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THE  NEW  YEAR'S  PROSPECTS, 


With  the  advent  of  the  Xew  Year  comes  the 
round  of  another  season,  and,  although  it  is  the 
middle  of  the  month  before  any  very  important 
fishery  is  freed  of  its  le^al  fetters,  yet,  generally 
speaking,  active  preparations  are  usually  well  in 
hand  foi-  the  spring  salmon  fishing  by  the  time  the 
New  Year  festivities  have  passed  by.  The  open- 
ing of  the  Scotch  salmon  angling  season  is  an 
important  occasion  of  no  mean  order,  especially  to 
those  who  are  looking  forward  to  having  a  hand 
in  at  the  very  start.  But  even  to  those  who  may 
not  care  just  yet  to  face  the  rigours  of  the 
northern  clime  so  early  in  the  j ear,  but  may  be 
coming  along  later  on,  the  opening  anywhere  is 
an  event  of  the  greatest  interest ;  and  the  chances 
of  those  already  on  the  scene  are  probably  scanned 
with  more  zest  and  eagerness  in  our  "  Reports 
from  Rivers"  column  during  the  opening  weeks 
than  at  any  other  period.  Again,  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  first  "off  go  "  of  a  new  season,  and 
especially  so  in  that  of  the  precarious  weather 
conditions  which  u.sually  attend  the  early  spring 
angler.  The  lethargy  of  the  close  time  is 
suddenly  shaken  off ;  the  old  incidents  and  events 
of  the  past  autumn  have  become  stale.  We  even 
dread  the  mention  of  them,  and  will  rather  face 
the  influenza  fiend  than  be  bored  over  again  with 
all  the  particulars  of  that  last  fortnight  on  Lord 


So  and-So'd  water,  and  the  ti-eiicQiil  of  a'.l  that 
happened  there.  We  even  sink  into  our  shoes 
I  when  the  temptation  is  too  strong  to  resist 
relating  briefly  the  particulars  of  our  own  latest, 
least  any  of  those  about  may  be  just  a  trifle  as 
tired  of  it  as  we  are  of  theii-s ;  and  so  the  advent 
of  another  season  bringstheopportunity  of  letting 
the  past  '■  dead  bury  its  dead."  and  looking  hope- 
fully forward  to  coming  fields  and  pastui-es  new, 
and  for  fresh  adventures  in  the  realms  of  salmon 
angling. 

But  angling  in  the  dead  of  winter  is  no  light 
matter,  even  to  the  hardiest,  and  only  but  the 
enthusiast  with  no  small  fraction  of  a  cast  iron 
constitution  can  safely  face  the  ordeal.  Tbe 
weather  is  the  most  uncertain  article  to  be 

j  reckoned  with  ;  then  the  supply  of  fresh  run  fish. 

I  January  at  the  best  is  associated  with  cold  winds 
and  driving  sleet,  and  not  infrecjuently  a  good 
round  snowstorm.  If  the  weather  be  fine  and 
open,  then  the  storm  is  sure  to  break  later  on, 
and  should  this  happen  in  the  full  flush  of  the 

■  February  openings,  then  the  disappointment  and 
hai'dship  of  facing  Arctic  conditions  are  all  the 

!  greater,  as  the  number  of  spring  anglers  have  by 
that  time  been  vastly  augmented. 

I     There  are  very  few  fisheries  thrown  open  in 

;  Januai-y.    Probably  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  are 

j  the  most  to  be  relied  on.  A  few  northern  waters 
may  be  fished,  but  these  are  so  seldom  accessible 
through  frost  and  snow  that  they  may  be 
discounted  as  not  being  of  universal  interest.  Not 
so  the  Tay,  or  its  more  prolific  feeder,  Loch  Tay. 
It  needs  a  very  fierce  and  protracted  storm 

j  indeed  to  prevent  the  early  spring  angler  having 
a  cast  on  this,  the  mightiest  of  Scotch  salmoa 
waters,  and  a  severe  frost  indeed  to  make  the 
flotsam  so  thick  as  to  prevent  trolling  for  salmon 
on  the  loch. 

In  an  open  season  the  fish  run  the  Tay  freely 
from  the  middle  of  December,  and  even  in  a  very 
close  and  stormy  season  they  have  been  found 
I  quite  plentiful  by  Jan.  lo,  when  the  angling 
I  season  now  commences  on  these  vei-y  early  waters, 
i  The  experiment  of  throwing  the  Tay  and  Loch 
1  Tay  open  on  the  loth  inst.,  instead  of  Feb.  4,  is 
oaly  a  few  years  old.  Yet  the  results  fully 
justify  the  change,  and  this  is  made  more  and 
more  emphatic  as  the  seasons  roll  on.  Of  course 
the  time  gained  in  the  spring  is  cut  off  in  the 
autumn,  and  so  netters  have  no  cause  to  grumble 
at  the  crumb  of  comfort  thrown  to  the  early 
spring  angler  in  being  on  the  water  some  three 
weeks  before  the  nets  can  be  put  in.  It  is  not 
likely  that  the  old  date  of  opening  will  again  be 
reverted  to,  although  probably  the  exchange  of 
three  weeks'  autumn  angling,  when  fish  are 
plentiful,  and  when  sport  may  be  carried  on  under 
•civilised"  conditions,  for  the  off  chance  of  an 
early  spring  beauty  and  no  end  of  "  kelts,"  often 
obtained  in  the  teeth  of  a  nor'-wester  and  blinding 
snowstorms,  is  still  regarded  by  many  as  too 
great  a  sacrifice.  But  the  exchange  has  been 
made,  the  die  has  been  cast,  and  the  time  having 
now  passed  beyond  the  experimental  stage,  there 
is  no  chance  of  going  backward  to  the  old  date  as 
far  as  the  weight  of  opinion  goes  at  present.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  not  a  few  anglers  on 
such  early  streams  as  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  Ness. 
kc,  who  would  be  very  pleased  to  see  an  earlier 
opening  date  on  these  rivers  than  what  presently 
prevails.  The  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  open  on 
Feb.  11.  some  eighty  in  all;  six  open  a  week  later 
than  that  still,  and  some  sixteen  on  the  28th  of 
that  month,  somewhat  later  still. 

No  doubt  the  time  has  been  very  well  chosen  in 
the  main  for  the  throwing  open  of  our  Scotch 
salmon  rivers,  and  in  a  late  or  stormy  season  no 
I  one  has  any  cause  for  grumbling  ;  but,  then, 
seasons  are  not  all  late  and  stormy.  On  the  other 
hand,  only  one  in  half  a  dozen  or  so  may  be  so 
described,  and  were  they  all  to  be  thrown 
open  on  Feb.  1,  instead  of  as  at  present  stretch- 
ing over  a  period  extending  from  Jan.  15  to 
March  1,  no  harm  could  be  done,  and  anglers 
would  have  the  advantage  of  being  on  the  water 
at  least  a  week  before  the  nets  were  put  on,  for 
we  have  no  wish  to  see  the  netting  season  also 
extended,  which  is  in  all  conscience  long  enough 
as  it  stands. 

On  the  majority  of  our  rivers,  which  are 
regarded  as  late  streams  in  a  sense,  there 
woidd  be  little  inducement  to  push  for  such  a 
change,  or  to  take  much  advantage  of  it,  were  the 
uniyersal  dji,te  of  Feb.  I  'to  corne  into  operation 


off  hand  ;  but  on  such  streams  as  the  Aberdeen- 
shire Dee,  the  advancement  of  the  season  a  week 
or  so  forward  would  be  hailed  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction,  especially  on  the  middle  and  lower 
waters. 

We  have  often  seen  a  good  head  of  fish  well 
into  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee  by  the  end  of 
January,  and  have  lamented  that  the  arbitrary 
legal  opening  day  prevented  a  cast  being  had  over 
them,  when  sport  was  almost  a  dead  certainty, 
whereas  a  week  later  and  the  fish  had  all  gone 
clean  through,  leaving  the  pools  sacred  t)  the 
descending  "kelt,"  but  devoid  of  clean  fish,  till 
the  next  freshet  brought  up  a  fresh  shoal. 
Again,  the  weather  towards  the  end  of  January 
and  beginning  of  February  is  often  more  mild 
and  open  than  it  is  during  the  "  lion "  days  of 
March,  and  thus  the  chances  of  a  week  of  good 
angling  weather  at  such  a  time  are  not  to  be 
despised. 

It  is  only  but  just  and  reasonable  that  the 
proprietors  and  lessees  on  the  lower  beats  should 
have  a  chance  of  every  fisk  which  passes  thj-ough 
their  waters.  They  will  be  of  little  use  to  them 
on  the  return  journey,  and  they  may  just  as  well 
have  a  shy  at  them  on  Feb.  1  as  well  as  at  those 
which  may  follow  later  on,  on  and  after  the  11th 
of  that  month. 

Were  gafiing  prevented  till  the  middle  of  May 
little  or  no  harm  could  be  done  to  the  inevitable 
kelt  which  is  so  much  en  evidence  throughout  the 
spring  months,  and  this  would  be  a  very  small 
concession  indeed  for  ten  days  additional  angling 
on  such  sections  as  the  Cairnton,  Crathes  Park. 
Drum,  Ballogie,  Woodend,  and  Kincirdine 
waters.  Were  the  Dee  extended,  the  Spey  and 
other  rivers  having  an  early  spring  migration 
would  also  claim  similar  privileges  and  like 
attention.  But  were  the  middle  and  lower 
sections  of  these  rivers  only  considered  it  would 
be  a  distinct  gain  to  them,  in  which  the  pro- 
prietors on  the  upper  waters  need  not  I'eel 
aggrieved,  as  it  is  seldom,  if  hardly  ever,  that  au 
early  spring  fish  gets  into  their  pools  much  before 
the  middle  of  February,  and  much  later  still  till 
the  higher  reaches  get  stocked.  The  suggestion 
of  a  varying  opening  date  for  the  successive 
reaches  of  such  long  running  rivers  as  the  Dee 
and  Spey  is  worthy  of  due  consideration,  although, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  confess  a  sneaking 
preference  for  uniformity  and  a  universal  opening 
and  closing  day  all  over  the  land. 

The  prospects  of  the  New  Year,  as  far  as  they 
may  be  gauged  as  yet,  are,  on  the  whole,  very 
fair,  although  nothing  definite  can  yet  be  spoken 
to  with  regard  to  any  one  particular  stream. 
Good  round  waters  were  the  order  of  the  day 
for  December,  checked  by  a  frost  last  week,  which 
has  again  been  succeeded  by  more  mild  weather. 
We  could  have  wished  more  snow  among  the  hills, 
but  that  may  come  yet.  Meantime  everything 
points  to  a  bright  New  Year,  and  as  anglers 
everywhere  wiU  fully  reciprocate  the  sentiment, 
we  eai-nestly  hope  1898  may  prove  more  worthy 
than  its  predecessor.  G.  M. 


A  DICTIONARY  OF  SEA  TERMS.* 


In  his  preface  to  this  most  attractively  got  up 
little  work,  Mr.  Ansted  says  :  "  I  am  anxious  to 
make  it  clear  that  this  little  dictionaiy  is  intended 
as  a  help  to  beginners.  I  do  not  profess  to  teach 
those  who  maybe  already  experienced  in  yachting 
and  the  art  of  boat  sailing,  and  still  less  those 
acquainted  with  the  sea."  All  the  same,  this  is  a 
book  which  all  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  of 
any  kind  wiU  find  interesting,  and  probably  useful 
also;  certainly  those  for  whom  it  is  specially 
intended  will  appreciate  it. 

It  ought  to  have  been  called  "  An  Illustrated 
Dictionary  of  Sea  Terms,"  for  it  is  full  of  clear 
little  illustrations,  "taken  in  almost  every  case 
from  the  object  described." 

Mr.  Ansted  dedicates  his  book  to  his  two 
children,  "  who,  at  the  ages  of  seven  and  eight, 
are  already  handy  in  a  boat,  and  familiar  with  a 
great  number  of  the  terms  explained."  The 
illustrations  will  make  this  little  work  a  most 
fascinating  present  for  any  boy  with  a  love  for 
boats  and  the  sea. 


*  A  Dictionary  of  Sea  Terms.  For  the  Use  of  Yaclts- 
men.  Amateur  Boatmen,  and  Beginners.  By  A.  Ansted. 
Fully  illn.stratpd,   T.ondon  :  b.  Upcott  Gill,  170,  Stramd. 
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SALMON  IN  THE  THAMES. 


An  Ante-Dated  Report  foe  1900  and 
Something. 

The  salmon  fishing  season  has  commenced 
most  auspiciously,  and  though  my  report  only 
extends  to  the  third  day  of  the  season  (which 
began  on  Feb.  1),  I  am  pleased  to  state  that 
accounts  from  all  quarters  indicate  that  the 
salmon  ladders  constructed  by  the  Thames 
Conservancy  fulfil  the  expectations  formed  of 
them  to  the  fullest  degree,  the  fish  passing  up 
freely. 

Shortly  before  the  season  opened  the  run  of 
springers  was  equal  to  that  of  some  of  the  best 
north  country  waters,  and  the  splendid  spate  in 
January  brought  the  fish  up  in  great  numbers  ; 
the  crowds  of  people  on  Richmond  Bridge 
watching  the  fish  pass,  showing  what  great 
interest  is  being  taken  in  the  Thames  fishery 
since  anglers  awoke  from  their  former  apathy, 
and  one  and  all  supported  the  T.A.P.S.  by 
subscriptions  adeqxiate  to  the  society's  needs  ; 
the  fuads  at  its  disposal  now  amounting  to 
some  £600  per  annum.  The  large  staif  of 
keepers  has  done  excellent  work,  convictions  for 
stroke-hauling  and  other  poaching  have  been 
few  and  far  between,  as  the  river  has  been  too 
carefully  watched  to  permit  of  such  doings,  and 
the  severe  sentences  at  Kingston  and  Chertsey 
on  two  gangs  of  men  found  in  possession  of 
unseasonable  fish  proved  a  deterrent  to  other 
evil-doers.  Superintendent  Douglas  was  com- 
mended for  his  clever  capture  of  the  Chertsey 
gang,  whose  actions  he  had  long  watched.  The 
stocking  of  the  river  has  now  met  with  the  fullest 
success,  even  beyond  the  anticipations  of  those 
who  thought  well  of  the  project ;  while  the 
opposition  to  the  bye-law  that  permits  fishing 
with  fly  only  has  entirely  subsided. 

The  Penton  Hook  beat  has  apparently  shown 
mokt  sport,  no  less  than  ten  salmon  having  been 
landed  there  on  the  opening  day,  the  new  weir, 
with  its  splendid  salmon  pool,  accounting  for  four 
of  the  largest,  viz..  421b.,  mih.,  371b.,  and  291b., 
the  best  fish  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  White,  of 
the  Hocum  Podger  Piscatorials,  I  hear  with  Jock 
Scot.  Anglers  will  note  with  much  satisfaction 
the  great  weight  of  the  fish ;  the  Scottish  waters 
will  have  to  look  to  their  laurels  for  average  if  the 
Thames  continues  to  produce  salmon  like  these. 

Up  to  the  present  the  best  fish  killed  is  one  of 
471b.  on  Dumsey  Deep  Pool,  between  Chertsey 
and  Shepperton.  Mr.  Black,  who  beats  the 
Thames  record  with  the  fish,  reports  that  the 
struggle  was  most  exciting,  as  the  fish  went  down 
when  he  was  hooked,  the  punters  on  the  champion- 
ship course  seriously  hampering  the  angler. 
Gillie  Hackett,  of  Chertsey,  gaffed  the  fish  in  his 
usual  masterly  style.  Mr.  Black  had  another 
fish,  but  its  exact  species  has  not  been  determined. 
Experts  are  at  present  undecided  as  to  the  exact 
number  of  spots  on  the  lateral  line,  but  I  am  told 
that  the  fish's  eye  teeth  are  cut. 

Fish  have  been  scarce  at  Kingston  and  Ted- 
dington,_they  evidently  running  past  these  beats 
and  resting  awhile  in  the  higher  stretches.  Mr. 
Grey,  a  vetei-an  member  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  hooked 
a  fine  fish  in  the  Molesey  Cauld  Pool,  but  lost 
him  after  a  short  struggle  through  holding  him 
too  hard.  Bill  Adams,  the  noted  professional, 
reports  many  fish  opposite  the  Cock  and  Bull 
Hotel,  but  f  ui'ther  inquiries  do  not  enable  me  to 
confirm  this.  A  large  barbel  was  seen  leaping 
there  last  year,  which  may  account  for  his  report. 
Mr.  Brown,  of  London,  hooked  a  fish  on  Race- 
course Stream,  Hampton.  This  fish  did  little  but 
sulk,  and  was  put  down  at  a  fabulous  weight  by 
several  ardent  sportsmen  who  proffered  assistance. 
However,  it  proved  to  be  a  well  developed 
specimen  of  the  dog  and  brick-  fish  that  inhabit 
the  Thames  during  the  muzzling  season.  It  was 
not  returned  to  the  river,  and  my  informant  does 
not  state  whether  Cooper  has  it  for  preservation. 

On  Sunbury,  Mr.  Green  was  detected  angling 
for  salmon  with  a  roach  pole  and  tight  line,  using 
a  single  gentle,  he  was  warned  that  his  proceedings 
were  illegal,  but  protested  that  he  "  had  never  had 
a  knock,"  and  stated  that  he  expected  it  was 
because  his  ground-bait  was  wrongly  mixed.  The 
Hook  and  Hold'em  Brothers  fished  a  pegged- 
down  match  on  Walton  Sale  Loch  ;  this  club  has 
a  membership  of  eighty-five,  each  one,  excepting 
(he  president,  competing ;  it  is  said  the  H,  and  H,  ' 


committee  will  decline  to  allow  the  members  to 
fish  for  salmon  any  more,  as  forty-two  rods  were 
broken  in  the  contest,  and  one  member,  who  fished 
a  cast  of  six  flies,  was  heard  to  use  bad  language. 
The  kettle  has  not  been  awarded  as  only  a  swan 
was  hooked.  In  future,  the  Spey  cast  only  is  to  bs 
allowed  in  pegged-down  matches  at  Walton. 

The  Shepperton  reports  are  not  yet  completely 
to  band,  but  it  is  certain  that  two  fish  have  been 
landed  there.  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  hear 
from  Gillie  Pinkill  that  he  has  had  several 
50-pounders.  A  fresh  run  fish,  with  the  lice  still 
on  him,  was  landed  on  Ferry  Flats,  at  Laleham. 
Numbers  of  fish  are  passing  Bell  Weir;  a  killing 
fly  on  the  Angler's  Rest  beat  is  the  Chimney- 
sweep. The  Keen  anglers  on  Old  Windsor  Water 
have  not  met  with  the  success  that  might  be 
expected.  Cook'em. 

THE  LOCHS  AND  EIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

[OOPTKIGHT.J 

[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Loobs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by 
death,  &e.,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing 
Gazette.] 

No.  100. 
SUTHERLAND. 

LOCHS    OF  SUTHERLAND. 

Loch  Alt-an-Fearn,  or  Loch  An-Fhear-ua 

is  in  the  upper  part  of  Kildonan  parish,  and 
is  situated  about  eight  and  a  half  miles  from 
Kinbrace  Station,  from  which  place  it  is  reached 
by  a  good  road.  The  trout  in  this  loch  are  very 
numerous,  running  about  three  to  the  lb.,  and 
good  baskets  are  always  obtained.  A  bui'n 
connects  this  loch  with  Badanloch.  It  is  circular 
in  shape,  and  will  be  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
in  circumference.  The  fishing  is  reserved  to  the 
tenant  of  Badanloch.  Route :  By  rail  to  For- 
slnard ;  thence  hire. 

Loch  Altnaharra, — A  small  loch  in  the 
EdrachiUis  district,  out  of  which  the  Duarfc  More 
flows.  It  is  a  mile  long  by  half  a  mile  broad.  It 
yields  fair  sport;  the  trout  are  good,  and  run  four 
or  five  to  a  lb.  Small  flies  are  best;  and  June, 
July,  and  August  are  the  best  months.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hii-e,  or  by  Loch  Inver 
mail  car,  to  Inchnadamph,  thirty-three  miles, 
thence  hire  to  Kylesku,  about  eight  miles  ;  thence 
cross  the  ferry  and  walk  about  six  miles — no 
hiring. 

Loch-an-Ganhana  is  in  the  parish  of  Kil- 
donan, and  is  about  one  mile  long  by  a  half 
broad,  and  contains  trout  of  excellent  size  and 
free  risers;  they  will  average  Jib.  each.  Baskets 
up  to  431b.  have  been  made,  and  good  sport  is 
always  to  be  had.  Route :  By  i-ail  to  Kinbrace ; 
then  drive  six  miles,  with  ja  two  miles  walk  over 
the  hill  afterwards.  The  fishing  is  reserved  to  the 
tenant  of  Badanloch. 

Loch-an-Ruar  is  a  pretty  loch  two  miles  by 
one,  and  abounding  in  trout  and  char.  The  trout 
run  two  or  three  to  a  lb.,  and  101b.  is  an  average 
day's  sport.  Sometimes,  however,  sport  of  a  very 
supex'ior  kind  is  got  on  it ;  and  in  one  case  two 
rods  got  751b.  of  trout  vrith  fly  in  sixhoui's.  They 
take  best  in  July  and  August,  and  prefer  small 
gaudy  flies.  The  loch  can  be  conveniently  fished 
by  staying  at  Forsinard  Inn,  from  which  it  is 
distant  about  three  miles.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Forsinard  ;  thence  hire  or  walk. 

Loch  Ari-Cliny,  or  Loch  Araichliu,  is 
similar  to  Loch  Ach-na-Moin.  It  contains  trout 
— two  or  three  to  a  lb. — and  char ;  and  June,  July, 
and  August  are  best.  A  good  basket  will  weigh 
about  251b.  to  301b.  Preserved.  Rod  season, 
Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  There  are  Pictish  cairns 
near.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Kinbi'ace ;  thence  walk 
two  and  a  haK  miles. 

Loch  Assyut. — A  good  fishing  loch,  in  the 
parish  of  the  same  name.  It  is  about  eight  miles 
long  and  one  broad,  Ijing  in  a  very  pleasing 
valley,  and  is  a  lovely  sheet  of  water.  The 
mountain  screens  on  its  east  and  north  side  are 


very  rugged  and  grand.  Among  places  of  interest 
is  the  ancient  Castle  of  Ardvroick,  which  belonged 
to  The  MacLeod,  who  captured  Montrose.  Loch 
Assynt  will  give  much  pleasure  to  the  angler  who 
loves  to  study  nature  in  her  wilder  and  more 
savage  moods,  and  he  will  also  be  able  to  combine 
with  this  gratification  good  sport,  a  matter  to 
which  no  angler — how  much  soever  a  lover  of 
nature— can  possibly  be  indifferent.-  The  loch  can 
be  fished  by  residing  at  Loch  Inver  Hotel,  six 
miles  off,  or  at  Inchnadamph  Inn,  at  the  head  of 
the  loch.  The  innkeeper  at  Loch  Inver  has  two 
boats  on  it  for  the  use  of  his  guests.  It  contains 
trout  and  Salmo  ferox,  the  former  averaging  lib., 
and  the  latter  have  been  killed  as  heavy  as  141b. 
Salmon  and  sea  trout  are  also  found  in  it.  The 
best  season  is  from  May  till  the  end  of  September, 
and  bright  flies  are  the  favourites  for  small  trout, 
and  phantom  minnow  for  Salmo  ferox.  The 
Loanan  and  Traligill  Rivers  fall  into  the  head  of 
the  loch,  as  well  as  the  Calda  and  Skaig  Burns. 
The  Inver  flows  out  of  it.  A  good  place  for  sea 
trout  is  the  rocky  promontory  stretching  into  the 
lake  near  Castle  Leod.  When  fishing  with  the 
fly  from  a  boat,  the  angler,  to  meet  with  success, 
should  cast  towards  the  shore,  nearly  to  the  edge 
of  the  rocks  or  gravel.  At  the  mouths  of  the 
several  feeders  of  the  lake  he  is  sure,  on  a 
favourable  day,  to  find  trout  on  the  outlook. 
Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  Route  :  By  rail 
to  Lairg;  thence  hire,  or  by  mail  car,  to  Inch- 
nadamph, thirty-three  miles,  or  to  Loch  Inver, 
forty-six  miles.  The  road  goes  by  Rosehall,  Oykel 
Falls,  Altnacealgacb,  and  Lochs  Cr  aggie,  Boar  Ian, 
and  Awe.  Loch  Inver  can  also  be  reached  by 
weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow,  which  lands 
passengers  at  the  hotel  pier. 

Loch-a-Vellich. — See  Loch  Vealloch. 

Loch  Awe. — A  small  isleted  loch  nearly  equi- 
distant  from  Altnacealgacb  and  Inchnadamph. 
It  yields  good  spoit,  and  contains  fine  red-fleshed 
trout,  about  three  to  a  lb.,  and  an  occasional 
grilse.  The  Loanan  flows  out  of  it  into  Locli 
Assynt.  Inchnadamph  Hotel,  four  miles  ofi', 
has  a  boat  on  the  loch.  Rod  season.  Feb.  11  to 
Oct.  31.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or 
by  mail  car,  to  Inchnadamph ;  thence  hire  four 
miles. 

Loch  Badea  or  Badanloch  is  in  the  parish 
of  Kildonan,  and  is  situate  about  five  miles  from 
Kinbrace  station,  by  a  good  road.  The  right  of 
fishing  is  reserved  to  the  angling  tenants  on  the 
Helmsdale  and  guests  staying  at  Forsinard  Hotel, 
which  latter  is  thirteen  miles  distant  by  good 
road.  The  loch  contains  trout  and  char,  and  good 
baskets  are  made,  a  fair  day  being  from  151b.  to 
201b.  weight.  The  trout  run  about  four  to  the  lb. 
This  loch  is  joined  by  water  with  Loch-a-Chlair, 
and  they  are  fished  together  from  the  one  boat. 
These  lochs  are  of  considerable  size,  and  are 
about  three  and  half  miles  in  length  by  one  and  a 
half  miles  broad.  The  surrounding  scenery  is 
wild  and  picturesque,  Ben  Hee,  Ben  Hope,  Ben 
Klebricer,  Ben  Loaghill,  Ben  Griam,  all  being  in 
sight,  with  the  peak  of  Morven  in  the  distance. 
Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  Route:  By  rail 
to  Forsinard ;  thence  hire. 

Loch  Balligill.— An  excellent  loch,  two  miles 
from  Melvich.  It  yields  heavy  baskets  of 
excellent  trout.  Can  be  fished  by  residing  at 
Melvich  Hotel.  Route:  By  rail  to  Forsinard; 
thence  hire  to  Melvich,  sixteen  miles;  thence 
walk. 

Loch  Beanuach. — This  is  a  loch  yielding  good 
sport.  It  is  about  six  miles  over  the  moor  from 
Lairg  station,  and  can  be  fished  by  staying  at  the 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  Lairg,  the  landlord  of 
which  has  a  boat  on  it.  Average  size  of  fish  fib. ; 
best  fly,  blue  body,  black  hackle,  and  wing  and 
silver  tinsel.  Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence 
hire  and  walk. 

Loch  Beaunoch  is  about  four  miles  from 
Loch  Inver  Hotel,  and  can  be  fished  by  residing 
there.  June  and  July  ai-e  the  best  months,  and 
small  flies  are  preferred.  The  trout  run  about  six 
to  a  lb.  on  an  average,  and  excellent  baskets  may 
be  made.  The  scenery  is  mountainous  but  lovely, 
and  the  neighbourhood  a  perfect  paradise  fcr 
trout  fishers.  There  are  dozens  of  nameless  lochs 
near,  all  more  or  less  holding  trout,  and  open  to 
visitors  at  Loch  Inver  Hotel.  There  are  boats  on 
the  principal  ones.  The  scenery  about  Loch 
Inver  is  very  fine.  The  mountains  are  grand  and 
majestic,  while  the  view  to  seaward  is  very 
beautiful.    Rod  eep-son,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31, 
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Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  mail 
car,  to  Loch  Inver  Hotel,  forty-six  miles. 

Loch  Boarlan.— A  pretty  loch,  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  by  half  a  mile,  containing  nice  spotted 
tront.  three  or  so  to  a  lb.,  which  give  good  sporL 
It  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  and  Sir  C. 
H.  L.  A.  F.  Ross,  Bart ,  of  Balnagown.  The  best 
place  to  live  at  is  the  inn  at  Altnacealgach,  which 
is  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Lairg  station. 
The  lech  is  close  to  the  inn,  and  the  innkeeper 
has  boats  on  it.  June,  July,  and  August  are  the 
lest  months,  and  small  flies  the  best  lures.  Rod 
season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  Route:  By  rail  to 
Lairg  ;  thence  hire,  or  by  Loch  Inver  mail  car,  to 
Altnacealgach  ;  loch  at  the  door. 

Loch  Borley  or  Borralie  is  about  the  same 
size  as  Loch  Craspul,  and  is  separated  from  it  by 
a  narrow  neck  of  land.  It  contains  only  char, 
which  are  got  in  considerable  quantities  in 
October.  It  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland. 
Accommodation  at  Durine  Inn.  There  are  a 
number  of  other  smaller  lochs  in  the  district, 
where  trout  may  be  got.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Lairg;  thence  hire,  or  by  Durness  mail  car,  to 
Durine  Inn,  fifty-six  miles. 

Loch  Break.— The  Break  Lochs  are  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  Loch  Inver  Hotel,  and  they 
can  be  fished  by  residing  there.  Sport  not  great. 
Rod  season.  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  Route:  Same  as 
Loch  Assynt,  which  see. 

Loch  Brora. — A  loch  in  the  parish  of  Clyne, 
through  which  the  river  Brora  flows.  It  is  four 
miles  long  by  one  broad,  and  belongs  to  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland,  who  has  boats  on  it.  It  can  be 
fished  by  visitors  at  the  Royal  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel,  Golspie.  It  contains  trout  and  salmon,  the 
former  averaging  lib.,  the  latter  91b.  The  best 
lime  is  from  May  till  the  end  of  August.  Rod 
season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  The  scenery  is 
beautiful,  and  at  some  little  distance  are  the  ruins 
of  Cole  Castle,  a  Pictish  fortress,  once  of  very 
great  strength.  There  is  an  inn  at  Brora  village. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Golspie ;  thence  hire  five 
miles. 

Loch  Buie, — A  small  loch  about  seven  miles 
from  Bonar  Bridge  ttation.  It  holds  fine  trout, 
weighing  up  to  lib.  or  21b.  on  an  average,  and 
capital  spcit  is  often  got.  Bright  ^iee  are  the 
favourites,  and  June,  July,  and  August  the  best 
months.  The  loch  is  surrounded  with  bleak  hills 
and  moss.  Salmon  were  introduced  into  this 
loch,  but  were  never  seen  afterwards.  Route :  By 
rail  to  Bonar  Bridge ;  thence  seven  miles  to  the 
loch. 

Loch  Cama  is  four  miles  long  by  one  broad, 
in  some  parts,  i:nd  is  in  the  parish  of  Assynt : 
open  to  the  public.  The  innkeeper  at  Altnaceal- 
gach haa  two  boats  on  it,  and  it  contains 
capital  trout,  running  three  to  a  lb.,  and  of  which 
20lb.  is  a  fair  basket.  Bright  flies  are  best,  and 
July.  August,  and  September  are  the  best  months. 
The  scenery  is  wild  and  lonely.  This  loch  is 
connected  at  different  points  with  Loch  Urigill, 
Loch  Boarlar,  and  Loch  Veyatie.  Route :  By 
rail  to  Lairg;  thence  by  Loch  Inver  mail  car  to 
Altnacealgach ;  thence  hire  three  and  a  half 
miles  ;  thence  a  short  walk  across  the  moor. 

Loch  Clachan-Gal  yields  good  sport,  and 
fishes  best  by  wading.  IfJlb.  to  181b.  is  a  good 
day's  work.  It  can  he  fished  by  residing  at 
Foroinaid  Hotel.  Rout:  By  rail  to  Forsinard ; 
thence  walk. 

Loch  Clash  More  is  about  seven  miles  from 
liOch  Inver  Hotel,  and  contains  fine  trout,  up  to 
31b.  in  weight.  They  are  shy  as  a  lule,  but  good 
baskets  are  often  made.  It  can  be  fished  by 
staying  at  Loch  Inver  Hotel-  Route :  Same  as 
Loch  Beannoch,  which  see. 

Loch  Clash  More. — There  is  another  loch  of 
this  name  not  far  from  Oykel  Hotel.    It  is  rather 
inaccessible,  and  is  not  often  fished.    It  yields 
fair  sport.  Route  :  Same  as  Loch  Ailsb,  which  see. 
{To  be  continued.) 


ANGLING  IN  THE  COLNE. 


My  old  friend  C  ,  although  by  no  means  an 
f-iithusiastic  angler,"  liked  a  day  now  and  then. 
He  posfeesFcd  two  things  most  important  to  every 
Miigler,  whether  enthusiastic  or  otherwise,  a 
knowledge  of  the  waters  to  be  fished,  and  a  good 
horse  and  trap,  which  was  certainly  most  con- 
venient and  enjoyable,  more  especially  so  in  our 


case,  when  an  awkward  cross-country  journey 
had  to  be  taken  to  reach  the  river.  While 
smoking  our  pipes  together,  I  had  several  times 
asked  him  to  make  up  his  mind  to  go  for  a  day's 
fishing.    At  last  he  decided  he  would,  and  we  put 
up  at  the  Admiral  Duncan,  and  stayed  the  night. 
"We  wrote  to  mine  host,  and  the  reply  being 
satisfactory,  matters  were  settled  that  we  should 
drive  over  on  the  following  Saturday  and  return 
on  Sunday  evening.    It  turned  out  a  beautiful 
morning,  rather  fresh,  but  bright,  and  we  got  a 
good  start  at  7.30  a.m.,  with  rods,  reels,  lines, 
mackintoshes,  &c.,  the  &c.  being  largely  composed 
of  comforts  for  the  inner  man.    Getting  down 
after  a  spin  of  about  two  and  a  half  hours,  we 
lost  no  time  in  making  our  way  to  the  river. 
Although  there  had  been  a  fair  amount  of  rain  a 
day  or  two  previously,  the  water  was  fortunately 
clear.    I  was  particularly  anxious  to  capture 
some  good  chub,  which  my  friend  told  me  were 
numerous.     "We  had  plenty  of  worms,  gentles, 
and  cheese  paste,  but  what  was  really  of  much 
greater  importance,  we  were  able  to  obtain  a  good 
supply  of  crayfish  tails,  nicely  prepared  for  the 
occasion,  which  did  most  execution  amongst  the 
chub.    "We  decided  to  try  a  pool  of  which  my 
friend  gave  a  good  account.    I  commenced  with  a 
worm  as  a  sort  of  opening,  just  to  see  what  might 
turn  up. 

Taking  a  fair  sized  lob,  I  cut  it  in  pieces  about 
lin.  in  length,  threading  the  tail  piece  with  the 
broken  end  well  up  on  to  the  gut  to  cover  the 
shank  of  the  hook ;  I  put  the  remaining  portions 
crosswise  on  the  hook,  making  them  look  as 
ragged  as  possible,  finally  tipping  the  hook  with 
a  nice  lively  brandling.  Near  the  spot  where  I 
was  standing  was  an  old  willow,  the  roots  of 
which  projected  some  18in.  into  the  water,  and  a 
patch  of  weeds  about  1yd.  square  had  drifted 
down  and  been  arrested  by  the  roots,  and  the 
water  was  about  5ft.  in  depth.  I  let  my  small, 
tapered  cork  float  travel  down  to  within  1ft.  of 
the  weed,  and  quietly  waited,  and  in  three  or  foiu- 
minutes  down  went  the  float  like  a  flash.  Hailing 
my  friend  in  the  distance,  he  was  soon  on  the 
spot  with  the  landing  net.  My  first  impression  was, 
if  this  were  indeed  a  Colne  chub,  it  must  be  a  very 
lively  one.  After  a  few  minutes  of  very  exciting 
work,  during  which  time  I  was  in  a  perfect  fever — 
remembering  that  in  my  anxiety  to  get  to  work 
I  had  used  a  tackle  considerably  the  worse  for 
wear — I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  no  sensible 
chub  ever  behaved  as  my  fish  was  doing,  and  I 
was  greatly  pleased  on  landing  a  trout  which  just 
turned  the  scale  at  3lb.  Not  a  bad  start.  "We 
decided  that,  after  the  disturbance  made  by 
Master  Trout  in  his  resistance  to  obtain  his 
freedom,  not  even  the  most  unsophisticated  chub 
would  be  likely  to  remain  in  that  spot. 

"We  therefore  gathered  our  traps  together,  and 
went  some  iOyds.  higher  up  the  stream  to  the 
next  holes,  of  which  there  were  two.  In  a  few 
minutes  my  friend  landed  two  small  roach 
and  a  fair-sized  perch.  He  was  rather  surprised 
at  catching  the  perch,  for  he  said  he  remembered 
the  time  when  they  were  fairly  numerous ;  but, 
for  some  reason,  of  which  he  did  not  know  the 
cause,  they  had  almost  disappeared ;  at  any  rate, 
none  had  been  caught  for  a  considerable  period 
from  this  part  of  the  river.  Keeping  very  quiet 
and  well  back,  I  waited  patiently  for  some  time 
without  a  knock,  and  had  almost  made  up  my 
mind  to  try  in  another  quarter,  for  I  was  fishing 
with  a  small  triangle,  with  the  tail  end  of  a  boiled 
crayfish,  the  champion  bait. 

"We  had  just  unhooked  the  perch  when,  on 
looking  in  the  direction  of  my  own  line,  I  saw  the 
float  dive  under,  and  hastened  to  my  rod.  No 
trout  this  time,  but  a  nice,  clean,  handsome  chub, 
close  on  31b.  '  My  bait  was  almost  untouched, 
and  I  decided  to  move  some  20yds.  further  up. 
Dinner  time  was  approaching,  and  I  received 
notice  of  the  fact  from  my  friend  fishing  down- 
stream, but  I  was  so  intent  watching  my  float 
that  I  paid  no  attention  thereto.  Once  more 
away  went  the  float.  I  looked  round  for  my 
landing  net,  and  remembered  that  I  had  left  it 
behind.  In  the  meantime  my  friend  had  gone  to 
dine.  I  had  a  good  sized  fish  on,  and  a  very 
lively  one.  I  had  changed  my  tackle,  however, 
when  I  substituted  a  triangle  for  a  single  hook, 
and  although  it  was  a  very  fine  tackle,  which  is 
imperative  when  fishing  in  such  a  clear  river  as 
the  Colne,  I  felt  that  I  had  abetter  chance.  After 
a  number  of  heavy  rushes  and  attempts  to  get 


into  the  weeds,  lasting  a  good  ten  minutes,  my 
quarry  began  to  tire,  and  then  I  debated  in  my 
mind  the  best  course  to  pursue,  and  finally 
decided  to  chajice  matters.  So  laying  my  rod 
down,  I  sprinted  for  the  landing  net,  and  on  my 
return  was  fortunate  to  find  that  my  chub  had 
contented  himself  with  simply  running  his  nose 
into  some  weed,  and  from  which  I  was  able  to 
dislodge  him.  He  scaled  just  over  32lb.,  and  was 
in  the  pink  of  condition. 

After  this,  I  felt  I  could  afford  an  hour  for 
refreshment,  and  met  my  friend  coming  to  look 
forme.  Dinner  over,  we  lost  little  time  in  getting 
back ;  but,  try  as  we  would,  there  was  no  denying 
the  fact  that  the  fish  had  gone  dead  off  the  feed. 
Possibly  they  had  dined  too.    We  took  several 
smaU  roach,  and  decided  to  have  a  try  for  jack, 
and  succeeded  in  taking  four  or  five  small  ones, 
the  largest  being  about  51b.,  which  was  the  only 
one  we  retained.    It  was  fast  getting  dark,  so 
we  took  the  rods  to  pieces  and  packed  all  away. 
After  a  lot  of  tumbling  and  floundering,  we 
managed  to  get  off  the  meadows,  and  then  for 
supper  and  early  bed,  in  preparation  for  the 
moiTOw.     On  rising  in  the  morning  a  south- 
westerly gale  was  blowing,  no  half  measures,  but 
a  regular  tearer,  with  occasional  flying  showers. 
On  went  mackintoshes,  and  off  we  stai-ted.  The 
sport  was  very  poor  indeed  ;  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  gale  was  so  hea\'y  that  we  were  almost 
entirely  occupied  in  unwinding  the  lines,  which 
we  could  not  prevent  from  twisting  round  the 
tops  of  our  rods  every  time  we  pulled  out.  Break- 
fast over,  we  decided  on  a  fresh  plan  of  campaign. 
Choosing  the  south  instead  of  the  north  bank, 
we  found  a  deep  hole,  and  here  my  friend,  who 
was  some  distance  in  advance,  pitched  upon  a 
fallen  willow  which  overhung  a  good  sheltered 
swim  by  the  bank.    It  had  fallen,  as  willows  will 
do.  and  had  sent  up  a  quantity  of  shoots,  but 
many  of  these  shoots  had  been  cut  off.  Seeing 
that  he  was  all  right  and  fairly  out  of  the  wind,  I 
gave  him  a  hand  in  fitting  up  his  tackle,  for  the 
wind  was  buffeting  us  in  a  manner  that  I  have 
seldom  experienced. 

"We  again  used  the  small  triangle,  baiting  with 
the  tail  of  a  boiled  crayfish,  and  he  commenced 
an  awkward  and  rather  perilous  crawl  to  the  end 
of  the  willow;  the  rod  was  handed  out  without 
accident,  and  a  start  made,  my  friend  lying  face 
downwards  on  the  old  willow,  and,  plajing  his  fish 
with  no  little  difficulty,  we  managed  to  land  a 
nice  chub  about  21b.  in  weight.    There  was  no 
need  to  make  a  cast  from  where  I  w;  s  standing, 
for  the  wind  did  that  to  perfection.    At  first 
small  success  rewarded  my  efforts,  for,  owing  to 
the  gale,  I  had  considerable  difficulty  in  making 
my  bait  alight  in  the  desired  spot.    It  was 
otherwise  with  my  friend  on  the  willow.  "We 
have  been  out  many  times  together,  but  never 
since  have  I  seen  chub  bite  as  they  did  then.  I 
have  invariably  taken  these  fish  by  moving  from 
hole  to  hole,  never  staying  more  than  half  an 
hour  at  one  place  after  taking  a  fish ;  the  whole 
order  of  things  was,  however,  reversed  on  this 
occasion.    The  water  was  exceedingly  rough,  and 
they  bit  fearlessly ;  the  result  was  that  before 
dinner  we  took  seven  chub,  scaling  ISilb.,  six 
falling  to  my  friend,  and  the  biggest  of  the  lot 
to  myself.    After  this  the  wind  eased  somewhat, 
and  for  some  time  rain  put  a  stop  to  our  sport. 
On  resuming,  thinking  that  a  little  change  would 
be  desirable,  we  each  baited  with  a  gudgeon  on  a 
single  hook  on  fine  twisted  gut.     We  took 
several    small  jack,  which  we  returned,^  and 
had  made  up  our  minds  to  give  up  for  the  day 
in  view  of  a  long  drive  home,  when  my  friend  had 
a  good  run.    In  spite  of  my  advice,  however,  to 
give  him  plenty  of  time,  after  a  minute  or  two  he 
struck  and  mi&sad  his  fish.    On  casting  again  in 
the  same  spot,  the  same  tactics  were  repeated  on 
the  part  of  the  jack,  the  bait  being  a  large  dace 
instead  of  a   gudgeon— the  last  bait  we  had. 
This  time  my  friend  was  less  impatient.  The 
fish  was  given  quite  ten  minutes  after  he  had 
gone  off  with  it,  and  was  no  doubt  pouching  the 
dace  under  the  opposite  bank.    He  was  struck, 
and  after  a  long  struggle  brought  near  the  bank, 
so  near  that  I  was  able  to  see  his  efforts  to  get 
rid  of  the  dace  (opening  his  mouth  to  the  widest 
and  shaking  his  head  viciously),  and  in  which, 
to  our  intense  disgust,  he  succeeded  in  doing. 
Being  cold,  hungry,  and  rather  sore  about  the 
face  from  the  terrific  winds,  we  made  for  home, 
and  I  was  not  surprised  to  find,  on  looking  at  my 
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paper  the  next  morning,  that  quite  a  column  of 
it  was  devoted  to  a  description  of  the  flight  of 
various  insecure  hoardings,  chimney  pots,  slates, 
and  other  "  unconsidered  trifles  "  on  that  eventful 
day ;  and,  by  the  bye,  I  also  remember  that  the 
consumption  of  tobacco,  owing  to  that  same  gale, 
was,  well — phenomenal.  Old  Hand 
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"POPULAR  DOG  KEEPING."* 

Every  Englishman  loves,  or  should  love,  his 
dog,  and  perhaps  there  is  nothing  which  shows 
how  very  fond  our  countrymen  are  of  their  four- 
footed  friends  now  than  the  fact  that  we  see  again 
and  again  books  on  the  dog  and  the  way  to  keep 
him  published  by  those  who  know  pei-fectly 
well  how  to  keep  their  fi^nger  on  the  pulse  of  public 
opinion. 

The  latest  book  on  the  subject  is  that  by  Mr. 
J .  Maxtee,  published  by  Mr.  Upcott  Gill,  and  a 
capital  shillingsworth  it  is.  "Popular  Dog 
Keeping  "  is  one  of  those  books  everybody  should 
read.  It  tells  one  in  a  few  words  how  to  feed  our 
dogs,  how  to  deal  with  them  in  sickness  and 
m  health,  how  to  train  them  to  perform  tricks, 
and,  indeed,  what  to  do  with  them  under  all  con- 
ceivable circumstances.  The  author  is  evidently 
a  lover  of  dogs,  and  we  must  confess  to  a  week- 
ness  also  in  that_  direction,  but  the  book  itself 
contains  a  lot  of  information  compressed  into  a 
small  space,  and  we  can  only  say  to  our  readers 
read  this  book,  and  everyone  will  learn  something, 
however  much  they  think  they  may  know  about 
dogs. 


STRAY  CASTS. 


And  thoDgh    .    .    .    worms  destroy  this  body.— ./«?, 
They  have  made  worms'-meat  of  me.—Mercutio. 
Your  worm  is  your  only  emperor  for  diet.    .    .  A 

man  may  fish  with  the  worm  that  hath  eat  of  a  kins  — 

Hamlet. 

That  is  sufficient.    When  a  man  can  fairly  lay 
the  Bible  and  Shakespeare  under  contribution  for 
a  quotation  or  two  in  point  he  has  done  enough. 
'Twill  serve  ;  but  were  we  so  minded,  it  would-be 
easy  to  show  that  all  literature,  sacred  and  pro- 
fane, ancient  and  modern,  abounds  with  references 
to  the  ultimate  humiliating  destiny  of  our  much- 
loved,  cherished  flesh,  sometimes  in  the  spirit  of 
pathetic   resignation,   and  occasionally  with  a 
touch  of  uneasy,  half-goulish  laughter.    And  yet 
the  fact  is  your  worm  does  not  eat  flesh  at  all, 
being  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  strict  and 
consistent  vegetarian!    But,  of  course,  the  poet 
and  rhetorician  could  never  resist  the  temptation 
to  say  a    good   thing,  and  in  its    way  the 
"good  thing"    in    question  is,   in  its  many 
and  various    renderings,  the  most  supremely 
impressive    conception    that    has    ever  fallen 
from  human  lips.     It    is  quite  obvious  that 
Hamlet  s  worm  is  simply  the  common  or  garden 
vennis  with  which  the  ingenious  youth  of  Elsinore 
pulled  out  his  dab  or  flounder ;  so  that  there  is  no 
ridmg  off  on  a  side  issue  by  saying  that  the 
"  worm  "  of  decomposition  is  meant;  and,  indeed, 
the  bare  suggestion  of  such  a  thing  is  intolerable', 
not  to  say  revolting.    No  doubt  Shakespeare  him- 
self, who  knew  everything,   knew  exactly  the 
truth  about  the  matter;  but  his  Hamlets  and 
Mercutios  were  not  supposed  to  know,  or,  indeed, 
care  for  any  such  contemptible  scientific  quib- 
bling,  worthy  only  of  some  wretched,  raoced 
apothecary,    who,    with    culling    of  simples, 
surreptitiously  combined  an  unclean  prying  into 
the  more  odious  secrets  of  animal  life ;  and  so 
they  spoke  and  felt  just  as  men  of  the  world  and  of 
their  time   should  do.    And  the  didactic  and 
poetic  have  nothing  to  do  with  scientific  accuracy 
2ierse;  the  popular  apprehension  of  things  is  the 
material  they  have  to  work  with,  and  whether  that 
is  wholly  erroneous  or  not  is  utterly  immaterial 
to  the  inspired  singer  or  the  sage.     There  is 
nothing,  for  instance,  to  approach  the  sublime 
grandeur  of  Joshua,  rapt  with  victory,  calling  on 
the    heavenly  bodies  themselves  to  stay  and 
behold  the  overthrow  of  the  enemies  of  Jehovah's 
chosen  seed,  and  one  would  just  like  to  know  who 
was  the  first  dunce  who  took  the  great  leader's 
words  in  stupid,  literal  earnest.     He  has  had 
plenty  of  followers   since,   of  course,  but  the 
interest  of  the  case  centres  in  him. 

*  London  :  Upcott  Gill,  170,  Strand,  W.C.    Price  Is. 


He  drinks  like  a  fish,"  too,  is  a  handy  ex- 
pression which  has  done  much  good  service  in  its 
time,  though  here  again  it  has  to  be  noted  that  a 
fish  does  not  drink  at  all,  and  this,  by  the  way, 
reminds  me  of  a  most  ludicrously  pedantic 
correction  of  a  story  on  grounds  of  scientific 
accui-acy  which  came  in  my  way  a  week  or  two 
ago.  I  was  reading  and  laughing  over  one  of 
Mark  Twain's  ever  delightful  books,  when  a  friend 
came  sauntering  into  my  den,  and  naturally 
enough  asked  what  was  tickling  me.  I  at  once 
re-read  for  him  Mark's  inimitable  letter  of  advice 
to  the  young  man  who  wrote  asking  for  advice  as 
to  the  quantity  of  fish  brain  he,  the  writer,  should 
take  for  breakfast  with  a  view  to  getting  his 
brain  power  up  to  the  standard  required  for 
writing  for  the  paper  Mark  then  edited.  The 
humorist,  in  reply,  said  that,  judging  by  the 
style  and  tone  of  the  letter  of  inq'uii-y,  he  thought 
that  the  brains  of  two  whales  would  probably^be 
enough  to  begin  with.  "  Not  large  whales,  mind 
you  ;  just  average  size  whales,  and  you  can  let  me 
know^  how  you  are  getting  on  after  a  week's 
trial."  But  my  listener  never  relaxed  a  muscle, 
and  when  I  looked  up  he  slowly  remarked,  with 
the  gravity  of  a  man  who  spends  most  of  his  life 
weighing  his  words,  "  Yes,  but  a  whale  is  not  a 
fish  at  all !  "  Need  I  say  that  my  friend  was  a 
Scotchman  ? 

I  am  not  prepared  to  imitate  Mr.  Balfour  so  far 
as  to  write  a  complete  apology  for  my  philosophic 
doubt  on  the  subject,  but,  with  all  due  respect,  I 
venture  to  hint  a  doubt  about  fish  being  attracted 
by  the  smell  of  baits.  Doubt,  I  know,  is  intolerable 
to  some,  hateful  as  anarchy  itself,  and  certainly 
doubt  very  often  is  moral  or  intellectual  anarchy 
But  I  am  a  born  doubter.    Except,  conditionally, 
I  believe  in  nothing;  and  while  I  shall  be  only 
too  happy  to  bait  with  lug  when  the  water  is  thick, 
and  with  silvery  smelt  when  it  is  clear,  and  shall 
feel  grateful  to  the  mentor  who  so  advises  me — 
should  I  find  that  arrangement  to  give  me  sport 
— still,  I  am  not  quite  prepared  to  follow  him 
when  he  contends  that  the  lug  is  the  bait  for 
thick  water,  because  it  then  can  be  smelled  when 
not  even  silver  can  be  seen.  I  have  not  seen  a  copy 
of  Walton  for  some  years,  but,  if  I  may  trust  my 
memory,  the  master  was  a  believer  in  scented 
baits,  and  tells  some  interesting  stories  of  their 
efficacy  in  other  hands  than  his  own.    In  fact, 
fpgaking  at  a  venture,  I  doubt  if  he  ever  admits 
haviog   used   them   himself.     One  recipe  for 
scenting  he  gives  in  a  learned  tongue  even,  lest 
the  vulgar  should  profanely  exploit  a  secret  so 
precious,  from  all  of  which  I  gather  that  Walton 
was  quite  prepared  to  believe  that  fish  can,  to  put 
it  in  plain  sporting  language,  hunt  by  scent. 
But  the  editor  of  my  Walton  added  a  few  remarks 
of  his  own  to  all  this,  the  point  of  which  was  that 
scented  baits  were  simply  a  delusion  and  a  snare, 
and    that   the  angler    never    approached  his 
quarry,    or   could   approach   it,    on    the  side 
of    the    sense    of    smell.     Now,   it    is  quite 
true    that    Walton    is    a    great    man,  and 
my  editor  a  very  small  man,  and  it  is  also  true 
that  to  compare  Achilles  with  a  sergeant- instructor 
of  musketry  would  be  a  monstrous  profanation, 
enough  to  make  Homer  himself  turn  in  his  gi-ave. 
Still,  the  musketry  instructor  could  give  Achilles 
a  wrinkle  or  two  about  weapons  that  would  make 
the  "  swift-footed  "  gasp  and  shiver  even  in  his 
invincible  panoply  from  Vulcan's  anvil,  for  in  the 
world  of  experiment  each  man  stands  on  the 
shoulders  of  every  man  who  preceded  him,  and 
the  child  of  to-day  may  be  found  smiling  at  the 
errors  of  an  illustrious  ancestor,  and  of  the  two 
may  be  the  safer  guide.    That  a  fish  is  led  by  his 
nose  I  altogether  doubt — not  to  say  deny — and  I 
value  not  the  prestige  of  a  great  name  arrayed 
against  me  one  pin,  except  it  is  backed  by  the 
inexorable  logic  of  facts.    Who  can  specify  a  case 
of  a  fish  being  drawn  by  his  nose  ?    Let  some  one 
blind  a  fish,  and  so  proceed  to  exhaustive  experi- 
ments with  the  creature,  and  then,  perhaps,  we 
shall  see  what  we  shall  see.    In  these  days  of 
vivisection  no  one,  I  am  sure,  can  object  to  this 
modest  proposal. 

When  troat  fishing  from  a  boat,  always  land 
your  fish  on  the  windward  side,  especially  if  they 
are  big  fish.  I  have  reason  for  believing  this 
advice  is  not  as  unnecessary  as  it  seems,  but  it 
is  not  necessary  to  go  farther  into  particulars. 
If  you  miss  your  fish  with  the  net  on  the  lee 
side,  your  boat  presently  drifts  on  top  of  him, 
and  he  is  under  it  to  hang  ycur  collar  up  on  the 
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frayed  and  jagged  surface  of  the  keel,  with  the 
usual  results.     On  the  windward  side  you  drift 
away  from  him,  and  so  can  bring  him  up  again.  A 
And  the  discipline  of  the  situation  is  goodrand* 
develops  a  carefal  hand  and  eye,  and  a  habit  of* 
coolness  and  self-control.    It  is  fine  to  see  a 
master  hand  hauling  a  half  exhausted  61b.  trout 
otten  and  steadily  up  to  a  drifting  boat  in  a  gale, 
and  yet  never  hauling  an  ounce  too  much.  He 
that  IS  able  to  receive  it,  let  him  Keceive  it. 

MONA. 


BAILY^S  FOX 
DIRECTORY 


HUNTING 
1897-cS. 


Edited  by  the  editor  of  Bailys  Mamzme  of 
bports  and  Pastimes,  and  nicely  produced  by 
Messrs.  Vinton  and  Co.,  Ltd..  9,  New  Brido'e- 
street,  London,  this  new  "  Fox  Hunting  Directory  " 
promises  to  have  a  long  and  successful  run 
annually. 

In  addition  to  carefully  compiled  statistics  of 
the  Foxhound  Packs  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  there  are  articles  on  "  Kennel  Mana<re- 
'-Hunting  Equipment,"  -  Fox  Coverts 
and  Artificial  Earths,"  "  Choosing  a  Course  for  a 
Pomt-to-Point,"  ^^e.  The  frozen-out  huntsman 
who  found  a  copy  of  this  work  on  the  smokin<^- 
room  table  of  his  hotel  would  bless  the  landlord 
and  foi-get  his  woe  for  a  time. 


THAT  BIG  PIKE! 


During  the  past  summer  I  spent  several 
weeks  angling  for  trout  and  coarse  fish  in  a  stretch 
of  the  Thames  a  few  miles  above  Oxford. 

One  day  a  local  fisherman  told  me  of  an 
imniense  pike  he  had  seen,  making  "  big  waves  " 
in  his  efforts  to  secure  an  afternoon's  meal.  Not 
caring  for  pike  fishing,  except  in  the  winter,  I 
carefully  marked  the  spot,  resolving  to  grass  this 
monster  when  the  right  time  came.  m 
Last  week  I  arrived  at  my  old  quarters,  and  on  f 
a  cold,  dull  morning,  with  a  good  puntsman  and 
plenty  of  bait  on  board,  we  rowed  upstream 
about  half  a  mile  above  the  home  of  this  great 
fish — turned,  and  commenced  to  fish  down. 
_  The  fish  did  not  run  well,  but  that  mattered 
little  to  the  fisherman,  for  each  move  was  one 
nearer  to  where  the  excitement  of  the  day  was 
expected  to  take  place.  At  last  the  length  of 
deep  water  was  reached — an  ideal  spot  for  a  bi^ 
fish,  because  both  below  and  above  it  the  river 
shallowed  for  several  hundred  yards. 

_A  new  bait  is  put  on  the  Archer  spinner,  the 
wire  trace  is  examined  and  tested,  and  then  very 
carefully  the  bait  is  swung  down  and  across  the 
stream  in  turns.  There  is  a  solemn  sort  of  feeling 
on  board — perhaps  nervous  would  be  a  better- 
word — as  time  after  time  the  bait  came  through 
the  water  without  being  touched.    But,  they  say, 
"  Everything  cjmes  to  him  who  waits:"  Well, 
anyway,  the  bait  swings  out  again  as  usual,  some 
25yds.,  and  before  it  has  been  spinning  long  it  is 
into  a  fish.    For  a  moment  a  floiting  log  might 
have  been  struck,  and  then  in  a  very  determined 
sort  of  way  the  creature  headed  down  stream,  its 
weight  being  such  that  the  rodsmin  cried,  "Drop 
the  anchor,  William,  and  haya  both  hands  free, 
for  the  big  pike  is  on."    Some  15yds.  of  Hub  were 
allowed,  with  some  reluctance,  to  leave  the  reel, 
and  then  it  was  observed  that  the  fi-h  could  not 
be  far  from  a  bed  of  rushes ;  hence  he  must  be 
turned.    The  winding  in  commenced,  and  like  a 
dead  thing  the  fish,  without  any  fight,  although 
keeping  well  down,   camg   slowly  and  heavily 
towards  the  gaff. 

William  stood  i-eady  to  do  his  part,  and,  it  will 
always  be  an  unanswerable  question  whether 
fisherman  or  puntsman  felt  most  nervous  now  the 
critical  moment  had  come. 

But  anxiety  in  a  twinkle  gave  way  to  laughter, 
for  when  the  fish  appeared  beside  the  punt  it 
proved  to  be  a  barbel,  hooked  in  the  back  fin  ! 
The  fish  was  about  to  be  gaffed,  for  we  had  no 
net,  when  he  made  one  more  plunge  for  life  and 
liberty,  and  I'm  sorry  to  say  he  was  not  un- 
successful. 

For  the  next  few  minutes  not  a  word  was 
uttered  in  the  punt,  both,  I  suppose,  counting 
silence  to  be  "  most  golden  "  under  such  trying,  if 
not  uncommon,  circumstances.  Then  William 
asked  :  "  Sir,  did  you  ever  hook  a  barbel  in  that 
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way  b^ore  ■■  '"Xo."  I  answered,  "and  I  don't 
think  any  one  is  ever  likely  to  do  so  again."  The 
fish  looked  to  be  some  81b.  in  weight. 

My  stoiy  is  ended,  but  the  big  pike  is  still  in 
the  river.  If  ever  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  find 
him,  I  will  be  sure  to  let  the  world  know  of  it. 
after  passing  through  such  a  (to  me)  remarkable 
experience  in  my  first  attempt  to  entice  him  into 
a  glass  case,  and  thus  rescue  him  from  oblivion 
and  make  him  famous  for  ever  and  a  day. 

J.  C. 


FISHIXG  REMINISCENCES. 


Mt  first  day's  experience  at  fly  fishing  was 
anything  but  satisfactory.  I  had  anticipated,  with 
all  the  self-confidence  and  extravagant  fancies  of 
a  tvro,  a  big  haiU,  if  not  a  record.  I  made  neither. 

In  the  moi-ning  I  stai-ted  for  the  river  light- 
hearted,  joyous,  and  brimming  over  with  the  milk 
of  human  kindness.  For  five  hoiirs  I  concentrated 
all  my  physical  and  mental  powers  on  attempts 
to  throw  20ft.  of  a  line  fair  and  square  on  the 
river;  but  in  vain.  After  pulling  up  all  the 
weeds  in  a  wide  circular  space  around  me,  after 
springing  the  top  splice  of  my  rod,  and  damaging 
beyond  repair  tackle  to  tlie  value  of  lOs.,  and, 
after  excavating  from  divers  parts  of  my  dress 
and  body  several  flies,  I  returned  home,  holding 
the  rod— the  top  of  which  was  ornamented  with  a 
fleecy  maze  of  gut— by  the  middle,  and  feeling 
sullen,  revengeful,  and  generally  wicked. 

As  I  trudged  along  in  this  mood,  I  conceived  an 
idea.  The  rector  of  the  parish,  a  comparatively 
young  man,  who  had  already  gained  for  himself 
a  reputation  by  his  profound  researches  in  natural 
history,  had  expressed  to  the  farmer  with  whom  I 
lodged  a  strong  desire  to  learn  the  art  of  fly 
fishing.  Well.  I  would  put  my  fishing  requisites 
at  his  disposal,  and  persuade  him  to  realise  his 
desire  at  once — to  mon-ow,  if  possible.  Then, 
whilst  he  was  fishing,  I  would  study  natural 
history,  and  hoped,  from  a  close  obsei-vation  of  all 
the  circumstances  incident  to  the  occasion,  to  be 
able  to  contriljute  in  my  humble  way  some  in- 
teresting and  instructive  facts  to  the  field  of 
science.  I  became  quite  cheery  at  the  prospect, 
and  spent  the  whole  evening  disentangling  my 
tackle,  selecting  flies,  and  putting  everything  in 
i-eadiness  for  the  rector's  use  on  the  morrow. 

The  next  morning,  however.  I  did  not  feel  half 
so  eager  to  persuade  the  rector  to  take  up  his 
new  study.  Nevertheless.  I  started  in  a  half 
hearted,  abstracted  manner  towards  the  rectory 
and  in  a  short  time  found  myself,  much  to  my 
surprise,  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  When  there. 
I  thought  I  might  as  well  try  what  I  could  do  in 
the  way  of  casting.  I  found  that  my  action  was 
a  decided  improvement  on  the  day  before.  True, 
the  flies  would,  catch  on  the  grass  and  weeds,  but 
they  never  stuck  on  my  back,  arms,  or  head,  or 
rushed  madly  for  my  stockings,  towards  which 
they  had  manifested  a  most  inordinate  desire 
the  previous  day. 

I  had  been  standing  for  an  hour  on  the  same 
ground— I  was  afraid  to  move  lest  I  migh£  lose 
the  trick  of  casting— throwing  with  great  delibera- 
tion and  gravity,  when  I  was  accosted  by  an  aged 
rustic,  who  was  engaged  in  the  same  exhilarating 
pastime  as  myself.  He  had  caught  nothing,  and 
looke<l  rather  pleased  that  I  had  done  the  same. 
Did  I  see  any  rises  ^  Of  course,  a  big  fellow 
had  ri.sen  seven  times  at  my  tail  fly  right  where  I 
was.  He  looked  a  little  incredulous,  and  then 
proceeded  to  examine  my  casting  line.  AVhen 
he  perceived  the  manner  in  which  I  had 
stnmg  eight  flies  along  the  line,  he  offered  to 
show  me  how  to  put  the  flies  on.  He  only  put 
on  four,  and  handed  me  the  remainder.  He 
replaced  the  three  he  had  on  his  own  line  with 
these,  and  as  he  started  down  the  river  he  said, 
'•  Mister,  you'll  know  now  how  to  put  flies  on!'' 
I  watched  him  fishing  until  he  disappeared  in  a 
spinney  that  bordered  the  river  about  half  a  mile 
distant.  Then  I  resumed  with  some  degree  of 
confidence  my  practice. 

The  following  day  I  was  at  the  river  early,  and, 
finding  my  hand  had  h>3t  mme  of  its  cunning,  I 
ventured  to  change  my  gn^un'd,  and — hooked  a 
fish  the  first  throw.  I  didn't  know  it,  however, 
till  I  threw  a  8ec<md  time,  and  then  my  attention 
was  aroused  by  the  loud  splash  the  line  made 
in-  falling  on  the  water.  Thinking  it  was  a 
piece  f.f  stick,  I  lifted  the  line  out  of  the 


water  gently,  and  on  perceiving  a  wriggling  body 
at  one  of  the  flies,  I  whirled  it  over  my  head  like 
lightning,  and,  with  the  impetus  of  the  throw,  fell 
on  my  back.  I  was  soon  on  my  feet,  and  rushing 
for  the  fish— the  reward  of  three  days'  vexations, 
pains,  and  almosl  insuperable  difiiculties — fourd 
that  it  measured  jast  3  Jin. 

I  caught  no  more  that  evening,  but  on  the  next 
and  following  days  I  was  more  successful. 
My  record  was  a  A-pounder.  When  I  hooked  him 
I  gave  a  violent  jerk,  and  landed  him  with  a  thud 
against  the  steep  bank.  As  he  was  falling  back 
into  his  native  element,  I  swooped  on  him  with 
the  net.  and  landed  him  with  much  excitement. 
On  my  way  home  that  day  I  met  a  great  many 
farmers  and  day  labourers  retui-ning  from  their 
work  in  the  fields.  They  always  asked  me  if 
sport  were  good  to-day,  and  I  would  put  my  hand 
in  the  basket,  and  pull  out,  in  a  careless,  casual 
way.  the  ^-pounder,  at  the  same  time  saying. 
■•  Pretty  fair.'" 

A  short  time  after  my  initiation  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  art.  I  was  fishing  in  deep 
sluggish  water,  where  the  river  twisted  and 
tui-ned  in  flat  meadow  lands.  The  day  was 
sultry  and  the  fish  lazv,  so  I  thought,  if  I  could 
not  catch  fish,  I  would  practise  long  distance 
casting.  With  each  cast  I  lengthened  the  line 
about "Sft.,  and  was  able  to  touch  the  opposite 
bank.  To  vary  the  exercise,  I  began  irjing  to 
throw  the  tail  fly  between  two  branches  of  a 
willow  gi-owing  close  together  on  the  opposite 
bank. 

At  the  first  attempt  the  tail  fly  fell  on  a  little 
twig,  and  then  dropped  into  the  water  under  the 
shadow  of  the  willow.  Almost  immediately  the 
line  tore  off  the  wheel  with  a  whin-  and  a  screech, 
and  the  placid  waters  became  a  boiling  surge.  I 
gasped,  and  nearly  di-opped  the  rod  with 
alarm  at  the  sudden  and  unexpected.  For  a 
minute  I  stood  holding  the  rod  in  both  hands 
with  tense  muscles,  and  watching  in  a  dazed  way 
the  centre  of  disturbance  moving  rapidly  down 
the  pool.  At  length  reaUsing  that  I  had  hooked 
a  fish,  I  commenced  pulling  with  all  my  might. 
The  fish  leaped  clean  out  of  the  water  several 
times.  At  last,  when  victory  seemed  near,  the 
line  broke,  the  fish  escaped,  and— all  became  a 
blank. 

The  next  morning,  according  to  previous 
arrangement,  I  proceeded  to  the  rectory,  to 
accompany  the  rector  to  the  river,  where  be 
intended  making  his  ih'hi'd  as  an  angler.  I  found 
him  studying  a  gnat's  wing  under  a  microscope ; 
but  he  gave  up  this  interesting  recreation  some- 
what reluctantly  to  get  his  rod  and  tackle.  When 
it  came  to  selecting  a  cast,  I  suggested  he  should 
put  ten  flies  on.  "Oh.  well;  I  suppose  I'll  try 
eight."  he  said,  doubtingly. 

He  had  strong  ideas  about  certain  colours,  and 
chose  the  "cast"  himself.  I  showed  him  ho\y  to 
put  the  flies  on.  and  he  soon  became  as  proficient 
as  myself,  looping  on  the  eight  flies  with  remark- 
able rapidity.  It  may  be  added  that  the  tail  tiy 
was  a  salmon  fly  of  the  most  gorgeous  plumage. 
I  was  going  to  protest,  but  for  a  beginner  it 
didn't  matter  much,  and  I  held  my  peace.  When 
he  was  ready  to  begin,  he  said,  ••  Now.  just  leave 
me  to  myself.    I  think  I  can  do  the  rest,  thank 

J'OU.'" 

I  readily  consented,  and  walked  up  the  river; 
and  having  crawled  through  a  thick  hedge,  about 
20vd8.  from  the  rector,  I  began  fishing  towards 
the  pool  where  I  had  hooked  the  big  trout  the 
day  before.  But  the  day  was  hot.  and  without  a 
breath  of  air;  the  fish  were  sluggish,  and  the  big 
one  made  no  demonstration.  I  returned  to  the 
hedge,  and,  peering  through  the  thick  network  of 
branches,  perceived  the  rector  sitting  on  a  large 
stone,  with  a  bewildered  look  on  his  face,  as  he 
tried  to  disentagle  a  confused  mass  of  gut  and 
flies.  I  sat  down  behind  the  hedge,  and  enjoyed 
a  long  smoke.  I  then  got  up,  and,  looking  through 
the  hedge,  saw  that  the  rector  had  restored  the 
line  to  order,  and  was  preparing  to  cast. 

At  last  the  arms  were  suddenly  thrown  forward, 

and  the  rector  huddled  down,  staggered  to 

the  side,  and  fell  over  a  stone.  He  lay  motionless 
for  a  minute  or  so,  and  then  slowly  raised  himself 
on  his  elbow,  and  looked  around  him  in  a  startled, 
nervous  manner.  I  was  about  to  proclaim  my 
presence,  when  he  jumped  with  alacrity  to  his 
feet,  and  stepped  towards  the  rod,  which  had 
fallen  out  of  his  hand.  But  he  suddenly  halted, 
and,  lifting  his  left  leg,  allowed  me,  with  the 


assistance  of  a  penknife,  to  cut  out.  along  with 
an  irregular  piece  of  cloth,  lin.  by  3in.,  from  his 
superfine  black  cloth  trousers,  the  salmon  fly. 
When  this  operation  was  completed,  he  looked 
ruefully  at  the  hole  he  had  made  ;  then  ruthlessly 
applied  the  knife  to  the  line,  and   pitched  the 
salmon  fly  into  the  river.    After  rubbing  his  leg 
gingerly,  he  pulled  out  his  pocket-book,  selected  a 
fly,  and  put  it  in  the  place  of  the  one  discarded  with 
such  ignominy.    This  done,  he  lengthened  his  line 
considerably,  laid  it  straight  on  the  grass  behind 
him,   and    assumed    his  peculiar  attitude  for 
casting.    After  the  usual  interval  he  jerked  his 
hands  forward,  and— the  line  snapped,  lea^4ng 
8ft.  or  9ft.  on  the  grass,  where  it  was  held  fast  by 
half  a  dozen  flies  that  clung  tenaciously  to  slender 
stalks  of  grass  and  weeds.    Having  repaired  the 
broken  line,  he  laid  the  line  on  the  top  of  a  row  of 
small  stones,  which  he  placed  in  a  straight  row  a 
little  to  the  right,  and  in  rear  of  his  position. 
The    silvery    line,    decorated    with    the  vari- 
coloured flies,   rose   in  the   air,   and  swaying 
gracefully,  suddenly  darted  forwards  towards  the 
river  as  the  rod  got  a  sudden  jerk.    But  the 
rector  was  in  the  way.    The  first  fly  caught  on 
the  brim  of  his  soft  hat,  and  was  speeding  on 
with   it   to   the   river,   when   its    course  was 
suddenly  arrested  as  the  remaining  flies  swarmed 
about  the  rector's   back  and  legs,  where  each 
became  firmly  fastened,  and  the  hat  dropped  over 
the   dazed    angler's    face.     I    crawled  slowly 
through  a  hole  in  the  hedge,  and  walked  to 
his  relief.     The  first  fly  was  imbedded  in  the 
rector's  calf.    I  tried  to  jerk  it  out,  but  no; 
it  had  to  be  cut  out.   The  other  flies  were  stuck  m 
the  cloth  just  far  enough  to  suggest  to  the  rector 
that  they  were  there.    I  cut  five  circular  patches, 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  out  of  his 
coat  and  underclothing ;  lifted  the  line,  and  was 
coiling  it  up,  when  he  suddenly  clapped  both 
hands  on  his  head  and  bawled  out,  "  My  head,  my 
head,  the  one  in  my  head  !  "    I  excavated  it,  and 
then  he  began  stroking  gently  all  the  damaged 
parts  of  his  body.    "It's  not  so  bad,  after  all,  ' 
I  said,   by  way   of  consoling  him.     After  his 
departure  I   lay   down   under   the   shadow  of 
the  hawthorn  hedge,  and  thought,  with  varying 
emotions,  over  what  I  had  seen  and  learned  m  the 
domain  of  natra-al  history,  and,  as  I  rose  to  return 
home,  there  recurred  to  me  the  words  of  a  proverb 
I  had  learned  at  school,  "  Nec  scire  fas  est  omnia." 

T.  KiRKPATRICK. 


IN  FAR  FINMARKEN. 


I. 

Far,  far  north  in  the  so-called  land  of  the  mid- 
night sun,  where  the  long  rolling  waves  of  the 
Arctic  Ocean  beat  upon  the  rockbound  coast  ot 
northern  Norway,  lies  a  narrow  and  fertile  valley. 
On  either  side  the  steep,  rocky  mountains  stand 
out  high  against  the  northern  sky,  in  the  middle 
a  crystal-clear  river,  with  many  a  twist  and  turn, 
hurries  on  its  downward  course  to  the  sea.  borne 
four  or  five  farms  lie  scattered  up  and  down  the 
valley,  owned  by  Norwegians  who  came  and 
settled  here  full  thirty  years  ago.  .  ,  ^  , 

Outside  one  of  these  farms  there  might  have 
been  seen  some  months  ago  five  men  and  two 
ponies  just  starting  for  an  expedition  up  the 
valley.  There  were  three  Englishmen,  "  the  Old 
Man"='  "Split  Cane,"  and  "  Castleconnell ;  _  the 
other  two  members  of  the  party  were  Norwegians, 
one  Bmil  M.,  a  young  law  student  trom 
Christiania,  the  other  the  worthy  owner  ot  the 

'^with  many  a  "farrel"  and  wave  of  the  hand 
we  started  off.  At  the  head  of  the  procession 
rode  the  farmer,  seated  bareback  on  one  pony 
and  leading  the  other,  upon  whose  back  were 
piled  up  tent  poles,  tent,  provisions,  blankets,  and 
all  the  paraphernalia  necessary  for  a  two  or  three 
days'  camping  out.  The  track  lay  for  the  most 
part  through  a  thick  belt  of  birch  trees,  which 
stretched  from  the  lower  ranges  of  the  mountains 
down  to  the  edge  of  the  stream  ;  uphill  and  down- 
hill, now  along  the  banks,  of  the  river  and  over 
the  white  boulders  left  high  and  dry  by  the 
autumn  and  spring  floods,  then  away  inland  again 
to  the  top  of  a  high  sandy  ridge,  Irom  ^hich  a 
fine  \iew  of  the  surrounding  country  could  be 
obtained.  Behind  us  lay  the  narrow  gorge 
through  which  we  had  just  passed,  m  tront  tiie 


valley,  ever  widening  as  it  stretched  further  and 
further  south,  till  highland  and  lowland  were 
merged  in  one  in  the  distant  haze. 

A  couple  of  miles  more,  and  the  farmer  informed 
us  that  it  was  necessary  to  halt  for  a  short  time 
and  rest  the  ponies.  A  broken  down  hut,  erected 
by  an  Englishman  in  the  days  when  none  but 
Lapps  ever  visited  the  valley,  afPorded  shelter  to 
some  of  the  party,  but  "  Castleconnell  "  preferred 
to  expose  himself  to  the  sweltering  rays  of  the  sun, 
and  lay  stretched  on  the  top  of  a  huge  rock' 
watching  the  movements  of  two  salmon  who  were 
lying  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep,  clear  pool  below. 

After  a  rest  of  about  an  hour  we  were  not 
sorry  to  move  on  again,  for  the  mosquitoes  were 
terrible ;  tobacco  smoke  was  not  of  the  slightest 
avail  against  their  vigorous  onslaught,  even  the 
veils  which  covered  our  faces  and  heads  did  not 
keep  them  out.    The  track  now  led  us  away  from 
the  river,  uphill  on  to  higher  ground,  where  we 
.  discovered  fresh  traces  of  a  bear.    Bruin,  how- 
evei%  did  not  put  in  an  appearance,  so  we  tramped 
on  for  another  thi-ee  or  four  miles,  and  halted 
spot  the  scrub  was  very  thick, 
and  the  mosquitoes  were,  if  possible,  worse  than 
betore,  so  we  soon  saddled  up,  and  went  on  our 
way,  if  not  rejoicing,  at  least  with  a  feeling  of 
satisfaction  that  we  had  covered  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  distance  to  our  camping  ground. 
A  somewhat  perilous  pick-a-back  journey  over  a 
small  stream,  when  the  "  Old  Man's  "  feather  weight 
—he  only  weighs  about  14st.— nearly  precipitated 
both  carrier  and  carried  into  the  water,  a  short 
uphill,  and  we  reached  a  high  plateau, 
studded  with  short  birch  trees,  growing  at  such 
regular  distances  from  one  another  that  the  place 
bore  a  strong  resemblance  to  a  large  English 
orchard.    Soon  after  this  we  emerged  on  to  the 
open  moorland ;  to  our  right  lay  a  low  range  of 
hills,  to  our  left  the  river,  and  beyond  it  a  long 
undulating  stretch  of  country,  covered  with  but 
little  vegetation.     The   sun   was  now  sinking 
towards  the  west,  the  cool  moorland  air  revived 
our  drooping  spirits,  so  we  hastened  on,  and  in 
less  than  half  an  hour  were  breasting  the  last 
ridge  to  descend  a  steep  bank,  and  find  ourselves 
at  our  camping  ground.    Truly  a  most  enchanting 
spot,  and  one  to  rejoice  a  fisherman's  heart.  A 
small  lake,  surrounded  by  a  belt  of  trees,  the 
shores  fringed  with  reeds,  save  to  the  south,  where 
the  river  came  tumbUng  in,  and  to  the  north, 
1X7®     flowed  out  between  low  lying  banks. 
We  soon  had  a  good  fire  burning,  and  were 
watching  the  kettle  boil,  and  with  keen  appetites 
devoured  a  hasty  meal,  for  all  feeUngs  of  weari- 
ness after  the  day's  long  tramp  disappeared  at 
tlie  sight  ot  the  numerous  ripples  that  disturbed 
the  glassy  surface  of  the  lake— sure  signs  that 
the  fash  were  on  the  feed— and  at  the  sound  of  an 
occasional  splash  made  by  some  one  more  greedy 
than  the  rest.    These  fish  were  responsible  for  a 
good  deal  of  discomfort  to  us,  for  in  our  eagerness 
to  be  aiter  them  we  pitched  our  tent  too  near  the 
lake,  being  in  too  much  of  a  hurry  to  take  the 
trouble  to  move  our  goods  and  chattels  further 
up  the  hillside.     Just  as  we  were  putting  the 
hnishing  touches  to  our  camp  a  slight  breeze 
^Pu'^'!?^'^?'-f.°  °^  to  fish  full  of  hope. 

The  Old  Man  "  fished  the  head  of  the  lake,  just 
where  the  river  came  in,  and  "Split  Cane"  and 
OastleconneU "  took  the  sides.  Herr  Emil  M 
did  not  fish.  Sometimes,  when  the  mood  seized 
him,  he  would  borrow  a  rod  and  flog  the  water  • 
aye,  and  he  did  flog  it,  too,  for  fly,  cast,  line,  and 
generally  half  the  rod  were  submerged  at  each 
stroke  Then,  when  he  had  frightened  every  self- 
respecting  fish  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  would  sit 
down  upon  the  bank  and  say  that  there  weren't 
any  lish  m  the  river. 

One  hears  occasionally  of  some  happy  Elysium 
where  the  untutored  trout  snap  greedily  at  the 
fly,  never  hesitating  for  one  moment  to  consider 
what  It  may  be.  Such  a  place  was  this;  but  of 
salmon,  stor  lax,"  great  salmon  which  we  had 
traveUed  all  this  way  to  catch,  we  couldn't  even 
catch  a  glimpse.  Trout  there  were,  and  good 
trout,  too,  m  abundance,  and  in  a  short  timi  we 
had  quite  enough  for  our  own  immediate  wants. 
Presently  a  shout  of  "Got  him"  from  "SpHt 
Cane  raised  our  hopes,  but  the  fish  turned  out 
to  be  only  a  grilse,  which  after  a  very  pretty 
tight  ot  some  minutes  was  brought  to  bank,  and 
scaled  a  good  4Ib.  However,  salmon  or  no 
salmon,  the  evening  was  one  which  could  not  but 
make  a  lasting  impression  on  the  memories  of  all 


THE  riSHING  GAZETTE 

who  witnessed  its  wondrous  glory.  About  eleven 
o  clock  the  northern  sky  was  one  brilliant  mass 
of  crimson  and  gold,  a  subtle  pink  atmosphere 
seemed  to  cover  the  neighbouring  hills,  the  ruffled 
waters  of  the  lake  (reflecting  the  gorgeous 
coloui-mg  of  the  sky)  shone  like  blazing  bars  of 
red  and  gold.  To  the  south  dark  clouds,  big  with 
ram,  were  gathering  fast,  ever  and  anon  a  bright 
streak  of  lightning  and  the  low  rumble  of  distant 
thunder  added  to  the  grandeur  of  the  scene ;  and, 
as  if  nature  had  not  put  forth  sufficient  of  her 
wonders,  between  sunshine  and  storm  shone  the 
beauteous  colours  of  a  rainbow. 

Towards  midnight  wa  returned  to  camp,  being 
summoned  thither  by  the  cry  of  the  inner  man 
and  of  Emil  M.,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
farmer,  had  been  preparing  supper.    The  "Old 
Man,"  who  had  been  further  up  stream,  brought 
back  a  nice  grilse,  and  reported  a  series  of  small 
lakes  connected  with  one  another  by  the  river. 
"  Split  Cane  "  returned  with  a  yarn  about  some 
mighty  fish  which  he  had  noi  brought  back  with 
him.    We  all  brought  back  mosquitoes.  Supper 
over,  the  "Old  Man"  and  Emil  retired  into  the 
tent,  eveiy  crack  and  crevice  had  to  be  stopped 
up  to  keep  out  the  mosquitoes,  so  the  temperature 
under  the  canvas  was  if  possible  higher  than 
outside,  and  the  chances  of  getting  any  rest 
seemed  somewhat  remote.    Such  being  the  state 
of  affairs,  "Castleconnell"  and  "Split  Cane" 
scorned  all  ideas  of  sleep,  and  were  soon  hard  at 
work  again.    Five  hours  later  there  was  on  view 
squatting  outside  the  tent  a  weary  fisherman 
poking  up  the  embers  of  the  dying  fire,  an  empty 
pipe  drooping  from  his  lips  as  he  waited  for  the 
coffee  to  boil.  To  him  entered  another  fisherman ; 
few  were  the  words  that  passed  between  them, 
but  the  morning  breeze  wafted  strange  mur- 
mm-ings   into   the   tent   that   seemed  to  say, 
"  nothing  but  trout."  A.  H. 

{To  he  continued.) 
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AT  THE  EERIVE  RIVER. 


The  car  had  drawn  up  at  the  door  very  early, 
and  we  had  hopefully  driven  the  nine  Irish  miles 
to  the  Errive,  a  fine  salmon  stream  which,  after 
draining  the  Tevenish  valley  and  Derriherribert 
Flats,  finds  its  way  at  the  foot  of  the  long  Errive 
range,  past  the  Devil's  Mother,  into  the  Killaries. 
The  drive  out  from  Westport  is  one  of  the  loveliest. 
The   road^  runs  past  Braclune,  a  noted  and 
beautiful  'cock  wood,  principally  composed  of 
huge  hollies  and  stunted  oak  trees,  and  skirted 
by  the  upper  shaUows  of  the  Belclare  river,  a 
rocky  little  stream  flowing  into  Clew  Bay,  and 
attractive  to  the  fly  fisher  for  something  beyond 
its  magnificent  scenery.    On  our  right  we  leave 
"  The  Reek,"  to  wit,  the  fine,  shapely  cone  of 
Croagh  Patrick,  fronted  by  its  dark,  rugged 
shoulders  of   Clunagh  and   Crot  Deer  Park; 
beneath,  the  dark  foliage  and  the  glint  of  the 
little  sparkling  river  form  a  fitting  foreground  to 
the  beauty  of  the  scene.    Then,  passing  Mohur 
Lake,  which,  on  dit,  is  full  of  small  fishes,  we 
cross  into  the  big  bog  of  Cusloch,  a  "great, 
sloping  flat"    of   moorland,  redolent  of  bog 
myrtle,  purple  with  ling  and  heath,  cut  here  and 
there  with  numerous  streams,  and  suggestive  of 
hares  and  grouse,  snipe  and  trout.    Finally,  near 
the  junction  of  the  Aille,  or  Black  River,  with 
the  Errive,  we  reach  Shraleagh  Bridge,  and  put 
up  the  horse  at  Pat  Nevan's  house,  hard  by. 
From  this  bridge  down  to  the  Aasleagh  fall  into 
the  KiUaries  it  is  all  good  salmon  water.  Some 
of  the  best  pools  are  at  the  Shraleagh  end,  so  we 
purpose  to  fish  no  farther  than  the  little  tree- 
clad  village  of  Errive,  nestling  at  the  very  foot  of 
the  Eagle's  Cliff,  and  some  of  the  finest  crags  of 
the  range. 

It  is  an  ideal  salmon  river ;  a  fine  gravelly 
bottom,  fishable  entirely  from  the  bank,  running 
in  the  midst  of  scenery  of  indescribable  wild 
grandeur,  augmented,  as  it  seems,  every  few  yards 
by  innumerable  rocky  streamlets — very  short  and 
very  swift — dashing  down  from  the  overhanging 
mountains.  To-day  our  hearts  are  just  a  trifle 
heavy  ;  we  have  been  fishing  all  the  morning  with 
no  success,  and  yet  aU  the  conditions  seem  perfect. 
The  water  is  in  splendid  tune,  the  day  fine,  but 
cloudy,  with  a  fresh  S.W.  breeze— just  the  very 
day  for  a  salmon. 
The  fish  were  in  that  unaccountable  mood, 


when,  though  rising  fairly  freely  to  the  fly,  they 
only  chew  at  it,  and  will  not  take  it,"  as  Cotton 
puts  it.  This  mood  is  one  of  the  many  curiosities 
ot  the  eccentric  Salmo  salar ;  some  eight  or  ten 
times  I  had  been  thrilled  by  a  huge  swirl  in  the 
water,  a  splash,  and  a  glimpse  of  a  great  black 
pig-back  rolUng  by  my  fly.  But  the  sequel 
was  always  disappointment.  No  corresponding 
tightening  of  the  line,  no  musical  whizz  of  the 
reel,  no  gallant  struggle,  no  silver  victory.  The 
reader  will  make  all  kinds  of  explanations :  too 
hasty  striking,  missing  barb,  broken  hook,  power- 
tul  imagination ;  but  it  was  none  of  these  things 
— only  just  salmon  ! 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  ;  the  fish 
were  there  in  plenty,  and  spent  the  morning  sight- 
seeing at  the  exhibition  provided  by  my  fly-book, 
but  as  to  taking  anything,  it  was  a  case  of  "  Not 
to-day,  thank  you." 

So  we  sat  us  down  on  a  heathery  knoll  by  the 
Quan-y  Hole  to  lunch,  with  two  white  trout, 
weighing  together  just  under  a  pound. 

It  was  very  pleasant  sitting  there  devouring 
grouse   sandwiches,   and  lazily  gazing  at  the 
delicious  scenery.    The   shadows  of  the  clouds 
chased  each  other  over  the  mountain  sides,  the 
sun  lighting  up  here  and  there  some  sheet  of 
shimng  rock  as  the  water  coursed  over  its  surface 
On  the  cliff  opposite,  a  few  little  "  black  face " 
sheep  stood  out  white  against  the  dark  back- 
ground, a  heron  flapped  lazily  over  us,  and  in  the 
pool  below  the  salmon  and  trout  were  ever  and 
anon  "  lepping  from  themselves."    That  was  the 
worst  of  it,  when  one  considered  the  matter  in  the 
light  of  the  morning's  failure ;  there  were  no  flies 
on  the  surface;   they  were   just  jumping  in 
mockery  or  from  sheer  lightness  of  heart.  Our 
sandwiches  comfortably  disposed  of,  and  some 
Gallagher's  two-flake  fairly  tucked  into  the  bowls 
of  our  pipes,  we  thought  of  a  move.    But  the 
allotted  luncheon  hour  was  not  yet  completed, 
and  Pat  Nevan  was  still  lying  in  full  enjoyment 
of  his  cutty  of  black  plug.    I  wandered  down  to 
the  bank  for  a  drop  of  water  wherewith  to  dilute 
my  H.S.P.,  taking  my  rod  with  me.    We  had 
thoroughly  whipped  the  Quarry  Hole,  but  the 
"three  more  casts  for  luck"  spirit  was  on  me, 
and  I  was  loath  to  leave  the  best  beat  in  the  river 
without  one  more  try.    Arthur  strolls  up  and 
suggests  that  time  is  up,  and  the  lower  pools  are 
awaiting  us.    My  Glenhest  fly  is  jerking  in  the 
eddy  at  the  foot  of  the  pool.    Slowly,  very  slowly, 
there  arises  from  the  depths  a  great,  dark 
shadow ;  there  is  no  rush,  no  swirling  rise,  no 
dash-and-back-again,  but  quietly  and  deliberately, 
m  the  full  sunshine,  a  salmon  sucks  in  the  grey 
with  its  golden  pheasant  tip.    It  was  all  so  quietly 
done;  I  tightened  slowly;  for  half  a  minute  he 
seemed  a  dead  weight  on  my  line— then  with  a 
sudden  rush,  swirl,  dash,  and  general  hullabaloo 
the  sport  began.    "  More  power  to  yer  honour !  " 
"Keep  it  taut."    "Don't  let  him  go  down  the 
rocks."    "  Give  him  the  butt,"  and  so  on  for  ten 
minutes  ;  then,  with  a  triumphant  "  Come  out  of 
that,  me  boy,"  Pat  Nevan  with  bis  net  lifts  the 
blue  and  silver  salmon  clear  on  to  the  bank. 
Arthur  waited  to  see  no  more,  but  dashing  for 
his  rod,  rushed  down  to  the  bank  and  began 
whipping  with  such  feverish  haste  andenthusiasm 
that  he  must  have  frightened  away  any  fins  there 
may  have  been  in  the  neighbourhood. 

However,  we  both  settled  down  to  steady  work ; 
the  breeze  kept  up,  and  the  sun  remained  hid 
behind  a  heavy  bank  of  clouds,  and  things  went 
merrily.  Arthur  soon  had  a  foretaste  of  joys  to 
come,  in  the  landing  of  three  good  white  trout  in 
quick  succession. 

Some  little  distance  from  the  Quarry  Hole  the 
stream  curls  round  quite  close  to  the  high  road 
in  a  fine  deep  pool.  We  were  fishing  about 
50yds.  apart,  crossing  and  recrossing  one  another. 
As  we  began  to  whip  this  pool,  one  at  either  end, 
with  the  "  boy  "  dancing  about  in  between,  there 
appeared  at  the  top  of  a  long  slope  of  road  the 
"  Bianconi,"  drawn  by  two  horses,  and  laden  with 
mails  and  passengers  from  Leenane  to  Westport. 
They  were  half-way  down  the  hill  when  Arthur 
hooked  a  salmon  in  the  far  end  of  the  pool ;  the 
driver,  a  keen  sportsman,  whipped  up,  but  before 
the  car  had  reached  us  I  had  another  deep,  quiet, 
businesslike  rise,  and  my  line  was  once  moi-e  taut 
in  a  good  fish.  This  was  good  luck  indeed.  How 
often  do  men  pass  by  when  one  is  not  playing  a 
fish  !  How  seldom  when  one  is  !  And  here  was  a 
whole  load  of  spectators.    The  car  drew  up,  and 
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all  the  passengers  leaped  down  to  see  the  fun.  I 
remember  in  particular  a  delightful  old  white- 
haired  priest  whose  enthusiasm  was  immense. 
After  some  little  running  to  and  fro,  and  a  good 
deal  of  noise,  the  tourists  divided,  one  group 
attaching  themselves  to  my  friend  and  the  other 
to  me,  while  Father  Joyce,  in  huge  excitement, 
darted  backwards  and  forwards  between  us,  keep- 
ing up  a  running  fire  of  advice  and  encourage- 
ment. I  have  never  fished  before  so  appreciative 
an  audience. 

Arthur  was  ready  fii-st,  so  our  only  landing  net 
went  to  him,  and  his  fish  was  landed  amid  a  peal 
of  applause  that  woke  the  echoes  on  the  cliffs,  and 
sprung  a  pack  of  grouse,  which  had  been  up  till 
now  lying  low  tiU  the  danger  should  be  overpast. 
The  tourists  thronged  round  to  admire  the  fish, 
while  the  excellent  old  priest  begged  from  me 
"  the  honour  of  landing  my  salmon."  Warmly 
accepting  his  proffered  aid,  I  bi-ought  my  fish — 
now  played  out — near  shore,  and  for  the  first  time 
in  my  life  had  a  salmon  landed  for  me  by  a 
venerable  Irish  priest.  Old  Nevan  himself  could 
not  have  done  it  better,  and  the  old  man  bore  off, 
with  a  delighted,  smiling  countenance,  two  of 
Arthur's  best  white  trout  as  a  testimonial  to  his 
skill  as  an  amateur  "  boy." 

After  this  bit  of  "  divarshun "  the  driver 
collected  his  charges,  and  set  off  at  a  gallop  to 
make  up  for  lost  time. 

A  walk  by  the  wild  Errive  river  at  any  time  is 
delightful,  save,  indeed,  in  a  westerly  gale  off  the 
Atlantic,  and  good  sport  enhances  the  beauty  of 
one's  surroundings.  We  continued  fishing  till 
late,  and  the  rise  never  left  the  fish,  and  by  the 
time  that  we  mounted  the  car  again  we  had  five 
clean  salmon  and  a  dozen  good  white  trout  to  put 
into  the  well. 

He  is  a  contrary  beast,  is  SaJmo  salar  ;  that  is 
what  makes  salmon  fly  fishing  so  attractive.  The 
rise  may  come  on  at  any  moment,  suddenly  and 
universally,  and  just  as  suddenly  go  off.  Often 
after  a  long  and  fruitless  .day,  with  no  sign  of  a 
fish,  I  have  known  the  rise  come  on  at  about 
5  o'clock,  lasting  perhaps  only  an  hour  or  so. 
Often  the  last  half  hour  or  the  first  half  hour  has 
yielded  more  fish  than  the  whole  of  the  rest  of 
the  day.  Sometimes  an  ideal  day,  with  wind 
and  water  in  perfect  order,  and  with  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  river,  will  for  some  reason  fail  to 
produce  a  single  whirr  of  the  reel ;  sometimes 
you  may  kill  a  salmon  in  bright  sunshine  with 
not  a  ripple  on  the  surface  of  the  stream.  On 
the  Errive  river,  as,  indeed,  on  many  of  the 
western  streams,  I  have  had  lots  of  good  days  ; 
the  fish  run  small,  seldom  or  never  over  131b.  or 
141b.,  and  averaging,  perhaps,  Tib.  or  81b.,  but  they 
are  game  fish  and  give  rare  sport.  And  then 
there  is  the  ever-present,  ever-attractive  charm  of 
the  glorious  mountains,  the  rolling  slopes  of 
purple  heather,  the  rich  brown  of  the  sedge  and 
bent  on  the  bogs,  and  the  perfect  air  of  the  West 
of  Ireland.  Glenhbst. 


THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  SPORT. 


One  day  I  was  humbly  indulging  in  that 
lowly  form  of  sport  known  as  worming  for  trout, 
and  several  times,  as  I  cast  my  worm  below  a 
certain  patch  of  weeds,  a  fish  seized  it,  but  after  a 
short  struggle  got  away.  At  length,  from  the 
very  same  spot,  I  brought  a  fish  to  bank,  when, 
behold  !  there  were  all  my  six  worms  in  a  comer 
of  his  mouth.  Evidently  he  was  the  identical 
gentleman  who  five  times  previously  had  scraped 
acquaintance  with  my  hooks.  There  is  food  for 
thought  in  this  incident.  First  of  all,  it  is  to  be 
observed  that,  far  from  rushing  off  home  and 
groaning  in  agony,  as  he  ought  to  have  done  to 
accord  with  the  theories  of  some  of  our  soft- 
hearted friends,  he  was  as  ready  for  battle  after 
his  five  reverses  as  before.  But,  leaving  the  con- 
troversy about  the  fish's  consciousness  of  pain  to 
the  skilful  handling  of  Mr.  Lang,  let  us  ask  the 
question,  What  impelled  the  trout  to  grab  my 
particular  worm  in  preference  to  the  hundreds  of 
worms  which  were  being  carried  past  his  nose  by 
the  swollen  stream  ?  Now,  that  fish  lived  in  a 
pool  where  every  trout,  from  the  juveniles  who 
frisked  about  on  the  shallows,  to  the  aged  hermit 
who  had  a  lonely  den  under  the  willow  roots, 
knew  as  much  about  angling  and  angling  instru- 
ments as  if  he  had  read  the  Badminton  Library 
and  "John  Bickerdyke's"  latest  text-book.  Our 


gallant  friend  well  knew  both  before  and  after  he 
seized  the  bait — first,  that  the  bait  concealed  a 
hook ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  hook  was  connected 
with  a  biped  on  the  bank,  who  had  mischievous 
designs  upon  him.  Was  he  deterred  thereby  from 
snatching  at  the  worm  ?  Certainly  not.  My 
firm  belief  is  that  he  chose  my  invitation  whilst 
living  in  the  midst  of  plenty,  because  he  knew 
the  risk. 

Let  me  explain  myself.  The  fact  that  fish  are 
rarely  prevented  from  taking  a  fly  or  a  minnow 
by  sheer  pain  is  so  well  known  to  all  thinking 
sportsmen  (and  to  these  only  are  my  observations 
addressed),  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to 
multiply  instances.  A  more  subtle  superstition 
than  the  belief  in  the  cruelty  of  angling,  and  one 
which  will  be  harder  to  eradicate,  is  that  founded 
on  the  ancient  hypothesis  which  has  long  served 
as  the  whole  theory  and  science  of  angling, 
the  hypothesis,  namely,  that  fish  are  led  to  give 
us  sport  by  vulgar  offers  of  food.  Now  this 
superstition  will  not  hold  water  for  a  moment  if 
once  touched  by  the  wand  of  analysis.  For  the 
present  I  confine  my  remarks  to  the  case  of 
salmon  trout;  mere  perch  and  roach  and  such 
underbred  creatures  can  do  as  they  please.  In 
the  first  place,  this  hypothesis  does  not  sufiiciently 
explain  many  facts  of  common  experience.  It 
does  not  explain  why  a  trout  rises  to  the  same 
fly  a  few  moments  after  being  pricked,  when  he 
is  well  aware  that  the  so-called  fly  is  merely  a 
bunch  of  fur  and  feathers  conventionally  supposed 
to  resemble  an  insect,  and  that  if  he  succeeds  in 
getting  it,  a  tug  of  war  will  ensue  between  himself 
and  the  angler  whom  he  sees  on  the  bank.  It 
does  not  explain  the  behaviour  of  the  trout  who 
was  the  origin  of  these  reflections,  or  of  the 
grayling  who  repeats  his  attempts  to  get  the  fly 
until  the  angler  or  he  is  exhausted.  Again,  it  is 
entirely  at  variance  with  the  habits  of  the  salmon, 
who  never  takes  any  sustenance  in  fresh  water, 
yet  constantly  rises  to  all  sorts  of  Im-es.  No ;  we 
must  seek  a  more  rational  explanation  than  this. 
Now  to  me,  the  true  explanation  is  obvious,  and  I 
can  only  wonder  that  it  has  so  long  been  over- 
looked or  kept  dark  by  those  who  imderstood  it 
for  their  own  behoof.  Game  fishes  or  sporting 
fishes  have  the  same  instinct  for,  the  same  delight 
in.  sport  as  we  oiirselves.  Why  does,  a  dog  kill  a 
cat  ?  Surely  not  for  food.  Why  does  a  Russian 
meet  a  bear  with  a  knife  ?  Why  does  a  salmon  seize 
a  J ock  Scot  ?  There  is  no  notion  of  food  in  any  of 
these  instances.  However  mysterious  may  be  this 
impulse  to  pursue,  to  fight,  to  seek  danger  and 
discomfort ;  however  much  it  may  be  modified  by 
civilisation,  till  it  becomes  for  the  man  so  harm- 
less a  thing  as  angling,  yet  the  impulse  is  always 
the  same,  affecting  the  whole  animal  creation 
alike,  only  in  various  degrees  of  intensity.  The 
doctrine  explains  all  the  circumstances  of  angling 
for  the  salmon  and  his  kin,  and  it  is  manifestly 
capable  of  extension  to  other  sporting  fishes ;  to 
the  pike  who  swallows  a  spoon-bait  bearing  not 
the  remotest  likeness  to  anything  that  swims  the 
watery  element :  to  the  tarpon  and  many  another 
denizen  of  the  deep,  and  also  to  four-footed 
creatures  whose  delight  it  is  to  meet  on  equal 
terms,  for  the  sake  of  the  fun,  two-legged 
antagonists  of  a  like  mind  with  themselves. 

Of  course  you  wiU  object  that  salmon  and  trout 
often  meet  with  a  fatal  end  in  this  kind  of  sport, 
and  that  thei-e  is  in  consequence  an  inherent 
improbability  in  my  theory.  Yet  how  few  are 
these  casualties,  I  will  not  say  in  comparison  with 
the  fish  that  are  still  afloat,  but  with  those  which 
have  come  to  close  quarters  with  the  angler  and 
have  come  off  victorious  1  And  tlie  impulse  must 
be  traced  back  to  a  remoter  antiquity  when 
ichthyosauri  and  plesiosauri  or  theii-  near 
descendants  were  the  prey,  or  otherwise,  of  the 
angler's  geological  ancestor,  and  when  built-cane 
rods  were  not  invented.  Tliere  was  more  fun  for 
both  parties  then,  and  the  club  matches  must 
have  been  of  a  more  exciting  character  than  now- 
adays. The  fact  that  my  hypothesis  is  the  finest 
argument  in  support  of  Darwinism  ever  expounded 
is  so  obvious  that  I  need  not  point  it  out. 

Returning  now  to  the  present  day,  do  we  not 
see  instances  all  around  xis  of  people  driven  by 
this  ungovernable  instinct  for  sport  to  face 
terrible  dangers  ?  Do  not  hosts  of  the  most 
enlightened  order  of  men  rush  off  to  the  Alps, 
year  by  year,  on  purpose  to  be  killed  ?  Are  not 
members  of  that  class  which  has  been  termed 
the  '■  barbarians on  account  of  the  purity  of  its 


descent  from  a  wild  animal  ancestry,  are  not 
hundreds  of  these  exported  annually  to  Africa,  to 
India,  to  the  Polar  regions,  on  purpose  that  they 
may  satisfy  the  sporting  proclivities  which  they 
exhibit  to  the  greatest  perfection  by  facing  tigers 
and  elephants,  Dacoits,  and  Polar  bears  on 
anything  but  an  equal  footing  ?  Now  and  then 
one  of  these  men  comes  back — a  Jules  Gerard,  a 
Selous — and  writes  a  book  about  his  experiences ; 
but  they  take  care  not  to  let  us  into  the  secrets 
they  have  learned.  Mr.  Kipling,  however,  has 
taught  us  that  the  animals  of  the  forest — the 
wolves,  the  bears,  and  the  rest — have  their  i  ules 
of  the  hunt.  Of  course  these  are  the  originals 
of  our  own  sporting  regulations. 

The  whole  theory  of  sporfc  rests  on  a  similar 
basis  to  Plato's  theory  of  virtue,  that  it  is  an  end 
in  itself.  Not  necessarily  productive  of  pleasure, 
it  may  be,  and  often  is,  productive  of  the  exact 
opposite.  It  is  a  craving  that  must  be  satisfied 
at  all  hazards.  So  we  go  forth,  slaughtering  and 
to  be  slaughtered.  One  ascends  Alpine  heights 
-  to  sport  with  crevasses  and  precipices,  or  to  be 
frozen  on  a  mountain  top  ;  another  sails  in  a  frail 
canoe  to  slay  hippopotami  or  alligators ;  a  third 
pm-sues  tigers  in  a  fever  haunted  jungle ;  and  a 
legion  there  are  who  do  likewise.  I  see  the 
approaching  shadows  of  many  objectors  to  this 
hypothesis.  No  doubt  I  should  have  explained 
the  fundamental  appetite  psychologically,  and 
traced  its  evolution.  I  am  devoid  of  the 
philosophy  faculty,  and  can  only  describe  how 
the  thing  urges  me  as  a  burning  desire  to  go  and 
do  something  which  I  know  will  do  me  no  good, 
which  my  wife  says  will  do  me  harm,  something 
which  is,  in  itself,  undoubtedly  arduous,  probably 
dangerous,  yet  has  an  unconquerable  fascination. 
It  is  a  fever  that  cannot  be  cured  by  innoculation. 

If  I  have  dug  up  a  stone  from  which  the 
philosophers  will  be  able  to  extract  a  diamond,  I 
am  more  than  content.  B. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c, 


River  Reporters  vjho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  js'ismyn 
Gazette,  St.  Duvstan's  House,  Fetter-Ian'!,  Londox. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridga 
giyen  below 

30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (5S  min.  for  Kew. 


Add 


„     ,,   Putney.  ArtrlJ'^'   "     "  Kichmond. 

„  „  Hammeramlth.  "'^po  „  „  Twickenham. 
„     „   Barnes.  (85   „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  8.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  np-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hish  Watbb  at  London  Bbidii. 

Mornlni?. 

Saturday,  Jan.    1   8.  0  .., 

Sunday,        „    2    8.-59  .., 

Monday,       ,,     3    lO.ll  .„ 

Tuesday.      „    4   „  „  11.20 


  8.28 

  9.34 

  10.48 

^   11.55 

 ..  0.25 

  L14 

  1..54 


Wednesday,  ,,    o   „   — 

Thursday,     „    6    0.51 

Friday,        ,,    7   „   i  .3.5   _  

HiSH  WATBB  AT  AVBBaLBT  AND  PCLBOBOUaH. 

Morning  SreDlDfr. 

Saturday,  Jan.    1    s.40    n.  8 

Sunday,       ,,    2    9..311    lo'n 

Monday,       „    s    io.jT    11. 2S 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Fulboroogh  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— I  have  never 
experienced  a  Christmas  season  so  full  of  variety  in  the 
weather,  and  with  such  complete  drawbacks  to  the  most 
ardent  of  anglers,  when  all  were  so  hopeful  of  favourable 
prospects  in  the  way  of  sport  amongst  the  jack  and  perch. 
What  with  the  miserable  fogs,  so  distasteful  and  affecting 
to  persons  of  my  advanced  age,  the  cold,  north-easterly 
winds,  a  heavy  frost  and  a  rapid  thaw,  and  the  return  of 
spring-like  weather,  on  the  early  morn  of  Christmas  Day 
I  had  a  fearful  a* tick— and  a  sudden  one — of  serious  ill- 
ness. But  I  am  pleased  to  say  I  am  now  much  better. 
As  regards  the  river,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  has  kindly 
supplied  me  with  an  interesting  description  of  it  up 
to  and  including  Monday  last,  which  I  vrill  now  quote : 
"  The  river  was  running  nice  and  clear  just  before 
the  extremely  rapid  thaw  came  on  Sunday ;  it  now 
looks  as  if  a  fall  of  snow  had  taken  place,  and 
the  water  is  a  nasty  colour  for  fishing.  I  tried  the 
jack  for  a  short  while  this  morning  (Monday),  but  Eoon 
left  off  when  I  saw  the  colour  of  the  water.  It  was  hard 
to  stand,  much  more  fish,  iu  the  high  wind,  A  tew  roachei  s 
were  out,  but  were  continually  on  the  move,  a  sure  sign 
that  the  fish  were  not  feeding.  On  Sunday  morning  there 
were  a  few  skaters  on  the  flood  water  in  Uhertsey  Meads. 
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To-day  there  is  not  a  vestige  of  ice  left.  A  more  rapid 
tliaw  I  do  not  remember.  '  Snap-shotters '  were  busy 
with  photographs  of  the  frosty  scene.  Directly  the  south- 
west wind  sprung  up  the  white  rime  vanished,  and  by  mid- 
day all  the  frost  had  left  the  trees,  and  the  roads  vrere 
once  more  deep  in  mud.  I  have  never  seen  the  river 
banks  more  beautiful  in  winter  than  they  were  just  before 
the  thaw  came." — B. 

  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne  writes  : 

"The  Avater  is  now  falling  fast.  The  conservators  are 
shutting  in  the  weirs,  and  the  water  is  now  getting  into 
good  condition  for  all  fishing.  Mr.  Gunn,  of  Molesey,  has 
taken  a  nice  jack  of  "lb.  lOoz.  in  the  backwater  at 
Hampton  Court.  The  bank  anglers  have  had  some  good 
takes  of  roach.    There  has  not  been  any  punts  out." — B. 

 (King'ston). — There  has  been  very  little  done, 

and  the  only  take  worth  recording  is  that  of  John  John- 
son, in  two  days,  four  dozen  of  nice  perch  and  one  brace 
of  jack. — B. 

  (Ricliniond). — The  fishermen  report  that  what 

few  anglers  have  been  out  have  been  getting  some  reach 
and  dace. — B. 

  (Shepperton). — The  water  is  now  in  very  good 

condition,  the  rain  of  late  having  done  a  great  deal  of 
good.  Gocd  baskets  of  fish  have  been  taken  by  anglers  in 
this  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Strudwick  caught  seven  very 
fine  chub  (largest  41b.),  total  weight  nearly  161b.  The-e 
fish  were  on  view  at  the  Ship  Hotel,  and  were  very  much 
admired. — F.  J.  Thayer. 

  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  have  not 

been  out,  but  they  report  the  water  is  in  a  good  condition, 
and  their  clients  would  be  able  to  get  some  good  jack  and 
perch  fishing. — B. 

  (Xeddington).— W.  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

Lipton,  five  jack,  the  largest  8Jlb.  ;  another  day,  with  Dr. 
Parkhur&t,  three  jack,  weighing  respectively  6Jlb.,  51b., 
and  31b. ;  in  two  half-days,  with  Mr.  Arthur  Hemingway, 
five  jack,  the  largest  51b.  ;  and  half  a  day,  with  Mr. 
Cooper,  one  jack  of  7|lb.,  and  another  of  41b. — B. 

  (Twickenham). — John  Spong,  one  day,  151b.  of 

roach,  dace,  and  bream.  R.  Spong,  121b.  of  roach  and 
dace  and  two  bream,  which  were  returned  to  the  river 
again.  John  Frost,  25lb.  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Taylor, 
with  W.  Edwards,  81b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  three  bream, 
the  largest  bream  2Jlb.  Other  anglers  have  been  getting 
some  roach  and  dace,  the  latter  more  by  raking. — B. 

 (Windsor  District). — Water  here  at  time  of 

writing  is  just  in  grand  order  for  jack  and  roach,  but 
hardly  clear  enough  for  good  chubbing,  and  as  heavy  rain 
fell  to-day  it  is  very  doubtful  if  it  will  get  clearer;  in 
fact,  shall  expect  to  see  it  colour  again  by  lime  this  is  in 
print.  Some  good  reach  have  been  taken,  but  not  in 
quantity.  Dr.  Bateman  hss  had  the  best  coming  under 
my  notice,  comprising  a  trio  going  31b.  13oz.  (largest  fish, 
l  b.  9oz.).  A  Mr.  Rudd,  of  Windsor  (curious  name  for  a 
roach  expert),  had  a  nice  brace  of  roach  going  just  over 
lib.  each;  Mr.  C.  Hobbs,  of  Eton,  has  had,  with  others 
smaller,  a  nice  fish  of  l|lb.  I  have  just  heard  of  a 
practical  joke  played  upon  a  trout  who  was  seen  busy 
feedirg.  It  is  not  one  to  be  commended,  and  I  withhold 
name.  A  gudgeon  was  tied  to  a  couple  of  feet  of  string, 
and  at  the  otlier  end  a  piece  of  stick  to  act  as  a  buoy. 
This  was  placed  overboird,  and,  taken  by  the  stream, 
floated  over  his  lordship,  who  took  the  bait,  and,  being 
unable  to  free  himself,  turned  numerous  somersaults, 
much  to  the  enjojment  of  this  practical  joker.  As  there 
was  no  hook  aitacbed,  doubtless  no  harm  will  result,  but  if 
a  spawning  fish,  it  may  interfere  with  her  duties.  I  can 
hear  of  no  jack  worth  recording,  but  if  water  continues  to 
improve  sport  will  be  had,  though  prospects  to-day  ai-e 
decidedly  against  improvement. — B.  R.  Bambeidgb. 

Avon  (Aingwoad). — The  recent  rains  have  con- 
sider ibly  improved  the  condition  of  the  local  waters,  and 
duriag  the  past  week  some  excellent  takes  of  pike  have  been 
recorded.  Amongst  the  most  successful  we  may  mention 
Mr.  Pandorff,  a  well-known  angler,  who  landed  some  fine 
fish,  the  largest  sciling  211b.,  161b.,  and  121b.  respectively  ; 
whilst  Mr.  Harry  Oddy  has  also  had  good  sport,  his  largest 
scaling  12|lb. — Piscatorial. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  During  the  Christmas 
holidays  a  number  of  rods  have  been  out  after  pike  at 
Tivertop,  Slapton  Ley,  on  the  Exe,  and  other  places,  and 
have  obtained  fairly  good  sport.  The  largest  fish  were 
taken  from  the  Exe.  Fishermen  at  Exeter  are  very 
indignant  at  the  continued  slaughter  of  baby  pike  ia  the 
canal.  Anglers  who  persist  in  this  so-called  "  sport  "  will 
meet  with  the  contempt  they  deserve.  Rev.  C.  Rickards, 
of  Princetown,  is  dead  against  the  proposal  of  the  Dart 
District  Fishery  Board  to  issue  daily  salmon  licences  at 
2s.,  saying  that  the  waters  will  be  swarmed  with  daily 
fishermen,  to  the  detriment  of  season  ticket-holders.  The 
else  against  the  Devonport  Water  Company,  with  respect 
to  the  alleged  encroachments  on  the  waters  of  the  Dart, 
has  been  submitted  to  counsel,  and  a  number  of  gentlemen 
have  offered  to  share  in  the  expense.  It  is  thought  that 
the  fishing  will  be  affected  unices  the  works  can  be 
stopped. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Unfortunately  the  fine 
weather  of  last  week  did  not  last  over  the  Ohristmag 
holidays,  the  Bank  Holiday  being  wetand  tempestuous.  A 
few  of  our  pikeists,  who  require  a  lot  of  weather  to  deter 
them,  were  off  by  the  7  a.m.  train  to  Tiverton  Junction, 
en  route  for  the  old  Tiverton  Canal,  but  results  generally 
proved  small.  The  following  is  a  sample :  Mr.  Wm . 
Graf,  a  brace,  6Jlb.  and  3|lb. ;  Mr.  J.  D.  Graf,  a  leash. 
3|li3.,  2|lb.,  and  2ilb. ;  Mr.  D.  Theeuwissen,  a  brace,  41b. 
and  3|lb.  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts,  one,  'Sjlh.  Rain  is  now 
falling,  80  in  all  probability  rivers  will  be  off  colour  for 
a  few  days  to  come.— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincolnshire  and  Cambs.). 
—The  first  part  of  the  Christmas  holidays  was  occupied  by 
severe  frosts,  but  Bank  Holiday  was  mild  and  open,  and 
sport  was  enjoyable.    Many  favourite  resorts  had  visitors. 


but  reports  of  their  doings  ara  meagre.  Fish  have  not  run 
very  large  as  a  rale,  but  two  or  three  have  proved 
exceptions.  A  fine  pike,  scaling  lllb.,fell  to  a  IBoston 
angler  named  Lunn,  who  was  fishing  at  the  Boston  end  of 
the  Forty-foot.  Several  nice  pike  have  been  taken  from 
the  middle  length  of  that  drain.  Roach  fishing  has  been 
on  a  better  scale  recently.  Several  good  things  were 
reported  from  the  level  drams  towards  Wisbech,  and  the 
Glen  near  Surfleet. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Worth  Notts).— The  Idle  has  not 
had  many  visitors  this  Christmas.  Angling  has  been  too 
good  on  the  Trent  not  to  tempt  those  who  often  make  this 
their  point  for  sport.  In  the  numerous  swims  between 
Torksey  and  Laneham,  and  particularly  the  backwaters, 
some  capital  takes  have  been  recorded  of  late.  One  angler 
caught  2olb.  of  roach;  another,  211b.;  a  third,  171b.; 
and  two  more,  121b.  each.  Two  anglers  had  301b.  of  roach 
(largest  IJlb.),  along  with  a  bream  of  21b.  Such  is  the 
character  of  the  takes  on  the  Trent.  On  the  Idle  some 
sport  might  be  had,  but  not  up  to  this. — L. 

Lea — Just  when  sport  was  expected  another  change  in 
the  weather  was  experienced,  and  once  more  anglers  have 
been  disappointed.  The  further  rain  which  followed  upon 
the  sudden  thaw  will  not  do  any  harm,  but  owing  to  the 
violence  of  the  wind  successful  roach  angling  has  been  out 
of  the  question  during  the  last  day  or  two.  The  only 
capture  worth  recording  is  a  pike  of  12Jlb,,  secured  early 
in  the  week  above  Hertford  by  Mr.  H.  Sheppard,  a  local 
angler. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  in  good  order  for  fishing  since 
Saturday,  and  were  suitable  for  either  worm  or  maggot 
fishing  up  to  Wednesday.  A  few  anglers  availed  them- 
selves of  the  fine  weather  and  were  out,  and  the  fish 
moved  fairly  well.  Sport  was  slow,  but  one  or  two  very 
nice  lots  of  fish  were  landed.  The  rain  or;  Wednesday 
will  cause  the  river  to  rise  again,  and  stop  fishing  for  some 
days.— GwYNNE. 

iMXLgg.  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  running  too  full,  and  weather  is  so  changeable  that 
there  is  no  prospect  of  fairly  good  fishing  for  a  week  hence 
at  least. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  Anglers,  like  those  who 
indulge  in  the  exhilarating  exercise  of  skating,  are  so  very 
often  doomed  to  disappointment  that  they  may  well  pride 
themselves  upou  the  possession  of  a  little  more  than  an 
ordinary  amount  of  patience,  and  especially  to  the  angler 
is  it  amazing,  for  after  the  recent  spell  of  all  sorts  of  bad 
weather  which  has  deprived  him  of  his  favourite  pastime 
at  holiday  time,  to  find  that  circumstances  had  so  changed 
the  state  of  the  river  that  on  Tuesday  last  the  water  had 
run  down  and  was  in  capital  condition  for  a  turn  out,  and 
then,  only  after  a  few  hours,  tempestuous  weather  agaiu 
on  Wednesday  interfered  sufficiently  to  blight  his  hopes 
for  the  present,  and  keep  him  idle  for  a  few  days  more. 
With  the  New  Year  we  hope  for  better  luck. — E.  A.  S. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  mild  weather  and  favour- 
able state  of  the  river  gave  holiday  anglers  abundant 
opportunities  of  seeking  sport,  and  a  goodly  numbar  of 
pike  and  perch  fishers  were  out.  Sport  has  been  fairly 
satisfactory,  but  no  captures  of  heavy  pike  or  notable 
creels  of  coarse  fish  are  recorded.  The  continuous  rainfall 
of  Wednesday  caused  the  river  to  rise  rapidly,  quite  putting 
au  end  to  angling  for  the  time  being. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vjrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llany- 
mynech). — Those  visitors  who  arrived  in  this  neighbour- 
hood before  the  end  of  last  week  for  the  purpose  of 
angling  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  on 
their  comparative  good  fortune,  as  all  these  rivers  were 
then  in  good  condition,  and  afforded  capital  sport.  In  the 
Severn  many  good  pike  were  captured,  and  fair  baskets  of 
perch,  roach,  chub,  and  dace.  In  the  Vyrnwy  some  of 
the  visitors  took  several  nice  grayling,  in  addition  to 
perch,  roach,  and  other  coarse  fish,  and  a  fair  numbar  of 
pike  were  landed  by  troUers.  The  Tanat  also  afforded 
good  sport  amongst  the  grayling,  and  some  fine  roach  were 
also  taken.  At  present,  to  the  great  disappointment  of 
the  numerous  angliag  visitors,  the  weather  is  very  stormy 
and  unsettled,  and  angling  is  only  posable  under  diffi- 
culties which  only  enthusiasts  attempt  to  surmount.  — 
Vyrnwv. 

Sussex  Rivers  and   Chichester  Canal.— The 

weather  during  the  holidays  was  above  the  average,  and 
sport  fairly  good.  Rivei's  are  now  in  good  order,  and 
visitors  to  the  Ouse  had  takes  of  pike  up  to  41b.,  and  dace 
weighing  7^02.  The  Alder  has  been  fairly  well  patronised 
duriilg  the  week  in  the  tidal  water,  from  which  good  roach 
have  been  secured  in  the  Steyning  district,  and  from  the 
upper  reaches  pike  up  to  51b.  A  day  on  the  Rother  by 
three  rods  resulted  in  10|lb.  of  roach,  heaviest  lib.  2oz. ; 
a  brace  of  perch,  21b  and  lib.  loz.  ;  a  pike  of  61b,,  and  one 
of  41b.  At  Chichester  Canal  several  pike  have  been  taken, 
but  nothiog  exceeding  6ib.  The  weather  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  was  wet  and  gusty,  and  but  few  anglers  out. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has  been 
running  in  good  order  for  angling,  the  water  having 
cleared  and  lowered,  and  the  weather  being  frosty,  there 
was  a  good  prospect  of  sport.  On  Wednesday  night,  last 
week,  the  frost  registered  14  degrees.  The  days  were 
bright  and  the  fish  were  beginning  to  move.  A  fair 
number  of  rods  have  been  out  during  the  holiday  time,  and 
there  was  a  good  prospect  of  some  sport  being  had ;  but 
1 3-day  (Wednesday)  rain  commenced  to  fall  heavily, 
and  has  continued  all  day,  and  the  river  has  begun  to  rise 
and  colour  again,  and  it  is  most  probable  it  will  bs  bank 
full  again  by  the  end  of  the  week.  The  baits  used  duriug 
the  fine  weather  were  worm  and  maggot.  On  Monday 
seven  roach  and  three  grayling  were  taken  with  the 
maggot.  Near  New  Bridge  a  few  dace  have  been  taken 
with  maggot  and  worm.  Pike  have  been  seen  well  on  the 
feed,  and  sport  should  be  had  with  the  minnow  and  gorge 
bait.— S.  Ludlow. 


Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  gone 
down  and  cleared,  and  was  running  in  fair  order  for 
grayling  fishing  at  the  end  of  last  week.  The  weather  up 
to  Tuesday  was  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  there 
was  a  fair  prospect  of  sport ;  bat  rain  came  on  Wednes- 
day, and  put  a  stop  to  all  prospects  of  fishing,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  water  will  be  high  and  muddy  again 
after  this  rain.  A  few  rods  out  during"  the  holidays,  but 
sport  quiet. — Worcester. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).- The  water  in 
the  Witham  has  beeir  running  very  low  lately  in  order  to 
drain  the  lands,  and  much  of  the  fishing  has  been  out  of 
order.  Pike  fishing  on  the  river  has  really  been  at  a  dis- 
count. At  Bardney  there  were  some  fine  lots  of  roach 
taken,  and  also  at  Dogdyke,  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Baire.  The  frost  on  Friday  night  and  Saturday  night 
ought  to  have  stirred  up  the  pike,  but  no  report  has  come 
ia.  One  of  the  best  takes  recorded  was  251b.  of  roach, 
with  a  tench  of  21b.  The  drains  about  Boston  have  yielded 
better,  and  local  anglers  have  had  no  cause  to  complain. 
One  recently  took  thirteen  roach,  scaling  101b.,  and  others 
have  done  almost  equally  well.  At  Cherry  Corner,  near 
old  Leeke,  a  pike  of  81b.  was  taken,  and  some  few  others 
of  the  same  species  have  been  banked.  The  Baire  has 
furnished  several  good  bags  of  roach.  At  Coningsby  a 
party  of  three  grassed  50lb.  of  roach  up  to  lib.  each,  and 
some  fair  sized  dace  have  been  taken.  Christmas  takes 
are  not  yet  fully  reported. — Luci. 

Wye  (Buiith  Wells).  —  Eleven  anglers  caught 
ninety-seven  pike  during  the  months  of  October,  Novem- 
ber, and  December,  all  within  a  mile  of  Buiith.  River  in 
flood  to-day — 8ft.  at  Buiith  Bridge.— A.  B.  Roberts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
North-East  of  Scotland.— The  "  kinnavegs,"  or 
winter  run  of  salmon,  are  now  making  their  appearance 
in  the  Dee  and  lower  waters  of  the  Don.  They  are  the 
last  of  the  spawners,  and  have  been  helped  up  by  the  fine 
series  of  floods  which  have  been  characteristic  of  December 
all  through.  The  spawning  season  on  the  lower  redds  has 
been  both  prolific  and  continuous  for  several  weeks  back. 
The  Dee  Fishery  Board  have  put  the  following  points, 
anent  the  sewage  dispute  with  the  town  council,  to  the 
committee  :  First,  whether  the  sewage  will  be  pumped 
from  the  low  level  area ;  second,  whether,  if  the  sewage 
was  found  to  be  deleterious,  pumping  would  be  done  at  a 
future  time ;  third,  if  the  committee  would  state  the  point 
of  outfall  of  new  sewer  ;  and  fourth,  whether  they  are  pre- 
pared to  construct  separate  storm  water  culverts  distinct 
from  the  sewage  system.  In  reply  to  the-e  queries,  the 
committee  are  not  prepared  to  pump  the  low  level  newer  ; 
that  the  Dee  Fishery  Board  would  retain  all  their 
rights  at  Common  law  in  respect  to  injury  to  their 
fishings ;  that  an  expert  was  to  be  called  upon  to  de- 
termine the  point  of  outfall ;  and  that  only  in  the  case  of 
new  streets  would  a  separate  system  be  provided  for  the 
storm  water.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  above  will  be  an 
acceptable  basis  for  the  settlement  of  the  present  dispute. 
Two  salmon  fishers  from  Bervie  were  last  week  mulcted  ia 
the  total  sum  of  £26  16s.  f  .r  infringing  the  Sunday's  slap 
in  June  and  July  of  last  year.  Their  plea  of  rough 
weather  was  found  unsound.  The  rights  of  the  Duke  of 
Fife  to  the  salmon  fishings  at  the  Rack  Sawmill  on  the 
Deveron  ceases  for  all  time  comiag  after  to-day  (the  1st), 
the  Deveron  fishery  board  having  purchased  the  fishery 
for  £4600.  The  dam  dyke  will  be  immediately  removed, 
and  one  of  the  most  important  improvements  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Deveron  salmon  angler  thus  effected. — 
G.  M. 

Tweed  and  Teviot. — Since  my  last  notes  the  above 
rivers  have  been  running  very  full,  indeed.  On  Monday 
the  waters  came  down  in  the  forenoon,  and  by  evening  the 
gauge  at  Kelso  Bridge  registered  fully  4ft. ;  but  on  Tuesday 
(yesterday)  the  streams  rose  higher,  owing  to  the  heavy 
rains  that  had  fallen  in  the  higher  district,  thereby  bring- 
ing down  all  the  tributary  streams  in  full  volume,  which, 
adding  their  waters  more  especially  to  the  Teviot,  brought 
down  that  river  in  a  rattling  flood,  while  the  main  river — 
the  Tweed — also  swelled  by  tributary  streams,  came  away 
very  fast  after  the  Teviot,  and  the  Tweedometer  at  Kelso 
Bridge  afterwards,  at  the  maximum  height  of  both  Tweed 
and  Teviot,  gave  a  rise  of  fully  6ft.  of  flood  water.  These 
various  rises  must  have  had  the  effect  of  thoroughly 
scouring  the  beds  of  the  rivers  and  making  a  clean  sweep 
of  all  the  impurities  that  have  been  accumulating  in  them, 
while  it  will  also  have  had  the  effect  of  cleansing  the 
breeding  beds,  and  of  giving  a  new  layer  of  fresh  sand  and 
gravel  to  the  spawning  redds— a  desideratum  which  will 
be  much  to  the  benefit  of  the  breeding  fish.  As  yet  not  a 
great  many  of  the  latter  have  been  seen  in  the  lower 
districts  of  the  Tweed  or  Teviot,  but  I  was  to-day 
informed  by  a  very  practical  fisherman  that  in  some  of  the 
higher  reaches  a  goodly  number  of  "pairs"  have  been 
observed  on  the  gravel  beds  busy  with  Nature's  work. 
The  heaviness  of  the  rivers  in  the  lower  districts,  where 
the  Tweed  is  much  deeper,  and  where  there  are  fewer 
shallows,  has  of  course  been  to  some  extent  the  cause 
of  the  non-observance  of  the  operations  of  the  spawners. 
On  all  hands,  however,  it  is  said  that  the  Tweed  is  very 
fairly  well  stocked  with  breeding  fish,  and  of  this  I  have 
no  doubt.  Later  in  the  season,  a'so,  we  have  had  in  years 
pist  another  "  run  "  of  spawning  fish,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  not,  after  the  present  flood  sub- 
sides, have  a  grand  shoal  of  breeding  fish  on  all  the 
stretches  of  the  river ;  at  least,  this  is  whit  some  of  the 
most  experienced  and  oldest  fishermen  on  the  Tweed 
prognosticate.  May  their  belief  be  returned  in  full  value. 
Still— yes,  still — there  are  to  be  seen  pot-hunters  going 
out  day  by  day  fishing  for  trout,  killing  the  poor  hungry, 
lean,  and  emaciated  finny  members  of  the  tribe,  who,  not 
finding  enough  of  bottom  feeding— this  having  been  ruth- 
lessly washed  away  by  the  oft-recurring  floods — gobble  up 
the  liait  that  is  thrown  in  by  these  so-called  anglers  ;  year 
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out  and  year  in  do  they  pursue  their  nefarious,  if  I  may  say 
so,  traffic.  Forthe  sake  of  the  legitimite  and  conscientious 
angler  I  trust  that  Parliament  will  next  session  passaBillfor 
the  protection  of  the  trout  in  all  the  rivers  in  the  kingdom. 
In  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  this  wholesale  destruction  of 
trout  during  the  winter  season  is  telling  its  tale,  and  if 
something  is  not  done  shortly  to  remedy  the  matter,  trout 
fishing  in  a  few  years  on  these  beautiful  and  at  present 
bountiful  streams  will  not  be  a  vocation  worth  pursuing, 
unless  only  for  a  day's  outing  by  the  riverside,  and  the 
oflf  chance  of  getting  perhaps  half  a  dozen  of  the  speckled 
beauties,  and  these  small  ones  to  boot,  in  a  long  day's 
fishing. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

SliiTO  River. — The  Sligo  River,  or  as  it  is  locally 
named,  the  Garvogne,  is  the  first  such  river  to  open  for 
rod  angling.  Fishing  opens  to-day  (New  Year's  Day),  and 
the  river  is  in  fair  order,  but  as  a  rule  not  much  is  done 
till  later  on.  The  Sligo  is  an  exceptional  river,  as  the 
spawning  salmon  commence  to  run  in  July,  and  the  season  , 
closes  on  the  loth  of  that  month. — J.  A.  B. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  big  runs  of  salmon  have  arrived 
on  the  redds  of  the  Blackwater.  To  protect  them  there 
are  several  special  bailiffs  of  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery 
Company  on  duty,  and  tor  so  far  there  has  been  little  or 
no  poaching.  English  anglers  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that 
the  spawning  season  has  been  very  successful  on  the 
Strule  ;  but  some  will  regret  to  learn  that  the  Maturin— 
Baird  Hotel,  owned  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Moore,  Newtonstewart — 
was  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  on  Dec.  26.  The 
spawning  season  is  virtually  over  on  the  Ballinderry. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry),— Spawning  is  now  nearly 
over  in  this  district.    So  far,  it  has  been  the  most  success-  I 


ful  spawning  season  had  here  for  many  years.  Those 
remarks  apply  especially  to  the  Cummeragh,  Inny,  and 
Finglass  rivers.  The  Waterville  Weir  fishery  does  not 
commence  till  noon  on  Monday,  Jan.  .3 — the  weekly  close 
season  interfering — otherwise  it  would  have  opened  at 
midnight  on  Dec.  31.— T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Castletown. — The  nets  in  a.  few  sheltered  localities 
during  the  last  few  days  took  several  scores  of  fine 
conditioned  hake.  Nothing  doing  in  the  line  of  sea 
angling  around  here  just  now  owing  to  very  wild  weather, 
— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — During  the  Christmas  holidays  a  large  con- 
tingent of  anglers  visited  the  town  for  pier  and  boat 
fishing,  and  middling  sport  was  obtained.  25th.  Splendid 
weather,  and  several  arglers  put  out  for  boat  fishing  ; 
amongst  them  Messrs.  H.  and  C.  H.Julian,  Messrs.  W. 
and  A.  Burgess  (B.S.A.S.),  two  and  a  half  score  whiting 
(largest,  l^lb.)  six  cod  (largest,  61b.)  ;  boatman,  Richard 
Betts.  26th.  The  same  boatman,  with  Messrs.  P.  and  C. 
H.Julian,  Messrs.  W.  and,  A.  Burgess  (B.S.A.S.),  six  score 
whiting,  mostly  very  fine ;  two  and  a  half  score  codling, 
and  several  fine  flat  fish  ;  Messrs.  Connellan,  Gibson,  and 
Mawll,  in  a  galley  punt,  two  score  thirteen  whiting,  eleven 
codling  (largest,  71b.).  On  the  pier  this  day  Mr.  Church 
landed  one  and  a  half  score  (mostly  whiting)  ;  Mr.  Ruegg, 
two  score  (mostly  codling),  while  several  other  gentlemen 
scored  fairly  equal.  Monday.  Strong  breeze,  Dr.  Ladell 
put  out  in  a  small  boat,  and  had  to  land  to  the  noith  of 
Sandown  Castle,  owing  to  the  wind  freshening,  with  only 
five  fish ;  while  Dr.  Patterson,  Symonds,  and  Evans,  in 
the  lugger  B.S.A.,  landed  about  a  score.  Tuesday 
morning  early  Mr.  Symonds  put  out,  and  landed  about 
11  a.m.,  with  ten  score  whiting  and  codling;  while  other 


gentlemen  put  out  later  in  the  morning  for' a' short  time, 
and  had  fair  sport.  In  three  days'  fishing  Mr.  Cowlen 
and  brother  only  landed  three  score  three  whiting  and 
codling.  I  should  mention  that  Mr.  Mirichin  and 
Huntsman,  on  D(c  26th.  scored  fairly  well  w ith  whiting 
and  codling  (largest,  about 71b.).  Wednesday.  Blowingtoo 
much  for  fishing  ;  if  weather  moderat'^s,  I  anticipate  fair 
sport,  as  a  lot  of  sprats  have  been  landed,  and  amongst 
them  are  a  lot  of  pieces,  where  other  fish  have  been 
amongst  them. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  great  number  of  anglers  who 
paid  us  a  visit  during  the  Christmas  vacation  experienced 
little  sport  from  the  pier  during  daylight,  thoug'a  night 
fishing  yielded  good  returns.  Sunday  brought  better 
luck  to  all  engaged,  and  some  fair  bags  of  nrdling  and 
whiting  were  taken.  Messrs.  Burgee?  and  Julian,  with 
their  respective  sons,  brought  ashore  2Jcwt.  of  mixpd  fish, 
the  heaviest  catch  of  the  season  on  rod  and  line.  Messrs. 
Zaehnsdorf,  Browning,  and  W.  Sexton,  with  their  boat- 
men, had  just  on  two  score.  Monday's  anglers  established 
a  record  upon  the  pier,  more  than  sixty  being  present,  but 
sport  ruled  slow,  many  scarcely  get'ing  a  fish.  Matters 
materially  improved  on  Tuesday,  and  some  good  bag3  of 
codling  were  made,  though  whiting  were  very  scarce.  A 
strong  south-west  wind  has  been  blowing  to-day  (Wednes- 
day), and  the  few  anglers  who  braved  the  elements  met 
with  only  a  slight  measure  of  success.  The  rough  sea  pre-' 
vented  any  boats  from  getting  off  to  the  fishing  grounds. 
— J.  Richardson. 

Dingle. — Sea  angling  will  not  commence  here  until  the 
weather  settles  down.  Netting  is  also  suspended  for  the 
present.— T.  J.  D. 

Margate. — Very  small  takes  of  fish  have  been  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  last  three  weeks  owing  to  rough 
weather.  One  party,  out  yesterday  oft'  the  Nayland  Rook, 


A  NICE  PROBLEM  IN  ETHICS. 


Conscientious  Old  Anglke  (having  missed  a  "  whopper,"  and  lost  a  Red  Palmer,  Blue  Upright,  Black  Gnat,  and  some  twelve 
or  fifteen  feet  of  "  collar"  into  the  bargain) :  "  Hem  !  I'm  by  no  means  sure  that  I  shouldn't  do  well  to  suear  heartily  at  once,  and  have 
done  with  it.  The  words  are  there,  although  I  don't  let  'em  out !  Bottling  'em  up  as  I  do  only  malces  one  feel  like  a  precious  flatulent 
old  humbug  !  " 
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took  two  score  codling,  some  ot'  them  very  good  eize.  I 
should  have  been  out  to-day  (Wednesday),  but  it  is  blowing 
a  heavy  S.S.W.  gale,  so  could  not  try  my  luck.  Plenty 
of  good  fish  off  here  to  be  had  when  weather  admits  of  us 
going  after  them . — T.  Jephcott  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.. — Christmas  week,  fishermen,  like  every- 
one else,  have  been  keeping  up  the  festivities.  Some  of 
the  amateurs  have  been  trying  their  luck  with  the  smelt 
and  mullet,  fishing  from  the  piers  around  Millbay,  and 
have  had  good  sport.  The  weather  has  been  fairly  fine, 
and  not  cold.  I  see  another  trawler  has  lost  her  trawl  and 
gear  in  a  sunken  wreck  off  here.  There  is  scare  sly  a  week 
now  passes  but  what  one  gets  lost.  I  hear  good  reports 
from  the  rivers.  The  rain  has  been  very  favourable  for 
the  fish  getting  up  to  spawn,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have 
plenty  of  water  to  allow  them  to  get  away  to  sea  after 
thev  have  finished  their  work.  —  William  Heabder 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Salterton  (Devon).— To-day,  Dec.  29,  it  is  blowing  a 
perfect  gale,  and  raining  in  torrents.  No  hook  and  line 
fishing  to  speak  of  has  been  done  for  many  weeks  past. 
Nothing  but  a  few  flat  fish  of  sorts  have  been  taken  in  the 
trammels  iu  quieter  intervals  of  weather.  The  river  Otter 
is  in  full  flood.  A  fortnight  ago,  when  it  was  clear,  a  good 
many  sea  trout  were  noticed  in  the  pools  of  the  public 
water.  The  t  routing  season  for  this  part  starts 
February  2,  1898.— Heron. 

Valentia.— No  sea  angling  his  been  done  here  since 
last  report,  owing  to  cold,  wet,  and  stormy  weather,  which 
prevailed  nearly  all  the  time. — T.  J.  D. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Jan.  7.    Lowest  tide  on  Sunday  : 
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Scarboroagh   

Tarmontta   

Lowestoft   

Aldeburgh   

Harwich   

Sontbend,  Sheer-) 
nesa,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-'* 
stairs,  &  Bams->- 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastboame  and ) 
Brighton.  j 


Newhaven 
Shoreham 


Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 


Chichester   

Bonmemonth., 

Plymouth  , 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

am. 
10.36 
p.m. 
11.  8 

a.m. 
11.41 
p.m. 

a.m. 

0.14 
p.m. 

0.47 

a.m. 
1.19 
p.m. 

1.50 

a.m. 

2.18 
p.m. 

2.43 

a.m. 

3.  7 
p.m. 

3.29 

a.m. 

3.49 
p.m. 

4.  9 

2.54 
3.23 

3.56 
4.32 

5.  8 
5.28 

6.17 
6.49 

7.18 
7.44 

8.  7 

8,28 

8.48 
9.  8 

3.3C 
4.  5 

4.38 
5.14 

5.50 
0.25 

6.59 
7.31 

8.  0 
8.26 

8.49 
9.10 

9.30 
9.50 

4.25 
4.54 

6.27 
6.  3 

6.39 
7.14 

7.48 
8.20 

8.49 
9.13 

9.38 
10.  0 

10.19 
10.39 

5.47 
6.16 

6.49 
7.25 

8.  2 
8.36 

9.  9 
9.40 

10.10 
10.37 

11.  0 
11.21 

11.41 

6.44 
7.14 

7.47 
8.22 

8.58 
9.33 

10.  8 
10.40 

11.  8 
11.32 

11.53 

0.14 
0.34 

5.41 
•6.  9 

6.39 
7.13 

7.81 
8.29 

9.  4 

9.36 

10.  5 

10.30 

10.53 
11.13 

11.  3 
11.52 

5.  2 
5.27 

5.58 
6.31 

7.  6 
7.43 

8. 17 
8.47 

9.13 
9.36 

10.  0 
10.21 

10.42 
11.  2 

4.42 
5.  8 

5.38 
6.11 

6.46 
7.23 

7.57 
8.27 

8.53 
0.16 

9.39 
10.1 

10,22 
10.42 

3.10 
5  36 

6.  6 
6.39 

7.14 
7.51 

8.35 
8.54 

9.21 
9.44 

10.  7 
10.29 

10.50 
11,10 

5.  6 

6.32 

6.21 
7.  1 

7.40 
8.15 

8.47 
0.16 

9.40 
10.3 

10.22 
10.40 

10  59 
11,17 

6.27 
6.53 

6.23 
6.56 

7.31 
8.  8 

8.42 
9.12 

9.38 
10.1 

10.24 
10.46 

11.  7 
11,27 

5.32 
6.  2 

6.35 
7.12 

7.46 
8.23 

8.56 
9.30 

9.55 
10.21 

10.41 
11.  0 

11,20 
11.38 

5.20 
5.50 

6.23 
7.  0 

7.36 
8.12 

8.46 
9.16 

9.43 
10.  7 

10.29 
10.49 

11.  8 
11.27 

2.49 
3.19 

8.S2 
4.28 

5.  5 
5.41 

6.15 
6.45 

7.12 
7.36 

7.58 
8.18 

8.37 
8,56 

11.45 

0.18 
0.52 

1.39 
2.16 

2.51 
3,24 

3-55 
4.24 

4.48 
5.10 

5.31 
5.51 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  teiegeaph.— Feiday,  9.32  a.m. 
Hastings.— Dull;  rough;  S.W. 
Bamsgate.— Fine;  cloudy;  moderate;  S.W. 
Margate.— Overcast ;  choppy;  S.W. 
Folkestone.— Fine  ;  rough;  S.W.,  fresh. 
Dover.— Cloudy ;  ugly;  rough;  S.W.,  fresh. 
Deal.— Cloudy  ;  moderate;  S.W. 
Hythe.- Fine;  moderate;  S. 


WHEN  PHILADELPHIA  WAS  OUR 

GREATEST  CITY. 
In  1774  Philadelphia  was  the  largest  town  in  the 
American  Colonies.  Estimates  of  the  population,  which 
are  all  we  have,  differ  widely,  but  it  was  probably  not  far 
from  30,000.  A  single  city  now  has  a  larger  population 
than  all  the  Colonies  possessf  d  in  1774,  and  there  are  in 
the  United  States  to-day  104  cities  and  towns  of  over  30,000 
inhabitants.  Figures  alone,  however,  cannot  express' the 
difference  between  those  days  and  our  own.  Now  a  town 
of  30,000  people  is  reached  by  railroads  and  telegraphs. 
It  is  in  close  touch  with  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Business  brings  strangers  to  it  constantly,  who  come  like 
shadows  and  so_  depart,  unnoticed,  except  by  those  with 
whom  they  are  immediately  concerned.  It  was  not  so  in 
1774,  not  even  in  Philadelphia,  which  was  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  central  point. of  the  colonies  as  well  as  the 
most  populous  city.  Thanks  to  the  energy  and  genius  of 
Franklin,  Philadelphia  was  paved,  lighted,  and  ordered  in 


a  way  almost  unknown  in  any  other  town  of  that  period. 
It  was  well  built  and  thriving.  Business  was  active  and 
tlie  people  were  thrifty  and  prosperous,  and  lived  well 
Yet,  despite  all  these  good  qualities,  we  must  make 
an  effort  of  the  imagination  to  realise  how  quietly  and 
slowly  life  moved  then  in  CDmparison  to  the  pace  of  to-day 
There  in  Philadelphia  was  the  centre  of  the  postal  system 
°  I  continent,  and  the  recf nHy  established  mail  coach 
called  the  Flying  Machine,"  not  in  jest  but  in  praise, 
performed  the  journey  to  New  York  in  the  hitherto 
unequalled  time  of  two  days.  Another  mail  at  longer 
intervals  crept  more  slowly  to  tlie  south.  Vessels  of  the 
coastwise  traffic,  or  from  beyond  seas,  came  into  pirt 
at  uncertain  times,  and  after  long  and  still  more  uncertain 
voyages.  The  daily  round  of  life  was  so  regular  and  so 
quiet  that  any  incident  or  any  novelty  drew  interest  and 
attention  in  a  way  which  would  now  be  impossible.— From 
The  Story  of  the  Revolution,"  by  Senator  Henry 
Oabot  Lodge,  in  the  January  Scribner's. 


January  2.   

Anglers'  Pride  :  Outing  to  Datchet. 
Tzaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Richmond. 
Jolly  Butchers  :  Outing  to  Chertsey. 
St.  John's  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
West  Newington  :  Outing. 
January  3. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Renting  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee meeting. 

Piscatorial  Society:  Lantern  lecture  by  Dr.  C.  S 
Patterson. 

Stepney  :  Visit. 
January  4. 

Firm  and  True  :  Visit. 
January  5. 

B.S.  A.S. :  Committee  and  monthly  meeting. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match. 
January  6. 

A. B.S.  (Windsor  Competition) :  Dinner. 

West  London  :  Match  at  Bourne  End, 
January  8. 

Lychnobites  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Jan.    9.— Earlsfield  :  Outing. 
,,       9. — Sundial:  Prize  outing. 
,,      9.— West  London  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
,,     10,— St.  Thomas  :  Visit. 
,,     10.— Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Prize  outing. 
,,     12.— British  Sea  Anglers:  Extraordinary  general 

meeting. 
,,     12.— Izaak  Walton  :  Match. 

14.— A. B.S. :  Committee  meeting. 
,,     16. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Roving  match. 
,,     16.— Clapbam  Junction  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
,,     24.— Piscatorial   Society:   Smoking  concert  and 
presentation  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham. 


Ecyotts  from  €luU 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  rmist  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning'.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  "  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— Mr,  W.  H.  Beckett  pre- 
sided at  the  last  delegate  meeting  of  this  association,  held 
in  Christmas  week,  at  the  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell. 
Considering  the  near  approach  of  the  festive  season  there 
was  a  good  attendance  of  delegates,  thirty-five  clubs  being 
represented.    It  will  be  remembered  that  some  time  ago 
the  secretary  of  the  association  (Mr.  R.  Ghurney),  as  the 
result  of  a  resolution  carried  at  one  of  the  delegate 
meetings,  communicated  with  the  Parks  Committee  of 
the  County  Council,  asking  that  body  if  it  would  permit 
the  association  to  net  some  of  the  park  waters  occasionally, 
the  fish  caught  to  be  used  for  re-stocking  purposes  up  the 
Lea.    It  vpas  now  stated  that  the  Council  had  responded 
to  the  application  by  presenting  the  association  with  the 
fish  in  the  Mount  Pond,  Clapham  Common,  which  had 
been  run  off  for  repairs  to  the  bank,  &c.    A  fine  lot  of  fish 
— carp,  bream,  dace,  roach,  and  jack — were  found  in  the 
pond,  and  were  secured  with  landing  nets,  &c,,  Mr.  G. 
Manning  superintending  operations  on  behalf  of  the 
association.    It  was  further  stated  that  the  fish  had  been 
safely  conveyed  to  the  Lea  at  Rye  House,  and  that  some 
of  the  carp  ran  up  to  41b.    Mr.  J.  B.  Close  proposed,  and 
Mr.  Sparling  seconded,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
County  Council  for  its  present  of  fish,  and  to  the  parks 
superintendent  for  his  kindness  and  courtesy.  Con- 
siderable business  was  transacted  at  this  meeting,  one  of 
the  items  being  the  passing  of  a  rather  important  resolu- 
tion, pr->posed  by  Mr.  Malby  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Jones, 
in  the  following  terms:  "That  the  committee  in  con- 
nection with  the  Thames  and  Lea  Re-stocking  Fund  be 
requested  to  canvass  those  gentlemen  wlio  practise  punt 
fishing,  and  also  anglers  not  attached  to  fishing  olubs,  for 
subscriptions  in  aid  of  that  fund,  and  that  collecting 
boxes  should  be  placed  in  the  hotels  and  taverns  adjacent 
to  our  London  rivers."  Cheques  amounting  to  £58  17s.  2d. 
were  ordered  to  be  drawn  for  the  Christmas  quarter, 
after  which  the  visiting  officers  gave  in  their  reports, 
which  showed  that  some  good  collections  had  been  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  The 
Blackwater    Angling    Society,    Maldon    (Essex),  also 
forward«d  £1 143,  towards  the  fund,— Hon,  Reporter, 


Anglers  Association.  —  Preservation  Week  — 
The  next  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  meeting 
will  take  place  oa  Monday  evening,  Jan.  3.  Since  my 
last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt 
of  lis.  Phoenix  Angling  Society.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  — The  next  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening  Jan  14 
at8.30.— R.  Ghurney.  '      '  ' 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  l  Eastern  District) 
—  The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Stepney  Angling 
Society,  Beehive,  Rhodes  well-road,  Stepney,  on  Monday 
next,  Jan.  3.  As  this  will  be  the  first  meeting  in  the  new 
year  I  hope  we  shall  begin  well  with  a  good  meeting  — 
G.  Manning. 

■^^^°^^7^Tr^^.^  ^?Vf>^  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road.— At  our  competition  for  the  Christ- 
mas prizes  at  Sunbury  fourteen  members  were  out.  The 
takes  were  small,  Mr.  T.  Bowling  being  first  with  lOloz. 
of  dace.  The  quarterly  distribution  of  prizes  took  place 
on  Deo.  29.— F.  W.  Martin. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  next  prize  outing 
will  be  fished  for  at  Datchet,  on  Jan.  2.  Several  members 
went  out  on  Boxing  Day  to  the  river  Lea,  but  got  nothing 
of  any  importance,  and  did  not  weigh-ia.— G.  H  Alien 

Battersea  Priendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen  s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— Daring  the  holidays 
Mr.  Mead  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  a  show  of  dace 
Members  are  reminded  of  rule  12  with  reference  to  matcli 
on  Jan.  16 ;  association  waters  are  not  barred  —A 
Jenkins. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 

and  Lrown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  Deo.  29  Mr. 
J .  Roach  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  rudd,  and  chub' 
41b.  IJoz. ;  Mr.  T.  Davis,  roach.  Wednesday,  Jan.  12,  will 
be  quarterly  night.— T.  Pateenostee. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Notting  Hill.- Our  Christmas  outing  proved  a  great 
success,  Messrs.  Lewis  taking  first  prize  with  chub,  roach 
and  dace;  P.  Harley,  second,  with  roach,  dace,  and 
gudgeon;  G.  Parker,  third,  with  roach,  dace,'  and 
gudgeon  ;  W.  Cowen,  fourth,  with  roach  and  dace.  The 
following  also  weighed-in :  Messrs.  G.  Love,  H.  Dag- 
worthy,  H.  Hancock,  H.  Smith,  jun..  Chapman,  Coston, 
Cullen,  J.  Preston,  Halsey,  and  J.  Weeks.  On  Dec  21 
Messrs.  W.  Gill  and  H.  Smith  gave  in  their  auditors' 
report.  Our  eleventh  annual  smoking  concert,  on  Dec,  23 
on  behalf  of  the  A.B  8.,  was  very  poorly  attended  owing 
to  the  dense  fog.  Some  capital  harmony  was  rendered 
The  chairman  (Mr.  Lewis)  presented  Mr.  Weeks,  our 
hon.  chairman,  with  a  testimonial,  consisting  of  a  silver 
mounted  ebony  walking  stick,  a  silver  mounted  briirwood 
pipe  in  case,  and  a  tobacco  pouch.  The  Christmas  prizes 
were  also  presented. — H.  Dagworthy. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— A  few  of  the 
above  members  were  out  during  Christmas  holidays,  but 
met  with  very  poor  sport,  Messrs.  L.  T.  Cloake  and  H. 
Cloake  saving  us  from  a  blank  with  roach  and  dace.— s' 
Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, ' 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.— On  Dec.  23  our  Christmas  prize  distribu- 
tion  wag  a  grand  success,  thirty-three  prizes  being 
distributed— legs  of  pork,  turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  fowls, 
cigars,  and  enough  spirits  to  preserve  all  the  fish  in  the 
Lea,  which,  I  think,  was  the  cause  of  no  fish  being  shown 
on  the  trays  on  the  26th.  There  is  a  prize  of  lOs.  6d.  for 
gross  weight  of  roach  for  January,  given  by  Mr.  French, 
— P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— Our  concert  and  distribution 
was  a  great  success,  thanks  to  the  friends  who  supported 
us.  The  following  won  the  prizes  :  Messrs.  Frankham, 
Staines,  Galloway,  Pratt,  Andrews,  Marshall,  Hoodless, 
Adams,  and  Critcher.  The  following  weighed-in  on 
Boxing  Day:  Messrs.  Nicholls,  Critcher,  Andrews,  and 
A.  Hoodless.  I  wish  to  call  a  committee  meeting  for  9,30 
for  Jan.  6.  I  wish  brother  anglers  "  Tight  liaes  and  a 
Happy  New  Year." — E.  Boxall. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — Since  my  last  report  several 
members  have  been  out,  but  the  only  gentlemen  who  have 
been  able  to  score  were  Messrs.  A.  Wild,  E.  Wild,  and  S. 
Wood,  who  had  a  nioa  show  of  perch,  roach,  and  dace 
from  the  Lea,  at  Ware,  on  Dec.  19.  On  Dec.  23  our  half- 
yearly  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  also  the  successful 
competitors  for  the  Christmas  prizes  received  joints, 
bottles  of  spirits,  cigars,  &c.,  thirty-two  prizes  in  all  being 
handed  over  to  the  respective  winners,  but  I  regret  to 
state  that  two  Christmas  prizes  were  not  taken.  During 
the  evening  some  excellent  harmony  was  rendered  by 
several  members  and  friends.  Several  toasts  were  drunk, 
among  others  "  Donors  not  Members  of  the  Soiiety." 
Members  please  note  that  Tuesday,  Jan,  4,  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  I  should  like  to  see  every  member 
clear  of  the  books.— S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavera, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — One  or  two  members 
were  out  on  Boxing  Day,  and  Mr.  H.  Snell  weighed-in  a 
finely  formed  jack  of  111b.  ;  this  was  the  only  important 
item  this  date.  Meeting  very  small  Wednesday  last  owing 
to  festivities,  but  hope  to  see  all  the  trays  filled  on  Jan.  2. 
Subscriptions  outstanding  are  requested  as  early  as 
possible.  The  '"Dibs"  extend  season's  greetings  to  all 
brother  anglers. — H.  Beock. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  HoUoway-road,  N. — On  Dec.  28  Messrs.  Potts, 
Clayton,  and  Menage,  had  some  good  roach,  &c.  Members 
are  reminded  that  the  re\ised  rules  will  be  ready  next 
week. — A,  Clayton. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— very  few  of  our  members  have  been  out 
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since  our  last  report.  Mr.  Brace,  fishing  on  the  Mole, 
bad  a  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  (heaviest  chub, 
2Jlb.) ;"  Mr.  Matthews,  fishing  at  Hampton  Conrt,  had 
eight  bream,  ten  roach,  and  two  small  jack  (heaviest 
roach,  14oz.);  the  bream,  although  all  well  over  the 
Thames  standard,  were  under  our  club  measurements, 
and  were  returned  to  the  river ;  Mr.  Matthews  also  had  a 
day  on  the  Bure,  when  he  bad  eight  jack  (heaviest  731b.). 
An  outing  has  been  arranged  for  Jan.  9,  particulars  to  be 
arranged  at  our  nest  meeting. — A.  Traquair. 

Pirm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.— On  Dec.  19th,  Mr.  C. 
Rosser  weighed-in  a  very  fine  roach,  weighing  lib.  2ioz. 
On  Wednesday  evening,  the  22nd,  we  had  a  j  ivial  meeting 
and  distribution  of  our  Christmas  prizes.  On  Tuesday  next, 
Jan.  4,  1898,  we  take  our  visit  on  the  South  Loudon  United 
Visiting  List,  when  all  anglers  are  cordially  invited.  As 
on  this  night  we  opsn  our  new  club-room,  which  our 
host,  Mr.  Flower,  has  had  built  for  us,  seeing  we  have  not 
had  a  club-room  for  six  months  past,  we  hops  our  friends 
will  rally  up  on  this  occasion.  There  will  ba  plenty  of 
talent,  and  Mr.  T.  A.  Veasey  wUl  occupy  one  of  the  chairs. 
— T.  Rosser. 

Chreenwicli  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich,  S.E.  — At  our  last  meeting 
several  members  gave  their  fishing  experiences.  Messrs. 
Church  and  Marshall,  at  Deal,  five  score  of  whiting ;  Mr. 
Birch,  at  Brandon,  staying  at  the  Ram  Hotel,  had  half  a 
dozen  jack  from  61b.  to  41b.,  losing  one  of  about  101b. 
We  hold  our  next  smoker  early  in  the  year,  due  notice  of 
which  will  be  sent  to  the  Fishing^  Gazette— 3.  Dryden. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road.— The  following  weighed-in  :  On 
Dec.  2",  Mr.  Herbert,  roach ;  and  on  Dec.  28,  Mr. 
Croker,  roach  and  dace  ;  and  Mr.  Burwash,  roach.  We 
met  as  usual  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Goddard  in  the  chair,  but  so 
few  members  present  no  business  was  done.    I  hope 


members  will  attend  next  Tuesday,  and  oblige — J.  H. 

Herbert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — The  members 
will  compete  for  three  special  isrizes  on  Jan.  2  at  Richmond. 
There  are  also  three  special  prizes  to  be  competed  for  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  5,  competitors  being  allowed  to  choose 
their  own  fishing  water,  private  waters  barred.  In  the 
event  of  theabove  prizes  not  being  taken  on  the  days  named, 
they  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Jan.  9  and  Jan.  12. — H.  B. 

Jjincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street. N. — On  Wednesday,  Deo.  22,  our  Christmas 
prizes  were  distributed  to  the  successful  winners,  a  very 
pleasant  evening  being  spent.  There  are  several  prizes  left 
to  be  won ;  any  waters ;  Sundays  only.  On  Monday  last 
Mr.  More  had  two  jack,  111b.  lljoz.,  ani  a  few  roach. 
Mr.  H.  R.  Beckley  was  proposed  for  membership,  and 
will  be  balloted  for  nest  week. — W.  Watlixg. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  Bee  Hotel. 
Queen-square. — Our  chau'man,  Mr.  Whittington,  received 
the  intimation  from  the  keeper  at  Pen-y-Cae  that  the 
trout  were  on  the  spawning  beds,  and  went  up  on  Saturday 
last  to  have  a  look  at  them.  He  saw  a  lot  of  fish,  and  is 
perfectly  satisfied  they  were  intent  on  performing  family 
duties.  This  is  cheering  news,  as  some  of  the  members 
have  been  sceptical  as  to  the  bond  fides  of  previous  years' 
reports  to  this  effect.  For  miny  years  running  we  have 
spent  £10  to  £12  in  the  purchase  of  two-year-old  Loch 
Leven  trout  for  stocking  this  water,  and  the  sum  total 
of  cost  figures  up  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  and  it 
will  be  a  good  thing  if  this  annual  expenditure  can  now  be 
saved.  Last  week-end  I  was  at  the  fish  farm  of  the 
Solway  Fishery  Company,  Limited,  and  was  received  and 
treated  very  kindly  indeed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armistead,  to 
whom  I  beg  to  tender  my  very  warmest  thanks  for 
their  hospitality  and  attention.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Armistead  stands  unrivalled  as  a  breeder  of 


trout,  and  for  certain  he  has  made  this  hatchery  a 
wonderful  place  for  the  production  of  trout  of  various 
kinds— Loch  Leven,  zebra,  char,  &c.  The  genial  author 
of  "Fish  Culture,"  "An  Angler's  Paradise,"  Ac  ,  &c., 
was  gooJ  enough  to  let  me  have  a  look  at  the  ova  in 
various  stages  in  his  fine  hatchery — a  wonderful  sigh  t— 
for  there  seemed  to  be  mjriads  of  eggs  in  proxress  of 
incubation  or  development,  and  the  ripplicg  lullaby  of 
running  water  was  a  most  pleasing  accompaniment.  Then 
the  parent  fish  in  a  pond  were  fed,  and  the  sight  of  the 
big  fi^h— 31b.,  41b  ,  51b.,  and  even  61b.  weight— tumbling, 
plunging,  and  scrambling  over  each  other  for  the  food,  i) 
indescribable.  Some  very  heavy  fish  were  netted  out  of 
another  water,  and  shown  to  me,  and  really  the  size, 
condition,  &c.,  of  these  were  astonishing.  The  whole 
place  is  unique,  and  is  most  pleasantly  situated  close  to 
the  Solway  at  the  foot  of  beautifully  wooded  rnonntains, 
and  the  perfect  condition  to  which  everything  is  brought 
proves  that  a  master  mind  has  controlled  the  whole.  I 
was  very  sorry  indeed  that  I  had  to  turn  my  back  on  this 
charming  sport,  this  "  anglers'  paradise." — Kd.  Wooi,- 

FALL. 

Olive   Branch   Angling    Society,  Park -Ian?, 

Tottenham. — Several  members  of  the  above  society  were 
out  during  the  week.  The  weather  was  not  very  favour- 
able, bat  they  managed  to  secure  a  few  fish.— W. 
Franklin. 

Original    Clerkenwell    Piscatorial  Society, 

George  the  Fourth,  Goswell-road. — Xo  meaiber  showed 
up  during  holidays  except  myself,  with  a  nice  show  of 
chub.— A.  H. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  Carlisle- 
street,  Westminster-road.— Wednesday  last,  Dec.  27,  was 
quarterly  night,  when  important  business  was  transacted. 
Any  gentleman  wishing  to  become  a  member  may  apply  for 
a  copy  of  the  rules  as  above. — A.  H. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Grown,  Pancras- 
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Addlestoke  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2a.  2d. 
Althoene  (Oronch),  A,  Essex,  36,  38. 
AMBERLEY  (Anm).  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 
AMERSHAM  (Misboum),  I  Bucks,  2•3^ ;  2s.  3d. 
AlEPTHlLL  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  43.  4d. 
Ardleioh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56 ;  4s.  9d. 
Ariesey  (Ivel),  E.  Beds,  37  ;  os.  lid. 
ASHCBST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 
AUDLEY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex.  41;  3s.  6^. 
AYLBSBtTEY  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48;  3s.  Si. 
Bahcombe  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50;  5s.  6d 
Battlesbrldge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29;  23.  4|d. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  .50  ;  5s. 
Bbrkhampstead  (G.J.C),  H,  Herts,  28;  2s.  lid. 
BiLLKHlCAY  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  23. 
BILLISSHURST  (Artm),  F,  Sussex,  44;  49.  8d. 
Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 :  43.  4d. 
Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort).  A,  Herts,  33  :  23.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  is.  9|d 
Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74 ;  53.  2d. 
Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46|;  43.  lid, 
BL0NHAM  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  5s.  3d. 
BOITISHAM,  A,  Camhs,  61J ;  53.  l^d. 
Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28i;  38. 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22|;  23.  8d. 
BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24i ;  23.  6d. 
BEAINTREE  (Blackwater).  A,  Essex,  45  ;  39.  lOd. 
Braughing  (Eib)  A,  Herts,  301;  23.  TJd. 
Bbandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86^;  79.  3id. 
Bhickei  "Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22;  2s. 
BROSBOtlRNE  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17i;  Is.  6d. 
Buntingfobd  (Eib),  Herts,  33|;  2s.  lid. 
BURES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  4s.  6^. 
BUENHAM-ON-CEOrCH,  A,  Essex,  39;  3s.  3d. 
Burst  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77i;  6a.  6d. 
Burnt  Mill  (Stort  j.A,  Essex,  25;  Is.  11^. 
BUSHEY  (Cokie),  H,  Herts,  16:  Is.  8d. 
Byfleet  (Wey),D,  Surrey,  21i;  23.  3d. 
Castle  Hedingham  (Colne), A,Essex,  .56^;  4s.llM. 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50,;  4s.  2^d. 
Chalfont  Eoad  (Misboum).  I,  Bucks,  22;  2a. 
Cheddinqton  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27;  2s.  .5d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29|;  23.  6^d. 
Cheshust  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  144  ;  Is.  2d. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22^;  2s.  4d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex.  13^  ;  Is.  IJd. 
Chiltern  Geeen  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27;  2s.  lOd. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48J  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  Wood,  L  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
CLAbE  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62;  5s.  3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18|;  28. 
Colchester  ((3olne),  A,  Essex,  51| ;  4s.  4|d. 
COLNE  (Colne).  A,  Essex,  57i;  43.  6d. 
COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16^;  Is.  8d. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25^;  2a.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  33. 
Ceomeb,  a,  Norfolk,  139;  lOs. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks, 28f;  28.  Sd. 
DOWNHAM  (Case),  A,  Norfolk,  86^;  7s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26;  23.  8d. 
EarlswOOD  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey.  21J ;  23. 
East  Grdjstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex.  30;  3b.  6d. 
East  Fap-leigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  43. 
Eahith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76^;  5s.  4d. 
Edenbridgb  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33 ;  28.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouse).  A,  Cambs,  70i:  5s.  11^. 
Elstree  (Eeserroirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d. 
ElSENHAM  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  Did. 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12;  la. 
Epping  (Boding),  A,  Essex.  17  ;  Is.  5^. 
ESHEK  (Mole).  D,  Surrey,  14^;  Is.  6d. 
Fambrtdge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds.  40;  4s.  2d. 
Forest  Eow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  3s.  6d. 
FULWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12f ;  la.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44f ;  4e.  9d. 
Gt.  Chesterfoed  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  38.  10|d. 
Geeat  Maelow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35^;  3s.  3d. 
Gl.  Missendon  (Misboum),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  28.  9d. 
Gdildfoed  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28^;  33.  2d. 
Gtoton  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138 ;  10s. 


Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25J;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne).  A.  Essex,  62^;  48.  Sid. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex ;  lii ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  lii;  Is.  3d. 
Haelington  (Tod),  G,  Beds.  37;  3s.  lld. 
HaelOW  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26|;  23.  l^d. 
Haependen  (Lea),  E  G.  Herts,  27^;  2s.  7d. 
Haetfield  (Medwav),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E.  "Herts,  17f ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield PEVEREL(Chelmer),  A. Essex,  36;  3s.  Id. 
Haywards  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  43. 
Heyer  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27:  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11 J ;  Is. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35};  3s.  91. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24^;  2s.  6d. 
HiLGAT  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  8Sf  ;  6s.  10|d. 
HOELEy  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37 ;  Ss.  lOd. 
HOESTED  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  361;  3s.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114^ ;  9a.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58};  6s.  2d. 
Iechester  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  68.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A.  Essex,  42i:  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  Sd. 
Laeenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82^:  6s.  lUd. 
Langfoed    Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A., 

Essex,  44;  33.  3\d.  (Chsinge  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Buoks,  16i;  Is.  8d. 
Leageave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32 J;  Ss.  5d. 
LEATHERHE.AD  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19i;  2s. 
Leighton-  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  401 :  is.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse).  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  53.  2d. 
Lingfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28;  23.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse).  A,  Cambs,  76;  63.  5d. 
LOUGHTON  (Hoding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  Old. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  \,  Suffolk,  61^-:  5s.  2id. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117^ ;  lOs 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 

A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddington).  F.  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  'Victoria). 

C.  South-Eastern   (Charing  Cross,    Waterloo  G.  Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  H.  North- Western  (Euston). 

and  New  Cross).  L  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 

D.  Sgath-Westem  (Waterloo).  w  Map  tlnws  th«  18  neu  ttatiom. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24i;  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44;  3s.3id 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  39.  2d. 
Manningthee  (Stour),  .A.  Essex,  59:  Ss.  0|d. 
March  (Xene.  &c.).  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  69.  4d. 
Mardocks  (.Ash).  A,  Herts,  23 ;  2s. 
Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  33.  lljd. 
Midhuest  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A.  Suffolk,  "Gi  ;  69.  4^. 
MOULSFOHD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48  j ;  os.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent).  E,  Herts,  9i ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam).  A,  Es.^ex,  42i;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  1-34;  IDs. 
North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19|;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse).  G,  Beds,  524;  5s.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  .55i;  5s.  lOd. 
Onrae  (Boding),  A.  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  Hid. 
OXTED  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medwav),  C,  Kent,  31J;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames).  B,  Berks,  41i;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver).  H,  Herts.  22;  2s. 
PONDER's  End  (Lea),  a,  Middlesex,  10;  9d. 
Potter's  Bar  (Colue),  E,  Middlesex,  12f ;  Is.  3d. 
PULBOROUGH  (Arun).  F.  Sussex,  50;  59.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions,  2s.  6d). 
Badlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d. 
Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  33.  9d. 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20i  ;  23. 
ElCKMANSWOP.TH  (Goine),  H  I,  Herts,  22J:  l8.9d. 
EOYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22|  :  Is.  9d. 
ECDPVTCK  (.\rvm),  F,  Sussex. 44;  4s.  2d. 
EY3  House  (Lea).  A.  Herts,  19;  Is.  8d. 
S  -SDY  (Ivel).  E.  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
jAwbridgew'orth  (Stort).  A,  Herts,  29  ;  23.  Sjd. 
Selh.am  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58;  os.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41:  3s.  2d 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55 ;  5s.  9d. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  49.  5M. 
Shenfield  (Chehner),  A.  Essex.  20i;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18|;  28. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  ISi:  Is.  lld. 
Southminster,  -A,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19i;  23. 
St.andon  (Eib),  A,  Herts,  29^;  2s.  6fd. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex.  33 ;  23.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20;  2a.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70i;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20i;  la.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Himts,  51i:  5s.  5d. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37;  33.  6d. 
SUDBUEY  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  5S^;  43.  ll^d. 
Sunbcey  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16^ ;  Is.  8d. 
TaplOw  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  224;  29.  4d 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47i;  49.  lld. 
Thatcham  (Kennet).  B,  Berks,  49J;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16 ;  Is.  3^. 
Theee  Bridges  (Mole).  F,  Sussex,  29;  3s. 
Tilehuest  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38};  49.  Id. 
Tring  (Eeservoirs),  H,  Herts.  31i:  33.  4d. 
Tunbridge  (Medwav),  C,  Kent.  29J;  33.  3d. 
Twyford  (Thames).  B.  Berks,  31;  3s.  3d. 
Usbridge  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex.         Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames).  D, Berks,  23;  2s. 6d. 
Walton  (Thames),  D.  Sm-rey,  17:  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  Hi:  Is.  lld. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  A.  Cambs,  61;  53.  2d 
Wateeingbuey  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46;  49. 
Wbndoveb.  I.  Buck9.  331 ;  39.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (ColneV  B.  Middlesex,  13^  ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur).  F,  Sussex,  45;  43.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Bib).  .\,  Herts.  325  :  23-  ^i^- 
Weybridqe  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  23. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49;  43.  2d. 
Wickford  (Crouch).  A,  Essex,  26;  2s.  2d. 
WiDFORD  (Ash),  A.  Herts.  24  ;  23.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21i;  23.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater).  A.Essex,  39;  3s.  3Jd. 
Woking (Bas'ng3tkeCanal).D.  Surrey. 24i;  23.6d. 
WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A.  Essex,  31 :  2a.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thms.  &  Colue),  D,Buek3,21i;  28.3d. 
WrOXHAM  (Broads,  <fcc.).  A,  Norfolk,  122f ;  lOa. 
YALDIN8  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38i:  43. 
Yabmouth  (Bure,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lOs. 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  Georgo-st. 

llnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  &  N.  British 
Works. 

AmptMll. — Ed.  White,  Market. 
Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 
Ashbonrne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 
Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J.  Eows,  62, 

High-street. 

Beccles  — E.  Tilnet  &  Son. 

Belfast — J.  Braddsij,  &  SoN,21,  Castle- 
olane. 

Biggleswade. — H.  W.  Morgan,  Bridge 
House  Inn. 

Birmingham. — Samuei.  B.  Allport, 

50,  Whittall-street. 
C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 
T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 
J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
James  Morgan,  2J,  Aston-road. 
W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nttttinq  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Panl's-square. 
W.  H.  Ktdeb  &  Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-at. 
Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Bishop  Auckland.— W.  J.  Cummins, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 
Blackburn. — James  Gregson,  Penny-st. 
Bolton. — W.  Bleaklet,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend.— E.  H.  Dtkr,  19  A  20,  Qaeen- 
Btreet. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundrt  &  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Mannfacturera. 
William  James. 
George  Kenwat. 
W.  Tucker,  Mannfaoturer. 


Exeter.— W.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Pbickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmonth.— Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 

 Danby-terraoe. 

Fairford.  Gl0». — Samuel  Burgb. 
Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Tharston. 

Great  Tarmonth.— E.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 
H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings.— DowsETT,  A.  C,  10,  York 
Buildings. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22i,  Maylord- st. 

Hertford. — Simson  &  Co.,  Market-place. 

Hnll. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford.— Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  —  J.  Graham  &  Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 

Killarney.— T.  McCarthy,  Main-street. 

Xingsbridge,  S.  Devoa.— S.  Pbrrott, 

109,  Fore-street. 

Eingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 
Eingston-on-Thames  — J.R.Eiohaed- 

SON,  67,  High-street. 
J.  E.  WiLLiNGHAM,  35,  High-street. 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-  st 

Leamington  Spa.— J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commeroial- 

street. 

Francis    M.   Walbran,    19,  New 
Station-street. 

E.  Laurence,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester.— E.  Fludk,  5,  West-bridge. 


London — Continued. 
J.  Bernard  &  Sons,  5,  Chnroh-plaoe, 

Piccadilly. 
Mrs.    L.    J.    Bbocas,    Fly-Tier,  5, 

Eochester-row,  S.W. 
C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Carter  &  Co.,  137,  St.  John-street- 

road,  E.C. 
R.  Dillon,  78,  Viotoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

Eaton  &  Dellee,  6  &  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

O.  Parlow  &  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
Forrest  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 

Oxford-street,  W. 
Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's-street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

W.  T.  Hancock  &  Co.,  4,  Pall  Mall- 
place,  and  308,  High  Holborn. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 

G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A.  Bnlmer),  62, 
Wandflworth-rcad,  S.W. 

HOLBROW  &  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  W. 

Holroyd  BR08.,59,Gracechurch-st.,E.C. 

G.  Little  &  Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 

G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James's. 

Military  Equipment  Stores  &  Tor- 
toise Tent  Co.,  Ltd.,  61,  Pall  Mall 

C.  E.  Moon,  116,  Lower  Kennington- 
lane,  S.E. 

Ogden  &  ScoTFORD,  1?,  Leicestcr- 
square. 

Ogden  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park 
Corner,  S.W. 

J.  Peek  &  Son,  40,  Gray's  Inn-rd.,  W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

S.  Price  &  Co.,  8,  Seymour-street, 
Enston-sqnare. 

J.  Richardson  (late  of  Dunhill's),  111, 
Judd-street,  King's  Cross,  N.W. 

Mrs  SowERBUTTS,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 

ston-square,  W. 
F.  T.  Williams  &  Co., "  Silver  Trout," 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — C.  Geaoh,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Broad,  Queen-street. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fxarn,  38,  Chester- 
gate. 

Machynlleth.  —  B.  Peaece,  Coventry 
House. 

Manchester. — W.  Chambers  &  Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

Hardy  Bros.,  12  and  14,  Moult-street, 
Cross-street. 

B.  Bamsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slates,  Stodman-at. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.- J.  E.  Bolton, 

147,  Northumberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  &  Retail.] 
Thos.  Pape  27,  CoUingwood-atreet. 


Newtown,  N.Wales.— Fred.W.  Cooke, 

Short  Bridge-street. 

Northampton.  —  Geo.  Tiu&is,  6,  The 

Green. 

Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd  54  London-et.  ; 

J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensnm-street. 

Nottingham.— S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 
Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-streot. 
J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 
W.  Wells  &  Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 
E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham. — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Butland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh.— John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-at. 

Plymouth.  —  Thomas    Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 
C.  &  B.  Brooks,  62,  Southside-street. 

Reading.— J.  Pkrey  &  Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Redditch. — S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  standard 
Works.       [Wholesale  oidy.] 
W.  Bartlebt  &  Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfred  Booker  &  Co.  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  MiLWARD  &  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  &  Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
I  only,] 

Richmond  -  on  -  Thames.— Gaynob  a 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
EvERARD  Ripley,  5,  King-atreet. 

Richmond,  Torks.— Chas.  Sfencbb, 
Finklo-atreet. 

Rothbnry.— W.  Mavxn. 
J.  Soulsby. 

Scarborough.— s.  M.  patbiok,  5,  Noriih- 

atreet,  Newboro'. 
Wm.  J.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  &  Macphebbon 

62,  High-street. 
Cox  &  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea, — B.  Evans  &  Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depdt,  Castle  Bailey-at. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-at. 

Thetford. — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — a.  Babgh,  Bridge-at. 

Torrinjgton,  N.  Devon.— J-  D.  Bastard, 

Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.— J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  —  D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton.— T.  Shakkspeabe,  9, 

 Market-street. 

York.— H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Davy-irata. 


Builth  Wells. — Septimus  Pbick,  12, 
High-street. 

W.  B.  Roberts,  Anglers'  Depot. 

Burton  -  on  -  Trent.— T.  Hobne,  106, 

High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

CardiflF.— E.  Richardson,  "  Silver  Fish," 
Bridge-street. 
William  Da  vies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 
Carlisle. — E.  Strong,  Castle-street. 
Castle  Connell. — J.  Enright  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 
Ogden  &  Scotford,  Pittville.  [TV hols- 
sale  &  Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  —J-  b.  Teuman. 

Clitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wea- 
leyaii-road. 

Darlington. — J-  F.  Smythe. 

DerbV- — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 

Dublin. — C.  Weekes  a  Co.,  26  ft  27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  &  Retail.] 

Econ. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 


Leyburn.  Torks.- 

Office. 


F.  Lyon,  Post 


Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-atreet. 

[Wholesale  &  Retail.]  

Lincoln. — Andrews  &  Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

M.  Barnes,  1,  St.  Swithin's-square. 
J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 


Liverpool.  —  W.  Ramsbottok, 

North  John-street. 
H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 
B.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-atreet. 


14b, 


Llandovery,  Wales. 

High-atreet. 


■Evan  Davieb, 


London. — S.  Allcock  A  Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 
T.  Aldeed,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  &  Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 

F.  Anstiss,  23,  First-street,  Walton- 
street,  S.W. 

Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Net- 
ting Hill. 

W.  Babtlset  &  Sows,  11  &  12,  Gold- 
smith-street, Wood-street,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Benetfink  &  Co.,  89,  90,  107  &  108, 
Cheapaide,  E.C. 


WYRESDALE  FISHERY  ("211^.1:";.^"),  Scorton,  Lanes, 

SEASON  1897-98. 

A  magnificent  lot  of  Fry,  YearUngs,  and  Two-year-olds  :  Fario, 
Levenensis,  Foniinalis,  Irideus,  Alpinus,  Lacustris,  &c.  Orders  shoiild  be 
booked  at  once. 

RAINBOW  TROUT,  undoubtedly  the  trout  of  the  future.  The 
gamest,  quickest  growing,  and  best  table  fish.  Rises  at  a  fly  more  freely 
than  any  other  fish.  Irideus  is  not  a  cannibal.  Advice  with  regard  to 
stocking  with  these  fish  on  application  to  the  Fishery. 

Hulton  Park,  Bolton-le-Moors,  Sept.  17,  1897. 
Eecently  a  rainbow  trout  (one  of  the  yearlings  you  sent  la.st  December)  was 
caught  weighing  8|oz.  We  regard  it  as  a  most  marvellous  growth.     W.  Hulton. 

Address  all  letters  to  Andrew  Henry,  Secretary,  Wyresdale  Fishery, 
gcorton,  Garstang,  Lanes. 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 


SEND    FOR    PRIGE  LIST 

OF 

OYA,  FRY,  YEARLING,  and  TWO-EAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEYENENSIS,  and  FONTINALIS, 

to 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING.  N.B. 

Note. — Since  the  death  of  Sir  James  Maitland,  Bart.,  the  founder  of  the 
Howietoun  Fishery,  arrangements  have  been  made  to  carry  on  the  Fishery  as 
formerly 
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road,  N.W. — On  Dec.  27  Mr.  Bouffler  hid  a  few  roach  and 
rudd.  On  Jau.  9  we  have  a  competition  at  Bourne  End 
for  three  half -guineas.  All  to  go  down  on  the  morning  ; 
two  rods  ;  bank  only. — K.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
rtreet,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — Will  members  please  attend 
on  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  4,  to  hear  balance-sheet  read  and 
conduct  other  business,  also  to  consider  outing  ?  We 
made  another  working  member  at  la%t  meeting  night. — 
Geo.  Keexe. 

Biichmond  Angling  Society,  the  Tnlin  Tree  Inn, 
Richmond.  —  Eesulc  of  the  handicap  competition  held 
between  Twickenham  Ferry  and  Richmond  Look  on 
Dec.  22,  189"  :  First  prize,  G.  Ross,  31b.  "Joz.,  from  the 
bank  ;  second  prize,  T.  W.  Taylor,  41b.  12oz.,  from  punt ; 
third  prize,  R.  Randall,  41b.  -iox.,  from  punt. — H.  E. 
Gatxor. 

Iboyal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  9°^^°'^  Arms, 
Bateman-street.— .On  Dec.  27  the  following  weighed-in 
fish  :  Messrs.  Webber,  Steptoe,  and  Pope.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  Christmas  festivities  our  last  meeting 
was  very  well  attended.  I  wish  all  members,  and  anglers 
in  general,  a  very  prosperous  New  Year. — J.  Gibbons. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface -street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — On  Dec.  19 
Mr.  T.  Stevens  was  the  only  member  to  weigh-in,  having 
bream,  and  a  roach  of  lib.  3Joz.  Our  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  List  was  a  great  success,  twenty-six  clubs 
answering  the  roU-call,  to  whom  we  tender  thanks. 
— W.  Anstet. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — On  Dec.  27  Mr.  Fletcher 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  (largest  roach  lib.  4oz.). 
All  members  interested  in  our  next  outing  are  requested 
to  attend  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  the  same. — Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  takes  place  on  Tuesday, 
Jan.  4,  at  the  Firm  and  True  A.S.,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.— Alf.  Painter. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Frince's- 
road,  Kennington  Cross. — None  of  our  members  were  out 
during  the  holidays.  On  Dec.  29,  Mr.  Beale,  nice  show  of 
dace  from  tidal  water  at  Richmond.  Next  Wednesday, 
Jan  5,  please  note,  quarterly  night,  also  a  general  meeting 
to  decide  next  club  outing  for  four  prizes. — H.  Allan. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — Dnrmg  the  holidays  only  one  member 
weighed-in — Mr.  Ehren,  jack.  The  next  return  visit  on 
the  No.  1  Eastern  District  tikes  place  at  this  society  on 
Monday  next,  Jan.  3,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — 
W.  Woodford. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — Owing  to  the  Christmas 
holidays  not  many  members  have  been  out,  but  Mr.  Parker, 
fishing  in  our  private  water,  had  a  nice  dace  of  10|oz. 
The  list  of  prizes  for  the  Chiistmas  competition  at 
Windsor  on  Jan.  9  are  as  follows:  £1  Is.,  12$.  6d.,  and 
8s.  6d.  from  Mr.  HoLiday,  King-street,  Hammersmith  ; 
lOs.  6d.,  Mr.  Nott;  141b.  aitchbone  of  beef,  Mr.  F. 
Young ;  fifty  cigars,  Mr.  C.  Brace ;  two  bottles  of 
whiskey,  Mr.  Littlewood  ;  bushel  of  flour,  Mr.  H. 
Burnham ;  twenty-five  cigars,  Mr.  C.  Knight;  bottle  of 
whiskey  each,  Mr.  J.  Harwood  and  Mr.  S.  L.  Goldhill : 
OS.,  Mr.  J.  S.  Smith;  box  of  chocolate,  Mr.  A.  Stevens; 
a  prize,  Mr.  T.  Burrows,  butcher,  King-street,  Hammer- 
smith; also  a  prize  from  Mr.  C.  Ravenhill.  Trusting  all 
will  turn  out  in  strong  force  on  this  occasion.  Honorary 
members  specially  invited. — E.  Jennings. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — On  Deo.  19  Mr.  Clegg  weighed-in  roach. 
Our  distribution  took  place  on  Dec.  21,  and  was  a  grand 
success,  several  visitors  from  other  clubs  being  present. 
On  Dec.  27  Mr.  Allen,  jack ;  Mr.  Clegg,  roach.  Our 
usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  with  a 
small  attendance  ;  those  members  who  are  in  arrears  are 
requested  to  settle  up  at  their  earliest  convenience.  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  the  first  meeting  night  in 
the  New  Year. — H.  C. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— On  Wednes- 
day, Dec.  22,  a  highly  successful  smoking  concert  was 
held.  Mr.  T.  Marshall  occupied  the  chair  ;  Mr.  W.  Byers, 
vice-chair;  Mr.  H.  Wigg  (secretary),  musical  director. 
During  the  evening  the  prizes  were  awarded  tothe  successful 
competitors  of  the  Christmas  outings.  The  whole  of  the 
twenty-e'ght  prizes  were  won,  and  the  competition 
was  exceedingly  keen,  as  there  were  only  2oz.  difference 
between  first  and  second  prize  winners.  Considering  the 
very  boisttrous  weather  experienced,  the  result  was  very 
gratifying.  The  following,  in  order  named,  were  the 
winners  :  Messrs.  Ford,  17ib.  7j0z.  ;  Odart,  17lb.  5|oz.  ; 
JIarshaU,  Goddard,  sen.,  Morgan,  Knight,  Cole,  HoweU, 
Head,  G.  Stanboro,  Eaton,  Johnson,  Eraser,  Davies, 
Ccates,  Parnham,  Caloutt,  Busby,  Moore,  A.  Stanboro, 
Skelsey,  Beaumont,  Handy,  Jones,  Byers,  Blythe,  GoUett, 
and  W.  Stevens.  The  prizes  consisted  of  half -ton  of 
coals,  turkeys,  geese,  leg  of  mutton,  beef,  cigars,  wines 
and  spirits.  On  Jan.  5  the  election  of  officers  takes  place. 
— H.  Wigg. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham. — Two  of  our  members, 
fishing  near  Enfield  Lock,  saw  a  float  bobbing  up  and 
down  close  to  the  sedges.  They  recognised  it  as  belonging 
to  one  of  our  members  who  had  been  there  a  week 
previously,  the  same  individual  being,  as  they  say, 
■'  smashed  up,"  and,  like  twa  bold  anglers,  they  went  for 
it  through  mud  and  mire,  and  recovered  the  float,  line, 
and  trace,  also  a  jack,  19jin.  long,  but  it  did  not  weigh 
161b.  or  201b.— E.  Haynes. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Hammersmith  - 
Several  members  have  been  out  for  the  cup  this  month , 
but  the  weights  have  been  very  small ;  Mr.  Ramsay 
stands  first  up  to  date.    Mr.  Cox,  jun.,  and  Mr.  Coomes 


weighed-in  on  Dec.  26.  We  have  arranged  a  match  at 
Bourne  End  for  Jan.  6  and  Jan.  9  for  six  prizes,  including 
Mr.  Elsmore's  present  of  a  pair  of  boots,  value  21s. — 
J.  J.  Hunter. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  170,  Hartfield- 
road,  Wimbleion. — Since  my  last  report,  the  following 
have  weighed-in  :  Mr.  S.  Peskett,  pike;  Mr.  H.  Golding, 
perch  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Gallie,  pike.  The  second  match  for 
the  silver  cup  and  three  additional  prizes  comes  off  on 
Jan.  10,  on  club  water.  All  competitors  travel  by  first 
train,  and  weigh  in  at  the  Mitre  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
match.  It  has  been  arranged  to  hold  a  smoker  in  a  fort- 
night's time,  the  musical  part  of  the  entertainment  being 
preceded  by  a  short  paper  on  "  Live  Baiting  for  Pike," 
which  will  be  read  by  the  hon.  treasurer  (Old  Ike). — S. 
Peskett.   


R1CEIV£D  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Thames  (Henley). — A  great  many  anglers  were  out 
during  the  holidays,  but  met  with  very  little  success,  the 
best  take  consisting  of  three  pike  (best  fish  between  "lb. 
and  81b.)  and  some  nice  perch  was  had  by  Mr.  Bates,  a 
local  angler.  Messrs.  Hobbs  and  Meid  each  had  a  few 
small  jack.  A  great  many  perch  have  been  taken,  but 
they  run  very  small.  Myself,  out  with  Arlett  on  Deo.  27, 
a  few  good  roach.  Bank  anglers  fared  badly,  having  very 
poor  takes.  The  river  is  coming  down  very  thick,  which 
wLU  put  a  stop  to  ansling.  except  ledgering  for  roach. — 
J.  W.  Read. 

Azun  (Pulborough).— Owing  to  heavy  rains  the 
river  is  very  full  and  thick,  whUe  in  the  lower  parts  it  has 
already  overflowed.  As  there  is  every  possibility  of  more 
rain,  not  much,  if  any,  sport  can  be  expected  here  on 
Jan.  2. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Elstree  Reservoir  (Herts).— The  water  is  now  a 
good  colour.  Jack  are  well  on  feed  the  last  few  days. 
One  gentleman  had  good  sport  of  six  jack,  all  good  size, 
on  Tuesday.    To-day,  one  caught,  81b.— E.  Surridge. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Had  a  very  windy  turn 
all  the  holidays,  but  those  who  have  stuck  it  have  mostly 
been  rewarded.  Largest  jack  I  know  of  this  week,  7ilb., 
taken  on  Tuesday.    Water  in  good  condition. — A.  Scard. 

CLUBS. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. —Angling  Com- 
petition.— The  committee  met  at  the  comnji'.tee  rooms. 
Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  on 
Dec.  30,  and  Mr.  E.  Clarke,  of  the  Allason  United,  and 
Mr.  Gibbons,  of  the  Royal  George  Angling  Societies,  were 
appointed  auditors  to  go  through  the  accounts  of  our  late 
A.B.  Windsor  competition.  The  result  of  the  audit  will 
ba  made  known  at  the  above  committee.  Dinner,  which 
takes  place  at  the  above  on  Thursday  next,  at  8  p.m. 
Tickets  for  the  dinner  are  Ss.  each,  and  can  only  be 
obtained  of  host  Keene  not  later  than  Wednesday  night  up 
till  11  p.m.  A  grand  concert  will  follow  at  about  9.30  p.m. 
— Ben  Abrahams. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Oxbridge-street,  Nottmg  Hill  Gate.— 
Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  check  secretary  ;  the  auditor's 
account  was  passed,  and  was  satisfactory.  We  wish  all 
members  "A  happy  New  Year  and  tight  lines." — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Clapham  Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Several  members  were  out  during  the  holidays,  and  the 
following  had  fish  :  Messrs.  A.  Bowater,  chub  and  roach, 
one  chub,  21b.  o^z.  :  J.  WiUgoss,  roach  ;  W.  H.  Thomas, 
chub;  J.  Clark,  roach ;  G.  T.  Jameson,  chub  and  roach. 
Our  next  day's  outing  takes  plaae  on  Jan.  16,  at  Cookham ; 
usual  conditions ;  tow-path  only ;  jack  and  gudgeon  barred  ; 
boundary  from  Bourne  End  Railway  Bridge  to  Cookham 
Ferry.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Porest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Grate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — In  our  competition  on  Dec.  18 
and  19,  Mr.  Head  took  first,  Mr.  Creeke  second,  and  Mr. 
Mendham  third  prize.  Last  Tuesday  Mr.  J.  T.  Inman 
caught  six  pike,  weighing  31  Jib.  ;  and  last  Wednesday  Mr. 
J.  A.  Grove  caught  two  pike,  weighing  13Jlb.,  also  six 
smaller  ones,  which  he  returned. — C.  S.  C. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  nest 
prize  outing  takes  places  on  Jan.  2,  at  Chertsey,  for 
various  prizes  ;  two  rods  allowed ;  no  live  bait  to  be  taken 
down;  limited  distance;  all  fish  to  weigh-in.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  for 
the  supper. — G.  Edward.*. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
bourne-road. — On  Dec.  28,  Messrs.  Bence  and  Gilder  had 
roach  from  the  Thames,  the  best  fish  going  lib.  Ijos.  1 
hope  members  will  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  5, 
quarterly  night.  A  new  member  was  proposed  on 
Wednesday  last. — A.  Ide. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion,  FuUbridge,  Maldon. — There  has  been  very 
little  sport  here  with  roach  during  the  past  week,  but  jack 
fishing  has  yielded  excellent  sport.  Mr.  T.  Springett 
secured  three  pike  on  28th  Dec,  and  Messrs.  F.  Keen  and 
Whitehead  one  each.  On  the  29th  Mr.  F.  Keen  secured 
two  jick,  7Jlb.  The  entries  to  the  annual  Boxing  Day 
competition  numbered  fifteen,  and  the  first  prize  was  taken 
by  Mr.  T.  Springett,  and  the  second  by  Mr.  R.  White. 
The  remaining  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  Saturday 
next,  in  the  afternoon,  starting  at  2.30  ;  same  conditions 
as  previous  competition ;  fish  to  be  weighed-in  at  five 
o'clock,  at  the  clubhouse.  We  had  a  saocessfal  smoking 
concert  on  Monday  evening  last,  and  some  excellent  songs 
were  sung  by  the  chairman  (Mr.  F.  Tow),  also  by  Messrs. 
S.  Yince,  H.  Hutchinson,  Ben  Bevers,  G.  Springett,  and 
other  anglers.    The  waters  are  now  in  good  condition  for 


roach  fishing,  and  some  good  takes  are  to  be  had. — F. 
Keen. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — Members  are  reminded 
that  we  fish  for  a  quantity  of  good  things  on  Jan.  2,  at 
Bourne  End.  Full  particulars  may  be  seen  at  the  club- 
house.— F.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas'  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Westminster  Bridge-roa.d. — After  a  deal 
of  fishing  we  took  our  Christmas  prizes  as  follows  : 
Messrs.  Stone,  first;  Fisher,  seco»d ;  Sharpe,  third; 
George,  fourth  ;  Staff,  fifth;  Wink,  sixth;  Tite,_ seventh  ; 
Shaw,  eighth;  Booth,  ninth.  We  take  our  visit  on  the 
Central  Association  on  Jan.  10.  I  hope  members  will 
attend  at  the  Firm  and  True  A.S.  next  Tuesday,  Jan.  t, 
on  the  S.L.U.V.L.  Wishing  you  and  stiff  a  Happy  New 
Year. — G.  George. 


Mr.  Percy  Har<;reaves,  of  Glenbucket  Lodge,  Gartly, 
Aberdeenshire,  has  just  received  from  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery  1000  rainbow  trout  (S.  iritlen<)  for  experiment  in 
one  of  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Don.  The  fish  arrived 
safely,  and  in  splendid  condition. — W.  M. 


Mr.  a.  Hill,  secretary  of  the  Original  Clerkenwell 
Piscatorials,  writes  :  "  On  opening  a  chub  of  3{lb.  I  found 
it  full  of  fish  bones  and  scales,  and  picked  out  seven  whites 
of  eyes,  which  must  account  for  four  fish.  Can  anyone  say 
if  they  have  had  any  experience  of  them  being  such  large 
fish  eaters,  or  is  this  something  out  of  the  common.  I 
should  like  a  little  information  on  the  subject.  No  wonder 
roach  fishing  is  a  bit  slack,  what  with  jack,  perch,  and 
chub  hunting  them  up  !  "  There  are  many  instances  on 
record  of  chub  taking  live  bait,  although  cheese  and  pith 
and  brains  are  generally  preferred.] 


I  have  been  long  under  the  impression  (now  corroborated 
by  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine)  that  the  late  Mr.  Terriss  was  an 
angler.  Mr.  Jardine  says  :  "  That  amongst  his  pleasant 
angling  reminiscences  of  many  years  ago,  he  often  fished  at 
the  Olde  French  Horn,  at  Sonning,  and  frequently  met 
Mr.  Terriss  (brother  of  Dr.  Lewin),  with  both  of  whom 
he  had  enjoyed  some  happy  and  successful  days'  sport. 
The  late  Mr.  Terriss  was  an  enthusiast  as  an  angler,  and 
no  mean  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton."  All  anglers  in  common 
with  myself,  exceedingly  regret  the  terrible  circumstance 
which  has  cut  off  so  good  a  man  and  so  good  an  angler  in 
his  prime. 

 >  ♦  «  ♦  <  

Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  writes:  ''As  some  doubt  has 
been  thrown  upon  the  probability  of  a  knife  being  found 
in  the  belly  of  a  codfish,  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  do 
not  think  it  an  extraordinary  case.  We  have  heard  of 
watches  and  other  bright  articles  being  found  in  the  bellies 
of  jack.  Upon  looking  through  my  scrap  book  to-night,  I 
find  the  following,  which  I  cidled  from  the  People  of  April 
24,  1892.  '  A  Shilling  in  a  Hen's  Egg.— A  good  deal  of 
curiosity  has  been  excited  at  Paddington  Station  by  the 
discovery,  by  one  of  the  platform  porters  named  Smith,  of 
a  shilling  in  a  hen's  egg.  Smith's  statement  is  that  the 
egg  was  served  boiled  at  Ashton's  dining  rooms,  opposite 
the  Great  Western  Railway  Hotel,  and  that  on  breaking  it 
open,  and  partly  eating  it,  a  shilling  was  found  in  it.  In 
support  of  the  statement,  the  lower  fragments  of  the  shell 
and  the  shilling  are  shown,  and  attention  is  directed  to  a 
mark  of  discoloration  on  the  membrane  of  the  shell, 
corresponding  with  marks  on  the  shilling.  A  number  of 
persons  have  examined  the  coin  and  the  egg,  and  one 
gentleman  mentioned  that  he  knew  an  instance  where  a 
small  water  reptile — a  newt — had  been  found  in  a  similar 
position  in  a  duck's  egg,  and  which  had  probably  been 
gobbled  up  with  such  garbage  as  these  birds  feed  on.'  " 


On  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  3,  Dr.  Charles  S. 
Patterson  will  deliver  a  lecture,  illustrated  by  the  lantern, 
on  "  The  Romance  of  Fish  Life." 

 >  »  ♦  ♦  <  

Ladies'  bicycle  races  ha,ve  again  "  caught  on  "  at  the 
Westminster  Aquarium,  and  the  twelve  days'  race,  in 
which  the  lady  bicycle  stirs  of  France  and  England  are 
taking  part,  and  which  wiU  finish  on  Saturday  week,  is 
creating  an  immense  amount  of  interest.  The  Christmas 
programme  is,  by  general  consent,  the  best  presented  for 
many  years,  and  is  to  be  repeated  daily  next  week. 

 >»« ♦<  

The  death  is  announced  of  the  Rev.  E.  W.  O.  Bridge- 
man,  which  took  place  on  Christmas  Day  at  his  residence, 
Knockin  Hall,  Shropshire.  The  deceased  was  a  thorough 
gentleman  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  a  keen  sportsman, 
and  very  fond  of  angling.  He  was  a  near  relative  of  the 
Earl  of  Bradford,  from  whom  he  held  the  sporting  rights 
over  the  extensive  property  of  that  noble  lord  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Llanymynech ;  and  angling^  visitors  to 
this  part  of  the  country  will  receive  the  tidings  of  his 
decease  with  deep  regret,  as  he  was  ever  most  willing  to 
grant  pjrmission  to  fish  those  preserved  parts  of  that  noted 
trout  stream,  the  Tanat,  on  any  part  of  the  Bradford 
estate  through  which  it  flowed. 


An  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the  British  Se.i 
Anglejs'  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Canncn-street  Hotel 
on  Wednesday,  Jan.  12,  at  S  o'clock  p.m.  The  usual 
committee  and   monthly  meeting  will  take   place  on 
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■Wednesday  evening  next,  Jan.  6.  The  committee  meet 
at  seven ;  ordinary  meetiog  at  eight. 


'  In  hatching  the  eggs  of  the  salmon  family,"  siiys  Mr. 
A.  W.  Cheney,  in  Forest  and  Stream,  "  fieh  tvith  two  or 
more  heads,  deformed  bodies,  &c.,  are  produced,  and  are 
called  monsters.  Dr.  C.  G.  Seligmann,  of  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  London,  with  a  colleague,  has  been  making  a 
study  of  mors'ers  to  prepare  a  paper  on  the  subject.  I 
have  had  correspondence  with  him  daring  the  past  year 
which  will  not  be  of  general  interest  here  in  advance  of  the 
paper,  which  I  hope  to  say  something  about  later,  but  in 
his  last  letter  he  gives  me  some  data  which  I  can  use  now. 
From  a  lot  of  eggs  of  domesticated  brook  trout,  fontlnalis, 
he  found  nearly  1  per  cent,  of  two-headed  monsters  and 
3  per  cent,  with  deformed  bodies.  Hybrids,  fontinalis 
and /aivo,  nearly  2  per  cent  of  monsters.  Wild/ar/o  eggs 
gave  less  than  1  per  cent,  of  monsters." 

 >***<  

"Bit  with  deliberate  mind  I  say,  that  I  have  never  seen 
anything  so  ghastly  in  its  inner  tragic  meaning— not  in 
Fisan  Maremma— nor  by  Campagna  tomb— not  by  the 
sand  isles  of  the  Torcellan  shore— as  the  slow  stealing  of 
aspects  of  reckless,  indolent,  animal  neglect  over  the 
dehcate  sweetness  of  that  English  fcene;  nor  is  any 
blasphemy  or  impiety,  any  frantic  saying  or  godless 
thought  more  appalling  to  me,  using  the  best  power  of 
judgment  I  have  to  discern  its  sense  and  scope,  than  the 
insolent  defilings  of  those  springs  by  the  human  herds 
that  drink  ot  them."  "  Thus,"  says  G.  A.  B.  Dewar,  in 
the  Ikidy  Mad,  m  burning  words,  Mr.  Kuskin,  of  some 
shreds  of  old  metal  and  other  refuse  cast  about  the  year 
18/0  by  certain  inhabitants  of  Carshalton  into  the  'first 
spreadmg  currents '  of  one  of  the  springs  which  swell  the 
river  Wandle  at  that  place.  But  what  would  Mr.  Ruskin 
say  and  think  if  he  could  to-day  see  the  lovely  stream  in 
which'Nelsou  used  to  ily  fish  converted,  below  where  the 
Oroydon  affluent  enters  the  water,  into  a  sort  of  onen 
dram  ? 

 ^♦'^  <  

Me.  Buskin's  condemnation  of  those  who  defile  our 
living  waters  has,  I  think,  been  always  based  on  what  may 
be  called  esthetic  grounds.  Considered  and  understood 
aright,  surely  these  are  most  important.  We  have  heard 
a  good  deal  of  recent  years  about  the  desirableness  of 
beauty  spots '  in  and  around  London  for  the  tired  eyes, 
and  brams,  and  limbs  of  our  toiling  millions,  and  I  take  it 
no  one  would  be  prepared  to  deny  that  the  beauties  of 
Hampton  Court  and  Richmond  Park,  and  Epping  Forest 
are  m  the  nature  of  real  practical  benefits  to  us  Londoners. 
Thus  iesthetic  objections  to  polluting  and  making  hideous 
a  glonous  chalk  stream  like  the  little  Wandle  may  be 
regarded  as  quite  practical  ones.  But  there  are  two  other 
sorts  of  objections  to  turning  our  streams  into  open  drains, 
rhe  first  is  that  by  so  doing  you  destroy  the  fish  and  fish- 
lag,;  and  the  second  is  that  you  will  in  all  human  pro- 
bability come  presently,  if  not  directly,  to  destroy  a  large 
number  of  people  into  the  bargain.  1  will  not  say  much 
about,  the  spoiling  of  the  fishing. 



":  Look  at  Dr.  R.  Bruce  Low's  report  to  the  Local 
■Government  Board  on  the  pollution  of  the  river  Dee  and 
its  tributary  streams,  dated  Jan.  9,  1890,  and  then  ask 
yourself  what  would  not  happen.  Look  particularly  at 
some;  of  the  pretty  pictures  illustrating  this  report,  and 
showing  how  simple  the  pollution  is,  but  do  not  look  at  all 
if  yo<have  made  up  your  mind  to  go  and  trout  fish  some- 
where there  during  low  water  next  summer.  When  Lord 
BeacoEstiejd  made  his  celebrated  '  Sanitas  sanitatum, 
omnia  sanitas  '  remark,  he  could  scarcely  have  been  aware 
of  the  state  of  many  of  our  alleged  pure  and  lovely  trout 
streams.  If  De  Quincey  had  seen  what  some  of  the 
inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  among  other 
inquirers,  have  seen,  and  which,  indeed,  almost  anyone 
with  eyes  to  see  and  nose  to  smell  may  be  conscious  of,  he 
would,  perhaps,  have  woven  the  same  with  effect  into  the 
story  of  those  terrible  opium  nightmares  of  his.  I  have 
no  doubt  there  are  people  prepared  to  assert  that  there  is 
really  next  to  no  danger  in  all  this  water-borne  sewage, 
provided  it  doesn't  pass  too  much  through  watercress- 
beds  and  the  like,  and  that  a  great  fuss  is  being  made 
about  very  little.  It  is  believed  that  the  ordinary  bacilli 
found  in  running  waters  are  inimical  to  the  typhoid  bacilli 
and  the  like,  and  eat  them  up.  This  might  be  argued  in 
favour  of  letting  things  be  as  they  are.  But,  unfortunately, 
it  is  also  believed  that,  though  the  ordinary  water  bacillus 
does  eat  up  the  dingerous  bacillus,  he  takes  some  time 
about  it,  and  meanwhile  the  mischief  may  be  done,  as  it 
was  done  at  Maidstone  and  at  King's  Lynn. 



"  In  the  case  of  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  rivers,  the  Local 
Government  Board  did  see  their  way  to  help  the  dis- 
tressed neighbourhoods  and  populations  concerned.  They 
authorised  the  formation  of  a  special  body  to  deal  with 
the  evil  of  pollution.  That  body  was  given  ample— some 
are  inclined  to  think  almost  excessive — powers,  and,  as 
a  result,  much  has  been  done  to  convert  those  open  drains 
into  rivers  once  again.  But  such  cases  are,  of  course, 
exceptional.  It  seems  to  me,"  continues  Mr.  Dewar, 
'that  what  is  wanted  is  some  definite  and  supreme 
authority  or  authorities  appertaining  to  a  Government 
department,  whose  sole  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  an  eagle 
eye  on  our  streams,  and  to  come  down  heavily  on  all  who 
defile  them.  We  shall,  by  and  by,  at  the  present  rate  of 
increase  in  the  population  and  in  the  growih  of  our  chief 
cities,  want  all  the  water  we  can  get  from  the  earth  to 
drink  of  and  lave  in.  The  water  companies  have  been 
busy  these  many  years  past  in  lowering  the  springs  of  the 
chalk  streams  of  Hertfordshire,  Kent,  and  other  counties. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  it  becomes  more  and  more 
necessary  to  preserve  the  quality  of  one  of  the  great 
necessaries  of  human  life.  So  the  angling  objections  to  the 


pollution  of  English  streams,  not  only  in  Surrey,  but  all 
over  the  country  more  or  less,  had  better  not  here  be 
considered.  I  will  leave  them  to  Mr.  Marston  and  the 
Fishing  Oazeffe." 

 >  ♦  »  ♦  <  

The  proposals  which  have  recently  been  put  forward  to 
introduce  salmon  into  the  Thames  have  brought  some 
pretty  strong  comments  from  the  Newcastle  Daily 
Chronicle  concerning  our  metropolitan  river.  In  an 
article  entitled  "  The  Thames  and  the  Tyne,"  the  two 
livers  are  compared,  and,  naturally,  the  comparison  is  not 
in  favour  of  the  south  country  stream.  No  names  are 
mentioned,  but  some  writers  on  the  salmon  question 
appear  to  have  aroused  the  ire  of  our  Tyneside  con- 
temporary for  having  "  besmirched  "  the  fair  fame  of  the 
river  of  which  all  Novocastrians  are  so  justifiably  proud 
and  by  having  hinted  at  the  possible  superiority  of  the 
Thames  as  a  salmon  river. 


But  it  is  somewhat  amusing  to  find  that  in  commenting 
on  the  "  slanderous  attitude  of  some  of  the  advocates  of  a 
salmon-bearing  Thames  towards  the  Tyne,"  the  writer  of 
the  article  has  done  towards  the  Thames  exactly  the  same 
thing  that  he  complains  of  others  doing  for  the  Tyne,  and 
has  been  almost  unjustifiably  severe  on  the  impure  state  of 
our  principal  river.  "  The  Thames  must  be  ten  or  twelve 
times  more  impure  than  the  Tyne  from  urban  pollution 
alone,  while  its  manufacturing  refuse  must  be  five  or  six 
times  as  great  as  in  the  case  of  the  Tyne."  How  he  gets 
at  these  figures  I  do  not  know  ;  but,  still,  as  he  is  good 
enough  to  admit  that  the  improvement  in  the  state  of  the 
Thames  has  been  "  almost  miraculous,"  there  is  still  some 
hope  for  us  poor  Southerners  that  in  the  no  very  distant 
future  we  may  attain  to  something  nearer  the  Newcastle 
standard  of  purity.  Whether,  however,  either  the  Thames 
or  the  Tyne  will  ever  be  sufficiently  clean  to  become 
salmon  rivers  is  another  question. 


OUR  F.  G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  1  (New  Series). 


MR.  ARTHUR  G.  LITCHFIELD. 

LiKEthe  poet,  a  good  fisherman  nasciturnon  fit,  and 
the  subject  of  this  memoir  is  essentially  one  of  those  in 
whom  the  love  of  fishing  was  born.  In  a  recent  intsrview 
he  says;  "I  commenced  fishing  at  an  early  age."  Of 
course  he  did,  and  those  who  have  the  good  fortune  to 
know  Arthur  Litchfield  can  hardly  imagine  him  taking  a 
holiday  unless  Tod  in  hand.  He  has  tried  sea  fishing  at 
Ilfracombe,  Hythe,  Folkestone,  Tenby,  Barmouth,  and 
other  places,  and  of  course  Deal,  and  at  the  last  place  his 
takes  of  fish  will  compare  favourably  with  most  of  those 
who  have  given  this  favourite  sea  angling  resort  a  trial. 
On  Nov.  30  last,  with  Cook,  his  favourite  boatman,  Mr. 
Litchfield  captured  140  fish  in  four  hours,  the  largest  a 
nice  cod  of  lOflb.,  the  balance— codling,  pouting,  whiting, 
and  other  fish,  the  whole  lot  being  taken  on  the  rod.  Like 
most  real  anglers,  Mr.  Litchfield  is  chary  of  "blowing," 
but  he  has  at  all  times  placed  the  valuable  experience  his 
years  of  angling  have  given  him  at  the  service  of 
his  brothers  of  the  craft.  One  of  the  most  valuable 
results  of  his  work  being  the  "Litchfield  Sea  Rod." 
Those  who  have  never  tried  this  useful  tool  cail 
hardly  appreciate  how  far  practical  experience  can  assist 
the  tyro.  Like  most  sea  anglers  his  first  year's  experience 
was  not  all_ honey  ;  three  broken  rods  and  the  loss  of  a  lot 
of  tackle  is  not  a  promising  commencement  ;  but  surely 
the  natal  day  of  our  friend  was  a  bad  day  for  sea  fish. 
How_  many  he  has  killed  it  is  impossible  to  say,  but 
certainly  he  has  done  his  best,  and  a  very  good  best, 
too,  to  thin  the  ranks  not  only  of  salt,  but  fresh  water 
fish  also.  And  those  who  want  a  good  lesson  in 
sea  angling  cannot  do  better,  if  they  get  the  chance,  than 
watch  Arthur  Litchfield's  methods  and  copy  his-  tackle, 
which  is  always  as  fine  as  possitle.  More  than  once  it  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  be  his  companion,  and  I  never 
want  a  better  on  a  fishing  excursion,  because,  behind  the 
store  of  fishing  experience,  Mr.  Litchfield  has  a  dry 
humour  which  is  of  much  assistance  in  passing  away  the 
time  when  the  fish  won't  bite,  and  they  won't  always,  as 
every  good  angler  knows.  Mr.  Litchfield  is  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  popular  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  at 


Deal,  and  I  can  only  hope  that  on  my  next  visit  it  will  be 
my  good  fortune,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  to  have  the 
benefit  of  his  genial  companionship  and  valuable  ex- 
periences. 


Same  to  you!  Many  of  them  !  "  Nevermind  about 
the  last— t;he  New  Year  is  the  one  to  look  to.  I  am  not 
about  to  inflict  a  sermon  upon  you  as  to  what  to  eat, 
dnnk,  and  avoid.  Go  fishing  !  Who  cares  about  the 
largest  pike  and  the  smallest  roach  taken  in  1897  ?  Who 
will  have  the  largest  fish  in  1898  ?— that  is  the  question, 
lurn  out  all  your  old  stock,  and  get  neiv—ii  you  can 
Forgive  all  your  enemies— should  you  have  any— that  is 
it  you  omitted  to  do  so  at  Christmas.  Don't  send  long 
letters  of  complaint  to  the  Editor  that  your  reports  have 
not  been  given  in  their  entirety— that  they  have  been 
tampered  with— and  that  after  someone  had  had  a  "  go  " 
their  own  mother  would  not  know  them.  If  the  Editor 
was  not  a  patient  angler  "  someone  "  would  be  guillotined 
tor  sure ! 


Let  us  all  start  fair  on  this  first  day  of  January,  1898. 
ihe  Fishing  Gazette  will  come  of  age  on  April  26,  1898— 
twenty-f  ne  years  old  !  Who  knows  but  the  editor  may 
print  an  indiarubber  paper  !  Then  it  would  be  possible  to 
insert  everything  that  everybody  sent  without  fear  and 
treinbling.  Long-winded  am  I?  Very  well  then;  to 
business.    Case  in  point. 

"  Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  insert  in  your  valuable 
paper  the  enclosed  report  of  the  state  of  the  rivers  of 
England  and  Ireland,  as  I  live  on  the  spot,  and  can 
vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  everything  therein  con- 
j  I,  There  is  one  little  incident  which  you  will 
no  doubt  read  with  pleasure— it  certainly  was  very 
tunny,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  myself  as 
explicit  as  possible.  I  wish  you  a  "  Merry  Christmas 
and  a  Happy  New  Year  !  "  Then  follows  the  brief 
report : 

Ouse,  Thames,  Cam,  Trent,  and  Tyne.— 

These  rivers  are  (some  of  them)  running  low  and 
clear,  but  no  doubt— if  we  have  any  rain— they  will 
increase  in  volume.    Should  the  water  become  a  little 
more  coloured,  and  the  weather  a  little  warmer— sup- 
posing the  floating  leaf  nuisance  has  somewhat  abated, 
worms  or  maggots  may  be  successfully  tried  for  any- 
thing you  can  get.    Although  anglers  have  been  out  in 
abundance  nothing  of  great  moment  has  come  to  hand. 
Very  enjoyable  sport  has  been  experienced  amongst 
those  who  have  frequented  the  various  roaching 
quarters— and  all  the  best  "swims"  from  Marlow 
down  as  far  as  the  tidal  limit  have  been  patronised 
lately  by  those  who  find  their  pleasure  bound  up  in 
roach  fishing.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  day  like 
last  Monday  week  taxed  the  patience  of  many, 
on  account  of  the  clearness  of  the  water  as  well 
as  the  atmosphere.    Yet,  despite  these  drawbacks,  the 
adherents  to  what  is  known  as  "  fine  and  far  off" 
angling,  found  their  reward  in  some  fine  baskets  cf 
fish.    It  often  happens  that  whilst  in  the  midst  of 
their  success  a  hungry  pike  puts  in  an  appearance 
and  spoils  the  roach  fisherman's  sport  by  squandering 
the  fish  which  have  cost  him  so  much  time  and  patience 
in  getting  together.  An  incident  of  this  kind  happened 
the  other  day  in  the  Ouse,  where  a  pike,  after  boldly 
coming  twice  at  the  roach  which  was  being  played-  by  , 
the  angler,  succeeded  at  the  third  effort  in  fastening 
his  teeth  m  the  body  of  a  4oz,  fish,  to  which  he  held  ; 
on  firmly.     The  assistance  of  another  angler  was 
called    to    the  scene,    when   they  both  crouched 
down,  and,  after  a  few    moments  of  ibreathless  ' 
suspense,  the  pike  was  slowly  and  carefully  steered 
into  the  meshes  of  the  landing-net,  and  before  his 
pikeship  could  realise  his  danger,  paid  the  penalty  of 
hi3  temerity  by  finding  himself  quickly  stranded  high  ■ 
and  dry  in  the  field  behind  the  anglers.    It  is  not  an 
unusual  experience  in  roach  fishing  to  have  a  pike  come 
and  seize  the  fish  you  have  hooked  in  this  manner,  but  it 
may  be  counted  as  very  unusual  to  successfully  cope 
with   an  intruder    of  this  kind,  and  safely  land 
two  fish,  weighing  together  3 jib.,  by  the  aid  of  such 
slender  tackle.    This  must  be  one  of  the  anghng  feats 
we  so  often  hear  about  but  so  seldom  see,  and  I  need 
hardly  say  that,  after  wiping  away  some  perspiration, 
these  anglers  well  merited  the  swig  from  the  tea 
bottle,  and  the  pipe  of  'bacca  which  followed.  I 
understand  the  fish  is  being  set  up  by  the  taxidermist 
-MuLTUM  IN  Parvo. 


After  wiping  off  the  superfluous  moisture  from  my 
brow,  I  suppose  the  "  information  "  is  to  the  effect  that 
certain  rivers  are  all  right--and  others  all  wrong.  Very 
likely  this  report — sent  by  another  reporter— would  read 
something  like  this : 

Thames  (Woolwich).  —  The  river  is  not  par- 
ticularly clear  just  now,  but  roach  should  be  obtain- 
able by  those  who  have  the  patience  to  wait  for 
them.  The  pier  is  the  best  spot  now  that  the  boats 
have  done  running  for  the  season.  One  enthusiast 
had  a  4oz.  roach  on  fine,  bnt  running  tackle.  A 
3Jlb.  pike  seized  it,  and  both  fish  were  safely  landed. 
— I.  C.  U. 


All  a  blowin'  and  a  growin'  has  been  the  weather 
report  _  this  last  week.  The  wind  certainly  has  been  a 
blowin  ,  and,  encouraged  by  the  high  thermometer, 
vegetation  has  actually  been  showing  renewed  signs  of  life. 
The  storms  have  been  felt  most  severely  at  our  seaside 
towns,  and  very  heavy  seas,  which  rendered  sea  fishing 
impossible,  are  reported  all  round  the  coast.  At  Sand gate 
a  large  fish,  17ft.  long,  believed  to  be  a  "grampus," 
whatever  that  may  be,  has  been  washed  ashore  opposite 
the  parade.  Dragnet. 
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i^otes  from  ti^t  ^oxif^. 

The  Moray  Firth  fishermen  are  in  a  sad  pickle.  They 
look  upon  the  Firth  as  their  own  preserve.  This  is 
natural.  They  have  befn  reared  on  its  wave,  and  are 
jealous  of  intruders  into  their  homestead.  The  Firth  has 
been  closr d  to  Scotch  trawlers  for  some  years  now,  but 
late'y  a  vas';  fleet  of  foreigners  have  found  its  ferti  e  waters 
a  very  profitable  p'ace  t  >  cast  their  net  in,  and  now,  without 
let  or  hindrance,  they  are  making  the  most  of  their 
oppoi'tunity,  and  scouriag  the  battom  everywhere. 
Hitherto  the  line  fisherman's  plant  has  been  respected, 
but  the  foreign  trawler  cares  not  a  jot  for  lines,  lights,  or 
buoys,  and  ploughs  along  at  his  own  sweet  will,  makiog  off 
to  continental  markets  when  he  has  filled  his  hold. 
Surely  there  are  plenty  of  gunboats  lying  uncommissioned 
insorae,  if  n  jt  all,  of  the  numerous  dockyards  which  might 
police  the  Moray  Firth  and  east  coast  generally,  and  so 
h«lp  to  keep  the  peace.  If  not,  there  will  be  broken 
heads  soon,  and  then  gunboats  will  swarm  north  by  the 
round  score.  Foreigners  may  legally  take  the  fish  ;  but  it 
is  not  in  human  nature  to  stand  by  calmly  and  see  them 
tear  up  the  lines,  their  only  means  of  livelihocd  the 
fisherman  have,  and  keep  their  hands  in  their  breeches 
pockets.  These  Moray  Firth  and  Lewis  fisher  lads  have 
to )  much  highland  blood  in  them  to  submit  to  insult  added 
ta  injury. 

A  rare  case  of  illegal  angling  was  tried  last  week  in  the 
Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court.  Two  Huntly  merchants,  keen 
disciples  of  Old  Isaac,  took  it  into  their  foolish  heads  to 
wander  off  the  free  waters  on  the  Deveron,  in  the  parish 
(f  Huntly,  and  into  the  tempting  waters  of  Saint  Ann's 
Pool,  in  the  parish  of  Glass,  towards  the  close  of  the  back- 
end.  Hitherto  the  keepers  had  winked  at  the  trans- 
grestim,  no  doubt  being  assisted  by  a  hearty  passport 
from  the  flask.  But  on  one  evil  day  "  Grahame's  Sprcial" 
would  not  work  the  usual  oracle — the  laird  himselt  came 
on  the  scene,  and  the  game  was  all  up.  Everything  was 
tried  tj  keep  the  case  out  of  court,  but  of  no  avail.  Mr. 
Stephenson  was  determined  to  make  an  example,  and  as 
his  lordship  had  no  alternative  but  to  convict,  each  of 
the  accused  was  fined  the  modest  sum  of  IO3.,  with  lis.  6d. 
of  expenses. 

No  doubt  Deveron  anglers  will  in  future  fight  shy  of  her 
saintship's  pool  in  the  parish  of  Glass  ;  but  this  is  not  the 
only  result  of  the  prosecution.  For  many  years  back  the 
adjoining  waters  at  Huntly  have  been  set  free  by  his  grace 
the  Duke  <  f  Eiohmond  and  Gordon  to  all  who  chose  to 
angle  on  them,  bith  for  salmon  and  trout;  and  this 
unspeakable  boon,  hitherto  so  lightly  regarded  by  those 
most  i-nmediately  concerned,  will  now  be  much  more 
highly  prized  in  something  like  its  tru3  light. 


In  the  Abardeen  Sheriff  Court  a  travelling  grocer  was 
up  for  infringing  the  Game  Acts  applicable  to  public 
carriers,  ia  being  in  possession  of  three  boxes,  containing 
twenty  hares  and  thirty  rabbits,  said  to  be  the  produce  of 
a  gang  of  poachers.  On  a  loophole  hi  escaped  being  con- 
victed, some  farmers  coming  forward  in  writing  as.  in  the 
haVit  of  COT. signing- groixnd  game  to  parties  in  Aberdeen 
Without  these  agents  thus  abusing  their  public  trust 
poachers  could  not  live.  Caj  rlers  and  game  dealers  who 
traffic  in  poached  game,  salmon,  &c.,  !  rj  worse  than  the 
po  r  wretches  who  risk  their  freedom  in  taking  it,  and  the 
pity  is  that  the  law  is  so  often  on  their  side  as  to  enable 
them  to  escape  its  clutches  and  just  penalties.  There  is 
sad  need  for  strict  amendment. 

As  an  instince  of  the  abuse  of  the  licnce  by  a  public 
carrier  who  '  raads  on  Donside,  I  know  for  a  fdCG  that  one 
morning  during  L  s",  fall  he  had  no  less  than  sixty  salmon, 
the  produce  of  several  gangs  of  pDaebers,  but  all  got  the 
previous  night  from  the  Don,  iu  the  bottom  of  his  cart, 
bent  ath  tbe  otherwise  innocent  country  merchants' 
miscellaneous  "returned  empties."  It  is  not  my  business 
to  go  prying  or  to  invent  cases,  and  I  have  every  respect 
for  my  informant  concerning  the  above  facts,  that  they 
are  true  in  every  detail,  let  the  police  and  bailiffs  scoff  at 
it  as  they  like  ;  and,  moreover,  that  the  bulk  of  the  con- 
signments were  in  the  course  of  the  day  delivered  to  two 
highly  respected  fish  merchants  ! 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Koyal  Society  of  Edinburgh  last 
Monday,  Dr.  Noel  Paten  made  a  communication  on  the 
life  history  of  the  salmon  in  fresh  water.  The  obj.  ct  of 
the  investigations,  which  were  made  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  was  to  answer  the  much  debated  question  :  Do 
salmon  feed  in  fresh  water  ?  As  well  as  to  endeavour  to 
throw  some  light  on  the  migrations  of  salmon  from  sea  to 
rirar  and  from  river  to  sea. 

Fish  from  the  Helirsiale,  Dee,  and  Spey  had  been 
examined,  and  it  was  found  that  there  was  very  little 
absorption  in  the  upper  waters,  the  results  telling  strongly 
against  the  view  that  salmon  feed  in  fresh  water.  The 
inctciry  seemed  to  show  that  the  fish  even  ceased  feeding 
when  they  came  to  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

As  regards  migration  it  was  simply  this  :  that  the  fish 
went  down  to  the  sea,  laid  on  as  much  fat  as  possible,  and 
then  returned,  degenerating  till  it  became  a  kelt.  Dr. 
John  Murray  spoke  in  commendatory  terms  of  the  investi- 
gations, which,  however,  have  revealed  nothing  new,  only 
confirming  previously  accepted  theories.  Dr.  Noel  Paton 
paid  a  very  high  tribute  to  the  late  Sir  James  Maitland  for 
our  present  knowledge  regarding  the  processes  of  repro- 
duction and  development  of  the  salmon,  which  prior  to  his 
investigations  were  mere  matters  of  speculation. 


Whilers  are  at  a  discount.  Two — the  Efiquimii u.i;  and 
the  Terra  Nova — were  offered  for  sale  in  Dundee  last 
week,  but  ffiiled  to  find  purchasers.  £9000  was  asked  for 
the  Terra  Nova,  the  finest  vessel  of  its  kind,  but  only  one 
offerer  made  a  bid  of  £5000,  which,  however,  was  not 
accepted.  Speci.4l  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  large  St.  Paul's  Society  have  every 
reason  to  be  proud  of  the  way  in  which  their  society  has 
been  managed  during  the  year,  and  of  the  sound  position 
they  are  at  the  present  time  placed  in.    This  is  in  no 
small  measure  due  to  Mr.  James  Hughes  and  to  Mr. 
George  Tabberner,  their  able  secretary,  who  is  always  to 
be  found  at  his  post,  working  hard  for  the  interest  of  the 
members  and  the  club  at  large.    The  club  have  had  two 
large  contssts  for  a  large  number  of  grand  prizes,  pur- 
chased partly  from  the  funds  of  the  society,  which  has  not 
only  been  the  means  of  giving  the  greatest  satisfaction  to 
all  concerned,  but  has  been  the  means  of  inducing  a  large 
number  of  new  members  to  join  the  club,  which  at  present 
is  a  little  over  150  strong,  and,  according  to  what  I  hear, 
this  number  will  be  considerably  augmented  during  the 
coming  year.    The  room  where  they  hold  their  meetings  at 
is  one  of  the  best  for  size  and  accommodation  in  the  city. 
The  club  do  not  rent  water,  as  they  have  not  been  success- 
ful in  renting  a  stretch  suitable  for  so  large  a  number  of 
members,  but  devote  a  large  portion  of  their  moneys  to 
fishing  purposes  in  other  directions.    One  great  feature 
with  this  club  is,  that  after  the  books  are  closed,  the 
members  go  in  for  harmony,  which,  judging  from  the 
number  of  members  that  attend  the  club,  shows  that 
a  great  interest  is  taken  in  this  portion  of  the  club's  pro- 
ceedings.   The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  last 
week,  when  the  following  chief  officers  were  appointed  : 
President,  TV.  Butter,  Esq. ;  vice-president,  Mr.  Cash- 
more  ;  and  secretary,  Mr.  G.  Tabberner.    This  club  held 
their  annual  ball  on  Monday  evening  last,  and  turned  out  a 
grand  success.  The  profits  will  go  to  augment  the  prize  fund. 
The  Corporation  of  the    City    of    Birmingham  have 
intimated  that  they  are  open  to  accapt  subscribers 
to  their  water.     The  prices  of  the    tickets    are  as 
follows  :  For  the  Whitaore  and  Shustoke  Reservoirs  and 
the  adjacent  streams,  five  guineas  ;  the  Middle  Witton 
Reservoir,  one  guinea  each ;  the  Perry  Reservoir,  one 
guinea ;  Plant's  Brook  and  Reservoir,  one  guinea ;  and 
the  Aston  Reservoir  at  Is.  per  day.    The  latter  reservoir 
is  coarse  fishing  only.    Fifteen  tickets  only  are  issued  for 
one  day,  and  the  close  time,  is  strictly  observed.  The 
Shustoke  water  is  for  trout  fishing  only.    One  rod  only 
allowed  on  the  whole  of  the  waters.    Applications  for 
tickets  are  to  be  made  to  Mr.  B.  A.  Lees  (eecretiry  to  the 
Water  Department),  41,  Broad-street,  Birmingham.  I 
may  say  that  these  waters  have  given  the  satisfaction  to 
the  subscribers  as  was  expected  ;  but  I  wish  to  say  that  no 
better  stocked  water  is  to  be  found  in  the  Midlands,  and 
all  that  is  required  is  a  little  more  skill  on  the  part  of  the 
anglers  to  bring  about  better  takes  m  the  coming  year. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  new  Lamp  Society  was  a  great 
success  for  such  a  newly  formed  society,  as  during  the  past 
twelve  months  something  like  £100  had  been  paid  in  by 
the  members,  and  every  satisfaction  was  expressed  by  the 
meinbers  at  the  way  the  business  of  the  society  had  been 
carried  out.    The  election  of  the  chief  officers  remained 
unchanged,  and  Mr.  A.  Bourne  still  remains  president, 
and  Mr.  Cartland  vice,  with  Mr.  Page  as  secretary.  The 
prosecution  instituted  by  the  Birmingham  Heath  Society 
against  certain  individuals  for  netting  their  club  water, 
the  river  Anker,  at  Amington,  came  off  at  Tarn  worth  last 
week,  when  the  three  defendants  were  fined  20s.  and  costs. 
This  will  deter  others  from  taking  any  liberties  with  this 
water  in  the  future  I  hope. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 

Ccmtrary  to  all  expectations  angling  has  been  possible 
this  week,  and  good  sport  has  been  furnished.  It  was 
almost  any  odds  that  the  frost  would  interfere  with 
operations  during  the  holidays,  in  fact,  most  of  tlie  fen  waters 
were  icebound  on  Christmas  Day,  and  skating  was  freely 
irdulgedin.  The  sudden  and  unexpected  thaw,  however, 
on  Sunday  entirely  dissipated  the  hopes  which  had  been 
fostered  for  a  skate  on  Boxing  Day,  and  angling  was  not 
only  possible  but  enjoyable.  Extremely  mild  weather 
supervened,  and  roach  fishermen  were  out  in  good  force. 
The  Glen,  as  usual,  has  yielded  some  particularly  good 
sport  in  this  respect,  and  individual  rods  have  accounted  for 
bags  weighing  from  141b.  to  201b.  apiece.  On  those  waters 
where  the  weeds  obstructed  the  efforts  of  pike  fishermen 
the  frost  has  had  a  beneficial  effect,  inasmuch  as  it  has 
killed  a  good  deal  of  this  aquatic  vegetation,  and  trolling 
is  not  hampered  to  such  an  annoying  extent.  The  Wit  ham , 
Welland,  and  Forty-foot,  have  been  well  patronised,  and 
as  the  fish  have  been  fairly  active,  satisfactory  sport  has 
resulted.  The  weather  continues  extremely  mild,  and  is 
more  characteristic  of  spiingthanof  mid-wintsr.  Under 
these  conditions  anglers  should  continue  to  have  a 
flourishing  time. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  week  or  so  our  local  waters  have  been 
in  first  class  condition  for  either  pike  or  roach  fishing, 
espesiaUy  the  upper  stretches  of  the  river  Hull,  and  from 
wnich  several  good  specimen  fish  of  the  latter  species  have 
b3en  shown  at  the  different  clubhouses  in  the  city,  where 
weekly  prizes  are  offered  to  encourage  anglers  to  fish  for 
specimen  fish  in  preference  to  the  "  small  fry  "  that  were 
at  one  time  so  ruthlessly  taken  ;  and  in  the  roach  class 
Mr.  W.  J.  Barker,  of  the  North  Myton  Angling  Society, 


has  recently  figured  well,  showing  five  fish  that  weighed 
in  the  aggregate  51b.  l|oz.,  tbe  two  heaviest  scaling 
lib.  OJoz.  and  lib.  ."ioz.  respectively.    Mr.  A.  Marshall,  of 
tbe  Victoria  A.S.,  has  also  shown  re a-,h  up  to  lib.  4oz. 
and  dace  up  to  iS|oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Turner  has  also  had  a  roach 
of  lib.  4cz  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Turner,  one  of  lib.;  and  from 
the  Wawne  and  Cioey  district  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  has  had 
roach  from  9oz  to  12foz.  and  dace  of  7Joz.,  taken  with 
paste.    The  worm  fishers  are  also  taking  a  few  floundera 
at  Gibraltar  and  Pumping  Station,  Tbe  Market  Weighton 
Caral  has  provided  the  troUer  with  a  little  sport  among 
pike,  which  have  been  tiken  up  to  51b.  each.    The  river 
Ludd  is  a's  >  in  good  condition  for  pike  fishing,  and  the 
stretch  between  Thoresby  Bridge  and  Firebsacon  is  well 
worthy  ef  a  visit,  and  a  few  good  roac'a  could  no  doubt  be 
found  in  the  deep  waters,  under  shelving  banks,  in  the 
stretch  from  the  bridge  down  to  the  look,  with  the  red 
worm  that  is  found  among  dead  leaves,  and  those  with  a 
band  or  knot  round  tbem,  teing  the  toaghsst  and  brightest, 
are  greedily  taken  at  this  time  of  the  year  in  this  river, 
using  a  little  "scalded"  bran  as  a  "draw."    The  club 
dinners  and  other  functions  continue  also  to  be  a  grext 
"  draw  "  with  the  anglers  in  tliis  city,  for  duiing  the  past 
week  several  more  have  teen  hold,  and  on  Monday 
evening  the  River  Hull  A.S.  hold  a  speciil  meeting  at  the 
White  Horse  Hotel,  to  arrange  for  their  annual  spread. 
On  Jan.  11  the  Marlborough  Anglin.;  Society  dine  togelh.-r 
at  the  Marrow  Bone  and  Cleaver,  in  Fetter-lane ;  and  on 
the  loth  instant  the  Central  Hull  and  the  Xavigition 
Angling  Societies  have  arranged  to  hold  their  annual 
dinner  conjointly,  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  Carr-lane  ; 
and  as  these  are  two  very  prominent  clubs  in  the  ci'-y,  no 
doubt  the  affair  will  aisume  the  dimensions  of  a  large 
banquet,  and  be  of  special  interest  1 0  the  angling  com- 
niunity,  for  it  is  proposed  to  present  the  annual  prizes 
given  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Hall  Neir^  on  this 
particular  occasion.    The  ant,ual  general  meeting  for  the 
election  of  oflicers  for  the  ensuing  season  of  the  Hull 
Angling  and  Preservation  Society,  will  beheld  on  Tursday 
evening  next,  at  the  White  He  rse  Hotel ;  and  on  Wednes- 
day evening  the  first  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  Amal- 
gamation will  be  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  chair  to  be 
taken  at  8  p.m.     The  Waltonian  Angling  Society  held 
their  annual  prize  presentation  meeting  at  the  Bangor 
Castle,  and  at  which  it  was  stated  that  the  members  at 
the  four  club  matches  of  tbe  past  season  had  weighed  in, 
for  the  aggregate  prizes,  1241b.  2oz.,  Mr.  James  Clark 
securing  the  top  prize  with  321b.  ojoz,,  having  weighed-in 
no  less  than  2()lb.  at  one  single  match.    This  successful 
angler  was  also  awarded  the  club's  gold  medal  for  most 
points,  and  a  special  prize  of  a  rod  for  the  heaviest  bream, 
which  scaled  31b.  2oz.     Mr.  T.  Smith  took  the  second 
aggregate  prize. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

We  would  not  for  one  moment  forget  the  pleasure  we 
have  in  wishing  the  Fishing  Gazette  every  prosperity  in 
1898.  With  the  new  yeir  we  shaU  look  with  interest  to 
the  issiie  of  our  ne  .v  travelling  cards,  and  wonder  to  what 
dimensions  they  have  atta'ned,  for  since  they  were  last 
issued  very  mjiny  additional  fares  have  been  granted. 
Last  year  (189")  saw  the  establishment  of  a  new  organisa- 
tion in  this  county,  with  nominal  headquarters  in 
Manchester,  and  iu  one  short  y;ar  it  has  jumped  to  the 
front  rank.  Perhaps  never  has  a  new  association  made 
such  rapid  strides  in  the  objects  for  which  it  was  founded. 
It  has  a  good  roll-call,  and  can  already  ba  congratulate! 
on  progress  of  a  soand  character.  Oce  of  its  most 
acceptable  successes  is  that  of  acquiring  waters  upon  which 
to  bestow  its  efforts  in  stocking  for  the  benefit  of  the 
members.  Another  fea'ure  is  the  democratic  tone  of 
management.  There  is  no  cave  or  claque,  and  no  soloist 
or  star  aitist  to  monopolise  the  credit ;  all  appear  to  be 
working  harmoniously  together  for  the  gcod  of  all. 
During  the  past  year  several  clubs  have  become  defunct, 
but  new  ones  have  taken  their  places.  All  the  very  be.-t 
clubs  remain,  and  those  caiiig  to  exist  were  mostly 
"house  clubs,"  ostensibly  fishing  clubs,  but  only  so  iu 
name.  The  challenge  shield,  located  at  the  Bath  Hotel, 
Wigan,  has  received  a  lot  of  attention  during  the  holidays, 
one  and  all  admirmg  its  beauties,  which  certainly  reflects 
the  greatest  credit,  both  on  the  designer  and  maker.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  our  Wigan  friends  will  succeed  in 
getting  the  nccessaiy  funds  for  the  Bradshaw  memorial. 


FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  weather  epened  .'p'endidly  for  the  holidays — fine, 
clear,  and  sharp,  ljut  it  ehangi  d  round  all  too  cxuickly  to  a 
damp  and  cold,  raw  atmosphere.  W^hilst  the  frost  held 
good,  Mr.  Manship  had  a  splendid  take  of  chub  "  up  the 
brook,"  Narborough  way,  the  lot  going  about  251b.  From 
the  same  waters,  J.  Hobls.  W.  Smith,  and  Turner  had  a 
very  good  lot  of  chub,  aLd  a  brace  of  small  jick  helped  to 
swell  the  takes  dimensions.  The  Leicester  preserves  have 
yielded  smajl  luts  of  raach,  dace,  and  chub,  0.  Collins  and 
J.  Freer  being  to  the  fore  with  10 ich.  Lower  down  the 
river  G.  Freeman  had  a  nice  brace  of  pike.  Mr.  M.  Cane, 
mine  host  of  the  Maltsters'  AC,  entertained  the  fishing 
club  and  numerous  friends  to  a  capital  spread  on  Wednes- 
day evening  Ja.-t.  Out  at  Welford,  A.  Pylott,  W.  Manship, 
and  .1.  Evans  had  a  good  sample  of  roach.  Atthe. lolly 
Argleis'  Cli.b,  J.  Cave.  H.  Lang,  and  Mr.  Townsend 
weighed-in  perch;  .1.  Hobbs,  a  chub,  21b.  14oz. ;  and 
Ludlam,  a  roach,  lib.  2^0/..  H.  Gaskand  A.  Dickeis 
weighed-in  roach  at  the  Dolphin  .\.C.  M  V\  igston,  G.  Gaak 
and  H.  Gask  had  dace  and  pike,  the  latter  having  a  brace 
about  91b. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Tery  rttle  else  than  festivity  is  reported,  and  even  that 
has  bee  a  somewhat  curtailed  by  reason  cf  the  prevailing 
dijtress,  consequent  on  the  dejl arable  lock-out  in  the 
engineering  trades.  The  Buckland  Anglers  held  their 
annual  dinner  oil  the  22nd  nit.,  at  headquarters,  the  Queen 
Adelaide,  Ardwick,  and  was  in  every  sense  a  success.  The 
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good  and  substantial  repast  was  served  with  traditional 
excellence,  and  the  rest  of  the  evening  spant  in  the  usual 
manner  amongst  anglers,  viz.,  harmony  and  creature 
comforts.  Messrs.  C.  Henshall,  Longman,  S.  Lord, 
W.  Bibby,  J.  H.  Lawton,  and  Bibby  contributed  to 
the  vccil,  and  Messrs.  W.  Johnson  and  W.  Bibby  to  the 
instrumental  programme  of  mneic.  Mr.  Henshall  read  a 
humorous  account  of  a  "  Yorkshire  Gudgeon  Match,"  and 
all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell  until  the  inevitable 
hour.  It  is  to  hoped  that  the  "  thick  fog  "  experienced  by 
one  member  in  Yorkshire,  did  not  trouble  him  on  his 
homeward  march,  and  that  the  "lurry"  Open shaw  way 
had  comfortable  springs.  Beyond  a  few  grayling  and 
moderate  sized  jack,  nothing  is  heard  of  as  beirg  taken 
during  the  Christmas  holidays.  We  hear  of  one  party, 
away  on  Bank  Holiday  piking,  who  found  some  2in.  of  ice 
effectually  protecting  the  fish  from  temptation.  The 
promised  lecture  to  anglers  and  friends  in  this  cityisbeicg 
looked  forward  to  with  pleasure.  These  events  are  all  too 
few  if  we  consider  their  utility  ;  they  answer  several 
purposes,  being  of  an  educational,  social,  and  elevating 
character,  and  at  the  fame  time  assist  in  federating  and 
organising  cur  forces.  As  we  are  now  pract'cally  a  united 
family  in  Manchester,  the  coming  year  is  expected  to  be  a 
very  comfortable  and  successful  one.    So  mote  it  be. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

There  was  no  sport  to  be  had  during  the  holidays,  all  the 
broads  being  frozen  over.  Even  Wroxham  Broad  was 
covered  with  ice.  One  or  two  parties  tried  the 
smaller  rivers  near  Norwich,  but  \vith  moderate  success, 
the  best  catch  being  five  fish,  all  small.  The  frost  has  all 
gone  again  now,  and  in  its  place  we  are  having  some 
amount  of  wet,  which  will  spoil  the  fishing  on  the 
shallower  water  for  a  few  days. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Our  Christmas  holiday  anglers  had  an  extremely  rough 
time.  A  crisp  and  eeasonable  frost  was  followed  by  a 
veritable  gale  of  wind,  which  upset  arrangements  in  a 
most  unceremonious  manner.  Many  pike  rods  were  at 
work  on  ihe  King's  Mills  section  on  Bank  Holiday,  and 
most  of  the  holders  succeeded  in  running  fish,  though  none 
exceeded  5Jlb.  apiece.  Mr.  H.  Aston  and  his  son  took 
four,  and  six  or  seven  were  got  by  Mr.  E.  Peat,  who 
only  retained  the  best  specimens.  Few  coarse  fish 
were  creeled,  the  wind  seriously  militating  against 
floating  properly.  Members  of  the  Wellington  Society 
were  out  at  Shardlow,  and  I  hear  that  the  most 
expert  of  the  number  secured,  with  the  worm, 
some  large  and  handsome  roach.  These  fish  are  now 
thickening  out,  and  they  show  more  resolution  when 
hooked  either  in  the  "slacks"  or  in  the  streams.  At 
Clifcon  Mr.  H.  Brigss  has  been  to  the  fore  amongst  roach, 
and  roach  and  chub  have  been  bagged  from  the  osier  led 
above  the  brook.  Two  or  thre )  large  salmon  have 
ascended  Caythoipe  Dyke  for  the  purpose  of  spawning. 
A  spent  fish  was  taken  out  of  the  tiver  at  King's  Mills  on 
Bank  Holiday,  and  was  returned  after  a  careful  examina- 
tion had  been  made  of  his  gills  and  mouth.  We  usually 
have  spent  or  "  lipped  "  fish  in  the  river  at  this  period  of 
the  year.  Some  get  back  to  the  sea;  others  die.  The 
wind  was  mr  le  violent  than  ever  on  Wednesday,  and,  as 
rain  accompanied  it,  we  may  have  a  change  in  the  height 
of  the  river. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  fine  open  weather  which  characterised  the 
Christmas  holidays,  and  lasted  over  Boxing  Day,  was 
taken  full  advantage  of  by  enthusiastic  Shefiield  anglers, 
and  in  the  main  fairly  good  sport  has  been  obtained.  Of 
course,  theie  weie  anglers  cut  during  the  week,  but  the 
break  up  in  the  wtather  and  the  great  variableness  was 
very  disheaiteiing.  The  Trent,  which  is  the  favourite 
fishing  ground  for  local  anglers  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
was  flooded  a  little  over  a  week  ago  in  consequence  of  the 
heavy  rains,  but  settled  down  steadily,  and  at  Christmas 
the  river  was  in  excellent  condition  for  roach  fishing.  In 
the  well  known  poitions  of  the  river  some  good  sport  fell 
to  the  lot  of  Sheffield  anglers,  very  nice  fish  falling 
victims  to  cocktpurs  and  brandlings.  Maggots  also 
proved  most  seiviceab'e  in  some  otses.  The  best 
catches  were  made  in  the  swims  near  Torksey 
aLd  Raneham,  the  heavy  fish  beicg  grassed  from  the 
l:a.:kwater3.  On  account  of  draining  the  land  the  Witham 
has  been  run  very  low,  and  in  some  instances  fishing  was 
much  spoiled.  There  was  moderate  sport  among  the 
roach  at  Bardcey.  PrscticalJy  no  pike  fishiEg  was  done. 
The  HoiLcastle  Ciinal  was  well  patronised,  and  provided  a 
very  fair  quantity  of  reach.  In  the  Wye  and  Derwent 
skilled  ang  ers,  with  some  knowledge  of  the  waters,  have 
been  ab  e  to  successfully  lure  grayling  from  their  home, 
and  the  private  waters  have  >ielded  some  nice  fish. 
Roach  anglers  near  Ambergate  have  not  had  much  cause 
for  complaint,  and  in  the  ponds  several  heavy  pike  fell 
victims  to  live  bait.  Prospects  at  present  are  not  very 
promising. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  not  had  a  very  pleasant  time  of  it  this  Christ- 
mas. Christmas  Day  was  beautifully  fine,  and  Sunday  morn- 
ing, with  its  sharp  frost,  tempted  many  of  ourfisheimen  to 
seek  the  waterside,  and  a  few  good  pike  and  a  lot  of  fine 
roichacd  chub  were  taken;  but  a  thaw  set  in,  and  on 
Monday  the  weather  was  wet  and  miserable,  and  not  many 
rods  were  out,  and  but  few  fish  taken.  Tuesday,  again, 
WS8  beautifully  fine  and  springlike,  and  good  sport  was  had 
ill  the  Severn  and  Avon  ;  but  in  the  Teme  sport  was  very 
T)oor,  the  fish  chiefly  taken  being  chub.  To-day 
(  Vednesday)  it  has  been  raining  the  whole  of  the  day,  and 
1  fear  the  year  will  finish  badly  for  the  angler,  but  its  days 
are  numbfr.d,  and  I  trust  1898  will  bring  my  brother 
anglers  more  sport,  aLd  to  you,  Mr.  Editor,  every 
happiness,  and  increasing  success  to  the  Fishing  Oazette. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  changeable  character  of  the  weather  has  given 
variety  to  anglers'  hours  of  pleasure,  and  has  also, 
unfortunately,  disappointed  their  expectations  from  time 
to  time.  What  the  frost  achieved,  the  return  to  mild 
weather,  vrith  recurring  winds  and  flooded  streams,  has 
largely  undone.  If  the  perturbed  atmospherical  con- 
ditions only  gave  place  to  a  placid  state  of  things  with 
some  degree  of  continuity,  angling,  in  common  with 
agricultural  and  other  prospects,  must  improve.  There 
are  satisfactory  reports  from  most  rivers  as  to  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  fish  with  which  they  are  stocked. 
In  the  Ure,  pike  are  plentiful,  and  have  been  feeding 
voraciously,  and  a  short  while  since  one  gentleman 
caught  ten  in  two  short  evenings.  Under  more  favourable 
circumstances  than  have  existed  since,  with  fine  open 
weather  and  continual  freshes,  grayling  and  all  kinds  of 
scale  fish  supplied  excellent  baskets  along  the  banks  of 
the  Codbeck  and  the  Swale.  The  fish,  and  especially 
grayling,  are  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  next  spring 
trout  iu  the  Codbeck,  north  of  Thirsk,  are  also  likely  to 
be  plentiful,  as  the  majority  of  the  larger  fish  have  had 
good  opportunities  of  migrating  northward.  Mr.  F. 
Lupton,  fishing  for  pike  in  the  Swale,  enjoyed  fine  sport, 
and  likewise  obtained  nice  baskets  of  the  same  fish  in  the 
ponds  rear  to  Carlton  Lodge.  It  seems  probable  that, 
with  the  open  winter  and  the  floods,  both  the  Swale  and 
the  Codbeck  will  hold  large  quantities  of  well  fed  fish 
during  1898.   


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
At  the  usual  fortnightly  meeting  of  this  society,  held  at 
the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston,  on  Boxing  Day,  Mr.  D.  Hayer 
presiding,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  the  hon.  sec,  proposed  that 
Mr.  J.  A.  Drewitt  be  a  member,  and  that  Messrs.  Charles 
Hnssey  and  S.  C.  Purkiss  be  hon.  members.  The  motions 
having  been  seconded,  the  nominations  were  placed  on  the 
notice  board  in  the  usual  way.  The  rent  for  the  private 
water  at  Addlestone  was  ordered  to  be  paid,  and  £2  2s. 
was  voted  to  Mr,  Evans  for  looking  after  the  water,  and 
£1  Is.  was  divided  between  the  waiter  and  waitress  at 
the  Sun  Hotel.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Amphlett, 
seconded  by  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater,  it  was  decided  to  accept 
the  kind  offer  of  Mr.  Charles  Hussey  to  deliver  a  lantern 
lecture  upon  "  Minor  Fishing  Industries,"  the  date  to  be 
left  to  the  lecturer.  Mr.  Amphlet;  also  announced  that 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  of  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society, 
would  be  willing  to  read  a  paper  before  the  membars,  and 
it  was  decided  to  call  a  special  meeting  upon  the  occasion, 
the  date  to  be  announced  to  the  members  at  Mr.  Rolt's 
convenience. 


CUCKMERE  CONSERVATORS. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Cuckmare  Coirservators  was  held 
recently  at  the  Junction  Hotel,  Polegate,  when  there  were 
present  Mr.  C.  Long  (in  the  chair),  Mr.  J.  Huggett,  J. P., 
and  Alderman  G.  Hutchings  (Hastings),  and  Mr.  H.  J. 
Woodhams,  clerk  ti  the  board. 

Alleged  Netting  by  Brighton  Anglees. 
With  respect  to  the  allegations  made  at  the  previous 
meeting  as  to  some  members  of  the  Brighton  Anglers' 
Association  having  taken  fish  out  of  the  Cuokmere  at 
Michelham  with  nets,  the  clerk  stated  that  on  Novem- 
ber 9th  he  communicated  with  Mr.  W.  M.  Martin,  the 
hon.  secretary  of  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Association, 
expressing  the  board's  surprise  that  any  members  of 
the  Brighton  Association  should  have  been  guilty  of 
such  an  unsportsmanlike  breach  of  the  bye-laws.  To  this 
Mr.  Martin  replied  on  the  12th  that  be  had  placed  Mr. 
Woodhams'  letter  before  the  committee  of  his  association, 
and  was  desired  by  them  to  convey  an  assurance  to  the 
boird  that  the  assooia  i  m  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  matter.  Mr.  Martin  added  in  proof  of  this  that  he 
did  not  know  until  afterwards  what  had  taken  place.  He 
expressed  himself  as  truly  sorry,  and  said  he  had  pissed 
his  letter  to  those  who  were  responsible.  At  the  same  time, 
Mr.  Martin  said  he  was  sure  that  (his  thing  hid  been 
done  in  ignorancs  of  any  offence.  He  also  added  that  he 
would  do  his  best  to  obtain  an  avigmentation  in  the 
annual  subscriptions  from  Brighton,  and  expressed  a 
wish  that  the  board  could  see  its  way  to  offering  greater 
guaranteed  privileges  for  anglers  similar  to  those  on  the 
liver  Ouse.  Another  letter  had  also  baen  received  from 
Mr.  James  Stevens,  19,  Carlton-row,  Brighton,  who, 
having  learned  that  the  board  felt  themselves  aggrieved 
at  a  few  fish  having  been  removed  at  Michelham, 
explained  that  he  and  a  few  friends  hired  the 
meat  at  Mijhelham  two  years  ago,  and  had 
enjoyed  the  exclusive  rights  of  boating  and  fishing 
there  during  that  period.  The  fish  which  had  been 
removed  had  been  taken  from  the  moat  of  which  they 
had  actually  been  the  conservators,  and  if  the  bye-laws 
had  been  violated  it  had  been  done  iu  sheer  ignorance, 
thinking  the  moat  to  be  private  water.  Their  object 
was  to  introduce  into  the  river  Adur  a  few  bream  to 
see  if  they  would  thrive  there,  no  such  fish  having  been 
known  before  in  that  river.  So  that  their  purpose 
was  really  to  encourage  the  sport  of  fishing,  without 
any  thought  of  violating  the  board's  regulations.  On 
this  Mr.  Woodhams  replied,  pointing  out  that  the 
board's  bye-la"?  No.  .'')  appeared  to  apply  to  all 
water  within  the  district  of  the  board,  whether  river, 
lake,  or  pond ;  and  that  the  statements  which  were 
current  that  fish  had  been  netted  at  Michelham  would  have 
a  very  bad  effect.  The  correspondence  closed  with  a  formal 
s'ateraent  that  the  committee  of  the  Brighton  Association 
VI  ere  in  accord  with  the  remarks  which  had  been  made  on 
the  subject  of  bye-law  No.  5.  The  chairman  thought,  in 
the  face  of  this  frank  and,  upon  the  whole,  satisfactory 
explanation,  that  no  further  proceedings  should  be  taken 
in  the  present  instance,  but  the  clerk  was  instructed  to 
point  out  that  the  board  could  not  permit  a  repetition  of 


the  offence.  The  clerk  observed  that  in  the  case  of  a 
breach  of  the  bye-laws,  any  outsider,  as  well  as  the  board, 
might  take  action. 

The  Accounts  of  the  Board. 

The  statement  of  accounts  for  the  past  twelve  months 
were  then  submitted  by  the  clerk,  showing  that  the 
year  began  with  an  adverse  balance  of  78.  2d.  The 
receipts  amounted  to  a  total  of  £15  12s.,  whic'i  included 
£5  18a.  for  licences  sold,  and  £9  143.  in  respect  of 
voluntary  subscriptiins,  made  up  of  10s.  from  Mr,  C. 
H.  Morris;  £1  Is.,  Brighton  Anglers;  £1  Is.,  Brighton 
Railway  Piscatorial  Society;  £5  from  Mr.  0.  Long; 
and  £2  2s.  from  Mr.  J.  B.  A.  Gwynne.  The  expendi- 
ture had  been  £8  Is.  9d.,  the  principal  item  being 
£6  14s.  7d.  for  printing,  stationery,  &c.,  leaving  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £7  lOs.  3d.  Alderman  Hutehings 
observed  that  last  year  the  clerk  to  the  board  was 
given  a  gratuity  of  £2  2s.,  which  was  a  very  inadequate 
sum,  for  Mr.  Woodhams  not  only  had  a  great  deal  of 
work  to  do,  but  also  had  not  charged  for  travelling 
expenses,  or  for  anything  except  p?stage.  On  the 
present  occasion,  with  the  balance  they  had  in  hand, 
he  proposed  that  the  gratuity  should  be  £5  5s.  Mr. 
Woodhams  demurred  to  the  spoiling  of  the  balance  to 
this  extent.  They  might  not  have  so  much  money 
another  year,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  great  step 
to  take  at  so  small  a  meeting.  Alderman  Hut»hings 
protested  that  the  money  was  honestly  earned,  an 
assertion  in  which  the  chairman  cordially  concurred, 
remarking  that  nothing  but  a  love  of  the  thing  wou'd 
induce  a  man  to  encounter  the  work  under  such  condi- 
tions. Eventually  Mr.  Huggett  proposed  that  ths  gratuity 
be  £3  33.,  and  the  motion  having  been  seconded  by  Alder- 
man Hutchings,  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Woodhams  expressed 
his  acknowledgment  of  what  h.3  described  as  a  little 
recognition  of  what  he  had  done. 

The  Future  of  the  River. 

With  regard  to  the  conversation  which  took  p'ace  at  the 
previous  meeting  of  the  boaid  as  to  raising  the  amount  of 
fees  for  licences,  or  otherwise  augmenting  the  income  of 
the  board,  with  a  view  to  improving  the  fishery,  it  was 
thought  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  the  members  present  at 
the  last  meeting,  and  with  so  small  an  attendance,  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  th3 
matter,  which  was  accordingly  left  over  again.  The 
meeting  then  terminated. 


A  REMINISCENCE  OF  THE  LATE  OLD 
GEORGE  HONE, 
THE   CELEBRATED   PROFESSIONAL  THAMES 
ANGLER. 

During  part  of  the  sixties,  the  whole  of  ths  seventies, 
and  part  of  the  eighties  I  fished  the  Thames  regularly 
every  week,  with  the  exception  of  the  "  close  time,"  with 
old  George  Hone,  and  many  a  laugh  have  I  hai  when  the 
old  man  told  me  of  what  had  happened  to  him  since  my 
last  visit.  These  were  told  not  when  the  fish  were  on  the 
feed,  but  when  they  were  "  dead  off."  Here  is  one.  By 
the  bye  I  must  state  that  the  old  man  called  me  "  The 
Guv'nor."  "  Since  you  was  here  last  I  had  three  blokes 
come  down  to  fish  for  brim.  They  was  recommended  by 
a  good  patron,  so  I  was  obliged  to  take  'em  oa  ;  but  you 
know,  Guv'nor,  I  alius  objects  to  three,  as  I  found  when 
there  is  three,  two  fishes  and  one  larks,  or  else  ons  fishes 
and  two  larks,  and  sometimes  all  on  'em  larks;  and  then 
they  says,'.'  How  is  it,  Mr.  Fisherman,  we  don't  have  no 
fish.'  Then  I  outs  with  it,  and  says,  '  How  the  blank 
blank  can  you  think  you  will  ketch  fish  when  you  are  on 
like  this.'  "  Well,  now  for  this  particular  day.  Old 
George  was  what  I  shall  call  an  "  innate  gentleman,"  and 
always  treated  everyone  with  the  respect  due  to  them. 
Well,  on  this  particular  morning  the  three  came  down  to 
Walton  ;  George  took  them  up  to  the  celebrated  Bream 
Hole,  "  Walton  deeps."  He  said,  "  Gentlemen,  for  good 
fishing  there  is  one  too  many,  but  keep  quiet,  and  we'el 
see  what  we  can  do."  So  they  began,  and  had  a 
ceitain  amount  of  success  during  the  morning.  About 
one  o'clock  one  of  the  gentlemen  thought  it  was  time  to 
have  some  lunch,  so  said  to  George,  "  Mr.  Fishermm,  we 
think  it  is  about  time  to  think  about  feeding.  What  do 
you  say?"  "Well,  gentlemen,  I  am  quits  of  your 
opinion."  "  Then  put  us  ashore,  and  carefully  carry  tie 
hamper  out."  I  must  here  state  that  the  punt  was  fixed 
near  to  the  Middlesex  side  of  the  river,  and  you  could 
not  get  into  Walton  without  miking  a  gre.it  detour 
over  Walton  Bridge,  unless  joa  had  a  boat  t)  cross 
the  river.  Old  George  landed  the  passengers  and 
cargo,  fixed  the  punt,  and  wailed.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  said,  "  Mr.  Fisherman,  wouldn't  you  like 
to  have  your  dinner?"  With  a  touch  of  the  cap,  old 
George  said,  "  If  you  please,  sir."  Now  I  must  tell  you 
that  m  this  hamper  was  a  cold  roast  goose,  apple  siuce, 
&c. ;  and  as  George  has  told  me,  if  there  is  one  thing  1 
do  enjoy  it  is  roast  goose  and  apple  sauce.  Well,  down 
the  three  sat  and  commenced,  but  not  a  share  for  old 
George.  Then  one  said,  "  Aint  you  going  to  get  your 
dinner,  Mr.  Fisherman  ?  "  George  replied,  "  When  I  goes 
out  with  gentlemen  they  allays  give  me  some."  After 
some  time  one  of  the  gentlemen  said,  "  Now,  Mr.  Fisher- 
man, if  you  want  any  dinner  you  had  better  go  and  get 
it.'  "  Right,  sir,"  says  old  George,  unfastens  the  punt,  and 
slowly  paddles  away  to  the  opposite  shore.  When  he 
reached  home,  his  wife  saluted  him  in  the  following  terms  : 
"  What  the  deuce  has  brought  you  home,  and  what's  the 
matter  f  •'  "  Nothing,  only  I  want  some  dinner."  "  What, 
didn't  they  give  you  any  ?  "  "  No."  "  Well,  I  havn't  got 
any  for  you."  Now,  to  return  to  these  gentlemen ;  they 
lunched  and  they  smoked.  At  last  it  occurred  to  one  that 
it  was  pretty  near  time  Mr.  Fisherman  returned;  they 
halloed  again  and  again,  without  even  an  echo.  At  last 
they  walked  down  the  meadow  opposite  tha  landing  stage. 
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and,  in  reply  1 3  their  inquiry,  were  informed  that  George 
had  gone  to  get  his  dinner.  Abont  two  hours  after 
George  was  seen  punting  up  in  that  leisarely  way, 
it  seemed  as  though  next  week  would  do  as  well  as 
this.  On  his  arrival  he  was  saluted  with  the  following  : 
Well,  Mr.  Fisherman,  where  the  deuce  have  you  been  ? 
We  have  Veen  waiting  for  you  nearly  two  hours."  Reply  : 
"  Where  have  I  been  ?  Where  you  sent  me— to  get  my 
dinner.  Whi  n  I  got  home  my  wife  said,  '  What  the 
deuce  is  the  matter  nith  you  ?  What  do  you  want  ?  ' 
'Want,'  says  I,  'some  dinner.'  'What,  didn't  they 
give  ycu  none  ?  '  I  said,  '  No,'  so  as  she  hadn't  got 
anything,  she  had  to  go  to  the  butcher  up  the  village  a 
mile,  then  to  come  back  another  mile,  then  to  cook  it,  and 
then  I  had  to  sit  down  and  eat  it,  and  so  here  I  am." 
Now,  to  finish  up  in  old  George's  own  words,  "we  started 
fishinff  again,  and  not  another  blank  blank  fish  did  they 
ketch."  A.  M. 


DARLINGTON  ANGLERS'  DINNER. 

The  members  of  the  Darlington  Anglers'  Club  dined  at 
the  Dolphin  the  other  evening.  Mr.  Gawan  Taylor 
presided  over  an  attendance  of  about  forty,  and  full 
justice  was  done  to  Mr.  Watson's  good  repast.  After  the 
usual  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts,  that  of  "  The  Darlington 
Anglers'  Club  "  was  proposed  by  the  president,  who  said 
it  was  now  one  of  the  most  important  clubs  in  the  county 
of  Durham.  He  hoped  that  it  would  continue  to  be  so  in 
the  future,  and  that  they  would  have  some  excellent  sport. 
They  had  done  something  in  the  past  year  not  only  for  the 
memters  of  the  club  but  for  the  sporting  community 
in  generil.  They  had  put  into  the  river  Tees  a  large 
supply  of  fry,  and  it  was  perfectly  clear  they  had  not 
done  this  purely  for  their  own  motives,  for,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  fish  would  go  into  other  stretches  of 
waters.  They  had  also  taken  a  great  deal  of  additional 
water.  They  had  lately  taken  an  extensive  stretch  of 
fishing  on  the  Skerne,  and  in  that  matter  they  had  met 
with  a  very  friendly  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors. 

Mr.  Smythe,  in  responding,  said  sport  during  the  past 
season  had  been  not  so  good  as  was  anticipated.  The 
lower  reaches  of  the  river  had  again  fared  badly,  as 
salmon  when  on  the  run  seemed  to  have  passed  them  by. 
The  catches  of  salmon  varied  from  three  to  forty-three, 
the  greatest  weight  of  one  catch  being  2341b. ;  average 
weight  of  fish,  S^lb.  At  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  105  rod 
licerces  for  salmon  were  taken  out,  a  decrease  of  three ; 
2(500  trout  licences  were  issued,  showing  a  decrease 
of  thirty-seven  this  year.  There  had  been  ten 
catches  of  over  301b.  fish.  Trout  fishers  had  again  to  com- 
p'ain  of  the  small  number  of  trout,  although  some  lucky 
individuals  had  been  fortunate  enough  in  securing  a  good 
number,  but  they  were,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  in  a  small 
minority.  As  to  the  fry  now  in  the  pond  at  the  water- 
works, his  colleague,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  would  have  some- 
thin?  to  8  ly.  He  would  conclude  with  mentioning  that 
45,000  trout  fry  hatched  from  ova  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  River  Inspector  Weirs  had  been  put  into  the 
river  and  becks,  distributed  from  Middleton-in-Teesdale, 
Barnard  Castle,  Gainford,  and  below. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  also  responded.  He  thought  if  the 
fishery  board  would  concoct  some  scheme  simikr  to  their 
own  it  wordd  be  found  that  fishermen  would  welcome  such 
a  scheme  and  willingly  piy  the  extra  half-crown  which  it 
might  entail.  They  had  about  sixty-four  members,  and, 
considering  the  lio  ited  numbers,  a  great  deal  of  fishing 
grout,  d  ;  and  this  he  believed  would  be  extended  if  there 
was  an  increase  of  members. 

"  The  Mayor  and  Corporation  "  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
J.  H.  McDermid,  and  responded  to  by  the  ex-Mayor 
(Councillor  G.  Marshall).  Various  other  toasts  included 
"  The  President,"  "  The  Officers  of  the  Club,"  "  The 
Ripaiixn  Owners,"  and  "The  Visitors."  Songs  were 
rendered  during  the  eveniig  by  Messrs.  P.  Hutchinson, 
W.  Mi'ler,  W.  E.  ChOton,  Andrews,  and  T.  Lloyd,  and 
two  violin  duets  by  Messrs.  W.  E,  and  J.  E.  Chilton. 
Letters  of  apology  for  non-attendance  from  Sir  Theodore 
Fry,  Mr.  M.  B.  Dodds,  and  Captain  Brown  were 
announced.    Mr.  Chilton  was  an  able  acccompanist. 


REVIEW  OF  PAST  SEASON'S  ANGLING 
AT  OVERSCAIG. 
The  number  of  trout  landed  with  the  rod  here  during 
the  pxst  season  was  fully  up  to  the  average,  but  the 
average  weight  was  somewhat  less.  The  number  and 
weights  of  silmon,  grilse,  and  Salino  ferox  were  over  the 
average.  During  May  only  ninety-three  trout,  43^1b., 
were  caught.  June  yielded  seven  Salmo  ferox,  451b. ;  and 
3328  trnuf,  10141b.  July  gave  two  salmon,  131b. ;  three 
grilse,  14Jlb. ;  four  ferox,  26ilb. ;  and  2635  trout,  11611b. 
The  sport  of  Augast  was  one  salmon,  141b.;  one  grilse, 
4ilb.  ;  fite  ferox,  351b.  ;  and  1254  trout,  537J:lb.  In 
September  the  takes  were  two  salmon,  311b.  ;  four  grilse, 
171b.  ;  two  ferox,  19flb. ;  and  651  trout,  89Jlb.  The 
heaviest  salmon  was  a  20-pounder  on  Upper  Shin  Beat, 
and  the  heaviest  Salmo  ferox  was  a  fine  specimen  of 
12Jlb.  on  Loch  Griam.  The  various  waters  connected 
with  the  hotel  yielded  as  follows  ;  Loch  Shin  (including 
all  its  beats),  three  salmon,  331b.  ;  four  grilse,  191b. ;  three 
ferox,  26ilb. ;  and  2568  trout,  1172ilb.  Merklaud  Loch 
andiiver  gave  two  salmon,  251b. ;  four  grilse,  171b. ;  three 
ferox,  131b.  ;  and  949  trout,  443ilb.  Loch  Griam  yielded 
nine /eroi,  701b. ;  and  813  trout,  333|lb.  Gorm,  Garvie, 
and  other  miscellaneous  lochs  and  streams  made  a  total  of 
three  ferox,  16|lb. ;  and  3631  trout,  891  Jib.  The  totals  of 
all  kinds  for  the  season  were  five  salmon,  581b. ;  eight 
grilse,  361b.  ;  eighteen  ferox,  1261b.  ;  and  7961  trout, 
2845|lb.  Heavy  individaal  baskets  to  one  rod  in  one  day 
were  not  so  common  as  during  the  previous  year.  Several 
went  over  100  trout,  but  their  average  weight  was  so 
small  that  they  could  hardly  be  cjled  good  baekets. 
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Amongst  all-round  nice  baskets  made  were  :  On  June  24, 
Mr.  Williamson,  on  Flag  Beat,  got  thirty-six  trout,  191b.  ; 
on  July  9,  Messrs.  Williamson  and  Ewau,  on  Top  Shin, 
had  sixty-five  trout,  26|lb. ;  on  15th  of  same  month,  Mr. 
Paradox,  on  Fiag  Beat,  landed  twenty-four  trout,  14lb.  ; 
and  on  17th,  Mr.  Morris,  on  Loch  Griam,  forty  trout, 
heaviest  2lb. ,  and  the  whole  181b.  The  following  tabular 
statement  will  reveal  at  a  glance  the  results  of  sport 
during  the  past  four  seasons  : 

Aggregating 

SeasoiL  Total  fish.  'Sons.  cwts.  qre.  Ibe, 

1894    5038    0     19     2  8| 

1895    8093    1     15     1  0| 

1896    7450    1     12     0  171 

1897   7992    1      7     1  13| 

The  spawning  season  in  this  locality  his  been  so 
exceptionally  good,  that  capital  sport  may  be  confidently 
anticipated  for  the  coming  season.  W.  T.  Brown, 


ANGLERS  NOW  AND  THEN. 

Not  a  few  among  the  busy  workers  in  ths  industrial 
Clerkenwell  of  to-day,  when  little  boys,  caught  their 
first  "  tiddlers,"  and  captured  with  a  bit  of  meat  tied  to  a 
stone  for  a  sinker,  and  a  yard  cr  so  of  cord,  in  the  High- 
bury and  the  "New  Park"  stretch  of  the  New  River, 
since  built  upon.  The  young  anglers  fearlessly  fished 
vrith  rods  and  lines  and  little  hooks  bought  at  Carter's 
good  old  tackle  manufacturing  establishment,  then  at  a 
corner  of  St.  John  Street-road,  Clerkenwell.  Many,  now 
men,  dealt  at  the  same  well-filled  tackle  shop,  a  business 
that  lias  probably  flourished  during  the  past  twenty  years 
as  much  as  any  in  the  same  line  in  all  London.  But 
"tiddler"  keeping  is  barred  in  the  south  of  England; 
and  evolution  in  the  system  of  prize  offering  and  sweep- 
stakes will  doubtless  prevent  undersized  fish  being  retained 
in  the  North  of  England.  How  the  anglers  in  embryo 
paraded  the  chief  thoroughfare  of  Islington,  each  with 
their  live  "  tiddlers  "  in  doctors'  bottles,  and  the 
crustaceans,  head  downwards,  in  picklers.  The  bit  of 
beef  induced  the  little  things  to  run  (they  did  not 
literally  run,  but  flap  their  mealy  tails  backwards  if 
frightened).  The  Clerkenwell  of  a  bit  over  three  decades 
ago  was  very  much  exercised — at  least  the  many  clever 
workmen  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the  various  parts 
of  best  chronometers  and  watches  were — at  the  introduction 
of  female  labour  into  the  trade  by  the  late  Sir  John 
Bennett,  of  Cheapside.  Cheap  jewellery,  again,  has 
perhaps  injuriously  affected  workmen  and  exporters  in  the 
great  hive  of  industry.  Cheap  watches,  manufactured  by 
machinery,  is  another  possible  factor  in  the  later  history 
of  industrial  Clerkenwell.  The  enterprising  Brums,  owing 
probably  to  the  great  depreciation  in  the  price  of  silver, 
are  anxious  to  inform  the  public  that : 

"We  give  you  a  watch,  if  you  can  explain 
The  riddle  (?)  we  print,  if  you  buy  a  chain. 

W.  Fet. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

R.  C.  (Phojnix  A.S.). — The  question  of  fishing  the 
waters  of  the  two  associations  has  been  ventilated  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  some  time.  Your  best  plan  would  be 
to  write  to  the  Central  and  Anglers'  Associations  on  the 
subject,  for  it  rests  entirely  with  them.  Of  course,  no 
angler  can  hold  two  tickets  for  travelling  purposes  ;  and 
your  suggestion  re  a  fishing  ticket  only  would  receive  a 
large  amount  of  support — provided  the  two  associations 
agree  on  the  subject. 

J.  T. — Your  club  report,  as  also  several  others,  arrived 
too  late  for  insertion.  You  are  constantly  reminded  that 
reports  of  meetings  which  are  held  on  Monday  nights  and 
only  posted  so  as  to  arrive  on  Friday  mornings,  are  "  too 
late."  Of  course,  Thursday  evening's  reports  are  ad- 
missible, but  we  must  ask  (in  crier  to  get  the  paper  to 
press  early  on  Friday  morning)  secretaries  to  kindly 
send  their  raports  in  time,  and  they  will  not  appear  in  the 
column  of  "  late  ''  news. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselces  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


SECOND  ANNUAL  (NEW  YORK)  ANGLERS' 
TOURNAMENT, 
To  be  held  at  Madison-square  Grarden,  New  York, 
January  13-22,  1898,  under  the  auspices  of  the  National 
Sportsmen's  Association. 

.  We  have  received  the  following  programme  and  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  tournament,  Mr.  Gonzalo  Poey, 
an  hon.  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  London.  As 
far  as  we  can  make  out,  these  contests  are  to  be  held  in  a 
building,  which,  of  course,  prevents  comparison  with  any 
open  air  performances.  We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Poey 
aU  the  sime. — Ed. 
Me.  R.  B.  Maeston. 

Dear  Sir, — It  affoids  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
send  you  the  enclosed  "  advance  "  programme  of  the 
fiournament  we  purpose  having  here  next  month,  and  I 
wish  that  some  of  the  brothers  of  the  angle  on  your  side 
may  be  here  and  capture  some  of  the  medals. 

When  the  tournament  is  over  I  shall  do  myfelf  the 
honour  of  sending  you  the  fuU  scores. 

I  have  not  had  occasion  to  write  you  for  a  long  time, 
but  I  receive  my  yearly  Fly  Fishers'  Club  book,  which  is 
very  welcome,  and  year  goes  after  year,  but  I  stiU  live  in 
hopes  of  being  some  day  present  at  the  festive  board. — 
Yours  very  truly,  GoNaALO  Poey. 

New  Ytork,  Dec.  9,  1897. 
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RuLE.s  Governing  the  Contests. 
Rule  1. — All  contests  shall  be  governed  by  two  judges 
and  a  referee.    In  case  of  disagreement  the  referee  shall 
decide. 

Rule  2. — No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  any 
contest,  except  those  "  open  to  all,"  who  has  ever  fished 
for  a  living,  who  has  ever  been  a  guide,  or  has  been 
engaged  in  either  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  fishing  tackle. 

Rule  3. — All  persons  competing  for  prizes  shall  pay  an 
entrance  fee  of  two  dollars  for  each  event,  or  five  dollars 
for  three  events,  and  one  dollar  for  each  event  in  excess  of 
three.  No  entrance  fees  will  be  required  in  the  ladies' 
and  Press  contests. 

Rule  4. — The  order  in  which  ccntestants  shall  cast 
shall  be  determined  by  the  judges.  The  contestant  must 
be  ready  when  called  upon  by  the  judges. 

Rule  5. — The  leader  and  fly  in  each  contest  must  be 
intact  at  the  time  of  record  by  the  judges,  and  the  length 
and  weight  of  rods  must  be  recorded. 

Rule  6. — Arrangements  shall  be  made  by  the  judges  to 
accurately  determine  the  point  at  which  the  fly  or  frog 
falls. 

Rule  7. — Contests  shall  be  called  promptly  at  3  p.m. 
and  8  p.m. 

Rule  8. — After  the  contestant  has  taken  his  place  on 
the  stand  his  time  shall  be  counted  from  the  moment  he 
says  "Ready,"  and  the  first  cast  thereafter  shall  connt. 
The  longest  cast  during  the  five  minutes  succeeding  the 
word  "  Ready  "  shall  be  taken  as  his  record  for  distance. 

Rule  9. — The  rod  must  be  held  in  one  hand,  and  shall 
not  exceed  eleven  and  one-half  (llj)  feet  in  lengfth,  except 
when  otherwise  specified. 

Rule  10. — The  barb  and  point  must  be  removed  from 
all  hooks  used. 

Rule  11. — Trout  flies  on  hooks  not  smaller  than  No.  12 
shall  be  used,  unless  otherwise  specified.  Leaders,  which 
must  be  of  single  gut,  shall  not  be  more  than  nine  (9)  feet 
in  length,  or  less  than  six  (6)  feet,  unless  otherwise 
specified. 

Rule  12. — Time  wUI  be  allowed,  in  case  of  accident,  to 
make  repairs  at  the  discretion  of  the  judges. 

Rule  13. — The  Switch,  or  Pritchard,  style  of  casting 
will  not  be  allowed  except  in  the  class  devoted  to  that 
method  of  casting. 

Rule  14. — All  difficulties  or  disputes  arising  and  not 
provided  for  in  these  rules  shall  be  decided  by  the  judges. 
Description  and  Oedeb  of  Conte.sts. 

Thursday,  Jan.  13.    Afternoon  from  tJtree  o'clock. 

No  contest.  The  tank  and  pi  itform  will  be  open  for 
practice. 

Evening  at  eight  o'clock. 

Class  A. — Black  Bass  Fly-Casting  Contest.  Distance 
only  to  count.    A  No.  4  fly  to  be  used,  which  will  be 
furnished  by  the  committee.    Ojeu  only  to  those  who 
have  never  cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any  similar  contest. 
Friday,  Jan.  14.    Afternoon  at  three  o'clock. 

Class  B. — Fly  -  Casting  Contest.  Accuracy  only. 
Distance  40ft.  Open  only  to  those  who  have  never  cast 
more  than  75ft.  in  any  single-handed  fly-castiug  contest. 
After  the  contestant  has  signified  his  readiness,  he  shall 
make  five  (5)  consecutive  casts  at  a  buoy.  The  contestant 
will  then  commence  to  cast  with  his  back  to  the  buoy,  and 
at  any  moment,  at  his  option,  shall  wheel  around  and  make 
a  single  cast  at  the  buoy.  Five  of  these  casts  shall  be 
made.  The  distance  in  feet  ard  inches  at  which  the  fly 
drops  from  the  buoy  at  each  cast  shall  he  noted,  and  the 
sum  of  all  these  distances,  added  together  and  divided  by 
ten,  shall  constitute  the  score.  The  contestant  having 
the  lowest  average  shall  be  declared  the  winner. 

Evening  at  eight  o'clock. 

Class  C. — Light  Fly  Rod  Contest.  Distance  only. 
The  rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  5oz.,  with  an  allowance 
of  Joz.  for  solid  reel  seat.  Open  only  to  those  who  have 
never  cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any  similar  contest. 

Saturday,  Jan.  15.    Afternoon  at  three  o'clock. 

Class  D. — Light  Fly  Rod  Ctntest.  Distance  only. 
The  rod  must  not  exceed  4oz.  in  weight,  with  an  allowance 
of  Joz.  for  solid  reel  seat.  Open  only  to  those  who  have 
never  cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any  similar  contest. 

Evening  at  eight  o'clock. 

Class  E. — Obstacle  Fly  Rod  Casting.  Distance  only. 
Open  to  all.  Rods  and  length  of  leaders  unrestricted.  A 
horizontal  bar,  urder  which  the  cast  must  he  made,  will 
be  placed  in  front  of  the  contestant  at  a  distance  of  30ft., 
and  6ft.  above  the  level  of  the  tJank. 

Monday,  Jan.  17.    Afternoon  at  three  o'clock. 

Class  F. — Ladies'  Fly-Casting  Contest.  For  distance 
only.  Unrestricted.  Open  to  all.  No  fees  wi'l  be  re- 
quired in  this  contest. 

Evening  at  eight  o'clock. 

Class  G.— Obstacle  Fly-Casting  Contest.  For  delicacy 
and  accuracy.  Open  to  all.  There  will  be  placed  on  the 
left  side  of  the  tank  a  bush  overhanging  the  v  ater  3ft. 
and  alove  the  surface  3ft.,  distant  from  the  casting  plat- 
form 30ft.,  and  on  right  side  of  the  tank  a  similar  bush, 
under  like  conditions,  distant  from  the  platform  40ft. 
The  contestant  will  be  allowed  five  casts  at  each  bush. 
The  contestant  who  places  the  fly  most  delicately  and 
nearest  the  side  of  the  tank,  under  either  of  the  bnshes, 
shall  take  first  award, 

Tuesday,  Jan.  18.    Afternoon  at  three  o'clock. 

Class  H. — Fly-Casting  Contest.  Distance  only.  _  Open 
only  to  those  who  have  never  cast  more  than  75f  c.  in  any 
similar  contest. 

Evening  at  eight  o'clock. 
Class  I. — Swdtch  or  Pritchard  Style  Contest.  Open 
to  all.   Rods  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted.  An 
obstacle,  13ft.  high,  will^be  placed  15ft.  back  of  the  con- 
testants, 
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Wednesday,  Jan.  IV.    Aj'ternnon  at  fh  rce  o'clock. 
Class  J. — The  Press  Fly-Casting  Contest.    Open  only 
to  members  of  the  Press.    KodB  and  length  of  leader 
unrestricted.    No  entrance  fees  will  be  required  in  the 
contest. 

Ecening  at  eight  o'clock. 
Class  K. — Single-Handed  Bait  Casting  Contest.  For 
distance  and  accuracy.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts  shall  be 
made  with  Joz.  rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the 
committee.  Free  running  reel  to  be  used.  No  limit  as  to 
rod  or  line,  but  the  line  must  not  be  leaded  or  weighted. 
For  accuracy  five  casts  shall  be  made  at  a  buoy  placed  COft. 
from  the  casting  point.  The  casts  to  be  made  with  the 
Joz.  rubber  frog,  and  for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot 
that  the  frog  falls  from  the  buoy,  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be 
made ;  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits,  divided  by  five, 
shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent.  ;  the  demerit 
per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall  be  the  accuracy  per 
cent.  The  average  distance  cast,  added  to  the  percentage 
for  accuracy,  shall  constitute  the  score. 

Thursday,  Jan.  20.    Afternoon  at  three  o'clock. 
Class  L. — Black  Bass  Fly-Casting  Contest.    Open  for 
all.    Distarrce  only  to  count.    Flies  tied  on  No.  4  hooks, 
furnished  by  the  committee,  to  be  used.    Rods  and  length 
of  leader  unrestricted. 

Evening  at  eight  o'cloek. 
Class  M. — Fly-Casting  Contest.     Distance  only  to 
count.    Rods  and  length  of  leader  imrettricted.  Open 
only  to  those  who  have  never  cast  over  96ft.  in  any  similar 
contest. 

Friday,  Jan.  21.    Afternoon  at  three  o'clock. 
Class  N. — Light  Rod  Fly-Casting  Contest.  Distance 
only.    The  rod  must  not  exceed  4oz.  in  weight,  with  an 
allowance  to  be  made  of  joz.  for  solid  reel  seat.  Length 
of  leader  unrestricted. 

Evening  at  eight  o'clock. 
Class  0. — Ply-Casting  Contest.  For  accuracy  only. 
Distance  60ft.  Open  to  all.  Rods  and  length  of  leader 
unrestricted.  After  the  contestant  has  signified  his 
readiness,  he  shall  mike  five  cocsecutive  casts  at  the  buoy. 
The  distance  in  feet  and  inches  at  which  the  fly  drops 
from  the  mark  at  each  cast  shall  be  noted,  and  the  sum  of 
all  these  distances  added  together  and  divided  by  five 
shall  constitute  the  score.  The  contestant  having  the 
lowest  average  shall  be  declared  the  winner. 

Saturday,  Jan.  22.    Afternoon  at  three  o'clock.  . 
Class  P. — Light  Rod  Fly-Casting  Contest.    For  dis- 
tance only.    Open  to  all.    Rods  must  not  exceed  5oz.  in 
weight,  with  an  allowance  to  be  made  of  half  an  ounce  for 
solid  reel  seat.    Length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Ereninij  at  eight  o'clock. 

Class  R. — Expert  Fly-Casting  Contest.  Open  to  all. 
Distance  on!y._  Rods  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

The  prizes  in  each  contest  will  be  a  handsome  gold, 
silver,  and  bronze  medal,  donated^by  the  National  Sports- 
men's Association  of  New  York. 

Tournament  Committee  :  Wm.  C.  Harris,  chairman 
(American  Angler),  Robt.  B.  Lawrence  (B'oomiDg  Grove 
Park  Association),  Gonzalo  Poey,  Secretary  (The  Fly 
Fishers'  Club),  Frederick  Engle  (Blooming  Grove  Park 
Association),  Chas.  A.  Bryan  (St.  Marguerite  Salmon 
Club).   

THE  JOCK  SCOTT. 

Sir, — I  see  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  18,  a  letter  signed 
"  J.  Preiithun,"  saying,  that  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Dec.  21,  1895,  it  was  stated  that  the  Jock  Scott  was 
invented  in  1875.  I  beg  to  say  that  I  caught  many  a 
salmon  with  the  said  fly  in  1872,  1873,  1874,  and 
afterwards. — Yours  truly,        Arthur  Terry  (Major.) 

Walton-on-Thames. 

[1875  was  a  mistake,  as  in  the  Fishing  Oazefte  ot  "Deo. 
21,  1895,  we  gave  1845  as  the  year,  and  also  a  picture  of  the 
original  Jock  Scott  copied  from  the  original  kindly  lent 
to  us  by  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Alston  ,  who  also  sent  its  history. 
—Ed.]   

SALMON  AND  THE  SAINT. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  very  gratifying  to  find  Dr.  Patterson 
telling  us  that  ''the  feeding  of  clean  salmon  in  fresh 
water  is  not  the  efi'ect  of  appetite,"  but  rather  an  attempt 
to  repeat  a  past  joy  which  the  many  hued  salmon  fly 
suggests  to  the  fish,  though,  doubtless,  some  will  com- 
plain that  this  sounds  wonderfully  like  a  distinction 
without  a  difference.  If  the  salmon  rises  at  a  Jock  Scott, 
for  instance,  because  it  reminds  him  of  the  toothsome 
squid,  it  would  appear  probable  that  if  the  fly  turned  out 
to  be  real  equid,  the  salmon  would  eat  it  and  even  ask  fur 
more.  But  let  that  pass.  The  learned  gentleman  seems 
sound  on  the  question  of  salmon  (not)  fteding  in  fresh 
water,  and  (oc  this  every  lover  of  common  sense  and 
reason  will  be  thankful.  There  are  'two  things  I  never 
believed,  and  I  fuliy  expect  to  carry  my  scepticism  on 
them  to  the  grave — one  is,  that  the  salmon's  ''  taking  "  has 
anything  whatever  to  do  with  food  or  hunger,  even  as  a 
reminiso-nce  ;  the  other,  that  Sbakespeare  wrote  the 
plays  called  by  his  name ;  and  the  deeper  and  darker  grow 
my  doubis  the  more  I  haar  the  arguments — bless  the 
mark ! — relied  on  to  support  the  positive  side  of  the 
controversies. 

How  is  it  that  a  Loch  Tay  salmon  cannot  be  "awakened 
to  a  sadden  desire  "  by  the  sight  of  flies  pas.-ing  over  him  ? 
or  how  is  the  theory  to  fit  in  with  the  fact  of  the  many 
salmoa  liireiM  in  which  a  fly  has  never  been  known  to  move 
a  fish  ?  The  ci  utious  Scotch  verdict  '  not  proven  "  seems 
to  me  to  indicate  the  proper  mental  attitude  which  we 
should  cultivate  where  these  puzzling  salmon  problems 
are  concenied ;  we  should  possess  our  souls  in  patience 


ti.l  more  light  reaches  us,  and  be  content  to  regard  the 
rise  of  a  salmon  as  a  mysterious,  and,  for  the  present,  in- 
comprehensible phenomenon  for  which,  of  course,  we  are 
grateful,  but  do  not  pretend  to  understand. 

I  was  much  amused  with  "  W.  T.  B.'s"  S.  Columba 
salmon  story,  inasmuch  as  I  was  about  to  try  the 
river  in  question  myself  for  a  sea  trout  'or  happenening 
salmon  last  August,  but  the  head  keeper  on  the  estate 
assured  me  it  was  quite  useless  to  try,  and,  of  course,  pro- 
ceeded to  narrate  the'S.  Columba  legend  for  my  advantage. 
The  stream  in  question,  the  Saligo  burn,  is  simply  the 
outlet  of  the  well-known  Loch  Gorm,  in  Islay,  which  I 
have  fished  occasionally  for  many  years  past,  and  I  believe 
the  burn  is  the  only  one  in  the  island  where  the  migratory 
Sahnonidie  are  not  found  more  or  less  in  autumn.  The 
keeper  is  inclined  to  attribute  their  keeping  away  to  the 
ever  drifting  sand,  which  half  chokes  up  the  mouth  of  the 
stream,  and  there  has  been  talk  now  and  again  of  deepen- 
ing, or  even  altering,  the  channel,  but  so  far  nothing  has 
come  of  it.  The  natives  shake  the  head  at  the  suggestion, 
though,  and  have  little  faith  in  the  effect  of  the  saint's 
anger  being  removed  in  this  way. — Yours,  &c.,  Mo'Na. 


POETRY  AND  SCIENCE  ON  TEE  FOOD 
OF  SALMON. 
Dear  Sir, — -The  proposition  put  forward  by  Dr. 
Patterson  and  "  Cotswold  Isys  are  no  doubt  very 
feasible,  yet  is  it  not  rather  a  mythical  hypothesis,  and 
would  it  not  be  better  to  try  some  more  tangible  theory  ? 
We  know  that  there  is  no  more  deadly  lure  for  salmon  than 
the  prawn.  Why  is  this  ?  Does  it  not  occur  to  anyone's 
mind  that  they  might  be  their  common  food  in  the  place 
which  they  inhabit  during  their  sojourn  in  the  sea  ?  It 
may  be  suggested  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  that  those 
used  in  salmon  fishing  should  have  the  same  smell  (though 
no  doubt  it  would  be  far  better  if  they  had)  as  those  they 
(the  salmon)  find  in  their  native  element ;  but  the  mere 
shape  would  be  enough  to  entice  a  fish  "  to  go  fur  'im," 
seeing  that  it  would  be  a  rura  avis  to  their  sight  when  the 
salmon  had  left  their  luxuriant  prairies  and  come  into  the 
rivers.  ■  I  have  never  tried  them,  but  would  sea  shrimp  be 
as  deadly  a  bait  for  trout  who  had  never  tasted  salt  water, 
for  instance,  as  those  in  the  heart  of  Dartmoor  F  Unless 
someone  cotild  kindly  give  me  any  evidence  on  the  matter, 
I  will  procure  a  pint  next  season  and  try  the  effect.  I 
think  it  might,  in  a  small  way,  help  toward  the  conclusion 
of  the  subject. 

It  may  be  one  of  the  reasons  why  salmon  are  rarely 
caught  in  our  deep  sea  nets,  because  they  are  among  the 
rocks,  where  nets  aie  not  able  to  be  cist  or  trawl  drawn, 
and  which  places  prawns  inhabit.        Pheasant  Tail. 


A  DAY'S  FISHING.—"  THURSDAY, 
JAN.  14,  1897." 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Dec.  11,  Mr.  M.  R.  L. 
White  writes  an  article  on  a  day's  fishing  at  Watford. 
Thatgentleman  and  his  friend  Mr.  M.  (whoever  that  may 
be)  little  know  how  fortunate  they  were  in  getting  a 
permit  which  is  extended  to  so  few.  The  water  has  been 
the  scene  of  some  most  enjoyable  sport  for  some  years  past 
to  the  writer.  Mr.  White's  catch  in  the  day  for  tvvo  rods 
does  not  display  a  great  amount  of  skill.  But,  sir,  why 
that  gentleman  should  take  them  (twenty-seven)  into  the 
town,  I  cannot  conceive. 

Certainly  it  is  no  encouragement  for  the  owner,  a  good 
sportsman,  by  the  bye,  to  grant  another  day's  fishing ;  and 
for  the  sake  of  himself  and  friend  I  hope  Mr.  White  will 
not  again  apply.  The  affair  was  brought  to  the  owner's 
knowledge  at  the  time,  with  the  result  that  there  is  likely 
to  be  a  further  decrease  of  permits  (already  very  scarce). 
I  hope,  sir,  you  will  insert  this  letter,  as  it  may  be  a  means 
of  preventing  others  following  in  the  steps  of  your 
correspondent,  and  thus  spoil  sport  for  anglers  who 
appreciate  the  art. — Yours  truly, 

A  Vice-President 
Tottenham,  Dec.  27.  (Eagle  Angling  Society). 


PISCICULTURE  AT  THE  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  trust  you  will  find  room  for  my 
present  communication,  seeing  that  it  deals  with  matters 
of  some  importance  to  the  general  angling  community, 
ai  d  of  gi  eit  concern  to  many  of  us  who  are  interested  in 
pisciculture  and  the  study  of  the  British  Salmonidie  and 
coarse  fish.  The  outline  of  what  I  have  to  impart  may  be 
dedlt  with  in  a  very  few  words ;  briefly  it  amounts  to 
this — pisciculture  at  the  R,oyal  Aquarium,  London  ;  but 
the  explanation  of  the  project  and  the  means  towards  the 
desired  end  must  necessarily  be  discussed  at  some  length, 
and,  to  start  with,  I  may  say  that  I  shall  welcome  cor- 
respondence in  tills  connection,  and  that  all  letters 
appertaining  to  the  subject  should  be  addressed  to  ine  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium. 

After  several  long  conversations  with  Mr.  J.  Ritclia 
(the  managing  director  of  the  Royal  Aquarium  Society), 
and  an  extensive  diving  into  detaiis  as  to  the  cost, 
possibilities,  and  usefulness  of  the  experiment — for  experi- 
ment it  can  only  be  termed  at  present,  although  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  success  will  attend  the 
effort — that  gentleman  has  decided  to  cpsn  out  the 
whole  of  the  magnificent  tanks  at  the  Royal  Aquarium, 
which  have  for  so  many  years  been  lying  idle.  In 
these  tanks  will  be  placed  specimens  of  every  Britisk 
freshwater  fi.^h,  and,  from  time  to  time,  specimens 
of  foreign,  coh)nial,  and  continental  fish  which  it  may  be 
proposed  to  introduce  into  Biitish  waters.  The  u.sefulness 
of  8uch  a  collection  of  fish,  in  my  opinion,  needs  no 
comment. 

These  tanks  will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  the 


To  Spohtsmrn.— T.  Burberry  and  Sous,  of  30,  Haymarket, 
London,  and  London-slreet,  Bts  iigstoke,  are  now  se'liug  iheir 
18!*7  Model  and  Stock  Garments  at  halt  price.  Gabardine 
Shooting  Coats,  £1  (is.  3d.  and  £1  lis.  Bd.   Knicker  Breeches,  158. 


fishy  iuhabitants  about  the  iniddle  of  February,  1898,  and 
at  that  time  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  contributions  to 
the  collection.  I  must,  however,  request  that  no  fish  be 
forwarded  to  me  unless  I  am  communicated  with  first,  and 
in  every  case  the  name  of  the  fish  should  be  made  known 
(this  in  order  to  guard  against  too  frequently  duplicating 
specimens),  unless  the  sender  is  unaware  of  the  name,  in- 
which  case  they  may  be  forwarded  unnamed,  as  they  may 
prove  to  be  necessary  to  complete  the  collection. 

The  next  item  in  the  programme  is  the  inclusion  of  a 
Pisciculture  Station  in  the  forthcoming  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tion, with  the  ultimate  object  of  establishing  a  School  of. 
Pisciculture  at  the  Royal  Aquarium.  In  this  cmnection 
I  am  convinced  I  have  done  right  by  associating  with  th^ 
project  several  prominent  pisciculturists,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  say  that  Herr  S.  JatfC',  Colonel  Custance. 
Thomas  Ford,  T.  Valentine  Corrie,  Messrs.  Andrews  and 
Andrews,  and  Walter  L.  Brind,  have  already  been  good 
enough  to  promise  me  their  help,  and  that  I  am  in  favour- 
able communication  with  several  others.  These  gentlemen 
will  meet,  when  necessary,  as  a  council  of  advice,  in  order, 
for  the  present,  to  insure  the  success  of  the  Pisciculturab 
Section  at  the  1898  Fisheries.— Yours,  &c., 

Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

[Mr.  Shrubsole  informs  us  that  there  is  a  hospital' 
for  "piscine  patients"  in  connection  with  the  Royal 
Aquarium.  This  loots  ominous,  but  from  previous 
experience  we  should  also  recommend  a  cemetery. — Ed.  j 


RB-STOCKING— INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Sir, — It  would  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  learn  through 
your  columns  the  expei-ience  of  those  gentlemen  who  have 
purchased  Sai«io  irideus  for  introduction  into  large  waters 
similar  to  the  Thames. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  fish  as  supplied  from" 
the  fisheries,  and  as  delivered  to  the  scenes  cf  re-stocking, 
are  very  excellent,  the  numerous  testimonials  in  their 
favour  sufficiently  prove  that  ;  but  what  I  require  is 
knowledge  of  their  history  and  habits  after  introductioii 
into  new  waters— pxrticularly  rivers,  and  up  to  the  period 
when  they  attain  the  weight  of  51b.  to  81b.  or  more.  I' 
would  much  appreciate  such  information  gathered  from 
actual  experience,  and  doubtless  it  would  interest  many' 
other  readers. — I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  Edward  Hobbs 
(Hon.  Sec.  Henley  Fisheries  Preservation  Association). 

[We  gave  an  account  of  the  stocking  New  Zeal  nJ 
rivers  with  rainbow  trout  recently.  As  far  as  this  country 
is  concerned,  we  do  not  think  that  stocking  large  rivers 
has  been  attempted. — Ed  J 


THE  WEEVER. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  issue  I  am  made  to  say  that 
there  is  "  some  discussion  as  to  whether  this  fish 
{Trachinus  draco)  will  sting  when  dead."  May  I  say 
there  is  no  doubt  with  me  on  the  point,  the  doubt  is  wi  h 
those  who  have  never  carefully  examined  the  fish. 
Certainly  it  will  sting  when  dead,  as  the  most  superficixl 
examination  of  his  spines  will  show. — Yours,  &c., 

_____  C.  HrssEY. 

FISHING  AT  ELSTREB  AND  RUISLTP 
RESERVOIRS. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you  be  so  kind  as  to  answer  the 
following  questions  through  the  columns  of  your  valuable 
paper : 

1.  Can  I  obtain  a  day's  fishing  for  pike  at  Elstree  or 
Ruislip  Reservoirs  ?     '  . 

2.  If  so,  what  is  the  charge  at  (1)  and  (2)  ? 

3.  Can  I  fish  from  the  bank  ? 

Hoping  that  you  can  find  space  to  answer  these  in  your 
next. — Yours,  &c.,  Colin  Campbbll 

[You  can  fish  Elstrea  Reservoir  for  2s.  6d.  per  day 
(from  the  bank).  For  a  boat  2s.  6d.  per  day  is  charged 
extra.  The  fishing  at  Ruislip  is  in  private  hands,  and  can 
only  be  obtained  by  taking  an  annual  ticket.  Str;c  ly 
limited.— Ed.]   


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  of  piscatorial  fatemts  is  specially 
compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  the  Invei  tors' 
Medium,  Limited,  76,  Ghancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  who 
will  answer  all  inquiries  respecting  the  protection  of 
inventions  free  of  charge  to  our  readers : 
28,123.    James  William  Pearson  and  William  John 
Wood,  of  London,  "  For  improvements  in  or 
relating  to  trawl  nets." 
28,128.    Charles     August      Bracklo      and  _  Enrico 
D'Ambrosio,  of    London,   "  For  improve- 
ments in  fish  hooks." 
28,224.    Francis  Ida  Martin,  WiUiam  McKendree  Jtnne, 
and  Benjamin  B.  Van  Deusen,  of  London, 
"  For  improvements  in  fishing  reels." 
28,557.    George  Oliver,  Thomas  Blease,  and  Christopher 
Norfolk,  of  Li  ndon,  "  For  improvements  in, 
or  connected  with,  the  bridles  and  warps  of 
trawl  or  the  like  fishing  gear." 
28,659.    Alexander  Kay,  of  Glasgow,  "  Improvements 
in,  or  relating  to,  net  spreaders  for  trawl 
fishing." 


The  End  of  tbe  Centcuy  draws  near,  and  somehow  the  fact 
irapresBes  one  and  makes  one  thii.k.  On  the  threshold,  as  it 
were,  of  the  tweinieth  century,  we  pause  and  take  a  glance  back 
over  the  years  that  are  gune.  How  much  has  happened  during 
this  now  dying  century!  What  wonders  have  lieen  given  to  the 
world  !  Tbe  power  ai  d  use  <  f  stf  am.  the  electric  telegraph— the£r 
f  nd  many  others  are  the  discoveries  of  the  nmeteenth  century. 
But  tbat  whieh  will  cau^  the  closing  century  to  stand  out  above 
all  that  have  gone  before  and  all  that  are  to  come,  is  the  fact  that 
in  Its  earlier  half  was  discovered  a  priceless  blessing  to  mankiui-y 
those  universal  remedies — Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment. 


jAIfTJART  8,  1898J 
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MEN  I  HAVE  FISHED  WITH.* 


Mr.  Fred  Mather,  the  veteran  soldier,  sports- 
man, and  pisciculturist,  has  contributed  to  Forest 
and  Stream  during  the  past  eighteen  months  a 
series  of  papers  under  the  title,  "  Men  I  Have 
Fished  With."  Twenty-four  of  these  articles 
have  been  reprinted  and  published  by  the  Forest 
and  Stream  Publishing  Company  in  a  handsome 
volume,  which  I  can  heartily  recommend  to  all 
lovers  of  the  rod  and  gun.  Few  men  can  boast 
such  an  extended  and  varied  experience  of 
sport  and  sportsmen  as  Mr.  Mather,  and  fewer 
still  have  the  power  to  interest  others  in  their 
reminiscences,  and  reproduce  from  memory  such 
vivid  pictures  from  forest  and  stream  as  are  given 
in  this  volume. 

Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have 
pleasant  recollections  of  that  prince  of  anglers 
and  good  fellows,  the  late  Reuben  Wood,  who 
was  over  here  in  1883,  in  connection  'with  the 
great  International  Fisheries  Exhibition.  Mr. 
Mather  tells  us  that  it  was  his  good  fortune  to 
have  "  Uncle  Reub  "  as  his  instructor  in  the  art 
of  angling  in  earliest  boyhood.    "  We  were  both 


*  Men  I  Have  Fished  With.  Sketches  of  Character 
and  Incident  with  Rod  and  Gnn.  By  Fred  Mather. 
With  Portraits.  New  York:  Forest  and  Stream  Pub- 
lishing Company.  London  :  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and 
Co.,  Ltd.    Price  IO3.  6d. 


bom,"  he  says,  "in  the  then  small  village  of 
Greenbush  (opposite  Albany),  he  in  December, 
1822,  and  I  eleven  years  later,"  and  he  gives  an 
interesting  account  of  his  old  friend  in  his  opening 
chapter,  from  which  I  give  a  few  extracts. 

"  There  are  men  who  never  could  have  been  boys — 
engaged  in  boyish  sport  and  had  a  boy's  thoughts. 
Everyone  has  known  such  men.  Men  who  must  have 
been  at  least  fifty  years  old  when  they  were  born — if  that 
event  ever  happened  to  them — and  have  no  sort  of  sym- 
pathy for  a  boy  nor  his  ways ;  crusty  old  curmudgeons, 
who  never  burned  their  fingers  with  a  firecracker,  or 


much  solicitation  he  agreed  to  let  me  in  the  party  next 
day — Bruin  and  me.  Now,  Bruin  was  a  big  Newfound- 
land dog  belonging  to  my  father,  which  Reub  had  taught 
to  pick  me  up  whenever  he  said,  '  Bruin,  go  fetch  Fred,' 
no  matter  what  screams,  kicks,  and  protests  bis  burden 
made,  and  this  was  one  of  Reub's  iokes  wLich  I  failed  to 
appreciate. 

"  We  started,  Bruin  and  I,  in  high  glee.  Reub  cut 
some  poles,  rigged  the  lines,  floats,  and  hoi  ks,  and  put  on 
the  worms,  and  he  soon  had  a  perch,  a  monster  it  seemed 
then  and  does  yet,  while  the  sunfish  th-t  tried  to  run 
away  with  my  float,  and  which  Reub  help  to  land,  probably 
weighed  more  than  the  grocer's  scales  could  tell ;  it  must 
have  been  as  big  as  100  modern  ones,  and  Reub  said  '  it 


THE  LATE  REUBEN  WOOD. 


played  hookey  from  school  to  go  a-fishing.  They  may  be 
very  endurable  in  a  business  way,  but  are  of  no  possible 
use  as  fishing  companions.  I  speak  by  the  card,  for  I've 
been  io  the  woods  with  them. 

"  Reubtn  Wood  was  a  boy,  and  was  one  as  long  as  he 
lived.  We  wpr^  boys  together,  he  being  a  big  boy  when  I 
was  but  a  little  one  ;  he  was  at  our  house  a  great  dpal, 
and  is  among  the  earliest  of  memoiies.  He  was  'Reub' 
all  through  life  to  all  his  familiars,  and  they  were  many. 

"  It  was  a  summer's  day,  and  I  was  some  six  or  eight 
summers'  old,  when  Reub  came  down  the  street  with  some 
fish  that  he  had  caught  in  the  stream,  then  the  noithern 
boundary  of  the  village,  but  now  in  it  and  Ashless.  After 


was  as  big  as  a  piece  of  chalk.'  Su  h  was  my  first 
experience  in  angling,  as  clear  in  my  memory  as  if  only  a 
week  ago." 

That  remark  of  Uncle  Reub's  reminds  me  of 
the  amusement  with  which  some  of  the  members 
of  the  old  Hungerford  Club,  to  whom  I  had 
introduced  him,  listened  to  his  fish  stories  ;  if  you 
asked  him  at  the  end  of  some  tale  of  a  wonderful 
capture  how  big  the  fish  was.  Uncle  R.  would 
look  at  you  with  a  merry  t-winkle  and  say,  ••  as  big 
as  a  lump  of  chalk  I  " 
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Mr.  Mather  gives  a  pleasant  account  of  his  old 
friend  and  his  prowess  with  the  fishing  rod,  an 
exhibition  of  which  he  gave  us  at  one  of  the  fly 
casting  tournaments  at  the  Welsh  Harp,  when  he 
took  first  prize  both  in  the  salmon  and  trout  rod 
competitions.  He  died  very  suddenly  at  his  home 
in  Syracuse,  on  Feb.  16,  1884,  and  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  Mr.  Mather  thought  some  words  I  wrote 
about  him  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  the  time  worth 
reproducing  in  his  book. 

The  result  of  their  first  fishing  expedition  was 
that  "  Fred,"  who  had  gone  after  a  turtle  on  a 
log,  slipped  off  into  the  stream,  and  was  rescued 
by  "Reub.'"  "The  last  time  I  met  him,"  says 
Mr.  Mather,  "he  refeirred  to  our  first  fishing 
experience  by  saying :  *  Fred,  are  you  catching 
many  turtles  now  ?  '  And  the  answer  was  :  '  No, 
Reub,  it  keeps  me  busy  watching  wood  ducks 
light  upon  the  trees.' "  This  was  playing  off  an 
old  joke  the  boys  had  with  Reuben,  who,  in  the 
innocence  of  youth,  had  gone  after  some  ducks 
they  told  him  were  "  settled  on  a  tree." 

One  of  the  men  Mr.  Mather  has  fished  with 
was  old  Billy  Bishop,  who  was  a  past  master  at 
playing  the  fiddle  at  dances  and  bobbing  for  eels. 
Old  Billy  was  a  great  believer  in  spooks._  On  one 
occasion,  when  they  were  out  eel  bobbing,  some 
bats  circled  about  after  insects. 

"  Billy  told  me  that  they  could  be  ciuglit  if  I  threw  up 
my  cap  and  sail,  '  Bat,  bat,  come  into  my  hat,  atd  I'll 
give  you  a  pound  of  cheese.'  There  was  no  room  in  the 
boat  to  do  this,  but  I  tried  it  after,  and  didn't  get  any 
bats.  A  large  bird  flew  over  our  heads  with  slow  and 
noiseless  flaps,  and  Billy  said  something  in  Dutch. 
'  What  was  that  ?  '  I  asked.  '  They're  bad,  them  things 
that  fly  at  night  a-making  no  noise,  an'  I  doan'  like  'em,' 
and  he  took  a  lit*le  medicine  for  his  lungs.  The  moon,  a 
few  days  past  the  full,  came  up  slowly  just  south  of  the 
spook-house  barn,  and  Billy  said  if  a  bat  flew  across  its 
face  I  must  say  : 

'  Hookum,  skookum, 
Eollicum  kookum, 
Holliche  bolliche, 
Baniche  spookum.' 
"  Ef  you  dcu't,"  said  he,  "you'll  go  blind  on  the  side 
next  the  moon." 

Debw  the  Line  at  Bobolinks. 
There  is  account  in  another  chapter  of  another 
queer  old  character,  Port  Tyler,  who  was  a 
sort  of  jack  of  all  trades,  and  shot  game  for  ^he 
market  in  the  season.  Port  admitted  that  he 
shot  most  things  in  the  way  of  birds  that  he 
came  across,  but  he  drew  the  line  at  bobolinks. 

"I've  shot  blackbirds  and  snowbirds  for  market and 
while  I  was  a-shootin'  em  I  thought  it  was  small  business 
compared  to  shootin'  quail,  pa'tridgo,  an'  rabbits  ;  but 
when  it  comes  to  shootin'  bobolinks,  which  makes  the 
medders  ring  with  song  in  the  spring,  I'll  be  durned  if  I 
do  it !  You've  often  seen  a  he  bobolink  fly  towards  his 
mate  an'  then  set  his  wings  all  a-tremble  as  he  told  her  she 
■was  the  bast  she  bobolink  he  ever  see— and  the  music ! 
I've  often  sot  and  listened  to  him  when  I  ought  to  be 
goin'  on  to  my  herrin'  nets  in  the  spring.  I  ain't  a-goin' 
to  shoot  him.  I'd  rather  hear  him  sing,  an'  besides,  he's 
too  smaU  to  eat." 

"It  is  not  all  of  Fishing  to  Fish." 
I  always  thought  that  Dr.  Prime,  author  of  "  I 
Go  a  Fishing"  was  the  author  of  the  saying  "  It  is 
not  all  of  fishing  to  fish,"  but  I  see  Mr.  Mather 
credits  it  to  George  Dawson,  a  prorninent 
American  journalist,  who  was  born  at  Falkirk,  in 
Scotland,  in  1813,  and  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  America  five  years  later.' 

There  are  many  touches  in  this  book  which 
show  that  the  English  and  American  country 
l3oy  are  not  cousins  in  name  only,  and  there  are 
many  bits  which  would  please  the  "Amateur 
Angler,"  such  as  the  fight  between  the  boys  and 
the  wounded  crane,  heron  Mr.  Mather  calls  it,  but 
the  boys  called  it  a  "  crane,"  and  so  do  Shropshire 
boys,  or  did  when  I  hunted  cranes  with  them 
thirty  years  ago.  Then  there  was  that  flash  of 
lightning  which  "  Fred  "  saw  shoot  up  from  the 
ground,  and  Port  Tyler's  patent  dodge,  with  no 
patent  on  it,  for  putting  eyed  eel  hooks  on  a  snood 
with  a  knot  above  the  eye  and  one  below,  "  which 
prevented  an  eel  from  untwisting  the  snood  and 
breaking  it  strand  by  strand,  merely  turning  the 
hook  as  if  on  a  swivel." 

How  to  Carry  Matches. 
Another  of  Port  Tyler's  patents  was  his  dodge 
for  making  sure  of  a  dry  match.  Said  Port  : 
"  You  don't  never  want  to  go  a  '  shootin'  nur 
a-fishin' '  with  yer  matches  loose  in  yer  pocket,  nur 
in  one  o'  them  metal  match  boxes  ;  they  leak,  an' 
if  ye  get  caught  in  a  rain,  or  tumble  in  the  crick, 
yer  matches  are  all  wet  when  you  want  'em  most." 


Port's  plan  was  to  carry  them  in  a  tightly  corked 
little  bottle. 

There  are  many  other  interesting  chapters  in 
this  capital  book,  but  perhaps  the  best  of  all  are 
the  three  in  which  Mr.  Mather  describes  his 
adventures  with  a  French-Canadian  trapper,  old 
Antoine  Gardapee,  with  whom  he  spent  a  winter 
in  the  wilds  of  the  Bad  Ox  country— it  is  one  of 
the  best,  pictures  of  wild  life  in  the  backwoods 
that  I  ever  read— expanded  and  well  illustrated  it 
would  make  a  rattling  boy's  book,  and  "  Fred" 
will  agree  with  me  that  there's  work  worthy  the 
best  writer's  pen  in  a  book  for  the  boys. 

Readers  of  this  book  will,  I  am  sure,  join  with 
me  in  hoping  that  it  may  be  so  successful  as  to 
induce  the  piiblishers  to  make  another  out  of  the 
remainder  of  the  series,  for  Mr.  Mather's  store  of 
reminiscences  is  like  the  widow's  cruse  of  oil — 
ever  fresh  and  full.  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  KELT. 


As  soon  as  the  fish  parts  with  the  last  of  its  roe 
it  passes  into  the  category  of  the  kelt,  and,  as  a 
spent  or  foul  fish,  falls  under  special  protection  of 
the  State.  It  is  no  longer  the  property  of  the 
angling  lessee  or  proprietor  whose  waters  it  may 
then  be  swimming  in,  and  if  by  chance  it  gets 
hooked  it  must  be  returned  again  to  the  river. 
There  are  kelts  and  kelts,  and  the  difference 
between  a  good  kelt  and  a  bad  kelt  will  depend 
mainly  on  the  lime  it  has  been  sojourning  m 
fresh  water.  The  kelt  which  came  up  during  the 
summer,  and  has  been  lying  in  the  upper  pools 
for  some  months,  will  be  quite  a  different  fash 
from  the  kelt  which  came  up  in  October  and  has 
iust  spawned.  In  fact,  the  latter  is  hardly  kelt  at 
all  while  the  former  is  decidedly  kelt  in  form, 
colour,  flesh,  and  edible  qualities,  and  as  such  will 
be  detected  at  a  glance.  As  a  rule  salmon  fishers 
never  get  kelts  in  their  sea  nets.  That  is, 
they  are  all  clean  fish  to  them  as  soon 
as  they  pass  into  the  briny.  Of  course 
this  is  sheer  nonsense,  as  kelts  require 
a  reasonable  time  to  recover,  and  so  is 
still  as  much  a  kelt  for  the  first  few  days  in 
the  sea  as  it  was  in  the  river.  Many  lessees  ot 
salmon  fishings  instruct  their  men  to  be  on  the 
look-out  for  kelt,  and  to  return  them.  Of  course 
this  must  be  done  at  river  stations,  where  the 
kelt  is  more  in  evidence  than  the  clean  fish ;  but 
at  the  sea  stations  they  are  not  so  very  particular, 
and  in  fact,  seldom  make  any  distinction,  boxing 
up  all  the  fish  as  clean,  although  they  are  often 
pretty  mixed.  Our  inspectors,  however,  are 
Setting  more  and  more  abreast  of  their  work 
and  are  able  to  spot  these  as  kelts  when  exposed 
on  the  market  slabs.  . 

Very  often  the  unsuspecting  are  victimised, 
and  imagine  they  are  having  a  cutlet  of  clean 
salmon,  when  all  the  time  they  are  feasting  on 
kelt  Unscrupulous  dealers  often  pass  off  kelt  in 
this  manner  upon  chance  or  green  customers,  and 
o-loat  over  the  job  We  knew  of  a  lady  who  came 
from  Liverpool  to  Aberdeen  every  summer,  and 
who  usually  wrote  to  a  fish  dealer  in  the  Aberdeen 
New  Market  to  have  a  salmon  ready  for  her  to 
take  south  with  her.  She  got  it  2d.  per  lb.  cheaper 
than  the  current  retail  price,  and  this  was  some- 
thing most  acceptable  to  her  parsimonious  souJ. 

She  never  dreaded  it  was  kelt  she  was  bearing 
south  with  her,  but  had  a  hazy  notion  that  the 
fish  was  poached  or  come  at  in  some  way  or 
another  out  of  the  ordinary  run  ;  but  as  it  was 
2d  the  lb.  cheaper  she  asked  no  questions,  and 
so  continued  for  years  to  have  her  annual  kelt 
packed  up  in  the  back  shop,  and  placed  amongst 
her  luo'gao'e,  so  as  to  make  douhly  certain  ot  iio 
interference  on  the  part  of  any  inquisitive  in- 
spector were  it  being  despatched  after  any  other 
fashion.  She  once  confided  to  us  that  slie  got  a 
bitof  cheapfish  inAberdeen-poached— of  course, 
with  a  wink ;  and  on  our  viewing  the  fash  on  the 
last  occasion,  and  declaring  its  true  colours  as 
kelt  of  the  first  water,  we  half  suspect  that  she 
very  much  doubted  our  authority,  and  at  least 
did  not  seem  very  much  gratified  at  our  kindness 
in  exposing  the  deception.  But  we  have  been 
served  with  kelt  in  railway  refreshment  rooms 
more  than  once;  and,  on  pointing  out  the  true 
character  of  the  fish,  been  laughed  at  by  the 
attendant  waiters,  and  caUed  upon  to  stump  up 
our  last  farthing  of  the  price,  which  we  once  had 


to  do  on  the  threat  of  not  getting  a  drop  to 
drink  or  a  bite  to  eat  otherwise,  and,  of  course, 
could  hold  the  fort  against  an  empty  stomach. 

Salmon  deteriorate  from  the  time  they  enter 
fresh  water  till  they  again  mix  in  the  briny. 
When  they  are  late  up  in  autumn  and  late  on  the 
redds,  they  will  be  what  are  commonly  termed 
good  kelts.  There  is  practically  little  difference 
between  the  kelt  stage  and  the  clean  stage  then, 
as  far  as  the  edible  qualities  of  fish  are  concerned, 
and  we  have  often  heard  the  remark  passed  by 
anglers  of  considerable  experience  that  they  would 
rather  prefer  a  kelt  after  this  kind  than  many  a 
clean  fish.  In  our  earlier  years  we  were  regularly 
fed  on  these  fish,  which  were  knocked  on  the  head 
and  fell  as  a  perquisite  to  the  keeper  for  dis- 
tribution among  his  angling  friends.  In  after 
years,  when  the  law  relating  to  foul  fish  became 
more  strict,  and  was  enforced  by  the  presence  of 
the  bailiff,  we  often  ran  the  risk  of  leaving  a  good 
kelt  within  easy  reach  of  the  sexton,  the  floater, 
and  even  the  policeman  himself,  who  had  a  right 
royal  feed  once  or  twice  at  least  during  the  spring 
and  early  summer  which  would  not  otherwise 
have  fallen  to  their  lot.  Instead  of  any  bad 
effects  arising,  I  had  every  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving, and  it  was  all  the  other  way  about. 

When  all  were  fish  that  came  to  the  fly  in  thg 
good  old  days,  fishermen  on  the  Dee  were  paid  at 
the  rate  of  3d.  per  lb.  for  kelt  or  spent  fish,  and 
Is.  the  lb.  for  clean  fish.  In  those  days  hotel 
keepers  and  farmers  had  the  rights  of  salmon 
fishing,  and  as  they  could  not  or  did  not  fish 
themselves,  the  above  rates  were  usually  paid  to 
those  who  fished  for  them.  The  fact  of"  only 
3d.  the  lb.  being  paid  for  kelt  showed  that  they 
were  not  in  great  demand,  and  yet  old  Gill  has 
told  us  that  he  often  cleared  10s.  a  day  on  kelt 
alone  ;  and  we  easily  believed  him. 

The  silver  kelt  is  a  slimy  worthless  brute,  and 
on  no  consideration  whatsoever  should  be 
touched.  Of  course,  no  kelt,  silver  or  otherwise, 
can  legally  be  touched,  i.e.,  killed;  but _  where 
there  might  be  some  reasonable  justification  for 
putting  forward  a  claim  to  a  good  kelt.  as  being 
wholesome  food,  and  an  acceptable  bite  to  a 
working  man  with  a  large  family,  the  same  will 
not  hold  good  with  regard  to  the  silver  kelt, 
although  it  may  be  as  well  mended  as  any  kelt 
that  ever  swam  among  or  feasted  upon  salmon 
parr,  and  fattened  on  its  own  kith  and  kin.  _ 

There  are  those  who  advocate  the  kilhng  of 
the  silver  kelt  from  an  economical  point  of  view. 
They  live  for  the  most  part  on  salmon  parr,  and 
so  do  a  great  deal  of  destruction  on  their  way  to 
the  sea.  This  no  doubt  is  true.  But  pike,  trout, 
eels,  and  all  other  fresh  water  denizens  also  make 
a  meal  on  the  salmon  parr  when  he  comes  then- 
way  and  no  doubt  nature  has  provided  for  this 
in  the  vast  shoals  of  fry  and  parr  which  are 
annually  reared.  Again,  a  silver  kelt  of,  say,  61b. 
will  return  a  fresh  run  salmon  of  about  double 
that  weight  a  few  months  later  on.  We  do  not 
mean  to  be  particular  to  an  ounce,  but  we  think 
it  a  greater  loss  to  lose  a  well  matured  brood  fash 
of  101b.  or  12lb.,  able  to  afford  the  keenest  of 
sport  when  he  comes  into  the  river'  again,  than  a 
few  hundreds  of  parr,  which  have  got  all  the 
battle  of  life  before  them,  which  he  may  be 
supposed  to  live  on  daring  his  previous  descent 
to  the  sea.  We  go  in  for  the  protection  of  the 
kelt  in  all  its  stages,  and  would  gladly  see  the  use 
of  the  gaff  prohibited  entirely  on  all  our  salmon 
rivers  till  the  month  of  May,  at  least. 

A«am,  a  few  coalfish  will  do  more  damage  to  a 
shoal  of  salmon  parr  or  smolts  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  in  a  few  days  feeding  on  them  than 
what  may  happen  to  them  on  their  way  down,  it 
anything  could  be  done  to  net  and  kill  off  a  few 
thousands  of  these  coal  fish  during  the  thick  of 
the  smolt  migration,  then  there  would  be  a  decided 
saving ;  but  spare  the  kelt,  even  at  the  expense  ot 
the  few  smolts  he  may  be  tempted  to  prey  upon 
to  prevent  actual  starvation,  is  the  cry  we 
unhesitatingly  put  forth  as  the  almost  universal 
opinion  of  those  who  love  the  salmon  most 


Mr  M  Gunn,  when  fishing  in  the  Mole  last 
week  for  perch,  used  minnows  as  bait,  and  on 
inspecting  the  latter  after  he  had  had  a  "  knock, 
was  sm-prised  to  find  that  instead  of  a  minnow  he 
had  impaled  a  small  trout,  which  had  been  caught 
when  netting  minnows. 
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KOACHING  IN  THICK  WATER. 


By  F.  H.  Amphlett. 
It  has  struck  me  as  being  an  appropriate  time 
to  give  to  the  young  beginner  a  few  hints  con- 
cerning reaching  in  thick  water,  such  as  we  have 
with  most  rivei-s  at  the  present  time.  This  is 
essentially  the  occasion  when  bank  anglers  obtain 
the  best  sport,  the  eddies  and  lajbjes  being  fished 
in  preference  to  other  parts  of  the  river.  At 
times  the  stream  f3ows  gently  along  close  to  over- 
hanging banks,  and  fish  also  congregate  there  in 
order  to  snap  up  any  unconsidered  trifles  which 
mny  pass  that  way.  It  does  not  follow,  however, 
that  when  the  river  is  high  and  discoloured  sport 
is  certain  to  be  obtained,  because  the  river  can 
get  too  discoloured  to  afford  general  sport.  But 
even  when  the  river  is  in  this  latter  condition,  and 
the  angler  himself  knows  it,  he  sometimes  feels 
unable  to  resist  the  temptation  of  trying  his  kick. 
It  is  a  day's  outing,  at  any  rate. 

The  best  method  of  fishing  under  these  con- 
ditions is  to  fish  within  Gin.  of  the  bank,  and  in 
fairly  shallow  water.  Use  float  tackle,  with  the 
shots  placed  on  the  line  immediately  above  the 
gut  length  of  the  hook,  with  an  additional  small 
shot  half-way  down  the  latter ;  or  use  a  float  with 
a  light  bullet  or  a  series  of  shots  (in  lieu  of  a 
bullet),  and  ledger  with  the  float — otherwise  known 
as  tight  corking — or  ledger  without  the  float. 

By  adopting  the  first  method,  which  is  simple 
float  fishing,  it  is  best  to  journey  up  the  river, 
Carrying  only  one  rod,  a  light  basket,  and  a  small 
stool,  the  latter  to  be  used  principally  when  the 
tackle  is  changed  for  ledgering.  The  small  red 
worm  is  invariably  a  better  bait  than  the  brand- 
ling, and  when  used  it  is  preferable  to  break  this 
small  worm  in  half,  using  the  tail  end  only,  and 
dropping  the  other  end  into  the  water.  The 
angler  should  stand  well  upstream  and  fish  down. 
That  is  to  say,  having  selected  an  eddy,  he  should 
not  approach  nearer  to  it  than  five  or  six  yards, 
especially  if  he  has  fished  the  river  before  and 
knows  the  comparative  depth  (if  the  angler  is 
fishing  close  np  to  the  bank,  it  is  probable 'that 
the  depth  will  be  about  1ft. ).  The  float  is  placed  a 
foot  above  the  hook,  at  a  rough  guess,  and  cast  out 
so  as  to  catch  the  stream.  When  it  ai-rives  at  the 
head  of  the  eddy,  the  line  should  be  kept  tight, 
and  the  action  of  the  stream  will  draw  the  float 
into  the  eddy,  where  it  will,  if  the  float  is  fixed  at 
the  right  depth,  swim  over  the  desired  and  likely 
spot.  If,  however,  the  bait  catches  in  the  bottom, 
the  float  should  be  lowered,  and  the  operation 
resumed.  Should  the  eddy  be  a  small  one,  it 
should  be  fished  for  five  or  six  minutes,  and  the 
probability  is  that  only  one  or  two  fish  will  be 
taken  from  it.  The  angler  then  resumes  his 
walk  downstream  until  he  meets  with  the  next 
eddy,  fishing  it  in  the  same  manner. 

If  he  should  come  across  a  larger  eddy,  then 
Le  may  open  his  stool  and  take  a  seat,  trying  the 
float  with  a  worm,  and,  if  unsuccessful  with  this, 
he  may  throw  in  some  ground-bait,  and  fish  with 
either  paste,  bread  cubes,  or  gentles.  For  the 
Thames  bread  cubes  are  often  the  best.  The 
cubes  seem  to  swim  naturallj  with  every  action  of 
the  eddy,  whereas  paste  on  float  tackle  hangs 
heavier,  and  does  not  answer  to  the  action  of  the 
water.  But  for  ledgering,  paste  is  often  the  best. 
Put  on  a  piece  about  the  size  of  a  large  pill, 
squeezed  pear-shaped,  to  cover  the  shank  of  the 
hook  ;  and  two  hooks  may  be  used,  one  being  fixed 
higher  than  the  other.  It  some  times  happens  that 
float  fishing  is  the  best  ia  Urge  eddies,  bat  if 
this  should  not  be  found  effective,  the  next  best 
method  to  pursue  is  tight  cm  king.  The  bait  is 
thrown  slightly  out  over  the  eddy,  and  about 
two  yards  of  line  let  off  the  end  of  the  rod,  in 
addition  to  a  yard  of  gut  with  the  hook  length. 
The  angler  seated  at  the  top  of  the  eddy  has  thus 
full  control  over  his  tackle.  Casting  out  in  front 
of  him  into  the  deeper  water,  the  float  swims 
down,  and  when  it  has  reached  the  desirable  spot 
and  worked  into  the  eddy,  wind  up  a  few  inches  of 
line,  and  hold  the  rod  perfectly  still.  By  winding 
up  a  little  line  you  can  be  sure  tha.t  the  bait  is 
weU  behind  the  float. 

Very  often,  when  long  corking,  it  is  necessary 
to  wait  some  time  befoi-e  there  is  a  "  knock,"  but 
there  is  usually  this  recompense,  that  long 
corking,  generally,  is  a  method  by  which  the 
largest  fish  are  obtained.  Tight  corking  is  quite 
an  art,  far  more  difiicult  than  swimming  a  float, 
and  I  well  remember  the  first  time  that  I  adopted 
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this  method,  for  it  turned  out  to  be  nearly  a 
fai'ure.  I  had  no  bites  for  fully  half  a  day,  and 
began  to  think  that  the  fish  never  took  the  float 
under  the  water  when  they  took  the  bait.  This, 
however,  is  erroneous,  for  although  fish  bite 
quietly  in  clear  water,  they  give  a  smart  tug  when 
they  find  the  bait  in  coloured  watir,  pulling  the 
float  well  under.  The  angler  should  strike 
quickly,  and  turn  the  fish  well  out  of  the  eddy. 
The  quiet  water  will  nob  then  be  disturbed,  and  a 
large  fish  can  be  drowned  easier  and  quicker  in  the 
stream. 

In  ledgering  with  a  light  bullet,  the  rod  can  be 
laid  on  the  ground  or  in  the  rests,  but  the 
angler  should  be  ever  on  the  alert,  in  case 
a  bite  is  detected  by  the  point  cf  the  rod 
being  jerked,  and  the  fish  should  be  struck 
instantly.  When  bank  fishing,  I  prefer  to  use 
the  Thames  punt  rod,  owing  to  its  lightness, 
and  working  the  line  in  the  Nottingham  style. 
After  a  day's  fishing  one  does  not  then  feel  at 
all  tired,  for  the  occasional  rests  on  the  stool  are 
a  luxury  after  a  lengthy  walk.  As  a  rule  I  stand 
up  when  float  fishing,  taking  a  seat  when  long 
corking  and  ledgering.  My  best  roach  last  year 
were  taken  in  flood  time  in  llin.  to  12in.  of 
water,  using  the  usual  mixture  of  bran  and  bread  as 
ground-bait,  and  small  cubes  of  bread  on  the  hook. 
But  in  order  to  show  the  effect  of  floating  with  the 
tail  of  a  small  red  worm  along  the  bank,  I  may  point 
out  that  last  week,  when  the  Thames  was 
exceedingly  discoloured,  a  bank  angler  caught 
forty-five  very  decent  roach  walking  from  Hamp- 
ton Court  to  Twickenham,  and  fishing  all  the 
eddies  on  his  way  down.  When  in  a  punt,  how- 
ever, and  fishing  the  slack  water  in  between  the 
boughs,  I  have  found  the  ordinary  ground-bait 
mixed  with  a  few  gentles,  thrown  in  spai-ingly, 
and  a  gentle  on  the  hook,  most  successful.  I  do 
not  believe  in  staying  very  long  at  one  eddy, 
provided  it  has  been  pi'operly  fished  and  afforded 
no  sport. 


THE  DAEENTH  IN  WINTER. 


Within  a  mile  of  Sevenoaks,  as  I  started  on 
a  walk  the  other  day,  some  fine  trout  were 
plainly  visible  from  the  road,  intently  occupied 
in  spawning  arrangements. 

There  were  four  fish,  three  of  about  lib.  each, 
and  one  smaller,  which  was  following  at  a 
respectful  distance.  Probably  the  larger  fish 
were  all  hens,  and  the  little  one  the  only  cock  fish. 

The  water  was  barely  deep  enough  to  cover 
them,  and  a  perfectly  clear,  rippling  stream.  It 
is  curious  to  note  the  contrast  between  the 
habits  of  these  fish  at  this  time  of  year  and 
those  which  distinguish  them  in  summer 

I  was  looking  over  a  little  bridge  downstream, 
and  the  trout,  working  upwards  towards  me, 
must  have  had  my  every  movement  plainly  in 
view.  Tet  they  did  not  seem  scared  till  quite 
close  under  the  bridge,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  their  siidden  disappearanc?  then  was 
due  to  my  presence.  It  may  have  been  merely 
a  love  freak,  such  as  many  creatures  indulge  in 
during  the  mating  season. 

Further  down,  the  stream  was  much  hampered 
in  places  by  the  ice,  but  there  were  many  beauti- 
ful spawning  shallows  quite  untenanted,  although 
clear  of  ice  and  in  capital  order. 

The  river  was  very  clear  in  most  places, 
though  full,  and  there  was  no  sign  of  pollution, 
except  that  the  water  just  below  Longford 
Mill  was  a  little  turbid.  It  looked  somewhat 
as  if  some  poaching  had  been  going  on,  and, 
indeed,  the  conditions  around  this  spot,  including 
limeworks,  brickfields,  and  the  attendant  cottages, 
are  rather  unfavourable  to  fish  life. 

Around  the  disu&ed  mill  near  Otford  the  water 
was  in  capital  order,  and  though  there  was  in  the 
air  a  distinctly  unwholesome  smell,  it  could  not 
have  been  caused  by  impru-ity  in  the  water. 

Through  Shoreham  Place,  and  down  to  the 
boundary  of  Sir  William  Hart-Dyke's  water,  the 
river  ran  clear,  with  occasional  patches  of  ice, 
but  the  lake  just  bslow  seemed  to  have  been 
frozen  very  lately. 

By  the  Plough  the  stream  rippled  as  merrily  as 
ever  in  the  sunlight,  and  will  look  pretty  once 
again  by  May,  when  the  willows,  pollarded  so 
mercilessly  last  year,  have  thrown  out  their  fresh 
shoots. 

I  saw  but  few  fish  below  Otford,  but  doubtless 


21 


the  river  is  nearly  as  full  of  them  as  ever,  and  on 
tie  opening  day,  at  Farningham,  some  three 
months  hence,  sport,  if  weather  only  favours,  will 
not  be  wanting. 

Meanwhile,  those  who  do  not  hunt  or  shoot 
must  exercise  the  only  virtue  that  anglers  are 
allowed  to  possess.  J.  P.  T. 


THE  HABITANT.* 


In  his  preface  to  this  most  charmingly  written 
little  volume.  Dr.  Drummond  says  : 

"  In  presenting  to  the  public  '  The  Habitant 
and  other  French-Canadian  Poems,'  I  feel  that 
my  friends  who  are  already',  more  or  less,  familiar 
with  the  work,  understand  that  I  have  not  written 
the  verses  as  example  of  a  dialect  or  with  any 
thought  of  ridicule. 

"  Having  lived  practically  all  my  life  side  by 
side  with  the  French-Canadian  people,  I  have 
grown  to  admire  and  love  them,  and  I  have  felt 
that  while  many  of  the  English-speaking  public 
know  perhaps  as  well  as  myself  the  French- 
Canadian  of  the  cities,  yet  they  have  had  little 
opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
habitant,  therefore  I  have  endeavoured  to  paint  a 
few  types,  and  in  doing  this  it  has  seemed  to  me 
that  I  could  best  attain  the  object  in  view  by 
having  my  friends  tell  their  own  tales  in  their 
own  way,  as  they  would  relate  them  to  English- 
speaking  auditors  not  conversant  with  the  French 
tongue." 

It  is  impossible  to  read  these  breezy  little 
poems,  each  a  picture  of  some  phase  of  French- 
Canadian  life,  without  feeling  great  interest  in 
our  very  loyal  French  fellow-subjects  in  Canada, 
for,  as  Dr.  Louis  Frechette,  the  French  Poet- 
Laureate,  says,  in  his  introduction  to  the  work  : 

"  Dans  son  etude  des  Canadiens-fran(;ais,  M. 
Drummond  a  trouve  le  moyen  d'eviter  un  ecueil 
qui  aurait  sembld  inevitable  pour  tout  autre  que 
pourlui.  II  est  reste  vrai,  sans  tomber  dans  la 
vulgarite,  et  piquant,  sans  verser  dans  le  gi'O- 
tesque.  ...  II  a  veritablement  fait  la  ceuvre 
de  poete  et  d'artiste." 

The  illustrations  are  very  much  above  the 
average  of  book  illustrations.  We  should  like  to 
quote  some  of  Dr.  Drummond's  descriptions  of 
the  habitant's  life  as  guide  in  the  woods,  daring 
voyageur  on  the  great  rivers,  or  in  that  home  life 
to  which  he  is  so  much  attached,  but  have  only 
space  for  a  verse  or  two  from  the  poem  on  "  De 
Nice  Leetle  Canadienne  " : 

O  a'le's  quick  an'  she's  smart,  an'  got  plaintee  heart, 

If  Tou  know  correo'  way  go  about, 
An'  if  you  don't  know,  she  soon  tola  you  s), 

Den  tak'  de  firs'  chance  an'  get  out  ; 

But  if  she  love  you,  I  spikit  for  true, 

She  will  mak'  it  more  beautiful  den, 
An'  sun  on  de  sky  can't  shine  lak  de  eye 

Of  dat  nice  leetle  Canadienne. 


THE  SHEFFIELD  STYLE  IN  THE 
SOUTH. 


Lest  my  title  should  evoke  criticism,  I  would 
preface  this  article  by  saying  that  the  Sheffield 
Style,"  as  here  intended  to  be  understood,  is  not 
used  in  any  sense  that  need  be  construed  into  a 
desire  to  veil  our  true  parentage.  By  no  means  I 
I  do  not  think  that  any  Sheffielder  worild  deny 
that  he  fishes  in  the  Nottingham  style ;  he  would 
merely  claim  to  have  instituted  a  variation  of  that 
style  pre-eminently  suited  to  the  kind  of  water 
that  he  most  favours — the  sluggish  waters  of  the 
Lincolnshire  rivers  and  drains.  We  have  but 
adapted  our  parents'  ways  to  very  different  cir- 
cumstances ;  sufliciently  different,  however,  I  may 
add,  as  to  form  a  point  of  controversy.  Hence 
this  preamble. 

The  Sheffield  style  is  not  infrequently  referred 
to  by  writers  in  the  FhMng  Gazette,  but  I  do  not 
feel  quite  sure  that  it  is  really  understood  by 
readers  who  have  not  actually  seen  it  in  practice. 
I  will  give  a  few  figures  and  facts  to  make  the 
style  a  little  clearer.  I  have  just  taken  my  own 
tackle,  as  it  was  used  yesterday  in  a  Lincolnshire 
canal — no  matter  where — and  fixed  up  without 
alteration.  It  is  exactly  the  same  tackle  with 
which  I  fished  the  Lea  at  AVare  but  three  weeks 
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ago.    The  rod  consists  of  three  joints,  is  hollow  in 
the  butt,  where  it  carries  a  spare  top  joint,  is 
10ft.  6in.  in  length,  and  fitted  with  the  bridge  or 
tubular  ring  in  the  two  bottom  joints,  and  with 
snake  rings  and  special  tip  in  the  top  joint.    It  is 
one  of  Mr.  J.  Lee's,  of  Allen-street,  special  makes. 
The  reel  is  a  Si  in.  wooden  one  of  Mr.  Slater's,  with 
centre  pin  and  brass  back,  given  me  as  a  present 
some  time  ago,  and  has  since  been  my  constant 
companion  when  fishing.    It  is  fitted  on  the  rod 
14in.  from  the  butt,  this  peciiliarly  high  distance 
up  the  rod  being  characteristic  of  yoiir  genuine 
Sheffield  make,  and  being  due  to  the  rod  being 
handled  helow  the  reel,  with  the  forefinger  as  a 
check,  and  practically  the  whole  of  the  14in.  under 
the  arm,  giving  a   perfect  command  over  the 
weapon,  and  withal   a  neat  and  workmanlike 
appearance  to  the  angler  and  his  every  movement. 
The  line  is  a  silk  twist,  and  after  very  careful 
comparison,  appears  exactly  to  equal  in  thickness 
Clarke   and  Co.'s  Anchor  Cotton,  No.   150.  I 
would  particularly  draw  your  readers'  attention 
to  this,  and  ask  them  to  take  a  reel  of  cotton  and 
observe  how  extremely  fine  this  actually  is.  The 
float  is  a  crowquill  3iin.  long,  and  is  balanced  by 
a  single  small  shot  on  a  4sxxx  drawn  gut  bottom. 
The  full  weight  of  rod,  reel,  spare  top,  and  every- 
thing is  lib.  6oz.    This,  then,  is  the  Shefiielder's 
"toy,"  as  I  have  heard  it  called. 

With  this  kind  of  weapon  I  have  now  fished  in 
the  south  as  well  as  the  north.  In  the  south  for 
some  years  irregularly,  and  for  the  last  three 
years  regularly.  In  the  north  I  grew  up  with  it, 
as  might  be  expected,  though  not  a  Shefhelder  by 
birth.  Living  beside  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  frequented  waters  of  the  Sheffield  angler,  I 
have  seen  more  of  their  fishing  than  I  probably 
should  have  done  had  it  depended  upon  a  railway 
journey  to  the  water  side.  Under  these  favour- 
able circumstances,  I  have  spent  hours  watching 
the  best  experts  of  the  style  at  work,  and,  for  that 
matter,  have  fished  with  them  as  frequently.  I 
am  not  particularly  anxious  that  my  identity 
should  be  discovered,  so  will  refrain  fx-om  saying 
more  in  this  respect,  trusting  to  have  established 
my  right  to  speak  authoritatively  on  the  style. 

The  interest  of  this  article  I  take  it  will  lie  in 
the  effect  or  otherwise  of  the  short  rod  in  the 
southern  watei-s  as  compared  with  the  long  rod. 
To  put  the  question  so  is  to  give  it  the  form  of  a 
by  this  time  worn-out  controversy.    Avoiding  the 
argumentative  form,  however,  and  taking  the 
position  of  simple  statement  of  experience,  I  may 
say  that  the  Sheffield  style  has  much  in  its  favour 
for  such  waters  as  the  Lea,  the  Stort,  the  Mole, 
and  quiet  spots  like  some  of  those  rented  by  the 
Anglers'  Association.     These  can  all  be  fished 
with   a  crowquill   and  single  shot,  as  I  have 
proved.    I  do  not  say  that  with  a  push  of  water 
in  the  Lea,  for  instance,  a  single  shot  is  prac- 
ticable, for  that  would  be  absurd.    But  with  the 
normal  flow  of  water,  as,  for  instance,  that' at 
Cheshunt,  at  the  Rye  House,  or  at  Ware,  a  single 
shot  is  sufficient  and  effective.    And  here  let 
me   score  a  point  in  favour  of  the  crowquill. 
As     a     Saturday    fisherman,     and  therefore 
not,    perhaps,    perfectly    informed     on  the 
manipulation  cf   the  pole  as  wielded  by  your 
thoroughgoing   long   pole  man,  who  is  unable 
to  any  great  extent  to  go  a-fishing  on  any  other 
day  but  Sunday,  I  have  been  astounded  at  the 
amount   of  weight  that   in   my  experience  is 
invariably  used  without  any  consideration  what- 
ever for  the  strength  of  the  current.     It  seems 
monstrous  to  me  to  fish  at  Cheshunt,  for  instance, 
with  tackle  carrying  six,  eight,  or  ten  good- sized 
shots.     The    pole   requiring   no   throw  seems 
essentially  the  light  tackle  weapon,  and  yet  with 
a  short  rod,  and  consequently  a  throw  involved, 
the  Sheffield  style  admits  of  the  skilful  manipu- 
lator using  a  tenth  to  a  twelfth  of  the  shot  that, 
as  I  say,  seems  so  universally  to  obtain  with  the 
pole.    I  have  caught  fish  when  a  pole  man,  with 
his  great  weight,  has  been  unable  to  get  one,  and 
it  has  seemed  to  me  to  have  been  much  a  question 
of  the  difference  of  weight  on   the  tackle.  I 
remember  the  first  time  that  I  fished  the  Lea  I 
had  a  strong  head  wind  to  throw  against,  and  yet 
managed  to  pull  off  some  101b.  of  good  sizeable 
roach  when  absolutely  nothing  was  being  taken 
by  anyone  elf  p.    Not  that  this  is  always  the  pro- 
portion of  fish  falling  to  the  short  rod. 

Like  everyone  else,  I  know  what  it  is  to  draw  a 
blank  day,  but  that  is  the  exception  by  a  very 
great  deal.    I  cap  fairly  say  that  I  seem  to  get 


fewer  blanks  than  do  those  whom  I  have  seen  in 
a  day's  fishing  with  the  pole.  Often  enough  I 
have  seen  reports  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  takes 
that  I  have  never  approached  ;  but  only  once  have 
I  seen  a  bag  better  than  my  own  on  the  banks 
under  equal  conditions,  and  that  was  a  bag  of  the 
finest  roach  that  one  need  wish  to  have ;  my  bag 
on  the  same  day  having  to  struggle  to  tura  4lb., 
as  against  snmething  like  201b.  Still,  the  point  I 
would  drive  home  remains  the  same — why  will 
the  long  pole  man  with  his  apparent  advantages 
persist  in  using  so  much  weight  P 

In  the  waters  I  have  alluded  to  the  long  pole 
does  not  on  the  average  cover  more  than  half  the 
width  of  the  stream.    In  the  same  places  it  is 
quite  feasible  to  cover   every  inch  of  it  with 
ability  to  get  the  crowquill  away,  and  personally 
I  prefer  in  many  of  these  places  to  fish  under  the 
opposite  bank.    This,  then,  I  would  regard  as  a 
second  advantage.    The  proper  set-off  to  it  is,  of 
course,  that  a  novice  would  fall  as  much  short  of 
the  distance  covered  by  the  pole  as  the  throw  of 
the  initiated  would  exceed  it,  while  with  a  head 
wind  of  any  force  an  expert  with  the  short  rod  is 
obliged  to  use  additional  weight  to  cover  what  is 
easy  work  with  a  rear  wind — say  two  of  the 
small  shots  instead  of  one,  and  consequently  a 
slightly  larger  quill ;  such  extra  amount  depending 
upon  the  degree  of  skill  possessed  by  the  individual 
operator  would,  of  course,  be  greater  the  less 
skilful  the  angler  was.    It  must  be  pretty  patent 
that  the  short  rod  is  placed  at  greater  disadvan- 
tage as  the  weight  of  tackle  is  increased,  it  being 
impossible  to  make  a  neat  and  quiet  throw  with 
anything  approaching  to  weightiness  of  tackle. 
Splash !  it  will  go  in  that  case,  and  with  it  the 
angler's  chance  of  sport.    The  single  shot  throw 
is  as  light  as  the  familiar  thistledown  compared 
with  it,  and  is  as  graceful  in  its  fall.    But  the 
whole  rig  out  is  gingery.  I  fancy  some  one  is  say- 
ing.   Yes  ;  so  it  is  if  you  are  clumsy.    You  can't 
skull  drag  a  big  bream,  or  haul  about  a  grand- 
father roach,  or  hurry  a  chub,  or  bring  a  tench  to 
the  net  before  he  is  ready  to  come,  with  such  stuff. 
And  that's  just  where  the  sport  and  skill  come  in. 

"  Have  you  tried  your  tackle  in  the  Thames  ?  " 
some  one  would  ask  ?  "Yes!"  "And  what  have 
you  to  say  about  it  ? "  I  would  reply  that  in 
consideration  of  the  so  much  greater  weight  and 
float  required  it  isn't  safe  to  trust  to  a  line  of 
such  fineness.  Coarser  ones  are  to  be  had  in  any 
degree,  and  for  this  work  something  coarser  is  to 
be  preferred.  I  find  the  finest  plait  made  to  work 
well  from  a  punt.  I  tried  the  fine  twist  once 
when  fishing  with  a  friend,  but  he  didn't  quite 
like  it,  and  after  the  first  fish  or  two  I  gave  way 
to  him,  and  substituted  a  fine  plait  that  1  had 
bought  in  case  of  necessity,  Keeping  the  drawn 
gut  I  beat  him  among  the  roach,  and  as  his 
tackle  was  the  usual  kind  used  in  the  Thames, 
and  stouter  than  my  own,  as  well  as  heavier,  I 
accounted  for  the  difference  by  my  greater  fine- 
ness of  tackle,  since  we  were  both  fishing  the 
same  swim.  When  alone  I  always  prefer  the  fine 
plait,  the  risk  being  my  own.  I  will  admit  that  to 
apply  the  tackle  in  toto  to  such  work  is  to  misuse 
it.  But  it  is  delightful  all  the  same.  Certainly 
you  can't  beat  the  rod  and  the  drawn  gut,  but, 
caution — look  out  for  squalls  if  you  forget  what 
you  are  using !  I  might  add  that  it  works  out 
extravagantly.  When  the  gut  shows  the  first 
signs  of  wear  you  have  to  remove  the  worn  parts, 
or  you  will  rue  it 

As,  however,  your  Sheflielder  modifies  his  tackle 
and  fishes  the  Trent,  he  would,  of  course,  do  the 
same  in  the  Thames  or  the  Arun  ;  and  I  venture 
to  say  he  would  come  off  well  in  them. 

The  disadvantages — call  them  weak  points,  if  you 
will — of  the  style  are  mainly  two.  One  is,  that  of 
the  increased  weight  already  alluded  to,  and  which 
then  becomes  less  and  less  the  style;  and  the 
other  is  the  impossibility  of  fishing  spots  with 
ti-ees  or  bushes  immediately  in  the  angler's  rear. 
The  latter  difficulty,  however,  is  common  to  the 
fly  fisher,  and  the  running  tackle  under  all  con- 
ditions where  throwing  is  necessary.  Here  the 
pole  man  scores,  and  I  readily  concede  him  his 
point.  Wisdom  says  to  the  short  rod  man,  under 
such  circumstances,  give  way  and  use  the  pole. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  to  the  novice 
the  Sheffield  style  is  a  bugbear.  He  requires  as 
assiduous  practice  to  throw  with  the  light  tackle 
as  he  would  to  make  a  clean  cast  with  a  fly.  And 
here  it  is  that  he  would  be  likely  to  faint  by  the 
way.    He  can  from  the  first  find  some  comfort 


and  ease  in  using  a  pole,  and  with  application  can 
in  a  short  time  become  an  adept  with  it.  With 
the  light  tackle  he  has  a  long  apprenticeship  to 
serve  before  he  can  throw  with  that  same  ease 
and  comfort,  and  the  whole  path  is  strewn  with 
tangles  and  vexations,  accidents  to  rod,  and 
knocking  off  of  tackle,  fumbling  with  reel,  and 
muffing  with  bites — all,  however,  a  thousand  times 
i-epaid  when  the  apprenticeship  stage  has  been 
successfully  served.  Fossdyke. 


IN  FAR  FINMARKEN. 
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II. 

About  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  camp 
was  roused  up  by  the  "  Old  Man,"  who  was 
exhorting  us  to  bestir  ourselves.  It  was  his  usual 
game  every  morning  as  soon  as  he  woke  to  make 
a  great  stir  and  bustle,  and  shout  out  as  though 
he  had  been  up  for  hours,  and  then  he  would 
quietly  ask  for  a  cup  of  coffee. 

The  outlook  was  not  very  promising  ;  a  thin, 
drizzling  rain  was  falling,  and  the  clouds  were 
lying  very  low.  Besides  this,  the  atmosphere  was 
moist  and  warm,  and  most  oppressive.  "  Split 
Cane  "  and  "  Castleconnell "  were  somewhat  loth 
to  move,  for  they  had  only  had  about  two  hours' 
sleep,  but  the  prospect  of  a  dip  in  the  cool  stream 
being  more  attractive  than  the  hot  tent,  the  English 
contingent  were  soon  sporting  themselves  in  the 
water.  The  actual  bathing  was  most  enjoyable, 
but  there  was  trouble  nigh  at  hand.  No  sooner 
had  we  landed  in  order  to  dry  ourselves  than 
mosquitoes  innumerable  flocked  round  with  most 
indecent  haste,  utterly  regardless  of  aU  feelings 
of  modesty.  On  our  way  back  to  the  camp  we 
roused  up  our  guide,  who  had  spent  the  night  in 
an  old  woodcutter's  hut,  built  of  long  limbs  of 
trees,  piled  up  one  against  the  other,  the  whole 
being  covered  with  sods  of  peat.  He  had  chosen 
this  somewhat  damp  shelter  as  a  bedroom  in 
preference  to  the  tent,  and  we  found  him  slumber- 
ing p.eacefuUy,  utterly  oblivious  of  the  manoeuvres 
of  sundry  insects  which  were  crawling  over  him. 
Breakfast  was  the  next  item  on  the  day's  pro- 
gramme, and  this  we  had  to  cook  for  ourselves, 
for  Emil,  who,  amongst  his  many  other  qualities, 
was  an  excellent  chef,  and  generally  managed  the 
cooking,  had  gone  off  at  an  early  hour  on  a  wild 
pilgrimage  to  a  small  village,  some  twenty  miles 
across  the  hills. 

About  ten  o'clock  the  clouds  lifted  and  the  sun 
put  in  a  rather  watery  appearance,  whereupon  the 
"  Old  Man " and  "  Castleconnell "  started  off, accom- 
panied by  the  farmer  and  the  two  ponies,  to  fish  the 
lakes  and  stretches  of  the  river  higher  up  the 
valley.   It  was  necessary  for  the  farmer  to  take  the 
ponies  with  him  lest  they  should,  if  left  to  their  own 
sweet  devices,  decamp  and  wander  off  home.  The 
track,  as  before,  led  through  thick  birch  tree 
scrub,  but  was  now  in  many  places  almost 
invisible  even  to  the  farmer's  experienced  eyes, 
and  the  necessity  of  carrying  a  big  rod  in  one 
hand  and  continually  pushing  back  the  wet 
boughs  which  overhung  the  path  did  not  help  to 
make  the  walk  more  enjoyable.     Fishing  was 
soon  started  at  the  head  of  the  next  small  lake,  the 
"  Old  Man  "  on  one  side  of  the  stream  and  "  Castle- 
connell" on  the  other,  both  working  in  the  broken 
water  where  the  river  came  rushing  in.    One  or 
two  salmon  were  seen,  one,  a  nice  looking  fish  of 
about  101b.,  jumping  clear  out  of  the  water,  but 
this  was  only  done  to  aggravate,  for  the  fish  were 
not  on  the  feed,  and  left  the  flies  for  the  trout, 
who  were  by  no  means  so  fastidious  in  their 
tastes.    Finding  that  the  salmon  were  not  taking 
in  this  pool,  the  fishermen  moved  on  higher  up 
the   valley,  trying  every  likely  spot  till  they 
reached  what  looked  to  be  a  most  promising  run 
at  the  head  of  another  small  lake.    According  to 
the  farmer's  account  it  was  one  of  the  best  places  in 
the  whole  valley,  and  certain  to  hold  Star  lax — big 
salmon.  The  "  Old  Man  "  had  first  cast,  but  finding 
that  he  was  unable  to  reach  the  best  water  from 
the  shore,  retired  in  favour  of  "  Castleconnell,"  who 
was  wearing  long  waders.    The  latter  was  soon 
out  in  the  stream,  wading  up  to  his  waist.  Out 
curled  the  line,  the  fly  lighted  gently  upon  the 
water,  and  in  a  moment  was  snapped  up.  There 
were  a  few  violent  rushes,  but  the  tackle  was  too 
strong  for  the  sleek  trout,  who  was  soon  gasping 
in  the  landing  net,  and,  after  a  knock  on  the  head, 
turned  the  scale  at  l^lb.    The  fisherman  carefully 
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made  anothei-  cast  across  the  pool;  see,  there  is 
another,  and  no  sooner  has  he  been  landed  than 
there  is  another,  and  then  again  another,  and  in 
less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hoar  four  good  trout 
had  been  bagged  in  four  successive  casts,  the  total 
weight  being  well  over  6lb.  What  a  day's  sport 
could  have  been  had  with  an  lift,  rod  and  a 
lighter  cast !  Moving  on  again,  the  "  Old  Man"  got 
amongst  them  in  a  lovely  piece  of  water,  and  was 
l  ooking  good  fish  as  fast  as  he  could  throw  his 
line.  But  this  was  a  very  one-sided  game;  no 
21b.  fish,  if  well  hooked,  could  have  a  chance 
against  such  strong  tackle,  and  very  soon  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  the  party  should  return 
to  camp,  as  any  chance  of  taking  a  salmon  seemed 
hopeless.  Sixteen  fish,  weighing  a  good  many 
mi  re  than  the  same  number  of  pounds,  would  have 
been  a  splendid  morning's  catch  under  other 
circumstances,  but  in  this  case  was  not  much  to 
boast  of,  considering  the  strength  of  the  tackle 
used,  especially  when  one  recalls  to  mind  the 
words  of  Charles  Cotton :  "  He  that  cannot  kill  a 
trout  of  20in.  long  with  two  (hairs)  in  a  river  clear 
of  wood  and  weeds  ....  deserves  not  the 
name  of  angler." 

The  farmer  was  anxious  to  get  back  to  the 
poLies,  which  he  had  left  hobbled  some  way  back 
down  the  valley  by  the  side  of  a  fire.  In  many 
parts  of  Norway,  where  flies  and  mosquitoes  are, 
to  put  it  mildly,  somewhat  troublesome,  the 
natives  are  wont  to  light  fires  for  the  cattle  and 
horses ;  and  the  animals  may  frequently  be  seen 
standing  or  lying  close  to  the  fire,  as  instinct  tells 
them  that  the  insects  will  not  come  near  the 
smoke,  and  so  it  is  that  a  fire  is  very  often  lit 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  animals  from 
wandering.  It  was  for  this  purpose  that  our 
guide  had  set  light  to  some  old  tree  trunks,  but, 
unfortunately,  on  reaching  the  spot,  all  that 
remained  were  a  few  smouldering  embers — the 
ponies  had  disappeared.  Hoping  against  hope 
that  they  had  only  wandered  back  to  the  tent,  the 
Norwegian  hastened  on,  leaving  the  "  Old  Man  " 
and  "  Castleconnell "  to  rest  and  partake  of  a 
frugal  meal,  which  consisted  of  corn  beef, 
biscuits,  and  mosquitoes,  some  of  whom  perished 
suddenly,  being  crushed  to  death  in  the  jaws  of 
those  hungry  wayfarers.  But  there  were  myriads 
more,  who,  after  filling  the  air  with  the  music  of 
their  sweet  voices,  avenged  their  comrades'  deaths 
by  making  vicious,  and  ofttimessuccessful.attacks 
upon  any  exposed  spot  of  human  flesh.  Concern- 
ing these  affectionate  creatures,  '  Split  Cane" 
teJls  a  story  of  how  upon  one  occasion,  when  he 
was  fishing  a  very  mosquito-infested  part  of  the 
river,  he  watched  the  efforts  of  three  mosquitoes, 
who  were  taking  it  in  turns  to  try  and  bore  a  hole 
through  a  thick  leather  glove  which  he  was  wear- 
ing. First  one  and  then  another  set  to  work, 
always  on  the  same  spot,  and  whilst  one  continued 
operations  the  other  two  rested,  till  at  last  one  got 
his  proboscis  through,  and  gave  the  owner  of  the 
hand  such  a  nip,  that  he  never  let  any  more 
mosquitoes  make  boring  experiments  upon  his 
gloves. 

On  the  way  back  to  camp  "  Split  Cane  "  was  met 
•wandering  along  with  downcast  countenance ;  the 

onies  "  were  not  lost,  but  gone  before,"  they  were, 
in  fact,  notwithstanding  the  hobbles,  hastening 
homewards  at  a  good  pace,  with  our  trusty  guide 
In  hot  pursuit.  This  was  not  good  news,  for  it 
meant  that  not  only  should  we  have  to  cook  for 
ourselves,  but  also  that  we  should  have  to  wash 
up  the  dirty  dishes  and  knives  and  forks,  not  a 
very  pleasant  duty  to  look  forward  to  after  along 
jtiring  day.  However,  no  good  could  come  out  of 
crying  over  gpilt  milk,  or  rather  truant  ponies, 
so  the  three  returned  to  camp;  each  one, 
methinks,  in  his  own  heart  feeling  truly  thankful 
that  the  ponies  had  already  gone  so  far  that  any 
effort  on  his  part  to  assist  in  their  capture  would 
have  been  quite  useless  and  uncalled  for. 

The  oppressive  heat  of  the  day  was  succeeded 
towards  evening  by  a  very  cold  wind  from  the 
north.  No  sooner  had  this  dropped  than  the 
clouds  came  down  on  the  hills,  and  shortly  after 
eight  o'clock  great  banks  of  white   mist  were 

•isit'g  over  the  lake,  making  the  air  as  ue- 
pleusantly  cold  as  it  had  been  hot  on  the  previous 

ight.  Having  piled  up  a  huge  fire,  and  set  our 
camp  in  order  for  the  night,  we  retired  under  the 
canvas,  and  wrapped  ourselves  up  in  every  scrap 
of  clothing  that  we  had  with  us.  But  rugs  and 
blankets  were  of  no  avail  against  the  cold  damp 
which  rose   out  of  the  ground  and  penetrated 


through  to  our  very  bones.  Sleep  under  such 
circumstances  was  impossible;  the  only  remedy 
was  something  hot  to  drink,  and  there  was  no 
alternative  but  to  get  up  and  make  some  coffee. 
This  soon  brought  back  the  warmth  into  our 
numbed  limbs,  and  not  long  afterwards  we  were 
all  slumbering  peacefully. 

The  weather  next  morning  showing  no  signs  of 
improvement,  after  breakfast  we  struck  camp, 
and  left  our  goods  and  chattels  ready  for  our 
guide  when  he  should  return  with  the  ponies. 
We  had  not  gone  far  before  we  heard  the  tinkling 
of  a  cow  bell,  and  soon  afterwards  met  him  riding 
along  accompanied  by  one  of  his  sons,  so  we  left 
them  to  pack  up  and  follow  us.  He  had  been 
obliged  to  go  back  all  the  way  home,  for  although 
he  had  sighted  the  fugitives  before  they  had  gone 
haK-way,  the  roughness  of  the  country  had 
prevented  him  from  circumventing  them,  and  as 
soon  as  they  caught  a  glimpse  of  him  they  had 
stumbled  on  at  such  a  pace  that  he  had  thought 
it  best  not  to  make  a  rush  for  them.  It  was  truly 
wonderful  that  any  animals,  hobbled  as  they  were, 
could  have  got  along  at  all. 

On  the  way  back  down  the  valley  we  caught  a 
good  many  trout  and  one  silver  char.  The  silver, 
or  Arctic  char,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  is  a  most 
beautiful  fish,  both  in  shape  and  colour,  and  is 
very  game  when  hooked,  although  rather  a  shy 
feeder.  The  dark  olive  green  back,  dotted  here 
and  there  with  primrose-coloured  spots,  merges 
into  a  beautiful  shade  of  light  blueish  green  on 
the  sides.  Lower  down  there  is  a  delicate  yellow, 
which  disappears  in  a  pink  tint,  which  covers  the 
belly  of  the  fish  ;  the  fins  are  of  a  brilliant  cherry 
colour,  a  most  gorgeous  sight  when  first  taken 
out  of  the  water.  In  addition  to  these  attractions, 
the  flavour  of  the  dark  pink  flesh  is  quite  equal, 
if  not  superior,  to  that  of  a  salmon.  Towards 
evening  the  weather  improved,  and  the  trout  took 
freely.  Of  course  the  mosquitoes  were  present  in 
countless  thousands  after  the  rain  of  the  previous 
day.  Three  fresh  run  grilse  were  caught  not  far 
from  the  farm,  and  as  soon  as  we  got  back  to  our 
comfortable  quarters  one  of  them  was  soon  boiling 
in  a  pot  over  the  kitchen  fire.  As  we  sat  down  to 
supper  that  night  our  appetites  needed  no 
artificial  sharpeners,  and  a  good  lot  of  food 
disappeared  before  our  hungry  stomachs  were 
satisfied.  Then,  as  we  lit  our  pipes  and  watched 
the  blue  smoke  curling  up  to  the  wooden  ceiling, 
our  reveries  were  suddenly  disturbed  by  the  sight 
of  a  wild  figure  rushing  headlong  down  the  rough 
road  to  the  farmhouse,  and,  with  a  shout  of 
triumph,  Emil  M.  was  back  amongst  us.  He  had 
walked  back  from  his  village,  a  distance  of  thirty 
miles,  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  and  -was 
hungi'y.  We  soon  satisfied  his  wants,  and  whilst 
we  listened  to  the  story  of  his  adventures  our 
mattresses  were  brought  in,  the  windows  blocked 
up  to  keep  out  the  light  of  the  midnight  sun,  and 
not  many  minutes  later  we  were  aU  fast  asleep. 

A.  H. 


ON  STRIKING. 


All  anglers  at  one  time  or  another,  chiefly 
from  inattention  or  ignorance,  lose  fish  by  striking 
too  hard. 

It  is  astonishing  what  a  number  of  anglers  I 
have  seen,  one  would  think  would  never  be  so 
foolish,  strike  hard  enough  to  hook  fish  30yds. 
and  40yds.  off',  when  they  have  only  been  fishing 
from  Syds.  to  10yds.  away.  I  once  saw  an  adept, 
bream  fishing  at  the  Welsh  Harp,  strike  so  hard 
that  his  float  and  tackle  flew  over  his  head  and 
landed  on  the  bank ;  the  whole  thing  was  so 
utterly  absurd  and  idiotic.  I  never  saw  a  man 
laugh  more  in  my  life,  but  it  has  had  a  very 
different  effect  on  others.  To  judge  from  the 
bite,  the  bream  took  a  fairly  good  time,  and  was 
sailing  away  most  beautifully  with  the  float ; 
what  I  mean  is,  there  was  ample  time  to  make 
every  preparation  to  strike  in  a  proper  and 
effectual  manner,  and  yet,  ask  him  why  he  did  it, 
the  answer  would  probably  be  :  "  For  the  life  of 
me  I  could  not  help  it  " ;  or,  "  I  really  could  not 
tell  you."  The  fact  is,  it  is  done  (like  a  great 
number  of  other  things  in  this  world,  from 
murder  downwards)  on  the  impulse  of  the 
moment ;  and  after  the  evil  is  done  one  sees 
what  a  wretched  fool  one  has  been.  I  quite 
expect  the  old  gentleman  fly  fishing  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  Fishiiig  Gazette  is  a  .case  in  point. 


I  once  said  to  a  well-known  local  angler  at 
Pangbourne,  fishing  from  the  bank,  the  third  field 
above  the  pool,  "  If  you  strike  like  that,  man, 
you  will  bi-eak  your  tackle."  (I  was  out  with  him 
for  the  day.)  Directly  afterwards  he  said,  "Ble^s 
my  heai-t,  why  the  hook  is  gone  !  "  I  replied,  "  I 
do  not  wonder  at  it,  for  you  struck  bard  enoueh 
to  break  his  jaw."  Whereupon  good  old  E  , 
sitting  on  his  basket,  laughed  until  the  tear.s 
rolled  down  his  cheeks.  For  my  part,  I  could  see 
nothing  to  laugh  at;  I  have  seen  other  men  look 
as  black  as  thunder.  This  should  teach  us  to 
keep  calm,  not  to  lose  our  heads,  and  beware  of 
mad  irnpulses.  I  have  seen  pike,  fly,  roach, 
bream,  barbel,  and  chub  fishermen  all  do  it.  No 
matter  how  one  is  fishing,  whether  ledgering  with 
or  without  a  float,  pegging  for  dace,  bream,  etc., 
or  even  fishing  with  a  Lea  roach  pole,  with  the 
float  not  more  than  21in.  from  the  rod  top ;  in 
short,  in  any  manner  where  the  stroke  can  be 
communicated  to  the  hook  in  an  instant,  and 
more  especially  when  using  very  fine  tackle,  the 
great  art  is  to  send  the  hook  home  with  just  the 
sufficient  force  required  and  no  more  ;  and,  I  nee  i 
scarcely  teU  even  the  novice,  that  the  further  the 
float  is  away  the  more  powerful  and  direct  the 
stroke  must  be.  until  a  distance  is  reached  nearer 
and  nearer  the  rod,  when,  with  a  gradually  less 
powerful  stroke,  at  last  he  can  hook  his  fish  with 
an  upward  turn  of  his  hand  on  a  rigid,  or,  with  the 
merest  twitch  of  a  pliant,  rod  with  ease.  All  un- 
necessary force  is  bound  either  to  strain  the  rod  or 
break  the  tackle.  This  is  one  reason  why  so  many 
rods  belonging  to  beginners  get  so  dreadfully  out 
of  shape.  When  one  is  ledgering,  for  instance, 
and  one  can  plainly  feel  the  bite  in  progress,  with 
the  fish  nig,  nig,  nigging,  and  in  the  midst  of  it 
all  there  comes  a  decided  tug  or  pull,  the  impulse 
to  let  him  have  it  and  strike  ten  times  too  hard 
comes  over  one,  and  something  must  break.  Such 
big  fish  as  tench,  carp,  bream,  and  roach  are  so 
ponderous,  that  when  one  of  these  fish  is  thus 
struck  on  fine  tackle  a  break  occurs,  for  one 
might  as  well  strike  a  log.  I  have  repeatedly 
seen  it.  But  when  such  a  fish  has  got  the 
bait  fairly  in  his  mouth,  the  line  taut,  and  in 
a  direct  line  with  the  bait,  a  mere  tightening 
or  prolonged  pull  is  sufficient  to  hook  the  fish. 
I  have  often  seen  an  angler  try  and  strike  his 
fish  by  throwing  his  rod  so  far  back  over  his 
right  shoulder,  that  he  has  had  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  preventing  slack  line ;  in  short,  for 
some  time  he  could  not  tell  me  whether  the  fish 
was  on  or  not.  Now,  instead  of  gaping  at  his 
rod,  wondering  how  the  bite  would  end,  he 
had  seized  it  and  made  every  preparation  to 
strike  at  the  critical  moment,  and  met  the  fish 
as  it  were,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for 
him  to  go  through  the  extraordinary  gymnastics 
I  have  witnessed,  often  winding  up  with  the 
superfluous  observation,  "  Why,  he  is  off !  "  for 
you  may  take  my  word  he  was  never  on.  Whether 
one  is  fishing  50yds.  off  or  5yds.,  the  thing  is  to 
hook  one's  fish  without  straining  the  rod  or 
endangering  the  tackle.  One  can  read  in  back 
numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Thames 
anglers  performing  the  feat  of  striking  roach 
50yds.  from  a  punt.  I  cannot  say  I  have  seen  it 
done,  but  I  have  seen  a  well-known  Thames 
angler  hook  chub  that  distance  from  a  punt,  when 
fishing  with  cheese  and  a  floating  line  without 
difficulty,  and,  as  he  says,  "  Not  judged  by  guess 
work,  but  by  actual  measurement  of  line."  It 
wants  doing,  but  with  due  care  and  plenty  of 
practice  in  thoroughly  mastering  distances  from 
15yds.  to  25yds.,  it  is  possible  for  novices  to  do 
likewise.  H.  E.  W. 


WINTER  FISHING  FOR  ROACH,  &c. 


I  HAVE  penned  this  article  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  urge  anglers,  especially  beginners,  to  follow 
their  favourite  sport  under  adverse  circumstances, 
or,  at  least,  not  to  be  deterred  by  what  they  may 
be  told  or  read  in  the  papers  re  condition  of 
water,  &c.,  for  in  angling  it  is  frequently  thf; 
unexpected  which  happens.  Many  well  known 
anglers  used  to  be  of  opinion  that  fish  would  noli 
feed  in  flood  water.  These  would  tell  one  the 
water  was  too  thick,  and  fish  could  not  see  one's 
bait.  On  many  occasions  I  have  found  this  tbe 
reverse  of  correct,  and,  if  I  remember  rightly,  some 
years  ago  a  writer  asserted  this  in  a  letter  or 
article  1  read  in  a  work  upon  angling,  now  extinct. 
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'No  dmibt  the  ■writer's  experience  extended  only  to 
pike  fishing.  Be  this  as  it  may,  if  water  from  a 
river  in  flood  be  tested  it  will  frequently  be  found 
not  nearly  so  discoloured  as  it  appears,  and, 
unless  the  water  is  very  chilled  by  snow-broth, 
the  bank  angler  has  often  a  good  chance.  The 
rising  river  drives  the  fish  to  the  sides,  and, 
using  worms  for  bait,  he  will  frequently  succeed, 
as  the  following  facts  fully  prove. 

My  wife  was  staying  at  P  for  her  holiday, 

and,  for  want  of  something  to  do,  would  take  my 
rod  and  go  a-fishing.  On  one  occasion,  after 
several  days'  rain,  one  of  the  best  piintsmen  on 
the  Upper  Thames,  seeing  her  start,  said  :  "  You 
will  do  no  good  to-day,  madam,  the  water  is  rising 
fast,  and  will  be  over  the  banks  before  you  get 
through  the  first  meadow."  She  soon  found  what 
he  said  was  true  as  far  as  the  first  meadow  was 
concerned ;  but  the  ground  was  much  higher  in 
the  second  meadow,  so  she  determined  to  risk  it, 
and  made  a  start,  working  her  bait  close  in  under 
the  bank  and  low  bushes.  When  she  packed  up, 
much  to  the  puntsman's  surprise,  her  basket 
contained  251b.  of  splendid  roach,  many  of  them 
over  lib.  in  weight.  The  bait  she  used  was 
the  tail  end  of  a  lob  worm,  and  made  to  woi-k  well 
off  the  bottom.  When  the  fish  left  off  feeding  at 
one  place,  or  the  rising  water  shifted  them,  she 
tried  further  downstream,  and  so  found  them 
again,  taking  a  few  here  and  there. 

During  a  snowstorm,  or  when  the  snow  lies 
thick  on  the  ground,  chub,  roach,  and  other  fish 
will  frequently  feed,  providing  a  frost  holds  ;  but 
a  thaw  spoils  all  chance  of  success,  the  snow- 
broth  or  melted  snow  getting  into  the  river  from 
off  the  land  makes  the  fish  sickly,  in  proof  of 
this  the  following  instance  will  show  : 

During  a  hard  winter,  after  a  very  heavy  fall  of 
snow,  not  one  of  the  members  of  the  club  to  which  I 
belonged  would  venture  out,  although  several  of 
us  were  trying  for  the  gross  weight  prize  for 
roach ;  friend  G.  B.,  who  was  leading  by  some 
pounds,  tried  to  persuade  me  not  to  go,  saying, 
'■  Tou  will  do  no  good  after  this  heavy  fall  of 
snow,"  but  I  determined  to  risk  it.  On  arriving 
at  Paddington  station  in  the  morning  only  one 
other  angler  was  out,  and  he  booked  for  Henley 
to  go  chubbing,  so  I  was  entirely  alone  that  day  ; 
finding  the  water  bright,  I  first  had  a  try  for  chub, 
but  without  success,  so  I  packed  up  my  chub  rod. 
After  a  pint  bottle  of  old  ale  and  a  bit  of  lunch 
at  the  George  Inn,  I  made  up  some  fresh  ground- 
bait  (bread  and  bran)  and  started  to  try  for  roach 
just  below  Wbitchurch  bridge,  in  a  swim 
only  4ft.  in  depth,  the  time  now  being  too  short 
to  select  deeper  water  lower  down  stream.  I  soon 
had  a  visitor  in  the  person  of  the  well  known 
"  lurcher,"  who  remarked  upon  my  pluck,  for  it 
was  freezing  hard,  and  the  glass  registered  twelve 
degrees  of  frost,  and  the  snow  was  lying  from  a 
foot  to  oft.  in  depth  in  places.  The  very  first 
swim  down  I  got  a  good  sized  roach,  and  although 
my  take  was  only  4lb.  8oz  ,  it  was  the  cause  of  my 
winning  that  year's  gross  weight  prize,  my  record 
heading  the  list  by  exactly  lib.  of  roach  over  my 
next  opponent. 

I  once  had  a  record  catch  of  roach  from  the  High 
Bank  Swim  at  Dobbs'  Weir,  Hoddesdon,  viz  , 
;^01b.,  taken  in  less  than  two  hours  in  the  vilest 
weather,  in  fact  it  was  so  bad  that  several  anglers 
I  David  Newbold  and  Job  West  being  amongst 
the  number)  tried  to  detain  me  indoors  after 
dinner;  for.  although  the  morning  opened  fine 
and  even  mild  for  February,  a  sudden  change  of 
Avind  brought  on  cold  showex's  of  sleet,  hail,  then 
siio"'.  finishintr  off  with  a  sharp  frost;  yet  the 
roach  were  mad  on.  When  I  packed  up  at 
dusk,  Mr.  Triggar,  of  Hoddesdon,  and  Wm. 
Cook  weighed  the  fish.  I  will  here  mention  one 
instance  for  the  benefit  of  youngsters.  One 
Saturday  afternoon  1  was  making  for  the  Fish 
and  Eels  (better  known  as  Dobbs'  Weir  Fishery) 
on  the  river  Lea.  About  half-way  between  Brox- 
bourne  and  the  inn  I  met  friend  Wm.  Dunn 
hurrying  to  catch  a  train  back  to  town,  neither 
the  Forty-guinea  water  nor  the  celebrated  High 
Bank  Swim  being  fishable.  Telling  me  the  state 
of  affair?,  he  expected  I  should  return  to  town 
with  him,  but  1  decided  to  contiuue  on  my  way. 
1  found,  as  Dunn  stated,  the  river  too  high  to  get 
to  the  best  swims,  and  so  it  continued  until  quite 
two  o'clock  next  day,  then  it  began  to  fall 
rapidly.  Old  John  Page,  the  lock  keeper,  shut  in 
a  portion  of  the  weir  boards,  which  at  once 
affected  the  High  Bank  Swim.    I  made  a  start. 


and  quickly  got  amongst  the  roach,  every  fish  I 
landed  being  over  lib.  It  was  a  rare  treat  for 
Wm.  Cook,  the  landlord,  to  see  such  a  sight  of 
real  beauties.  I  followed  this  up  next  day  with  a 
record  catch. 

Another  instance  of  getting  fish  in  a  flood 
occurred  to  self  and  wife  one  February.  The 
Thames  had  been  in  a  state  of  flood  on  and  oft'  for 
weeks ;  we  went  to  Henley,  then  walked  to  Hurley, 
intending  to  fish  near  Medmenham,  but  on 
arriving  at  Hurley  found  the  water  all  over  the 
land,  and  a  boatman  offered  to  take  us  to  the  lock, 
where  the  bank  was  just  out  of  water.  He  availed 
himself  of  the  ditches,  and  we  ari-ived  safely,  he 
promising  to  return  before  dusk  for  us.  Unfortu- 
nately, I  paid  him  first,  never  dreaming  that  he 
would  fail  us.  We  kept  on  fishing,  as  the  roach  and 
perch  fed  fairly  well,  and  just  before  dusk  packed 
up,  but  there  was  no  sign  of  Mr.  Boatman.  The 
Thames  was  in  flood  in  front  of  us,  the  land 
behind  all  under  water  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see  ; 
what  was  usually  only  a  ditch  cut  us  off 
from  the  road,  being  now  6ft.  or  7ft.  in  depth. 
I  tried  it  with  two  joints  of  my  roach  rod. 
Fortunately  for  my  wife,  a  gentleman  came  along 
in  his  punt,  and  kindly  helped  us  over  the  ditch, 
urging  us  to  keep  well  to  the  centre  of  the  road, 
although  the  water  was  Sin.  or  9in.  in  depth  for  a 
considerable  distance.  We  thus  got  over  our 
difiiculty,  my  wife's  high  boots  keeping  her  feet 
fairly  dry,  and  we  both  escaped  catching  a  cold. 
The  long  walk  to  Henley  Station  at  a  good  pace 
to  catch  the  last  up  train,  which  we  fortunately 
did  by  only  one  minute,  soon  restored  our  circula- 
tion, and  no  doubt  prevented  us  from  taking  cold. 
I  could  mention  many  more  instances  of  success 
in  vi!e  weather,  but  trust  I  have  said  enough  to 
show  beginners  and  others  not  to  shirk  a  day's 
outing  because  things  appear  the  reverse  of 
favourable.  Given  good  health,  with  a  fair 
amount  of  caution,  warm  clothing,  and  plenty  of 
good  food,  no  harm  should  come ;  in  fact,  when 
suffering  from  a  cold,  I  have  gone  out  and 
returned  with  it  completely  cured.  And  now 
for  a  few  hints  re  rods,  baits,  &c. 

For  reaching  I  always  (as  most  Lea  men  do) 
prefer  using  the  long  pole  with  a  tight  line,  fine 
drawn  gut,  or,  better,  good  hair,  if  one  can  pro- 
cure it,  using  no  running  line  unless  you  have  to 
fish  a  long  way  out,  for  a  tight  line  gives  far 
more  sport.  See  that  your  roach  rod  works  easily' 
at  the  second  and  third  joints  from  the  butt-end, 
as  so  much  depends  on  disjointing  quickly  when 
playing  a  good  fish.  When  the  water  is  coloured 
use  worms  for  bait  in  preference  to  either  white 
paste  or  gentles ;  a  few  lob  worms  cut  up  and 
thrown  in  to  bring  fish  together  are  best,  for  all 
sorts  of  fish  will  take  the  tail  end  of  a  lob.  If  the 
wind  is  boisterous  try  and  select  a  place  with  it 
at  your  back,  or  over  your  left  shoulder.  In  a 
flooded  water  avoid  all  the  well-known  swims, 
and  try  close  in  well  under  the  bank,  and  even  in 
quiet  places  on  the  grass  ;  fish  in  these  con- 
ditions often  affecting  the  side.  As  the 
water  ebbs  one  may  fish  further  out,  using 
the  "  cockspur  "  worm,  and  as  the  river 
resumes  its  green  tint  most  of  the  well-known 
swims  soon  get  in  order  for  gentles,  paste,  &c. 
When  ledgering,  constantly  cover  your  lead  or 
bullet  with  bread  and  bran  worked  up  very 
adhesive — this  is  a  far  better  plan  than  casting  in 
ground-bait;  there  is  less  disturbance  to  your 
swim,  at  the  same  time  the  ground-bait  remains 
closer  to  your  baited  hook,  and  keeps  the  fish 
longer  together,  and  the  less  ground-bait  thrown 
in  in  cold  weather  the  better.  When  snow  is 
lying  on  the  ground  I  always  take  with  me  a  pair 
of  Canadian  snowshoes,  made  of  felt  and  rubber  ; 
these  shoes,  when  both  travelling  down  and 
fishing,  are  most  comfortable,  and  can  be  easily 
worn  over  ordinary  boots,  and,  being  so  very 
cheap,  all  winter  fishermen  should  give  them  a 
trial.  F.  M. 


THE  LOCHS  OF  UNST. 


A  EOMANTic  feeling  of  isolation  was  ex- 
perienced by  a  residence  of  some  duration  within 
the  shores  of  Unst.  Its  remoteness  of  situation, 
its  inaccessibility  and  sparsity  of  population,  all 
fostered  a  sentiment  primarily  evoked  by  the  wild 
and  lonely  nature  of  the  island's  scenery  itself. 

The  island  of  Unst  is  the  most  northerly  of  the 
Shetland  group,  and  consequently  the  farthest 


noi-th  land  in  Great  Britain.  In  point  of  size  it 
is  the  third  largest  island  in  the  Shetlands,  and 
ranks  next  to  that  of  Yell.  It  is  only  about 
eleven  miles  long,  by  about  six  miles  wide  at  its 
broadest  measurement,  and  it  contains  a  small 
chain  of  three  lochs,  extending  in  a  northerly 
direction  from  Loch  Belmont  in  the  south,  with 
Loch  Whatley  intervening,  to  Loch  Cliff  in  the 
north. 

These  three  sheets  of  water  are  the  only  ones 
of  any  fishing  importance  in  the  island,  and  it  is 
a  notable  fact,  that  though  comparatively  near  to 
one  another,  and  all  connected  by  the  same  burn, 
they  yet  differ  exceedingly  in  respect  of  the 
size  of  their  trout  and  the  sport  that  they  yield. 

Lo;h  Belmont,  which  is  the  smallest  of  the 
chain,  and  only  half  a  mile  long,  is  preserved,  and 
leave  must  be  obtained  from  the  proprietor  to 
fish  it.  The  trout  in  its  waters  are  large,  and 
average  nearly  21b  ,  whilst  fish  of  31b.  are  not 
uncommon,  when  got  at  all,  for  they  are  so  shy 
and  capricious  that  the  angler  may  very  easily 
chance  on  a  day  when  he  will  meet  with  no 
reward  for  his  somewhat  stiff  tramp  to  the  shores 
of  this  remote  loch  ;  and  if  he  prefers  a  certainty 
of  sport  he  will  make  for  one  of  the  others, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  fish  there  do  not  attain 
so  uncommon  an  average  in  weight.  Uyea  Sound 
is  the  nearest  village  to  reside  at  for  fishipg  Loch 
Belmont. 

Loch  Whatley,  the  middle  loch  of  the  three,  is 
a  complete  antithesis  to  Loch  Belmont  as  i-egards 
the  size  of  its  fish.  Here  the  ti'out — little  lively 
peat-black  chaps — literally  swarm,  and  if  the 
angler  chooses  to  use  a  cast  of  six  flies  he  may 
often  secure  a  trout  on,  at  any  rate,  four  of  them 
at  one  time,  for  the  fish  are  apparently  neither 
troubled  with  impaired  appetites  nor  given  to  the 
haughty  exclusiveness  of  their  southerly  neigh- 
bours in  Belmont.  All  that  is  required  for  Loch 
Whatley  is  a  nice  breeze.  Given  that,  and  it  is 
simply  a  case  of  cast  and  kill.  The  present 
writer  has  killed  as  heavy  a  basket  as  181b.  in  a 
few  hours.  It  is  not  long  befoie  an  old  angler 
tires  of  this  sort  of  work,  however,  for  the  trout, 
as  aforesaid,  if  plentiful,  are  very  small,  averaging 
six,  or  even  more,  to  the  pound,  with  only  at  very 
rare  intervals  anj  thing  largei",  and  a  half-pounder 
is  a  leviathan  for  this  loch.  Balta  Sound  is  the 
most  convenient  place  to  stay  at  for  fishing  Loch 
Whatley. 

From  an  angling,  as  well  as  from  an  aesthetic 
standpoint,  Loch  Cliff  is  far  away  the  finest  of 
the  Unst  lochs.  It  is  more  than  three  miles  long 
by  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  and  it  contains  a 
veiy  fair  amount  of  beautiful  loch  trout,  averaging 
about  three  to  a  pound,  though  they  are  not 
unfrequently  killed  of  much  larger  size.  Loch 
Cliff,  like  Loch  Whatley,  may  be  fished  by  as 
many  of  the  public  as  ever  reach  the  shores  of 
this  furthest  north  of  all  British  lakes,  and  there 
are  a  few  boats  upon  it,  which,  though  privately 
owned,  strangers  may  often  get  permission  to  use 
by  courteously  asking  for  it.  Teal  and  woodcock 
wingp,  with  green,  red,  and  orange  bodies,  as  well 
as  Zulus  and  black  spiders,  are  flies  that  are 
always  deadly,  and  Phantom  and  natural  minnow 
will  account  for  heavy  fish  at  times.  The  loch 
also  yields  capital  sport  with  sea  trout  in  their 
season.  They  range  from  ilb.  to  41b.  and  51b.  in 
weight.  The  best  time  for  killing  them  is  very 
late  on  in  the  year,  say  the  latter  half  of  October, 
and  large  numbers  of  them  may  also  be  taken 
with  the  fly  in  the  Bay  of  Burrafirth,  round 
about  the  mouth  of  the  Cliff  Burn,  as  well  as  a 
few  in  the  burn  itself,  which,  after  a  very  short 
run,  unites  the  salt  and  the  fresh  water.  The 
Flugga  lighthouse,  about  a  mile  north  of  the 
shore  at  this  point,  is  erected  upon  the  largest  of 
a  group  of  skerries  which  form  what  might  fitly 
be  called  the  ultima  thule  of  Ultima  Thule ! 
Balta  Sound  is  the  nearest  hamlet  for  sportsmen 
to  reside  at  for  fishing  Loch  Cliff. 

There  are  no  sea  trout  in  the  other  Unst  lochs, 
though  they  are  both  connected  with  Loch  Cliff 
by  the  little  burn  of  Baliasta.  The  reason  for 
their  absence  south  of  the  latter  loch  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  shallow  and  narrow  nature 
of  the  burn,  which  at  many  points,  like  most 
other  Shetland  so-called  streams,  is  little  better 
than  a  mere  ditch.  But  capital  sport  may  be 
had  with  sea  trout  by  means  of  fly  fishing  in  the 
different  voes  off  the  island,  and,  indeed,  gene- 
rally in  these  inlets  thi-oughout  Shetland,  espe- 
cially in  the  tidal  water  at  the  mouths  of  the 
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streams.  Salmon  there  are  none  in  any  of  the 
islands.  Their  non-existence  in  fresh  water  is  as 
complete  as  in  Orkney. 

An  eminent  angling  authority  of  the  latter 
country  is  of  opinion  that  because  the  small 
streams  there  have  at  one  time  been  denuded  of 
the  breeding  salmon,  the  fish  have  never  returned 
again  for  generating  purposes,  as  it  is  a  recognised 
fact  that  salmon  return  to  breed  where  they  were 
themselves  born,  Doubtless  this  is  in  part  true, 
and  may  very  possibly  apply  in  addition  to  Shet- 
land. But  it  seems  as  if  there  should  be  no 
reason  why  salmon  that  have  been  disturbed,  or 
shut  ofE  from  other  rivers  than  those  of  these 
islands,  should  not  again  begin  to  breed  in  Orkney 
and  Shetland.  The  fish  that  bred  there  once,  if 
breed  they  did,  must  have  had  their  own  instincts 
for  doing  so  in  the  first  instance.  Besides,  there 
are  many  streams  on  the  mainland  of  Scotland 
where  breeding  salmon  are  annually  ruthlessly 
destroyed,  but  which  still  yearly  appear  to  be  as 
full  of  fish  as  ever.  Salmon  there  undoubtedly 
are  m  the  salt  water  off  both  the  Orkney  and 
Shetland  coasts,  for  they  have  not  imfrequently 
been  netted  there,  and  odd  ones  have  been 
captured  at  times  by  rod  and  line.  Their  absence 
from  these  northern  insular  lochs  and  streams, 
therefore,  though  still  more  or  less  of  a  mystery, 
may  more  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the 
narrow  size,  short  length,  and  poor  breeding 
ground  of  the  streams,  all  of  which  facts  are  very 
apparent  to  anyone  who  has  lived  for  any  time  in 
Orkney  or  the  sister  group  of  islands. 

Trout  fishing  in  Unst  is  only  very  rarely 
practised  by  the  natives.  Their  time  and  atten- 
tion is  all  devoted  to  the  "  haaf,"  or  deep  sea 
fishing,  so  that  the  angler  has  little  to  fear  in 
competition  with  them.  But  he  may  agreeably 
vary  his  programme  by  having  a  day  amongst 
the  "  piltocks "  and  "  sillocks,"  or  an  evening 
after  the  mackerel.  He  will  easily  find  some 
obliging  old  salt  to  act  the  part  of  cicerone  and 
boatman,  and  he  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
seemg  some  of  the  fine  coast  scenery  at  the  same 
time. 

A  day's  seal  shooting  may  also  be  taken 
advantage  of,  if  not  always  a  seal,  for  they  are 
downy  game  to  secure,  and  frequently  manage  to 
dive  before  a  shot  can  reach  them.  But  a  hunt 
of  the  bottle-nosed  whales  is  the  most  exciting  sea 
sport  of  all,  and  the  visitor  will  be  lucky,  indeed,  if 
he  has  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  one.  There 
19  some  fair  golden  plover,  wild  duck,  and  rabbit 
shooting,  too,  to  be  had  with  but  slight  restrictions 
Grouse,  though  plentiful  in  Orkney,  are  an 
unknown  quantity  in  any  part  of  the  Shetlands. 
_  The  one  drawback  to  the  comfort  of  sportsmen 
in  Unst  IS  the  absence  of  any  inn.  But  the  draw- 
back  is  a  paradoxical  one,  for  it  is,  doubtless,  of 
great  advantage  to  the  sport.  As  large  hotels  and 
cmhsation  increase  good  trout  fishing  generally 
deteriorates.  There  are,  however,  at  least  three 
houses  where  comfortable  entertainment  can  be 
had,  though  there  is  no  licence  for  the  sale  of 
spirits  in  the  island. 

Only  a  few  years  back  the  sail  from  Lerwick 
to  the  north  islands  was  performed  by  sailing 
packet.  Now,  a  comfortable  little  steamer,  in 
connection  with  the  larger  steamboats  from  I^eith 
to  Lerwick,  touches  at  Balta  Sound  and  Uyea 
bound  once  or  twice  a  week. 

The  peasants  of  Unst  are  a  quiet,  primitive,  and 
very  poor  class  of  people.     They  dislike  to  be 
looked  upon  as  Scotch,  preferring  to  be  con- 
sidered Scandinavians,  and  their  descent  from  the 
latter  race  is  very  clearly  evidenced  both  in  their 
Christian  and  surnames,  and  by  many  of  the 
words  they  still  use.    They  are  very  honest  and 
Hospitable,  and  a  somewhat  humorous  instance  of 
a  poor  Unst  widow's  simple  idea  of  kindness  will 
always  remain  in  the  memory  of  the  writer.  She 
had  heard  of  his  visit  to  the  island,  for  her  son 
bad  been  bespoken  as  his  boatman,  and  she  had 
saved,  out  of  a  bottle  of  stout  she  had  somehow 
managed  to  procure,  a  tumblerful  of  that  beverage 
tor  the  visitor's  entertainment.   The  stout  had 
awaited  his  an-ival  for  fully  a  week's  time,  accord- 
ing to  her  own  statement,  and,  in  consequence 
had  become  "as  flat  as  ditch  water."    But  that 
stout  had  to  be  swallowed  somehow,  and  swallowed 
moreover  without  any  visible  efBort  on  the  part  of 
tHe  imbiber.    His  courage,  therefore,  was  sum- 
moned to  the  sticking  point,  and  over  it  went ; 
lar  sooner  would  he  have  given  ofCence  to  a  prince 
01  the  blood  royal,  than  have  allowed  that  poor 


lone  Shetlander,  in  her  humble  hut  away  up 
amongst  the  far  hills  of  Ultima  Thule,  to  imagine 
that  her  little  intended  kindness  had  been 
depreciated. 

There  are  many  persons  in  the  island  who  have 
never  seen  a  train,  a  few  who  have  never  been  out 
of  their  island  home,  and  many  that  have  never 
been  further  south  than  Lerwick.  For  several 
years  chromate  of  iron  quarries  were  successfully 
worked  in  Unst,  but  that  source  of  revenue  has 
now  entirely  ceased  to  exist. 

The  climate  of  Orkney  and  Shetland  is,  by 
reason  of  the  influence  of  the  Gulf  stream,  milder 
than  that  of  other  parts  of  Scotland,  the  mean 
temperature  being  46  degrees ;  and  the  days  are 
so  long  that  at  midnight  in  the  end  of  an  Unst 
J une  it  is  quite  possible  to  read  a  newspaper  by 
means  of  the  natural  light. 

All  the  Shetland  Islands  are  almost  bare  of 
grove  trees.  Unst  is  especially  so,  and  a  very  small 
on  the  island  is  pointed  out  as  one  of  its  "  lions." 

Before  the  year  1469  both  the  Orkney  and  the 
Shetland  Islands  belonged  to  Denmark,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  made  over  to  Scotland 
IS  illustrative  of  the  pecuniary  poverty  of  that 
period.  In  the  aforesaid  year  James  III.  of 
Scotland  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Christiern, 
King  of  Denmark.  With  the  bride  the  Scottish 
King  was  to  receive  from  the  Danish  one  a  dowry 
of  60,000  florins.  Of  this  sum  10,000  florins  were 
to  be  paid  down,  and  the  Orkney  Islands  were  to 
remain  mortgaged  in  possession  of  James  III. 
until  the  remainder  of  the  money  was  forth- 
coming. The  Danish  King,  however,  only 
managed  to  pay  2000  florins  altogether,  and  for 
the  remaining  8000  he  further  mortgaged  the 
Shetlands,  which,  along  with  the  Orkneys,  as  none 
of  the  money  owing  was  ever  paid,  have  always 
since  been  attached  to  Scotland. 

Shetland  has  only  returned  a  member  for  Par- 
liament since  the  year  1832.  Prior  to  that  date 
the  country  was  totally  unrepresented  in  Parlia- 
ment, but  now  Orkney  and  Shetland  make  up  a 
united  county,  and,  as  all  the  world  knows,  return 
one  member. 

The  island  and  the  people  of  Unst  have  a 
character  and  a  charm  that  is  unique.  No  scenery 
in  Scotland  is  quite  like  that  of  Shetland,  with  its 
interminable  skerries,  voes,  and  headlands. 

No  Scottish  people  possess  the  customs,  super- 
stitions, and  folklore  that  are  still  to  a  certain 
extent  practised  and  believed  in  by  the  Shet- 
landers ;  and  to  the  archeeologist,  the  litterateur, 
and  the  artist,  as  well  as  to  the  angler  and  the 
ornithologist,  the  study  of  the  many  novel  featui-es 
of  these  islands  will  be  an  interesting  pleasure 
and  an  innovation.  C.  J.  H.  Cassels. 


A  DEPARTED  FRIEND. 


We  are  sui-e  that  you  will  learn  with  deep 
sorrow  that  poor  Jack  passed  away  last  evening." 

My  eyes  dwelt  upon  these  words,  conveyed  in  a 
letter  from  the  younger  brother  of  my  friend, 
Jack  Aston,  the  while  my  thoughts  flew  back  to 
the  many  pleasant  hours  passed  in  the  company 
of  he  who  has  now  departed. 

My  late  companion  was  one  of  the  best  fellows 
that  ever  put  gun  to  shoulder  or  took  rod  in  hand. 
We  were  old  acquaintances,  and  both  had  eaten 
the  "toke  "  which  feU  to  the  lot  of  the  boarders 
at  a  certain  academy  for  young  gentlemen.  My 
first  fight  was  with  Jack,  and  I  well  remember 
that_  he   "  knocked  me  into    a    cocked  hat." 
Pugilism  was  not  his  sole  accomplishment.  He 
was  the  best  runner  in  those  days  at  paper  chase  ; 
the  best  bat  in  the  school  eleven  ;  he  could  climb 
a  tree  for  a  bird's  nest  as  nimbly  as  an  Irishman 
carries  a  hod  of  bricks  up  a  ladder ;  beyond  all, 
he  was  fond  of  fishing,  and  this  formed  a  very 
strong  link  in  the  chain  of  friendship,  for  my 
whole  being  was  centred  in  thought  of  rods  and 
creels,  floats  and  lines,  landing  handles  and  nets, 
and  baits  and  hooks.    I  am  trying  to  think  why 
I  associate  those  early  days,  and  the  great  love  of 
anghng  which  possessed  Jack  and  myself,  with 
memories  of  a  glorious  stretch  of  old  forest 
where  it  would  be  thought  an  absolute  desecra- 
tion,  a  crime  of  unheard  of   magnitude,  on 
the  part  of  any  boy  to  shout  loudly  when  we 
were  in  its  depths;  depths  full  of  mysterious 
gloom  and  awesome  shadows,  where  ferns  grew 
rife  and  the  ivy  sprays  were  the  colour  of  a  sour 
apple.    Out  of  this  forest  the  cause  of  the 


association  of  memories  is  easily  understood,  for 
beyond  Jack  and  I  used  to  stretch  our  lanky  legs 
through  the  village  and  across  the  common,  a 
breezy,   gorse-spangled  stretch  of  sloppy  land 
heath.   There  one's  eye  could  nearly  always  catch 
an  artistic  bit  of  colour  in  the  brown,  sun-tanned 
background  of  some  gipsies'  tents,  with  a  troop  of 
black-eyed  Romanies  lolling  in  the  sun,  while  the 
golden  gorse  blazed  out  in  front.    Away  we  used 
to  go,  giving  the  gipsy  children  a  cheery  good  day 
m  lieu  of  largesse— for  we  had  not  too  much  for 
ourselves  in  those  days— until  we  got  to  a  veiy 
paradise  for  Jack  and  me.     This  was  a  place 
where  a  tiny  stream  was  spanned  by  an  old, 
rickety,  ramshackle  wooden  bridge;  a  place  to 
which  the  red  and  white  and  brindled  cattle  used 
to  wend  their  way  lazily  and  wearily  during  the 
hot  noontide,  standing  up  to  their  fat  flanks  in 
the  cool  water  under  the  shade  of  some  half- 
decayed  yet  green-topped  pollard  willows,  close 
to  where  kingfishers  built  every  year  in  the  sandy 
bank ;  a  place  where  there  was  any  quantity  of 
lovely  golden  brown  trout  splashed  with  crimson 
and  silver  patches  upon  the  shallows,  with  now  and 
again  a  whopper  seen  among  them— an  emperor 
among  trout— which   used   to  suck   down  the 
delicate  duns  floating  downstream  like  tiny  boats 
with  sails  set,  only  varying  his  feast  by  a  side 
dish  m  the  form  of  the  big  black  sedge  flies. 
From  the  very  hour  when  Jack  first  took  me 
down  to  this,  to  me  at  that  time,  earthly  Elysium ; 
from  the  very  instant  when  he  pointed  out  some 
big  chub  feeding  under  the  willows;  from  the 
very  moment  when  we  went  to  hunt  for  bees 
among  the  clover,  and  for  beetles  among  the  cow 
pats,  so  that  we  might  set  them  floating  down- 
stream to  where  the  chub  lay,  and  watch  them 
gulped  down  one  by  one,  the  while  our  own 
hearts  thumped  with  a  delicious  sense  of  half 
fearsome  joy— aye,  from  that  time  Jack  and  I 
were  sworn  friends  and  allies.     Then  comes  a 
great  gap  of  time,  and  my  departed  chum  was 
invalided  home  from  India,  badly  wounded,  and 
mmus  an  arm.    An  ii-on  constitution  and  a  lion 
heart  pulled  Jack  through,  and  next  followed  a 
spell  of  practice  to  enable  him  to  handle  a  rod 
with  his  remaining  hand  and  arm,  which  practice 
met  with  a  wonderful  success,  as  many  a  Hamp- 
shire trout  learned  to  its  cost.    Poor  Jack  !  he 
sleeps  quietly  enough  now,  almost  within  hail  of 
water  where  many  a  big  pike  plunges  among 
rushes,  and  where  the  wild  ducks  steal  forth  in 
the  light  of  the  cold  wintry  moon  from  the  reed 
flams.    Well,  if  there  be  such  a  thing  as  "re- 
visiting the  glimpses  "  sweet  Luna  deigns  to  give 
us,  it  is  just  where  Jack  would  Uhe  to  sleep. 

Of  right  royal  battles  with  coarse  and  game 
fish,  with  Jack  as  my  companion,  I  could  tell 
until  my  tongue  tired,  and  even  then  only  deal 
with  a  small  proportion  of  our  experiences ;  ever 
associated  with  the  memory  of  my  departed 
friend  will  be  recollections  of  clouds  hun-ying 
over  the  wheat ;  the  whispering  of  reeds  by  the 
riverside ;  the  chattering  of  the  cinnamon-backed 
reed  sparrows  in  the  nodding  willows  dipping 
their  arms  lovingly  towards  their  coy  mistress, 
the  smiling  rippling  river ;  the  plunge  of  the  big 
barbel  and  the  sound  of  their  broad  tails  as  they 
smacked  the  silvery  stream  in  their  gambols  on 
the  top  of  the  flood.    Now  we  are  wandering 
under  shady  willows,  and  the  sly  and  cautious 
suck,  suck!  of  the  great  leather-lipped  logger- 
heads as  they  gulp  down  grubs  and  beetles  is 
mixed  up  with  dreams  of  punts  blistering  in  the 
hot  sun,  of  bacca-loving  fishermen,  of  an  army  of 
screaming  swifts  high  up  in  the  sunny  air,  and 
hawking  swallows  dipping  in  the  clear  stream. 
Anon  we  are  plunging  through  the  rushing  water 
of  some  mighty  salmon  river,   or  cautiously 
stalking  our  quan-y  on  the  bank  of  a  dry  fly 
stream,  where  the  ephemeral  flies  are  hatching  out 
in  clouds,  and  the  tell-tale  rings  of  rising  trout 
foretell  success  with  the  winged  lure.  Then 
aiises  the  past  scene  of  a  glorious  morning 
preceding    a    Christmas    day;   a    sharp  keen 
frost  had  made  the  snow  lie  diy  and  feathery; 
an  atmosphere  keen  and  yet  genial  was  tempered 
by  a  warm,  wintry  sun,  which,  riding  over  the 
tops  of  the  distant  firs  and  larches,  looked  like 
a  vast  golden  sphere  in  the  duU  grey  sky;  a 
morning  when  one  felt  consti-ained  to  bat  one's  hands 
and  stamp  one's  feet  to  keep  up  the  necessary 
supply  of  caloric,  not  because  it  was  bitterly  cold, 
but  because  the  birds  sat  puffed  up  like  feathery 
balls  on  the  denuded  hedges ;  because  icicles  hung 
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from  the  eaves,  dripping  every  now  and  then  with 
a  faint  pat  on  the  smooth  stones  of  the  flagged 
courtyard  which  we  had  just  passed  ;  because  the 
starlings  were  fluttering  in  a  half-hearted  way, 
telling  of  frost-bound  pastures  and  a  scarcity  of 
fat  grubs  or  beetles ;  because  from  amongst  the 
sheep  and  cattle  cropping  at  the  pans  of  mangold 
and  chopped  swedes  the  breath  of  a  grand  short- 
horn bull  gazing  at  us  over  the  hedge  and  fence 
bounding  the  kennels  from  the  open  field  came  in 
fiercely  ejected  puffs  from  his  open  nostrils,  and 
hung  afterwai-ds  like  the  smoke  from  a  freshly 
discharged  gun  in  the  stiU,  frosty  air.  That  day 
we  were  after  ducks,  and  while  choosing  our 
weapons  from  the  gun-room  in  the  morning,  an 
incident,  characteristic  of  the  feeling  Jack  and  I 
had  for  each  other,  occurred.  I  was  really  on 
fishing  bent,  but  could  not  withstand  the  tempta- 
tion of  blazing  away  at  the  ducks.  The  difficulty 
was  that  I  had  no  gun  with  me.  "  Come  to  the 
gun-room,  old  fellow,"  Jack  said,  "  and  pick  any 
one  you  like."  Now,  I  am  long  in  the  arm,  and  a 
bit  short  in  the  neck,  so  that  I  like  a  moderately 
straight-stocked  weapon  when  I  can  get  it.  I  tried 
several,  and  fancied  a  certain  12-bore  hugely; 
but  as  I  thought  I  detected  a  shade  of  regret  flit 
over  Jack's  good  humoured  face,  I  made  sure  it 
was  his  favourite,  and  instantly  chose  another, 
being  repaid  by  heaiing  him  heave  an  unmis- 
takable sigh  of  relief. 

And  now  we  are  crossing  the  lawn,  from  which 
a  cloud  of  fieldfares  rose,  chattering  noisily  ;  and 
after  skirting  some  plantations  of  young  firs  and 
larch,  got  over  a  fence,  and  found  ourselves  upon 
a  wide  extent  of  sloppy,  boggy  heath  land,  said  to 
be  the  home  of  an  occasional  duck.  I  popped 
"  8's  "  in  the  breech  of  my  gun,  and  we  had  hardly 
gone  100yds.  before  Scolopax  rose  with  the  usual 
shrill  scape !  scape  ! !  of  alarm — a  wisp  of  five  of 
them— and  to  the  right  of  Jack.  One  bird  went 
zigzagging  low  down  over  the  moor,  and  Jack, 
quick  as  lightning,  smothered  him  ;  then,  instantly 
wheeling,  he  shot  well  over  a  rising  bird,  and 
bowled  him  over  as  clean  as  a  smelt,  old  Bryan 
(the  dog)  upon  being  told  to  go,  and  not  before, 
picking  up  both  birds  handsomely,  and  with 
hardly  a  feather  of  their  exquisitely  beautiful 
plumage  ruffled.  Presently  a  rabbit  bustled  out, 
and  flew  at  high  pressure  speed  across  the  open, 
his  white  scud  showing  prominently,  while  his 
hind  legs  kicked  up  the  dry,  crisp  snow  into 
feathery  spray.  I  shot  at  him,  aiming  for  his 
head  and  the  tips  of  his  ears,  and,  to  my  great 
delight,  he  gave  a  jump  high  in  the  air  and  fell 
dead  as  a  ripe  nut.  Bryan  jumped  the  inter- 
vening gorse,  and  brought  back  my  game  at  a 
hand  gallop.  And  so  on  throughout  a  delightful 
day.  Dear  old  Jack  !  it's  only  a  memory,  but 
how  cherished ! 

One  other  pleasant  picture — Jack's  sanctum  ^  at 
home,  which  he  had  christened  "  the  Tabagie  " — 
rises  afresh  upon  my  memory.      There  was 
nothing  "swell"  about  it,  but  as  one  entered,  a 
thick  crimson  curtain,  falling  in  heavy  folds,  shut 
out  every  atom  of  draught,  and  by  the  light  of  a 
roaring  fire  of  sea  coal,  sputtering  and  fussing 
noisily,  its  bright  flame  leaping  merrily  up  to 
meet  the  frosty  breath  of  night,  one's  eyes  took 
in  tiers  upon  tiers  of  books — tales  of  sedge, 
stubble,  forest,  and  stream— until  one  only  wanted 
to  be  left  alone  with  one's  pipe,  and  with  no  one 
to  bother,  to  be  as  happy,  aye,  ten  times  happier, 
than  a  king— crown  included !    Gas  P    Bless  you, 
no.    There  was  not  an  inch  of  gas-pipe  in  the 
house.    A  stag's  wide-spread  antlers  held  sockets 
for  a  dozen  or  more  wax  candles  ;  a  tiger  skin  lay 
in  front  of  the  roaring  fire  ;  there  were  deep- 
seated,  jolly  old  chairs,  into  which  one  sunk  down 
as  into  a  bed  of  feathers,  each  with  a  buffalo  rug 
or  bear's  skin  thrown  over  the  back,  making  a 
soft  pillow  for  one's  head.    Pictures?    Oh,  yes  ! 
There  were  some  of  Moreland's  pigs.    There  was 
a  big  Newfoundland's  head,  in  oils,  by  Landseer ; 
there  was  Nancy,  winner  of  the  Chester  Cup ; 
an  Indian  pig  hunting  scene;  Lancelot,  a  big, 
coachy-looking  racehorse;  Charles  the  Twelfth, 
another  of  the  same  stamp ;  and  a  Leger  mare, 
Bessie  Bedlam.    The  rest  of  the  tableau  was 
made  up  by  a  lot  of  pipes  littered  about,  a  big  jar 
of  birdseye  tobacco,  a  brightly  polished  brass 
kettle  singing  merrily  away  on  the  hob,  and  the 
flash  of  firelight  reflected  from  some  square  squat 
bottles  on  the  round  table  holding  the  "  materials,''^ 
flanked  by  tumblers,  a  bowl  of  sugar,  "  stirrers," 
and  a  couple  or  so  of  lemons.   In  these  sur 
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roundings  have  we  sat  and  smoked  and 
till  all  was  blue." 

Of  course  Jack  was  full  of  story.  One  of  the 
best  I  can  call  to  mind  for  the  moment  was  the 
story  about  the  otter.  He  was  fishing  one  day  on 
the  Spey,  and  everything  was  against  good  sport— 
the  weather  hot,  the  sky  cloudless,  the  river  low 
and  clear  as  crystal.  One  day,  after  a  morning's 
hopeless  threshing  the  water,  he  and  the  gillie 
got  to  the  head  of  a  deep,  clear  pool,  where  the 
water  had  that  greenish,  transparent  tint  in 
which  you  can  see  pebbles  and  stones  at  goodness 
knows  what  depth.  Starting  at  the  head  of  the 
pool.  Jack  fished  carefxiUy  down,  without  so  much 
as  the  symptom  of  a  rise,  and  at  last,  utterly 
disgusted,  he  gave  it  up  in  despair,  and  started  on 
the  whisky  and  sandwiches.  Suddenly  Jack 
pricked  up  his  ears  at  a  peculiar  noise  he 
heard,  and,  holding  up  his  hand  as  a  sign 
for  silence,  he  crawled,  quiet  as  a  snake,  to 
the  edge  of  the  rock,  and  peeped 
over.  Di'awing  back  his  head 
stealthiness  of  a  Red  Indian,  he 
to  the  gillie  to  come  quietly  to 
Just    below    them,    on    a  broad. 
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was  a  big  bitch  otter,  with  three  funny  little  cubs 
frolicking  about,  rolling  over  her  just  like  puppies 
at  play,  and  altogether  having  some  rare  high 
jinks.  Every  now  and  then  the  mother  would 
let  one  of  the  youngsters  crawl  up  on  her  back, 
and,  paddling  out  into  the  shallow  water,  would 
treat  the  little  thing  to  a  swim.  Then  she  would 
whine  and  snuffle  as  though  inviting  the  others  to 
follow.  Splash  !  and  she  dived  in  like  a  flash  of 
light,  and  had  a  quiet  swim  round  the  pool. 
Quick  as  thought.  Jack  whipped  his  fly  off, 
popped  a  pike  spinning  flight  in  its  place,  and 
lowered  it  down  on  the  rock,  while,  just  as  luck 
would  have  it,  when  madam  landed  she  rubbed 
her  broad  tail  over  the  flight  of  hooks.  A  quick 
side  jerk  sent  the  steels  home,  and  no  201b. 
salmon  that  was  ever  hooked,  according  to  Jack, 
ever  rattled  the  line  off  the  winch  in  such  style  as 
that  old  bitch  otter  did.  The  water  was  so  clear 
that  they  could  watch  her  as  she  dived  down  for 
some  distance,  a  string  of  bubbles  marking  her 
track.  Then  up  she  flew  again,  mad  as  a  hatter, 
gnashing  her  teeth,  and  trying  all  she  knew  to  bite 
the  gut,  Jack,  however,  getting  the  better  of 
every  manoeuvre  by  a  dexterous  manipulation  of 
his  rod.  So  the  fight  went  on,  until,  getting 
fairly  exhausted,  she  swam  to  shore  and  got 
among  some  rushes.  It  was  aU  over  then,  of 
course,  as  she  bit  the  gut  in  an  instant. 

One  last  reminiscence.  A  fine  old  bridge,  built 
of  red  bricks  and  strong  stone  piers,  against  which 
the  swift,  deep  river  foamed  and  chafed,  with  that 
gurgling  sound  so  dear  to  the  angler's  ear.  A 
boathouse  under  the  arch  nearest  to  us ;  a  punt 
floating  in  a  narrow  dock  at  the  further  end.  In 
the  well  of  the  craft  any  quantity  of  splendid  dace, 
a  number  of  which  are  taken  in  a  hand  net  and 
transferred  to  a  bait  can ;  then  the  boathouse 
door  is  again  closed  and  locked,  and  I  am  follow 
ing  Jack  up  the  river's  bank.  A  mighty  swirl 
close  by  me  tells  an  unmistakable  tale  of  a  pike  of 
no  mean  calibre  at  home,  as  plainly  as  the  dome 
of  St.  Paul's  on  a  clear  day.  A  silvery  dace  is 
slipped  on  my  big  single  paternoster  hook  and 
slung  out  into  a  hole,  a  very  paradise  for  a  jack 
fisher.  Down  goes  the  lead,  and  I  feel  it  bump 
the  bottom  ;  then  I  work  it  towards  me  for  a  foot 
or  two,  and  presently,  slipping  over  some  little 
ledge  it  sinks  into  deeper  water,  and  I  feel  that 
delightful  jar  pulsating  through  the  thin  silk,  and 
thrilling  every  nerve  of  my  wrist  and  arm.  _  A 
pike  has  attacked  my  paternoster  bait ;  there  is  a 
scrunch  of  his  shark-like  jaws,  a  "  joggle  "  of  the 
line,  and  then  a  steady  dive  down.  Chung !  goes 
the  line  as  I  drive  the  hook  home,  and  "  Into 
big  one,  I'll  bet,"  says  Jack,  who  is  close 


by,  and  then  occurred "  the  loveliest  rumpus 
in  that  hole  that  you  ever  heard  of.  In  the  result 
Jack  neatly  slips  the  gaff  into  a  31-pounder  pike, 
the  largest  specimen  of  Esox  lucius  that  has  fallen 
to  my  rod.  .  , 

Many  a  big  fish  has  fallen  to  my  share  m  Jack  s 
genial  company,  many  a  clipping  family  shot 
among  the  brown  of  'em  have  I  had  with  my  old 
chum  by  my  side ;  and  now  he  is  no  more.  "  We 
are  sure  that  you  will  learn  with  deep  soitow  that 
poor  Jack  passed  away  last  evening."  There  is 
little  doubt  of  the  sorrow,  and  if  a  tear  does  blot 
this  last  page  of  memories  it  is  no  disgrace  to  the 
manhood  of  Jack's  Chtjm 
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LOCHS    OF  SUTHERLAND. 

Loch  Coire-nam-Meann  lies  at  the  oot  of 
Ben  Griam  mhor,  in  the  parish  of  Kildonan.  It 
is  rather  difficult  of  access,  being  nine  miles  by 
road  from  Kinbrace  station,  with  a  walk  over  the 
hill  afterwards  of  about  two  miles.  Trout  run 
very  large  here  and  heavy  baskets  are  made.  A 
fair  day's  sport  would  be  from  401b._  to  501b. 
weight,  and  the  trout  would  average  a  little  more 
than  fib.  each.  The  loch  is  circular  in  shape,  and 
will  be  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  miles  in 
circumference.  The  fishing  is  reserved  to  the 
tenant  of  Badanloch. 

Loch  Cor-na-Siduie,  or  Coir-na-Sidie,  is  in 
the  parish  of  Parr.  It  is  a  feeder  of  the  Mudale, 
and  half  a  mile  long  by  100yds.  broad.  It  is  very 
inaccessible,  being  ten  miles  from  Altnaharra  Inn. 
Very  small  trout.  Preserved.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Lairg;  thence  hire,  or  by  Tongue  mail  car,  to 
Altnaharra,  twenty-two  miles;  thence  ten  miles. 

Loch  Corr,  or  A-Choire,  is  three  miles  long 
by  one  and  a  half  broad,  in  the  parish  of  Farr, 
amid  beautiful  scenery,  and  surrounded  by  a 
number  of  other  small  lochs,  where  trout  abound. 
Loch  Corr  is  preserved.  It  yields  good  sport, 
many  of  the  trout  being  large;  average,  lib.; 
201b.  a  fair  day's  basket.  Salmon  and  grilse  are 
also  got  in  it  sometimes.  June,  July,  and  August 
are  the  best  months ;  ordinary  flies  for  trout ;  and 
phantom  minnow  for  big  fish.  Route  :  By  rail  to 
Lairg ;  thence  hire. 

Loch  Cracail  is  nearly  a  mile  long  by  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  and  about  five  miles 
from  Invershin  Station.  It  is  a  capital  loch  for 
its  size,  and  can  be  fished  by  residing  at  Invershm 
Hotel,  Invershin  Station.  It  contains  beautiful 
trout,  two  or  three  to  a  lb.,  and  201b.  is  not  at  all 
an  uncommon  basket.  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember are  the  best  months;  Inveran  Hotel  or 
Laii-g  Hotel  are  the  best  places  to  live  at.  The 
scenery  is  very  beautiful,  and  among  points  of 
interest  are  the  Falls  of  Shin,  &c.  Route  :  By 
rail  to  Invershin ;  thence  four  miles  to  the  loch,  or 
three  miles  from  Lairg.  . 

Loch  Craggie.— This  loch  is  situated  m  the 
parish  of  Lairg,  and  there  is  no  better  loch  m 
Sutherland  if  the  angler  have  a  stiffish  breeze.  It 
holds  splendid  trout  {151b.  or  201b.  a  fair  basket), 
belongs  to  Mr.  Donald  Matheson,  of  the  Lews,  and 
is  strictly  preserved.  Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ; 
thence  four  and  a  half  miles  to  the  loch. 

LoTjh  Craggie.— This  is  a  second  loch  of  this 
name  in  the  parish  of  Tongue.  It  is  two  miles 
long  by  one  broad,  and  can  be  fished  from  Tongue 
Hotel.  There  are  three  boats  on  it.  It  contains 
splendid  trout,  and  also  Salmoferox.  The  former 
average  lib.,  the  latter  from  61b.  to  161b.  Bright 
flies  are  the  deadliest,  and  for  big  fish  phantom 
minnow.  May  till  August  is  the  most  suitable 
time,  and  Tongue  Hotel,  three  and  a  half  miles 
farther  north,  affords  good  accommodation,  and 
has  boats  on  the  loch.  This  is  one  of  a  chain  of 
lochs,  the  others  of  which  are  Loch  CuUisaid, 
Loch  Laoghal,  and  Loch  Slam,  all  connected  by 
narrow  streams,  and  the  superfluent  waters  of 
which  flow  into  the  sea  by  the  river  Borgie.  The 
scenery  about  here  is  mountainous  and  magnificent. 
From  a  hill  near,  about  100  lochs  can  be  seen 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Lairg;  thence  hire  or  by  mail 
car,  to  Tongue,  about  forty  miles. 

Loch  Craggie.— There  is  a  third  Loch  Craggie 
on  the  roadside,  about  half-way  between  Oykel 
Hotel  and  Altnacealgach  Inn,  from  the  former  of 
which  places  it  is  fished.  It  is  over  half  a  mile 
by  a  quarter,  and  contains  plenty  of  trout.  There 
is  a  boat  on  it,  and  it  can  be  fished  by  residing 
at  Oykel  Inn.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Ailsh  to 
Oykel  Hotel,  thence  hii-e. 


January  8,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


27 


Loch  Crocach  is  in  the  parish  of  Assynt,  and 
three  miles  from  Loch  Inver  Hotel,  on  the  Stoer 
road.  It  is  two  miles  long  by  one  broad,  and  can 
be.  fished  by  residing  at  Loch  Inver  Hotel,  the 
lessee  of  which  has  a  boat  on  it.  The  trout  are 
generally  small,  but  big  fellows  are  sometimes 
got.  They  take  small  flies.  The  big  trout  here, 
if  seldom  got,  reward  the  angler  who  is  so 
fortunate  as  to  capture  them,  for  they  are 
unsurpassed  for  symmetry.  June  and  July  are 
the  best  months.  The  scenery  is  wild  and 
mountainous,  and  there  are  numerous  small  lochs 
near,  which  all  hold  abundance  of  trout.  Route  : 
By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  Loch  Inver 
mail  car  to  Loch  Inver  Hotel,  forty-six  miles; 
thence  walk  three  miles.  There  is  another  Loch 
Crocach  about  six  miles  from  Forsinard  Hotel, 
and  which  can  be  fished  by  residing  there. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Forsinard,  thence  six  miles. 

Loch  Crosbol,  or  Craspul,— A  pretty  little 
lake  near  the  Manse  of  Durness.  It  is  about  half 
a  mile  long,  and  abounds  in  excellent  trout  and 
char.  It  is  open  to  the  public,  but  there  is  no 
boat.  The  trout  average  over  ilb.,  and  many  are 
got  up  to  lib.,  two  or  three  dozen  a  fair  take.  The 
loch  fishes  from  April  to  September,  and  dark 
midge  flies  are  very  deadly.  Accommodation  at 
Durine  Inn.  The  scenery  about  here  is  wild  and 
grand  in  the  extreme.  The  rocky  heights  of 
Craignefielin  and  Strathbeg,  and  the  mountains 
of  Foinnebhein,  Ben  Spionnadh,  Cairnstackie, 
Beanntichinbeg,  and  Benaheaunnabein,  form  a 
glorious  amphitheatre  of  hill ;  while  the  views  of 
the  sea  loch  of  EriboU  are  magnificent.  The 
Smoo  Cave,  a  mile  from  the  inn  at  Durine,  is  well 
worthy  of  a  visit.  It  is  of  gigantic  dimensions, 
and  excavated  by  Nature  in  the  face  of  the  lime- 
stone rock.  The  cave  goes  back  about  200ft., 
and  is  over  100ft.  wide,  with  an  entrance  53ft. 
high.  An  inner  cavern  is  filled  with  water,  and  a 
burn  falls  through  its  roof,  forming  a  marvellous 
cataract,  with  a  leap  of  80ft.  The  effect  of  the 
whole  from  a  boat — from  which  alone  it  can  be 
seen— is  startling.  A  third  cavern,  some  120ft. 
long,  can  be  reached  with  the  boat  from  this 
secoiid  one.  The  entrance  is  through  a  narrow 
opening,  and  darkness  reigns  supreme.  The  floor 
is  one  deep  pool  of  water;  and  the  place,  if 
interesting,  is  gloomy  in  the  extreme.  No  end  of 
fearful  traditions  hover  round  its  deep  dark  gulfs. 
It  is  asserted  that  a  Capt.  Mackay  penetrated  two 
miles  into  the  farthest  back  cave  in  a  boat,  but 
here  his  torches  refused  to  burn,  and  he  was  left 
in  darkness.  It  is  said  that  at  the  farthest  point 
he  reached  he  heard  a  cock  crowing  in  the  far 
distance,  which  caused  the  superstitious  natives 
of  that  day  to  believe  that  the  cave  was  the 
entrance  to  some  unknown  country.  Route  :  By 
rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  Durness  mail  car, 
to  Dui-ine  Inn,  fifty-six  miles. 

Loch  Cuillisaid.— See  Loch  Craggie. 

Loch  Culag,— See  Loch  Krockinaich. 

Loch  Culaidh,  a  small  loch  in  the  parish  of 
Kildonan,  being  about  one  mile  long  by  a  quarter 
mile  broad.  Trout  are  got  up  to  31b.  each  in 
weight,  but  the  sport  is  variable— 301b.  to  401b. 
may  be  got  one  day,  while  again  the  basket  will 
only  run  to  a  few  pounds  another.  It  is  reached 
by  road  from  Forsinard,  a  distance  of  about  three 
miles.  The  fishing  is  reserved  to  the  tenant  of 
Badanloch.  Route:  By  rail  to  Forsinard ;  thence 
walk. 

Loch  Derry  is  in  the  parish  of  Tongue,  one 
and  a  half  miles  long  by  one  broad.  It  is  in 
Kinloch  deer  forest  and  preserved.  It  lies  at  the 
foot  of  the  Dim  rock,  which  is  a  part  of  the  west 
arm  of  Ben  Laoghal.  The  rock  towers  above  it 
to  the  height  of  200ft.,  its  brow  adorned  at 
intervals  with  birches  and  mountain  ash.  This 
loch  is  extremely  beautiful,  lying  in  a  secluded 
spot,  and  inaccessible  save  to  the  foot  passenger. 
It  abounds  with  yellow  trout,  but  there  are  no 
boats  on  it.  It  is  about  nine  miles  on  foot  across 
the  hills  from  Altnahan-a  Inn,  and  a  similar 
distance  from  Tongue  Inn.  The  scenery  is  wild 
and  hilly,  and  the  lofty  Ben  Hope  is  a  magnificent 
object  in  the  landscape.  The  trout  in  this  loch 
are  very  fine,  and  101b.  of  them  may  be  got  almost 
any  day  in  July,  August,  or  September.  They 
average  Ub.  Route:  By  rail  to  Lairg;  thence 
hu-e,  or  by  Tongue  mail  car,  to  Altnaharra, 
twenty-two  miles,  or  to  Tongue,  about  f6rty  miles 
—from  either  place  walk  about  nine  miles. 
{To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fett'r-lani,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

^■30  min.  for  Chelsea.  Ibh  min.  for  Kew. 

Add^**"   "     "    Putney.  .       175   ,,     „  Richmond. 

}4-5  „  ,,  Hammersmith.  ]80  „  .,  Twickenham. 
(60   ,,  Barnes.  (8-5   ,.     .,  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
win  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  .5.2-5  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Watee  at  London  Bridge. 

„        ,       ^  Morning.  Eveninff. 

Saturday,  Jan.    S                                 2.13    2.31 

Sunday,        ,,     9                                 2.48    3.  .5 

Monday,       „  10                                 3.22    3.3ii 

Tuesday,      „  H                               3  57    4.14 

Wednesday,  ,,  12                                 4.31    4.48- 

Thursday,     „  13                                 5.  5    5.22 

Friday,         „  14                                5  41    6.  1 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

.     ,  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  .Jan.    8    2.53    3.11 

Sunday,        ,,     9    3.28    .3.45 

Monday,       ,,  10    4.  2   ,   4.19 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberlev. 
Pulboroug  1  will  be  2h.  4nm.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— At  the  time 
I  am  writing  the  river  has  beeu,  and  is  now,  of  a  most 
uninteresting  character ;  and  now,  in  my  retirement,  1  can 
bring_  to  mind  some  of  the  work  of  bye-gone  days,  with 
especial  reference  to  that  of  illegal  netting  when  it  was  so 
much  "  the  order  of  the  day,"  and  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee at  that  time  may  be  some  information  to  those  who 
may,  or  wish  to  be,  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  work  then 
done.  The  great  point  was  that  of  staking  the  river  and 
the  purchase  and  sinking  of  old  punts,  the  conseryators  at 
that  time  affording  the  society  every  facility  for  doing  so, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  late  Mr.  K.  Hedges,  of  Sunbury, 
then  ap  active  member  of  the  committee,  he  considered 
the  sinking  of  punts  as  silent  keepers  far  better  than  the 
most  active  river  keepers,  and  I  know  the  present  practical 
president  of  the  T.A.P.S.  was  a  thorough  believer  in  them. 
This  work  was  a  real  one,  and  carefully  carried  out. 
Portions  of  the  river  were  selected  for  the  staking, 
and  suitable  places  found  for  the  sinking  of  punts, 
and  practical  visits  were  frequently  made  for 
the  examination  to  ascertain  if  all  were  right  and 
safe,_  and  when  necessary  to  make  good  all  that  was 
required.  There  is  one  of  the  old  committee  living  now 
who  took  great  practical  interest  in  the  work  of  protecting 
the  bed  of  the  river  from  the  nets.  I  refer  to  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  who  devised  methods  of  an  effective  character. 
With  the  increased  traffic,  and  the  pDssibility  of  the 
capsizing  of  boats,  with  occupants  falling  into  the  river, 
the  conservators  felt  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  continue 
the  work  pf  placing  these  appliances  on  the  bed  of  the 
river,  as  likely  to  be  fatal  in  those  cases,  and  wisely  dis- 
continued the  permission.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
stakes  and  punts  were  all  covered  with  tenter  hooks,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  if  anyone  fell  in  the  river  and  was  kept 
down  by  these  hooks  the  board  would  be  liable  for  the  loss 
of  human  life.  The  sinking  of  punts  tvas  frequently  done 
with  some  ceremony.  The  most  recent  one  was  that  of 
three  in  the  tideway,  one  being  opposite  to  Buccleuch 
House,  at  Richmond,  which  was  done  in  the  presence  of 
its  liberal  supporter,  Sir  Whittaker  Ellis,  Bart.,  who 
afterwards  entertained  the  committee  to  a  sumptuous 
banquet  in  his  hospitable  mansion,  and  the  men  employed 
had  a  good  feed  in  the  adjacent  hostelry.  Netting  has 
now  died  out,  and  the  river  has  been  made  clear  of  all 
evils,  thanks  to  the  work  of  the  T.A.P.S.  in  days  gone  by. 

—  (Chertsey). — Several  anglers  are  reported  as 
having  been  out  amongst  the  roach,  but  have  taken  very 
few,  the  largest  weighing  l^lb.— B. 

 (Datchet). — The  water  is  very  much  discoloured, 

but  the  roach  are  feeding  fairly  well.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day), with  Mr.  Girling,  three  dozen  roach,  largest 
lib.  12^oz.,  and  another  one  lib.  9oz. ,  and  several  other 
good  fish. — J.  Keene. 

  (Datchet).— River  thick  and  high.    It  has  not 

been  in  order  for  angling  for  the  past  month  now,  a  few 
roach  excepted.  I  have  been  out  very  little  ;  had  to  post- 
pone all  engagements  tDl  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 
I  tried  the  roach  for  an  hour  or  two  yesterday  afternoon. 
Caught  two  dozen,  three  of  them  over  lib. — caught  with 
paste.  I  tried  tail  end  of  lob ;  only  had  about  four 
smaller  ones. — G.  Lumsden. 

 (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne,  writing 

on  Tuesday,  says:  "Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  there  has 
not  been  anything  done  this  week  worth  naming.  The 
water  has  risen  3ft.,  the  weirs  are  all  drawn,  and  it  will 
take  a  week's  line  weather  to  put  the  water  in  good  order 
for  fishing."  Since  this  was  written  there  has  been  some 
more  rain,  with  little  prospect  of  a  desirable  change.— B. 

  (Henley). — A  few  anglers  have  been  out  this 

week,  but  no  fish  of  any  size  have  been  taken.  The  river 
is  in  first  class  condition,  and  should  be  productive  of  good 
sport.— Hoeace  J.  Gardiner  (Bull  Hotel,  Streatley). 

 (Teddington).— W.    McBride,  siuce    my  last 

report,  has  had  another  day  with  Mr.  Lipton,  who  has 
creeled  four  jack  (the  largest,  4ilb.).  One  of  the  bank 
anglers  has  taken  a  jack  of  41b.    The  lamperns  are  coming 


in  evidence  at  the  weir,  and  a  few  have  been  taken.  The 
fishermen  are  hoping  after  a  push  of  water  to  get  amongst 
them,  and  it  is  desirable  they  should,  to  improve  their 
business. — B. 

  (Twickenham).— What  few  anglers  have  been 

out  here  and  at  Richmond  have  been  getting  some  good 
roach  and  dace.  The  water  has  been  very  tnick,  and  on 
Tuesday  was  improving,  but  the  return  of  rain  will  make 
it  as  bad  as  ever.  Very  few  bank  anglers  have  been  out 
anywhere,  and  have  taken  a  few  bream,  roach,  and  dace. 
— B. 

 (Windsor  District).— The  New  Year  was  ushered 

in  here  with  mild,  dull  weather,  and,  as  predicted,  the 
water  on  the  Istinst.  was  a  foot  above  high  water  mark, 
and  very  thick.  Owing  to  the  state  of  the  water  very  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  those  who  have,  devoted  their 
attentions  to  the  best  they  could,  viz.,  worm  fishing,  which 
has  accounted  for  some  large  roach  ;  one  which  I  weighed 
on  the  4th  inst.  scaled  lib.  9oz.,  and  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Ray,  of  Windsor.  A  bank  angler,  whose  name  did 
not  transpire,  also  had  one  of  the  same  weight.  A  less 
fortunate  brother  hooking  and  playing  a  nice  fish,  which 
was  seized  by  a  jack — result,  loss  of  roach,  tackle,  and 
temper.  Enormous  quantities  of  dihris  have  come  down 
with  the  high  water,  and  I  noticed  this  morning  quite  a 
wagon  load  of  decayed  rush,  &c.,  piled  up  at  the  end  of 
that  well  known  river  mark  the  Cobler,  just  below 
Windsor  Bridge.  Good  red  worms  are  doing  well,  though, 
if  water  very  thick,  the  tail  end  of  a  well  scoured  lob  worm 
is  the  best,  the  rest  of  the  worm  being  broken  up  and 
thrown  with  others  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  bait,  which 
should  be  right  on  the  bottom.  Quite  ten  days  must 
elapse  before  water  is  good  enough  for  chubbing,  but  may 
be  grand  before  this  for  roach,  or  even  jack,  if  good 
searching  with  paternoster  be  done ;  for  the  latter  bait 
small  dace.  Later, — Heavy  rain;  every  prospect  of  a 
serious  rise, — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

 Lechlade  and  St.  John's  Bridge.— Some 

excellent  sport  has  recently  been  had  in  this  part  of  the 
Thames,  more  especially  in  the  four  mile  length  attached 
to  the  Trout  Inn  Fishery.  Just  at  Christmas  the  frost 
was  very  severe,  and  for  two  days  the  skaters  were  at 
work,  but  on  Boxing  Day  a  rapid  thaw  set  in.  Pike  were 
well  on  the  feed  during  the  holiday  week,  as  the  following 
capital  sport  will  show :  Mr.  Hayward,  of  Swindon, 
grassed  three  nice  fish  respectively,  121b.,  51b.,  and  41b. 
each.  Mr.  Mandrell  one  day  got  three  pike,  of  141b. ,  61b. . 
and  41b.,  and  returned  several  small  ones.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Fry,  of  Cirencester,  also  had  capital  sport  in  the  St.  John's 
Bridge  length  during  his  visit  here,  grassing  seven  nice  pike 
in  splendid  condition  of  the  following  weights  :  81b..  6lb., 
61b.,  51b.,  and  two  good  3-pounders,  besides  which  he  writes 
me  that  through  using  too  tine  tackle  he  lost  three  whoppers, 
one  of  which  he  estimated  to  be  at  least  201b.,  and  another 
of  61b.  All  these  fish  were  got  live  baiting  with  small 
roach  or  dace,  and  in  addition  four  nice  perch  were  taken 
with  worm.  Roach  were  dead  off  the  feed.  In  addition 
to  this  a  141b.  barbel  was  picked  up  on  the  bank,  killed  by 
the  otter.  This  authentic  sport  fully  bears  out  what  I 
have  said  all  along  about  the  St.  John's  Bridge  waters, 
that  they  are  well  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  fish.  The 
head  of  a  61b.  trout  was  also  picked  up  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Leach,  near  Lechlade  Mill,  also  a  victim  of  the  otter, 
which  traps  fail  to  catch.  A  few  small  pike  have  been 
taken  in  the  Thames  and  Severn  Canal  spinning  and  live 
baiting.  Weather  cold  ;  water  very  high.  A  report  from 
private  water  in  the  Tetbury  district  tells  of  capital  sport 
with  pike,  one  rod  in  three  days  securing  thirteen  and  a 
half  brace,  the  best  8Jlb.,  spinning  from  bank. — Rambler. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Watertoeach,  Cambridge).— 
G. E.R.J  ten  minutes'  walk  to  Green  Man  Inn  on  the 
spot ;  all  free  water  ;  baited  swims.  Also  boats  can  be 
had;  live  bait  at  a  moderate  price;  three-parts  of  the 
river  to  fish  in  round  the  locks,  also  the  Lode  opposite. 
During  the  week  some  good  takes  of  roach  had,  many 
over  lib.  each.  Anglers  do  not  require  now  to  run  about 
after  fresh  swims.  The  pike  some  days  have  been 
well  on,  though  small  at  present,  largest  51d.  each.  Few 
perch  had  ;  if  fished  for  good  sport  ought  to  be  had  now 
ainongst  them.  The  lock-keeper,  as  well  as  the  landlord 
of  the  inn,  will  give  instruction  as  to  the  best  swims,  if 
re'qiiired.  Just  now  my  advice  to  anglers  is  take  their 
advice  for  swims.  Time  of  writing,  weather  mild  and 
wet.  River  the  last  week  is  good  14in.  higher,  and  in 
splendid  trim  for  all-round  fishing.  Boiled  wheat  for 
roach. — John  O'George. 

Sure,  Norfolk  (Wrexham  District).— Christmas 
festivities,  combined  with  variations  of  frost,  fog,  rain,  and 
other  samples  of  unfavourable  weather,  made  angUng  take  a 
decidedly  sfcondary  place  during  the  last  three  weeks. 
Hardly  any  fishermen  were  out  during  the  holidays,  and  I 
have  not  seen  the  sport  so  quiet  for  a  long  time .  The  river  and 
broads  are  now  in  excellent  order  for  pike  fishing.  Roach 
feed  readily  to  white  paste,  and  can  ba  taken  in  large 
quantities  almost  anywhere  in  the  river.  I  consider  the 
cream  of  the  winter  fishing  is  now  at  hand,  provided  we  do 
not  get  another  spell  of  severe  frost,  and  possibly  snow. 
Wind  light  f  rom  S .  S .  E  ,  mild  weather,  and  barometer  rising. 
Prospects  good. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin  and  Windrush.— These  trout  streams  are  b.ink 
high,  and  in  places  in  flood.  The  spawning  trout  are  busy 
at  work  in  the  backwaters  and  feeders,  and  it  gives 
promise  of  an  excellent  spawning  season.  The  trout  rise 
daily  even  now  at  some  Brown  Dun  fly.  which  comes  on 
the  water  abcut  noon  when  the  sun  is  out.  At  Fairford 
and  Bibury,on  the  Coin,  the  water  is  just  as  it  should  be  at 
this  time  of  year  for  thespawners.  A  good  show  of  year- 
ling trout  everywhere.  Season  begins  April  1.  Local  fly 
tjei  3  are  already  receiving  orders, — F.  Loc  kwood. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  rivers  are  all  in  heavy 
flood,  and  sport  is  at  a  standstill.  The  spawning  season  on 
Dartmoor,  which  is  earlier  than  in  the  lower  waters  of 
the  Dart,  was  repoi'ted  as  a  most  promising  one  ;  and  now 
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I  hear  from  the  keepers  that  enormous  quantities  of  fish 
have  spawned  in  the  tributaries  lower  down  the  Harborne, 
Hems,  &c.  The  spawning  season  generally  app3ars  to  be 
good. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  again  wet  and 
stormy.  A  few  jack  have  been  had  by  those  anglers  who 
have  braved  the  elements,  but  no  fish  of  any  size.  Mr. 
J.  D.  Graf  scsred  three,  4|lb.,  2ilb.,  and  2|lb.  ;  and  Mr. 
A.  J.  Roberts  had  a  leash  from  2|lb.  to  31b.  apiece.  In 
the  canal  some  very  fair  reaching  his  besn  enjoyed, 
although  our  district  supplies  but  few  winter  votaries  to 
this  branch  of  angling.  Given  a  spell  of  settled  weather, 
perch  should  be  worth  looking  after  in  the  eddies. — Ked 
Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Lincolnsliire  and  Cambs.). 

— The  weather  continues  very  open,  and  sport  is  possible, 
and,  indeed,  remunerative  in  most  districts.  The  fro.'t 
which  came  at  Christmas  did  good  in  several  respects. 
The  water  in  the  drains  is  kept  low  in  order  to  drain  off 
floods,  otherwise  they  are  in  good  condition.  Prom  the 
Wisbech  district  it  is  stated  that  the  North  Level  drain 
has  been  chiefly  patronised  by  the  roach  fishers  lately. 
Capital  lots  have  been  taken  with  the  worm,  both  by 
visitors  and  locals.  The  Forty-foot  is  principally  patronised 
for  pike. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  holidays  did 
not  bring  a  great  many  strangers  to  the  banks  of  the  Idle. 
There  were  a  few,  however,  who  did  fairly  well  at 
Bollam,  Mattersea,  &o.,  chiefly  among  roach  and  dace. 
A  few  chub  were  got  from  the  upper  waters,  and  in  the 
lower  district  several  rods  were  at  work  on  the  drains 
towards  Keadby,  Haxey,  &c. ;  from  the  old  Warting 
Drain  some  capital  roaoh  were  taken  with  bread  paste. 
The  Trent  in  the  Dunham  district  still  attracts  many 
visitors;  among  recent  takes  there  are  251b.,  24.1b  ,  and 
181b.  of  roaoh,  many  scaling  upwards  of  a  pound.  A 
brace  of  roach  in  one  of  the  takes  scaled  31b. — L. 

Iiea. — Reports  from  various  districts  show  that  no 
improvement  in  sport  has  taken  place.  The  river,  conse^ 
quent  upon  the  rains,  has  again  come  down  thick,  but  with 
tine  weather  it  will  soon  clear,  and  then  some  go^d  roach 
fishing  should  be  had.  The  "  push  "  of  water  will  benefit 
the  Lea,  as  the  river  bed  was  very  foul.  The  local  bailiff 
reports  that  numerous  fish  have  worked  into  the  piece  of 
the  river  known  as  Horseshoe  Point,  Tottenham.  A 
rumour  reaches  me  that  a  magnificent  trout  of  9|lb.  was 
recently  killed  by  a  barge  in  the  Hertford  district. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).— The  river  is  in  good  con- 
dition, and  there  have  been  some  good  catches  of  pike, 
roach,  and  dace.  Mr.  Marriot  caught  twenty-seven  pike 
in  three  days,  Mr.  Ellis  caught  fourteen  in  two  days,  two 
London  gentlemen  have  had  some  good  catches  of  roach 
and  dace,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  more  good 
bags. — Isaac  Rolph  (Ram  Hotel). 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  bank  full  and  muddy,  and  the 
weather  has  been  so  bad  this  week,  heavy  rain  falling,  that 
there  is  little  prospect  of  any  improvement  in  the  state  of 
the  water,  and  there  will  certainly  be  no  fishing  done, 
without  it  is  with  worm  and  maggot,  for  some  days.  With 
fine  weather,  grayling  fishing  would  be  good  again  and 
good  fish  landed. — Gwynne. 

iMVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  much  swollen— about  three-parts  bank  faU.  There 
no  prospect  of  fishing  for  some  time.     Rain  has  bi 
falling,  though  not  heavily,  throughout  to-day  (Wednes 
day).    Glass  low,  and  still  falling. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborougfli).  —  Nothing  encouraging  to 
report  at  present,  for  the  weather  has  continued  about  as 
disappointing  as  it  could  possibly  have  been,  and  what 
with  the  thick  fogs  and  almost  incessant  rain,  there  has 
been  no  chance  of  getting  out.  Everything  just  now 
points  to  matters  becoming  worse  from  an  angling  point 
of  view,  as  we  have  had  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain  during 
Tuesday  night;  and  the  whole  of  Wednesday,  with  no 
signs  of  cessation  at  time  of  writing.  The  river  is  con- 
sequently much  higher  this  week,  with  an  almost  certain 
tendency  to  still  further  rise,  from  the  quantity  of  water 
we  may  expect  down  the  Nene  Valley.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned  nothing  has  been  done  but  some 
bait  catching,  in  preparation  for  the  first  opportunities  — 
E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— A  fine  pike  was 
captured  by  Mr.  Hassall,  of  the  Stoke-upon-Trent  Angling 
Society,  from  their  water  at  Great  Haywood,  on  Monday 
week  last.  The  fish  weighed  a  shade  over  251b.  Rivers 
are  much  up,  in  consequence  of  the  long  spell  of  rain 
which  has  fallen  this  week.  Previous  to  the  rise  pike 
seemed  disposed  to  run,  several  being  tjken  from  the 
Stoke  Club's  waters,  and  also  the  Hanley  Club's  waters  at 
Hodnet.  We  have  been  hoping  for  a  chance  of  sport  with 
grayling,  by  means  of  swimming  the  worm,  but  the  frost 
keeps  away,  and  we  do  not  care  for  coloured  water  for  this 
branch  of  angling. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Salterton,  Devon).— At  the  time  of  writing, 
Jan.  5,  the  river,  which  has  lately  been  flooded  to  an 
extraordinary  extent,  is  subsiding.  Fishing  proprietors 
should  take  steps  to  prevent  poaching  in  the  drains  and 
carriers  which  join  the  river.  In  the  floods  of  this  time 
last  year  an  enormous  quantity  of  ill-conditioned  trout  was 
caught  with  nets,  baskets,  and  other  me  ms  by  the  railway 
operatives  and  local  poachers  in  these  places,  where  the 
fish  fall  easy  victims.  To  my  knowledge  the  destruo'ion 
was  wholesale.  Next  to  nothing  is  being  done  at  sea  just 
now. — Heron, 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).  — A 
number  of  anglers  have  lately  taken  advantage  of  the  mild 
weather  to  visit  these  rivers.  On  New  Year's  day  several 
catches  of  grayling  and  chub  were  made  in  the  Rye  and 


Derwent,  whilst  a  few  pike  are  recorded  from  private 
lakes  and  the  Pocklingtoa  Canal,  but  notbiog  of  extra- 
ordinary size.  A  good  pike  was  caught  in  the  Ouse  the 
other  day  by  Mr.  W.  Hill,  whilst  spinning,  which  weighed 
close  on  161b. — Ronald. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llany- 
mynech). — During  the  early  pirt  of  this  week  these 
rivers  were  in  good  condition,  and  with  the  weather  most 
favourable  for  angling,  some  good  baskets  of  various  kinds 
of  CDarse  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  Severn,  atjd  a,lso 
several  pike.  In  the  Vyrnwy  and  lower  Tanat  grayling 
have  been  fairly  on  the  feed,  and  afforded  good  sport  to 
those  anglers  who  have  prolonged  their  stay  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  who  were  equally  fortunate  in  capturing 
many  fine  specimens  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  perch,  and  pike 
in  the  Vyrnwy.  At  present  the  weather  has  undergone  a 
complete  change,  and  so  very  much  rain  is  falling  that 
there  is  now  every  prospect  of  all  these  rivers  being  in  high 
flood  before  the  end  of  the  week,  and  angling  operations, 
excepting  for  pike  and  coarse  fish,  are  at  a  standstill ;  and 
another  greit  drawback  is  that  proper  baits  are  very 
difiicult  to  obtain  in  this  neighbourhood. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Some  good  bags  of  roach 
have  been  made  by  local  anglers  during  the  past  week, 
several  of  them  of  from  121b.  to  201b.,  including  fish  up  to 
lib.  8oz.  each.  On  the  5th  it  rained  all  day,  and  this 
morning  (Thursday)  the  water  is  nicely  coloured,  with  a 
sharp  stream  running.  It  should  be  in  good  condition  for 
the  9th. 

Sussex   Rivers  and   Chichester  Canal.— The 

weather  is  treacherous,  and  with  the  heavy  rains  rivers 
ar?  running  very  thick.  A  few  roach  have  been  taken 
from  the  Ouse,  between  Hamsey  and  Barcombe  Mills  ; 
also  a  nice  dace  of  8Joz.,  quite  a  specimen  fish,  by  Mr. 
Stapleton.  The  Adur  is  running  strong,  and  quite  out  of 
condition ;  the  same  remark  applying  to  the  water  at  Cuck 
mere.  Pike  fishing  is  out  of  the  question,  excepting  at 
Chichester  Canal,  which  remains  in  good  order.  A  few 
small  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  basin  and  in  the 
Donnington  and  Birdham  reaches,  but  nothing  exceeding 
51b.  has  been  brought  under  my  notice. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  still 
running  high  and  muddy.  The  weather  has  been  very 
mild  and  changeable,  and  heavy  rain  has  been  had,  which 
has  kept  the  river  high  and  has  upset  all  prospects  of 
angling.  But  few  have  been  out,  and  those  that  have  have 
used  maggot  and  worm  at  mid-day,  and  sport  has  been  very 
poor,  only  a  few  dace  and  roach  taken.  With  fine  weather 
and  a  few  frosty  nights  some  good  grayling  would  be 
landed.  Pike  have  been  on  the  move,  and  if  the  water 
would  clear  a  lit;tle  some  good  sport  would  be  had  with 
gorge  bait.  Salmon  are  seen  in  this  part,  and  are  coming 
down  stream,  and  when  the  water  clears  there  will  sure  to 
be  a  few  dead  ones  found  spent  out. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  heavy  rains  have 
been  had,  which  has  kept  the  water  high  and  coloured, 
and  has  stopped  anglers  going  out.  The  weather  has 
been  mild,  and  if  the  water  had  been  clear  no  doubt  there 
would  have  been  some  anglers  out.  Very  little  fishing 
has  been  done  of  late,  and  what  is  wanted  is  some  good 
frosts,  when  there  would  be  some  good  grayling  landed  in 
this  part. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  river  has  fluctuated  con 
siderably  during  the  past  week,  but  is  now  in  good  order 
for  bottom  fishing.  Roach  are  chiefly  providing  sport, 
and  take  both  cockspur  worms  and  gentles,  although 
no  big  fish  have  yet  come  to  hand,  far  better  specimens 
being  obtained  during  the  autumn  months.  From  the 
lower  water  Mr.  F.  C.  Lees  has  been  taking  some  nice 
roach,  and  on  Monday  Mr.  G.  Waddington  took  a  fair 
bag  close  to  the  town.  Pike  fishing  has  been  quiet  owing 
to  the  condition  of  the  river. — Trentsider. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).  —  Very  fair 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  Witham  with  roach  during  the 
week.  The  best  bags  have  been  obtained  with  worm  near 
Bardney  Bridge.  The  Bain,  or  Horncastle  Canal,  has 
afforded  some  good  roach  fishing,  takes  running  up  to 
about  lOlb.  Dace  are  also  being  taken  by  those  fisbing 
with  maggots.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken  about  Dog 
dyke,  but  nothing  noteworthy.  Both  pike  and  roach  have 
been  caught  in  the  drains  around  Boston,  mostly  with  live 
bait  and  maggots  respectively.  Pike  have,  as  a  rule,  run 
small.  There  has  been  a  little  fishing  on  the  Fossdyke  at 
Saxelby,  but  nothing  important  is  reported  from  there. — 
Luci. 


the  north.    A  detective  steamer  has  been  chartered  to 
protect  line  fishermen  from  depredations  to  their  gear  by 
foreigners,  and  a  crew  from  the  villages  called  up  to  man 
the  steamer,  which  takes  up  duty  on  the  11th  inst. — G.  M, 
Tweed  and  Teviot. — All  the  rivers  in  the  Border 
district  have  during  the  past  week  been  running  in  flood, 
the  height  varying  from  3ft.  to  4ft.  as  a  minimum,  while 
the  maximum  was  reached  at  Kelso  Bridge,  where  the 
gauge  on  Friday  morning  of  last  week  showed  that  Tweed 
and    Teviot  combined— sister  rivers — had,  as  near  _  as 
possible,  a  flood  gauge  of  close  upon  10ft.    Long  running 
floods,  such  as  we  have  had  for  weeks  past,  do  not  tend  to 
improve  the  early  salmon  angling  season — such  at  least  is 
our  experience,  an  experience  of  fully  twenty  years.  At 
the  present  time  the  rivers — both  Tweed  and  Teviot — are 
still  running  pretty  full,  and  the  observance  of  spawning 
salmon  is  at  present  out  of  the  question.    There  is  one 
thing,  however,  to  be  noted,  and  that  is  that  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  the  same  amount  of  spawning  fish  in  either 
the  Tweed  or  the  Teviot  that  there  were  some  few  years 
ago.    What  the  cause    of    this   is    to  be  attributed 
to    we    cannot    at    present    ascribe,    but    the  fact 
remains   the   eams,    that    there   are   fewer  breeding 
fish  of  the  salmon  species  in  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  than 
there  has  been  for  many  years  back  at  the  same  season  of 
the  year.    It  may  be  that  these  rivers  are  yearly  getting 
to  be  later  rivers,  as  some  theorist  would  have  us  to 
believe ;  but  we  anglers  on  Tweedside  do  not  believe  it,  and 
will  not,  until  we  have  a  purely  definite  decision  on  the 
question.    Perhaps  those  who  know  more  than  we  do  on 
the  Borders  are  right,  but  still  we  cling  to  old  traditions, 
and  cannot  think  it  possible  that  such  a  thing  should  be. 
However,  we  are  not  of  the  cUes  who  will  not  be  too  strong- 
headed  to  be  taught  a  lesson  or  two;  in  fact,  we  are 
always  glad  to  be  taught  something.    Bottom  fishing  still 
goes  on,  and  when  you  ask  an  angler — one  of  the  all-the- 
year-round  kind— what  he  has  got,  he  generally  says, 
•'  Look  at  them,  ain't  they  nice  ?  "    Yes,  they  are  nice  to 
him,  but  to  a  true  sportsman  they  are  the  reverse, 
being  long,    lean,  and  lanky,  such  as  the  man  long 
ago   said,  "You  could  tie  them   in  a  knot."  The 
takes  have  ranged  from  21b.  up  to  51b.,  and  I  am 
happy   to   say  that,  as  all  the  fishmongers  in  Kelso 
decline  to  buy  trout  after  the  last  week  in  October, 
these  would-be  anglers  have  had  to  eat  fish  for  their  meals 
daily  for  some  time  back.    There  has  been,  I  understand, 
a  great  deal  of  poaching  in  the  Selkirk  district,  and  also 
in  some  of  the  lower  stretches.    In  the  Kelso  district, 
however,  the  present  season  has  been  characterised  as  one 
with  fewer  poicher's  sport.'and,  although  one  or  two  have 
been  brought  before  the  ''beaks,"  the  causes  have  been 
of  a  lenient  nature,  and  so  have  been  the  fines.  The 
records  of  last  season's  salmon  angling  have  been  bad  to 
get  at ;  but  I  trust  to  give  your  readers  an  authentic 
~    ■"  the  takes  got  on  the  most  famous  salmon 
the  Tweed  and  Teviot  during  1897.— 


report  of  all 
stretches  on 
Maxwheel. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Better  weather  condi- 
tions could  not  be  looked  for  at  this  season  than  what  we 
are  presently  enjoying  from  an  angling  point  of  view,  even 
were  it  specially  ordered.  The  sea  has  been  so  temptingly 
calm  that  several  batches  of  rock  fishers  were  abroad  on 
New  Year's  Day  plying  the  herring  bait  for  cod,  saithe, 
and  such  like  fish.  Of  course,  this  was  more  by  way  of 
spending  a  New  Year's  holiday  after  the  manner  born 
than  otherwise,  but  it  shows  the  extreme  clemency  of  the 
weather  when  they  were  able  to  make  fairly  respfotable 
creels.  The  Dee  has  been  in  fine  ply,  and  we  will  be 
much  mistaken  if  an  early  run  of  fish  do  not  come  away 
with  another  week  or  so  of  the  same  drawing  waters.  As 
yet  it  is  too  premature  to  hazard  more  sanguine  hopes. 
Last  week  a  fine  sturgeon,  measuring  9ft.,  and  weighing 
nearly  3c wt.,  was  caught  off  Aberdeen  by  a  trawler.  It 
was  in  fine  condition,  and  soon  found  its  way  south.  With 
the  advent  of  the  New  Year  there  has  come  a  revival  of 
inquiries  anent  spring  waters,  and  by  and  by  any  likely 
like  fishery  not  already  arranged  for  will  soon  be  picked 
up.  The  Moray  Firth  agitation  sgiinst  the  invasion  of 
these  prolific  fishing  grounds  by  ft  reign  trawlers  is  still 
exercising  the  minds  of  aU  interested  in  fishing  circles  in 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Antrim  Rivers.— The  majority  of  the  Antrim  rivers 
open  for  angling  on  the  Ist  proximo,  including  the  Bush, 
Ballycastle,  Glendun,  and  Glenarm  rivers.  I  learn  that 
the  spawning  season  was  a  very  favourable  one.  The 
Bush  is  the  earliest  salmon  river  in  North-East  Ulster. 
The  fishing  will  be  let  as  usual  this  season.  _  The  runs  of 
spawning  fish  were  large,  and  a  good  season  is  anticipated. 
The  winter,  now  well  forward,  is  the  mildest  experienced 
for  many  years. — J.  A.  B. 

Killarney. — The  prospects  for  the  angling  season, 
which  opens  here  on  the  16th  inst.,  have  not  been  so  good 
for  some  time,  and  anglers  are  hopeful  of  having  a  good 
time,  thanks  to  better  preservation  and  the  good  results  of 
the  hatchery.  It  is  thought  that  a  good  supply  of  large 
spring  salmon  are  already  in  the  lakes. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pollan  fisheries  open  on  Lough 
Neagh  the  1st.  prox.  The  very  open  winter  was  the  cause 
of  much  poaching  during  the  past  two  months,  when  the 
pollan  resorted  to  the  shallows  to  deposit  their  ova,  and 
where  they  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  poacher's  trammel 
nets.  Fishers  inform  me  that  salmon  were  rather  scarce 
this  season,  the  runs  through  the  loughs  to  the  tributaries 
being  smaller  than  usual.  Trout  fishing  on  the  feeders  of 
the  lough  does  not  generally  open  till  March  1.  Number- 
less cases  of  poaching  are  reported,  owing  to  the  small  staff 
of  bailiffs.— J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— The  salmon  fishery  at 
Waterville  river  weir  opened  on  Monday,  Jan.  3,  but  1 
have  not  heard  what  has  been  the  result  up  to  time  of 
writing.  The  angling  on  all  waters  in  this  district  opens 
on  Feb.  1,  and  the  prospects  for  the  season  look  bright 
enough  so  far.  There  has  been  a  fine  flood  daily  for  oyer 
a  month,  and  everything  was  such  as  to  induce  the  spring 
salmon  to  come  up  from  the  sea. — T.  J.  D. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  of  applications  for  piscatorial  patents 
is  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  66,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C.,  of  whom  all  information  thereon  may 
be  obtained  free  of  charge  to  our  readers : 
30,120.  C.  W.  Brompton,  of  London,  for  improvements 
'  in  or  connected  with  otter-boards  for  trawl- 

ing, and  other  similar  purposes. 
Levi  and  G.  Cartwright,  of  London,  for 
improvements  in  the  method  of  and  means 
for  expanding  the  mouths  of  trawl  nets  and 
the  like. 

Arthur  Jeffs,  of  London,  for  improvements 

relating  to  trawler  fi.'shing  gear. 
G.  J.  Kirby,  of  London,  for  an  improvement  in 
the  fishing  tackle  known  as  sea  paternoster. 


.30,188.  I. 


30,255. 
30,533. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Jan.  14.    Tides  iQ5rea5e  to  the  I2th,  thaa  desrease. 


Scarboroagh 

Yarmoath  .. 
Lowestoft  .. 
Aldeburgb  .. 
Harwich   


Southend,  Sbeer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad- 
stairs,  &  Barns- 
gate. 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastboarne  and ) 
Brighton.  ) 


Newhaven 
Sboreham 


Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 

Chichester   

Bonmemonth  

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m 

4.2.S 
p.m. 
4.46 

a.m. 
5.  3 
p.m. 

5  20 

a.m. 

5.3j 
p.m. 

5  52 

a.m. 
6.  9 
p  m 

B.26 

am. 

6  44 
p.m. 
7.  2 

a.m. 
7  21 
p.m. 
7.41 

a  m. 

8.  2 
p.m. 

8  24 

9  27 
y.4.5 

10  2 
10  19 

10  36 
10.53 

11.11 
11.29 

11.47 

0  5 
0.23 

0.  41 

1.  0 

10.  9 
in. 27 

10.44 
11.  1 

11.18 
11.35 

11.52 

0.18 
0.29 

0.  47 

1.  5 

1.23 
1  42 

10  3S 
11. 1« 

11..33 
11..30 

0.  7 

0.24 
0.42 

1.  0 
1.18 

1.36 
1..54 

2  12 
2.31 

0.  1 

0.19 

0  38 
0.55 

1.12 
1  29 

1.46 
2.  4 

2  22 
2  40 

2.57 
2.15 

3.33 
3.52 

0..53 
1.11 

1.29 
1.47 

2.  4 
2.21 

2.38 
2  .54 

3.10 
3.27 

3  45 
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WEATHER  REPORT. 

By  TELEGRAPH.— Friday,  9.6  a.m. 

Folkestone.— Cloudy ;  smooth;  W.,  light. 

Margate.— Overcast ;  smooth;  W. 

Eamsgate. — Overcast;  clear  horizon ;  smooth ;  S.W. 

Hastings.— Dull ;  moderate;  S.W. 

DoVEB.- Overcast ;  smooth;  N.W.,  light. 

Deal.— Cloudy  ;  smooth;  N.W. 

Hythe.— Dull;  moderate;  N.W. 


Baltimore.  —  Netting  since  last  report  has  been 
practically  suspended  owing  to  continued  wild  weather, 
and  no  anglers  have  been  out.  So  far  as  can  b3  judged  at 
present,  the  prospects  for  the  coming  season  look  rather 
rosy.— T.  J.  D. 

Castletown. — Nothing  doing  at  or  around  this  station 
at  present  either  at  angling  or  netting.  However,  as  the 
weather  is  settling  at  last,  fishermen  expect  to  be  very 
busy  in  all  departments  ere  long. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— During  the  past  week  the  remark- 
able clearness  of  the  inshore  water  has  rendered  pier  fish- 
ing by  daylight  anything  but  brisk,  but  night  fishing  has 
yielded  splendid  results.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Priest  and 
his  boatman  landed  nearly  2owt.  of  fish  ;  Mr.  Litchfield 
had  four  score  and  five  ;  and  Mr.  Edwards  thres  score  of 
whiting  and  a  cod  of  lljlb.  Messrs.  Dryden,  Dupere, 
Browne,  Chapman,  and  Gray  had  splendid  sport  upon  the 
pier  on  the  same  night,  the  two  first-named  gentlemen 
bagging  over  1001b.  weight  of  fish.  Mr.  J.  Zaehnsdorf 
and  Mr.  J.  Sexton  brought  ashore  four  score  and  four  on 
the  following  morning  ;  and  Messrs.  Meacock  and  Corn- 
ford  had  eight  score  of  whiting,  two  score  of  codling,  and 
one  dab  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Taverner  and  two  boat- 
men had  over  .300  fish  on  Monday,  and  at  night  some 
heavy  takes  were  again  made  upon  the  pier,  Mr.  Wood 
having  three  dozen  good  fish,  Mr.  SMlling  about  the  same 
number,  including  a  whiting  of  -Silb  ,  and  the  rest  as 
many  as  they  could  c  ^nveniently  carry  ofiE.  Not  a  fish 
was  landed  upon  the  pier  by  d  lylight  on  Tuesday,  but 
during  the  eailier  hours  of  night  some  good  sport  was 
obtained,  though  the  run  of  fish  wis  smaller  than  on  the 
three  previous  nights.  Some  few  very  fine  whiting,  in- 
cluding one  of  3|lb.,  were  landed  by  the  boats,  but  the 
majority  of  the_  fish  were  decidedly  small.  Mr.  Taverner 
caught  a  few  nice  dabs  upon  the  pier  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, but  the  inclement  weather  kept  anglers  indoors  during 
the  afternoon.— J.  Richardson  fB.S.A.S.). 

Deal.— Friday,  Dec.  31.  First  chance  for  fishing  after 
all  the  stormy  weather,  when  only  a  few  boats  put  out, 
and  returned  with  fair  takes  of  codling  and  whiting. 
Jan.  1.  Grand  sport  was  obtained  amongst  cod,  codling, 
and  whiting.  On  Jan.  2,  Messrs.  Tautz,  Taylor,  and 
myself  landed  four  score  picked  whiting,  ten  codling,  one 
nice  cod,  one  skate,  besides  dogfish  and  dabs,  and  several 
small  whiting,  while  other  boats  brought  in  splendid  takes 
offish.  Monday.  Wind  westerly ;  tine;  with  good  sport. 
Mr.  Davis  and  friend,  ten  score  five  whiting;  Mr. 
Sanderson,  with  his  boatman,  Fred  May,  four  score  fine 
whiting,  one  cod  of  101b.,  and  a  few  codling.  Tuesday 
Another  good  day.    The  Rev.  Brackenbury  and  two 


friends,  just  over  thirteen  score  whiting  and  a  few  codling, 
while  the  local  fishermen  are  bringing  in  very  fine  takes. 
The  boats  that  went  farthest  out  to  sea  landed  the  best 
fish.  Wednesday.  Fresh  breeze,  S.W.,  with  misty  rain. 
Some  fair  takes  of  fish.  Myself,  out  with  Mr.  Da  Plat, 
landed  over  four  score  very  fine  whitiug.  If  the  wind 
keeps  westerly  I  anticipate  fair  sport. — Edwd.  Hanger 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — The  New  Year  has  opened  well  around  here 
in  the  line  of  netting  of  hake,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out 
so  far,  as  the  weather  is  still  rather  unsettled,  and  the  sea 
generally  rough. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — The  demand  for  natural  bait  has  been 
more  within  the  last  few  days  than  all  last  month  put 
together.  The  weather  has  been  beautifully  fine,  and  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  just  like  spring,  and  people  could  be 
seen  sitting  about  on  the  rocks  enjoying  the  sun  and 
gentle  sea  breeze.  It  has  been  rather  cold  f  or  rod  fishing, 
standing  still  on  the  piers,  although  a  good  many  have 
been  following  the  sport  daily ;  the  gentle  exercise  of 
rowing  a  boat  is  much  more  pleasant  than  standing  still 
on  a  pier  muffled  up  in  a  great  coat.  Some  pollack  have 
been  taken  at  Millbay  Extension  Pier,  and  some  small 
bass  in  the  Hamooze.  Smelt  are  still  plentiful,  as  ako 
are  herrings.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month  are 
atherine  (smelt),  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  mackerel,  dory, 
skate,  sharp-nosed  ray,  homelyn  ray,  sprat,  anchovy,  eel, 
ling,  cod,  whiting,  haddock,  pouting,  coal  fish.  pike. — 
William  Hearper  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Pollack  anglers  are  now  getting  good  sport 
in  the  Harbour  near  Begnish  Island,  and  trammels  and 
spillers  are  having  average  takes  of  large  sized  and  well 
conditioned  hake  around  the  headlands. — T.  J.  D. 


January  9.   

Anglers'  Pride  :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 

Blackfriars  :  Match  at  Hampton  Court. 

Blackwater:  Match. 

Campbell  United :  Pegged-down  match. 

Earlsfield :  Outing. 

Golden  Barbel :  Prize  outing. 

Iza_ak  Walton  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Match  at  St.  Margiret's. 

Ormonde  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

Phcenix  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Sundial :  Prize  outing. 

West  London  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
January  10. 

St.  Thomas  :  Visit. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Prize  outiag. 
January  11. 

Allason  United :  Concert. 
January  12. 

British  Sea  Anglers  :  Extraordinary  general  meeting. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match. 

Jolly  Butchers  :  Concert  and  supper. 
January  14. 

A.B.S.  ;  Committee  meeting. 

-Amicable  Walton i  ins :  Prize  outing. 
-Battersea  Friendly :  Roving  match. 
-Clapham  Junction  ;  Match  at  Cookham. 
-Clapham  Strollers  :  Prize  outing. 
-Canning  Town  :  Prize  outing. 
-Jubilee  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
-St.  Alban's  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
-Piscatorial   Society:    Smoking  oonojrt 
presentation  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham. 
-St.  John's  :  Visit. 
-Battersea  Piscatorials  :  Visit. 
-Bermondsey  Brothers:  Januiry  ompetition. 
-Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
Wenlock :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
Dalston:  A.B.S.  concert. 
Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 


Jan.  16.- 

„  16.- 

„  16.- 

„  16." 

„  16.- 

„  16.- 

»  16.- 

„  21.- 

„  24.- 

„  25.- 

„  30.- 

,,  30." 

„  30.- 

Feb.  -.— 

„  8.- 

>,  13.-1 
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Eeptts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Horning^.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  6?/ 
&vst  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  FiSBisa 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  "  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No.  2).— The  next  return  visit  on  this  list  will 
take  place  at  the  St.  John's  Angling  Society,  the 
Empress,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell,  on  Monday 
Jan.  24,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — F. 
Thorling. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney.— On  Jan.  2  Mr.  C. 
Osborne  weighed-in  jack  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Dowden,  jack. 
Will  members  please  attend  next  Wednesday,  to  arrange 
for  our  next  outing  and  other  important  business  ? — H. 
Haines. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Dxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate.— 
About  twenty  members  put  in  an  appearance  on  Jan.  5, 
and  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  sweepstake  match  on  Jan.  30, 
in  the  lock  cut,  Walton-on-Thames.  Entrance  fee  Is., 
which  must  be  paid  ou  or  before  Jan.  26;  two  rods 
allowed;  all  fish  to  weigh  except  eels  and  minnows  ;  citch 
own  live  bait  for  jack  fishing  ;  no  member  to  start  fishing 
before  the  signal  from  secreta.ry.     The  distribution  of 


prizes  on  the  following  Wednesday  after  match.  Two 
members  weighed-in  on  Jan.  2,  G.  Blades  and  H.  Smith. 
In  connection  with  the  above  we  have  started  a  harmonic 
society  at  the  above  house.  There  are  already  fifty 
members,  and  bave  some  excellent  talent.  Concerts  are 
promised  every  Tuesday  evening  throughout  the  close 
season.  The  next  concert  will  be  en  Tuesday  next,  at 
9  p.m.  Full  particulars  may  be  had  of  S.  W.  Vincent, 
treasurer;  or  of  the  hon.  sec,  Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver- 
street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— Bei^ 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coacli  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields. — Ob  Jan.  2  the  members 
fished  a  competition  at  Horley  for  five  prizes,  but  only 
two  were  won — Mr.  Hall,  fir.^t,  with  roa'jh  ;  Mr.  Cham- 
bers, second,  with  roach.  The  remaining  three  prizes  « ill 
be  competed  for  (roving)  on  Jan.  9. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.  —  We  had  a  go-;d 
meeting,  some  good  business  being  done.  Sent  123.  to 
Rivers  Preservation  Society  ;  hoping  all  brother  anglers 
will  send  their  mite  to  such  a  good  cause.  Members  please 
come  up  next  Wednesday  evening,  as  business  of  im- 
portance concerning  all  has  to  be  settled. — G.  H.\ynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sua 
Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Jan.  2  only  a  few  of  our  members  were  out,  the 
following  weighed-in  fish  :  Messrs.  G.  Watling,  roach, 
51b.  lOoz.  ;  Lambarth,  roach,  51b.  8|oz.  Mr,  J.  Nunn 
also  had  roach.  Our  next  prize  outing  takes  place  on 
Jan.  16;  place  not  yet  decided  upon. — A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — At  our  meeting  on  Wednesday  the 
prizes  won  daring  the  previous  quarter  were  distributed  to 
the  successful  members.  It  was  decided  to  fish  for  the 
January  prizes  at  Selham  ;  train  from  London  Bridge 
7  a.m.  Slessrs.  J.  Edney  and  T.  Thome  were  elected 
honorary  members. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk. 
Brandon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Several  members  fished 
for  prizes  at  Datchet  on-»Jaa.  2,  when  Mr.  Brent  sesured 
first  prize  with  10|oz.,  and  Mr.  Plummer  took  second 
prize  with  4|oz.  of  fish.  The  next  outing  will  be  fished 
for  on  Jan.  9,  at  Sunbury. — G.  H.  Allen. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Qneen's 
Hotel,  Qneen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Jan.  2  the 
following  members  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Phillips  and 
Addison,  capital  shows  of  dace  ;  Mead  and  Thomas,  roach. 
WiU  members  turn  up  in  force  next  Tuesday,  please 
Something  of  importance  probably. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Clapham 
Junction,  S.W. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed-in  :  Mr.  Painter,  a  nice  show  of  roach,  largest 
fish  lib.  ;  and  Mr.  F.  Jones,  roach  and  perch.— T. 
Tringham. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Since  my  last  report  Messrs. 
Wheilhouse  and  Merrygold  have  had  grand  shows  of 
roach  and  dace.  We  arranged  last  Wednesday  to  fish  our 
January  match  on  Jan.  9,  at  Hampton  Court;  tow- 
path  only;  all  members  to  leave  Waterloo  by  the  8.10 
train  and  return  by  the  6.10.  I  should  like  to  .see  a  good 
muster  of  members  present  next  Wednesday  to  wish  our 
esteemed  landlord  (Mr.  Wilson')  good  bye. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Jan.  2  Mr. 
J.  Taylor  weighed-ia  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  21b.  7ioz. 
Wednesday  next,  Jan.  12,  will  be  quarter  night,  when  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend  without  fail. — T. 
Paternoster. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road, 
N.— On  Dec.  5  Mr.  Udale  weighed-ia  a  nice  jack, 
91b.  e^oz.,  from  Amberley.  On  the  12th  we  fished  at 
Marlow  for  our  Christmas  prizes  :  First,  Mr,  A.  Field  ; 
second,  Mr.  C.  Smith;  third,  Mr.  J.  Stranga  ;  fourth' 
Mr.  H.  Tame;  fifth,  Mr.  E.  Udale.  Three  others  fell 
through.  On  Wednesday,  15th,  we  fished  at  Burnt  Mill 
for  our  Wednesday's  Christmas  prizes.  First,  Mr.  Pells  ; 
second,  a  turkey,  was  presented  to  our  worthy  landlord 
(Mr.  Goodchild)  for  his  first  fish,  it  being  his  maiden 
outing  ;  third  prize,  Mr.  E.  Horley.  Gross-weight  priae 
for  Sundays,  December,  won  by  Mr.  E.  Udale;  Wed- 
nesdays, Mr.  Pells.— Ht.  Tame. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— The  following  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace  :  Messrs.  Marshall,  Galloway,  Andrews, 
and  A.  C.  Hoodless.  The  committee  have  decided  that 
the  remaining  Christmas  prizes  shall  be  fished  for ;  go  as 
you  please;  to  start  from  Jan.  9. — E.  Boxall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.— We  fish  for 
prizes  on  Jan.  16  ;  conditions  to  be  arranged  next  meeting 
night.  I  hope  members  will  attend  to  transact  business 
and  clear  the  books. — 0.  Jones. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Ciown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — On  Dec.  27 
Messrs.  Ball,  Turner,  and  Downes,  roach,  dace,  <i-c.  On 
Jan.  2,  Messrs.  Ball,  Turner,  Downes,  F.  Beames,  and 
Boyd,  roach,  dace,  perch,  &c.  On  Jan.  4,  Mr.  Boyd, 
roach.  Will  all  members  attend  next  Tuesday,  Jan.  II,  to 
ele^t  chairman  r — W.  Ash. 

Covent  Oarden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — Members  are  requested  to  note 
that  the  first  general  meeting  will  take  place  at  the  above 
on  Thursday,  Jan.  13. — R.  Jacobs. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Tuesday,  Jan.  4,  there 
was  a  very  good  attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  we 
should  have  a  smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  on  To.eslay,  Feb,  8.  Mr.  H.  Poore 
wd?  elected  auditor  for  thg  past  quarter,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  A.  Porter,  the  senior  auditor.  Memioers  will 
oblige  by  attending  ou  Tuesday,  the  11th.— S.  Malbt. 
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Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  HoUoway-road,  N. — Several  members  report  takes 
of  sea  aud  river  fish.  On  Jan.  5  we  had  a  most  enthusiastic 
and  enjoyable  meeting  of  members  and  friends  at  our 
c'ub-room. — A.  Clayton. 

£arlsfield  Angling'  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Very  few  of  our  members  have  been  out 
during  last  week,  the  water  was  very  high  and  thick  and 
the  takes  were  small,  nothing  of  any  size  being  taken. 
The  outing  for  Jan.  9  will  take  place  at  (he  Broid  Meads, 
Woking.  Train  leaver  Clapham  Junction  8.20  a.m.  All 
fish  to  weigh.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  the 
meeting  next  Tuesday,  as  some  important  business  will  be 
brought  forward. — A.  T. 

lipsom  Angling  Society,  Wellington  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Epsom. — Mr.  W.  Holt,  of  the  Epsotr'  Angling 
Society,  finished  up  the  old  year  pretty  well.  Fishing  on 
the  afternoon  of  Dec.  31,  in  some  private  water  not  fifteen 
miles  from  London,  he  succeeded  in  capturing  three 
magnificent  roach,  weighing  together  51b.  4oz.  One  fish, 
lib.  14^oz. ;  another,  lib.  ll^oz.  ;  the  third,  lib.  lOoz. 
These  three  splendid  specimens  are  in  the  hands  of  Anstiss, 
of  Chelsea,  for  preservation,  and  will  make  a  very  hand- 
some case. — W.  Dix. 

Sustonian  Angling  Society.  King's  Head, 
Swinton-street.  —  Since  our  last  report  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Tavener,  jack  and 
roach ;  Read,  Abbott,  and  Bateman,  roach.  We  have  a 
match  at  Harlow,  Jan.  16. — C.  Abbott. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — On  Jan.  2  C.  Eosser, 
A.  Rosser,  and  T.  Rosser  weighed-in  a  fine  show  of  roach, 
bream,  and  dace,  from  the  tideway ;  and  on  Tuesday  night 
we  held  our  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  List,  which  was  a  great 
success.  Our  old  and  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  Field,  called 
the  roll  on  this  occasion.  There  was  a  great  muster  of 
members  of  the  various  clubs,  and  our  new  room  was  not 
near  large  enough  for  the  company,  and  they  had  to  stand 
in  all  corners  of  the  room,  and  out  in  the  bar  saloon. 
I  wi^h  to  thank  ong  and  all  for  the  kindness 
they  showed  in  rallying  around  and  responding  to  my 
appeal  on  this  occasion.  Mr.  C.  Brewer  gave  us  a  prize 
to  be  fished  for,  which  he  brought  home  from  Vigo,  iu 
Spain,  on  purpose.  Will  all  members  attend  next 
Wednesday  evening  to  arrange  our  next  prize  outing,  as 
there  is  several  good  prizes  to  be  fished  for  ? — T.  Rosser. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — On  Jan.  1  Mr.  Willett  started 
the  new  year  with  a  jack  weighing  61b.,  and  on  Jan.  2 
Messrs.  Catt  and  Head  had  roach  and  dace. — C.  S.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — We  had 
a  nice  pike  of  131b.  IJoz.  weighed-in  by  our  host,  Mr. 
King.  It  was  taken  on  a  fine  gut  line  with  a  No.  8  hook 
while  roach  fishing.  On  Jan.  9  there  are  five  prizes  to  be 
fished  for ;  gross  weights  only ;  go  where  you  like.  All 
members  are  eligible  to  fish. — J.  G.  Lawford. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.  —  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr. 
Maybury  brought  in  roach  on  the  2nd  inst. ;  Mr.  Arnauld 
brought  in  roach  and  jack  on  the  4t]a  inst.  One  new 
member  made.  There  has  not  been  much  doing  during 
the  Christmas  holidays,  but  now  I  think  there  will  be  an 
improvement. — R.  Murphy. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Mr.  Durell  had  parch  ;  Mr. 
Smith,  roach.  I  hope  members  will  not  forget  that  next 
Wednesday  will  be  quarterly  night,  and  will  they  kindly 
attend  for  special  business. — C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
ToUington-road,  N. — Several  of  our  members  have  been 
out  during  the  holidays,  and,  although  the  takes  have  not 
been  large,  some  good  individual  fish  have  been  weighed-in. 
Mr.  Rutherford,  on  Dec.  30,  amongst  a  bag  of  pike  and 
roach  (271b.),  had  three  specimens  of  the  latter  fish  going 
lib.  13ioz.,  lib.  llfoz.,  and  lib.  lOoz. ;  and  Mr.  G.  West, 
same  date,  had  two,  lib.  14Joz.  and  lib.  13foz.  Mr.  T. 
Shaw  also  had  a  nice  show — twelve  roach,  weighing  111b. 
On  the  5th  instant,  Mr.  J.  Parsons  secured  over  lUb.  of 
roach  and  chub ;  and  Mr.  G.  Parsons,  2^1b.  roach  and 
dace,  from  the  club's  fishery, — E.  W. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Jan.  2  several  of  our  mem- 
bers were  out,  but  returned  with  a  blank — the  first  this 
season.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Gates  in  the  chair, 
when  it  was  resolved  that  Mr.  Minshaw'e  name  be  ei'ased 
from  the  books. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — The  members 
will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  Jan.  9,  on  any, 
part  of  the  Lea,  competitors  to  fish  from  the  towing-path 
only.  There  are  also  three  "  specials  "  to  be  fished  for  on 
Wednesday  next,  Jan.  12,  competitors  being  allowed  to 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred). — 
H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  match 
at  Chertsey  on  Jan.  2  proved  a  great  success,  when  all 
prizes  were  taken  as  follows  :  Messrs.  W.  Sibthorpe,  first 
prize;  T.  Dew,  second ;  H.  Bethel,  third;  F.  Cottington, 
fourth;  F.  Daws,  fifth;  J.  Down,  sixth;  C.  Butcher, 
seventh.  We  also  beg  to  thank  Mr.  Lovett,  of  the 
Cricke'ers'  Hotel,  Chertsey,  for  his  prize,  which  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Bethel  with  the  largest  roach.  Wednesday  next 
we  entertain  the  Wellington  A.S.  to  a  supper,  which  will 
commence  at  9  o'clock  sharp ;  concert  to  follow. — G. 
Edwards. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Jan.  2  Mr.  Manly  weighed-in  a 
chub  of  lib.  12oz.,  which  won  the  sixth  prize  of  the 
Christmas  outing.  Mr.  Bowdry  also  showed  dace.  On 
Jan.  30  we  have  an  outing  to  Shepperton  for  eight  prizes  ; 
all  competitors  to  start  on  the  morning.    Mr.  R.  H. 


Beckley   has   been    elected   a  working  member. — W. 
Watling. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  HoteJ, 
Newington  Gi-een,  N. —  On  Tuesday  last  we  held  our 
usual  half-yearly  special  general  meeting,  when  officers  for 
ensuing  half-year  wore  elected.  All  members  will  regret 
to  hear  that  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  S.  Renant,  has  left  the 
Clarendon.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  aecirded  to  Mr.  Renant 
for  the  kindness  he  has  always  shown  to  the  club,  and  for 
the  handsome  inkpot  and  stand  that  he  presented  to  the 
club.  Mr.  Renant  has  no  intention  of  leaving  the  club, 
and  is  still  a  member.  The  committee  will  meet  on 
Tuesday  next  at  9  o'clock.— H.  Stockdale. 

North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Jan.  16 
we  have  an  outing.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on 
Wednesday  next,  to  arrange  prizes  and  place  to  fish  for 
the  same. — A.  Lewis. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Jan.  2  Mr.  S. 
Orrow  weighed-in  121b.  lOJoz.  roach ;  Mr.  B.  Preston, 
71b,  roach;  Mr.  J.  Merrick,  -ilb.  4|oz.  roach;  Mr.  J. 
Moreton,  one  jack.  On  the  9th  we  fish  a  match  at  St. 
Margaret's.  Members  please  notice  Tuesday  next,  11th, 
is  general  meeting  night,  when  business  of  importance  is 
to  be  gone  into. — E,  Brockett, 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society. 
George  the  Fourth,  Gos well-road.— On  Jan.  2  ssveral 
of  our  members  tried  the  Lea,  but  only  Mr.  Isaacs 
weighed-ia  with  three  good  roach. — A.  Hill. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  Carlisle- 
street,  Westminster-road. — Our  outing  being  postponed  on 
Jan.  2  on  account  of  the  death  of  our  member,  C.  Duif, 
will  take  place  at  Shepperton  on  Jan,  9, — A.  H. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N,W. — On  Jan.  2  Mr.  Tayler  had  a  brace  of  jack 
from  the  Welsh  Harp,  I  hope  to  see  a  goodly  number  at 
Bourne  End  for  the  three  prizes  offered  for  the  9th. 
Conditions  of  match  :  Two  rods,  from  bank  only. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-rcad. — On  Jan.  2  only  two  member.s 
weighed-in.  Our  quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  the  4th 
inst.,  when  a  very  satisfactory  balance-sheet  was  passed. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
quarter  :  J.  Yule,  chairman  ;  C.  Brett,  assistant  secre- 
tai-y ;  and  Geo.  Keane  and  C.  Brett,  delegates,  A  club 
outing  will  take  plac?  at  Cookham  on  the  30th  inst. 
There  are  fifteen  prizes.  Further  particulars  will  be 
announced  in  due  course. — Geo.  Keene. 

Itoyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Jan.  2  most  of  our  members 
were  out,  but  all  failed  to  get  fish  with  the  exception  of 
Mr.  Bardot,  who  not  only  showed  a  good  tray  of  fish  but 
saved  us  from  a  blank  besides.  I  trust  to  see  a  good 
attendance  of  members  next  meeting  night. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington  Cross. — On  Jan.  2  we  had  a  very  fair  show 
of  roach,  dace,  and  perch  from  the  tidal  waters  of  the 
Thames;  Messrs.  E.  Leighton,  J.  Leigbton,  Beale,  and 
Morrell  weighed-in.  We  fish  a  match  for  five  prizes  oa 
Jan.  16,  Penton  Hook  to  Bells  of  Ousley.  All  members 
wishing  to  compete  must  be  clear  on  the  books  next 
Wednesday,  Jan.  12,— H.  Allen. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.  —  Our  competition  at 
Bourne  End  on  Jan.  2  was  a  failure,  only  two  members 
having  fish  ;  Mr.  Musgrave  had  a  good  show  of  roach  from 
another  water.  The  remaining  prizes  for  this  month  will 
be  fished  for  as  gross  weight  prizes ;  any  waters ;  full 
particulars  at  clubhouse. — F.  Thorling. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — On  Dec.  27 
last  a  few  of  our  members  were  out,  with  the  following 
results  :  Mr.  North,  31b.  14|oz.  roach  ;  Mr.  Petrie,  lOJoz. 
roach;  Mr.  B.  Smith,  lib.  SJoz.  dace.  On  Jan.  2,  Mr. 
Petrie,  lib.  12oz.  roach.  Last  Tuesday  night,  being 
quarterly  night,  we  decided  that  our  next  outing  shall 
take  place  at  Shiplake  on  Feb.  13.  No  punt  fishing 
allowed  ;  the  usual  conditions. — W.  Aldis. 

Southampton  Piscatorial  Society,  White  Swan 
Hotel,  West-end,  near  Southampton. — The  members  of 
this  club  had  splendid  sport  amongst  the  pike  during  the 
Christmas  holidays,  Mr.  Fenwick  secured  one  weighing 
121b. ;  Mr.  Burbage  one,  61b.  ;  Messrs.  Mutlock  and 
Bridger,  eight,  including  fish  of  lOJlb.  and  6|lb.  A  nice 
fish  of  about  131b.  was  killed  on  Tuesday  at  Woodmill, 
In  the  Ringwojd  waters  Mr.  Pandoiff,  during  a  three 
days'  stay  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  landed  some  very 
fine  fish,  the  three  largest  scaling  211b.,  161b.,  and  121b. 
respectively.  Mr.  Harry  Oddy  has  also  been  successful 
in  smaller  fish,  the  heaviest  weighing  1241b. — D.  K.  B. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Tuesday 
last  at  the  Firm  and  True  A.S.,  Prince  George,  Hillingdon- 
street,  Walworth,  when  seventeen  clubs  were  well 
represented.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Battersea 
Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham 
Junction,  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  25. — Alf  Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — On  Jan.  2  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  G.  Chamberlain,  roach  ;  W.  Woodford,  roach  and 
perch  ;  L.  Ehren,  perch.  Our  visit  was  a  great  success. 
Fourteen  clubs  answered  to  the  roll.  The  room  was 
packed,  and  we  had  a  very  pleasant  evening.  I  must 
thank  all  brother  members  for  their  support.  Our  worthy 
host,  Mr.  Truett,  gave  us  the  handsome  sum  of  £5  to  buy 
prizes  for  the  coming  season.  We  wish  him  a  happy  and 
prosperous  New  Year. — W.  Woodford. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms^  Strat- 
ford New  Town,  B. — The  following  members  weighed-in 
fish  on  Jan.  2  :  J.  Grande,  roach  and  dace  ;  F.  Humphres, 
roach ;  and  J.  Sandilands,  roach.    Will  members  please 


attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  for  another  match  ?— 
G.  F.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  W, — On  Tuesday  last  we  had 
a  very  large  muster  of  members.  Sorry  to  say  the  scales 
have  been  deserted  during  the  week.  We  have  another 
prize  to  add  to  the  list  published  last  week,  in  the  shape  of 
a  table  lamp  from  Mr.  Sherman.  We  have  arranged  for 
the  G.W.R.  to  put  on  a  saloon  car  to  9  o'clock  train  from 
Paddrngton,  calling  at  Westbourne  Park  at  9,3  a.m., 
returning  from  Windsor  at  6  o'clock  p.m. — E.  Jennings. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — Several  members  were  out 
on  Jan  2  ;  Mr.  J.  Payne  weighed-in  chub  and  roach.  The 
match  committee  are  requested  to  meet  on  Saturday 
evening  next,  to  make  alterations  in  the  match  arranged 
last  week.  Instead  of  being  fished  at  Taplow,  I  think  it  is 
probable  that  it  will  be  brought  off  between  Windsor 
Bridge  and  Surly  Hall  on  the  16th. — H.  Tyler. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
An  open  competition  is  arranged  for  Jan.  9,  when  three 
prizes  will  be  fished  for.  All  membars  please  attend  on 
Wednesday  next  to  make  arrangements  for  the  general 
outing  on  the  16th  inst. — W.  Wray. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham. — Such  foggy  weather 
having  prevailed,  none  of  our  members  have  ventured 
forth.  After  business  was  gone  through  last  Wednesday 
evening,  some  grand  harmony  was  indulged  in,  Messrs. 
Sparling,  Salmon,  Three  Lionis,  Matthews,  and  Haynes 
all  being  in  full  song.  We  finished  up  with  the  old  refrain, 
namely,  "  Auld  Lang  Syne."  A  tripe  supper  is  on  the 
tapis  at  an  early  date.  Walthamstow  Brothers  please 
note. — E.  Haynes. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W, — A  special  meeting  wiU  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  12,  to  arrange  monthly  match. — J.  H. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
At  the  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Renting  aud 
Preservation  Committee  of  the  London  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, held  this  week  at  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell,  Mr. 
R.  Murphy  presiding,  much  satisfaction  was  expressed  at 
the  result  of  the  recent  netting  on  Clapham  Common. 
Mention  was  also  made  of  the  great  assistance  rendered 
and  the  kindness  displayed  by  the  County  Council 
ofiicials  on  that  occasion.  The  following  letter  from 
Spring-gardens  was  also  read  by  Mr.  R.  Ghurney  (secre- 
tary) :  "  Sir, — The  Parks  and  Open  Spaces  Committee  of 
the  County  Council  have  considered  your  letter  of  the  5th 
ult.,  and  in  reply  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that 
they  have  given  authority  to  the  Chief  Oflioer 
of  the  Parks  Department  that  if  any  of  the 
ornamental  waters  in  parks  or  open  spaces  are 
about  to  be  cleared  out  to  allow  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion to  net  any  surplus  fish  in  the  waters. — I  am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  T.  Bell  (for  the  Clerk  of  the  Council)." 
The  association  had  also  communicated  with  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  Chief  Ranger,  with  reference  to  the  fish  in  the 
Serpentine,  &c.,  and  the  following  had  been  received  -, 
"  Glouce.ster  House,  Park-lane,  Dee.  22,— Sir, — In  reply 
to  yours  of  Dee.  9,  I  am  desired  to  inform  you  that  there 
is  no  idea  at  present  of  clearing  fish  out  of  the  lakes  and 
ponds  in  the  parks  under  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge's  control.  I  have  to  thank  you  also  kindly  for 
the  copy  of  the  '  Anglers'  Guide.' — I  am,  yours  faith- 
fully, Adolphus  FitzGeorge." 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

At  last  Monday's  meeting  of  this  society,  held  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  with  Capt.  Kershaw  in  the  chair,  a 
lecture  was  delivered  by  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson.  The 
subject  was  the  "Romance  of  Fish  Life,"  and  a  more 
attractive  subject,  to  anglers  at  any  rate,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find.  'The  doctor  appears  to  have  struck  new 
material  in  pointing  out  the  real  romance  that  can  be 
found  in  the  life  history  of  our  commonast  fishes.  Take 
the  stickleback  {Oasferostens  acideatus)  for  instance. 
Small  and  despised  fish  as  'he  is,  even  the  animal  world 
can  hardly  furnish  a  more  wonderful  example  of  the 
parental  instinct.  Or,  again,  the  metamorphoses  of  the 
Pleuronectiihv.  How  wonderful  they  are  when  explained 
by  a  good  lecturer,  who  illustrates  all  his  points  with  Jan- 
tern  slides,  showing  the  various  changes.  Or  our  old  friend 
the  cod.  How  varied  are  his  experiences  before  he  fulfils 
the  purpose  for  which  he  was  created,  and  appears  on  the 
table  with  the  usual  oyster  sauce  or  other  tasty  accom- 
piniment.  The  lecturer  fully  explained  the  life  history  of 
these  and  other  fishes,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
the  humbler  the  fish  the  more  interesting  he  appeared 
under  the  microscope  of  the  doctor's  inquiry. 

Pleasing  as  the  lecture  was,  it  had  an  eminently 
practical  side.  The  abuse  of  steam  trawling  was  shown 
most  distinctly,  not  only  so  far  as  the  romance  of  fish  life 
was  concerned,  but  by  the  cold  and  incontrovertible 
arithmetic  of  Government  Blue  Books. 

Beside  the  outside  shape  of  the  fish,  by  the  Rontgen  X 
Rays  the  wonderful  osseous  structures  of  sonie  of  the  flat 
fish  were  shown.  In  one  photograph  particularly,  the 
inter-spinal  rays  of  the  flounder,  highly  magnified,^  of 
course,  gave  the  audience  an  idea  of  the  complex  organisa- 
tion of,  at  any  rate,  one  well-known  fish. 

To  compress  in  a  short  notice  all  the  lecturer's  good 
things  would  be  impossible,  but  emphatically  it  is  a  lecture 
every  fisherman  should  hear,  and  illustrated  with  lantern 
slides  which  everyone,  fisherman  or  not,  should  see. 

The  display  of  fish  captured  by  members  included  a  nice 
chub  of  Sjlb.,  taken  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  at  Newbury. 
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Personally,  if  I  may  say  so,  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
deductions  Dr.  Patterson  has  drawn  from  his  large 
experience,  as  far,  at  any  rate,  as  concerns  sea  fish,  and  I 
can  only  hope  that  this  lecture  may  be  repeated  in  many 
places  so  as  to  arouse  the  attention  of  the  British  public 
to  the  importance  of  our  sea  fisheries,  and  to  the  foolish 
way  in  which  legislation,  or,  more  properly,  lack  of  legisla- 
tion, is  throwing  away  one  of  the  most  important  sources 
of  our  food  supply,  viz.,  our  sea  fish.  One  day  we  may 
sorely  regret  our  supine  indifference  in  this  matter.  It 
may  be  too  late  then.  Can  we  not  now  take  the  hints  Dr. 
Patterson  has  given  us,  and  press  upon  the  powers  thit  be 
the  necessity,  the  urgent  necessity,  of  having  this  matter 
— the  destruction  of  our  sea  fisheries— thoroughly  thrashed 
out  by  experts,  armed  with  Government  authority  to  deal 
with  it.  Harold  Wood. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Margate.— Good  fishing  off  here  now.  Boats  are 
getting  up  to  four  score  per  tide,  all  good  sized  fish.  As 
long  as  fine  weather  lasts  they  will  remain.  Eight  boats 
this  day  (Wednesday)  out.  All  of  them  good  catche*  ;  one 
boat,  five  score  codling.— T.  Jephcott  (B.S.A.S.). 

CLUBS. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Windsor  Com- 
PKTiTioN  Committee,  Committee  Rooms,  Queen's  Arms, 
1a,  Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  W.  —  On  Thursday 
evening,  Jan.  6,  the  dinner  of  the  above  committee  took 
place,  when  a  large  number  of  members  and  friends  were 
present.  Mr.  E.  Benns,  of  the  Eagle,  Ladbrooke-grove, 
occupied  the  chair ;  Mr.  Barrett,  the  vice.  The  first 
toast  was  "  Our  Host  and  Treasurer,"  followed  by  "  The 
Committee  and  Officers,"  "  The  President,"  "  The 
Chairman,"  and  "  Visitors."  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams 
responded  for  the  ofiicers,  and  Mr.  J.  Talbot  for  the  com- 
mittee. The  result  and  proceeds  of  the  Windsor  A.B. 
competition  will  be  duly  handed  over  on  the  next  meeting 
of  the  A.B.S.  Harmony  reigned  supreme  throughout  the 
evening. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Anifling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — Mr.  J.  Smith  was  the  only 
member  to  weigh-in  on  the  2nd  inst.^  IS^lb.  of  roach.  The 
competition  for  the  January  series  of  prizes  will  take  place 
on  Jan.  30. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackwater  Angling  Society,  Welcome  Sailor 
Inn,  Maldon,  Essex. — On  Jan.  2  we  had  a  nice  show  of 
fish  from  tidal  waters,  which  are  getting  in  grand_  condi- 
tion. The  following  members  weighed-in  :  W.  Wiggens, 
roach,  perch,  and  dace  (largest  perch 9|oz.)  ;  W.  Cuthbe, 
roach  and  perch  (largest  perch  lljoz.)  ;  G.  Brock,  roach  ; 
E.  Eudlin,  apike,  71b.  11  Jfoz.,  taken  from  the  Chelmer.  We 
fish  a  peg -down  match  on  the  9th  from  Speeny  Weir. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  High-road,  Kilburn. — On  Jan.  2  Messrs.  J. 
Tanner,  G.  Tanner,  and  J.  Bowry  weighed-in  roach  and 
dace.  On  Jan.  9  we  fish  a  pegged-down  match  at  Cook- 
ham  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  two  rode  ;  catch  own  baits  ;  to  go 
by  first  train  on  the  morning,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster. — A.  C.  Quick. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W. — At  a  meeting  held  last 
Tuesday  it  was  arranged  that  a  prize  outing  takes  place  on 
Jan.  16,  for  three  money  prizes  ;  said  match  to  be  fished 
batween  Bell  Weir  Lock  and  Old  Windsor  Lock ;  towing- 
path  only.  I  trust  all  members  will  compete  in  this 
match,  and  also  attend  the  next  weekly  meeting  to  arrange 
auditors  for  balance-sheet  and  make  fixtures  for  matches 
for  remaining  prizes. — S.  Violet. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Several  members 
showed  up  on  Jan.  2,  but  sport  was  rather  quiet,  no 
"grandfathers"  being  weighed-in.  Shall  be  pleased  to 
see  good  show  this  week.  Members  requested  to  make 
effort  to  support  Wednesday  meetings  in  better  proportion 
noM  Christmas  is  done. — H.  Brock. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
bourne-road. — On  Jan.  2  Mr.  Mothersole  weighed-in  roach 
and  dace,  best  roach  lib.  Joz.  On  Jan.  16  we  fish  a  match 
between  Windsor  Bridge  and  Boveney  Lock  ;  two  rods  ; 
catch  own  live  bait;  five  prizes,  123.,  lOs.,  8s.,  63.,  and  4s. 

St.  Thomas'  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — We  take  a 
visit  on  the  Central  List  on  the  10th  inst.  Will  all 
members  kindly  attend  on  Wednesday  for  urgent  clab 
business.  Our  worthy  host,  Mr.  Rendal,  started  us  oS 
with  £3  33.  worth  of  whisky.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  on  Monday. — G.  George. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — On  Jan.  2  Mr.  Duckworth 
had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace,  the  roach  averaging 
|lb.  each,  the  largest  lib.  2oz. ;  the  best  dace  ooz.  Our 
January  outing  will  take  place  at  Shiplake. — Pelican. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Boydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  Jan.  2  the  following  weighed-in  some 
nice  takes  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch :  Messrs.  P.  Renn  and 
G.  Styman.  We  fish  our  next  match  at  Windsor  for  four 
prizes  on  Jan.  30.  Members  please  note.  Hoping  members 
wiU  attend  next  week  on  important  club  business. — W. 
Harden. 


Bobbie  is  beginning  to  think  for  himself.  His  con- 
fidence in  Santa  Claus  is  great,  but  latterly  he  has  been  of 
an  inquiring  turn  of  mind.  "  I  say,  papa,"  he  observed 
the  other  night,  as  he  gazed  at  a  picture  of  the  rotund 
saint,  "  is  that  a  good  picture  of  Santa  Claus  ?  "  "  Very," 
said  his  father.  "Is  he  as  fat  and  jolly-looking  as  all 
that?"  "Fatter,  if  anything."  "Well,"  said  Bobbie, 
"  I  don't  see  how  he  can  squeeae  that  Btomaoh  of  hia  down 
through  our  chimney  I  " 


jottings  bp  f^e  iSag 


"Dear  '  Dragnet,'— Referring  to  the  extraordinary 
case  quoted  in  your  last  week's  issue  by  Mr.  Read  Clarke 
from  the  People,  there  are  many  stranger  things  on  record 
than  the  instance  of  a  shilling  being  found  in  a  hpn's  egg. 
In  a  book  presented  to  my  Uttle  girl  this  last  Christmas  by 
her  'fond  Auntie  Bell,'  there  is  an  account  of  a  widow 
lady  and  her  son  who  were  the  happy  possessors  of  a  goose 
which  laid  eggs  of  '  pure  gold.'  Their  names  and  addresses 
are  not  given ,  but  the  account  is  a  most  circumstantial  one. 
The  same  interesting  volume  also  quotes  a  wonderful 
instance  of  the  vitality  of  birds.  It  appears  that  on  one 
occasion  some  two  dozen  blackbirds  were  made  into  a  pie 
for  a  certain  royal  personage.  Names  and  addresses  are 
again  unfortunately  omitted.  But  when  the  top  crust  was 
removed  at  table,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  these 
sweet  songsters  of  the  grove  had  been  '  baked  in  a  pie,' 
the  '  birds  began  to  sing.' 

 >♦«♦ <  

"  A  MORE  wonderful  example  of  vitality,  I  submit,  it 
would  be  hard  to  find,  and  further,  the  same  history 
relates,  that  immediately  afterwards,  '  a  blackbird,' 
although  it  is  not  specifically  stated,  presumably  one  of 
those  from  the  pie,  thoughtlessly  removed  the  nasal  organ 
('  popped  off  her  nose  '  are  the  exact  words)  of  one  of  the 
king's  domestics,  who  was  engaged  in  the  humble  but 
necessary  duty  of  hanging  the  royal  pyjamas  on  the  clothes 
line  in  the  back  yard.  Further,  my  children,  who  were 
dining  with  their  grandparents  on  Christmay  day  last,  each 
found  a  bright  new  half-crown  in  the  portion  of  pudding 
handed  to  them.  Could  anything  be  more  wondeiful? 
And  yet  this  extraor  Jinary  thing  has  happened  on  previous 
Christmas  days.  I  gladly  make  Mr.  Clarke's  scrap-book 
and  the  People  a  present  of  these  interesting  curiosities  of 
natural  history ;  and,  wishing  you  a  happy  New  Year, 
remain,  yours,  &c.,  Truthful  Tommy." 
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MR.  FRED  MATHER. 


On  another  page  of  this  issue  we  give  a  notice  of  a 
capital  book,  entitled,  "Men  I  Have  Fished  Wi^h,"  and 
we  are  glad  to  give  a  portrait  of  the  author,  Mr.  Fred 
Mather.  Mr.  Mather  is  one  of  the  most  distingfuished 
of  living  pisciculturists.  His  work  in  this  direction  is  as 
well  known  in  Europe  as  it  is  in  America.  He  has  also 
been  known  for  nearly  half  a  century  as  one  of  the  fore- 
most anglers  and  writers  on  angling  in  the  United  States. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  adventure.  At  the  outbreak  of 
the  American  Civil  War  he  enlisted  as  a  private  ;  served 
through  all  the  grades  to  captain.  His  recommendation 
for  major  was  sent  in  the  day  before  he  was  reported 
killed — he  had,  indeed,  been  captured  by  the  Southerners. 
He  has  been  hunter,  trapper,  scout,  interpreter,  as  well  aa 
soldier,  pisciculturist,  and  journalist.  The  men  he  has 
fished  with  and  is  now  writing  about  include  some  of  the 
moat  famous  of  American  anglers.  We  hope  he  may  have 
many  opportunities  in  the  future  of  adding  to  his  pleasant 
angling  memories. 

At  the  usuil  weekly  meeting  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  held  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  ia  the  chair,  all 
the  honours  rested  with  Mr.  Edwards,  who  had  taken 
many  score  of  whiting  and  some  nice  cod  at  Deal.  There 
was  a  desultory  but  interesting  discussion,  in  which  many 
members  took  part,  on  the  evils  of  the  destruction  of 
immature  fish,  and  the  effect  this  was  likely  to  have  on  the 
future  of  sea  fishing,  and  methods  were  suggested  by 
which  this  destruction  might  be  stopped,  or,  at  any  rate, 
lessened. 

 >»»•»<  

Dr.  Patterson's  lecture  on  Monday  evening  to  a  full 
house  of  the  Piscatorials  was  a  great  success.  His  title, 
"  The  Romance  of  Pish  Life,"  is  a  taking  one,  and  from  the 
frequent  applause  which  greeted  his  statements  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  audience  thoroughly  appreciated  both 


the  admirable  lecture  and  the  equally  admirable  lantern 
slides  (skilfully  manipulated  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf) 
with  which  it  was  illustrated. 



Mr.  C.  Herbert,  of  Oxford,  writes  :  "  Following  the 
capture  of  the  jack  last  reported  from  near  Bablock, 
Hythe,  viz.,  181b.  14oz.,  is  another  large  fish,  weighing 
201b.  from  King's  Weir.  Both  fish  are  in  Messrs.  Coop  r 
and  Son's  hands  for  preservation.  I  had  a  good  catch  iji 
the  early  hours  of  Sunday  last — a  Jack,  for  that  was  his 
name,  and  a  flue  net  measuring  between  9jds.  and  lOyds. 
The  individual  will,  no  doubt,  have  to  show  cause,  &c." 


But  after  all,  the  most  important  incident  of  the  evening 
was  the  annouDoement  that  proxies  are  not  to  be  used  at 
the  extraordinary  general  meeting  next  week.  Oh,  no,  I 
am  not  betraying  secrets,  because  I  have  been  askei  to 
make  public  the  following  resolution 

"Proposed,  seconded,  and  carried  neyn.  con.  that 
having  heard  that  proxies  shall  not  be  used  at  the 
extraordinary  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  12th  inst.,  the 
ordinary  members  present  feel  that  an  announcement  of 
such  importance  should  be  made  public  in  the  press  to 
prevent  misunderstanding,  and  that  all  members  should 
personally  attend  if  possible." 

 >♦»♦<  

In  common  with  my  fellow  members,  I  have  my  own 
opinions  on  the  proxy  question,  but,  like  "  Brer  Rabbit," 
I  prefer  tj  "lay  low,  and  siy  nuffin' ;  "  anyhow,  I  do 
sincerely  hope  that  the  result  of  the  extraordinary  general 
meeting  will  be  satisfactory  to  all  concerned,  and  do  much 
for  the  future'  benefit  of  the  society.  More  than  one 
eminent  member  of  the  Bar  is  of  opinion  that  the  proxies 
are  good.  No  doubt  the  chairman  on  the  12th  will  be 
able  to  decide. 


I  notice  that  Miss  Florence  Marryat  is  to  give  some 
recitals  at  St.  James's  Hall  next  Monday  (Jan.  10)  and 
two  other  evenings.  Besides  those  who  know  of  this 
lady's  elocutionary  powers,  doubtless  many  will  be  present 
to  see  one  they  know  of  as  the  daughter  of  our  great  sea 
novelist,  a  novelist  herself,  and  as  the  spiritualistic 
leader  who  wrote  "There  is  no  Death."  Mr.  Edwdn 
Drew  is  manager  of  the  recitals,  and  Mr.  Temple  Saxe 
and  others  will  assist  Miss  Marryat  to  entertain  her 
audience. 

I  AM  pleased  to  hear  that  a  movement  is  on  foot 
amongst  pressmen  to  present  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilkinson,  the 
courteous  and  popular  secretary  of  the  Royal  A(|narinni, 
with  a  i^resent  on  the  occasion  of  his  wedding,  which  is 
shortly  to  take  place,  as  an  acknowledgement  of  the 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held,  and  of  the  exceptionally 
courteous  treatment  pressmen  have  always  received 
at  Mr.  Wilkinson's  hand.  I  cordially  hope  that  the 
testimonial  will  be  worthy  alike  of  the_  givers  and  the 
receiver,  and  take  this  opportunity  of  wishing  my  friend 
and  his  bride  that  is  to  be  every  possible  happiness  and 
prosperity  in  their  married  life. 

 >  <  

Mr.  E.  Micham,  secretary  of  the  Hounsfield  Otters, 
says  that  the  writer  of  an  article  entitled  "  Dace,  Grayling, 
and  Chub  "  remarked  that  "  no  one  would  beat  two  dace 
of  21b.  SJoz."  He  continues  :  "One  of  our  members  can 
come  very  near  to  it,  with  two  fish,  weighing  21b.  2Joz. — ■ 
separate  weights,  lib.  2ioz.  and  lib.  I  should  like  to 
know  if  he  has  had  better  takes  than  these  ?  One  of  our 
members  has  had  the  following  :  In  February  last,  one 
day,  eight  fish,  61b.  6ioz.  ;  another  day,  one  fish,  lib.  In 
March,  one  day,  one  fish,  lib.  2J:0z.  ;  ditto,  several  fish 
from  12oz.  to  15oz.,  but  no  record  kept.  On  June  23  last 
(as  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette),  six  fish,  over  41b.  If 
any  of  your  readers  can  forward  batter  takes  than  these  I 
shall  be  very  pleased  to  hear  of  them.  I  would  very  much 
like  to  know  the  weights  of  the  first  mentioned  fish." 


I  AM  pleased  to  publish  Mr.  Micham's  letter,  but  still, 
even  from  his  own  interesting  statistics,  I  can  hardly 
gather  that  the  record  published  was  broken  by  any  of 
his  members.  For  his  information  I  may  say  that  the  two 
fish  he  comments  on  were  weighed  at  the  Fisltnuj  Gazette 
office  in  the  presence  of  the  editor,  and  scaled,  twenty- 
four  hours  after  capture,  lib.  2oz.  and  lib.  l^oz.  respec- 
tively. The  same  angler  (Mr.  Horace  Howard),  on  Jan.  2, 
from  the  Cam,  took,  in  four  hours'  fishing,  five  dace — 
9oz.,  lOJoz.,  12oz.,  15oz.,  and  lejoz. 

 >♦»■»<  

The  lecture  announced  for  Tuesday  evening  next  by 
Mr.  Eldred,  at  the  Gresham  A. S.,  has  baen  unavoidably 
postponed. 

Owing  to  the  unprofitable  nature  of  last  teison's 
operations,  the  Dundee  Arctic  Fisheries  Company 
(Limited)  is  about  to  retire  from  the  business,  and  the 
company  is  to  bs  voluntarily  wound  up  without  fmt'aer 
ado.  It  appears  the  company  had  a  very  disastrous  season 
this  year,  only  one  small  whale,  yielding  twelve  toES  of 
oil  and  about  half  a  ton  of  whalebone,  having  been 
captured,  the  revenue  from  which,  needless  to  fay,  was 
not  sufficietit  to  pay  expenses.  Other  vessels  belonging  to 
the  company  have  fared  even  worse.  As  a  result  there  is 
a  loss  on  the  voyages  of  the  past  season  of  £6473,  which, 
following  a  bad  season  in  1896,  when  a  similar  loss  was 
made,  has  proved  too  much  for  the  shareholders,  who,  as 
already  stated,  have  decided  to  risk  no  more  of  their 
money  in  the  basiness. 

The  Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  and  their  host,  Mr. 
Richard  Blunden,  gave  a  New  Year's  concert  on  Jan.  0, 
at  headquarters,  HoUoway  Station   Hotel,  Holloway« 
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road,  N.  Mr.  Caimes  (president)  occupied  the  chair, 
supported  by  Mefsrs.  Symons,  Stone,  Horsey,  Barnes, 
Gordon,  Ac.  A  very  lengthy  programme  beiag  put  before 
the  members  and  friends.  Prof.  Johnson  started  the 
harmony  with  a  pianoforte  solo,  followed  by  Mr.  Fred 
Simpson  with  "  The  Spanish  Senora's."  After  this  Mr. 
W.  Menage,  Mr.  F.  Menage,  Mr.  W.  Barnes,  Mr.  Albert 
Day,  Mr.  Walter  Perrins,  Mr.  James  Love  Gordon,  Mr. 
W.  Mead  ("  Gallery  and  Boxes  "),  Mr.  J.  G.  Glover,  Mr. 
G.  Roberts,  Mr.  Horner,  Mr.  Hylton,  &c.,  great 
appreciation  being  shown  to  the  artistes,  meet  of  whom 
were  encored  several  times.  A  vote  of  thanks,  with 
musical  honours,  to  the  president  and  host  closed  a  most 
enjoyable  evening. 

Mr.  J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.),  writing  from  Deal, 
says  :  "  Mr.  F.  Roberts  took  a  splendid  pollack  of  181b. 
on  a  long  line  on  Tuesday  last — a  female  fish,  containing 
a  full  roe  cf  about  SJlb.  The  above  is  here  reckoned  an 
extremely  rare  case,  pollack  generally  being  entirely  void 
of  roe  in  this  locality." 


My  friend,  Mr.  D.  K.  Bridger,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Southampton  Piscatorial  Society,  tells  me  that  the 
members  now  number  over  eighty,  and  hopes  to  double 
that  number  rest  season,  as  sea  anglers  are  expected  to 
join  in  force.  He  sajs  :  "  There  is  a  scarcity  of  good  coarse 
lishing  round  here,  as  all  coarse  fish  are  destroyed  in  order 
to  preserve  the  trout,  but  we  have  managed  to  secure  a 
nice  little  stretch  of  water  within  easy  walking  distance  of 
the  town." 


I  HEAR  from  my  old  fiiend  and  brother  angler  (Mr. 
Parkin)  that  Mr.  Fitch,  the  well-known  and  much- 
respected  secretary  of  the  Great  Northern  Angling  Society, 
is_  seriously  ill.  I  am  quite  sure  that  every  good  angler 
will  wish  him  a  speedy  recovery. 


Mb.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  the  editor  of  that  bright,  breezy 
little  four-page  fishing  paper,  the  T/iawes  Angling  News, 
has  forwarded  me  the  issue  for  the  current  month.  On 
the  front  page  is  a  likeness  of  Councillor  A.  W.  Homer- 
sham,  J. P.,  president  cf  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society, 
accompanied  by  a  special  interview.  The  remainder  of  the 
letter-press  is  of  a  very  readable  order,  and  the  paper  in 
every  way  reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  its  enterprising 
editor. 


The  K.P.S.  are  very  fortunate,  after  the  severe  loss 
they  sustained  by  the  death  of  Lord  Inverurie,  in  securing 
such  a  iuccesEor  in  the  chair  as  Mr.  Homeisham.  In  the 
course  of  the  interview,  the  president  says  :  "  I  want  to 
see  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  one  of  the  best 
societies  in  existence.  It  seems  probable  that  if  the  club 
continues  to  grow  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  since  it 
was  started,  that  ere  long  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  pro- 
cure a  clubhouse  of  our  own  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 
It  would  be  a  splendid  achievement,  in  that  members 
might  be  able  to  house  their  punts  there,  also  keep  their 
rods  and  tackle  there,  and  have  separate  lockers  for  the 
use  of  members.  An  angling  library  might  be  formed, 
and  members  could  call  at  any  time  of  the  day  and  read 
the  weekly  and  monthly  angling  papers.  We  should  have 
better  opportunities  for  intercourse  with  each  other  if  we 
had  a  clubhouse  such  as  that.  Members  could  also  exhibit 
their  stulied  fish,  &c.  I  could  suggest  many  things  which 
would  be  of  advantage  to  the  welfare  of  the  club  if  it  had 
a  proper  club-room  of  its  own,  that  is  to  say,  a  place  where 
one  could  walk  into  and  use  every  day." 

 >  ♦  »  •  <  

My  friend  Marriott  (of  Nottingham)  has  been  having  a 
few  days  on  the  Little  Ouse,  at  Brandon.  He  writes  me  : 
"  As  I  ventured  to  predict,  the  return  of  this  river  to  its 
natural  state,  owing  to  the  practical  cessation  of  navigation, 
,  has  caused  a  heavy  immigration  of  pike.  In  fact,  in  every 
lee  corner,  from  Wilton  Bridge  to  Sarton,  Downham,  the 
number  of  jack  of  any  weight  up  to  about  81b.  or  101b.  is 
simply  marvellous.  In  two  short  mornings'  fishing  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  last,  I  hooked  eight  and  seven  fish 
respectively,  bringing  home  three  brace  in  each  case, 
weights  being  81b.,  71b.,  aud  6Jlb.  On  the  tributaries,  on 
Saturday,  below  '  Sheepwash,'  on  a  length  of  about 
70yds,,  I  ran  nine  fish  within  a  space  of  about  half  an  hour, 
landing  seven  and  losing  two,  of  which  one  was  a  very 
handsome  fish  ;  total  on  Saturday,  five  brace,  of  which  six 
weighed  about  4Jlb.  each,  one  61b.,  and  three  small.  The 
river  is  not  in  a  condition  to  spin,  though  in  one  or  two  places 
this  might  be  done  with  great  success.  On  the  same  day 
that  I  nailed  the  five  brace,  twenty-one  runs  were  obtained 
by  another  party  near  Downham,  but  I  believe  not  many 
of  these  were  landed  {sic,  the  boatman).  In  conclusion,  I 
should  strongly  recommend  any  novice  who  wants  a  few 
lessons  in  jack  fishing  to  take  a  trip  to  Brandon.  He  will 
certainly  not  have  to  complain  of  want  of  pi-aotioal 
illustrations.  Almost  any  bait  will  do  here  equally  well, 
but  the  ordinary  Little  Ouse  dace  seems  equally  as  deadly 
as  any  other,  and  is  easily  obtainable  at  an  hour's  notice." 


It  18  m  a  certain  sense  gratifying  to  find,  in  a  speech 
which  was  recently  made  at  the  Sanitary  Inspectors' 
Association  meeting  by  Sir  John  Hutton,  late  chairman  of 
the  London  County  Council,  endorsement  of  the  views 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  expressed  in  these 
columns  on  London's  water  supply.  The  statements  of 
such  an  eminent  authority,  here  reproduced  from  the 
Daily  Mail,  should  be  of  the  greatest  interest  to  all 
London  water  consumers,  whether  they  may  also  happen 
to  be  anglers  or  not.  Sir  John  Hutton  is  reported  to  have 
said : 


The  fact  that  no  serious  epidemic  of  recent  times  can 
be  traced  to  the  water  supply,'  he  said,  '  must  not  be  too 
implicitly  relied  on,  for  we  know  that  the  impurities  going 
into  the  Thames  are  highly  injurious  to  health,  it  being 
only  a  question  as  to  how  far  this  organic  matter  is  diluted 
before  it  enters  the  company's  mains,  and  is  eventually 
supplied  to  a  large  section  of  London.  Coming  to  the 
objections  to  the  cost  involved  in  a  new  supply,'  continued 
Sir  John,  '  I  would  deal  with  them  in  two  ways.  First,  I 
take  it  to  be  of  paramount  importance  London's  water 
supply  in  its  entirety  should  be  above  suspicion.  And, 
from  that  point  of  view,  although  the  statement  may 
appear  startling,  I  should  assert  that  the  monetary  con- 
sideration is  of  quite  secondary  importance.  If  an 
epidemic  similar  to  that  which  has  devastated  Maidstone 
afflicted  London,  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  cases  would 
be  considerably  larger  than  it  has  been  in  that  town,  and 
therefore,  in  dealing  with  a  matter  of  this  kind,  one  must 
not  be  altogether  influenced  by  the  consideration  of 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 

" '  But  I  quite  recognise  that  if  the  eight  water 
companies  of  London  are  to  be  bought  out  at  the  absurd 
figure  of,  say,  £30,000,000— this  figure  being  paid  for  a 
supply  which,  whatever  its  present  quantity,  may  be  in  a 
few  years  totally  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  London— the 
metropolis  would  be  heavily  handicapped  by  such  a  dead 
weight.  A  considerable  section  of  both  parties  on  the 
council  are  impressed  with  this  view.  You  are  in  favour 
of  ^  the  scheme  for  obtaining  a  new  supply  from  Wales  ?  ' 
'  Yes ;  and  when  we  remember  that  it  would  take  seven 
or  eight  years  to  complete  the  works  necessary  for  such  a 
supply,  and  that  the  most  enthusiastic  supporters  of  the 
companies  estimate  that  their  capacity  for  supplyintr 
London  will  be  exhausted  in  about  thirty  years,  it  is 
evident  that  there  is  no  undue  margin  of  time  for  pre- 
paring for  the  Welsh  scheme.  But  a  more  important  con- 
sideration is  the  fact  that  there  are  not  more  than  two 
suitable  areas  available  from  which  this  supply  could  be 
obtained.'  " 

>  »  *  *  <  

"  The  transfer  of  the  whole  of  the  trout  hatched  for  the 
Acclimatisation  Committee  at  the  hatchery  at  Whitby 
Falls,"  says  the  Western  Mail  (West.'Australia)  of  Dec.  3, 
"  was  completed  during  last  week,  the  last  consignment 
having  been  conveyed  to  the  new  ponds  at  Drakes  Brook 
on  Saturday.  The  transfer  was  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Le  Souef ,  the  fish  being  carried  in  special  fish  cans,  kept  at 
the  requisite  temperature  by  means  of  ice.  The  mortality 
amongst  young  fish  at  Whitby  Falls  since  they  were 
hatohed  was  found,  owing  to  several  unfavourable  circum- 
stances, to  have  been  much  greater  than  was  thought, 
and  the  number  of  fish  taken  to  the  ponds  at  Drakes 
Brook  was  only  about  4500,  of  which  3500  were 
brown,  and  the  remaining  1000  salmon  trout.  The 
mortality  during  the  transfer  was  also  somewhat  heavy. 
The  young  fish  are  now  about  lin.  in  length,  and  they  will 
remain  in  the  Drakes  Brook  ponds  until  they  are  large 
enough  for  distribution  in  various  streams,  which  will  be 
about  a,  year  hence.  It  is  thought  that  at  Drakes  Brook 
they  will  have  a  much  better  chance  of  thriving  than  at 
Whitby  Falls.  At  Drakes  Brook  the  temperature,  owing 
to  various  local  conditions,  is  considerably  less  than  at 
Whitby,  and  it  is  thought  that  it  will  remain  throughout 
the  summer  below  the  maximum  degree  which  is  suitable 
for  the  fish." 

 >♦»»<  

It  is  understood  that  the  millowners  and  fishery 
proprietors  of  the  Surrey  Wandle  will  wait  upon  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture  when  Parliament  meets,  and 
protest  against  the  action  of  the  Croydon  Corporation  in 
tapping  the  springs  of  that  river  at  Waddon. 


An  extraordinary  sight,  says  the  Eclio,  was  wit- 
nessed recently  on  the  Dover  Promenade  Pier.  The 
sea  was  literally  alive  with  fish,  chiefly  whiting.  This 
attracted  a  number  of  anglers,  and  during  the  evening 
over  2000  fish  were  landed." 


"Mr.  James  C.  Tawes,  the  State  Fish  Commissioner 
for  the  Eastern  Shore,  lives  In  Ciisfield,"  says  the  Balti- 
inore  Sun.  "He  is  an  active  and  progressive  business 
man,  and  unusually  bright  and  intelligent.  He  has  spent 
his  life  as  a  dealer  in  marine  productions,  such  as  fish, 
crabs,  oysters,  and  terrapin,  and  is  alert  to  note  any- 
thing affecting  that  industry.  He  has  many  testimonials 
from  people  all  over  the  State  engaged  in  its  fisheries  to 
the  great  increase  in  the  supply  of  shad  and  other  fish 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Fish  Commission.  Mr.  Tawes 
purposes  to  devote  the  efforts  of  the  commission  particu- 
larly to  mountain  trout  and  black  bass,  not  relaxing,  how- 
ever, the  previous  efforts  that  he  and  others  have  made 
to  increase  the  supply  of  perch  in  Maryland  waters.  Mr. 
Tawes  is  quite  enthusiastic  on  the  subject  of  restoring  the 
supply  of  diamond-back  teriapin.  The  marshes  and 
sandbanks  are  still  there,  the  food  of  the  terrapin  is  as 
abundant  as  ever,  yet  that  precious  little  reptile  is  fast 
becoming  extinct.  Yet  Mr.  Taw«3  is  of  opinion  that  they 
can  be  raised  with  ease  and  surprising  cheapness,  and 
that  with  the  aid  of  the  State  the  supply  may  easily  be 
maintained. 


"  The  cause  of  the  rapid  decline  in  the  quantity  of 
terrapin  is  thought  by  the  natives  to  be  due  to  the 
destruction  of  the  terrapin  eggs.  As  they  lay  only  in  high, 
sandy  places,  scores  of  people  in  the  laying  season  patrol 
the  sandy  beaches  daily  in  search  of  these  eggs,  and  carry 
them  off  to  be  eaten  as  table  luxuries,  just  as  hen's  eggs 
and  as  a  substitute  for  them.  They  are  said  to  be  very 
rich  and  delicious.  Capt.  Tawes  purposes,  if  he  is  given 
a  BuflScient  appropriation  to  justify  it,  to  impound  a 


number  of  females  m  a  State  pound  or  pounds,  and  to 
hatch  out  the  young  ones  from  the  eggs.  They  begin 
laying  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  hatch  in  about  thirty 
days.  The  female  terrapin  scratches  a  hole  in  the  sand 
with  her  fore  paws,  deposits  her  eggs— from  thirteen  to 
nineteen— in  it,  and  then  covers  them  up  and  leaves  the 
heat  of  the  sun  on  the  sand  to  hatch  out  the  youna 
terrapins."  • 

 ^-^♦-^  

While  two  men  were  hunting  ducks  on  White  Lake 
Monlioello  (U.S.A.),  one  day  recently,  they  shot  at  a 
duck,  and  then  noticed  a  splashing  in  the  water  where  the 
duck  had  been,  and,  supposing  they  had  wounded  it,  rowed 
to  the  spot  and  grabbed  what  they  thought  was  the 
wounded  duck,  bat  imagine  their  surprise  when  they 
found  they  had,  instead  of  a  duck,  two  large  bass.  The 
larger  one  had  the  head  of  the  smaller  one  in  its  mouth, 
and  its  gills  had  become  fastened  so  that  it  could  not 
disengage  itself,  and  its  efforts  to  do  so  had  caused  the 
splashing  which  the  hunters  had  noticed.  The  large  one 
weighed  3Jlb.,  and  the  smaller  one  2|lb. 


As  precursors  of  bad  weather,  a  flock  of  sea  gulls 
swarmed  on  the  Thames  near  Blaokfriars  Bridge  on 
Christmas  Day.  Fluttering  and  whirling  around  in  the 
cold,  foggy  atmosphere,  and  flickering  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  the  pretty  white  plumage  of  the  visitants  could 
be  well  seen  by  people  on  the  bridge  whose  attention  was 
drawn  that  way  by  the  twittering  and  screaming  of  the 
birds.  Three  of  the  corporation  swans  had  sailed  down 
from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  so  as  to  meet  and 
repel  the  marine  invaders.  The  swans  were  young  birds 
not  yet  in  full-blown  majesty,  but  still  sufficiently  stately 
to  impress  the  gulls,  who  swooped  about  at  a  respectful 
distance.  The  smuttiness  of  a  London  fog  had  more 
effect  on  the  ampler  plumage  of  the  swans  tlian  on  that  of 
the  gulls,  the  former  looking  decidedly  dingy  and  shabby, 
the  latter  still  a  shade  whiter  than  the  hoar  frost  which 
silvered  the  Thames  barges. 


To-day,"  says  the  Evening  News,  "a  painter  engfaged 
m  work  on  the  front  of  a  house  in  a  street  off  the  Strand 
chalked  on  the  pavement,  '  Wet  Pant.'  The  ortho- 
graphical error  brought  on  him  the  derision  of  passers  by, 
and  their  numerous  inquiries  thus:  'Matey,  where's  yer 
bloomin'  '  i '  ?  '  Annoyed  at  the  chaff,  the  knight  of  the 
brush  descended  his  step  ladder,  and  rubbing  out  '  pant,' 
substituted  '  piant.'  Then,  with  the  triumphant  exclama- 
tion. That'll  knock  'em  ! '  he  reascended  the  ladder,  and 
continued  his  artistic  labours." 

 >»*»<  

What  a,bout  our  poor  little  "bottle  and  knife"  story 
after  this?  "Some  fishermen  caught  at  Port  Tampa 
Florida,  a  huge  shark.  On  the  stomach  of  the  fish  being 
opened  a  small  barrel  without  a  lid  was  found,  with  the 
open  part  pointing  to  the  shark's  throat.  This  was  full 
of  dead  fish  which  the  shark  had  swallowed,  but  as  the 
wooden  barrel  prevented  their  getting  any  further  aud 
resisted  the  prcoess  of  digestion,  the  fish  was  on  ths  point 
of  dying  of  starvation  !  " 


Grievous,  indeed,  are  the  reports  which  come  to  hand 
as  to  the  salmon  poaching  on  the  Tweed.  "Wren  Tail," 
in  the  Manchester  Evening  Chronicle,  makes  some  very 
severe  remarks  on  the  Tweed  Conservators,  who,  he  says, 
seem  to  be  a  "supine  and  helpless  body,"  and  appeals  to 
the  Government,  if  necessary,  to  step  in  and  put  a  stop  te 
the  scandalous  state  of  things  which  now  prevails.  If  the 
reports  are  true,  and  unfortunately  there  seems  to  be  no 
reason  to  doubt  their  accuracy,  the  Government  certainly 
should  interfere.  One  need  not  be  an  expert  to  realise  the 
fact  that  nothing  is  more  certain  to  lead  to  the  depletion 
of  a  river  than  the  wholesale  and  illegal  butchery  of 
spawning  fish  which  appears  to  be  going  on  just  now. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  management,  having  again 
struck  oil  "  with  lady  bicyclists,  have  arranged  another 
twelve^  days'  encounter,  commencing  on  Monday.  Many 
Aquarium  track  records  have  been  broken  during  the 
present  race  by  Mdlle.  Roger,  and  she  will  be  next  week 
placed  in  the  same  section  as  Mdlle.  Dedeale,  a  Belgian 
rider  of  repute,  of  whom  big  things  are  predicted.  The 
holiday  show-  continues  daily,  and  arrangements  are 
progressing  for  the  great  Yachting  Exhibition,  which 
opens  the  1st  proximo. 


Minister  :  "Ah,  Tommy,  is  that  you  ?  I  hope  you  are 
always  a  good  boy,  and  help  your  mother  ?  "  Tommy  : 
"  Yes,  sir  ;  I  helped  mother  with  her  washing  yesterday." 
Minister:  "That's  a  good  lad  !  What  did  you  do  ?" 
Tommy  :  "  Why  mother  said  she  couldn't  get  on  with  her 
washing  while  I  was  bothering  round  the  house,  ,so  I 
collared  some  grub  and  went  fishing." 


R.  H.  Lyons,  of  Osage,  Kansas,  stocked  a  waste  pool 
on  his  farm  with  fish  some  ten  years  ago,  and  he  now  has 
a  chain  of  fish  ponds  on  his  place  valued  at  £3000,  and  all 
stocked  from  the  original  waste  pool. 


J UDGE  :  Prisoner,  you  have  been  found  guilty  of  an 
atrocious  crime.  Can  you  give  any  reason  why  a  severe 
sentence  should  not  be  passed  on  you  ? "  Prisoner : 
"  Yes,  judge,  rather  !  I've  only  just  bought  a  new  rod, 
and  someone  has  promised  to  show  me  a  new  swim  ;  and, 
what's  more.  I  know  he's  bought  a  new  pocket  flask— 
a  large  one .' 


It  is  believed  that  only  one  egg  in  a  hundred  produced 
by  fish  is  hatched,  the  remainder  of  the  spawn  of  one 
genus  being  devoured  by  others,  DRAeNEi. 
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i^otes  from  ti)c  i^orti). 


Nothing  could  be  better  than  the  spell  of  fine  open 
weather  we  are  enjojing  during  tin  first  week  of  the  New- 
Year,  and  with  three  weeks  of  it  tbere  will  b )  little  to  fear 
for  a  gold  opening.  What  fish  are  on  the  coast  will  be 
drawn  lu  o  the  rivers,  and  so  past  the  nets;  but  the  b3st 
results  are  obtained  in  an  opjn  and  fresh  January,  when 
fish  are  drawn  on  to  the  coast;  daring  that  month  by  a  spell 
of  fine  weather  and  a  high  rate  of  temperature. 


Not  a  few  anglers  havj  been  at  the  rocks  south  of 
Aberdeen  during  the  Christmas  and  New  Year  holidays, 
although  it  is  more  by  way  of  indulging  their  enthusi  ism, 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  than  for  the  glories  of  the  sport 
obtained.  However,  I  made  my  way  along  to  three 
"  rockies,"  as  they  are  called,  and  was  surprised  at  their 
success,  such  as  it  was. 

On  New  Year's  Day  I  had  a  pUgrimage  to  another 
f  acred  spot,  north  of  Aberdeen,  to  watch  for  descending 
salmon  kelts,  more  by  way  of  diversion  than  anything 
scientific,  and  was  astonished  to  find  an  old  hand  pljing 
the  herring-bait  as  hard  as  he  could,  ostensibly  for 
flounders. 

We  are  always  learning  something,  and  I  got  a  peep 
into  his  creel,  and  instead  of  flounders  he  had  three  very 
nice  Jib.  finnock,  quite  fresh,  and  well  made  up,  and  three 
very  indifferent  ones,  decidedly  kelt.  Of  course,  they 
were  all  clean  in  his  eyes,  and  there  was  no  use  disputing 
the  point.  "It  would  be  a  hard  nut  for  any  bailiff  to 
prove  the  contrary,"  he  said,  and  I  let  it  alone. 

Bat  when  I  pointed  out  that  my  old  friend  was  laying 
himself  open  to  the  charge  of  taking  fish  out  of  season,  he 
was  again  pat  with  his  defence.  "Can  yoa  prove  that 
these  fish  are  not  river  (yellow  or  brown)  trout  ?  I  have 
taken  five  different  kinds  of  fish  in  my  day  from  these 
tidal  waters,  and  hold  they  all  are,  more  or  less,  brown 
trout,  which  have  come  into  the  tidal  fr  jm  abjve,  and 
develop  different  peculiarities  of  shape  and  colour,  accord- 
ing to  the  season  and  feeding.  And  as  there  is  no  close 
time  for  trout  in  Scotland,  I  am  neither  brciking  the  law 
nor  running  the  risk  of  being  convicted  as  a  poacher  in 
taking  these  in  my  creel." 

Of  course,  I  have  my  own  opinion  as  to  the  risk  my  old 
angling  enthusiastic  frieod  runs  in  holding  these  views, 
but  if  they  are  brown  trout,  silverised  by  feeding  in  the 
tidal,  then  he  is  all  right.  If  they  ara  young  sea  trout  of 
the  Salmonida;  order,  then  he  is  aU  wrong. 

For  his  sake  I  give  the  above  outline  of  our  conversation, 
leaving  out  name  and  place,  although  he  requested  me  not 
to  withhold  it,  as  he  had  challenged  the  authorities  times 
without  number,  and  wished  to  do  nothing  but  what  was 
above  boa-d  aad  could  bear  the  light  of  day.  However, 
the  two  very  important  points  which  these  facts  bring  out 
are  that  there  is  no  law  against  trout  fishing  in  Scotland, 
and  the  sooner  thisis  amended  the  better;  and  the  second 
is  that  our  ignorance  of  the  trne  nature  of  many  of  our 
tidal  denizens  is  most  emphatic,  and  requires  a  bit  riding 
up.  i  have  killed  four  distinct  variations  of  the  finnock, 
£0  called,  in  the  same  tidal  water  myself. 


A  New  Year's  advice  to  poachers  was  delivered  to  two 
Inverurie  lads  on  Monday  by  Sheriff  Brown.  They  were 
prosecuted  at  the  i'  stance  of  the  Earl  of  Kinfore.  on 
whose  lands  they  were  found.  His  lordship  advised  thsm 
to  turn  over  a  new  leaf  on  this,  the  beginning  of  the  New 
Year,  and  to  endeavour  to  dissociate  themselves  from  this 
kind  of  life,  which,  in  his  life-long  experience  as  a  judge, 
was  always  attended  with  evil  results  to  those  who  per- 
sisted in  it.  He  let  them  down  with  a  small  fine  on  ttieir 
promising  to  reform,  and  mulcted  both  in  als.  6d,  or  ten 
days  ia  jail.  A  batch  of  salmon  poachers  were  more 
baldly  dealt  with  later  on. 


A  bottle  has  jast  been  picked  up  on  the  coast  of  Norway 
which  has  been  diilting  abaut  the  North  Sea  since  July  25. 
Mr.  Wm.  M^nson  dropped  it  into  the  Pentland  Firth 
from  the  s  s.  Devona,  bound  for  Montreal,  with  a  letter, 
which  has  now  been  sent  him,  stating  that  the  contents 
were  picked  up  on  the  coist  of  Norway  on  Oct.  31.  It  is 
interesting  as  showing  the  set  of  the  currents  from  west 
to  east. 


Mr.  Andrew  Christie,  Aberdeen,  is  quite  elated  over  the 
commemorative  certificate  which  he  has  just  received  from 
the  cotnmittee  of  the  London  Fisheries  and  Yachting 
Exhibition  for  hii  exhibit  of  a  model  of  his  fish  curing 
premises,  which  attracted  special  notice  from  H.R.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales.   

The  Lochlomond  Angling  Association,  at  their  annual 
meeting  in  Glasgow  lately,  determined  to  forego  the 
boildiog  of  a  hatch-try,  which  would  cost  some  £200,  in 
favour  of  laying  down  eyed  trout  ova  wi'hin  ten  or  twelve 
days  of  hatching  cut  at  a  cost  of  ^650,  and  sd  spare  a 
surplus  of  their  funds  for  killing  off  pike  and  watching 
purposes.   


I  have  an  idea  that  if  the  ova  be  laid  down  in  properly 
sheltered  localities,  with  a  fair  run  of  water,  that  this 
wonld_  even  be  a  better  means  of  re-stocking,  after  a  semi- 
artificial  maimer,  than  by  coH'ctiog  mUUoos  of  salmon 
and  trout  ova  into  huge  hatcheries,  where  there  must 
always  hi  a  coneiderab'e  percentage  of  loss  from  con- 
gestion alone,  and  greater  risk  of  any  fungus  or  other 


epidemic  breaking  out.  When  the  hatchery  has  a  rearing 
pond  matters  are  quite  on  a  different  footing,  and  less  loss 
arises.  There  are  miles  and  miles  of  fine  side  streams 
which  might  be  stocked  in  this  semi-artificial  manner  at 
almost  no  cost  at  all.  If  the  ova,  after  being  impregnated, 
were  laid  down  in  nicely  sheltered  side  strtams  well 
marked  off  and  deepened  for  the  purpose,  then  covered 
up  with  whinn  or  other  covering  as  a  protection  against 
frosts,  each  of  these  tnisht  be  made  as  good  as  a  hatchery 
in  itself  carrying  100,000  or  so  eggs  apiece  ;  and  one  or 
two  side  streams,  with  half  a  dozen  such  semi-artificial 
redds,  would  prove  both  as  economical  and  successful  as 
two  or  three  expensive  hatcheries.  We  commend  the  idea 
where  funds  are  wanting,  and  labour  b^th  plentiful  and 
cheap.  The  permanent  staff  of  watchers  could  not  be 
better  engaged  by  way  of  experiment  at  least. 


I  happened  by  chance  to  refer  to  "  Graham's  Special  " 
in  my  last  week's  Notes,  more  by  way  of  having  a  bit  at 
my  angling  friend  Charlie  Graham,  who,  along  wi'h  Bail  e 
Brown,  is  one  of  the  most  inveterate  trout  and  salmon 
anglers  in  the  north  of  Soot'and.  But  a  compliment  is 
only  half  paid  when  the  firm's  name  is  rot  given  in  full. 
Mr.  Graham  is  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Gordon, 
Graham,  and  Co.,  Aberdeen,  and  their  Special  Liqueur 
Whisky  is  ona  of  the  finest  blends  on  the  market. 
Although  I  have  no  interest  in  this  wide  world  in  the 
trade,  I  like  to  mention  a  good  thing  when  I  come  across 
it,  especially  if  it  be  Special  Scotch. 


Iprovinctal  Botes 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  railway  sub-committee  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  was  held  in  Birmingham 
on  Saturday  evening  last,  when  the  applications  for  con- 
cessions to  a  large  number  of  new  fishing  stations  from 
Spon-lane  and  Shrewsbury  were  considered,  previous  to 
their  being  sent  to  the  different  railway  companies  for 
the  fares  to  be  affixed.    Neirly  the  whole  of  the  stations 
were  passed  by  the  c  >mmittee  ;  those  that  were  rejected 
were  towns  of  importance,  which  the  companies  always 
object  to,  no  matter  what  fishing  can  be  obtained  thereat, 
so  that  the  tickets  may  not  be  used  for  business  purposes. 
It  was  resolved  to  hold  the  next  committee  meeting  at 
Wolverhampton  towards  the  end  of  February,  and  the 
next  meeting  to  be  held  at  Crewe.     It  was  also  resolved 
that  the  adhesive  stamps  for  the  travelling  cards  be  issued 
quarterly  to  the  chief  secretaries  of  the  branch  associations 
by  the  general    secretary,    and  that  in  future  they 
must  be  placed  on  the  cards  at  a  proper  time,  and 
in  their  respective  places.    Mr.  T.  Col^s,  the  president, 
submitted  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  clerk  previous  to  the  next  board  meeting. 
The  letter  was  appr  oved  of,  and  the  following  resolution 
was  passed  to  be  laid  before  the  board  :  "  That  the  minute 
referring  to  below  Stcurp3rt  being  exempt  from  netting 
operations  be  rescinded,  and  the  following  resolution  be 
substituted :    '  That   from  Bridgnorth  downstream  be 
exempt  from  all  netting  operations  and  licence  duty  for 
taking  coarse  fish.' "    A  resolution  was  passed  in  ordfr 
that  the  new  Spon-lane  Club  should  not  interfere  with  the 
West  Bromwich  Society,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
first  named  club  should  not  accept  any  member  of  the 
latter  club  for  twelve  months.    The  introduction  of  the 
new  society  wiU  allow  the  members  of  the  West  Bromwich 
Club    to    book    on    the  London  and  North-Western 
Company's  line  to  several  important  stations.    A  large 
number  of  anglers  availed  themselves  of  getting  to  the 
water  side  on  the  27th  iilt.,  it  being  a  splendid  day  for 
the  time  of  the  year,  but  nothing  worth  recording 
was  done  in  the  shape  of  large  takes  or  large  fish  being 
taken  ;  but  one  thing  occurred,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  is, 
that  a  member  of  a  large  Birmingham  society  tried  to 
obtain  three  railway  tickets  with  one  travelling  card,  and 
promptly  got  detected.    The  case  wiU  come  before  the 
Birmingham  committea  at  an  early  date,  when  he  will  no 
doubt  be  expelled  for  a  long  period.    Mr.  H .  Miller,  who 
has  acted  as  president  to  the  Sparkbrook  Society  for  the 
last  two  years,  has  been  presented  with  two  very  handsome 
cases  of  silver-mounted  cutlery,  as  a  token  of  respect  and 
for  services  rendered  during  his  term  of  office  to  the 
society.    His  brother,  Mr.  J.  Miller,  has  been  appointed 
secretary  to  the  same  society  in  the  p'ace  of  Mr. 
Woolaston,  who  has  retigned.    The  concert  and  limelight 
entertainment  given  on  Dec.  30  last  at  the  Eojal  Oak 
Assembly  Booms,  Barr-street,  Hockley,  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  Birmingham  A. B.S.,  was,  I  am  pleaded  to  say, 
a  greater  success  than  the  one  lately  held  at  association 
headquarters.     The  entertainment  consisted  of  a  new 
class    of    views,    including   those    of    the    great  fire 
in  London,  fresh   fishing  views,  together  with  other 
popular  places  and  portraits  of  the  leading  officers  of  the 
P. A.  A-.,  B.D.U.A.  A.,  and  A.B.S.  Mr.  T.  Colts  presided, 
and  gave  a  description   of  the  various  item.<  as  they 
appeared.    The  concert  was  also  a  success,  sorgj  b-ing 
rendered  at  internals  during  the  evening  by  Mes^r-'.  W. 
Enaor,  T.  Howard,  W.  Simkiss,  and  S.  Kendall.    Mr.  W. 
Wilkins  acted  as  pianist.    A  word  of  praise  is  due  to  Mr. 
J.  B.  Weston,  who  provided  the  views  and  worked  them. 
The  A.B.S.  committee  will  at  their  next  meeting  decide 
where  the  next  entertainment  shall  take  place.  The  wh  jle 
of  the  P. A  A.  travelling  cards  are  printed,  and  have  been 
laying  at  the  r.flJces  of  the  various  railway  companies  for 
otScial  stamping,  but  owing  no  doubt  to  the  busy  time 
they  have  had  lately,  and  the  large  numb.-r  (10,700)  of 
cards  to  be  stamped,  they  have  been  unable  to  get  them 
aU  done,  but  I  hope  that  they  will  be  done  so  that  the 
branch  secretaries  may  have  them  next  week.  ' 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Reports  from  the  fen  district  this  week  show  that  most 
branches  of  sport  remain  good  for  the  time  i  f  year.  Pike 
fishing,  especially,  has  been  vi  ry  remunerative,  and  those 
who  have  operated  with  the  trolling  tickle  have  been 
repaid  for  the  effort.  Several  visitors  have  been  in  the 
district  in  quest  of  the  big  pike  which  the  waters  contain, 
but,  as  a  rule,  the  captured  fish  have  not  run  to  a  very 
large  size,  a  9-pounIer,  taken  from  the  Forty-foot,  being 
the  largest  brought  under  notice.  On  the  Welland  the 
best  results  continue  to  be  obtained  from  the  middle 
reaches,  where  five  pike,  which  fell  to  one  rod,  weighed 
23|lb.,  and  another  sportsman  accounted  for  four  fish 
weighing  191b.  Of  the  subscription  waters,  the  Welland 
and  Forty-foot  have  yielded  remarkably  well.  In  addition 
to  the  9-pounder  mentioned  above,  other  fish  taken  from 
the  Forty-foe  t  weighed  71b.,  C|lb.,  5|lb.,  two  of  51b.,  and 
several  scaling  between  31b.  and  41b.  apiece.  The  lengths 
of  the  river  north  and  south  of  Donington  Bridge  have 
produced  excellent  results.  Koach  fishermen  are  getting 
better  sport  now  than  they  did  on  many  occasions  during 
the  autumn,  but  as  heavy  rain  fell  on  Wednesday  it  is 
feared  that  this  c'ajs  of  fishing  will  be  spoilt  for  a  time 
owing  to  the  discolouration  of  the  waters. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  during  the  holidays  was  not  near  so  good  with 
us  as  had  been  anticipited,  chiefly  owing  to  the  unpropi- 
tious  state  of  the  weather,  for  although  several  rivers  and 
streams  were  visited  by  our  city  enthusiaits,  yet,  with  the 
exception  of   a  pike  of  about  71b.   reported  from  the 
Newport  district,  not  a  catch  worth  recorciog  has  been 
made.     The  top  stretches   of  the  river  Hull  and  the 
Market  Weighton  canal  are  in  good  trim  for  either  pike  or 
roach  fishing,  and,  weather  pe-miiting,  some  fair  sport 
should  be  met  with.    The  Al>  xaadra  Angling  Association 
held  their  annual  spread  at  the  Sportsn:.an  Hotel,  on  the 
Hedon-road,  Hull,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  P.  J. 
Robinson,  who  was  supported  in  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  B. 
Kemp  (the  president  of  the  society)  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Barker  (the  president  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
As^0QLation).    The  report  showed  the  society  to  be  in  a 
very  satisfactory  financial  positim,  and  daring  the  evening 
several  valuable  prizes  were  given  for  competition  during 
the  ensuing  season.    At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Old 
Sculcoates  A.S.,  Mr.  J.  Benson  was  elected  to  the 
presidential  chair  ;  Mr.  C.  Brown  as  vice-president;  Mr. 
J.  Calvert,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  E.  Clegg,  hon.  secretary; 
Mr.  W.  Collins  to  take  charge  of  the  scales  and  weights. 
Daring  the  evening  Mr.  T.  W.  Muir  was  presented  with 
the  society's  gold  medal  for  most  points  in  the  matches. 
Me  s-8.  L.  Linsley  and  E.  0' Brian  receiving  the  second 
acd  third  prizes.   The  annual  dinner  was  arranged  to  take 
place  at  headquarters,  on  Feb.  12.    The  Hull  Angling  and 
Preservation  Society  held  their  annual  meeting  at  the 
White  Horse  Hotel,  Carr-lane,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  John  Dickenson,  when  the  officers  were  elected  for 
1898,  and  the  annual  report  submitted  and  adopted,  which 
showed  that  the  society  had  done  some  good  work  during 
the  past  season  in  the  shape  of  introducing  several  new 
species  of  fish  into  the  river  Hull,  amongst  which  were 
king  carp,  Lochleven  trout,  and  grayling.  Arrangements 
have  also  been  made  to  have  a  consignment  of  barbel,  of 
not  less  than  16in.  long,  turned  into  the  river  at  an  early 
date.     The  report  went  on  to  show  that  ro  less  than 
£26  of  its  funds  had  been  expended  recently  in  fish  for  re- 
stocking, their  principal  endeavours  being  the  introducing 
of  new  varieties  of  fish  info  the  river  HuU.    This  society 
should  receive  the  thanks  and  earnest  support  of  all  anglers 
who  fish  this  river  that  it  deserves.    "The  annual  sub- 
scripti  m  is  only  2s  ,  which  also  includes  a  permit  to  fish 
their  preserves  at  Inglemire,  Newland,  and  the  pond  at 
Chalk  Lane,  both  of  which  are  well  stocked  with  fish. 
The  income  for  the  past  season,  including  donations  of 
£3  3s.  from  Mr.  Turner,  £1  Is.  from  Mr.  Adam  Walker, 
£1  Is.  from  the  Hand-io-Hand  Angling  Society,  £1  Is. 
from  Mr.  Frank  Carle  and  others,  amounted  to  £o8  Ss.  2d., 
and  after  dedacting  all  expenses  of  fish  and  carriage,  rent, 
&c.,  lei t  a  balance  in  hand  of  £14  7s.  lid.  to  commence 
the  new  year  with.    'Ihe  officers  elected  for  1898  are  : 
President.  Mr.  J.  Dickenson ;  vice-presidents,  Messrs. 
Charles  Wurr  and  William  Gamble;    treasurer,  Mr. 
Alfred  Chappell  ;  and  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  William  Hay  ; 
Mr.  William  Chapman  being  elected  financial  secretary. 
The  members  of  the  Globe  Angling  Society  have  a  special 
mee';ing  this  evening  (Saturday)  at  8  30,  to  arrange  pre- 
liminaries for  their  annual  spread,  to  take  place  on  the 
14th  inst.  at  headquarters. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Beyond  a  little  "piking"  there  is  not  much  in 
piscatorial  matiers  of  interest  in  this  district.  We  are 
glad  to  observe,  however,  that  the  authorities  are  having 
an  eye  to  pollution  and  poaching.  There  have  been  a 
number  of  convictions  secured  in  Cumberland  during  the 
prcssnt  winter,  acd  on  Saturday  a  case  of  considerable 
local  interest  came  before  the  Kendal  County  Petty 
S  ssioDs  Aarcn  Wright,  a  man  cirrying  on  business  as  a 
blacksmith,  his  son  Thomas,  a  jouth  of  fifteen,  and  a  well 
known  chaiacter  named  Samuel  Thompson,  were  charged 
with  salmon  poaching  ia  Tranthwaite  Beck,  Underbarrow, 
on  Nov.  23  list  The  two  elder  defendants  were  ea;h 
fined  £2  and  costs,  the  younger  Wii/ht  being  bound, 
under  the  First  Offenders  Act,  to  come  up  for  judgment 
in  three  months.  The  action  of  the  couse'vators  haa 
given  great  satisfacnon  in  the  neighbourhood,  where 
it  has  been  alleged  poiching  his  been  common  tor  a 
considerable  time. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Several  fair  sized  fish  (pike)  are  repjrted  from  the 
Northwich  district.  Last  week-end  being  a  general 
holiday,  some  little  attention  was  devoted  to  piking :  rpe-  It- 
fish  from  -Sib.  to  81b.  were  killed,  a  fair  average  for  thi* 
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district.  The  next  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  County 
Palatini  Angling  Association  is  called  for  the  12th,  at 
HolHngwood.  This  association  is  daily  expecting  consign- 
naents  of  stock  fish  from  Lincolnshire,  for  their  recently 
acquired  waters.  There  is  a  growing  tendency  amongst 
some  clubs  to  make  the  venture  more  of  a  money  club  than 
a  fishing  club,  one  club  returns  in  dividends  4s  per  member, 
or  about  one-third  of  the  year's  subscription,  and  tliey 
unblushingly  announce  the  fact.  This  is  a  gross  libel  on  the 
sport  we  all  love,  and  stamps  the  character  of  the  club  at 
once.  Some  item  that  would  probably  promote  sport  has 
been  neglected,  and  the  executive  have  not  done 
their  duty.  Many  clubs  prefer  to  indulge  in  excessive 
expenditure  rather  than  adopt  a  parsimonious  policy. 
Fancy  an  angler  begrudging  ground-bait,  and  that 
is  as  bad  as  not  spending  your  money  on  the  sport  for 
which  it  was  subscribed.  Leigh  is  the  town  selected  for 
the  next  meeting  of  the  executive  cjuncil  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association  on  Saturday,  the  8th  (to-day),  at 
3.30,  The  meeting  will  take  place  at  the  Stanley  Arms, 
Chapel-street.  Mr.  Dawson  is  certain  to  give  the  council 
a  warm  and  cordial  greeting,  and  a  hearty  welcome  to 
Leigh. _  The  agendi  for  this  meeting  is  full,  and  includes 
alteration  in  terms  of  fishing  certain  waters,  proof  of 
travelling  cards,  &c.,  and  probably  report  from  meeting 
the  evening  previous  in  Manchester.  From  items  and 
scraps  of  news  occasionally  to  hand  it  may  be  gathered 
that  the  coming  season  is  to  be  full  of  interest  in  many 
ways. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Roach  fishing  has  been  chiefly  indulged  in  during  the 
past  week.  The  Leicester  preserves  are,  as  usual,  well  to 
the  fore  with  good  takes  of  the  red  fins,  which  always  yield 
good  sport  in  the  winter  mouths,  providing  the  waters  are 
in  condition.  J.  Freer,  W.  Driver,  C.  Collins,  E.  Eld 
having  the  best  baskets,  and  Mr.  Worth  a  good  lot  of 
chub  and  dace.  C.  Wragg  had  a  nice  take  in  the  back- 
waters ;  C.  Cave  had  a  take  of  81b. ;  A.  Sawyer  and  W. 
Morley  took  a  good  lot  of  chub,  dace,  and  roach  from 
Syston  ;  R.  Langham  weighed-in  a  roach  of  lib.  SJoz.  at 
the  Dolphin  Club;  also  S.  Hubbard,  perch  ;  J.  Marriott, 
perch  ;  S.  Gunton,  roach  ;  and  A.  Healey,  roach.  J. 
Williams  took  a  fair  lot  of  roach.  At  the  Jolly  Anglers' 
Club  J.  T.  Cave  weighed-in  dace,  perch,  and  roach  ; 
H.  Lang,  perch ;  and  A.  Townsend,  perch  and  roach. 
W.  Hatton,  S.  Winterton,  and  party  had  a  large  take  of 
pike  from  private  waters  in  Rutlandshire,  the  best  fish 
being  71b.  The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Leicester  A.S. 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  in  the  Old  Town  Hall, 
at  8  _  p.m.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Willat,  who 
explained  the  business  of  the  meeting.  As  the  funds  of 
the  society  are  exhausted,  the  keeper  has  been  discharged. 
Several  members  of  the  committee  have  promised  to  keep 
a  good  watch  over  the  preserves.  Mr.  J.  S.  Hardy,  the 
secretary,  said  that  the  committee  were  very  sanguine  of 
putting  the  society  in  a  flourishing  condition  at  an  early 
date.  Several  members  complained  of  fishermen  on  the 
freeman's  and  corporation  side  not  having  a  licence,  and, 
as  this  is  an  old  grievance,  the  committee  are  going  to  do 
their  utmost  to  remedy  it,  as  those  anglers  who  pay  for 
the  preservation  not  unnaturally  have  good  cause  to 
grumble. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  dyspeptic  season  is  now  happily  a  thing  of  the  past. 
What  with  dinners  and  smokers,  plus  friendly  toasts, 
several  of  our  men  have  acquired  an  aged  look.  The 
Hulme  Crown  A.S.  have  just  elected  their  executive  for 
the  ensuing  year  as  follows  :  President,  Mr.  J.  Atherton  ; 
vice-president,  Mr.  S.  Cronshaw ;  treasarer,  Mr.  J. 
Peacock;  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Turner;  assit tint-secretary, 
Mr.  J.  Pearoe ;  committee,  Messrs.  G.  Yates,  J.  Wood, 
and  H.  Straker;  delegates,  A.  Tomlinson  and  H.  Straker  ; 
auditors,  Messrs.  B.  Law  and  A.  Tomlinson.  Next 
Monday  the  Moss  Side  Socials  have  a  very  pleasant  duty 
to  perform,  the  particular  item  to  which  reference 
is  made  being  a  presentation  to  Mr.  Harkness,  their 
chairman,  we  presume  for  services  rendered.  The  pro- 
ceedings take  place  at  hf  adquarters.  Next  'Tuesday  the 
KiDgflshers_  are  noted  for  their  annual  meeting.  The  pro- 
ceedings will  be  of  the  usual  pleasant  character,  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  report,  balance-sheet,  and  position 
being  highly  satisfactory  ;  the  roll-call  is  also  complete. 
The  Blue  Bells  smoker  (third  annual)  was  a  big  thing,  and, 
exttnled  till  12  p.m.,  gave  every  opportunity  for  the 
enjoyment  of  "  a  galaxy  of  instrumental  and  vocal  music," 
as  announced  cn  the  tickets  of  admission.  "The  satisfac- 
tion is  so  great  that  details  such  as  the  artistes,  &c.,  are 
missing,  together  with  the  report  of  the  business  meetiog 
before  the  smoker.  On  Monday  last  the  last  ttibute  of 
respect  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  James  Shelmerdine, 
when  several  members  of  the  Hulme  Crown  Anglers  were 
in  attendance  at  Weaste  Cemetery  to  see  their  old  friend 
and  comrade  consigned  to  his  last  resting  place  ;  members 
of  the  old  school  are  fast  joining  the  majority.  A 
circular  summons  has  been  posted  to  many  clubs  iu 
Mancheiter  to  attend  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  in  Man- 
chester, the  time  is  7.30.  and  the  place.  Horse  Shoe  Hotel, 
close  to  the  Pendleton  Church,  railway  station,  and  tram 
office. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  are  evidently  in  for  another  rise,  as  rain  fell  heavily 
throughout  Tuesday  night.  On  Tuesday  the  Trent  was 
running  in  splmdid  order  for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  and 
anglers  who  were  out  above  Nottingham  succeeded  in 
creeling  some  fine  lots  of  roach  and  white  bream.  I  was 
particularly  fortunate.  In  Weston  "Black  pool"  Mr. 
Ernest  Greasley,  of  the  Cliff  Inn,  has  run  and  landed  a 
pike  of  15Jlb. ;  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  W.  Beer,  of  Long 
Eaton,  killed  one  of  about  81b.  Pike  are  now  ascending 
the  pool,  which  may  be  fished  at  the  rate  of  a  shilling  a 
rod  per  day,   Pikeing  has  ceased  for  the  season  at 


Shard'ow  and  King's  Mills.  Amongst  the  roach  caught 
last  week  on  the  former  length  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis 
was  a  short,  thick  fish,  weighing  lib.  ll|oz.  It  was  in 
beautiful  condition,  and  was  greatly  admired  by  various 
members  of  the  Wellington  Society.  Mr.  H.  Walker,  of 
Lenton,  has  been  scoring  amongst  pike  in  Clifton  Grove, 
and  as  s  jon  as  the  liver  began  to  rise  and  thus  show  signs 
of  colour  he  set  to  amongst  the  bream,  and  tagged  a  rare 
lot — all  with  worm.  Apart  from  the  Trent,  my  old  friend, 
Mr.  Sam  Pogsoa,  of  the  Bowling  Green  Inn,  Canal-street, 
had  a  good  time  amongst  pike  on  Monday.  Several  of 
the  fish  retained  exceeded  91b.  each.  Mr.  J.  Boyd  and 
others  have  daily  killed  roach  in  the  river  at  Wilford  and 
Clifton,  and  many  large-sized  roach  have  recently  come  to 
hand  from  Barton  and  Beeston. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Every  advantage  of  the  holiday  season  has  been  taken 
by  Sheffield  angling  enthusiasts,  and  the  days  immediately 
preceding  and  following  New  Year's  day  were  devoted  to 
fishing.  The  Trent  has  drawn  the  greatest  number  of 
fishermen,  and  although  there  has  been  plenty  of 
rain,  sport  has  ruled  of  a  very  high  class  character.  At 
Dunham  espeoially,  roach  have  furnished  excellent  sport, 
and  most  of  the  old  hands  have  done  well  at  this  spot. 
The  waters  were  just  about  as  good  as  they  could 
be,  and  the  fish  were  of  good  size  and  quality.  The 
reaches  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Clifton  Hill  have 
been  well  attended  t),  and  satisfactory  catches  have 
been  made.  A  week  ago  Mr.  G.  Ludlam,  a  well  known 
official  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers'  Society,  caught  a  chub 
weighing  31b.  Pike  fishers  have  fared  very  well  in  the 
district  of  King's  Mill,  where  some  heavy  fish  have  been 
captured,  whUst  roach  have  also  provided  anglers  with 
good  recreation.  In  the  Wisbeach  district  there  has  not 
been  very  much  fishing,  the  drains  being  kept  very  low  in 
order  that  they  may  be  able  to  cope  with  any  sudden  rain- 
fall. Grayling  fishing  has  been  fairly  successful  in  the 
Wye  and  Derwent,  the  Chatsworth  Club  waters  probably 
having  yielded  the  best  results,  whilst  a  goodly  number  of 
dace  and  roach  have  been  caught.  The  officials  of  the  two 
Sheffield  Angling  Societies  met  ia  a  friendly  contest  on 
Monday,  at  Saxilby,  and  afterwards  sat  down  to  supper. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  very  heavy  water  in  Severn  and  Teme, 
but  it  is  running  off  fast,  and  both  rivers  will  be  in  fair 
condition  for  angling  by  the  end  of  the  week,  should  there 
be  no  more  heavy  rain  higher  up  tha  streams.  It  has  been 
wretchedly  wet  here  to-day,  and  looks  likely  to  continue. 
Since  Saturday,  although  the  water  was  so  high  and 
discoloured,  several  anglers  caught  a  cice  lot  of  roach  and 
dace,  and  a  good  few  intend  to  try  their  skill  in  the  Severn 
to-morrow.  The  Crown  Angling  Club  had  a  meeting  on 
Monday  evening,  Mr.  W.  Attwood  in  the  chair.  A  lot  of 
nevr  members  were  elected,  and  i*;  was  decided  tj  have 
their  annual  dinner  on  the  31st  of  the  present  month.  The 
district  secretary,  Mr.  Wingfield,  attended  by  request,  and 
gave  them  much  information  respecting  the  district 
organisation,  and  explained  to  the  meeting  the  present 
state  of  things  between  the  Severn  Fishery  Board 
and  the  anglers,  and  it  was  decided  to  take  out 
no  licence  until  the  matter  be  definitely  settled. "  The 
Good  Intent  Angling  Club  have  removed  their  head- 
quarters from  the  White  Hart,  College-street,  to  the 
Pour  Ways  Inn,  St.  Paul's-street.  To-day  many  anglers, 
among  a  great  gathering  of  citizens  of  Worcester, 
followed  to  their  last  resting-place  at  Ashwood  Cemetery 
the  mortal  remains  of  Mr.  William  Prosser,  of  the  Bull's 
Head  Inn  and  Brewery  in  this  city.  He  died  suddenly  of 
heart  disease  early  on  New  Year's  morning,  at  his 
country  villa,  Fearnhill  Heath,  at  the  early  age  of  forty- 
six,  deeply  regretted  and  deservedly  respected.  He  was  a 
good  angler,  a  firm  friend,  and  a  generous  citizen,  and  for 
years  bad  been  treasurer  to  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Association,  and  of  the  Worcester  Angling 
Society,  which  was  held  at  his  establishment,  and,  indeed, 
was  started  at  his  hostelry  some  years  ago,  and  is  the 
mother  club  of  the  city,  and  in  the  welfare  of  which  he 
bad  ever  taken  the  greatest  interest.  He  leaves  a  wife, 
but  no  family. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Dr.  Brunton  occupied  the  chair  at  our  weekly  meeting 
at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.G.  A 
considerable  amount  of  correspondence  was  dealt  with. 
Three  new  members  were  proposed,  and  a  new  member 
elected.  The  Kelvedon  waters  are  in  first  rate  condition, 
and  roach  anglers  should  now  pay  attention  to  this 
magnificent  stretch  of  water.  Members  are  reminded 
that  the  bailiff'  will  require  to  see  their  certificate  of 
membership  for  the  year  1898.  From  now  to  the  end  of 
season  is  the  best  for  this  water  for  roach.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Walker  was  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
society. 

The  annual  meeting  will  be  held  on  Jan.  25. 

Pishing  reports  :  Mr.  Norman,  at  Southend,  twenty- 
two  dabs,  one  flounder  (returning  thirty  dabs  as  too 
small  to  retain)  ;  Mr.  Gibson,  at  Deal,  codling  up  to  41b. 
or  51b.,  and  whiting  up  to  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Maull,  at  Deal,  a 
quantity  of  whiting,  codling,  and  cod  to  7Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Connellan,  at  Deal,  codUng  and  whiting,  largest  whiting 
21b.,  and  cod  71b.;  Mr.  Gill,  pike  from  the  Stour;  Dr. 
Ladell  experienced  rather  a  rough  time  at  Deal,  but 
secured  two  score  and  five  whiting.  Mr.  Dickins 
handed  in  a  vei'y  humorous  report  from  Kelvedon. 
Our  trout  water  at  Chesham  is  receiving  a  considerable 
amount  of  attention,  and  as  a  good  head  of  fish  are  now 
on  the  spawning  beds,  the  sight  is  a  pleasing  one,  and 
augurs  well  for  the  future,  showing  that  with  careful 
re-s^ooking,  unrestricted  watching  as  now  instituted,  and 
the  fair  and  square  angling  as  per  the  society's  rules,  we 
hope  to  maintain  a  very  fine  piece  of  water  for  our  fly 


fishers.  A  good  number  of  trout  have  been  secured  from 
the  ditches  and  transferred  to  the  main  stream. 

Mr.  A.  Zerfass  was  presented  with  a  medal  for  speciaien 
tench. 

Dr.  Brunton  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  society  the 
absurdities  of  the  licence  laws  of  salmon  fisheries,  which 
necessitated  the  angler  expending  21s.  or  so  for  every 
river  he  may  visit  in  search  of  sport,  meaning  in  many 
cases  a  great  outlay  in  this  direction,  and  suggested  that 
the  matter  be  discussed  at  some  future  meeting. 

The  toast  of  "Absent  Friends"  was  proposed  by  the 
chairman  with  much  feeling,  who,  in  responding  to  the 
vote  of  thanks  accorded  him,  said  it  was  always  a  pleasure 
to  be  amongst  us,  where  there  was  never  anything  but 
friendship,  love,  and  truth,  and  congratulated  the  society 
upon  its  continued  prosperity.  Hon.  Sec. 


THE  RIVER  LEA  TOWING  PATH. 

CORONER  AND  CONSERVANCT. 

Recently,  previous  to  holding  inquests  at  the 
Hackney  Coroner's  Colirt,  Dr.  Wynn  Westcott,  the 
coroner  for  North- East  London,  referred  to  the  case  of 
a  woman  named  Martha  Dickson,  on  whom  an  inquest  was 
held  a  week  ago.  The  woman  fell  into  the  river  Lea  from 
the  towing  pxth,  and  several  witnesses  spoke  as  to  the 
dangerous  condition  of  the  towing  pith.  One  witness  said 
that  within  twelve  months  he  had  pulled  out  thirty-six 
dead  bodies  and  saved  twenty-nine  lives  near  the  same 
spot  where  Mrs.  Dickson  was  drowned.  Another  witness 
complained  that  it  was  a  frequent  occurrence  for  the 
barge  ho-ses  to  fall  into  the  river  owing  to  the  bad  state 
of  the  towing  path.  The  jury  desired  him  (the  coroner) 
to  write  to  the  Lea  Conservancy,  calling  their  attention  to 
the  dangerous  state  of  the  towing  path  at  Clapton.  He 
did  as  desired,  and  on  Saturday  he  received  their  reply. 

A  Juror:  They  can  say  what  they  like,  but  the  towing 
path  is  in  a  shocking  state. 

T^he  Coroner  :  Well,  they  deny  it,  but  I  will  read  you 
their  letter.  This  he  proc3ed;d  to  do,  it  being  as 
follows  : 

"  Lea  Conservancy,  12,  Finsbury-circus,  London. 
"Dear  Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  27th  inst.,  calling  the  attention  of  the 
Conservancy  Board  to  the  case  of  the  drowning  of  a 
woman  who  fell  into  the  river  Lea  from  off  the  towing 
path  near  Clapton,  and  conveying  the  recommendation 
of  the  jury  that  attention  should  be  cilled  to  the  state 
of  the  path.  The  Conservators  deny  that  the  towing 
path  is  in  a  dangerous,  unsafe  condition,  and  they  say 
that  the  complaint  is  an  exaggeration  altogether.  As 
you  may  know,  the  towing  path  was  for  barge  horses  and 
persons  using  the  navigation,  and  not  for  a  public  pro- 
menade, and  as  a  towing  path  it  is  in  as  good  condition 
as  that  of  any  other  part  of  the  river.  Of  course,  it  is 
inuddy  at  times,  and  the  Conservancy  have  no  obliga- 
tioij  on  them  to  keep  it  paved  and  absolutely  level.  Not 
a  single  complaint  has  been  made  by  the  bargemen  or 
traders.  Nothing  the  Conservators  can  do  will  prevent 
persons  unacquainted  with  the  district  from  using  the 
path,  and  on  dark  nights  walking  into  the  river.  As  it 
is  the  board  are  not  the  owners  of  the  land  forming  the 
path  ;  they  have  only  the  right  of  way  over  it  for  purposes 
of  navigation.  The  path  was  again  inspected  this 
morning,  and  from  a  navigation  point  of  view  there  does 
not  appear  any  nec3ssity  for  anything  to  be  done  for  the 
present.  The  suggestion  so  frequently  made  that  the 
path  should  be  fenced  off  from  the  river  is  impracticable,  as 
it  would  interfere  with,  if  not  entirely  prevent,  barges 
being  towed.  In  the  report  of  this  case,  which  appears  in 
the  Daily  Chronicle  of  the  28th  inst.,  you  are  reported  to 
have  said,  "Juries  have  made  recommendations  which  I 
have  forwarded  to  the  Lea  Conservancy,  but  I  don't 
believe  they  ever  answered  my  letters,"  and  in  justice  to 
the  board  and_  myself  1  beg  to  say  that  every  letter 
addressed  to  this  office  is  acknowledged  and  answered,  and 
all  complaints  are  submitted  to  the  board  and  carefully 
inquired  into.  The  board  very  much  deplore  these  sad 
accidents,  but  nothing  they  can  do  will,  I  am  afraid,  stop 
them. — I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully,  George  Corble, 
clerk.— W.  Wynn  Westcott,  H.M.  Coroner  for  the  North- 
Eastern  Division  of  London,  296,  Camden-road,  N.W." 


A  DEAD  TRADE. 

"The  London  fur  trade,"  says  the  Leader,  "has 
suffered  a  severe  blow  through  the  new  regulations  passed 
last  week  by  the  United  States  Treasury.  Mr.  Bevington, 
of  Messrs.  Bevington  and  Morris,  one  of  the  largest  firms 
in  London  dealing  with  furs,  told  a  representative  of  the 
Morning  Leader  recently  that  the  trade  with  America 
was  practically  at  an  end.  Mr,  Bevington  is  an  expert 
upon  seal  skins,  and  was  consulted  by  Lord  Russell  of 
Killowen,  then  Sir  Charles  Russell,  at  the  time  of  the 
Behring  Sea  Commission.  'America,'  said  he,  'has  two 
objects  in  view.  The  first  is  Protection  (with  a  big  P)  for 
themselves,  and  the  other  is  protection  for  the  seals.  I 
must  say  I  agree  with  the  latter.  But  the  new  scheme 
which  the  former  has  led  to  is  ridiculous.  Of  all  the 
thousands  of  islands  dotted  about  the  Behring  Sea  there 
are  only  four  to  which  the  seals  ever  go  as 
their  home  for  breeding.  These  four  islands  are 
St.  Paul,  St.  George,  Copper  Island,  and  Robin 
Island.  Robin  does  not  amount  to  much.  It  belongs,  I 
fancy,  to  Japan,  At  Copper  there  used  to  be  a  regular 
herd  of  over  a  million  seals,  and  we  got  somewhere  about 
70,000  a  year  from  there.  But  it  belongs  to  Russia,  and 
the  Russians  have  frightened  off  interlopers.  Several 
sealing  boats  were  missing,  and  the  crews  were  never  heard 
of  again.  So  Copper  is  now  left  pretty  well  to  the 
Russians.  But  St.  Paul  and  St.  George,  which  became 
American  when  the  States  bought  Alaska,  may  really  be 
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regarded  as  the  home  of  the  seal.  The  islands  are  just  in 
the  c  influx  of  the  ocean  currents,  and  are  continuously 
enveloped  in  a  thick  steam  of  heavy  mist,  which  apparently 
enables  the  seals  to  live  a  long  while  ashore.  The  seals 
flock  there  from  all  over  the  ocean.  At  breeding  time 
they  come  in  in  enormous  herds.  A  few  years  ago 
there  were  never  less  than  four  millious  there,  and 
then  we  never  got  less  than  100,000  skins  every  season. 
The  whole  take  of  100,000  was  once  offered  to  my  forbear 
in  this  business  at  10s.  a  skin.  A  working  man  in  a  fur 
warehouse  managed  to  get  the  credit,  seized  the 
opportunity,  and  died  a  millionaire — that  was  the  famous 
Mr.  Schroeder.  But  now  while  the  annual  take  of 
Alaskans  is  about  50,000,  the  herd  on  the  islands  is  less 
than  1,000,000.  What  happens  is  this.  The  Canadian 
seal  fishers,  a  rough  and  not  particularly  estimable  sort  of 
Indian  half-bred,  go  out  and  waylay  the  seals  as  they  ai-e 
swimming  to  the  islands.  The  Americans  will  not  allow 
the  boats  to  come  nearer  to  the  islands  than  sixty  or  eighty 
miles  away.  But  what  is  that  when  a  seal  thinks  nothing 
of  paddling  off  120  miles  or  so  in  search  of  supper,  and 
jogging  quietly  back  to  sleep.  The  majority  of  sealskins 
that  come  to  London  are  poached  or  '  north-west '  ones 
as  they  are  called  in  the  trade,  and  75  per  ceot.  of  them  are 
of  female  seals.  The  American  Company  takes  none  but 
jonng  males  from  three  to  five  years  old,  and  while  it 
is  those  that  give  the  best  fur,  they  are  no  serious  loss  to 
the  herd.  But  the  poachers  can  only  get  the  females  as 
they  go  to  the  island  to  have  their  young.  Sometimes 
they  spear  them,  bnt  as  a  rule  the  seals  are  shot  at  with 
slugs.  It  is  a  shockingly  wasteful  business.  Not  one  ia 
four  that  are  shot  cin  be  got  hold  of  before  she  sinks,  and 
if  yon  add  to  that  the  loss  to  the  herd  in  consequence  of 
the  seal's  condition,  you  see  that  every  one  caught  means 
the  destruction  of  quite  seven  other  lives.  This  means  the 
eventual  extermination  of  the  herd.  In  my  opinion  not 
another  seal  ought  to  be  killed  for  three  years.  But  I'm 
afra'.d  that  before  the  governments  have  settled  the 
question  the  herd  will  be  destroyed.  The  seals  are  born 
on  the  American  islands  beyond  dispute.  But  it  is  equally 
beyond  dispute  that  they  go  off  the  island  and  eat  a  great 
deal  of  Canadian  fish.  Some  sharing  arrangement  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  come  to.'  " 


REDDITCH  SOCIAL  GATHERINGS. 

On  New  Year's  Eve  the  fly  dressers  in  the  employ  of 
Messrs.  S.  ADcock  and  Co.,  Standard  Works,  together 
with  their  friends,  to  the  number  of  something  like  150, 
spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening  in  the  Temperance  Hall, 
which  was  tastefully  decorated  for  the  occasion.  Mr. 
S.  Allcock,  the  esteemed  principal  of  the  firm,  kindly 
accepted  an  invitation  to  be  present;  the  fly  dressers,  it 
may  be  remarked  tn  passant,  being  the  hostesses.  Dancing 
and  various  amusements  were  thoroughly  enjoyed,  and  kept 
up  with  spirit  until  the  small  hours  of  the  morning. 

On  New  Year's  Day  the  employes  who  had  lost  no  time 
during  the  past  year  were  entertained  by  the  firm  at  the 
Temperance  Hall.  A  bountiful  tea  was  provided,  after 
which  Mr.  A.  Williams,  a  member  of  the  firm,  gave  a 
magic  lantern  entertainment.  Thea  followed  a  capital 
musical  programme,  and  dancing  concluded  a  most  en- 
joyable evening. 


FISHING— RIVER  THAMES. 

All  persons  found  fishing  in  the  River  Thames  in 
the  Buscot  Fishery,  between  Kilmaster's  HiU  and  the 
River  Lech,  rented  by  me  of  A.  Henderson,  Esq.,  or 
between  the  River  Lech  and  the  top  of  Murdock  Ditch, 
adjoining  Mr.  W.  Kinch's  Fishery,  above  Inglesham 
Round  House,  without  first  obtaining  a  fishing  permit 
from  me  wiU  be  prosecuted.  Tickets  23.  Cd.  each.  Any 
person  giving  me  such  information  as  will  lead  to  the 
conviction  of  any  person  so  offending  will  receive  lOs. 
reward.  (Signed)      D.  Bowyeb. 

The  Trout  Inn,  Lechlade. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  JOHN  CRUICKSHANK. 

We  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  John 
Crnickshank,  the  celebrated  Spey  fisherman,  from  a  stroke 
of  paralysis.  A  native  of  the  parish  of  Aberlour,  where 
he  was  born  seventy  years  ago,  he  was  a  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  Charles  CruicSshank,  innkeeper,  whose  sad  death  by 
drowning  during  the  memorable  flood  of  1829  is  so 
graphically  depicted  by  Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lauder  in  the 
"  Moray  Floods."  Mr.  Cruickshank  was  a  thorough  type 
of  the  old  school,  and  of  a  kind  and  genial  disposition.  No 
ostentation  marked  his  course  in  life,  and  he  could  relate 
a  fishing  adventure  without  exaggeration.  He  had  been 
fisherman  to  the  Lairds  of  Wester  Elchies  and  Carron  for 
upwards  of  half  a  century.  As  an  angler  with  the  rod  it 
may  safely  be  said  that  he  has  left  few  equals.  He  was  a 
most  successful  fisher  and  dresser  of  flies,  and,  strange  to 
say,  last  season  he  captured  two  of  the  largest  fish  he  ever 
got— one  weighed  351b.  and  the  other  scaled  401b.  Both 
were  taken  on  the  Carron  House  water,  and,  single 
handed,  this  veteran  of  the  fishing  art  landed  them  safely 
on  the  bank.  Mr.  Cruickshank  was  held  in  the  highest 
esteem,  not  only  by  the  sporting  community,  but  by  all  he 
came  in  contact  with,  and  his  opinions  on  angling  were 
much  valaed.  G. 


Eat,  Dri.sk,  and  Be  Meery.— That  Is  all  very  well,  and  no 
doubt,  in  moderation,  eating,  drmking,  and  merriment  are  very 
good  things.  Bat  can  any  one  of  us  -  even  the  best  ot  us— trust 
himself  to  be  invariably  moderate  ?  No,  indeed !  We  are  all  apt 
at  timf  8  to  go  just  a  little  beyond  the  mark,  and  then  come  head- 
aches and  regrets.  At  such  times  we  can  appreciate  a  friend — 
one  who  will  stand  by  us  and  put  us  right  :  and  such  a  friend  we 
invariably  find  in  Holloway's  Pills.  They  did  not  fail  our  fathers 
at  similar  crises,  and  they  do  not  fail  us.  It  ia  no  fiction,  but  a 
well-known  fact,  that  Holloway's  Pills  are  a  certain  cure  for  head- 
aches, biliousness,  and  all  similar  troubles. 


A  STORY  OF  A  COPPER  KETTLE. 

There  was  a  very  ancient  fisherman,  so  poor,  that  he 
could  scarce  earn  enough  to  maintain  himself,  his  wife, 
and  three  children.  He  went  every  day  to  fish  betimes  in 
a  morning,  and  imposed  it  as  a  law  upon  himself  not  to 
cast  his  nets  above  four  times  a  day.  He  went  one 
m  >rning  by  moonlight,  and  coming  to  the  sea-side, 
undressed  himself,  and  cast  in  his  nets.  As  he  drew  them 
towards  the  shore,  he  found  them  very  heavy,  and  thought 
he  had  a  good  draught  of  fish,  at  which  he  rejoiced  within 
himself ;  but  in  a  moment  after  perceiving  that,  instead 
of  fish,  there  was  nothing  in  his  nets  but  the  carcass  of  an 
ass,  he  was  much  vexed.  Scheherazade  stopped  here, 
because  she  saw  it  was  day. 

Sister,  says  Dinarzade,  I  must  confess  that  the  beginning 
of  the  story  charms  me,  and  I  foresee  that  the  result  of  it 
will  be  very  agreeable. — There  is  nothing  more  surprising 
than  the  story  of  this  fisherman,  replied  the  sultaness,  and 
you  will  be  convinced  of  it  next  night,  if  the  sultan  will  be 
so  gracious  as  to  let  me  live.  Schahriar  being  curious  to 
hear  the  success  of  such  an  extraordinary  fishing,  would 
not  order  Scheherazade  to  be  j  ut  to  death  that  day. 

The  Ninth  Night. 
.  My  dear  sister,  cries  Dinarzade,  next  morning  at  the 
usual  hour,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  I  pray  you  go  on  with 
the  story  of  the  fisherman  ;  I  am  ready  to  die  till  I  hexr 
it. — I  am  willing  to  give  you  that  satisfaction,  says  the 
sultaness ;  but  at  the  same  time  she  demanded  leave  of 
the  sultan,  and  having  obtained  it,  began  the  story  again 
as  follows : 

Sir,  when  the  fisherman,  vexed  to  have  made  such  a 
sorry  draught,  had  mended  his  nets,  which  the  carcass  of 
the  ass  had  broken  in  several  places,  he  threw  them  in  a 
second  time ;  and  when  he  drew  them,  found  a  great  deal 
of  resistance,  which  made  him  think  he  had  taken 
abundance  of  fish  ;  but  he  found  nothing  except  a  basket 
full  of  gravel  and  slime,  which  grieved  him  extremely. 

0  Fortune  !  cries  he,  with  a  lamentable  tone,  be  not 
angry  with  me,  nor  persecute  a  wretch  who  prays  thee  to 
spare  him.  I  came  hither  from  my  house  to  seek  for  my 
livelihood,  and  thou  pronouncest  dfa';h  against  me.  I 
have  no  other  trade  but  this  to  subsist  by,  and,  notwith- 
f  tin  ding  all  the  care  I  take,  I  can  scarcely  provide  what 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  my  family.  But  I  am  to  blame 
to  complain  of  thee  ;  thou  takest  pleasure  to  persecute 
honest  people,  and  to  leave  great  men  in  obscurity,  while 
thou  showest  favour  to  the  wicked ,  and  advancest  those 
who  have  no  virtue  to  leeommend  them. 

Having  finished  this  complaint,  he  threw  away  the 
basket  in  a  fret,  and  washing  his  nets  from  the  slime, 
cast  them  the  third  time,  but  brought  up  nothing  except 
stone,  shells,  and  mud.  Nobody  can  express  his  disorder, 
he  was  almost  beside  himself.  However,  when  day  began 
to  appear,  he  did  not  forget  to  say  his  prayers,  like  a  good 
Mussulman,  and  afterwards  addei  this  petition  :  '  Lord, 
thou  knowest  that  I  cast  my  nets  only  four  times  a  day ; 

1  have  already  drawn  them  three  times,  without  the  least 
reward  for  my  labour ;  I  am  only  to  cast  them  once  more ; 
I  pray  thee  to  render  the  sea  favourable  to  me,  as  thou 
didst  to  Moses.' 

The  fisherman,  having  finished  this  prayer,  cast  his  nets 
the  fourth  time  ;  and,  when  he  thought  it  was  time,  he 
drew  them  as  formerly,  with  great  difliculty  ;  but,  instead 
of  fish,  found  nothing  in  them  but  a  vessel  of  yellow 
copper,  which  by  its  weight  seemed  to  be  full  of  some- 
thing ;  and  he  observed  that  it  was  shut  up  and  sealed  with 
lead,  having  the  impression  of  a  seal  upon  it.  This  rejoiced 
him  :  I  will  sell  it,  says  he,  to  the  founder,  and  with  the 
money  arising  from  the  produce  buy  a  measure  of  corn. 
He  examined  the  vessel  on  all  sides,  and  shook  it,  to 
see  if  what  wa?  within  made  any  noise,  but  heard  nothing. 
This  circumstaice,  with  the  impression  of  the  seal  upjn 
the  leaden  cover,  made  him  think  there  was  something 
precious  ia  it.  To  try  this,  he  took  a  knife,  and  opened  i^; 
with  very  litt'e  labour.  He  presently  turned  the  mouth 
downward,  but  nothing  came  out ;  which  surprised  him 
extremely.  He  set  it  before  him,  and  while  he  looked 
upon  it  attentively,  there  came  out  a  very  thick  smoke, 
which  obliged  him  to  retire  two  or  three  paces  from  it. 

The  smoke  ascended  to  the  clouds,  and  extending  itself 
along  the  s^a  and  upon  tbe  shore,  formed  a  great  mist, 
which,  we  may  well  imagine,  did  mightily  astonish  the 
fisherman.  When  the  smoke  was  all  out  of  the  vessel,  it 
reunited  itself,  and  became  a  solid  body,  of  which  there 
was  formed  a  genie  twice  as  high  as  the  greatest  of  giants. 
At  the  sight  of  a  monster  of  such  an  unsizeable  balk,  the 
fisherman  would  fain  have  fled,  but  was  so  frightened  that 
he  could  not  go  one  step. 

Solomon,  cried  the  genie  immediately,  Solomon,  the 
great  prophet,  pardon,  pardon  ;  I  will  never  more  oppose 
your  will,  I  will  obey  all  your  commands.  

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  broke  off  her  story. 

Upon  which  Dinarzade  said,  Dear  sister,  robody  can 
keep  their  promise  better  than  you  have  done  yours. 
This  story  is  certainly  more  suprising  than  all  the  former. 
Sister,  replies  the  sultaness,  there  are  more  wonderful 
things  yet  to  come,  if  my  lord  the  sultan  will  allow  me  to 
tell  them  to  you.  Schahriar  had  too  great  a  desire  to 
hear  out  the  story  of  the  fisherman,  to  deprive  himself  of 
that  pleasure  ;  and  therefore  put  off  the  sultaness's  death 
another  day. 

The  Tenth  Night. 

Dinarzade  called  her  sister  next  night,  when  she  thought 
it  was  time,  and  prayed  her  to  continue  the  story  of  the 
fisherman;  and  the  sultan  being  also  impatient  to  know 
what  concern  the  genie  had  with  Solomon,  Scheherazade 
continued  her  story  thus  : 

Sir,  the  fisherman,  when  he  heard  these  words  of  the 
genie,  recovered  his  courage,  and  said  to  him.  Proud 
spirit,  what  is  it  that  you  say  ?  It  is  above  eighteen 
hundred  years  since  the  prophet  Solomon  died,  and  we 


are  now  at  the  end  of  time.  Tell  me  your  history,  and 
how  you  came  to  be  shut  up  in  this  vessel. 

The  genie  turning  to  the  fisherman,  with  a  fierce  look, 
says,  You  must  speak  to  me  with  more  civility  ;  thou  art 
very  bold  to  call  me  a  proud  spirit. — Very  well,  replies  the 
fisherman,  shall  I  speak  to  you  with  more  civility,  and 
call  you  the  owl  of  good  luck  ? — I  say,  answers  the  genie, 
speak  to  me  more  civilly,  before  I  kill  thee. — Ah  !  replies 
the  fisherman,  why  would  you  kill  me?  Did  not  I  just 
now  set  you  at  liberty,  and  have  you  already  forgotten  it 
—Yes,  I  remember  it,  siys  the  genie,  but  that  shall  not 
hinder  me  from  killing  thee  :  I  have  only  one  favour  to 
grant  thee. — And  what  is  that .''  eajs  the  fisherman  — It 
is,  answers  the  genie,  to  give  thee  thy  choice,  in  what 
manner  thou  wouldst  hive  me  take  thy  life. — Biit  wherein 
have  I  offended  you  ?  replies  the  fisherman.  Is  that  your 
reward  for  the  good  services  I  have  done  you  !' — I  cannot 
treat  you  otherwise,  says  the  genie  ;  and  that  you  may  be 
convinced  of  it  hearken  to  my  story. 

I  am  one  of  those  rebellion?  spirits  that  opposed  the 
wUl  of  Heaven  :  all  the  other  genii  owned  Sobmon,  the 
great  prophet,  and  submitted  to  him.  Sacar  and  I  were 
the  only  genii  that  would  never  be  guilty  of  a  mean  thing  ; 
and,  to  avenge  himself,  that  great  monarch  sent  Asaph, 
the  son  of  Barakhia,  his  chief  minister,  to  apprehend  me. 
That  was  accordingly  done.  Asaph  seized  my  person,  and 
brought  me  by  force  before  his  master's  throne. 

Solomon,  the  son  of  David,  commanded  me  to  quit  my 
way  of  living,  to  acknowledge  his  power,  and  to  submit 
myself  to  his  commands  :  I  bravely  refused  to  obey,  and 
told  him  I  would  rather  expose  myself  to  his  resentment 
than  swear  fealty,  and  submit  to  hun,  as  he  required.  To 
punish  me,  he  shut  me  up  in  this  copper  vessel ;  and  to 
make  sure  of  me,  that  I  should  not  break  prison,  he 
himself  stamped  upon  this  leaden  cover  his  seal,  with  the 
great  name  of  God  engraven  upon  it.  Then  he  gave  the 
vessel  to  one  of  the  genii  who  submitted  to  him,  with 
orders  to  throw  me  into  the  sea,  which  was  executed,  to 
my  sorrow. 

During  the  first  hundred  years  imprifoament,  I  swore 
that  if  anyone  would  deliver  me  before  the  hundred  years 
expired  I  would  make  him  rich,  even  after  his  death  :  but 
that  century  ran  out,  and  nobody  did  me  that  good  office. 
During  the  second,  I  made  an  oath,  that  I  would  open  all 
the  treasures  of  the  earth  to  anyone  that  should  set  me  at 
liberty ;  but  with  no  better  success.  In  the  third,  L 
promised  to  make  my  deliverer  a  potent  monarch,  to  he 
always  near  him  in  spirit,  and  to  grant  him  every  day 
three  requests,  of  what  nature  soever  they  might  be  :  but 
this  century  ran  out  as  well  as  the  two  former,  and  I 
continued  in  prison.  At  last,  being  angry,  or  rather  mad, 
to  find  myself  a  prisoner  so  long,  I  swore,  that  if  after- 
wards anyone  should  deliver  me,  I  would  kill  him  without 
mercy,  and  grant  him  no  other  favour  but  to  chot  se  what 
kind  of  death  he  would  die ;  and  therefore,  since  j  on  have 
delivered  me  to-day,  I  give  you  that  choice. 

This  discourse  afflicted  the  poor  fisherman  extremely : 
I  am  very  unfortunate,  cries  he,  to  come  hither  to  do  such 
a  piece  of  good  service  to  one  that  is  so  ungrateftd.  I  beg 
you  to  consider  your  injiistice,  and  revoke  such  an  un- 
reasonable oath  ;  pardon  me,  and  heaven  will  pardon  you  ; 
if  you  grant  me  my  life,  heaven  will  protect  you  from  all 
attempts  against  yours. — No,  thy  death  is  resolved  on, 
says  the  genie,  only  choose  how  you  wiU  die.  The 
fisherman,  perceiving  the  genie  to  be  resolute,  was 
extremely  grieved,  not  so  much  for  himself,  as  for  his 
three  children;  and  bewailed  tte  misery  they  must  be 
reduced  to  by  his  death.  He  endeavoured  still  to  appease 
the  genie,  and  says,  Alas  !  be  pleased  to  take  pity  on  me, 
in  consideration  of  the  good  service  I  have  done  you. — I 
have  told  thee  already,  replies  the  genie,  it  is  for  that  very 
reason  I  must  kill  thee. — That  is  very  strange,  says  the 
fisherman,  are  you  resolved  to  reward  good  with  evU  ? 
The  proverb  says,  '  That  he  who  does  good  to  one  who 
deserves  it  not,  is  always  iU  rewarded.'  I  must  confess,  I 
thought  it  was  false  ;  for  in  effect,  there  can  be  nothing 
more  contrary  to  reason,  or  the  laws  of  society.  Never- 
theless, I  find  now  by  cruel  experience  that  it  is  bnt  too 
true. — Do  not  lose  time,  replies  the  genie ;  all  thy 
reasonings  shall  not  divert  me  from  my  purpose  :  make 
haste,  and  teU  me  which  way  you  choose  to  die. 

Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention.  The  fisherman 
bethought  himself  of  a  stratagem.  Since  I  mu:t  die,  then, 
says  he  to  the  genie,  I  submit  to  the  will  of  heaven  ;  but 
before  I  choose  the  manner  of  death,  I  conjure  you  by  the 
great  name  which  was  engraven  upon  tae  seal  of  the 
prophet  Solomon,  the  son  of  David,  to  answer  me  truly 
t'ae  question  I  am  going  to  ask  of  you. 

The  genie  finding  himseK  oblige  1  to  a  positive  anawei 
by  this  adjuration,  trembled ;  and  replied  to  th  3  fisherman. 
Ask  what  thou  wilt,  but  make  haste. — Day  appearing, 
Scheherazade  held  her  peaca. 

Sister,  says  Dinarzade,  it  must  be  owned  that  the 
more  you  speak  the  more  you  surprise  and  satisfy.  I  hope 
our  lord,  the  sultan,  wiil  not  order  you  to  be  put  to  death 
till  he  hears  out  the  fine  story  of  the  fisherman.  The 
sultan  is  absolute,  replies  Scheherazade  ;  we  must  submit 
to  his  win  in  everything.  But  Schahriar,  being  as  willing 
as  Dinarzade  to  hear  an  end  cf  the  story,  did  again  put  off 
the  execution  of  the  sultaness. 

The  Eleventh  Night. 

Schahriar  and  the  princess,  his  spouse,  passed  this  night 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  done  the  former,  and 
before  break  of  day  Dinarzade  awaked  them  with  these 
words  addressed  to  the  sultaness :  I  pray  you,  sister,  to 
resume  the  story  of  the  fisherman. — With  aU  my  heart, 
said  Scheherazade,  I  am  willing  to  satisfy  you,  with  the 
sultan's  permission. 

The  genie,  continued  she,  having  promised  to  speak  the 
truth,  the  fisherman  says  to  him, — I  would  know  if  you 
were  actually  in  this  vessel ;  dare  you  swear  it  by  the 
name  of  the  fgreat  God  ? — Yes,  replied  the  genie,  I  do 
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swear  by  that  great  name  that  I  was,  and  it  is  a  certain 
truth. — In  good  faith,  answered  the  fishermm,  I  cannot 
believe  you  ;  the  vessel  is  not  capable  of  holding  one  of 
yoar  feet,  and  how  should  it  be  pos»ibIe  that  vour  whole 
body  could  lie  in  it?  — I  swear  to  th  e,  notwithstanding, 
replied  the  genie,  that  I  was  there  just  as  you  see  me  here. 
Is  it  possible  that  thou  dost  not  believe  me  after  this  great 
oath  that  I  have  taken  ? — Truly  not  I,  said  the  fisherman  ; 
nor  wUl  I  believe  you  unless  you  show  it  me. 

Upoa  which  the  body  of  the  genie  was  dissolved,  and 
changed  itself  into  smoke,  extending  itself  as  f  ormerly 
upon  the  sea  and  shore,  and  then  at  last  being  gathered 
together,  it  began  to  re-enter  the  vessel,  which  it  con- 
tinued to  do  successively  by  a  slow  and  ejual  motion  after 
a  smooth  and  exact  way  till  nothing  was  left  out;  and 
immediately  a  voice  came  forth  which  said  to  the  fisher- 
man. Well  now,  incredulous  fellow,  I  am  all  in  the  vessel ; 
do  not  you  believe  me  now  ? 

The  fisherman,  instead  of  answering  the  genie,  took  the 
cover  of  lead,  and  having  speedily  shut  the  vessel.  Genie, 
cries  he,  now  it  is  your  turn  to  beg  my  favour,  and  to 
choose  which  way  I  shall  put  you  to  death  ;  but  not  so,  it 
is  better  that  I  should  throw  you  into  the  sea,  whence  I 
took  you,  and  then  I  will  build  a  house  upon  the  bank, 
where  I  will  dwell,  to  give  notice  to  all  fishermen  who 
come  to  throw  in  their  nets  to  beware  of  such  a  wicked 
genie  as  thou  art,  who  hast  made  an  oath  to  kiU  him  that 
shall  set  thee  at  liberty. 

The  genie,  enraged  at  those  exprf  ssions,  did  all  he  could 
to  get  out  of  the  vessel  again ;  but  it  was  not  possible  for 
him  to  do  it,  for  the  impression  of  Solomon's  seal  pre- 
vented him.  So  perceiving  that  the  fisherman  had  got  the 
advantage  of  him,  he  thought  fit  to  dissemble  his  anger. 
Fisherman,  says  he,  in  a  pleasant  tone,  take  heed  you  do 
not  do  what  you  say,  for  what  I  spoke  to  you  before  was 
only  by  way  of  jest,  and  you  are  to  take  it  no  otherwise. 
— O,  genie  !  replies  the  fisherman,  thou  who  wast  but  a 
moment  ago  the  greatest  of  all  genii,  and  now  art  the 
least  of  them,  thy  crafty  discourse  will  signify  nothing  to 
thee,  but  to  the  sea  thou  shalt  return.  If  thou  hast  staid 
there  already  so  long  as  thou  hast  told  me,  thou  mayst 
very  well  stay  there  till  the  day  of  judgment.  I  begged  of 
thee,  in  God's  name,  not  to  take  away  my  life,  and  thou 
didst  reject  my  prayers.  I  am  obliged  to  treat  thee  in  the 
same  manner. 

The  genie  omitted  nothing  that  could  prevail  upon  the 
fisherman.  Open  the  vessel,  says  he  ;  give  me  my  liberty, 
T  pray  thee,  and  I  promise  to  satisfy  thee  to  thy  own 
content.— Thou  art  a  mere  traitor,  replies  the  fisherman. 
I  should  deserve  to  lose  my  life  if  I  were  such  a  fool  as  to 
trust  thee  ;  thou  wilt  not  fail  to  treat  me  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  certain  Grecian  king  treated  the  physician 
Douban. 

[We  pinnt  this,  but  somehow  it  seems  we  have  heard  the 
yam  before.  Who  is  Dinarzarde,  and  who  are  the  genii 
anyway  ?  It  sounds  to  us  to  be  something  like  the 
Arabian  Nights,  the  result  of  having  passed  several  nights 
consulting  spirits  which  were  raised  nearer  Scotland  than 
Arabia,] 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


DESTEUGTION  OF  TEOUT  AT  HIGH 
WYCOMBE. 

Deae  Sir, — It  is  unfottunately  true  that  there  has 
been  a  sad  destruction  of  trout  in  this  neighbourhood,  but 
it  has  been  much  exaggerated  in  the  paragraphs  which 
appeared  in  the  papers.  It  has  been  stated  tihere  that 
"  all  the  fish  in  the  stream,  from  Wycombe  to  the  Thames, 
have  been  jiestroyed."  HappUy  this  is  quite  incorrect. 
I  am  very  glad  to  inform  you,  and,  through  your  columns, 
the  various  members  of  our  angling  association,  that  in 
the  club  water,  which  extends  some  two  miles  below  the 
town,  not  a  fish  has  been  killed.  There  are  a  splendid  lot 
of  trout  on  the  spawning  beds,  and  we  have  every  prospect 
of  a  season  as  good  as  that  of  last  year,  which  all  agree 
was  first  rate. 

The  mischief  which  occasioned  such  disaster  arose  from 
some  great  carelessness  at  our  gasworks.  It  was,  how- 
ever, confined  to  another  stream,  quite  distinct  from  the 
association  water.  J.  Thuelow 

(Hon.  Sec.  Wycombe  Angling  Association). 

Wycombe,  Jan.  5.   

SEA  FISHING  INFORMATION  WANTED. 
DEi^B  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  G.  A.  R.,"  I  would  wish  to 
say  that  I  have  given  much  attention  to  the  connection  of 
sea  fishing  with  hydrography,  and  in  the  four  editions  of  my 
bjok,  "  The  Sea  Fisherman"  (63.,  Longmans,  Green, and 
Co.,  London),  have  recommended  the  use  of  chirts,  in  con- 
nection with  sea  fishing,  as  a  useful  preliminary  to  the 
acquisition  of  the  necessary  local  knowledge,  at  p.  11,  4th 
edition. 

I  happen  to  have  a  portfolio  of  charts  of  the  British 
Isles,  given  me  in  memory  of  my  deceased  friend,  the  late 
Mr.  R.  T.  McMullen,  and  as  "  G.  A.  R."  wishes  to  visit 
the  east  coast  of  England,  from  Redcar  to  Bridlington,  I 
recommend  him  to  write  Mr.  J.  D.  Potter,  31,  Poultry, 
London,  who  will,  on  applica'ion,  send  him  the  prices  and 
titlf-8  (if  the  nec(  s  ary  sheets,  covering  ab  )ut  sixty  miles 
each,  for  Is.  6d.  There  is  a  special  chait  of  B  idlington 
Bay,  which  "  G.  A.  R."  wouLl  find  very  useful. 

These  charts  are  published  by  the  Admiralty,  and  are  of 
a  convenient  size  for  reference.  The  depths,  nature  of 
bottom,  sets  of  cui  rents,  rocks,  &c.,  are  set  down  in 
accordance  with  the  latest  survey,  irclnding  the  buoys  and 
lights. 


To  collect  matter  for  the  compilation  of  a  complete 
work  on  the  fishing  pilotage  of  the  three  kingdoms  would 
take  more  than  the  life  of  one  man.  The  utmost  we  who 
have  taken  up  the  subject  can  do  is  to  take  every 
opportunity  of  collecting  information  which  offers,  and  to 
set  it  down  for  publication.  Mr.  Aflalo  and  Mr.  John 
Bickerdyke  have  this  matter  very  much  at  heart,  and  I 
have  myself  given  eighteen  pages  to  this  subject  in  my 
fourth  edition  of  "  The  Sea  Fisherman,"  mentioning,  on 
that  coast  to  which  "  G.  A.  R."  refers,  Fi!ey,  Tynemonth, 
Flamborough  Hexd,  and  Bridlington,  Scarborough,  and 
Whitby.  Back  numbers  of  th^  Fishing  Gazette  mention 
many  fishing  stations  round  the  coast.  The  List  of 
Members  and  General  Information  of  the  Brititli  Sea 
Anglers'  Society,  of  which  Mr.  H.  Ball,  66,  Haymarket, 
is  hon.  sec,  is  sold  to  non-members  for  a  shiUing;  the 
issue  of  1896  would  be  useful  to  our  friend  "  G.  A.  R.," 
and  I  believe  Mr.  Ball  has  a  few  copies  still  on  hand. 

Holy  Island  would  be  a  very  interesting  place  to  visit, 
owing  to  its  natural  harbour,  and  the  great  extent  of  both 
rocks  and  sand  in  its  vicinity  ;  it  would,  however,  not  be 
wise  for  a  stranger  to  go  outside  the  harbour  alone, 
owing  to  the  rocks  and  tides,  but  from  the  appearance  of 
the  chart,  pollack  (lythe)  and  coal  fish  (saithe),  as  well  as 
flat  fish  and  codling  might  be  taken  in  the  harbour  itself, 
and,  with  larger  fish  of  these  kinds  outside,  good  sport  is 
often  obtainable. 

Part  HI.  of  the  Admiralty  Pilot  gives  the  pilotage  of 
the  east  coast  from  Holy  Island  to  the  Thames  mouth, 
and  the  charts  from  Bangor  in  the  Menai  Strait,  with  the 
accompanying  pilot  book,  are  always  in  stock  at  Mr. 
Potter's  establishment. 

The  Menai  Strait,  between  the  two  bridges,  is  celebrated 
for  bass ;  here  are  the  Swilly  Rocks,  and  the  violent 
ac  jion  of  the  water  requires  local  experience  to  negotiate 
with  safety  this  turbulent  passage. 

There  is  remarkably  good  fishing  at  Aberffraw,  in 
Anglesea,  and  the  landlord  of  the  Prince  Llewellyn  used  to 
keep  a  boat  for  his  visitors. — Yours,  &c., 

Teddington.    J.  C.  Wilcocks. 

DEAL  PIER. 
Sir,— The  18|lb.  cod  fish  caught  by  Mr.  E.  Metford  last 
month,  as  recorded  by  Mr.  Richardson  in  Fishiiig  Gazette, 
deserves  a  further  notice.  Mr.  Metford  was  fishing  in  the 
evening  with  a  short  rod  and  usual  tackle  ( baits,  lug  worms) , 
at  the  end  of  the  pier,  when  he  hooked  this  fisn.  Being 
young  and  active,  he  managed  to  lead  his  prize  along  the 
pier  gaJLry  to  the  beach,  where  he  skilfully  landed  it, 
amid  the  hearty  congratulations  of  brother  anglers  and 
the  crowd  which  had  cjUected.  There  are  a  number  of 
townsmen  and  others  who  fish  after  dark  with  great 
success.  The  sea  lug  worm  shows  a  phosphorescence  which 
enables  the  big  cod  to  find  them.  Mr.  Metford  is  a  true 
Izaak  Walton  patient  angler,  for  when  the  far  end  of  the 
pier  is  unfishable,  he  sits  at  the  shore  end  with  two  rods 
out  on  the  gallery,  and  always  catches  dabs  and  other 
small  fish.  His  motto  is  perseverance,  nothing  venture 
nothing  win. — Yours  truly,  T.  R.  Sachs,  P.P.S. 


GRAYLING  FISHING. 
Dear  Sib, — May  I  be  permitted  to  address  you  with 
regard  to  the  inquiry  as  to  grayling,  by  the  Rev.  A.  R. 
Upoher,  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  25.  If  that  gentleman  is 
still  open  to  negotiate,  and  is  content  to  turn  down  fry 
(which  would  the  better  answer  the  double  purpose  of 
cheapness  and  adequate  stocking,  provided  trout,  pike,  or 
percn  are  not  there),  I  should  be  happy  to  get  them  sent 
to  him  from  a  friend  of  mine  a  few  miles  from  here,  say 
latter  end  of  May.  If  this  meets  the  Rev.  Mr.  Upcher's 
eye,  and  he  cares  to  communicate  with  me,  I  think  I  may 
rely  on  your  usual  courtesy  to  say,  that  by  his  sending  a 
stamped  addressed  envelope  to  you,  jou  would  give  him 
my  address.  The  friend  in  question  is  none  other  than 
Mr.  John  Ward,  of  A. R.I. E  L.  article  notoriety,  whose 
unique  hatchery  I  saw  recently,  i.e  ,  a  whole  series  of 
breeding  trays  and  yearling  ponds  cut  from  the  solid  rock 
and  fed  by  one  of  the  purest  of  pure  springs.  He  has  still 
portly  Thymallus  in  garden  fountain  and  ponds  under  his 
care. — Yours,  &c.,    F.  S.  P. 

VARI-COLOURBD  ROACH. 
Dear  Sir, — When  at  Waterbeach  this  week,  one  angler 
had  a  roach  (the  weight  of  it  was  lib.  6oz.),  but  from  the 
lip  to  the  top  of  the  back  and  "  all  round  "  the  gill,  on  one 
side  only,  it  was  a  bright  gold  colour  ;  but  the  other  side 
of  the  fish  from  lip  to  the  gill  was  bright  silver  colour. 
Is  this  a  common  occurrence,  as  I  never  saw  one  like  it 
before  in  all  my  forty-five  years'  experit  nee  ?  It  was  a 
splendid  shaped  fish,  and  the  roach  here  now  are  fine.  I 
am  sure  in  colour  and  shape  they  cannot  be  better.—- 
Yours,  &c.,    John  O'George. 

BE  "  STRA.Y  CASTS." 
SlE, — "Mona's"  doubts  and  playful  discourse  in  re- 
lation to  the  sense  of  smell  in  fishes  led  me  by  the  nose,  so 
to  speak,  along  the  line  of  angling  memories,  in  search  of 
any  indication  of  those  "  facts,"  and  their  "  inexorable 
logiic,"  by  which  we  may  still  hope  to  maintain  unim- 
paired the  authority  and  glory  of  our  great  ancestor, 
Walton,  and  his  immortal  classic,  when,  at  the  end  of  the 
paragraph,  his  "  modi  st  proposal"  of  treating  our  poor 
quarry  to  a  dose  of  vivisection  came  into  view  like  a  cruel 
spectre,  generating  within  us  a  rush  of  protetting  horrcr 
at  the  mtre  idea  of  applying  the  system  to  our  dainty 
sport,  much  hsj  to  scientitic  invettigation.  Ab,  me  !  I 
torgot  for  the  moment  that  the  evident  humorous  vein  in 
"  Mona's"  words  should  have  precluded  our  taking  him 
too  seriously ;  and,  as  a  single  fact  is  of  more  value  than  an 
oc^an  of  tic  ion,  whether  in  the  shape  of  fancy  or 
monstrous,  though  theoretical,  suggestion,  I  reassured 
myself  by  the  follo'tying  memory  : 


I  was  trouling  on  the  pretty  Blythe,  between  Cresswell 
and  Leigh,  in  the  days  when  the  worm  was  permitted, 
when,  dropping  the  lure  gently  into  a  clear  run  beneath  a 
perpencieular  bank,  I  notictd  a  fish  move  with  more  than 
usual  commotion,  as  if  going  in  pursuit  of  tha  worm  as  it 
swamdjwn.  Raising  and  recasting  the  bait,  the  move- 
ment was  repeated  by  the  fish,  resulting  in  my  hotking 
and  landing  a  long,  lean,  dark  coloured  trout,  whose 
peculiar  movements  on  the  giass  even  excited  curiosity. 

Picking  the  fish  up,  he  was  found  to  be  blind  in  both 
eyes.  At  Je  st,  they  were  covered  by  the  opaque  substance 
usually  seen  on  blind  fish.  And  if  that  fish  did  not  live 
by  the  aid  of  his  nose,  I  fail  to  see  up  )n  what  grounds  hia 
capture  can  be  explained.  Avauut,  vivisection. — I  am, 
&c„  P.  W.  Dale. 

Hanley,  Jan.  1.  _____ 

ARE  CHUB  PISCIVOROUS  ? 

Sib, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  A.  HUl,  will,  perhaps, 
be  interested  to  know  that  chub  tiking  fish  baits,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  is  extremely  common.  I  have  had 
many  on  both,  three  fish  of  over  41b.  each  taking  re- 
spectively a  bleak  wTiilst  fishing  for  Thames  trout,  a  small 
chub  whilst  spinning  for  jack  (note  the  latter  now  an 
illegal  bait  on  the  Thimes),  and  a  live  frog.  Some  years 
ago  I  used  to  take  many  with  minnows  on  ordinary  float 
tackle.  The  fish  Mr.  HUl  opened  had  evidently  been 
feeding  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  shoal  of  small  stuff, 
though  they  can  e  a  <ily  put  away  two-year-olds.  In  the 
spring,  whilst  spinning  for  Thames  trout,  the  chub  are 
sometimes  a  perfect  nuisance,  spoiling  perhaps  a  good  bait, 
which,  as  a  rule,  are  then  scarce. 

The  best  time,  to  my  mind,  for  chubbing  is  February, 
and  the  best  bait  properly  prepared  brains,  using  the 
latter  raw,  which  will  require  carefully  placing  on  the 
hook,  and  as  carefully  placing  in  the  water,  allowmg  it  to 
settle  down  slowly.  One  of  the  worst  enemies  to  a  trout 
stream  is  the  chub,  who  will  go  for  anything,  from  ova  to 
yearlings,  and  take  every  insect  from  midges  to  cock- 
chafers.— Yours,  &c.,  B.  R.  Bambridqe. 

Eton,  Jan.  1. 

A  IOlb.  LEA  TROUT  KILLED  BY  A  BARGE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  have  to  record  the  untimely 
end  of  a  fine  Lea  trout. 

On  Wednesday  last  a  barge  was  coming  alongside  a 
wharf,  just  below  the  Town  Mills,  at  Hertford,  when  it 
nipped  the  fish  so  badly  as  to  kill  it.  I  secured  it,  and 
forwarded  it  to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  Radnor-street, 
to  be  mounted.  They  informed  me  it  weighed  101b.  on 
arrival,  and  that  they  considered  it  a  very  fine  specimen. 

This  fish  had  been  well  tried  for  all  the  past  season.  I 
had  it  on  in  May,  but  lost  it  through  my  tackle  fouling. — 
Yours  faithfully,  E.  J.  Wickham. 

Hertford.   


PIKE  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir. — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
numerous  correspondents  can  tell  me  where  I  can  get  pike 
fishing  within  reasonable  distance.    I  inclose  my  card, 
and  remain — Yours  faithfully,  Esox  Lucius. 


PISCICULTURE  AT  THE  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  to  thank  you  for  inserting  my 
previous  communication  in  this  connection,  but  your 
editorial  note  is  likely  to  mislead  some  of  the  friends  who 
are  so  heartily  helping  in  the  effort  to  bring  together  a 
complete  collection  of  British  freshwater  fish  at  the  Rojal 
Aquarium.  You  say,  "  From  previous  experience  we 
should  recommend  a  cemetery,"  to  be  included  with  our 
School  of  Pisciculture  here. 

Well,  so  far  as  that  goes,  sir,  a  cemetery  is  necessary 
anywhere  and  everywhere,  and,  taken  in  the  ordinary  way, 
your  editorial  is  only  a  useful  reminder  that  deaths  are 
sure  to  occur  where  thousands  of  fish  are  in  question. 
These  deaths  we  are  prepared  to  take  into  account  and 
allow  for,  as  every  properly  conducted  piscicultural 
establishment  is.  But  there  is  an  undercurrent  of 
suggestion  in  your  remarls  which  amounts  to  nothing  less 
than  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  keep  our  tish  strong  and 
healthy,  and  that  a  preponderance  of  deaths  will  constantly 
prevail. 

Your  experience,  sir,  differs  with  our  own.  As  a  mere 
matter  of  fact,  we  have  actually  reared  Salmo  fario  in  our 
tanks  from  the  fry  stage  to  when  they  have  become 
J-pounders. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie,  our  first 
experiment  wUl  be  indulged  in  at  once.  We  shall  lay 
down  70,000  ova  of  Salmo  fario,  and  we  hope  to  success- 
fully 1  atch  a  fair  proportioa.    These  ova  will  include  : 

1.  Bright  salmon  coloured  egg^,  taken  from  wild  trout. 

2.  Paler  coloured  eggs,  from  trout  which  have  had  some 
little  artificial  tood  in  addition  to  natural  food. 

3.  Very  pale  eggs,  from  trout  fed  entirely  (or  nearly  so) 
by  hand. 

The  purpose  of  our  first  experiment  must  be  patent  to 
all. 

The  ova  on  glass  grUles,  as  Mr.  Corrie  seems  to  think 
it  advisable  to  do  so ;  but  the  main  object  of  our  school 
will  be  to  experiment,  and,  therefore,  other  grilles  will  be 
used  from  time  to  time.  The  same  remark  appli  s  con- 
cerning the  material  from  which  the  hatching  and  rearing 
boxes  will  be  made. 

One  important  point  I  must  ask  you  to  permit  me  to 
refer  to  :  under  no  circumstances  whatever  will  fry  or 
other  fish  be  sold  from  the  Aqnirium. — I  am,  yours  faith- 
fully, Edgab  S.  Shbubsole. 


To  Sportsmen.— T.  Burberry  atd  Sons,  of  30,  Haymarket, 
London,  and  London-street,  Bas  n^stoke,  are  now  Belling  their 
1897  Model  and  Stock  Garments  at  half  price.  Gabardine 
Shooting  Goats,  £1  68.  3d.  and  £1  lis.  Gd.   Knicker  Breeches,  15s. 


January  15,  1898] 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 
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THE  "AMATEUE  ANGLER'S^' 
BOOK.* 


NEW 


AN  APPRECIATION. 
It  is  best  txj  confess  at  once  that  in  matters  per- 
taining to  '■  the  rod,  the  line,  the  reel,  and  the  osier 

creel,"  I  am  some 

'J 


y'^T-'-.'- 


The  Bczzaed. 
fFrom  "  On  a  Sunshine  Holjday.'  ) 


thing  less  than  an 
amateur.  Of  the 
absolute  truth  of 
this  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette 
have  already  had 
an  opportunity  to 
judge.  Two  or 
three  years  ago  it 
was  my  happy  lot 
to  spend  a  holiday 
among  the  moun- 
tains overlooking  a 
famous  Highland 
loch,  long  beloved 
of  the  i  angler.  In 
the  frolicsome 
spirit  which  occa- 
sionally tempts  the 
sedatest  of  us,  I 
thought  it  would 
be  an  excellent  lark 
to  tell  experts 
something  they  did 
not  know  about 
the  fishing  on  that 
loch.  Accordingly 


*  On  a  Sunshine  Holyday.  By  the  "  Amatenr  Angler." 
London:  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Company, 
Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  B.C. 


I  wrote  an  article,  which  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
with  that  beautiful  faith  in  the  "  outsider " 
which  distinguishes  editors,  printed  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  How  many  scathing  exposures 
and  angry  protests  that  unlucky  article 
brought  we  need  not  stay  to  consider.  The 
point  is,  that  my  credentials  for  venturing  to 
make  a  second  appearance  among  anglers  are  not 
such  as  even  my  most  prejudiced  friends  would 
caU  brilliant.  Yet,  like  the  gentleman  in  the  play, 


and  meadows.  Now.  I  am  far  from  saying  or 
insinuating  that  the  "  Amateur  Angler "  is 
a  conscious  or  unconscious  imitator  of 
Walton;  but  it  is  the  simple  truth  to  say 
that  the  spirit  which  imbues  the  "Compleat 
Angler"  permeates  "On  a  Sunshine  Holy- 
day  "  and  the  other  books  by  the  same 
hand.  In  Izaak  there  is  not  a  trace  of  worry, 
and  none  would  guess  from  his  books  that 
the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  is  one  of  the  busiest  men 


T}IK    1!kAI.II.  J^OWKSTdlT. 
(From  "On  a  fuishine  Holyday.") 


it  is  my  privilege  to  know  a  thing  or  two ;  and 
one  of  the  things  1  am  surest  about,  is  that  the 
books  we  owe  to  the  1?  right  pen  of  the  "  Amateur 
Angler  are  among  the  best  of  their  kind  recently 
published  in  England.  Be  it  understood  I  do  not 
value  them  especially  for  their  piscatorial  lore. 
On  that  side  an  infidel  I  am.  and  probably  an 
infidel  I  shall  remain.  But  most  of  us  have  some 
sentiment  of  nature 
in  oui-  hearts.  Too 
often  it  lies  dormant ; 
but  at  intervals  there 
happily  comes  the 
rousing  touch,  and 
we  suddenly  awake 
to  a  fresh  apprecia- 
tion of  the  delights 
of  outdoor  life.  Such 
writers  as  Izaak 
Walton  and  Gilbert 
White  are  benefac- 
tors of  the  race,  not 
because  they  tell  this 
or  that  interesting 
secret  about  fishes 
and  bu-ds,  but  be- 
cause, like  true  Eng- 
lishmen, they  take 
us  out  of  doors. 
In  these  days  of 
"  stifling  City  life," 
we  ought  to  be 
doubly  grateful  to 
the  author  who  re- 
freshes us  •with  whifEs 
of  mountain  air  and 
the  music  of  woods 
and  running  waters. 
Readei-s  of  the  Fish- 
ing Gazette  will,  I 
think,  agree  with 
me  that  this  is 
precisely  what  the 
"  Amateur  Angler  " 
does.  Probably  the 
majority    of  them 

turn  his  pages  eagerly  for  that  silver  flash  which  sets 
the  angler's  veins  afire.  It  is  a  flash  which  gives 
the  least  enthusiastic  a  thrill ;  but  I  do  not  believe 
Izaak  Walton  would  to-day  be  so  great  a  figure 
in  our  literature  if  he  depended  wholly,  or,  indeed, 
chiefly,  upon  the  wild  sensation,  which  to  devotees 
of  the  rod  and  line  is  as  a  foretaste  of  heaven.  I, 
and  multitudes  like  me  (lost  sheep  of  the  house 
of  Israel),  enjoy  him,  because  one  of  his  chapters 
is  almost  as  good  as  a  walk  among  fragrant  woods 


The  Trilithox.  Stonehexge. 

(From  "  On  a  Sunshine  Holyday."  ) 


in  London,  and  head  of  a  business  which  in  these 
days  is  certainly  not  free  from  wony. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  the  luxury  of  a 
reminiscence.  Some  ten  years  ago  I  spent  au 
exhilarating  holiday  in  the  region  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  I  and  those  -with  me  slept  under 
canvas,  and  followed  frontier  manners.  We  saw 
no  newspapers,  and  read  no  books ;  so  far  as  I 

remember  the  cir- 
cumstance was  no 
bar  whatever  to  en- 
joyment. But  on 
turning  eastwai'd  I 
came  across  a  little 
book  entitled 
"  Frank's  Ranche ; 
or.  My  Holidays  in 
the  Rockies."  I  was 
then  in  the  midst  of 
ranches ;  at  any  rate, 
I  was  in  the  midst 
of  cowboys,  and  1 
dipped  tentatively 
into  my  new  book. 
I  think  I  opened  the 
volume  a  trifle  scep- 
tically, but  to  begin 
was  to  read  on,  and 
the  volume  was 
finished  at  a  sitting, 
Time  passed,  and 
I  put  6000  miles 
between  myself  and 
the  Rockies.  Then 
one  day  I  got  a  copy 
of  "Days in  Clover"; 
that  also  was  read  at 
a  sitting.  By  and  by 
I  learned  that  both 
books  were  by  the 
same  author.  You 
are  to  bear  in  mind 
I  made  his  acquain- 
tance, vicariously  as 
it  were,  6000  miles 
away,  and  that  at 
the  remotest  idea  of 
Lord  Beaconsfield 
The 


the  time  I  had  not 
his  identity.  But,  as 
observed,  it  is  the  unexpected  that  happens 
whirligig  of  time,  which  so  frequently  surprises 
us  all,  brought  me  into  very  intimate  relations 
indeed  •with  the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  who  is 
known  to  his  friends  as  Mr.  Edward  Marston ; 
and  it  is  now  part  of  my  business  to  consult 
him  frequently  upon  copyright,  booksellei-s'  dis- 
counts, the  relations  of  publishers  and  authors, 
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and  other  high  and  difficult  matters  relating  to 
the  world  of  books.  This  is  rather  a  long  story, 
but  it  illustrates  Beaconsfield's  theory  of  the 
unexpected ;  and  in  particular  shows  that  as  a 
reader  I  knew  the  "  Amateur  Angler's  "  books 
long  before  it  fell  to  me  to  review  them.  And  I 
win  add  that  the  qualities  which  first  attracted 
me  to  them  are  wearing  well. 

The  freshness,  the  humour,  the  observation,  and 
descriptive  power  which  distinguished  "  Frank's 
Ranche,  '  "  Days  in  Clover,"  and  other  earlier 
books,  are  again  conspicuous  in  "  On  a  Sunshine 
Holyday."  In  a  prefatory  note  the  author  says : 
'■  I  fear  I  must  no  longer  range  myself  among  the 
young.  My  apology  for  being  old  is  that  I 
cannot  help  it;  and  yet,  on  the  rai-e  occasions 
when,  'hackney'd  in  business,'  as  I  usually  am,  I 
can  tear  myself  away  for  a  few  days,  and  go  forth 
to  play  in  the  fields  and  woods,  I  leave  old  age 
behind,  and  am,  or  fancy  myself  to  be,  a  boy 
again."  Did  I  not  say  the  book  is  remarkable  for 
buoyancy  ? 

In  "  By  Meadow  and  Stream "  there  is  an 
exquisite  preface  by  one  whom  future  generations 
will  reckon  among  the  great  masters  of  English 
prose,  which  seems  to  me  so  apt  that  I  cannot 
help  quoting  a  sentence  from  it.  "  Meadow, 
where  the  young  grass  gleams,  or  darkens, 
according  to  the  flowing  of  the  breath  of  Spring ; 
copse,  where  the  rod  must  be  carried  low,  because 
of  the  catkins  and  the  crenelled  leaves  fluttering 
their  new  gloss  against  the  fleecy  sky  ;  primrose 
that  may  be  aiiy  colour  it  thinks  fit,  for  who 
would  take  two  looks  at  it  now  ?  And  then  the 
sly  wink  of  a  very  knowing  stream,  and  the  sound 
even  sweeter  than  our  true  love's  '  Tes,'  the 
silvery  flop  of  a  big  trout  rising  in  the  limpid 
alcove  from  which  we  mean  to  haul  him  out. 
For  all  the  above  joys  see  within." 

As  regards  "  On  a  Sunshine  Holyday,"  one 
cannot  do  better  than  repeat  Mr.  Blackmore's 
charming  commendation,  "  For  aU  the  above  joys 
see  within."  The  contents  are  such  as  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  know.  Here  are  mirrored  the 
humours  of  the  crowd  that  infests  Hampstead 
Heath  when  Whitechapel  tui-ns  out  for  an  airing' 
'■  The  largest  rat  that  ever  was  seen,"  the 
"  wonderful  four-homed  sheep "  that  has  been 
kaown  to  kill  human  beings  in  its  sport,  the 
"  masculine-feminine-gender  girl,  who  was  born 
with  a  most  beautiful  cranium  orifice,"  the 
marvellous  nigger  who  enjoys  being  pelted  with 
india-rubber  balls,  the  swings,  the  merry-go-round, 
the  cocoa  nuts,  the  hoarse,  laughing  crowd,  here 
they  all  are  in  the  gay  and  picturesque  confusion 
of  a  holiday.  In  another  and  more  characteristic 
strain  we  have  happy  descriptions  of  Salisbury 
Plain  and  the  Yalley  of  the  Avon,  of  outings  on 
the  Test  and  the  Itchen,  of  excursions  into 
Exmoor  and  the  Doone  Valley,  where,  of  course, 
we  are  on  the  track  of  the  great  John  Ridd  and 
the  ever  delightful  Loma. 

Probably  the  most  amusing  sketch  in  the  book 
is  that  containing  an  account  of  the  "  singular 
and  curious  ircident"  which  befell  the  author  in 
the  course  of  an  August  Bank  Holiday.  The 
incident  assuredly  was  singular  and  curious,  and 
it  is  described  with  an  infectious  humour  that 
will  make  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette — already 
familiar  with  the  story^ — laugh  again.  There  are 
also  some  reviews  of  notable  books,  such  as 
Tales  from  the  Telling  House,"  Mr.  Lane's 
edition  of  "  The  Compleat  Angler,"  and  "  Ajiimals 
at  Work  and  Play,"  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Cornish.  There 
is  likewise  an  ■  article  on  "  The  Prose  of  Fly 
Fishjng,"  which  illustrates  more  clearly  than 
anything  else  in  the  volume  the  author's 
invincible  cheerfulness.  "  Since  I  came  down  to 
these  parts  in  the  May  Fly  time,"  he  writes,  "  I  have 
not  had  a  rod  iu  my  hand,  and  I  had  chosen  a 
singiilarly  unfortunate  time,  for  the  weather  was 
dead  against  me.  .  .  .  Saturday  was  an  awful 
day  ;  it  rained  iu  torrents  all  day  almost  without 
a  break,  but  we  ventured  forth  well  clad  in 
mackintosh  and  waders.  We  fished  now  and 
then,  when  we  coi;ld,  in  the  short  intervals  when 
the  heavy  rain  gave  us  the  least  chance,  but  the 
wind  blew  half  a  gale,  and  we  watched  wistfully 
for  a  rise."  The  wind,  in  fact,  blew  the  flies 
away,  and  there  was  a  momentary  feeling  of  irri- 
tation ;  but  chess  winds  up  the  evening,  and  in 
general  there  is  a  feeling  of  happy  content  even 
in  the  midst  ol:  tempests.  Indeed,  an  indomitable 
good  humour  pervades  the  book  like  sunshine,  as 
it  pervaded  "Days  in  Clover"  and  the  other 


books  already  named.  I  ventm-e  to  think  that  a 
sunny  philosophy  is,  after  all,  the  "Amateur 
Angler's  "  best  gift  to  his  readers.  He  lifts  them 
out  of  themselves,  cunningly  leads  them  to  forget 
the  petty  ills  and  vexations  of  life  by  transporting 
them  into  the  country  and  bringing  them  face  to 
face  with  nature  in  all  her  varying  moods.  Anglers 
will  find  their  own  particular  charm  in  his 
writings.  With  the  felicity  of  genius,  Mr. 
Blackmore  has  told  us  wherein  that  charm  lies. 
But  we  are  not  all  anglers — a  fact  which  the 
author  of  "  On  a  Sunshine  Holyday  "  seems  to 
remember.  He  would  be  a  lover  of  woods  and 
fields  and  streams  had  he  never  lifted  a  fishing 
rod.  To  me  his  latest  book  is  less  a  tale  of 
angling  adventures  than  a  story  of  delightful 
days  spent  under  the  open  sky.  The  virtue  of 
fresh  winds  and  running  waters  is  in  its  pages. 
We  might  pick  out  this  or  that  happy  de- 
scription of  scenery,  this  or  that  thrilling 
experience  of  the  "  music  of  the  reel,"  this  or  that 
comic  incident  humorously  related ;  but  if  we 
confined  ourselves  to  these  we  should  miss  the 
essential  spirit  of  the  book — the  spirit  which 
haunts  the  secluded  valley  and  whispers  from  the 
murmui'ing  river.  It  should  be  added  that  the 
work  is  very  daintily  produced,  and  that  the 
numerous  illustrations  of  famous  scenes  are 
excellently  brought  out. 

One  point  more,  and  I  am  done.    In  a  graceful 


Lessee  Spotted  Woodpecker. 
(From  "On  a  Sunshine  Holyday.'  ) 


dedication  to  his  grand-daughter  Dorothy,  the 
author  says  :  "  I  am  pleased  to  dedicate  this,  my 
last  hook,  to  you."  Now,  in  dealing  with  so  cheer- 
ful a  work,  I  am  not  going  to  dwell  on  this  one 
note  of  sadness;  but  I  do  hope  that  the  editor 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  able  to  procure  for 
us  a  continuation  of  the  sketches  which  have 
made  the  literai-y  reputation  of  "  The  Amateur 
Angler."  And  whilst  I  am  about  it,  let  me  say 
there  is  yet  another  hope  I  indulge.  Mr.  E. 
Marston  has  probably  had  a  larger  experience  of 
publishing  than  any  other  man  now  alive.  For  the 
Publishers'  Circular  he  has  already  written  some 
reminiscences,  which  make  many  of  us  imitate 
Oliver  Twist  by  asking  for  more.  He  dotdd  write 
a  chapter  of  literary  history  that  would  have  a 
quite  unique  interest  and  value.  When  it  is 
written  I  know  it  will  be  widely  welcomed. 

J.  A.  Stbuart. 


THAMES  SALMON. 


In  my  journal  of  past  events  I  find  the  follow- 
ing :  Richard  Coxen,  fisherman  at  Twickenham- 
on-Thames,  and  three  other  boatmen,  netted  a 
salmon  of  725lb.  in  1820,  and  sold  it  to  Watkins, 
fishmonger,  of  Bond-street,  London,  for  8s.  tJd. 
per  lb.  (about  £30,  which  sum  the  four  men 
shared  between  them).    This  was   related  to 


T.  R.  Sachs,  the  late  Fi-ancis  Francis,  and  other 
friends  in  1860  by  Richard  Coxen,  who  was  then 
about  eighty  years  of  age.  About  the  same  time, 
William  G-alloway,  a  fisherman  at  Chertsey,  who 
was  in  1860  about  eighty  years  of  age,  told  me  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  then  secretary  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  that  he 
used  to  catch  skeggers  (young  salmon)  when  a 
young  man.  He  was  constantly  employed  by  the 
late  Mr.  James  Forbes,  near  Chertsey  Bridge, 
who  annually  hatched  many  thousands  of  trout 
and  placed  them  in  the  Thames.  In  his  extensive 
museum  of  waterfowl,  otters,  and  fishes,  there  was 
a  skegger  he  had  caught  at  Chertsey  Weir. 
Salmon  had  a  bad  time  of  it  then,  for  should 
one  make  its  appearance  fresh  from  the  sea,  the 
boatmen  netted  and  sold  it  for  a  good  sum.  In 
consequence,  there  were  no  more  skeggers,  the 
parent  fish  being  captured  before  spawning ;  and, 
of  course,  no  more  Thames  salmon.  At  Laleham, 
about  a  mile  above  Chertsey  Bridge,  the  river  is 
naiTOw,  shallow,  with  a  swift  current.  There  the 
salmon  would  be  seen  passing  upwards ;  it  was  then 
locally  known  as  the  salmon  pass.  Netting  being 
now  abolished,  and  the  water  nearing  its  pristine 
purity,  there  is  every  chance  of  salmon  hatching 
prospering.  The  thousands  of  salmon  and  trout 
which  were  hatched  at  Hampton  and  placed  in 
the  small  stream  opposite  Sunbury  by  the 
late  Frank  Buckland,  when  a  jear  old,  were 
turned  in  at  the  Thames  weirs  near  by  self  and 
others  of  the  committee  ;  the  salmon  never 
returned,  as  at  that  time  the  Thames  was  in  a 
filthy  state  from  the  London  sewage.  This  is  now 
carried  by  land  miles  away  to  the  sea.  The  river 
is  now  much  purer,  and  more  suitable  for  the 
return  of  the  salmon  to  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Thames. 

I  once  purposely  caught  a  dozen  skeggers  when 
fishing  the  Wye  in  Wales — "  these  young  salmon 
are  called  last  springs  there,"  and  a  very  suitable 
name,  showing  they  are  a  year  old.  With  a  brace 
of  41b.  trout  I  brought  them  to  London  without 
changing  the  water,  as  I  know  from  experience 
changing  the  water  is  fatal  to  the  fish.  I  showed 
them  to  Frank  Buckland,  telling  him  that  if  such 
size  last  springs  were  placed  in  the  Thames 
instead  of  hatched  ones,  I  thought  they  would  do 
better.  However,  he  would  not  accept  my  gift 
for  the  Thames,  saying  that  not  being  bred  there 
they  would  not  return,  so  my  enterprise  came  to 
nought.  Ttis  matter  appeared  in  the  Field,  and 
the  week  after  a  correspondent  wrote :  "  Perhaps 
Mr.  Sachs  is  not  aware  that  he  is  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  £60 — £5  for  each  of  the  young 
live  salmon  he  brought  from  the  Wye  to . 
London?"  But  mine  was  a  scientific  mission j 
for  the  good  of  the  Thames. 

T.  R.  Sachs,  P.P.S. 


A  MOUNTAIN  BROOK. 


By  Pengarreg. 
The  brook  I  have  in  mind  is  but  a  slender 
streamlet — the  head  waters  of  a  Welsh  salmon 
river.  And  so  newly  has  it  left  its  source  when 
it  runs  past  my  home,  that  it  is  as  yet  the  merest 
brooklet,  though  within  a  mile  or  so  further  it 
receives  a  score  of  tiny  tributaries,  and  figures  in 
fine  weather  as  a  cheerful,  babbling  brook ;  in 
times  of  heavy  rain,  a  tawny,  roaring  torrent. 
But  even  at  its  smallest  its  flow  is  very  regular, 
so  well  is  it  supplied  by  the  overflow  of  two 
mountain  tarns,  and  by  two  great  stretches  of 
peaty  bog,  which  gather  the  rain  like  vast 
sponges,  and  give  it  off  in  steady,  dark  brown 
oozings.  Thus,  even  in  dryest  midsummer 
weather,  we  never  lose  its  song,  and  all  day 
long  it  leaps  from  stone  to  stone,  and  boils  in 
pool  after  pool  with  the  strong,  cheerful  sound 
which,  after  the  song  of  the  birds,  is  the  gayest 
and  friendliest  note  in  Nature.  It  is  remarkable, 
too,  how  loud  and  clear  its  song  rises  in  the  dark- 
ness. All  day  you  may  have  been  busy  about  the 
house  or  garden,  and  heard  the  river  call  as  it 
hurried  by,  nor  paid  any  particular  attention  to  its 
voice.  But  as  night  falls  you  cannot  choose  but 
hear.  With  the  first  filmy  shades  which  purple 
the  distant  mountains,  its  sharp  treble  shrills  and 
rises,  insistent  on  the  ear,  and  fills  all  the  valley 
with  its  steady  chatter.  It  sounds  like  a  murmur 
of  voices  speaking  together,  but  so  far  away  that 
you  cannot  pick  out  the  words,  and  yet  you  half 
believe  you  can,  and  try  to  piece  them  together. 
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Ask  one  of  these  Welsh  children  who  live  in  the 
whitewashed  cottages,  with  roofs  of  thatch  and 
straw  chimneys,  dotting  the  hillsides,  what  it  is  that 
the  river  sings,  and  he  will  answer  you  readily, 
"  T  Mor  i  mi !  "  That  is  the  song  of  the  river, 
"  T  Mor  i  mi."  "  The  sea  for  me !  The  sea  for 
me  !  "  And  as  you  listen,  you  are  convinced  that 
they  have  struck  the  right  note,  and  that,  even  at 
its  birth,  the  little  river  is  crying  out  and  longing 
for  the  freedom  of  the  great  salt  plain,  and,  itself 
never  resting,  is  leaping  down  the  mountain  side 
eager  to  reach  the  never  resting  ocean.  As  might 
be  expected  from  its  size,  the  trout  do  not  rxm 
very  large.  If  the  basket  avei-age  out  at 
i-pounders  you  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied. 
But  there  are  plenty  of  them,  and  the  sportsman 
who  curls  his  lip  in  contempt  at  their  size  would 
curl  his  lip  in  another  fashion  and  with  quite 
other  emotion  when  they  come  to  be  set  before 
him  at  table.  Plump,  beautifully  shaped,  clad  in 
shining  bronze  and  scarlet,  and  dusky  silver,  they 
ai-e  a  delight  to  the  eye  in  catching,  and  as  keen 
a  delight  to  the  .palate  in  eating.  If  you  are  too 
proud  to  join  me  along  the  moimtain  brook,  you 
can  go  half  a  dozen  mUes  down  the  mountain  to 
the  big  river,  which  lazily  sti-etches  its  silver 
links  along  the  wide  valley  below,  and  battle 
with  the  2-pounders,  or  you  can  climb  up 
to  the  lakes  above,  where  they  run  bigger 
still.  And,  being  trout,  they  will  still  be 
delightful,  but  that  last  fine  touch  of  flavour,  but 
delicacy,  but  melting  sweetness,  ah  I  the  secret 
lies  with  the  i-pounders  in  the  mountain  brook. 
Nor  is  the  task  of  catching  them  to  be  looked 
upon  so  lightly.  There  is  many  a  man  who  can 
lay  his  five-and- twenty  yards  of  line  neatly  enough 
across  the  water,  and  who,  at  his  first  attempt, 
would  very  possibly  come  back  from  the  brook 
with  a  light  basket.  Here,  for  the  most  part,  the 
fly  is  impossible,  thick  bnishwood  clinging  to 
either  bank. 

Wade  up  very  gently  and  fish  your  worm 
lightly  to  an  inch,  that  is  the  only  way  to  make  a 
good  basket  on  the  brook.  As  regards  tackle,  I 
have  worked  with  one,  two,  and  three  hooks, 
single,  Pennell,  and  Stewart  tackle ;  and  of  these 
have  found  the  Pennell  answer  best.  It  is  as  sure 
a  hooker  as  the  Stewart,  and  less  ti-ouble.  An 
eager  fish,  who  makes  a  tremendous  rush  at  bait 
on  Stewart  tackle,  will  chew  the  three  hooks  into 
a  pretty  fail-  tangle.  At  any  rate,  that  has  been 
my  experience  on  several  occasions,  and  time 
saved  on  each  fish  tells  up. 

Knowledge  of  the  water,  here,  as  everywhere 
else,  is  an  importajit  factor.  A  likely  looking 
place  does  not  always  hold  a  fi^h.  I  have  had  a 
curious  experience  of  that  myself.  In  a  three 
or  four  mile  strip  above  and  below  home,  which  I 
have  fished  regularly  for  four  seasons,  there  was 
one  pool  which  looked  the  very  spot  for  a  good 
fish.  It  lay  in  the  lee  of  a  huge  rock,  and  ran 
under  the  bank  among  the  roots  of  a  big  tree, 
with  a  sharp  stream  setting  into  the  top  comer. 
It  looked  so  promising  that  I  never  passed  the 
place  without  fishing  it  carefully,  even  after  long 
continued  disappointment.  It  was  also  on  a 
stretch  of  the  river  remote  from  any  house, 
where  I  have  never  known  of  anyone  fishing  but 
myself,  so  that  the  theory  of  always  being  a  little 
too  late  for  that  particular  pool  would  not  hold. 
After  drawing  it  scores  and  scores  of  times  blank, 
I  caught  a  good  trout  there  towards  the  end  of 
last  season,  and  a  week  afterwards  caught  another. 
This  looked  as  if  the  usual  thing  was  happening, 
and  that  the  place  was  being  taken  according  to 
the  rules  of  succession.  But  why  had  it  remained 
empty  for  years  ?  I  shall  try  it  again  with 
interest  in  the  season  near  at  hand. 

Here  and  there  in  the  deeper  pools  bigger 
fellows  are  to  be  met  with,  and  the  man  who 
looks  down  on  this  sort  of  fishing  ought  to 
hook  a  fairly  heavy  fish  on  light  tackle  in  the 
midst  of  a  wilderness  of  snags  and  jagged  rocks. 
When  the  scarlet  si)otted  victor  had  made  good 
his  retreat,  carrying  off  in  triumph  half  the 
cast,  the  defeated  sportsman  would  find  that 
there  were  as  many  wrinkles  to  be  picked  up 
in  this  branch  of  the  sport  as  in  handling  a  fly 
rod  on  open  water.  It  is  true  that  these  larger 
fish  are  occasionally  snapped  up  on  tackle  against 
which  they  have  no  chance,  as  I  found  to  my 
discomfiture  one  day  last  season.  I  was  fishing 
a  fairly  open  piece  of  water,  where  it  was  possible 
to  cast  the  worm  well  up;  and  in  one  small 
pool,  where  a  great  boulder  stretched  across  the 


stream,  I  had  a  strong  rise  ;  but  either  the  fish 
missed  the  hooks,  or  I  bungled  in  striking,  for  the 
Pennell  tackle  came  back  without  bait  or  fish.  I 
tried  once  or  twice  again,  but  there  was  no  sign 
of  his  troutship,  and  I  turned  away,  thinking : 
"  All  right,  old  fellow,  I'll  be  back  this  way  in  an 
hour  or  so."  Back  I  was,  but  only  to  meet  a  boy, 
who  came  running  to  show  me  a  big  trout  which 
he  had  caught  in  that  very  pool.  It  was  a  hand- 
some fish,  more  than  fib.,  and  this  monarch 
of  the  brook  had  defied  my  fine  tackle,  only  to 
be  landed  by  a  hazel  top,  a  hank  of  whipcord, 
a  clumsy  Limerick  hook,  and  a  big  lob,  with  a 
piece  of  slate  pencil  for  a  sinker. 

The  Salmon. 
Few  people  except  those  who  live  on  the  banks 
of  such  a  stream  and  have  it  constantly  under 
their  eye,  know  how  keenly  and  strongly  the 
salmon  push  up  a  tiny  brook  in  the  great  autumn 
run  when  spawning  time  is  close  at  hand.  I  could 
point  out  a  pool  where  a  25-pounder  was  taken, 
and  if  I  did  so  when  the  water  was  running  at  its 
natural  level,  a  fine,  healthy  scepticism  would 
instantly  develop  itseK  in  the  bosom  of  the 
fisherman  who  only  knows  Salmo  salar  in  big 
waters. 

"  My  dear  sir,  my  dear  sir,"  he  gently,  but 
deprecatingly  murmurs,  "  five-and-twenty  pounds. 
That's  a  good  fish ;  a  very  respectable  fish. 
Surely  you  are  making  a  slight  error.  Perhaps 
it  was  an  estimated  weight,  a  random  guess  ;  you 
know  our  besetting  weakness." 

"  "Very  well,  indeed,"  I  return ;  "  but  in  this  case 
it  is  a  weakness  which  must  also  have  overtaken 
the  scales  at  the  village  shop  where  the  weight 
was  taken." 

"Why,"  says  he,  "between  pool  and  pool  the 
water  is  at  most  a  few  inches." 

".When  the  salmon  came  up  it  was  over  a 
couple  of  feet." 

"  But  the  pool  itself,"  he  objects,  measuring  it 
with  his  stick,  "  in  the  pool  itself  the  fish  could 
only  just  lie  end  on,  and  certainly  could  never 
have  turned  round,  and  as  soon  as  the  water  began 
to  run  down,  the  next  passer-by  must  have  haiiled 
him  straight  out  by  his  tail." 

"  And  that  is  precisely  what  happened  and  does 
happen,"  I  answer,  and  point  out  to  my  com- 
panion the  curl  of  peat  smoke  winding  its  deep, 
delicious  blue  among  the  trees,  and  marking  a 
cottage  where  two  or  three  youngsters  are  trained 
to  keep  their  sharp,  black  eyes  open  for  a  big  fish 
beating  so  far  upstream.  Indeed,  however  care- 
fully the  banks  may  be  watched,  it  is  fairly 
certain  that  but  few  of  the  fish  who  run  up  into 
very  shallow  water  ever  get  down  again.  They 
run  up  a  deep,  roaring  yellow  stream  to  find 
themselves  next  day  in  a  tiny  rivulet,  where  a 
21b.  trout  could  not  hide  itself.  The  farm 
servants  working  on  the  fields  along  the  bank 
understand  all  about  this,  and  as  they  go  to  and 
fro  about  their  tasks  keep  a  sharp  eye  on 
favourite  corners,  and,  if  you  were  to  cai-efully 
beat  the  neighbouring  hedgerow,  you  would 
discover  a  rough  spear,  made  by  the  local  smith, 
or,  at  any  rate,  a  pitchfork  tucked  in  among  the 
brambles.  Detection  is  practically  impossible, 
and  the  temptation  is  great,  as  the  fish  are  easily 
disposed  of.  As  one  of  these  wor-thies  quaintly 
phrased  it  to  me,  when  I  was  questioning  him 
upon  these  matters,  "  Indeed,  I  was  better  for  the 
fish  by  some  clothes  and  shillings."  He  had 
landed  a  23-pounder  with  a  pitchfork  a  week 
before  the  close  of  the  season,  had  carried  it  to 
the  neighbouring  town,  and  disposed  of  it  for  a 
pair  of  trousers  and  several  shillings  in  cash. 

One  can  easily  imagine  the  shudder  of  a  devotee 
of  "  Jock  Scott "  at  the  idea  of  landing  the  king 
of  fish  with  a  pitchfork,  but  a  hammer  would  seem 
to  be  a  queerer  weapon  still.  However,  odd 
things  happen  in  these  remote  corners  of  the 
world,  and  I  will  relate  the  incident  of  the 
hammer.  Two  or  three  miles  below,  where  the 
river  is  much  larger,  it  is  joined  by  a  tiny  stream, 
which  drains  a  short  cinn,  as  the  natives  call  a 
steep-sided  valley.  For  the  last  200jds.  or 
300yds.  of  its  course  the  ground  is  flat  and  soft, 
so  that  the  stream,  which  is  furious  in  times  of 
rain,  has  cut  a  steep  drain-like  course,  5ft.  or  6ft. 
deep,  and  not  more  than  a  yard  wide.  In  spate  a 
brimming  torrent  rushes  down,  and  one 
day  a  big  30-pounder  tur-ned  up  and  ploughed 
his  way  against  the  stream  until  he  reached 
a  spot  where  the  little  river   made  a  leap 


of  2.5ft.  over  a  sheer  wall  of  rock.  Here  the 
salmon  naturally  came  to  a  pause,  and  as  the  river 
had  hollowed  out  a  fair  sized  pool  under  the  leap, 
it  rested  content.  But  the  rain  had  stopped,  and 
the  steep  little  valley  soon  emptied  itself.  In  a 
couple  or  three  hours  the  spate  had  run  itself  out, 
as  far  as  the  tiny  river  was  concerned.  The 
salmon  soon  began  to  find  the  water  running 
lower  than  it  fancied,  and  at  the  tail  of  the  pool, 
where  lay  the  only  route  of  escape,  it  was,  of 
course,  shallower  stiU.  On  one  bank  of  the  pool 
stood  a  car-penter's  shop,  and  hearing  the  splashing 
and  taU  dashing,  out  came  the  old  carpenter 
himself  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  At  sight  of 
the  big  fish  he  jumped  into  the  pool,  hammer  in 
hand,  and  waded  towards  it.  It  dai-ted  here  and 
there,  flinging  itself  ashore,  then  bounding  back 
like  a  huge  arc  of  flying  quicksilver,  till  at  last  it 
passed  within  striking  distance,  when  by  a  lucky 
blow  the  heavy  hammer  caught  it  fairly  on  the 
spinal  column,  and  it  was  triumphantly  dragged 
ashore.  Decidedly  this  conduct  was  not  sports- 
manlike, but  I  fear  that  the  old  fellow  had  no 
qualms  of  conscience  on  that  score. 

Another  enemy  of  the  salmon  aboiinds  along 
the  river,  and  he  is  the  best  fishennan  of  us  all 
— the  otter.  On  one  occasion,  not  so  long  since, 
he  helped  me  very  substantially  to  fill  my  creel. 
On  Aug.  31  last  it  was  discovered  that  a  dish  of 
our  delicious  brook  trout  would  be  very  acceptable, 
and  this  discovery  jumped  (whenever  did  it 
not  jump !)  with  my  humour,  so  I  shouldered 
my  creel,  took  my  rod,  and  started  off  for  the 
evening  rise.  I  went  about  a  mile  down  the 
mountain,  then  turned  about  to  fish  up  home. 
At  the  place  where  I  began  the  river  ran  through 
a  deep  ravine,  with  almost  perpendicular  walls  of 
rock  on  either  hand.  High  above,  hazels  and 
rowan  trees,  laden  with  their  shining  scarlet 
bunches,  leaned  across  until  their  branches  met, 
making  a  twilight  below,  while  out  on  the  moun- 
tain it  was  broad  day.  There  had  been  heavy 
rain  earlier  in  the  week,  but  the  flood  had 
run  out,  and  the  water  ran  bright,  brown, 
and  translucent,  with  deeper,  duskier  shades 
in  the  pools  and  hollows.  I  waded  gently 
in,  and  began  to  walk  up  the  bed  of  the 
river,  casting  here  and  there,  and  trying  every 
likely  corner  and  swirl,  but  the  trout  were  very 
duU  and  spor-t  was  slow.  Suddenly  I  saw  some- 
thing moving  on  a  bank  of  shingle  thrown  up  by 
the  stream,  and  about  100yds.  above  me.  At 
first  I  could  not  see  it  clearly.  "  It  looks  like  a 
big  dog,"  thought  I,  "but  what  can  a  dog  be 
doing  in  such  a  place." 

Then  it  moved,  and  I  saw  that  it  was  an  otter. 
It  was  tearing  at  sometiiing,  and,  half  suspecting 
what  it  was,  1  made  for  the  place.  Sure  enough 
it  had  caught  a  salmon,  and  I  hurried  up, 
loosened  the  butt  of  my  rod,  and  prepared  to  do 
battle  for  the  spoil.  I  had  heard  that  otters 
sometimes  proved  ugly  customers,  but  I  had  had 
no  experience  in  the  matter  myself,  nor  did  I 
gain  any  then,  for  upon  finding  itself  disturbed 
the  otter  made  a  short  run,  glided  into  a  pool,  and 
vanished  upstream.  When  I  reached  the  ridge 
of  shingle,  there  lay  a  silvery,  fresh  rim  salmon 
of  1611j.,  with  a  piece  torn  out  of  its  shoulder. 

"  Ton  can  be  as  sulky  as  you  like  now, 
Messieurs  les  truites,"  said  I,  "  we  can  manage 
with  salmon  till  such  time  as  you  find  an  appetite 
again,"  and,  climbing  out  of  the  gorge,  I  set  oft" 
up  the  mountain  with  my  prize." 


THE  ''BOAT  RACE"  GAME. 


Me  Eric  Broad  has  invented,  and  Messrs. 
Woolley  and  Co.,  Finsbury,  London,  have  just 
brought  out,  a  capital  "  Boat  Race  "  game. 

The  players  can  be  two  or  more  in  number,  and 
have  before  them  on  the  table  a  coloured 
map  of  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Boat 
Race  course  from  Putney  to  Mortlake,  with 
the  time-honoured  points  on  the  course  marked, 
sxich  as  "  Craven  Cottage,"  "  Hammersmith 
Bridge,"  "Chiswick  Eyot,''  Barnes  Bridge,"  "  The 
Ship,"  &c.  The  game  is  played  by  means  of 
numbered  cards  and  very  simple  rules,  and  we 
can  confidently  recommend  it  as  one  of  the  best 
games  of  the  kind  we  know.  The  fact  that  the 
play  is  over  a  picture  of  the  great  boat  race,  so 
popular  with  everybody,  gives  it  quite  a  special 
interest. 
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THE  ITCHEN  RIVER  TROUT  BREEDING  ESTABLISHMENT. 


The  illustrations  here  given  are  descriptive  of 
the  fenced  portions  of  the  Itchen  river,  where,  at 
the  Chilland  branch  of  these  fisheries,  yearling 
and  two-year-old  trout  are  quickly  grown  to  a 
great  size.  Although  the  trout  at  Chilland  are 
fenced  in,  they  have  as  much  natural  food  as  the 
wild  fish  in  the  open  river,  and  are  very  much  in 
evidence  when  a  rise  of  fly  comes  on.  When  the 
river  hatches  are  shut  down,  and  the  water  is  run 
off  in  order  to  pick  up  fish,  it  is  quite  possible  to 
take  up  shrimp  by  the  handful,  yet  these  greedy 
trout  are  always  ready  for  hand  feeding. 

It  is  well  known  that,  imder  favourable  circum- 
stances, some  few  trout  among  a  great  many 


date  of  delivery,  of  any  large  order,  for  two  or 
three-year-old  fish. 

Picture  marked  "  S  "  is  taken  from  the  east  end 
of  the  new  hatchery  at  ChiUand. 

The  foreground  of  the  picture  called  "  Pond  D  " 
shows  the  commencement  of  the  long  reach 
(250yds.),  where  yearling  trout  are  fenced  in;  and 
the  background  of  same  illustration  gives  a  view 
of  the  big  screen  at  head  of  Chilland  Fishery. 
The  volume  of  water  passing  through  this  main 
stream  includes  the  greater  portion  of  the  whole 
river  Itchen,  and  is  sufficient  for  driving  a  big  mill- 
wheel,  in  addition  to  irrigating  water  meadows,  &c. 

The  methods  employed  to  divert  floating  cUbris 


Of  course  it  needs  a  good  deal  of  care  to  prevent 
overflowing  of  ponds,  when  passing  a  river  of 
water  through  these  large  enclosures,  but  im- 
mediately the  water  level  rises  to  danger  point,  a 
float  is  lifted  by  the  rising  water,  and  an  electric 
bell  rings  in  the  manager's  house. 

Should  any  hitch  occur  in  the  water  supply  to 
the  hatchery,  notice  would  be  at  once  given  by  an 
automatic  contrivance,  which  makes  noise  enough 
to  be  heard  all  over  the  fishery.  The  Hatcheries 
have  lately  been  considerably  enlarged,  and  have 
an  ample  water  supply,  drawn  at  choice,  from 
spring  or  river.  Nearly  all  the  eggs  laid  down 
ai'e  fi'om  wild  trout,  and  many  streams  are  laid 


"S,"  EAST  END  OF  MAIN  HATCHERY  AT  CHILLAND,  NEAR  WINCHESTER. 


thousand  wUl  grow  prodigiously,  and  it  is  an 
interesting  question  as  to  what  size  any  lai-ge 
number  of  S.  fario  may  attain,  when  given  range, 
plenty  of  natural  food,  plenty  of  hand  feeding, 
and  the  run  of  a  river  bed  where  the  stream  is 
strong  and  in  places  deep,  or,  to  put  it  more 
shortly,  to  what  size  can  trout  be  grown  by  the 
thousand  when  they  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of 
wild  fish,  plus  hand  feeding  ? 

In  pond  B,  at  the  Chilland  branch  of  the 
fisheries,  are  some  1000  S.  fario  trout,  from 
Itchen  river  breed,  which  will  not  be  full  three- 
year-old  till  March  next.  These  fish  run  from 
lib.  up  to  2K\h.  each. 

Picture  marked  pond  "  M  "  shows  one  of  the 
deep  ponds  where  trout  can  be  reserved,  against 


from  the  screens,  and  pass  off  all  cut  weed, 
through  waste  hatches,  are  clever  contrivances 
which  work  almost  automatically. 

These  Itchen  river  establishments  at  present 
stand  alone  in  their  mode  of  trout  farming,  and 
the  manager  claims  that  his  trout,  raised  from 
wild  ova,  reared  principally  on  natural  food,  and 
accustomed  to  face  a  good  run  of  water,  are  of 
much  greater  value  for  stocking  rivers  than  trout 
raised  in  the  ordinary  pond,  where  a  rise  of  fly 
would  be  an  unlikely  occuiTence. 

The  managers  of  the  Chilland  and  Abbotsworthy 
establishment  are  always  ready  to  welcome 
visitors.  Buyers  may  select  their  fish,  and,  if 
giving  a  large  order,  can  have  the  trout  put  into 
a  separate  pond  against  date  of  delivery. 


under  contribution,  before  ova  can  be  gathered  by 
the  half  million.  The  few  eggs  in  the  hatcheries 
which  come  from  tame  stock  fish  i  liand  fed  i  arf 
of  a  pale  sickly  colour  compared  with  the  wild 
ones.  The  eggs  taken  from  the  wild  south 
country  trout  mostly  are  of  a  rich  apricot  colour. 

The  Itchen  River  Fisheries  are  well  worth  a 
visit,*  even  from  those  who  are  not  intei-ested  in 
fish  culture,  if  only  to  see  how  an  entire  river  can 
be  brought  under  control,  and  that,  too,  at  times 
of  weed  cutting ;  then  the  surface  of  the  river  is 
covered  with  cut  weed,  and  it  is  a  curious  sight  to 
watch  the  masses  of  debris  being  passed  ofl*,  clear 
of  the  fisheiy  screens,  through  waste  hatches,  by 
means  of  floating  guides,  by  undei'draft  suction, 
by  overflow  and  back  wa.'^hes. 


*  For  permission  write  to  V.  Corrie,  Esq.,  Chilland,  Winchester. 
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POND  "M,"  ITCHEN  RIYER  FISHERY. 
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ENGLISH  LAW  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


With  the  opening  of  theTay  to-day  (Jan.  15)  will 
again  commence  the  year's  illegal  traffic  in  poached 
salmon.  It  is  the  poacher's  chance.  The  English 
market  is  closed  against  the  sale  of  salmon  be- 
tween Sept.  2  and  Feb.  1,  and  both  late  in  the 
autumn,  and  again  very  early  in  the  spring,  if 
this  season  may  in  this  connection  be  so  termed, 
the  chance  of  doing  a  bit  under  the  "  rod  and 
line "  warrant  or  certificate  annually  crops  up 
on  this  side  of  the  Border,  and  is  certainly  not 
lost  sight  of  by  the  fratei-nity,  and  their  aiders 
and  abettors — the  more  unscrupulous  fish  sales- 
man in  Scotland,  who  lend  themselves  to  this 
trade.  They  cannot  send  the  fish,  said  to  be  so 
caught  by  "rod  and  line,"  into  England  without  a 
warranty ;  but  that  is  easily  got.  Nor  can  they 
offer  them  for  sale  in  England  as  they  can  do  in 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  or  Dublin  ;  hut  there  are 
many  ways  of  disposing  of  them  other  than  that 
of  the  open  market,  and  so  in  a  measure  evading 
even  the  English  law,  strict  and  straight  as  it  is. 
Why  is  this  possible  F 

The  answer  is  simplicity  itself.  In  England 
there  is  no  sale  of  salmon  till  Feb.  1.  In  Scotland 
there  is,  whenever  the  rod  season  opens,  and 
until  the  law  of  Scotland  be  made  similar  to  that 
of  England,  and  aU  sales  be  prohibited  till  on 
and  after  Feb.  1  up  till  Sept.  2,  this  big  back-door 
will  always  be  left  open  for  the  poacher  to  enter 
by  with  his  valuable  gear. 

Nothing  in  the  way  of  prosecution  has  so  much 
shown  up  the  anomalies  presently  existing 
between  the  laws  regulating  the  traffic  in  salmon 
and  trout  in  or  between  the  respective  countries, 
as  the  recent  trials  at  Manchester  and  Sheffield — 
the  former  at  the  instance  and  expense  of  the 
Fishmongers'  Company,  London,  and  the  latter 
by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board.  Both  cases  are 
so  recent,  and  were  so  well  reported  both  in 
English  and  Scotch  papers,  that  they  need  not  be 
more  than  merely  referred  to  here.  The 
Manchester  case  related  to  consignments  of 
salmon  crossing  the  Border,  and  the  Sheffield 
case  to  that  of  trout. 

In  Scotland  it  is  neither  illegal  to  kill  and  sale 
trout  all  the  year  round,  if  one  keeps  to  one's  own 
water,  nor  to  deal  in  salmon,  as  long  as  a  rod 
and  line  may  be  lawfully  used,  and  this  came 
very  prominently  to  the  front  in  the  trials  of  both 
these  cases  above  referred  to ;  but  whenever  the 
fish  cross  the  Border  for  sale  they  come  under 
the  lash  of  the  English  law ;  and  it  is  very 
satisfactory  to  the  officers  concerned,  and  very 
gratifying  to  anglers  aU  round,  that  the  presiding 
magistrates  respectively  did  not  err  on  the  side 
of  leniency  in  carrying  out  that  law  and  its 
attached  penalties,  as  the  aggregate  fines  and 
court  expenses  in  both  cases  amounted  to  close 
on  £100  ;  and  the  several  parties  were  accordingly 
mulcted  in  penalties  amounting  to  that  sum. 

But  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  and  more 
gratifying  still  were  the  sales  of  salmon  and  the 
taking  of  brown  trout  prohibited  as  much  in 
Scotland  as  they  are  in  England.  Then  the 
poacher's  chance  would  be  entirely  gone,  the  back 
door  closed,  and  the  detection  and  punishment  of 
such  offences  made  plain  sailing  indeed.  But 
this  "  rod  and  line  "  licence  or  certificate  to  deal 
in  salmon  is  the  curse  of  the  Scotch  law.  The 
best  efforts  of  the  English  officers  are  often 
frustrated  by  it,  and  by  it  the  English  Salmon 
Fishery  Acts  relating  to  the  sale  of  unseasonable 
fish  are  often  made  a  laughing  stock  of,  and  a 
mockery  at  best. 

The  cases  which  may  come  into  court  only 
represent  the  merest  fraction  of  fish  so  dealt  in. 
We  have  it  on  the  authority  of  the  London 
officers  belonging  to  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Fishmongers  that  one  day  last  fall  they  had 
cognisance  of  £60  worth  of  salmon  from  one 
district  of  the  Annan  alone,  although  they  were 
only  able  to  bring  into  court  some  five  fish.  And, 
again,  we  know  from  what  came  under  our  own 
small  ken,  that  there  were  hiindreds  of  fish  sent 
south,  from  east  coast  stations,  to  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  and  Dublin,  under  cover  of  "  rod  and 
line  "  warrant.  These  fish  were  all  poached,  and 
we  are  quite  within  the  mark  in  saying  that 
75  per  cent,  of  the  salmon  sent  south  under  cover 
of  this  "rod  and  line  warrant" — a  certificate 
certifying  that  the  fish  have  been  killed  by  rod 
and  line  in  the  close  season,  i.e.,  when  the  nets 
are  off — have  been  poached  either  in  the  sea  or 


river  ;  and  that  it  would  be  a  very  small  hardship 
indeed  were  the  use  of  this  "  rod  and  line  war- 
rant "  withdrawn,  for  a  cui'se  it  has  proved 
indeed,  and  a  cloak  to  the  poacher  instead  of  a 
privilege  and  protection  to  the  early  or  late 
angler  wishing  to  dispose  of  his  surplus  fish. 

On  Saturday,  first,  the  temptation  will  once 
again  animate  the  snatcher's  breast.  He  will  be 
getting  his  nets  looked  out  and  all  in  order  for  a 
quiet  haul.  The  rod  fishing  has  begun  in  Scot- 
land, and  salmon  will  be  at  a  premium,  if  they 
can  be  got  by  hook  or  crook,  from  now  up  till 
the  netting  season  sets  in  at  least.  The  un- 
scriipulous  fishmonger  in  the  north  wLU  give  a 
good  price  for  any  that  may  come  his  way, 
and  for  one  salmon  he  may  receive  or  despatch 
legally  under  a  rod  and  line  warrant,  which 
has  been  actually  angled  for,  hundreds  will  be 
bought  and  sold  which  have  been  got  at  in 
another  way. 

Once  down  into  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  or 
across  to  Dublin,  and  they  will  soon  find  their 
way  into  England.  It  is  an  easy  thing  to  drive  a 
carriage  and  pair  through  the  law  of  the  one 
country,  when  it  is  assisted  by  the  looseness  of 
that  of  the  other.  It  is  a  difficult  thing  to  carry 
out  the  laws  of  England,  so  as  to  be  an  assistance 
and  pi'otection  to  Scotch  salmon  fisheries,  when 
there  is  not  only  no  similar  law  relating  to  sales 
in  the  close  season,  but  actually  a  special  permis- 
sion to  do  the  very  thing  in  Scotland  which 
neither  an  angler,  fisherman,  nor  salesman  is 
permitted  to  do  in  England. 

And  all  this  is  in  the  interest  of  Scotch  pro- 
prietors and  lessees,  whether  of  angling  or  netting 
waters;  for  every  fish  which  is  so  gained  by 
thieving  poaching  hands,  and  so  dealt  in  by  worse 
than  thieving  fish  salesmen — if  worse  can  be — is 
a  decided  loss  to  the  water,  and  to  sport ;  and  a 
cruel  wrong  to  those  respectable  fishermen  and 
dealers  who  wish  to  do  justly  in  the  sight  of  men. 

We  can  see  in  our  mind's  eye  the  organised 
gangs — who  have  been  abroad  last  night,  will  be 
out  again  to  night,  and  to-morrow  night,  and  the 
night  after,  and  so  on — prowling  along  the  banks 
of  the  salmon  streams,  and  doing  first  this  pool, 
and  again  that,  with  little  let  or  hindrance,  for 
what  can  a  few  water  bailiffs  do,  say,  on  sixty 
miles  or  so  of  a  wooded  stream  to  prevent  their 
depletion  of  any  clean  fish  (or  foul  either  for  that 
matter)  which  may  be  about  ?  having  all  the  time 
the  security  that  once  free  of  the  river  and  its 
proximity  the  marauder  may  comfortably  dispose 
of  his  fish,  as  there  is  now  a  ready  market  for 
them,  and  a  certainty  of  gold  in  return.  It  is  no 
imaginary  picture.  There  are  few  people  about 
the  riverside  just  now,  and  there  will  not  be  many 
till  the  Scotch  angling  season  becomes  general 
after  Feb.  11.  Moreover,  the  permanent  staff  of 
watchers  are  not  to  be  blamed  if  they  prefer  being 
between  the  sheets  on  a  chilly  night,  having 
satisfied  conscience  and  met  their  neighbours  on 
their  beats  above  and  below,  and  done  their  daily 
rounds  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day.  And  the 
poacher  has  it  all  to  himself,  or  nearly  so,  in  the 
main,  makes  the  most  of  his  chance,  gets  as  many 
fish  as  he  can  net  or  snatch — good,  bad,  and 
indifferent — and  converts  them  into  gold,  which 
the  laws  of  his  country  ably  and  easily  enable 
him  to  do. 

What  is  to  be  done  to  put  an  end  to  this  spring 
and  autumn  fiasco  of  sending  off  fish  under  cover 
of  rod  and  line  warrant  ?  The  answer  again  is 
simplicity  in  itself.  The  English  Act  of  1892 
may  not  be  the  most  perfect  Act  on  the  British 
Statute  Book,  but  it  has  proved  a  strict,  impartial, 
and  fairly  workable  Act  during  the  past  seven 
years  it  has  been  in  operation,  and  it  has  brought 
into  prominence  the  disgusting  anomalies  existing 
between  the  two  countries  whose  interest  in  this 
matter  cannot  afford  any  longer  to  be  divided, 
but  must,  for  the  good  of  both  the  English 
sportsman  and  the  Scotch  laird,  be  united  and 
placed  on  a  common  basis,  and  the  sooner  the 
better.  Let  a  short  Act  be  obtained  by  bringing 
in  a  Bill  into  the  House  of  Commons  applying  to 
Scotland  the  provisions  of  the  English  Salmon 
Fishery  Acts  of  1892  relating  to  the  traffic  and 
sale  of  salmon  and  trout  out  of  season,  i.e., 
between  Sept.  3  and  Feb.  1,  and  the  curse  of  the 
Scotch  system,  the  rod  and  line  warrant,  will  be 
removed,  and  the  anomalies,  which  meantime  aid 
and  abet  poaching  for  salmon  and  trout,  will 
disappear.  In  short,  we  want  English  law  for 
Scotland.  G.  M. 
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No.  102. 
SUTHERLAND. 

LOCHS    OF  SUTHERLAND. 

Iiochs  Dhn. — There  are  two  lochs  of  this  name 
near  each  other  in  the  parish  of  Creich,  and  both 
feed  Loch  Ailsh.  They  are  of  little  fishing 
importance. 

Iioch  Dionard  is  a  mile  long  by  half  a  mile 
broad,  in  the  parish  of  Durness.  It  is  not  open 
to  the  public,  being  let  with  shootings.  The  trout, 
which  are  very  fine,  run  four  to  a  pound,  and  101b. 
is  a  fair  basket.  July  and  August  are  best,  and 
small  flies  are  most  successful.  The  character  of 
the  scenery  is  rocky  and  wild.  Route:  By  rail 
to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  Durness  mail  car,  to 
Cashel  Dhu,  thirty-five  miles ;  thence  walk  eight 
miles  to  the  loch. 

Loch  Drumbeg. — A  large  loch,  very  good  for 
trout  fishing,  having  a  boat  on  it.  It  is  only  a 
few  yards  from  Drumbeg  Hotel,  visitors  at  which 
can  fish  it.  Route  :  Same  as  Loch  Beannacb,  to 
Loch  Inver,  thence  hire  sixteen  miles. 

Loch  Dnlaich  is  near  Loch  Craggie,  Lairg. 
It  measures  about  a  mile  each  way,  and  belongs  to 
Mr.  Donald  Matheson,  of  the  Lews,  who  lets  it  with 
shootings.  Lairg  Hotel  is  within  three  miles. 
The  trout  in  this  loch  are  famous  for  beauty  and 
quality.  They  run  about  ilb.,  and  are  prettily 
dark  spotted.  Gray  Duck  is  the  best  fly,  and  on 
a  good  day  of  June,  July,  or  August,  about  101b. 
of  trout  may  easily  be  killed.  The  scenery  is 
hilly.  Loch  Shin  is  at  hand.  Route :  Same  as 
Loch  Craggie,  Lairg,  which  see. 

Loch  Eileauach. — See  Loch  Na-EDanach. 

Loch  Fad  is  in  the  parish  of  Assynt,  and  is 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  by  200yds.  It  is  open 
to  the  public,  but  there  is  not  a  boat  on  it.  It  can 
be  most  conveniently  fished  by  residing  at  Altna- 
cealgach,  the  nearest  inn,  which  is  eight  miles 
from  the  loch,  however,  and  no  road  between' 
them.  July  and  August  are  the  best  months,  and 
small  flies  are  most  deadly.  The  trout  are  small, 
seven  or  eight  to  a  pound,  but  very  numerous. 
The  country  is  wild  and  rough  round  the  loch. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  Loch 
Inver  mail  car,  to  Altnacealgach,  twenty- five 
miles ;  thence  walk  over  the  hills,  eight  miles. 

Loch  Farlairie,  in  the  parish  of  Golspie,  is 
about  half  a  mile  long  by  100yds.  broad.  Ifc  is 
not  open  to  the  public. 

Loch  Pewin,  or  Fewn. — A  very  fine  loch, 
four  or  five  miles  from  Loch  Inver  Hotel.  It  is 
two  and  a  half  miles  long  by  three-quarters  broad. 
There  are  boats  on  it,  but  good  sport  is  got  from 
the  shore,  101b.  or  151b.  of  beautiful  trout, 
averaging  three  to  a  pound,  being  a  good  day's 
sport.  It  can  be  fished  by  residing  at  Loch 
Inver  Hotel,  the  lessee  of  which  has  two  boats  on  - 
it.  June  and  July  are  the  best  months.  Large 
trout,  weighing  from  61b.  to  101b.,  are  sometimes 
got  with  minnow.  Loch  Fewin  is  the  lowest  of  a 
chain  of  lochs.  Immediately  above  it  is  Loch 
Veyatie,  then  Loch  Cama,  and  then  Lochs 
Urigill  and  Boarlan.  All  these  lochs  hold  big 
trout,  and  afford  capital  sport,  especially  trolling. 
The  Kirkaig  flows  out  of  Loch  Fewin.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  mail  car  to 
Loch  Inver  Hotel,  forty-six  miles;  thence  walk 
four  miles. 

Loch  Fiodiag,  one  and  a  quarter  mile  long  by 
half  a  mile  broad,  is  in  Lairg  parish.  It  contains 
splendid  red  spotted  trout,  some  of  them  up  to 
41b.  weight.  101b.  or  151b.  is  a  fair  day's  basket  in 
July,  August,  or  September.  The  loch  is  let  with 
shootings,  and  therefore  preserved.  It  is  sur- 
rounded by  moorland  hills — the  lofty  Ben  Hee  a 
notable  object  in  the  landscape.  Route  :  By  rail 
to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  Scourie  mail  car,  to 
Overscaig  Inn,  sixteen  miles ;  thence  six  miles  on 
foot. 
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Loch  Garbet-beg  is  the  recipient  of  the  super- 
fluent  waters  of  Loch  Garbet-more.  out  of  which 
the  river  Inchard  flows.  Loch  Garbet-beg  is 
about  three  miles  by  one,  and  is  a  mile  from 
Rhiconich  Hotel,  the  landlord  of  which  lets  it  to 
his  guests  at  about  £20  a  month.  There  is  a  boat 
on  it.  The  loch  holds  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout, 
and  lake  trout,  and  yields  good  sport.  Salmon 
run  about  101b. ;  grilse,  51b. ;  and  sea  trout,  31b. 
July  and  August  are  the  best  months,  and 
ordinary  salmon  and  trout  flies  are  used.  A  stiff 
breeze  frequently  makes  all  the  difference  between 
good  sport  and  none,  or  next  to  none,  on  this  loch. 
The  late  Mr.  Stoddart,  the  well-known  angler, 
fished  it  on  one  occasion,  and  killed  in  five  hours 
three  dozen  and  two  sea  trout  (several  up  to  31b.), 
two  salmon,  and  a  brace  of  grilse,  fresh  run, 
besides  several  loch  trout  of  various  sizes.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  Durness  mail 
car,  to  Rhiconich  Hotel,  forty-two  miles  ;  thence 
on  foot,  a  mile,  to  the  loch. 

Loch  Garbet-more  is  a  pretty  loch,  two 
miles  long  by  one  mile  broad,  in  the  parish  of 
Edrachillis.  It  can  be  fished  by  residing  at 
Rhiconich  Hotel.  It  contains  fiiie  trout  and 
occasionally  salmon.  201b.  may  be  killed  on  a  fair 
day,  and  the  trout  run  about  lib.  weight.  July 
and  August  are  the  best  months,  and  fly  the  best 
Ivire.  Minnow  sometimes  makes  a  good  basket. 
Splendid  scenery.  Route:  By  rail  to  Lairg; 
thence  hire,  or  by  Durness  mail  car,  to  Rhiconich 
Hotel,  forty-two  miles  ;  thence  walk  about  three 
miles  to  the  loch.  The  hotel  keeper  at  Rhiconich 
has  a  lot  of  other  lochs  that  his  'guests  can  fish  ; 
some  of  them  very  good.  There  is  also  excellent 
sea  fishing  close  to  the  hotel.    Good  boatmen. 

Loch  Gorm-beg.— A  smaller  loch  than  Loch 
Gorm-more,  about  the  same  distance  from  Drum- 
beg  Hotel,  visitors  at  which  can  fish  it.  The  fish 
are  not  so  numerous  as  in  Loch  Gorm-more,  but 
are  of  a  larger  size.  Route:  Same  as  Loch 
Drumbeg,  which  see. 

Loch  Gorm-more  is  a  pretty  large  loch,  about 
two  miles  from  Di-umbeg  Hotel,  visitors  at  which 
can  fish  it.  It  holds  very  good  trout.  Route ; 
Same  as  Loch  Drumbeg.  which  see. 

Loch  Griam  is  in  the  parish  of  Lairg,  near 
Overscaig,  and  is  two  miles  long  by  one  broad. 
It  holds  fine  red  fleshed  trout,  and  Salnio  ferox 
haye  also  been  killed  in  it.  Ordinary  trout  run 
up  to  31b.,  and  201b.  is  a  fair  day's  sport.  Bright 
flies  are  the  most  deadly,  and  phantom  minnow 
for  big  fish.  July,  August,  and  September  are 
the  best  months,  and  Overscaig  Hotel  the  most 
suitable  place  to  live  at,  as  the  hotel  keeper  has 
boats  on  it.  The  scenery  is  very  beautiful.  Loch 
Griam  communicates  with  Loch  Shin,  of  which  it 
is  a  feeder.  Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence 
hire,  or  by  Scourie  mail  car,  to  Overscaig  Hotel, 
sixteen  miles. 

Loch  Hallam  is  six  miles  from  Altnaharra 
Hotel,  and  yields  good  sport.  It  is  a  mile  and  a 
half  long.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Meaddie,  which 
see. 

Loch  Hope  is  in  the  parish  of  Durness.  It  is 
six  miles  long  by  one  and  a  half  broad,  and 
contains  splendid  trout,  weighing  fi-om  ilb.  to 
lOlb.  each.  101b.  to  I.51b.  is  a  good  basket,  and 
June,  July,  and  August  are  the  best  months.  It 
is  let  with  shootings.  The  scenery  of  the  loch  is 
superb,  and  the  situation  of  Hope  Lodge  is  very 
beautiful.  Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg  ;  thence  hire, 
or  by  Tongue  mail  car,  to  Altnaharra,  twenty-two 
miles  ;  thence  hire  to  Hope  Lodge. 

Loch  Horn. — A  small  loch  near  Golspie,  a 
mile  in  length  by  half  a  mile  broad.  The  Royal 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  Golspie,  is  the  most 
convenient  place  to  reside  at.  The  loch  contains 
small  trout— seven  or  eight  to  a  pound,  and  small 
flies  are  the  favourites.  The  scenery  is  lovely, 
and  Dunrobin  Castle  is  at  hand.  Route  .-  By  rail 
to  Golspie ;  thence  walk  a  short  distance. 

Loch  Jubilee  is  one  of  the  "  cross  lochs,"' 
about  two  and  a  half  mUes  north-west  of  Forsinard 
Hotel.  The  reason  it  is  called  Jubilee  is  that  the 
first  trout  ever  caught  in  it  was  on  Jubilee  Day. 
Mr.  Murray,  the  hotelkeeper,  has  placed  a  number 
of  Lochleven  yearlings  in  it,  and  they  have  done 
exceedingly  well.  There  is'  excellent  feeding  in 
the  loch,  and  the  trout  are  of  good  size,  but  rather 
shy.    Route :  By  rail  to  Forsinard. 

Loch  Krockinaich,  or  Loch  Culag,  is  a 
pretty  sheet  of  water,  about  half  a  mile  from 
Loch  Inver  Hotel,  and  contains  grilse,  sea  trout, 
and  yellow  trout.    A  number  of  streams  fall  into 


it,  and  the  Culag  Bum  flows  out  of  it,  connecting 
it  with  the  sea  at  Loch  Inver.  The  trout  run 
three  to  a  pound,  and  81b.  is  a  fair  take.  Grilse 
are  sometimes  got  in  it.  Visitors  at  Loch  Inver 
Hotel  can  fish  the  loch.  The  lessee  has  a  boat  on 
it.    Route  :  Same  as  Loch  Beannach,  which  see. 

Loch  Laggan  is  in  the  parish  of  Creich,  and 
belongs  to  trustees  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Sutherland,  of 
Skibo.  It  is  connected  with  Loch  Laro,  is  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  long  by  200yds.  broad,  and 
contains  nicely  spotted  trout,  four  or  five  to  a 
pound.  Small  grey  duck  flies  are  best,  and  July 
and  August  are  the  best  months  Any  of  the 
hotels  at  Bonar  Bridge  are  convenient  to  reside 
at,  but  leave  to  fish  is  necessary.  The  river 
Evelix  flows  out  of  it.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Bonar 
Bridge ;  thence  walk. 

Loch  Laoghal,  or  Loyal,  is"  a  good  fishing 
loch,  in  the  parish  of  Tongue.  It  is  one  of  a 
chain  of  lochs,  the  superfluent  waters  of  which 
form  the  river  Borgie.  Loch  Laoghal  contains 
splendid  trout,  and  Sahno  ferox  from  61b.  to  161b., 
and  good  baskets  are  made.  Gaudy  flies  kill  best, 
and  minnow  for  big  fish.  The  best  season  is  from 
May  till  the  end  of  August,  and  the  best  places  to 
stay  at  are  Altnaharra  Inn  or  Tongue.  On  this 
loch  and  also  on  Loch  Craggie,  close  by,  both  of 
these  inns  have  boats.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Lairg ; 
thence  hire,  or  by  the  Tongue  mail  car,  to  Altna- 
harra, twenty-two  miles,  or  to  Tongue,  about 
eighteen  miles  farther.  The  road  to  Tongue 
passes  along  the  shores  of  the  loch. 

Loch  Laro. — A  loch  about  a  mile  long  by 
300yds.  broad,  and  connected  with  Loch  Laggan. 
The  best  places  to  live  at  are  Inveran  Hotel  and 
Invershin  Hotel  at  Invershin  Station,  which  latter 
IS  only  a  mile  and  three-quarters  distant.  Per- 
mission to  fish  the  loch  from  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland's  side  may  be  had  by  staying  at  Inver- 
shin Hotel,  the  landlord  of  which  provides  a  boat 
free.  The  loch  holds  small  trout— thi-ee  or  four  to 
a  pound— and  101b.  is  a  fair  basket.  The  best 
months  are  May,  June,  July,  and  August,  and 
small  flies  are  best.  The  loch  belongs  to  the 
Duke  of  Sutherland  and  trustees  of  Mr.  E.  C. 
Sutherland,  of  Skibo.  Route :  By  rail  to  Invershin ; 
thence  to  Inveran  or  Invershin  Hotels;  thence 
walk. 

Loch  Leadvuan.— A  little  loch  out  of  which 
the  Alt-Maldie  river  flows.  It  is  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  long  and  three-eighths  of  a  mile  broad. 
Anyone  has  leave  to  -fish  it,  but  it  is  seldom 
visited.  Nearest  inn,  Kylesku,  five  miles  off. 
Some  of  the  wildest  and  most  romantic  scenery 
of  the  North  is  about  here.  The  sea  lochs  of 
Glen  Dhu  and  Glen  Coul  are  magnificent,  guarded 
on  all  sides  by  giant  hills,  and  marked  by  splendid 
cascades  formed  by  mountain  torrents,  which 
plunge  down  the  rocky  gorges  and  precipitate 
themselves  into  the  loch.  There  is  one  burn  which 
in  wet  weather  assumes  pretty  large  proportions, 
and  falls  over  a  rock  200ft.  high,  at  the  far  end  of 
Loch  Coul.  It  is  called  Eis  Coul  Awlan,  or  "  The 
Beautiful  Backlying  Waterfall."  Route  :  By  rail 
to  Lairg ;  thence  hii-e,  or  by  Loch  Inver  mail  car, 
to  Inchnadamph,  thirty-three  miles ;  thence  hire 
to  Kylesku,  about  eight  miles ;  thence  cross  the 
ferry,  and  five  miles  across  the  hills — no  road. 
(To  be  continued.) 


EOACHING. 


The_  pursuit  of  Leuciscus  rutilus  has  charms 
attractive  alike  to  the  jaded  professional  or  busi- 
ness man,  the  workman  "  tired  out "  at  manual 
labour,  the  expert  with  gossamer  tackle,  or  the 
amateur  (who  fishes  "  merely  for  the  fun  of  the 
thing")  with  a  rod  and  line  that  would  make  the 
hair  stand  up  on  the  head  of  a  crack  Lea  fisher- 
man. Roach,  under  varying  circumstances,  pro- 
vide sport  for  all. 

The  amateur,  who  has  his  day  away  from  the 
banks  of  the  classic  Lea  and  other  similar  waters 
(these  are  only  for  the  expert),  stands  a  fair 
chance  of  success,  especially  if  the  locale  of  his 
efforts  be  some  quiet  miU-head,  deep  weedy  lake, 
or  the  lower  portions  of  some  trout  streams ;  and, 
although  it  may  appear  rank  heresy  to  say  so,  his 
quarry  may  prove  as  plump,  as  bright,  as  heavy, 
and  as  gamesome  as  the  fish  in  the  pet  waters 
of  the  "tight-liner."  Yes,  make  no  mistake  I 
Although  no  style  of  roach  fishing  can  compare 
with  that  which  is  adopted  on  the  banks  of  the 
Lea,  there  are  plenty  of  roach  that  can  compare 


—and  very  favoiu-ably,  too— with  those  in  the 
river  beloved  of  Izaak  Walton,  and  made  famous 
in  recent  years  by  the  skill  of  the  modem 
manipulator  of  the  long  light  rod  and  the  tight 
line  of  cobweb  fineness.  And  this  reminds  me 
that  the  fish  in  the  river  Lea  have  always  been 
of  the  Joey  Bagstock  type— "  artful,  sir,  and 
most  dee-velish  sly."  Even  in  the  days  of  Walton, 
we  learn  from  that  authority,  "the  roach  makes 
an  angler  capital  sport,  especially  the  great 
roaches  about  London,  where  I  think  there  be  the 
best  roach  anglers.  .  .  .  You  must  have  a 
small  hook,  a  quick  eye,  and  a  nimble  hand,  or 
the  bait  (paste)  is  lost  and  the  fish  too."  This, 
notwithstanding  that  Walton  in  another  part  of 
his  discourse  on  roach  and  how  to  fish  for  them, 
refers  to  the  fish  as  "the  water-sheep  for  his 
simplicity  or  foolishness."  But  these  are  not  the 
only  conflicting  lines  that  appear  in  the  "Compleat 
Angler,"  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  choose  to  believe 
the  former  statement  rather  than  the  latter,  I 
mean  so  far  as  metropolitan  waters  are  concerned, 
for,  as  I  have  said,  in  other  waters  the  roach  is 
fairly  "  silly,"  and  offers  himself  frequently  as  a 
prize  to  the  duffer. 

And,  after  all,  have  we  not  all  been  "  duffers  ?  " 
if,  indeed,  we  do  not  remain  so  still ;  and  are  not 
some  of  the  most  pleasant  reminiscences  con- 
nected with  the  days  of  dufferdom  ?  What  to  me 
was  the  skill  of  the  crack  roach  fisher  in  years 
gone  by  ?  To  the  best  of  my  remembrance  it 
was  an  unknown  quantity  in  my  angling  politics. 
Yet  did  I  load  my  basket  with  heavy  catches  of 
roach — catches  that  would  put  to  sham.e  many  of 
the  baskets  "  knocked  out "  of  a  Lea  swim  by  a 
Woodward  or  a  Watling  in  these  days.  "  Hit  'em 
and  hold  'em"  was  my  motto  then,  and  it  would 
seem  wonderful  to  me  now  how  the  fish  accepted 
my  clumsily  baited  hook,  presented  to  them  on 
rude  tackle  in  an  unskilful  manner,  if  I  did  not 
repeatedly  see  exactly  the  same  thing  occur  with 
other  budding  anglers  in  the  principal  character. 
Ever— when  my  thoughts  fly  to  bygone  roaching 
days— am  I  inclined  to  ramble,  and,  certainly,  I 
have  no  wish  to  stay  the  inclination  now.  Com- 
pare my  early  and  pleasantest  experiences  with 
those  of  mature  days,  which  have  discovered  the 
development  of  more  skill. 

Two  ponds  rise  before  me  as  I  sit  and  think. 
One  of  these  was  situated  about  two  miles  from 
the  home  of  my  earlier  days.    It  was  a  pretty 

piece  of  water  in  a  large  hollow  in  J  s  Park, 

and  it  was  almost  hidden  from  sight  by  the  noble 
trees  surrounding  it.  In  the  middle  was  a  small 
island,  on  which  coot  and  wild  duck  found  a 
home.  At  some  places  the  lake  was  weedy,  very 
weedy,  but  at  others  it  was  fairly  free  from 
weed,  and  a  capital  depth— about  6ft.  or  7  ft.  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection  was  obtainable.  Ah  1 
the  happy  hours  I  have  spent  there  '.  I  used  to 
fish  it  in  the  company  of  an  old  schoolfellow— he 
captained  the  team  of  youthful  cricketers,  of 
which  I  was  an  unimportant  but  proud  member — 
and  he  "  took  on  "  fishing  in  an  indifferent  manner  \ 
while  I,  even  at  that  early  age,  had  developed  a  love 
of  "the  contemplative  man's  recreation."  Ovei-night 
we  would  journey  to  the  side  of  the  lake,  and  in  the 
quiet  of  the  evening— only  broken  by  the  cry  of 
wildfowl  or  the  scurrying  plash  of  water-hen— 
we  would  deposit  in  one  of  the  deep,  clear  holes  a 
large  bag  full  of  gi-ains  which  we  had  previously 
obtained  from  a  friendly  brewer.  Then  the  empty 
bag  would  be  placed  in  the  shelter  of  a  hollow 
tree — it  was  to  be  the  receptacle  for  our  "  catch  " 
on  the  following  day— and  we  would  return  home  - 
chatting  on  the  way  of  our  prospects  on  the 
morrow.  Our  thoughtful  mothers  would  pack 
our  "  grub  "  for  the  day  i  such  a  quantity  of  food 
that  I  couldn't  for  the  life  of  me  get  through 
now)  also  overnight,  and  long  before  the  dew  had 
disappeared  in  the  early  morn  we  would  be  at  our 
post  and  hard  at  it.  This  was  a  duffer's  water, 
and  from  it  we  very  frequently  hauled  big  bags 
of  roach  and  tench,  with  now  and  then  a  plump 
perch,  and  not  infrequently  a  carp.  These  latter 
fish  were  responsible  for  many  smashes  notwith- 
standing the  strength  of  our  tackle,  the  want  of 
proper  striking  and  handling  (the  former  the 
cause  most  often)  resulted  in  Mr.  Carp  clearing 
away  with  hook  and  line.  These  were  the  days  of 
coarse  tackle  and  fat  floats,  but  they  were  very 
profitable  days.  I  well  remember  upon  one 
occasion  we  more  than  filled  the  sack,  and  that 
day — towards  evening— the  genial  proprietor  of 
the  lake  strolled  down  to  us,  and  I  can  see  his 
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look  of  astonishment  and  admiration,  and  I  can 
feel  the  throb  of  my  pi'oud  heart  as  we  contem- 
plated our  catch.  That  was  one  of  our  big  days 
— we  must  have  had  nearly  icwt.  of  fish — but  it 
was  seldom  we  did  not  have  a  decent  show  of  fish ; 
indeed,  |I  do  not  remember  a  blank  day  here. 
Lord  !  how  we  did  skuUdrag  our  quarry  to  the 
bank !  dividing  our  attention  the  while  between 
our  fishing  and  meat  pies,  currant  cake,  and 
ginger  pop,  until  the  latter  comestibles  were 
disposed  of,  which  very  frequently  occurred  early 
in  the  day.  Our  favourite  "  swim"  was  close  by 
the  outlet  of  the  lake,  and  here  the  bank  offered 
a  vantage  spot  from  which  we  could  comfortably 
pursue  our  sport.  To  the  admirable  suitability 
of  the  spot  can  safely  be  attribiited  the  happy 
ending  of  a  red  -  letter  event.  One  day  my 
companion,  who  was  baiting  with  worms,  hit  a 
fish  that  refused  to  be  skuUdragged ;  it  pulled 
and  tugged,  and  Fred  pulled  and  tugged !  Then 
the  fish  made  a  bolt  for  the  island,  and  nearly 
got  there  !  Presently  there  leaped  from  the  water 
a  trout,  which,  to  my  mind  at  that  time,  seemed 
of  impossible  weight.  "  By  G-eorge  !  "  said  Fred, 
"  he's  a  jumper !  "  And  so  he  was.  The  way  my 
companion  held  on  was  enough  to  make  an 
alligator  jump.  After  an  exciting  five  minutes, 
Fred  was  enabled  to  make  use  of  a  bolt  the  fish 
made  for  the  bank,  and  a  well-conditioned  trout 
was  recklessly  svntched  out  on  the  grass.  How 
the  fish  got  into  the  lake  was  a  problem,  for  the 
stream  that  fed  it  was  devoid  of  fish  life  ;  but 
there  it  was,  and  that  trout  made  an  angler  of 
Fred,  who  stuck  to  worms  as  baits  for  many  a 
subsequent  day,  in  hope  of  getting  another,  which 
I  need  hardly  say,  he  did  not  succeed  in  doing. 

The  other  pond  was  a  short  railway  journey 
from  my  native  town.  It  was  a  mill-head,  entirely 
artificially  formed,  and  the  embankment  on  either 
side  rose  up  from  the  surrounding  meadow  land. 
Not  a  tree  or  vestige  of  bush  was  here,  and  the 
only  cover  to  hide  piscator  from  the  quarry  was 
the  beds  of  reeds  and  rushes  that  lined  the  edges. 

Here,  too,  my  fishing  chum  was  Fred,  and  many 
a  day  have  we  perched  ourselves  on  that  embank- 
ment, and  fish  after  fish  has  been  captured,  and 
gone  tumbling  and  turning  over  till  it  settled  in 
the  grass  below.  Fred  frequently  sent  the  small 
fish  over  his  head,  smack  !  into  the  hollow  behind 
him,  and  this  necessitated  scrambling  down  the 
bank  and  back — a  process  which  was  not  conducive 
to  sport.  But  here,  also,  we  had  good  baskets, 
for  the  mill-head  was  well  stocked,  and  it  was 
another  duffer's  water.  I  did  not  study  a  standard 
in  those  days,  all  were  fish  that  came  to  my  net ; 
but,  although  we  kept  all,  our  bag  was  generally 
presentable,  for  many  half-pounders  and  pounders 
were  included  in  it.  The  roach  in  that  mill-head 
were  handsome  fish,  with  deep  metallic  blue  backs 
and  scarlet  fins.  I  have  seen  no  handsomer  roach 
anywhere. 

I  have  mentioned  the  lower  stretches  of  some 
trout  streams  as  being  the  home  of  big  roach,  and 
I  may  add  that,  with  maturer  years,  I  have 
developed  a  great  liking  for  whipping  for  roach 
in  such  waters.  Only  recently  I  was  fishing  a 
trout  streajn  which  contained  a  large  quantity  of 
roach  ;  shoals  of  them  could  be  seen  swimming 
around  in  the  clear  water. 

The  "  locals  "  took  little  or  no  notice  of  these 
fish,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  to  blackguard  them 
and  deplore  their  presence ;  but  they  appealed  to 
my  coarse  fishing  propensities,  and  I  killed  a*  large 
number  with  the  fly,  and  very  fine  fun  it  was ; 
they  fought  well,  and  a  pounder  roach  on  a  10ft 
trout  rod  is  not  to  be  despised.  It  may  interest 
some  of  my  readers  to  know  that  the  most 
successful  flies,  in  my  experience,  for  roach  are 
the  Ants — the  Red  Ant  especially.  Have  them 
dressed  rather  large.  At  the  risk  of  being  thought 
egotistical,  I  will  state  that  quite  a  useful  lesson 
was  tiught  to  an  advocate  of  the  Lea  style  on 
this  very  water,  and  by  me.  He  was  seated  at  a 
fairly  deep  swim,  with  his  tight  line  equipment, 
and  fishing  in  the  orthodox  Lea  style.  And  he 
could  fish  a  tight  line,  there  was  no  mistake  about 
that.  I  had  been  trying  my  hand  over  a  bonnie 
trout  below — unsuccessfully ;  and,  noticing  the 
roach  fisher  at  work,  I  strolled  up  to  him  and  sat 
watching  his  neat  manipulation  of  the  tackle. 
Certainly  he  caught  fish — he  had  three  in  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour — but  I  remarked  to  him  : 

"  Don't  you  think  you  would  catch  more  if  you 
tried  a  fly  over  the  shoals  that  are  swimming 
about  in  the  shallower  water  ?  " 


He  said  that  he  didn't  know,  and  didn't  care ; 
tight-lining  was  quite  good  enough  for  him.  I 
argued  the  point  without  avail,  and  then  I  detof- 
mined  to  show  the  sceptic  that  roach  in  a  trout 
stream  were  best  tackled  on  the  surface.  I 
mounted  a  Red  Ant,  and  proceeded  about  100yds. 
up  the  stream  to  a  point  at  which  a  shoal  of 
roach  were  listlessly  swimming  around.  From  a 
distance  of  about  20yds.  I  sent  the  red  'un  right 
in  the  midst  of  them ;  there  was  a  tiny  dimple 
(Mr.  Roach  rises  very  prettily  at  a  fly),  and  I  was 
fast  in  a  good  fish,  which  I  soon  played  to  the 
net  and  flung  high  and  dry  into  some  long  grass 
behind  me.  Then  out  went  the  Red  Ant  again, 
and  the  process  was  repeated.  Without  shifting 
a  yard  from  the  spot  at  which  I  first  stood,  I 
landed  in  quick  succession  eight  or  nine  nice 
roach,  and  then  I  saw  the  tight-liner  coming 
towards  me.  It  was  his  turn  to  watch  now,  and 
he  did  it  with  evident  astonishment  and  keen 
interest. 

"  S'elp  me,  Mister  ! "  he  remarked,  as  another 
plump  pounder  was  added  to  the  heap  in  the 
grass  ;  "  I  shldn't  a-believed  it !  I've  heerd  tell 
of  you  fly  fishers  going  for  I'oach,  but  I've  never 
seen  it  done  like  that  before !  I  wish  I  could 
chuck  a  fly !  " 

I  explained  to  him  that  the  skill  and  perse, 
verance  that  had  perfected  him  in  the  use  of  a 
tight  line  would  also  enable  him  to  cast  a  fly  if 
he  would  only  try. 

"But,"  I  added,  "you  want  to  'chuck'  the 
right  fly." 

"  It  seems  to  me,  Mister,  that  you've  got  the 
right  'un,  anyhow  !    What's  the  name  on't  ?  " 

I  told  him,  and,  what's  more,  I  gave  him  a 
pattern  of  the  Red  Ant.  He  said  he  would  have 
some  dressed,  and  buy  a  rod  and  line,  and  start 
whipping  for  roach.  Whether  he  has  done  so  or 
not  I  don't  know — and,  in  his  own  words,  I  don't 
care — but  there  is  little  doubt  he  had  learnt  a 
lesson  that  vsrill  bide  by  him  for  the  rest  of  his 
angling  career.  But  there  is  no  doubt  of  the 
suitability  of  the  Lea  outfit  in  some  waters,  and 
it  is  equally  certain  that  tight  lining  is  the  acme  of 
roach  fishing.  I  know  of  no  better  sport  than  a 
day  in  a  good  roach  swim  with  the  long  pole  and 
gossamer  line. 

Yes,  roaching  is  grand  fun  !  As  I  pen  these 
lines  there  lies  before  me  an  old  letter  of  a 
departed  chum.  A  certain  portion  of  it  so  clearly 
tells  of  the  keen  roach  fisher,  that  I  may  be  for- 
given for  reproducing  it  here.  My  friend  was  on 
a  piking  jaunt,  and — not  infrequent  occurrence — 
the  party  they  had  depended  upon  for  bait  had 
disappointed  them.  An  old  fishing  companion  of 
his,  Billy  by  name,  was  with  him. 

"  When  the  want  of  baits  was  made  known," 
he  vwote,  "  Billy  looked  unutterable  horrors. 
'  Here's  a  pretty  go,'  cried  he ;  '  now  what  will  you 
do  ?  '  '  Do  ?  Why  catch  some,  to  be  sure,'  I  said, 
in  reply,  and  by  a  bit  of  wonderful  good  fortune 
the  miller  had  a  fairly  good  roach  rod,  one  that 
he  had  taken  away  from  a  poacher,  he  said,  not 
a  Sowerbutt's  by  any  means,  still,  one  that  would 
do  very  well,  and  to  rig  up  roach  tackle  took  ten 
minutes.  Then  I  made  some  stiff  ground-bait  of 
bread  and  bran.  Lea  style,  you  know,  got  any 
quantity  of  bright  yellow  gentles  from  a  dung 
heap,  and,  with  a  bit  of  white  paste  in  a  corner  of 
my  mouchoir,  I  was  ready  for  the  fray.  We  took 
a  couple  of  milk  pails  to  sit  upon,  a  great  water- 
can  to  put  the  fish  in — if  we  got  any — and  then 
away  we  went  to  look  for  a  swim,  the  miller 
strolling  down  the  meadows  with  us.  Two 
hundred  yards  below  the  tail  of  the  pool  I  found  a 
clump  of  rushes  by  the  side,  an  old  hawthorn, 
twisted  and  gnarled,  hung  over  the  stream,  and  the 
current  ran  gently  l3y  with  tiny  curls  and  glides 
upon  the  surface.  '  I  shall  do  here  if  it's  not  too 
deep,"  said  I,  putting  my  pail  down.  I  had  had 
to  make  a  plummet  with  a  bullet  and  a  bit  of 
string  through  the  hole,  and  now  put  my  rod 
together  and  a  fine  gut  line  up,  with  a  jDorcupine 
float  from  out  of  Billy's  stock.  '  Lovely ! '  I 
cried,  as  I  found  a  five-foot  swim  with  a  bottom 
like  a  billiard  table  ;  then  I  left  my  line  to  soak 
well,  while  I  plumped  in  some  balls  of  ground- 
bait  at  the  top  of  the  swim.  '  I'll  try  them  with 
paste  first,  I  think,'  and  putting  on  a  pellet  as 
big  as  a  pea,  away  went  my  float  downstream, 
with  the  point  of  my  long  rod  held  2ft  above  it. 
No  go — they  were  evidently  not  sweet  upon 
paste.  •  Give  me  that  flower  pot,  Billy  ! '  This 
contained  a  modicum  of    manure   and  many 


gentles  ;  accordingly  I  put  about  four  or  five  of 
the  shining  yellow  mites  on  my  hook  and  com- 
menced again.  Half-way  down  the  swim,  and 
down  went  the  float  clean  out  of  sight.  Twang ! 
echoed  the  strained  line,  while  the  hooked  fish 
fought  gallantly  for  deep  water.  '  This  is  a  biggish 
dace,  if  it's  one  at  all,'  said  I  as  I  turned  it  from 
the  stream.  Ten  seconds  later  the  matter  was 
settled,  for  it  turned  out  to  be  a  spanking  roach, 
of  close  upon  lib.  weight,  gorgeous  in  his  suit  of 
silver  livery  and  scarlet  trappings.  Into  the  can 
he  went,  for  Billy  said  he  meant  to  get  a  whopper 
with  him.  And  he  did,  too,  with  a  vengeance. 
And  to  it  I  went  again,  getting  roach  every  swim. 
'  He  don't  miss  many,'  said  the  miller  from  behind 
me  to  Billy.  '  Miss  many,'  grunted  that  worthy. 
'If  he  missed  any  I'd  never  go  out  with  him  again 
as  long  as  I  lived.  Miss  many ;  not  he.  He  wouldn't 
miss  a  diamond  ring  if  he  could  get  hold  of  it.' 
I  laughed,  and  lost  a  roach,  the  first  one  I  had 
pricked  without  holding  him,  and  then  I  never  got 
another  touch  for  half  an  hour,  and,  curiously 
enough,  from  that  time  until  dark  nothing  fell  to 
my  rod  but  the  most  charming  dace,  bright  as 
bars  of  silver.  '  There,  that  will  do  for  us,  Billy, 
I  think,'  I  said  as  I  took  my  rod  to  pieces. 
'  There's  three  dozen,  I'll  warrant,  of  one  sort  and 
another,'  and  we  wended  our  way  back  to  the 
house  again  across  fields,  from  which  the  mists 
were  rising  in  great  ghostly  clouds,  just  tinted 
with  the  first  rays  of  a  glorious  harvest  moon." 

What  prettier  picture  than  this  ?  From  whence 
comes  keener  enjoyment  ?  Many  such  experiences 
have  I  had  myself ;  many  such  my  readers  may 
have  had ;  and  many  such  may  we  have  when  we 
go  a-roaching !  Our  lot  may  not  be  by  the 
rushing  river,  the  home  of  the  kingly  salmon ; 
there  may  not  be  a  trout  near  us  for  miles. 
What  care  we?  We  pine  not  for  these  much 
lauded  prey ;  we  are  content  to  watch  our  float 
travel  down  the  modest  roach  swim  the  while  we 
puff  our  pipe,  and  should  fortune  favour  us  with 
a  good  basket  of  fish,  we  are  happy — and 
happiness  is  the  same  from  whatever  point  it  is 
attained.  N'Impoete. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 


 ^    River  Reporters  who  want  fortns  and  envelopes 

should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  VismUG 
Gazette,  St.  Dtmstan's  Home,  Pett'r-Lanf,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

kAA  J40   ,,     ,,    Patney.  .      j75   ,,     „  Eiehmond. 

■^"''i45   ,,     ,,    Hammersmith.  ■^°'^i80   „     .,  Twickenham. 
(60   ,,     ,,    Barnes.  (85   ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  Loncon  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Jan.  15    6.22    6.44 

Sunday,        ,,  16    7.  7    7.32 

Monday,       „  17    8.  1    8  34 

Tuesday,       „  18   0  12    9.55 

Wednesday,  .,  19    10.38    11.20 

Thursday,     „   20    —    0.  0 

Friday,         „  21    0.36    1.  7 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborouoh. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Jan.  15    7.  2    7.24 

Sunday,       ,,   16    7.47    8.12 

Monday,       ,,  17   8.41    9.14 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulboroug  1  will  be  2h.  40m-  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.  — A  small 
trout  of  about  IJlb.  was  caught  in  one  of  the  nets  of  H. 
Pearce,  of  Brentford,  the  middle  of  last  week,  and  was 
given  up  to  head  river  keeper  William  Douglas,  of  the 
T.A.P.B.,  with  the  payment  of  the  usual  reward  of  half- 
a-crown,  and  was  taken  up  to  Kingston,  and  turned  in  the 
river  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Alderman  Alfred  Nuthall, 
J. P.,  from  his  garden  steps.  William  Milbourne,  of  East 
Moulsey,  reports :  "  On  Thursday  in  last  week  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Homewood  picked  up  a  trout  on  the  apron  of 
Mr.  Andrews'  mill,  after  the  mill  was  shut  down  and  the 
fish  left  dry.  He  told  me  it  was  dead  when-  he  picked  it 
up,  and  brought  and  showed  it  to  me.  It  weighed 
7 Jib.,  and  was  in  fine  condition.  There  is  no  doubt 
as  to  its  being  a  Thames  trout  that  had  worked  up  there 
in  the  flood  water,  as  it  empties  into  the  Thames,  and 
must  have  been  killed  when  they  dropped  the  flood 
gates."  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  record  the  death 
of  Mr.  Harry  Simpson,  the  respected  lock  keeper  at 
Teddington,  who,  I  heard,  was  much  liked  by  the  rowing 
fraternity.     I  received  a  letter  from  my  good  friend 


January  15,  1898] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


45 


_Mr.  C.  H.  \Vheeley,  of  Weybridge,  on  Monday  last,  and, 
inhia  practical  remarks  on  the  river,  he  says  :  "  We  have  a 
very  heavy,  thick  river  here  ;  nine  gates  up  in  the  weir, 
and  a  tremendous  stream  coming  down.  Although  the 
water  is  so  thick,  the  roach  are  feeding.  I  had  a  iew  on 
Saturday  afternoon  in  a  shallow  eddy,  fishing  with  paste, 
the  water  at  the  spot  being  only  18in.  deep.  The  reach 
were  continually  splashing  on  the  surface,  and  when  the 
water  clears  a  little  good  bags  of  fish  will  be  made.  Great 
quantities  of  dead  weeds  are  floating  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  showing  that  the  river  is  getting  a  thorough 
cleansing,  all  promising  well  for  sport  later  on.  I  hear  the 
anglers  have  had  good  catches  of  roach  and  parch  in  back- 
water of  Shepperton  during  the  past  few  dajs  ;  this  back- 
water gives  good  fishing  when  the  water  is  high  and  thick. 
The  Wey  and  Mole  are  very  much  discoloured."  There 
has  been  fine  weather  up  till  this  morning  (Wednesday), 
and  the  Thames  is  about  tit  to  commence  opsrations. — B. 

— (Datchet). — Water  is  fast  getting  into  good 
condition.  By  the  time  this  is  in  print  jack  and  chub 
fishers  wiU  have  commenced  operations.  Mr.  Keen  caught 
some  fine  perch  with  lob  worm.  I  caught  one  perch  this 
afternoon,  and  a  few  roach,  with  red  worm.  The  lock 
keeper  at  Windsor  tells  me  he  ran  a  very  large  jack  to-day 
in  the  Windsor  Weir  stream. — G.  Lumsden. 

 (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne  reports 

tip_  to  Wednesday  :  "  The  water  has  been  very  high  and 
thick,  and  the  weirs  all  drawn  this  last  week.  The  bank 
anglers  are  now  doing  well  with  the  roach  in  the  Hampton 
backwater,  some  of  them  getting  three  and  four  dozen  in 
the  day.  There  has  been  such  a  heavy  stream  none  of 
the  punts  have  been  out." — B. 

  (Henley). — The  river  is  now  in  grand  condition , 

after  being  very  thick  for  nearly  a  fortnight,  and  anglers 
now  should  take  the  opportunity  of  getting  amongst  the 
different  fish,  which,  at  time  of  writing,  are  feeding  freely. 
Some  Kood  takes  of  pike  have  been  had  in  the  last  few 
days,  viz.  :  Jan,  12,  Mr.  Shepherd,  with  G.  Vaughan,  five 
fish  (best  brace  weighing  201b.)  ;  Mr.  Worskett  also  took 
five  (best  fish,  51b.);  Vaughan,  jun  ,  two  (best,  6ilb.). 
Some  nice  roach  were  also  taken  yesterday  (12th).— J.  W. 
Read. 

—  (Kingston). — There  is  only  one  report,  that  of 
John  Knight,  in  one  day,  getting  three  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace,  the  largest  roach  weighing  lib.  loz.  The  bank 
anglers  have  been  catching  some  fine  roach  and  dace. — B. 

 (Richmond).— Job  Brain,  in  three  days,  501b.  of 

roach  and  dace,  and  two  bream.  E.  Howard,  in  two  days, 
211b.  of  roach  and  dace.  H.  Mansell  has  been  getting 
some  roach  and  dace.  When  I  was  at  Richmond  on 
Tuesday,  I  was  glad  to  see  a  fair  sprinkling  of  bank  anglers 
on  the  warpath,  but  they  were  not  doing  very  much. — B. 

  (Staines).— Charles  Hone  writes  to  say:  "We 

have  had  a  rough  passage  lately,  and  not  been  able  to  fish 
with  the  water  being  so  thick.  I  have  plenty  of  orders, 
and,  if  all's  well,  hope  to  make  a  start  to-day  (Wednesday), 
and  hope  soon  to  send  you  some  good  news." — B. 

  (Snnbury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  report 

they  have  not  been  out,  but,  with  the  water  going  away 
fast,  it  should  soon  be  in  condition,  and  they  will  be  able 
to  give  their  clients  some  good  sport. — B. 

  (Teddington).— W.  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

Cooper,  five  jack  (the  largest  6Jlb.)  and  nine  perch; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Sling,  seven  jack  (the  largest  7flb.) 
and  one  brace  of  perch  ;  and  half  a  day,  with  Mr.  Allen 
and  Mr.  Arthur  Hemmingway,  three  small  jack. — B. 

  (Twickenham). — H.  Spiers,  in  two  days  and  a 

half,  eleven  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  seven  bream. 
George  Coxen,  in  two  days,  181b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and 
five  bream.  John  Frost,  in  three  and  a  half  days,  461b.  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  one  bream.  Some  of  the  roach  taken 
in  the  tideway  weighed  over  lib.  each. — B. 

— -  (Windsor  District).— At  the  time  of  writing 
the  river  here  is  very  low,  but  still  too  much  discoloured 
for  anything  but  worm  fishing.  Some  good  roach  have 
been  taken,  but  none  of  exceptional  size.  Should  rain 
keep  off,  it  wUl  be  possible  in  less  than  a  week  for  chub  or 
jack,  but  for  the  latter  a  bright  bait,  such  as  dace,  bleak, 
or  sprat,  should  be  used.  At  present  tail  end  of  lob  worm, 
using  broken  worms  liberally  for  ground-bait,  should 
prove  best  in  the  eddies  or  lay  byes.  Mr.  Price  of  Eton- 
wick,  has  had  two  jack,  weighing  61b.  14oz.  and  61b.  4oz. 
Though  water  very  cloudy,  we  weighed  a  handsome  brace 
of  jack,  taken  12th  inst..  near  Boveney,  by  C.  Paioe,  of 
Etonwick. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Aznn  (Pulborough).— There  is  nothing  to  record 
here  for  Jan.  9  last,  the  water  being  out  of  condition  owing 
to  the  late  heavy  rains.  It  is  now  fast  righting  itself,  and, 
providing  no  more  rain  falls,  will  be  in  good  order  bv  the 

16th.— W.  G.  HOLLMAN. 

Esk  (Whitby).— During  the  last  five  weeks  this  rive 
has  been  in  fine  condition  for  spawning  operations.  With 
the  continuation  of  open  weather  and  the  fine  floods  the 
spawning  season  is  practically  over.  A  few  kelts  have 
been  seen  below  Ruswarp  dam  during  the  past  week  or 
two.  This  is  rather  remarkable,  as  it  is  very  early  for 
kelts  to  be  making  their  way  to  the  river.  Salmon  disease 
has  made  its  appearance  about  Glaisdale  and  Lealholm, 
although  not  to  any  great  extent,  only  a  few  deaths  being 
recorded,  and  they  were  spent  fish. — J.  Jac  ksox. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincolnshire  and  Cambs.). 
—The  heavy  rain  which  fell  last  week  has  had  the  effect 
of  increasing  the  volume  of  water  and  causing  a  rise  of 
colour.  The  efforts  to  get  the  water  away  has  also  caused 
the  drains  to  run  very  fast,  but  things  are  again  settling 
themselves  in  favour  of  sport.  Some  fairly  good  reports 
have  come  from  the  Forty-foot,  particularly  from  Don- 
nington  and  Hubberf  s  Bridges,  in  the  centre  and  at  the 
Boston  end  respectively.  Quite  a  number  of  pike  have 
been  landed,  the  best  running  to  about  91b.  The  same 
maybe  said  of  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Welland.  Here 
they  have  run  scarcely  as  large.   Roach  fishing  has  been 


best  on  the  smaller  drains,  on  the  larger  ones  it  has  been 
difficult,  but  as  the  weather  settles  it  will  imjirove. 
Generally  speaking,  it  is  as  good  as  it  was  four  months  ago. 
— Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  water  in  the 
Idle  district  has  been  running  in  splendid  fashion  for  the 
roach  fishers.  About  Scrooby  and  Mattersea  some  capital 
specimen  roach  have  teen  taken  with  a  bunch  of  maggots, 
or  with  a  worm.  A  ShelEeld  visitor  is  reported  to  have 
taken  one  of  21b.,  and  anglers  from  Rotherham  have  had 
fish  up  to  lib.  14oz.  A  few  rods  have  been  at  work  on  the 
Stockwith  Canal,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hayton,  and 
some  good  roach  are  said  to  have  fallen  to  ttswed  pearl 
barley  as  bait.  Three  of  the  heaviest  fish  caught  here 
with  this  bait  scaled  41b.  High  tides  and  flood  water  have 
put  the  Trent  out  of  condition.  Lately  the  Willow  Holt 
swims  between  Rampton  and  Laneham  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  fine  sport.  The  heaviest  take  scaled  301b.,  and 
many  specimen  fish  varied  from  lib.  to  lib.  lloz.  One 
catch  of  roach  below  the  bridge  weighed  441b. — L. 

Iiark  (Bury). — We  had  a  good  push  of  water  here 
last  week  which  has  improved  the  river.  A  few  pike  were 
taken  (live  baiting)  in  the  quiet  places,  of  the  following 
weights:  4|lb.,  Sjlb.,  and  2ilb.  Mr.  W.  G.  King  has 
killed  a  few  good  dace,  of  which  the  Lark  has  a  wonderful 
supply.  The  water  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  in  capital  order 
and  prospects  good  for  the  coming  week. — A.  E.  K. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  gone  down  and  have  cleared,  and  are  in 
order  for  fishing.  The  late  flush  of  water  will  greatly 
improve  the  rivers  and  the  fishing,  and  sport  in  future 
should  be  good.  The  weather  has  been  mild  and  suitable 
for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  few  have  been  on  the  banks, 
but  sport  has  not  been  brisk,  but  a  few  fish  have  been 
landed.  By  Saturday  grayling  should  be  landed  with  fly, 
as  the  fish  are  rising  well  at  midday. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  lowering  and  just  becoming  fishable,  though  still  a 
good  deal  on  the  big  side.  I  saw  a  basket  of  eight  brace 
taken  by  two  rods  yesterday  ;  many  of  the  grayling  large, 
and  one  over  Iflb.,  weighed  three  hours  after  capture. 
If  the  present  spring-like  weather  continues,  good  sport 
may  be  expected  the  coming  week  with  swimming  worm, 
gentle,  and  sink  and  draw  ;  also  for  two  or  three  hours  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  with  fly,  using  Mid-Blue,  Male 
Willow,  Red  Tag,  or  Autumn  Red  Palmer.— E.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborough).— Our  river  during  the  past 
few  days  has  once  again  been  subject  to  the  fluctu^itions 
which  will  periodically  arise,  and  which  are  the  results  of 
the  uncertainty  of  the  meteorological  conditions  of  our 
English  climate.  After  the  heavy  rains,  to  which  I 
referred  in  my  notes  last  week,  the  river  continued  to 
present  a  swollen  and  ever  swelling  volume  of  water,  until 
it  registered  at  Peterborough  Bridge  on  Tuesday  a  depth 
of  12Jft.,  the  highest  mark  reached  for  some  considerable 
time.  This  means  still  further  inactivity  for  the  angler, 
who  must  try  and  keep  his  equanimity  well  balanced,  and 
continue  to  hum  cheerfully  :  "  There's  a  good  time  coming, 
onls  wait  a  little  longer." — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  has  been  all  wrong 
for  some  days,  in  tact  nothing  of  note  has  been  done  for 
several  weeks.  The  river  is  now  in  grand  order  for  roach 
fishing,  and  given  fine  weather  for  a  day  or  two  longer, 
will  be  in  good  fettle  for  pike. — B. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  river  is  now  in  excellent 
order,  and  prospects  are  good  so  far  as  pike  and  coarse 
fish  generally  are  concerned. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanyy- 
nech). — During  the  early  part  of  this  week  the  water  has 
been  in  splendid  condition  for  pike  fishing,  and  some 
capital  sport  has  been  had  amongst  those  fish  in  the 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy.  Owing  to  more  settled  weather 
prevailing,  all  those  streams  are  improving  day  by  day  for 
all-round  angling,  and  some  nice  coarse  fish  are  captured 
in  the  Severn  by  bottom  fishers,  and  in  the  Vyrnwy  good 
sport  is  being  enjoyed  with  roach,  perch,  and  chub. 
As  the  state  of  the  water  improves  in  this  river,  so  does 
the  sport  with  grayling,  and  some  very  good  fish  have  been 
taken  during  the  past  few  days.  The  Tanat  is  now  in 
good  condition  for  grayling  fishing,  and  sport  has  been 
quite  up  to  the  average,  especially  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
this  river  ;  and  in  this  part  of  the  stream  roach  are  very 
plentiful,  and  afford  good  sport  to  anglers  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  and  are  also  well  worth  capturing,  as  they  are 
in  grand  condition  and  of  fair  size. — Vyrnwt. 

Susses  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
weather  in  the  early  portion  of  the  week  was  fine,  with  a 
tinge  of  frost  in  the  early  mornings,  but  rivers  have  not  at 
present  felt  the  benefit  of  the  change.  In  many  districts 
the  water  has  been  over  the  banks,  and  rivers  are  now 
running  like  a  mill-race.  The  Ouse  is  of  a  pea  soupy  con- 
sistency, and  sport  consequently  poor.  However,  Mr. 
Jefferies,  of  Lewes,  who  is  well  up  in  all  the  most  likely 
parts  of  the  river,  has  secured  roach  weighing  lib.  9o7,. 
and  dace  of  8oz.,  the  best  record  for  one  day  being  121b. 
Pike  are  off  feed.  A  few  bream  and  roach  have  been 
taken  from  the  Cuekmere  river,  but  the  water  is  very 
much  clouded.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order.  Baits 
have  fed  well,  and  numerous  pike  have  been  taken  during 
the  week,  but  nothing  over  51b. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Tame  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  a  nice  level,  and  in 
good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  'The  weather 
has  turned  beautiful  and  fine,  and  more  like  spring,  with 
the  sun  shining  brightly,  and  the  fish  have  been  more  on 
the  move,  and  been  seen  rising  well  at  mid-day.  The 
water  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  late  flush  of  water, 
and  the  fishing  should  benefit  by  it  this  season.  "The  mild 
weather  has  brought  a  few  anglers  out  with  the  maggot, 
worm,  and  grasshopper,  and  a  few  have  tried  the  fly  at 
mid-day,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had,  but  no  large  takeg 


recorded.  Trout  have  been  feeding  owing  to  tie  mild 
weather.— S.  Lldlow, 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  has  been 
running  high  and  coloured  for  some  days,  but  it  is  now 
going  down  and  clearing,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week 
should  be  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or  maggot  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  more  like  spring,  and  the  fish  have 
begun  to  move  better,  and  have  been  rising  well  at  mid- 
day. Angling  has  been  slow — only  a  few  rods  out,  and 
sport  rather  quiet.  With  continued  fine  weather  some 
good  lots  of  fi^h  will  be  landed  with  fly. — Worcestee. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— A  good  deal  of 
flood  water  has  gone  down  the  Witham,  and  anything 
besides  roach  fishing  has  been  at  ii  discount.  Lincoln 
anglers  have  done  well  at  Bardney.  and  sport  has  been 
maintained  at  Southrey,  and  especially  at  Dogdyke,  251b., 
201b.,  &c.,  having  been  made.  Owing  to  the  opening  of 
the  flood  doors  at  the  Grand  Sluice,  water  has  travelled 
very  fast.  The  drains  around  Boston  are  only  patronised 
to  a  small  extent,  but  now  and  again  we  hear  of  a  decent 
take.  Near  to  Cowbridge,  as  the  result  of  two  days' 
fishing,  a  visitor  a  few  days  ago  brought  to  bank  fifteen 
nice  fish,  five  of  his  best  weighed  27Jlb.,  and  his  heaviest 
lOJlb.  Weather  is  now  in  favour  of  fishing,  and  good  bags 
should  be  made  if  the  fine  weather  holds. — Lrci, 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Nothing  better  in  the 
way  of  the  weather  could  be  desired  as  far  as  the  early 
spring  angler  is  concerned,  and  although  it  will  be  some 
weeks  yet  till  angling  be  general  in  Scotch  salmon  streams, 
already  a  fair  head  of  fish  is  reported  into  the  Dee,  while 
fishermen  on  the  coast  report  a  good  show  of  early  spring 
fish  icshore.  The  fall  of  snow  has  been  almost  nil.  as  jet, 
which  is  all  the  worse  for  keeping  up  the  spring  floods, 
and  unless  a  change  take  place  big  waters  need  not  be 
looked  for.  A  very  considerable  activity  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  letting  of  spring  waters  still  in  the  market, 
although  these  are  few  and  far  between.  An  experiment 
has  just  been  completed  in  introducing  rainbow  trout 
from  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  Lancashire,  by  Mr.  Percy 
Heargreves,  of  Glenbuoket  Lodge,  to  the  Bucket,  a  tri- 
butary of  the  Don,  and  should  it  prove  successful  more 
experiments  in  the  same  direction  are  likely  to  follow. 
Considerable  changes  are  on  the  faj>/.>  among  Scotch 
fishery  board  oflicers,  caused  by  the  retirement  of  several 
of  the  older  oflicers.  Capt.  Dunbar-Dunbar,  of  Kinlos.s 
and  Glen  of  Rothes,  died  at  his  residence,  near  Elgin,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty.  His 
brother.  Sir  Archibald  Dunbar,  sixth  baronet  of  North- 
field,  died  only  last  week.  Both  were  keen  sportsmen  and 
successful  anglers  in  their  day. — G.  M. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.  —  Since  the  subsidence  of  the 
floods,  which  were  mentioned  in  my  last  notes,  these 
rivers  have  been  running  at  a  nice  height, while  it  can  now 
be  observed  that  the  beds  of  both  streams  have  had  j 
thoroughly  good  scouring,  all  impurities  having  been 
washed  away,  leaving,  therefore,  a  beautifully  clean  and 
sweetened  bottom.    Not  for  many  years  back  has  the 
season  on  the  Bordeilind  been  so  open  and  genial  during 
the  months  of  December  and  January  ;  in  fact,  it  may  be 
said  in  all  trueness  that  we  have  not  as  yet  had  a  singla 
shower  of  snow,  while  there  has  only  been  a  day  now  and 
again  that  we  have  had  any  frost  to  speak  of,  and  then 
that  has  gone  off  again,  only  to  be  succeeded  by  rain. 
During  the  present  week  the  weather  has  been  so  very 
summerlike  that  in  many  gardens  primroses  are  in  bloom, 
and  even  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  seems  more  like  spring 
than  near  the  middle  of  January.  The  salmon  spiwning  beds 
on  both  the  main  rivers — Tweed  and  Teviot — are  as  jet 
but  scantily  supplied  with  breeding  fish,  notwithstanding 
all  the  splendid  opportunities  that  these  fish  have  had 
during  the  past  six  weeks  to  make  their  way  up  the  river 
from  the  sea  to  the  famous  breeding  grounds  on  both 
streams.    It  does  seem  somewhat  strange  that  this  should 
be  BO  at  such  an  advanced  period  of  the  season.  Looking 
at  this  matter  seriously  from  a  practical  point  of  view,  one 
is  brought  to  the  conclusion,  however  much  it  may  be 
against  the  grain,  that  the  salmon  spawning  season  on 
Tweed  and  Teviot  wdll  be  very  late  this  year,  and  is  sure 
to  go  on  well  into  the  angling  season,  which  opens  on  the 
first  day  of  next  month.    Early  during  the  month  of 
November  a  fisherman  on  the  Tweed  landed  a  salmon 
kelt ;  and  this,  at  the  time,  was  thought  by  many  to  be  a 
good  omen  of  an  early  and  prolific  rxm  of  breeding  fish 
to  the  spawning  "redds;"  however,  the  reverse  has 
proved  the  case,  and  from  all  quarters  come  the  same 
reports,   "  Very  few  spawning  salmon  to  be  seen  on 
the  redds."     Still,  however,  there  is  plenty  of  time 
for  a  good  run  of  these  fish  yet,  looking  to  the  openness 
of  the  season  and  the  good  volume  of  water  at  present  in 
both  streams.    There  is  one  great  drawback,  however,  to 
late  spawning,  and  that  is  that  when  the  angling  season 
opens,  many  of  the  unspawned  fish  may  be  hooked  and 
"  run  to  death,"  which  of  course  means  the  loss  of  the 
ova,  and  thereby  making  a  big  decrease  in  the  young  fry. 
Another  danger  is  that  in  snoh  an  open  season  we  may 
later  on  have  severe  frost,  and  should  the  rivers  then  got 
frozen  over  after  the  ova  has  been  laid  down,  a  sudden 
break  up  of  the  ice  on  the  livers  might  have  the  effect  cf 
greatly  damaging  the  spawning  beds  and  destroying  large 
quantities  of  the  ova.    We  trust,  however,  for  the  best, 
but  the  outlook,  meantime,  is  not  so  rosy  as  we  should 
like  to  see  it  in  the  interests  of  both  proprietors  and 
lessees.    A  large  number  of  bull  trout  are  said  to  be  in  all 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Tweed  and  in  many  of  the 
smaller  tributaries  ;  but,  as  a  rule,  these  fish  do  not  rise 
well  to  the  fly  during  the  spring,  but  having  a  great 
liking  for  lait  lure.    The  true  angler,  however,  cares  very 
little  for  this  sort  of  game  ;  but  at  times  these  fiah  give  a 
capital  run,  and  there  are  a  good  many  disciples  of  the 
rod  and  line  who  go  in  for  this  sport. — Maxwheel. 
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Bann. — The  big  runs  of  salmon  are  now  pi-actioally 
over,  and  it  must  bo  admitted  that  they  showed  no 
increase  from  last  year.  The  result  is  rather  dis- 
appointing, as  big  things  were  expected  following  the 
taking  off  of  the  month  of  October  from  the  open  time, 
enacted  by  a  bye-law  three  years  ago.  The  season  was 
very  favourable  to  the  ascending  fish,  but  there  were  many 
cases  of  poaching,  and  this  lawlessness  extended  to 
shooting  at  the  huts  of  the  special  baiUffs. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Black- 
water  is  at  the  average  winter  level.  The  spawning 
season,  now  over,  was  attended  with  much  success.  The 
redds  were  well  watched  by  the  special  bailiffs  of  the 
Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company,  and  there  were  none 
of  the  hexvy  Kovember  and  December  floods  which  in 
past  seasons  did  so  much  damage,  tearing  away  the  redds 
and  burying  the  spawn. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers. — Good  accounts  come  to  hand  of  the 
prospects  for  the  coming  spring  on  all  the  Cork  rivers, 
especially  the  Lee,  Blackwater,  and  Bandon.  The 
spawning  season  closed  well  throughout  the  county,  and 
poaching  was  kept  well  in  check. — T.  J.  D. 

Galway  Rivers.— The  Corrib  opens  for  angling  on 
Feb.  1  next,  and  a  good  season  is  anticipated.  It  would 
take  a  good  season  to  compensate  for  last  year,  which  was 
but  an  indifferent  one.  The  numbers  of  spawning  fish 
were  large.  The  other  Galway  rivers  open  on  the  same 
day  are  the  Cashla,  Doohula,  Spiddal,  Clare,  Inver, 
Crumlin,  Screeb,  Oughterard,  and  the  BaUynahinch 
fisheries. — J.  A.  B. 

Killamey. — Spring  salmon  are  coming  up  freely,  and 
a  good  season  is  expected.  Angling  opens  here  on  the  16th 
inst.,  and  all  anglers  here  are  now  ready  for  the  spring  cam- 
paign. Weather  still  unusually  favourable  for  ascending 
tish.— T.  J.  D. 

Iforth  Kerry  Rivers.— All  the  above  rivers  are  now 
heavily  flooded,  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming  season 
are  good.  The  spawning  season  just  closed  was  very 
successful  on  the  rivers  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  and 
Cashen.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.  —  According  as  the  angling  season 
approaches  the  prospects  for  the  coming  spring  are 
brightening.  Spring  salmon  are  coming  up  in  good 
numbers,  and  twenty-five  were  had  last  Friday  at  the 
weir  on  the  river ;  heaviest,  251b. ;  average  weight,  121b. 
Quite  a  big  number  of  English  angling  visitors  are  expected 
down  for  the  opening  day  (Feb.  1),  and  many  of  the 
professional  fishermen  are  already  engaged  for  the  first 
week.    Weather  very  mild. — T.  J.  D  . 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Jan.  21.  Lowest  tide  Sunday;  they  then  increase  to  the 
end  of  the  week. 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

am. 

Scarboroagh   

8.46 

9.36 

10.40 

11.59 

0.-39 

1  54 

3.  0 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

9.10 

10  6 

11.19 

1.18 

2,28 

3.30 

1.19 

2  2 

2.55 

4.  7 

5.35 

6,52 

8.  0 

1.39 

2.27 

3.27 

4.-50 

6.15 

7.29 

8.29 

2.  1 

2.45 

3.37 

4.49 

6,16 

7.<i5 

8.42 

2.21 

3.  9 

4.  9 

5.. 32 

6.56 

8.10 

9.11 

2.60 

3.33 

4.26 

5.38 

7.  5 

8.23 

9.31 

3.10 

3. -58 

4  58 

C.21 

7.45 

9.  0 

10.  0 

4.13 

4.  .56 

5.48 

7.  3 

8  28 

9.46 

10.5t 

4.34 

5.20 

6.23 

7.46 

9.  8 

10  22 

11.23 

Southend,  Sheer-) 

5.  1 

5.47 

6.43 

7.59 

9.25 

10  44 

11.48 

ness,  and  Leigh) 

5.23 

6.13 

7.18 

8.42 

10.  6 

11.18 

Margate,  Broad-^ 
stairs,  &  Bams-> 
gate.  ) 

4.  1 
4.23 

4.47 
5.13 

5.41 
6.14 

6.52 
7.35 

8.20 
9.  2 

9.41 
10.16 

10.48 
11.15 

Deal  and  Dover... 

3.30 

4.14 

5.  7 

6,17 

7.41 

8.57 

10.  0 

3.51 

4.40 

6.40 

6.58 

8  21 

9.30 

10.28 

3.10 

3.54 

4.47 

5.57 

7.20 

8.37 

9.40 

3.31 

4.20 

5.20 

6.38 

8.  0 

9.10 

10.  8 

Eastbonrne  and ) 

3.38 

4  22 

5.15 

6.25 

7.49 

9.  5 

10.  8 

Brighton.  J 

3.59 

4.48 

5.48 

7.  6 

8.29 

9.  .38 

10.36 

3.28 

4.18 

5.21 

6.45 

8.15 

9.26 

10.23 

3.51 

4.49 

6.  2 

7.32 

8.54 

9.64 

10.49 

3.55 

4.39 

5.22 

6,42 

8.  6 

9.22 

10.25 

4.16 

5.  5 

6.  5 

7.23 

8.46 

9.55 

10,-53 

Portsmouth  and) 

3.56 

4.40 

5.39 

6.55 

8.22 

9.40 

10.43 

Hayling  Island) 

4.18 

5.  8 

6.15 

7.S8 

9.  3 

10.12 

11.  9 

3.44 

4  38 

5.27 

6.43 

8.10 

9.38 

10,31 

4.  6 

4.56 

6.  3 

7.26 

8.51 

10.  0 

10.-57 

1.12 

1.57 

2.54 

4.11 

5.39 

6.55 

7.59 

1.33 

2.24 

3.30 

4.55 

6.19 

7.29 

8.25 

10.  7 

10.57 

0.37 

2.  1 

3.21 

4.37 

10.30 

11.27 

0.  1 

1.18 

2.41 

4.  1 

5.  8 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  teleoraph.— Friday,  9.13  a.m. 

Hastings. — Dull;  smooth;  N. 
Ramsqate.— Fine ;  smooth;  E.S.E. 
Margate.— Dull ;  smooth;  E. 
Folkestone. — Fine  ;_  smooth ;  E. 
Dover. — Overcast,  misty  ;  smooth;  calm. 
Deal. — Foggy  ;  smooth  ;  N.W. 
Hythe.— Dull;  moderate i  N. 


Ballinskelligs.— Pollack  fishing  18  once  more  giving 
good  sport  around  Hog  Head,  Bolus  Plead,  and  Horse 
Mand^  Whiting  are  reported  plentiful  by  the  netsmen.— 

Baltimore. — All  kinds  of  angling  are  suspended  for 
the  present  at  and  around  this  station,  but  the  netsmen 
are  getting  ready  for  the  spring  fishing,  which  is  expected 
to  open  very  soon. — T.  J.  D. 

Castletown. — The  nets  are  now  getting  average  takes 
of  pollack  and  hake.  No  anglers  have  been  out  since  last 
report.  Weather  to-day  (Tuesday)  moist,  and  sea  calm, 
with  light  winds  from  S.W.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  weather  lately  has  been  fine  and  water 
smooth,  and,  being  moonlight  nights,  several  anglers  hive 
put  out  for  night  and  early  morning  fishing,  and  brought 
ashore  some  good  takes  of  codling  and  whiting,  and  the 
whiting  were  a  good  sample,  and  full  of  roe.  Messrs. 
Bennet  and  son  and  Tautz  and  Taylor  have  had  three 
days|  fine  sport ;  Messrs.  Glassington  and  Julian,  on 
9th  inst.,  had  very  good  takes  of  fish.  The  water  row 
is  very  clear,  and  nothing  is  done  in  the  daylight  worth 
mention  ;  but  the  local  fishermen,  who  go  out  for  the 
night,  land  early  in  the  morning  with  good  takes  of  codling 
and  whiting.  If  weather  keeps  moderate,  it  will  suit  for 
early  morn  fishing.— Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Poor  results  have  bean  obtained 
upon  the  pier  during  the  last  five  or  six  days,  as  the 
whiting  have  taken  off  into  deep  water  during  daylight, 
and  at  night  only  a  few  small  ones  are  taken  near  tbe 
shore.  Ten  rods  only  accounted  for  sixteen  fish  on 
Saturday  last,  and  on  the  following  day  matters  were  even 
worse.  Mr.  J .  Zaehnsdorf  and  Capt.  Graham  Gordon  had 
six  score  in  a  boat  on  Saturday,  and  Mr.  J.  Handley  and 
nephew  brought  ashore  three  score  whiting  and  seventeen 
cod  and  codling  on  the  following  evening.  Monday's  pier 
fishing  again  proved  disappointing,  the  day's  take  only 
amounting  to  afewdabs,  one  pollack,  and  one  small  whiting. 
Matters  improved  somewhat  after  dark,  and  about  two  score 
of  codling, whiting,and  pouting  werelanded.  Capt.  Bateman, 
Mr.  Pratt,  and  Mr.  Filmer  each  had  a  few  nice  dabs  on 
Tuesday,  but  no  other  kind  of  fish  put  in  an  appearance 
till  nightfall,  when  Mr.  Eussell,  Mr.  B  rowne,  Mr.  Bush- 
nell,  and  a  few  other  anglers,  each  had  a  fair  creel  of 
codling  and  very  small  whiting.  Some  of  the  boats  had  a 
good  catch  of  whiting  in  deep  water,  while  others  did 
scarcely  anything.  To-day  (Wednesday)  eport  has  been 
extremely  slow,  the  total  catch  upon  the  pier  only 
amounting  to  fourteen  dabs,  though  some  of  these  were 
remarkably  fine.  The  water  near  the  main  is  very  clear. 
Spiats  are  scarce,  but  can  generally  be  obtained  in  small 
quantities  for  bait.  Lug  worms  are  at  all  times  available. 
—J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings.  —  Fishing  has  been  extremely  good  here 
this  week.  Numbers  of  large  cod  have  been  taken  by  the 
long  liners  up  to  341b.  The  whiting  have  come  close  in 
again,  and  the  flat  fish  are  a  good  size.  Fishing  at  St. 
Leonard's  Pier,  with  Mr.  Chown  list  Monday  evening, 
we  had  a  splendid  take  of  whiting,  flounders,  plaice  and 
dabs,  and  one  ling.  The  fishing  is  being  well  followed  up. 
— Hy.  Dowsett. 

Fly  mouth.. — Our  shores  and  piers  are  swarming  with 
smelt,  and  are  being  caught  in  thousands ;  one  man  has 
just  been  in  who  had  thirteen  dozen  in  one  hour ;  he  was 
fishing  at  Millbay  with  a  rod  and  paternoster,  with  small 
bits  of  mud  worm  as  bait ;  he  says  the  place  was  literally 
swarming  with  them.  The  pollack  seem  to  have  taken 
off  a  bit,  and  are  not  so  much  caught  from  the  piers  as 
from  boats  in  the  offing  between  Drake3  Island  and 
Medding  Point.  Some  very  large  pouting  and  bib  are 
being  taken,  and  also  large  blain.  For  these  you  must 
anchor  your  boat,  and  fish  at  the  bottom  with  the  chop- 
stick  ;  it  is  rather  cold  unless  you  get  plenty  of  sport. 
Flat  fish  are  not  being  tried  for  now,  as  they  are  out  of 
season.  When  the  weather  is  fine,  and  not  much  wind, 
some  fine  prawns  and  shrimps  can  be  caught  amongst  the 
pools  and  rocks  at  low  water  in  any  of  the  bays  between 
Batten  and  Bovisand  ;  some  very  fine  ones  were  taken 
there  on  Thursday  by  a  friend  of  mine.  I  hear  good 
reports  from  the  upper  waters  of  the  rivers  ;  this  has  been 
an  exceptionally  good  season  for  the  salmon  and  peal  to 
get  up  for  spawning.— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Salterton  (Devon).— Bad  times  for  the  local  fisher- 
men. The  whiting  season  has  been  almost  nil,  and  it  is 
unlikely  that  it  will  improve  this  winter,  for  after  the 
early  par^  of  January  the  fish  seldom  are  found  in  Ladram 
Bay,  having  gone  out  to  the  deep  sea.  Herring  drifting 
also  very  poor,  a  few  hundreds  only  having  been  taken  by 
our  boats.  Some  of  the  Exmouth  fleet,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  had  luck,  one  boat  having,  it  is  said,  taken 
30,000  a  few  nights  ago.    No  pollack  fishing. — Heron. 

Valentia. — Pollacking  is  now  giving  good  sport  at  and 
around  this  station,  but  angling  in  other  departments  is  at 
a  standstill.  The  nets  have  had  a  few  hundreds  of  good 
herrings  off  the  coast  near  Portmagee  on  Monday. 


We  beg  to  remind,  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Itlorning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
S.VBt  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan's  Mouse,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  "Club  Report"  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association.  —  The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  17, 
at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  Preservation  Week. — 
Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  £1  Is.  Walton  and  Cotton,  £1  Is.  Iziak 
Walton,  10s.  6d.  Grangfe  Angling  Societies. — R.  Ghurney. 


Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District).— The 
next  visit  on  this  list  is  to  the  Jolly  Butchers  A.S., 
George  lY.,  Walnut  Tree  Walk,  Lambeth,  on  Monday, 
Jan.  17.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  this  occasion. — 
A.  Painter. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Siace  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  3s.  6d.  Hounsfield  Otters,  3s.  Good  Fellowship 
Angling  Societies,  from  their  donation  boxes  ;  and  10s.  as 
a  donation  (per  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.)  from  C.  A.  Payton, 
Esq.,  British  Consulate,  Calais,  France.— R.  Ghurney. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Poits- 
mouth-place,  Linooln's-inn-fields. — On  Jan.  9  Mr.  Hopping 
weighed-in  dace,  winning  the  third  prize  left  over  from 
the  outing  on  Jan.  2.  There  are  still  two  prizes  to  ba 
won  on  Jan.  10,  roving. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun 
Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road,  Clerkenwell.— 
On  Jan.  9  the  following  weighed  in  :  Mr.  Millen,  roach 
and  dace,  71b.  8oz.  (best,  lib.  4oz.) ;  Mr.  G.  Watling, 
reach  and  dace,  71b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Lambarth,  roach  and  dace, 
51b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  Hulme,  loich  and  dace,  41b.  (one  dace, 
720Z.).  Mr.  Nunn,  sen.,  and  Mr.  Hutchingson  also  had 
roach.  On  last  meeting  night  Mr.  Nunn,  jun.,  was  pro- 
posed a  working  member.  It  is  with  deep  regret  I  have 
to  announce  the  death  of  one  of  our  old  and  respected 
members,  Mr.  Reeks,  who  died  rathei:  suddenly  a  few 
days  before  Christmas.  Our  next  prize  outing  takes  place 
at  Shiplake  on  Jan.  16. — A.  Cripps. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk. 
Brandon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.— Several  memberj  fished 
on  Jan.  9  at  Sunbury  for  prizes,  but  were  unsuccessful. 
They  will  be  fished  for  on  Jan.  16  at  Isleworth.  Two 
members  displayed  two  fine  trays  of  roach  and  dace. 
There  was  a  large  muster  of  members  present. — G.  H. 
Allen. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — On  Jan.  9  Messrs. 
Mead  and  Addison  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  Members 
are  reminded  of  open  roving  match  for  jack  on  Jan.  16  ; 
private  waters  hatred ;  bank  only.  The  delegate  to 
Central  Association  gave  in  his  report,  and  Mr.  F.  Wood 
was  proposed  a  working  member. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Fiscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Clapham 
Junction,  S.W. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Jan.  9,  but  met  with  poor  sport.  Mr.  Painter  had  a  few 
roach,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  On  the  23rd  we  fish  a  match 
at  Hampton,  from  ferry  to  Sunbury  Lock ;  tow-path 
only.  Our  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  List  takes  place  on  the 
25th,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  as  it  is  our  first 
visit  on  the  list.  One  minute  from  Clapham  Junction 
steps. — T.  Tringham. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Jan.  9  Mr. 
J.  Taylor  weighed-in  jack,  chub,  roach,  dace,  and  perch 
(81b.  Ofoz.),  one  chub  weighing  21b.  4Joz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Windsor,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Pain,  roach. 
Wednesday  next,  Jan.  19,  will  be  Kmit  night,  when  all 
subscriptions  must  be  paid. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bmuswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Since  my 
last  report  the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Bissell, 
Lees,  Tucker,  Parmenter,  Jones,  and  Kelly,  roach,  perch, 
and  dace.  I  hope  absent  members  will  attend  next 
meeting  night  to  settle  arrears. — J.  Watkins. 

Burlington  Fiscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lington-road, W. — A  nice  show  of  roach  was  weighed-in 
on  Jan.  9  by  T.  Greenslade,  81b.  12oz. ;  Ellis  George, 
chub,  perch,  and  dace  ;  he  also  landed  a  fine  trout  weighing 
4Jlb.,  which,  of  course,  lie  returned.  Oar  next  meeting 
takes  place  on  Jan.  19,  at  9  oclock. — P.  Lavington. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  Jan.  9  Mr.  Elsworthy,  sen.,  weighed- 
in  jack  ;  Mr.  J.  Lee,  jack,  4Jlb.,  taken  whilst  reaching. 
On  Jan.  23  we  tish  for  seven  prizes,  from  Rye  House 
Bridge  to  Fish  and  Eels.  Start  fishing  at  9  a.m.  ;  cease 
at  5  p.m. ;  and  show  fish  at  Fish  and  Eels  not  later  than 
5.30  p.m.  Stewards  :  Messrs.  C.  Wicks  and  R.  Hubbard. 
—P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.  —  The  following  membe  a 
weighed-Ri  on  Jan.  9  :  Messrs.  Marshall,  A.  Hoodless, 
Andrews,  and  Critcher.  We  have  an  outing  to  Harlow  on 
Jan.  23 ;  all  to  start  first  train  from  Liverpool-street ; 
jack  and  gudgeon  barred. — E.  Boxall. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  High-road,  Kilburn. — Our  match  at  Cookham 
proved  a  failure,  only  one  prize  being  taken— by  myself. 
We  tish  it  off  on  Jan.  16;  same  place;  roving;  betweeT 
Cookham  Bridge  and  Bourne  End  Bridge ;  two  rods  ;  all 
fish  to  weigh  ;  to  catch  own  baits  ;  and  to  go  by  first  train 
on  the  morning. — A.  C.  Quick. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — The  mem- 
bers fish  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Jan.  16  a  pegged-down 
match  for  eight  prizes.  Swims  to  be  pegged  from  the 
Blackfoot  Bridge  to  Garrett's  Horse  Bridge.  Draw  for 
swims  at  the  Sportsman's  Arms.  All  to  go  down  by  the 
first  train  on  the  morning. — O.  Jones. 

Central  Association  of  London  Anglers'  Visit- 
ing Iiist. — The  return  visit  of  clubs  on  this  List  was  held 
at  the  St,  Thomas's  A.S.,  Spread  Eagle,  Stangate-street, 
Lambeth,  on  Monday  evening  last,  and  was  a  proaouECsd 
success.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Shaw,  president 
of  the  club,  who  carried  out  an  excellent  programme,  and 
a  pleasant  evening  was  passed.  Twenty-four  societies 
were  present.  Next  visit  will  be  to  the  St.  Albans  A.S. 
— W. 

Clapham  Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Our  next  day's  outing  is  at  Cookham  on  Jan.  16;  boundary 
from  Cookham  Ferry  to  Bourne  End  Railway  Bridge; 
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towpathonly;  usual  conditions  ;  jack  and  gudgeon  barroJ. 
Inspection  of  kits  at  the  "  Gate  Hangs  High  "  ;  train  from 
Paddington,  8.40.  Members  please  note  that  quarterly 
night  is  Jan.  2",  when  the  books  must  be  cleared  or  Eule  9 
wUl  be  strictly  enforced. — G.  T.  Jameso.x. 

Cobdeu  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— Our 
members  are  bringing  home  very  poor  shows  of  fish.  On 
the  9th  Messrs.  A.  Twyman  and  E.  Baxter  weighed-in. 
On  the  10th  Mr.  G.  Percival  had  61b.  lOoz.  of  roach,  the 
best  show  for  some  time.  On  Jan.  2"  our  return  visit  will 
take  place,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  musttr. — T. 
Twyman. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 

Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  E.G. — Since  last 
report  we  have  had  rrach,  dace,  and  perch  shown  by 
Messis.  G.  Norris,  A.  Sherwood,  and  W.  Long.  Will  all 
members  attend  at  the  club  next  Wednesday,  early,  as  we 
have  a  special  general  mea'.  ing  to  arrange  prizes  for  the 
remainder  of  season,  and  other  important  business.  Wed- 
nesday next  will  be  quarterly  night.  I  shall  be  glad  if 
those  in  arrears  will  clear  the  books  on  that  night. — 
G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Jan.  11  we  had  a  fair 
attendance.  Various  items  were  discussed  and  disposed 
0%  among  them  the  election  of  treasurer  in  place  of  Mr. 
W.  Peek,  resigned.  Mr.  H.  Poore  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacint  office.  Members  please  note  that  the  balance- 
sheet  for  the  past  quarter  will  be  presented  on  the  18th. 
I  also  have  several  prizes  to  be  competed  for. — S.  Malby, 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Few  members  were 
out  on  Jan.  9,  but  sport  was  very  quiet.  On  Wednesday 
last  se\eral  items  were  gone  into,  and  Messrs.  A.  Gibbs 
and  C.  Brothers  elected  auditors  for  the  past  season. 
General  meeting  on  Jan.  26  nest.  Members  kindly  note. 
Three  new  working  members  were  nominated  for  election, 
one  being  a  well  known  pisoator  of  forty  years. — H. 
Brock. 

Drayton  Park  Fiscatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  HoUoway-road,  N. — Several  members  report  good 
fish.  On  the  9th  we  Lad  a  good  show  of  roach,  7llb., 
weighed-ia  by — A.  Clayton. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.- — Several  of  our 
members  have  been  out  duriug  the  holidays  and  weighed- 
in  some  nice  shows:  Mtssrs.  Buck,  121b.  15oz.  (one  jack, 
81b.  ojoz.);  Perry,  81b.  4Joz.  loach  ;  Wilkins,  4lb.  lOoz. 
roach ;  Stainsbury,  31b.  12oz.  roach ;  Barker,  21b.  lOoz. 
dace;  Baines,  21b.  3cz.  dace. — W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. —  Very  few  of  our  members  have  been  out 
during  the  past  week  ;  those  who  have  been  out  have  had 
very  poor  sport,  the  rivers  being  very  high  and  thick. 
Mr.  Mathews  had  a  few  pounds  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch 
from  Hampton  Court ;  the. fish  ruled  small,  and  were  all 
returned  to  the  river.  Our  last  outing  resulted  in  the 
first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  Keepin.  We  have  arrangtd 
for  another  outing  on  Jan.  16,  at  the  Broad  Meads, 
Woking,  to  fish  for  Mr.  Leverton's  prize.  Train  leaves 
Clapham  Junction  at  8.40  a.m.,  returning  from  Woking 
at  5.45  p.m.— A.  T. 

Firm  and  Tme  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.— On  Jan.  9  Messrs.  A. 
RoEser,  W.  Hatch,  and  C.  Rosser  weighed-in  a  £ne  show 
of  loich  and  dace  from  the  tidal  water.  We  had  a  gcoi 
muster  of  members  present  at  our  meeting,  and  gome 
important  club  business  was  translated  during  the 
evening.  We  fish  our  match  at  Datchet  on  Jan.  16 ;  leave 
Waterloo  fiist  train. 

Poley  Angling  Society,  The  Prince  of  Wales,  Great 
Barlow-street,  Marylebone.— On  the  9th  inst.  Mr.  Hill 
weighed-in  81b.  Joz.  roach ;  Mr.  W.  Hutchins  also  had  a 
good  show  of  roach  ;  Mr.  P.  G.  Norris,  dace.  On  the 
12th  inst.  Mr.  H.  S.  Noriis,  lOlb.  S|oz.  jack.— H.  S. 
NOEKIS. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate.— On  Jan.  8  Messrs.  E.  Mend- 
ham  and  F.  Nolan  weighed-in  some  fijis  roach,  and  on 
Jan.  9  Messrs.  Inman  and  Head  had  roach,  and  Mr. 
Yammer,  jack.  I  hope  to  see  some  good  jack  on  Jan.  16. 
— C.  S.  C. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— On  the  9th  inst.  Mr. 
Thompson  had  a  nice  sample  of  roach  ;  Mr.  C.  E.  James 
brought  in  a  very  nice  jack  on  the  11th  inst.  There  was 
a  fair  attendance  of  members,  when  it  was  decided  to  have 
our  annual  supper  on  Feb.  22  ;  Mr.  J.  Williams  to  be 
chairman  ;  vice-chairman,  later  on. — E.  Mubphy. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— Mr.  Jeffries  and  Mr.  Ford, 
sen.,  had  a  show  of  roach.  Members  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  fact,  note  that  next  Wednesday, 
Jan.  19,  is  general  meeting  night ;  some  special  business 
will  be  transacted. — C.  Smith. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  N.— On  Jan.  9  several  members 
were  out,  viz.  :  Messrs.  F.  Newton,  J.  Wiltslire,  T. 
Sowerbutts,  and  H.  Bailey,  and  were  well  rewarded  with 
some  handsome  shows  of  roach ;  Mr.  J.  Huntley  had 
dace.  On  Tuesday,  11th  inst.,  we  elected  Mr.  W.  Fish  as 
hon.  member.  The  members  will  compete  for  special 
prizes  on  Jan.  16  at  Ware.  The  audit  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday  next,  Jan.  18. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Uanonbury-road.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
Jan.  9  :  Mr.  Croker,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Burwash,  roach 
and  dace.  We  met  on  Tuesday  (Mr.  J.  Howard,  chair), 
when  it  was  decided  to  fish  a  roving  match  at  Cookham  on 
F eb.  4.  Would  members  who  intend  going  kindly  turn 
up,  also  members  on  the  entertainment  committee,  on 
Tuesday  next,  to  arrange  the  next  concert  ?— J.  H. 
Hesbebt. 


Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — There  were 
three  prizes  competed  for  on  9th  inat.  Only  one  was 
taken,  Mr.  C.  A.  Hay  ward  being  the  winner.  The 
remaining  two  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Jan.  16,  com- 
petitors being  allowed  to  choose  their  owu  fishing  waters 
(private  waters  barred).  Only  one  of  the  three  "  specials  " 
competed  for  on  Wednesday  last,  12th  iust.,  was  taken, 
Mr.  H.  Butt  being  the  winner.  The  remaining  two,  with 
one  added  prize,  will  be  competed  for  again  on  Wednesday 
next,  19th  inst.  ;  same  conditions  as  the  prizes  mentioned 
above. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Jan.  9  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Cook,  roach;  Clark,  Bowdrey,  and  Thompson, 
roach.  At  our  last  meeting  it  was  proposed  that  the 
sum  of  5s.  be  sent  on  towards  the  Thames  River  Keepers' 
Diimer. — W.  Watling. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington  Green,  N. — On  Jan.  9  we  had  a  well  attended 
meeting,  with  Mr.  Lane,  president,  in  the  chiir,  when 
Mr.  J.  W.  Vanner  was  duly  elected  a  member.  Our 
thirteenth  annual  dinner  will  be  heM  on  Feb.  8,  and  a 
dinner  committee  is  appointed  to  arrange  matters.  The 
dinner  will  be  provided  by  Mrs.  Courtain,  our  hostess,  who 
is  doing  her  best  for  the  club  ;  details  as  to  concert,  &c., 
will  be  announced  when  they  are  settled.  Prize  list  for 
last  half-year  was  dealt  with  by  the  committee,  and  the 
prize-winners  decided  ;  prizes  will  be  distributed  on  night 
of  dinner;  audit  and  balance-sheet  on  Tuesday  next. — H. 
Stockdale. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — The  following 
weighed-in  on  the  9th  inst. :  Messrs.  C.  Lamb,  sen., 
E.  Lamb,  and  J.  Eaton.  Jan.  16  match  at  Ware.  Train, 
9.15,  Bethnal  Green. — A.  Lewis. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Jan.  9,  at  Bourne  End,  our  catches  were 
small  and  close  for  the  three  prizes  :  Messrs.  Brooker, 
lOfoz.  ;  Mares,  lOfoz. ;  Eeed,  6|oz, ;  Carr,  6ioz. ;  Silcook, 
6|oz.— R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Our  outing  for 
Christmas  prizes  was  a  great  success,  only  one  fafling  to 
get  fish.  There  were  also  S3veral  of  our  membars  out  on 
Dec.  26  and  27,  the  best  being  a  show  of  roach,  some  121b. 
Monday  next  is  our  quarterly  night,  and  as  there  is  some 
important  business  to  be  brought  forward,  please  show  up 
early.— W.  B. 

B«yal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  the  9th  inst.  the  following 
members  turned  up  with  fish,  viz. :  Messrs.  Priddle  and 
Bardot.  We  were  fairly  attended  last  meeting  night,  and 
g;ot  through  what  business  there  was  to  be  done.  I  should 
like  to  see  a  good  attendance  of  members  next  meeting 
night. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.— We  decided  at  our  last  meeting  that 
on  Jan.  16  eight  prizes  should  be  fished  for.  Each  mem- 
ber is  at  liberty  to  go  where  he  please,  but  must  use  one 
lod  only.  These  prizes  are  the  last  of  the  season. — F. 
Pignatelli. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington  Cross. — Several  members  were  out  on 
Jan.  9.  Messrs.  Brown,  Beale,  Morrell,  and  Leighton  had 
shows  of  roach  and  dace.  We  fish  a  competition  at 
Staines  on  Jan.  16  ;  all  members  to  return  by  5.18  train. 
Wednesday,  Jan.  26,  supper  and  concert  for  members  and 
friends.  We  take  the  next  visit  on  the  Central  Associa- 
tion.   Date  next  week. — H.  Allan 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Hart,  Stoke 
Nevrington-road,  N. — Our  member,  Mr.  King,  weighed-in 
a  fine  chub,  51b.  (full),  which  has  gone  to  Messrs.  Cooper 
and  Sons  for  pres:-rvation,  which,  with  the  one  5Ib.  2Joz. 
already  in  their  hands,  caught  by  the  same  angler,  will 
make  two  tine  cases,  and  a  good  addition  to  our  already 
fine  collection.  Mr.  Jeffery  ("  Straw  Hat  ")  was  out  last 
week  fishing  tie  Mole,  when  he  hooked  a  fine  pike,  and, 
after  playing  the  fish  for  about  seven  or  eight  minutes,  he 
(the  fish)  took  both  their  hooks  (his  and  also  Mr. 
Jeffrey's).  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednes- 
day next  for  important  business.— C.  Tilbuky. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — On  Jan.  9  M.  Clark  and 
Woollon  had  roach.  Our  next  outing  will  take  place  on 
Jan.  23,  at  Shiplake.  Train  leaves  Paddington  at  9  a.m., 
return  5.25  p.m. — Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  this  list  goes  to  the  Battersea  Fiscatorials, 
Winstanley  Arms,  Winstanley-road ,  Clapham  Junction, 
on  Tuesday.  Jan.  25. — Alf  Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Societ.v,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Bhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — On  Jan.  9  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  W.  Morgan,  roach;  W.  Woodford,  roach;  G. 
Chamberlain,  roach  ;  W.  Gerrard,  roach.  We  have 
special  business  to  transact  on  Friday  next.  I  hope  all 
members  will  show  up. — W.  Woodford. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Strat- 
ford New  Toivn,  E. — The  follovring  weighed-in  on  Jan.  9  : 
Mr.  T.  Sandilands,  roach,  91b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  F.  Humphres, 
roach;  and  on  the  11th  F.  Bates,  dace  and  roach.  On  the 
23rd  we  fish  a  boundary  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. — 

G.  F.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — On  Jan.  9  we 
fished  for  Christmas  competition  prizes  at  Windsor,  but 
only  ten  prizes  out  of  sixteen  offered  were  taken,  the  prize 
winners  being:  First,  Messrs.  C.  Lock;  second,  H. 
Alder  ;  third,  F.  C.  Gerrard;  fourth,  H.  Hare  ;  fifth,  C. 
Boreham;  sixth,  A.  Quilter  ;  seventh,  C.  Chalk;  eighth, 

H.  Holt ;  ninth,  A.  Sherman  ;  tenth,  D.  A.  Parker.  The 
remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  Wiadnor  on  Jan,  16  j 


iame  conditions.  Mr.  Shermm,  one  day  last  week,  had 
some  nice  fish  from  Berkshire  (heaviest  roach,  lib.  13Joz  , 
and  peioh,  17oz.).  During  the  evening  we  had  a  new 
member  introduced  to  the  club,  Mr.  L.  Holmes.  Next 
Tuesday,  after  the  ordinary  meeting,  a  meeting  will  be 
held  on  the  private  fishery  question. — E.  Jkn.vi.vos. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cak- 
donian-road. — Our  members  fished  for  four  prizes  at 
Bourne  End  on  Thursday,  6th  inst.,  resulting  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Mills,  first,  51b.  SJoz  ;  Mr.  Silverlock,  sennnf", 
51b.  IJoz.  ;  Mr.  George,  third,  21b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  Biues, 
fourth,  21b.  4ioz.— Thos.  F.  Ward. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Dapttord. — Several  members  were 
out  on  Jan.  9,  but  returned  with  blanks.  We  fish  a  match 
on  Jan.  16  at  Taplow  for  several  money  prizes;  and  the 
rest  of  the  given  prizes. — H.  Tvler. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Jan.  9  Mr.  Austin  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach.  On 
Jan.  21  we  have  a  concert  on  behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S., 
when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  all  angling  friends  ; 
ladies  invited. — T.  Austin. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
had  fish  :  On  the  2nd  Mr.  C.  M.  Payne  had  a  grand  show 
of  dace ;  on  the  4th  Mr.  A.  Pain,  roac'a  and  dace  ;  on  the 
9th  Mr.  Allan  had  jack.  We  had  a  good  meating  on  the 
11th,  and  some  important  business  was  tiaasucted.  On 
Tuesday  next  the  arrangements  will  be  made  for  our  next 
match. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.  —  On  Wednesday  last 
there  was  a  very  good  attendance,  when  it  was  proposed 
we  have  a  leg  of  mutton  supper  outing  at  Cookham  on 
Feb.  6,  conditions  to  follow.  At  our  last  general  meeting 
the  following  officers  were  re-elected:  Mr.  Templeman, 
chairman  ;  Mr.  P.  Haydon,  assistant-sec.  On  Jan.  9  the 
following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Bradley,  bream ;  Price, 
bream  ;  Dickson,  roach;  Wake,  dace. — F.  E.  Haydon. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — At  the  annual 
general  meeting  on  Jan.  5,  Mr.  B.  Helwig  was  unanimously 
electei  president,  Mr.  T.  Marshall,  chairman  ;  and  Mr, 
H.  Wigg,  secretaiy.  Mr.  Odart  weighed-in  a  couple  of 
lice  pike  (8Ib.  2oz.  and  71b.  lloz.)  and  roach.  Now  the 
holidays  are  over,  we  hope  to  keep  the  clerk  of  the  scales 
busy.— H.  W. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
An  open  general  outing  takes  place  on  Jan.  16,  at  Cook- 
ham ;  all  competitors  to  start  from  Paddington  Sta'iou 
by  the  8.40  a.m.  train.  Messrs.  J.  H.  Risdon  and  C. 
Pearson  were  first  and  second  respectively  in  the  com- 
petition of  Jan.  9. — W.  Wray. 


Jingling 

January  16. 


Alma  :  Lap9;d  prize  outing. 
Amicable  Waltonians  :  Prize  outing. 
Anchor  and  Hope  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Anglers'  Pride  :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 
Battersea  Friendly  :  Roving  match. 
Campbell  United  :  Match  at  Cookhini. 
Canning  Town  :  Prize  outing. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Prize  outing. 
Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Woking. 
Firm  and  True  :  Match  at  Datchet. 
Hoxton  Brotheis  :  Match  at  Ware. 
Jubilee  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 
Ro3alOak:  Roving  match. 
St.  Alban's  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
Sundial :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
United  Brotheis :  Match  at  Taplow. 
Walworth  Waltonians  :  General  outing. 
January  17. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
Blackfriars  :  Farewell  concert  to  Host  VVillson. 
Jolly  Butchers :  Visit. 
Piscatorial  Society  :  Half-yearly  m  -eting. 


Jan.  23.—: 


23. 
23. 

23. 

23.  - 

24.  - 


26. 
27.- 
30. 
30. 
30. 
30. 

30. 
30. 
31.- 
4. 
6. 
O.- 


Feb. 4.— 


8.- 
13.- 
22.- 
27.- 


-Batters  3a  Fiscatorials  :  Match  at  Hampton 
-Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  Match  at  Kye 
House. 

-Camden  :  Outing  to  Hat  low. 
-Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
-Piscatorial   Society :    Smoking  concert 
presentation  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham. 
-Battersea  Fiscatorials  :  Visit. 
-St.  Alban's  :  Sujiper  and  concert. 
-Cobden  :  Visit. 

-Allason  United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Walton 
-Albion  :  Match  at  Walton. 
-Bermondsey  Brothers  :  January  competition. 
-Brompton  :  Competition  and  dinner  at  Pang- 
bourne. 

-Queen's  Fiscatorials :  Outing  to  Cookham 
-Wenlock:  Match  at  Windsor. 
-St,  John's  :  Visit. 

-Isliagton  Brothers :  Match  at  Cookham. 
-Highbury  :  Cuting. 
-Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
-Piicatc  rial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Dalston:  A. B.S.  concert. 
-Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
-Good  Intent :  Annual  supper. 
-Elgin  i  Match  at  Usbridge, 
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RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Thames  (Datchet). — The  water  is  in  first-rate  con- 
dition, and  the  fish  are  feeding  well.  On  Wednesday,  with 
Dr.  Bateman,  A.  Hewlett,  141b.  of  roach  ;  to-day 
(Thursday),  with  Mr.  George  Shepherd,  who  has  not  been 
down  for  some  time  owing  to  the  loss  of  his  wife,  30lb.  of 
good  roich,  many  of  the  fish  weighing  lib.  and  over  :  all 
caught  in  Datchet  reach. — J.  Keene. 

— • —  (Marlow). — The  water  is  now  a  good  colour  and 
height.  In  fact  it  looks  very  likely  both  for  jack  and 
roach,  more  especially  as  they  have  been  "  off "  so  long, 
in  consequence  of  which  I  fully  expect  to  hear  of  fome 
captures  during  the  next  few  days.  Anglers  should  take 
advantage  of  the  present  fair  weather  whilst  it  lasts. — 

C.  L.  M.A-THEWS. 

  (Streatley). — Nothing  much  has  been  done.  Mr. 

J.  Sams  (Friendly  Anglers)  took  one  small  pike  yesterday, 
about  31b.,  out  with  Bartholomew  ;  water  is  getting  in 
condition ;  glass  is  very  high ;  if  we  don't  get  any  lain 
water  will  do  well  about  Monday. — Horace  J.  Gaednee. 

Ant  (Stalham). — A  good  catch  of  bream  has  just 
been  made  with  white  paste  in  the  reach  near  Wayford 
Bridge,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  while  the  weather  holds 


o\)en  they  could  be  caught  in  good  numbers  there  ;  so 
seldom  is  this  part  of  the  river  tried  by  coarse  fishei  men 
in  the  winter  moni  hs,  that  it  is  hardly  known.  Very  little 
has  been  done  with  jack  up  to  the  present  (since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  season)  on  the  Broads.  Just  a  little  time 
since  Mr.  Rose  and  friend,  of  Woodford,  had  thirty  fish 
(pike)  from  a  private  water  near  here  in  a  short  day.  They 
had  fifty  runs;  bait  used,  Thames  dace. — Alma  Nichols. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach;  Cambridge).— 
Time  of  writing,  weather  mild,  with  fog  in  the  morning 
and  evening  ;  water  in  excellent  trim  for  all-round  fishing, 
whether  it  is  for  angling  or  spinning.  This  is  all  fiea 
water.  The  lock  keeper  told  me  this  week  the  roach  are 
now  moving  up  to  the  locks,  in  fact  the  liver  here  is  full  of 
them.  During  the  week  some  decent  catches,  several 
over  lib.  each.  The  pike,  this  mild  weather,  have  not 
been  on  the  feed  quite  so  well,  although  some  days  four 
fish  to  one  rod.  The  landlord  at  the  Green  Man  Inn,  on 
the  spot,  with  the  lock  keeper,  have  alvrays  a  good  stock 
in  hand  of  live  bait — dace  and  roach.  I  find  they  charge 
the  small  price  of  twenty  fish,  baits  up  to  Gin.  long,  at 
Is.  3d.  the  soore.  Boats  and  baited  swims.  Comfortable 
angling  accommodation  at  the  inn ;  only  ten  minutes' 
walk  from  the  station.  Bank  angling.  Clean,  boiled 
wheat  for  roach. — John  O'Geoege. 


Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  trout  season  of  1898 
promises  to  open  under  unusually  favourable  circum- 
stances, after  a  highly  favourable  time  for  the  Sf  awning 
fish,  and  in  unusually  mild  weather.  Of  course,  there  ms,y 
be  a,  slip  between  the  cup  and  the  lip,  but  the  outlook  is 
distinctly  favourable  at  present  for  a  successful  opening  of 
the  season. — D.  and  W.  H.  Fostee. 

Lea. — The  water  has  been  in  condition,  and  at  the  time 
of  writing  a  nice  stream  was  reported  to  be  running  for 
roach.  No  good  baskets,  however,  have  come  under  my 
notice,  but  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  upper 
waters.  Perch  have  been  caught  here  and  ther^",  also  a 
few  pike.  Mr.  Lee,  early  in  the  week,  in  the  Ferry  Boat 
water  at  Tottenham,  took  a  pike  of  4Jlb.  while  ledgering 
for  roach.  I  am  informed  that  several  anglers  have  lately 
met  with  sport  in  that  part  of  the  river. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).— The  river  is  in  excellent 
condition,  and  some  more  good  bags  have  been  taken.  On 
Thursday,  Jan.  13,  Mr.  H.  Clarke  and  H.  E.  Rowe 
caught  501b.  weight  oF  pike,  and  a  perch  weighing  21b. ; 
and  Mr.  Tomlin,  Yorkshire  Grey,  Leytonstone-road, 
Stratford,  caught  251b.  of  pike  on  the  same  day,  and  there 
ia  every  prospect  of  some  more  good  catches. — Isaac 
RoLPH  (Ram  Hotel). 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).  —  Flood  has  quite  dia- 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  — Habdt  Bros.,  L.  &  N.  British 
Works. 

Ampthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Mants.— E.  Chambeblain. 
Ashbonrna.— D-  and  W.  H.  Foster. 
Barnstaple,  H.  Devon.— J-  Rowe,  62, 

High-street.  

Becclea — R-  Tilnby  &  Son.  

Belfast. — J.  Bbaddsll  &  Son,  21,  Castle- 
place.  

Biggleswade. — H.  W.  Morgan,  Bridge 
House  Inn. 

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  Allpobt, 
50,  Whittall-street. 
C.  BowLEE,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 
T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hoapital-st. 
J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
James  Moegan,  2J,  Aston-road. 
W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbast on- street*. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul's-square. 
W.  H.  Rtdeb  &  Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-at. 
Wm.  Stebnbebg,  43,  Soho-hill.  

Bishop  Auckland  — W.  J.  Cummins, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 
Blackburn. — James  Gbegson,  Ponny-st. 
Bolton. — W.  Bleaklet,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend.— E.  H.  Dyer,  19  A  20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundby  &  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Mannfaoturera. 
William  James. 
Geoege  Kenway. 
W.  TucKEB,  Manafactnrer. 

BnOth  Wells.— Septimus  Pbicb,  12, 
High-street. 

W.  B.  Eobeets,  Anglers'  Dep6t. 


Burton  -  on  -  Trent. 

High-street. 


-T.  HORNE,  106, 


Burton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff. — E.  Richaedson,  "Silver  Fish," 
Bridge-street. 
William  Da  vies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — R.  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  ConnelL— J.  Enbight  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 
Ogden  &  Scotfoed,  Pittville.  [Whola- 
sale  &  Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  BevQw  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe  — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Darlington. — J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson.  55.  Carrington-at. 
Dublin.— C.  Weekes  a  Co.,  26  &~27, 
_    RBHei-anay.  [Wholesale  &  Retail.] 
Eton. — B.  E.  Bambeidge. 


Exeter.— W.  Osbobne,  251,  High-atrset. 
E.  F.  Pbickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth.— Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terraoe. 

Fairford.  Gloa. — Samuel  Bubgb. 

Felton  — W.  DoBSON,  West  Thnraton. 

Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 
H.  Salingbe,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings. — Dowsett,  A.  C,  10,  York 
Buildings. 


Hereford  —T.  Cooke,  22^,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford. — Simson  &  Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bbos.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  —  J.  Graham  &  Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis- street. 

Killarney. — T.  McCarthy,  Main-street. 

Singsbridge,  S.  Devoa.- S.  Perbott, 

109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.  R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 
J.  E.  WiLLiNGHAM,  35,  High-strect. 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High- st 

Leamington  Spa. — J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Peancis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

E.  Laurence,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester —R-  Fludb,  5,  Weat-bridge. 

Leyburn.  Yorks.— J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 

 Office.   

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 

[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andrews  &  Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

M.  Barnes,  1,  St.  Swithin's-square. 
J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  —  w.   Ramsbottom,  14b, 

North  John-street. 
H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 
R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-atreet. 

Llandovery,  Wales.  — Evan  Davies, 

 High-street. 

London.— S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholeaale  only.] 

T.  Aldbed,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 

Alfeed  a  Son,  20.  Moorgate-et..  E.C. 

P.  Anstis,?,  23,  First-street,  Walton- 
street,  S?.W. 

Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Net- 
ting Hill. 

W.  Babtleet  a  Sons,  11  &  12,  Gold- 
smith-street, Wood-street,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Benetfink  &  Co.,  89,  90,  107  &  108, 
Cheapside,  E.G. 


London — Continued. 
J.  Bernard  A  Sons,  5,  Churoh-plaoe, 

Piccadilly. 
Mrs.    L.    J.    Bbocas,    Ply-Tier,  5, 

Rochester-row,  S.W. 
C.  J.  Bbown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Cabter  a  Co.,  137,  St.  John-street- 

road,  E.C. 
R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Eentiah 

Town. 

Eaton  A  Dellbb,  6  A  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

C.  Faelow  &  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
Forrest  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 

Oxford- street,  W. 
Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew'a-street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 

J.  GiLLBTT,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  A  Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

W.  T.  Hancock  A  Co.,  4,  Pall  Mall- 
place,  and  308,  High  Holborn. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 

G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A.  Balmer),  62, 
Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 

HoLBROW  A  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  W. 

HoLEOYD  Bros.,  59,  Graoechuroh-street, 
E.C. 

G.  Little  A  Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James's. 

Military  Equipment  Stores  &  Tor- 
toise Tent  Co.,  Ltd.,  61,  Pall  Mall 

Ogden  A  Scotford,  19,  Leicester- 
square. 

Ogden  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park 
Corner,  S.W. 

J.  Peek  A  Son,  40,  Gray's  Inn-rd.,  W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

S.  Price  A  Co.,  8,  Seymonr-atreet, 
Euston-square. 

J.  Richaedson  (late  of  Dunhill's),  111, 
Judd-street,  King's  Cross,  N.W. 

Mrs  SowEEBUTTS,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-atreet,  Penton- 
viUe,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 

ston- square,  W. 
P.  T.  Williams  A  Co., "  Silver  Trout," 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel, — C.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Broad,  Queen-street. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Feabn,  38,  Chester- 
gate. 

Machynlleth.  —  B.  Pearoe,  Coventry 
House. 

Manchester. — W.  Chambers  A  Co.,  26, 
Market-place. 

Haedt  Bros.,  12  and  14,  Moult-street, 
Cross-street. 

B.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slater,  Stodman-st. 
Newcastle-on-Tjrne.- J.  R.  Bolton, 

147,  Northumberland-street. 
MuRTON.  [Wholesale  A  Retail.] 
Thos.  Pape  27,  Collingwood-Btreet. 


Newtown,  N.Wales.— Ered.W.  Cooke, 
Short  Bridge-street. 

Northampton.— Geo.  Timms,  6.  The 

Groan. 

Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd  54  London-at,  ; 
J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensum-street. 

Nottingham. — S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 
Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 
J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 
W.  Wells  A  Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 
E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham. — J-  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Worka. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-at. 

Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-at. 

Plymouth.  —  Thomas    Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 
C.  A  R.  Brooks,  62,  Southside- street. 

Beading, — J.  Pebby  a  Co.,  6,  Miuater- 
parade. 

Bedditch. — S.  Allcock  A  Co.,  Standard 

Worka.       [Wholesale  only.] 
W.  Babtleet  A  Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfeed  Bookeb  A  Co.  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  MiLWARD  A  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  A  Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 

only.] 

Richmond  -  on  -  Thames.— Qaynor  a 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
EvEBABD  Ripley,  5,  Eing-atreet. 

Richmond,  Yorks. — Chas.  Spencbb, 

Finkle-street. 

Rothbury.— W.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 

Scarborough. — S.  M.  Patbick,  5,  North- 
street,  Newboro'. 
Wm.  J.  Clabke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  A  Macphebson 
62,  High-street. 
Cox  A  Son,  28,  High-atreet. 

Swansea. — B.  Evans  a  Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Dep6t,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-at. 

Thetford. — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston.— A.  Bargh,  Bridge-at. 

Torrington,  N.Devon.— J.  D.  Bastard, 

Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.— J.  L 

Andbews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  —  D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton.— T.  Shakkspeabk,  9, 

Market-street. 

York.— H.  T.  Llotd,  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Davy-Rate. 
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appeared,  and  the  water  a  good  colour.  Jack  are  very 
busy  chasing  the  bait  in  all  the  deep  lay  byes,  ond  some 
very  nice  roach  have  been  taken  this  week  on  bread 
cubes. — A.  S. 

Yorkshire  Rivers. — The  above  have  been  full  of  gnow 
water  for  at  least  ten  days,  and  fishing  of  any  kind  has 
been  out  of  the  question.  They  are  now,  however,  fining 
down  nicely,  and  if  only  there  was  a  bit  of  frost  the 
grayling  season  might  end  well.  As  it  is,  there  is  very 
little  hope. — Francis  M.  W.-ilbkan. 

CLUBS. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Windsor  Com- 
petition Committee. — Committee  Uooms,  Queen's  Arms, 
lA,  Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  W. — The  final  meeting 
took  place  on  Jan.  13,  and  we  decided  to  pay  over  to  the 
A.B.8.  on  Jan.  14.  The  auditors'  report  was  read  by 
Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  J.  Gibbons,  and  pissed  by  the 
committee,  and  the  surplus  for  the  A.B.S.  is  a  grand  one, 
and  we  thank  all  prize  donors  and  those  who  worked  for  a 
good  cause.  The  committee  will  have  an  outing  early  in 
March,  at  Langley  A.A.  waters,  to  be  photographed,  and 
I  hope  all  committeemen  wUl  notice  F.  Q.  for  date. — 
Ben  Abrahams. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney. — On  Jan.  9  Mr.  A 
Borlett  weighed-in  roach  and  a  nice  chub  ;  Mr.  C.  Osborne 
perch;  others  had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Absent 
members  please  note  we  fish  a  match  at  Walton  on  Jan.  30, 
H.  Haines. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.  —  We  had  a  good 
meeting  on  Wednesday ;  a  lot  of  business  got  through ; 
Mr.  Harding  weighed-in  roach  on  Jan.  9 ;  Mr.  Stephenson, 
roach  and  dace.  Members  please  to  attend  next 
Wednesday,  as  business  of  importance  has  to  be  settled 
we  have  room  for  a  few  good  working  members. — G. 
Haynes. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  some  fine  shows  of  roach.  On  Jan.  9  Mr. 
Morris  weighed-in  roach,  the  largest  one  weighing  lib.  9oz. 
I  should  like  to  see  members  turn  up  on  Wednesday  next 
to  arrange  our  punt  outing. — J.  R. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  (Jxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — 
We  had  a  good  attendance  on  the  12th  inst. ;  another  work 
ing  member  joined  us.  On  Jan.  9,  G.  Blades  had  a  good 
show  of  fish;  H.  Smith  had  a  tench  from  the  Thames  ; 
Mr.  Sturmarch  had  a  roach  from  Thames,  close  on  lib. ; 
E.  Jackson  had  roach  and  dace.  Several  others  had  fish. 
Our  match  for  several  prizes  takes  place  at  the  Lock  Cut, 
Walton,  on  Jan.  30.  Entries  close  on  Wednesday 
previous. — Ben. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — Our  competition  on  Jan.  9,  at 
Selham,  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  H.  Mallett,  sen.,  first; 
Mr.  T.  Bowling,  second  ;  and  Mr.  H.  Mallett,  third  ;  Mr. 
W.  Eggby  also  having  fish.  There  are  still  two  prizes 
left  over  to  be  fished  for  on  Jan.  16  (roving),  go  where  you 
please.  A  letter  having-  been  read  from  the  T.A.P.S.  in 
reference  to  the  river  keepers'  dinner,  the  usual  half- 
crown  was  voted  by  the  meeting. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E.— The  result  of  our  match  at 
Hampton  Court  was  :  Mr.  Merrygold,  first ;  Mr.  Sharplees, 
second ;  Mr.  Cooper,  fourth ;  Mr.  Summerville.  Mr. 
Wheelhouse  weighed-in  a  grand  show  of  roach  from  other 
waters.  Will  members  and  friends  kindly  take  notice 
that  our  host,  Mr.  J.  R.  Willson,  will  have  a  farewell 
concert  at  the  above  address  next  Monday,  when  all  are 
welcome. — J.  Foster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Doyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— The  annual  competi 
tion  will  take  place  at  Pangbourne  on  Jan.  30.  After  the 
competition  dinner  will  be  served  at  the  Swan  Hotel ;  all 
competitors  to  go  down  by  the  first  train  from  Paddington ; 
two  rods  allowed  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  according  to  club  rules 
Memberj  please  note  the  date. — H.  R. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— The  quarterly  delegate  meeting  of  the  above  will 
be  held  on  Thursday  next,  Jan.  20,  at  9.15  p.m.,  at  the 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.— F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Jan.  9  several  of 
our  members  were  out,  and  amongst  the  fish  weighed-in 
was  a  nice  chub,  taken  by  Mr.  Pound.  Will  members 
kindly  attei  d  as  early  as  possible  on  Tuesday  next  ■ 
important  business  ?— E.  J.  M. 

.Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Notting 
HiU.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  Jan.  9.  Mr. 
Wilson  took  the  best  fish,  a  pike  which  weighed  71b.  Soz.[ 
from  the  Langley  and  Slough  Canal.  A  match  is  arranged 
f  o  take  place  in  the  Runniug  Pound,  Uxbridge,  on  Feb.  27  • 
first  train  down. — G.  King.  ' 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Lross-lane,  Tottenham.— On  Jan.  2  the  following  weighed- 
in  ;  Messrs.  L.  Warwick,  perch  and  roach,  61b.  8oz.  (three 
specimen  perch,  lib.  7|o3.,  lib.  2ioz.,  and  lib.  l^oz.) ;  H.  S. 
yvarwick,  jack  and  perch,  61b.  8oz.  (one  specimen  perch 
lib.  lljoz.) ;  Sifried,  jnn.,  chub,  41b^  lloz. ;  Wells,  roach, 


an  outing  on  Feb.  6,  probably  up  the  Thames,  and  I  hope 
members  will  attend  next  Wednesday  to  decide  final 
details.— E.  W. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
bourne-road. — On  Jan.  16  we  fish  a  match  between 
Boveney Lock  and  Windsor  Bridge  ;  two  rods;  all  fish  to 
weigh,  but  members  must  catch  their  own  live  bait  after 
arrival.  Five  prizes.  Cease  fishing  at  o  p  m. ;  return 
together  or  be  disqualified.— A.  Ide. 

Maldon   and    Heybridge   Angling  Society, 
White  Lion,    FuUbridge,    Maldon.  —  The  last  of  the 
Christmas  prizes  have  been  taken  with  a  good  show  of 
roach,  A.  M.  Bavery,   S.  Vince,  H.  Hutchinson,  and 
B.  Severs  the  most  succe.:sful.    On  the  9th  inst.  Mr.  Ben 
Bevers  secured  some  vei-y  fine  roach  from  the  Langford 
waters,  some  of  which  scaled  IJlb.  each;  and  S.  Vince 
also  had  a  nice  show  on  the  tame  date.    The  waters  being 
in  good  condition,  several  of  the  London  anglers  piid  us  a 
visit,  and  most  of  them  had  very  good  sport  indeed  on  the 
10th  inst.    Mr.  T.  Sandiland,  of  the  Stratford  Angling 
Society,  a  persevering  angler,  had  a  splendid  bag  of  roach, 
several  scaling  over  lib.  each.    Mr.  G.  Chamberlain  and 
W.  Woodford,  of  the  Stepney  Angling  Society,  also  had 
some  good  roach,  some  up  to  l^lb.  each.    Messrs.  Hill 
and  Hutcbings,  of  the  Foley  Angling  Society,  secured 
some  good  roach  and  dace,  the  former  taking  over  twenty- 
five  fish  in  all.    H.  Mills  and  Ben  Lees  also  had  a  good 
show  of  fish.     Messrs.  Briggs  Bros,  and  S.  Dungate, 
of  the  Brompton  Angling  Society,  also  had  some  nice 
roach.    Messrs.  Ben  Bevers,   S.  Vince,  F.  Anderson, 
and    W.    Wyatt.     of    the    Maldon    and  Heybridge 
Angling  Society,  have  had  some  excellent  roach  from  the 
preserved  waters  at  Langford  during  the  past  few  days, 
and  F.  Keen  two  nice  pike.    I  have  not  seen  such  good 
bags  of  fish  all  the  season  as  I  saw  on  the  10th,  and 
anglers  were  numerous,  too,  most  all  getting  good  sport. 
The  water  is  in  good  colour  and  conditions  favourable,  and 
anglers  should  make  the  best  use  of  their  time  now  up  to 
the  end  of  the  season,  as  the  waters  here  are  well  stocked 
with  fine  roach.    I  take  the  present  opportunity  of  thank- 
ing the  donors  of  the  prizes  given  for  the  Boxing  Day 
competition,  and  beg  to  say  they  were  very  much  appre- 
ciated by  the  winners.    Tickets  for  the  Langford  Fishery 
may  be  had  by  the  anglers  who  wish  for  specimen  fish  for 
season  prizes,  on  application  to  F.  Keen,  26,  Spital-road, 
Maldon ;  or  to  G.  Wrake,  White  Lion,  Maldon.— F. 
Keen. 

2neen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-rcad. — On  Jan.  9  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  G.  Winsby,  J.  Winsby,  sen.,  and  Geo.  Keene. 
Members  do  not  forget  30th  inst. ,  outing  to  Cookham.  An 
ordinary  day's  fishinsr  ;  two  rods,  and  carry  live  bait  if  you 
wish  it.  Leave  Paddington  by  the  8.40  a.m.  train.  Any 
further  particulars  can  be  obtained  by  applying  at  the 
clubhouse. — Geo.  Keene. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.  — We  had  a  rather  small 
show  of  roach  and  perch  on  Jan.  9  by  Messrs.  Warren, 
Johnson,  and  Musgrave.  We  have  had  to  alter  the  dite 
of  our  return  visit  from  Monday,  Jan.  24,  to  Monday, 
Jan.  31.    Secretaries  please  note. — F.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas'  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — Our  meeting 
on  the  Central  Association  on  Monday  night  was  a  great 
success  ;  there  were  twenty-four  clubs  represented,  with  a 
good  muster  from  each.  The  sum  of  10s.  6d.  will  be  sent 
to  the  Anglers'  Preservation  Society  from  members  of  the 
St.  Thomas'  and  friends.  We  also  beg  to  thank  our 
president  (Mr.  W.  Shaw),  and  also  our  treasurer  (Mr. 
Feldon),  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  conducted  the 
meeting.  The  result  of  fishing  last  week  was  some  fine 
roach,  taken  by  Mr.  G.  George,  the  largest  21b.  Joz.  ; 
total,  131b.  4oz. — G.  George. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Eoydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  the  9th  inst.  several  of  our  members 
were  out,  the  following  members  weighing-in  some  nice 
takes  of  fish  :  Mr.  Renn,  roach  ;  Mr.  Sullivan,  dace  ;  and 
Mr.  Maples,  dace  and  perch.  Members  please  note  that 
our  next  match  takes  place  at  Windsor  on  Jan.  30. — W. 
Harden. 


"  One  of  the  most  interesting  sights,"  says  the 
Warrington  Guardian,  "especially  to  naturalists,  may  be 
witnessed  in  the  new  greenhouse  at  the  Warrington  Town 
HaU,  where  a  large  number  of  trout  ova  are  being  hatched, 
under  the  care  of  the  park  keeper,  Mr.  Ashton.  The  ova 
may  be  seen  in  every  stage,  from  the  first  appearance  of 
the  eye  spot  to  the  young  fish  in  embryo,  called  by  pisci- 
culturists '  alevios.'  No  one  unacquainted  with  the 
appearance  of  the  fish  on  leaving  the  egg  would  imagine 
that  they  were  fish  at  all.  We  understand  that  the 
hatchery  wiU  be  shown  to  the  ratepayers  on  any  weekday 
on  appUcation  to  the  park  keeper." 


captured  by  the  two  visitors,  and  he  confidently  t  jld  Mr. 
Clark  that  the  dream  would  be  fulfilled.  Mr.  Clark 
smilingly  remarked  that  he  was  not  a  believer  in  dreams, 
to  which  Mr.  Lewis  replied,  "  Ah  !  Well,  we  shall  see." 
The  lines  were  thrown  out,  acd  Mr.  Clark  pulled  out  a 
few  small  fish,  and  then  caught  one  .several  pounds  in 
weight.  Mr.  Stone,  who  is  not  an  experienced  pike  fisher, 
had  many  runs,  but  did  not  succeed  in  hooking  a  fish.  Mr. 
Clark  gave  him  instructions  how  to  throw  out  his  bait 
prop  rly,  and  in  a  few  minutes  Mr.  Stone  had  another 
run,  and  in  this  cise  hooked  his  fish.  It  was  at  once 
evident  that  a  large  and  powerful  pike  had  been  hooked. 
In  a  few  minutes  this  became  further  evident  by  the 
monster  coming  to  the  surface  of  the  water  f  or  an  instant, 
and  then  disappearing.  It  required  skilful  manipulation 
to  keep  the  fish  under  control,  and  a  considerable  period 
to  overpower  and  land  it  into  the  boat.  The  prize  was 
something  to  be  proud  of,  for  it  measured  45in.  ia  length, 
and  weighed  just  over  261b.  This  was  the  hour  of  Mr. 
Lewis's  triumph.  Looking  at  the  fish,  and  then  at  Mr. 
Clark,  he  said,  "  There,  you  see  ;  that  is  the  largest  fish  I 
have  ever  seen  taken  out  of  Hurcott  Pool."  '  The  fish  has 
been  sent  to  London  to  be  set  up." 


21b.  3oz.  Also  on  Jan.  9  :  Messrs.  Sifried,  jun.,  six  chub, 
91b  6oz.  (winning  the  fortnightly  prize) ;  Sifried,  sen., 
jack,  51b.  lljoz. ;  Wells,  roach,  21b.  4oz.  ;  L.  Warwick 
roach  and  rudd,  21b.  Other  members  were  out,  but  met 
1-1.  ^P"'*^-  ^^^'^  members  kindly  note  that  there  are 
stiU  three  Christmas  prizes  to  be  won.— W.  Lefevre. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
lollmgton-road,  N.— During  the  week  the  following  have 
weighed-M:  S.  Stone,  roach  and  dace  (best  fish,  dace, 
njoz.) ;  G.  H.  Rutherford,  61b.  roach  and  chub ;  T.  a! 
^"'w.  roach  and  chub,  81b.  (best  fish,  roach,  lib.  gjoz.). 
J.  and  G.  Parsons  also  had  a  few  roach.    We  shall  have 


A  Kidderminster  correspondent,"  says  "  Halcyon  " 
in  the  weekly  supplement  to  the  Leeds  Mercurij,  "who 
states  that,  although  not  an  angler,  he  has  read  my 
weekly  notes  for  many  years,  sends  me  the  following. 
Now,  then,  all  you  who  believe  in  dreams,  &c.,  listen 
attentively  :  "  A  few  days  ago,  Mr.  Clark,  postmaster  of 
Kidderminster,  who  has  for  many  years  been  a  disciple  of 
Izaak  Walton,  obtained  permission  of  Mr.  Jobson  to  fish 
for  pike  in  Hurcott  Pool.  His  companion  was  Mr.  Frank 
Stone,  son  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Stons,  of  Land  Oak,  and  Mr. 
Lewis,  the  keeper,  was  also  present.  Before  the  lines 
were  thrown  into  the  water,  Mr.  Lewis  made  a  singular 
remark,  which  was  very  soon  literally  fulfilled.  He  told 
Mr.  Clark  that  his  wife  had  dreamt  on  the  previous  night 
that  the  largest  pike  ever  caught  in  the  pool  had  been 


When  Lord  Rosebsry's  famous  resignation  speech  at 
Oxford  was  telegraphed  into  the  newspaper  offices  it 
dribbled  in  very  slowly.  One  sub-editor  in  the  north,  it 
is  related,  being  weary  of  his  task,  gave  expression  to  his 
feelings  of  relief  by  writing,  unconsciously,  perhaps,  on 
the  last  slip  of  the  message,  technically  called  a  flimsy, 
the  words  "Thank  God,"  instead  of  "  finis,"  to  inform 
the  compositor  that  all  was  over.  The  latter,  however, 
stuck  to  the  rule  of  following  his  copy,  and  the  words 
appeared  in  print,  "  Lord  Rosebery  then  left  for  the  south. 
Thank  God !  " 


The  ladies'  bicycle  races  will  finish  on  Saturday  week 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  when  the  track  will  be  removed 
to  make  way  for  the  sixth  annual  Yachting  Exhibition, 
which  opens  on  Feb.  1.  This  will  be  a  particularly 
interesting  display,  as  a  piscicultural  section  is  to  be 
added.  Arrangements  may  be  made  for  bicycle  polo  in 
the  main  hall,  or  St.  Stephen's  Great  Hall,  during  the 
week. 


Writing  of  landlocked  salmon  in  Forest  and  Stream, 
Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney  says  :  "  Although  the  fish  is  not  land- 
locked in  its  original  habitat,  when  I  refer  to  two  plantings 
of  the  fish  made  during  the  past  two  weeks  in  northern 
New  York.  On  Nov.  13  5000  fingerhng  salmon,  some  of 
them  over  6in.  long,  were  planted  in  Lake  George.  They 
came  from  the  U.S.  Fish  Commission  station  at  Green 
Lake,  Me.,  and  were  brought  to  Lake  George  in  Car  No.  1 
of  the  commission.  On  this  occasion  the  car  was  fitted 
on  one  side  with  sixty-gallon  tanks,  and  on  the  other  with 
the  ordinary  round  shouldered  fish  cans,  holding  ten 
gallons.  There  were  500  fish  in  each  tank,  and  100  in 
each  can,  so  that  the  500  in  the  tanks  had  sixty  gallons  of 
water,  and  the  500  in  the  cans  had  fifty  gallons  of  water. 
During  the  journey  about  200  salmon  died,  and  the 
fatalities  were  all  in  the  tanks.  The  tanks  and  cans  had 
the  same  water  and  air  circulation  from  the  steam  pump 
in  the  car.  The  fish  were  taken  from  open  ponds  at  the 
station  and  placed  in  the  cans  and  tanks.  The  cans  were 
open  at  the  top — that  is,  the  covers  were  removed — and 
the  tanks  were  covered  with  a  wooden  lid.  On  previous 
trips  with  landlocked  salmon  of  same  age  loss  has  occurred 
in  tanks  and  none  in  the  cans. 

 >  »  «  ♦  <  

"  The  open  cans  admit  some  light,  but  the  light  does 
not  vary  during  the  journey  except  from  daylight  to 
darkness.  When  the  covers  of  the  tanks  are  lifted  light  is 
admitted  to  the  entire  surface  of  the  water,  the  tank  being 
27  X  27iu.  Again  and  again  I  noticed  when  the  covers 
were  raised  that  the  fish  darted  from  side  to  side,  as  if 
frightened  at  the  sudden  admission  of  strong  light,  and 
then  some  of  them  would  turn  on  their  sides,  as  if  injured. 
It  wai  in  this  way  that  all  the  fish  lost  came  to  their 
deaths.  The  car  returned  to  Green  Lake  and  brought  on 
5000  fingerling  salmon  for  Lake  Champlain,  and  they 
were  planted  near  Port  Henry  on  Nov.  21.  For  this  trip 
the  tanks  were  taken  out  and  all  the  fish  placed  in  cans. 
I  went  to  Port  Henry  ahead  of  the  car  to  arrange  for 
planting  the  salmon,  and  when  the  car  arrived  a  few  hours 
later  there  were  no  dead  salmon,  and  there  was  no  loss  in 
transit.  Capt.  James,  in  charge  of  the  car,  was  satisfied 
that  the  fish  injured  themselves  by  striking  the  sides  of 
the  tanks  when  frightened  by  the  sudden  strong  light 
admitted  on  raising  the  tank  covers,  and  it  seems  the  only 
solution  of  the  death  of  the  fish." 


"  SiK  Herbert  Maxwell.'"  says  the  St.  James' 
Gazette.  "  has  had  an  interesting  correspondence  with 
the  secretaries  of  certain  angling  clubs  in  Scotland. 
In  England  nearly  all  the  streams  which  hold  trout 
are  private  properties,  and  the  game  is  decently  preserved. 
In  Scotland  not  a  few  rivers  which  are  naturally 
first  class  are  open  to  anyone  who  wishes  to  fish  in 
them.  The  privilege  is  taken  advantage  of  all  the  year 
round.  The  result  is  that,  as  trout  are  ravenous  and 
unwary  in  the  spawning  season,  the  streams  are  being 
ruined.  Last  session  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  iutroduced  a 
Bill  to  establish  a  close  time  for  trout  in  the  free  rivers  ; 
but,  supported  by  a  few  Scotch  radicals  who  hold  their 
ssats  by  favour  of  the  poachers  on  Tweedside,  Irish 
patriots  blocked  it.  The  angling  clubs  have  urged  Sir 
Herbert  to  fight  on  in  the  good  cause,  and  he  in  his  turn 
invites  the  clubs  to  create  a  popular  interest  in  the 
subject.  We  hope  they  will.  It  is  inhumane  to  fish  for 
trout  between  Oct.  1  and  March  1,  and  the  free  streams 
are  the  most  valuable  common  right  of  the  Scottish 
people." 
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Mr._  W.  Uix,  of  Kpsom,  records  the  capture  of  two 
fine  pike  at  Cobham,  on  Saturday  last,  by  Mr.  Aston, 
jun.,  weigbing  lOflb.  and  lOJlb.  respectively. 



The  Great  Eastern  Eailway,  ever  up  to  date,  have  just 
issued  a  neat  little  pocket  edition  of  a  guide  to  the 
principal  horse  and  cattle  fairs,  which  also  contains 
racing  and  cricket  fixtures  for  1898.  The  rates  for  the 
carriage  of  horses  by  the  company's  system  and  joint 
lines  to  the  fair  towns  is  appended,  whilst  the  little  handy 
book  is  interleaved  with  blank  pages  for  memoranda.  It 
will  be  forwarded  post  free  on  application  to  Mr.  Ellis, 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  line.  Great  Eastern 
Railway,  Liverpool-street,  London. 


The  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  Jan.  12,  was 
one  of  the  largest  the  society  have  yet  held.  The  subjects 
for  discussion — the  adequacy  of  the  testimonial  to  tha 
hon.  secretai-y,  and  the  power  of  the  meeting  to  increase 
the  amount  from  the  society's  funds,  and  the  need  for  a 
grant  for  clerical  assistance  to  the  hon.  secretary  to  carry 
on  the  society's  business,  which,  with  the  large  increase 
of  membership,  now  involved  a  very  considerable  amount 
of  work — were  threshed  out  with  what  I  and  many  others 
considered  unnecessary  heat.  I  can  only  say,  as  I  said 
last  week,  that  I  hope  the  decisions  arrived  at  will  be  for 
the  ultimate  benefit  of  the  society. 


Mr.  H.  W.  Hkjgins,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  announces  that  the  river-keepers' 
annual  dinner  will  shortly  take  place.  "  The  gathering 
(which  it  is  intended  to  hold  now  in  London)  is  of  great 
service  in  bringing  the  many  working  friends  of  the  society 
together,  and  affords  an  excellent  opportunity  for  anglers 
and  clubs  who  are  not  regular  subscribers  to  its  funds  of 
showing  their  appreciation  of  the  good  work  done  for  them 
by  £0  many  helpers.  An  increased  number  of  workers 
have  now  to  be  entertained,  and  as  the  society's  moneys 
are  exclusively  devoted  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
subscribed,  I  feel  sure  you  will  cheerfully  aid  us  on  this 
occasion.  Full  particulars  will  shortly  be  announced  " 
 >»«♦  <  

Mr.  G.  Applegate,  Jtn.,  announces  the  capture,  by 
Mr.  Boning,  of  Tarmou  h,  of  a  fine  pike  at  Potter 
Heigham  Sound,  on  Jan.  8.  It  was  a  splendid  fish,  and 
weighed  291b. 

FiSHYAENEE  (loq.) :  "  He  was  a  whopper — and  didn't 
he  pull !  Why,  I  couldn't  pull  him  in ;  so  I  tied  him  to 
the  steamer  rail  and  went  to  get  Joe,  and  when  I  came 
back — why,  I'm  blest  if  the  steamer  wasn't  gone  !  " 


Mr.  W.  Howes,  of  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills, 
Mildenhall,  has  captured  a  very  handsome  pike  weighing 
111b.,  taken  from  the  River  Lark.  How  I  know  it 
was  "handsome"  is  that  it  arrived  at  St.  Dunstan's 
House  on  Wednesday  last  directed  to  "Dragnet." 
N'ews  had  arrived  previously  that  some  "  shooting " 
had  been  indulged  in  at  Barton,  and  that  some  fine 
bags  had  been  "bagged."  Of  course  I  expected  to 
find  in  the  long  coffin  (box)  some  fur  and  feather — but 
no  I  only  a  short  note  to  the  effect  that  my  jaded  appetite 
might  be  tempted  with  a  bit  of  jack.  "The  idea  !  Why 
turbot,  or  even  soles  are  much  more  tasty. 



Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  has  also  had  some  good  sport — that  is 
t,o  say  he  has  seen  some  other  fish,  taken  the  same  day, 
from  the  same  river,  and  weighing  altogether  561b.  He 
says  that  the  river  is  now  in  fine  condition  for  pike  fishing, 
and  that  roach  and  dace  are  feeding  freely. 

 >»»■»<  

"  After  watching  the  shooters  for  an  hour  or  two  on 
Thursday  last,  I  jogged  on  to  my  '  Cottage  of  Flint,'  "  says 
Mr.  Howlett  in  the  Man .  "  It  is  perfectly  wonderful  to  see 
the  aconites,  violets,  snowdrops,  daffs,  crocuses,  and 
many  other  spring  flowers  bursting  into  bloom  in  the 
cottage  grounds.  Bees,  butterflies,  and  thousands  of  other 
insects  were  burring  and  flitting  about  as  if  winter  were 
really  over  and  delicious  spring  come  in.  Thrushes  and 
blackbirds  were  singing  beautifully.  Taking  it  in  all,  I 
never  remember  such  a  delightful  day  as  Thursday, 
Jan.  6,  1898.    I  expect  we  shall  drop  in  for  it  later  on." 


This  reminds  me  of  another  little  incident  attributable, 
I  presume,  to  the  extraordinary  mild  weather.  Mr. 
Sexton  (the  silver  medallist  for  pier  fishing  at  Deal) 
writes  :  "I  have  been  spending  a  few  days  fi-shing  at  Deal, 
and  my  latest  capture  1  inclcss,  also  the  buds  it  was  on. 
I  ciught  it  in  a  garden  opposite  Deal  Castle,  on  Friday, 
Jan.  7.  Do  you  not  think  it  a  rather  rare  occurrence  ?  " 
[The  "capture"  consisted  of  a  beautiful  "butterfly  and 
some  lovely  rose  buds  on  which  the  insect  had  alighted.] 


I  HAVE  received  from  Mr.  G.  E.  de  Oourcy,  the  hon. 
secretary  pro.  fe?r).  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  a  notice  of 
the  half-yearly  general  meeting  of  the  society,  to  be  held 
on  Jan.  17,  at  the  club-room.  Important  basiness, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  com- 
mittee, is  included  in  the  minute  paper.  Another  question 
also  requires  attention — the  proposal  to  increase  the  sub- 
scription. So  no  doubt  there  will  be  a  large  attendance. 
>  »  »  *  <  

It  is  understood  that  in  connection  with  the  purchase, 
by  the  Deveron  Fishery  Board,  of  the  Cruive  Dyke  from 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Fife,  the  purchase  price  has  now 
been  paid,  and  the  amount  of  compeneation  to  the  fishing 
lessee  amicably  settled.  The  work  of  removal,  it  is 
expected,  will  commence  soon. 


The  Blsckfriars  Angling  Society  announce  that  on 
Monday,  Jan.  17,  they  intend  to  give  a  special  "  farewell " 
concert  to  Mr.  J.  Willson,  the  host  of  the  Winchester 
Arms.  All  anglers  are  invited,  and  I  am  sure  that  many 
will  be  only  too  pleased  to  tike  advantage!  of  the  oppor- 
tunity for  showing  their  respect,  and  tendering  their  good 
wishes  for  the  future,  to  one  of  the  kindest  and  most 
genial  hosts  it  has  ever  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet. 
Anglers  in  general,  and  the  Blackfriars  A.S.  in  particular, 
owe  much  to  Mr.  Willson  and  his  indefatigable  exertions 
for  their  comfort.  Let  us  all  attend  and  give  our  friend  a 
hearty,  but  .regretful,  farewell. 

 >»»■»■<  

Mk.  Isaac  Rolph  has  sent  me  cue  of  the  handsomest 
perch  I  have  ever  seen,  weighing  just  21b.  I  do  not  know 
whether  to  eat  it,  but  have  wired  him  to  say  whether  he 
would  like  it  in  a  case.  In  case  he  should  he  must  let  me 
know.  601b.  weight  of  pike,  251b.  of  pike  and  perch, 
including  the  2-pounder.  Surely  sport  is  looking  up  at 
Brandon  ! 


Benevolent  but  Pedantic  Old  Party  (to  little  boy 
with  a  rod  and  line)  :  "  Adolescens,  art  thou  endeavouring 
to  induce  the  finny  tribe  to  engulf  into  their  denticulated 
mouths  a  barbed  hook,  to  the  point  of  which  is  affixed  a 
dainty  allurements"  Little  Boy:  "No,  guv'nor ;  I 
ain't.    I'm  fishin'." 



I've  heard  from  some  boatman  at  Lcigli 
A  wonderful  yarn  of  the  S-eigh  : 
To  "  Dragnet  "  I've  sint  it. 
And  faith,  if  he'll  print  it, 
You'll  see  it  in  next  week's  F.  G. 


OUR  F.  G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  3  (New  Series). 


MR.  ROBERT  W.  WALKEK, 


Although  Mr.  Walker,  whose  portrait  appears  above, 
modestly  disclaims  the  honour  of  being  a  great  angler 
"  from  any  point  of  view  except  in  his  love  for  the  gentle 
art,"  he  is  for  all  that  a  good  sportsman  of  the  best  type, 
and  of  wide  experience.  Trout  fishing  is  his  favourite 
sport ;  after  which  he  likes  pike  fishing  in  winter,  when 
there  is  no  trout  fishing  to  be  had,  "  far  from  the  madding 
crowd,"  and  at  as  great  a  distance  as  possible  from  a  rail- 
way station.  In  the  northern  counties,  as  well  as  in  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  Mr.  Walker  has  taken  many  trout.  Sea 
fishing  also  has  charms  for  my  friend,  and  he  is  the 
inventor  of  the  "  Gresham  Rig,"  called  after  the  club  of 
which  he  is  a  member  of  committee.  Mr.  Walker  has  been 
a  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  from  its  commence- 
ment, and  a  membsr  of  the  B.S.A..8.  when  it  had  been  in 
existence  about  a  year.  As  is  almost  invariably  the  case  with 
lovers  of  the  angle,  Mr.  Walker's  taste  is  inherited  from 
his  father,  who  was  a  keen  and  expert  fisherman,  and  from 
his  youth  up  has  worthily  followed  the  paternal  example. 
Many  readers,  I  make  no  doubt,  know  Mr.  Walker 
personally ;  and  they  will  have  as  much  pleasure  in 
receiving,  as  is  experienced  in  reproducing,  the  counterfeit 
presentment  of  so  good  an  all-round  fisherman. 

 y-*-^'*-^  

Some  time  ago,  towards  evening,  the  inhabitants  of 
Heilbronn  perceived  that  the  Neckar  was  towards  both  its 
banks  one  moving  mass  of  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  fish, 
thronging  landwards  seeming  in  anxiety  to  be  caught. 
Nor  was  this  tacit  appeal  at  all  disregarded,  for  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  of  the  vicinity  ran  out  with  pots  and 
pans,  with  spades  and  rakes,  and  pails  and  baskets,  to  htlp 
himself  (or  herself)  to  a  share  of  fish.  The  explanation 
of  the  miracle,  which  perchance  might  f  rove  a  hint  to 
fisher  folk,  was  that  the  river  had  become  so  muddy,  after 


recent  hsavy  rains,  thit  the  fish  found  it  difficult  to 
breathe  in  the  "  thick  "  water,  and  had  approached  the 
banks  for  more  air. 


"  Dear  '  Drag.,' — '  Truthful  Tommy's '  humorous  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  8  does  not  dispose  of  the 
fact  quoted  by  me  from  the  People  that  a  shilling  iras 
found  in  a  hen's  egg,  and  a  newt  in  a  duck's  egg.  If 
'  Truthful  Tommy  '  had  suggested  that  the  eggs  referred 
to,  instead  of  being  boiled,  ought  to  have  been  hatched 
(with  the  result,  probably,  that  the  pub'ic  would  have 
been  asked  to  pay  a  penny  to  view  a  silver  chicken  or  a 
crocodile  as  the  result  of  the  incubation),  he  would  have 
said  something  funny;  but  as  it  is,  the  nursery  tale  which 
he  quotes,  without  giving  the  name  of  the  author,  does 
not  impose  upon  one's  credulity.  Now  what  will  he  iiy 
to  this,  which  appeared  in  the  Lancet  two  or  three  years 
ago,  and  which  has  also  been  taken  from  my  '  scrap-book  ?  ' 


"  'A  Large  Appetite. — The  Lancet  xnentions  a  case  in 
which  the  following  "  foreign  bodies"  were  removed  by  an 
operation  from  a  woman's  stomach  :  A  key,  a  silver  tea- 
spoon, a  metal  teaspoon,  a  fork,  two  wire  tacks,  two 
hairpins,  two  pieces  of  glass,  one  window  hook,  one  steel 
pen,  nine  sewing  needles,  one  piece  of  blacklead,  one 
shoe  button,  one  grape  stone,  two  small  lumps  of  tin,  and 
one  crochet  hook.  The  patient  made  a  good  recovery.' 
Where  is  '  Truthful  Tommy's  '  golden  egg  after  this ; 
and  what  comparison  can  be  made  between  this  case  and 
the  bird  that  gobbled  up  her  majesty's  coin,  or  the  shark 
at  Florida  that  swallowed  a  small  barrel  without  a  lid, 
and  which,  when  opened,  was  found  to  be  full  of  dead  fish, 
because  the  wooden  barrel  stopped  their  exit.  Surely  the 
hen  and  the  duck  were  better  constructed  than  the  shark 
or  the  lady  ! — G.  Read  Clarke." 

 >♦»■»<  

Here  is  a  bit  more  of  it. — "  '  Dear  Dragnet,' — Since 
Mr.  Read  Clarke  and  '  Truthful  Tommy '  have  recently 
been  decorating  your  columns  with  their  wonderful  stories 
of  shillings  inside  eggs,  of  eggs  of  pure  gold,  of  birds  being 
baked  without  harm,  and  such-like  tall  stories,  I  think  it 
is  about  time  a  few  true  tales  were  published.  It  is 
therefore  with  much  pleasure  that  I  send  you  a  yarn  that 
will  make  'Truthful  Tommy'  'sit  up,'  and  look  to  his 
laurels,  and  cause  Mr.  Clarke  to  search  his  scrap-book 
with  frenzied  energy  for  a  story  with  which  to  cap 
it.  Onc9  upon  a  time  there  was  a  man  who  had 
certain  blackbirds  baked  in  a  pie  (oh  I  no,  this 
is  not  the  king  story).  But  before  the  pie  wasj 
ready  for  the  table,  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill,' 
or,  as  the  old  XVI.  century  MS.  quaintly  puts  it:  '  Y= 
manne  f  el  sicke  of  a  greavous  sicknesse,'  and  for  many  days 
could  eat  nothing.  With  returning  health,  however,  his 
appetite  revived  ;  he  remembered  the  blackbird  pie,  andj 
forthwith  called  for  it.  But,  to  quote  the  ancient  MS. ' 
again  :  '  When  it  came  that  y<=  pie  was  open'd,  behold  a 
most  wonderfulle  thing  hadde  hap'd.  Y'  birdes  y'  afore- 
time were  blacke  birds,  were  now  humminge  birdys,  and  of 
a  truth  most  merrilie  did  they  humme.'  How  is  this  for 
'  high  '  ?  I  may  add,  that  I  am  prepared  to  take  my 
solemn  '  apple  dumpling  '  as  to  the  truth  of  this  tale. — 
Yours,  &c.,  Gero." 


Mr.  George    Wareen,  mayor  of  Luton,    is  the 
possessor  of  a  Newfoundland  dog  whose  chief  delight  is  to 
accompany  a  policeman  when  on  his  beat  in  the  town. 
Whenever  let  free,  Toby,  as  he  is  called,  makes  straight 
for  the  police  office  and  awaits  an  officer  going  on  duty, 
and  no  matter  what  his  number  may  be,  he  attaches  himself  i 
to  the  "  man  in  blue"  with  a  fidelity  worthy  of  a  better* 
cause.    For  a  whole  beat  Toby,  says  Our  Dogs,  willj 
stick  to  an  officer,  and  apparently  is  never  so  happyj 
as    when  Robert  pauses  on    the  kerb  of   the  pave-* 
ment,  his    nose  sniffing   his  official    friend    amd  hial 
tail  brushing  the   passer-by.     In  the  dog's  eyes  thel 
"peeler"  is  a  sicred  person,  to  be  defended  from  all- 
comers, and  so  strong  does  he  hold  to  the  cardinal 
principle,  several  people,  who  have  been  unduly  obstre- 
perous, know  to  their  cost. 


Quite  recently  a  sailor  named  Spooner  left  his  dog  in 
his  will  the  sum  of  1700  dols.  (£340),  a  sum  which  would 
allow  of  5jlb.  of  dog  being  worth  its  weight  in  gold,  the 
interest  from  this  sum  to  be  laid  out  in  keeping  his  four- 
footed  friend  in  comfort  for  the  rest  of  his  days.  From 
time  immemorial  similar  bequests  have,  says  the  Rambler, 
been  made.  Many  years  ago  an  individual  living  at 
Toulouse  wrote  in  his  will,  "I  appoint  as  my  sole  heir 
Pabillon,  my  red-haired  donkey,"  whilst  about  twenty 
years  ago  a  widow  lady,  living  in  Streatham,  left,  on  her 
demise,  the  sum  of  £65  per  annum  for  the  keep  of  a  mare 
that  had  belonged  to  her  husband,  and  £5  a  year  for  the] 
keep  of  a  greyhound.  The  mare  was  to  be  ridden  by 
light-weight  four  days  a  week  at  a  walking  pace  for  not 
more  than  an  hour  on  each  occasion. 


"Let  us  all  start  fair!  "  We  have  started  fair,  at 
least,  fairly  fair  ;  and  with  the  exception  of  the  Little 
Ouse  at  Brandon,  and  the  lovely  Lark  at  Barton,  there  iu 
nothing  moving  but  stsgnation.  By  the  way,  tlier^ 
is  one  item  which  may  possibly  interest  anglers, 
and  that  is,  upon  opening  an  almanac  for  1898, 
Jan.  1  says:  "New  Year's  Day;"  Queen's  taxes  and 
various  other  impositions  fall  due.  No,  it  was  not  in  "  OlA 
Moore,"  but  it  was  in  an  almanac  which  would  'old  morej 
considerably  more.  Now  that  we  are  just  convalescent 
after  the  Christmas  and  New  Year's  festivities,  it  is  onlj* 
right  that  we  should  be  reminded  of  these  little  matteraJ 
I  know  this  is  not  fishing,  but,  like  lib.  dace,  21b.  roach^ 
3lb.  perch,  and  301b.  pike,  the  money  wants  finding.  j 

DragneTi 


January  15,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


51 


iBtoteis  from  tf)c  i^ortt). 

By  the  time  this  is  in  the  hands  of  our  readers  the  Tay 
anglers  will  have  again  wet  their  lines  for  another  season. 
We  wish  them  luck  and  ' '  tight  lines  "  all  the  season  through. 


The  "  first  blood  "  of  the  season  is  always  an  interesting 
event,  and  with  a  good  beginning  on  the  Tay  there  is  little 
fear  of  a  fair  start  generally.  The  fine  open  weather  has 
all  been  in  favour  of  fish  running,  and  as  yet  there  is  no 
pre!  s'ng  call  for  the  ice  axe  at  the  waterside.  Of  course, 
there  is  no  saying  what  a  day  may  bring  forth  as  regards 
weather  or  water,  but  meantime  the  auspioes  are  favourable 
to  the  early  spring  angler. 

^  The  Moray  Firth  agitation  still  hokls  sway  in  the  nr rtli. 
For  the  past  week  the  Association  of  Fishermen  along  its 
shores  have  chartered  a  steamer  to  police  its  waters  on 
their  own  account.  The  steamer  has  teen  out  a  week,  and 
returned  to  Buckie  to-day  with,  well — not  twenty  or  thirty 
foreigners'  names,  and  one  or  two  in  tow,  as  was  anticipated 
from  the  heated  rumours  and  reports  flying  about  as  to  the 
invasion  of  the  Firth  by  a  foreign  fleet  of  trawlers,  but 
the  meagre  report  that  they  had  seen  four  foreigners  in 
the  Firth,  and  had  actually  "  nabbed  "  one  Aberdonian 
within  the  three  mile  limit,  but  his  trawl  was  up.  What 
a  pity  for  the  agitator. 

Of  course  the  Moray  Firth  people  have  our  deepest 
sympathy  in  keeping  foreign  trawlers  out  of  these  home 
waters  if  they  are  there,  as  they  say,  by  the  round  dozen, 
and  destroying  their  lines.  But  when,  after  a  week's 
patrolling  of  the  Firth  by  a  fast  steamer  chartered  for  the 
very  object  of  detection,  they  return  to  port  and  give  out 
that  they  have  really  seen  nothing  but  gunboats  on  the 
same  police  mission  t;hat  they  themselves  were  on,  they 
give  themselves  aad  their  case  away.  The  public  can  have 
no  more  confidence  in  the  cry  of  *'  Wolf,  wolf,"  and  who 
can  blame  them  ?  It  may  be  that  the  German  and  other 
foreign  trawlers,  having  got  a  hint  from  headquarters, 
have  betaken  themselves  off  to  other  fields  and  pastures 
new. 


Only  26in.  of  snow  have  as  yet  fallen  on  Ben  Nevis,  as 
recorded  at  the  observatory.  On  the  other  hills  the  fall  is 
absolutely  nil  compared  with  an  average  season.  Of 
course  there  is  plenty  of  time  yet  for  the  season  to  redeem 
Itself  in  that  respect,  and  yield  a  stormy  and  protracted 
spring.  However,  come  as  it  may  or  not,  the  chances  of 
good  round  waters  throughout  April  and  May  are  very 
meagre  indeed,  as  it  is  the  pre-Christmas  snows  on  which 
these  entirely  depend,  and  when  the  snowfall  is  after  that 
date  the  late  sprmg  and  early  summer  waters  suffer 
accordingly.  Certainly  rain  water  is  to  be  preferred  to 
snow-broth,  but  even  snow-broth  is  better  than  nothing 


'Old  Cruickie"  (John  Cruickehank)  will  long  be  re- 
membered on  Speyside,  on  the  Wester  Blchies  and  Carron 
waters  in  particular,  where  he  fished  from  morn  to  dewy 
eve  for  fifty  years,  in  summer  shower  and  winter's  snow, 
from  season's  end  to  season's  close.  He  was  a  veritable 
water  dog,  as  the  local  keepers  about  rather  jealously 
styled  him.  His  two  best  trophies  wpre  one  of  .38ib.  and 
another  of  461b.,  the  heaviest  fish  bnt  one  got  on  the  Spey 
to  the  rod  last  fall,  _____ 

We  were  anxious  to  learn  the  Spey  cast  some  two 
decades  or  so  back,  and  got  an  introduction  to  John 
through  the  neighbouring  Echoolmaster  of  the  friend  we 
were  visiting  on  Speyside  one  summer,  and  "Old 
Lnuokie  "  rose  to  the  occasion.  He  was  a  master  of  the 
art,  and  said  he  would  teach  us  the  secret  in  fifteen 
minutes.  Deliberately  watching  the  turn  of  the  wrist  and 
all  the  other  niceties  of  this  most  acceptable  accomphsh- 
ment  where  high  banks  prevail,  we  took  the  rod  and 
proceeded  to  throw  off  line  just  as  John  himself  had  done, 
and  with  the  assumed  coolness  of  an  expert,  "Stop,  stop, 
you  thief,"  said  John,  "and  gae  me  ma  rod;  I've  mair 
need  o'  a  lesson  than  to  gae  one." 

He  was  mollified  by  a  good  stiff  dram,  however,  although 
he  contmued  to  persist,  in  spite  of  our  protestations 
to  the  contrary,  that  we  had  "ta'en  him  in,"  i.e.,  came 
there  to  make  a  fool  of  him.  He  forgave  what  he  believed 
was  a  trick,  although  it  was  not,  and  we  were  fast  friends 
whenever  we  met.   

Another  figure  will  during  the  coming  season  be  missed 
from  the  liverside,  this  time  the  Ythan.  The  ranks  of 
anglers  are  to-day  poorer  in  the  loss  of  Mr.  Andrew 
Ruston,  proprietor,  farmer,  county  councillor  on  Tthan^ 
side  for  the  past  generation  or  two.  He  took  special 
interest  in  the  bridging  of  the  Ythan  and  in  its  improve- 
ment m  many  other  ways. 


(provincial  Botes 


Great  changes  are  on  the  t<tpis  among  the  Scotch  Fishei-y 
officers.  Some  retire,  having  reached  the  age  limit,  some 
are  promoted,  and  a  good  few  shift  places. 

^   SpECIAI.  Si'OTCH. 

A  MOST  WONT.ERFur,  BUILDING  ujj  of  tho  constitution  tikes 
place  afier  Holloway'a  famous  medicines  have  been  used  for  a 
reisonable  time.  Tliey  are  pre-eniinent  above  all  other  remedies 
more  particularly  for  the  cure  of  liver  complaints  and  disorders 
of  the  stomach  ;  carpenters,  bricklayers,  &c..  would  find  the 
Ointment  invuluable  for  curing  wounds,  cuts,  sores,  and  bruises 
Men  in  all  conditions  of  life  find  it  of  inealeulabla  beneBt,  as  it 
penetratas  internally,  and  thus  strikes  at  the  root  of  the  ailment, 
ine  nils  act  hke  magic  in  curing  low  spirits,  and  they  repel  all 
attacks  on  the  nerves  through  excitement,  excessive  heat,  brain 
worry  consequent  on  business  troubles,  &c.  They  purify  the 
blood,  and  give  a  new  lease  of  strength  to  the  constitation 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

The  weather  continues  remarkably  fine  and  springlike, 
and  patrons  of  the  rod  and  line  are  consequently  having 
an  uninterrupted  spell  of  sport.  Ecob  fishing  is  positively 
better  now  than  it  was  on  many  occasions  during  the 
autumn,  and  exceptionally  good  baskets  have  recently  been 
made.  Experts  have  had  no  difficulty  in  securing  as  much 
as  2olb.  in  a  single  day,  and  as  the  waters  are  now  in 
splendid  condition  theie  is  a  prospect  of  the  sport 
continuing.  Some  exceptionally  good  roach  fishing  has 
been  had  on  the  Glen,  and  one  angler  ciptured  nine  brace 
of  fish  on  Monday,  weighing  in  tte  aggregate  12Jlb.,  five 
of  them  goiug  over  lib.  each.  Trolling  also  is  being 
prosecuted  under  the  best  possible  conditions.  Pike  are 
fairly  active,  and  those  at  work  on  the  Witham,  \\  ellnnd, 
Forty-foot,  and  minor  drains,  have  all  1  ad  .1  good  share  of 
sport.  Two  fish,  weighing  71b.  and  ojlb.  respectively,  fell 
to  one  rod  on  Saturday. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  exceedingly  fine  and  mild  weather  for  the 
time  of  year  in  this  district,  which  has  caused  quite  an 
influx  of  anglers  on  the  favourite  roach  swims  on  the  river 
Hull,  and  some  fair  results  have  been  obtained,  judging 
from  the  fish  'that  have  recently  been  weighed-in  at  the 
different  club  resorts  in  the  city,  where  roach  of  lib.  each 
and  oyer,  and  dace  up  to  7oz. ,  kave  been  shown ;  and  as 
the  river  continues  in  first-class  trim  either  for  roach, 
pike,  or  worm  fishing,  no  doubt  some  good  specimens  will 
be  met  with  during  the  present  week.    The  bottom 
fishers  are  also  having  fair  sport  in  the  lower  portion  of 
the  river  among  flounders,  which  are  fairly  well  on  the 
run,  the  red  worm  being  the  most  attractive  bait,  using 
shrimps  as  a  draw.    The  Hull  Angling  and  Preser- 
vation   Society    have  adopted   a   very    good  system 
of  not  taking  unsizeable  fish,  that  is,  so  far  as  the 
river  Hull  is  concerned,  and  all  trout  taken  by  the 
members  under  lOin.  from  the  eye  to  the  fork  of  the  tail 
are  to  be  returned  to  the  water,  also  all  coarse  fish  under 
Gin.  long;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  clubs  will 
follow  their  example — in  fact,  all  anglers  who  are  interested 
in  the  fishing  on  the  river  Hull— and  adopt  a  similar 
system,  for  they  will  all  reap  the  benefit  thereof,  in  the 
near  future,  by  not  taking  such  "  small  fry  "  as  have  been 
hitherto  so  ruthlessly  killed.    A  tea,  soirSe,  and  ball  is 
beiijg  arranged  by  the  executive  of  the  Hull  Preservation 
Society,  and  as  the  proceeds  are  to  augment  the  funds  of 
the  society,  which  is  a  very  worthy  institution,  no  doubt  a 
large  concourse  of  anglers  and  their  friends  will  attend. 
It  will  take  place  at  the  Central  Hall,  Pryme-street,  on 
Feb.  28.  _  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Osborne  Angling 
Association,  which  took  place  at  Retieke's  Hotel,  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  O.  Matthews,  the  balance-sheet 
showed  a  substantial  balance  to  carry  forward  for  the 
forthcoming  season,^  and  the  oflScers  were  elected  for  1898  ; 
Mr,  G.  Bibbey  beiag  elected  to  the  presidental  chair ; 
Mr.  J.  Bulhment  to  the  vice-chair ;  Mr.  A.  Bell,  treasurer  ; 
and  Mr.  G.  B,  Conrad  Naewiger  as  hon.  seci-etary  ;  Mr. 
J .  Bibbey  being  entrusted  with  the  scales  and  weights. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  C.  Brown  was  presented  with  the 
club's  gold  medal,  for  most  points  in  the  matches  of  the 
past  season.    The  first  council  meeting  this  year  of  the 
Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  took  place  on 
Jan.  5,  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
W.  H.  Barker,  when  the  following  officers  for  1898  were 
elected  :  As  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Alfred  Hall ;  and  minute 
secretary,   Mr.   C.   Sprigge ;  Messrs.   W.  Scholey  and 
C.  Clarkson  being  elected  auditors  ;  after  which,  the 
privilege  tickets  for  1898  were  issued,  and  a  new  angling 
society— the  Hull  City  A.  S.— was  affiliated  to  the  associa- 
tion.   A  benefit  fund  was  also  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the 
family  of  a  deceased  member  of  the  County  Angling 
Society,  and  a  guinea  subscribed  from  the  funds.    It  was 
decided  to  hold  the  annual  general  meeting,  to  distribute 
the  prizes  for  specimen  fish  caught  by  the  members  during 
the  past  season,  at  headquarters  on  Jan.  26  ;  chair  to  be 
taken  at  8  p.m.,  and  after  the  presentation  a  smoking 
.concert  to  be  held.    The  next  council  meeting  to  be  on 
Feb.  2,  at  8  p.m.    On  Jan.  18  the  Wednesday  Angling 
Association  will  meet  at  headquarters  to  present  the  club's 
gold  medal  and  other  prizes,  at  8  p.m. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

If  report  be  true,  our  Liverpool  brethren  have  success- 
fully established  a  fly  fishers'  club,  but  cannot  possibly 
obtain  the  necessary  waters  upon  which  to  bestow  their 
affections  and  efforts.    This  is  unfortunate,  but  no  doubt 
the  difficulty  will  be  overcome  in  time.  The  Lune  Fishery 
Board  recently  passed  some  bye-laws  dealing  with  an 
extension  of  the  close  time,  but  fearing  the  same  would 
not  receive  official  sanction  if  they  limited  their  applica- 
tion to  the  Lune  only,  they  have  resolved  to  include  the 
Wyre  also.    A  proposition  was  made  at  the  last  meetiug 
to  curtail  the  weekly  close  season  in  the  interests  of  the 
estuary  fishermen,  but  it  failed  to  carry.    In  this  district 
otters  are  reported  numerous,  and  doing  a  vast  amount  of 
damage  on  the  spawning  beds.     The  spawning  season 
generally  is  reported  as  very  good.    Mr.  T.  Driver,  secre- 
tary of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association,  reports 
the  arrival  from  Lincolnshire  of  500  good  roacli,  averaging 
fib.,  which  have  been  safely  transferred  to  their  length 
of  the   Feak  Forest  Canal— a   popular    locil  resort. 
Locally  much  satisfaction  will  be  felt  in  the  welcome  news 
that  the  Dans  is  affording  good  sport  with  the  dace,  or,  aa 
they  are  termed  generally  in  this  district,  "shoaler,"  or 
showier."    The  advance  copy  of  the  St.  Helen's  report 
and  balance-sheet  is  highly  interesting,  but  perhaps  further 
notice  would  be  better  deferred  until  after  presentation. 
The  "  Royals,"  at  Pendleton,  have  successfully  disposed 
of  their  annual  bait  casting  tournament ;  there  was  a  fair 


entry,  and,  after  a  keen  competition,  the  result  was 
declared  as  follows  :  First,  C.  Salmon,  49yds.  2ft. ; 
second,  W.  Furminger,  46yde,  ;  third,  J.  Wray,  42ydB. ; 
fourth,  J.  Lamb,  39ydB.  Mr.  J.  Lamb  officiated  as  handi- 
capper,  and  gave  satisfaction  to  the  entrants.  The 
executive  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  met  at 
Leigh  on  the  8th,  and,  amongst  other  business,  the  re- 
formation of  a  centre  at  Manchester  was  reported,  but  it 
will  take  a  lot  of  time  to  recover  the  position  lost  by  some- 
one's bungling  ;  the  rest  of  the  agtnda  was  mostly  routine 
business.  Slow  but  satisfactory  progress  is  beiog  made 
towards  the  fund  for  placing  a  monument  over  the  grave 
of  the  late  Joe  Bradshaw,  of  Wigan.  Our  friends  at 
Wigan  will  thankfully  receive  any  donations  to  tho  fund. 
Mr.  Green,  Bowling  Green  Hotel,  Wigan-lare,  Wigan,  is 
secretary  of  the  movement. 

FROM  MANCHESTER, 

The  annual  meeting  of  tlie  Kingfislier.s  was  lield  on 
Tuesday    last   at   headquarters  —  summarised,  a  good 
meeting  and  an  excellent  dinner  is  the  report.  The 
treasurer's  financial  statement  and  secretary's  rtpDrt 
both  passed  as  satisfactory.     The  latter  reveals  once 
more  the  geierous  attention  given  to  stocking  as  usual, 
and,  strange  to  say,  that  there  are  a  few  vacancies,  whilst 
the  former  endorses  the  acknowledged  sound  position, 
financially,  of  the  society.    The  following  are  elected  to 
office— always       honour  to  those  elected  to  serve  the 
Kingfishers  :  President,  Mr.  Greenhalgh  ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  Constable  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  Pickering ;  secretary,  Mr. 
Presoott ;    librarian,   Mr.    Prescott,  jun. ;  committee, 
Messrs.  Greenhalgh,  Prescott,  sen.,  and  Tickers.  During 
the  evening  a  kindly  allusion  was  made  to  the  serious 
accident  to  Mr.  Marco  Levy,  by  which  he  loses  an  arm. 
Cordial  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded    the  retiring 
executive.    Last  Friday,  the  7th,  a  meeting  was  held  of 
presidents  and  secretaries  of  clubs  in  Manchester  and 
district  to  consider  the  question  of  forming  a  centre 
of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association    in   this  city. 
It  was  resolved  to  form  one,  and  Mr.  Prescott  was 
elected   treasurer   and  secretary.     The  next  meeting 
will  be  held  at  the  Horseshoe  Hotel,  Pendleton,  on 
Friday,  the  28th,  at  7.30,  when  all  clubs  wishing  ta  join 
should  put  in  an  appsarance.    The  hotel  is  close  to  the 
Pendleton  tram  office,  station,  and  church.    Wliat  his 
become  of  the  Derby  club,  as  very  little  is  heard  of  it  ? 
Not  long  since  it  assumed  mammoth  proportions — in  a  few 
weeks  something  well  over  100.     Cluba  of  such  large 
proportions  are  often  difficult  to  manage ;  tsventy-five  is 
a  very  reasonable  roll-call,  and  easily  workable.    The  Old 
Standard  A.S.,  one  of  the  newest  societies  in  Manchester, 
made  a  good  start  on  Monday,  their  opening  night  compris- 
ing a  dinnsr  and  smoker,  a  goodly  number  of  friends  and 
members  participating.    Mr.  W.  Leigh,  Moss  Side  Socials, 
presided.    The  attack  on  the  spread  bore  testimony  to  its 
excellence;  a  varied  programme  of  music,  &c.,  completed 
the  evening.    Some  twenty  members  are  enrolled,  and  the 
secretary  is  Mr.  Plant,  21,  Council-street,  Vine-street, 
Hulme.     The    Buckland  A.S.,  Ardwick,  commenced 
their  new  year  on  the  5th  with  a  good  attendance.  Several 
members  reported  favourably  of  their  private  waters. 
The  most  interesting  item  was  that  relating  to  the  trout. 
A  few  months  ago  a  large  consignment  of  small  rainbow 
trout  were  turned  into  their  reservoirs,  and  although  only 
now  yearlings  in  name,  they  are  taking  bait  or  fly 
ravenously. _  No  wonder  the  members  are  .anticipating 
good  times  in  the  coming  season. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A  few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week  with  varying 
successes.  Some  have  been  to  the  best  of  pike  waters 
without  getting  a  fish,  whilst  others  have  been  to  places 
where  everyone  can  go  and  had  fair  sport.  No  very  large 
bags  have  been  obtained,  but  the  best  fish  of  this  season 
was  caught  on  Saturday,  on  Heigham  Sounds,  by  Mr. 
Bonnig,  of  Great  Yarmouth.  It  was  a  splendid  specimen* 
weighing  291b.  Heigham  Sounds  is  a  very  good  pike 
water,  lying  between  Hickling  Broad  and  the  river  Thurne, 
and  ci,n  be  fished  by  hiring  a  boat  from  Mr.  G.  Applegate,' 
jun.,  of  the  Bridge,  Potter  Heigham  (who  leases  the 
water).  The  hire  of  boat  includes  the  right  to  fish.  The 
waters  of  this  district  are  now  all  in  very  good  condicion 
for  pike  fishing. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  been  favoured  with  delightful  weather  of  late, 
and  coarse  fish  anglers  have  assembled  on  the  banks  of  the 
Trent  in  exceptionally  strong  numbers.   The  river  receded 
at  a  gradual  rate,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  colour  of 
the  water  vf as  all  that  could  be  desired  for  the  pursuit  of 
roaching  with  either  worm  or  maggot.    Preference  has, 
however,  been  given  to  the  worm,  notably  the  cockspur 
and  brandling.    Substantial  takes  of  roach  have  come  to 
hand  from  Clifton  and  Wilford,  and  there  has  been  more 
doing  at  Trent  Lock,  Barton,  and  Beeston.    At  Colwick, 
Mr.  W.  Stevenson,  with  my  nephew,  has  excelled  amongst 
roach  and  chub ;  and  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Walter  Marshall, 
of  the  Wellington  Society,  enjoyed  good  sport  amongst 
roach  on  the  Shardloiv  section.    But  of  late  feiv  ordinary 
members  of  the  Wellington  have  visited  Shardlow  ;  t'aey 
go  more  during  the  summer  andautumu.  In  West  nBlack 
Pool,  an  arm  of  the  Trent,  Mr.  J.  Birkin  ran  and  landed 
five  takoable  pike  (best  brace  14Jlb.)  on  Monday  ;  and  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Geo.  Harsden  seoored  a  brace  of  about  lOib. 
Pike  fishing  has  ended  for  the  season  on  the  lengths  belon- 
the  village  named.    On  Tuesday  I  inspscted  the  three 
pike  killed  a  few  weeks  ago  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Green  and  Mr. 
W.  Evans  in  the  Sawley  district,  at  the  shop  of  Mr. 
Arthur  Rodgers,  taxidermist,  Trent-street,  in  our  city, 
and  the  "  setting  up  "  was  remarkably  good.  The 
fish  were  males,  and  one  striking  feature  was  their 
remarkably  long  heads.     On  Monday  night,  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Waltonian  Society,  Mr.  H.  Warsop, 
the  preside  at,  was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  gift  sub- 
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PURPLE 
HEATHER." 

THE 

NEW 
JACKET. 


"  '  liESISTUS  '  is  the  name  of  a  new  cloth  which 
has  the  tenacity  and  somewhat  the  appearance  of 
.inen  twill,  but  to  the  touch  there  is  that  feeling  of 
softness  and  comfort  inseparable  from  a  woollen 
material.  ...  A  more  suitable  fabric  out  of 
which  to  fashion  sportsmen's  garments  could  not 
be  imagined." — Fishing  Gazette,  Nov.  14,  1896. 


"THE  'PURPLE  HEATHER' 
FISHING  JACKET 

will  be  received  with  favour  by  those  who  study 
comfort  with  appearance."  —  Fishing  Gazette, 
Nov.  14,  1896.   

"  An  admirably  designed  coat  ....  bo  out 
at  the  back  that,  while  it  allows  the  greatest 
possible  freedom  to  the  shoulders  and  arms,  it 
always  falls  into  its  place  and  hangs  well  and  ship- 
shape. It  is,  in  fact,  exactly  what  a  true  sports- 
man requires — a  thoroughly  useful  and  workman- 
like garment." — Bod  and  Oun,  Oct.  17,  1896. 


RE81STUS." 
THE 
NEW 
CLOTH. 


DR.  JAEGER'S  CO. 

PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 

42,  CONDUIT  STREET,  W 

Telegrams— "HIGHMOST.  LONDON." 


AS  SUPPLIED  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY. 

CONSOMME  differs  in  important 
essentials  from  any  preparation  that 
is  being  offered  to  the  public.  Meat 
extracts  merely  supply  a  basis  for 
making  soups  and  graries.  Maggi's 
Consomme  is  itself  a  perfectly  made 
clear   soup  of   the  best  quality, 
instantly  prepared  by  the  simple 
addition    of   boiling   water,  and 
requiring  no  other  addition  or  seasoning  whatever.     In  Continental 
households,  where  the  average  of  domestic  cookery  is  higher  than  in  this 
country,  and  where  few  ready-made  preparations  are  used,  Maggi  is  a 
"  household  word,"  because  it  represents  results  equal  to 
the  best  achievements  of  the  skilled  cook.     The  Con- 
somme is  put  up  in  gelatine  tubes,  which  protect  it  from 
the  air  and  ensure  its  keeping  in  any  climate.  This 
portability  and  keeping  property,  combined  with  the  ease 
and  quickness  of  preparation,  make  it   invaluable  for 
Anglers,  Sportsmen,  and  Travellers,  and  its  superiority  to 
anything  else  of  the  kind  has  been  vouched  for  by  the  head 
of  the  Jeaffreson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  by  officers 
of  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  by  many  other  travellers.  In 
the  sick-room  it  is  not  only  more  palatable  and  men 
quickly  prepared  than  beef  tea,  but  its  food  value  is  of 
high  order.     The  Lancet  testifies  to  its  "real  nutrient  as  well  as 
stimulating  properties,"  and  equally  favourable  opinions  have  been 
expressed  by  other  medical  and  hospital  papers.    In  cost  it  compares 
favourably  with  any  other  food  preparation  of  the  kind.    It  is  put  up 
in  boxes  containing  ten  tubes  or  capsules,  each  of  which  will  make 
I  pint  of  strong  soup,  at  the  price  of  1/8  per  box,  post  free  1/9.    It  can 
be   obtained   of   all   grocers,   Italian   warehousemen,   and  chem'sts 
in  town  and  country,  or  the  Sole  Agents  for  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies, 

COSENZA  &  CO.,  95,  WIGfflORE  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 


scribed  for  by  the  members,  who  mustered  to  the  extent 
of  nearly  sixty.  The  presentation  was  entrusted  to  the 
care  of  Mr.  John  Frettingham,  who  briefly  alluded  to  the 
splendid  services  which  Mr.  Warsop  had  rendered  to  the 
society  in  the  past.  Mr.  Warsop  suitably  responded,  and 
the  proceediogs  of  the  evening  were  highly  enjoyed  by  the 
large  number  of  the  "brotherhood"  present. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  of  a  satisfactory 
kind  for  fishing,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  mildness  of 
the  season,  very  many  anglers  have  left  Sheffield  to  try 
their  fortune  in  the  river  Trent,  which  is  just  now  in 
excellent  condition  for  roach  fishing.  At  Laneham, 
Sheffielders  have  fared  remarkably  well  amongst  roach, 
and  although  bites  were  not  numerous,  yet  when  they 
did  cc3ur  they  did  bite,  and  were  well  worth  angling  for. 
Catches  ranging  from  71b.  to  201b.  per  rod  have  been 
frequent,  and  the  fish  have  all  run  to  decent  size,  many 
tipping  the  scale  at  over  lib.  At  Dunham  and  Cl  fton 
there  have  been  several  fishermen  out,  who  have  had  no 
reason  to  complain  of  the  sport  that  has  fallen  to  their 
lot.  Mr.  W.  Arnold,  in  a  couple  of  days'  fishing,  secured 
441b.  of  roach.  The  Lincohishire  waters  have  not 
fished  up  to  the  usual  mark,  the  waters  at  Baid- 
ney  jielding  little  or  no  sport.  Better  results 
have  been  obtained  in  the  Dogdyke,  where,  by  using 
worm  as  bait,  nice  takes  of  roach  have  been  secured.  _  At 
Boston  pike  anglers  have  had  a  fairly  merry  time  of  it,  a 
large  number  of  fish  having  been  landed,  the  weight 
averaging  from  21b.  to  101b.  The  fiiandly  relations 
between  the  two  Sheffield  angling  associations  still 
continue  to  endure,  and  the  officials  are  combining  in  the 
work  of  stocking  the  waters  in  which  they  have  mutual 
interests.  A  short  time  ago  the  officials  engaged  in  a 
friendly  fishing  match  at  Saxilby,  but  the  fish  would  not 
bite,  and  although  there  were  nineteen  fishers  only  eight 
fish  were  caught,  ^'iotory,  however,  rested  with  the 
officials  of  the  ofispring  society,  the  Sheffield  Amalga- 
mated Anglers'  Society,  whose  take  was  equal  in  number, 
but  heavier  in  weight,  to  that  of  their  opponents.  A 
pleasant  little  dinner  was  afterwards  partaken  of,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  friendship  thus  cemented  will  do  much  to 
further  the  prospscts  of  fishing.  The  Idle  is  just  now  in 
splendid  trim  for  roach  fishing,  and  this  and  the  Trent 
should  provide  ample  sport.  I  am  told  that  the  prospects 
for  the  approaching  breeding  season  in  the  Trent  are  very 
rosy,  several  fish  having  been  taken  that  were  found  to  be 
in  a  very  forward  state,  owing  to  the  mildness  of  the 

weather.   

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
The  forthcoming  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Severn 
Conservancy  Board  is  being  awaited  with  more  than  usual 
interest,  and  there  is  promise  of  lively  discussion.    It  is 


intimated  in  last  week's  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that 
the  representatives  of  the  coarse  fish  anglers  intend  to 
move  "  that  from  Bridgnorth  downstream  be  exempt  from 
all  netting  operations  and  licence  duty  for  taking  coarse 
fish."  Although,  perhaps,  in  the  absence  of  arguments  to 
justify  these  demands,  it  were  not  well  to  altogether  pre- 
judge, this  would  seem  an  unreasonable  course  to  pursue, 
as  no  good  purpose  can  be  served  by  reverting  to  the  days 
of  free  fishing,  and  seeking  to  deprive  the  board  of  a 
portion  of  its  income.  While  fully  admitting  the 
weakness  of  fishery  legislation,  it  should _  be  at  the 
same  time  remembered  that  the  board  is  the  only 
legally  constituted  body  through  which  the  interests 
of  Severn  anglers  can  be  served.  If  the  coarse  fishers 
should  succeed  in  obtaining  what  they  now  seek  to  secure, 
they  would,  to  an  extent,  put  themselves  out  of  court,  and 
could  not  go  to  the  board  as  contributors  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  fisheries  with  demands  for  consideration  at  its 
hands.  Judging  the  proposals  broadly,  it  will  be  at  once 
apparent  that,  were  tae  board  to  pass  a  resolution  such  as 
the  one  in  question,  they  would  be  committing  a  grave 
injustice  to  the  anglers  of  Shropshire  and  Montgomery- 
shire. A  large  proportion  of  the  latter  are  coarse  fishers 
pure  and  simple,  and  to  charge  them  2s.  per  annum  for 
their  licences,  as  is  now  the  practice,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  release  the  coarse  fishers  of  the  lower  waters  from  the 
payment  of  the  Is.  licence  fee  now  imposed,  would  be 
manifestly  unfair.  The  argument,  of  course,  is  that  trout 
do  not  exist  in  the  lower  pirts  of  the  river,  and  no  licence 
is  legally  necessary  for  coarse  fish.  Trout  there  certainly 
are  in  the  upper  waters,  but  so  scarce  are  they  that  were 
it  not  for  the  privilege  of  taking  mixed  bags,  very  few  anglers 
would  think  it  worth  while  to  take  out  a  licence  to  fish. 
The  difference  between  the  lower  water  anglers  and  their 
brethren  of  Shropshire  and  Montgomery  would  seem  to  be 
that  the  former  desire  river  protection  free  of  cost,  whi'e 
the  latter  are  prepared  to  pay  anything  that  may  be 
reasonably  required  of  them  provided  they  can  but  obtam 
better  fishing.  Whether  or  not  the  Severn  board  is 
legally  entitled  to  call  upon  coarse  fish  anglers  to  take  out 
rod  and  line  licences  is  a  problem  which  has  not  been 
satisfactorily  solved  in  the  courts  of  justice,  and_  the 
resolution  of  the  coarse  fish  anglers  cannot  definitely 
decide  it  one  way  or  another.  Either  the  charge  is  legal 
or  it  is  not.  If  it  is  legal,  then  the  board  has  no 
alternative  but  to  enforce  it.  If  it  is  not,  then  the  board 
should  be,  as  early  as  possible,  authorised  to  levy  sach 
licence  fees  as  may  be  required  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts.  With  the  desire  of  the 
coarse  fish  representatives  to  better  spoit  and  obtain 
increased  protection  for  coarse  fish  few  can  be  out  of 
sympathy,  but  their  demand  for  free  fishing  should  meet 
with  little  support  from  those  who  have  the  best  interests 
of  the  .angling  public  at  heart. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Quite  a  dearth  of  angling  news  ia  this  district.  The 
rivers  have  again  been  up  and  discoloured,  and  very  few 
have  attempted  to  fish  ;  but  those  few  that  did  caught  a 
nice  lot  of  roach  and  dace,  and  those  in  the  Severn.  The 
Severn  will  soon  fine  down,  but  the  Avon  is  still  high  and 
badly  discoloured. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  generally  has  been  poor  on  the  Yorkshire 
streams,  most  of  which  have  continued  in  flood.  Later 
reports,  however,  show  that,  as  the  rivers  clear,  grayling 
fishing  is  improving.  Grayling  are  in  excellent  condition 
in  the  Wharfe,  Yore,  Costa,  Swale,  and  Eden.  An 
agitation  has  commenced  among  the  salmon  fishermen  at 
Goole  and  in  the  Lower  Ouse  district  for  an  altjration  of 
the  ssason.  The  river  is  a  late  one,  and  the  close  time 
begins  on  September  1,  just  when  the  fish  are  in  their 
prime.  It  is  hoped  that  the  season  may  be  extended  by 
another  fourteen  days.  A  petition,  signed  by  seventy 
fishermen  of  the  Goole  district,  was  presented  to  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  by  Mr.  J.  Hopley,  of  Goold,  who 
has  received  a  letter  from  the  secretary,  stating  that  the 
boaid  had  carefully  considered  the  matter,  but  it  was  now 
too  late  to  get  a  bye-law  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  time  for  next  season.  The  matter  will,  however,  be 
dealt  with  at  a  later  meeting.  The  Old  Ebor  Anglmg 
Association  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Bay  Horse  Inn, 
Blossom-street,  on  Friday,  when  a  pleasant  evening  was 
spent.  By  curtailing  expenses  generally,  it  was  anticipated 
the  club  would  be  able  to  fish  three  matches,  there  being  a 
balance  of  £3  4s.  in  hand.  There  has  been  a  moderate 
amount  of  local  fishing  around  York,  but  the  New  Year  s 
j  ield  has  been  disappointing  both  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  city  and  further  afield. 


AN  EXTRAORDINARY  FISH. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  Capt. 
Kershaw  reported  that  he  had  interviewed  a  specimen  of  a 
very  exceptional  fish— the  ribbon  fish— of  which  there 
was  not  one  perfect  specimen  existing  in  the  known  world. 
This  fish  was  very  much  like  an  elongated  sole,  and  was 
14ft.  in  length.  It  is  a  great  curiosity,  and  was  purchased 
by  Lord  Walter  Rothschild,  a  considerable  price  being 
given  for  it.  The  ribbon  fish  has  the  reputation  of  hvmg 
at  an  immense  depth— 500  to  800  fathoms— and  the  one 
referred  to  was  found  on  the  New  Zealand  coast  by  Mr. 
Mackenzie.  It  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  some 
volcanic  eruption  and  thrown  up  on  the  coast. 

The  abjve  particulars  given  by  Capt.  Kershaw  may  be 
supplemented  by  the  following  further  notes  on  this 
interesting  fish.  It  is  the  best  known  example  of  the 
genus  of  marine  fishes  termed  Gijmnetnt?,  which  inhabit 
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tbe  greatest  ocean  depths,  and  which  are  ODly  occasionally 
stranded  after  a  succession  of  storms,  generally  in  a 
mutilated  condition,  owing  to  the  brittkness  of  their 
todies  and  the  porous  and  soft  nature  of  their  bones.  The 
ribbon  fish  takf  s  its  name  from  tbe  compressed  ribbon-like 
form  of  its  body.  In  specimens  20ft.  long  and  12in.  deep 
the  breadth  has  been  only  lin.  or  2in.  in  the  thickest  part. 
Tbe  eyes  are  large  and  the  month  small ;  the  teeth  feeble, 
and  tbe  head  deep  and  short.  The  dorsal  fin  extends 
along  the  fntire  length  of  the  rilge  of  t'le  back,  and  is 
supported  by  numerous  rays,  the  foremost  portion  of  the 
fin  being  detached  from  the  rest  and  much  elongated. 
Tbe  tail  fin  is  generally  small,  and  is  directed  upwards  like 
a  fan.  They  are  fish  of  extraordinary  appearance,  and 
th(  ir  great  length  has  led  them  to  be  described  as  sea 
serpei  t5.  Indeed,  ribbon  fis-h  have  been  supposed  by  many 
to  explain  the  accounts  of  that  monster.      G.  E.  de  C. 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  usual  weekly  meetir  g  of  the  above  society  was  held 
on  Mondiy  last,  the  10th  inst.,  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Mr.  H.  Harden.  During  the  evening  it  transpired  that 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  had  recently  re-stocked  ore  of  the 
society's  waters— the  Moor  stream,  at  Newbury — with  no 
fewer  than  sixty-five  brace  of  trout,  averaging  quite  21b. 
apiece,  any  many  weighing  from  31b.  to  41b.  As  these  fish 
had  not  spawned,  there  should  be  a  fine  stock  of  fish  later 
on  ;  and  during  the  coming  season  the  parent  fish,  together 
with  a  large  number  of  three-year-olds,  which  are  to  be 
turned  in  shortly,  should  afford  good  sport  to  members. 

G.  B.  de  C. 


B.C.,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  a  considerable 
amount  of  routine  business  was  dispatched.  Tha  water  at 
Kelvedon  was  reported  in  good  condition,  but  fining  after 
the  recent  rains,  Mr.  H.  Short,  one  day,  capturing 
fourteen  roach  weighing  14Jlb.  Members  should  watch 
and  take  every  available  opportunity  in  visiting  this 
fishery  before  the  end  of  the  season. 

The  sub  committee  again  favourably  reported  on  the 
trout  wa^^er,  fish  in  good  numbers  being  on  the  redds. 
Messrs.  Connellan  and  Hicks  reported  taking  roach 
from  the  Stour  ;  Mr.  Wiight,  jack,  from  the  Ouse.  Two 
new  members  were  proposed.  A  special  meeting  of  the 
committee  will  be  held  at  6  o'clock  next  Tuesday,  Jan.  18. 

The  annual  general  meeting  takes  place  on  Jan.  25. 
The  usual  votes  of  thanks  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Alex.  Wright. 


bury  the  hatchet  over  the  Unity  question.  (Hoar,  hear.) 
It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  hearty  congratu- 
lations of  the  society  be  sent  to  the  London  Anglers' 
Association  upon  tbe  result  of  Ihsir  recent  netting,  acd 
for  their  efforts  to  obtain  fish  for  re-stocking  purposes 
from  the  London  parks.  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  weighed-in 
a  roach  from  the  Thames,  at  Teddington,  weight  lib.  ;Joz. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Dk.  Patterson  occupied  the  chair  at  our  weekly 
meeting  at  tbe  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street, 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
At  a  well  attended  meeting  of  this  society  on  Monday, 
Mr.  T.  Barnes  presided.  Mr.  J.  A.  Drewitt  was  elected  a 
member,  and  Mr.  C.  Hussey  and  Mr.  C.  Purkiss  were 
elected  honorary  members.  Mr.  J.  R.  Kichardson 
proposed  that  Mr.  Levy,  of  Kingston,  be  an  honorary 
member;  Mr.  P.  HiU  seconded.  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett 
proposed  that  Mr.  Pitt,  of  Kingston,  be  a  member  ;  Mr. 

F.  Loekett  seconded.  Mr.  Hankins  proposed  that  Mr. 
Lawley  be  a  member;  Mr.  Eichxrdson  seconded.  The 
hon.  secretary  said  that  when  these  three  members  were 
elected  at  the  next  meeting  the  membership  would  be  106. 
(Hear,  hear.)  It  was  decided  that  a  discussion  re  holding 
a  fancy  dress  ball  should  take  place  on  Feb.  7,  which  has 
been  fixed  as  the  date  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Bolt's  lecture.  Mr. 

G.  D,  Deuchar  was  elected  as  a  vice-president,  and  Mr. 

H.  T.  Grant  Marston  was  elected  on  the  committee.  Mr. 
Biihardson  reported  that  he  had  attended  the  last 
delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Association  and  had  been 
well  received.    Tbe  delegates  had  apparently  decided  to 


WARRINGTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  tbe  above  association  was  hell 
on  Jan.  6  at  the  headquarters.  Roebuck  Hotel,  Bridge- 
street.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  momberB  over 
whom  Mr.  J.  Lyon  Whittle  presided.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Mr.  P.  Knight,  secretary;  Mr.  Fred.  J. 
Bmson,  assistant-secretary;  Mr.  A.  Cook,  treasurer; 
Councillor  Henry  Roberts,  Mr.  James  iieycolds  (Liver- 
pool), Mr  Ed.  Porter,  Mr.  W.  A.  Proud,  Mr.  Jchn 
Mawson,  Mr.  Nathan  Cook,  &c. 

The  secretary,  in  presenting  his  report,  said-  "The 
association  had  reached  a  higher  position  than  it  had  ever 
done  before,  the  number  of  subscribing  memb^r.s  having 
increa'^ed  153,  making  a  total  of  351  on  Dec.  31  list  The 
nver  Gowy  has  received  some  attention  at  the  hands  of 
the  committee,  tbe  weeds  having  been  entirely  cleared 
away  at  considerable  expense.  Mention  oog'it  also  to  be 
made  of  the  gift  of  about  1400  trout  by  Mr.  J.  Lyon 
Whittle,  and  which,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Gowy 
Angling  Society,  are  being  reared  in  their  ponds  at  Stam- 
ford Bridge  and  wiU  be  turned  into  the  Gowy  probably 
at  the  end  of  1898,  when  they  will  have  attained  an  age 
to  protect  themselves.  The  fishing  rights  have  been 
secured  on  the  glebe  lands  adjoining  Plemstall  Church 
and  also  on  the  Barrow  side  of  the  brook  opposit^ 
PlemstaU.  The  Lymm  water  has  also  received  atten- 
tion, the  snags  having  been  cleared  from  the  bed  of 
the  river  and  obstructions  removed  from  the  banks 
Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  members  tj 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ADDtESTONE  (Way),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 

Althornb  (Cronch),  A,  Essex,  36,  Ss. 

Ambeelet  (Aran).  F,  Sussex,  6s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Misbonrn),  I  Bucks,  23f ;  2s.  3d. 

Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  48.  4d. 

ArdlbiQH  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56;  48.  9d. 

Aelesey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  .3s.  lid. 

ASHUBST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32 ;  3s.  4d. 

Audlby  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  4t;  3s.  6^. 

AVLESBURY  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48;  3s.  8d. 

Babcombe  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60 ;  Ss.  6d 

Battlesbbidge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29;  28.  4^d. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  58. 

Berkhampstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28;  2s.  lid. 

BiLLERlCAY  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s. 

Billinqhuest  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4s.  8d. 

Bigbleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 

Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  9id 

Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74 ;  53.  2d. 

Bletchley  (Ousel),- H,  Bucks,  46i;  4s.  Hd. 

Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  Ss.  3d. 

BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61f ;  53.  IJd. 

BotJRKE  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28i;  38. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22i;  2s.  8d. 

BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24i ;  2s.  6d. 

Braintheb  (Blaekwater),  A,  Essex,  45 ;  3s.  lOd. 

Braughing  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30^;  2s.  7id. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86i;  7s.  3^d. 

Beicket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22;  2s. 

BROXBOnRNB  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17^ ;  Is.  6d. 

BuNTiNGFORD  (Rib),  Herts,  33J;  2s.  lid. 

Bures  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  4s.  6^d. 

BuRNHAM-ON- Crouch,  A,  Essex,  39;  3s.  3d. 

BoKNT  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77i;  6s.  6d. 

Burnt  Mill  (Stort  ),A,  Essex,  25;  Is.  llM. 
BnsHBY  (Cobie),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 

Byflbet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  aif ;  tt.  3d. 
OastlbHedingham  (Colne),  A.Essex,  56i»4s.llid. 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  60i;  4s.  2id. 

Chalfont  Koad  (Misbouin),  1,  Bucks,  22;  2s. 

Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
CheSHAM  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27 ;  2s.  5d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29f ;  2s.  6M. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14i ;  Is.  2d 
Chbrtset  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22^;  23.  4d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  l-3i ;  Is.  lid. 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27 ;  28.  lOd 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  5s.  Id. 
Choelby  "Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Glare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62 ;  5s.  3d. 
GOBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18| ;  28. 
COLOHESTBE-fColne),  A,  Essex,  51|-  43.  4id 
Colne  (Colne).  A,  Essex,  57^ ;  4s.  6d 
COLN'BEOOK  (CoIue),E,  Bucks,  16i;  Is.  8d. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  254;  2s.  lOd. 
OOWDBN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  38. 
CeOMEE,  a,  Norfolk,  139;  IDs. 
Datohet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,28i;  28.  3d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86^;  7s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  P,  Surrey,  26 ;  2s.  8d. 
ijARLSWOOD  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21i ;  2s 
East  Qrinstead  (Medway),  P,  Sussex,  30;  3s.  6d 
ijAST  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  4s. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76i ;  .53.  4d. 
Edbnbridgb  (Eden),  0  F,  Kent,  33;  28.  8d 
MHAM  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21;  2s.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70i;  5s.  IIM. 
Elstrbe  (Eeservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is  3d 
ijLSENHAM  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  Old. 
ENFIELD  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12 ;  Is. 
Epping  (Bodmg),  A,  Essex,  17 ;  Is.  5M. 
ESHER{Mole).  D.Surrey,  141;  Is  6d 
Fambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35;  2s  lOd 
Fliiwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40;  4s.  2d. 
FOREST  Bow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  Ss.  6d 
FOLWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  121 ;  Is.  4d 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44f ;  4s  9d. 

Essex,  48,  3s.  lOid. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  36i ;  33.  Id 
Gt  MissENDON  (Misbourn),  I,  Bncka,  29 ;  23  9d. 
nSL^?'°^  0  D,  Surrey,  28i;  3a.  k 

OtmiON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138 ;  lOs. 


Hadham  (Ash),  A,- Herts,  25i;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62i ;  43.  8M 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex ;  141 ;  Is.  6A 
Hampton  "WrcK  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  141-  Is  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds.  37 ;  38.  lid. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26i;  2s.  Ud 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27A;  2s  7d 
Hartfibld  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17i  ;  Is.  lOd 
Hatfield  Pe V£EEL(Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  -36 ;  3s  Id 
HAYWARDS  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  4s 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11^  ■  Is 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35f ;  3s,  91 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24i;  2s.  6d 
Hilgat  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88f ;  6s.  lOM. 
HORLBY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25 ;  2s.  8d 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37 ;  3s  lOd 
HORSTED  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36^;  3s,  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114^ ;  9s.  6d. 

Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58|;  6s.  2d. 
IRCHESTER  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blaekwater),  A,  Essex,  421;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is,  3d. 
LakenheATH  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82^ ;  6s.  lljd. 
Langford    Hall  Fishery  (Blaekwater);  A. 

Essex,  44;  3s.  .3^d.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16f,  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  321;  3s.  5d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19i;  2s. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40|;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  6s.  2d. 
Lingfikld  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28 ;  2s.  8d. 
LiTTLEPORT  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  63.  5d. 
Loughton  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  O^d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61^;  5s.  2id. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  lUi;  iOs 


28.  3id, 


0. 


A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 

B.  Great  'Weatem  (Paddington). 
South-Eaatem   (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge 
and  New  OroBS). 
South- Western  (Waterloo). 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 

E. 
F. 
Q. 
H, 
I. 


Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 
L.  B.  &  S.  C,  (London  Bridge  and  'Victoria). 
Midland  (St.  Pancras). 
North- Weatem  (Euston). 
Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 

W  M<g>  $houit  m  18  new  stations. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24i ;  2s  6d 
Maldon  East  (Blaekwater),  A, Essex, 44;  3s  3'-d 
Maldon,  West  (Blaekwater),  A,  Essex;  38  2d! 
Manningtrek  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  5s.  OM 
March  (Nene,  &c.),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23;  2s 
Mark's  Tby  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47:  -3s  llid 
MiDHURST(Eother),DF,  Sussex,  61-  6s  " 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  7fii  ;  Ss.  HA 
Moulsford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  4f<i  -  63  Id 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9^  -'  Is 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Es.-^ex,  42.i :  3s.  od. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  1.34 ;  lOs 
North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  191;  is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52i;  5s  4d 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts.  -55f ;  5s.  lOd- 
Ongar  (Roding),  A.  Essex,  22  ;  is.  lUd 
OXTED  (Eden),  C  P,  Surrey,  21 :  2s.  Id 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31J;  4a 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41'  -  43  4d 
Park  Street  {Y&x).  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s' 
Bonder's  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10 ;  9d 
Potter's  Bar  (Colue),  E,  Middlesex,  12|;  Is.  .3d 
Polboroush  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  58.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions,  2s.  6d). 
Badlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  :  3b  9d 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20f  ;  2s 
Eickmans WORTH  (Colne),  H  I,"  Herts,  22-5  •  Is  9d 
ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22i  ;  Is.  9d. 
RUDpyiCK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex. 44;  4s.  2d 
RyjJ  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  ls.8d, 
Sj.NDY  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
IjAwbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ; 
Selham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58;  5s.  6d 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  3s.  2d 
Sharnbbook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55 ;  5s.  9d. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4s.  5id. 
Shenfield  (Chehner),  A,  Essex,  20^;  Is  8d 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18|;  2s. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18i;  Is.  lid. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19|;  23. 
Standon  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  29i;  2s.  6id. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex.  33  ;  2s.  lOd 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  fierts,  20;  2s.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70i ;  6s.  2d 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20^;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neois  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51i;  5s.  od. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37;  33.  6d 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58^;  4s.  Hid 
Sunbury  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  161;  Is.  8d 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22i ;  2s  4d 
Tempsfoed  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47i":  Is.  Ud 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49^;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  3id 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 
Thehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38| ;  4s.  Id. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  311;  3s  4d 
Tunbridge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29i;  3s.  3d 
Twyford  (Thames),  B.  Berks,  31 ;  38.  3d. 
UXBRiDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex.  151-  la  7d 
Virginia  Water  (Thames).  D,Berks,  23-  2s  6  J 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  lOd 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22^;  Is.  Ud. 
Waterbeach  (Cam).  A,  Cambs.  61;  53.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46-  48. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  331;  33.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B.  Middlesex,  13i ;  Is  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45;  4s.  8d 
West  Mill  (Rib),  .A,  Herts.  32.; ;  2s.  9ki. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2s. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49;  43.  2d 
Wiokford  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  28.  2d. 
Widford  (Ash),  A,  Herts.  24;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21^ ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blaekwater).  A,  Essex,  39 ;  Ss.  SJd. 
Woking  (Bas'ugstke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24i";  23.6d 
Woodh am  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31-  2s  7d' 
WRAYSBURY(Thm3.ifcCohie),D,Bucks,21|-  2s  Sd! 
Wrosham  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  1221 ;  IDs 
Talding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38^;  48. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  Ac.),  A,  Norfolk,  121;  10s. 
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approach  this  water  ou  the  Lymm  side  at  all  times  with- 
out iiiterruptiou.  Poaching  having  beeu  carried  on  there 
during  the  past  season,  the  c  ommittee  decided  to  use  every 
effort  to  bii  g  a  cas3  before  the  magistrates,  and  iu  this 
we  were  Buccessfuland  obtained  a  conviction.  This  entirely 
put  a  stop  to  illegal  fishing,  and  established  our  sole  rights 
to  tlie  tithing  in  this  water.  Efforts  are  again  to  be  made 
to  obtain  permission  to  place  a  dam  across  the  mouth  and 
so  prevent  tic  inrush  of  all  noxious  matters.  The  Old 
(^uay  Canal  has  improved  to  such  an  extent  during  tin 
past  year,  that  we  feel  justified  in  again  trying  to  make  a 
successful  fishery  of  this  water.  We  have  p'aced  in 
this  water  200  roach  and  about  seventy  good  sized 
carp  and  tench  (the  latter  another  gift  from  Mr. 
J.  Lyon  Whittle).  Other  consignments^  of  fish  will 
be  placed  in  this  water  as  opportunities  occur  to 
obtain  them.  Efforts  are  also  being  made  to  secure  other 
waters  for  the  benefit  of  the  members  of  the  association. 
The  angling  contests  passed  off  very  well,  and  were  fairly 
successful.  The  committee  regret  that  the  members  do 
not  patronise  these  contests  in  greater  numbers,  con- 
sidering  the  time  and  trouble  devoted  to  collecting  prizes 
and  carrying  out  the  details  of  these  competitions  incur. 
One  new  station,  Mollington,  has  beeu  added  to  our  list 
on  the  travelling  card.  The  Provincial  Anglers'  Association 
has  been  successful  in  obtaining  permission  for  our 
members  to  fish  the  Shi-opshire  Union  Canal  free  of 
charge.  The  Benevolent  Fund  has  made  satisfactory 
progress  during  the  year,  a  balance  of  £11  9s.  2d.  being 
recorded  at  the  end  of  the  season.  The  committee  desire 
to  express  their  thanks  for  your  support  and  patronage 
daring  the  past,  and  hope  that  every  endeavour  will  be 
made  to  ensure  the  weU'a-e  of  the  association  in  the 
future." 

Mr.  Cook,  treasurer,  now  read  the  balance-sheet,  which 
showed  that  the  total  income  of  the  association  during  the 
past  year  had  been  £ll<i  153.  7d. ;  whilst  the  expenses 
were  £102  12s.  (Ul.,  thus  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£14  33.  IJd.  A  report  of  the  clearing  fund  was  read  by 
Mr.  Fred.  J.  Emson  (who  has  acted  as  secretary),  audfrom 
this  it  was  seen  that  £3  7s.  Id.  had  beeu  expended  on  the 
Lymm  water  and  £7  Cs.  8d.  on  the  river  Gowy.  A  balance 
in  hand  of  £1  lis.  lOd.  was  reported.  The  prizes  for 
specimen  fish  were  next  distributed,  and  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  E.  M. 
CrcsfielJ,  president;  Mr.  P.  Knight,  secretary ;  Mr.  Fred. 
J.  Emson,  assistant-secretary ;  and  Mr.  A.  Cook, 
treasurer.  Mr.  A.  Taylor  was  appointed  secretary  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund.  The  dite  of  the  annual  dinner  was 
fixed  for  Tuesday,  Feb.  8.  Fbkd.  J.  Emson. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
A  MEETING  of  ihe  executive  council  of  the  above  asso- 
ciation was  held  at  the  Stanley  Arms,  Leigh,  on  Saturday, 
Jan.  8.  There  were  present  Messrs.  J.  H.  Hall  (Staly- 
bridge),  R.  Cole  (Crewe),  A.  Hurst  (Athetton),  G. 
Sutherland  and  T.  Harford  (Wigan),  K.  Sohofield  (Farn- 
worth)  W.  Livfsiy  (Blackburn),  J.  W.  Witter,  E. 
Cocker,  J.  Hill  (Bolton),  and  T.  W.  Bedford,  hon. 
secretary.  . 
Mr.  Geo.  Sutherland,  J. P.,  was  appointed  to  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Two  letters  to  the  president  from  Mr.  Geo.  S.  Smseth,  late 
secretary  of  the  Manchester  Centre,  which  had  been 
ordered  to  stand  over  from  last  meeting,  were  again  con- 
sidered. Mr.  Smeeth  complained  that  ho  had  been 
officially  prevented  from  doing  his  duty,  but  the  secretary 
produced  a  letter,  dated  Dec.  18,  1896,  in  which  Mr. 
Smeeth  admitted  that  he  had  failed  to  obtain  a  represen- 
tative from  Manchester,  that  he  was  being  boycotted  by 
the  new  venture,  and  although  he  was  not  even  a  member 
of  a  club,  he  was  still  secretary  of  the  Manchester  Centre, 
and  would  carry  on  the  duties  if  the  general  secretary 
would  supply  him  with  a  liet  of  the  clubs  which  applied. 
It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  letters  lie  on  the 
table.  •  1 

The  secretary  reported  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
resolution  at  last  nieetinf,  liefhad  ciUed  a  meeting  of  the 
clubs  in  Manchester  ana  district  who  had  joined  as  un- 
attached clubs  last  year,  and  that  it  had  been  decided  to 
form  a  centre-with  Mr.  W.  Prescot  as  the  secretary.  The 
report  was  considered  satisfactory,  and  Messrs.  Hall  and 
Sutherland,  along  with  the  secretary,  were  deputed  to 
attend  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  centre. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  general  manager  of  the  Shrop- 
shire Union  Catals  intimating  that  in  future  a  separate 
charge  would  be  made  for  the  fishing  privilege  in  each 
of  the  seven  sections  into  which  the  canals,  for  this  purpose, 
had  been  divided.  The  council  was  very  desirous  of  renting 
the  whole  of  the  sections,  but  could  not  s'e  their  way  to 
the  required  amount,  having  no  authority  to  raise  the  pric3 
of  the  membership  tickets.  It  vies  finally  decided  to 
offer  a  smaller  amount  for  the  present  year,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  matter  should  be  reconsidered  at 
next  annual  meeting.  In  case  the  offer  was  declined,  the 
secretary  to  call  a  special  meethig  in  Bolton  at  the  earliest 
possible  date. 

The  question  of  trout  licences  and  the  law  was  very  fully 
discussed.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  a  fund  to 
defend  the  interests  of  those  w  ho  angle  for  coarse  fish  was 
urgently  reeded,  and  it  was  resolved  to  rejommend_  a 
minimum  levy  of  3d.  per  member,  and  to  solicit;  subscrip- 
tions from  non-menibars.  The  secretary  was  instructed 
to  draw  up  a  leaflet  stating  the  case  and  the  reasons  for 
the  appeal,  and  to  print  and  distribute  5000  copies. 

The  next  quarterly  meeting  was  fixed  to  take  place  at 
Blackburn.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairn^an  concluded 
the  prooaedings,  the  chairman  congratulating  the  members 
on  the  unanimity  shown  on  every  subject. 

Tnos.  W.  Redforu, 


LIMERICK  CONSERVATORS  AND 
CORMORANTS. 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Board  of 
Conservators,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Massy  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  Anthony  Mackey,  the  weir  proprietor,  called  attention 
to  the  destruction  of  salmon  and  trout  in  the  Shannon  by 
cormorants.  The  bird  was  exceptionally  plentiful  on  the 
river  and  its  tributaries,  and  each  consumed  8001b.  of  fish 
diet  during  the  year.  Measures  should  be  taken  to  reduce 
their  number  in  the  interests  of  the  fisheries.  The  board, 
having  discussed  the  matter,  resolved  to  pay  Is.  per  head 
for  each  erring  bird  destroyed,  A  troubled  time  is  in  store 
for  the  Shannon  cormorants.  J.  A.  B. 


A  DAY'S  SHOOTING  ON  THE  LARK. 
The  annual  tenants'  complimentary  day's  shooting 
was  given  on  Monday  last  by  Warren  do  la  Rue,  Esq.,  at 
Tuddenham  and  Barton  Mills.  A  grand  day's  sport  was 
obtained.  The  shooters  were  Messrs.  Place,  Last,  Wing, 
Peachley,  Harper,  Westley,  and  Wright.  _  About  150  heal 
of  game  were  killed.  Luncheon  was  laid  out  in  a  very 
sumptuous  way  at  the  Reading  Rooms,  Tuddenham.  Mr. 
T.  Gardner  taking  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Place, 
vice.  As  usual,  the  tenants  bad  the  privilege  of  inviting  a 
friend  each.  Mr.  T.  Gardner  proposed  the  health  of 
W.  de  la  Rue,  Esq.,  which  was  responded  to  with  musical 
honours,  followed  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Place  proposing  the  health 
of  Mr.  Pepper,  the  head  keeper,  who  well  looked  after 
the  party  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the  owner.  A  most 
pleasant  day  was  spent.  In  the  evening  an  adjournment 
was  made  to  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills.  Mildenhall 
(Host  W.  Howes),  as  he  always  does,  put  himself  to 
great  trouble  to  make  the  party  and  friends  merry  and 
happy.  A  very  convivial  evening  was  spent,  Mr.  James 
Peeling  taking  the  chair.  After  the  loyal  toasts  had  been 
given,  things  went  very  merrily,  which  was  kept  up  until 
the  worthy  Bruce  came  to  the  rescue,  and  sent  us  all  to 
the  rest  which  we  had  fairly  earned.  E.  J.  M. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent 
Agents,  55  and  5(i,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  with 
whom  we  have  made   arrangements  that  all  inquiries 
relating  to  patents,   designs,  and   trade  marks  will  be 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  ourreaders: 
Complete  Specifications  Accepted. 
4501 .    Fisher  and  Reilly, ' '  Otter  ' '  boards  for  trawling 
nets. 

23,549.    Chalkley,  cases  for  anglers'  flies  and  the  like, 
and  cyclists'  accessories. 
Patent  Illustrated. 

17,686.  Landing  nets.  Holmes,  A.,  Dunedin,  New 
Zealind.  The  frame  is  formed  of  four  short 
arms  jointed  triangle-wise,  the  two  inner  ones 
being  pivoted  at  their  end  on  a  stud  carried 
by  a  tongue,  also  pivoted  to  the  end  of  the 
handle.  The  outer  end  of  the  tongue  is 
capable  of  slight  movement  in  a  vertical  slot 
formed  in  a  fixed  ring.  The  upper  surface 
of  this  ring  has  recesses  and  corresponding 
slots  on  either  side  thereof.  When,  there- 
fore, the  collapeed  frame  is  released  and  the 
handle  held  in  a  suitable  manner,  the  inner 
arms  swing  about  the  pivotal  centre  at  top  of 
the  handle,  one  arm  passing  over  a  recefs, 
but  engaging  with  a  stop  on  the  ring,  whilst 
the  other  arm  is  arrested  in  a  recess,  and  the 
net  thus  brought  into  position  for  use.  When 
the  frame  is  turned  over  the  arms  drop  out  of 
the  recesses  and  swing  back  into  the  collapsed 
position.  A  modification  is  shown  in  which 
the  two  inner  arms  are  fitted  with  pawls 
which  engage  with  slots  in  a  disc  which 
replaces  the  ring. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
No\.ricE. — In  float  ledgering  the  lead  must  be  heavy 
enough  to  keep  the  bait  where  you  wish  it  to  rest  on  the 
bottom,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  the  float  cocked. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents,'] 

RE  "  MEN  I  HAVE  FISHED  WITH."    By  FRED 
MATHER. 

j^iR—la  au  i&tcresting  paper,  bearing  the  above  title, 
by  R.  B.  Marston,  in  the  Fishing  Oazctlc  of  Jan.  8,  the 
following  passage  occurs  : 

Speaking  of  "  the  late  Reuben  Wood''  (of  whom  a  very 
interesting  and  attractive  picture  is  given),  occurs  th~ 
following  paragraph:  'The  last  time  I  met  him,"  say 
Mr.  Mather,  "  he  refirred  to  our  first  fishing  experience 
by  saying,  'Fred,  are  you  catching  many  turtles  now? 
And  the  answer  was,  '  No,  Reub,  it  keeps  me  busy 
watching  wood  ducks  light  upon  the  trees.'  This  was 
playing  off  an  old  joke  the  boys  had  with  Reuben,  who,  in 
the  innocence  of  youth,  had  gone  after  some  ducks  they 
told  him  were  '  settled  ou  a  tree.'  " 

Permit  one,  who  has  shot  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
black  ducks  and  wood  ducks  in  Queensland,  to  say  that 
the  wood  duck  of  Australia  may  frequently  be  seen  ' '  sitting 
ill  trees."  I  have  seen  a  gum  tree  fairly  alive  with  wood 
ducks,  80  that  if  the  wood  duck  of  America  is  the  same  bird 


as  the  Australian,  the  joke  is  not  so  apparent  as  it  may 
seem  to  be  to  thofe  who,  like  myself,  have  examined  the 
feet  of  the  Australian  wood  duck,  and  have  found  it  only 
partially  webbed,  the  lower  parts,  including  the  claws, 
i)eing  free.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  Australian 
wood  duck  is  specially  adapted  for  "  sitting  in  trees."  1 
may  add  that,  on  the  table,  they  arc  drier  and  not  so  well 
flavoured  as  the  so-called  "  black  ducks,"  and  which  are 
really  brown. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[Mr.  Tod  is  nol  doubt  quite  correct.  Our  common  wild 
duck  occasionally  rests  in  trees,  but  one  would  hardly  go  out 
shooting  expecting  to  find  them  in  trees. —  Kd.  1. 

STATE  OF  THE  TYNE  AND  THAMES. 

Dear  Sib, — Referring  to  the  remarks  in  "  Jottings  by 
the  Way,"  in  last  week's  issue,  on  the  question  of 
introducing  salmon  into  the  Thames,  it  will  be  a  "  grand 
day  "  for  south  country  anglers  if  such  can  be  brought 
about.  Prom  what  I  have  seen  of  the  river,  however,  I 
fear  it  will  be  long  ere  salmon  will  run  the  gauntlet  of 
"  'Thames  pollution."  Those  who  know  the  rivers  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  comparison,  will  bear  me  out 
when  I  say  that  the  Tyne  has  at  almost  all  times  a  much 
more  rapid  flush  (I  use  this  term  for  want  of  a  better) 
than  the  Thames.  The  sewage  cannot  lie  or  deposit,  but 
is  swept  out  to  sea.  The  great  depth  at  the  ' '  bar ' '_  at  the 
river  mouth,  and  the  magnificent  dredging  operatioDS  of 
the  "Tyne  Commission,"  have  brought  about  wonders. 
The  hkc  voire  of  former  years — the  bar,  the  narrows,  the 
In  Sand,  Middle  Ground,  and  Dortwick  Sands— have  now 
disappeared,  and  the  waterway  is  now  deep  enough  and 
wide  enough  to  float  a  battleship.  The  salmon  have  no 
doubt  their  difficulties  in  their  run  of  over  twelve  to 
fourteen  miles  beyond  Newburn  before  they  get  past  tidal 
water;  but  there  is  no  lack  of  fish,  especially  when  the 
autumn  rains  descend,  and  north  and  south  Tyne  flo  ds 
come  down,  and  the  old  river  gets  a  thorough  clean  out. 
There  is  no  long  sluggish  tlow  in  any  part  of  the  Tyne 
such  as  is  found  in  the  low-lying  ground  in  parts  of  the 
middle  and  upper  Thames;  so  perfectly  have  the  "  Tyne 
Commission  ' '  done  their  work,  that  in  spite  of  the  enormous 
growth  of  the  towns  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  all  the 
sewage  pouring  in,  at  spring  tidei  the  salt  water  is  quite 
visible,  and  the  "  briny  "  smell  (not  sewer  stink)  asserts 
itself  even  as  far  up  as  the  Swing  Bridge  at  Newcastle.  In 
spite  of  all  this,  1  need  not  say  we  have  still  cause  of 
complaint  on  the  Tyne  on  the  score  of  "  sewage , ' '  but  mostly 
in  the  upper  reaches,  from  paper  mills  and  dye  work?. 
Cases  of  poisoning,  of  course,  here  and  there  occur  where 
fish  in  their  run  have  been  driven  into  the  side,  and  run 
into  flush  of  some  chemical  sewage  at  Jarrow  or  WaUsend, 
but  such  cases  have  not  been  serious,  considering  the  fact 
of  the  enormous  population  on  its  banks  and  the  navigation 
going  on,  the  Tyne  stands,  in  my  opinion,  well  up  the 
ladder.  We  had  a  very  heavy  run  of  fish  last  autumn,  and 
if  the  river  nets  were  abolished,  and  our  Conservancy 
Board  would  waken  up,  we  might  get  good  spring  fishing. 
I  have  fished  the  Tyne  thirty-five  years,  and  have  always 
understood  it  was  a  salmon  river,  so  that  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  remark  made  "whether  the  Tyne  .  •.  • 
will  ever  be  sufficiently  clear  to  become  a  salmon  river  is 
another  question."  The  revenue  from  the  salmon  rod 
licences  alone  amounts  to  about  £240  per  annum,  which 
speaks  for  itself . 

I  fear  the  smolts  in  the  Thames  under  present  conditions 
would  never  reach  the  sea. — Yours  faithfully, 
J.  Haebottle 
(Hon.  Sec.  Northumbrian  Anglers' 
Federation). 

P.S.— Any  amount  of  "shrimp"  now  are  got  between 
the  Tyne  Bridges,  and  eels  are  countless. 

SEA.  SHRIMPS  AS  BAIT  FOR  TROUT. 
SiE,— Your  correspondent  "Pheasant  Tail,"  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  tf  Jan.  1,  asks  for  advice  regarding  sea 
shrimps  as  bait  for  trout.  On  Dartmoor,  I  can  only  say  that 
in  1874  a  gentleman,  resident  in  Exeter,  used  to  be  daily 
supplied  by  your  humble  servant  with  a  pint  pf  picked 
(viz.,  shelled)  sea  shrimps,  colour  light  pink,  which  have  a 
sword  like  the  prawn.  Only  true  shrimps  have  thii 
weapon.  These  shrimps  were  a  secret,  only  known  to  the 
pair  of  us.  His  daily  catth  varied  from  70  to  120  for  one 
week,  which  was  a  record  week,  but  his  usual  average  wa? 
from  four  to  six  dozen  daily  for  about  a  month  in  tb" 
season.  This,  I  think,  will  satisfy  "Pheasant  Tail's" 
inquiry.  You,  I  know,  Mr.  Editor,  have  fished  the 
Dartmoor  streams.  Did  you  ever  try  them  ?— Yours  truly, 

Frank  Gosden. 


LIVE  BAITING  FOR  PIKE  IN  NORFOLK. 

Dear  Sir,— Last  week  my  brother  and  self  had  some 
good  pike  fishing  in  Norfolk,  and  I  thought  that  a  short 
account  of  same  might  interest  many  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette, 

First  day  :  We  were  fishing  on  private  water  and  baiting 
with  Thames  dace  and  gold  fish  ;  had  thirty -eight  runs  in 
five  hours,  securing  twenty-nine  pike;  total  weight, 
1051b.    Several  returned  under  size. 

Second  day:  Ou  public  water  (near  Yarmouth),  we  had 
only  one  run  all  day. 

Third  day  :  1  was  fishing  alone  on  same  pubhc  water 
from  11  o'clock  till  3  30.  Sharp  frost  overnight,  and 
wind  S  E.  Sunny  day.  I  landed  eight  pike,  scaling 
respectively  291b.,  14|lb.,  llilb.,  lOflb.,  91b  ,  41b.,  and 
two  under  size ;  five  largest,  total  weight,  74ilb.  The 
largest  was  43iin.  long,  with  an  average  girth  20Jin., 
and  caught  with  a  2m.  gold  fish,  and  took  a  good 
twenty  minutes  to  laud.  The  291b.  fish  was  caught  last, 
and  soon  after,  while  drawing  my  line  in,  a  large  fish  took 
bait  (live  roach),  snapped  the  gimp,  and  disappeared  with 
floats  and  trace  into  tlie  reeds. 

The  above  weights  can  be  verified  by  the  hon.  sec.  ot 
Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society,— Yours  truly,  W.  B 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPOEATED 

ANflLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  22nd,  1898. 


THE  EARLY  SPRING  ANGLER. 


Not  for  twenty  years  back  has  there  been  such 
a  chance,  as  far  as  climatic  conditions  are  con- 
cerned, for  the  early  spring  angler  should  they 
continue  till  the  thick  of  the  fishing  begins.  The 
gi-ass  has  scarcely  stopped  growing  since  last 
autumn  on  '  the  braes  and  haughs  along  the 
lirer's  side,  and  it  is  now  quite  green,  as  if  spriug 
was  well  begun  instead  of  winter  being,  as  yet,  not 
half  done,  according  to  our  usual  experience  in 
the  North.  Hill  berries  are  still  ripening,  trees 
budding,  and  flowers  of  the  earlier  kinds  bursting 
into  full  bloom.  Alas,  all  too  soon  for  the  season 
of  the  year.  So  much  depends  on  the  weather 
for  the  saccess  of  the  early  spring  angler,  that  we 
are  not  to  cavil  if  the  gods  deign  to  smile 
benignly  upon  him  thus  once  in  the  course  of  a 
double  decade.  The  Tay  and  Loch  Tay,  with 
their  numerous  feeders  and  tributaries,  except  the 
Earn,  were  thi-own  open  on  Saturday  last,  and 
seldom,  if  ever,  in  the  histoi-y  of  modern  anglers 
at  least,  has  a  more  pleasant  opening  day  been 
experienced,  and  if  the  results  do  not  score  a 
record  opening,  the  weather,  at  least,  cannot  be 
blamed. 

The  common  experience  of  the  early  spring 
angler  is  more  akin  to  that  of  the  Arctic 
explorer  than  anything  else  in  the  world  of 
sport,  and,  unless  in  an  exceptional  season  like 
the  present,  one  must  be  prepared  to  taste  of  the 
rigours  of  om-  northern  clime  if  they  would  taste 
the  joys  of  an  early  spring  fish. 

It  often  happens  that  the  ground  is  at  least  a 
foot  deep  in  enow,  while  a  crisp  frost  holds  every- 


thing in  its  powdery  grasp,  and  only  at  the  very 
height  of  the  day,  or  rather  for  an  hour  or  two 
after  noon,  can  a  cast  be  had,  for  the  "  grue  "  or 
ice  flotsam,  which  covers  the  little  streak  of  river, 
boring  its  heavy  way  through  ice-covered  banks. 

Then  the  angler  has  to  face  the  stinging  gale, 
double  stockinged,  buttoned  up  in  woollens  and 
furs,  with  Eou'-wester  or  ear  cap  to  keep  off  frost 
bites,  more  like  a  muffled  mummy  than  a  later- 
day  angler,  with  only  the  point  of  his  nose  visible, 
with  perhaps  the  points  of  his  well  groomed 
moustache  as  a  backgi-ound.  well  besprayed  with 
hoar  frost,  or  icicles,  or  clinging  flakes  of  snow. 

He  may  even  count  himself  lucky  if  he  be  not 
snowed  up  in  some  wayside  inn  for  weeks  on  end, 
without  even  the  noontide  cast  to  break  the 
monotony  of  his  "spring  holiday.  No  post,  no 
newspapers  for  days  on  end,  and  sometimes  the 
terror  of  having  to  face  the  prospect  of  sitting 
indoors  till  the  storm  abates — for  escape  is 
scarcely  possible  with  miles  of  snow-wi-eathed 
roads  to  surmount — and  probably  the  worse 
prospect  of  being  snowed  up  La  the  train,  should 
that  part  of  the  journey  even  be  accomplished 
with  whole  bones. 

But  should  he  escape  a  touch  of  these  Arctic 
experiences,  the  early  spring  angler  has  on  most 
occasions  to  "  rough  it  "  a  bit  compared  with  his 
lot  later  on,  or  what  may  befall  him  in  an 
exceptional  season  like  the  present,  when  there  is 
no  snow. 

With  the  lengthening  day,  and  a  freshening 
breeze  from  the  hills,  the  river  comes  away  in 
mighty  style,  as  the  Yanks  would  say,  and  then 
the  fun  commences,  and  becomes  fast  and  furious. 
There  is  always  the  kelt  to  reckon  with,  and 
"  kelt  sport "  is  better  than  none,  though  the  issue 
be  somewhat  disappointing. 

In  a  big,  roaring  water  there  is  no  use  trying 
anything  but  the  most  monstrous  of  lures.  The 
Gordon,  the  Heron,  the  Eagle,  of  3in.,  3^\n., 
and  even  4in.  irons,  which  lie  at  the  back  of  the 
fly  hook,  are  requisitioned  once  more.  If  they 
have  not  been  used  since  a  season  or  so  ago  they 
should  be  looked  to  with  care.  There  is  nothing 
more  treacherous  than  old  gut.  The  eyes  may 
seem  sound  enough,  and  even  stand  the  strain  of 
a  very  stiff  pull  in  the  hand,  but  when  once  in  the 
water,  and  softened,  their  tnie  mettle  then  appears, 
and  the  loss  of  many  a  fine  fish,  and  the  attendant 
heartburnings  and  regrets,  all  too  often  and  too 
strongly  testify  to  the  oft-repeated  fallacy  of 
putting  faith  in  an  old  favourite  which  appears 
all  right  at  sight. 

As  long  as  a  steady  strain  is  kept  up  on  the 
eye  of  the  hook  the  hold  may  last ;  but  whenever 
the  fish  begins  to  turn  and  twist  then  the  rottenness 
of  the  fabric  is  seen,  the  tying  gives  way,  and, 
with  a  plunge  and  a  splash,  the  agonised  angler 
sees  the  last  of  his  wished-for  prize,  as,  with  a 
tantalising  swish  of  the  tail,  it  disappears  from 
view,  while  the  rod  straightens  and  the  line  comes 
floppiiig  round  his  ears.  When  the  cause  is 
looked  for  it  is  found  that  the  gut  has  been  ripped 
off  the  iron,  and  then  the  "  devil  is  to  pay."  The 
keeper  is  blamed  for  not  seeing  that  the  hook  was 
sound,  and,  that  not  being  quite  satisfactory 
either,  the  tacklemaker  is  cursed  in  his  turn  for 
not  using  better  silk,  and  the  next  order  goes  past 
his  door,  and  so  on,  while  all  the  time,  deep  in  his 
own  heart,  the  angler  knows  perfectly  well  he  had 
no  business  trusting  to  "  that  old  hook." 

Before  tying  up  a  hook  which  has  been  lying 
by  for  a  season  or  more,  if  it  has  once  been  wet 
in  fact,  or  if  it  is  old,  even  if  it  has  never  been  in 
the  water,  the  simplest  plan  is  to  steep  the  eyes 
in  tepid  water  until  they  are  quite  soft ;  then 
inserting  the  iron  of  one  hook  into  the  eye  of  the 
other,  and  putting  on  a  fair  strain,  say  equal  to 
Sib.  of  the  steelyard,  try  if  they  will  hold.  If 
they  pass  this  ordeal  they  may  safely  be  trusted, 
but  nothing  less  with  old  or  worn  eyes,  unless  the 
angler  wishes  to  court  disaster. 

The  late  Lord  Arbuthnott  had  met  with  so 
many  disappointments  in  his  earlier  years  in 
trusting  to  old  gut,  and  chancing  a  cast  with 
an  old  fly,  that  he  adopted  the  annual  plan  of 
having  a  bonfire  of  all  his  tackle  just  before 
the  season  commenced.  Setting  apart  a  day 
for  looking  over  his  stuff,  he  noted  down  what 
casts  and  flies  he  wished  to  replace,  and  having 
completed  his  list,  the  whole  contents  of  his  fly 
books  and  tackle  boxes  were  there  and  then 
consigned  to  the  flames.  He  would  not  give 
one  away,  in  case  any  other  should  meet  with 


the  very  vexation  he  himself  wished  by  this 
means  to  safeguard  himself  against.  Many 
other  sportsmen  have  a  like  "  spring  cleaning," 
although  all  cannot  see  their  way  to  afford  it ; 
yet,  where  it  can  be  adopted,  it  will  be  found 
to  pay  best  in  the  end.  Where  is  the  economy 
in  angling  with  risky  gut  casts  or  rotten  hooks, 
which  may  give  at  any  moment?  The  very 
idea  that  the  hold  may  give  way  is  enough  to 
unnerve  the  strongest  minded  angler,  and  spoil 
his  enjo.vment  for  the  nonce,  even  supposing  le 
crowns  the  fight  with  ultimate  victory.  No,  no; 
there  is  nothing  like  feeling  that,  bar  the  mcs*: 
unforeseen  accident,  the  stuff  is  all  right,  and 
that  the  game  between  the  angler  and  the  fish 
can  be  played  out  on  equal  terms.  If  new  gut 
and  new  hooks  cannot  be  at  all  times  at  com- 
mand, at  least  the  material  on  hand  can  be 
well  tested,  and,  if  found  wanting,  confined  to 
oblivion  in  the  flames,  and  not  set  aside  for  the 
keeper  or  a  casual  friend. 

The  Phantom  is  another  excellent  early  spring 
lure,  and  maybe  used  often  with  success  where  the 
fly  is  all "  out  of  it "  on  account  of  the  "  grue  "  or  ice. 
While  the  fly  floats  on  the  cakes  of  ice,  and  often 
results  in  a  broken  top  in  catching  on  to  a  floe  in  ^ 
drawing  up,  the  Phantom  may  be  worked  in 
between  them,  as  it  were,  and  sinks  to  where  the 
fish  are  lying  much  more  readUy  than  the  largest 
and  heaviest  of  irons.  Just  when  the  "  grue  "  or 
flotsam  is  going  off  is  the  most  fatal  time  for  a 
hold.  Then  the  fish  are  more  on  the  alert,  the 
light  is  better,  and  the  temperature  at  the  highest. 
It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  run  and  land  a  fish 
angling  from  the  ice.  He  has  to  be  kept  well  in 
hand,  both  from  boring  in  below  where  you  are 
standing  or  taking  refuge  under  the  opposite 
bank.  The  sharp  edges  of  the  ice  tear  up  the 
dressing  of  the  best  silk  line,  and  there  are  too 
many  risks  to  be  run  to  give  much  law  under 
such  circumstances.  The  gaffing,  too,  is  none  of 
the  simplest,  and  when  the  ice  is  thin  or  rotting 
this  is  all  the  more  difficult.  Many  a  cold  duck- 
ing have  we  seen  foolhardy  or  over-anxious  keepers 
and  others  get  ia  trying  to  get  the  gaff  home 
from  the  ice.  As  a  rule,  if  the  fish  be  a  small 
one,  the  landing  can  be  effected  by  the  angler 
himself.  When  the  fish  is  spent,  if  its  head 
can  be  got  on  to  the  edge  of  the  ice,  with 
a  steady  puU  the  body  of  the  fish  may  be 
made  to  slip  on  to  the  ice,  too,  and  then  '•  home 
in  a  jiffy,  as  the  thin  ice  bends  to  the  weight  of 
the  fish,  and  by  this  means  helps  it  to  land  itself. 
With  a  heavy  fish,  however,  more  caution  is 
necessary,  and  then  only  with  the  steel  when  he 
is  w«ll  spent. 

The  advantages  of  an  open  season  like  the 
present  are  all  on  the  side  of  the  early  spring 
angler.  He  has  no  storms  to  face.  If  so.  they 
have  all  to  come,  and  there  is  no  sign  of  them  as 
yet.  The  accumulations  of  snow  on  the  hills 
cannot  now  be  any  serious  obstacle  to  reckon  with. 
The  winter  having  been  '•  open  all  through,  the 
temperature  abnormally  high,  and  good  round 
waters  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  past  two 
months,  clean  fish  will  be  found  well  into  the 
higher  pools,  where  in  an  average  season  they 
may  not  be  looked  for  much  before  the  month  of 
Mai-ch.  In  the  Lyon  and  Tummel  districts  of 
the  Tay  clean  fish  are  already  being  got,  while 
Loch  Tay  has  this  week  been  yielding  its  quota 
X)f  them  as  was  anticipated,  for  it  is  more  than  a 
month  since  they  were  seen  at  Kenmore  and  tuoh 
like  places — haunts  of  the  early  spring  fish.  On 
the  Dee  and  Spey  fresh  fish  have  been  running 
since  the  advent  of  the  New  Year,  and  these  will 
be  well  up  into  the  middle  and  upper  waters 
before  the  opening  day  in  February. 

Another  advantage  of  the  open  winter  will  be 
the  absence  of  shoals  of  descending  kelts,  as  they 
have  been  migi-ating  in  large  nam!  ers  lately, 
being  greatly  assisted  by  the  fine  high  waters  and 
the  high  temperature.  Of  course  the  early  spring 
angler  may  always  look  for  a  kelt,  but  they  wl  1 
not  be  the  perpetual  pest  which  they  usually  are 
in  an  icebound  season,  when  there  is  no  induce- 
ment for  them  to  migrate  seawards. 

In  closing,  there  is  but  one  disadvantage  in  an 
open  winter  we  wish  anglers  to  carefully  note. 
Later  anglers,  say  in  April  and  May,  will  run  the 
risk  of  ha\nng  smaller  waters  to  angle  in  this 
season  unless  there  be  all  the  more  rain,  so  that, 
as  far  as  water  is  concerned  this  year,  the  early 
spring  angler  is  apparently  to  have  the  best  of  it. 
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THE  FLY  DRESSER^S  BIRDS 
(WITH  ILLUSTdATIOKS).! 


By  G.  E.  M.  S. 
In  the  following  list  the  writer  has  endeavoured 
to  set  out  all  the  birds  whose  feathers  are  found 
in  the  books,  or  in  his  experience,  as  being  used 
for  dressing  small  flies.  It  would  be  absurd  to 
pretend  that  all  of  them,  or  nearly  all,  are 
essential.  He  has  marked  with  an  asterisk  all 
which  he  thinks  necessary  for  a  good  all-round 
modern  collection,  and  with  a  double  asterisk 
those  which  no  tly  dresser  should  be  without. 
There  will  doubtless  be  many  omissions  and 
imperfections  in  this  list,  and  he  will  be  grateful 
if  correspondents  will  call  attention  to  any  par- 
ticulars in  which  it  can  be  corrected  or  supple- 
mented. 

*  Adjutant. — '-'The  adjutant  half  turned  his 
head,  sheered  a  little  .  .  .  and  landed  stiffly 
on  the  sandbar  below  the  bi-idge.  Then  you  saw 
what  a  ruffianly  brute  he  really  was.  His  back 
view  was  immensely  respectable,  for  he  stood 
nearly  6ft.  high,  and  looked  rather  like  a  very 
,  proper  bald-headed  parson.  In  front  it  was 
different,  for  his  Ally  Sloper-like  head  and  neck 
had  not  a  feather  to  them,  and  there  was  a 
horrible  raw  skin  pouch  on  his  neck  under  his  chin 
— a  hold-all  for  the  things  his  pick-axe  beak 
might  steal.  His  legs  were  long  and  thin  and 
skinny,  but  he  moved  them  delicately,  and  looked 
at  them  with  pride  as  he  pressed  down  his  ashy- 
grey  tail  feathers,  glanced  over  the  smooth  of  his 
shoulder,  and  stiffened  into  '  Stand  at  atten- 
tion ! ' " 

The  above  is  Kipling's  description  of  the 
adjutant,  an  ill-looking  bii'd,  belonging  to  the 
crane  family.  It  is  common  enough  in  India, 
where  it  performs  the  office  of  scavenger,  and  is 
protected  by  law.  It  is,  therefore,  somewhat 
difficult  to  obtain.  The  aforesaid  ashy-grey  tail 
feathers  and  the  pinions  are  the  only  parts  useful 
to  the  fly  dresser,  being  particularly  serviceable 
to  the  dry-fly  man.  The  single  strands  of  the 
feathers,  stripped  of  their  flue  by  catching  the  fine 
end  between  one's  thumb  and  a  knife  edge,  and 
tearing  off  the  whole  flue  in  one  movement,  make 
excellent  quills  for  the  bodies  of  flies,  dyed  and 
undyed,  being  especially  recommended  by  Mr. 
Halford  for  the  body  of  a  Red  Spinner,  dyed  for 
the  purpose  in  a  sort  of  brick  red.  Mr.  Halford 
also  gives  a  pale  Iron  Blue  under  the  title 
"  Adjutant  Blue." 

Bald  Coot. — See  Coot. 

Baen  Owl. — See  Owl.  Barn. 

Black  Amsel. — See  Blackbird. 

**  Blackbird  (Mavis,  Black  Ousel,  or  Amsel). 
• — This  is  a  very  useful  bird.  The  primaries  and 
secondaries  work  up  very  sweetly  as  wings.  The 
hen  is  much  paler  than  the  cock,  and  has  a  faint 
olive  shade  over  the  dull  black  brown  of  the  body 
and  wings.  She  is  the  more  useful  of  the  two. 
The  correct  pattern  of  Greenwell's  Glory  is 
winged  with  hen  blackbird,  and  a  great  many  of 
the  old  patterns  of  Dark  Olive  used  on  the 
Itchen  are  similarly  winged.  One  of  the  books 
gives  the  tail  of  the  hen  for  winging  a  fly.  There 
are  a  number  of  soft  feathers  both  on  the  wings 
and  bodies  of  both  birds,  which,  though  not 
quoted  in  the  books,  may  be  at  times  used  with 
advantage  for  legs  of  dark  flies,  or  alone  as 
hackles.  A  fine  delicate  feather  under  the  wing 
of  the  cock,  used  hacklewise,  makes  an  excellent 
wing  for  a  Red  Spinner  fished  upstream,  in 
rough,  tumbling  water.  The  quills  of  the  pri- 
maries, secondaries,  and  tail,  stripped  cleanly  off, 
make  excellent  dark  quill  bodies.  Residents  in 
the  country  can  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  this 
bird,  and  in  London  there  is  a  constant  supply, 
except  during  the  close  season,  at  Leadenhall 
Market. 

Blackcap. — This  bird  is  only  named  here 
because  Wade's  "  Halcyon  "  gives,  as  a  good  fly 
for  the  Wear  in  June  and  July,  a  Sky  Blue  Bloa, 
dressed  thus  : 

Head. — Peacock's  herl. 

Wings. — Blackcap. 

Body. — Sky  blue  floss. 

Leij.^. — Partridge  grey,  neck  hackle. 

Hook. — No.  0  Limerick. 
Now,  there  are  three  English  birds  known  as 


BiTTEEX. 


Fif.  1. — Wing  Feather.  Fig.  2. — Hackle. 


Bustard. 


Figs.  6  and  7. — Small  Wing  Coverts. 
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the  blackcap,  viz.,  the  blackcap  warbler,  the 
black-headed  bunting,  and  the  great  or  ox-eyed 
tit,  and  the  present  writer  has  not  a  notion 
which  of  these  is  meant.  He  should  doubt  its 
being  the  warbler,  but  he  does  not  know  the 
wing  of  that  bird.  The  wing  of  the  great  tit  is 
admirable  for  the  Iron  Blue  Dun,  but  the  pattern 
in  question  is  hardly  that.  The  common  or  com 
bunting  makes  a  very  nice  wing,  so  perhaps  its 
cousin,  the  black-headed  bunting,  a  bird  of  the 
waterside,  is  what  is  meant. 

Bl.^ck  Ousel. — See  Blackbird. 

Blue  Back. — See  Fieldfare. 

*  Bittern  (Figs.  1  and  2). — This  bird  is 
more  useful  to  salmon  fly  dressers  than  to 
trout  fly  dressers.  Bowlker  gives  a  dressing 
of  the  body  of  the  Downlooker  wi-th  "  bittern's 
feather,"  probably  the  herl  of  the  mottled 
wing  feather  is  meant.  The  female  sedge 
imitated  as  Hammond's  Adapted  is  dressed  with 
a  wing  from  one  of  the  smaller  wing  feathers  of 
this  bird.  A  March  Brown  is  occasionally  winged 
with  one  of  the  smaller  feathers  (Fig.  1).  The 
hackle  is  occasionally  used  (Fig.  2).  The  present 
writer  knows  of  no  other  use  for  this  bird's 
plumage  for  small  fly  dressing.  Occasional  speci- 
mens of  the  bird  are  to  be  seen  in  Leadenhall 
Market. 

*  Bullfinch  (Fig.  3).— The  primaries  and 
secondaries  of  this  bird  are  used  for  winging 
the  famous  Yorkshire  pattern,  the  Fog  Black.  The 
quick  gradation  of  colour  from  dark  blue  at  the 
quill  to  pale  blue  at  the  edges  makes  the  value  of 
the  feather.  It  is  difficult  to  get,  and  one  would 
be  sorry  to  see  the  keenness  of  the  pursuit  after 
this  beautiful  bii-d  intensified  for  the  sake  of  its 
wing  feathers.  It  may  ease  the  minds  of  many 
to  know  that  the  bloa  part  of  the  brilliant  blue 
shoulder  feathers  of  the  jay  makes  a  fairly 
efficient  substitute.  The  quills  of  the  bird  are 
probably  worth  stripping  for  use  as  bodies  of 
flies.  This  bird  does  not  fall  in  the  way  of  every 
collector.  The  amateur's  best  chance,  probably, 
is  to  secure  the  reversion  of  a  pet  bird,  or  to 
arrange  with  a  bird  fancier  for  the  wings  of  any 
bullfinch  that  he  loses  by  death. 

*  Bunting,  Corn  (Common  Bunting,  or  Ebb) 
(Figs.  4  and  5). — The  primaries  and  secondaries 
of  this  bird,  especially  the  latter,  provide  a 
very  delicate  and  beautiful  dun  wing  for  small 
flies.  The  late  Mr.  Stewart  prized  this  bird  very 
highly  for  fly  dressing  purposes.  There  are 
about  the  body  a  number  of  feathers  of  admirable 
colours,  but  they  are  all  too  tender  in  the  stem 
for  practical  purposes.  The  quills  of  the 
primaries  and  secondaries  are  worth  stripping  for 
bodies.  This  bird  is  not  common  enough,  in  the 
south  of  England  at  any  rate,  to  be  easily  pro- 
curable, and  there  is  no  market;  for  it. 

Blackcock  (Black  Game,  Heath  Cock,  and 
Heath  Poult). — The  only  feather  of  any  use  to  the 
small  fly  dresser  in  this  bird  is  the  sickle  feather 
of  the  tail,  the  long  strands  of  which  laid  side- 
ways, woimd  round  the  hook,  make  a  good  dark 
Blue  Dun  body.  The  female  is  the  Grey  Hen 
iq.v.).    To  be  had  of  aiiy  poulterer. 

Black  Game. — See  Blackcock. 

Bustard  (Figs.  6  and  7). — This  bird  belongs  to 
the  turkey  tribe,  and  at  one  time  coursing  it  with 
dogs  was  a  not  uncommon  sport.  It  is,  however, 
now  very  rare  in  England.  There  is  an  Indian 
variety.  Both  are  largely  used  for  salmon  fly 
dressing.  The  smaller  hackles  of  the  latter  (Fig.  6) 
are  occasionally  used  for  fronting  May  Flies,  and 
the  celebrated  north  country  pattern,  the  Professor, 
is  winged  with  slips  of  some  of  the  smaller 
(Fig.  7)  feathers  of  this  bird.  March  Browns, 
Alders,  and  Sedges,  are  occasionally  winged  in 
like  manner.  The  feathers  are  beautiful,  but  very 
dry  in  texture,  and  very  tender.  The  amateur 
who  has  no  friends  to  supply  him  with  these 
feathers  must  buy  of  the  dealers,  for  they  are  not 
to  be  had  in  the  markets. 

(To  he  continued.) 


STRAY  CASTS. 

An  amiable  and  talented  French  gentleman 
has  recently  written  a  very  delightful  little  book 
on  trout  fishing,  and  the  same  was  duly  reviewed 
m  the  Fishing  Gazette  with  a  genial  and  genei'ous 
appreciation  which,  in  its  own  way,  doubt  not, 
helps  to  presei've  the  amity  of  nations.  How 


unlike  other  days  and  other  manners  the  whole 
thing  is!  So  unlike,  indeed,  that  one  must 
almost  apologise  for  even  referring  to  that  almost 
forgotten  insular  attitude  of  the  past  which  so 
disagreeably  distinguished  us  when  the  foreigner 
and  his  works  were  in  question,  but  which  has 
now  fled  shame-stricken  at  the  approach  of  that 
sweetness  and  light  which  is  everywhere  pene- 
trating even  the  habitations  of  darkness  and 
prejudice,  and  making  courtesy  the  first  of  human 
duties. 

Time  was  when  a  Frenchman,  writing  on  sport, 
excited  nothing  but  ill-mannered  and  boisterous 
derision,  for  it  was  instinctively  felt  that  the 
man  had  practically  challenged  us  in  a  province 
we  had  made  exclusively  our  own.  The  frog 
in  the  fable  who  set  up  for  a  doctor  was  not  more 
laughed  at  by  the  othei- creatures  for  his  ridiculous 
presumption  than  was  the  Frenchman  or  foreigner 
who  actually  pretended  to  know  anything  about 
hunting  or  shooting  or  fishing ;  and  though  here 
and  there  an  Englishman  might,  perhaps,  be 
found  who  only  laughed  on  one  side  of  his  face, 
still,  he  was  invariably  prudent  enough  to  keep 
his  real  opinions  of  the  overweening  national  pre- 
tensions to  himself.  Well,  we  have  changed  all 
that,  and  let  us  be  duly  grateful  for  it,  since 
it  is,  all  things  considered,  an  advantage,  and  an 
indication  of  growth  in  becoming  national 
modesty.  Yet,  after  all,  pure,  unalloyed  good  is 
rare  in  human  affairs,  and  perhaps  some  of  us 
old  fogeys  may  be  pardoned  if  we  confess  to  a 
suspicion  that  a  little  more  has  been  lost  in  this 
reformation  of  national  character  than  meets  the 
eye  of  those  who  rejoice  in  our  new  gospel  of 
politeness  and  modesty.  We  know  on  the  highest 
authority  that  the  pulling  up  of  the  tares  is  risky 
for  the  wheat,  and  if  both  wheat  and  tares 
owe  their  luxuriance  to  the  richness  of  a 
common  soil,  it  is  more  than  doubtful  whether 
changes  in  this  soil  which  succeed  in  withering 
down  the  tares  will  prove  wholly  beneficial 
and  stimulating  to  the  wheat.  In  those  past  dark 
days  of  our  intolerable  national  bounce,  for 
instance,  we  also  held  it  for  a  truth,  certain  as  the 
Bible  itself,  that  one  of  us  could  lick  three 
Frenchmen.  And  the  noticeable  thing  is,  that, 
strong  in  this  conviction,  one  of  us  very  frequently 
did  it.    Could  we  do  it  now  ? 

Returning  to  our  French  fishing  author,  we  find 
that  he  once  spent  some  weeks  in  Scotland  salmon 
fishing,  and  very  interesting  it  is  to  notice  how 
the  French  opinion  of  ourselves  amusingly, 
though  quite  inoffensively,  peeps  out  in  his  account 
of  the  young  Scotch  clergyman  who  became  his 
mentor  and  put  him  up  to  the  correct  wrinkle 
about  height  of  water  and  all  it  means.  "He 
was  " — it's  the  parson  he's  talking  about — "  He 
was  as  big  a  drinker  as  smoker  and  fisher 
.  .  .  .  and  must  have  had  ti-ouble  in  reading 
his  Bible  distinctly  before  going  to  bed."  The 
French  love  to  poke  fun  at  the  Bibliolatry  of  the 
British,  and  they  have  been  doing  it  since  the 
days  of  Shakespeare.  Dr.  Caius,  in  the  Merry 
Wives,  dancing  about  in  his  rage  with  rapier  in 
hand,  because  the  Welsh  parson  has  failed  to 
keep  his  hostile  appointment  with  him,  screams 
out,  "  By  gar,  he  has  save  his  soul,  dat  he  is  no 
come  :  he  has  pray  his  Pihle  veil,  dat  he  is  no 
come."  It  is  amusing  enough  surely  to  find  a 
French  gentleman  of  to-day  apparently  seriously 
believing  that  the  British  parson  still  "prays  his 
Pible  well "  before  going  to  bed !  So  hard  do 
national  illusions  die.  And  this  "  big  drinker,"  it 
appears,  had  confined  himself  to  claret  exclusively 
the  whole  evening.  What  children  Frenchmen 
sometimes  prove  themselves  when  they  venture  to 
touch  on  our  national  customs.  Fancy  a  Hieland 
minister's  eye  showing  signs  of  wavering  from 
merely  drinking  claret ! 

"Never  go  out  till  the  water  covers  that 
stone.  '  That  is  the  supreme  advice  on  all  the 
smaller  rivers  of  a  hilly  country,  which  are  of  a 
torrential  character,  and  may  not  be  without 
its  use  on  some  larger  ones  too;  but  I  speak 
now  according  to  my  book.  My  recent  expe- 
rience has  been  exclusively  on  rivers  of  this 
character.  I  have  gone  steadily  through  three 
successive  seasons  on  Highland  rivers  of  the 
large  burn  order,  and  venture  to  think  my 
apprenticeship  may  now  be  considered  closed.  I 
therefore  venture  to  take  the  liberty  of 
emphatically  stating  that  though  in  angling  as  in 
some  other  things  it  is  frequently  the  unexpected 
which  happens,  still  in  regard  to  one  river  at  least 


I  have  discovered  the  absolutely  certain,  and  that 
in  a  matter  of  the  most  vital  moment.  Three 
years  ago  I  did  not  believe  the  like  existed,  but 
now  I  know  better.    Well,  then,  when  the  water 
covers  that  stone  I'll  hook  fish.    That's  as  true, 
on  the  river  in  question,  as  a  proposition  in 
Euclid.   For  three  years  it  never  failed  in  a  single 
instance,  and  the  number  of  instances  ran  into 
three  figures  or  very  nearly  so.     Not  merely 
rise  fish,  mind  you,  but  actually  hook  them.  As 
for  the    actual    killing,  of  course,  that  must 
take  care  of  itself.    No  matter  what  the  weather, 
though   a   merciless    sun  in  a  cloudless  sky 
fevered  your  brain  and  made  you  long  and  pray 
for  the  smallest  breath  of  air  to  cool  your 
throbbing  temples,   still    you  hooked  fish  in 
the  broken  pools  from  August  to  October ;  but 
were  you  blessed  with  storm  and  clouds  and 
pelting  passing   showers    your    record  was  a 
thing  to  be  remembered.    Nor  was  there,  pi'operly 
speaking,  such  a  thing  as  failure  from  excess  of 
water,  for  excess  could  only  exist  in  company  with 
discoloration,  and  when  the  water  was  in  that 
condition  you  simply  turned  to  the  rightabout 
and  went  home    again.     A   more  completely 
reliable  river  I  never  fished,  nor  ever  hope  to  fisti 
in  these  islands  or  elsewhere.    And  when  the 
water  did  not  cover  that  stone  you  were  not 
disappointed  either.     There  was  no  hesitation 
about  these  "white  fish."    Either  salmon,  bull, 
or  sea  trout  you  must  (or  must  not)  meet  with 
according  to  the  conditions  ;  and  as  for  flies,  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  possible  to  get  a  cast  that 
would  keep  them  down,  but  I  could  never  succeed 
in  doing  it,    though  I  tried  a  good  deal  in 
that  way.      Of   course  it  is  quite  true  that 
there  was  such  a  thing  in  its  way  as  the  water 
of    uncertainty    on    this    river.     Obviously  it 
could  not  be  otherwise,  but  the  uncertainty  itself 
was  a  certainty,  and  so  perfectly  intelligible  that 
neither  disappointment  or  irritation  were  ever 
associated  with  it.    Latterly,  whenever  I  found 
the  water  in  this  condition,  I  invariably  went 
home.    For  long,  unbroken  experience  had  con- 
clusively proved  that  those  fish  never  forgot  for  a 
moment  what  was  due  to  the  state  of  the  water  ; 
and  though  one,  or  even  two — a  most  rare  case — 
might  show  sport  once  in  a  way,  when  just  the 
top  of  that  stone  was  dry,  still  the  game  was 
never  worth  the  candle.    I  always  went  home. 
All  that  I  have  said  applies  not  only  to  the  main 
river  itself,  but  also  in  all  respects  to  two  of  its 
feeders,  which  I  also  fished ;  and  now  one  can 
judge  my  astonishment,  not  to  say  consternation, 
when  one  day  in  August  last,  a  killing  day,  too, 
I  fished  the  better  of  the  two  for  several  hours 
without  stirring  a  fish.    Never  was  man  more 
completely  staggered,  and  when  a  week  or  ten 
days  after  another  spate  appeared  I  at  once 
started  off  again  to  see  this  thing  out.  Again 
I  drew  blank,  and  now,  the  thing  being  past 
comprehension  on  any   grounds  except  one,  I 
started  off  to  see  the  watcher  on  the  main  river, 
and  flatly  charged  him  with  placing  a  net  across 
the  mouth  of  the  feeder,  and  so  keeping  the  fish 
back  for  the  sporting  tenant,  his  employer.  He 
denied  the   soft  impeachment,  which  I  may 
mention  I  had  heard  it  in  the  air  a  day  or  two 
previously,  and  offered  to  show  me  the  true  cause 
of  the  mischief,  though  I  must  confess  he  did  not 
seem  to  regard  it  himself  as  very  much  of  a 
disaster.    There  had  been  some  rather  hard  frost 
the  previous  winter,  and  on  the  thaw  setting  in, 
which  it  did  very  suddenly,  there  had  been  very 
high  spates.    During  one  of  these  a  bank  of  the 
burn  had  given  way  for  some  score  yards,  falling 
right  over  to  the  opposite  one,  thus  completely 
filling  up  the  old  watercourse  and  forming  a  new 
one  in  its  place.    Down  this  the  water  found 
sufficient  way  for  itself,  but  he  contended  that 
the  migratory  fish  would  fight  shy  of  it  for  a 
season  or  so,  and  in  this  way  my  blank  days  were 
to  be  explained.  I  have  reason  for  thinking  there 
is  something  in  his  theory,  as  I  rose  one  or  two 
fish  in  the  water  later  on  in  the  season,  but  only 
one  or  two.    An  odd  fish  only  would  therefore 
seem  to  have  nerved  itself  for  a  rush  through  the 
new  and  untried  channel,  and  it  will  be  interesting 
to  see  what  they  will  do  next  autumn.  Strangely 
capricious  are  these  migrants.     An  intelligent 
keeper  in  the  island  tells  me  of  a  river  here  that 
was  rendered  practically  useless  for  years  by  the 
artificial  construction  of  pools,  but  in  the  end  it 
gradually  came  all  right,  and  now  fishes  better 
than  ever.  Mona. 
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HOW  I  DIDNT  CATCH  A  SHARK. 


Perhaps  there  is  no  better  or  more  beneficial 
change  for  the  jaded  Londoner  than  a  cruise  on  a 
steam  trawler,  that  is  if  he  is  prepared  to  rough  it 
a  bit.  The  entirely  novel  character  of  his  sur- 
roundings, the  interest  which  must  always  be 
excited  by  the  catch,  and  the  purest  of  pure  sea 
breezes,  all  tend  to  make  a  trip  of  this  sort  one  of 
the  very  finest  brain  tonics  imaginable. 

The  first  morning  I  went  a  trawling  is  firmly 
fixed  on  my  memory.  We,  that  is  my  companion 
and  I,  had  turned  out  early  to  see  the  trawl 
"shot "  for  the  first  time.  The  huge  trawl  beam, 
with  its  heavy  iron  furniture,  had  been  cast  over- 
board, and,  with  a  tremendous  splash,  had  gone 
into  some  eighty  fathoms  of  water  (in  the  Irish 
Sea),  the  di-um  whirring  and  clattering  as  fathom 
after  fathom  of  the  strong  steel  warp  was  wound 
off  it.  That  was  an  interesting  operation,  but 
when  the  trawl  was  hove  in  again  was  the  time. 
It  was  our  first  experience  of  this,  and  one  we 
are  not  likely  to  forget. 

It  was  a  lovely  summer  day,  a  cool  ripple  on 
the  water,  and  we  were  "  alone  on  the  wide,  wide 
sea,"  not  a  living  thing  in  sight.  But  at  the  very 
first  puff  of  steam  from  that  noisy,  fussy  little 
steam  winch,  a  solitary  gull  appeared  from  no- 
where in  particular,  to  be  followed  presently  by 
two  or  three,  later  by  hundreds,  who  were 
circling  and  screaming  and  fighting  all  round  the 
spot  where  experience  told  them  the  "bag,"  as 
the  end  of  the  net  which  holds  the  fish  is  called, 
would  appear.  And  woe  betide  any  luckless  little 
fish  which  escaped  from  the  toils.  Coming  from 
so  great  a  depth,  his  swim-bladder  expanded  with 
the  release  of  pressure,  and  he  floated  helplessly 
on  the  top  of  the  water.  As  quick  as  hghtning  a 
gull  would  shoot  out  his  legs,  swoop  down  on  him, 
and  bear  him  off  in  triumph,  followed  by  half  a 
dozen  of  his  hungry  friends,  all  anxioiis  to  share 
the  dainty  morsel. 

But  presently  the  long  expected  "  bag "  is 
visible.  Aha!  there  is  a  great  hake,  surely  a 
14-pounder,  caught  by  the  giU  cover  in  the  mesh. 
"Stand  by  there  with  the  gaff,"  calls  out  the 
skipper,  "  and  get  that  fish  ;  "  but  before  the  gaff 
can  reach  him,  a  long,  thin,  black  monster  swims 
slowly  up.  Suddenly  his  slow  motion  is  quickened 
to  lightning  speed  as  he  spies  the  captive  fish. 
A  gleam  of  white  belly,  a  vicious  snap  of  those 
terrible  jaws,  and,  as  an  inside  passenger,  Mr. 
Hake  has  returned  to  the  bottom  of  the  deep  blue 
sea.  Now,  as  the  net  is  floating  on  the  surface, 
we  can  see  five  or  six  of  these  sharks,  for  a  shark 
was  the  thief,  all  ready  to  seize  any  fish  which 
escaped,  and  from  time  to  time  making  spiteful 
grabs  at  the  net.  "  They  are  the  curse  of  the 
fisherman,"  says  the  skipper,  "  and  look  how  bold 
they  are,  coming  right  up  to  the  surface  close  to 
the  ship."  Now,  the  freeboard  of  a  trawler  is 
low,  and  this  gave  us  an  idea.  We  got  the  right 
side  of  old  Davie,  the  engineer,  who  readily 
entered  into  the  plot,  procured  a  piece  of  steel 
rod  about  3ft.  long.  This  was  bent  into  the  shape 
of  a  gaff  hook,  and  one  end  filed  very  sharp.  The 
next  step  was  to  bind  this  firmly  on  to  a  boat- 
hook  pole,  and  we  had  a  huge  gaff,  sharp  enough 
to  penetrate  the  skin,  tough  as  it  is,  of  our  prey. 

An  opportunity  was  not  long  in  coming.  The 
next  time  the  bag  was  hove  up,  there  they  were, 
eight  or  nine  of  them.  Davie  begged  hard  for 
first  try,  and,  as  he  had  taken  such  an  interest  in 
the  matter,  and  done  so  much  to  help  us,  we  were 
quite  willing.  One  particularly  vicious  looking 
customer  was  cruising  about  5ft.  or  6ft.  below  the 
surface.  A  fish  was  thrown  overboard  within 
convenient  striking  distance,  and  Davie,  a  big, 
brawny  Scot,  was  ready  with  the  gaff  uplifted  in 
his  strong  arms.  Up  comes  Mr.  Squalus  Glaucus 
after  the  bait,  but  our  man  was  too  quick  for  him, 
and,  with  deadly  aim,  the  gaff  was  buried  in  his 
belly  right  "amidships."  He  did  not  like  cold 
steel,_  however.  Davie  held  on  manfully,  but  with 
a  whisk  of  his  tail  away  went  the  shark,  pulling 
Davie  right  overboard  after  him.  Fortunately 
he  let  go  in  time,  and  we  soon  had  him  on  board 
again,  dripping  and  crestfallen.  The  shark 
sailed  gaily  away  with  a  foot  of  cold  steel  in  his 
"innards,"  and  dragging  after  him  a  9ft.  ash 
pole.  That  the  brute  (I  mean  the  shark,  not 
Davie)  had  "  got  his  gruel "  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  as  with  such  a  drag  navigation  would  be 
impossible,  and  his  cannibal  brethren  below  would 
soon  finish  him  off.    But  Davie's  annoyance  was 


ludicrous.  He  expressed  a  hope  that  he  might  be 
something  very  unpleasanted  if  he  was  ever  "  sic  a 
f  ule  as  to  try  catchin'  any  mair  shairks  wi'  a 
gawf,"  and  it  took  some  time  to  soothe  him. 

After  Davie's  experience  we  neither  of  us  cared 
to  try  our  'prentice  hands  at  such  a  dangerous 
game ;  and  thus,  although  by  other  methods  we 
afterwards  caught  several  sharks,  our  first 
experience  of  the  sport  fully  justifies  the  title  of 
this  paper. 

It  may  siu'prise  some  readers  to  know  how 
plentiful  sharks  are  in  home  waters ;  there  were 
more  last  year  than  ever.  An  illustration 
of  the  porbeagle  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
recently.  The  strength  of  these  brutes  is 
marvellous.  A  blow  from  the  tail  of  a  large 
one  is  sufiBcient  to  kill  a  man,  and  an  experienced 


TROUT  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  give  our  readers 
some  account  of  the  success  which  has  attended 
the  attempts  to  stock  some  of  the  South  African 
rivers  with  trout,  and  also  some  interesting 
illustrations,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
water  looks  very  "trouty,"  and  the  scenery 
reminds  one  of  our  Lake  districts.  The  illus- 
trations and  account  are  from  The  Cape  illustrated 
JfagiazMie,  an  excellent  sixpenny  monthly,  published 
by  Messrs.  Dennis,  Edwards  and  Co.,  19,  Long- 
street,  Capetown. 

"  For  some  time  past  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment has  been  engaged  in  practical  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  acclimatisation  of  trout  in  this 
colony,  and  the  accompanying  illustrations  will 


Jokkeb's  Hokk. — View  on  Stream  near  Trout  Hatchery 


skipper  told  me  that  he  has  seen  a  hatch  cover, 
made  of  wood  l|in.  or  2in.  thick,  smashed  to 
splinters  by  a  shark  in  his  death  struggles. 

Harold  Wood. 


OUR  FLY-DRESSING  ARTICLES. 

Many  of  our  readers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
"  Athenian "  hopes  soon  to  continue  his  in- 
teresting illustrated  articles  on  fly  making,  which 
have  been  interrupted  by  his  illness. 

We  are  also  glad  to  announce  a  series  of 
articles,  of  which  the  first  appears  this  week,  on 
"  The  Fly  Dresser's  Birds."  We  have  had  more 
than  a  hundred  illustrations  specially  photo- 
reproduced  for  this  series  from  the  actual  feathers, 
collected  by  the  writer  of  the  articles, "  G.  E.  M.  S.," 
a  well-known  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 


give  some  idea  of  the  Jonker's  Hoek  Trout 
Hatchery  and  its  surroundings.  Few  people 
have  any  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  that  has 
steadily  been  carried  on  in  this  direction,  or  of 
the  care  and  attention  needed  to  ensure  results, 
but  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  success  is  now 
assured. 

"  The  trout-rearing  establishment  is  situated 
on  Mr.  F.  G.  Watermeyr's  property  at  Jonker's 
Hoek,  near  Stellenbosch.  The  hatching  house  is 
a  substantial  stone  building,  fitted  up  with 
troughs  and  all  the  necessary  appliances,  and 
cement  breeding  ponds  and  commodious  rearing 
dams  have  been  provided  ;  the  whole  fed  with  an 
abundant  supply  of  clear,  cool  water.  A  reat 
cottage  has  been  erected  on  the  slope  overlooking 
the  pond,  as  a  residence  for  the  officer  in  charge 
(Mr.  J.  L.  Scott,  formerly  in  the  employ  of 
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Jonkee's'  Hoek  Trout  Hatchery. — View  from  Lower  Ponp. 


Messrs.  Armistead,  Solway  Pisherle?, 
Dumfries),  and  trees  and  shrubs  have 
been  planted  on  the  ground. 

"  The  stock  of  trout  kept  for  breed- 
ing purposes  is  as  follows :  300  two, 
three,  and  four-year-old  fish,  raised 
from  imported  ova ;  and  400  yearling 
fry  raised  from   colonial  born  ova. 
The  result  of  the  spawning  operations 
so  far  has  been  that  in  1895 — the  first 
year  in  which  colonial  bom  ova  were 
obtained — 17,000   healthy  young  fry 
were   liberated   in   colonial  waters  ; 
whilst    during    the   present  season 
30,000  were  successfully  hatched  out 
and    placed    in    the    Hex,  Dwars, 
Olifants,  Breede,  Berste,  and  Lourens 
rivers,  and  7000  ova  were  distributed 
to  private  parties  desirous  of  placing 
them  in  streams  in  their  neighbour- 
hoods to  be  hatched  out  under  natural 
conditions.      Besides     these  young 
colonists,  about  30,000  fry  reared  from 
imported  ova  have  been  sent  out  from 
the  establishment  since  its  removal  to 
Jonker's  Hoek  in  1894,  and  liberated 
in  the  Eerste,  Breede,  Palmiet,  Hex, 
Lourens,  and  Severn  rivers.  These  fish 
are  reported  as  doing  remarkably  well ; 
fine,  healthy  trout,  about  21b.  in  weight, 
have  from  time  to  time  been  met  with, 
and  there  is  evidence  that  some  of  them 
have  commenced   to  spawn  in  the 
streams — one  of  the  best  of  omens  for 
the  entire  success  of  the  acclimatisation 
work.    About  150  yearlings  have  been 
placed  in  one  of  the  vleys  on  the  Cape 
Flats  as  an  experiment ;  and  thirty 
male  fish,  weighing  41b,  to  51b.  each, 
which  were  not  required  for  spawning 
purposes,  were  transferred  to  the  Mol- 
teno  Reservoir,  where  they  will  serve  to 
keep  the  water  sweet,  and  will,  no  doubt, 
appreciate  theii"  select  quarters. 

"  In  addition  to  trout  rearing,  a  small 
shipment  of  salmon  ova  has  been 
hatehed  out  at  Jonker's  Hoek,  and 
about  5000  lusty  young  '  parr '  now 
await  transfer  to  selected  waters. 


"  The  acclimatisation  work  has  been 
carried  on  con  amove  by  the  Agricul- 
tural Department,  and  Mr.  Maclean, 
hon.  secretary  of  the  Western  Province 
Game  Association,  has  well  earned  the 
grateful  thanks  of  anglers  for  the 
share  he  took  in  moving  the  Govern- 
ment to  provide  funds  for  the  work, 
and  for  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
valuable  advice  which  he  has  ever  held 
at  the  service  of  the  Department.  It 
remains  now  for  landowners  and  all 
interested  in  stocking  our  streams  to 
jealously  guard  against  poaching  and 
other  undue  disturbance  of  the  trout 
i  itroduced  into  our  waters." 


BIG  FLOATS,  &c. 


Netting  the  Pish  for  Spawning, 


The  largest  float  I  ever  saw  used 
for  pike  was  Siin.  in  circumference  at 
its  widest  part,  no  fewer  than  4iin. 
near  the  lowest  end,  and  the  cork 
portion  well  over  4in.  in  length.  Fancy 
fishing  for  pike  with  a  thing  like 
that !  On  several  occasions  I  have 
seen  so-called  pike  anglers  using  floats 
nearly  as  large. 

To  pull  such  a  buoy-like  float  under, 
and  keep  it  under,  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  tackle  and  weight 
required  to  get  the  thing  out  properly, 
would  offer  such  a  tremendous  re- 
sistance that  unless  a  pike  was  on  the 
verge  of  starvation  he  would  be  certain 
to  eject  the  bait.  I  generally  use  a 
tapered  cork  float,  with  about  an  inch 
of  the  cork  above  the  surface,  painted 
red  or  brown,  and  green  below,  a  size 
larger  than  a  barbel  float  used  for 
tight-corking  in  heavy  streams. 

When  live  baiting  with  either  dace 
or  gudgeon,  a  small  pike  will  take 
down  such  a  float  as  easily  as  a  perch 
will  a  medium -sized  pelican  quill. 
Why  anglers  will  persist  in  using 
a  big,  bulky  cork  float,  plenty  large 
enough  for  pike,  for  such  a  ligh 
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little  fisL.  as  the  minnow  is  a  mystery  to  me, 
for  the  smaller  the  float  the  better ;  there  is 
no  necessity  for  it,  for  one  can  fish  with 
more  ease  and  comfort,  strike  far  better,  and 
in  very  clear  or  shallow  water  a  big,  bulky, 
gaudily  painted  float  is  a  great  eyesore.  Nothing 
can  be  worse  than  fishing  for,  say,  dace, 
with  a  float  much  too  heavy  for  the  stream,  for 
the  force  of  the  strike  ends  at  the  float,  and  it  is 
more  by  luck  than  judgment  if  a  fish  gets  hooked. 
It  is  surprising  what  a  quick  stroke  is  necessary 
to  hook  a  dace  when  thus  tight-floating,  even  with 
the  most  perfect  tackle,  and  the  strike  coming 
directly  from  the  reel.  The  fact  is,  there  is  a 
certain  section  of  anglers  who  seem  to  think  that 
so  long  as  their  bait  is  in  the  water,  it  does  not 
matter  a  straw  under  what  conditions  ;  such,  for 
instance,  as  angling  for  dace  in  mid-water  at  a 
period  when  they  have  retired  for  the  winter  into 
holes  8ft.,  10ft.,  and  even  12ft.  in  depth. 

On  a  lovely  day  in  October  I  was  wandering  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ouse,  Hemmingford  way,  when 
I  came  to  a  youth  pike  fishing  in  a  pit  or  pool 
leading  into  a  back-water.  His  float  was  like  a 
pomegi'anate,  and  as  large  as  a  good  sized  one. 
He  was  fishing  in  water  at  least  12ft.  in  depth, 
and  his  buoy  was  about  3ft.  from  the  hooks. 

He  was  live  gorge  fishing.  The  gimp  com- 
prising his  tackle  was  enormously  thick,  the 
double  hook  three  times  too  large  for  his  bait, 
tearing  away  the  skin,  and  his  line  as  thick  as 
whipcord ;  afid  this  in  the  Ouse,  with  the  river 
low  and  very  bright,  where  I  have  proved  from 
experience  that  the  very  best  thing  one  can  do  on 
such  occasions  is  to  use  good,  sound,  strong  gut, 
for  it  seems  a  waste  of  time  to  use  gimp  tackles. 
Floats  are  constantly  used  to  carry  from  one 
small  shot  to  twenty  larger  shots,  and  even  more, 
but  given  a  properly  baited  hook,  whatever 
number  be  used,  if  the  angler  misses  fish  after 
fish,  he  may  know  that  there  is  something  wrong 
somewhere.  He  may  be  fishing  with  a  pegging 
tackle  in  a  stream  8ft.  in  depth  (which  often 
really  means  9ft.  between  float  and  hook),  which 
is  intended  for  a  stream  5ft.  in  depth,  and  actual 
depth  5ft.  6in.  His  shots  may  be  huddled 
altogether  in  a  chain  5in.  or  6in.  from  the  hook, 
with  no  chance  for  the  stream  to  play  on  the  bait, 
as  it  would  have  if  they  "were  Sin.  or  4in.  from 
each  other,  gradually  lessening  in  distance  to  the 
loop  of  a  fine  42in.  tackle,  the  three  lowest  resting 
on  the  ground,  and  the  bottom  shot  at  least  12in. 
from  the  hook,  or  how  is  it  possible  to  strike  such 
a  quick-biting  fish  as  the  dace,  with  the  fish  head- 
ing upstream. 

A  tackle  of  this  description  enables  the  angler 
to  respond  in  a  moment  to  a  twitch,  bob,  or  tilt 
of  the  float,  which  looks  like  a  snag,  and  even 
then  I  have  sometimes  seen  adepts  at  the  game 
miss  two  or  three  fish  out  of  six,  only  five  yards 
ofE.  Thefloat'in  this  case  should  be  6in.  or  Tin.  in 
length  and  as  thin  as  possible.  Such  a  float  offers 
little  or  no  resistance  to  the  current,  directs  a 
slanting  line  better  than  a  short  stubby  float,  and 
in  proper  swims  suited  to  the  tackle  I  know  no 
better  method  for  taking  several  sorts  of  fish. 
The  young  angler  will  often  notice  bits  of  worm 
and  skins  of  gentles  2in.  or  3in.  up  the  gut, 
both  when  he  does  and  when  he  does  not 
catch,  say,  a  roach,  and  he  has  been  unable 
to  account  for  it.  It  is  a  very  simple  matter.  In 
the  latter  instance,  when  he  has  failed  to  catch 
the  roach,  the  roach  has  been  one  too  many  for 
him,  and  it  has  blown  the  bait  out  before  the  hook 
could  be  sent  home,  in  other  words,  he  struck  too 
late  (his  float  might  have  been  too  big  on  this 
occasion) ;  but  in  the  former  case,  although  the 
roach,  feeling  there  was  something  wrong,  had  no 
doubt  tried  to  blow  out  the  bait,  the  angler  had 
been  one  too  many  for  the  roach,  the  hook  had 
been  sent  home,  and  only  the  bait  (or  what  was 
left  of  it)  had  been  blown  up  the  gut. 

When  pike  fishing  more  especially,  so  long  as 
the  float  is  heavy  enough  to  keep  a  dace  from 
coming  to  the  surface,  and  sailing  round  and 
round,  often  entangling  the  float  and  tackle — 
n  other  words,  to  keep  the  bait  well  down — 
this  is  all  that  is  required.  But  I  have  often  seen 
a  dace  sailing  round  12in.  or  15in.  underwater,  the 
angler  intently  watching  his  big  blue  and  red  float, 
wondering  why  he  did  not  get  a  run,  and  well  he 
might.  In  this  case  the  veriest  novice  can  see 
that  the  bullet  or  weight  was  too  far  from  the 
hook,  thus  allowing  the  bait  too  much  play. 

Old  Hand. 


THE  LOCHS  AND  EIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
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SUTHERLAND. 

LOCHS    OP  SUTHERLAND. 

Loch  Leum-na-Clavan  or  Leum-a-Cham- 
blain  is  in  the  parish  of  Kildonan,  and  of  con- 
siderable size,  being  about  two  miles  long  by  one 
broad,  and  has  the  reputation  of  being  quite  the 
best  of  all  the  many  lochs  in  this  famous  neigh- 
bourhood. ■  It  is  situated  between  Ben  Griam 
Mhor  and  Ben  Griam  Bheag.  It  is  difiicult  of 
access,  the  best  route  being  by  road  from  Kinbrace 
Station — a  distance  of  nine  miles,  with  a  walk 
afterwards  of  about  three  miles  over  the  hill. 
Very  large  and  heavy  baskets  are  made  on  this 
loch.  In  1891  Mr.  Gardiner  Muir  and  friend 
(one  boat)  killed  106  trout  weighing  621b.,  and  in 
July,  1865,  Mr.  Arch  Young,  H.M.  Commissioner 
of  Fisheries,  and  two  friends  killed  on  this  loch, 
Loch-an-Ruar,  and  Badanloch,  in  five  days,  560 
trout  weighing  2801b.  The  best  take  was  got 
here,  and  consisted  of  eighty-four  trout  weighing 
501b.  The  loch  is  connected  by  a  burn  with  Loch 
Coire-nam-Meann,  and  the  Daii-ygamph  burn, 
which  flows  out  of  it  (in  which  there  is  excellent 
fishing),  connects  it  with  Loch  Aric-Liny.  The 
fishing  is  strictly  pi'eserved  and  reserved  to  the 
tenant  of  Badanloch.  Route :  By  rail  to  Kinbrace  ; 
thence  a  very  long  walk. 

Iioch  Lear  lies  along  the  railway  three  and  a 
half  miles  from  Forsinard,  and  it  can  be  fished  by 
residing  at  the  hotel  there.  Sport  good.  Route  : 
Rail  to  Forsinard ;  thence  three  and  a  half  miles. 

Loch  Leod.  is  about  three  miles  from  Drumbeg 
Hotel,  It  gives  very  good  sport.  There  is  a  nice 
stream  flowing  into  Loch  Nedd  which  gives  sea 
trout.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Beannach,  which 
see. 

Iioch  Letteressie.  —  A  beautifully  wooded 
expanse  of  water  at  the  lower  end  of  Loch  Assynt, 
and  connected  with  it  by  a  river  only  a  few  yards 
long.  It  contains  trout  similar  to  those  got  in 
Loch  Assynt,  and  it  is  connected  with  a  number 
of  other  lochs,  all  containing  good  trout.  Route : 
Same  as  Loch  Assynt,  which  see. 

Loch  Lundi. — A  little  loch  in  Golspie  parish, 
containing  small  trout,  and  seldom  or  never  fished. 
Near  by  is  Golspie,  and  close  to  it  Dunrobin 
Castle,  the  princely  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Suther- 
land. The  late  duke  did  marvels  in  the  way  of 
improving  his  estates  and  endeavouring  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  people  living  on 
them,  and  the  present  duke  is  following  his 
excellent  example.  Route :  By  rail  to  Golspie ; 
thence  walk — no  road. 

Loch  Mead  die. — There  are  three  lochs  of  this 
name  in  Sutherland — two  of  them  in  the  parish  of 
Farr  and  one  in  the  parish  of  Edrachillis.  This 
one  is  in  Farr,  and  is  four  miles  long  by  one 
broad.  Altnaharra  Hotel  is  the  best  place  to  go 
to,  and  June,  July,  and  August  the  best  season. 
The  innkeeper  at  Altnaharra  has  two  boats  on  the 
loch.  The  trout  in  it  are  very  fine,  and  run  one 
or  two  to  a  pound.  They  take  minnow  or  flies — 
turkey  wing  a  favourite.  Not  far  off  is  Altna- 
caillich,  the  birthplace  of  Rob  Don,  a  Gaelic  poet 
of  some  mark.  There  is  here  a  fine  waterfall,  and 
close  by  is  the  celebrated  and  interesting  round 
tower  of  Dun  Dornadilla.  Of  these  old  towers 
there  are  nearly  a  hundred  in  the  county  of 
Sutherland,  all  of  course  greatly  dilapidated. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the 
Tongue  mail  car,  to  Altnaharra,  twenty-two 
miles ;  thence  hire. 

Loch  Meaddie  is  in  the  parish  of  Farr.  It  is 
two  miles  by  one,  and  contains  fine  trout,  four  or 
five  to  a  pound.  Small  flies  are  best,  and  June 
and  July  ai-e  the  choice  months.  Bettyhill  Inn 
is  the  nearest  hostelry.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Thurso ;  thence  by  the  mail  car  to  Bettyhill, 
about  thirty  miles ;  thence  walk. 


Loch  Meaddie. — A  loch  in  Edrachillis  parish, 
hardly  worth  fishing. 

Loch  Merkland  is  in  Lairg  parish,  and  is 
three  miles  long  by  one  broad.  Visitors  at 
Overscaig  Hotel  may  fish  it,  and  the  hotel  keeper 
has  boats  on  it.  July,  August,  and  September  are 
the  best  months  for  sport.  The  place  is  beautiful 
and  the  sport  is  good.  The  trout  frequently  weigh 
31b.  or  41b.  each,  and  take  minnow  bait  and  grey 
duck  flies.  They  cut  beautifully  red.  Route  :  By 
rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the  Scourie  mail 
car,  to  Overscaig  Inn,  sixteen  miles. 

Loch  Migdale  is  situated  in  Creich  parish, 
and  is  a  mile  long  by  half  a  mile  broad.  It 
belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  and  trustees  of 
Mr.  E.  C.  Sutherland,  of  Skibo,  and  can  be  fished 
from  the  Duke  of  Sutherland's  land  only  by 
residing  at  Inversliin  Hotel,  Invershin  Station, 
the  landlord  of  which  has  a  boat  for  the  use  of 
his  guests.  It  contains  troiit,  three  to  a  pound  or 
so,  and  fair  sport  is  got  on  good  days  in  April, 
May,  July,  August,  and  September.  Pike  are  also 
numerous,  and  average  41b.  each.  The  scenery  of 
Loch  Migdale  is  very  beautiful,  and  among  the 
objects  of  interest  are  the  Moor  of  TuUoch,  the 
scene  of  a  battle  in  the  eleventh  century  ;  many 
tumuli  and  caves  about.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Bonar  Bridge  or  Invershin ;  thence  two  miles  to 
the  "loch  by  a  good  road. 

Loch  More  is  in  the  parish  of  Edrachillis,  and 
eleven  miles  from  Overscaig,  which  is  the  nearest 
inn.  The  scenery  of  Loch  More  is  wild  and 
grand,  surrounded  as  it  is  by  the  Duke  of  Suther- 
land's deer  forest.  It  contains  splendid  trout  of 
about  lib.  weight,  and  an  average  day's  sport  is 
from  51b.  to  201b.  according  to  the  weather.  July, 
August,  and  Septem.ber  are  the  best  months,  and 
grey  duck  fly  and  minnow  the  best  lures.  The 
loch  is  preserved.  Overscaig  Hotel  aifords 
accommodation.  Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence 
hire,  or  by  the  Scourie  mail  car,  to  Overscaig  Inn, 
sixteen  miles ;  thence  hire,  eleven  miles,  to  the 
loch. 

Loch  Mulach-Corrie. — A  little  loch  in  the 
limestone  heights  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
above  the  inn  of  Inchnadamph.  It  is  said  to 
contain  the  gillaroo  or  gizzard  trout,  but  it  is 
questionable  if  they  are  the  real  gillaroo.  They, 
however,  have  a  gizzard,  which  increases  the 
apparent  depth  of  the  stomach,  and  gives  them 
their  beauty  of  shape.  It  is  believed  by  careful 
observers  that  they  are  mollusc-feeders,  which 
would  account  for  their  not  rising  well'  to  fly. 
White  slug  as  bait  has  been  found  to  do  well. 
Their  edible  qualities  are  excellent.  Route  :  Same 
as  Loch  Assynt,  which  see. 

Loch-na-Breack  More,  or  Loch  of  the  Large 
Trout,  is  situated  on  the  Assynt  road,  four  miles 
from  Loch  Inver.  It  yields  good  sport,  and  can 
be  donveniently  fished  from  Losh  Inver  Hotel. 
Route :  Same  as  Loch  Crogach,  which  see. 

Loch-na-Clar, — See  Loch  Badan. 

Loch-na-Coorach,  half  a  mile  long  by  about 
600jds.  wide,  lies  within  100yds.  of  Looh-na-Sealg, 
and"  about  600yds.  from  Loch  Acron  (see  Loch-na- 
Sealg).  Loch-na-Coorach  contains  trout  weighing 
from  lib.  to  31b.  Accommodation  at  Melvich  Inn 
or  Forsinard  Inn,  visitors  at  which  can  fish  the 
loch.  The  sport  is  excellent.  Route:  Same  as 
Looh-na-Sealg,  which  see. 

Loch-na-Cuin,  or  Loch-nan-Cuinne,  better 
known  locally  as  Loch  Rimsdale,  is  of  considerable 
size,  being  about  foiu-  miles  in  length  by  about 
one  to  one  and  a  half  broad.  Trout  run  about 
four  to  the  pound,  and  good  baskets  are  generally 
obtained.  The  loch  empties  itself  by  a  burn  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mUe  in  length  into  Loch-a-Chlair. 
Route :  By  train  to  Kinbrace,  then  drive  ten 
miles,  with  a  walk  of  about  two  miles  over  the 
moor  afterwards.  The  fishing  is  reserved  to  the 
tenants  of  Badanloch,  Syre,  and  Rhifail. 

Loch-na-EUauacl),  or  Loch  Eileanach,  is 
in  the  parish  of  Farr,  and  very  inaccessible.  It  is 
very  small,  as  are  also  the  trout  and  the  baskets 
to  be  made.  Such  as  it  is,  July  and  August  are 
the  best  months.  There  are  no  boats  on  it,  but  it 
is  open  to  the  public,  and  may  be  fished  most 
conveniently  from  Strathy  Inn  or  Melvich  Hotel. 
Iloute :  By  rail  to  Forsinard ;  thence  hire  to 
Melvich,  eighteen  miles  ;  thence  walk  ten  miles  to 
the  loch. 

Loch-ua-Moine. — See  Loch  Ach-na-Moin. 
Loch  Nan  Cuinue. — See  Loch-na-Cuin. 
Loch-na-Sealg  is  nearly  a  mile  long  by  half  a 
mile  broad  in  some  parts,  and  its  superfluent  . 
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■waters  fall  into  Loch-na-Coorach.  The  latter  is 
connected  with  the  Hallidale,  into  which  it 
discharges  its  waters,  about  three  miles  from  the 
Ferry  Bridge.  Loch  Acron,  or  Achrain,  is 
within  600jds.  of  Loch-na-Sealg,  and  both  yield 
capital  sport.  There  is  a  peculiarity  about  these 
lakes  rarely  noticed  elsewhere,  namely,  that  on 
days  when  there  is  a  splendid  fishing  breeze  the 
trout  take  best  on  the  weather  shore  in  com- 
paratively still  water,  while  very  few  can  be  got 
in  the  rougher  water  on  the  other  side.  This  loch 
is  let  with  shootings,  and  is  preserved.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Forsinard ;  thence  hire. 

Loch  Naver. — A  large  loch  in  the  upper  part 
of  Farr  parish,  situated  amid  splendid  mountain 
scenery.  Ben  Klibreck  (3164ft.)  and  Lord  Reay's 
Table  are  objects  of  interest  near,  and  so  is  a 
Pictish  tower  or  fort,  the  remains  of  which  are 
yet  traceable  on  a  little  island  of  the  loch.  It  is 
circular,  and  built  of  large  stones  without  cement. 
The  loch,  from  an  angling  point  of  view,  is  more 
interesting  still,  for  it  yields  splendid  sport. 
Salmon  run  about  lOlb.,  and  trout  are  got  often 
up  to  31b.,  while  Salmo  ferox  add  their  attractions. 
The  loch  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland.  The 
shooting  lessees  have  two  boats  on  it,  and  the 
hotelkeeper  at  Altnaharra  has  one  for  salmon  for 
his  guests.  It  yields  splendid  sport.  J uly  and 
August  are  the  best  months  for  trout,  and 
Febraary,  March,  and  April  for  salmon.  Route  : 
By  rail  to  Lairg  ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the  Tongue 
mail  car,  to  Altnaharra,  twenty-two  miles. 

Loch  Neach,  or  The  Raven's  Loch,  often 
yields  fair-  sport.  It  is  about  two  miles  from 
Loch  Inver  Hotel,  and  may  be  best  fished  by 
living  there.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Crogach, 
which  see. 

Loch  Foole. — A  very  large  loch,  which  gives 
good  trout  if  it  is  a  good  fishing  day.  There  is  a 
boat  on  it.  It  is  about  three  miles  from  Drumbeg 
Hotel,  visitors  at  which  can  fish  it.  A  good 
basket  is  often  taken.  Route :  Same  as  Loch 
Drumbeg,  which  see. 

Loch  Rimisdale. — See  Loch-na-Ouin. 

Loch  Roe. — A  loch  greatly  frequented  by  sea 
trout,  and  connected  with  the  Break  Loch,  which 
see.  It  is  about  two  and  a  haK  miles  from  Loch 
Inver,  on  the  road  to  Stoer,  and  can  be  con- 
veniently fished  by  staying  at  Loch  Inver  Hotel. 
Route :  Same  as  Loch  Crogach,  which  see. 

Lochs  Saaing,  Upper  and  Lower,  are  small 
lochs  on  Forsinard  Moor.  Both  have  trout  of 
small  size  and  fair  quality,  from  one  to  thi-ee 
dozen  a  fair  basket.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Forsinard ; 
thence  drive  six  miles  down  Strathalladale ;  thence 
walk  thi'ee  miles. 

Loch  Sallachy. — A  little  loch  in  Golspie 
parish,  of  little  fishing  importance. 

Loch  Sandwood. — An  inaccessible  little  loch 
in  Edrachillis  parish,  and  over  fifty  miles  from  the 
nearest  railway  station.  It  is  a  mile  in  length  by 
half  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  can  be  fished  by 
residing  at  Rhiconich  Hotel.  Its  shores  are  very 
rarely  trodden  by  the  foot  of  an  angler,  but  those 
who  penetrate  to  it  reap  a  fair  reward.  The 
brown  trout  are  beautifully  marked,  and  run 
about  T^lb.  or  so.  Sea  trout  are  pretty  numerous. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the 
Durness  mail  car,  to  Rhiconich,  forty-two  miles  ; 
thence  a  long  seven  miles'  walk. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  TESTIMONIAL  TO  MR.  W.  H. 
BROUGHAM. 


Close  of  the  Fund,  Presentation,  &c. 

Including  5s.  6d.  from  the  United  Brothers' 
Angling  Society,  Deptford,  per  Mr.  H.  Tyler,  just 
received,  this  fund  now  amounts  to  £153  8s.  6d. 

The  committee  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  have 
invited  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the  hon.  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  fund,  to  take  the  chair  at  their 
smoking  concert  and  prize  distribution  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  24, 
and  to  make  the  presentation  of  the  testimonial 
to  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  late  secretary  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  The 
committee  have  allowed  Mr.  Marston  to  invite  to 
the  concert  all  the  subscribers  to  the  testimonial 
who  would  like  to  be  present  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Brougham  is  the  oldest  honorary  member 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 


THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 


The  annual  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday 
next,  Jan.  27  ;  and  the  annual  dinner,  at  which  the 
Marquis  of  Granby  is  to  preside,  on  Feb.  16,  at 
the  Hotel  Cecil. 


MR.   P.   D.   MALLOCH'S  NEW 
PREMISES. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that,  owing  to  his  large 
and  ever  increasing  business,  Mr.  Malloch,  of 
Perth,  has  been  obliged  to  remove  io  more 
extensive  premises  in  New  Scott-street,  close  to 
the  old  place  of  business,  and  near  the  new 
Post  Office. 

The  new  buildings,  just  completed,  include 
retail  department,  saloon,  brass  foundry,  reel 
making,  rod  making,  fly  dressing,  and  other 
departments. 

We  wish  Mr.  Malloch  increased  prosperity  in 
his  new  premises. 


AUSTRALIAN  SHELL  FISH. 


Oysters  are  exceedingly  plentiful  in  New 
South  Wales,  on  the  coast  of  which  two  kinds  are 
found — one,  of  large  size,  known  as  the  mud 
oyster,  and  a  smaller  sort,  designated  the  rock 
oyster.  The  latter  is  the  favourite  variety.  It 
differs  largely  in  its  habits  from  the  English  and 
American  kinds,  but  exact  details  of  the  mode  of 
breeding  have  yet  to  be  obtained.  Quantities  of 
spat  are  thrown  off  at  various  times,  but 
especially  heavy  falls  occur  in  the  spring,  after 
which  the  rocks  between  tide-marks  may  be 
literally  plastered  with  young  shells  of  the  size  of 
a  shilling.  The  great  majority  of  these  perish ; 
those  surviving  reach  maturity  in  about  twelve 
months,  and  probably  increase  in  size  for  two  or 
three  years.  When  adult,  their  length  is  about 
3in.  Typically,  they  have  sharply  waved,  black- 
purple  edges.  Form  and  colour,  however,  are  so 
altered  by  environment  that  specimens  from 
diiferent  situations  have  been  given  different 
names.  That  they  are  really  one  kind  is, 
however,  proved  by  taking  a  young  purple  and 
crumple-edged  shell  from  a  position  on  rocks 
washed  by  waves  and  placing  it  on  a  zostera  flat 
in  calm  water.  Here  it  develops  a  thin,  white, 
smooth,  and  large  shell;  so  that  one  shell  may 
show  one  form  at  one  end  and  another  at  the 
other,  the  line  of  junction  marking  the  period  of 
transference.  No  shell  fish  other  than  oysters 
are  regularly  consumed  in  New  South  Wales,  the 
Australian  inheriting  and  accentuating  the  British 
distaste  for  such  small  game.  Occasionally,  how- 
ever, there  are  exposed  for  sale  at  the  Sydney  fish 
market  whelks  and  cockles,  the  former  being 
cooked  and  the  latter  eaten  either  cooked  or  raw. 
Both  the  whelk  and  the  cockle  are  used  as  bait, 
but  neither  is  at  all  like  its  English  namesake. 
Probably  their  use  as  food  is  restricted  to 
the  Greek  and  Italian  element  of  the 
Sydney  population.  Among  the  Crustacea,  the 
common  swimming  crab  occupies  a  leading  place. 
It  often  attains  a  weight  of  2lb.  or  31b.,  and  is 
always  in  good  demand,  finding  a  ready  sale  at 
prices  varying  from  3d.  to  9d.  each.  The 
principal  supplies  are  obtained  from  Sydney 
Harbour  and  Botany  Bay.  The  mangrove  crab 
is  the  largest  and  most  valuable  crab  found  on 
the  New  South  Wales  coast,  but  is  not  very 
common.  The  price  ranges  from  Is.  to  2s,  6d. 
each.  The  main  supplies  are  obtained  fi'om 
Botany  Bay.  The  colour  when  alive  is  olive 
brown.  It  inhabits  deep  holes  in  the  uiud,  and 
comes  out  at  low  tide  to  feed.  The  crawfish,  or 
lobster  (as  it  is  usually  caUed),  is  very  abundant 
along  the  whole  coast  line,  but  the  chief  supplies 
are  obtained  at  Port  Stephens.  It  is  l:>y  far  the 
largest  and  most  valuable  of  all  the  crustaceans 
of  New  South  Wales,  often  attaining  to  81b.  or 
101b.  in  weight.  Between  4000  and  500(t 
dozen  are  sold  annually  in  the  wholesale 
markets  at  prices  varying  from  Is.  to  2Us.  per 
dozen.  A  second  species  is  often  seen  offered  for 
sale,  the  "  southern  crawfish,"  which  is  equal  to 
the  Sydney  crawfish  as  an  article  of  food, 
although  usually  much  smaller.  The  crayfish 
is  seldom  offered  for  sale  in  Sydney,  but  it  is 
much  used  as  food  along  the  banks  of  the  inland 


rivers.  These  crustaceans  often  attain  to  a  foit 
or  more  in  length,  and  are  highly  prized  in  the 
winter  season,  when  they  ai'e  in  their  best  con- 
dition. The  common  prawn  is  obtained  in  large 
quantities  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year, 
but  in  mid-winter  there  is  at  times  a  falling  off  in 
the  supply,  and  prices  rise  accordingly.  In  addition 
to  the  demand  for  consumption  as  food,  this  prawn 
is  much  used  as  bait,  and  frequently  fetches  very 
high  prices  in  times  of  scarcity.  Large  specimens 
often  reach  8in.  or  (»in.  in  length.  The  principal 
supplies  are  oljtained  from  Sjdney  Harbour, 
Botany,  and  Cape  Hawke.  The  tiger  prawn  is  a 
species  which  appears  to  frequent  the  coast  at 
irregular  intervals.  Occasionally  it  is  captured 
in  abundance  in  Sydney  Harbour  and  at  Botany, 
The  river  prawn  is  not  so  large  as  the  two  pre- 
ceding species,  seldom  exceeding  4in.  or  oin.  in 
length.  It  is,  however,  very  abundant,  and 
appears  to  be  obtainable  during  the  whole  of  the 
year.  No  attempt  has  been  made  in  the  way  of 
tinning  Australian  oysters,  crabs,  or  lobsters  for 
export.  As  regards  oyster  cultivation,  there  is 
practically  an  unlimited  field  for  the  exercise  of 
energy  and  enterprise  on  the  pai-t  of  those  having 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  best  existing  methods 
and  theii-  applicability  to  Australian  oysters. — 
Mr.  John  Plummer,  Sydney,  N.S.W. 


THAT  BREAM. 


With  the  ever  increasing  number  of  anglers, 
and  with  rivers  and  lakes  that  year  after  j'ear 
exhibit  signs  of  the  closest  attention,  it  becomes  a 
question  with  the  followers  of  the  gentle  art 
where  to  go  for  a  good  day's  anghng  i-*  Years 
ago  a  fishing  tour  could  be  easily  planned  and 
carried  out.  Fish  were  plentiful.  Now  thei'3 
is  a  continual  contest  for  specimen  fish, 
and  prizes.  In  a  club  to  which  I  formerly 
belonged,  a  certain  number  of  prizes  were  offered 
for  yearly  competition,  and  among  other  specimen 
fish  that  every  week  were  displayed  upon  the 
trays  were  bream.  Amongst  the  numerous  angling 
friends  that  I  am  proud  to  say  I  possess,  was  one, 
an  old  pupil,  whose  home  was  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Yare.  His  letters  to  me  were  most 
enthusiastic,  while  the  thrilling  records  of  big 
takes  set  my  "  soul  afire,"  until  I  longed,  like  the 
guards  at  Waterloo,  to  be  "  at  "em.'"  But  how 
to  get  the  fish  up  from  Norfolk  to  London,  and 
from  London  to  Epsom,  was  the  next  considera- 
tion. Happy  thought !  I  had  two  sons  in  the 
city,  whose  duties  detained  them  in  London  until 
5.30  p.m.  daily.  By  infusing  a  certain  amount 
of  enthusiasm  into  these  junior  "  Straw  Hats," 
I  obtained  their  promises  of  co-operation  and 
assistance.  Of  course,  it  matters  little  how  many 
bream  were  caught,  or  where  we  caught  them  ;  but 
the  catch  in  question  was  made  at  Reedham, 
just  between  the  spot  where  the  mill  stands 
and  the  mouth  of  the  river  Chet,  which  joins 
the  Yare  aboxit  300yds.  or  4o0yds.  higher 
up  the  river.  Our  take  had  been  a  good  one, 
and  ran  easily  into  8st. — big,  lolloping  fellows, 
that  made  the  mouths  of  the  Yareside  wherry 
men  water  when  they  gazed  upon  them,  as  they 
were  landed  at  Norton  staithe.  We  began 
fishing  earh^  so  that  by  mid-day  I  had  a 
fair  sample  from  which  to  choose  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  coup  which  I  was  about  to  perpe- 
trate. I  made  a  selection  of  four  fish,  running  up 
to  the  same  weight  in  poimds,  packed  them  care- 
fully in  dry  grass,  and  enclosed  the  whole  in  an 
ordiliary  hamper.  My  brother  anglers  then 
rowed  me  to  Reedham  Ferry,  where  I  landed  and 
walked  to  the  station,  about  half  a  mile  distant. 
I  dispatched  the  valuable  consignment  to  Liver- 
pool-street Station,  and  then  wii-ed  to  "  Straw 
Hat,  Jun,"  to  meet  the  6.8  p.m.  train,  get  the 
hamper,  take  a  cab  across  London,  and  weigh 
them  in  at  Epsom.  The  remainder  of  this 
veracious  and  thrilling  narrative  I  give  as  the 
facts  were  related  to  me  on  my  return  home. 
First,  as  regards  the  Professor,  the  junior 
"  Thatched  One."  who  had  the  care  of  the  bream 
during  their  journey  from  Broad-street  to  the 
club-room  at  Epsom  : 

"  When  I  called  at  Liverpool-street,"  said  he, 
"  the  officiating  clerk  seemed  in  a  great  hm-ry  to 
get  rid  of  me,  and,  as  he  handed  me  the  hamper, 
remarked  that  if  I  didn't  look  sharp  I  should  miss 
my  train.  The  various  porters,  too,  were  also  in- 
clined to  be   exceedingly  impudent,  for  one 
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remarked  to  the  other,  with  a  broad  grin,  '  It's  a 
good  job  there's  a  fine  breeze  a-blowing,  Bill.'  The 
third  class  carriage  was  full  when  I  secured  my  seat, 
and,  for  reasons  of  despatch,  I  took  the  parcel  in 
with  me.    The  train  was  on  the  move,  and  hardly 
was  I  seated,  when  everybody  began  to  sniff  and 
to  appear  uncomfortable.    At  the  first  station  we 
stopped  there  was  a  general  exodus,  after  giving 
me  withering  glances  as  they  passed,  and  I 
watched  them  as  they  disappeared  into  a  smoking 
can-iage  next  door.    I  thought  the  atmosphere 
appeared  very  thick,  and  redolent  of  matter  in  a 
state  of  decomposition ;  but  I  ascribed  it  to  the 
numerous  yards  of  the  neighbourhood.  When  I  got 
outside  Epsom  Station  five  dogs  immediately  hung 
on  to  my  trail,  and  never  left  me  till  I  amved  at  the 
Wellington  Hotel,  where  I  deposited  the  precious 
parcel.    When  my  holiday  was  over  I  visited  the 
club.    '  Well,  Dix,'  said  I,  '  what  did  you  think  of 
the  bream  ?    Wer'n't  they  fine  fellows  ?  '  With 
a  look  that  boded  trouble,  he  remarked,  'Yes, 
they  were;  and  when  you've  paid  the  damages 
there  won't  be  much  pri/.e  money  for  you  to  draw. 
No  sooner  did  those  bream  come  into  the  house 
than  troubles  came  thick  and  fast.    I  put  them 
into  the  cellar  to  keep  cool  after  weighing-in,  as 
they  whiffed,  and  we  thought  we  would  have  them 
set  up.    The  next  morning  my  manager  came  to 
me  and  said,  '•  Boss,  I  am  afraid  that  that  drain 
has  broken  through  into  the  cellar  again.  Have 
you  got  any  of  that  strong  carbolic  acid  ?  I'll 
just  put  some  down,  and  speak  to  Mr.  Phillips, 
next  door,  to  find  out  if  he  has  displaced  the 
drain-pipe."     'Later  on  in  the  day,'  remarked 
the  irate  landlord,  'the  two  sanitary  inspectors 
came  into  the  bar.    "  Boss,  what's  up  with  your 
drains  P  "  remarked  both  in  a  breath.    "  Here,  stop 
a  moment!"    They  then  rushed  over  to  their 
office,   and    returned  with    several    bottles  of 
Sanitas  and  carbolic  acid,  which  they  proceeded 
to  sprinkle  liberally  over  the  floor  of  the  bar. 
Said  one,  "I've  just  sent  the  dust-cart  round 
to  your  back   gate  to  empty  your  dust-bin. 
I'll    come  in  presently  and    make  a  minute 
inspection  of  the  premises  and  report  on  it, 
for  something  must  have  gone  wrong  some- 
where."   When  the  dust  cart  belonging  to  the 
local  board  arrived,  the  breeze,  which  was  a  south- 
westerly one,  wafted  all  the  fumes  to  the  rear  of 
the  inn.    The  dustmen  found  nothing  in  the  bin 
to  cart  away,  but  the  landlord  saw  the  employes 
flitting  about  wildly  in  search  of  something  which 
they  were  evidently  unable  to  find.    One  and  all 
declared  the   stench   was   "  orful."    "  Why,  we 
couldn't  open  the  back  gate  at  first ;  it  was  so 
thick."    Pedestrians  in  the  High-street  looked 
askance,  and  gazed  up   at  the  windows,  and 
peered  in  at  the  doors  as  they  passed  by,  while 
some,  who  had  been  "  that  way  before,"  crossed 
when  they  came  to  the  clubhouse,  and  put 
the  width  of  the  street  between  it  and  their 
nobility.    The  customers  deserted  the  smoking- 
room,  and    the    occasionals    left    the  bar  in 
disgust.    "Do  with  'emp"    Why,  we  took  them 
to  a  piece  of  waste  land,  a  mile  away,  between 
Epsom  and  Ewell,  and  buried  them.'  "  However 
high  those  bream  were,  they  maintained  their 
position  upon  the  prize  list  until  March  14 
of  that  year,  and  the  "Thatched  One"  became 
entitled  to    the  first    and    second  prizes  for 
bream.    At  the  annual  dinner  the  chairman,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  observed  that  the 
specimen  fish  weighed-in  during  the  year  had 
been  above  the  average  in  many  respects.  (Hear 
hear.)    The  bream  (very  strong  and  heavy  fish) 
sent  in  by  Mr.  Strorrat  were  paid  special  attention 
to.    He  begged  to  hand  that  gentleman  the 
combmed  prizes  for  the  brace  of  fish— a  magni- 
ficent  Gruyere    cheese,   which,    amidst  much 
applause,  he  proceeded  to  do.        Straw  Hat. 


Well,  well !  "  exclaimed  the  pike  to  the  boy  who  had 
3ust  yanked  him  out  of  the  water  with  a  wire  noose  on  the 
end  of  a  stick  ;  "  well,  well,  how  modern  improvements 
are  spreading,  to  be  sure."  "Modern  improvements.!"' 
returned  the  boy,  inquiringly.  "  Yes,"  answered  the 
captive  pike,  as  he  flopped  himself  over  to  a  more  shady 
retreat  on  the  grassy  bank,  "  who'd  ever  thought,  for 
instance,  that  telegraphy  would  be  utihsed  in  fishing  P  " 
'  Telegraphy  in  fishing  ?  "  echoed  the  boy,  in  a  dazed  sort 
of  way;  "what  are  you  talking  about,  anyway  ?  What's 
this  sort  of  thing  got  to  do  with  telegraphy  in  fishing,  I'd 
like  to  know  ?  "  "  Why,"  responded  the  finny  logician, 
as  he  lazily  fanned  himself  ivith  his  gills,  "  how  weuld  1 
have  known  that  you  wanted  me  if  you  hadn't  wired 
me  ? 


Add 


55  min.  for  Kew. 


Richmond. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

®^  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  erivelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Yisnmo 
Gazette,  St.  Dmistan's  House,  Fetter-lani,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(SO  min.  for  Chelsea. 
Add-.'!?   "     "  Putney. 

145   ,,  Hammersmith.  """^80   „     .,  Twickenham 

(,oO   „     „    Barnes.  (85    „     „  Teddington. 

Example  .-—If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  It. 

Time  op  High  Watbe  at  London  Bridge. 
c  .     .       T       an  Morning,  Eveningr 

Saturday,  Jan.  22    1.36    9  ■>■: 

Sunday,        ,,   23    2  26   

Monday,       ,,  -21   ,   3.12 

Tuesday,       ,,  25    355   

Wednesday,  ,,  26   4.;iG 

Thursday,     „  27   &.1H  5  30 

Friday,         „  23    5  47    (i.  5 

High  Water  at  Ambeelbt  and  Pdlbobough. 

Evening, 

  2.42 

.3.  6    3.29 

3.52    4.14 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulboroug^i  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


2.49 
,'i.34 
4.10 
4.55 


r.        .  ,  Morning. 

Saturday,  Jan.  22    2.I6 

Sunday,  ,,  23   

Monday,  ,,  24  


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  — General  Eemarks.— Although 
the  river  appeared  ready  for  the  jack  anglers  at 
the  end  of  last  week,  very  few  reports  have  come  to 
hand  up  to  this  morning  (Wednesday),  and  the  end  of  the 
season  will  soon  coma.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from 
"  Otter"  Hone,  who  is  once  more  strongly  on  the  otter 
question.  Writing  on  Monday  evening,  he  says:  "The 
otters  are  catching  the  best  fish  at  Staines.  I  have  to-day 
found  a  barbel  of  61b.  that  one  had  been  eating,  and  he 
will  have  to  mind  where  he  puts  his  feet  to-night,  as  I 
mean  to  have  him  soon.  There  are  plenty  of  otters  in  the 
Thames.  I  shall  have  a  quantity  of  traps  set  to-night  for 
the  first  time."  Weybridge  is  getting  the  benefit  of 
private  contributions  of  fish.  Last  year  Mr.  Burrows 
turned  in  a  considerable  quantity  of  small  trout,  and 
Major  Arthur  Terry  a  nice  lot  of  perch ;  and  this 
year  has  commenced  with  the  gifc  of  234  carp  from 
Mr.  Ferguson,  of  Weybridge,  which  have  been  turned 
into  the  Thimea  by  that  well  known  fisherman  and 
keeper,  Herbert  Curr.  My  old  friend,  Mr.  James  Clapp, 
of  the  Chiswick  Piseatorials,  writes  :  "Whilst  fishing  at 
Twickenhani  last  week  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  catch  a 
fish,_  of  which  there  seems  to  be  a  great  difi^erence  of 
opinion  as  to  its  species,  and  would  like  to  know  from  jou 
— having  had  so  many  years'  experietc^  of  Thames  fish — 
whether  you  have  known  one  of  the  kind  taken  before.  It 
weighs  IJlb.,  and  has  the  head  and  eye  of  a  bream  ;  its  fins 
are  partly  roach  and  bream ;  the  tail  is  decidedly  roach, 
and  the  scales  and  body  favour  the  roach."  I  do  not 
remember  ever  having  seen  such  a  fish,  but  as  Mr.  Clapp 
has  sent  it  for  preservation,  others  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  it,  and  giving  their  opinion.  The 
principal  sport  has  been  amongst  the  roach,  and  the  bank 
anglers  have  been  doing  very  well  amongst  them.  The 
largest  jack  has  been  taken  by  one  of  the  litter  class,  and 
unless  there  is  no  further  disturbance  in  the  condition  of 
the  water  and  the  mildness  of  the  season,  the  river  ought 
to  ensure  a  good  attendance  of  all  classes  of  anglers. — B. 

 (Chertsey). — One  of  the  bank  anglers,  fishing  on 

the  morning  of  the  IGth,  caught  a  fine  jack  of  over 
101b.— B. 

 (Datchet). — John  Keene  repoits  the  water  is  in 

splendid  condition,  and  the  roach  and  chub  have  been 
feeding  well.  The  following  results  he  gives  in  evidence  : 
One  day,  with  Mr.  Shepherd,  301b.  of  good  roach  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Perkins  and  Mr.  Jones,  two  well- 
known  anglers,  201b.  of  roach  and  chub,  the  largest  roach 
21b. ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Mabbs,  201b.  of  chub,  roach, 
and  perch;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  C.  H.  O'Dowd, 
301b.  of  roach  and  chub. — B. 

  (Datchet). — Water  clear,   and  about  summer 

level ;  not  many  anglers  about.  I  was  out  with  Mr. 
Eldridge  on  the  15th,  and  caught  141b.  of  good  roach,  and 
a  good  number  of  small  roach  and  chub.  I  tried  the  jack 
for  a  couple  of  hours  on  the  17th,  caught  two  fish  ;  to-day, 
four  jack  ;  had  a  good  few  other  runs. — G.  Lumsden. 

 (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  writes  : 

' '  The  water  has  been  running  away  fast,  and  they  are 
shutting  in  the  weirs.  The  water  is  now  (Wednesday)  in 
good  order  for  all  fishing.  Mr.  Bndd,  of  Molesey,  has 
been  doing  well  with  the  roach,  his  best  day  realising 
seven  dozen,  many  of  them  weighing  lib.  each,  and  he 
brought  the  fish  for  me  to  see.  The  bank  anglers  on 
Tagg's  Island  have  been  doing  well  with  the  roach  and 
bream.  I  was  out  one  day  with  Mr.  Sturgess,  who 
creeled  one  and  a  half  dozen  of  perch,  most  of  which  he 
returned." — B. 

.          (Henley). — A  good  many  anglers  have  been  out 

since  the  14th,  and  here  and  there  a  few  decent  bags  of 
roach  hive  been  had,  especially  by  bank  anglers.  Pike 
have  not  been  on  the  move,  and  in  most  cases  only  very 
small  ones  have  been  taken.  The  beet  one  of  61b.  was 
captured  by  a  bank  angler.  Patrons  with  Arlett  have  had 
bags  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Elliott,  out  with  James,  a  nice 
take  of  roach  and  a  brace  of  jack;  Mr.  Harvey,  seven 
chub,  five  weighing  151b.  The  water  is  a  splendid  colour, 
and  there  is  a  nice  stream  on. — J.  W.  Read. 


 (Kingston). — John  Knight,  on  Monday,  with  Mr. 

Coltman,  three  and  a  half  dozen  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Howse 
and  friend,  one  day,  had  a  good  take  of  roach  ;  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stevens,  in  a  few  hours,  two  and  a  half  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace. — B. 

 (Marlow).— The  best  bag  this  week  was  caught 

by  Mr.  Gross,  of  the  Clayton  Arms,  on  Monday  last.  It 
consisted  of  seven  jack,  largest  8Jlb.,  the  best  fiur 
averaging  71b.  each.  Water  in  pwfect  condition.— C.  L. 
Mathew.s. 

 (Richmond).— The  fishermen  report  they  have 

been  getting  some  fine  roach  and  dace. 

■;  (Staines).— Charles  Hone  tells  me  he  has  been 

doing  some  good  business  amongst  the  roach,  and  the 
largest  fish  was  taken  by  Mr.  Martin,  of  the  Larkhall 
Angling  Society,  which  weighed  lib.  13Joz.— B. 

  (Sunbury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  during 

the  week,  have  been  getting  some  fine  bream  up  to  5|ib., 
and  a  total  of  seven  jack,  the  largest  OJlb.— B. 

  (Streatley).— Mr.  Cockburn  took  a  fine  pike  on 

Saturday,  91b.  ;  the  same  gentleman,  on  Monday,  took  a 
fine  fish,  51b.  Mr.  F.  Beswick  took  some  fine  roach. 
Bartholomew,  to-day,  with  two  gentlemen,  took  about 
301b.  of  roach,  and  one  jack  about  51b.  Water  now  in 
fine  condition. — Horace  J.  Gardner. 

  (Teddington).— W.  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

Cooper,  five  jack,  the  largest,  71b.  ;  half  a  day  with  Mr. 
lye,  one  brace  of  jack;  and  in  two  days,  with  Mr.  islip, 
eight  good  barbel,  three  jack,  one  bream,  and  a  dozen 
roach.  _  Mr.  Sinnibaldi,  during  the  week,  fishing  under 
the  weir,  has  caught  twelve  jack,  three  of  the  largest 
weighing  together  181b. — B. 

  (Twickenham).— John   Spong,  one  day,  with 

Mr.  James  Clapp,  of  the  Chiswick  Piseatorials,  who 
creeled  six  bream  and  101b.  of  roach,  the  largest  roach 
weighing  lib.  6oz.,  in  splendid  condition.  H.  Spiers,  one 
day,  with  Mr.  Newark,  12Ib.  of  roach ;  another  day,  with 
Mr.  Tomlinson,  121b.  of  roach  ;  and  another  day,  lOIb  of 
roach.  Other  anglers  have  been  getting  some  good  roach 
and  dace. — B. 

— -  (Weybridge).  —  Mr.    Brooker,    fishing  with 
Herbert  Ciirr,  one  day,  got  a  brace  of  jack.— B. 

 (Windsor  District).— The  river  here  is  again  in 

excellent  order  for  all-round  angling,  having  cleared 
wonderfully  quickly.  Owing  to  the  spring-like  weather 
many  anglers  have  been  out,  and  many  good  baskets  have 
been  the  result,  principally  amongst  jack,  which  just  now 
are  running  well,  and  could  not  be  in  better  condition, 
only  one  fish  coming  to  my  notice  being  very  poor, 
evidently  suffering  from  disease,  or  it  would  never  have 
allowed  itself  to  be  captured  in  the  ignominious  way  it 
was.  A  local  angler  was  the  captor,  and  the  means 
adopted  was  fouling  the  fish  as  it  swam  about  in  a  weak 
state.  Even  when  hooked  near  the  tail  it  had  but  little 
strength  to  resist,  and  was  landed.  I  have  since  been 
assured  that  this  fish,  which  weighed' 12Jlb.,  was  sold  to  a 
London  angler  for_  Is.,  and  as  it  was  to  all  appearances 
blind  in  both  eyes,  if  one  has  been  weighed-in  from  this 
district  of  about  this  weight,  inquiry  should  be  made. 
Another,  but  a  good  healthy  fish,  was  taken  near  Boveney, 
going  nearly  151b  I  am  told  Croft,  the  lock  keeper,  saw 
this  fish.  Mr.  F.  Sharratt,  of  Surly  Hall,  has  had  several, 
on  one  occasion  taking  a  brace  (91b.  and  4Jlb),  and  a  trjut 
of  about  4ilb.,  which  took  a  live  roach  on  gimp  tackle.  It 
was  a  poor,  spent  fish,  and,  fortunately,  was  uninjured,  as 
it  fell  off  the  hook  into  the  punt,  and  was  at  once  returned 
to  the  river.  Mr.  Harry  Stinton,  of  Eton,  has  had  a  nice 
brace  of  7ilb.  and  6Jlb.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Eton,  also  had 
a  pretty  fish  of  51b.  5oz.,  and  a  chub  of  41b.  Another  nice 
Thames  fish,  which  I  weighed,  was  one  of  71b.  lloz.,  cxught 
with  a  sprat ona"  Bedford  Spinner,"  by  Mr.  R.  Martin,  of 
Clewer,  near  Windsor.  Mr.  Sibley,  of  Windsor,  has  also 
had  one  of  41b.  3o/..  That  little  sought  for  fish,  the  perch, 
is  well  worth  trying  in  the  Thames,  and,  as  the  water  is 
now,  some  plump  minnows  on  a  two  hook  fine  gut  pater- 
noster should  account  for  a  good  many  ;  but  the  only  good 
dish  I  can  hear  of  during  the  past  week  is  a  handsome  lot 
takea  by  the  veteran  angler,  Mr.  Fenn,  of  Datchet ;  two 
of  them  weighed  lib.  2oz.  each,  six  were  lib.  each,  two 
went  14oz.  e  ich,  and  two  12oz. — truly,  a  handsome  tray. 
Chubbists  should  not  miss  this  water,  and  with  a  few  sets 
of  brains  and  some  nicely  prepared  pith  spoit  must  ensue, 
allowing  a  good  man  is  with  you  who  will  noiselessly  hold 
up  your  punt  whilst  you  manipulate  your  quiU  in  and  out 
of  the  eddies  as  near  the  boughs  as  you  dare.  Compared 
with  the  old  system  of  chewing  brains,  a  tumbler  and  fork 
is  a  far  superior  way  of  beating  them  up,  and  a  little  bran 
thrown  in  is,  I  have  found,  an  attraction  in  drawing  fish 
up  from  a  distance,  being  more  buoyant  than  brains,  yet 
having  the  flavour  if  well  beaten  up.  I  hear  some  tine 
roach  and  chub  have  been  had  in  the  Datchet  distiict  by 
Keane,  one  day's  bag  going  331b. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— There  has  really  been  nothing 
noteworthy  to  report  of  late,  so  my  notes  have  been 
discjntinued.  Four  hundred  very  fine  tench,  up  to  Sio.  or 
9in.,  are  being  placed  in  the  river  this  week  by  the  c  m- 
missioners,  from  the  Manor  Fi^hsry,  Caistor,  making  a 
total  of  about  50,000  fish  turned  in  since  the  re-stocking 
was  commenced  by  the  engineer. — Thuma.s  Ford  (Caistor). 

Sure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).  —  The 
"weather  has  been  so  miserable  that  angling  has  not  been 
followed  to  any  great  extent.  Dense,  cold  fogs,  with  a 
bitterly  cold,  raw  air  from  E.S.E.,  combine  to  deter 
anglers  from  going  out,  and  there  is  nothing  much  worthy 
of  mention  to  report.  Nevertheless,  the  river  is  ia  good 
condition,  and  roach  are  very  keen  on  the  feed,  but  run 
rather  small,  certainly  averaging  under  Jib.  The  Broad 
also,  though  yielding,  as  usual,  a  great  number  of  pike  up 
to  61b.,  has  not  been  productive  of  big  fish  this  season, 
the  best;  being  one  of  17ilb.  Perch  will  becoming  on  better 
in  about  two  months  time.  Roach  are  in  superb  condi- 
tion, and  may  be  caught  anywhere  in  large  numbers,  but, 
as  mentioned  above,  are  not  much  in  point  of  size ;  a  lib. 
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fish  is  good  at  this  part  of  the  river  at  this  time  of  year. 
The  bigger  fish  seem  to  take  better  higher  up.  Bread 
paste  or  dough  will  account  for  dozens  up  to  4oz.  or  6oz., 
indeed,  parte  of  the  river  teem  with  great  shoals  of  them. 
— C. H.  Taylor. 

Devonshire  Streams— The  pike  season  has  been  a 
good  one  ;  in  fact,  a  better  time  has  not  been  experienced 
for  some  years.  Perch  are  not  very  plentiful.  The 
Paignton  District  Council  have  decided  to  place  200  tench 
in  their  reservoir. — Devonian. 

Elstree  Reservoir  (Herts).— There  has  been  good 
sport  here  the  last  week  with  jack  fishing.  One  day  Mr. 
barker  had  a  catch  of  four  jack,  weighing  201b.  ;  several 
gentlemen  besides  having  good  sport.  Water  a  good 
colour. — E.  SUREIDGE. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  very  mild  and 
springlike,  with  river  in  good  all-round  fishing  order.  I 
have  not  heard  of  anything  special  in  the  pike  line  from 
local  waters  for  some  little  time  past,  bat  in  two  recent 
visits  to  the  Tiverton  Canal  Mr.  D.  Jackmau  has  scored  a 
brace  of  good  fish,  viz.,  191b.  and  20Jlb.  From  our  canal 
several  of  small  size,  up  to  41b.  apiece,  have  been  killed. 
Perch  and  loich  fishing  appears  to  be  very  quiet. — Eed 
Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire  and  Cambs.). 

— Comparatively  little  rain  fell  last  week,  and  fishing  as  a 
rule  was  a  pleasant  occupation.  Both  trolling  and  bottom 
fishing_  were  pursued  with  success,  and  those  who  went 
after  either  pike  or  roach  were  by  no  means  disappointed. 
A  number  of  pike  were  taken  from  the  Forty-foot,  mostly 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  BillLngborough.  Others  fell 
to  sportsmen  on  the  WeUand,  whilst,  again,  the  Drove 
drains  yielded  their  quota.  No  very  heavy  fish  came  to 
hand,  the  best  I  hear  of  being  under  81b.  Some  capital 
roach  have  been  got  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Surfleet. 
Many  fish  taken  last  week  of  this  class  were  over  lib. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Anglers  on  the  Idle 
and  its  kindred  water,  the  Kyton,  have  had  some  very  fair 
sport  during  the  past  week.  Dace  are  very  freely  t^ken, 
but  most  anglers  have  also  had  roach  and  chub.  One  of 
the  best  takes  was  got  near  Bollam  the  other  day,  and 
was  made  up  of  a  chub,  31b.,  several  roach  of  over  lib. 
each,  and  other  fish  of  smaller  weight.  There  has  also 
been  some  little  sport  on  the  Stockwith  Canal,  chiefly 
amongst  roach  ;  the  best  captures  have  come  from  the 
Worksop  district.  Between  that  place  and  Shire  Oaks  a 
few  specimens  have  been  banked.  Sport  in  the  lower 
district  has  been  quiet. — L. 

Lark  (riempton,  &c.).— The  water  is  again  very  low 
and  clear  below  the  mills,  but  above  them  we  have  a  good 
head  of  water  and  plenty  of  pike,  which  the  Lark  A.S. 
wants  cleared  out  on  account  of  the  ttoat.  I  only  hear  of 
a  few  small  pike  and  dace  being  taken  near  Flempton.  Very 
tine  tackle  is  required  just  now  at  Ickliogham.  Several 
pike  have  been  killed  by  some  Newmarket  gentlemen. 
The  general  meeting  of  the  Lark  A.S.  takes  place  on 
Monday,  the  24th,  at  the  White  Hart,  Mildenhall. 
—A.  E.  K.  - 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —Both  these 
streams  are  now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  are  running 
in  good  order  for  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  rather  unsettled,  but  very  mild,  and  a  few  rods  have 
been  out,  and  have  used  worm,  maggot,  and  grasshopper. 
At  midday  the  grayling  have  rose  at  the  Eed  Tag,  Green 
Insect,  Willow,  and  Palmer,  and  several  good  fish  taken. 
With  a  little  frost  some  good  dishes  of  grayling  would  be 
taken  in  both  streams.    The  Pinsley  is  running  clear. — 

GWYXXE. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
have  lowered  considerably,  and  are  now  ia  order  for  swim- 
ming worm,  gentle,  or  sink  and  draw.  Weather  this  (Wed- 
nesday) evening  is  threatening,  and  glass  sinking.  It  is 
remarkably  mild  for  time  of  year,  and  a  continuance  will 
give  a  chance  of  fair  sport  the  coming  week.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).- Leadenskies  and  nasty  fogs 
have  been  the  prevailing  condition  of  things  in  this  dis- 
trict since  my  last  report,  and  the  weather  in  consequence 
has  been  far  from  suitable  for  fishing,  there  always  exist- 
ing the  threatening  aspect  of  more  rain,  although  only  a 
moderate  lot  has  fallen  since  the  heavy  downpour  of  last 
week,  when  the  river  for  some  days  was  at  flood  tide. 
Everything  still  remains  in  abeyance,  but  it  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the  water  has  receded,  there  having  been  a 
drop  of  nearly  3ft.  since  last  week,  and  if  we  get  a  con- 
tinuance of  present  circumstances  we  shall  not  be  long 
before  something  can  be  done,  but  at  present  the  water  is 
off  colour,  and  everything  is  out  of  condition,  and  appa- 
rently must  remain  so  for  a  short  time.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Salterton,  Devon).— Owing  to  the  excep- 
tionally mild  winter  so  far,  the  fishing  will  probably  be 
eaily  this  season.  The  public  water  opens  legally  on  the 
2nd  proximo.  Trout  may  daily  be  seen  rising  on  it  even 
now.  _  On  the  17th  inst.  I  noticed  a  large  number  of  white 
trout  in  some  of  the  pools,  but  they  are  certain  to  fall  to 
the  nets,  which  will  no  doubt  be  used  without  hindrance 
as  soon  as  this  month  is  out.  Most  of  the  preserved  water 
opens  on  March  1.  Nothing  doing  at  sea.  The  crab  and 
lob&ter  season  is  just  beginning.- Heron. 

Ouse  (Denver).— The  waters  are  running  well,  and 
southerly  winds  prevail,  accompanied  with  fine,  spring- 
like  weather  though  quite  unseasonable,  but  at  the  sime 
time  everything  points  to  good  sport,  whilst  it  must  be 
admitted  that  few  attempts  are  being  made  here,  in  fact, 
all  the  anglers  seem  to  be  "laying  low."  On  Saturday 
last  by  the  riverside,  whilst  quietly  overlooking  the  reeds 
by  the  shores,  I  saw  several  good  pike  feeding  on  their 
™yage  down  the  "  Ten-mOe,"  from  the  Fishing  Cottage 
t  the  Sluice.— Water  Wagtail. 

Onse  (Great  Paxton).— The  water  is  all  that  could 
be  desired,  and  jack  are  feeding.  Some  very  nice  fish 
have  been  taken.    Roach  are  feeding  freely,  gentles  being 


the  best  bait.  Some  good  bream  have  been  caught  with 
brandlings. — W.  Ducker. 

Ouse  (Ho]ywell  Perry).— Water  in  splendid  con- 
dition, and  jack  are  feeding  pretty  freely  now.  Nothing 
wonderful  large  yet  taken,  but  plenty  of  medium  sized 
ones  brought  in. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — It  is  a  long  timejsince  I  sent  you 
a  report,  for  the  Ouse  has  been  quite  out  of  condition  for 
fishing  for  months  past.  Until  the  end  of  November 
it  was  as  clear  as  gin,  and  since  that  time  it  has  been 
thick  as  "  hog's  wash."  Now,  however,  it  is  just  right, 
and  has  been  so  for  the  last  three  or  four  days.  There 
has  consequently  been  fair  sport  with  the  jack  for  those 
who  have  tried  their  hands.  On  Monday  a  boy  with  a 
stick  and  a  bit  of  string  got  three  nice  ones  just  opposite 
my  landing  stage,  weighing  131b.  (the  largest  Gib.),  and 
yesterday  (Tuesday)  a  couple  more  nice  ones  were  taken, 
so,  on  the  whole,  I  consider  the  chances  of  sport  are  now 
brighter  than  they  have  been  for  a  long  time  past. — 
Wm.  Nash. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  in  this  neighbourhood  continues  to 
be  unusually  mild  for  the  season  although  occasionally 
rather  storiny,  but  at  present  all  these  streams  are  in  very 
good  condition,  and  anglers  are  stiU  having  good  sport, 
especially  with  the  fly,  and  in  the  Tanat  the  grayling  rise 
well,  but  are  not  taken  in  such  quantities  as  was  the  case 
last  season,  but,  as  a  sort  of  recompense,  roach  and  dace 
are  very  much  in  evidence,  so  that  fishermen  in  this  river 
do  not  return  with  empty  creels.  In  the  Vyrnwy  at 
present  worms  and  gentles  seem  at  a  discount  amongst 
the  finny  tribe,  and  more  fish  are  captured  with  the  fly 
than  by  any  other  lures,  but  the  very  exceptional  mildness 
of  the  weather  may  accoimt  for  this  state  of  affairs.  In 
the  Severn  troUir  g  for  pike[continues  to  be  very  successful, 
and  good  baskets  of  coarse  fish  are  secured  by  anglers 
with  all  kinds  of  baits. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Rain 
has  held  off  for  some  days,  and  rivers  are  now  in  excellent 
order.  Pike  and  roach  have  given  sport  on  the  Ouse. 
Mr.  Tomkins,  while  piking  at  Isfield,  secured  three  nice 
fish,  the  heaviest  weighing  61b.  Mr.  Durrant,  while 
fishing  for  roach  on  the  Ouse,  at  Barcombe  MUls,  had  an 
unusual  experience.  Worming  on  the  bottom,  he  hooked 
a  salmon  trout  weighing  from  2 Jib.  to  31b.,  and  after  ten 
minutes'  excitement  the  fish  was  landed,  and  returned  at 
once  to  the  river  with  the  hope  of  a  re-capture  when  in 
season.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Adur,  and 
at  Chichester  Canal  pike,  bream,  and  roach  have  been 
secured.  The  heaviest  pike,  weighing  fijlb.,  was  taken  at 
Birdham  with  live  bait.  The  Rother  is  running  strong  ;  a 
brace  of  Ub.  pike  is  the  best  record. — George  F.  Salter. 

Tav.v,  Plym,  &c. — The  fishing  association  of  the 
Tavy,  AValkham,  and  Plym  have  received  a  favourable 
report  regarding  last  season's  fishing.  There  is  a  credit 
balance  of  £76,  an  increase  of  £23  17s.  lOd.  The  season 
for  salmon  peal  was  not  a  good  one,  the  fish  going  up  the 
Tavy  and  Walkham  in  smaller  numbers  than  usual ;  but 
in  the  Meavy  and  Plym,  although  late  in  running,  fish 
were  plentiful  and  above  the  average  size.  Peal  fishing 
commenced  on  May  4,  and  many  large  salmon  were  taken, 
up  to  14Jlb.  in  weight  The  largest  number  caught  with 
one  rod  was  fifty  with  the  fly  only,  and  another  sixty-four. 
In  November  1140  trout  were  transferred  to  the  River 
Tavy.  Sir  Massey  Lopes,  Bart.,  who  has  made  grants  of 
large  and  valuable  fisheries  to  the  association,  has  been 
specially  thanked. — B. 

Taw  and  Torridge.- It  has  been  decided  by  the 
conservators  to  issue  fortnightly  licences  at  10s.,  as  an 
inducement  for  visitors  to  come  into  the  district.  The 
first  proposition  was  to  issue  the  licences  at  os.,  but  as  it 
vvas  thought  that  this  would  perhaps  affect  the  season 
licence  holders,  it  was  decided  to  fix  the  price  at  lOs.,  but 
if  the  holder  then  takes  a  season  licence,  this  amount  wiU 
be  reckoned  in  part  payment  of  the  guinea.  The  receipts 
of  the  board  during  the  past  season  were  £378  18s.  7d.,  and 
they  have  a  balance  in  hand  of  .£47  lis.  The  conservatois 
are  fortunate  in  having  the  advice  and  assittinca  of  that 
well-knownandexperienced  naturalist,  Mr.  F.G.Richmond, 
of  the  fish  breeding  establishment  at  Braunton.  This 
gentleman  has  offered  to  place  5000  young  salmon  and 
1000  peal  in  the  rivers,  the  fish  to  be  ready  for  distribution 
in  about  a  couple  of  months.  Needless  to  say  the  offer 
has  been  readily  accep'ied,  and  the  distribution  wiU  be  left 
to  Mr.  Richmond.  It  is  understood  that  General  Clay, 
who  has  been  fishing  the  waters  of  the  Hon.  Mark  Rolle, 
in  the  Taw  and  Mole,  has  turned  some  500  fine  yearling 
rainbow  trout  into  the  Taw  below  Brightleigh  Weir.  As 
there  are  many  gentlemen  who  have  the  privilege  of  fishing 
over  these  waters,  this  is  an  example  that  might  be 
followed  with  advantage,  there  being  no  better  means  of 
improving  the  fishing  of  the  river. — Devonian. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  gone 
down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
Since  the  water  has  been  bank  full  it  has  done  a  great 
deal  of  good  for  the  fishing.  All  the  accumulations  of  the 
dry  summer  have  been  washed  away,  and  there  is  now 
every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  being  had  in  this  part. 
The  weather  has  teen  very  mild,  and  rain  has  threatened, 
but  it  has  kept  off,  and  the  fish  have  been  sporting  between 
11  and  2.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used 
Red  Tag,  Palmer,  Wil!ow,  Mid  Blue,  and  Green  Insect, 
and  some  have  tried  worm  and  maggot  and  grasshopper. 
Sport  ha  s  not  been  very  brisk,  but  some  nice  sized  fish 
have  been  landed,  and  if  there  should  come  some  frosty 
nights,  grayling  fishing  should  be  good.  Pike  have  been 
tried  for  with  gorge  bait,  but  few  have  been  taken  of  late. 
Trout  are  more  advanced  this  mild  season,  and  are  taking 
fly,  and  have  to  be  returned  to  the  water. — S.  Lcdlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  mild,  with  occasional  storms,  but  it 
has  not  altered  the  river.    Angling  at  present  is  slow  in 


this  part.  A  few  anglers  get  out  at  mid-day,  and  have 
tried  fly  and  worm,  but  the  fish  are  very  slow,  and  some 
good  sharp  frosts  would  greatly  improve  the  prospects  of 
grayling  fishing,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish  around  here. — 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  river  is  in  splendid  order  for 
bottom  fishing,  and  many  good  roach  have  been  taken 
during  the  past  week.  From  the  Muskham  water  espe- 
cially have  anglers  been  successful,  Messrs.  Croom,  T. 
Lees,  and  W.  F.  Hurst  taking  several  good  roach,  the 
latter  on  Monday  showinst  a  grand  sample,  including  a 
couple  weighing  lib.  7\oz.  3  shots  and  lib.  7oz.  '■)  shots. 
Chub  have  fallen  to  a  bunch  of  cockspur  worms,  and  this 
is  the  most  killing  bait  at  the  present  time.  The  Piscatorial 
half  year,  which  closed  on  Wednesday  evening,  has  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  since  the  formation  of  the 
society,  many  good  fish,  including  271  specimen  roach, 
being  entered  duiing  the  six  months,  and  the  following 
take  premier  honoai  s  in  the  classes:  Roach,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Hurst;  dace,  Mr.  H.  Corner;  bream,  Mr.  W.  King; 
chub,  Mr.  R.  Kirtou  ;  barbel,  Mr.  J.  Hopkinson  ;  bleak, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Burton. — Trentsider. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— The  water 
on  the  Witham  has  run  down  nicely  during  the  week,  and 
some  very  good  sport  has  been  had  by  local  anglers  at  both 
Bardney  and  Dogdyke.  At  the  former  place  Lincoln 
anglers  have  turned  up  in  force.  The  Sincil  Dyke  has 
been  productive  of  some  good  roach.  Down  at  Dogdyke 
a  few  Sheffield  visitors  were  amongst  the  most  successful. 
The  Bain  has  also  yielded  some  good  roach.  Pike  fishing 
has  been  best  about  Tattershall,  and  live  bait  has  accounted 
for  some  nice  fish.  One  visitor  got  five  which  scaled  over 
201b.  On  the  drains  around  Boston  sport  has  been  very 
quiet. — Lui  I. 

SCOTCH  REFOBTS. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  Perthshire,  N.B.).— Ken- 

more.  Loch  Tay. — On  the  hotel  water,  on  Monday,  17th, 
Mr.  Beattie  killed  a  salmon  of  191b.,  and  one  of  171b.  ; 
Mrs.  Kni?ht,  131b.  Too  stormy  on  Tuesday  for  boats  to 
go  out. — Knight. 

Loch  Tay  ^Killin  Hotel).— On  Jan.  15  Mr.  Menzies, 
out  from  the  above  hotel,  captured  two  very  fine  salmon, 
of  16Ib.  and  171b.  respectively. — H.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Fortingall). — William  Stewart  Menzies,  of 
Chesthill,  two  salmon,  l!>lb  and  221b.  :  Mr.  Peter  Dewar, 
three,  201b.,  201b.,  and  221b.;  Mr.  Hugh  McLellan,  one, 

191b. — MA(  PHAIL. 

North-East  of  Scotland,— Not  for  some  twenty 
years  back  has  there  been  the  same  continuation  of  almost 
genial,  balmy  weather.  Open  winters  there  have  been, 
but  usually  accompanied  by  frosts  more  or  less  protracted 
and  severe.  The  present  season,  however,  has  to  go  back 
two  decades  for  the  same  pai-alle!  high  readings.  Fish 
have  been  entering  the  Dee  quite  freely,  it  being  sonn 
three  weeks  ago  since  the  first  very  large  shoal  of  clean 
fish  was  observed.  Sir  WDliam  Brooks  and  other  resident 
proprietors  are  now  arriving  on  Deeside,  and  the  shooting 
and  fishing  lodges,  closed  since  last  November,  are  again 
being  occupied.  Spring  waters  are  being  much  sought 
after,  and  in  all  likelihood  the  best  of  the  season's  sport 
will  be  had  at  the  very  beginning,  as  far  as  the  middle 
reaches  at  least.  There  is  no  doubt  fish  will  also  be  found 
far  inland  on  the  opening  day,  owing  to  the  abnormally 
high  rate  of  temperature  and  the  almc  st  entire  absence  of 
snow  broth,  unless  a  very  sudden  and  extremely  severe 
spell  of  very  stormy  weather  should  at  the  last  moment 
set  in.  Kelts  are  descenduig  in  large  numbers,  the  fine 
drawing  waters  also  favourirg  their  migration.—  G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  give  promise 
of  some  sport  this  spring,  but  the  rod  fishings  do  not  open 
for  a  month  and  more  yet.  Several  spring  fish  were  seen 
ascending  the  rivers  last  week — bright  little  fish  of  from 
61b.  to  101b.  each.  Several  salmon  poachers  have  been 
before  the  Sheriff'  Courts  this  week.  Thomas  Grier, 
plumber,  of  Maxwelltown,  was  convicted  on  evidence,  and 
fined  .£5,  with  30s.  of  expenses,  for  having  a  set  of  drag 
hooks  in  his  possession  on  the  banks  of  Cairn, 
a  tributary  of  the  Nith,  on  Dec.  19.  Robert 
Murphy,  labourer,  Maxwelltown  ;  Samuel  Edgar, 
mill-worker,  and  David  Sutherland,  of  Dumfries,  pleaded 
guilty  to  a  similar  offence.  Murphy  was  fined  £3  with 
10s.  of  expenses,  and  the  other  two  £2  10s.  each,  as  thLs 
was  their  first  offence.  The  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries 
Association  held  their  annual  meeting  last  week.  It  was 
resolved  to  continue  the  usual  assessment  upon  the 
proprietors  to  meet  the  expenses  for  watching,  &o.  The 
association  resolved  to  rent  Sir  Richard  Graham's  fishings 
for  the  season  189S  at  a  rent  of  £2i)0.  Mr.  McGeorge, 
the  secretary,  reported  that  he  had  arranged  on  behalf  of 
the  association  a  five  years'  lease  of  Lord  Lonsdale's 
fishings  at  a  rent  of  £150  per  year.  By  these  arrange- 
ments there  will  be  no  net  fishing  in  the  river,  the  con- 
ditions being  the  same  as  last  y^ar.  The  issue  of  angling 
tickets  were  fixed  at  rates  the  same  as  last  season.  The 
rules  were  revised,  and  it  was  resolved  that  no  bait  for 
spinning  lures  be  allowed  after  Sept.  1  in  the  tributaries, 
and  on  the  Esk  and  Liddle  after  Sept.  15.  It  will  thus  be 
noticed  that  the  fly  will  be  the  only  allowable  lure  on  and 
after  Sept  15. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.  —  There  is  certainly  not  much 
to  report  piscatoriilly  from  the  Borderland  this  week. 
The  rivers  up  to  this  morning  have  been  running  full,  clear, 
and  a  grand  size  for  spawning  purposes,  but,  as  said 
before  in  these  rotes,  the  paucity  of  breeding  fish  still 
continues.  I  am  informed,  however,  that  in  some  of  the 
upper  reaches,  further  west  from  Kelso,  there  are  a  good 
many  "spanners"  to  be  seen  on  the  redds;  but  even 
suppcsing  this  to  be  the  case,  where  are  the  hundreds  of 
fish  that  annually  come  to  spawn  on  the  splendid  breeding 
grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  Kelso  and  district  ?  During 
the  past  two  days  we  have  had  some  boisterous  weather 
in  the  shape  of  wind,  accompanied  with  rain,  which  must 
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have  been  much  worse  further  west,  as  to-day 
(Wednesday)  the  main  rivers  have  come  down  iii 
flood  to  the  extent  of  nearly  a  couple  of  feet 
above  thiii-  normal  level.  This  opportune  rise  will  be 
the  meajs  of  giving  any  late  spawning  fish  a  chance  of  an 
easy  access  to  the  upper  breeding  reaches.  It  is  currently 
reported  thit  in  all  the  tributary  streams  there  are  any 
amount  of  bull  trout  in  them,  while  on  both  Tweed  and 
Teviot  a  goodly  number  have  also  been  observed  in  some 
of  the  poo's.  I  regret  to  say  that  during  the  past  ten  days 
several  salmon  have  been  observed  suffering  from  the  loath- 
some fungoid  disease,  Sai^rolcgnia  fera.r,  one  fish  being 
nearly  covered  from  head  to  tail  with  the  filthy  coating  of 
white  slimy  substance,  so  well  known  to  anglers  as  the 
fungoid  diseas?.  This  disease  has  not  been  so  rife  in  the 
Tweed  and  Teviot  far  the  past  two  seasons,  but  this  fact 
may  be  accounted  for  by  there  not  having  been  the  same 
amount  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  therefore  could  not  have 
been  so  niticeable  as  when  the  rivers  were  better 
stocked  with  fish.  Very  little  is  being  done  in  the 
way  of  angling  for  trout  at  present.  Even  the  all-the- 
year-round  piscitor  is  just  now  seldom  to  be  seen  on  the 
river's  banks.  What  fish  that  are  ?ot,  however,  at 
present  are  not  worth  the  trouble  of  killing,  as  they  are 
scares  worth  the  trouble  of  taking  home— thin,  lean, 
lanky,  miserable  apologies  of  the  breed  to  which  they 
belong.  The  weather  is  still  very  open,  and  should  it 
continue  so  for  another  month  trout  angling  will  be  begun 
in  earnest  early  in  March  by  the  legitimate  angler,  and  by 
that  time  the  speckled  beauties  will  have  gained  condition 
once  more  and  put  on  flesh,  enabling  them  to  give  the 
sport  so  much  desired  by  the  true  disciple  of  Old  Izaak.  I 
am  informed  that  a  good  many  bull  trout  have  recently 
been  killed  in  some  of  the  smaller  tributary  streams  such 
as  the  Kale,  Bowmont,  and  Ale,  ranging  from  2Jlb.  up  to 
Clb.  and_  Tib.  As  these  fish  are  great  devourers  of  salmon 
ova  their  capture  will  not  be  regretted  by  the  salmon 
angler,  but  will  be  hailed  with  joy.  The  angling 
season  for  salmon  begins  on  the  first  of  next 
month  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot,  and  anglers 
are,  owing  to  the  openness  of  the  season,  in 
hopes  of  making  an  early  start,  if  frost  and  snow  does  not 
set  in  by  that  time.  At  the  present  time,  however,  there 
seems'no  prospect  of  this,  but  in  this  northern  climate  of 
ours  the  weather  takes  such  sudden  changes  that  there  is 
no  telling  what  description  of  weather  we  may  have  before 
that  date.  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  of  any  of  the  salmon 
fishings,  which  are  to  let  in  the  district  having  been  taken 
so  far ;  but  I  understand  that  inquirie.-^  have  been  made 
about  several  of  those  in  the  Kelso  and  Rt.  Boswell's 
district  for  the  back-end  campaign,  while  one  or  two 
^ntlemen  are  also  on  the  look-out  for  a,  water  for  the 
spring  fishings. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

•Balliudei-ry  (co.  Tyrone).— Closer  research  shows 
that  the  spawning  season  just  over  was  more  successful 
than  was  at  first  believed.  Early  in  November  all  the 
chief  redds  were  well  covered  in  the  upper  waters.  After 
December  few  fish  crossed  the  weirs,  and  it  was  thought 
the  runs  were  over,  but  it  now  seems  that  the  four  miles 
between  Coagh  weir  and  the  mouth  of  the  river  were 
literally  burrowed  by  salmon  arriving  during  the  high 
water.  But  there  was  a  great  decrease  in  the  run  of  lake 
trout,  and  they  appeared  to  be  smaller.  In  former  years 
lake  trout  up  to  201b.  and  301b.  often  crossed  the  weir,  but 
in  the  past  season  few  up  to  151b.  were  noticed  by  the 
bailiffs.    The  season  opens  on  March  1. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers. — Heavy  floods  are  now  the  rule  on 
above  waters.  The  spawned  fish  are  now  making  for  the 
sea.  On  the  whole  the  spawning  season  was  a  very  satis- 
factiry  one. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — In  last  report  an  error  was  made  in  sayir  g 
that  the  angling  opened  on  Jan.  16  here.  '  The  cross- line 
fishing  opened  up  to  this  year  (when  it  was  discontinued) 
on  that  date.  The  angling  does  not  commence  here  until 
Feb.  1.    Prospects  good,  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh.— On  Tuesday,  the  1st  proximo,  the 
poUan  fisheries  will  open  on  Lough  Neagh,  and  trout 
fishing  commences  on  March  1.  In  the  coming  season 
another  effort  will  be  made  to  open  the  lake  up  to  tourist 
traffic.  The  fishers  are  trying  to  have  the  minimum  legal 
length  of  the  poUan  reduced  from  Sin.  to  T'in.  If  they  got 
this  concession,  they  would  want  the  limit  reduced  to  G'n 
—J.  A.  B. 

North  Kerry  Rivers.— All  the  above  rivers  are  once 
more  very  heavily  flooded.  The  spawned  fish  are  cleaiiag 
out  to  sea  very  rapidly.  A  good  season  is  looked  forward 
to  all  round.  Poachers  have  not  been  idle  on  the  Smerlash 
recently.— T.  J.  D. 

Shannon.— The  outlook  for  the  spring  fisliing  could 
not  possibly  be  more  promising.  Owing  to  the  unusually 
mild  winter,  the  temperature  of  the  water  has  been  so 
high  that  the  new  salmon  have  been  running  up  from  the 
estuary  in  large  quantities  during  the  list  three  weeks.  At 
Castleconnell  very  many  heavy  springers  have  been  seen, 
and,  of  course,  our  Killaloe  waters  are  bound  to  hold 
plenty  of  big  ones  by  the  opening  day  (Feb.  1).  The 
floods  are  fast  disappearing,  so  we  all  hope  that  the  water 
will  be  in  nice  order  after  a  few  days. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).  —  The  prospects  for  ths 
coming  spring  see  se  n  are  very  bright  so  far,  and  if  favour- 
able weather  be  had  there  should  be  fine  sport  during  the 
opening  month  (February).  Salmon  continue  to  come  up 
from  the  sea  in  good  numbers.  Last  Friday  eighteen  fine 
fish  were  had  at  the  weir  (heaviest  191b.  :  average  weight 
12|lb.).— T.  J.  D.  '         s       5  , 


Thk  only  frost  fish  ever  seen  in  captivity  are  at  the  New 
>  ork  Aquarium.  They  are  from  Saranac  Lake.  An 
interesting  exhibit  of  clams  and  oysters  growing  in  their 
natural  state  may  also  be  seen,  The  Aquarium  is  adding 
novelties  daily, 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Jan.  28.  Tides  increase  to  Monday,  then  decrease  till  end 
of  week. 


Scarborough   

farmoath  

Lowestoft   

Aldeburgh   

Harwich   


Southend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-'» 
stairs,  &  Bams-v 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


H  'stiDgs  . 


Eastb  >arne  and  ) 
Brighton.  j 


Newhaven 
Shoreham 


Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 


Chichester 


Bournemouth . 
Plymouth   


Sat. 

Sun 

Mod. 

Tuea. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m 
:i..i6 

p.m. 
4.21 

a.m. 
4  44 
p.m. 

a.m. 

5.29 
p.m 

49 

a.m. 

6.  9 
p  m 
6.29 

a.m. 

6  49 
p.m. 
7.  9 

a.m. 

7  29 
p.m. 
7.48 

a  m, 

S,  8 
p.m. 

S  28 

S  5.J 

y.2o 

y  44 

10.  8 

10  31 
11,  2 

11.12 
11.32 

11.52 

0  12 
0  31 

0.  49 

1.  7 

ib^^z 

10.26 

10. .;o 

11.13 
11.44 

11.54 

0.14 
0.34 

0.54 
1  13 

1.31 
1.49 

10.26 
10.51 

11.15 
11.39 

0.  2 

0.23 
0.43 

1.  3 
1.23 

1.43 
2.  2 

2.20 
2.38 

11.48 

0  13 
0.37 

1.  1 
1  24 

1.45 
2.  5 

2  25 
2  45 

3.  5 

3  24 

3.42 
4.  0 

0.15 
0.41 

1.  6 
1.30 

1  53 
2.15 

2  34 
2  56 

3.14 
3,34 

8  52 
4.11 

4.28 
4.46 

11.41 

0.  6 
0.30 

0.53 
1.15 

1.3G 
1.56 

2.15 
2.34 

2.53 
3.12 

3.31 
3.49 

10.56 
11.23 

11.50 

0  13 
0.36 

0.58 
L19 

1  40 

2  0 

2  19 
2.38 

2.56 
_  3.14 

10.36 
11.  3 

11.29 
11.53 

0.16 

0.  38 

1.  0 

1.20 
1.40 

2.  0 
2.18 

2.36 
2.54 

11.  4 

11.31 

11  57 

0.21 
0.44 

1.  6 
1  27 

1,48 
2,  8 

2.27 
2,46 

3.'  4 
3.22 

11.13 
11.37 

0.  1 

0  23 
0.41 

1.  1 

1,18 

1,37 
1.56 

2,14 
2.32 

2.50 
3,  S 

11.21 
11.48 

0.14 

0.  38 

1.  1 

1.23 
1.44 

2,  5 
2,25 

2  44 

3,  3 

3.21 

3,39 

11.33 
11.58 

0.22 

0.  45 

1.  7 

1  28 
1.48 

2,  8 
2  27 

2.46 
3,  4 

3.22 
3.39 

11.21 

11.46 

0.10 

0.33 
0.55 

1  16 

1.30 

1,56 
2,15 

2.34 
2,52 

3,10 

3,27 

8.50 
9.15 

9  39 
10,  2 

10.24 
10.45 

11.  5 
11.25 

11.44 

0,  3 
0,21 

0,39 
0  66 

5.14 
5.40 

e.  7 

6.31 

6.53 
6,13 

7,32 
7.51 

8.18 
8.26 

8.42 
8,57 

9.11 
9.27 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  telegraph.— Friday,  9.19  a.m. 

Hastings.— Dull;  smooth;  S.W. 
Bamsgatb.— Overcast;  smooth;  W. 
Margate.— Overcast ;  saiooth;  W. 
Folkestone.— Fog  ;  smooth  ;  W. 
Dover.— Fog ;  smooth  ;  W. 
Deal.— Overcast ;  smooth;  S.W. 
Hythe. — Eainy  ;  moderate;  W. 


Ballinskelligs. — Hake  and  pollack  anglers  are 
getting  good  sport  on  favourable  days  around  Horse 
Island,  and  in  Boulikille  Bay.  The  fishermen  are  already 
preparing  for  the  spring  mackerel  fishing,  which  is 
expected  to  open  early  this  year. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — The  nets  are  doing  a  little  amongst  the 
coarser  fish,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out  for  some  time. 
When  the  weather  gets  finer  good  sport  is  sure  to  be  had 
at  whiting,  gurnard,  &c.  Weather  to-day  (Tuesday)  very 
wet,  with  a  choppy  sea  — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Some  splendid  catches  of  dabs 
were  made  upon  the  pier  on  Thursday  and  Friday  of  last 
week,  and  on  the  same  two  days  the  boats  were  very  busy 
among  the  whiting  in  deep  water.  Saturday  was  ushered 
ia  by  an  east  wind,  and  little  sport  was  experienced  on 
the  pier  on  that  and  the  following  day.  Mr.  Cornford 
and  three  friends  brought  ashore  nine  score  of  whiting  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  and  all  the  boats  did  fairly  well.  One 
boatman  (G.  Bailey)  had  a  whiting  of  4|lb.  among  his 
catch,  the  heaviest  of  its  species,  we  believe,  taken  in  this 
locality  during  the  present  season.  Messrs.  Morrell, 
Harvey,  and  Webber  did  well  upon  the  pier  during  the 
night  of  the  16th  inst.,  but  the  water  was  so  very  clear  on 
Monday  that  the  day's  catch  upon  the  pier  only  amounted 
to  eighteen  fish.  Sport  ruled  brisk  in  the  evening,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Morrell  had  forty-seven,  Mr.  Waddell  thirty- 
eight,  and  several  others  between  one  and  two  scores.  Tues- 
diy  proved  another  off  day,  the  total  upon  the  pier  only 
amounting  to  twelve  dabs  and  one  lemon  sole.  Night  fishing 
was  again  good,  and  each  rod  accounted  for  a  fair  take,  Mr. 
Morrell  and  his  wife  topping  the  list  with  sixty-two.  Mr. 
Bushnell  had  a  large  lemon  sole  and  several  dabs  on 
Wednesday,  but  Messrs.  Moyes,  Owles,  Lircher,  Pilmer, 
Smyth,  and  Capt.  Bateman  did  scarcely  anything.  Many 
of  the  boats  have  experienced  very  indifferent  sport  during 
the  last  three  or  four  days,  and  doubtless  a  hreeze  would 
materially  improve  matters,  as  the  water  remains 
abnormally  clear  for  the  time  of  year. — J.  Richard- 
son (B.S.A.S). 

Seal. — Owing  to  the  long  fine  weather  the  water  has 
become  very  clear,  and  ia  consequence  the  boats  have  had 
to  go  well  out  into  the  Downs  to  fish  in  the  daytime, 
bringing  in  fair  takes  of  fish  ;  and  several  of  the  local  fisher- 
men havj  put  outinthe  dark  for  a  few  hours,  also  bring- 
ing in  very  fair  takes  from  close  to  the  bsach.  It  is 
blowing  now  a  fresh  breeze,  S.W.,  and  if  it  continues  for  a 
couple  of  days,  sufficient  to  colour  the  water,  I  anticipate 
fair  spjrt  well  inshore. — Edwd.  Hanger  (B.S.A  S.). 

Margate. — Some  good  catches  of  codling  are  taking 
place  daily  off  here.    Two  of  our  members  were  out  two 


days,  and  had  good  sport — two  and  a  quarter  ec  jre  and  one 
and  three-quarter  score.  The  writer,  with  two  friends, 
out  on  Thursday,  caught  seven  score  and  twelve  cod, 
three  flat  fish  (the  heaviest  Gib.,  as  fine  a  plaice  that  the 
men  had  ever  seen  caught  by  hand). — T.  Jephc  ott. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  for  this  time  of  the  year  ia 
very  fine,  in  fact,  we  have  had,  as  yet,  no  cold  weather  at 
all.  The  sea  is  quite  smooth,  and  fishing  of  all  kinds  is 
being  carried  on.  At  the  Great  Western  Docks  the  grey 
mullet  are  on  the  feed  agiin,  and  they  are  taking  the  bait 
freely.  They  are  not  always  to  be  found  in  the  same 
place,  sometimes  they  are  ciufht  at  the  pier  head, 
sometimes  outside  the  dock  gates  ;  but  within  the  last  few 
days  they  seem  to  have  had  an  attraction  for  the  outside 
of  the  dry  dock  gates,  for  several  dozen  are  ciught  here 
both  mornings  and  evenings,  the  fish  averaging  about  lib. 
in  weight.  Some  fine  pollack  are  taken  nightly,  or,  rather, 
early  in  the  mornings,  just  about  daybreak,  at  the  back  of 
Drake's  Island,  and  also  at  the  "  leek  "  beds  and  just  out- 
side the  east  end  of  the  breakwater.  They  require  strong 
gear,  because  now  and  then  you  meet  with  a  very  heavy 
fish,  and  they  have  a  curious  knack  of  diving  to  the  bottom 
when  hooked,  and  if  they  once  get  amongst  the  weeds, 
good-bye  fish  and  gear,  unless  it  is  very  strong. — William 
Hearder(B.S.A.S.). 


January  23. 


Albert  Piscatorials :  Outing. 
Batteissa  Piscatorials  ;  Match  at  Hampton. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Match  at  Kye  House. 
Camden  :  Outing  to  Harlow. 
Canning  Town  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Sunbury.- 
North  London  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Match  iu  the  Stort. 
Koyal  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
Stratford  :  Outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Outing. 
January  24. 
Piscatorial  Society :  Smoking  concert  and  presontatioa 
to  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham. 
January  25. 

Battersea  Piscatorials  :  Visit. 
Gresham  ;  Annual  general  meeting. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Concert. 
January  26. 

Friendly  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner  at  Hotel  Cecil.. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
St.  Alban's  :  Supper  and  concert. 
West  Green ;  Supper. 
January  27. 
Cobden  :  Visit. 

Wimbledon  Piscatoi'ials  :  Ooiicei't  and  reading. 
January  28. 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  :  Committee  meeting. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


30, 
30. 
30. 

30. 
30. 
30. 
30. 
30. 
31. 
31. 
31. 

3. 

6. 

6. 

6. 

6. 

6. 

G. 

6. 

6. 

7. 


9. 
13. 
15. 
16. 
19. 
21. 
22. 
22.' 
27'. 


— Allason  United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Walton. 
— Bermondsey  Brothers  :  January  competition. 
— Brompton  :  Competition  and  dinner  at  Pang- 
bourne. 
— Collingwoad  :  Outiog. 
— Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
— Queen's  Piscatorials :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
— Wenlock :  Match  at  Windsor. 
— Woolwich  Brothers  :  Challenge  cup  contest, 
— Allason  United  :  Benefit  concert. 
— St.  John's  :  Visit. 
— Victoria  Brothers  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
— Sundial :  Concert  and  distribution. 
—Crown  and  Buckland  :  Outing  to  Walton. 
— Forest  Gate  :  Outing. 
— Highbury  ;  Outing. 
— Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
— Phojnix  :  Onting  to  Shiplake. 
— Serapis  :  Outing  to  Sonning. 
— Sundial :  Competition. 
— Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
— Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
— Dalston  :  A. B,S.  concert. 
— Mildmay  :  Annual  dinner. 
—Eagle  :  Smokiirg  concert. 
— Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
— Original  Alexandra  ;  A.B.S.  concert. 
— Fly  Fishers'  Society  ;  Annual  dinner. 
— Lychnobit;s:  Benefit  concert. 
— Clissold  :  Benefit  concert. 
— Good  Intent :  Annual  supper. 
— Original  Alexandra  :  Annual  supper. 
—Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 


Ecjrotts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day IKEorningf.  Thursday  night's  cluhs  or  meetings  hy 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  "  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£27  l/s.  lOJd.,  being  the  proceeds  of  the  lafe  Windsor 
cDmpetition,  and  £3  5s.  from  the  Bostonian  Angling 
Society's  donation  box.  At  the  last  meeting  on  Jan.  14 
there  were  five  applicants,  who  received  the  sum  of 
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£25.  The  next  committee  meetiog  will  take  place  on 
Friday,  Jan.  28,  at  8.30.  I  wish  secretaries  and  others 
would  kindly  settle  for  Mohawk  benefit  held  in  November 
las!:. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District). — A 
return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Monday,  Jan. 
17,  at  the  Jolly  Butchers'  A.S.,  George  the  Fourth, 
Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  when  eleven  clubs  were 
fairly  represented. — A.  Painter. 

Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Acton. — The  punt  competition  took  place  at  Richmond  on 
Jan.  14,  from  10  till  4,  for  three  prizes.  Upon  weighing- 
in  at  clubhouse,  winners  were  :  W.  Howell,  first, 
111b.  13oz ;  S.  Head,  second,  71b.  12oz. ;  W.  Newark, 
third,  "lb.  lOoz.  Messrs.  South,  Da  veil,  Sigman.  Chick, 
Spirrow  also  weighed-in.  Total  weight,  471b.  —  W. 
Howell. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance  Tavern, 
Vaseal-road,  Brixton,  S.W. — Since  last  report  we  have 
had  some  very  good  shows  of  fish.  Mr.  Lidbetter  has 
weighed-in  roach  and  chub,  best  roach  lib.  9oz. ;  Mr. 
Pinner,  roach  and  perch  ;  and  several  other  members, 
reach  and  dace.  On  Jan.  23  we  have  an  outing  for  two 
prizes,  and  hope  all  members  will  compete. — William 
Eyke. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney. — On  Jan.  16  Mr.  C. 
Osborne  weighed-in  perch.  Our  match  at  Walton  has 
been  withdrawn ;  will  members  please  attend  next 
Wednesday  to  select  another  place,  and  oblige — H. 
Haines. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  An^fling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Qxbridge-street,  Nottmg  Hill  Gate. — 
<^n  Jan.  1(>  the  following  weighed-in :  Ben  Abrahams,  six 
roach,  one  perch,  and  two  dace,  31b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Blades, 
Mr.  Abbott,  Mr.  Shephard,  and  H.  Smith  also  weighed-in. 
Our  sweepstake  match  will  take  place  on  the  305h.  We 
give  a  benefit  to  one  of  our  supporters  (Mr.  Charles 
Sansom).  We  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance  of  anglers 
and  friends  on  Jan.  31  at  the  above  house. — Bex. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields. — Oh  Jan.  16  Messrs. 
Drew  and  Guittard  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  winning 
the  two  prizes  left  over  from  last  outing.  The  above 
house  having  changed  hands,  the  members  intend  giving 
the  new  landlord  a  special  visit  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  1.  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  gentlemen  that  will  give  us  a 
ook  in  on  that  evening. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun 
Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Jan.  16  the  prizes  were  won  as  follows:  Messrs. 
Ttutchinson,  roach,  chub,  and  dace,  41b.  12o2.,  first; 
Lambarth,  roach  and  dace,  31b.  12|o7..,  second;  Irvin, 
roach  aTd  dace,  21b.  14  ;z.,  third ;  Walker,  roach,  21b.  loz., 
fourth.  The  following  memberj  also  had  roach  and  dace : 
Meesi  j.  Davij,  jun.,  Shury,  Hulme,  Millen,  and  Hender. 
The  following  also  bad  fish  from  other  parts  :  Mr.  G. 
VVatling,  roach  and  dace,  about  101b.  ;  Mr.  Cripps,  41b.  ; 
Mr.  Nunn,  setj.,  also  had  about  81b.  of  roach.  On  Thurs- 
day last  week  one  new  member  was  made  and  another 
proposed. — A.  Ceipps, 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Quean's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — In  the  jack  mitch 
on  Jan.  16  Mr.  Smeed  was  the  only  successful  member, 
taking  firs^  prize,  also  special  prize  for  largeet  fish.  The 
remaiuing  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Jan.  30,  fame  con- 
d.ti  'Ds.  Messrs.  Ireland,  Addison,  and  Jenkins  also 
weighed-in  fome  good  roach  and  dace.  Will  members 
turn  up  next  Tuesday  to  give  the  new  host  a  welcome  ? — 
A.  Jenkins 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Clapham 
Junction,  S.W. — Since  my  last  report  the  following 
members  have  had  fish  :  Mr.  W.  Keene,  chub  and  dace ; 
and  Mr.  Painter,  dace.  Match  takes  place  at  Hampton 
on  Jan.  23,  from  Ferry  to  Sunbury  Lock  ;  all  to  go  by  the 
8.5  a.m.  from  Clapham  Jancti)n,  and  return  by  the 
4.50  p.m.  Our  visit  takes  place  on  Tuesdiy,  when  I 
should  like  to  see  a  good  muster,  as  it  is  our  first  vitit  on 
tte  S  L.U.  Vis.ting  List.— T.  Tringham. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Jan.  16  Mr. 
W.  Bray  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  31b.  3Joz  ;  Mr  B. 
Ltmmes,  dace.  Wednesday  next,  Jan  26,  will  be  audit 
night,  Mr.  T.  Davis  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Pain  being  the  auditors 
appointed. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society.  Chtrry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  B. — Since  last 
repoit  the  following  have  weighed-in  :  Mr.  B.  Bi-sell, 
reach ;  Mr.  KeUey,  roach ;  Mr.  Parmenter,  jack.  A 
special  meeting  will  be  held  next  Tuesday  evening, 
8  o'clock  sharp,  to  discuss  very  important  business. — J. 
Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  .Ian.  16  Mr.  Everitt  weighed-in  dace, 
and  a  nice  jack,  7|lb. ;  Mr.  J.  French  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach,  and  a  jack  just  over  61b.  We  fish  for  seven  prizes 
between  Rje  House  Bridge  and  Fish  and  Eels,  at  Brox- 
bonrne,  on  Jan.  23  ;  start  fishing  at  9  o'clock,  cease  fishing 
at  5  o'clock ;  show  fish  at  Fish  and  Eels  not  later  than 
5..30  p  m  ;  stewards,  Mr.  R.  Hubbard  and  C.  Wicks.  I 
beg  to  call  members'  attention  to  Incidental  Fund. — P.  E. 
Loft. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  Colin 
Cimpbell,  High-road,  KUbum. — On  Jan.  16  our  match 
at  Co  jkham  proved  a  success,  all  prizes  being  taken  by 
the  following  :  A.  Quick,  P.  Batchelor  (nice  chub, 
31b.  4^07..),  F.  Honour,  J.  Tanner,  G.  Tanner,  ani  C. 
Tanner.  I  hope  members  will  turn  up  next  week  to 
arrange  for  our  next  outing, — A.  C.  Quick. 

Canning  Town  Anglin^f  Society,  Marquis  of 
SaUsbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.  —  In  our 
peggtd-down  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  the  16th,  only 


one  prize  was  taken,  Mr.  R,  Lashwood  being  successful 
with  a  small  show  of  dace.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  on  the  23rd  inst,,  at  the  same  place  and  same 
conditions. — O.  Jones. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
The  members  fished  atCookham  on  the  liith  inst.,  when 
the  following  were  successful  :  Messrs.  A.  Hey  man, 
first;  A.  Bowater,  second;  and  H.  Pegg,  third.  Mem- 
bers please  note  that  quarterly  night  is  on  the  27tli  inst. , 
when  all  books  must  be  clear,  or  Rule  9  will  be  strictly 
enforced. — G.  T.' Ja.mesox. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  Nortb- 
wold-road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Since  my  last  report, 
Messrs.  Pound  and  Thompson  have  weighed-in  some  nice 
chub  and  perch.  On  Monday,  Feb.  21,  we  hold  a  smoking 
concert  on  behalf  of  Brother  E.  Hunt.  Will  members 
kindly  settle  for  P.T.  by  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  25,  as  they 
are  overdue. — E.  J.  Mallett. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
ColUngwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.  —  At  our 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last  Mr.  W.  Beames  was  elected 
unanimously  chairman  for  the  next  three  months.  On 
Jan.  9  Messrs.  Parnwell  and  Malachi  had  131b.  roach  and 
dace ;  Messrs.  Turner,  Dowiies,  and  Ball,  roach,  dace, 
and  perch.  On  Jan.  18  Messrs.  W.  Beames,  Ball,  Turner, 
Downes,  and  Sorge  had  roach  and  dace.  Will  all  members 
attend  next  week  and  settle  monthly  outing  for  30th  inst.  ? 
— W.  Ash. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — Mr.  R.  Jacobs  weighed-in  anice 
show  of  roach  and  dace  on  Jan.  13.  Mr.  S.  Cutbush 
weighed-in  jack  and  perch  on  Jan.  16 ;  same  day,  Mr.  E. 
Marshall,  jack.  Mr.  R.  Jacobs,  Tuesday  Jan.  18,  nice 
show  of  roach  and  dace. — R.  Jacobs. 

Crown  and  Bucbland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerken well-green,  E.G. — We  had 
another  good  show  of  roach  on  Jan.  16  by  Messrs.  Norris 
and  Sherwood.  We  have  a  day's  outing  on  Feb.  6  to 
Walton-on-Thames ;  boundary  from  Sunbury  Weir  to 
Shepperton  Point ;  all  to  start  on  the  morning,  when  we 
fish  for  six  prizes,  three  being  given  by  our  esteemed  host, 
Mr.  W.  Miott,  who  has  also  kindly  invite!  the  members 
to  spend  an  hour  or  so  down  there  with  him,  and  one  who 
will  be  there  is — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Jan.  16  Messrs.  H.  Poore 
and  C.  Pocock,  amongst  several  other  membars  that  were 
out,  succeeded  in  breaking  the  spell,  they  having  a  very 
nice  jack  and  some  fine  roach.  On  Tuesday  there  was  a 
fair  attendance.  Several  items  were  discussed,  amongst 
others  the  proposed  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  It  was 
decided  that  it  should  be  a  Bohemian.  The  auditors, 
Messrs.  A.  Porter  and  H.  Poore,  gave  their  report,  and 
the  balance-sheet  was  accepted.  Members  please  attend 
on  Tuesday  next,  as  there  are  several  prizes  to  be  com- 
peted for,  and  we  wish  to  settle  the  conditions. — S.  Malky. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Mar.in's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Several  members  were  out 
last  week,  but  only  two  showed  fish — Mr.  W.  Ellon,  fifteen 
nice  roach;  and  Mr.  H.  Brock,  nice  dace.  All  members 
kindly  attend  general  meeting  on  26th  inst.  Special 
motions  ;  also  alteration  of  existing  standard  of  sizes. — 
H.  Brock. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  HoUoway  -  road,  N.  —  Several  members  have 
weighed-in  good  shows  of  fish,  amongst  others  being  a 
good  show  of  roach,  101b.,  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Menage  in  the 
Thames.  Matters  of  importance  will  I e  brought  forward 
on  Wednesday  next. — A.  Clayton. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
AU  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Pai-k.  —  On  Jan.  16  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  G.  Jenkins,  81b.  13oz.  of 
parch;  Bedwell,  61b.  9oz.  of  perch  (one  going  lib.  4oz.); 
Barker,  4!b.  9oz.  dace  ;  Collins,  31b.  4oz.  roach. — W. 
Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-road, 
Tottenham.  —  Mr.  Barlow  has  had  some  nice  takes  of 
roach  from  Ware  ;  Mr.  T.  Collier,  chub  from  St.  Mar- 
garet's ;  Mr.  G.  Baynton,  jack  from  Broxbourne ;  Messrs. 
Laynton,  Vic,  and  Dumbleton,  perch,  roach,  and  dace  ; 
Frank  Reed,  roach  and  dace  from  Ware  district.  Mr. 
Holden,  jun.,  had  a  few  jack  from  Burnt  Mill  and  neigh- 
bourhood. Mr.  Reed,  fishing  at  Pangbouriie,  on  the  18th, 
one  jack  72lb.  Our  next  smoking  concert  takes  place  at 
headquarters  on  Feb.  9.  Admission  free  by  ticket. — J.G. 
Dyer. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Our  outing  at  Woking  was  not  a  success, 
the  river  being  in  very  bad  condition  ;  Mr.  Bruce  obtained 
the  first  prize  with  a  nice  show  of  roach,  heaviest  12J^z. 
Mr.  Matthews  was  the  only  other  member  to  weigh-in,'  he 
also  having  a  nice  show  of  roach,  heaviest  14dz.  Pro- 
viding that  we  have  no  rain,  the  river  should  be  in 
good  condition  for  jacking  by  the  week-end. — A.  T. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Ge:rge, 
HUlingdon-street,  Walworth. — A  good  number  of  members 
were  out  in  our  competition  at  Datohet,  and  in  the  evening 
we  had  a  fine  show  of  roach.  All  the  prizes  were  taken. 
Messrs.  _T.  Rosser,  C.  Rosser,  and  W.  Hatch  were  thefirit 
three  winners  in  order  named.  Amongst  the  show  Mr.  T. 
Rosser  had  a  fine  roach  weighing  lib.  6Joz.,  in  fine 
condition.  We  had  a  lively  meeting  on  Wednesday,  and 
some  important  business  was  transacted.  Two  new 
members  were  proposed. — T.  Rosser. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — At  our  meeting  of  19th  inst. 
it  was  resolved  we  have  an  outing  to  Windsor  on  Feb.  6. 
I  should  like  to  see  this  a  very  successful  outins,  as  it  will 
be  the  first  one  we  have  had  on  the  Thames.  Will  members 
who  intend  going  please  let  me  know  ?  Our  show  of  jack 
on  Jan.  16  was  very  poor. — C.  S.  C. 


Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. —  On  tlie 
IGth  inst.  Messrs.  Chapman,  Mitchell,  Verity,  and  Bailey 
had  some  nice  shows  of  roacli,  dace,  and  perch.  On  Tues- 
day Mr.  F.  Bourlet  weighcd-in  lOlb.  of  roach  from  tlie 
Thames,  and  Mr.  Glaister  -ilb. — H.  Lawford. 

Good  Intent  Auglin?  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Mr.  Thompson  brought  in  a 
fine  show  of  roach,  all  good  class  fish  ;  Mr.  Maybury  also 
had  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Fordler  a  nice  jack.  I  hope  all 
members  w.U  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  to  decide  prize 
outing  and  other  important  business. — R.  Mcrphy. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
Mason's  Avenue,  E.C. — At  cur  usual  weekly  meeting  Mr. 
Mark  Davies  occupied  the  chair ;  two  applications  were 
received  for  membership.  The  following  fishing  reports 
were  handed  in  -.  Mr.  R.  Snare,  pike  from  Kelvedon  ; 
Mr.  Fosbrooke,  pike,  roach,  and  perch  from  Surrey ; 
Mr.  Grey,  whiting  from  Brighton;  Mr.  Connellan,  pike 
from  Bur-es ;  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Vaughan,  a  mixed  bag 
of  eex  fish  from  Deal.  I  regi-et  to  record  the  death  of  an 
old  and  respected  member  of  the  society,  Mr.  J.  C.  Arthur, 
who  was  a  good  angler  ani  an  excellent  companion.  A 
very  interesting  discussion  then  took  place,  supplemented 
with  anecdotes,  all  of  which  were  true.  The  usual  votes 
of  thanks  and  toast  concluded  another  very  pleasant 
evening.  Tuesday  next  will  be  the  annual  general 
meeting. — Alex.  Wright. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Ai-ms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich,  S.E. — At  our  annual  general 
meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  and  passing  accounts 
for  the  year  1897,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  : 
G.  H.  Dowsett,  Esq.,  president;  Messrs.  W.  Marshall 
and  J.  B.  Orr,  vice-presidents;  Mr.  Church,  chairman; 
Messrs.  Scoble,  French,  Gorton,  Dupere,  Waok,  Steer, 
Thompson,  and  Windrcd,  committee  ;  Mr.  Waring, 
treasurer;  Mr.  Young,  librarian ;  and  J.  Dry  den,  secre- 
tary. The  following  members  have  been  out,  with 
varying  success:  Mr.  Church,  twelve  jack,  and  one  perch 
IJlb. ;  Mr.  Steer,  dace,  two  dozen.  This  club  is  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition,  having  nearly  seventy  member j,  and 
.£20  in  hand  and  P.O.  Bank. — J.  Dryden. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Mr.  A.  Bagshawhad  a  grand 
show  of  jack,  and  Mr.  Jeffries  had  a  nice  show  of  roach. 
Our  balance-sheet  was  adopted  at  last  meeting. — C. 
Smith. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  N. — The  members 
fished  for  prizes  on  the  16th  inst.  at  Ware;  all  takm,  as 
follows:  First,  8.  Gillett,  perch;  second.  W.  Smith, 
perch;  third,  J.  Huntley,  roach;  fourth.  E.  Harris, 
perch;  fifth,  W.  Bishop,  perch;  sixth,  J.  Wiltshh-e, 
roach.  On  Tuesday,  the  18th,  the  delegate  give  his  report, 
first  gross  weight  prizes  were  selected,  the  quarterly 
balance-sheet  was  pa^3ed.  On  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  25,  on,- 
second  Bohemian  concert  will  tc  held  at  the  above  house. 
The  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  F.  Thorling  (secretary, 
St.  John's),  faced  by  Mr.  E.  Brockett  (secretary.  Original 
Alexandra).  Laliej  cordially  invited.  Chair  taken  at 
8.30.— Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-;n  on 
Jan.  16:  Messrs.  Croker,  roach  and  caee;  Burwash,  roach 
and  dace;  Herbert,  roach;  J.  Haywa"d,  daee  ;  Holder, 
roach  aiil  daee  (heaviest  rcaeh,  lib.  6joz.) ;  T.  Ward, 
reach.  The  match  at  Cookham  is  on  Feb.  6,  not  the  4th 
as  previously  announced.  All  to  go  by  the  8.40  from 
Paddington,  G.W.E.  Members  .should  clear  books  on 
Tuesday  next. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — Only  one  of  the 
prizes  competed  for  on  Jan.  16  was  taken,  Mr.  R.  Hill 
being  the  winner ;  the  remaining  cne,  with  two  added 
prizes,  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Jan.  23,  competitors 
being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  water  (private 
waters  barred).  There  are  also  three  specials  to  be  com- 
peted for  on  Wednesday  nest,  26th  inst.  Same  conditions 
as  the  above. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— We  fished 
our  match  at  Chertsey  on  Jan.  16,  when  Mr.  Cottington 
was  the  only  successful  one.  On  Jan.  23  we  fish  for 
several  prizes  at  Penten  Hook;  usual  conditions.  Our 
visit  on  Monday  proved  a  fair  success,  and  a  most  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent.  On  the  roll  being  called  by  Mr. 
A.  Painter,  eleven  clubs  wei-e  represented. — G.  Edwards. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street,  Pentonville,  N. — On  Jan.  16  the  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs  Bowdrey,  Cook,  Palmer,  and  Bowley, 
roach  and  dace.  I  must  request  meaibers  in  arrears  to 
turn  up  on  Wednesday  next  to  make  themselves  eligible 
for  the  outing  on  .Jan.  .30,  at  Shepperton  ;  all  to  start  on 
the  morning;  time  of  train  next  week. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-iquare. — There  has  been  nothing  to  report  during 
the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  A  few  anglers  turn  out  of 
course,  but  results  are  meagre  Two  of  our  members, 
Messrs.  R.Wilson  and  C.  Waller,  hid  a  fairly  successful 
time  on  the  13tti,  in  the  Dee,  at  Bangor.  Their  total 
take  of  roach  and  dace,  all  in  the  finest  condition,  was 
SJlb.  (heaviest  roach,  Mr.  Wilson,  15oz.  ;  heaviest  dace, 
Mr.  Waller,  9oz.).  At  the  quarterly  meeting  last  week  it 
was  decided  to  have  our  Lintteenth  annual  dinner  at  the 
clubhouse.  Bee  Hot«l,  on  Feb.  24.  The  hon  treasurer's 
account  was  passed  and  adopted,  prizes  for  specimen  fish 
were  presented,  the  routine  business  successfully  got 
through,  and  the  proceedings,  harmonious  throughout, 
brought  to  a  fitting  finish  by  a  hearty  and  unanimous  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  Mr.  Wliittington. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  Whi'  o 
Lion,  FuUbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — The  sport  during  tte 
past  week  has  not  been  so  good  as  the  previous  one,  but  on 
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the  whole  it  has  been  very  fair.  Messrs.  Vines  and 
Bevers  have  been  fortunate  again  in  securing  some  good 
roach,  the  largest  taken  by  Bevers  scaling  lib.  7ioz.,  and 
Vince's  largest  lib.  3|oz.,  taken  on  the  15tli  inst.  Mr.  J. 
Freeman,  jan.,  has  had  some  excellent  sport  in  the  Lang- 
ford  waters  during  the  past  week,  several  of  his  roach 
going  over  lib.  each.  Mr.  Jones,  a  London  angler, 
secured  three  ,iaok,  ou  the  IGth  inst.,  from  the  backwater 
at  Langford.  About  a  dozen  pike  have  been  taken  from 
the  waters  near  Rush's  Lock  and  Ulting  Deeps  by  some 
two  or  three  local  anglers,  the  largest  fish  weighing  91b. 
Messis.  Saudiland,  Ben  Lees,  W.  Woodford,  H.  Mills,  G. 
Chamberlain,  G.  May,  W.  Morgan,  Briggs  Brothers,  S. 
Dungate,  W.  Hunt,  J.  Gomm,  T.  Kenny,  W.  Lloyd,  and 
fev^ral  other  anglers  were  here  on  the  16th  and  17th  init. 
—  F.  Kkkn. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Gi-een-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  the  10th 
inst.  the  following  weighed-in  :  S.  Barrett,  J.  Eaton,  C. 
Lamb,  sen.,  H.  Collins.  On  the  23rd  inst.  boundary 
match  at  Sudbury. — A.  Lewis. 

Nortli  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — Ou  the  9th  Mr.  Pink  had  a  fair  show  of 
roach  ;  Mr.  Cook,  roach.  On  the  10th  the  members  had  a 
match  on  the  Lea  for  five  prizes — four  for  roach,  one  for 
perch  only  ;  the  perch  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  Cook,  the 
other  takes  being  pereh,  not  a  single  roach  being  taken  up 
to  our  standard.  The  four  prizes  will  be  tished  for  on  the 
23i'd,  under  the  same  conditions. — H.  Stretch. 

Olive  Branch  Angling  Society,  Park -lane, 
Tottenliam. — Several  members  of  the  above  society  were 
out  during  the  week,  and  several  fish  were  taken,  one 
being  a  very  fine  specimen  jack. — W.  Franklin. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— On  the  10th  Mr. 
Dulieu  had  a  jack  of  51b.  14oz.  On  the  23rd  we  fish  a 
match  in  the  Stort ;  boundary  from  Burnt  Mill  to  Har- 
low. On  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  25,  the  members  will  attend 
the  concert  at  the  Hoxton  Brothers.  There  will  be  no 
meeting  at  the  Lamb  on  that  evening.  Our  first  monthly 
Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Fund 
is  arranged  to  take  place  ou  Tuesday,  Feb.  15,  and  our 
annual  supper  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  22. — E.  Brockett. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Jan.  10  Mr.  Carr  weighed-in  roach  at.d 
duce  ;  on  Feb.  0  we  fish  for  three  prizes  at  Shiplake. — 
R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — There  was  a  fine 
pike  of  Ifllb.  Joz.  weighed-in  on  Jan.  10  by  Mr.  Haynes. 
I  deeply  regret  to  record  the  death  of  one  of  the  members, 
Mr.  Claydon,  who  joined  the  above  society  twenty-two 
yeai  ago,  and  T\-is  well  known  and  respected  by  the  West 
End  anglers. — W.  B. 

Qtieen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-rcad.— On  Jan.  10  the  following  weighed- 
in  ;  Messrs.  Brett,  G.  Winsby,  J.  Winsby,  sen.,  and  Geo. 
Keene.  Members  are  reminded  that  the  return  visit  to 
the  Cobden  A.S.  takes  place  on  Thursday,  the  27th 
inst.  The  final  arrangements  have  been  made  for  our 
match  at  Cookham,  when  I  hope  to  see  every  member 
present. — Ge<i.  Keene. 

Soyal  Qeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Jan.  10  most  of  our  members 
were  out,  but  only  the  following  weighed-in,  viz.,  Messrs. 
Steptoe,  Pope,  and  Bardot.  Last  meetiBg  night  we  were 
fairly  attended,  and  got  through  a  deal  of  business. — J.  G. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Prince's-road,  Kennington  Cross.  —  On  Jan.  10  our 
members  fished  a  match  at  Staines.  Mr.  Morrell  was 
fit st,  with  a  nice  show  of  perch  ;  Mr.  Every,  second ;  Mr. 
Tuiner,  third;  Mr.  Sands,  fourth.  Mr.  Beale  secured 
the  piize  for  largest  roach.  On  Wednesday  next,  2()tb, 
supper  and  concert;  members  to  be  there  by  8.30.  On 
Feb.  7  we  take  a  combintd  visit  on  the  Central  and 
Anglers'  Association  Lists. — H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — Our  show  of  roach  and 
perch  on  the  10th,  by  Messrs.  Mnsgrave,  Johnson,  and 
Warren,  was  not  quite  up  to  their  usual  standard. 
Members  that  have  not  yet  weighed-in  f6r  the  January 
prizes  had  better  do  so  at  once,  or  they  will  not  find  a 
place. — F.  Thoeling. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Hart,  Stoke 
Newington-road,  N. — At  a  well  attended  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last  it  was  decided  to  have  an  outing  at 
Sonning  on  Feb.  6,  full  particulars  of  which  can  be  had 
next  meeting  night.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  reading 
by  our  esteemed  member,  Mr.  Jeffrey  ("  Straw  Hat  "),  at 
an  eaily  date,  to  be  followed  with  one  by  our  president, 
Mr.  Alfred  Jardine.  We  had  a  nice  show  of  pike  by  Mr. 
Guyver  (five  fish,  321b.),  from  the  Lea.— Chas.  Tilbury. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — For  our  outing  on  Jan.  23, 
at  Sliiplake,  train  leaves  Paddington  9  a.m. — Pelican. 

Sons  of  Neptune  Angling  Society,  Bowling 
Green  House,  North  Quay,  Great  Yarmouth. — The 
annual  meeting  in  connection  with  the  above  society  was 
held  at  the  clubhouse.  North  Quay,  on  Monday  evening. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Bertram,  the  chairman  of  the  society,  presided, 
and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  members  present. 
The  hon.  sec.  gave  his  report,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  club  was  continuing  its  prosperous  career.  There 
had  been  a  decrease  in  the  prize  fund  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  but  this  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  the  .lubilee  had  made  additional  call  3  upon  many  of 
their  supporters'  generosity,  to  the  detrirr.en'-,  of  their 
club  and  to  many  other  similar  societies.  Tkis,  of  course, 
could  not  be  helped,  but  if  the  members  put  their  shoulders 
to  the  wheel  he  had  no  fear  for  the  prize  fund  for  1898. 
During  the  past  year  they  had  held  seven  matches — four 
fresh  and  three  salt  water — which  had  bsen  held  at  the 
Sportsman's  Arms,  Ormesby  (2),  Bel's  Foot,  Ormesby, 


Fritton  and  Breydon  (3).  An  average  of  just  over  twenty- 
six  competitors  attended  these  matches— a  very  gratifying 
result , seeing  the  numerous  other  attractions  during  the  year. 
The  challenge  cup  had  been  won  by  Mr.  J.  Harris  twice, 
and  Messrs.  F.  Downing  and  G.  H.  Taylor  once  each. 
Although  they  had  received  but  £11  7s.  value  in  prizes, 
in  cash  and  kind — a  decrease  on  last  year— yet  they 
were  able,  with  the  assistance  of  their  own  funds,  to 
present  prizes  to  the  value  of  over  £22  to  the  successful 
competitors.  The  membership  was  about  the  same  as 
last  year,  namely,  130.  The  election  of  officers  resulted  as 
follows  :  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  S.  Bartram  ;  vice-chairman, 
Mr.  S.  Mobbs ;  treasurer,  Mr.  John  Harris ;  hon. 
secretary^  Mr.  E.  W.  Buckle;  auditors,  Messrs  H.  J. 
Lacey  and  R.  Bammant;  general  committee,  Messrs. 
J.  S.  Bartram,  A.  Sadler,  R.  Bowlett,  R.  Bammant, 
S.  Mobbs,  A.  Bensley,  E.  Plummer,  W.  Greenacre,  and 
W.  Budds ;  argling  committee,  Messrs.  G.  H.  Taylor, 
J.  S.  Bartram,  F.  Atkins,  G.  Thompson,  S.  Layton, 
R,  Bammant,  S.  Mobbs,  H.  J.  Lacey,  and  G.  Himpleman. 
— E.  W.  Buckle. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  goes  to  the  Battersea 
Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham 
Junction,  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  25.  I  should  like  to_  see  a 
good  muster  on  this  occasion,  it  being  their  first  visit  on 
this  list.  One  minute  from  Clapham  Junction  Station. — 
Alf  Painter. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Strat- 
ford New  Town,  E. — Will  members  please  note  that  the 
match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  will  take  place  on  Jan.  23  ;  all 
to  leave  Stratford  on  the  morning.  Messrs.  J.  Grande 
and  T.  Sandilands  weighed-in  roach  on  the  16th. —  G.  F. 
Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— On  the  18th  inst.  we  had  a 
very  large  muster  of  members.  It  was  arranged  to  have  a 
competition  ou  Feb.  6,  name  of  place  and  conditions  to 
be  arranged  next  weel;.  There  are  still  three  prizes  left 
in  the  Windsor  competition,  Messrs.  J.  Harwood  and  E. 
Jennings  securing  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  prizes  respec- 
tively with  roach  and  a  gudgeon  of  2^oz.  The  prizes  won 
in  the  Christmas  competition  at  Windsor  will  be  distri- 
buted'on  Thursday,  Feb.  3,  when  a  grand  smoking  concert 
has  been  arranged. — E.  Jennings. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Daptford. — Several  members  of  the 
above  fished  a  pegged-down  ma* eh  at  Taplow  on  Jan.  10. 
Messrs.  H.  Wanstall,  first  ;  C.  Freak,  second  ;  J.Turner, 
third  ;  E.  Skeates,  fourth.  R.  Beeson  weighed-in  perch  ; 
J.  Steev,  dace.  The  next  match  will  be  fished  in  February, 
inthe  Lea.— H.  Tvler. 

Victoria  Angling  Society,  Victoria  Inn,  Victoria- 
street,  Blackpool.— At  the  last  general  meeting  of  this 
society,  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month,  Mr.  W. 
Turner,  the  secretary,  gave  a  lecture  on  pike  fishing  to 
members  of  the  club  and  friends.  The  novelty  of  the 
eveijing  was  an  exhibition  of  live  liiiting,  both  for  snapand 
gorge  fishing,  the  lecturer  having  a  large  glass  tank  on  the 
table  filled  with  water,  and  the  baits  swimming  about  baited 
with  various  kinds  of  tackle  just  as  they  would  be  if  in  a 
pond  or  lake.  The  patterns  of  tackle  shown  were  all  the 
design  of  the  lecturer,  and  made  by  himself,  and  it  was 
shown  in  a  simple  manner  how  a  live  bait  can  be  put  on 
without  feeling  the  prick  of  a  hook,  and  can  be  taken  off 
again  after  having  been  in  the  water  a  day,  and  none  the 
worse.  As  the  lecturer  said,  the  chief  object  was  to  keep 
baits  lively  and  long  lived  when  baited,  also  at  the  same 
time  to  be  sure  as  soon  as  the  bait  is  taken  that  the  pike 
has  the  hooks  in  his  mouth,  and  can  be  struck  as  soon  as 
the  float  goes  un^er  the  water.  A  very  pleasant  evening 
was  spent,  and  the  meeting  concluded  with  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  secretary  for  his  very  instructive  lecture. 

Walham  Gtreeu  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull.  Fulham-road,  8. W.  —  On  Jan.  16  Mr.  J. 
Brixey  weighed-in  jack.  All  members  intending  to  take 
part  in  our  supper  outing  and  sweepstake  at  Cookham,  on 
Feb.  6,  are  requested  to  give  in  their  names  by  Feb.  3, 
the  latest.  Friends  allowed.  Our  meetings  having  been 
so  badly  attended  since  Christmas,  we  have  a  lot  of 
business  standing  over,  so  I  must  request  members  to 
turn  up  in  force  next  Wednesday.— F.  E.  Haydon. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society. 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.  —  On  Feb.  0 
we  have  an  outing  for  special  prizes  ;  from  Fish  and 
Eels  to  St.  Margaret's  Bridge.  Show  fish  at  Rye  House 
at  six  o'clock. — H.  Wigg. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
Result  of  last  Sunday's  competition  :  Messrs.  C.  Pearson, 
first;  J.  H.  Risdon,  second ;  and  A.  Piolaine,  third. 
Mr  Pearson  had  a  nice  roach  of  l^lb.  amongst  his  fish. 
Another  outing  will  be  arrat  ged  on  Wednesday  next. — 
W.  Wray. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham.— Good  s[,ort  has  been 
obtained  by  Mr.  E.  Anderson,  who,  at  Staines,  landed  a 
fine  lot  of  roach,  largest  lib.  9oz.,  and  gross  weight  91b. 
P.  H.  Sparling  (president)  had  some  very  fine  perch,  and 
a  small  jack.  Our  tripe  supper  takes  place  on  the  20th 
inst.— E.  Haynes. 


Startlino  News  is  daily  coming  to  band  of  sad  accidents, 
muiders  and  minor  criminal  offences,  but  it  is  astonishing  tbat 
thousands  of  people  die  in  our  midst  every  week,  and  no  notice 
is  taken  of  the  fact.  Yet  such  a  terrible  calamity  could  b3 
prevented  if  more  stringent  attention  was  paid  to  the  laws  of 
bcalth.  If  people  would  only  deal  seriously  with  slight  ailments 
they  would  not  develop  into  fatal  diseases.  There  are  thousands 
of  persons  killed  yearly  simply  through  neglect.  Ho'loway  s  Pills 
and  Ointment  can  prevent  as  well  as  cure  disease,  and  if  they 
were  used  according  to  directions,  there  would  soon  be  a  decrease 
in  the  death  rate.  They  can  be  obtained  from  all  chemists  and 
medicine  vendors. 


West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Since  my  last  repoi-t 
the  following  membeis  weifh  d-in  :  Mr.  Kettmus,  jack; 
Mr.  P.  Homer,  jack  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Swadling,  jack  ;  Mr., 
Hunt,  roach;  Mr.  J.  Newton,  roach;  Mr.  Pethurst, 
jack.  I  wish  to  r-emind  our  members  that  it  is  our 
monthly  meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  26. — R. 

LOWTHER. 

West  Newington  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, . 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  S.E.  —  Our  monthly 
competition  takes  place  on  the  30th  inst.,  and  a  "  rover  " 
has  been  arranged. .  All  intending  to  take  part  in  same, 
please  see  that  they  make  themseives  eligible  by  being 
clear  of  the  books. — G.  F.  Montgomery. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  170,  Hartfield- 
road,  Wimbledon. — Next  Thursday,  the  27th  inst.,  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rolt  will  read  a  paper  on  "Pike  Fishing"  before 
the  members  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel.  A  smoking  concert 
will  be  held  at  the  close  of  the  lecture.  All  anglers  are 
cordially  invited.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  G.  J. 
Wheeler,  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  Mr.  Howden  has  weighed-in 
dace  and  roach,  and  the  hon.  treasurer,  chub.  The  next 
outing  will  be  on  Jan.  23,  on  club  water  ;  usual  train, 
prizes,  and  conditions.  The  first  six  in  the  silver  cup 
compstition  are  now  Messrs.  C.  Floris,  S.  Thain,  D. 
Kelly,  J.  Purmage,  H.  A.  Rolt,  and  S.  Peskett.— Hon. 
Sec. 

Woolwich  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead, — Some  members 
have  been  out  lately,  but  have  had  very  indifferent 
catches,  the  best  being  weighed-in  by  Mr.  F.  Ingram, 
roach,  131b.  IJoz.  ;  Mr.  W.  G.  Northam,  roach, 
121b.  7|oz. ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Jeffs.  jack,_21b.  3oz.  The  next 
contest  for  the  Plumstead  and  Woolwich  challenge  cup  is 
decided  for  Windsor  on  30th  inst  ;  6.40  a.m.  train  up; 
weigh-in  at  King's  Arms,  Windsor,  from  4.15  to  4. .30  p.m. ; 
returning  by  6  p.m.  train  from  Windsor.  Clubs  taking 
part:  Woolwich  Brothers' A.S.,  Woolwich  InvictaA.S., 
and  United  Old  Friends'  A.S.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster. — P.  Smith. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterheach,  Cambridge).— 

Ten  minutes'  walk  from  the  Waterbeacli  Statir  n  to  Green 
Man  Inn.  Very  comfortable  accommodation  for  anglers. 
All  free  wa'er.  During  the  week  we  have  had  sonie  very 
fair  takes  of  roach,  several  up  to  lib.  each.  There  are 
now  plenty  of  good  swims  round  the  locks,  .some  baitf  d 
ones,  as  the  reach  have  now  got  to  the  various  holes 
round  the  lochs.  Anglers  do  not  want  to  lose  time  in 
runnin,^■  about  for  a  sood  swim,  especially  if  they  ask  the 
landlord  at  the  inn  or  the  lock-keeper.  Paste  aiid  boiled 
wheat  for  lait,  biandling  worms  for  dace  and  perch.  T'ike 
have  been  running  well  this  week,  but  small  at  present, 
several  having  fallen  to  one  rod  a  day.  We  only  require  a 
good  lot  of  rain  to  fetch  larger  pike  up  to  this  spot.  The 
river  is  in  splendid  trim  for  all-round  fishing,  for  spinning 
as  well.  Plenty  of  live  bait  to  be  had  of  the  lock-keeper, 
alro  at  the  inn,  at  most  re a,3onable  price.  G.E.R.  trains 
are  very  convenient  for  this  place.  Boats  with  attendance 
can  be  had  if  required.  Bank  angling  easy  and  clean,  free 
from  any  obstructions.  Time  of  writing,  springlike 
weather,  with  S.W.  wind.— John  O'Gborge. 

Coquet  (Felton,  Acklington).— The  river  Coquet 
is  now  in  excellent  condi'ion  for  salmon  fishing,  which 
opens  on  Feb.  1.— T.  Read. 

Lea — The  river  continues  in  fair  order,  and  the 
weather  has  also  favoured  anglers!  No  heavy  baskets  of 
fish  are,  however,  reported.  Pike  up  to  91b.  have  been 
landed  in  the  upper  waters,  and  roach,  dace,  and  perch 
have  been  caught.  Looking  at  the  conditions  prevailing, 
the  roach  ought  to  have  fed  much  better,  and  many 
anglers  have  been  disappointed.  As  far  as  I  can  hear, 
little  sport  has  been  met  with  in  the  tributary  Stort. 
Since  my  last  report  a  man  living  at  Hertford  has  been 
fined  £2,  including  costs,  f  jr  taking  and  retaining  an  out 
of  season  trout  from  the  Beane. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon,  Bam  Hotel).— The  river 
is  in  good  condition,  and  some  more  good  bags  have  been 
taken.  Mr.  R.  G.  Tomlin,  22,  Lonsdale-road,  New 
Wanstead,  London,  caught,  on  Jan.  20,  37Ib.  weight  of 
pike,  and  one  of  them  weighed  121b.  exactly  ;  and 
another  London  gentleman  had  some  good  fish  on  Jan.  15 
and  Jan.  10.    Every  prospect  of  more  good  sport. — Isaac 

ROLPH. 

Penzance. — The  sport  of  amateur  sea  angling  is 
simply  confined  to  the  capture  of  young  cole  "  fish, 
which  are  \ery  abundant  just  now  alongside  the  north 
pier  (Newlyn). 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  are  having  good  sport 
with  rod  and  "throw  out  line."  Billet  and  par  (young 
billet)  are  fairly  plentiful,  and  good  takes  of  plaice  are 
being  made,  with  an  occasional  "handbut"  (small  halli- 
but).  Mussells  are  the  best  bait  for  billet,  and  sand 
worms  for  flat  fish. — H. 

Stour  (Bures,  SuflFolk).— The  water  is  still  in  good 
condition  for  angling— if  anything,  cnthe  clear  side.  Fish 
are  feeding  very  shyly,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  any  good 
catches  during  the  week.  What  is  wanted  for  this  river 
is  a  swinging  flood  and  some  colder  weather. — W.  T. 
Bainbridge. 

CLUBS. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  The  usual  monthly  dele- 
gate meeting  of  this  associtition  has  been  held  this  week, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  at  the 
Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell.  Thirty-six  clubs  were  re- 
presented, and  after  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  had 
been  read  and  confirmed,  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society, 
consisting  of  100  members,  was  enrolled,  Messrs.  J.  K, 
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Eichardson  and  H.  G.  Hankins  attending  as  delegates.  A 
letter  was  also  read  from  that  club,  complimenting  the 
association  on  its  good  re-stocking  work.  It  was  reported 
that  some  gas  lima  water,  which  hid  been  pumped  into  a 
ditch,  had  t'ouad  its  way  into  the  Stort,  one  of  the  tribu- 
taries ct  the  Lei,  aud  Mr.  K.  Ghurney  (secretary) 
announced  that  the  conservators  of  the  latter  river  were 
making  every  inquiry  into  the  matter.  Mr.  J.  B.  Clos6,  as 
repressnting  the  Gresbana  Angling  Society,  complained  of 
London  anglers  poaching  the  club's  private  water  at 
Kelved.n,  and  said  that  they  should  eventually  be  com- 
pelled to  make  an  example  of  some  of  the 
offenders.  The  chairman  remarked  that  so  far  as 
the  association  was  concerned,  they  did  not  issue 
privilege  tickets  to  anglers  who  were  calculated  to  bring 
discredit  upon  the  assoc-iition.  If  they  misbehaved  them 
selves  in  any  way,  the  association  had  a  very  strong  hold 
on  them,  as  they  had  the  power  of  suspending  them  or 
stopping  their  privilege  ticket  altogether.  He  was  sure 
the  delegates  would  not  wish  any  trespassing  to  take 
pla3e.  It  was  a  disgraceful  thing  that  certain  anglers  did 
not  respect  the  rights  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society, 
and  if  they  brought  any  membsr  of  the  association  before 
them  for  poaching  he  would  be  severely  dealt  with.  Mr. 
Close  said  anglers  had  been  frequently  warned,  but  now 
they  would  bs  compelled  to  take  action  to  maintain  their 
rights.  The  meeting  voted  £1  Is.  towards  the  Thames 
River  Keepers'  dinner  about  to  be  held  in  London.  A 
letter  was  read  from  the  Lea  Conservancy  with,  reference 
to  the  bait-catching  regulations  drawn  up  by  the  associa- 
tion, which  the  Conservancy  had  adopted.  The  visiting 
officers  (Messrs.  Planning,  Painter,  Franklin,  and  Abra- 
haiji)  having  given  in  their  reports,  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chiirmm  closed  the  meeting. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-sqtiare,  Finsbury.  —  We  had  a  good 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  some  impjrtant  busicess  being 
transacted.  We  decided  to  send  2s.  Gd.  to  the  River 
Keepers'  Dinner  Fund,  and  hope  other  societies  will  send 
their  mite  for  such  a  gocd  cause.  Will  members  please 
attend  nest  Wednesday. — S.  Hayxes. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.  —  Mr.  J.  Smith  weighed-in 
20|lb.  of  good  roach  on  the  16th  ;  and  on  the  20th  Mr. 
G.  H.  Shepherd  weighed-in  321b.  of  roach  and  chub,  from 
the  Thames.  The  competition  for  the  January  series  of 
prizes  wiil  take  place  on  the  30th,  and  all  members  are 
particularly  requested  to  attend  on  Thursday  next. — Alf 
Co  XX. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W. — Our  prize  outing  was 
a  succe  s,  aU  the  prizes  being  taken.  Mr.  Hockings,  first, 
with  roach ;  Mr.  Glo^ter,  second,  chub  and  roach;  and 
Mr.  WaUis,  third,  roach.  The  balance-sheet  has  been 
audited  and  passed,  and  shows  the  club  to  be  in  a  sound 
condition.  Members  please  attend  nest  Tuesday  to 
arrange  further  prize  outing. — S.  Violet. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— 
Messrs.  E.  Bastsr,  A.  Twyman,  T.  Twjmin,  F-  Hannabns, 
and  J.  Reddel  weighed-in  roach.  On  the  17th,  G.  Percival 
weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach,  311b.,  from  the  Thames. 
I  hope  members  will  not  forget  our  return  visit  on  Thurs- 
day next,  Jan.  27.— T.  Twy.m.\x. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — On  Jan.  16  several  members 
were  out,  when  the  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  J. 
Bailey,  jack  and  roach ;  Crcsthwaite,  two  jack.  Mr. 
J.  Bailey  winning  Mr.  P.  Juchan's  prize. — Phil. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
bonme-road.— On  Jan.  16  we  fished  a  match  at  Windsor. 
Sport  was  very  poor,  but  the  prizes  were  all  taken  in  the 
following  order :  Messrs.  Eeddingtou,  jun. ,  first ; 
Thorling,  second;  F.  Gdes  and  Redd  ngton,  tie  for  third 
and  fourth ;  and  Bence,  fifth.  A  committee  meeting  is 
called  for  Wednesday  nest. — A.  Ide. 

Ricliuiond  Angling  Society,  the  Tulip  Tree  Inn, 
Richmond.— Mr.  G.  Rosser,  on  Jan.  16,  at  Richmond, 
had  a  fine  show  of  roach  and  dace,  weighing  131b.  3oz. ; 
J.  Archer,  lllb. ;  A.  G.  Clipham,  91b.  9oz.  ;  and  F. 
Glasgow,  8lb.  121b.  Clapham  and  Glasgow  did  not 
start  fishing  till  one  o'clock. — A.  G.  C. 

Bioyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow. — We  fished  for  eight  prizes,  and  the 
following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  J.  Payne,  chub,  first : 
W.  Tissaw,a  perch,  second.  The  remaining  prizes  left 
over  to  be  fished  for  Jan.  23,  where  the  members  like  ; 
same  conditions  as  before. — F.  Pignatelli. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— A  few  of 
our  members  went  out,  with  the  following  results  :  On 
Jan.  7.  Messrs.  C.  Smith,  Jan.,  roach,  21b.  2oz.  :  W. 
Aldis,  jack,  21b.  7oz.  ;  T.  Petrie,  roach,  2lb.  lOoz.'  On 
Jan.  16,  W.  Roach,  roach,  lib.  4oz. ;  V7.  Aldis,  jack, 
2lb.  13oz. ;  T.  Petrie,  roach,  71b.  6oz. ;  and  T.  Arrigonie, 
chub,  7oz.  Our  next  outing  wiU  take  place  on  Feb.  13,  at 
.Shiplake,  from  the  bank  ;  usual  conditions. — W.  Aldis. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney.— On  Jan.  16  the  following  weighed-in  ; 
Messrs.  W.  Woodford,  roach  and  perch;  W.  Morgan, 
roach  ;  C.  Ehren,  parch.  We  made  another  new  working 
member  last  week. — W.  Woodford. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Jan.  16  ISIr.  Austin  weighed-in  roach.  Mr.  F.  Stocker 
also  weighed-in  some  nice  roach  from  Amberley.  On 
Jan.  .31  we  have  a  concert  on  behUf  of  t'ae  T.A.P.S.  ; 
ladies  invited.  I  hope  all  who  rallied  round  us  last  season 
tor  the  same  cause  will  support  us  on  this  occasion. — T. 

AVSTIX. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W.— Uur  match  in  the  Lea  on  Jan.  16 
turned  out  a  blank,  but  Mr.  Pope  had  a  show  of  roach  and 
dace  from  Windsor,  also  a  jack  of  lO^lb.— S.  H. 


A  NEW  ATTRACTION. 
By  the  time  the  two-year-old  trout  become  fish  worthy 
even  of  the  most  ambitious  of  the  members  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  a  new  attraction  in  the  form  of  a  race- 
course on  Squire  Basendale's  Greenham  Lodge  estate, 
hard  by  the  association's  water,  will  be  about  fit  for  use. 
Even  the  gentlest  among  the  trout  spinners  (for  the 
Kennet  peat-stiined  fish  are  not  free  risers  to  the  fly) 
might  wonder  what  the  roar  along  the  valley  and 
up  the  sides  of  its  basin  meant,  when  a  Kingsclere 
or  a  Lamboume-trained  horse  has  upset  a  "  dead 
certainty"  from  Xewmarket  for  the  Xewbury  Grand 
Prize.  Even  the  father  of  anglers  when,  having  filled 
his  creel  with  fish,  aud  met  the  young  dairymaid, 
and  possibly  her  mother,  thought  that  a  song  from 
the  former  was  in  accordance  with  the  fitness  of  the 
occasion,  and  a  small  return  for  the  gift  of  a  brace  of  fish. 
Squire  Basendale  (of  "Pickfords")  has  done  what  few 
rich  landowners  would  have  done,  namely,  acceded  to  the 
request  of  the  Dukes  of  Westminster  and  Portland  and  the 
Earl  of  Rosebery,  among  others  who  race  for  sport,  and 
consented  to  devote  a  considerable  stretch  of  the  "flat" 
portion  of  his  estate  for  what  will  be  called  the  Xewbury 
Races,  about  opposite  to  the  Ham  Mills  water  and  Squire 
TuU's,  below  Bull's  Lock  ;  so.  in  the  event  of  poor  sport, 
or  as  varying  the  sime,  it  will  be,  by  and  bye,  but  a  short 
walk  to  witness  the  new  attraction.  The  old  Berkshire 
borough  has,  in  fact,  been  made  an  important  railway 
centre  since  the  Great  Western  Company  has  doubled  the 
line  and  run  "through  trains"  to  Cornwall,  and  a 
"  light  "  railway  will  be  shortly  opened  from  Lambounie  to 
Newbury — a  boon  to  fly  fishers  renting  water  in  the  upper 
or  middle  reaches  of  the  trout  water.  W.  Fry. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent 
Agents,  55  and  50,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  with 
whom  we  have  made   arrangements  that   all  inquiries 
relating  to  patents,   designs,  and   trade  marks  will  be 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers : 
Applicatiox. 
ISl".    W.  H.  Thickett,  of  Park-street,  Grimsby,  for 
improvements  in  appliances  for  spreading  the 
nets  of  trawling  vessels  and  the  like. 
Complete  Specificatioxs  Accepted. 
3865.    Smith.    Method  of  net  and  other  attachments 
to  otter  boards. 
28,659.    Kay.    Xet  spreaders  for  trawl  fishing. 

Patext  Illustrated. 
19,100.    Fishing  Patentee  :  S.  AUcock,  Standard  Works, 
Redditch.    Fly  books,  t'tc.    These  are  made 
with  leaves  of  chamois  or  washleather  for  gut 
tackle. 


This  (Sunday)  eveaing  has  bjen  a  pleasant  and  enjoyable 
one.  Seated  at  home  in  my  old  arm  chair,  with  my  pip3 , 
and  (Eh  !  what?  you  hare  guessed  wrong  again),  I  have 
heard  "the  woodpecker  tapping,"  with  a  Bank  Holiday 
crowd  I  have  explored  the  wild  beauties  of  Hampstead 
Heath,  and  gazed  with  open-eyed  astonishment  at  "the 
masculine-feminine-gender  girl  who  was  born  with  a  most 
beautiful  cranium  orifice ' '  (a  curious  wild  fowl  this)  ;  I 
have  heard  the  rhythmical  beat  of  the  surf  cu  the  beach 
at  Lowestoft,  and  watched  the  ever-weloome  rise  of  the 
May  Fly  on  the  Itchen  and  the  Test ;  I  have  got  wet 
through  in  a  drive  across  Esmoor  ;  and,  in  the  good  com- 
pany of  Piscator  Major,  have  caught  a  Ijrace  of  grayling 
with  that  "  delusive  deception,"  the  Red  Tag. 

 >  »  «  *  <  

But  a  truce  to  conundrums.  The  fact  is  I  was  reading 
an  altogether  delightfal  book  "  On  a  Sunshine  Holyday." 
by  the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  (Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and 
Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-lane,  price  Is.  6d.) — 
though  why  he  should  call  himself  "  Amateur  "  is  one  of 
those  things  which,  as  Lord  Dundreary  hsa  it,  ''  JTo  fellah 
can  understand."  That  he  cotild  give  some  of  us  fishermen, 
who  fancy  ourselves  a  bit,  a  long  start  and  a  beating  in  an 
angling  contest  is  pretty  certain.  Be  that  as  it  may,  this 
dainty  little  volume  bears  internal  evidence  of  being  a 
labour  of  love  to  its  author,  the  record  of  the  impressions 
of  a  keen  and  cultivated  observer  of  nature  strung  together 
with  a  descriptive  power  altogether  uncommon,  and  yet 
in  such  a  pleasant,  chatty  manner  that,  willy-nilly,  the 
reader  is  bound  to  share  the  writer's  enthusiasm. 


There  is  one  and  only  one  sentence  in  the  volume  which 
causes  regret.  In  the  dedication  to  his  grand-daughter, 
Dorothy,  the  author  announces  this  book  as  his  last. 
There  is  a  Spanish  proverb  which  says,  "A  wise  man 
changes  his  mind  sometimes ;  a  fool  never ; "  and 
although,  of  course,  it  is  not  for  ''  D_ragnet  "  to  dictate  to 
him,  there  is  still  room  for  hope  that,  when  the  advent  of 
spring  shall  have  started  him  overhauling  his  favourite 
flies,  and  rods,  and  waders,  the  old  enthusiasm  of  the 
"A.  A."  will  be  again  awakened,  and,  with  that 
awakening,  the  decision  above  referred  to  will  be  re- 
considered. Perhaps  if  Miss  Dorothy  reads  these  lines  she 
will  use  her  undoubted  influence  in  this  direction. 


No  one  wUl  read  this  book  without  hoping  that  there 
are  reserved  for  its  genial  author  many  more  'Days  in 
Clover  ;  "  that  his  next  outing  "  On  a  Sunshine^Holyday  " 
will  take  him  through  "  Fresh  Woods  aud  Pastures  New," 
"By  Meadow  and  Stream,"  exterminating  "  Vipers"  and 


admiring  "  Woodpeckers."  That  if  he  should  be  unable 
to  go  "  Round  about  Lowestoft,"  then  he  will  find  f.'esh 
interest  and  beauty  on  "  Hampitead  Heath  on  a  Bank 
Holiday;"  that  another  exci  rsion  '  ■  May  Fly-^Bhing  on 
the  Itchen,"  or  "  A  Few  Days  in  Dovedale  "  luay  [irovide 
him  with  fresh  matter  with  which  to  deligbt  us  ; 
that  the  "Prose  of  Fly-fishing,"  which  in  his 
loving  hands  becomes  poetry,  will  not  so  engross 
his  attention  that  he  will  have  no  tims  to  watch  "  Anim  Is 
at  Work  and  at  Play"  "On  the  JKdge  of  Exmoor"  or 
"  The  Doone  Valley,"  or  prevent  his  sparing  time  to  tell 
us  more  about  "  Familiar  Wild  Flowers  "  or  "  Unfamiliar 
Wild  Birds."  And  while  wishing  tha  author  all  these  and 
many  more  pleasures,  perhaps  it  may  not  be  out  of  place 
to  express  again  the  hope — a  selfish  one,  if  you  like— that 
he  will  alter  his  mind,  take  up  his  pen,  and  let  us  all  share 
with  him,  through  the  mtdiam  of  another  bo:k,  the 
pleasures  of  his  future  holidays.  One  word  more,  those 
who  want  the  book  (and,  of  course,  everybody  will)  should 
order  it  at  once  ;  it  is  going  like  "  hot  cakes." 

At  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Nottiog  Hill 
Gate,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Allason  United  Brothers 
A.S.,  a  concert  will  be  held  on  Jan.  31,  in  aid  of  a  gentle- 
man who  has  always  rendered  jcoman  sei'vices  in  aid  of 
any  deserving  cause.  He  is  new  in  want  of  assistance. 
"Ben"  Abrahams  hopes  to  see  as  many  friends  pr'sent 
as  possible. 

The  amount  paid  over  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  as  the  result  of  the  October  competition  at 
Windsor  amounts  to  ^627  lOs.  lOJd.  "Ben,'  who 
engineered  the  event,  begs  to  thank  prize  donors  and  all 
others  who  helped  to  augment  the  funds  of  so  deserving  a 
society.  [I  shall  not  forgive  Ben,  for  he  omitted  to  send 
me  a  "  baby"  bottle  of  "  three  stars. 

Fly  fishing  is  the  motto  suggested  by  east  w'nd  and 
snow.  Flies  cannot  be  ciught  indoors,  bee luse  they  are 
out  of  season  ;  sj  nothing  remains  for  the  enthusiastic 
fisherman  but  to  make  flies  beside  a  comfortable  tire, 
where  "netting"  miy  also  be  pursued,  if  not  too  un- 
dignified an  amusement. 


H.R.H.  The  Prixce  of  Wales,  K.G.,  wiil  be  an 
exhibitor  at  the  forthcoming  Yachting  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium.  The  Yachting 
Exhibition  will  opea  on  the  1st  proximo,  and  is  the  first  of 
a  long  series  of  exhibitions  to  be  held  at  the  Aquarium 
during  the  year.  The  Marquis  of  Lorne  has  accepted  a 
seat  on  the  executive  of  the  Art  Metal  Exhibition  to  be 
held  in  May.  Nest  week  will  be  devoted  to  preparations 
for  the  Yachting,  w'oich  will  include  two  new  and 
interesting  sections.  Bicycle  polo  wiU  be  played  from 
Monday  nest. 

 >  ♦  >  ♦  <  

I  HEAR  from  J.  Richardson,  of  111,  Judd-street,  that  a 
pike  of  171b.  has  just  been  taken  from  Potter  Heiglam 
Sounds,  Norfolk,  by  Mr.  E.  Bonning  (brother  to  the  Mr. 
W.  Bonning  of  Friday-street,  London),  whose  capture  of 
close  on  80lb.  of  pike  in  one  day — unattended — largest 
29lb.,  was  recorded  in  the  Fishing  Ga::ctte  of  Jan.  15. 
The  whole  of  the  fish,  with  the  exceptioa  of  the 
29-pounder  (which  was  taken  with  a  goldfish),  were 
captured  with  Thames  dace. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

Mr.  Jeffery  (Serapis  A.S.)  and  Mr.  Dix  took  six 
roach  over  lib.  up  the  Thames,  largest  lib.  4|oz.  The 
former,  on  Wednesday  last,  had  lllb.  of  dace  trom  the 
Mole,  the  largest  lOoz. 


At  the  Town  Hall,  Downham  Market,  on  Friday, 
Jan.  28,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternojn,  the  tight  of  rod 
fishing  in  the  river  Ouse,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  from 
Feb.  1,  1898,  is  to  be  let  by  auction,  by  Charles  Hawkins. 
Particulars  :  The  fishing  extends  about  2|  miles  2  chains 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  3  miles  7J  chains  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river,  as  follows  :  Half  water  on  west  side 
from  Chain  House  to  Brandon  Creek ;  both  sides  of  the 
river  from  Brandon  Creek  to  opposite  Carter's  Farm  : 
half  water  on  east  side  from  Carter's  Farm  to  Modney 
Drove. 

It  was  rather  early  in  the  morning  (6.30  a.m  )  to  be 
about  this  time  of  year  for  the  purpose  of  distribating 
trout  in  the  river,  but  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Windsor  and  Eton  AngHcg  Preservation  Society 
are  too  enthusiastic  and  hard  working  to  let  dirk- 
neas  or  a  chilly  atmosphere  damp  their  enthusiasm. 
When  it  is  considered  that  the  most  likely  to  capture 
these  (London  anglers)  are  reposing  cosily,  and 
perhaps  between  the  sheets,  thanks  are  due  to  the 
energetic  vice-chairman  (Mr.  Cecil  Hewlett,  of  Eton)  for 
turning  out  with  the  fisherman  Btmce,  of  Windsor,  to 
receive  and  distribute  the  1000  Lvvenensis  yearlings,  up 
to  oin.  in  length ,  which  stood  their  journey  well  from  the 
Howietoun  Fishery,  Stirling,  arriving  on  the  14th  inst.  in 
excellent  condition,  not  one  being  dead.  They  were  at 
once  transferred  to  the  well  of  the  fisherman's  punt  and 
taken  to  Boveney  Weir,  being  distributed  iti  most 
promising  spots  from  this  point  to  the  Winlsor  Weir 
stream.  An  unusual  number  of  trout  have  been  seen 
during  the  past  spawning,  and  with  the  above  fine  lot  of 
fish  prcspecta  for  the  future  of  Thames  trocting  look 
just  now  very  rosy. 

A  district  fresh  to  English  holiday  makers,  and  reached 
as  easily  as  the  Ardennes,  will  be  opened  up  in  "  New 
Walks  by  the  Rhine,"  by  Percy  Lindley,  whose  "  Walks 
in  the  Ardennes  "  and  "  Walks  in  Holland  "  did  so  much 
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to  popularise  uew  Belgian  aud  Dutcb  touring  grounds. 
Starting  fi-om  the  Rhine  mouth  at  the  Hook  of  Holland, 
"  New  Walks  by  the  Rhine  "  will  cover  the  picturesque 
weeded  and  rooky  side  valleys  of  Rhineland,  from  the 
Abrtbal,  near  Cologne,  to  the  Neckarthal  and  the  "  Blue 
Alsatian  Mountains  "  of  the  Vosges  ;  and  will  include  the 
districts  of  the  Taunus,  Eifel,  Odenwald,  Hunsruck,  and 
the  Palatinate.  Living  is  said  to  be  as  inexpensive  in  some 
of  these  districts  as  in  the  Ardennes.  Mr.  J.  F.  Weedon 
will  supply  the  illustrations. 

 >»»■»<  

No  greater  praise  can  be  given  to  the  fourth  volume  of 
The  Navy  and  Aymij  III ii strafed  than  to  mention  the 
simple  fact  that  it  is  no  whit  behind  its  predecessors, 
either  in  attractiveness  or  the  high  qualities,  literary  and 
artistic,  of  its  contents.  The  p:ctoriaI  record  it  contains 
of  typical  war  vessels  of  the  reign  gives  an  idea  which  no 
verbal  description  could  convey  of  the  changes  which  have 
come  over  naval  warfare  since  the  Queen  came  to  the 
throne.  The  portraits  of  the  leaders  of  our  soldiers  and 
sailors,  whose  names  are  household  words,  add  much  to 
the  value,  present  and  future,  of  the  book  ;  while  pictures 
of  Jack  and  Tommy,  and  Joe  the  Marine,  ashore  and 
afloat,  at  work  and  at  play  ;  an  excellent  account  of  Nelson 
and  his  work,  and  other  good  things  too  numerous  to 
mention,  combine  to  make  up  a  volume  which,  from  cover 
to  cover,  does  not  contain  a  dull  or  uninteresting  page. 

llEt'ENT  remarks  in  these  columns  on  the  state  of  the 
Tyue  and  Thames  have  drawn  from  Mr.  J.  Harbottle, 
of  the  Northumberland  Anglers'  Federation,  some  state- 
ments in  defence  of  the  former  river,  which  are,  doubtless, 
justifiably  loyal ;  and  while  admitting  that  the  Tyne  has 
not  ceased  to  be  a  salmon  river,  that  very  circumstance 
gives  me  reason  to  look  forward  with  a  true  angler's  hope- 
fulness to  the  time  when  the  Thames  may  once  again  vie 
with  her  northern  sister  io  the  production  of  the  king  of 
fishes.  For  if  the  Tyne  salmon  can  successfully  run  the 
gauntlet  of  admitted  pollution  from  chemical  works,  and 
sewage  "  pouring  in  at  spring  tide,"  Thames-bred  salmon 
may  not,  after  all,  be  a  mere  dream  of  enthusiasts.  It 
should  be  remembered,  and  Mr.  Harbottle  dees  not  appear 
to  realise  the  fact,  that  the  sewage  of  greater  London  does 
not  enter  the  Thames,  but  is  now  carried  out  to  sea  by  a 
main  drainage  scheme,  which  was  certainly  not  thought  of 
when  Thames  salmon  were  plentiful,  and  when  they  must 
have  passed  and  repasssd  a  volume  of  pollution  which 
flowed  directly  into  the  river  from  a  population  probably 
equal  to  that  of  all  the  present  Tyneside  towns  put 
together. 


I  well  remember  the  time  when  the  windows  of  the 
London  Custom  House  could  not  be  opened  in  warm 
weather  without  admitting  a  dangerous  and  intolerable 
stench  from  the  river;  whereas  now  the  water  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  quay  and  the  Tower  flows  in  a 
reasonably  pure  stream  over  gravel  as  clean  as  any 
roach  or  gudgeon  fisher  could  desire,  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  river  flounders,  tmslt,  and  whitebait  are  re- 
appearing after  many  years'  absence.  For  this 
improvement,  and  many  others,  much  credit  is  due  to 
the  London  County  Council ;  a  body  which,  neverthe- 
less, has  been  made  the  butt  of  an  incredilDle  amount 
of  unjust,  illogical  censure  and  misrepresentation.  If 
only  the  upper  reaches  and  tributaries  of  the  Thames 
had  been  similarly  improved  within  the  same  period, 
there  would  be  little  cause  of  complaint  now.  The 
time  has  certainly  arrived  when  the  absolute  purity  of 
our  rivers  should  be  energetically  dealt  with  as  a 
question  of  public  necessity  and  right,  rather  than  as 
an  act  of  grace  to  be  conceded  by  individuals  who  consider 
themselves  pecuniarily  interested  in  turning  pollution  into 
the  nearest  watercourses.  Ltt  us  as  sportsmen  cease 
arguing  as  to  which  of  our  rivers  are  most  contaminated, 
and  combine  to  expose  and  defeat  the  common  danger  to 
our  common  sport ;  and  further,  let  us  endeavour  to 
arouse  the  general  public,  who,  on  the  score  of  health,  are 
no  less  interested  in  the  question  than  anglers. 


Th E  following  extract  from  the  Sun  of  Jan.  18  shows 
the  necessity  of  purifying  and  increasing  London's  water 
supply  :  "  The  Eoyal  Commission  inquiry  into  this  subject 
resumed  its  sittings  yesterday  at  the  House  of  Lords. 
Sir  A.  Binnie,  chief  engineer  to  the  London  County 
Council,  gave  statistics  as  to  the  population  and  rate  of 
increase  in  inner  and  greater  London,  and  the  areas  served 
by  the  eight  water  companies.  The  water  supply  was 
mainly  deiived  from  the  rivers  Thames  aud  Lea,  springs 
and  wells  in  the  Lea  valley,  and  wells  in  Kent.  The 
witness  quoted  figures  to  show  how  nearly  there  might  be 
an  approach  to  the  absorption  of  the  whole  flow  of  the 
Thames  during  comparatively  long  periods  in  the  drier 
half  of  the  year,  and  that  the  whole  flow  of  the  river  Lea 
was  practically  absorbed  in  dry  weather.  The  Lei  Con- 
servators afforded  no  protection  to  the  public,  because 
they  were  entirely  overshadowed  by  the  water  companies 
The  witness  referred  to  the  bitter  complaints  which  had 
reached  the  County  Council  as  to  the  shocking  state  of  the 
Lea.  He  did  not  altogether  accept  the  finding  of  Lord 
Balfour's  Commission  that  the  Thames  and  Lea  were 
satisfactory  scources  of  supply,  and  held  it  to  be  expedient 
that  a  portion  of  the  supply  should  come  from  some  other 
source.  He  would  not  abandon  the  present  sources  of 
supply,  but  would  supplement  them.  The  witness's 
examination  was  not  concluded  when  the  commission 
adjourned." 


1  I'UBLISH  with  much  pleasure  the  following  letter  from 
"Truthful  ToDoniy,"  and  at  the  same  time  cordially 
support  his  appeal  to  all  anglers:  "Dear  'Dragnet,' — I 
am  so  fully  aware  that  your  native  modesty  will  not 


allow  you  to  sing  the  praises  of  any  undertaking  which 
ycu  yourself  are  promoting  that  I  venture  to  ask  for  a 
small  space  in  which  to  make  known  to  all  and  sundry  the 
fact  that  on  Feb.  19  an  Al,  gilt-edged,  copper-bottomed 
smoking  concert  will  be  held,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  for  the  benefit  of  its 
popular  president,  Mr.  T.  Ormrod,  who,  as  your  readers 
are  doubtless  aware,  met  with  a  most  distressing  accident 
last  year,  which  resulted  in  the  amputation  of  both  of  his 
feet.  The  concert  will  take  place  at  the  Champion  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  B.C.  There  will  be'ahostof  talent. 
Miss  Marie  Lloyd  amongst  the  number,  and,  pleasing  to 
say,  all  the  artists,  with  chai'acteristic  kindness,  have  given 
their  services  gratuitously  in  the  good  cause.  The  chair 
will  be  occupied  by  my  old  friend,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  who  is,  I  believe,  known  to  you. 



"  We  are  all  putting  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel  to 
make  the  concert — and,  what  is  more  important  in  this 
case,  the  financial  result,  what  it  is  bound  to  be — a 
'  bumper.'  The  tickets,  price  Is.,  can  be  obtained  at 
many  places,  vide  small  bills,  or  of  Mr.  Grifiiths, 
secretary  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  the  Ben 
Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  E.G.  As  Artemus  Ward  said  of  his 
show  :  ■  You  can't  go  in  without  payin',  but  you  will 
be  allowed  t)  pay  without  goin'  in,'  and,  although  we 
are  anxious  to  see  every  one  present,  I  make  this 
announcement  so  that  those  who  happen  to  have  an 
engagement  on  the  important  19th,  may  not  te 
debarred  from  sending  along  to  Secretary  Grifiiths  the 
merry  little  'bob'  for  the  necessary  'brief.'  But, 
seriously,  we  anglers  cannot  better  show  our  apx>i"6- 
c'ation  of  the  kiudnefs  of  the  artistes  who  are  coming 
forward  to  help  a  brother  of  the  rod  in  trouble,  or  give  a 
more  tangible  expression  of  our  esteem  for,  aud  sympathy 
with,  a  right  good  fellow  than  by  taking  a  ticket,  whether 
we  can  come  or  not,  aud  thus  make  the  concert  a  phe- 
nomenal success.  So,  brother  anglers,  come  if  you  can  ; 
and,  if  you  cannot  come,  take  a  ticket,  because  after  all 
an  ounce  of  help  is  woi'th  a  ton  of  pity.  A  wicked  wag 
desires  me  to  add  that  the  hospitable  capabilities  of  '  The 
Champion  '  are  almost  illimitable,  and  tbat  there  will  be 
a  '  lick-an'-a-bite  '  on  the  spot  for  hungry  or  thirsty  souls 
who  may  desire  either  one  or  the  other." 
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MR.  A.  W.  TAYLOR. 


Foe  his  age  probably  Mr.  A.  W.  Taylor  holds  a  record ; 
he  has  been  a  sea  fisherman  for  forty  years  1  Of  course, 
he  began  early,  at  Teignmouth,  where  he  was  brought  up, 
but  until  two  years  ago  had  not  used  a  rod.  Another 
good  sea  fisherman,  Mr.  H.  Tautz,  convinced  him  of  its 
advantages,  and  now  there  is  no  more  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  sea  angling  than  Mr.  Taylor.  He  has  fished 
with  good  results  at  many  places,  principally  Bognor, 
Hastings,  Newhaven,  Guernsey  (which  he  considers  the 
best  fishing  ground),  and,  of  course,  at  Deal,  and  his 
enthusiasm  and  skill  have  been  rewarded  with  the  success 
they  deserve,  as  some  of  his  records  will  show  ;  for 
instance,  with  two  friends,  he  secured,  in  three  and  a  half 
hours,  420  whiting,  twenty-one  fine  codling,  and  a  few  dabs. 
During  the  recent  B.S.A.S.  competition  at  Deal,  his  best 
cod  (181b.)  was  within  half  a  pound  of  the  first  prize,  and 
he  was  a  runner-up  for  the  bronze  medal,  and  as  lately  as 
the  16th  inst.  he  landed  a  score  of  good  codling,  and 
eleven  score  of  whiting,  and  a  few  flat  fish.  Mr.  Taylor 
is  a  well-known  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  and  a  regular 
attendant  at  their  meetings. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

Master  :  "  Who  can  tell  me  what  useful  article  we  get 
from  the  whale?"  Johnny:  "Whalebone."  Master: 
"  Right.  Now,  what  little  boy  or  girl  knows  what  we  get 
from  the  seal  ?  "    Tommy  ;  "  Sealing-wax." 


In  connection  with  the  Rivers  Re-stooking  and  Preserva- 
tion Fund,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  (hon.  ti-easurer)  acknowledges 
receipt  of  £2  4s.  6d.  from  the  Gresham  Angling  S  )ciety 
(per  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker),  being  £1  Is.  from  the  society 
and  £1  3s.  6d.  subscribed  by  individual  members  of  the 
same. 

 >  <  

The  farewell  concert  to  Mr.  J.  Willson,  who  has  teen 
host  of  the  Blackfriars  A.S.  for  eleven  years,  was  well 
attended.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  D.  Friend.  In 
addition  to  Blackfriars  anglers  there  were  present  a  large 
contingent  of  Foresters  and  Odd  Fellows.  Of  course,  the 
health  of  the  departing  host  was  duly  "  three  times 
three'd,"  and  a  warm  greeting  given  to  the  in-ooming  Mr. 
Slingsby,  of  the  Henshaw  Arms,  Walwoith.  Several 
valuable  cases  of  stuffed  fish  belonging  to  Mr.  Wilhon 
(who  will  still  remain  treasurer  to  the  club)  are  to  remain  at 
the  clubhouse,  Winchester  Arms,  South wark-street,  S.E. 


The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  was  held  on  Wednesday  last  at  the  Cannon-street 
Hotel.  A  number  of  gentlemen  were  propose  d  as 
candidates  for  membership. 


The  third  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Navy  League 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  30,  at  three 
o'clock  p.m.,  at  the  Royal  United  Service  Institution,  on 
which  occasion  the  report  for  189/  of  this  patriotic  and 
praiseworthy  society  will  be  presented. 

M.  Nk-'ohni,  Madame  Patti's  husband,  died  at  Fau 
on  Jan.  IG,  at  the  age  of  nearly  sixty-four.  As  a  famous 
operatic  singer  he  was  well  known  ;  but  he  was  als3  an 
enthusiastic  angler.  I  hope  to  refer  more  fully  to  the 
subject  next  week. 


In  our  Fishing  Gazette  "  Notes  from  Norfolk  "  last 
week,  our  correspondent,  speaking  of  Potter  Heigham 
Soundj  and  the  capture  of  the  291b.  pike,  credits  Mr. 
George  Aijplegate,  jun.,  with  being  the  lessee  <  f  the 
water.  This  is  a  slight  error,  as  Mr.  George  Applegate, 
sen.,  leases  the  Sounds  and  also  Whittlesea  Mera,  the 
adjoining  broad.  It  is  merely  a  case  of  father  instead  of 
son.  To  fish  the  Sounds  and  Whittlesea  a  boat  must  be 
hired  frcm  Mr.  (Jeorge  Applegate,  sen  ,  or  his  leave 
obtained, 

 >»*»<  

On  Saturday  last,  fishing  at  Hampton,  Mr.  E.  Beaven, 
of  Hyde  Side,  Edmonton,  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture 
a  splendid  Thames  pike  weighing  201b.,  besides  enjoying  a 
good  day's  sport  with  Esox  liicitis,  having  other  fish  of 
141b.,  81b.,  and  four  smaller  ones. 


The  January  number  of  that  bright  little  monthly 
entitled  "  The  Word  on  the  Waters,"  published  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Missions  to  Seamen,  lies  before  me.  It  is 
not  in  my  province  to  dilate  upon  all  the  good  work  thi? 
society  has  done  and  is  doing,  but  from  the  opening 
"Happy  New  Year"  to  the  last  page  it  is  full  of 
instructive  and  pleasant  reading.  All  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  our  seaman  (and  who  are  not  ?),  should 
subscribe  for  a  copy  of  this  admirable  little  work.  The 
ofiices  are  11,  Buckingham-street,  Strand,  Lordon,  W.C., 
and  "  The  Word  on  the  Waters  "  monthly.  Id. 


The  Mayor  of  Great  Yarmouth,  speaking  at  the  Town 
Hall,  six  weeks  ago,  siid  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
population  of  the  town  earned  their  bread  by  workirg  at 
sea,  and  it  was  only  right  that  they  should  take  an  interest 
in  them.  From  the  nature  of  their  employment  these 
men  were  difficult  to  reach  and  touch.  They  were  only  at 
home  in  one  week  out  of  eight,  and  the  only  period  to 
reach  them  was  the  few  weeks  they  spent  ashore  after 
Christmas.  It  was  then  that  the  mission  workers  got 
hold  of  them,  and  endeavoured  to  biighten  their  "lives. 
The  chaplain,  by  perseveringly  visiting  the  boats  and 
ships  in  the  harbour,  got  to  know  the  men,  and  in 
that  way  obtained  an  influence  for  good  over  them. 
The  present  institute  and  church  to  which  the  men 
resorted  when  on  store  were  up  a  little  back  street,  and 
were  by  no  means  adequate.  It  was  difficult  to  find,  and 
the  Institute  room  was  dark,  and  altogether  dingy.  There 
ought  to  be  a  more  suitable  church  and  institute,  placed 
in  a  better  position.  No  less  than  31,000  men  \-isited  the 
Institute  last  year  to  read  the  papers,  play  games,  and  for 
social  enjoyments,  which  showed  how  useful  the  work  was. 
It  should  be  the  pleasure  as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  people 
of  Yarmouth  to  contribute  largely  to  the  work,  and  the 
good  Mayor  of  Yarmouth's  sentiments  will  be  echoed  by 
all  who  read  them. 

 >♦♦♦<  

Since  the  fishmongers  at  the  great  central  markets  in 
Palis  have  been  punished  with  fine  and  imprisonment  for 
daubing  their  stale  lobsters  and  crayfish  with  red  paint, 
they  have  been  trying  a  new  dodge.  This  consists  in 
boiling  the  crustaceans  in  water  mixed  with  salicylic 
acid. 


Brown  :  "  I  say.  Smith,  you  are  an  original ;  you've 
been  out  fishing  to-day,  and  yet  you  haven't  said  a  word 
about  what  sport  you've  had."  Smith  :  ' '  Well,  you  see,  1 
can't  yet ;  but  wait  till  the  ladies  have  gone,  and  then,  by 
George,  I'll  let  my  feelings  have  their  way." 

 >»»■*<  

Quite  a  profitable  business  is  done  in  some  largo  towns 
by  lending  turt  If  s  to  restaurants.  They  are  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  windows  for  a  few  days,  and  are  then  taken 
to  different  parts  of  the  city  as  advertisements  for  other 
eating  honaes.  Dragnet. 


January  22,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


69 


i^otes  from  ti)e  ^ottft. 


Kelts  are  now  descending  in  shoals  to  the  sea.  The 
Dee  tidal  is  swarming  with  them,  as  they  usually  rest  for 
some  weeks  in  the  brackish  water  before  finally  disappearing 
for  their  feeding  grounds,  wherever  they  may  be.  Mean- 
while they  drift  up  and  down  with  every  tide,  and,  as  some 
fishermen  assert,  even  push  inland  a  bit  before  finally 
falling  back  to  the  briny.   

Their  inland  journejings,  however,  never  verge  beyond 
the  tidal  influence.  The  present  fine,  open  weather  is 
greatly  aiding  their  migration  seawards ;  and  it  is  a  good 
thing,  too,  for  the  early  salmon  angler,  who  will  be  well 
rid  of  an  intolerable  pest  so  common  in  a  late  season. 


An  enormous  halibut  was  landed  at  Macduff  last  week, 
measuring  "ft.  long  by  3ft.  6in.  bioid.  It  weighed  2cwt., 
and  was  worth  a  bit  to  the  Silver  Cloud,  which  brought  it 
into  harbour.   


There  are  four  gunboats  now  patrolling  the  Moray 
Firth  in  addition  to  the  private  detective  steamer.  Of 
course  if  the  steamer  had  not  been  chartered,  and  been 
there  to  see,  the  Government  would  have  been  blamed  for 
leaving  the  Firth  still  open  to  foreign  pirates.  Well, 
seeing  is  beUeving,  and  whatever  the  Highlandman's  faith 
may  be  in  matters  celestial,  he  believes  in  nothing  he 
(annot  see  or  feel  in  matters  terrestrial.  So  he  must 
charter  his  own  steamer  to  see  that  the  Goverment  does 
its  duty  by  him.   


The  largest  sizes  of  hooks  are  usually  requisitioned  at 
the  commencement  of  the  season,  and  these  gradually 
diminish  in  size  as  the  season  advances  till  very  small  tioy 
salmon  kinds  are  reached.  Only  in  exceptionally  severe 
seasons  are  4Ln.  irons  ussd,  although  some  thirty  years 
back  these  were  reckoned  an  average  size. 

Old  Blacklaws,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  teUs  a  good  joke 
anent  the  size  of  irons  he  and  his  cousin  Jock  played  upon 
his  father,  who  was  a  great  hand  for  large  irons,  and 
couli  never  get  them  big  enough  from  the  tackle  dealers 
in  Aberdeen.  Hig  cousin  was  a  young  blacksmith,  and  in 
the  after  part  of  the  night  he  fashioned  a  huge  iron  hook, 
barb  and  all  complete,  which  William  Blacklaws,  then  a 
budding  fly  tyer,  dressed  after  the  orthodox  pattern  with 
what  material  he  could  lay  his  hands  on.  It  was  about 
2fc.  in  size,  and  to  complete  their  work  they  mounted  it 
on  cardboard,  and  dispitched  two  of  the  junior  apprentice 
smiths  with  it  on  a  handbarrow  on  the  very  morning  of 
the  opening  day,  with  a  card  duly  inscribed,  hoping  the 
old  boy  would  find  the  aecompanjing  Gordon  big  enough  ! 
There  was  a  terrible  scene  that  day  when  the  old  boy  came 
across  first  the  one  and  then  the  other,  and  for  weeks 
atter  he  let  out  volley  after  volley  on  the  two  young  ne'er- 
do-wells  who  had  thus  dared  to  insult  him  to  hig  very  face  ! 

Sir  Charles  and  Lady  Forbes,  of  Inverernan,  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  in  London  on  Saturday.  They  are 
Donside  people,  and  fiave  spent  the  fifty  years  of  wedded 
life  in  the  Strath  at  the  famOy  seat,  Inverernan  Castle, 
where  a  Highland  welcome  and  Highland  hospitality  has 
been  right  royally  dispensed  to  all  comers  during  the  past 
half  century.  Sir  Charles  is  a  most  liberal  patron  of  the 
gentle  art,  and  proprietor  of  some  of  the  finest  trouting 
water  in  the  north,  which,  without  let  or  hindrance,  is 
always  at  the  disposal  of  the  tourist  angler.  The  Donside 
folks  honoured  their  old  friends  by  making  them  suit- 
able presentations  on  Saturday,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
celebration  of  the  event. 

A  very  sad  accident  occurred  at  Muchalls  last  week 
to  Mr.  George  Hay  Begg,  of  Lochnagar  Distillery  fame. 
He  had  been  taking  a  near  cut  in  the  dark  from  his 
brother's  residence  to  the  local  station,  when  he  fell  over 
thj  cliffs  and  was  killed,  his  body  being  found  next  day, 
having  fallen  a  distance  of  120ft.  sheer  down  among  the 
rocks.   

Mr.  Begg  was  only  twenty-one  ytears  of  age,  a  noted 
young  sportsman,  and  a  most  devoted  angler.  For  years 
nis  late  father  owned  a  fine  stretch  of  the  Dee,  besides 
having  at  his  command  another  stretch  on  the  Don,  and 
on  these  young  George  spent  the  better  part  of  his  time. 

Anglers  are  beginning  to  creep  north.  Sir  William 
Cunliff  Brooks,  Bart.,  and  Lady  Brooks  have  arrived  at 
Glentana  for  the  spring.   

Mr.  Profeit,  son  of  Dr.  Profeit,  late  Commissioner  to 
Her  Majesty  at  Balmoral,  who  went  to  South  Africa  some 
short  time  ago,  is  at  present  located  at  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes' 
farm  at  Buluwayo.  If  he  does  not  get  a  cast  out  there  to 
keep  his  hand  in,  Mr.  Profeit  will  be  badly  off  indeed. 
He  was  never  off  the  river  when  at  Balmoral ;  and  did 
good  work  to  boot.  ____ 

Two  Aberdeen  labourers  were  up  last  week  for  taking 
salmon  from  the  Don,  and  mulcted  in  £1,  with  17s.  9d. 
costs  each.  The  fish  thejiwere  charged  with  were  clean, 
not  kelts. 

^  On  Friday,  Ia;t  week,  Mr.  D.  A.  Rhiad  and  Co.,  of 
Ivanhoe"  whisky  fame,  had  a  "fire-kindling"  on  the 
occasion  of  the  opaning  of  their  new  premises  ia  Quality- 
street,  Leith.  Messrs.  Bhind  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  extension  of  their  premises,  which  shows  continued 
confidence  in  the  firm,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  their 
business  connections.  Their  guests  were  numerous  and 
Cime  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  do  honour  to  the 


occasion,  and  they  were  right  royally  and  hospitably  enter- 
tained. ____ 

A  very  fine  head  of  fish  was  observed  making  the  ford 
above  the  Old  Bridge  of  Dee  on  Sunday  last.  This  is  the 
second  heavy  shoal  which  has  come  away  since  the  New 
Year  came  in.  Other  must  be  passing  when  no  observa- 
tion is  possible,  and,  although  the  inspector  does  not  care 
for  advertising  his  opinions  as  to  what  fish  are  into  the 
river,  yet  he  is  forced  to  confess  that  not  in  his  experience 
has  he  seen  such  an  early  arid  prolific  season  as  the  present 
promises  to  be.  Special  Scotch. 


[provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  commit':ee  of  the  Birmingham 
Association,  the  Mermaid  Club,  held  at  the  Mermaid 
Hotel,  Sparkbrook,  was  accepted  into  the  association.  An 
application  was  received  from  the  West  Bromwich 
Association  to  become  affiliated  with  the  Birmingham 
Association.  This  association  his  been  visited,  and  will 
no  doubt  be  accepted  at  the  next  committee  meeting  in 
February  next.  An  application  from  a  club  in  Wenman- 
street,  Balsall  Heath,  for  admission  into  the  association 
was  refused  on  the  grounds  that  the  club  was  much  too 
close  to  a  club  already  estiblished.  The  Birmingham 
balance-sheet  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  31  is  one  of  the 
best  on  record,  as  the  sum  of  £42  19s.  8d.  remains  to  be 
carried  forward  to  the  general  fund.  The  committee  were 
so  pleased  with  the  financial  and  numerical  progress  of  the 
association  that  they  recommended  that  the  general 
secretary's  salary  be  increased  by  an  additional  £8 
per  annum.  A  charge  was  made  against  a  member 
of  the  Lamp  Society  for  lending  his  travelling  card  on 
Dec.  27  last ;  the  case  was  proved,  and  the  member  in 
question  was  expelled  for  three  years.  A  special  general 
meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association  was  held  on 
Thursday  evening  last  at  the  headquaiters,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  the  working  committee  for  1898, 
when  the  foUowing  gentlemen  were  duly  elected  :  Messrs. 
Foster  (Deritend),  Egerton  (Traveller's  Rest),  Hop  wood 
(St.  Thomas's),  Meek  (Hearts  of  Oak),  Hughes  (St. 
Paul's),  Halliday  (Birminghim  Piscatorials),  Kingham 
(Spring  Hill),  Jolly  (Queen's  Arms),  Bowley  (Good 
Intent),  Neil  (Birmingham  Heath),  Saunders  (Hillyfields), 
Rabone  (Fruitful  Vine),  Yardley  (Manor),  Jones  (High- 
gate  Park),  Perry  (Aston  Britannia),  Bagley  (Allianci), 
Gumbley  (Chandos),  Tullett  (Old  Green  Man),  Royal 
(Dudley),  Currie  (Belmont).  The  new  committee  will 
commence  their  duties  on  the  first  Thursday  in 
February  next.  Thp  Aston  Britannia  Society  have 
elected  a  fresh  staff  of  officers  for  1898.  Mr.  W.  Geering 
is  the  new  secretary.  A  new  committee  and  fresh 
delegates  have  also  been  appointed.  Certain  changes  in 
the  management  of  the  society  will  take  place  shortly,  in 
which  the  majority  of  the  members  will  be  benefited. 
The  new  secretary  informs  me  that  the  number  of 
members  on  the  books  is  about  160.  Mr.  H.  Hodgetts, 
the  host  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Club,  has  intimated  to  the 
committee  of  his  society  that  he  will  provide  a  number  of 
valuable  prizes  for  the  members  to  compete  for  prior  to 
the  close  season  coming  in.  Arrangements  will  shortly  be 
made  as  to  time  and  plaoe.  The  Birmingham  Asscciatian 
travelling  cards  have  been  officially  stamped  by  the 
L.  &  N.W.R.  Co.,  and  arrived  in  Birmingham  on  Friday 
night  last,  and  were  distributed  on  Saturday  evening 
to  the  whole  of  the  secretaries  of  the  seventy-two  societies  ; 
4875  cards  were  booked,  as  issued.  This  is  a  bit  of  quick 
work,  as  the  cards  had  been  overlooked  by  the  company,  and 
a  telegram  was  only  received  on  Friday  night  as  to  the  cards 
being  sent  on  from  London.  The  dispatch  and  quick 
disposal  of  the  cards  goes  to  show  that  the  cordon  of 
communication  to  the  clubs  is  complete  in  our  city. 
Several  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  made  lately  from 
the  river  Avon  at  Stratford.  The  small  red  worm  has 
been  the  bait  used.  Fishing  in  the  Tamworth  district 
has  been  better  this  last  few  weeks  than  it  has  been  for 
some  months.  Some  first  class  pike  have  been  taken  from 
the  Earlswood  Reservoir  during  the  past  fortnight. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

It  is  many  years  since  angling  was  prosecuted  under 
such  favourable  conditions  as  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
For  several  weeks  the  weather  has  been  more  characteristic 
of  spring  than  of  winter,  and  to  illustrate  the  extreme 
irdldness  of  the  season  it  may  be  stated  that  spring  vegeta- 
tion is  now  beginning  to  develop.  Almost  in  every 
garden  such  flowers  as  violets,  primroses,  aconites,  ajid 
snowdrops  may  be  seen  in  bloom.  Of  course,  this 
remarkable  weather  has  given  an  impetus  to  disciples  of 
the  gentle  art,  for  roach  rods  would  have  been  put  away 
long  ago  had  the  winter  been  a  severe  one  ;  but,  instead 
of  that,  the  sport  has  been  vigorously  prosecuted  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  there  seems  no  probability  of  its 
immediate  discontinuance.  The  roach  rivers  are  now  in 
splendid  condition,  and  it  is  not  at  all  a  difficult  m  atter— with 
suitable  tackle  and  bait— to  procure  121b.  or  151b.  of  fish  as 
the  result  of  a  few  hours'  work.  On  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
Witham,  and  on  some  portions  of  the  Glen,  even  better  bags 
have  been  made.  Pike  are  also  affording  remarkably 
good  sport.  A  Witham  sportsman  penned  me  a  line 
on  Monday  as  follows:  "Pike  are  biting  freely  wiih  us 
now,  and  during  the  last  two  days  I  have  accounted  for 
several  fish  weighing  from  141b.  downwards."  The  lower 
reaches  of  the  Witham  have  improved  in  condition  of  late, 
and  some  fine  fish  have  been  met  with  below  Dcgdjke. 
Trolling  is  also  deserving  of  sp:cial  mention  on  the  Forty- 
foot.    In  two  days  this  week  one  angler  captured  nine  fish 


weighing  371b.,  the  heaviest  tcaUng  8|lb.  The  reports 
received  from  other  waters  are  all  of  a  satisfactory 
character,  in  fact,  it  is  generally  conceded  that,  so  far  as 
roach  fishing  is  concerned,  the  sport  is  better  now  than  it 
was  at  any  time  during  the  autumn. 

FROM  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

The  Upper  Thames  in  the  Lechlade  district  has  been 
very  high,  but  some  fair  sport  has  still  been  had  with  the 
pike,  perch,  and  harbal.  We  hear  of  a  fine  pike,  a  good 
19lb.  in  weight,  being  taken  near  Radcot  Bridge,  by 
Faringdon,  in  the  Swan  waters.  This  fine  fish  was  ex- 
hibited at  the  New  Inn  at  Lechlade.  Some  fair  sport  has 
also  been  had  at  St.  John's  Bridge  and  Ina^lesham.  Perch 
have  been  very  well  on  the  feed,  but  roach  have  been  qniet. 
The  Coin,  Leach,  and  Windmsh  (tributaries  of  the  Upper 
Thames)  are  in  grand  order  for  the  spawning  season,  the 
water  being  high  and  affording  good  cover  for  the  big 
spawners.  The  season,  which  begins  on  1st  April,  is  full 
of  promise.  March  Browns  may  even  now  be  seen  on  the 
water.  These  flies.  Iron  Blues,  Olive  Duns,  and  Whirling 
Blues  will  do  to  open  with,  and  orders  have  already  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  local  tyers.  Weather  dull,  foggy, 
and  overcast  at  time  of  writing.  I  know  of  a  nice  length 
of  Coin  fishing  to  let  at  a  moderate  price. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  city  anglers  have  been  regaling  themselves  in  first 
class  style  during  the  past  week  or  so,  for  club  dinners 
and  other  entertainments  have  been  of  almost  nightly 
occurrence.  On  Jan.  12  the  members  of  the  Marlborough 
A.S.  dined  together  at  the  Marrow  Bone  and  Cleaver  in 
Fetter-lane,  and  after  the  good  things  had  been  partaken 
of,  and  the  usual  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  duly  honour  ei, 
the  president,  Mr.  M.  Darby,  awarded  the  club's  gold  medal 
for  rnost  points  during  the  season  to  Mr.  Fred  Phillipson  ; 
and  in  the  aggregate  prize  list,  Messrs.  R.  Drewery,  F. 
Phillipsoa,  and  W.  Beaumont  were  the  recipients  of  the 
first  three.  The  secretary's  report  showed  that  £22  had 
been  expended  in  prizes,  leaving  a  substantial  balance  to 
carry  forward  for  the  ensuing  season.  The  jjint 
annual  dinner  of  the  Navigation  and  Central  Hull 
Angling  Societies,  which  took  place  on  the  13th  inst. 
at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  was  a  most  enthu.iastic 
affair,  when  over  eighty  anglers  sat  down  to  a  most 
excellent  repast,  and  after  the  tables  had  been  cleared. 
Mr.  Gee,  Dixon  (president  of  the  Central  Hull  A  S.) 
officiated  in  the  chair,  being  assisted  in  the  vice-ohair 
by  Mr.  WiQiam  Gamble  (president  of  the  Navigation 
A.S.),  and  supported  by  several  very  prominent  auglers  of 
the  city.  Dnriug  the  evening  some  excellent  vocal  and 
instrumental  music  was  rendered  at  intervals,  which 
greatly  added  to  the  evening's  enjoyment,  snl  tie  gold 
medals  were  presented  to  the  successful  pointsmen  of  exch 
club,  Mr.  Fred  Steele  heinj  the  winner  of  the  Naviga- 
tion's, and  Mr.  J.  Se^an,  of  the  Central's;  and  at  the 
close  much  enthusiasm  was  elicited  by  the  worthy  host, 
Mr.  W.  Cutting,  announcing  that  he  intended  presenting 
to  the  five  angling  societies  that  were  held  at  the  White 
Horse  Hotel  two  guineas  each.  At  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  George  and  Dragon  Angling  Society,  which  took 
place  at  headquarters  on  Monday  eveaing  last,  the 
president  (Mr.  R.  Green)  was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome 
present,  subjcribed  to  by  the  members  as  a  mark  of 
esteem  and  appreciation  of  his  four  years'  services  to  the 
society  as  chairman.  At  the  snanal  meeting  of  the  East 
Hull  Brass  Band  A.S.  the  following  officers  were  electel 
for  1898:  President,  Mr.  G.  H.  Harrison  ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  S.Jefferson;  treasurer,  Mr.  T.  Perthsen ;  and  hou. 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  Wilkinson.  The  annual  soiree  and  ball 
will  be  held  at  the  Central  Hall,  Prjme-street,  on  Feb.  18. 
Since  the  advent  of  the  New  Year  the  anglers  on  the  river 
HuU  cannot  boast  of  any  very  great  cxtches,  but  they 
certainly  can  pride  themselves  on  having  shown  some 
grand  specimen  fish,  both  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace, 
several  of  the  latter  weighing  from  7oz.  to  8oz.  each,  and 
amongst  the  roach  shown,  Mr.  H.  Rawson,  of  the 
Sheffield  Arms  A.S.,  had  a  splendid  fish  that  scaled  clo:e 
upon  Iflb. ;  he  also  had  another  of  lib.  4Joz. ;  and  Mr. 
G.  W.  Schofield  showed  one  that  scaled  lib.  2joz.  This 
successful  angler  also  had  a  chub  of  21b.  44oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  suggestion  of  gathering  a  few  pounds  together  to 
fight  a  test  case  on  the  he  ensing  question  is  so  absurd  on 
the  face  of  it,  that  it  wiU  be  a  wonder  if  63.  8d.  is  sub- 
scribed so  that  a  lawyer  may  be  induced  to  put  on  his 
spectacles  and  have  a  look  at  his  clients.    £50  or  £100  is  a 
mere  nothing  for  an  undertaking  of  the  magnitude  of 
carrying  an  appeal  through  all  our  law  c;urt3  to  the  Hotse 
of  Lords,  and  any  action  short  of  this  course  would  be  an 
utter  waste  of  energy  and  money.    Far  better  work  and 
spend  money  in  getting  a  new  and  definite  law  passed  that 
will  settle  the  dispute  once  and  for  ever.     A  further 
perusal  of  the  budget  of  the  St.  Helen's  Association  gives 
a  clear  idea  of  the  soundness  of  this  organisation  in  every 
department.     Expenses  are  liberal  on  all  questions  of 
sport,  and  remarkably  low  for  management.    The  County 
Palatite  Angling  Association  have  been  very  smart  in 
circulating  the  minutes  of  their  last  meeting,  printed  in  due 
form.  At  the  delegate  meeting  twenty-one  clubs  were  repre- 
seated,  although  the  meeting  was  at  a  rather  awkward 
place ;  however,  those  that  attended  had  to  deal  with  an 
extensive  agenda.    Routine  butiness,  minutes,  aad  corre- 
spondence being  disposed  of,  the  cantl  under  their  control 
was  the  next  item  ;  500  good  roach  have  been  turned  in, 
and  the  price  for  fishing  :s  to  be  2s.  for  the  season,  and 
4d.  per   day.     Then  followed  some  general  business 
relating  to  stocking,  netting,  and  report  of  water  com- 
mittee, and  an  important  anncuaceiuent  re.^f  eating  the 
new  travelling  cards,  the  advance  copies  of  which  are  very 
satisfactory.    A  njtiee  of  motion,  "That  in  future  all 
delegate  meetings  be  held  in  the  city,"  and  the  selection 
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of  Salford  for  the  special  meeting,  to  be  called  at  a  suitable 
time,  concluded  the  business.  This  association  are 
remarkably  fortunate  in  securing  such  an  efficient  secretary 
who  can  be  relied  on  to  put  his  organisation  in  the 
front  rank  if  system  and  smartness  mean  anything. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

During  the  pist  fortnight  the  streams  have  been  a  nice 
level  and  a  good  colour.  The  preserves  of  the  Leicester 
A.S.  have  yielded  splendid  takes  of  roach,  Mr.  Elkington, 
Mr.  T.  Jones,  Mr.  Pratt,  and  Mr.  F.  Marshall  having 
good  baskets,  the  last-named  angler  having  four,  weighing 
51b.  Mr.  F.  Towe  had  a  take  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  W. 
Marshall  and  party,  out  Foxton  way,  caught  seven  pike ; 
Mr.  Taylor  had  a  pike  of  7|lb.  from  the  local  preserves  ; 
Mr.  T.  Bollard  and  J.  Freer,  a  brace  of  good  chub  and  a 
lot  of  moderate  sized  perch  from  the  Brooksby  waters. 
At  Langton,  T.  Austins,  G.  Starkey,  and  A.  Sawyer  took 
chub,  roach,  and  dace  ;  W.  Chaiiner,  roach.  At  Wigston, 
J.  Crouob  had  a  nice  chub;  and  W.  Morley,  roach.  W. 
Hatton,  E.  Winterton,  and  H.  Jarvis,  piking  in  private 
waters,  took  nine  fi;h,  the  best,  caught  by  "  Old  Harry," 
7Ib.,  being  weighed-in  at  the  Midland  A.C.  T.  Jones 
weighed-in  roach  at  the  "  Jollies."  From  Market  Har- 
borough  H.  Gask  landed  a  pike  of  JJlb.  ;  and  A.  Dickens, 
roach.  Harry  Jarvis,  E.  Winterton,  and  W.  Potter  paid 
a  visit  to  the  Huntingdonshire  waters,  taking  seven  pike, 
the  best  brace  61b.  each.  Whilst  the  committee  of  the 
Leicester  Angling  Society  are  endeavouring  to  stop  all  but 
licence  holders  from  fishing  on  the  freeman's  and  corpora- 
tion waters,  the  netters  are  busy  plying  their  nefarious 
trammel.  They  were  seen  and  ciutioned  by  a  well-known 
club  angler.  It  is  a  pity  that  a  well-organised  and  hard- 
working committee,  who  are  heart  and  soul  in  their  work, 
can  do  so  little  with  these  rascals. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
Once  more  has  death  thinned  our  ranks,  and,  as  if  in 
cruel  irony,  this  time  the  visit  is  to  the  Merry  Anglers. 
Their  last  meeting  on  the  12th  had  to  be  abandoned  in 
consequence  of  the  deith  of  their  respected  host  and 
treasurer,  Mr.  George  Thompson.  He  was  a  well-known 
angler,  keen  on  for  sport,  and  one  who  thoroughly  enjoyed 
any  fishing  excursion  or  meeting  of  fishermen  ;  and  whilst 
his  friends  have  lost  a  genial,  warm-hearted  companion, 
the  anglers  of  the  district  have  lost  a  genuine  sportsman 
and  a  staunch  support 3r  of  the  sport.  He  now  lies  in  the 
Southern  Cemetery,  at  peace  with  all.  The  Kingfishers 
A.S.  are  agaia  reporting  very  good  results  from  liberal 
and  judicious  stocking.  One  of  their  members  only 
recently  had  a  red-letter  day  with  the  roach  m  one 
reservoir,  and  although  he  grassed  several  large  fish,  put 
th9m  all  back,  hoping  they  will  take  advantage  of  the 
coming  ssason  to  spawn.  Another  society  evidently  on 
the  right  track  is  the  Openshaw,  Bradford,  and 
Clayton  Angling  Society,  whose  executive  appear  to 
be  making  things  hum  in  a  prosperous  style  ; 
their  roll  call  is  rapidly  nearing  its  old  total,  and,  more 
than  that,  there  is  content  within  their  ranks.  The  Hulme 
Crown  A.S.  held  an  important  meeting  on  Monday  last, 
when  their  prizes  were  distiibuted  and  eight  new  members 
enrolled.  This  is  one  of  our  oldest  and  best  clubs.  Beyond 
the  fact  that  our  old  friends  have  been  delighting  the 
anglers  at  Altrincham  and  district— Sam  O'Fario  by  a 
lecture,  and  F.  Bibby  by  his  lantern— no  further  details 
are  to  hand.  This  is  a  pity  ;  such  events  are  sadly  too  few. 
The  "Blue  Bells"  of  Ancoats  are  still  fliowering  in  that 
salubrious  clime  ;  although  the  "  Smoker  "  items  got  lost, 
they  have  finished  up  the  old  year  all  right,  and  set  sail  on 
another.  The  Eoyal  Walton  A.S.  have  been  doing  a  bit 
of  trout  stocking  on  the  quiet,  some  4011  good  trout  are 
reported  turned  into  their  private  waters.  The  Horse 
Shoe  A.S.  at  Pendleton  are  contemplating  acquiring  some 
private  waters,  if  only  they  can  manage  to  find  some 
suitable.         PROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  were  very  boisterous^  days,  and 
anglers  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  fishing 
properly.  On  Tuesday  night  the  wind  blew  up  ram,  but 
at  tke  period  of  writiog  the  Trent  had  undergone  no 
perceptible  alteration,  nor  was  it  likely  to.  In  Weston 
"  black  pjol  "  two  splendid  pike,  weighing  151b.  and  l/lb. 
respectively,  have  been  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Beer,  of  the 
Harrington  Arms  Hotel,  Long  Eaton,  Derbyshire  ;  and  a 
day  or  two  later  Mr.  C.  Mottram,  of  Derby,  landed  a 
brace  of  respectable  dimensions.  King's  Mills  has  yielded 
pike,  and  many  fine  fish  have  been  taken  in  the 
Thrumpton  district.  Coarse  fish  angling  has  again 
engaged  much  attention,  and  no  wonder,  for  the  river 
could  not  have  been  running  in  better  ply  for  the  capture 
of  such  fish  as  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  At  Shardlow, 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  J.  Bailey  have  excelled 
amongst  roach  and  bream,  and  in  three  outings  your  humble 
servant  has  creeled  above  50Ib.  Most  of  the  fish  fell  to  the 
brandling  worm.  Mr.  W.  Foulds,  of  the  Shoulder  ot 
Mutton  Association,  has  enjoyed  capital  sport  amongst 
roach  at  Eolleston ;  and  to  day  (Saturday)  the  members 
take  part  in  a  prize  competition  over  the  same  stretch  ot 
water.  Mr.  W.  Parr  and  friends  have  been  capturing 
roach  at  Col  wick;  and  large  quantities  of  white  bream 
have  been  bagged  in  the  deeps  opposite  Clif(on  Lane  end. 
But  roach  appear  to  have  been  biting  freely  on  most 
lengths  of  the  river.  Chub  fishers  were  out  on  Tuesday, 
using  pith  and  brains,  but  owing  to  the  violence  of  the 
wind  not  many  fish  were  got.  Reports  from  Clumber  are 
to  the  effect  that  of  late  many  grand  pike  have  been 
cau'^ht  in  the  lake.  Visitors  are,  however,  only  allowed 
to  retain  three  to  eioh  rod.  The  presentation  made  last 
week  to  Mr.  H.  Warsop  (the  respected  president  ot  the 
Waltonian  Society)  consisted  of  a  handsome  S3t  ot  fash 
carvers.  Some  very  good  specimen  fish  _  have  just 
been  recorded  on  the  books  of  _  the  society,  which 
continues  in  a  moat  flourishing  condition. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

During  the  past  week  the  conditions  for  angling  have 
shown  a  material  improvement  upon  those  of  the  previous 
week,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  obtained.  On  the 
other  hand,  now  that  the  holiday  season  is  over,  there 
have  not  been  so  many  anglers  out,  but  those  who  have 
been  able  to  get  away  have  had  their  trouble  fairly  well 
rewarded.  Grajling  fishing  in  the  Derbyshire  Wye  and 
Derwent  has  been  followed  with  considerable  success,  and 
in  the  private  club  waters  some  nice  takes  have  been  made, 
especial  ly  near  Matlock  and  Chatsworth.  The  approaching 
trout  season  is  said  to  be  a  very  promising  one,  and  grayling 
fishers  who  have  taken  some  trout  whilst  angling  for 
grayling  have  found  them  to  be  in  a  forward  condition. 
Of  course,  the  fish  were  at  once  returned.  During  the 
last  week  the  Trent  has  been  in  excellent  trim  for 
roach  fishing,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shardlow 
during  the  latter  end  of  the  week  some  nice  fish  were 
landed ;  whilst  fishermen  who  have  tried  their  luck 
at  Radcliffe  have  done  exceedingly  _  well.  A  goodly 
number  of  anglers  have  visited  the  river  Idle,  bat  the 
results  were  not  entirely  favourable,  only  a  moderate 
proportion  scoring  well  amongst  roach.  The  Witham  has 
received  plenty  of  attention,  but  roach  fishing  has  not 
been  up  to  its  usual  standard,  though  pike  anglers_  have 
caught  some  nice  fish.  Mr.  Henshaw,  of  Atteroliffe,  a 
week  ago,  caught  five,  weighing  231b.,  the  two  heaviest 
weighing  61b.  each.  Lincoln  anglers  have  done  very  well 
at  Boston,  but  Sheffielders  have  not  been  so  fortunate. 
The  members  of  the  Bother  Angling  Club,  who  rent  the 
Chapel  Wheel  pond,  Eckington,  near  Sheffield,  from  Sir 
George  Sitwell,  Bart.,  have  been  recently  re-stocking  the 
water.  Good  sport  has  always  been  obtained  _  amongst 
roach  and  pike,  but  it  was  thought  advisable  to  introduce 
a  few  other  varieties,  and  on  Saturday  last  300  fish, 
principally  bream,  but  with  a  few  rudd  and  tench,  were 
turned  into  the  pond.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  C.  W.  Styrmy, 
president  for  twenty-five  years  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers' 
Society,  was  presented  with  a  purse  of  £34  and  an  illu- 
minated address,  in  recognition  of  twenty-one  years' 
service  as  secretary  of  the  trade  society  to  which  he 
belongs.  Mr.  Styrmy  is  the  oldest  trades'  union  official  in 
Sheffield. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  continues  exceedingly  mild  and  springlike, 
in  many  places  primroses  are  in  bloom,  and  on  Friday  last 
near  Broadway  I  discovered  a  thrush's  nest  with  three 
eggs  in  it.  Our  rivers  are  again  down  nearly  to  their 
winter  level,  and,  though  not  quite  fine,  are  in  good  order 
for  angling  for  coarse  fish,  and  some  heavy  baskets  have 
been  taken ;  among  the  chub  in  particular  some  capital 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  Severn,  among  them  one  4|lb. 
was  taken  by  A.  Bozward,  almost  under  the  shadow  cf 
the  cathedral.  I  have  met  with  but  two  anglers  who  have 
fished  the  Teme,  and  their  sport  consisted  in  taking  some 
eleven  dace  between  them,  with  the  maggot.  The  various 
clubs  are  having  their  annual  meetings,  but  they  are  only 
of  a  business  character,  but  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Worcester  and  District  Association  next  week  wiU  be  an 
important  one,  and  the  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  on  the  27th  inst.  is  looked  forward  to  with  a  great 
amount  of  interest,  anglers  being  anxious  to  know  how  the 
board  will  meet  the  anglers.  Tte  executive  recommend 
all  that  intend  to  fish  tor  trout  to  take  out  licences,  but 
those  that  fish  for  coarse  fish  only  to  take  no  licence, 
unless  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  can  prove  that  they  are 
legally  entitled  to  charge  for  one,  which  would  be  nothing 
more  or  less  than  a  rod  tax, 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mild  weather  has  prevailed,  with  very  little  rain,  though 
the  sky  has  been  cloudy  and  the  days  continue  gloomy. 
Angling  prospects  improved  with  the  appearance  of  frost, 
but  the  visitation  was  too  transient  to  appreciably 
influence  sport.  A  lower  temperature  would  be  more 
seasonable  all  round,  not  to  anglers  only,  but  to  the 
generality  of  folk,  including  the  agriculturists,  who  would 
like  a  nipping  frost  into  the  bargain  to  give  tenacity  to  the 
seed-sown  soil.  A  change  is  needed  to  put  grayling  on 
the  feed,  as  they  show  little  inclination  to  look  at  the  fly. 
Sport  has,  cn  the  whole,  been  poor.  At  the  week-end 
some  good  baskets  of  pike  were  obtained  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Nidd.  Grayling  yielded  mixed  sport  on  the  Swale, 
though  the  river  had  for  some  days  been  flooded.  Small 
catches  have  been  the  rule  in  the  Derwent  for  some  time, 
and  disappointed  anglers  seem  at  a  loss  to  reckon  up  the 
cause.  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Blue  Midge  are  considered  to  be 
among  the  most  effective  flies  for  grayling  on  the  York- 
shire rivers.  Local  fishing  around  York  is  almost  at  a 
standstill.  '  


DEATH  OP  MR.  E.  F.  WOODMAN. 

East  Gloucester  trout  fishers  and  other  friends  will 
hear  with  deep  regret  of  the  untimely  death  of  the  kind 
hearted  and  genial  landlord  of  the  Swan  Hotel,  at  Bibury, 
on  the  Upper  Coin,  where  he  was  lessee  of  the  public  trout 
fishery.  Mr.  Woodman  died  on  Saturday  morning  last, 
after  only  a  few  days  illness.  Up  to  this  time  he  was  in 
his  usual  robust  health,  excepting  at  times  suffering  from 
indigestian.  His  stalwart  Cotswold  figure,  and  nearly 
always  smiling  face,  appeared  to  be  one  that  one  might 
have  taken  a  long  lease  on,  but  he  was  only  about  fifty- 
three  or  fifty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 
He  leaves  a  widow  and  six  children  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a 
faithful  and  devoted  husband  and  fond  father.  Mr. 
Woodman's  well  stocked  and  pretty  trout  fishery  at  Bibury 
was  becoming  widely  known  and  very  popular,  as  his 
visitors'  book  of  the  last  two  seasons  will  show,  as  regards 
comfort  at  the  Swan  and  sport  in  its  waters,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Mr.  Woodman's  motto  was  indeed  always 
to  "  Welcome  the  coming    guest,"    and  we  heartily 


synysathise  with  Mrs.  Woodman  and  her  family  in  their 
great  and  unexpected  bereavement,  and  hope  that  if  Mrs. 
Woodman  elects  to  carry  on  the  hotel  and  fishing  that  all 
old  friends  will  rally  round  her  for  th?  sake  of  her  large 
family.  A  description  of  the  Swan  trout  fishery  was  given 
inthe  PisMng  Gazette  of  May  last.         F.  LocKwooi). 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  society  was 
held  on  Monday  evening  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  Mr. 
E.  Forman  presiding.  There  was  an  admirable  display  of 
fish  upon  the  chairman's  table,  including  a  fine  Thames 
pike,  weighing  161b.  7ioz.,  caught  by  Mr.  Harry  Wilson,  at 
Pangbourne.  The  fish  in  question  was  taken  pater- 
nostering,  a  fine  gut  trace  and  single  gimp  hook  being 
used.  On  such  slender  tackle  the  pike  gave  the  fortunate 
captor  grand  sport.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  also  brought  up 
from  the  same  locality  a  brace  of  pike,  going  121b.  12ioz. 
and  71b.  15oz.,  respectively.  Mr.  Cormac  O'Dowd  had 
been  amongst  the  chub  and  roach  at  Datchet,  and  showed 
a  ;leash  of  the  former,  and  a  fish  cf  the  red  fins  of  fine 
quality,  out  of  a  total  catch  of  301b.  Three  chub  of  a  little 
over  21b.  each  came  from  Mr.  F.  Ward,  and  a  brace  of 
small  jack,  ciught  in  the  Colne,  was  exhibited  by  Mr. 
Bridgman.  It  may  be  added,  that  Mr.  Harry  Wilson's 
pike  was  the  largest  seen  on  the  society's  tables  from  the 
Thames  for  some  time. 

The  officers  of  the  society  for  the  ensuing  yeir  were 
elected  as  under :  President,  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs ;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  R.  S.  Finnings;  treasurer,  Mr.  F.  Fore- 
man; curator.  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson;  hon.  sec,  Mr. 
Michael  G.  E.  de  Courcy;  hon.  librarian,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  ;  committee,  Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell,  H.  H. 
Brown,  C.  Butler,  C.  H.  Bywatei-s,  R.  Bradford,  Reg.  E. 
Booker,  W.  Edmonds,  E.  K.  Foreman,  E.  M.  Mayes, 
C.  Stallibrass,  F.  Ward,  and  0.  H.  Wheeley ;  auditors, 
P.  G.  Bridgman  and  C.  0.  Blundell. 

The  date  of  the  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  Monday, 
March  7  next.  Mr.  Chatterton  will  preside.  The 
accounts  for  the  season  1897  as  audited  were  duly  passed. 

Some  slight  modifications  were  made  in  the  rules,  after 
which  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  chair- 
man, and  the  gathering  dispersed  after  a  somewhat 
long  sitting.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


OUTBREAK  OF  SALMON  DISEASE  ON 
THE  BORDERS. 

Since  my  notes  of  about  a  month  ago,  the  fungus 
Saprulegnia  ferox  has  appeared  in  the  Border  rivers,  and 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  quite  a  number  of  salmon  have 
succumbed  to  the  fatal  disease  in  all  the  rivers  of  the 
Solway.  The  bailiffs  infoim  your  correspondent  that 
they  have  been  employed  takicg  out  dead  and  diseased 
fish  from  the  rivers  for  over  a  fortnight  past,  and  burying 
them  on  the  banks.  On  Mondajr  your  correspondent 
inspected  a  stretch  of  one  of  the  rivers,  and  in  about  a 
mile  found  many  badly  marked  fish,  while  eight  were 
dead,  and  several  apparently  so  far  gone  with  the  stages 
of  the  disease  that  they  could  not  possibly  recover  from 
the  ravages  of  the  fungus.  So  far  as  could  be  noticed,  the 
most  of  the  fish  had  spawned,  but  one  or  two  lying  in  the 
water  some  yards  away  from  the  bank  looked  as  if  they 
had  died  before  depositing  their  spawn.  On  the  Annan 
the  disease  is  showing  itself  unmistakably  in  the  lower 
waters.  Up  to  the  week  before  Christmas  there  were 
little  or  no  signs  of  the  fungus,  but  it  appears  to  be 
making  headway  this  week.  The  state  of  the  waters  and 
the  repeated  floods  this  winter  has  apparently  had  a 
good  effect  in  staving  off  in  a  degree  the  disease, 
at  least,  for  a  time.  In  previous  years  it  _  has 
been  observed  that  a  series  of  spates  in  the  winter 
months  has  always  been  beneficial  in  warding  off 
Sicprolegnia,  vshile,  on  the  other  hand,  it  seemed  to  thrive 
in  severe  frost  and  ice-bound  rivers.  What  a  joy  it  would 
be  to  anglers  over  the  country  if  science  discovered  some 
specific  that  would  destroy  the  germs  of  the  disease  from 
our  rivers.  Whether  the  disease  is  due  to  pollution  or  not 
is  a  question  that  has  often  been  discussed  by  pisci- 
culturists and  men  of  soience  in  your  columns,  and  we 
seem  no  nearer  a  solution  than  we  were  years  ago.  Here 
it  exists  in  the  Annan  at  the  present  moment,  whose  waters 
are  practically  uncontaminated  by  sewage  from  its  source 
to  the  Solway.  It  may  be  remarked,  as  worthy  of  notice, 
that  until  the  extensive  adoption  of  artificial  manures  on 
the  lands  drained  by  the  rivers,  the  salmon  disease  was 
practically  non-existent  in  the  Border  rivers  of  the  Solway. 
Scarcely  a  back-end  now  passes  without  the  disease  show- 
ing itself  in  a  more  or  less  virulent  form.  The  fungus  is 
reported  from  the  Nith,  as  also  in  the  Esk  and  other 
.jvaters.  Heathehbell. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  SCOTCH  INSPECTOR. 

The  Kyle  of  Sutherland  District  Fishery  Board  had 
under  consideration,  at  their  meeting  on  8th  inst.,  the 
numerous  applications,  along  with  the  respective  testi- 
monials, lodged  for  the  vacant  inspectorship  caused 
through  the  resignation  of  Mr.  George  Main.  The  board, 
after  having  gone  carefully  into  the  character  and 
qualifications  of  the  various  candidates,  unanimously 
resolved  on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  William  Duncan,  one 
of  the  chief  permanent  assistants  on  the  Aberdeenshire 
Dee.  The  new  inspector,  who  is  in  his  early  thirties,  has 
had  much  experience  in  salmon  fishery  matters  both  on 
river  and  sea  coast.  A  practical  salmon  fisher,  he  com- 
menced his  career  as  a  bailiff  on  the  river  Don  in  1887, 
the  protection  of  the  river  being,  during  that  and  the 
following  year,  in  the  hands  of  the  chief  constable  of  th& 
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county.  He  had,  however,  previously  undergone  a 
temporary  training  under  tka  critical  eye  of  his  father, 
who  was  for  a  number  of  years  inspector  to  the  Don 
board,  and  is  now  of  the  Dee  board,  and  who  is  regarded 
as  an  authority  on  all  matters  connected  with  the  pro- 
tection and  otherwise  of  salmon  fisheries.  His  services  on 
the  Don  continued  far  two  years,  and  during  that  tims  he 
was  stationed  on  various  sections  of  the  district.  Poss3ssed 
of  good  muscular  strength,  full  of  pluet,  daring,  and 
determination,  he  was  soon  recognised  as  a  cipable  and 
efficient  officer,  enjoying  to  the  full  the  hatred  o?  all  the 
members  of  the  poaching  fraternity.  Leaving  the  Don,  he 
became  one  of  the  sea  coast  staff,  in  CDnnectlon  with  which 
there  is  a  fine  steam  launch  for  the  protection  of 
the  fishings  within  the  Dee  and  Don  districts. 
Here  he  had  plenty  of  scope  for  displaying  his 
abilities,  for,  at  the  time,  systematic  poaching  was 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  in  the  putting  down  of 
whiih  he  did  not  shrink  from  taking  his  share.  In  this 
capacity  he  remained  for  five  years,  and  abDut  f  jur  years 
ago  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  permanent  staff  stationed 
at  Aberdeen,  taking  duty  on  sea  or  li.er  as  required,  and 
acting  generally  as  assistant  to  his  father.  In  the  artific'al 
propagation  of  salmon  he  has  always  taken  the  deepest 
interest,  and  has  gained  much  knowledge  in  this  direction 
through  his  assisting  in  the  management  of  the  board's 
hatchery,  which,  by  the  way,  is  the  largest  in  Scotland 
belonging  to  a  board.  In  the  witress  box  he  is  a  "' hard 
nut"  for  the  opposing  agent,  who  invariably  finds  it 
impossible  to  shake  his  evidence,  however  severe  a  crcsj- 
examination  he  may  be  subjected  to.  A  thick-set.  strongly 
buUt  fellow,  he  has  always  evinced  a  keen  interest  in 
athletics,  but  in  which  the  nature  of  his  duties  has  barred 
him  from  taking  any  active  part.  Of  a  frank  but  retiring 
disposition,  Mr.  Duncan  goes  about  his  work  in  a  quiet  and 
ncassuming  yet  fearless  fashion.  His  fellow  ofiicers  and 
acquaintances  regret  his  departure  while  congratulating 
him  on  his  appointment.  Altogether  the  Kyle  of  Suther- 
land Board  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  choice,  and 
all  having  fishing  interests  in  the  district  may  rest  assured, 
when  once  he  takes  up  duty,  that  their  interests  will 
be  jealously  guardei  by  day  and  night.  We  heartily  wish 
we  hid  many  more  like  Mr.  Duncan  to  take  up  such 
appointments  with  such  a  training  behind  him. 


ESK  AND  LIDDLE  FISHERIES 
ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at 
Langholm  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Carthew-YorstDun,  of  East 
Tiuwald,  representing  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  presiding. 
Mr.  M' George,  solicitor,  secretary  and  treasurer,  pro- 
duced his  annual  financial  statement,  which  was  examined 
ard  found  correct.  It  showed  a  balance  in  favour  of  the 
association.  The  receipts  inclade  the  voluntary  assess- 
ment, which  the  landed  proprietors  impose  on  themselves, 
the  receipts  from  tickets  being  insufficient  to  meet  the 
heavy  charges  for  renting  the  net  fishings,  and  so  keeping 
the  rivers  clear  of  nets.  It  was  resolved  to  make  no 
alterations  in  the  prices  of  the  various  tickets,  and  to 
impose  the  voluntary  assessment  as  usual.  The  chargafor 
a  ticket  for  fishing  the  Double  water  and  lower  reaches  was 
fixed  at  four  guineas.  The  rules  ani  regulations  of  the 
association  are  also  to  remain  as  last  year,  except  that  no 
bait  or  minnow  fishing  will  be  allowed  in  any  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  Esk  or  Liddle  after  Sept.  1,  or  in  the  Esk 
and  Liddle  after  Sept.  15.  The  whole  of  the  other  roles 
were  passed  by  the  meeting  without  alteration.  The 
meeting  had  an  interview  with  the  agent  of  the  proprietor 
of  Penton  estate  as  to  Penton  Weir,  and  certain  resolu- 
tions were  arrived  at  in  regard  to  the  weir.  Eeports  on 
last  year's  fishing  and  the  condition  of  the  rivers  were 
fubmitted.  The  recent  abundance  of  rain  has  caused  an 
abundant  volume  of  water,  and  salmon  have  been  enabled 
to  ascend  to  the  spawning  beds  with  comparative  ease,  and 
also  to  return  to  the  salt  water.  There  is  some  salmon 
disease  at  present,  a  few  cf  the  fish  being  much  affected. 
The  disease  is  scarcely  so  virulent  as  it  has  been  in  some 
previous  years.  The  fish,  when  attacked,  become  very 
Itthargic.  and  eventually  will  scarcely  move. 


QUEEN  OF  THE  SOUTH  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  meeting  last  week  of  the  Queen  of  the  South 
Angling  Association,  held  in  the  Town  HaU,  Dumfries, 
Mr.  Frank  Eeid,  of  St.  Catherine's,  in  the  chair,  the 
secretary  reported  that  Mr.  Turner,  the  lessee  of  the 
fishings  between  the  Caul  and  the  Suspension  Bridge,  had 
refused  point  blank  to  allow  the  association  again  to  fish 
hii  water.  However,  the  members  were  assured  that 
there  was  every  prospect  of  getting  fishings  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  town.  It  was  resolved  to  continue  the  association, 
and  remit  to  the  execative  committee  to  secure  angling 
water  for  the  use  of  the  members.  After  some  discussion 
the  following  resolution  (in  view  of  Mr.  Turner's  in- 
tention himself  to  issue  angling  tickets)  was  passed,  viz.  : 

That  the  members  of  the  association  bind  themselves 
not  to  purchase  during  the  next  season  from  any  other 
source  than  the  association  tickets  to  angle  for  fish  of  the 
salmon  kind  in  the  portion  of  the  Nith  extending  from 
Poindfield  Burn  townwards,  provided  that  the  association 
secure  good  herling  fishing  water."  It  was  agreed  to  vote 
the  secretary,  Mr.  John  Watson,  £5  as  an  honorarium  ia 
recognition  of  his  valuable  services  to  the  ass  Delation. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  on  Thursday, 
the  13th  inst.,  at  the  club-room,  Alexandra  Hotel,  under 
the  preridency  of  Mr.T.  P.  Adey,  of  Penarth.    The  hon. 
sec.  (J.  W.  Uregg)  in  his  report  stated  the  membership 


roll  showed  a  highly  satisfactory  increase,  and  there  was 
every  prospect  of  encouragement  for  the  coming  year  ; 
that  the  pollution  of  the  TaJf  had  been  repeatedly  notiBcd 
to  the  Conservancy  Board,  and  every  effort  was  being  made 
to  secure  its  abatement — this  pollution  had  practically  put 
an  end  to  successful  sport  since  the  end  of  October  last, 
prior  to  this  date  some  splendid  baskets  being  obtained  ; 
that  pollution  on  the  Rhymney,  while  not  actually 
destructive  to  life,  had  driven  the  fish  out  of  the  society's 
waters,  but  there  was  a  good  prosjiact  of  an  amendment. 

In  the  nnavoidab'e  absence  of  the  hon.  treasurer,  the 
secretary  reported  on  the  accounts,  which  showed  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £10  .5s. ;  that  the  reduction  in  the  balance 
against  that  of  the  previous  year  arose  from  initial 
expenses  in  the  acquisition  of  the  Rhymney  waters  and 
other  exceptional  expenses,  includiog  those  of  the  bait 
casting  competition,  which,  for  .  a  first  effort,  had  proved 
an  unqualified  success. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Watkins  thought  the  society  CDuld  not 
successfully  meet  another  year's  exp3nses  and  retain  the 
Rhymney  waters  on  a  os.  subscription,  and  proposed  an 
increase  to  "s.  Gd. ;  but,  after  considerable  discussion,  it 
was  decided  to  leave  the  subsciiption  at  os.,  to  inclade  all 
waters  rented  by  the  society. 

The  meeting  then  elected  the  following  officers : 
President,  WilUam  Taylor,  Esq.  ;  vice-presidents,  Messrs. 
LasceUes  Carr,  David  Duncan,  Col.  Gaskell,  Major  Bigg, 
J.  Manders,  and  Councillor  Gerhold ;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr. 

E.  Harris;  hon.  auditor,  Mr.  T.  J.  Williams;  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  W.  Gregg,  29,  Queen-street,  Cardiff ; 
committee,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Burrows,  G.  H.  Roberts, 
J.  Johnson,  T.  Moore,  C.  C.  Jones,  A.  Price,  W.  E. 
Ossington,  A.  E.  Armstrong,  M.  Gray,  E.  J.  Watkins, 

F.  P.  Adey,  and  F.  Handley. 

Daring  the  evening  Mr.  Burrows  referred  in  feeling 
terms  to  the  sad  death  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Harris,  who,  he  said, 
was  the  father  of  the  society,  ani  one  of  the  most  valuable 
men  they  had  ever  welcomed  amongst  them.  He  had 
always  been  a  genial  eompaaiion  and  willing  worker  in 
piscatorial  matters.  J,  W.  G. 


THE  ANGLING  COMPETITION. 

The  angling  competition  has  been  defined  as  a  "  fishing 
Saturnalia  without  tha  fishing,"  a  criticism  that,  while 
perhaps  unnecessarily  severe,  is  in  some  measure  justified 
by  the  peculiar  conditions  that  too  often  obtain  on  sach 
occasions.  It  seems  to  be  primarily  for  the  h^t^e  t  of  the 
local  publican  that  more  than  one  angling  club  has  been 
called  into  existence.  The  original  menioers  forming  its 
nucleus  assemble,  drink,  and  exchai.ge  fiction  of  the 
autobiographical  kind,  and,  as  the  season  progresses,  a 
competition  is  suggested  in  orde:-  oo  attract  new  members 
and  unite  in  friendly  rivalry  cJaose  who  already  belong. 
The  publican  then  makes  tiie  necessary  arrangements  with 
a  country  colleague  (wh  ;So  house  is  often  tied  to  the  same 
brewer),  and  the  momentous  day  is  fixed.  The  first  step 
is  for  the  secretary  to  run  down  beforehand,  measure  a 
length,  say  a  mile,  of  bank,  and  divide  it  into  the  necessary 
number  of  pitc'ies.  Let  us,  for  argument's  sake,  call  the 
number  thirty-five ;  this  will  give  each  the  very  hbaral 
allowance  of  fifty  yards.  So  far,  so  good.  The  next 
essential  is  the  drawing  ot  places,  which  is  performed  at  a 
solemn  meeting  with  great  accompanying  consumption  of 
liquor.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  contest,  each  member 
takes  the  position  corresponding  to  his  diaw,  and  fishes 
within  its  limits  for  a  given  number  of  hours.  Is  it  necessary 
to  point  out  that  the  whole  proceeding  is,  so  far  as  sport 
is  concerned,  the  merest  farce  '?  Selection  of  swim,  on? 
of  the  most  important  factors  in  a  successful  day,  goes  for 
nothing,  and  chance,  always  a  very  considerable  element 
in  the  results  attained  by  evsn  the  skUf  nl,  is  under  such 
conditions  given  sole  sway.  The  most  grotesque  per- 
formance of  all,  however,  is  often — generally,  in  fact— 
the  weighing-in,  at  which  the  necessary  ^\h.  that  not 
seldom  takes  first  prize  is  made  up  by  two  or  three  baby 
dace  or  chub,  or  maybe  even  a  couple  of  small  eels.  Under 
the  regulations  of  some  clubs,  it  is  said  that  fishes  of  under 
3in.  in  length  are  not  counted  by  the  judge,  but  in  the 
majority,  I  believe,  there  is  no  minimum.  The  only 
difficulty  that  sometimes  arises  is  owing  to  the  absence  of 
a  sensitive  chemical  balance  that  would  be  handy  to  use 
for  the  "  specimens  "  that  weigh  only  a  matter  of  milli- 
grammes. Is  it  not  time,  with  all  the  very  proper  outcry 
we  are  continually  hearing  against  the  depletion  of  the  few 
sporting  waters  still  available  to  our  artisans,  to  strike  a 
blow  at  the  scandalous  practice  of  retaining  fish  that 
would  be  too  small  even  for  bait  ? 

There  are  many,  no  doubt,  ready  to  champion  the  long- 
establishei  angling  cont3st,  to  which  a  faithful  minority 
have  always  taken  exception.  There  is  no  need  to  attri- 
bute to  many  of  those  who  compete  on  such  occasions  the 
worst  motives  of  the  pot-hunter.  They  probably  derive 
an  excitement  from  drawing  the  pitches  and  the  sub- 
sequent operations  quite  irrespective  of  the  prizes  which 
they  may  or  may  not  win.  Indeed,  in  the  South  of  Eng- 
land the  angling  competition  has  now  found  its  way,  like 
most  angling,  to  salt  water,  wherein  it  has,  however,  only 
followed  the  example  ot  the  long-organised  salt-water 
competiti  ons  at  Aberdeen.  The  annual  contest  held  under 
the  auspices  of  our  only  sea  angling  club  is,  however, 
shorn  of  some  of  the  worst  attributes  of  the  orthodox 
competition  inland,  for  there  is  no  drawing  for  places,  the 
"marks"  being  open  to  all,  and  the  fish  caught  at  sea, 
especially  in  the  late  autumn,  when  this  competition  takes 
place,  are  not  usually  in  the  embryo  stage. 

Who,  however,  is  really  benefited  by  the  angling  com- 
petition ?  With  the  single  and  not  surprising  exception  of 
the  nearest  publican,  no  one  really  cares  to  have  such  a 
function  in  hia  imnfediate  neighbourhood.  To  the  farmer, 
whose  grass  is  trodden  down  and  whose  fences  are  broken, 
it  is  a  nuisance ;  to  the  one  local  policeman,  with  no 
yearning  for  extra  work,  it  is  an  intrusion ;  and  to  the 


legitimate  angler,  who  yearly  sees  hia  favourite  sport 
brought  into  discredit,  and  his  chances  of  getting  per- 
mission for  a  day's  private  fishing  diminish,  it  is  a  curse. 
That  our  artisan  population  should  have  its  weekly  angling 
outing  into  the  country  is  a  boon  that  no  one  will  care  to 
question  ;  but  the  prize-seeking  that  has  obtruded  itself, 
as  it  is,  far  too  prominently  into  many  of  our  field  sports, 
need  have  no  part  in  a  day's  fishing;  and  it  is  disgusting 
to  see  such  a  quantity  of  undersized  fish  sacrificed  to  ths 
fetish,  and  the  gentlest  of  all  sports  dragged  into  disrepute 
by  the  conduct  of  men  whose  ignorance  of  how  to  behave 
is  often  equalled  only  by  their  ignorance  of  how  to  fish. — 
The  Critir. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  Wilson  (Leicester). — You  can  always  tell  a  youug 
chub  from  a  dace,  as  the  chub's  anal  fin  is  convex  and  the 
dace's  is  concave. 

Young  Ike. — We  believe  the  longest  salmon  fly  casein 
open  competition  was  .50yds.  2ft.  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Davidson, of 
Chicago,  at  the  Chicago  Casting  Tournament  in  18'J7. 

Strainger. — Close  time  on  the  Waveney  is  from 
March  1  to  June  30.  The  best  fishing  is  some  two  miles  or  so 
above  Beccles  ;  good  roach,  perch,  chub,  bream,  and  pike. 
Water  very  clear  in  summer.    Now  is  the  best  time. 


[}Ve.  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


MEX  I  HAVE  FISHED  WITH. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  American  wood  duck 
sitting  in  trees,  quoted  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  on  Jan.  15,  I 
can  testify  that  it  is  a  common  habit  of  the  bird.  In 
Missouri  and  the  Western  States,  where  they  breed,  they 
are  habitual  perchers,  not  only  on  trees,  but  on  short 
scrub,  dead  boughs,  &c. 

I  have  shot  scores  of  them,  and  have  seen  them  as  often 
perching  as  not. — I  am,  yours  obediently, 

ChAS.  T.  BrCKELEY-JOHXSOX. 


EIVER  KEEPEES'  DINNEE  FUND. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  the  favour  of  an  acknowledg- 
ment in  your  columns  of  the  following  amounts,  &c., 
which  have  been  received  or  promised  in  aid  of  the  above 
fund? 

Anchor  and  Hope,  A.S.,  2s.  6d. ;  Athenaeum  A.S., 
2s.  Cd. ;  Berry,  F.,  5s. ;  Brentford  and  District  A.S., 
lOs.  ;  Camden  A  S.,  2s.  6d. ;  Central  Association,  10s.  6d.  ; 
Cosy  A.S.,23.  6d.;  Crumplen,  T.,  53.;  Earlsfield  A.S., 
5s.;  Friendly  Anglers,  IDs.;  Greenwich  A.S.,  23.  6d. ; 
Islington  Brothers'  A.S.,  23.  6d.  ;  Royal  George  A.S., 
2s.  6d. ;  Silver  Trout  A.S.,  28.  Gd. ;  Surrey  A.S.,  23.  6d.  ; 
United  Brothers'  A.S.,  2s.  6d.  ;  A.  Nuthall,  IDs.  6d  ; 
H.  W.  Higgins,  lOs,  6d. ;  A.  Price,  lOs.  6d. ;  Editor  Fishing 
Gazette,  a  briar-root  pipe  for  each  of  the  men. — Yours 
faithfally,  H.  W.  Higgins 

(Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society). 

12,  Eegent-street,  Pall  Mall,  S.W.,  Jan.  19. 


ARE  FISH  GUIDED  BY  SIGHT  ONLY? 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  oi  Jan.  1,  "  Mona," 
writing  under  the  heading  "  Stray  Casts,"  very  forcibly 
states  his  doubt  as  to  the  possibility  of  fish  "  hunting  by 
sight,"  saying  :  "  That  a  fish  is  led  by  his  nose  I  altogether 
doubt — not  to  say  deny — and  I  value  not  the  prestige  of 
a  great  name  arrayed  against  me  one  pin,  except  it  is 
backed  by  the  inexorable  logic  of  facts.  Who  can  specify 
a  case  of  a  fish  being  drawn  by  his  nose  ?  " 

I  have  not  made  any  experiments  with  blinded  fish,  as 
"  Mona"  suggests  a  few  lines  further,  but  can  vouch  for 
the  strict  accuracy  of  the  few  following  facts  : 

1.  Putting  aside  the  fact  that  scented  baits  have  been 
recommended  ever  since  anything  was  written  on  the 
subject  of  fishing,  it  seen-'s  to  me  that  there  is  one  very 
conclusive  proof  of  fish  having  the  sense  of  smell  strongly 
developed,  viz.,  that  some  species  of  fish  feed  best  during 
the  darkest  nights  (at  least,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year). 
In  fact,  in  this  country,  where  there  is  no  restriction  on 
fishing  by  night,  ledgering  for  bream  and  burbot  (eel-pout) 
is  carried  on  during  the  darkest  nights.  And  night 
lining  ? 

2.  My  first  experience  of  scented  baits  dates  as  far  back 
— eheii  fiigaces  labu7itur  anni — as  1879,  when  1  first  tried 
aniseed  oil  on  the  recommendation  of  a  French  writer — 
Mr.  Poit  ;vin.  I  was  spending  the  summer  at  my  mother's, 
some  twenty-five  miles  south  of  Moscow  ;  a  very  nice  river, 
and  in  th  se  days  a  pretty  well  stocked  one,  the  Desna, 
dammed  in  by  the  dyke  of  an  adjacent  clo'h  mill,  offered 
good  opportunities  for  angling,  and  I  used  to  avail  myself 
of  them  as  often  as  I  cculd.  Lots  of  big  roach  (up  to  21b. 
and  more)  could  be  seen  on  calm,  bright  days  feeding 
among  the  weeds  fringing  the  banks,  but  could  not  be 
enticed  to  take  a  bait,  whatever  one  might  offer  them. 
After  having  exhausted  all  my  fund  of  knowledge  and 
patience,  1  bethought  myself  of  Poitevin's  advice,  and 
liaited  the  hook  with  anis-scented  paste.  The  results 
were  simply  startling — the  roach  began  to  bite  eagerly, 
and  I  used  to  get  from  two  to  three  score  of  good  fish  in  a 
day's  fishing  where  formerly  I  did  not  get  a  single  sizeable 
one. 

3.  "King's  Natural  Bait"  has  proved  a  very  great 
success  with  me,  my  only  slight  objection  to  it  being  that 
it  is  too  easily  knocked  off  the  hook  in  striking  at  the  end 
of  the  swim,  though  I  must  admit  that  in  some  cases  its 
"tenderness"  is  an  advantage.  I  have  tried  it  against 
plain  white  paste  and  sweetened  white  paate,  and  have 
found  it  far  more  "  taking    than  either  of  tbom. 
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4.  In  1889  I  happened  to  enter  the  shop  of  a  friendly 
chemist  just  as  they  were  decanting  some  oil,  the  smell  of 
which  forcibly  reminded  me  of  King's  Natural  Bait. 
Inquiring  for  its  name,  I  was  apprised  that  it  is  known 
as  Oleum  ligni  Khoddi,  a  name  well  known  to  me  from  old 
books  on  angling,  chiefly  German  ones — "  Ehrenkreutz," 
and  others.  I  bought  a  small  quantity  of  it,  and  toik  it 
with  me  on  a  journey  to  the  Government  of  Perm.  Here 
I  gave  it  an  exhaustive  trial,  and  was  thoroughly  convinced 
of  its  efficiency,  catching  iish  alongside  of  other  anglers 
who  hardly  had  a  nibble,  while  I  was  hooking  one  fish 
aftar  the  other. 

5.  On  the  same  trip  I  proved  to  my  entire  sitisfaction 
that  fish  have  the  sense  of  taste  as  well  developed  as  that 
of  smell.  I  had  met  more  than  once  with  the  advice  to 
flavour  paste  with  honey.  Not  having  any  at  hand,  I 
kneadei  plenty  of  sugar  into  my  paste,  adding  a  few  drops 
of  olive  oil,  scented  with  oil  of  rhodium.  I  was  amply 
repaid  for  my  trouble ;  not  only  did  the  vegetarians  (roach, 
chub,  ide)  bite  like  mad,  but  I  caught  several  gudgeon,  to 
the  undisguised  astonishment  of  myself  and  three  local 
anglers,  one  of  whom  had  an  angling  e:^erience  of  that 
locality  extending  over  fifty  years.  He  said  he  had  never 
heard  of  gudgeon  taking  paste,  still  less  seen  them  do  so. 

6.  Lastly,  I  have  often  tried  sweetened  paste  against 
plain  paste,  and  scented  and  sweetened  paste  against 
sweetened  paste,  using  them  simultineously  on  two  hooks, 
kept  apart  by  means  of  a  light  bristle  "  spreader."  The 
results  always  hive  proved  sweetened  paste  to  be  superior 
fcj  plain  paste,  and  sweetened  and  scented  paste  to  be 
superior  to  paste  that  had  only  been  sweetened. 

Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov. 
St.  Petersburg,  Jan.  15,  1898. 


SALT  WATBE  SHRIMP  AS  BAIT  FOR  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Frank  Gosden  has  referred  to  S3a 
shrimp  as  a  bait  for  trout. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  the  shrimps  that  he  refers  to 
are  the  ordinary  boiled  picked  shrimp  that  one  sees  for 
sale  in  the  market. 

If  not  boiled,  then  the  process  of  picking  them  must  be 
a  very  tiring  one.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  see  another 
book  by  the  "  Amateur  Angler." — Yours  truly, 

Richard  Humphreys,  M.B. 

"  LIVES  O'  MEN." 

Sir, — So  go  the  words  of  that  splendid  song  "  Caller 
Herrin'  " ;  and,  indeed,  they  are  but  too  true  of  the 
harvest  of  the  deep  of  every  kind,  as  we  are  painfully 
reminded  from  time  to  time  as  tempestuous  weather  rages 
round  our  coasts. 

But  to  fall  in  fight,  whether  facing  the  foe  on  the  field, 
or  the  tempest  on  the  deck,  is  to  die  well ;  a  certain  sub- 
dued note  of  triumph  is  perceptible  in  our  dirge,  for  a 
gooi  fight  is  felt  to  be  half  a  victory.  But  there  is 
nothiug  to  redeem  the  bitterness  of  our  loss  when  mere 
misadventure  claims  its  victim  in  its  treachery.  For  we 
all  feel  the  blow  to  be  in  some  way  a  treacherous  one. 

On  Tuesday  morning  last  I  witnessed  a  melancholy 
tragedy  of  this  kind — the  soldier  falling  with  sheathed 
arms  in  time  of  peace  ;  a  seaman  sinking  in  the  calm,  while 
ocean  smiled. 

It  was  most  painful,  and  with  a  pain  of  its  own  ;  one,  in 
fact,  that  makes  us  feel  humiliated  at  the  spectacle  of  a 
life  VI  aited,  in  spite  of  all  we  could  do  to  prevent  it. 

It  occurred  in  this  way.  The  steam  trawlers  on  the 
southern  portion  of  the  west  Scottish  coasts  sometimes 
run  to  the  safe  anchorage  of  Loch-in-dall,  an  inlet  of  the 
Atlantic  which  almost  divides  the  Island  of  Islay,  the  most 
southern  of  the  Hebrides,  In  two.  Their  favourite  position 
in  the  loch  is  immediately  opposite  Bowmore,  a  village  on 
its  southern  side  a  mile  or  two  from  it?  head  ;  and  a 
number  of  them  had  been  lying  there  up  to  Monday,  the 
10th,  while  an  Atlantic  gale  was  blowing  itself  out  outside. 
On  that  day  most  of  them  left,  and  next  morning,  about 
5  o'clock,  the  Valefta,  Mr.  Whittlestone,  master,  prepared 
to  follow  them.  The  weather  was  fine  and  the  loch 
perfectly  calm  at  the  time.  The  vessel  was  already 
under  way,  and  the  anchor  right  vrp  to  the  hawse  pip^, 
when  the  master's  son,  a  fine  young  fellow  not  quite 
twenty,  and  upon  his  first  voyage  I  believe,  having 
but  quite  recently  left  school,  stepped  out  on  it  to 
attach  a  rope  to  the  fluke  end  so  that  it  could  be 
hauled  up  to  its  place  on  deck.  At  this  instant  there  was 
an  accident,  possibly  a  broken  shackle,  and  down  rushed 
the  liberated  anchor,  plunging  under  and  carrying  the  man 
with  it.  He  never  rose  again.  About  four  on  the  evening 
of  the  next  day  the  poor,  rigid  corpse  was  recovered  by 
means  of  grappling  and  taken  ashore.  The  search  had 
b(  ea  incessant  from  the  moment  of  the  accident,  and  the 
afflicted  father,  despairing  of  the  immediat3  recovery  of 
the  body  after  the  long  and  fruitless  attempts  he  and 
others  had  been  so  closely  engaged  in,  had  left  the  loch 
If  83  than  an  hour  before  the  recovery  of  the  body.  He 
had  run  for  Fleetwood,  it  is  said,  to  soften  the  inevitable 
b!ow  waiting  for  the  poor  mother  before  it  might  reach  her 
in  cruel  suddenness  by  some  other  channel.  "  Wives  and 
mithers  maist  despairin'  ca'  them  lives  o'  men."— Yours, 
&;  ,    MoNA. 

LIVE  BAITING  FOR  PIKE  IN  NORFOLK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  an  account  in  last  week's  Oazctfe, 
headed  "  Live  Bait  Fishing  for  Pike  in  Norfolk,"  signed 
"  W.  B.,"  who  says  :  "  While  drawing  my  line  in,  a  large 
fish  took  the  bait  (a  live  roach),  snapped  tte  gimp,  find 
disippeared  with  floats  and  trace  into  the  rushes."  What 
puzzles  me  is,  when  the  gimp  was  snapped  where  were  the 
floats  ?  I  never  knew  a  pike  snap  the  gimp  through  past 
the  float  ard  pilots,  much  as  I  have  been  amongst  them. — 
Yours  truly,  J,  T.  Smith, 

[It  certainly  wants  doing.] 


PIKE  TAKING  BARE  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  a  couple  of  days  last  week  on  the 
Wiltshire  Avon,  at  Downton,  spinning  for  pike,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  A.  C.  Baker,  of  the  Sporting  and  Dramatic. 
We  landed  from  the  boat,  to  pack  up,  at  the  point  agreed 
upon  for  the  trap  to  meet  us.  I  mide  a  long  final  cast  to 
clear  some  kinks  in  my  line,  and  the  bait  flew  off  into  a 
bed  of  reeds  on  the  opposite  side.  My  friend  and  the 
boatman,  who  were  at  my  side,  both  laughed  as  I  wound 
in  the  liue,  Nottingham  fashion.  When  the  hooks  were 
within  a  few  yards  of  where  I  stood,  there  came  a  sudden 
jerk,  and  I  struck,  thinking  it  was  a  weed.  But  it  proved 
to  be  a  pike,  which  was  safely  brought  to  gaff  and  killed 
with  the  bare  hooks  in  his  mouth.  Our  score  for  two  days 
numbered  thirteen  pike,  all  taken  spinning  with  roach  and 
dace.  Had  we  live  baited,  I  believe  this  number  would 
have  been  greatly  increased.  I  can  strongly  recommend 
the  "  Bull  Inn,"  at  Downton,  to  anyone  wanting  some 
pike  fishing.  Return  fare  from  Waterloo  13s.,  and  fishing 
ticket  2s.  6d.  per  day.  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent. 

FLY  FISHING  FOR  DACE  AND  CHUB  IN 
WINTER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  an  article  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  18,  Mr. 
Paul  Taylor  suggested  that  somebody  should  try  fly  fishing 
for  dace  and  chub  in  winter.  While  I  had  no  great  faith 
as  to  its  being  of  any  use,  I  tried  the  experiment  on  Dec. 
31,  with  both  wet  and  dry  fly,  on  a  stretch  of  shallowish 
water  in  Lincolnshire  well  supplied  with  those  fish.  The 
day  was  sunny,  and  decidedly  warm  for  the  time  of  year, 
the  water  very  slightly  coloured  and  only  some  3in.  above 
summer  level.  Two  hours'  hard  fishing  resulted  in  two 
rises  only  and  the  capture  of  one  misguided  dacelet.  As 
late  as  Nov.  20,  however,  I  took  twenty  decent  fish  in  a 
short  time  from  the  same  length  of  water,  and  on 
two  afternoons  late  in  September  forty  and  fifty-one 
respectively  ;  so  there  is  clearly  no  lack  of  fish.  It  is  just 
possible  that  dace  or  chub  in  a  grayling  stream  might  rise 
better  by  mere  force  of  example,  but  I  have  quite  sitisfied 
myself  as  to  their  being  "  off  "  in  winter  as  far  as  the  fly 
is  concerned,  at  any  rate  in  these  parts. 

Mr.  Taylor,  whom  I  have  met  on  ore  or  two  occasions, 
may  like  to  know  the  result  of  his  suggestion,  if  you  think 
this  of  sufiBcient  interest  to  print. — Faithfully  vours, 

  W.  J.  H. 


WHAT  IS  THE  YAWLING? 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  enlighten  me  on  the  natural 
history  of  a  small  fish  which  is  sometimes  found  in  large 
quantities  amongst  the  whitebait  taken  at  this  place 
(Leigh).  It  is  called  locally  "  Yawling "  (I  spell 
phonetic  illy),  and  although  opinion  is  divided  amongst  the 
fishermen  as  to  whether  the  whitebait  of  to-day  are  or  are 
not  the  fry  of  the  herring,  the  sprat,  and  other  sea  fish, 
they  are  unanimous  in  stating  that  the  yawliog  is  an 
adult  fish  of  a  totally  diffei'ent  species.  From  the  white- 
bait catchers  I  learn  that  the  yawling  spawns  in  July  and 
August,  and  that  during  those  months  large  numbers  of 
spawning  fish  are  taken.  There  is  another  point  besides 
the  variation  in  shape  as  comparfd  with  the  whitebait 
proper,  viz.,  yawling  are  almost  useless  .as  food.  "You 
might  just  as  well  fry  oak  chips  as  yawling,  they  are  so 
dry,"  said  an  old  fisherman  to  me  recently,  and  this 
seems  to  establish  at  cnce  a  great  difference  between  them 
and  the  oily  sprat  fry,  of  which  a  very  large  proportion  of 
Leigh  whitebait  undoubtedly  consists. 

If  a  dead  yawling  be  picked  up  by  his  tail,  his  entrails 
fall  through  his  gills,  or,  as  the  men  express  it,  "  he 
unbuttons  his  shirt  collar,"  and  this  peculiarity,  which  is 
not  found  in  the  herring  and  sprat,  seems  to  show  another 
difference.  Dr,  Day  ("  British  Fishes,"  Vol.  II  ,  p.  210) 
says  that  yawliog  and  britt  are  local  names  for  the  young 
of  the  herring ;  but  with  the  greatest  deference  to  so 
eminent  an  authority,  what  are  known  here  as  yawling  I 
venture  to  suggest  are  not  herrings  at  all. 

There  is  an  idea  prevalent  amongst  the  men  that  yawling 
are  hybrid  herrings  and  sprats ;  but  this,  I  submit,  is 
unlikely,  from  the  fact  that  herrings  spawn  on  the  ground, 
and  sprats  do  not. 

Any  hints  or  information  I  can  get  from  you  or  your 
readers  will  be  much  appreciated. 

While  on  the  subject  of  whitebait,  it  may  be  interesting 
to  note  that  a  whitebait  fisherman  of  forty-five  years' 
experience  told  me  recently  that  the  whitebait  cf  to-day 
are  quite  different  to  the  whitebait  of  thirty,  or  even 
twenty,  years  ago.  Then  the  whitebait  caught  between 
Greenwich  and  Gravesend  were  nearly  a,ll  the  fry  of  the 
smelt  ;  now  they  are  the  fry  of  anything,  principaOy,  say 
ninety  per  cent. ,  sprats. 

Then  whitebait  were  a  luxury ;  now  for  a  few  pence 
you  can  get  a  plate  of  so-called  whitebait  at  almost  any 
city  restaurant,  with  the  result  that  sooner  or  later  our 
sprat  and  herring  fishery  must  ba  seriously  damaged  by  the 
wholesale  destruction  of  the  immature  fry,  which  the 
demand  for  whitebait  entails. — Yours,  &c.    C.  Ht'SSEv. 

P.S. — Was  not  the  doubtful  Cliipea  alba  the  fry  of  the 
smelt  ?  _____ 

A  CONGER  ON  A  CASTLECONNELL. 
Dear  Sir, — The  following  re  ay  interest  some  of  your 
readers :  On  Aug.  20  last  I  was  fishing  for  cuddies!  with 
a  10ft.  spliced  Castleconrel  rod  of  Enright's,  from  a  high 
bridge  over  a  sea  estuary  in  the  west  of  co.  Donegal.  I 
was  using  a  fine  gut  paternoster,  baited  with  lug  worm. 
The  water  was  about  7ft.  deep,  and  very  clear.  I  siw  a 
conger  eel  push  his  head  out  frcm  among  the  stones  of 
the  bridge.  I  put  a  small  cuddie  on  one  of  the  hooks,  and 
lowered  it  down  to  him  ;  he  swallowe^T the  fish,  and  drew 
hia  head  into  the  hole.  After  a  bit  I  put  a  strain  on  to 
him,  and  cf  course  the  gut  broke.  I  put  on  another 
paternoster,  and  went  on  fishing.   After  a  bit  I  saw  his 


head  come  out  again.  I  took  off  the  gut,  and  fastened  a 
large  eyed  salmon  hook  on  to  the  reel  line,  which  was  one 
of  the  Manchester  Cotton  Company's.  I  put  a  sand 
esl  on  to  the  hook,  and  lowered  it  down  to  him.  He  took 
it  at  once,  and  drew  in  his  head.  A  lot  of  fishermen  were 
leaning  over  the  bridge,  and  they  said,  "  Now  he  will 
smash  up  your  rod."  I  kept  the  rod  doubled  np  in  him 
for  over  5min.,  when  I  saw  his  head  begin  to  show,  but 
he  gave  a  heavy  shake,  and  back  he  want.  After  about 
lOmin.  steady  pressure  I  got  his  head  and  half  his  body 
out,  when  again  he  got  back  into  the  hole.  At  last  I 
pulled  him  right  out,  and,  after  a  lot  cf  plunging  about,  I 
walked  along  the  wall  of  the  bridge  and  pulled  him  on  to 
a  sandbank.  Some  of  the  fishermen  had  got  down,  and 
they  soon  killed  him ;  he  weighed  SJlb.  I  think  it  was 
simply  wonderful  how  the  little  rod  did  not  get  smashed. 
I  have  killed  several  salmon  with  it,  but  never  before  gave 
it  such  hard  work.  It  just  shows  what  good  greenheart 
will  stand.— Yours  truly,  D.  J.  W.  Edwardes. 

P.S. — I  found  the  elastic  dodge  you  gave  me  last  year 
for  white  trout  fishing  in  the  sea  answer  very  well. 

REMOVABLE  SINKERS. 

Dear  Sir, — During  last  summer  you  kindly  inserted  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  some  letters  and  queries  of  mine  in 
reference  to  tackle  for  trout  fishing  with  worm,  creeper, 
&c.  My  last  letter  appeared  in  the  October  number, 
page  294,  signed  "  Enquirer,"  in  which  I  stated  that  I 
considered  that  Mr.  Anstiss,  of  23,  First-street,  S  W., 
had  pretty  well  solved  the  difficulty  I  was  in  by  his  ledger 
tackle  loop  arrangement  in  conjunction  with  additionil 
loose  perforated  shot. 

Since  then  I  have  been  in  correspondence  with  him,  with 
the  object  of  seeing  if  the  matter  could  be  still  further 
simplified,  and  the  results  are  that  he  has  made  single 
pear-shaped  leads  of  different  sizes  (four  in  all),  of  which  I 
inclose  you  samples.  By  carrying  a  few  of  these  in  the 
wa'stcoat  pocket  a  change  can  be  made  from  one  size  to 
another  with  very  little  loss  of  time,  and  without  fraying 
the  gut  of  the  main  line.  The  elongated  shape  is  hsi 
likely  to  hook  amongst  stones  at  the  bottom  than  rouid 
shot,  and  I  cannot  see  how  it  is  possible  to  improve  it. 

These  leads,  being  such  small  sizes,  are  very  troublesome 
to  make,  and  his  charge  is  Is.  per  dozen;  but  I  think  they 
will  be  found  to  be  a  great  boon  to  many  anglers  who  like 
simple  and  efiScient  tackle. — I  am,  yours,  &c., 

  ENquiBEE. 

THE  WHARFE,  BOLTON  WOODS. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  very  kindly  allow  me  to  ask 
through  your  columns  whether  good  sport  is  fairly  certain 
on  the  Bolton  Woods  length  of  the  Wharfe  in  April  ?  _  If 
any  brother  angler  who  has  tried  that  water  at  that  time 
of  year  will  give  me  the  benefit  of  his  experience  I  shall 
be  very  much  obliged,  both  to  him  and  to  you.  Also,  it 
any  other  Yorkshire  stream  is  distinctly  more  likely  at 
that  season,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  about  it.  With 
apologies  for  troubling  you. — Yours,  &c.,        W.J.  H. 


LED  BY  THE  NOSE. 
Sir, — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Dale  for  h's  nice, 
genial  letter,  and  for  his  very  interesting  experience. 
Like  all  sceptics,  I  am  but  too  delighted  to  yield  to  the 
logic  of  facts,  and  if  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  absolute 
blindness  of  that  trout  I  must  certainly  reconsider  the 
situation.    Could  there  be  anything,  though,  in  <;he  way 
of  an  undulatory  motion  communicated  to  the  medium  by 
the  introduction  of  a  foreign  matter  capable  of  creating  a 
mechanical  disturbance  which  made  itself  sensible  to  the 
organ  of  touch,  whatever  that  crgan  may  be  ?  Well, 
scarcely  perhaps.    Anyway,  the  incident  is  one  to  Ve 
borne  in  mind,  and  I'm  grateful  for  it.    And  why  should 
not  the  floating  insect  also  send  down  its  alluring  cdour  ':' 
There  is  a  trout  angler  of  Leigh 
Who  says  :  "  If  a  fish  cannot  see, 
Be  sure  when  it  rose 
It  is  led  by  its  nose. 
And  thus  finds  its  way  to  the  '  flee.'  " 

  MoNA. 


RIVERS  RE-STOCKING  FUND. 

Sir, — During  a  discussion  on  the  above  subject  the 
other  evening,  it  occarred  to  me  that  the  fund  would  be 
very  greatly  augmented  if  it  could  be  brought  more 
prominently  before  the  notics  of  the  large  number  of 
anglers  who  make  use  of  the  punts  for  their  sport,  more 
especially  those  who  only  go  angling  during  the  sutnmer 
months,  and  who,  I  feel  assured,  would  gladly  contribute 
towards  such  a  deserving  object  if  it  was  brought  under 
their  notice.  I  would  suggest  that  the  committee  have 
books  of  tickets  prmted  in  th<5  style  of  a  small  receipt, 
stating  the  object  it  is  for,  and  that  a  nominal  price,  say 
Is.,  be  on  them.    This  could  be  done  at  a  very  small  cost. 

These  books  could  be  issued  to  the  puntsmen,  who,  I  am 
Eure,  would  do  their  best  to  dispose  of  them  to  their 
customers,  which  would  not  be  a  very  difiioult  matter 
after  a  good  day's  sport,  and  I  think  that  the  spirit  of 
friendly  rivalry  would  make  them  try  who  could  dispose  of 
the  greatest  number  during  the  season. 

This  would  not  intei-fere  in  any  way  with  ti  e  good  work 
already  being  done  by  the  various  angling  preservation 
societies. 

Perhaps,  sir,  the  idea  is  old,  or  has  been  tried  lefore; 
if  so,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  of 
it.— Yours  truly,  A.  T.  Sherwood 

(Crown  and  Bnckland  Piscitorials). 


A  c  i  KiODS  effect  of  light  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  fish 
which  live  in  deep  waters,  where  the  light  cannot  penetrate, 
are  usually  dull  in  colour,  while  those  living  in  shallow 
water,  to  which  the  svtnlight.  has  free  access,  are  bright 
of  hue.  .    .     -  ^- 
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A  QUEER  DAY'S  FISHING. 


"  AN  OWRE  TRUE  TALE." 

There  are  fisli  stories  and  fish  stories.  The 
difficulty  is  to  know  which  is  truth  and  which 
imtnith,  and  this  is  increased  by  the  knowledge 
that  "  Truth  is  sti-anger  than  fiction." 

When  you  meet  with  a  genuine  fish  story,  do 
not  try  to  imitate  the  idiot  who,  having  always 
dined  off  mock  turtle  soup,  refused  to  believe  in 
the  reality  of  turtle  soup  proper,  served  up  at  an 
aldermanic  banquet,  observing,  that  "  He  was  not 
green,  even  if  the  fat  was." 

As  a  rule,  ordinary  mortals  swallow  fictitious 
fish  stories  by  the  bucket ;  yet,  when  a  genuine  one 
is  presented  to  them,  they  sniff  at  it,  and  sip  it,  as 
it  were,  from  a  liqueur  glass.  Emboldened  by  the 
possession  of  a  good,  sound  constitution,  and  a 
still  better  conscience,  I  my  tale  will  now  tell. 

It  was  the  month  of  May,  that  month  which 
makes  fishermen  and  fishes  "  gang  fair  daft "  with 
the  insane  desire  to  slay  and  to  be  slain ;  when 
youths  of  both  sexes  commit  voluntary  and  moral 
suicide  on  the  altar  of  matrimony,  and  live  to 
repent  their  folly  in  "  the  winters  of  their  dis- 
content," which  come  rather  more  frequently  than 
that  one^  May  month  did,  which  made  them  so 
infatuated  with  its  sun  and  flowers,  its  "  moon  " 
and  bowers,  and  all  its  glamour  of  unreality  and 
May-madness. 

Now,  it  was  in  this  very  month,  and  in  the  year 
1881,  thfit  the  writer  of  this  most  veracious  fish 


story  went  out  to  catch  fish,  and,  possessing  a 
large  soul,  he  meant  to  catch  large  fish.  "  None 
of  your  trash,"  said  he,  in  starting,  "  shall  grace 
my  basket ! " 

This  is  strictly  true,  for  "he"  was,  in  fact, 
myself.  I  am  an  old  hand  both  at  loch  and  river 
fishing  for  trout  and  for  salmon,  and  "I  have 
slain  my  thousands,"  and  not  only  verbally,  as  that 
dirty  little  snob,  Tom  Backery,  seemed  to  hint 
when  he  added,  "  And  with  the  same  weapon,  the 
jawbone  of  an  ass  ?  "  when  I  once  made  a  similar 
remark  in  his  presence !    No,  no ;  not  at  all ! 

I  was  tired  of  both  loch  and  river.  A  101b.  or 
121b.  trout,  or  a  30 lb.  or  401b.  salmon  (I  had 
grassed  dozens  such),  and  there  you  were !  One 
gets  sick  of  killing  small  fish,  don't  you  know ! 
So  I  had  decided  to  try  the  sea — the  open  sea. 
Armed  with  a  rod  of  enormous  strength,  but  of 
only  10ft.  in  length,  and  a  reel  capable  of  holding 
200yds.  of  unbreakable  silk  line,  I  sallied  forth  to 
conquer  or  to  die.  My  two  boatmen  were  men  of 
metal,  or  they  meant  to  be  before  they  let  me 
touch  terra  Jlrma  again,  for,  from  the  moment 
we  were  out  on  the  deep  to  the  hour  I  landed, 
they  did  literally  nothing  but  relieve  me  of  my 
superfluous  coins  by  one  pretext  or  the  other. 
They  cleaned  me  out  just  as  if  J  was  a  fish. 

I  had  previously  resolved  to  trust  to  some 
spinning  baits  of  my  own  invention,  which 
measured  8in.,  and  were  as  full  of  hooks  as  a 
herring  is  of  bones.  Slowly  we  trolled  along 
whilst  I  trolled  forth  some  ditty  with  a  flavour  of 
the  sea  about  it,  such  as  "The  Diver,"  when 
suddenly  I  saw  a  huge  wave  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  my  patent  invention,^  "  The  Giant  KiUer,"  and 
something  dived.! 

Oh,  the  agony  of  those  first  few  minutes,  when 
I  began  to  picture  myself  as  being  the  hero  of  the 
hour— the  De  ChaUlu  of  the  sea ! 

What  had  I  hooked  ?  Doubtless  some  rare 
fish,  some  fish  unknown  to  science.  My  heart 
beat  like  a  sledge  hammer,  and  my  tongue  clove 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth. 

Why  weary  you,  my  kind  readers,  with  the  dull 
details  of  "  an  owre  true  tale  ?  " 

The  fish  at  last  showed  itseK,  and — imagine  my 
disgust — it  was  only  a  sea  serpent  of  some  80yds. 
in  length. 

Now,  the  identity  of  the  sea  serpent  had  been 
established  long  ago,  and  it  was  quite  unnecessary 
to  catch  this  one  for  the  sake  of  science.  There 
he  went,  with  his  mouth  wide  open  and  a 
mane  like  that  of  a  horse,  whilst  he  ploughed  the 
mighty  ocean,  making  a  noise  like  the  screw 
propeller  of  a  huge  "  liner,"  I  following  in  its 
wake,  feeling  a  little  disgusted  at  the  turn  things 
had  taken,  when  suddenly  it  turned  and  came 
towards  us — mouth  more  open  than  ever — and  I 
began  to  think  it  was  going  to  swallow  us,  boat 
and  all — oh,  that  "  bad  five  minutes  !  "  However, 
it  passed  by,  whilst  I,  having  rapidly  wound  up 
much  of  my  line  and  recovered  my  presence  of 
mind,  whipped  out  my  large  knife  and  severed  my 
connection  with  the  vile  worm,  and  then,  sitting 
down  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  I  gave  way  to  my 
feelings  in  a  way  that  would  have  done  credit  to 
an  Australian  bullock  driver.  I  had  stUl  180yds. 
of  line  left,  and  every  inch  of  it  "  unbreakable." 

Another  patent  "  Giant  KUler"  being  attached 
— swivels  and  all — we  went  onwards  into  blue 
water. 

Now  and  then  a  bass  of  601b.,  or  a  cod 
of  401b.,  was  contemptuously  landed.  A  shark  of 
about  15ft.  gave  a  tolerably  good  r.un,.I  admit,  but. 
was  sOon  disposed  of. 

Things  were  getting  deuced  slow,  as  you  may 
guess,  when  we  stumbled  across  a  portion  of  our 
Channel  Squadron  apparently  at  practice.  There 
lay  one  gigantic  ironclad,  now  and  again  sending 
forth  a  cloud  of  smoke,  and  making  such  a  row 
that  I  began  seriously  to  think  of  taking  an  action 
against  the  commander  thereof  for  "  disturbing 
the  peace  of  Her  Majesty's  lieges." 

It  was  a  fine  sight  to  witness  the  45 -ton  guns 
sending  their  shells  within  a  foot  of  the  targets 
time  after  time,  and  sometimes  blowing  them 
into  the  middle  of  next  week — or  year  ! 

What  has  all  this  to  do  with  "  a  fish  story,"  I 
hear  some  impatient  fellow  ask  ?  All  in  good 
time,  my  friend. 

A  fleet  of  little  craft  seemed  to  rise  out  of  the 
sea  behind  us,  and  simultaneously  the  ironclad 
dropped  huge  nets,  held  out  by  booms,  all  around 
them,  and  the  quick-firing  guns  got  into  play. 

I  was  now  thoroughly  at  sea  in  every  sense  of 


the  word,  but  I  went  on  trolling  all  the  same. 
My  line  was  plucked  out  of  my  hand,  my  rod  bent 
to  the  water's  edge,  and  my  reel  (fortunately  one 
on  the  ball-bearing  principle,  used  in  my  trips 
amongst  the  tarpon  of  Florida  and  the  mahseer 
of  India)  sang  out  a  pretty  time  and  fairly 
"  hummed."  Mahseer  were  fools,  and  tarpon  cart- 
horses, to  this  racer  of  a  fish. 

■'  At  last,"  said  I.  "  I  have  hooked  the  great 
unknown,  so  soon  to  be  the  wonder  of  the  world, 
the  glory  of  the  British  Museum,  the  talk  of 
savants  and  of  fishermen  wherever  the  English 
language  is  spoken  (even  in  America) ! " 

In.  vain  I  give  it  "the  butt."  "But  me  no 
butts  "  it  seemed  to  say,  as  it  ploughed  the  mighty 
deep  at  sixty  miles  an  hour  or  more.  The  line 
became  exhausted,  but  I  still  held  on  with  line 
unbreakable  and  heart  undismayed.  And  now 
the  boat  tears  through  the  water  at  racing  pace. 
To  my  dismay  I  find  I  am  rushing  towards  that 
big  ironclad  ;  but  I  never  quail,  even  then,  being 
resolved  to  conquer  or  to  die.  We  near  the 
nettings,  my  line  slacks,  and  then  follows  a 
perfectly  indescribable  thing.  The  water  is 
churned  into  foam  by  the  sea  monster  I  had 
hooked.  We  dreaded  to  approach,  but  in  a 
moment  all  is  still. 

Then  I  recover  line ;  the  boat  rows  slowly  and 
cautiously  towards  the  netting,  into  which  my 
fish  had  plunged,  dead  beat  evidently. 

At  this  juncture  I  am  saluted  by  the  voice  of 
the  commanding  officer  from  the  bridge  of  the 
ironclad,  "  What  the  devil  are  you  about,  sir. 
Leave  that  fish-torpedo  alone,  and  be  hanged  to 
you ! " 

So  the  murder  was  out.  I  had  fouled  a  fish- 
torpedo,  uncharged,  of  course,  and  a  dummy.  It 
had  been  discharged  from  behind  us,'^  and  passing 
our  boat  towards  the  ironclad  which  it  was 
making  believe  to  desfaroy,  my  line  gob  entangled 
with  it.  So  I  had  once  more  to  use.my.knife,  and 
this  time  to  "  'bout  ship."  Thus  endeth  my  sad 
but  "  owre  true  tale."  E.  M.  Top. 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Presentation  to  Me.  W.  H.  Brougham. 


There  was  a  goodly  gathering  of  members  and 
friends  of  the  above  society  in  the  saloon  of  the 
club  at  the  Holbom  Restuarant,  on  Monday 
evening,  to  assist  at  the  presentation  of  a  testi- 
monial to  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  the  late  secretary 
of  the  Thames  Angling  Presei-vation  Society.  In 
addition  to  the  interest  attached  to  this  most 
interesting  function,  the  Entertainment  Com- 
mittee of  the  Piscatorial  Society  had  provided  an 
admirable  smoking  concert,  under  the  able  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Edward  Fairfield.  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  presided,  and  the 
first  part  of  the  musical  programme  having  been 
duly  canied  out,  Mr.  Brougham  entered  the  room, 
meeting  with  a  very  hearty  reception. 

The  Chairman,  on  rising,  said :  Gentlemen, — 
With  your  kind  permission,  I  should  like  to  give 
you  a  few  particulars  respecting  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  and  the  work  done 
in  connection  with  it  by  our  guest  this  evening, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham. 

I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  this  year  1898  is  not 
the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  At 
.  any. . jate,  your  .Bociety  _was  ..welLjsfitablisheJLand . 
held  a  high  position  in  the  angling  world  long 
before  the  Field  newspaper  was  bom,  in  1853 ;  and 
a  few  years  later,  namely,  in  December,  1858,  I 
find  the  following  reference  to  it  in  the  columns 
of  the  Field  ■ 

"The  Piecatorial  Society  held  their  annual  festrve 
meeting  on  Monday  last,  at  the  club-room.  Palace  Stores, 
Pall  Mall.  The  chair  was  filled  by  one  of  the  mcst  expert 
anglers  of  the  day,  Mr.  H.  Lnpton.  Tha  viee-chair  was 
filled  by  another  experienced  angler,  Mr.  Thomas  Bos- 
worth,  of  fly  fishing  celebrity.  The  compmy  consisted  of 
some  of  the  most  scientific  anglers  of  the  day.  Several 
club  prizes  were  won,  and,  take  the  whole  season,  it  has 
been  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  club  for  m»ny 
years." 

At  the  time  this  highly  complimentary  reference 
to  the  position  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  was  pub- 
lished, just  forty  years  ago,  several  members  of 
the  society  were  also  members  of,  and  took  the 
greatest  interest  in,  the  Thames  Angling  Pre- 
sei-vation Society;  and  I  belijve  that  this  intimate 
connection  between  these  important  bodies'  has 
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continued  down  to  the  present  time,  and  Mr. 
Brougham  is,  I  believe,  your  oldest  honorary 
member. 

Although  the  origin  of  the  Piscatorial  Society 
is  lost  in  the  mists  of  antiquity,  we  know  that 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  was 
established  in  the  year  1838,  so  that  it  this  year 
celebrates  its  Diamond  Jubilee,  and  I  am  sure  we 
all  hope  that  it  may  continue  in  future  to  do  as 
good  work  as  it  has  done  in  the  past,  and  that 
the  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  in  the  year  1959, 
may  be  able  to  say  what  Mr.  Francis  Francis  said 
in  1859  in  that  paper  : 

"  The  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  is  by  far 
the  largest  society  of  its  kind  in  England,  and  the  parent 
indeed  of  almost  every  other  ;  we  recognise  most  cheer- 
tally  its  utility,  and  render  it  all  the  credit  which  is  due 
to  it." 

This  was  the  position  of  the  society  in  the  early 
days  of  Mr.  Brougham's  connection  with  it ;  and 
if  you  follow  its  history,  recorded  in  the  Field 
for  the  past  forty  years  or  more,  you  will  invari- 
ably find  its  work  referred  to  in  the  same 
complimentary  way. 

But  you  will  also  find  another  thing,  and  that 
is,  that  when  Mr.  Brougham  began  his  work  for 
the  Thames,  poaching  with  nets  and  illegal  fish- 
ing of  all  kinds  was  carried  on  pretty  freely. 
You  will  find  that  in  some  seasons  more  than 
twenty  convictions  were  obtained  by  the  society, 
and  that  complaints  about  illegal  netting  con- 
stantly appeared  in  the  Field. 

Of  late  years  it  may  with  truth  be  said  that 
wholesale  poaching  with  nets  in  that  portion  of 
the  river  preserved  by  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  has  been  almost  unknown. 
And  who  killed  poaching  on  the  Thames  ?  Well, 
gentlemen,  I  think  you  have  only  to  wade  through 
the  columns  of  the  Field  and  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  I  will  venture  to  say  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  it  was  onr  old  friend  W.  H.  Brougham. 
(Cheers.)  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  claim  for 
Mr.  Brougham  that  he  alone  had  done  this, 
because  he  could  not  have  done  it  without 
the  support  and  advice  of  such  men  as 
the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Spreckley,  Mr.  Alfred 
Nuthall,  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  have 
worked  so  well  with  him  at  different  times ; 
but  unquestionably  the  brunt  of  continuous  work 
for  nearly  forty  years  has  fallen  to  Mr. 
Brougham. 

As  anglers,  I  need  not  tell  you  that  river 
poachers  are  not  the  most  amiable  of  men  to  meet 
on  a  dark  night  near  the  river  when  you  have 
been  the  means  of  bringing  hundreds  of  them 
before  the  magistrates  for  punishment.  I  consider 
that  it  required  no  little  personal  courage  on  Mr. 
Brougham's  part  to  carry  out  his  regular  work  on 
the  river,  and  to  be  continually  applying  for  con- 
victions against  poachers  and  paying  no  attention 
to  their  threats.  At  any  rate,  I  am  sure  it  must 
often  have  been  a  source  of  anxiety  to  that  good 
lady  who  has  for  so  many  years,  as  some  poet 
says,  "  Halved  his  sorrows  and  doubled  his  joys." 

You  are  aware  that  Mr.  Brougham,  who  is  over 
eighty  years  of  age  (Mr.  Bi-ougham :  "  Nearly 
eighty  "),  retired  last  year  from  the  position  he 
so  long  and  honourably  held — that  of  secretary  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 

I  have  known  him  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and 
for  twenty  years  have  borne  testimony  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  to  the  good  work  he  has  done,  so 
that  when  I  was  asked  by  the  committee  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  if  I  would 
take  the  matter  of  this  testimonial  in  hand,  I 
accepted  with  great  pleasure,  though  feeling  at 
the  same  time  that  the  committee  might  have 
made  a  much  better  selection. 

I  also  felt  that  to  start  a  subscription  list  of 
any  kind  in  the  Diamond  Jubilee  year  was  like 
fishing  an  overbaited  Thames  barbel  swim  in 
August.  (Laughter.)  But  I  do  not  believe  in 
putting  off  fishing  on  account  of  the  weather,  so 
I  concocted  some  ground-bait  to  bring  the  oof 
fish  together,  made  up  of  the  following  mixture  : 

"  Brougham's  Babies." 

It  is  hardly  necessai-y  to  remind  you  that  this 
was  Francis  Francis's  happy  title  for  the  millions 
of  undersized  fish  in  the  Thames — a  pretty  big 
family — whose  slaughter  was  stopped  by  Mr. 
Brougham's  exertions. 

Then  I  put  into  the  mixture  tons  of  fine  Thames 
fish  saved  through  Mr.  Brougham's  action  in 
netting  the  ditches  after  Thames  floods — an  idea 
entirely  due  to  him. 


Then  I  worked  in  poaching  and  illegal  and 
unfair  fishing  on  the  Thames,  including  snatch- 
ing, trailing,  night-lining,  &c.,  practically  put  an 
end  to.  Then  to  make  the  ground- bait  sink  in 
still  better,  I  added  many  tons  of  fine  fish  put 
into  the  Thames  from  reservoirs  and  other  waters, 
and  other  similar  good  work  done  by  Mr. 
Brougham. 

When  this  excellent  and  perfectly  genuine 
ground-bait  had  been  distributed  by  means  of 
notices  of  it  in  the  angling  Press  by  Mr.  Senior, 
Mr.  Crumplen,  Mr.  A.  C.  Matthews,  Mr.  G.  E. 
Simms,  and  others,  including  ttie  Fislnng  Gazette, 
I  found  my  creel  begin  to  get  heavy,  and 
eventually  I  had  to  record  the  capture  of  a  net 
weight — not  "  gross  weight  "  (Mr.  Bi-ougham  led 
the  example  in  abolishing  that) — a  net  weight  of 
150  poimds,  of  what  the  "  Pink  'Un  "  calls  "  oof- 
fish,"  a  golden  colour,  ranging  from  a  quarter 
to  five  and  a  quarter  pounds.  (Laughter.) 

As  these  captures  have  all  been  acknowledged 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as  well  as  direct  to  the 
sender,  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  up  your  time  by 
reading  the  list,  which  I  have  here  for  Mr. 
Brougham. 

The  exact  amount  received  by  me  was 
£153  8s.  6d.  The  expenses  of  printing  postages, 
&c.,  amount  to  £4  3s.  4d.,  £3  of  which  have 
been  charged  to  the  fund,  leaving  a  balance 
of  £150  5s.  6d.  for  Mr.  Brougham,  an  amount 
which  I  think,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Brougham  will 
think,  very  satisfactory — not  so  much  from  the 
money  value  as  for  the  hearty  good  wishes  which 
accompanied  it  from  anglers  of  all  classes 
interested  in  the  Thames.  (Cheers.) 

On  behalf  of  Mr.  Brougham  and  myself  I  must 
specially  thank  the  members  and  committee  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society  for  so  handsomely  support- 
ing the  fund,  and  for  so  kindly  allowing  the 
presentation  to  take  place  at  one  of  the  most 
important  functions  of  the  Piscatorial  year. 

Mr.  Marston  then  made  the  presentation  of  a 
purse  with  £150. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  whose  rising  to  respond 
was  the  signal  for  an  outburst  of  cheering,  said : 
Mr.  Marston  and  Gentlemen, — I  am  not  going  to 
occupy  very  much  of  your  time  to-night  in 
accepting  this  testimonial.  First  of  all  let  me 
offer  my  very  best  thanks  to  my  good  friend,  Mr. 
Marston,  for  bringing  it  to  such  a  very  grand 
result — a  result  which  has  exceeded  my  fondest 
anticipations.  I  have  also  to  thank  one  and  all  of 
those  who  have  so  kindly  and  liberally  contributed 
to  it,  and  I  am  very  pleased  that  this  presentation 
has  been  made  to-night  under  the  aiispices  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  of  which  I  believe  I  am  not 
only  its  oldest  honorary  member,  but  have  been 
its  guest  for  thirty-five  years,  and,  with  one 
exception,  I  have  attended  all  its  annual  banquets. 
There  was  a  time  when  I  was  in  great  request 
among  the  angling  clubs  in  attending  their 
banquets,  either  as  a  guest,  or  presiding  at  their 
dinners  and  other  gatherings,  and  I  have  the 
reputation  given  me  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  oi 
being  the  hero  of  500  dinners,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  Gazette  is  in  error.  I  Lave  no  intention  to- 
night of  referring  to  the  past  work  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  which  Mr.  Marston 
has  referred  to  in  his  speech  ;  but  I  must  say 
that  what  work  I  have  carried  on  for  that  society, 
I  have  done  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to 
myself,  and  I  hope  with  profit  to  others.  In 
regard  to  this,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  ieeling 
in  my  own  mind  that  I  have  faithfully  and 
honestly  done  my  duty  in  the  interests  and  on 
behalf  of  every  class  of  angler.  (Cheers.)  And 
next  to  this  feeling  of  satisfaction  stands  this 
splendid  recognition  which  you  have  offered  me 
to-night,  and  for  which  I  very  heartily  thank  you. 
As  I  said,  I  am  not  going  to  refer  at  any  length 
to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society — 
my  dear  old  society,  which  I  shall  always  love 
and  venerate — further  than  to  say  I  hope 
it  will  go  on  and  prosper,  and  be  better 
supported  by  the  anglers  of  the  present  day, 
and  by  the  angling  clubs  in  London,  than  it 
has  been  in  the  past.  (Applause.)  I  believe  that 
in  my  old  ancestral  county  my  name  is  there 
spoken  of  in  veiy  short  words  —  Broom. 
(Laughter.)  I  will  apply  that  to  my  old  society 
by  saying  that  I  hope  the  new  "  broom "  will 
sweep  better  and  cleaner  than  the  old  bi'oom. 
(Laughter  and  cheers.)  You  must  bear  in  mind, 
and  I  say  it  in  no  spirit  of  criticism,  that  it  was 
under  the  old  broom  very  many  of  the  offences 


and  evils  which  affected  the  river  have  been 
literally  swept  away.    It  is  somewhat  remarkable 
in  connection  with  this  presentation  to-night— I  : 
refer  now  to  the  first  one  given  to  me  twenty- 
seven  years  ago — I  received  in  money  exactly  the  ; 
same  sum.    I  shall  not  occupy  your  time  very 
much  longer,  because,  although  I  am  not  exactly 
eighty — I  am  just  on  the  borders  of  eighty — I  am 
seventy-nine.     I  will  say  one  word  to  you  as 
anglers,  and  wish  you  all  a  successful  year,  and 
may  many  of    you    have    good    tight    lines. . 
(Applause.)    My  heart  is  as  full  as  it  can  be,  and 
I  can  only  say  once  more,  in  conclusion,  I  thank 
you  for  the  very  kind  expression  to-night  of  your 
feelings  for  my  past  services  in  the  intei'ests  of, 
angling. 

Sir.  B.  Foreman  (hon.  treasurer  Piscatorial 
Society)  mentioned  that  it  had  been  proposed  to . 
present  the  prizes  won  during  the  past  year  that 
night,  but  owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances 
this  could  not  be  done.  He  trusted  that  they 
would  be  in  a  position  to  award  them  at  the 
annual  dinner  on  March  7  next.  He  had  attended 
with  great  pleasure  the  interesting  presentation 
to  Mr.  Brougham.  It  was  a  very  eventful 
ceremony,  and  must  have  been  gratifying  to  their 
old  friend,  whom  he  (the  speaker)  knew  many 
years  before  he  became  a  member  of  the  Pisca- 
toi-ial  Society.  The  present  gathering  was  one  of 
those  happy  meetings  amongst  gentlemen  fond  of 
fishing,  where  they  were  able  to  show  the  amount 
of  pleasure  they  derived  from  seeing  old  friends 
like  Mr.  Brougham,  who  had  done  his  very  best 
for  the  benefit  of  all  anglers,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest.  (Applause.) 

The  proceedings  shortly  afterwards  closed  with 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 


CONCERNING  COCKLES. 


Perhaps  one  of  these  days  there  will  arise  a 
great  and  wise  philosopher  who  will  give  to  the 
world  a  learned  treatise  on  the  philosophy  of 
food,  to  explain  why  certain  dishes,  at  one  time 
favourites  with  the  highest  in  the  land,  should 
have  either  disappeared  from  our  tables  or  fallen 
in  repute  so  that  now  they  are  only  to  be  found 
in  the  humblest  homes. 

I  have  before  me  the  bill  of  fare  (there  were  no 
menus  in  those  days)  of  a  nobleman's  banquet  of 
200  years  ago.  It  comprises  some  strange  and 
curious  dishes.  What,  for  instance,  would  be 
thought  nowadays  of  Farc'd  Cocks-combs,  Dowlet 
pye,  a  Salamongundy,  or  a  Gallimanfrey ;  but 
there  were  many  other  items  which  sound 
strangely  to-day— thirty-two  in  all.  The  "  boiled 
pheasants "  were  flanked  with  roasted  lobsters 
and  roasted  cockles. 

In  these  days,  after  such  a  Gargantuan  repast, 
there  would  certainly  be  a  probability  that  the 
digestions  of  the  degenerate  descendants  of  those 
mighty  trenchermen  would  require  "  Cockles " 
— not  the  merry  little  mollusc  of  which  I  write, 
but  the  anti-bilious  pills  of  that  ilk._  But  what- 
ever the  cause  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  the 
cockle  has  gone  out  of  fashion.  You  may  look  in 
vain  for  him  at  the  Cafe  Royal,  the  menus  of  the 
Metropole  know  him  not,  if  you  wish  for  him  at  the 
Lord  Mayor's  banquets  you  must  take  him  there 
with  you ;  in  fact,  "  smart "  people  will  have  none 
of  him,  and  if  you  feel  a  desire  for  a  feed  of 
cockles  you  must  go  down  "  the  Cut,"  or  some 
other  unfashionable  street,  where  the  itinerant 
cockle  vendor  plies  his  trade,  and  for  a  modest 
copper  any  who  are  not  too  hyper-sensitive  to 
enjoy  the  dainty  morsel  coram  piMico,  will  be 
furnished  with  a  small  saucer  full,  and  no  extra 
charge  for  vinegar. 

But  with  all  this,  cockle  boiling,  as  the  trade  is 
termed,  provides  a  living  all  round  our  coasts 
for  a  large  number  of  hard  working  men. 
Wherever  there  is  a  good  sandy  bottom,  there  the 
cockle  is  to  be  found.  At  Leigh,  in  Essex,  on  the 
estuary  of  the  Thames,  a  large  trade  is  done  in 
them,  both  with  the  neighbouring  town  of  South- 
end, where  they  are  sold  pickled  and  fresh  to  the 
thousands  of  day  trippers  who  favour  that  popular 
resort,  and  with  London  and  other  large  towns 
where  the  pickled  cockle  is  practically  unknown. 

The  Leigh  cockles  mostly  come  from  the 
Kentish  shore,  from  the  Medway,  whence  they 
are  brought  by  boats,  and,  aa  a  huntsman  would 
say,  a  "  scratch  pack "  these  same  boats  aret 
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There  is  a  superannuated  lifeboat,  discarded 
bawleys,  and  many  other  vai-ieties.  The  cockles, 
on  arrival,  are  emptied  out  on  to  the  shore  and 
left  until  wanted,  the  tide  flowing  over  them  and 
keeping  them  alive  and  fat. 

They  are  carefully  raked  over  from  time  to 
time,  and  then  when  required  are  fetched  in  pails 
to  the  boilers.  My  fii-st  photogi-aph  shows  a  lad 
with  his  pail  and  basket  (carried  on  a  milkman's 
yoke)  actually  employed  on  this  work.  In  the 
background  is  a  typical  speci  men  of  a  cockle  boiling 


cockles  are  conveyed  from  the  shore  to  the 
boilers.  Packed  in  baskets  the  cooked  cockles  are 
despatched  to  their  destination. 

Cockle  shells, .  of  which  of  course  there  are 
immense  quantities,  were  formerly  waste  products, 
and  they  had  some  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of 
them.  The  "  contrary  Mary  "  of  our  childhood  may 
have  used  a  few,  in  conjunction  with  "  silver  bells 
and  pretty  maids,"  for  decorative  purposes  in  her 
garden,  but  otherwise  there  was  no  use  for  them. 
Now  this  is  altered,  the  shells  are  valuable  :  they 
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A  Cockle  Boiling  Shed. 
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shed,  built  on  the  hull  of  an  old  bawley.  In  the 
foreground  are  heaps  of  cockle  shells,  the  boy's 
pail  and  baskets  are  full  of  live  cockles,  and  the 
boat  is  one  of  those  employed  in  the  trade.  In 
the  boiling  shed  vdll  be  found  a  copper  in  which 
the  cooking  is  done. 

For  the  second  photogi-aph  I  got  together  a 
group  of  the  men  employed  in  cockle  boiling,  and 
fine  sturdy  fellows  they  are.  Each  man  is 
carrying  one  of  the  tools  of  his  trade.  The  lad 
on  the  right  has  the  small  nets  in  which  the 


are  broken  up  and,  mixed  with  asphalte  or  cement, 
form  the  capital  paving  for  garden  paths  and 
street  side-walks,  with  which  we  are  all  familiar. 

But  after  all,  the  cockle  is  not  to  be  despised, 
humble  as  he  is.  One  of  the  reasons  that  he  is  so 
little  thought  of  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  fact  that 
ideas  of  cooking  him  begin  and  finish  with  boiling 
and,  the  still  more  objectionable,  pickling.  By 
neither  process  do  we  get  the  cockle  at  his  best. 

Cockle  soup  is  excellent ;  stewed  in  the  same 
manner  as  mussels  or  eels,  the  cockle  is  delicious  ; 
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A  Group  of  Cockle  Boilers. 
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cockles  are  cooked.  The  live  cockles  are  put  into 
these  nets,  and  they  are  then  dipped  into  the 
boiling  Uquor.  As  soon  as  the  shells  open  the 
process  is  finished,  and,  the  nets  being  removed, 
the  cockles  are  taken  from  the  shells,  washed  to 
free  them  from  sand,  and  packed  in  the  flat 
basket  to  be  seen  in  the  centre  of  the  pictui-e. 
The  man  on  the  left  is  holding  a  sieve  used  for 
washing  purposes,  and  the  man  in  the  centre 
wearing  a  white  jumper  is  carrying  on  the  yoke, 
above  alluded  to,  the  pails  in  which  the  live 


and  as  a  siibstitute  for  mussels,  oysters,  or 
shrimps,  cockle  sauce  is  a  most  welcome  accom- 
paniment to  cod  or  turbot,  and  in  this  respect  he 
will  run  anyone  of  them  close.  Fried,  the  cockle 
makes  a  tasty  dish ;  but,  undoubtedly,  the  way  to 
cook  him  is  to  escallop  him,  that  is,  cook  him  in 
the  same  way  as  escallops,  and  serve  him  hot  on 
escallop  shells.  There  are  other  ways;  but  in 
fancy  I  hear  the  editorial  remonstrance  that  the 
Fishing  Gazette  is  not  a  cookery  book.  In 
my  mind's  eye  there  is  a  vision  of  a  certain 


ruthless  blue  pencil  I  wot  of  poised  aloft 
ready  to  pounce  on  my  "  copy,"  and  so  the  matter 
must  be  left  for  individual  experiment,  and  our 
humble  friend  is  worth  experimenting  with. 

There  are  cockles,  too,  of  other  kinds  besides 
the  little  mollusc.  There  are  the  "cockles  of 
your  heart,"  which  sometimes  require  "warming  "; 
there  are  the  pills  above  referred  to;  there  are  the 
Berwick  cockles,  beloved  of  the  youth  of  the 
Border  town,  lollipops  so  sweet  and  so  strong 
that  a  whiff  of  their  peppermint  flavouring  will 
go  through  a  brick  wall  as  easily  as  a  Rontgen 
ray  ;  and  many  others  ;  but  if  any  of  my  fellow 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  are  tempted  by 
this  paper  to  give  the  cockles  of  the  sea  a  trial, 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  written  will  have 
been  accomplished.  Charles  Hussey. 


SPRING  ANGLING  QUARTERS. 

There  appears  to  be  no  falling  off  in  the 
deniand  for  early  salmon  angling  waters,  in  spite 
of  the  adverse  nature  of  the  past  season  or  two. 
In  fact,  the  demand  is  all  the  other  way,  and  the 
competition  is  now  so  keen  for  any  well  established 
salmon  reach  that  it  seldom  or  ever  comes  into 
the  market,  or  is  long  without  a  tenant  if  it  does. 
It  is  a  common  practice,  indeed,  to  "  bespeak  " 
what  may  be  termed  first  class  waters,  i.e.,  those 
which  have  acquired  an  established  reputation,  as 
either  spring,  summer,  or  autumn  reaches,  years 
in  advance,  and  especially  so  in  regard  to  autumn 
beats,  which  are  much  more  in  demand  than 
either  spring  or  summer  waters.  This  rush  for 
autumn  quarters  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
ranks  of  sportsmen  are  augmented  at  that  season 
of  the  year  by  the  annually  increasing  host  of 
city  magnates  and  such  like  let  loose  for  their 
annual  airing,  who  troop  north  to  Scotland,  all 
sportsmen  for  the  nonce,  and  anglers  after  the 
manner  born.  The  ranks  of  the  summer  angler 
are  also  augmented  in  a  like  fashion,  although 
not  to  the  same  degree ;  but  the  spring  angler  has 
the  field  all  to  himself.  His  competitors  are 
enthusiasts  like  himself,  whose  chief  business  in 
life  it  is  to  angle  for  salmon,  who  is  vastly 
disappointed  should  his  prospects,  from  any 
foreseen  or  unforeseen  cause,  be  blighted,  and  his 
time  and  money  misspent. 

The  early  spring  angler  belongs  to  either  of 
two  classes.  Those  who  devote  the  whole  of  their 
time  to  the  art,  and  those  who  do  not,  but  are 
content  with  a  month  or  two  months  in  the 
season,  and  again  back  to  business  or  other 
kindred  calls  when  once  they  have  spent  them- 
selves, and  begin  to  tire  of  the  sport. 

As  regards  the  former  class,  they  were  once  the 
most  numerous,  and  included  the  very  best  and 
most  successful  of  the  past  generations  of  salmon 
anglers.  They  were  the  leisured  class,  with  whom 
angling  was  a  real  pastime.  They  were  never  "  in 
a  hurry  "  either  to  get  to  the  water  or  to  leave  it 
when  once  there.  They  usually  either  held  the 
water  as  proprietors  or  as  tenants  on  a  long  lease, 
and  did  everything  they  could  for  its  preserva- 
tion, both  for  their  own  sakes  and  their 
neighbours.  They  still  exist  with  all  the 
honoured  traditions,  and  can  be  counted  by  the 
round  dozen  either  as  angling  proprietors  _  or 
lessees,  although  they  are  not  now  in  the  majority. 
Running  in  our  mind's  eye  up  the  Dee,  we  have 
examples  of  the  first  water  of  angling  proprietors 
ia  Sir  W.  Cunliff  Brooks,  Bart,  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  Sir  Allan  Mackenzie,  and,  may  we  add. 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  who  took  a  keen  interest 
ia  the  sport  in  her  earlier  years,  and  who.  although 
she  may  not  be  reckoned  among  lady  anglers,  yet 
is  a  liberal  patron,  not  only  to  those  about  her 
court,  but  to  the  officers  and  men  of  her  guard  of 
honour  stationed  at  Ballater,  and  to  any  others 
sojourning  within  her  domains.  We  have  a 
personal  experience  of  Her  Majesty's  kindness 
in  this  respect  (although,  personally,  Her  Majesty 
was  not  in  it — only  her  general  wish  and  instruc- 
tions to  others  being  respected),  for  we  once  spent 
two  weeks  on  the  Birkhall  and  Balmoral  waters, 
and  were  made  welcome  to  all  we  could  get  and 
the  personal  attendance  of  a  gillie  into  the 
bargain.  It  was  in  July,  the  water  was  at  dead 
summer  level,  and  an  exceptionally  low  one  to 
boot,  and  our  basket  was  small— two  91b.  salmon, 
somewhat  potted— but  then  the  trout,  and  such  = 
trout !  We  did  not  believe  the  Dee  carried  trout 
till  then  ;  but,  like  everywhere  else,  they  are  not 
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to  be  got  now  in  the  same  numbers,  nor  of  the 
same  weights,  so  freely. 

Then,  of  anglintf  lessees,  there  is  the  genial  old 
hand,  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  than  whom  a  better 
angler,  and  gentleman  to  boot,  never  lifted  rod, 
unless  it  were  his  friend  and  neighbour,  the  late 
Mr.  Wm.  F.  Watson,  who  so  long  and  so  success- 
fully fished  the  Woodend  waters,  and  who  only 
lately  extended  his  boundaries  by  adding  the 
Commonty  section,  in  order  that  he  might  have 
a  cast  for  himself  and  a  friend  whatever  like  the 
size  of  the  river  might  be,  and  who  was  hardly  a 
day  without  someone  or  another  of  the  angling 
fraternity,  not  so  happily  circumstanced  as  him- 
self in  a  share  of  this  world's  goods,  enjoying  his 
hospitality  and  his  rods. 

But  why  mvdtiply  cases  P  On  all  our  streams 
nearly  we  have  our  Sir  Arthur  Grants  and  our 
Dukes  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  anglers  of  the 
old  school,  and  the  best  school  after  all ;  liberal 
patrons  of  the  art,  who  are  never  so  well  pleased 
as  when  they  hear  of  those  about  them  or 
dependent  on  them  sharing  their  joys,  a  common 
joy  to  both.  "  One  touch  of  Nature  makes  us 
wondrous  kin,"  and  no  touch,  in  whatever  realm 
of  sport  it  may  be,  can  compare  with  that  of  the 
rod.  The  piry  is  that  this  class  is  not  in  the 
majority  still ;  but  we  fear  the  commercial  spirit 
of  the  age  will  be  too  much  for  old  traditions 
some  of  these  days,  and  we  will  waken  up  to  find 
the  last  of  them  gone. 

The  other  class  of  spring  anglers  are  those  who 
can,  or  who  do,  afEord  only  a  limited  time  at  the 
riverside.  They  are  by  far  the  most  numerous, 
and  are  a  constantly  growing  class.  They  may 
not  be  in  business,  and  they  may;  but  at  best 
they_  only  allow  themselves  a  certain  time  for 
angling,  or  it  may  be  a  certain  time  on  a  certain 
water.  For  them  the  prospects  of  the  season  are 
of  the  utmost  value,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to 
arrange  their  advent  so  as  to  make  the  most  of 
their  time.  The  maximum  of  sport  with  the 
minimum  of  patience  and  labour  is  their  motto. 
Money  is  no  immediate  object.  Sport  is  wanted, 
and  that  with  up-to-date  dispatch,  and  of  the 
very  best  quality. 

They  take  a  spring  water  either  alone  or  as  a 
member  of  a  syndicate,  and  ballot  or  otherwise 
arrange  for  their  chances.    The  syndicate  com- 
bination is  that  most  in  favour  at  present — a 
development  of  recent  years,  and  one  likely  to  be 
much  more  heard  of  in  future  than  it  has  been  in 
the  past.    If  money  can  accomplish  the  end  in 
view,  the  syndicate  has  the  best  chance  of  it  in 
the  long  run,  as  long  as  they  can  hold  together. 
We  heard,  only  the  other  day,  of  an  offer  made  to 
a  Deeside  proprietor  of  almost  double  what  he  is 
now  getting  for  his  section  from  three  separate 
tenants  by  a  gentleman  on  behalf  of  such  a 
syndicate  as  we  allude  to.    Their  object  is  not 
commercial,  but  purely  and  simply  to  provide 
good  sporting  waters  for  themselves.    The  offer 
was  a  tempting  one,  and  had  it  been  made  to  a 
factor  it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  closed 
with ;  but  the  proprietor  in  question  had  a  con- 
science, or  humane  side  to  his  nature,  as  well  as  a 
business   one,  and  has  meantime  declined  the 
overture  of  the  syndicate  out  of  respect  to  the 
feelings  of  at  least  two  of  his  tenants,  who  have 
held  the  water  for  a  number  of  years  back.  How 
long  he_  may  hold  out,  however,  against  such 
temptation  it  is  hard  to  say,  and,  even  as  it  is, 
it  means  a  rise  of  rental  to  the  sitting  lessees 
sooner  or  later. 

It  is  very  important  in  taking  spring  angling 
quarters  to  get  the  best  and  most  reliable  local 
information  possible,  and  from  some  one  on  the 
spot  or  who  has  been  on  the  spot.     There  are 
waters  and  waters,  and  what  is  considered  a  good 
water  at  one  period  of  the  season  may  prove  but  a 
very  indifferent  one  at  another.    Or  again,  a 
reach  of  the  river  which  might  yield  excellent  sport 
m  an  open  season,  when  the  fish  are  at  liberty  to 
push  up,  may  be  quite  barren  of  fresh  fish  in  a 
season  of  an  opposite  character,  although  both 
reaches  may  be  truthfully  enough  described  from 
an  agent's  point  of  view  as  excellent  salmon 
waters,  and  even  a  list  of  past  successes  shown 
that  may  tempt  the  most  modern  of  Solomon's  to 
make  the  plunge,  and  take  it.    Successes  in  past 
seasons  are  no  criterion  unless  the  natures  of 
such  seasons  are  similar,  and  local  circumstances 
much  about  the  same.    Salmon   are  not  like 
grouse.    The  probable  basket  has  no  parallel  in 
the  probable  bag.    Of  course  we  do  not  mean  to 


say  that  past  chances  may  not  be  a  factor  in  the 
letting  of  salmon  waters;  but  they  should  only 
be  taken  as  a  general  index  of  the  character  of 
the  pools  for  holding  fish,  and  no  more.  This 
may  seem  superfluous,  but  when  the  apparent 
ignorance  of  some  lessees  as  to  the  simplest  facts 
pertaining  to  the  nature  of  the  salmon — the  shifty 
nature  we  may  call  it — is  taken  into  account,  it 
will  be  apology  enough  for  mentioning  the  matter 
here.  Some  time  ago  a  colonial  gentleman,  just 
home,  took  the  spring  fishing  on  an  important 
middle  section  of  the  Dee.  The  keeper  waited 
patiently  his  arrival.  Days  passed,  very  anxious 
days  to  the  keeper,  as  the  pools  were  then 
teeming  with  fish,  and  the  chances  were  that 
they  would  aU  go  off  with  the  first  rise 
in  the  river,  and  it  might  be  weeks  before 
another  such  run  would  make  its  appearance. 

The  keeper  kept  lamenting  the  absence  of  his 
lord  and  master.  He  had  no  orders  to  fish  ;  in 
fact,  he  had  no  material  to  fish  with,  as  his  stuff 
had  all  been  packed  up  and  sent  off  with  his  late 
master's.  The  people  on  the  other  side  were 
getting  three,  four,  and  five  fish  daily,  and  they 
had  the  least  prolific  "  lies  "  to  fish  over.  At  last 
he  wrote  to  "  headquarters."  urging  him  either  to 
come  down  or  to  send  orders,  and  he  would  fish 
the  water  and  send  him  on  the  fish.  He  got  his 
orders  by  return.  It  was  an  open  post-card, 
something  like  the  following  "  Mr.  Smith  desires 
Gill  to  strictly  preserve  his  water,  and  reserve  the 
fish  in  the  pools  till  his  arrival,  in  probably  three 
weeks  or  so,  as  he  is  bringing  some  friends  with 
him,  and  would  wish  them  to  get  all  the  sport 
when  they  come  down." 

When  Gill  got  that  card  aU  he  could  say  was 
"Damn,"  and  conjured  up  in  his  mind  what  a 
softy  he  was  to  serve  for  the  next  three  months. 
He  went  about  almost  demented  during  the  next 
three  weeks,  and  scarcely  got  over  it  when  the 
autumn  came  round.  As  for  the  fish,  they  were 
gone  within  the  next  few  days,  and  the  best 
chance  of  the  season  was  lost  for  that  section,  as 
the  river  continued  to  fill  and  kept  in  good  volume 
— too  good  for  his  part— till  May  came  round, 
when  the  spring  lease  was  up,  and  another  change 
of  tenant  came  to  Gill. 

To  those  who  can  only  afford  a  month,  or  even 
less,  for  their  spring  angling,  their  best  plan  is  to 
put  themselves  into  the  hands  of  some  local  tackle 
dealer,  who  will  direct  them  as  to  the  best  chances 
of  the  various  hotel  fisheries.  Of  course  they  may 
deal  directly  with  "mine  host"  themselves,  and 
find  him  honest  both  as  regards  their  interests 
and  his  own ;  but  a  tackle  maker  has  less  induce- 
ment and  much  less  direct  interest  in  making  a 
flowery  report  than  the  hotel-keeper,  who  some- 
times is  as  ignorant  of  what  he  has  to  let  as  the 
veriest  tyro  ;  whereas  the  tackle  maker,  in  nine 
cases  in  ten,  has  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the 
waters  far  and  near,  and,  from  his  intimacy  with 
the  keepers  and  others,  has  the  best  means  of 
learning  the  nature  of  the  fishery,  if  he  be  not  an 
adept  with  the  rod  himself  and  not  personally 
acquainted  with  it.  G.  M. 


THE  FLY  DRESSER'S  BIRDS 
(WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS).! 
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By  G.  E.  M.  S. 

*  Canadian  Woodduck  (Fig.  8).— The  breast 
feathers  of  this  bird  are  considered  very  valuable 
for  May  Fly  wings.  They  are,  however,  lacking 
in  cohesion,  and  therefore  not  very  suitable  for 
floating  May  Flies,  though  making  good  hackled 
patterns.  The  separate  fibres  of  these  feathers 
may  be  used  for  whisks.  The  barred  feathers  on 
the  breast  are  of  service  for  salmon  flies.  These 
feathers  are  only  to  be  had  through  the  dealers. 

Capercailzie  (Capercaillie,  Capercally,  Cock  of 
the  Woods,  Cock  of  the  Mountain,  Wood  Grouse, 
Great  Grouse)  (Fig.  9).— St.  John  Dick,  in  "  Flies 
and  Fly  Fishing"  (1873),  gives  the  wing  of  hen 
capercailzie  as  the  best  feather  for  March  Brown. 
It  would  also  do  for  Black  Alders  To  be  had  at 
most  large  poulterers  in  its  season. 
Canary. — Most  of  this  bird's  body  feathers 

t  The  single  asterisk  points  out  what  the  author  thinks 
necessary  for  a  good  all-rouiid  modern  collection ;  the 
double  asterisk  those  which  no  fly  dresser  should  be 
without. 


are  too  tender  for  use,  but  the  wing  and  the  tail 
might  perhaps  be  used  for  the  Yellow  Sally.  - 

*  Chaffinch  (Spink.  Pink,  Twink,  Skelly; 
Shilfa,  &c.)  (Fig.  10).— This  bird  affords  the  fly 
dresser  only  one  important  service.  The  quill 
stripped  from  the  primaries  and  secondaries 
and  tail  feathers  forms  the  body  of  Mr.  H.  S. 
Hall's  pike-scale  pattern  of  the  Black  Gnat". 
There  are  one  or  two  feathers  about  the  roots  of 
the  tail  which  would  serve  as  Blue  Dun  hackles, 
but  in  general  the  hackles  of  the  bird  are  far  too 
tender  for  practical  purposes.  The  wing  feathers, 
moreover,  are  too  delicate  for  winging  purposes, 
and  are,  indeed,  too  short  in  the  fibre  for  any  but 
the  tiniest  of  flies.  The  bird  is  one  of  th& 
commonest,  if  not  the  commonest,  of  our  wild 
birds,  and  a  pair  can  easily  be  shot,  and  will  yield 
a  sufiicient  supply  of  black  quill  to  last  for  some 
time. 

Chough  (Cornish  Chough,  Cornish  Daw,  Red- 
legged  Daw,   Cliff    Daw,  &c,)— The  writer  is 
sure  he  has   seen   this  bird  quoted  by  some 
author,  bnt  cannot  now  trace  it.    Perhaps  some 
correspondent  can  tell  him  what  it  is  useful  for. 
Church  Owl.— See  Owl,  Barn. 
Cliff  Daw.— See  Chough. 
Cole  Goose. — See  Cormorant.  ■. 
Common  Bunting.— See  Bunting,  Corn 

*  Condor  (Figs.  11,  12,  13,  and  14).— The 
pinion  and  tail  feathers  of  this  bird  yield, 
quills  of  unequalled  strength  and  toughness, 
and  capable  of  taking  dye  well.  Each  fibre 
is  provided  with  a  close  flue  all  down  its 
length,  which  can,  indeed,  be  pulled  off  in  one 
piece  if  carefully  handled,  but  cannot,  without 
much  labour  and  difficulty,  be  stripped  in  the  way 
a  peacock's  quill  can  be,  by  means  of  drawing  it 
between  the  finger  and  thumbnail.  Each  feather 
yields  quills  of  a  variety  of  colours.  They  can  be 
had  from  white,  through  brown  dun,  to  a  dark, 
ashy  grey.  Each  quill  has  a  fine  dark  stripe  down 
one  margin,  which  has  the  effect  of  imitating  the 
sections  in  the  bodies  of  flies.  The  feather  is 
somewhat  difficult  to  procure,  as  the  bird  is  an 
inhabitant  of  the  Andes. 

*  Coot,  or  Bald  Coot.— This  bird  is  of  a 
beautiful  blue  dun  colour  aU  over,  and  is  of 
great  service  to  the  fly  dresser.  From  some  of 
the  smaller  feathers  of  the  wing  (the  primaries 
and  secondaries  being  somewhat  too  coarse),  wings 
for  small  duns  can  be  had  in  a  variety  of  shades. 
Some  of  the  body  and  wing  feathers  may  be 
used  as  hackles,  but  in  general  the  quill  is  too 
stiff  to  turn  well  on  the  hook.  The  quills 
stripped  from  the  primaries  and  secondaries  are 
not  to  be  despised  for  bodies.  Not  difficult  to 
procure  in  marshy  places  and  water  meadows. 

Corbie. — See  Crow,  Carrion. 

*  Cormorant  (Cole  Goose,  Skart,  &c.)  (Figs.  15 
and  16). — This  bird  has  some  flat  feathers  under 
the  wing  (in  its  armpit,  as  it  were),  which  are 
of  a  lovely  dark,  rusty  iron  dun,  and  they  are 
much  prized  for  winging  the  Iron  Blue  Dun 
(Fig  15).  Feathers  from  the  breast  are  also  used 
hacklewise  for  the  same  purpose  (Fig.  16).  They 
are  loose  fibred  and  do  not  adhere.  The  bird  is 
fairly  easy  to  get  if  one  lives  on  a  suitable  part  of 
the  coast. 

Corn  Bunting.— See  Bunting,  Corn. 
Corncrake. — See  Landrail. 
Cornish  Chough. — See  Chough. 
Cornish  Daw. — See  Chough. 
Crane. — Probably  when  this  bird  is  named  in 
the  books  the  heron  is  meant.    (See  Heron.)  The 
crane  is  a  very  rare  and  casual  visitor  to  this 
country.     In  some    parts,    Herefordshire,  for 
instance,  the  heron  is  called  the  crane. 

Creeper. — In  Wade's  "Halcyon"  is  to  be  found 
a  fly  called  "  the  Creeper,"  dressed  with  wings  from 
large  creeper  (a  grey  mottled  feather  with  black 
bands  upon  it).  It  is  a  feather  the  amateur  may 
safely  neglect.  There  seems  to  be  no  other 
authority  for  it. 

Crow,  Carrion  (Corbie,  Hoody,  &c.). — Theaks- 
ton  directs  one  to  wing  a  Gravel  Spinner  with  the 
blue  bloa  feather  from  a  crow,  but  what  that 
means  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  guess ;  perhaps 
the  rook  is  meant.    That  bird  is  called  crow  in 
some  parts.    Not  easy  to  procure. 
Crow,  Hooded. — See  Crow,  Norwegian. 
Crow,  Indian. — See  Indian  Crow. 
*  Crow,  Norwegian  (Hooded  Crow,  Dun 
Crow,  Grey  Crow)  (Fig.  17). — This  bird,  mainly 
black  in  the  body,  has  a  beautiful  pale  blue  dun  rutt' 
and  breast,  which  furnishes  hackles  for  the  well- 
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known  gi*ayling  fly  named  Bradshaw's  Fancy. 
The  bird  is  plentiful  where  ifc  is  found,  and  may 
be  had  without  difficulty.    Specimens  are  not 
uncommon  in  Leadenhall  Market. 
CuoKOO  (Figs.  18  and  19). — There  are  two  kinds 


dresser,  namely  the  hackle  from  the  shoulder  and 
the  side  of  the  throat,  and  this,  to  be  the  right 
colour,  should  be  taken  from  a  young  bird  killed 
not  later  than  August  of  the  year  of  his  hatching. 
This  feather  is  largely  used  as  a  substitute  for 


Daker  Hen. — See  Landrail. 
Daw. — See  Jackdaw. 

Dipper  (Water  Ousel,  Waterpiet,  &c.).— The 
primary  and  secondary  feathers  are  quoted  as 
furnishing    wings,    and    scapular    and  breast 


Capercailzie. 


Chaffinch. 


Condor. 


Canadian  Wood  Duck. 


Fig.  8.— Breast. 


Fig.  9. — Small  Wing  Covert. 


Cormorant. 


NoRWEGIAX  CeOV, 


Fig.  11.- Pale.         Fig.  13.— Dark.    Fig.  1.3.— Pale  fibre   Fig.  U.— Pale  fibre  in 

s'^ripped  and  un-  procpff  of  stripping. 
Btripfed. 

Fieldfare. 


Fig.  17.— Pail'F. 


CUELI.W. 


Fi».  15, — Fiather  from  under       Fig.  16. — Breast 
wing.  Hacklp. 


Clckoo. 


Fig.  20. 


Po'nEEEI.. 


Fig.  18. 


Fg.  19. 


Fig.  21, 


Fig.  22. 


Fig.  2.3. 


Fig.  24. 


Fig. 


of  hackle  to  be  had  from  this  bird.  One  a  medium 
slate  blue,  and  the  other  a  baiTed  yellow  colour. 
But  the  bird  is  not  commonly  named  in  the  books. 

*  Curlew  or  Whaup  (Fig.  20).— This  bird 
furnishes  only  one  kind  of  feather  of  use  to  the  fly 


the  dotterel  hackle,  but  is  not  considered  equal  to 
the  rea,l  thing.  The  mature  bird  is  to  be  had  in 
quantities  in  Leadenhall ;  but  the  young  bird  is 
seldom  or  never  seen  there.  It  must  be  obtained 
locally. 


feathers  legs  or  hackles.  The  latter  are  a  dull 
black,  and  look  as  if  they  should  be  serviceable ; 
but  the  writer  has  no  experience  of  them.  The 
bird  is  plentiful  in  the  north  country  and  midland 
streams    but  for  a  simple  black  hackle  such  as  it 
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yields  it  seems  cruel  to  shoot  so  merrj  and 
charming  a  bird. 

*  Dotterel  (Dotterel  Plover  or  Foolish 
Dotterel)  (Fig.  21).  — The  hackles  from  the 
shoulder  and  back  of  this  bird  are  perhaps  the 
most  highly  prized  of  all  feathers  of  the  fly  dresser. 
They  are  a  sort  of  pale  brown  dun  (coif ee  and 
milk  colour,  with  plenty  of  milk),  with  a  fine 
rim  of  yellow  round  the  edge  of  the  feather,  so 
that  every  fibre  is  tipped  with  a  yellow  point. 
They  are  the  model  of  a  honey  dun  These  feathers 
are  also  remarkable  for  their  susceptibility  to  the 
slightest  motion  of  air  and  water  and,  doubtless, 
in  rapid  and  tumultuous  streams,  they  give  the 
fly  a  vivid  appearance  of  life.  The  two  great 
patterns  are  Dotterel  and  Yellow,  and  Dotterel 
and  Orange.  Hackles  from  the  breast,  neck,  and 
back  are  also  used,  and  present  much  the  same 
characteristics.  The  bird  is  now  a  rare  one,  and 
the  angler  is  driven  to  the  use  of  substitutes— the 
honey  dun  feather  under  the  starling's  wing,  the 
golden  plover's  shoulder  and  neck  hackles,  and 
the  cm-lew's  shoulder  hackle  being  the  substitutes 
generally  used. 

Of  the  other  feathers  of  this  bird  a  cursory 
notice  only  is  necessary.  Jackson  wings  a  Yellow 
Legged  Bloa  with  "inside  dotterel  or  teal,"  by 
which  one  gathers  he  means  the  secondary 
feathers.  There  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  why 
the  hackle  under  the  wing  should  not  be  used, 
and  the  primaries  are  named  by  some  writers  for 
winging  purposes.  The  bird  is  practically  only 
obtainable  through  the  dealers. 

Duck,  Canadian  Wood.— See  Canadian  Wood 
Duck. 


DtrcK.  Wild.— See  Mallard. 
Dun  Crow.— See  Crow,  Norwegian. 
_  Dunlin  (Dunlin    Sandpiper,  Stint,  Oxbird, 
Sea  Snipe,  Sea  Lai-k). — Wade's  "  Halcyon"  gives  a 
dressing  of  "the  Pale  Green,"  winged  with  this 
bird,  presumably  primary  or  secondary.    It  does 
not  appear  that  any  other  of  the  books  quote  this 
bird,  but  some  hackles  from  the  breast  were  given 
the  writer  by  a  well  known  Scotch  angler.  They 
look  serviceable,  though  rather  tender.  They 
are  of  a  brownish  dun,  with  a  slight  freckle.  The 
bird  is  common  on  all  our  shores  and  estuaries, 
and  quantities  come  to  Leadenhall  Market. 
Ebb. — See  Bunting,  Corn. 
Felpet  or  Feltyfare.— See  Fieldfare. 
*  Fieldfare  (Felfet,  Feltyfare,   Blue  Back, 
Jackbird)  (Figs.  22,  23,  24,  and  25).— The  primaries 
and  secondaries  of  this  handsome  bird  (Figs.  22 
and  23)  make  excellent  wings.   They  are,  however, 
much  neglected  in  this  country ;  they  are  of  a  blue 
dun-colom-.   The  late  David  Foster  recommended 
them  for  some  of  his  Derbyshire  patterns,  and 
Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt,   in  "North    Country  Flies," 
gives  a  pattern  of  "Fieldfare  Bloa,"  winged  with 
a  soft  feather  from  the  rump  (Figs.  24  and  2,5),  and 
Jackson  gives  a  spider  legs  similarly  winged.  In 
Scotland  the  bird  is  highly  prized.    There  is  no 
apparent  reason  why  the  shoulder  knob  feathers 
should  not  be  used  as  hackles.  As  alternative  wings 
for  his  Fieldfare  Bloa,  Mr.  Pritt  offers  (1)  tern, 
(2)  "blue  tail,"  and    (.3)  jay;    but  the  rump 
feather  is  both  browner  and  dustier  than  any  of 
these.    The  birds  are  best  obtained  in  severe 
winter  weather,  when  they  come  into  orchards 
and  near  dwellings. 
Foolish  Dotterel.— See  Dotterel. 
Frenchman  or  French   Partridge. — See 
Partridge,  French. 

(To  he  continued.) 


Some  Fine  Fish.— Canon  D.,  who  had  been 
fortunate  enough  to  kill  a  handsome  281b.  pike 
spinning,  called  to  show  us  the  fish  on  Thursday 
mornmg,and  shortly  after  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  who 
has  been  pike  and  perch  fishing  in  the  west  of 
England,  looked  in  with  a  lovely  two  brace  of 
perch,  from  2Ib.  to  31b.  in  weight;  he  had  also 
killed  a  good  bag  of  pike  up  to  20Ib. 

Lake  Vyrnwt,  North  Wales.— The  fishing 
season  on  this  lake  will  commence  on  March  1 
We  note  from  "Long  Drift's"  report  that  "the 
year  1897  was  a  record  one  for  the  lake,  both  for 
numbers,  weight,  and  quality,  the  best  basket  of 
trout  being  twenty-one  brace,  all  taken  with  the 
fly  —weight  not  mentioned.  We  hope  the  genial 
hostess  of  Lake  Yyrnwy  Hotel  will  have  an  even 
more  successful  season  this  year. 


THE  LOCHS  AND  EIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

[Ooptright.  1 

[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  follovfing  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  sapplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  he  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by 
death,  Ac,  take  place  constantly.— Editor  FUhina 
Gazette.']   

No.  104. 
SUTHERLAND. 

LOCHS    OF  SUTHERLAND. 

Loch  Shin  is  a  fine'  sheet  of  water  some 
sixteen  miles  long  by  about  a  mile  broad,  and  is 
within  a  couple  of  miles  of  Lairg  Station.  It  is 
open  to  the  public  by  residing  at  the  hotels  at 
either  end  of  it,  namely,  Lairg  at  the  east  end,  and 
Overscaig  at  the  west.  It  contains  fine  trout,  and 
some  Salmo  ferox.  The  best  months  are  June, 
July,  and  August,  and  the  best  flies  are  grey  duck 
or  turkey,  and  Phantom  or  live  minnow  for  ferox. 
There  are  boats  to  be  had  at  both  the  hotels 
named,  and  fair  sport  over  all  the  loch.  A  small 
charge  is  made  by  the  hotel-keepers  for  the  use  of 
boats  by  their  visitors ;  also  3s.  6d.  and  luncheon 
for  each  boatman,  of  whom  the  angler  should  have 
two.  The  principal  feeders  of  Loch  Shin  are  the 
Tirry  and  Flag  rivers.  It  is  -also  connected  with 
Loch  Griam  and  Loch  Merkland,  two  of  a  chain 
of  lochs  stretching  almost  across  Scotland  at  that 
point.  The  ordinary  trout  of  Loch  Shin  may  be 
said  to  average  three  to  a  pound— many  up  to  21b. 
and  31b. — while  ferox  are  killed  from  41b.  up  to 
151b.  each.  There  are  four  islands  in  Loch  Shin, 
much  frequented  by  wildfowl,  and  adding  to  the 
beauty  of  its  scenery.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Lairg ; 
thence  about  two  miles  to  Lairg  Hotel ;  or  from 
Lairg  by  the  Scourie  mail  car  to  Overscaig  Hotel, 
sixteen  miles  (loch  close  to  both  hotels). 

Loch  Slam.— The  lower  one  of  a  chain  of  lochs 
which  form  the  source  of  the  river  Borgie.  It 
yields  salmon,  sea  trout,  and  an  excellent  quality 
of  freshwater  trout.  Let  with  shootings  and 
preserved  after  Aug.  1,  but  up  to  that  time  visitors 
at  Tongue  Hotel  have  leave  to  fish  it.  Route : 
Same  as  Loch  Craggie,  Tongue,  which  see. 

Loch  Slattel.— A  small  loch  about  half  a  mile 
each  way,  situated  about  ten  miles  from  Loch-na- 
Sealg  (which  see).  It  yields  fair  sport,  but,  being 
let  with  shootings,  is  strictly  preserved. 

Loch  Stack.— This  loch,  which  is  thirty-two 
miles  from  Lairg,  the  nearest  railway  station,  is 
famous  even  among  the  splendid  lochs  of  Suther- 
land. It  is  three  miles  long  by  two  broad,  and  is 
not  open  to  the  public.  The  loch  contains  Salvio 
ferox  and  good  sized  loch  trout,  and  sea  trout  in 
great  abundance.  For  the  latter  it  is  probably 
unsurpassed  by  any  other  loch  in  Scotland 
Salmon  also  frequent  it,  and  char  are  got.  An 
average  basket  will  weigh  from  151b.  to  251b.,  and 
a  stiff  breeze  will  greatly  help  the  weight.  Gaudy 
flies  are  the  most  deadly,  and  Phantom  minnow 
for  ferox.  J uly  and  August  the  best  months. 
The  scenery  of  the  loch  is  very  grand.  The  river 
Laxford  flows  out  of  Loch  Stack.  Route :  By  rail 
to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the  Durness  mail  car, 
to  Rhiconich  Inn,  forty-two  miles,  passing  Loch 
Stack  (no  hotel),  or  to  Scourie  Inn  by  mail  car 
from  Lairg ;  thence,  seven  or  eight  miles,  to  Lach 
Stack. 

Loch  Strathy,  in  the  parish  of  Farr,  is  two 
miles  by  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  is  rarely  or 
never  fished.  Nearest  Inn,  Bettyhill,  thirteen 
miles  off.  The  Dhu-Loan  flows  out  of  it.  Route : 
Same  as  the  Dhu-Loan,  which  see. 

Loch  Strumshad  is  in  the  parish  of  Durness 
—a  mile  long  by  200yds.  broad.  It  belongs  to  the 
Duke  of  Sutherland,  and  is  open  to  the  public. 
The  trout  are  small,  and  the  sport  only  indifferent, 
but  the  scenery  is  very  beautiful.  Route :  By 
rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the  Tongue  maU 
car,  to  Altnaharra,  twenty-two  miles;  thence 
hire  to  Cashel  Dhu,  about  fourteen  miles ;  thence 
a  few  miles  on  foot  to  the  loch. 

Loch  Syre  is  on  the  shooting  of  Syre,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Navar,  and  is  let  with  these 
shootings,  and  strictly  preserved.  It  is  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  long,  and  has  two  small 


island's  on  it.  The  trout  are  pink  fleshed,  but 
small,  and  yield  fair  sport.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Kinbrace ;  thence  drive  to  Syre  Lodge,  sixteen 
miles. 

Loch  Taluheil  is  similar  to  Loch  Clachan- 
Gal,  which  see. 

Loch  Tarvie  is  near  Altnaharra  Hotel,  and 
the  innkeeper  has  a  boat  on  it.  It  is  about  a  mile 
long,  and  yields  good  sport.  Route  :  Same  as 
Loch  Meaddie,  which  see. 

Loch  Tprr-na-Eighin.— About  oiie  and  a  half 
miles  from  Drumbeg  Hotel,  visitors  at  which  can 
fish  it.  It  has  very  good  trout.  Route  :  Same  as 
Loch  Drumbeg,  which  see. 

Loch  Truderscaig  is  situated  partly  in  the 
parishes  of  Kildonan  and  of  Farr,  and  is  surrounded 
by  the  most  beautiful  scenery.  The  trout  are 
plentiful,  and  rise  greedily  to  the  fly,  running  about 
three  to  the  pound.  July  and  August  are  the  best 
months,  and  good  baskets  are  always  obtained. 
Route :  By  train  to  Kinbrace,  then  drive  eleven 
miles,  with  a  walk  of  about  one  mile  over  the 
moor  afterwards.  The  fishing  is  reserved  to  the 
tenants  of  Badanloch  and  Loch  Coir  (Corrie-na- 
Fearne). 

Loch  Tubernach  is  near  Loch  Brora.  It 
used  to  yield  very  good  sport,  but  of  late  years  it 
has  fallen  off  greatly.  It  can  be  conveniently 
fished  by  residing  at  Brora  Inn,  from  which  it  is 
six  or  seven  miles  distant.  It  is  smaU.  Route : 
Same  as  Loch  Brora,  which  see. 

Loch  Urigall. — A  loch  two  miles  by  one,  in 
the  parish  of  Assynt,  and  open  to  the  public. 
Altnacealgach  Inn  is  within  two  miles  of  it,  and 
the  innkeeper  has  two  boats  on  it  for  his  guests. 
It  contains  trout  three  or  so  to  the  pound,  and  the 
sport  is  often  very  good.  June,  July,  and  August 
are  the  best  months,  and  bright  flies  do  most  good. 
If  weather  be  favourable  the  loch  fishes  well  to 
the  end  of  September.  The  district  is  moorland. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the 
Loch  Inver  mail  car,  to  Altnacealgach,  twenty- 
five  miles;  thence  by  hotel  boat  across  Loch 
Boarlan ;  thence  on  foot  over  the  moor,  a  twenty 
minutes'  walk. 

Loch  Vealloch,  or  A-Vellich,  is  about  two 
miles  long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  and  is  on  the 
east  side  of  BenKlibreck.  Several  small  streams 
from  the  hills  fall  into  it,  and  it  discharges  its 
superfluent  water  into  Loch  Coit.  The  trout  run 
about  lib.  each,  and  Sahno  ferox  are  also  got.  As 
a  rule,  the  sport  is  good  in  July,  August,  and 
September.  The  loch  is  preserved.  Beautiful 
scenery.  Nearest  inn,  Crask,  six  miles  off. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg  ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the 
Tongue  mail  car,  to  Crask,  twelve  miles,  thence 
walk. 

Loch  Veyatie,  in  the  parish  of  Assynt,  is  five 
miles  long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  and  generally 
affords  capital  sport.  Its  surroundings  are  wild. 
It  contains  Sahno  ferox,  and  its  ordinary  trout 
run  two  or  three  to  a  pound.  Small  flies  are  the 
most  deadly,  and  the  loch  fishes  well  all  the 
summer  months.  The  innkeeper  at  Altnacealgach 
has  a  boat  on  it.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence 
hire,  or  by  the  Loch  Inver  mail  car,  to  Altna- 
cealgach Inn,  twenty-five  miles ;  thence  hire  four 
miles  and  walk  about  half  a  mile  over  the  moor. 

Smaller  Lochs. — Of  freshwater  lochs,  besides 
these  mentioned,  there  are  hundreds  in  Suther- 
landshire — many  of  them  nameless  mountain  tarns 
and  others  largish  sheets  of  water.  From  some 
of  the  high  hills  many  hundreds  of  lochs  are  to  I  e 
seen;  indeed,  the  water  seems  in  some  places  to 
occupy  as  much  space  as  the  land. 

Sea  Lochs. — There  are  a  number  of  sea  lochs 
on  the  coast  of  Sutherland,  including  Loch 
Badcall,  Loch  EriboU,  Loch  Inchard,  Loch  Inver, 
Loch  Leiven,  Loch  Laxford,  &c.,  and  they  all 
yield  good  sea  fishing.  The  scenery  of  some  of 
them  is  wildly  picturesque,  and  all  of  them  are 
worth  visiting.  Loch  EriboU  is  especially  fine, 
and  has  good  anchorage  for  yachts.  The  Kyle  of 
Tongue  is  famous  for  its  sea  trout — May,  June, 
and  July  are  the  best  months. 

rivers  of  SUTHERLAND. 

The  Achrisgill. — See  the  Badcall. 
The  Alteu-Strahan  Burn  flows  out  of  Loch 
Crockach,  and  falls  into  the  sea  at  Calva  Bay.  It 
is  sometimes  frequented  by  sea  trout,  and  also 
contains  river  trout,  three  to  a  pound,  but  is 
scarcely  worth  fishing.  July  and  August  are  the 
best  months,  and  leave  to  fish  must  be  asked  from 
the  Duke's  factor,  Mr.  D.  McLean  Golspie. 
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Nearest  inn,  Scom-ie,  five  miles  off.  Route :  By- 
rail  to  Lairg;  thence  hire,  or  by  mail  car,  to 
Scourie,  53*  miles ;  thence  hire  or  walk. 

The  Alt-Maldie  flows  out  of  Loch  Leadvuan 
into  Loch  Glendhu,  an  arm  of  the  sea.  During  a 
course  of  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  it  falls  some 
700ft.,  and  forms  a  series  of  singularly  beautiful 
cascades,  which  effectually  prevent  the  access  of 
sea  trout  or  salmon  to  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
burn  or  to  the  loch  above.  Adjacent  to  Loch 
Glendhu  and  below  the  falls  are  a  few  pools, 
which  in  August  or  September  hold  sea  trout. 
The  sport,  however,  is  precarious,  and  though  it 
may  repay  a  passing  call,  is  hardly  likely  to  be 
worth  a  special  visit.  Leave  to  fish  should  be 
applied  for  to  the  Duke's  factor,  Mr.  D.  McLean 
Golspie.  Kylesku  Inn  is  three  miles  off  across 
the  ferry.  Route:  Same  as  Loch  Leadvuan, 
which  see. 

The  Altnacealgach,  or  Burn  of  the  De- 
ceivers, or  Led  Beg,  as  it  is  commonly  called, 
flows  out  of  Loch  Boarlan,  and  contains  small 
trout.  It  can  be  fished  by  living  at  Altnacealgach 
Hotel,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  river.  Route  : 
By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the  Loch  Inver 
mail  car,  to  Altnacealgach  Hotel,  twenty-five 
miles. 

The  Badcall,  or  Agisgill,  in  the  district  of 
Edrachilis,  falls  into  Badcall  Bay,  and  belongs  to 
the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  whose  factor  at  Scourie, 
Mr.  D.  McLean  Golspie  can  give  leave  to  fish  it. 
It  contains  sea  trout  and  an  occasional  grilse  when 
in  flood.  Nearest  inn,  Rhiconich.  Route :  By  rail 
to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  mail  car,  to  Rhiconich ; 
thence  hire  three  or  four  miles. 

The  Blackwater  rises  at  the  foot  of  Ben 
Ai-min,  and  falls  into  the  river  Brora.  Its  course 
is  about  seven  miles,  and  it  yields  good  trout 
fishing,  but  salmon  only  go  up  to  spawn.  The 
trout  are  small,  and  July  and  August  are  the  best 
months.  This  river  is  let  as  part  of  the  Brora. 
The  scenery  of  the  Upper  Blackwater  is  moorland 
and  uninteresting,  but  its  lower  course  is  much 
more  beautiful.  It  flows  here  through  a  deep 
rocky  channel,  and  two  cascades  on  it  are  much 
visited.  They  occur  at  Balnakyle  and  Kilcalm- 
kill.  The  ruins  of  Cole  Castle  are  also  interesting. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Brora ;  thence  ten  miles  to  the 
river. 

The  Borgie  flows  out  of  Lochs  Laoghal, 
Craggie,  and  Slam,  and,  after  a  course  of  seven 
miles,  falls  into  the  sea  at  Naver  Bay.  It  yields 
good  sport  in  the  spring  months,  and  also  in  July 
and  August,  when  grilse  and  sea  trout  run  up  in 
great  numbers.  River  trout  are  also  numerous, 
and  run  about  lib.  each.  May,  June,  and  July 
are  the  best  months  to  seek  them.  The  river  is 
let.  Fine  mountain  scenery.  Rod  season, 
Jan.  12  to  Sept.  10.  Route:  By  rail  to  Lairg  ; 
thence  hire,  or  by  mail  car,  to  Tongue,  about 
forty  miles  ;  thence  walk  or  hire. 

(To  be  continued.) 

THE  GUT  CROP  OF  1897-8. 


Mr.  R.  Ramsbottom,  of  81,  Market-street, 
Manchester,  in  reporting  upon  the  gut  crop  of 
1897-8,  says : 

"I  have  to  announce  a  fair  average  production 
of  nearly  all  the  varieties.  The  exceptions  are 
I  as  usual  )  in  the  two  extremes  of  very  finest  trout 
and  very  stoutest  salmon  gut,  of  which  the 
quantity  is  year  by  year  diminishing  while  the 
demand  is  more  than  fully  maintained. 

"The  cultivation  of  the  silkworm  for  gut 
purposes  has  largely  increased  of  late  years,  but 
as  America  and  the  Continent  have  quite  doubled 
their  consumption,  stocks  have  not  accumulated 
to  any  appreciable  extent. 

"The  quality  this  season  is  quite  up  to  the 
average,  and  if  intending  purchasers  are  careful 
to  buy  from  this  year's  crop  no  disappointment  in 
this  particular  need  be  anticipated. 

"Prices  remain  practically  unchanged,  and  but 
1898  "  ^  ^^y)  "^^^  ^®  expected  during 


<<v  ^  situation:-"'  said  the  business  man. 

„A^l'-"'^'o  J^^l'f^  applicant.  "  Hum  !  Do  you  ever 
go  fishing?'  "Oecasionally."  "  When  were  you  fishing 
"  K  i-  ^.  ^  '"'^  jesterday."    "  Catch  anything  ?  " 

jMot  a  tiliDg.  You  can  come  to  work  next  Monday  if 
you  Jike.  It  you  keep  on  telling  the  truth  like  that  you 
may  be  a  partner  m  the  firm  one  of  these  day?  " 


THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
took  place  at  the  Arundel  Hotel  on  Thursday 
evening,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (president)  in  the 
chair.    The  report  and  statement  of  account,  of 
the  usual   satisfactory  character,  having  been 
submitted  and  passed,  the  chairman  said,  that 
before  vacating  office  he  had  pleasant  duty  to 
perform,  and  that  was  to  present  their  much- 
respected  late  hon.  sec.  of  the  club  with  a  little 
testimonial    in    the    shape    of    a    purse  of 
seventy  guineas,  and  a  brace  of  pipes  in  case 
with  the    inscription  :    "  Presented  to  David 
Wilson,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  188-5- 
1897,  as  a  mark  of  esteem  by  fellow  members  — 
Jan.  27,  1898."    The  chairman  said  it  had  been 
a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  receive  subscriptions 
for  the  testimonial  which  he  had  now  to  present. 
Mr.  Wilson,  in  responding,  said  it  was  a  matter 
ot  much  gratification  to  him  to  receive  such 
evidence     of    appreciation    of     his  services 
to     the     club,    which     he    should  continue 
to   do  all  in  his  power  to  assist.  Vacancies 
having  been  filled  up,  and  officers  and  committee 
having  been  elected,  the  chairman  said  he  had 
much  pleasure  in  proposing  that  Mr.  Wm.  Senior 
be  elected  president  of  the  club  for  the  year,  and 
that_ gentleman  was  unanimously  elected,  his  con- 
senting to  accept  the  office  giving  the  greatest 
satisfaction.    A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Marston  for  his  services  as  president  for  the  past 
year  concluded  the  proceedings. 


SOME  EXTRACTS  FROM  AN  OLD 
ANGLER'S  POCKET-BOOK. 


Do  not  assert  yourself  to  be  a  great  or  grand 
angler,  it  will  not  only  save  you  from  suffering 
the  trouble  and  annoyance  in  trying  to  prove  it 
but  pens,  ink,  and  paper.  ' 

It  is  very  easy  and  pleasant  to  make  ourselves 
believe  we  are  adepts  in  angling,  when  others  can 
see  we  know  very  little  about  it. 

Many  profess  great  content  in  expectation  of 
sport,  but  that  sport  unrealised  they  secretly 
curse. 

Angling  is  a  wife,  the  longer  we  love  her.  the 
more  intense  our  affection  grows ;  and,  to  many 
who  understand  her,  she  is  as  interesting  as  she  is 
absolutely  grotesque  to  others  who  do  not. 

Some  so-called  anglers  have  no  objection  in 
holding  a  candle  to  the  devil,  if  they  can  make  a 
haul ;  but,  m  this  shady  process,  they  forget  that 
the  devil  is  making  a  haul  of  them. 

The  miserable  failure  of  some  anglers  only 
proves  that  they  are  nothing  but  "  square  men  in 
round  holes;"  do  not  possess  the  necessary 
quahfications  for  this  fascinating  pastime,  such  as 
endurance,  faith,  perseverance,  patience,  fortitude; 
and  should  either  abandon  the  sport  or  follow  a 
more  congenial  hobby,  for  it  is  a  sad  spectacle  to 
watch  the  wretched  efforts  of  these  mistaken 
men. 

There  is  a  civility  in  certain  cunning,  sly,  and 
nondescript  anglers  which,  in  its  very  nature, 
contains  the  seeds  of  vile  deceit,  but,  let  me 
assure  you,  once  detected,  an  explosion  is  certain 
—an  explosion  which  more  often  than  not  clears 
the  air  for  life. 

I  may  here  remark,  in  passing,  that  interference 
m  a,ngling  matters,  as  in  many  other  things,  is 
only  good  where  success  is  certain. 

It  we  wept  over  all  the  anglers  who  failed  from 
their  own  stupidity,  and  put  the  blame  upon 
everything  and  everybody  but  themselves,  we 
should  require  the  main  laid  on  to  supply  our 
tears. 

Some  angling  wi-iters,  instead  of  presenting 
commonplace  truths  in  an  interesting  light,  after 
most  infinite  pailis,  often  present  the  most 
interesting  truths  in  the  most  commonplace 
light,  and  so  fall  into  the  error  they  should  avoid, 
fully  proving  that  even  "diligence  is  a  more 
common  quality  than  prudence." 

Others  are  continually  drawing  the  long  bow, 
but  there  is  neither  interest  nor  music  In  the 
twang;  whilst  some  are  so  confoundedly  obstinate 
that  they  would  sooner  tell  an  enormous  fib  than 
allow  anyone  to  convince  them.  They  forget 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  make  a  lie  look  like  the 
truth,  but  they  are  sometimes  foolish  enough  to 
try  it. 


Surrounded  as  many  of  us  are  by  drawbacks  of 
every  description,  bound  to  the  wheel  of  labour, 
and  no  opportunity  to  indulge  in  expensive 
pleasures,  if  we  are  wise  we  shall  turn  our 
attention  to  those  insignificant  and  innocent 
pleasures,  those  humble  pastimes,  those  little 
delights  of  which  life  is  really  made  up,  and 
which  one  can  command  and  enjoy.  Therefore  1 
say,  go  a-fishing.  Old  Anglek. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fett?r.lani,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  hifjh  water  in  the  Tliamea  at  any  of  the 
foJlowing  places,  to  the  time  of  high  wat«r  at  London  Bridite 
given  below.  ° 

^30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (.55  min.  for  Kew 

Add^^9   "  Putney.  AddJ"^         "  Kichmond. 

Ho   „  Hammersmith.  -^""^80   .,     .,  Twickenham. 

(.50  „     „   Barnes.  (8-5   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge  it 
M  if         '^a.leT  at  Teddington  at  3.2.5  or  8.3  minutes  later. 
N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerate.?  the  tide  very  much 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it.  ' 

Time  of  High  Water  at  Loscon  Bridge. 

Saturday,  Jan.  29   ."TaJ*^' 

Sunday,        ,,  30   ^  g 

Monday,       ,,  .31   7  55 

Tuesday,  Feb.  1    9,  2 

Wednesday,  ,,  2   10.32 

Thursday,     „  3   11  6,3 

Friday,         „  4   !!!!!!!!!!!!   0  27 


Evening. 

  6.44 

  7.2!i 

  826 

  9.47 

..  ..  1L14 


n  .5t 


High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 


Morning.  Evening. 

  7.  4    7.24 

  7.4(;    8.  9 

  8  3.3    9.  li 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge.  Amberlev 
Pulboroag  1  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


Saturday,  Jan.  29 
Sunday,  ,,  30 
Monday,       ,,  31 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Eemarks.— The  efforts 
made  by  the  well  known  fisherman  at  Staines,  who  is 
usually  designated  "  Otter  Hcae,"  to]  prevent  the  otters 
from  making  their  ravages  amongst  the  best  fish  in  the 
Thames  for  years  have  been  attended  with  considerable 
Euccess.  No  sooner  did  his  report  appear  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  last  week  of  their  appearance  in  the 
river  and  his  determination  to  catch  them,  than  he  has 
to  report  the  capture  of  a  large  dog  otter,  weighing 
301b.,  and  iu  length  4ft.  IJin.,  and  adding,  "  They  are  tho 
8Drt  of  fish  to  catch;"  and  this  week  (on  Tuesday)  he 
writes:  "More  otters  about;  hope  to  have  another 
before  long."  The  death  of  Sir  Polydore  de  Keyser 
reminds  me  of  my  efforts  in  days  gone  by  in  securing  and 
obtaining  pecuniary  help  and  assistanca  to  the  old 
T.A.P.S.  I  always  felt  I  had  some  claims  on  the  city 
magnates  as  the  chief  conservators  of  the  Thames, 
and  on  appealing  to  them  on  entering  oflice  I  was 
on  several  occasions  successful.  When  Sir  Polydore 
de  Keyser  became  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  he 
responded  to  my  appeal  by  forwarding  a  nice  letter  in 
reply,  inclosing  a  handsome  dcnition.  In  the  report 
of  his  death  it  is  distinctly  stated,  "  he  was  fond  of 
the  sport  of  fishing,"  and  I  therefore  got  in  a  good 
swim.  Many  of  the  Lord  Mayers  of  London  have  largely 
supported  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation,  and  notably, 
I  may  mention,  Sir  J.  Whittaker  Ellis,  Bart.,  who  is  now 
living  on  the  banks  of  the  river  at  Eichmond .  I  remember 
on  one  occasion,  when  he  took  the  chair  at  the  annual 
dinner  at  the  Star  and  Gaiter  Hotel,  at  Richmond  Hill, 
and  the  result  of  the  collection  in  the  room  had  reached 
£175,  to  which  he  had  liberally  responded,  he  said :  "  Have 
another  turn  round  amongst  them,  and  what  you  are  short 
of  £200  my  brother  and  1  will  make  up."  I  am  sorry  to 
learn  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Stephen  Grant,  of  Twickenham, 
who  was  an  old  sub-ciiber  to  the  T.A.P.S.  ;  and  on  the 
occasion  of  the  angling  tournaments  being  held  near  his 
residence  his  house  was  open  to  anyone  to  pirtake  of  his 
hospitality  and  welcome. — B. 

 (Datchet). — John  Kecne  writes:  ''The  water  is 

still  in  splendid  condition,  and  the  fish  still  feeding  well. 
One  day  with  Mr.  G.  Shepherd,  who  has  had  another  good 
day,  getting  311b.  of  roach  and  chub  ;  another  day  with 
Mr.  Heels  and  friend,  who  creeled  151b.  of  roacli ;  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Martin,  five  jack  (the  largest,  101b.)  and 
twenty-five  r«ich,  several  of  them  weighing  lib.  each." 
-B. 

■;  (Datchet). — Water  in  good  order,  very  fair  sport 

being  had.  Mr.  Fenn  tells  me  he  has  been  catching  some 
good  roach  (pounders)  ledgering.  I  was  out  on  the  22nd 
ni'h  Mr.  T.  Saunders  :  Five  jack,  respective  weights,  Sib., 
"|lb.,  7|lb,.  01b.,  31b.  On  the  24tb,  ten  jack  U^rgest, 
71b.).  We  are  having  very  nice  weather  for  time  of  year ; 
I  have  seen  two  trcu^  rise  this  week. — G.  Lcmsden. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  reporfci 

the  water  is  now  in  good  condition  for  all  fishing,  and 
there  Las  been  a  few  jack  caught  in  the  Hampton  Deep 
this  last  week,  but  nothing  of  any  size.  The  bank  angleis 
are  still  doing  well  with  the  roach.  There  have  not  been 
many  punts  out  during  the  week — B. 

  (Henley).— Un  Jan.  19,  Mr.  Woodhouse,  with 

Geo.  V^augban,  one  pike,  71b.  20th,  Mr.  Kiel  some  very 
nice  rosch  (test  lilb.)  :  Mr.  Mead,  out  with  G.  Vaughan, 
a  gocd  big  of  roach  and  one  chub.  21st,  some-  £03d  bag 


80 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  29,  1898 


of  roach  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Keil,  Vaughan,  Potter, 
J.  Harvey,  jun.,  and  myself.  23rd,  Mr.  Harvey,  sen.,  out 
for  an  hour,  one  chub,  3Jlb. ;  J.  Harvey,  jun.,  a  very  nice 
pike,  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Clisby.  with  G.  Vaughan,  one  fish,  71b. 
25th,  Mr.  Schmidt  a  brace  of  jack,  26th,  the  sinie 
angler,  another  brace  (best  fish  SJlb.).  Several  other 
anglers  have  had  takes  of  various  weights,  hut  the  above 
are  the  most  important.  The  river  is  still  in  condition, 
with  good  prospects  of  sport. — J.  W.  Kead. 

 (Kingston). — John  Knight,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

Walla  and  Mr.  CoHman,  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and 
two  chub.  Mr.  Newman  and  Mr.  Collins  three  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Rough,  in  half  a  day,  one  dozen  and 
a  lialf  of  roach  and  dace ;  and  Messrs.  Kempster  and 
Chanter  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.— B. 

 (Monkey  Island). — Water  in  good  condition  for 

all-round  fishing.  There  has  heen  some  excellent  takes  of 
jack,  in  fact,  I  don't  think  there  has  been  so  many  taken 
in  our  neighbourhood  for  many  years.  Several  punts  have 
been  out  lately,  and  have  averaged  from  four  to  six  jack  a 
day,  some  of  them  averaging  51b.  to  121b. ;  but  some  have 
been  small,  and  had  to  be  returned.  My  son  has  been  out 
several  days,  and  had  capital  sport ;  his  had  several  jack 
from  (ilb.  to  91b.,  one  splendid  made  fish  (spinning),  12 Jib. 
I  think  the  perch  are  coming  on  fairly  well.  There  has 
also  been  some  good  takes  of  roach  and  dace  ;  chub  ought 
to  be  got,  but  no  one  in  our  neighbourhood  has  fished  for 
chub  at  present.'?  LI  should  think  with  some  good  pith  and 
brains  good  sport  ought  to  be  had. — R.  Plummer. 

—  (Biiclimond). — The  fishermen  report  they  have 
been  doing  well  in  getting  some  fine  roach  and  dacs. — B. 

  (Staines). — Charles  Hone,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

W.  Sharp  and  friend,  201b.  roach  ;  another  day  with  Mr. 
AldersoD,  who  got  some  good  roach  (the  largest  lib.  9oz.)  ; 
and  another  day,  with  Mr.  James,  141b.  of  roach,  some  of 
them  lib.  each. — B. 

  (Streatley). — Nothing  much  done  ;  a  ifew  good 

roach  taken.  Water  in  first  class  condition. — Horace  J. 
Gardner. 

  (Sunbury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  during 

the  week,  twelve  brace  of  perch,  six  jack,  eighteen  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  two  chub.  H.  Herbert,  one  day 
with  Mr.  James,  who  creeled  some  fine  barbel,  roach,  and 
dace. — B. 

  (Teddington). — W.  McBride,  half  a  day  with 

Mr.  Ive,  one  brace  of  jack;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Islip, 
six  barbel ;  half  a  day,  with  Mr.  Cooper,  seven  barbel,  the 
largest  71b.  ;  another  day,  wi^h  Dr.  Nevill  and  Mr.  Hall, 
some  roach  and  bream  and  four  barbel — one  of  the  latter 
was  a  splendid  fish  of  91b.— and  all  caught  with  hmperns 
as  bait. — B. 

  (Twickenliam).— R.  Spong,  in  three  half  days, 

eighteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  three  bream. 
J.  Deakes,  in  three  days,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Other 
anglers  have  heen  doing  fairly  well  amongst  the  roach  and 
dace. — B. 

 (Windsor  District). — Water  here  in  grand  con- 
dition, but  very  low  above  Boveney,  due  to  the  construction 
of  new  locks  there.  On  the  25th  inst.  I  punted  up  to  the 
George  Hotel,  Bray.  En  route  I  called  at  Surly  Hall, 
and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  five  nice  jack,  which  had 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Morey  Marks,  staying  with  Mr. 
Sharratt  at  tha  hotel.  The  largest  fish  weighed  about 
81b.  Slringe  to  say,  the  day  before  this  same  gentleman, 
with  Mr.  Sharratt,  caught  nothing,  and  Mr.  Sharratt  had 
five,  using  the  very  rod  that  accounted  for  the  five  fish 
which  I  saw  to-day.  Higher  up  I  came  across  Plummer, 
jun.,  who  had  just  landed  a  nice  fish  of  81b.  9ioz.,  and 
told  me  that  with  a  Mr.  Thomas  the  day  before  he  had 
several,  all  with  spoon.  Last  Saturday  he  had  three  nice 
fish,  largest  121b.  7Joz.,  the  next  7|lb.,  and  the  smallest 
71b.  The  best  fish  I  have  seen  this  week  was  a  perfect 
beauty  as  regards  proportion  and  markings.  It  weighed 
17Jlb.,  and  was  caught  in  private  water  near  here  ly 
Mr.  W.  Holland,  Forage  Master  to  the  Royal  Horse 
Guards.  A  very  fine  fish  las  been  broken  away  with  by 
two  anglers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boveney  Weir. 
One  of  them  assured  me  that  he  had  lost  "  his  little  lot  " 
ia  this  fish,  including  30yds.  of  line.  Many  other  good 
fish  have  been  had,  notably  by  Mr.  T.  Hearn,  of  Windsor, 
who  has  had  some  good  perch  ;  alsD  by  Mr.  C.  Wells,  of 
Windsor,  who  has  had  a  perch,  with  others,  of  over  lib. 
Mr.  C.  Hobbs,  of  Eton,  whilst  trying  for  roach,  had  a 
handsome  trio  of  chub  in  less  than  hxlf  an  hour.  I 
weighed  them,  and  found  they  scaled  21b.  8oz.,  21b.  3oz., 
and  llh.  3oz.  The  veteran  angler  Carey,  of  Windsor,  has 
been  getting  some  nice  roach,  on  one  occasion  having 
several  nearly  lib.  each  ;  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Oakley,  while 
spinning,  five  jack,  largest  41b. ;  R.  Plummer,  jun.,  one  of 
7ib. ,  wl  i  ;h  I  saw  directly  after  landing  ;  Mr.  Bambridge,  of 
Eton,  five  chub,  largest  31b.  Condolences  are  due  to  a  local 
angler.  Mr.  Body,of  Eton,  who  whilst  spinning  managed  to 
hook  the  tug  Defiance,  which  was  proceeding  down  river — 
result,  loss  of  tackle  and  about  30yds.  of  line.  I  was  by 
his  side  when  it  happened,  but  my  sympathy  ia_  his  loss 
was  not  believed.  "  Otter  "  Hone,  of  Staines,  writes  me  : 
"  On  Wednesday  last  I  caught  a  large  dog  otter,  weight, 
30lb. ;  length,  4ft.  IJin."  This  is  not  the  only  one  about, 
as  whilst  taking  my  punt  from  here  to  the  George  Hotel, 
Bray,  to-day,  which  plaie  I  reached  at  dark,  an  o'ter 
glided  in  from  the  bank  within  two  hundred  jai'ds  of  the 
hotel. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ainn  (Pultoorough). — Only  a  few  anglers  visited 
here  on  Jan.  23,  and  although  the  river  was  in  fair  order 
takes  ruled  small,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  jiek,  weigh- 
ing 6vlb.,  taken  by  a  local  angler  named  Goodsell,  there  is 
nothing  noteworthy  to  record. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Coin  (East  Gloucester). — This  trout  stream  is_  in 
grand  order  for  the  spawning  season,  the  water  being 
high  and  afforJing  excellent  shelter  for  the  big  spawoers. 
Miss  Emilie  Hill  has  again  been  out  after  the  small  jick 
which  infest  a  certain  backwater  near  Fairford.  One 
n.orning  she  caught  two  and  a  half  brace,  and  another  day 


five  brace  of  these  trout  stream  pests.  The  trout  may 
daily  be  seen  rising  at  the  Fairford  Town  Bridge  at  March 
Browns  and  Brown  Duns.  Several  extensive  improve- 
ments have  been  carried  out  on  the  middle  and  upper 
Coin  in  the  way  of  clearing  out  and  banking  up,  and  the 
old  stream  is  greatly  improved  therehy.  The  game  and 
river  keepers  report  the  capture  at  the  mills  of  a  number 
of  fine  eels,  caught  in  traps  ;  they  run  up  to  31b.  each. 
Otters  have  been  seen  in  several  parts  of  the  Coin  and 
adjacent  trout  streams.  About  eight  or  nine  weeks  will 
again  bring  us  into  our  trouting  season.  I  hear  that  it  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  lessee  of  the  Bull  Fishery  at  Fair- 
ford to  issue  any  local  season  tickets  this  year,  which  I 
think  nothing  but  fair  to  anglers  who  come  from  afar,  and 
who  have  continually  been  on  the  grumble  about  it. — 
Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  conservators 
have  had  to  face  a  falling  off  in  the  revenue  from  licences 
for  last  season,  the  total  realised  being  only  £371.  The 
principal  item  of  expenditure  was  £164  for  water  haihffs. 
It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  note  that  the  decrease  in 
revenue  is  not  from  rod  licences,  and,  although  the  board's 
account  is  overdrawn  by  £311,  they  are  in  a  better  position 
than  last  year.  It  is  reported  from  Princetown  that  the 
salmon  which  have  spawned  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
moor  have  gone  away  much  cleaner  and  better  than  last 
season,  only  two  having  been  seen  affected  with  fungus. 
The  floods,  unfortixnately,  had  the  effect  of  causing  a  bar 
at  the  junction  of  the  East  and  West  Dart,  which 
prevented  fish  from  going  up  the  east  stream,  one  of  the 
best  spawning  beds  on  the  river,  and  the  West  Dart  was 
consequently  overcrowded.  The  barrier  will  now  be 
removed,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  duchy.  A  quantity 
of  young  fish  have  been  seen  at  Totnes  Weir  Pool,  but 
these  have  not  been  able  to  ascend  by  the  pass  on  account 
of  the  lack  of  water ;  hut,  if  necessiry,  the  conservators 
will  insist  on  the  Act  of  Parliament— respecting  their 
right  to  a  sufBcient  quantity  of  water— being  enforced. 
The  season,  which  opens  on  March  1,  is  very  promising.— 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Perch  fishing  has  been  a 
little  more  brisk,  but  the  mild  weather  has  not  conduced 
to  a  general  improvement,  although  on  the  canal  at  Exeter 
some  nice  pike  have  been  kQled.  Reports  of  the  spawning 
are  favourable  from  most  of  the  rivers. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  still  dry  and 
mild,  and  river  is  now  running  rather  low  for  time  of 
year.  Trout  fishing  commences  on  the  open  waters  next 
Tuesday,  Istprox.,  and,  judging  from  the  exceptionally 
mild  winter  experienced  up  to  now,  fish  should  be  very 
forward  in  condition.  A  few  rods  have  been  otit  after  the 
pike  during  past  week,  Sergt.  Shepherd  scoring  a  brace 
from  Cowley  water,  and  a  couple  of  rods  in  our  canal  had 
three  brace  of  fish,  ranging  from  3Jlb.  to  61b.  apiece. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire  and  Cambs.). 
— Bottom  fishing  is  now  very  good  for  the  time  of  year, 
indeed,  in  some  places  it  is  even  better  than  during  the 
late  summer.  Days  are  beginning  to  lengthen,  hut  for  the 
few  hours  now  available  takes  of,  say,  121b.  to  20lb.maybe 
made  in  roach  and  other  small  fish.  Reaching  is  very 
good  on  the  Glen,  and  particularly  about  Surfleet ;  and  also 
on  the  drains  towards  Wisbech.  Roach  are  also  caught 
in  the  Welland,  and  also  on  the  Forty-foot.  Trolling 
is  pursued  on  the  pike  waters  with  spirit,  and  now  and 
again  we  hear  of  takes  of  301b.  to  401b.  The  fish  seldom 
go  over  71b.  or  81b.  each.  A  few  days  ago  an  angler 
brought  from  the  Forty-foot  a  bag  just  under  401b.,  his 
best  fish  over  81b.  Another  got  over  201b.  From  the 
Welland  there  has  also  been  a  good  bag  or  two  recorded. 
— Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Sport  in  the  Retford 
district  is  this  winter  really  better  than  for  some  time 
past.  Capital  roach  are  being  got  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bollam  and  towards  Mattersea.  Chub  are  also 
being  taken.  One  angler  got  three  chuh  the  other  day 
scaling  101b.,  and  several  roach  of  over  lib.  each.  He  also 
came  across  a  brace  of  barbel  which  scaled  71b.  The 
capture  of  barbel  in  the  Idle  is  rather  noteworthy.  Of 
late  years  they  have  heen  very  scarce,  and  to  catch  them 
in  January  is  quite  out  of  the  ordinary.  It  is  a  proof  that 
the  temperature  of  the  water  is  very  abnormal.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  rather  more  remunerative,  and  we  hear 
of  the  cap'-.ure  of  eight  sizeable  fish  in  one  day  in  the 
lower  waters.  The  Trent  ahout  Rampton  and  Laneham 
is  in  good  fettle  for  bottom  fishing  since  the  flood.  A 
couple  of  anglers,  in  two  days,  brought  away  601b.  of 
roach  and  a  chub  of  31b.  lOoz.  Several  pike  have  been 
caught,  the  best  nearly  81b.  One  angler  got  a  specimen 
roach  of  lib.  9oz. — L. 

Lark  (Flempton,  &c.).— Water  clear  and  almost 
summer  level  in  some  parts.  Some  small  pike  have  been 
taken  at  Flempton  Mill  up  to  31b.  Lower  down  stream 
several  dozen  of  dace  and  roach  were  killed  with  red  worm 
aud  gentles.  The  weatber  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  much 
colder,  it  certainly  has  heen  almost  like  spring  of  late. 
The  dace  were  rising  well  last  week.  It  was  decided  at 
the  general  meeting  to  extend  the  clcs3  season  for  trout 
until  the  1st  of  April.— A.  E.  K. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (N.  Wales).  — The  fishing  season 
on  this  noted  water  will  commence  Tuesday,  March  1. 
The  year  1897  was  a  record  one  for  this  lake  both  for 
numbers,  weight,  and  quality,  the  best  single  basket  being 
forty-two  trout,  all  taken  with  the  fly.  The  run  of  fish 
up  the  streams  during  the  last  spawning  season  was 
phenomenal,  and  owing  to  the  extreme  mildness  of  the 
winter  there  is  a  prospect  of  good  sport  exceptionally 
early.  The  newly  titted  up  hatchery  is  in  full  working 
order,  and  the  breeding  ponds  alive  with  trout  of  all  sizes 
up  to  lib.  weight.  Bookings  for  the  opening  are  already 
being  made,  and  in  order  to  secure  good  accommodation 
for  the  early  months  it  is  desirable  that  applications 
should  now  be  sent.    ( See  advt  )  — LoNc  Drikt. 


Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing,  biing 
clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has  teen  mild  and 
fine,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a 
fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  this  week.  The  fish 
have  been  moving  better,  and  have  taken  maggot  and 
worm,  and  have  rose  at  the  Palmer,  Green  Insect,  Red 
Tag,  and  Mid  Blue,  and  a  few  good  grayhn?  landed.  The 
mild  weather  has  brought  trout  on  the  feed.  The  Pinsley 
is  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Some  very  nice  snatches  of 
weather  have  favoured  the  angler  during  the  latter  part  of 
last  and  the  beginning  of  the  present  week,  and  the 
favourable  circumstances  have  brought  the  water  into  a 
fish  able  condition,  so  that  several  have  turned  out  in  quest 
of  something  after  the  long  vacation.  Mr.  Ream  (Peter- 
borough), fishing  at  Castor,  has  had  some  capital  sport 
among  the  pike,  catching  half  a  dozen,  ranging  from  31b, 
up  to  101b. ;  Mr.  Hollis  (Peterborough),  in  the  same 
district,  was  fortunate  in  taking  one  91b.  in  weight ;  and 
Mr.  Beckett  (Peterborough)  also  secured  several  from  51b. 
to  61b.  If  the  present  circumstances  are  not  disturbed  the 
outlook  is  promising  for  some  first  rate  sport  in  this 
district,  as  it  is  generally  admitted  there  are  some  fine 
weighty  specimens  in  the  river  still  uncaught.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  thatat  last  week's  meeting  of  Northants 
County  Council,  E.  P.  Monckton,  Esq.,  M.P.,  L.  G. 
Stopford  Sackville,  Esq.,  J.P.,  and  Councillor  Pendered 
were  appointed  conservators  for  the  Nene  fishing  distric''. 
— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Great  Faxton). — Jack  well  on  the  feed.  Two 
gentlemen,  one  day  this  week,  jack  fishing,  caught  ten 
fish,  one  of  which  number  (caught  by  Mr.  Leefe)  weighed, 
when  taken  out  of  the  water,  lOilb. ;  a  fine  male  fish. 
The  water  is  in  the  finest  condition  possible,  and  the 
present  and  late  mild  weather  has  caused  them  to  move 
ahout  from  the  deeps ;  good  bags  should  be  the  order  of 
the  day  now. — W.  Ducker. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— River  still  in  firat-rate 
condition,  and  jack  have  been  well  on  the  feed  all  the  week, 
every  gentleman  bringing  in  nice  bags,  largest  fish  1  saw 
scaling  81b.,  among  a  nice  lot  to  Dr.  Hardy's  rod.  He 
also  took  some  very  nice  perch,  several  of  them  close  on 
lib.  each ;  another  gentleman  getting  over  701b.  of  jack  in 
two  days.  So  we  must  not  complain  of  the  sport  here  this 
winter,  and  no  doubt  it  will  continue  if  the  floods  keep  off 
as  at  present. — Scard. 

Ouss  (Huntingdon). — Water  in  excellent  condition 
and  well  worth  a  visit.  Fish  are  feeding  nicely.  Several 
pike  have  been  taken  by  local  anglers,  and  prospects  just 
now  are  very  rosy. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives).— G.  W.  Brown,  fishing  at  Portabello 
to-day,  caught  a  nice  lot  of  pike,  numbering  sixteen  fish. 
Several  of  61b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  have  been  taken  on  our 
waters  by  H.  Bowley,  W.  Metcalf,  and  M.  0.  Noble.  I 
got  amongst  some  nice  roach  from  12Joz.  up  to  lib.  loz. 
with  bread  crust.  Everything  points  to  good  fishing  now  ; 
water  good,  and  fish  feeding  freely.  Any  visitor  ought  to 
be  well  repaid.— E.  Collinson. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  water  here  is  still  in  perfect 
condition  and  a  large  number  of  jack  have  been  taken,  but 
as  a  rule  they  run  small,  nearly  all  being  under  51b.  or 
61b.  The  Lirgest  that  I  have  seen  or  heard  of  since  my 
last  report  weighed  lOJlb.,  and  was  a  very  handsome  fish 
in  good  condition.  Frosty  weather  would,  no  doubt, 
improve  matters,  but  under  present  conditions  sport  can, 
I  think,  be  relied  on.— Wm.  Na.sh. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— Bottom  fishers  have  had  an 
excellent  time  during  the  last  week  or  so,  as  the  water  has 
been  in  excellent  order  and  the  weather  favourable.  A 
large  number  of  pike  have  been  taken,  the  best  being  a 
fish  of  141b.  This  was  taken  on  a  spoon  bait  by  Mr. 
Hilliam,  of  Shrewsbury,  at  Atcham  Bridge.  The  fish  was 
exceedingly  well  proportioned,  and  was  in  every  respect  a 
splendid  specimen. — Hapren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  water  here  is  in  good  condition  for  angling, 
and,  with  mild  weather,  spring  flowers  are  beginning  to 
appear.  Good  sport  both  with  pike  and  coarse  fish  is 
reported  in  the  Severn.  In  the  Vyrnwy,  too,  the  recent 
discolouration  having  disappeared,  anglers  are  doing  well. 
On  the  Tanat— where  fly  only  is  allowed— the  grayling  are 
plentiful,  especially  in  the  lower  reaches.  Salmon  fishing 
with  the  rod  will  commence  next  week,  but  with  so  much 
netting  prospects  are  not  entirely  favourable. — Vyrnwt. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— With 
a  continuance  of  fine  weather  rivers  are  now  running  very 
clear  and  bright.  Roach  are  off  feed  on  the  Ouse,  but  a 
few  pike  up  to  61b.  have  been  taken  above  the  flour  mills. 
The  river  Cuckmere  is  very  low,  with  the  locks  open,  there 
being  not  more  than  2ft.  of  water,  in  place  of  the  summer 
height  of  6ft.  Yet  pike  fishermen  have  had  sport,  several 
small  fish  being  caught  by  live  baiting.  A  day  on  the 
Rother  by  two  rods  recently  resulted  in  three  pike, 
heaviest  51b. ;  a  perch,  weighing  2Jlb.  ;  and  a  trout  of 
2ilb.,  which  was  returned  to  the  water.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  is  in  good  order,  pike  up  to  51b.  are  notified 
from  the  lower  reaches.  Some  lads,  fishing  on  23rd, 
had  a  gruesome  experience.  While  anglinj  from  a  boat  in 
the  Kinsham  Bridgeway  something  heavy  was  hooked, 
and  on  pulling  in  the  line  the  body  of  an  ex-publican, 
named  Cooper,  was  brought  to  the  surface.  Cooper,  who 
was  in  ill-health,  had  been  missing  from  Chichester  for 
three  weeks.  The  hook  had  caught  in  the  foot  of  deceased. ' 
—George  P.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  season  opens  Tuesday,  and 
with  very  good  and  early  prospects.  The  hedges  decked 
with  primroses,  and  the  water  banks  with  snowdrops, 
would  proclaim  the  best  of  seasons  before  us.  The  fro.st 
has  not  delayed  the  early  flies  ;  in  fact,  few  houses  have 
been  free  from  the  usual  pest  of  autumn.  The  many  early 
spicy  morsels,  which  are  so  great  delicacies,  are  floating 
about  the  streams  ;  and  I  regret  to  say  :i  few  trout  1  have 
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seen  killed  by  tlie  sly  and  desperate  poachers  were  in  good 
condition  for  February.  The  many  advantages  we  boast 
of — our  rivers  stocked  by  some  generousfisli  breeders,  and 
the  chance  of  a  cheap  licence  for  salmon — will,  or  should, 
induce  many  more  residents  to  take  up  their  abode  here, 
as  the  new  railway  to  Lynton  will  give  such  chances  of 
fishing  the  many  rivers  which  distancs  used  to  prohibit. 
Early  flies  will  be  sure  kiUers,  and  those  so  long  in  use  will 
continue  to  be  the  favourites. — RrsTT  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  and  in  every  way 
suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  the  fish  are  more  on 
the  move  and  rise  well  at  the  fly  during  mid-day.  A  few 
rods  have  been  out,  and  have  used  Eed  Ant,  Eed  Tag, 
Willow,  and  Whirling  Blue,  and  bottom  fishers  have  tried 
maggot  and  worm  and  grasshopper.  The  water  at  the 
present  time  is  in  better  order  for  grayling  fishing  than  it 
has  been  all  the  season,  and  with  a  few  frosty  nights 
there  should  be  some  good  lota  of  fish  landed.  The  mild 
days  have  brought  the  natural  flies  out  eai-ly,  and  February 
Eed  has  been  seen  about  the  bridges  and  the  river,  and 
the  trout  have  been  seen  taking  them.  This  points  to  an 
early  season,  and  as  trout  do  not  come  ia  season  until 
March,  the  fish  will  be  in  good  condition,  and  there  ia 
every  prospect  of  some  good  ones  being  taken  this  season. 
Pike  have  been  fished  for  with  live  bait,  but  sport  very 
slow.  A  few  good  grayling  landed  on  Monday  with  the 
fly.— S.Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbtiry). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  fine  and  mild,  rain  has  threatened, 
but  has  blown  over,  and  the  water  could  not  be  in  better 
order  for  fishing  than  at  present.  The  grayling  have  been 
rising  at  the  fly  fairly  well,  and  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out ;  sport  has  not  been  brisk,  but  several  nice  lots  of 
grayling  have  been  landed.  Sharp  frosts  are  wanted  to 
improve  sport,  and  the  grayling  would  mova  better. 
Trout  are  beginning  to  move. — Worcestee. 

•Torridge  (Torrington). — Trout  fishing  begins  in 
north  Devon  on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  1.  We  have  had  a 
very  mild  winter,  and  the  weather  at  present  is  springlike  ; 
we  have  had  no  frost  or  snow,  and  the  trout  should  be  in 
prime  condition  after  the  many  mild  flood?,  and  the  early 
spawned  salmon  have  had  plenty  of  water  all  the  winter  to 
get  back  to  their  feeding  grounds,  and  the  fresh  fish  to 
come  up.  The  prospects  all  making  for  a  good  fishing 
season. — Practical  Angler. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).  —  The  best 
baskets  from  the  Witham  among  the  bottom  fishers  have 
come  from  the  Bardney  district.  There  Lincoln  anglers 
have  been  doing  well,  not  only  on  the  main  river,  but  on 
the  Barlings.  Some  good  bags  have  also  been  made  at 
Southrey.  One  angler  had  in  his  take  a  brace  of  roach 
scalirg  31b.  Near  the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal 
another  angler  got  141b.  Pike  fishing  in  this  district  has 
not  been  worth  much,  but  some  good  captures  have  been 
made  near  Anton  Gowts  Lock  with  both  natural  and 
artificial  lure,  but,  singular  to  say,  all  fish  captured  are  on 
the  small  side,  notwithstanding  that  good  specimens  are 
knosvn  to  he  in  the  water.  The  water  in  the  drains 
around  Boston  has  been  let  down  to  a  point  at  which 
angling  ia  almost  useless.  Very  few  indeed  have  gone  out, 
and  it  is  useless  persons  taking  a  turn  in  that  district  at 
present.  The  mild  weather  is  said  to  have  had  its  usual 
effect  on  roach  and  pike,  and  should  it  continue  we  shall 
have  an  early  spawning  season ;  indeed,  some  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  spawning  may  be  noticed  towards  the  end  of 
next  month,  nearly  a  month  earlier  than  usual. — Luci. 

SCOTCH  BEFORTS. 

Locli  Tay. — The  salmon  fishing  on  Loch  Tay  opened 
on  Jan.  15  under  very  favourable  circumstances.  The 
weather  was  mild  and  clear,  and  many  salmon  were 
noticed.  On  the  Lochay  Hotel  water  Dr.  Allum  and  Mr. 
G.  R.  Ure  had  a  salmon  each,  wtighing  191b.  and  151b. 
respectively.  On  the  ITth  Dr.  Allum  had  one  weighing 
221b.,  while  Mr.  Buchanan  was  the  fortunate  capturer  of 
two,  191b.  and  231b.  ;  there  was  also  a  61b.  trout  by  Mr. 
Smith.  On  the  18th  there  was  only  one  salmon  caught, 
by  Dr.  Steel;  it  weighed  a  little  over  181b.  On  the  19th 
and  20th  a  great  amount  of  rain  fell  and  the  loch  was 
much  too  stormy  for  boats  to  be  out,  but  on  the  21st  the 
weather  cleared  up,  and  Dr.  Allam  succeeded  in  catching  a 
161b.  salmon.  On  the  22ud  Mr.  Ru«sell  was  fortunate  in 
securing  an  18-pounder,  while  Mr.  Edmond  followed  up 
on  the  24th  with  a  very  fine  fish  we'gliing  201b.  On 
tie  25th  Mr.  Galloway  kiled  one,  171b.  —  Orange 
Heckle. 

Locli  Tay  (Eenmore,  N.B.).— On  the  hotel  water, 
on  the  20th,  Mr.  Beattie  killed  salmon,  171b.  ;  on  the 
reserve  water,  Macdiarmid,  keeper,  killed  salmon,  171b. ; 
on  the  22nd,  Mr.  Beattie  killed  salmon,  131b. ;  on  the 
25th,  on  the  reserve  water,  Macdiarmid,  the  keeper,  killed 
salmon,  171b. — Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— Jan.  21,  Mrs.  Maisey,  one 
salmon,  221b.  ;  Jan.  22,  Mrs.  Maisey,  two  salmon,  191b., 
161b.— H.  Maisey. 

Noirth-East  of  Scotland,— A  slight  snowstorm  has 
been  experienced  over  the  North  of  Scotland — the  first 
since  the  early  days  of  December.  It  is  not  thought  that 
it  will  affect  the  prospects  of  the  opening  weeks  unless  it 
becomes  all  the  more  serious.  Fresh  fish  are  already 
reported  in  the  Ballater  district,  some  sixty  miles  inland, 
and,  if  this  is  the  case,  there  is  a  certainty  of  a  good  head 
being  found  well  into  the  Balmoral  and  Braemar  reaches 
even  by  the  opening  day,  or,  at  least,  very  soon  after. 
The  demand  for  Dee  waters  still  continues.  Sir  Thomas 
Burnett,  of  Crathes,  was  liteially  besieged  by  applicants 
for  the  Woodend  water,  so  long  held  by  the  late  Mr.  Wm. 
Farnell  Watson,  whose    genial    presence    and  kindly 


disposition  will  be  long  remembered  on  Deeside.  The 
Deeslde  Fishery  Board  held  a  meeting  last  week,  under  the 
presidency  of  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  when  the  Aberdeen 
Town  Council's  sewage  scheme  was  under  consideration. 
The  Dee  tidal  anglers  are  in  a  sad  pickle.  Last  year  some 
sixty  tickets  were  issued  under  a  5s.  licence.  This  year 
the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company,  who  own  the  salmon 
fishings,  and  so  claim  the  finnock  and  sea  trout,  are  to  limit 
the  tickets  to  twenty  rods  at  £1  each.  The  tendency  has 
been  in  this  direction  for  years  back,  following  the  policy 
pursued  on  the  Don,  and  lately  adopted  on  the  Ythan, 
after  similar  lines.  The  Deveron  spring  fishing  is 
expected  to  revive  now  that  the  rack  nets  and  the  dam 
dyke  have  been  removed  by  the  local  fishery  board. 
— G.  M. 

Tweed  and  Teviot. — These  rivers  have  been  running 
in  good  volume  since  my  last  report,  but  still,  in  the  Kelso 
district  there  are  no  spawning  salmon  to  be  seen.  I  have 
been  informed,  however,  that  in  the  St.  Boswell's  district 
there  has  been  a  most  abundant  show  of  breeding  fish, 
many  of  them  from  261b.  to  301b.  There  ia  not  much 
to  report  from  the  Borders  this  week.  Occasionally  a  few 
trout  are  got  from  the  main  rivers,  but  on  the  tributary 
streams  very  little  has  been  done.  Some  baskets  of  from 
21b.  to  41b.  have  been  killed  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot 
during  the  past  week,  but  the  fieh  were  in  a  very  bad 
condition,  notwithstanding  the  open  season  we  have  had. 
In  a  month  hence,  or  less,  we  shall  be  in  the  fishing  season, 
and  then  we  shall  see  that  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  are  not 
what  they  were  some  years  azo.  We  hope,  however,  for 
better  times,  and  as  the  Tweed  Commissioners  are  seemingly 
coming  to  a  reasonable  sense  of  their  duty,  we  hope  to 
see  that  the  Tweed  will  once  more  take  its  place  as  one  of 
the  first  salmon  streams  in  the  kingdom. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  Co.  Antrim).— Angling  opens  on 
Tuesday  next.  At  present  (Wednesday)  the  water  is  in 
fair  order,  the  weather  very  mild,  and  plenty  of  olein  fish 
are  running  up,  which  ensures  early  sport.  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  white  trout  yet.  The  late  spawning  season 
was  very  successful. — J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  season  opens  on  the  1st  prox., 
Tuesday,  and  judging  from  present  appearances  spring 
fishing  should  open  pretty  well.  The  past  four  seasons 
were  poor  ones,  so  that  it  is  hoped  that  the  coming  one 
will  redeem  the  character  of  the  Corrib. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers. — The  Cork  rivers  are  new  in  good 
order,  and  sport  is  expected  to  be  good  when  the  spring 
angling  opens.  The  larger  rivers,  such  as  the  Lee  and 
Blactwater,  already  hold  a  good  supply  of  spring  fish. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Cummeragh  and  Inny. — These  rivers  are  neiw  in 
good  order,  and  sport  should  be  good  on  the  first  mentioned 
water  when  the  angling  opens  on  Feb.  1.  The  Inny  yields 
but  brown  trout  fishing  up  to  May,  when  the  sea  trout 
begin  to  arrive.  Salmon  fishing  on  the  Inny  is  seldom 
good  before  the  end  of  June. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Salmon  continue  to  come  up  pretty  freely  from  the  sea, 
and  if  the  weather  keeps  in  its  present  favourable  condi- 
tion good  sport  is  expected.  The  final  preparations  are 
now  being  made  by  anglers  here  for  the  angling,  which 
opens  on  Feb.  1.  Major  G.  Cresswell  has  already  arrived 
for  the  spring  angling  at  the  Butler's  Arms  Hotel,  and 
many  other  gentlemen  are  expected  down  for  the  opening 
day.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.  —  Pollack  anglers  are  once  more 
getting  good  sport  around  Horse  Island  and  near  Bolus 
Head  and  Boulikille  Bay.  Bottom  fishing  for  whiting, 
gurnard,  &c.,  does  not  become  general  here  before  May. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — The  cilm  weather  which  has 
prevailed  for  the  last  three  weeks  has  caused  the  water  to 
remain  unusually  clear,  and  as  a  consequence  fishing  is 
still  very  precarious.  Some  good  catches  of  codling  and 
whiting  have  been  made  by  several  boats,  chiefly  at  night, 
while  some  have  scarcely  received  any  reward  for  their 
labours.  During  the  three  closing  days  of  last  week  very 
poor  returns  were  made  upon  the  pier,  bDth  during  the 
day  and  aiter  nightfall.  Messrs.  Handley,  Walker,  Moore, 
and  Linfoot  fished  for  several  hours  on  the  first  day  of  the 
present  week,  but  took  only  a  few  dabs  and  several  five- 
bearded  rocklings.  The  same  gentlemen,  together  with 
Messrs.  Page,  Back,  and  Wood,  had  somewhat  better 
sport  on  Monday,  though  the  highest  individual 
catch  only  amounted  to  eighteen  dabs.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brooks  joined  forces  with  the  above  on  Tuesday,  but 
sport  again  ruled  slow,  though  some  of  the  dabs  taken 
were  fine  specimens.  Messrs.  Page  and  Back  did  well  in 
a  boat  during  the  evening,  their  take  consisting  of  above 
three  score  of  codling  and  whiting.  The  evening's  catch 
from  the  pier  consisted  almost  entirely  of  very  small 
whiting  and  pouting.  Some  nice  dabs  were  taken  upon 
the  pier  to-day  (Wednesday),  nearly  all  of  which  were  in 
exceedingly  good  condition.  Mr.  Filmer  also  had  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  grey  gurnard.  Many  of  the  boats  did 
well  in  deep  water,  some  of  the  whiting  caught  being  of 
large  size  and  in  good  condition.  One  boat  also  brought 
ashore  a  considerable  number  of  nurse -dogs.  —  J. 
Eichardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal. — The  weather  stiU  keeps  fine,  water  very  clear. 
Sevei  al  anglers  put  in  an  appearance  on  Saturday  for 
night  fishing.  Messrs.  BaU,  Tautz,  Taylor,  Bennett,  and 
Johnson  put  out  in  the  lugger  B.S.A.  A  fresh  breeze 
sprung  up  from  the  north-east,  very  dark,  and,  owing  to 
the  condition  of  the  weather,  they  made  for  the  shore 


early  without  any  fish  j  since  then  the  Jiight  fishing  ha.s 
been  very  good,  and  a  few  score  of  fine  whiting  have  been 
landed  to-day.  If  weather  ia  favourable  the  tides  will 
suitforlatterpartof  week.— Edward  Hanger (H.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.— The  weather  is  still  very  favourable  for 
fishing,  in  fact,  it  does  not  seem  inclined  to  change,  and  1 
think  Father  Christmas  has  deserted  us  this  year.  People 
can  be  seen  sitting  out  on  the  promenades  overlooking  the 
sea  as  if  it  was  summer,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  ripple  on 
the  water.  If  the  weather  continues  fine  for  next  month, 
I  shall  certainly  see  about  fitting  out  my  boat.  There  is 
plenty  of  pollack  catching  both  with  the  natural  and 
artificial  bait.  Flat  fish  are  showing  good  tport, 
but  they  are  out  of  season.  Some  people  do  not 
seem  to  mind  whether  fish  are  in  season  or  not, 
but  will  eat  them  all  the  year  round.  This  I  cannot 
*do,  for  I  consider  a  fresh  fish  in  season  and  a  fresh 
fish  out  of  season  are  two  very  ditferent  things.  Of 
course,  if  they  are  raked  up  in  a  trawl,  and  knocked  about 
or  packed  in  ice  for  a  few  days  before  the  consumer  gets 
them,  it  does  not  much  matter  whether  they  are  in  season 
or  not,  the  taste  would  be  pretty  much  the  same.  Grey 
mullet  are  still  on  the  feed,  and  great  numbers  are  being 
taken  daily  at  the  Great  Western  Docks.  Tliey  afford 
good  sport  for  the  rod  and  line  fisherman,  and  those  I  have 
seen  are  in  good  condition,  although  it  is  very  early  in  the 
year  for  them. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Eastbourne. — Some  good  sport  is  now  being  had  off 
the  pier  head  with  dabs  ;  good  size.  Best  baits  ;  lugworm, 
hermits,  and  mussel.  Also  some  very  nice  codling  from 
off  the  Bolder-bank.  About  200yds.  from  the  pier  head, 
Penfold,  the  fisherman,  had  several  a  day  or  two  ago. 
Prospects  good  and  sea  calm.  Every  chance  of  good  sport. 
—J.  W.  SoDDY  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sea  angling  here  has  been  chiefly  confined 
to  poUacldng,  in  which  department  fair  sport  has  been  had 
last  week.  Fishermen  along  the  coast  are  now  making 
preparations  for  the  spring  mackerel  fishing,  which  ia 
expected  to  open  early. — T.  J.  D. 


The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Feb.  4.    Lowest  tide  Feb.  1. 


Scarborough 

Yarmouth  .. 
Lowestoft  .. 
Aldeburgh  .. 
Harwich   


Southend,  Sheer-) 
ness.  and  Leigh  J 

Margate,  Broad-) 
Btairs,  &  Rams- 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastbourne  and  ■) 
Brighton.  j 


Newhaven 
Shoreham 


Portsmouth  and ) 
Hayllng  Island  j 

Chichester   

Bournemouth  

Plymouth  


Sat. 

Sun. 

Hon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

8.49 
p.m. 
9.  9 

a.m. 
9.33 
p.m. 
10.  1 

a.m. 

10.33 
p.m. 
11.12 

a.m. 
11..52 
p.m. 

a.m. 

0.-32 
p.m 
1.11 

a.m. 
1.47 
p.m. 
2.18 

a.m. 

2.45 
p.m. 
3.  9 

1.2-5 
1.43 

2.  2 
2.23 

2.48 
3.20 

4.  1 
4.43 

5.26 
6.  7 

6  45 
7.18 

7.46 
8.  9 

2.  7 
2.2-5 

2.44 
3.  5 

3.29 
4.  2 

4.43 
5.25 

6.  8 
6.49 

7.27 
8.  0 

8.28 
8.51 

2.56 
3.14 

3.33 
3.54 

4.19 
4  51 

5.32 
6.14 

6.57 
7.88 

8.16 
8.49 

9.17 
9.40 

4.18 
4.36 

4. -35 
5.16 

5.41 
6.13 

6.-52 
7.37 

8.21 
9.  2 

9.40 
10.12 

10.40 
11.  4 

5.  5 
5.26 

5.46 
6.11 

6.38 
7.12 

7.52 
8.34 

9.16 
9.58 

10.36 
11.  9 

11.33 
11.56 

4.  7 
4.26 

4.46 
5.  9 

5.35 
6.  7 

6.45 
7.28 

8.12 
8.54 

9  32 
10.  6 

10.34 
10.57 

3.32 
3.51 

4.11 
4.33 

5.  0 
5.34 

6.11 
6.51 

7  38 
8.13 

8.47 
9.14 

9.3.S 
10.  2 

3.12 
3.31 

3.51 
4.13 

4.40 
5.14 

5.51 
6.31 

7.13 
7.53 

8.27 
8.54 

8.18 
9.40 

3.40 
3.59 

4.19 
4.41 

5.  8 
5.42 

6.19 
6.59 

7.41 
8.21 

8.55 
9.22 

9.46 
10.  8 

3.28 
3.S0 

4.14 
4.43 

4.12 
5.. 50 

6.35 
7.23 

8.  8 
8.46 

9.18 
9.42 

10.  4 
10.24 

3.57 
4.16 

4.36 
4.58 

5.25 
-5.69 

0.36 
7.16 

7.58 
8.38 

9.12 
9.39 

10.  3 
10.25 

3.57 
4.16 

4.36 
5.  0 

5.30 
6.  7 

6.47 
7.30 

S.14 
8.54 

9.29 
9.58 

10.23 
10.45 

3.45 
4.  4 

4.24 
4.48 

5.18 
5.55 

6  35 
7.17 

8.  0 
8.41 

9.16 
9.45 

10.10 
10.31 

1.14 

1.33 

1.53 
2.17 

2.47 

8.24 

4.  4 
4.46 

6.28 
6.10 

6.45 
7.14 

7.38 
8.  0 

10.  7 
10.26 

10.45 
11.11 

1L39 

0.14 
0.51 

1.34 
2.14 

2.54 
3.32 

4.  6 
4.34 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  telegraph. — Friday,  9.1-3  a.m. 
Eamsgate. — Overcast,  clear  horizon  ;  smooth ;  W.X.W, 
Folkestone. — Fine;  smooth;  N.W.,  light. 
Margate. — Fine;  smooth;  W. 
Dover. — Overcast;  smooth;  N.W.,  light. 
Hastings. — Dull;  smooth;  N. 
Deal. — Overcast;  smooth;  W. 
Hythe. — Fine;  calm;  N. 


A  WOSDEBFUL  Invention  ia  one  which,  whilst  being  useful  to 
the  world,  has  hardly  before  been  dreamt  of  by  seientiBc  men. 
Many  astonishing  proposals  have  frequently  been  made  with 
reference  to  a  revoluticn  in  our  already  rapid  means  of  loco- 
motion, but  nothing  practical  has  yet  been  effected.  No  doubt  the 
time  will  come  when  a  trip  between  London  and  New  York  will 
seem  like  a  pleasant  excursion  of  a  few  hours'  duration.  The 
ingenuity  of  man  can  accomplish  wonders,  and  there  is  no  telling 
when  its  limit  will  be  reached.  It  will  be  difficult,  however,  to 
produce  anything  more  wonderful  than  Holloway  s  Pills  and 
Oinicent.  As  sterling  remedies  for  all  complaiuts  nothing  can 
equal  them. 
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Jingling  ^nxttxxes. 

January  30.   

Albion  Brothers:  Match  at  Hampton  Court. 
Allason  United  Brothers  ;  Match  at  Walton. 
Battersea  Friendly  :  Lapsed  piiie  outing. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  :  January  competition. 
Brompton  :  Competition  and  dinner  at  Pangbourne. 
Cambridge  Heat'i  Brothers:  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Canning  Town  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Prize  outing. 
Collingwood  :  Oatiag  to  Maidenhead. 
Earlsfield  :  Match  on  the  Mole. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Competition. 
Jolly  Butchers  :  Outing  to  Richmond. 
Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
Queen's  Pisoatorials  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
Wenlock:  Match  at  Windsor. 
West  Newington  :  Roving  match. 
Woolwich  Brothers  :  Challenge  cup  contest. 
January  31. 
Allasou  United  :  Benefit  concert. 
St.  John's  :  Visit. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
February  2. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Prize  outiug. 
February  3. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Outing  on  the  Thames. 

Prince  of  Wales  :  Visit. 

Sundial :  Concert  and  distribution. 

West  London :  Outing. 


Feb.  G. — Anglers'  Pride  :  Outing. 

,,  6. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Outing  to  Walton. 

,,  0. — Forest  Gate  :  Outing. 

,,  6. — Good  Intent :  Oating  to  St.  Margaret's. 

,,  6. — Highbury:  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 

,,  6 —Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Cookham, 

,,  (). — Originil  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  ti. — Phoenix  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

,,  fi. — Serapis:  Outing  to  Sonning. 

,,  C. — Sundial:  Competition  at  Langley. 

6.  — Wag  goners  :  Match. 

,,  C. — Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 

,,  C. — Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Rye  House. 

,,  6. — West  Ham  Brothers :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 

„  7.— Mitre  Brothers  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 

7.  — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner, 
,,  8. — Dalston:  A.B.S.  concert. 

„  8. — Mildmay  :  Annual  dinner. 

8.  — Park  1  Visit. 

,,  9. — Eagle  :  Smoking  concert. 

))  10. — New  Albion  Pisoatorials  :  Lantern  lecture  and 
concert. 

,,  12. — Lychnobitss  :  Outing. 

,,  13.— Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Match  at  Cookhim. 

,,  13. — Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  :  Outing. 

,,  13. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

,,  13. — United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

,,  14. — Hearts  of  Oak:  A. B.S.  concert. 

,,  15. — Original  Alexandra  :  A. B.S.  concert. 

J,  16. — Fly  Pishei-s'  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

II  19. — Lychnobit?s:  Benefit  concert. 

,1  21. — Clissold  :  Benefit  concert. 

,1  22. — Good  Intent :  Annual  supper. 

,1  22. — Original  Alexandra  :  Annual  supper, 

„  27.— Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 


Eepotts  from  CIu&s 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  iis  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
&r:st  post  on  Friday  Morning .  Address  "Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Du.nstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  "Club  Repoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Ang'lers'  Association.  —  Southern  Disteict.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  goes  to  the  St.  Albans 
A.S.,  on  Monday,  Feb.  7. — A.  Painter. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance  Tavern 
Vassal-road,  Brixton,  S.W.— On  Jan.  23,  while  pater- 
nostering  at  Walton,  Mr.  Lidbetter  hooked  and  landed  a 
trout  of  about  61b.,  a  female  fish  in  splendid  condition, 
and  full  of  spawn,  which  was  carefully  returned  to  the 
water.  Mr.  Bruce  weighed-in  some  good  roach  from  the 
same  place,  and  three  jack  were  taken  on  Saturday 
weighing  141b.  (best  fish  51b.  12oz.),  from  the  Lea,  by— 
William  Eyke. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Anglings  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate.— 
Several  members  were  out  on  Jan.  23  and  had  fish,  but  no 
exceptional  takes.  Our  sweepstakes  for  cash  prizes  takes 
place  in  the  lock  cut,  Walton-on-Thames,  on  Jan.  30, 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster ;  not  to  start  before 
signal  from  secretary.  The  committee  of  the  above 
decided  an  important  question,  which  was  very  satisfactory 
to  all  of  the  members.  Brother  anglers,  do  not  forget 
Charley  Sansom's  benefit  on  Monday  next,  at  above.  Our 
room  holds  201). — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields. — Oh  Jan.  23  Messrs. 
Giiittard  and  Drew  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  A  concert 
IS  announced  for  Feb.  1;  Mr.  Wheeler,  our  new  host, 
requests  me  on  his  behalf  to  extend  a  special  invitation  to 
all ;  he  has  promised  some  good  talent  and  an  extension  of 
time  till  2  a  ni. ;  chair  taken  at  8.-30.    I  hope  Mr.  Wheeler 


will  be  well  supported,  this  being  his  house  warmer. — J. 
Chambees. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Pinsbury. — Had  a  good  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  Messrs.  Harding,  Stephenson,  and  Haynes 
weighed-in  a  nice  show  ot  parch,  roach,  and  dace. 
Members  please  turn  up  next  week,  as  business  of  im- 
portance has  to  be  settled.- G.  Haynics. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun 
Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road,  Clerkenwell.— 
On  Jan.  23  a  good  many  of  our  members  were  out ;  the 
following  weighed-in  roach,  dacp,  aud  perch  :  Messrs. 
Watling,  Gib.  loz.  ;  Lambarth,  31b.  12oz.  ;  Hutohingson, 
21b.  12oz. ;  Shury,  21b.  4Joz.  Messrs.  Cripps,  Walker, 
and  Payne  also  weighed-in.  On  last  maeting  night  we 
enrolled  another  working  member. — A.  Cripps. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — The  next  prize  outing  is 
to  evoking  on  Feb.  6 ;  cease  fishing  at  5  p.m.  A  large 
muster  of  members  attended  on  meeting  night,  Jan.  2G, 
when  Mr.  J.  Broach  was  proposed  and  elected  a  working 
member. — G.  H.  Allen. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Jan.  23  the 
following  members,  Messrs.  W.  Thomas,  Mead,  Ireland, 
and  Addison  weighed-in  some  good  roach  and  dace.  The 
remaining  prizes  not  won  in  previous  jack  match  will  be 
fished  for  on  Jan.  30.  Mr.  Hersint  gives  an  "  Enoyclo- 
pojdia"  for  largest  jack  taken.  Mr.  G.  Martin  was 
elected  a  working  member. — A  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Clapham 
Junction,  S.W. — Since  my  last  report  we  fished  our 
match  at  Hampton,  but  only  two  took  prizes ;  T.  Tring- 
ham,  first,  with  perch;  and  Mr.  A.  Painter,  second,  with 
roach.  Remaining  prize  to  ba  fished  for  on  the  30th  ; 
same  conditions.  Mr.  W.  Montague  weighed-in  jack  on  the 
25th.  Our  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  List  took  place  on 
Tuesday,  when  the  following  clubs  were  represented  : 
Second  Surrey,  Peckham,  Wellington,  St.  Alban's, 
Waggoners,  Blackfiiars,  St.  Thomas,  South  Bermondsey, 
Clapham  Junction,  Firm  and  True,  Jolly  Butchers',  and 
three  off  the  list,  Richmond,  Walham  Green,  and  West- 
minster. A  pleasant  evening  was  spent,  although  poorly 
represented.  We  made  another  new  member  on 
Wednesday. — T.  Teingham. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E.— Mr.  Wheelhouse,  out  with  Mr. 
Bartholomew,  of  Goring,  has  weighed-in  some  grand 
shows  of  roach.  On  Wednesday,  the  19th,  himself  and 
a  friend  caught  over  401b.  of  roaoh.  On  Jan.  23  Mr. 
Wheelhouse  weighed-in  191b.  roach  ;  Mr.  Whiley,  bream 
from  Amberley  (largest  31b.  ■i:\oz.)  I  should  like  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  members  next  Wednesday. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Jan.  23  Mr. 
J.  Taylor  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  8Ib.  8Joz.  ; 
Mr.  R.  Lummes,  roach  and  dace.  Jan.  26  being  audit 
night,  the  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed  as  satis- 
factory. The  quarterly  peg-down  match  is  fixed  to  take 
place  on  Feb.  13  at  Cookham,  when  we  fish  for  three 
prizes  under  the  usual  conditions.. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Dojley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Jan.  23  Mr.  Moore 
weighed-in  jack,  roach,  and  dace  from  the  Thames,  and 
the  week  before  91b.  of  roach.  Mr.  E.  Brigga  also  had 
some  nice  roach.  Members  will  please  note  that  the 
train  leaves  Paddington  at  9  a  m.  on  Jan.  30  for  the  com- 
petition and  dinner  at  Pangbourne.  We  hope  to  have  a 
good  muster.  I  am  sorry  to  report  the  death  of  one  of 
our  oldest  members,  Dick  Dutton.  He  was  known  to  a 
great  many  anglers,  but  for  the  last  eight  or  nine  years  he 
had  not  been  out  much  with  the  pole. — H.  R. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  Jan.  23  our  match  at  Rye  House  was 
not  a  great  success,  only  two  prizes  being  taken  :  Mr.  B. 
Sawyer,  first,  with  percb  ;  Mr.  R.  Hubbard,  second, 
perch.  Mr.  H.  Everitt  weighed-in  roach,  but  was  not  in  the 
match.  Remaining  prizes  to  be  fished  for  roving ; 
members  to  go  where  they  please  ;  not  to  start  before  the 
morning  of  Jan.  30. — P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
Jan.  23  :  Mr.  Critcher,  perch ;  Mr.  Marshall,  roach.  We 
have  a  roving  match,  Thames  only,  Jan.  30.  All  to  start 
on  the  morning. — E.  Boxall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.  —  In  our 
match  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  on  the  23rd  inst.,  Mr.  T.  Stone 
was  successful  in  winning  a  prize  with  a  small  show  of 
roach.  Our  remaining  prizes  and  Mr.  Claydon's  prize  will 
be  fished  for  on  the  30th,  at  the  same  place  and  conditions. 
— 0.  Jones. 

Clapham  Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  the  23rd  inst.  the  following  had  fish :  H.  Moore,  roach 
and  chub;  H.  Pegg,  dace;  G.  T.  Jameson,  perch  and 
roach.  Members  please  attend  meeting  night,  Feb.  3,  as 
important  business  will  be  transacted. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— At  our  last  meeting  it 
was  arranged  that  a  prize  outing  takes  place  on  Jan.  30 
for  three  prizes,  this  making  the  second  this  month. 
Match  to  be  fished  at  Woking,  at  usual  time  ;  jack  and 
punts  barred.  I  should  like  to  see  all  members  turn  out, 
nnd  also  see  them  next  Tuesday,  to  arrange  further 
important  business. — S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
Iiist. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Foley 
A.S.,  held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Great  Barlow-street, 
Marylebone,  on  Thursday  next,  Feb.  3.— F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Jan.  23  we  were 


saved  from  a  blank  by  Mr.  Osment  with  a  nice  show  of 
roach.  On  Monday,  Feb.  21,  we  hold  a  smoking  concert 
on  behalf  of  Bro.  E.  Hunt,  who  has  been  laid  up  for  some 
time.  Hoping  to  see  aU  brother  anglers  who  can  attend. 
— E.  J.  Mallett. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Roobester- 
row,  Westminster,  S.W.— On  Jan.  23  Mr.  W.  Newton 
weiglicd-iu  dace  from  the  Thames.— J.  White. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blaokfriars-road,  S.B.— On  Jan.  23 
Messrs.  Ball,  Turner,  Downes,  and  Boyd  wei^hed-iu 
roach,  dace,  and  perch.  Our  monthly  outing  will  be  at 
Maidenhead  on  the  30th  inst.  Tow-jath,  from  Maidenhead 
Bridge  upwards.  Usual  conditions.  Trains  ;  Farringdon- 
street,  8.1"  p.m.  for  Paddington  ;  return  from  Maiden- 
head, 5.57  p.m.  Mr.  Sorge  was  elected  a  delegate  for  the 
Central  Association  in  place  of  Mr.  G.  J.  Ford,  resigned. 
— W.  Ash. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Hollo  way-road,  N. — Members  have  had  good  shows 
of  fish  lately,  amongst  others  being  several  jack,  heaviest 
9jlb.,  by  Mr.  Hawes,  and  a  lO^oz.  dace  by  Mr.  Clayton 
(Thames).  We  have  an  outing  on  Feb.  13  ;  full  particulars 
of  the  hon.  sec. — A.  Clayton. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — The  following  mem- 
bers weighed-in  on  Jan.  23  :  Messrs.  Buck,  81b.  15oz.  of 
roach  (best  lib.  12|oz  ) ;  Barker,  61b.  5oz.  of  dace  ;  Baens 
and  Millett,  ssme  nice  roach. — W.  Jenkins. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — Messrs.  C.  and  T.  Rosser 
weighed-in,  on  .jan.  23,  a  fine  show  of  roach  from  the 
tidal  waters.  _We  had  a  strong  muster  of  members,  and 
importaut  business  was  done  in  arranging  our  next  prize 
outing,  as  there  are  several  gojd  prizes  to  be  fished  for. 
One  new  member  was  proposed. — T.  Rossee. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon-road, 
N. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  had  some  good  shows  of 
fish,  among  them  being  a  roaoh  lib.  GJoz.,  taken  by  Mr. 
Stibbings,  and  one  of  lib.  5Joz.,  taken  by  Mr.  Calicut. 
On  Jan.  23  Messrs.  Ellis,  Calicut,  Stebbings,  and  Carlton 
weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace.  Now  the 
season  is  drawing  to  a  close  members  will  do  well  to  have 
a  look  at  their  prize  cards,  as  there  are  a  number  of  prizes 
not  yet  won. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospite,!,  W.  —  An 
outing  will  take  place  on  March  6,  and  it  is  requested  that 
the  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  decide  where  it 
shall  be,  and  the  conditions.  Messrs.  Chapman,  Fowler, 
Mitchell,  Ellins,  Glaister,  and  Lawford  weighed-in  fish  on 
the  23rd,  and  on  the  25th  Messrs.  Bourlett  and  King  had 
roach  from  the  Thames. — J.  E.  Lawford. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.  —  Mr.  Maybury  brought  in 
221b.  of  gocd  roach  on  the  23rd  inst. ;  Mr.  Thompson 
also  had  roach ;  Mr.  Diflint  and  Griffen,  jack.  Mr. 
Arnauld  and  Mr.  J.  Coker  had  a  good  take  of  jack  (eleven 
fish),  from  91b.  to  51b.  each.  The  members  fish  for  prizes 
at  St.  Margaret's  on  Feb.  6 ;  all  start  by  first  train. — 
R.  Murphy.  » 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Mr.  A.  Bagshaw  had  a  nice 
show  of  jack  ;  Mr.  Calicut,  roach  and  bream;  and  Mr. 
H.  Bagshaw,  chub.  We  have  a  smoking  concert  on 
Mondiy,  Feb,  14,  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society.  _Will  secretaries  of  clubs  who  have  not  received 
a  notice  kindly  take  note  ? — C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
ToUington-road,  N. — Pangbourne  has  been  chosen  for 
our  outing  on  Feb.  6.  Will  all  members  who  intend 
going  let  me  know  by  Wednesday  at  latest,  so  that  I  may 
make  arrangements  for  their  accommodation  ?  There 
are  a  few  final  details  to  be  decided  on  Wednesday,  when 
their  attendance  would  be  desirable.  Some  good  fish 
have  been  recorded  lately — a  roach,  lib.  12oz.,  by  Mr. 
Woods  ;  and  a  pike  from  the  Thames,  91b.  G02.,  by  the 
undersigned.  J.  Parsons  has  lad  jack  and  71b.  roac'i 
and  dace;  and  G.  Parsons  jack  from  the  club  T^ater; 
Fielding,  perch ;  and  Rutheriord,  daoe,  from  the  Oolne, 
— E.  W. 

Eozton   Brothers  Angling    Society,  Spread 

Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  N.— On  Jan.  23 
Messrs.  J.  Huntley  and  T.  Sowerbutts  weighed-in  jick; 
F.  Ne  wton,  roach ;  W.  Bailey,  roaoh ;  J,  Wiltshire, 
roach.  The  second  Bohemian  concert  held  on  Tuesday 
last,  Jan.  25,  was  a  success ;  Mr.  F.  Thorling  occupied  the 
chair,  faced  by  E.  Brockett  in  the  vice.  Our  thanks  are 
due  to  the  iiriistes  who  contributed  to  the  programme,  viz., 
Miss  Lizzie  Owen,  Messrs.  W.  Musgrave,  jun.,  F.  Steptoe, 
Bill  Midson,  Fred  Thorling,  A.  MoGuiness,  W.  Pocock, 
W.  Knight,  jun.,  W.  Smith,  F.  Newton,  E.  Lawrence, 
Upson,  Rogers,  &c.  On  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  1,  we  select 
for  an  outing  ;  members  please  attend. — Johnny'. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Mr.  Burwash,  dace  ;  Mr. 
Croker,  roach  ;  Mr.  Herbert,  roach  ;  Mr.  Howard,  daca  ; 
Mr.  Bojs,  roach;  Mr.  Wilks,  roach;  weighed-in  on 
Jan.  23.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  business  in 
hand  was  for  a  concert  for  the  re-stocking  fund,  Mr. 
Holder  in  the  chair,  when  it  was  ssttled  to  have  the 
concert  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  22  ;  ladies  invited  ;  admittance 
by  programme,  which  can  be  had  of  any  of  the  committee 
of  the  above  society. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — Only  two  of  the 
three  ip  c':al  prizes  competed  for  on  Jtn.  23  were  taken, 
Messrs.  Hayward  and  Butt  being  the  winners.  The  re- 
maining one,  with  two  added  prizes,  will  be  competed  for 
agaiu  on  Jan.  30,  competitors  being  allowed  to  choose 
their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred).  There 
are  also  three  specials  to  be  competed  for  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  2 ;  same  condition  as  the  above,— H.  B. 
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Jelly  Bntcliers  Angling^  Society,  George  tbe 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  8.E. — We  fish  our 
next  match  at  Richmond  on  Jan.  30  ;  first  train  from 
Waterloo ;  cease  fishing  4.30  p.m.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  for  important  business. — G, 

EDW.4RDS. 

Lincoln  Angling'  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  Jan.  23  the  folloyring 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  :  Messrs.  Cook,  White,  Biggs, 
and  Bowley.  On  Jan.  30  members  will  leave  Waterloo 
Station  by  the  7.55  in  the  morning,  and  return  by  the 
8  o'clock  from  Shepperton  at  night ;  usual  conditions  ; 
two  rods  allowed.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — The  weather  for  the  time  of  year  is  very 
mild,  aud  quite  suitable  for  angling.  No  catches  have, 
however,  been  reported,  and  though  several  of  our 
members  have  been  out  piking,  non-success,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  has  been  their  fate.  Our  chairman,  Mr.  _Whit- 
tington,  Oapt.  Maonab,  and  Messrs.  Veile  (vice-president). 
Bond,  Raper,  and  myself,  visited  the  Knowsley  water  last 
week  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  how  matters  were 
looking  in  view  of  the  approaching  season.  After  care- 
fully looking  over  everythiag,  it  was  decided  to  repair  the 
platform,  punt,  and  pavilion.  We  fixed  the  screen,  eo 
kindly  presented  by  Mr.  Tilberton,  in  front  of  the  overflow 
grating  to  prevent  the  small  fry  from  escaping,  and 
altogether  the  outing  was  a  success  and  very  much 
enjoyed. — R.  Woolfall. 

Jttaldon  and  Hey  bridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— Several  good  roach 
have  been  taken  from  ths  Langford  waters  again.  Mr.  S. 
Vince  had  good  sport  in  the  tidal  waters  at  Beeleigh 
Floodgate  Hole,  on  the  22nd  inst..  with  roach ;  Mr.  Ben 
Severs  caught  two  jack,  and  F.  Keen,  one,  on  the 
21it  inst.  ;  Mr.  W.  Woodford,  Stepney  Brothers  A.S., 
had  some  very  nice  roach,  several  over  lib.,  and  the  largest 
lib.  6|oz.  ;  W.  Hunt  also  secured  some  roach,  the  largest 
lib.  5oz. ;  H.  Mills,  roach  over  lib.  each.  Several  pike 
have  again  been  taken  near  Rush's  Lock,  Ulting,  on  fha 
23rd  inst.,  by  a  party  of  anglers  from  Maldon,  the  largest 
about  61b.  There  will  be  a  smoking  concert  on  Jan.  29 
at  the  above  clubhous3. — P.  Keex. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington  Green,  N. — At  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  the 
balance-sheet  was  passtd,  and  considered  the  most  satis- 
factory the  club  has  ever  had.  Prize  list  for  present  half 
year  was  commenced,  and  over  £4  43.  offered  for  various 
specimen  fish.  Our  13th  annual  dinner  wiU  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  8,  and  a  concert  will  follow,  and  the  dinner 
committee  are  getting  together  a  splendid  programme, 
and  I  hope  every  member  will  endeavour  to  join  us  on  the 
8th.  There  are  a  few  tickets  left,  and  an  early  applica- 
tion should  be  made  if  any  member  wishes  to  dispose  of 
any  tickets.— H.  Stockdale. 

SXitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn.  — On  Jan.  16  Mr.  Collins 
weighed-in  dace  from  the  Lea.  On  Feb.  7  we  have  a 
concert  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  Our  club-room  has  been 
altered,  and  all  visi  orswill  receive  a  hearty  welcome.  On 
Jan.  31  a  special  meeting  is  called  for  business  of 
impoitance. — A.  Toplis. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Jan.  23  Mr.  J. 
Moreton  weighed-in  101b.  of  jack;  Mr.  S.  Orrow,  51b.  9oz. 
roach  ;  Mr.  S.  Dulien,  21b.  lOoz.  jack.  We  have  a  host  of 
talent  promised  to  attend  our  first  Bohemian  cone«rt  on 
Feb.  15  ;  Mr.  Frank  Newton  (Hoxton  Brothers)  in  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Earnest  Lawrence  (Hearts  of  Oak)  vice. 
We  have  one  prize  left  on  hand,  to  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  6. 
E.  Brockett. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
George  the  Fourth,  Goswell-road.— Our  trays  were  well 
filled  on  Jan.  23  by  Mr.  Hill  with  chub  (largest  31b.)  ; 
Mr.  Crisp,  roach  and  perch ;  Mr.  Isaacs,  chub ;  and 
Messrs.  Keys  and  Woods,  roach  and  perch. — A.  Hill. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— On  the  23rd  inst.  the  following  had  fish  : 
Messrs.  Hopton,  roach  and  perch;  Vyell,  roach  and 
perch  from  the  Lea ;  Rosevear,  roach  and  perch  ;  Reitz, 
perch  ;  Thompson,  parch  ;  Carter,  parch.  The  next 
return  visit  on  the  N.  and  N.E.  Suburban  District  will 
take  place  at  the  above  house  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  8.  Any 
society  not  receiving  notice  on  this  list  please  take  this  as 
such.— W.  S. 

Fhoaniz  Angling  Society,  The  Grown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — Our  match  at  Shiplake  on  Feb.  6  is  for  three 
prizes.  All  to  go  down  on  the  morning ;  one  rod  ;  bank 
only.— R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  —  The  following 
weighed-in  on  Jan.  23  :  Mr.  Clist,  roach ;  Mr.  Wheeler, 
roach ;  and  Mr.  Haynes,  roach.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a 
smoking  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of  our  late 
member,  Mr.  Claydon,  when  I  trust  angling  friends  will 
assist  us  on  this  deserving  occasion. — W.  B. 

Qneen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  Jan.  23  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  J.  Winsby,  sen.,  W.  Harding,  J.  Reeve,  G.  Winsby, 
and  Geo.  Keene.  On  Jan.  30  our  outing  takes  place  at 
Cookham,  when  I  do  hope  all  members  ^^111  compete. 
Leave  Paddington  by  the  8:40  a.m.  train  ;  saloon  carriage. 
—Geo.  Keene. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Uarcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street. — Several  membars  were  out  on 
Jan.  20,  and  we  had  a  nice  show  of  jack,  chub,  and  roach 
on  the  trays  in  the  evening.  We  have  room  for  several 
good  fishing  members  in  this  society,  and  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  answer  any  questions  from  anglers  wishing  to  join. — 
A.  B.  Payne. 

Royal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-. — On  Jan.  23  only  two  membars 
weighed-iii :  Messrs.  Webber  and  Gibbons.    Last  meeting 


night  we  had  the  pleasure  of  adding  one  more  camlidate 
to  our  list,  and  trust  to  make  him  a  working  member  next 
meeting  night.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance  at  next 
meeting  — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow. — On  Jj,n.  23  our  members  were  out  to 
fish  for  the  remainiog  prizes  which  were  left  over,  and  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  W.  Tissaaw,  pjrch;  Mr.  Perry 
had  some  nice  roach,  but  too  late  to  weigh-in.  At  our  last 
meeting  Mr.  E.  P^rry  gave  a  prize  as  the  members  wish. — 

F.  PiGNATELLI. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Hart  Hotel, 
High-street,  Stoke  Newington. — We  hid  a  very  handsome 
show  of  fish  last  Wednesday  by  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  :  Six 
jack,  total  weight,  281b.  Uoz. ;  also  four  perch,  21b.  15|oz., 
21b.  6joz.,  21b.  l|oz.,  and  lib.  7Joz.— total,  81b.  15oz.  ;  the 
perch  he  kindly  presented  to  the  society,  and  they  have 
been  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  for  preserva- 
tion. Notice  will  be  given  next  week  as  to  tlia  date  of 
Mr.  Jeffrey's  reading,  which  will  be  augmented  by  sixty 
lantern  views.  We  expact  to  hive  a  big  muster.  Members 
who  intend  going  to  Sonning  next  Saturday  will  please 
send  their  names  in  to  the  secretary  by  Wednesday  next, 
so  that  he  can  write  about  accommodation. — C.  Tilbury. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — Our  trays 
were  well  filled  with  fish  on  Jan.  23,  by  the  following  : 
Messrs,  James  Petrie,  roach,  81b.  lloz. ;  Spencer,  jun., 
roach,  lOoz. ;  Wells,  roach,  21b.  7oz. ;  Ben  Smith,  roach, 
21b.  51b.  ;W.  Roach,  roach,  21b.  4oz..;  and  W.  Aldis, 
jick,  51b.  lloz.  Our  smoking  concert  will  tike  place 
Feb.  8  ;  all  are  welcome. — W.  Aldis. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Tuesday, 
Jan.  25,  at  the  Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms. 
Clapham  Junction,  when  fourteen  clubs  were  represented. 
The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Peckham  Brothers  A.S.,  Prince 
Albert,  East  Surrey  Grove,  Peckham.  Date  later. — A. 
Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — On  Jan.  23  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  W.  Morgan,  jack,  roach,  and  dace  (largest  jack 
71b.)  ;  G.  Bond,  jack,  roach,  and  dace  ;  W.  Coleman, 
jack;  W.  Woolford,  roach  (largest  lib.  7oz.)  ;  L.  Ehren, 
perch;  G.  Chamberlain,  roach.  We  made  another  new 
member  last  week,  and  we  have  room  for  a  few  more. — 
W.  Woodford. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Strat- 
ford New  Town,  E. — The  members  of  the  above  clab 
fished  a  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Jan.  23,  when  only 
one  fish  was  taken,  by  Mr.  F.  Humphres,  leaving  prizes  to 
be  fished  for.— G.  F.  W. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — The  competi- 
tion to  be  held  on  Feb.  6  will  take  place  at  Langley, 
from  Langley  to  Slough  Basiu,  all  to  start  on  the  morning ; 
cease  fishing  at  5  o'clock ;  all  fish  to  we'gb,  nothing 
birred.  There  are  five  club  prizes  to  fish  for;  Mr. 
Burnham,  as  a  special  prize,  offers  a  bushel  of  flour  for 
the  heaviest  roach,  also  Jib,  of  tobacco  for  the  heaviest 
gudgeon  ;  Mr.  C.  RavenhiU,  Jib.  of  tobacco  for  heaviest 
perch.  On  Thursday  next,  Feb.  3,  we  have  a  select 
smoking  concert  and  distribution  of  the  Christmas  com- 
petition prizes  recently  won ;  wiU  donors  kindly  forward 
same  as  soon  as  possible.  Last  meeting  night  wa  enrolled 
two  new  members,  viz.,  Mr.  H.  S.  Burnham  and  H. 
Newman.— E.  Jennings. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Daptford. — Several  members  of  the 
above  were  out  on  Jan.  23  :  Mr.  J.  Steer,  dace ;  Mr.  H. 
WornstaU,  gudgeon.  The  members  will  fish  a  match  in 
the  Lea  on  Feb.  13,  for  several  money  prizes. — H.  Tyler, 

Waggoners'  Ajigling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — The  following  had  fish  on  the  23rd  :  Mr, 
Clegg,  roach ;  Mr.  A.  Pain,  dace ;  Mr.  Clayton,  roach 
and  dace  ;  Mr.  G.  Clayton,  roach.  We  had  a  good  meeting 
en  Jan.  25  ;  Mr.  A.  Pain  in  the  chair.  Membirs  note  our 
next  match  takes  place  on  Feb.  6,  for  six  prizes :  full 
particulars  next  week.  Members  wishing  to  compete 
must  bring  themselves  within  limits,  or  they  will  not  be 
eligible.— H.  C. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  Jan.  23 
Mr.  Ford  had  fine  sport  with  the  jack,  weighing-in  251b., 
the  largest  scaled  61b.  14oz.  and  Gib,  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Marshall 
had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  61b.  lljoz. ;  Mr.  Odirt,  perch, 
&c.,  31b.  9Joz.  On  Feb.  6  we  have  an  outing  to  Rye 
House.— H.  WiGG. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham.— Our  member,  Mr.  Ander- 
son, fishing  two  days,  caught  281b.  of  roach,  dace,  chub, 
&c. ,  several  scaling  lib.  5oz.  each;  Mr.  Sparling  (presi- 
dent), several  good  perch.  Our  supper  was  a  great 
success,  and  everyone  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves. — E. 
Haynes. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  Jan.  22  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  F,  Homer,  jack ;  Hunt, 
roach;  J.  Newton,  roach  ;  L.  Robathan,  roach.  We  have 
a  jack  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  on  Feb.  6,  for  five  prizes ; 
all  to  go  down  on  the  morning  ;  train  leaves  Stratford  at 
8  a.m. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — We  have  arranged  an  open  roving  com- 
petition to  take  place  on  Thursday,  Feb.  3,  and  Feb.  6 
(bank  or  punt) ,  for  six  prizes ;  all  fish  to  be  weighed-in  on 
day  of  capture.  Members  fishing  on  the  Thursday  must 
give  notice  at  the  clubhouse  on  or  before  the  morning. 
Mr.  C.  Martin  had  a  fine  show  of  roach  and  dace  from 
Richmond,  out  with  Brain,  on  the  20th  inst;  Mr.  W,Cox, 
jun.,  weighed-in  71b.  8oz.  for  the  cup;  and  Mr.  Howard 
also  weighed-in  for  the  cup ;  Mr.  Ramsey  had  bream  and 
dace.— J.  J.  Hunter. 


West  Newington  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  Jan.  23  Mr, 
H.  Ridder  weighed-in  jack,  lOglb.,  and  myself  a  few  eUce. 
Our  January  competition  ti  kes  place  on  Jan.  30  ;  roving  ; 
usual  conditi  >ns.— G.  F.  Mo.n'tgomery. 

Woolwich  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — The  followuig 
members  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  J.  R.  Howcroft,  jack, 
91b.  lOoz.  ;  W.  A.  Jeffs,  jack.  101b.  lOio/..  Vfill  members 
note  the  challenge  cup  outing  for  the  30th  inst. ,  and  not 
fail  to  turn  out  ;  6.40  a.m.  .train  up  from  Woolwich 
Arsenal  Station  ;  weighing-in  at  the  King's  Arms, 
Windsor,  from  4.15  p  m.  to  4. .30  p.m.  ;  returning  by 
5  p.m.  train  from  Windsor.  This  being  the  last  contest 
for  the  cap,  I  liope  to  see  a  very  strong  muster. — P. 
Smith. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  above  society,  held  at  the  Sun 
Hotel,  Kingston,  on  Monday,  Mr.  T.  Lyne  presiding, 
Messrs.  Pitt,  Lainsby,  and  Levy  were  elected  members. 
One  gfuinea  was  voted  towards  the  Thames  River  Keepers' 
Annual  Dinner,  and  lis.  was  collected  by  Mr.  .7.  R. 
Richardson  on  behalf  of  Josh  Wilkes,  the  professional 
fisherman,  who  is  ill  in  bed.  It  having  been  pointed  out 
to  the  society  that  in  appointing  their  Central  delegates 
as  delegates  to  the  Anglers'  Association  they  had  done 
wrong,  it  was  decided  to  send  an  explanation  of  the  error 
to  both  societies,  and  to  appoint  Mr.  T.  Lyne  in  place  of 
Mr.  Hankins  on  the  Central,  and  to  appoint  tlie  latter 
and  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  (p/  u  tern.)  as  delegates  to  the 
Anglers'  Association.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  club  com- 
petition on  the  Thames  on  Feb.  6  and  7,  pirticulara  of 
which,  as  well  as  a  notice  of  Mr.  Rolt's  reading  on  the 
latter  date,  will  be  sant  to  all  members.  New  scales  were 
bought  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Frayling,  for  the 
purposa  of  weighing-in  fish  at  the  Sun. 


THE  LARK  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Thf,  annual  meeting  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society  was 
held  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Mildenhali,  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Rodrigo  presided,  and  there  were  present  Messrs. 
H.  Randall,  C.  Brown,  G.  A.  Manning,  C.  Roberts, 
Jeffery,  J.  Norman,  H.  Large,  F.  Large,  W.  Howes, 
D.  B.  Capon,  E.  Mountain,  C.  Wing,  A.  E.  Kemp,  H. 
Land,  T.  Phillips,  Carver,  W.  Hewlett,  W.  Owers,  and 
Parker. 

Financb. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed,  and  the  balance-sheet,  which  had  been  audited 
by  Mr.  O.  E.  Grifiiths,  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£1  I83.  6d.  In  reply  to  the  chairman  Mr.  Hewlett  said 
the  keepers  had  been  paid  up  to  March  31,  and  provision 
made  to  meet  one  or  two  outstanding  liabilities.  Several 
members  expressed  thamselves  gratified  with  the  prospects 
of  the  society,  and  mention  was  made  of  the  fact  that  in 
the  matter  of  subscriptions  Mildenhall  headed  the  list. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  the  subscriptions  from  Bury 
showed  a  serious  falling  off,  aud  Mr.  Manoing  explained 
that  this  was  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  nothing  was  done 
by  tha  society  for  the  Bury  end  of  the  water,  and,  again, 
one  or  two  of  tbe  Bury  anglers  who  had  in  previous  years 
given  substantial  subscriptions  towards  the  society  had 
withdrawn  their  suppoit,  being  dissatisfied,  he  thought, 
with  the  way  the  river  was  watched.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Randall,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wing,  the  report  and 
balance-sheet  were  adopted. 

Election  of  Co.mmittee. 
The  following  oflicars  were  eleotad :  Vice-chairman, 
Mr.  Chas.  Hammond,  Newmarket  ;  organising  secretary, 
Mr.  W.  Howlett;  branch  secretaries — Mr.  Keaap  was 
electad  hon.  secretary  for  Bury,  in  succession  to  Mr. 
G.  A.  Manning,  resigned ;  and  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr. 
Howes  were  re-elected  branch  secretaries  for  Mildenhall 
aad  Barton  Mills.  The  following  members  were  chosen 
to  constitute  the  committee  :  Messrs.  E.  Mountain,  H. 
Randall,  J.  Parker,  W.  S.  Owers,  C.  Wing,  L.  Best. 
W.  E.  Land,  R.  RodiiiO,  O.  E.  Grifliths,  H.  Tyler,  and 
J.  W,  Challioe. 

The  Clubhouses. 

Mr.  Mountain  brought  forward  the  question  of  granting 
the  occupants  of  licensed  houses  in  Icklingham  and  the 
district  the  piivilege  of  selling  fishing  tickets,  and  made  a 
strong  appeal  in  favour  cf  the  Plough  at  Icklingham, 
kept  by  Mr.  Fitches,  baing  recognised  as  one  of  the  club- 
houses. A  long  demltory  discussion  ensued,  and  several 
suggastions  were  made  respacting  the  houses  at  which 
fishing  tickets  could  be  procured.  It  was  eventually 
unanimously  decided  to  place  the  Plough  Inn  on  the  list 
of  recognised  clubhouses,  and  to  let  the  mill  owners  along 
the  banks  of  the  Lark  have  season  tickets  for  disposal  iif 
they  wished  fur  them. 

Votes  of  Thanks. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  Mr.  Oliver  and  Mr. 
Manning  for  their  past  servicas,  and  similar  compliments 
were  paid  to  the  other  officers  of  the  society. 

The  Close  Time  for  Trout. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  meeting,  by  a  large 
majority,  decided  to  extend  the  close  sea  son  for  trout  until 
the  1st  of  April. 


A  Canadian  sea  captain  has  inventad  an  apparatus  with 
which  he  thinks  whales  can  be  kUled  by  electric  shock.  A 
harpoon  is  fixed  at  the  end  of  a  long  metallic  cable, 
properly  insulated,  and  which  serves  in  placa  of  the  usual 
rope.  Through  this  cable  an  elec.ric  current  of  10,000 
volts  is  to  be  sent  by  means  of  a  dynamo  cirried  in  tha 
whaleboat. 
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THE  FRIENDLY  ANGLERS  AT  DINNER. 

A  DICTIONARY  of  new  superlatives  must  certainly  be 
published  fcr  the  special  benefit  of  those  whose  duty  it  is 
to  report  annual  dinners  if  all  such  functions  in  future  are 
to  resemble  the  fifty-sixth  anniversary  celebration  of  the 
Friendly  Anglers'  Society,  which  was  held  at  the  Hotel 
Cecil  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  26. 

A  powerful  factor  of  the  evening's  success  was  the 
pleasant,  straightforward,  and  enthusiastic  manner  in 
which  the  duties  of  the  chair  were  performed  by  Mr.  B.  L. 
Pugh,  who,  £s  an  old  member,  a  brilliant  angler,  and 
generous  supporter  of  the  society,  was  eminently  fitted  for 
the  position,  Mr.  F.  Napior  Sutton,  too,  proved  a  happy 
choice  as  vice-chairman,  representing  as  he  did  the 
newer,  but  no  less  enthusiastic,  members  who  so  readily 
adapt,  without  abandoning,  their  more  modern  ideas  to  the 
well  tried  Friendly  traditions. 

The  stewards  were  Messrs.  Walter  Back,  Fred  Berry, 
W.  H.  Holland,  and  A.  H.  Dongworth,  to  whom  the 
g  reatest  credit  is  due  for  a  magnificent  result,  which  speaks 
volumes  for  their  unselfish  devotion  and  organising 
ability. 

The  dinner  itself  was  a  triumph  even  for  such  a 
celebrated  and  eflBciest  mai  agement  as  that  of  the  Hotel 
Cecil,  every  item  in  the  varied  iuciik  beirg  thoroughly 
appreciated  by  the  ccmpany,  which  i  umbered  eighty- 
seven,  mostly  anglers,  who  as  sound  judges  of  good  fare 
would  challenge  comparison  with  any  city  aldermm. 

This  ground-l  alting  having  been  duly  performed,  the 
chairman  gave  the  tcast  of  "  The  Queen  and  Royal 
Family,"  which,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  right  royally 
received.  In  due  course,  the  same  gentleman  gave  the 
toast  of  "  The  Friendly  Anglers,"  and  fairly  reveUed  in 
an  array  of  figures  and  facts  which  went  to  prove  that  the 
members  had  enjoyed  a  particularly  good  time  with 
specimen  fish  during  the  past  year,  and  the  fish,  in  con- 
sequence, a  correspondingly  bad  cne,  unless  they  were 
compensated  by  the  admiration  evoked  by  their  handsome 
presence  when  exhiVjited  on  the  society's  trays,  or  in  more 
permanent  fashicu  in  cases  on  the  walls  of  the  Friendly 
headquarters,  where  a  vast  collection  of  fine  fish,  captured 
by  past  and  present  members,  affords  a  constant  source  of 
pleasure  to  visitors. 

Among  the  best  fish  of  the  year  was  a  pike  of 
171b.  SJoz.,  captured  by  the  chairman  himself,  a  fact 
which  that  gentleman  modestly  refrained  from  mention- 
ing ;  a  Thames  trout  of  51b.  12oz. ;  fourteen  grayling 
weighing  201b.,  best  21b.  9oz.  ;  a  chub  31b.  14oz. ;  a  perch 
21b.?  4oz. ;  and  roach  of  lib.  14Joz.  and  lib.  14oz. ;  the 
chub,  perch,  and  roach  going  to  the  credit  of  the  society's 
water  at  Tolpits,  on  the  Colne,  Eickmansworth,  which, 
with  the  judicious  re-stocking  policy  now  being  carried  out, 
must  soon  produce  gratifying  results  to  the  trout  fisher. 

After  such  an  encouraging  report  it  is  small  wonder  that 
the  toast  of  "  The  Society"  was  received  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction. 

Mr.  Napier  Sutton,  in  giving  the  toast  of  "  The 
T.A.P.S."  and  ''  The  Press,"  dealt  with  his  double- 
barrelled  subject  in  an  able,  detailed,  and  effective  manner, 
giving  due  credit  to  the  ancient  organisation  that  was 
actually  conserving  and  'preserving  the  lower  Thames 
years  before  the  same  principles  of  sound  sportsmanship 
had  been  so  universally  favoured  as  at  present.  He 
further  gave  the  Press  a  handsome  testimonial  for 
efficiency  and  justice,  and  found  occasion  to  draw  the 
attention  of  his  audience  to  recent  Press  references  to  the 
present  and  future  water  supply  of  London,  and,  in  fact, 
confirmed  in  substance  most  of  what  has  previously 
appeared  in  the  F.  Q.  on  the  immense  importance  of  the 
subject  to  London  anglers. 

The  speech  in  which  Mr.  W.  H.  Higgins  replied  for  the 
T.A.P.S.  outlined  a  policy  which  only  needs  the  reason- 
ably generous  support  of  all  Thames  anglers  and  their 
friends  to  place  the  sport-giving  capacity  of  the  fine  old 
river  far  in  advance  of  previous  records.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
("  Old  Izaak"),  in  his  brief  but  happily  conceived  reply, 
referred  to  the  good  work  devoted  to  the  T.A.P.S.  by  the 
popular  Friendly  water-warden,  Mr.  Fred  Berry ;  and  Mr. 
G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet  "),  of  the  F.  O.,  gave  one  of  his 
characteristically  humorous  replies,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  bewailed  the  fact  that  as  the  Friendly  Anglers 
were  at  their  full  limit  of  sixty,  "someone  would  have  to 
die  "  before  he  could  become  one  of  its  members. 

To  Mr.  McDermott,  the  secretary,  fell  the  duty  of 
expressing  the  combined  welcome  and  good  wishes  of  the 
society  to  the  visitors,  and,  later,  of  responding  to  the  toast 


of  "  The  Officers,"  which  was  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brewer.  Mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  kindly  and 
humorous  speech  in  which  Mr.  S.  Pallant  responded  on 
behalf  of  the  visitors. 

The  toasts  of  "  The  C  hairrran  "  and  "  Vice-Chairman," 
proposed  by  Messrs.  F.  Berry  and  W.  Meakin  respec- 
tively, and  the  replies  to  them  were  eloquent  evidence  of 
that  extreme  goodwill  and  social  unity  which  oils  the 
wheels  of  the  Friendly  family  coach.  Small  wonder  that 
it  has  travelled  so  far  and  so  well  ! 

The  musical  items  which  interspersed  the  speeches 
were  of  the  highest  possible  quality,  and  were  joyfully 
appreciated  by  the  audience.  These  gentlemen  who  con- 
tributed to  the  prcgramme  were  Messrs.  Turle-Lee, 
Herbert  Emlyn,  John  Sandbrcok,  Henry  Bailey,  Ernest 
Graham,  C.  C,  Staniforth,  Fred  Stephens,  J.  A.  S. 
Shepeard,  Walter  Back,  and  last,  but  by  no  means  least, 
Fred  Russell  and  his  queer  coster  friend.         J.  M'D. 


THE  SONG  OF  HIGHER-WATER. 

A  Strictly  Moral  Tale. 
i(By  a  long  fellow,  6ft.  2Jin.  in  bis  stockings.) 

Should  you  ask  me,  whence  these  stories 
Whence  these  legends  and  tiaditions  ? 
Whence  these  tales  of  deep  sea  fishing  ? 
I  should  answer,  I  should  tell  you, 

[I've  been  reading  "  Hiawatha."] 
In  a  pleasant  seaside  village, 
Close  to  where  Salvation  brickworks 
Hide  the  sky  with  ugly  chimneys, 
Once  there  met  a  merry  party 
Bent  on  catching  Plenronectids. 
First  of  all  there  came  the  Doctor, 
Who  has  learned  the  fishes'  secrets, 
Who  can  tell  you  all  the  fish-lore. 
Tell  you  just  the  proper  number 
Of  appendages  pyloric' 
Which  should  grace  a  herring's  "  innards," 
Tell  you  all  about  the  fin  rays. 
And  the  ova  of  the  salmon, 
Salmo  salar,  Fontinalis, 
Fario,  or  Salmo  trutta. 
And  men  call  him  Minne-ha-ha, 
Minne-ha-hi,  laughing  doctor ; 
For  his  smile  is  loud  and  gladsome 
When  he  hears  a  joke  amusing. 
Then  there  was  the  gentle  Joseph, 
Known  and  loved  by  all  the  anglers 
Who  upon  great  Gitche-Gumee, 
On  the  shining  Big-Sea- Water, 
Wield  the  rod  and  catch  the  codfish, 
Catch  the  whiting,  bass,  and  conger. 
And  the  third  one  was  the  writer. 
Known  to  all  as  "  Truthful  Tommy," 
For  hi 3  chronicles  veracious. 
For  his  tales  of  fish  aiid  blackbirds, 
For  his  yarns  of  Christmas  puddings. 
To  them  came  the  whitebait  catcher. 
Hard  of  fist  and  brown  of  visage, 
Brown  with  kisses  of  the  north  wind  ; 
Of  the  north  wind  Cabby-knocker,* 
Which  from  out  the  Arctic  circle. 
From  his  dwelling  midst  the  icebergs, 
And  the  everlasting  snowdrifts, 
Sweeps  across  the  German  Ocean, 
O'er  the  frozen  moor  and  fen-land, 
Binds  the  ponds  and  lakes  and  rivers. 
In  his  icy  grasp  of  iron. 
In  one  hand  the  whitebait  catcher 
Bore  a  bait-can  fuU  of  lug  worms. 
In  the  other  was  a  basket. 
To  receive  the  Plenronectids, 
When  the  merry  fishers  caught  them  ; 
Ar:d  the  tail  of  his  blue  jumper. 
Told  the  wjrld,  with  worsted  letters, 
That  his  Christian  name  was  Stephen. 
"  Launch  the  boat,"  says  gentle  Joseph, 
"  For  we  wish  to  go  a  fishing, 
Wish  to  catch  the  Plenronectids, 
Wish  to  catch  the  dabs  and  flounders. 
And  the  Cottus  quadricornis 
And  the  Anarrhicas  lupus, 

*  The  Redskin,?  call  the  north  wind  the  Kabi-nokka  (fact,  vide 
ongiual  poem),  but  none  of  them  can  spell  worth  a  cent.,  so 
probably  my  orthography  ia  more  correct  than  theirs.       T.  T. 


Which  some  jisople  call  the  sea-wolf. 
Who  can  smash  the  hard  shelled  molluscs 
In  his  jaws  and  teeth  of  iron." 
"  Can't,  sir,  cos'  there  'aint  no  water," 
Said  the  brown-faced  whitebait  catcher. 
"  Eats,"  replied  the  gentle  Joseph, 
"  Go  at  once  and  get  the  beat  out." 
But  the  brown-faced  white-bait  catcher 
Winked  his  eye  at  "  Truthful  Tommy," 
Took  a  pull  from  out  his  pewter. 
Made  obeisance  to  the  Doctor, 
Bowed  his  head  to  gentle  Joseph. 
Then  he  answered  :  "  Oh  !  my  fathers, 
Oh  !  my  lords  of  rod  and  angle. 
Would  you  anchor  in  the  Swatchway 
Would  you  go  aboard  a  bawley  ? 
Would  you  sail  on  Gitche-Gumee 
'Cross  the  shining  Big-Sea- Water, 
Where  '  Baloena  Mysticetus  ' 
Feeds  upon  the  small  crustaceans. 
Eats  a  hundred  thousand  milliouB, 
Say  a  ton  or  bo,  for  breakfast. 
When  he  wants  some  light  refreshment  ; 
Where  his  mighty  ox-eyed  cousin, 
Hated  by  the  drift-net  fishers. 
Wicked  herring  poaching  'finner,' 
Called  for  short  '  Physalis  Bo-ops,' 
Gobbles  up  the  small  Clupeida\ 
Plays  the  mischief  with  the  drift-nets 
Or  where  dirty  Squalus  glaucus 
Swallows  hake  and  sole  and  turbot, 
And  the  great  and  greedy  Gadoids 
Hunt  and  catch  the  nimble  '  sprattus  ' 
You  must  wait  till  Higher  Water  ' ' 
(Hence  the  title  of  this  poem) 
"  Rushes  o'er  the  beds  of  mussels, 
Pills  the  Cut  to  overflowirrg. 
Covers  up  the  Essex  mudflats 
With  a  foot  or  two  of  water." 


[There  are  several  yards  more  of  this,  which,  for  want  of 
space  and  for  other  reasons,  I  am  unable  to  reproduce. — 

Dragnet.] 

Moral. — For  Club  Secretaries. 
When  you  have  a  note  from  "  Dragnet " 
Saying  to  his  angling  brothers, 
"  Please  to  send  reports  in  early, 
Send  them  not  on  Friday  morning. 
Boil  them  down,  and  then  compress  them." 
'Ere  you  answer  "  Dragnet's  "  letter," 
'Ere  you  write  your  club  reports  out, 
Do  not  read  of  Hiawatha 
Or  you'll  do  the  same  as  I've  done, 
Find  your  poor  old  brain-box  muddled 
With  the  rhythm  and  the  jingle 
Of  the  song  of  Hiawatha. 
Cerebrum  and  cerebellum , 
And  medulla  oblongata, 
Will  be  in  a  state  chaotic. 
With  the  song  and  rhythmic  jingle 
Of  the  Transatlantic  poet. 
If  you  ask  me  why  I've  written 
All  this  "  rot  "  on  Higher- water, 
I  shall  answer — I  shall  tell  you. 
In  the  words  of  Gentle  Joseph, 
"  Blowed  if  I  kr^ow  ;  ask  another," 
All  the  same,  it  points  a  moral. 

—Truthful  Tommy. 


YACHTING  EXHIBITION, 

The  forthcoming  week  will  see  at  the  Eoyal  Aquarium 
the  opening  of  the  sixth  annual  Yachting  Exhibition,  in 
which  every  available  space  has  been  secured  by  intending 
exhibitors,  many  of  whom  have  shown  in  each  and  every 
yachting  exhibition  since  their  inauguration  at  the 
Aquarium.  Mr.  Ritchie  attributes  success  to  the  combined 
attractions  of  the  show  and  the  Aquarium  entertainments 
runnirrg  concurrently.  Visitors,  whilst  taking  a  view  of 
the  boat-builders'  crafts,  and  up-river  and  camping  out,  &c., 
may  at  the  same  time  enjoy  the  sweet  strains  of  music 
from  one  of  the  best  orchestras  in  London,  and  when  fatigued 
witness  the  performances  on  the  great  central  stage,  which 
are  unequalled  for  variety  and  wonderment.  The  following 
firms  are  exhibitors  in  the  trade  section  of  the  Yachting  Ex- 
hibition :  Messam  and  Sons,  Richmond;  Turk  and  Co., 
Kingston;  Salter  Bros.,  Oxford  ;  East  and  Co.,  Reading; 
Jas.  Taylor,  Chertsey ;  Tagg and  Co,,  Moles 3y  ;  Simpson, 


TRENT  FISH  CDLTORE  CO,,  LTD. 

Large  Stock  of  Trout  Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings, 
and  older  Fish,  including  the  celebrated 
"Milton  Strain." 

Send  for  Price  List  to  "  Manager,"  Milton,  Burton-on- Trent. 
NOW  REAiyT.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


The  ITCHEN  RIVER 

TROUT  BREEDING  ESTABLISHMENT 

Supplies  all  Varieties  of  TROUT  for  STOCKING 

Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Ponds. 
EYED  OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  1-2,  and  3  YEAR  OLDS 

N.B. — These  fish  are  bred  from  ova  taken  from  wild  trout,  and  are 
raised  in  fenced  off  runs  of  this  river,  thus  they  are  fully  supplied  with 
natui-al  food  brought  down  by  the  stream,  and  therefore,  when  turned  out 
into  new  waters,  are  far  better  suited  to  find  their  own  food  than  the  general 
run  of  (hand  fed)  artificially  raised  trout. 

Address-y,  CORRIE,  Esq.,  CHILLAND,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 
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Strioklaud,  and  Co.,  Dirtmouth  ;  Geo.  Harris,  Laleham  ; 
Thames  Valley  Launch  Co.,  Weybridge ;  DuntonBros., 
Sheppsrton ;  King  and  Co. ,  Limehouse  ;  the  Berthon 
Folding  Boat  Co.,  Union  Steamship  Co.,  Sir  Donald 
Currie  and  Co.,  the  Castle  Mail  Packets  Co.,  Belle 
Steamers  Co.,  Jas.  L.  Pollitt,  Canoes,  &o.,  Unite  and  Co., 
Nicholson  and  Co.,  Beamish,  Lacey,  Kiag,  Malcom,  and 
Co.,  McLachlan  and  Co.,  Eowland  and  Rowland,  the 
Fifhing  Gazette.  Clasper  and  Co.,  Enright  and  Sons, 
Glaser  Bewer  and  Co.,  Jno.  Edgington  and  Co.  For  the 
Fisheries  Pisciculture  Section :  F.  Valentine  Corrie, 
Col.  Custance,  Thos.  Ford,  Herr  Jafie,  Walter  L.  Brind, 
Peter  Ormrod,  Tackle  Manufacturers;  Hardy  Bros., 
Alnwick;  John  R.  Richardson,  Kingston;  F.  J.  Ogden 
Smith,  London  ;  David  Slater,  Newark-on-Trent ;  Enright 
and  Sons,  Castleconnell  ;  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  London; 
Ogden  and  Scotford,  London  ;  BenetBnk  and  Co.,  London  ; 
and  others.  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  exhibiting  in 
the  Loan  Collection. 


SALMON  FOR  THE  THAMES. 
Mr.  Algerxon  Bourke  suggests  that,  in  view  of  the 
general  improvement  of  the  river  in  and  below  London, 
the  time  has  arrived  when  an  attempt  might  be  made  to 
reintroduce  the  salmon  to  its  waters.  "  Several  gentle- 
men interested  in  this  branch  of  natural  history,  sports- 
men, and  others  share  my  views,"  he  adds,  "  and  a  small 
association  is  being  formed  with  the  object  of  carrying 
them  into  effect.  We  now  seek  the  co-operalion  of  the 
London  County  Council,  the  Thames  Conservators,  the 
water  companies,  and  of  any  of  the  public  interested  in  the 
matter.  Nothing  elaborate  is  at  present  in  contemplation. 
We  want,  as  a  first  step,  to  prove  that  the  Thames  in  its 
present  state  will  enable  a  salmon  to  live,  and  to  do  this 
it  is  only  necessary  to  turn  a  sufficient  number  of  smolt 
into  the  upper  waters  and  to  watch  for  their  reappearance 
as  grilse  upon  their  return  from  the  sea."  Mr.  Alfred 
Gilbey,  as  a  conservator  of  the  Thames  and  a  resident 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  banks  of  the  river,  endorses  all 
that  has  been  said  as  to  the  great  improvement  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  purity  of  the  Thames  itself,  and 
suggests  the  formation  of  an  association  with  a  view  to 
erecting  a  salmon  hatchery  as  near  as  possible  above  the 
tidal  portion  of  the  river,  "  for  the  shorter  the  distance  the 
£almon  smolts  have  to  descend  the  more  likely  are  they  to 
reach  the  sea  in  safety."  He  also  thinks  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  pass  a  short  Act  of  Parliament  making  it 
illegal  to  take  salmon  in  the  Thames  otherwise  than  by  fair 
angling.  Mr.  Stuart  Moore,  of  the  Temple,  says  it  is 
obvious  that  before  re-stocking  is  attempted  it  will  be 
necessary  to  throw  the  river  open  by  sufficient  fish-passss 
to  give  the  fish  an  opportunity  to  return  to  upper  waters. 
"  In  any  attempt  to  re-stock  the  river  the  erection  of 
proper  fish-passes  must  be  a  condition  precedent." 
Writing  on  the  subject  from  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  Mr.  B.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Pishing  Gazette, 
says  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  water  in  the 
Thames  tideway  is  now  much  purer  than  it  has  been  for 
many  years.  He  thinks,  however,  that  any  attempt  at 
present  to  re-stock  the  river  with  salmon  would  be  futUe. 
At  the  same  time  he  hopes  to  see  the  day  "  when  it  will 
be  possible  for  a  delicate  little  fish  like  the  samlet  to  pass 
alive  from  Teddington  to  the  North  Sea,  and  return  to 
Teddington  as  a  grilse,  and  then  repeat  the  journey 
annually,  and  come  back  as  a  201b.  or_  401b.  salmon," — 
City  Press.   


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent 
Agents,  65  and  56,  Chancery -lane,  London,  W.C.,  with 
whom  we  have  made   arrangements  that  all  inquiries 
relating  to  patents,   designs,  and   trade  marks  will  be 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers : 
New  Application.s. 
640.    J.  Jeffery,  The  Parade,  Epsom,  An  improved 

reel,  or  winch,  for  fishing. 
648.  "  C.  Wilson  and  T.  C.  Robinson,  Victoria-street, 

Grimsby,  improvements  in  trawl  fishing. 
753.  C.  H.  Dibb,  London,  Improvements  in  or 
connected  with  buoys,  floats,  or  the  like  for 
fishing  navigation,  or  other  suitable  purposes, 
8'J3.  A.  Hemsted,  Lower  Shichburgh  Vicarage, 
Daventry,  An  artificial  bait  having  reversible 
fins. 

869.  R.  Ray  and  W.  H.  Johnson,  Hainton-street, 
Great  Grimsby,  Improvements  applicable  to 
"  otter  "  or  like  boards  of  trawl  nets. 

966.  A,  B.  Pickard  and  R.  Mennie,  Stockton-on- 
Tees,  An  improved  otter  board  for  trawling 
nets. 

1156.  H.  H.  Caspersen,  Bell  Yard,  London,  Skeleton 
trawl  heads  for  otter  trawls  or  the  like. 

1169,  T.  L.  Whipp,  Yorkshire-street,  iRochdale, 
Improvements  on  and  relating  to  rod  rings 
applicable  to  angling  or  fishing  rods. 

Answers  to  Patent  Inquiries. 

A.  L.  (Grimsby). — We  are  aware  of  the  bait  you  refer 
to,  and  the  patent  for  same.  Messrs.  C.  Farlow  and  Co., 
Limited,  of  191,  Strand,  London,  would  probably  have 
the  article  you  require. 

Apex  (Richmond). — We  are  of  opinion  that  the  subject- 
matter  you  describe  (which  will  of  course  be  treated  in 
confidence)  should  be  covered  by  two  distinct  patents. 
The  validity  of  one  patent  covering  the  whole  would  be 
jeopardised. 


Queen  Vn  TOBiA  is  entitled  by  law  to  all  whales  and 
sturgeons  captured  by  British  fishermen,  for  they  are 
known  as  "royal  fiih." 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
BIVEKS. 

Upper  Thames  (Lechlade). — The  water  in  this 
district  is  in  very  good  order  for  pike,  perch,  and  barbel, 
and  some  good  sport  continues  to  be  had  right  away 
through  down  to  Oxford,  that  is  at  St.  John's  Bridge, 
Hart's  Weir,  Radcot  Bridge,  and  on  to  Eynshaw.  At 
Bablock,  Hjthe,  an  Oxford  gentleman  secured  a  grand 
fish  weighing  261b.,  caught  spinning  with  dace.  The 
following  pike,  taken  between  Lechlade  and  Oxfoi-d  since 
Christmas,  have  come  under  my  notice  :  121b.,  141b.,  191b., 
and  261b.  Barbel  of  101b.  and  121b.  have  also  been 
caught.  Roach  have  b;en  quite  off  the  feed  for  some  time, 
but  here  and  there  some  fine  ones  are  being  caught. — 
— Rambler. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeacli,  Cambridge).— 

Roach  are  now,  and  have  been  for  the  past  three  weeks,  as 
a  rule,  got  to  the  locks  for  the  winter  quarters.  Pike  are 
there  also.  Lodge,  opposite,  now  in  good  trim  for  angling. 
Time  of  writing,  spring  weather,  water  in  the  very  best  of 
condition.  Pike  running  well  and  much  larger,  only  up 
to  61b.  We  expect  them  bigger  after  a  frost  or  rain. 
Perch  and  dace  quiet  at  present. — John  O'Ghorge. 

Derwent  (SSalton,  Yorks). — The  river  is  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  Remarkably  good  takes  of  roach  and 
graying  have  been  made  above  Malton,  some  of  the 
grayling  weighing  about  21b.  each.  These  were  taken  in 
the  swims  on  a  small  red  worm. — H. 

Lea. — Better  sport  is  reported  amongst  the  roach,  but 
general  results  have  been  far  from  satisfactory.  The  best 
takes  are  reported  from  Ware  and  Hertford.  At  the 
latter  resort  a  nice  perch  of  21b.  4oz.  has  also  been  landed 
by  a  local  angler.  More  pike  have  been  caught.  The 
witer  is  reported  bright  in  the  dead  ponds.  Anglers 
should  give  bread  crust  a  trial  in  the  streamy  pieces  of 
river. — Izaac  Walton. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Thursday  evening  :  Since 
writing  yesterday  some  very  fine  roach  been  taken  to-day ; 
I  weighed  one  that  went  21b  ,  and  they  are  in  splendid 
condition. — Scard. 

CLUBS, 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  on  this  list  will 
take  place  at  the  St.  John's  Angling  Society,  the  Empress, 
St.  John  Street-road,  Clerkenwell,  on  Monday,  Jan.  31. 
A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  all.  The  Wenlock  are 
reminded  that  the  next  visit  will  be  theirs. — F,  Thorling. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney. — On  Jan.  23  a  good 
many  members  were  out,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  We  fish  a 
match  on  Jan.  30  at  Hampton  Court;  9.25 train  AVaterloo. 
— H.  Haines, 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road.  —  On  Jan.  23  Mr.  _C.  Watkins 
weighed-in,  winning  one  of  the  lapsed  prizes,  and  on 
Wednesday  Mr.  H.  Mallett,  sen.,  weighed-in  roach  and 
dice,  21b.  9oz.  I  beg  to  remind  members  that  next 
Wedne.sday  we  decide  where  to  fish  for  our  February 
prizes,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Bennondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.  —  On  the  23rd  Mr.  J.  Smith 
weighed-in  twenty  good  roach:  Messrs.  J.  Horton  and 
Kervill,  jack;  Mr.  J.  Martin  and  the  brothers  A.  and  S. 
Woodhead,  roach,  from  the  Thames  ;  and  on  the  27th  Mr. 
G.  Shepherd,  221b.  of  jack,  chub,  and  roach  ;  and  Mr.  W. 
Martin,  141b.  of  jack  and  roich.  The  competition  for  the 
February  series  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  Henley; 
members  to  be  allowed  to  leave  London  on  Saturday  night ; 
radius,  from  Henley  Bridge  to  the  Flower  Pot  Ferry. — 
Alf.  Conn. 

Blackwater  Angling  Society,  Welcome  Sailor 
Inn,  Maldon,  Essex. — On  the  23rd  inst.  the  following 
members  weighed-in  :  F.  Saunders,  roach  and  perch ;  W. 
Wiggens,  perch;  E.  Rudlin,  pike,  91b.  9oz. ;  F.  Moore, 
pike,  61b.  7ioz.;  B.  GiU,  pike,  61b.  6J:0Z. ;  H.  Cuthhe, 
two  pike,  91b,  4oz.  Our  annual  supper  was  a  great 
success,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  our  A.B.S.  box  was 
well  patronised  during  the  evening.  Will  members  make 
it  convenient  to  attend  at  the  special  meeting  on  Feb,  l,to 
arrange  for  next  outing  ? — B.  Boreham. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  High-road,  Kilburn. — On  Jan.  23  j\Ir.  J. 
Tanner  and  Mr.  Putt  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  chub  and 
roach.  Next  Wednesday,  Feb.  2,  a  special  general  meet- 
ing is  cilled  to  investigate  a  charge  against  one  of  our 
members,  when  I  expect  all  members  to  be  present. — 
A.  C.  QUK  K. 

Cobdeu  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W. — On 
the  23rd,  Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  J.  Reddel,  T.  Twyman,  A. 
Twyman,  and  F.  Hannabus  weighed-roach.  On  the  24th, 
G.  Percival  weighed-in  201b,  roach,  jack,  and  dace.  On 
the  27th,  our  return  visit  was  well  patronised,  and_  when 
our  A.B.  box  was  opened  it  was  found  to  contain  the 
handsome  sum  of  £11  5s. ;  seventeen  clubs  represented. 
On  Tuesday  next  the  last  match  of  the  season  will  have  to 
be  made.— T.  Twyman. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — Fishing  in  private  waters,  Mr. 
Joe  Cohen  landed  a  jack,  weight  22 Jib.,  which  gave  him 
considerable  play.  Our  first  outing  punt  fishing  at 
Twickenham  was  a  great  success,  which  resulted  in  a  win 
for  Mr.  E.  Marshall,  who  weighed-in  roach  and  dac?, 
61b.  12|^oz.;  Mr.  F.  Brink  being  an  unlucky  second  by  icz. 
less.  Mr.  H.  Chandler  took  prize  for  largest  fish,  viz., 
roach.  Several  other  members  weighed-in  fish. — R. 
Jacob. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— An  outing  of  the  above  society  will 
take  place  on  Jan.  30  in  the  Mole,  at  Esher,  to  fish  for  Mr. 
Fulton's  prize.  Train  leaves  Clapham  Junction  8.50  a.m., 
returning  from  Esher  at  6.10  p.m. — A.  T. 


Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
bourne-road.  —  On  Jan.  23  Messrs.  Bence  and  Gilder 
weighed-in  some  nice  roach  from  the  Thames  ;  and  Mr. 
Reddington,  chub. — A.  Ide. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Grove 
House  Tavern,  Camberwell-grove,  8.E. — On  Thursday, 
Jan.  27,  we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  Mr.  Grimmett 
topping  the  list  with  701b.  6oz.  pike  and  roach  ;  Mr. 
Mowbray  had  a  pike,  lOIb.  3oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Gent  a  roach  of 
21b.  2oz.  Other  members  weighed-in,  making  a  total  of 
1371b.  lloz.  Next  week  we  have  an  open  competition  on 
the  Thames.  Our  next  lantern  lecture  is  fixed  for  Feb.  10 
at  8  p.m.  sharp.    Concert  to  follow. — A.  E.  B. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — Messrs.  Mills  and  Mus- 
grave  were  the  only  members  to  weigh-in  on  Jan.  23. 
Members  are  reminded  that  Jan.  30  is  the  last  day  for 
January  competition.  Also  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  members  on  Jan.  31,  our  return  visit  night. 
The  committee  have  arranged  prizes  for  February;  full 
particulars  at  clubhouse. — F.  Thorling. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Our  outing  at  Shiplake  on 
Jan.  23  was  a  success,  nearly  everyone  having  fish. 
Messrs.  Duckworth,  first;  Fletcher,  second ;  and  Williams, 
third. — Pelican. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Jan.  23  Messrs.  Cook  and  Austin  weighed-in  roach.  I 
hope  all  members  will  remember  the  T.A.P.S.  concert  on 
Monday  next ;  ladies  invited. — T.  Austin. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Roydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  Jan.  23  the  following  weighed-in  some 
nice  takes  of  roach,  bream,  dacs,  perch,  and  jack  :  Messrs, 
Kenn,  Maples,  G.  Styman,  Lee,  Harden,  and  Sullivan. 
Our  next  match  takes  place  ;it  Windsor  on  Jai.  30  ;  nine 
o'clock  train  from  Paddington. — W.  Harlien. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W.— On  Jan  23  Mr.  A.  Beck  weighed-in 
a  nic9  jack  from  Datchet.  On  Wednesday  next  a  special 
meeting  will  be  held  to  arrange  February  match. — S.  H. 


^oUings       t^e  pap. 


On  Wednesday  I  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the  rightly 
named  "  Friendly  "  Angl'rs  at  the  Hotel  Cecil.  It  is  a 
pleasure  for  me  to  record  the  fact  that  one  institution  at 
least  in  this  age  of  shams  does  not  sail  under  false  colours. 
The  entertainment  and  the  company  made  me  long  to  join 
the  Friendly  ranks  ;  but,  unfortunately  for  me,  they  are 
full  up,  and  before  I  can  become  a  member  there  must  be, 
as  the  song  says, 

"  More  work  for  the  undertaker, 
Another  little  job  for  the  tombstone  maker." 
Which  would  be  too  high  a  price  to  pay  even  for  my  great 
pleasure.  The  Friendly  secretary  is  my  good  friend  Mr. 
J.  McDermott,  whose  lectures  on  roach  fishing  and  other 
subjects,  under  the  Paper  Readings  Society,  and  whose 
articles  under  the  tiom  de  plume  of  "  Clayr  Kenwal,"  in 
this  paper,  are  so  well  known  and  appreciated  by  anglers. 
In  his  reply  to  the  toast  of  "  The  Officers,"  Mr.  McDer- 
mott stated,  that  although  he  had  been  an  angler  for  thirty 
years,  and  had  been  a  member  of  other  societies,  it  was 
not  until  he  became  one  of  the  Friendly  Anglers  that  he 
found  himself  in  an  exactly  congenial  sporting  atmosphere. 
I  can  well  believe  this  statement,  even  apart  from  the 
impressive  sincerity  with  which  it  was  delivered.  Good 
fortune  and  good  sport  to  Clayr  Kenwal  and  his  friends  ! 


Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  has  been  fishing  and  shooting  at 
Mildenhall  for  a  few  days  recently.  He  has  had  eleven 
jack,  averaging  41b.  each,  and  on  .Jan.  20  three  jack 
(241b.  the  three).    He  also  had  a  roach  of  close  upon  21b, 


Somehow  or  other  "Truthful  Tommy"  omitted  to 
state  last  week  that  ladies  wIU  be  specially  welcome  at  the 
Champion  Hotel  on  the  occasion  of  the  Lychnobite 
smoking  concert  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Ormrod  :  so  anglers 
take  a  note  of  it,  and  not  only  come  yourselves,  but  bring 
your  sisters,  and  your  cousins  and  your  aunts,  and  of 
course  your  "  sweetheart  or  wife  "  with  you. 

 >»♦•»•<  

Owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  on  and  after  Monday,  Jan.  31 , 
the  offices  of  the  society  will  be  as  follows  :  Room  150, 
Mansion  House  Chambers,  11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G. 
Charles  S.  Patterson,  hon.  secretary  pm  tern. 

 >♦»♦<  

Mr.  H.  M.  Stanley  is  now  preparing  a  work  on  his 
recent  journey  to  Buluwayo  and  Johannesburg.  The  title 
will  be  "  Through  South  Africa,  by  H.  M.  Stanley,  M.P. ; 
being  an  Aceount  of  his  Visit  to  Rhodesia  and  the  Trans- 
vaal.' The  volume  comprises  the  letters  contributed  by 
Mr.  Stanley  to  South  Africa,  with  revision  and  intro- 
ductory matter.  It  will  also  contain  an  excellent  map 
and  several  illustrations.  It  wUl  be  published  in  a  cheap 
and  popular  form  by  his  old  publishers,  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 


A  nice  pike  of  25|lb.  (length,  4ft.  4in. ;  girth,  23iin.) 
has  been  captured  from  the  Thames,  near  Oxford,  by  Mr, 
Turrell.  It  was  taken  on  one  of  Mr.  Bambridge's  No.  3 
Bedford  spinners. 

This  is  from  the  Dailg  Te'r.iraj'h  :  "Algiers  bstray 
such  touching  faith  in  their  own  stories  that  ignorant 
laymen  have  long  since  ceased  troubling  to  put  a  strain  on 
ordinary  powers  of  belief.  But  there  are  occasionally 
authenticated  incidents,  with  no  relation  to  the  fabulous 
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sizeof  individual  fisb,  which  are  worth  recording.  Pilve 
fishing  in  the  Thames  has  recently  been  attended  by  a 
remarkable  occurrence.  One  of  a  brace  taken  at  Pang- 
bourne  broke  the  line  acd  escaped  wi  h  the  float  and 
tackle.  Without  travelliog  far,  however,  he  must  have 
stopped  to  reflect  on  the  nature  of  the  unaccustomed 
appendage  with  which  he  fonnd  himself  equipped.  The 
effect  of  bis  ruminations  was  disastrous,  for  the  float 
rested  on  the  surface  and  was  quickly  perceived  by  the 
keen  eye  of  the  disappointed  angler.  Punting  carefully 
to  the  spot  he  succeeded  in  seizing  the  broken  line  and 
attaching  it  to  his  rod,  and  in  a  few  moments  he  was  play- 
ing that  pike  with  desperate  energy,  and  landed  him.  The 
fish— and  this  fact  is  also  authenticated — was  found  to 
weigh  121b. 

JrsTicEs  Day  and  Lawraiice  in  the  Queen's  Bench 
Division  on  Jan.  21  had  before  them  the  case  of  Jones 
and  another  r.  Davies.  an  appeal  by  way  of  a  special 
cife  from  the  decision  of  certain  justices  sitting  at 
Dolgelly,  who  had  convicted  the  appellants  of  an  offence 
under  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act.  Mr.  E.  Honoratus 
Lloyd  and  Mr.  B.  Owen  Eoberts  appeared  for  the 
appeDants,  and  Mr.  Slontagu  Lush  for  the  respondent. 
Mr.  Lloyd  said  the  law  provided  that  no  person  should 
use  a  light  for  catching  salmon,  nor  any  lath  or  jack, 
wire,  snare,  or  other  like  instrument.  The  appellants 
were  found  close  to  a  salmon  stream  with  in  their 
possession  a  bag  or  sack  containing  a  net,  and  the 
question  was  whether  a  net  came  within  the  statute. 
The  justices^  held  that  a  net  came  within  the  words  "  or 
other  like  instrument."  He  (the  learned  counsel)  sub- 
mitted that  a  net  could  not  by  any  meacs  come  within 
the  words  of  the  statute,  and  that  the  convictions  ought 
to  be  set  aside. 


Me.  LrsH,  supporting  the  conviction,  said  the  question 
was_  whether  there  was  evidence  before  the  justices  to 
justify  them  in  finding  that  this  particular  instrument 
which  these  men  had,  intending  to  rsa  it  for  citching 
salmon,  was  a  like  instrument  with  a  snare  which  was 
referred  to  in  the  statute.  If  there  was  evidence  to  justify 
this,  the  conviction  was  right.  The  appellants  no  doubt 
had  on  them  an  illegal  net  to  use  to  catch  fish.  Mr. 
Justice  Day  :  Yes  ;  but  they  did  not  catch  any.  Mr.  Lush 
said  they  were  no  doubt  going  to  catch  fish.  Mr.  Justice 
p,ay_  said  the  conviction  must  be  set  aside,  as  there  was  no 
justification  for  convicting  the  appellants.  The  net  was 
entirely  distinct  froin  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  snare  or 
any  of  the  other  things  mentioned  in  the  section.  Mr. 
Justice  Lawrance  said  a  net  was  a  thing  legal  in  itself,  and 
the  possession  of  it  w  as  not  an  offence  under  section  8.  If 
it  was  desired  to  proceed  against  men  for  offences  under 
section  10,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  wait  until  they 
were  caught  catching  the  fish.  The  appeal  was  allowed, 
and  the  conviction  quashed,  ^vith  costs. 


Canon  Dykk,  spinning  with  an  artificial  bait  in  the  lake 
at  Mershan-le-Hatoh,  near  Ashford,  in  Kent,  on  Jan,  24, 
Ciught  a  281b.  pike.  This  pike  was  46in.  long  and  23in.  in 
girth.  His  head  was  small  in  proportion,  shoulders  broad, 
and  flanks  deep.  This  beautiful  fish  was  evidently  in  the 
prime  of  life. 

Last  week  our  Windsor  correspondent  recorded  the 
fact  that  a  diseased  jack  of  12Jlb.  had  been  foul-hooked 
and  sold  to  a  London  aogler  for  Is.,  and  at  the  same  time 
suggesting  that  if  a  fish  of  the  kind  were  weighed-in 
at  any  club  from  the  Windsor  district,  inquiry  should 
be  made.  This  has  produced  the  following  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  Westminster  A.S.  :  "  In  the 
river  report  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  22  I  see  you  warn  angling 
clubs  of  a  jack  having  been  sold  to  a  London  angler. 
This  fish  was  shovra  at  our  clubhouse  on  Jan.  15,  and 
weighed  101b.  1.3oz.  It  was  not  entered  to  the  member's 
credit,  as  he  stated  at  the  time  that  he  bought  it  for  the 
head,  which  is  now  being  set  up.  It  is  true  it  was  in  very 
poor  condition,  bat  it  did  not  seem  to  be  blind,  as  stated. 
As  the  report  with  variations  has  gone  the  round  of  tie 
clubs,  it  is  only  fair  the  right  sermon  of  the  incident 
should  be  known." 

 >  »♦♦<  

The  recent  death  of  M.  Nicolini,  the  husband  of 
Madame  Patti,  removes  from  our  midst  another  well 
known  angler  and  all-round  sportsman .  Thirty  years  ago 
he  was  a  prominent,  although  by  nn  means  conspicuously 
successful,  operatic  singer.  Since  his  marriage  to  Madame 
Patti,  _  however,  he  has  practically  retired  from  the 
operatic  stage,  and  lived  the  life  of  a  country  gentleman 
at  Craig-y-Nos  Castle,  Madame  Patti's  palatial  residerce 
in  Wales.  His  fishing  lodge  at  Cra'g-y-Nos  was 
a  perfect  specimen  of  its  kind ;  indeed  it  has 
been  stated  that  the  facilities  the  neighbourhood 
affords  for  fishing  had  much  to  do  with  Madame 
Patti's  purchase  of  the  estate.  Although  an  expert 
angler,  M.  Nicolini  was  the  recipient  of  much  good 
natured  chaff  on  his  devotion  to  the  rod.  One  wag 
suggested  that  Madame  Patti,  anxious  not  to  spare  her 
wealth  where  her  husband  was  concerned,  stocked  the  Taw 
with  gold  fish  !  While  on  the  one  hand  we  regret  his 
death,  we  cannot  but  feel  that  it  was  a  happy  release  from 
the  terrible  sufferings— a  most  painful  internal  comp'aint 
— caused  him  for  the  last  twelve  months. 


This  (Friday)  morniDi;  1  received  the  followin"'  letter. 
Comment  is  needless,  as  the  example  is  one  well  worth 
following.  "  Tipperary,  Ireland.  Dear  Sir, — It  is  now 
three  years  since  1  left  London,  and  I  miss  iny  angling 
chums;  and  it  is  very  sad  to  read  about  a  brother  angler 
meeting  with  such  a  sad  accident,    f  should  like  to  be  at 


tlie  concert,  but  no  such  luck.  Please  accept  my  humble 
2s.,  and  hope  that  your  efforts  will  he  crowned  with 
success.— Yours  truly,    Charles  Dejonge." 


"  We  sometimes  hear  of  a  private  soldier  turning  rusty," 
writes  "  Kusticus,"  "  because  he  fancies  some  duty  is  too  oft 
recurring ;  but  we  do  not  hear  any  complaints  of  the 
thousands— first,  of  workmen  enterirg  London  by  the 
earliest  trains,  and  of  a  perhaps  equally  numerous  devotees 
to  duty  «ntering  town  by,  say,  a  few  minutes  before  nine 
o  clock— of  men  whose  singleness  of  purpose  is  the  same 
as  the  vast  majority  who  had  preceded  them  by  every 
early  train  from  every  suburb  of  this  vast  metropolis.  The 
man  who  works  at  bench,  or  he  who  drives  a  quill  in  one 
of  the  Government  oflices,  or  in  a  private  situation,  up  to 
those  who  work  through  the  silent  hours  of  the  night,  and 
whose  clear  heads  and  nimble  fingers  enable  them  to 
produce  hundreds  of  columns  of  closely  printed  news  for 
the  information  of  those  in  authority,  and  instruction  for 
the  public  must  all  be  '  up  to  time,'  and  they  cheerfully 
comply  with  the  conditions.  This  is  an  admirable 
training." 

 >♦»♦<  

_  The  writer  heard  of  a  case  in  which  a  faithful  employe 
m  a  wholesale  stationer's  firm  in  the  city,  who,  after 
serving  continuously  for  hard  upon  forty  years,  was 
pensioned.  One  of  his  fellow  clerks  met  him  some  months 
afterwards,  and  congratulated  his  friend  on  the  "  high  old 
time  "  he  must  te  having  since  he  left ;  but  the  old  fellow 
smiled  amid  a  falling  tear,  and  he  replied,  "I  have  been 
to  Kensal-green  to  see  Master's  grave  twice  a  month 
during  the  summer,"  and  admitted  that  the  time  seemed 
otherwise  very  long ! 

 > <  

When  this  pensioner  was  a  young  man,  and  possibly 
a  Londoner,  there  was  not  much  induc«ment  to  become 
an  angler ;  but  nowadays  good  clubs  can  be  joined,  the 
members  of  which  6o  not  all  go  in  for  pegged-downers, 
nor  for  gross  weight  ("  tiddlers  "  included).  The  drilling 
men  get  in  London  is  not  lost  upon  them  when  they 
become  members  of  fishing,  cricket,  and  football  clubs ; 
and  if  the  old  pensioner  alluded  to  had  been  an  angler  he 
would  have  found  that  some  of  his  time  was  not  a  drag  or 
dreary  weight. 

OUR  P.  a  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  5  (New  Series). 


Me.  H.  R.  Taylor. 
Me.  Tavloe,  besides  being  a  good  fisherman,  is  an  all 
round  sportsman  of  the  first  class ;  he  hunts,  shoots,  is  a 
keen  raturalist,  and  is  well  known  wherever  sport  is  to  be 
had.  His  private  punt  at  Datohet  provides  him  w  ith  good 
freshwater  angling,  and  as  a  member  of  the  B.S.  A.S.  from 
the  start,  he  has  fished  the  sea  from  the  south  coast  to 
Sutherland;  Deal  and  Folkestone  see  him  often.  We 
could  do  with  a  few  more  real  sportsmen  of  Mr.  Taylor's 
tastes  and  cipabilities. 

Mr.  C.  Herbert,  writing  from  Oxford,  says  that  "  sport 
18  now  improving.  Some  good  jack  have  been  caught, 
some  of  them  close  to  the  city.  Chub  ought  now  to  move, 
as  the  water  is  in  good  condition.  Another  large  jack  was 
taken  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bablock  Hythe  ;  the 
weight  is  not  yet  verified,  but  I  hear  it  was  261b.  Dr. 
Turrill  was  the  fortunate  captor.  At  the  City  Police  Court, 
on  Friday  last,  John  Bossom,  jun.,  and  James  Bricknell 
were  prosecuted  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  for  illegal 
fishing,  with  a  flew  net,  in  the  early  hours  of  Sunday, 
Jan.  2.  Mr.  Bunting  appeared  for  the  prosecution.  After 
the  evidence  given  by  C.  Herbert,  assistant  river  keeper, 
and  three  others,  who  watched  the  individuals  from 
1  30  a.m.,  and  made  the  seizure  about  4  a.m..  afterwards 
seizing  a  bag  of  fish  and  a  flew  net  10yds.  long,  the 
magistrates,  told  the  defendants  they  were  determined 
to  put  a  stop  to  this  kind  of  thing,  fined  J.  Bossom,  jun., 
£3  and  19s.  costs,  and  Bricknell  203.  and  9s.  costs,  inform- 
'ng  them  should  they  appear  before  them  again,  they  would 
nflict  the  full  penalty,  viz.,  £5." 


Mr.  a.  B.  HoBiss,  of  Henley-on-Thames,  sends  the 
following:  "  On  Friday  last,  Mr.  W.  Perrin,  fishing  near 
Marsh  Lock,  caught  a  perch  about  9in.  in  length,  which 
was  much  distended.  On  being  unhooked  it  disgorged  a 
large  quantity  of  trout  ova,  perfectly  healthy,  and  within 
a  few  days  of  hatching.  This  I  know  is  not  a  very 
remarkable  incident,  but  I  send  it  in  the  hope  that  it  may 
interest  other  readers." 


The  committee  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
Angling  Association  announce  that  they  have  completed 
arrangements  whereby  members'  tickets  will  now  entitle 
them  to  fish  in  the  Rother  in  all  the  water  under  the 
control  of  the  Rother  Fishery  Association.  [Well  done, 
Hastings  !] 

)  »  »  ♦  <  

Brown  and  Jones  were  out  fishing,  when  the  latter 
complimented  his  friend  on  his  spicy  gaiters.  "  Where 
did  you  buy  them,  old  man  ?  "  he  queried.  "  Oh,  up  our 
alley,"  he  replied,  "  so  I  call  them  my  '  alley -gaiters.'  " 

Very  good  joke  laughed  Jones, ""  I'll  tell  the  missus  that." 
When  he  got  home,  he  said  to  Mrs.  Jones  :  "  Oh  !  I  say, 
Maria,  Brown  made  an  awfully  good  joke  to-day,  he 
bought  his  new  gaiters  up  his  court,  and  calls  them  his 
crocodiles."  N.B.— This  wants  thinking  over,  or,  else, 
like  Mrs.  Jones,  you  won't  see  where  the  joke  comes  in. 


I  read  in  a  daily  paper  that  the  German  Emperor  at  a 
pinch  can  put  three  million  men  in  the  Field.  The  report 
does  not  say  how  many  he  can  put  in  the  Fishing  Gazette ; 
but  we  are  always  open  to  business,  and  His  Majesty  can 
obtain  all  particulars  from  our  advertisement  manager. 


Probably  most  of  us  know  that  an  earthworm 
accidentally  chopped  in  two  by  the  gardener's  spade 
becomes  two  worms.  One  part  grows  a  new  head,  the 
other  a  new  tail.  But  many  other  and  higher  creatures 
can  grow  afresh  parts  of  themselves  that  have  been  broken 
or  destroyed.  _  Lobsters  and  crabs  reproduce  lost  claws  in 
six  weeks  to  six  months.  Lizards  grow  new  tails.  Young 
flies  and  spiders  grow  lost  legs.  The  younger  a  creature 
is,  the  greater  its  power  of  mending  itself.  Most  curious 
of  all,  the  freshwater  polyp  has  been  cut  into  as  many  as 
fifty  pieces,  and  each  of  these  has  become  in  time  a  perfect 
organism, 

Alonzo  SiMONiDES  Smvthe  complains  (with  apologies 
to  Mr.  Gilbert)  : 

"  Whene'er  I  write  my  rubbish  trite 
On  theme  ichthyologie. 
Some  scribe  appears,  and  promptly  sneers 

At  both  my  facts  and  logic. 
If  when  I  crib  in  fashion  glib, 

Authorities  transcribing, 
My  paragraphs  are  met  with  laughs, 

My  wrath  is  past  describing. 
In  accuracy  I  am  not  strong. 
And  so  my  facts  are  mostly  wrong  ; 
But  if  I  wait  for  wisdom's  call. 
Perhaps  I  ne'er  would  write  at  all. 

I  wrote  about  the  rainbow  trout 

And  of  the  salmon's  diet ; 
Now  I  know  '  nowt '  these  fish  about, 

I  simply  can't  deny  it. 
But  then  in  books,  instead  of  brooks, 

I've  mostly  done  my  fishing  ; 
I  do  not  poach,  though  I  encroach 

On  others  erudition. 
I  take  my  facts,  I  take  my  views 
Prom  every  book  that  I  peruse  ; 
I  stir  them  up  and  mix  them  well, 
That's  how  I  write  an  article." 

 > <  


What  are  we  coming  to  ?  A  detailed  description, 
recently  published,  of  an  electrical  fishing  apparatus  almost 
takes  one's  breath  away.  The  principal  features  of  this 
abominable  contrivance  appear  to  be  an  electric  light, 
which  can  be  switched  off  and  on  at  will,  and  a  net.  The 
lamp  and  the  net  are  lowered  into  the  water,  the  light  is 
switched  on,  and  fish,  like  moths,  fond  of  strong  hght, 
gather  to  see  what  new  thing  this  is,  are  entrapped  in  the 
net,  and  so  fall  victims  to  their  curiosity.  I  yield  to  no 
one  in  my_  admiral  ion  for  the  progress  of  science,  hutwhen 
one  sees  its  triumphs  turned  to  such  base  uses,  it  makes 
one  wonder  sometimes  if  we  are  not  progressing  backwards. 

 >»»■♦<  


We  have  heard  of  eels  going  over  land  from  one  pond  to 
another,  but  there  is  a  fish,  an  actual  salt-water  fish,  that 
is  common  in  the  hot  seis,  and  sometimes  seen  on  our 
coasts,  which  can  net  only  move  out  of  the  sea  but  move 
up  the  rocks  at  a  tremendous  rate.  This  is  the  octopus, 
that  curious  eight-armed  creature  with  parrot-like  beak. 
Recently,  on  one  of  the  Bahamas,  a  small  scarlet  crab 
was  observed  to  bolt  cut  of  the  water  and  up  the  cliffs  for 
over  fifty  feet.  Immediately  after  him  came  a  small 
octopus,  which,  running  with  extraordinary  rapidity  on 
its  long  arms,  caught  the  crab,  and  in  an  instant  wrapped 
it  in  its  clutches  and  buried  its  beak  through  its  shell. 

Schoolmaster  :  "  If  one  man  can  paint  a  room  in 
eight  hours,  how  long  would  it  take  two  men  to  do  it  ?  " 
Little  Boy:  "Are  the  men  fond  of  fishing  ?  School- 
master :  "  What  has  that  got  to  do  with  it."  Little  Boy  : 
"  Oh  !  a  lot.  By  the  ordinary  rules  of  arithmetic  you 
would,  I  suppose,  say  the  two  men  could  do  it  in  four 
hours  ;  but  if  they  got  telling  fishing  stories  I  should  give 
'em  a  week."  Dragnet, 
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^om  from  t1)c  ^oxtf^» 

A  SLIGHT  touch  of  frost  and  a  slight  coating  of  snow  on 
the  far  hills  is  all  the  modification  in  the  exceptionally  fine 
open  weather.  Were  the  rods  on  just  now  on  the  Dee 
they  (would  make  some  fine  work.  However,  the  time 
is  creeping  nearer  and  nearer,  and  another  fortnight 
now  and  the  impatient  anglers  will  be  let  loose  like  a  pack 
of  kenneUed  hounds  all  over  the  country. 


Some  eighty  rivers  and  streams  open  on  the  11th  prox., 
sixteen  on  the_  25th,  and  the  remainder  all  by  March  1, 
AH  the  most  important  waters  open  on  the  11th.  The 
Ythttn,  North  and  South  Esks,  and  some  Solway  streams 
are  the  more  important  later  streams  which  open  on  the 
2oth. 

In  an  interview  with  Mr.  W.  Duncan,  of  the  Dee  Fishery 
Boajd,  and  who  has  just  been  selected  by  the  Kyle  of 
Sutherland  Fishery  Board  as  their  inspector,  he  says  that 
the  appointment  came  to  him  as  a  pleasing  surprise.  Of 
a  "iiodest  and  retiiiag  disposition,  although  his  keen, 
shrewd  eye  belies  such  an  impression  when  duty  calls,  tha 
new  inspector  entered  the  field  at  the  last  moment  with 
the  scantiest  of  testimonials— quality  for  quantity— and 
had  so  little  faith  in  his  chances,  especially  when  he  heard 
that  there  were  sixty  odd  applicants  for  the  post,  from 
Maiden  Kirk  to  John  O'Groat's,  that  he  actually  had  a 
letter  penned  withdrawing  his  application,  and  was  only 
dissuaded  from  posting  it  by  the  utmost  pressure  of  his 
friends,  when  the  news  of  his  unanimous  selection  came 
He  takes  up  duties  in  AprU. 

c  IV  g''»'*i''y">g  to  know,  on  the  authority  of  one 
ot  the  Kyle  proprietors,  that  there  were  so  many  really 
good  men  in  the  field,  and  their  chances  will  come  by  and 
bye.  Meantime,  the  prizes  in  the  profession  of  river  police 
are  so  few  and  far  between  that  something  must  really  be 
done,  and  that  soon,  to  better  the  condition  of  these  semi- 
public  servants.  Their  duties  are  much  more  exacting 
than  those  of  the  county  constabulary,  while  they  have 
neither  the  status  nor  the  prospects  of  retirement  belong 
mg  to  that  body.   

Of  course,  on  some  estates,  such  as  that  of  the  Dake 
ot  Sutherland,  and  in  some  districts  such  as  the  Tweed 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  a  retiring  allowance  are 
practically  assured ;  but  the  bulk  of  our  river  police  are  in 
a  very  shifty  and  drifting  condition,  with  comparatively 
poor  pay,  no  training,  and  the  certain  prospect  of  beiag 
Eupplanted  by  younger  men  whenever  a  new  broom  comes 
their  way. 


The  nvers  are  getting  somewhat  smaller  than  they  have 
been  for  SIX  weeks  back,  but  they  are  still  in  fine  volume, 
and  tresh  tish  getting  away  with  every  tide.  We  had  an 
hour  s  watthmg  on  Sunday  morning  last  at  our  favourite 
corner  on  the  old  bridge  of  Dee,  and  saw  some  six  or  eight 
hsh  pass  in  that  time,  although  a  slight  frost  prevailed 
overnight,  and  the  watcher  assured  us  that  this  was  the 
smallest  number  he  had  seen  since  the  advent  of  the  New 
iear. 

The  Dee  tidal  fishers  are  in  a  terrible  pickle.  Hitherto 
tickets  have  been  issued  by  the  Salmon  Fishing  Company, 
Aberdeen,  who  own  the  salmon  net  fishings,  ad  libitum, 
at  the  nominal  charge  of  5s.  per  annum.  Last  year  there 
were  some  sixty  applications  for  tickets,  and  all  were 
granted.  It  was  an  interesting  sight,  and  a  busy  one 
to  boot,  to  watch  the  operations  of  the  numerous 
anglers  all  over,  plying  the  rod  with  zeal,  and  otttimes 
success,  on  a  sunny  af  ternoon  when  the  tide  was  about  half 
spent.  Now  a  change  has  come  over  the  spirit  of  their 
dream.  No  more  Sa.  tickets  are  to  be  issued.  The  decree 
has  gone  forth  that  the  charge  is  to  be  £1,  and  only 
twenty  such  are  to  be  permitted  to  be  issued  at  any  one 
■  1,    ^  '  ^'^^  threat  has  even  been  heard 

that  should  even  these  twenty  crowd  any  one  spot  the 
charge  will  be  raised  to  £6,  and  only  four  rods  allowed 


We  are  not  agitators,  but  we  think  now  is  the  time  to 
make  a  stand  against  such  abuse  of  a  hitherto  public 
privilege.  At  one  time  both  the  Don  and  Dee  tidals  were 
tree  to  aU  but  salmon  anglers.  Then  the  thin  edge  of  the 
wedge  was  got  in,  and  2s.  6d.  was  charged.  Then  a  5s. 
hcence,  ani  now  it  is  up  to  £1  on  both  waters. 

The  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company  may,  and  no  doubt  have, 
law  on  their  side.  It  is  for  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen 
to  tackle  this  question;  They  are  the  public  representa- 
tives, and  the  only  parties  to  safeguard  or  otherwise 
provide  tor  pubhc  wants.   

These  tidal  reaches  both  on  the  Dee  and  Don,  as  no 
aoubt  elsewhere,  were  at  one  time  the  common  property 
ot  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen.  The  rights  of  the  salmon 
nshnjs  were  sold  to  the  Shipmaster's  Society  a  great 
inany  years  ago  by  the  then  magistrates  of  the  city.  It 
IS  now  the  duty  of  their  successors  in  office  to  redeem,  not 
repudiate,  that  bid  black  bargain,  and  restore  the  angling 
orivileges  for  finnook  or  sea  trout,  at  least,  to  the  citizens, 
x  IS  as  well  to  sptni  a  few  pounds  for  public  angling 
•waters  as  thousands  of  pounds  for  public  parks. 


I  have  just  received  a  note  from  him,  thanking  me  for 
my  trouble,  but  saying  that  as  it  was  "  tidal  fishing  "  and 
'  minnow  work,"  he  decided  not  to  go.  In  case  there 
may  be  others  in  the  same  boat  with  our  Brighton  friend, 
let  me  hasten  to  explain  i  hit  tidal  fishing  is  not  necessarily 
confined  to  minnow  work.  The  best  baskets  are  made  to 
the  fly,  and  what  "  minnows  "  are  used  are  of  the  smaller 
order,  and  are  used  instead  of  the  trail  fly.  In  fact  it  is 
fly  work  strictly  so  called,  except  when  trolling  from  a 
beat.   

Of  course,  there  are  many  ways  of  angling  for  finnook 
and  sea  trout,  but  he  who  delights  in  the  fly  and  fly  casting 
need  have  no  fear  of  compering  on  equal  if  not  on  better 
terms  with  the  angler  who  essays  a  downright  "  minnow 
set '  of  the  lighter  order,  and  a  light  "  Malloch  "  to  suit. 

Capt.  Mackay,  the  recognised  champion  maker  of 
baskets  on  the  Dee,  uses  a  common  tronting  fly  rod,  and 
never  makes  any  other  cast  than  overhand.  He  uses  the 
fly  in  preference  to  all  other  lures,  and  only  now  and 
again  attaches  the  smallest  of  Devons  or  the  lightest  of 
tubes^  Minnowing  for  finnook  and  minnowing  for  salmon 
or  pike  are  about  as  wide  apart  from  each  other  with  re- 
gard to  their  modtis  operandi  as  the  poles  are  asunder. 
Again,  the  best  sea  trout  and  finnock  fishings,  bar  inland 
lochs  and  arms  of  the  sea,  are  found  in  tidal  waters. 

One  rod  will  be  greatly  missed  this  year  on  the  Dee 
wluch  has  been  in  constant  evidence  for  the  past  quartpr 
of  a  century.  I  refer  to  the  late  Mr.  William  Fare  ell 
Watson,  who  rented  the  Woodeiid  water,  and  who  has 
reeled  in  to  the  majority  in  the  interval  bjtween  the 
closing  of  the  autumn  and  the  present  season.  A  most 
kindly  disposed,  genial,  and  warm  hearted  man,  he  will  be 
long  missed  as  a  liberal  patron  of  the  art,  an  expert 
sportsman,  and  a  friend  indeed.         Special  Scotch. 


IprovinctalTRotea 


residing  in  Brighton,  through  the  medium 
01  the  ii-shing  Uazelte,  asked  me  for  particulars  of 
sea  trout  fishing  at  Forres.  I  wrote  him  as  fully  about  the 
f«H  ®       ^'^^  ^P^'=®     ™y  disposal  would  permit, 

and  added  the  usual  request  to  let  me  know  how  he  got 
on,  tor  the  sake  of  others  who  might  follow. 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  half-yearly  general  meering  of  the  Birmingham 
Ang^lers  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters 

T.  Coles  presided, 

and  Mr.  O.  Wti :e  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting 
was  one  of  the  best  attended  the  society  has  ever  held. 
The  minutes  of  the  committee  meetings  held  during  the 
past  SIX  mouths  were  read  and  confirmed  without  altera- 
tion. The  secretary  reported  tbat  he  had  paid  a  death 
clam  to  the  relatives  of  a  deceased  member  of  the 
Birminghim  Heath  Society  since  the  list  commit* ei 
meeting.  He  also  informed  the  meeting  that  the  number 
of  members  identified  with  the  society  were  about  000 
ihe  balance-sheet  and  auditor's  report  for  the  half  year 
ending  Dec.  31  last,  showed  that  the  profit  on  the  year's 
working  amounted  to  £16  \U.  6d.,  and  that  the 
total  amount  laying  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of 
the  society  was  £245  33.  2d.  The  report,  which 
was  exceedingly  satisfactory,  was  received  and  adopted, 
r  motion    given  ia  by  Mr.   J.  BaUey 

ot    the    Bellbarn    Club,    which    is  to   the  following 
effect,  was  carried  with  little  discussion  :  That  in  future 
the  following  be  the  charges  as  entrance  fees  to  fish  in  the 
annual  socieries'  contests,  namely,  all  members  of  the 
Anglers  Benevolent  Society,  6d.  each  ;  and  members  of 
the  Birmmgl!  am  Anghng  Association  who  are  not  members 
ot  the  A.B  S.  is.  each;  the  extra  sixpence  from  non- 
members  to  form  a  fund  for  the  purchasing  of  prizes.  The 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months  resulted 
as  foUows  :  President,  Mr.  T.  Coles  ;  vice-president,  Mr 
O.  Whits ;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Babone ;  trustees,  Messrs 
Hall  and  Hughes;  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  White;  auditors 
Messrs.  Foster  and  TuUett.    The  following  twenty  gentle 
men  were  elected  on  the  committee,  namely  :  Messre 
Weston,   BaUey,   McMuUen,  Foster,    Chalton,  Wood 
Wnght,  Pearsall  Kingerley,  Bgerton,  Hobbs,  Jolly,  Lloyd 
Glover,    Ainge,  Shale,  Attrill,   Tullett,   Holding  and 
iain.     Messrs.    White    and    Lloyd   were  instructed 
to    make    arrangements    for   holding   the  next  lime- 
light entertainment  at  the  Ladywood  Palace,  and  give 
committee  meeting.    A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chief  officers  and  retiring  committee  brouo-ht 
the  meeting  to  a  close.    The  following  list  of  stations 
have  been  received  for  the  new  Spon  Lane  Society  at  the 
usual  tare  and  a  quarter  rate  for  the  double  journey 
namely  :  Alrewas,  Blake  Street,  Bloxwioh,  Eugeley  Town' 
Kugeley  Junction,  Colwich,  Hampton-in-Arden,  Penk- 
ridge,  Galley,  and  Brownhills.    The  privilege  to  travel 
will  come  into  operation  on  Feb.  1.    The  Trent,  Avon 
and  Severn  are  in  splendid  order  for  fishing,  and  a  laro-e 
number  of  onr  members  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
spell  of  fine  weather,  and  have  visited  the  best  places  on 
the  rivers  mentioned,  and  have  met  with  very  good  sport. 
The  canals  have  been  well  patronised,  fish  are  feeding  well 
.-^Irewas  and  Armitage,  and  large  numbers  of  fish 
which  have  run  small,  have  been  taken  from  the  canals  at 
the  places  mentioned.    Some  good  pike  and  roach  have 
been  taken  from  the  Avon  a*;  Wyre,  near  to  Pershore. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  new  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association  will  be  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening  next,  Feb.  3,  when  the  date  for  the 
annual  association  dinner  will  be  fixed. 


to  get  into  a  condition  peculiar  to  their  sex  much  earlier 
than  usual,  and  both  roach  and  pike  fishermen  will  probably 
have  to  lay  aside  their  rods  this  year  nearly  a  month  before 
the  appointed  time.  The  drought  is  now  beginning  to  be 
felt,  and  some  waters  are  getting  very  low  and  cleir.  This 
will  cause  a  shjness  on  the  part  of  roach,  wh'ch  up  to  the 
present  time  have  afforded  almost  an  unprecedented 
amount  of  winter  .sport.  On  the  main  rivers  there  is  still 
a  gord  depth  of  water,  and  there  will  probably  be  no 
decrease  in  the  number  of  rods  while  the  present  open 
vveather  lasts,  or  until  anglers  are  compelled  to  relinquish 
the  sport  owing  to  the  unseasonable  condition  of  the  lish. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  different  clubs  some  good  roach  have  been 
shown  during  the  past  week,  and  as  the  Hull  continues 
in  first  class  condition,  and  the  weather  exceedingly  fine 
no  doubt  good  sport  will  be  met  with  during  the  present 
week.    Amongst  the  best  roach  was  one  of  lib.  6ioz 
caught  by  Mr.  T.  Waites,  of  Driffield,  and  another  of 
lib.  3ioz.,  by  Mr.  P.  Bell,  Victoria  A.S.   A  few  fine  dace 
were  also  shown,  the  heaviest  OJoz.,  caught  by  Mr.  G.  W. 
Schofield,  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper's  (of  London) 
for  preservation.    Reports  from  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  are  also  good,  several  nice  pike  having  been  taken 
and  perch  up  to  lib.  each.    Roach  fishing  has  also  been 
practised  in   the  top    ponds   wi-h  'fair  success.  The 
Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Associatiim  lave  awarded 
the  following  prizes  for  specimen  fish  of  the  various 
classes    caught   by    club    members    in    the  matches 
during  the  past  season,  viz.  :  Roach,  first  prize  to  Mr. 
G.  Potter,  with  a  fish  of  lib.  2oz  ;   second,  Mr.  Ike 
Austin,  lib.  ;  dace,  Mr.  R.  Barlow,  lOoa;.  ;  bream,  first 
Mr.  S  Clarkson,  3.b.  9Joz  ;  second,  Mr.  T.  K.  Robinson, 
21b.  lOJoz.;  and  perch,  first,  Mr.  H.  Rndd,  lib  3ioz  • 
second,  Mr.  P.  Crayhan,  13ioz.    Club  dinners  and  other 
functions  still  continue  to  cause  a  great  attraction  in 
angling  circles.    The  members  of  the  Globe  A.S.  held 
their  first  annual  dinner,  Mr.  R.  AnseU  presiding.  Mr. 
Chant  Carl,  of  London,  an  expert  Thames  angler,  in  pro- 
posing "  Success  to  the  Society,"  gave  its  members 
some  very  good  practical  hints  and  advice.    At  the 
annual    meeting   of    fha    Albion    A.S.,    Mr.    J.  K. 
Turner     was    elected    to    the    presidential    chair  • 
Mr.   T.   Gosling   to    the   vice-chair  ;    Mr.  J.  Walsh! 
treasurer ;  and  Mr.  J.  Lawson  to  the  secretaryship.  At 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Amos  and  Smiths'  Employes 
A  S.,  Mr.  George  Fowler  was  elected  president  ;  Mr.  E. 
Clappison,  treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Walmsley,  secretary. 
On  Monday  evening  the  River  Hull  A  S.  will  hold  a 
smoking  concert  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  for  the  benefit 
of  Mr.  Tom  Watson,  a  much  respected  member  of  the 
club  ;  whilst   on  Feb.  4  the  Clarence  A.A.  will  hold  a 
smoking  concert  and  prize  presentation  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  Hull.    Much  enthusiasm  has  prevailed  during  the 
week  in  the  fishing  trade  circles,  rektive  to  the  honours 
conferred  upon  one  of  its  representatives,  Mr.  Councillor 
Richard  Simpson,  who  la?  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Livery  and  Court  of  the  Worshipful  Fishmongers'  Com- 
pany  of  the  City  of  London,  and  also  had  the  Freedom  of 
the  City  conferred  upon  him. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  are  having  a  right  merry  time  of  it  in  the  fen 
district.  It  is  several  weeks  since  there  was  any  interrup- 
tion to  the  sport,  and  judging  by  the  barometrical  indica- 
tions at  the_  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  evening)  there 
18  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  change  in  the  weather.  The 
exceptionally  open  season,  however,  has  enabled  the  fish 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

From  reports  to  hand  from  various  centres  it  may  be 
taken  that  there  has  been  a  very  large  increase  in  the 
privileges  granted  to  anglers  by  the  railway  companies 
Ti?  places  to  be  visited  and  the  stations  at  which 

the  tickets  can  be  obtained.    Naturally  from  our  position 
m  a  coanty  killed,  as  regards  stream  fishing,  by  pollution 
and  narrow-mmded  conservators,  we  are  bound  to  become 
rovers  from  home,  and  these  extended  facilities  will  tend  to 
inoreaseourwanderingpropensities.  The  Wigan  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  held  their  thirty-second 
annual  meeting  on  Monday,  Mr.  Councillor  Levi  Booth 
as  usual,  occupying  the  chair.   There  is  a  noteworthy  item 
of  itsrest  in  connection  with  Mr.  Booth's  official  career, 
for  during  his  tenure  of  office  as  president,  now  thirty- 
two  consecutive  years,  he  has  never  missed  a  meeting. 
What  an  amount  of  power  he  must  have  as  a  chairman,' 
and  what  an  amount  of  discreet  wisdom  he  must  have 
to  preside  successfully  for  thirty-two  years  over  a  body 
of  anglers.    Surely  this  is  a  record  performance.  He 
congratulated  the  society  on  having  had  still  another 
satisfactory   financial   year.     He  had  the  gratifying 
news  of  additional  railway  priviUgas  both  in  fares  and 
stations  issuing  tie  tickets.     The  Standiih  members 
can    now    book  at  Standish.     He  made  an  earnest 
appeal  to  the  members  for  sufficient  funds  to  adequately 
carry  out  the  scheme  of  erecting  the  proposed  memorial  to 
the  la,fe  Mr.  Joseph  Bradshaw.    In  conclusion,  he  alluded 
m  suitable  terms  to  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Stones,  their 
late  secretary,  submitting  a  vote  of  condolence  (to  his 
bereaved  friends)  to  the  meeting,  the  same  being  feehnglv 
agreed  to.    The  routine  business  of  minutes,  report,  and 
balance-sheet  received  due  attention,  and  were  easily 
disposed  of ;  and  the  election  of  officers  brought  the  pro- 
ceedings to  a  close,  the  officers  being  re-elected,  and  Mr 
Richard  Foster  securing  the  office  of  secretary  held  by  the 
late  Mr.  John  Stones.    The  meeting  was  held  at  the  club- 
house of  the  Friendly  Brothers,  New  Inn,  Upper  Morris- 
street      The  phenomenally  open  weathsr  is  tempting 
many  to  get  away  fishing,  and,  of  course,  extraordinary 
reports  are  to  hand  of  spawning  by  disreputable  fish  out  of 
their  reckoning. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  canal  and  streams  have  been  running  low  and  fine 
rather  an  unusual  occurrence  for  this  time  of  the  year' 
although  at  times  a  little  colour  disseminates  itself  from' 
ong  of  those  causes  which  "  we  think  we  know,"  rendering 
sport  at  times  very  uncertain.  Those  anglers  who  have 
been  ovit  just  at  the  proper  time  have  had  excellent  takes 
From  the  preserves  of  the  Leicester  A.S. :  J.  Hobbs  had  a 
nice  basket  of  roach  of  81b.,  the  best  fish  going  lib,  5Joz 
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PURPLE 
HEATHER." 

THE 

NEW 
JACKET. 


"'EESISTUS'  is  the  name  of  a  new  cloth  which 
^  h&B ,  the  tenacity  and  somewhat  the  appearance  of 
"''.Inen  twill,  bnt  to  the  touch  there  is  that  feeling  of 
softness  and  comfort  inseparable  from  a  woollen 
material.  ...  A  more  suitable  fabric  out  of 
which  to  fashion  sportsmen's  garments  could  not 
be  imagined."— Fishing  Gazette,  Nov.  14,  1896. 


"THE  'PURPLE  HEATHER' 
FISHING  JACKET 

will  be  received  with  favour  by  those  who  study 
comfort  with  appearance."  —  FisMng  Gazette, 
Nov.  14,  1896.   

"  An  admirably  designed  coat  ....  so  out 
at  the  back  that,  while  it  allows  the  greatest 
possible  freedom  to  the  shoulders  and  arms,  it 
always  falls  into  its  place  and  hangs  well  and  ship- 
shape. It  is,  in  fact,  exactly  what  a  true  sports- 
man requires— a  thoroughly  useful  and  workman- 
like garment." — Rod  and  Gun,  Oct.  17,  1896. 


RESISTUS." 
THE 
NEW 
CLOTH. 


DR.  JAEGER'S  CO. 


PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 

42,  CONDUIT  STREET,  W 

Telegrams-"  HIQHMOST.  LONDON." 


SUPPLIED  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY. 

CONSOMME  differs  in  important 
essentials  from  any  preparation  tliat 
is  being  offered  to  the  public.  Meat 
extracts  merely  supply  a  basis  for 
making  soups  and  gravies.  Maggi's 
Consomme  is  itself  a  perfectly  made 
clear  soup  of  the  best  quality, 
instantly  prepared  by  the  simple 
addition    of   boiling   water,  and: 
requiring  no  other  addition  or  seasoning  ■wiiatever.     In  Continental 
households,  where  the  average  of  domestic  cookery  is  higher  than  in  this 
country,  and  where  few  ready-made  preparations  are  used,  Maggi  is  a 
"  household  word,"  because  it  represents  results  equal  to 
the  best  achievements  of  the  skilled  cook.     The  Con- 
somme is  put  up  in  gelatine  tubes,  which  protect  it  from 
the  air  and  ensure  its  keeping  in  any   climate.  This 
portability  and  keeping  property,  combined  with  the  ease 
and  quickness  of  preparation,  make  it   invaluable  for 
Anglers,  Sportsmen,  and  Travellers,  and  its  superiority  to 
anything  else  of  the  kind  has  been  vouched  for  by  the  head 
of  the  Jeaffreson-Parnham  Arctic  Expedition,  by  officers 
of  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  by  many  other  travellers.  In 
the  sick-room  it  is  not  only  more  palatable  and  more 
quickly  prepared  than  beef  tea,  but  its  food  value  is  of 
hish  order.     The  Lancet  testifies  to  its  "  real  nutrient 
stimulating  properties,"  and  equally  favourable  opinions 
expressed  by  other  medical  and  hospital  papers.    In  cost  it  compares 
favourably  with  any  other  food  preparation  of  the  kind.    It  is  put  up 
in  boxes  containing  ten  tubes  or  capsules,  each  of  which  will  make 
f  pint  of  strong  soup,  at  the  price  of  1/8  per  box,  post  free  1/9.    It  can 
be   obtained   of   all   grocers,   Italian   warehousemen,   and  chemists 
in  town  and  country,  or  the  Sole  Agents  for  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies, 

COSENZA  &  CO.,  95,  WIGffiORE  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 


as  well  as 
have  been 


FOR  SALE> 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalia 
Kainbows,  and  Grayling. 

Apply— 

Messrs,  ANDREWS, 

Surrey  Trout  Farm, 

CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE, 
N.B.  — Established  by  the  late  Thos. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford. 


BROWN'S 
PHANTOM  MINNOWi 

IS 

"The  Best  Artificial  Bait  ever 
yet  Invented." 

Pitted  witli  Geen's  Patent  Swivel,  it  lias  the 
Simplest,  Neatest,  and  Strongest  Spinning 
Attachment  of  any  Bait  extant. 

'  Send  for  lllusiraied  Price  List  of  High 
Class  Fishing  Tackle  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

64,    GEOBGE   ST.,  ABERDEEN. 

TeleSRAMS;  "PHANTOM,  ABEBDEEN." 


Anglers  wiaMng  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

8H0UI.D  ADYEBTISE  IN 

THE  iLFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOORHAL 

Charget  very  moderate. 
Addreas:  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


WORKS  ON  YACHTING. 


SMALL  YACHTS.  Their  Design  and  Construction  exemplified 
by  the  Ruling  Types  of  Modern  Practice.  By  C.  P.  Kunhardt. 
With  numerous  Plates  and  Illustrations.  New  and  enlarged 
Edition.  Fcap.  folio,  lialf-bou.nd,  50s.  Supplementary 
vol.,  21s. 

STEPHENS'  (W.  P.)  Supplement  to  "  Small  Yaclits,"  containing 
examples  of  Yaclits  and  small  Craft  built  in  America  and 
England  between  1890  and  1896.  Witb  working  drawings 
and  complete  details  of  construction.  By  W.  P.  Stephens 
(Yacliting  Editor  of  "Forest  and  Stream").  Fcap.  folio, 
lialf-bound,  21s. 

STEAM  YACHTS  AND  LAUNCHES,  THEIR  MACHINERY 
AND  MANAGEMENT.  A  Review  of  the  Steam  Engine 
as  appUed  to  Yachts ;  Laws  governing  Yachts  in  American 
Waters,  &c.  By  C.  P.  Kunhardt.  Small  4to.,  fully  ilbis- 
trated,  16s. 

YACHTS.-AMERICAN  YACHTS.  Text  by  J.  D.  Jerrold 
Kelley,  Lieut.  U.S.  Navy.  A  Series  of  27  Plates,  22  by_28 
inches,  illustrative  of  the  variant  Phases  of  Yachting  Life. 
Ordinary  copies,  £21 ;  Artist  Proof  copies,  £31  10s. 

MEDITERRANEAN.-WITH  THE  YACHT,  CAMERA,  AND 
CYCLE  IN  THE  MEDITERRANEAN.  By  the  Earl  of 
Cavan,  K.P.  With  nearly  100  full-page  Illustrations  repro- 
duced from  Photographs.    CroAvn  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 

MEDITERRANEAN.-WITH  THE  YACHT  AND  CAMERA 
IN  EASTERN  WATERS.  By  the  Earl  op  Cavan,  K.P. 
Illustated.    Crown  8vo.,  12.  6d. 


Visitors  wishing  lo  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  River  Dart,  where  capital  Trout 

and  Salmon  Fiahingi  s  obtainable, 

BHOULD  ADVBETI8B  IN  THH 

TOTNES  TIMES, 

Published  Friday  Evening. 
14  word*,  6d. ;  80  tcordi,  It.,  prepaid. 
Offices:  Pore  Street,  Totnes. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Pishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

BHOtTLD  ADVBETISE  IN 

Thfl  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  Advtt.,  18  wordt,  6d. ;  80  wordt,  prepaid 
Addrass:  News  Office.  Ashbourne 


London 


SAMPSON    LOW,   MARSTON  and  COMPANY,  Limited. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.G. 


WESTERN  GUARDIAN. 

Mid-Weekly  Journal  for  the  Western  District. 
Published  Wednesdays  &  Thursdays.  Price  Id 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 
SEA  and  BIVEB  FISHING,  SHOOTING, 
HUNTING,  BAILING  and  BOATING,  in  the 
South  Devon  District,  throughout  which  the 
Western  Guardian  circulate!!. 

Advertising  Charges  Moderat*. 
Head  Offices :   Totnea,  Devon. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o, 

SHOULD  ADVBBTI8B  IN 

TEE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  fllll,  Cambridge 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stonr. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  tor  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  adverti.,  26  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Kddresi  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 
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which  was  weighed-in  at  the  "Jollies;"  Mr.  J.  Condcn 
weighed-in  perch  ;  W.  Marshill.  pike  ;  F.  Marshall,  roach 
and  dace  ;  Mr.  St^veIlson,  also  perch.  A.  Dickens,  oat  at 
Market  Harborough,  took  a  pike ;  and  an  angler,  whosa 
name  did  tot  irACspire,  one  of  81b.  A.  Elkiugton  had  a 
good  day  at  Syston,  taking  61b.  roach  and  dace,  bis  beet 
f  pecimen  cf  tha  red  fins  being  well  over  lib.  Mr.  H  Gask 
took  pike  from  the  local  waters.  C.  Collins,  J.  Freer,  M. 
Driver,  and  Kelly  have  been  doing  well  at  Brooksby  and 
Frisby  amongst  the  perch  and  chub,  having  a  very  good 
take  of  the  former  free  biting  fish,  and  "  John  "  excelling 
with  a  (hub  as  near  31b.  as  the  proverbial  tinker's 
benediction  is  to  a  curse. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  stocking  or  develr  pment  of  waters  under  the 
control  of  our  various  clubs  is  the  most  interesting  news 
this  week.  First  of  all  psrmit  me  to  correct  an  error  in 
last  week's  notes  under  this  heading  which  was  inadver- 
tently made.  I  lecaived  information  that  400  two-year-old 
"  rainbows "  had  been  jJaced  in  Walton's  water  at 
Harpurhey,  and  of  course  concluded  the  waters  to  belong 
to  the  Rojal  Waltons  in  that  district.  It  referred, 
however,  to  "  Mr."  Walton's  water,  in  which  the  privilege 
of  fishing  is  granted  to  the  Wellington  A  S  ,  also  of  that 
district.  My  correspondent  wa  s  short  of  ink,  and  forgot 
the  "Mr.,"  or  the  mistake  would  not  have  occurred; 
however,  the  "Wellingtons"  are  so  satisfied  with  the 
rainbows  that  they  have  decided  to  supplement  the  effort 
of  Mr.  Walton  with  200  Loch  Levens  (two-year-  olds). 
Another  go-ahead  club  without  limit  to  enterprise  is  ths 
Moss  Side  Socials,  who  are  following  the  "  rainbow 
fashion,"  having  ordered  a  consignment  of  these  fish  for 
their  private  waters  at  Kersal.  On  Feb.  16  the 
Buckland  Angling  Society  have  arranged  for  a  lecture 
at  headquarters,  and  i-  will  be  of  an  educational 
character.  The  lantern  vill  be  under  the  careful  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Bibby,  and  three  members  of  the  club  will 
divide  the  duties  of  describing  the  views.  The  slides  will 
chiefly  illustrate  liver  scenery  and  river  fishing,  both 
Bubjects  being  particularly  acceptable  to  town  fishermen, 
and  the  event  is  to  be  open  to  all ;  a  good  attendance  is 
desirable.  A  strong  contingent  of  the  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association  visited  their  Irlam  waters  on  the 
22nd,  and  report  the  same  as  being  in  good  condition. 
The  aquatic  vegetation  is  green  and  healthy  looking,  so 
that  they  anticipate  successful  development.  The  last 
new  club  in  this  city  is  the  Vulcan,  with  headquarters  in 
Hnlme.  It  is  astonishing  where  all  the  members  come 
from  to  fill  up  the  roll  calls.  One  would  think  there  were 
enough  clubs  already,  but,  of  course,  the  members  know 
best  what  is  wanted.  At  any  rate,  all  Hulme  clubs  are 
good  ones,  and  their  members  can  be  relied  on  to  do  their 
best  to  promote  sport.  Mr.  Henri  Straker,  a  veteran,  is 
mentioned  as  the  first  hon.  secretary  of  the  naw  club. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  has  been  very  bad  lately  in  this  district.  Pike 
have  not  been  on  the  feed  anywhere.  On  Thursday  last  a 
local  angler,  fishing  alone  on  private  water  near  Norwich, 
caught  seven  fish,  but  meat  of  them  were  small  ones  of 
lib.  _  weight.  Several  parties  have  been  out,  without 
getting  a  sizeable  fish.  Now  that  the  game  season  is 
practically  over,  permits  will  be  given  for  some  of  the  best 
private  waters,  and  if  the  present  fine  weather  continues 
some  good  sport  may  be  obtained. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  running  in  very  low  volume,  and  is  in 
splendid  condition  for  chub  and  pike  fishing.  Numerous 
anglers  have  hi  en  out  with  a  view  to  catch  chub,  and  in 
the  CoUingham  district  fine  sport  has  been  obtained. 
Above  Kellam,  chub  fishermen  have  caught  no  end; 
at  Wilford  and  Clifton  the  subscribers  have  creeled  roach 
and  bream ;  whilst  above,  or  at  Beeston,  Mr.  FiUds 
Weston  has  excelled  amongst  roach.  Mr.  Carter,  of  this 
cily,  has  been  taking  pike  at  Thumpton,  and  several  very 
good  fish  of  the  same  species  have  been  secured  at  King's 
Mills  and  Weston.  Chub  have  afforded  sport  to  pith  and 
brains,  and,  with  the  river  in  its  present  condition,  anglers 
devotees  to  this  method  of  angling  ought  to  exert  their 
best  energies.  On  Saturday  the  members  of  the  Notting- 
ham Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association  took  part  in  a 
friendly  competition,  with  the  result  that  Mr.  H.  Benson 
took  the  first  prize ;  with  Mr.  W.  Holds  second ;  Mr.  D.  S. 
Garner,  third ;  and  Mr.  J.  Simpson,  fourth.  The  weather 
has  been  rather  boisterous,  with  a  north  wind  beating  up 
the  river,  hence  the  small  catches. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  continuation  of  the  open  weather  has  resulted  in 
large  numbers  of  SheiSeld  anglers  visiting  their  favourite 
haunts  in  the  Boston  district,  and  they  have  been  rewarded 
as  a  general  rule  by  excellent  sport,  taking  all  circum- 
stances into  consideration.  The  waters  have  been  rather 
lovf,  but  this  has  not  detracted  from  the  success,  good 
takes  of  roach  laving  been  made.  In  the  waters  at 
Bardney  and  the  immediate  neighbourhood  worms 
have  proved  the  most  killing  bait,  and  have  accounted 
for  any  amount  of  fine  roach,  whilst  at  Southrey 
the  use  of  the  same  bait  has  resulted  in  some 
very  heavy  specimens  fijiding  their  way  into  (ha  creels. 
In  the  Sleaford  Canal  roach  have  also  furnished 
the  greater  proportion  of  the  catches.  Pike  have  not 
been  providing  much  sport,  and  the  fish  caugat  have  not 
run  to  any  size,  though  it  is  said  the  Witham  contains  any 
amount  of  good,  sizeable  fish.  Coming  to  the  Ketford 
district,  the  Idle  has  fished  much  better  than  it  has 
generally  done  duriag  the  winter  months,  this,  of  course, 
being  accounted  for  by  the  open  character  of  the  weather! 
At  Bolham  several  nice  roach  have  been  grassed — if 
the  term  may  be  now  used  —  by  local  anglers, 
wLi'at  chub  of  decent  size  have  also  fallen  vic- 
tims to  the  skilful  angler.  The  Trent  has,  speaking 
generally,   maintainsd    its  reputation,   and  has  pro- 


vided some  most  pleasurable  work  for  plenty  of 
Sheffield  anglers.  The  swims  at  Laneham  aud  Clifton 
have,  as  usual,  been  the  better  patronised,  roich  aud  pike 
being  secured.  In  the  dee;-s  at  Dunham  several  well- 
known  ShefiieWers  have  been  wielding  their  reds  with 
good  effect,  and  the  roach  they  have  taken  have  run  to  a 
s  2?  that  has  made  their  capture  a  delight.  The  coming 
spawning  season  for  beth  roach  and  pike  in  Trent  and 
Witham  is  promising,  the  fish  being  reported  to  be  in  a 
much  more  forward  state  than  usual,  owing  to  the  extra- 
ordicary  mild  weather  experienced  for  so  long,  and  it  is 
expected  that,  in  some  four  weeks  fish  will  have  commenced 
to  deposit  their  spawn.  Grayling  fishers  on  the  Wye  and 
Derwent  have  met  with  very  fair  luck,  though  the  Wye 
has  yielded  the  better  results.  In  the  private  waters  of 
the  Chatsivorth  and  Hathersage  Clubs  grayling  have  been 
secured  in  good  numbers,  whilst  coarse  fish  anglers  have 
done  very  well  amongst  the  roach. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  rivers  in  grand  condition  for  angling,  and,  no 
doubt  as  a  result  of  the  unusually  mild  weather  we  are 
having,  a  great  number  of  fishermen  have  been  out,  and 
some  exceedingly  good  sport  among  the  coarse  fish 
has  been  had.  The  Severn  has  received  the  most 
patronase,  and  some  very  heavy  baskets  of  chub  have 
been  taken  in  the  liver  from  Worcester  down  to 
Upton-on-Severn,  and  large  quantities  of  roach  and  dace 
with  the  small  worm.  The  pike  also  have  been  on  the 
feed  ;  several  fishermen  have  taken  two  or  three  in  a  day, 
and  the  secretary  of  the  York  House  Club  (Mr.  Priest) 
took  six  at  Hawford  (heaviest,  lljlb.).  ;  and  in  the  Avon 
they  have  gone  equally  well,  aijd  some  really  fn?  fish 
have  been  landed,  nearly  all  taken  with  the  spinning 
tackle.  Anglers  have  also  visited  the  Teme  at  various 
places,  and  had  excel'ent  sport  among  the  dace  and  chub 
with  the  maggot ;  and  some  thumping  big  grayling  were 
taken  with  the  maggot  and  worm,  and  they  were  in  grand 
condition.  There  are  a  lot  of  salmon  in  the  Severn  and 
Teme,  and  they  can  be  seen  moving  about  underneath  the 
weiis,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  nets  having  a 
good  time  among  the  early  run  fish.  Lamperns  have  be;n 
almost  a  failure  this  season  ;  the  take  has  been  very  poor 
indeed. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  unseasonable  mildness  of  the  weather  is  more 
conducive  to  individual  comfort  of  anglers  than  to  succe-s 
in  the  pursuit  of  sport.  A  good  many  people  have  been 
tempted  to  go  forth  with  rod  and  line  for  the  sake  of  the 
passive  enjoyment  amid  surroundings  which  are  remindful 
of  gentle  spring  rather  than  of  the  mid-winter  month, 
being  willing  to  abide  results  alongside  river  or  pond. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  such  have  been  rewarded  with  the 
proverbial  "nice  baskets"  in  which  Yorkshire  anglers 
are  prone  to  pride  themselves.  Grayling,  in  the  absence  of 
anything  like  sustained  frost,  are  far  too  shy  of  the  artificial 
fly.  The  most  tempting  baits  are  frequently  cast  in  vain, 
whilst  the  rivers  abound  in  natural  flies.  Doubtless  if 
sharper  weather  were  experienced,  grayling  fishing  would 
considerably  improve;  but  there  seems  little  prospect  of 
such  a  change  in  the  meteorological  conditions.  Fish 
are  abundant,  but  to  catch  them  is  another  matter. 
Surfeited,  possibly,  with  bottom  food,  or  satiated  with 
the  natural  fly, .  they  have  risen  very  charily.  There 
have  been  some  good  catjhes  of  pike,  but  grayling 
fishing  has  been  pursued  with  but  indifferent  success. 
Another  drawback,  in  addition  to  the  warmth,  is 
found  in  the  running  down  of  the  streams,  which 
are  becoming  too  clear  for  satisfactory  fly  fishing. 
Trout  are  well  forward  generally,  and  there  seems  good 
promise  of  excellent  sport  as  soon  as  the  season  opens.  The 
secretary  of  the  Yorkshire^  Fishery  Board  points  out  that 
under  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts  it  is 
illegal  to  kill  or  take  trout  or  char  between  Oct.  2  and 
March  15,  and  that  the  close  season  fbr  grayling  extends 
from  March  15.  to  June  15,  also  for  any  kind  of  freshwater 
fish,  excepting  pollan,  trout,  or  char.  The  North-Eastern 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee  held  their  quarterly  meeting  on 
the  19th  inst.  at  York.  The  clerk  reported  having 
approached  the  Board  of  Trade  as  to  whether  they  would 
sanction  a  prohibitory  bye-law  on  the  ofah  question,  the 
coast  fishermen  having  complained  bitterly  of  crabs  being 
sentfrom  Scotlandand  elsewhere  and  sold,  whilst  they  could 
not  fish  because  of  the  bye-laws.  The  board  repHed  that 
the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act  gave  no  power  to  make 
a  prohibitory  bye-law.  The  executive  committee  thought 
it  advisable  that  the  public  should  be  reminded  of  the 
illegality  of  landing  berried  crabs.  The  committee  recom- 
mended in  a  special  report  that  a  boat  be  obtained  and 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  fishery  ofBcer  for  the  detection 
of  offenders  against  the  bye-laws.  A  motion  including 
the  recommendation  was  adopted. 


THE  BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  ordinary  meeting  "of  the  society  was  held  at  the 
Cannon-street  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  26,  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minohin  in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  the  formal  resignation 
of  his  olfice  by  the  hon.  secretary  had  been  accepted  with 
extreme  regret  by  the  committee,  and  that  the  best  thanks 
of  the  executive  had  been  given  to  him  for  his  past 
services. 

Mr.  H.  Ball  was  unanimously  elected  a  vice-president, 
ai:d  Dr.  Patterson  was  appointed  to  act  as  hon.  sec.  {pro 
tern.)  until  the  atmual  general  meeting.  Messrs.  Zaehns- 
dorf,  Handley,  Wheeler,  Moore,  Taylor,  and  others  gave 
their  experiences. 

An  interesting  discussion  took  place  on  the  yawling. 
The  Chairman  stated  that  a  fish  on  the  French  coast  is 
found  to  swim  in  company  with  the  sprats,  which  is  known 
as  the  "aillette," 


Mr.  Lank  asked  if  this  fish  had  any  relation  to  the 
"  white  herring  "  of  the  Essex  coast. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  at  Deal  a  grey  mullet  jamped 
into  Dr.  Ptiilpot's  boat  close  inshcre  while  ho  was 
returning  from  spratting. 

Mr.  La.ne  asked  if  any  member  had  any  knowledge  of 
oil  aj  plie  d  to  the  hook  bait. 

Mr.  Taylob  stated  that  Mr.  T.  Tautz  had  nssd  the  oil 
from  tinned  pilchards,  and  had  taken  almost  immediately 
31b.  codling  with  peeled  crab  nipped  in  this  oU.  He 
further  s:ated  the  interesting  fact  that  dabs  have  been 
taken  at  Deal,  all  of  which  contained  grair  s  of  maize, 
proVably  fiom  a  steamer  which  had  been  beached  after 
collision  off  Sandown  Castle.  Mr.  Taykr  further  stated 
that  the  soft  or  peeling  crab  could  be  obtained  all  the 
year  round,  and  explained  the  best  method  of  capturing 
them. 

The  Chairman  said  that  in  Ireland  he  had  been  able  to 
obtain  them  up  to  the  end  of  July  in  considerable  numbersj 
but  found  that  they  became  scarce  during  the  winter. 

Mr.  Norman  stated  that  Mr.  MauU  had  introduced  the 
use  of  the  clam  as  bait  at  Deal. 

Mr.  Tatler  mentioned  that  on  Saturday  night  one  of 
the  Deal  fishermen  had  taken  thirty  codling  with  mussels 
off  the  drain  pipe. 

Mr.  Parker  said  that  he  had  found  the  tendon  of  the 
sheep's  trotter  an  excellent  bait  for  pollack  aud  bass,  and 
preserved  it  for  months  in  boracic  acid. 

The  Chairman  asked  if  any  member  had  been  to 
Bognor  or  Selsea,  as  a  large  quantity  of  mullet  had  been 
shut  in  by  the  dam,  and  that  they  were  still  in  evidence 
about  two  years  ago.  He  also  stated  that  his  impression 
was  that  best  bait  for  mullet  that  he  had  used  was  green 
weed.  He  had  caught  them  with  bread,  bits  of  ragworm, 
tunny  fish,  and  anchovy,  and  would  try  a  Green  Fly. 

Mr.  Tayler  said  that  a  clergyman  of  his  acquaintance 
was  in  the  habit  of  using  a  bamboo  rod  and  a  tight  line, 
ground-baiting  with  shrimp  larviE,  and  baiting  with  a  tiny 
portion  of  red  shrimp. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson 
(Hotr.  Sec.  fro  teni.). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Extracts  FROii  the  Report  for  189". 

The  committee,  in  presenting  their  annual  report,  con- 
gratulate the  men:  bars  on  the  greatly  improved  position  of 
the  society  since  the  last  annual  meeting. 

The  waters  at  Kelvedon,  held  on  lease  by  the  society, 
are  well  stocked  with  fish.  A  consignment  of  perch,  pur- 
chased by  the  society,  has  been  turned  in  during  last  year, 
and  further  coarse  fish  will  be  turned  in  this  year. 

The  weeds  have  been  cut,  and  anrangements  made  for 
them  to  be  cut  periodically.  _  - 

The  committee  are  pleased  to  re  part  that  about  two 
and  a  half  miles  of  the  river  Chess,  at  Chesham,  in  Bucks., 
has  been  acquired  for  the  use  of  the  members  for  trout 
fishing  with  dry  fly  only.  The  water  is  well  stocked  with 
trout,  and  further  fish  will  be  put  in  during  this  year. 
Ample  arrangements  have  been  made  to  protect  the  fisb 
during  the  spawning  season.  The  fare  by  privilege  ticket 
is  only  2s.  5d.  return,  and  the  journey  occupies  about  one 
hour  each  way.  Members  should  book  from  Baker-street 
to  Chesham. 

During  the  past  year  the  takes  of  fish,  both  fresh  water 
and  sea  fish,  have  increased,  and  many  specimen  fish  have 
been  captured,  and  added  to  the  already  large  record  of 
the  society. 

In  addition  to  this  the  museum  has  been  added  to  by 
several  gifts  from  members.  Notably,  a  case  of  six  roach, 
weighing  together  131b.,  the  gift  of  the  late  R.  Evans, 
Esq. ;  and  a  flying  fish,  the  gift  of  Dr.  Brunton,  M.A., 
M.D. 

Medals  have  this  year  been  awarded  for  specimen  sea 
fish,  and  a  silver  cup  has  bean  presented  to  the  society  to 
be  competed  for  at  the  annual  outing  to  Deal  in 
November. 

The  Gresham  lugger,  lately  the  property  of  a  few  of 
the  members,  has  been  presented  to  the  fooiety  by  thenj, 
and  will  be  stationed  probably  at  Leigh  for  the  entire  use 
of  the  members.  Regulations  for  use  of  same  will  shortly 
be  announced. 

The  library  has  been  added  to  during  the  past  year  by 
gifts  from  members  and  by  purchase.  It  is  now  one  of 
the  best  and  most  varied  collections  of  angling  books  and 
literature  relating  thereto,  in  existence. 

The  meetings  of  the  society  have  been  well  attended 
during  the  past  year.  Every  effort  is  made  to  give  the 
members  pleasant,  entertaining,  and  instructive  evenings. 
Papers  read  by  members,  of  which  there  have  b^a 
several,  discussions,  concerts,  dinners,  and  similar 
functions  have  all  passed  off  in  an  eminently  satisfactory 
and  pleasurable  manner. 

The  society  have  contributed  to  general  preservation 
work  and  the  re-stocking  of  public  waters. 

We  bear  in  mind  the  Gresham  motto,  "  Not  to  fish  for 
the  bag,  but  for  specimen  fish." 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

Alex.  Wright,  Hon.  Sec. 


ESK  FISHERY  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  the  Talbot 
Hotel,  Whitby,  on  Saturday,  the  22nd  inst.  Mr.  H.  A.  H. 
Rastail,  J. P.,  vice-chairman,  presided,  and  there  were 
present  Messrs.  Rastail,  jun.,  Rudgard,  Baker,  Corner, 
J. P.,  Dr.  English,  Hay,  Dr.  Dreaper,  Keighley,  Moore, 
Marsden,  Nicholson,  Marks  (hon.  sec),  and  Brown  (clerk). 
The  accotints,  which  had  been  audited  by  Messrs.  Rastail 
and  Marks,  and  which  showed  a  balanoe  of  £42  IDs.  &d, 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  association,  were  approved 
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and  passed.  The  officers  for  the  year  were  then  appointed ; 
Chairman,  Mr.  J.  H.  Keighley;  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
H.  A.  H.  Rastall,  J. P.  ;  committee,  Messrs.  Baker,  Dr. 
Enghsb,  Hay,  Linton,  Marsden,  Moore,  Kastall,  jun., 
and  Commander  Wond,  R  N.  ;  hon.  secretary,  Mr  c' 
Marks  ;  and  clerk,  Mr.  W.  Brown.  In  the  place  of 
Rule  v.,  the  committee  recommended  the  enacting  of  the 
following  rule  :  "Members  on  joining  or,  after  lapse  of 
subscription,  rejoining  the  asfOd'aHon,  shall  pay  an 
entrance  fee  of  two  guineas  in  addition  to  the  sub- 
scription." Mr.  Rastall  formally  moved  the  adoption  on 
behalf  of  the  committee,  which  was  unanimously  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Rastall  and  Mr.  Hay  moved  :  "  That  no  fishing 
for  trout  be  allowed  on  association  waters  before  the  first 
day  of  April."  Mr.  Rastall.  in  advocating  the  change, 
said  that  it  was  prudent  to  take  steps  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  trout,  and  an  additional  fortnight  in  spring 
would  help  matters  a  good  deal.  The  time  as  now  fixed 
by  the  conservators'  bye-law  was  March  16,  but  he 
thought  if  they  abstained  for  another  fortnight,  the  fish 
would  be  in  better  condition.  Mr.  Hay  seconded,  and  the 
rule  was  passed.  Mr.  Marsden  proposed,  and  Mr.  Corner 
seconded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  which  was 
suitably  acknowledged,  and  which  terminated  the  business 
of  the  meeting. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
3.  A.  C— We  will  send  you  address  of  a  fly  dresser  who 
gives  lessong. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

A  QUIET  TWO  DAYS'  PISHING. 

Dear  Sir,— A  cloudy  sky  and  a  south-west  wind,  which 
made  a  nice  ripple  on  the  water,  gave  prospect  during  the 
two  earhest  days  of  this  week  of  good  pike  and  perch 
fishing.  I  took  my  friend,  Mr.  Tom  Warren,  with  me  as 
my  angling  companion  into  a  western  county,  and  our 
united  catch  was  thirty-one  pike  and  jack,  of  which  the 
largest,  a  20-pounder,  was  the  victim  of  his  rod  and  line 
on  snap  tackle.  Fifteen  jack,  less  than  41b.  weight,  I 
returned  to  the  water  uninjured,  ss  they  were  hooked  on 
paternoster  oi:  snap  tackle. 

In  addition  we  caught'eight  perch,  of  which  the  largest, 
one  ot  SJlb.,  was  captured  by  myself.  The  other  seven 
perch  ranged  from- 31b.  to  lib.  9oz.  (the  smallest),  the 
baits  beirg  minnows  and  worms  on  gut  paternoster,  and 
the  capture  was  equally  divided  between  ns.  Four  of  these 
hne  perch  have  gone  to  Cooper  and  Sons  to  be  preserved, 
to  adorn  and  add  to  the  Serapis  Angling  Society's  museum 
of  specimen  fish.— Yours  faithfully, 

Alfred  Jardine. 

LIVE  BAITING  FOR  PIKE  IN  NORFOLK. 
T  m  "cf  — answer  to  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
J.  T.  Smith,  and  also  to  your  remark,  "  It  certainly  wants 
"Oil's."  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  how  a  pike  can  snap 
the  gimp  and  take  away  float  and  pilot,  as  I  stated  in  my 
letter  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  15. 

On  the  day  in  question  I  was  fishing  from  a  boat 
(moored  at  one  end),  in  water  averaging  in  depth  from 
3Jft.  to  4|ft.,  edged  with  reeds  that  abound  on  the 
Norfolk  Breads,  and  casting  bait  from  20yds.  to  30yds. 
from  boat,  and  as  n6ar  to  the  reeds  as  possible.  I  was 
using  a  trace  46in.  long,  with  lead  just  above  swivel,  large 
float  about  12in.  above  lead,  with  pilot  9in.  or  lOin.  away. 
This,  with  hooks  on  6in.  gimp,  means  that  bait  was  about 
18m.  below  the  surface  of  water. 

I  think  yon  will  allow  that  this  is  the  only  way : 
Firstly.  To  get  at  pike  in  the  reeds,  and  at  same  time 
to  steer  your  bait  above  the  roots  at  the  bottom 
Secondly.  To  preserve  your  oiled  silk  line  from  constant 
friction  with  the  reeds. 

I  know  men  who;  after  two  or  three  days'  fishing,  have 
to  break  away  at  least  a  yard  of  line,  solely  because  they 
use  a  short  trace  with  float  and  pilot  on  line  and 
continually  get  "hung  up."  If  you  fish  into  the  reeds 
you  cinnot  help  catching  them  now  and  again. 
_  I  may  add  that  the  fish  weighing  291b.,  &c.,  referred  to 
in  my  letter'm  your  issue  of  Jan.  15  were  caught  on  this 
particular  trace,  which  may  possibly  have  been  strained 
or  the  gimp  kinked  in  some  way,  hence  the  snapping 
Also  my  brother,  who  fished  with  me  on  the  first  day 
reterred  to  in  my  letter,  hooked  and  landed  twenty-one 
fish  out  of  twenty-four  runs,  with  both  float  and 
pilot  on  gimp  trace,  about  27in.  long,  and  fishing  quite 
shallow. 

I  hope  Mr,  Smith  will  profit  by  my  explanation.  I 
should  advise  him,  if  he  tries  the  Broads,  to  use  a  trace 
similar  in  length,  which  he  will  find  the  best  if  fishing 
into  reeds.— Yours  truly,  W.  B. 

GRA.YLING  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir,— Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  where  I  can  get  the  best  trout  and  grayling  fishing 
within  sixty  or  seventy  miles  of  London  ;  the  best  four  or 
five  fishings  ?— Yours  truly,  A.  Stiles. 

THE  WHARPE,  BOLTON  WOODS 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  W.  J.  H.'s  "  inquiry  with 
regard  to  the  above,  I  fear  a  visit  to  Bolton  Woods  in 
spring  might  lead  to  disappointment— apart  from  the 
scenery.  My  experience  is  that  one  has  at  any  time,  on 
this  length,  to  work  hard  for  a  small  basket.  From 
various  causes  the  fishing,  qua  fishing,  is  not  very  eatis- 
tactory.  Last  year,  too,  the  trout  were  only  in  poor 
ondition    in  April.     If    simply    fishing   is  ip  view, 


W.  J.  H.  would  fare  much  better  on  the  Kilnsey 
Burnsall,  or  even  the  Graesirgton  length  of  the  Wh*fe' 
where  the  scenery  is  also  very  beautiful.  I  have  bad  good 
sport  early  and  late  in  the  year  on  the  last.  Fishing  on 
all  thpse  lengths  has  to  be  paid  for,  the  Grassinston 
leiiath  being  the  cheapest.— Yours  faithfully, 

Crambe  Vicarage,  York.         R.  E.  Rick'etts,  M.A. 

SALT  WATER  SHRIMPS  AS  BAIT  FOR  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— Your  esteemed  coiTespnndent  Richard 
Humphreys,  M.B.,  in  last  week's  Fi^liinr/  Gazette  states 

he  should  be  glad  to  know  if  the  shrimps  referred  to  are 
tbe  ordinary  boiled  picked  shrimps  that  one  sees  for  sale 
in  the  market."  Most  certainly  nnt;  those  so-called 
shrimps,  on  account  of  their  plentifnlness  over  the  true 
shrimp,  are  called  buntings,  also  sand  raisers,  and  are 
brown  when  boiled.  It  is  the  pink  shrimp  I  allude  to  • 
they  very  much  resemble  small  prawns,  and  boil  pink,  and 
are  most  in  season  in  the  summer,  when  they  are  sold  as 
Grayesend  shrimps  in  London.  Of  course  they  should  be 
boiled  before  picking  them  for  bait.  Should  there  be  any 
difficulty,  as  there  is  at  times,  in  picking  them-,  place  them 
again  in  scalding  water  for  a  few  moments,  when  the  skins 
will  readily  yield.    Only  the  tail  portion  is  used  for  bait  — 

Yours  truly,    Frank  Gosden. 

'  FISHING  IN  SWEDEN. 
Dear  Sir,-- Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
teU  me  what  class  of  fishing  may  be  had  in  Sweden  the 
best  tackle  and-makers.  and  the  best  way  of  reaching  the 
country  ? — Yours  obediently,  H.  P.  H. 

FISHING  IN  SIBERIA. 

Dear  Sir,— The  inclosed  photograph  maybe  of  interest 
to  enterprising  anglers  in  search  of  new  waters— twelve 
days  by  rail  and  one  by  sledge  from  London,  provided 
there  is  no  accident;  usually  about  every  third  train 
comes  to  grief. 

This  taimeu,  which  weighed  681b.,  was  caught  on  a  line 
through  a  hole  in  the  ice,  in  a  rocky  part  of  the  Yenisei, 


A  Frozen  Taimeu. 

The  bait  was  a  large  nalim  or  barbolt,  which  had  taken 
the  small  fish  with  which  the  hook  was  originally  baited. 

There  must  be  very  good  fishing  here.  I  have  been  too 
busy  to  give  the  Yenisei  a  proper  trial,  but  during  the 
summer  had  several  days  on  a  mountain  stream,  and 
usually  got  a  good  basket  of  grayling  with  fly,  once  as 
many  as  fifty-four,  the  largest  lib.,  average  ilb.— Yours 
truly,  C.  J.  Keighley. 

Krasnoyarsk,  Siberia,  Dec.  26,  1897. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Keighley.  He  doesn't 
say,  but  evidently  the  fish  is  frozen.— Ed.] 

"  WHAT  ARE  the;  YAWLING,"  &t,  ? 
Dear  Sir,— Your  esteemed  correspondent,  C.  Hussey, 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  22,  wishes  to  know  "  What 
are  the  Yawling  ?  "  and  a  query  or  .two, about  whitebait. 
I  presume,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  yawling  of  Leigh  are 
precisely  the  same  as  those  in  the  river  Thames,  of  which 
I  write,  for  the  Leigh  fisherman's  statement  as  to  its  being 
useless  as  food  is  perfectly  correct,  and  you  might,  as  he 
justly  observes,  "  Fry  oak  chips  as  yawling  for  food,  they 
are  so  very  dry."  But  for  . all  that  the  markets  at  the 
present  time  are  glutted  with  them,  and  they  are  sold 
throughout  London  and  suburbs  to  the  unsuspecting  as 
large  sprats,  which,  when  cooked,  find  their  way  into  the 
ashpit.  To  solve  the  problem  as  to  what  the  yawling 
are- found  with  the  whitebait  at  Leigh,  or  else- 
where—is simply  to  say  they  are  immature  herrings, 
and  can  be  found  among  whitebait  as  follows  :  If 
Mr.  C._  Hussey  would  kindly  examine  a  catch  of 
whitebiit,  he  will  observe  some  -minute  threads,  like 
slips  of  isinglass;  these  are  herring  fry,  and  called 
thread  whitebait.  There  are  generally  several  sizes  of 
herrings  (yawlings),  some  up  to  5in.  and  6in.  long,  and 
used  to  be  picked  out  as  unsaleable  and  thrown  overboard. 
Not  BO  now;  they  are  sold  as  sprats.  They  do  not  keep 
80  long  as  sprats,  aa  they  burst  dpen  Veiry  eodn,  an'd-the 


Jesssr  kind  begin  to  dissolve  at  the  abdomen  soon  after 
they  are  caught.  There  are  also  to  be  found  a  large 
number  of  minute  fish,  from  lin.  to  Ijin.  long,  perfectly 
transparent,  with  a  large  eye,  and  no  scales  visible.  The 
body  IS  covered  with  a  few  black  spots.  These  are  the 
smig  herring.  On  some  of  these  young  fish  the  scales  are 
just  beginning  to  appear,  in  the  form  of  a  band  of  silver 
along  the  edge  of  the  abdomen.  Later  on  in  the  season 
they  will  have  all  their  scales ;  at  that  time  the  sprats 
will  he  out  of  the  river  altogether.  A  catch  of  whitebait 
consists  of  a  very  heterogeneous  collection  of  britt,  &c., 
such  as  immature  herrings  (yawling),  sprats,  sticklebacks^ 
gobies,  weevere,  sand  eels,  pipe  fish,  white  shrimps, 
buntings,  &o.,  nor  during  the  whole  time  (sixteen  years) 
the  writer  was  pupil  to  the  late  great  naturalist.  Dr.  Frank 
Buckland,  did  we  ever  discover  the  young  cf  the  smelt  or 
the  young  of  the  shad.  The  young  of  the  weevers  are 
called  "  Roosians,"  locally  the  Thames,  on  account  of  the 
enormous  quantities  taken  in  the  whitebait  nets  during 
the  Russian  war.  The  writer  would  be  very  pleased  to 
receive  from_  Mr.  C.  Hussey  examples  both  of  the  Leigh 
yawling,  as  it  is  thought  to  be  a  species  of  its  own,  also 
the  Leigh  smelt,  fc  r  diagnosis.  I  have  heard  why  herring 
caught  with  whitebait  are  called  yawlings,  but  for  the  life 
of  me  cannot  recall  same.  Will  anyone  kindly  prompt 
me  ?— Yours  truly,  '  Frank  Gosden. 

GOOD  QUARTERS  FOR  PIKE  FISHING.  ' 
Dear  Sir,— My  brother  E.  had  three  days'  live  baiting 
for  pike  end  of  last  week  on  Heigham  Sound,  Norfotl 
(where  I  caught  my  fish  291b.),  and  altogether  landed 
fourteen  pike;  amongst  these  was  one  fine  specimen  of 
171b  ,  another  81b.,  and  6|lb.  Any  readers  of  Fishinq 
Gazette  who  care  to  try  these  waters  I  will  send  full 
particulars  to  if  they  drop  me  a  line.  Splendid  accommo- 
dation can  be  had  at  the  Bridge  Hotel,  Potter  Heigham. 
proprietor,  Mr.  Knights  (at  very  reasonable  terms),  and 
boats  of  Geo.  Applegate. — Yours  truly, 
7,  Friday-street,  E.C.  ____        Walter  Boning. 

THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 
River:  Keepers'  Dinner. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  again  trespass  on  your  kindness  by 
announcing  for  us  that  the  following  amounts  have  been 
received  or  promised  for  the  above  since  the  last  issue  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  :  Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  2s.  6d.  ; 
Anglers'  Association,  £1  Is.  ;  Battersea  Friendly  Angling 
Society,  2s.  6d.  ;  Blackfriars  A.S.,  lOs.  6d. ;  Mr.  E.  H. 
Blimey,  2s.  6d. ;  Mr.  M.  Davenport,  5s. ;  Mr.  Elsmore, 
2s.  6d.  ;  Globe  A.S.,  23.  6d. ;  Mr.  Grimmett,  IQa.  6d.  ; 
Hammersmith  Club  A.  S.,  2s.  6d.  ;  Highbury  A.  S.,  2s.  6d'.  ■ 
Mr.  Ishp,  2s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  Malby,  2s.  6d. ;  Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews,  5s. ;  Mr.  T.  J.  Miller,  lOs.  6d. ;  New  Albion 
Piscatorials,  lOs.  Od. ;  Mr.  O'Dowd,  Ss.  ;  Phoenix  Angling 
Society,  2s.  6d. ;  Mr. -Sands,  2s.  Od. ;  Mr.  A.  Stroud, 
2s.  6d. ;  Mr.  T.  Stroud,  2s.  6d. ;  Mr.  Wheeley,  5s. ;  or  a 
total  up  to  date  of  .£10  17s.  6d.  ■  - 

The  committee  decided  yesterday  to  hold  the  dinner  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant  "immediately  after  the  close 
season  has  commenced,  and  further  particulars  will  Ibe 
given  when  arrangements  are  completed. — Yours  faith- 
fully. H.  W.  HiGGiNs,  Hon.  Sec. 

GRAYLING  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  stopping  at  the  Izaak  Walton  Hotel, 
which  is  situated  between  two  rivers,  the  Dove  and  the 
Manifold.  The  extent  of  water  I  had  to  fish  was  plenty. 
From  the  Dove  holes  down  to  where  the  two  rivers  join  U 
about  five  miles,  and  from-  Ham  Bridge  downwards  for 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  '  on  the  Manifold.  To  fish 
the  Manifold  properly  you  want  waders.  I  have  fished 
these  two  rivers  for  trout,  and  capital  sport  I  have  had, 
but  never  until  January  this  year  have  I  fished  for 
grayling,  which  are  the  finest  I  have  ever  seen.  I 
arrived  here  on  the  5th,  but,  being  engaged  shooting,  1 
did  not  fish  until  the  12th,  when  I  found  the 
conditions  favourable  for  a  rise  of  fish.  After  the 
heavy  rains  the  Dove  looked  in  order  for  the  dry  fly  ;  but 
somehow  there  were  few  t  J  be  seen  rising.  About  twelve 
o'clock  I  managed  to  land  a  brace  with  a  fair  size  Red 
Tag.  There  was  a  slight  breeze  blowing  on  the  13th,  with 
glimpses  of  sunshine,  and  I  thought  I  would  try  my  luck 
in  the  Manifold,  where  I  managed  to  secure  a  brace,  one 
fish  being  a  beauty.  Fishing  the  Manifold  again  on  the 
14th  and  15th,  I  secured  a  brace  and  a  half.  The  last  day 
I  fished  I  had  good  sport  on  some  private  waters,  killing 
two  brace,  one  fish  pulling  the  balance  at  lib.  7oz.  I 
do  not  think  I  did  eo  badly,  considering  I  only  fished 
from  10.30  to  about  one  o'clock — before  and  after 
I  found  no  good.  My  bag  for  five  mornings'  fishing 
amoutited  to  eleven  fine  fish.  I  cannot  say  they  have 
risen  freely,  but  if  there  had  been  some  frosts  at  night  I 
might  have  done  better.  I  may  mention  that  the  lower 
stretches  of  some  of  the  best  trout  waters  were  the  homes 
for  large  grayling.  Since  the  subsidence  of  the  flood, 
which  occurred  about  Jan.  8,  the  rivers  have  been  running 
at  a  nice  height.  Both  streams  can  be  seen  with  a 
beautifully  clean  bottom.  The  season  for  grayling  fishing  i 
ends  March  15 ,  and  the  trout  season  begins  on  the  Ist  of  next  j 
month,  which  is  somewhat  early;  but  the  trout  sjason 
for  1898  promises  to  open  under  most  favourable  cu-cnm- 
stances,  after  having  such  a  favourable  time  for  the 
spawning  fish.  Of  course,  we  are  not  out  of  the  wintry 
time  yet ;  but  the  prospects  are  most  favourable  at  present 
for  a  successful  season.  With  the  increasing  numbar  of 
anglers,  and  rivers  that  are  so  keenly  looked  after  in  these 
days,  it  becomes  a  matter  with  the  followers  of  the  gentle 
art  where  to  go  for  a  few  days'  fishing.  I  strongly  advise 
them  to  try  these  two  rivers,  and  make  their  headquarters 
the  Izaak  Walton  Hotel,  where  I  am  sure  they  wiU  have 
every  attention,  and  will  agree  with  me  they  are  treated 
like  prindes. — Yours,  &c.,  J;  G,,V.  , 

(Fly  Fishers' Ckb,  L<*nd6n^.  % 
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TIDAL  ANGLING. 


Anglers  in  Scotland  possess  many  advantages 
and  privileges  which  are  denied  to  their  neighbours 
across  the  border,  and  of  these  perhaps  the  most 
unique  lies  to  the  province  of  the  angler  in  the 
right  and  privilege  of  "  free  "  trout  fishing.  While 
every  trouting  stream  andlakeinEngland  is  either 
private  property  or  in  the  hands  of  conservators 
of  some  fashion  or  another,  and  so  strictly 
guarded  and  preserved  as  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  the  moneyed  class,  there  are  miles  and  miles  of 
mountain  loch  and  stream  in  every  other  strath 
and  valley  of  our  native  land  where  the  angler 
may  roam  at  his  own  sweet  will,  and  with  rod  in 
hand  and  creel  on  back  make  a  basket  of  burn, 
lake,  or  river  trout,  and  no  man  will  say  unto  him, 
"  What  doest  thou  ?  "  Of  course  there  are  waters 
that  are  not  so  free  to  the  roving  angler,  and 
round  which  the  mesh  of  protection  is  thrown 
with  a  firm  hand,  even  to  burn  trout.  But  these 
are  either  running  through  policies  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  private  houses,  or  in  the  hands  of 
proprietors  or  lessees  who  have  an  interest  in 
■claiming  their  pound  of  flesh.  Strictly  speaking, 
there  is  no  law  against  trout  angling  in  Scotland. 
But  since  the  famous  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Session  in  the  Spey  exciseman's  case  there  is  a 
law  of  property  in  trout  which  gives  the  proprietor 
for  the  time  being  the  right  of  interdict  against 
anyone  wilfully,  and  against  his  leave,  interfering 
with  this  proprietary  right,  and  taking  hig  troi^t. 


Yet,  although  this  is  strictly  the  prerogative  of 
the  Scottish  laird,  to  his  credit  be  it  said  that  in 
few  cases  indeed  has  he  departed  from  the  old 
tradition  of  leaving  his  trouting  streams  practically 
pro  bono  publico. 

To  the  dweller  in  the  city,  howe^-cr.  thf  se  waters 
are  prgclically  closed  on  account  of  their  remote- 
ness, and,  save  on  an  annual  holiday,  their  joys 
may  waste  their  sweetness  in  the  desert  air  as  far 
as  he  is  concerned.  Again,  these  burn  trout  are 
not  in  edible  condition  till  well  on  in  an  early 
spi-ing ;  and  long  before  the  autumn  tints  shed 
their  russet  mixtures  on  the  neighbouring  hills 
the  denizens  of  the  mountain  flood,  as  well  as  the 
lowland  rivulet,  are  seeking  the  gravelly  redds  of 
some  sheltered  nook  or  side  stream  for  their 
annual  honey-mooning  and  the  propagation  of 
their  species  after  their  kind ;  so  that  the  brown 
trout  is  only  in  edible  condition  for  some  four  or 
five  months  at  the  best,  unless  in  some  favoured 
spots  and  early  streams  where  his  feeding  is  all 
the  more  abundant.  But  the  citizen  angler  in 
such  a  town  as  Aberdeen,  for  instance,  is  highly 
fortunate,  and  specially  favoured,  in  having  within 
easy  reach  of  him  some  miles  of  tidal  waters  both 
on  the  Dee  and  Don — not  so  much  on  the  latter  as 
on  the  former — where,  coming  and  going  with 
every  tide,  both  in  the  spring  and  autumn,  as  also 
during  the  summer  months,  although  not  in  the 
same  degree,  shoals  of  silvery  beauties  of  various 
sizes  and  weights  from  6oz.  to  16oz.  and  over, 
locally  designated  finnock,  and  commonly  believed 
to  be  the  young  of  the  sea  trout. 

These  come  into  the  tidal  estuaries  both  from 
the  sea  and  from  the  fresh  waters  of  the  rivers 
above.  When  they  come  from  the  sea  they  are 
fresh,  plump,  silvery,  and  sportive  in  the  highest 
degree,  and  move  up  and  down  in  shoals  with  the 
rising  and  falling  of  the  tides,  till  a  suitable 
opportunity  and  a  favouring  temperature  sets  in, 
when  they  take  to  the  fresh  waters  entirely,  and 
disappear  on  the  same  mission,  and  much  after 
the  same  fashion  as  their  leviathan  cousins,  the 
Sahno  salar. 

Those  finnock,  dropping  down  from  the  fresh 
waters  above,  which  they  do  plentifully  enough  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  are  practically  kelts  or 
unclean  fish,  but  after  a  few  days  in  the  tidal 
they  can  hardly  be  distinguished  from  the  fresh 
run  and  more  desirable  beauties  from  the  sea,  and 
are  only  so  to  the  practised  eye  of  the  expert.  In 
fact,  they  are  regularly  creeled,  and  even  shown 
on  the  fishmongers'  slabs,  along  with  a  goodly 
mixture  of  their  more  favoured  kith  and  kin — 
lean  cattle  among  the  fat,  but  nothing  more. 
Theii-  mission  is  to  get  to  the  feeding  grounds  in 
the  sea  to  put  on  fat,  where  they  ultimately  find 
themselves  after  a  short  sojourn  in  the  brackish 
waters  of  the  tidal  basin. 

There  is  another  theory,  and  one  most  accept- 
able to  salmon  tacksmen  and  proprietors,  the 
wish  being  father  to  the  thought  at  least,  that 
these  finnock  are  not  sea  trout  so  called,  but  are 
real  salmon,  occupying  the  "  missing  link " 
between  the  smoltand  the  grilse  ;  but  this  merely 
en  passant,  the  weight  of  authority  being  in 
favour  of  the  present  popular  belief  that  they  are 
grilse  or  maiden  sea  trout,  what  at  one  time  was 
locally  designated  salmon  trout,  and  as  such  they 
are  not  so  much  of  account  as  if  they  were  young 
salmon  a  stage  older  than  the  parr. 

There  is  another  denizen  of  the  tidal  waters 
which  is  commonly  mistaken  for  a  sea  trout  if 
above  lib.,  and  for  a  finnock  if  found  under  that 
weight.  These  are  not  so  finely  shaped,  nor 
showing  the  dainty  head,  tail,  and  fin  of  the 
Salmonidee  order,  but  can  compete  with  him,  and, 
to  the  judgment  of  some  epicures  at  least,  give 
him  a  point  or  two  as  far  as  his  edible  qualities 
are  concerned.  He  has  a  beautiful  coat  of  silver, 
but  when  this  is  scraped  off,  which  is  often 
accomplished  by  the  mere  handling,  he  reveals 
his  true  identity  as  a  veritable  brown  or  common 
river  trout,  and  as  such  is  entirely  outside  the 
laws  which  otherwise  so  carefully  guard,  protect, 
and  preserve  the  SaJinonidse  family  from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave.  These  brown  trout  drop 
down  fi'om  the  sweet  waters  above,  either  follow- 
ing the  smolt  migration,  upon  which  they  feed 
ravenously,  or  otherwise  seeking  for  food  or 
shelter,  or  both,  from  necessity.  Once  in  the 
tidal  they  put  on  a  silver  coat,  roam  about  with 
the  other  migratory  visitors,  hunting  for  sand  eels 
and  brackish  crustaceans  till  their  generative 
instinct  warns   them  that  it  is  time  to  seek 


domestic  (|uarter8  in  the  sweet  waters  above,  when 
they  depart  with  the  early  autumn  floods. 

In  a'  fortnight  or  so  the  tidal  angler  will  have 
all  these  at  his  command.  His  operations  begin 
with  the  advent  of  the  salmon  rod  fishing,  as  the 
finnock  proper  comes  under  the  annual  close  time 
applicable  to  the  Huhnonidie  order,  which  includes 
the  sea  trout  family.  Should  the  weather  prove 
favourable  and  the  water  clear,  good  baskets  are 
made  even  on  the  opening  day,  and  right  on  till 
May  1,  when  angling  is  suspended  on  account  of 
the  salmon  smolt  migration  for  some  six  weeks  or 
so,  when  it  again  commences,  and  continues  right 
on  to  the  close  of  the  season  on  October  31. 

Along  with  the  finnock  (so  called)  an  occasional 
sea  trout  is  hooked,  and  more  especially  is  this 
the  case  in  the  autumn,  when  the  lucky  angler, 
after  an  exciting  run  of  some  ten  or  twelve 
minutes  or  so,  lands  a  fine  plump  fish  of  ■27Ub.  or 
31b.,  which  adds  materially  to  the  weight  of  his 
creel,  but  more  particularly  to  his  name  and  fame 
as  a  successful  tidal  angler.  Such  prizes  are  no 
doubt  few  and  far  between ;  but  not  a  season 
passes  without  one  or  more  of  them  turning  up, 
although  they  are  not  now  nearly  so  common  as 
they  were  some  twenty  years  back.  Whether  it  be 
that  the  heavy  inroads  made  by  both  the  tidal 
angler  and  the  tidal  netter  on  the  finnock  are 
lessening  the  margin  left  to  grow  into  the  more 
mature  fish,  or  that  the  tidal  traffic  and  tidal 
sewage  hastens  his  irland  departure  sooner  than 
was  wont  to  be  the  case,  yet  the  fact  remains  that 
this  most  game  and  most  acceptable  of  sportive 
fish,  the  sea  trout,  is  yearly  getting  sparser  in 
numbers,  and  especially  so  in  our  tidal  waters. 

Let  us  take  the  Dee  and  Don  as  typical 
instances  of  Scotch  tidal  angling  streams. 

At  one  time  the  Don  tidal  held  sway  as  the 
finest  finnock  and  sea  trout  reach  to  be  found  at 
the  mouth  of  any  river  in  Scotland.  But,  alas  !  a 
change  has  come  over  the  spirit  of  these  once 
prolific  and  teeming  waters,  and  now  not  half  a 
dozen  fish  may  be  had  of  a  morning  where  sixty 
might  have  been  thought  lightly  of  in  former 
times.  The  Dee  tidal  was  not  in  it  then  as 
compared  with  the  Don,  when  on  a  suitable 
Saturday  afternoon  dozens  and  dozens  of  working 
men  might  have  been  seen  plying  the  rod  between 
the  new  bridge  and  the  mouth,  and  all  having 
more  or  less  of  the  spoil  for  their  Sunday's  break- 
fast. This  is  the  result  of  the  sewage  blight,  and 
so  it  will  continue  till  the  river  regains  its 
pristine  purity — a  day  which  surely  is  not  far  off, 
were  it  for  nothing  else  than  for  health's  sake 
alone. 

To  the  Dee,  for  the  nonce,  has  been  transferred 
the  tidal  angler's  earnest  attention,  and  it  is  a 
pleasant  sight  to  see  the  many  rodsmen  whipping 
away  on  a  sunny  afternoon  at  the  various  well- 
marked  turns  and  shallows  on  both  sides  of  the 
water,  from  the  old  bridge — where  the  skating 
pond  now  skirts  the  noi-th  fiat,  waiting  the  fickle 
pleasure  of  "  King  Frost,"  who  has  been  so 
tantalisingly  absent  all  this  season  through, 
especially  for  the  pockets  of  the  plucky  share- 
holders— right  down  to  the  railway  bridge,  and 
even  below  it,  for  there  are  over  a  score  of  well- 
defined  casts,  and  all  locally  named  to  lioot, 
where  the  tidal  angler  may  make  a  basket  with 
every  tide,  and  not  only  indulge  his  sportive  bent 
of  mind,  like  which  nothing  else  can  do,  but  bring 
home  an  acceptable  dish  of  fish — and  such  dainty 
fish,  too — as  would  not  otherwise  be  within  his 
reach. 

But  we  fear  that  this  health-giving  sportive 
art,  an  art  which  the  philanthropic  and  would-be 
benefactor  of  our  toiling,  penned  up  factory 
worker  and  city  artizan  should  only  be  too  keenly 
anxious  to  foster  and  encourage  for  its  mental, 
moral,  and  physical  influences  alone,  is  to  become 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  the  few  instead  of  the 
free  heritage  of  the  many,  as  far  as  these  local 
waters  are  concerned. 

It  is  not  our  province  here  to  enter  upon  any 
controversial  matter,  nor  tread  upon  the  toes  of 
any  one  interested  class  as  compared  with 
another,  far  less  reflect  by  innuendo  or  otherwise 
on  the  policy  pursued  by  any  private  company, 
provided  these  are  acting  within  their  just  rights, 
and  according  to  law  ;  but  this  may  not  prevent  a 
plain  statement  as  regards  the  latest  development 
of  the  present  management  in  regard  to  these 
semi-public  angling  waters. 

We  say  semi-public,  because  undoubtedly  the 
public  may,  -ftathout  let  or  hindra,nce,  angle  in 
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them  as  long  as  they  confine  theii-  operations  to 
brown  trout.  But  as  soon  as  a  finnock  or  sea 
trout  is  touched,  then  the  public  right  ceases,  and 
the  rights  of  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company 
come  into  play ;  and  as  the  angler  goes  mainly 
for  the  finnock  and  sea  trout,  he  cannot  do  so 
without  the  permission  of  the  proprietors.  Last 
year  some  sixty  tidal  anglers  took  up  the  necessary 
5s.  ticket  entitling  them  to  fish  on  the  tidal  reaches 
of  the  Dee  belonging  to  the  Aberdeen  Salmon 
Company.  This  year  only  twenty  tickets  are  to 
be  issued,  and  these  at  the  prohibitive  price — as 
far  as  the  working  man  angler  is  concerned — of 
£1  each,  and  not  transferable.  And,  moreover, 
the  story  goes,  on  authentic  information,  however, 
that  these  twenty  will  be  further  restricted,  and 
the  piice  ultimately  raised  each  to  £5.  Of  course, 
as  far  as  the  public  are  concerned,  the  charge 
might  be  £50  as  soon  as  fifty  pence.  The  fact  is. 
that  whenever  a  charge  is  made  in  such  matters 
the  mass  drops  off,  and  makes  way  for  the  class 
who  care  to  pay.  His  privileges  on  the  Don, 
when  they  were  worth  looking  aiter,  were  absorbed 
in  a  like  manner  long  ago ;  and  practically  the 
citizen  tidal  angler  is  now  fairly  shunted  out  of  it 
as  far  as  these  once  free  waters  are  concerned. 
Had  he  any  other  makeshift  there  would  be  some 
loophole  of  escape,  but  he  has  none. 

The  magistrates  in  a  bygone  time  made  a  black, 
bad  bargain  in  selling  these  salmon  fishings 
without  conserving  the  citizens'  rights  to  angle 
on  these  tidal  reaches.  It  is  for  the  magistrates 
of  to-day  to  redeem  the  mistakes  of  their  pre- 
decessors, and  by  an  arrangement  with  the  powers 
that  be,  throw  these  tidal  reaches  open  to  the 
citizen  angler.  We  do  not  object  entirely  to  a 
nominal  charge,  such  as  2s.  6d.  per  month,  or  5s. 
per  season  for  tidal  angling,  but  to  prohibitive 
charges  and  exclusive  dealing.  The  licences 
should  be  issued  to  the  full  extent  of  rods  the 
water  will  at  any  one  time  carry,  and  as  they  are 
public  or  estuary  waters,  the  magistrates  are  the 
proper  custodians  to  see  that  all  who  apply  in 
their  turn  are  properly  served.  On  the  other 
hand,  these  licences  might  be  made  transferable 
if  they  are  to  be  issued  to  a  limited  number  and 
at  high  charges,  so  that  two  or  more  parties  might 
share  the  charge  between  them.  Many  a  citizen 
angler  of  the  high  class  artizan  order,  the  medical 
or  the  teaching  profession,  and  such  like,  can  only 
afford  an  occasional  half  holiday  or  so  in  the 
course  of  the  week  or  fortnight,  and  it  is  his  case 
we  would  urgently  plead  with  the  powers  that  be, 
not  to  make  things  worse  for  him  than  they 
already  are.  The  tourist  angler,  and  especially 
our  English  friends,  have  also  an  interest  in  Scotch 
tidal  waters,  for  they  have  ever  been  at  his  dis- 
posal when  from  drought  or  otherwise  inland 
streams  are  a  sealed  book.  0.  M. 


STRAY  CASTS. 


Everyone  knows  the  heron,  the  sQent,  solitary 
heron,  the  king  of  waders  among  birds  of  that 
class  found  in  these  islands,  the  destroyer  of 
frogs  and  fish.  The  boys  call  him  a  crane,  but  as 
we  really  have  no  cranes  this  does  not  matter,  as 
it  leads  to  no  confusion.  A  noble,  portly  bird  is 
the  heron,  imperturbable  yet  alert,  with  the  keen 
unerring  vision  of  the  eagle,  and  depending  on 
valour  rather  than  cunning,  as  upon  either  or 
both  all  living  things  must  depend,  in  the 
common  struggle  for  life.  When  a  lad  at  school, 
a  couple  of  us  boys  saw  two  cranes  at  a  "battle 
royal  with  a  lashing  fish  in  a  shallow  of  the  partly- 
submerged  bottoms  in  March,  when  the  pike  were 
spawning,  and  just  by  the  time  we  reached  there, 
the  quarry,  gashed  with  bleeding  wounds,  gasped 
its  last  at  our  feet.  We  cut  off  and  carried  away 
the  head,  leaving  the  carcase  for  the  victors,  who 
had  winged  their  way  to  a  rising  ground  some 
distance  off  on  our  approach  to  reconnoitre.  The 
fish,  however,  had  probably  been  maimed  in  some 
way,  and  thus  invited  attack,  as  it  seems  rather 
doubtful  that  a  pair  of  herons,  however  intrepid, 
would  make  and  bring  to  a  successful  issue  an 
onslaught  on  a  vigorous  pike  of  over  201b.  in 
weight. 

When  falconry  was  a  living  "gentle  art"  in 
these  kingdoms,  the  heron  showed  fine  sport  with 
the  birds,  and  its  flesh  was  considered  a  dish 
dainty  enough  to  set  before  a  king.  At  least  I 
once  read  so  some  years  ago,  and,  believing  there 
was  something  in  it,  I  procured  one  soon  af  t«r,  and 


had  it  cooked.  It  was  a  much  better,  blacker,  and 
ampler  dish  than  I  expected,  and  if  called  by  any 
other  name  would  probably  have  tasted  still  more 
sweet.  Another  dainty  morsel,  too,  which  is  not 
in  general  as  highly  prized  as  it  deserves  is  the 
common  or  garden  hedgehog.  It  makes  an 
excellent  drop  of  soup,  and  the  flesh — what  little 
there  is  of  it — is  very  white  and  tender,  and  of 
exquisite  flavour.  But  the  animal  takes  some 
skinning.  And,  in  passing,  let  the  judicious 
reader  notice  with  a  smile  the  fantastically 
fallacious  test  of  probable  edibility  which  the 
general  are  so  given  to  rely  upon  when  strange 
flesh  is  in  question.  "It  must  be  good,  we  have 
no  doubt,"  they  cry ;  "  see  what  it  lives  upon  !  " 
Just  so.  And  yet  not  one  of  them  would 
dine  on  wolf  steak,  though  the  creature 
never  tasted  food  in  its  life  save  the  soundest 
of  young  mutton,  while  roast  duck  or  ham 
will  set  their  mouths  watering,  though  both  the 
pig  and  duck  batten  with  joy  on  the  foulest 
garbage  and  offal.  Nay,  if  it  comes  to  that,  the 
cannibal's  feast  itself  should  surely  stand  first  on 
the  epiciu'e's  list,  if  the  food  of  the  "  subject  "  is  to 
be  the  determining  factor  in  the  selection  of  our 
dish. 

But  beware  of  the  wounded  heron.  That  is 
what  I  have  been  trying  to  come  to  all  this  time. 
A  young  friend  of  mine  in  Ireland  is  wearing  a 
green  patch  over  his  eyeless  socket  since  the  time, 
some  years  ago,  when  he  rushed  up  to  secure  a 
crane  he  had  wounded  one  day  when  out  with  his 
father's  gun.  The  bird  had  his  eye  out  like  a 
flash  the  moment  the  lad  stooped  to  seize  it,  and 
the  wonder  is  the  bird  did  not  de|)rive  him  of 
both  eyes,  for  a  heron's  stroke  and  return  stroke 
are  one  instantaneous  movement. 

The  kelt  is  a  queer  fish,  and  is  sometimes  treated 
with  disrespect.  I  have  known  men  advocate 
the  poor  wretch's  destruction  even,  and  pile  up  a 
huge  indictment  against  him  under  the  head  of 
cannibalism  ;  but  it  was  only  on  a  recent  visit  to 
Ireland  that  I  discovered,  to  my  astonishment, 
that  on  one  river  at  least  this  counsel  was  actually 
put  in  practice.  When  at  Castleconnell  last 
summer,  I  came  across  a  fisherman  sitting 
pensively  in  his  cot — the  Shannon  laves  the  very 
roadway  here  for  some  two  or  three  score  yards — 
and  fishing  for  minnow  with  a  bit  of  a  stick  and 
a  morsel  of  the  lightest  worm  tackle.  I  stopped 
and  asked  him  what  he  was  after,  and,  though  I 
have  been  young  and  am  now  old,  it  was  then  for 
the  first  time  I  learned  there  were  minnow  in  the 
Shannon.  I  once  read  that  the  minnow  was 
unknown  in  Ireland  until  some  were  introduced 
by  an  English  visitor  early  in  the  centviry  (?),  who 
periodicaUy  fished  some  water  in  Ulster.  Some 
tributary  of  the  Bann  or  Foyle  he  turned  them 
into.  Well,  this  Shannon  fisherman  had  already 
half  a  dozen  or  more  very  fine  ones  in  a  can,  and 
told  me  he  expected  to  pick  up  a  nice  trout  or 
two  with  them  later  on,  spinning  on  Archer 
tackle.  The  bed  of  the  river  just  thereabout 
was  splendid  redd  ground,  and  we  talked  about 
it  in  that  connection.  He  assured  me  fish  of 
an  enormous  size  were  to  be  seen  here  on 
the  spawning  beds  in  winter,  "rolling  about 
like  sick  pigs,"  nor  was  one  of  them  ever 
molested. 

"  We  all  live  here  by  the  fishing,  from  Mrs. 
Enright  herself  down  to  me,  and  why  should  we 
hurt  ourselves.  Besides,  them  spawning  fish  is 
no  good  anyway." 

I  quite  agreed  with  all  this,  of  courss,  and, 
indeed,  I  think  the  spawning  fish  are  in  general 
very  safe  about  here.  But  he  had  been  to  the 
south  once,  he  told  me,  with  a  gentleman  that 
went  to  fish  the  Lee,  and  "  be  jabers,  they  kill  all 
the  slate  (kelts)  there  they  ketch.  I  never  saw  the 
like.  An'  signs  on  it,  the  fish  is  the  smallest  ever 
you  saw  for  a  river  of  its  size.  But  how  could 
you  expect  fish  to  be  big  when  they  are  aU  killed 
in  their  youth,  before  they  have  done  growin'  P  " 
Doubtless  the  honest  fellow's  conclusion  was 
lame  and  impotent  enough,  as  there  ara  many 
waters  that  fail  to  rear  big  fish,  though  no 
slaughter  of  spawned  fish  takes  place  on  them ; 
and  no  matter  what  may  take  place  on  the  Lee, 
quite  enough  fish  we  may  be  sure  escape  to  enable 
the  river  to  show  now  and  then  what  it  can  do  in 
the  way  of  big  fish.  But  let  aU  this  pass.  What 
we  want  to  know  is.  Whether  Lee  kelts  are  un- 
ceremoniously knocked  on  the  head  in  this  fashion 
or  not  ?  Perhaps  some  Cork  reader  would  kindly 
tell  us  all  about  it. 


Salmon  in  the  Thames  is  the  thing  we  are  now 
looking  for,  and  doubtless  in  time  we  shall  have 
it.  since  everything  comes  to  them  who  wait.  It 
is  historical  that  they  were  once  there,  and  I  am 
told  they  abandoned  the  river  because  of  its  ' 
polluted  state,  so  that  when  it  gets  a  little  cleaner 
we  may  expect  to  have  them  back  again.    I  hope 
£0.    But  how  is  it  salmon  have  not  forsaken  the 
Lift'ey  ?    To  say  that  the  Thames  is  fouler  than  ■ 
the  Dublin  stream  would  be  doing  my  country  an 
injustice  to  which  I  am  not  prepared  to  submit 
without  strong  protest.    There  is  but  one  river  in 
Europe  to  rival  the  Liffey,  and  that  is  the  Clyde.  ; 
Some  years  ago,  when  on  a  trip  to  Glasgow  for  ' 
the  first  time  (it  was  in  a  good  old-fashioned  July),  : 
I  went  up  the  Scottish  river  right  to  the  great 
commercial  capitil  itself,  so  as  to  see  its  ship- 
yards and  the  like,  instead  of  getting  off  at 
Greenock  and  training  up,  and  as  we  moved  off  ; 
from  Greenock  I  entered  into  chat  with  a  young 
Scotchman,  who  was,  I  think,  about  the  only  other 
passenger  who  stuck  to  the  ship.    By  the  time  we 
reached  mid-channel,  a  little  higher  up,  a  certain 
something  which  seemed  to  be  in  the  air  brought 
dear,  dirty  Dublin  to  my  recollection,  and  I 
ventured  to  remark  all  of  a  sudden  that  the  Liffey  . 
was  an  odorous  stream,  in  fact,  the  most  so  in 
Europe.    "  Do  you  ken  the  Clyde  ?  "  he  asked. 
To  this  I  replied  I  was  then  on  it  for  the 
first  time,  but  still  I  had  no  doubt  the  Irish 
stream  could  hold  its  own  whatever  the  merits 
of    the    Clyde    might   be.     He    suggested  a: 
bet,  and  I  closed  with  the  offer.    We  went  below 
to  the  bar  to  enter  it  down  in  due  form,  and  after 
entering  it  once  or  twice,  he  called  my  attention 
to  a  great  four-masted  ocean  steamer,  which  was 
steadily  overhauling  us,  though  the  pace  at  this 
time  was  very  slow  all  round,  as  the  narrowing  i 
river  was  becoming  crowded  with  shipping.  There 
was  a  faint  head  breeze.    "  We  shall  follow  in 
the  wake  of  yon  when  she  clears  us,  and  then 
we'll  go  on  deck  and  have  that  bet  decided."  I 
agreed,  and  presently,  entering  the  bet  once  more, 
we  went  on  deck  and   looked  forward.  That 
steamer  was  slowly  churning  the  narrow  Clyde  in  ] 
front  of  us,  and  her  propeller,  like  a  giant  scent- 
sprayer,  was  throwing  all  the  raked  up  sweetness  ; 
on  the  zephyr  that  gently  reached  oar  noses  as  , 
we  stood  there.    I  paid  that  bet  at  once,  and  ; 
would  do  so  twice  over  rather  than  attempt  a  task 
so  infinitely  beyond  my  powers  as  to  do  justice  in  ; 
language  to  the  noisome  stench  of  that  river.  It 
was  positively  immoral.    "  I  knew  ye  could  no 
lick  Scotland,  mon,"  he  cried  with  exultation.  We 
went  below  once  more  to  see  after  the  complete  j 
settlement  of  that  bet,  but  the  whole  of  that  day 
I  was  quite  ill  from  that  one  full  whiff  of  noisome 
abomination.    Below  it  was  not  so  bad.    I  have 
never  navigated  the  Clyde  since.  i 

At  low  water  the  Liffey  is  a  liquid  horror,  while  ' 
even  at  its  best  it  surely  could  give  the  Thames  i 
points,  bulk  for  bulk,  and  yet  salmon  come  up  it.  | 
It  is  not  what  one  would  call  a  first-rate  salmon  J 
river,  but  still  the  fact  remains  that  the  fish  run  ' 
up  it.    But  salmon  are  a  mystery,  and  it  may  be 
that  a  purer  stream  is  all  they  want  to  lead  them 
to  return  to  the  Thames  once  more.    We  shall 
see.  MoNA. 


ANGLERS  AND  TOWN  RESERVOIRS. 


We  publish  this  weel^  some  extracts  from  the 
report  of  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers,  and  have  much  pleasure  in 
calling  attention  to  them  as  being,  in  our  opinion, 
most  satisfactory  and  encoui-aging. 

We  are  often  asked  if  we  can  give  any  informa- 
tion as  to  angling  in  the  reservoirs,  and  other 
public  or  semi-public  waters,  and  ai-e  always  glad 
to  point  to  the  good  work  done  in  this  connection 
by  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Anglers.   


RAINBOW  TROUT  EGGS. 


A  consignment  of  rainbow  trout  ova  [Salmo 
irideus)  was  received  from  America  last  week  at 
the  Midland  Fish  Culture  Establishment,  Malvern 
Wells.  Mr.  W.  Baily  informs  us  that  the  eggs 
arrived  in  good  condition,  the  loss  having  been 
very  small,  and  he  will  be  pleased  to  show 
them  to  anyone  interested  in  fish  culture. 
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THE  FLY  DRESSER'S  BIRDS 
(WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS).! 

(Continued  from  page  78.) 

By  G.  E.  M.  S. 

*  Gallina  or  Guinea  Fowl  (Figs.  26  and  27). 
^— This  is  a  great  stand-by  of  salmon  fly  dressers, 
but  is  of  less  service  to  the  small  fly  dresser.  The 
breast  feathers,  dyed,  ai-e  used  for  winging  May 
Fliep,  and  are  good  in  colom-  and  shape,  but  easily 
become  waterlogged.  Many  of  these  birds  have 
white  feathers  in  the  breast,  and  these,  dyed  or 
undyed,  make  very  good  whisks  (Fig.  26).  Some 


Game,  Moor.— See  Grouse,  Red. 

Game,  Red.— See  Grouse,  Red. 

Gaeganey  Teal.— ,S'ee  Teal,  Garganey. 

Goatsucker.— See  Night  Jar. 

**  Golden  Plover  (Yellow  Plover,  Green 
Plover,  Whistling  Plover)  (Fig.  28).— Tbe  neck, 
breast,  back,  and  shoulder  of  this  bird  afford 
beautiful  hackles  of  mixed  dark  dun  and  yellow, 
varying  little  in  colour,  and  of  an  admirable 
texture.  The  stiff  wing  and  tail  feathers  are 
not  serviceable.  The  Golden  Plover  and  Yellow 
is  a  capital  hackle  fly,  and  dressed  on  a  No.  6 
Kirby  bend  will  entice  large  dace  and  chub  on 
the  Middlesex  Colne.    The  summer  plumage  is 

GjLDii>j  Plover. 


Goose,  Wild.— This  bird  has,  in  even  higher 
degree,  the  same  advantages  as  the  domestic 
variety,  but  is  not  quite  so  easy  to  obtain. 

*  Goose,  Egyptian  (Figs.  30, 31,  and  32).— The 
breast  feathers  of  this  bird  are  highly  valued 
for  winging  floating  May  Flies.  Obtainable  only 
through  dealers. 

Greenfinch.— The  tail  of  this  bird  contains 
some  bright  yellow  feathers  suitable  for  Yellow 
Sally.  There  are  a  few  nice  dun  hackles  about 
the  root  of  the  tail,  but  the  body  and  shoulder 
hackles,  though  a  lovely  green  olive,  are  too 
tender  to  be  of  any  service.  A  common  hedge- 
row bird,  easily  obtained. 


Geo  USE. 
F)g3.  31  to  38. 


Fig.  2C.-Wlu'e.  Fig.  27.— Iron  Blvo. 


Goo.se. 


Fig  28. 
Egyptian  Goose. 


Fig.  29.— Neck  Iluel 


Egyptia.\  Goose. 


Figs.  39  and  40. — Young  Gronse  underwii  g. 


Fig.  33. 


Fig.  30  and  31.— Breast. 

emment  south  country  men  say  there  is  nothing 
to  equal  them  for  wear  and  appearance  as  whisks. 
A  very  good  whisk  for  the  Iron  Blue  Dun  may 
be  had  from  the  dark  neck  feather  of  the  cock 

^-  ^''^"^  mottling 

which  IS  so  conspicuous  on  the  breast  feathers 
18  almost  absent,  and  the  colour  is  practically 
ijniform.    Procurable  of  any  good  poulterer. 

Gallinule.— (See  Moorhen. 
^Game,  Black  — See  Black  Cock. 

t  The  single  asterisk  points  out  what  tbe  author  thinks 
necessiiy  for  a  good  all-roucd  mcdern  collection  ;  the 
"^^jI"^  asterisk  those  which  no  fly  dresser  should  be 


the  best.  The  bird  is  easily  obtainable  either  in 
Leadenhall  Market  or  at  the  poulterer's. 

Golden  Pheasant.— See  Pheasant,  Golden. 

*  Goose,  Common  (Fig.  29).— It  is  not  commonly 
known  that  the  hackles  of  this  bird,  dyed  or  plain, 
make  excellent  legs  for  a  variety  of  flies,  and. 
now  that  paraffin  is  to  the  fore,  can  be  used  even 
for  floaters.  A  large  variety  of  shades  of  blue 
and  brown  duns  can  be  had.  The  broad  fibres 
from  the  quills  of  this  bird,  dyed  and  undyed,  are 
also  of  service  for  such  patterns  as  Mr.  F.  M. 
Halford's  Goose  Dun.  Fibres  from  the  broad 
breast  feathers  wound  for  bodies  are  very  suc- 
cessful. 


Green  Plover. — See  Golden  Plover ;  see  also 
Lapwing  or  Peewit. 

Grey  Crow. — See  Crow,  Norwegian. 

Grey  Hen  (Fig.  33)  (the  female  of  the  Black- 
cock).— See  Blackcock. — There  are  ruddy  feathers 
with  dark  bars  on  the  breast  of  this  bird,  usefu, 
as  front  hackles  of  floating  May  Flies.  Obtainable 
of  any  poulterer. 

**  Grouse,  Red  (Moor  Game,  Moor  Poult, 
Red  Game)  (Figs.  34  to  40).— There  is  a  long  series 
of  hackles  from  this  beautiful  bird- f rom  neek  and 
breast,  shoulder  and  back—  all  of  them  useful  to  the 
fly  dresser,  either  for  spiders  or  for  legs  of  winged 
flies  (Figs.  34  to  38).    From  the  young  birds  shot 
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in  August  a  very  pretty  dun  hackle  is  obtained 
from  under  the  wing,  from  which  hackle  the 
Poult  Bloa  is  dressed  (Figs.  39  and  40).  The 
primaries  are  more  often  used  for  loch  flies  than 
for  small  flies,  but  the  secondaries  make  nice  dun 
wings.  The  Indian  Yellow  is  winged  with  an 
under  covert  feather  of  this  bird.  Obtainable  of 
any  poulterer. 

Guinea  Fowl. — See  Gallina. 

Gull,  Common. — See  Seagull. 

Heath  Cock.  Heath  Poult. — See  Blackcock. 

*  Hekon  (Herne,  Heronshaw). — In  some  parts 
this  bird  is  also  called  crane.  There  are  a  few 
feathers  On  this  bird  which  can  be  used  for  winging 
small  flies.  They  are  to  be  found  among  the  short 
outside  covertfeathers  of  the  wing.  On  the  shoulder 
and  crest  are  to  be  found  a  few  hackles,  but  the  herls 
or  strands  from  the  long  drooping  breast  feathers, 
and  the  primaries,  secondai-ies,  and  tail  feathers, 
make  excellent  bodies,  dyed  and  undyed.  Mr. 
Halford's  Rough  Spring  Oiive  is  dressed  with  a 
dyed  feather  of  this  kind.  I  myself  have  made 
excellent  March  Browns  thus,  and  a  long  series  of 
Duns,  from  Pale  to  Iron  Blue,  can  be  had  from  the 
plumage  of  this  beautiful  bird.  Specimens  are 
frequently  hanging  in  Leadenhall  Market. 

Hooded  Crow. — See  Norwegian  Crow. 
HooDY. — See  Crow,  Carrion. 
House  Martin. — See  Martin. 

*  Ibis. — The  brilliant  red  breast  feather  of 
this  bird  makes  an  excellent  tag  for  the  Red  Tag, 
beloved  of  grayling  fishers.  This  bird  is  only 
obtainable  through  the  dealers. 

*  Indian  Crow. — The  tag  from  the  breast  of 
this  bird,  of  a  brilliant  fiery  orange,  is  much  used 
for  grayling  flies.  It  sets  and  wears  well,  and 
keeps  its  colour.  Obtainable  through  dealers  only. 

Indian  Bustard. — See  Bustard. 

{To  he  continued.) 


A  FEW  HINTS  UPON  WADERS,  &c. 


The  time  is  now  fast  approaching  when  anglers 
will  be  getting  ready  and  anxious  once  again  to 
try  conclusions  with  the  mighty  salmon. 

Our  good  old  annual— the  Fisheries — will  put 
in  an  appearance.  I  think  it  is  nearly  twenty 
years  since  the  first  of  its  kind  was  held  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium,  when  the  late  Frank  Buckland 
sent  his  wonderful  curiosities. 

The  managers  of  this  famous  place  of  amuse- 
ment are  putting  the  tanks  in  proper  order  to 
contain  the  fish. 

Before  this  is  in  print  some  rivers  will  be  open 
to  rod  and  line,  and  more  than  one  salmon 
captured. 

Then,  anglers,  why  delay ;  do  not  wait  until 
you  get  a  wire  to  say  the  river  is  in  order,  but  at 
once  examine  your  waders,  test  your  boots,  renew 
the  nails  in  your  brogues,  &c.  These  are  minor 
matters  truly,  but  require  attention,  for  it  is  not 
always  waders,  any  more  than  tackle,  although 
apparently  all  right  and  sound  at  the  end  of  last 
season,  will  be  found  equally  so  at  the  beginning 
of  this. 

The  Proper  Way  to  Test  Waders. 

By  waders  I  mean  every  kind,  waterproof 
stockings,  fishing  trousers,  combinations,  i.e., 
fishing  stockings  with  brogue  attached,  boots,  &c. 

Many  anglers  are  not  half  careful  enough,  but 
have  their  waders  pulled  off  and  the  outside  only 
dried  ;  both  inside  and  outside  require  attention. 
Other  anglers  send  them  down  into  the  kitchen, 
to  be  either  scorched  or  splashed  with  grease.  I 
once  had  a  pair  completely  spoilt  in  this  manner. 
The  fat  was  wiped  off,  and  the  damage  undis- 
covei'ed  until  they  showed  signs  of  leaking,  for  it 
took  some  little  time  for  the  grease  to  dissolve 
the  rubber.  It  is  advisable  to  attend  to  the 
drying  of  rubber  articles  yourself ;  don't  trust 
landladies,  cooks,  or  housemaids,  or  your  outing 
may  be  spoilt  as  mine  was. 

Many  young  anglers,  when  they  find  a  damp- 
ness in  the  inside  of  waders,  naturally  imagine 
they  must  leak.  This  is  not  always  the  case,  a 
vast  amount  of  perspiration  being  thrown  off  by 
the  body,  and  the  colder  the  water  or  atmosphere 
the  more  the  condensation.  This  seems  strange 
to  a  person  the  first  time  they  wear  a  pair,  but 
they  know  it  for  a  fact  afterwards.  It  was  only 
recently  I  was  told  by  a  young  man  he  never 
perspired.  "  Indeed !"  exclaimed  I.  "Then  I  will 
not  give  much  for  your  life.''  Thorns,  prickles,  &c., 


are  a  constant  worry  to  anglers,  frequently  causing 
a  leakage,  perhaps  the  very  first  time  they  are 
used.  Curious  to  say,  so  long  as  the  thorn  re- 
mains imbedded  in  the  material  no  sign  of  leakage 
is  noticeable,  but  as  the  thorn  works  out  it  is 
discovered. 

All  anglers  should  know  how  to  test  waders. 
Tie  up  the  waders  securely  (not  by  the  strap 
or  loops,  they  ai-e  not  strong  enough  to  bear  the 
great  weight  of  water) ;  take  some  strong  cord, 
make  a  slip  knot  round  each  side  of  the  top  of 
the  fishing  trousers,  leaving  sufficient  opening  to 
insert  a  piece  of  rubber  hose,  about  the  size  used 
for  washing  carriages,  or  about  5  in. ;  with  such  a 
syphon  both  fiUing  and  emptying  is  then  easily 
managed,  far  better  than  filling  with  a  jug.  with 
less  chance  of  wetting  or  splashing  the  outside — 
be  very  careful  of  this,  or  you  wiU  never  know  if 
they  leak  or  not. 

Have  ready  a  piece  of  tailor's  chalk  (blue  is 
best),  watch  carefully,  and  mark  the  exact  spot  at 
once,  before  the  wet  has  time  to  spread,  dry  the 
waders  carefully ;  a  patch  of  the  same  material 
may  then  be  put  on.  Solution  and  material  can 
easily  be  procured  from  most  wader  makers,  and 
should  always  be  carried  by  the  angler;  if  not 
done  in  such  a  workmanlike  manner  as  a  water- 
proofer  would  do  it,  it  may  answer  for  the  time, 
and  thus  save  an  outing  from  being  spoilt. 

In  fishing  stockings  or  trousers  the  principal 
cause  of  leakage  comes  from  nails  or  pegs.  In 
brogues  be  careful  to  examine  them  for  these 
defects,  especially  after  they  have  been  sent  for 
repair.  The  rub  or  chafing  is  easily  discovered, 
and  should  be  attended  to  at  once  before  a  hole  is 
worn  through.  When  a  wader  is  filled  with  water 
pass  youi-  hands  completely  over  the  surface,  and 
a  thorn,  if  one  exists,  will  be  immediately  dis- 
covered, and  should  be  removed,  the  exact  spot 
marked,  and  a  patch  put  on.  Fishing  trousers 
should  be  filled  to  above  the  fork,  stockings  to 
within  4in.  of  the  top,  not  more,  for,  if  hanging 
up  to  test  long,  the  capillary  attraction  will  draw 
the  wet  over  and  damp  the  outside,  then  all  chance 
of  finding  a  leakage  is  lost;  they  wiU  then  have 
to  be  taken  down,  dried,  and  tested  again. 

There  has  recently  been  a  great  call  for 
boots,  or  combinations  as  they  are  called,  in 
preference  to  fishing  stockings.  Some  say  they 
save  time  in  putting  on.  This  may  be  so,  but  it  is 
for  buyers  to  determine  which  they  like  best.  I, 
for  one,  prefer  the  old  fishing  stocking  and 
brogue.  If  time  is  gained  one  way  it  is  lost 
another,  for  I  find  there  is  nothing  more  difiicult 
to  dry  after  use.  One  of  the  best  plans  for  any 
kind  of  boots  is  no  doubt  to  turn  them  down  as 
far  as  you  can  and  put  in  dry  oats.  Some  houses 
sell  wickerwork  trees,  then  if  the  boots  are  placed 
to  windward  to  dry,  the  object  is  at  last  attained, 
but  it  takes  a  lot  of  time  and  trouble.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  fishing  stocking  may  be  taken  off, 
and  if  the  sun  is  out,  or  the  day  warm,  it  will  get 
perfectly  dry  by  the  time  you  have  finished  your 
lunch ;  I  mean  the  inside  from  perspiration,  the 
outside  does  not  matter. 

The  materials  used  for  making  waders  are 
mostly;  (1)  Stout  twill,  double  texture;  (2) 
fustian  to  sheeting ;  (3)  sateen  to  sheeting ;  (4) 
tanned  angola ;  (5)  twill  cambric.  I  have  placed 
them  in  the  order  of  substance.  All  good 
waders  should  be  extra  proofed,  that  is, 
an  extra  thickness  of  good  rubber.  It  does  not 
follow  that  the  heaviest  waders  are  the  best ;  far 
from  it,  common  or  loaded  rubber  is  heavier 
than  good  pure  proofing.  Then,  again,  some 
materials  hold  more  water  than  others.  Take  a 
pair  of  fustian  waders  when  saturated  with  wet 
and  feel  how  heavy  they  are,  and  certainly  take 
much  longer  to  dry  than  others  I  could  mention . 
Waders  are  like  wine — the  best  is  best.  I  have 
frequently  come  across  old  waders — yes,  seven  to 
ten  years  old — the  rubber  of  which  was  quite 
good  even  after  that  length  of  time,  whilst  others 
have  shown  signs  of  decay  in  less  than  two 
seasons,  no  doubt  from  being  over  vulcanized  or 
the  use  of  inferior  rubber  proofing.  Gentlemen 
gain  nothing  by  buying  a  cheap  article,  especially 
as  good  health  so  much  depends  upon  keeping 
dry  at  any  price.  This  has  always  been  my 
maxim  ;  I  therefore  strongly  recommend  it  to 
others.  One  angler  I  am  acquainted  with  when 
ordei'ing  a  new  pair  of  waders,  insists  upon  having 
his  fishing  trousers  strengthened  right  down  the 
inside  of  each  leg,  to  take  off  the  rub,  also  at  the 
fork,  instep,  and  heel;  for  myself,  I  prefer  to 


wait  one  season,  or  at  least  until  they  show  signs 
of  wear.  By  this  means  I  discover  the  exact  spot 
the  strengthening  piece  is  required,  and  then 
patched  no  more  than  they  require.  This  saves 
expense,  and  I  find  them  much  lighter,  for  a  time 
at  least.  Some  have  leather  patches  put  on  both 
at  fork  and  sole,  but  this,  I  think,  is  a  great 
mistake.  The  capillary  attraction  of  the  cotton 
helps  to  draw  water  under  the  leather  patch, 
which,  not  drying,  helps  to  rot  the  article  sooner 
than  otherwise. 

A  few  words  upon  brogues.  Good  Scotch  hide 
makes  a  good  brogue,  either  ankle  jack  (laced  up)  \ 
or  the  low  shoe  shape.  These  do  not  require  any ; 
dubbing  to  keep  in  order ;  in  fact,  all  oil  or  grease 
must  be  avoided,  or  you  will  spoil  your  waterproof 
waders.  Put  them  by  till  you  want  them ;  do  not  \ 
mind  their  becoming  stiff,  simply  place  them  in ' 
water  a  few  hours  before  you  want  to  use  them, 
when  they  quickly  soften. 

Next  in  order  is  the  canvas  brogue,  with  leather 
toe-caps,  &c.  It  is  a  pity  leather  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with ;  they  would  be  so  much  lighter,  but 
then  they  would  never  keep  their  shape.  We 
now  come  to  the  rubber  brogue,  much  used  in  the 
north,  and  made  with  a  leather  sole.  They  are  good, 
cheap  brogues,  but  heavier  than  either  of  the 
others.  Whichever  kind  one  selects,  be  sure  the 
nails  are  securely  fastened,  clenched,  or,  better, 
screwed  into  plates.  Brogues  have  always  been 
a  trouble,  not  only  to  anglers,  but  to  out- 
fitters. I  could  mention  one  or  two  others, 
but  I  will  leave  makers  to  advertise  any 
novelties  they  have  in  store  for  us.  With 
regard  to  a  mackintosh,  the  lighter  the  better, 
even  if  they  don't  last  so  long — I  never  cany 
more  than  I  can  help.  For  boat  or  sea  fishing 
oilskins  may  be  used,  if  they  can  be  left  at  your 
fishing  quarters,  but  they  are  heavy  to  carry  about. 
Some  oilskins  are  apt  to  become  sticky  if  folded 
up ;  some  are  better  than  othei-s.  I  believe  the  black 
ones  are  the  best.  An  apron  or  skirt  for  boat 
fishing  are  very  useful  things ;  they  are  usually 
kept  in  stock;  they  can  be  made  from  any 
material  selected,  and  are  equally  useful  _  to 
boating  people,  or  cycling,  and  not  at  all  expensive. 

I  hope  anglers  vnll  read  these  notes,  and  keep 
them  for  reference.  A.  Thorn. 


THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVEKS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

[Copyright.  ] 

[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Loohs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  sapplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by 
death,  &c.,  take  place  constantly.— Editor  Fishing 
Qazette.~\  ____ 

No.  105. 
SUTHERLAND. 

rivers  of  SUTHERLAND. 

The  Brora  rises  fi-om  burns  in  the  parish  of 
Lairg,  and,  after  a  course  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
miles,  receives  the  Blackwater.  Soon  after  it 
flows  into  Loch  Brora,  and,  again  emerging  from 
it,  flows  four  miles  farther  into  the  sea  at  Brora 
Village.  Its  whole. length  is  about  twenty-four 
miles,  including  the  loch,  and  it  contains  salmon, 
grilse,  sea  trout,  and  river  trout.  The  sport  it 
yields  is  often  first  rate,  especially  eai-ly  in  the 
year ;  but  if  there  be  water  in  it,  it  fishes  well  all 
the  season.  Some  of  the  best  casts  for  salmon 
are  below  the  loch,  and  perhaps  the  best  is  that 
immediately  below  the  cruives.  The  fish  often 
run  large  here,  and  some  as  heavy  as  301b.  have 
been  killed,  but  they  are  apt  to  be  discoloured  by 
the  peaty  nature  of  the  water,  and  even  to  taste 
of  the  moor.  The  best  flies  are  sombre  in  colour, 
with  turkey  wings  and  silver  tinsel.  The  trout 
run  from  lib.  to  21b.,  and  the  best  months  for 
them  are  May,  June,  and  July.  The  Brora  is  not 
open  to  the  public,  but  is  let  to  sportsmen.  The 
best  place  to  stay  at  is  Brora  Inn.  Rod  season, 
Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  Route :  By  rail  to  Brora— 
river  close  by. 

The  Cassley  rises  from  small  lochs  at  the 
foot  of  Ben  More,  and  falls  into  the  Kyle  of 
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Sutherland.  The  chief  proprietors  are  Sir 
C.  H.  L.  A.  F.  Ross,  Bart.,  of  Balnagovra,  Mr.  W. 
Ewing  Gilmour,  Capt.  M'Taggart  of  Glenrossal, 
and  Mr.  R.  L.  Alston  of  Rosehall.  There  ai-e 
only  about  ten  miles  of  the  river  fit  for  salmon 
angling,  as  the  fish  cannot  surmount  the  Falls  of 
Glenmuick.  The  Cassley  Fall  is  eight  miles 
farther  down.  The  fish  can  ascend  it,  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  season  there  is  some  sport  between 
the  two  falls,  but  fish  are  not  in  good  condition. 
In  the  two  miles  of  the  river  between  the  Cassley 
Fall  and  the  sea  there  are  some  good  pools  when 
the  river  is  a  little  flooded,  but  it  does  not 
continue  long  in  ply.  The  Amat  Falls  on  this 
river  were  opened  up  in  189-3.  March,  April,  and 
May  are  the  best  months  for  salmon ;  July, 
August,  and  September  for  grilse  ;  while  the  trout 
fishing  on  it  is  never  very  good.  The  river  is  not 
open  to  the  public,  but  part  of  it  can  sometimes 
be  hired  by  the  month.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the  Loch  Inver  mail  car, 
to  Achness. 

The  Couachar. — A  small  tributary  of  the 
Oykel,  not  worth  anything  save  for  spawning. 

The  Dhu  Loan  flows  out  of  Loch  Strathy, 
and  falls,  after  a  run  of  three  miles,  into  the  river 
Strathy.  Leave  can  be  given  by  the  Duke's 
factor  at  Tongue  House.  Strathy  Inn  or  Forsinard 
Hotel  are  the  best  places  to  stay  at.  The  river 
contains  small  trout,  and  yields  only  indifferent 
sport.  Route :  By  rail  to  Forsinard ;  thence  a 
very  long  walk  ;  or  by  rail  to  Lairg  ;  thence  hire, 
or  by  the  Tongue  mail  car,  to  Altnaharra ;  thence 
hire  down  Strathnaver,  about  fifteen  miles  ;  thence 
walk.  There  is  another  stream  of  the  same  name 
near  Altnacealgach  Hotel,  and  can  be  fished  by 
residing  there.  Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence 
by  coach  to  Altnacealgach  Hotel. 

The  Dionard  (often  called  the  Grudie  of  Dui-- 
ness)  rises  in  Loch  Dionard,  and,  after  a  course  of 
about  ten  miles,  faUs  into  the  sea.  It  yields  good 
sport  from  May  1  to  Aug.  1,  and  contains  salmon, 
CTilse,  and  trout.  It  belongs  to  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland,  and  is  let  with  shootings.  Trout 
average  lib.  each,  and  June,  J uly,  and  August  are 
the  best  months.  Fine  hiUy  scenery.  The  banks 
of  the  Dionard  are  rugged,  and  the  stream  when 
in  spate  is  very  wild.  The  best  pools  are  near 
where  the  river  issues  from  the  loch.  As  many 
as  fourteen  salmon  have  been  got  in  one  day  out 
of  a  single  pool.  Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the 
Durness  mail  car,  to  Durine  Inn,  fifty-six  miles ; 
thence  three  miles  to  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  Donan.— See  the  Helmsdale. 

The  Daart  ]SIore  rises  in  Loch  Altnaharra, 
and  another  small  loch  near  Ben  Auskaird,  and 
falls  into  the  sea  after  a  run  of  two  and  a  half 
miles.  It  yields  middling  good  sport.  The  trout 
run  from  ilb.  to  lib.,  and  salmon  and  grilse — ■ 
which  sometimes  used  to  be  seen  during  and  after 
a  flood — are  now  more  numerous,  owing  to  a  fall 
which  checked  their  upward  progress  having  been 
blasted  by  the  proprietor.  June,  July,  and 
August  are  best  for  trout,  and  August  and 
September  for  grilse.  Inn  accommodation  at 
Kylesku,  four  miles  off,  or  at  Scourie  Inn.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  Loch  Inver 
mail  car,  to  Inchnadamph,  thirty- three  miles; 
thence  hire  to  Kylesku,  eight  mUes  ;  thence  four 
miles. 

The  Durness. — See  the  Dionard. 

The  Dyke  rises  in  the  heights  of  Reay  and 
Farr,  and,  after  a  run  of  four  miles,  falls  into  the 
Halladale.  It  is  a  good  troiiting  stream,  and 
when  in  flood  grilse  rxm  up.  From  June  to 
September,  both  inclusive,  is  the  best  season  for 
trout;  and  August  and  September  for  grilse. 
The  ti'out  run  heavy,  many  of  them  up  to  31b.  each. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Forsinard ;  thence  hire  about 
ten  mUes  down  Strath  Halladale. 

The  Einig,  or  Eanog,  is  a  rocky  tributary  of 
the  Oykel,  falling  in  half  a  mile  below  the  bridge. 
A  mile  above  the  junction  are  some  difiicult  falls, 
which,  impassable  in  time  of  flood,  are  practicable 
aa  the  water  subsides,  and  salmon  ascend  in  con- 
siderable numbers.  Sea  trout,  so  abundant  in  the 
Oykel,  are  rarely  found  in  the  Einig.  Between 
the  falls  and  the  junction  are  several  good  pools 
and  streams,  which  can  be  fished  by  arrangement 
with  the  innkeeper  at  Oykel  Hotel.  Above  the 
falls  the  angling,  as  far  as  the  limits  of  the  Balna- 
gown  Estate,  is  let  with  the  Langwell  and  Loub- 
croy  shootings.  The  Einig  is  formed  by  the 
union  of  the  Duag,  which  flows  out  of  Loch-na- 


Damph,  and  the  Rappack,  which  takes  its  rise  in 
Rhidorroch  Forest.  The  Einig  salmon  are 
singularly  fine  in  shape,  and  when  taken  in  tidal 
waters  are  distinguishable  at  a  glance  from  the 
fish  which  frequent  the  several  other  rivers  which 
faU  into  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland.  It  can  be  fished 
free  by  gentlemen  residing  at  Oykel  Hotel. 
Route  :  Same  as  the  Oykel,  which  see. 

The  Evelix  rises  in  Loch  Laro  and  Loch 
Laggan,  and  falls  into  the  Dornoch  Firth  at  Pool 
Churich.  Preserved.  There  are  only  about  four 
miles  of  it  fit  for  angling,  and  grilse  and  trout 
frequent  it.  June,  July,  and  August  best  for 
trout,  and  the  two  latter  for  grilse.  Trout  run 
two  to  a  pound.  Among  places  of  interest  are 
Dornoch,  with  the  old  cathedral — a  very  interesting 
pile.  It  is  said  that  sixteen  Earls  of  Sutherland 
lie  within  its  walls.  The  cathedral  was  built  in 
1223.  Route :  By  rail  to  Bonar  Bridge ;  thence 
hire  to  Clashmore,  nine  miles ;  thence  walk. 

The  Flag,  or  Fiodhaig,  rises  in  Loch  Flag, 
and  falls  into  Loch  Shin.  Its  length  is  four  miles, 
and  it  contains  splendid  trout,  for  which  August 
and  September  are  the  best  months,  as  they  are 
also  for  salmon,  although  comparatively  few  of 
these  find  their  way  up  save  to  spawn.  The  trout 
run  large,  many  up  to  21b.  Let  with  shootings  and 
preserved.  Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence 
hire,  or  by  the  Scourie  mail  car,  to  Overscaig, 
sixteen  miles ;  thence  hire  or  walk. 

The  Pleat  rises  in  the  parish  of  Rogarfc,  from 
hiU  bums,  and  falls  into  the  sea  at  Fleet  Mound. 
It  is  six  miles  long,  and  yields  very  indifferent 
sport.  It  is  a  good  spawning  river,  and  there  is 
fail-  trout  fishing  in  July  and  August.  It  is  let 
to  sportsmen.  "In  connection  with  the  Fleet," 
says  the  late  Mr.  Stoddart,  "  there  is  between  the 
Mound  and  Little  Ferry  a  very  remarkable  salmon 
cast.  Although  forming  part  of  the  salt  water 
estuary,  and  lying  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  proper  march  of  the  river,  salmon  at  a  certain 
state  of  the  tide  may  be  taken  in  it  throughout 
the  season  by  means  of  the  rod,  small  grilse  flies 
being  generally  used  for  the  purpose."  "  This  is 
the  only  spot  in  the  kingdom,"  says  Mr.  Young, 
"where  angling  for  salmon  has  been  successfully 
practised  in  salt  water."  At  the  mouth  of  the 
Fleet,  where  the  water  is  dammed  back  by  "  The 
Hound,"  there  is  first  rate  sea  trout  fishing  in 
March  and  April.  Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Rogart ;  river  close  by. 

The  Free,  or  Frith?,  which  is  let  with  shoot- 
ings, rises  in  the  bills  near  the  parish  of  Clyne, 
and  falls  into  the  Kildonan  after  a  course  of  eight 
miles.  It  contains  trout — three  or  four  to  a 
pound — -and  grilse  ai'e  occasionally  to  be  got  in  it. 
Route ;  By  rail  to  Kinbrace ;  thence  walk  to  the 
river. 

The  Golspie  Burn  rises  in  Dunrobin  Glen, 
and  falls  into  the  sea  at  Golspie.  It  is  five  miles 
long,  contains  very  small  trout,  and  can  hardly  be 
said  to  be  worth  fishing.  The  scenery  about  is 
very  fine,  and  Dunrobin  Castle  is  well  woi-th 
seeing.  Route :  By  rail  to  Golspie ;  thence  a 
quarter  of  a  mile. 

The  Grudic  is  a  small  tributary  of  the  Shin, 
f  aUing  in  near  Achany  House.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Lairg ;  thence  walk  a  mile  or  two. 

The  Grudie." See  the  Dionard. 

The  Halladale  rises  in  the  heights  of  Kil- 
donan, and,  after  winding  through  a  beautiful 
Strath  for  neaily  twenty  miles,  falls  into  Melvich 
Bay.  It  is  let  at  a  certain  sum  per  rod,  all  the 
rods  being  generally  let.  Melvich  Hotel  affords 
accommodation,  or  the  Hotel  at  Forsinard  Station, 
a  few  minutes'  walk  from  the  head  of  the  river, 
and  these  hotels  have  a  rod  each  on  the  river. 
The  Halladale  is  an  early  river,  February  and 
March  being  the  best  for  spring  fishing.  Near 
the  mouth  there  are  several  good  pools,  which  can 
always  be  fished  to  advantage  in  June,  July,  or 
August,  if  there  be  a  stift'  breeze,  or  if  a  spate  be 
clearing  off.  Later  in  the  season  the  upper  pools 
come  into  ply,  and  often  yield  good  sport.  Sea 
trout  run  heavy — up  to  41b.  each  ;  the  river  trout 
average  lib.  Beautiful  scenery.  Rod  season, 
Jan.  12  to  Sept.  30.  Route :  By  rail  to  For&inard ; 
river  close  by. 

The  Helmsdale,  or  Eildouan,  or  TTllie, 
rises  in  Loch-in-ruar,  Loch-na-Clar,  and  Baden- 
loch,  and,  after  a  run  of  eighteen  or  twenty  mUes, 
falls  into  the  sea  at  the  village  of  Helmsdale.  It 
belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  and  is  let  to 
sportsmen.  It  is  one  of  the  earliest  and  best 
salmon  rivers  in  the  north.    Grilse,  sea  trout,  and 


'  river  trout  are  also  plentiful.  Helmsdale  is  the 
most  suitable  place  for  residing  at.  The  scenery 
of  Strath  Ullie  is  very  beautiful.  Among  the 
objects  of  interest  are  the  gold  diggings  of 
Kildonan,  about  twelve  miles  from  Helmsdale. 
Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  .31.  Route:  By  rail 
to  Helmsdale  or  Kinbrace ;  river  at  hand. 

The  Hope. — This  river  rises  in  the  deer  forest 
of  Strathmore,  and  falls  into  Loch  Hope,  whence 
issuing,  it  flows  into  the  sea  at  Loch  Eriboll.  Its 
course  is  about  twelve  miles,  and  salmon,  grilse, 
sea  trout,  and  river  trout  are  got  in  it.  July  and 
August  are  best  for  salmon,  and  these  months, 
with  August,  are  the  best  for  trouting,  which  is 
often  very  good,  the  trout  running  from  Alb.  to 
81b.  or  91b,  Let  with  shootings.  Rod  season, 
Jan.  11  to  Oct.  30.  Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ; 
thence  hire,  or  by  the  Tongue  mail  car,  to  Altna- 
harra, twenty-two  miles;  thence  hire  to  Hope 
Lodge. 

{To  he  continued.) 


CONCERNING  GUDGEON. 


I  HAVE  caught  gudgeon  in  rivers,  canals,  and 
various  still  waters.  Some  anglers  have  very 
peculiar  ideas  with  respect  to  our  fat,  plump, 
bearded  friend,  and  believe  that  they  will  not 
thrive  in  stitl  waters.  In  fact,  one  writer  as  good 
as  says  so.  This  is  a  great  mistake,  for  many 
years  ago,  before  the  Grand  Surrey  Canal  got  in 
such  a  filthy  state,  it  contahied  plenty  of  gudgeon, 
many  of  which  were  larger  than  those  I  have 
caught  in  the  Thames.  The  old  basin,  where 
the  gasholder  now  stands,  close  to  the  canal 
bridge,  Old  Kent-road,  contained  pike,  carp, 
bream,  roach,  tench,  eels,  and  gudgeon  for  certain. 
Once  upon  a  time  old  "  Foreman  Fisher  "  used  to 
catch  splendid  eels  in  the  canal,  on  night  lines 
baited  with  freshwater  mussels.  I  have  not  heard 
of  one  being  taken  for  years.  I  may  just  mention 
in  passing  that  scores  of  anglers  tried  to  c.itch 
these  grand  old  carp,  but  signally  failed.  When 
gudgeon  were  busy  spawn'ng  amongst  the  weeds  (I 
have  seen  small  patches  of  weeds  alive  with. them  ), 
I  could  sometimes  catch  the  fish  with  my  hands, 
that  is  to  say,  near  the  old  gasholder  opposite  the 
canal  pottery.  It  is  quite  certain  that  one  cannot 
have  water  much  stiller  than  the  Grand  Surrey 
Canal,  and  they  throve  there  right  enough.  This 
reminds  me  that  I  may  inform  your  Russian 
correspondent,  who  wrote  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
the  other  day  asking  if  gudgeon  were  ever  caught 
with  paste,  that  I  have  seen  boys  catch  these 
gudgeon  with  both  paste  and  gentles,  but  they 
always  preferred  to  use  the  latter  bait. 

Period. — Within  the  past  month  the  secretary  of 
a  well-known  angling  club  asked  me  to  try  for 
pike  in  the  Thames.  I  said,  "  What  about  bait  ?  " 
He  replied,  "  We  can  catch  plenty  of  gudgeon  in 
the  Thames."  Never  having  seen  or  heard  of 
plenty  of  gudgeon  being  caught  with  rod  and  iae 
in  the  Thames  or  anywhere  else  in  January,  or, 
for  that  matter,  February  or  March,  I  declined 
his  offer,  knowing  perfectly  well  how  it  would 
end.  Not  to  be  without  bait  of  some  kind  (for 
good  perch  had  been  taken  there),  he  took  about 
two  dozen  minnows.  With  these  minnows  he  and 
some  fellow  clubmen,  instead  of  perch,  caught 
four  or  five  chub,  losing  one  between  31b.  and  lib. 
— -the  best  fish,  of  course.  I  cannot  understand 
it,  for,  when  once  fairly  beaten,  no  fish  is  easier 
to  land  than  a  chub;  if  anything,  they  iY3  more 
helpless  than  a  bream,  and  if  their  heads  are  kept 
near  the  surface  they  can  easily  ba  preveLtel 
from  seeing  the  net.  Personally,  I  have  always 
obtained  more  fun  and  real  sport  landing  fi>h,  and 
good  fish,  without  a  net  than  with  one.  I  think 
it  is,  to  say  the  least,  singular  that  these  chub 
should  have  preferred  minnows  at  thisptriodof 
the  yeai-  to  pith  and  brains ;  but  they  d:d.  The 
men  using  pith  and  brains  never  had  so  much  as 
a  touch. 

Weight. — Pennant  mentions  a  gudgeon  which 
was  taken  near  L^xbridge  that  weighed  a  pound. 
I  should  like  to  see  one  a  quarter  that  weight,  and 
I  will  tell  you  why.  I  have  caught  a  good  many 
gudgeon,  both  in  the  Thames  and  Trent,  and  I 
never  yet  caught  one  that  was  more  than  Tin.  in 
length  from  the  nose  to  the  tip  of  the  tail — 
not  the  fork.  I  caught  one  exactly  this  length 
last  September.  It  was  a  splendid  gudgeon,  and 
a  well-known  Newark  angler  declared  he  had 
never  seen  one  so  large.     Another  well-known 
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Newark  angler  declared  he  had.  At  last  scales 
and  weights  were  procured,  and  what  do  you  think 
it  weighed  ?  Exactly  2oz.,  less  a  matchbox, 
without  the  matches,  made  in  Sweden.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  Mr.  Pennant's  pound 
gudgeon  must  have  been  a  barbel.  For  if  a  7in. 
guigeon  did  not  weigh  quite  2oz.,  it  would  take 
fiifht  similar  gudgeons  and  an  extra  one  thrown  in 
to  make  up  16oz.  As  a  rule,  gudgeon  fishing  after 
September  is  very  pi-ecarious,  and  I  have  known 
one  shoal  at  least  off  to  its  winter  quarters  in  mid- 
October.  I  say  one  shoal,  because  this  particular 
shoal  of  gudgeon,  numbering  about  1000,  were 
caught  in  an  eel  net  with  some  migi-atory  eels  one 
dark  October  night.  Not  in  eel  nets,  but  in  one 
eel  net  out  of  six  or  seven  others  set  across  the 
stream,  proving  that  they  were  going  down  in  a 
body  to  more  congenial  quarters  ;  and  once  there, 
like  barbel,  they  feed  but  little,  and  seem  to 
remain  in  a  semi-torpid  state  until  the  following 
spring,  i  In  fact,  I  never  recollect  catching  one  in 
winter.)  I  say  spring,  because  I  knew  an  old 
uugler  who  succeeded  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
in  catching  two  or  thi'ee  gudgeon  in  March  in  a 
swim  in  which  he  could  catch  any  number  in  July 
and  August. 

A  Dr.  Badham  says :  "  The  very  best  bait  for 
gudgeon  is  the  brandling."     In  my  humble 
opinion  the  very  best  is  the  blood- worm,  but, 
unfortunately,  when  fishing  ordinary  river  swims, 
this  tender  bait  has  to  be  renewed  so  frequently, 
it  is  most  trying  to  one's  patience,  more  especially 
if  one  uses  two  hooks  for  gudgeon  alone,  and  I 
C-in  assure  you  that  playing  two  strong,  plunging 
gudgeon  on  very  fine  gut  and  a  light  9ft.  6in.  not 
too  pJiant  rod,  that  can  be  held  in  one  hand  all 
day  with  the  greatest  ease,  is  sport  by  no  means 
to  be  despised.    To  save  time,  trouble,  and  fish 
with  comfort,  the  chief  thing  is  to  catch  fom-,  five, 
six,  and  even  more  gudgeon  with  the  same  piece 
of  worm.    This  I  have  sometimes  done  by  using 
the  halves  of  "  cockspur "  worms  scoured  until 
they  were  quite  tough.    Even  then  the  head  would 
last  longer  than  the  tail  end,  but,  whichever  be 
iited,  the  point  of  the  hook  should  always  pro- 
trude.   I  have  read  somewhere  that  gudgeon  bite 
best  in  the  very  hottest  weather,  and  afford  sport 
wheu  most  other  fish  will  not  feed.    Most  other 
fish  may  not  be  feeding  in  ordinary  swims,  but  by 
fixing  a  second  hook  about  9in.  or  lOin.  above  the 
bottom  hook,  and  baiting  with  two  or  three  liver 
gentles,  a  cad-bait,  or  wasp  grub,  in  the  course  of 
a  day's  fishing  I  have  caught  silver-bream,  roach, 
dace,  and  young  chub  on  the  outer  edge  of  the 
discoloured  water,  and  sometimes  a  ♦perch  with 
the  worm.    I  was  once  "  muddling  "  for  gudgeon 
in    a   nice,  sandy,    gravelly  scour,   with  my 
shoes    and    stockings    off,    and    my  trousers 
( which    should    be    light    and    thin)  rolled 
up    above    my    knees    as    high    as  possible, 
disco' curing  the  water  to  my  entire  satisfaction 
from  K.  huge  sod  I  had  carried  from  the  broken 
bank  and  carefully  sunk  in  the  river,  working  the 
same  w  ith  my  toes  (if  properly  manipulated,  such 
a  sod  will  last  a  considerable  time,  and  this  saved 
me  the  trouble  of  carrying  a  rake  three  or  four 
miles  and  rowing  a  coggle  over  two),  when,  on 
allowing  the  water  to  clear  just  above  the  shoals 
of  gudgeon  which  were  working  on  and  hovering 
over  the  bottom,  to  my  sui-prise  I  saw  a  perch, 
over  .ilb.  in  weight,  near  to  and  about  mid- 
way between  my  legs.    Standing  perfectly  still, 
and  leaning  well  over,  I  guided  the  worm  carefully 
between  my  legs  to  its  nose.    It  at  once  took  the 
I  alt,  and,  without  more  ado,  I  hooked  him.  I 
instantly  lifted  my  right  leg,  got  him  fairly  into 
play,  and  after  a    considerable   tussle  quickly 
(hew  him  safely  to  the  side.    This  is  not  a  fairy 
tale  recollect,  but  an  absolute  fact.    I  have  an 
idea  that  this  perch  had  been  staying  long  enough 
in  the  thick  water  to  become  somewhat  perplexed 
Itom  the   sudden  change  into  water  clear  as 
crystal,  and,  being  hungry,  saw  no  danger.  I 
mean,  it  had  not  sufficient  time  to  compare 
notes.     The  float  should   be  shotted  heavily 
enough  to  take  the  bait  down  as  quickly  as 
possible  for  the  bait  or  baits  to  get  the  full 
benefit  of  the  swim;  the  bottom  bait  should 
always  be  in  touch  with  the  ground,  but  not  trail 
on  it,  and  the  lowest  shot  (a  small  one)  about  Sin. 
or  4 in.  from  the  hook,  which  shoidd  be  a  No.  11. 
On  pulling  up,  the  angler  should  drop  his  float 
with  his  left  hand  about  2yds.  in  front  of  him, 
and  gradually  lower  the  point  of  his  rod  with  his 
j-ight.  manipulating  his  float  to  suit  the  run  of 


the  stream.  There  should  never  be  any  slack 
line  between  the  rod  top  and  the  tell-tale,  which 
should  stand  about  the  sixth  of  an  inch  above  the 
surface  as  it  swims  steadily  along.  Strike  at  the 
least  bob  or  depression  of  the  float ;  not  a  hard 
strike,  but  sharply  and  twitchy,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  expression.  If  properly  done,  the  fish 
should  be  in  play  like  a  flash.  A  little  bag  of 
well  scoured  "  cockspur  "  worms  can  be  fastened 
to  a  button  of  one's  coat;  and,  if  using  two  hooks, 
another  little  bag  containing  gentles  or  cad-bait  to 
another  button.  Adopting  this  method,  I  have 
caught  as  many  as  twelve  dozen  fish  in  the  coui-se 
of  one  outing.  The  gudgeon  should  be  kept 
under  dry  grass,  rushes,  or  nettles,  apart  from 
each  other,  as  they  soon  turn  gi-een  if  allowed  to 
be  in  the  sun,  and  should  be  cooked  the  same 
day. 

Air  Bladder. — A  well-known  naturalist  says : 
"  Many  more  (i.e.,  fish)  are  entirely  without  any 
bladder  that  swim  at  ease  in  every  depth,  such  as 
the  anchovy  and  freshwater  gudgeon."  He  could 
have  never  opened  one  of  the  latter  fish,  for  it 
has  a  well  developed,  very  pretty  air  bladder,  but 
whether  it  ever  uses  it  for  the  purpose  of  rising 
and  taking  a  fly,  to  prime,  or  otherwise  disport 
itself,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say,  for  I  have 
never  seen  it,  but  I  should  sooner  think  it  does 
than  it  does  not.  Old  Hand. 


THE  RECENT  FLY-CASTING  TOUR- 
NAMENT IN  NEW  YORK. 


If  the  number  of  people  who  sat  on  the  hard 
seats  which  rose  above  the  fly-casting  platform, 
and  who  waited  each  day  until  the  fatiguing 
detail  of  enrolling  and  assembling  the  contestants 
was  gone  through,  represented  the  patience  of 
the  angler,  as  pictured  by  Walton,  it  should 
serve  to  illustrate  to  the  world  that  those  who 
love  the  sport  of  angling  are  patient  people — 
for  the  delays  were  many  and  long.  Mr.  Gonzalo 
Poey  was  there,  as  active  as  a  flea  in  assisting 
the  contestants,  but  even  he  could  not  hurry  some 
men. 

There  was  a  zinc-lined  tank  in  the  gallery  filled 
with  water.  It  was  about  8ft.  wide,  a  few  inches 
deep,  and  from  the  caster's  stand  reached  out  to 
115ft.,  the  stand  being  about  1ft.  above  the  floor. 
So  far  all  was  good,  but  back  of  the  stand  was  a 
coarse  wooden  floor,  into  which  several  hooks 
caught,  and  we  saw  Reuben  Leonard  smash  the 
tip  of  his  rod  by  being  thus  caught  on  the  back 
cast. 

The  rules  and  regulations  have  been  printed, 
and  in  accordance  with  those  the  first  contest 
took  place  on  Jan.  13,  at  8  p.m. 

Class  A. — Black  bass  fly-casting  contest.  Distance  only 
to  count.  A  No.  4  fly  to  be  nsed,  which  will  be  furnished 
by  the  committee.  Open  only  to  those  who  have  never 
oast  more  than  75ft.  in  any  similar  contest.  Judges,  D.  P. 
Kennedy,  Lody  Smith.    Referee,  John  G.  Landman. 

W.  N.  Goddard,  86tt.  9in. ;  N.  C.  Thorne,  77ft. ;  W.  H. 
Hammett,  70ft.  6in. ;  Eddie  Mills,  G8ft. ;  Daubeney 
Brandeth,  65ft. ;  Victor  R.  Grimwood,  54ft.  6in. 

The  casting  of  Eddie  Mills  was  a  surprise. 
Here  was  a  bright  eyed  boy  of  fourteen,  in 
knickerbockers,  who  was  erroneously  reported  in 
some  of  the  daily  papers  as  only  ten,  who 
exceeded  the  records  of  Reuben  Wood  in  his  first 
trials  in  Central  Park  in  New  York  city.  In  this, 
as  in  aU  subsequent  casts,  the  lad  received  rounds 
of  applause. 

Friday,  Jan.  14,  at  3  p.m. 

Class  B. — Ply  casting  contest.  Accuracy  only.  Dis- 
tance 40ft.  Open  to  all.  After  the  contestant  has  signi- 
fied his  readiness,  he  shall  make  five  consecutive  casts  at  a 
buoy.  The  contestant  will  then  commence  to  cast  with 
his  back  to  the  buoy,  and  at  any  moment,  at  his  option, 
shall  wheel  around  and  make  a  single  cast  at  a  buoy.  Five 
of  these  casts  shall  be  made.  The  distance  in  feet  and 
inches  at  which  the  fly  drops  from  the  buoy  at  each  cast 
shall  be  noted,  and  the  sum  of  all  these  distances,  added 
together  and  divided  by  ten,  shall  constitute  the  score. 
The  contestant  having  the  lowest  average  shall  be  declared 
the  winner.  Judges,  I.  B.  Stewart,  Fred  Mather. 
Referee,  H.  C.  de  Rham. 

P.  C.  Hewitt,  189in.,  18  9  per  cent. ;  B.  R.  Hewitt, 
204in.,  20  4  per  cent.  ;  D.  Brandeth,  210in.,  21  per  cent.  ; 
W.  N.  Goddard,  219in..  21  9  per  cent. ;  R.  C.  Leonard, 
2.31in.,  23-1  per  cent. ;  C.  M.  Roof,  246in.,  24  6  per  cent. ; 
W.  H.  Hammett,  285in.,  28'5  per  cent. 

This  was  a  very  pretty  contest,  and  all  the 
casters  showed  some  delicacy  while  casting, 
although  that  was  not  a  condition  required  by  the 
rules.    Mr.  Hewitt,  the  winner,  and  Mr.  Roof  are 


especially  graceful  casters,  and  the  accuracy  of 
the  former  was  uniform.  Mr.  Roof  made  one 
wild  cast  of  5ft.,  which  injured  his  otherwise  good 
score.  Similar  stray  casts  of  3ft.  spoiled  tha 
chances  of  Mr.  Brandeth,  and  they  all  made  one 
or  two  wild  casts,  Mr.  Hewitt  having  one  of  4ft. 
Friday,  Jan.  14,  at  8  p.m. 

Class  C. — Li?ht  fly  rod  contest.  Distance  only.  The 
rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  5uz.,  with  an  allowance  of 
|oz.  for  solid  reel  seat.  Open  only  to  those  who  have 
never  cast  more  than  75ft  in  any  similar  contest.  Judges, 
R.  N.  Parish,  Lody  Smith.    Referee,  C.  G.  Levison. 

W.  N.  Goddard,  83ft. ;  Eddie  Mills,  74ft.  6in.  ;  C.  M. 
Roof,  74ft. ;  W.  H.  Hammett,  67ft.  Gin. 

Here  little  Eddie  Mills  came  out  second,  and 
beat  his  record  of  the  day  before  by  over  6ft.,  but 
did  not  appear  half  as  proud  of  it  as  his  father 
did. 

Saturday,  Jan.  15,  at  3  p.m. 

Class  D. — Light  fly  rod  contest.  Distance  only.  The 
rod  must  not  exceed  4oz.  in  weight,  with  an  allowance  of 
|oz.  for  solid  reel  seat.  Open  onljr  to  thoje  who  have 
never  cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any  similar  contest.  Judges, 
I.  B.  Stewart,  R.  B.  Lawrence.    Referee,  Fred  Mathe  •. 

P.  C.  Hewitt,  88ft.  6m. ;  W.  N.  Goddard,  86ft. ;  F.  N. 
Peet,  79ft. ;  Eddie  Mills,  C9ft. 

As  there  had  never  been  a  similar  contest  the 
rule  ban-ed  none,  except  those  who  are  excluded 
by  Rule  2,  which  says :  "  No  one  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  any  contest,  except  those  '  open  to 
all,'  who  has  ever  fished  for  a  living;  who  has 
ever  been  a  guide,  or  has  been  engaged  in  either 
the  manufacture  or  sale  of  fishing  tackle." 
Saturday,  Jan.  15,  at  8  p.m. 

Class  E. — Obstacle  fly  rod  casting.  Distance  only. 
Open  to  all.  Rods  and  length  of  leiders  unrestricted.  A 
horizontal  bar,  under  which  the  cist  must  bs  made,  will 
be  placed  in  front  of  the  contestint  at  a  distance  of  30ft., 
and  6ft.  above  the  level  of  the  tank.  Judges,  Joseph 
Wilcox,  R.  N.  Parish.    Referee,  Hon.  Daniel  O'Reilly. 

R.  C.  Leonard,  71ft. ;  P.  C.  Hewitt.  69ft. ;  E.  R.  Hewitt, 
62ft. ;  C.  M.  Roof,  61ft. ;  F.  N.  Peet,  59ft. ;  W.  N. 
Goddard,  54ft. 

This  is  a  remarkable  record  of  distance  under 
the  difficult  conditions.  Some  of  the  contestants 
dropped  on  one  knee,  others  on  both  knees,  and 
they  assumed  various  postures.  To  their  right 
were  deer  heads  and  horns  on  a  level  with  their 
feet,  part  of  an  exhibit  on  the  main  floor  below, 
and  this  prevented  swinging  the  rod  low  down  to 
make  the  back  cast  upward,  and  the  forward  one 
with  a  horizontal,  rising  swing,  and  so  there  was 
an  obstacle  not  provided  for  in  the  rules.  The 
platform  had  been  removed,  or  there  would  have 
been  more  lines  and  leaders  festooned  on  the  bar 
than  we  saw,  for  this  was  not  infrequent. 

An  incident  of  Saturday  was  the  appearance  of 
a  lady  who  practised  for  the  contest  on  Monday 
afternoon,  but  the  hour  of  going  to  press  forbids 
a  report  of  the  work  of  the  ladies. — Forest  and 
Stream. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  EED-LETTEE 
DAYS,  AND  OTHER  TOPICS.* 

If  there  is  one  thing  a  sportsman  enjoys  it  is 
looking  back  on  days  which  are  commonly  called 
"  red-letter  days." 

Why  these  special  days  are  so  well  remembered 
is  that  they  are  so  few  and  far  between,  that 
we  cannot  help  but  think  of  them  often,  and 
wish  for  subseqirent  editions. 

I  presume  many  can  imagine  the  comfort  of 
sitting  by  the  fireside  on  a  cold  winter  night, 
looking  through  an  old  fly  or  tackle  book,  or 
overhauling  a  superannuated  rod,  which,  on 
account  of  the  value  set  on  it  in  bygone  days,  U 
still  allowed  a  corner  in  the  lumber  room. 

That  201b  pike,  which  for  fifteen  long  years  has 
been  glaring  through  the  glass  front  of  his 
prison,  hanging  against  the  wall,  has  heard 
many  a  guess  made  as  to  his  weight,  and  over  a 
hundred  times  has  he  heard  related  the  story  of 
his  capture — and  there  he  remains  to  hear  it  told 
another  hundred  times. 

That  41b.  trout  on  the  opposite  wall  of  the  room 
only  knows  one  thing,  that  in  his  gi-eed  for  May 
Plies  he  once  made  a  fatal  mistake ;  and  yet  he 
has  to  hear  aU  the  boasting  of  his  captor  without 
being  able  to  say  "  'twas  luck,  not  science  did  it." 
Here  are  also  21b.  roach,  specimen  dace,  chub,  and 
perch. 

What  are  the  feelings  of  the  angler  in  his 
sanctum,  the  walls  of  which  are  adorned  with  the 

*  Being  a  Paper  read  by  Mr.  C.  de  Boinville  ("  Sam 
o'Fario  ")  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  before  the  anglers  of 
the  diBtrict,  in  February,  1897. 
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above  trophies  Through  the  curling  and  frag- 
rant cloud  he  can  see  the  exact  spot  where  he 
took  the  fish,  the  bait  or  hook  which  brought  his 
quaii7  to  grief ;  he  can  feel  the  bending  of  the 
ti-usty  greenheart,  hear  the  screech  of  the  reel. 
...  In  fact,  in  his  haK  dream  he  is  enjoying  all 
the  sport  again. 

As  to  the  gudgeon,  some  may  perhaps  smile  at 
the  idea  of  "  a  red-letter  day  "  in  connection  with 
the  small  fish  we  call  gudgeon.  Certainly,  he  is 
not  much  as  regards  size,  but  fortunately  his 
qualities  as  an  edible  fish  are  beyond  dispute ;  and 
when  properly  fried,  and  served  up  crisp  and  hot 
with  lemon  and  cayenne,  he  is  a  dish  fit  for  a  king. 

Then,  as  gudgeon  are  gregarious,  when  once 
they  are  found  the  angler  may  expect  a  little 
lively  sport.  AU  he  need  do  is  to  keep  the  shoal 
together  and  within  reach  of  his  small  red  worm. 

On  the  Thames  we  rake  for  gudgeon.  Having 
selected  a  swim,  say,  some  4ft.  deep,  where  the 
gentle  current  is  running  over  a  clear  gravelly 
bottom,  we  fix  our  punt  or  boat  across.  Then 
putting  over  the  gunwale  a  heavy  iron  rake,  we 
proceed  to  rake  the  gravel  backwards  and  for- 
wards for  three  or  four  minutes  or  longer,  and 
just  on  the  spot  we  are  about  to  fish.  The  hook, 
baited  with  the  half  of  a  red  worm,  is  then  dropped 
in,  and  away  goes  the  little  float,  the  bait  just 
skimming  the  bottom.  It  is  allowed  to  drift 
down  some  20ft.  to  2.5ft.  before  being  brought 
back  to  the  starting  point.  Generally  the  sport 
is  fast  and  furious.  As  soon  as  the  fish  show  any 
signs  of  leaving  off  feeding,  then  the  vigorous 
raking  is  resorted  to  again,  and  the  whole  process 
is  repeated.  I  have  known  a  swim  yield  sport  the 
whole  of  a  day. 

In  years  gone  by  gudgeon  raking  was  a  fad  on 
the  Thames,  but  it  is  hard  work,  and  not  so  much 
of  it  is  now  done.  Moreover,  gudgeon  were 
getting  scarce,  though  of  late  some  considerable  im- 
provements, both  in  numbers  and  size,  is  reported. 

One  August  day,  some  ten  years  since,  an 
angler  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  John  Bond,  of 
Kingston-on-Thames,  joined  me  on  one  of  these 
raking  expeditions,  and  between  us  we  accounted 
for  twenty-seven  dozen  and  eleven  fish.  We 
fished  from  11  to  4,  taking  a  rest  of  three 
iiuarters  of  an  horn-  for  refreshment. 

It  was  rather  warm  in  the  August  sun,  and  our 
attendant,  who  had  the  hardest  part  of  the  work 
to  do— that  is,  the  raking— had  also  to  keep  our 
score.  On  winding  up,  the  result  was  I  could 
only  account  for  thirteen  dozen  and  eleven  fish 
against  my  friend's  fourteen  dozen.  Beaten  by 
one  fish  only !  That  same  night  the  whole  of  this 
catch  was  served  up  at  a  Masonic  dinner,  held  at 
the  Sun  Hotel,  of  which  friend  Bond  was  the  host, 
and  this  unexpected  dish  was  greatly  appreciated. 

Among  the  dace.  In  the  North  of  England  we 
do  not  know  what  dace  fishing  means.  We  get  a 
few,  and  occasionally  some  fine  specimens,  but  for 
quantity,  and  I  may  also  say  for  quality,  there  is 
no  water  to  beat  the  Thames. 

The  process  is  very  similar  to  tliat  mentioned 
in  gudgeon  fishing,  but  the  rake  is  used  behind 
the  punt  or  boat,  woi-ked  continuously  and  up- 
stream, so  that  the  swim  is  not  distui-bed,  but  only 
discoloured  by  the  particles  of  gravel  and  dirt 
which  float  down,  thus  attracting  the  dace  and 
keepmg  them  together.  The  bait  generaUy  used 
is  a  small  red  worm,  though  small  pieces  of 
scratchings  are  a  not  unlikely  lure. 

'^^3  style  of  fishing,  which  is  resorted  to  during 
the  frosty  winter  months,  is  pretty  hard  work,  and 
well  calculated  to  keep  up  the  circulation  of  the 
blood.  If  two  men  go  out  together  and  take  up 
the  rod  and  rake  in  turn,  a  very  pleasant  day  may 
be  spent,  however  cold  the  weather. 

The  number  of  fish  taken  is  not  nearly  so  large 
as  m  gudgeon  fishing,  but  the  best  dace  of  the 
year  as  regards  size  and  |condition  are  accounted 
tor  m  this  way :  On  the  day  in  question  we  made 
a  capital  haul,  eight  dozen  and  three  fish,  weigh- 
ing a  little  over  271b.  The  peculiarity  is  that, 
whereas  we  took  these  ninety-nine  fish  in  little 
over  three  and  a  half  hours,  we  fished  on  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  try  and  make  up  a 
level  hundred,  but  in  vain.  The  fish  had  gone 
dead  off  feed,  and  it  was  dark  when  we  had  to 
acknowledge  ourselves  beaten. 

In  1884,  fishing  near  Steven's  Eyot,  on  the 
ihames,  below  Kingston  Bridge,  I  had  a  take  of 
lunety-nme  perch.  Iq  this  instance  also  I  lost 
the  better  part  of  an  hour  trying  for  the 
Hundredth,  but  failed  in  the  attempt.    The  bulk 
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of  these  perch  were  very  small,  many  of  them  not 
up  to  the  legal  standard  of  Bin.,  so  after  counting 
the  catch  very  carefully,  all,  with  the  exception 
of  half  a  dozen  i-pounders.  were  returned  to  theii 
native  element. 

Thirty  years  ago,  in  August,  1867, 1  was  fishing 
with  Mr.  Alcard,  the  traffic  engineer  of  the  French 
Western  Railway,  at  Cherbourg,  in  Normandy. 
After  driving  some  five  miles  to  the  stream,  we 
were  compelled  to  put  up  at  a  small  roadside  inn 
for  a  couple  of  hours,  on  account  of  a  terrific 
thunderstorm  and  torrents  of  rain.  Mr.  Alcard 
thought  of  driving  home,  as  the  stream  was  too 
full  and  coloured.  Not  wishing,  however,  to 
disappoint  me,  he  said  he  would  try  a  cast  or  two. 
We  were  fly  fishing,  and  did  very  little  at  first, 
when  suddenly  the  trout  began  to  rise  like  mad 
in  all  directions. 

We  fished  on,  and  fiUed  first  my  creel,  then 
emptying  it  into  the  larger  receptacle  carried  by 
my  friend,  we  filled  it  again,  and  at  dusk  left 
the  river  bank,  making  tracks  for  the  inn,  with 
about  as  heavy  a  load  as  my  young  shoulders 
could  well  can-y. 

There  were  ninety-nine  fish,  among  them  three 
or  four  beauties  of  between  lib.  and  lilb.,  which 
now  I  know  were  sea  trout,  but  were  called  in 
that  part  of  the  world  "  silver  trout." 

To  return  to  the  Thames,  however,  I  must 
mention  a  day  with  the  perch  at  a  spot  half-way 
between  Kingston  Bridge  and  Teddington  Lock, 
in  October,  188U,  with  John  Johnson  as  my 
attendant,  and  paternosteiing  with  minnow  we 
landed  thirty-seven  perch,  weighing  24^1b. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  mention  that  we  invariably 
used  the  very  finest  of  undrawn  gut,  and  often 
di-awn  gut  as  far  as  the  hook  length  was  con- 
cerned, so  could  take  no  liberties  with  either  fish 
or  tackle. 

For  many  years  perch  fishing  on  the  Thames 
had  fallen  off  considerably,  but  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  reports  to  hand  from  the  various  stations 
within  the  last  two  years  show  things  have  been 
looking  up. 

I  shall  have  nothing  sensational  to  tell  you 
about  pike.  As  regards  size.  I  have  never  taken 
a  jack  over  141b..  and  the  largest  Thames  jack  I 
have  landed  was  under  lOlb.  But  as  to  numbers, 
I  must  say  that  "  Father  Thames  "  has  l^een  very 
good  to  me. 

On  August  Bank  Holiday,  1886,  an  enthusiastic 
angler  asked  me  to  accompany  him  to  Teddington 
weir  reach.  It  was  a  terribly  hot  afternoon  when 
at  2  p.m.  we  reached  the  floating  barrier  behind 
the  weir.  On  Bank  Holidays  the  Thames  is 
crowded  ^vith  pleasure  craft  of  every  description, 
and  at  this  spot  in  particular,  just  at  the  entrance 
of  the  lock  cut,  we  were  pretty  well  mobbed  by 
oarsmen  more  or  less  expert  in  the  art  of  rowing. 
We  had  only  eleven  live  baits  between  us.  We 
were  using  gut  paternoster  tackle,  and  after 
catching  a  small  fish  I  unluckily  sprung  the 
second  joint  of  my  rod.  and  thus  crippled  could 
not  put  as  much  pressui-e  as  I  could  have  wished 
on  the  fish,  theriby  losing  several.  However,  with 
this  smaU  stock  of  bait,  and  all  other  drawbacks, 
we  accounted  for  thirteen  fish,  weighing  from  31b. 
to  42lb.  each  ;  a  total  weight  of  411b. 

Two  years  later,  in  September,  '88,  I  had 
another  couple  of  hom-s  among  the  pike,  this 
time  in  the  pool  below  Molesey  Weir.  I  began 
fishing  at  6  a.m.  At  9  o'clock  I  was  sitting  down 
at  breakfast,  having  brought  home  six  jack  from 
oilb.  to  6i>lb.,  and  two  perch,  lilb.  and  lib. 

On  another  occasion — fishing  the  Middlesex 
side  behind  Tagg's  Island,  above  Molesey  Weir 
— I  took  twenty-two  jack  in  a  very  short  time. 
All  were  returned  to  the  river  to  gi-ow  larger,  one 
only  being  retained  for  "  luck." 

The  great  ambition  of  the  majority  of  Thames 
anglers  is  to  be  in  a  position  to  say,  "  I  have 
killed  a  51b.,  71b.,  or  101b.  trout";  and  when  he 
has  reached  this,  the  ''acme"  of  his  ambition, 
you  waut  to  cap  it  by  one  something  larger.  I 
carefully  fished  two  or  three  of  the  Thames  weirs 
for  eight  seasons  in  succession  before  I  had 
reached  the  goal.  My  first  Thames  trout  was 
one  of  21b.,  killed  in  Windsor  Old  River;  then 
the  following  week  one  of  same  weight,  and  a 
pure  Loch  Leven,  killed  on  fly  above  Caversham 
Bridge.  On  the  opening  day  of  the  season.  1SS8. 
I  landed  a  small  fish  of  lib.  at  the  Molesey 
Weir;  but  this,  of  course,  had  to  be  returned,  as 
the  Thames  standard  is  16in. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  SEVERN  FISHERY  BOARD 
AXD  SEVERN  ANGLERS. 


We  have  to  thank  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  for  copies  of 
the  Report  for  the  year  1897,  and  beg  to  con- 
gratulate  him  on  his  unanimous  re-election  as 
chairman  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board,  of 
which  we  give  an  account,  taken  from  the 
BirminrjhaDi  Daily  Post. 

Mr.  Willis  Bund  has  worked  for  so  many  years 
so  devotedly  for  what  he  considers  the  best 
interests  of  the  board,  that  we  are  sorry  to  have  to 
disagree  with  him  on  any  matter,  but  we  feel 
very  strongly  that  his  treatment  and  proposed 
treatment  of  the  vast  majority  of  Severn  anglers 
is,  to  say  the  least,  a  grave  mistake.  His  view  is 
that  salmon  and  trout  and  coarse  fish  cannot 
possibly  thrive  together,  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  the  coarse  fish,  he  says  : 

."  37.— I  recommend  the  Board  to  allow  the  us^'  of  two 
kinds  of  ne's  without  restriction  on  the  mesh  in  any  case, 
and  if  one  kind  of  net  alone  is  used,  not  to  put  any  re- 
striction on  the  mode  of  using  it.  Iain  quite  oware  thai 
this  />■  opposfd  to  all  the  vieirs  of  all  the  anglers ;  bn'  I 
still  recommriid  if  (1)  Because  if  the  coarse  fish  are 
to  be  got  rid  of  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better  for 
the  river ;  (2)  Because  I  believe  it  will  be  the  most 
effective  way  of  doing  it ;  and  (3)  Because,  in  my  opinion, 
the  interests  to  l.e  mainly  considered  are  those  of  the 
persons_  who  have  legal  rights  in  the  Severn ;  these  are, 
in  my  view,  the  owners  and  occupiers  and  the  persons  the 
owners  and  occupiers  allow  to  fish.  I  believe  that  the  views 
of  the  majority  of  these  persons  coincide  with  mine.  They 
are  the  only  persons  who  have  any  ri'jht  to  be  considered  ; 
and  the  board,  as  a  publie  body  dealing  with  legal  rights, 
cannot  and  ought  mt  to  consider  the  outside  feeling  as 
against  the  ^^ews  of  the  legal  owners  whose  property  is  being 
dealt  with.  It  is  true  the  anglers  talk  of  their  thousand.- ; 
but  although  these  numbers  may  esist  they  do  not  visit 
the  Severn  district,  as  is  shown  from  a  letter  addressed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  Provincial  Anglers'  Association  to  the 
Worcestershire  County  Council,  asking  that  body  to  place 
more  anglers  on  this  board.  The  secretary  writps  '  on 
behalf  of  nearly  8000  anglers  who  more  or  less  fish  the 
Severn.'  While  I  am  always  desirous  to  promote  the 
cause  of  angling,  yet  when  it  comes  to  a  question  between 
the  rights  of  landowners  and  the  wishes  of  gentlemen  who 
are  good  enough  to  honour  the  river  '  more  or  less  '  with 
their  presence,  I  feel  no  doubt  as  to  the  course  I  ought  to 
urge  the  board  to  take." 

We    think  those  who    have  or  claim  any 
''  rights  "  in  the  Severn  will  be  very  short-sighted 
if  they  listen  to  such  counsel  as  this. 
What  would  its  effect  be  ? 

Unquestionably  to  most  seriously  reduce  the 
income  of  the  board  from  anglers'  licences. 

To  raise  up  a  spirit  of  enmity  against  the 
board,  which  will  do  far  more  harm  than  the 
coarse  fish  do  to  the  salmon  and  trout,  and  cause 
I  great  increase  in  expense  for  watching  the 
river  and  its  tributaries. 

There  are  some  interesting  tables  given  in  the 
appendix  to  the  report,  but  one  we  looked  in  vain 
for  was  a  table  of  the  numbers  and  weights  of 
salmon  killed  over  the  fourteen  years  referred  to 
in  the  appendix. 

We  firmly  believe  that  such  a  table,  going  back 
twenty-five  years,  would  conclusively  show  that 
to  attempt  to  destroy  the  sport  of  thousands  of 
anglers  liring  in  the  Severn  district  in  order  to 
imjjrove  the  salmon  fishery  would  be  an  act  of 
ruthless  folly.  These  are  strong  words,  but  Mr. 
Willis  Bund  uses  strong  words,  and  will  not 
grumble  at  our  doing  so. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  that  the  Severn 
Board's  income  from  aU  sources  for  the  year  1897' 
was  £1162  17s.  lid.  (we  cannot  understand  this, 
because  in  the  abstract  of  accounts  given  in  the 
appendix  it  appears  to  be  over  £1.300),  and  the 
expenditui-e  £1405  143. 5d. ;  and  the  salmon  taken 
last  season  numbered,  according  to  Mr.  Willis 
Bund's  estimate,  15,000,  averaging  loijlb.  We 
have  no  complete  data  before  us,  but  this, 
according  to  Mr.  WiUis  Bund's  own  statement,  is 
about  the  same  as  the  take  for  1896. 

Now,  if  we  have  worked  out  the  average 
correctly  (and  we  have  taken  the  numbers  for  each 
year  from  Mr.  WiUis  Bund's  own  table  in  his 
'  Salmon  Problems,"  p.  137),  we  find  that  the 
numbers  for  the  two  last  seasons,  15,000  each, 
have  been  nearly  as  good  as  the  average  of  the 
whole  sixteen  years.  1869  to  1884,  which  was  about 
16,500 ;  in  fact,  if  you  deduct  half  the  quite 
phenomenal  year  1883,  when  the  take  was  30,000, 
there  is  very  little  difference. 

If  this  is  correct,  what  reason  is  there  for  saying 
that  the  action  of  the  anglers  in  protecting  the 
coarse  fish  is  ruining  the  salmon  fishing.    It  is 
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absurd  on  the  face  of  it,  and  especially  when  one 
remembers  that  there  have  always  been  great 
(juantities  of  coarse  fish  in  the  Severn,  and  sport 
with  them  was  far  better  in  the  sixties,  seventies, 
and  eighties  than  since  anglers  have  increased 
so  largely. 

But  what  does  seem  to  us  extraordinary  is  that 
while  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  board 
have  doubled  since  the  years  1869-84,  the  result 
in  fish  is  practically  the  same  as  regards  numbers. 
Whether  the  weights  have  fallen  off  we  cannot 
say,  but  Mr.  Willis  Bund  would  surely  hardly  lay 
fhaf  to  the  blame  of  the  poor  coarse  fish  angler, 
even  if  it  is  so  ! 

Here  are  the  figures  for  the  year  endinsr 
Aug.  31,  1872: 

Severn  Board.  .£   s.  d. 

Receipts   626   7  2 

Expenditure    665  12  3 

It  was  one  of  the  worst  years  as  regards 
numbers  of  fish  caught,  viz.,  9500,  of  an  average 
of  161b.  In  1879  (nearly  twenty  years  ago)  the  take 
was  equally  bad ;  and  yet  when  they  get  15,000 
in  1896,  and  15,000  in  1897,  they  are  going  to 
throw  away  an  income  of  hundi-eds  a  year  from 
anglers,  and  expect  by  so  doing  to  increase  the 
number  of  salmon  they  will  get. 

No ;  the  Severn  salmon  fishery  is  not  to  be 
mended  by  such  a  policy,  though  it  quite 
possibly  may  be  ended,  for  we  trust  that  Severn 
anglers  will  not  consent  to  be  wiped  out  without 
rhyme  or  reason. 

When  Mr.  Willis  Bund  and  the  Severn  Board 
have  got  the  pollution  of  the  Severn  stopped, 
proper  fish  passes  in  good  order,  regulated  the 
net  fishing  fairly,  and  properly  protected  the 
spawning  grounds  of  the  Severn — then  it  wiU  be 
time  to  try  to  turn  thousands  of  honest  Severn 
anglers  into  bitter  opponents,  and  perhaps  worse. 

We  think  the  objections  of  Messrs.  Wingfield 
and  Coles  to  the  proposed  policy  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Severn  Board  most  moderate  and  reasonable, 
and  we  again  express  the  hope  that  the  policy  of 
the  board  will  be  to  meet  the  anglers  fairly. 

We  have  not  space  to  refer  at  present  to  Mr, 
Willis  Bund's  new  suggestions  as  regards  owners 
of  private  fisheries,  but  it  looks  as  if  he  had 
a  fishing  rod  in  pickle  for  them  also. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


 River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 

should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dimstan's  House,  Fetter-Ian'!,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

^30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ti>o  min.  for  Kew. 

ArtdJ*"   "     1'    Putney.  \Arij'^^   «     v  Richmond. 

)45  „  ,,  Hammersmith.  ■^"'^"Sso  „  „  Twickenham. 
(50   „     „    Barnes.  (85    ,,     „  Teddington, 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-siream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridoe. 

Morning.  Evening:. 

Saturday,  l'eli.    o    1.17    1.3S 

Sunday,        ,,     fi    1.57    2.15 

Monday,       „    7   2.32    2.48 

Tuesday,       „     S    3.  3    3.19 

Wednesday,  ,,     9    3.35    3.51 

Thursday,     „   10   ;   4.  8    4.25 

Friday,         „  U    4  42    4.59 

High  Water  at  Ambbelbt  and  Pulborough. 

„  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.    1.57    2.18 

Sunday,       ,,     (I   2.37    2.55 

Monday,       ,,    7    3.12    3.28 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborougli  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Eemarks.  —  The 
published  results  so  far  of  jack  fishing  have  not  yet 
realised  the  great  expectations  that  had  been  predicted 
through  the  capture  of  so  many  good  ones  in  the  earlier 
portions  of  the  season,  and  may  be  attributed  to  the 
scarcity  of  jack  anglers,  as  in  days  gone  by ;  and  the  fish 
will  very  S30n  be  in  a  forward  state  for  other  purposes, 
when  tiiey  are  best  left  alone.  We  are  now  continually 
hearing  of  small  trout  being  caught  in  the  nets  of  the  nets- 
men  below  the  Isleworth  Church  JFerry,  where  they  are 
allowed  by  the  bye-laws  to  do  so  ;  but  the  men  are  careful 
enough  ro  inform  hfad  river  keeper  William  Douglas,  of 
the  T.A.P  S  ,  of  their  capture,  and  he  is  always  ready  to 
fetch  them  and  pay  the  usual  leward  of  half-a-crown.  On 
Friday  in  last  week  he  sent  me  the  following  note :  "  I 
fetched  another  trout  from  H.  Pearce,  of  Brentford, 
yesterday  (Wednesday).    It  was  a  nice  fish  of  SJlb., 


and  21in.  in  length.  I  took  it  up  to  Kingston, 
where  it  was  put  in  the  river  by  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall, 
J. P.,  from  his  garden  steps.  I  piid  the  usual  fee  for 
it."  I  notice  the  efforts  are  being  renewed  by  the 
T.A.P. S.  with  the  L  n-d  Chamberlain  for  the  removal  of 
the  barren  swans  from  the  river  daring  the  spawning 
season.  These  birds  have  always  been  a  great  trouble  and 
anxiety  to  the  committee,  and  no  one  ever  did  more  in 
their  removal  than  the  late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland  when  he 
was  a  member  of  that  body,  and  he  succeeded  in  getting 
a  large  reduction  in  their  number  made.  Now,  in  addition 
we  have  an  enormous  quantity  of  ducks,  which  are 
greater  depredators  than  the  swans,  and  the  reports 
I  had  last  year  were  most  distressing  to  hear  of  their 
destruction  of  the  ova.  So  far  nothing  can  be  done  with 
the  ducks  and  with  the  swans  ;  it  requires  the  removal  of 
the  barren  birds  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  the  two 
City  Companies,  respecting  which  immediate  action  is  to  be 
taken.  Any  work  without  reference  to  previous  records 
will  always  be  valued  and  appreciated  by  me  and  by 
the  anglers  generally  of  our  fine  old  river. — B. 

  (Chertsey).— Mr.  Wolnfield,  fishing  at  Penton 

Hook  with  J.  Collier,  caught  a  nice  jack  of  15|lb., 
measuring  37ia.  in  length  and  19in.  round  the  girth.  It 
has  been  sent  for  preservation. — B. 

— ;-  (Cookham).— During  the  last  fortnight  in  this 
district  the  weather  has  been  most  favourable  for  angling, 
the  water  being  in  splendid  condition,  and  fish  feeding  well. 
The  local  anglers  and  visitors  have  made  large  catches  of 
perch,  chub,  dace,  roach,  and  especially  pike,  which  are  in 
fins  condition,  one  party  landing  301b.,  and  another  221b, 
in  one  day,  the  largest  pike  scaling  12Jlb.,  and  the  average 
weight  being  5|lb.  The  Queen's  Piscatorials  Club  visited 
here  on  Jan.  30,  when  twenty-five  members  had  an  exciting 
competition,  bank  fishing.  The  local  fishermen  ai-e  wel, 
supplied  with  live  baits,  and  are  very  obliging. — Visitor 

 (Datchet). — John  Keene  reports:  "Two  dayi 

with  Mr.  Wilson,  801b.  of  jack,  roach,  and  perch  (two  of 
the  largest  jack  weighed  together  201b.,  and  some  of  the 
perch  scaled  l|lb.  each)  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  George 
Shepherd,  201b.  of  roach,  chub,  and  jack  (tha  largest 
jack  weighing  81b.)  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Martin,  six 
jack  and  two  brace  of  chub  (the  largest  jack  lO^lb." 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Mott_,  one  brace  of  jack  and  a  few 
roach  (the  largest  jack  weighing  Gib.) ;  and  another  day, 
with  Mr.  O'Dowd,  four  brace  of  chub  (the  largest  2Jlb  ) 
and  one  jack  " — B. 

 (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  says 

"  There  has  not  been  much  done  this  week,  as  there 
have  not  been  any  punts  out.  There  were  a  good  many 
bank  anglers  down  on  the  30th  ult  ,  and  most  of  them 
had  some  good  takes  of  roach  and  dace.  The  water  is  in 
good  order  for  all  fishing.  Owing  to  the  mildness  of  the 
weather  the  trout  are  very  forward;  you  can  see  them 
feeding  as  though  it  were  the  month  of  April,  and  shows 
well  for  a  good  season." — B. 

  (Henley). — River  in  good  condition  for  all-round 

fishing.  There  has  been  some  good  takes  of  pike  by  the 
following:  Jan.  29,  Mr.  Woodhouse,  with  G.  Vaughan, 
four,  best  brace  IGlb. ;  Messrs.  Hall  and  Miller,  with  W. 
Vaughan,  five,  best  brace  231b.  30th,  a  local  angler,  one, 
5flb. ;  Mr.  W.  Neal,  two,  best  fish  OJlb. ;  Mr.  Neal, 
fishing  with  Vaughan,  jun.,  two,  best  fish  4Jlb.  Myself, 
with  Arlett  for  an  hour  or  two,  31st,  three,  best  fish  5Jlb., 
and  a  few  good  roach ;  Mr.  Cartlaud,  with  James,  two, 
best  fish  4Jlb.  I  hear  of  a  local  angler,  fishing  with  Young 
at  Medmenham  last  week,  having  a  nice  lot  of  pike,  total 
391b.  Koach  fishing  has  been  very  quiet ;  only  small  bags 
made. — J.  W.  Read. 

— ;—  (Kingston). — The  anglers  have  been  successful  in 
getting  some  good  roach  and  dace. — B. 

  (Marlow).  —  Since  my  last  our  list  of  local 

captures  has  included  a  jack  of  9|lb.,  by  Mrs.  Hutchins, 
wile  of  the  Temple  Look  keeper  ;  another  of  141b.,  by 
Mr.  Scott,  of  Hurley  ;  another  of  1.510.,  by  Mr.  Frith,  of 
Marlow.  This  last  is  the  prettiest  and  btst  conditioned 
fish  I  have  seen  this  season,  and  is  in  my  hands  for  pre- 
servation. Mr.  Usher,  of  London,  has  done  well  amongst 
the  roach  and  chub.  The  latest  item  is  a  jack  or  jill,  39in. 
long,  girth  of  body  14in.,  girth  of  head  15in.  ;  not  being 
preserved. — C.  L.  Mathews. 

 (Richmond). — The  anglers  have  been  doing  well 

amongst  the  roach  and  dace,  and  some  roach  of  over 
lib.  each  have  been  creeled. — B. 

  (Sunhury).— The  punts  have  been  fairly  well 

employed,  and  the  anglers  have  done  good  business  with 
roach,  dace,  perch,  and  jack. — B. 

  (Staines). — Charles  Hone  has  been  to  Datchit 

for  one  day  with  Mr.  Westley  and  Mr.  Templeman,  who 
have  creeled  201b.  of  roach  ;  and  at  Staines,  one  day,  with 
Mr.  Parsons  and  Mr.  Macdonald,  121b.  of  roach  ;  another 
day,  some  good  chub,  the  largest  31b. ;  and  another  day, 
with  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  six  jack,  the  largest  61b.  9oi!. — B. 

- —  (Teddington). — W.  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Islip  and  Mr.  Curtis,  three  barbel  and  a  jack  of  71b.  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Cooper,  seventeen  barbel,  the 
largest  S^lb.  ;  half  a  day,  with  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Hemingway,  three  barbel,  the  largest  71b. ;  and  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Neville,  of  the  Brentford  Piscatorials, 
thirteen  barbel. — B. 

  (Twickenham).— C.  Brown,  in  two  days,  three 

and  a  half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  R.  Spong,  in  three 
days,  401b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a  bream  of  3lb.  John 
Sp  ing,  in  one  day,  121b.  of  roach  and  dace  ;  and  H. 
Spiers,  in  two  days,  321b.  of  roach  and  dace. — B. 

  (Windsor    District).  —  Most  extraordinary 

weather  for  time  of  year  has  prevailed  here ;  in  fact  the 
temperature  lately  must  be  equal  to  the  South  of  France. 
Even  birbel  have  been  taktn  here,  three  beiug  taken 
recently  from  the  bank  by  Mr.  Baton.  Absence  of  rain 
has  kept  the  river  low,  and  at  time  of  writing  it  is  below 
summer  level.  Good  sport  has  been  had,  more  especially 
amongst  the  jack,  though  size  has  not  been  extraordinary. 


What  would  have  been  the  best  fish  was  found  floating 
down  the  liver,  dead,  with  the  tackle  hanging  from  its 
mouth.  It  should  have  weighed  about  lOlb.  Mr.  Pearce, 
of  New  Lodge,  had  one  of  71b. ,  with  four  others ;  Mr. 
Shorter,  of  Eton  College,  also  had  one,  71b. ;  and  Mr. 
Gomm,  of  Brentford,  showed  me  a  nice ,  fish  of  about 
61b.,  with  five  others,  all  sizeable.  I  saw  "Bob"  - 
Plummer,  sen,,  in  Eton  to-day.  He  said  a  Mr. 
Thomas,  with  his  son,  yesterday  had  taken  six  fish,  a 
level  lot,  31b.  to  41b.  each.  A  few  chub,  roach,  and  perch 
have  been  taken,  but  1  can  hear  of  no  really  good  bags, 
though  weather  right  for  the  roach ;  hardly  cold  enough 
for  chub.  "  Otter  "  Hone  tells  me  he  ceirly  had  another 
otter,  but  owing  to  the  swell  of  a  launch  or  tug  the  sand 
got  washed  off  the  plate,  and  he  had  the  pleasure  of  Eeeiog 
next  morning  the  impress  of  the  pads  of  two  animals  (ach 
side  of  the  trap.  Another  angler  bemoans  the  loss  of 
"  his  little  lot ;  "  this  time  all  the  skill  in  the  world  would 
have  been  of  no  avail,  as  the  monster  hooked  was  the 
tug  Defiance,  which  went  off  with  a  Thames  flight,  nice 
falmon  gut  trace,  and  about  25yd8.  of  line.  I  withhold 
name,  as  this  unfortunate  angler  has  been  sufficiently 
chaffed. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Aiun  (Pulborough).— The  river  on  Jan.  30  was  in 
good  order,  and  although  the  rain  of  the  last  two  days  has 
somewhat  discoloured  it,  it  will  right  itself  before  Feb.  6 
if  n  <  more  raia.  But  very  few  anglers  visited  here  on 
the  above  date,  and  experienced  a  cold,  wet  morning.  Mr. 
Robeit  Owen,  of  Great  Northern  Brothers,  had  a  pike  of 
16Jlb.,one  between  121b.  and  131b.,  and  two  small  ones 
(about  331b.  together).  Mr.  Brelsforth  also  had  two  of 
about  7Ib.  The  tide  on  Feb.  6  will  suit,  as  it  will  be  high  ^ 
water  about  3  p.m. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Avon  (Ringwood).  —  The  salmon  fishing  season 
opened  here  on  Wednesday  under  very  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances. The  river  was  comparatively  low  for  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  during  the  day  it  was  very  cold, 
and  there  were  occasional  hailstorms.  However,  by  eleven 
o'clock  Mr.  R.  Morant  secured  the  first  fish,  which  scaled 
22Jlb.,  and  was  in  beautiful  condition.  But  other  anglers 
were  doomed  to  disappointment  on  the  first  day.  Rain  is 
much  needed  to  swell  the  river,  so  as  to  enable  the  fish  to 
get  upstream.  There  are  several  noted  anglers  sta.ying  at 
the  White  Hart,  and,  should  i-ain  favour  thoni,  doubtless 
there  will  be  some  fish  taken  soon. — Piscatorial. 

Bure,  Norfolk  (Wrozham  District).— Angling 
is  rather  quiet  here,  although  the  weather  has  latterly  been 
singularly  mild,  calm,  and  dull,  and  the  water,  although 
somewhat  low,  in  good  condition.  I  have  not  heard  of 
very  much  having  been  done  at  either  reaching  or  pike 
fishing.  A  few  pike  from  31b.  to,  say,  91b.  have  been 
killed  on  the  Broad  and  on  private  waters,  and  rather 
small  roach  may  be  taken  in  quantities  with  paste  ;  but 
nothing  more  noteworthy  has  occurred.  Creneral  conditions 
appear  to  point  to  a  very  early  spawning  season  for  pike. 
I  have  not  sampled  the  upper  waters  for  roach  this 
season,  but  February  is  generally  an  excellent  month  for 
that  sport  in  the  Coltishall  and  Buxton  district.  Roach 
approximating  on  21b.  were  abundant  in  that  district  a 
few  years  ago,  but  the  fishing  is  not  nearly  so  good  now, 
while  pike  above  51b.  are  very  scarce.  I  am  told  that 
trout  have  spawned  very  well  in  the  tributary  streams,  and 
that  it  is  likely  to  be  a  good  season ;  but  the  only  trouting 
waters  now  accessible  by  payment  (if  no  alteration  has 
taken  place)  are  the  King's  Lynn,  Nar,  and  Gaywood 
fisheries.  The  Fakenham  Club  have,  I  believe,  reached 
the  limit  of  membership.  All  other  trout  streams  are 
strictly  preserved.  Weather  to-day  very  mild ;  S.W. 
wind,  and  rain.    Prospects  fair. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Fly  fishing  on  some  portions 
of  the  Otter,  on  the  Taw  and  Torridge,  ard  other  North 
Devon  streams  commenced  on  Tuesday,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  fish  were  forward  and  iu  capital  condition,  this 
being  no  doubt  due  to  the  mild  winter  we  have  ex- 
perienced. _  Fishing  on  the  South  Devon  streams, 
liowever,  will  not  commence  until  March  1,  on  which  date 
the  remaining  portions  of  the  other  rivers  will  open. 
Although  there  have  been  one  or  two  sharp  floods,  yet 
they  have  not  been  of  long  duration,  and  the  prospects  of 
a  good  season  are,  taken  generally,  most  favourable.  The 
pike  fishing  season,  which,  not  being  about  the  average, 
will  soon  close.  Much  better  sport  has  been  shown  during 
the  past  couple  of  weeks,  and  some  fine  fish  hive  been 
killed  in  the  Exeter  Canal.  Perch,  which  are  not  of  large 
size,  are  taking  better.  The  conservators  of  the  Taw  and 
Torridge  have  held  a  special  meeting  to  consider  the 
decision  of  the  magistrates  in  dismissing  fithermen 
summocei  under  the  new  bye-law,  which  prohibits  fishing 
in  the  estuary  between  Sept.  21  and  April  30.  Counsel's 
opinion  will  be  taken  on  the  matter,  which  is  an  important 
one,  as,  of  course,  the  bye-law  has  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  after  an  inquiry  by  their 
inspector. — Devonian. 
Feu  District  (Sonth  Lincolnshire  and  Cambs.). 
Another  week  of  mild  weather  and  January  has  ended 
as  it  began,  turning  out  the  mildest  on  record.  Anglers 
have  again  been  busy,  and  some  very  fair  baskets  have 
been  made  both  bottom  fishing  and  among  the  pike.  The 
Welland,  the  Forty-foot,  the  Glen,  and  various  drains  have 
had  patrons  ;  but  hei'e,  as  elsewhere,  both  roach  and  pike 
are  showing  signs  of  going  out  of  condition  through  the 
mild  weather.  Bags  have  varied,  and  about  201b.  of  roach 
are  among  the  best.  Stormy  weather  has  set  in  this 
week. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Fishing  in  the  Idle 
for  the  last  ten  days  has  not  been  very  rt  manerative  ; 
there  have  been  some  complaints  from  anglers  who  have 
goue  down  to  Mattersey.  The  water  is  low  and  fine. 
From  Dunham,  Laneham,  and  Rampton,  on  the  Trent, 
reports  are  very  favourable.  At  the  former  place  takes 
have  run  up  to  281b.  A  few  good  bream  have  been  got 
from  the  Deeps.  At  Laneham  the  best  take  was  201b., 
including  a  chub,  3ilb.   Pike  fisliing  is  nearly  over,  but  a 
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l)race  of  131b.  is  recorded,  and  at  Averham  a  specimen  of 
15|lb.  was  taken.  At  Bampton  there  were  some  capital 
roach  takes.  A  couple  of  anglers  in  two  days  got  nearly 
501b.,  and  another  2Slb.  (best  roach,  lib.  8oz.).— L. 

Lark  (Hengrave  and  Plempton).— The  weather 
seems  yeiy  chargeable,  hardly  two  days  alike,  consequently 
sport  is  rather  quiet.  Several  pike  have  been  killed  at 
IckliDgham  lately,  best  fish  SJlb.  Mr.  Burrell  has  taken 
as  many  as  sixty  during  the  last  two  montlis  near  Bury. 
At  this  rate  the  pike  must  be  gettiog  cleared  out.  Mr. 
W.  G.  King,  a  few  good  dace;  Mr.  A.  Kemp,  one  pike, 
3Jlb.  ;  also  Mr.  W.  E.  Land  a  few  small  pike.  The  water 
is  rather  low  and  clear,  and  is  in  want  of  a  good  rain  to 
improve  spoi  t. — A.  E.  K. 

^■ea. — Last  week  an  improvement  in  roach  fishing  was 
lopoited,  but  from  what  I  can  hear  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  maintained,  and  lesults  have  in  a  general  sense 
been  far  from  satisfactory  among  other  coarse  fish  iu  this 
river.  Eoac'a  up  to  lib.  Goz.  have  been  secured  in  the 
upper  waters,  also  perch,  dace,  pike,  &o.,  but  no  really 
good  baskets  are  reported,  though  the  water  is  in  very  fair 
order.  An  important  fishing  case,  in  which  Lord 
Salisbury's  rights  on  the  old  river  Lea  were  disputed,  has 
just  been  decided  before  the  Hertford  borough  magis- 
trates. A  man  named  Baker  had  been  summoned  at  the 
instance  of  the  Hertford  Angling  Association,  who  rented 
the  water,  for  "unlawfully  and  wilfully  attempting  to 
take  and  destroy  fish"  at  and  from  the  Town 'Meads, 
m  the  Borough  of  Hertford,  "the  said  water  not 
being  wa^.er  running  through,  or  in  any  land  adjoining 
or  belonging  to,  the  dwelling-house  of  any  person  being 
the  owner  of  such  water,  or  having  the  right  of  fishing 
therein,  and  in  which  said  water  there  then  was,  and  is,  a 
private  right  of  fishing."  The  chairman  of  the  bench  in 
giving  judgment,  said  the  case  had  been  cirefuUy  con- 
sidered. It  had  been  established  to  their  satisfaction  that 
there  was,  at  the  place  in  question,  a  private  right  of  fish- 
mg,  which  right  now  belonged  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury, 
E.G.,  and  was  originally  obtained  by  William,  Earl  of 
Sahsbury,  by  grant  from  the  Crown.  They  therefore 
convicted  the  defendant ;  but  as  the  question  had  not,  so 
far  as  they  were  aware,  been  directly  brought  before  the 
bench  before,  they  would  only  inflict  the  nominal  fine  of 
Is.,  without  costs,  and, in  default,  one  day's  imprisonment. 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon,  Ram  Hotel).— The  river 
IS  in  good  condition,  although  the  weather  has  been  rather 
unfavourable.  There  has  been  some  more  good  catches  of 
pike.  Mr.  Tomlin  his  been  amongst  them  again.  He 
caught  3rib.  weight  of  pike  averaging  01b.  to  71b.,  and 
there  have  been  several  other  good  catches.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  more  good  bags.— Isaac  Rolph. 

Itugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  espe- 
cially for  the  time  of  year,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level, 
aod  in  every  way  suitable  for  angling.  The  weather  up  to 
Wednesday  was  fine,  and  anglers  were  able  to  get  out ; 
but  on  Wednesday  a  change  came,  and  a  strong  gale  was 
blowing,  and  hailstorms  were  had.  There  has  been  a' fair 
number  of  rods  out  of  late,  and  the  flsh  have  been  moving 
at  the  fly.  No  large  dishes  of  fish  have  been  landed,  but 
fair  sport  had,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport 
when  trout  come  in. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  m  good  order,  low  and  clear  enough  for  fly  fishing, 
bport  has  been  uncertain,  in  consequence  of  the  continued 
mild  weather  through  last  month.  Grayling  have  lost 
condition  rapidly,  and  are  very  forward  in  spawn,  con- 
sequently more  sluggish.  A  gale  of  wind  set  in  last 
evening,  and  has  continued  since,  with  occasional  fierce 
storms  of  hail,  &c.,  giving  us  the  first  real  taste  of  winter. 
Up  to  yesterday  the  weather  has  been  more  like  April 
than  January— with  wild  flowers  in  bloom  and  birds 
singing  like  in  spring.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough) .  — Favoured  with  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  nice  weather,  comparatively  little  rain 
having  fallen  since  last  week,  it  is  plainly  manifest  that 
angling  prospects  in  this  district  have  improved  in  all  ways. 
The  water  is  now  in  splendid  condition  for  fishing,  and  a 
great  many  have  availed  themselves  of  the  long-waited-for 
opportunity  for  airing  their  bottled-up  resolutions  for  a 
day  s  sport  as  soon  as  the  occasion  presented  itself  while 
the  results  have  been  generally  satisfactory,  and  have 
afforded  a  quietus  to  their  long-wounded  feelings  for  the 
long  delay.  Messrs.  J.  Priestley  and  T.  Stewart  (Peter- 
borough) have  had  very  successful  fishing  in  the  Forty- 
toot,  landing  seventeen  pike,  weighing  from  101b.  to  41b 
m  the  course  of  about  four  hours.— B.  A.  S.  ' 

North  StaflPordshire  Rivers.— For  some  weeks  the 
rivers  ot  this  district  have  been  in  excellent  ply  for  angling 
ot  every  kmd,  and  we  are  hoping  that  the  severe  storm  of 
wind— blowmg  from  the  west— that  is  passing  over  us  at 
tnw  moment  (Wednesday)  will  not  spoil  thess  conditions 
and  bring  in  the  wintry  weather,  which  has  held  off  so 
long.  Ihe  chief  items  of  sport  have  fallen  to  pike  rods 
bsh  up  to  101b.  havmg  been  taken  from  private  waters! 
bix  nice  fish  from  the  Tern,  by  Mr.  Fisher,  of  the  Hanley 
Uub ;  a  brace  of  pike  from  the  Uttoxeter  length  of  the 
^ove ;  four  nice  fish  (the  largest  over  121b.)  by  Mr  A 
Booth,  Longton  ;  and  among  smaller  varieties,  Messrs. 
auck  and  Channer  made  mixed  baskets,  and  the  members 
F  W  mLE  S^^^^^S  among  perch  at  Wallgrange.— 

Otter  (Salterton,  Devon).— To-day  (Feb.  2)  is  the 
opening  ot  the  trout  season  on  our  public  water,  but  owing 
to  the  bleakness  of  the  day— cold  north-west  wind,  with 
occasional  thjwers  of  hail  and  rain-no  rods  were  out. 
ine  netters  were  at  their  usual  deplorable  work  of 
they  got  nothing  save  a  faw  con- 
temptible white  trout.  It  IS  a  crying  shame  that  this  kind 
ot  thing  should  be  allowed.  The  river  is  low  and  clear  for 
tne  time  of  year,  and  will  not  be  worth  fishing  until  a  good 
treshet  and  warmer  days  arrive.    The  best  flies  are  Blue 


Upright,  February  Red,  and  Partridge  Hackle  witli  gold 
ribbing,  all  dressed  without  wings  for  choice. —  H  eron. 

Ouse  (Denver).— As  there  is  absolutely  nothing  doing 
here  in  the  angling  department,  it  is,  of  course,  quite 
impossible  to  quote  any  report  of  sport,  bat  at  the  same 
time,_the  fact  must  be  stated  that  there  is  a  capital  stream 
running,  and  every  indication  for  good  results  to  those  who 
will  but  make  the  try.  The  weather,  too,  and  all  the 
surroundings,  are  most  enticing  for  this  period  cf  the 
year. — Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton).— The  water  is  all  that  can 
be  desired,  and  roach  are  feeding  freely.  Jack  are  still 
moving  abaut  and  on  the  feed;  two  gentlemen,  on 
Jan.  30,  killed  eight  good  fish  and  lost  four  others. 
Several  fish  have  since  been  caught.  Fine  sport  may  now 
be  expected,  as  they  will  soon  be  working  into  the  creeks 
and  bays.  There  appears  to  be  plenty  of  fish,  and  in  fine 
condition. — W.  Duckbe. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— River  keeps  in  first-rate 
condition.  We  have  had  a  very  windy  week,  but  it  has 
not  interfered  with  sport  much,  as  the  jack  continue  to 
feed  well,  and  anglers  who  can  stand  the  blowing  have  all 
been  rewarded  for  their  trouble.— A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Water  still  in  excellent  con- 
dition, fish  of  all  kinds  feeding  nicely.  Very  strong  winds 
have  kept  many  anglers  away  ;  those,  however,  who  have 
ventured  out  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  rosult.— B 
Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  water  is  still  in  [fine  condi- 
tion for  jack  fishing,  and  some  very  fair  sport  has  been 
had  srace  my  last  report.  Local  anglers  have  been  getting 
out  their  tackle  once  more,  and  several  fish  from  51b.  to 
111b.  have  been  caught,  besides  a  large  number  of  smaller 
ones.  The  three  largest  fish  which  I  have  seen  or  heard  of 
this  week  scaled  111b.,  lOJlb.,  and  91b.,  and  fell  to  th( 
rods  of  Messrs.  Hughes,  Levitt,  and  Glossop  resiiectively 
— Wm.  Nash. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— A  complete  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
weather  during  the  past  few  days,  and  it  ig  at  present 
very  unsettled,  with  high  winds  and  occasional  hailstorms 
Some  heavy  rain  has  also  fallen  amongst  the  Welsh  hills, 
and  consequently  these  rivers  are  more  or  less  flooded,  and 
what  little  sport  is  being  had  is  with  pike,  and  several  of 
these  fish  continue  to  be  taken  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  ; 
but  in  both  these  rivers  coarse  fish  appear  to  be  off  their 
feed,  and  nothing  can  be  done  by  bottom  fishing.  The 
rise  in  the  water  will,  it  is  hoped,  bring  up  a  few  salmon 
to  the  upper  waters ;  but  this  is  almost  a  forlorn  hope  in 
the  face  of  what  perils  they  have  to  encounter  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  Severn. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
weather,  that  all-important  factor  in  matters  piscatorial, 
is  cold  and  treacherous,  showers  of  sleet  chilling  the 
water,  and  putting  roach  off  feed.  Rivers  are  too  bright 
for  bott;m  fishirg,  but  pike  are  giving  sport.  Mr. 
Chissel,_  of  the  Railway  Piscatorial  Society,  when  live 
baiting  in  the  Cuckmere  river,  hookt  d  and  landed  a  pike 
of  13Jlb.,  measuring  40Jin.  from  nose  to  fork  of  tail. 
Several  small  pike  have  also  been  taken  frcm  this  water. 
The  Ouse  is  yielding  very  poor  sport ;  only  a  few  small 
pike  and  perch  have  been  taken.  CbicbestPr  Canal  is 
in  good  order,  and  lank  high.  Several  pike  have  been 
secured  during  the  week,  the  heaviest  6|lb.  It  is  a  pity 
the  authorities  do  not  take  measures  to  preserve  this 
water,  the  best  in  the  south  of  England.  Anglers  (:-)  may 
be  seen  with  a  dozen  lices  out,  baited  with  live  gorge,  and 
fish  from  lib.  to  41b.  are  hauled  on  shore  by  the'  pot 
hunters.  Up  to  the  present  time  over  300  pike  have  been 
taken,  and  will  soon  become  exterminated.— George  F 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Tuesday,  (hs  1st,  opened  very 
badly.  At  half-past  nine  a  fine  rain  and  heavy  fog  came 
over  the  rivers,  which  made  the  many  fishers  very  dis- 
heirtened,  and  fish  were  very  sluggish,  and  few  attempted 
to  accept  the  offered  artificial  dainty,  and  from  all  ac- 
counts the  catches  were  small  in  numbers.  I  got  six  nice 
well-conditioned  fish.  Some  were  lucky  with  four  brace, 
many  with  only  two  brace.  I  heard  one  fisherman,  in  the 
Bray,  bagged  thirty-one ;  but  the  trout  were  in  remarkably 
good  condition,  fat  and  good  colour.  Some  gentlemen 
were  afraid  to  venture,  as  a  report  was  circulated  that  the 
Act  said  February  2nd.  Flies  :  rough  red  and  blue,  with 
the  Blue  Upright  with  natural  colour  hackles.— Rusty 
Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  now  running  clear 
and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  up  to  Tuesday  night  was  fine  and  in  every  way 
suitable  for  anglers ;  bat  a  gale  sprung  up,  and  on  Wed- 
nesday a  strong  wind,  accompanied  with  storms  of  hail, 
was  had,  and  angling  was  quiet.  During  the  fine  weather 
anghng  has  been  better,  and  more  rods  have  been  out. 
Grayling  have  been  rising  fairly  well  at  midday,  and  a  few 
very  good  lots  of  grayling  been  taken.  The  flies  used  are 
the  Red  Tag,  Mid  Blue,  Palmer,  Red  Ant,  and  Green 
Insect.  February  Reds  have  been  out,  and  trout  have 
been  taking  them.  Trout  appear  to  be  very  forward  this 
season,  and  are  well  on  the  feel  at  present,  and  anglers 
have  of  late  had  to  return  some  very  nice  conditioned 
fish  — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  has  gone 
down  and  has  cleared,  and  is  now  running  in  capital 
order  for  grayling  fishing;  the  weather  has  tarned  cold  and 
snow  has  threatened,  and  grayling  should  te  on  the  move. 
The  weather  has  been  very  stormy  aod  windy,  and  since 
Wednesday  has  been  against  anglers  getting  out.  Before 
then  a  few  rods  were  out  and  tried  the  fly,  but  very  few 
fish  have  been  landed,  but  sport  should  be  good  if  the 
weather  takes  up.— Worcester. 

•  (Mid-Lincolnshire).  —  The  water 

in  the  \\  itham  has  lately  been  running  very  low,  and  has 
also  been  very  clear.  A  number  of  anglers  have  been  out 
on  the  lower  reaches  after  pike,  but  very  few  have  met 
with  sport.    There  have  been  fair  takes  of  roach  at 


several  places,  and  the  best  recorded  sample  was  221b., 
taken  with  gentles.  Some  of  the  best  takes  were  got 
about  Bardney  and  the  confluence  of  the  Barlings. 
Apparently  the  roach  are  making  for  the  side  streams,  as 
tliey  usually  do  later  on  when  not  deterred  by  frost.  "Tlie 
drains  about  Boston  have  been  neglected  owing  to  their 
being  so  low.  A  change  of  weather  set  in  on  Sunday, 
and  it  is  now  stormy,  should  it  continue  there  will  be  not 
only  more  wa^er  but  more  colour  in  it — Luci. 

Wje  (Builth  Wells).— Salmon  fishing  commenced 
to-day  (Feb.  2).  No  anglers  out  owing  to  river  being  in 
flood.  Kelt^  will  now  get  down,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a  fresh  run  of  fish.  Anglers  mny  oxpsct  good 
sport. — W.  B.  Robkets. 

Yore,  Whatfe,  &c.— Grayling  fishing  virtually  at  an 
end,  as  owing  to  violent  gales  all  the  above  named  rivers 
are  bank  full,  and  in  some  cases  over  their  banks. — F.  M. 
Walbrax, 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Borgie  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— During  the  past  week 
the  keeper  landed  five  salmon,  all  clean  run,  with  sea  lice 
nn.— B. 

Carron  (Ardgay,  N.B.)  — This  river  will  be  open 
next  week  for  rod  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  open  and 
favourable  for  spawning.  Taking  it  all  over,  the  prospects 
of  sport  are  most  encouraging. — B. 

Kenmore  (Loch  Tay,  N.B.).— On  the  Hotel  water, 
on  the  28th  ult.,  Mr.  Renshaw  killed  salmon,  171b.  On  the 
Reserve  water,  Macdiarmid,  keeper,  killed  salmon,  171b. 
Weather  has  been  very  stormy;  very  unfavourable  for 
fishing. — Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— Jan.  29,  Mr.  Frank  Mappin, 
one  salmon,  161b.  31st,  Mr.  G.  E.  Branson,  one,  181b. ; 
Mr.  Clephan,  one,  151b.  Feb.  1,  Mr.  Dyson,  of  Sheffield! 
one,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Bisschoff,  one,  231b.— H.  JIaisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  N.B.).  — Although  rod  angling 
opened  here  on  the  12th  ult.,  very  few  sportsmen  have 
turned  up  as  yet.  Mr.  MacHardy,  a  local  angler,  tried 
beat  No.  3,  and  landed  a  121b.  salmon  on  the  26th,  and 
one  of  9Jlb.  on  the  28th,  both  fresh  from  the  sea.  Lots 
of  fish  are  running  towards  the  upper,  and  as  the  weather 
has  been  most  favourable  and  the  water  in  excellent  order, 
the  impression  is  that  if  three  or  four  rods  had  been  out 
good  sport  would  have  been  got. — B. 

North  of  Scotland.— The  fine  open  weather  still 
continues.  On  the  Dee  fresh  fish  are  leaving  daily,  and 
the  liver  is  already  well  stocked.  On  the  Don,  if  any  fish 
got  away,  it  was  certainly  in  the  early  weeks  of  the  New 
Year,  as  since  then  the  river  has  been  down  to  summer 
level.  The  spawning  fish  have  all  disappeared  from  the 
redds,  both  on  the  Dee  and  Don,  weeks  ago.  On  the 
Ythan  fish  have  been  running  sinca  the  advent  of  the  year. 
A  shepherd  last  week  was  mulcted  in  the  sum  of  £2  for 
fishing  the  water  with  a  gaft'  after  the  fashion  of  a  shep- 
herd's crook.  A  batch  of  Don  poachers  were  dealt  with 
at  the  same  time. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— This  river,  which  yields 
excellent  sport  in  spring  and  autumn,  holds  out  good 
prospects  for  the  forthcoming  season,  which  opens  on  the 
12th  inst.  The  spawning-  season  has  baeu  good  on  the 
whole,  although  the  spates  of  November  last  may  have 
done  some  damage,  as  there  was  a  good  stock  of  fieh  and 
spawn  in  it  at  the  time.  Numbers  of  kelts  swept  down 
from  the  upper  waters.  The  winter  has  been  very  open, 
and  up  to  the  present  abnormally  mild. — B. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— Salmon  angling  on  the  Tweed 
and  Teviot  commenced  on  the  first  of  the  present  month, 
but  as  yet  no  results  are  to  hand.  The  rivers  on  the  open- 
ing day  were  running  very  strong,  and  a  good  deal  off 
colour,  while  to-day  (Wednesday)  they  are  somewhat  worse 
in  condition,  being  fuUy  2ft.  above  their  normal  height, 
and  of  a  bad  colour.  A  good  many  diseased  salmon  have, 
during  the  past  fortnight,  been  observed  in  both  the 
Tweed  and  Teviot,  in  the  Kelso  district,  some  of  them 
being  very  badly  marked  with  the  Saprolegnia  ferax. 
There  is  nothing  much  to  report  from  the  Border 
district  at  the  present  time,  salmon  angling  being, 
of  course,  in  a  state  of  unrest,  owing  to  the  lats  floods 
and  the  present  rise  in  the  waters,  Bettsr  things, 
however,  are  for  later  on,  and  as  it  is  said  that  in  some 
quarters  of  the  river  a  good  many  fish  have  been  seen, 
whether  kelts  (males),  baggots,  or  otherwise  remains  to 
be  heard  of.  The  spawning  season  on  the  upper  reaches  have 
proved  most  satisfactory,  more  sd,  indeed,  than  in  the 
lower  districts,  where  the  supply  of  breeding  fish 
was  most  observant  by  its  absencj.  Very  little,  if 
any,  trout  angling  has  been  going  on  for  some  time 
past  on  these  rivers,  and  what  fish  have  been  got  were 
not  worth  "  the  candle."  At  the  same  time,  if  we  on  the 
Borderland  have  good  weather  for  a  month  hence,  trout 
will  be  in  excellent  condition,  and  some  splendid  baskets 
may  be  expected  early  this  season  should  the  element-"  be 
as  propitious  in  the  future  as  they  have  been  durinz  the 
past  four  months.  Reports  from  various  sources  say  that 
there  are  a  fair  head  of  newly  run  salmon  in  the  main  river, 
but  of  this  I  am  rather  doubtful,  although  I  should  like  it 
to  be  true. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  Co.  Antrim).— The  season  for 
salmon  and  trcut  fishing  opened  on  Tuesday,  the  Ist  inst. 
Up  to  the  opening  day  the  weather  was  particularly  mild 
and  calm,  but  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  it  blew  a 
hurricane,  accompanied  by  showers  of  cold  rain,  while  it 
became  bitterly  cold.  Consequently  fishing  opened  under 
very  unfavourable  auspices,  and  practically  nothing  has 
been  done  yet. — J.  A.  B. 

Lea  (CO.  Cork), — Angling  for  both  salmon  and  trout 
opened  yesterday,  1st  inst.  The  river  was  in  fair  fish- 
ing order,  rather  inclined  to  be  too  low,  A  lirge  number 
of  anglers  were  out  on  the  different  fisheries  with  varied 
success.  Salmon  were  not  taking  freely,  although  great 
numbers  were  showing.    Major  Parkison,  Hampshire 
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Regiment,  on  Fargus  Fishery,  landed  a  benuty,  ISJlb.  ; 
H.  C.  Tborold,  Leicestersbire  Hegiment,  on  C'rouody,  one, 
lOJlb. ;  Mr.  John  Barter,  Macroom,  one,  111b.  The 
officers  of  the  17th  Lancers,  who  have  rented  Lord 
Bandon's  and  Mashonaglass  fishciies  near  Macroom,  also 
had  good  spoit.  As  we  write  the  river  is  rising  from  the 
heavy  rain  last  uight,  and  good  sport  may  be  expected 
during  the  week.  The  trout  anglers  on  the  smaller  rivers 
had  some  good  baskets.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiough.  Cxirrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Anglicg  opened  on  Tuesday,  but  no  accounts  have  been 
received  up  to  time  of  writing.  Fourteen  boats  are  out- 
all  trolling— on  the  head  waters,  where  salmon  are 
reported  to  be  very  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Loug^h  Neagh.— On  Tuesday,  the  1st  inst.,  the  pollan 
fisheries  opened  on  Lough  Neagh  legally — for  as  a  matter 
of  fact  the  close  season  on  it  is  only  a  legal  farce.  Prom 
what  I  learn  the  season  opened  pretty  well,  there  being 
an  appreciable  increase  in  the  size  of  the  fish,  and  fair 
takes  -were  obtained  by  the  boats.  The  demand  for  the 
pollan  in  the  English  markets  is  so  great  that  very  few 
find  their  way  to  the  local  markets  during  the  summer 
time.  A  word  to  the  unwary.  Pollan  are  often  sold  in 
England— especially  in  the  Midland  Counties — for  grayling, 
which  they  resemble. — J.  A.  B. 

IiOgan  (Belfast). — The  trout  fishing  season  opened 
on  the  Lagan  on  Tuesday,  but  owing  to  tlie  boisterous 
weather  few  ventured  out.  Angling  in  the  lower  levels  is 
almost  useless,  as  the  stock  of  trout  is  very  limited,  but 
above  the  cinal  occasionally  a  fair  sized  fish  is  taken.  It 
is  a  curious  fact  that  since  the  main  drainage  system  of 
Belfast  diverted  the  sewage  from  the  river  to  a  great 
extent,  soa  trout  have  reappeared  in  the  tideway  and  Iq 
the  river  up  to  the  first  locks. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Iiougfh  Derg  (Killaloe).— The 
sparkling  waters  above  the  bridge,  where  the  river  breaks 
into  white  foam  through  the  Gantry  and  over  the  weir 
wall,  have  this  season  again  yielded  the  first  new  salmon 
of  the  New  Year.  The  fish  weighed  231b.  To-day  the 
stream  is  rolling  down  in  full  flood,  and  snow  is  falling  ; 
but  all  the  same,  the  big  springers  are  en  evidence,  and 
when  the  rude  winds  shall  have  exhausted  themselves 
somewhat  and  the  water  fallen  a  foot  or  two,  then,  indeed, 
the  salmon  fisher  will,  I  hope,  have  reason  to  rejoice. 
The  only  reach  fishable  here  to-day  is  the  heat  above  the 
bridge.— S.  J.  Hueley. 


SEA  FISHING. 


WEATHER  REPORT. 

By  TELEGRAPH.— FeIDAY,  9. .36  A.M. 

Hastings. — Eain  ;  moderate  ;  W. 
Eamsgate.— Cloudy  ;  moderate;  N.W. 
Margate.— Overcast;  choppy;  N.W. 
PoLKESTONE.— Fine  ;  moderate;  N.W. 
Dover.— Cloudy ;  smooth;  N.W, 
Deal. — Overcast;  smooth;  W. 
Hythe. — Rainy;  rough;  N.W. 


Ballinskelligs. — Hake  and  pollack  anglers  are  doing 
fairly  well  on  most  days,  but  no  other  fish  are  taking  at 
present  around  here. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Signs  are  not  wanting  to  indicate 
that  the  whiting  season  in  this  locality  is  rapidly  drawing 
to  a  close.  During  the  closing  days  of  last  week  several 
nice  catches  were  made  from  the  pier,  but  many  of  the 
whiting  were  very  small.  A  few  score  of  dabs  and  pouting 
were  also  landed,  though  many  of  the  foimer  were 
so  small  that  they  should  undoubtedly  have  been 
returned  to  their  native  element.  Many  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  wenc  afloat  on  Saturday  night,  and  ex- 
pei-ienced  splendid  sport  for  a  few  hours.  Mr.  G.  R. 
Clarke,  inyself,  and  our  boatman  had  a  mixed  catch 
of  eight  score  and  sixteen.  Several  rods  accounted 
for  more  than  three  score  whiting  upon  the  pier.  Mr. 
Handley  put  in  an  early  appearance  on  the  30th  ult.,  and 
did  remarkably  well,  but  nothing  was  done  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Brooks,  Mr. 
Handley,  and  Mr.  Filmer  were  amon^f  the  whiting  on 
Monday  morning,  but  the  last  two  days  have  yielded  poor 
returns.  Many  local  anglers  have  tempted  sport  after 
dark,  but  have  done  scarcely  anything.  Messrs.  Camps, 
Filmer,  and  Brooks  each  took  some  sizeable  dabs  on  the 
ttood  tide  this  (Wednesday)  afternoon,  hut  only  a  few  tiny 
whiting  put  in  an  appearance.  —  J.  Rk  haedson 
(B.S.A.S.) 

Deal. — Thursday.  Water  very  clear,  and  very  fair  takes 
both  day  and  night  fishing.  Friday.  Weather  still  fine. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Robinson,  late  of  Spotted  Dog,  Harrcw-road, 
and  Mr.  J.  Longhurst,  fishing  with  Mr.  Baker,  landed  ten 
score  whiting,  six  codling,  seven  dabs,  and  one  whiting, 
41b.  Saturday.  Another  very  good  day,  and  in  the  evening 
several  anglers  put  out  for  boat  fishing.  Mr. 
Wholgemuth  and  friend  landed,  about  8  p.m.,  with  six 
score  fifteen  whiting  and  codling;  and  Messrs.  Gla5sington 
and  JuHan,  later,  with  seven  score  whiting  and  five 
codling;  and  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Tautz,  four  score  whiting 
and  one  score  fine  codling.  Sunday.  Fresh  breeze,  S.W.  ; 
boats  returning  with  poor  takes.  Monday.  Strong  breeze, 
N.W. ;  very  few  boats  out.  About  mid-day  the  s..s.  Arcloe 
was  towed  ashore  to  the  north  of  Sandown  Castle,  cut 
down  to  the  water,  funnel  and  mainmast  carried  away, 
having  been  in  a  collision  with  a  French  ship.  Tuesday. 
N.W.,  fresh;  nothing  very  grand.  Wednesday.  Strong 
breeze,  N.W.  ;  no  boats  out.  There  has  been  very  fair  sport 
to  be  had  on  the  pier  for  a  few  days.  If  strong  northerly 
winds  continue  the  prospects  are  poor  for  the  next  few 
days.— Edwarh  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.— All  classes  of  fishing  are  in  full  swing, 
the_ weather  is  so  fine  and  mild.  I  strolled  around  the 
various  piers  this  afternoon,  and  saw  several  fishing.  The 


principal  sport  now  is  with  small  bass,  pol'aok,  mullet,  and 
smelt.  My  fisherman  brought  me  in  a  nice  basket  of 
pollack  on  Friday.  They  were  all  about  the  same  size, 
viz.,  21b.,  and  were  caught  with  the  baby  sand  eel.  Small 
silver  whiting  and  pouting  are  being  taken  in  the  usual 
pits  in  the  Sound.  1  saw  several  boats  this  afternoon,  and 
they  all  seemed  to  be  enjoyirg  good  sport.  The  edible  fish 
for  February  are  as  follows :  Atherine  (smelt),  sprat, 
anchovy,  ling,  whiting,  pouting,  dab,  mackerel,  eel,  tub, 
piper,  red  gurnard,  trout,  salmon,  crabs,  lobsters,  and  all 
shell  fish. — WiLLiAjr  Hkaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Pollack  anglers  are  still  having  good  sport 
around  Begnish  Island,  and  a  few  bass  have  been  had 
occasionally. — T.  ,1.  D. 


Jingling  ^nxtnteQ. 

February  6.   

Albert  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Datehet. 

Albion  Brothers  :  Roving  match. 

Anglers'  Pride  :  Outing. 

Canning  Town  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Outing  to  Walton. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Esher. 

Forest  Gate  :  Outing. 

Golden  Barbel  ;  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Good  Intent :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 

Highbury  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 

Hounsfield  Otters  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

Islington  Brothers :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Lincoln  :  Piize  outing. 

North-Bast  Brothers :  Outing. 

North  London  :  Match  at  Staines. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Phcenix  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Serapis  :  Outing  to  Sonning. 

Sundial :  Competition  at  Langley. 

Waggoners  :  Match. 

Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Eye  House. 

WeiUington  :  Match  at  Wraytbury. 

West  Ham  Brothers:  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
February  7. 

Central  Association :  Delegate  meeting. 

Mitre  Brothers  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 

St.  Alban's :  Visit. 

Sociable  Brothers :  Visit. 
February  8. 

Dalston :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Mildmay :  Annual  dinner. 

Park  :  Visit. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Smoking  concert. 
February  9. 

Eagle  :  Smoking  concert. 
February  10. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Lantern  lecture  and  concert. 
February  12. 

Lychnobites  :  Outing. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  :  Smoking  concert. 


Feb.  13. — Battersea  Friendly :  Eoving  match. 

,,  13. — Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Match  at  Cookham. 

,,  13. — Burlington  :  Outing. 

,,  13. — Camden:  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

,,  13.— Dahton  :  Match  at  Ware. 

,,  13. — Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  :  Outing. 

,,  13. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Match  at  Henley. 

,,  13. — Mildmay  :  Annual  dinaer. 

,,  13. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Onting  to  Shiplake. 

,,  13. — Westminster  '■  Match  at  Rye  House. 

,,  13. — United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

,,  14. — Hearts  of  Oak:  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  15. — Alma:  Benefit  concert. 

,,  15. — Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  16. — Fly  Fishers'  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  16. — Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing  and  supper. 

,,  19. — Lychnohit?s  :  Benefit  concert. 

,,  21. — Clissold  :  Benefit  concert. 

,,  22. — AUason  LTnited  Brothers:  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  22. — CoUingwood  :  Concert. 

,,  23. — Good  Intent :  Annual  supper. 

,,  22. — Original  Alexandra  :  Annual  supper. 

„  22.— St.  John's  :  Visit. 

„  22.— Wenlock  :  Visit. 

,,  27. — Clapham  Junction:  Competition. 

,,  27.— Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

,,  28. — Piscatorial  Society:  Paper  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston. 

March  1. — Serapis  :  Lantern  lecture  by  "  Straw  Hat." 
,,       7. — Bomore  :  Visit. 

,,  7. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner, 

ij  7. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  A.B.S.  concert. 


Etffoxts  from  Clu&s 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  bij 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marlced  "  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association  (Eastern  District,  No.  2) 
Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  paid  the  St.  John's 
A.S.  on  Monday  last  was  a  decided  success.  Good  talent, 
good  company,  and  plenty  of  both.  The  next  visit  on  the 
list  will  take  place  at  the  Wenlock  A.S.,  the  Rydon  Arms, 
New  North-road,  on  Feb.  22,  when  I  hope  to  see  another 
good  muster. — F.  Thoeling. 


Anglers'  Association.  —  The  next  Renting  and 
Preservation  Committee  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening,  Feb.  7,  at  8.30. 

Preservation  Week. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  10a,  as 
a  donation froQi  the  Dalston  A.S. 

Lea  Preservation. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £8  Ss., 
as  a  donation  on  behalf  of  the  above,  voted  by  the 
Preservation  Week  Committee. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Beaevolent  Society.  —  Siace  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
f  11  fis.  from  the  Cobden  A.S.  don.ation  box.  At  the  last 
mesting,  on  Friday,  Jan.  28,  two  applications  were 
entertained,  vshich  received  the  sum  of  £12.  The  next 
committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday,  Feb.  11,  at 
8.30.— R.  GiiUE.XBY. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  Distbict). 
— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Sociable  Brothers, 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  Cambridge  Circus,  Hackney-roxd,  on 
Monday  next,  Feb.  7,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  atten- 
dance.—G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District). — 
The  next  visit  on  this  list  goes  to  the  St.  Alban's  A. 8., 
Rising  Son,  Princes' -road,  Kennington  Cross,  on  Monday, 
Feb.  7. — A.  Painter. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  Competition.— On 
Friday,  the  28th,  a  preliminary  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Foresters'  Hall,  when  it  was  decided  that  a  compatition 
should  be  held  at  St.  Margaret's  on  March  20.  It  was  also 
decided  that  it  should  be  open  to  all-comers.  I  also  have 
much  pleasure  in  stating  that  several  valuable  prizes  have 
been  offered. _  As  soon  as  possible  I  will  communicate  with 
club  secretaries. — S.  Malby. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney. — On  Jan.  30  our  match 
at  Hampton  was  not  a  success,  only  Mr.  A.  Skilleter 
weighing-in,  thus  taking  first  prize.  Our  next  outing 
will  be  on  Feb.  6,  go  where  you  please ;  all  to  start  on 
the  morning.  We  made  one  new  working  member. — 
H.  Haines. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoin's-inn-fields. — On  Jan.  30  Mr.  Drew 
was  the  only  one  to  weigh-in.  On  Feb  1  our  concert 
passed  off  successfully.  During  the  evening  the  health  of/ 
the  new  proprietors  was  drunk,  Mr.  Chapman  very  ably 
responding.  On  Feb.  15  Mr.  Dyer  takes  a  benefit,  and  1 
hope  to  see  him  well  supported. — J.  Chamkkrs. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun 
Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Jan.  30  the  takes  did  not  run  very  large,  the  day 
being  boisterous  and  very  unfavourable.  The  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  G.  Watling,  roach  and  dace,  61b.  5Joz. ; 
Hulme,  roach  and  dace,  21b.  18oz. ;  Shury,  roach  and 
dace;  Cripps,  roach  and  daoe;  and  Nunn,  sen.,  roach. 
Messrs.  Millen  and  I^ambarth  also  had  roach  and  dace. 
On  Thursday  last  our  balance-sheet  was  read  and  accepted. 
— A.  Cripps. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District  ^'isit- 
ING  List). — On  Jan.  27  a  most  enjoyable  return  visit  was 
given  to  the  Cobden  A.S.  On  the  roU  call  sixteen  clubs 
were  well  represented.  The  A.B.S.  box  contained  the 
sum  of  £11  5s.  The  date  of  next  visit  will  appear  later  in 
the  Pishing  Gazette. — J.  Harris. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society.  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — In  the  match 
on  Jan.  30,  Mr.  Ireland  was  the  only  successful  member, 
taking  both  Messrs.  Hemens'  and  Hersant's  prizes ;  also 
weighed-in,  Messrs.  Addison,  Mead,  and  J.  Guy.  The 
next  match  will  be  fished  on  Feb.  13  ;  open  ;  roving;  jack 
barred  ;  three  good  prizes. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Clapham 
Junction,  S.W. — Since  my  last  report  Mr.  E.  Wilson 
has  had  two  grand  shows  of  fish,  having  801b.  of  jack, 
perch,  and  roach  in  two  days  (two  largest  jack,  lOJlb.  and 
91b.  respectively,  and  perch,  l^lb.) ;  and  on  the  1st,  301b. 
of  chub  and  roach  (largest  chub,  41b.  2Joz.).  On  Feb.  20 
we  fish  a  match  at  Shepperton;  from  lock  to  Chertsey 
Bridge  (tow-path  only) ;  to  go  by  the  8.5  a.m.  and  return 
by  the  8.15  p.m.  Members  please  note  that  next  meeting 
night  is  quarterly  night,  when  the  books  must  be  cleared. 
— T.  Teingham. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Since  my  last  report  Mr.  Merry- 
gold  has  weighed-in  jack  and  roach.  I  am  glad  to  say  we 
elected  Messrs.  Hanlcs  and  Reed  as  working  members  of 
this  society.  I  am  also  glad  to  say  our  new  host,  Mr. 
E.  J.  Slingsbury,  has  been  proposed  a  working  membar 
also. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Jan.  30  Mr. 
J.  Taylor  weighed-in  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  81b.  14Joz.  ; 
Mr.  R.  Lummfs,  dace.  The  quarterly  peg-down  match 
takes  place  on  Feb.  13  at  Cookham,  when  we  fish  for  four 
prizes  under  the  usual  conditions. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  CornwaU- 
road,  Notting  HUl. — On  Jan.  3(1  Messrs.  Cowen,  P.  Harley 
and  W.  Coston  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  jack  from  Drayton. 
On  Feb.  1  (club  night)  members  turned  up  in  great  force  ; 
thiity-five  favoured  us  with  their  presence  to  arrange  our 
return  visit,  which  has  been  decided  to  take  place  on 
Monday,  March  7,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  gcoi  master  of 
anglers  and  friends. — H.  Dagworthy. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lington-road, W. — Several  members  were  out  on  30th  ult. 
The  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Ellis  George,  H.  Hol- 
man,  G.  Pettifor.  The  next  outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  13, 
all  fish  to  weigh;  roving;  punts  allowed.  The  next  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Feb.  16,  at  9  o'clock ;  all  members  are 
earnestly  requested  to  attend. — P.  Lavington. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop' s-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  Jan.  30  we  had  a  decent  show  of  jack. 
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llr.  Elsworthy,  jun.,  jack  (three  fish)  ;  Mr.  Elsivovthy, 
sen.,  act;  Mr.  J.  French,  jack;  J.  Lee,  jack;  R. 
Hubbard,  jack,  dace,  and  roach;  A.  Rogers,  jaek;  G. 
AltewooJ.  perch  ;  C.  Wicks,  perch;  thus  finishing  up  our 
lapsed  prizes.  Mr.  Ereritt  wins  the  gross-weight  roach 
prizs  fcr  January. — F.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Ang'ling'  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  K.W. — We  had  a  gjod  show  of  fish 
on  Jan.  30,  anumberof  members  weighing-in,  Mr.  Adams 
hiving  a  nice  perch  from  tli9  Thames,  lib.  ojoz.  We 
have  an  outing  ;on  Feb.  13  to  Bourne  End  ;  jack  only. 
One  rod  only  allowed. — E,  Boxall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.— The  mamlers 
fished  for  prizes  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Jan.  30,  but  no 
member  having  sufficient  weight  to  win  a  prize.  We  fish 
again  on  Feb.  •>;  roving;  from  Burnt  Mill  Lock  to 
Harlow  Bridge  ;  towpath  only. — 0.  Joxes. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
— The  nest  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  take  place  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  evening,  "th  inst.,  at  nine  o'clock. — -W. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — Oar  monthly 
prize  outing  at  Maidenhead,  on  Jan.  30,  resulted  in 
Mr.  J.  Downes,  first ;  Mr.  J.  Deplidge,  second ;  Mr.  F. 
Sorge,  third.  Also  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Ball,  Turner,  and 
F.  Beames,  roach,  perch,  dace,  &c.  On  Jan.  1  Mr.  G. 
Ford  weighed-in  a  splendid  show  of  chub  from  the 
Thames ;  heaviest  31b.  Joz. ;  second  best,  21b.  8oz.  and 
lib.  13oz. ;  and  several  other  g<3od  fish.  A  complimettiry 
conotr:  wiU  take  place  at  above  address  on  Feb.  22,  in 
recognition  ot  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Will 
Francis  to  the  club  during  1897  at  visits,  cor  certs,  &c. 
Chairman,  Mr.  E.  Roberts  (president).  Progrtmmes  Gd. 
each.  Hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  of  CDncert  committee. 
Mr.  F.  Sorge.— W.  Ash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Jan.  30  several  members 
were  out,  but  sport  was  very  slow,  ths  only  one  to  weigh-in 
being  Mr.  H.  Poore,  who  hid  two  very  nice  jack.  On 
Tuesday  I  had  the  usual  attendance,  when  it  was  decided 
that  the  prizes  in  hand  and  promised  should  be  competed 
for  in  a  boundary  match,  ia  the  Lea,  at  Ware,  on  Feb.  13. 
Full  partiaulars  to  be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse. — S. 
Malbt. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway -road,  N. — Mr.  Hawes  again  weighed-in 
jack  on  Jan.  2!i— a  male  and  female,  of  121b.  and  lOJlb.  ; 
a  friend  out  with  him  also  four  between  4|lb.  and  Gib.  (all 
from  the  Thames). — A.  Claytox. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — We  have  arranged  for  an  oating  on 
Feb.  G  at  Esher,  on  the  Mole.  The  last  outing  was  not  a 
success,  only  two  fish  of  any  size  being  taken,  Mr.  Mathew 
being  the  successful  angler,  weighing-in  a  perch  of 
lib.  lOoz.  and  a  jack  of  ojlb.— A.  T. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  Tha  Prince  of  Wales,  Great 
Barlow-street,  Marylebone. — Sicca  my  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Norris,  jack,  131b  : 
A.  Hill,  roach,  largest  fish  lib.  8|oz.  ;  Hutchics,  roach.— 
H.  S.  XORRIS. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,_  Forest  Gate. — Since  my  last  report  Mr. 
Mendham  weighed-in  roach,  and  Messrs.  Willett,  Crejke, 
and  Grove  caught  jack.  At  our  meeting  of  Feb.  2  Mr. 
Manning  attended,  and  opened  the  A.B.  box,  which  con- 
tained £2  lis.  yd.  I  hope  members  will  not  forget  our 
outing  to  Windsor  on  Feb.  6.— C.  S.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Xewton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — It  was 
decided  on  Tu(  s  lay  that  the  outing  on  Feb.  6  should  be  to 
Ship'ake ;  23.  entry  fee  ;  usual  conditions ;  finish  at  six 
o'clock.  Members  will  please  enter  at  once,  as  we  want  to 
arrange  for  a  saloon  carriage.  We  had  ratler  a  poor  show 
on  Jan.  30 ;  but  Messrs.  Glaisber  and  Bourlets  made  up  for 
this  on  Tuesday,  by  weighing-in  two  fine  shows  of  roach. 
— J.  E.  Lawford. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — There  was  a  good  show  of 
roach  at  the  club  on  Jan.  30,  by  Messrs.  Maybury,  Thomp- 
son, and  Erhan  :  and  jack  by  Mr.  Darby.  On  Tuesday 
there  was  a  large  attendance  of  members,  when  it  was 
resolved  that  Mr.  W.  Hall  ba  our  t  ice-chairman  at  the 
annual  supper  on  the  22nd  inst.  The  members  will  fish 
for  ten  prizes  on  Feb.  6  at  St.  Margaret's ;  all  start  by 
first  or  second  train. — R.  MrRPHY. 

Olive  Branch  -Angling  Society,  Park -lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  members  of  the  above  society  were 
out  during  the  week,  and  had  some  very  fair  sport, 
resulting  in  over  a  dozen  jick  being  taken  from  the  Lea, 
several  weighing  between  Gib.  and  Tib.  each,  and  fine 
specimen  fish.  Do  net  forget  Tuesday,  Feb.  8,  return 
visit  Park  Angling  Society.  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — W.  Franklin. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Mr.  A.  Bagshaw  had  a  show 
of  jack ;  Mr.  Whitmore,  roach.  Mr.  Rugg,  of  the  Red 
Crcs3,  has  been  nominated  as  a  membsr.  Hope  members 
will  attend  to  arrange  next  outing. — C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Societ/,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Js. — For  the  informatim  of  those  mem- 
bers who  may  decide  at  the  last  moment  to  join  in  the 
cuting  to  Pangboume  on  Feb.  6,  I  wish  to  say  dinner  has 
been  arranged  for  at  the  Swan  Hotel,  after  the  fishiog. 
Daring  the  week  Mr.  Rutherford  has  weighed-in  some 
jack,  and  Mr.  G.  Parsons  got  a  specimen  dace,  lOoz., 
Irom  the  club  water. — E.  W. 

Honnsfield  Otters  Angling  Society,  The  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — Sport  has  been  very  quiet  of 
late,  only  a  few  members  hive  weighed  io,  one  member 
on  the  30th  ult.  had  131b.  SJoz.  of  roach.  On  the  6th  we  fish 
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for  six  prizes,  from  Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford  Basin  ;  usual 
conditions. — E.  Mtf  ha.m. 
Hozton   Brothers   Angling    Society,  Spread 

Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  X. — Ou  Jan.  30 
Mr.  F.  Xewton  weigh;d  in  roach ;  Mr.  H.  B:.i'ey,  jack ; 
and  Mr.  J.  Huntley,  jick.  The  members  will  fish  for 
prizes  ou  Feb.  13,  at  Henley. — Johnny. 

Zsaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingeland-rcad. — The  members 
competed  for  three  special  prizes  ou  Jan.  30  ;  only  two 
were  taken,  Mr.  H.  Butt  and  Mr.  J.  Poole  being  the 
winners.^  Only  two  of  the  three  special  prizes  competed 
for  on  'WedneEdiy  last  were  taken,  Messrs.  Jolly  Jenkins, 
sen.,  and  .Jolly  Jenkins,  jan.,  being  the  winners.  The 
members  wIU  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  Feb.  13, 
at  King's  Langley.  There  are  also  two  special  prizes  to 
be  fished  for  on  Wednesday,  IG'h  inst.,  competitors  being 
allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters 
barred).  There  is  some  important  business  to  be 
transacted  on  Wednesday  evening  next ;  all  members  that 
can  Dossibly  attend,  please  do  so.  It  has  been  arranged 
to  kive  a  tripe  supper  on  Wcdacsday,  16th;  those 
who  ioteui  being  present,  please  send  in  their  names  as 
soon  as  possible. — H.  B. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  X. — On  Jan  30  a  good  number 
of  members  fished  for  eight  prizes  at  Shepperton,  only  six 
being  taken,  by  the  following ;  Mr.  Nelson,  first ;  Mr. 
Holmes,  second  ;  Mr.  Clark,  third  ;  Mr.  Bowley,  fourth ; 
Mr.  Beckley,  fifth;  and  Mr.  Hudson,  sixth.  Messrs. 
Watling  and  Bowdrey,  roach  and  dace  from  other  waters. 
The  two  prizes  not  taken  on  Jan.  30  to  be  fished  oif  on 
Feb.  G ;  any  waters ;  all  to  start  on  the  morning.— 
W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — Angling  matters  have  been  rather  tame 
lately,  though  a  friend  has  been  to  the  Vyi-nwy,  at 
Llanymynech,  after  grayling,  but  they  were  not  on,  so  he 
tried  for  pike,  and  got  several  small  ones.  There  has 
been  a  complete  S3mersault  in  the  weather  to-day  (Wed- 
nesday), for  a  strong  wind  almost  sveeps  one  off  "his  feet, 
and  it  is  very  cold  :  so  different  to  last  week  and  previously. 
Several  fine  Scotch  salmon  have  been  on  the  fishmongers' 
slabs  here  within  the  last  few  days,  but  the  price  per 
potmd  is  prohibitive  to  ordinary  people.  One  can  scarcely 
credit  that  farm  labourers  once  upon  a  time  objected  to 
having  salmon  more  than  two  or  three  times  a  week. — 

R.  WOOLFALL. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Xewington  Green,  X. — Angling  results  still  very  dis- 
appointing. A  special  outing  to  St.  Xeots  is  beiag 
arranged  for  Feb.  13.  Train  7.7  Saturday  evening,  from 
Finsbury-park._  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  at  once  from  those 
who  intend  going,  so  tint  I  can  make  definite  arrange- 
ments. Members  please  note  that  our  thirteenth  annual 
dinner,  to  be  held  at  headquarters  on  Tuesday  next,  is  for 
8  o'clock  sharp. — A.  E.  Hf.ndox. 

North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Jan.  23 
H.  Collins  weighed-in  201b.  odd  cf  jack :  and  on  Jan.  30. 
"lb.  7icz.  ;  Drawbridge,  chub  ;  Eaton,  dace  and  roach  ; 
Hart,  dace.  Members  may  go  where  they  choose  on 
Feb.  6  for  prizes  left  from  last  outing.  Start  on  the 
morning  only  ;  bank  fishing. — A.  Lewis. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
George  the  Fourth,  Goswell-road. — On  Jan.  30  our  trays 
were  well  filled  :  Messrs.  Hill,  three  nice  chub,  also  a  jack, 
21b.,  caught  on  cheese  paste;  Gowar,  a  brace  of  jack; 
Crisp,  41b.  roach  ;  Woods, dace;  Keys,  roach;  and  Isiics, 
chub  and  jack. — A.  Hill. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  Jan.  30, 
but  only  the  following  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Hopton,  roach ; 
Reitz,  peich;  Carter,  perch.  Our  return  visit  takes  place 
on  Tuesday  nex'',  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of 
anglers. — W.  S. 

Phcsniz  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancraa- 
road.  X.W.— On  Jan.  30  Mr.  Tayler  had  three  jack  from 
the  A\'elsh  Harp.  Hope  to  see  quite  a  crowd  of  members 
at  Shiplake  on  Feb.  6  tor  the  three  prizes. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials.  Queen's  Arms,  1a.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-rcad. — On  Jan.  30  our  outing  to  Cookham 
was  not  the  success  one  could  have  wished  for,  but,  stiU, 
fourteen  out  of  the  fifteen  prizes  were  taken.  The  re- 
maining prize  wiU  go  to  the  first  gross  weight  (to  the  oae 
who  did  not  win  a  prize  on  last  outing)  on  Feb.  6.  The 
winners  were  in  the  foEowing  order:  J.  Winsby,  sen., 
T.  Fisher,  and  G.  Parker,  a  tie;  C.  Brett,  Geo.  Keene, 
J.  Yule,  A.  Peverall,  G.  Winsby,  J.  Taylor,  W.  Hardirir, 
C.  Shepherd.  A  programme  concert  in  ail  of  the  A.B. 
Fand  will  be  given  on  Monday,  March  7.  Some  splendid 
talent  has  already  been  pioirised,  and  one  of  the  best 
pianists  in  London  engaged,  i.e.,  Mr.  R.  Xorman. — Geo. 
Keene. 

Kose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Harcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street. — There  were  oaly  four  of  onr 
members  out  on  Jan.  30,  but  we  had  sDme  nice  fish  on 
the  trays  in  the  evening,  consisting  of  jack,  chub,  roach, 
and  dace. — A.  E.  Payne. 

]Soyal  &eorge  Anglirg  Society.  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — Ou  Jan.  3iJ  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  Webber,  Pope.  E.  T.  Harris,  and  Gibbons. 
Mr.  Webber  showed  a  nice  tray  of  pike  and  reach.  Last 
meeting  night  we  were  very  well  attended.  We  intend 
turning  up  in  strong  forae  on  Monday  next  at  the  St. 
Alban's.  when  oar  host,  Mr.  Gallaway,  ■v.iW  officiate  as 
chairman. — J.  Gibbonj. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Son, 
Prince's-road,  Kennington  Cross. — Very  few  of  onr 
members  were  out  on  Jan.  30.  Messrs.  Every  and 
Leighton  had  bream  at  Pulborough.  A  general  meeting 
takes  place  next  Wednesday,  9th  inst.,  business  concerning 
February  outing  for  prizes.    On  Feb.  7  a  combined  visit, 


Central  and  Anglers'  Association.  This  being  our  first 
visit  at  the  above  house,  we  trust  we  shall  be  Well 
supported. — H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — The  January  prizes  have 
been  won  by  Messrs.  Masgrave,  Johnson,  and  Mills  in  the 
order  named.  The  prize  list  and  conditions  for  the 
February  competition  c  in  be  seen  at  clubhcuse.  Members 
wi  1  ob.ige  by  attendicg  early  next  Wednesday,  as  there 
will  be  several    important    que.stions  to  discuss. —  F. 

TlIuRLINO. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Hart  Hotel, 
High-street,  Stoke  Xewington. — On  Wednesday  list  it 
was  decided  that  the  reading  by  Mr.  J.  Jeffrey  ("  Straw 
Hat  ") — the  subject  being  "  The  Thames,"  illustrated  by 
magic  lantern  slides — take  place  on  Tuesday  evening, 
March  1,  at  7.45  p.m.,  to  be  followed  by  a  coccert.  The 
Sonning  outing  (Saturday,  Feb.  6),  members  will  meet 
at  booking  office,  Paddington,  G.W.R.,  0,15  p.m.,  to  go 
by  6.30  train. — Chas.  Tilbcry. 

Sociable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Dake  of 
Cambridge,  Felix-street,  Cambridge  Heath. —  The  next 
return  visit  on  Xo.  1  Eastern  District  will  take  place  at 
the  above  society  on  Feb.  7,  when  I  hope  brother  msm- 
bers  will  give  us  a  good  night.  Chairman,  Mr.  S.  Hart; 
vice,  B.  Williims;  piinist,  H.  Abbot.  On  Jan.  30  Mr. 
W.  Wells  weighed-in  one  jack,  41b.,  and  a  few  roach. — T. 
Jones. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 

The  next  \'i?it  on  this  list  goes  to  the  Peckham  Br  others' 
A,S.,  Priace  .\lbert.  East  Surrey  Grove,  Peckham  ;  dite 
later, — Alf.  Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Society.  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — On  Jan.  30  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  W.  Woodford,  roach ;  W.  Morgan,  roach  and 
dace;  F.  Pewson,  jan.,  roach:  J.  Shum,  perch.  Others 
had  fish,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in. — W.  Woodkord. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — We  had  a 
very  large  muster  on  Tuesday  last,  but  few  have  recently 
been  weighed-in.  On  Feb.  6  we  fish  anit'aer  competition 
at  Langley  for  eight  good  prizes,  and  trust  we  shall  have  a 
record  attendance. — E.  Jenninc;s. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road.—  Oar  president,  Mr,  Mills,  had  15Jlb.  of 
jack  and  roach  from  Bourne  End  on  22nd  ult.,  largest 
jack  lib.,  and  roach  lib.  2oz.  Oar  treasurer,  Mr.  George, 
had  four  chub  from  the  same  place,  weighing  71b.  9oz.,  on 
27th  ult.,  largest  21b.  lOoz.— Tno~.  F.  Ward. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Onr  usuil  weekly  meeting  took  place  on 
Tuesday  last  with  a  good  attendance.  Members  please 
notice  we  fish  a  match  on  Feb.  6  at  Datchet,  roving  from 
Albert  Bridge  to  Old  Windsor  Lock,  both  sides  of  the 
cutting  included  ;  all  to  go  on  tlia  morning,  and  ceaie 
fishing  at  4  o'clock. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  BuU,  Fulham-road,  S.W.  — On  Jan.  30  Mr. 
Duffield,  out  with  Fred  CoUier,  of  Penton  Hook,  weighed- 
in  a  fine  jack,  151b.  13oz.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  at 
Cookham.  Members  not  yet  entered  can  do  so  on  the 
morning.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  S.  W,  Btiscey  was  pro- 
posed as  a  working  member. — F.  E.  Haydon. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Palmerston  Arms, 
Grosvenor-terrace,  Camberivell. — A  match  will  take  place 
at  Wravsbury  on  Feb.  G  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  show  fish 
4,30  —J.  B.  Papworth. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham. — We  have  to  record  two 
more  good  takesof  fish  by  Mr.  E.  Anderson.  Last  Wednes- 
day, near  Windsor,  some  good  roach,  chub,  and  perch 
fell  to  his  share,  largest  roach  lib.  Goz. ;  one  chub,  Iflb. ; 
one  perch,  21b.  ;  gross  weight  181b. ;  and  again  on  Satur- 
day last  this  same  gentleman  caught  four  chub,  one 
weighing  31b.  6oz.,  another  21b.  13:z. ;  gross  weight  1141b. 
-E.  Haynes. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  Jan.  30  the 
following  weigted-in :  Mr.  F.  Horner,  jack ;  Mr.  F. 
Xewton,  jack  and  roach;  and  L.  Hunt,  roach.  I  hope 
our  members  will  not  forget  our  jack  match  on  Feb.  6  at 
Hatfield  Peverel  for  five  prizes.  All  to  go  down  by  the 
train  that  leaves  Stratford  at  8  a  m.  on  the  morning. — 
R.  Lowiher. 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
On  Monday  evening  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the 
above  society  was  held  at  the  Holbom  Restaurant,  Mr.  E. 
McFee  presiding.  A  communication  was  read  from  Mr. 
\V.  H.  Brougham  thanking  the  members  for  the  very 
hearty  welcome  given  him  oa  the  occision  of  the  recent 
presentation  (reported  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette) 
made  to  him  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  and  the  letter  in 
question  was  ordered  (o  be  entered  upon  the  minute'. 
Letters  were  also  read  from  Messrs.  T.  R  Sachs  and  R.  S. 
Fennings  accepting  the  offices  of  president  and  vice- 
president  respectively  for  the  present  year.  Mr.  Charles 
Walker  then  read  a  most  instructive  paper  on  trout  flies, 
the  object  being  to  explain  his  various  "fads,"  as  he 
termed  them,  anent  dressitg  flies,  especially  for  dry  fishing. 
He  urged  that  experience  had  shown  him  that  the  manner 
in  which  the  majority  of  "  floaters  "  were  now  dressed  was 
not  the  most  satisfactory  oae,  and  contended  that  it  was 
far  better  to  endeavour  to  imitate  the  wings  at  rest  and  in 
their  natural  position.  The  motion  caused  by  a  fly 
buzzing  on  the  top  of  the  water  was  not  properly 
represented  ly  a  fly  with  cocked  up  wings,  the  nearest 
approach  to  the  Icok  of  a  fly  when  whirling  routd  in  the 
way  indicited  being  to  do  away  with  wings  and  substitute 
hickle.  Tois  even  would  fall  far  short  of  showing  by 
itnitaticm  the  appearance  of  a  buzzing  fly.  He  exhibitad 
flies  dressed  in  accordance  with  his  own  special  "fad." 
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The  wings  were  for  the  moat  pirt  not  raised  high 
above  the  body  of  the  fly,  but  laid  nearly  flat, 
fan  shaped,  from  the  head  of  the  fly.  Experiments 
he  had  carried  out  himself,  and  the  reports  of  friends  to 
whom  he  had  lent  his  designs  for  trial,  confirmed  him  in 
his  view  that  the  wings  dressed  to  represent  flies  when  at 
rest  gave  far  better  results  than  the  style  in  which  dry 
flies  are  now  built  up.*'  The  lecturer  also  thought  more 
attention  should  be  paid  to  employing  artificial  insects  for 
trout  fishing,  and  he  handed  round  for  inspection  a 
beautiful  imitation  of  the  small  Green  Caterpillar,  which 
by  fishing  it  dry  he  had  found  to  give  good  results  when 
the  fish  were  taking  the  natural  insect  as  it  dropped  from 
the  trees.  He  urged,  too,  that  all  insects  which  lived  in 
the  water,  like  the  freshwater  shrimp,  and  also  the  larva? 
of  various  flies,  might  well  be  employed  for  wet  fishing, 
although  it  was  doubtless  extremely  diSioult  to  imitate 
these  diminutive  creatures.  The  paper  was  listened  to 
with  great  attention  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
unanimously  accorded  to  Mr.  Walker  for  his  essay.  Mr. 
C.  H.  Bywaters  mentioned  that  he  had  paid  a  visit  to 
Newbury  ard  found  plenty  of  tioat  in  evidence  in  the 
Moor  stream.  The  trout,  as  he  jokingly  remarked,  were 
anxiously  waiting  for  April  1  to  come,  but  a  waggish 
member  laughingly  retorted  that  this  was  perhaps  only  to 
make  fools  of  their  would-be  captors.  The  usual  toasts 
closed  the  meeting.  M.  G.  E.  do  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon-street 
Hotel  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  G.  E.  Clarke  in  the  chair.  The 
chairman  stated  that  a  new  set  of  rules  were  under  con- 
sideration by  the  committee,  and  that  the  medals  for  the 
Deal  competition  were  authorised  to  be  ordered. 

The  following  members  reported  their  experiences  : 
Mesjrs.  F.  W.  Norman,  W.  Croft  Handley,  S.  Wheeler, 
H.  W.  Lane,  and  G.  E.  Claike.  Heavy  weather  was 
reported  at  Newhaven  and  Deal,  Mr.  Norman  at  the 
former  place,  and  Mr.  Lane  at  the  latter,  mentioning 
injuries  occurring  to  their  boats  due  to  the  violence  of  the 
sea. 

Mr,  Lane  mentioned  that  he  fished  three  miles  out,  and 
captured  from  four  to  five  score  whiting  and  nine  codling, 
the  best  31b.  in  weight.  Mr.  G.  E.  Clarke  stated  that  he, 
Mr.  Eichardson,  and  the  boatman  (Cooke),  all  rod  fishing, 
took,  between  7  and  9  p.m.,  Saturday  evening,  eight  score 
of  good  whiting  and  seven  codling.  From  the  pier,  Mr. 
Croft  Handley  reported  good  sport  in  the  early  morning 
and  late  at  night.  The  chairman  mentioned  that  he  had 
seen  a  bull  rout  {Hattii.-^  .-icorpitis)  taken  off  Deal  Pier  this 
week,  in  which  the  red  colouration  of  the  belly  was  exactly 
like  the  brilliant  golden  colour  of  the  gold  fish.  The  hon. 
secretary  stated  that  this  was  in  all  probability  a  male, 
which  becomes  most  brilliantly  coloured  during  the  breed- 
ing season,  now  at  hand.  The  chairman  further  stated 
that  Mr.  Richardson  had  taken  off  the  pier  at  Deal  a 
common  herring  (Cttipea  harenguri)  with  lug  worm  bait. 

The  discussion  on  the  yawling  was  resumed,  and  Mr. 
Minchin  referred  to  Leech's  herring,  classified  by  Day  as 
only  a  variety  of  the  common  species,  Mr.  Hussey 
quoted  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gosden,  and  the  hon.  sec. 
invited  him  to  produce  authentic  specimens'  of  the 
"  yawling." 

The  question  of  branches  was  discussed,  and  the 
secretary  pointed  out  the  danger  that  the  society  was  in 
of  forgetting  that  they  were  not  the  "London"  but  the 
"  British  "  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

The  chairman  dieiv  attention  to  a  statement  in  a  well- 
known  angling  paper,  that  "the  Scarborough  branch  of 
the  B.S.A.S."  had  held  an  angling  cuting,  and  asked  as 
to  how  and  when  this  branch  was  created,  and  upon  what 
terms.  The  secretary  said  that,  as  far  as  he  was  aware, 
the  Scarborough  sea  anglers  paid  no  subscription  and 
owned  no  allegiance  to  the  parent  society,  though  parti- 
cipating in  all  benefits.  He  further  stated  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  how  the  branch  came  into  ex's  ence. 

A  discussion  took  place  on  the  subject  of  the  publication 
of  the  book  of  stations,  in  which  Messrs.  Lane,  Savile, 
Parker,  Minchin,  Howard,  the  chairman,  and  the  hon. 
secretary  took  part.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  closed  the  meeting.        Charles  S.  Patterson 

(Hon.  Sec.  pro  tern.), 

11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C. 


ABBEY  MILLS  SICK  BENEFIT  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  25,  Mr.  S.  Bartleet  presiding.  Mr.  H.  S. 
Bartleet  presiding.  Mr.  E.  E.  S.  Bartleet  was  also 
present.  The  chairman  congratulated  the  members  upon 
the  satisfactory  position  of  the  society,  as  set  forth  in  the 
report  and  statement  of  accounts.  It  appears  from  the 
latter  that  the  sick  pay  for  the  year  amounted  to 
£77  15s.  8d.,  and  that  the  payments  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund  were  £22  23.  IDJ.,  leaving  a  balance  ia  hand  of 
about  £50.  It  was  resolved  to  vote  the  sum  of  £2  2s.  to 
the  Smallwood  Hospital  for  the  purchase  of  tickets,  and 
to  retain  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  intended  for  this 
institution  until  Hospital  Saturday,  when  the  committee 
were  authorised  to  make  such  contribution  as  they  should 
decide  at  that  time. 

The  sum  of  £!•  43,  was  votsd  to  the  Nursing  Association, 
and  one  guinea  to  the  Eje  Hospital. 

Mr.  E.  E.  S.  Bartleet  expressed  a  hoise  that  the  work- 
people would  make  an  effort  to  increase  the  Hospital 
Fund,  as  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  institution  was  doing 
a  good  work  in  the  town,  and  was  entitled  to  very  liberal 

*  [We  do  not  think  Mr,  Walker  could  have  referred  to  any  but 
the  ordinary  flat-winged  flies  like  the  Alder  and  the  Sedges.  The 
Duns  and  Spinnerg  never  have  their  win«.s  other  than  upright 
when  at  rest,— Ea]. 


support  from  the  working  classes,  for  whoso  benefit  it  was 
mainly  instituted. 

The  various  oflicers  were  re-elected,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  concluded  the  business  of  the  meeting. 


ESK  FISHERY  DISTRICT. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  was 
held  at  the  Talbot  Hotel,  Whitby,  on  Saturday  afternoon. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Eichardson  presided,  and  there  was  a  fair 
attendance.  The  accounts  showed  that  the  expenditure 
during  the  year  had  been  £209  Is.  OJd.,  and  that  they  still 
had  a  balance  in  hand  of  £206  7s.  lljd.  The  clerk's 
report  as  to  dead  fish  taken  by  the  water  bailiffs  during 
the  past  year  showed  that  the  total  weight  had  been 
4c wt.  3qr.  71b.  Mr.  J.  W.  Eichardson,  J. P.,  was  re- 
elected president;  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  J. P.,  vice-chairman  ; 
and  tli9  committee  as  follows  :  Messrs.  B.  Hay,  W.  S. 
Gray,  .1,  H.  Keighley,  and  G  .  E.  Barry.  Mr.  W.  Brown 
was  re-elected  clerk. 


WIMBLEDON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

On  Jan.  27  Mr.  H.  A.  Eolt,  the  hon.  treasurer  of  the 
above  society,  read  a  paper  before  the  members  at  the 
Alexandra  Hotel  on  "  Pika  Fishing,"  Mr.  G.  J.  Wheeler 
occupying  the  chair. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Eolt  first  gave  some  interesting  particulars 
as  to  the  habits,  voracity,  and  haunts  of  the  fish.  Coming 
to  the  practical  part  of  the  essay,  live  baiting  was  dealt 
with  in  a  lucid  and  instructive  manner.  By  the  aid  of 
lines,  floats,  and  tackle,  the  lecturer  explained  to  his 
audience  the  right  and  the  wrong  way  of  ensnaring  Lucius 
with  dace,  roach,  or  gudgeon,  giving  bfginners  many  a 
wrinkle  which  should  serve  them  in  good  stead  when  tfiey 
go  "jacking,"  Spinning  was  also  described  at  length,  the 
mem'bers  being  told  how  to  preserve  their  own  baits  for 
the  purpose,  the  speaker  holding  the  view  accepted  by  the 
majority  of  anglers,  that,  as  a  general  rule,  dead  natural 
baits  are  to  be  preferred  to  artificials.  Quite  an  array  of 
the  latter  were  handed  round  for  inspection,  including 
wagtails,  kill  devils,  phantom  minnows,  and  Cartmans. 
Ocular  demonstration  was  afforded  as  to  how  to  make  a 
spinning  trace  so  as  to  obviate  all  danger  of  the  line  kink- 
ing, and  a  few  hints  added  on  casting  from  the  winch 
direct,  Paternostering  and  snap  ledgering  were  likewise 
explained.  The  paper  was  interspersed  ^^ith  yarns  in 
connection  with  pike  fishing,  which  were  much  relished. 

At  the  close  of  the  reading  a  smokicg  concert  was  given, 
songs  being  contributed  by  the  chairman,  Messrs.  Gibba, 
Douglas,  Will  Mayne  (who  accompanied),  A.  Innes,  B. 
Innes,  H.  Hull,  H.  A.  Eolt,  H.  Collingridgo,  H.  Scrutton, 
and  others.  Ttiey  were  for  the  nioit  part  of  the  comic 
order,  the  musical  sketches  by  the  accompanist  being 
among  the  best  we  have  heard  for  a  long  time. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  lecturer,  and 
performers  brought  a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER,  S.W. 

The  Yachting  Exhibition,  which  will  remain  open  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium  from  Feb.  1  until  March  2,  is  the 
sixth  annual  display  of  its  kind  held  there,  and  the 
popularity  gained  each  year  by  its  predecessors  should  be 
even  greater  ttiis  year,  as  the  additions  made  in  the  scope 
cf  the  present  exhibition  make  it  appeal  to  a  much  wider 
section  of  the  community. 

The  exhibits  are  well  arranged,  and  can  be  seen  with 
ease,  as  the  whole  of  the  ground  floor  is  devoted  to  the 
punts,  canoes,  skiffs,  steam  launches,  and  other  craft ;  the 
South  Gallery  to  tsnts,  lamps,  and  various  accessories 
necessary  for  up-river  life,  camping  out,  &c. ;  while  the 
whole  of  the  Aquarium  tanks,  ranging  along  the  sou'.h  side 
of  the  building,  are  beicg  stocked  with  Salinonicia;  and 
coarse  fish  (preparatory  to  the  Fishery  Exhibition 
opening  March  5).  The  Pisciculture  display  is  continued 
in  the  South  Gallery,  where  Herr  Jaffe  is  showing,  for  the 
first  time  in  England,  specimens  of  herlets,  &c.  Mr.  E. 
Valentine  Corrie  and  Col.  Custance  purposes  showing 
(not  yet  ready)  practical  hatching  of  Salmonidx ; 
and  Mr.  Walter  L.  Brind-  Salino  fario,  &c.,  in 
various  stages.  The  important  loan  collection  of 
stuffed  fish  from  Indian  waters  collected  during 
the  memorable  visit  of  H.E.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
K.G,,  and  kindly  lent  by  His  Royal  Highness,  will 
be  found,  also  in  the  South  Gallery.  Near  here  there  is 
on  view  an  oil  painting,  by  John  Frsssr,  representing  the 
race  for  the  Gold  Cup,  1893,  between  the  Britannia  and 
Navahoe,  Britannia  winning,  exhibited  by  the  Carlton 
Gallery. 

In  the  east  section  (ground  floor)  Messrs.  Messum  and 
Sons,  of  Richmond;  Mr.  A.  H.  East,  of  Reading  ;  Miles 
and  Sod,  Gooding,  Mr.  E.  J.  Turk,  of  Kingston  ;  Messrs. 
J.  King  and  Co.,  of  Limehouse ;  and  Mr.  Jas.  Tajler,  of 
Chertsey,  exhibit  splendid  punts,  canoes,  skiffs,  and  steam 
launches;  Messrs.  Donald  Currie  and  Co.,  the  Castle 
Line  Packet  Company,  &c.,  the  Union  Steamship  Com- 
pany, and  the  Belle  Steamers,  fine  models  ;  Messrs.  King, 
Malcom,  and  Co.,  yachting  boots,  bags,  oilskins,  &c, ;  Mr. 
G.  H.  T.  Beamish,  models  of  kite  sails,  &c. ;  J.  Miles  and 
Co.,  boiler  fluid  ;  and  T.  Vernon  ai  d  Co.,  "  Ceres  fils  "  ; 
Garett  and  Anderson,  cycles  and  bells. 

In  the  west  area  section  of  the  exhibition  Messrs.  T.  S. 
Tagg  and  Son,  of  Tagg's  Island,  East  Molesay ;  G.  E. 
Duntoa  and  Co.;  Geo.  Harris,  of  Lalehan ;  Salter 
Brothers,  of  Oxford ;  J.  H.  Clasper,  of  Patney ;  J. 
King  and  Co.,  of  Limehouse,  exhibit  beautiful  pleasure 
punts,  skiffs,  dinghys,  canoes,  launches,  gondola,  &c,  ; 
Simpson  Stricilmd  and  Co.,  of  Dartmouth,  steam 
launches,  boilers,  apparatus,  &c.  Berthon  Boat  Com- 
pany, _  folding  boats;  Thames  Valley  Launch  Company, 
electric  launch  ;  E.  A.  McLachlan,  of  Stoke  Newington, 
electric  propeller;  J.  L.  Pollett,  of  Finsbury,  Macatawa 


canoes;  Glaser,  Bewars,  and  Co.,  of  London,  life-saving 
apparatus ;  E.  G.  Lacey,  of  London,  sea  anchors,  life- 
saving  apparatus  ;  the  Fi.-fliing  QaielJe;  Darby  and  Sons, 
stoves,  &c. ;  John  Enright  and  Son,  of  Castleconnell, 
fishing  tickle. 

In  the  up-iiver  sactlon,  south  gallery,  Messrs.  J. 
Edgington  and  Co.,  J.  Unite,  of  London,  Nicholson  and 
Co.,  of  Manchester,  and  F.  Cecil  Lane,  exhibit  tents, 
awnings,  beds,  and  other  requisites  ;  Bramston  and  Golto, 
of  London,  flags,  shields,  atd  garlands  ;  A.  A.  Smith, 
model,  &c.,  and  a  very  interesting  display  of  stuffed  fish 
from  the  Globe  Angling  Society  aui  other  societies  are  on 
view  in  south-west  and  north-west  galleries. 

Throughout  the  exhibition  the  entertainments,  includ- 
ing "  The  World's  Great  Show,"  at  2  and  7,  will  pro- 
ceed without  interruption,  and  as  all  the  Yachting  Exhibi- 
tion is  a  free  attraction,  the  present  programme  constitutes 
a  wondeifnl  shilling's  worth. 


BRISTOL  GOLDEN  CARP  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  nineteenth  annual  dinner  of 
this  society  was  held  at  their  headquarters.  Crown  and 
Dove  Hotel,  Bridewell-street,  when  between  forty  and 
fifty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  capital  repast, 
served  up  by  host  Crombie.  Mr.  E.  D.  Frost  presided, 
Mr.  D.  M.  Ford  occupying  the  vice-chair.  Telegrams  were 
received  from  Messrs.  F.  Westlake  and  G.  Wathen 
regretting  their  inability  to  attend  through  illness. 
Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  Lewis  C.  Wride 
(secretary),  J.  A.  White  (treasurer),  T.  P.  Griffiths,  A. 
Hamilton,  W.  H.  Mallard,  T.  Cleverdon,  E.  Havill,  J.  G. 
Price,  E.  Nash,  G.  E.  Hibbitt,  C.  Franklin,  M.  James,  A. 
James  (committee),  T.  R.  Jackson,  H.  E.  Cole,  D.  C. 
Hamilton,  J.  Willis,  E.  J.  Ball,  B.  Tovey,  G.  Eawle,  A.  C. 
White,  N.  C.  Harriman,  G.  Crispin,  "W.  Howarth,  H. 
Turner,  W.  Cox,  W.  R.  Coleman,  W.  H.  Frost,  J.  Lewis, 
A.  Chamberlain,  A.  Ashwin,  J.  Clements,  T.  R.  Privett, 
G.  Privett,  T.  Privett,  jun.,  T.  Varcoe,  E.  Chinnock,  J.  0. 
Davis,  A.  Poole,  S.  Edwatds,  ard  others. 

The  chairman,  in  submitting  the  loyal  toast,  spoke  of 
the  members  of  the  Royal  Family  being  ardent  anglers,  and 
he  believed  there  were  no  more  loyal  subjects  than  the 
angling  fraternity.  The  vice-chairman,  in  a  lengthy 
speech,  submitted  "  Old  England's  Defenders,"  and 
Trooper  T.  F.  Griffiths,  N.S.Y.C,  suitably  responded, 
remarking  that  good  old  English  pluck  still  existed 
amongst  the  ranks.  Mr.  T.  F.  Griffiths  (in  the  absenoa  of 
Mr.  Westlake)  proposed  the  "Bristol  Golden  Carp 
Angling  Association,"  and  said,  as  one  of  its  membars,  he 
complimented  the  members  of  the  committee  upon  their 
able  management  and  upon  the  success  which  had  been 
attained  by  the  club,  and  he  felt  sure  the  secretary's  work 
was  not  so  easy  as  it  looked.  Mr.  E.  D.  Frost  (president) 
respoiidoj,  and  thanked  those  present  for  their  kind 
support.  Referring  to  the  quarterly  stamp  arrangement, 
he  stated  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  G.W.E.  Company 
that  same  should  be  issued  accordingly.  Mr.  Lewis  C. 
Wride  (secret iry)  thanked  Mr.  Griffiths  for  coupling  his 
name  with  the  toast,  also  for  his  very  flattering  remarks. 
He  agreed  with  Mr.  Griffiths  that  there  was  always  plenty 
of  work  for  the  secretary.  Still,  no  matter  how  good  that 
sacretary  may  be,  he  must  have  a  good  working  committee 
if  success  is  to  be  obtained,  and  he  was  pleased  to  say  they 
had  a  committee  second  to  none,  which  is  the  baokbonei  of 
our  society,  and  may  be  proved  by  the  splendid  balance 
now  in  the  hands  of  our  treasurer.  He  was  pleased  to  say 
that  the  G.C.A.A.  (which  is  Bristol's  mother  society) 
still  maintain  the  honour  of  being  the  largest  of  its  kind  in 
the  West  of  England.  A  new  feature  in  our  programme 
for  1898  is  that  the  committee  have  decided  to  offer  ' '  a 
silver  challenge  cup  "  at  the  annual  contests,  to  be  won 
three  times  before  becoming  the  property  of  the  holder, 
which  will  be  in  addition  to  the  many  prizes  offered  for 
competition  each  year.  He  would  remind  those  present 
that  a  great  many  names  were  already  on  the  books  for 
proposition.  Our  number  being  limited,  I  trust  all  our 
old  members  will  take  out  their  travelling  cards  prior  to 
the  31st  inst.  (as  per  Eule  3),  otherwise  they  will  run  a 
great  risk.  During  the  evening  Mr.  A.  Hamilton  (artist) 
presented  the  association  with  a  splendid  oil  painting  of 
their  late  president,  Mr.  Henry  Inch.  The  life-like 
picture,  which  does  Mr.  Hamilton  great  credit,  was 
elaborately  framed,  the  frame  being  given  by  Mr.  Chas. 
Franklin.  In  a  few.  well  chosen  remarks,  Messrs. 
Hamilton  and  Franklin  handed  their  handsome  present  to 
the  committee,  expressing  a  desire  that  same  should 
occupy  the  best  position  in  the  club-room.  Mr.  E.  D. 
Frost,  on  behalf  of  the  association,  thanked  the  donors, 
remarking  that  the  work  of  art  was  simply  psrfection. 
He  would  assure  them  their  wish  should  be  carried  out, 
but,  with  their  kind  permission,  he  should  like  it  placed  in 
cue  of  his  shop  windows  in  the  city  prior  to  its  being 
finally  hung,  as  he  considered  every  one  who  knew  the 
late  Mr.  H.  Inch  would  be  pleased  to  see  it.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Mallard  submitted  "The  Visitors,"  which  was  responded 
to  by  Messrs.  T.  Varcoe  and  A.  Ashwin  in  very  suitable 
terms.  Mr.  J.  A.  White  proposed  "  The  Health  of  the 
Chairman  atid  Vice-Chairman,"  stating  he  had  been 
associated  with  them  a  great  number  of  years,  and  la  i 
mt!  uy  tight  lines  together.  He  s'aould  Hke  the  toast  drunk 
with  musical  honours,  inasmuch  as  they  were  not^onl ,  jolly 
good  fellows,  but  a  credit  to  the  association.  Messrs. 
Frost    and  Ford    suitably    responded.     Other  toasts 


To  Spoktsmbn. — T.  Barberry  and  Son3  stock  and  (18fi7)  model 
garment.?  now  being  offered  at  half  price  include  Gabardiro 
Shooting  Coats,  fl  lis,  (id,  ;  Homespun  Shooting  Coats, 
£1  lis,  t'.d, ;  and  K,B.  Breeches,  Via.  and  21s,  per  pair ;  Gabardine 
Highland  Capes,  21b.  ;  Yeoman  Coats  (unlined),  21s.  (lined), 
3l3.  tid, ;  Tweed  Weatherall  Overcoats,  fills.  Cd.;  Knickerbocker 
Stockings,  28.  9d.  per  pair.    30,  Haymarket,  Loudon. 


February  5,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


103 


folbwed,  the  remainder  of  the  evening  being  spent  in  high 
cliss  Lar-mony,  contributed  to  by  Messrs.  A.  Chamberliin, 
A.  Ashwin,  A.  Hamihou  (flute  solo),  E.  J.  Ball  (Miss 
Fiautlin),  T.  Varcoe,  Hamilton  Bros,  (flute  and  'cello 
duet),  C.  Franklin,  J.  Clements,  and  W.  Howirth 
(recitation). 


LEEDS  AND  DISTRICT  AMALGAMATED 
SOCIETY  OF  ANGLERS. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  eighth  annual 
report  of  this  flourishing  society  : 

"  The  eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  at 
the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Call-lane,  Leeds,  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  9,  1897,  Mr.  W.  Eoyston,  president,  in  the  chair. 
The  president,  after  welcoming  the  members  pressnt, 
called  upon  Mr.  Ingham,  one  of  the  hon.  secretaries,  to 
read  the  following  report : 

"  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, — I  have  much  pleasure 
in  presenting  this,  our  eighth  annual  report,  and  more  so, 
this  being  the  record  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign.  It  has 
also  been  a  recDrd_  year  iu  the  history  of  our  society,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  increase  of  numbers,  both  in  clubs  and 
individual  members,  as  also  in  finances.  The  number  of 
members  on  our  books  this  year  is  1136  in  comparison  with 
1042  last  year,  an  increase  of  91.  The  number  of  clubs  in 
amalgamation  this  year  is  57,  last  year  42,  an  increase  of 
15.  The  balance-sheet  which  you  have  before  you  shows 
a  balance  in  hand  of  £71  IGs.  Od.  ;  our  balance  last  jeir 
was  £52  lis.  4d.,  an  increase  this  year  of  £19  4s.  8d. 

"It  was  decided  this  year  to  have  a  match  ia  com- 
memoration of  Her  Majesty's  Diamond  .Jubilee,  to  be 
called  the  Diamond  Jubilee  Match.  The  match  was  at 
Huttons  Ambo,  near  Malton,  in  the  river  Derwent.  There 
were  205  entries,  and  it  proved  to  be  a  most  .succassful 
match ;  the  catches  were  fairly  good,  all  the  prizes  being 
taken. 

"The  Delegates'  Match.— This  match  was  not  a 
success  this  year  as  regards  the  numbers  competing,  only 
thirty-two  being  entered. 

"The  annual  dinner  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
Xov.  18,  when  seventy-sis  sat  down.  The  company 
included  representatives  from  the  railway  companies  and 
the  press,  also  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran. 

"  The  Match  Committee  met  in  good  time  this  year ;  the 
match  was  fished  at  Brigg;  the  entry  was  a  record  one, 
being  the  largest  we  have  had,  393  competing,  an  increase 
of  twenty-seven  over  last  year.  Considering  the  boisterous 
state  of  the  weather  the  catches  were  exceedingly  good, 
the  principal  fish  caught  being  bream,  several  grand 
specimens  being  weighed-in. 

"Kailw.ay  Committee.— This  very  important  com- 
mittee have  got  through  their  duties  remarkably  well  this 
year,  having  issued  1136  slips.  They  also  had  the  manage- 
ment of  the  excursion  to  Brigg  for  annual  match,  the 
commission  from  which  was  £5  I63. 

"  The  Acquisition  and  Management  of  Watees 
Committee.— The  important  and  diversified  work  of  this 
committee,  comprising  the  management  of  the  Roundhay 
Park,  Tadcaster,  and  Starbeok  fisheries,  has  hien  well 
and  faithfully  done  during  the  year.  Some  sixteen  meet- 
ings have  been  held,  and  the  attendance  of  committeemen, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  has  been  remarkably  good. 

"  EouxDHAv  Park.— The  improvement  of  this  fishery 
has  ever  been  CDnsidered  of  paramount  importance  to 
Leeds  anglers,  and  iu  various  ways  its  needs  have  been 
catered  for.  Boat  fishermen  have  received  encouragement 
by  the  lowering  of  the  tariff,  with  a  correspording  sub- 
stantial increase  in  the  receipts  from  that  source.  Early 
this  season,  prior  to  the  close  season,  900  good  perch  from 
tke  Burghley  Park  Fisheries,  Stamford,  were  put  into  the 
Waterloo  Late.  In  addition  to  this,  large  numbers  of 
roach  have  been  transferred  there  from  the  Canal 
Gardens,  and  three  consignments  of  large  roach  and  chub 
have  also  been  introduced,  many  of  the  former  weighing 
from  Jib.  to  l^lb. ;  one  or  two  chub  were  close  on  21b. 
weight.    These  were  all  strong  river  fish. 

"  The  top  lake  has  been  well  stocked  with  trout,  chiefly 
Loch  Leven  and  common  brown  trout,  and  a  few  American 
brook  trout,  and  during  the  time  it  has  been  closed  to 
anglers  these  have  thriven  immensely.  In  common 
angling  parlance  it  fairly  'boils'  with  fish.  Large  num- 
oers  of  the  smaller  fish,  no  doubt,  are  the  offspring  of 
our  initial  venture  in  trout  hatching  two  years  ago. 
There  are  plenty  of  takeable  fish  now  ranging  from  8oz. 
to  |lb. 

■'In  order  to  keep  up  the  supply  of  fish,  the  hatching 
boxes  have  been  again  laid  down,  and  by  the  time  this 
report  is  ia  the  hands  of  our  members  some  thousands  of 
trout  fry  will  be  ready  for  the  rearing  pond,  now  ia 
course  of  construction,  where  it  is  intended  to  keep 
them  until  they  are  ready  to  turn  into  the  Upper  Lake. 

We  are  also  renewing  our  application  made  last 
January  to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  for  a  consign- 
ment of  yearling  trout  for  the  top  lake.  The  receipts 
from  the  sale  of  tickets  are  very  encouraging,  the  total 
amount -.  eceived  being  £72  lis.  6d.,  the  amount  received 
™t  year  being  £49  33.  Od.,  an  increase  this  year  of 
£23  8s. 

. "  Tadcaster.— The  acquisition  of  this  length  of  the 
riTer  Wharfe  by  our  society  has  been  fully  justified  by 
results  up  to  now.  It  has  been  well  fished,  and  the 
average  baskets  taken  will  bear  comparison  with  those  at 
moat  othar  well-known  resorts.  The  work  of  stocking  at 
Tadcaster  is  being  proceeded  with,  and  it  is  gratifying 
this  year  to  possess  a  balance  on  the  right  side,  by  means 
of  which  we  can  import  fresh  strains  of  fish,  and  next 
season  we  can  predict  of  our  length  of  the  Wharfe  that  it 
will  be  second  to  none. 

"  Starbeck. — Here  we  have  a  spot  which  can  be  made 
an  ideal  resort  for  those  who  love  a  bit  of  still  water 
roachmg.  It  contains  some  good  tench,  and  a  few  shoals 
ot  perch,  which,  however,  seem  to  belong  to  the  dwarf 


species.  Two  large  signboards  have  been  erected,  and  a 
watcher  appointed  who  '  burns  '  with  zeal  and  devotion  to 
our  interests.  A  large  consignment  of  roach,  all  big  fish, 
were  put  into  this  reservoir  early  in  November,  and  a 
second  lot  is  on  order.  It  abounds  in  insect  life  and 
anacharis,  of  which  some  of  the  latter  would  be  better 
cleared  out. 

"  Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  chairman  and  the 
members  of  the  committee  for  their  unselfish  devotion  to 
the  interests  of  our  society.  Our  very  special  thanks  are 
due  also  to  Mr.  Ramshaw,  who  has  disoharg  sd  his  duties 
as  secretary  with  marked  ability  and  eftioienoy." 


RECEIVID  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Bottisliani  Iiocks  (Waterbeacli,  Cambridge).— 

Ten  minutes'  walk  from  G.E.R.  to  the  Green  Man  Inn 
(on  the  spot) ;  railway  service  good  for  this  popular  fishing 
resort.  During  the  week  dace  and  perch  fishing  quiet  ; 
roach,  some  days  good  upon  the  whole  fair  sport  ;  boiled 
wheat  and  paste  for  bait.  Plenty  of  good  swims  baited  all 
round  the  locks  ;  bank  angling  very  clean,  free  from  all 
obstructions.  This  is  all  free  water  for  miles  ;  boits  can 
be  had  on  the  spot.  The  pike  have  been  running  well.  The 
lock  keeper  told  me  this  week  that  within  a  mile  of  water 
there  have  been  over  fifty  lauded  up  to  01b.  each,  mostly 
with  Jardine  snap  tackle.  Plenty  of  good  live  biits,  both 
at  the  inn  and  of  the  lock  keep3r. — John  O'George. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  in  good  condition, 
but  wind  too  high  for  anything  to  be  attempted.  Prospects 
look  well  for  sport,  however,  as  soon  as  wind  and  rough 
weather  abates. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Cold  winds,  with  hail 
showers,  have  rather  cooled  the  ardour  of  the  early  trout 
fishermen,  who,  no  doubt,  had  the  mild  weather  of  the 
past  few  weeks  continued,  would  have  been  fairly  ''  in  it " 
by  this  time.  A  few  jack  have  been  taken  in  the  rivers, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  scoring  a  4-pounder,  and  Mr.  H. 
Hayman  one  of  31b.,  while  in  the  Canal  several  of  similar 
size  hive  been  accounted  for.  Mr.  T.  Calladine,  fishing 
between  Exwick  and  Cowley  early  this  week,  killed  a 
small  bag  of  perch  on  live  minnow,  but  no  specimen  fish. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Halladale  (Sutherlandshire).— The  Sandside  rod, 
fisbiog  No.  5  beat,  killed  a  fresh  run  salmon  of  8|lb.  off 
Forsil  Pool;  fly,  ''Silver  Caniry,"  No.  4  0;  also  two 
sea  trout,  fib.  each ;  and  landed  several  kelts  on  the 
Istinst.— N.  McW.  . 

Lea  (Broxbourne). — A  gentleman  caught  a  nice 
jack,  weighing  81b.,  in  the  Crown  Hotel  waters  on  Feb.  3. 
— H.  H.  Broughton. 

Loch  Ness  (N.B.).— Owing  to  the  continuaUon  of 
heavy  rain  this  famous  sheet  of  trolling  water  has  been  in 
full  flood  for  a  number  of  days,  and  salmon  on  the  run 
have  had  all  facilities  to  push  inland.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  on  the  opening  day  last  season  salmon 
were  netted  by  the  ton  on  the  Ness,  owing  to  the  lowness 
of  the  water;  but  there  is  no  fear  of  this  happening  this 
year.  Loch  Ness  holds  out  good  prospects  for  intending 
salmon  anglers.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Davis,  of  the 
Lovat  Arms,  Fort  Augustus,  expects  quite  a  number  of 
anglers  for  the  opening,  and  a  few  of  the  private  houses 
are  engaged,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  get  favourable 
weather  and  have  tight  lines.  Large  size  red  minnows 
(Brown's  Phantom)  have  proved  the  most  deadly  lures  in 
past  seasons  on  the  opening  week. — H.  S.  N. 

Loch  Oich  and  River  Garry.— The  above  waters 
open  on  the  11th,  and  good  angling  is  anticipated.  There 
is  a  good  head  of  fish  in  the  water,  and  with  the  river  Ness 
and  Oich  ia  full  flood,  they  have  all  chances  of  ascending  to 
the  upper  reaches.  The  Duke  of  Portland  is  expected  at 
Invergarry  on  the  opening  day. — H.  S.N. 

Loch  Tay. — Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather 
experienced  here  there  were  only  two  salmon  caught  on 
the  Loch  Tay  Hotel  water  during  the  last  week.  The 
201b.  salmon,  on  the  26th  ult.,  was  caught  by  Mr.  Galloway. 
On  the  27th  Mr.  Russel  had  one  weighing  191b. — Orange 
Hackle. 

CLUBS. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance  Tavern, 
Vassal-road,  Brixton,  S.W. — On  Jan.  30  we  had  a  good 
show  of  fish ;  Mr.  Lidbetter  weighed-in  birbel  from 
Datchet ;  some  fiin  dace  were  also  weighed-:n  from 
Teddington.  On  Feb.  6  we  have  a  roving  compjtition. 
Will  all  members  kindly  attend  on  next  mesting  night,  as 
we  have  some  important  business  to  settle,  and  several 
prizes  to  fish  for  before  close  of  season. — William  Eyke. 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  HUl  Gate.— 
On  Jan.  20  our  sweepstake  outing  took  place,  in  the  Dock 
Cut,  Walton  ;  result  :  Ben  Abrahams,  first ;  Harry 
Smith,  second ;  W.  Webb,  third.  G.  Blades  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace,  and  H.  Challen  a  nice  pike  of  91b.  o^oz. 
Messrs.  Jackson,  Richards,  and  H.  Slack  also  had  fish. 
It  was  decided  to  hold  a  grand  concert  at  our  clubhou  e 
on  Feb.  22,  for  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  Our 
room  has  been  enlarged.  Now  it  holds  200,  not  as  it  was 
before,  scarcely  100.  We  have  plenty  of  talent  fcr  the 
occasion. — Ben. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury. — We  had  a  good  meeting 
last  Wednesday.  Members  please  note  that  business  com- 
mences at  9  o'clock  sharp  on  Wednesday.  Memberi  j  lease 
to  attend  next  Wednesday  to  arrange  supper.  —  G. 
Haynes. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the  above  fished 
a  competition  at  Henley  on  Jan.  30,  for  their  Januaiy 
series  of  prizes,  with  the  following  result:  J.  Smith,  1; 
J.  Wigley,  2  ;  and  J.  Hobbs,  3.  On  the  3rd  inst.  Mr.  G.  H. 


Shepherd  weighed-in  IS^lb.  of  chub  from  the  Thames.— 
Alf.  Conn. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  8.W.— On  Feb.  2  Mr.  Brown 
had  some  nice  roach  from  the  Thames.  The  competition 
at  Pangbourne  on  Jan.  30  was  a  success,  although  more 
members  might  have  turned  up.  Fifteen  competed.  Mr. 
Dungate,  first,  with  51b.  4|oz, ;  Mr.  F.  Briggs,  second ; 
Mr.  Cecil,  third.  After  the  competition  we  adjourned  to 
the  Swan  Hotel  for  dinner. — H.  R. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  Jan.  30  Mr.  A.  Turner  weighed-in  61b.  2Joz.  reach, 
from  Pangbourne;  he  also  caught  a  trout  weighing  4ilb., 
which  was  returned.  On  Feb.  27  we  fish  acompjtiuon 
for  four  prizes  ;  locale  to  be  settled  next  meeting  night.— 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
Jan.  .30  Messrs.  G.  Percival,  E.  Baxter,  A.  Howland,  and 
T.  Twyman  weighed-in  roach.  If  members  do  not  attend 
next  Tuesday  night,  the  last  club  match  of  the  season  will 
be  made  in  their  absence. — T.  Twvman. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road.— On  Wednesday  last  we  had  a 
good  attendance  of  members,  when  a  new  working 
member  was  proposed.  Members  will  please  note  next 
Wednesday  is  a  general  meeting,  and  I  hope  to  see  all 
members  present  on  important  business.  On  the  30th  ult. 
several  members  were  out,  but  only  two  weighed-in,  Mr. 
Crosthwaite,  jack  (taken  Mr.  B.  Xewbold's  prize)  and  Mr. 
R.  Juchm,  perch. — Phil. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-road, 
Tottenham.  —  Few  members  have  been  out  lately,  and 
have  had  little  success.  Our  second  smoking  concert  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  9,  at  headquarters.  C.  D. 
Roberts,  Esq.,  M.C.C.,.will  occupy  the  chair.  Admission 
will  be  by  programme  only.  Commence  at  8.30,  sharp. — 
W.  S.  Pru"e. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. —  1  am 
pleasjd  to  inform  my  brother  anglers  that  I  have  so  far 
recovered  from  my  illness  that  1  have  resumed  uiy 
secretarial  duties,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  record  to  my 
credit  a  few  shows  of  fish  before  the  season  i-loses.  We 
hid  a  good  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames,  contributed 
by  Messrs.  C.  and  F.  Watling,  A.  Dutton,  C.  Holmes,  J. 
Grist,  and  J.  Osborne.  R.  Owen  proved  himself. champion 
of  the  day  with  a  brace  of  jack  weighing  respectively 
161b.  7oz.  aud  121l\  4oz.    Total,  521b.  loz.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — The  smoking  concert 
on  Jan.  29  was  a  great  success  ;  some  very  good  songs  were 
well  sung  by  Messrs.  Mills,  Jones,  Dr.  Jimson,  B.  Severs, 
A.  Eavery,  aud  several  other  anglers.  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
of  tha  Stepney  A. S.,  made  a  very  good  chairman,  and  a 
very  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  Mr.  Eavery  secured  a 
pike  of  about  6|lb.,  on  Jan.  29  ;  Mr.  Jones  took  three  pike 
from  the  Langford  Waters,  on  .Ian.  30.  Mr.  W.  Wood- 
ford has  again  been  fortunate  in  securing  some  nice  roach, 
several  scaling  over  lib.  each,  on  Jan.  30.  Messrs.  Mills, 
Dr.  Jimson,  Hamilton,  and  Chamberlain  also  secured  some 
roich.  Mr.  F.  Anderson  caught  over  forty  roach,  from 
the  canal  at  Heybridge  on  the  1st  inst.  The  next  smoking 
oncert  will  be  held  at  Heybridge  Half  Moon,  on  Feb.  12, 
when  it  is  hoped  members  will  muster  strong,  and  make  it 
a  successful  evening. — J.  Keen. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
HoUoway-road. — On  Jan.  30  only  two  members  weighed- 
in:  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  bream,  roach,  and  dice  ;  Mr.  Wells, 
daoe.  On  Feb.  0  the  members  will  compete  for  five  prizes 
at  Staines;  roving;  from  the  bridge  to  the  lock.  Members 
not  going  by  the  first  train  must  report  themselves  on  the 
bank  before  commencing  fishing. — H.  Stretch. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Grove- 
House  Tavern,  Camberwell-grove,  S.E. — On  Feb.  3  we 
had  a  nice  show  of  fish  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Brown  won 
£1  Is.,  given  by  the  Cygnus  Swimming  Club  ;  and  Mr.  J. 
GUI,  £1  Is.,  given  by  Mr.  May  Edwards.  Next  week  we 
have  a  lecture,  entitled,  "  A  Trip  on  a  Norfolk  River," 
illustrated  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company's 
slides,  at  8  p.m. ;  concert  to  follow. — A.  Baldwin. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  BethnaJ  Green. — On  Jan.  30  Mr.  S. 
Delicu  weighed  two  jack,  171b.  15oz.,  taken  in  the  naviga- 
tion water  above  St.  Margaret's  Lock,  in  the  Lea.  The 
fish  are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  W.  Dennis  for  preservation. 
Mr.  W.  Dennis  hid  a  few  perch  and  a  nice  roach,  lib.  Ooz. 
Mr.  W.  Poone  aud  Mr.  S.  Orrow  also  weighed-in  roach. 
We  fish  at  Maldon  on  Feb.  0  for  the  prize  left  on  hand. 
Our  first  Bohemian  concert  will  take  place  on  the  loth  at 
the  above  house,  iu  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Fund. 
— E.  Brockett. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Pitzroy-square,  W. — On  Jan.  .30 
a  few  of  our  membsrs  were  out,  with  the  following  result: 
Mr.  Petrie,  roach,  01b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Roach,  roach,  31b.  IJoz. 
Our  smoking  concert  takes  place  next  Tuesday.  All 
friends  welcome. — W.  Alois. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Daptford. — Several  members  of  the 
above  were  out  on  Jan.  30  :  Mr.  Steer,  dace  and  perch. 
We  fish  a  match  in  the  Lea  cu  Feb.  13,  for  several  money 
prizes.  Some  very  important  business  will  be  brought 
forward  on  Saturday  evening  next,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  be  present. — H.  Tyler 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Roydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  Jan.  oO  the  toUowiug  won  the  prizes  at 
our  Windsor  competition  :  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Richards, 
Mr.  G.  Styman,  aud  Mr.  F.  Renn.  The  following 
members  also  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Maples  and  Mr.  Walker, 
sen.  Our  nest  re'.urn  visit  on  the  No.  2Eaitjrn  takes 
place  at  the  above  on  Feb.  22.  Members  also  note  that 
this  is  February  monthly  jack  prize.— W.  Harden. 
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In  order  to  publish  the  Fixliing  Gazette  in  time  for  the 
trade,  it  has  become  absolutely  necessary  to  go  to  press 
early  on  Friday  morning.  In  future  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  six  o'clock  on  Thursday  to  ensure  insertion. 


Mr.  H.  J.  TiBBATTS,  well  known  to  London  anglers  as 
one  of  the  trustees  to  the  Anglers'  Association,  has  taken 
the  Alexandra  Hotel,  at  Southend-on-Sea.  In  the  course 
of  CMiversation  during  a  recent  visit,  he  tells  me  that  the 
Pier  Extension  is  now  open  free  until  further  notice.  The 
quantity  of  fish  taken  during  the  last  week  is  remarkable. 
Mr.  Welsh  and  friend,  in  three  days,  had  over  400  fish— 
"  not  silly  little  things,  but  decnit  fish."  Fish  or  no  fish, 
one  thing  is  certain,  that  "  H.  J.  T."  is  sure  to  be  visited 
by  many  of  his  numerous  friends,  now  that  they  can  find 
him  at  the  Alexandra. 

 >♦♦»<  

Anglers  will  hear  with  pleasure  the  fact  that  Mr. 
J.  A.  Fitch,  secretary  of  the  Great  Northern  Brothers 
A.S,,  has  so  far  recovered  from  bis  late  illness  as  to  resume 
his  secretarial  duties. 

 >  *  «  ♦  <  

Mr.  H.  a.  Eolt,  of  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society, 
will  read  a  paper  before  the  members  and  frionds  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday,  at  8  p.m.,  at  the 
Sun  Hotel,  Kingstoc-ou-Thames. 

The  Anchor  Fishing  Society  is  to  hold  a  smoking 
coEcart  on  March  1,  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Ke- 
stocking  Association.  An  influential  committee  has  been 
formed  to  carry  the  matter  through.  Other  clubs  should 
follow  suit,  as  the  T.R.A.  is  well  worthy  of  support. 
 > ♦ <  

I  AM  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong, 
of  Cardiff,  enclosing  three  flies  tied  by  a  fellow  member  of 
his  angling  society,  Mr.  'J"om  Moore,  who,  Mr.  Armstrong 
states,  has  only  one  arm.  Upon  t)ie  rare  occasions  that  I 
have  attempted  the  manufacture  of  trout  flies  I  used  two 
artns,  and  could  with  advantage  have  employed  a  third, 
while  the  resulting  flies  had  but  little  refcmblance  to  any 
flying  or  creeping  thing.  Mr.  Moore's  flies,  though  not 
possessing  the  finish  of  the  professional,  are  good, 
strongly  made  flies,  which  skilfully  used  will  kill  feeding 
fish  on  any  water,  and  would  be  a  credit  to  any  amateur. 
How  Mr.  Moore  has  succeeded  in  his  fly  tying,  handi- 
capped as  he  has  been,  it  would  hi  interesting  to  learn. 
I  wonder  if  Mr.  ^r/*/strong  was  of  any  help  to  him  in 
supplying  lus  deficiencies. 


Mr,  S.  Steward,  fishing  the  Cotsum  reach  of  the 
river  Wissey  recently,  captured  a  nice  pike  of  lt)Jlb.,in 
the  pink  of  perfection,  which  is  being  preserved. 

 >»♦♦ <  

Mr.  Charles  Walker  gave  an  interesting  lecture  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  last  Monday.  His 
subject  was  "  Artificial  Flies :  both  Dry  and  Wet."  He 
pointed  out  that  iu  the  case  of  dry  flies,  no  one  could 
possibly  recognise  _  the  artificial  through  knowing  the 
natural  fly  which  it  is  supposed  to  represent,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  Ephemerirln'.  But,  notwithstanding  this 
fact,  the  fisherman  went  on  using  these  flies  year  after 
year,  and  though  he  hioGsslf  could  not  possibly  have 
kcown  what  fly  they  were  supposed  to  represent,  unless  he 
had  been  told,  he  expects  the  trout  to  know  it  at  once. 
The  lecturer  then  gave  several  instances  of  triah  made  by 
himself  and  others  with  flies  dressed  with  the  wings  in 
the  natural  position.  He  pointed  out  that  the  position  of 
the  wings  was  most  important,  as  a  wrong  position  altered 
the  whole  contour  of  the  fly.  Judging  from  the  results 
of  the  trials  he  described,  which  seem  to  have  given  the 
flies  tied  in  the  ordinary  way  a  much  better  chance  than 
his  own,  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  truth  of  his 
arguments.  Several  of  the  members  at  the  end  of  the 
lecture  also  said  that  their  observations  of  the  natural 
flies  on  the  water  bore  out  the  lecturer's  statements.  Mr. 
Brown,  among  these,  said  that  on  one  occasion  he  had 
thrown  a  lot  of  Alder  flies  on  to  the  water  from  a  bridge. 
He  noticed  that  the  fish  never  touched  those  flies  the 
wings  of  which  he  had  disarranged,  while  they  took  freely 
those  which  had  their  wings  in  the  normal  position. 
 >  ♦  »  »  <  

Mr.  Walker  then  showed  the  imitation  cf  several 
natural  flies,  some  of  which  were  tied  by  himself  and  some 
by  Mrs.  Eichardson,  and  they  were  really  like  the  natural 
fly,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  the  generally 
accepted  patterns  of  the  particular  flies  he  showed  the 
members,  particularly  in  the  cases  of  such  flies  as  the 
Alder,  Bluebottle,  Cowdung,  Black  Gnat,  and  Sedges. 
He  then  went  on  to  the  subject  of  wet  flies,  and  pointed 
out  that  he  found  the  imitations  of  corixcO,  freshwater 
shrimps,  and  other  creatures  ^vhich  have  the  power  of 
swimming  under  water,  much  more  successful  than  the 
imitations  of  natural  flies,  which  he  did  not  believe  the 
trout  ever  took  for  the  natural  fly  they  were  supposed  to 
represent.  Notwithstanding  that  this  was  a  somewhat 
startling  new  theory,  none  of  his  hearers  brought  forward 
any  arguments  against  it.  Among  the  flies  he  showed 
was  an  imitation  of  the  freshwater  shrimp,  and  a  green 
caterpillar  which  he  used  as  a  dry  fly,  and  with  which  he 
had  killed  many  fish. 


Writing  from  Cheltenham,  "Red-finned  Novice," 
reports  a  good  capture  of  roach  with  a  mixture  of  bread 
and  bloater  paste.  As  against  other  baits  he  finds  nothing 
to  beat  the  "bloater."  He  also  says  that  shrimp  or 
anchovy  paste  would  answer  equally  well.  So  far  as  my 
experience  goes,  all  the  pastes  above  enumerated  are  good 


enough  for  me,  but  "  King's  Natural  "  is  better  thau  any- 
thing. There  is  a  saying  that  breai  crust  is  a  most 
effective  bait,  but  it  now  appears  that  fish  want  something 
more  savoury  ! 



I  HEAR  that  "Straw  Hat"  is  busily  engaged  upon  a 
work  ou  "  Lawn  Tennis  "  (to  be  issued  before  Easter),  for 
Messrs.  Dean  and  Sons,  of  IGOa,  Fleet-street. 


DrRli\(i  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  28th  ult.,  Mr. 
Charles  Hawkins  submitted  for  letting,  by  auction,  at  the 
Town  Hall,  Downham  Market,  the  right  of  rod  fishicg 
in  the  river  Ouse,  between  Littleport,  Southery,  and 
Hilgay,  the  full  details  of  which  appsared  in  the  Fi.<hiiit/ 
Gazet;c  of  Jan.  22,  it  being  stated  that  this  portion  of  the 
river,  known  as  the  "  Southery  Fishery,"  was  considered 
to  be  the  test  of  the  water  for  pike,  bream,  roach,  perch, 
and  chub  fishing.  After  some  competition,  the  right  was 
"  knocked  down  "  to  Capt.  Hills  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  from  Feb.  1,  at  £11  per  annum. 

 >  ♦  ♦  ♦  <  

On  Jan.  29  and  31,  in  the  Avon,  near  the  Castle  Hotel, 
Emgwood,  Messrs.  H.  G.  C.  Booth  and  F.  E.  C.  Clark,  of 
the  London  Stock  Exchange,  took,  besides  several  others, 
four  good  pike,  of  17|lb.,  141b.,  lajlb.,  and  101b.  This 
part  of  the  Avon  may  be  fished  by  staying  at  the  ( 'astle 
Hotel,  Ringwood. 


"  Wasp  Grl  b  ''  sends  us  an  account  of  a  nice  catch  at 
Yedingham,  on  the  Yorkshire  Derwent,  recently.  Total 
weight  of  catch  231b.  lOoz.  Largest  roach,  lib.  lOoz.  ; 
largest  grayling,  lib.  5|oz.  Twenty  fish,  201b.  Joz.  Two 
fish  weighed  21b.  5oz.  ;  six  fish  weighed  81b.  j  two  fish 
weighed  lib.  loz. ;  ten  fish  weighed  8Ib.  lOJoz.  They 
were  captured  by  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill,  of  the  Leeds  Angling 
Club,  on  Jan.  21. 


OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  ()  (New  Series). 


MR.  HENRY  TAUTZ, 

Whose  portrait  appears  above,  is,  like  most  F.  G.  anglers, 
a  life-long  fisherman.  His  first  experience  at  Deal  con- 
verted him  to  the  "  gentle  art "  as  practised  on  the  sea; 
and  I  say  it  with  regret,  he  has  become  so  enamoured  of 
salt  water  angling  that  he  has  neglected  freshwater  fish- 
ing somewhat  in  its  favour.  Mr.  Tautz  siys  his  best 
day's  fishing,  and  a  thoroughly  good  diy,  too,  was 
Boxing  Day,  1896,  when  he  captured  ten  score  whiting 
and  forty  cod  ranging  from  161b.  to  201b.  Mr.  Tautz's 
medical  adviser  says  that  his  devotion  to  sea  angling  has 
probably  increased  his  life  by  some  ten  years,  a  fact  which 
land  all  his  friends  are  delighted  to  learn.  Mr.  Tautz 
and  his  friend,  Mr.  A.  W.  Taylor,  whose  poitrait  appeired 
recently,  are  not,  of  course,  brothers,  but  they  may  be 
seen  very  frequently  together,  and  are  known  amongst  the 
Deal  fraternity  as  the  "  Two  T's." 


One  of  the  neatest  signs  I  have  yet  seen  is  that  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  headquarters  at  Leigh.  The  society's  agent, 
Mr.  F.  Homewood,  the  landlord  of  the  Ship  Hotel,  has 
had  a  very  much  enlarged  model  of  a  bait  can  made  in 
zinc.  Coloured  tastefully  in  chocolate  and  black,  with 
gold  lettering,  it  is  a  handsome  and  thoroughly  appropriate 
ornament.  _  N.B. — The  maker  of  the  sign  did  not  know 
what  a  bait  can  would  be  like,  so  he  copied  a  cut  from 
Messrs.  Farlow's  advertisement  in  the  Fiihing  Gazette, 
and  a  thoroughly  good  job  he  made  of  it. 

 >♦■♦•»<  

Although  a  strong  north-westerly  gale  wag  blowing  at 
Brandon  on  Jan.  30,  several  skilful  anglers  succeeded  in 
capturing  some  good  fish.  Many  members  of  London 
angling  clubs  were  in  evidence,  as  also  gentlemen  from 
Newmarket  and  Cambridge — nmongstthem  being  Messrs. 


Scoby,  Hariison,  and  Burns.  On  Thursday,  Jan.  27, 
Mr.  R.  J.  Tomlin  (of  Wanstead),  out  with  fisherman 
Woolfey,  had  371b.  of  pike,  averaging  71b.  Mr.  A.  H. 
Dongwoith  had  301b.  (and  lost  a  beauty  !).  Other 
successful  anglers  were  Messrs.  AY'lUiam,  Lawrence,  and 
Hall,  with  roach  and  jaok.  Mr.  H.  Smith  (of  London) 
also  had  two  very  nice  jack.  Had  rude  Boreas  behaved 
himself  sport  would  have  been  simply  grand. 

 >♦»»  <  

Mr.  H.  J.  Clark,  the  hon.  secretary  of  some  club  in 
London,  wrote  offering  his  club  members' fish  on  loan  to 
the  forthcoming  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium,  but  he  neglected  to  add  any  address  to  bis 
communicition,  or  even  the  name  of  his  club,  which 
would,  of  course,  be  the  means  of  tracing  him  at  once. 
Will  he  kindly  communicate  with  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole, 
Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster  ? 

Some  good  jack  are  being  taken  from  the  Anglers' 
Association  waters  in  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  between 
West  Drayton  and  Slough.  Even  the  Basin  is  yielding 
some  good  fish. 

 >»♦♦<  

Mr.  F.  H.  A.mphlett,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  informs  me  that  a  Thames 
trout  of  91b.  was  taken  at  the  Town  End  Hole,  Kingston, 
on  Tuesday  I ly  a  bank  angler  named  Sexton.  The  trout 
took  a  gudgeon  which  was  being  used  as  a  bait  for  jack. 
The  trout  was,  of  course,  returned  to  the  water. 


"Thames  Angling  News"  for  February  has  reached 
me.  It  is  up  to  its  usual  standard.  The  front  article  is 
liy  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley  upon  Thames  angling. 


A  tLUB  angler,  signing  himself  "Duffer,"  sends  the 
following :  "  I  arn  only  a  young  angler,  not  young  in 
years,  but  in  iniquity  from  the  fish's  view,  and  am  a  duffer, 
for  I  have  been  told  so,  and  only  differ  from  some  others 
in  knoiviiii/  it.  However,  I  believe  everything  in  nature 
has  its  use,  and  even  a  piscatorial  duffer  may  do  some 
good  in  furnishing  sport  for  others  if  not  for  himself.  He 
may  'throw  a  hatchet '  better  than  a  fly,  or  tell  a  story  as 
naturally  as  anyone.  It  has  lately  occurred  to  me  that  1 
might  benefit  my  society  and  at  the  same  time  enjoy  some 
sport  with  the  jack  in  our  trout  stream  near  St.  Albans. 
It  had  been  reported  that  a  society,  not  a  hundred  ttiles 
from  Watford,  had  turned  a  number  of  jack  into  the  water 
below  ours,  s  ome  of  which  were  certain  to  work  up  into 
our  water,  causing  considerable  destruction  to  the  trout. 
Now,  I  think  if  others  as  well  as  myself  would  go  for 
these  jack  we  do  as  much  good  as  our  society  does  by 
re-stocking  with  young  trout,  and  perhaps  more.  We  put 
some  two-year-old  trout  in  our  water  two  years  ago,  and 
wondered  what  becime  of  them  shortly  afterwards.  We 
were  only  allowed  to  fish  this  water  with  an  artificial  fly 
then,  and  I  think  1  know  what  became  of  most  of  these 
small  trout — and  so  do  the  jack,  I  fancy. 


"  Our  witer  committee  has  lately  given  us  permission 
to  fish  for  the  jack  during  the  winter  months,  and  I  have 
had  some  success  and  sport  with  them,  having  taken 
twelve  fish  with  live  bait  on  a  '  Jardine  snap,'  six  of  which 
each  weighed  over  31b.  (the  largest  51b.  4oz  ),  in  the  three 
times  1  have  fished  for  them.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say 
that  I  have  had  a  record  take  of  jack  for  either  size  or 
number,  but  I  should  like  to  have  an  estimate  approxi- 
mately from  a  competent  authority  as  to  the  number  of 
trout  lives  I  have  probibly  saved  by  killing  these  twelve 
jack,  or  how  many  young  trout  should  be  turned  into  the 
water  to  compensate  for  the  destruction  that  would  have 
hien  caused  by  them  had  they  been  allowed  to  live  and 
thrive  at  our  expense.  I  write  this,  hoping  that  it  may 
lead  to  other  societies  as  well  as  ours  encouraging  their 
members  to  catch  the  jack  with  good  sized  live  bait. 
Spinning  with  a  wagtail,  or  even  live  baiting  with  a  small 
bait,  might  cause  the  destruction  of  a  few  trout ;  but  with 
a  large  live  bait  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  danger  of  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  unless  it  might  be  a  very  large  trout, 
which  is  better  out,  as  it  is  nearly  as  destructive  as  a  jack 
of  the  same  size." 

The  Westminster  Angling  Society  announce  that  their 
February  match  will  be  fished  on  Feb.  13  from  Rye  House 
Bridge  to  St.  Margaret's  Bridge.  Leave  Liverpool 
Street  for  Eye  House  9  o'clock,  return  7.20;  two  rods  ; 
jack  barred. 


I  hear  very  good  accounts  of  tne  fishing  at  Deal  the 
last  week-end.  The  tides  did  not  suit  at  the  daytime,  but 
at  night  large  tikes  of  fish ,  principally  whiting,  were  had 
on  the  pier  and  in  boats.  Mr.  A.  W.  Taylor  and  his 
party,  between  10  and  12  p.m.  on  Jan.  29,  had  nearly  a 
score  of  fair  sized  codling  and  four  score  of  whiting  ;  and 
Mr.  G.  E.  Clarke,  fishing  with  Mr.  Eichardson  and  James 
Cook,  the  boatman,  had  nearly  nine  score  in  two  hours. 
On  Jan.  30  there  was  a  strong  west  wind  blowing,  which 
stopped  fishing  in  the  daytime. 


According  to  Lord  Tweedmouth,  the  area  of  the 
herring  ue^a  used  in  Scotland  one  year  was  no  less  than 
164  000,000  square  yards,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  lines 
in  daily  use  was  82,000,000  yards,  or  about  42,000  miles,  or 
enough  to  go  once  and  three-quarters  round  the  globe. 
 >♦»♦<  

Weary  Waggle;  "No,  your  worship,  I  was  proceed- 
ing homeward  after  attending  an  angling  supper.  In  fact,  I 

was  almost  at  Bloomsbuiy  "  Constable  :  "  He  stopped 

the  trathc  in  Oxford-street,  your  honour.  He  was  trying 
to  shake  hands  with  a  letter-box,  and  saying  he  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Queen  himself  I  "  .  Dragnet. 
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^om  from  ti)e  jBicrti). 

The  fortnightly  gales  so  -characteristic  of  the  present 
winter  aJl  through  brought  with  them  a  good  splash  of 
rain,  and  the  rivers  rose  a  little  last  week.  Still  the  June- 
January  weather  continues,  and,  if  anything,  milder  than 
ever.  ____ 

The  Ythan  and  Ugie,  North  and  Soath  Esks,  and  some 
other  later  streams  do  not  open  till  the  28th  inst.,  and 
there  are  a  few  later  stiU. 


In  a  season  like  the  present  those  rivers  and  estuaries 
provided  with  dam  dykes,  like  the  Don  and  South  Esk,  wiU 
prove  the  most  prolitic  to  the  netter.  The  fish  will  be  got 
in  the  pools  below  the  dyke  by  the  200  and  300,  while  on 
the  Dee  the  opening  day  may  not  yield  the  tacksman  above 
a  score.  The  reason  is  obvious.  On  the  Dee  there  are  no 
dykes,  and  the  early  fiih  are  free  to  ascend  before  the 
nets  are  in.  On  the  streams  with  dykes  the  fish  are 
actually  entrapped  in  the  pools  weeks  before  the  opening 
day.  It  is  the  produce  of  many  tides,  huddled  together  in 
one  seething  mass  till  the  net  is  put  in,  that  the  tacksman 
rathlessly  sweeps  out  us  his  opening  day's  spoil.  Now,  if 
it  be  illegal  to  take  any  fish  thit  may  come  into  the  net 
aftar  the  annual  closs  time  has  commenced  when  stress  of 
weather  may  prevent  the  fisherman  from  lifting  the  leader, 
is  it  not  equally  as  iUegil  to  kill  fish  that  came  into  the 
trap  before  the  season  commenced  ?  Of  course  we  know 
the  letter  of  the  law  may  not  favour  this  view,  but  the 
spirit  of  it  does,  and  the  watchers  and  others  should  have 
power  to  empty  these  pools  of  their  spoil  prior  to  the 
opening,  and  assist  the  fish  upstream  till  such  time  as 
these  dam  dykes  are  done  away  with.  The  fish  actually 
belong  to  the  angling  proprietors  above,  and  should 
certainly  be  in  their  waters. 


It  is  understood  that  steps  are  being  taken  by  gentlemen 
prominently  identified  with  the  fishing  industry  to  start  a 
new  ice  company  in  Aberdeen.  The  preliminary  arrange- 
ments are  reported  to  be  well  advanced,  and  there  is  every 
likelihood  of  the  scheme  being  promoted  immediately. 


The  early  spring  salmon  retains  his  silvery  colour  longer 
than  any  other  of  his  kind  which  comes  into  the  river  later 
on.  Spring  fish  are  got  in  the  higher  reaches  of  our 
long  seasoned  rivers  in  the  month  of  May  actually  in 
better  colour  and  condition  after  a  five  mOLttis'  sojourn  in 
the  river  than  many  of  their  later  cousins  which  do  not 
leave  the  briny  for  months  after.  When  the  temperature 
of  the  water  rises  above  45deg.  the  browning  colour 
rapidly  takes  the  place  of  the  silver. 

The  Spey  pollution  case  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Court  of  Session  for  five  days  last  week,  and  two  days  on 
this  hearing  proof  alone,  a  summary  of  which  will  be  f  ouad 
in  another  coloumn. 

No  more  interesting  pollution  trial  has  taken  place  in 
recent  years,  and  the  best  expert  evidence  has  been 
requisitioned  on  both  sides  for  the  tussle. 

The  argumentj  pro  and  con.  will  be  heard  later  on,  and 
then  Lord  Kylachie  will  consider  his  judgment.  Which- 
ever way  it  goes,  a  mass  of  very  interesting  angling  and 
scientific  facts  have  been  elicited  and  verified  which  are 
well  worth  perusal. 

A  very  gruesome  discovery  was  made  by  Lord  Kintore's 
head  keeper  in  a  round  of  his  water  on  the  Don  the  other 
day,  when  he  discovered  the  body  of  a  man  caught  by  a 
stake  in  the  centre  of  the  river.  With  help  the  body  was 
brought  to  the  bank,  and  ultimately  identified  as  that  of 
Wm.  Bisset,  a  shoemaker  on  Deeside,  who  had  gone 
amissing  about  the  New  Year. 

The  Dundee  whalers  are  to  abandon  the  Arctic  Seas 
around  Greenland  and  Davis  Straits  for  Hudson's  Bay. 
The  natives  say  there  are  plenty  of  whales  there  towards 
the  faU  of  the  year,  and  the  Active,  under  Capt.  Murray, 
is  to  essay  the  truth  of  this  statement. 

£2  or  £3  per  cran  for  herrings  was  wont  to  be  considered 
a  big  price  ;  but  these  figures  were  fairly  put  into  the 
shade  on  Wednesday,  when  some  lots  offered  for  sale  here 
fetched  the  high  figure  of  £7  2s.  per  cran.  Of  course,  the 
fish  were  bought  by  fishermsn  to  be  used  for  bait  for 
Aberdeen  and  Peterhead  fishermen. 


A  shepherd  was  fined  £2  for  taking  a  salmon  from  the 
Ythan  last  week.  The  gaff  ■pas  produced,  and  the 
prosecutor  hoped  his  lordship  was  satisfied  the  shepherd 
did  not  require  it  for  herding.  The  sheriff  said  it  was  very 
like  a  crook,  and  was  quite  scriptural.  However,  he  must 
convict  him,  and  confiscate  the  "  crook." 

"  The  Eoyal  Dee  "  is  the  title  of  a  new  Deeside  guide, 
by  a  well  known  hand.  Neither  mountain  tarn  or  low- 
land stream  has  been  omitted.'  It  is  the  best  yet  produced 
of  many  to  the  royal  valley.  Special  Scotch. 


Love,  Courtship,  and  Marriaqe  are  naturally  subjects  of 
Interest  for  every  young  girl.  The  chief  ambition  is  to  have  a 
rich  hnshand  and  an  extensive  establishment,  but  her  ideas 
become  greatly  modified  aa  her  experience  of  the  world  grows 
more  matured.  At  list  she  settles  down  to  the  conviction  that 
riches  do  not  mean  happiness,  and  she  determines  to  be  content 
with  true  worth,  even  if  allied  to  comparative  poverty.  When  she 
comes  to  this  frame  of  mind  she  makes  herself  worthy  to  be  a 
true  helpmate  to  the  man  of  her  choice,  Her  first  duty  ia  to 
Bbtain  the  blessing  T)f  sound  health  ;  Holloway's  Pills  will  give  all 
thftt  is  required  in  this  direction  if  they  are  taken  with  regularity. 


Iptovincial  IRotea 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Severn  Fishery  Board  held  their  quarterly  meeting 
at  Birmingham  on  Thursday  last,  Jan.  27,  when  that 
very  important  question  of  taking  out  licences  for 
coarse  fish  ■was  again  discussed,  the  result  being,  that 
matters  remain  the  same  as  they  were  twelve  months  ago, 
and  that  no  solution  to  the  difficulty  has  yet  been  arrived 
at.  The  board  say  that  they  iutend  to  take  all  the  coarse 
fish  out  of  the  river  above  Lincombe  Weir,  and  yet  they 
are  trying  to  compel  the  anglers  to  take  out  the  oidinary 
shilling  licence  for  fishing  a  water  where  there  are  no  fish. 
This  the  anglers  w  ill  never  do,  and  if  the  board  follow  out 
this  policy,  they  will  fird  their  water  very  little  patronised, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  those  who  take  out  licences  to  make 
themselves  secure  against  prosecution — that  is,  should 
they  be  fortunate  enough  in  taking  a  trout  when  fishing 
for  coarse  fish — will  abstain  from  increasing  the 
revenues  of  the  board,  and  the  liceaces  will  remain 
as  so  much  waste  paper  at  the  board  oflices. 
From  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting, 
it  appca-s  that  the  coarss  fish  and  fishermen  have 
very  little  to  thank  the  board  for,  and  if  a  test  case  was 
brought  about,  and  ended  in  favour  of  the  anglers,  the 
coarse  fish  would  not  be  allowed  to  remain  long  in  the 
river.  Some  means  should  be  taken  to  bring  about  a 
better  understanding,  and  the  claims  of  the  coarse  fisher- 
men should  b3  taken  into  consideration,  as  they  are 
willing  to  pay  the  shilling  for  a  licence,  providing  the 
coarse  fish  should  receive  the  same  protection^  as  the 
salmon  and  trout,  and  I  am  speaking  the  opinion  of 
thousands  of  anglers  by  saying  that  if  the  board  do  not 
look  to  our  interests  we  shall  have  to  petition  the  Board  of 
Trade  with  a  view  of  bringing  about  a  reformation  in  the 
governing  of  the  fishing  in  the  Severn,  and,  if  possible,  have 
a  separate  beard  formed  for  the  protection  of  the  coarse  fish 
and  the  anglers'  interests.  The  London  and  North- 
western Railway  Company  have  written  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  informing  him 
that  owing  to  the  small  number  of  second  class  railway 
tickets  issued  to  their  members,  chiefly  in  the  north,  that 
they  have  decided  not  to  issue  any  more.  The  second 
class  fares  were  not  asked  for  by  the  P. A. A., 
and  at  the  time  they  were  given  it  was  pointed 
out  to  the  company  that  the  members  would  confine 
themselves  to  the  third  class  fares.  I  have^  been 
informed  that  several  more  new  clubs  are  in  the 
course  of  formation  in  Birmingham  with  the  view  of 
joining  the  association.  One  is  being  formed  in  HoUoway 
Head,  and  the  other  in  Sherlock-street.  Five  thousand 
travelling  cards  have  been  issued  to  the  Birmingham 
members,  and  another  200  are  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 
The  newly  formed  Shrewsbury  Association,  which  has 
joined  the  Provincial  Association,  have  through  that  agency 
received  the  concessions  to  travel  to  Wrenbury,  EUesmere, 
Llanymynech,  Welshpool,  Craven  Arms,  Bewdley,  Bala, 
Buildwas,  Bridgnorth,  Chirk,  Ludlow,  and  Llangollen. 
The  fare  will  come  into  operation  on  Feb.  5.  The  Camden 
Society  decided  on  Saturday  evening  last  to  hold  a  ball 
and  soiree  at  the  Camden-street  Board  Schools  in  March 
next,  in  aid  of  the  club's  prize  fund.  The  club  also  took 
into  consideration  the  advisability  of  renting  private  river 
wa*er  for  the  members,  but  this  matter  was  allowed  to 
remain  over  for  a  time  owing  to  the  water  not  being 
available  till  March  25  next.  Our  members  have  been 
making  the  inost  of  the  present  spring-like  weather,  and 
have  been  having  very  good  sport  on  the  Trent,  Avon,  and 
Severn.  All  these  rivers  are  now  in  capital  condition, 
and  some  very  good  catches  of  roach,  chub,  and  dace  have 
been  made.  Pike  fishing  has  been  quiet. 
FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  still  remains  very ' '  open,"  but  the  high  winds 
which  have  prevailed  this  week  have  greatly  militated  against 
enjoyable  spoit ;  in  fact,  on  one  or  two  days  angling  was 
entirely  out  of  the  question.  Since  roach  have  become 
shy  owing  to  the  low  and  bright  condition  of  the  waters, 
fishermen  have  been  turning  their  attention  principally  to 
pike,  and  upon  those  waters  where  the  conditions  are 
favourable  for  trolling  some  capital  sport  has  been 
had.  On  the  Witham,  below  Langrick,  on  Saturday,  four 
rods  accounted  for  eight  brace,  the  largest  of  which  turned 
the  scale  at  14Jlb. ,  and  two  others  weighed  !)Jlb.  and  'Jib. 
respectively.  On  the  middle  reaches  equally  good  sport 
has  been  experienced,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  fish 
running  up  to  the  heaviest  of  those  mentioned  above. 
Pike,  also,  have  been  chiefly  sought  after  on  the  Welland 
and  Forty-foot.  The  best  fish  for  enumeration  on  the 
latter  river  were  three  fish,  captured  on  Monday, 
weighing  131b.,  ZJlb.,  and  ojlb.  respectively.  A  good  rain 
would  now  greatly  improve  angling  prospects  generally. 
FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Anglers  have  been  out  in  considerable  numbers  on  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  and  the  river  HuU,  and  excellent 
sport  has  been  had.  On  the  canal,  Mr.  William  Hall 
(Universal  A.A.),  Mr.  King,  and  others  have  had  good 
takes  of  roach  from  the  top  stretches,  gentles  being  the 
chief  bait.  Some  good  pike  have  also  been  taken,  the 
heaviest  about  141b.  On  the  top  stretches  of  the  river 
Hull,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fishholme,  Wansford,  and 
Brigham,  some  fine  sport  has  been  met  with,  some  of  the 
roach  scaling  fib.  to  lib.  each,  and  over,  and  the  aggregate 
catches  from  71b.  to  about  a  stone  each.  The  fifth  annual 
meeting  of  the  HuU  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association 
took  place  on  Jan.  26,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Barker,  who,  in  addressing  the  members  on  the  past 
year's  working  of  the  association,  said  that  the  receipts 
had  been  over  £130,  and  they  had  a  balance  in  hand  to 
carry  forward  of  £15  16s.  9d.  ;  and  although  a  great 
portion  of  the  funds  had  been  voted  for  charitable  pur- 


poses, yet,  independent  of  that,  the  affiliated  societies  had 
raised  and  given  to  the  families  of  deceased  members 
£186  18s.  4d.  After  certain  important  matters  had 
been  disposed  of,  and  the  action  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  rtlative  to  compulsory  trout  licence)  had  been 
referred  to,  the  prizes  for  specimen  fish  caught  by  the 
membeis  during  the  past  season  were  presented.  On 
Jan.  25  the  members  of  the  Stag  Inn  A.8.  held  their 
annual  dinner,  when  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
At  the  annual  meating  of  the  Victoria  A.S.,  Mr.  Alfred 
Wrightson  was  again  re-elected  to  the  presidential  chair  ; 
Mr.  B.  Hill,  vice-chdir  ;  Mr.  C.  Wurr,  treasurer  ;  and  Mr. 
A.  Dahle,  hon.  secretary.  Codling  fishing  has  been  very 
good  during  the  past  week  at  both  Paull,  Wells  Craig,  and 
Killingholmo,  the  fish  taking  the  bait  freely,  ar.d  running 
a  good  size.  On  Thursday  week  Miss  Peroival,  daughter  of 
the  chief  coastguard  officer  at  Paull,  caught  oneof6Jlb.  'i'he 
annual  dinner  of  the  Old  Sculcoatea  A.S.  will  be  held  at 
he  adquarters  on  the  12th  inst. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  Friday,  Jan.  28,  there  was  a  gala  day  at  Openshaw 
— the  "  Centrals,'!  for  a  change,  promoted  a  club 
"  smoier  "  at  headqnatters.  Mr.  Councillor  David  Taylor 
was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  C.  Griffiths,  Vjut  their 
duties  were  light  in  keeping  order.  The  numerous 
artistes,  however,  required  a  lot  of  arranging  into  a  pro- 
gramme, as  there  was  such  an  abundance  of  talent,  com- 
prising Messrs.  Mellor,  Scott,  Smith,  Hackott,  J.  Wood, 
T.  Wood,  Armitage,  ,  Markbam,  Knowles,  Mills, 
Leyland,  Camp,  and  Crossley.  Mr.  W.  H.  Ardrey 
provided  the  materials  necessary  for  the  "  burnt  offering." 
Mr.  Griffiths  congratulated  the  members  on  their  satis- 
factory position  as  a  club,  and  cordial  votes  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  and  arfisfes  terminated  the  first  attempt  of 
the  Central  to  negotiate  a  social  evening ;  another  should 
follow  shortly.  Business  meetings  commence  on  the  9th, 
and  afterwards  every  alternate  Wednesday.  On  28th  ult. 
a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Hoisa  Shoe  Hotel,  Pendleton, 
to  further  consider  the  item  of  the  Manchester  centre  of 
the  Northern  Anglers'  Association ;  there  was  a  fair 
attendance  of  fishermen.  Mr.  W.  F.  Constable  was 
elected  president,  and  it  was  agreed  to  hold  the  next 
meeting  at  the  Brook  Tavern,  Swinton,  where,  no  doubt, 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith  will  make  them  very  comfortable.  The 
Wyresdale  Fishery  received  a  visit  from  some  of  our 
enthusiasts  on  the  2nd,  who  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  trip, 
as,  in  fact,  aU  do  who  journey  to  this  delightful  corner  of 
the  earth,  where  both  recreation  and  instruction  can  be 
obtained  at  the  same  time. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

With  waters  running  low  and  clear,  and  genial  weather, 
those  fishermen  who  have  been  to  well-known  "  holds  " 
have  done  very  well.  Roach,  perch,  and  dace  have  been 
secured  in  fair  quantities,  and  pike  have  been  the  most 
eagerly  sought  after.  From  private  waters,  Mr.  Dickment 
and  Tom  Condor,  the  well-known  club  poet  and  reciter, 
have  taken  a  splendid  lot  of  perch,  the  total  being  about 
81b.,  both  weighing-in  specimens  at  the  Midland  A.C. 
The  members  of  the  Dolphin  A.C.  fish  their  winter  match 
on  Feb.  6  next,  in  the  Soar  below  the  Abbey  Park  (garden 
side).  From  Narborough,  J.  Morton  had  a  brace  and  a 
half  of  pike,  going  151b.  ;  Mr.  C.  F.  Crane,  roach, 
dace,  and  a  pike  61b.  5oz.  At  Market  Harborough, 
A.  Dickens  had  a  nice  lot  of  pike,  the  best  fish, 
scaling  61b.  2oz.,  being  weighed-in  at  the  Dolphin  A.C. 
Mr.  H  Jarvis  took  a  fair  lot  of  pike  from  the  Narborough 
waters.  Mr.  Adams  weighed-in  a  pike  at  the  Midland 
A.C,  131b.  6oz.  It  was  taken  in  private  waters.  Messrs. 
Col. ins,  G.  Cooke,  and  F.  Lees  had  a  moderate  take  of 
pike  iu  preserved  waters.  From  well-known  heavily 
stocked  waters,  Messrs.  W.  Hatton  and  E.  Winterton,  of 
the  Midland  A.C,  the  Warden's  Arms,  captured  a  grand 
lot  of  pike,  tipping  the  beam  at  5741b. ,  the  best  fish  caught 
by  the  former  going  131b.  5oz.  Mr.  Harriss,  fishing  in 
private  waters,  secured  a  fine  specimen  of  Eso:c  lucius 
just  over  141b.  Mr.  F.  Bonner,  that  well-known  excellent 
roachman,  took  six  pike  from  some  strictly  preserved 
waters. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  nothing  new  to  hear  of  progress  made  by  the 
County  Palatine  Angling  Association  either  in  sticking  or 
some  other  equally  iutaresting  department.  Last  Saturday 
they  received  two  further  consignments  of  fish,  one  from 
Lincolnshire  of  about  140  remarkably  fine  roach,  4oz.  to 
12oz.,  a  few  getting  well  on  to  "whoppers,"  and  in 
addition  there  were  some  large  tench  weighed  by  pounds. 
The  other  consignment  of  about  1100  arrived  from 
the  county  of  Nottinghamshire,  and  averaged  2oz. 
to  6oz.  In  both  cases  the  fish  arrived  in  good 
condition  despite  the  warm  weather.  One  half  were  turned 
in  at  Irlam  and  the  other  half  at  Cadishead.  Nest 
Saturday,  5th,  stiU  further  supplies  are  advised  to 
arrive,  and  if  any  interested  anglci  i  wish  to  see  them  they 
may  do  so  by  attending  at  the  Central  station  in  time  for 
the  2.30  train.  The  members  of  this  association  can  now 
have  their  1808  traveUing  cards,  which  are  quite  ready, 
and  will  be  found  very  complete.  The  Merry  Anglers,  at 
their  last  meeting,  elected  Mr.  J.  Wagstaffe  to  the  vacant 
office  of  treasurer,  to  succeed  the  late  Mr.  Geo. 
Thompson.  A  very  weU  attended  meeting  of  the  Old 
Standard  A.S.  was  held  on  the  31st  ult  ,  when  further  pro- 
gress was  made  in  organisation,  one  important  item  towards 
that  end  being  the  admission  of  many  new  members.  A 
very  successful  gathering  is  reported,  and  further  business 
was  postponed  until  the  next  meeting  on  the  14tb.  We 
are  sorry  to  hear  that  an  accident  has  caused  the.  (tem- 
porary, we  hope)  indisposition  of  Mr.  John  Peacock.  May 
he  soon  be  able  to  ' '  kick  off  ' '  again. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Pike  were  on  the  feed  in  many  places  at  the  end  of  laafc 
and  the  beginning  of  this  week.   On  Thursday  last  one 
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angler,  fishing  on  Rockland  Broad,  got  three  fish;  and 
three  rods,  fishing  on  private  water  on  the  Wensum,  had 
fifteen,  largest  91b.  On  Jan.  30  a  nice  fish  of  lOJlb.  was 
ciusht  on  private  water  near  Wroxham,  the  same  paity 
getting  several  other  smaller  fish.  The  wf  ather  has  np  to 
to-day  (Wednesday)  been  quite  spring-like,  but  now  a  gale 
is  blowing,  and  this  will  thicken  the  water  on  the  shallow 
broais.    Other  waters  are  all  in  excellent  condition. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  extremely  boisterous  since  Sunday, 
and  few  anglers  have  ventured  far  afield .  Monday  was  the 
closing  day  for  the  capture  of  pike  in  the  Shardlow  fishery, 
and  a  fair  number  of  fish  were  run  by  Mr.  Geo.  Bates, 
Mr.  W.  Gregory,  Mr.  J.  Booth,  and  other  gentlemen. 
The  first  named,  on  Saturday,  landed  eight,  including 
three  averaging,  I  learn,  101b.  apiece;  they  were 
taken  in  the  backwater  known  as  Oubley's  Exe. 
The  day  previously,  Mr.  J.  Bailey  and  others  were 
amongst  the  chub,  and  some  big  lots  were  brought  up 
from  Kelham  and  Hazleford  by  Mr.  F.  Fish  Mr  J 
Woolley,  and  Mr.  T.  Foster.  •  The  fish  fell  to  bullocks' 
pith  and  brains,  and  we  have  no  bait  in  clear  water  in 
winter  to  equal  it  for  sport  amongst  the  "loggerheads." 
Chubbing  was  also  popular  at  Rolleston.  Averham,  Stoke 
Bardolph,  and  Holme  Pierrepont.  At  Beeston  Bend,  Mr. 
G.  Langley,  of  Basford,  secured  with  worm  a  tremendous 
quantity  of  bream,  •  running  from  lib.  to  2Jlb.  each. 
Roach  were  killed  in  Mr.  ,  S.  Watson's  waters, 
above  Beeston  weirs  ;  and  a  few  were  bagged  in  the 
Barton  Fishery,  which  is  c;rtaiuly  deserving  of  more 
patronage  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Members  of  the 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association  had  a  rare  day  amongst 
)  ike— several  in  the  teens— in  North  Notts,  and  on 
Monday  Mr.  R.  Rhodes,  of  the  Wellington  Society, 
excelled  with  the  live  biit  on  a  lake  in  the  very  hf  art  of 
Old  Sherwood  Forest.  Mr.  Edwin  Birks,  of  Mansfield, 
whilst  trolling  with  minnow  in  a  lake  at  Berry  Hill,  on 
the  outskirts  of  that  town,  hooked  and  landed,  on  an  8ft. 
rod,  a_  very  fine  pike  of  ISJlb. ;  1h?  fish  was  in  splendid 
condition  and  showed  grand  sport.  It  became  legal  to 
I  sh  for  salmon  and  trout  on  the  1st,  and  already  salmon 
are  reported  to  be  in  the  estuary  of  the  Humber. 
'i'routing  does  not  usually  begin,  in  our  district,  until 
April  1.  Owners,  however,  of  private  waters  do  as 
they  choose  with  their'own,  and  who  is  to  blame  them  ? 

•     FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  weather  in  this  district  has  at  length  shown  a 
decided  change,  and  instead  of  the  mild,  open  weather 
that  has  favoured  us  during  the  past  four  months  we  have 
the  icy  hand  cf  winter  upon  us,  the  atmosphere  being 
much  colder,  and  several  smart  downpours,  of  hail  having 
laken  place._  Under:  such  cii-cumstances  none  but  the 
most  enthusiastic  anglers  have  veitured  forth,  although 
in  the  few  days  immediately  preceding  the  change  Urge 
Lumbers  of  fishermen  went  out,  and  were  able  to  get 
s-ome  satisfactory  sport.  The  Trent,  as  usual,  has  been 
pitronised  very  largely,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  there  has 
been  little  fault  to  find  with  the  sport.  In  the  waters 
near  Rampton  roach  have  accommodated  Sheflield  anglers 
with  any  amount  of  good  recrea'ion,  and  a  few  days  ago 
Messrs.  Harrop  and  Powell  accounted  for  a  large  number 
of  decent  sized  roach,  the  heaviest  weighing  about  lib. 
At  Laneham  the  usual  contingent  of  rod  wielders, 
headed  by  that  veteran  visitor  to  the  Trent,  Mr.  W.' 
Arnold,  have  been  at  work,  and  they  have  wrought 
considerable  execution  amorgit  roach,  the  bags  averaging 
from  101b.  to  201b  each.  Bream  fishing  has  been  followed 
with  moderate  success,  a  few  nice  sized  fish  having  been 
secured.  Nothing  of  any  account  has  been  done  amongst 
pike  in  the  Trent,  and,  in  fact,  this  season  has  been 
altogether  unsatisfactory.  Grayling  fishers  in  the  Wye 
and  Derwent  have  fared  fairly  well,  and  in  the  private 
waters  of  the  vai  ious  clubs  some  excellent  sport  has  been 
obtained.  A  week  ago  the  death  occurred  of  Mr.  Henry 
Hutchison,  retired  cutlery  manufacturer,  of  Sheffield,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five,  who  was  one  of  the  bett  known  fly 
fishers  who  visited  the  Wye  and  Derwent.  For  several 
years  he  was  honorary  secretary  of  the  Hathersage  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  and  was  greatly  esteemed  and  respected. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  radical  measures  which  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  in 
his  annual  report  to  th=*  Severn  Conservancy  Board  has 
s.)  emphatically  advocated,  are  startling  in  their  nature ; 
but  that  some  such  steps  are  absolutely  necessary  if  the 
trout  and  silmon  are  to  be  saved  from  extinction  there 
can  be  no  two  opinions.  His  proposals,  having  for  their 
object  the  restriction  of  salmon  netting  in  the  lower 
waters,  will  doubtless  meet  with  opposition  from  those  to 
whom  the  fish  are  a  source  of  profit,  and,  in  some  instances, 
livelihood.  Their,  position  is  one  which  must  receive 
sympathy;  but  the  board  will  prove  their  best 
friends  in  the  long  run  by  taking  practical  steps 
to  check  the  depletion  .of  the  river.  Mr.  Willis 
Bund  suggests  three  things :  (1)  Greater  time  being 
allowed  between  each  draft  so  as  to  limit  the  number 
of  drafts  each  net  can  take;  (2)  The  raising  of  the 
licence  duty  for  the  use  of  nets  to  the  maximum  for  the 
next  three  years,  so  as  to  decrease  the  number  ;  (3)  By 
increasing  the  size  of  the  salmon  mesh  to  the  maximum. 
He  does  not,  however,  propose  an  increase  in  the  weekly 
close  time,  which  is  a  measure  most  advocated  by  the  repre- 
seataJives  of  Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire.  There  cm 
be  BO  doubt  that  the  stock  of  salmon  in  the  Severn  is 
getting  far  lowtr  than  it  has  bsen,  and  lower  than  it 
shouia  do  for  the  interests  of  the  river,"  says  Mr.  Willis 
Bund,_in  his  able  report;  and,  speaking  of  the  scarcity  of 
spawning  fish,  he  states  that  it  is  not  a  sudden  diminution 
attributable  to  some  temporary  cause,  but  "  a  permanent 
decrease— a  steady  falling  off  year  by  year."  The  enforce- 
ment of  restrict  ions  on  the  netting  now  carried  on  in  the 
lower  waters  is  absolutely  necessary  if  the  stock  of  fish  is 


even  to  be  maintained  ;  and  in  advocating  the  adoption  of 
measures  of  this  kicd,  the  Shropshire  and  Montgomery- 
shire representatives,  on  their  part,  should  be  prej  ared  to 
make  some  concessions  for  the  general  good.  For  instance, 
there  are  now  only  three  or  four  nets  used  above  Bridg- 
north, and  if  the  proprietors  generally  undertook  that  this 
number  should  not  he  increased  during  the  next  three 
years,  but  rods  and  lines  only  used,  their  aotic  n  would  be 
deprived  of  that  selfish  motive  which  is,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  attributed  to  them  by  the  lower  water  representa- 
tives.   So  much  for  salmon  fishing.    As  to  anglers  and 
their  interests,   it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  long 
continued  friction  between  the  coarse  fish  representa- 
tives   and    the   board    is   by    no  means  at  an  end. 
There   appears   no    liklihood    of   the  vexed  question 
whether  or  not  anglers— fishing  avowedly  for  coarse  fish — 
are  legally  compelled  to  take  out  licences  being  definitely 
settled  in  the  near  future,  and  until  this  is  set  at  rest 
confusion   must   everywhere  exist.    At  one  court  the 
magistrate  will  hold  that  a  person  using  a  bait  which  may 
take  trout,  and  fishing  where  trout  are  to  be  found,  must 
take  out  a  trout  licence,  and  the  luckless  wight  who  relies 
upon  h's  ability  to  prove  his  right  to  free  fishing  will  find 
himself  convicted ;  while  another  bench  of  magistrates 
vvill  perhaps  dismiss  a  case  whose  facts  are  precisely 
similar.    The  problem  will  have  to  be  solved  before  a 
High    Court   ere  the  position  of  the  board,  and  of 
the  anglers,  is  ascertained.    The  argument  that  in  each 
case  questions  of  fact  have  to  be  considered  holds  good  so 
far  as  it  goes,_lut  it  by  no  means  disposes  of  the  matter. 
How  the  ridiculously  small  staff  of  poorly  remunerated 
bailiffs  is  to  work  even  as  efiiciently  as  it  las  been  doing 
with  difficulties  such  as  these  facing  them,  is  a  subject 
which  should  be  seriously  considered  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  board.    Apart,  however,  from  the  lejal 
aspect  of  the  case,  those  who  sympathise  with  the  coarse  fish 
anglers  must,  upon  reflection,  deem  their  present  agitation 
ill-advised.    Their  representatives  on  the  board  are  not 
strong  enough  to  enforce  their  demands,  they  cannot 
claim  the  ownership  of  the  fishing,  and  they  seek  by 
threatening  to  cease  their  contributions  to  the  board  by 
way  of,  licence  duty,  thus  depriving  themselves  of  their 
moral  right  to  be  heard.  The  feeling  of  the  board  seems  to 
be  one  of  irritation  that  the  coarse  fisheis  are  standing  in 
the  way  of  much  needed  reforms  in  the  conduct  of  fishery 
legislation.    The  coarse  fishers  do  not  apparently  pause 
to  consider  that  the  riparian  owners,  the  salmon  fishers, 
and  the  trout  anglers  (whose  sport  is  practically  //(7)> 
have  important  interests  at  stake,  and  that  the  board 
must,  as  Mr.  Willis  Bund  argues,  give  prior  consideration 
to  the  rights  of  landowners.    That  the  fisheries  are  vested 
in  the  riparian  owners  is  a  question  of  law  which  is  almost 
conclusively  decided  in  their  favour.    Now,  in  these  cir- 
cumstances, would  it  not  be  well  for  the  coarse  fish  anglers 
to  lease  a  portion  cf  the  fisheries,  which  they  could  no 
doubt  do  for  a  small  outlay  per  annum,  and  continue  to 
take  out  the  board's  rod  and  line  licences,  which,  in  the 
lo  wer  waters,  only  amounts  to  the  small  sum  of  Is.  each 
par  annum?    Posing,  then,  as  part  occupiers  of  the 
fisheries  and  as  contributors  to  the  revenue  of  the  board, 
they  would  be  in  a  position  to  demand  of  the  conservators 
that  consideration  which  they  are  told  they  cannot  now 
c'aim.    They  m'ght  ask  the  board  to  preserve  the  river 
and  re-stock  it  in  their  district  with  roach,  dace,  and  even 
perch.   The  stream  is  large  enough  to  hold  plenty  of  these 
fish  without  injury  to  the  salmon,  and  in  fairness  to  the 
coarse  fish  anglers  the  board  could  not  then  decline  to  pass 
by  their  claims. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  been  very  busy  in  this  district  during  the 
last  week.  The  weather  has  been  truly  spring-like,  some 
days  sunny  and  bright,  the  birds  singing,  the  flowers 
blooming,  and  many  of  the  early  fruit  trees  bursting  their 
buds,  and  there  is  every  indication  of  this  being  one  of 
the  earliest  seasons  ever  known.  The  water  in  the  Severn, 
Teme,  and  Avon  has  been  in  excellent  condition,  and  fly 
fishing  has  been  indulged  in  by  a  few  in  the  Teme  wiih 
some  success,  some  nice  grayling  and  dace  being  taken, 
but  better  fish  were  taken  with  the  maggot  and  small 
worm.  Very  good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Severn 
among  tl  e  coarse  fish.  Pike  well  on  the  feed ;  chub  taken 
in  large  numbers,  and  the  take  of  dace  and  roach  has  been 
exceedingly  good,  the  roach  being  very  fine ;  out 
of  thirteen  taken  by  James  Garland,  seven  were  over 
Ijlb.  each.  In  the  Upton-on-Severn  portion  of  the  river 
sport  has  been  particularly  good.  Salmon  fishing  com- 
inenced  to-day  (Wednesday).  There  was  a  rise  in  the 
river  yesterday,  aud  the  water  slightly  discoloured.  It  is 
at  a  standstill  now,  and  in  capital  condition  for  the  nets. 
Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  near  Worcester  and  in  the 
Upton-on-Severn  district,  one  caught  by  W.  Griffin  being 
about  201b.  weight.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Worcester 
and  District  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  Bull's 
Head  Inn,  Worcester.  There  was  a  full  meeting  of 
delegates  present,  Mr.  Louis  F.  Higgs,  vice-president, 
being  in  the  chair;  the  president,  Mr.  Martin  Perks, 
being  unavoidably  absent.  The  district  secretary,  Mr.  R. 
Wingfield,  presented  his  annual  report,  referring  to  the 
work  of  the  past  season  and  the  prosperous  state  of  the 
association,  also  to  the  unfortunate  licence  question,  which 
had  produced  so  much  friction  between  anglers  and  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  which  the  board  seemed 
it  clined  to  intensity  and  not  attempt  to  heal .  He  presented 
the  balance-sheet,  which  showed  the  association  to  be  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  to  have  a  good  balance  in  hand 
to  commence  the  present  season  with.  The  election  of 
officers  was  then  proceeded  with.  The  president,  Mr. 
M.  Perks,  and  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Wingfield,  had 
tendered  their  resignation,  but  at  the  earnest  solicitations 
of  the  members  consented  to  hold  office  again.  Mr.  L.  F. 
Higgs  was  re-elected  vice-president,  and  Mr.  T.  Prosser 
treasurer,  in  the  room  of  his  much  lamented  brother,  Mr. 


W.  Prosser,  to  whose  sudden  death  the  chaiiman  very 
feelingly  alluded,  and  whose  sentiments  were  endorsed  by 
all,  and  a  vote  of  condolence  to  his  widow,  expressing  deep 
sympathy  with  her  in  her  bereavement,  was  unanimously 
passed.  Messrs.  Biidges  and  Meredith  were  again 
appointed  auditors,  and  among  other  business  transacted 
it  was  arranged  that  the  next  smoking  concert  should  be 
held  at  the  Turk's  Head,  Lowesmoor,  on  Feb  10.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  past  season  completed  the 
business  of  the  meeting,  which  had  been  very  unanimous 
all  through. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

_  To  adapt  a  not  uncommon  political  phrase  to  the  meet- 
ing of  extremes  in  meteorological  matters,  anglers,  like 
agriculturists,  have  just  experienced  a  "  rude  awakening." 
The  weather  has  for  a  good  while  been  of  such  a  kind  as 
the  fat,  lazy  poet,"  as  an  author  has  good  humouredly 
denominated  Thomson,  would  be  likely  to  enjoy  wher, 
sauntering  in  the  green  lanes  around  his  house,  or  sucking 
peaches  in  a  shady  nook  in  his  garden,  he  mused  and 
smoothed  the  lines  of  "  The  Seasons  "or  "  The  Castle  of 
Indolence."  Almost  simultaneously  with  the  news  of  a 
blizzard  in  the  United  States,  a  disturbance,  more  or  less 
destructive  in  its  effects,  arrived  on  our  coas's.  The 
atmospheric  tranquility  was  completely  upset  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  last  by  the  gales  from  the  "  gentle  west," 
and  the  mind's  eye  depicted  the  approach  of  the  wintry 
conditions  so  long  withheld.  Men  who  go  fishing  are  used 
to  surpiises  and  disappointments ;  they  would  not  be 
faithful  disciples  of  the  great  Izaak  if  they  were  not. 
Still,  anglers  are  but  human,  and  when  hope  is  deferred 
too  lorg  we  all  know  the  consequence.  "  The  water  is  low 
for  the  time  of  the  year,"  "  Very  little  doing,"  "Sport  is 
dull,"  and  such  like  sentences  have  of  late  given  the  key 
to  fishing  notes  on  Yorkshire  streams.  Men  have  gone 
forth  with  rod  and  line,  and  minus  overcoats,  day  after 
day,  and  returned  with  few,  if  any,  grayling,  and  but 
little  pike  and  chub  to  boot.  Still,  there  has  been  enjoy- 
ment, and  some  little  success,  especially  with  the  two  last 
kinds  of  fish,  pike  being  plentiful.  The  sir gularly  mild 
weather  has  been  very  beneficial  to  joung  trout,  which 
everywhere  promise  excellent  pastime.  The  stormy 
weather  this  w  eek  has  lashed  the  rivers  into  flood,  and  put 
a  stop  to  regular  sport.  The  Esk  Beard  of  Conservators 
held  their  annual  meeting  at  Whitby  on  Saturday.  The 
clerk's  report  as  to  dead  fish  taken  up  by  the  water  bailiffs 
during  the  year  showed  that  the  total  weight  had  been 
4c  wt.  4qr.  71b. 


SEVERN  FISHERY  BOARD. 
The  annual  rneeting  of  the  board  of  conservators  of  the 
Severn  fishery  district  was  held  on  Jan.  3,  at  the  Birmi  ig- 
ham  Council  House,  Mr.  T.  Cadle  presi  ling  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis-Bund,  who  was  detained  by  business 
in  London.  On  the  motion  of  Sir  RiCHaED  Haeington, 
seconded  by  Mr.  G.  Kempstee,  Mr.  Willis-Bund  was 
unanimously  re-elected  chairman  of  the  boai-d,  Mr.  B. 
Danks  (Stourport)  was  elected  vice-chairman  in  succession 
to  Mr.  T.  Cadle.  The  accounts  for  1897  showed  that  the 
exp?nditure  amounted  to  £1405  14s.  5d.  The  year  began 
with  a  balance  in  hand  on  the  current  account  of 
£82  18s.  lid.,  and  ended  with  a  balance  due  to  the 
treasurer  of  £56  6s.,  the  income  fcr  the  year  from  all 
sources  having  been  £1162  17s.  lid.,  as  compared  with 
£1273  in  the  previous  year.  The  Clerk  (Mr.  J.  Stallard, 
jun.)  said  that  the  board  had  on  d^'posit  £500,  the  amount 
paid  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation  towards  the  improve- 
ment of  the  fisheries,  and  £150  on  ordinary  account.  The 
former  could  not  be  touched,  but  the  Iatt;r  could  be 
made  available  in  cases  of  a  deficit.  It  was  suggested 
that  the  price  of  licences  might  be  increased,  but  the 
general  opinion  was  that  this  would  not  increase 
the  income.  The  chairman's  report,  which  it  was 
proposed  should  be  adopted  as  the  thirty-first  annual 
report  of  the  board,  was  submitted  for  approval.  It  was 
considered  clause  by  clause.  It  stated  that  the  number  of 
water  bailiffs  had  been  twenty,  of  whom  e'ghteen  were 
emplojed  during  the  whole  year,  and  the  additional  two 
dui-ing  the  close  season.  Ahhough  the  number  of  water 
bailiffs  was  larger  now  than  it  had  ever  been,  yet  demands 
were  made  for  more  protection,  and  more  could  be  use- 
fully employed.  On  the  whole,  while  admitting  that 
there  was  some  leakage  and  that  there  wcs  room  for 
improvement,  the  chairman  thought  the  board  did  get  a 
fair  return.  The  bailiffs,  in  spite  of  the  distances  they 
had  to  cover,  had  kept  down  anything  like  organised  or 
systematic  poaching.  Statements  lai  bstn  made  not 
only  by  outsiders  but  by  members  of  the  board  of  the 
amount  of  illegal  fishing  allowed  to  go  on.  The  chairman 
had  done  his  best  to  ascertain  thj  truth.  As  t)  the 
alleged  systematic  takirg  of  samlets  at  Worcester,  special 
bailiffs  had  been  employed,  but  net  a  case  was  obtained. 
The  chairman,  while  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  might 
not  be  at  times  illegal  fishing,  considere  d  the  quantity  to 
be  grossly  exaggerattd,  and  the  stories  told  to  thebiard 
at  their  meetings  on  the  subject  to  be  inaccurate  and 
misleading. 

Mr.  Wingfield  (Worcester)  objected  to  this  part  of 
the  report,  which  accused  him  of  making  false  statements. 
(A  Voice  :  Where  are  those  words  ?)  "  Inaccurate  and 
misleading "  were  the  words.  Mr.  Wingfield  went  onto 
say  that  the  special  bailiff's  arrival  was  soon  discovered 
and  signalled  to  the  poachers,  so  that  he  was  not  likely  to 
find  anything.  If  the  boaid  had  made  some  cf  the  angling 
members  into  hor  orary  bailiffs  they  would  soon  have  got 
some  cases.  If  his  statements  were  to  he  set  down  as 
"  inaccurate  and  misleading,"  he  should  take  care  to  sive 
no  more  information  of  the  kind  to  the  board. — The 
Chairman  replied  that  if  Mr.  Wingfield  had  seen  the 
things  he  mentioned  there  were  means  by  which  he  could 
have  brought  the  offenders  to  justice.    (Hear,  hear.) 
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The  next  clause  upon  which  there  was  any  discussion 
was  one  suggesting  a  superannuation  scheme  for  wafer 
bailiffs.  It  was  stated  that  the  salaries  were  too  small  for 
the  bailiffs  to  contribute  to  such  a  fund,  and  the  clause 
was  struck  out.  The  report  went  on  to  stata  that  field 
glasses  had  been  supplied  to  some  of  the  water  bailiffs, 
including  those  on  the  estuary,  and  had  proved  of  very 
great  use.  An  arrangement  had  been  made  with  ce. tain 
selected  bailiffs  to  pay  them  something  towards  the  cost  of 
providing  bicycles.  The  Board  of  Trade  had  approved  of 
the  memorandum  drawn  up  by  the  chairman  in  favour  of 
an  effort  being  made  to  keep  down  the  coarse  fi.-h.  The 
bye-laws  hai  baen  revised  on  that  basis,  and  now  allowed 
netting  ato/e  Lincombs  weir,  but  not  in  the  Severn  below 
that  weir,  or  in  the  Avon.  The  total  sum  received  for 
licendes  in  1897  was  £1212  12s  6d.— £639  lis.  for  salmon, 
and  £602  ISs.  6d.  for  trout.  The  amounts  for  the  previous 
year  were:  SalBon,  £722  93.  6d. ;  trout,  £630  17s.  6d. 
The  number  of  offences  reported  during  1897  was  106.  In 
forty-two  of  these  prosecutions  were  instituted,  with  the 
res  lit  that  there  were  twenty-six  convictions,  ten 
dismissals,  and  six  withdrawals. 

The  Chaieman  had  added  :  "  The  question  of  prosecu- 
tions is  one  upon  which  I  feel  strongly.  The  board  has 
good  cause  to  complain  of  the  way  in  which  the  law  is 
administered  by  the  justices,  especially  by  the  borough 
justices."— Mr.  W.  T.  Southall  (Worcester)  moved  that 
this  clause  be  omitted.  He  thought  it  was  neither  good 
policy  nor  good  taste  for  prosecutors  to  blame  the 
magistrates  for  their  decisions.  (Hear,  hear.)— Sir 
KicHAED  Harington  Seconded  the  amenlment,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  report  referred  at  length  to  the  summonses  which 
had  been  taken  out  for  fishing  for  trout  without  a  licence. 
It  would  be  seen,  the  report  said,  that  the  board  had 
carried  out  its  expressed  intention  of  prosecuting  in 
a.11  cases  in  which  persons  were  fishing  without  a 
licence  in  waters  where  trout  were  fouad  with  a 
bait  by  which  trout  were  liable  to  be  caught. — Mr.  Coles 
rep9ated_  his  challenge  to  the  board  to  have  a  friendly 
prosecution  in  order  that  the  question  might  ha  authorita- 
tively settled  whether  or  not  a  person  angling  for  coarse 
fish  might  be  compelled  to  take  out  a  licence. — Mr. 
WiXGFiELD  asked  the  clerk  to  name  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment in  which  the  kind  of  bait  was  referred  to.  The 

Clebk  said  that  it  was  hardly  the  place  of  the  board  to 

discuss  the  reassns  for  the  magistrates'  decision.  Sir 

ElcHARD  Haeingtos  Slid  that  the  question  was  one  of 
fact.  There  was  nothing  in  any  Act  of  Parliament  about 
bait,  but  the  use  of  a  bait  likely  to  attract  trout  might  be 

an    element  in  deciding  the  question  of    fatt.  Mr. 

SoriHALL  :  The  magistrates  may  take  the  use  of  sucli 

bait  as  evidence  that  the  man  is  fishing  for  trout.  Mr. 

^yI^•GFIELD  :  I  don't  think  there  is  any  bait  "that  a 
hungry  trout  will  not  go  for.— The  Chairman  :  In  that 
case  you  cannot  refuse  to  take  out  a  licence.  (Laughter.) 

The  report,  under  the  head  of  future  pol  e/  of  the 
board,  contained  the  following  observations  by  the  chair- 
man :  "  On  the  question  of  salmon  and  trout,  or  coarse 
fi.-h,  I  have  given  my  reasons  fully  in  the  memorandum 
appended  to  this  report.  In  my  opinion  both  cannot 
possibly  thrive  together,  and  it  is  for  each  member  of  tie 
board  to  say  which  view  he  takes.  At  the  latt  meeting 
the  board  very  emphatically  affirmed  the  principle  that 
salmon  and  trout  were  to  have  the  preference  over  coarse 
fish,  and  they  have  taken  the  preliminary  steps  tj  give 
effect  to  that  preference.  The  new  bye-laws  will,  if  passed 
allow  the  use  of  nets  to  kill  down  the  coarse  fish  above 
Linoombe  Weir,  thereby  reversing  the  policy  thit  has 
been  pursued  since  1887  of  prohibitiog  all  netting.  That 
this  policy  has  been  a  failure  is  shown  by  the  very  great 
iocteasB  of  coarse  fish,  especially  pike.  What  the 
nunibers  of  pike  are  will  be  githered  from  the  fact  that  I 
am  informed  ia  the  Severn  alone  at  Btwdley  no  lefs  tban 
sixty-seven  pike  have  been  taken  this  year  by  one  angler. 
Until  the  pike  are  netted  out  it  is  impossible  to  expect  the 
salmon  and  trout  fisheries  to  improve.  1  hope  that  by 
sjstematio  netting  during  next  year  the  number  will  be 
largely  reduced.  But  I  may  say  at  once,  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  pike  will  ever  ba  effectually  got  rid  of  if  the 
netting  ceaees  at  Linoombe.  In  my  opinion  the  waole  of 
the  river  should  bj  netted  under  proper  restiietious.  The 
pike  and  ooaKe  fish  will  always  work  up  above  Liucombe 
and  the  results  will  be  that  they  will  keep  a  firm  hold  on 
the  river." 

Mr.  Coles  agreed  that  it  would  be  doing  right  to  take 
the  pike  out  of  the  river  under  strict  supervision.  If  it 
was  desirable  thit  the  whole  river  should  be  net^eJ  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  friction  with  the  coarse  fisher- 
men, brought  about  by  the  chairman's  memorandum,  was 
nimeeessary.  As  to  the  question  of  licences,  the  board 
showed  weakness  in  not  making  an  effort  to  get  the  deci- 
sion of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  judges.  This  would  bring 
about  a  better  feeling  between  the  anglers  and  the  board. 
When  the  board  said  publicly  that  the  whole  of  the  fish 
except  the  salmm  and  trout  should  be  taken  out  of  the 
river,  and  yet  would  not  issue  licences  for  coarse  fish,  it 
looked  as  though  the  anglers  were  receiving  very  little 
consideration  from  the  board. 

Sir  R.  Harington,  as  a  lawyer  and  one  having  some 
judicial  experience,  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  difficulty 
m  getting  a  ruling  on  the  point  of  law,  because  the  magis- 
^'^t^l'  "^^^i^'O""^  "'•^re  gi^en  on  questions  of  fact,  as  to 
which  there  was  no  appeal  to  the  highe.-  courts.  He  found 
a  man  fishing  in  the  Teme,  aad  asked  the  fisher  man  for 
tiB  hcence.  The  man  re.jlied  that  he  wai  fish-.ng  for 
coarse  fish,  and  showed  some  gentles  whic'i  he  was  using 
as  bait,  and  some  caarse  fish  wAci  he  had  caught.  He 
(tsir  Richard)  took  tiij  as  evidence  that  trout  was  not 
being  fished  for,  and  said  no  more  about  the  matter. 
(Hear,  hear.)  No  court  of  law  could  lay  down  a  rule 
whico  would  be  app'icable  to  the  circ  imstanoes  of  everv 
case.  ' 


Mr.  WlNGFiELD  faid  that  what  <he  anglers  wanted  to 
know  was,  were  they  to  be  compelled  to  take  out  trout 
licences  when  there  was  only  coarse  fish  to  be  caught 
If  the  board  destroyed  the  coarse  fish  let  them  put  triu 
in  instead. 

Mr.  Williams  (Shrewsbury)  agreed  with  Mr.  WingSeM 
and  Mr.  Coles  that  the  whole  district  was  getting  uneasy 
about  this  question.  The  anglers  ought  to  be  told  definit  sly 
whether  or  not  they  were  to  be  compelled  to  take  out 
licences.  The  question  was  especially  important  in  view 
of  the  diminishiug  income  of  the  board. 

Mr.'  Coles  said  thit  the  iocome  of  the  board  would 
certainly  decrease  this  year.  In  Birmingham,  Malvern, 
Kidderminster,  Worcester,  and  other  great  centres  there 
was  a  disposition  to  refuse  to  take  out  licences.  He 
suggested  that  the  matter  be  dealt  with  by  an  alteration 
in  the  bye-laws. 

The  Clerk  :  The  Board  of  Trade  have  already  told  us 
that  they  will  not  allow  a  bye-law  of  that  description  to 
be  passed. 

Mr.  Coles  :  Then  get  a  decision  in  a  court  of  law. 
^  Mr.  RowB  (Worcester)  observed  that  if  the  licence  cost 
£2  or  £3  the  question  would  be  a  serious  one ;  but  after 
all  it  was  only  a  matter  of  Is.  a  year.  By  paying  this  sum 
a  fisherman  would  be  able  to  protect  himself  against 
prosecution.  In  Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire 
thousands  were  willing  to  pay  2s.  a  year  so  as  to  get 
better  sport. 

_  Mr.  WiNGFiELD  :  You  forget  that  in  our  part  of  the 
river  there  is  no  trout  to  fish  for.  If  there  had  been  we 
should  have  been  pleased  to  pay  for  a  licence  ;  but  you 
have  neglected  it  in  the  past,  and  now  vou  propose  to  tike 
away  the  only  fish  the  anglers  have  left  to  fish  for. 

The  Chairman  .-  It  is  only  above  Lincombe  that  we 
propose  to  fake  the  white  fish  out  of  the  liver. 

An  amendment  to  this  part  of  the  report,  moved  by  Mr. 
Coles,  was  rejected,  only  Mr.  Coles  and  Mr.  Wingfield 
voting  for  it. 

The  rest  of  the  report  was  agreed  to.  and  the  bye-laws 
were  reaffirmed,  with  some  minor  revisims,  and  with  the 
addition  of  a  clause  to  protect  against  prosecution  those 
engaged  in  removing  live  fish  for  stocking  and  re-stocking. 

Mr.  Kempsteb  moved  that  £10  bs  granted  ioc  im- 
proving the  stock  of  fish  in  the  Shropshire  district.— Mr. 
Williams,  in  seconding  the  motion,  faid  that  they  had 
an  angling  association  paying  about  £300  a  year  for  the 
improvement  of  the  sport. 

The  Superintendent  (Mr.  W.  Clement)  reported  thxt 
the  salmon  spawning  seison  so  far  had  been  most  satis- 
factory, and  a  very  considerable  numb  r  of  fish  had  b  en 
observed  in  all  the  districts  with  the  exception  of  the 
Upper  Severn.  The  spiwniug  season  for  trout  had  been  a 
good  one  in  some  of  the  rivers,  more  especially  the  Upper 
Severn  and  Tauat.  He  wished  to  call  attenfi:>n  to  the 
filthy  state  of  the  river  bed  at  Newtown  The  whole  of 
tbe  town  refuse  seemed  to  be  deposited  in  the  river. 
Complaints  had  also  been  made  to  him  about  the  same 
thing  at  Tenbury.  A  very  cmaderable  number  of  pike 
had  been  captured,  bit  the  rivers  were  still  s  vartning 
with  them. — Birmingham  Dailij  Post. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  HOLY  LAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  angling  in  the  rivjr  Anjeh,  a 
small  livei-  flowing  in'o  the  river  Jordan,  ten  miles  from 
Jericho  aid  thirty  miles  from  Jerusalem. 

I  am  making  a  tour  through  Egypt  and  the  Holy  Land, 
and  perhaps  it  may  interest  your  readers  to  hear  that, 
accompinied  with  a  friend,  we  caught,  on  Jan.  10,  thirty 
delicious  trout,  averaging  3oz.  to  Ooz.  each  (one  |lb.). 
These  delicate  fish  have  the  flavour  of  the  finest  Scotch  or 
English  trout,  but  ia  form  are  more  like  a  grayliii?,  with 
minute  spots!    They  are  called  white  trout. 

These  fish  were  f  aken  in  three  hours,  in  the  hottest  part 
of  the  day,  with  large  perch  hooks  and  twine,  and,  for 
rods,  cane  twigs  cut  from  the  trees  growing  on  the  banks. 

There  is  no  doubt  with  fine  tackle  some  excellent  sport 
could  be  had.  The  bait  was  earth  worms,  dug  from  the 
river  side.  I  am  informed  that  many  fish  from  lib.  to 
21b.  are  frequently  taken.  The  huge  catfish,  of  coarse 
and  not  very  palatable  flavour,  are  numerous  in  the  river 
Jordan,  and  two  other  kinds  of  fish,  the  former  sometimes 
going  201b.  to  25Ib.  eaeh.  I  may  mention  that  it  is  a 
universal  conviition  that  in  the  Dead  Sea  there  is  no  fish 
or  living  creature  of  any  kind.  The  landlord  of  the  Jordan 
Hotel,  Jericho,  assured  me  that  some  tourists  in  1895 
took  five  small  fish  with  their  umbrellas;  they  were  only 
lin.  in  length,  and  were  swimming,  with  many  others, 
close  to  the  shore.  The  landlord  hts  them  preserved  in 
spirit.— Yours  faithf ul  y,  J.  H.  Tebb. 

Jerusalem,  Syria,  Jan.  13,  1898. 

P.S.— There  are  numerous  small  rivers  and  streams 
flowing  into  the  Jordati  which  contain  these  white  trout  or 
grayliug,  and  the  Sea  of  Galilee  is  full  of  a  variety  of  fish. 
The  river  Jo:  dan  is  sluggish  and  rather  muddy.  Tourists 
to  the  Holy  Land  fond  of  angling,  bringaig  tackle,  oin 
get  good  sport.  Reached  by  camels,  donkey.-',  or  h  .rses 
from  Jerusalem. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Tebb  for  this  interesting 
letter.— Ed.]   

RE  PIKE  TAKEN  AT  WINDSOR  AND  WEIGHED 
AT  WESTMINSTER  A.S. 
Deae  Sir, — As  it  was  I  who  gave  your  Windsor 
correspondent  the  information  respecting  the  above,  and 
which  I  bal  from  i-s  captor,  "  Tiny  "  Pitt,  of  Langley, 


New  Town,  near  Slongh,  I  think,  in  face  of  the  W.A.S. 
secretary's  statement,  Pitt's  information  should  now  be 
given.  'I  The  fish  we'g'ied  about  12Jlb.,  and  was  blind,  or 
1  wouldn't  have  caught  nini  so  easy.  He  waj  laying  under 
the  batik  when  1  first  saw  him.  I  tried  to  citch  a  bait,  but 
couldn't,  so  I  went  to  a  punt  near  the  lock  and  borrowed 
one,  and  put  it  on  a  paternoster.  The  fish  wouldn't  take 
it,  not  even  when  it  was  put  on  his  nose,  and  wouldn't 
move.  So  I  took  the  bait  off  and  dragged  the  hook  aeross 
him,  and  managed  to  htok  it  in  his  side.  He  came  out 
ea,sily,  and  wbea  I  got  him  out  we  saw  he  was  hurt,  either 
with  a  punt  pole  or  ryepeck.  His  fins  were  covered  with 
white  stuff,  like  wool  (?  fungus).  I  sold  him  to  a  London 
angler  for  a  shilling.  He  was  a  poor  fis'i,  or  he  would  have  . 
weighed  half  as  much  again." 

So  that  your  correspondent's  report  was  in  the  main 
correct.  I  know  for  a  fact  he  never  sends  information 
unless  he  can  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the  same. — Y'ourg 
tfily.  Haeby  Saroeant. 

Slough.   J. 

FISHING  IN  SWEDEN. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  H.  P.  H.,"  on  the  east 
coast  of  Sweden  there  are  many  salmon  rivers,  particularly 
north  of  Stockholm,  where  several  watercourses  flow  into 
the  Gulf  of  Bothnia.  The  fish  are  rather  tardy  in  taking 
the  fly.  In  the  lakes  char  are  plentiful,  and  good  trout 
and  grayling  may  be  had  in  the  mountain  streams. 

The  best  time  is  May  in  the  south  and  June  in  the 
north.    Norrland  abounds  in  game  of  eve.-y  kind. 

There  are  many  tackle  makers  who  "  know  the  ropes  " 
who  advertise  in  the  Fishing  (!azetfe,ajii  would  advise 
more  fully  than  I  cxn  here. 

The  best  route,  in  my  opinion,  and  I  think  I  have  tried 
all,  is  by  the  "  Thule  "  line,  leaving  Tilbury  for  Gothen- 
burg every  Friday.  Return  fare,  five  guineas  first  class  ; 
1;hree  guineas  second  class.  Sailing  bills  and  all  part'culars 
from  Phillipps  and  Graves,  Botolph  House,  Eastcheap.— 
Yours  obediently,    F.  E.  Longlev. 

THE  SENSE  OF  SMELL. 
Sir, — The  Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov  has  indeed  made 
out  an  exceedingly  strong  case  for  fish  possessing  the  sense 
of  smell  in  his  recent  very  iaterestiug  letter  in  the  Fisliiug 
Qazrtfc,  and  li  s  experience  seems  at  least  quite  conclusive 
so  far  as  the  cjuestion  of  the  efficacy  of  scented  baits  is 
concerned.  I  hive  never  tried  these  myself,  nor  known 
anyone  who  d  d,  but  undoubtedly  aujling  literature  is 
by  uo  means  silent  about  them,  though  they  are  not 
always  honoured  ia  the  mention.  For  instance,  the  last 
cjpy  of  Walton's  book  wh'oh  I  possessed  had  a  curt  and 
uucompromisiu J  editorial  note  of  contemptuous  refeience 
to  scented  baits,  which  ia  my  then  state  of  ignorance  and 
experience  I  took  as  implying  a  statement  of  tested  and 
accepted  fact_ rather  than  as  a  meie  exp:  eision  of  personal 
opinion,  and  it  now  seems  but  too  plain  thit  my  editor  was 
distinctly  too  previous.  And,  indeed,  poor  Walton  has 
suffered  not  a  little  from  eiit^rs  in  this  and  many  other 
ways.  "Ephemera,"  if  I  recollect  rightly,  was  my 
aatliority  for  thinking  lightly  of  sceu  ed  Vaits. 

If,  however,  we  now  accept  it  as  a  fact  that  scenting  a 
b  .it  in  some  particular  way  may,  under  certain  conditions 
at  least,  lend  it  increased  attractiveness,  the  question 
remains  to  ask  whether  this  added  charm  communicates 
itself  through  the  medium  of  the  sense  of  smell,  properly 
so  called.    It  seems  at  least  possible  that  the  odorous 
matter  may  permeate  the  immediately  surrounding  water 
to  some  distance,  and  that  one  effect  of  "breathing" 
this  odourised  medium  is  to  stimu'ate  the  appetite  or 
"  taking  "  faculty,  and  so  set  on  the  fish  to  feed  on  what 
is  put  before  them  ;  though  it  must  be  admitted  that  even 
t  his  comes  very  near  to  exercising  the  sense,  or  at  least  " 
sense,  of  smell.    For,  after  all,  to  smell  is  nearly  to  tn:<tr 
with  another  organ  than  the  tongue  ;  and  the  olfactory 
organs  themselves,  as  we  know,  are  only  sensitive  to  the 
touch  of  solid  matter,  though  in  infinitesimally  small 
particles,  just  the  same  as  the  tongue  itself.    If,  there- 
fore, the  gills  convey  to  him  the  stimulating  charm  of  the 
scented  bait,  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  say  a  fish 
!<inell.s  with  his  gills;  at  least,  it  will  sound  as  apt, 
perhaps,  as  to  say  he  tastes  with  them,  and  r.ally  it 
would  be  a  most  useful  and  interesting  function  for  the 
gills  to  be  able  to  disjharge,  and  it  may  well  be  that  just 
as  in  Prospero's  enchanted  isle,  the  air  was  "fall  of 
noises,  sounds,  and  sweet  airs  that;  give  delight,  and  hurt 
not,"  to  those  who  had  ears  to  hear  them,  so  their  waters 
may  to  the  fish  be  lichwith  many  odours,  of  which  our 
grosser  senses  have  no  perception,  which  attract,  dehght, 
repel,  disgust,  suggest  danger  or  the  like,  and  so  make  the 
life  o?  thefishaiu  l^r  one  than  we  have  any  conception 
of.    Anyway,  if  the  baron's  scented  baits  have  added  a 
new  though  dangerous  charm  to  fish  environment,  he  is  to 
be  corg  atulated  on  his  good  fortune  in  having  thereby 
securea  better  sport,  and  thanked  by  us  all  for  telling  us 
so  frankly  about  it.— Vours,  &c.,  Mona. 

P.S. — One  word  about  this  Oleum  ligni  Rhcddi,  which 
the  biron  found  so  effective.  It  suggests  to  me  a  very 
simple  and  possibly  suggestive  experiment.  Inircduce  a 
drop  or  two  of  it  into  the  water  ia  the  gliss  receptacle 
containing  a  few  healthy  captive  fish,  and  presently  try  the 
effect  on  their  appetite  by  introducing  a  few  small  morsels 
of  different  sorts  of  food.  Call  it  taste  or  smell  as  you 
will,  but  if  the  event  is  according  to  our  anticipations,  I 
see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  we  shall  thereby  have 
discovered  a  valuable  fish  tonic  and  appetiser,  with  all 
sorts  of  unsuspected  posjibilicies  about  it  in  these  days  cf 
fish  culture.    Will  some  one  please  try  it  ? 


TROUT  IN  GALWAY  ? 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  to  Galway  the  middle  of 
February,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
could  kindly  tell  me  if  there  is  any  spring  trnit  (not 
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salmon)  fisliing  in  lakes  and  rivers  ;  if  trout  run  large ; 
what  are  best  flies  ;  and  what  sized  flies  are  required  ? — 
Yours  truly,    Anglee. 

SAMPLE  CA.RDS  OF  SILKWORM  GUT,  GRATIS. 

Dear  Sib, — It  has  always  been  a  ditti  ult  matter,  and 
confusion  hjs  often  resulted,  in  ordering  gut  by  name,  as 
the  name  or  class  (in  the  absence  of  a  guide  as  to  thick- 
ness) conveys  little  precise  information  as  to  actual 
requirements. 

Some  little  time  ago  we  added  a  plate  to  our  catalogue, 
showing  as  nearly  as  possible  thj  different  thicknesses, 
and  giving  the  exact  measurements  in  lODOths  of  an  inch. 
We  have  now  further  supplemented  this  by  mounting  on 
a  card  pieces  of  gut  showing  the  actual  thicknesses  from 
xxxx  drawn  to  "royal"  salmon,  a  sample  of  which  we 
have  the  pleasure  to  enclose.  These  cards  will  be  s?nt  to 
any  intending purchas3rs  free  on  receipt  of  address. 

We  would  be  exceadingly  obliged  if  you  would  make  this 
known  in  any  way  through  your  valuable  journal. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — Yours  obediently, 

Haedy  Brothers. 

London  and  North  British  Works,  Alnwick,  Jan.  31. 

[A  most  useful  oaid,  which  we  advise  our  readers  to 
secure  before  they  are  all  asked  for. — Ed.^ 


COARSE  FISHING  WANTED  IN  THE  MIDLANDS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  if  you  know  of  any  good 
fishing  on  Midland  main  line  (outside  Welsh  Harp  aid 
Elstree)  wlere  there  is  good  coarse  fishing,  with  pike  ? 
No  reasonable  payment  objected  to.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation,— Yours  faithfully,       Henry  A.  Slack. 

[The  following  are  some  good  stations  on  the  Midland 
Railway:  St.  Albans  (Colne),  Herts,  20  miles;  Har- 
penden  (Lea),  Hert',  27^  miles;  Chiltern  Green  (Lea), 
Herts,  27  miles;  Leagrave  (Lea),  Beds,  32J  miles; 
Harlington  (Tod),  Beds,  37  miles  ;  FHtwick  (Ivel),  Beds, 
40  miles;  Amp^hill  (Lakes),  Beds,  41  miles;  Bedford 
(Ouse),  50  miles;  Oakley  (Ouse),  Beds,  52^  miles  ;  Sharn- 
brook  (Ouse),  Beds,  55  miles;  Irohester  (Ouse), 
Northampton,  Gl  miles.  All  these  stations  are  eligible  to 
anglers  afiiKated  to  either  Anglers'  or  Central  Associations 
at  greatly  reduced  fares  for  three  (Jays.  For  particulars 
as  to  leave  from  landowners,  millers,  &o.,  see  Anglcr'.-< 
Diary,  post  free  for  1".  8d.  from  Sampson  Low, 
Marston,  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London,  E.C.]   , 

A  25^LB.  THAMES  PIKE. 

Deae  Sie,— In  "Jottings  by  the  Way,"  in  last 
Saturday's  Fishing  Gazette,  mention  is  made  of  a  pike 
ciught  near  Oxford,  which  was  stated  to  have  been 
4ft.  4in.  long,  23iin.  girth,  and  25Jlb.  weight. 

This  fis'i  is  again  mentioned  in  an  advertisement  on  the 
front  cover  of  your  journal,  and,  I  think,  must  be 
incorrect  as  to  measurements  ;  at  least,  I  never  heard  of 
and  never  had  one  among  the  many  large  pike  I  have 
captured,  that  would— at  25Jlb. — be  any  way  near  4ft.  4iQ. 
long,  however  lank,  lean,  and  eel-like  the  fish  might  have 
been.  In  order  that  your  readers  who  are  pike  anglers 
may  draw  comparisons  and  form  their  own  conclusions 
as  to  length  and  girth  versus  weight,  _  I  give  the 
following  measurements  of  fish,  most  of  which,  if  not  all, 
I  think  you  saw  "in  the  flesh."  They  were  all 
measured  from  tip  of  nose  to  "  fork  "  of  tail. 

„  „  Lt.NGTH.  QiaiH.WBIGHT. 

Number.  Where  Caught.  ft    in       in  lb. 

Two  River  Thames  .  Pike  .  3  4  ...  23  ...  23 

One  River  Frome    .  Pike...  3  3  ...  23i..  23i 

One  HampshireAvon  Pike...  3  6...  23i  ..  27 

One    Sussex  lake   Pike...  3  7...  24i...  31 

One    Kent  lake   Pike  ..  3  9i..  25|  ..  36 

One    Herts  lake    Pike  .  3  10|  ..  25  ...  37 

*One    Kent  lake    Pike  ..  3  7  .  .  23  ...  28 

*  This  fine  pike  was  captured  last  week  by  Canon  Dyke.  I  saw 
the  fish,  and  got  the  measurements  of  it. 
— Yours  &c.,   Esox  Lucius. 

SMELTS  AS  WHITEBAIT. 
SlE, — Your  esteemed  correspondent,  C.  Hussey,  in 
Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  22,  states  a  whitebait  fisherman  of 
forty-five  years'  experience  told  him  the  whitebait  caugat 
thirty  or  even  twenty  years  ago  between  Greenwich  and 
Gravesend  were  nearly  all  the  fry  of  smelts.  This  is  most 
remarkable,  as  during  that  very  particular  term  of  years 
Dr.  F.  Buckland  was  experimenting  on  the  Thames  white 
bait  in  London,  and  your  humble  correspondent  doing  the 
same  for  Dr.  Buckland  in  Devonshire,  on  the  whitebait  of 
the  river  Exe.  Strange  to  say,  no  such  thing  as  a  smelt 
or  shad  have  ever  been  found  either  in  Thames  or  Exe 
whitebait,  as  recorded  by  Dr.  Buckland,  1873  and  1880 
Query :  Were  these  not  the  fry  of  the  weever  ? — Yours, 
&c.,    Frank  Gosden 

A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  22 
just  to  hand,  and  I  notice  an  error  in  my  letter  re  "  Fish 
being  guided  by  sight."  In  the  bracketed  words,  "hunt- 
ing by  sight,"  "  scent  "  should  stand  instead  of  "sight."" 
This  being  too  obvious,  I  suppose  no  one  of  your  readers 
will  have  misunderstood  me  ;  but  still,  it  is  better  to  put 
things  right. — Yours  very  truly,    Paul  Tchbek,\ssov 

[There  is  no  doubt  our  correspondent  meant  "scent," 
but  "  sight  "  appears  in  the  type-written  copy,  and  the 
reader  followed  copy.]   

THE  BROUGHAM  TESTIMONIAL. 
Dear  Sie, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  thank  my 
numerous  friends  who  have  made  this  movement,  through 
you,  so  great  a  success,  and  also  for  the  complimentary 


letters  we  have  both  received  in  reference  to  the  work  I 
have  done  for  the  river,  and  which  all  along  has  been  one 
of  great  pleasure  to  me.  Since  the  presentation  I  have 
been  overwhelmed  with  letters  of  congratulation,  and 
wishing  me  every  happiness  in  my  retirement.  My  best 
wishes  are  still  in  the  interests  of  the  river  and  in  the 
success  of  the  anglers,  but  the  work  of  preservation  cannot 
be  effectively  carried  on  without  a  more  general  support 
from  the  anglers  and  more  of  the  angling  clubs,  and  I 
strongly  urge  them  to  give  it.  W.  H,  Brougham. 

Pownell-gardens,  Hounslow. 


RIVERS  RE-STOCKING  AND  PRESERVATION 
FUND. 

Deae  Sie, — From  the  statement  appended  it  will  be 
seen  that  last  season's  collection  for  this  fund  Va?  de- 
plorably fallen  off,  and  so  far  does  not  reach  one  half 
what  it  has  done  in  previous  years,  the  total  only  amount- 
ing to  £23  19s.  8d.,  including  bilange  iu  hand,  against 
£51  lis.  2d.  in  1896-7.  Of  this  amount  the  particulars 
annexed  show  £8  15s.  6d.  from  the  Anglers'  Association, 
and  £11  7s.  6d.  from  the  Central  Association,  the  re- 
mainder arising  from  a  small  balance  in  hand  and  contri- 
butions remitted  to  me  direct  by  the  Greslan  and  the 
Greenwich  Angling  Societies.  There  are  doubtless 
various  reasons  for  this  lamentable  falling  off,  but  none 
that  adequately  explain  it. 

Various  suggestions  have  been  made  for  increasing  the 
c  Ueotion,  and  although  in  full  sympathy  myself  with  any 
feasible  means  of  adding  thereto  in  a  legitimate  way,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  thit  a  fund  like  this  ought  to  receive 
the  spontaneovis  support  of  all  the  clubs,  as  well  as  of 
individual  anglers  who  do  not  otherwise  aid  the  work  of 
preservation.  Application  has  been  made  to  all  societies 
enrolled.  At  the  meeting  of  the  joint  committee  of  the 
fund  held  last  week,  £8  8s.  was  voted  to  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  £8  8s.  to  the  Lea  (Anglers' 
Association),  and  £2  28.  each  to  the  Windsor,  Maidenhead, 
Reading,  and  Henley  Associations,  which  will  be  almost 
wholly  used  for  re-stocking  purposes,  and  these  amounts 
have  been  sent  them. 

The  funds  in  hand  have  been  exhausted.  I  am  aware 
there  are  sums  yet  to  come,  and  the  list  is  still  open.  If 
those  clubs  who  are  not  yet  on  the  list  of  subscribers  ill 
only  hurry  up  with  their  donations  the  fund  can  hi  quickly 
closed,  and  a  further  sum  given  to  some  or  all  of  the 
preservation  societies  who,  for  years  past,  have  been 
endeavouring  to  protect  our  interests  and  provide  sport  for 
all  classes  of  anglers.  Donations  will  be  gladly  receiv-  d 
by  myself ;  Mr.  K.  Ghurney  (Anglers'  Association),  116, 
Murray-street,  Hoxton ;  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (Central 
Association),  6,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. — I  am, 
yours  faithfully,  T.  Crumplen  (Hon.  Treasurer). 

12,  Regent-street,  London,  S.W. 
Feb.  3,  1898. 


DONATIONS,  1897-8. 


Anglers'  Association. 

£  s.  d. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  110 

Good  Intent    1    1  0 

Hoxton  Brothers   1    1  0 

Izaali  Walton   110 

South  London    110 

Walton  and  Cotton......  110 

Grange    0  10  6 

Walthamstow    0  10  6 

Phcenix    0  11  0 

Globe    0   5  0 

St.  John's    0    5  0 

Clapham  Junction    0   5  0 

Mr.  Tomlin  (West  Ham 
Brothrrs)    0   2  6 


£8  15  6 


Per  Treasurer — 

GreshamA.S   1  1 

Greaham  Members          1  4 

Greenwich  A.  S   1  1 

Balance  in  hand    1  11 


Central  AssooiATroN, 
£ 

Camden   i   1 

Baltfrsea  Friendly   1 

Gt.  Northern  Brothers  1 

West  London    1 

Lincoln   

Amicable  Brothers   

Anchor  and  Hope   

AtheniBum  

Amicable  Waltonians.. 

Drayton  Park   

Shepherd's  Bush  

Woolwich  Brothers         0  10 

Hearts  of  Oak    0  10 

Silver  Trout    0  10 


2 
1 
1 
1 

0  1.5 
0  12 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 


Eoyal  George    0  7 

Firm  and  True   0  5 

Friendship   0  5 

Uateliam  Brothers           0  -5 

Second  Surrey    0   5  0 

Mr.   H.  Patman  (Ber- 
mondsey Brothers)  ...  0 
Mr.     Webber  (Boyal 
George)    0 


£11 


"  SEA  SHRIMPS  AS  BAIT  FOR  TROUT." 
Sir, — Having  been  informed  that  my  description  of 
Gravesend  shrimps  is  likely  to  mislead,  as  Graves 3nd 
shrimps  are  brown  instead  of  pink.  In  the  paragraph 
alluded  to  I  find  no  allusion  at  all  to  the  colour  of  Graves 
end  shrimps.  It  reads  thus  (see  Fishing  Gazette  Jan.  29) 
"  It  is  the  pink  shrimp  I  allude  to,  they  very  much 
resemble  small  prawns,  and  boil  pink,  and  are  most  in 
season  in  the  summer,  when  they  are  sold  as  '  Gravesend 
shrimps  '  in  London." — Your  truly.      Prank  Gosden. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY- 
RIVER  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  jou  kindly  announce  receipt  of  the 
following  sums,  or  promises,  for  above  since  your  last 
issue  ?  Alma  A.S.,  2s.  6d. ;  Burlington  Piscatorials,  5s.  ; 
Clapham  Junction  A.S.,  3s.  ;  Great  Northern  Brothers' 
A.S.,  2s.  6d,  ;  Gresham  A.S.,  23.  6d. ;  Kingston  P.S., 
21s.;  Lincoln  A.S.,  5s.;  South  London  A.S.,  5s  ; 
Stepney  A, S.,  2s.  6d. 

The  date  of  the  dinner  has  been  fixed  for  Friday, 
March  18  next,  and  will  be  held-at  the  Hoi  born  Restaurant. 
—Yours  faithfully,  H.  W.  Higgins,  Hon.  Sec. 


bottom,  was  seized  by  a  conger  of  apparently  71b.  or  81b. 
As  the  risk  of  getting  the  fish  on  board  was,  of  course, 
considerable,  we  landed  on  the  sandy  beach,  and  I  gaffed 
him,  landing  him  fafely.  The  chances  of  losing  such  a 
fish  are.  of  c  urse,  many  with  a  hook  on  single  gut. — • 
Yours,  &c.,   J.  0.  WiLCOCKS, 

FREE  FISHING  ON  THE  OUSE? 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  indebted  to  you  if  you 
will  kindly  inform  me,  through  the  FisJiinj  Gazette,  what 
part  of  the  Ouse,  round  Huntingdon  and  St.  Ives,  is  free 
for  fishing  ? — I  am,  yours  truly,  W. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  E.  CoUinson  will  kindly  answerthis. — Ed.] 

WHAT  IS  A  "YAWLING"? 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
Jan.  22,  Mr.  C.  Hussey  asks  the  above  question.  Mr, 
Frank  Buckland,  in  his  "  Natural  History  of  British 
Fishes,"  says:  "  Yawling  is  a  corruption  of  the  word 
'  yearling,'  signifying  fish  one  year  old,"  and  that  they  are 
the  young  of  the  "  snig  herring."  Your  correspondent, 
Mr.  Prank  Gosden  (who  quotes  largely  from  the  above 
named  book),  is  correct  in  saying,  in  last  Saturday's 
(Jan.  29)  Fislriiig  Gazette,  that  small  fry  {et  hoe  genus 
omne)  are  usually  called  whitebait.  But  whitebait  proper 
are  the  young  of  the  shad,  sometimes  called  the  "  herring 
king,"  which  in  the  spring  of  the  year  frequent  the 
estuaries  of  the  Thames,  Severn,  and  other  rivers  to 
spawn. 

The  common  or  allice  shad  (Alosa  indgaris)  and  the 
twaite  shad  {A.  farta)  are  the  two  best  known  species. 
I  remember  that  soon  after  the  inauguration  of  the 
Brighton  Aquarium,  1872,  the  late  Henry  Lee  and  his 
friend,  Mr.  Frank  Buckland,  placed  a  lot  of  whitebait  in 
one  of  the  tanks  the^e,  and  seven-eighths  of  these  small 
fry  grew  into  shad.  I  am  sorry  to  differ  with  Mr.  Gosden, 
but  both  the  fish  naturalists  I  have  mentioned  considered 
this,  their  experiment,  conclusive ;  and  that  it  proved 
what  were  the  true  whitebait  {Eogenia  alba);  also  that 
they  were  a  distinct  species,  and  not  the  fry  of  any  other 
fish,  however  similar  in  appearance. — Yours  faithfully, 
  Alfred  Jardine. 

Sir, — I  have  seen  the  small  fish,  apparently  of  the 
herring  tribe,  known  as  "yawling,"  taken  in  nets  at 
Teignmouth,  and  believe  they  are  met  with  at  Exmouth, 
and  in  all  the  south  coast  harbours  westward,  by  fisher- 
men who  use  seine  or  draught  nets  for  flounders,  &c. 

Both  Mr.  Yarrell  and  Mr.  J.  Couch,  in  their  works  on 
British  fish,  mention  a  herriog-like  fish  under  the  name  of 
"  Leach's  Herring,"  never  exceeding  7iin.  in  length,  and 
depth  near  2in. ;  and  in  proof  that  the  time  of  spawning 
(February)  and  difference  of  the  quality  of  its  flesh  are 
decisive  marks  of  a  difference  of  species,  a,  quotation  is 
produced  from  Dr.  McCuUoch. 

Mr.  Yarrell  also  mentions  that  the  dorsal  fin  is  some- 
what anterior  to  the  place  it  occupies  in  the  kindred 
species ;  and  the  number  of  vertebrae  as  being  fifty-four, 
whereas  in  the  common  herring  they  amount  to  fifty-six.  ' 

Is  this  so-called  Leach's  herring  the  "  Yawling  ?  "  Mr. 
J.  Couch  is  of  opinion  that  Leach's  herring  cannot  be 
received  as  a  separate  species. 

As  regards  whitebait,  Mr.  Couch  appears  to  agrae  with 
Mr.  Yarrell  that  Clupea  alba  is  a  distinct  species,  but  the 
question  is  considered  to  have  been  settled  by  the 
anatomical  investigations  of  Dr.  Giinther,  and  specimens 
preserved  in  spirit  of  various  sizes  can  be  inspected  in  the 
collection  of  fish  in  the  zoological  section  of  the  British 
Museum  at  South  Kensington. 

I  have  always  been  informed  thit  London  whitebait  are 
often  very  mixed,  and  that  sprats,  small  sand  smelts,  and 
other  small  fish  are  constantly  found  amongst  them.  This 
mixture  may  often  be  accepted  in  London,  but  by  no 
means  at  Brighton,  for  the  hotel-keepers  strictly  enjoin 
the  fishermen,  who  supply  their  whitebait  from  Shoreham 
harbour,  to  carefully  pick' out  every  small  fish  which  is 
not  an  undoubted  whitebait — that  is  to  say,  the  young  of 
the  herring,  known  in  the  north  of  England  as  herring- 
sile. 

During  my  stay  at  Shoreham  for  several  summers,  I  was 
frequently  present  when  the  whitebait  seines  were  being 
hauled,  as  Gunn,  the  whitebait  fisherman,  was  generally 
able  to  supply  me  with  "  wriggles  "  (the  Su;sex  name  fc  r 
sand  eels)  for  bass  fishing  at  Shoreham  harbour.  Prom 
twenty-five  to  thirty  quarts  was  sulEcient  for  a  day's' 
supply  for  Brighton,  but  Gunn  informed  me  that  he  had 
occasionally  sent  some  to  London.  He  commences  whitebait 
fishing  in  April,  finishing  the  first  week  in  September,  by 
which  time  the  whitebait  have  become  such  paljable  young 
herrings  that  they  are  no  longer  saleable.  Nearly  sixty 
years  since  my  acquaintance  with  whitebait  commenced  at 
the  end  of  the  Exeter  Canal,  at  Turf  Lock,  in  the  Exa 
estuary,  and  I  never  regarded  any  other  small  fish  than 
the  young  of  herrings  in  any  other  light  than  intruders 
amongst  the  whiteb  lit. 

Some  smoked  fish  of  about  half  herring  size  are  sold 
in  bundles  like  sprats.  Are  these  half  herrings  or 
"  yawlings  ?  "—Yours  truly,  J.  C.  Wilcocks. 


CONGER  WITH  ROD  ON  SINGLE  GUT, 
Deae  Sir, — Many  years  since  I  was  fishing  close  to 
Exmouth  Jetty  with  a  visitor  from  Exeter,  baiting  with  a 
living  sand  eel  for  bass,  when  the  bait,  sinking  to  the 


About  £20,000  worth  of  fish  is  caught,  on  an  average, 
every  day  (except  Sunday)  on  the  coasts  of  Greit  Britain. 

Not  long  since  a  beautiful  white  fox  terrier  was  injured 
by  a  waggon  while  chasing  a  rat.  The  wheels  passed  over 
one  of  her  slender  paws,  crushing  it  terribly,  but  the 
plucky  little  creature  held  on  to  the  rat,  and  shook  the  life 
out  of  it  before  she  crept,  moaning,  to  her  master.  He 
immediately  carried  her  to  a  surgeon,  who  amputated  her 
leg  above  the  first  joint.  For  days  the  little  creature's 
sufferings  were  intense,  and  she  was  nnrsed  like  a  baby. 
When  the  wound  healed  her  master  had  a  cork  leg  made 
for  her,  which  she  soon  used  with  ease. 
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A  BLANK  DAY. 


I. 

"  Tom,"  cried  my  fellow  student,  bursting  into 
our  joint  sitting  room  one  evening,  "  I've  got  it — 
day  after  to-morrow — and  a  friend.  You'll  come, 
of  course."  ' 

"  What's  all  the  excitement  about,  first  ?  "  I 
asked. 

"  Why,  permission  to  fish  in  old  Squire  Blaydes' 
preserves,"  he  shouted. 

I  sprang  from  my  chair.  Ardent  fisherman 
at  that  time  I  was  not,  but  I  knew  the 
value  of  this  invitation  at  any  rate,  for  my  friend 
had  talked  of  nothing  else  ever  since  he  first 
came  to  Slowton  twelve  months  ago ;  and  I  knew 
how  he  had  plotted  and  schemed,  aye,  and  bribed, 
to  obtain  the  magic  "  Open  Sesame  "  to  the  Squire's 
well  stocked  preserves, 

During  the  next  twenty-four  hoi  rs  we  talked  of 
nothing  else,  and  when  I  went  to  bed  the  night 
before  the  eventful  day,  what  with  the  cigars. 
Jack's  eloquence,  and,  perhaps,  the  whisky,  my 
head  was  in  such  a  confused  whirl  that  for  hours 


I  tossed  on  my  sleepless  couch,  whUe  countless 
armies  of  roach  and  pike,  bream  and  barbel 
marched  round  my  bed  in  never-ending  array. 
At  length,  tired  of  watching  them,  I  dropped  off 
to  sleep  ;  when  I  opened  my  eyes  again  they  hid 
all  vanished  except  one  great  carp,  which  w<i3 
overhauling  the  tackle  spread  out  upon  the 
hearthrug. 

_  At  first  I  lazily  watched  him  without  apprehen- 
sion, without  any  particular  interest  even  ;  but  it 
soon  became  apparent  that  there  was  method  in 
his  madness,  for  he  started  fishing — fishing  for  me 
with  a  worm  .'  I  turned  away  in  horror ;  but  the 
fasc'nation  of  the  thing  caught  hold  upon  me,  and 
I  began  to  wonder  whether  I  should  be  caught. 
Anyhow  he  would  have  to  change  his  bait.  Ah ! 
he  has  changed  it.  He  has  got  Jack's  spoon  on 
now,  and  is  offering  me  a  white  writhing  spoonful 
of  gentles  and  wasp  gi-ubs.  Loathing,  I  again 
turned  to  the  wall,  while  the  solemn  carp  once 
more  changed  his  hu-e,  and,  to  my  supreme 
disgust,  attached  to  the  hook  my  flask  that  I  had 
so  carefully  filled  overnight. 

"  You  shall  not  have  that,"  I  cried ;  and,  rising, 
snatched  at  it  with  my  right  hand ;  there  was  a 
quick  jerk,  and  before  I  knew  what  had  happened 
I  was  hooked  by  the  shirt  tail  and  fighting  fiercely 
for  liberty. 

Round  and  round  the  table  I  ran,  dodged 
underneath  the  sofa,  through  the  window,  over 
the  slates,  down  the  chimney,  but  in  vain ;  every 
rush  left  me  weaker,  and  I  found  myself  being 
irresistibly  di-awn  to  the  hearthrug,  where  stood 
that  villainous  carp  steadily  reeling  in. 

A  gain  I  dashed  away ;  could  I  but  tangle  the 
line  even  yet  I  might  summon  strength  to  break 
it  and  be  free ;  but  no,  the  carp  was  too  clever  for 
that.  With  amazing  skiU  he  safely  steered  ifc 
through  the  intricacies  of  the  furniture,  and 
steadily,  remorselessly  brought  me  back  to  the 
hearthrug. 

This  time  the  carp  was  not  alone.  A  fierce- 
looking  pike  was  standing  by,  holding  my 
gaff  and  coolly  sharpening  its  point.  Crash ! 
went  a  chair,  and  with  the  perspiration  standing 
out  in  great  beads,  and  my  heart  going  like 
a  sledge  hammer.  I  was  once  more  off  upon 
my  mad  career.  But  the  effort  was  short  lived, 
and  all  too  soon  my  strength  was  spent.  Then — 
a  quick  glimmer  of  steel,  a  sharp  pain  in  my  leg 
— the  pike  had  missed  me  ! 

In  despair  I  was  making  for  the  chest,  with  an 
insane  idea  of  plunging  into  the  bottom  drawer, 
when  in  the  nick  of  time  I  saw  an  insidious 
landing  net  spread  out  between  me  and  my 
haven  of  safety.  A  moment  more,  and  I  should 
have  been  landed  by  a  gigantic  roach  which  I  had 
not  noticed  before.  No,  a  thousand  times  no ! 
If  die  I  must,  no  wi-etched  roach  shall  entangle 
me  in  his  net  and  triumph  over  my  gasping  form . 
better  by  far  a  speedy  death  from  the  murderous 
gaff;  so,  shutting  my  eyes,  I  again  faced  the 
steel.     Another  flash,  and  just  when  I  could 

almost  feel  the  stroke,  there  came  a  loud   " 

from  the  carp,  and  I  was  free.  The  pike  in  his 
excitement  had  cut  the  line. 

Opening  my  eyes  with  a  sigh  of  relief,  I  saw  in 
the  dim  twilight  Jack  standing  over  me.  It  was 
a  dream,  and  not  the  solemn  carp,  but  Jack,  my 
old  friend  Jack,  had  sworn  that  swear. 

n. 

"  Get  up,  you  lazy  elephant !  Dashed  if  I 
thought  you  ever  would  wake ;  I've  been  here  a 
good  quarter  of  an  hour." 

"Jack,"  I  said  solemnly,  "I've  had  an  awfiil 
dream." 

"  Hang  your  dreams  I    Get  up." 

"  Biit,  Jack,  I  really  don't  know  whether  I 
ought  to  go.  I  fancy  I've  been  warned ;  and  if  any- 
thing should  happen  you'd  never  forgive  yourself, 
you  know.  I"U  tell  you  what :  I'll  nm  down  after 
breakfast  and  see  how  you're  getting  on." 

My  further  remarks  were  cut  short  by  my  being 
rolled  on  the  floor,  mattress  and  all.  Jack  always 
was  impatient. 

As  I  was  now  thoroughly  unsettled,  I  thought 
I  might  as  well  get  up.  I  did  so,  though  under 
protest,  nor  were  my  spirits  by  any  means 
enlivened  by  finding  that  om-  careful  landlady 
had  turned  off  the  gas  overnight,  and  that  con- 
sequently I  was  obUged  to  dress  with  the  help 
afforded  by  the  faint  illumination  of  a  wretched 
night-light  thoughtfully  provided  for  me. 

With  a  dun,  sleepy  headache    and  a  cold 


shivering  sensation  creeping  down  my  back,  I 
foimd  my  way  downstairs  to  our  sitting-room, 
though  in  so  doing  I  barked  myself  against  every 
possible  obstacle  on  the  way.  There  was  Jack, 
cheerfully  stuffing  himself  with  cold  boiled 
bacon,  the  very  thought  of  which  made  me  feel 
sick,  though,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  didn't  feel 
inclined  to  eat  anything  at  all  just  then. 

"  Hurry  up,"  he  cried,  "  I  want  to  be  off ;  it's  a 
grand  morning." 

I  was  glad  to  hear  it,  it  was  the  first  piece  of 
good  news  I  had  had  yet ;  so  I  smiled,  and  tried 
to  look  as  if  I  was  enjoying  myself,  and  had  been 
accustomed  to  getting  up  at  3  a.m.  all  my  life, 
and  asked  for  the  coffee.  I  felt  a  cup  of  good, 
hot  coffee  would  make  a  new  man  of  me. 

"  Oh,  it  isn't  coffee,"  said  Jack,  "  it's  tea— cold 
tea,  you  know,"  handing  me  a  jug  and  broken 
cup.  "  Sorry,  but  this  is  the  only  cup  I  could 
find  ;  the  old  girl  hides  things  up  so." 

I  shuddered  ;  cold  tea  and  fat  bacon  I  But  not 
wishing  to  appear  rude  or  over- fanciful,  I 
stroUed  across  to  the  window  to  gain  time.  The 
rain  was  coming  down  in  streams  ! 

"  Good  gracious  I  "  I  cried,  secretly  rejoicing. 
■  What  a  pity,  we  can't  go." 

"  Xot  go  :  Why  not  ?  "  shouted  Jack. 

'•  Why,"  I  said,  "  It's  raining." 

"Of  course  it  is,  you  idiot;  been  raining  all 
night,  and  when  the  sun  gets  up  and  the  rain 
stops  if  we  don't  catch  'em  we  ought,  that's  all 
I  know." 

I  saw  that  remonstrance  was  useless,  and 
resigned  myself  to  my  fate  with  an  inward 
promise  that  I  should  be  back  again  before 
breakfast,  when  a  bath  and  change  would  set  me 
right  again. 

"  You  ought  to  eat  a  good  breakfast,'"  said 
Jack.  '•  It  keeps  the  cold  out.  you  know,  and 
you'll  want  it  later  on.'' 

I  mi^ttered  something  about  a  good  supper  and 
indigestion,  and  then  made  off  on  the  excuse  of 
having  left  my  pipe  upstairs. "  When  I  returned 
I  found  Jack  ready  to  start,  so,  putting  on  my 
waterproof,  I  took  up  my  impedimenta,  and  made 
ready  also :  while  in  response  to  Mrs.  Brown's 
shrill  injunctions  to  ''shut  the  door  be'ind  yer," 
Jack  bawled  out  instructions  for  frying  pans  an  1 
weights  and  scales  against  our  return. 

How  I  should  have  ciirsed  the  fellow,  I  thought, 
had  I  been  asleep  at  that  imgodly  hour,  as  1 
devoutly  wished  I  were  instead  of  about  to  start 
into  the  chiU  grey  mist  and  the  slush  of  <h? 
street.  As  the  street  door  closed  behind  us  with 
a  dull  clang,  the  sound  seemed  to  chill  me 
through,  realising  as  I  then  did  the  extreme 
misery  of  our  surroundings. 

For  some  minutes  we  stumbled  silently  through 
the  damp,  deserted  street,  and  my  thoughts  were 
again  reverting  to  my  weird  dream,  when  .Jack 
chipped  in  upon  my  meditations  with  a  •  Cheer 
up,  old  man;  jou  look  as  though  you'd  lost  n 
shilling  and  found  sixpence.  What's  the  matter  ?  ' 

"Nothing,"  I  said,  "I'm  enjoying  myself 
immensely  ;  the  air  is  so  fresh  and  pleasant,  it's 
quite  a  treat  to  be  out." 

"Rather,"  he  replied.  '  How  people  cai  li» 
sweltering  in  their  beds  in  the  early  racrniDg  I 
cau'c  imagine  !  ' 

"  Xor  I,"  was  my  answer,  though  I  scarcely 
expressed  my  private  opinion  in  so  saying;  and. 
besides,  I  thought  it  was  rather  cheek  of  Jack, 
too,  considering  how  rarely  he  ventured  abroad 
before  the  sun. 

After  that  we  walked  on  for  some  time  in 
silence,  while  the  rain  came  down  harder  than 
ever;  though,  fortunately,  it  was  its  last  effort, 
for,  as  the  sun  rose,  it  died  away,  and  a  cold 
breeze  springing  up  made  us  more  uncomfortable 
even  than  the  wet.  For  my  own  part  I  was 
content  to  trudge  along  with  the  settled  deter- 
mination of  a  condemned  criminal ;  but  Jack 
appeared  to  be  really  enjoying  himself,  and 
babbled  of  baits  and  books,  worms  and  hooks,  till 
I  could  have  brained  him.  However,  we  reached 
our  destination  at  last,  and  as  we  had  neither  of 
us  been  there  before,  I  wanted  to  tap  up  the 
gamekeeper  and  ask  the  way ;  but  Jack  said  we 
couldn't  miss  it,  and  if  the  man  knew  we  were 
there  he  would  not  only  keep  us  waiting  while  he 
dressed,  but  probably  insist  on  accompanjong  us — 
"  and,"  he  darkly  hinted,  "  you  know  what  that 
means." 

"  But,"  said  I,  "  wonldn't  he  be  able  to  show  us 
the  best  places  ?  " 
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"  Oh,  you  simple  fool,  of  course  he  could ;  but 
he  wouldii't,  you  bet ! " 

"  I  don't  see  it,"  I  said ;  "  why  not  ?  " 

"  Why,  because  they  always  keep  the  best 
places  for  themselves.  Gamekeepers  are  the 
biggest  poachers  out.  I  tried  it  once ;  I  only 
caught  a  few  wretched  things,  and  the  chap 
wanted  to  make  out  that  it  was  because  I  couldn't 
fish  !    They  don't  have  me  again,  you  bet." 

ni. 

Who  shall  describe  the  horrors  of  that  day. 
We  managed  by  dodging  among  the  trees  to 
elude  the  keeper,  who  seemed  to  be  waiting  for 
us,  and  reached  the  stream.  Jack  picked  out  a 
likely  spot,  and  with  high  hopes  we  began — our 
miseries  all  forgotten,  the  stream  at  our  feet 
glowing  in  the  sunshine,  and  the  woods  behind 
in  the  glory  of  their  summer  foliage  bathed  in  the 
warmth  of  the  morning  light. 

Patiently  we  fished  as  the  hours  sped  by,  trying 
first  one  bait,  then  another,  but  all  in  vain ;  not  a 
single  bite  rewarded  our  efEorts,  while  the  sun, 
rising  high  in  the  heavens,  poiired  down  upon  our 
backs,  making  us  sick  and  faint.  Then  I 
suggested  some  lunch,  and  Jack  said  that  while  I 
was  getting  it  out  he  would  try  spinning  an 
artificial  bait  for  a  pike. 

"  All  right,"  I  said,  "  but  where  the  dickens  did 
that  basket  go?  I  know  I  put  it  down  here 
somewhere." 

"  Oh,  yes,  I  know,"  answered  he,  "  I  put  it 
under  the  bank  there  to  keep  cool." 

I  went  to  the  spot  indicated,  arriving  just  in 
time  to  see  our  hamper  give  one  last  lurch  before 
it  was  washed  off  the  bank,  and  sank  in  the 
stream.  Too  disgusted  even  to  swear,  I  strolled 
back  to  where  Jack  was  standing,  and  easily 
asked  him  to  bring  his  gaff  and  help  me  with  the 
basket.  But  something  in  my  face  must  have 
betrayed  me,  for  he  jumped  up  as  if  he  had  been 
shot. 

"  I  clean  forgot  the  mill,"  he  cried ;  "  what  a 
fool  I  must  have  been." 

I  didn't  attempt  to  contradict  him  ;  I  felt  that 
it  was  no  time  for  idle  conversation,  and  stood 
gloomily  watching  Jack's  desperate  efforts  to 
recover  the  lost  basket.  But  he  might  almost 
bave  spared  himself  the  trouble,  for,  when  rescued, 
evei-ything  was  found  to  be  hopelessly  ruined, 
except  three  or  four  hard-boiled  eggs ;  and  with 
these  and  some  moist  biscuits  (relics  of  a  former 
expedition)  which  Jack  happened  to  have  in  his 
pocket,  we  tried  to  quell  the  pangs  of  hunger. 
When  we  had  finished  our  meal  (there  was  no 
particular  need  for  washing  up)  I  voted  for  home, 
but  Jack  said  we  might  just  as  well  make  a  day 
of  it  now  we  were  there,  and  perhaps  we  should 
catch  some  in  the  evening.  So  I  filled  my  pipe, 
and  sat  down  to  watch  Jack  spin.  I  understood 
from  him  that  it  was  a  very  pretty  sport,  and  that 
to  see  a  ferocious  pike  rush  madly  after  the  swift 
i-evolving  bait  sent  a  thiiU  aU  through  your  body. 
As  it  turned  out  I  got  my  thrill  all  right  later  on, 
though  not  in  the  way  described.  But  of  that 
more  anon. 

He  started  rather  shakily  I  thought,  but  gaining 
confidence  as  he  went  on,  he  began  making  some 
truly  marvellous  casts,  and  I  expressed  my 
admiration  in  no  measm-ed  terms. 

"  Pooh ;  that's  nothing,"  he  said  ;  "  in  a  poky 
little  stream  like  this  there's  no  need  to  really 
exert  youi-seK  at  all.  Now  when  you  fish 
over  a  large  lake  it's  different — but  I'll  show 
you."  , 

Saying  which  he  pulled  off  his  reel  several  more 
yards  of  line,  and,  directing  my  attention  to  a 
distant  part  of  the  stream,  prepared  for  a  mighty 
cast.  There  was  a  whizz,  a  sharp  click,  and  my 
companion's  wet  line  was  all  tangled  in  a  great 
teazel,  while  the  gaudy  bait  hung  ignominiously 
suspended  from  the  dead  branch  of  a  tree  over- 
head. 

I  laughed ;  it  was  unkind,  but  I  couldn't  help 
it.  "This  will  disgust  him,"  I  thought.  "We 
shall  go  home  after  this,"  and  I  cheerfully  assisted 
him  to  disentangle  his  line,  the  bait  overhead  all 
the  while  swaying  and  glittering  in  the  sun  as  if 
in  bitter  mockery.  We  got  the  line  straight  at 
last,  and  then  tried  to  dislodge  the  bait,  but  here 
our  efforts  were  of  no  avail,  and  there  was  nothing 
for  it  but  to  climb  the  tree.  After  a  good  deal  of 
slipping  and  clutching  Jack  got  to  the  fatal 
branch,  ventured  too  far  out  on  it,  and  before  I 
knew  wbat  had  happened— crack !  splash! — and 


he  was  in  the  water.  Luckily  he  could  swim,  and 
soon  scrambled  out,  not  much  the  worse;  and 
gladly  I  prepared  for  home. 

"  Hang  it  all,  old  man,  I  won't  be  beaten,"  said 
Jack.  "  I  must  just  show  you  before  we  go ;  it 
won't  take  u  minute,"  and  once  more  he  prepared 
for  a  cast. 

Another  whirr,  then — a  sharp  pain  in  the  upper 
part  of  my  left  leg — my  dream  was  fulfilled,  I  was 
hooked. 

"  Awfully  sorry,  old  fellow.  Does  it  hurt?  Let 
me  get  it  out  for  you." 

"No,"  I  yelled;  "I've  borne  enough.  I  am 
going  to  the  gamekeeper's,  where  we  ought  to 
have  gone  at  first." 

He  was  a  good  fellow,  that  gamekeeper.  He 
bound  up  my  wounds,  and  lent  Jack  a  dry  rig- 
out,  while  his  wife  quickly  spread  a  snow-white 
cloth  and  gave  us  an  ample  repast. 

"  I  can't  think,  gentlemen,"  he  said  as  we  parted 
that  evening,  "  how  I  came  to  miss  seeing  you. 
I  waited  near  the  lake  all  the  moming." 

"  Lake  ! "  I  shouted,  "  We've  been  fishing  in 
the  mill  stream." 

"  Mill  stream  !  "  he  cried,  roaring  with  laughter. 
"Wife,  they've  been  fishing  all  day  in  the  mill 
stream.  Why,  sir,  the  dye  works  killed  all  the 
fish  there  long  ago.  There  hasn't  been  a  fish  in 
there  to  my  knowledge  for  ten  years  anyhow." 

T.  S.  S. 


SPKING  ANGLING  QUARTERS. 


The  salmon  angling  season  in  Scotland  may 
now  be  said  to  be  weU  begun.  Yesterday  (Friday) 
some  eighty  odd  salmon  rivers,  streams,  and 
districts  were  thrown  open  both  to  the  angler  and 
netsman  ;  and,  although  a  passing  snowstorm 
has  somewhat  damped  the  enthusiasm  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  at  fever  heat  on 
account  of  the  otherwise  favourable  auspices  of 
the  season's  advent,  yet,  when  it  passes,  matters 
wiU  no  doubt  be  found  as  lively  as  the  most 
sanguine  had  anticipated. 

The  present  spell  of  winter  weather  is  the  first 
which  has  been  experienced  in  the  north  of  Scot- 
land fortwo  months  back,  and  the  only  really  Arctic 
touch  of  the  winter  season ;  and,  in  the  end,  may 
be  more  beneficial  to  the  early  spring  angler  than 
otherwise,  although  for  the  nonce  somewhat 
discomforting.  The  gales  of  last  week,  which 
accompanied  the  snowstorm,  were  of  the  severest 
experienced  for  years  back,  and  have  in  a  measure 
compensated  for  the  previous  lack  of  "  gully- 
filling  "  blasts,  which  are  usually  experienced  in 
the  early  days  of  December.  When  the  gullies 
are  well  filled  up  with  snow  wreaths  there  is 
always  a  certainty  of  fairish  waters  well  into 
May ;  and  from  past  experiences  we  should  think 
that  last  week's  storms  have  now  made  ample 
provision  in  this  respect,  and  that  there  will  be 
no  lack  of  good  round  waters,  at  least  for  some 
time  to  come. 

So  much  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  season, 
that  one  cannot  be  too  careful  in  choosing  spring 
angling  quarters,  to  see  that  there  is  either  the 
prospect  of  a  good  run  of  fish  likely  to  come  away 
soon,  or  that  the  pools  are  already  fairly  well 
stocked  with  fresh  fish.  Often  it  happens  that 
anglers  arrive  either  top  late  or  too  early.  In 
the  former  case  the  run  may  have  gone  past  them, 
and  they  will  perforce  have  to  content  themselves 
with  what  fish  may  still  be  coming  away.  There 
are  always  what  fishermen  term  "  drappit "  fish 
following  up  the  main  shoal,  and  these  come  away 
with  every  tide  ;  while,  again,  whenever  there  is 
a  freshet  in  the  river,  and  a  rise  of  temperature, 
there  is  certain  to  be  a  head  of  fish  on  the  move 
and  making  for  the  inland  waters.  In  the  latter 
case,  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  advent  of  the 
angler  has  been  a  little  "  too  previous,"  he  must 
exercise  his  patience  and  wait.  If  his  quarters  be 
not  too  far  inland,  a  day  or  so's  rain  will  make  all 
the  difference  to  him  between  having  a  barren 
wilderness  at  his  disposal  and  a  land  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey,  in  the  shape  of  pools  teeming 
with  fresh  run  fish.  Of  course,  the  best  calcula- 
tions will  often  miscarry,  and  even  in  a  season 
like  the  present,  when  the  prophet  is  so  strongly 
en  evidence,  and  the  proverbial  oldest  fisherman 
ready  to  swear  by  his  last  three  grey  hairs 
that  he  can  tell  to  a  yard  or  two  where 
the    fish  by  the  score  may  be  found,  none 


are  likely  to  be  more  surprised  and  utterly 
confounded  than  these  cocksure  savants  them- 
selves, when  the  "  eating  of  the  pudding "  is 
actually  begun.  Again,  fish  may  be  found  even 
further  inland  than  what  was  anticipated  by  the 
best  local  expert ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  where 
they  are  believed  to  be  quite  plentiful  nothing 
but  an  old  kelt  or  two  may  be  touched  for  days. 
These  are  common  experiences,  and  perhaps  lend 
to  the  uncertainty  of  salmon  angling  that  charm 
or  otherwise  which  forms  a  halo  round  the  sport. 
However,  the  general  characteristics  of  a  season 
like  the  present  cannot  be  very  much  mistaken, 
and  as  a  rule,  in  fine  open  weather,  the  upper 
reaches  of  early  run  waters  are  much  more  certain 
of  good  and  continuous  sport  than  the  lower 
waters,  through  which  the  bulk  of  the  early  fish 
have  passed.  Again,  there  are  many  of  our  later 
streams  which,  in  an  average  or  normal  climatic 
season,  do  not  carry  a  sufficient  head  of  fish  in 
the  early  months  to  command  the  constant  atten- 
tion of  the  early  spring  angler,  and  so  earn  name 
and  fame  as  good  spring  quarters,  that  in  a  season 
like  the  present  are  really  worthy  of  better  con- 
sideration. They  have  generally  their  sources  in 
the  higher  altitudes;  their  waters  are  conse- 
quently of  a  lower  temperature  during  February 
and  March,  and  so  few  early  fish  are  tempted  to 
try  their  cold  and  teeming  torrents  tiU  the  spring 
is  well  over ;  hence  they  are  known  as  late  run 
rivers,  and  are  consequently  more  esteemed  for 
their  summer  and  autumn  migrations  than  for  the 
earlier  months  of  the  season. 

Dam  dykes,  cruives,  and  such  like,  are  again 
another  consideration  in  selecting  early  spring 
quarters.  It  often  happens  at  the  commencement 
of  the  season  that  heavy  hauls  of  fish  are  got  on 
such  streams,  whereas  on  such  rivers  as  the  Dee, 
where  there  is  no  artificial  obstruction,  the 
opening  results  are  quite  the  reverse,  The  fact  is 
that  the  produce  of  the  entire  spring  migration 
congregate  in  the  pools  below  where  there  are 
such  dykes,  and  fall  an  entire  prey  to  the  sweep 
of  the  first  few  hours  of  the  working  of  the  fatal 
net,  not  a  fish  escaping,  however  open  the  season 
may  be,  unless  these  dykes  are  all  the  more 
covered  with  occasional  or  successive  floods,  when 
a  few  may  then  get  away.  Where  there  are 
obstructions  in  the  shape  of  dam  dykes  and 
cruives,  and  a  season  of  small  open  waters,  the 
early  spring  angler  will  be  well  advised  in  giving 
such  quarters  a  wide  berth,  unless  he.  means  to 
court  disappointment,  and  so  learn  the  lesson  by 
bitter  experience,  as  many  to  their  cost  do.  On 
the  other  hand,  where  there  are  few  or  scarcely 
any  serious  obstructions,  and  when  the  season  has 
been  a  fairly  open  one,  fish  may  be  looked  for, 
and  sport  found  quite  plentifully,  even  on  rivers 
and  streams  not  usually  offered  as  tempting 
quarters  for  the  early  spring  angler ;  and,  what  is 
still  more  satisfactory,  the  rents  of  these 
occasional  early  spring  waters  will  be  all  the 
more  acceptable  when  compared  with  the  long 
sums  easily  obtained  for  a  rod  for  a  month  or 
two  on  such  streams  as  the  Dee,  the  Tay,  or 
the  Ness. 

I  am  not  inclined  to  condemn  the  taking  of 
angling  quarters  through  respectable  agencies. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  we  consider  the  very 
wide  range  of  these  waters,  and  nature  of  the 
information  available  even  to  the  best  informed 
managers  not  on  the  spot,  the  wonder  to  oui-  mind 
is  that  there  are  so  few  heartburnings  crop  up  in 
the  course  of  successive  seasons  under  this  very 
imperfect  yet  necessary  system.  That  these 
agencies  on  the  whole  do  their  part  of  the  work 
fairly  we'l  we  have  had  ample  means  of 
judging  during  a  long  period  of  years.  On  the 
whole,  they  are  fairly  well  served.  I  have  seen 
keepers  fill  up  papers,  and  when  boldly  chal- 
lenging their  effrontery  and  downright  falsehoods, 
have  been  met  with  the  "floorer":  "Well, 
I  must  do  as  I'm  told,  or  some  other  feUow 
will  be  found  who  wiU  fill  my  shoes,"  and 
we  knew  only  too  well  that  there  would  soon 
be  found  to  be  little  use  for  a  keeper  where  there 
was  no  rents  coming  from  his  preserves.  Where 
the  local  iniormation  is  to  the  point,  and  plainly 
represents  the  state  of  matters  as  it  should  be  at 
the  time  of  letting,  and  gives  a  fair  average  of 
the  past  few  years'  returns  or  so  as  an  index 
to  the  amount  of  sport  which  may  be  anticipated 
or  reasonably  expected,  then  there  can  be  little 
cause  for  any  heartburning,  but  what  every  angler 
must  be  prepared  at  all  times  to  face.    I  have 


Pebrtjart  12,  1898] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


111 


seen  the  scheduled  descriptions  of  waters  again 
and  again  in  the  hands  of  disappointed  anglers, 
angry  at  being  taken  in,  as  they  supposed  them- 
selves rightly  to  be,  after  paying  long  prices  for 
their  fishings,  and  we  could  not  but  admit  that 
these  "  copies  "  were  fair  enough  schedules  of  the 
particulars  usually  asked  and  given  by  agents  in 
the  letting  of  the  waters  in  question,  although 
they  did  not  answer  for  the  nonce.  For  three 
years  in  succession  a  gentleman  rented  a  fishery 
on  one  of  the  best  parts  of  the  Dee  during  the 
first  two  months  of  the  season,  and  his  total 
basket  at  the  end  of  his  three  years'  lease  was  only 


only  on  that  particular  reach,  but  on  all  the  other 
reaches  for  miles  above  and  below,  which  we  had 
been  compiling  in  connection  with  temperature 
readings  and  other  observations  we  were  then 
making.  From  our  disinterested  position  we  were 
able  to  assure  him  that  he  had  not  been  misled, 
but  had  been  unfortunate  in  having  a  run  of  bad 
luck  during  all  his  tenancy,  which  was  quite 
accounted  for  in  the  low  state  of  the  river  for  some 
five  years  in  succession  during  the  two  opening 
months  of  each  season,  when  the  fish  were  either 
delayed  tiU  the  April  floods  came  or  had  gone 
right  through  to  the  upper  waters.  G.  M. 


and  42). — The  ruff  of  this  bird  provides  a  good 
dark  dun  hackle,  valuable  for  Iron  Blue  Duns 
(inter  alia).  Another  good  dark  hackle  may  be 
had  from  the  shoulder  knot,  and  another  from  the 
neck.  Some  author  (Wade  P)  wings  a  Watchett  or 
Iron  Blue  Dun  from  the  primary  feathers.  A 
very  common  bird.  No  difi&culty  about  obtaining 
him  for  any  dweller  in  the  country. 

**  Jay  (Jay  Pie,  Jay  Piet)  (Figs.  43  to  46).— The 
wing  feathers,  primary  and  secondary,  of  this 
handsome  bird  make  a  lovely  sftries  of  wings,  from 
palest  to  darkest  blue  (Figs.  43  and  44).  They  are 
fine  and  brilliant  in  texture  and  colour,  and  work 


Jackdaw's  Rufk. 


Jay. 


FigF.  11  and  42, 


Jay. 


Fig.  45. 


Jl'nglecock. 


Fig.  46. 

JUNGLECOCK. 


Fig.  45 — Primary. 


Fig.  41.  — Secondary. 


Fig.  47. 


Fig.  48. 


Fig.  49. 


V\s.  oU. 


fourteen  fish,  eight  of  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  the 
keeper.  Yet  this  water  was  described,  and  quite 
truthfully  so,  as  yielding  an  average  of  between 
forty  and  sixty  fish  for  the  first  two  months  of  the 
season.  Putting  his  finger  on  that  one  item  in 
the  schedule  of  particulars,  he  asked  us  in  a 
friendly  way  if  that  was  correct,  and  was 
astonished  when  we  told  him  it  was  within  our 
knowledge  that  it  was  quite  within  the  mark, 
for  we  had  known  of  eighty  fish  being  got  on  it 
during  one  season,  and  many  a  time  fifty  and 
sixty.  He  seemed  doubtful  till  we  showed  him 
our  independent  records  of  all  the  fish  killed,  not 


THE  FLY  DRESSER^S  BIRDS 
(WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS)  .t 

{Cmtinued  from  page  94.) 


By  G.  E.  M.  S. 
Jack. — See  Jackdaw. 
Jackbied.— See  Fieldfare. 
*  Jackdaw  (Daw,  Kae,  and  Jack)  (Figs.  41 


t  The  single  asterisk  points  out  what  the  author  thinks 
necessary  for  a  good  dl-round  modern  colleotioa ;  the 
double  asterisk  those  which  no  fly  dresser  should  be 
without. 


up  weU.  The  dun  part  of  the  brilliant  mottled 
blue  feather  from  the  wing  is  a  good  substi- 
tute  for  bullfinch  wing  feather  in  the  Fog  Black 
(Fig.  45).  The  ruddy,  soft  hackle  on  the 
shoulder  and  under  the  wing  is  said  to  make 
an  excellent  spider  pattern  of  the  Red  Spinner 
(Fig.  46).  Frequently  to  be  seen  hanging  in 
Leadenhall  Market.  Gamekeepers  are  fond  of 
destroying  it.  They  may  be  induced  to  keep 
specimens  for  one  for  a  trifling  consideration. 

Jay  Pie  or  Jay  Piet.— See  Jay. 

*  JuNGLECocK  (Figs.  47  to  50).— The  jungle- 
cock,  dear  to  salmon  fly  dressers,  the  bird  whose 
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hackles  are  flecked  with  little  spots  of  enamel 
(Fig.  47),  has  some  feathers  just  below  the  hackle 
(Fig.  48)  which  are  said  to  be  useful  for  bumbles 

There  is  another  junglecock,  however,  with  an 
appearance  very  much  like  the  common  red 
game  cock.  Its  hackles  are  the  beau  ideal 
what  a  cock's  hackle  should  be,  long,  fine, 
brilliant,  and  exquisite  alike  in  shape,  texture 
and  colour  (Fig.  49).  The  hackles  of  the  hen  bird 
are  also  both  beautiful  and  useful  (Fig.  50) 
Obtainable  through  the  dealers  only. 

JuDcocK. — See  Moorhen. 

Kae. — See  Jackdaw. 

Kingfisher.  —  Theakston  gives  the    "  blue 
feather  "  (whatever  that  may  mean)  of  this  bir 
as  the  hackle  of  his   "  Heron    Spinner,"  a 
alternative  to  a  blue  titmouse.    This  is  the  sole 
authority  for  introducing  this  bird  in  this  list. 

Kite  (Gled,  Puttock).— This  bird  is  now 
rare  one,  practically  unobtainable.  Its  feather 
are  prized  by  the  salmon  fly  dresser  rather  than 
by  the  trout  fisherman.  But  some  of  the  books 
give  the  wing  feathers  for  winging  dun  flies ;  "  the 
Driffield  Angler  "  gives  a  Dun  Cut  with  a  wing  of 
"  dun  from  kite's  wing,"  also  a  Stonefly  winged 
with  kite. 

(To  be  continued.) 


EXTRACTS  FROM  RED-LETTER 
DAYS,  AND  OTHER  TOPICS  * 


(Continued  from  page  97.^ 
After  the  second  week  in  April  the  days  grew 
warmer  and  brighter,  and  dui-ing  my  many  early 
morning  visits  to  the  weir,  I  spotted  a  fish  which 
was  tried  for  in  vain  by  several  other  anglers  as 
well  as  myself.    Reports  came  to  hand  of  the 
capture  of  two  or  three  fish,  but  Hedger,  the  local 
professional,  always  said,  "That  ain't  the  one,  sir; 
he  hain't  caught  yet."    One  Saturday  my  time 
was  so  fully  occupied  that  I  did  not  reach  the 
weir  until  half-past  four.     A  cutting  north- 
easterly wind  was  blowing  at  the  time,  and 
Hedger  expressed  an  opinion,  in  an  off-handed 
sort  of  way,  that  it  was  hardly  worth  our  while 
making  a  start,  as  two  other  anglers  had  been  all 
day  on  the  weir.    I,  however,  decided  to  have  a 
try  before  dark,  and  set  up  a  rod  with  Nottingham 
tackle  and  live  bait,  my  attendant  meanwhile 
preparing  the  spinning  tackle.    The  wind  was  so 
cold  I  could  hardly  feel  the  rod,  much  less  enjoy 
the  position  I  had  taken  up.    Suddenly  a  shadow 
seemed  to  cross  the  white  foaming  water  in  the 
run,  just  below  the  point  of  my  rod.    It  was  a 
very  faint  apparition,  and  I  might  have  been 
mistaken,  yet  my  line  was  immediately  reeled  in, 
and  the  bait  brought  up  to  the  concrete  blocks, 
and  sent  sailing  down  once  again.    I  then  gently 
turned  the  point  of  my  rod  over,  and  nursed  the 
bait  for  a  few  seconds  in  the  black  water  between 
the  streams.    A  break  in  the  small  eddy,  a  gleam 
of  silver,  and  away  went  a  fish  down  the  run  and 
over  the  weir  hill,  the  reel  meanwhile  screeching 
merrily.    There  was  a  good  head  of  water  on,  and 
75yds.  of  line  were  carried  out  without  a  check 
before  my  quarry  showed  up  as  he  leapt  high 
in  the  air.    Hedger  was  at  my  elbow  in  a  few 
seconds,  screaming,  above  the  roar  of  the  weir, 
"  Hold  on  to  him,  sir ;  you've  got  him  this  time  ; 
bring  him  round  to  the  eddy;"  and  he  dis- 
appeared down  the  wall  in  quest  of  his  landing 
net.    A  few  minutes  after  it  was  quietly  slipped 
under  the  fish,  which  I  had  brought  up  into  the 
slack  water  after  one  or  two  splendid  bursts,  in 
which  he  ran  out  some  30yds.  to  40yds.  of  line. 
But  the  cm-rent  was  too  much  for  him,  and  a 
few  seconds  after  Hedger  had  got  him  on  terra 
firma,  and  I  was  bending  over  my  first  decent 
Thames  trout.    Time,  from  hooking  to  landing, 
seven  minutes.    Cold  wind  and  rough  weather 
were  soon  forgotten.    Less  than  half  an  hour 
after  I  had  stepped  out  of  the  train  at  Hampton 
Court  station  the  fish  had  been  weighed  at  the 
Carnarvon  Castle.    He  was  found  to  draw  the 
beam  at  71b.  2oz.    We  had  also,  in  those  thirty 
minutes,  found  time  to  wet  him  in  the  orthodox 
fashion,  put  him  into  a  basket,  and  despatch  him 
to  Kingston-on-Thames.    This  grand  and  well- 
shaped  fish  now  adorns  the  wall  of  my  den.  I 
often  look  at  him,  and  think  of  those  few  minutes 
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of  excitement  and  flurry  which  were  the  sequel 
to  goodness  knows  how  many  hours,  nay,  days,  of 
patient  angling. 

Referring  to  chub  fishing,  which  I  think  is  one 
of  the  most  attractive  pastimes  on  the  Thames, 
there  is  such  a  variety  of  baits  used  that  to 
enumerate  them  and  explain  how  and  where  they 
should  be  used  to  advantage  would  take  up  too 
much  time.  Rough  and  wintry  weather  is  the 
only  time  when  chub  may  not  be  caught  in  the 
Thames. 

The  backwater  at  Sunbury  is,  or  was,  one  of  the 
reaches  best  adapted  for  a  chubbing  morning  in 
early  autumn,  or  for  a  day's  roving  later  on  in 
the  season.  Lower  down  the  river  we  reach 
Thames  Ditton. 

At  Thames  Ditton,  Leonard's  Eyot,  unless 
things  have  much  altered  since  I  was  there,  is  the 
best  chubbing  ground  in  the  reach.  Under  the 
willow  bush  half-way  down  the  island  my  catches 
have  been  of  the  best.  But  here,  again,  the 
"  demon "  launch  has  played  sad  havoc  with  the 
banks,  and  chances  of  sport  are  much  reduced 
thi-ough  frequent  disturbances  caused  by  launches 
and  tug  boats. 

One  autumn  in  particular  my  sport  was  above 
the  average,  and  in  the  com-se  of  a  week  I  took 
from  one  bough  eleven  chub,  of  an  aggregate 
weight  of  331b. ;  two  barbel,  respectively  7ilb. 
and  5ilb.;  and  a  perch  of  Iflb.  All  were  killed 
on  shrimp,  with  the  finest  tackle,  the  rod  being  a 
common  Japanese  cane,  for  which  I  had  paid  the 
handsome  sum  of  sixpence.  Fitted  with  upright 
rings  and  a  short  greenheart  top,  the  joints 
strengthened  with  stout,  well  waxed,  and  var- 
nished silk,  this  very  light  rod  did  excellent  work 
Some  years  later,  on  this  rod,  Jack  Johnson,  of 
Kingston,  while  paternostering  for  perch  in  the 
bridge  eddy  at  Hampton  Wick,  hooked  and 
landed  a  trout  of  101b.,  which,  being  out  of 
season,  was  put  back.  Rather  a  frail  tool  for 
such  a  performance,  but  it  was  in  the  hands  of  a 
good  workman. 

Chub  run  to  a  very  fair  size  in  the  Thames,  but 
anything  over  51b.  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  very 
large  specimen.  My  largest  chub,  41b.  14oz.,  was 
an  ugly,  half-starved  fish,  which  ceriainly  should 
have  weighed  71b. 

A  most  artistic  method  of  trouting  is  "  Clear 
waterworm  upstream  fishing."  So  much  art  is 
there  in  it,  that  I  am  unable  to  master  this  special 
branch  of  angling,  and  have  still  to  learn  how  to 
do  the  thing  properly.  I  am,  however,  fairly 
successful  in  worm  fishing  a  stream  when  dead 
low  and  clear  as  crystal,  and  often  use  a  nice 
scoured  brandling  or  small  lob,  occasionally  re 
placing  the  worm  tackle  by  a  minnow,  artificial 
or  natural ;  and  the  proper  tackle  to  use  in,  say, 
a  Welsh,  Derbyshire,  or  Cheshire  streamlet,  such 
as  many  of  you  know,  I  have  described  as  follows, 
using  a  stiff  fly  rod  or  light  cane  rod : 

The  line  should  be  of  well  dressed,  fine  silk, 
plaited,  unless  drifting  a  fly,  when,  of  course,  the 
undressed  line  is  best.    The  trace  for  minnow  or 
worm  fishing  should  be  undrawn  fine  gut,  about 
4ft.  in  length,  with  a  couple  of  swivels  thereon, 
and  when  it  is  found  necessary  to  weight  it  the 
fine  lead  wire  is  best  adapted  to  the  pm-pose,  and 
should  be  coiled  on  above  the  lower  swivel. 
Natural  minnow,  small  gudgeon,  and  stone  loaches 
are  best  bait,  and  next  a  well  made  Devon  minnow, 
mounted  with    split-ring  flight.     None  equal 
Prickman's  "  Totnes  "  or  "  Angel "  spinner.  Up- 
stream fishing  is  out  of  the  question,  and  across 
scarcely  practicable,  therefore  the  bait  must  be 
cast  downwards  and  nursed  carefully  in  the  runs 
between  the  weeds  and  right  under  the  banks, 
bringing  it  slowly  upstream  by  short  draws, 
searching  all  holes  under  bushes  and  old  roots. 
Here    comes    in   the    "  skill "    of  '  the  brook 
angler,  and  the  beginner    is    very  likely  at 
first  to  find  few  fish,  and  may  even  go  home 
minus  his  minnows.    But  after  practice  and 
acquiring  knowledge  of  his  water,  and  the  sheer 
of  the  stream,  he  becomes  acquainted  with  the 
natural  geography  of  banks,  pools,  and  holes, 
and  will  find  trout  where  he  least  expects  them 
to  be  ;  and  every  nook  and  corner  wiU  be  so 
well  known  to  him,  that  if  he  does  get  a  bait 
foul  he  will  usually,  by  the  exercise  of  a  little 
care  and  much  patience,  recover  it  without  a 
breakage.    Then  no  stone,  stump,  or  inch  of 
water  must  be  left  unsearched,  as  a  trout  may 
be  anywhere,  especially  when  on  the  outlook 
for  food. 


To  quote  an  old  rhyme,  there  may  be  one : 
"    ....    or  there's  none  ; 
If  there  is  one,  try  and  find  it  ; 
If  there  is  none,  never  mind  it," 
and  go  to  the  next  stump  or  run. 

In  the  same  way,  when  using  a  worm,  di'op 
it  in ;  but  at  the  head  of  each  little  run  or 
opening  between  the  weeds,  however  small  the 
space  may  be,  and  when  and  where  least  expected, 
the  best  fis  1 1  will  be  hooked. 

Whaley  Bridge  and  Tods  Brook  are  well  known. 
I  resided  in  that  district  some  years  back,  and 
have  had  some  very  good  takes  of  trout  from  the 
brook.  The  difficulty  was  to  know  when  to  be 
there.  Sometimes  a  walk  over  would  result  in 
finding  no  water  in  the  brook,  or  half  a  dozen 
anglers  trying  their  luck  with  most  impossible 
tackle.  They  would  get  "  ne'er  a  bite,"  but  would 
have  disturbed  the  water  to  such  an  extent  that 
angling  with  any  chance  of  sport  was  out  of  the 
question.  But  I  had  a  friend  living  on  the  spot, 
and  he  kindly  sent  me  word  when  the  water  was 
fit  and  the  coast  fairly  clear. 

One  Sunday  evening  this  fellow  walked  over 
and  brought  word  that  the  "  daddy  jumps  were 
out "  (May  Fly).    His  advice  was  to  come  early, 
to  reach  the  brook  before  six  o'clock,  as  he  said 
the  fish  were  rising  freely  that  morning  from  five 
to  eight.   Although  this  seemed  rather  early,  his 
instructions  were  followed,  and  next  day,  shortly 
before  the  clock  struck  six,  I  had  walked  my  three 
miles,  rigged  up  my  tackle,  and  inspected  the 
stream,  which  I  found  dead  low — not  above  6 in. 
deep — and,  as  the  weir  had  been  drawn,  no  likeli- 
hood of  the  water  backing  up.    Moreover,  the 
brightness  of  the  sunshine  and  gin  clearness 
of   the    stream    were   far   from  encouraging. 
Every  5yds.   or  6yds.  a  fish  would  be  seen 
to  rise,  but  only  a  dimple  marked  the  spot. 
As  to  putting  a  fly  over  a  rising  trout,  this  was 
out  of  the  question,  for  no  sooner  had  the  cast 
alighted  on  the  water  than  a  disturbance  took 
place  which  seemed  to  spread  at  a  fabulous  rate 
as  a  fish  in  scuttling  off  started  another,  and  so 
on.    After  trying  casting  up,  then  down  stream, 
large  and  small  ai-tificials,  winged,  hackle,  wet  and 
dry,  I  only  basketed  one  small  fish  of  a  :flb. ;  and 
so  little  time  had  he  wasted  in  feeding  on  the 
swarms  of  May  Fly  drifting  over  him,  that  on 
coming  oiit  of  the  landing  net  he  looked  more 
like  a  tadpole  than  a  trout.    He  had  gorged  to 
such  an  extent  that  from  vent  to  gills  he  was  full 
as  an  egg,  and  not  iinlike  it  in  shape,  and  being 
of  the  dark  colour  trout  generally  are  when  living 
in  moorland  streams,  the  waters  of  which  run 
over  peaty  soil,  he  did  not  look  very  elegant.  By 
nine  o'clock,  sport  being  so  poor  and  the  sun  very 
hot,  I  packed  up,  intending  to  return  towards 
evening,  as  in  the  dusk  it  might  probably  be 
possible  to  circumvent  some  of  the  better  fish. 
After  an  early  lunch,  my  wife  proposed  that  we 
should  take  a  walk,  and  decided  on  going  with 
me  as  far  as  the  "  Fisherman's  Hut,"  or  "Risl," 
have  tea  later  on  in  the  wood,  and  then  g.ither 
ferns  and  flowers  while  I  again  tried  my  luck. 
On  reaching  Whaley  Bridge  we  were  overtaken 
by  a  sudden  and  smart  thunderstorm,  which  in  a 
very  few  minutes  flooded  the  roads.    We  had  to 
take  refuge  in  the  railway  station  until  the  storm 
abated,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  "  Hut."  The 
heat  after  the  rain  was  intense,  and  the  gnats  or 
midges  under  the  trees  most  troublesome. 

The  stream  had  now  suddenly  risen  some  12in., 
and  was  coming  down  thick,  the  result  of  a 
little  more  than  an  hour's  heavy  rain.  No  use 
trying  fly.-  Minnow  would  have  been  the  right 
bait,  but  alas !  the  necessary  tackle  was  at  home. 
Nothing  for  it  but  to  have  recourse  to  the  worm. 
Not  that  nice,  clean,  fancy  fishing — clear  water 
worming — but  the  much  run  down  and  deadly 
vulgar  "worming  on  the  flood."  Strippiug 
feathers  and  body  off  a  couple  of  eyed  May 
Flies,  I  soon  had  the  necessary  tackle,  being 
always  provided  with  a  little  lead  wire,  which 
takes  up  but  a  small  space  in  the  fly  book,  and  in 
a  case  of  emergency  is  very  useful.  A  manure 
heap  was  discovered ;  an  old  fork  with  but  one 
prong  left,  and  a  broken  flower  pot  was  hunted 
up,  and  by  dint  of  digging  and  further  damaging 
the  already  lame  fork,  I  secured  a  dozen  and  a 
half  of  wrigglers  of  various  sizes  and  breeds. 
Hurrying  to  the  waterside,  I  began  operations  at 
the  top  limit  of  the  brook,  fishing  close  into  the 
bank.  The  stream  ran  wildly,  and  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  sink  the  worm,  yet  by  and  bye  a 
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welcome  tug  proclaimed  a  fish  at  home,  and, 
responding  quickly  to  the  knock,  I  grassed  a  good 
^-pounder.  In  quick  succession  two  more  were 
added  to  the  score.  The  sun  was  fearfully  hot, 
and  the  midges  punished  me  as  much  as  real 
Eastern  mosquitoes.  The  gnats  in  the  Goyt 
Valley  seem  to  be  all  of  one  breed,  and  that  the 
worst. 

But  to  return  to  our  fish.  In  less  than  haK  an 
hour  I  had  landed  five  decent  fish,  lost  two  hooks, 
and  sprung  the  top  joint  of  my  rod.  By  some 
oversight  I  had  omitted  to  bring  the  usual  small 
tin  box  containing  wax  and  silk,  so  had  to  remedy 
the  evil  by  shortening  the  joint  by  about  18in., 
and  in  the  best  way  I  could  cobble  on  the  top  ring. 
Over  an  horn-  was  lost  by  this  mishap,  the  hunting 
for  a  few  worms,  and  plucking  my  two  last  May 
Flies  for  the  sake  of  the  hooks.  Then  to  work 
again,  and  no  less  than  three  more  fish,  none 
under  fib.,  were  landed,  but  at  the  cost  of  another 
hook.  Up  to  6  p.m.  four  brace  were  landed,  the 
fish  increasing  in  size,  and  the  best  time  of  the 
day  yet  to  come.  I  remember  also  that  there  was 
only  one  solitary  hook  left  as  I  strolled  up  the 
bank  to  the  top  end  once  more,  and  selected  the 
most  likely-looking  spots  for  a  decent  fish.  Here 
and  there  a  break  in  the  bank  created  a  nice  eddy, 
or  back- wash.  Under  a  willow  bush,  in  one  of 
these,  I  hooked  a  fellow  who  led  me  a  fine  dance, 
as,  not  daring  to  trust  to  the  weakened  gut,  I  had 
to  follow  him  downstream,  until  he  roUed  into  the 
net — a  nice  fish  of  lib,  a  rather  unusual  size  for 
this  rivulet.  Then  four  fish  were  hooked  in  as 
many  minutes,  and,  after  a  short  but  sharp 
struggle,  got  off  scot  free.  On  nearing  the  foot- 
bridge by  the  "  Hut,"  another  victim  was 
banked,  the  best  of  the  day  ;  slightly  heavier 
than  the  last.  On  examining  my  tackle  the 
outlook  was  anything  but  promising,  and  I 
found  the  point  of  hook  blunted,  thus  accounting 
for  the  loss  of  so  many  fish,  and  some  lengths  of 
gut  nearly  frayed  through.  Removing  two  of 
these,  I  fished  on  as  far  down  as  the  weir.  Here 
I  hooked  a  lively  customer,  which,  on  feeling  the 
cold  steel,  threw  himself  clean  out  of  the  water 
on  to  the  grass,  and  tumbled  back  before  I  coiald 
lay  hands  on  him.  Then  followed  a  real  scrimmage, 
for  in  rolling  back  into  his  native  element  he 
fouled  the  line  under  the  bank.  Eventually  he 
was  scooped  out,  but  the  hook  was  nowhere  to  be 
found,  presumably  having  been  broken  out  as  I 
scraped  the  net  along  the  stone  embankment  in 
my  endeavours  to  secure  the  fish.  Thus,  without 
tackle  to  go  on  with,  I  was  compelled  to  give  up 
sport,  but  felt  quite  satisfied  that  this  had  been 
one  of  the  best  afternoon's  fishing  I  ever  had  up 
to  then  enjoyed  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
even  now  I  look  upon  it  as  probably  the  best,  for 
I  had  the  stream  all  to  myself,  and  being  totally 
unexpected,  it  was  all  the  more  pleasant. 
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The  luchard  rises  in  Lochs  Gai-bet-beg  and 
Gai-bet-more,  and  falls  into  the  sea  of  Loch 
Inchard.  There  are  rather  less  than  two  miles  of 
it,  and  there  are  few  resting-places  for  fish,  which 
push  on  to  the  above-named  lochs.  The  Inchard 
can  generally  be  fished  by  application  to  the  hotel 
keeper  at  Rhiconich  (see  Loch  Garbet-beg).  July 
and  August  are  best  for  salmon,  and  June,  July, 
and  August  for  trouting.  Trout  run  about  two  to 
a  pound,  but  bigger  ones  are  got.  Rhiconich  Inn, 
quite  near  the  foot  of  the  river,  is  the  best  place 
to  reside  at.  Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the 
Durness  mail  car,  to  Rhiconich,  forty-two  miles. 


The  Inver  flows  out  of  Loch  Assynt,  and,  after 
a  run  of  some  six  mUes,  falls  into  the  sea  at  Loch 
Inver.  It  is  all  let  with  shootings.  The  river 
contains  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout,  and  river  trout, 
and  in  favourable  seasons  yields  fair  sport.  Some 
of  the  pools  are  easily  fished — others  are  rocky 
and  narrow,  and  require  skilful  casting.  Though 
a  late  river,  clean  run  salmon  are  taken  as  early 
as  March  14,  but  the  river  is  seldom  fished 
regularly  till  May.  If  the  season  be  wet,  June, 
July,  and  August  are  the  best  months,  but  sport 
can  be  got  up  to  the  end  of  October.  Grilse 
begin  to  run  about  June  15.  The  trout  are  not 
very  numerous,  but  some  of  them  are  heavy. 
They  may  be  said  to  average  thi-ee  to  a  pound. 
In  1869  a  Salmo  ferox  was  killed  in  one  of  the 
pools  of  the  river  with  salmon  fly.  It  weighed 
271b.,  and  was  set  up  by  Mr.  Anderson,  of 
Dunkeld.  Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by 
daily  mail  coach  to  Loch  Inver,  forty-eight  miles. 
Loch  Inver  can  also  be  vei-y  pleasantly  reached 
by  Mr.  D.  MacBrayne's  steamers  from  Glasgow 
weekly  during  summer.  They  land  passengers  at 
the  hotel. 

The  Kearvaig  rises  in  the  hiUs  above  Kearvaig 
Bay,  near  Cape  Wrath,  and  falls  into  the  sea 
after  a  run  of  six  miles,  receiving  a  number  of 
hill  burns  in  its  course.  It  is  chiefly  a  spawning 
river,  but  yields  sometimes  fair  sport.  For  leave 
to  fish  it,  application  may  be  made  to  Mr.  Maclver, 
Scourie.  Accommodation  at  Durine  Inn,  ten 
miles  off — lovely  scenery.  Cape  Wrath  and  Light- 
house near.  Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence 
hire,  or  by  Durness  mail  car,  to  Durine  Inn,  about 
fifty-six  miles ;  thence  hire  about  ten  miles. 

The  Eildonau. — See  the  Helmsdale. 

The  Kiuloch  flows  out  of  Loch  Derry,  and 
falls,  after  a  run  of  three  miles,  into  the  Kyle  of 
Tongue.  It  contains  sea  trout  and  grilse,  and 
J uly  and  August  are  the  best  for  the  latter  (if  the 
river  be  in  flood),  and  June,  July,  and  August  for 
trouting.  The  trout  average  21b.,  and  good  sport 
is  often  got.  The  fishing  is  let,  and  therefore 
not  open  to  the  public.  Tongue  Hotel  is  not  far 
distant.  The  scenery  is  very  fine,  and  the  burial 
place  of  the  Lords  of  Reay  and  the  Clan  Mackay 
is  in  the  church  at  hand.  Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to 
Oct.  30.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire, 
or  by  mail  car,  to  Tongue,  about  forty  miles. 

The  Kirkaig  flows  out  of  Lochs  Veyatie  and 
Fewin,  and  falls  into  the  sea  at  Inver  Kirkaig. 
It  is  let  with  Culag  and  Loch  Inver  Hotels,  and 
can  be  fished  at  a  charge  of  12s.  6d.  a  day.  There 
is  a  fall  60ft.  high  about  three  miles  from  the  sea, 
barring  the  upward  run  of  salmon.  In  this  three 
miles  of  water  there  are  twenty-one  excellent 
pools,  all  named,  and  yielding  excellent  sport. 
The  Fall  Pool  holds  large  fish,  and  one  of  381b. 
was  caught  in  October,  1873.  To  follow  such  a 
fish  out  of  the  pool  requires  knowledge  of  the 
ground  and  good  nerve.  Rough  stormy  days 
with  high  floods  are  best  for  the  Kirkaig,  which 
sometimes  yields  from  two  to  four  salmon  in  a 
day  to  a  single  rod,  but  much  fewer  than  that  is 
reckoned  a  good  take.  Sea  trout  rarely  take 
either  fly  or  bait.  The  river  is  a  late  one,  and  the 
small  out  of  the  way  casts  often  yield  well  at  the 
end  of  the  season.  Grilse  begin  to  run  about 
June  15,  and  the  best  months  for  salmon  are 
July,  August,  and  September.  Rod  season,  Feb.  11 
to  Oct.  31.  Culag  Hotel  is  about  four  miles  from 
the  Kirkaig.  Route :  Same  as  the  Inver,  which 
see. 

The  Laxford  flows  out  of  Lochs  More  and 
Stack,  and  falls  into  the  sea  at  Loch  Laxford.  It 
belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  and  is  the 
second  best  salmon  river  in  Sutherland  during 
J une,  July,  and  August.  It  is  only  three  miles 
long,  but  it  contains  a  dozen  of  splendid  casts, 
and  it  is  far  superior  to  all  other  rivers  in  the 
county  for  the  number  and  quality  of  its  sea 
trout.  It  is  let  with  the  deer  forest  to  the  Duke 
of  Westminster ;  so  that  it  cannot  be  fished  by 
the  public.  The  average  weight  of  salmon  on  the 
Laxford  is  121b. ;  of  grilse,  51b. ;  and  of  trout,  lib. 
Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  Rhiconich  Inn, 
five  miles  off,  is  the  most  convenient  place  to 
reside  at.  The  scenery  hereabout  is  very  wild. 
Off  the  coast  at  Scourie,  the  Island  of  Handa  is  a 
striking  object,  and  well  worth  seeing.  Its  cliffs 
are  on  the  most  gigantic  scale,  and  show  some  of 
the  grandest  rock  scenery  in  Scotland.  Handa  is 
not  now  inhabited,  save  by  sheei)  goats  and 
the  countless  myriads  of  sea  birds  which  whiten 


its  cliffs.  When  the  island  was  inhabited  the 
oldest  woman  in  it  was  always  designated  the 
"  Queen  of  Handa."  All  along  this  coast  salmon 
are  caught  by  bag  nets  in  great  numbers,  which 
greatly  spoils  the  angling  on  the  rivers.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Lairg  ;  thence  hire,  or  by  mail  car,  to 
Rhiconich  Inn,  forty-two  miles ;  thence  about  five 
miles  to  the  river. 

The  Ledbeg. — See  the  Altnacealgach. 

The  Little,  or  Iioiste,  which  receives  the 
Tuarie  Burn,  is  a  small  spawning  river — tributary 
of  the  Helmsdale.  It  is  three  miles  long,  and 
contains  trout,  which  are  never  fished  for. 
Helmsdale  Inn  is  six  miles  off.  Route :  By  rail 
to  Helmsdale ;  thence  hire,  six  miles. 

The  Loanau  flows  out  of  Loch  Awe,  and,  after 
a  course  of  five  or  six  miles,  falls  into  Loch 
Assynt.  It  yields  a  few  grilse,  but  the  trouting 
is  not  great  except  in  floods.  It  can  be  fished  by 
residing  at  Inchnadamph  Inn  close  by ;  very  wild 
scenery.  Route:  By  rail  to  Lairg;  thence  hire, 
or  by  Loch  Inver  mail  cai",  to  Inchnadamph, 
thirty-three  miles. 

The  Maldie.— See  the  Alt-Maldie. 

The  Malert  rises  in  Loch  Corr,  and  falls  into 
the  river  Naver  after  a  ran  of  eight  miles.  It  is 
let  with  shootings,  and  therefore  preserved.  It 
contains  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout,  and  the  best 
months  are  July  and  August.  If  di-y  season  set 
in,  however,  no  month  is  good.  Route  :  Same  as 
for  the  Mudale  to  AJtnaharra,  twenty-two  miles ; 
thence  walk  to  the  river,  seven  miles. 

The  Mudale. — A  stream  which  rises  from 
several  hill  lochs,  and  falls  into  Loch  Naver,  after 
a  run  of  seven  miles.  It  contains  good  trout — 
some  up  to  21b.,  and  July  and  August  are  the  best 
months.  It  yields  fair  salmon  fishing,  but  is  let 
with  shootings.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence 
hire,  or  by  the  Tongue  mail  car,  to  Altnaharra. 
twenty-two  miles  ;  river  close  by. 

The  Naver  flows  out  of  Loch  Naver,  and.  aft-:i- 
a  course  of  twenty-four  miles,  falls  into  the  sea  at 
Naver  Bay.  It  is  the  largest  river  on  the  north 
or  west  coast  of  Sutherland.  Sport  may  be  got 
on  it  all  the  season  if  there  be  water.  In  earliness, 
indeed,  it  rivals  the  Thurso.  During  the  spring 
months  sport  is  very  superior  on  the  river.  For 
grilse,  June,  July,  and  August  are  best,  as  many 
as  twenty-five  grilse  having  been  taken  by  one  red 
in  a  day.  It  affords  as  good  angling  as  any  river 
of  equal  extent  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  The 
river  is  all  let,  and  therefore  preserved.  Anglers 
can  reside  at  Altnaharra  Hotel  or  BettyhiU  Inn — 
the  one  at  the  top  and  the  other  at  the  foot  of  the 
river.  The  latter  is,  perhaps,  the  more  suitable 
in  spring,  as  most  fish  are  then  in  the  lower  pools. 
Rod  season,  Jan.  11  to  Sept.  30.  Strath -IS  aver, 
which  is  twenty-five  miles  long,  is  extremely 
lovely,  the  natirral  birch  woods  adding  greatly  to 
its  beauty.  On  the  banks  of  the  river,  two  or 
three  miles  above  where  the  Skelpick  falls  in.  is  a 
small  loch  called  Loch  Manaer,  or  Mo-Naire, 
which  old  people  affirm  cures  all  sorts  of  sickness 
if  the  invalid  be  washed  in  it  before  sunrise  on 
May  1,  and  throw  in  some  money  I  Route :  By 
rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hii-e,  or  by  the  Tongue  mail 
car,  to  Altnaharra,  twenty-two  miles ;  thence  hire 
about  seven  miles  to  the  top  of  the  river.  Betty- 
hill  Inn  is  near  the  mouth  of  it,  and  is  over 
twenty  miles  from  Altnaharra. 

The  Oykel  flows  out  of  Loch  Ailsh,  and  falls 
into  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland.  It  belongs  to  Sir 
C.  H.  L.  A.  F.  Ross,  Bart.,  of  Balnagown,  and 
contains  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout.  For  the 
former,  March  and  April  are  best ;  for  grilse, 
July,  August,  and  September;  and  for  trout 
fishing,  June  and  July.  Trout  average  three  to  a 
pound.  By  residing  at  Oykel  Hotel,  and  paying 
about  £30  a  month,  one  side  of  the  river  can  be 
fished  for  about  seven  miles,  and  angling  got  on 
several  lochs  in  the  vicinity.  Salmon  fishing  is 
confined  to  seven  miles  of  the  river  from  the  Falls 
to  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  and  the  sport  is  often 
splendid.  As  many  as  sixteen  fish  have  been 
killed  in  one  day  by  a  single  rod,  but  the  usual 
run  of  sport  is  far  below  that.  The  scenery  of 
the  Oykel  is  pleasing,  and  among  the  points  of 
interest  are  Castle-na-Coir  and  Castle  Xacbar. 
Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  Route :  By  rail 
to  Lairg  ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the  Loch  Inver  mail 
car-,  to  Oykel  Hotel,  fifteen  miles. 

The  Folia  rises  from  a  few  hiU  burns,  and, 
after  a  run  of  some  two  miles,  falls  into  Loch 
Eriboll.  River  trout  are  pretty  numerous  in  it ; 
so  are  sea  trout,  some  of  them  weighing  41b.  each, 
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and  after  a  spate  grilse  are  also  sometimes  got. 
July,  August,  and  September  are  the  best 
months.  It  is  not  open  to  the  public,  being  let  to 
sportsmen.  Heulim  Inn  is  the  nearest  place  of 
entertainment,  and  it  is  ten  mUes  from  the  river. 
The  scenery  is  interesting  and  beautiful.  Rod 
season,  Jan.  11  to  Sept.  10.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the  Tongue  mail  car,  to 
AltnahaiTa,  twenty-two  miles;  thence  hire  to 
Heulim,  about  twenty-two  miles;  thence  hire 
about  ten  miles  to  the  river. 

The  Shin  rises  in  Loch  Shin,  and  falls  into 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  after  a  run  of  six  and  a 
half  miles  or  so.  It  is  an  early  river,  March, 
April,  and  May  being  the  best  months  for  salmon, 
and  June  and  July  for  grilse.  Its  trout  are 
small,  and  it  is  as  a  salmon  river  that  it  is  best 
known.  It  is  not  open  to  the  public,  but  is  let 
every  year  to  sportsmen  by  the  month.  From 
Loch  Shin  to  Gruid's  Mill  is  let  with  Lairg 
shooting;  from  Gruid's  Mill  to  Big  Fall,  and 
from  Big  Fall  to  the  sea,  is  let,  as  we  have  said, 
by  the  month  to  anglers.  The  river  belongs  to 
the  Duke  of  Sutherland.  The  scenery  on  the 
Shin  is  very  fine,  and  among  the  points  of 
interest  are  the  Falls  of  Shin  and  the  ruins  of  the 
Castle  of  Duffus.  The  best  place  to  live  at  is 
Lairg  Hotel,  or  Inveran  Hotel,  close  to  the  river. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Invershin ;  thence  a  mile  to 


indeed,  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
describe  the  rapidity  with  which  he  performs  his 
task.  When  the  net  is  complete  it  will  measure 
about  25ft.  in  length.  A  rope  made  of  cow's  hair 
is  then  passed  through  the  meshes  at  the  bottom. 
This  rope,  when  pulled,  brings  the  net  into  a 
purse-like  shape,  of  which  more  anon. 

Almost  every  fisherman  builds  his  own  boat, 
which  is  usually  about  18ft.  long.  It  is  of  very 
frail  construction,  shallow,  and  with  little  width 
of  keel ;  oars  ai-e  not  used  in  fishing  boats  of 
this  description.  They  are  propelled  by  an 
instrument  called  a  paddle,  which  somewhat 
resembles  a  malt  shovel,  but  narrower  in  the  blade. 

The  long  wished  for  day  has  come  at  last; 
the  tide  is  now  on  the  ebb,  and  the  men,  with 
their  cots,  nets,  &c.,  may  be  seen  on  the  river's 
banks  anxiously  waiting  to  try  their  luck. 
Occasionally  a  few  words  are  spoken,  such  as  : 
What  think  you  of  our  prospects  this  season  ? 
Have  the  late  floods  prevented  the  fish  from 
coming  up  the  river  ?  Has  last  week's  storm 
driven  them  back  to  the  sea,  &c.,  &c.  P 

Let  us  now  suppose  the  first  crew  is  on  the 
water;  it  consists  of  four  men  and  two  cots. 
The  boats  are  moving  slowly  down  the  river 
parallel  to  each  other,  with  the  net  between 
them.  A  man  is  sitting  in  the  stern  of  each 
boat  using  the  paddle,  whilst  his  mate  sits  in 


The  captured  salmon  are  always  sent  to  the 
market  the  day  after  they  are  taken.  Waterford 
is  the  usual  mart,  as  that  city  affords  greater 
facilities  for  the  transport  of  goods  to  England 
than  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  local  towns 
adjoining.  Every  day  a  number  of  women  may 
be  seen  sitting  on  the  railway  platform  waiting 
for  the  coming  train.  Hampers,  baskets,  and 
boxes  of  every  description  and  size  are  placed 
beside  them,  the  whole  forming  a  picture  at  once 
interesting  and  pretty.  As  a  rule  the  young 
women  look  smart  and  tidy,  whilst  the  elder  ones 
seem  to  regard  comfort  more  than  appearance. 
For  example,  there  is  a  stout  matron  of  fifty 
summers ;  she  is  enveloped  in  a  long  black  cloak 
with  a  hood  which  almost  conceals  her  whole  face. 
This  single  garment  destroys  the  whole  symmetry 
of  her  figure,  and  makes  her  look  somewhat  like  a 
huge  bundle  of  cloth.  Look,  now,  at  that  girl  of 
eighteen,  with  the  smart  elastic  boots  and  pretty 
plaid  shawl.  See  with  what  apparent  nonchalance 
the  white  kerchief  is  thrown  loosely  over  the  head, 
and  tied  quaintly,  nay,  even  coquettishly,  under 
the  chin.  A  thu  d  is  standing  beside  a  hamper 
made  of  twigs.  She  is  a  smart  businessUke 
woman,  wearing  a  short  tight-fitting  ulster,  strong, 
boots,  and  a  muslin  cap  fastened  tightly  on  the 
head  with  a  red  handkerchief.  See  with  what 
dexterity  she  uses  the  scissors  which  she  holds  in 


Inveran  Hotel,  close  to  which  the  Shin  flows  ;  or 
by  raU  to  Lairg — river  at  hand. 

The  Shiuery  rises  in  the  hiUs,  and  falls  into 
Loch  Sandwood.  Sea  trout  often  go  up  in  great 
numbers,  but  it  is  rarely  or  never  fished.  Route : 
Same  as  Loch  Sandwood,  which  see. 

{To  he  continued.) 


COT  FISHING  ON  THE  SUIR, 
IRELAND. 


Fishing  for  salmon  commences  in  the  Water- 
ford  district,  and,  indeed,  in  most  parts  of  Ireland, 
on  the  first  day  of  February  in  each  year,  the 
close  season  being  from  Aug.  15  to  Jan.  31.  A 
few  days  prior  to  the  latter  date  the  villages  in 
the  fishing  districts  present  a  very  animated,  nay, 
even  picturesque,  appearance.  The  men  are  now 
busily  employed  mending  their  gear,  or  putting 
their  little  cots  in  order  for  the  coming  day. 
Here  a  man  may  be  seen  sitting  on  a  wooden  log 
picking  oakum ;  there  a  man  tarring  or  caulking 
his  boat;  a  third  is  engaged  in  spinning  ropes; 
whilst  the  fingers  of  a  fourth  are  flying  with  such 
velocity  that  one  would  think  his  hands  were 
pieces  of  machinery.'and  worked  by  steam  power. 
He  ia  making  what  is  called  a  snap  net,  and, 


Cot  Fishing  on  the  Suir,  Ireland. 

the  bow  holding  the  rope  before  mentioned. 
The  latter  is  called  the  "man  on  the  net." 
When  the  first  crew  has  got  off  a  distance  of 
about  150yds.,  No.  2  will  then  put  out, 
and  follow  in  its  wake;  and  so  on,  until 
all  are  on  the  water.  Of  course,  the  crew 
which  is  first  at  the  river  takes  the  first  haul. 
Let  us  now  watch  the  first  crew  as  they  paddle 
down  the  river.  See,  they  have  met  with  a  fish. 
Each  man  is  now  pulling  smartly  on  the  rope 
which  he  holds  in  his  hand.  This  causes  the 
underpart  of  the  net  to  turn  up  and  form  into  a 
purse-like  shape,  as  before  mentioned ;  at  the 
same  time  the  boats  close  rapidly  together.  The 
net  is  then  raised  out  of  the  water  and  dropped 
into  one  of  the  boats.  The  man  on  the  net  then 
takes  a  short  stick,  which  is  always  to  be  found 
in  the  stern  of  each  cot.  With  this  the  fish 
receives  a  stroke  or  two  on  the  head  ;  the  net  is 
again  dropped  into  the  water  ;  the  boats  separate 
quickly  from  each  other,  when  the  work  goes  on 
as  before. 

During  the  fishing  season  the  men  are  on  the 
river  about  twelve  hours  out  of  every  twenty -four ; 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the 
j  hardship,  cold,  and  fatigue  which  they  endure 
during  the  long  frosty  or,  what  is  worse,  rainy 
nights  of  February  and  March. 


her  hand ;  the  back  fin  is  cut  from  ofE  one,  the 
gill  of  another  is  split,  whilst  a  third  is  clipped  on 
the  tail.  She  is  a  woman  who  is  entrusted  with 
the  sale  of  the  fish,  which  has  been  taken  by 
several  crews,  who  are  themselves  too  busy  to  go 
to  market ;  and  these  are  the  private  marks  which 
enable  her  to  see  at  a  glance  to  whom  each  fish 
belongs. 

On  the  whole  the  fisherman's  life  is  one  that 
need  not  be  envied.  The  small  sums  which  he 
receives,  when  compared  with  the  amonnt  of 
labour  which  he  gives,  and  the  hardships  which 
he  has  to  endure,  being  quite  inadequate  to 
recompense  him  for  his  trouble.  Tet  he  seems 
happy,  at  all  events  he  never  complains,  nor 
would  he  give  up  the  water  and  his  cot  even  for 
lighter  and  more  lucrative  employment.  McK. 


THE  "WOVEN   WIRE  PHANTOM. 
(PATENT.) 


Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  the  great  whole- 
sale fishing  rod  and  tackle  manufacturers  of 
Redditch,  have  sent  us  for  notice  a  new  spinning 
bait  (flexible)  called  the  "  Woven  Wire  Phantom," 
which  seems  to  us  to  be  one  of  the  most  useful 
novelties  in  baits  that  we  bare  seen  for  a  long 
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time.  To  an  ordinary  "Phantom  "  head  is  annealed 
a  hollow  woven  wire  body  shaped  like  a  cigar, 
and  painted  like  an  ordinary  phantom.  The 
advantages  claimed  by  Messrs.  Allcock  for  the 
bait  are : 

'•  ].  Durability,  being  made  of  woven  wire  it  is 
practically  indestructible. 

"  2.  The  side  hooks  are  attached  to  the  bait  by 
spears,  which  hold  them  securely  in  position  while 
spinning,  but  aUow  them  to  be  easily  detached 
from  bait  when  a  fish  is  hooked,  and  thus 
tacihtates  the  removal  of  the  hooks  from  the 
mouth  of  the  fish. 

"  3.  The  bait  may  be  curved  to  any  extent,  and 
by  inserting  the  spear  of  the  side  hooks  the  bait 
is  held  m  any  desired  curved  position,  and  thus 
spms  with  that  gyratory  '  wobble,'  which  is 
considered  such  an  advantage  in  a  spinning  bait." 

All  spinners  who  use  artificial  baits  should 
make  a  note  of  this  one. 
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A  NEW  YACHTING  MAGAZINE. 

A  GREAT  many  of  our  readers  are  keen  yachts- 
men and  amateur  sailors,  and  it  gives  us  much 
pleasure  to  inform  them  that  the  proprietors  of 
the  well  known  weekly  paper  the  Yachtsman 
(144,  btrand)  have  just  started  on  the  race  for 
the  "  Success  "  cup  No.  1  of  the  Yachting  Monthly 
Magazine,  which  is  already  in  a  second  edition, 
and  no  wonder,  for  it  is  worthy  the  splendid  sport 
it  represents. 

We  cordially  wish  this  admirably  trimmed  and 
profusely  yet  daintily  ornamented  literary  craft 
bon  voyage. 

No  yachtsman  who  can  afford  it  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  tt 


^^'ver  Reporters  tvho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fisnii^a 
trAZETTE,  St.  Bunstan's  House,  Fettsr-lan?,  London. 

Reports  MUST  arrive  not  later  ttan  SIX 
o'clock  post  on  Thursday  Evening. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

Jo  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
followmg  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
giren  below. 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  too  min.  for  Kew. 

Add<!?   "         Putney.  AdrtJ^'         "  Richmond. 

14-5   ,,  Hammersmith,  ■^""")80   „     „  Twickenham 

(.50  „     „   Barnes.  (,S5   „     „  Teddington. 

ESAMFLE  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  oclock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
wiU  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  S.-.'.'j  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Watee  ax  London  Bridge, 

Kvenin^. 
....  6,31 
....  6.15 
....  7.  3 
....  8.  7 
9.  .36 


Saturday,  Feb.  12  "Tlf 

Sunday,        ,,  13    5.53 

Monday,       „  14   0.38  , 

Tuesday,      ,,   15    7  go 

Wednesday,  ,,  IB 


17 
IS 


10.26    11.13 

11-57   


Thursday, 
Friday, 

High  Water  at  Ambeblev  and  Pulboeough. 

SatuWay,  Feb.  12    ^^Ts^ 

Monday,       ,,  14    7.1S    7  43 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge-,  Amberler 
Pulborongii  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  — General  Remarks.— When  the 
protesEional  fishermen  begin  to  report,  with  the  water  in 
good  condition,  "no  punts  have  been  out,"  the  question 
naturally  arises,  "  Where  are  the  anglers  ?  "  It  cannot 
be  that  there  are  no  fish  in  the  river,  as  it  is  affirmed  upon 
good  authority  there  are  plenty,  and  it  is  supported  liy  the 
best  ot  evidence.  I  have  been  naturally  looking  forward 
to  some  good  jack  fishing  reports  in  this  portion  of  the 
nver,  and  instead  of  that  the  angling  has  been  principally 
amongst  the  roach.  It  may  be  we  have  not  the  class  of 
anglers  now  as  there  used  to  be  in  days  gone  by,  who  had 
both  time  and  money  to  spend  amongst  the  "profes- 
sionals. Not  only  amongst  the  jack  h  there  this 
aehciency  of  results,  but  the  perch  have  not  bsen  making 
any  show  as  regards  quantity.  There  has  been  some 
correspondence  as  to  records  that  have  been  made  at  some 
tune  or  other,  but  I  think  the  splendid  take  of  the  late 
Mr  James  Forbes,  of  Chertsey,  at  Borough  Head,  near  to 
ijileham,  stands  very  prominent,  and  I  can  refer  t)  it 
trom  personal  experience  in  my  more  active  days.  The 
achievement  of  fifty-five  bra-!e  of  splendid  sizeable 
perch,  weighmg  altogether  1101b.,  in  a  couple  of  hours,  is 
a  magnificent  record.  That  was  the  time  when  perch 
hshing  was  the  order  of  the  day,"  and  in  that  instance 
Jur  iorbes  gave  up  his  swim  to  make  way  for  another 
angler  m  the  person  of  the  late  Dr.  Bay  ford.    At  that 


time  it  was  one  of  my  favourite  sports,  and  J  am  able  to 
speak  from  experience,  as  I  hive  accomplished  some 
glorious  results  from  my  own  rod.  I  remember  one  of  the 
anglers,  in  three  days'  jack  and  perch  fishing,  creeled 
sixty-two  and  a  half  brace  of  the  latter,  weighing  (m\h 
between  Walton  and  Penton  Hook,  and  this  same  gentle- 
man, in  the  season,  landed  113  good  jack,  the  largest 
weighing  161b.  7oz.  We  have  already  this  season  credited 
one  of  similar  weight.  In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last 
week  I  reported,  from  the  mildness  of  the  weather,  the 
trout  were  to  be  seen  feeding  about  as  they  are  generally 
in  April,  and  it  appears  one  of  81b.  was  caught  at  Kingston 
fishmg  with  a  gudgeon,  on  such  good  authority  as  Mr.  a'. 
Diiukwater,  who  is  himself  a  thorough  angler,  and  another 
is  reported  from  Walton  weighing  about  61b.  In  each  case 
the  fish  was  put  back  again  in  the  river.  The  anglers 
of  the  present  day  are  now  thorough  sportsmen,  and 
the  clubs  are  educating  their  members  upjn  higher 
standards. — B. 

— —  (Datchet).— John  Keene  reports  the  water  is  in 
good  order  for  fishing,  and  he  has  had  some  very  good 
takes  of  chub  during  the  week,  his  best  takes  being  one 
J'lth  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Saunders,  of  251b.,  the  largest 
fish  4Jlb. ;  and  another,  with  Mr.  George  Shepherd  of 
twenty-five  fish,  the  largest  weighing  31b.— B.  ' 
«  r~"  (Ha-^Pto^  Court).— WilUam  Milbourne  writes  : 
The  bank  anglers  have  been  taking  some  fine  roach  and 
chub.  One  of  the  private  boats  on  6th  inst.  creeled  four 
chub,  the  largest  3Jlb.  There  have  not  been  any  punts  out 
and  the  water  is  in  good  order  for  all  fishing." — B.  ' 

~~  (Henley).— Owing  to  the  bad  weather  'angling 
has  been  very  quiet  during  the  past  week,  the  only  takes 
worthy  of  record  being  as  follows  :  On  the  4th  inst.,  Mr. 
Brown,  with  James,  three  pike  (test  fish,  .51b.)  ;  and  on 
tue  6th,  Mr.  Sargeant  a  good  take  of  chub  (best  about 
42lb.).  With  more  favourable  weather  angling  should 
look  up,  as  the  water  is  all  right.— J.  W.  Read. 

 •  (Kingston).— J.    Knight,   one  day,  with  Mr. 

Brough  and  Mr.  Newman,  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Coltman,  two  dozen  ;  and  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Collins,  two  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  a 
chub  of  21b.  14oz.— B. 

;        Lechlade   District.  —  The  river  Thames 

this  district  continues  in  excellent  condition  for  pike, 
perch,  and  roach  fishing,  and  some  capital  sport  has  been 
had  during  January  and  February,  both  spinning  and  live 
baiting  for  jack  and  worming  for  perch  and  roach. 
Chubbing  items  are  naturally  quiet  at  this  time  of  year, 
these  fish  being  now  pretty  well  out  of  season.  In  the  St. 
John's  Bridge  length  attached  to  the  Trout  Inn,  some  four 
miles  in  extent,  some  nice  pike  were  recently  taken  by  a 
Swindon  gentleman,  their  weights  including  fish  of  91b., 
51b.,  41b.,  and  31b.  Mr.  Fry  and  others  have  also  been 
out  on  this  water,  with  sport  with  pike  and  perch.  The 
big  Thames  spawning  trout  have  been  busy  at  work  at  the 
inoath  of  the  Coin  and  Leach,  which  empty  themselves 
into  the  Thames  a  mile  above  and  a  mile  below  Lechlade. 
The  mildness  of  the  sea-on  has  put  the  spiwning  trout  in 
a  forward  state,  and  I  anticipate  an  early  season  for  the 
trout  fisher,  but  on  the  public  fisheries  of  the  Coin  April  1 
is  the  beginning  of  the  season.  Otters  have  been  again 
busy  at  work  up  the  tiibutaries,  and  in  one  place  seven  big 
trout  were  found  which  had  fallen  victims  to  this 
amphibious  animal.  All  efforts  to  capture  one  seem  in 
vain,  but  more  than  one  shot  has  been  had  at  them 
in  the  dusk  of  the  evening.  In  the  Swan  Radcot 
Bridge  waters  some  good  sport  has  been  had  witl 
pike.  Mr.  Gregory,  of  Swindcn,  oa  Jan.  19,  cui  of  18 jib 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  Frank  Page,  one  of  2S|lb.  Fine  pike 
are  also  reported  from  Harts  weir  and  in  the  waters 
below  Radcot,  and  also  from  tbe  Tetbury  district. — 
Ramblee. 

  (Richmond).— The  fishermen  report  they  have 

not  beeu  out  on  account  that  they  have  had  no  one  to  go 
out  with.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  some  good 
roach  and  dace.  Ore  of  them  (T.  James),  fishing  by  the 
New  Lock,  caught  a  roach  of  Ijlb. — B. 

  (Streatley), — Not  many  have  been  cut.    Mr.  J. 

Sams  (Friendly  Anglers)  took  a  chub  about  41b.  on  Friday 
last,  also  a  few  small  ones.  Water  in  firtt  class  condition. 
Mr.  Sams  out  with  Bartholomew.— Horace  J.  Gardner. 

  (Sunhury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  report  a 

take  of  seven  jack,  the  largest  51b.,  and  saven  bream.  The 
bank  anglers  have  done  well  with  roach  and  dici. — B. 

— (Teddington).— W.  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Nevill,  four  barbel,  one  jack,  and  a  few  dace ;  two  days, 
with  Mr.  Sexton,  sixteen  barbel,  four  of  the  largest 
weighing  together  221b.  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Arthur 
Hemmingway,  one  barbel  and  a  jack  of  41b. ;  and  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Robey.four  barbel.  The  bank  anglers  have 
had  fair  sport  with  roich  and  dac3. — B. 

  (Twickenham).— John  Spong,  in  three  days, 

401b.  of  roach  and  dace.  R.  Spong,  in  three  half-days, 
181b.  of  roach  and  dace.  H.  Spiers,  in  two  days,  281b.  of 
roach  and  dace;  and  J.  Dunn,  one  day  with  Mr.  Allsop, 
lOlb.  of  roach  and  dace. — B. 

 (Windsor  District).— Showery,  cold,  unsettled 

weather  has  very  appreciably  thinned  out  the  angling 
fraternity,  and  a  recent  visit  up  river  in  quest  of  notes 
prjved  to  nie  that  the  Thames  angler  just  n^w  is  a  vara 
avis.  Whilst  at  Staines  yesterday,  I  was  surp-ised  to  see 
Hone  come  in  with  a  lady  and  gentleman,  the  former 
having  "stuck"  it  all  day,  which  was  bitterly  cold, 
relieved  occasionally  with  showers  of  sleet,  and  no  one 
could  begrudge  her  the  sport  she  had,  their  bag  being 
eleven  perch  and  five  jack.  I  can  hear  of  no  good  takes 
here,  though  the  water  is  passable,  having  a  slight  colour 
to-day,  which,  if  heavy  showers  come  during  now  and 
Saturday,  will  upset  a  good  many,  especially  those  who 
have  ordered  their  sets  of  brains  and  pith  ready  for  a  chub 
foray.  Several  jack  have  been  taken  spinning  ;  but  I  oin 
hear  of  no  specimsns  in  these  parts,  though  a  letter  from 
Mr.  F.  Page,  the  well  known  Thames  enthusiast,  assured 


me  hehad  taken  what  he  termed,  a  "grandfather"  pike 
ot2«lb.,  bf sides  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  other  good  fish 
the  water,  which  I  think  is  Thames,  I  cannot  mention! 
biiice  writing  the  above  I  am  told  Mr.  Kimberley,  of  Eton- 
wick,  has  had  a  nice  dish  of  perch,  nine  fish  (largest  ISflb  ) 
— B.  11.  Ba.mhridoe. 

Alun  (Pulborongh).— The  river  on  Feb.  6  was  in 
good  order,  though  but  very  few  were  down.  It  was  a  cold 
and  wot,  day  I  understand  three  anglers  fishing  at  Stophim 
took  61b.,  81b  ,  and  irib.  jack  respectively,  but  1  was 
unable  to  ascertain  their  names,  owing  to  their  late 
arrival  at  the  station.- W.  G.  Hollman 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  reports  from  the  rlvera 
which  are  open  show  that  trout  are  in  a  fairly  forward 
condition  and  that  a  good  season  may  be  anticipated. 
Ihe  weather  up  to  the  present  has  not  been  over 
tavourable,  but  still  North  Devon  rods  have  bad  a  little 
sport.  Most  of  the  rivers  do  not  open  until  the  beginning 
ot  next  month,  the  Dart  commencing  on  March  1,  and  on 
the  Teign  March  3.  The  Exeter  City  Council  will  offer 
the  Exe  Conservators  the  fishing  rights  between  Trew's 
Weir  and  Head  Weir  at  an  annual  rental.  Pike  fishing 
has  shown  signs  of  improvement,  the  best  baskets  being 
made  on  the  Canal.— Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).-I  have  not  heard  cf 
anything  being  done  with  the  trout  yet,  the  weather  bcinjr 
decidedly  unpleasant,  to  put  it  mildly.    Not  much  in  the 
pikeing  line  has  bean  scored  by  river  anglers  either,  but  in 
the  Canal  very  fair  sport  has  been  enjoyed  generally.  One 
ot  the  best  bags  was  made  by  Master  R.  Wilde,  a  junior 
angler  ot  nine  summers,  who  to  his  own  rod  had  four 
jack    going  loilb.     This  is  certainly  a  commendable 
achievement  for  so  youthful  an  anjler,  and  seems  to 
indicate  that  Master  R.  Wilde  will,  at  no  distant  date, 
tigure  asa    record  breaker."— Red  Palmer 
.Esk  (Whitby).— The  salmon  fishing  opened  on  this 
river  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  1.    Up  to  the  time  of  writing 
there  have  been  no  catches,  the  weather  being  too  stormy 
showers  of  had  and  snow  maHng  it  impossible  for  angling' 
A  few  pinkies  have  been  seen  to  rise  in  the  strearis 
between  Ruswarp  and  Whitby.    Disease  has  made  its 
app3arance  m  several  parts  of  the  river.    Rain  is  very 
much  wanted  now,  as  the  river  is  full  of  kelts,  with  no 
chance  of  getting  to  the  sea  without  a  flood.— J  JicK-ON 
Pen  District  (South  Iiiucolnshire  and  Cambs  ) 
—On  several  days  since  last  writing  the  weather  has  been 
cold  and  stormy,  and  somewhat  against  bottom  fishing 
i rolling  has,  however,  been  pursued  with  more  vigour 
and  some  nica  lots  of  pike  have  come  to  hand  both  by 
live  bait  and  artificial  spinning.    A  party  of  Peterborough 
anglers  had  some  good  luck  at  the  Boston  end  of  the 
Forty-foot,  several  good  sizeable  fish  being  among  their 
captures.    The  middle  lengths  of  the  same  wat-^r  have 
yielded  fish  up  to  121b.  and  131b. ;  and  there  have  also 
been  a  number  of  fish  caught  on  the  Welland  and  other 
pike  waters. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  stormy  weather 
has  affected  the  angling  on  the  Idle.  Only  little  has  been 
done  on  the  river  itself,  but  near  Haxey  a  visitor  got  a 
capital  lot  of  roach,  six  of  his  best  sciHng  no  less  than 
Jib.  The  lengths  of  the  Trent  in  the  neighbourhood 
however,  have  been  well  patronised  Good  lo^s  of  roacli 
were  caught  with  both  worm  and  maggot,  ani  a-i 
occasional  chub  with  the  former  bai';.  Besides  a  dish  of 
roach  one  an.gler  got  a  fine  chub,  and  took  two  bra-'e  of 
pike  up  to  7Jlb.  with  fresh  herrings.  Another  had  a  pike 
of  91b.  These  were  tiken  near  Lanehaui.  Near  Clifton 
railway  bridge  an  ang'ei-  caught  a  pike  of  16:b.  Roach 
takes  at  different  places  have  run  up  to  201b  — L 

.Lark  (Plempton,  &e.).— Angling  in  th'-s  district  has 
been  very  quiet  this  last  week.  Nothing  of  any  account 
has  been  done.  The  water  is  still  low  and  clear.  The 
roach  and  chub  seem  fairly  off  the  feed.  Nice  rain  here 
Feb.  6,  which  I  hope  will  improve  matters.— A.  E.  Kemp. 

lea —Down  to  this  (Thursday)  afternoon  news  of 
httle  sport  for  the  pist  week  has  reached  me,  and  the 
many  Lea  anglers  I  have  met  aU  report  poor  results.  A 
few  nice  perch  are  being  caught  here  and  there,  but  the 
roach  seem  very  much  off  again.  The  past  week  has,  of 
course,  been  a  very  unfavourable  one  for  angling,  and  in 
the  Lea  valley  the  high,  cold  winds  at  times  have  greatly 
interfered  with  fishing  operations.  To-day  the  weather 
was  more  propitious,  and,  if  it  continues  so,  week-end 
anglers  should  be  treated  to  an  improvement  in  sport.  As 
to  the  tributary  Stort,  wretched  sport  is  also  reported, 
the  result  of  the  foul  condition  of  the  river.  The  bed  of 
the  stream  is  covered  with  dead  weeds,  &c.,  and  a  good 
push  of  water  is  much  wanted  to  cleanse  it.  Local  anglers 
also  complain  of  an  abundance  of  natural  food  for  the 
roach.  The  Lea  will  be  found  in  the  best  condition  at 
Ware,  St.  Margaret's  (b.>low),  and  Hertford.— IzA A K 
Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 

streams  have  baen  visited  wi;h  rain  and  with  storms  of 
snow  and  hail,  and  there  has  also  been  a  strong  gale 
blowing,  which  has  made  it  uncomfortable  fjr  anglers,  and 
but  very  little  fishing  has  been  dene  of  late.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out  aud  have  used  lly  and  gentles,  but  sport  has 
been  quiet.  Grayling  show  signs  of  spawning,  aud  do  not 
riie  freely.  Trout  are  more  forward  and  rise  at  the  fly, 
and  give  promise  of  sport  when  they  come  in  season. — 

GWYNNE, 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Stormy 

weather  for  nearly  a  week  has  caused  these  rivers  to  rise 
about  6iu,  of  stained  water— which  I  think  has  snow  in  it 
—yet  with  moderately  fine  weather  wi  l  be  fishable  the 
coming  week.  Grayling  are  getting  very  gravid,  and  have 
fallen  off  in  ondition.  We  are  now  I  oking  forward  to 
the  opening  of  the  trott  season  (March  2) ;  these  fish  are 
in  for.vaid  condition. — R.  T.  Williams, 

Nene  (Peterborough).- The  same  favourable  con- 
ditions  are  in  existence  as  have  been  jireyalent  for  the  pist 
week  or  two,  and  our  anglers  are  only  too  pleased  to  avail 
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themselves  of  the  opportuuities  afforded  them  although 
the  weather  at  times  has  bean  s^iually  and  rather  severe, 
reuuirin?  such  pluck  as  only  an  angler  possesses  to  turn 
out.  The  fishing  has  been  generally  good,  and  the  results 
still  remain  satisfactory.  Local  anglers  have  caught  some 
l)ig  pike  at  Orton  and  Castor  ;  Mr.  Vines  (Alwalton),  had 
some  capital  sport  neir  Alwalton,  seounag  oae  pike 
weighing  15ilb.,  two  ti|lb,  and  one  ThVo.j  Mr.  T  Somner 
(Northampton),  fishing  near  the  Castle  Station,  took  two 
fine  pike  scaling  131b.  and  121b.  respectively.— E.  A.  is. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— The 
mild  spell  of  weather  has  given  place  to  that  of  a  more 
winterly  and  seasonable  kind,  the  hills  and  dales  being 
covered  with  snow  at  intervals.  Little  has  been  done  by 
anglers,  owing  to  the  rivers  and  streams  being  charged 
with  snow  water.  Only  a  few  pike  fishermen  have  been 
out  lately,  most  of  whom  have  returned  with  e;iipty 
creels.  We  finished  grayling  fishing  on  the  1st  inst.,  and 
anglers  are  now  looking  forward  to  the  opening  of  the  trout 
season,  which,  from  reports  to  Laud,  is  very  promising.  1 
hear  that  Ih?  decision  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  to 
put  a  supply  of  young  trout  into  the  Derwent  at  Old 
Malton  has  given  great  satisfaction  in  that  district.— 
Ronald.  _       ,  m  • 

Ouse  (St.  Ives.  Holywell  Perry).— Dr.  Stepping, 
stopping  here,  has  just  captured  a  nice  jike  ot  l^jlo- 
Eiver  now  in  good  order.  Gentlemen  requiring  free  fash- 
ing on  the  Huntingdon  Ouse  should  apply  to  the  above 
fishery.— A.  ScARD.  , 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Splendid  pike  taken  here 
of  Ulb.  Water  in  splendid  condition.  In  answer  to  your 
inquirer,  "  W.,"  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  inform  any 
member  of  our  private  waters,  or  any  one  who  chooses  to 
sign  their  name  to  any  inquiry.  I  never  tike  notice  of 
■nums  dc  ■plamc,  and  never  use  them,  as  if  anything  is 
worthy  of  writing  about  one  can  sign  their  name  to  such. 
We  have  ai  good  fishing  for  pike  here  now  as  our  friend 
Kitchie  has  a  good  show  of  genuine  wares  on  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium,  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  on 
Saturday  last —E.  CoLLiNSON. 

Plymouth.— We  are  looking  forward  now  to  March  1, 
■when  our  season  commences  for  trout.  There  has  been 
some  correspondence  with  regard  to  the  commencement  of 
the  season.  The  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  of  England 
allows  fishing  for  trout  to  commence  on  Feb.  1,  but  the 
various  beards  of  conservators  have  the  power  to 
make  bye-laws,  which  can  put  cif  the  commencement 
of  the  season  for  another  month.  This  they  have 
done  in  our  district,  and  where  as  any  open 
or  private  water  can  be  fished  from  Feb.  1,  ail 
those  portions  that  are  preserved  by  the  various  boards 
cannot  ba  fished  until  March  1.  I  am  not  going  to 
question  whether  this  is  right  or  wrong,  but  one  thing  is 
certain,  that,  when  seasons  are  very  forward,  trout  are  in 
as  good  a  condition  in  February  as  they  are  with  a  back- 
ward season  in  March.  I  have  just  heard  from  the  various 
secretaries  that  the  prices  for  the  tickets  and  licences  are 
to  be  the  same,  except  in  the  Dart,  where  they  are  going 
to  reduce  the  price  of  the  day  tickets  from  23.  to  Is.,  and 
will  now  allow  the  fisherman  to  take  out  a  day  ticket  for 
salmon  for  23.  This  will  be  very  nice  for  tourists  that  only 
want  a  few  days'  salmon  fishing.— William  Hkaruer. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy' 
nech).— These  rivers  are  at  present  nearly  at  their  average 
level  aft«r  the  recent  fioods,  but  owing  to  the  unsettled 
weather  which  has  prevailed  of  late  are  not  yet  in  very 
good  condition  for  angling,  and  very  little  sport  has  been 
had  in  any  way  excepting  trolling  for  pike,  and  by  this 
means  several  of  these  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  Severn 
and  Vyrnwy,  and  bottom  fishers  have  also  been  fairly 
successful  during  the  last  few  days.  The  Tanat  is  now 
gradually  getting  into  better  condition,  and  a  few  grayling 
and  dac9  are  being  taken  with  the  fly. — Vybkwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suifolk).— Sport  has  been  very  slow 
in  this  district  the  last  week  or  two.  The  water  is  at 
summer  clearness,  and  fish  are  completely  off  the  feed. 
Several  anglers  have  been  out,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  one 
single  gcol  catch.  No  good  will  be  done  until  we  get 
some  rain.— W.  T.  Bainbriuge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— No 
sooner  than  we  get  a  spell  of  fine  weather  than  we  a,re  again 
on  the  grumble.  Rivers  are  now  too  bright,  and  ere  wc 
can  hope  to  indulge  in  satisfactory  roach  fishing  we  want 
rain  and  a  snail  flood,  both  on  the  Ouse  and  Cuckmere. 
A  few  small  pike  have  been  captured,  but  other  fish  are 
dead  off.  The  tidal  waters  have  yielded  a  few  small  roach 
and  dace,  but  nothing  has  been  taken  worth  recording. 
Chichester  Canal  is  a  shade  bright,  but  bank  high,  and 
during  the  week  pike  up  to  61b.  have  been  captured  with 
live  gorge.  Many  small  fish,  not  exceeding  l|lb.,  are 
ruthlessly  slaughtered  by  this  method.  Fair  sport  has 
been  obtained  on  the  II other  ;  pike  up  to  7 Jib.,  and  a 
fine  perch  of  2iflb.  are  notified  me.— George  F.  Salter. 

Tamar  and  Plym.  —  The  conservators  are  in  a 
p-osperous  condition,  having  a  balance  in  hand  of  £211, 
the  sale  of  licences  last  year  bringing  in  £139  ;  279  rod 
and  line  licences  being  issued,  the  largest  number  since 
the  formation  of  the  board.  The  salmon  season  was 
rather  above  the  average,  although  the  fish  did  not  ascend 
the  river  very  early.  The  salmon  spawning  season,  top, 
was  very  laie.  Commendable  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  remedial  measures  against  the  pollution  of  the  river 
— Devonian. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — This  river  hAow  South  Molton 
Road  is  not  open  until  April  1,  but  the  streams  that  are 
have  been  visited  by  many  fishermen.  The  past  week, 
however,  has  been  very  stormy,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
keep  the  fly  on  the  water.  In  sheltered  positions  a  few 
fish  were  killed.  On  Wednesday  I  accompanied  a  gentle- 
man, and  when  he  had  finished  I  landed  fourteen  trout. 
An  angler  told  me  that  on  Tuesday  he  had  caught  six  and 
a  half  brace,  and  the  fisherman  at' Castle  Hill  has  taken 
some  nice  fish,  1  am  told,  ten  to  twelve  doaen  since  the 


1st.  1  hear  some  poachers,  who  have  been  wanted  for 
some  days,  were  caught  on  Sunday  with  some  young 
salmon  taken  with  the  weir,  and  will  be  punished  tor 
having  young  samlets  on  them.  The  flies  which  ha,ve  been 
taking  are  Blue  Uprights,  Rusty  Blues,  and  Reds.  *^liouid 
the  weather  get  a  little  warmer,  and  a  few  showers,  fish 
will  take  well.— Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  was  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level  up  to  Saturday,  when  rain  and  snow 
fell,  accompanied  by  a  strong  gale  of  wind,  which  made  it 
bad  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  there  was  a  s'ight  colour  on 
the  water.  Angling  has  been  quiet  this  week,  and  only  a 
few  rods  out.  The  water  is  quickly  cleaiiog,  and  by 
Saturday  it  should  be  again  in  good  order  for  fishuig.  The 
warm  weather  before  the  snow  brought  out  a  large 
number  of  natural  flies  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  were 
rising  well  at  them,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  an  early 
fly  fishing  season.  Grayling  now  show  signs  ot  going  cut 
of  season,  and  they  do  not  rise  freely.  Trout,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  very  forward  for  the  time  of  year,  and  are 
rising  well  and  take  the  fly,  and  cause  great  disappointment 
to  anglers,  who  have  to  return  them  to  the  water.— S. 
Ludlow.  t    t.  i  i 

Teme  (Tenbury).— This  district,  at  the  end  ot  last 
..eek  and  the  beginning  of  this,  has  been  visited  with  ram 
and  snow  and  hail  storms,  which  ciused  a  slight  stain  to 
come  on  the  water  from  the  snow,  and  angling  was  at  a 
standstill  for  a  short  time.  It  has  now  run  off,  and  the 
fish  are  moving  better,  and  rise  at  the  fly.  There  have  bcei 
but  few  rods  out  of  late.  Grayling  are  now  going  out  of 
season,  and  trout  have  not  come  in.  There  is  but  little 
fishing  being  done.  With  fine  weather  some  grayling 
should  be  landed.— Worcester. 

Usk  and  Tributaries    (Senny    Bridge).— The 
trout  season  commences  here  on  Feb.  15.     Should  this 
mild  weather  continue,  I  think  the  trout  will  rise  to  the 
fly  pretty  fair  about  mid-day.    The  best  killing  flies  are  a 
mall  Dark  Blue  and  March  Brown.— D.  Powell. 

Welland  (Stamford).— While  pike  fishing  above 
UffiDgton  Bridge  with  small  live  bait,  Police^constable 
Whelbourn  had  the  good  luck  to  hook  a  beautiful  trout, 
weighing  41b.  12oz.— B.  A.  S.  ,         ,  , 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— The  past  has 
been  a  rare  week  for  the  capture  of  pike  on  the  Witham. 
At  Bracebridge  there  have  been  several  taken,  and  one  by 
a  Lincoln  angler  scaled  14Jlb.  About  Bardney  Lincoln 
anglers  have  caught  many  pike  between  41b.  and  81b.,  and 
in  one  or  two  cases  fish  up  to  141b.  have  been  landed. 
Upwards  of  forty  pike  have  come  to  hand.  At  Langwith 
and  Anton  Gowts  Lock  fish  up  to  121b.  and  141b.  have 
been  recorded,  and  at  Tattershall  there  have  been  several 
banked  up  to  81b.  The  Boston  drains  have  been  running 
too  low  for  sport, — Luci. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk.— The  angling  season  on  the  Border  Bsk, 
the  Liddle,  and  their  numerous  tiibutaries  generally, 
commences  on  Monday,  the  14th  inst,,  and  should  the 
-weather  prove  favourable  during  a  month  hence  trout  will 
be  in  good  condition.  Reports  from  various  portions  ot 
the  river  are  hopeful  after  the  long  spell  of  fine  weather. 
Last  year  was  a  fairly  good  angling  season,  sea  troiit  and 
burn  trout  being  prolific  of  spoit,  whilst  salmon,  although 
plentiful  in  the  river,  were  particularly  shy  on  account  ot 
the  (at  times)  excessive  drought.  Whiting  were  vvell 
represented,  more  especially  in  the  lower  divisions  ot  the 
Double  Water,  and  notably  so  in  the  Longtown  and  Metal 
Bridge  stretches.  Poaching,  owing  to  the  strict  watch 
kept  on  the  river  from  Eskdale  Moor  to  within  hailing 
distance  of  the  Solway  Frith  and  Gretna  Green,  was 
conspicuous  by  its  almost  entire  absence  all_  along  the 
water.    Next  week  I  hope  to  record  some  interesting 

sport.— GiLNOCKIE.  _ 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  net  fishing  on  the  river 
Deveron,  which  opened  on  Friday,  Feb.  4,  will  natura,lly 
ba  much  affected  by  the  removal  of  the  Cruive  Dyke, 
which,  it  is  expected,  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  this 
week.  On  former  years  the  fish  that  entered  the  river 
after  October  were  prevented  from  proceeding  further  up 
the  river  by  the  dyke,  and  at  the  commencement  ot  the 
net  fishing  a  large  number  of  salmon  had  collected  below 
it,  so  that  on  the  opening  day  hauls  of  twenty  to  one 
hundred  fish  were  got.  Now,  however,  a  free  passage  is 
to  be  found,  and  clean  fish  were  observed  some  time 
ago  running.  The  spawning  season,  just  closed,  has 
been  the  best  on  the  river  for  many  years.  The  weather 
was  very  favourable,  and  a  large  number  of  fish  were  early 
on  the  fords.  Very  few  diseased  fish  have  been  seen. 
In  view  of  the  new  conditions,  this  season  is  looked 
forward  to  with  interest.  Anglers  ought  to  enjoy  good 
sport.— H.  W.  .       ,       ,     .  £ 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— The  winter  here  has  been  of 
an  exceptionally  mild  type,  and  Lochleven  was  icebound 
for  only  four  days.  After  several  days'  frost  a  thaw  has 
again  set  in,  and,  should  the  weather  continue  open, 
anglers  will  in  all  probability  be  out  before  the  close  of 
the  present  month.  Lochleven  Hatchery  has  again  pro- 
duced about  280,000  fry,  which  were  hatched  in  the  short 
period  of  fifty-one  days.  They  are  strong  and  healthy, 
and  will  be  turned  into  the  feeders  of  the  loch  m  March, 
when  about  three  months  old.  There  has  been  an  absence 
of  floods  to  disturb  the  redds  during  the  spawning  season, 
which  has  been  more  favourable  than  usual.  Little  or  no 
trace  of  the  American  weed— which  asserted  itself  to 
a  serious  extent  in  the  loch  last  year— is  now  to  be  seen, 
and  angling  clubs  are  making  their  fixtures  for  the  coming 
season  on  the  loch  as  numerous  as  in  former  years.— 

BoNELLA  LAING.  -r^  T      1  rr 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— Kenmore,  LochTay. 
—On  the  Hotel  water,  on  the  3rd,  Mr.  E.  Renshaw  killed 
salmon  171b. ;  on  the  Reserve  water,  Maodiarmid  (the 
keeper) Ikilled  salmon,  191b.  On  the  Hotel  water  on  the 
4th,  Mr.  A.  Renshaw  killed  salmon,  20ilb.    On  the  5th, 


ou  the  Hotel  water,  Mr.  James  Lord  killed  two  salmon, 
181b.  and  161b.  On  the  6th,  Mr.  Blair  killed  salmon,  1/lb. 
— W.  Knight.  „  .. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— Feb.  3,  Mr.  Branson,  ot 
Sheffield,  one  salmon,  171b.  5th,  Miss  Beatrice  Maisey, 
fishing  for  Dr.  Lewers,  of  London,  one  salmon,  191b. 
7th,  Mr.  Heys,  one  salmon,  161b. ;  Mr.  Glen,  one,  24  b. 
8th,  Mr.  lleys,  one,  l71b. ;  Mr.  Ferguson,  two,  131b.,  Ifalb. 
— H.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Portingall).— Genthmen  fishing  from  the 
hotel  had  the  following  sport :  Jan.  31,  Mr.  A.  CrJohnson 
landed  two  salmon,  one  241b  and  one  181b.  Feb.  2,  Mr. 
Phillip  Green,  one  salmon,  181b.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Phillip 
Green  landed  a  salmon  of  151b.  River  in  good  ply.— 
Macphail. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— By  the  time  this  appears 
the  "  first  blood  "  of  the  season  on  the  De3,  Don,  Deveron, 
and  some  eighty  other  odd  rivers  and  streams  may,  and 
very  likely  will,  be  drawn.    Time  will  not  allow  of  any 
details  this  week  of  the  opening  day,  but  keen  sport  is 
confidently  anticipated.    A  very  severe  snowstorm  has 
held  the  field  for  the  better  part  of  a  week,  bat  to-day 
(Wednesday)  a  thorough  fresh  has  set  in,  and  the  last 
vestiges  of  the  unusual  revere  "snap "  for  this  pro- 
verbially mild  season  has  just  disappeared  in  time  for  the 
river  clearing  by  Friday  morning.     On  the  Dee  every 
stretch  will  be  fully  occupied  at  least  during  the  first 
three   weeks   of  the   season.     On   the  Dess  water. 
Major  D.  F.  Davidson  is  to  take  the  spring  season  out  of 
the  lower  reaches;  while  Mr.  Sandison,  Aboyne,  has  the 
upper  beats.    Mrs.  Pickering  will  fish  Kincardine  Lodge 
for  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  season,  thereafter  handing 
it  over  to  Mr.  Lamond.    Mr.  J.  C.  Halsam  wis  out  on 
Cirlogie,  and  Mr.  E.  Drummond  on  Ballogie  on  the  opening: 
day,  Joaving  re-taken  their  old  quarters.    Mr.  B.  Barclay 
has  the  Borrowstone  section  along  with  Mr.  W.  K. 
Russell,  who  had  Dess  last  spring;  Col.  Philpotts  will 
fish  the  Sluie  ;  and  Sir  John  Gladstone  the  Blaokhall 
waters,  where  he  was  so  successful  last  year ;  Mr.- 
Deverell  will  share  the  Woodend  water  with  Mr.  Wharton 
till  May  15;  Mr.  Geo.  Davidson,  Wellwood,  has  the 
Park  water,  and  Mr.  Perry  the  upper  Drum;  while 
Mr    Chas.   Mann,  of   the  Grand    Hotel,  has  taken 
the-  lower   Drum  for   his   patrons,    in  place  of  the 
Crathes  section.    On  the  still  lower  beats,  Mr.  Duff 
Gordon  has  the  Maryculter  section  ;  Mr.  Fortescue  the 
Kingcussie  ;  and  Mr.  Quinley  the  Blairs.    The  Aberdeen 
Town  Council  and  the  Dee  Fishery  Board  have  noyv  come 
to  terms  as  to  the  outfall  of  the  city's  sewage  into  the 
Dee,  so  that  all  prospects  of  lengthy  and  costly  htigation 
is  now  happily  at  an  end.    A  very  daring  case  of  poaching 
was  tried  in  the  Sheriff  Court  on  Wednesday,  whem 
M'Sloy,  who  had  been  twice  previously  convicted,  _  and 
Henderson,  against  whom  there  were  seven  convictions, 
attempted  to  take  salmon  by  means  of  a  drag  net  from 
the  North  Pier.    They  were  assisted  by  others  ot  a  gang,, 
who  made  good  their  escape.    They  were  mulcted  m  a 
fine  of  £5  5s.,  with  the  alternative  of  thirty  days  m  gaol. 
Such  a  daring  attempt  at  such  a  place  and  on  such  a  scale^ 
has  not  been  tried  for  years.— G.  M.  _ 

South  of  Scotland.— The  Border  rivers  have  been' 
running  continually  in  flood  for  the  past  fortnight,  so  that 
no  opportunity  has  been  had  for  marking  the  progress  ct 
the  salmon  disease  which  was  reported  in  the  columns  ot 
the  Fishing  Gazette  three  week  ago.  It  is  to  be  trusted 
that  the  floods  wUl  have  carried  most  of  the  diseased  fash 
to  the  Solway.  The  week  before  last  forty  de^  a.nd 
diseased  salmon  were  removed  from  one  of  the  Border 
streams  out  of  a  short  stretch  of  about  a  mile,  ihe 
water  bailiffs  buried  the  fish  on  the  banks.  Your 
correspondent  opened  one  of  the  dead  salmon  this 
week  (a  splendid  fish  of  271b.  or  281b.)  and  found 
it  full  of  ripe  ova.  It  had,  to  all  appearance,  died  on  the 
spawning  beds.  Your  correspondent  noticed  nine  dead 
fish  in  a  stretch  of  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  along  one 
bank  Three  were  unspawned,  and  the  others  keits.  in3 
salmon  netting  on  the  English  side  of  the  Solway  opens 
to-morrow  (Thursday,  10th).  The  netting  on  the  Scotch 
side  does  not  open  until  the  morning  of  the  25th  inst., 
when  the  last  batch  of  the  rivers  of  the  district  open  their  ^ 
season  for  the  rods.  It  is  anticipated  by  the  tacksmen 
and  fishermen  that  the  spring  salmon  season  will  probably 
turn  out  a  poor  one,  on  account  of  the  continual  floods  in 
the  rivers  since  Christmas.  It  is  alleged  that  spring 
salmon  have  pushed  far  inland,  and  that  it  should  be  an 
angler's  season  for  sprmg  salmon  in  the  upper  waters.— 

HeATHERBELL.  „  „  ii         t.  „ 

Tweed  and  Teviot,  &c.— Open  weather  has  pre- 
vaUed  on  the  Borderland  since  the  opening  of  the  salmon 
rod  fishing— open  enough  to  admit  of  anghng  it  tfae 
devotees  of  old  Izaak  wished  to  take  the  advantage  ot  it-- 
but  up  to  the  present  time,  in  the  Ivelso  district  at  least, 
no  angling  has  been  indulged  in,  m  fact,  it  is  not  probabia 
that  anything  will  be  done  until  the  boats  are  put  on  the 
river,  which  will  take  place  on  the  15th  instant,  the 
opening  day,  of  the  salmon  net  fishing.  During  the  past 
week  the  above  rivers  hive  been  running  in  rare  good 
volume,  showing  a  nice  clean  gravelly  bottom,  a  flood  ot 
some  3ft.  having  occurred  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and 
had  the  effect  of  clearing  away  any  refuse  or  deleterious 
matter  that  might  have  been  remaining  in  the  river  tor 
some  time  back.  Although  we  have  very  open  and  mild 
weather  for  the  time  of  the  year,  yet  the  winter  season  is 
not  yet  over,  and  we  may  have  it  pretty  severe  during 
the  end  of  the  present  month,  and  also  during  March ;  bub 
we  anglers  hope  for  the  best.  I  have  been  mtormed,  on 
what  I  consider  good  authority,  that  the  fungoid  disease, 
although  prevalent  in  some  districts  of  the  Tweed,  is  not 
observed  to  the  extent  that  some  would  have  it  calculated.  «| 
In  the  Kelso  district,  as  a  general  rule,  it  h^'s  not  reached  l 
anything  like  serious  proportions,  and,  in  tact,  there  faaa 
only  been  a  moderate  amount  of  fish  observed  there 
•  affected  with  the  Saprulcguia  fcrax.    Irout  fishing  has 
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now  begun  on  both  the  main  streims,  Tweed  and  Teviot, 
but  few  baskets  are  killed.  Should  the  weather  open 
genial,  however,  the  season  should  be  an  early  one,  as  we 
have  had  no  winter  to  speak  of,  and  the  trout  just  now  are 
fast  getting  into  good  condition.  On  sunshiny  days  a  lise 
of  trout  is  now  and  again  seen  in  some  of  the  more 
sheltered  nooks  on  the  i-ivers'  side ;  while  the  effects  of 
the  sun's  rays  has  caused  the  more  ardent  Waltoniana  to  try 
their  hands  with  the  fly,  but  with  little  success  as  yet. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  is  cold  and  raw,  but  not 
frosty,  although  we  have  had  a  few  slight  showers  of 
rain.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels'  (Ballina).— Private 

Water. — This  is  the  only  portion  of  the  river  Moy 
specially  reserved  for  anglers  staying  at  a  hotel  here. 
Owing  to  the  recent  heavy  fall  of  rain,  the  water  up  to 
the  present  has  not  been  in  a  good  condition  for  anglers. 
However,  as  the  water  is  now  clearing,  everything  promises 
good  sport,  as  there  are  a  great  number  of  spring  fish  in 
tie  river. — Manager. 

Bandon  River_  (co.  Cork).— Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  opens  on  this  river  on  Monday  next,  14th  inst. 
Reports  are  most  favourable  as  to  the  uumbar  of  .spring 
fish  already  in  the  river.  The  trout  anglers  should  have 
good  sport,  as  the  smaller  rivers  are  very  well  stocked. — 
W.  Hayxes  and  So.n 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork.). — The  river  has  been  rather 
high  for  salmon  fishing  for  past  week  ;  nevertheless,  some 
good  fish  have  been  landed  on  the  different  fisheries  below 
Fermoy,  notably  two  beauties  on  the  7th  inst.  by 
E.  Arkwiight,  Esq. ,  on  the  Ballyduff  fishery,  SSJIb.  and 
lOlb.  Prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  very  good,  as 
the  river  is  settUng  down  to  good  fishing  order. — W. 
Hayxes  and  Son. 

Buudrowes. — The  weather  has  continued  very  stormy 
since  last  report,  with  almost  incessant  heavy  rain  and 
haU  showers,  which  kept  anglers  from  being  out  much  on 
the  liver.  Mr.  C.  J.  Singleton  and  Mr.  Stanley  Atten- 
borough  were  out  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Singleton 
rose  a  few  salmon  and  landed  some  kelts,  which  were 
returned  to  the  river.  The  weather  continues  stormy  and 
unsettled  at  time  of  writing. — -M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  Co.  Antrim).— The  season  opened 
on  Tuesday,  the  1st  inst. ,  but  owing  to  the  snow  and  sleet 
nothing  was  done  until  Monday,  when  the  river  toned 
down  in  fair  order.  Sir  Francis  E.  W.  Micnaghten, 
H.M.G.,  Dandarane,  Castle,  the  owner  of  the  river,  drew 
first  blood,  as  he  killed  two  fine  springers,  101b.  and  19|lb., 
to  his  own  rod.  The  Messrs.  Coates,  who  hive  the  salmon 
fishing  for  this  season,  were  out  and  killed  several  fish. 
The  Belfast  Angling  Association  has  lean  concaded 
trouting  privileges  on  this  river.  A  good  season  is 
anticipated. — J.  A.  B. 

Cara^h  Lake. — Fishing  on  the  upper  waters  has 
been  good  during  past  week.  W.  W.  T.  Crawshay,  two 
salmon,  9jlb.  and  ll|lb. ;  4th,  Capt.  W.  Sandeman,  two 
salmon,  121b.  and  101b.  Lower  waters  not  so  good,  o;ving 
to  bad  weather. — G.  C. 

Galway  Rivers. — The  season  opened  on  the  Corrib 
on  Tuesday,  the  1st  inst. ,  with  the  river  pretty  high  from 
the  recent  rains.  Several  rods  were  out,  and  a  few  clean 
fish  have  been  landed,  but  kelts  are  very  plentiful  and 
troublesome.  The  season  also  opened  on  the  Spiddal, 
Crumlin,  Aughterard,  &c.  The  weather  this  week  was 
gloomy,  broken,  and  uiifavourable. — J.  A.  B. 

Iiee  (C5.  Cork).  —  Good  salmon  fishing  has  teen 
experienced  during  the  past  week,  although  the  weather 
has  been  exceedingly  cold,  with  snow  upon  the  mountains. 
On  the  Ashton  Fishery,  J.  D.  W.  Edwardes,  141b.,  121b., 
OJlb. ,  91b.,  81b.,  6Jlb.  On  Mashonaglass,  Major  Herbert, 
17th  Lancers,  lojlb.  and  8Jlb.  Oa  Warren's  Court,  Mr. 
J.  Gubbins,  131b.  and  121b.  On  Oak  Grove,  Mr.  F. 
Leader,  161b.,  101b.,  91b.  On  Nettleville,  Col.  Broderick, 
131b.,  101b.  On  Ballineadig,  B.  C.  R.  Lanner,  12th 
Lancers,  lOJlb.j  91b.  On  Fargus,  Major  Parkinson, 
Hampshire  Regiment,  91b.  On  Innislinga,  T.  W.  Fitz- 
gibbon,  121b.;  S.  Haynes,  111b.  On  Carhue,  H.  E. 
Stanley,  131b.,  131b.,  101b.  On  Clasheueur,  Alfred  Allen, 
lOlb;  On  Cronody,  H.  C.  Thorold,  Leicestershire 
Regiment,  101b.  Also  sucosssful:  Mr.  J  Barter,  101b.; 
"Mr.  E.  Pike,  lOJlb. ;  J.  Manning,  101b.;  Mr.  Ned 
Murphy,  91b.  River  continues  in  good  fishing  order. — 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiongh  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Since  the  salmon  angling  opened  on  Feb.  1  sport  has  been 
very  poor,  in  consequence  of  stormy  weather,  rough  and 
fonl  water,  and  frequent  showers  of  heavy  hail.  Four 
salmon  were  had  on  the  opening  day,  weighing 
respectively,  14Jlb.,  lljlb.,  lljlb.,  and  111b. ;  the  success- 
ful anglers  being  all  local  fishermen,  viz.,  Pat  Murphy, 
J.  T.  Sullivan,  M.  Fitzgerald,  and  James  Shea.  On 
Wednesday  no  boats  could  go  out,  owing  to  a  strong  gale. 
On  Thursday  the  weather  grew  worse,  though  M.  Brennan 
(a  professional)  had  a  salmon  of  9Jlb.  Since  then,  Mr. 
T.  R.  Blackley  had  one  of  1041b. ;  and  Dan  Leary,  one  of 
llflb.- T.  J.  D. 

IiOugfh  Neagh.  —  Favoured  by  open  weather,  the 
pollan  fisheries  have  opened  well,  and  are  cow  in  fuU 
swing.  The  takes  in_  the  past  week  were  pretty  large, 
and  the  fish  of  a  fair  size,  but  it  is  to  be  greatly  regretted 
that  great  numbers  of  spent  salmon  and  trout  are  being- 
taken  in  the  pollan  nets  and  shipped  to  England.  Trout 
fishing  opens  on  the  feeders  of  the  lough  on  Marsh  1. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  — For 

spring  fishing  the  water  is  now  in  nice  order,  and  as  some 
of  the  private  salmon  and  trout  waters  here  have  abeady 
been  secured  for  the  season  by  English  fishermen,  a  few 
of  our  beats  will  soon  be  manned  by  ardent  sportsmen. 
Major  John  P.  Traheme  arrived  here  on  Monday  last  from 
England.    He  is  accompanied  by  hia  friends,  Major- 


General  Mignon  and  Mrs.  Lister.  The  Lewis's,  fishermen, 
have  been  having  good  sport  on  Lough  Derg  among  the 
pike.  On  one  day  last  week  they  bagged  seven  pike,  one 
of  them  201b.,  another  101b.,  and  others  71b.,  81b.,  and  Gib. 
— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— The  spawning 
time  in  connection  with  these  lakes  is  virtually  over,  but 
the  angling  season  will  not  open  until  March  1.  There 
never  was  a  brighter  prospect  for  fishing,  as  the  spawning 
operations  were  most  successful,  and  the  supply  of  salmon 
and  trout  is  abundant.  The  season  opens  in  the  Drogheda 
district  on  the  12th,  and  good  sport  is  anticipated. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Feb.  18.    Tides  decrease  to  Wednesday — the  lowest  tide. 


Scarborough 

Yarmouth  .. 
Lowestoft  .. 
Aldeburgh  .. 
Harwich   


Southend,  Sheer- 
ness.  and  Leigh  J 

Margate,  Broad-') 
stairs,  (SiBams- 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  , 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  j 


Newhaven 
Shoreham 


Portsmouth  and") 
Eayling  Island  j 


Chichester   

Bournemouth . 
Plymouth  


Sat. 

Snn. 

Men, 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

7.32 
p.m. 

7.53 

a.m. 

8.10 
p.m. 
8.41 

a.m. 

0.  8 
p.m. 

9.38 

a.m. 
10.14 
p,m, 
10.56 

a.m. 

11.41 
p.m. 

a.m. 

0.27 
p.m. 
1.11 

a.m. 
1.51 
p.m. 
2.2^3 

0.1.5 
0.34 

0  53 
1.13 

1.35 
2.  0 

2.27 
3.  1 

3.43 
4.33 

5.23 
6.  9 

6.49 
7.25 

0.57 
1.16 

1.35 
1..55 

2.17 
2.31 

3.  9 
3.43 

4,25 
-3.15 

G.  5 
6.51 

7.  -31 

8.  7 

1.46 
2.  5 

2.24 
2.44 

3.  6 

3.30 

3.-58 
4.32 

5.14 
6.  4 

6,54 
7.40 

8.20 
8.56 

3.  9 
3.27 

3.46 
4.  5 

4.26 
4  52 

-5.21 

5,40 

0  36 
7  23 

8.15 

9.  0 

9.42 
10.20 

3.55 
4.13 

4.o2 
4.54 

5^44 

6.14 

6.50 

7.34 
8.23 

9.13 
10.  0 

10.41 
11.15 

2,57 
3.15 

3.35 
3.55 

4,19 

4.45- 

5.15 

5.48 

G.29 
7.18 

8.  8 
8.55 

9.37 
10.14 

2.24 
2.43 

3.  4 
3.20 

3.49 
4.15 

4,45 
5.20 

6.  1 

0  46 

7.33 
8  IB 

8.52 
9.25 

2.  4 

2.23 

2.44 
3.  0 

3.30 
3.55 

4.25 
5.  0 

5.41 
6.26 

7.13 
7.56 

8.33 
9.  5 

2..32 
2.51 

3.12 
3.-34 

3.57 
4.23 

4.53 
5.28 

6.  9 
6.54 

7.41 
8.24 

9.  1 
9.33 

2.18 
2.39 

3.  0 
3.22 

3.48 
4,19 

4.55 
5.36 

6.25 
7.17 

8.  8 
8.51 

9.24 
9!  53 

2.49 
3.  8 

3.29 
3.51 

4.14 
4.40 

5.10 
5.45 

6,26 
7.11 

7.58 
8.41 

9.18 
9.50 

2.50 
3.10 

3.29 
3.50 

4,14 
4.42 

5.12 
5.. 51 

6.39 
7.25 

8.14 
8.-58 

9.38 
10.10 

2.35 
2.55 

3,10 
3.38 

4.  1 

4.28 

5.  0 
5.39 

6.25 
7.13 

8.  1 
8.46 

9  24 
9.56 

0.  4 

0.24 

0.  44 

1.  6 

L29 
1.56 

2.28 
3.  7 

3.53 
4.41 

5.29 
6.14 

6.52 
7.24 

9.  7 
9.25 

9.45 
10.  8 

10.32 
10.59 

11.30 

0.  9 
0.55 

1.43 
2.29 

3.15 
3.50 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  telegeaph.— Friday,  9.39  a.m. 

■Ramsgate. — Fine,  cloudy;  smooth;  S.W. 
Margate. — Fine,  cloudy ;  smooth ;  S.W. 
Folkestone. — Fine,  cloudy  ;  smooth  ;  S.W. 
Dover. — Fine,  cloudy;  smooth;  S.W, 
Hastings. — Dull ;  smooth  ;  S.W. 
Deal. — Cloudy;  smooth;  S.W. 
Hythe. — Dull;  moderate;  S.W. 


Ballinskellig[s. — Good  sport  has  been  had  at  and 
around  this  station  since  Tuesday,  when  the  weather 
assumed  a  very  seasonable  aspect.  Pollack  anglers  out  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Horse  Island  had  splendid  sport  on 
Monday.  Four  amateurs,  out  for  about  five  hours,  caught 
eighty-seven  fine  pollack,  all  using  the  red  rubber  eel. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore  (co.  Cork). — Since  Jlonday  the  weather 
has  shown  a  decided  improvement,  and  anglers  have 
resumed  pollack  fishing  with  much  success  in  the  more 
northern  parts. — T.  J.  D. 

Castletown. — The  weather  has  at  last  assumed  a  very 
seasonable  aspect.  Not  much,  however,  has  been  done  in 
the  angling  line  up  to  time  of  reporting. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — The  strong  north  wind  which  set 
in  on  Friday,  4th,  materially  thickened  the  water,  and 
rendered  fishing  of  any  sort  the  reverse  of  pleasant. 
Nothing  was  taken  from  the  pier  on  the  last  two  days  of 
the  week,  and  on  the  first  of  the  present  week  Messrs. 
Linton,  Smythe,  and  More  only  oaughC  about  half  a  dozen 
between  them.  Little  was  done  on  Monday  morning,  but 
during  the  afternoon  and  evening  Messrs.  Filmer,  Brooks, 
Bushnell,  and  G.  Wood  had  a  little  sport,  Mrs.  Bushnell 
taking,  among  others,  a  small  cod  of  '>\lh.  The  pleasant 
sunshine  on  Tuesday  brought  out  eight  anglers,  each  of 
whom  had  a  good  number  of  small  pouting,  dabs,  whiting, 
and  codling,  but  nothing  of  any  size  was  taken.  Matters 
somewhat  improved  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  nearly  two 
score  of  dabs,  together  with  a  large  number  of  pouting 
and  small  cod  ling,  have  been  caught.  Two  boats  returned 
to  shore  this  afternoon  with  a  splendid  lot  of  cod  and 
codling,  taken  by  them  under  the  high  land  to  the  south  of 
this  station. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal. — O^-ing  to  the  strong  winds  that  have  been 
blowing  and  the  water  thick  nothing  has  been  done  in  the 
way  of  fishing  worth  mentioning.  However,  yesterday 
one  boat  brought  in  one  and  a  half  score  codling,  and  to- 
day the  highest  boat  brought  in  two  score  codling,  and  one 


boat  a  few  codling  and  nine  whiting.  If  weather  keeps 
moderate,  the  tides  suit  well  for  latter  part  of  week,  also 
early  part  of  next  week.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  on 
the  pier.— Edwd.  Hanger. 

Plymouth. — If  this  weather  lasts  we  shall  certainly 
commence  to  see  about  fitting  out  our  yachts  and  boats  ; 
the  season  seems  so  far  advanced.  Pollack  are  still  being 
taken,  but  not  in  great  numbers,  but  they  are  caught 
closer  inshore  during  this  last  week.  Mullet  are  still  on 
the  feed  in  the  Great  Western  Docks,  and  aflord  good  sport 
to  thoso  who  do  not  mind  thi.'  cold.  The  best  rig  is  the 
paternoster  and  Nos.  8  or  9  hooks,  baitod  with  small  bits 
of  ragworm. — W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at  this  station 
at  pollack,  one  local  professional,  T.  Casey,  getting  thirty- 
three  good  fish  one  day  on  the  harbour  side  of  Begnish 
Island.  A  large  number  of  congers  have  been  had  by 
trammels. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  fixtures. 

February  13.   

Albert  Piscatorials :  Match  at  Datchet. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Monthly  outing. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Roving  match. 

Blackfriars  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Burlington  :  Outing. 

Camden  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

Campbell  United  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Prize  outing. 

Dalston  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  :  Outing. 

Earlsfield  :  Match  at  Byfleet. 

Friendship  :  Outing  to  Cheshunt. 

Hoxton  Brothers :  Match  at  Henley. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

Mildmay  :  Annual  dinner. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Match  on  the  Lea, 

Royal  Oak  :  Roving  match. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Waggoners  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Walworth  Waltonians :  Outing. 

Westminster  :  Match  at  Rye  House, 

United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea, 
February  14. 

Camden  :  Smoking  concert. 

Hearts  of  Oak:  A.B.S.  concert. 

Piscatorial  Society:  Paper  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgeman, 

Prince  of  Wales  :  Benefit  concert, 
February  15. 

Alma :  I?enefit  concert. 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 

Queen's  Piscatoiials  :  Visit. 

Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
February  16. 

Fly  Fishers'  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing  and  supper, 
February  17. 

Walton  and  Cotton  :  Annual  dinner, 
February  18. 

Reading  Angling  Association ;  Annual  dinner, 
February  19, 

Lychnobitss :  Benefit  concert. 


Feb, 


20.  - 

21.  - 
21.- 

21.  - 

22.  - 
22.- 
22!- 

22.  - 
22.. 
22!- 

23.  - 

24.  - 
27.- 
27.- 
27.- 

27.  - 

28.  - 


March  1. 
1. 


„  18. 

„  24.' 
April  21.- 


-North-East  Brothers  :  Outing. 

-Clissold :  Benefit  concert. 

-Walham  Green :  Visit. 

-West  Ham  Brothers  :  Visit. 

-Allason  United  Brothers :  A.B.S.  concert. 

-Collingwood  :  Concert. 

-Good  Intent :  Annual  supper. 

-Original  Alexandra  :  Annual  supper, 

-St.  John's :  Visit. 

-Wenlock  :  Visit. 

-Highbury  :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Close. 

-Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Smoking  concert. 

-Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 

-Clapham  Junction  :  Competition  at  Wraysbury. 

-Cobden  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

-Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

-Piscatorial  Society:  Paper  by  Mr.  R.'  B. 

Marston  on  "  Fishing  in  India." 
-Anchor  :  T.R.A,  conceit  and  presentation. 
-Serapis  :  Lantern  lecture  by  "  Straw  Hat," 
-Bomore  :  Visit. 

-Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner, 
-Queen's  Piscatorials  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
-T.A.P.S. :  River  keepers'  dinner. 
-Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Smoking  eonoert. 
-Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  meeting. 


Eepoxts  from  Chi&s 

TFe  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports:  mugt 
reach  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Bveningf.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunsta7i's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,  —  The  next  Finance  Com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening, 
Feb.  14,  at  7.30,  and  the  General  Committee  at  8.30.— E, 
Ghi'Rney. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  Presertatiox  Week. — 
Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  ackoowledge,  with  thanks, 
the  receipt  of  10s.  from  the  members  of  the  West  Greea 
A.S.,  and  7s.  M.  from  the  Bermondsey  Brothers, — R, 
Ghueney. 
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Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District) 
Visiting  List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took 
place  on  Feb.  7,  at  the  St.  Alban's  A.S.,  Rising  Sun, 
Prinos's-road,  Kennington,  when  twelve  clubs  were  well 
represented.  TLe  next  visit  goes  to  the- Waggoners'  A.S., 
Whits  Lion,  Albert  Embankment,  S.E.  Date  nest  week. 
— A.  Painter. 

Albext  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance  Tavern, 
Vassal-road,  Brixton,  S.W.— On  Feb.  (>  Mr.  Lidbetter 
and  Mr.  Barnes  weighed-in  some  fine  roach  from  Datchet. 
On  Feb.  IH  we  have  a  roving  compstition,  and  I  trust  all 
members  will  try  to  compete. — William  Eyke. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  SocietYf 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. 
— Messrs.  Ben  Abrahams,  H.  Smith,  and  G.  Blades 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  on  Feb.  0,  from  the  Thames. 
Our  A.B.  concert  promises  to  be  a  gigantic  success,  as  the 
members  of  the  musicil  society  held  at  the  above  house 
have  signified  their  intention  of  being  present  on  this 
benevolent  cause.  The  concert  takes  place  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  22,  to  commence  at  8.30  p.m.  Our  room  holds  200. 
Upwards  of  twenty-five  artists. — Bun  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields. — On  Feb.  C  Mr.  Drew 
weighed-iu  rcajh.  On  Feb.  15  Mr.  Dyer  takes  a  benefit. 
I  hope  to  see  him  well  supported  by  members  and  friends. 
Mr.  Dyer  has  always  been  one  of  the  first  to  assist  others. 
— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury. — We  had  a  good  meeting 
last  Wednesday.  Members  please  mte  that  business 
commences  at  nine  o'clock  sharp  Wednesday  evenings. 
Please  attend  next  Wednssday,  as  business  of  importance 
has  to  be  settled. — G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — The  usual  monthly  outing  will 
take  place  on  Feb.  13,  anywhere  iu  the  Thames,  All 
members  to  start  on  the  morning. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — In  the  prize  outing  at 
Woking  Mr.  Bruton  took  first  prize,  Mr.  Brent  second, 
and  specimen  roach  lib.  iloz.  The  next  prize  outing  takes 
place  on  Feb.  13,  at  Datchet,  cease  fishing  at  (i  p.m. — 
G.  H.  Allex. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — On  Feb.  6  Messrs. 
W.  Thomas,  Diiag,  Addison,  Ireland,  and  Mead  weighed- 
in  some  g3od  chub,  roach,  and  dace;  the  last  named 
having  a  rare  specimen  of  tho  blue  roach.  A  special 
meeting  will  iake  place  next  Tuesday  for  important 
business.  Members  are  reminded  of  open  roving  match, 
Feb.  13  next;  jack  barred. — A.  .Tenkins. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Since  my  last  report  Mr.  Merry- 
gold  has  weighed-in  roach  and  chub.  I  wish  to  remind 
members  not  present  last  Wednesday  that  we  fish  our 
February  naatch  at  St.  Margaret's  on  Feb.  13.  Condi- 
tions :  Roving ;  towpath  only ;  all  to  leave  by  the  8.5 
train,  and  return  by  the  7.15  from  St.  Margaret's.  Our 
new  host,  Mr.  E.  J.  Slingsbury,  jun.,  has  been  elected  a 
working  member. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Feb.  9  Mr. 
J.  Pailes  weighed-in  roach,  21b.  7ioz.  (one  roach  weighing 
lib.  4ioz.).  The  quarterly  peg-dtwa match  takes  place  on 
Feb.  13,  at  Cookham,  when  we  fish  for  four  prizes  under 
the  usual  conditions  ;  cease  fishing  at  6  p.m. — T.  Pater- 
noster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Notting  Hill. — On  Feb.  6  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Mesjrs.  Cowen,  three  nice  jack;  P.  Harley,  tvojick; 
F.  Cullen,  one  jack,  from  Drayton.  I  hope  members 
will  favour  us  with  their  presence  next  Tuesday,  the  same 
as  they  did  on  the  1st,  as  we  have  some  very  important 
business  to  discuss.  Club  secretaries  please  notice  our 
return  visit  takes  place  on  March  7,  when  we  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster. — H.  Dagworthy. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.— On  Feb.  6  Mr.  P.  Loft  weighed-in  pike 
and  perch  (heaviest  pike,  loz.  short  of  171b.)  ;  Mr.  J. 
.French,  pike  ;  Mr.  Elsworthy,  sen.,  pike,  from  the  Stort. 
Will  members  please  turn  up  in  full  force  for  business 
regarding  incidental  fund  and  other  important  business 
next  Tuesday  night. — P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Tovm,  N.W. — We  have  a  smoking  concert 
on  Feb.  14  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  T.A.P.S. ;  ladies 
invited.  Mr,  Adams,  chairman ;  JMr.  A.  CI.  Hoodless,  vice. 
The  train  for  our  outing  to  Bourne  End,  on  Feb.  13, 
leaves  Paddington  8.40. — E.  Boxall. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  High-road,  Kilburn. — On  Feb.  C  Messrs. 
J.  Tanner,  G.  Tanner,  and  J.  Bgwry  weighed-in  roach  and 
dace.  On  Feb.  13  we  fish  at  Cookham  ;  roving  ;  tow-path 
only  ;  two  rods ;  all  fith  to  weigh ;  to  catch  own  baits  ;  and 
go  by  first  train  on  the  morning.  No  prize  to  ba  taken 
with  less  than  lib.  of  fish. — A.  Quick. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  on  this 
list  was  to  the  St.  Alban's  A.S.,  held  at  the  Rising  Sun, 
Prince's-road,  Kennington,  on  Monday  last.  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Gallaway,  host  of  the  Royal 
George  A. S.,  who  had  chartered  a  brake  for  a  big  con- 
tingent of  his  club  members.  Some  excellent  talent  was 
provided,  and  greatly  enjoyed  by  those  present.  On  the 
roll  being  called  by  Mr.  Wade,  eighteen  clubs  responded. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Waltiam  Green  A.S.  ;  date 
later.— W. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Unite  1  Visiting 
List. — A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Foley  A.S.  on 
Thursday  evening,  Feb.  3,  Mr.  G.  Keene  in  the  chair, 
faoed  by  Mr.  Gibbons.  Ten  societies  were  well  represented. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's 


Arms,  1a,  Chapel-street,  Marylebone-road ;  date  later. 
This  will  be  their  first  visit  on  this  list. — P.  Castkll. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
The  members  of  this  society  will  fish  a  roving  match  on 
Feb.  27,  for  four  prizes,  at  Wraysbury.  Boundary,  from 
Old  Weir  Lock  to  Albert  Bridge  ;  tow-path  only ;  jack 
and  gudgeon  barred. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W. — In  our  last  prize  outing 
only  one  small  jack  was  taken.  We  fish  for  three  prizes 
on  Feb.  13  ;  said  match  to  be  op3n,  roving ;  jask  and  punts 
barred.  I  should  like  to  see  all  members  compste,  and 
alsD  attend  liext  Tuesday  to  arrange  furthar  prize  outings. 
— S.  Violet. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
Feb.  6  very  poor  shows  were  the  order,  by  Messrs.  J. 
Reddel,  E.  Baxter,  A.  Howland,  and  T.  Twyman.  On 
Feb.  27  the  last  club  match  of  the  season  will  take  plac3 
at  Bourne  End.  Go  by  8.43  from  Westbourne  Park,  to 
register  names  on  arrifal  ;  two  rcds;  all  fish  to  weigh  ; 
each  member  to  catch  his  own  live  ba  t  ;  to  register  fish  at 
the  Walnut  Tree  Hotel  not  later  than  7  o'clock,  and 
return  by  the  7.42. — T.  Twym4N. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brovmlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Feb.  8  our  concert  in  aid 
of  the  A.B.S.  proved  successful  as  regards  the  (irtiftcis, 
who  so  kindly  gave  their  services,  viz.,  Mesdames  Maud 
Granville,  Lilly  Herbert,  Ethel  St.  Clair,  and  Madame  St. 
Clair;  Messrs.  H.  Anderson,  E.  Mosetlale,  Harry  King, 
Will  Hawkins,  G.  Richards,  G.  Vincent,  Fred  Simpson, 
J.  Musgrave,  C.  Pocock,  11.  Edwards,  G.  Wilson,  &o.  I 
am  sorry  the  collection  [did  not  reach  anticipations.  On 
Feb.  13  we  fish  a  match  at  Ware,  members  to  travel  by 
the  8.5  and  9.!»  from  Liverpool-street. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Several  members  were  out 
last  few  days,  and  the  following  successfully  showed  :  Mr. 
Atkinson,  six  jack  (largest,  151b.),  Shiplake,  now  being  set 
up;  Mr.  Ansell,  jack,  2|lb.  ;  Mr.  Bennett,  jack,  41b.; 
Mr.  Elton,  roach.  Shall  be  glad  to  see  all  members  show 
up  as  much  as  possible. — H.  Brock. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  HoUoway-road,  N. — Several  members  weighed-in 
on  Feb.  9  and  10,  including  several  nice  jack,  caught  in 
the  Thames.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  outing 
on  the  13th  ;  Paddington,  Oo'clock  train. — A.  Clayton. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — During  the  week  the 
following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Buck,  jack,  131b.  7oz. ; 
G.  Jenkins,  jack,  101b.  Ooz.  ;  Barker,  nic3  show  of  dace  ; 
Tucker,  roach  ;  and  Collins,  dace.— W.  Jenkins. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Our  outing  on  Feb  0  resulted  in  ablank, 
the  water  being  very  bright  and  the  takes  small.  The 
largest  fish  was  taken  by  Mr.  Matthews,  who  had  a  perch 
of  12oz.  Wc  have  an  outing  on  Feb.  13,  atByfleet;  as  we 
are  competing  for  special  prizes,  and  big  outing  is  antici- 
pated. Train  leaves  Clapham  Junction  8.40  a.m  ;  all  fish 
to  weigh. — A.  Traquair. 

Pirm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HUlingdon-street,  Walworth. — On  Jan.  30  Mr.  T.  Rosser, 
C.  Rosser,  and  A.  Rosser  had  a  fine  show  of  roach,  perch, 
and  dace  ;  and  Mr.  Hatch  had  a  nice  jack ;  and  on  Feb.  C 
Mr.  T.  Rosser  weighed-in  dace ;  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Risebrook 
a  fine  specimen  jack,  weighing  161b.  3o^.,  from  Pul- 
borough.  We  had  a  good  muster  of  members  present  at 
our  last  meeting,  and  some  important  business  was 
transacted. — T.  Rosseb. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — At  our  last  outing  sport  was 
very  poor.  We  have  arranged  a  competition  to  last  to 
end  of  February,  for  three  prizes,  lOs.,  63.,  and  43.;  for 
heaviest  gross  weights  of  any  one  day. — C.  S.  C. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Kussell,  Isledon-road, 
N. — Our  prizes  were  won  Feb.  6  by  Mr.  C.  Ellis,  jun.,  and 
Mr.  K.  Slade.  Messrs.  Hume,  Evans,  and  Calicut  also 
weighed-in.  The  principal  sport  during  the  past  week 
was  between  four  of  our  members,  who  were  presented 
with  heirs,  Mr.  C.  Ellis  taking  first  prize  with  a  brace. — 
W.  Lawrence. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.  —  The  members  fished  at 
St.  Margaret's  on  Feb.  6  for  ten  prizes,  but  only  three 
were  taken.  The  members  will  fish  the  same  place  on 
Feb.  13  for  the  remainder  ;  same  conditions.  Our  twenty- 
sixth  annual  supper  will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on 
Feb.  22.  Mr.  J.  Williams,  chairman  ;  and  Mr,  W.  Hall, 
vice-chair. — R.  Murphy. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  There 
were  only  four  members  had  fish  on  Feb.  G,  and  the  shows 
were  very  small.  We  hid  two  nice  shows  of  roach 
weighed-iu  on  Tuesday  by  Messrs.  King  and  Ellins,  the 
former  having  seven,  weighing  from  lib.  2oz.  to  21b.  Ojoz. ; 
the  latter  had  nice,  largest  lib.  lloz.,  and  seven  of  the 
others  weighed  over  lib.  each.  Messrs.  Bourlet  and 
Glaister  also  had  fish  from  the  Thames.    The  Sunday 


"  A  Mixed  Bas." — A  Pocket  Book  for  Anglers  and  Ramblers. 
In  crown  12mo.,  buckram,  '2s.  6d.  Let;  paper  covers,  1b.  CiiJ.net. 
A  Mixed  Big:  A  Mfiiley  of  Angiing  Stories  and  Sketches,  by 
"  Ked  Spinner,"  Author  of  "Near  anil  Far,  '  "  By  Stream  and 
Sea,''  ''Travel  and  Trout,"  '-Waterside  Sketche.s,"  "Notable 
Shipwrecks,"  "  The  Thames  from  Oxford  to  the  Pool,"  &c. 
Contents:  Part  I.— Some  Storiettes:  The  Man  with  the  Bag — 
My  Costly  Salmon — The  Demon  Trout — His  Great  Catch— 
A  Murderous  Home-Ruler — A  Notorions  Pike — The  Kector'B 
Daughter— Lottie's  Carp— The  Admiral's  Punt — The  Laird's  Cast 
— A  Legendary  Cfrayling.  Part  II. — The  Circle  of  the  Year. — 
The  First  Month— Lenten  Days— The  Time  of  Daffodils— Proud- 
Pied  April— The  llerrie  Month— The  Time  of  Roses— The  Dog 
Days  —  The  Lanimas-tide  Month — Mellow  September  —  Old 
Octobtr— A  Casual  Winter  Day.  London:  Horace  Cox,  Windsor 
House,  Bream's-building,  E.C. 


outing  is  on  March  1,  and  the  Tuesday  one  on  Feb.  28 
inst.  ;  go  where  you  please.  There  are  several  good 
prizes. — J.  S.  L.\wford. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Te  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — I  hope  members  will  not 
forget  that  Feb.  14  is  the  date  of  the  A.B.S.  concert,  and 
that  we  fish  a  pegged-down  match  between  Ware  Lock 
and  Engine  House  ;  commence  fishing  at  10.30,  leave  off 
at  5.30,  and  show  fish  at  Ware  Bridge  at  615.— C. 

SiMITH.. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — Although  the  tales  of  fiah 
on  Feb.  fi  were  very  small,  onr  outing  at  Pangbonrne  was 
quite  a  success.  Mr.  Attwood  secured  first  place  with  a 
roach  14|oz. ;  and  the  brothers  Parsons  came  in  second 
and  third.  Our  vice-president  (Mr.  J.  B.  Close)  has 
kindly  consented  to  read  a  paper  at  the  clubhouse  on 
Feb.  23,  8  30  sharp,  on  "Fishing  in  our  Public  Parks." 
All  members  should  attend  and  hear  this  instructive 
reading.  On  the  9th,  G.  Parsons  brought  up  a  nice  bag 
of  chub,  roach,  and  dace  from  the  Kennet. — E.  W. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — On  Feb.  G,  Messrs. 
T.  Sowerbutts  weighed-in  jack ;  J.  Huntley,  jack ; 
H.  Bailey,  jack  and  perch;  J.  Wiltshire,  roach.  The 
members  will  fish  for  seven  prizes  at  Henley  on  Feb.  13. 
Mr.  F.  Newton  will  occupy  the  chair  on  Tuesday  evening 
next,  Feb.  15,  at  the  Original  Alexandra  A.S.  smoking 
concert. — JoJiNNY. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  match  at  Cookham  on  the 
6th  resulted  as  follows ;  Mr.  Holder,  first;  Mr.  Burwash, 
second ;  Mr.  Wilks,  third ;  Mr.  Goddard,  fourth.  On 
Tuesday  last  Mr.  Searle  was  duly  elected,  and  our  dele- 
gate gave  his  report  of  the  Central  meeting. — J.  H.. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — We  compete 
for  three  special  prizes  on  Feb.  13  at  King's  Langley. 
There  are  also  two  specials  to  be  competed  for  on  Feb.  10, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters 
(privata  waters  barred).  The  members  will  have  a  tripe 
supper  on  Feb.  16.  Those  who  intend  being  present  kindly 
send  in  their  names  not  later  than  Feb.  13  ;  supper  will  be 
served  at  8.30  sharp. — H.  B. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  Feb.  6  the  following 
members  showed  fish  :  Messrs.  White,  roach  and  bream  ; 
Bowley,  roach ;  Briley  and  Biggs,  roach  ;  each  winning  a 
prize.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  next  week  to  arrange 
last  match  of  the  season.  A  benefit  coucsrt  has  been 
arranged  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Manby,  and  I  hope  members 
will  do  their  best  to  make  it  a  great  success. — W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — We  have  had  a  week  of  bad  weather, 
strong  witds,  hail,  snow,  and  cold  preventing  anglers  from 
venturing  forth,  and  there  is  consequently  a  dearth  of 
ntws ;  and,  in  fact,  I  have  nothing  to  report,  but  hope 
for  a  better  state  of  things  nest  week. — R.  Wooi.fall. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — Sport  in  the  Langford 
waters  has  been  very  limited  recently.  We  have  a 
smoking  concert  at  the  Half  Moon  Inn,  Heybridga,  on 
Feb.  12.  Will  members  and  friends  make  an  effort  to 
attend  and  make  it  a  pleasant  evening. — F.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N. — The  thirteenth  annual  dinner  of  this 
society,  held  here  on  Tuesday  last,  was  a  grand  success. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  our  president,  Mr.  Harold 
W.  Lane,  the  vice-chairman's  duties  being  divided 
by  Messrs.  J.  A.  Strachan  (vice-president)  and  S.  R. 
Renant.  An  excellent  repist  was  put  on  in  Al  style  by 
Mrs.  Courtin  (our  hostess),  whose  kindness  and  amiability 
was  enthusiastically  acknowledged  during  the  evening. 
Speech  making  was  not  allowed,  so  after  "  The  Queen" 
harmony  and  the  best  of  good  fellowchip  reigned  supreme 
ULtU  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  Of  those  who  con- 
tributed to  a  really  splendid  concert  the  following  deserve 
special  mention :  Messrs.  Percy  Bell,  Fred  Daniells, 
Edgar  Banks,  S.  Renant,  E.  Skerton,  P.  P.  Wigginton, 
M.  Stockdale  (tlnte),  C.  Billing,  H.  W.  Lane,  Fred  Wilson, 
Harry  Hall,  and  Bob  Dennant.  A  thoroughly  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  This  was  particularly  gratifying  to 
those  who  had  taken  pains  to  make  if;  so.  Members 
going  to  Sb.  Neot's  next  Saturday  evening,  please  note 
train— 7.7  Finsbury  Park.— A.  E.  Hendon. 

aiitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — On  Feb.  6  Mr.  Harnock 
weighed-in  chub.  On  the  7th  our  T.A.P.S.  conceit  was 
a  success  ;  the  box  containedjlis.  Mr.  R.  Lummes  took 
the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  C.  Pain.  Will  members  please 
attend  next  meeting  night  ? — A.  Toplis. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Feb.  6 
Messrs.  J.  Eaton  and  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  weighed-in  for  prizes. 
Special  meeting  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  10,  when  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster.  Feb.  20,  outing.  Two  new  members 
were  made  last  meeting  night. — A.  Lewis. 

Original  Clerken-vrell  Piscatorial  Society, 
George  the  Fourth,  Gosw ell-road. —On  Feb.  0  Mr.  Gowar 
weighed-in  a  pike  8Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Woods  a  chub  5ib. — A. 
Hill. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — We  had  a  grand  attendance  at  our  return 
visit  on  the  8th  inst.,  the  chairs  bsing  occupied  by  Mr.  W. 
Skeggs  and  Mr.  C.  Coldwell.  Ten  clubs  answered  the 
roll  0 ill.  Durirg  the  evening  the  following  gentlemen 
rendered  some  excellent  harmony  :  Messrs.  C.  Spircow, 
Howard,  Hurch,  Bell,  Pemberton,  Popham,  Hunt, 
Mecham,  Ha'l,  G.  Letch,  Coppin,  and  Yapp.  The 
Benevolent  box  on  being  opened  by  Mr.  Franklin  was 
found  to  contaiQ  £1  lis.  6d.— W.  S. 
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Phoenix  Ang'ling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancraa- 

road,  ISr.W. — At  Shiplake,  on  Feb.  G,  the  three  prizes  were 
tikeu  by  Messrs.  Milton,  Bouffler,  and  Brooker.  Tayler 
hid  fish.  The  last  two  prizes  of  the  season,  presented  by 
Ben  Forster  and  Son,  will  be  fished  for  as  first  and  second 
gross  weights  from  now  till  March  14.  Will  members  all 
show  up  next  week  ;  important  basiness. — E.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angfling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  —  Mr.  Davis  has 
been  among  the  jack  lately  ;  on  the  30th  ult.  having  fish  of 
51b.  and  81b.,  and  on  Feb.  G  fish  of  Tib.  and  -IJlb.,  other 
members  weighing-in  roach  and  dace.  The  benefit  c  mcert 
for  the  widow  of  our  late  member,  Mr.  Clajdou,  is  fixed 
for  Feb.  14,  whtn  we  hope  to  be  supported  by  old  anglers 
acd  friends. — W.  B. 

Kose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Harcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street.— We  had  a  poar  show  of  fish  on 
Feb.  6,  but  a  specimen  chub  was  on  the  table.  A  general 
meeting  is  called  for  next  Monday,  when  I  hope  to  see  all 
the  members. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society.  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  Feb.  G  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  AVebber,  Steptoe,  and  Gibbons.  On  Mondiy 
last  we  paid  a  visit  to  the  St.  Alban's,  and  attended  ia 
strong  force.  Mr.  Gallaway,  our  host,  ofiiciated  as 
chairman,  and  the  concert  was  a  thorough  success. — 
J.  Gibbons. 

Boyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow.— On  Feb.  G  our  members  had  but  little 
sport.  Mr.  C.  Toye  caught  perch,  which  entitled  him  to 
a  prize.  On  Feb.  lo  four  prizes  are  available  to  be  fished 
for,  and  members  have  the  option  of  going  where  they 
please. — F.  Pignatelli. 

Sfc.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Ei  sing  Sun, 
Pnnce  g-road,  Kennington  Cross.— Our  combined  visit  on 
the  Central  and  Anglers'  Association  Lists  on  Monday, 
Feb.  7,  was  very  successful,  seventeen  clubs  being 
represented.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  E.  Gallaway, 
host  of  the  Eojal  George  A.S.,  Soho,  whose  society  was 
grandly  represented  by  eighteen  members.  A  special 
meeting  for  next  Wednesday,  Feb.  16,  at  9.30  sharp,  is 
called.— H.  Allan. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Hart  Hotel, 
High-street,  Stoke  Newington,  N.—Mr.  Alfred  Jardine, 
our  president,  has  just  captured  a  brace  of  fine  peic'i  on 
gut  pitemoster  tackle  with  worm  bait,  and  sent  them  to 
Messrs.  John  Cooper  and  Sons  for  preservation.  They 
weighed  respectively  31b.  8oz.  and  3ib.  4  z.,  and  weie 
parlisularly  thick  built,  "  hog-backed  "  fish,  with  very 
perfect  dorsal  fins;  the  pectorals  and  ventral  fius  were 
brilliant  in  colour,  and  they  will  make  a  tandiome 
addition  to  oar  mnsaum  of  specimen  fish.  Mr.  J. 
.Teffery'g  ("  Straw  Hat ")  lantern-illustrated  lecture," 
'  The  Thames,"  is  fixed  for  Tuesday,  March  1.  We  have 
numerous  applications  for  admission  tickets,  and  our 
spacious  club-room  is  likely  to  be  filled  to  overflowing. 
Our  president  will  take  the  chair  at  7.45  p.m.,  and  we 
request  Serapis  members,  also  our  visitors— to  whom  we 
extend  a  hearty  welcome— to  be  punctual.— Ch^bles 
Tilbury. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Fcley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— Our  smoking 
concert  was  a  great  success,  and  some  capital  songs,  &a 
we.-e  rendered.  I  thank  all  brothers  and  frie nds  for  their 
attend.=n;e.  On  Feb.  6  the  following  w.n<'hed-in  ■  W 
Aldis,  jack,  14lb.  3oz.  ;  WeUs,  roach,  lib.  ojoz.;  James 
Petne,  rcash,  8fcz.  Our  next  outing  -Rill  take  place  at 
Shiplake  on  Feb.  13.  First  train;  usual  conditions,  bar 
punt.— W.  Aldis. 

Sociable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  Felix-street,  Cambridge  Heath.— On  Feb.  6 
no  fish  were  weighed-in.  On  the  7ch  our  return  viti;  was 
well  represented  by  twelve  clubs,  ani  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  spent.  I  thank  those  who  helped  to  make  our 
visih  such  R.  success. — T.  Jonfs. 

South  Iiondon  United  An  jlers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  go  to  the  Waggoners' 
AS.,  White  Lion,  Albert  Embankment,  S.E.,  in  pla-e  of 
the  Peckham  Brothsrs  A.S.,  who  decided  not  to  htll 
their  vis  t.    Date  neit  week.— Alf  Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  RhodesweU- 
road,  Stepney.— Mr.  C.  Ehren  saved  us  from  a 
b.ank  on  Feb.  6  with  a  nice  show  of  perch.  Others  had 
nsh,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in.— W.  Woodford 

Sundial  Angling  Sotiaty,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W.— On  Feb.  3  we 
hid  a  smoking  concert  and  distribution  of  Chiistmas 
competition  pnzes.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  W. 
Holli(Jay,  assisted  by  Mr.  H.  T.  Broadway  and  M'-  A 
Maynard  (our  host).  The  concert  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  C.  Chalk,  C.  Brace,  A.  Stewart,  D.  A.  Parker, 
A.  KoyJe,  H.  Way,  H.  Broadway,  and  C.  Sampson.  The 
dutribution  of  prizes  followed  the  singing.  Included  in 
^«  ?\st  of  prizjs  was  a  gold  watch,  given  by  Mr.  W. 
MoUiday,  and  one  guinea  each  from  Mr.  A.  Maynaid  and 
Mr.  H.  Broadway.  The  harmony  of  the  evening  was 
bronthi  to  a  close  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
vice-chairinan,  and  donors  of  piizes.  Next  Tuesday  we 
make  final  arrangements  for  a  club  outing  for  Feb.  20. 
After  the  ordinary  business  of  the  meeting  there  will  ba  a 
special  meehng  coaceriiig  the  fishery.— E.  Jennings 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
ttoman-road  — Several  members  fished  at  Pangbourne  on 
i-eb.  .i,  tor  four  prizes.  Eoach  were  dead  off,  and  only 
two  ot  the  prizes  were  taken,  and  these  wlt'a  less  than  lib. 
offish.— Thos.  F.  Ward. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
^-mbankment.— We  fished  a  match  on  Feb.  6  at  Datchet. 
Several  had  fish,  bnt  not  the  stipulated  weight.  The  prizes 
are  to  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  13,  open,  roving;  anywhere  • 
Dut  same  conditions.  We  take  a  visit  on  the  S.L  U  V  L 
f^r.l^  Tuesday,  March  1 ;  secretaries"  of 

the  aboTe  list  please  copy.— H.  C. 


Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Our  supper  outing  at 
Cookham  was  a  success.  Mr.  A.  Glass  weighed-in  roach 
and  dace,  and  Mr.  J.  Brixey,  dic3.  On  Wednesday  Mr. 
S.  W.  Brixey  was  elected  a  working  member.  We  take 
our  return  visit  on  the  Central  Association  List  on 
Monday,  Feb.  21,  when  I  trust  we  shall  havn  a  bumper. — 
('.  Wake. 

Walton   and    Cotton   Angling  Association, 

Crown  and  Woolpack,  1G2,  St.  John-street-road,  X.— 
On  Feb.  17  we  hold  cur  annual  wintjr  dinner  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  and  1  trust  there 
will  be  a  good  attendance  of  members  and  frierdi.  Some 
of  cur  members  have  been  fairly  successful  lately,  the 
foUovcing  fish  having  been  weighed-in  :  One  chub,  taken  on 
roach  tackle,  31b.  SJoz  ;  several  takes  of  roach,  121b.  each 
take  ;  eight  jack,  261b.,  and  a  great  numle  •  of  good  roach 
and  dace. — Matt.  Cdddon. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— 
A  general  outing  is  arranged  for  Feb.  13  for  several 
valuable  prizes.  All  competitors  to  take  the  8.40  a.m. 
train  from  Paddington  Station.  Four  very  nice  prizes 
were  given  to  our  society  this  week,  to  be  fished  for  this 
season.  Mr.  Brunker  wtighed-in  some  nice  chub  on 
Feb.  6.— W.  Weay. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham.— Mr.  E.  Anderson  has 
again  landed  a  nice  catch  of  chub,  two  largfst  scaling  Gib., 
gross  weight  301b.  We  attended  the  Eagle  Anglin? 
Society's  ''smoker,"  where  these  fish  were  shown. — E. 
H.nxES. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Oar  members  on 
Feb.  G  fished  a  jack  match,  but  oily  one  weighed-in  fish  : 
Mr.  G.  Pearce,  with  a  jack  101b.  lOJoz.  The  rest  of  the 
prizes  go  into  the  funds.  Our  visit  takes  place  at  the 
above  house  on  Monday,  Feb.  21,  at  8  p.m.  sharp. — E. 

LOWTHER. 

West  Iiondon  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Several  members  were  out  for  our  last 
competition,  which  proved  a  success,  our  president  coming 
in  first  with  (ilb.  5oz.;  Mr.  Coomes,  second,  fib.  3oz. ; 
Mr.  W.  Cox,  third,  41b.  loz. ;  Mr,  Martin  was  fourth; 
Mr.  Cox,  jun.,  fifth  ;  and  Mr.  Ramsay  weighed-in  a  fine 
specimen  roach.  i\Ir.  Martin  also  had  a  specimen  gudgeon, 
2ioz.  Mr.  C^x,  jun.,  was  the  winner  of  cup  for  last 
month. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Eegency-street,  S.W. — VVe  fish  our  February  match  from 
Eye  House  Bridge  to  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  on  Feb.  13, 
leaving  Liverpool  street  for  Eye  House  at  9  o'clock ; 
return  7.20  ;  two  rods,  iack  barred.- S.  H. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  170,  HartSeld-road, 
Wimbledon. — The  foitnightly  outing  on  Feb.  G  was  pooily 
attended  in  consequence  of  the  bad  weather.  Only  two 
prizes  were  won,  the  first  by  Mr.  C.  Floris,  and  the  second 
by  Mr.  J.  Furmagj.  Mr.  Floris'  catch  was  a  handsome  chub 
of  41b:  loz  ,  taken  ledgering  with  a  lob.  The  same  angler 
was  broken  with  another  heavy  fish.  The  final  match  for 
the  silver  cup  comes  off  on  club  water,  on  the  27tli  inst.  ; 
usual  train  and  conditions. — S.  Peskett. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

At  Monday's  meeting  of  the  above  society  at  the 
Hclborn  Eestaui ant,  Mr.  E.  Bradford  presiding,  ii  was 
mentioned  that  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Dawson  had 
been  trying  for  pike,  but  had  met  v^ich  indifferent  sport. 
The  last  named  gentleman  said  that  a  good  many  fish  were 
lost  through  the  heavy  growth  of  weeds  still  in  evidence  in 
the  river.  It  appeared  that  when  a.  run  was  observed,  the 
pike  would  dash  upstream  under  the  weeds,  and,  unless 
one  struck  very  hard,  there  was  little  chance  of  hooking 
the  fish ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  "  strong  pull "  might 
result  in  a  smash  up.  Three  members,  Messrs.  E.  Fore- 
man, H.  Harden,  and  C.  H.  Bywaters  reported  that  they 
had  been  salmon  fishing  on  the  opening  day  at  Eingwood  ; 
bat  although  they  had  a  most  enjoyable  time,  otherwise 
sport  was  nil.  This  was  hardly  to  be  wondered  at,  seeing, 
that  although  there  is  room  for  only  about  five  rods  on 
the  water  fished,  fifteen  anglers  were  flogging  away  when 
the  gentlemen  in  question  paid  the  place  a  visit  Next 
Monday  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgeman  will  read  a  paper  at  8  p.m. 

M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  above  society  took 
plac3  on  Tuesday  evening  last  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
Coleman -street,  E.C.,  Mr.  G.  Chambers,  J.P.,  in  the 
chair. 

The  caps  and  medals  were  then  awarded  to  the 
successful  members.  E.  J.  Chambers,  challenge  cup  ; 
Alex.  Wright,  cup  for  sea  fishing.  Medals  for  the  follow- 
ing  specimens:  E.  J.  Chambers,  pike  and  tench;  Mr. 
Hesse,  dace  ;  Mr.  Beamont,  roach  ;  Jlr.  J.  Ellis,  trout  : 
Dr.  Brunton,  grayling  ;  Mr.  Bastin,  conger ;  Mr.  Vail,  c  di 

The  following  fishing  reports  were  made  :  Mr.  Allen, 
four  br£C3  pike;  Mr.  Auckland,  pike;  Mr.  Norman, 
whiting  (Newhaven)  ;  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Beamont, 
roach  and  perch  (river  Stour) ;  Messrs.  Hicks  and  Applin, 
roach. 

Some  very  interestirg  experiences  were  given  by 
members. 

The  entertainment  committee  having  drafted  a  pro- 
gramme for  the  ensuing  half  year,  which  was  approved, 
it  wiU  be  in  the  hands  of  members  very  shortly. 

Two  gentlemen  were  proposed  for  membership.  The 
balance-sheet  of  the  society  was  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  Tayler  ("  Bed  Palmer")  has  kindly  consented  to 
read  a  paper  on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  15th.  Subject: 


"  Fly  Fishing  for  Trout,"  which  we  are  6nre  will  prore 
loth  instructive  and  interesting. 

1\n  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
March  22.  Members  requiring  tickets  will  p'ease  com- 
municate with  Alex.  Wright,  Mocrgate  Station  Chambers. 


KINGSTON  PISCA-rORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Thk  usual  fortnightly  meeting  of  the  above  society  was 
held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kiogeton,  on  Monday,  Mr, 
Pincott  Hi  1  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Eolt,  hon.  treasurer  of  the  Wimbledon 
Piscatorial?,  read  a  very  interesticg  article  before  the 
members,  entitled  "Odds  aid  Ends."  At  the  cutset  he 
explained  that,  as  this  was  his  first  appearance  amongst 
the  members,  he  had  decided  not  to  read  them  a  paper 
upon  any  set  subject,  but  rather  to  deal  briefly  with  a 
variety  of  subjects  which  might  interest  them.  He 
pointed  out  the  advantages  which  the  all-round  angler 
had  over  ths  hot  om  fisher  pure  and  simple.  Night 
fishing,  he  continued,  is  only  indulged  in  by  three 
classes  of  anglers.  Firstly,  by  those  who  have  a  very  bad 
attack  of  anglimania  ;  secondly,  those  whose  daily  avoca- 
tions prevent  them  from  pursuing  their  hobby  b;tween  the 
hours  of  sunrise  and  sunset ;  and  thirdly,  those  who  are 
determined  to  head  the  list  in  some  gross  weight  competi- 
tion, which  I  parsonally  altogether  decry,  and  put  in  the 
.-^oales  the  largest  weight  of  fish  at  the  Crab  and  Lobster 
for  the  plated  cruet  or  copper  kettle.  Few  anglers  of 
regular  habits  would  care  to  give  up  their  night's  rest  and 
home  conitorts  to  fish  in  the  dark.  Stil],  it  is  a  very 
novel  experienca,  whic'i  all  should  try  just  for  once. 
The  careful  angler  prides  himself  upon  the  condition  and 
up-to-cate  character  of  bis  tackle.  He  pays  particular 
attention  to  what  many  may  call  mere  trifles,  such,  for 
example,  as  the  preparation  of  ground-bait,  the  proper 
and  neat  shotting  of  his  lines,  and  the  building  up  of  them 
from  the  hook  to  the  rod  top.  The  careful  man,  too, 
refuses  to  pin  his  faith  to  last  season's  gut,  and  at 
once  removes  a  hook  when  it  shows  the  least  fign 
of  fraying.  A  man  is  bound  to  s'.udy  the  smallest 
detail  in  connection  with  the  craft  if  he  wishes  to 
excel  in  the  performanc3  of  it,  and  if  he  does 
this  without  going  to  the  other  extreme,  and  verging  on 
the  brink  of  fnssiness  and  old  womanism,  to  coin  a  word, 
he  cinnot  help  scoring  in  the  long  run,  aid  that  heavily, 
against  his  less  careful  brother  of  the  angle.  The  don't 
care  individual  trusts  to  luck,  won't  take  the  trouble  to 
test  his  lines  before  setting  out  on  a  tiip  or  to  replace  a 
hook  thit  is  begiuLiog  to  show  wear.  Essult,  the  first 
good  fish  ho  hits  smashes  him  up,  and  what  I  never  coald 
yet _  understand  is  why  some  mm  will  literally  glory  in 
telling  you  that  they  have  been  broken  several  tinies  by  big 
'uns.  What  shall  I  say  about  the  patient  angler  Most 
of  us  are  blessed  with  a  f&ir  stack  of  patience  or  wj should 
not  be  anglers,  but  some  have  a  larger  supply  of  it  than 
others.  Many  a  time  have  I  fished  in  the  Wey  from  nine 
in  the  morning  till  four  ia  the  a'tirnoon  without  taking 
a  fish,  but  my  patience  has  been  rewarded  at  last. 

Mr.  Eolt  then  went  on  to  refer  to  the  despicable  angler, 
the  ostentatious  angler,  the  lazy  angler,  and  the  careful 
angler,  and  at  the  close  of  his  reading  he  was  loudly 
applauded.  During  the  evening  Messrs.  Chas.  Lea, 
E.  Blake,  and  C.  Brace  provided  a  musical  treat. 


ANCHOR  FISHING  SOCIETY. 
The  general  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  at 
the  Druid's  Head,  Market-place,  on  Tuesday  evening  last 
week,  Mr.  J.  E.  E'chardson  presiding  over  a  gcod  attend- 
ance of  members.  It  was  agreed  that  all  future  meetings 
of  the  society  should  be  held  a":  the  above  house  instead  of 
the  former  headiuirters  in  Thames-s'.reet.  A  smoking 
concert  was  arranged  for  March  1,  in  aid  of  the  Thames 
Ee-stocking  Association.  The  meeting  closed  wi'h  a 
hearty  vote  of  thatks  to  the  chairman.  A  roach  com- 
petition was  held  on  Feb.  G,  when  those  members  taking 
part  had  a  viry  nice  show  of  fith.  The  followicg  were  the 
winners  ot  the  cimpetition:  Mr.  E.  C'randley,  first, 
14Joz  ;  Mr,  E.  Kempster,  second,  lOJoz. ;  Mr.  T. 
Purdue,  third,  9jOz.  ;  Mr.  McLelland  CuUins  and  Mr. 
Kempsker  also  weighing-in  chub  for  the  season  prizes, 
the  iish  being  21b.  14oz.  and  2ib.  ojoz.  The  fortnightly 
meeting  will  be  held  at  tl  e  new  headqua-ters  cn  Tuesday 
next,  at  8.30  p.m.,  wlen  it  is  hoped  that  all  mem- 
bers will  attenl,  as  there  wiil  be  some  very  important 
basiness  to  transact.  All  commurdcatic n ;  to  be  addressed 
to  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  J.  Henwood,  11,  Excelsior-rcad, 
Norbiton.    Members  please  not?.  J.  Henwood. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  meeting  was  hell  a':  the  Cannon-street 
Hotel  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  9,  Captain  Graham  Gordon  in 
the  cha'r.  The  committee  bad  previously  held  their 
meeting,  and  thoroughly  considerid  the  draft  of  the  new 
rales. 

An  i  iteresting  discussion  took  place  on  the  constitution 
cf  local  branches,  inelasive  hotel  and  fishing  tariffs,  and 
tie  secretary  reported  that  hotel  proprietors  were 
tendeiing  speoial  tariffs  for  members  of  the  society  at 
several  new  stations,  and  the  information  at  the  d  sposal 
of  the  members  was  being  brought  up  to  date. 

Several  gentlemen  reportel  catche.',  bat  not  to  any 
great  amount,  as  the  weather  has  not  bsen  favourable  this 
week  for  sja  fishing. 

A  number  of  candidates  were  proposed  for  membership, 
and  the  secretary  reported  that  since  last  meeting  eight 
new  members  had  been  tLcted. 

It  was  decided  that  the  special  general  meeting  re 
t'ae  rew  rules  shotdd  be  held  on  Wednesday,  March  2, 
and  the  annual  general  maeting  on  Wednesday,  March  23. 
Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec.  pro.  Tcm.). 


THE  I^ISHING  GAZETTE 
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On  a  Sunshine  Holyday 


By  "THE    AMATEUR  ANGLER. 


QONTENTS  : 


I,  Woodpeckers  and  Vipers. 

II.  Hampstead  Heath  on  a  Bank  Holiday. 
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CHAr. 

IX.  A  Bibliography  of  Gilbert  White. 

X.  "The  Compleat  Angler." 

XI.  Our  May  Fly  Outing  on  the  Test  (1897). 
XII.  Our  May  Fly  Outing  on  the  Itchen  (1897). 

XIII.  August  Bank  Holiday  Fishing  (a  Singular  and  Onrioiis  Incident) 

XIV.  On  the  Edge  of  Exmoor. 
XV.  The  Doone  Valley. 

XVI.  "  Familiar  Wild  Birds." 


1 


EXTRACTS     FROM      PRESS  NOTICES: 


The  Atienaum. 

The  World. 

Daily  Telegraph. 
Punch. 


Pablishers' 
Circular. 


The  Field- 


Notes  and  Queries 


The  Speaker. 


Norfolk  Daily- 
Standard. 


Caily  Mail. 
Weskiy  Budget 


"  He  writes  with  tlie  good  humour  and  simplicity  that  originally  j 
seouieihim  reader?,  His  new  vokme  will  be  found  as  attractive  j 
as  its  predec3ssors." 

"Another  cjlleotion  of  the  bright  and  pleasant  contributions 
of '  The  Amateur  Angler.'  .  .  .  Many  of  them  show  the  author 
of  '  Days  in  Dove  Dale  '  at  his  best." 

"  Altogether  it  is  a  charming  little  boot,  which  will  ba  enjoyed 
by  fishermen  and  lovers  of  natural  history  alike." 

"  Mr.  Marston  not  only  convoys  the  reader  into  pleasant  path- 
wajs  by  field  atd  river,  but  discourses  of  thiags  by  the  way,  from 
the  lesser  spotted  woodpecker  to  Stonehenge,  in  charming  fashion. 

"  The  freshness,  the  humour,  the  observation,  and  descriptive 
power  which  distinguished  ...  his  earlier  works  are  again 
conspicuous  in  'On  a  Sunshine  Holyday.'  .  .  .  Sunshine, 
indeed,  seems  to  enter  into  ths  composition  of  everything  which 
comes  from  his  pen." 

"  It  has  been  truly  said  that  his  books  have  the  flavour  of  new 
mown  hay  ;  that  they  have  an  idyllic  charm  ;  that  his  quiet  humour 
reminds  one  of  Elia.  ...  He  describes  country  sights  and 
sounds  with  inspiring  freshness  and  genuine  love  of  his  subject. 
.  .  .  He  is  a  mixture  of  Walton  and  Gilbert  White.  .  .  . 
This  lasb  is,  in  fine,  the  very  best  of  a  series  of  which  we  hops  there 
will  be  many  more  to  follow." 

"  They  are  among  the  pleasantest  works  with  which  the  lover 
of  nature  can  console  himself,  and  are  especially  the  kind  of  books 
to  have  in  the  pocket  when  the  trout  are  taking.  .  .  .  We  never 
weary  of  reading  his  account  of  birds  and  bsasts  .  .  .  beiag 
especially  delightful." 

"  Half  the  spell  of  the  little  volume  arises  out  of  its  shrewd  and 
genial  humour.  .  .  .  The  charm  of  the  country  is  in  these 
pages.  .  .  .  One  would  almost  think  that  '  The  Amateur 
Angler '  .  .  .  had  conquered  the  secret  of  perpetual  youth. 
There  is  certainly  more  merry  banter  and  unflagging  vivacity  in 
these  diverting  pages  than  is  commonly  found  in  the  6/ns^and  cynical 
essays  of  the  average  young  man  of  the  period." 

"  In  every  chapter  there  is  evidence  of  that  true  holidiy  spirit 
which  makes  life  so  liveable  while  it  remains.  atd  which  can  see 
beauty  in  everything  vpm  which  the  sun  shines.  Such  a  writer 
does  his  readers  good." 

"  Deals  pleasantly  and  restfuUy  with  such  gently  exhilarating 
themes  as  May  Fly  Fishing,  Woodpecker,  Animals  at  Work  and 
Play,  Gilbert  White,  &e." 

"  '  The  Amateur  Angler'  veils  but  thinly  the  name  of  a  gentle- 
man well  known  and  greatly  respected,  especially  among  literary 
in-n.    .    .    .    His  description  of  spots  he  has  visitad  is  charming." 


The  Scotsman. 


Birmingham  Post 


Pall  Mall  Gazette. 


The  01o'))3, 


Christian. 
The  People. 


©lasjow  Herald. 


Yorkshire  Post. 
Table  Talk. 
Westminster 
Budget 


News  of  the  Week 


"  The  papers  are  readable  and  enjoyable  in  no  common  degree. 
They  have  the  open  air  in  them,  and  still  are  not  without  so  much 
bookishness  as  to  show  that  their  author  can  take  a  contemplative 
man's  recreation  with  a  book  as  well  as  with  a  rod.  .  .  .  The 
book  forms  by  no  means  the  least  pleasing  of  its  author'g  many 
contributions  to  the  literature  of  the  field  and  the  riverside." 

"This  pretty  and  pleasant  volume  .  .  .  is  by  no  means 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  contemplative  man's  recreation.  .  .  . 
He  is  just  a  lover  of  the  country  with  literary  tastes,  who  finds  a 
pleasure  in  recording  observations  and  reflections  originating  in  his 
love  of  rural  life  which  are  pleasant  to  read  .  .  because  they 
have  been  inspired  by  a  love  that  evokes  a  sympathetic  echo  in  those 
of  kindred  tastes." 

"  For  the  man  who  loves  the  waterside  as  much  for  the  rural 
sights  and  sounds  as  for  the  glory  of  capture  he  will  be  found  a 
congenial  companion.  .  .  .  _ '  On  a  Sunshine  Holyday  '  may  ba 
recommended  as  an  agreeable  little  volume. 

"  He  wields  a  simple  and  pheasant  style,  equally  destitute  of 
formality  and  carelessness.  His  narratives  are  cleir  and  his 
description  graphic." 

"A  bright  little  book. 

"  Rsdolent  throughout  of  the  sweat  countryside,  and  at  the 
same  time  spiced  with  much  genial  humour." 

"  It  has  evidently  been  a  delight  to  tha  author  to  write  them, 
and  it  is  csrtainly  a  pleasure  to  read  them.  .  .  .  Each  of  the 
Amateur's  sketches  is  a  pleasant  little  idyll ;  breathing  of  all  that 
is  natural,  pure,  and  sweet." 

"  Will  interest  every  lover  of  nature." 
"  Agreeable  and  sympathetic,  light  and  instructive." 
"  Thare  is  a  freshness  about  his  observations  on  the  things 
and  creatures  he  observed  in  field  and  wood  and  stream  ;  a  youthful 
enthus'asm  and  buoyancy  in  his  accounts  which  are  quite  contagious, 
and  cannot  but  interest  every  lover  of  Nature,  whether  he  be  a 
serious  student  (r  only  an  amateur  naturalist." 

"  It  was  good  to  be  an  early  Victorian.  .  .  .  I  am  compelled 
to  think  so,  too,  when  I  read  .  .  .  the  latest  book  by  the 
very  charming  writer  who  hides  a  well-known  identity  under  the 
name  of  '  The  Amateur  Angbr,'  for  there  appears  in  every  page  of 
it  that  sunny  and  unpretentious  optimism,  which  I  associite  with 
early  Victorian." 

Reynolds'  News-        "  A  book  which  one  may  open  anywhere  and  at  any  time,  or  at 
paper  any  page,  and  find  pleasure  and  profit." 


BOOKS   BY  THE 

The  Belfast  Telegrapli  says  :  "  Any  book  bearing  the  name  of  the  '  Amateur  Angler'  on 
COPYRIGHT,  National  and  International,    With  Eome  remxrks  on  the 

positnn  of  AUTHORS  uud  PUBLISHERS  by  a  Pi-BLISHEB,  &c.    Demy  8ro.,  2s.  Gl.  (1SS7). 

FjR  A.NK'S  R  INCHE  ;  or.  My  Holidays  in  the  Rockies,  1883.  53. 

This  book  went  throu;h  fire  editions.  Ida  jif/h  eliiion  is  quit?  out  of  print,  bul  a  fcTV  copies  of 
tlie  l/iinl  edition  may  still  be  hid. 

AN  AMa.TjEtJR  ANIL'S  a  S  DA.YS  IN  D0  7E  DALE.    Imp.  32mo.,  Is. 

and  1?.  (iJ. 

The  Alhemruni  said  of  it :  "  Writtoa  '.vith  mash  bri?h*n^as  and  considerable  Utsrary  skill." 
SUmilari.—--  Esceptionally  bright  and  genial  style." 

HOW  STANLEY  WROTE  "IlSr  DARKEST  AFRICA."    Crown  8^0  ,  with 
numerous  Illustrations,  board?.  Is, 

FRESH  WOODS  AND  PASTURES  NEW.   16mo  ,  Is. 

Xahir.-  said  :  "  Both  in  subject  and  trontment  it  is  a  gem, " 
fialui-day  licieir,—''  A  real  acquisition  to  lovers  of  natural  history." 
Athcnieiim.—-^  ■  Amateur  Angler '  writes  as  agreeably  as  ever." 


SAME  AUTHOR. 

its  title  page  may  be  put  down  at  once  as  worthy  of  being  read  from  beginning  to  end." 

DAYS  IN  CLOVER.   16mo.,  Is. 

The  Bail II  Nfirs  said  :  "  D3Ughttul  records  of  holidays  by  river  and  lake  side." 
Mr.  Andrew  Lang  in  the  Wiistralnl  Nnrs.—''  Delightful  to  the  conteaipUtive  man. 
Allii'iui'iiin. — "  Another  pleasant  contribution  to  llteraturJ." 
fir  ilsiiian. — "  They  are  brightly  wiitten." 

BY  MEaDOW   AND    STREAM:    Pleasint  Memories  of  Pleasant  Places, 
2.".  numbered  copies  printed  on  Japinese  vellum,  123.,  and  250  copies,  India  proofs,  Os.,  all 
sold.    Gheip  edition,  lUastrated,  cloth,  gilt  edges,  Is.  Cd. ;  boards.  Is. 
The  At/icnwiim  said :  '■  Another  of  those  tasteful  and  agreeable  volumes  tor  which  the  public  is 
his  debtor."  „ 
,s>'f(/lw.— There  are  passages  in  it  of  quite  idylhc  charm. 
D.iihj  Describes  country  sights  and  sounds  with  inspiring  freshness  and  gaaums  love  Of 

his  subject." 

(il  ,he.—'-  He  knows  how  to  write  charmingly  about  the  pastmis  which  he  loves. 
L  eJa  J/(-rc«i-i/.— '  Has  the  freshness  of  now-mown  hay." 

Woc/i/.—"  His  quiet  humour  reminds  us  of  Elia,  while  his  close  observation  has  the  charm  or 
Thoreau." 

Pull  Mall  Oarefte.—'-  It  is  extremely  well  written." 
Slav.—"  It  is  a  charming  little  book." 
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SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
SMOKING  CONCERT. 
The  members  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  spent  a 
very  pleasant  evening  at  Booth's  restauratt  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  2,  when,  under  the  genial  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
Cecil  Parsons,  a  benefit  "  Smoker  "  was  held  in  aid  of  the 
expenses  of  stocking  the  water  at  Horsted  Keynes.  Signor 
Lardelli  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  success  of 
the  evening,  his  accompaniments,  songs,  and  sketches 
keeping  him  in  constant  requisition.  Musical  numbers 
were  contributed  by  Messrs.  W.  F.  Booth,  A.  Clark, 
A.  Treacher,  C.  L.  Borrissow,  F.  P.  Light,  Goodwin,  and 
Philip  Tickle,  the  last  named  gentleman  also  proving  his 
adeptness  with  the  banjo.  Eecitations,  funuy  and  other- 
wise, were  contributed  by  Mr.  C.  Leach  and  Mr.  J. 
Robertson.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  the  health  of 
the  chairman  and  of  Mr.  Philip  Tickle,  for  having  arranged 
the  programme,  were  enthusiastically _  honoured.  _  A 
feature  of  the  evening  was  the  exhibition  of  a  trio  of 
"  fine  "  fish,  quite  2in.  long,  presumably  the  capture  of  a 
member.  The  noble  "  beasts  "  reclined  peacefully  upon  a 
cabbage  leaf,  apparently  oblivious  to  the  jovial  song  or  the 
soul-stirring  recitation. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  evening  last.  The  president,  Mr.  Medcalf, 
occupied  the  chair.  Minutes  of  previous  meeting  and 
minor  business  was  duly  disposed  of.  Letter  and  recaipt 
received  from  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins  was  read,  thanking  the 
delegates  for  their  donation  to  the  river  keepers'  dinner 
fund.  Mr.  Elsmore  stated  that,  owing  to  a  severe  cold,  he 
was  unable  to  attend  the  last  T.A.P.S.  meeting,  and  Mr. 
Crumplen  kindly  reported  the  details  of  the  business  done, 
which  proved  of  a  very  interesting  nature,  for  which  he 
was  the  recipient  of  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 

It  was  agreed  to  apply  to  the  railways  for  concessions 
for  cheap  travelling  to  the  important  stations  for  sea  fish- 
ing for  the  whole  of  the  London  anglera,  on  production  of 
their  ordinary  privilege  ticket. 

The  secretary  reported  receipt  of  the  following 
additional  sums  for  the  preservation  collection  ;  Hearts  of 
Oak,  lOs. ;  Second  Surrey,  5s. ;  Battersea  Friendly, 
£1  Is. ;  Amicable  Brothers,  12j.  ;  Friendship,  5s.  ; 
Woolwich  Brothers,  lOs.  6d. ;  Silver  Trout,  10s. ;  Cam- 
den, £1  2s, ;  Lincolii,  15s. ;  Athenasum,  10s.  6d.  ;  Great 
Northern  Brothers,  .£1  Is.  Total  amount  received, 
£11  7s.  6d.,  being  a  lamentable  falling  off  of  sub- 
scriptions as  compared  with  previous  years.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  joint  committee,  the  following  sums  were 
voted:  T.A.P.S.,  ^8  8s.;  Lea,  £8  83.;  Windsor  and 
Eton  Preservation  Society,  £2  23.  ;  Maidenhead  Society, 
£2  23.  ;  Henley  Preservation  Society,  £2  2s.  ;  Redding 
Society,  £2  2s.  Societies  who  have  not  yet  subscribed  are 
urgently  requested  to  forward  donations  at  once,  to  Onable 
the  committee  to  complete  the  distribution.  The  bailiff's 
reports  were  handed  in,  from  which  it  appeared  that  good 
takes  of  fish  were  recorded  at  Pulborough,  including  roach 
up  to  21b.  Several  good  bream  from  Amberlsy,  and  from 
Bures  several  good  pike,  also  roach.  The  visiting  officer 
reported  an  excellent  visit  of  clubs  on  the  Central  List  to 
the  Second  Surrey  A.S.  Matters  in  connection  with  the 
forthcoming  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium, 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  &c.,  were  discussed, 
after  which  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the 
president  for  his  able  conduct  in  the  chair. 

Hon.  Reporter: 


WARRINGTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  ordinary  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  was 
held  on  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  3,  at  the  Roebupk  Hotel, 
Bridge-street ;  Mr.  J.  Lyon  Whittle  presided  over  a  good 
attendance,  Sixteen  new  members  were  proposed  and 
accepted,  thus  making  a  total  of  thirty-five  so  far  this 
season.  A  number  of  local  aged  and  poor  anglers  were 
granted  free  tickets  and  privileges  of  the  association ; 
whilst  Mr.  N.  A.  Proud  was  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  for  his  handsome  gift  of  fish  carriers.  The 
secretary  reported  that  a  nice  lot  of  bream,  largest  about 
21b.,  had  been  turned  into  the  old  canal  at  Walton  Arches. 
This  canal  has  now  been  stocked  with  roach,  carp,  and 
breim.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  held  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  22.  Feed  J.  Emson. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Nearly  100  members  of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Association, 
which  for  a  two-year-old  exhibits  abnormal  vitality,  spent 
a  delightful  evening  on  the  3rd  inst.  at  Messrs.  Fortt's 
restaurant  on  the  occasion  of  their  annual  dinner.  The 
executive  of  the  association  do  nothing  by  halves,  and  so 
the  surroundings  were  made  as  thoroughly  fishy  as 
circumstances  allowed  of.  The  chairman  sat  beneath  an 
effective  design  of  fishing  implements,  the  centre  piece  of 
which  was  the  association's  monogram  humorously  painted 
of  fishes  straight  and  fishes  curved  by  Mr.  G.  Coakley. 
The  tables  were  most  attractive.  Plate  looking-glass  was 
laid  down  the  centre  of  every  table  edged_  with  moss, 
while  at  intervals  there  were  bowls  of  sprightly  fresh- 
water fish,  and  a  lovely  collection  of  orchids,  all  lent  for 
the  occasion,  while  on  the  side  wall  were  half  a  dozen  cases 
of  specimen  fish,  all  taken  (as  "  Spinning  Minnow  "  would 
say)  "  somewhere  "  near  Bath.  There  was  on  view  three 
fine  pike,  one  case  of  perch,  and  a  couple  of  trout,  all 
caupht  by  members  of  the  club.  The  dinner  itself  was 
capitally  served  and  much  enjoyed.  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare, 
president  of  the  association,  was  the  chairman,  and  the 
company  included  Messrs.  Percy  Learoyd,  Foster  Smith, 
Halse,  Councillor  Peacock,  F.  C.  Fortt  (hon.  sec), 


B.  R.  F.  Pearson,  M.  H.  G.  Wood,  W.  Monk,  S.  Moody, 
F.  Moody,  J.  Berryman,  R.  Kendall,  jun.,S.  T.  Starr,  R. 
Curtis,  H.  Lee,  C.  Lee,  H.  Isaacs,  A.  E.  Peacock,  F.  O. 
Beesley,  G.  Dunn,  A.  Hague,  H.  Musgrave,  Edgar  Wood, 
E.  Wood,  E.  Stuckey,  A.  G.  Cox,  H.  Glisson,  &o.  Letters 
regretting  inability  to  attend  were  received  from  the  ex- 
Mayor,  who  was  obliged  to  be  away  from  Bath  owing  to 
illness  in  his  family,  Messrs.  J.  E.  Henshaw,  J.  H.  H. 
Lawrence,  Terry,  Eskell,  and  Provost.  As  last  year,  the 
toast  list  was  happily  brief.  Prominence  was  given  for  the 
first  time  to  the  toast  of  "  The  immortal  memory  of  our 
great  master  Izaak  Walton,"  which  the  toast  list  directed 
should  be  drank  in  "  solemn  silence." 

Mr.  MusGEAVE,  in  the  absence  of  the  ex-Mayof,  ttnder- 
took  the  proposing  of  the  "  B.  A. A." 

The  President,  as  a  matter  of  course,  aokndwiedged 
the  toast.  Since  their  last  dinner  he  regretted  to  say 
they  had  lost  twenty  members.  Twelve  of  them  had  left 
Bath,  seven  had  resigned,  and  the  other  loss  was  by 
death.  Against  that  they  had  enrolled  thirty-four  new 
members,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  fomteen,  and  they  now 
numbered  on  their  books  138,  which  he  thought  they 
would  all  agree  was  a  very  good  membership,  seeing  they 
started  in  June,  1895,  with  seventeen.  Last  year  he 
referred  at  the  dinner  to  two  things  he  hoped  they  would 
soon  get.  One  was  a  punt  on  their  water.  They  had 
that.  (Applause.)  Another  was  a  room  where  they  could 
meet  and  tell  their  fishing  tales.  (Laughter.)  They  had 
that  now.  (Applause.)  Since  their  last  dinner  they  had 
acquired  new  water  between  Limpley  Stoke  and  Warley. 
Mr.  Councillor  Henshaw,  had  he  been  preSsnt,  would 
have  proposed  the  "  Visitors,"  but  as  he  was  not  the 
President  took  over  the  responsibility,  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  visitors  of  that  night  would  become  the 
members  of  the  future.  In  fact,  one  friend  on  his  left 
(Mr.  Halse)  had  already  been  so  converted. 

The  toast  was  associated  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Coun- 
cillor Peacock,  who  tried  the  credulity  of  his  hearers, 
anglers  as  they  were,  with  some  of  the  things  he  had  to 
say  of  the  fish  producing  capabilities  of  the  Avon  within 
the  actual  borough  boundaries.  The  Avon  he  considered 
to  be  one  of  the  finest  freshwater  rivers  in  England,  and 
there  had  been  some  of  the  finest  specimens  of  freshwater 
fish  taken  from  it  that  he  had  known  to  come  from  any  river. 
(Applause.)  He  could  say,  without  exaggeration,  there 
were  plenty  three  times  as  big  as  the  trout  which  was  on 
the  wall,  for  in  his  time  he  had  seen  many  that  were  over 
101b.  in  weight.  He  had  known  in  years  gone  by  as  many 
as  a  dozen  trout  taken  between  the  Old  Bridge  and  the 
town  weirs  in  a  year,  weighing  from  71b.  to  101b. ,  and 
hundreds,  he  might  say  thousands,  below  that  weight. 

As  will  be  imagined,  the  greater  part  of  the  evening  was 
sacred  to  harmony.  The  feature  of  the  evening  was  the 
rendition  of  what  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  Bath 
Anglers'  anthem,  which  commences  with  the  lines,  "  Oh, 
whUe  fishing  lasts  enjoy  it."  It  was  sung  as  a  quartet 
by  Messrs.  Monk,  W.  Edwards,  F.  C.  Fortt,  and 
FuUerton  Kerr,  in  complete  fishing  outfit  (even  unto  the 
inevitable  flask),  to  an  air  harmonised  (the  programme 
said)  by  Mr.  W.  Monk.  Messrs.  Monk,  Ellis,  Musgrave, 
and  Kerr,  sang  another  quartet,  and  Messrs.  Musgrave 
and  Reg.  Curtis  gave  recitations,  the  latter  a  dramatic 
representation  f rom  "  The  Gambler."  Songs  were  sung 
by  Messrs.  M.  H.  G.  Wood  (encored),  Fullerton  Kerr 
(encored),  J.  Bailey,  Harding,  Jelf,  W.  Edward?,  and 
Batt.    Mr.  Edgar  Wood  gave  a  pianoforte  solo. 

The  menu  and  programme,  which  was  prepared  by  and 
printed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  M.  H.  G.  Wood 
("Spinning  Minnow"),  was  much  admired.  It  was 
enriched  with  tasteful  blocks  of  a  fishing  nature,  and 
contained  several  apposite  quotations  from  the  angler  poets. 


IMPORTANT  FISHING  CASES. 

At  the  Hertford  Petty  Sessions  judgment  was  delivered 
in  the  case  of  John  Baker,  of  the  Prince  Albert,  St. 
Andrew-street,  Hertford,  who  was  summoned  a  fortnight 
ago  for  taking  fish  illegally  from  the  old  river  Lea,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  John  Urban.  The  chairman  said :  It  is 
established  to  our  satisfaction  that  there  is  at  the  p'ace  in 
question  a  private  right  of  fishing,  which  right  now 
belongs  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  and  was  originally 
obtained  by  WiUiam  Earl  of  Salisbury  by  grant  from  the 
Crown.  We,  therefore,  convict  the  defendant,  but  as  the 
question  has  not,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  teen  directly 
brought  before  tho  bench  before,  we  only  inflict  the 
nominal  fine  of  Is.  without  costs,  and  in  default  one  day's 
imprisonment;. 

George  Stephen  Hopkins,  of  Green-street,  was  sum- 
moned, before  the  same  sessions,  for  unlawfully  taking  a 
trout  within  the  fence  season,  contrary  to  the  River  Lea 
Fishirrg  Bye-laws,  1873,  in  Hartham,  on  December  22. 
James  H.  Farrow,  the  water  bailiff,  saw  the  defendant  acd 
another  man,  who  was  not  identified,  fishing  in  the  Beane 
from  Hartham.  He  saw  Hopkins  citch  a  fish  and 
apparently  strike  it  on  h's  boot  to  kill  it.  He  went 
towards  them,  and  on  the  second  man  seeing  him  approach 
he  hid  the  fish  under  some  bushes  and  went  away.  Farrow 
took  the  fish  from  under  the  bush  and  found  it  was  a 
trout,  and  it  weighed  3Jlb.  Farrow  told  Hopkins  that  he 
would  hear  more  about  it.  Mr.  Baker  added  that  these 
waters  were  leased  by  the  Hertford  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  with  the  object  of  preserving  the  fishing  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inhabitants  generally,  and  they  went  to 
considerable  expense  in  turning  fry  into  the  river,  but  it 
would  be  useless  for  them  to  do  so  if  illegal  fishing  of  this 
kind  was  allowed  to  take  place.  Defendant  said  the  fish 
was  half  dead  wlien  it  was  got  out  of  tha  water.  He  drew 
it  to  the  side  of  the  river  with  a  piece  of  stick,  and  the 
other  man  took  it  out  of  the  water  and  killed  it.  The 
magistrates  fined  the  defendant  10s.  and  303.  Od.  costs, 
including  the  solicitor's  fee.  A  fortnight  \vas  allowed  for 
payment. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Bottisliam  Locks  (Waterbeach,  Cambridge).— 

Duiing  the  week  wind  strong,  sometimes  a  gale.  Waters 
good.  Pike  seem  to  be  the  best  sport.  No  end  of  roach 
had,  but  only  up  to  ilb.  each.  This  week  some  lovely 
dace.  With  less  wind  we  shall  be  on  the  swims  ;  plenty 
of  which  are  all  baited  close  by  the  Green  Man  Inn. — 
John  O'Georgk. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  river  has  been  ont  of  con- 
dition until  within  the  last  two  or  three  diys,  and  bottom 
fishermen  have  experienced  a  series  of  reverses.  Pike 
anglers  are  making  the  bfs';  of  the  few  remaining  days  of 
the  season.  Faom  the  Muskham  water,  amongst  others, 
Mr.  Hurst  secured  a  good  fish  weighing  81b.,  and  on 
Thursday,  lower  down,  Mr.  Charles  Chatterton  bagged  six 
nice  pike.  Froia  Ossington  Lake,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  H. 
Lenton  was  fortunate  in  tailing  a  grand  fish  weighing  181b., 
and  this  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  for 
preservation.  The  season  closes  on  Tuesday  in  tfce 
Muskham  fishery,  but  the  public  waters  remain  open  for 
another  montli. — Trentsidke. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  season  opened  here 
on  Feb.  1  under  very  unfavourable  conditions.  For  some 
tim9  previous  the  weather  had  been  very  mild,  but  on  the 
openirg  day  heavy  showers  of  rain,  hail,  and  sleet,  with 
fierce  gusts  of  wind,  nude  prospects  look  gloomy  for 
anglers.  The  water,  too,  which  had  been  getting  down  to 
a  nice  level,  scan  ran  up  to  a  very  high  mark.  There  was 
a  contiuua'ion  of  this  weather  up  to  the  7th,  but  since 
then  it  has  been  comparatively  calm,  mild,  and  dry,  and 
the  river  is  now  in  nice  trim.  First  blood  was  diawn  by 
Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart,  who  killed  a  splendid  28Ib.  salmon 
on  the  5th,  on  the  Worldsend.  On  Doonass  the  fishermen 
killed  one  salmon,  171b.,  on  the  8th. — John  Eneight 
AND  Son. 

Tay. — Since  the  openiag  the  Tay  has  been  running 
rather  high  and  unsuitable  for  good  takes,  but  it  is  now 
coming  into  good  ply,  and  better  sport  is  now  being  got. 
This  week  a  new  run  of  fish  has  taken  place,  and  prospects 
are  much  brighter.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the  takes 
reported :  On  Stanley  water,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Herbert 
Lewis  had  one  salmon  of  231b.;  on  Monday,  one,  301b.  ; 
and  on  Tuesday,  a  fine  salmon,  which  weighed  171b. 
On  Redgorton  wal;er,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  .John  A.  Park  had 
one  fish,  171b.  Lord  Clanwilliam,  fishing  on  the  Lower 
Delvine  water  on  Monday,  had  a  baautifal  salmon  of  181b. 
On  Dunkeld  wa':er,  on  Monday,  the  boatmen  landed  three 
fine  salmon,  weighing  201b.,  201b.,  and  171b.;  and  on 
Pitlochry  water,  on  same  day,  the  boatmen  caught  one 
fish,  16Ib.  On  Scone  Palaca  water,  on  Tuesday,  D. 
Fenwick  (boatman)  landed  two  fresh  run  fish,  weighiirg 
251b.  and  281b.  They  were  both  covered  with  sea  lice. — 
P.  D.  M. 

CLUBS. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney. — On  Feb.  C  no  fish 
wcighed-in  ;  the  prizes  to  be  fished  for;  the  same  as  la  si 
week,  go  where  you  please  ;  all  start  on  the  moiirng  ;  one 
red  only. — H.  Haines. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — Mr.  J.  Smith  weighed-in  71b, 
of  roach  on  the  (ith,  and  on  the  10th  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd, 
13Ib.  of  roach  and  chub  from  the  Thames.  The  competi- 
tion for  the  February  series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
the  27th  ;  place  and  condition  to  be  decided  at  the  meeting 
previous. — Alf.  Conn. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — On  Feb.  <> 
Mr.  P.  Beames  weighed-in  roach;  Mr.  Downes,  rcajh  and 
dace  ;  Mr.  Ball,  dace.  On  Tuesday,  Feb.  15,  we  arrange 
our  February  prize  outing.  On  Tuesday,  Feb.  22,  com- 
plimentary concert  to  Mr.  Francis,  when  I  hope  all 
brother  anglers  will  support  us.  Chairman,  Mr.  B. 
Roberts  (president) ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  J.  Deplidge. 
Hearty  welcome  to  all.    Programmes  6d.  each. — W.  Ash. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  Stout  Stores,  Iron- 
monger-row, St.  Luke's. — Our  next  outing  will  be  on 
Feb.  13,  at  Cheshuut,  for  three  prizes  ;  to  go  by  the  first 
train.    Hoping  all  members  will  turn  up. — J.  Lewin. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Feb.  1  Mr.  J. 
Moreton  saved  us  a  blank  with  a_6ilb.  jack.  On  Feb.  13 
we  fish  a  match  in  the  Forty  Guinea  water.  On  Feb.  15 
we  hold  our  first  Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. 
On  Feb.  22  our  thirtieth  annual  supper  wiU  take  place  at 
the  clubhouse.— E.  Beockett. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  Feb.  6  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  J.  Winsty,  chub  and  roach  ;  G.  Wiusty,  chub ;  and  J. 
Reeve,  roach.  We  take  our  first  visit  on  the  Central 
List  on  Feb.  15,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  muster ;  all 
are  most  heartily  welcome. — Geo.  Keene. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Roydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  Feb.  G  Mr.  F.  Renn  saved  the  club  from 
a  blank.  Our  next  return  visit  takes  place  on  Feb.  22. — 
W.  Harden.   


SALE  OF  TROUT  IN  THE  CLOSE  SEASON. 

A  I'ROSECUTiox  of  some  importance  under  the  Fishery 
Laws  was  dispcssd  of  recently  in  the  Belfast  Summons 
Court,  when  Messrs.  Sawers  and  Co.,  fish  merchants, 
High-street,  were  summoned  by  Sergeant  Gallagher  for 
having  exposed  trout  for  sale  during  the  cbse  season,  and 
also  for  having  trout  in  their  possession  during  the  close 
season.  Mr.  .Joseph  Carr,  S.C.S.,  vice-president  of  tho 
Belfast  Anglers'  Association,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy, 
secretary,  were  also  in  court. 

In  opening  the  case,  Mr.  Spiller  said  the  practice  of 
killing  unseasuuable  fish  in  some  parts  of  Ireland  was  so 
rife  that  actually  in  some  districts  pigs  were  fed  on  them. 
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The  chairman  thought  this  was  irrelevant. 

Mr.  Spiller  said  the  only  reason  he  mentioned  it  was  to 
show  how  important  the  authorities  considered  the  case. 
The  prosecution  -na?  brought  in  the  interests  of  tourists, 
in  the  interest  of  the  pubhc,  and  also  in  the  interest  of  the 
health  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Hayes,  for  the  defence,  said  his  instructions  were  to 
adrcit  these  fish  were  found  in  Sawers'  place  of  business, 
but  without  their  knowlidga.  They  got  there  by  mistake, 
and  were  not  wilfully  there.  The  fact  that  they  were 
exposed  in  the  window  showed  that. 

The  Chairman,  in  giving  judgment,  said  these  fish  were 
exposed  for  sale  on  ihe  slab,  and  persons  passing  up  and 
down  would  have  full  opportunity  of  seeing  and  buying 
(hem.  Mr.  Sawers  was  not  there  himself,  but  he  could 
not  shield  himself  under  that  plea.  They  would  convict 
on,  one  of  the  summonses,  and  fine  the  defendants  in  the 
miiiimuiii  penalty— that  is,  IO3.  (aih  fish.  The  fine 
amounted  to  £5  10s.  and  costs  of  court. 


In  order  to  piablish  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  time 
for  the  trade,  it  has  become  absolutely  necessary 
to  go  to  press  early  on  Friday  morning.  In 
future  copy  must  arrive,  addressed  "Editor,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.G.,"'  not  later 
than  six  o'clock  on  Thursday  evening. 

The  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  held  their  annual 
meeting  on  Feb.  7  at  the  Station  Hotel,  York.  From  the 
report  (which  was  most  satisfactory)  the  following  is 
called:  "A  glance  at  the  list  of  prosecutions  will  show 
that  some  were  of  more  than  usual  importance.  Perhaps 
the  case  affording  the  most  interest  to  the  angling  public 
was  the  conviction  of  a  Scottish  fish  dealer  for  consigning 
trout  to  England  during  the  close  season  without  marking 
the  packages  '  Trout,'  as  required  by  the  Act  of  1892. 
Fish  dealers  in  Leeds,  Bradford,  and  Sheffield  have  been 
fined  for  selling  and  exposing  trout  in  close  time,  and  a 
conviction  of  much  importance  was  obtained  against  a 
manufacturer  in  the  West  Biding  for  poisoning  fish  by 
allowing  big  trade  effluent  to  pollute  a  stream.  The 
numlier  of  convictions  (fifty-two)  speaks  for  the  energy 
and  assiduity  of  Mr.  Farrar  Stead,  the  trout  water 
officer,  who  has  been  mostly  instrumental  in  bringing  this 
large  number  of  offenders  to  justice." 


Mi.  H.  J.  TiBBATTS,  who  has  recently  taken  possession 
of  the  Alexandra  Hotel  at  Southend-on-Sea,  and  who,! 
hear,  is_ about  to  become  the  agent  for  the  B.S.A.S.,  has 
been  visited  by  some  of  his  old  angling  companions. 
Amongst  them  Mr.  J,  W.  Zaehnsdorf  has  had  some  good 
sport  amongst  the  flat  fish.  In  conversation  with 
J.  W.  Z.,  I  glean  that  Host  H.  J.  T.  has  a  large  billiard- 
rocm  with  two  tables  (is  this  fishing?),  but  the  room  is 
large  enough  for  four ;  twenty  bedrooms— in  fact,  a 
veritable  palice.  His  prices  are  extremely  moderate  and 
the  ciii^mc  excellent.  I  can  also  speak  from  personal 
experience,  and  can  thoi'oughly  recommend  anglers 
(whether  they  get  fish  or  not)  to  "look  in  at  the 
A'exandra." 

A  cuKiiiisi'UNDEM  asks  whether  it  is  possible  for  fish 
to  live  after  having  been  frozen  in  ice.  If  so,  v^hat  kind  of 
fish  ?  Yes,  carp  have  teen  known  to  be  frozen  in  solid 
ice,  and  after  the  ice  had  been  gradually  thawed,  the  fith 
were  apparently  none  the  worse.  In  Sir  John  Franklin's 
expedition  to  the  North  Pole  numerous  fish  were  found 
frozen,  and,  after  being  thawed,  were  resusoita':ed.  It  is 
said  a  Canadian,  who  had  been  frozen  for  three  days,  and 
found  as  dead,  after  being  taken  home  to  the  warmth  of 
the  domestic  hearth,  revived. 

Mr.  W.  Clark  llus.sur,,  in  his  fascinating  romance 
"  The  Frozen  Pirate,"  published  by  Sampson  Low  &  Co., 
tells  of  a  man  who  discovei-ed  a  ship  frozen  on  an  iceberg, 
in  which  he  found  a  pirate  who  had  apparently  been  frozen 
to  death  for  sixty  years  ;  but  after  a  thawing  out  operation 
this  man  regained  vitality,  and  was  as  much  alive  as 
before  the  freezing  operation.  It  is  also  pointed  out  that 
the  brandy  in  the  hold  of  the  pirate  schocner  was  frozen 
solid,  so  that  it  had  to  le  knocked  out  iu  chips  ard  boiled. 
The  grog  thus  made  brought  this  pirate  to  life,  when  ho 
repented  of  his  misdeeds,  and  was  induced  to  become  of 
wonderful  assistance  to  the  scciety  for  the  amelioration  of 
the  Cjndition  of  the  Timbuctoowegians. 

 >  *  »  •  <  

This,  however,  ty  the  way.  Seriously,  in  answer  to  our 
correspondent,  we  a  ay  say  that  fish  frozen  in  ice  are 
frequently  resuscitated  after  having  been  frozen  for  three 
or  four  days,  and  appear  to  be  none  the  worse  for  the 
temporary  inconvenience.  The  champion  caster  (imf 
fly)  of  the  world  saved  25  per  cent,  of  his  dace  which  had 
been  frozen  over  while  he  was  away  on  his  Christmas 
holidays  by  putting  them  on  a  mat  in  front  of  the  fire,  and, 
after  a  warm  bath  and  just  a  leetle  drop  of  brandy,  they 
lived  to  fight  another  day  among  the  pike. 


The  Anchor  Fishing  Society  have  'removed  from  the 
Blue  Anchor  Hotel,  Thames-street,  Kingston,  and  are  now 
installed  in  their  new  headquarters,  the  Druid's  Head, 
Market-place,  Kingston-on-Thames.  As  announced  in 
their  report,  on  March  1  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  Thames 
Re-stocking  Fund  will  be  held,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  R. 
Howse  (who  ii  to  be  "captured" — 1  mean  married,  on 
Tuesday  next),  will  be  the  recipient  of  a  suitable  present 
from  his  friends  and  admirers. 


A  CLUB  secretary  recently  wrote  as  follows  :  "  Some  of 
our  members  were  fishing  a  match  ;  two  rods  (roach  pole 
and  ledger  allowed).  One  of  our  members  left  his  rod  for 
a  short;  time.  During  the  interval  a  fine  fish  had  seized 
the  bait,  and  hooked  itself.  A  stranger,  passing,  saw  (h? 
rod  top  bending,  and  landed  the  fieh.  On  the  return  of 
the  angler  he  naturally  claimed  the  fish  which  had  fallen 
to  his  rod."  The  question  asked  is  :  Is  this  fish  eligible  to 
be  weighed-in  to  a  club  as  a  piize  ?  The  answer  is 
emphatically  No  I  Hard  lines,  perhaps,  but  an  angler 
fishing  for  prizes  mast  certainly  hook  and  land  his  fish 
before  he  can  claim  a  prize.  TThis  is  the  editor's  ipse 
dixit.'} 

I  A.M  pleased  to  learn  thatTuruidge,  one  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
boatmen  at  Leigh,  is  so  taken  with  sea  angling  that  he 
is  havinj;  a  new  boat  specially  built  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  this  flourishing  society. 


Mr.  Ben  ABEAnAiis  informs  me  that  the  Allason 
United  Brothers  A. S.  have  arranged  a  series  of  ambulance 
lectures.  The  instruction  to  be  given  includes  only  "  First 
Aid,"  as  defined  and  taught  by  the  St.  John's  Ambulance 
Society.  The  aims,  not  only  of  my  angling  brethren,  but 
cf  the  St.  John's  Society  are  so  good,  that  I  cxn  cordially 
recommend  them  to  all  readers.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
class  will  take  place  at  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  near  Bridge- 
street,  Notting  Hill,  at  8.30  p.m.,  on  Feb.  17. 

 >♦♦■»<  

W.  E.  Brown,  writing  from  Kelso,  says:  "Dear 
'  Dragnet,' I  am  very  pleased  to  follow  the  good  example 
of  your  correspondent,  Mr.  do  Jonge,  and,  although 
distance  will  prevent  my  being  present  at  the  concert  for 
Mr.  Ormrod's  benefit  on  Saturday  evening,  Feb.  19,  I  am 
delighted  to  accept  the  opportunity  to  help  a  brother 
angler  'over  the  stile.'  I  enclose  is.  2d.;  2s.  for  two 
tickets,  and  2d.  for  postage.  I  hope  all  good  anglers  will 
'  go  and  do  likewise.'  " 

 >»»♦<  • 


OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  7  (New  Series). 


MR.  GEO.  S.  SMEETH. 


Me.  Smeeth,  although  born  in  Dorsetshire,  is  best 
known  in  connection  with  angling  in  the  midland  and 
northern  counties.  His  devotion  to  fishing  is  lifelong. 
From  the  time  when,  almost  an  infant,  he  assisted  his  elder 
brother  to  dig  worms,  to  the  present  day,  he  has  angled 
anywhere  and  at  any  time  opportunity  offered.  His  care- 
ful study  of  the  methods  of  the  expert  collier  fishermen  in 
Staffordshire,  and  the  instruction  he  received  in  boyhood 
from  lh3  village  shoemaker  at  Kingswood  (Gloucester- 
shire), paved  the  way  for  the  success  he  has  since  attained 
as  an  angler.  Mr.  Smeeth  has  held  office  many  times. 
For  three  consecutive  years  he  was  president  of  the 
Manchester  District  Association ;  an  early  promoter  of  the 
Northei  n  Anglers'  Association,  and  hon.  sec.  of  the  Man- 
chester centre  ;  and  one  of  the  founders  and  still  hon.  sec. 
of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery.  In  January  latt  year  the 
anglers  of  Lancashire  and  other  parts  of  England  gave  a 
tangible  expression  of  the  esteem  and  regard  they  have 
for  Mr.  Smeeth  by  presenting  him  with  a  beautifully 
illuminated  address  and  a  substantiil  purse  of  gold. 


Mr.  Alfred  Powkll,  hon  sec.  of  the  Pelican  A  S., 
says  "it  is  some  time  since  he  sent  a  note  anent  the 
doing  of  the  '  Pelicans.'  We  did  not  start  at  all  well  as 
regards  specimen  fish,  as  though  Mr.  Sweet  was  very 
successful' among  the  Thames  bream,  he  got  nothing  over 
3Jlb.  The  first  specimen  was  a  lovely  grayling  of  21b., 
followed  by  a  nice  roach  of  l|lb.  One  of  our  men  had 
some  nice  jack  at  Christmas,  one  day  getting  eight  fish  to 
eight  consecutive  runs ;  live  baiting,  Jardine  snap,  on 
salmon  gut.  This  season  we  have  had  two  highly  success- 
ful dances,  and  as  several  new  members  have  joined  us 
we  are  going  strong." 


The  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  deserves  every 
encouragement.  The  report  read  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  this  society  on  Feb.  4  was  the  tenth  annual  one. 
During  that  time  it  has  done  excellent  work  ;  and  it  is 
gratifying  t)  perceive  that  it  continues  t)  grow  in  strength 
as  well  as  usefulness.  The  object  aimed  at,  to  prevent  the 
illegal  destruction  of  fish,  is  one  that  must  commend 
itself  to  all  who  love,  by  the  side  of  a  stream  or  on  the 
banks  of  a  lake,  to  handle  the  rod. 


'The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Reading  and  District  Angling  Association  w  ill  be  held  on 
Friday,  Feb.  18,  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Reading,  at 
G.30  p  m.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  held  at  the  hotel  at 
7  o'clock  on  the  same  day,  the  president  in  the  chair. 
Evening  dress  optional.    Dinner  tickets,  53.  each. 



The  Eoyal  Aquarium  is  particularly  attractive  just  now. 
The  Yachting  Exhibition  is  a  capital  display,  and  presents 
new  features  of  an  interesting  character.  The  stage 
entertainncients  are  first  class,  and  the  Shakesperian 
series  of  living  pictures  are  alone  worthy  a  visit,  while  the 
Aquarium  proper  is  looking  very  bright,  and  daily  presents 
more  attraction  for  fishermen  in  anticipation  of  the  forth- 
coming fisheries  exhibition,  opening  on  the  8th  proximo. 

 >♦■»•»<  

A  FULL  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Bath  Ang'e-s' 
dinner  appears  in  another  part  of  the  paper.  Th3  four- 
page  me)iii  card  and  toast  list  (beautifully  printed  in 
chocolate  and  green)  is  a  work  of  art,  and  great  credit  is 
due  to  all  who  assisted  in  its  production.  The  following 
anthem,  arranged  and  partly  re-written  by  Mr.  M.  H.  G. 
Wood,  harmonised  by  Mr.  W.  Monk,  was  sung  by  Messrs. 
W.  Monk,  W.  Edwards,  F.  C.  Fortt,  and  Fullerton  Kerr, 
at  the  dinner : 

Oh,  while  fishing  lasts  enjoy  it  I 
Let  us  to  the  streams  repair  ; 
Snatch  some  hours  from  toil  and  study, 

Nature's  blessed  gifts  to  share. 
Ye  who  stand  behind  the  counter, 

Or  grow  pallid  at  the  loom. 
Leave  the  measure  and  the  quill. 
To  the  rippling  streams  come,  come. 
Chorus. 
Oh,  while  fishing  lasts  enjoy  it ! 

Let  us  to  the  streams  repair ; 
Snatch  some  hours  from  toil  and  study, 
Nature's  blessed  gifts  to  share. 
He  that  clothed  these  banks  with  verdure, 

Dotted  them  with  various  flowers. 
Meant  that  ye,  though  doomed  to  labour, 

Should  enjoy  some  cheering  hours ; 
Wipe  your  reeking  brows — come  with  us, 

With  your  basket  and  your  line  ; 
May  the  many  joys  of  fishing 

Evermore  be  thine  and  mina. 
Homage  then  to  grand  old  Walton, 

The  great  master  of  our  craft. 
And  by  all  good  honest  anglers 

Should  his  memory  oft  be  quaflfed. 
Here's  a  troll  in  praise  of  fishing, 

Health  and  pleasure  it  combines, 
Once  more  let  the  old  toast  pass 
"  Heavy  baskets  and  tight  lines." 

■  >-^f-»-<:  

"It  does  not  reflect  credit  on  metropoli'au  anglers," 
says  the  GJobe  of  Feb.  7,  "  that  they  should  be  backward 
in  furnishing  funds  for  re-stocking  the  Thames  and  the 
Lea  with  fith.  Unless  that  is  systematically  done,  both 
livers  must  become  as  barren  as  the  Seine,  where  even  a 
gudgeon  is. regarded  with  the  highest  respect.  Re-stocking 
involves  some  expense,  and  it  is  only  reasonable  that  all 
who  fish  the  free  metropolitan  waters  should  contrilmte 
accorciig  to  their  means.  Unhappily,  that  is  far  from 
being  the  case  ;  in  spite  of  strenuous  appsals  by  thoss 
powerful  organisations,  the  Central  Association  and  the 
Anglers'  Association,  only  the  very  few  subscribe.  The 
angling  contributor  to  the  People,  a  thoroughly  trust- 
worthy authority,  reports  that  the  antuil  collection  just 
made  for  the  purpose  shows  a  lamentable  falling  oft', 
There  are  scores,  possibly  hundreds,  of  angling  clubs  in 
and  around  London,  but  although  the  greater  number,  if 
not  all,  cf  these  social  organisations  solicit  donations  to 
the  re-stocking  fund,  the  whole  amount  collected  is  no 
more  thin  £23  lOs.  8d.  It;  need  scarcely  be  said  that  the 
necessary  work  cannot  be  done  for  such  a  miserably 
inadequate  sum.  It  seems  to  follow,  therefore,  that  a 
great  many  of  the  club  members  must  be  withholding  help  - 
in  the  belief  that  the  amount  required  will  be  forthcoming 
from  other  pockets  than  their  own.  They  have  been 
accustomed  in  the  past  to  trade  oa  that  assumption,  but 
the  present  diminution  of  subscriptions  by  more  than  one 
1  alf  appears  to  indicate  that  the  liberal  few  are  beginning 
to  weary  of  paying  for  the  sport  of  the  illiberal  many." 


Me.  Frank  Page,  fishing  at  Radcoton  Feb.  5,  had  eight 
very  good  pike,  and,  in  addition,  one  of  281b.  (43in.  long 
and  2ljin.  round  the  middle).  Mr.  J.  Richardson,  of  IH , 
Judd-street,  Euston-road  (late  of  DunhiU's),  had  the  fish 
on  view  hi  his  window,  and  has  it  to  set  up.  Dragnet. 


"The  Play's  the  Thing."— This  has  often  beca  echoed  by  all 
Bcrls  and  conditions  of  men  einco  the  time  when  Shakespeare 
made  it  historical  through  the  medium  of  Hamlet.  A  good  play 
holds  the  mirror  up  to  nature,  atd  shows  iis  that  men  may  b3 
inlUiencedby  gooil  to  coi-qucr  evil.  It  proves,  iu  fact,  the  truth 
of  the  sayiog,  All  the  'World's  a  Stage."  HoUoway's  Pills  and 
Ointment  have  for  many  years  ployed  a  leading _pai  t  ia  the  drama 
of  life.  They  have  been  a  source  of  relief  and  cure  for  mosi  known 
complaints  in  all  parts  of  the  civilised  world.  Adults  and  children 
are  alike  beneflted  by  these  wonderful  remedies,  as  they  are  suit- 
able for  the  wealtest  as  well  as  the  strongest  constitutions, 
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The  salmon  season  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  opened 
yesterday  at  the  tail  end  of  rather  a  stiff  snowstorm.  Con- 
sidering the  extreme  mildness  of  the  season  hitherto,  there  is 
much  less  patience  being  exhibited  under  the  circumstances 
than  if  the  season  had  been  a  stormy  one  all  through.  Not  a 
few  rodsmen  booked  for  the  Dee  and  Spey  have  postponed 
their  arrival  till  the  weather  moderates. 


for  the  city  and  county  of  Inverness.  He  was  followed 
by  Dr.  Andrew  P.  Aitken,  professor  of  chemistry,  who 
was  examined  at  great  length  on  the  theory  of  putre- 
faction. Further  proof  in  the  case  has  been  adiourned 
till  March  2. 


Few  fresh  fish  have  been  seen  for  the  past  fortnight, 
and  it  is  believed  the  gales  have  driven  them  off  the  coast. 
The  wind  was  from  the  north,  and  on  some  days  last 
week  the  east  coast  was  so  rough  and  boisterous  that  the 
fishiog  fleet  had  to  beat  to  harbour.  However,  there 
are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools,  come  what  may.  Anglers 
who  care  to  rough  it  a  bit  are  sure  of  sport  during 
the  opening  weeks  of  the  season.  Those  who  may  come 
after  them,  on  the  lower  beats  of  the  rivers  at  least,  may 
not  fare  so  well,  although  the  present  storm  is  all  in  their 
favour  now. 

The  March  Brown  is  ona  of  the  earliest  sea  trout  flies 
to  put  on  the  water  during  February  and  March,  and  is  a 
sure  killer  when  nothing  else  can  tempt  a  rise.  Ihe  tube 
is  an  early  favourite,  and  is  used  in  three  colours — white, 
red,  apd  black.  Any  piece  of  tubing  about  the  thickness 
of  ordinary  slate  pencil,  and  from  2|in.  to  Sin.  long,  makes 
au  excellent  "minnow"  of  this  description,  threaded  or 
tied  on  to  a  piece  of  gut,  with  a  triangle  at  the  further 
end.  Some  split  the  lower  half  of  the  tube  to  form  a 
kind  of  tail,  and  have  a  single  hook  in  the  middle. 


Salmon  poachers  have  been  keeping  the  bailiffs'  toes 
«arm  both  on  the  Dee  and  Don.  The  premium  whi  h 
a  few  clean  fish  bring  at  the  opening  of  the  season  has  an 
extra  fascination  for  these  fly-by-night  gentry,  and  they 
will  scour  the  country  for  miles  to  get  on  to  an  unprotected 
lit  of  water.  Of  coarse  the  watchers  cannot  be  every- 
where, and  the  keepers  have  not  yet  learned  to  turn  out 
of  a-,  night  to  lend  a  hand  without  instructions  from  the 
"  house." 

But  they  do  not  always  escape  the  vigilance  of  the 
lailiffs,  and  last  week  two  batches  of  snatchers  were  up 
before  the  sheriff  at  Aberdeen— one  from  the  Dee  and 
another  from  the  Don— when  the  maximum  penalty  in 
the  former  was  £3  16s.,  and  in  the  latter  case  the  fines 
and  expenses  ran  up  against  one  old  hand  (who  had  been 
five  times  previously  convicted)  to  £7  os.  Of  course  not 
a  penny  will  ever  be  recovered,  and  meantime  he  is  off. 


A  fine  old  salt,  and  a  right  good  angler  to  boot,  has 
jUjt  retired  from  the  service  of  the  Aberdeen  School 
Board  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Harry  Loader,  who,  cherishing 
a  long  desire  to  spend  his  last  days  in  his  native  village  of 
Devonshire,  has  just  left  for  the  south,  taking  with  him 
sabstantial  tokens  of  the  goodwill  and  esteem  of  the  cold- 
hearted,  granite-headed  Aberdonians,  among  whom  he 
has  lived  the  second  half  of  a  busy  lifetime,  and  who  will 
long  remember  his  good  tempered  smile  and  cheery  face. 


Mr.  Loader  came  to  Deedside  with  Admiral  C.  G.  Fane, 
after  completing  his  twenty-one  years  in  the  navy 
and  retiring  with  a  substantial  pension  and  the  long 
service  medal.  For  the  next  four  or  five  years  we  shot 
and  fiihed  the  Admiral's  preserves  and  water  respectively, 
Harry  as  a  matter  of  business  and  I  as  a  matter  of 
pleasure,  the  whole  water  being  at  our  entire  command, 
the  Admiral  only  occasionally  letting  it,  and  having 
himself  unexpectedly  to  go  on  foreign  service. 


It  was  then  we  fished,  and  learned  to  fish,  for  we  were 
both  comparatively  green  to  salmon  waters  of  the  first 
order,  and  spared  neither  pains  nor  time  to  make  ourselves 
proficient.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  hours  daily, 
dragged  perforce  to  business,  the  rest  of  all  that  time  was 
spent  on  the  salmon  pools  of  the  Borrowstone  waters  or 
the  moors  cf  Dess.  In  the  winter  off  season  we  tied  flies, 
made  and  varnished  rods,  and  even  attempted  the 
invention  of  a  "  patent  waterproof,"  which  was  to  revolu- 
tionise the  world  of  waders  and  top  coats.  But,  alas  and 
alack  for  the  best  laid  schames  of  mice  and  men,  the 
"invention"  proved  abortive,  although  we  managed  to 
make  some  capital  fish  and  game  bags  out  of  the  oiled 
eloth,  one  of  which  I  have  still  by  me,  almost  as  fresh  as 
ever. 

The  8pey  case,  should  it  achieve  no  other  result,  will  at 
,)ea*t  opan  the  eyes  of  the  public  at  large  to  the  evils  of 
distillery  pollution.  Dr.  Macadam,  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh,  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  is 
equally  as  dangerous  as  city  sewage.  Others  equally 
authoritative  are  of  the  like  opinion ;  but  as  the  case  is 
meantime  »ui  judice  we  will  say  no  more,  meantime  using 
til  J  merely  as  an  introduction  to  the  next  par,  which 
gpeaks  for  itself .   

At  present  there  are  158  distilleries  at  work  in  Scotland, 
tbirty-Bix  having  been  erected  within  the  last  two  years. 
Other  two  are  in  course  of  erection,  and  the  cry  is  stOl 
they  come.  The  output  in  189"  was  55,000,000  gallons, 
''v  t  are  77,000,000  gallons  maturing.  It  is  not  the 
whisky  we  are  concerned  about  in  the  meantime,  but  the 
refuse  and  its  effect  on  our  salmon  supply. 


Lord  Provost  Mearns,  of  Aberdeen,  was  in  the  North 
of  England  lately,  and  as  it  is  his  lordship's  custom  to 
open  out  when  from  home  on  the  growth  of  his  native 
city  in  fishery  matters,  he  did  not  fail  at  the  banquet  in 
Newcastle  to  give  some  interesting  details.  In  1888  the 
value  of  white  fish  landed  in  the  United  Kingdom  equalled 
five  and  a  half  millions,  which  in  1896  reached  the 
enormous  sum  of  seven  and  a  half  millions. 

A  case  of  Sunday  poaching  was  tried  in  Stonehaven 
Sheriff  Court  last  week,  at  the  instance  of  Col.  Berkeley, 
Netherley  House,  but  found  not  proven.  A  good  deal  of 
Sunday  poaching  goes  on  among  farm  servants  in  a  quiet 
way,  but  as  they  are  generally  pretty  free  to  come  and  go 
in  the  woods  and  plantations,  which  ate  intersected  with 
kirk  roads  at  every  point,  more  than  tumbling  down  an  old 
dyke  is  required  to  secure  a  conviction. 

Special  Scotch. 


Iprovinctal  Botes 


•lays  were  occupied  in  hearing  further  proof  for 
tne  defender  in  the  Spey  pollution  case  last  week.  The 
principal  witness  was  Dr.  Ogilvie  Grant,  medical  officer 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  first  monthly  meeting  of  the   newly  appointed 
Birmingham  Committee  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening,  Feb.  3.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  H.  W.  Miller  occupied  the  vice-chair.    The  president 
congratulated  the  members  upon  their  appointment  to 
oflice,  and  said  that  he  hoped  that  the  same  harmony 
would  exist  between  the  committee  and  the  members  of 
the  association  during  the  present  year  as  in  the  past,  and 
that  the  progress  of  the  association  would  leave  nothing 
to  be  desired.    Several  important  matters  would  in  the 
near  future  be  placed  before  the  committee's  notice,  which 
would  require  dealing  with  in  such  a  manner  as  would 
give  satisfaction  to  all  members  connected  with  the  asso- 
ciation.  The  minutes  of  the  past  committee  meeting,  held 
on  Jan.  6  last,  were  read  and  confirmed,  after  which  Mr. 
Coles,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hall,  gave  in  a  report 
of  his  visit  to  the  West  Bromwich  Association,  who 
desired  to  become  afliliated  with  the  association.  "The 
report  was  satisfactory,  and  the  association  was  admitted 
A  visiting  committee  of  five  being  required,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  duly  elected  to  act  during  the  ensuing 
twelve  months,  namely  :  Messrs.  Coles,  Hughes,  Holding, 
Eabone,  and  Hop  wood.  Applications  from  three  new  clubs 
for  atfiliation  were  received  from  the  Three  Horse  Shoes, 
HoUoway  Head;  Baltic  Inn,  Sherlock-street;  and  the 
Crown  Inn,  Villa-street,  Loyells.    The  applications  were 
referred  to  the  visiting  committee.    The  date  for  the 
association's  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  Thursday  evening, 
Feb.  24  next ;  all  tickets  retained  after  the  Saturday  prior 
to  the  dinner  will  be  charged  for.    Several  gentlemen  of 
note  were  named  to  preside,  with  instructions  to  the 
secretary  to  write  them,  asking  them  to  favour  us  with 
their  presence  upon  this  important  occasion.  Several 
gentlemen  of  the  Tenby  Piscatorials  went  into  North 
Wales  last  week  on  a  fishing  expedition,  and  succeeded  in 
having  some  first-class  sport  amongst  the  pike,  roach,  and 
perch;  good  bags  were  secured  while  the  weather  re- 
mained favourable,  but  snow  and  rain  came  on  and  put 
an  end  to  their  sport;  had  the  weather  kept  favourable 
they    would   have    taken    a    large    quantity   of  fish. 
Of  all  the  associations  throughout  the  country  there  are 
none  that  can  lay  claim  to  the  numerical  progress  that  the 
Birmingham  Association  is  making,  as  during  the  past 
four  months  we  have  made  over  800  members,  and, 
independent  of  the  new  clubs  already  mentioned  in  my 
notes  of  late,  there  are  some  half  dozen  clubs  in  the 
course  of  formation.    The  entrance  fees,  &c.,  amount  to 
£4  63.  6d.,  but  this  does  not  deter  new  clubs  forming, 
and  if  the  association  would  only  accept  clubs  in  close 
proximity  to  those  already  established,  another  dozen 
clubs  would  be  willing  to  form  and  pay  the  fees  mentioned 
at  once,  but  the  association  do  not,  in  common  fairness  to 
the  clubs  already  established,  take  these  clubs  in  unless 
the  already  established  clubs  offer  no  objections.  We 
have  seventy-two  societies  already  affiliated,  our  largest 
club  has  250  fully  paid-up  members,  and  we  have  six  clubs 
with  over  150  members,  and  twelve  clubs  in  aU  with  over 
100  members,  and  we  have  no  club  with  less  than  thirty 
members,  and  our  strength  (according  to  the  travelling 
cards  just  issued)  is  5200  members.    Mr.  H.  Miller  had  a 
good  cU,y  amongst  the  pike  on  Friday  last,  as  he  succeeded 
in  capturing  eleven  fish  that  weighed  over  431b.,  the 
largest  fish  weighing  over  81b.    They  were  taken  from 
private  water.    A  committee  meeting  of  the  Proviroial 
Angling  Association  will  be  held  at  the  Bed  Lion  Hotel, 
Snow  Hill,  Wolverhampton,  on    Saturday  afternoon, 
Feb.   19  next ;  chair  taken  at  four  o'clock  prompt. 
Dinner  will  be  provided  by  the  Wolverhampton  Associa 
tion  »X  the  conclusion  of  the  business, 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  angling  outlook  has  undergone  very  little  change 
in  the  Fen  district  since  last  week.  Rain  has  fallen,  but 
not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  alter  the  conditions  cf  the 
water,  and  roach  fishing  ij  still  at  a  discount,  in  fact,  this 
class  of  sport  may  be  regarded  as  over  for  the  seas  n.  On 
the  other  hand,  pike  continue  to  offer  unlimited  sport, 
despite  the  low  and  bright  condition  in  which  some  of  the 
streams  are  now  running.  Those  who  have  been  after  the 
"freshwater  shark  "on  the  Witham  and  Forty-foot  have 
done  remarkably  well.  On  the  former  river,  the  lengths 
at  Kirkstead,  Dogdyke,  and  Langrick  have  aU  yielded 


splendidly,  and  some  rods  have  accounted  for  as  many  aa 
three  and  four  brace  in  a  single  day.  The  size  of  the  fish, 
too,  has  been  equally  satisfactory,  many  of  them  weighing 
from  41b.  to  71b.  apiece.  The  middle  reaches  have  proved 
most  remunerative  on  the  Forty -foot,  and,  amongst  other 
fish,  two  weighing  S^lb.  andO^lb.  respectively  were  captured 
during  the  week.  Reports  from  the  Welland  are  also 
encouraging,  so  far  as  trolling  is  concerned. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  liver  Hull  fished  very  well  during  the  early  part  of 
last  week,  so  likewise  did  the  Market  Weighton  Canal, 
and  from  the  top  stretches  of  the  former  several  very  fine 
dace  were  shown  at  the  different  clubs,  scaling  from  7of.. 
to  9oz.  each ;  but  at  the  end  of  the  week  the  weather 
became  very  winterly,  completely  putting  a  damper  on 
roach  fishing  ;  but  pike  fishing  continues  very  good  both 
on  the  river  and  canal,  and  some  fair  sized  fish  have  been 
taken  during  the  week,  running  up  to  71b.  each.  The 
Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  held  their  usual 
monthly  council  meeting  on  the  2nd  inst.,  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker,  when 
there  was  a    good  attendance  of  delegates  from  the 
affiliated  societies,  the  secretary  reporting  that  the  total 
membership    was    661.     The     folloTOng  applications 
from   various    clubs    to    fish    their   matches   on  tha 
Winestead   Drain,    at    Patrington,    on    Good  Friiay, 
were  considered  and  granted,  viz.,  the  Albion  A.A.[ 
the  Alexandra  A.A.,  County  A.S.,  Hull  Town  A.S.,  and 
Old  Sculcoates  A.S. ;  and  the  following  open  angling 
matches  were  also  agreed  to  :  The  Blundells  A.S.  on  the 
Hull,  at  Danswell,  on  May  28  ;  and  the  Albion  A  S.  on 
the  Ancholme,  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  on  June  18.  Alorg 
discussion  also  took  place  relative  to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board's  impost  of  trout  licences  on  the  coarse  fish  anglers 
of  the  river  Hull,  when  it  was  resolved  :  "  That  the  feeling 
of  all  the  affiliated  societies  be  taken  as  to  resisting  the 
compulsory  trout  licences,  and  that  the  delegates  be 
instructed  by  the  March  council  meeting,"  which  will  b3 
held  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday,  March  2  ;  chair  to  be 
taken  at  8  p.m.    At  the  annual  distribution  of  prizes  of 
the  Wednesday  Angling  Society,  Mr.  S.  King  was  the 
recipient  of   the  society's  gold  medal  for  most  points 
in    the  matches  during  the  past  season,  he  having 
secured    the    highest    possible  number,   viz.,  twelve  ; 
Mr.  W.  Chapman  securing  the  first  aggregate  prize  witli 
211b.  4|oz.  ;  and  prizes  for  specimen  fish  were  awarded  as 
follows :   Bream,  to  Mr.  O.  Barrick,  with  a  fish  of 
21b.  7ioz.  ;  roach,    Mr.    F.  Brown;  and  dace,  Mr.  J. 
Hewland.    Mr.  H.  Marriss  is  the  winner  of  the  George 
and  Dragon  A.S.  gold  medal,  and  Mr.  G.  Briggs  the 
second  one.    This  society  have    a  special  important 
meeting  at  headquarters  on  Monday  evening,  and  the 
Clarence  A.A_.  a  prize  presentation  and  smoking  concert 
on  the  18th  instant,  and  on  the  same  evening  the  East 
Hull  Brass  Band  A.S.  have  a  tea,  soiree,  and  ball;  and 
cn  the  21st  the  Victoria  Angling  Society  will  hold  their 
annual  dinner  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel.    Our  codling 
anglers  continue  to  have  good  sport,  both  at  Panll  and 
Killinghobne.    A  few  good  fish  have  also  been  taken  on 
the  jetties,  with  mussel.    On  Mondiy  evening  last  a  new 
angling  society  was  inaugurated  at  the  Albert  Hotel, 
Scott-street,  Hull,  called  the  Royal  Albert  A. A. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
With  the  near  approach  of  the  fishing  season,  the 
question  of  amalgamation  of  fishery  boards  is  being 
brought  prominently  forward  in  this  district.    It  is 
suggested  that  "for  the  purpose  of  securing  any  alteration 
in  the  salmon  laws  which  might  be  thought  desirable,"  au 
amalgamation  of  the  whole  of  the  fishery  boards  would 
conduce  to  that  end,  and  it  has  been  proposed  to  hold  a 
meeting  early  next  month  of  representatives  of  the  Kent, 
Leven,  Bela,  Winster,  and  Duddon  Board,  the  Ribble, 
Lune,  Eden,  Derwent,  and  West  Cumberland  Boards.' 
The  proposal  as  at  present  put  forth  is  somewhat  vague, 
although  several  of  the  boards  have  so  far  fallen  in  with 
the  idea  that  they  have  agreed  to  be  represented.  The 
area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  six  boards  concerned  is 
a  wide  and  important  one,  comprising  North  Lancashire, 
the  whole  of  Westmoreland,  a  portion  of  Yorkshire,  and' 
the  greater  part  of  Cumberland— the  whole  of  the  Lake 
District,  in  fact.     If  this  proposed   amalgamation  or 
federation  means  simply  what  has  already  been  suggested, 
then  much  good  might  result;  but   to  embrace  the 
whole  area  under  one  board,  as  some  seem  to  have 
erroneously  imagined  the  object  to  be,  would  be  im- 
practicable and  useless.    So  far  as  we  can  gather  how- 
ever, there  is  no  intention  of  the  federation  being  any- 
thing than  a  combination  of  boards,  who  will  work  in 
unison  upon  any  question  of  law  or  alteration  of  law 
affecting  the  general  well  being  of  anglers  and  the  public 
generally.    We  shall  look  with  interest  to  the  result  of 
the  forthcoming  meeting,  composed,  as  it  will  be,  of 
gentlemen  fully  conversant  with  all  matters  connected 
with  the  fishery  laws  which  may  arise. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Your  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week,  page  97, 
will  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  ideas  of  our  men  here 
than  plenty  of  the  vapouring  we  get  about  test  cases,  &c., 
and  spending  money  on  law  that  can  only  end  in  more 
strife  and  ill-feeling.  The  action  of  some  boards,  in 
many_  cases  inspired  by  the  game  fisher,  is  monstrous, 
and  it  would _  be  more  in  keeping  with  our  idea  of 
kindness  if,  in  _  doubtful  points,  the  boards  were 
to  stretch  a  point  in  favour  of  the  humble  coarse 
fisher.  The  Fishing  Gazette  would  earn  the  eternal 
gratitude  o'  this  county  if  it  would  throw  its 
powerful  iiflaence  ir.to  the  question  on  the  lines,  extended 
if  possible,  of  your  last  week's  article ;  further  notes  on 
the  subject  will  be  awaited  with  interest.  We  did 
hope,  when  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  was 
formed,  with  Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt  and  other  gentlemen 
in  office,  that  some  good  results  would  follow,  but 
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PURPLE 
HEATHER.' 

THE 

NEW 
JACKET. 


"  '  EESISTUS  '  is  the  name  of  a  new  cloth  which 
has  the  tenacity  and  somewhat  the  appearance  of 
.inen  twill,  but  to  the  tonch  there  is  that  feeUng  of 
softness  and  comfort  inseparable  from  a  woollen 
material.  ...  A  more  suitable  fabric  out  of 
which  to  fashion  sportsmen's  garments  could  not 
be  imagined."— jKsTvmsr  Gazette,  Nov.  14,  1896. 

DR,  JAEGER'S  CO, 

PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 

42,  CONDUIT  STREET,  W. 

Telegrams-"  HIQHMOST.  LONDON." 


THE  'PURPLE  HEATHER' 
FISHING  JACKET 

will  be  received  with  favour  by  those  who  study 
comfort  with  appearance."  —  Fishing  Gazette, 
Nov.  14,  1896.   

"  An  admirably  designed  ooat  ....  so  cut 
at  the  back  that,  while  it  allows  the  greatest 
possible  freedom  to  the  shoulders  and  arms,  it 
always  falls  into  its  place  and  hangs  well  and  ship- 
shape. It  is,  in  fact,  exactly  what  a  true  sports- 
man requires — a  thoroughly  useful  and  workman- 
like garment." — Rod  and  Gwn,  Oct.  17,  1896. 


"  RESISTUS." 
THE 
NEW 
CLOTH. 


THE  ROYAL  FAMILY. 

CONSOMME  differs  in  important 
essentials  from  any  preparation  that 
is  being  offered  to  the  public.  Meat 
extracts  merely  supply  a  basis  for 
making  soups  and  gravies.  Maggi's 
Consomme  is  itself  a  perfectly  made 
clear  soup  of  the  best  quality, 
instantly  prepared  by  the  simple 
addition    of   boiling   water,  and 
requiring  no  other  addition  or  seasoning  whatever.    In  Continental 
households,  where  the  average  of  domestic  cookery  is  higher  than  in  this 
country,  and  where  few  ready-made  preparations  are  used,  Maggi  is  a 
"  household  word,"  because  it  represents  results  equal  to 
the  best  achievements  of  the  skilled  cook.     The  Con- 
somme is  put  up  in  gelatine  tubes,  which  protect  it  from 
the  air  and  ensure  its  keeping  in  any  climate.  This 
portability  and  keeping  property,  combined  with  the  ease 
and  quickness  of  preparation,  make  it  invaluable  for 
Anglers,  Sportsmen,  and  Travellers,  and  its  superiority  to 
anything  else  of  the  kind  has  been  vouched  for  by  the  head 
of  the  Jeaffreson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  by  officers 
of  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  by  many  other  travellers.  In 
the  sick-room  it  is  not  only  more  palatable  and  more 
quickly  prepared  than  beef  tea,  but  its  food  value  is  of 
high  order.     The  Lancet  testifies  to  its  "real  nutrient  as  well  as 
stimulating  properties,"  and  equally  favourable  opinions  have  been 
expressed  by  other  medical  and  hospital  papers.    In  cost  it  compares 
favourably  with  any  other  food  preparation  of  the  kind.    It  is  put  up 
in  boxes  containing  ten  tubes  or  capsules,  each  of  which  will  make 
I  pint  of  strong  soup,  at  the  price  of  1/8  per  box,  post  free  1/9.    It  can 
be   obtained   of   all   grocers,   Italian   warehousemen,   and  chemists 
in  town  and  country,  or  the  Sole  Agents  for  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies,  _ 

COSENZA  Sc  CO.,  95,  WIGfflORE  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 


For  30  years  Manufacturer  of  8-plait  Lines. 
These  lines  are  made  from  pure  silli  of  the  very 
best  quality,  and  are  the  strongest  Imes  m  the 
market.  J-  ^• 

BOAOH    1  *» 

BAEBEL    110 

PIKB   3  O 

SAIiMOS   4  ■* 

Per  100  yards. 
Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
for  yourselves.    Dealer  in  all  binds  of  haits. 
3000  Trent  Boaeh  for  sale,  cheap.    The  trade 
supplied. 

TBEAKER,  2,  Broad  Marah,  NOTTINGHAM. 


BROWN'S 
PHANTOM  MINNOW 

IS 

The  Best  Artificial  Bait  ever 
yet  Invented." 

Fitted  with  Geen's  Patent  Swivel,  it  kas  the 
Simplest,  Neatest,  and  Strongest  Spinning 
Attachment  of  any  Bait  extant. 

Send  for  lllusirated  Price  List  of  High 
Class  Fishing  Tackle  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 
64,   GEOBGE  ST.,  ABERDEEN". 

TELKaEAMS;  "  PHANTOM,  ABEBDEEN." 


BIBDSGR0VEJ1SHING  CLUB. 

There  are  Two  VACANT  RODS  on  this  Club  Water 
for  the  coming  season,  on  about  four  miles  of  the  best 
part  of  the  River  Dove.— For  further  particulars,  apply  to 
Mr.  G.  M.  BOND  Alrewas  House,  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. 


NOW  READY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

Sir     OOTSWOIjD     ISYS,  1A..J^. 
Price  ONE  SHILLING,  In  neat  cloth  binding. 

London  ;  SAMPSON  LOW.  MARSTON.  &   COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


GOOD  FREE  PIKE  and  GENERAL 
FISHING  on  the  OTJSE. 

ASCABD,  Holywell  Ferry  Fishery, 
•  supplies  every  requisite — PUNTS, 
BAITS,  and  ATTENDANCE,  and  all 
HOME  COMFORTS— at  most  reasonable 
figures,  and  invariably  secores  good  sport 
for  his  patrons  ;  will  meet  any  train  at 
St.  Ives  or  Swavesey  on  receipt  of  wire 
or  letter,  as  above. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHIKG. 

ME.  HENBT  COXON'S  (representative  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Field)  new  and 
splendidly  Illustrated  work,  "  A  MODEBN 
TBEATISE  ON  PBAOTIOAL  COABSE  FISH 
ANGLING :  HOW  TO  OATCH  FISH,"  has  now 
reached  its  third  edition,  and  this  since  Christmas. 
No  such  practical  book  on  angling  was  ever 
written,  and  its  contents  have  been  highly 
extolled  by  all  the  leading  angling  and  other 
sporting  papers  in  the  British  Isles.  Send  for 
copy. 

Price  IB.  ad.,  postage  free. 
WALTON  VILLA,  WEST  BBIDGFOBD, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


MALVERN  WELLS  FISHERY. 


VEARLINGS,  FRY,  OVA.  —  Fario, 
Loch  Leven,  Font  inalis,  and  Rain- 
bow Trout.— V^rite  for  Illustrated  Book 
and  Price  List  (free),  Wm  .  Buroess  &  Co., 
Malvern  Wells. 


FouBTH  Edition  Now  Ekadt. 

DOMESTICATED 
TROUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 
By  LIVINOSTON  STONE 

Crown  8vo,  ISs.  6d. 
London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON,  •ai  00.,  Ltd 
St  D«nnt»n'«  Bonus.  Fettnr-Iana.  K  O 


Anglers  wisMng  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Viahing  the  Derbyshire  Streami, 

BHOULD  ADVBBTIBB  IN 

THE  iLFRETON  AND  HELPER  JODRHAL 

Charget  very  moderate. 
Address:  Kln»  Street  Allretou.  


VUitors  wishing  to  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  Kiver  Dart,  where  caplui  Tront 

knd  Salmon  Fishingi  s  obtainable, 

SHOULD  ADVBBTISB  IN  THB 

T0TNE8  TIMES, 

Pablished  Friday  Evening. 
14  wordf,  M. ;  80  vmrdt,  !«.,  prepaid. 
Officer :  Fore  Street,  Totnea. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  h  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVBHTIgB  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  AdvU.,  18  wordi,  6d. ;  80  aordt,  1$.,  prepaid 
Address:  New*  OHice,  Aahbourno 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Onse,  *o, 

SHOULD  ADVBBTI81  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge 


WESTERN  GUARDIAN. 

Mid-Weekly  Jownal  for  the  Westeni  SUtriet. 
Published  Wednesdays  &  Thursdays.  Price  Id 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 
SEA  and  BIVEB  FISHING,  SHOOTING, 
HUNTING,  SAILING  and  BOATING,  to  the 
South  Devon  District,  throughout  wBlcn  ne 
Weitem  Owwdian  circulates. 

Advertising  Charget  Moderate. 
Head  OHIces :   Totnes.  Deveo. 
Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stonr. 

SHOULD  ADVBaTIBB  IN 

The  Observer*  Chronicle  tor  Hants  4  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  adverts.,  as  words  for  Is.  prepsio- 
Address  :  Observer  OMice,  Bournemootli. 
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we  were  disappointed,  and  to-day  our  lot  is  as  bad,  if 
not  worse,  than  ever.  Working  men  can  organise 
on  qnestiora  of  trade  unionism,  and  why  not  on  angling 
items  ?  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Oldham  Angling  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  the  Fishermen's  Home,  Henshaw- 
street.  The  report  and  balance-sheet  were  easily  disposed 
of,  the  balance  in  hand  being  considered  satisfactory,  and 
the  report,  which  noted  several  additions  to  the  library, 
was  also  very  acceptable.  The  following  is  the  new 
executive  :  President,  Mr.  John  Mills ;  vice,  Mr.  Joseph 
Lees;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Webb;  secretary,  Mr.  A.  S. 
Barlow  ;  auditors,  Messrs.  H.  FiUingham  and  W.  Long  ; 
librarians,  Messrs.  C.  Grimshaw  and  G.  Jackson.  An 
important  item  to  receive  attention  in  the  ensuing  year  is 
the  question  of  acquiring  the  privilege  (not  right)  of  fish- 
ing in  the  corporation  reservoirs  and  reserves.  Those 
who  bave  not  yet  seen  the  Bridgwater  Challenge  Shield 
will  be  able  to  form  an  idea  of  its  great  beauty  by 
the  show  card  recently  issued  in  connection  with  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  by  Messrs.  Tootill  and  Sons,  Man- 
chester ;  it  is  in  very  truth  artistic.  Although  Stockport 
is  just  over  our  border,  we  are  such  near  neighbours  and 
such  good  friends,  that  their  successes  interest  us.  We 
hear  from  reports  that  the  Poynton  Canal  under  their 
control  is  doing  well,  and,  in  fact,  all  their  undertakings 
and  organisations  are  prosperous. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  showers  which  fell  during  the  week  tended  to 
heighten  the  streams  only  for  a  few  hours,  although  it 
certainly  lent  a  charm  of  colour  to  the  water  so  sadly 
meded.  The  preserves  of  the  L.A.S.  have  furnished  fair 
takes  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Mr.  C.  Thornton,  fishing 
at  Frisby,  had  a  fair  lot  of  chub,  the  best  fish  going 
2lb.  14oz.,  which  was  weighed-in  at  the  Dolphin  A.C.  All 
the  prizes  in  the  winter  match  of  the  Dolphin  A.C.  were 
taken  by  Mr.  J.  Marriott,  including  the  special  prizes  for 
largest  and  smallest  fish,  and  the  first  prize,  he  being  the 
only  fisherman  who  landed  fish.  Mr.  W.  Hatton,  Mr.  H. 
Jarvis;  Mr.  E.  Winterton,  and  C.  Richardson  had  an 
excellent  take  of  pike  from  private  waters,  the  gross  total 
gbmg  over  801b.,  the  two  largest  fish  being  171b.  lOoz.  and 
17ib.' 7oz.  respectively.  The  first  named  angler  kept  up 
hisTeputation  under  his  well  known  sobriquet  by  taking 
the  largest  specimen  of  the  gallant  Esox  lucius. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

We  have  again  to  record  the  loss  of  a  prominent  ofiicial 
angler  in  this  city  iu  the  death  of  Mr.  E.  Ridings,  the 
host  and  treasurer  of  the  Openshaw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton 
Anglers._  This  club  was  originated  at  the  instigation  of 
Mr.  Ridings  and  •thers,  and  although  some  time  since  a 
portion  of  the  members  left  and  started  another  society, 
our  late  friend  died  in  harness,  surrounded  by  aU  the  best 
members  of  his  club  sailing  under  their  original  club  title. 
His  remains  were  followed  to  their  last  resting  place  by 
many,  testifying  to  the  general  respect  in  which  he  was 
held.  Our  lasb  new  club,  the  Vulcan,  has  secured  for  its 
first  secretary  Mr.  Henri  Straker,  a  veteran  angler  and  an 
experienced  oflicer  in  club  matters.  Four  of  our  city  men 
had  an  out  last  week.  The  wind  was  very  boisterous,  and 
drove  them  out  of  their  course,  but  eventually  they 
landed  at  Lancaster,  safe  and  sound,  at  eventide.  The 
figures  relating  to  the  fish  turned  in  by  the  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association,  and  mentioned  in  these  notes  last 
week,  were  correct  in  total,  but  were  divided  as  to 
shippers  a  little  wrong,  but  it  was  as  per  figures  sent  me. 
It  should  have  been  640  from  Lincoln,  600  from  Notting- 
ham, 1000  roach  and  140  mixed  fish.  Last  Saturday 
they  received  335  very  fine  roach  from  Lincolnshire,  and 
are_  expecting  a  further  shipment  next  Saturday,  the  12th. 
This  liberal  stocking  is  bound  to  have  a  beneficial  effect 
on  the  waters  so  treated,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the 
future  these  waters  will  afford  good  sport  to  all.  Just  a 
final  reminder  of  the  lecture  at  headquirters  of  Buckland, 
on  Wednesday  next,  at  Queen  Adelaide  Hotel,  Chancery- 
lane,  Ardwick.  There  wUl  be  a  lantern  and  four 
operators  in  lecturing  and  exhibiting. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  great  change.  The  weather 
has  been  very  boisterous,  and  only  the  most  hardy  or 
ardent  of  fishermen  have  been  out.  In  the  RoUeston 
fishery,  Mr.  W.  Foulds,  of  the  Nottingham  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  Association,  has  taken  301b.  of  roach,  perch,  and 
bream ;  and  in  the  wat«r  below,  Mr.  P.  J.  Lindley  and 
myself  creeled  upwards  of  201b.  of  roach  and  perch, 
including  a  perch  of  lib.  3oz.  This  was  weighed-in  at  the 
Victoria  Club,  Beeston  Rylands.  Mr.  S.  Pogson  and  Mr. 
W.  Staniland  have  taken  some  splendid  pike  from  private 
waters  ;  and  at  Weston  basin,  Mr.  Holliogsworth,  a  local 
farmer,  has  secured  eight  of  561b.  On  Monday,  Mr.  W. 
Trusmell,  of  Radford,  landed  one  of  8|lb.,  losing  asecond, 
estimated  at  lolb.  This  latter  plunged  in  all  directions, 
and  the  only  regret  on  the  part  of  the  angler  was,  that  he 
had  not  a  gaff  near  him.  I  have  been  very  successful  of 
late  amongst  roach,  but  of  my  successes  I  care  to  say 
nothing.  1  might,  however,  incidentally  mention  {I  am 
m  no  fishing  club,  and  do  not  believe  in  them  as  regards 
the  weighing-in  of  fish— frauds  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
and  I  have  ample  proofs)  that  I  have  creeled  fish  from  lib. 
to  lib.  14^02.  each.   These  I  have  given  away. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
Although  the  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  rather 
too  boisterous  and  wintry  to  suit  the  tastes  of  most  fisher- 
men,.yet  the  rough  winds  have  served  an  exceedingly  good 
purpose  in  improving  the  conditions  for  pike  fishing,  for 
np  to  a  week  ago  very  little  sport  had  been  obtained 
amongst  pike.  The  Witham  has  been  visited  by  a  large 
number  of  Sheffielders,  and  considerable  execution  has 
been  wrought  amongst  the  pike,  the  best  bait,  being  live 
rait.  In  the  north  Forty-foot  some  exceedingly  fine  bits 
of  sport  have  beei  obtained,  a  large  nnmber  of  fish  having 
been  killed,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  the  fish  have 


been  of  good  size.  At  Langrick  rod  wielders  have  fared 
very  well  amongst  pike,  whilst  a  good  number  of  heavy 
baskets  of  roath  have  been  secured,  maggots  having  proved 
to  be  the  most  successful  bait.  The  Lincoln  anglers  have 
found  no  lack  of  sport  in  the  waters  between  the 
cathedral  city  and  Southrey,  and  roach  have  provided 
the  majority  of  them  with  plenty  of  pastime.  As 
is  usually  the  case,  the  Trent  has  not  suffered 
from  any  want  of  patronage,  and  whilst  at  times  the 
winds  have  caused  the  water  to  be  a  little  too  rough,  the 
general  results  have  been  extremely  satisfactory.  At 
Clifton  and  Dunham  any  number  of  good  sized  roach  have 
been  caught,  the  best  laits  having  been  maggots  and 
worms.  Anglers  have  found  it  pay  best  to  be  provided 
with  both  kinds  of  bait,  for  where  the  fish  have  declined  to 
take  maggots  they  have  invariably  bitten  well  at  worms, 
and  vice  versa.  At  Bardney,  in  the  Witham,  pike  fishing 
has  been  in  better  condition  than  any  previous  time 
during  the  season,  and  a  goodly  number  of  big  fish  have 
been  grassed.  ShefSeld  trout  anglers  have  noted  with 
considerable  satisfaction  that  the  waters  of  the  Sheaf  are 
to  have  some  of  the  benefits  at  the  disposal  of  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board.  At  the  annual  meeting,  held  at  York 
on  Monday,  the  board  desided  to  spend  £40  on  yearling 
trout,  to  be  turned  into  various  waters  in  the  district.  Of 
the  number,  500  are  to  be  given  to  the  Sheffield  Trout 
Anglers'  Society,  and  they  will  find  their  new  home  in  the 
river  Sheaf. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  question  whether  or  not  the  Severn  Conservancy 
Board  should  permit  the  netting  out  of  coarse  fish  in  the 
interests  of  trout  and  salmon,  is  just  now  producing  much 
controversy,  but  after  all  the  casus  belli  does  not  seem  so 
serious  as  is  generally  suppossd.  Mr.  Coles,  the  zealous 
advocate  of  the  coarse  fishers,  very  fairly  admitted  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators,  that  the  pike 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  river ;  and  if  he  would  be 
willing  to  add  "  chub  also  "  the  representatives  of  Shrop- 
shire and  Montgomeryshire,  at  any  rate,  would  be  quite 
content  to  accept  this  understanding.  In  ag^reeing  to  the 
principle  of  netting  out  pike  Mr.  Coles  is  acting  in  the 
very  best  interests  of  the  coarse  fish  anglers  themselves, 
for  not  only  are  the  pike  greatly  damaging  the  salmon  and 
trout  fisheries,  but  they  are  also  spoiling  the  spoit  of  the 
roach  and  dace  angler.  Pike,  it  is  true,  yield  good  winter 
sport,  but  the  number  of  anglers  who  are  able  to  avail 
themselves  of  such  is  comparatively  small.  Summer 
anglers  are  in  the  majority,  and  by  the  rule  of  "  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number  "  their  interests 
should  have  the  most  consideration.  We  take  it  that 
it  is  not  the  intention  or  desire  of  the  board  to 
destroy  fish  other  than  pike  and  chub.  Perch,  dace, 
and  roach  yield  splendid  sport,  and  they  ought,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  be  preserved.  Shropshire  and  Montgomery- 
shire anglers  would  nearly  all  like  to  take  trout  if  it  were 
possible  for  the  board  to  provide  them,  but  so  long  as  the 
present  conditions  obtain,  so  long  will  the  percentage  of 
trout  in  the  river  be  extremely  small.  The  Shrewsbury 
Severn  Angling  Association,  on  Wednesday  in  this  week, 
received  from  the  Solway  Fishery  Company  a  consign- 
ment of  27,000  eyed  trout  ova.  These  were  purchased  by 
the  Severn  Board,  and  after  the  fry  have  been  reared  in 
the  hatchery  maintained  by  the  association,  they  will  be 
transferred  to  the  Severn  for  the  common  good  of  the 
angling  public.  The  Severn  Board  annually  subscribes 
£10  to  Shropshire,  and  a  like  sum  to  Montgomeryshire, 
for  the  purposes  of  artificial  trout  culture  ;  but  although 
this  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  it  is  too  inadequate  to 
be  of  much  practical  benefit  to  the  trout  fishermen  of  the 
upper  waters.  If  the  board  could  but  ensure  better  sport, 
their  revenue  from  rod  and  line  licences  in  this  district 
would  very  materially  improve. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  week-end  reports  did  not  show  that  there  had  been 
much  fishing  on  the  Yorkshire  streams,  the  Derwent, 
Swale,  Wharfe,  and  Nidd  all  being  affected  to  some  extent 
by  the  rain  or  snow.  If  grayling  angling  is  practically 
over,  coarse  fishing  has  afforded  some  enjoyment,  and  a 
few  nice  catches  of  pike,  roach,  and  perch  have  been  made, 
more  especially  on  the  Ure  and  Swale.  There  is  likely  to 
be  good  sport  with  trout  when  the  season  comes,  as  on 
nearly  all  the  best  waters  the  fish  are  thriving.  The  close 
season  for  grayling,  or  any  kind  of  freshwater  fish,  excepting 
pollen,  trout,  or  char,  extends  from  March  15  to  June  15, 
both  dates  inclusive,  and  there  are  stringent  penalties 
under  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  regulations  for  catching 
in  close  time.  More  particularly  is  this  the  case  where 
conviction  follows  the  use  of  dynamite  or  other  explosive 
substances  for  catching  or  destroying  fish,  for  wilfiilly 
attempting  to  poison  them,  and  for  possessing  salmon, 
trout,  or  char  roe,  except  with  the  board's  consent.  The 
spell  of  wintry  weather  is  broken,  and  we  have  returned 
to  the  murky  mildness  which  ruled  before.  The  Izaak 
Walton  Angling  Society  had  their  annual  dinner  at  the 
Golden  Fleece  Hotel,  Pavement,  York,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  Mr.  A.  Ashwell,  the  chairman,  presiding. 
The  toasts  were  of  a  complimentary  character.  The 
members  and  friends  of  the  Melbourne  Angling  Society 
dined  at  the  Melbourne  Hotel,  fork,  on  Saturday, 
when  Mr.  G.  Mann  was  in  the  chair.  Mr.  G.  Woolford, 
the  president,  in  acknowledging  the  toast  of  his  health, 
said  the  club  started  in  a  modest  way  four  or  five  yeais 
ago,  and  was  now  in  a  very  satisfactory  position.  'There 
was  a  good  balance  in  hand,  and  every  prospect  of  a 
snccessfnl  season.  Mr.  Amour,  secretary,  said  the  club 
was  second  to  none  in  the  city.  Referring  to  the  work  of 
the  York  Amalgamation  of  Anglers,  he  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  number  of  their  club  members  who  now  held 
tickets — eighteen — would  be  increased  during  the  year, 
and  that  they  would  do  aU  they  could  to  assist  in  securing 
waters  in  the  York  district  instead  of  letting  in  clubs  from 
a  distance  to  the  exclusion  of  York  anglers. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
C.  Henry. — Apply  to  Mr.  Booth,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  9,  Chatham-placa,  Brighton. 
He  will,  no  doubt,  give  you  every  particuUr  relating  to 
the  waters  in  possession  of  the  S.P.S. 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

FISHING  FROM  THE  TOW-PATH  NEAR  HENLEY. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Jan.  30  I  made  my  first  visit  to  Henley- 
on-Thames  for  a  day's  roach  fishing  from  the  bank.  Not 
knowing  the  locality,  I  walked  up  the  towing-path  in 
search  of  a  swim.  I  found  a  good  one  about  a  mile  or 
more  from  the  bridge  (on  the  tow-path  side),  which  I 
baited  up,  &c.,  and  commenced  operations.  After  I  had 
been  fishing  about  four  hours,  a  man,  who  I  suppose  was  a 
keeper,  with  a  large  dog,  came  up  to  me  and  ordered  me 
off,  also  some  other  anglers.  I  asked  him  why  ?  His 
reply  was,  that  the  gentleman  who  lived  in  the  house  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river  strongly  objected  to  bank 
anglers  fishing  in  front  of  his  house  and  property,  even  if 
they  were  on  the  towing-path  (a  distance  of  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile)  ;  but  if  I  wished  I  could  find  a  swim 
anywhere  beyond  a  swing  gate  to  the  left  of  me,  or  beyond 
the  private  ferry  to  the  right  of  me. 

What  I  wish  to  ask  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  is, 
whether  they  can  enlighten  me  and  my  fellow  anglers  on 
the  subject  ? 

In  the  first  place,  whether  a  man  being  on  one  side  of 
the  river  can  order  an  angler  off  of  the  towing-path  side  ? 

Secondly,  what  would  be  the  penalty  if  refused  ?  And, 
if  they  have  power  to  do  so,  why  not  have  notice  boards  np 
to  notify  the  fact  ?  If  that  were  done,  no  sensible  fisher- 
man would  infringe  the  rule,  saying  nothing  about  his 
wasted  ground-bait  and  time  in  shifting. — I  am,  &c., 

  J.  J.  H. 


[The  following  letter  is  in  answer  to  inquiries  made  by 
us  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  of  Henley :] 

Sir, — The  subject-matter  of  '"J.  J.  H.'s  "  letter  is  of 
considerable  interest  both  to  local  and  visiting  anglers, 
and,  whilst  hastening  to  be  of  service  to  you,  I  must, 
before  proceeding  further,  impress  upon  you  and  your 
readers  that  I  provide  the  requested  particulars  subject  to 
aU  reserve,  and  without  committing  myself  as  to  the 
legality  or  illegality  of  any  detail. 

The  portion  of  the  towing-path  in  question  has,  from 
my  earliest  recollections,  been  much  favoured  by  roach 
fishers,  and  justly  so.  It  is,  approximately,  one  and  a  half 
miles  down  from  Henley  Bridge,  and  is  immediately 
opposite  Greenlands,  the  well  known  residence  of  the 
Hon.  W.  P.  D.  Smith.  The  swims  along  this  bank  have 
in  recent  years  been  constantly  occupied  during  the 
autumn  and  winter  months  by  local  and  London  fishermen, 
and  I  regret  to  record  that,  as  is  too  often,  unfortunately, 
the  case  where  a  number  of  men  are  within  haU  of  each 
other,  the  language  has  sometimes  been  of  a  very 
obnoxious  description.  Indecent  behaviour  also  has 
been  committed  in  close  proximity  to  the  swims,  and 
naturally,  as  a  result,  offence  has  been  given  to  .  the 
popular  owner  of  Greenlands  and  members  of  his  family, 
whose  lawn  and  windows  are  quite  open  to  the  opposite 
bank.  The  keeper  in  question  is  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Smith,  and,  I  have  been  informed,  has  orders  to  warn  off 
anglers  from  opposite  Greenlands  when  any  of  the  family 
are  in  residence.  This,  I  assume,  explains  his  action  on 
the  date  in  question.  The  large  dog  may,  I  think,  be  left 
out,  such  a  companion  frequently  appearing  with  game- 
keepers in  this  district. 

The  land  on  each  side  of  the  river  is  Mr.  Smith's 
property,  as  also,  I  believe,  are  the  fishery  rights,  and  it 
would  be  very  unwise  to  raise  a  point  of  law  in  this  respect 
or  to  refuse  to  leave  when  requested.  The  penalty  might 
be  entire  withdrawal  of  the  privilege  of  fishing  in  these 
waters. 

Never  to  my  knowledge  have  anglers  been  asked  to  leave 
this  portion  of  the  tow-path  excepting  during  the  residence 
of  some  portion  of  the  Greenland's  family,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  that  Mr.  Smith  has  not  the  slightest  wish  to  be 
arbitrary  to  anglers  without  due  reason,  as  he  is  a  very 
liberal  supporter  of  the  local  Preservation  Association ; 
hence  notice  boards  are  unnecessary. 

The  distinction  made  in  favour  of  punt  anglers  I  think 
needs  no  explanation. 

I  regret  the  unavoidable  delay  in  completing  this  letter 
as  "La  Grippe"  holds  a  much  stronger  hand  than — Yours 
faithfully,  A.  Edward  Hobbs 

(Hon.  Sec.  Henley-on-Thames  Fishery 
Preservation  Association). 


PRIVILEGE  TICKETS  AND  NEW  STATIONS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  issue  I  see  that  the  committee 
of  the  British  Sea  Angling  Society  intend  framing  new 
rules.  Now,  I  would  suggest  to  them  that  Rule  2, 
wherein  it  is  stated  that  active  (not  hon.)  members  of 
other  angling  societies  may  join  at  a  reduced  fee  of  5s.  6d. , 
be  strictly  aahered  to.  It  is  a  fact  that  hon.  members 
belonging  to  other  angling  societies  have  applied  for  tickets 
at  the  reduced  fee,  and  have  been  supplied  with  them  ; 
and  to  prevent  this  in  future  I  wouldsuggest  that  theB.S.A. 
tickets  should  only  be  supplied  to  these  members  through 
the  secretaries  of  the  club  to  which  they  belong.  In  the 
rush  to  swell  the  numbers  of  the  B.S.A.S.  this  rvie  seems 
to  have  been  entirely  overlooked.  I  have  also  to  complain 
that  four  stations  on  the  S.E.R.  and  L.C.  and  D.  only  give 
reduced  fares,  although  there  is  a  great  show  of  resident 
corresxKindente  at  seaside  places.    Hythe  and  Sandgate, 
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for  instance,  are  first  rate  places  for  sea  fishing,  and  at 
tliese  places  the  freshwater  angling  societies  have  privi- 
lege tickets  all  the  year  round  at  a  fare  and  a  quarter. 
Heme  Bay  also  is  a  good  place  for  flat  fishing  in  the 
autumn.  Surely  some  more  fishing  stations  ought  to  have 
been  added  to  the  list  ere  now.  I  have  no  doubt  if  the 
railway  companies  had  been  approached  by  the  energetic 
otficials  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  more  could  have  been  done.  It 
would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  members  of  the  B.S.  A.S.  if 
the  tickets  could  be  made  available  from  New  Cross  on 
the  S.E.R.,  and  Heme  Hill  on  the  L.C.  and  D.,  instead 
of  at  the  terminal  stations  only. — Yours  truly, 

___  A  Member. 

THE  "MANCHESTER  SWELL"  SALMON  FLY. 
Dear  Sir,— Could  you  or  any  readers  oblige  me  with 
the  dressing  of  this  fly,  or  tell  where  it  can  be  obtained  ? 
With  anticipatory  thanks.— Yours  faithfully, 

  Harold  Woon. 

A  PRB-HISTORIC  FISH  HOOK. 
Dear  Sir.— Knowing  the  interest  you  take  in  novelties 
in  fishing  tackle,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  send  you  herewith 
a  pre-histpric  type  of  fish  hook  which  is  in  use  even  to  this 
day.  This  actual  specimen  was  in  the  sea  last  week.  It 
is,  as  you  notice,  a  thorn  cut  from  a  blackthorn,  and,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  the  men  do  well  with  it.  Why,  however, 
when  modern  steel  hooks  are  so  cheap,  they  should  prefer 


to  use  such  a  primitive  method  of  taking  fish  I  do  not  know  ; 
but  sea  fishermen  are  about  the  most  conservative  men  in 
the  world.  _  The  success  of  the  members  of  the  B.S. A.S. 
in  sea  fishing  seems  gradually  to  be  converting  the  pro- 
fessional sea  fishermen  to  improved  methods.  Several  I 
know  personally  are  taking  to  the  rod,  and,  doubtless, 
many]  more  will  follow  their  example  before  long. — 
Yours,  &c.  Charles  Hussey. 

THE  25ilb.  THAMES  PIKE. 
Sir, — The  length  of  the  above  fish  as  given  me  by  the 
captor.  Dr.  W.  J.  Turrell,  was  44in.,  not  4ft.  4in.  In  my 
haste  to  forward  you  the  information,  I  took  it  to  ba 
4ft.  4in.,  not  giving  it  a  thought  at  the  moment,  though  I 
have  Mr.  Roberts'  .351b.  fish  here,  which  is  3ft.  llin. 
extreme  length.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  have  been  the 
cause  of  putting  "  Esox  Lucius"  to  such  trouble,  but  his 
tible  of  sizes  for  various  weights  will  be  interesting  to 
many  anglers.— Yours,  &c.,  B.  R.  Bambridge. 

A  GRAND  THAMES  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Frank  Page  (of  37,  Grafton-street, 
W.),  bad  a  good  day  on  the  upper  Thames,  at  Radcot 
Bridge,  on  Saturday,  Feb.  5,  capturing  eight  nice  pike, 
largest  a  grand  male  fish  in  perfect  condition,  weight 
281b.,  measuring  43in.  long,  21in.  girth.  This  is  reputed 
to  be  the  largest  authenticated  pike  ever  taken  from  the 
Thames.  The  other  fish  were  from  41b.  to  101b.  Mr. 
Page  was  fishing  alone  with  his  fisherman.  Brad  Butler, 
from  Long  Wittenham.  This  fine  pike  was  on  show 
in  my_  window  on  Monday,  and  caused  considerable 
attraction.  I  have  placed  the  fish  in  the  hands  of  my 
taxidermist,  and  will  acquaint  you  when  finished,  as  some 
of  your  readers  may  like  to  inspect  it  before  sending  it 
away.— Yours  truly,  J.  Richardson. 

119,  Judd-street,  King's  Cross. 


BROWN  TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  "Angler's"  inquiry  in  your  issue  of 
.5th  inst.  as  to  browp  trout  fishing  in  Gal  way  in  February, 
I  should  advise  him  to  go  to  Lough  Mask,  where  the 
fishing  is  free,  and  there  are  plenty  of  splendid  fish  to  be 
got  if  weather  is  favourable.  The  lake  and  the  spawning 
streams  have  been  well  looked  after  for  the  last  three 
years,  since  the  bye-law  was  passed  prohibiting  "cross- 
line  "  fishing  there,  and  excellent  sport  was  had  there  last 
season.  The  Lough  Mask  Fishing  Club  employ  bailiffs  in 
summer  and  winter,  and  have  good  new  boats  for  the  use 
of  members,  and  a  special  tariff  with  the  proprietor  of  the 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  to  whom 
"Angler  "  should  write  beforehand. 

Clonbur  is  seven  miles  drive  from  Ballinrobe  railway 
station,  on  the  N.G.W.  Railway  of  Ireland.— Yours 
faithfully,  Henry  Hodgson. 

Angler  "  should  take  both  fly  and  trolling  tackle  ; 
flies  average  sea  trout  size— Clarets,  and  Golden  Olives. 

COARSE  FISHING  ON  THE  RIVER  LEA. 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— As  a  constant  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  you  would  give  me 
the  names  and  full  addresses  of  whom  I  can  apply  to,  as 
I  am  quite  willing  to  pay  anything  in  reason  for  good 
sport.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation.— Yours  faithfully, 
,  Fisherman. 

FISHING  IN  GALICIA,  SPAIN. 
Sir, — I  am  spending  the  month  of  March  in  Galicia, 
Spain,  and  hope  to  get  some  salmon  and  trout  fishing. 
Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give  me  any  information 
as  to  roads,  inns,  and  chances  of  sport  ?    Lugo  would,  I 


fancy,  be  a  good  centre.  Any  information  would  be 
gratefully  received,  as  all  I  have  been  able  to  gather  is 
from  unreliable  guide  books.  Rod. 

DINNER  TO  THE  THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS. 

Dear  Sir,— The  dinner  to  the  river  keepers  will  take 
place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  at  6.30  sharp  on  Friday 
March  18,  and  the  chairman  of  the  T.A.P.S.  (Mr. 
Alderman  Nuthall,  J.P.)  will  preside.  Tickets  for  the 
dinner,  at  6s.  each,  I  shall  be  glad  to  forward  to  any  of 
our  angling  friends  who  may  feel  inclined  to  assist  in 
making  a  merry  evening  for  our  guests. 

Further  donations  have  been  received  as  follows: 
Amicable  Brothers  A.S.,  2s.  6d. ;  Blue  Anchor  A.S.,  Ss. ; 
Ormonde  A.S.,  7s.  6d. ;  Mr.  Dance,  Teddington,  2s.  6d. ; 
and  Mr.  Richardson,  23.  6d.  I  do  hope  our  angling 
friends  will  kindly  send  on  their  contributions  to  enable 
the  committee  to  make  the  men's  evening  a  success  — 
Yours  faithfully,  H.  W.  Higgins  (Hon.  Sec). 

12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall,  S.W. 


FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  OUSE  (HOLYWELL 
FERRY). 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  issue  of  Jan.  5  I  notice  "  W."  is 
inquiring  for  free  fishing  in  the  Ouse.  Presuming  that  he 
has  not  noticed  my  weekly  advertisement  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  on  the  subject,  I  may  inform  him  that  there  is 
quite  five  miles  of  good  general  and  pike  fishing  here,  and 
some  very  good  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  last  three 
weeks,  as  per  reports. — Yours,  &o..  A,  Scard. 

Old  Ferryboat  Fishery,  Holywell, 
near  St.  Ives,  Hunts. 


FISHING  i^EAR  LUDLOW. 

Dear  Sir,— I  shall  feel  obliged  by  some  information 
as  to  the  trout  fishing  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Ludlow. 

Is  there  any  free  fishing  to  be  had  ?  If  not,  what  is 
the  charge  per  day  or  week  ? 

Are  furnished  rooms  easily  obtainable  at  moderate 
terms  F 

Is  March  a  good  month,  or  later  ?— Yours,  &o., 

  H.  S.  H. 

RE-STOCKING  AND  PRESERVATION  FUND. 

Dear  Sir,— To  think  there  has  only  been  collected  a 
paltry  sum  of  £25  is  a  disgrace  to  all  calling  themselves 
anglers.  Fancy  £25  from  about  150  angling  clubs.  I 
think  if  every  member  of  an  angling  club  was  obliged  to 
pay  Is.  a  year  for  re-stocking  it  would  be  a  step  in  the 
proper  direction.  Another  way  of  adding  to  the  good 
cause  would  be  if  every  member  weighing-in  would  give 
one  Jd.  for  every  pound  of  fish.  It  would  be  the  means 
of  having  a  standing  fund  of  so  much  to  go  on  with.  I  am 
sure  no  true  angler  would  grudge,  say,  6d.  for  weighing-in 
121b.  of  fish,  and  knowing  the  more  fish  he  caught  the 
more  he  was  helping. 

I  trust  these  few  remarks  may  be  the  means  of  doing 
some  good.  Please  forward  my  modest  2s.  6d.  (inclosed) 
towards  re-stocking  to  the  proper  quarters,  and  oblige. 
—Yours,  &c.,  Charles  De,tonge. 

[We  have  forwarded  the  2s.  6d.  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Crumplen,  the  hon.  treasurer  of  the  fund,  12,  Regent- 
street,  PaU  Mall.]   

MR.  WALKER'S  LECTURE— A  CORRECTION. 

Sir,— Judging  from  your  editorial  note  on  Mr.  Chas. 
Walker's  paper,  which  he  read  here  last  week,  I  think  that 
I  can  hardly  have  made  my  report  sufficiently  clear. 
Mr.  Walker  stated  in  his  lecture  that  his  remarks 
only  applied  to  the  alder  and  flies  belonging  to  the 
families  of  Diptera  and  Trichoptera.  The  imitations  of 
the  Ephemeridas,  he  pointed  out,  as  a  rule  have  their 
wings  in  the  position  of  those  of  the  natural  fly,  while 
those  of  the  other  families  are  put  on  in  an  absolutely  un- 
natural position.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will 
notice  these  facts  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as  otherwise 
your  readers  may  have  a  wrong  idea  of  Mr.  Walker's 
theory.— Yours  truly,  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy 

Piscatorial  Society,  (Hon.  Sec). 

Holborn  Restaurant. 

"WHAT  IS  THE  YAWLING,"  &c.  ? 

Dear  Sir,— What  is  the  yawling?  That  is  the 
question ;  why,  I  really  cannot  imagine.  There  is 
nothing  new  about  the  term,  as  some  would  have  it 
appear.  For  upwards  of  fifty  years  the  term  yawling 
has  been  used  in  the  whitebait  districts.  Especially  is 
this  the  case  in  the  Thames  about  BlackwaU,  Greenwich, 
and  Gravesend,  and  is  the  local  term  for  the  immature 
herrings  taken  in  the  whitebait  nets.  One  would  shortly 
expect  to  hear  asked  what  species  the  "  Digby  Chicks," 
"  Californias,"  and  "  Yarmouth  reds  "are.  I  fail  to  find 
any  local  term  for  herriEgs  in  any  of  the  Blue  Books ;  they 
are  simply  called  white  herrings.  Mr.  BuckJand  quotes 
"  Expectans,"  in  Land  and  Water,  as  using  one  local  term 
for  herrings  from  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  in  the  island 
of  Lewis,  as  "fat  guts,"  the  meaning  of  which  is  that  they 
have  no  roe,  but  have  reached  that  stage  of  development 
which  precedes  the  period  of  full  maturity,  which  is  very 
different  to_  the  herring  taken  in  the  whitebait  nets  and 
called  yawling,  which  are  so  well  portrajed  by  the  fisher- 
man who  stated  you  might  as  well  fry  oak  chips  as  yawling 
for  food.  Mr,  Buckland  also  records,  in  1873,  that  white- 
bait were  first  introduced  into  the  London  markets  by  one 
Mike  Murphy  not  fifty  years  ago,  and  the  place  where  it 
was  first  eaten  was  the  Artichoke  Tavern,  Blaokwall. 

Some  persons  have  expressed  an  idea  that  whitebait  are 
not  tlie  same  as  they  were  fifty  years  ago,  which  is 
erroneous.  The  fish  are  the  same  heterogeneous  collection 
as  at  that  time,  the  only  difference  being  they  are  sold  of  a 
larger  size  than  formerly,  to  meet  the  demand,  and  to 


enable  the  fish  to  bear  the  lough  carriage  by  road  and  rail 
after  leaving  the  boat.  The  whitebait  in  Mike  Murphy's 
time,  and  for  years  after,  were  carried  in  shallow  wicker 
baskets  on  the  heads  of  men  to  save  jolting,  afterwards 
m  very  light  spring  vans.  The  bait  at  that  time  used  to 
ran  nearly  of  a  size,  none  over  2in. ;  all  larger  were 
considered  useless,  and  were  thrown  back  into  the  river ; 
but  as  the  season  advances  the  bait  gets  much  larger  owing 
to  the  herring  portion  growing  so  very  fast  in  warm 
weather,  an  obstacle  not  then  easily  got  over,  as  drift  nets 
for  sprats  had  not  made  their  appearance.  Sprats  beiog 
caught  like  the  bait  of  all  sizes  and  sorts  of  other  fish  fry 
they  were  sold  by  the  "  toss  "  and  "  half  toss,"  which  means 
a  heaped  bushel  or  half  bushel,  from  which  the  fishmongers 
selected  the  largest  fish,  and  the  refuse  sold  as  food  for 
poultry,  bemg  exceedingly  good  for  laying-fowls,  who  are 
particularly  fond  of  sprats.  If  sprats  came  in  the  same 
form  now,  no  doubt  they  would  have  been  made  into 
anchovy  sauce  in  the  same  way  as  the  refuse  whitebait  are 
used  at  the  present  time.  To  obviate  taking  Ihe  larger 
and  unsaleable  fry,  Mike  Murphy  was  equal  to  the 
task;  so  the  tale  goes,  that  he  had  an  old  "yawl," 
which  he  utilised  in  the  tideway  by  placing  nets  so  as  to 
catch  or  turn  aside  the  larger  and  unsaleable  bait, 
allowing  the  smaller  bait  to  be  caught  by  the  biit 
boats  netting  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  This  employed 
two  gangs  of  men,  "yawlers"  and  baitmen.  These 
yawlers  when  asked  their  occupation,  would  answer 
yawlers  or  yawling  catchers,  and  thus  the  useless  catch  t  f 
uneatable  young  herrings  came  by  the  nime  of  yawlings, 
and  were  sold  as  manure  and  food  for  pigs.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  enormous  quantity  of  bait  taken  mast  in 
time  prove  injurious,  although  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  diminution  of  bait  during  the  past  sixty  years.  In 
former  times  it  was  very  uncertain  whether  bait  could  be 
got  if  required  upon  any  particular  day,  even  in  the  height 
of  the  bait  season  ;  to  judge  from  the  regular  daily  supplies 
as  at  the  present,  they  appear  to  have  increased.  We  are 
told  that  of  fish  in  their  natural  state  but  one  in  a  hundred 
comes  to  maturity.  We  might  certainly  get  larger  kinds 
of  fish  in  the  river  if  the  bait  nets  were  discontinued, 
although  most  probably  the  slaughter  of  the  innocents  by 
gourmands— to  say  nothing  of  the  traflac— would  destroy 
more  immature,  although  good  fish,  than  all  the  nets  on 
the  river. 

It  might  be  said  the  same  of  shrimps.  Note  the  number 
of  tons  of  shrimps  taken  during  the  season  while  they  are 
still  with  us.  The  same  miy  be  said  regarding  a  school  of 
shrimps.  As  soon  as  they  are  viewed  by  a  school  of 
fish  they  are  very  soon  despatched  by  the  fish,  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  would  the  bait ;  consequently  we  may  as 
well  go  on  eating  such  good  food  as  whitebait  and  shrimps, 
less  the  immature  herrings  ("  yawling  "),  leaving  them  to 
become  mature,  in  which  state  they  will  be  better  than 
fried  oak  chips.— I  am,  yours  truly,     Frank  Gosden. 

Reading. 

MR.  GOSDEN 'S  INFORMATION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  have  tbanked  Mr.  Gosden  for  the 
information  contained  in  his  letter,  but  have  been  con- 
sideiing  whether  under  the  circumstances  it  would  not  b  3 
better  to  stand  by  an  old  maxim,  that  is,  "  The  least  siid 
the  soonest  mended ;  but  I  think,  perhaps,  "  A  stitch  in 
time  may  save  nine,"  and,  therefore,  now  do  so,  and,  in 
continuing,  have  to  say  that,  for  myself,  I  shall  never  use 
the  bait  mentioned  under  the  altered  circumstances  of  the 
case,  for  where  there  was  one  fisherman  in  1874  there  are 
now  a  thousand,  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  so  in 
accordance  with  this  fact  should  fisherman  work.  Our 
ambition  now  should  be  weight  not  number.  This  will  not 
only  show  a.  fisherman's  sportsmanlike  feeling,  but  his 
ability,  as  it  takes  ten  times  more  bMII  to  catch  the 
larger  fish  of  a  river  than  the  fingerlings. 

As  I  have  said  before  in  this  paper,  I  would  rather  g ) 
out  fishing  on  a  day  when  it  is  required  to  bring  into  play 
all  the  art  at  your  command  to  catch  fish  (that  is  sizeable 
ones),  and  perhaps  carry  home  only  nine  or  ten,  than  1 
would  go  out  when  they  are  rising  like  mad  things  and 
basket  three  or  four  dozen  on  the  same  water. 

Often  have  I  risen  a  good  fish,  but  not  pricked  him. 
Then  let  him  rest  for  a  few  minutes,  and  thrown  to  him 


Have  done  so,  varying  the  kind  perhaps  more  tl an  once, 
and  at  last  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  basketing  that 
fish.  Now,  had  I  not  used  the  greatest  care  in  cast  iog, 
and  brought  to  bear  all  the  little  science  I  am  master  of,  so 
as  to  avoid  ruffling  the  water,  I  should  have  frightened 
that  fish,  and  all  my  chance  of  slaying  him  would  have 
vanished.  It  has  often  occurred  to  me  that  the  time  must 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  have  arrived  when  associations,  seeing 
how  numerous  are  becoming  the  applications  for  tickets, 
would  find  it  judicious  not  only  to  limit  the  size  of  fish  that 
may  be  retained,  but  also  to  consider  how  many  fish  a 
fisherman  should  be  allowed  to  basket  in  a  day.  I  know 
some  fishermen  aver  that  our  Devon  rivers  are  overstosked 
with  small  fish.  But  what  is  the  cause  of  this  ?  That 
they  are  never  allowed  on  many  streams  to  grow  to  that 
state  of  maturity  when  they  will  know  a  bee  (a  bumble,  if 
"  Mona"  likes)  from  a  bull's  foot.  In  conclusion,  I  will 
say  that  I  sincerely  trust  fishermen  will  give  these  few 
words  their  due  consideration,  and  that  soon  in  waters 
where  J-pounders  are  now  the  exception  they  will  be  the 
rule.  Pheasant  Tail. 


To  Sportsmen.— T.  Burberry  and  Sons  stock  and  (1897)  model 
garments  now  being  offered  at  half  price  include  Gabardine 
Shooting  Coat3,  .£1  lis.  Gd.  ;  HomeBpon  Shooting  Coata, 
£1  lis.  6d. ;  and  K.B.  Breeches,  153.  and  2l8.  per  pair  ;  Gabardine 
Highland  Oapee,  21b.  ;  Yeoman  Coata  (unlined),  21s.  (lined), 
31s.  Od. ;  Tweed  Weatherall  OvercoatB,  £1  lis.  6d. ;  Knickerbocker 
Stockings,  2s,  9d,  per  pair.  .50,  Haymarket,  London ;  and  London- 
street,  Bai5ingstolce. 
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In  order  to  publish  the  "  Fishing  Gazette "  in 
time  for  the  trade,  it  has  become  absolutely- 
necessary  to  go  to  press  early  on  Friday 
morning.  In  future  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday  Evening. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLTJB  GOSSIP. 
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THE  SONG  OF  THE  REEL. 


ftee  an  interval  of  three  months,  the 
ng  of  the  reel"  is  again  heard  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  wherever 
early  spring  fish  are  to  be  had.  The  Scotch 
spring  salmon  season  is  now  general.  A  few  late 
streams  will  .open  on  the  25th  inst.,  and  so  com- 
plete the  complement  of  those  already  free. 

Friday  last  was  the  great  day  on  the  Dee, 
Spey,  Ness,  and  such  like  much  sought  after 
angling  waters,  for  the  Tay  and  Helmsdale 
centres  have  already  been  affording  a  fair  measure 
of  sport  to  the  early  spring  angler.  In  addition, 
the  netting  season  also  commenced,  and  auglers 
have  always  an  interest,  of  a  grim  kind  at  best,  in 
^  the  doings  of  the  netsmen  in  the  vicinity. 

Sportsmen  have  been  crowding  north  for  some 
weeks  back,  encouraged  by  the  glowing  reports  as 
to  the  favourable  prospects ;  and  no  doubt  also 
by  the  accounts  of  the  mildness  of  the  season, 
for  the  mountain  glen  has  been  quite  a  paradise 
all  through  this  strangely  phenomenal  winter, 
which  travellers  assert  has  been  much  more 


acceptable  than  many  more  pretentious  climates 
usually  associated  with  the  sunny  south. 
With  the  exception  of  the  first  week  in 
February,  when  a  cold  '•  snap  "  was  experienced, 
and  made  us  look  glum  for  the  nonce  and 
troubled  a  bit  about  the  opening  till  it 
passed  over,  the  prospect  since  the  early  days  of 
December  has  been  more  like  June  than  January, 
and  made  basking  in  the  sunshine  quite  an  every- 
day occurrence  at  the  riverside.  It  was  tempting 
to  be  there,  and  although  nothing  could  be  done 
but  watch  the  off  chance  of  a  salmon  running  up 
or  a  descending  kelt  disporting  himself,  thei-e  was 
a  decided  pleasure  in  counting  the  days  till  the 
"  song  of  the  reel "  would  be  heard  in  the  land  once 
more.  It  has  come ;  and  although  probably  not 
every  angler  on  the  water  may  be  gloating  over 
his  luck,  yet  few,  if  any,  rodsmen  have  been  out 
without  rejoicing  over  some  slice  of  success  where 
the  water  has  been  in  anything  like  fair  ply.  In 
fact,  the  high  order  of  prophecy  lately  indiilged 
in.  has  been  amply  fulfilled  by  the  results,  and,  on 
the  Dee  at  least,  fish  have  been  found  sixty  miles 
inland,  which  is  not  the  case  once  in  a  dozen 
years  at  most.  Although  no  particular  distinc- 
tion can  be  given  to  any  one  angler  as  the 
'■  first  blood"  of  the  season,  we  can  give  a  couple 
of  dozen  anglers  who  may  easily  advance  con- 
vincing claims  to  that  distinction,  and  that  is  a 
more  pleasant  state  of  matters  than  when  only  a 
solitary  fish  is  got  here  and  there. 

Some  of  the  rivers  were  too  full  of  snow  broth 
for  the  "song  of  the  reel "  to  be  much  heard  on 
them.  Especially  was  this  the  case  on  the  Ness 
district,  and  the  north-east  coast  generally,  where 
angling  was  all  out  of  it  on  account  of  the  roaring 
floods,  and  little  or  nothing  was  accomplished 
there,  nor  on  similarly  flooded  streams.  On  the 
east  coast  rivers,  however,  the  flood  had  spent 
itself  before  the  advent  of  Friday  morning,  and 
although  the  water  was  not  equally  good  all  over, 
and  in  some  cases  dirty,  yet  the  amount  of  sport 
obtained  far  outweighs  any  opening  day  during 
the  past  two  or  more  decades.  When  we 
remember  that  it  was  March  6  before  the  "  first 
Tjlood  "  was  got  on  the  Dee  or  any  other  northern 
stream  three  years  ago,  we  can  appreciate  all  the 
more  the  results  of  the  present  opening  as  far  as 
they  have  yet  come  to  hand.  There  may  have 
been  some  sport  on  the  Balmoral  and  Braemar 
waters,  and  this  is  more  than  likely  to  have  been 
the  case,  when  on  the  adjoining  beats  two  gentle- 
men from  the  Invercauld  Aims,  Ballater,  opened 
the  ball  with  five  fish  between  them,  ranging 
from  6ib.  to  9|lb.  Then,  on  the  Glentana  waters, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Merry  commenced  his  season  -with 
four  fish  to  his  own  rod,  of  Tib ,  71b.,  81b ,  and 
81b. — all  small  fish,  but,  of  course,  early  salmon 
on  the  Dee  are  mostly  all  small,  and  especially 
those  that  are  found  so  far  inland  as  these  were. 

Again,  matters  were  as  rife  on  the  mid-section, 
as  our  river  report  will  bear  out.  The  lower 
sections  of  the  Dee  did  not  yield  well  on  account 
of  the  muddy  state  of  the  Vater,  which  had  not 
cleared  much  below  Banchory,  some  twenty  miles 
from  the  sea.  Yet  these  parts  were  by  no  means 
blank.  Mr.  Perry,  on  Mid  Drum,  landed  one  of 
81b, ;  Professor  Cash,  on  Kingcaussie,  had  two  ; 
and  one  of  the  Park  rods  had  one.  The 
chief  incident,  however,  on  the  opening 
day  was  the  adventure  an  angler  had  on 
the  Culter  water,  when  he  hooked  a  monster  fish 
which,  however,  broke  away  after  an  hour  and  a 
half's  play.  The  angler  is  a  noted  sportsman, 
and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  had  he  not  been 
handicapped  with  an  abominable  reel,  which  kept 
getting  jammed,  he  would  have  landed  the  fish, 
supposing  he  had  had  to  follow  it  to  Aberdeen. 
As  it  was,  he  had  to  follow  it  down  some  two  miles 
of  a  big  water,  and  never  once  got  a  glimpse  of 
it,  when,  after  an  extra  jam  on  the  part  of  the 
obstructive  reel,  they  parted  company.  A  very 
large  head  of  heavy  fish  were  known  to  have 
entered  the  river  on  Sunday  last  with  the  first 
signs  of  the  freshet,  and  this  no  doubt  was  one  of 
these.  He  was  no  foiil  hooked  kelt,  as  he  would 
have  shown  up  long  before  the  end  of  an  hour 
and  a  half,  and  all  the  evidences  of  battle  point 
to  him  being  fresh  run;  and  as  some  fish  weigh- 
ing from  351b.  to  401b.  have  been  got  on  Mr. 
Brown's  "  Weel "  netting  station,  one  of  the  few 
remaining  tidal  nets  on  the  Dee,  there  is  every 
likelihood  that  this  was  another  of  the  same, 
which  was  so  ignominiously  lost. 
The  Don  did  not  yield  a  single  fin  as  fai-  as 


reported  ;  but  then  no  one  looks  nowa'^ays  for 
sport  on  such  an  abused  river  as  the  Don,  which 
in  pre-sewage  days  was  the  leading  early  stream 
in  the  north.  The  Deveron,  as  we  predicted,  has 
commenced  well,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  river,  salmon  had  a  free  pass 
through  the  Rack-Saw  Mill  Dyke,  which  has 
almost  been  entirely  removed. 

A  sad  state  of  matters  exist  on  the  North  Esk, 
which  opened  for  the  season  on' the  16th.  Here 
some  500  diseased  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
river  during  the  past  winter,  being  just  double 
the  number  taken  out  last  year.  The  "  song  of 
the  reel "  is  not  so  much  heard  on  these  waters 
in  the  spring  as  in  the  autumn.  The  dam  dykes 
prevent  this ;  and  although  a  departure  was 
inaugurated  on  the  South  Esk  last  year,  the  full 
advantage  of  it  was  lost  on  account  of  the  small 
waters  which  prevailed  all  through.  At  Aberlour, 
on  the  Spey,  and  Wester  Elchies,  the  "  song  of 
the  reel  "  awoke  the  echoes  among  the  hills  on 
the  morning  of  the  11th,  for  several  fish  of  71b. 
and  81b.  each  were  got  by  Colonel  Smith's  and 
other  parties  ;  but  the  main  stream  was  too  flooded 
for  the  best  of  sport  being  got.  Since  then  matters 
have  been  mending. 

Anglers  have  a  grim  satisfaction  in  knowing 
that  not  for  the  past  dozen  years  or  so  have 
netters  been  so  successful  as  they  were  during  the 
first  few  days  of  this  season.  Somehow  or 
another  the  elements  seemed  to  favour  the  tacks- 
man just  at  the  most  critical  moment,  and  from 
midnight  on  Thursday,  when  the  first  net  wet  the 
water,  till  the  Sunday's  slap  intervened,  hardly  a 
shot  was  made  without  more  or  less  success  on  all 
the  estuary  fishings  right  up  to  John  o'  Groat's 
house  at  the  most  northerly  point  in  Caithness. 
The  sea  stations  did  not  fish  so  well  on  account  of 
a  prevailing  high  wind  and  choppy  sea,  which,  on 
the  other  hand,  had  the  effect  of  drawing  the  fish 
into  the  rivers.  Well,  the  tacksman  does  not 
always  get  the  last  fish,  and  the  grim  satisfaction 
lies  in  the  hope  that,  when  he  makes  an  extra 
good  haul  there  -will  be  an  extra  margin  left  to 
cheer  the  heart  of  the  angler  with  the  "  song  of 
the  reel "  when  they  have  run  the  gauntlet  and 
got  well  into  the  upper  reaches  of  the  rivers. 

The  average  weight  and  quality  of  this  season's 
fish  are  of  a  very  satisfactory  character,  and  as 
an  index  to  the  supply,  the  opening  prices  were 
3d.  below  the  lowest  figure  of  last  year's  first 
day's  sales ;  and  dropped  to  Is.  8d.  per  pound 
wholesale  on  Saturday. 

The  most  taking  lures  were  the  fly  where  the 
water  was  clear,  and  the  phantom  and  gudgeon 
where  it  was  flooded  and  coloured,  such  as  on  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Dee,  where,  in  fact,  every 
known  lure  under  the  sun  will  have  a  turn,  and 
welcome,  too,  if  it  can  help  to  keep  up  the  "  song 
of  the  reel,"  so  very  well  begun  all  over.    G.  M. 


OPENING  DATS. 


Even  before  these  lines  appear  rods  will  be 
waving  over  the  trout  streams  of  South  Devon, 
and  of  course  the  salmon  fishers  are  hard  at  it 
now. 

Some  waters  do  not  open  till  May  1,  so  that 
"  opening  day "  is  an  elastic  term,  and  means 
anything  from  February  to  May.  For  the  dry 
fly  no  doubt  May  is  quite  early  enough ;  and,  take 
it  all  in  all,  it  is  the  prince  of  months  for  sport 
with  fly.  Yet  April  has  her  charms,  and  many  an 
April  day,  in  spite  of  showers,  has  yielded  to  the 
angler  keen  and  varied  pleasure. 

An  April  morning  has  a  trick  of  being  bright 
and  sunny ;  and  though  you  know  it  will  not  last, 
you  sally  forth,  expectant  of  great  sport ;  yet  not 
so  mad  as  quite  to  leave  your  waterproof  at  home. 
Unfortunately  the  fish  are  fickle  as  the  month, 
and  often  will  not  rise,  though  all  seems  smiling. 
For  hours,  perhaps,  you  cast  your  favourite  flies 
in  vain.    Then  comes  the  sudden  shower,  and 
I  scarcely  is  your  coat  around  yoxi  when  the  rain 
1  has  ceased,  and  sunshine  reigns  instead.    Now,  if 
'  ever,  will  the  wished  for  dimples  dot  the  stream. 
The  gusty  wind,  that  shakes  a  shower  of  heavy 
drops  from  off  the  trees,  sometimes  deceives  you, 
for  the  rings  these  large  drops  leave  are  like  those 
made  by  rises.    At  last  you  see  a  real  and  lively 
rise,  and,  covering  promptly,  flesh  your  maiden 
hook,  and  land  (perhaps  with  a  less  stubborn 
j  fight  than  might  have  been  desired)  the  first  trout 
'  of  the  season !  .  _ 
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It  is  only  too  likely  that  its  condition  will  be 
such  as  to  compel  you  to  return  it,  but  in  any 
case  the  blank  is  saved,  and  you  go  on  hopefully, 
and,  being  less  nervous,  are  more  successful  than 
before. 

The  rise  having  once  begun,  generally  con- 
tinues for  some  minutes  at  least ;  and  these  are 
golden,  and  should  be  highly  cherished.  If 
possible,  fish  a  haunt  of  good  fish  while  the  rise 
is  fairly  on ;  it  is  your  best  chance  of  a  speci- 
men. 

I  do  not  cease  to  fish  even  when  all  seems  quiet, 
especially  in  spring,  and  often  in  the  Devon 
streams  have  been  fully  justified  by  results ;  yet 
the  angler  who  fishes  only  to  the  rise  can  often 
show  a  better  average  of  weight. 

Even  on  classic  Test  or  Itchen,  or  on  much 
whipped  Darenth,  I  must  confess  to  sometimes 
"  fishing  the  stream  "  instead  of  "  the  rise  "  ;  and 
Dn  the  last  river  this  method  in  the  spring  is  not 
jincommon. 

On  the  Plough  water  in  particular,  "  the  Scotch 
brigade  "  come  out  in  great  force  on  the  opening 
day,  this  portion  of  the  Darenth  being  very  suitable 
to  the  wet  fly.  Right  opposite  the  little  inn,  and 
standing  on  the  high  road,  the  angler  who  is 
indifferent  to  chaff  from  the  collected  gamins  may 
have  many  a  rise,  and  even  chance  to  secure  a 
fair  sized  fish  after  hooking  and  returning  some 
little  ones.  The  stream  just  here  is  not  a  bad 
imitation  of  a  Scottish  burn  as  it  wanders  idly 
through  a  Lowland  village.  The  difference  is, 
perhaps,  in  favour  of  the  Darenth,  for  it  contains 
more  fish  and  better  ones  than  can  be  found  so 
close  to  villages  in  Scotland  as  a  rule.  Certainly 
the  2s.  6d.  that  one  has  to  pay  must  be  con- 
sidered, but,  in  the  spring  at  least,  the  fishing  is 
well  worth  it. 

Of  all  Darenth  flies  the  far-famed  Governor  is 
most  effective  here,  whether  fished  wet  or  dry. 
It  is  dressed  heavy  or  light,  as  may  be  required, 
and  the  size  should  vary  with  the  water  and  the 
weather.  In  early  April,  if  the  stream  runs  full, 
a  pair  of  largish  flies,  or  even  three — say,  a 
Governor,  a  March  Brown,  and  a  Soldier  Palmer 
— may  be  used.  As  the  season  progresses  the  size 
of  the  fly  should  be  reduced,  having  regard  of 
course  to  the  state  of  the  water. 

It  is  not  tiU  towards  the  end  of  May,  if  even 
then,  that  wet  fly  fishing  should  be  discarded, 
and  the  Governor,  as  a  dry  fly,  will  still  some- 
times be  useful,  though  I  have  done  better  with  a 
Golden  Sedge,  which  remains  most  effective  all 
the  sunimer. 

To  return  to  opening  days.  At  the  Lion,  at 
Fai-ningham,  April  1  is  the  festival  of  the  year, 
though  the  trout  will  sometimes  obstinately 
refuse  to  join  in  the  feasting.  First  in  importance 
in  these  early  days  the  weather  ranks.  Trout 
cannot  be  expected  to  rise  very  freely  at  snow- 
flakes,  though  I  have  taken  them  when  snow  was 
falling. 

If  the  day  is  only  moderately  cold  and  showery 
there  is  no  need  to  despair,  and  if  the  wind  is 
rough  the  ripples  it  produces  will  hide  the  angler 
the  better.  So  argues  the  enthusiast,  and  sallies 
forth  in  search  of  influenza.  Sometimes,  it  is 
true,  good  sport  rewards  his  coiirage  even  in 
stormy  weather ;  but,  on  the  whole,  it  is  better 
not  to  brave  the  elements  when  unpropitious  in 
early  spring.  . 

In  summer  it  is  quite  different,  and  the  best  of 
sport  is  often  had  with  a  wet  skin. 

Let  us  hope  then  for  bright  sunny  weather  on 
this  day  sacred  to  anglers  and  other  "unwise 
persons,"  even  if  the  wind  is  easterly.  As  it 
happens,  the  lower  part  of  the  water  rented  by 
the  Lion  is  well  sheltered  from  the  east,  and  fish 
often  rise  freely  when  the  wind  is  from  that 
direction. 

Though  most  anglers  already  know  it,  I  would 
remind  them  that  the  fish  are  now  chiefly  in  the 
rapids  and  the  eddies,  and  will  hardly  settle  down 
into  their  regular  haunts  till  May.  Casting  a 
wet  fly  lightly  on  the  streams  and  ripples  is  now 
the  most  effective  method  ;  and  it  is  only  in  calm, 
warm  afternoons,  or  in  the  midday  hours,  that 
the  dry  fly  fisher  has  his  chance. 

Even  then  he  will  find  but  few  fish  in  the 
typical  dry  fly  haunts,  and  must  seek  them  in 
quiet  eddies,  rather  than  in  smooth  glides. 
Sometimes  it  may  be  worth  while  to  float  a 
biggish  hackle  right  over  a  lot  of  rough  stream, 
but  it  must  be  well  oiled  first;  and  this  plan, 
though  really  dry  fly  fishing,  is  not  at  all  like  the 


true  scientific  method  so  beloved  by  all  of  us 
in  summer. 

A  wrinkle  to  be  remembered  is  that  trout,  in 
spring  especially,  will  often  lie  in  little  eddies  close 
to  the  bank,  and  the  angler  should  beware  of 
disturbing  these  fish  while  hastily  trying  for 
others.  These  bank  trout  are  often  the  biggest, 
and  in  the  best  condition. 

Now  is  the  time  to  look  carefully  to  all  your 
tackle,  and  see  that  your  waders  do  not  leak,  and 
if  you  must  use  up  last  year's  flies,  to  try  them 
most  strictly.  Some  are  sure  to  go  at  the 
head,  where  the  hook  has  rusted,  or  chafed  the 
gut. 

It  would  perhaps  have  been  even  better  to  have 
attended  to  all  this  earlier  still,  and  to  have  sent 
your  rods,  if  necessary,  to  the  makers  for 
fresh  varnish  or  other  renovation  long  ago. 
Perhaps  some  of  my  more  prudent 
brothers  have  done  so,  and  to  them  I 
doff  my  cap,  and  only  just  remind  the 

rest  that  a  little  attention  will  yet  be  in  ,  

time  to  save  much  vexation  on  the  actual 
opening  day. 

The  question  yet  remains — Where  shall 
we  go  F  To  the  angler  whose  time  is  his 
own,  the  answer  is  "Devonshire."  Wtat 
a  world  of  sweet  associations  that  word  can 
conjure  up  ! 

Verdant  pastures,  dotted  by  reddish 
cattle,  with  now  and  then  a  bit  of  arable 
land  red  from  the  plough.  Through  it  all 
rushes  or  meanders  the  arrowy  Dart  cr 
winding  Exe,  in  whose  crystal,  shallows 
play  innumerable  trout,  just  now  easily 
captured  by  the  angler  who  knows  their 
little  waj  s  of  old. 

One  good  rule  is  this :  Never  fish  a 
South  Devon  stream  (unless  floods  are  on) 
without  a  Blue  Dun  of  some  sort,  Blue 
Upright  for  choice.  Most  other  flies  will 
kiU  in  their  special  seasdn — as  the  March 
Brown  in  April,  the  Fern-web  in  hot 
weather,  and  the  Oak  Fly  in  June  ;  but 
the  Blue  Upright  nearly  always  claims  its 
victims.  I  can  well  remember,  after  trying 
haK  my  fly-book  vainly,  putting  on  one 
for  a  change,  about  11  o'clock,  and  getting 
a  trout  at  first  cast,  and  promptly  losing 
the  fly  in  a  tree.  It  was  my  only  TJpright, 
and  I  spent  half  an  hour  in  its  recovery, 
and  caught  over  two  dozen  fish  on  it  that 
day,  and  scarcely  a  solitary  trout  on  any 
other. 

Next  to  this  I  think  comes  Marston's 
Fancy,  which,  during  a  very  bad  week 
in  April  some  years  ago,  on  Dart,  scored 
more  for  me  than  any  other  fly.  This  was 
partly,  perhaps,  because  the  water  was 
exceptionally  heavy,  and  didn't  suit  the 
Upright. 

To  the  town-tied  man  the  Darenth  is  as 
good  a  river  as  any  within  reach,  and  its 
fish  are  earlier  in  condition  than  the 
Wandle  trout,  and  I  think  than  those  of 
Test  or  Itchen.  Perhaps  the  forwardest 
of  all  are  Otter  fish,  and  next  to  these  the 
denizens  of  Axe ;  while,  if  the  angler  fears 
not  travel,  the  wilds  of  Wales  will  yield 
such  sport  in  April  as  would  not  be 
credited  by  the  unlucky  tourists  who  whip 
unweariedly  for  fingerlings  in  August. 

J.  Paul  Taylor.   


Senator  Lodge  has  been  receiving  the  highest 
praise  for  his  "  Story  of  the  Revolution "  in 
Scribners.  A  British  paper,  the  Canadian 
Chwchman,  says  it  is  "powerfully  told  and 
fairly."  The  whole  Press  has  united  in  praising 
the  value  and  beauty  of  its  illustrations. 
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By  G.  E.  M.  S. 

**  Landrail  (Corncrake,  Daker  Hen)  (Figs. 
51  to  54). — This  bird  is  admirable  from  the 
fly  dresser's  point  of  view.  Always  walking 
in  long  grass,  its  feathers  are  soaked  with 
natural  grease,  as  are  all  good  fly-dresser's 
feathers.  The  starling  and  the  coot  are  other 
examples,  while  the  pigeon  is  the  awful  example 
of  the  contrary.  The  primaries  and  secondaries 
of  a  deep  ruddy  dun  (Figs.  51  and  52)  make 
wings  for  numerous  flies,  such  as  the  Cowdung, 
the  Pink  Wickham,  the  Silver  Sedge.  The  whole 
series  of  rails  (as  sedge  flies  are  called  in  the 

Landrail. 


Fig.  61.— Primary.  Fig.  52.- Seccnla-y. 
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Fig.  53. — Scapular.         Fig.  54. — Underwing. 

south)  take  their  name  from  this  bird  and  the 
water-rail.  The  ruddy  hackles  on  the  shoulder 
(Fig.  53)  and  under  the  wing  (Fig.  54)  are  much 
used  for  spider  flies.  Landrail  and  jellow  (Mr. 
Stewairt's  pattern)  is  a  typical  example.  la 
Scotland  many  winged  flies  are  legged  with  this 
bird's  smaller  wing  hackles.  A  few  of  the  back 
and  breast  feathers  are  of  service,  but  they  are 
mostly  too  tender  for  use  as  hackles.  The  quill 
stripped  from  the  -wing  feathers  makes  nice 
bodies.  The  demand  for  this  bird  exceeds  the 
supply,  but  occasionally  it  may  be  picked  up  in 
Leadenhall  Market.  It  is  a  shy  bird,  and  some- 
■what  difiicult  to  get  a  shot  at.  The  hen  is 
yellower  in  general  hue  than  the  cock. 

t  The  single  asterisk  points  out  what  the  author  thinks 
necessiry  for  a  good  all-round  modern  collection ;  the 
double  asterisk  those  which  no  fly  dresser  should  be 
without. 
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Lai.k.  Mallabd. 


Fig.  55. — Primary.  Tig.  50.— Secondary. 

Fij-.  o9. 


Mallard. 
Fig.  57. 

^   ^  ■■■  I  — ■ — . 

I  Mallaed. 


Fig.  58.  Fig-  61.  Fig.  60. 
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Lapwing. — Sec  Peewit. 

*  Laek  (Skylark)  (Figs.  55  and  56).— The 
primaries  and  secondaries  of  -this  bird  make . 
passable  wings,  but  have  rather  a  bad  tendency  to 
split  in  tying.  About  Winchester,  in  the  early  days 
of  the  century,  the  wing  was  much  more  used  than 
it  is  now,  especially  for  Pale  Olives  and  Red  and 
other  Spinners.  ,  The  lower  part  of  the  feather  is 
lighter  than  the  point.  The  quill  stripped  from 
the  primaries  and  secondaries  makes  a  nice  quill 
body.  The  hackles  are,  in  general,  too  tender  for 
use.  Millions  of  larks  are  killed  annually  for 
pies,  and  the  wings  can  easily  be  had  of  any  good 
poulterer. 

Lakk,  Wood. — See  Woodlark. 
Laveeock. — See  Lark. 

*  Macaw,  Blue. — Strands  of  the  tail  feather 
of  this  bird,  blue  on  the  upper  side  and  mustard 
colour  underneath,  are  used  as  quills  in  the  well- 
known  grayling  fly,  the  Macaw  Tag.  Feathers 
from  the  breast  are  also  occasionally  used  as  tags 
for  grayling  flies.  Through  dealers  only.  Sold 
by  the  feather  or  the  inch. 

Macaw,  Red. — Feathers  from  the  breast  are, 
I  believe,  used  as  tags  for  grayling  flies. 
Through  dealers  only. 

Magpie,  or  Pyet. — This  bii-d  is  not  of  great 
service.  One  writer  recommends  the  white  part 
of  the  quill  feathers  of  the  wing  for  winging 
the  Coachman.  It  is  a  very  nice  quality,  but 
white  feathers  of  good  enough  quality  can  be 
had  without  recoui-se  to  this  bird,  which  has 
a  small  supply  only.  The  fibres  of  the  tail 
feather,  of  a  sort  of  deep  metallic  blue  black, 
are  used  as  herls  for  dubbing,  and  as  heads  for 
several  Yorkshire  patterns.  Theakston  wings  his 
Golden  Legged  Beetle,  and  dubs  its  body  from 
the  same  feather,  which  he  calls  "  a  gilded 
feather."  To  be  had  of  gamekeepers  in  the  same 
way  as  the  jay. 

**  Mallard,  or  Wild  Duck  (Figs.  57  to  61). — 
In  the  old  books  rather  more  than  half  the  patterns 
were  described  as  dressed  with  mallard  wing 
feather.  This  is  now  considered  much  too  coarse 
for  small  patterns.  There  is, however,  a  ser!e  3  of  dun 
feathers  (Fig.  57)  lying  between  the  primaries  and 
secondaries  which  are  suitable  for  winging  fairly 
small  flies.  They  have  a  fine,  sheeny  underside 
but  are  less  transparent  than  they  look.  The 
breast  and  flank  feathers  duly  dyed  are  the  main 
stand-by  for  May  Fly  wings  (Figs.  58  and  59). 
The  feathers  known  as  "  Brown  Mallard "  from 
the  wings — white  feathers,  with  Vm.  or  more 
freckled  deep  red,  brown,  and  black  (Fig.  60) — 
are  in  great  demand  for  salmon,  sea  trout,  and 
loch  flies,  and  are  also  used  for  the  March  Brown 
the  Great  Red  Spinner,  the  Professor,  and  other 
small  trout  flies,  Ronalds  calls  it  a  "  ginger  dun 
coloured  feather."  Fancy  patterns  and  beetles  are 
dressed  from  the  glossy  metallic  blue  black 
feather  in  the  wing,  including  or  excluding  the 
white  point  (Fig.  61).    Of  any  poulterer. 

Mavis. — See  Thrush. 

Maetin  (House  'Martin,  Martlet,  Window 
Swallow). — A  hackle  from  the  back  is  the  sole 
contribution  of  this  bird,  so  far  as  the  writer  can 
find.    Probably  somewhat  difficult  to  shoot. 

Maetlet. — See  Martin, 

Meelin  (Blue  Hawk,  Stone  Falcon). — Now  a 
very  rare  bird.  The  hackles  and  wings  are  very 
much  prized  for  Blue  Duns  in  the  north 
country.  D.  Foster  wings  one  of  his  Iron  Blue 
Duns  (April  series)  with  the  cock  bird's  wing. 
"Arundo  "  also  dresses  a  Dark  Blue  Dun  with  the 
quill  feather  of  the  male  bird,  and  Walbran 
speaks  highly  of  the  feather.  A  correspondent 
kindly  sends  some  small  blue  hackles  from  the 
head  which  look  very  likely. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  "WOVEN    WIRE  PHANTOM. 
(PATENT.) 


Since  our  notice  of  the  capital  "  Woven  Wire 
Phantom  "  appeared  last  week,  we  have  received 
the  accompanying  illustrations  of  it  from  Messrs. 
AUcock  and  Co. 

The  advantages  claimed  by  Messrs.  Allcock  for 
the  bait  are : 

"  1.  Durability,  being  made  of  woven  wire -it  is 
practically  indestructible. 

"  2.  The  side  hooks  are  attached  to  the  bait  by 
spears,  which  hold  them  securely  in  position  while 
spinning,  but  allow  them  to  be  easily  detached 
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from  bait  when  a  fish  is  hooked,  and  thus 
facilitates  the  removal  of  the  hooks  from  the 
mouth  of  the  fish.  . 

"  3.  The  bait  may  be  curved  to  any  extent,  and 
by  inserting  the  spear  of  the  side  hooks  the  bait 


9 


is  held  in  any  desired  cui-ved  position,  and  thus 
spins  with  that  gyratory  '  wobble,'  which  is 
considered  such  an  advantage  in  a  spinning  bait." 

All  spinners  who  use  artificial  baits  should 
make  a  note  of  this  one. 


THE  LOCHS  AND  EIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

[OOPTEIGHT.  ] 

[By  arrangement  with  Mr,  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Elvers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuahle  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug,  1  in  eash  year;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  sapplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by 
death,  &c.,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Pishing 
Gazette.^ 

No.  107. 

SUTHERLAND. 

eivees  of  sutheeland. 

The  Skelpick. — A  small  tributary  of  the 
Naver,  containing  good  trout  of  about  lib.  It 
often  yields  fair  sport.  It  is  preserved.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Lairg  ;  thence  hire,  or  by  the  Tongue 
mail  car,  to  Altnaharra,  twenty-two  miles  ;  thence 
hii-e  to  Bettyhill  Inn,  about  thirty  miles ;  or  by 
rail  to  Forsinard ;  thence  hire  to  Melvich,  about 
fourteen  miles ;  thence  hire  to  Bettyhill,  fifteen 
miles. 

The  Strathy. — A  smaU  river  rising  in  the 
loch  of  that  name,  and  falling,  after  a  course  of 
about  four  miles,  into  the  sea  of  Strathy  Bay.  It 
is  let  to  sportsmen.  It  contains  trout  averaging 
lib.,  and  sometimes,  when  in  spate,  salmon  and 
grilse  go  up,  June,  July,  and  August  are  the 
best  months  for  trout,  and  the  two  last  for 
salmon.  The  river  is  let  with  shootings  and 
preserved.  Rod  season,  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  30. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Forsinard ;  thence  hire  to 
Melvich  Hotel,  about  fifteen  miles  ;  thence  hire  to 
Strathy,  about  four  miles. 

The  Tirry  rises  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Klibreck, 
in  the  Crask,  and  falls,  after  a  ten  miles'  run,  into 
Loch  Shin,  passing  Lord  Reay's  Green  Table. 
Fish  only  ascend  after  close  time  has  begun. 
There  are  very  few  trout  in  it,  owing,  it  is  said,  to 
a  priest's  curse  resting  on  it,  but  really  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  very  little  food  for  trout  in  the 
rocky  reaches  of  the  stream.  Route  :  By  rail  to 
Lairg ;  thence  hire,  walk,  or  by  boat  three  miles. 

The  Traligill  falls  into  Loch  Assynt,  and  is 
three  miles  long,  yielding  good  sport  when  in 
flood  during  the  whole  season.  The  trout,  although 
small,  are  particularly  good  for  table.  It  can  be 
fished  by  staying  at  Inchnadamph  Inn,  from 
which  the  river  is  only  a  few  yards  distant. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Lairg ;  thence  hire,  or  ])y  the 
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Loch  Inver  mail  car,  to  Inchnadamph,  thirty-two  | 
miles.  I 

The  Ullie. — See  the  Helmsdale.  ' 

Smaller  Streams. — The  Rhians,  the  Lang- 
dale,  the  Ledmore,  the  Calda,  the  Skiag,  and  the 
Strathbagstie  all  contain  trout,  and  there  are  also 
lots  of  smaller  burns  in  this  county,  where  a  good 
basket  may  often  be  made. 

WIGTOWNSHIRE. 

This,  the  most  southerly  county  in  Scotland, 
yields  capital  shooting  and  some  fair  fishing.  It 
has  a  number  of  lochs,  where  a  good  many  trout 
are  to  be  caught,  and  also  a  few  fairly  good 
trouting  streams.  Its  scenery  is  extremely 
beautif  ul  in  many  places. 

Lochs  op  Wigtownshiee. 

Loch  Black  is  in  the  parish  of  Inch,  and 
belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Stair — contains  trout, 
perch,  and  roach — and  is  not  open  to  the  public. 

Loch  Barwhapple  is  similar  to,  and  near 
Whitefield  Loch,  which  see. 

Loch  Castle. — A  small  loch  in  the  parish  of 
Mochi-um,  containing  perch  and  pike.  Not  open 
to  the  public,  but  leave  for  it  and  all  the  Mochrum 
lochs  can  be  given  by  the  factor  for  the  Marquis 
of  Bute,  Mr.  C.  G.  Shaw,  Ayr. 

Loch  Clugstou  is  in  the  parish  of  Kirkcowan, 
two  miles  by  one  mile,  or  so,  and  containing  pike 
and  large  trout  up  to  41b.  or  51b.  Accommodation 
at  Kirkcowan  village,  two  miles  from  the  loch. 
Wild  and  rocky  scenery.  Route :  By  rail  to  Kirk- 
cowan ;  thence  hire  two  miles. 

Loch  Connal  is  in  the  parish  of  Kirkcolm, 
and  is  about  half  a  mile  by  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
Three  adjacent  proprietors  claim  it,  and  it  is  not 
open  to  the  public.  It  is  not  often  fished,  but  is 
said  to  contain  very  large  trout. 

Loch  Cree  is  an  extension  of  the  I'iver  Cree, 
and  is  about  two  miles  long.  It  belongs  to  the 
Earl  of  Galloway,  whose  leave  to  fish  it,  or  that  of 
his  factor,  is  necessary.  The  loch  contains 
salmon,  grilse,  and  trout ;  and  at  its  upper  end  is 
a  famous  cast  for  salmon,  called  Cunningham 
Ford.  Cree  salmon  run  about  101b.  or  111b. 
Hotel  accommodation  at  Newton- Stewart.  The 
scenery  is  very  fine,  and  among  places  of  interest 
are  Penninghame  House,  Castle  Stewart,  in  ruins, 
&c.  Route:  By  rail  to  Nevrton-Stewart ;  thencg 
hire  three  miles. 

Loch  Berry  is  in  the  pai-ish  of  Kirkcowan,  in 
a  wild  and  mountainous  district.  It  belongs  to 
the  Marquis  of  Bute,  and  is  about  two  miles 
round.  Though  not  open  to  the  public,  leave  to 
fish  may  be  obtained.  The  trout  are  red  fleshed, 
and  of  excellent  quality,  running  two  to  a  lb.,  and 
pretty  numerous.  April  and  May  are  the  besti 
months,  and  the  nearest  inn  is  at  Snap,  about  four? 
miles  off.  The  Black  Bm-n  is  near  Loch  Derry. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Kirkcowan  or  Newton-Stewart ; 
thence  hire. 

Loch  Deruaglar  is  similar  to  and  near^ 
Whitefield  Loch,  which  see.  ? 

Loch  Eldrig. — A  good  little  loch  in  the, 
parish  of  Mochrum,  half  a  mile  by  a  quarter,  and" 
belonging  to  Sir  H.  E.  Maxwell,  Bart.,  of  Mon- 
reith.  It  can  only  be  fished  by  permission  of  the 
proprietor. 

Loch  Heron. — Same  as  Loch  Ronald,  which 
see. 

Loch  Maberry. — A  good  pike  and  trout  loch, 
situated  in  the  parish  of  Kirkcowan,  amid  wild 
and  grand  scenery.  It  is  three  miles  long,  and 
from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
in  breadth.  It  belongs  in  this  county  to  Mrs. 
Blair,  of  Penninghame,  and  Mr.  Fox,  of  Polbae, 
and,  although  not  open  to  the  public,  leave  to  fish 
is  readily  granted.  There  is  also  a  boat,  of  which 
strangers  sometimes  get  the  use  from  Mr,  Fox. 
Nearest  inn,  Snap,  three  miles  off,  and  any  of  the 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  would  give  accom- 
modation to  a  respectable  angler.  The  trout  in 
this  loch  are  very  large— from  21b.  up  to  61b., 
while  the  pike  are  larger  still.  It  fishes  from 
April  to  September,  and  sometimes  yields  capital 
sport.  Lochs  Dornal,  Ochiltree,  and  Derry  are 
near.  The  Bladnoch  rises  in  Loch  Maberry. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Barrhill ;  thence  hire  six 
miles. 

Loch  Mochrum  is  in  the  parish  of  the  same 
name,  and  about  a  mile  by  three-quarters.  The 
sport  is  good  at  times,  but  it  is  not  open  to  the 
public.  Scenery  bare  and  wild  ;  remains  of  a 
vitrified  fort  about  half  a  mile  off.  Route :  By 
rail  to  Kirkcowan ;  thence  hire. 
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Loch.  Ochiltree. — A  small  loch  about  ten 
miles  from  Newton-Stewart.  It  belongs  to  Mrs. 
Blair,  of  Penninghame,  and  contains  pike  and 
large  trout,  which  are  very  shy.  Not  open  without 
leave  of  the  proprietor  or  his  factor.  Route :  By 
rail  to  BarrhiU ;  thence  hire. 

Loch  Ronald  is  in  the  parish  of  Kirkcowan, 
and,  although  not  open  to  the  public,  permission 
is  sometimes  obtained  from  the  shooting  tenant, 
who  also  rents  the  loch.  Accommodation  at 
Kirkcowan  village,  five  miles  off.  The  loch  is 
about  two  miles  by  one,  and  belongs  to  the 
Marquis  of  Bute.  It  contains  pike  and  lai-ge 
trout,  which  are,  however,  very  shy,  and  good 
baskets  are  difficult  to  get.  The  scenery  is  wild 
and  solitary.  The  superfluent  waters  of  the  loch 
flow  into  the  TarfE.  Route :  By  rail  to  Kirk- 
cowan :  thence  hire. 

Loch  Soulseat  is  in  the  parish  of  Inch,  and 
belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Stair.  Preserved. 

Loch  White  is  a  small  private  loch  in  the 
grounds  of  Castle  Stewart,  belonging  to  Lady 
Borthwick.  It  contains  trout,  perch,  and  roach. 
Preserved. 

Loch  White  is  about  a  mile  long  by  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  broad.  It  belongs  to  Sir  H.  E.  Maxwell, 
Bart  ,  of  Monreith,  and  can  only  be  fished  by 
his  permission.  It  contains  trout,  perch,  and 
pike,  and  is  situated  amid  magnificent  scenery  in 
the  policies  of  Monreith  House,  near  Port  "William. 
On  the  shore  of  the  loch,  amid  a  clump  of  trees, 
are  the  ruins  of  an  old  castle  of  the  M'Cullochs. 

loch  Whitefield. — A  loch  three  miles  from 
the  town  of  Glenluce,  and  containing  heavy  trout 
up  to  61b.  and  over ;  but,  as  pike  are  also 
numerous,  the  troxit  are  very  shy.  The  loch  is 
thi-ee-quarters  of  a  mile  long  by  a  third  of  a  mile 
in  breadth,  and  part  of  it  is  let  with  Glenluce 
shootings.  Part  of  the  loch  also  bounds  Sir  John 
Hay's  estate  of  Graigenveoch,  and  is  preserved. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Glenluce ;  thence  walk  three 
miles. 

White  Loch  is  in  the  gi-oiinds  of  Castle 
Kennedy,  and  is  about  one  mile  long  by  half 
a  mile  broad.    Same  as  Black  Loch,  which  see. 

Sea  P-sh.  Pond. — At  Logan,  fourteen  miles 
from  Stranraer  and  Glenluce,  there  is  a  fish  pond 
formed  artificially  among  the  rocks  on  the  sea 
coast,  and  so  arranged  that  the  water  ebbs  and 
flows  with  the  tide.  In  this  are  kept  large 
quantities  of  cod  and  other  sea  fish,  salmon,  &c., 
many  of  which  are  so  tame  as  to  come  on  the 
keeper's  approach,  feed  from  hand,  and  allow 
themselves  to  be  touched.  The  pond  is  the 
property  of  Mr.  James  M'Douall,  of  Logan. 

Rivers  of  Wigtownshire, 

The  Bladnoch  rises  in  Loch  Maberry,  and, 
after  a  run  of  over  twenty  miles,  falls  into 
Wigtown  Bay.  The  chief  proprietors  are  Mrs. 
Blair,  of  Penninghame ;  the  Earl  of  Galloway ; 
Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Craiglaw  ;  Mr.  Forbes  Tweedie, 
of  Killemore  and  Kirkchrist ;  and  the  Marquis  of 
Bute.  It  contains  salmon  and  trout,  and  affords 
fairly  good  sport.  Leave  to  fish  it  must  be  got 
by  strangers,  and  is  frequently  granted.  The 
Bladnoch  receives  a  number  of  tributaries,  the 
chief  of  which  is  the  Tarff  Water.  The  scenery 
of  the  river  is  very  fine.  The  upper  parts  may  be 
conveniently  fished  from  Newton-Stewart;  the 
lower  from  Wigton.  Rod  season  :  From  Feb.  11 
to  Oct.  31.  Route :  By  rail  to  Wigtown,  Newton- 
Stewart,  or  Kirkcowan. 

The  Cree. — See  Kirkcudbrightshire. 

The  Luce  is  formed  of  two  streams — the  Main 
Water  of  Luce  and  Cross  Water  of  Luce,  which 
unite  about  six  miles  from  the  sea.  The  salmon 
fishing  of  the  upper  waters  of  both  rivers  belongs 
to  the  Earl  of  Stair,  and  the  lower  waters  to  Mr. 
J.  C.  Cunninghame,  of  Craigends.  The  Luce  is  a 
late  salmon  river,  fish  not  being  met  with  before 
August ;  but  during  that  month  and  September 
and  October  it  yields  capital  sport.  It  is  also  a 
^'^ry  good  sea  trout  river,  and  they  weigh  well. 
They  do  not  get  farther  up  than  Dalnigap,  some 
eight  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Rod 
season :  From  Feb.  2.5  to  Oct.  31.  June  and  July 
are  the  best  for  sea  trout.  Leave  must  be  got 
from  the  proprietors.  Hotel  accommodation  can 
be  got  at  Glenluce.  Among  objects  of  interest 
are  the  ruins  of  Luce  Abbey  and  Castle  Kennedy, 
some  seven  miles  off.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Glenluce 
or  New  Luce  ;  river  at  hand. 

The  Tarff. — The  most  important  tributary  of 
the  Bladnoch,  into  which  it  flows  1  jelow  Kirkcowan. 


It  belongs  to  Mrs.  Blair,  of  Penninghame,  and 
contains  abundance  of  small  trout.  It  is  not  open 
to  the  public.  Inn  accommodation  can  be  had  at 
the  vQlage  of  Kirkcowan,  close  to  the  river. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Kirkcowan. 

Smaller  Streams. — The  other  streams  of 
Wigtownshire  are  the  Black  Burn,  Bishop  Bum, 
Colinty,  Cragoch,  Donnan,  Langabeastie,  Money- 
pool,  Polnure,  Piltanton,  Penwhirn,  Pullaryon, 
Sole,  Glenburn,  Kirklachie,  Cruise,  and  Camrie, 
and  they  all  yield  a  few  trout. 


THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 


The  annual  dinner  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Feb.  16,  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Strand.  The 
most  Honourable  the  Marquis  of  Granby  presided, 
and  amongst  the  members  present  were :  Mr. 
Thomas  Aitken,  Mr.  L.  W.  Bangs,  Mr.  Arthur 
Batchelor,  Mr.  R.  0.  Blundell,  Mr.  A.  B.  Blythe, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Bolding,  Mr.  A.  E.  Booker,  Mr.  R.  E. 
Booker,  Mr.  Algernon  Brent,  Col.  Stanley  Clark, 
Mr.  J.  W.  CoUingham,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John 
Bickerdyke " ),  Mr.  J.  B.  Davison,  Mr.  G.  L. 
Dickin,  Mr.  W*.  J.  Dobavand,  Mr.  R.  Dyson,  J.P,, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Easton,  Capt.  Tom  Edwards,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Franklin,  Mr.  E.  C.  Frend,  M.R.C.S.,  Mr.  Arthur 
N.  Gilbey,  Rev.  R.  Glover  ("  Cotswold  Isys  "),  Mr. 
A.  Godwin,  Capt.  H.  Powys  Greenwood.  Mr.  H.  E. 
Gribble,  Mr.  M.  T.  Hodding,  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins, 
Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson,  Mr.  W.  Pingo  Horton,  Mr. 
A.  C.  Kent,  Mr.  D.  E.  Laurie,  Mr.  W.  F.  Laurie, 
Mr.  R.  H.  W.  Leach,  Mr.  W.  J.  Lock,  Rev.  G.  E. 
Mackie.  Mr.  D.  Mackintosh,  Mr.  E.  Marston,  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  H.  Mear,  Mr.  H.  F.  Norris, 
Mr.  F.  R.  Ohlson,  Mr.  John  Paterson,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Payton  ("Sarcelle"),  Mr.  J.  T.  P.  Pechey,  Mr. 

E.  J.  Power,  Mr.  Arthur  Price,  Mr.  P.  St. 
Quintin,  Mr.  R.  S.  St.  Quintin,  Capt.  T.  B. 
Ramsay,  Mr.  Walter  Rowley,  Dr.  W.  J.  Seward, 
Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues,  Mr.  B.  W.  Smurthwaite, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Taylor,  Mr.  Wm.  Thomas,  Mr.  E.  M. 
Tod,  Mr.  R.  D.  Tui-ner,  Mr.  E.  R.  Tymms,  Mr. 
T.  Bowater  Vernon,  Mr.  J.  Gilbey  Vokins,  Mr. 
Daniel  Watney,  Mr.  Joseph  Wilkinson,  Mr.  E. 
Williamson,  Mr.  H.  D.  Willock,  Mr.  David  Wilson, 
Mr.  John  Young. 

The  following  members  of  Committee  were 
absent  on  account  of  illness  and  other  engage- 
ments :  Mr.  Basil  Field,  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  Mr. 
Frederic  M.  Halford,  Dr.  Orton,  Mr.  N.  Lloyd, 
Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  and  Mr.  T.  P.  Hawksley. 

Among  others  who  wrote  regretting  inability 
to  attend  were :  Mr,  A.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Harold 
AnsdeU,  Mr.  J.  Appleton,  Mr.  H.  T,  Bagster,  Mr. 
C,  Baker,  Mr.  T,  J,  Barratt,  Mr.  Edgar  R.  S, 
Bartleet.  Mr.  Gerald  Batchelor,  Rev.  W.  Black- 
more,  Mr.  J.  R,  Boyd,  Capt.  Byne,  R.M.L.I., 
Major  Carlisle  (•' South-West"),  Mr.  C.  R.  Catch- 
pool,  Mr.  C.  F.  Clay,  M.A.,  Mr,  E.  A.  Clowes, 
Mr  A,  W.  Corrie,  Mr.  Irwin  Cox,  D,L.,  Hon. 
Hubert  Dormer,  Mr.  Henry  Drake,  Mi-.  E, 
Goble,  Mr.  H.  G,  Green,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall, 
Dr.  E.  Hamilton,  Mr.  S.  Haslam,  M.A.,  Mr. 
C.  E,  S,  Headlam,  Mr.  T.  J.  Hooper,  Mr, 
C.  H.  Hullett,  Mr.  G.  C.  McAdam,  Rev.  H.  S. 
Marriott,  Mr.  P.  S.  Mayhew,  Mr,  A.  B.  Mitchell, 
Mr.  T,  A,  Mitchell,  Capt,  R.  C,  Money,  Col, 
W.  J,  Morris,  Mr,  J.  A.  Nicholay,  Mr.  H. 
Cholmondeley  Pennell,  Mr.  Chas.  Percivall,  Mr. 
A.  Powell,  Mr.  Alfred  Price,  Mr.  A.  B,  Priestley, 
Mr.  Samuel  Ratcliff,  Mr.  Horace  Reily,  Mr.  W.  K. 
Robertson,  Mr.  T.  Shute  Robertson,  Lieut.-Gen. 

F.  Roome,  C.B..  Mr.  George  Rooper,  Mr.  S.  B. 
Sharpe,  Mr.  W.  L.  Smith,  Mr,  C.  B.  C.  Storey, 
Col.  G.  C.  Swiney,  Mr.  John  Taylor,  Capt,  F.  R, 
Thackeray,  Mr.  N,  F.  Ticehurst,  Dr.  A.  P. 
Trinder,  Mr.  M,  Vaughan,  Rev.  H,  G,  J.  Veitch, 
Mr.  F.  M,  Walbran,  Mr,  R.  W.  Walker,  Brig.- 
Surgeon  C.  W,  Watling,  Mr,  Philip  Winsor,  Mr. 
P,  H.  Wormald,  Mr,  G,  Tarde, 

Among  the  visitors  and  guests  present  were : 
Mr.  Eustace  Booker,  Mr.  A.  C.  Broadbant,  Mr. 
Kenneth  Brown,  Hon.  W.  Coke,  Mr.  T.  D.  Croft, 
Mr.  George  Cross,  Mr.  G.  A.  B.  Dewar.  Mr.  P.  J. 
Easton,  Mr.  A.  B.  Flint,  Mr.  W.  H.  Flint,  Mr. 
R.  J.  Forrest,  Mr.  B.C.  Forster,  Gen.  French,  C.B., 
Mr.  E.  C.  Frend,  Mr.  B.  Frere,  Mr.  A.  Gadsden.  Mr. 
H.  L.  W.  Godwin,  Mr.  H.  O.  J.  G.  Hobbs,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Howard,  M.  Alfd.  Holcombe,  Mr.  J.  F.  Jones,  Mr. 
Wm.  Jesser  Coope,  Mr.  Francis  Lamb, Mr.  R.  E.  H. 
Leach,Mr.A.  Yickers  Linley.Mr.  A.Lockwood.Mr. 
A.  Lyall,  Mr.  J.  S.  Mackintosh,  Mr.  Niell  McNeil, 
Mr.  H.  Malins,  Mr.  A.   Marston,  Mr.  E.  P. 


Marston,  Dr.  Meggs,  Mr.  R.  M.  Montgomery,  Sir 
Montague  Ommanney,  K.C.M.G.,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Payne,  Mr.  A .  T.  Pechey,  Mr.  A.  T.  P.  Pechey, 
Mr.  Raleigh  Pbilpotts,  Mr.  J.  L.  Pickering,  Mr. 
F.  Pigou,  Mr,  R.  S.  du  Port,  Mr.  William  Prince, 
Mr.  O.  C.  Quekett,  Mr.  C.  O.  Rogers,  Mr.  Chas. 
Cater  Scott,  Major  A.  D.  Seton  of  Mounie, 
Mr.  W.  T.  Shore.  Mr.  Edward  Smith,  Mr.  W.  B. 
Tegetmeier,  Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Winstanley  Wall  is.  Sir  Thomas  Wardle,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Warner,  Mr.  W.  N.  Whymper,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Willock,  Mr.  H.  C.  Willock,  Mr.  F.  B.  WindeUs. 

The  Chairman  said  :  Gentlemen, — The  toast 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  propose  to  you  is  one 
which,  on  no  occasion  when  it  has  been  my  lot  to  have 
to  deal  with  it,  has  ever  required  at  my  hands  the 
slightest  eulogy,  or  the  slightest  praise  of  any 
sort  or  kind,  for  it  is  the  toast  of  "  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  the  Rest  of  the 
Royal  Family."  I  will  not  attempt  to  say  one 
word  in  praise  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  for 
she  is  so  beloved  by  every  subject  that  it  would  be 
a  work  of  mere  supererogation  on  my  part  to 
attempt  to  do  so.  With  regard  to  the  rest  of  the 
Royal  family,  you  know  how  they  have  identified 
their  lives  with  those  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects, 
and  how  constantly  they  are  employed  in  every 
good  work  which  they  can  possibly  deal  with.  I 
am  confident  that  there  is  no  toast  to-night  which 
will  meet  with  a  more  hearty  response  at  your 
hands  than  that  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
give  to  you — "  The  Queen  and  the  Royal  Family." 

The  toast  was  loyally  received,  and  the  National 
Anthem  sung. 

The  Chairman  :  Gentlemen,  I  confess  that  I 
come  before  you  to-night  to  propose  the  toast 
which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  do — the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  —  with  feelings  of  considerable 
modesty,  because  I  have  come  amongst  a  company 
of  those  who  are  experts  in  the  art  of  fishing,  and 
who  combine  with  great  efficiency  in  that  particu- 
lar art  the  fui'ther  skill  of  putting  into  words  the 
results  of  their  accumulated  stores  of  knowledge, 
andl  feel  that  everything  one  may  do  is  closely  scru- 
tiniseil,  and  is  Tery  carefully  watched.  Speaking 
as  I  do,  as  a  very  humble  fisherman — one  always 
anxious  to  learn,  and  I  have  learned  a  great  deal 
from  the  writings  of  many  present  to-night,  and 
benefited  by  them — I  confess  to  the  feeling  of 
shyness  which,  in  the  first  instance,  somewhat 
overpowers  me.  In  the  second  place  I  am  some- 
what alarmed  by  the  notice  which  I  see  in  the 
programme  to-night;  and  if  you  gentlemen  wiU 
do  me  the  honour  of  looking  at  it  you  will  see 
immediately  after  the  toast  which  I  am  now 
proposing,  it  is  intimated  that  the  next  musical 
effort  will  be  to  "Strike  the  Lyre."  (Loud 
laughter.)  I  only  confess  to  a  decided  hope  that 
it  may  not  be  myself  who  is  alluded  to  entirely 
and  solely ;  and  I  fortify  myself  with  the  recollec- 
tion that  we  are  all  fishermen  here  present — 
(laughter) — and  I  also  have  the  knowledge  that 
most  unfairly,  gentlemen,  we  have  been  dubbed 
a  society — I  do  not  mean  this  particular  society, 
but  fishermen  in  general — somewhat  unthrifty  of 
absolute  accuracy — (laughter) — therefore  I  feel 
that  allusion  cannot  be  made  to  me  alone. 
(Laughter.)  It  must  include  others,  and  that  has 
supported  me  somewhat,  for  I  feel,  if  the  strict 
instructions  which  are  here  printed  with  regard 
to  that  particular  musical  effort  were  carried  out, 
such  a  scene  would  be  seen  here  as  could  only  be 
equalled  by  the  Dreyfus  trial.  I  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  is  merely  a  lapsw^  lingmr 
and  I  shall  therefore  endeavour  to  speak  as  much 
of  the  truth  as  lies  in  me.  (Laughter.)  Gentle- 
men, in  the  first  place,  to  go  to  the  most  serious 
business  of  the  toast,  I  have  to  congratulate 
yon  on  the  admirable  meeting  to  night.  I  am 
sure  that,  notwithstanding  the  inroads  of  the 
fiend  influenza,  which,  to  my  great  regret,  has 
kept  away  so  many  of  those  whom  I  was  anxiously 
looking  forwai-d  to  meet,  and  to  whom  I  would 
like  to  pay  my  meed  of  respect,  we  have  a  goodly 
gathering  here  to-night,  and  I  believe  I  am 
justified  in  saying,  from  all  I  hear,  that  your  club 
is  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  and  in  a  condi- 
tion which  I  hope  will  go  on  improving  and 
getting  stronger  than  ever.  (Applause.)  There 
are  so  many  matters  which  affect  the  welfare 
not  only  of  fishermen,  but  of  a  very  large 
number  of  the  other  sections  of  the  com- 
munity throughout  the  country  with  which 
the  members  of  this  club  can  legitimately, 
in  the  pursuit  of  their  favourable  sport,  inquire 
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into,  learn  about  and  suggest  amendments  and 
alterations.  If  your  club  goes  on  in  the  same 
successful  way  as  I  believe  it  has  gone  on 
since  its  inception  in  1884,  it  can  can-y  out  very 
useful  reforms  in  more  ways  than  would  at  first 
appear  from  its  constitution.  The  club  does 
not  only  meet  for  the  purpose  of  consultation  and 
retailing  fishing  anecdotes — (laughter) — but  it 
meets  also  for  the  purpose  of  saying  what  they 
have  seen  when  they  have  been  wandering  about 
the  face  of  the  country  over  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  following  the  sport  to  which  we  are  all  so 
devoted.  They  can  note  the  waters  in  which  they 
fish,  whether  they  be  waters  under  private  control 
or  open  to  the  public.  They  can  see  what  would 
improve  the  fishing  of  those  waters,  and  they 
can  see,  -with  regard  to  public  waters  especially, 
that  the  rules  and  regulations  ai-e  carefully 
observed,  because  no  fishing  worth  rod  and 
bent  hoots  can  be  enjoyed  unless  supervision  is 
given  to  fishing  generally.  (Hear,  hear.)  Well, 
gentlemen,  there  is  one  other  thing  on  this  point 
I  would  like  to  say,  and  it  is  a  very  Radical  or 
Conservative  thing,  whichever  way  you  like  to 
look  at  it,  and  that  is,  you  have  a  river  called  the 
Thames,  and  that  river  is,  undoubtedly,  improving 
in  its  condition  as  regards  pollution.     It  is  better 


supernatm-aUy  dull  in  talking  business  in  this 
way.  We  know  in  England,  which  is  affected  in 
this  matter  .more  than  Scotland  and  Ireland 
that  we  are  threatened  with  a  scarcity  of 
water — that  is  to  say,  so  many  of  the  rivers, 
the  bigger  rivers  even,  and  certainly  the 
smaller  ones,  are  getting,  as  regards  their 
volume  and  flow  of  water,  steadily  year  by 
year  less  and  less.  That,  of  course,  is  con- 
sequent on  two  or  three  things.  It  is 
consequent  in  one  respect  upon  the  fact  that 
owing  to  the  gigantic  increase  in  population 
we  have  to  construct  big  reservoirs  for  the 
large  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  country. 
Well,  one  cannot  grumble  at  that.  All  that  I 
can  say  is,  that  there  is  a  danger,  and  I  know  that 
by  having  sat  on  committees  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  where  these  water  bills  come,  there 
is  a  great  danger  that  unless  they  are 
carefully  considered  you  may  take  water  away 
from  a  district  which  needs  it  as  much  as  the 
district  to  which  it  is  sought  to  take  it,  and  that 
is  very  hard  upon  the  district  from  which  the 
water  emanates.  Well,  gentlemen,  another  point, 
and  that  is  that  undoubtedly  much  of  the 
shortness  of  water  is  owing  to  the  system 
of   drainage  which    now  prevails.     These  are 


than  it  was — there  was  plenty  of  ground,  or 
lather,  water,  for  improvement.  (Laughtei*.) 
There  has  been  much  written  lately  as  to  the 
chances  of  getting  salmon  to  come  back  and  run 
lip  the  river.  How  far  this  is  possible  I  do  not 
kcov;  but  I  confess  frankly,  that  I  wish,  in  the 
interest  of  anglers,  and  especially  of  the  poorer 
class  of  anglers,  who  have  not  much  chance  of 
p-oing  far  to  get  their  sport,  it  were  possible  for  the 
Thames  Conservancy  to  restrict,  or  even  absolutely 
put  down,  anyway  above  a  certain  point  up  the 
Thames,  any  boat  or  vessel  whatsoever  which  was 
not  managed  by  oars  solely.  (Applause.)  I  do 
not  know  if  such  a  thing  is  possible,  but  there  is 
nothing  on  earth  does  so  much  harm  to  fishing  as 
the  wash  coming  from  the  launches  of  the 
bigger  steamers,  which  play  havoc  with  the 
fishing  grounds  and  everything  connected  with 
them.  (Applause.)  There  is  another  point  which 
I  am  very  anxious  to  impress  upon  the  members 
of  this  club,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  I  am 


things  which  I  think  members  of  the  club  can 
watch  and  note  as  they  go  from  river  to 
river.  It  is  a  very  large  question,  and  a 
very  difficult  one,  but  undoubtedly  by  noticing 
and  by  noting  down,  and  by  general  talk  on 
matters  when  you  are  at  your  headquarters, 
much  good  may  be  done.  I  see  there  are 
many  justly  respected  and  well-known  writers 
on  the  press  here,  and  they  can  bring  these 
things  before  the  public.  (Hear,  hear.)  And 
there  is  another  and  still  more  serious  subject 
which  you  can  take  in  hand,  and  do  great  good 
in,  and  that  is  the  question  of  the  pollution  of 
the  rivers  as  they  are  now,  (Hear,  hear.)  That 
is  a  very  serious  question,  and  it  is  one  I  can 
hardly  deal  with  on  such  an  occasion  as  this. 
Undoubtedly  there  ai-e  many  local  authorities 
who  have  many  powers,  and  occasionally  they  set 
those  powers  in  play ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  is 
exceedingly  difficult  to  get  them  always  to  take  up 
a  case  of  pollution  in  rivers.    They  are  reluctant 


to  do  it;  they  do  not  like  to  proceed  against 
those  living  in  the  neighbourhood.     I  must 
honestly  confess  that  this  water  question,  coming 
as  it  does  after  such  an  admirable  dinner,  is  one 
which  may  seem  improper,  and  the  only  thing  I 
can  think  of  to  connect  it  with  the  dinner  is  the 
soda  water  to-morrow  morning.  (Laughter.)  lam 
sorry  to  say  in  this  country  there  is  hardly  a  river, 
or  brook,  or  burn,  the  water  of  which,  however 
teetotal  you  may  be  in  your  views,  you  would  care 
to  drink  by  itself.    (Laughter.)    From  all  points 
of  view  this  is  unsatisfactory ;  it  is  unsatisfactory 
from  a  hygienic  point  of  view,  and  most  unsatis- 
factory from  a  fishing  point  of  view.    These  are 
matters  which  you  gentlemen  can  bring  forward 
through  the  medium  of  the  press  of  which  you 
have  the  ear,  and  quite  rightly  so.    Ton  can 
bring  forward  these  questions,  and  keep  before 
the  public  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  rivers  as 
pure  as  possible.    I  am  not  going  to  detain 
you  at  any    further    length.     You  who  are 
so  keen  about  your  club,  and  so  justly  keer, 
can  think  over  these  somewhat  more  serious 
matters  while  in  pursuit  of  your  pleasure,  and 
can  always  put  your  heads  together  and  invent 
new  measures  for  luring  the  wily  trout  and 
the  grayling  from  the  rivers.    You  have  some 
of   you    invented    new  flies  —  some  of  them 
I    think     would     puzzle     Providence  sorely. 
(Laughter.)    But  all  these  things  are  valuable, 
for  they  tend  to  advance  trade,  and  although 
many     people    have    invented    many  things, 
eventually  they  go  back  to  their  early  loves. 
(Laughter.)    There  is  one  gentleman  on  my  left 
who  uses  gut  casts  twenty  years  old,  and,  what  is 
more,  always  kills  two  trout  to  every  one  elses  one. 
(Laughter.)    So  you  can  go  back  to  some  of  your 
old  rods  and  materials,  and  moralise  on  the  vanity 
of  new  desires  and  new  wishes,    (Laughter.)  You 
can  also  still  further  astonish  Providence  by 
attempting  to  improve  the  colour  of  the  wings  of 
some  of   the  flies  which  have  been  created. 
(Laughter.)    I  believe  one  gentleman,  an  old 
friend    of    my    own,  a   hon.  baronet  and  a 
gentleman  not  unknown  in  literature  and  art  and 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  who  was  present 
last  year  at  your  dinner,  has  been  taking  to  dyeing 
May  Flies  red,   green,   and  blue.     These  are 
technicalities  I  profess  to  know  nothing  about.  I 
do  not  know  whether  they  are  effective  or  not ; 
but  it  always  struck  me  that  when  he  is  translated 
into  a  higher  sphere — and  I  hope  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  he  is — he  will  ask  permission  to  dye  his 
own  wings  as  an  angel — (laughter) — and  I  question 
very  much  whether  that  permission  would  1  e 
gi-anted  him.    (Laughter.)   No  one  wishes  the  FJy 
Fishers'  Club  more  success  and  happiness  than  I 
do ;  no  one  wishes  it  better  luck  in  the  future ; 
none  wishes  it  better  success  in  the  coming 
year,  and  it  gives  me  extreme  pleasure  and 
gratification  to  be  in  the  chair  here,  and  to  wish 
health,  success,  and  prosperity  to  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  and  its  members.  (Applause.) 
The  toast  having  been  duly  honoured, 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (hon.  treasurer)  said :  My 
Lord  and  Gentlemen, — I  assure  you  it  was  a  very 
great  relief  to  me  when  I  found  our  Chairman 
take  upon  himself  to  respond  for  the  toast  of 
the  fishing  liar.    (Laughter.)    I  thought  that  I 
should  be  expected  to  tackle  this  toast,  because  you 
will  see  from  the  programme  that  directly  after 
the  glee,  "  Strike  the  Lyre,"  it  says  :  "  Response 
by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esquire."    (Laughter.)  But 
as  our  Chairman  has  so  well  done  so,  I  ha\e 
no  further  remarks  to  make  on  that  point.  (Re- 
newed laughter.)    It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  me, 
as  President  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  to  invite 
the    Marquis  of    Granby  to    preside   at  cur 
annual  dinner,  and  I  assiired  his  lordship  that 
the  Fly  Fishers  would  give  him  a  very  hearty 
welcome,  and  I   know  I  am  expressing  the 
feelings  of  all  our  members  when  I  say  that 
we  are  delighted  to  see  him  here  this  evening,  and 
fully  appreciate  his  kind  and  flattering  references 
to  the  club.     (Hear,  hear.)    It  generally  falls 
to  my  lot  at  this  dinner  to  tell  you  something 
about   the  position  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
and  I  am  pleased  to    inform  you  that  our 
roll  of  members  is  now  nearly  300,  and  the 
financial  position  continues  to  be  most  satis- 
factory in  every  way.    In  addition  to  a  credit 
balance  of  £222  IBs.  at  the  bank  at  the  end  of 
1897,  we  have  the  sum  of  nearly  £200  investsd, 
and  the  club  also  possesses  property  in  the  shape 
of  books,  furniture,  pictures,  &c.,  worth  some 


February  19,  1898] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


133 


himdreds  of  pounds,  so  I  think  we  can  congratu- 
late ourselves  that  our.  position  is  a  very  good  one 
indeed.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  Chairman,  in  his 
speech  just  now,  referred  to  one  or  two  matters 
in  which  he  thought  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  might 
do  some  good.  He  mentioned,  for  iustance,  the 
suggested  introduction  of  salmon  into  the  River 
Thames,  about  which  there  was  some  corre- 
spondence in  the  Times  recently.  Having  last 
siimmer  and  aatumn  made  some  excui-sions  on 
the  river  between  Loudon  and  Woolwich,  I 
ventured  to  point  out  that  in  my  opinion  the 
river  was  not  yet  sufficiently  clear  to  warrant 
such  an  experiment,  and  to  which  the  Times,  in  a 
leader,  said  they  hoped  the  gentlemen  who  were 
proposing  the  experiment  would  not  be  deteiTed 
by  anything  I  had  said.  I  still  hope,  however,  that 
until  the  river  is  in  a  better  condition  than  now 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  will  not  move  in  the 
matter,  because  I  think  if  it  is  to  be  done  it 
should  be  done  with  some  chance  of  success. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  took  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
in  seeing  if  the  river  was  in  a  sufficiently 
good  condition,  and  1  was  convinced  it  was 
not,  and  I  afterwards  went  to  a  gentleman 
who  is  very  great  authority  —  Mr.  Dibden,  the 
late  chemist  of  the  London  County  Council — and 
asked  him  if  he  thought  the  river  was  in  a  good 
enough  condition  to  carry  out  the  scheme.  He 
told  me  he  had  made  6000  experiments  to  test 
the  condition  of  the  water,  and  in  his  opinion  no 
salmon  or  other  fish  will  live  until  you  get  at 
least  50  per  cent,  of  oxygenated  water.  At 
present  the  percentage  is  under  30  per  cent.,  and 
until  you  get  it  up  to  50  per  cent.  I  hope 
the  Fly  Fisher's  Club  will  not  attempt  to  re- 
introduce salmon  into  the  Thames.  It  will 
only  lead  to  another  of  those  disappointing 
experiments  which  we  had  twenty  or  thirty  years 
ago.  The  club  during  the  past  year  has  had  to 
deplore  the  loss  by  death  of  two  prominent 
members,  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Mann  and  Sir  James 
JMaitland.  Mr.  Mann  was  a  personal  friend  of 
my  own  and  of  many  members,  and  a  keen  all- 
round  sportsman.  We  all  regret  very  much  that 
he  has  left  us.  (Hear  hear.)  Sir  James  Mait- 
land,  whose  name  is  well  known  to  you,  and  who 
occupied  the  chair  some  years  ago,  we  also  regi'et 
much  to  lose.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  committee  regret 
that  after  twelve  years'  work  as  hon.  secretary 
of  the  club,  Mr.  David  Wilson  found  himself 
obliged  last  year  to  resign  the  office,  being  unable 
any  longer  to  devote  the  necessary  time  to  its 
duties.  The  committee,  at  their  meeting  on 
Aug.  22,  passed  the  following  resolution  :  "  That 
as  a  mark  of  their  esteem  and  appreciation  of  his 
long  and  valued  services,  Mr.  David  Wilson  be 
•elected  a  hon.  life  member."  ■  (Applause.)  I  think 
the  club,  as  a  whole,  will  fully  endorse  the  action 
of  the  committee  on  that  occasion.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Mr.  T.  Bowater  Yernon,  a  member  of  the  club 
since  1886,  has  been  appointed  Mr.  Wilson's 
successor,  and  the  committee  congratulate  the 
club  on  having  secured  the  services  of  a  member 
who  takes  so  much  interest  in  it,  and  is  in  every  way 
so  well  qualified  for  the  office  of  hon.  sec.  (Hear, 
hear.)  I  may  tell  you  that  the  bulk  of  the  arduous 
duty  of  aiTanging  this  dinner  has  fallen  to  Mr. 
Yernon.  I  can  assure  you  that  it  has  been  vety 
hard  work,  and  he  has  been  in  anything  but  a  good 
state  of  health  to  do  it,  and  I  am  sure  jou  will 
congratulate  him  on  the  success  he  has  attained. 
(Applause.)  There  is  another  matter  which  is 
very  interesting  to  our  members,  and  that  is  that 
the  special  committee  on  fly  dressing  materials 
met  on  several  occasions  during  the  past  year, 
and  have  succeeded  in  practically  completing  the 
collection  of  the  materials  they  had  in  view,  and, 
through  the  devotion  of  Mr.  Ohlson.  much 
^progress  has  been  made  towards  the  mounting  of 
them.  Until  the  mounting  is  complete,  it  will  be 
too  hazardous  to  put  forward  any  design  for  a 
cabinet,  and  they  have,  therefore,  refrained  from 
doing  so.  They  have,  however,  good  hop  23  that 
"the  annual  meeting  of  1889  will  receive  trum  them 
a  report  that  their  labours  ai-e  concluded,  and  the 
collection  duly  housed  in  a  suitable  cabinet. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  may  tell  you  that  Mr.  Ohlson 
has  made  what  I  think  an  excellent  suggestion, 
and  that  is,  that  it  would  be  most  interts  ing  if 
the  club  possessed  a  collection  of  mounted 
■specimens  of  all  the  natural  flies  which  are  of 
interest  to  fly  fishers,  and  I  hope  the  sugg-istion 
will  not  be  allowed  to  drop.  I  think  that  would 
fee    a    great    and    most   interesting  additioa 


to  the  club's  collections.  (Hear,  hear.)  The 
club  library  is  year  by  year  becoming  more 
interesting  and  valuable,  covering  as  it  does  the 
whole  field  of  fly  fishing  literature,  and  the  com- 
mittee appeal  to  members  to  help  to  perfect  it  by 
gifts  of  books  or  pamphlets.  Mr.  Hedley  F. 
Norris,  our  hon.  librarian,  will  be  happy  during  the 
year  to  receive  any  new  volumes  given  to  the  club, 
and  also  intends  to  compile  a  new  and  complete 
catalogue,  which  will  render  it  more  easily  acces- 
sible. He  will  also  be  glad  to  correspond  with 
members  as  to  desirable  bojks  to  be  obtained  for 
the  library,  and  bow  to  obtain  them.  I  have  to 
congratulate  the  club  that  our  old  friend,  and  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  club,  Mr.  W. 
Senior,  the  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  was 
elected  president  this  year,  and  you  will 
hear  with  regret  that  Mr.  Senior,  who  has 
done  so  much  for  the  club  in  every  way,  is 
lying  ill  in  bed  with  a  stifE  attack  of  pleurisy. 
We  are  also  sorry  that  Mr.  Halford  and 
Mr.  Basil  Field  are  on  account  of  illness  unable 
to  be  present  this  year.  One  or  two  years 
ago  I  ventured  to  bring  before  the  club  a  sugges- 
tion something  on  the  lines  of  the  president's 
remarks  this  evening  as  to  the  way  the  club  might 
do  good.  When  they  went  into  the  country 
they  saw  big  flaming  advertisements  stuck  up 
by  field  and  stream  completely  spoiling  the 
beauty  of  the  rural  scenery.  I  strongly  impressed 
on  the  members  of  the  club  that  they  should  use 
all  their  influence  to  stop  this  desecration,  and  I 
hope  our  Chairman,  who  is  a  large  landowner, 
will  use  his  influence  also,  for  I  believe  it  is  the 
large  landowners  who  have  most  power  in  the 
matter.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  was  fishing  on  the 
Itchen  one  hot  day,  and  had  tried  the  usual  red 
quills  and  blue  quills  in  vain,  when  imagine  my 
disgust  on  turning  a  bend  of  the  stream  to  see  on 
a  board  in  big  letters  : 

If  you  can't  catch  'em  -VN-ith  quills. 
Try  Beecbam's  pills. 

(Laughter  )  A  year  or  two  ago  I  went  to  the 
Wimbledon  tournament,  and  a  gentleman,  a 
stranger  to  me,  happened  to  ask  me  the  way  to 
the  water  from  the  station,  so  we  walked  down 
together.  Presently  he  said, ''  Well,  I  am  astonished 
at  Marston.  Here  is  he,  the  editor  of  the  Fish- 
ing Gazette,  rowing  at  people  for  putting  up 
advertisements  in  the  fields  and  here  on  every 
tree  is  a  notice,  '  Read  the  Fishing  Gazette.' " 
(Laughter.)  Every  tree  down  that  bit  of  water 
had  stuck  on  it  "Read  the  Fishing  Gazette." 
(Laughter.)  Imagine  my  horror,  all  I  could  say 
was,  "  Yes,  it's  awfi^l."  He  added,  "but  probably 
Marston  did  not  know  anything  about  it."  I 
said,  No,  I'm  certain  he  didn't.  I  think  it  was 
rather  hard  on  me  that  I  should  be  caught  in 
that  way.  (Laughter.)  We  have  present  to-night 
some  American  geatlemen,  members  of  the  club, 
and  other  friends.  We  have  also  some  hon. 
members  who  are  Amei-ican  gentlemeu.  and  I 
can  assure  them  that  we  are  sorry,  as  English- 
men, to  hear  that  their  nation  has  suft'eied 
such  a  great  disaster  in  the  loss  of  one  of 
their  batt'e^hips.  We  should  be  sorry  to  meet 
their  battleships  in  battle,  and  we  are  the  first 
nation  to  regret  that  they  have  had  such  a  serious 
loss.  (Heai-,  hear.)  I  received  this  morning  from 
one  of  our  American  honoraiy  members,  Mr. 
Fred  Mather,  particulars  of  the  recent  Fly  Cast- 
ing Tournament  in  New  York,  and  I  think  it  is 
veiy  interesting.  An  absolute  record  for  the 
world  was  made  in  New  York  by  Reuben 
Leonard,  when  casting  with  a  single-handed 
fly  rod.  Mr.  Mather  says:  "The  wind-up  of 
the  tournament  was  grand.  Six  entries  of 
the  best  distance  casters,  with  Leonard  to 
come  last  in  the  hope  that  he  would  beat  all 
records  with  a  single-handed  i-od,  and  he  did. 
When  about  half  of  his  allotted  five  minutes  was 
gone  he  made  a  tremendous  cast  of  120  feet,  or 
forty  yards,  and  the  enthusiasm  was  great. 
Men  cheered  and  shook  hands  with  him 
and  with  each  other.  The  world's  record  was 
beaten.  The  rod  with  which  he  did  this  was 
lift.  7in.  long  and  weighed  lO^oz.  I  saw 
it  weighed  and  measured."  That  record  is 
to  me  simply  marvellous,  because  you  all 
remember  many  years  ago  writers  in  the 
Field  were  disputing  whether  40yds.  could  be 
cast  with  a  salmon  rod,  and  here  you  have  it  done 
in  America  with  an  llift.  fly  rod.  Mr.  Leonard's 
cast  was  an  enormous  one,  and  10yds.  farther 


than  the  record  cast  with  a  rod  under  12ft. 
in  this  country  made  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole. 
But  "the  conditions  were  different.  This  contest 
in  America  took  place  on  water  in  a  large  build- 
ing, and  the  competitors  had  a  wood  floor  behind 
them,  which  was  a  great  help.  One  of  the  com- 
petitors was  disqualified  for  having  about  half  a 
yard  of  his  rod  up  his  sleeve.  (Laughter.)  He 
said  he  found  he  could  make  a  longer  cast  by 
having  a  bit  of  rod  up  his  sleeve  than  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.  There  was  a  tip  for  them.  (Laughter.) 
Another  of  our  American  members,  Mr.  A.  Nelson 
Cheney,  a  most  chai-ming  gentleman,  gave  me  the 
latest  American  fish  story.  He  said  he  was  going 
fishing  in  Canada.  He  was  just  starting  for  the 
fishing  in  his  salmon  waders,  and  a  charming 
yoimg  Canadian  lady  came  up  and  said,  "  What 
on  earth  have  you  got  those  things  on  for  f  "  He 
said,  "I  am  going  into  the  water."  She  said,  "I 
thought  all  anglers  were  men  of  iron ; "  and  he 
replied,  "  Yes,  and  that  is  the  reason  we  want 
these  on  to  keep  the  iron  from  getting  rusty." 
"  Ah  !  "  said  the  young  lady,  "  of  course.  That 
explains  why  you  anglers  never  think  of  drinking 
water."  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  ("  Sarcelle  ")  also  responded. 
He  said :  Gentlemen, — I  feel  myself  at  a  great 
disadvantage  in  coming  after  such  speakers  as  our 
noble  chairman,  and  our  retiring  president.  I 
woiild  rather  kill  a  salmon  or  a,  tront  than  make  a 
sjieech,  any  day.  (Laughter.)  When  our  worthy 
secretary  ruined  my  nocturnal  repose,  marred  my 
pleasurable  anticipations,  spoiled  my  appetite,  and 
pi-obably  impaired  my  digestion  by  telling  me 
that  I  was  to  speak  on  this  occasion,  I  was  pain- 
fully reminded  of  the  late  Americau  Ambassador, 
Mr.  Bayard,  and  the  oyster.  He  (the  Ambas- 
sador, not  the  oyster),  when  he  was  called  upon 
suddenly  for  a  speech,  said  he  had  recently  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  oyster  was  one  of  the 
most  sensible  of  animals,  for  it  always  knew  when 
to  keep  its  mouth  shut,  and  heprojiosed  to  follow 
its  example.  (Laughter.)  I  wish  I  might ;  per- 
haps it  would  be,  as  the  young  lady  said  in  that 
mysterious  song  "  In  the  Gloaming  " — 
Best  for  you  and  best  for  me. 

(Loud  laughter.)  The  Ambassador  might  have 
added  that  on  dry  land,  at  any  rate,  when  an 
oyster  does  open  its  mouth,  it  is  generally  in  a 
pretty  bad  way,  and  I  feir  thatis  my  c^se.  lonly 
had  to  cross  the  little  "  Silver  Streak  "  to  be  with 
you  this  evening.  Apart  from  the  speech-making 
penalty,  I  had  long  wished  for  the  privilege  of 
being  present  at  one  of  these  delightful  gather- 
ings, but  thougli  a  member  of  the  club  from  1885, 
had  always  hitherto  been  prevented  by  reason  of 
being,  as  they  say  at  St.  Stephen's,  "  in  another 
place."  One  place,  Mogador  in  Morocco,  was  at 
the  inconvenient  distance  of  1719  miles.  Even 
there  an  exiled  angler  had  some  compensations, 
and 

Thought  tha*'  here  might  be  enjoyment, 

More  tban  in  the  march  of  mind. 
On  the  steamer  and  the  railway. 

And  the  ihonghts  that,  move  mankind. 

Nothing  went  upon  whpels  in  that  patriarchal- 
mannered  land — mankind  moved  upon  mu  es  and 
camels,  and  exceeding  slowly.  Bit  there  was 
superb  sea-fishing,  such  as  I  hardly  dure  hope  to 
see  again.  I  have  caught  fish  up  to  oOib.  with 
the  rod  in  the  sea  ;  had  the  quaint  experience  of 
catching  sardines  with  rod  and  line ;  and  taking 
advantage  of  a  rise  of  barbel,  when  they  found 
that  ,  fat  young  locusts,  floating  and  struggling 
down  our  littl-j  river  iij  thousands,  wer--  good  to 
eat — and  they  ros->  to  the  occasion.  (Laughter.) 
A  worthy  member  of  our  fratt-rnity  once  said 
that  he  woiUd  rather  fish  for  tadpoles  in  a  tank 
than  have  no  fishing  at  all.  My  brethren,  so 
would  I — and,  take  my  word  for  it,  that  stagnant 
pond  men  call  the  Mediterranean,  to  whos-  sunny 
shores  I  moved  in  1893,  catue  very  near  to  the 
tadpole-tank,  for  it  seldom  yieldel  anything 
better  than  fingerlings,  thor.gh  one  got  some  trout 
in  mountain  streams.  Our  beloved  retiring  Presi- 
dent has  not  left  me  much  to  say  on  behalf  of 
the  club  to  which  I  am  ptoud  to  belong — b  it  let 
me  add  that,  in  addition  to  being  a  s  ocial,  we 
may  call  it  a  scientific  club,  the  members  of 
which  self-sacrificingly  devote  much  of  their 
leisure  time  to  caret  ul  investigations  concerning 
the  natural  and  artificial — especially  the  artificial 
— foods  of  the  migratory  and  non-migratory 
Sahnonidx,  though  unscientific  scoffers  may  call 
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it  simply  "  going  a-fishiug."  (Laugbtor.)  I  liope 
most  of  ns,  in  addition  to  ouv  full  appreciation 
of  tlie  beauties  of  nature,  fully  realise  tbe 'im- 
portance of  finding  out  just  wbat  a  fi.sb  wants  to 
eat,  and  offt-riug  bim  tbat  same  in  tbe  most 
seductive  manner  possible,  even,  tbougb  it  may 
occasionally  lead  to  sucb  unortbodox  and  repre- 
bensible  practices  as  tbe  presentation  of  a  prawn 
to  a  salmon  or  a  salmon  Hy  to  a  trout,  in  botb  of 
wbicb  respects  I  must  cry  ''Peccavl."  (Laugbter.) 
May  I,  at  tbe  risk  of  being  deemed  egotistical, 
say  wbat  tbe  club  bas  done  for  me  ?  It  bas  given 
me  tbe  valued  privilege  of  tbe  acquaintance,  I 
think  I  may  venture  to  say  tbe  friendsbip,  of  sucb 
good  masters  and  mentors  as  "Red  Spinner." 
••Detached  Badger."  David  Wilson,  "  Piscator 
Major,"  well  so  named,  and  the  "Amateur  Angler," 
endeared  to  us  all  by  the  sympathetic  freshness 
of  his  writings  on  sport  and  wild  nature,  not  to 
mention  many  other  true  men  and  honest  anglers, 
with  whom  the  old  exile  bas  smoked  the  pipe  of 
peace  in  our  club-room,  among  the  giant  fish  tbat 
adorn  its  walls,  or  beside  rippling  streams. 
(Applause.)  Again,  though  a  fisher  of  a  rough 
.sort  for  nearly  half  a  ceutury,  and  an  angling- 
correspondent  of  the  Field  for  over  thirty  years, 
I  may  say  tbat,  being  a  north-countryman,  I  bad, 
tintil  I  joined  our  club,  never  thrown  a  dry  fly 
unless  by  accident.  But  I  have  had  the  inestim- 
able privilege  of  lessons  in  that  most  elegant 
branch  of  the  fly  fishers'  craft  from  such  past 
masters  as  our  retiring  President  and  our  retired 
honorary  secretary,  thanks  to  which,  though  my 
opportunities  of  practice  are  "like  angels'  visits, 
short  and  far  between,"  I  can  now  chuck  the  fly 
out  a  few  yards,  and  persuade  it  to  float  with  tbe 
aid  of  plenty  of  paraffin,  tbougb  sometimes  side- 
ways (laugbtei-)  and  sometimes  a  trout  takes  hold 
or  a  grayling  gently  grabs  it,  and  doesn't  manage 
to  spit  it  out  quick  enough  ;  and  then  tbe  band 
plays,  a  string  band,  and  as  the  elderly  gentle- 
man in  small  clothes  and  grey  worsted  stockings 
said  to  Mrs.  Nickleby,  "  all  is  gas  and  gaiters." 
(Loud  laughter.)  And  salmon — what  a  pity,  by 
the  way,  that  in  these  days  of  higher  education, 
salmon  cannot  be  educated  up  to  taking  a 
dry  fly — I  had  never  caught  the  king  of  the 
river  before  I  joined  tbe  club  in  1885,  and  that 
year  I  had  my  never-to-be-forgotten  first  salmon 
and  several  more,  and  since  then  I  have  been 
among  them  occasionally.  I  got  thirteen  once 
in  two  very  short  days.  True,  they  were  "just 
grilse,  bedad  "  ;  but,  on  a  14ft.  rod,  fine  cast  and 
small  fly,  it  was  grand  sport,  and  I  owed  tbat 
priceless  boon  to  an  introduction  from  a  gallant 
member  of  our  club — Hi  Regan.  I  hope  my  ex- 
perience may  help  to  decide  many  of  our  visitors 
to  join  our  ranks.  When  I  moved  last  year  from 
tbe  shores  of  the  Meditei-ranean  to  tbe  brink  of 
the  Channel,  the  one  consideration  was  that  I 
should  be  nearer  to  a  certain  cosy  club- room  on  tbe 
banks  of  the  Thames  ;  another  was,  that  there  are 
some  trout-streams  in  my  district,  though  very 
poor  ones,  I  fear,  and  a  rise  of  veritable  Mayfly. 
And  now,  being  quite  exhausted  by  this  unwonted 
effort,  I  will  crave  permission  to,  as  far  as  any 
more  speech-making  goes,  leave  it  to  the  company. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  PiNGO  HoRTON  said :  Gentlemen,  it  is 
the  custom  at  these  annual  dinners,  after  the  toast 
of  the  club  has  been  proposed  and  duly  honoured, 
to  give  the  next  place  on  our  programme  to  tbe 
toast  of  "  our  guests."  I  think  that  is  a  happy 
custom,  because  we  fully  recognise  bow  much 
their  company  and  good  fellowship  adds  to  our 
enjoyment  on  this  occasion.  (Hear  bear.)  If  any 
authority  were  needed  for  such  a  proposition  I 
need  only  quote  that  wholesome  old  adage  of 
Izaak  Walton's,  "It  is  the  company  and  not 
tbe  charge  which  makes  the  feast."  (Hear,  hear.) 
It  is  therefore  my  pleasing  duty  to  give  you  the 
toast,  and  offer  on  behalf  of  our  members  a 
cordial  welcome  to  our  guests,  and  to  say  how 
pleased  we  are  to  see  them  here  to-night.  After 
a  pleasant  day  by  tbe  river  side,  there  are  few 
things,  few  occupations  more  soothing  to  the  tired 
mind  than  to  dally  over  some  favourite  book  deal- 
ing with  the  experiences  of  other  anglers,  and  with 
the  pleasure  and  advantage  of  fly  fishing.  Gentle- 
men, I  say  advantage,  because,  as  a  late  lamented 
county  member  used  to  observe,  a  very  small 
trout  can  bring  a  man  to  his  proper  level. 
And,  gentlemen,  the  two  guests  whose  names  I 
am  asked  to  associate  with  the  toast  to-night  have 
certainly  contributed  to  this  source  of  entertain- 


ment. They  have  both  made  welcome  additions 
to  our  angling  literature.  Mr.  Thomas  some 
twenty-five  jeai-s  ago  beguiled  the  tedium  of 
professional  routine  by  giving  us  a  book  called 
"  The  Rod  in  India."  This  book  deals,  not 
merely  with  fishing,  but  with  the  entire  history 
of  many  of  the  different  kinds  of  fish  to  be  found 
in  the  Indian  Empire;  and  the  fact  that  it  bas 
lately  reached  its  third  addition — a  thing  I  venture 
to  say  somewhat  unusual  in  literature  of  this  class 
— is,  I  take  it,  the  sm-est  sign  of  its  worth  and 
popularity.  It  will  interest  you  to  know  that  Mr. 
Thomas  bas  a  long  chapter  on  fly  fishing,  and 
you  will  also  see  the  interest  taken  in  tbe  intro- 
duction of  English  trout  into  tbe  hill  streams  of 
Southern  India.  Of  Mr.  Dewar's  book  I  need  say 
little,  because  it  has  been  published  within  the 
last  twelve  months,  and  probably  most  of  you 
have  it  and  can  form  your  own  judgment  iipon  it. 
I  need  only  add  that  it  has  obtained  the  hall  mark 
of  its  quality  in  the  preface  contributed  to  it  by 
our  Chairman  here  to-night.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Happy  as  Mr.  Dewar  is  with  bis  pen,  whether  on 
angling  or  far  different  topics,  I  think  he  is 
probably  even  happier  when  wielding  bis  10ft.  rod 
by  the  riverside.  I  have  not  had  much  opportunity 
of  seeing  Mr.  Dewar  fish,  but  I  believe  I  saw  him 
last  season  pitting  bis  skill  against  a  Test  ti-oiit, 
and  although  I  did  not  see  him  land  anything,  I 
certainly  can  say  this,  that  for  some  time  after- 
wards "  two  pounders  "  in  that  part  of  tbe  river 
were  as  scarce  as  milestones  on  a  road.  (Laugh- 
ter.) We  have  among  our  guests  to-night 
notable  anglers  in  foreign  waters,  which  re- 
minds me  that  our  favourite  sport  is  not  con- 
fined to  this  country.  Gentlemen,  whenever 
you  find  water  now  in  any  part  of  the  globe, 
you  are  pretty  sure  to  find  the  British  angler 
who  is  fishing  there,  or,  at  any  rate,  says  be  is. 
(Laugbter.)  It  would  not  be  surprising  to  read 
in  the  morning  press  that  a  serious  armed  con- 
flict between  British  and  French  troops  bad 
taken  place  over  that  fertile  source  of  irritation, 
the  water  rights  in  the  river  Niger — (laughter) 
— and  I  would  have  liked  if  Mr.  Senior  had 
been  here  to  suggest  to  him  whether 
the  time  had  not  arrived  for  him  to 
induce  some  celestial  to  contribute  occasional 
notes  on  Chinese  rivers,  which  at  present  are 
closed,  but  which  we  hope  soon  to  see  thrown 
open.  (Laughter.)  I  have  pretty  well  come  to 
the  end  of  my  task,  and  I  think  it  time  I  reeled 
up.  I  will  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that  all  our 
guests  are  most  cordially  welcome,  and  I  wish 
them  even  a  greater  pleasure  than  the  pleasure  we, 
as  members,  have  enjoyed  this  night.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  H.  S.  THOMA.S  (author  of  "The  Rod  in 
India  ")  said  :  My  Lord,  Mr.  Vice- Chairman,  and 
brothers  of  the  angle,  and  gentlemen  of  the  club 
who  have  welcomed  us  visitors  here  to-night,  and 
provided  for  us  such  a  sumptuous  repast,  and  such 
a  genial  flow  of  soul  that  the  hearts  of  all  your 
visitors  go  out  to  thank  you.  I  am  very  conscious 
of  tbe  great  honour  you  have  done  me  in  asking 
me  to  return  thanks  for  your  visitors,  and  equally 
conscious  of  my  incapacity  to  do  justice  to  tbe 
subject,  but  there  is  a  gentlemau  coming  after- 
wards who  will  set  that  all  right.  In  the 
meantime  all  I  can  do  on  behalf  of  the  visitors  is 
to  cordially  thank  you  for  giving  iis  so  bearrty  a 
welcome.  And  now,  gentlemen,  if,  in  obedience 
to  the  command  of  the  Vice-chairman,  I  pre- 
sume to  tell  you  anything  about  Indian  fishing, 
I  look  round  the  table  first  to  see  if  there 
is  a  single  soul  here  who  is  going  to  believe  a 
single  word  I  am  going  to  say.  (Laughter.)  I  have 
before  my  eyes  the  story  of  tbe  gentlemen  fi-om 
India  who  were  telling  stories  over  the  walnuts 
and  the  wine.  They  were  ordinary  stories  with- 
out any  colouring,  but  they  were  taken  with 
obvious  incredulity  by  the  English  audience,  and 
so  he  turned  round  to  a  brother  Indian,  and  asked 
him  to  support  him,  but  his  friend  only  returned 
an  incredulous  shrug  of  tbe  shoulders.  After 
dinner  he  asked  his  friend  why  he  did  not  support 
him,  and  he  replied,  "My  dear  fellow,  of  course  I 
knew  that  evei-ytbing  you  said  was  perfectly  true 
and  quite  ordinary,  but  I  saw  every  fellow  at  the 
table  took  yon  for  a  liar,  and  I  did  not  see  why 
they  should  take  me  for  one  too."  (Laughter.)  I 
do  not  know  what  uiy  fate  will  be,  but  I  will  say 
what  I  have  to  say,  whether  you  believe  me  or 
not.  I  believe  you  all  know  there  is  sucb  a 
fish  as  the  mahseer,  tbe  largest  fish  in  the 
Eastern  clime,   which   is  found  even   in  tbe 


waters  of  China — the  water  we  are  gcing  to 
fish  in  soon— (laughter.)  You  will  be  glad  in  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  to  know  that  he  does  take  fly, 
although  tbe  fly  is  not  the  usual  lure.  I  have  a 
letter  from  a  friend  in  India,  however,  who  says, 
"  these  little  ones  of  71b.  or  81b,  take  tbe  fly 
beautifully."  These  little  fish  of  71b.  or  «lb.  are 
not  to  be  despised,  because  the  mahseer  makes 
his  first  rush  a  grand  rush,  and  there  is  always 
the  danger  of  being  broken  in  tbe  first  rush.  So 
grand  is  the  rush  that  if  the  fish  only  goes  51b.  in 
weight  you  cannot  tell  at  first  whether  it  is  51b.  or 
501b.  Ofi:  he  goes  like  a  steam-engine,  and  it  is  by 
the  duration  of  the  rush  only  that  you  can  make 
some  estimate  as  to  the  weight.  You  fish 
for  them  as  for  salmon,  but  if  you  are  higher 
up  the  stream,  wbicb  runs  quite  as  small 
as  a  Scotch  burn  or  English  trout  stream,  there 
they  are  as  small  as  trout,  and  there  you  fish  for 
them,  as  you  would  for  trout,  with  a  little 
single-handed  troiat  rod  and  smallest  fly.  A 
gentleman  fishing  there  took  out  thirty-one  fish, 
equal  to  24.5lb.,  the  biggest  being  21b. ;  so  you  see, 
they  averaged  ^Ib.  But  if  you  go  lower  down, 
these  streams,  where  they  become  mighty  rivers, 
running  20ft.  deep  and  half  a  mile  across,  there 
you  get  big  fish.  I  was  coming  down  the  river 
in  a  little  basket  boat,  which  barely  held  two — my 
boatman  and  myself.  The  river  was  split  in  two 
by  a  big  boulder.  We  were  gliding  down  this 
rapid,  and  I  was  trying  to  sit  quiet.  But  what 
fisherman  can  sit  quiet  in  a  tempting  place,  and  I 
could  not  resist  dropping  the  line  in.  It  went  out 
at  a  great  pace,  and  I  called  the  boatmen  to  go 
into  still  water.  Well,  my  boatman,  as  I  call  bim, 
was  a  little  lad,  whom  I  could  dangle  in  my  arms; 
but  he  answered  to  my  bidding,  and  got  the 
boat  into  stiller  water.  But,  stretching  out  to 
get  hold  of  the  i-cck  he  overreached  bimsel£ 
and  over  he  went  and  disappeared.  Of  course  the 
boat  tilted  up  and  I  went  over  the  other  side,  my 
legs  in  the  air.  Well,  in  these  sorts  of  moments 
a  whole  three  volume  novel  flashes  through  one's 
mind.  However,  I  managed  to  hold  on  to  the 
boat,  and  then  up  came  a  little  apparition — a 
little  cocoanut  head.  It;  was  the  little  boat- 
man, and  he  took  hold  of  my  arm  and  said,  "  My 
lord,  if  I  had  not  caught  you,  you  woidd  have 
gone."  (Laughter.)  It  was  not  the  time  for 
talking,  but  I  just  looked  at  him  and  drew  up  a 
long  drawn  ijo  ii  !  and  the  little  beggar  did  nothing 
but  turn  tbe  boat  over.  (Laughter.)  Well,  we 
managed  to  get  into  the  boat  again,  and 
when  we  got  out  of  danger  I  burst  out  laughing, 
and  when  we  got  back  to  the  camp  I  amused 
the  other  fellows  at  breakfast  with  the  tale, 
"My  lord,  if  I  had  not  caught  you,  you 
would  have  gone."  (Laughter.)  And  one  of  my 
friends,  a  fisherman,  said,  if  he  had  gone  out  alone 
he  would  have  beaten  tbat  story — (laugbter) — and 
then  he  told  of  a  little  fellow  he  had — a  Carder, 
or  hill  tribesman  of  the  Elephant  Hill.  Well,  he 
asked  the  Carder  tbe  size  of  the  mahseer  in 
the  Himalayas,  and  some  of  them,  he  said,  were 
as  big  as  elephants.  (Laughter.)  My  friend 
smiled,  whereat  the  Carder  was  indignant,  and  he 
said,  "Have  you  been  there?"  "No,"  was  the 
reply.  Then  the  Carder  saw  h^  was  safe  as  to 
his  ground,  and  he  said,  "  Some  are  so  big  that 
they  swallow  the  elephants.  (Laughter.)  I 
believe  you  are  looking  forward  to  a  very  interest- 
ing lecture  from  Mr.  Marston,  in  which  be  is 
going  to  give  you  life-size  lantern  slides  of  fish 
and  scenes  and  so  forth,  and  perhaps  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  if  he  could  introduce  a  slide  of  the  . 
identical  Carder  watching  the  identical  mahseer 
swallowing  tbat  identical  elephant.  (Loud 
laugbter.)  A  gentlemau  told  me  that  a  few 
years  ago  be  and  a  friend  were  fishing,  and 
he  caught  one  401b.  and  another  291b..  and 
bis  friend  caught  one  331b.  and  another  351b. 
in  the  afternoon,  and'  be  said  I  think  they  are 
born  201b.  here.  (Laughter.)  Tbat  is  a  place 
which  was  much  frequented  by  anglers,  but 
during  the  late  famine  it  became  dried  up ;  but 
they  found  another  place  wbicb  had  not  been, 
visited  before,  and  they  took  it  up  and  preserved  it, 
and  one,  of  the  rules  was  tbat  every  fish  under 
81b.  was  to  be  returned  to  the  water.  (Laugbtei-.) 
That,  gentlemen  is  on  the  car<^s.  (Laughter.) 
We  have  a  fi-sh  there,  the  Cain-itic  carp;  he  goes 
251b.,  and  if  you  have  a  light  rod  it  is  no  mean 
t-port  at  all.  There  is  another  fish  we  call 
Barilius  bold,  an  Indian  trout,  but  it  is 
not  a  trout '  at  ■  all.    (Laughter.)    They  swim 
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in  shoals,  and  it  is  not  at  all  unusual  to  make 
wrand  bags  of  this  fish.  The  Chilwa  is  a  little 
fish,  something  like  the  English  bleak.  My  friend 
writes  me  that  he  had  a  friendly  contest  with 
another  friend  as  to  who  could  catch  most  in  a 
given  time,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  his  friend 
caught  140,  and  he  beat  him  by  twenty-two,  and 
he  said  the  diSiculty  was  to  get  them  off  the 
hook  and  not  to  get  them  on.  (Laughter.)  I 
hope  that  Mr.  Mai-ston  is  not  a  revengeful  fellow, 
and  that  if  he  gives  this  picture  of  the  mahseer 
swallowing  the  elephant  he  will  not  introduce  me 
as  the  picture  for  the  Carder.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  G.  A.  B.  Dewak  (author  of  the  "  Book  on 
Dry  Fly ")  said : — My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
I  have  been  asked  to  help  return  thanks  for  the 
visitors  for  this  excellent  evening  rise.  I  feel 
rather  like  a  shy  trout  tempted  by  one  of  Mr. 
Halford's  matchless  flie?,  played  by  the  rod  of 
Mr.  Marston,  tapped  on  the  head  and  placed  in  a 
handful  of  nettles  at  the  bottom  of  the  creel  by 
"  Red  Spinner."  I  had  no  idea  that  I  shoiild  take 
any  but  a  gastronomic  part  in  these  pleasant  pro- 
ceedings until  I  saw  in  the  Field  that  I  was  a 
promised  speaker.  I  have  asked  myself  "  why  have 
I  been  chosen  to  reply  to  this  toast  ?  "  At  first  I 
thought  I  must  have  a  foe  in  the  club,  who,  dis- 
gusted at  some  notorious  fish  story  of  mine,  and, 
mindful  of  Job's  wish,  "  Oh  that  mine  adversary 
had  written  a  book,"  had  resolved  to  expose  me. 
(Laughter.)  Or  was  it  because  someone  knew  of 
my  connection  in  a  journalistic  capacity  with 
the  House  of  Commons,  where  angling  is  so 
largely  carried  on — angling,  I  mean,  for  votes  ? 
(Laughter.)  On  the  whole,  I  think  I  have  been 
invited  on  the  strength  of  the  great  truth  about 
wisdom  coming  from  babes  and  sucklings.  I  am 
a  babe  and  a  suckling.  1  have  been  suckled  on 
olive  duns.  My  soothing  syrup  has  been  Mr. 
Marston's  extract  of  scentless  paraffin,  and  my 
darling  nurse  has  been  Mr.  Fred.  Pigou.  (Loud 
laughter.)  The  little  I  know  of  angling  I  know 
from  Mr.  Pigou.  The  little  he  doesn't  know 
of  angling  is  scarcely  worth  knowing.  (Hear, 
hear.)  I  wish  he  would  tell  you  about  his 
adventure  with  the  seven-pounder.  Gentlemen,  I 
cordially  thank  you  again  on  behalf  of  the 
\'isitors,  but  pray  don't  put  me  on  the  hook  again. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  F.  Pioiou. — Gentlemen,  I  have  been  most 
unexpectedly  asked  to  get  on  my  legs  at  this  late 
period  of  the  evening.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
is  to  conect  an  impression  that  is  not  altogether 
unknown  to  exist  at  parties  of  fishermen,  that 
they  exaggerate.  (Laughter.)  My  friend  Mr. 
Dewar  has  been  good  enough  to  mention  my  name 
in  connection  with  a  fish ;  it  is  not  altogether 
imaginary;  in  fact,  I  do  not  think  he  gained  more 
than  lib.  in  the  evening.  (Laughter.)  Six  and  a 
quarter  pounds  was  the  size  of  the  fish,  and  it 
was  stated  to  be  71b.  (Laughter.)  There  was 
another  little  one  of  |lb.  in  the  basket,  and  it  may 
be  that  got  mixed  up  with  it.  (Laughter.)  We 
are  neai'ly  all  fishermen  here,  and  we  know  how 
very  much  we  think  of  o\ir  sport  and  how 
the  weights  of  the  fish  we  catch  vary. 
I  do  not  say  they  always  grow  ;  sometimes 
they  grow  smaller  —  that  is  when  we  are 
despondent.  (Laughter.)  Years  ago,  when  I 
was  a  small  boy,  the  first  three  fish  I  caught 
were  from  a  small  pond  near  Rugby.  I  had 
them  in  a  bottle.  I  did  not  know  what  they 
were,  and  believe  I  caught  them  with  a  pin. 
(Laughter.)  I  applied  to  the  only  fisherman  who 
came  my  way,  who  was  a  porter  at  the  railway. 
He  said,  "  You  have  done  very  well — you  have  got 
a  salmon,  a  mackerel,  and  a  sprat.  (Laughter.) 
I  assure  you  I  believed  that  for  many  years.  I 
became  a  salmon  fisher  from  the  first,  and  I  hope 
I  shall  remain  a  salmon  fisher  to  the  end. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  proposed  the  "  Chairman,"  and 
said  :  Really,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  evening,  I  am 
entitled  to  use  the  immortal  words  of  the  immortal 
Mark  Twain,  "  Shakespeare  is  no  more ;  Milton 
is  dead;  and  I  am  not  feeling  well  myself." 
(Laughter.)  But  I  was  asked  to  act  as  substitute, 
and  I  must  do  my  duty.  I  am  the  man  who 
has  been  lent  a  rod,  and  I  am  asked  to  make  a 
cast  for  the  lender.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  am  here  for 
my  dear  old  friend  Mr.  Senior.  I  was  by  his  sick 
bed  this  afternoon,  and  his  last  words  were :  "The 
club  have  done  me  the  honour  to  elect  me  their 
president  this  year,  and  assure  them  from  me  that 
no  slight  thing  keeps  me  away."  (Hear,  hear.) 
I  am  sure  we  are  all  sorry  he  is  not  here.  (Hear, 


hear.)  What  I  have  to  do  is  to  ask  you  to  drink 
the  health  of  the  Chairman.  (Applause.)  I  had  not 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  our  Chairman  before  to- 
night, but  I  must  say  he  has  endeared  himself  to  me 
by  his  remarks  about  steam  launches  (Laughter.) 
I  live  on  the  banks  of  the  Thauies.and  I  know  what 
a  steam  launch  is.  I  say  they  are  the  greatest 
nuisances  that  have  ever  been  created  as  far  as 
the  Thames  Valley  is  concerned.  They  certainly 
have  their  uses,  for  my  boathouse  is  half  a  mile 
up  a  creek,  and  when  I  am  too  lazy  to  pole  up  I 
wait  till  a  launch  goes  by,  and  then  ride  up  on  the 
wave  it  causes  until  I  reach  the  boathouse,  when 
I  anchor  until  the  water  has  subsided.  (Laugh- 
ter.)  I  hope  I  shall  commend  myself  to  you  by 
telling  you  I  once  was  the  means  of  getting  a 
steam  launch  owner  fined  £10.  (Laughter,  i  As 
regards  salmon  in  the  Thames,  I  do  not  think  that 
chemical  analysis  is  much  good.  What  you  want 
is  to  put  some  Thames  water  into  an  aquarium, 
and  see  how  the  young  salmon  will  live  in  it.  1  do 
not  think  oxygen  has  much  to  do  with  it  if  we 
have  this  fact  before  us.  Smelts  have  been  got 
recently  as  far  as  Teddington,  and  if  a  delicate 
fish  like  that  lives  in  the  dirty  Thames  1  think 
salmon  would  do  the  same.  With  regard  to  the 
water  in  the  Thames,  I  have  had  experience  of  the 
floods,  and  having  to  lend  my  punt  to  take  food 
to  the  inhabitants,  and  I  do  not  think  some  of 
ns  will  complain  about  the  want  of  water.  This 
question  of  water  is  a  serious  question,  and  I 
commend  my  own  opinion  particularly  to  the 
attention  of  the  Chairman.  My  own  opinion  is 
that  the  shortness  of  water  is  owing  to  the  sixcccss 
of  the  temperance  movement  in  England,  and  1  am 
confident  that  anglers  have  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  it.  (Laughter.)  I  am  bound  in  this  toast 
to  be  somewhat  personal.  I  do  not  wish  to  make 
comparisons,  but  we  have  never  had  a  better 
chairman  than  to  night.  (Applause.)  When  I 
found  I  had  to  propose  his  health  I  made  my- 
self acquainted  in  an  interview,  when  he  said: 
"  I  am  fond  of  shooting,  and  I  am  fond  of  fishing, 
but  I  put  fishing  in  the  first  place."  (Applause.) 
It  is  almost  needless  for  me  to  remark  that  our 
chairman  is  a  fly  fisher  of  the  very  first  class,  and 
it  may  commend  him  to  some  if  I  say  he  is  a  dry 
fly  fisher.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  is  also  a  graceful 
writer  on  angling,  and  we  look  with  great  expec- 
tation to  the  book  he-  has  promised  very  shortly 
on  the  subject  of  trout  fishing.  I  ask  you  to 
drink  the  health  of  the  Chairman  with  three 
times  three. 

The  toast  was  diunk  with  musical  honours. 

The  Chairman,  in  reply,  said :  I  can  only 
thank  you  very  heartily  for  the  manner  in  which 
you  have  i-eceived  me  to-night,  and  the  way  in 
which  my  health  has  been  drunk.  It  has  given 
me  much  pleasure  to  come  here  to  meet  my 
brothers  of  the  angle.  It  is  an  old  phrase,  but 
one  which  befits  this  occasion  most  thoroughly. 
I  assure  you  that  I  yield  to  no  one  in  my  devotion 
to  that  art  of  which  we  are  all  so  fond.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

The  musical  programme,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Henry  Cribb,  of  the  Ai-iel  Vocal  Quartette, 
was  well  carried  out,  and  gave  great  satisfaction. 

The  artistes  were  :  Miss  Bessie  Grant,  whose 
fine  singing  was  much  appreciated;  the  Ariel 
Vocal  Quartette  (Messrs.  Henry  Cribb,  W.  A. 
Hamilton,  Horace  Ward,  and  Holden  Walker) ; 
musical  sketch,  Mr.  Tom  Clare  ;  humorous  duet 
and  songs,  Messrs.  W.  A.  Hamilton  and  Holden 
Walker ;  humorous  sketch,  Mr.  Harry  Hudson ; 
accompanist,  Mr.  Tom  Clare. 


SHRIMPS  AND  PRAWNS. 


In  the  course  of  the  correspondence  which  has 
lately  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  to  the 
use  of  shrimps  as  bait  for  trout,  the  proper  kind 
of  shrimp  to  use,  and  where  to  find  him,  state- 
ments have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  shrimp 
which  are,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  misleading  and 
inaccurate.  One  gentleman,  for  instance,  describes 
the  Gravesend  shrimp,  "  which  boils  pink,"  as  the 
true  shrimp,  and  suggests  that  the  brown  so-called 
shrimp  is  only  an  accepted  substitute. 

My  acquaintance  with  freshwater  fishing  is  so 
elementary  that  I  am  unable  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  either  on  the  relative  values  of  the  pink 
or  brown  shrimp  for  the  pm-pose  suggested,  or, 
for  that  matter,  as  to  whether  it  is  <iuite  sports- 
manlike to  use  either.    Indeed,  it  is  not  within 


the  scope  of  this  article  to  do  so.  I  merely  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  shrimp  generally  and 
the  true  Leigh  shrimp,  which  boils  brown,  in 
particular. 

The  familiar  shrimp,  or  what  we  call  shrimp,  is 
of  two  classes— the  brown  and  the  pink.  The 
first  named,  known  also  as  the  "  sand  raiser, ' 
from  his  curious  habit  of  burying  himself  in  the 
sand,  is,  like  everything  else  that  swims,  of  infinite 
interest.  This  little  creature  boils  brown ;  he  is 
known  to  naturalists  as  CruiKjoii  vulgaris,  and  is 
to  be  found  all  round  our  coasts.  His  beak  is 
quite  short  and  smooth.  When  alive  he  is  trans- 
parent, or  semi-transparent ;  and  by  a  provision 
of  Nature  for  his  protection  he  wears  a  tint  so 
exactly  harmonising  with  the  sand,  that  when  at 
rest  on  the  bottom  it  wants  very  sharp  eyes  to 
detect  him.  Like  Artemus  Ward's  kangaroo,  he 
is  '  a  merry  little  cuss,"  and  darts  hither  and 
thither  in  pursuit  of  his  prey  with  lightning 
speed.  This  is  what  was  known  commercially  as 
the  Gravesend  shrimp ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  is  only  a  name.  The  best  shrimps  in  the  world 
come  from  Leigh,  and  this  I  attribute  not  to  any 
inherent  superiority  in  the  shrimps  themselves, 
but  to  the  fact  that  for  some  reason  or  other  the 
Leigh  fishermen  possess  a  secret  for  cooking 
them  with  which  others  are  not  acquainted.  I 
have  seen  this  cooking  process  repeatedly, 
and  it  looks  as  easy  an  operation  as  can 
be,  but  I  am  assured  it  takes  a  long  time 
to  acquire  the  skill  and  experience  necessary 
to  cook  the  shrimp  so  that  he  comes  to  table 
crisp,  juicy,  not  too  salt,  and  with  the  proper 
flavour.  "We'll  give  the  Butchers  best  at 
mussels,  sir,"  said  an  old  fisherman  to  me 
recently,  "  but  as  for  shrimps,  pooh  !  Why  they 
can't  even  cook  'em."  And  that  this  is  ti-ue  may 
be  proved  by  anyone  who  will  taste  a  Leigh 
shrimp  and  a  "  Butcher"  together.  The  patriotic 
and  popular  M.P.  for  this  division.  Major  F.  C. 
Rasch,  once  tried  to  prevent  Dutch  and  other 
foreign  shrimps  being  sold  in  England  unless 
their  country  of  origin  was  clearly  stated ;  but  1 
fear  the  gallant  Major's  efforts  have  proved 
abortive,  as  I  have  never  seen  shrimps  labelled  as 
foreign  produce. 

If  I  may  be  excused  an  Hibernicism,  the 
"  pink  "  shrimp  is  not  a  shrimp  at  all,  but  the 
ring  horned  prawn  {Pandalu^  >innulkornis),  and 
although  found  occasionally  amongst  the  brown 
Leigh  shrimp.y  taken  in  the  estuary  of  the 
Thames,  his  proper  home  is  in  the  sea.  One  of 
the  principal  sources  of  the  London  supply  is 
Harwich,  whither  some  of  our  Leigh  "  bawleys '' 
go  in  the  season  to  catch  him.  This  I  should 
imagine  is  the  "  shrimp "  your  con-esioondent 
recommends  as  trout  bait ;  hwi  they  are  very 
difficult  to  get  just  now,  their  season  being  the 
summer,  while  the  brown  shrimp  is  in  season  all 
the  year  round,  although  at  this  time  of  the  year 
they  are  not  so  plentiful  as  in  the  summer.  This 
"  pink  "  shrimp  is  mostly  fished  for  in  deep  water. 
His  beak  is  very  strong  and  serrated  along  the 
top  edge,  the  spines  or  teeth  being  jointed  to  it  so 
that  they  can  be  slightly  moved  by  pressure. 

For  about  a  fortnight  during  the  month  of 
May  in  each  year  the  "  pink  "  shrimp  is  found  in 
the  Upper  and  Lower  Gut,  between  the  Mucking 
and  Chapman  Lights ;  but  he  is  known  in  the 
trade  as  the  "red,"  never  as  the  "Gravesend" 
shrimp. 

Now  as  to  methods  of  captui-e.  In  many  places 
the  shrimps  are  taken  in  wide  mouthed  purse-like 
nets  set  crosswise  upon  a  pole.  The  shrimper, 
with  whose  appearance  everyone  must  be  familiar, 
wades  into  the  water,  pushes  his  net  before  him, 
and  captures  the  shrimps  as  they  dart  along  the 
sand  with  the  incoming  tide.  N.B. — He  also 
captures  other  things,  and  it  will  well  repay  any- 
one interested  in  the  sea  to  get  the  fisherman  to 
aUow  him  to  examine  his  catch.  It  often  contains 
cui'ious  and  interesting  specimens  of  marine  life. 
This,  of  coui'se,  is  a  retail  way  of  doing  business. 
For  the  markets  the  shrimps  and  prawns  are 
caught  in  a  trawl  net,  similar  in  all  respects,  save 
that  of  size,  to  those  used  on  the  North  Sea  and 
elsewhere.  The  boats  employed  are  known  as 
"  boilers,"  popularly  conupted  to  "  bawleys." 
They  are  splendid  sea  boats,  and  the  men  who 
man  them  are  a  fine  hardy  race  of  fishermen. 

Shrimping  is  evidently  one  of  the  most  healthy 
occupations  in  the  world,  as  some  of  the  oldest 
men  are  as  tough  as  could  be  found.  Only 
recently  1  pulled  back   three  miles  against  a 
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strong  wind  and  tide  with  an  old  man  over 
seventy-nine  years  of  age,  or,  as  lie  expressed  it, 
he  was  in  "  his  eighty,"  and  the  old  wai'rior  fairly 
rowed  me  down,  although  I  am  not  half  his  age. 
And  he  is  a  fair  sample  of  these  hardy  men. 

When  the  nets  are  emptied  on  to  the  deck  their 
contents  are  carefully  sorted  over,  the  fire  is 
lighted  under  the  copper,  and  the  shrimps  are 
boiled  for  a  certain  time  in  sea  water  with  which 
some  condiments  are  mixed.  What  the  exact 
recipe  is  I  cannot  disclose,  for  the  best  of  all 
possible  reasons  I  do  not  know.  The  shrimps  are 
then  packed  in  baskets,  and,  as  soon  as  the  bawley 
is  at  anchor,  taken  ashore  in  the  dinghy  and 
despatched  to  market.  The  sorting  process  is  not 
quite  free  from  danger,  as  amongst  the  catch  is 
frequently  found  those  abominations  the  weevers, 
greater  and  lesser  (Traclmiiis  draco  and  T.  vijoem). 
The  former  is  somewhat  uncommon,  but  there 
have  been  more  taken  during  the  past  year  than 
the  oldest  fisherman  can  ever  remember.  A  prick 
from  the  spine  on  the  gill  cover  or '  the  dorsal  fin 
of  one  of  these  brutes  is  a  very  serious  matter,  as 
the  spines  are  covered  with  a  poisonous  mucus, 
the  exact  composition  of  which  is,  I  believe, 
unknown,  l  )ut  it  causes  an  exceedingly  dangerous 
and  painful  wound.  One  of  the  Leigh  shrimpers 
pricked  last  year  was  incapacitated  for  four  or 
five  months,  and  I  have  known  even  worse  cases 
than  his.  The  weever  is  good  eating,  but  is  less 
thought  of  now  than  he  used  to  be. 

There  are  other  kinds  of  shrimps  and  prawns 
than  those  above  referred  to,  but  they  are  little 
known.  The  best  is  the  deep  sea  prawn.  It  is 
not  common  on  the  eastern  coast,  but  I  have  seen 
large  numbers  caught  in  a  trawl  net  in  the  Irish 
Sea  when  fishing  in  seventy  or  eighty  fathoms  of 
water.  They  are  delicious  eating  when  freshly 
caught  and  cooked,  but  they  will  not  keep.  This, 
perhaps,  is  the  reason  we  cannot  get  them  in 
London.  But  I  am  convinced  that  if  some  means 
could  be  found  to  deliver  them  fresh,  a  ready 
market  would  be  found  in  the  metropolis  for 
them.  They  are,  I  believe,  known  also  as  Dublin 
Bay  prawns,  and  are  of  large  size,  Tin.  or  Sin.  in 
length  sometimes.* 

Why  has  the  shrimp  declined  in  popular 
favour?  Probably  because  it  is  difficult  to  eat 
him  gracefully ;  to  skin  the  shrimp  and  eat  him 
from  the  fingers  and  do  it  nicely  is  as  difficult  as 
to  eat  asparagus  without  cutting  up. 

Whatever  the  value  of  the  shrimp  may  be  as 
bait  for  freshwater  angling,  for  sea  fishing  he  is 
one  of  the  best  lures  for  smaller  sea  fish. 
"  Nemo,"  in  an  excellent  paper  recently  published 
in  the  Fiahing  Gazette,  described  the  proper  way 
to  use  him  when  dead.  Alive,  with  a  small  hook 
thi-ough  his  tail  and  allowed  to  wriggle,  he  is 
deadly  for  flat  fish  and  many  others.  The  only 
drawback  to  the  use  of  the  shrimp  in  this  way  is 
that  it  is  in  many  places  difficult  to  obtain  a 
supply  of  live  shrimps ;  he  is  delicate,  and  will 
not  last  long,  and  requires  frequent  renewal  on  the 
hook.  Charles  Htjsset. 


NOTES  FROM 
KIRKBRIDE'S  NORTHERN  ANGLER, 
OR  FLY  FISHER'S  COMPANION.! 


"  Wben,  with  the  lively  ray,  the  potent  snn 

Has  pierc'd  the  stream,  and  rous'd  the  finny  race- 
Then,  issuing  cheerful,  to  the  sport  repair ; 
( 'hief  should  the  western  breezes  curling  play, 
And  hght  o'er  ether  bear  the  shadowy  clouds. 
High  to  their  fount  ."—Tli<,ii,.<nii. 

Although  on  our  rivers  in  the  north  an 
immense  variety  of  small  flies  make  their  appear- 
ance in  the  course  of  the  season,  yet  our  anglers 
are  content  with  three  or  four  sorts,  for  they  vary 
the  shades  as  the  season  advances.  As  it  is  my 
intention,  however,  to  make  the  present  work  as 
general,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as  practical  as 
possible,  I  shall  give  a  description  of  nearly  all 
the  flies  which  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making, 
and  I  shall  likewise  note  their  qualties,  good  or 
bad. 

*  Mr.  Husiey  kindly  sent  na  some  very  tine  specimens, 
one  12j  icches  in  length — the  finest  we  have  ever  seen. — 
Ed. 

t  Kirkbride  was  a  fishing  tackle  maker  and  pi-aotical 
angler.  His  book  is  based  on  Best's  work,  with  additions 
and  lu  provemeiits,  and  the  dres^^ings  of  flies  given  are  as 
a  rule  excellent — infinitely  better  than  many  of  the 
modern  stock  "  .-ihop  patterns.  ' — E.  B.  M. 


The  wrapt  hackle  flies  are  generally  most 
esteemed  in  this  part  of  the  country— they  are 
cei'tainly  well  calculated  for  rapid  streams — the 
texture  of  the  feathers  of  which  they  are  com- 
posed is  in  general  very  fine ;  they  fall  light  on 
the  water ;  by  some,  too,  they  are  supposed  to 
resemble  drowned  flies ;  besides,  the  hook  is  well 
concealed  by  the  hackle.  These  are  certainly 
excellent  qualities.  Winged  flies,  however, 
when  well  made,  are  infinitely  more  hand- 
some than  hackled  ones,  and  as  far  as 
my  own  experience  goes,  and  fi-om  what  I  can 
leam  from  the  most  expert  fishermen,  they  kill 
quite  as  well.  More,  indeed,  appears  to  depend 
on  the  colour  and  size  of  the  artificial  fly  than  on 
its  shape.  The  angler  ought,  therefore,  to  be  very 
careful  in  selecting  his  colours,  and  he  must  make 
due  allowance  for  the  changes  which  the  water  is 
likely  to  produce  on  them.  An  artificial  fly  ought 
in  general  to  be  a  shade  smaller  than  the  natural 
one ;  but  after  all,  with  regard  to  the  size  of  the 
artificial  fly,  much  depends  on  the  state  of  tlie 
river.  When  the  river  is  clear  your  flies  and 
tackle  must,  in  general,  be  fine ;  when  it  is  clearing 
off  or  black  they  ought  to  be  rougher  and  their 
colours  brighter.  Heavy  and  black  running  rivers 
require  flies  made  fuller  and  rougher  than  light, 
clear  streams. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  be  thoi-oughly 
acquainted  with  the  river ;  to  know  the  haunts  of 
the  trout  at  particular  seasons  of  the  year.  Early 
in  the  spring,  for  instance,  the  trout,  being  weak, 
are  never  found  in  strong  streams,  but  on  the 
contrary,  in  easy  running  water,  at  the  bottom  of 
a  stream,  or  on  the  flat,  gently  running  water  at 
the  head  of  a  stream.  A  small  brook  may  be 
fished  fi-om  the  banks,  but  in  large  rivers  like  the 
Eden,  the  Esk,  kc,  it  is  always  necessary  to  wade, 
and  the  fisherman  ought  to  be  i:»rovided  with  a 
landing  net. 

He  must  wade  cautiously  up  the  river,  and 
deliver  his  lure  well  up  the  stream — obliquely 
across  it — and  he  ought  to  cast  very  frequently, 
particularly  in  fishing  for  trout,  as  they  are  most 
apt  to  rise  at  the  fly  either  as  it  di'ops  on  the 
water  or  as  it  tui'ns  down  the  stream.  He  must 
be  particular  to  fish  that  side  of  the  stream  where 
the  wind  has  l>lown  off  the  feed,  or  natural  flies. 
When  the  sun  is  bright,  as  Sir  Humphrey  Davy 
justly  observes,  and  not  very  high,  the  angler 
ought  to  fish  with  his  face  towards  it,  to  prevent 
the  shadow  of  himself  and  rod  from  being  thrown 
upon  the  water. 

When  a  trout  rises  freely  at  the  fly,  it  generally 
gets  hooked,  although  the  angler  may  not  strike 
it ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  it  is  much  better  to 
strike  it  gently  immediately  on  its  turning  dovra- 
wards :  for,  being  a  hard-mouthed  fish,  a  gentle 
stroke  is  often  required  to  force  the  hook  into  its 
jaws.  The  hooks,  of  course,  with  regard  to  the 
quality  of  the  steel,  temper,  bend,  and  fineness  of 
point,  must  be  quite  unobjectionable.  In 
February  and  March  the  fish  will  rise  best  at  the 
fly  from  about  eleven  in  the  morning  till  about 
three  in  the  afternoon.  As  the  season  advances 
the  feed  comes  on  earlier,  and  continues  later; 
or,  rather,  it  comes  on  at  intervals  during  the 
whole  of  the  day. 

On  Ply  Making. 

"  To  frame  the  little  animal,  provide 
All  the  gay  hues  that  wait  on  female  pride  ; 
Let  Nature  guide  thee.    Sonetimes  golden  wire 
The  shining  bellies  of  the  fly  require. 
The  peacock's  plumes  thy  tackle  must  not  fail, 
Nor  the  dear  purchase  of  the  sabli's  tail ; 
Each  gaudy  bird  some  slender  tribute  brings, 
And  lends  the  growing  insect  proper  wings  : 
Silks  of  all  colours  must  their  aid  import, 
And  every  fur  promote  the  fisher's  a,it." — G(tij. 

I  shall  proceed  here  to  give  the  amateur  a 
description  of  fly  making.  He  ought,  first,  to 
select  a  few  materials,  such  as  black,  black  listed 
red,  fine  dark  and  light  ginger,  dark  grey,  yellow, 
and,  above  all,  fine  blea  or  ditn  hackles.  Hai-e's 
ear  or  face,  of  all  shades,  is  much  used  for  trout 
flies.  It  iu  aometimes  mixed  with  yellow  or 
olive  mohair,  blue  rabbit's  fur,  brown  squirrel's, 
and  water-rat's  fiir,  &c.  For  the  wings  of  your 
flies  take  feathers  from  the  woodcock,  jack  snipe, 
starling,  dotterel,  plover,  partridge,  teal  (drake), 
widgeon,  cock  and  hen  pheasant,  landrail, 
wren's  tail,  fieldfare,  &c.  The  fly  makers  use 
silk  of  the  finest  description  for  tying  his 
flies.  He  always  has  at  hand  floss  silks  of 
various  shades  and  colours,  fine  gold  thread  or 


wire,  gold  and  silver  plate,  pliers,  scissors,  ka. 
He  must  also  be  provided  with  a  small  quantity 
of  shoemaker's  wax.  I  prepare  my  own  wax, 
however,  by  boiling  a  little  pitch  and  rosin 
together,  in  a  small  iron  vessel,  on  a  slow  fire,  and 
tempering  it  with  a  very  little  tallow..  Wax  thus 
prepared  will  not  stick  to  the  fingers  like  shoe- 
maker's wax.  Gut  for  trout  flies  cannot  be  too 
fine  and  round.  It  may  be  stained  with  an 
infusion  of  tea  leaves,  coffee,  walmit  bark,  or  log- 
wood, and  a  very  small  quantity  of  copperas. 
This  is  accomplished  by  dipping  the  gut  in  hot 
water,  coloured  with  any  of  the  articles  specified 
above,  and  immediately  washing  it  with  a  little 
cold  water.  The  amateur  may  thus  give  to  his 
gilt  any  shade  of  colour  he  thinks  proper. 
(To  ie  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 


River  Reporters  ivho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  YisniKO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Ian",  London. 


Reports  MUST  arrive  not  later  than  SIX 
o'clock  poit'on  Thursday  Evening. 

Time  of  High  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

^30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (oo  min,  for  Kew. 

J'^^   "     1'   Putney.  .      )75  ,,     „  Richmond. 

•^""')45   „     ,,    Hammersmith,  ■^'^'*"}80   „     .,  Twickenham. 
(50   ,,     ,,    Barnes.  (S5    ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — It  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  BRU)aE. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  I'J    0.34    1.  6 

Sunday,        „  20   1.30    1.5:1 

Monday,       „  -'l   2.15    2  35 

Tuesday,       „   22    2  5-i    3.13 

Wednesday,  ,,  2  J    3.31    3.40 

Thursday,     „  24    4.  7   ;..  4.24 

Friday,         „  25    4  41    4.57 

Hl(SH  WATER  AT  AMBEELEY  AND  PtTLBOBOUGH, 

Morning.  Eveniufr. 

Saturday,  Feb.  19    1.14    1.4.'. 

Sunday,       ,,  20    2.I11    2 

Monday,        ,,   21    2.55    3.1-) 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulboroug'i  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Eema"bks. — There  is 
another  proof  of  the  mild  wioter  in  its  effects  on  the 
character  and  condition  of  the  fish,  and  this  time  in 
reference  to  the  dace.  It  is  repDrted  this  week  they  have 
commenced  making  their  shifts  in  an  upward  direction  for 
the  purpose  of  spawning,  and  this  necessarily  brings  with 
it  a  period  of  great  anxiety  to  those  engaged  in  the  work 
of  river  preservation.  But  I  am  not  afraid,  with  the 
experience  of  head  river  keeper  William  Douglas,  that  he 
will  fail  in  the  work  he  has  got  to  do.  The  great  mass  of 
fish  that  collect  themselves  together  under  the  weir  at 
Teddington  when  their  movements  comm?nce  has  been  a 
source  of  great  temptation  to  the  anglers,  and  some,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  in  years  gone  by,  have  been  guihy  of 
the  evil  of  snatotiing.  1  was  over  at  Twickenham 
on  Tuesday,  and  had  a  piscatorial  chat  with  Mr. 
John  Spong,  the  practical  host  of  the  Two  Sawyers, 
and  the  leading  fisherman  iu  _  the  tidal  portion 
of  the  river.  He  assured  me  of  the  immense  stock  of  fish 
there  was  iu  the  river,  and  said  it  was  a  grand  sight  at 
low  water,  "it  was  ahve  with  fish,"  and  one  of  the  old 
stock  of  Coxens,  who  was  then  present,  fully  confirmed 
his  statement.  1 1  is  a  great  thing  for  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  to  boast  about,  and  to  safely  chal- 
lenge any  ether  river  possessing  so  large  a  stock  nf 
fish,  and  that  more  particularly  in  relation  to  roach  and 
dace.  Mr.  Spong  told  me  he  had  a  take  of  121b.  weight 
of  roach,  and  all  eight  inches  in  length.  He  also  referred 
to  the  fact  that  barbel  were  being  taken  at  this  late  period 
of  the  season,  and  mentioned  that  on  Friduy,  in  last  week, 
Mr.  James  Clapp,  of  the  C'hiswick  I'iscatorials,  fishing 
with  him,  got  some  very  nice  bream.  There  is  a  good 
future  before  the  Thames,  and  if  only  anglers  will  liberally 
support  the  work  of  preservation,  the  old  society  will  have 
the  chance  of  maintaining  the  finest  river  and  the  besi 
fishery  in  the  world. — B. 

  (Datchet). — John  Keene  reports,  one  day,  with 

Mr,  Thomas,  who  creeled  some  nice  roach  ;  another  day, 
with  Mr.  Mobbs,  six  brace  of  perch  (the  largest  fish  IJlb.), 
one  brace  of  jack,  and  one  dozen  of  roach  ;  another  day. 
with  Mr.  C.  H.  O'Dowd,  seven  chub,  and  a  quantity  of 
roach. — B. 

 (Uatchet).— Water  rather  low  ani  clear;  fish 

feeding  fairly  well  ;  but  I  have  been  out  very  hitb ;  can- 
not spare  the  time,  unless  I  am  dragged  out,  which  is  not 
often.  I  had  rather  an  exciting  time  last  Saturday  even- 
ing. I  went  to  the  river  just  th3  last  thing  to  have  a  look 
round.  Mr.  Greenslade,  a  constant  visitor  t  j  the  neighbour- 
hood, was  out  mid-stream.  He  hailed  nie  to  come  and 
help  him  with  a  big  fish  he  had  on  for  over  an  hoar. 
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Well,  1  went,  and  the  tugging  was  something  marvellous* 
vsithott  ncakiiig  atiy  impression  on  the  fish.  1  poked  about 
with  the  pole  to  wake  him  up  several  timea.  He  came  off 
the  hook  at  last,  after  an  hoar  and  a  hilt's  tugging.  A  hank 
angler  caught  a  41b.  trout  on  the  13th/   I  saw  four  rise. — 

G.  LUMSDEN. 

  (Hampton.  Court). — William  Milbourne  writes  : 

"The  river  is  running  very  bright,  and  the  roich  are 
dropping  oS  their  feed.  The  bank  anglers  have,  however, 
been  taking  a  few  good  roach  and  chub.  There  has  been  a 
great  quantity  of  dace  this  last  few  days  coming  ahead  to 
Hampton  Court,  and  biting  frio'y.  Thomas  Milbourne, 
one  day,  fishing  with  Mr.  Ive,  took  fourteen  dozen  of  fine 
dace."— B.  ^ 

  (Henley).— 11th  inst.  Mr.  Clements,  with  W. 

Vaughan,  four  pike  (best  fish,  41b.).  13th.  Mr.  Johnstone, 
with  G.  Vaughm,  three  ;  Mr.  Moore,  with  Sargeant,  one ; 
Mr.  Phillips,  fishing  with  Mr.  Harvey,  six  chub  (best  fish, 
31b.).  A  local  angler,  five  pike  (best  fish,  Sib.).  14th.  Mr. 
Bates,  one  pike,  61b.,  and  a  few  roach  ;  Mr.  Schmidt,  two 
pike,  ri'lb.  and  51b.  A  friend  and  myself  had  a  good  take 
of  splendid  roach  on  the  11th,  viz.,  JO!b.  and  two)good 
pike.  A  great  many  perch  have  been  caught,  but  the 
majority  of  them  are  very  small,  and  have  to  be  returned. 
Roach  fishing  is  very  quiet  indeed,  very  few  being  taken 
till  the  last  hours.  The  river  continues  in  excellent 
condition  for  all  roniii  angling, — J.  W.  Reah. 

— —  (Eing'ston). — Jolia  Knight,  in  two  days,  twelve 
dozen  of  roach  ar  J  dace;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Collins 
and  f;  iend,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. — B. 

—  (Briclimoud), — The  anglers  are  reported  as  having 
been  successful  amongst  the  roach  and  dace,  and  getting 
some  good  ones. — B. 

  (Staines).— Charles  Hone,  in  sending  me  his 

report  this  week,  gives  one  day  in  hh  own  district,  with 
Mr.  Anderson,  201b.  of  chub,  the  largest  3 Jib.  ;  and  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Prebble,  five  jack  and  eleven  pen-h ;  and 
then  another  day,  at  Maidenhead,  with  Mr.  W.  Johnson, 
Z'SLh.  of  chub  and  roach  ;  followed  by  another  day,  at 
Datchet,  with  Mr.  Prebble.  121b.  of  roach.  "Otter" 
Hone  is  eoing  the  correct  thing  in  publishing  where  his 
fish  have  been  taken,  and  he  is  to  be  commended  for 
it.— B. 

  (Streatley). — I  have  nothing  to  report  since  last 

week.  No  one  has  been  out  but  some  bankers,  and  they 
have  not  taken  much.  Water  is  in  first  class  condition. — 
H.  J.  Gardner. 

  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in  two 

and  a  half  days,  seven  jack  (the  largest  51b.)  and  seven 
brace  of  perch. — B. 

  (Teddington). — W.  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

Edwards,  one  barbel  and  a  few  dace  :  half  a  day,  with  Mr 
Ive  and  Mr.  Malcolm,  four  dozen  of  dace  ;  half  a  day,  with 
Mr.  Hemingway,  two  barbel ;  one  day,  with  Mr.  Cook, 
seven  barbel,  the  largest  7ilb. ;  and  half  a  day,  with 
Mr.  Cooper,  four  brace  of  perch  and  one  jack. — B. 

 (Twickenham).— E.  iSpong,  in  two  days,  3iilb 

of  roach  and  dace ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Newman, 
141b.  of  roach  and  dace,  the  largest  roach  lib.  2o7,.  John 
Spong,  in  three  days,  3010.  of  roach  and  dace  and  seven 
bream.  H.  Spiers,  in  two  days,  3;tlb.  of  roach  and  dace ; 
and  C.  Brown,  in  two  and  a  half  days,  301b.  of  roach  and 
dace. — B. 

 (Windsor  District).— It  is  many  years  since  the 

angler  on  the  Thames  enjoyed  Euch  a  spell  of  good  water 
and  favourable  atmospheric  conditions.    Though   a  few 
days  lately  have  been  rough  on,  the  whole  the  weather 
here  has  been  most  springlike,  and  angling  most  enjoy- 
able.   Spinning  for  jack  has  been  very  much  indulged  in, 
but  no  good  fish  to  my  knowledge  have  been  had.  I 
managed  to  take  four,  but  not  one  sizeable.  However, 
there  are  some  good  ones  in  the  river,  as  I  reported  last 
week ;  the  loss  of  a  large  one  up  river  now  this  week  it 
is  down  river,  on  the  Datchet  reach.    The  gentleman  who 
hooked  the  fish,  a  Mr.  Greenslade,  of  Datchet,  Lumsden 
tells  me,   had  him   on  nearly  an  hour,  and,  hailing 
Lumsden,  he  tried  his  professional   hand,  but  could 
not    get  a   sight  of  him,  though  he  went  up  and 
down  the  water.    Eventually,  the  bait,  a  sprat  on  a 
Bedford  Spinner,  came  away  without  breaking  anything. 
This  is  mostifortunate,  and,  given  he  is  not  worried  for  a 
week,  a  good  big  live  dace  run  over  him  should,  of  all 
things,  tempt  him,  as  undoubtedly  the  largest  pike  are 
taktnbythe  least  spoi-tsmanlike  method  of  live  baiting. 
Another  good  fish  does  not  live  to  fight  another  day — this 
is,  or  was,  a  beautiful  trout  of  about  81b.,  which  my  man 
Jarvis  found  last  Sunday  lying  in  the  rush  bed,  about 
opposite  the  Hatch  boathouss  above  Surly  Hall.    I  had 
intended  going  up  and  cutting  it  opan  to  see  probable 
cause,  though  Jarvis  seems  very  confident  that  from 
appearances  it  has  had  a  blow  jast  behind  the  gill  cover 
with  the   propeiier  of  a  passing  tug  or  launch.  A 
perch  of  over  lib.,  which  was  recently  reported  by  me 
as  being  caught  by  Mr.  C.   Wells,   of  Windsor,  he 
tells  me  was  taken  on  a  gudgeon,  which  was  dangling  at 
the  side  of  the  punt,  just  in  the  water,  prior  to  casting 
out  for  a  jack.    Truly  this  was  "the  plucky  perch."  A 
goodimany  loich  and  pereh^have  been  taken  :  The  veteran 
Carey,  of  Windsor,  having  some  nice  roach;  Plummer, 
jan  ,  of  Monkey  Island,  and  Mr.  F.  Sharratt,  of  Surly 
Hall,  perch ;  the  latter  with  minnows. — B.  R.  Bam- 

BRIDGE. 

Axnn  (Pulborough).— A  fair  muster  visited  here  on 
Feb.  13,  who  experienced  a  cold,  wet  morning.  Sport 
was  disappointing,  and  the  best  takes  I  could  ascertain 
were  :  Mr.  W.  Carver,  two  jack,  one  111b.,  one  71b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Arnold  and  IJaley,  of  Clipham  Junction,  81b. 
bream  between  them. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Barton  Broad  (Stalham).— Mr.  Mathews,  of  Yar 
mouth  (late  of  North  Walsham),  has  taken  a  very  nice 
pike  of  20Jlb. ;  also  one  of  71b.  Mr.  Storey,  of  Leister, 
also  had  some  good  sport,  having  taken  several  good  sized 


fish.    Should  the  weather  hold  fine  some  good  sport  may 
be  obtained  before  the  season  goes  out. — Alma  Nil  hols. 
Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach,  Cambridge).— 

Ten  minutes' walk  from  G.E.R.  Station  to  Green  Man 
Inn  (on  the  spot).  Free  water  for  miles  ;  bank  angling 
very  clean  and  good.  Plenty  of  baited  swims  all  round 
the  locks,  also  the  Lode  oppcgite,  to  fs'i,  and  the  water  in 
esctl  lent  condition  for  live  bait;  also  sp'nning  for  pike. 
Live  baits  at  the  inn,  also  of  the  lock  keeper  ;  boatj  if 
required.  During  the  week  the  wind  has  been  very  strong, 
so  as  to  make  it  uncomfortable  for  roach  fishing  ;  but 
some  of  the  sheltered  swims  have  given  sport ;  only  about 
Jib.  each  this  week  as  a  rule,  and  not  over  many. — John 
O'George. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  season  opens  on 
March  1 ,  and  there  is  every  probability  of  a  successful  year, 
a3  the  river  is  reported  to  contain  agood  quantity  of  fish.  If 
the  restrictions  of  fishing  at  Totnes  Weir  Pool  and  Nursery 
Pool,  Buckfastleigh,  can  bo  removed,  as  desired,  it  will  be 
much  appreciated.  Under  the  rules  of  the  association,  no 
fishing  is  allowed  at  either  of  these  favourite  spots  with 
any  bait  other  than  the  artificial  (ly. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — In  spite  of  the  unfavourable 
weather,  trout  fishing  in  the  rivers  which  are  open  has 
been  fair,  and  flies  have  been  pretty  numerous.  The  Ottor 
has  provided  several  baskets,  but  the  fish  were  not  large, 
although  in  the  preserved  portions,  which  will  open  on  the 
1st  prox.,  there  is  a  stock  of  fine  trout.  Mr.  Bailey  killed 
a  141b.  pike  in  the  Tiverton  Canal  last  week,  and  some 
smaller  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Bxo,  whilst  dace, 
roach,  and  perch  are  also  showing  a  little  spurt.  Con- 
servators of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  will  take  counsel's 
opinion  on  the  dismissal  of  the  charges  brought  by  them 
under  their  new  bye-law,  which  was  made  last  year  in  the 
interests  of  sport  on  the  rivers. — Devonian. 

East  Gloucestershire  and  West  Berkshire.— 
The  upper  lhames  in  the  Lechlade  and  Faringdon 
districts  has  been  in  capital  condition  for  pike  fishing. 
Perch  and  roach,  which  are  ttill  in  good  condition,  have 
been  taken  with  well  scoured  red  worms.  The  trouting 
prospects  in  Eatt  Gloucestershire  are  looking  very  rosy. 
Several  private  fishings  have  already  been  let  at  good 
prices,  and  numerous  inquiries  are  on  hand  for  houses  aild 
angling  quarters. — F.  Lockwood. 

Bsk  (Whitby). — This  river  continues  to  run  in  a  low 
and  clear  state,  and  there  is  no  perceptible  chance  for  the 
fish,  which  are  at  present  confined  to  the  upper  reaches, 
to  talre  the  sea.  Several  of  the  most  enthusiastic  anglers 
have  been  out  trying  the  tideway  for  pinkej's,  but  have 
met  with  unremunerative  sport,  the  only  exception  being 
Dr.  English,  Sleights,  who  caught  three  brace  in  one  day 
The  river  is  in  great  need  of  water,  but  no  increase  in  the 
number  of  diseased  fish  is  observed. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  still  dry,  but 
decidedly  breezy,  a  fact  which  is  painfully  apparent  to  fly 
fishermen.  A  few  very  fair  lots  of  trout  have  been  secured, 
although,  taken  generally,  sport  has  not  been  too  lively 
Surgeon-Major  Barrington  opened  the  season  well  with  a 
bag  of  five  brace,  going  51b.  the  lot.  Best  killing  flies  at 
present  are  February  Red,  Middle  Blue,andBlue  Uprights. 
•Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire  and  Cambs.) 

Stormy  weather  has  again^returned,  but  fishing  last  week 
end  was  fairly  good.  Roach  fishing  on  the  Glen  at 
Surfleet  his  been  prosecuted  with  fairly  good  success,  but 
in  many  p''aces  in  this  district  this  kind  of  fishing  is  falling 
oft'.  Pike  fishing  is  also  giving  way.  Only  a  few  reports 
have  come  to  hand,  the  principal  being  from  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  Forty-foot,  where  fish  up  to  81b.  or  so  have 
been  taken. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Sport  on  the  Idle 
and  its  tributaries  has  not  been  worth  much  lately.  The 
stormy  weather  has  doubtless  had  its  effect.  A  few 
baskets  have  been  made  at  Bollam  and  Mattersey,  but  of 
no  importance.  The  doings  on  the  Trent  have  also  suffered 
from  the  same  cause.  At  Dunham  there  were  takes  up  to 
171b.,  but  several  made  very  little.  At  Willom  Holt 
there  were  some  good  roach  taken,  one  having  a  lot  with 
several  over  lib.,  and  a  brace  of  his  best  scaled  3ilb 
Another  had  a  nice  lot,  with  the  best  lib.  5oz.  Pike  fishing 
ha?  been  vf  ry  quiat. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgau,  Anglesey).— From  the 
opening  day  anglers  have  paid  attention  to  the  fly  fishing  in 
this  lake,  it  becoming  more  and  more  generally  known  that 
it  is  essentially  an  early  lake.  A  mild  February  and  March 
are  the  best  two  months  of  the  year.  Mr.  Tate,  Fishing 
Lodge,  took  eight  J-pounders  one  afternoon;  and  I  hear 
that  Messrs.  Edwards,  Dew,  Curtler,  Jones,  and  others 
from  Llandudao  have  done  well  by  wading, — W.  H. 

Lark  (Plempten,  &C.). — Since  my  last  report  there 
has  been  several  takes  of  pike.  On  the  Sth,  Mr.  A.  Nunn, 
two  pike,  31b.,  2|lb.  ;  on  the  9th,  Mr.  Burrell,  three  pike 
best  fish  ilflh. ;  and  on  Thursday,  the  10th,  Mr.  J.  Hedges, 
three  pike,  3Jlb.,  31b.,  and  a  smaller  one.  The  dace  have 
been  feeding  fairly  well.  Mr.  W.  G.  King  had  five  of  these 
fish,  weighing  21b.  I  was  out  last  week,  and  took  some 
nice  dace  with  red  worms,  but  could  not  get  a  touch  from 
either  the  roach  or  chub.  There  are  several  nice  trout  on 
the  move  in  this  district,  but  they  must  rest  till  Apiil  1. 
Tickets  and  rules  of  the  association  can  now  be  had,  either 
of  the  general  or  local  seci-etaries. — A.  E.  K. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).— The  river  is  in 
good  condition,  and  there  has  been  some  more  good  bags  of 
pike  taken.  Mr.  Lee  Barber,  of  Brandon,  caught,  on 
Feb.  11,  281b.  of  pike,  one  weighing  101b. ;  and  on  Feb.  15, 
301b.  weight,  one  weighing  81b.  On  Feb.  13,  Mr.  Ellis 
caught  20lb.  weight ;  and  Mr.  Church  caught  401b.  weight 
in  two  days.  Pour  other  London  gentlemen  had  some 
good  sport  with  roach  and  dace.  If  the  weather  remains 
favourable,  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  sport 
Baits  and  boats  can  be  had  by  applying  to  Mr.  Rolph,  Ram 
Hotel,— Isaa(  RoLPii, 


Lea. — On  account  of  the  continued  bad  sport  in  this 
river  many  anglers,  usually  to  be  found  along  its  banks, 
have  lately  been  seeking  others  and,  let  me  hope,  more 
remuneiative,  swims  than  those  on  Walton's  favourite 
stream.  It  is  some  seasons  back  now  since  the  winter 
roach  fishing  proved  so  unsatisfactory,  yet  it  is  perfectly 
well  known  that  the  river  is  well  stocked  with  these  fish. 
Even  such  capital  pieces  of  stream  as  are  to  be  found  in 
the  St,  Margaret's,  Ware,  and  Hertford  districts  have 
furnished  but  little  sf  oit  this  season,  in  spite  of  the  mild 
weather  which  has  been  experienced.  Nothing  great  has  , 
been  accomplished  among  the  fike  and  chub,  but  it  is 
encouraging  to  know  that  a  good  many  perch  have  been 
caught  with  minnows,  thus  showing  that  the  black  striped 
fish  are  steadily  increasing  in  the  river.  This  week  roach, 
porch,  and  pike  have  all  been  had,  the  best  results  being 
reported  from  the  Ware  district.  At  the  Boom  some  good 
roach  have  been  caught.  The  condition  of  the  river  va-ies, 
but  is  the  be^t  colour  where  a  decent  stieam  prevails. 
The  dead  pounds  are  reported  very  bright,  and  twelve 
hours'  heavy  vain  would  jast  now  improve  the  river's 
condition  all  round. — Izaak  Walthn. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —Both  (hesi^ 
noted  streams  are  now  run  clear,  and  are  a  nice  level,  and 
in  oapital  order  for  angling.  The  weather  has  been  fine, 
but  windy,  yet  has  been  suitable  for  anglers,  hxit  only  a 
few  have  been  out  of  late.  The  fish  have  been  moving 
fairly  well.  Grayling  are  quiet,  but  trout  are  early,  and 
there  will  be  an  early  trout  fishing  season  if  the  weather 
continues  as  it  is,  and  some  fine  fish  will  be  taken  when 
the  season  opens. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingaland).— Rivers 
arc  iu  fair  order  for  fly  fishing,  yet  there  is  but  little 
doing,  as  grayling  are  fast  losing  condition,  and  the  trout 
season  does  not  open  until  March  2.  AVeather  for  the 
most  part  has  been  boisterous,  though,  on  the  whole,  fine 
and  particularly  mild  for  time  of  year. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Maelog  Lake  (Tycroes,  Anglesey) —This  lake 
has  been  overflowing  its  banks  all  through  the  winter, 
and  the  fish  have  had  a  rare  spawning  season.  A  bit  liter 
I  anticipate  exceptional  .sport  on  this  lake,  as  it  is  net  so 
early  as  Coron.  In  the  adjoining  Crygyll  river  Messrs. 
Owen  and  Johnny  Jones  have  had  good  baskets  of  ilb. 
and  2-pounders,  and  a  gentleman  (a  stranger)  had, 
amongst  others,  a  good  pounder.  Weather  mild,  and 
water  plenty  and  perfect. — W.  H. 

Nene  (Feterborough).— The  water  remains  in  a 
most  satisfactory  condition  for  fishing,  although  we  have 
had  short  spells  of  cold,  blustering  weather  at  intervals, 
ut  it  is  again  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  good 
sport  is  being  obtained  all  over  the  district,  ardent 
disciples  of  the  rod  meeting  with  the  best  of  results. 
Pike  lishing  continues  to  yield  good  returns.  Mr.  Staples 
(Peterborough)  this  week  secured  a  fine  large  specimen. 
Rodsters  have  had  capital  sport  a  t  Alwalton,  roach  being 
very  plentiful,  some  good  catches  having  been  made,  one 
enthusiast  bagging  151b.  An  unusual  circumstance  is 
reported  from  Wisbech,  where  the  river  Nene  has  been 
visited  by  a  porpoise.  Although  many  attempts  wore 
made  to  capture  it,  it  eluded  pursuit  for  a  considerable 
time,  but  was  ciught  at  the  end  of  last  week.  It  proved 
not  to  be  a  very  large  specimen. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Salterton,  Devon). — Fishing  has  commenced 
on  several  portions  of  the  Otter  sines  the  2nd  inst.  The 
river  is  just  now  (16th  inst.)  in  perfect  order,  and  to-day, 
about  12,  there  was  a  rise  of  Dans,  and  some  good  fish 
were  moving.  A  take  of  eight  and  a  half  brace  fell  to  one 
rod  one  day  last  week  on  the  public  water  here,  but  the 
fish  were  not  in  good  condition  ;  half  of  them  were  white 
trout,  and  decidedly  poor.  Anglers  should  leave  them 
alone  as  far  as  possible  for  another  six  weeks.  The  same 
rod  took  twelve  trout  on  Saturday,  12th  inst.,  at  Tipton 
St.  John's.  These  fish  ran  three  to  the  lb.,  and  were  in 
very  fair  condition.  Plies,  Blue  Upright  and  March 
Brown. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Great  Fazton). — Water  in  fine  condition, 
sport  varied ;  when  the  weather  is  bright  sport  is  low  ; 
when,  on  the  other  hand,  the  weather  is  dull  and  a  ripple 
on  the  water,  sport  is  much  better.  On  Monday  last  one 
gentleman  killed  a  brace  of  jack  which  sciled  51b.  each, 
and  several  smaller  ones.  Several  good  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  sool  sport  is  expected  cn 
all  sides  now,  as  the  fish  are  moving  on  to  the  spawning 
grounds. — W.  Duc'KER. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— Water  keeps  m  grand 
condition,  and  sport  is  all  round  satisfactory,  some  reaUy 
good  bags  being  made  during  the  week,  several  gentlemen 
getting  fish  up  to  111b.  each,  which  is  the  heaviest  I  have 
ever  seen.  I  took  five  on  Feb.  13,  largest  7ilb. ;  and  Mr. 
Ro3  had  between  301b.  and  401b.  Mr.  Jennings  had  three 
or  four  nice  fish  on  Monday. — A.  Scaed. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  water  is  still  in  escjlleut  con- 
dition, and  a  large  number  of  jack  have  been  t:jken,  though 
principally  small  ones,  8|lb.  "being  the  largest  fish  I  have 
heard  of  this  week.  The  other  day,  "  Henry,"  in  casting 
for  bait  at  my  landing  stage,  got  a  very  nice  chub  of  41b.— 
W.  Nash. 

Severn,  Vyinwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — These  rivers  are  at  present  much  above  their 
average  level  owing  to  the  stormy  and  unsettled  state  of 
the  weather  during  the  past  week,  so  that  anglers  have 
had  very  little  to  reward  them  in  the  way  of  sport,  and  the 
rivers  are  altogether  out  of  condition  for  the  fly,  so  that 
the  only  means  of  cipturing  fish  has  been  by  bottom  fishing 
and  trolling  for  pike.  By  the  former  method  some  nice 
coarse  fish  are  taken  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  and  in  the 
last  named  stream  a  few  grayling  have  been  taken  ;  and  in 
both  rivers  several  good  pike  have  been  landed  by  trolling. 
The  Tanat  is  quite  out  of  condition  for  the  fly  at  the 
present  time. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).  —  The  water  is  still  very 
clear,  and  fishing  slow.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  during 
the  last  few  days,  the  best  bag  being  101b.  by  Jlr.  Root, 
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four  fish  over  the  pound,  largest  lib.  4oz.  A  heavy  rain 
would  much  improve  fishing  prospects,  the  river  not  having 
been  discoloured  the  whole  season.— W,  T.  Bainbridgj;. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — We 
have  experienced  anoU  er  bad  week,  with  cold,  boisterous 
weather.  Roach  and  bream  are  entirely  off  feed,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  small  pike,  angling  on  the  Ouse  and 
Cuckmere  has  been  unsatisfactory.  In  fact  it  is  the  worst 
winter  fishing  experierc.d  for  soma  years.  The  Eothsr  is 
in  fair  order  for  piking ;  fish  of  TJlb.,  6|lb,,  and  a  brace  of 
41b.  are  notified.  The  canal,  at  Chichester,  remains  in 
excellent  order,  and  has  yielded  good  sport ;  a  pike  of  (lib. 
was  recently  taken  near  Donnington,  but  the  majority  of 
fish  average  olb.  One  angler,  with  live  gorge,  had  three 
fish  of  little  over  a  lib.  Baits  are  difficult  to  prccin-e,  and 
spinning  with  artificial  lures  in  this  water  is  not 
generally  successful ;  spoon  being  the  best  in  rough  water 
— Geoe(;r  F.  Salter. 

Teigrn.— The  upper  waters  of  the  Teign  will  be 
re-stocked  with  1500  yearlings.  Last  year  some  excellent 
sport  was  obtained,  and  the  association  report  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £87.  The  lower  waters,  too,  are  to  be  re- 
stocked, but  fishermen  in  the  vicinity  of  Newton  Abbot 
are  placed  at  a  disadvantage  owing  to  the  refusal  of  Mr. 
bt.  Maur  to  allow  members  of  the  assodation  to  fish  over 
his  rights,  which  are  amongst  the  best  on  the  river.  The 
price  of  licences  will  remain  the  same  as  last  year  audit 
IS  hoped  the  difficulty  will  be  successfiilly  surmounted. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now  gone 
down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  capitil  order  for 
angling.  All  the  snow  water  has  run  off,  and  the  weather 
has  been  b^utiful  and  fine  and  suitable  for  anglers  to  get 
out.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  and  used  fly  and  worm, 
but  the  sport  has  been  slow.  Grayling  are  now  very  quiet 
and  the  fish  taken  show  signs  of  going  out  of  season,  ancl 
anglers  will  be  pleased  when  trout  come  in  season,  as  it  is 
very  annoying  to  hook  a  fish  and  then  have  to  put  it  back 
in  the  river  again.  Trout  are  now  rising  weU,  and  there 
has  been  a  good  few  real  flies  on  the  water.  The  trout 
are  said  to  be  in  capital  condition,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  an  early  season,  and  during  the  first  month 
there  will  be  some  good  dishes  of  fish  landed  with  both 
fly  and  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).-The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  m  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level ;  rain  has  threatened,  but  has  kept  off,  and  the  sun 
has  been  shining,  and  has  brought  out  a  few  anglers  A 
iair  number  of  live  flies  have  been  on  the  water,  and  trout 
are  more  inclined  to  rise  than  graylin-,  and  the  graylincr 
season  may  be  said  to  be  over,  the  fish  showing  signs  of 
going  oft.  \V  hen  the  trout  season  opens  good  sport  will 
be  had  in  this  part.— Worcester 

Torridge  (Torrington).-The  river  and  all  the 
tributary  streams  are  m  fine  order  for  fly  fi=hing  The 
most  popular  flies  are  Blue  Upright,  February  Eeds,  and 
March  Browns.  A  gentleman  writing  me,  says  the  trout 
are  as  tat  as  they  usually  are  in  April  :  weather  very  mild 

— PHAtTICAL  ANOLKR, 

Witham  &c.  (Mid.Lincolnshire). -Reports  from 
this  distnct  show  that  sport  is  falling  otf  a  good  deal  on 
this  river  One  take,  however,  is  worthy  of  mention,  made 
at  Dogdyke  last  week  There,  an  angler  with  worm,  along 
with  a  lot  of  small  fish,  took  thirty-six  roach,  scaling  231b 
At  Bardney  there  were  a  fair  number  of  anglers  from 
LiQooln  and  elsewhere,  who  managed  to  land  some  fairly 
good  takes  of  roach  near  the  railway  bridge.  Pike  fishing 
has  been  best  about  this  district  owing,  it  is  sup- 
posed to  their  earning  up  the  river  for  spawning  in  the 
hincil  Dyke  and  elsewhere.  The  landing  of  fish,  however 
has  been  a  slow  operation.  The  supposition  that  the 
spawning  season  will  be  early  is  again  confirmed.  Not 
only  pike  but  roach,  dace,  and  perch  show  a  tendency  in 
this  direction.  The  best  places  are  the  outputs  of  adjacent 
streams. — Luci, 

SCOTCH  EEPORTS. 

T  flt»aliai^ra(yia  Lairg,  N.B.).-On  6th  inst.,  Mr. 
John  Fraser  landed  two  nice  salmon,  weighing  Olb.  and 
lOib.,  on  the  Ben  Klibnck  water.— B 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.-There  is  little  or  nothing 
to  report  in  the  way  of  salmon  angling  as  yet.  The  salmon 
season  commenced  on  Monday  last,  in  windy,  wet  weather 
to  aJy  unsuited  to  fly-fishing,  the  only  mode  of  angling 
till  May.  Fewer  fish  than  usual  are  reported  to  have 
spawned  and  disea,se  has  h^sn  prevalent  in  both  rivers 
the  Liddle  being  the  most  affected.  Owing  to  the  wet 
winter  a  ruuch  Liig^r  volume  of  water  hag  been  in  the 
rivers,_  and  fish  have  been  permitted  to  ascend  to  the 
spiWLing  beds  with  freedom,  and  also  to  return  to  the 
silt  water.  The  number  of  salmon  in  the  river  is  small  • 
even  kelts  are  scarcer  than  usual.  Several  anglers  have 
been  out  in  the  various  districts,  but  no  spring  fish  have 
been  killed  ;  mdeed,  little  sport  is  expected  so  long  as  fly 
fishing  alone  IS  allowed,  until  the  weather  is  more  settled 
and  the  waters  assume  their  normal  condition.  Salmon 
were  not  so  observable  on  the  move  up  the  tributaries  as 
usual;  and  it  is  thought  the  number  spawning  has  been 

J'lffA^if  T'?^^'>\^^''  '^'^y^'^  t°  the  fact  that 

they  had  plenty  of  water  to  cover  them.  There  is  usually 
some  spawning  m  Febiuary,  but  there  are  scarcely  any 
signsof  It  this  year     During  the  past  ten  days  both  rivers 

h^'Th^'T"!!  fl^''' ^  nice  clean  gravelly  bottom 
13  the  result  all  the  refuse  being  cleared  away.  The 
season  should  be  an  early  one,  as  there  has  been  no  winter 
to  speak  of,  and  trout  are  getting  into  good  condition  - 

ItILNOC'KIE. 

Carron    (Easter    Ross,  ArdgaT,  N  B  )  —  On 

Saturday  last  Mr.  James  ^Vilson  fished  the  Gruinards 
water  on  Mr  R.  T.  Coupland's  rod.  and  landed  a  sa°mon 
weighing  101b.,  being  the  first  of  the  season,  so  far  as 

!?n°Jf  ■     I  -T^  ^^'^^^        ^^'•y  ™-ely  a  salmon  is 

caught  so  high  up  so  early.    On  Monday,  this  week,  Mr. 


George  Ross,  Brailangwell,  was  out  on  Gardener's  Pool 
on  Mr.  Payne's  rod,  and  hooked  a  heavy  fish,  which  gave 
splendid  play.  On  being  landed  it  weighed  261b.  It  was 
clean  run,  with  sea  lice  on.  A  26-pounder  is  a  hpavv  one 
for  the  Carron.— B. 

Deveron  (Banifshire).— There  is  a  fair  appearance 
ot  fash  on  the  river  Deveron,  but  since  the  opening  of  the 
season  the  water  has  been  somewhat  high  for  successful 
angling.  The  net  fishing,  which  opened  on  the  11th  inst 
was  materially  affected  by  the  removal  of  the  Cruive 
Dyke.  Formerly  the  fish  congregated  at  the  dyke  unable 
to  ascend,  and  in  some  seasons  from  200  to  500  have  been 
got  on  the  opening  day.  The  removal  of  the  dyke  how- 
ever, have  allowed  a  lirge  number  of  fish  to  proceed  up 
the  liver,  and,  although  the  fishermen  were  at  work  until 
midnight,  they  only  managed  to  land,  with  the  net 
between  fifty  and  sixty  salmon.  They  ranged  from  81b' 
to  201b.  in  weight.  The  fishing  was  only  al)out  one-fifth 
of  former  years  average.  Kelts  were  few  in  number,  and 
not  a  diseased  fish  was  met  with.  The  weather  was 
exceedingly  favourable,  and  the  net  fishermen  at  the  coast 
stations  were  able  to  get  their  nets  into  the  sea,  and  at 
several  of  the  stations  fair  shots  were  got.  One  box  was 
sent  to  the  market  on  Friday  and  two  on  Saturday.  At 
Gardenstown  six  fish  were  taken  from  the  nets  on  Satiirdav 
night.— H.  W. 

Halladale  (Sutherlandshire).  —  On  Feb.  8  the 
Sandside  rod  fishing.  No.  6  beat,  had  a  newly  run  fish  of 
91b.  off  Conigil  Pool;  fly.  Gaudy  Eagle,  No.  50-  and 
the  Melvich  rod  fishery,  No.  6  beat,  had  a  fine  winter  fish 
of  171b.  off  Ashil  Pool ;  fly,  Jock  Scott.— Nemo 
^  Inveran  (Sutherland).- The  angling  tenant  of  the 
isbm  tried  the  river  for  the  first  time  on  Monday  this 
week,  and  succeeded  in  getting  a  nice  salmon  on  the  lower 
reachss. — B. 

oiS*"*^  rl^^y  (Killin).-Feb.  9,  Mr.  Heys,  one  salmdn, 
,i  ,  •  \f  Glasgow  angler,  one,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Glen,  one,  231b. 
10th,  Mr.  Mitchell,  one,  161b.  11th,  Mr.  (ilen  one  181b  • 

^o^'^^^^^T  ^°^J®'',!.""^'  2^"'-  Ml'-  Percy  Hool'e,  two! 

r8:b.,  161b.— H.  Maisev. 

^fr^^J^^"^  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).— On  Feb.  9th 
Mr.  Thomas  Morrison,  of  the  Melvich  hotel,  landed  a 
beautiful  fresh  run  salmon  of  181b.,  on  Beat  No  6  The 
same  day,  on  Beat  No.  6,  Mr.  Nicol  Macnicol,  S.  Lands'de 
landed  another  beauty  of  111b.  Owing  to  the  recent 
spates  the  Halladale  is  in  excellent  form  at  present,  and 
anglers  may  look  forward  to  fair  prospects  of  sport  if  the 
mild  temperature  of  weather  continues  —J.  M 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  Thurso).— The  river' is  too  high 
tor  spoit,  and  weather  very  stormy.  Since  last  reported 
only  two  salmon  were  caught.  Mr.  Taylor,  Skilpick 
Lodge,  got  one  on  10th  on  Beat  No.  3;  and  on  12th 
another  on  same  beat.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  the  only 
arrivals  from  the  south  as  yet. — B. 

Noith-East  of  gcotland.-The  success  attendant 
on  the  opening  of  the  season  on  the  Dee  has  been  highly 
gralifjing,  fresh  fish  having  been  killed  on  the  openino- 
days  right  up  to  the  Balmoial  reaches.  The  river  in  the 
lower  reaches  had  not  recovered  from  the  late  spate  and 
was  too  big  111  most  parts  for  the  best  of  sport.  Yet  the 
proofs  of  plenty  of  fish  being  in  the  pools  were  abundant 
and  a  successful  early  season  is  confidently  assured  On 
the  Balmoral  waters  Her  Majesty's  keepers  creeled  five 
hue  fish  on  the  opening  day,  which  were,  as  usual  duly 
boxed  for  Osborne.  On  the  Invercauld  fishings 
Messrs.  Miller  and  Harvey  made  a  good  stiit 
dividing  five  fine  fish  between  them  on  the  opening 
day ;  while  Mr  Harvey  creeled  six  on  Saturday,  ranging 
from  61b.  to  9|  b.  On  the  Glenmuick  water,  Sir  Allan 
Mackenzie  landed  thi0  3,  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  •  and  Mr 
Hardy  three  of  similar  weights  on  the  Ballater  water.  On 
the  Glentana  reaches,  Mr.  Merry  had  four  on  the  opening 

cfJ'  2,1^^^-'/^^,'  '^^^■>  on  Saturday,  three,  of 

81b.,  81b.,  and  121b. ;  and  three  on  Monday,  of  Olb  81b 
and  111b.  ;  while  Mr.  Coventry  had  two,  of  13  lb.  and  141b.' 
These  are  angling  from  Mr.  Profeit's  hotel.  On  the  same 
water,  Mr.  Wiguahn  and  Mr.  C.  Lucas  had  one  each 
??  J ^^'^y. ,  ^^"^  Saturday.  On  the  Marquis  of 
Huntlys  Aboyne  Castle  water,  Mr.  Grant  landed 
three  on  the  opening  day,  scaling  81b.  each ;  while 
Mr  R.  M.  Dean  and  Mr.  Bowie  had  one  each 
on  the  Huntly  Arms  beats.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge 
^,^t^^t'  ■'^^n-  ,-^!°''ering  opened  the  season  with  one 
ot  151b.,  while  Miss  Pickering  had  one  of  81b.  On  Dess 
Wdter,  Major  Davidson  landed  two,  of  Olb.  and  8'b  and 
one  of  171b.  ;  Capt.  Murray  had  one  of  7ilb.  on  the 
same  water.  On  the  Woodend  section,  Mr  J  C 
Deverall  landed  one  of  81b. ;  and  Sir  John  Gladstone,  one 
ot  81b  on  Iriday,  and  three,  of  71b.,  8Ib.,  and  91b  ,  on 
baturday,  on  the  Upper  Ballogie  water.  On  the  Ballogie 
water,  Mr.  B.  Drummond  creeled  one  of  81b.  •  while  Mr 
Barclay  had  one  of  81b.  on  Borrowstone ;  and  Dunn" 
keeper,  two,  of  81b.  and  S^lb.,  on  Carlogie  water! 
Large  shoa's  of  salmon  have  been  noted  on  the 
Banchory  reaches,  and  gcod  sport  has  been  the 
order  ot  the  day  since  Friday.  On  the  Cairnton 
water  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  creeled  five  on  Friday  and 
several  every  day  since.  On  Blackball  Castle  water.  Mr 
Hay  had  five  on  the  opening  day ;  and  Mr.  Davidson 
Inohmarlo,  a  similar  number  ;  while  Mr.  Joliff  had  one  on 
Friday,  and  one  on  Saturday  on  the  Invery  water.  On  the 
ParK  water,  Mr.  George  Davidson  creeled  one  on  Friday  • 
while  Mr.  Perry  had  one  on  Middle  Drum,  of  81b  • 
and  Professor  Cash,  two,  of  71b.  and  8ib. ,  on  Lower  Drum! 
On  the  other  sections  an  occasional  fish  has  also  been  got 
while  the  tidal  anglers  have  also  made  a  good  start  with 
the  finncck  aud  sea  trout.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.  —  The  Border  rivers  are  still 
running  m  flood.  The  sa'mon  disease  {Rapmleqnia  fera.r) 
in  the  Solway  rivers  is  still  present,  but  it  is  less  prevalent 
tiian  when  first  reported  upon.  The  salmon  netting  on  the 
Lnglish  side  of  the  Solway  opened  for  the  season  on 
Ihursdayof  last  week,  but  so  far  a  commenbetfleht  has 


■1?^  been  made  by  the  dtift  nets.  This  is  chiefly  on  account 
of  the  danger  of  the  netsmen  over  shooling  their  nets 
beyond  mid-channel,  and  so  rendering  themselves  liable  to 
a  contravention  of  the  Annan  Fishery  Act.  The  fishings 
on  the  Scotch  side  of  the  fitth  opens  on  the  25th  inst., 
when  the  last  batch  of  the  district  rivers  open  their  season 
for  angling.  On  that  date]  miles  of  talmon  nets  will  be 
shot  across  the  firth.  Again,  in  a  few  of  the  rivers  they 
have  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  draught  nets.  Happily,  a 
Eumber  of  the  riparian  proprietors  have  bought  off'  the 
river  nets,  or  entered  into  an  arrangement  to  keep  the 
waters  free  of  nets.  It  must  be  said  that  in  many  instances 
the  upper  propuetors  reap  but  poor  recompense.  A 
number  of  angling  associations  have  been  holding  their 
annual  meetings  during  the  past  week,  and  they  reported 
that  so  far  as  trout  prospects  were  CMcerned  the  cominj 
season  promises  well  on  the  different  waters.  The  spawn- 
ing season  has  been  fairly  good.  The  nets  in  the  Eden  did 
exceptionally  well  at  the  opening.  A  number  of  Annan 
fishermen  were  convicted  and  fined  in  the  Carlisle  courtson 
Saturday  for  fishing  in  the  Solway  with  nets,  the  meshes 
of  which  were  under  regulation  size.— Heatherbell. 

Tay.— The  Tay  at  present  is  very  high  and  out  of 
order,  and  will  be  two  or  three  days  before  it  will  be 
fishable.  The  following  are  some  of  the  takes  since  last 
report  :  On  Wednesday,  last  week,  on  upper  Redgorton 
water,  Mr.  John  A.  Park  killed  three  fine  new  run  fish. 
The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Bedford  arrived  at  Ballathie  on 
Monday  forenoon,  and  soon  afterwards  went  out  salmon 
fishing,  on  BaUathie  and  Meiklour  water,  with  Mr.  P.  D. 
Mallocli,  of  Perth,  where  they  had  excellent  sport,  landing 
twenty-one  kelts,  a  large  bull  trout,  and  three  clean  fiah  ; 
two  of  the  clean  fiah  fell  to  the  duchess'  rod.  On  the 
upper  reaches  Mrs.  H.  J.  Pearith,  fishing  Pitnacree  water 
on  Thursday,  landed  a  fine  clean  run  fish,  weighing  191b. 
Out  from  Fisher's  Hotel,  Pitlochry,  on  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Jas.  McLauchlan,  on  Dunkeld  water,  had  two  salmon,  of 
lOJlb.  and  ISJlb.  No  fewer  than  seven  kelts  were  landed. 
—P.  D.  M. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— At  the  present  time  both  the 
above  rivers  are  running  in  splendid  form  for  salmon 
angling,  being  of  a  good  height,  and  colour  perfect,  with  a 
grand  clear  bottom  in  both  of  them.  On  the  Hendersyde 
water  (Sir  Richard  Waldie-Griffith's)  "  first  blood  "  for 
the  season  in  the  Kelso  district  was  once  more  secured,  as 
on  that  day  Mr.  James  Kerss,  Sprouston,  killed  a  ouple 
of  very  fine  clean  run  salmon,  weighing  respectively 
161b.  and  141b.  The  famous  salmon  fishioga  on 
the  Makerstoun  fastnesses  have  once  more  been 
secured  by  last  year's  tenant,  viz.,  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas. 
The  net  fishings  on  the  Tweed  opened  on  Tuesday  last. 
The  prospects  for  the  past  few  weeks  have  been  fairly 
satisfactory,  and  the  results  of  the  operations  on  the 
opening  day  were,  perhaps,  as  good  as  could  have  been 
expected.  On  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Berwick  Salmon 
Fisheries  Company,  ten  salmon  and  twenty  trout  were 
got ;  but  the  total  catch  further  up  the  river  was  some- 
thing like  a  score  of  salmon  and  two  hundred  trout.  The 
latter  fish  were  got  in  the  deep  pools  in  the  higher  reaches 
of  the  river,  where  they  generally  congregate  at  this  time 
of  the  year.  From  the  Norham  district  Messrs.  Holmes 
and  Sons,  Berwick,  bad  thirteen  salmon  and  forty  trout. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinahinch  Tishery.— Since  last  repDrt^n^  there 
has  been  nothing  done  on_  above,  although  waters  are  in 
splendid  form  ;  with  a  spring  tide  commencing,  therefore, 
the  coming  week  looks  ■well  for  anglers.  —  Walter 
Blackadder. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork.).— River  in  good  fishing 
order,  and  fish  taking  freely.  Good  sport  has  teen  had  on 
Careysville  during  the  past  week— from  six  to  fourteen 
fish  per  day.  The  other  fisheries  are  also  doing  well. — W. 
Hatnes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes  (Ballyshannon).— The  river  is  in  hi»h 
flood  for  the  past  week,  and  is  much  d'scoloured  at  time  of 
writing.  There  has  been  nothing  but  a  succession  of 
strong  gales,  accompanied  at  intervals  with  heavy  rain  and 
hail  showers.  Since  last  report  a  few  anglers  were  out, 
but  cou  d  scarcely  stand  on  the  bank  of  the  river  from  the 
violence  of  the  gale.  As  soon  as  the  river  gets  into  fishing 
order,  and  with  some  moderate  weather,  good  sport  will 
be  had.  A  lot  of  clean  run  salmon  are  passing  through 
the  river  to  the  lake  ( Mel vin)  weekly  since  the  beginning 
of  last  month  up  to  time  of  writing. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Lee.  (co.  Cork), — Salmon  are  showing  in  large  numbers 
in  all  parts  of  the  river,  but  are  not  taking  freely  for  the 
past  week.  The  following  have  been  successful :  H.  C. 
Thorold,  Leicestershire  Regt.,  201b. ;  Mr.  Pope,  101b.  • 
H.  B.  Minhear,  9ib.,  lOJlb.  ;  Colonel  Broderick,  lOib,, 
IGlb.  ;  Dr.  Taylor,  201b.,  181b.,  lUb.  ;  J.  O'Brien.  101b.  ; 
A.  W.  Lawe,  131b.  ;  S.  Haynes,  101b.;  Major  Parkinson, 
Hampshire  Regt  ,  161b. ;  A.  W.  Allen,'  201b. ;  D.  J. 
Edwardes,  8Jlb. ;  A.  G.  Goodwin,  8Jlb.— W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Moy  and  Loch,  Conn  (Ballina).— The  angling 
opened  here  on  Feb.  1,  and  up  to  the  11th  the  water  wa.s 
out  of  order.  The  manager  of  the  Imperial  hotel  hooked 
a  beautiful  springer.  After  a  half  hour's  play  the  fish 
broke  away.  Loch  very  high,  a  number  of  springers  have 
been  taken  at  the  saluion  weirs.  Trout  angling  on  the 
lower  waters  is  very  good ;  as  I  write  the  river  is  coming 
into  good  order,  and  the  weather  is  settled  here. — Pat 
Hearns. 

North  Kerry  Rivers.— All  the  above  rivers  are  now 
in  fine  volume,  and  salmon  are  coming  up  in  the  earlier 
river.s,  but  not  in  very  big  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Weather 
very  cold  and  damp,  and  water  still  rather  too  high  below 
the  bridge,  where  the  two  miles  of  reserved  water,  h  ive 
not  as  yet  yielded  a  spring  fish,   Above  the  bridge,  which 
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always  fishes  best  in  high  water,  three  freshly  run  salmon 
have  been  taken  this  week.  On  the  Incha,  J.  Johnson 
and  W.  Ives  killed  an  18-pounder ;  and  on  my  water  on 
the  Clare  side  of  the  river,  T.  and  J.  Grimes  landed  two, 
111b.  and  131b  ;  the  latter,  a  very  bright  and  plump  fish, 
had  sea  lies  on  it.  Welcome  news  has  reached  us  to-day 
from  Limerick  to  the  effect  that  large  numbers  of  salmon 
had  arrived  there  this  week  from  the  estuary,  so  thtt  we 
may  expect  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  S3ma  of  them  here 
at  Killaloe  during  the  next  few  days.  Another  pike  of  201b. , 
besides  very  many  others  of  lesser  weights,  have  been 
captured  on  Lough  Derg  this  week. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— During  the  week  the 
weather  has  been  stormy  and  wet,  and  it  has  been  almost 
impossible  to  fish.  The  water  keeps  at  a  nice  level,  and 
improved  weather  should  enable  anglers  to  obtain  some 
sport.  On  the  Mulcaire  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  taken.— John  Enright  and  Son. 

Waterville.— Mr.  R.  W.  Rickards,  Bay  View  Hotel, 
had  a  nice  fresh  lua  salmon  on  Saturdny  from  the  bridge. 
Brown  trout  anglers  are  now  getting  fair  sport,  fly  fishing, 
betwenthe  bridge  and Carrigroe.  Salmon  are  not  coming 
np  very  freely  at  present.— T.  J,  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Feb.  25.    Tides  increase  to  Tuesday — then  decrease. 


Scat  borough 

Yarmouth  .. 
Loweatoft  .. 
Aldeburgh  .. 
Harwich  ..... 


Southend,  Sheer- ") 
ness,  and  Leigh  J 

Rfargate,  Broad-) 
stairs,  &Bams-  - 
f?ite.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastbourne  and  l 
Brigh;on.  J 


Newhaven 
Shoreham 


Portsmouth  and 
Hayllng  Island 

Ch'.ehester   

Bournemouth  

Plymouth  , 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

2.5ij 
p.m. 

3  2-3 

a.m. 
3  48 
p.m, 
4.11 

a.m." 
4.31 
p.m. 

4  50 

a.m. 
5.  8 
p.m 

5  26 

a.m. 

5,44 
p.m. 
6  1 

a.m. 

6  18 
pjn. 

6  35 

a  m. 

C.52 
p.m. 

7.57 
S.24 

8  48 
9.10 

9  31 
9.-50 

10,  9 
10.28 

10,46 
11.  4 

11,21 
11.38 

11.55 

8.40 
9.  6 

9.30 
9.52 

10.13 

10,32 

10,51 
11.10 

11  28 
11.46 

0.  3 

0.20 
0.34 

9.28 
9.55 

10.19 
10.41 

11.  2 
U  21 

11.40 
11.59 

0,17 

0.35 
0.52 

1.  9 
1.26 

10.51 
11.17 

11.42 

0.  4 

0.23 

0.  42 

1.  3 

1  22 
1  40 

1.68 
2  15 

2,32 
2.48 

11.44 

0.  8 
0.31 

0,54 
1.15 

1,35 
1,54 

2  12 
2.30 

2  47 

3.  3 

3.19 
3.35 

10.45 
11.10 

11.33 
11.56 

0.10 

0.35 
0.53 

1.11 

1,29 

1.47 
2.  4 

2.21 
2.37 

9.53 
10.19 

10.43 
11.  6 

11.27 
11.49 

0,10 

0  30 
0,49 

1.  8 
1.26 

1.43 
2.  0 

9  33 
10.  0 

10.23 
10.45 

11.  7 
11.29 

11.50 

0.10 
0.29 

0.  48 

1.  6 

1.23 
1.40 

10.  1 
10.27 

10  51 
11.13 

11.35 
ll..>7 

0  18 

0.38 
0.57 

1.16 
1.34 

1.51 

2.  .S 

10  18 

10,40 

11.  2 
11.21 

11.43 

0.  1 

0,18 

0.35 
0.53 

1.  9 
1  24 

1,40 
1,54 

10.18 
10.44 

11,  8 
11.30 

11.52 

0.14 
0.34 

0,55 
1.14 

1.S3 
1.51 

2.  8 
2.25 

10.38 
11.  1 

11.21 
11.42 

0.  4 

0  22 
0.42 

1.  2 
1.20 

1.39 
1.55 

2.11 
2.26 

10.23 
10.47 

11.  9 
11.30 

11.58 

0  10 
0  30 

0.  49 

1.  7 

1.25 
1.42 

1.58 
2.14 

7.53 
8  16 

8.38 
8,59 

9.19 
9.39 

10.  0 
10.18 

10.36 
10.54 

11.11 
11.27 

11,43 

4.30 
4.57 

5.23 
6.48 

6.10 
6.31 

6.51 
7.  9 

7.26 
7.43 

7.59 
8.14 

8,29 
8.44 

WEATHER  REPORT. 

By  telegraph.— Friday,  9.25  a.m. 

Ramsgate.— Overcast,  showery  ;  smooth;  N.E. 
Margate. — Overcast,  showery;  smooth;  N.E. 
Folkestone.— Dull;  smooth;  N.E. 
Dover.— Overcast,  misty;  smooth;  N. 
Hythe.— Wet;  moderate;  W. 
Deal. — Rain;  smooth;  N. 
Hastings. — Raining;  moderate;  N.E. 

Ballinskelligs.— Sport  continues  good  among  pollack, 
and  a  few  large  cod  are  being  had  from  time  to  time.  The 
best  lures  for  pollack  around  here  at  present  are  the  red 
rubber  eels,  but  the  natural  live  sand  eels  would  be  better; 
but  those  are  not  procurable  round  here  at  this  season  of 
the  year.— T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.— A  few  anglers  have  been  out  after  pollack 
in  this  district,  but  with  varying  success.  Sea  angling  will 
not  become  general  at  or  around  this  station  before  May 
is  well  advanced,  but  netting  of  course  begins  as  soon  as 
the  weather  gets  favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Castletown. — Trammels  and  spillers  are  onoe  more 
getting  fair  takes  of  codling  and  pollack  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. No  anglers  have  b3en  out  since  last  report.— 
T.  J.  D.  ^ 

Deal  (The  Pier).  —  With  the  exception  of  several 
good  catches  of  codliBg  made  during  the  hours  of  night, 
scarcely  any  results  have  been  obtained  by  local  anglers 
and  fishermen  during  the  past  week.  Only  a  few  dabs 
and  small  codlings  were  taken  upon  the  pier  during  the 
last  few  days  of  the  past  week  ;  and  on  the  first  day  of  the 
present  week  Messrs.  Waddell  and  Horncsistle  did 
scarcely  anything.  Several  members  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
tried  boat  fishing  with  scant  success  ;  but  Messrs.  Brown- 
ing and  Green  had  a  dozen  nice  codling  during  the  even- 
ing.   Six  rods  accounted  for  three  score  of  sinall  dabs  on 


Monday,  but  on  Tuesday  scarcely  a'  doijen  sizeable  ones 
were  taken  ;  and  during  two  hours  of  evening  fishing  the 
total  amount  was  eighteen  email  poutings.  To-day  (Wed- 
nesday) matters  have  teen  very  slow,  and  during  the  next 
two  or  three  months  scarcely  any  spoit  maybe  anticipated. 
— J.  Ek.haedson. 

Seal. — Friday  and  Saturday  splendid  weather,  and 
several  local  fishermen  had  very  good  takes  of  codling  cloee 
to  Old  Stairs  Bay.  Saturday  evening  several  anglers  put 
in  an  appearance  for  Sunday  fishing,  but  owing  to  the 
water  becoming  clear  very  little  in  the  way  of  fishiug  was 
done.  However,  Messrs.  J.  H.  and  W.  C.  Glassington 
and  C.  H.  Julian  put  out  at  4  a.m.  on  Sunday  with  Dick 
Betts,  and  caught  twenty-three  fish,  mostly  codling.  All 
local  boats  put  out  now  early  in  the  morning;  some  land 
with  poor  takes,  while  others  score  up  well.  The  tides 
suit  well  the  later  part  of  this  week  for  the  early  morning 
fishing.^  If  wind  continues  westerly,  there  is  in  all 
probability  fair  prospect  for  this  kind  of  fishing. — Ed  WARD 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.) 

Plymouth. — The  wpather  has  been  more  unsettled 
during  the  week,  and  we  have  had  a  few  showers,  which, 
although  very  nice  for  the  rivers,  is  not  so  well  for  sea 
fishermen.  The  various  yards  where  the  boats  are  laid  up 
are  commencing  to  get  busy  with  orders  ;  some  are  having 
fresh  boats  built,  and  others  altering  their  existing  ones. 
We  find  the  best  sort  of  boat  for  the  amateur  fisherman  is 
one  from  14ft.  to  ICft.  long,  and  from  4fc.  to  oft.  beam, 
moderately  full  in  the  bilge.  They  are  handy  to  beach, 
light  to_  pull,  will  take  the  ground  without  legs,  and  are 
very  stifF.  The  coast  around  Plymouih  abounds  in  so 
many  little  bays  and  beaches  that  it  is  very  desirable 
to  be  able  to  pull  up  your  boat  by  yourself.  There  has 
not  been  much  fishing  doing  during  the  last  few  days,  as 
the  wind  has  been  blowing  from  the  southward  and  west- 
ward, which  always  makes  a  rough  sea.  One  advantage  of 
our  port  is  that  when  the  wind  shifts  around  off  the  land 
the  sea  gets  perfectly  calm  in  about  an  hour,  and  we  are 
sheltered  from  every  wind  except  the  south.  Mullet  are 
still  being  caught  ia  the  docks,  and  plenty  of  bass,  vary- 
ing from  Jib.  to  Ulb,,  are  daily  caught  at  the  pier  at 
Mutton  Cove  and  Richmond  Walk.  There  has  not  been 
much  doing  at  the  other  piers. — William  Hearder 
(B.S.A.S.). 


Jingling  ^mtuxe^. 

Pebrnary  20.   

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Roving  match. 

Battersea  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Shepperton. 

Blackwater  :  Match  at  Hatfield. 

Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Match, 

Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Chertsey. 

Good  Intent :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 

JoUy  Butchers  :  Match  at  Egham. 

North-Edst  Brothers  :  Outing. 

North  London  :  Prize  outing. 

Ormonde  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Match  at  Datchet. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Competition. 
Pebruary  21. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Walham  Green :  Visit. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Visit. 
Pebruary  22. 

AUason  United  Brothers:  A.B.S.  concert. 

Colliugwood  :  Concert. 

Golden  Barbel  :  Outing. 

Good  Intent :  Annual  supper. 

Original  Alexandra  ;  Annual  supper. 

St.  John's :  Visit. 

Wenlock :  Visit. 
February  23. 

Highbury  :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Close. 

Southampton  Piscatorials :  Dinner. 
Pebruary  24. 

Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Smoking  concert. 

West  Green  :  Supper. 
Pebruary  26. 

Maldon  :  Smoking  concert. 


Feb, 


March  1 

2 


,,  12. 

„  13. 

„  18. 

„  18. 

..  22.. 
24.' 

AprU  2l! 


— Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

— Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 

— Clapham  Junction  :  Competition  at  Wrajsbury. 

— Cobden  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

— CoUingwood  :  Match  at  Datchet. 

—Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

— Lincoln :  Match. 

— Mil  Jmay  :  Outing. 

— St.  Alban's  :  Prize  outing. 

— Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Cup  match. 

— Olive  Branch  :  Visit. 

— Piscitorial  Society :   Paper  by  Mr.  R.  B. 

Marston  on  "  Fishing  in  India." 
— Anchor  :  T.R.A.  conceit  and  presentation. 
— Covent  Garden  ;  Match  at  Twickenham. 
— Serapis  :  Lantern  lecture  by  "  Straw  Hat." 
— B.S.A.S  :  Special  meeting. 
— Greenwich  ;  Concert. 
— Golden  Barbel  :  Outing. 
— Bomore  :  Visit, 

— Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

— Queen's  Piscatorials  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

— Lychnobites  :  Outing. 

— Bomore  :  Match  at  Slough. 

— T.A.P.S.  :  River  keepers'  dinner. 

— Yarmouth  :  Smoking  concert. 

— Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 

— Bath  Anglers'  Association :  Smoking  concert. 

—Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  meeting. 


i^epotts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  io  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reportii  must 
reach  w.s  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Danstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Cll'b 
Report  "  outside  ev/velope. 


Anglers'  Association. — The  monthly  delegate  meet- 
ing will  take  placa  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  21,  at 
8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  Preservation  Week.— 
Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks, 
the  receipt  of  5s.  from  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A. 8. — B. 
Gui'rney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Ea.stern  District). — 
Tlie  next  return  visit  will  ba  to  the  West  Ham  Brothers, 
Coach  and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  on  Monday  next, 
Feb.  21.  There  is  a  large  <:lub-room  and  good  accommo- 
dation.   I  hop3  to  see  a  good  attendance. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Eastern  District,  No.  2) 
Visiting  List.— The  nest  return  visit  on  this  list  will 
take  place  at  the  Wenlock  A.S.,  held  at  the  Rydon  Arms, 
New  North-road,  on  Tues  lay,  Feb.  22 ;  Mr.  F.  Newton  in 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  at  the  piano.  I  hope  to 
see  all  the  clubs  on  the  lijt  represented  on  that  night  as  it 
will  be  my  last  visit. — F.  Thorlino. 

Anglers'  Association  (Socthern  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  at  the  AV^aggoners'  A.S.,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment,  S.E.,  on  Tuesday,  Marcli  1.— A.  Painter. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thank?,  the  receipt  of 
£2  4s.  9d.,  Forest  Gate  ;  £2  7a.  Gd.,  Stepney  A..S.,  from 
their  donation  boxes  ;  and  £1  6s.  8d.  collected  at  the 
Dalston  A.S.  smoking  cencert ;  £'l  lis.  6d.  was  also 
received  from  the  Park  A.S.  Three  applications  were 
entertained  on  Friday,  Feb.  11,  which  received  the  sum  of 
£17. — E.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  The  eleventh 
competition,  open  to  aU  anglers.  The  committee  met  on 
Friday,  the  11th,  when  same  important  items  were 
discussed,  and  th?  prize  list  added  to.  The  following  is  the 
list  of  prizes  up  to  date  promised  by  the  following  clubs 
and  gentlemen:  C.  A.  MedcaK,  Amicable  Brothers; 
J.  Levins,  Friendship;  C.  Neal,  Foley;  E.  Clarke, 
Allason  United  ;  W.  Black,  North  London;  H.  S.  Xorris, 
Foley  (for  the  largest  roach) ;  F.  Wilson,  Prince  of  Wales  ;' 
B.  Abrahams,  AUason  ITnitel ;  J.  Smith,  Bermondsey 
Brothers  ;  W.  H.  Shead,  Sociable  Brothers  ;  Good  Intent 
A.S. ;  Great  Northern  Brothers  A.S. ;  Amicable  Wal- 
tonians ;  C.  A.  Evansf  a  chub  rod  ;  Stevens,  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  St.  Margaret's;  Pitt,  the  Railway  Tavern,  St. 
Margaret's  ;  G.  H.  Wood,  Hoxton  Brothers ;  T.  Sower- 
butts,  Commercial-street.  Tha  Committee  will  meet  on 
Fridiy,  Feb.  2o,  at  Foresters'  Hall,  at  9.:50.— S.  Malky. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance  Tavern, 
Vassal-road,  Brixton,  S.W. — On  Feb.  1.3  we  had  a  good 
show  of  dace  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Lidbetter  landed  a 
trout  of  about  41b.  at  Datchet,  which  he  carefully  re- 
turned ;  this  i,s  the  second  trout  that  Mr.  Lidbetter  has 
taken  this  year. — W.  Eyke. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Dulsre  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. 
— The  following  weighed  in  from  the  Thames  on  Feb.  13  : 
Ben  Abrahams,  41b.  lO^oz.  roach  and  dace  ;  G.  Blades, 
roach;  H.  Slack,  roach;  H.  Smith  also  had  roach.  Our 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Concert  prora''s3s  to  Ije  well  supported 
on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  22.  Several  of  the  district  societies 
have  arranged  to  close  their  business  early,  and  come  in 
force  to  the  Allason  Unite!  Brothsrs.  Mr.  J.  W.  Harris 
will  occupy  the  chair,  faced  by  H.  Challen.  Over  thirty 
artists,  including  the  strin?  band  of  mandolines,  violin, 
and  concertina.  Mr.  P.  PhUlips  will  preside  at  the  piano- 
forte, assisted  by  Mr.  W.  Vincent.  Doors  open  at  8  p.m., 
commence  at  8.30. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields. — Oh  Feb.  13  Mr.  Hall 
weighed-in  dice.  On  Feb.  1.5  the  benefit  to  Mr.  Dyer 
passed  off  successfully.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
in  force  cn  Feb.  20.— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun 
Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Feb.  6  only  two  of  cur  members  succeeded  in  weighing- 
in  roach  and  dace,  Mr.  Shury  and  Hutchingson.  Among 
Mr.  Shury's  was  a  roach  up  to  lib.  3|oz.  On  Feb.  13  we 
had  a  much  better  show  of  fish  ;  Mr.  G.  Watling,  roach 
and  dace,  91b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Hulme,  roac'a,  dace,  and  perch, 
71b.  ooz. ;  Mr.  Milieu,  roach  and  dace,  (ilb.  looz. ;  Mr. 
Lambarth,  roach  and  dace,  .jlb.  14oz, ,  largest  dace  S^oz. 
On  our  last  meeting  night  we  voted  a  piize  for  the  forth- 
coming competition  in  the  Lea  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  funds. 
— A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — Sport  was  very  poor  on  Feb.  13, 
only  one  member  weighiug-iu,  Mr.  T.  Bowling,  roach  and 
chub.  The  remaining  three  prizes  can  be  fished  for  on 
Feb.  20  ;  roving;  go  where  you  pleas 3.  A  special  meet- 
ing is  summoned  tor  Feb.  23  to  consider  fome  important 
business. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Anchor  Pishing  Society,  Druid's  Head,  Market- 
place, Kingston. — The  quarterly  meeting  of  this  society 
was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Tuesday  evening.  1  he 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.R.  Richardson.  It  was  proposed 
that  a  supper  be  held  on  March  1,  to  be  f  jllowed  by  a 
smoking  concert,  at  which  gathering  a  presentation  wiU  be 
made  to  Mr.  R.  Howse.  A  roach  competition  will  be  he'd 
on  March  13. — J.  Hexwood. 

Battersea  Priendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— The  winners  n 
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inalcli  on  Feb.  lo  wore  Messrs.  Austy,  first ;  W.  Thomas, 
second  ;  and  Addison,  third.  Also  weighed-iu  :  Messrs. 
Newman,  Phillips,  Wilson,  J.  Guy,  and  Irpland.  Mr.  W. 
Thomas  landed  a  trout  of  31b.  at  Eeading,  which  he 
immediately  returned.  The  next  match  will  take  plac3  on 
Feb.  2r,  at  Great  Marlow,  pegged  down,  for  a  valuable 
etching  and  other  prizes. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Fiscatorials,  Winstardey  Arms,  Clapham 
Junction,  S.W.  —  Since  my  last  report  few  of  our 
members  bav^  been  out.  On  Feb.  13  Mr.  Tringham 
weighed-in  j  lok.  On  the  20th  we  fisli  a  match  at  Shepper- 
ton,  from  lock  to  Chertsi'y  Bridg«  ;  tow-pith  only;  to  go 
by  the  8.5  a.m.  from  Clipham  Junction,  and  return  by 
the  8.5  p.m.  from  Shepperton. — T.  Tringham. 

Blactwater  Angling  Society,  Welcome  Sailor 
Inn,  Maldon,  Essex. — The  next  outing  of  the  above  will 
be  on  Feb.  20,  at  Hatfield,  for  four  prizes.  Brake  will 
leave  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  at  9  a.m. — B.  Borkham. 

Sloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  Our  quarterly 
peg-down  match  took  place  on  Feb.  13,  at  Cookham,  the 
result  of  which  was  as  follows  :  Messrs.  T.  Davis,  first  ; 
D.  Rich,  second ;  J.Windsor,  third;  J,  Young,  fourth; 
all  with  roach.  The  following  also  weighed-in  ;  Messrs. 
W.  Bray  and  T.  Paternoster,  roach  ;  J.  Boach,  roach  and 
perch,  31b.  3ioz. — T.  Paternostee. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Notting  HiU. — On  Feb.  13  the  following  weighed-in  ; 
Messrs.  Cowen,  jack  and  perch ;  G .  Love,  roach  ;  P. 
Harley,  roach,  from  Di'ayton.  We  have  arranged  a  sweep- 
stake outing  for  money  prizes,  which  takes  place  on 
March  13,  from  Langley  to  Slow  Basin  ;  two  rods  allowed  ; 
catch  or  take  live  baits  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  except  eels,  pope, 
and  minnows.  Will  members  wishing  to  join  this  com- 
jietition  attend  next  meeting  night  as  the  club  closes  at 
y  p.m.,  on  this  occasion  members  attending  Ben  Abra- 
ham's smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  ? — H. 
Dagworthy. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. 
—On  Jan.  2,  Mr.  H.  .lame,  jack,  31b.  8oz. ;  E.  Canton, 
roach.  On  Jan.  Ifi,  E.  Canton,  roach  and  chub,  largest 
chub  21b.  13-|oz.  Jan.  23,  C.  Smith,  roach,  31b.  12oz. ;  E. 
Canton  also  roach.  On  the  30th,  J.  Maynard,  jack  and 
roach,  largest  jack  and  pretty  fish,  71b.  3|oz. ;  H.  Jams 
also  jack  31b,  8|oz.  J.  Maynard  was  the  winner  of  our 
gro.ss  weight  prize  for  January.  On  Feb.  0  Mr.  Pells 
weighed-in  I  Jlb.  of  jack.  On  the  13th  we  fished  a  roving 
match  at  Marlow  for  four  prizes,  the  first  avery  handsome 
pair  of  goblets  give  by  onr  landlord,  Mr.  Goodchild  ;  won 
by  H.  C.  Canton  ;  second,  C.  Smith ;  third,  H.  Canton  ; 
fourth,  H.  Tame.— H.  T. 

Burlington  Fiscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lington-road, W. — A  roving  match  will  take  place  on 
Feb.  20  for  three  prizes ;  punts  allowed ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ; 
Result  of  last  week's  match:  T.  Saunders,  first;  T. 
Greenslade,  second.  The  following  also  had  fish  :  Messrs. 
W.  Baker,  E.  George,  C.  Revill,  P.  Talbot,  and  Dr. 
Duke. — P.  Lavington. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.— On  Feb.  13  Messrs.  French  weighed-in 
two  jack  ;  Elliott,  jack  ;  R.  Hubbard,  roach ;  and  Macken, 
roach.  Several  others  ware  out,  but  were  unsuccjssful. — 
P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — Our  jack  fishing  competition 
took  p^ace  on  the  13th,  at  Bourne  End,  Messrs.  Adams 
and  Stains  being  first  and  second,  Mr.  Galloway  having 
also  a  jack  of  51b.  8oz. ,  but  was  not  in  the  match.  Mr. 
Marshall  nlso  had  a  show  of  roach.  Our  club-room  was 
crowded  on  Monday  last,  when  a  collection  was  made  on 
behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  a  most  enjoyable  evening  baing 
spent. — M. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.  —  Several 
members  fished  at  Burnt  Mill  for  lapsed  prizes  cn  Feb.  13, 
but  none  were  taken.  We  fish  for  the  remaining  five 
prizes;  roving;  any  waters  (private  waters  barred).  I 
hope  members  will  not  forget  the  return  visit  to  the  West 
Ham  Brothers  A.S.  on  Feb.  21. — 0.  Jones. 

Central  Association  of  Iiondon  Angling  Clubs. 
The  official  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Walham  Green  and 
Chelsea  A.S.,  held  at  the  Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W., 
on  Monday  next,  2l8t  iust.  This  one  of  the  best  visiting 
clubs  on  the  list,  therefore  deserves  to  be  well  supported. 
Mr.  W.  J.  W£.d3  will  occupy  the  chair. — C.  Watltnc;. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  Feb.  13  Mr.  A.  Ward  had  41b.  IJoz.  dace,  from  the 
Thames.  I  hope  members  will  not  forget  our  match  on 
the  27th  inst.,  at  Wrajsbury.  Secretaries  please  note 
that  all  communications  in  fi.ture  be  addressed  to  above 
address  — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
Iiist. — A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  ()aeen's 
Fiscatorials  on  Tuesday  evening, -Mr.  Bob  Maishal  in  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Holden.  The  following  eight  societies 
were  represented,  viz..  Great  Northern  Brothers,  Lincoln, 
Eustonians,  Camden,  Royal  George,  Foley,  Qaeen's 
Hisoatorials,  and  Prince  of  Wales.  The  next  vi.-it  will  be 
to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers,  Robin  Hood,  South- 
ampton-street, King's  Cross;  date  later  on. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Feb.  10  Mr. 
Osment  we'ghed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach.  The  concert 
that  was  to  tike  place  on  Monday  next,  on  behalf  of 
Brother  Hunt,  is  unavoidably  p  sbponed  through  serious 
ilIn9E8.    Further  date  will  be  announced. — E.  J.  M. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. —  Our  next 
monthly  prize  outing  will  be  at  Datchet  on  Feb.  27,  two 
rods ;  usual  conditions.    On  Feb.  13  Mr.  W.  Beames 


weighed. in  specimen  chub,  31b.  I4OZ. ;  Mr.  Ford,  three 
chub  ;  Mr.  Downes,  thirty  roach  and  dace  ;  also  weighed- 
in,  Messrs.  Ball  and  Turner,  roach,  daoe,  &c. — W.  Asii. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester- 
row,  Westminster,  S.W. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  Feb.  13,  when  the  following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  H. 
Sh-^ekey,  roac'i  ;  Mr.  J.  White,  roach  and  dace;  Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith,  dace.— J  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms.  Long  Acre,  W.C. — During  the  week  Mr.  R.  Jacobs 
and  Mr.  L.  Solomons  weighed-in  soma  fine  roaoh  and 
dace.  Oar  next  outing  will  take  place  at  Twickenham,  on 
March  1,  in  punts.  Pike  barred;  train  leaves  Waterloo 
10.50.— R.  Jacobs. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C. — Since  last 
report  our  trays  have  been  well  filled.  Messrs.  Norris 
and  Sherwood  have  been  well  among  the  roach.  In  onr 
Walton  competition,  Mr.  Chandler  took  first  prize;  H. 
Wright,  second;  and  C.  Glover,  thiid.  Will  members 
attend  early  on  Wednesday  next,  to  decide  date  for  our 
proposed  A.B.  concert.  I  have  been  promised  the  fcervicas 
of  many  popular  artistes,  who  will  do  their  best  to  ma;ke  a 
very  enjoyable  evening  of  it.- — G.  IT.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Browhlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Feb.  13  eeveral  members 
competed  at  Ware  for  four  special  prizes,  result :  Mr.  E. 
Wi^d.  first;  C.  Pocock,  Eccoud ;  A.  Wild,  third;  and 
S.  Wood,  fourth.  Membeis  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  22,  important.  Mr.  W.  Thompson  weighed- 
in  some  very  nice  ro.ich  and  dace  from  other  waters. — 
S.  Maley. 

Dibflin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Only  one  member  woighed- 
iii  on  Feb.  13,  Captain  Elton,  nice  jack.  All  members 
kindly  forward  subscription  cards  to  headquarters  for 
inspectijn  by  officers.  Good  meeting  on  Wednesday  last. 
Business  and  harmony.  Mr.  Brag  occupied  the  chair. — 
W.  Brock. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-road, 
Tottenham. — Several  of  our  members  have  been  out 
recently  with  fair  success.  Messrs.  F.  Reed,  H.  Holden, 
G.  Bayntoi),  and  W.  H.  Tuck  have  shown  in  jack  ;  Mr.  T. 
Barlow,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  W.  S.  Pries, roach (lieaviest, 
lib.  2|oz.)  ;  also  a  tench  weighing  lib.  13oz. — W,  S. 
Prk  E. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— The  outing  on  Feb.  13  resulted  in  the 
first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Gathercole,  who 
weighed-in  a  nice  perch  of  lib.  9oz.  Mr.  F.  Mathews  has 
also  been  among  the  perch  lately,  and  weighed-ia  a  speci- 
men of  21b.  4oz.  Both  the  above  fish  have  been  sent  to 
Messrs.  Cooper's  to  be  presjrved.  We  have  arranged  for 
another  outing  on  Feb.  20,  at  Chertsey.  Train  leaves 
Clapham  Junction  at  8.40  a.m.    .All  fish  to  weigh. — A.  T. 

Pirm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — Wo  had  a  very  few  members 
out  on  13th  inst.,  but  Mr.  C.  Hosser,  T.  Rosser,  and  A. 
Ro.iser  had  a  very  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  from  the 
tidal  waters.  I  hope  the  membor.s  will  please  show  up  in 
good  numbers  next  meeting  night,  and  quirtei'ly  night  will 
be  March  Ct,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present  to 
clear  the  boiks.— T.  Rosshr. 

Porest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate.— On  Feb.  12,  Mr.  Mendham 
weighed-in  roach  and  on  the  13th  Mr.  Head  caught  jack. 
Tackle  to  the  value  of  6s.  will  be  given  to  the  member  who 
best  attends  on  weekly  meeting  nights  each  three  months 
of  the  year.  In  case  of  a  tie,  the  prize  will  ba  fished  for  by 
the  winning  members. — O.  S.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
Feb.  13  we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish.  Messrs.  Ellins, 
Glaigter,  Fowler,  Verity,  Fowler,  Chapman,  and  Lawford 
weighing-in  roach  and  dace  ;  total,  r)21b.  On  the  15th 
Messrs.  Bourlet  and  Glaister  weighed-in  roach  and  dace. 
A  mistake  was  made  in  last  week's  report.  The  Tuesday 
outing  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next,  and  the  other  on 
March  (>. — B.  LawfORD. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— On  Feb.  13,  the  members 
fished  for  seven  prizes  at  St.  Margaret's,  but  only  four 
were  taken.  The  remainder  will  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  20, 
members  to  go  where  they  like  in  the  Lea.  Messrs.  May- 
bury  and  Thompson  lironght  in  roach.  Darby  some  nice 
jack,  and  J.  Hanson  a  ^ood  dace  from  the  Lea.  Our 
supper  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  22,  when  we 
expect  a  large  company. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.  —  On 
Feb.  13  the  following  weighed-in  some  good  roach  and 
dace  ;  H.  Dutton,  one  roach,  lib.  5oz.  ;  J.  Osborne, 
J.  Francis,  C.  Watling,  one  daoe,  Ojoz.  ;  J.  Watling', 
C.  Large,  and  J,  Collier.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich,  S.E. — At  our  meeting  to-night 
several  members  gave  their  fishing  experiences.  Mr. 
Church,  at  Brandon,  six  pike,  about  Olb.  each  ;  Mr. 
Steer,  at  Selham,  afewrcaih  ;  Mr,  Young,  at  Kelvedon, 
four  fine  roach,  nearly  lib.  each.     Our  last  smoking 


"What  cannot  be  C'Ln(i;ii  must  be  En'duheu"  need  not  be 
said  to  those  who  suffer  from  the  effects  of  bail  legs,  scorbutic 
and  scrofalous  sores,  as  Holloway's  Ointment  and  Pills  are 
splendid  spcciBcs  for  these  distressing  afflictions.  The  earaest 
gratitude  of  thoupands  who  have  e.xperienced  the  wonderful 
inlluerce  of  th:se  remedies,  so  that  they  have  been  raised  from  a 
position  of  prostrate  helplessness  to  one  of  independence  and 
comfort,  is  being  coustantly  expressed,  both  personally  and  by 
letter.  Their  value  is  known  throughout  the  world  for  every 
form  of  disease,  in  cases  of  indigestion,  ague,  fevers,  and  dis- 
orders of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  the  pills  are  an  infallible 
remedy.  For  gout,  rheumatics.  ne\ira)gia,  >*ce.,  the  Ointment  is  a 
blessing  to  thousands  of  poor  sufferers. 


concert  of  the  season  will  take  place  on  March  2,  under  the 
charge  of  Messrs.  trortou  and  Hopkins,  and  an  excellent 
programme  is  arranged.  Members  of  angling  clubs  are 
especially  invited.  Our  president,  fl.  II.  Dowsett,  will 
take  the  chair  at  8.15  p.m.  prompt. — J.  Dryden. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Biick-lane,  Bethnal  Green.  —  Our  smoking  concert  on 
Feb  14  was  a  success,  there  being  a  sum  of  £1  IBs.  Gd.  in 
the  boxes.  Phase  do  not  forget  Feb.  20.  Our  pegg^d- 
down  match  will  take  place  between  Ware  Lock  aid 
Engine  House  ;  start  fishing  at  10  30,  leave  o&  at  5.30, 
and  show  fish  011  Ware  Bridge  at  6.15.— C.  S.mith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  N. — Mr.  S.  Stone  weighed  in  171b.  Goz. 
of  jaik ;  and  J.  Parsons,  {.erch  and  roach  on  the  16th. 
Don't  forget  the  reading  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  next 
Wednesday,  8.30  sharp.  Friends  of  members  will  be 
made  welcome. — B.  W. 

Eoston  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — The  members  com- 
peted for  special  prizes  on  Feb.  13,  at  Henley,  only  five 
were  taken— J.  Huntley,  first;  A.  Hattemore,  second. 
On  the  20th  inst.  we  will  fish  at  Ware.— Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling;  Society,  Myddletou 
Arms,  Canonbury-road-i—The-foUowing  weighed-in  on  Feb. 
13  :  Mr.  fUoker,  dac3 ;  Mr.  Boys,  roach,  largest  lib.  3|oz.  ; 
Mr.  Burwash,  roach  and  dace.  The  concert  for  the 
T.A.P.S.  and  Re-stocking  Fund  takes  place  on  Tuesday 
next,  22nd,  when  I  hope  to  have  a  good  roomful. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.— On  Wednesclay 
evening  last  the  members  and  friends  had  a  supper,  which 
was  served  up  in  a  very  nice  manner  by  Mr.  R.  Walker. 
Mr.  C.  Ilayward  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  H.  Bugler 
the  vice.  After  the  cloth  was  cleared  the  company  went 
in  for  harmony,  many  capital  songs  being  sung  by  Messi  s. 
R.  Norman,  F.  Courtney,  H.  Little,  Worthy,  J.  Hackett, 
W.  Lambert,  J.  W.  Dabbs,  H.  Lawrence,  J.  W.  Stacey, 
R.  Butt,  and  others.  The  usual  votes  of  thanks  concluded 
a  very  pleasant  evening.  There  were  three  prizes  com- 
peted for  on  Feb.  13  ;  only  one  was  taken,  Mr.  C.  Hay  ward 
being  the  winner. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— We  fish  our 
next  match  at  Egham  on  Feb.  20  for  various  prizes  ;  all  to 
start  by  the  first  train  from  Waterloo  Station  ;  under  the 
usual  conditions;  two  rods  allowed;  no  live  bait  to  be 
taken  down  ;  all  lish  to  weigh-in. — G.  Edwartis. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N.— On  Feb.  10  the  following 
weighed-iu:  Mr.  Cook,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  White, 
bream  ;  Mr.  Bowley  and  Bowdrey,  roach.  A  match  will 
take  place  on  Feb.  27,  which  will  be  the  last  of  the  season  ; 
we  have  a  good  number  of  prizes  for  this  outing. 
Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night.— W.  Watmng_. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— No  home  fishing 
has  come  to  my  knowledge  this  week.  A  friend  writes  : 
"I  was  down  at  Llanymyne^h  last  week-end,  and  had  a 
day  amongst  the  pike,  landing  six  fish  and  losing  another 
half  dozen.  They  appear  to  be  fairly  on  the  run,  and  the 
stream  (\^yrnwy)  is  now  in  good  order,  the  snow  water 
having  apparently  ran  off  again.  The  grayling  fishing  is 
about  over  for  this  season,  but  things  generally  look  rosy 
so  far  as  the  coming  trout  season  is  concerned.  I  think  I 
shall  run  up  to  Langholm  again  to  have  a  day  or  two's 
salmon  fishing,  as  a  friend  has  sent  me  an  invitation.  It 
is  reported  from  a  generally  well  informed  quarter  that 
Mr.  Somerset  will  soon  give  up  his  fishing  in  the  Yyrnwy 
and  Tanat  at  Llanymynech." — R.  Wooleali.. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C. — Atour  I'ebruary  competition  at  Colnbrook,  on 
Saturday  last,  the  first  Tprize  was  won  by  Mr.  F.  Whittle, 
with  a  12J0Z.  roach.  Two  other  prizes  offered  for  com- 
petition were  not  taken.  Next  outing  Itfarch  12  and  13. — 
J.  E.  Gkiffith. 

Maldon  and  Hey  bridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— Some  members  were 
out  on  Feb.  12,  and  secured  a  few  roach.  Mr.  F.  Keen, 
two  pike.  On  the  13th  inst.  some  good  takes  of  roach 
were  had  by  London  anglers,  and  the  following  were  most 
suco3ssfal  :  Messrs.  W.  Woodford,  G.  Chamberlain,  H. 
Mills,  Hamilton,  and  Jones.  One  of  the  most  successful 
smoking  ODncerts  ever  held  in  connection  with  the  above 
society  took  place  on  Feb.  12,  at  the  Half  Moon  Inn,  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  G.  Chamberlain,  and  supported 
in  the  vice  chair  by  Mr.  S.  Vines.  Some  excellent  songs 
were  well  rendered,  also  recitations,  &o.  The  next  smoking 
concert  will  take  place  on  Feb.  26  at  th3  White  Hart  Inn. 
Friends  invited. — F.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park.  N.— Our  trip  to  St.  Neot's  proved  most  enjoy- 
al)le,  and  though  the  fish  taken  were  small  there  were 
pknty  of  thsm— roach,  jack,  and  chub  forming  the  bulk. 
We  are  ariangicg  another  outing  for  Feb.  27  up  the 
Thames,  all  details  to  be  settled  at  our  meeting  next 
Tuesday.  Being  so  near  the  end  of  the  season,  I  trust  all 
members  will  do  their  test  to  attend  and  make  this,  the 
last  outing,  also  the  most  successful  one.  We  have  still  a 
lot  of  fish  to  catch  to  bring  our  a\erage  up  to  its  usual 
standard  of  excellence. — A.  S.  Hendon. 

North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Feb.  13, 
the  followisg  weighed  in:  J.  Eaton,  H.  Hart,  G.  Mill- 
ward,  and  C.  Di-awbridge.  On  Feb.  16th  C.  Lamb,  sen., 
and  W,  Jetton,  jun.,  had  a  nice  take  of  specimen  roach. 
On  Feb.  20,  outing  to  Witham,  first  train.— A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.— On  Feb.  13  the  following  members 
weighed-in:  H.  Stretch,  bream;  W.  Stretch,  bream  and 
dace  ;  H.  Pink,  bream.  On  Feb.  20  we  fish  for  five  prizes ; 
roving;  any  water;  private  waters  barred;  not  to  start 
till  morning  of  match.— H.  Stretch. 
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Olive  Branch  Angling  Society,  Park  -  lane, 
Tottenham. — Xext  return  visit,  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on 
Monday,  Feb.  28.  Hope  to  see  members  of  other  cluba 
turn  up  in  strong  numbers. — W.  Feankhn. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  Carlisle- 
street.  Westminsi-.er-road. — The  next  outing  takes  place  at 
Bye  House  oa  Feb.  20,  for  money  prizes  and  the  silver  cup 
given  by  3Ir.  G.  D.iy,  jan. — A.  Holbkow. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green —On  Feb.  1-3  Mr.  Mors- 
ton  weighed-in  a  Clb.  3|oz.  jack  ;  Mr.  J.  Merrick,  6Ib.  lOoz. 
roach;  Mr.  S.  Orrow,  31b.  roach;  Mr.  W.  Poire,  roach 
and  perch.  Our  first  Bohemiin  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  was  a  great  success,  and  the  box  was  well 
supported.  The  following  contributed  to  the  evening's 
entertainment:  Mrs.  Moreton,  Messrs.  Fi-ank  Newton, 
J.  Slade,  Johnson,  Musgrave,  H.  Mills,  HenBjy,  W. 
Midson,  A.  Downs,  Carr,  and  A.  Melvern.  We  hope  to 
hold  another  concert  early  in  March.  Our  annual  Supper 
takes  plice  on  Feb.  22. — E.  Brocketi. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
George  the  Fourth,  GosweU-road.^On  Feb.  10  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in  :  Mr.  Hill,  chub,  and  aharbel  cf  4|lb.  ;  Mr. 
Clark,  chub,  roach,  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Crisp,  roach;  and  Mr. 
Isaacs,  roach. — A.  Hill. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Fancras- 
road,  N.TV. — On  Feb.  9  Mr.  Clark  weighed-in  a  jack  from 
the  Thames,  71b.  2oz.  We  uiide  another  new  member 
this  week. — E.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Chnrch-street,  Edgware-road. — On  Feb.  13  Jlr. 
Davis  weighed-in  three  more  jack  ;  Mr.  Crowley,  a  fine 
show  of  roach ;  and  Mr.  Haynes,  roach  and  dace.  At  our 
benefit  concert  on  Monday  last  there  was  a  good  variety 
of  songs  rendered,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thaniing 
the  following  societies  for  the  support  given  to  us  : 
Cobden  A.S.,  Camden  A  S.,  and  the  Koyal  George,  not 
forgetting  handsome  donation  given  by  Host  Kennedy,  of 
the  Harcourt  Arms,  who  has  again  proved  his  generosity 
to  the  distressed  angler. — W.  B: 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Harcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street. — We  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  on 
Feb.  13  (jack,  chub,  roach,  and  dace).  1  am  sorry  to  see 
that  the  members  do  not  respond  to  call,  so  they  must  not 
grumble  at  what  is  done  in  their  absence.  We  saw  one  of 
our  members  off  for  South  Africa  cu  Monday  last.  He 
said  that  if  there  were  any  fiah  to  be  caught  he  would  tell 
us  all  about  it. — A.  E.  Paykk. 

Soyal  Seorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Feb.  13  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  Webber,  Pope,  and  Bardot.  Mr.  Bmrell  has 
been  proposed  as  an  honorary  member,  and  will  be  put 
forward  next  meeting  night  for  membership. — J.  Gibboxs. 

Ooyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow.— The  following  is  the  result  of  our 
prize  outing  on  Feb.  13:  Mr.  J.  Toye,  perch,  firat ;  Mr. 
W.  Tissaaw,  perch,  second.  On  Feb,  15  Mr.  Schulz 
weighed-in  a  jack  of  yib.  12|iz.,  also  one  21b.  Soz.— F. 

PiGNATELLI. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Bising  Son, 
Prince's-road,  Kennington  Cross. — On  Feb.  13  several 
members  were  at  Pnlborough.  Mr.  E.  Leighton  had  bream 
and  roach ;  A.  Morrell,  roach  and  dace.  Our  February 
competition  wDl  take  place  on  Feb.  27,  for  six  prizes ; 
roving;  all  to  start  on  the  morning. — H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— On  Feb.  9  Mr.  Whitby 
was  proposed  as  a  working  member.  On  the  13th  we 
had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  bream  by 
Messrs.  Buck,  Johnson,  and  Musgtave.  Members  are 
reminded  that  March  9  will  be  quarterly  night,  and  end  of 
the  season. — F.  Thoelixg. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maideu-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Feb.  13  Mr.  Smith  had 
roach  and  chub  ;  Mr.  Fletcher,  dace  ;  and  Mr.  Duckworth, 
perch  and  dace. — Pelh  ax. 

Sonth  London  United  Anglers'  ^'isiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  at  the 
Waggoners  A.S.,  White  Lion,  Albert  Embankment,  S.E., 
on  Tuesday,  March  1. — Alk.  Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
rcad.  Stepney. — On  Feb.  13,  the  following  weighed  in ; 
Messrs.  W.  Morgan,  roach  and  dace  ;  J.  Shum,  roach  and 
dace;  W.Woodford,  roach;  G.  Chamberlain,  roach:  11. 
Hiixell ,  pen  h  ;  C.  Ehren,  perch.  Will  sec  retaries  please 
forward  on  tic  kets  not  sold  l  or  Mr.  W.  Smith's  benefit  r — 
W.  Woodford. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — The  competition 
for  club  prizes  wiU  take  place  at  Woking  on  Feb.  2;i,  all 
to  start  first  train  on  the  moruing  (cot  Saturday).  All 
fish  to  weigh.  In  addition  to  the  Clab  prizes,  Messrs.  H. 
Burnham  otl'era  a  prize  of  one  bushel  of  flour  for  the 
heaviest  roach  ;  and  Jib.  ol  tobacco,  heaviest  gudgeon ;  C. 
Kavenhill,  Jib.  of  tobacjcjofor  heaviest  perch;  and  Mr.  J. 
Gibbs,  2;.  6d.  for  the  heaviest  fish  taken. — E.  Jennixg;;. 

Victoria  Angling  Society,  Victoria  Inn,  Victoria- 
Street,  Blackpool. — At  our  last  meeting,  Mr.  W.  Newman, 
the  vice-president,  gave  a  very  pleasing,  instructive,  and 
entertaining  lecture  on  the  subject  of  "  Fish  Culture." 
The'  lecturer  illustrated  all  the  various  ways  of  the  breed- 
ing of  freshwater  fish,  both  by  the  natural  and  artificial 
procesa.  The  lecture  was  well  illustrated  by  fifty  plates  of 
various  specimens  of  fish. — W.  Turner. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Feb.  13  W.  Davis  weighed-in  roach  andiask.  On  Feb.  20 
we  fish  our  outing.  Start  from  Padding"ton  8.40,  when  I 
hope  to  see  all  members. — T.  Austin. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment.— We  fished  a  match  on  Feb.  13  with  the 
following  result  :  Messrs.  Clegg,  firat,  roach  ;  Brookinan, 


second,  roich  and  dace  ;  Allan,  third,  dace;  J.  Clayton, 
fourth  ;  G.  Clayton,  fifth.  Members  in  arrears  are 
requested  to  clear  the  books  at  their  earliest  convenience, 
and  oblige — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  BuU,  Fulham-road,  S.W.—On  Feb.  _  13  wo  had  a 
blank.  Our  visit  cn  the  Central  Afsiciation  List  takes 
place  on  Monday,  Feb.  21,  when  Mr.  Wade  will  take  the 
chair.  All  anglers  and  friends  are  cordially  invited.  We 
are  of  easy  access  ;  busses  from  all  parts  pass  the  door. 
L,S.W.  to  Chelsea  Station,  opposite  ;  District  and  Metro- 
politan to  Walham  Green,  one  minute. — C-  Wake. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crowr  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  Islington, 
N. — During  the  last  few  days  the  following  fish  have  been 
weighed-in  by  cur  members :  One  jack,  71b.  7oz. ;  one 
chub,  31b.  7oz. ;  two  takes  of  roach,  151b.  and  151b.  6oz. — 

M.  CUDDON. 

Walworth  Waltouiaus  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
An  open  competition  has  been  arranged  for  Feb.  20,  when 
two  prizes  will  be  competed  for.  Mr.  C.  Pearson  weighed- 
in  three  nice  jack  on  Wednesday  evening. — W.  Wray. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road. — Mr.  Mike  Brooks,  fishing  in  the  Ou5e, 
landed  five  very  fine  jack,  largest  51b. ;  gross  weight,  1911). 
F.  H.  Sparling  (president),  also  F.  Lioni,  jun.,  each  had 
some  very  nice  roach  from  the  Staines  district.  Our  leg 
of  mutton  supper  takes  place  next  Thursday,  24th  ;  a 
concert  follows  afterwards. — B.  Haynes. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  Feb.  13  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  S.  Newton,  roach ;  Mr.  Burling, 
roach  ;  Mr.  Kettnujs,  perch.  On  Monday  night,  Feb.  21, 
is  our  return  visit,  when  I  hope  to  have  a  good  muster. 
Oar  monthly  meeting  is  on  Feb.  23. — R.  Lowther. 

Wimbledon  Fiscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road, 
Wimbledon. — At  Monday's  meeting  some  good  fish  were 
shown.  Mr.  Thain  had  on  view  a  fine  perch  from  the  Wey 
of  lib.  lOoz.,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  a  mixed  lot  of  fish — 
roach,  dace,  and,  chub— the  best  being  a  plump  chub  of 
21b.  8oz.,  caught  while  roaching,  on  a  4x  bottom  and  a 
No.  11  crystal  hook.  The  final  match  for  the  silver  cup 
comes  off  on  club  water  on  Feb.  27 ;  usual  train  and  con- 
ditions.— S.  Peskett. 

Witham  Angling  Society.— The  fourth  annual 
meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  at  the  Roman 
Catholic  School  Rooms,  on  Friday,  Feb.  11,  at  which 
there  was  a  fairly  good  attendance  of  members.  The 
aucountp,  showing  a  balance  in  hand  of  £12  8s.  "d  ,  were 
read  and  passed.  The  piizes  from  the  society  will  be 
uiven  on  same  terms  as  last  year,  with  an  additional  prize 
of  7s.  Od.  for  the  heaviest  dace  taken  with  a  fly  daring  the 
year.  Dr.  Payne  has  again  generously  offered  prizej  of 
£1  for  the  heaviest  roach  and  £1  for  the  heaviest  perch 
caught  between  June  10  and  the  end  of  Septembar.  These 
prizes  are  for  fish  caught  m  club  waters  only,  it  is  in- 
tended that  the  weeds  shall  be  cut  in  places,  and  that  a 
further  lot  of  fish  shall  be  placed  in  the  river  for  re-stook- 
icg.  The  Rev.  A.  Lucas  was  re-elected  president,  and 
Mr.  P.  C.  Dean  hon.  sec.  for  the  year. 

Yarmouth  and  Gorleston  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association. — This  newly  formed  associa- 
tion held  its  first  annual  meeting  at  the  headquarters, 
"  Steel's,"  Market-place,  on  Friday  in  last  week.  Mr. 
C.  G.  Baker  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good 
muster  of  members  pi-esent.  The  hon.  sec,  in  his  report, 
stated  that  there  was  a  small  balance  on  the  wrong  side, 
mainly  owing  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  promised  sub- 
scriptions towards  the  purchase  of  the  Jubilee  challenge 
trophy  had  not  been  received.  The  election  of  otficera  for 
1898  resulted  as  follows  ;  Chairman,  j\lr.  C.  G.  Baker 
(Yarmouth  Piscatorial)  ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Wright  (Gorleston  Piscatorial)  ;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr. 
H.  R.  Atkirs  (Yarmouth  Piscatorial)  ;  hon.  secre- 
tary, Mr.  E.  W.  Buckle  (Sons  of  Neptune)  ; 
auditors,  Mr.  G.  S.  N.  Wright  (Bowling  Green); 
and  Mr.  W.  Thompson  (Working  Men's).  With 
the  exception  of  the  last  named,  who  displaced  Mr.  A. 
Greene,  all  the  officers  were  re-elected,  and  votes  of  thanks 
were  passed  to  them  for  their  services  during  the  past 
year.  It  was  resolved  that  the  association  should  hold  a 
smoking  concert  on  March  18.  Mr.  Joseph  Steel  having 
intimated  that  he  could  not  accommodate  the  association 
any  longer,  owing  to  the  room  in  which  its  meetings  were 
held  being  wanted  for  other  purposes,  it  was  decided  that 
the  chairman  and  secretary  should  find  us  new  riuarters. 
Mr.  Steel  was  heartily  thanked  for  his  kindness  in  housing 
the  association  duriug  the  past  year.  The  secretary 
reported  that  as  a  token  of  respect  he  had  purchased  a 
wreath  on  their  behilf,  and  had  forwarded  it  to  the 
relatives  of  the  late  Mr.  G.  Bacon,  an  old  member  of  the 
Happy  Friends  AngHng  Society,  who  was  buried  on 
Wednesday  in  last  week, 


In  order  to  publish  the  Fishinrj  Gazette  in  time 
for  the  trade,  it  has  become  absolutely  necessary 
to  go  to  press  eai'ly  on  Friday  morning.  In 
future  copy  must  arrive,  addressed  '  Editor,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.G.,  "  not  later 
than  six  o'clock  on  Thtiraday  evening. 


■  Fancy  devouring  one's  second  course  at  dinner  abso- 
lutely uncoDked  Yet  that  is  what  our  ancestors  did,  very 
often,  as  late  as  the  fourteenth  century.  Dame  Juliana 
Berners,  whose  writings  date  from  about  400  years  ago, 
speaks  of  this  custom,  and  iacidentally  mentions  that  one 
if  our  English  fish,  the  barbel,  is  very  poisonous  if  eaten 
uncooked.  Certain  kinds  of  edible  fish  contain  a  poisonous 
substance  which  is  completely  destroyed  in  the  process  of 
cooking. 


MR.  WM.  SENIOR. 


We  are  very  glad  to  hear,  just  as  we  go  to 
Press,  that  Mr.  Senior  ia  getting  on  well.  Great 
regret  was  felt  at  his  absence  from  the  Fly 
Fishers'  dinner  through  an  attack  of  pleurisy. 


I  HAD  the  good  fortune  to  be  invited  to  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  held  in  the  Victoria  Hall 
of  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Feb.  16.  The  Maitiuia  of  Granby 
presided,  and,  as  our  columns  show  elsewhere,  made  a 
capital  speech.  The  tables  were  beautifully  decorated ; 
the  menu,  left  no  room  for  improvement  ;  the  wines  were 
of  the  highest  quality,  and,  with  such  a  company  of 
kindred  spirits  as  the  guests  who  were  present,  a  man  who 
could  not  enjoy  himself — well  I  he  would  indeed  be  hard  to 
please.  I  know  I  enjoyed  myself  immensely.  And  this 
is  what  we  had  for  dinner  : 

Menu. 
Mors  d'ceuvres  Vario?. 
Cruutc  au  Pot  Puree  Jackson. 
Turbot  Sauce  Homard. 
Whitebait. 
Ris  de  Yeau  aux  Points  d'Asperges. 
Croustades  de  Mauviettes  Peregaurdine. 
Ccjte  de  Bci-uf  Portugaise. 
Pommes  Nouvelles  Rissoh'es. 
Canard  Sauvage  Sauce  Porto. 
Salade. 
Charlotte  de  Pommes. 
Petite  Patisserie  Franc;aise. 
Asperges  Glacees,  Sauce  j\lousseline. 
1 'allies  au  Parmesan. 

Dessert. 
Cafe. 

>  »  t  *  <  ' 


Besides  having  a  good'dinner,  we  each  had  plenty  of 
room  in  which  to  eat  it,  and  this  is  how  the  tables  were 
arranged. 


Miss  Marie  Lloyd  has  written  to  say  that  there  is  no 
truth  in  the  reports  that  she  will  not  sing  at  the  Lychuo- 
bite  concert  in  aid  of  Mr.  Ormrod,  at  the  Champion  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  on  Saturday,  Feb.  19.  "  Wherever  I 
may  be  on  the  evening,  I  mean  to  come  and  sing  at  the 
Lychnobite  concert  as  I  promised,"  says  the  kind-hearted 
artiste.  So  all  you  boys  who  have  not  taken  your  tickets 
had  better  hurry  up  and  get  them,  and  show  your  appre- 
ciation of  the  kindness,  not  only  of  Miss  Lloyd,  but  of  the 
other  artistes  who  have  given  their  aarvices  in  the  good 
cuuse.    Ladies,  let  me  repeat,  are  specially  invited. 

 >»«■»<  

The  members  of  the  Southampton  Piscatorial  Society 
have  paid  me  a  double-barrelled  compliment — they  have 
made  me  an  hon.  member  of  their  go  ahead  nourishing 
society,  and  have  sent  me  an  invitation  to  their  dianer  on 
Feb.  23.  "Gentlemen,  I  likewise  bows,"  and  entirely 
reciprocating  the  kind  wishes  contained  in  your  hon. 
secretary's  letter  to  me,  hope  that  your  dinner  may  be  a 
grand  success,  and  that  your  society  will  go  on  .and 
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prosper.  I  can  only  regret  tliat  my  health  (or,  more 
properly  speaking,  ill  health)  will  prevent  my  joining  the 
festive  throng  on  Feb.  23. 

 >  »»♦ <  

Mr.  F.  G.  Bridkman's  paper  before  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday  evening  was 
an  admirable  one — well  thought  out,  well  delivered,  and 
attentively  listened  to.  Mr.  Horace  Brown  presided — 
and,  if  space  permitted,  you  should  have  his  "summing 
up."  For  my  own  part,  I  went  in  high  expactation  of 
listening  to  a  few  "  hair  raisers."  But,  no  ;  Mr. 
Bridgman  treated  the  "Veracity  of  the  Angler"  ciux 
ferieit.r,  and  completely  upset  me — although  I  must 
admit,  agreeably  so.  At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Bridgman's 
paper  saveral  present  (in  response  to  the  chairman's 
request)  criticised  it.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  spoke  of  the 
carp  coming  out  of  the  water  to  be  fed,  like  ducks  in  our 
parks.    Others  related  some  equally  rei'acious  stories. 


Then  someone  trotted  out  the  following  nuiunVii/.-; 
story  :  "A  party  of  gentlemen  caught  a  201b.  pike  in  the 
reserved  watens  of  the  Ballast  Pits  a  few  days  ago.  The 
catch  caused  some  excitement,  but  all  the  anglers  save  one 
returned  to  their  fishing.  That  one  man  suddenly  gave 
vent  to  a  cry  of  surprise.  He  declared  there  was  a  hard 
substance  inside  the  fish.  The  pike's  mouth  was  opened, 
and  the  observant  gentleman  who  had  remained  alone  with 
the  fish  pulled  out  a  bottle  of  Bass.  Consternation  was 
too  great  for  words,  and  the  anglers  stood  staring  at  the 
half-pint  bottle,  full  of  beer.  You  will  notice  where  that 
comma  comes  in  ? 


Me.  Beidgman,  in  reply,  said  he  wanted  his  hearers  to 
be  serious,  as  he  was  certainly  serious ;  but  he  supposed 
he  might  as  reasonably  expact  them  to  have  swallowed 
the  large  fish  that  ^could  not  be  caught.  In  continuation 
he  said:  "If  anglers  would  only  be  serious  sometimes. 
Of  course  I  mean  when  they  are  (uiglers,  avi  then  not 
only  when  they  have  lost  a  large  fish,  or  emptied  their 
spirit-flask — without  the  possibility  of  getting  any  more 
before  they  arrive  at  '  mine  host's '  —  there  might  be 
some  chance  of  their  defending  themselves  against  the 
charge  of  bearing  false  witness  against  their  neighbour,  or 
any  other  name  you  like  to  call  it.  Until  people  u-iU 
distinguish  between  mistakes  and  lies  it  is  no  use  anyone 
wasting  their  breath  or  ink  in  the  matter.  I  pointed  out 
many  mistakes  that  were  made,  and  explained  how  they 
arose  and  might  easily  be  converted  into  false  represen- 
tations, and  I  must  leave  it  to  anglers  themselves  to  prove 
or  disprove  my  contention." 

The  Maidstone  Council  recently  obtained  the  opinion 
of  Sir  E.  T.  Reid,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  Mr.  A.  Macmorran,  Q.C., 
and  Mr.  H.  Sutton  respecting  the  water  company's  liability 
in  regard  to  the  typhoid  outbreak  :  "  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  corporation  have  no  right  of  action  against  the 
company,  whatever  remedies  there  are  attached  to  the 
individual  persons  who  suffered.  If  the  water  supplied  to 
the  company  was  not  pure  and  wholesome,  any  person 
paying  water  rate  who  has  sustaiaed  damage  thereby  may 
recover  compensation.  If,  after  the  company  having 
supplied  to  their  pipes  pure  and  wholesome  water,  it  is 
polluted  without  any  fault  of  the  company,  then  we  do 
not  think  there  is  a  liability.  It  is  not  possible  with- 
out full  inquiry  as  to  facts  to  state  definitely  tlu  t 
the  epidemic  was  due  to  the  pollution  of  the  water  before 
entering  the  company's  pipes,  but  there  is  strong  evidence 
that  such  was  the  case.  It  is  only  in  the  case  of  persons 
whose  illness  was  directly  caused  by  the  polluted  water 
that  there  is  any  right  of  action.  Londoners  should  ask 
themselves  after  this  pronouncement  where  they  will  be 
when  the  many  shortcomings  of  some  London  water 
companies  have  brought  them  face  to  face  with  water 
famine  or  plague." 

"The  recent  disgraceful  state  of  the  Brent,  and  the 
fact  that  the  sanitary  authority  was  the  polluter  itself," 
says  the  Evening  Jfocs,  "  shows  the  necessity  for  the 
establishment  of  a  supreme  river  authority.  The  present 
system  is  very  bad,  and  a  constant  menace  to  the  public 
health." 

 >»♦•»<  

"It  is  rumoured,"  says  the  African  Criflc,  "that 
we  are  on  the  eve  of  more  fly-casting  championship 
competitions.  There  appear  from  time  to  time  in  the 
columns  of  the  angling  Press  fiery  challenges,  occa- 
sionally brightened  by  sallies  of  a  personal  nature, 
to  any  one  who  is  so  presumptuous  as  to  regard  him- 
self as  a  tip-top  fly-caster.  I  could  name,  at  any  rate, 
three  gentlemen  to  whom  tliia  '  friendly '  rivalry  is  the  salt 
of  life.  Asarule — I  do  not  question  it — the  competitions  are 
conducted  in  an  unimpeachable  manner,  and  the  umpiring 
of  the  editor  of  the  i'is/)  (■»;/  Qccettc  is  in  itself  sufficient 
guarantee  of  absolute  fairness,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned. 
But  whether  these  meetings,  even  considered  apart  from 
the  inelegant  and  disgusting  recriminations  to  which  they 
seem  inevitably  the  prelude,  are  of  any  benefit  to  angling 
in  general,  or  fly-fishing  in  particular,  is  a  question  on 
which  I  need  not  enter.    The  answer  is  too  obvious." 

"Why,  Janet,  how  weak  and  insipid  this  sauce  is  I 
Why  didn't  you  put  some  brandy  in  it?"  "Please, 
ma'am,  'cos  master  went  a-fishin'  this  morning." 


The  Maidenhead,  Cookham,  and  Bray  Thames  Angling 
Association  last  week  purchased  thirty-two  brace  of 
excellent  trout, Ijvarying  from  31b.  to  a  little  under  lib. 
each.  These  have  been  duly  transferred  by  Harry  Wilder 
(the  head  water  bailiff)  to  the  waters  of  the  association, 
and  promise  well  for  future  sport. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  21,  at 
the  Forester's  Hall.    Chair  taken  at  8.30. 

 ■ 

A  PIKE  of  221b.  was  taken  last  week  by  Mr.  Hall  from  a 
private  water  in  Kent.  The  fish  was  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, only  measuring  39iin.  in  length  ;  girth  20^in.  It  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss  for  preseivation. 


IsLip,  L.  I.,  Tuesday.— Mr.  H.  L.  Riley,  fish  kesper 
for  the  South  Side  Sportsman  Club,  at  Oakdale  (America), 
has  a  curiosity  in  the  form  of  a  young  trout  with  two 
heads.  Both  heads  are  perfectly  formed,  and  the  fish  is 
being  kept  in  a  separate  tank,  and  is  carefully  watched. 

'  Ah,"  said  the  salmon,  shudderingly,  as  he  slipped  back 
into  the  river,  "  I  really  feel  imcannii." 


^  "  The_ Thames  and  Lea,"  says  the  H'esfi/^n/i  Qnardian, 
"  are  losing  fish  year  by  year,  and  the  re-stocking  fund  of 
the  anglers'  clubs  is  ridiculously  small.  The  purification 
of  the  Lea  by  methods  approved  by  the  Conservancy  is  so 
complete  that  no  person  would  willingly  go  within  fifty 
yards  of  some  paits  of  this  limpid  stream.  As  the  fishers 
increase  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  Lea,  so  do  the  fishes 
diminish.  There  are  more  angleis  than  gudgeons.  The 
competition  for  the  last  gudgeon  will  be  keea." 

Some  wonderful  tales  of  the  conger-eel  are  to  hand. 
Recent  newspapers  contain  an  account  of  a  conger  taken 
in  Loch  Long.  The  eel  as  well  as  the  loch  was  long, 
eft.  lOJin.  long  in  fact,  and  weighed  1301b.  This  is  by  far 
the  largest  conger  ever  taken  in  Scotland,  and  an  eel  of 
this  size  may,  perhaps,  be  the  origin  of  the  wonderful 
sea  serpent  tale  which  came  from  the  "land  o'  cakes" 
a  short  time  ago. 
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MR.    HENRY    W.  LANE. 

There  are  few  better  known  faces  at  the  weekly 
meetings  of  the  B.S.A.S.  than  that  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Lane, 
whose  photograph,  by  Mr.  Arthur  Weston,  is  reproduced 
above.  Mr.  Lane  has  always  been  an  angler,  but  confesses 
that  he  prefers  salt  to  freshwater  fishing.  At  the  recent 
B.S.A.S.  competition  at  Deal  he  won  the  society's  silver 
medal  for  the  twenty-four  best  whiting,  and  would,  as  he 
humorously  puts  it,  have  won  the  gold  medal  only  his 
"  largest  fish  just  managed  to  escape  as  he  was  on  the 
point  of  landing  it."  A  similar  tale  of  angling  com- 
petitors has  been  heard  before  somewhere,  but  while 
congratulating  Mr.  Lane  on  the  success  he- did  achieve, 
he  undoubtedly  possesses  so  large  a  share  of  that  impor- 
tant virtue  of  the  true  angler,  "  the  hope  that  springs 
eternal,"  &o,,  that  it  will  not  content  him,  and  as  soon  as 
another  gold  medal  competition  takes  place,  will,  to  use  a 
sporting  expression,  "give  his  fellow  members  a  good  run 
for  their  money."  Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Lane  is  well 
known  and  much  respected  at  Deal  and  other  sea  angling 
resorts,  as  well  as  amongst  his  brother  anglers. 


The  London  United  Anglers'  Societies  eleventh  angling 
competition  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  and  Convalescent  Home  funds  will  take  place  on 
March  20  in  the  Lea  at  St.  Margai'tt's.  An  influential 
committee  has  been  formed  consisting  of  the  following 
gentlemen  :  Messrs.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  chairman;  S.  Malby, 
secretary;  R.  Ghurney,  treasurer;  G.  Manning,  E. 
Clarke,  S.  Jones,  G.  Norris,  F.  Vanhegan,  C.  Watling, 
H,  S.  Norris,  G.  Merry,  W.  H.  Shead,  W.  Black, 
J,  Levine,  C.  Roberts,  W.  J.  Wade,  J.  Gibbons,  J.  Smith, 
B.  Abrahams,  P.  Wilson,  R.  Murphy,  C.  Neal,  and 
F.  Thorling.  The  committee  meetings  will  be  held  at  the 
Foresters'  Hall,  E.C.,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Fridays  in 
the  month,  at  9,30  p.m.   Several  valuable  prizes  have 


already  been  received  and  offered,  and  the  committee  will 
be  glad  to  receive  more.  The  address  of  the  secretary 
(Mr.  S.  Malby)  is  9,  Canterbury -road.  Ball's  Pond-road, 
Islington,  N,   Fuller  particulars  will  appear  next  week. 

 >»»♦<  

The  variety  shows  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  will  be 
materially  changed  on  Monday,  the  new  "turns" 
including  some  vocalists  of  high  repute,  marvellous 
tumblers,  sensational  shooters,  clever  mimics,  and 
wonderful  bone  performers,  Finney,  the  sensational 
burning  sack  diver,  will  reappear  in  a  new  act,  after 
severe  illness.  The  Yachting  Exhibition  remains  open  to 
March  2nd.  The  txnks  are  now  looking  first  rate,  the 
re-stocking  having  reached  the  Arcadian  range,  and  all 
of  them  will  be  in  good  condition  for  the  "Fisheries," 
which  will  open  cn  the  8th  proximo. 



Thio  angling  fraternity  in  the  north  of  England  are  now 
becoming  alive  to  the  necessity  of  fish  culture  and  restock- 
ing depleted  waters  for  the  maintenance  and  improvement 
of  sport.  A  beginning  has  been  made  on  the  Coquet. 
On  Feb.  9  Mr.  T.  E.  Turner,  of  the  North  of  England 
Fishery,  Limited,  Barrasford,  travelled  to  Acklington 
with  brimming  fish  carriers  containing  the  famous  rainbow 
and /(Tin  trout  dtstined  for  various  parts  of  the  waters  of 
Mr.  J.  D.  Milburn  and  the  Northumberland  Angling  Club. 
The  visitors  present,  members  of  the  club,  and  the  Coquet 
committee  of  the  Northumberland  Anglers'  Federation, 
were  much  pleased  with  the  size  and  splendid  condition  of 
the  yearlings,  which  were  deposited  safely  in  their  new 
home  without  the  loss  of  a  single  fish. 


"As  the  salmon  season  advances,"  says  the  Daily 
Telegrapli,  "  further  signs  of  the  ravages  of  the  dreaded 
Saprolegn  ia  ferax  continue  to  show  themselves.  In  the 
Esk  and  Liddle  waters  large  numbers  of  big  fish  have  besn 
reinoved  and  buried.  Some  of  them  were  up  to  401b. 
weight.  In  some  cases  the  fish  were  completely  covered 
vvith  the  fungi,  and  rendered  blind.  They  can  be  seen  at 
times  tacking  from  one  bank  to  another,  feeling,  as  it 
were,  their  way  upstream.  As  soon  as  they  touch  a  rock 
or  stone,  or  other  projection,  they  turn  and  make  back. 
Others  lie  in  the  shallows,  hardly  able  to  move  even  when 
disturbed.  The  spawning  season  has  not  been  as  success- 
ful as  usual," 

 >»»♦<  

Further  efforts  are  about  to  be  made  for  the  more 
effective  preservation  and  regulation  of  the  Thames  fisheries. 
The  Reading  Angling  Society,  which  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century  past  has  taken  a  foremost  part  in  preservation 
work,  has  sent  out  a  proposition  to  the  upper  and  lower  river 
angling  associations  suggesting  a  conference,  to  be  held  in 
London.  No  date  has  yet  been  fixed,  but  the  forthcoming 
Fishery  E.xhibition  offers  an  adniirabls  opportunity  for 
such  a  gathering. 



^  I  SEE,  from  a  recent  issue  of  Spuft,  that  my  friend,  Mr. 
Enright,  of  Castleconnell,  has  other  claims  to  a  sportsman 
besides  his  great  fishing  reputation.  He  is,  I  learn,  a 
splendid  footballer— the  second  best  forward  Munster 
ever  produced.  Chacuii  a  son  goal  ;  I  must  say,  that  for 
my  part  I  prefer  fishing  to  football  ;  but  to  be  successful  in 
both  wants  doing. 


Thk  annual  dinner  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society 
takes  place  on  Tuesday  evening  next.  The  veteran  secre- 
tary, Mr.  R.  Murphy,  has  sent  me  a  kind  invite,  but  I  have 
been  obliged  reluctantly  to  decline,  as  I  am  not  a  bit  too 
strong  yet.  May  the  (members  and  friends  of  this  old- 
established  and  prosperous  fishing  club  have  a  pleasant 
evening  1 


AiN'OTHER  important  meeting  takes  place  in  the  west  of 
London  on  the  same  evening— a  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  "  Ben  "  says  he  has  some  splendid  talent  (there 
is  no  room  here  for  the  long  list  he  has  sent),  and  Host 
and  Hostess  Vincent  are  prepared  to  do  their  level  best  to 
make  everyone  present  happy,  I  might  add  that  this 
concert  is  under  the  auspices  of  the  Allason  United  A.S., 
and  will  be  held  at  their  headquarters,  Duke  of  Sussex, 
Notting  Hill  Gate.  "  Ben  "  asks  me  to  make  an  effort  to 
be  present,  but  1  told  him  they  would  have  a  big  crowd 
for  certain,  and  could  well  dispense  with  me  just  for  a 
little  longer, 

 >  ♦  »  4  <  

The  niceteenth  annual  dinner  of  the  Liverpool  Angling 
Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next, 
Feb.  24.  The  menu  cird  is  an  excellent  one,  and  the 
front  page — whoever  designed  it — is  a  work  of  art.  May 
good  digestion  wait  on  appetite,  good  Liverpudlians  I 


The  numerous  friends  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Hankins  (of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  and  hon.  sec.  of  the  Thames 
Re-stocking  Association)  will  deeply  regret  to  hear  that 
he  has  sustained  a  severe  blow  by  the  death,  on  Saturdsiy 
last  at  Kingston,  of  Miss  Margaret  Baker,  to  whom  he 
was  engaged  to  be  married. 

 >  ♦  »  ♦  <  

The  news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Palmer  has  just 
reached  me.  He  was  a  genial  and  excellent  sportsman, 
whose  success,  more  particularly  with  Thames  trout, 
earned  for  him  well  deserved  fame  in  outside  angling 
circles,  and  was  the  means  of  adding  most  important  and 
valuable  specimens  to  the  museum  of  his  society,  the 
Friendly  Anglers,  whose  sole  consolation  and  compensa- 
tion for  his  departure  is  based  on  the  knowledge  that  his 
two  sons,  who  also  march  under  the  Friendly  banner,  bid 
fair  to  follow  in  the  firm  and  true  sporting  footsteps  of 
their  lamented  parent.  Dragnet, 
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D.  SLATER, 

Manufacturer  of  all  kinds  of 

Fishing  Tackle, 

NEWARK-OW-TREWT. 

16ft.  Best  GEEENHEART 

SALMOf  EOD, 

Cork     Handle.    Double     Brazed,  best 
Universal  Winch  Fittings,  and  Two  Tops 
4:4:-. 


The  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries 
Acts,  1861  to  1892. 

UNSEASONABLE   and  TJyCLEAN"  SALMON. 

THE  FISHMONG-ERS'  COMPANY 

HEREBY  GIVE  PUBLIC  NOTICE 

That  all  CONSIGNORS,  CONSIGNEES,  RECEIVERS 
of,  and  DEALERS  in,  UNSEASONABLE  op  UNCLEAN 
SALMON  (.i.e.),  Mig-ratopy  Fish  of  the  Genus  Salmon, 
including  SEA  TROUT.  &c.,  eontpavening-  the  above- 
named  Aets  and  mope  paptieulaply  the  Act  entitled  "  The 
Salmon  and  Fpeshwatep  Fisheries  Act,  1892,"  will  be 
PROSECUTED  WITH  THE  UTMOST  RIGOUR  OF  THE 
LAW.  Infopmation  of  any  coatpavention  op  suspected 
contpavention  of  the  Acts  should  be  immediately  fop- 
wapded  to  the  undepsigned,  who  will,  if  desiped,  treat  the 
communication  as  confidential. 


lift.  Cork  Handle  GEEENHEART 

TROUT  ROD, 

Double  Bi-azed,  best  Universal  Winch  , 
Fittings,    2    Tops,    and    best  Finish, 

Q5 


July,  1897. 


(By  Order  J.    WHENCE  TOWSE, 

Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Fishmongers  LONDON. 


HIGHLY  RECOMMENDED   BY   MEDICAL  MEN. 


MOC-MAIN? 


WffiHTRUSS 


TROUT  OUTFIT.  | 

lift.  GREENHEART  ROD,  finished  j 
exactly  as  above,  21  -;  2jin.  best  Gun! 
Metal  REEL,  hardened  Steel  Works,  | 
14, 6  ;  and  40yds.  best  Waterproof  Line.  3,  6.  i 
Price  35'-. 


tations.  T)p9criptive  Circu- 
lar. Price  Lisf,  5'C.,  free. 
J.  WH:iTE&CO..La..IjOndon . 
228,  Piccidill.v  (first  floor). 
Two  doors  from  Havma-kot. 
-       .        ..  Est.  .'SO  ypars.  Female".\ttemiaiif. 

Ef  ware  of  interior  imitations.   NOT  sold  by  the  Stores  f.h-my  ^-  .Vory,  .Vr. 
Kindly  mi;ntion  this  JIagazinb. 


All  Dealers  should  send  for  my 
TRADE    LIST.     Largest  /VIanu= 
facturer    of  WOOD    REELS  in 
Great  Britain. 

PIKE.    PIKE.  PIKE. 

Anglers    wishing    to  have   their  Pike 
Preserved  and  Mounted  in  first-class  style 
should  send  them  direct  to  ' 

F.  W.  ANSTISS, 

Specialist  in  Fish  Preserving  and 
Mounting. 


THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 

A  strictly  Non-party  Organisation  to  urge  upon  the  Government  and  the  Electorate 
the  paramount  importance  of  an  adequate  Navy  as  the  best  guarantee  of  peace. 

Terms  of  Membership: 
One  Guinea  per  annum,  or  Ten  Guineas  for  a  life  payment 
Ladies  are  admitted  for  half  these  payments. 
Hon.  Vice-President's  Subscription,  Five  Guineas  annually, 

or  £25  in  one  payment  for  life. 
Subscribers  of  less  than  £1  are  enrolled  as  Associates. 


TROUT  TACKLE. 

RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  and 
FLIES 

O    THE  MOST  BELIABLE  QUALITY  KEPT 
IN  STOCK. 

Any  Flies  Dressed  to  Pattern  can 
now  be  obained  at 

23,  FIRST  STREET,  WALTON  STREET, 

LONDON,  S.W. 


Full  particulars  of  aims  and  work  of  the  League  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  Secretary,  to  whom  all  cheques  should  be  made  payable. 

The  Navy  League  Journal  is  published  monthly,  and  sent  post  free  to  all 
Members.    Extra  copies  are  supplied  at  2s.  per  annum. 

Head  Office  of  the  League 13,  Victoria  Street,  Westminsteb,  S.W. 
Branches :  London  (3) ,  Bristol,  Bath,  Windsor,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Sydenham, 
Liverpool,  Bedford,  Cape  Town,  Hong  Kong,  Malta,  Toronto,  Durban,  British 
Guiana,  Auckland,  and  Canterbury,  N.Z. 


Telephone  ; 
5611. 


Wm.  BLACKUWS  &  Son, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCABDIITE   O'lTEIL,  N.B. 

Patronisei  hy  Royalty  and  the  leodtnp 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 


H.  WHITTY, 

15,  BASNETT    STREET,  CHURCH   STREET,  LIVERPOOL 


Fishiog,  Liverpool." 


GLASS 

SOLD  BY 

HENRY  WHITTY, 

15,  Basnett  Stree*-. 

Price  2  6  and  3 '6  each. 


MINNOW  TRAPS 


[LLIMANS  UNIVERSAL 


Trejoarecl  onL^   tj!**^~^^iu  have  non 


SLOUGH  ENCLAMD. 


The  Lightest  Eods  in  0se.    Weight.  8oz.  to  103 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  48.  8d. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch   Qttlngs,  lancewood 
top,  hag;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  4}d.  extra  . 
Balanced  handle.  Is.  extra. 
"Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it."— Marston,  FiSHrN9  Gazette,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  EOACH  EOD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed, 
fermles,  winch  fitting,  and  bag  about  12oz.,  prica 
5a.  4d.,  lOJft. ;  5s.  lOd.,  lift,   carriage  6d.  extra. 

BABOAIS-S. 

Salmon  Gat,  I4in.,  4s.  6d.;  fine  Orst  qa&l'ty 
ondrawn  gut,  20in.,  38.  lid.;  18in.,  Za.  3d.;  ISln., 
2s.  2d.,  15in.  XXXX.  Drawn  Gut,  3s.  lid.  per  100. 


booth:, 

RSHINQ    ROD    MAKER.  HULL. 

BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

PrksidknT:  Sir  EDWABD  BIEKBECK.,  Bart. 
R  EDUCED  FAFCES 

S.E.  and  L.  C.  ft  D.  RAILWAYS 

1st  OCTOBER  to  3ist  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS    AT    FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Cannon-street  Hotel. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec.  (pro  tern.) 
Chaeles  S.  PATTEBSOiT,  150,  Maniioii 
House-chambers,  11,  Queen  Victoria- 
street,  E.C. 


FOR  SALE. 


Kvery  Angling  Kequitite— Fliei  for 
British  Colmnb  a  «  Speoiality. 

"'Longrley's  Thames  Ang-Iers' 
Vade-Mecum'  for  1898  is  ab- 
solutely indispensable  to  every 
Thames  fisherman."— Post  free 
lid.  (12,  13)  from  F.  E.  LONG- 
LEY,  Warwrick-lane,  London, 


OVA,  FRY.  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis 
Eainbows,  and  Grayling. 
Applt — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

Surrey  Trout  Farm, 

CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE, 

Rods,  Flies,  and  Tackle  to  suit  all  wants.  Also  Specialities  made  to  order.  n.b.  — Established  by  the  late  Thos. 

C  A  T  ^  L  O      XJ  E  S     Gf  R      T  I     .  ,  Andrews,  of  Guildford. 


With  WrBB  PaoTECTORS, 
3,  6  and  4  6  each. 


By  means  of  these  Tiaps 
Minnows  can  be  taken  in  a 
few  minutes,  saving  all  the 
ex|ense  of  procuring  and 
keeping  a  stock. 

The  first   day's  catch  will 
amply  repay  for  the  small 
outlay. 


TRENT  FISH  CHLTORE  CO.,  LTD. 

Large  Stock  of  Trout  Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings, 
and  older  Fish,  including  the  celebrated 
"Milton  Strain." 

Send  for  Price  List  to  "  Manager,"  Milton,  Burton-on- Trent. 


ESTABLISHBD  IS-S". 

Hew  Books,  Old  Biois,  Bira  Bosks, 
also  out  of  print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.    Every  number  of  "  The  Pub  • 

LISHESS'  ClBCtTLAB  AND  BOOKSELLEBS'  BeCOBD  " 
published  every  li'rtday,  price  IJd.)  contains 
I  advertisements  respecting  '■  Books  Wanted,"  and 
j  announcements  nf  new  works.  A  prospectus 
j  giving  particulars  of  special  featcres,  can  be  had 
.'  by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it,  to  the  Pro- 
I  prietorj  of  tbe  Ptibixshttrs'  Circular,  St.  Dtmttui'a 
,  Hoosa,  Fatter-lana,  Lender. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
On  Monday  evening,  Feb  14,  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  read 
a  paper  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  above 
society,  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  "  The  Veraoity  of 
the  Angler,"  Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown  presiding.  Mr.  F. 
Ward  brought  up  a  hflndsome  chub  of  41b.  3oz.  from 
Newbury,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  a  smaller  one  from 
the  same  locality.  Various  members  recounted  their 
fishing  experiences.  The  hon.  librarian,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf,  mentioned  that  Mrs.  Gordon,  daughter  of  the 
late  Frank  Buckland,  had  kindly  presented  a  book  to  the 
library,  and  that  Mr.  T.  E.  Sachs  and  Mr.  Dane  had  also 
forwarded  a  list  of  boi  ks  they  were  willing  to  forward  to 
the  society.  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  then  read  his  paper, 
dealing  with  the  subject  in  a  serious  rather  than  in  a 
humorous  style.  He  said  that  the  so-called  lying  of 
anglers  was  due  more  to  exaggeration,  and  perhaps  the 
expression  of  enthusiasm  and  excited  feelings,  than  the 
wish  to  deceive,  and  urged  that  fishermen  should  be 
allowed  the  same  licence  a?  the  poet  and  artist.  The 
weights  of  fish  when  seen  in  the  water  were  variously 
estimated,  and  many  things  made  it  imposiible  to  form  a 
correct  conclusion  as  to  their  real  size,  such,  for  example, 
as  the  depth,  clearness  of  water,  light,  and  so  forth.  Few 
persons  could  even  accurately  guess  the  weight  of  a  fish 
when  it  was  seen  on  the  bank.  The  detractor  of  the 
angler,  too,  asserted  that  it  was  invariably  the  big  fish 
which  got  away.  But  it  was  much  more  probable  that 
heavy  fish  should  escape  than  small  ones.  No  one  cjuld 
tell  with  any  degree  of  certainty  the  size  of  a  fish  he  lad 
hooted  unless  he  had  seen  it,  but,  as  strength  went  with 
size,  it  was  not  astonishing  that  the  biggest  ones  were 
lost.  There  wai  little  reason,  therefore,  tor  doubting  the 
veracity  of  the  angler  on  this  point.  If  he  had  said  that 
a  small  fish  had  smashed  him  up  there  might  be  room  for 
doubt.  With  regard  to  another  accusation  —the  want  of 
truthfulness  as  to  weight— everyone  knew  that  a  certain 
amount  of  loss  of  weight  arose  when  a  fish  had  been  some 
time  out  of  the  water,  and  no  one  should  condemn  the 
angler  on  this  head  until  they  were  able  to  make  a  satis- 
factory calculation  as  to  what  loss  takes  place  in  a  given 
time  and  under  given  circ  imstances.  Then  there  were 
different  meanings  attach* d  to  the  word  "fine,"  as 
applied  to  a  fish.  A  fine  fish  would  not  necessarily  mean 
a  large  fish,  but  one  of  perfect  shape  and  in  good  condi- 
tion. In  short,  miking  due  allowance  for  mistakes  made, 
where  was  the  evidence  of  wilful  and  deliberate  Ijing  with 
which  the  angler  was  generally,  if  not  universally, 
credited  ?  In  the  speaker's  opinion  this  want  of  veracity 
was  much  more  imaginary  than  real.  After  some  dis- 
cuss  on,  the  usual  toasts  were  given,  bringing  a  pleasant 
meeting  to  a  close.  It  was  announced  that  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  would  read  a  paper  on  "  Mahseer  and  Other 
Fishing  in  India,"  on  Monday,  Feb.  28. 

M.  G.  E.  DK  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Dr.  Brdnton  presided  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  this 
society  on  Tuesday  evening,  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern. 
A  considerable  amount  of  routine  business  was  disposed 
of.  Two  gentlemen  were  elected  as  members,  and  two 
inore  were  nominated.  A  sa  isfactory  report  was  given  on 
the  Kelvedon  waters.  Mr.  Connellan  reported  having  a 
pleasant  hour  or  two  with  the  fly,  taking  a  few  daoa,  in 
Hertfordshire,  and  spoke  well  of  the  head  of  fish  he  saw 
■ithere.  The  piper  of  the  evening  was  then  read  by  Mr. 
James  Tayler  ("Red  Palmer"),  entitled,  "Fly  Fishing 
for  TrouJ,"  in  which  the  reader  gave  the  benefit  of  his 
nearly  sixty  jears'  experience  as  an  expert  of  the  highest 
branch  of  the  art  as  practised.  The  paper  was  exhaustive, 
detailed,  and  fall  of  sound,  practical  iuformatioa,  both 
to  the  anglers  of  some  years'  standing  as  to  the 
young  beginner.  The  rod,  line,  and  fly  were  all  dealt 
with  in  detail.  A  limited  number  of  flies  advocated ; 
practice  and  theory,  particularly  practice;  the  reasons 
for  up  and  down  streain  fishing  ;  the  mai  ner  of  casting, 
right  and  left  hand ;  the  pkyiug  and  landing  of  the  fish  ; 
but,  above  all,  the  lecturer  impressed  upon  his  hearers  the 
importance  of  throwing  his  fly  with  the  highest  degree  of 
accuracy  and  delicicy,  and  not  to  aim  at  long  casts  at  the 
expense  of  loss  of  fish  and  many  other  uapleasantries. 
The  paper  was  charmingly  rendered,  and  the  lecturer  was 
in  fai  cy  wandering  on  the  river's  bank,  rod  in  hand,  away 
from  the  worries  and  toils  of  every  day  life,  amongst  the 
surroundings  so  beloved  of  the  fly  fisher,  "  Peace  and 
quietnfSJ,"  a  motto  accepted  by  all  "  Gre-hamites."  We 
were  very  pleased  to  welcome  some  visitors — "  Always 
welcome,"  is  our  motto.  Ales.  Wright. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  annual  meeting  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  16,  at  the 
Cannon-street  Hotel,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  occupied  the 
chair.  The  hon.  secretary  reported  that  the  register  now 
totalled  over  900  members,  and  that  he  hoped  to  see  it 
over  1000  before  the  special  general  meeting  on  March  2. 
He  further  drew  attention  to  the  draft  of  proposed  new 
rules  sent  to  every  member,  and  pointed  out  several  radical 
changes  in  the  constitution  as  therein  contained.  A  letter 
was  read  from  Mr.  F.  Gtsden  regarding  the  supply  of 
mussels  to  members,  but  unfortunately  the  address  was 
not  appended,  although  terms  and  date  wlien  ready  for 
delivery  were  stated.  Messrs.  Browning,  Lane,  Taylor, 
Dryden,  and  others  reported  their  angiiug  experietceB. 
Mr.  George  Wheeler  brought  down  bis  microscope  and 
exhibited  with  it  some  larval  bullheads.  Mr.  Lane 
brought  forward  a  suggestion  that  the  town  authorities 
of  Southend  should  be  approached  with  regard  to  a 
small  charge  being  made  for  fishing  off  the  pier  in 
order  to  obviate  the  annoyance  caused  by  children. 
Several  members  spoke  for  and  against  the  proposal.  The 


secretary  stated  he  would  lay  the  matter  before  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Dryden  spoke  of  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  G.  F. 
Homewood,  the  Society's  agent  at  Leigh,  Essex.  Mr. 
Hussey  spoke  on  the  subject  of  a  paragraph  in  the  PiKhing 
Gazette,  which  it  was  poiuted  out  w  is  not  sent  oflicially 
to  the  paper.  The  same  member  spoke  generally  on 
Southend  fishing.  Resuming  the  whitebait-yawling  dis- 
cussion, he  said  that  all  the  Leigh  fishermen,  save  one  (a 
disciple  of  Prank  Buckland),  considered  the  yawling  a 
distinct  fish.  The  hon.  secretary  drew  att^ntion  to  a 
letter  appearing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  recommending 
the  executive  to  take  certain  steps,  and  suggested  that 
before  members  ventilated  their  grievances  iu  the  Press 
they  should  take  some  steps  to  find  out  what  had 
been  done ;  and  further  pointed  out  that  the  late 
hon.  secretary  had  already  reported  that  the  con- 
cession had  been  granted  already  from  New  Cross. 
Mr.  Browning  pointed  out  that  when  British  sea  fishing 
was  oft,  fair  sport  could  be  had  at  Blankenberg,  in 
Belgium,  and  that  a  cheap  return  was  is  ued  from  Dover, 
and  that  boat,  man,  and  bait  could  be  had  in  late  spring 
for  five  francs  a  day.  The  secretary  said  that  he  would 
obtain  piiticulars.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  pro- 
posed to  Mr.  Wheeler  for  his  kindness  in  showing  ths 
specimers.  Mr.  Norman  suggested  that  a  microscopic 
evening  on  objects  relating  to  sea  fish  be  given,  and  stated 
that  he  would  bring  the  matter  before  the  committee. 
Several  members  promised  microscopes.  The  usual  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  t'le  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (hon.  sec.  pro  tem.). 


WARRINGTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  VERY  successful  netting  operation  (for  stocking  pur- 
poses) was  carried  out  on  Saturday  afternoon  last,  in  a 
pond  adjoiiiiag  Grappenhall  Heyes,  permission  having 
been  accorded  the  association  by  J.  Chorlton  Parr,  Esq. 
A  fine  lot  of  fish,  consisting  of  bream  and  perch,  and 
numbering  altogether  about  250,  were  taken  at  one  draw 
of  the  net.  They  were  speedily  conveyed  to  the  Old 
Canal,  Waltoa  Arches,  and  turned  in,  without  the  loss  of 
a  single  fish. 

Permission  has  again  been  granted  to  the  members  to 
fish  tha  river  Gowy,  from  the  linds  opposite  Piemstall 
Church,  by  H.  L.  Smyth,  Esq.  Fred  J.  Emson. 


HUDDERSFIELD    ANGLING  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

The  twelfth  annual  m'etiag  of  the  above  association 
was  held  at  the  Impsrial  Hotel  on  Monday,  Feb.  7,  1898. 
The  gathering  was  a  most  enthusiastic  one.  The  following 
were  elected  cfiicers  for  the  year  :  W.  P.  Hellawell,  Esq., 
re-elected  president  ;  vice-presidents,  J.  A.  Brook,  Esq  , 
J. P.  ;  C.  W.  Keighley,  Esq.,  J. P. ;  Alderman  D.  Stoots, 
Esq.  ;  Ccuncillor  J.  Sugden,  Esq.  ;  Messrs.  A.  Abbs, 
H.  A.  Haigh,  A.  Dawson,  A.  H.  Wilson;  members  of 
committee,  Messrs.  H.  Beaumout,  J.  M.  Johnson,  0. 
Robinson,  W.  Smith,  G.  Ainley,  E.  Bamford,  G.  Hinch- 
cliffe,  W.  Firth,  J.  Kilner,  P.  O.  Brier,  H.  Wimpenny, 
B.  Whitwam;  hon.  treasurer,  J.  J.  Viokers  ;  hon.  sec, 
G.  E.  Munroe.  Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the 
retiring  officers.  The  committee  report  that  the  associa- 
tion is  in  a  prosperous  condition ;  the  treasurer  has  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £13  7s.  -id.  During  the  year  eight 
members  have  resigned  and  six  new  members  joined.  In 
March  last  1200  yearlings  and  two-year-old  trout  were 
turned  into  Holm stje !  and  Boshaw.  Since  then  seventy- 
one  tine  two-year-olds  have  been  turned  into  Holmstyes. 
Afoer  being  closed  for  some  time,  the  bottom  reservoir  at 
Longwood  was  opened  for  fishing  on  Monday,  June  28. 
Twenty  members  put  in  an  appearance,  and  succeeded  in 
taking  thirty-eight  veiy  fine  trout  on  that  day.  On  Aug.  l  i- 
the reservoir  was  opsned  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
The  keepers  report  that  during  the  spawning  season  a 
large  quantity  of  fish  were  up  the  streams,  more  than  on 
any  previous  occasion,  and  instructions  were  given  for  the 
streams  to  be  carefully  watched.  G.  R.  Munroe. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  FOR  NEW  JERSEY. 

The  December  report  of  State  Fish  and  Game 
Protector,  Chas.  A.  Shriner,  of  New  Jersey,  records  the 
distribution  of  32,000  brook  trout  fry  from  2iu.  to  ojin.  in' 
length.  Sixteen  hundred  rainbow  trout,  received  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  i'lat  Brook  Club,  of  Sussex  county, 
were  divided  between  the  Request  at  Andover,  in  Sussex 
county,  on  application  of  Frank  Straly,  abd  the  Mus- 
conetcong,  near  Hackettstown,  in  Warren  county.  The 
report  continues : 

The  rainbow  trout  is  a  new  fish  for  the  waters  of  New 
Jersey.  Although  several  lots  have  bsen  sent  to  this 
Slate  by  the  United  States  Pish  Commissioner  in  years 
past,  no  successful  results  have  attended  the  transplanting 
of  the  fish,  due  in  most  Cises  to  the  fact  that  they 
were  placed  in  water  not  suited  to  them.  Altliough 
slightly  inferior,  both  for  the  angler  and  the  table,  to 
the  native  wild  trout,  they  are  admirably  adapted  to 
streams  the  temperature  of  which  at  times  rises  too  high 
to  support  the  life  of  the  indigenous  trout.  Rainbow 
^ut  nave  been  known  to  thrive  in  water  frequfutly 
reaching  a  temperature  as  high  as  72  degrees,  and  tnere 
are  instaness  recorded  where  they  did  not  succumb  to  a 
temperature  of  85,  kept  up  for  several  days.  A  number 
of  streams  in  New  Jersey  have  been  rendered  unsuitable 
for  our  own  trout  by  reason  of  the  cutting  down  of 
forests  along  the  banks  ;  in  such  there  is  every  reason  to 
expect  that  the  rainbow  trout  will  do  well.  In  appearance 
they  very  much  resemble  the  indigenous  trout,  but  are  of 
stouter  build ;  they  increase  in  weight  far  more  rapidly, 
and  grow  to  a  considerably  larger  size.  Although  their 
introdnr.tion  into  good  trout  streams  is  not  generally 


advccited  by  fishcultiirists,  nevertheless  there  are  a 
number  of  streams  in  New  Jersey  deserted  by  the  indi- 
genous trout  where  the  California,  v,iriety  may  be  expected 
to  do  well.  Unfortunately  tor  the  more  extended  trial  of 
their  introduction  into  this  State,  the  arrangements  made 
by  the  Commisiiou  for  the  purchase  of  a  considerable 
number  of  these  trout  fell  through,  to  the  chagrin  of  a 
number  of  citizens  who  were  ready  to  extend  a  welcome  to 
the  Wes-teru  immigrant. 

"  The  netting  of  indigenous  fr<»sh water  fish  out  of 
the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  has  not  been  very 
successful  60  far,  owing  to  the  fact  tlat  the  water  was  not 
drawn  off  at  the  time  anticipated.  The  result  of  the 
netting  so  far  has  been  ninety-six  black  bass,  thirty-two 
pickerel,  sixty  yellow  perch,  and  sixty  white  perch.  The;e 
fish  were  leirly  all  adults,  some  of  considerablfi  size  ;  the 
entire  lo*  was  divided  between  the  Fitzhugh  Stream  at 
Husted  Station  aud  the  Tumbling  Dam  Pond,  near 
Bridgeton;  both  these  waters  are  located  ia  Cumberland 
county. 

'■_A  consignment  of  200  black  bass  re"  "7ed  from  the 
United  States  Fish  Commissioner  for  Lii-.ce  Hopatcong 
were  placed  ia  the  sheet  of  water  indicated. 

"  For  the  purpose  of  supplying  more  food  for  the  fish 
in  Culver's  Pond,  20,000  bj,it  fish  were  placsd  in  that 
pond." — Forest  and  Stream. 


A  LABOUR  OF  LOVE. 
If  the  Act  preventing  shooting  on  aud  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  Thames  had  not  been  passed,  few  of 
the  recent  flock  of  seagulls  would  have  reached  much 
above  the  new  Battersea  Biidge.  But,  in  the  absence  of 
the  riverside  'Arries,  and  others  who  should  have  known 
better,  the  Upper  Thames  has  now  become  a  sanctuary 
for  birds  and  lesser  animals,  and  an  increase  must  have 
occurred  all  round  (of  course,  we  need  hardly  allude  to 
(jiiDie) ;  and  the  time  has  perhaps  come  when  sjme  one  or 
two  angler-naturalists  might  be  induced  to  undertake 
what,  it  attempted  in  the  spirit  of  the  '  Amateur  Angler," 
might  prove  of  much  interest  to  others  besides  anglers 
—namely,  a  description,  with  the  latest  photographic 
apparatus,  and  possibly  also  with  the  pencil,  of  the  birds, 
&c.,  in  and  by  Thames-side,  say,  from  Kew  Bridge  tj 
Lechlade.  Some  little  trout  fishing  could  be  got  above 
the  tideway;  out  thosa  who  attempted  the  suggested 
work  must  have  ample  lime  at  their  disposal,  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  that  rare  quality — patience. 
A  mere  angler  sees  little  else  than  his  fly,  or 
float,  or  ledger  line,  or  his  tpinning  gear.  No 
mau  who  wishes  to  write  on  any  subject,  and  thinks 
his  work  might  live,  cm  do  it  iu  a  hurry  ;  so  no  angler- 
uatui  alist  can  h  jpe  to  succeed  unless  his  heart  and  soul 
are  in  full  sympathy  with  the  creatures  he  will  see — not 
in  a  hurry  scurry,  but  quietly — their  habits  and  pretty 
ways,  of  undisturbed  birds  and  lesser  furred  animals  on 
the  banks  and  by  the  osier  patches  and  reeds  of  our  famous 
Uppsr  Thames.  Some  might  say,  "  Why  not  begin  at 
Gravesend,  where  '  ropes  '  of  oxbirds  can  be  seen  in  early 
autumn  stretching  some  distance  over  the  Thames ;  and 
the  hooded  crows  and  the  black- backed  gulls,  &c.,  could  be 
'  snapshotted  '  and  afford  '  fotd  '  for  an  interesting  chapter 
anent  'historic  Tilbury?'"  There  is  no  reason  what- 
ever why  this  portion  up  to  Billingsgate  Market  might  not 
form  portion  of  the  suggested  work.  But  first  accomplish 
the  Upper  Thames  in  seasons  when  London  djes  not  let 
loose  its  holiday  folk  upon  the  otherwise  peaceful  stretches 
of  the  river.  A  knowledge  of  boating  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  if  Kew  Bridge  be  the  starting  point,  and 
the  trout  are  not  too  tempting,  possibly  the  angler-authors 
might  work  their  way  pretty  welt  to  Reading  before  the 
Deluge  of  cratt  crowded  the  stream.  In  another  spring 
the  river  from  Reading  to  Sandford  might  be  carefully 
noted,  and  fished,  too,  as  occisImu  served.  In  the  mexn- 
time,  our  imaginary  friends  might  "  train  "  their  boat  and 
start  again,  say,  at  Folly  Bridge,  o  just  above  Medley  Lock, 
Oxford.  Before  reaching  the  Old  Inn  at  Godstow,  a  couple 
of  pj.irs  of  sandpipers  (or  summer  snipe)  will  probably 
be  observed  on  or  under  the  bank  on  the  Port  Meadow 
side  of  the  Isis,  and  on  the  opposite  bank,  near  Godstow, 
the  angler-naturalist  will  be  on  "  haunted,  h  -ly  ground." 
Here  Fair  Rosamond  (who  had  her  bo^er  in  Blenheim 
Park)  was  buried.  Thence  to  Lechlade  will  bs  quiet  and 
enjoyable.  A  small  payment  will  probably  be  exacted  for 
angling  on  the  Earl  of  Abingdon's  portion  of  the  river ; 
but  the  time  will  now  be  approaching  when  the  "  corn  is 
ia  the  ear,"  and  when  the  very  air  itself  is  instinct  with 
li  e,  and  some  of  the  birds  will  have  sung  their  choicest 
love  songs.  To  eais  attuned  to  the  music  of  the  fields, 
peihaps  the  self-satisfied,  subdued c-h-i  r — r — r-u-p"  of 
the  cock  pirtridge  might  be  Ijeard  clote  by  in  the  growing 
grass,  or  eomi-jg  from  a  corn  or  clover  field.  The  horse- 
shoe on  his  bonny  breast  never  looks  so  bright  as  when  his 
pa  tner  ij  tilling  her  nest  with  eggs.  Aud  a  bit  later, 
wijen  the  earliest  of  the  hay  is  being  mowed,  Master 
Whitethroat  will  sing  a  "  keep  off  "  ditty  a  foot  above 
the  hedge  ia  which  his  tiuy  mate  is  nesting — maybe 
while  "the  dewdrops  aie  clinging  to  the  (wild)  rose  just 
newly  born."  But  tho  quick  eyes  of  our  voyagers  might 
observe  some  objects  of  interest  at  f  very  turn  to  note  down 
or  take  a  srapbhot  at,  a  swift  drinking  while  on  the  wing 
and  swallows  feed  ng  their  young  while  flying,  and  a 
hundred  other  things  which,  well  noted,  must  form  a 
woik  that'woidd  be  gladly  welcomed.  W.  Fry. 


To  Sportsmen. — T.  Burberry  and  Sons  stock  aid  (1897)  model 
garments  now  beln^  i  ffered  at  half  price  include  Gabardire 
Sbootlng  Coats,  £1  ll.s.  Gi.  ;  Homespon  Shooting  Coats, 
£1  11a.  6d. ;  and  K.  B.  Breeches,  loa.  and  21s.  per  pair;  Gabardine 
Highland  Capes,  21b.;  Yeoman  Coats  (unlined),  21s.  (lined), 
3l8.  Gd. ;  Tweed  Weatherall  Overcoats,  £1  lis.  6d. ;  Knickerbocker 
S.oi;kingB,28.  9d.  per  pair.  30,  Haytnarket,  London;  and  London- 
street,  Basingstoke. 
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^ote»  from  t1)e  ia^ortf). 


The  excitement  of  the  opening  of  the  Scotch  salmon 
aDglins;  season  is  over,  and  rodsmen  are  stttlinc  down  to 
their  work  in  grand  style  on  all  the  livers  and  streams 
whi;h  opened  on  Friday  last.  If  the  reiults  are  not  most 
giatifjing  from  almost  every  quarter,  at  any  rate  in  the 
main  they  are  so,  and  with  a  spell  of  good  weather  a  good 
early  sprir  g-season  is  well  assured. 


Most  of  the  old  hands  were  forward  on  the  Dee  on  the 
opening  day,  but  on  the  Spey  and  Ness  there  has  not  been 
f  dlt  the  same  certainty  of  sport,  and  consequently  a  week 
or  so  may  yet  elapse  before  anglers  find  their  way  north. 


The  average  weight  of  the  fish  got  on  the  first  two  days 
of  the  season  has  been  highly  satisfactory.  Taking  the 
openiug  returns  of  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board,  who 
owa  the  most  extensive  coast  fishings,  they  had  300  fish, 
yielding  an  aggregate  of  30001b,  or  101b.  per  fioh.  Angling 
results,  on  the  other  hand,  yie'd  an  average  of  81b.  per 
fiih,  which  is  fully  lib.  above  the  normal  average. 

The  high  average  of  the  opjning  diys  is  acoounted  for 
by  the  fact  of  a  larger  percentage  of  heavy  fish  being 
forward  than  is  usually  the  case,  no  doubt  on  aceocnj  of 
the  fine  drawing  waters  and  the  long  spell  of  open  weather. 


The  best  basket  on  the  opening  day  did  not  exceed  four 
fich,  but  a  good  fesv  anglers  had  three,  several  two,  and 
r.early  every  one  out  had  to  do  with  one  at  least.  On  the 
Dee,  Mr.  Merry,  who  rents  the  Glentana  water  this 
spring,  had  three  of  Hb.,  and  one  of  81b. 

On  the  Queen's  water  at  Balmoral  five  fine  average  fish 
were  got,  and,  as  usual,  were  boxed  in  two  pircel-i,  one  to 
Osborne  and  the  other  to  Sandriugham.  Mr.  Miller  had 
B'x  on  Saturday  on  the  Ballater  section,  and  a  share  of 
five  on  the  previous  day,  so  that  he  his  begun  his  sjason 
wtll  indeed.  Sir  John  Gladstone  was  also  lucky  in  his 
opaning  casts,  and  creeled  four  fish  on  Saturday,  although 
i:  was  blowing  half  a  ga'.e  aU  day. 


Mra.  Pickering,  of  Kincardine,  was  the  first  lady  angler 
to  draw  blood  on  the  Dee  this  season,  and  Creeled  a  fine 
fish  of  151b.  before  luncheon,  while  Miss  Pickering  followed 
later  on  with  one  of  81b.  The  heaviest  fish  to  the  rod  was 
got  by  Major  Davidson,  Dess,  which  scaled  171b.  A  fine 
fish  of  351b.  was  netted  at  the  "  Weel  "  by  Mr.  Brown, 
which  would  hive  given  some  play  had  it  not  been  for  the 
ignominious  mesh  of  this  last  net. 


The  Deveron  is  regaining  its  former  prestige  as  an  early 
spring  river,  and  a  good  head  of  fish  is  said  to  be  awaiting 
the  anglers  on  upper  waters.  The  Duke  of  Fife's  dyke 
no  longer  bars  the  way.  

Some  capitil  baskets  of  finaock  were  got  on  the  Find- 
horn,  which  is  an  excellent  tidal  stream,  jielding  not 
infrequently  both  salmon  and  grilse. 


There  is  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  to  establish  a  fish  ha'chery  at  the  Bay  of  Xigg, 
near  Aberdeen.  A  better  or  more  sheltered  spot  could 
hardly  be  chosen,  bar  east  winds;  but  then  they  get  in 
everywhere  when  they  prevail.  However,  easterly  winds 
are  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  on  the  east  coast, 
although  the  popular  belief  is  all  the  other  way. 


The  Central  Board  have  applied  for  three-quarters  of 
an  acre  of  ground  to  the  City  of  Aberdeen,  which  owns 
the  lands  of  the  Bay  of  Nigg  ;  and  we  should  think  they 
will  get  what  they  want  at  a  purely  nominal  figure.  A 
fish  hatchery  at  the  Pay  of  Nigg  cannot  fail  to  be  of 
special  interest  to  the  second  fishery  centre  in  the 
Kingdom.  ____ 

The  latest  accounts  from  the  Dee  (Tuesday  night)  fully 
bear  out  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  as  to  the  grand 
prospects  there,  and  not  in  the  memory  of  the  most 
experienced  octogenarian  in  the  way  of  lifting  a  rod  has 
such  a  bright  opening  been  known.  The  pools  about 
Banchory  are  simply  teeming  with  fish,  while  the  weather 
is  something  superb.  February  is  usually  good,  but  this 
bea's  all  past  February  records.         Special  Scotch. 


Iprovinclal  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Last  year  the  Midland  and  Great  Western  Railway 
Companies  run  a  number  of  special  trains  on  Sundays  to 
the  chief  fishing  resorts  on  their  lines,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
say  that  they  were  so  well  patronised  that  the  same 
companies  intend,  during  the  coming  season,  to  run  a 
Lumber  of  trains  at  reduced  fares  to  some  twenty  stations 
at  a  single  fare  for  the  double  journey.  Arrangements 
will  be  made  by  the  association  secretary  and  the  companies 
as  to  the  dates  and  the  places.  Last  year  it  was  chiefly 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  large  clubs  going  out 
on  Snudajs  to  their  contests  that  the  special  trains  were 
run  ;  but  this  year  the  small  clubs  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  sharing  the  priiilegfs.  With  this  in  view,  a  circular 
will  be  sent  round  to  the  sm  >  11  clubs  asking  them  to  fix  the 
dates  for  their  contests  to  suit  those  of  the  companies,  so 
that  they  may  receive  the  teaefitiiftravellingat  the  reuuced 
fare  to  certain  fishing  gruunds,  which  th-y  w  .uld,  owing  to 
the  fares  quoted  on  the  card  being  outsidi  ihe  limits  of  the 
pockets  of  a  large  number  of  the  members,  better  fislimg 
would  be  obtained  by  the  members  going  fuither  afield 
and,  as  a  result,  greater  satisfaction  would  be  given  to  the 


members  by  having  decent  catches,  and  better  wciights 
recorded.  The  chief  place  to  which  the  special  trains  will 
run  to  will  be  Pershore,  Defford,  Eckington,  Bredon, 
Croxall,  Barton  and  Walton,  and  Fenny  Compton.  The 
Handsworth  Society  have  docided  to  rent  the  Broid- 
waters  Pool,  just  outside  Kidderminster;  this  pod  has 
leiu  in  the  hands  of  several  Birmingham  clubs.  And  I 
have  reasons  for  saying  that  t>te'.ve  m  mths  will  be  quite 
ej  ough  for  the  Handsworth  people,  and  that  next  y^'ar 
another  club  wUl,  perhaps,  have  the  chance  of  renting 
it.  Just  now  our  clubs  are  mad  for  renting  waters 
and  take  it  without  the  least  consideration  ;  and  the 
consequence  is  that  they  soon  regret  their  bxrgain, 
The  Rose  and  Crown  Society  have  made  a  large  number 
of  new  members  during  the  last  week  or  so,  and  they  are 
now  near  upon  300  strong.  This  club  is,  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  the  largest  in  the  country  ;  it  is  one  of  the  best 
managed  clubs  that  we  have  in  the  City.  It  was  intended  by 
the  society  to  hold  a  contest  prior  to  the  close  season,  but 
the  members  have  decided  to  have  a  contest  on  June  10 
next,  independent  of  their  annual  contest.  The  Bird  In 
Hand  Society  are  on  the  look  out  for  water  for  their 
members,  and  the  committee  have  about  £40  placed  at 
their  disposal  to  rent  either  a  pool  or  a  portion  of  good 
river  water.  The  St.  George's  Club  sent  out  a  deputation 
on  Satuidiy  last  to  inspect  a  str*-tehof  water  on  the  Trent. 
The  St.  Stephen's  club  have  succeeded  in  renting  a  portion 
of  the  Stour  Dear  Stratford-on-Avcn.  This  club  has  now 
some  of  the  best  coarse  fishing  water  of  any  of  our  as  .ociated 
clubs.  The  Ivy  Green  Society  have  decided  to  fish  a  contest  in 
the  canal  at  Alrewas  on  Sunday,  March  G.  This  club  is 
making  rapid  progress  ;  the  members  have  a  splendid  room 
for  their  meetings,  and  with  proper  management  this  club 
should  be  one  of  the  strongest  in  Birmingham.  The  Good 
Intent  Society  have  their  annual  dinner  on  Feb.  23,  at 
the  Saracen's  Head  Inn,  Edgbaston.  I  beg  to  state  that 
a  light  railway  will,  in  the  near  future,  be  made  from 
Stourbridge  to  Kinver.  Tiiis  will  open  up  a  splendid  bit 
of  fishing  on  the  Stour,  and  some  of  the  best  cinal  fishing 
in  the  Midlands. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Boisterous  weather  has  again  interrupted-  angling 
operations  this  week,  but  those  who  have  been  out  between 
the  storms  have  enjoyed  some  good  pike  fishing.  Although 
the  season  is  getting  advanced,  a  large  number  of  anglers 
continue  to  follow  this  class  of  sport,  but  many  of  the 
female  fish  must  now  be  out  of  condition.  The  same 
remark  also  applies  to  roach,  which,  on  some  lenjths  of 
the  Witham,  have  been  very  successfully  fished  for  during 
the  past  week.  On  many  of  the  smaller  drains,  however,  a 
roach  rod  has  not  been  seen  for  the  last  foitnight,  but  this 
is  probably  owing  to  the  unfavourable  condition  of  the 
water,  which  are  very  low,  rather  than  to  any  olher  cause. 
As  an  instance  that  roach  are  still  offering  sport,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  last  week  two  anglers  at  work  on  the 
Witham  landed  between  them  a  bag  of  351b.  The  middle 
reaches  of  the  Forty -foot  have  yielded  a  few  nice  pike, 
two  of  which  weighed  over  61b.  ;  but  the  best  trolling  has 
probably  been  had  on  the  Witham  on  the  lengths  between 
Kirkstead  and  Boston,  where  many  fine  fish,  Lnclnding 
one  of  101b.,  have  been  taken. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull  are  in  first-class 
condition  for  roach  fishing  ;  but,  since  the  touch  of  winterly 
weather,  that  we  had  at  the  early  part  of  February,  very 
few  takes  of  any  note  have  been  made  either  in  the  river 
or  its  tributaries.    A  few  fair-sized  roach  and  dace  were 
taken  at  the  early  part  of  the  week,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Brigham  and  Emmotland ;  and  pike  fishing  has  been 
practised,  with  a  fair  amount  of  success,  between  Arram, 
Beck-end,  and  Top  Lock;  and  fish,  running  up  to  61b. 
each,  have  been  met  with  above  the  loci  in  the  upper 
waters.    Bank  liners  are  also  at  work  again  at  the  back- 
ends  ;  it  is  high  time  the  powers  that  are  put  a  stop  to 
this  nefarious  practice,  for  not  only  are  pike  taken,  but 
occasionally  large  trout  and  other  tish  are  unceremoniously 
"skull  dragged"  out  of  the  water  in  this  unsportsman- 
like way  ;  but  so  long  as  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board 
encourage  the  slaughter  of  pike,  no  doubt  this  kind  of 
thing  will  continue  all  throughout  the  spawning  season ; 
it  also  encourages  the  taking  of  small  fry  during  the  fence 
time  for  bait.    The  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  of 
Driffield,  have  brought  to  a  close  a  most  successful  seas  m. 
The  society  numbers  over  forty  members,  and  have  a  good 
balance  in  hand  to  commence  the  ensuing  season  with,  and 
as  their  operations  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  river  Hull, 
there  is  every  prospect  of  another  successful  season. 
Their  annual  dinner  wLU  be  held  this  eveciug  (Feb.  19)  at 
the  Cricketer's  Arms.    The  Market  Weighton  Caral  hss 
provided  our  local  anglers  with  a  fair  amount  of  sport 
.  during  the  past  week  amongst  both  roach,  pike,  and 
perch,  some  of  the  latter  running  a  good  size  :  a  pike  was 
also  taken  the  other  day,   scaling  nearly  101b.  On 
March  12  the  Waltonian  Angling  Society  open  their 
season    by    fishing   a    sweepstakes    on  the    canal,  at 
Newport.    Another  addition  to  our  long  list  of  local 
angling  societies  has  been  inaugurated  at    the  Royal 
Oak  Hotel,  in  Scott-street,  under  the  name  of  the  Oak 
Thuriday  Anglitig  Associatioa.  .This  brings  the  number 
up  to  about  sevency.    The  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society  will  hold  their  annual  soiree  and  bill  on  Feb  28, 
at  the  Central  Hall,  in  Pryme-street ;  and  as  the  proceeds 
will  go  to  augment  the  funds  of  this  useful  institution,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  good  muster  on  the 
<  ceasion.    The  Brunswick  Angling  Ang.ing  Society  he'd 
an  important  meeting  at  headquarters  on  Monday  evening 
last,  when  several  matters  of  importance  w  re  arrange 
for  the  fortbcomitig  season,  the  rep  irt  showing  the  soci  ty 
to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.    The  Old  Sculcoati  s 
A.S.  held  their  annual  dinner  on  Saturday  evening  last, 
when  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent ;  Mr.  J.  Benson, 
the  popular  president,  occupying  tlie  chair. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE 

Death  has  been  very  busy  lately  amongst  our  well  known 
brethren,  and  to-day  we  deplore  the  loss  of  niiny  frieads. 
Our  latest  bereavement  is  in  the  death  of  Mr.  James 
Wright,  Gorton,  who  for  many  years  was  an  ideal 
treasurer  and  host  to  the  members  of  the  Waggon  and 
Horses  Angling  Soci  ty,  Gorton.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Willow  Grove  Cemetery,  Reddish,  by  many  sorrowing 
friends,  who  miss  a  kind-hearted  and  true  companion,  and 
a  thor-ough  sportsman.  A  Wigan  correspondent  writes,  they 
are  getting  ready  for  their  annual  match,  and  arc  very  busy 
but  has  omitted  to  inclose  the  promised  particulars,  so 
they  cannot  be  mentioned  as  requested— please  note.  The 
County  Palatine  Angling  Associaticn  are  still  in  evidence 
in  the  matter  of  stocking  their  waters  at  Irlam  and 
Cadishead.  On  Saturday  last  the  weekly  consignment 
consisted  of  2270  roach,  1300  from  Nottingham,  and  970 
from  Lincolnshire.  Amongst  the  latter  lot  were  a  goodly 
quantity  of  really  fine  fish,  specimens,  in  fact.  The  executive 
have  collared  to  their  duties  in  a  manly  way  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  this  enthusiasm  will  spread  to  every  individual  mem- 
ber. This  delegate  meeting,  on  the  17th,  was  held  too  lite 
for  notice  this  week.  Amongst  those  districts  that  are 
expecting  good  times  in  the  comirg  season  Farnworth  and 
Swinton  stand  well  in  front.  Both  have  secured  private 
waters  and  special  privileges,  and  some  attention  has  been 
paid  to  stocking,  an  item  always  affording  plenty  of  scope. 
It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  issue  of  railway  privilege 
tickets  is  nothing  approaching  the  estiniite,  our  men, 
having  given  up  all  hope  of  obtaining  their  restitution, 
devoted  their  efforts  to  local  waters,  and  the  nomadic 
spirit,  in  consequence,  has  considerably  subsided. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  streams  have  been  low  and  clear,  and  the  weather 
very  variable.  Bottom  fishing  has  given  very  poor  r(  salts, 
except  in  exceptional  instances.  AV.  Donell,  the  crack 
Fosse  forward,  took  fifteen  roach  from  the  Soar,  weighing 
Sib.  A.  tlkington  took  a  good  basket  of  roach  and  dace 
from  Syston.  C.  Cave  and  A.  Dickens,  fishing  at  Market 
Harborough,  landed  five  pike,  the  hea  iest  being  61b.; 
weighed-in  at  the  Maltsters'  A.C.  At  the  J'>lly  Anglers' 
Club,  E.  Langton  weighed-in  perch,  and  W.  Marshall  a  pike 
of  olb.  Mr.  Dowe  has  been  busy  amongst  the  chub 
and  dace.  From  Narborough,  J.  Jarvis  took  a  pike  of 
71b.  At  Kyworth,  J.  Kelly  has  been  busy  amongst  the 
roach  and  dace.  At  Frisby,  J.  Lambert  landed  a  pike  of 
41b.,  it  was  weighed-in  at  the  Dolphin  AC.  C.  Thornton 
took  chub  from  the  same  waters.  R.  Eld  had  a  nice  take 
of  roach  and  dace  from  Syston.  Mr.  W.  Hntton,  mine 
host  of  the  Midland  A.C,  entertained  a  few  members 
and  friends  to  a  fish  supper  on  Friday  evening  last.  Two 
pike,  which  totalled  over  341b.,  were  served  up  in  the 
excellent  style  so  well  known  at  this  establishment.  A 
good  supper,  good  company,  good  licjuids,  and  a  good 
night. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  are  to  the  front  again  this  week, 
with  news  of  the  most  gratifying  character.  Last  Satur- 
day their  purchase  of  "rainbows"  arrived  in  good 
condition,  not  a  fish  lost,  and  were  safely  turned  into 
their  waters  at  Kersal,  which,  being  now  well  stocked, 
should  yield  plenty  of  good  sport  in  the  near  future. 
The  membership  of  this  society  is  now  complete, 
and  any  vacancies  that  may  occur  will  be  soon  filled 
up.  The  wonder  is  that  anv  vacancies  do  occur, 
considering  the  benefits  accruing  to  the  members. 
The  next  meeting,  on  the  21&t,  ia  a  very  important  one, 
and  a  full  attendance  is  particularly  asked  for.  The 
Golden  Eagle  Angling  Society,  Miles  Platting,  have 
applied  for  membership  ia  the  County  Palatine  Angling 
Association,  and  are  no  doubt  members  by  this  time, 
being  admitted  at  the  executive  meeting  on  the  17th. 
Their  host  and  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  Crapper,  jun.,  bears  awell 
known  name  amongst  anglers,  Mr.  C.  Crapper,  ten., 
being  ona  of  our  veterans.  The  Weloomb  A.S.  is  doing 
well  and  making  headway.  At  their  last  theeting  several 
new  members  were  admitted,  and  at  the  next  there  are 
more  to  be  nominated.  Progress  generally  is  also  reported. 
The  lecture  at  the  Buckland  headquarters  on  the  16th 
was  a  great  success ;  there  was  a  good  attendancs,  but  the 
proceedings  terminated  too  lite  for  notice  this  week.  Our 
local  executive,  when  they  run  short  of  work  can  spread 
the  cause  of  angling  very  materially  by  stirring  up  the 
apathetic  fishermen  in  several  districts  of  this  city.  For 
instance,  there  is  not  a  club  in  Cheetham,  Hightown, 
Broughton,  or  Cheetham  HUI,  and  oth«r  places  that  could 
be  mentioned,  and  yet  in  these  localities  any  amount  of 
anglers  live,  and  good  clubs  ought  to  exist. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Some  good  sport  has  been  had  with  the  pike  dnriog  the 
last  few  days.  The  fish  haje  been  well  on  the  feed  on 
most  of  the  broads,  which  are  all  in  splendid  condition.  A 
few  days  ago  two  gentlemen,  fishing  on  private  water,  took 
seventeen  fish  ranging  from  81b.  to  181b.  each.  On  Barton 
Broad,  on  the  14th,  a  fine  fish  of  SO^lb.  wa?  taken.  It 
measured  40iin.  in  length,  and  20Jin.  in  girth.  The  bag 
of  the  same  angler  included  some  smaller  fish.  On 
Heigham  Scrands  two  anglers,  fishing  for  two  days,  took 
twenty-one  pike,  but  the  largest  was  only  Sib.  A  few 
days  before  one  of  131b.  was  killed  on  the  sime  water. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  here  is  very  low  and  clear,  and  fishermen 
have  been  few  and  far  between.  In  the  Shardlow  fishery 
few  fish  have  been  taken  by  the  members ;  and  below,  or 
in  the  Derby  Club's  water,  roach  only  have  prevailed 
amongst  the  frequenters  of  that  celebrated  reach. 
At  Trent  Lock  roach  have  been  killed,  and  some 
fine  specim  ns  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  brought 
in  from  Barton  and  Beeston.  Below  Nottingham 
Mr.  J.  WooUey  and  Mr.  T.  Foster  have  taken 
chub,  roach,  and  daca;  and  on  the  Beeston  section, 


146 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[February  19,  1898 


Mr.  J.  Juntley,  of  the  Victoria  Association  of  that  city, 
has  excelled  am jngat  roach.  Pike  fishing  is  supposed  to 
be  over  for  the  sfason,  though  fis'i  continue  to  be  caught. 
For  instance,  near  Mansfield  Mr.  J.  Ringham  has  ran  and 
landed  eight,  weighing  34Ib.  For  my  own  pait,  I  have 
been  taking  some  splendid  quantities  of  roach,  perch,  and 
bream,  including  one  of  the  last  named  of  6Jlb. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Although  the  weathsr  during  the  past  week  has  been 
very  open, the  winds  have  been  too  boisterous  to  allow  of  any 
very  great  amount  of  successful  fishing.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
WalterPass.and  several  other  Sheffielders,went  to  Bollam, 
but  were  unable  to  get  any  sport.  They  had  a  try  for 
some  roich,  bat  the  wind  was  so  rough  that  it  ca-ried  their 
bdi'  pretty  well  oat  of  the  water,  so  that  thay  gave 
fishiug  up  as  a  bad  job.  At  the  sime  place  one  or  two 
pike  have  recently  been  captured.  At  Bardney,  early  this 
week,  Mr.^  Harry  Bolton,  hoct  of  the  Salutation  Hotel, 
St.  Philip's-road,  Shefiijld,  succeeded  in  capturing  a 
poaple  of  nice  pike  by  means  of  spinning.  One  weighed 
81o.,  and  the  other  51b.,  both  being  in  first-c' ass  conditio  a. 
During  the  past  week  or  so  some  tirst-class  fun  has  been 
o' tunable  amongst  roach  at  Laneham,  in  the  Trent,  and 
Sheffielders  have  fared  a.-^  well  as  anybody.  Pike  fishing 
in  the  Trent  has  nob  b3en  up  to  much  this  week. 
Very  little  recreation  his  been  had  of  late  in  the  Wye  and 
Derwe  jt,  but  here  and  there  in  sheltered  spots  a  few 
grayling  and  roach  have  been  caught.  In  the  private 
waters  of  tha  Chatsworth  Club  a  moderate  number  of 
grayling  have  been  landeJ,  the  takes  averaging  from  two 
to  three  brace  per  rod.  At  Matlock  Bath  a  few  trout  have 


been  oauaht,  some  of  the  fish  weighing  about  lib.  The 
weather  just  now  is  very  unsettled,  acd  consequently  very 
few  anglers  care  to  take  any  risks. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
That  it  is  still  possible,  under  favourable  circumstances, 
for  fresh  run  salmon  to  reach  the  upper  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy,  evidence  was  last  week  forthcoming  in  the  fact 
that  some  half  a  dozen  fine  fish  were  netted  by  Mr.  Evans, 
of  Haim  Wood.  Three  of  these — bright  and  handsome 
salmon  as  one  could  desire  to  see— have  been  on  view  at 
the  establishment  of  a  local  fishmonger.  The  heaviest  fish 
weighed  231b.,  and  the  whole  averaged  17ilb.  The  fish, 
which  were  eiUgh-  at  a  noted  salmon  draft  near  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Vyrnwy  with  the  Severn,  probably 
ascended  the  river  during  the  floods  which  occurred 
some  few  weeks  ago.  It  is  held  by  many  that 
the  upper  Severn  and  Vjmwy  can  never  be 
made  good  salmon  and  trout  fishing  rivers.  It  is 
argued,  however,  on  the  contrary  by  those  who  are 
desirous  of  attempting  to  improve  the  fisheries  in  this 
district,  that  so  many  miles  of  good  water  should  not  be 
given  over  to  the  production  of  pike  and  other  coarse  fish 
without  the  strongest  efforts  being  made  to  make  salmon 
and  treat  fishing  even  as  good  as  it  was  in  years  gone  by. 
The  oft-repeated  ttoi'y  as  to  apprentices'  indentures  having 
contained  a  clause  prohibiting  their  masters  from  supply- 
ing them  with  salmon  more  than  a  certain  number  of  times 
a  fortnight  is  generally  regarded  as  a  myth,  and  certainly 
the  negative  testimony  forthcoming  is  well  nigh  incontro- 
vertible ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Severn  Conservancy  Board  and  the  statements  made  by  old 


Severn  fishermen  at  offic'a^  inquiries,  go  to  prove  that  the 
supply  of  salmon  is  steadily  declining.  Some  authorities 
contend  that  fresh  run  salmon  will  never  be  numerous  in  the 
Upper  Severn.  If  so,  then  so  much  the  better  for  the 
salmon  netters  in  the  tidal  parts  of  the  river.  Spawning 
fish,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  belisved,  should  almost 
every  winter  be  able  to  reach  the  redds  in  Sa^op  and 
Montgomeryshire,  provided  proper  facilities  be  given  them 
to  aEcend  the  river.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  certainly  behoves 
the  conservancy  board  to  take  active  measures  for  the 
improvement  of  the  fishe.ies.  That  their  first  and 
immediate  efforts  to  this  end  should  be  Cireful  itquiry 
into  the  modes  and  extent  of  netting  in  various  parts  of  the 
tidal  portions  of  the  river,  and  the  enforcement  of  all  reason- 
able restrictions,  is  the  opinion  of  many  who  have  giventhe 
matter  consid*  ration.  In  an  appendix  to  the  annuil 
report  of  the  board  for  1897  is  given  a  table  showing  ths 
proportion  of  licence  duty  for  salmon  received  in  each 
year  as  between  the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the  district 
since  the  licence  system  was  established  in  186G.  In  1807 
the  upper  water  interests  paid  to  the  board  £141  10s.  ;  in 
1896  this  had  decreased  to  £62  53.  The  returns  from  the 
tidal  waters,  on  the  other  hand,  show  a  very  substantiil 
increase.  In  1867  the  amount  was  £463  15s.,  and  in 
1896  it  was  £648  12s.  63.  The  latter  sum  is  the 
largest  ever  contributed  to  the  board  from  lower  water, 
and  as  the  supply  of  salmon  in  the  river  is  undoubtedly 
much  lower  than  it  has  ever  been,  it  is  very  reasonably 
assumed  that  the  nets  of  the  tidal  waters  are,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  river,  generally  taking  far  more  fish 
than  they  should,  and  are  depriving  proprietors  in  the 
upper  districbs  of  even  the  small  share  that  they  had  i  i 


GOOD  FREE  PIKE  and  GENERAL 
FISHING  on  the  OUSE. 

A  SCARD,  Holywell  Perry  Fishery, 
*  supplies  every  requisite — PUNTS, 
BAITS,  and  ATTENDANCE,  and  aU 
HOME  COMFORTS— at  most  reasonable 
figures,  and  invariably  secures  good  sport 
for  his  patrons  ;  will  meet  any  train  at 
St.  Ives  or  Swavesey  on  receipt  of  wire 
or  letter,  as  above. 

HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

ME.  HENBY  COXON'S  (representative  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Fiel<i)  new  and 
splendidly  illustrated  work,  "  A  MODERN 
TBEATISE  ON  PBAOTIOAL  COAESE  FISH 
ANGLING:  HOW  TO  CATCH  FISH,"  has  now 
reached  its  third  edition,  and  this  since  Christmas. 
No  such  practical  book  on  angling  was  ever 
written,  and  its  contents  have  been  highly 
extolled  by  all  the  leading  angling  and  other 
sporting  papers  in  the  British  Islea.  Send  for 
copy. 

Price  Is.  2cU,  postage  free. 
WALTON  VILLA,  WEST  BEIDGFOBD, 
NOTTINGHAM. 

MALVERN  WELLS  FISHERY. 


YEARLINGS,  FRY,  OVA.  —  Fario, 
Loch  Leven,  Fontinalis,  and  Rain- 
bow Trout. — Write  for  Illustrated  Book 
and  Price  List  (free),  Wm.  Bueqess  &  Co., 
Malvern  Wells. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES 

Hoases,  Land,  &  Estates 
To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  15s. 

Chief  Office: 
6.  ST.  BRIDE  tSTEEET,  LONDON,  E.G. 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shops,  <Jcc. 

Modem  Improvements.    Moderate  Tariff. 

Wedding  Receptions,  Regimental  and  Club  Dinners,  (Lg. 


SINGER    ^  * 
'MODELE  OE  LUXE' 


(REGISTEBES   TRADE  MARK) 


IMPORTANT  NOVELTIES 
FOR  1898. 


CYCLES 


1898  Lists  Free. 


SINGER  CYCLE  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  Coventry. 

LONDON— 17,   HOLBORN  VIADUCT. 


BIRDSGROVE  FISHING  CLUB. 


There  are  Two  VACANT  RODS  on  this  Club  Water 
for  the  coming  season,  on  about  four  miles  of  the  best 
part  of  the  River  Dove.— For  further  particulars,  apply  to 
Mr.  G.  M.  BOND  Airewas  House,  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. 


LA  PECHE  MODERNE. 


An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  ist  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Annual  Subscription,  6s.  6d. 

All  communications  should  be  addresssed  to  the  Directors — WYEES  PEi&RES, 
26,  Quai  du  Louvre,  Paris. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Btresmi, 

SHOUIiD  ADTEBTIgB  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JODRHAL 

Charges  very  moderatt. 
AddrsM:  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


Visitors  wishing  to  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  River  Dart,  where  capital  Tront 

and  Salmon  Fishingi  s  obtainable, 

SHOULD  ADVBBTISH  IN  THH 

TOTNES  TIMES, 

PnbUahed  Friday  Evening. 
14  uxyrdt,  6d.;  80  icordi,  li.,  prepaid. 
Offices :  Pore  Street,  Totnes. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADYEBTIBB  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Eecord. 

Wanted  AdvU.,  18  words,  6d. ;  SOwordt,  ls.,prepaid 
Kdirmas :  News  Office.  Aahbourna 

WESTERN  GUARDIAN. 

Uidr-WeekVy  Journal  for  the  Western  Sistriet. 
Published  Wednesdays  &  Thursdays.  Price  Id 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 
SEA  and  EIVEB  FISHING,  SHOOTINQ, 
HUNTING,  SAILING  and  BOATING,  in  the 
Sonth  Devon  District,  thronghoat  wbioh  the 
Western  Ovardian  circulates. 

Advertising  Charges  Uodtrat*. 
Head  Offices :   Totnei,  Devon. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Btonr. 

SHOULD  ADVEBTI8B  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  tor  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  adverts.,  25  words  for  is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  Sio, 

SHOULD  ASVHBnSB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill.  Cambridge 


A   SENSIBI,E   PANiriEB   AT  I.AST. 


E  AIREDALE  CREEL. 


Elegant,  durable,  light,  and 
strong  ;  enamel  lining  ;  easily 
cleansed.  Holds  141b.  of  fish, 
and  will  keep  them  moist  and 
fresh  without  leakage.  Forms 
dry  and  comfortable  seat.  Made 
with  or  without  hole  in  lid. 
Weight,  2ilb.  to  2ilb. 


JAMES  T.  PICKERSGILL  44.  MARKET 


PBICE : 

FLY  FISHERS'  CREEL, 

In  best  polished  %valnut,  14/6, 

A  Strong  and  Cheaper  Quality, 

Finished  blaclj,  8/6. 
Carriage  free.  Cash  with  order. 

PLACE,  KEIGHLEY,  YORKS, 


NOir  HEADY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

By   ootswoxjId    isys,  :m:.-a_. 


Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON.  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 
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the  past.  Of  the  sum  of  £62  58.  paid  to  the  board  from 
the  upper  or  non-tidal  waters  it  must  not  be  understood 
that  Salop  and  Montgomeryshire  provides  the  greater 
part, '  inasmuch  as  throughout  the  extensive  districts 
above  Bridgnorth  there  are  but  three  or  four  fisher- 
men who  still  continue  to  take  out  salmon  netting 
licences.  The  reports  of  the  Severn  Board  for  the  past 
eight  or  ten  years  contain  many  facts  and  statements 
emphasizing  the  urgent  necessity  of  restricting  salmon 
netting  in  the  tidal  waters,  not  only  because  it  is  most 
nnfair  to  the  interests  above,  but  more  important  still 
because  it  is  imposible  for  the  stock  of  fish  to  be  even 
maintained  in  the  future  unless  practical  reforms  in  this 
direction  are  brought  about.  The  superabundance  of  pike 
is,  of  course,  a  matter  to  which  attention  should  be  given, 
but  this  is,  comparatively  speaking,  of  small  importance 
so  far  as  salmon  is  concerned. 


holding  grayling  and  other  fish,  have  also  been  added. 
The  salmon  season,  owing  to  the  dry  autumn,  has  been  a 
failure,  but  that  for  trout  was  above  the  average.  At  the 
dinner  of  the  members,  the  retiring  president  (Mr.  J.  H. 
Davis)  gave  a  glowing  account  of  the  beauty  of  the 
Eamont  district,  and  a  humorous  narration  of  S'  ms  of  the 
members'  experiences.  The  Falford  Friendly  A  S.  held 
their  annual  meeting  the  other  evening,  when  all  passed 
off  satisfactorily. 


Comsijoniftna 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.'] 


"WHITEBAIT  AND  YAWLING." 

Dk.\r  Sir, — Allow  me  to  thank  your  esteemed  corre- 
spondent, Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  for  remarking  that  I  was 
quite  tight  in  stating  that  the  small  fry  (et  hoc  genus 
otiine)  are  usually  called  whitebait. 

But  Mr.  Jardine  also  tells  us  that  whitebait  proper  are 
the  young  of  the  shad  (sometimes  called  the  king  of  the 
herrings),  which,  in  the  soring  of  the  year,  frequent  the 
estuary  of  the  Thames,  the  Severn,  and  other  rivers  to 
spawn  ;  and  that  in  1872  the  late  Henry  Lee  and  his 
friend,  Mr.  F.  BuckJand,  placed  a  lot  of  whitebait  in  one 
of  the  BrightoB  Aqua  rium  tanks,  and  seven-eighths  of  these 
small  fry  grew  into  shad.  Mr.  Jardine  also  states,  I  am 
sorry  to  differ  from  Mr.  Gosden,  but  both  these  natnralists 
considered  this,  their  experiment,  conclusive,  and  that  it 
proved  what  were  the  true  whitebait;  also,  that  they 
were  a  distinct  species,  and  not  the  fry  of  any  other  fish, 
however  similar  in  appearance. 

Such  being  the  cise,  the  fry  of  shad  alone  must  be 
taken  to  represent  pure  whitebait.  Thera  is  not  the 
shghtest  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Jardine  knows  that  the 
Brighton  whitebait  are  different  to  other  places  (if  they 
are  all  thad,  undoubtedly  they  would  be  fo) ;  but  our 
experienced  friend  and  correspondent,  J.  C.  Wilcocks,  in 
last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  tells  us  that  Gonn,  the  white- 
bait fisherman  of  Brighton,  used  to  commence  whitebait 
fishing  in  April,  and  finished  the  first  week  in  September, 
by  which  time  the  whitebait  became  pa'pable  young 
herrings,  and  do  longer  saleable. 

Mr.  Jardine  quotes  the  year  1872,  when  it  was  definitely 
settled  at  the  Brighton  Aquarium  that  the  fry  of  shad 
were  the  true  whitebait. 

Now,  iji  Mr.  Buokland's  "British  Fithes,"  printed  in 
1873,  bein?  one  year  la»er,  it  is  stated  that  shad  were 
formerly  abundant  in  the  Thames.  The  allice  shad  is 
much  larger,  abounding  in  the  Severn  and  Wye,  but  much 
less  known  elsewhere.  Mr.  Buckland  continues  :  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  real  whitebait  ( C^'ppi 
albn),  and  upon  looking  at  the  wocdcut  given  by  Yarrell, 
simply  portrajs  a  young  herring.  ■  I  have  not  yet  seen 
or  been  able  to  discover  the  young  of  the  smelt,  nor  can  I 
make  out  the  young  of  the  shad,  but  have  seen  a  few 
specimens  of  the  sand  eel,  as  remarked  by  J.  C.  Wilcocks 
in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Where  could  those  1872  aquarium  whitebait  have  come 
from  to  have  produced  so  many  so-called  shad  y 

Mr.  Buckland  says  :  "  Londoners  are  under  the  idea 
that  whitebait  are  very  small.  AUtw  me  to  ttU  them  that 
large  quantities  of  these  young  herrings  are  thrown  back 
into  the  water,  not  being  so  marketable  as  the  small 
spratty  stuff." 

Whitebait  is  the  technical  term,  first  coined  by  the 
fisher  boys,  who,  doubling  the  glittering  fish  in  two,  put 
them  on  a  hook  and  used  them  as  bait  for catchingflat  fish. 

Would  tl  at  we  could  know  of  what  species  these  g'itter- 
ing  bait  represented.  Probably  numerous  sptcles,  thus 
whitebait.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilcocks  wishes  to  know  what  kind 
of  fish  those  ''  smcked  fish  about  half  herring  size  and  sold 
in  bundles  like  sprats.  Are  they  half  herrings'  or 
yawlings  ?  " 

These  herrings— for  such  they  really  are— not  yawlings  ; 
they  have  passed  that  degree  of  growth,  and  have  that 
which  the  yawling  has  not— some  fat  about  them.  They 
are  called  "  Digby  Chicks,"  andare  some  of  the  Yarmouth 
reds,  a  trifle  smaller,  and  probably  a  little  over  dried  or 
smoked.  I  thiak  they  were  so  called  by  "  Scotc,"  the 
oyster  salesman,  in  the  Haymarket.  At  lh)  time  when 
the  "  Capelin  "  got  scarce  they  became  an  excellent  sub- 
stitute, as  far  as  the  size  (haif  heniog)  of  these  smoked 
fish  goes.  No  doubt  Professor  Huxley  would  have  called 
them  "  mattees,"  which  is  the  Dutch  mea,ning  for  maiden 
herrings  when  about  to  spiwn  for  the  first  time.  The 
Cappoo,  in  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Tai  Hoo,  ia 
China,  is  noted  for  its  whitebait.  Query,  Whit  species:-' 
Probably  "Shad  Hoo's." — I  am,  yours  truly, 

  Frank  Gosden. 


A  YOUNG  LIVE  OTTER  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readtrj  inform  me 
how  to  obtain  a  young  o  ter  ?  Should  like  one  as  a  pet.  I 
am  willing  to  pay  a  reascnalla  sum. — Yoars,  &o., 

38,  Court-street,  Leamington.  Lea.m. 


SALMON  FISHING  IX  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — In  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  I  notice 
that  the  manager  of  the  Royal  and  Imperial  Hotel, 
Ballina,  claims  the  possession  of  the  only  portion  of  the 
river  Moy  specially  reserved  for  visitors  to  local  hotels. 
This  is  incorrect,  as  Mrs.  Murtagh,  of  the  Moy  Hotel, 
Ballina,  rents  a  large  stretch  of  the  river  for  the  use  of 
her  gu's'';S.  Fine  sport  is  to  be  had  in  the  Moy  Hotel 
water,  and  I  feel  sure  you  have  only  to  know  of  this  to 
insure  in  your  nest  issue  a  correction  of  the  erroneous 
impression  cue  would  form  from  last  week's  report.  I 
inclose  my  card  and  remain — Yours,  ic,         C.  E.  B. 


FISHING  NEAR  BEXLEY,  KENT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shouU  ba  very  mnc'a  obliged  if  yon  or 
any  of  your  numerous  readers  could  inform  me  as  to 
whether  there  is  any  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  river  Cray, 
near  Bexley,  in  Kent  ?  Whether  trout  or  coar;e  fishing, 
free  or  private  — Yours,  &c.,  A.  Bibber. 


FREE  FISHING  ON  THE  HUNTINGDON  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  that  a  corresp  mdent,  signing 
himself  "  W.,"  inquires  for  free  fishing  in  the  Onse. 

I  can  recommend  St.  Ives  as  a  suiiable  place  for  head- 
quarters, and  should  strongly  advise  gting  up  stream 
trom  thence  towards  and  above  Heroingford.  The  back- 
water leading  to  ihs  Six  Gate  Pit  i;  a  fine  stream,  and, 
under  favourable  conditions,  yields  good  sport.  Above 
the  pit,  in  the  main  stream,  and  around  Badcock's  Island 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  is  again  very  mild,  and  the  rivers,  although 
somewhat  above  their  winter  level,  are  in  capital  condition 
for  angling,  but  not  many  rods  have  been  out,  and  those 
not  very  successful.  Still,  in  some  ca^es  very  fair  baskets 
of  roach  »nd  dace  have  been  taken,  some  of  the  former 
variety  near  lib.  each.  Yery  few  chub  have  been  taken  in 
either  river.  Very  few  anglers  have  visited  the  Teme. 
Eed  Tag,  February  Eed,  and  Duns  were  tried  with  but 
little  success,  bnt  a  nice  lot  of  dace  and  a  few  grayling 
were  taken  with  the  maggot,  but  they  are  very  fuU  of 
spawn,  and  the  grayling  are  losing  condition.  Pike  fishing 
has  been  successful  in  Severn  and  Avon;  in  the  Severn  the 
fish  were  few  and  small  in  size  ;  in  the  Avon  the  fish  were 
taken  in  greater  quantity  and  much  larger  in  size  ;  at 
Defford  one  party  took  six  fish  and  lost  three  ;  at  Wyre 
several  large  fish  wera  taken,  and  in  the  Pershore  district 
capital  sport  has  been  had.  Salmon  fishing  has  not  been 
so  good  as  in  the  first  week  of  the  season  ;  bnt  some  very 
good  fish  have  been  taken  from  Worcester  downwards, 
some  of  them  close  on  301b.  weight.  The  Crown  Inn 
Angling  Society  held  their  annual  dinner  at  their  head- 
quarters, the  Crown  Inn,  Sidbury,  Mr.  S.  Smith  (the 
president)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Treasure  in  the  vice-chair. 
About  sixty  members  were  present,  among  whom  were 
Messrs.  E.  F.  Higgs,  C.  Edwards,  A.  Warner,  Harry 
Jones,  W.  Haines,  &c.  The  dinner  was  extra  good  and 
well  servedj  and  Host  Attwood  received  a  well  merited 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  excellent  catering.  The  usual  toasts 
were  given,  and  a  capital  musical  programme  well  rendered. 
The  old  favourite  Walter  Bevington  (comic),  Mr.  Taylor 
(tenor),  Brooklyn  (basso),  and  Mr.  Fletcher,  with  his 
choice  recitations,  especially  delighted  the  company,  Mr. 
Cotton  being  an  excellent  pianist.  The  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  A.  Attwood,  showed  by  his  balance-sheet  that  the 
club  was  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  progressing,  and  a 
very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  Worcester  and 
District  Angling  Association  held  their  sixth  smoking 
concert  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Working  Men's  Club, 
the  Turk's  Head,  Lowesmoor,  on  Thursday  evening  last, 
Mr.  S.  Webb  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  capital  company 
present,  and  any  amormt  of  talent,  vocal  and  instrumental, 
the  songs  and  pieces  being  exceptionally  well  rendered, 
and  highly  applauded.  Host  Seth  Robinson  provided  the 
band,  and  looked  well  after  the  wants  of  the  company,  and 
everything  passed  off  very  pleasantly.  The  Malvern 
Association  of  Anglers  held  their  annual  meeting  at  their 
headquarters,  the  North  Malvern  Hotel ;  the  vice-presi- 
dent, Mr.  F.  Thomas,  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  S.  F. 
Higgs,  _  the  hon.  secretary,  and  many  other  members. 
Apologies  were  received  from  the  president,  Mr.  Dawson, 
and  Col.  W.  S.  Young,  the  latter  inclosing  a  donation  of 
£1  Is.  The  hon.  secretary  presented  the  balance-sheet, 
which  was  very  satisfactory  and  accepted,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  past  season  was  unanimously 
passed,  and  the  officers  for  the  present  season  elected. 
The  rules  were  revised,  and  it  was  determined  to  limit  the 
membership  to  sixty.  Other  important  business  was 
transacted,  and  the  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Cornparatively  few  anglers  have  been  out  lately,  as  the 
conditions  have  not  been  of  a  kind  to  tempt  ordinary 
followers  of  the  sport  far  away  from  hearth  and  home. 
The  week-end  reports  were  variable ;  with  most  rivers 
more  or  less  flooded,  and  the  recurrence  of  choppy  winds, 
little  had  been  done  generally.  Some  passing  en  joyment 
has  been  experienced  among  the  grayling  below  Richmond 
town  ;  whilst  in  the  Ure,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Borough- 
bridge,  pike  have  yielded  some  measure  of  reward.  Sea 
angling  in  the  Scarborough  district  continues  indifferent. 
Owing  to  the  shallowness  of  the  streams,  trout  fishing  in 
1897  was  rather  poor.  The  trout  season  is  apprc aching, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  better  fortune  awaits  the  followers  of 
the  pastime.  There  will  again  be  a  liberal  distribution  of 
yearling  trout  to  clubs  and  waters.  Anglers  in  the  Codbeck, 
Thirsk,  appear  to  have  a  grand  prospect,  as  the  trout 
season  augurs  well  for  anglers  on  this  favourite  water.  In 
addition  to  the  supply  left  over  from  last  year,  there  have 
been  placed  in  the  water,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Spa,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  northward  of  Thirsk,  500  two- 
year-old  trout  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  H.  T. 
Turpia  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Thirsk  A.C.),  the  Rev.  T. 
Stimpson,  Mr.  Hope,  Mr.  J.  Wright,  and  Mr.  W.  Wright. 
The  lish  were  in  splendid  condition  when  consigned  to 
their  natural  element.  The  Yorkshire  A.A.  held  their 
yearly  meeting  at  Pownley's  Rooms,  Bond  -  street, 
Leeds,  a  few  days  ago.  The  report  stated  it  to  be  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  The  waters  under  its  control  were 
excellent  in  variety  and  character,  and  consist  ofr  several 
miles  of  the  rivers  Lowther,  Eamont,  and  Eden,  which 
are  well  stocked  with  trout,  and  salmon  also  in  the  season. 
The  Edenhall  Lake  has  recently  been  acquired  and  stocked 
with  rainbow  trout.    Two  or  three  miles  of  the  Costa, 


WILD  DUCK  IN  TREES. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  15  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  refers  to 
what  you  said,  in  your  very  good  notice  of  my  recent  book, 
"  Men  I  Have  Fished  With,"_  regarding  the  wood  duck. 
I  do  not  know  the  Australian  bird  of  that  name,  but  the 
bird  of  which  I  wrote  is  confined  to  America,  where  it  is 
also  known  as  "  summer  duck,"  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
ducks  (Ait  sponsa).  It  is  bred  in  English  gardens,  where 
for  some  reason  it  is  cilled  "Carolina  duck,"  a  name 
never  heard  on  this  side  of  the  water.  It  not  only  alights 
on  trees  for  rest  and  to  pull  acorns  and  fruits,  but  it  nests 
in  hollow  trees  like  a  woodpecker.  The  joke  was  that 
when  a  boy  of  ten,  fishing  in  a  mill  pond,  I  told  Reub 
Wood  that  I  had  seen  wild  duck  alight  upon  trees,  and  I 
was  made  a  butt  for  the  wit  of  older  boys  who  did  not 
know  that  such  a  thing  was  possible,  until  I  was  ashamed 
to  assert  the  fact,  until  in  later  years,  when  I  could  retort 
on  Reuben.  The  story  is  told  much  better  in  the  book. 
The  American  wood  duck  is  one  of  our  best  table  birds, 
ranking  with  the  teals,  and  above  the  mallards.  I  used  to 
breed  them  when  I  lived  in  the  country,  and  exhibited 
them  at  the  poultry  shows  in  New  York  for  many  years. 
They  are  fully  webbed,  bnt  can  sit  on  the  selvage  of 
ordinary  poultry  netting. — Yours,  &c., 

New  York.    Fred  Mather. 


BARBULES  ON  BARBEL. 
Sir, — It  is  not  often  one  catches  Mr.  Buckland  napping, 
but  in  "  British  Fis'aes,"  re  barbel,  he  makes  it  have  six 
barbules — four  on  the  upper  jaw,  and  two  shorter  ones. 
"Bickerdyke,"  Keene,  Rooper,  and  Honghto)n,  &c.,  dis- 
tinctly say  four.  It  is  rather  peculiar,  because  he  says,  "It 
will  be  seen  that  there  are  four,"  &c. ;  but  it  is  impossible 
to  see  what  is  not  there.  His  description  tallies  exactly 
with  the  stone  loach. — Yours,  &c  ,  H.  E. 


SAD  NEWS. 

Sir, — Some  sad  news  reaches  me  from  Ireland  ;  £200 
woith  of  trout  was  seized  at  Holj-head,  cn  mute  to 
Billingsgate  from  the  Shannon,  on  an  early  day  of  this 
carrent  month  of  February,  the  case  against  the  consignors 
being  that  the  fish  were  captured  in  the  close  season. 
Such  is  the  report  in  an  Athlone  weekly  p  iper  which  meets 
my  eye,  and  a  sad  and  sorry  business  the  whole  thing  is. 
I  do  not,  of  course,  speak  exclusively  of  the  incident  of 
the  seizure  merely;  it  is  all  that  it  m^ans  and  suggests 
that  makes  me  droop  and  drop  the  metaphoric  tear. 

The  first  sad  feature  is  that  there  will  be  no  conviction. 
There  we  have  the  sadness  of  the  spectacle  of  upwards  of 
a  ton  of  fine  front  annually  poached  out  of  one  Irish  lake, 
and  no  power  on  earth  able,  so  far,  to  prevent  it ;  there  is 
the  _  distressing  sadness  that  this  work  is  regarded  as 
an  inherited  honest  means  of  living  by  poachers  and 
sympathisers,  a  vested  interest  with  which  no  man  may 
interfere ;  and  it  is  sad  enough  also  to  reflect  that  if  we 
by  some  heroic  means  deprive  these  poachers  of  the  lonely  * 
islands  of  Lough  Ree  of  this  their  only  visible  means  of 
living,  they  will  have  to  go  upon  the  parish,  for  even  a 
Scotchman  himself  would  starve  on  one  of  those  ragged 
rocks  where  dwell  these  toilers  of  the  sea. 

Well,  one  can  be  too  pessimistic  perhaps  even  here,  so 
let  us  hope  that  in  some  remoter  and  happier  age  the 
netter  will  ceas3  from  troubling,  and  the  otterer  be  at 
rest,  though  some  of  us  are  far  too  old  to  derive  much 
personal  gratification  from  this  reflection. 

The  islemen  it  appears  have  seen  the  Athlone  magis- 
trates, and  made  oath  that  the  fish  were  captured 
legitimately  towards  the  close  of  last  open  season,  and 
transferred  to  ponds  in  thnr  i-lands  to  await  the  opening 
of  the  following  one,  when  the  price  of  trout  is  at  the 
highest,  and  it  seems  to  me  this  nut  will  take  some 
cracking.  Of  course,  we  Athlone  people  know  all  about 
the  real  facts  of  the  case  ;  but  up  to  the  present  have 
failed  tp  bring  a  case  of  netting  in  the  close  season  home 
to  the  islanders.  The  look-out  man  on  his  rocky  post  of 
observation  has  never  failed  them,  and,  as  for  removing 
them  from  their  islands,  are  they  not  Irish  tenants  who 
can  now  defy  the  world  in  legal  arms  with  its  landlords  at 
its  head  ?  Incidentally,  I  believe  they  pay  no  rent,  or 
very  li1;tle  ;  but  all's  one  for  that.  Their  foot  is  on  their 
native  isle,  and  their  name  is  fixity  of  tenure.  The  season, 
too,  opens  with  February,  and  tney  never  move  till  the 
month  is  in.  Netting,  it  is  true,  is  not  in  tOl  much  later, 
but  whether  that  affects  a  man's  right  to  scoop  out  his 
captured  fish  from  his  private  pond  iu  his  garden  I  know 
not.  It  is  remarkable— and  sad— that  ttie  beat  netting  is 
always  to  be  had  in  the  close  season. 

Last,  arid  saddest  of  all,  is  the  reflection  what  such  a 
Jake  as  this  would  be  for  the  angler  if  it  only  got  fair  play, 
when  the  stolen  harvest  of  a  few  months  amounts  to  such 
a  wealth  of  fish  as  this  '.  And  notwithstanding  the  pitiless 
devastation  of  y(  ars  and  years,  this  grand  sheet  of  water 
can  give  aa  occasional  day's  lair  fishing  even  still,  though, 
of  com 89,  the  merciless  drain  is  beginning  to  toll.  But  a 
time  may  cornel — Yours,  &c.,  Mona. 
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(by  the  way,  one  of  the  most  delightful  spots  I  know), 
very  fair  fishing  can  be  had. 

My  experience  of  the  Ouse  (that  is,  between  Hunting- 
don and  Eaiith)  is  that  it  is  wise  to  avoid  the  stretch 
between  the  stanch  below  St.  Ives  and  Holywell  Ferry, 
two  spots  excepted. 

-  I  may  say  that  the  fishing  is  free,  but  I  myself  have 
felt  it  a  n  a  ter  of  honour  to  join  the  St.  Ives  District 
Angling  Society.  I  have  found  it  b-^st,  and  I  advise 
others  to  tike  a  boat,  and  some  advice  from  John  Doo 
(The  Quay,  St.  Ives),  when  on  anglirg  bent  in  that 
district. 

Mr.  E.  Collinson  is  the  hen.  sec.  of  the  St.  Ives  Angling 
Society.  Write  or  call  upon  him  at  1,  Broadway,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts.  Yours,  &c., 

  Geo.  a.  Smith. 


FISHING  IN  THE  NECKAR,  GEEMANY. 
Deae  Sir, — I  would  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  give  me  information  reg-ai-ding  fishing 
)u  the  Neckar,  at  Mannheim  and  Heidelberg  (Germany)  ; 
also  what  fish,  close  times,  licences,  best  tackle,  and  flies. 
—Yours,  &c.  A.  H.  L.  Bohemann. 


FISHING  IN  GALICIA,  SPAIN. 
Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Kod,"  as  to  trout  fishing,  I  should 
advise  him  to  try  Vigo.  The  General  Steam  Navigation 
Company's  steamers,  I  think,  touch  thei'e,  or  there  are 
several  lines  that  do,  and  he  will  there  find  himself  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  several  good  rivers,  and  the  "  Hotel 
Nacional-)  "  in  Vigo  is  very  fair  for  a  Spanish  hotel,  and, 
though  not  first  rate,  is  exceptionally  cheap,  I  _  think 
.5  pesetas  a  day  "  en  pension,"  which  is  about  4s.  in  our 
money. 

I  made  careful  inquiry  about  the  ^shing,  as  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  had  just  left  after  having  had  excellent  sport, 
taking  a  large  number  of  very  heavy  fish,  and  I  was  told 
that  101b.  trout  are  not  uncommon.  At  any  rate,  there 
are  several  streams  within  moderate  distance,  and  there  is 
a  railroad  to  the  place  he  meLtions,  (  e.,  Lugo,  the  liver 
Minho,  on  which  it  is  situate,  coming  down  not  very  far 
from  Vigo.  I  did  not  fish  there  myself,  circumstances 
calling  me  away  after  I  had  made  all  preparations  to  do  so. 
I  will  only  add  that  a^ay  from  the  towns  no  accommoda- 
tion is  to  te  had,  the  small  inns  being  just  such  as 
were  described  in  "  Don  Quixote  of  Maritoones  and  the 
Carrier." 

I  did  not  find  out  much  as  to  flies,  but  was  told  the  fish 
were  very  greedy  and  guileless  in  the  extreme.  It  is  how- 
ever, some  seven  years  since  I  was  there,  and  there  may 
be  a  change  in  that  respect. 

If  your  correspondent  takes  a  gun,  he  will  find  consider- 
able wildfowl  shooting  in  that  neighbourhood.  —  I  am, 
yours  obediently,  Charles  Btjlkelet  Johnson. 

Kew.   

BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS  SOCIETY'S  NEW 
ROLES,  &c. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  a  letter  from  "  A 
Member  "  in  your  la«t  issue,  it  is  right  to  say  that  the 
London  Chatham  and  Dover  Railway  Company  has  already 
extended  the  privilege  of  the  week-end  ticket  at  reduced 
fare  to  those  members  who  book  at  Heme  Hill  Station  ; 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  South-Eastern  Railway  Company 
may  follow  suit  by  granting  a  similar  concession  in  respect 
of  New  Cross  Station. 

The  provision  of  cheap  facilities  for  sea  fishing  for  the 
benefit  of  Londoners  is  one  important  object  of  the  society ; 
but  in  the  opinion  both  of  myself  and  of  others  who 
praptised  sea  angling  long  before  the  society  was  thought 
of,  this  object  has  been  permitted  in  some  measure  to 
overshadow  other  purposes  for  which  the  society  was 
formed. 

The  appo'ntment  of  trustworthy  agents  at  the  best 
fishing  stations  all  round  the  coasts  of  both  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  ;  arrangement's  for  a  reduced  tariff  at  seaside 
hotels  ;  the  selection  of  competent  and  steady  boatmen 
willing  to  engage  themselves  and  to  furnish  bait  at 
moderate  charges  ;  accurate  information  as  to  the  seasons 
when  the  vari  >us  species  of  sea  fish  may  be  angled  for  with 
success,  were  among  these  purposes. 

As  regards  the  matter  of  the  reduced  sulscription  for 
members  of  other  ai  g.ing  societies,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive 
any  valid  reason  for  the  continuance  of  this  ru'e.  Whatever 
pecuniary  loss  may  be  caused  by  the  resignation  of  those 
who  are  unwilling  to  pay  a  half  guinea  subscription,  will, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  be  more  than  compensated  by  the 
enhanced  subscriptions  of  those  who  remain ;  but  upon 
this  point  it  may  be  well  to  await  the  general  meeting. 
The  new  rule  as  to  subscriptions,  in  whatever  form  the 
committee  may  have  approved  of  it,  will  then  be  laid 
before  the  general  body  of  members,  and  the  committee, 
which  is  largely  composed  of  members  of  other  angling 
societies,  may,  I  think,  be  trusted  not  to  deal  unfairly 
with  the  freshwater  anglers.  If  there  are  to  be  two  lates 
of  subscription,  it  seems  worth  consideration  whether  it 
would  not  be  good  {-olicy  to  have  two  cldssts  of  members 
— "town"  and  "country" — the  latter  paying  (as  in 
many  London  clubs)  a  smaller  subscription  than  the 
former. 

Probably  the  most  practical  form  in  which  this  idea  can 
be  embodied  would  he  the  adoption  of  a  rule  couched  in 
somewhat  of  the  following  terms  : 

' '  That  upon  the  formation  of  any  local  centre  at  a  place 
not  less  than  100  miles  from  London,  and  consisting  of  not 
less  than  twenty  members  of  this  society,  the  executive  be 
empowered  to  remit  annually  to  such  centre  a  grant  to 
meet  the  local  expenses  incurred  at  such  centre.  The 
amount  so  granted  is  not  to  exceed  one-balf  of  the  total 
amount  of  the  annual  subscrip  ions  received  from  the 
members  composing  such  ceutre." 

The  adoption  of  such  a  rule  would,  it  miy  reasonably 
be  expected,  bring  a  large  accession  of  country  members. 


and  it  would  materially  aid  in  advancing  the  objects  of  the 
society.  Moreover,  it  would  assist  sea  anglers  as  such, 
which  is  more  than  can  be  said  for  the  existing  system  of 
reducing  the  subscription  for  the  benefit  of  freshwater 
clubmen. — Yours,  &c.,    Hamus. 

PIKE-RECENT  REPORTED  CAPTURES. 
Dear  Sir, — Jan.  25th.  Thames,  Bablock,  caught  by 
Dr.  W.  J.  Turrell,  a  pike,  3ft  Sin.  length;  23iin.  girth, 
25Jlb.  weight.  Feb.  5th.  Thames,  Radcot,  caught  by 
Mr.  Frank  Page,  a  pike,  3ft.  7in.  length  ;  21Jin.  girth, 
281b.  weight.  If  the  pike  caught  by  Dr.  Turrell  weighed 
25|lb.,  how  could  Mr.  P.  Page's  pike,  which  measured 
one  inch  shoiter,  and  Ifin.  Jess  girth,  have  weighed  28lb.  ? 
Perhaps  Mr.  F.  Page  can  explain  this,  and  inform  your 
readers  whether  the  fish  was  weighed  by  the  secretary  of 
any  angling  society,  or  how  its  weight  was  authenticated  ? 
I  gave  incorrect  measurements  of  Canon  Dyke's  23lb. 
pike  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  5th.  They  should 
have  been— length, '3ft.  9in.  ;  girth  23in.,  weight  28!b.— 
Yours,  &c.,  Esox  Lucius. 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  intend  going  to  Ireland  during  next 
month  (latter  end)  to  fish  Lough  Mask  and  neighbourhood, 
or  Lough  Conn  from  Ballina.  Should  you  know  of 
another  angler  who  is  going  as  well,  and  would  like  to 
join  me,  shall  be  glad  to  know.— Yours,  &o.. 

Orange  and  Grouse. 


ANGLING  ON  RIVER  LBNNON,  KILMACRENAN, 
Co.  DONEGAL. 
Deae  Sir, — On  Feb.  9  the  Rev.  P.  Tydd  landed  a  nice 
fish  of  61b.  weight.  This  is  the  first  catch  known  of  this 
season  so  early.  The  fith  was  splendid,  being  just  new  up 
from  the  sea,  and  proved  its  freshness  by  giving  the 
reverend  gentleman  thirty  minutes  of  exciting  sport  ere  he 
landed  it.  On  previous  day  the  same  gentleman  hooked  a 
larger  fish,  which  managed  to  escape;  he  has  also  had 
several  rises,  proving  that  there  are  plenty  of  salmon  in 
the  river.  The  Lennrn  is  noted  as  being  amongst  the 
best  salmon  rivers  in  Ireland,  and  the  above  goes  to  prove 
that  it  is  a  river  for  early  fishing.  The  river  is  only  five 
minutes'  walk  from  the  village  of  Kilmacrenan,  at  which 
place  there  is  good  accommodation  at  Taylor's  Hotel. — 
Yours,  &c.,    Correspondent. 

SHRIMPS  FOR  CHUB  AND  BARBEL. 
Sir,— In  M.  C.  de  Boinville's  interesting  lecture  which 
you  recently  published,  he  states  that  one  autumn  he 
caught  chub  and  barbel  with  shrimp.    Would  he  kindly 
reply  to  the  following  catechism  :  — 

1.  Freshwater  or  sea  shrimps  ? 

2.  If  sea  shrimps,  pink  or  brown,  fished  whole  or 
skinned  ? 

3.  Used  on  ledger  floxt  or  float  ledger  ? 

4.  Was  this  the  only  occasion  cn  which  birbel  showed  a 
partiality  for  this  bait  ? 

5.  What  is  the  appropriate  ground-bait — broken,  loose 
shrimps,  shrimps  in  clay,  or  what  ? 

If  it  would  not  be  too  much  trouble,  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged  by  his  replies  to  above. — Yours  truly, 

G.  Westrup. 

PISHING  ON  THE  GOLD  COAST. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  starting  very  shortly  for  the  (Jold 
Coast  of  Africa,  where  I  expect  to  remain  some  time. 

I  should  be  very  glad  if  any  of  yovir  readers  could  give  me 
any  information  as  to  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  that 
district,  and  the  class  of  tackle  requir;d. 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  faithfully, 

E.  J.  P. 

A  FEW  HINTS  UPON  WADERS,  &c. 
Dear  Sir, — The  writer  of  the  article  in  your  issue  of 
Feb.  5  fpmds  all  lis  energy  on  waders  and  brogues,  and 
dismisses  the  subject  of  rubter  boots  as  comparatively  of 
little  use,  because  if  they  get  damp  inside  they  are  difiicult 
to  dry  again.  And  so  they  are,  but  as  prevention  is  always 
better  than  cure,  why  let  them  get  damp  inside  at  all  ?  It 
is  easily  preventable,  as  I  will  shortly  explain,  though 
one  cannot  always  guard  against  a  stumble  in  bad  rocky  or 
bouldery  river  bottoms,  and  if  a  fall  should  take  place,  and 
the  wading  boots  fill  over  the  tops  only  partially  and  to  a 
small  extent,  why,  there  you  are,  in  a  mess,  and  have  got 
to  dry  them  somehow,  and  probably  the  warm  oats  plan  is 
the  best. 

I  used  to  swear  by  waders  and  brogues,  but  the  last 
time  I  wanted  a  new  outfit  I  thought  I  would  try  boots, 
because  I  had  an  idea  I  could  avoid  any  dampness  inside 
(below  the  knee,  for  that  is  the  crucial  point),  and  the 
following  plan  answers  admirably  all  the  purpose  of 
ordinary  wear  and  condensation  of  moisture  from  per- 
spiration. 

I  got  Cording  and  Co.  to  make  me  a  pair  of  very  thin 
mackintosh  cloth  stockings,  just  the  measure  of  my  feet 
and  legs  up  to  the  knee.  I  first  pull  on  a  pair  of  thin,  light, 
lamb's  wool  socks  over  my  ordinary  knickerbocke"  stock- 
ings, and  over  these  I  draw  on  the  tbin  stocKings  of 
mackintosh  cloth,  and  fasten  them  at  the  knee  to  my 
breeches  with  a  nursery  safety  pin  each  side,  to  prevent 
slipping  d(  wn,  then  I  pull  on  the  wadiag  boots.  The 
action  is  this,  that  the  soft  inner  "  sock  "  absorbs  most  of 
the  condensed  perspiration  moisture,  and  whrt  passes 
through  is  deposited  on  the  inner  side  of  the  mackintosh 
stocking,  and  is  prevented  from  reaching  the  boot  at  all, 
c  nsequently  it  ni  ver  gets  wet,  and  when  pulled  off  at 
nigbt,  after  a  long  day  in  strong  heat  and  perspiration, 
the  boots  are  dry  inside  from  the  knees  downwards,  pro- 
bably damp  enough  from  knees  upwards  ;  but  that  does 
not  matter,  as  they  are  easily  turned  down  and  dried 
thereabouts,  as  are  also  the  thin  mackintosh  stockings. 


The  comfort  to  the  feet  from  the  double  sock  inside  the 
boot  is  grateful,  but  a  size  larger  boot  must  be  purchased 
for  use  with  these  two  inner  appliances  than  without  them, 
and  it  is  never  wise  to  have  waders  "  too  good  a  fit." 

Salmon  fishers  must;,  of  course,  wear  waders  and  brogues, 
because  they  want  trousers,  and  well  up  to  their  armpits 
for  deep  wadibg;  but  for  trout  fishing  in  tbe  northern 
rivers  boots  are  sufiicient,  and  I  do  not  like,  personally,  to 
wade  more  than  within  Gin.  of  their  tops;  though;  being 
6ft.  tall  in  my  stockings,  I  can  use  as  fairly  long  pair  of 
boots  as  most  folks. 

Boots  made  of  leather  and  black  rubbered  outside  are 
far  more  comfortable  wear  than  waders  and  brogues, 
though  the  leg  substance  feels  stouter.  The  whole  boot  is 
lighter,  and  it  resists  the  dragging  action  of  the  water 
more  pleasantly  than  the  soaked  fibrous  material  cf 
waders,  and  when  you  step  out  of  the  water  the  surface 
does  not  hold  the  wet.  They  are  infinitely  less  puncturable 
by  thorns  than  waders,  and  I  have  never  hrd  a  leakage  of 
that  nature  in  a  pair  of  boots.  The  smooth  surface  cf  the 
rubber  on  the  outside  of  the  leather  does  not  collect  mud 
and  slime  and  weeds  so  readily  as  fibrous  stuffs,  and  the 
unavoidable  strapj  or  laces  of  brogues  hold  a  good  deal  of 
refuse  sometimes. 

A  waterproof  coat  for  fishing  is  another  important 
article  of  the  river  fly  fisher's  outfit.  Of  course,  in  a  brat 
on  a  loch  you  can  do  with  any  style  of  coat,  and  tha 
stouter  and  stronger  the  better  in  really  bad  weather. 
But  what  I  want  to  find,  and  cannot,  is  a  really  light, 
short  mackintosh,  not  longer  than  down  to  the  knee,  so  as 
to  cover  the  wading  boot  tops  well,  which  is  also  absolutely 
impervious  to  heavy  showers  of  rain.  I  have  tried  the 
best  waterproof  firms,  but  the  lightest  stuff  to  be  got  is  a 
thin,  fine  woollen  stuff,  with  a  fine  rubber  film  on  one  side 
only,  and  you  cannot  get  one  of  these  coats  to  weigli  l^ss 
than  2 Jib.  or  31b.,  and  that  is  too  much  to  lug  about  all 
day  strapped  to  one's  creel,  whether  it  gets  filled  with 
trout  or  not. 

The  desideratum  for  a  walking  trout  fisher  would  be  a 
coat  made  from  two  thicknesses  of  silk,  well  cemented 
together  with  rubber  solution.  The  colour  should  be  a 
quiet  grey  or  grey-brown  shade — pattern  of  no  consequence 
— made  loose  and  (-asy,  so  that  it  can  be  popped  on  or 
pulled  off  again  readily,  as  a  shower  comes  and  goes,  and 
re-strapped  to  the  creel  wlien  not  in  use,  and  1  imagine 
such  a  coat  would  not  weigh  more  than  lib. 

Ladies'  rain  cloaks  are  made  of  a  very  light  material, 
proofed  one  side  only,  but  that  staff  is  far  too  flimsy  for 
an  angler's  work,  and  would  not  turn  steady  rain  for  five 
minutes.  Silk  of  good  quality  is  light,  close  grained,  and 
very  tough,  and  though  it  might  be  expensive,  I  really 
believe  that  a  downright  good  mackintosh  coat  made  of 
double  silk,  cemented  in  the  piece,  and  warranted  impervious 
to  water,  would  have  a  good  demand  from  anglers  who  are 
particular  about  not  carrying  too  heavy  a  load,  and  who 
would  rather  get  wet  than  be  overweighted  on  their 
shoulders  (except  with  fish). 

Can  any  reader  give  me  a  "good  tip"  (in  return  for 
mine  earlier  in  this  letter)  where  to  get  such  a  garment 
exclusively  for  use  in  walking  fly  fishing,  and  I  will  feel 
much  obliged  ? 

If  any  "  waterproofing  "  firm  will  take  the  matter  up,  I 
would  be  pleased  to  assist.as  far  aslcm,  in  settling  material, 
in  colour,  weight,  and  texture,  if  they  will  ask  Mr.  Marston 
to  put  themselves  into  postal  communication  with  me.  It 
seems  to  me  not  so  much  a  question  of  price  of  such  a 
coat,  as  its  absolutely  reliable  qualities  in  lightness,  tough- 
iiess,  colour,  wear,  and  repulsion  of  water  under  every 
possible  provocation. 

There  are,  I  think,  some  light,  yellow,  cotton  oiled 
garments  to  be  had  (used  by  yachtsmen  and  sailors),  bat 
they  would  prove  sticky  abominations  for  use  on  showery 
days  when  fly  fishing  and  walking  over  rough  country 
riversides. 

We  know  the  advantages  cf  the  Fishing  Gazette  in 
getting  "  subjects  "  well  ventilated,  and  supply  of  anglers' 
wants  in  consequence,  and  I  hope  the  trade  may  think  this 
worth  taking  up.— Yours,  Mackintosh. 

WONDERFUL  CAPTURE  OF  TWO  HARES 
WHILE  FISHING. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  hope  you  will  think  the 
inclosed  yarn  worthy  of  a  corner  in  the  F.  G.  It  was  told 
me  by  an  old  chap,  who  is  most  indignant  if  his  word  is 
doubted.    With  kind  regards. — Sincerely  yours, 

W.  S.  BUDDICOM. 

Here  is  the  yarn  : 

"  Squire,  did  you  ever  have  a  day's  fishing  with  Uncle 
Bill?  " 

"  No,  I  don't  think  I  ever  did,  Dick  ;  but  I  well  remem- 
ber the  old  chap.    What  about  him,  Dick  ?  " 

"  There  aint  no  such  fishermen  nowadays.  Bill  never 
sold  his  citch  for  ]e.=s  tbau  fifteen  bob,  and  he  liked  a  bit 
of  game,  too,  did  Bill." 

"  All  right,  Dick.  Tell  us  a  yarn  about  your  days 
together." 

"  Well,  squire,  one  day  we  were  fishing  together,  and 
Bill  broke  his  rod,  and  I  went  with  him  to  get  a  piece  of 
cobblers'  wax  and  some  hemp  to  mend  it  with.  The 
cobbler  gave  Bill  a  good  lump,  about  as  big  as  a  hen's 
egg,  and  we  went  back  to  the  river.  It  was  a  very  hot 
day,  and  we  got  under  the  shade  of  a  bush.  Bill  was 
splicing  the  rod,  and  I  was  watching  him,  when  he 
happened  to  look  up,  and  there  was  a  jolly  big  hare 
running  down  the  field  towards  us,  and  she  came  so  close 
that  Bill  up  with  the  lump  of  wax,  1  ts  fly,  and  catches 
her  right  on  the  forehead,  and  tbe  wax  stuck  there.  She 
swings  round,  and  tears  back  again,  running  up  a  furrow, 
and  happened  t)  meet  an  old  jack  hare  running  down. 
Their  heads  came  together  like  two  tups  having  a  bunting 
match,  and  I'm  blest  if  they  didn't  stick  fast,  and  so  we 
got  the  two.    Eh,  he  was  pleased,  was  Bill. 

"  Thanks,  Squire.    Don't  mind  if  I  do  have  a  drop." 
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In  order  to  publish  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  "  in 
time  for  the  trade,  it  has  become  absolutely 
necessary  to  go  to  press  early  on  Friday 
morning.  In  future  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday  Evening 

— ,  i6«  — ^ 

WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPOEATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  26th,  1898. 
SALMON  PROBLEMS  UP  TO  DATE. 


The  ways  of  Salmo  salar  are  past  finding  out. 
The  salmon  philosopher  of  any  standing  has  long 
ago  discovei-ed  that  the  more  experience  he  seems 
to  be  accumulating  in  regard  to  angling  and 
■fishing  lore,  and  the  ways  of  the  salmon  generally, 
the  less  he  seems  to  know.  In  short,  he  feels  that 
the  older  he  grows  the  more  need  he  has  of  more 
and  more  exact  knowledge,  and  the  less  and  less 
conceited  he  becomes  in  his  ideas  as  to  salmon 
problems.  But  although  this  may  assuredly  be 
the  case  with  most  open  and  inquiring  minds,  yet 
there  are  some  well  defined  rules,  the  result  of 
long  and  continuous  observations,  as  to  the 
migratory  movements  of  the  Salmonidi»  family, 
which  the  salmon  philosopher  will  not  readily 
.give  up  without  good  cause.  He  will  hold  to  his 
behef  tenaciously,  because  it  is  not  only  founded 
on  his  own  meagre  and  perhaps  intermittent 
observations,  but  it  has  also  been  the  belief- 
traditional  or  otherwise— of  other  and  more  sage 
observers  in  times  past.  One  of  these  popular 
behefs  has  just  received  a  severe  shaking,  so  much 


so,  that  one  of  the  most  extensive  tacksmen  on 
the  east  coast,  a  salmon  fishery  proprietor,  and  an 
angler  to  boot,  a  member  of  the  Dee  Fishery 
Boai'd,  and  one  of  the  leading  authorities  on 
Salmo  and  his  ways,  who  may  with  confidence 
command  a  hearing  at  any  time  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary lobby  or  out  of  it,  has  just  declared  that 
it  has  so  upset  all  his  most  careful  calculations 
that  for  the  future  he  will  make  no  more,  and 
even  cease  trusting  to  those  of  others,  either  past, 
present,  or  for  the  future. 

It  has  been  so  common  an  observation,  in  past 
seasons,  that  a  good  grilse  season  is  certainly  to 
be  followed  by  a  good  early  run  of  spring  fish, 
and,  conversely,  that  a  bad  grilse  season  is  as 
certain  to  be  followed  by  a  bad  spring  fishing, 
that  it  has  become  a  fixed  rule  among  fishermen 
that  when  the  one  happens  so  certainly  will  it  be 
followed  by  the  other.  In  fact,  the  law  of  cause 
and  efEect  over  again. 

Now,  it  may  be  remembered  that  last  season's 
grilse  crop  was  an  entire  failure,  as  far  as  the 
most  prolific  of  Scotch  salmon  waters  was  con- 
cerned. There  had  not  been  such  a  poor  show  of 
grilse  during  any  previous  season  within  the 
memory  of  the  proverbial  oldest  fisherman.  But 
memory  was  not  trusted  to  alone.  Statistics  kept 
regularly  at  most,  if  not  all,  the  netting  stations, 
showed  the  same  disastrous  state  of  matters. 
Nor  was  the  angler  a  whit  better  than  the  netter 
in  regard  to  his  head  of  grilse,  but  worse. 
From  this  it  was  concluded  that  the  present 
spring  would  prove  a  very  poor  one  in  regard  to 
the  crop  of  early  spring  fish.  Probably  the  word 
'■crop  "  may  smell  somewhat  agricultui-al ;  but  we 
do  not  claim  the  distinction  of  coining  it.  Spare 
us  this.  The  Scotch  Fishery  Board's  reports  are 
responsible  for  its  introduction  at  least,  and  it 
suits  our  present  purpose  well.  "  A  rose  by  any 
other  name  may  smell  as  sweet."  But  '■  revenons 
a  nos  moutons."  During  the  first  two  days  of 
the  present  season  over  one  thousand  salmon 
were  netted  on  the  Dee  and  adjacent  coast 
stations  between  the  first  dipping  of  the  net  at 
twelve  o'clock  on  Thursday  night — or,  rather, 
Friday  morning — and  six  o'clock  on  Saturday 
night,  when  the  Sunday  slap  intervened  and  put 
an  end  to  the  slaughter.  Add  to  this  that  only  a 
certain  part  of  the  Dee  tidal  is  netted,  and  that  a 
strong  westerly  gale  prevented  the  full  benefit  of 
the  coast  stations  being  reaped,  as  it  was  next 
forenoon  before  all  the  leadei's  could  be  got  in, 
and  that  the  returns  from  them  were  veiy 
meagre  for  the  first  day,  and  the  full  signifi- 
cance of  such  magnificent  results  will  become 
more  apparent. 

Although  this  in  itself  is  quite  sufiicient  to 
prove  the  present  season  to  be  an  exception  to 
the  rule  that  a  poor  grilse  year  is  inevitably 
followed  by  a  poor  spring  run,  yet  the  character 
it  is  earning  for  breaking  away  from  the  fixed 
order  of  things  by  no  means  rests  on  this  alone. 
If  it  were  so,  we  would  have  but  a  grim  satisfac- 
tion in  ponderirg  over  it,  something  akin  to  the 
feeling  of  counting  another's  gold,  and  that  other 
anything  but  a  friend — the  netter. 

Ever  since  the  first  week  in  December  fresh 
spring  fish  have  been  running  the  Dee.  I  met 
a  keeper  from  the  upper  reaches  last  week,  and 
being  anxious  on  this  point,  and  to  ascertain  how 
far  inland  the  early  migration  might  have  reached 
before  the  season  opened,  the  fact  was  elicited  that 
fresh  run  fish  were  at  the  Lynn  of  Dee  in  the 
middle  of  January.  Breathe  it  not  in  Gath ;  but 
he  actually  ate  them,  and,  although  we  did  not 
inquire  too  closely  how  he  came  by  such  an 
acceptable  early  dish,  yet  I  believe  him 
implicitly.  Let  us  be  charitable,  and  put  the 
"  murder  "  on  the  otter.  They  often  do  it  in  that 
quarter,  and  even  the  fox  has  been  known  to 
make  an  early  meal  on  a  fresh  run  fish  up  there. 
But  the  fact  remains  that  fresh  fish  were  at  the 
source  of  the  Dee — almost  some  ninety  miles 
from  the  sea  as  the  crow  flies — on  Jan.  19,  a  fact 
not  before  observed,  at  least  during  the  past 
twenty-five  years.  The  pity  is  that  there  are  so 
many  so  far  past  the  best  angling  reaches  so 
early  in  the  season,  for  they  are  said  to  be 
literally  in  lairs  in  these  upper  pools.  Neverthe- 
less this  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  it  is  another 
proof  of  a  very  good  spring. 

Again,  on  the  opening  days  ten  fish  were  got 
on  the  Balmoral  waters,  fourteen  on  the  Bal- 
later  reaches  (Mr.  Miller  had  ten  to  his  own 
rod  there  on    the    Monday    following),  some 


twenty  or  so  on  the  Glentana  reaches,  and  so  on 
all  through  the  middle  reaches,  and  this  in  the 
teeth  of  really  anything  like  good  angling  or 
climatic  conditions.  This  does  not  look  like  a 
poor  spring.  On  the  day  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  season  a  tacksman,  standing  on  the  Bridge  of 
Dee,  counted  over  .500  fish  passing  the  fords,  and 
go  through  the  bridge.  Anxiety  tied  him  to  the 
spot.  It  must  have  been  a  galling  time,  for, 
although  there  was  a  heavy  run  of  fish  on  dui-ing 
the  opening  day,  yet  it  is  said  to  have  been 
nothing  to  what  was  seen  on  the  day  previous, 
and  the  occasion  refened  to  when  he  was  on  the 
bridge.  For  all  that,  he  had  bis  net  in  in  time  to 
scoop  out  some  200  fish  before  the  run  ceased  or 
got  all  passed,  and  this  was  his  share  of  the  IWO 
bagged  by  the  lucky  tidal  netters. 

There  is  said  to  be  as  many  fish  in  the  Dee  as 
to  stock  the  pools  well  up  for  the  next  two  months, 
and  only  the  very  worst  of  angling  climatic  con- 
ditions can  reduce  the  season  to  the  categoi-y 
of  a  bad  one.  It  is  bound  to  be  successful  from 
numbers  at  least ;  so  no  wonder  that  both  anglers 
and  netters,  who  were  shaking  their  heads  at  the 
prospect  of  a  poor  spring,  when  they  remembered 
the  poor  grilse  season,  and  were  hedging  as  to  the 
coming  venture  in  retaking  their  waters,  would 
now  throw  overboard  their  calculations  after  such 
an  agreeable  shock  to  old  prejudices  and  con- 
firmed beliefs.  May  the  exception  be  oft  repeated 
on  the  same  lines,  although  it  must  not  be  forgetten 
that  the  saw  cuts  both  ways,  and  that  it  may  l^e 
that  when  we  are  favoured  by  a  good  grilse 
season,  and  are  confidently  speculating  on  a  like 
good  spring  migration,  the  tables  may  be  suddenly 
turned  against  us  as  much  as  they  are  now  in 
our  favour. 

The  Dee  district  seems  to  have  been  specially 
favoured  above  most  others  on  the  east  coast.  In 
fact,  the  results  on  the  Tay  have  been  up  tUl  now 
actually  disappointing,  and  on  the  Tweed  not 
much  better,  as  far  as  netting  returns  are  con- 
cerned. Of  course,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  winter  all  thi-ough  has  been  exceptionally, 
nay,  phenomenally,  fine,  the  waters  in  medium 
volume,  and  the  winds  from  the  west  or  north- 
west—the drawing  '"airt"  for  the  east  coast 
streams  in  general,  and  the  Dee  in  particular. 

Again,  the  failure  in  the  grilse  season  last 
summer  did  not  prove  that  there  were  no  grilse 
in  the  sea,  only  that  the  conditions  were  against 
them  running  inland.  They  may  have  spent 
themselves  in  the  sea,  and  are  now  coming  away  as 
salmon.  Many  hold  to  this  theory  that  grilse  and 
salmon  may  shed  their  seed  in  the  sea,  and  so  pass 
a  season  without  migrating  to  fresh  waters  for 
spawning  purposes,  and  the  present  heavy  run  of 
spring  fish  on  the  back  of  last  year's  grilse  failure 
is  an  undoubted  and  substantial  proof  in  favour 
of  those  who  hold  this  view.  Truly  the  ways  of 
salar  are  past  finding  out.  When  we  think 
we  have  really  a  good  thing  -well  established 
regarding  his  ways,  it  slips  away  and  melts  into 
thin  air. 

There  is  one  fact,  however,  which  we  have 
repeatedly  pointed  out  of  late  as  a  characteristic 
of  the  present  season,  which  is  likely  to  hold  its 
ground,  and  which  anglers  would  be  better  to  be 
again  reminded  of,  i.e.,  that  the  best  sport  in  a 
season  like  the  present  is  certain  to  be  got  on  the 
farthest  inland  reaches  of  all  onr  early  rivers  and 
streams.  This  was  quite  the  opposite  case  last 
season,  and,  whatever  was  the  cause,  scarcely  a 
spring  fish  passed  into  the  upper  pools  till  the 
summer  was  well  spent.  No  doubt  the  tempera- 
ture had  something  to  do  with  it,  although  the 
meteorological  conditions  had  even  more. 

Another  characteristic  of  the  present  spring, 
and  one  worthy  of  notice,  is  the  high  average 
weight  of  the  fu-st  week's  catch,  both  to  the  rod 
and  the  net.  In  the  former  the  average  returns 
are  fully  81b.,  and  in  the  latter  over  101b.  per  fish. 
As  a  rule,  the  heaviest  fish  are  mostly  to  the 
netter,  yet  it  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  not  a 
few  fourteen,  seventeen,  and  even  twenty 
pounders  are  now  and  again  affording  an 
occasional  extra  bit  of  sport  to  the  early  spring 
angler.  It  is  not  difiicult  to  trace  the  presence 
of  so  many  heavy  fish  during  the  opening  days. 
They  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance  last  autumn, 
and  now  they  are  making  up  for  it.  Better  late 
than  never.  Like  Royal  Charlie,  "  they've  been 
lang  o'  coming,"  and,  still  more  so,  they  are  all 
the  more  welcome  now  that  they  have  come. 

G.  M. 
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THE  FLY  DRESSER'S  BIRDS 
(WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS) .f 

{Continued  from  page  130.) 


By  G.  E.  M.  S. 

**  MooEHEN  (Waterhen,  Gallinule,  or  Judcock) 
(Figs.  62  and  ti3). — A  useful  bird.  The  straggling 
loose  plumed  slate  feathers  of  back  and  breast 
(Fig.  62)  make  wings  for  the  Iron  Blue  Dun.  The 
flat  feather  under  the  wing  (Fig.  63)  provides  the 
hackle  for  the  Yorkshire  pattern  of  the  Blue 
Dun,  the  Waterhen  Bloa,  The  hackles  outside 
the  wings  make  good  dark  olive  legs,  and  the 
primaries,  secondaries,  and  some  of  the  smaller 
wing  feathers  make  tolerable  wings  of  a  dark 
colour  for  a  variety  of  flies.  The  primaries  and 
secondaries  are  perhaps  a  trifle  coarse  for  wing- 
ing small  flies.  Plentiful  by  rivers  and  marshy 
places.    Frequently  seen  in  Leadenhall  Market. 


a 

one's 


or  bleached  white.     Obtained  either  from 
plumassier  or  by  raiding  the -bonnets  of 
womankind. 

**  Ow-L,  Brown  (Tawny  Owl,  Wood  Owl) 
(Fig.  64). — The  small  mottled  brown  hackles  on 
the  upper  edge  of  this  bird's  wing  are  used  in  some 
north  country  patterns.  The  blue  fur  from  the 
base  of  the  plumage  is  also  recommended  by  one 
writer  for  the  dubbing  of  bodies.  The  larger 
wing  feathers  are  used  for  winging  large  moths 
or  night  flies.  Specimens  of  this  bird  may 
frequently  be  seen  hanging  in  Leadenhall  Market, 
where  they  are  sent  for  birdstufEers  to  buy. 

Owl,  Barn  or  White  (Screech  Owl,  Church 
Owl). — The  primary  and  secondary  wing  feathers 
of  this  bird  provide  wings  for  large  night  flies. 
One  writer,  whose  name  has  escaped  noting,  wings 
a  pattern  with  a  pair  of  feathers  from  about  the 
eye.  Probably  these  are  set  back  to  back  after 
the  fashion  of  a  floating  May  Fly. 


Moorhen. 


Moorhen. 


scissors,  is  turned  round  the  hook  to  make  a  body 
for  one  of  Mr.  Halford's  patterns,  the  Corkscrew. 
To  be  had  at  any  poulterers.  The  Russian  variety, 
which  of  late  years  has  become  common  in  English 
markets,  has  some  pretty  feathers,  but  for  richness 
and  warmth  of  colouring  the  English  bird  is  far 
better. 

Partridge,  French  (Frenchman,  Red  Legged 
Partridge). — This  bird  seems  to  be  mentioned  in 
none  of  the  dressings  quoted  in  books  to  which 
the  writer  has  had  access,  though  the  bird  is 
occasionally  named  as  among  those  of  which 
feathers  should  be  obtained.  This  neglect  is 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  suitably  coloured 
feathers  are  lacking  in  translucency,  and  are  some- 
what coarse  in  the  fibre.  But  there  are  many 
among  them  which  look  of  good  colour,  and  a 
very  nice  looking  Dark  Brown  Olive  may  be 
dressed  entirely  from  this  bird,  except  whisks, 
the  body  being  quill  stripped  fi-om  a  primary 


Partridge. 


Fig.  C3. — Breast. 
Brown  Owl. 


Fig.  63. — Under  v,irg. 
Partridge. 


Fig.  C4. 

Partridge. 


Fig.  66.— Breast. 

Partridge. 


Fig.  67. 


Fig.  68. 


Fig.  69. 
Eump, 


Fig.  70. 


Nightjar  (Night  Churr,  Eve  Churr,  Night 
Hawk,  ^Goatsucker,  Dorhawk,  Fera  Owl,  Pucke- 
ridge).  —  Feathers  from  the  wing  and  back 
are  quoted  for  winging  purposes  by  some 
few  authors,  among  others  by  Bainbridge  for  the 
Gravel  Bed.  The  bird  looks  a  likely  one,  and  one 
wonders  it  is  not  more  used.  The  writer  never 
tried  it,  but  has  heard  it  highly  commended. 
There  are  some  likely  looking  hackles  under  the 
wing  and  on  the  shoulder.  It  is  a  very  shy  bird, 
and  is  more  often  heard  than  seen. 

Norwegian  Crow. — See  Crow,  Norwegian. 

Oriole,  Golden. — Theakston's  dressing  of  the 
Yellow  Sally  is  from  the  wing  of  this  bird.  It 
may,  however,  be  safely  disregarded. 

**  Ostrich. — The  useful  part  of  this  bii-d  is 
the  herl  of  the  plume  feathers,  either  in  their 
natural  dun  colour,  or  dyed  black,  brown,  &c., 

t  The  single  asterisk  points  out  what  the  author  thinks 
necessary  for  a  good  all-round  modern  collection ;  the 
double  asterisk  those  which  no  fly  dresser  should  be 
without. 


OxBiRD. — See  Dunlin. 

**  Partridge,  English  (Figs.  65  to  71). — 
The  wing  of  this  bird  is  often  recommended 
for  winging  March  Brown,  but  the  cock 
pheasant's  wing  is  probably  much  preferable. 
The  primaries  and  secondaries  are  coarse  in 
texture.  The  tail  provides  a  variety  of  colour- 
ing, from  a  strong  red  brown,  through  a  pinky 
shade  of  the  same  with  black  freckles,  to  a 
strongly  freckled  grey  feather  tinged  with  pale 
brown  (Fig.  65).  The  latter  makes,  among  others, 
good  March  Brown  wings.  The  first  piovides  a 
variety  of  flies  with  wings,  including  one  dressing 
of  the  Pink  Wickham.  The  breast  provides  a 
grey  hackle,  used  either  plain  or  dyed  (Fig.  66). 
It  is  much  used  for  May  Fly  legs.  A  brown  hackle 
of  similar  shape  is  obtained  from  the  back  and 
rump,  and  it  is  the  most  useful  feather  on  the 
bird  (Figs.  67  to  70).  A  deeper  coloured  hackle 
still  may  be  had  from  the  shoulder  knot,  but  it  is 
seldom  used.  The  stalk  of  the  tail  feather 
(Fig.  71),  with  all  the  fibres  trimmed  close  with 


Fig.  65.— Tail. 


Partridge, 


Fig.  71. — Stalk  of  tail  feather. 


or  secondary.  The  bird  is  to  be  had  of  any 
poulterer. 

**  Peacock. — The  fibres  of  the  secondary  of 
this  bird's  wing  are  used  for  bodies  of  various 
flies.  They  are  of  a  ruddy  brown  hue.  The 
sickle  feathers  protruding  from  under  the  wings 
are  of  a  brilliant  metallic  green.  They  are  known 
as  green  herl,  and  are  useful  for  ribbing  Bumbles 
and  other  flies.  The  shorter  plumes  on  one  side 
are  used  to  wing  Alexandras.  The  fibre  of  the 
longer  ones  on  the  other  side  when  stripped,  then 
known  as  a  quill,  is  usefid  for  a  variety  of  bodies. 
Some  are  entirely  black,  some  blackish  brown, 
some  have  a  small  white  root  and  a  white  line 
along  the  side.  The  tail  feathers  are  the 
most  useful  of  all.  With  the  flue  on,  which 
should  be  a  brilliant  coppery  colour,  the  loose 
fibres  (known  as  copper  coloured  herl)  form 
numerous  bodies  and  heads  of  flies.  The  Alder, 
the  Coch-y-bondhu,  and  the  Little  Chap  are 
instances  of  bodies  dressed  with  this  herl.  The 
effect  is  heightened  by  dyeing  the  feather  in 
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Crawshaw's  Magenta.  Stripped  of  its  flue,  these 
fibres  give  a  valuable  brown  quill  for  bodies.  It 
can  be  used  dyed  or  undyed.  The  eye  feather  is 
almost  invariably  used  for  quills,  the  flue  being 
stripped  off.  These  quills  are  parti-coloured.  one 
edge  being  dark  and  the  other  more  or  less  pale, 
and  the  surface  being  glossy,  the  effect  of  the 
divisions  of  the  bodies  of  insects  is  splendidly 
imitated.  These  quills  take  dye  well,  and  in- 
numerable patterns  are  dressed  with  them,  both 
plain  and  dyed.  Some  of  the  longer  herls  down 
the  stalk  of  the  quill  are  pale  ginger  for  a  short 
distance  from  the  stalk.  These  are  excellent  for 
pale  ginger  quills.  As  much  of  both  kinds  of  herl 
and  of  the  tail  feathers  as  will  last  one  for  a  long 
time  can  be  had  of  Mr.  Peek,  of  Gray's  Inn-road, 
or  Messrs.  Carter,  of  St.  John  Street-road,  for  3d. 
or  4d.  There  are  also  some  grey  feathers  under 
the  eyed  feathers  of  the  tail,  which,  without 
stripping,  provide  very  good  body  material  for 
flies,  dyed  or  undyed. 

Peahen.— The  soft  ruddy  feather  of  the 
wing  makes  a  good  wing  for  several  close-winged 
flies,  including  the  Welshman's  Button  and  the 
Stone  Fly.  A  soft  feather  from  the  back  is  also 
used  for  winging. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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THE  FLY-CASTING  TOUENAMENTS 
IN  NEW  YORK. 

During  the  last  week  the  interest  in  the  fly- 
casting  seemed  to  increase,  and  on  several  occa- 
sions the  tiers  of  benches  were  crowded  by  ladies 
us  well  as  gentlemen,  and  all  were  enthusiastic 
when  a  particularly  long  cast  was  made  or  a 
record  broken.  It  was  a  reunion  of  anglers  who 
seldom  meet,  and  many  old  friendships  were 
renewed.  The  number  of  old  friends  we  met— 
men  whom  we  had  not  seen  for  years— would 
require  a  column  to  record,  and  the  hearty  hand- 
shakings with  new  as  well  as  with  old  friends  was 
felt  for  days  afterwards. 

All  distance  records  are  given  in  feet  and 
inches. 

Monday,  Jan.  17,  at  3  p.m. 
_  Class  F.— Ladies'  fly-casting  contest.  For  distance 
only.  Unrestricted.  Open  to  aU.  No  fees  will  be 
reqiured  in  this  contest.  Judges,  Fred  Engle,  Fred 
Mather.   Beferee,  T.  B.  Stewart. 

Miss  Cora  Leonard  ...  73.0  Miss  Helen  Stoddard...  62  0 
Both  ladies  made  gi-aceful  as  weU  as  long  casts. 
Miss  Leonard  showed  the  style  of  those  famous 
casters,  H.  W.  Hawes  and  B.  C.  Leonard,  in 
hardly  allowing  her  Hne  to  touch  the  water 
before  retrieving  it,  thereby  lessening  the  strain 
m  lifting  the  line,  but  at  the  same  time  risking  a 
chance  that  the  leader  might  straighten  out. 
Miss  Stoddard  was  handicapped  by  a  blistered 
hand  and  sore  biceps  from  practice  the  day 
before,  but  her  casting  was  much  admired,  and 
she  promises  to  become  an  expert. 

Monday,  Jan.  1',  at  8  p.m. 
Class  G.— Obstacle  fly-casting  contest.  For  delicacy 
and  accnracy.  Open  to  all.  There  wUl  be  placed  on  the 
lett  side  ot  the  bank  a  bush  overhanging  the  water  3ft 
and  above  the  surface  3ft,  dktant  from  the  casting 
platform  30ft  and  on  the  right  side  of  the  bank  a  similar 
S^.'^®'"  conditions,  distant  from  the  platform 
40tt.  The  contestant  will  be  allowed  five  casts  at  each 
bush.  The  contestant  who  places  the  fly  most  delicately 
and  nearest  the  side  of  the  tank,  under  either  of  the 
buthes,  shall  take  first  award.  The  score  is  given  in  inches 
and  tenths,  but  the  record  of  the  ten  casts  is  omitted. 

smfth '  ^- 

E.  R.  Hewitt           228  22.8   F.  N.  Peet    346  34  6 

5-  Poey   242  24.2    D.  Brandeth    372  37  2 

R  w?;°°V",V-  2«  24.4   P.  C.  Hewitt           4H  4l'l 

r'^T^*!?^'^"  -        29  7   D.  T.  Kennedy  ...  501  55  6 
Oreo.  Landman  ...  310  31.0 

This  was  a  cumbrous  way  of  reckoning,  and  it 
took  some  time  to  figure  it  up.  Mr.  Kennedy 
withdrew  after  the  ninth  cast,  hence  his  score  was 
divided  by  9.  There?  was  great  skill  required  in 
tnis  cast,  and  the  winner,  Mr.  E.  R  Hewitt 
showed  that  he  could  dodge  his  fly  under  a  bush 
aa  weU  as  cast  it  far  in  other  contests.  There  was 
no  applause,  because  none  but  the  judges  knew 
wnat  the  caster  was  doing,  and  even  they  have  no 
record  to  compare  it  with  until  they  figure  it  out. 
■in  tins  and  in  all  other  contests  we  give  the 
names  in  the  order  of  their  record,  and  nSt  in  the 
order  in  which  they  may  have  cast. 


Tuesday,  Jan.  18,  at  3  p.m. 
Class  H.— Fly-casfiog  contest.    Distance  only.  Open 
only  to  those  who  have  never  cast  more  than  76ft.  in  any 
similar  contest.    Judges,  Fred  Engle,   Fred  Mather 
Referee,  T.  B.  Stewart. 

D.  Brandeth    81.0   W.  K.  Park   68.0 

W,  N.  Goddard    79.6   L.  Taylor   61.0 


This  brought  in  some  new  men,  and  while  such 
a  contest  does  not  interest  the  public  like  a 
struggle  between  the  champions,  it  encourages 
beginners. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  18,  at  8  p.m. 
Class  I.— Switch  or  Pritchard  style  contest.  Distance 
only.  Open  to  all.  Rods  and  length  of  1  ^ader  unrestricted. 
An  obstacle,  12ft.  high,  will  be  placed  15ft.  back  of  the 
contestants.  Judges,  B.  W.  Goodsell,  E.  S.  Osgood. 
Referee,  S.  P.  Kellogg. 

H.  W.  Hawes    99.0   P.  C.  Hewitt    91  0 

R.  C.  Leonard   96.6 

This  was  a  fine  contest  in  that  most  useful  of 
all  styles  of  getting  out  a  fly.  As  Hariy  Pritehard 
was  the  one  who  introduced  it  in  our  tournaments, 
the  committee  honoured  him  by  calling  it  after 
him.  The  "obstacle  "  was  a  painted  canvas  screen 
representing  trees,  and  was  20ft.  high  instead  of 
12ft.  The  record  of  Mr.  Peter  Cooper  Hewitt 
was  gratifying  to  those  who  hope  to  see  the 
"  amateurs  "  come  up  with  the  two  who  are  looked 
up  to  as  experts  or  "  professionals  "  because  they 
are  rod  makers,  and  who  contested  with  him. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  19,  at  3  p.m. 
Class  J  .—The  Press  fly-casting  contest.  Distance  only. 
Open  only  to  members  of  the  press.  Rods  and  length  of 
leader  unrestricted.  No  entrance  fees  wUl  be  required  in 
this  contest.  Judges,  T.  B.  Stewart,  H.  W.  Martin. 
Beferee,  R.  B.  Lawrence. 

C.  H.  Mowry    73.0   E.  C.  Stokes    59.0 

W.K.Park   68.0   Fred  Mather    65.0 

H.  R.  Harris    60.6 

This  class  is  really  intended  to  encourage  young 
and  struggHng  journalists,  but  several  of  them 
declined  to  enter  against  Mowry,  who  has  a 
record.  A  well-known  angling  writer  entered  to 
cast  against  Mr.  Mather.  He  withdrew  and  so  did 
Mr.  Mather  after  a  few  casts,  using  only  a  small 
portion  of  his  time  in  order  not  to  make  a  record, 
giving  as  a  reason  that  he  only  wanted  to  beat 
Mr.  W.  C.  H.  and  no  other. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  19,  at  8  p.m. 
Class  K.  —  Single-handed  bait-casting  contest.  For 
distance  and  accuracy.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts  shall  be 
made  with  \oz.  rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  com- 
mittee. Free  running  reel  to  beused.  No  limit  as  to  rod 
or  Ime,  but  the  line  must  not  be  leaded  or  weighted 
I  °I  accuracy  five  casts  shaU  be  made  at  a  buoy  placed 
bOtt.  troni  the  castmg  point.  The  casts  to  be  made  with 
l^^^ll  ^^og-  a^nd  for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot 

that  the  frog  fails  from  the  buoy  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be 
made  ;  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits,  divided  by  five  shall 
be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent. ;  the  demerit  per  cent 
deducted  from  100  shall  be  the  accuracy  per  cent  The 
average  distance  cast,  added  to  the  percentage  of  accuracy 
shall  constitute  the  score. 

This  was  the  most  complicated  bit  of  mathe- 
matics  that  the  committee  evolved.  It  is  possible 
that  they  understood  it,  but  it  is  a  positive  fact 
that  few  others  did.  We  merely  give  the  list  of 
winners,  which  were:  R.  0.  Leonard,  C  G 
Levison,  J.  H.  Bellows,  F.  N".  Peet,  and  B.  W. 
Goodsell.  It  was  a  most  unsatisfactoi-y  class,  and 
should  never  be  repeated  in  the  same  way,  i.e., 
adding  the  percentage  of  accuracy  to  the  average 
distance  cast. 

Thursday,  Jan.  20,  at  3  p.m. 
Class  M.--riy.casting  contest.    Distance  only  to  count. 
Rods  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted.    Open  only  to 
those  who  have  never  cast  over  96ft.  in  any  similar 
Judges,  T.  B.  Stewart,  E.  S.  Osgood.  Referee, 
Fred  Mather.  ' 

R.  a  Leonard    110.6  I.  W.  Bellows   92  6 

H.W.  Hawes    100.6  G.  W.  Goodssll   92  0 

^-      H?,T"tt   98.0  Geo.  Landman  86  0 

T.  B.  MiUs   97.6 

This  was  an  exciting  contest,  because  of  the 
privilege  of  every  man  to  enter  who  had  never 
cast  over  96ft.  As  we  go  to  press  we  cannot 
search  the  records,  but  we  think  that  some  of  the 
contestants  have  records  of  over  96ft.,  unless  the 
riUe  of  "  Rod  and  leader  imrestricted  "  should  be 
construed  to  show  that  there  had  been  no 
"similar  contest."  Here,  again,  Mr.  Hewitt 
crowded  the  champions.  The  contest  was  remark- 
able m  the  fact  that  Mr.  Goodsell  cast  his  five 
minutes  without  asking  for  time  for  repairs,  and 
that  Leonard's  record  last  year  in  a  similiar  con- 
test was  101.6.    A  sliver  on  the  side  of  the  tank 


cut  the  leader  of  Hawes's,  and  made  him  call  for 
time. 

Thursday,  Jan.  20,  at  8  p.m. 
Class  M.— Ply-casting  contest.  Distance  only  to  count. 
Rods  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted.  Open  only  to 
those  who  have  never  cast  over  96lt  in  any  similar  con- 
test  Judges,  C.  M.  Roof,  S.  P.  Kellogg.  Referee, 
r .  U.  Devine. 

B.  W  Goodsell    92  6   E.  R.  Hewitt   85.0 

J^eo.  Landman    92  0   I.  W.  Bellowg   82  6 

^ •  N.  Peet    90.6   D.  Brandeth    80.0 

In  this  contest  Mr.  Brandeth  cast  94ft.,  which 
would  have  made  him  the  winner,  but  he  had 
several  inches  of  the  butt  of  his  rod  inside  his 
cuff,  and  there  was  a  protest  against  that  style  of 
casting.  There  was  a  nice  (juestion  involved,  but 
the  judges  left  it  to  the  referee,  and  he  decided 
against  Mr.  Brandeth.  The  fact  that  these 
contests  are  entirely  in  the  interest  of  fly-casting 
as  an  art,  and  therefore  diametrically  opposed  to 
mug-hunting,  makes  it  obligatory  on  the  pro- 
testani;  to  show  that  the  judges  have  been  unfair, 
and  this  is  difficult,  because  they  volunteer  to  do 
the  work  con  aniore. 

Friday,  Jan.  21,  at  3  p.m. 
Class  N.— Light  rod  fly-casting  contest.  Distance  only. 
Upen  to  all.  The  rod  must  not  exceed  4o2.  in  weight, 
with  an  allowance  to  be  made  of  |oz.  for  solid  reel  seat, 
licngth  ot  leader  unrestricted.  Judges,  Fred  Engle,  T  B. 
Stewart.    Referee,  Fred  Mather. 

R.  C.  Leonard    92.6   I.  M.  Bellows   81  0 

^-  ^S^S^itt   90.0   B.  W.  Goodsell    76.0 

H.  W.  Hawes   88.6 

Here  Mr.  Hewitt  again  crowded  the  champions, 
and  received  the  plaudits  of  his  friends,  The 
records  of  all  the  contestants  are  remarkable 
when  the  weight  of  the  rod  is  considered,  and  a 
few  years  ago  such  a  record  would  have  been 
thought  to  be  impossible. 

Friday,  Jan.  21,  at  8  p.m. 
Class  0.  —  Fly-casting  contest.  For  accuracy  only. 
Distance  60ft.  Open  to  all.  Rol  and  length  of  leader 
unrestricted.  After  the  contestant  has  signified  his  readi- 
ness he  shall  make  five  consecutive  oasts  at  the  buoy.  The 
distance  in  feet  and  inches  at  which  the  fly  drops  from  the 
mark  at  each  cast  shall  be  noted,  and  the  sam  of  these 
distances  added  together  and  divided  by  five  shall  con- 
stitute the  score.  The  contestant  having  the  lowest 
average  shall  be  declared  the  winner.  Judges  S  P 
Kellogg,  H.  B.  Harris.    Referee,  M.  H.  Smith.  ' 

C.  M.  Roof         18.0  3.7  1-5   B.  W.  GoodseU  12.6  2  6 

^-  K^^^ ^'-^  3.5  D.  Brandeth  ...  10.8  2.1  3-5 
P.  C.  Hewitt...  14.0  2.9  1-2  Geo.  Landman  5.6  1.3  1-5 
S-  1^-^  2.8  2-5   J.  H.  Bellows  withdrawn. 

H.  E.  Robbms  13.0  2  7  1-5 

Mr.  Landman  was  remarkably  accurate  at  the 
60ft.  mark ;  his  five  casts  measured  as  follows : 
6in.,  14in.,  14in.,  14in.,  18in.  from  the  buoy. 

Saturday,  Jan.  22,  at  3  p.m. 
Class  P.— Light  rod  fly-casting  contest.    For  dittlnce 
only.    Open  to  all.    Rods  must  not  exceed  ooz.  in  weight 
with  an  allowance  to  be  made  of  ioz.  for  solid  reel  seat. 
Length  of  leader  unrestricted.    Judges,  G.  Posy,  W  C 
Harris. 

R.  C.  Leonard    101.6   H.  W.  Hawes    93  6 

P.C.Hewitt   95.0   B.  W.  Goodsell   Sj'.V 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  contest  was  like  that 
of  the  day  before,  except  that  the  rods  might  be 
an  ounce  heavier,  and  the  contestants  were  the 
same.  Each  man  exceeded  his  record  of  yesterday 
by  many  feet.  Goodsell  by  lift.,  Leonard  by  9ft., 
and  Hewitt  and  Hawes  by  oft.  each. 

Siturday,  Jan.  22,  at  8  p.m. 
Class  R.— Expert  fly-casting  contest.     Open  to  all. 
Distance  only.    Rods  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 
Judges,  T.  B.  Stewart,  R.  B.  Lawrence.    Referee,  J.  L. 
Livingston. 

R.  C.  Leonard    120.0   P.  C.  Hewitt    95  6 

H.  W.  Hawes    104.9   I.  W.  Bellows  .  89  0 

B.  W.  Goodsell   98.0   Geo.  Landman    84.G 

Leonard  cast  last,  and  the  cheers  which  came 
from  the  lower  end  of  the  pool  told  that  all 
records  with  a  single-handed  fly  rod  had  been 
broken.  Then  came  a  call  for  a  tape-line  to 
measure  the  distance  he  had  cast  beyond  the  tank, 
which  was  110ft.  from  the  stand.  Then  the 
garden  rang  with  cheers  when  120ft.  was 
announced.  Reuben  had  not  cast  his  allotted 
five  minutes,  but  he  stepped  from  the  stand 
saying,  "That  will  do  for  to-day."  This  beats 
his  former  record  of  106,  and  also  that  of 
Mansfield  of  111.3.  made  in  Chicago.  Twenty 
years  ago  a  man  who  could  cast  60ft.  was  thought 
to  be  a  wonderful  caster.  Mr.  Leonard's  great 
cast  closed  the  tournament,  which  had  been 
interesting  throughout. 

Fred  M-a.ther  in  Forest  and  Stream. 
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TROUT  FLY  DRESSING. 

{Continued  from  p.  407,  Vol.  XXXV.) 

Article  No.  8.— HOW  TO  DRESS  A  WET 
FLY. 


At  the  outset  of  the  present  chapter  it  may  be 
pardonable  to  reiterate  the  truism  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  dress  a  fly  true  to  nature  without 
either  a  present  model  from  which  to  work,  or  an 
accurate  recollection  of  an  absent  one.  The 
former  alternative  is,  of  course,  the  better ;  and 
before  the  latter  can  be  employed  the  fly  must 
have  been  studied  both  as  a  whole  and  as  a 
structure  of  parts — studied,  in  fact,  with  a  view  to 
imitation. 

In  "  The  Story  of  Ung,"  a  short  ballad  by  Mr. 
Rudyard  Kipling,  an  old  "maker  of  pictures" 
sings  of  the  aurochs  that : — 

Mtn  have  not  lime  at  the  houghing  (o  count  his  cirla 
aright. 

And  it  is  likely  that,  explainable  in  the  same 
mancer,  there  may  be  much  unsuspected  "  hazi- 
ness "  among  fly  fishers  as  to  what  a  natural  fly 
is  really  like. 

The  fly  dresser  is  then  advised  to  avail  himself 
of  every  opportunity  of  studying  the  form  and 
colouring  of  flies,  and  to  have  always  living 
models  when  they  are  obtainable.  Meanwhile, 
the  figures  below  may  suflice  to  give  a  rough, 
general  idea  of  some  of  the  principal  forms  of 
insect  life  with  which  we  shall  have  to  do. 


Fig.  23. 

In  the  following  descriptions  of  the  various 
methods  of  trout  fly  manufacture  I  shall  assurae 
that  the  beginner  (to  whom  I  address  myself)  is 
right-handed.  If  the  case  be  otherwise,  it  will  not 
be  diflicult  to  make  the  necessary  modifications 
in  my  directions. 

The  vice  should  be  screwed  to  the  bench  or 
table  in  such  a  position  as  to  receive  plenty  of 
light.  If  possible,  table  and  vice  should  be  so 
arranged  that  sti-ong  light,  as  from  a  window, 
should  come  from  behind  the  operator;  while 
plenty  of  diifused  light— i.e.,  that  coming  from 
white  or  light  coloured  objects — should  fall  on 
his  work  in  other  directions.  If  a  white  carpenter's 
apron  be  worn  it  will  be  found  a  great  convenience 
in  many  ways,  and  will  be  of  assistance  in  the 
matter  at  present  under  consideration. 

I  suppose  that  most  persons  understand  the 
difference  between  what  is  known  as  "  right- 
handed     and  what  as  "  left-handed  "  winding ; 


 ■mijl.^^JM^ 


Pig.  24. 


The  shorter  end  ot  the  tying  silk  i3  marked  E.    The  arrow 
indicate  th»  directions  in  which  the  winding  progressee. 

also  what  is  meant  by  winding  "towards  the 
right,"  and  what  by  winding  "  towards  the  left." 
As,  however,  these  terms  are  likely  to  be  of  great 


use  to  us  in  the  near  future,  I  have  thought  it 
well  to  explain  them  by  means  of  the  illustrations 
below. 

Let  us  now  begin  the  dressing  of  our  wet  fly, 
which  some  may  think  has  been  too  long  deferred. 

Method  No.  1. 

Our  first  exercise  will  be  to  dress  an  upwing 
dun  or  spinner.  Fix  the  hook  (No.  2_  will  be  a 
good  size  to  commence  with)  in  the  vice,  in  the 
position  shown  in  Fig.  25,  and  if  such  a  further 
aid  to  the  eyesight  be  felt  desirable,  lay  a  piece 
of  white  paper  on  the  table,  so  that  the  hook  may 
be  outlined  against  it. 

Wax  a  length  of  about  18in.  of  tying  silk  by 
taking  a  little  liquid  wax  on  the  tip  of  the  fore- 
finger and  drawing  the  silk  slowly  several  times 
between  forefinger  and  thumb.  Cleanse  the 
finger  and  thumb  with  turpentine  and  wipe  them 
on  a  cloth,  which  should  be  kept  for  the  purpose, 
or  on  the  apron  referred  to  above. 


Fig.  25. 

Now,  commencing  from  a  point  about  ^in. 
from  the  end  of  the  shank,  wind  right-handed,* 
sbout  six  turns  towards  the  left,  then  back  over 
the  same  six  turns  towards  the  right.  Fasten 
silk  in  clip,  and  cvit  away  end  (E). 

If  dressing  flies  to  gut,  take  a  length  of  the 
latter,  being  careful  that  it  is  perfectly  round  and 
otherwise  of  good  quality,  and  flatten  one  end 
between  the  teeth,  so  that  the  length  of  the 
flattened  end  may  be  about  one-half  that  of  the 
shank  of  the  hook. 


11  ii^i^ 


Fig.  20. 


Lay  the  flattened  end  horizontally  beneath  the 
shank  (Fig.  26).  Remove  silk  from  clip,  and  wind 
towards  the  left  till  the  straight  part  of  the  shank 
is  entirely  covered  (Fig.  27).    Fasten  silk  in  clip. 

Take  the  two  fibres  to  imitate  the  whisks  of  the 
fly  between  the  finger  and  thumb  of  the  right 
hand,  the  tips  of  the  fibres  pointing  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  forefinger.  Lay  them  with  the 
roots  touching  the  left-hand  portion  of  the  upper 
side  of  the  shank,  and  the  points  projecting  to  the 
left  (Fig.  27). 


— mxsmMB^  - 


Fig.  27. 

Whisks  tied  in,  and  ribbing  tinsel  about  to  be  tied  Ih. 

Carefully  adjust  the  length  of  the  part  to  be 
allowed  to  project,  according  as  the  fly  to  be 
imitated  is  a  Dun  or  a  Spinner  (FifZe  Fig.  2.3,  A 
and  B).  Now  press  the  shank  of  the  hook, 
together  with  the  fibres,  placed  in  position  as 
above,  between  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  the 
left  hand.  Remove  the  silk  from  clip  with  right 
hand,  and  take  two  more  turns  towards  the  left. 


over,  but  behind  the  fibres  (Fig,  27).  Then  fasten 
silk  in  clip,  and  trim  root  ends  of  fibres. 

Next  tie  in  the  ribbing  tinsel  (if  any)  by  another 
turn  towards  the  right,  and  then  (Fig.  28)  thefloss, 
or  other  body  material,  by  a  few  more  turns  in 
the  same  direction.  During  these  operations  the 
tinsel,  or  body  material,  If  soft,  should  be  held 
close  to  the  shank  of  the  hook,  between  the  left 
forefinger  and  thumb,  ju&t  as  were  the  whisks  at 
the  preceding  stage  of  our  present  piece  of  work. 

Fasten  silk  in  clip,  and  cut  away  slantwise  the 
exposed  end  (K)  of  the  body  material.  Then 
continue  winding  towards  the  right  till  the 
original  starting  point  is  reached.  Fasten  silk  in 
clip.  Athenian. 
(To  he  continued.) 


Pig.  28. 

Whisks  and  rilibirg  tinsel  tied  in,  and  floss  about  to  be  titd  in. 

biinging  the  silk  up  and  down  between  the  tips  of 
the  feft  thumb  and  forefinger.  Now  remove  the 
left  hand  from  the  hook,  and  take  another  turn  of 
the  filk  towards  the  left,  this  time  bringing  it  not 

^*^rsay^ri3ht-handt<i  only  to  fix  theiJeas.  Of  course, 
the  left-handed  method  of  winding  may  be  adopted  if  it 
be  preferred. 


SPECIMEN  FISH. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  2  last  a  corre- 
spondent wrote  as  follows  : 

"Dear  Sir,— Would  you  or  any  of  your  reatiers 
be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  know  what  is  the  heaviest 
pure  roach  recorded  ?  A  gentleman  has  secured 
what  he  says  is  a  roach  of  31b.  2oz.  in  the  Oase. 
above  Lewes,  and  has  set  it  up,  but  to  me  it  seems 
to  have  a  lot  of  chub  about  it.  Could  you  tell  me 
of  any  way  that  would  prove  a  pure  roach  from 
hybrid  ?  " 

Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  quote,  for  the 
benefit  of  this  particular  inquirer  and  of  others 
to  whom  the  same  question  may  have  occurred, 
the  full  scientific  description  of  Cyprinus  rutilas 
as  given  by  Greville  Fennell  in  his  "  Book  of  the 
Roach  "  : 

The  roach  "  has  a  small  head,  a  leather  mouth, 
which  is  round  and  small,  with  teeth  in  the 
throat ;  large  eyes,  the  circles  of  which  resemble 
gold,  and  the  iris  red,  particularly  whilst  the  fish 
is  in  perfection,  as  it  may  also  be  known  to  be  by 
the  smoothness  of  its  scales,  which,  when  out  of 
season,  feel  like  the  rough  side  of  an  oyster  shell. 
The  side  line  bends  much  on  the  middle  towards 
the  belly.  The  length  of  the  head,  compared 
with  the  whole  length  of  the  head,  body,  and 
tail,  including  the  rays,  is  as  one  to  five ;  the 
depth  of  the  body  at  the  commencement  of 
the  dorsal  fin  is  to  the  whole  length  of  the 
body  alone,  without  the  head  or  caudal  fin 
rays,  as  two  to  five ;  the  muzzle  rather  sharp ; 
the  nostrils  double,  both  pierced  with  a  circular 
depression,  but  little  in  advance  of  the  anterior 
superior  edge  of  the  orbit ;  the  diameter  of  the 
eye  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  whole  length 
of  the  head,  and  occupies  the  second  fourth 
portion ;  the  nape  and  back  rising  suddenly ;  the 
dorsal  line  much  more  convex  than  that  of  the 
abdomen  ;  scales  rather  large,  and  marked  with 
concentric  and  radiating  lines ;  the  number  of 
punctured  scaks  forming  the  lateral  line,  forty- 
three  ;  the  oblique  line  from  the  base  of  the  dorsal 
fin  down  to  the  scale  on  the  lateral  line,  seven 
scales  ;  below  the  lateral  line  to  the  origin  of  the 
ventral  fin,  three  scales  ;  the  first  ray  of  the  dorsal 
fin  lies  exactly  half-way  between  the  point  of  the 
nose  and  the  end  of  the  fleshy  portion  of  the  tail ; 
the  first  ray  shorter  than  the  second,  which  is  the 
longest  in  the  fin  ;  both  rays  simple,  all  the  others 
diminishing  in  length  and  branched;  the  sixth 
ray  as  long  as  the  base  of  the  fin ;  the  upper  ray 
of  the  pectoral  fin  the  longest  and  simple,  all  the 
others  branched  ;  the  length  of  the  fin  equal  to 
the  distance  from  the  front  of  the  eye  to  the  free 
edge  of  the  operculum  ;  the  ventral  fins  rise  on  a 
vertical  line,  directly  under  the  first  ray  of  the 
dorsal  fin  ;  the  upper  ray  the  longest  and  simple, 
the  others  branched :  the  anal  fin  commences  on  a 
line  with  the  ends  of  the  rays  of  the  dorsal  fia 
when  folded  down,  the  first  ray  short,  the  second 
ray  the  longest,  both  simple,  the  rest  branched ; 
the  tail  deeply  forked,  the  central  rays  scarcely 
half  as  long  as  the  outer  rays. 

"The  fin  rays  in  number  are:  Dorsal,  twelve; 
pecteral,  seventeen  ;  ventral,  nine ;  anal,  thirteen ; 
caudal,  nineteen.  *        -  ,    ,     ■.  j 

"  The  colour  of  the  upper  part  of  the  head  and 
back  dusky  green,  with  blue  reflections,  becoming 
lighter  on  the  sides,  and  passing  into  silvery 
white ;  dorsal  and  caudal  fins  pale  brown,  tinged 
with  red ;  pectoral  fins,  orange  red  ;  ventral  and 
anal  fins,  bright  red."  ,  j 

Of  course,  it  is  quite  possible  for  a  true  bred 
roach  to  encounter  and  survive  accidents  which, 
nevertheless,  malform,  deface,  or  obliterate  one 
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or  more  of  the  above  mentioned  characteristics ; 
and  hence  any  but  scientific  ichthyologists  may 
be  as  doubtful  of  its  true  descent  as  the  general 
public  were  in  the  case  of  a  famous  "  Claimant  " 
of  years  gone  by. 

Considering  the  apparently  boundless  possi- 
bilities of  cross-breeding  between  such  fish  as 
roach,  bream,  chub,  and  rudd,  it  is  remarkable 
how  few  hybrids  of  such  species  are  caught.  I 
certainly  have  seen  a  bream  of  2ilb.,  with  some- 
what roachy  colour  and  characteristics,  boldly 
shown  on  a  club  tray  as  a  roach.  In  one  society 
a  very  nice  but  undoubted  rudd  of  21b.  2oz.  is 
labelled  as  a  roach;  and  in  another  society,  a 
roach  of  21b.  9oz  ,  caught  at  Tring,  is  remarkably 
like  a  rudd  of  similar  weight,  taken  on  the  same 
day  from  the  same  water.  Mind,  I  am  not 
suggesting  anything  approaching  wilful  mis- 
representation, but  simply  that  common  angling 
weakness  that  leads  one,  on  insufiicient  grounds, 
to  think  one  has  at  last  caught  a  long  hoped  for 
specimen.  I  must  state,  however,  that  no  fish 
possessing  both  roach  and  chub  characteristics  has 
ever  come  within  my  ken.  The  Sussex  Ouse, 
unlike  most  rivers  of  that  county,  possesses  a  good 
natural  stock  of  chub  ;  and  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  the  big  fish  referred  to  may  have  been  a 
chub  with  a  smaller  head  than  usual,  and  roach- 
red  coloured  fins.  This  conjecture  is  based  on  the 
coiTespondent's  statement  that  "  it  seems  to  have 
a  lot  of  chub  about  it."  By  the  way,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  discover  why  that  well- wooded  Sussex 
river,  the  Western  Rother,  does  not  abound  with 
loggerheads. 

What  amazes  me  in  connection  with  the 
31b.  2oz.  fish  is,  that  its  captor,  whoever  he  was, 
did  not  have  its  species  verified  beyond  all 
possibility  of  doubt,  instead  of  treating  his  good 
fortune  as  an  everyday  occurrence.  Perhaps  he 
took  to  heart  the  advice  given  by  Josh  Billings  to 
the  young  rifle  shot  who  managed  to  hit  the  bull's- 
eye  first  time,  namely,  to  sit  down,  and  so  make 
people  believe  he  could  always  do  it.  But  good 
angler  as  this  retiring  Sussex  man  may  be,  and 
prolific  as  I  well  know  the  Sussex  Ouse  to  be,  a 
roach  of  31b.  2oz.  wants  a  deal  of  catching  in  any 
water,  and  by  any  man.  Certainly  no  such  fish 
has  fallen  to  my  share  in  something  like  thirty 
years'  experience  of  about  fifty  different  angling 
spots  ;  and  should  I  ever  catch  a  fish  of  such 
weight,  possessing  only  a  few  distinctive  marks 
of  the  roach,  I  would  at  once  convey  it  to  Dr. 
Giinther,  and,  if  necessary,  haunt  that  worthy 
professor's  doorstep  night  and  day  until  he  gave 
a  conclusive  verdict  as  to  its  time  species.  But, 
perhaps,  after  all,  what  I  should  do  under  such 
circumstances  would  more  nearly  concern  the 
Lunacy  Commissioners  than  anyone  else. 

I  believe  the  heaviest  pure  roach  recorded  and 
authenticated  is  one  of  3^1b.,  taken  at  Malmes- 
bm-y,  and  shown  soon  after  captm-e  to  the  editor  of 
this  paper.  It  was  also  sho^  in  its  preserved 
state  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  Fisheries  Exhibition 
of  1892.  It  was  a  singularly  perfect  and  beautiful 
specimen,  having  the  appearance  of  a  com- 
paratively young  fish  that  had  grown  rapidly,  and 
contrived  at  the  same  time  to  get  himself  firm 
and  weU  set-up,  as  a  drill  insti-uctor  would 
describe  its  condition.  In  that  respect  it  was 
very  different  to  many  roach  and  other  fish  that 
have  been  caught  and  exhibited,  which  seem  to 
have  outlived  or  fallen  away  from  former  good 
condition,  and  have  little  else  remaining  but  the 
extensive  framework  of  their  former  bulky  selves. 
In  most  of  such  cases  the  teeth  are  likely  to  be 
short  in  number  or  in  bad  condition.  Only  last 
December  I  caught  a  Colne  chub  which  weighed 
31b.  14oz.  It  was  of  good  width  and  depth  from 
head  to  middle,  but  from  thence  to  the  tail  it  was 
poor  and  thin.  Its  length  was  21in.,  exactly  the 
same  as  that  of  a  more  "  chubby  "  Colne  chub  in 
my  society's  museum  which  weighed  41b.  12oz. 

Another  branch  of  the  subject  of  specimen  fish 
should  have  a  special  interest  for  those  anglers 
who  are  always  ready  to  praise  the  good  old 
sporting  days  of  the  past  at  the  expense  of  those 
of  the  present,  which,  according  to  them,  show  a 
sad  decrease  of  reward  for  piscatorial  effort. 

Now,  whilst  I  admit  that  for  many  reasons  the 
angler  of  fifty  years  ago  excites  my  envy,  it 
appears  to  be  beyond  doubt  that  to  recent  years 
must  be  awarded  the  palm  for  the  capture  of 
specimen  roach,  and,  in  lesser  degree  perhaps,  of 
chub.  In  the  "  Book  of  the  Roach,"  published  in 
1870,  Greville  Fennell  states  that  for  ten  years  he 


offered  a  sovereign  for  a  roach  of  21b. ;  five-and- 
twenty  shillings  for  one  of  2jlb.  ;  two  sovereigns 
for  one  of  31b. ;  and  six  sovereigns  for  one  above 
an  ounce  more  than  the  latter  weight.  Only  five 
communications  were  sent  in  respecting  this 
premium,  four  of  which  were  soon  disposed  of  as 
useless,  and  the  fifth  accompanied  a  hamper 
containing  bream  that  had  been  taken  for  carp, 
and  chub  for  roach,  the  largest  actual  roach  in 
the  parcel  only  weighing  a  trifle  under  lib.  These 
were  sent  in  by  the  keeper  of  a  nobleman  in 
Nottinghamshire. 

This  does  not  convey  a  favourable  impression 
of  the  angling  skill  and  enterprise  of  the  early 
sixties.  What,  for  instance,  could  Aran  anglers 
have  been  doing  about  that  time,  when  that  fine 
river  mvist  have  held  at  least  as  good  roach  as  in 
recent  years  ?  And,  certainly  from  1893 
onwards,  even  after  and  during  ominous  reports 
of  netting,  many  such  fish  as  "  G.  F."  advertised 
for,  with  the  exception  of  a  3-pounder,  have  been 
caught  at  Amberley  and  its  vicinity.  During 
that  period  I  saw  many  Arun  roach  of  21b.  and 
over,  and  one  of  21b.  Sioz.  was  taken  on  a  tight 
line  from  the  same  river  by  a  customer  of 
Sparrow,  tackle  dealer,  of  Aldersgate-street,  who 
had  it  to  preserve,  and  in  whose  hands  I  saw  it. 
It  may  be  that  the  early  pioneers  of  Arun  fishing 
"  laid  low  and  said  nuiiin  "  when  they  took  good 
fish,  being  fearful  of  the  great  influx  of  anglers 
and  others  that  might  follow  bold  advertisement 
of  their  roachy  Eldorado. 

Again,  Greville  Fennell  states,  "  There  was  a 
roach  taken  at  Godfrey's  water,  the  Colne,  at 
Thorney  Broad,  West  Drayton,  of  21b.  2oz  ,  and 
the  excitement  amongst  the  London  clubs  was 
'prodigious,'  showing  that  such  a  weight  was 
most  uncommon."  It  would  require  a  much 
larger  roach  to  cause  "  prodigious  "  excitement 
amongst  the  London  clubs  nowadays.  Quoting 
further  from  the  same  author  :  "  The  largest 
roach  in  the  Piscatorial  Society's  collection  at  the 
Star  and  Garter,  Pall  Mall,  weighs  only  lib.  13oz. ; 
it  was  caught  by  Mr.  Sandall,  at  Maple  Durham, 
in  the  Thames."  I  am  much  mistaken  if  the 
Piscatorial  Society  have  not  larger  roach  than 
lib.  13oz.  in  their  collection  now;  andean  state 
that  roach  of  lib.  I45OZ.  and  lib.  14oz.  were  taken 
from  a  stretch  of  the  Colne  that  produced  one  of 
21b.  2oz.  two  years  previously,  and  others  still 
larger  (which  are  preserved)  in  still  earlier,  but 
not  by  any  means  remote,  times.  Indeed,  it  is 
surprising  that  Gi'eville  Fennell's  rewards  were 
not  won  by  fish  from  the  Hampshire  Avon,  the 
Arun,  and  the  Colne,  which  possibly,  in  the  order 
named,  produce  the  largest  roach  in  the  kingdom. 

Referring  yet  again  to  the  text-book  of  the 
roach,  it  will  be  seen  that  "  The  Thames,  as  well 
above  and  below  London  Bridge,  was  formerly 
much  resorted  to  by  London  anglers."  "  Myriads 
of  fish  are  now  destroyed  by  the  bad  water  on 
making  this  journey."  Owing  to  the  much 
greater  purity  of  the  Thames  these  "  myriads  of 
fish,"  so  far  from  being  killed  now,  are  probably 
living  and  thriving  in  their  old  time  haunts 
between  bridges ;  while  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  from  time  to  time  they  receive  important 
additions  to  their  numbers  thi-ough  the  strong 
run  of  water  caused  by  the  lifting  of  the  iipriver 
weir  tackles  whenever  a  flood  appears  likely  to 
occur.  This  leads  me  to  the  opinion  that  any 
experienced  angler  who  in  the  early  autumn 
mornings  would  fish  the  Thames  eddies  from  a 
punt  anywhere  between  Battersea  and  London 
Baidges  would  take  fish  that  would  compensate 
him.  for  the  first  storm  of  ridicule  that  his  pro- 
ceedings would  be  sure  to  evoke.  After  that  the 
scoffers  would  most  likely  become  imitators. 

With  regard  to  chub,  Robert  Blakey,  in  his 
book  on  angling,  states  :  "  It  is  said  he  will  some- 
times weigh  61b.  or  71b.  A  chub  was  caught  in 
the  Thames  in  the  month  of  May,  1844,  which 
weighed  4lb.  He  was  a  very  strong,  active  fish, 
shot  across  the  river  like  an  arrow  on  feeling  him- 
self hooked,  and  fought  well  for  a  full  hour  before 
he  could  be  got  out  of  the  water.  This  was  a 
remai-kable  fish  in  the  estimation  of  many  who 
saw  him." 

This  appears  to  be  another  case  in  which  the 
past  is  far  outshone  by  the  present,  for  Messrs. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Wales  have  brought  61b.  or  71b. 
chub  out  of  the  range  of  mere  hearsay  and  within 
the  safe  circle  of  solid  fact ;  the  first  named  having 
taken  a  71b.  chevin  from  the  Trent,  and  Mr. 
Wales  a  6-pounder   from  the  Little  Ouse  at 


Brandon,  both  captures  having  been  made  within 
the  last  twelve  months. 

The  41b.  Thames  chub,  taken  in  1844,  must 
indeed  have  been  a  remarkable  fish,  chiefly  from 
the  fact  that  he  fought  a  full  hour.  In  spite  of 
pollution,  woiTies  and  depletion  by  steam  launches, 
swans,  and  ducks,  as  well  as  the  extensive  cutting 
down  of  boughs,  41b.  chub  are  by  no  means 
uncommon  in  this  decadent  end  of  the  centui-y; 
and  the  angler  of  to-day  who  could  not  master  a 
fish  of  that  size  under  an  hour  would  be  sufliciently 
remarkable  to  be  preserved  and  encased  with  his 
captm-e.  Clayr  Kenwai,. 


INDOOR   FLY   CASTING   AT  NEW 
YORK. 


The  following  notes  are  from  the  American 

Field  : 

"  The  second  annual  fly  casting  tournament  at 
the  Sportmen's  Exposition,  in  the  Madison  Square 
Garden,  New  York,  came  to  a  close  on  Saturday. 
Jan.  22,  having  for  its  story,  not  a  large  attendance, 
but  a  smashing  of  all  previous  long  distance 
records.  A  little  different  arrangement  had  been 
made  in  the  location  of  the  tank,  for  it  was  placed 
on  the  north  side  of  the  building,  and  thus  enabled 
a  fi-eer  use  of  the  right  hand  without  as  much 
danger  of  line  entanglement. 

"  Eddy  Mills,  a  youngster  of  fourteen  years, 
attracted  considerable  attention  as,  perhaps,  the 
most  youthful  fly  caster  in  the  world;  and  the 
ladies'  contest,  which,  however,  only  comprised 
two  contestants,  was  also  the  recipient  of  an 
ovation.  This  was  won  by  Miss  Cora  Leonard,  a 
cousin  of  Reuben  C,  the  champion. 

'•The  press  contest  was  won  by  C.  H.  Mowi-y, 
of  the  Sporting  Goods  Gazette,  of  Syracuse,  N.Y., 
his  style  being  far  ahead  of  that  of  any  of  his 
opponents ;  while  Fred  Mather,  who  was  looked 
upon  as  a  winner  by  most  of  the  spectators,  was 
the  lowest  on  the  score. 

"  In  Class  M,  D.  Brandreth  made  the  longest 
throw  of  94ft.,  but  was  disqualified,  complaint 
having  been  made  that  he  held  the  butt  of  his 
rod  up  his  sleeve.  He  stated  that  he  frequently 
cast  in  that  way,  and  was  not  aware  that  it 
conflicted  with  any  of  the  rules. 

"  The  rod  he  used  was  one  that  belonged  to 
H.  W.  Hawes,  made  by  Leonard,  and  had  a  long 
handle  below  the  reel  seat.  Mr.  Brandreth  had 
discovered  that  by  placing  that  handle  inside  his 
coat  sleeve  he  could  gain  power  to  extend  his  line 
many  feet  further,  and  did  so.  But  the  Chicago 
fly-casters — Messrs.  B.  W.  GoodseU,  Fred  N. 
Peet,  and  I.  H.  Bellows — entered  a  vigorous 
protest  immediately,  claiming  that  an  expedient 
of  that  kind  was  inadmissible,  that  a  man  might 
as  well  strap  the  butt  of  his  rod  to  his  forearm  ; 
and  under  the  rules  the  judges  very  properly 
sustained  the  pi-otest.  It  is  not  pleasant  for  a 
gentleman  sportsman  to  feel  himself  compelled 
to  make  a  public  protest  of  that  kind,  and  it  is 
but  just  to  add  that,  later  on,  the  Chicago  casters 
were  complimented  by  many  persons  for  the 
vigorous  and  manly  way  in  which  they  stood  out 
for  what  they  deemed  simple  justice. 

"  The  most  sensational  part  of  the  proceedings 
was  reserved  for  a  sort  of  desert  to  the  symposium, 
occurring  on  the  last  day.  Of  course,  every 
effort  has  been  made  during  the  tournament  to 
smash  records,  and  in  the  very  last  event  this 
was  done.  H.  W.  Hawes,  who  was  next  to  the 
last  contestant,  stopped  on  104 jft.,  although  he 
had  made  a  cast  of  l(592ft.  before  he  called  time. 
But  this  did  not  hurt  the  record  a  bit,  until 
Reuben  C.  Leonard,  of  Central  Valley,  N.Y.. 
came  to  the  score.  "Farther  and  farther  went  the 
fly  up  the  tank,  and  at  about  the  third  cast,  when 
his  time  was  about  half  up,  the  line  shot  far  out, 
and  a  roar  from  the  other  end  of  the  water  told 
that  Reuben  had  '  gone  and  done  it.'  The  tank 
wasn't  long  enough,  and,  the  tape  being  sent  for, 
the  judges  decided  that  the  cast  was  120ft.  Even 
the  staid  referee  couldn't  restrain  himself,  but  in 
stentorian  tones  announced  the,  result  so  the 
whole  garden  could  hear.  The  visitor  was  greeted 
by  a  voUey  of  cheers,  and  almost  smothered  with 
congratulations. 

"  The  attempt  to  combine  distance  and  accuracy 
in  the  bait-casting  was  thought  by  many  to  be  a 
mistake;  that  there  should  have  been  an  event 
for  distance  and  another  event  for  accuracy.  And 
we  incline  to  that  view,  because  the  methods 
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necessary  to  attain  one  requirement  are  entirely 
different  from  those  demanded  for  the  other,  and 
is  is  hard  to  see  how  the  two  styles  can  be  justly 
combined. 

"  It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  Chicago  con- 
tingent that  fly-casting  by  electric  light  will  never 
become  a  favourite  sport  with  scientific  anglers 
because  it  is  necessarily  guesswork,  much  of  it, 
on  the  part  of  the  angler.  For  when  his  line  has 
been  extended,  or  even  partly  so,  it  is  utterly 
impossible  to  see  either  line  or  fly  in  the  glare  of 
the  electric  lights,  and  he  has  to  guess  where  his 
fly  is,  whether  his  line  has  straightened,  &c." 


BARMOUTH. 


In  his  preface  to  the  vai-ious  stations  for  sea 
fishing,  collected  and  set  out  in  the  "  annual " 
entitled  "  List  of  Members,  General  Information, 
etc.,"  by  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,  he  says :  "  I  shall  be  grateful  for  any 
7)articulars  appertaining  to  coast  towns  and  the 
fish  to  be  obtained." 

The  following  are  the  items  given : 

"  Barmouth     (Merioneth).  —  From  Euston 


the  most  plentiful ;  and  the  best  months  for  fish- 
ing from  August  to  October. 

The  corresponding  agent  to  the  B.S.A.S.  is 
Mr.  E.  D.  Wardle,  Leek,  Staffs.,  who  will  gladly 
respond  to  anglers  seeking  further  infoi-mation 
in  connection  with  the  sea  fishing. 

As  a  health  resort  Barmouth  ranks  amongst 
the  most  famous  in  Wales.  The  scenery  around 
this  beautiful  watering-place  is  unsurpassed.  The 
writer  has  had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  several 
holidays  in  Wales— once  at  Banhadlog  (Mont- 
gomeryshire), fishing  the  lakes  and  streams 
belonging  to  that  eminent  sportsman,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Bonsall,  of  the  Sporting  Times  ;  and  on  another 
memorable  month's  respite  from  Fleet-street,  a 
tramp  (in  which  some  trout  fishing  was  indulged) 
from  Chester  to  Bangor.  Although  over  twenty 
years  ago,  the  ascent  of  Snowdon — "  up  one  side 
and  down  the  other  " — will  never  be  eradicated 
from  my  mind.  The  visit  to  the  slate  quarries, 
the  bathe  in  the  Menai  Straits  ;  the  abundance  of 
good,  wholesome  food  at  the  various  wayside 
hostelries  en  route  ;  the  avidity  with  which  myself 
and  companion,  after  a  walk  of  eighteen  miles, 
"  sampled "  the  bread  and  cheese  and  beer  sup- 
plied to  us  by  the  host  and  hostess,  who  could 


exception  of  the  fishing) — it  may  be  gathered 
that: 

"  Barmouth  or  Abermaw  ('  Mouth  of  the 
Mawddach ')  stands  on  a  rocky  promontory  of  the 
Llawllech  Range,  and  is  so  delightfully  situated 
on  the  estuary  of  the  Mawddach  that  it  may  truly 
be  called  the  most  beautiful  coast  place  in 
England  and  Wales.  It  consists  mainly  of  one 
long  irregular  street  running  parallel  with  the 
shore,  and  of  several  handsome  terraces  recently 
erected,  ani  the  Victoria  Esplanade.  Groups  of 
picturesque  old  dwellings  are  placed  high  and  low 
on  the  cliffs,  and  here  on  the  hillside,  to  the  west 
of  the  new  church,  is  a  portion  of  the  '  Guild  of 
St.  George,'  the  cottage  property  of  Mr.  Ruskin, 
who,  writing  in  '  Fors  Clavigera '  of  a  visit  to  his 
little  Welsh  estate,  says  :  '  I  have  just  been  over 
to  Barmouth  to  see  the  tenants  on  the  first  bit  of 
ground — noble  crystalline  rock,  I  am  glad  to  say 
— possessed  by  St.  George  on  the  Island.'  Before 
the  introduction  of  railways,  Barmouth  was  a 
shipping  port,  with  about  100  ships,  and  carried 
on  commerce  with  Ireland,  Spain,  and  Italy. 
Looking  seawards  to  the  right  are  the  lofty 
summits  of  Snowdonia,  the-Carnarvon  Peninsula, 
and  Bardsey  Island,  and  to  the  left  across  the 
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Station,  241  miles.  Fares  :  Single,  ;J8s.  lid.  first 
class  ;  193.  Q^d.  third  class.  Tickets  available  for 
one  month,  70s.  2d.  first  class. 

"  Fish  to  he  caught  (January  to  June). — Dabs, 
plaice,  and  rays  are  most  frequently  caught,  and 
are  taken  on  the  sand  outside  the  bar.  Bass  and 
pollack  are  to  be  had  by  '  the  stones '  and  under 
the  bridge,  but  fishing  there  is  difficult  owing  to 
the  force  of  the  stream.  Further  south  of  the 
rocks  congers  may  be  had.  Mackerel  are  caught 
by  the  sailing  boats.  Anglers  will  find  good 
sport  with  rod  and  paternoster." 

The  privileges  do  not,  as  yet,  extend  to  Bar- 
mouth, although  it  is  hoped,  in  the  near  future, 
that  during  the  best  months  for  sea  fishing  the 
various  railway  companies  will  offer  members  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  increased  facilities  for  prosecuting 
their  sport. 

In  an  old  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  it  is 
recorded  that  "the  character  of  fishing  at  Bar- 
mouth is  good ;  whiting,  haddock,  and  skate  are 


{From  a  Draiciny  by  T,  BarreU  Smith.) 

speak  no  word  of  English  (and  we  could  speak  no 
Welsh)  ;  the  Swallow  Falls  at  Bettwys-y-Coed, 
all  leave  the  most  pleasant  memories  in  my  mind, 
but  for  fuller  information  respecting  Barmouth 
and  its  surroundings,  readers  should  apply  for 
one  of  the  numerous  guide  books,  profusely 
illustrated,  issued  and  edited  by  Ralph  Darlington, 
F.R.G.S.,*  with  map  by  John  Bartholomew, 
F.R.G.S. 

The  title  of  the  handbook  in  question  is 
"  Abeiystwyth,  Barmouth,  Dolgeliy,  and  Cardigan 
Bay." 

By  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Ralph  Darlington  we 
have  been  supplied  with  an  advance  proof  of  the 
section  entitled  "  Barmouth,"  which  has  been 
revised  and  brought  up  to  date. 

From  this  admirably  edited  guide — in  which 
every  item  of  interest  is  recorded   (ivith  the 


*  Llangollen ;  Darlington  and  Co.  London :  Simpkin 
Marshall  and  Co.    Price  Is. 


estuary  is  the  rugged  range  of  Cader  Idris.  The 
fine  background  of  primeval  rocks  is  a  complete 
defence  from  the  north  and  east  winds,  and  the 
temperature — affected  by  the  warm  equalising 
influences  of  the  Gulf  stream — is  mild,  balmy, 
and  equable.  Snow  is  seldom  seen  except  on  the 
highest  peaks,  and  during  the  winter  the  myrtle, 
fuchsia,  hyacinth,  hydrangea,  abutilon,  veronica, 
eucalyptus,  and  chrysanthemum  flourish  in  the 
neighbourhood,  testifying  to  the  genial  mildness 
of  the  climate.  Barmouth  is  much  recommended 
by  physicians  as  a  winter  health  resort,  especially 
to  those  suffering  from  chronic  or  recurrent 
affections  of  the  respiratory  organs. 

"The  lakes  and  rivers  afford  good  sport  for  the  , 
angler,  and  the  district  is  full  of  interest  to  the 
antiquarian,  geologist,  botanist,  and  conchologist. 
The  district  is  especially  rich  in  ferns,  mosses, 
lichens,  and  in  the  extensive  variety  of  its  reeds 
and  grasses. 

"  Therailway  viaductandpiercrosses  the  estuary, 
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and  forms  one  of  the  finest  promenades  in  Europe 
It  IS  situated  at  the  south  end  of  the  town,  half  a 
mile  from  the  railway  station,  and  is  reached  by  a 
tootpath  from  the  Dolgelly  Road.  The  bridge  a 
wooden  structure  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in 
length,  crossed  by  the  railway,  and  a  footway  8ft 
wide,  furnished  with  seats,  is  the  property  of  the 
Oambrian  Railway  Company.  At  the  northern 
end  an  iron  drawbridge  spans  the  tideway,  and  is 
raised  by  machinery  for  the  passage  of  vessels, 
ihe  view  comprises  exceptionally  fine  natural 
scenery,  in  its  most  attractive  form  of  mountain 
wood,  and  water,  combined  in  due  proportion .  On 
passing  through  the  entrance  gate,  the  great  tidal 
estuary  opens  before  us,  like  a  lovely  lake  shut 
in  by  an  emjircling  chain  of  lofty  hills  most  varied 
m  form  and  colour— the  slopes  richly  wooded  to 
the  water  s  edge." 

The  walks  and  excursions  which  are  to  be 
enjoyed  by  visitors  to  Barmouth  are  lucidly 
described,  no  particulars  of  any  moment  heins 
omitted.  ® 

^'I?®^?^®  ^^ti'a-ct.  J udge  Talfourd,  writing 
ot  the  Mawddach  Estuary,  in  contrast  with  Rhine 
scenery,  says 

"When  on  board  a  steamer  on  the  Rhine 
approaching  the  Drachenfels,  a  native  of  Merio- 
nethshire inquired  if  this  was  the  Rhine  which  he 
had  been  told  was  so  beautiful,  adding,  '  I  think 
I  can  match  it  between  Dolgelly  and  Barmouth.' 
Indeed  you  can,'  was  my  reply ;  and  surely  the 
Welshman  was  right.  Let  anyone  who  has 
knowledge  of  the  two  scenes  caU  to  memory  the 
glonous  estuary,  reposing  in  beauty  and  crowded 
with  grandeur ;  look  down  its  avenue  of  sparkling 
water  to  the  distant  sea,  glistening  in  the  western 
light;  let  him  glance  on  the  one  side  at  its 
curving  shore  of  oak-sprinkled  meadows,  edged 
and  broken  by  rock,  and  on  the  other  to  the 
pillared  precipices  of  Cader  Idris  ;  and  then,  with 
all  respect  to  the  noble  substance  of  the  flowing 
Rhine,  gaze  at  its  vine-spotted  banks,  and  say  if 
there  is  the  faintest  approach  to  rivalry." 

A  full  list  of  guide  books  to  various  places, 
pubhshed  by  Dariington  and  Co.,  will  be  found 
in  our  advertising  columns. 

The  panorama  view  of  Barmouth  here  given  is 
from  a  drawing  supplied  expressly  to  the  Fishina 
Goae^e  by  T.  BurreU  Smith.  D 


NOTES  FROM 
KIRKBRIDE'S  NORTHERN  ANGLER, 
OR  FLY  FISHER'S  COMPANION.* 
( Continued  from  page  136, ) 

To  commence  the  operation  of  tying  your  fly, 
prepare  the  materials  according  to  the  instructions 
that  I  shall  give  in  describing  the  method  of 
making  particular  flies.  Look  out  your  hooks  and 
gut,  always  bearing  in  mind  to  tie  the  fly  on  the 
round  end  of  the  gut.   Then  wax  the  silk  neatly 
leaving  no  lumps  or  knots  on  it.    Hold  the  end 
ot  the  gut  between  your  teeth,  and  stretch  it, 
being  careful  not  to  run  your  nail  down  it.  Lay 
the  thread  upon  the  gut ;  then  twist  or  spin  the 
gut  round  between  your  finger  and  thumb,  so  that 
the  thread  shall  be  closely  and  neatly  lapped 
round  it  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  leavino^ 
room  at  the  end  (which  must  be  nipped  with  your 
teeth,  so  as  to  render  it  a  little  rough)  for  the 
tying  on  of  the  hook.    Then  lay  the  gut  well 
under  the  hook,  leaving  about  the  twentieth  part 
ot  an  inch  of  the  armed  portion  to  project  beyond 
the  end  of  the  shank.    This  is  done  to  prevent  it 
Irom  necking  or  breaking  off.    You  must  now  tie 
on  the  hook  by  caiTying  the  lapping  downwards, 
nearly  to  the  bend,  or  exactly  to  that  part  of  the 
shank  which  is  opposite  the  point.    Then  hold 
the  hook  firmly  in  your  left  hand,  between  the 
lorefanger  and  thumb,  while  the  tying  silk  must 
be  held  by  the  middle  finger  of  the  same  hand, 
bhould  you  wish  to  tip  your  fly  with  gold,  take 
the  gold  thread,  plate  or  wire,  and  lay  it  between 
your  left  forefinger  and  thumb,  and  neatly  tie 
dojm  the  end  of  it,  which  must  point  towards  the 
extremity  of  the  shank  of  the  hook.    You  must 
now  make  two  or  three  smooth  and  even  laps 

antw'^^-^l'^f  •\^''']''^  **'='^'«  "»^l^er  and  practical 
J,;^.  "'^  ^^^^'^  ^oj-k.  with  additions 

a  Ju^  °''T®?*'''.^°^.*^'^"^^essiDg3  of  flies  given  are  as 
moH«l  ^,^^«Uent-mfimteIy  better  than  many  of  the 
modern  stock  "  shop  patterns."— E.  B.  M. 


with  the  tinsel,  and  fasten  it  down  with  the 
thread,  taking  care  to  keep  the  thread  on  the 
inside  of  the  tinsel,  or  towards  the  head  of  your 
fly.    Should  you  wish  to  put  on  a  hackle  all  the 
way  down  the  body  of  the  fly,  take  a  fine  cock's 
hackle,  short  in  the  fibre,  or  pile,  and  with  the 
lorefanger  and  thumb  of  the  right  hand  ruflie  up 
thepile,  and  take  a  pair  of  fine  pointed  scissors 
and  chp  off  the  fibres  of  the  inside,  at  the  tip  or 
small  end,  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  taking 
care  to  ruffle  the  hackle  nicely,  in  order  that  it 
may  lay  well  to  the  shank  of  the  hook,  and  be 
sure  to  keep  the  inside  of  the  hackle  towards  the 
bend  which  is  done  by  touching  the  hackle  now 
and  then  with  the  nail  of  the  forefinger  of  your 
right  hand.    When  you  have  run  up  the  hackle 
with  your  phers  to  the  head  of  the  fly,  make  two 
or  three  extra  turns  of  the  hackle  there,  taking 
care  to  leave  room  enough  for  the  head  and  thi 
putting  on  of  the  wings,  then  fasten  down  the 
hackle.    1  always  tie  the  wings  on  separately.  I 
take,  for  instance,  a  wing  from  a  feather,  the 
tibres  _  ot  which  adhere  well  together,  and  with 
the  scissors  clip  o£E  the  butt  end  near  the  stem  I 
then  lay  the  wing,  thus  prepared,  on  the  inside, 
or  the  side  of  the  hook  next  to  me,  taking  care  to 
leave  the  wmg  long  enough  to  cover  the  bend  I 
now  make  two  laps  across  the  head,  gatherin.^ 
the  wing  in  nicely  with  my  left  hand,  and  place 
the  other  wing  on  the  off-side,  and  secure  it  by 
making  two  laps  across    in    the   same  way. 
During     the     whole     of     this     process  the 
tying    silk    must    be    held    tight.     I  adjust 
the  wings  so  as  to  make  them  stand  erect,  or 
he  down,  according  to  the  fly  I  am  making,  and 
then  separate  the  wings  nicely,  and  cross  the  silk 
carrying  it  from  the  head  round  the  butt  or  the 
tar  wmg,  drawing  it  tight,  and  bringing  it  round 
to  the  inside  of  the  near  wing,  which  must  also 
be  crossed    The  wings  having  been  thus  divided, 
and  the  silk  brought  exactly  to  the  head  of  the 
fly,  i  make  one  lap  and  prepare  for  the  knot 
which  is  as  follows :  Holding  the  fly  in  my  left 
hand,  I  throw  the  thread  first  over  the  third  finger 
and  then  exactly  over  the  head  of  the  fly,  thus 
torming  a  simple  loop,  through  which  I  pass  the 
?    J  ®  thi-ead.    I  then  carry  the  thread  over 
the  head  of  the  fly  again,  and  pass  it  a  second 
time  through  the  large  loop,  which  is  still  held 
down  by  the  third  finger  of  the  left  hand.   I  now 
turn  the  loop  twice  round  the  head  in  the  direction 
Irom  me  with  the  point  of  the  scissors,  and  draw 
it  tight  by  taking  hold  of  the  loose  end.  The 
knot  is  now  made,  and  is  perfectly  secure.  You 
must  now  clip  off  the  thread,  press  your  fly  well 
and  set  up  the  wings,  or  lay  them  well  down  by 
the  side  of  the  fly.    Should  there  be  any  false 
turns  of  the  hackle,  clip  off  the  fibres  which  do 
not  lay  well  to  the  bend  of  the  hook.    This  is 
called  trimming  the  fly.    In  dressing,  some  use  a 
knife  instead  of  scissors,  and  their  fingers  instead 
of  pliers.    I  strongly  recommend  the  amateur 
however,  to  use  both  scissors  and  pliers,  as  a  pair 
of  fine  pointed  scissors  are  so  useful  in  picking 
out  the  dubbing,  and  the  pliers  for  putting  on  the 
hackle. 

When  the  body  of  the  fly  is  required  to  be 
made  of  dubbing  and  ribbed  with  silk  thread,  or 
tinsel,  the  following  rules  must  be  observed .-  One 
end  of  the  thread  intended  for  the  rib  must  be 
tastened  down  by  the  tying  silk  at  the  tail  of  the 
/'.LT^    1.  ^^^^S  drawn  through  the  bend 

ot  the  hook  that  it  may  be  out  of  the  way  until 
wanted.  The  water  rat's  fur,  hare's  ear,  or  any 
other  kind  of  dubbing  of  which  it  maybe  requisite 
to  make  the  body  of  the  fly,  must  now  be  thinly 
laid  along  a  part  of  the  tying  silk  and  twisted 
j°  '^^^  amateur  must  twist  the  silk  and 

dubbing  together  in  the  direction  towards  himself. 
He  must  then  form  the  body  of  the  fly  by 
wi-appmg  the  silk,  covered  with  the  dubbino- 
neatly  and  regularly  up  the  shank  of  the  hook' 
leaving  room  for  the  wings,  and  fasten  it  by  a 
single  knot;  the  thread,  for  the  rib,  must  now  be 
wrapt  up  the  shank  of  the  hook  in  an  interrupted 
manner,  so  that  the  interval  between  the  laps,  or 
ribs  may  be  equal  and  regular,  and  fastened  down 
as  above. 

{To  be  continued.) 


.hnuhi  .  i  Reporters  Who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
Should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Visnino 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-laJ,  London 

Reports  MUST  arrive  not  later  than  SIX 
o'clock  post  on  Thursday  Evening. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thimes  at  any  of  the 
given  blf."''"'  '°        ""•^  °'  '"'^'^  '^^'^^  '^^  London  bridge 

^30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (.55  min.  for  Kew. 

^^^M'i   "     "   ^f-^^^-      -.u  Add-'^^  "     "  Richmond. 
(50   "     "   B^^^.^  ■         T   "  Twickenham. 

EXAMPLE  :-If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'^Iock'at  LonLt 
N  E     tJrT'     Teddington  at  .3.2.5  or  85  minutes  late?^  '  " 
arCi  ^""^  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  verv  much 

and  one  down- stream  retards  it.  ^  mucn, 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bkidoe. 

  5.2« 

  6.  2 

  HAS 

  7.3i; 

  S.51 

  10.2H 

  11. .51 

Hl9H  WATEB  at  AMBEELET  AND  POLBOBOUGH. 

Saturday,  Feb.  26    """"w^' 

Sunday,       „  27   (;o4 

Monday,       „  28   7.  •>  723 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge''Aiiiberler 
Pulboroug  I  will  be  2h.  40m.  later.  ■■"uooiroy 


Saturday,  Feb.  2G    Moraing. 

Sunday,        ,,  27    5  44  " 

t""^"^'  vr "  ^?   G 22 :;: 

Tuesday,  Mar.  1    7  j 

Wednesday,  ,,  2   .".".....'.*.*.*.'.'.'.'...".'  ,s  11  ' 

Thursday,     „  3   9' .3s  '" 

Friday,     „  4  ...!!..„!!!"!!!."!!!!!."!  li'i-j 


It  is  rumoured  that  R.  Biddulph  Martin,  Esq  , 
M.P.,  will  take  the  chair  at  the  special  general 
meeting  of  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Wednesday  evening 
next,  March  ° 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.-GEKERAL  Remarks.— As  regards 
the  question  of  angling,  the  river  for  some  time  has  not 
supphed  any  very  special  items  of  more  than  ordinary 
sport  and  only  occasionally  some  few  interesting  results  • 
but  this  IS  not  attributable  to  the  scarcity  of  fish  in  the 
Ihinies,  but  from  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  weather 
and  condition  of  (he  water;   and,  perhaps,  from  the 
abseccs  of  anglers,  as  there  have  been    remarks  in 
the  fishermen's  reports  "  the  water  has  been  in  good 
condition,  but  no  punts  have  been  out."    There  are  now 
others  of  the  feathered  tiibe,  though  of  a  watery  nature 
that  are  found  doing  damage  to  the  stock  of  fish  in  the 
liver,  that  IS  the  dabchicks,  which  are  said  to  be  choking 
themselves  with  small  fish,  and  have  been  found  dead 
from  their  greediness  ;  and  the  fish  themselves  in  the 
river  are  possessing  the  same  greedy  nature,  as  it  is 
reported  from  Hampton,  this  h&t  week,  a   jick  of 
about    71b.    had    been    found    dead    on    the  banks 
having  apparently  met  its  death  through  endeavouring  to 
swallow  a  good  sized  perch.     My  friend,   Mr.  W.  J 
Gomm,  of  Brentford,  and  his  cousin,  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm' 
both  practical  members  of  the  committee  cf  the  T.A  P  S  ' 
made  a  grand  show  of  fish  at  the  Brentford  Piscatorial 
Society  as  the  result  of  two  days'  fishing  at  Chtistchnrch 
Hants,  which  consisted  of  about  lowt.  of  fish,  including 
seven  jack,  the  largest  over  101b.,  the  rest  being  chub  and 
roach.    The  name  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  is  well  known  as  a 
prominent  and  successful  angler  at  Staines.   It  is  reported 
these  two  eminent  anglers  have  rented  some  private  water 
well  stocked  with  fish,  and  the  Brentford  Society,  of 
which  they  are  the  chief  supporters,  may  secure  some 
notoriety  in  the  display  of  fish  in  its  club-room  at  the 
Castle  Hotel.     Mr.  George  Fielder,  an  ex-sergeant  of 
police,  and  now  pensioned,  is  the  secretary,  and  at  the 
time  when   poaching  was  rampant  in  the  tideway  he 
rendered  most  effective  assistmce  in  the  capture  of 
poachers  and  the  seizure  of  nets.    His  name  in  connection 
with  convictions  at  Brentford  bench  will  ever  remain  as  a 
standing  testimony  to  the  great  services  he  rendered  to 
the  T.A..P.S.,  and  he  has  my  highest  appreciation.— B. 

  (Datchet).— John  Keene  reports  the  water  is 

very  bright,  and  some  days  the  fish  feed  well.  One  day, 
with  Mr.  Hill,  of  Kingston,  fifteen  nice  chub,  from  IJlb! 
to  2§lb.  each ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr. 
Perkins,  201b.  of  roach  and  chub  ;  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Mackrell,  I61b.  of  roach  and  chub  ;  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Phelp  and  Mr.  Kempton  Cannon,  four  dozen  of  nice 
roach,  several  of  the  fish  being  over  lib.  each ;  and 
another  day,  with  Mr.  O'DcwJ,  five  dozen  of  nice  roach, 
the  three  best  fish  being  over  lib.  each. — B. 

— —  (Datchet). — We  are  having  very  bad  weather, 
making  fishing  rather  uncomfortable  for  most  people.  1 
went  out  on  the  18th  to  fish  for  some  dace.  It  rained 
blowed,  and  snowed.  Thev  didn't  bite  much.  Caught 
only  one  dozen  and  half  ;  two  chub,  largest  3jlb.  ;  one 
barbel,  ]|lb.  Out  with  a  gentleman  the  19th  and  20th, 
trying  for  jack.  They  didn't  move  a  bit :  only  had  ore 
fish.  21st,  dace  fishing  in  the  afterncon.  three  dozen  dace 
and  three  chub,  the  two  largest  over  31b.— G.  Li  Msru.x. 

 (Hampton.  —  Two  otters  wera  seen  near  the 

Waferwoiks  on  Sncday  morning  last,  about  nine  o'clock. 
Oce  of  the  watchmen  who  saw  them  had  a  dog  with  him, 
which  fixed  on  one  of  ihem  by  tha  neck,  and  the  otter 
si;c;eeded  in  dragging  him  into  the  river,  whereupon  the 
dog  released  his  hold,  and  the  o'.t^r  then  gripped  the  dog 
on  the  back  and  kept  him  under  the  water  for  some  little 
time,  and  cn  releasing  his  bold  the  djg  apjexred  to  have 
had  enough  of  it,  ai;d  was  almost  deid. — B. 

  (Itampton  Court).— William  Milboume  writes  : 

"  There  has  not  been  much  done  this  week  but  dace 
fishing,  and  they  have  been  biting  freely,  the  punts  getting 
from  eight  to  nine  dozen  each  per  day.  The  water  has 
risen  from  loin,  to  12in.,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  all 
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enow  water,  and  1  am  afraid  it  will  take  the  fishing  off  for 
some  days." — B.  ,    .       ,i  i 

 (Einifston). — John  Johnson,  durmg  the  week, 

has  taken  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  eleven 
bream,  and  John  Knight  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 
— B.  ,  , 

  Lechlade  District.— Water  in  very  good  order 

at  time  of  writing.  Messrs.  Norman,  Powell,  Ingrau, 
and  Lockwood  out.  Live  bait  only  any  good.  Some  moe 
sport  reported  last  week  with  pike  of  Wb.,  61b,,  and  41b.  in 
district.  Plenty  of  scope  here  still  for  some  ti^  ones.— 
Kamblee. 

 (Biichmond).— The  fishermen  report  the  anglers 

have  been  doing  well  amongst  the  roach  and  dace. — B. 

^        (Sunbury). — H.  Herbert  has  been  getting  some 

chub  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Char  has  tiken  91b.  of  roach.  I  am 
sorry  to  learn  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Alfred  Stroud,  has  been 
laid  up  with  the  influenza,  but  hope  he  will  soon  be  in  his 
good  old  form. — B. 

  (Staines).— There    has  been  no   report  from 

Staines  beyond  one  of  the  bank  anglers  creeling  a  nice 
roach  of  l|lb. — B. 

  (Teddington).— W.  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

Hemmiogton,  five  barbel  and  three  dozen  of  dace ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Cook,  eight  barbel;  another 
day,  with  Mr.  J.  Banks,  twelve  dozen  of  dace;  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Cooper,  thirteen  dozen  of  daca ;  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Wash,  ten  dozen  of  dace ;  and  another  day, 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  eight  dozen  of  dace.  The  cold  winds 
are  reported  as  having  kept  the  dace  back  from  heading 
up.— B. 

 (Twickenham). — John  Spang,  in  two  days,  201b. 

of  roach  and  dace.  George  Coxen  has  been  out  one  day 
and  creeled  a  nice  quantity  of  roach  and  dace.  R.  Spong 
has  made  a  total  of  251b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  three 
bream.  Other  anglers  have  been  getting  some  good 
dace. — B. 

 (Windsor  District).— The  water  here,  though 

low,  is  still  looking  fit  for  all-round  angling ;  but  there 
must  be  snow  in  it.  I  can  hear  of  very  little  being  done 
lately,  except  small  jack.  My  son,  A.  Bambridge,  and 
self,  spinning  with  sprats  on  a  Bedford  Spinner,  took  seven, 
largest  about  31b. ;  three  had  to  be  returned,  the  four 
best  being  sent  to  Westminster  Aquarium,  with  a  brace  of 
chub,  going  about  51b.  Some  good  roach  have  been  taken 
in  the  Surly  Hall  waters  ;  whilst  at  the  hotel  I  saw  a  nice 
tray  which  had  been  taken  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Buokworth,  of 
Dedworth  Manor,  and  Mr.  F.  Sharratt,  largest  fish  about 
lib.  The  trout  reported  by  me  as  being  picked  up,_  my 
son  found  on  the  bank.  I  brought  him  away  and  examined 
his  throat,  but  no  tackle  in  him,  so_  that  he  was 
undoubtedly  billed  by  coming  in  contact  with  a  propeller, 
marks  of  which  are  very  distinct  on  one  side.  He  was  an 
old  fish,  being  "  parrot-beaked,"  and,  should  think,  about 
81b. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Axun  (Pulborongh). — Friday's  heavy  rains  put  the 
water  out  of  condition  for  20th  inst.,  and  but  little 
sport  was  obtained  in  consequence.  Mr.  R.  Maple,  of  the 
Wenlock,  took  two  bream,  largest  IJlb.,  but  very  little 
else  was  done.  At  the  time  of  writing  rain  is  falling,  so 
the  river  will  only  be  in  fair  order  on  the  27th,  and  tides 
are  running  strong. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Barton  Broad  (Stalham).— Only  a  few  anglers  have 
beeen  out,  with  fair  success.  Mr.  Mathews  has  had  two 
more  fish,  one  weighing  141b.  The  tides  have  been  very 
high,  but  are  going  down  now.  Generally  pike  fishing 
is  bstter  here  during  the  last  fortnight  before  the  season 
goes  out,  so  with  fine  weather  some  good  sport  may  be 
expected  from  now. — Alma  Nichols. 

Bela. — The  weather  has  been  cold  since  the  opening  of 
the  angling  season  on  this  Westmoreland  river,  and 
although  several  fishermen  have  been  out  few  fith  have 
been  taken.  Amongst  the  most  successful  were  Messrs. 
P.  Bateman,  Fee,  and  H.  Mann,  the  first  named  getting  a 
nice  plate  of  fish,  which  were  in  good  condition  con- 
sidering the  time  of  the  year.  Both  the  worm  ani  the  fly 
were  used.  The  veteran,  Mr.  Huddleston,  while  angling 
near  Milnthorpe,  sprained  a  muscle  of  his  leg,  which  will 
probably  keep  him  away  from  the  riverside  for  some  days. 
Stainton,  the  keeper,  had  an  impromptu  bath,  a  gust  of 
wind  upretting  him  in  the  river.  Half  a  dozen  anglers 
were  out  on  Monday,  but  no  one  secured  more  than  a 
dozen  fish. — G. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach,  Cambridge).— 
Ten  minutes  from  Station  G.E.R.  to  Green  Man  Inn 
(on  the  spot).  Am  sorry  to  report  the  past  week,  both 
for  roach  and  pike,  has  been  the  worst  during  this 
season.  There  have  been  several  out,  but  with  small 
success.  The  elements  have  been  against  us.  Time  of 
writing  water  in  beat  of  condition.  Bank  angling  clean, 
with  less  wind.  Plenty  of  live  bait  on  the  spot. — John 
O'George. 

Coin  (Bast  Gloucester). — River  in  promising  order. 
Spawning  season  pretty  well  over.  Trout  in  forward 
state  for  the  time  of  year,  and  plerty  of  them.  Heavy 
snowstorms  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Season  opens 
April  1. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  matter  of  early  trout  tisliing 
has  been,  and  still  remain  ,  a  difficulty  beyond  the  powers 
of  conservators  to  decide.  There  are  tenants  and  owners 
who  do  not  joiii  any  association,  and  who  are  perfectly 
indifferent  about  the  trout  in  the  streams  on  their  pro- 
perty. As  early  as  Feb.  1  there  were  men  who  went  fish- 
ing— not  fishermen — and  who  brought  home  big  baskets 
of  immature,  decrepit  trout.  The  Camel  and  the  Fowey 
executives  fix  the  opening  day  to  be  March  10  ;  but  there 
are  .'stream s  in  the  county  flowing  eastward  iato  the 
Tamar  which  are  not  under  the  control  of  these  bodies, 
and  from  these  hundreds,  and,  perhaiis,  thousands,  of 
trout  will  be  taken  before  the  actually  recognised  season 
commences. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— HundreJs  of  young 
fish  have  been  seen  in  the  waters  below  Totnea  Weir, 


apparently  unable  to  proceed  higher  np.  The  Board  of 
Trade  have  sanctioned  the  issuing  of  daily  salmon  licences, 
a  concession  which  should  be  much  appreciated  by  tourists 
and  other?.  The  conservators  have  at  last  decided 
(although  not  without  considerable  opposition)  to  recognise 
the  Fishing  Association  by  electing  representative 
members  to  act  on  the  association.  The  latter  body 
controls  a  large  portion  of  the  best  fishing,  and  as  a  result 
of  its  formation  uninterrupted  fishing  can  now  be  obtained 
on  the  river  for  many  miles.  Free  licences  will  again  be 
issued  to  a  certain  number  of  owners  and  others. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  snowstorms  of  this 
week  have  stopped  sport,  but  preparations  are  b;ing  made 
for  the  general  opening  of  the  streams  next  week.  Pike 
fishing  on  the  Exe  and  in  the  Canal  has  been  fairly  good, 
but  perch  are  not  taking.  The  Otter  app3ars  to  be 
providing  the  best  fronting  of  the  watera  that  are  open, 
although  the  baskets  there  have  only  _b  ;en  fair.  _  The 
North  Devon  streams  are  reported  in  good  trim. — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — It  is  many  years  dace  so  many 
spring  fish  were  to  be  seen  in  the  pools  of  the  Eden  as  at 
present.  In  fact,  they  are  more_  numerous  than  kelts, 
which  generally  prove  such  a  nuisance  to  anglers  in  the 
early  spring.  This  double  advantage  is,  no  doubt,  attri- 
butable to  the  open  winter.  On  the  opening  day,  Feb.  16, 
the  river  was  useless,  owing  to  heavy  rain  the  diy 
before.  On  the  17th,  the  veteran  Sam  Wright  opened 
the  ball  with  a  fish  of  81b.  in  the  Association  water.  On 
the  18th,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dixon  had  one,  151b. ,  at  Armathwaite  ; 
Mr.  Slater,  two,  01b.  and  20lb.,  in  the  Corby  water, 
Taddenham;  the  keeper,  one,  81b.,  in  the  same  water; 
and  some  gentlemen  staying  at  the  Crown  Hotel, 
Wetheral,  had  two  in  the  water  which  the  enterprising 
landlord  of  the  hotel  rents  for  the  use  of  his  visitors.  On 
the  19th,  the  same  party  killed  four  fish  in  the  same  water  ; 
Mr.  F.  Sandeman,  one,  at  Low  House;  and  Mr.  C. 
Liddle,  two,  161b.  and  191b.,  at  Warwick  Hill.  Oa  the 
21st,  Mr.  Marshall  had  a  fish  91b.,  in  the  Corby  water. 
"  Fifteen  fish  with  the  rod  in  the  first  four  days"  is  the 
best  possible  reply  to  those  who  foolishly  want  to  make 
March  1  the  opening  day.  The  heavy  fall  of  snow  on 
Sunday  and  Monday  keeps  trickling  into  the  river  and 
spoils  sport. — Silver  Grey. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Exeter).- A  spell  of  Arctic 
weather  has  put  a  stop  to  angling  operations  for  the  time 
being.  Prior  to  this  some  very  fair  sport  was  enjoyed  by 
the  trout  anglers  generally,  catches  ranging  from  four  to 
six  brace  a  rod.  Among  the  leading  scorers  are  :  Capt. 
Cooke,  Surgeon-Major  Barrington,  Mr.  G.  G.  Snell,  and 
Mr.  Geo.  Taylor.  The  February  Bed  and  March  Brown 
have  done  good  service.  Messrs.  D.  Jackman  and  party, 
fishing  the  Tiverton  Canal  on  Monc'ay,  killed  seventeen 
jvck,  but  have  not  heard  weights.  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts 
also  !had  a  brace,  going  6lb.,  from  the  Cowley  water. 
Prospects  for  opening  of  salmon  fishing  on  March  1  are 
none  too  rosy. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Xiincolnshire  and  Cambs.). 
The  angling  of  the  district  seems  likely  to  receive  a  check 
from  the  cold.  As  yet  there  his  be3n_no  stoppage  from 
the  waters  being  icebound,  but  as  we  write  it  seems  rather 
like  it  for  this  week-end.  Fishing  has  gom  on  between 
the  storms,  and  there  have  baen  some  nice  baskets  of  roach 
made  with  creed  wheat,  gentles,  and  worm.  Some  of  the 
best  have  come  off  the  waters  of  Cambridgeshire.  Pike 
fi.-hing  has  been  pursued  on  the  Forty -foot,  Wetland,  and 
other  waters,  the  best  fish  reported  being  one  of  101b.— 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Fishing  on  the  Idle 
and  its  tributary  streams  and  drains  is  but  of  very  small 
account,  and  has  been  so  for  some  time.  Advantage  of 
the  absence  of  anglers  has  doubtless  led  to  work  of  another 
character.  Netting  the  stream  is  reported  as  rampant  on 
the  lower  waters.  One  p^ace  where  this  has  been  done 
was  between  Haxey  Gate  and  Idle  Stop.  Fishermen  from 
the  Trent  are  said  to  be  the  delinquents.  It  is  a  pity  land- 
owners do  not  stop  this.  More  money  mi^ht  be  made  out 
of  anglers  if  there  were  plenty  of  fish.  Trouting  on  the 
higher  waters  will  begin  next  month. — L. 

Lark  (Flempton,  &c.).— The  water  is  still  very  clear 
and  low  in  parts.  Sport  has  bsen  rathar  quiet  this  last 
week.  Only  a  few  rods  out,  pike  fishing  ;  but  even  these 
fish  have  been  off  the  feed.  The  few  sharp  frosts  we 
have  had  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  make  the  pike  on  the 
move. — A.  E.  K. 

Lea. — Another  poor  week's  sport  has  to  be  recorded 
very  unfavourable  weather  having  been  experienced,  and 
the  river  not  being  in  condition.  The  roach  are  still 
repoited  dead  off,  and,  as  is  the  case  with  the  loich  in  the 
tributary  Stoit,  they  evidently  have  an  abundance  of 
natural  food  at  hand,  the  result,  in  a  great  measure,  of 
the  absence  of  any  heavy  runs  of  water.  Just  now  Lea 
anglers  would  welcome  a  good  flood,  to  carry  away  the 
weed  and  fish  food  lying  on  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and 
unless  a  push  of  water  is  soon  experienced,  the  A.B.S. 
competition  at  St.  Margaret's,  as  regards  fish  catching,  is 
not  likely  to  be  very  successful.  The  river  is  a  fail  uolour 
at  Ware,  but  anglers  would  like  to  see  it  more  streamy. 
Few  fish  have  been  had  above  bridge,  considering  the 
famous  character  of  the  water  there.  Anglers  have 
greatly  fallen  oif  of  late  in  their  attendance  up  the  river 
on  account  of  the  disheartening  sport  it  his  been  furnish- 
ing, but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  tha  fish  will  "come  on" 
well  before  the  season  closes.  Early  in  th^  week  three 
jack  were  caught  in  the  Fish  and  Eels  water  at  Dobb's 
Weir,  Hoddesion,  weighing  respectively  S^lb.,  4|lb.,  and 
2|  b.  I  have  no  ne^^s  worth  reporting  from  the  Stort, 
Rib,  Ver,  Mimram,  or  Beane. — I.  W. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  notwithstanding  the  falls  cf  snow, 
rain,  and  sleet  which  were  had  at  the  end  of  last  week. 


The  weather  has  now  changed  round ,  and  is  frosty  at  night, 
with  bright,  sunny  days,  and  the  fish  are  inclined  to  move 
better.  Grayling  are  very  slow,  and  their  season  may  be 
counted  as  over,  the  fish  showing  signs  of  spawning.  Trout 
are  moving  well,  and  rise  at  the  fly,  and  there  is  every 
prosptct  of  good  sport  being  had  next  week.  The  Pinsley 
i)  clear.— Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  in  fairly  good  order,  but  nothing  doing  ;  all  waiting 
for  the  ojyening  of  the  trout  season,  on  Wednesday  next, 
March  2.  So  far  we  have  escaped  the  snow;  but  little 
his  fallen  in  this  neighbourhood,  although  at  the  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday  evening)  the  outlook  is  threatening, 
and  the  wind  (north)  very  cold.— R.  T.  Williams.  _ 

Nene  (Peterborough). — For  lack  of  rain  in  any 
quantity  for  some  weeks  past  the  river  is  getting  very  low 
here,  but  the  water  is  still  of  good  colour,  and  in  good 
trim  for  fishing,  and  our  anglirs,  albeit  at  times  there 
have  been  sharp,  biting  winds  and  snatches  of  Jack  Frost 
that  have  managed  to  catch  the  water's  edge,  are 
availing  themselves  of  all  the  opportunities  they  can  get 
for  plying  their  favourite  pastime  while  the  favourable 
circumstances  last.  There  have  been  some  good  catches 
during  the  past  week,  capital  sport  having  been  had 
among  the  pike  and  perch  at  Alwaltou.  Mr.  Hollis 
(Peterborough)  had  an  exceptionally  good  run  of  luck  with 
the  pike  between  Orton  and  Peterborough,  when  he  was 
fortunate  in  getting  twenty-one  runs  in  one  day  and 
capturing  ten  of  various  sizes.  Mr.  Priestley  (Peter- 
borough) and  a  party  also  took  ten  good  pike  at  Alwalton. 
— E. A.  S. 

North  Staifordshii'e  Rivers.  —  Rivers  are  in 
excellent  ply  for  angling.  Not  much  doing  this  week 
through  east  wind.  Last  week  wind  was  in  the  west,  and 
fair  sport  was  had  on  the  Blythe  and  Tern  Brook  to  fly- 
best  flies  proving  Spring  Brown,  Red  Tag,  and  Bradshaw's 
Fancy.  Trout  are  showing  in  very  fair  condition,  and 
fight  like  little  demons.  A  member  of  the  Burslem  Club 
had  a  rare  catch  for  this  time  of  the  year  from  the  Trent, 
at  Armitage,  last  week— 21b.  Ooz.  barbel.  The  fish  is 
being  preserved  as  a  curiosity. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).- Some  very  nice  pike  hive 
been  landed  this  week  (about  thirty  altogether)  from  5ilb. 
up  to  12|lb.  One  of  101b.  graced  my  slab,  and  elicited 
admiration  from  the  S3  who  witnessed  it.  Mr.  B.  W. 
Tebbutt,  of  Bluntisham,  was  the  captor.  The  waters  are 
in  splendid  condition  for  pike,  roach,  and  chub,  and  not  a 
few  are  availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
them.— E.  Collinson. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— The  open  weather  is 
still  very  favourable  for  sport,  which  has  been  very  brisk 
again  this  week.  The  20th,  although  very  rough  and  cold, 
showed  the  best  results,  a  large  number  of  good  jack 
having  been  taken,  the  lai-gest,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
handling,  101b.,  to  Mr.  Foley's  rod.  I  had  to  gaff  ugly 
in  consequence  of  a  tremendous  ajuall.  Mr.  Roe  also  had 
some  lice  fish,  up  to  8^1b.  ;  and  several  other  nic9  lots 
were  brought  in  by  different  parties  of  gentlemen  who 
braved  the  storms. — A.  Scard. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — For  some  days  past  the  weather  for  the  first  time 
this  year  has  been  very  winterly,  and  there  has  been 
several  falls  of  snow,  accompanied  by  hard  frost,  but  at 
present  it  is  much  milder,  with  every  appearance  of  a 
complete  thaw,  so  that  all  these  rivers  are  just  now  tinged 
with  snow  water,  but  this  will  soon  pass  away,  and  leave 
the  streams  in  excellent  condition  for  angling.  Pike 
fishing  is  now  off,  and  all  that  have  recently  been  captured 
are  very  small,  and  hardly  worth  retaining,  excepting  that 
it  assists  in  ridding  the  rivers  of  these  pests,  which  are 
now  much  too  numerous  for  the  well  being  of  other  kinds 
of  fish.  Roach,  perch,  and  chub  have  been  well  on  the 
feed,  and  are  taking  the  worm  very  free'y.  Some  half 
dozen  salmon  hive  been  taken  near  the  junction  of  the 
Vyrnwy  and  Severn,  the  largest  of  which  ecaled  231b. 
These,  however,  were  taken  with  the  nets,  and  none  have 
as  yet  been  taken  by  angling,  but  it  is  some  consolation  to 
find  that  a  few  do  still  find  their  way  to  the  upper  waters. 
— Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).- The  water  still  continues 
very  bright  and  the  weather  very  changeable  ;  fishing  of 
all  sorts  is  very  slow.  Several  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
no  roach  of  any  account  have  been  taken.  A  few  jack 
have  been  taken  during  the  week,  the  largest  about  71b. ; 
but  the  water,  if  anything,  is  too  clear  for  that  sport.— 
W.  T.  Bainbridge.  ,  i 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Irost, 
snow,  and  sleet,  wi  h  wind  from  all  quarters,  is  the 
meteorological  record  of  the  week.  Yet,  strange  to  say, 
rivers  have  improved  ;  or,  I  s'aould  say,  roach  are  feeding 
better,  especially  in  the  tidal  portion.  Fishing  on  ths 
Ouse,  Mr.  Hall  has  taken  some  nice  roach  np  to  lib.  ; 
several  small  pike  have  also  been  taken.  The  Adur,  which 
is  now  under  the  Fisheries  Act,  has  yielded  some  good 
roach  and  dace,  and  will  now  doubtLss  prove  one  of  our 
best  southern  waters.  But  few  anglers  have  visited  the 
Ruther,  but  those  who  have  tried  their  luck  have  had  fair 
success  A  day  by  two  rods  resulted  in  a  nice  pike  of 
61b., 'a  brace  of  41b.  fish,  a  brace  of  21b.  perch,  and  a  lanky 
tvout  of  about  21b.,  which  was  returned  to  the  water. 
Anglers  at  Chichester  Canal  have  met  with  success  among 
the  pike— one  fish  of  541b.,  a  brace  of  41b.,  and  several 
smaller  ones  have  been  taken,  principally,  I  regret  to  say, 
with  live  gorge.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  partis  still  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  'The 
weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  at  the  end  of  last 
week  we  had  some  sharp  falls  of  snow,  and  rain  and  hail, 
accompanied  by  a  strong  gale.  The  snow  soon  disappeared, 
ard  at  present  there  is  some  in  the  river,  but  it  is  running 
oft  The  nights  have  turned  cold  and  frosty,  and  there  is 
a  good  prospect  for  some  good  sport  being  bad  at  the 
'  beginning  of  the  week,  when  trout  come  m  season. 
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Grayling  are  very  quiet  now,  and  you  scarcely  ever  hear  of 
one  being  landed,  as  they  ara  fast  going  c£E,  and  will 
Boon  be  epawmng.  Duiing  the  daytime  trout  have  been 
moving  letter,  and  rise  at  the  fly,  and  when  the  seison 
opens  sport  should  be  good  with  Blue  Dun,  February  Red 
Palmers,  and  Red  Ant,  and  tha  prospects  for  sport  are' 
greatly  improved,  and  good  dish3s  shouhi  be  landed 
Bottom  fishers -will  be  sure  to  take  large  fish  with  the 
worm.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear 
and  m  order,  and  sport  will  be  good  in  them  next  week  — 

S.  LVDLOW. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  weather  has  been 
changeable,  and  snow  and  rain,  with  strong  winds,  have 
made  it  bad  for  angling.  The  water  is  still  m  good  order 
tor  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level,  There  was  a 
little  snow  in  the  water,  but  it  is  running  off,  and  the 
water  has  every  prospact  of  baing  in  rare  trim  for  the 
opening  of  the  trout  season  next  week,  when  sport  should 
be  good  with  the  fly  and  worm.  Few  anglers  out  this 
week. — WoRCESTEE. 

Trent  (Newdrk).— The  river  is  low  and  in  good  order, 
but  fish  are  biting  very  shy.  From  the  lower  water  some 
good  chub  and  fine  roach  have  b?en  taken,  some  of  the 
latter  reichmg  IJlb.  In  the  dyke,  above  the  town,  a 
disease  appears  amongst  the  roach,  mmy  of  those  taken 
curing  the  past  week  being  almost  covered  with  fungi  and 
several  having  yellow  blotches  on  their  eidfs,  worse  in 
appearance  than  when  first  appearing  on  the  scouring  beds 
— Trentsider. 

,  Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Linool»sliire).— Fishing  on  the 
VVitfiam  has  continued  satisfactory,  but  it  may  receive  a 
check  this  week  from  frost— the  first  this  year.  A  number 
of  anglers,  live  bait  fishing,  have  brought  home  a  good 
many  fish,  from  31b.  to  81b.  each  ;  and  roach  afiglers  have 
been  equally  lucky.  Between  the  bridges,  at  Bardney 
has  been  a  gcod  district  for  roach.  At  the  ends  of  other 
streams  there  have  been  good  lots  of  roach  taken  A 
few  anglers  have  pike  to  boast  of.  For  instance,  one  had 
a  brace  scaling  ;jlb.  and  Tib,  respectively,  caught  near 
Bardney  Station  with  Jive  reach  ;  £u-)ther  got  one  cf  81b 
near  to  Dogdyke,  also  with  live  bai^  The  drains  about 
Boston  have  not  been  patronised  to  any  great  extent. 
Only  male  fish  of  these  classes  are  said  tj  remain  in  good 
conoition. — Luci. 

Wje  jBuUth  Wells).— River  in  good  conditicn  for 
salmon  fishing;  weather  cold.    C.  Ubogg,  Esq.,  three 
salmon,  total  weight  601b.    Trouting  commences  March  2 
Anglers  are  looking  forward  to  good  sport.    I  have  put 


back  good  conditioned  trout  when  spinning  for  pike  on  the 
Lion  Hotel  water.  Best  bait  will  be  the  14in  "  Kill 
Devon."— W.  B.  R. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Beanly.— Owing  to  the  river  being  in  high  flood.  Col 
H.  Fra»er  has  met  with  little  sport,  only  three  fish  being 
landed,-T-H.  S.  N. 

•  Liddle.— The  weather  is  very  snell 

in  ths  Border  Esk,  and  promises  to  be  more  so,  especially 
when  March  makes  its  adrent.  A  few,  a  very  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  both  rivers,  with  but  little  success, 
rioods  hive  been  frequent,  and  a  mitigation  of  the  salmon 
Owease,  which  has  been  prevalent  all  along  the  river  is 
reported.  Salmon  netting  on  the  English  side  of  the 
Bolway  has  opened  for  the  season,  whilst  the  fishings  on 
ocfi,  '^^'^  ^-^^  °*  ^'""''^  commenced  yesterday,  the 
iSth .  1  rout  prospects  are  good  on  the  two  rivers  and  their 
nnmerous  tributaries,  and  the  coming  season  promises  well 
on  the  Border  waters.  Reports  from  Langholm,  Canonbie 
tongtown  and  Metal  Biidge  are  all  drawn  blank,  but  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  the  recent  heavy  floods  have 
carried  most  of  the  dead  and  diseased  salmon  down  to  the 
bolway.  There  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  spring  salmon 
seasDn,  as  the  rise  in  the  waters  lave  enabled  the  fish  to 
ascend  the  higher  reaches.— Gilnockie. 
.  Boyne.— The  season  on  this  river  opened  on  the  12th 
iBst.,  under  more  favourable  conditiors  as  to  sport  than 
tor  some  years  past,  atd  it  is  evident  that  the  restrictions 
made  from  time  to  time  during  the  past  few  years  in 
reducing  the  length  of  the  nets  used  in  the  estuary  and 
lower  length  of  the  river  are  b?ginning  to  bear  good 
trmt,  and  the  repoits  from  tin  netting  stations  are  very 
favourable.  On  the  upper  reaches  there  is  a  good  stock  of 
??.u  I^lackwater  tributary,  Mr.  Boylan,  on  the 

12th  had  three  fish,  the  largast  311b.  On  the  Upper 
^Jack  tastle  water,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and  Mr  R  R 
FitzHerbert,  bad  four  fish,  211b.,  19ib.,  181b.,  and  171b." 
Un  the  Lower  Black  Castle  water,  Mr.  Meakin  and  fisher- 
man had  three  fish,  largest  211b.  On  Ardmulclan, 
Vol.  Rock  had  two  fish,  the  largest  about  2olb.  Since  the 
opening  day  sport  has  been  good,  although  a  small  flood 
and  keen  wintry  weather,  with  very  bright  days,  have 
handicapped  the  chances  of  reaUy  good  sport.  The  total 
catch  ot  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and  Mr.  R.  R  Fitz- 
Herbert on  Upper  Black  Castle  water,  up  to  the 
even  ng  of  ruesday,  the  22nd,  has  been  tsrenty-six  fish, 
t  le  largest  301b.,  and  the  total  average  weight  about  201b 
Un  the  Lower  BJaik  Castle  water,  Mr.  Meakin  and  fisher- 
man tave  had  eighteen  fish,  largest  311b.  Colonel  Rock, 
on  Ardmulchan,  has  had  eight  fish,  including  several  very 
fteavy  ones.  On  the  lower  reaches,  we  understand 
Messrs.  Jamieson  and  the  lessee  of  the  Slane  Fishery  have 
also  had  good  sport,  but  details  have  not  come  to  hand. 
Ihe  fish  hatchery  at  Black  Castle,  under  Mr.  R.  E.  Fitz- 
Herbert 3  (the  owner)  supervisi3n,  is  doing  excellent  work, 
uwwg  to  the  succession  of  heavy  floods  last  autumn  there 
was  considerable  difficulty  in  securing  the  required  ova 
out  there  is  at  the  presant  time  upwards  of  half  a  miUion 
ll^^U,  sn?'nr7A  ''''  exceedingly  well.    Last  year 

nearly  800,000  were  turned  into  the  river,  and  it  isexpected 
tbat  this  year  will  begin  to  shosv  the  results  from  this 
flatchery  in  an  increased  stock  of  fish  in  the  river,  it  having 
^f"^      p<^o&3s(u\  operation  for  the  past  four  years.- 


Dee.— On  the  Glentana  waters,  on  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Coventry  had  cna  of  Tib  ;  Mr.  Merry,  one  of  71b  •  and 
Mr.  Weguelm,  three,  of  7Ib.,  91b.,  and  191b.  Mr.  Smith, 
Feughside,  Banchory,  has  taken  the  Upper  Blackball 
water  for  three  months,  from  May  1.— G.  M. 

Deveron  (Banflfshire).— Owing  to  the  "continued  fall 
ot  snow,  the  river  Deveron  continues  in  high  flood  and 
discoloured,  so  I  hit  the  weather  is  quite  against  successful 
angling.  On  Tue-day,  the  loth  inst.,  Mr.  Tom  Speedy, 
Edinburgh,  had  three  salmon  on  the  Corniehaugh  section' 
scahng  51b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  Kelts  are  rather  numerous' 
and  troublesome  to  anglers.  Little  has  been  done  at  the 
net  fishing,  either  on  the  river  or  adjacent  coast.  The 
weather  has  been  (xceedingly  stormy.  The  heavy  seas, 
that  did  great  damage  to  the  bag-nets,  also  pirtly 
obstructed  the  mouth  of  the  lirer  by  shingle,  so  that  fish 
had  not  free  access.  Although  the  nets  are  being  worked 
night  and  day  on  the  river,  only  a  few  fish  have  bsen  ''ot, 
principally  during  the  day.  Scarcely  a  salmon  has  been 
taken  from  the  nets  on  the  coast  for  the  past  week.  The 
storm  is  now  subsiding,  and  it  is  expected  that  all  the 
stations  will  be  in  working  order  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
For  the  week  only  three  small  boxes  were  consigned  to  the 
mirkets.— H.  W. 

Garry  and  Loch  Oich,  N.B.— As  yet  these  famous 
fishings  are  proving  very  discouraging,  only  twenty  salmon 
having  been  landed.  The  river  is  extremely  high,  and  the 
Huke  of  Portland  and  Lord  Berkeley  Paget  are  too  much 
ot  the  spor;smen  to  enjoy  trolling  on  the  loch.  The 
following  13  the  catch:  Feb.  11,  five;  12th,  three;  Uth, 
three;  18th,  three;  and  to-day  (22nd),  six.  With  the 
exception  of  one  fish,  to-day's  catch  was  clean  run  fish- 
one  a  regular  beauty.  Touch  of  frost  to-night,  ard  all 
oppearance  of  the  waters  receding.— H.  S.  N. 

Halladale  (Sutlierlandshire).— On  the  15th  inst. 
the  Sandside  rod,  fishing  No.  5  beat,  had  a  salmon  of  5|lb 
off  Forsil  Pool;  fly,  Gaudy  Eagle,  Xo.  5  0;  and  on  the 
1/  th  inst.  the  Melvich  rod,  fishing  No.  5  beat,  also  had  a 
fish  of  lO.b.  off  Forsil  Pool;  fly,  Silver  Canary,  No.  4  0. 
Some  Enow  and  frost. — Nemo. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— Feb.  18,  Mr.  A.  D.  Paul,  one 
almon  19ib.    19th,  Dr.  Todd,  one,  181b.— H.  Maisey. 

(Drumnadrochit  Hotel).— I  hear  from 
Mr.  D  _D.  Macdonali  that  he  had  good  sport  on  Loch 
Ness  this  week.  On  the  19th  he  had  six  trout,  totalling 
211b.  On  the  21st  he  had  one  salmon,  221b  ,  one  81b.,  and 
four  trout  averaging  41b.    Water  in  nice  trim.— H.  S  N. 

Loch  Ness  (Port  Augustus).- At  the  west  end  the 
eport  has  not  been  quite  eo  good  as  in  former  seascns 
owing  to  height  of  water  and  gales  of  wind.  Mrs.  Davis 
Lovat  Arms,  Fort  Augustus,  landed  the  best  fish  as  yet! 
Trout  are  very  plentiful.— H.  S.  N. 

Lyon  (Portingall).— Gentlemen  fishing  from  the 
iortirgill  had  the  following  sport:  10th,  Mr.  Philip 
Geen  landed  a  salmon  of  15Jlb.  11th,  Mr.  Philip  Geen 
two,  one  161b.  and  one  201b.  16th,  Mr.  James  Arnott,  one 
of  161b.  ;  Mr.  Haggis  had  a  hea^^  fish  on  for  ten  minutes 
but- lost  it.  18th,  Mr.  Haggis,  one  of  23Ib.  Tha  river  is  a 
little  low  at  present  on  account  of  the  frcst,  but  many  fish 
are  to  le  seen. — Paul  Macphail. 

Ness  (Inverness).— The  first  salmon  of  the  season 
was  got  on  the  Ness  Castle  water  on  the  19lh  by  Mr 
McRae,  gamekeeper.    It  weighed  181b.— H.  S.  N, 

Noith-East  of  Scotland.— A  snowstorm  has  been 
raging  aU  over  the  north  since  Sunday,  and  oh  the  whol= 
the  weather  has  been  very  boisterous  and  cold,  yet  the 
amount  of  sport  going  on  the  Dee  has  been  very  fair 
indeed,  and  a  good  index  to  what  it  might  really  be  under 
better  conditions.    Fish  are  plentiful  now  as  far  up  the 
Dee  as  the  Duke  of  Fife's  water  at  Mar  Lodge,  but  no 
anglers  are  forward  beyond  the  Balliter  section  as  yet 
bar  local  men.    On  the  Queen's  water  at  Balmoral  sport 
has  been  very  rife  since  the  season  ocened,  as  many  as  ten 
and  twelve  fish  being  got  some  days".    On  the  Invercauld 
Arms  Ballater  water,  Mr.  Miller  had  ten  fish  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  several  every  day  since,  all  ranging  from  61b.  to 
101b. ;  wh'le  Mr.  Hardy  has  had  one  or  two  every  day  out 
of  same  weights.    Fish  plentiful,  and  sport  improving. 
On  the  Aboyne  Castle  waters,  Capt.  Gordon  landed  two 
fish,  of  7ib.  and  81b.  respectively.    On  the  Huntly  Arms 
section,  Mr.  Berwick  had  one  of  fijlb.  ;  Mr.  Dane  one  of 
161b.  and  one  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Crawshaw,  three,  cf  81b 
91b.,  and  71b.     On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  waters  the 
returns  have  been  good  considering  the  boisterous  weather 
On  Carlogie  water,  Mr.  Haslam  creeled  two,  of  7tth.  and 
241b.    On  the  same  section,  Mr.  Lewis  Haslam  had  ore 
of  Mb. ;  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Kelson,  two  of  91b.  each  ;  and  Rev. 
C.  W.  Nash,  M.A.,  one  of  71b.  On  Des3  water.  Col.  Charles 
Leith  Hay  had  five,  of  61b.,  lUb.,  121b.,  161b.,  and  191b  ■ 
and  Harper,  keeper,  four,  of  81b.,  8ilb.,  91b.,  end  ISilb.' 
On  Kincardine  Lodge  water,  Mr.  E.  H.  Gayton  had  two, 
cf  101b.  and  16ib.  ;  while  Mr.  R.  Barclay  had  two  on  the 
Borrowstone  section,  of  Sib.  and  9Jlb.    On  Ballogie  water, 
Mr.  E.  Drumond  creeled  seven  fish,  scaling  91b  ,  91b.  111b 
121b.,  71b.,  9Jlb.,  and  ISJlb.    On  Woodend  water,  Mr! 
J.  C  .  Deverell  had  two,  tf  OJlb.  and  211b.  ;  and  Mr.  .J.  R. 
Walters  three,  of  61b.,  101b.,  and  151b.,  on  same  section. 
On  the  Sluie,  Colonel  Philpotts  creeled  three,  of  81b., 
8ilb,  and  Kilb.  ;  and  Sir  .John  Gladstone  three,  on  the 
Urp3r  Blaeklall  water,  of  7Ib.,  7ilb.,  and  91b.    On  the 
Blackball  Lower  water,  Mr.  Hay  had  ten  fish  of  average 
weights ;  while  Mr.  Farley,  on  the  Cairnton  section,  has 
met  with  similar  success.     On  the  Inchmarlo  water, 
Mr.    D.   Davidson  creeled  two  on  Monday;   and  Mr. 
Llojd  four  of  average  weights  on  the  Crathes  section. 
On  the  Huntly  Arms  water,  Mr.  Crawshaw  creeled  one 
6Jlb.,  and  cne  8|lb. ;  Mr.  Kemp,  two,  7Jlb.  and  91b.  •  Mr. 
Dane,  two,  101b.  and  lljlb. ;  and  Mr.  Borwick,  one  of  9ilb. 
The  quality  and  weight  of  the  fish  are  of  the  highest  order. 
On  the  lower  sections  of  the  Dee,  sport  has  been  dis- 
appointing.   On  the  Park  water,  Mr.  Geo.  Dai-idson  has 
OLly  four  up  to  date  ;  and  the  same  small  numbar  by  Mr. 
Baud,  on  the  Durris  water— all  about  81b.    On  the  Drum 


water,  Mr.  Perry  had  one  of  81b.  on  Saturday  ;  and  Low, 
keeper,  another  of  the  same  weight;  while  only  two  were 
got  on  the  Culter  and  Blairs  sections.  The  Don  is  yielding 
nothing  to  the  rod,  and  very  poor  returns  even  to  the  nets. 
The  Ithan  and  Ugie  were  opened  for  the  season  on 
1  eb.  25.  The  Deveron  is  yielding  better  result.'.  Mr.  T. 
Speedy,  on  the  Corniehaugh  section,  had  eeveral  kills,  on) 
day  he  had  three,  of  51b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  On  Dess  water, 
Ool.  Charles  Leith  Hay  had  five,  ecalilig  61b.,  111b.,  121b  , 
161b.,  and  191b.  respectively;  and  Harper,  keeper,  four! 
of  81b.,  SJlb.,  9ib.,  and  18ilb.-G.  M. 

Oich.— Mr.  Ackroid  and  party  have  been  getting 
famous  sport  on  the  north  side  of  river  Oich.  Twenty  fish 
have  been  got,  and  all  pretty  fish.  This  has  been  the  best 
opening  for  this  water  for  the  i  ait  number  of  years.  Mr 
Perkins,  fishing  from  the  opening  bank,  has  not  been  to 
successful ;  but,  of  courc-e,  it  is  not  so  easily  fished,  and  he 
was  unfortunate  in  losing  a  good  manv.  Water  in  good 
flood,  and  expscted  to  get  better.— H.  S.  X. 
•  Scotland.— The  opening  diy  for  anglirg 

in  the  Border  rivers  is  Feb.  25.  Quite  a  change  has  come 
over  the  weather  since  last  week.  On  Sunday  and 
Monday  snow  fell.  With  the  sudden  change  to  wintry 
weather  |  the  prospects  are  not  bright  for  the  opening  ■ 
besides,  the  waters  are  getting  lowagiin.  Nothing  has 
been  done  since  the  opening  in  the  lower  Esk,  and  to  the 
Ayrshire  waters  the  same  remark  applies.  Considerable 
concessions  have  been  made  by  the  proprietor  in  the  bwer 
Annan  regarding  the  rules  upon  the  licences.  For 
many  years  past  the  licences  were  so  feccsd  with 
a  number  of  ucnecesjary  bye  -  laws,  that  in  the 
lite  back-end  no  minnow  bait  or  any  lure  was  allowable 
except  fly,  so  that  when  the  water  was  unfishable  for  fly 
and  m  order  for  spinning  bait  anglers  could  not  use  the 
latter  lure.  Visiting  and  local  anglers  considered  this  a 
grievance,  and  strong  repressntations  were  made  to  your 
correspondent  to  endeavoi  r  to  have  the  bye-laws  amended. 
A  few  weeks  ago  a  memorial  was  drawn  up  and  numerously 
signed  by  English  anglers  from  London  and  the  eouth 
as  well  as  the  Midlands.  The  memorial  was  he£d->d  by  a 
member  of  Parliament,  and  after  a  few  names  of  local 
anglershad  beenadded,the  memorial  was  presen'^d  through 
Mr.  Johnstone-Douglas,  Comlongan  Castle  (the  factor), 
who  forwarded  it  to  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the  proprietor.  The 
result  of  the  petition  has  been  entirely  satisfactory,  as  Mr. 
Mackenzie  has  now  taken  away  all  that  was  com'plained 
of,  and  opened  up  the  river  to  spinning  bait  in  the 
autumn  as  well  as  granting  other  concesaions.  To  Mr. 
Johnstone-Douglaa  the  thanks  of  anglers  are  due,  because 
he  made  recommendations  to  the  proprietor  that  the 
prayer  of  the  memorial  should  ba  granted.  The  last 
heavy  flood  appears  to  have  brought  about  a  decided 
cheek  in  the  salmon  disease.  Very  few  are  to  be  seen 
now,  although  the  fungus  is  not  stamped  out  of  the  rivers. 
— Heatherbell. 

Spey.— On  the  opening  day  the  river  was  rather  big  for 
sport  being  good,  but  since  then  matters  have  improved, 
so  that  it  is  now  open  and  in  fairly  gocd  ply,  and  good 
sport  being  enjoyed.  On  the  Carron  House  water,  Mr. 
Grant,  keeper,  had  two  salmon  last  week,  cf  81b.  and 
101b.  ;  while  from  the  Laggan  reach,  Mr.  McKenzie, 
fisherman,  was  sncsessful  in  landing  three,  of  8Ib.,  141b., 
and  151b. ;  and  Mr.  McGowan,  Delnabo,  a  like  number 
weighing  91b.,  121b.,  and  181b,  On  the  Knockando  Hou=e 
water,  Mr.  Shand.  keeper,  kUled  two,  of  101b.  and  181b. 
From  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Munro,  Elgin 
grassed  five,  weighing  7iro.,  7|lb.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  '■ 
Provost  McGowan,  two,  of  51b.  and  7Jlb.  ;  and  Messrs' 
Hen  and  Job,  three,  of  81b.,  91b.,  and  101b.  On  the 
Aberlour  House  water,  two,  of  81b.  and  111b.,  fell  to  the 
rod  of  the  keeper.  The  weather  has  been  too  rough 
lately  for  much  to  be  done  at  the  sea  fishings,  but  on  the 
opening  day  some  splendid  hauls  are  reported  to  have  been 
made  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  stations  near  the 
mouth,  as  many  as  from  thirty  to  fortv  being  got  at  one 
haul.— J.  M. 

Tay.— During  the  last  week  his]  grace  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  fishing  Ballathie,  Mirkleour,  and  part  of  Stobhall 
water,  has  had  fine  sport,  killing  fourteen  fine  fish.  On 
Saturday  his  grace,  on  Stobhall  beat,  killed  four  fish, 
weighing  121b.,  171b.,  221b.,  and  271b.  ;  and  the  Duchess, 
on  Ballahie  beat,  had  two  fish,  the  largest  sealing  261b. 
The  river  is  in  excellent  order,  and  well  stocked  with  new 
run  fish.  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis,  fishing  Stanley  water  on 
Monday,  had  two  salmon — one  a  beauty  221b.,  and  the 
other  161b.  On  the  Whitecraig  Benehill"  water,  on  Satur- 
day, Mr.  Geo.  Pople  had  one  fish,  201b.  The  fly  used  was 
a  Butcher.  On  Thursday,  fishing  Lord  Clanwilliam's 
upper  Delvine  ^^-ater,  Mr.  James  Speed  killed  two  fine 
salmon,  their  weights  being  18Jlb.  and  211b.  respectively. 
Fishing  the  Murthly  Castle  water  on  the  Bima  day,  the 
boatmen  had  one  of  141b. — P.  D.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Wintry  weather  has  at  last  made  its  appearance  on  the 
Borderland,  and  since  my  last  report  we  have  had  several 
falls  of  snow,  although  not  to  any  great  extent.  We  have 
also  had  some  very  sharp  snaps  of  frost,  on  some  occasions 
as  much  as  from  ten  to  twelve  degrees,  while  on  Tuesday 
it  was  below  zero  for  some  time.  Little  angling  of  any 
kind  has  been  indulged  in  lately  in  the  Ke?so  district, 
although  the  livera  have  been  running  in  grand  trim. 
Some  of  the  early  birds,  however,  who  fish  the  Teviot 
with  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe's  permit  ticket,  have  been 
out,  but  only  one,  Mr.  Anthony  McCntcheon,  s.u.,  has 
been  successful  in  killing  a  fish,  the  first  of  the  season,  on 
this  river ;  it  was  a  clean  fish  of  41b.  He  also  had  a  clean 
sea  trout  of  about  the  same  weight,  and  a  yellow  trout  of 
21b.,  all  being  in  first  class  conditicn.  Several  other 
anglers  have  secured  a  ssa  trout  now  and  again,  while  a 
few  have  managed  to  get  a  small  basket  of  common  yeUow 
trout,  but  these  fish  are  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  be  taken, 
being  thin  and  lanky,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  there  had  been 
a  great  many  late  spawning  trout  dtiring  the  season,  what- 
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Eoever  be  the  cause.  My  reports  from  the  upper  stretches 
are  to  the  effect  that  in  the  Galashiels  district^ a  good 
many  baskets  of  trout  Lave  bean  killed,  but  no  o'ea'i  fish 
BO  far.  In  the  Melrose  district  I  believe  that  one  tish  has 
been  killed,  and  on  two  of  the  lower  waters  three  fish  have 
been  killed  altogether.  Particulars,  however,  are  not  yet 
to  hand  regarding  these.  On  the  tributary  streams 
nothing  is  at  present  being  done,  and  this  state  of  matters 
will  remain  so  until  we  have  more  favourable  weather  for 
the  disciple  of  Old  Izaak.— Maxwhekl. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandou  (CO.  Cork).— Salmon  fishing  has  not  been  up 
to  the  average  for  past  week,  owing  chiefly  to  the  lowness 
of  the  water.  The  following  have  had  sport  :  G.  Caul- 
field  Browne,  one,  211b.  ;  A.  J.  Reid.lllb.  ;  Mr.  Mahony, 
lOJlb.  Trout  anglers  have  had  some  good  bags  with  fly.— 
W.  H.WNEs  AND  Son. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork.).— The  virer  is  now  setthng 
down  to  good  fishing  order,  but  salmon  have  not  been 
taking  well,  although  plenty  of  fine  fish  are  showing  on  all 
the  principal  fisheries.  A  good  take  is  not  expected  until 
the  weather  gets  milder.— W.  IIaynes  Axn  Son. 

Bundrowes. — In  the  beginning  of  the  past  week  the 
weather  was  somewhat  settled,  and  anglers  were  looking 
forward  to  having  some  good  sport.  Mr.  J.  Hunter  landed 
a  splendid  fresh  run  salmon,  weisthing  171b.,  on  15th  mst. ; 
Mr.  T.  Feely  took  another,  of  9.b.  On  ICth,  Mr.  J. 
Hunter  also  took  another  fine  fresh  run  sa,lmon  of  _131b. 
A  heavy  fall  of  snow  took  i)!ace  on  21st  and  22nd  inst., 
and  with  hard  frost  at  night,  up  to  time  of  writing,  this 
has  put  a  stop  to  angling  to  a  great  extent  for  the  present-. 
The  hills  in  this  neighbourhood  are  eow  partially  covered 
with  snow. — M.  RcC4An  and  Sons. 

Corrib  (Galway).— Since  the  season  opened  on  the 
1st  inst.  the  Corrib  has  had  a  run  of  ill-luck,  the  water  or 
weather  being  wrong.  The  storm  of  this  week  has  further 
interrupted  the  progress  of  salmon  fishing. — -I .  A.  B._ 

Znny  (Co.  Kerry).— Brown  trout  angling  continues 
pretty  good  on  this  water.  The  best  basket  had  since  last 
report  was  one  of  three  doztn  fish,  creeled  by  Mr.  .J. 
Moriarty,  all  with  the  fly.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork),— Salmon  have  not  been  taking  very 
freely  for  past  week  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water 
and  extreme  cold.  The  following  have  been  successful : 
D.  J.  W.  Edwardes,  101b.;  A.  G.  Goodwin,  91b.,  91b., 
81b.;  S.  Haynes,  111b.,  101b.;  Capt.  Hassall,  Leicester- 
shire Regt.,  111b. ;  J.  O'Brien,  7|lb.,  81b. ;  Mr.  Ned 
Murphy,  5Jlb.,  91b.;  Mr.  John  Gubbins,  241b.,  lUb.;  H, 
Austen,  lllb. ;  J.  MacAuliff,  141b.;  M.  Murphy,  91b., 
10|lb. ;  Col.  Broderick,  lllb.— W.  Hayne.s  and  Son. 

Iiough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  continues  poor.  Only  two  salmon  were  had  since 
last  report — one  by  Col.  Rogers,  and  one  by  Capt.  Taylor. 
Brown  trout  angling  has  commenced,  but  sport  has  also 
baeu  dull.  Spring  salmon  are  coming  up  in  better 
numbers.  Good  sport  is  expected  on  lake  and  river  during 
the  month  of  March  if  the  weather  be  at  all  favourable.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh.. — Despite  the  stormy  weather,  the 
pollan  fishers  were  fairly  successful  in  the  past  week. 
Demand  from  Billingsgate  continues  steady  at  from  18s. 
to  22s.  per  box.  Trout  fishing  opens  on  the  tributaries  of 
the  lough  on  March  1.  At  present  they  are  all  high  and 
swollen  and  out  of  form. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Brown  trout  angling  has  opened  on  tie  above  waters, 
which  comprise  Loughs  Drenane,  Cummeravanig,  Coom- 
catcun,  Coomavoher,  Filealougha,  and  Loughnabricdariig. 
From  the  returns  to  hand  fair  baskets  appear  to  have 
been  had  on  all  these  waters,  notwithstanding  the  early 
stage  of  the  season.  AVeather  favourable  and  waters  in 
good  trim. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).— The  river  was 
in  order  for  a  couple  of  days  in'  the  early  part  of  the 
week.  Dr.  Sutton  Pratt,  of  Rugby,  had  two  fish  and 
several  kelts.  Heavy  snow  showers  have  spoiled  the 
angling  for  the  remainder  of  the  week.  As  I  write  it  is 
coming  into  order  again.  Mr.  Goidoi  has  taken  a  few 
nice  trOut  on  the  lough,  close  to  Mr.  Tom  Clark's  hotel 
Sea  trout  fishing  good  on  the  lower  Moy. — Pat  Heabnes 

Shannon  and  Lough  Dexg  (Killaloe). — The  week 
opened  with  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  and  strong  north-east 
wind,  with  frost  each  night  since,  so  that  anglers  have 
done  very  little  since  Friday  last.  Mrs.  Lister,  who  is  of 
Major  Traherne's  and  Gen.  Mignon's  party,  fishing  my 
preserves  on  Wednesday,  killed  a  springer  of  121b.,  and 
lost  a  thumping  fish  after  one  ran.  Capt.  Twiss,  Birdhill 
House,  killed  this  week,  on  his  Parteen  water,  three  very 
pretty  spring  fish,  221b.,  201b.,  and  101b.  The  water  is 
still  too  high  below  the  bridge,  and  it  is  a  perfect  waste  of 
time,  to  say  nothing  of  the  perishing  one  gets  on  the 
river,  to  wet  a  line  down  there  at  all.  The  Rev.  Mervyn 
Archdall,  Chicester  Park,  Belfast,  who  is  on  a  visit  to  his 
d'stinguished  father,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Killaloe,  at 
Claresford  House,  is  fishing  my  water  this  week. — S.  J 
Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— A  slight  fall  of  snow 
took  place  on  20th  and  21st ;  but  since  then  the  weathe 
has  been  mild,  and  the  snow  quickly  disappeared.  There 
has  been  some  frost  at  night,  but  not  much.  0 
Doonass  the  men  killed  :  17th,  one  salmon,  201b.  ;  19th 
one  salmon,  S.'Ub.  On  the  Parteen  water,  Captain  R 
Twiss  killed:  Uth,  one  salmon,  17ilb.  ;  17th,  two 
salmon,  9|lb.  and  221b.  Amongst  those  out  were  Mr 
Greenhill,  Mr.  John  Enright,  Mr.  Vansittart,  Major 
Hayes-Newington,  and  Messrs.  F.  and  J.  Milburn. — John 
Enright  and  Son. 

Ulster  Rivers.— The  "  cold  snap"  of  the  past  week 
was  pretty  severely  felt  over  the  North  of  Ireland,  an ' 
very  little  was  done  on  the  rivers  this  week,  as  the  snow 
water  put  the  trout  down.  On  the  Bush  a  few  salmon 
were  brought  to  bank.    I  learn  that  an  angling  society 


in  contemplation  for  the  Upper  Bann,  once  a  salmon  river, 
but  not  now,  owing  to  pollution.  Next  Tuesday  the 
following  rivers  open  :  Maine,  Bann,  Moyola,  Ballinderry, 
Blackwater,  Erne,  &o. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville. — Salmon  are  now  coming  up  in  better 
numbers,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out  on  this  stiiotly 
preserved  water.  The  water  is  in  good  angling  order. — 
'X.  J.  I), 


than  IJlb.  in  weight.  Mullet  are  still  on  the  feed,  and  do 
not  show  any  signs  of  taking  off.  It  is  rather  cold, 
however,  for  rod  fishermen,  but  nevertheless  many  are  at 
it  every  day. — William  Heabdee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia.— On  Feb.  21  Messrs.  O'Donoghue,  Sullivan, 
and  O'Shea,  caught,  in  four  hours,  forty  good  pollack- 
heaviest  101b. — and  si?  cod. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
March  4.    Tides  decrease  to  Thursday. 


Yarmouth 


Lowestoft 


Aldeburgh 


Scarborough 


Harwich 


Southend,  Sheer-') 
ness.  and  Leigh  j 

Margate,  Broad-"4 
stairs,  &Hama->- 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  , 


Eastbourne 
Brighton, 


NewhaTen 


Shoreham 


and  j 


Portsmouth  and  \ 
Hayling  Island  J 


Chichester 


Bournemouth . 


Plymouth.. 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed, 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

7,2i; 

a.m. 
8.  5 

8.20 

a.m. 

S.4ii 

9^14 

a.m. 

VA" 

10.18 

a.m. 

11.  0 
U.46 

a.m. 
a" 

a.m. 
1.  8 

1.41 

0  11 

o!27 

0  45 
1.  2 

1  20 
1.40 

2.  3 
2.33 

3.  -8 
3^50 

4  37 
.V23 

6.  5 
6.43 

0  53 
1.10 

1.26 
L44 

2  2 
2^22 

2.46 
3.15 

3.50 
4!  32 

5.19 
6.  5 

6.47 
7.25 

1  4'^ 
1.68 

2  15 
2.33 

2  51 
3^11 

3  34 

4  '.  4 

4.39 
5!21 

G.  8 
0.54 

7  36 
8.14 

3  4 
3!  20 

3  :>7 
3^54 

4  12 

4  33 

4  56 
5.24 

5  58 
0  40 

7.28 
8.17 

9.  0 

9.38 

3  51 
4.  8 

4  25 

4!  43 

5.  2 
5.'24 

5.49 

6  20 

6.57 
7^40 

8  27 
9.13 

9  56 
10.31 

2.53 
3.  9 

3.27 
3.45 

4.  4 
4.15 

4.4s 
5.17 

5.52 

C.33 

7.21 
8.  9 

S.52 
9.29 

2.17 
2.34 

2  62 
3.10 

3.29 
3.51 

4.17 
4.48 

5,24 
G.  4 

6  47 
7.29 

8.  8 
8,41 

1.57 
2.14 

2.32 
2.50 

3.  9 
3.31 

3.57 
4.28 

5.  4 

5.44 

6.27 
7.  9 

7.48 
8.21 

2.25 
2.42 

n.  0 

3.18 

3.37 
3.59 

4.25 
4  56 

5.32 
6.12 

6.55 
7.37 

8.10 
8.49 

2.11 

2.29 

2.46 
3.  5 

3.28 
3.50 

4.19 

4.55 

5.38 
6.2G 

7.18 
8.  6 

8.44 
9.14 

2.42 
2.59 

3.17 
3.35 

3.54 
4  16 

4.42 
5.23 

5.49 
6.29 

7.12 
7.54 

8.33 
9.  6 

2.42 
2.59 

3.18 
3.35 

3.55 
4.1c 

4.43 
5.15 

5.55 
6.38 

7.26 
8.12 

8  52 
9.25 

2.31 
2.48 

3.  5 
3.23 

3.42 
4.  4 

4  32 

5.  5 

5.44 
6.28 

7.13 
7..j7 

.8  37 
9.10 

0.  1 

0,17 

0  34 
0.52 

1.11 

L33 

2.  1 
2.34 

3.13 
3.57 

4.42 
6.26 

G.  6 
6.39 

8.58 
9.23 

9.28 
9.43 

9.50 
10.  IS 

10.45 
11.17 

11.69 

0.43 
1.27 

2.  0 
2.50 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  telegeaph.— Friday,  9.45  a.m. 

Hastings. — Dull ;  moderate  ;  N.  W. 
Ramsgate.— Cloudy ;  moderat3;  N.W. 
Margate.— Fine  ;  choppy;  N.W. 
Folkestone. — Fine;  smooth;  W.N.W, 
DovEE. — Cloudy  ;  smooth  ;  N.W. 
Deal. — Overcast;  smooth;  N.W. 
Hythe. — Dull ;  moderate  ;  W. 


February  27.  — — 

Batttrsea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Marlow. 
Beaufoy  :  Match  at  Broadmeads. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 
Blaokf  riara  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Prize  outing. 
Camden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Clapham  Junction :  Competition  at  Wraysbury. 
Cobden  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
Collingwood :  Match  at  Datchet. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  :  Prize  outing  to  Bourne  End.  . 
Earlsfield :  Match  at  Weybridge. 
Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
Greit  Northern  Brothers  :  Onting  to  Henley. 
Jolly  Butchers  :  Match  at  Egham. 
Lincoln  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Rye  House. 
St.  Alban's  :  Piize  outing. 
Walworth  Waltcnians  :  Prize  competition. 
Wimbledon  Piscatoiials  :  Cup  match. 
February  28. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Visit. 
L'noola :  Benefit  concert. 
Olive  Branch :  Visit. 

Piscatorial  Society:  Paper  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  on 
"  Fishing  in  India." 
March  1. 
Anchor  :  T.R.A.  conceit  and  presentation. 
Covent  Garden  :  Match  at  Twickenham. 
Hoxton  Brothers :  Concert. 
Serapis  :  Lantern  lecture  by  "  Straw  Hat." 
Waggoners  :  Visit. 
March  2. 

B.S.A.S  :  Special  general  meeting. 
Greenwich :  Concert. 


Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  anglers  continue  to  get  good 
sport  on  favourable  dajs.  Sea  angling  does  not  become 
general  here  before  May. — T.  J.  D. 

Castletown. — Pollack  fishers  have  been  out  on 
couple  of  days,  but  sport  has  been  very  poor. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Scarcely  anything  has  been  caught 
upon  the  pier  during  the  past  week  on  account  of  the  dis 
colouration  of  the  water,  caused  by_  the  prevailing  north 
wind.  Several  well  known  anglers,  including  Dr.  Brunton 
and  Messrs.  Garratt,  Linford,  Wickham,  and  Filmer 
fished  for  several  hours  on  Thursday  and  Fiiiay  last,  bat 
only  a  few  pouting  and  very  small  codling  constituted  the 
catch  on  each  day.  Mr.  McFee  tried  boat  fishing  on  the 
20th,  but  only  some  half  dozen  codling  were  caught 
the  largest  scaling  less  than  21b.  Mr.  Linford  had 
codling  of  l|ib.  upon  the  pier  on  this  day  in  addition  to  a 
few  small  pouting.  During  the  last  three  days  several 
rods  have  daily  been  in  evidence,  but  not  one  sizeable  fish 
has  come  to  hand.  The  weather  is  to-day  (23rd)  very 
cold,  with  strong  north  wind,  and  future  prospects  of 
sport  are  not  blight. — J.  Richaedson  (B.S.A.S.). _ 

Seal. — There  has  been  no  fish  taken  worth  mentioning 
owing  to  the  northerly  winds,  and  the  water  now  is  very 
thick,  and  unless  the  wind  changes  round  to  the  westward 
or  calm  weather  for  a  few  days,  there  will  be  nr  prospect 
for  fishing.— Edwd.  Hangee  (B.S.A  S.)  _ 

Dingle. — Angler.s  out  on  Mondiy  did  fairly  well  at 
pollack,  and  better  sport  is  expected  at  those  fish  during 
the  coming  week. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — To-day  (Tuesday)  the  weather  is  mor 
like  winter,  and  we  have  had  a  very  severe  snowstorm,  but 
the  ground  was  too  warm  for  it  to  settle  in  the  town,  but 
in  the  country  and  on  the  moor  there  is  plenty  of  it,  and 
it  will  not  improve  the  fishing  if  we  do  not  get  rid  of  it. 
I  hear  very  good  reports  from  all  the  rivers,  and  a  good 
season  is  anticipated.  We  have  had  a  comparatively  wet 
winter,  and  this  has  been  all  the  batter  for  the  springs. 
The  weather  has  been  rather  rough  for  sea  fishing,  anc 
has  somewhat  damped  the  ardour  for  awhile  of  those  that 
were  thinking  of  getting  their  boats  ready.  Several, 
however,  have  hsen  fishing  for  tlie  bass,  which  are  about 
in  great  quantities  here.   They  are  seldom  taken  more 


March  6.- 

„  6.- 

„  C- 

„  6.- 

„  0.- 

„  0.- 

„  6.- 

„  6.- 

„  6.. 

„  6.- 

„  G.- 

„  6.- 

»  6.- 

„  C- 

9" 

„  12. 

„  13. 

„  13. 

„  14. 

„  14. 

„  18. 

„  18. 

„  20. 

,,  20. 

" 

„  24. 

April  21. 

.,  28. 


-Amicable  Excelsior :  Match  at  Twickenham. 

-Battersea  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Shepperton. 

-Clapham  Strollers  :  Prize  outing. 

-Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match. 

-Duke  of  Suffolk  :  Outing  to  Sunbary. 

-Friendship  :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's, 

-Golden  Barbel  :  Outing. 

-Good  Intent :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 

-Hearts  of  Oak  ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

-Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

-Mi'dniay :  Outing. 

-North  London :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

-Serapis  ;  Outing  to  St.  Neots. 

-Snndial :  Competition. 

-Wenlock :  Match  at  Woking. 

-Bomore  :  Visit. 

-North-East  Brothers :  Concert. 

-Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

-Queen's  Piscatorials  :  A.B.S.  concert, 

-Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

-Lychnobites :  Outing. 

-Bomore  :  Match  at  Slough. 

-Dibdin:  Roving  match. 

—Anchor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 

-Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

— T.A.P.S. :  River  keepers'  dinner. 

-Yarmouth  :  Smoking  concert. 

-Cambridge  Heath  Brothers:  Benefit  concert. 

—Competition  at  St.  Margaret's  in  aid  of  the 

funds  of  the  A.B.S. 
— Gresham  ;  Annual  dinner. 
—Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Smoking  concert. 
—Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  meeting. 
—Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 


^acptts  from  Cltt&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  mus 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
livening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Cl0b 
Eepoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  In  last  week's 
report  I  announced  £2  43.  9d.  from  the  Forest  Gate  A.S. 
donation  bjx.    It  should  hive  been  £2  143.  9d.  —  R. 

Ghurne Y . 

Anglers'  Association  (Southeen  Disteict) 
Visiting  Lisv-.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  at  the  Waggoners  A.S.,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment,  S.E.,  on  Tuesday,  March  1.  I  hope  to  see 
a  goodmuster.- A.  Paintee. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Windsoe  Angling 
Competition. — Committee  Rooms  :  Queen's  Arms,  lA, 
Chapel-street,  Edgware-road.— Will  members  of  above 
committee  please  attend  on  Friday  evening,  March  4,  at 
9.30  p.m.,  to  arrange  for  the  committee's  photogi-aph,  and 
a  twaepstake  outing.— Ben  Abeahams. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. 
—The  concert  on  Feb.  22,  on  behalf  of  our  A.B.  box, 
proved  a  success.  We  had  a  full  muster  of  anglers  and 
friends  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Harris  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
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H.  Ohallen.  The  chairman  spoke  in  high  praise  of  the 
good  the  A  B.S.  was  doing.  We  beg  to  thank  the  pianists 
(Messrs.  PhiUips  and  Wcolf)  for  their  gratuitous  services  • 
the  musical  society;  not  forgetting  the  chairman  and 
vice-chairman— m  fact,  all  who  kindly  assisted  in  producing 
such  a  successful  evening. — Bex  Abkaham'* 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields.  —  Oa  Feb.  20  the 
following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Hoppin,  roach  •'Drew- 
roach ;  and  Black,  perch.  Mr.  J.  Buckland  has  been 
elected  a  workiDg  member.  Received  with  thinks,  3s  (id 
from  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A.S.  for  the  benefit  of 
Mr.  C.  Dyer.  The  list  is  still  open  shouM  any  other 
society  like  to  subscribe.— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Battersea.— Our  next  match  is  fixed  for  March  6 
at  Iwickenham.  I  hope  to  see  all  members  prisent  on 
Wednesday  nest  to  draw  for  punts.  Particulars  of  match, 
see  next  week's  Fi^hhi-:/  Gazette.— J.  E. 

Anchor  and  Hope  AngUng  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road.— On  Wednesday  evaiing  it  was 
decided  that  our  twentieth  annual  dinner  be  held  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Thursday,  April  28  ladies  to 
be  specially  invited  on  that  occasion.  The  next  visit  on 
the  Central  Association  will  be  paid  to  this  society  on 
Monday,  March  14,  when  we  hope  to  receive  a  bumner  — 
F.  W.  Martin.  ^ 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  next  outing  will  be 
on  March  6,  at  Suubury ;  cease  fishing  at  7  p  m  — G  H 
Allen. 

Battersea  Friendly  AngUng  Society.  Queen's 
Hotel,  yneen  s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Feb.  20  Mr 
W.  Thomas  weighed-in  some  good  bream  ;  Mr.  Addison ' 
roach  and  dace.  Members  are  reminded  of  ourpegged-down 
matcli  on  Feb.  27,  at  Great  Marlow ;  train  8  40  from 
Paddington.  Should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  down. 
Mr.  W.  Hersant  was  unanimously  elected  treasurer  — 
A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Clapham 
Junction,  S.W.-At  our  match  at  Shepperton,  owing  to 
the  state  ot  the  water,  the  takes  were  very  poor  only  Mr 
Tnngham  having  sufficient  fish  to  win  a  prize  The 
remaning  prizes  will  be  fished  off  at  Shepperton  ;  only 
to  be  roving ;  to  go  by  the  8.3  from  Clapham  Junction,  and 
return  ^  the  8.5  p.m.  from  Sheppertcn  —T.  Teinoham 

Beanfoy  AngUng  Society,  143,  Upper  Kenning- 
ton-lane,  London,  S.E.-We  fished  a  match  on  Feb.  20  at 
the  Broadmeads,  Woking,  when  the  first  prize  was  taken 
ly  Mr.  Wood,  jnn.,  and  the  second  by  Mr.  C  Powell 
who  weighed-m  seme  nice  fish.  1  he  next  match  will  be 
tished  at  the  Broadmeads,  Woking,  on  Feb.  27  Membeis 
are  rcquettad  to  attend.— John  W.  Sanders 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Bouthwark-street,  S.E.  — Our  match  at  St.  Margaret's 
proved  a  failure,  for  the  second  time,  on  Feb  20  Tha 
pnzes  will  again  be  fished  for  at  same  place  and  same 
conditions.  Mr.  Merrygold  weighed-in  chub  and  roach  ■ 
Mr,  btillman  a  grand  show  of  dace,  largest  lOioz.  Mr 
Foster  also  had  dace.— J.  Foster 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Orown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  On  Feb  20 
Mr.  J.  Windsor  weighed-in  roach,  31b.  4|oz.,  from' the 
Thames,  one  roach  weighing  lib.  G^oz.-T.  Paternoster. 

Bomore  ^gling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  ComwaU- 
road,  Notting  Hil  .-On  Feb.  20  the  following  Weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Cowen,_  jack ;  P.  Harley,  jack,  from  Drayton! 
Members  who  intend  jcimng  cur  sweepstake  ouiiog  on 
March  13  should  attend  on  Tuesday  nextf  from  Langlfy  to 
bloughBasm;  two  rods  allowed;  catch  or  take  own  live 
baits;  all  fish  to  weigh  (except  eels,  pope,  and  minnow). 

Pi^'=^°''  March  7.-H.  Dagworthy. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road 
— Un  t  eb.  16  we  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  ciught  by  Mr 

tJ'^^'  ""'f^'"^  J"**-.  0°  20  we  had  another 

good  6how  of  roach  and  dac9  by  the  same  member 

f  MfV^^°,F°f  P»^es,  given  by  our  worthy  landloid 
(Mr  Goodchild)  for  specimen  jack  and  gross  weight 
t:-  irfu  to  the  present,  specimen  91b.  12oz. ;  gross 
weight  161b.— Hy.  Tame.  ^ 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lington-road,  W.-Result  of  last  outin| :  Mr.  T.  Green- 
slade  won  first  prize  with  roach  and  dace  (largest  dace 
/ioz.).  Another  outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  27  for  three 
prizes.  The  donors  cf  the  prizes  are  Messrs.  T.  Green- 
slado,  T.  Saunders,  and  C.  E.  Eevill.  A  special  general 
meeting  wiU  tike  place  on  March  3,  at  nine  o'clock 
concerning  the  annual  dinner.— P.  Lavington 
Th«  r.^^*T^?  ¥®  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Ihe  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
?n1f.'v°''M -"r  ^w'^2'^  Mr.  EWrthyfsen.,  weighed- 
mJ^  I'r  I  Woodward,  jack  (51b.  heiviest)  On 
ff  w  T®..  ^  "."""^  smoking  concert  for  the  benefit 
ot  U.  Hackett,  one  of  our  members,  who  has  been  out  of 
work  some  time,  and  has  a  large  famOy  to  support,  and 
the  case  is    strongly  recommended  by    the  above — 

r.  tj.  LOFT. 

.J^.*"^*®?  ^ffli^ff  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
imd,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.-Our  concert  on  behalf  of  the 
i.A.P.b.  was  a  success  m  every  way.  We  have  the 
pleasure  of  sending  Mr.  Wade  14s.  as  the  result.  On 
teb.27  we  have  a  roving  match  (Thames  only;  one  rod) 
tor  remaimng  prizes.— E.  BoxALL. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs 
th«  rI/ t  R^r"^*  the  Walhim  Green  A.S.  at 

the  Black  BuU  Fulham-road,  on  Monday  evening  last  was 

Chai7  nnrM^w'^^A''-  ^l^''  ^^-^^  OCCUpicd  the 

chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  was  vice-chairman.  A 
^ood  musical  programme  was  well  sustained,  and  an 
impromptu  collection  m  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  resulted  in 
the  sum  of  lOs  being  subscribed  for  this  most  deserving 
society.    On  the  roll  call,  it  was  found  that  twenty 


societies  were  well  represented.  Next  visit  to  the  Anchor 
and  Hope,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  on  Monday 
March  14.-C.  WatlIxNG. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— We  have  a  prize  outing 
on  March  6  ;  therefore  will  members  please  turn  up  next 
meeting,  to  arrange  place,  &c.  ?  Open  rovin^  for 
aggregate,  on  27th.— S.  Violet. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
On  Feb.  20  the  following  had  f  sh  :  Messrs.  H.  Moore  G 
Jameson,  J.  Willgoss,  H.  Pegg,  A.  BoN\ater,  J.  Thome, 
Wm.  Evans,  &v.  On  Feb.  27  ^^-e  fish  a  competition  at 
Wraysbury  for  four  prizes.  Boundary,  from  Old  Bell 
Weir  Lock  to  Albert  Bridge;  tow-path  only;  jack  and 
gudgacn  barred.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.27; 
return  by  the  8.45  from  Windsor.  Inspection  of  kits  to 
take  place  at  the  Green  Man.  Any  member  losing  the 
first  train,  and  coming  by  the  second,  ivill  be  eligible  to 
fish  in  same  on  reporting  himself  to  one  of  the  committee. 
— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District   United  Visiting 
List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers,  at  the  Robin  Hood,  Southampbon- 
street.  King's  Cross,  on  February  28.    A  good  entertain 
ment  will  be  provided  as  usual. — F.  Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
Feb.  20  the  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  E.  Baxter, 
roach  and  chub ;  T.  Carrington,  roach  ;  G.  Percival,  roach, 
dace,  and  chub ;  W.  Walker,  roach  and  gudgeon ;  A. 
Twyman,  roach  and  gudgeon ;  T.  Collins,  roach  ;  and  A. 
Howland,  roach,  from  Waterleaoh.  On  Feb.  27,  a  roving 
match  at  Bourne  End  ;  go  down  by  the  8.43  from  West- 
bourne  Park;  two  rods;  all  fish  to  weigh;  each  member 
to  catch  his  own  live  bait;  register  fish  not  later  than 
7  o'clock  at  the  Walnut  Tree  Hotel ;  return  by  the  7.42 
from  Bourje  End.— T.  Twyman. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crowa, 
Colhngwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.— On  Feb.  2(1 
Mr.  J.  Green  weighed-in  show  of  dace  (best  lOJoz  ) ; 
J.  Downes,  roach  and  dace;  W.  Beames,  loioh;  and 
W.  Ball,  roach.  The  concert  to  Mr.  Francis,  on  Feb.  22, 
went  off  well.  The  artifitc^  distinguished  themselves 
throughout. — W.  Asn. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.  —  On 
Feb.  20  Mr.  Norris  had  a  fa'r  show  of  roach.  On  March  6 
we  fish  for  prizes  at  Harlow  ;  all  to  start  on  the  morning. 
Our  concert  in  aid  of  the  A. B.S.  will  take  plac3  at  the  club- 
house on  Monday,  March  14.  A  strong  programme  is 
being  arranged,  and  visitors  can  rely  on  an  enjoyable 
evening.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Feb.  20  several  members 
were  out,  but  the  only  gentlemea  who  had  any  luc-k  were 
Messrs.  H.  Poore  and  W.  Thompson,  who  had  some  very 
nice  jack,  roach,  and  dace.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday  rext. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Maran's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Gocd  muster  on  Feb.  20 
but  only  Mr.  G.  An;ell  weighed-in,  jack  (largest,  51b  ). 
Our  last  outing  IS  fixed  for  March  13;  roving  match;  sll 
prizes  for  gross  weights;  all  fish.  Good  meeting  cn 
Wednesday.  Wanted,  address  of  member  who  has 
borrowed  the  piano. — W.  Brock. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  HoUoway-road,  N.  —  S.'nee  last  report  several 
members  have  had  good  shows  of  fish.  Our  first  outing 
at  Windsor  was  very  successful,  Messrs.  Menage  and 
DriscoU  being  winners  of  two  silver  medals  (with  chub 
and  peich).  The  second  outing  takes  plice  on  Feb.  27,  at 
Bourne  End. — A.  Clayton. 

A  .P^^®  ?^  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  ApoUo, 
All  Saints  -road,  Westbourne  Park.— One  of  our  members 
(Mr.  Stainsbury)  took  a  pike  going  clos3  on  111b.  Mr.  H. 
Brock  had  a  good  show  of  roach,  81b.  8Joz.  On  March  6 
our  last  ma'c'a  of  the  season  takes  place.  All  members 
are  requested  to  attend  on  next  Wednesday,  March  2  — 
W.  Jenkin.s. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-road, 
Tottenham.— On  Feb.  17  Messrs.  Xick  and  Dumbleton 
had  a  nice  show  of  jack  from  the  Lea,  taking  seven  fish 
between  them.  Messrs.  Reed,  Baynton,  and  Dyer  have 
also  been  out.  A  cDmmittee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday  next,  March  2,  at  9  p.m.— W.  S.  Pric  e 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— The  outing  on  Feb.  20  resulted  in  a 
tlink,  no  fish  being  weighed-in,  although  a  number  of 
jack  were  hooked.  We  have  arranged  another  prize 
outing  to  Weybridge  on  Feb.  27  for  four  valuable  prizes, 
including  gold  and  silver  scarf  pins,  box  of  cigars,  and 
landing  net  and  handle.  A  gcoi  muster  is  expected.  AU 
fish  to  weigh.  Train,  from  Clapham  Junction,  8.40  a  m. 
retarmng  from  Weybridge  8.25  p.m.— A.  Teaqdair. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  Stout  Stores,  Iron- 
monger-row, St.  Luke's.— Our  next  outing  will  be  on 
March  6  at  St.  Margaret's,  for  four  prizes ;  to  go  by  first 
train ;  hoping  sll  will  turn  up.— J.  Levien. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwm-road,  Forest  Gate.— On  Feb.  19  Mr.  Willett 
weighed-in  jack.  On  the  20tb,  Mr.  H.  Crceke,  roach  ;  and 
Mr.  Head,  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  a  fine  show  of  jack, 
weigbiDg  251b.  The  smallest  jack  (a  fish  of  31b.)  had 
inside  it  a  roach,  partly  digested,  weighing  lloz.— C.  S.  C. 

Ctolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
Feb.  20  Messrs.  Fowler,  James,  Chapman,  and  Verity 
weighed-in.  The  outing  on  the  22nd  was  very  successful, 
notwithstanding  the  weather.  Mr.  Ellins  was  first  with 
a  nice  show  of  fish,  consisting  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  a 
barbel,  the  total  weight  being  16Jlb. ;  Mr.  Glaister, 
second,  with  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames  ;  and  Mr. 
Bourlet,  third,  with  roach  and  dace,  also  from  the 


Thames.  Mr.  King  took  the  prize  for  the  largest  roach 
with  one  of  lib.  4,toz.  lie  had  three  others,  all  about  the 
same  weight,  and  four  jack,  which  did  not  count  for  the 
prizes.  I  hope  to  see  members  attend  on  Tuesday  next  in 
force,  to  enter  for  the  outing  on  March  (>.  —  J.  G. 
Lawford. 

Good    Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 

Church-street,  Shoreditch.  —  Messrs.  Maybury  and 
Thompson  brought  ia  a  good  show  of  roach  on  Feb.  20  ; 
Mr.  Ovenden  had  perch.  The  members  will  fish  for  prizes 
on  March  6  at  Pangbourne.  A  saloon  carriage  will  be 
provided.  On  Feb.  22  our  annual  supper  took  place,  when 
eighty-four  members  and  fric-nds  sat  down  to  a  capital 
repast,  provided  by  Mr.  Goodnot,  of  South  Hackney,  and 
which  gave  every  satisfaction.  After  tkj  cloth  was 
removed,  our  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  gave  the  toast  of 
The  Good  Intent  Angling  Society,"  responded  to  by 
the  secretary.  The  c'aairman  then  gave  "The  Anglers' 
Association  ai:d  the  Angleis'  Benevolent  Society," 
responded  to  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett.  Then  came  a  very 
pleasing  duty  for  the  secretary  to  perform,  which  was  to 
present  Mr.  R.  J.  Foxall  (lite  of  the  Rose  and  Crown, 
St.  Margaret's)  with  a  very  handsome  illuminated  address 
for  the  kind  manner  he  has  always  treated  the  membeis  of 
our  society  ;  after  which  the  chairman  and  vice-c'aairman's 
(Mr.  W.Hall)  healths  were  drunk  most  heartily.  Harmony 
then_ reigned  supreme  till  3  o'clojk,  and  a  most  pleasant 
evening  was  spent. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Northei  n  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Peatonville.  —  On 
Feb.  20  we  had  a  few  nice  fish  weighed-in:  (J.  Watling, 
roach  (one fish,  lib.  7Joz  ) ;  J.  Oiborne,  roach  ;  C.  Holmes, 
dace;  J.  A.  Fitch,  brace  of  jack.  On  Feb.  27  we  have  a 
special  prize  cjmpetition  to  Henley.  The  next  viiit  to  the 
above  takes  place  on  Feb.  28.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— The  three  piizes  taken  in  our 
pegged-down  match  were  won  in  the  following  order  • 
Messrs.  A.  Bagshaw,  Jeffries,  and  H.  Bsgsbaw.  Mr. 
Rugg  has  been  elected  a  member.  We  tish  for  the 
remaioing  prizes  at  the  ;ame  boundary  as  last  match  at 
Ware,  on  Feb.  27  ;  start  fishing  at  10  o'clock,  and  leave  off 
at  5. .30,  and  ihow  tish  on  Ware  Bridge  at  li.lS.— C  Smith 
Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upptr 
Tollington-road,  Holloway.— On  Wednesday  evening  last 
Mr.  J.  B.  Close's  carefully  thought-out  paper,  on  ""How 
Can  the  Waters  of  our  Public  Parks  be  Best  Utilised 
for  the  Benefit  of  Anglers?  "  was  very  well  receive!, 
and,  in  the  discussion  wLish  followed,  the  impresiion 
seemed  to  be  that  the  L.C.C.  should  bs  approached 
with  a  view  of  using  the  various  lakes  as  hxtcheries  and 
rearing  ponds,  the  tish  to  be  periodically  transferred  to 
the  two  Metropolitan  rivers  for  re-stocking  purposes 
This  scheme  is  worthy  of  consideration,  as  it  is  evident 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  angle  in  the  parks. 
During  the  week  the  following  have  weighed-in  :  T.  A. 
Shaw,  two  chub  and  two  dace,  61b. ;  W.  D.  Hall,  one 
chub,  31b.  lOoz.  ;  G.  H.  Rutherford,  four  chub,  "lb.  9oz. ; 
J.  Parsons,  roach,  81b.  9oz. ;  and  G.  Parjons,  oae  roach' 
lib.  8oz.— E.  W.  • 
Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.— On  Feb.  20  the 
following  weighed-in:  Me.ssrs.  F.  Newton,  roach;  J. 
Wiltshire,  roach  ;  J.  Huntley,  jack  ;  T.  Sowerbutts,  jack  • 
H.  Bailey,  jack.  S.  Gillett  and  W.  Smith  won  two 
special  prizes  with  perch,  from  Ware.  The  third  Bohemian 
concert  is  arranged  for  Tuesday  next,  March  1.  Chairman, 
Mr.  G.  B.  Shipton,  Sturt  Arms,  New  North-road;  vice' 
F.  Newton.  The  company  of  membtrj  and  friends  will  le 
esteemed  a  favour. — Johnny. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — The  members 
will  compete  for  three  special  piizes  on  March  6,  com- ' 
p2titors  bemg  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishicg  waters  • 
private  waters  barred.  There  are  also  three  specials  to  be 
fished  for  on  Wednesday,  March  9  ;  same  conditions  as  on 
March  (J.— H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— We  tish  our 
next  match  at  Egham  on  Feb.  27  ;  usual  conditions ;  two 
rods  allowed;  no  live  la't  to  betaken  down;  all  fish  to 
weigh.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday 
next  to  arrange  next  prize  outing. — G.  Edwards. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Wir. 
chester-street,  Pentonville,  N.— On  Feb.  20  Messr?, 
Biggs,  Cook,  and  White  weigh'd-in  roEc'a  and  dace.  On 
Feb.  27  we  tish  at  Windsor  for  several  good  prizes.  All  to 
start  from  Paddington  by  the  nine  o'c'.ock  train  on  the 
morning;  return  by  8  5  from  Windsor.  Conditions: 
roving  ;  two  rods  allowed.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  cf 
members  at  Mr.  Masly's  benefit  on  Mond;iy  next.  Tickets 
can  be  obtained  at  the  club. — W.  Watli.vg. 

LiverpoolAngling  Association.— A  great  change 
in  the  weather  has  taken  place— cold  winds,  snow,  and 
severe  frcst  having  taken  the  place  of  ths  abnormally 
mild  atmosphere  we  have  had  for  some  weeks— and  angling 
has  in  consequence  been  knocked  oat  completjly.  As 
usual,  at  this  time  of  year,  there  Lave  come  from  Lough 
Neagh,  Ire'and,  a  considerable  quantity  cf  jick  and  pike, 
perch,  bream,  and  roach,  obtained  whilst  netting  for 
pollan.  Theyare  sold  at  2J.  t343.  per  lb.,  and  the  Jewish 
people  seem  to  go  in  for  them  largely.  Messrs.  Andersen 
Brothers,  Wholesale  Fish  Market,  had  a  141b.  American 
bass  for  sale  ;  and  Messrs.  Duncan  and  Sons  a  sturgeon  of 
561b.  Salmon  are  scarce,  but  there  is  a  gocd  supply  of 
fine  trout.  For  some  time  past  I  have  been  urging  on 
the  water  committee  here  to  stock  the  Withnell  Reser- 
voirs with  two-year-old  trout,  to  place  some  fishing  punts 
on  the  watsr,  and  to  erect  a  trout  hatchery  to  kesp  up  the 
stock.  I  am  now  informed  by  the  town  clerk  and  the 
water  engineer  that  1000  two-year-old  trout  are  on  order 
from  Howietoun,  that  a  hatchery  has  been  erected,  and  thst 
the  committee  are  considering  the  question  of  supplying 
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a  limited  number  of  fisliing  punts.  My  object  of  making 
these  reservoirs  as  good  as  Lake  Vyrnwy  for  angliDg 
appears  now  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  being  accompbsbed, 
and  Liverpool  anglers  will  be  enabled  to  pass  a  holiday 
withia  a  reasoiable  distance  of  home  with  their  fishing 
rods,  and  have  an  excellent  chance  of  bringing  back  a  few 
nice  trout,  besides  enjojiog  a  visit  to  thesa  extensive  and 
interesting  sheets  of  water,  with  their  attractive  sur- 
roundings and  pleasant  scenery,  and  at  a  comparatively 
small  expenditure  as  compared  with  Lake  Vjrnwy  and 
similar  waters.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

SXaldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
L'on,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— Mr.  H.  Gower  secured 
a  01b'  pike  from  Hoe  Milh  on  Feb.  18  ;  and  F.  Keen,  one 
of  41b.  on  Feb.  19,  from  the  Largford  waters ;  Mr.  A. 
Eavery,  one  of  CJlb.,  on  the  20th,  trom  Heybridge.  Mr. 
Sandiland  had  some  good  roach  on  the  20th  from  the 
preserved  waters  at  Langford,  seveial  over  lib.  each.  We 
have  a  smoking  concert  on  Feb.  26,  at  the  White  Hart, 
Maldon  Bridge,  when  a  gcod  programme  will  be  gone 
through,  and  it  is  intended  tj  give  prizes  forthe  best  takes 
of  fish  on  that  day,  alsi  for  the  following  day,  Feb.  27. 
London  aiglers  and  friend)  please  endeavour  to  make  the 
evening  a  succsssful  one. — L.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild 
may  Park.  IS!  .—Our  outing,  originally  fixed  for  the  27th 
iiut.,  has  been  postponed  U  week;  all  details  to  be  arranged 
at  next  Tuesday's  meeting.  I  should  be  glad  if  members 
will  make  an  effort  ta  attend  this  meeting,  as  we  have  some 
important  and  pressing  business  to  settle.  We  elected 
another  member  this  week.— A.  E.  Henpon. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street.  Bethnal  Green.— On  Feb.  2. 
we  have  an  outing ;  boundary  from  St.  Margaret's  Bridge 
to  Ryehouse  Bridge  ;  fish  to  be  shown  at  six  o'clock 
sharp;  train,  9.13  Bethnal  Green.  March  7,  concert 
A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
HoUoway-road.— On  Feb.  20  the  members  fished  for  five 
prizes,  roving,  only  two  being  won,  as  follows:  Mr. 
Adams,  roach ;  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  dace.  Messrs.  G.  Hayes 
weighed-in  perch  ;  and  H.  Stretch,  bream  (heaviest 
31b.  S\o7..).  The  prizes  left  over  will  be  competed  for  on 
March  6,  with  others  added ;  conditions  to  be  arranged 
next  meeting  night.— H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Feb.  20  Mr.  J. 
Merrick  weighed-in  61b.  4oz.  roach  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Moreton, 
one  jack.  We  have  one  prize  still  left,  to  be  fished  for  on 
Feb.  27.  Our  annual  supper  on  the  22nd  was  not  so  well 
supported  as  usual,  but  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent, 
and  our  prize  list  for  the  coming  season  was  well  supported 
(twenty-seven  prizes  being  promised),  among  them  Mr. 
Pitt,  of  the  Railway  Hotel,  St.  Margaret's,  three  guineas 
and  a  silver  cup,  the  cup  to  be  club  property  for  two  years, 
and  then  to  be  handed  to  the  winner.— E.  Beockett. 

FhoBnix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— On  Feb.  20  we  had  a  good  show  of  jack, 
bream,  roach,  and  dace  by  Messrs.  Hedges,  Tayler, 
Bouffler,  and  Oarr.  Our  new  member  weiglied-ia  a  jack, 
71b.  8oz.— R.  C. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel 
street,  Edgware-road.— Oq  Feb.  20  we  had  a  pnor  show 
cf  fish,  when  only  the  following  weighed-in:  C.  Brett, 
roach  and  dace;  Geo.  Keene,  reach  and  perch;  and  G. 
Winsby,  chub  (one  a  fine  fish  of  31b.  4oz.).— Geo.  Keene. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Harcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street.— We  had  a  nice  show  of  jack  on 
Feb.  20,  one  member  weighing-in  seven;  also  chub  and 
roach.  Not  so  bad  considering  the  terrible  weather  we 
had.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Koyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen  s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  Feb.  20  only  one  member 
weighed-in,  viz.,  Mr.  Webber,  who  showed  a  nice  tray 
of  pike  and  roach.  At  our  last  meeting  we  made  Mr. 
J.  T.  C.  Burrell  a  member.  A  committee  meeting  is 
called  for  Wednesday,  March  2,  to  arrange  all  business 
respecting  the  last  outing  of  the  season,  when  I  hope 
to  see  all  the  committee  and  memlers  in  their  respective 
places.— J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Prince's-road,  Lambeth.— Our  roving  competition  for 
seven  piizes  takes  place  on  Ftb.  27.  No  member  to 
leave  before  the  morning  of  that  date.  On  the  20th  no 
fish  were  weighed-in.  Will  members  please  attend  on 
Feb.  27.— H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— We  had  a  nice  show  of 
loich,  jack,  and  bream  on  Feb.  20  by  Messrs.  Johnson, 
Warren,  and  Musgrave.  Members  are  reminded  that 
Feb.  27  is  the  last  day  for  the  February  competition.— F 
Thorling. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Hart  Hotel, 
High-street,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— 1  bag  to  remind 
members  and  fii;nds  who  intend  bsing  present  at  the 
illustrated  reading  by  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  ("Straw  Hat"), 
entitled  "The  Thames,"  on  Tuesday  next,  March  1,  to 
be  followed  by  a  smoking  concert,  that  they  should  come 
early.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  7.45  sharp  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Jardine,  president,  supported  by  Mr.  E.  Ridgway  and 
many  others  well  known  in  the  angling  world.  The  club 
intend  having  an  outing  at  St.  Neot's  on  March  6 ;  full 
pirticulars  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday  next.- Chas. 
Tilbury. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-scjuare,  W.— At  our  outing 
to  Shiplake  the  prizes  were  taken  in  the  following 
order:  Messrs.  Roach,  with  roach  (31b.  13oz.),  James 
Pelrie,  roach  (lib.  12oz.) ;  C.  Smith,  sen.,  roach  (12oz.), 
B.  Smith,  ('.  Henson,  R.  Spencer,  jun.,  C.  Well,  North, 
Stanton,  C.  Smith,  jun.,  H.  Bljtb.  On  Feb.  20  Mr. 
Roach  weighed-in  41b.  lloz.  roach ;  Mr.  Petrie,  41b,  14oz, ; 
and  Mr.  B.  Smith,  roach  and  dace,— W.  Aldis. 


Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  Feb.  20  Mr.  Fletcher 
bad  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  (about  121b.).  Mr. 
Smith  also  had  some  nice  roach.  Tuesday  next  being 
quarterly  night  (election  of  officers,  &c,),  a  good  muster  is 
requested.— Pelican. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney.— On  Feb.  20  the  following  weighed-in: 
Mr.  Bouds,  jack  and  roach;  and  Mr.  Morgan,  roach. 
Others  had  fish,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh-iu.  Will 
secretaries  forward  unsold  tickets  for  Mr.  Smith's 
benefit?— W.  Woodford. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — We  fished  foi 
the  Woking  competition  prizes  on  Feb.  20.  Mr.  A 
Stevens,  first,  with  a  chub  of  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  C.  Ravenhill, 
second,  roach;  Mr.  H.  Holt,  third,  roach.  We  hold 
another  competition  on  March  6 ;  name  of  place  and 
conditions  to  be  arranged  next  Tuesday.  Honorary 
members  have  a  special  opportunity  offered  them  in  this 
competition,  as  Mr.  H.  Burnham  offers  a  prize  of  lOj.  6d. 
to  each  one  who  catches  a  fish.  We  have  also  upwards  of 
£10  in  prizes  for  the  same  outing.  I  hope  all  intending 
competitors  will  put  in  an  appearance  next  meeting  night 
to  settle  this  and  other  important  business. — G.Jennings. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Feb.  20  our  competition  proved  a  great  success,  the  priz?8 
being  taken  in  the  following  order  :  First,  Austin,  reach  ; 
second,  A.  Cook,  roach ;  third,  W.  Davis,  roach  and 
dace  ;  fourth,  J.  Toothill,  roach ;  fifth,  F.  Stocker,  roach 
— T.  Austin. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment.— Some  of  ours  were  out  on  Feb.  20,  but 
only  one  weighed-in— Mr.  Allan,  jack.  We  take  a  visit 
on  the  S.L.U.V.L.  and  the  A.A.V.L.  on  Tuesday  next, 
March  1,  when  I  hope  we  shall  be  well  supported.  These 
clubs  who  have  not  received  notice  please  accept  this 
invitation.    Visitors  cordially  invited. — H.  C. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— On  Feb.  20 
Mr.  Ford  captured  a  nice  jack,  Olb.  12^oz. ;  Mr.  Manhall 
had  a  fair  show  of  roach. — H.  W. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
An  open  competition  is  arranged  for  Feb.  27  for  two  prizes. 
Messrs.  Piolaine  and  Brunker  were  first  and  second 
respectively  in  last  competition  with  nice  shows  of  perch. 
— W.  Wray. 

Wenlocb  Angling  Society,  Roydon  Arms,  New 
North-road.— On  Feb.  20  the  following  weighed-in  some 
nice  takes  of  jick,  bream,  roach,  and  dace:  Messrs. 
Mercsr,  Harden,  Maples,  Richards,  and  G.  Styman.  Our 
last  visit  was  a  great  succass.  We  had  a  grand  roomful 
of  anglers,  and  a  host  of  talent.  Our  next  match  takes 
place  at  Woking  on  March  6.— W.  Harden. 

Woolwich  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — Several  members 
have  been  out,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  P. 
Cresswell,  chub,  31b.  13oz. ;  J.  R.  Howcraft  (three 
outings),  jack,  G51b.  14oz.  (largest  fish,  12flb.) ;  P.  Irgram 
(two  outings),  roach,  241b.  6oz. ;  W.  G.  Northam  (two 
outings),  jack,  5lb.  9|oz  ,  roach,  1.31b. ;  W.  A.  Jeffs,  jick, 
101b.  lOJoz.  ;  W.  Brinton,  jack,  131b.  SJoz.  (largest, 
51b.  lOJoz.) ;  and  W.  Davis,  chub,  41b.  7oz.— P.  Smith 


year's  work  could  be  submitted.  The  society  had  made 
rapid  strides  lately,  and  he  thought  it  was  high  time 
such  a  meeting  was  held ;  an  opinion  which  was  also 
shared  by  the  chairman  of  the  evening. 

Hon.  Reporter, 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  H.  Harden  presided  at  Monday's  meeting  of  this 
society.    A  fine  preserved  specimen  of  that  extiaordinary 
mammal,  the  duck-billed  Platypus,  was  brought  up  by  Mr. 
Horace  H.  Brown  for  the  edification  of  the  members. 
This  queer  looking  customer  hailed  from  Woolloomooloo, 
and  was  of  a  most  heterogeneous  structure,  having,  as 
Mr.  Horace  Brown  explained,  the  fur  of  an  otter,  the  tail 
of  a  beaver,  the  feet  of  a  duck,  the  bill  of  a  duck,  the 
inside  of  a  snake,  and  last,  but  not  least,  was  given  to 
laying  eggs  !    The  curator  of  the  cociety.  Dr.  Pattereon, 
was  unable  to  give  any  special  information  on  the  funny 
creature,  but  it  was  carefully  examined  by  many  present, 
and  appeared  to  afford  an  endless  amount  of  interest.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  reported  that  M:-.  Dane  had  forwarded 
ten  volumes  of  fishing  works  by  the  best  writers  on 
angling  topics  forthe  library,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  the  donor  for  his  kindness  and  consideration. 
But  few  members  related  their  fishing  experiences.  Mr. 
Bradford  mentioned  that  he]  had  tried  Pangbourne  on 
Saturday,  and  took  two  pike,  the  largest  just  over  51b. 
The  day  was  a  bad  one  for  angling  ;  it  hailed  and  rained, 
blew   and    "snew."     Mr.   Fletcher,    too,  had  braved 
the    elements     at    Shiplake,    and   in    the   course  of 
the    day    had    everything   in    the    way    of  weather, 
except  a  thunderstorm— to  wit,  frost,  snow,  rain,  hail, 
sunshine,  wind,  and  calm— but  despite  these  drawbacks 
he  managed  to  take  a  nice  lot  of  roach.    Mr.  Cormac 
O'Dowd  was  at  Datchet  on  Monday.    He  found  the  water 
high,  and  rising  rapidly.    It  was  getting,  too,  quickly 
coloured.    Among  the  chub  he  could  do  nothing,  but  he 
succeeded  in  creeling  four  or  five  dozen  roach,  none, 
however,  of  any  size.    The  chairman  had  a  word  to  say 
about  the  silmon  fishing  at  Ringwood.    He  stated  that  ia 
the  early  days  of  the  salmon  season  Ringwood  was  about 
the  only  place  southern  anglers,  with  limited  time  at 
command,  could  go  to.    Up  to  the  present  the  liver  there 
had  been  open  seventeen  days  (Sundays  excepted),  and  on 
the  hotel  side  of  the  water  only  two  fish  had  been  caught, 
both  by  Mr.  Moran,  the  larger  one  (291b.  in  weight) 
having  been  lauded  on  Fridiy  last.    A  solitary  fish  had 
been  creeled  on  Mr.  Turner  Turner's  water,  of  191b., 
making  three  fish  in  all,  so  far.    The  water  was  now 
(Monday)  dead  low.    Still,  the  fish  were  there,  and  the 
lowness  was  not  really  against  sport,  as  the  fish  took 
better  when  the  water  was  somewhat  reduced  in  volume 
than  when  it  was  high— at  least,  such  was  the  information 
imparted  to  the  speaker.    There  had  been  an  average  of 
some  ten  rods  a  day  on  the  water  since  the  opening,  or, 
say,  in  the  seventeen  days,  170  rods  ;  and  the  fact  that  not 
more  than  three  fish  had  bceu  secured  went  to  bear  out 
the  general  opinion  that  April  was  the  best  month  to  visit 
Ringwood. 

The  usual  toasts  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close.  A 
full  gathering  is  anticipated  next  Monday,  the  28th  inst., 
when  Mr.  Marston  reads  his  eagerly  looked  forward  to 
paper  on  "  Mahseer  and  Other  Fishing  in  India." 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  WELL  attended  meeting  of  delegates  to  the  London 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  Monday  night  at  the 
Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  (vice- 
president)  in  the  chair.    The  only  business  of  importance 
before   the  meeting  was  that  relating  to  sea  fishing 
privilege  tickets,  and  during  the  evening  Mr.  J.  B.  Close 
(Gresham  Angling  Society)  read  a  paragraph  in  last 
week's  Sportsman  bearing  upon  the  same,  remarking 
that  it  entirely  met  his  views  on  the  subject.  Proceeding, 
Mr.  Close  referred  to  the  association's  previous  efforts 
to  obtain  cheap  railway  tickets  for  sea  fishing  purposes, 
15ointing   out    that,  whereas  a  few  years  ago  a  man 
was  laughed  at  if  seen  fishing  with  a  rod  in  the  sea, 
the   sport    had  since  grown  by  leaps  and  bounds  in 
the  public  favour,  and  he  thought  that,  as  several  of  the 
companies  had  now  made  concessions  totheBii^ish  Sea 
Anglers'  Scclety,  they  would  very  probably,  if  applied 
to,  grant  the  same  privileges  to  that  association.  He 
concluded  by  moving  a  resolution,   seconded  by  Mr. 
Rowles,  North  Lambeth  A.S.,  and  carried  unanimously, 
to  the  effect  that,  in  view  of  the  great  popularity  of  sea 
angling,  the  L.C.  &  D.R.,  the  S.E.R.,  and  the  L.B.  & 
S.C.R.  be  approached  with  reference  to  issuing  sea 
fishing  tickets  to  members  of  tlat  association  to  Deal, 
Dover,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Newhaven,  and  Brighton 
respectively  from  Oct.  1  to  March  31  in  each  season. 
A  letter  was  also  read  from  the  Clapton  Park  Ar^'.ing 
Club    Homerton,   hoping  that  the  association  would 
continue  its  efforts  to  secure  concessions  for  anglers 
going  sea  fishing.     The  chairman  stated  thxt  the  com- 
mittee had  had  the  matter  under  their  consideration 
for  some  time,  and  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  the  secretary,  who 
had  interviewed  several  high  railway  officials  lately, 
stated  that,  as  regarded  one  company,  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  eventually  the  result  would  hi 
most  satisfactory  for  the  association,  a  statement  which 
was  received  with  much  applause.    Some  club  matters 
having  been  disposed  of,  the  visiting  oflicers  made  their 
reports  Mr.  Harris  (Western  District)  stating  that  at  the 
Cobden  Club's  visit  £11  5s.  had  been  found  ru  their 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  collecting  box.    In  con- 
nection with  the  latter  society,  Mr.  Close  stated  that  he 
should  (at  the  next  delegate  meeting  of  the  association) 
propose  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  an  annual  meeting 
be  held,  open  to  all  subscribers,  when  a  report  of  the 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  meeting  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Mark  Davies 
occupied  the  chair.  Two  gentlemen  were  proposed  for 
membership.  A  quantity  of  routine  business  was  disposed 
of.  The  following  gentlemen  reported  having  taken  fish 
siiice  list  meeting:  Mr.  Rabbit,  roach  from  the  Ouse; 
Mr  Young,  roach  from  the  Blackwater,  at  Kelvedon  ; 
Mr.  Jaques,  roach  from  the  Ivel.  The  report  froru  our 
delegate  on  the  Anglers'  Association  was  harided  in. 
Several  topics  of  an  interesting  nature  were  then  discussed. 
Members  are  reminded  that  early  application  should  be 
made  for  tickets  for  the  annual  dinner  on  March  22  next, 
when  Sir  George  Brown,  C.B.,  will  preside,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  every  member  will  endeavour  to  attend.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Alex.  Wright. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  meeting  on  Feb.  23  (Mr.  G.  Read 
Clarke  in  the  chair),  Mr.  Simmons  reported  that  at 
Broadstairs  there  is  some  baautiful  fishing  off  Kingsgate 
Castle,  cod  being  caught  there  in  large  numbers  last  week. 
He  was  unable  to  make  any  arrangements  of  a  satisfactory 
nature  with  regard  to  boats.  The  secretary  reported  that 
he  had  written  to  nineteen  agents  with  reference  to  the 
revision  of  the  tariff,  and  to  six  new  people,  upon  which 
he  would  report  at  next  meeting.  Mr.  JIcFee  went  to 
Deal  on  Feb.  19  and  20,  and  reported  bad  sport,  only 
landing  about  half  a  dozen  codling,  the  largest  being 
about  21b.  Mr.  Parker  reported  that  he  had  been  on  the 
extension  at  Southend,  and  made  some  observations  with 
reference  thereto ;  also  spoke  with  reference  to  the  tides 
appearing  in  the  weekly  press,  and  thought  they  might  be 
reported  with  greater  accuracy,  and  considered  that  to 
some  extent  they  were  rather  misleading,  as  he  considered 
that  everything  depended  upon  the  tide.  The  hon. 
secretary  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  members  the 
deep  s( a  prawn,  of  which  he  produced  a  spacimen.  Mr. 
Minchen  submitted  that  it  was  not  a  prawn,  but  a  Norway 
lobster.  Mr.  Hussey  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  Duhlin 
prawn,  which  fact  was  admitted  by  Mr.  Minchen.  Mr. 
Hussey  stated  that  numbers  had  recently  been  caught  on 
the  east  coast.  Dr.  Patterson  also  produced  a  sprat  and  a 
small  herring  which  had  been  steeped  in  a  weak  solution 
of  formalin,  and  explained  to  the  members  how  to  dis- 
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tiDguish  the  difference  between  a  sprat  and  a  herring.  He 
also  produced  four  specimena  of  the  genuine  yawling, 
given  to  him  by  Mr.  Hussey,  and  pronounced  one  to  be 
a  hernng,  Iwj  were  sprats,  and  one  he  was  dubious  about. 
Mr.  Hussey  spoke  on  the  subject,  and  said  that  the  local 
fishermen,  with  one  exception,  were  still  of  opinion  that 
the  yawhng  was  a  distinct  species.  For  preservation  of 
small  specimens,  it  was  suggested  that  a  teaspoonful  of 
formalm  to  a  pmt  of  water,  or  more  proportionately,  might 
be  put  luto  a  pickle  bottle  with  some  sea  water  (cr  pre- 
ferably, fresh),  and  then  the  fish  might  be  sent  to  the  hon. 
secretary,  at  11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  when  he  would  be 
pleased  to  examine  them  and  dilate  upon  them  before  the 
society.  It  was  requested  that  members  should  send  in 
any  information  which  they  had  about  fishing  stations, 
and,  if  possible,  particulars  about  tariffs  obtainable. 
Members  are  reminded  that  the  special  general  meeting 
will  take  plice  nest  Wednesday,  March  2. 

Charles  S.  Patterson-,  Hon.  Sec.-(pro  tern.). 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM  FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION,  WESTMINSTER. 
Ox  March  8  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  will  open  at  the 
Kojal  Aquanum,  and  the  whole  of  the  tanks  on  the  south 
side  of  the  building  wiU  be  filled  with  Salmonidx  and 
coarse  fi^h.    There  have  already  arrived  : 
Arcade  Range. 

1.  T(vo-year-oId  trout  (S.  r«,-)o). 

2.  Yearling  trout  (S.  fario). 

3.  Three  ■  year  -  old  cross-bred  trout  (S.  farw  and 

Levenensis), 
Two-year-old  rainbow  trout  (S.  !rideui<). 

4.  Yearling  rainbow  trout  (5'.  irideus). 

Promenade  Range. 

5.  In  preparation. 

6.  Barbel  {Ba>-b>.is  vulgaris). 
Pike  {Esov  htcius). 

7.  Roach  {LeiiciiCHS  rutilus). 

8.  Chnh  {Cypriniii  cephalus). 
Mirror  cirp  {Cyprinus  specularis). 

9.  Tench  (Tinea  vulgaris). 
Bream  {Abramis  blicco), 

South-West  Otter  Tank. 

10.  Three-year-old  trout  (S.  fario). 

In  South  Gallery. 

11.  In  preparation. 

12.  Yearling  trout  (S.  fa  rio). 

13.  Yearling  trout  (5. /o/-i'o). 

Hatchmg  will  be  carried  out  in  the  South  Gallery 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  issue  to  the  members  of 
London  clubs  special  tickets  at  4s.  per  dozen.  These  can 
be  obtained  through  secretaries  of  clubs  on  application  to 
managing  director  of  Royal  Aquarium.  The  mature  trout 
in  tanks  ^os.  1,  3,  and  10  are  fed  each  day  at  2  and  7. 

^  J.  W.  Wilkinson. 

USING  IMPROPER  NETS. 
At  Carlislj,  Lewis  Willacy  and  Edward  Woodhouse 
were  charged  with  fishing  with  a  net  of  not  proper 
dimensions  at  Burgh  on  Feb.  3.  James  Woodhouse.  iun 
and  Andrew  Rae  were  similarly  charged,  and  Robt.  a! 
Wocdman  and  James  Walker  were  charged  with  unlaw- 
fully refusing  to  allow  Inspector  Holmes  to  exercise  his 
powers  at  Bownes^  After  evidenca  the  bench  fined 
ZT''y',^J?^J,'^<'^^°odhou3es,  and  Rae  -iOs.  and  costs 
each  ;  while  Woodman  and  Walker,  for  the  obstruction 
were  each  fined  os.  The  total  fines  and  costs  amounted  t^ 
±11  Is.  Od.    The  nets  were  forfeited.  W.  A, 


Mr.  T.  Marriott  proposed  "  Success  to  the  Crewe  No.  1 
Angling  Society."  Hawng  related  several  amusing 
incidents,  he  wished  the  members  every  success,  and  any- 
thing he  could  do  either  by  becoming  a  member  or  by  find- 
ing them  waters  to  fish  in  he  would  do  gladly  (Mr.  Marriott 
has  been  proposed  as  an  hon.  member).  Continuing 
he  said  he  had  a  trout  stream  in  Derbyshire  which  was 
available,  and  any  time  any  members  would  like  to  go 
there  he  would  be  very  pleated  to  give  permission.  He 
coupled  with  that  toast  the  name  of  the  president 
Mr.  Lumb. 

The  secretary  (Mr.  Cole)  then  presented  his  annual 
report,  showing  a  lalance  in  hand  of  £25  143.  9J. 

The  president,  ia  responding,  said  he  wished  persona'ly 
to  assure  the  members  ho  v  much  he  appreciated  the  very 
warm  and  enthusiastic  manner  in  which  they  had  received 
his  name  in  connection  with  the  toast  of  the  society,  and 
to  say,  too,  how  highly  he  appreciated  the  honour  that 
they  had  conferred  upon  him  for  the  last  twenty -two  years. 
He  then  proceeded  to  distribute  the  prizes,  amongst  whom 
were  Messrs.  J.  Whitfield,  William  Butt,  G.  Capel 
M^  Whitfield,  T.  Ward,  J.  Walton,  J.  Elson,  w! 
Whittaker,  J.  T.  Evans.  R.  Ford,  and  G.  Paliu. 

Mr.  Cole  proposed  "  Success  to  the  Crewe  Centre  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Association."  Mr.  Redford  ably 
responded.  Amongst  those  who  contributed  to  the 
harmony  were  Messrs.  Cole,  Atherton.  Butt,  Evans, 
Martin,  Ray,  Henshall,  Bearparke,  and  J.  Alcroft.  Mr. 
Capel  was  an  excellent  violin  soloist,  and  Mr.  J.  Holland 
an  admirable  pianist.  G.  Capel 


one,  showing  that  the  society  does  not  exist  merely  on' 
paper,  but  is  alive  and  prosperous. 

Col.  Simonds  presided  at  the  annual  dinner,  which 
toUowedatthe  hotel,  and  which  was  served  in  tplendid 
style.  A  large  and  influential  company  were  present,  and 
the  toasts  and  responses  were  more  than  up  to  the 
stand  ird  of  former  Reading  excellence. 

During  Ihj  evening  an  old  and  valued  member  (Mr. 
Hurley)  was  pie-ented  with  a  massive  silver  salver  cf 
very  beautiful  workmanship,  with  the  followirg  inscrip- 
tion engraved  upon  it:  "Presented  to  Mr.  Alfbei. 
Walter  Hurley,  by  a  few  of  his  friends  of  the  Reading 
and  Distnct  Angling  Association,  on  his  leaving  Readine. 
February,  1898."  Without  a  doubt  the  eveniiTg  was  one 
ct  the  most  enjoyable  in  the  twenty-cn?  years'  existence  of 
the  Reading  Angling  Association. 


CREWE  (No.  1)  ANGLING  SOCIETY 

TT Jf^i^  r';'n*y  ^f^"^  ^^^'"^  ^°°'^al  dinner  at  the  Royal 

Hotel,  on  Feb  19,  and  so  admirably  had  everything  been 
arrangedby  the  president  (Mr.  WaUace  Lumb)  and  the 
r^?H  ^7i,^^I-  ^""^        memhevs  of  the  com' 

mittee,  that  it  was  the  most  successful  gathering  we  have 
ever  held;  over  170  members  and  fiields  werf  presenl 
Mr!  ^^"^  ''^^  rooms  being  utilised 

^t^^-^if^'P'-'^^\l^^^'^^^^^^tTepaBt.  At  the  conolu: 
Eion  ot  the  dinner  the  company  assembled  in  the  old 
W  iL?""  '=°'^°^<=Hf  ^tji  the  hotel,  when  a  lengthy 
toa*t  hst  was  gone  through,  interspersed  with  vocal  and 

DeTfv    Ir^""  ""^l^^         T-  Marriott,  Sa-ndbach  the 
nT"'  T^"^^^^^"  Latham;    Messrs.  J 

Edwards,  C.C.,  J.P.  W.  Eardley,  J.  W.  Wilding,  W 
Ihomas,  Bowers,  L  Gibson,  T.  W.  Bedford,  R.  Cole 

M««.«    4^°^?^"^°^  i"'  l^^^'Jpe  received  from 

T  ^-  Hornby,  W.   Smith,   F.   A  Williams 

J.  Middleton,  J  Shakeshaft,  W.  button  IL  G  J'. 
Walker,  G.  Welch,  M.  H.  Chesters,  M.  T.  Basford 
M  J.  Bean,  A.  Passey,  and  T.  Brassington. 

Ihe  chairnian  proposed  the  usual  loyal  toasts  the 
compauy  singing  the  National  Anthem.  Mr.  Atherton 
ot  Wigan,  sang  several  excellent  songs  during  the  evening' 

Alderman  Latham  proposed  "  The  Town  and  Trade  of 
Crewe,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilding 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  list  of  applications  for  patents  is  specially 
compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes  and 
lonng.  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery-kne,  London, 
W.C.,_  with  whom  we  have  made  arrangements  that  all 
inquiries  relating  to  patents,  designs,  and  trade  marks 
will  be  answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
Applications. 
1241.    J.  R.  Smith,  WoodviUe  House,  Boulevard,  Hull, 
For  improvements  in  otter  boards  and  the 
like  used  in  trawl  fishing. 
1363.    T.  White,  London,  For  improvements  ia  ;or 
connected  with  nets  for  trawling  or  the  like* 
purposes. 

1577.    R.  fleaton,  Hospital-street,  Birmingham,  For  a 
movable  lim  guard  for  fishing  reelj. 
New  Application. 
2835.    W.  H.  Thickett,  Park-street,  Grimsby,  For  im- 
provements in  appliances  for  spreading  the  nets 
of  trawling  vessels  and  the  like. 
Complete  Specification  Accepted. 
3u533.    Kirby,  Fishing  tackle  known  as  sea  paternoster. 

Application  for  Amendment. 
20943.    John  Kay,  Improvements  in  trawlers,  to  alter 
the  title  of  the  invention  to  read  "  Improve- 
ments in  trawlers,  also  applicable  to  other 
vessels." 

Answers  to  Coerespondexts. 
A.  J.  S.  (Croydon).— We  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  bait  you  describe  is  not  resv  as  a  whole.  It  would  be 
unsafe  to  claim  the  general  construction  of  the  bait  under 
a  patent,  without  first  causing  a  search  through  the  patent 
records  to  be  made  to  ascsrtain  whether  or  not  any  part 
cf  same  had  been  previously  the  subject-matter  of  a 
patent. 


goffings       il^c  pap. 

Although  only  what  is  termed  an  "  open  night  "  on 
Monday  last  at  the  Piscatorial  Society  (Mr.  H.  Harden 
m  the  chair),  the  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  dis- 
cussion turned  upon  "  The  Yeracity  of  Anglers,"  as 
discoursed  upon  by  Mr.  Bulgman  the  prerious  Monday. 
1  he  cobbler  s  wax  ' '  story  was  not  stuck  to  in  its  entirety 
as  it  was  considered  a  somewhat  d'flicult  matter  to  get  th» 
lump  of  wax  to  leave  the  hand  and  yet  to  stick  to  the  hare. 
Ihen  followed  a  yarn  from  Mr.  Horace  Brown.    "  A  well 

known  poacher,  of  W  ,  near  Hungerford,  had  set  a  wire 

tor  a  hare.  The  keepers  found  the  wire,  placed  a  hare  in 
it,  and  he  and  his  watchers  hid  themselves  and  awaited 
the  advent  of  '  Long  Charley.'  He  all  the  time  was  watch- 
ing them,  and,  being  sure  of  a  c'.ear  field,  doubled  off  to  the 
trout  stream  to  snare  trout.  He  took  care  to  pass  the 
keeper  s  cottage,  and,  as  he  guested  would  be  the  case,  the 
head-keeper's  little  son  was  soon  off  to  tell  daddy  that 
Long  Charley '  was  i^-iring  trout.  Off  went  the  keeper's 
to  tha  river,  but  too  late  ;  Charley  had  got  back  to  the 
wood,  when  he  coolly  took  the  hare  from  the  wire,  put  a 
trout  in  its  place,  and  went  home  to  breakfast.  The 
keepars  are  now  often  asked  if  they  have  '  woired  any 
more  troots  up  i'  the  big  wood.'  "  In  fact,  the  keepers 
were  done  brown. 


tnL^?P^  ""^"i^  ™^  Sa.n-d  ciODOt  have  a  permanent 

Suec4s'";Vf '"^  '^^^  ''^  '^'^  °f  undertaking 
Bometbin^  lAif  *  Permanent  effect,  must  be  boilt  upon 

rarefullT  Lfd  ?r  °^  ^"Jtbrng  of  value  must 

r,tJl\^  7  '  °F  "  ^"O"  became  useless.  This  remirk  iq 
part  cularly  applicable  in  reference  to  our  hea  th  for  if  i  is  not 
fn  the  blood  being  pure  aAd  the  stomach 

good  health  ^hiih  {,1^'"'  ^""^  Ointment  lay  a  fouiidatiou  of 
gooa  Health  which  will  be  permanent  and  strong  as  a  rock. 


WALTON  AND  COTTON  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
On  Feb.  17  the  annual  winter  dinner  of  this  association 
was  held  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgats-street, 
Mr.  W.  B.  Sadler  chairman,  Mr.  H.  P.  Isaac  in  the  vice- 
chair. 

About  forty-five  members  and  visitors  sat  down  to  a 
very  excellent  repast  served  up  in  a  most  satisfactory 
manner,  doing  great  credit  to  the  hotel  company.  Several 
capital  speeches  were  delivered,  the  chairman,  in  his 
remarks,  congratulating  the  asscciation  on  its  long  and 
successful  existence,  alluding  with  e\-ident  pride  to  a 
record  of  over  sixty-two  years,  and  also  to  a  long 
unrecorded  period,  which  it  is  believed  is  not  equalled  by 
any  other  angling  association  in  London. 

During  the  evening  the  usual  toasts  were  proposed  and 
heartily  responded  to,  and  the  company  listened  with 
great  attention  to  some  excsllent  songs  and  recitations 
(which  were  greatly  applauded),  by  the  following :  Messrs. 
Elhs,  Glover,  Curtis,  Croucher,  Davis  Hilton,  Komlosy 
W.  James  Clay  (of  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.),  Bateman,' 
H.  P.  Isaac,  and  W.  Broughton.  Concerto  by  Yanden 
Bogarde  and  solo  variations  by  Kalfwalta  on  the 
dirionette. 

Then  terminated  one  of  the  most  successful  and 
enjoyable  meetings  ever  held  by  our  ancient  association. 

M.  C'UDDON. 


READING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  this 
association  took  place  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  Feb  IS 
at  the  headquarters,  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Reading! 
Lieut. -Col.  James  Simonds,  V.D.,  J.P.,  the  president, 
occupied  the  chair.  There  was  an  unusually  large 
attendance  of  members.  The  chairman  was  re-elected 
president,  Mr.  Charles  Stephens  hon.  treasurer,  Messrs. 
W.Ferguson  and  H.  Creed  auditors,  and  Mr.  Frederick 
Brown  hon.  sec.  The  committee  were  aho  chosen,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  business 
meeting.    The  report  was  considered  a  most  satisfactory 


,,  2-  ^-  EoLT^  the  courteous  assistant  sjcretary  to 
the  Piscatorial  Society,  writes:  "Dear  '  Dragnet,'— Mr. 
F .  G.  Bridgman's  able  and  unanswerable  defence'  of  the 
veracity  of  the  angler,  at  the  Piscatorial  Society  the  other 
evening,  almost  convinced  me  that  we  fishermen  as  a  body 
have  been  and  are  much-maligned  individuals.  No  one 
however,  is  surprised  at  the  wonderful  fishing  (or  rather' 
I  suppose  I  should  say,  'fishy')  yarns  which  emacate 
from  the  other  side  cf  the  herring  pond.  Enclosed  is  one 
of  them.  I  came  across  it  in  the  last  number  of  the  tew 
Paris  journal  La  Ptchc  Modenie.  It  strikes  me  that  the 
1  ankee  disciple  of  old  Izaak  was  (to  quote  the  Marquess 
of  Granbyl  'somewhat  unthrifty  of  absolute  accuracy.' 
At  any  rate,  I  should  like  to  know  how  the  perch  (which 
I  presume  was  a  black  bass)  managed  to  swallow  the 
snake  '.  Thereby  hangs,  or  should  hang,  a  tale.  How- 
ever, here  is  the  extract "  : 

"  A  little  time  ago  while  fishing  in  the  Yellow  Jack 
riyer  in  Florida  an  angler  caught  a  magnificent  black 
perch  (Sebasttctys  mealanopi),  weighing  more  than  71b. 
It  was  duly  cooked  and  served  up  to  the  lucky  captor  and 
his  friends,  who  were  almost  famished  aftjr  their  sporting 
expedition.  But,  what  was  their  astonishment,  on  open- 
ing the  fish,  to  find  in  its  stomach  the  remains  easily 
recognisable  and  only  half  digested,  of  a  rattlesnake  of 
the  most  venemous  species  .'  It  is  needless  to  add  that 
the  convivial  party  abstained  from  touching  this  too 
voracious  perch,  which  was  forthwith,  and  without  more 
ado,  consigned  to  the  little  pigs."     Who  says  "  snakes 


In  Memoriam. 
W.  E., 

A  fisherman  washed  overboard  in  the  south-westerly  gale 
Feb.  10,  1898.  ' 
"  There's  a  void  in  the  home  and  the  hearts  ashore 
For  a  friend  cow  at  rest  in  the  deep  below ; 
He  is  not  dead,  but  has  gone  before. 
Though  he  died  like  a  man  with  his  face  to  the  foe," 
— Truthful  Tonniiil. 
 >  »♦♦<  

Weights  of  congers  are  evidently  "  going  up  "  .'  Last 
week  I  had  to  record  an  eel  of  1301b.  This  week  I  hear 
of  a  larger  one,  1401b.,  and  his  measurement  waa  7ft.  from 
tail  to  snout.  Hurry  up,  gentlemen  :  one  of  these  days 
we  shall  get  a  10-footer  '.  My  informant  adds  :  "  It  was 
taken  on  Monday  last  by  Mr.  William  Harris,  of  West 
Smithfield,  whilst  fishing  with  Col.  Thorpe  and  others,  in 
Cornwall  (private  waters).  The  last  big  eel,  taken  about 
ten  years  ago,  weighed  llSlb.,  and  nuasured  5ft.  S^in." 

Another  conger  tale.  At  a  certain  fishing  port  which 
shall  be  nameless,  an  unusually  large  confer  for  that 
neighbourhood  was  captured  last  week.  A  "resident  was 
anxious  to  become  the  possessor  of  a  good  specimen,  and 
as  this  fish  weighed  between  401b.  and  501b.,  the  fisher- 
men took  him  up  to  the  gentleman's  house  in  a  basket. 
He  was  turned  loose  in  the  javed  backyard  for  examina- 
tion, and  then  the  "  bank  holiday  "  began.  Mr.  Conger 
took  charge  of  the  yard,  rushing  hither  and  thither, 
snorting  savagely,  and  snapping  at  everything  within  reach  ; 
he  eluded  all  efforts  at  recapture.  His  would-be  purchastr 
fetched  his  tig  dog,  but  cna  glance  at  the  eel  reminded 
the  dog  that  he  had  an  important  engagement  elsewhere. 
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This  ludicrous  state  of  things  was  fiaally  put  an  end  to  by 
one  of  the  fishermen  borrowing  a  141b.  sledge  hammer, 
with  which  he  "  tickled"  the  conger  s")  effectively  that 
they  were  able  to  repUce  him  in  the  basket.  This  tale 
comes  from  "Truthful  Tommy,"  sj,  of  course,  its 
veracity  is  unimpeachable. 


How  many  wonderful  tales  are  dissipated  when  quietly 
examined  by  the  uncompromising  light  of  recorded  fact. 
The  (ruth  of  the  yarn  about  the  sea  serpett  which  was 
seen  by  the  skipper  and  crew  of  the  sloop  Dart,  of 
Dundee— even  suppoited  as  it  was  by  sketches,  which,  as 
Gilbert  puts  it,  "  give  an  air  of  verisimilitude  to  an  other- 
wise bald  and  unconvincing  narration  " — is  considerably 
discounted  by  the  fact  (hat  there  is  no  such  vessel  as  "  the 
sloop  Dart,  of  Dundee."  And  now  1  hear  of  a  precious 
will  made  by  one  John  Coffin,  of  Sunderland,  Englard, 
and  dated  1646,  recovered  by  an  angler  while  fishing  at 
Douglas,  Mass.,  U.S.A.  The  will  is  stated  to  bear  the 
official  stamp  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  Lord  Protector  of 
England.  The  weak  point  of  this  yarn  is  that  in  1646 
Oliver  Cromwell  was  not  Lord  Protector,  as  King  Charles' 
head  was  then  still  cn  his  shoulders.  Perhaps,  however, 
it  is  well  not  to  b3  too  particular  when  reading  these 
"fish  stories." 

Mr.  Jeffery  (Serapis^  A.S.)  and  Mr.  Dix  (Epsom 
A.S.)  had  good  sport  with  the  roach  on  Monday  last. 
Among  others  they  took  a  bream  of  31b.  12oz.  and  several 
roach,  the  largest  of  which  scaled  lib.  lOioz.  The 
"  Thatched-one  "  lost  a  splendid  bream,  on  roach  tackle, 
which  J.  Spong  estimated  as  over  51b.  Mr.  Dix's  roach 
was  the  heaviest  taken — lib.  lOJoz. 

■■■    )  *  »  »  < 

The  Yachting  Exhibition,  now  running  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  will  close  on  Wednesday,  March  2,  and  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition  will  open  on  Tuesday,  March  8. 
Preparations  are  being  made  towards  the  piscicultural 
show.  The  whole  of  the  tanks  (thirteen  in  number)  on  the 
south  side  of  the  building  will  be  filled  with  Salmoiurhe 
and  coarse  fish.  The  tank  containing  roach  (hundreds  of 
them),  some  of  them  "  aldermen,"  is  a  si'ht  for  roach  pole 
wielders !  Hatching  will  be  cirried  out  in  the  south 
gallery.  On  application  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  managing  director 
of  the  R.  A.,  club  secretaries  will  he  supplied  with  special 
admission  tickets  at  4s.  per  dozen.  This  favour  is,  I 
believe,  only  while  the  Fisheries  and  Piscicultural 
Exhibitions  last. 

On  Tuesday  evening  next  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  ("  Straw 
Hat")  will  raid  a  pap3r  (illustrated),  entitled  "The. 
Thames,"  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Serapis 
A.S.  A  smoking  concert  will  follow.  Judging  from 
previous  experiences  of  Serapis  entertainments,  a  pleasant 
evening  is  in  store  for  all  anglers  who  may  care  to  visit 
the  White  Hart  Hotel,  High-street,  Stoke  Newington- 
road,  N.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Jardine. 
 >»♦■»<  

The  man  who  can  make  two  1)lades  of  grass  grow  where 
but  one  grew  before  is  the  man  for  this,/iH  de  siecle.  On 
Wednesday  last  Mr.  J.  B.  Gloss  read  a  paper  before  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society  on 
"  How  can  the  waters  of  our  public  parks  be  best  utilised 
for  the  benefit  of  anglers."  I  was  unable  to  be  present, 
but  understand  that  the  impression  seemed  to  be  that, 
under  proper  supervision  and  control — say  of  the  London 
County  Council— much  could  be  done  in  the  way  of 
rearing  ard  pressrving,  and  increaaixg  the  stock  of 
fish  in  our  public  waters.  Not  to  be  fitihed  out 
when  ready  for  catching— but  to  be  netted,  and 
transferred  to  waters  where  anglers  could  legitimately  fish 
for  them.  There  seems — to  me,  at  least — no  reason  why 
we  should  not  be  able  to  approach  the  proper  authorities, 
in  a  proper  spirit,  by  a  properly  constituted  committee,  or 
deputation  of  both  London  associations,  and  to  get  per- 
mission to  net  the  waters,  and  assist  the  authorities  to 
increase  the  stock  of  fish  in  their  waters  for  the  public 
good. 

Mb.  W.  Eendel,  the  well  known  exhili'.ion  fitter,  fishing 
in  a  tributary  of  the  Bedfordshire  Ouse,  on  Friday,  the 
18th  inst,,  from  11.30  until  dusk,  from  the  bank,  with  one 
rod  (cheese  paste)  and  no  attendant,  had  a  take  of  ten 
chub  weighing  281b.  The  four  largest  weighed  separately 
41b.,  31b.  14oz.,  31b.  9oz.,  and  31b.  7oz. 

Ox  Saturday  last  (writes  Mr.  E.  Collinson  from  St. 
Ives)  I  noticed  two  anglers  fishing  Watts's  Flat, 
Hemmingford,  one  a  local  member  the  other  a  London 
member.  They  had  secured  two  nice  fish,  when  the 
London  friend  gave  a  good  one  the  butt  and  up  came  a  fish 
of  101b.  at  the  least,  and  the  local  fisherman  got  him  (with 
difficulty)  into  the  London  member's  net,  when  in  the 
act  of  lifting  him  into  the  punt  the  handle  of  the  net 
broke,  and  away  went  net,  fish,  and  hooks.  This  comes  of 
using  a  landing  net  with  a  spliced  handle.  No  doubt  he 
will  have  a  new  handle  put  to  that  net  forthwith. 

 >  ♦  »  ♦  <  

"  Spi\n'ixg  Mi  N'xow  "  writes  from  Bath:  "  Df.ar 
Dr.\gxet, — Your  readers  in  the  west  of  England  may 
like  to  know  that  last  week  2000  small  trout  (Salmn  fariu) 
were  put  into  the  new  large  reservnir  which  has  recently 
been  completed  at  Batheaston,  near  Bath.  The  refervoir, 
which  has  a  very  large  holding  capacity,  is  for  storing 
water  for  the  use  of  the  neighbouring  city  of  hot  springs. 
Water  is  always  flowing  in  and  out  of  it,  so  the  trout 
should  flourish.  They  came  from  Col.  Custance's 
Fisheries,  Norwich,  and  not  one  died  on  the  long 
journey.  They  were  escorted  to  their  destination  from 
Bath  to  the  \\ater-ivorks,  about  five  miles,  by  Mr.  Chas. 


Gilby,  the  engineer,  and  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare,  the  president 
of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Club.  The  fish  were,  I  am  told, 
a  fine,  heilthy  lot  of  youngsters,  averaging  between  Sin. 
and  6in.  in  length,  and  should  afford  some  good  sport  in 
two  years'  time." 

 >  ♦  »  ♦  <  

In  the  course  of  my  nocturnal  perigrinatlons  (no,  no  ;  I 
am  not  allowed  out  at  night !)  I  came  across  an  old  friend 
and  brother  angler,  Mr.  Warwick  Gray.  He  did  not  a?k 
me  "  Where  I  was  going  on  Sunday,"  but  told  m3  hs 
would  be  glad  to  see  me  "  down  (ha  Thames  "  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  or  Wednesday  next.  But  when  I  asked  him  what 
he  was  gcing  for— barbel  or  bream  ? — he  said  "  Neither  ; 
I  am  bnsitess  manager  of  a  theatre."  On  the  nights 
above-mentioned  there  will  bs  produced  "  Little  Christo- 
pher Columbus,"  by  George  R.  Sims  and  Cecil  Raleigh. 
Any  brother  or  sister  angler  who  are  anywhere  near  the 
Theatre  Royal,  Richmond,  on  the  dates  mentioned  will  be 
certain  of  a  treat. 

— — >  «  

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette) 
will,  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  28,  deliver  a  lectui'e 
(illustrated  by  lantern  slides),  entitled  "  Pishing  in  India," 
bsfore  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
in  the  spacious  and  comfortable  salon  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant. 
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No.  9  (New  Series). 


MR.  R.  G.  ROBINSON. 


Born  in  Yorkshire,  Mr.  Robinson's  first  fishing  expe- 
liences  were  in  the  river  Esk,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Whitby,  His  tutor  in  fly  fishing  was  Mr.  Robert 
Brockett,  and  between  them  they  managed  time  and 
again  to  bting  some  fine  trout  to  creel.  When  Mr. 
Robinson  had  an  hotel  at  Edenbridge  he  wis  sportsman 
enough  to  allow  his  guests  to  fish  his  private  water,  a 
privilege  which  miny  London  anglers  were  only  too  glad 
to  avail  themselves  of.  Although  essentially  a  freshwater 
fisherman,  Mr.  Robinson  is  a  "flyer"  at  silt  water 
fishing,  as  his  41b.  whiting  bears  evidence.  He  is  a  good 
all-round  fisherman,  and  in  fresh  or  salt  water  wants  a  lot 
of  beating. 

This  is  from  the  Referee  of  Feb.  20 :  "  The  president 
of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society  having  met  with  a  sad 
accident  which  will  permanently  incapacitate  him  from 
following  his  vocation,  his  friends  determined  to  give  him 
a  benefit  cor  cart,  and  this  took  place  this  (Saturday) 
night  at  the  Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  and, 
large  as  the  room  was,  it  could  not  contain  the  visitors 
who  were  anxious  to  show  their  esteem  for  the 
president  of  the  Printers'  Angling  Society.  Miss 
Marie  Lloyd,  with  characteristic  kindness,  gave  her 
services,  and,  needless  to  say,  was  received  with  loud 
applause.  Such  a  good  example  was  followed  by  many 
others,  amateurs  and  professional,  and  the  concert  was  a 
success  both  as  an  evening  amusement  and,  better  still, 
financially."  Thank  you  !  Good  Referee.  And^^'what 
more  can  be  said  of  this  "  champion  "  gathering  ?  Four 
columns  might  be  written  if  detail  were  gone  into ;  but 
space  forbids,  and  "  Lychnobites  "  are  printers  as  well  as 
anglers,  and  can  appreciate  a  pithy  par  much  better  than 
a  long-drawn  out  and  tedious  recital  of  all  that  was  said, 
and  sung,  and  done  on  the  memorable  19th. 

Still,  as  a  vice-president  of  the  society,  I  should  fail  in 
my  duty  (being  present  at  the  concert)  were  I  not  to  give 
honour  and  praise  where  honour  and  praise  are  due. 
"  Doors  open  at  6.30.  Overture  at  seven."  So  ran  the 
bond.  My  cib  arrived  just  ten  minutes  after  the  doors 
were  opened,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difliculty  that  I 
forced  my  way  through  the  throng  to  the  seat  allotted  to 
me.  At  seven  the  room  presented  a  sight  seldom 
witnessed  at  the  Champion  Hotel.  "Standing  room 
only!"  And  very  little  of  that.  What  was  to  be  done  ? 
The  long  corridors  and  approaches  to  the  lai'ge  hall  were 
crowded  with  ticket-holders— even  to  (he  street.  The 


committee  were  equal  to  the  occasion.  Another  room 
was  speedily  utilised  as  an  "  overflow  " — that  is  to  say 
about  400  extra  guests  were  accommodated  with  seats.  A. 
chairman  and  vice  were  soon  in  position,  and  an  able 
accompanist  at  the  piano. 



When  a  singer  or  a  performer  had  obliged  the  audience 
downstairs  (encores  were  forbidden  on  account  of  the 
lengthy  prcgfamme)  they  very  kindly  published  a  second 
edition  upstairs.  I  may  mention  here  that  "  Oar  Marie" 
tried  to  bring  out  a  second,  but  not  being  a  printer  she 
failed  to  catch  the  "printer's"  eye,  on  account  of  the 
tremendous  gathering,  as  she  certainly  would  have  given 
those  who  were  unable  to  hear  her  downstairs  a  taste  of 
her  qual  ty.  All's  well  that  ends  well :  and  when  on 
March  12  the  committee  have  settled  accounts  we  shall 
hear  what  has  been  subscribed  for  a  brother  angler  whO' 
has  met  with  misfortune. 

>  »  »  »  <   • 

But  here  I  am,  rambling  away,  and,  instead  of 
sticking  to  the  "  pithy  par,"  giving  the  details  considered 
"unnecessary."  No  ;  there  are  one  or  two  words  that 
certainly  should  be  said — or  written.  First,  to  thank  all 
the  a  rtistes,  the  band,  the  conductor,  the  accompanists, 
the  stewards,  the  committee,  chairmen  and  vice-chairmen 
— in  fact,  all  who  helped  to  make  this  function  a  brilliant 
success.  Of  course.  Miss  "  Marie  "  received  a  special 
ovation.  Mr.  Sid  Ransom,  one  of  the  assistant  secretaries 
of  the  L.A.S.,  in  a  kind  note  re  the  concert,  says 
"No  artiste  could  possibly  sta,nd  higher  in  the  publij 
estimation  than  Miss  Marie  Lloyd,  and  her  promise  to 
appear  on  Saturday  evening  was  undoubtedly  the  cause  of 
the  great  overflow.  She  came  ;  she  sang;  she  conquered; 
and  her  presence  set  the  seal  to  the  grandest  success  in 
the  Lychnobite  history.  It  was  the  generous  act  of  a 
good-hearted  woman,  and  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  all 
concerned  are  due  to  her." 

 )  »  >  4  < 

Quite  right,  Sid ;  and  so  say  all  of  us !  In  another 
letter  from  the  energetic  secretary,  Mr.  J.  E.  Griffiths,  I 
glean  the  following :  "  Owing  to  the  persevering  efforts  of 
Mr.  W.  A.  Barnes,  chairman  of  the  concert  committee, 
Sir  Henry  Oakley,  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  sent  a 
cheque  for  £25  towards  the  fund  being  raised  for  Mr. 
Ormrod.  The  fund  will  be  kept  open  till  Saturday, 
March  12."  [So  those  who  have  not  paid  niay  pay  over 
again.] 


"  Cela  va  bien  !  "  And  now  for  the  "  rounder."  "Of 
course,  it  is  impossible  to  enumerate  the  songs,  &c.,  which 
were  so  exquisitely  rendered,  but  the  following  is  a  list  of 
the  artistes,  &c.  [I  take  it  from  Secretary  Griffiths'  own 
notes]  :  Mr.  A.  West,  of  the  Ben  Jonson,  in  the  vice-chair. 
Mr.  Albert  Walter,  a  most  painstaking  and  capable 
manager,  was  concert  director,  ably  assisted  by  Messrs. 
H.  Turner  and  H.  Bone  (Dailij  ChroHielc)  and  Mr.  G. 
Douglas  (Da// 1/  Telegraph).  The  programme  was  a  very 
full  one,  and  included,  in  addition  to  the  Montpelier 
Orchestra  (conductor,  Mr.  Frank  Ernest),  twenty-eight 
double  turns.  Miss  Marie  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Alec  Hurley, 
with  characteristic  generosity,  gave  their  services  to 
the  good  cause,  and  were  rapturously  received.  Miss 
Theresa  Kellaway,  Miss  K.  McGeeney,  Miss  Ada 
Watkins,  Misa  Lucy  Florence,  and  Miss  Alios  May 
also  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  evening.  Other 
artists  who  appsared  were:  Messrs.  George  Vernon, 
George  Wellington,  Arthur  Linton,  Cecil  Shipman, 
George  Holloway,  Bert  Miller,  Bertram,  Gill,  P.  Gum- 
mow,  Alf  Smart,  Alec  White,  F.  W.  Sievwright,  Joe 
Levet,  W.  H.  Archer,  and  Professor  Claude  North, 
ventriloquist  [and  a  clever  one  to  boot].  Mr.  A.  J. 
Harrison  {Daily  Telegraph)  played  cornet  solos,  with 
Master  Harrison,  violin  obligato. 

The  thanks  of  all  Mr.  Ormrod's  friends  and  supporters 
are  due  to  the  committee  :  Mr.  W.  A.  Barnes  (chairman), 
Daily  News;  Mr.  J.  Alexander,  jun.,  Standard; 
Mr.  H.  Bone,  Daibj  Chronicle  ;  Mr.  A.  C. 
Cannell,  Daily  Chronicle  ;  Mr.  E.  Clarke,  Times  ; 
Mr.  G.  Douglas,  Daily  Telegraph  ;  Mr.  J.  Franklyn, 
Financial  Times  ;  Mr.  J.  Harris,  Morning  Leader  ; 
Mr.  B.  Kenny,  Financial  Ncirs  ;  Mr.  F.  Oxford, 
Morning  Advertiser;  Mr.  T.  Pedley,  Times;  Mr. 
W.  J.  Povey,  Times;  Mr.  A.  L.  Reii,  /Times ;  Mr. 
F.  Sievwright,  Daily  Telegraph  ;  Mr.  G.  Sitns,  Morning 
Advertiser  ;  Mr.  J.  Sims,  Daily  Telenraph  ;  Mr.  P.  Sims, 
Standard;  Mr.  L.  A.  Swalthy,  Times;  Mr.  C.  Towns- 
end,  Daily  Chronicle;  Mr.  H.!  Turner,  Da  ilij  Chronicle  ; 
Mr.  W.  Turner,  Morning  Advertiser;  Mr.  G.  F.  Watkins, 
Daily  Teleqraph;  Mr.  W.  Williams,  Times;  Mr.  F. 
Wyatt,  Daily  Neas  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Walter,  Pall  Mall 
Gazette.  Secretaries:  Mr.  J.  E.  Griffiths,  TiiHe.v ;  Mr.  A. 
Pulham,  Times;  and  Mr.  Sid  Ransom,  Standard.  Mrs. 
Newman  Harrison,  Miss  Alice  May,  Mr.  Jas.  Jefferson, 
and  Mr.  Carl  Melville  wera  the  pianists.  [Verily  a  grand 
concert  in  a  good  cause  !    Tableau  ! 

Mr.  George  Salisbury,  an  old  and  weU-be!oved 
angler,  who  for  many  years  was  a  member  of  the  now 
defunct  Brunswick  Brothers  A.S.,  is  unfortunately  so 
seriously  ill  (suffering  from  heart  and  lung  disease)  that  he 
has  been  admitted  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.  _  A  note 
received  this  (Friday)  morning  from  one  of  the  kind  nurses 
(Sister  George)  is  very  cheering— not  only  to  myself,  but 
to  all  who  know  this  clever  dace  fisherman — for  she  says  : 
"  Although  I  fear  he  will  never  be  strong  again,  he  has 
decidedly  improved  since  his  admission  here."  His 
brother  anglers  will  hope  that  his  life,  at  least,  may  be 
spared,  and  none  more  earnestly  than  his  friend. 

Dragnet. 


February  26,  1898] 

^oUsi  from  tf)e  ^axttt, 

'  A  MODERATE  water  and  a  downstream  wind  are  the  two 
best  conditions  for  fish  running.  These  have  been  present 
m  no  small  degree  long  before  the  fishing  opened,  and  the 
tact  13  DOW  only  too  apparent  that  the  tish  have  been 
running  but  too  well  tor  anglers  on  the  lower  reaches  of 
«  e  east  coast  streams.  They  have  all  run  through,  and 
those  coming  away  now  are  not  resting  in  the  lower  pools, 
nance  the  paucity  of  sport. 


Small  flies  are  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  Dee  i  smaller 
than  IS  usually  the  case  at  this  season,  and  considering  the 
fair  volume  of  water.  But  till  lately  the  temperature  has 
te^n  unusually  high. 


An  extraordmary  story  comes  from  Tomintonl— not 
iimbuctoo.  Here  it  is  verbatim:  "During  the  gale  on 
baturday  last  an  eye-witness  reports  having  been  near  the 
Orask  Burn  when  one  gust  cleared  the  bed  of  water  for  a 
distance  of  200yds.  to  the  height  of  150ft.,  blowing  trout 
several  yards  from  the  bed  of  the  burn." 


Now,  Tommtoul  is  a  village  in  Banffshire— the  highest 
in  bcotland— and  it  has  no  necessity  for  advertising  its 
trout  iDg  attractions  in  this  fashion.  They  are  well  known 
and  I  have  more  than  once  spent  a  pleasant  holiday  in  this 
anglers  paradise,  and  hope  to  do  so  again.  That  the 
wind  was  high,  and  higher  in  these  altitudes  than  lower 
down  we  can  easily  understand.  But  the  clean  sweep  of 
9  r-nc'  waterspout  thus  created  rising  to  a  height 
■  scattermg  the  treut  promiscuously  all  round,  is 
just  a  httle  tall !   

.  Only  about  half  the  quantity  of  fish  has  been  brought 
into  the  Aberdeen  market  during  the  past  week  owing  to 
the  stormy  state  of  the  weather.  The  coast  salmon 
fisheries  are  similarly  affected,  and  on  Saturday  the 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Board's  nets  yielded  only  forty-five 
fish  weighing  3501b.  The  supply  on  the  river  stations, 
however,  keeps  the  prices  down. 
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_  Thus  at  Aberdeen  the  tourist,  angler,  or  others  interested 
m  fishery  matters  may  see  the  second  best  fish  market  in 
the  kingdom,  an  extensive  fleet  of  steam  trawlers  and  hand- 
liners,  a  model  fishing  village,  a  magnificent  beach,  an  In- 
ternational Fisheries  Exhibition,  a  fish  hatchery,  and  a 
salmon  hatchery,  &c.,  all  in  full  swing,  should  they  come 
down  in  the  summer  of  1899.  Speciai,  Scotch. 


Iptovinctal  Botee 


Ice  storage  and  ice  manufacture  are  causing  considerable 
competition  in  Aberdeen  just  now.  Two  companies 
alrtady  exist,  and  a  third  is  about  to  be  floated.  One  of 
the  existing  companies  is  preparing  to  double  its  plant  so 
as  to  produce  80  tons  a  day,  and  to  lower  its  prices 


Sea  trout  have  been  very  scarce  in  the  nets  up  to  date 
iliey  have  been  so  for  many  jeirs  now,  and  the  pity  is 
ti8  truet  There  is  no  more  game  fish  agoing  thin  a  fresh 
run  sea  trout  of  21b.   

Anglers  are  blaming  the  excessive  netting  for  this  state 
.  ot  matter8._  They  say  the  demand  in  Continental  cities 
such  as  Pans  and  Berlin,  for  this  delicate  dish,  which 
tetches  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  out  there,  makes  natters  un- 
scrupulous as  to  the  size  of  the  mesh  they  commonly  fith 
with  overnight,  and  that  whereas  all  trout  under  lib.  used 
lormeriy  to  escape,  now  a  J-pounder  cannot  get  through 

Fraserburgh,  an  important  fishing  town  on  the  Moray 
iMrth,  is  about  to  set  up  shop  as  a  port  for  trawlers,  and 
to  even  own  ships  of  its  own.  A  company  with  a  working 
capital  of  £40,0U0  is  being  floated,  and  it  is  understood 
that  they  intend  to  purchase  ten  of  the  latest  up-to-date 
steamers  for  the  purpose. 

The  Ythan  and  Ugie  opened  for  the  season  on  Feb.  25 
Ihey  are  about  the  last  of  the  Scotch  angling  waters  to  be 
treed  ot  the  legal  close  time,  and  as  far  as  netting  is  con- 
cerned they  are  also  some  weeks  liter  in  closing  The 
usual  salnion  dinner,  which  annually  celebrates  the  open- 
ing of  the  Ythan,  was  held  in  the  Udny  Arms,  Newbarsh 
m  the  evening.  ' 

The  Ugie  anglers  are  in  a  sad  pickle  just  now  on  account 
ot  certain  restrictions  which  the  salmoa  fishing  lessees 
have  added  to  their  former  fishing  licences.  These  were 
liBued  for  ^oth  the  north  and  south  streams  for  two  days 
ot  the  week  at  two  guineas,  and  now  this  has  been  not 
only  increased,  but  there  is  to  be  no  fishing  after  Sept  9 
on  the  lower  and  tidal  reach— the  very  best  bit  of  the 
whole  water,  and  just  when  the  sea  trout  and  back-end  fish 
make  their  appearance.  It  is  a  case  of  all  the  butter  to 
the  lessees  side  of  the  dish,  and  the  only  way  to  remedy 
such  a  state  of  things  is  to  buy  them  up  should  they  prove 
unreasonable.  "  ° 

The  Aberdeen  International  Fisheiies  Exhibition  Com- 
mittee are  to  solicit  the  patronage  of  Her  Majesty  the 
(^aeen  m  order  to  give  a  fillip  to  their  undertaking  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  Mr.  Brander,  the  secretary,  has  been  so 
long  laid  aside  by  ill-health  as  to  be  unable  as  yet  to  call 
the  committee  together  for«the  preliminary  arrangements. 

As  briefly  referred  to  last  week,  a  fish  hatchery  on  an 
extensive  scale  is  to  be  erected  by  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  at  Bay  of  Nigg,  near  Aberdeen.  The  hatchery  is 
to  take  the  place  of  the  one  at  Dunbar,  so  as  to  be  near 
Aberdeen,  and  thus  more  in  the  centre  of  the  fishing 
mdustry  of  Scotland.    Dr.  Fulton  wUl  be  in  charge. 

The  Aberdeen  Town  Council  have  agreed  to  feu  the 
ground  required— some  three-quarters  of  an  acre— at  £2 
per  annum  ;  not  a  record  sum,  and  yet  quite  enough.  The 
buildings  wiU  cost  at  first  band  some  £3000,  but  of  course 
they  will  be  added  to  as  time  goes  on.  There  will  be 
various  tanks,  one  of  which  ia  to  be  90ft.  long  by  35ft, 
wide  and  7ft.  deep,  for  the  observation  of  fish  culture. 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Asso- 
ciation was  held  on  Saturday  afternoon  last  at  Wolver- 
hampton ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham,  presided. 
The  meeting  was    fully  attended.     The  balance-sheet, 
&c.,    was   the  first    business    taken.     The  meeting 
opened  by  Mr._  C.  White,  the  general  secretary,  read- 
ing the   financial   report,  which  went   to    show  that 
after    paying    for  travelling    cards,  which  amounted 
to  over  £20,  and  other  working  expenses,  the  sum  of 
£61  183.  lOd.  vsras  carried  forward  to  the  credit  of  the 
association.    Mr.  J.  A.  Dance,  as  auditor,  gave  in  his 
report  a?  to  the  correctness  of  the  accounts.    The  report, 
together  with   the   balance-sheet,  was   adopted.  The 
minutes  of  the  railway  sub-committee  with  their  report, 
which  contained  new  concessions  granted  to  the  branches 
by  the  different  railway  companies,  was  approved  of  and 
adopted.     It  was  also  resolved  to  issue  the  adhesive 
travelling  card  stamps  quarterly.     The  Spou  Lane'  and 
Merniaid  Associations  were  duly  accepted.  Permission 
was  given  to  the  secretary  to  get  a  fresh  supply  of  rules 
and  bye-laws  printed.    Messrs.  Coles,  Miller,  Dance,  and 
White  were  re-elected  on  the  railway  sub-committee. 
The  renting  of  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  for  the  members 
of  the  association  to  fish  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months, 
close  season  barred,  was  next  taken,' when  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved  to  pay  for  the  privilege  to  fish  from 
Barlridge  to  Wardle  Lock,  ten  miles ;  Audlem  to  Oalveley, 
eleven  miles;   Calveley  to    Christleton,   eleven  miles; 
Christleton  to  Ellesmere  Port,  eleven  miles ;  Worleston 
to  Whitchurch   Junction,  thirteen  and  a  half  miles ; 
Vhitchurch  to   Bettisfield,    twelve   miles;  Bettisfield 
to  Ehoywiel,  fourteen  miles.    Messrs.  Coles  and  Wing 
field  spoke  at  some  length  upon  the  coarse  fishing  question, 
after  which  a  prolonged  discussion  took  place,  the  whole 
of  the  committee  being  of  the  cn9  opinion,  and  pledging 
themselves  to  fight  out  the  battle  of  protecting  the  coarse 
fish  in  the  Severn  in  spite  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board, 
and  to  bring  all  powers  to   bear  upon  this  important 
question,  and  to  leave  no  means  untried  to  further 
our  interest   in  having   the   same  restrictions  placed 
over  the  coarsa  fish  as  the  salmon  and  trout.  With 
this    in  view  the    president   submitted  a  resolution, 
which  1  have  been  requested  not  to  publish  this  week, 
but  which  will  appear  in  my  notes  next  week,  together 
with  other  matters  bearing  upon  the  same.  This  concluded 
the  chief  portion  of  the  business,  when  the  committee 
adjourned  to  the  dining-room  of  the  hotel,  and  were  right 
royally   entertained  to   dinner  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Association,  and  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  enjoyable 
evenings  was  spent  by  the  committee  ;  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  the  Wolverhampton  Association 
for  the  hearty  welcome  given  to  the  P.A.A.  Committee 
upon  their  first  visit  to  Wolverhampton.    The  Kose  and 
Crown  Society,  which  has  now  increased  to  300  members, 
have  decided  to  postpone  their  opening  contest  to  June  19 
next.    The  host  of  the  club,  Mr.  H.  Hodgetts,  has  decided 
to  give  the  club  thirty  prizes,  to  consist  of  carpets  and 
hearth-rugs.    Each  member  taking  part  in  the  contest 
will  pay  Is.  entrance  fee,  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses,  and 
the  remaindertogo  towards  obtaining  several  special  prizes. 
This  club  is  going  in  for  preserving  specimen  fish  caught 
by  the  members,  the  club  paying  the  expense  of  setting  up. 
The  Bellbarn  Club  are  about  taking  a  splendid  stretch  of 
the  Trent  at  Hamstill  Redware.    The  water  is  two  miles 
in  length,  and  is  a  grand  bit  of  fishing.    The  Vine  Unity 
have  taken  a  portion  of  the  Trent  at  Hansacre,  which  is 
five  minutes'  walk  from  Armitage  and  thirty  minutes' 
walk  from  Rugeley  railway  stations.    This  is  a  piece  of 
excellent  water,  and  some  thirty  new  members  have 
joined  the  society  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  piisilege 
of  fishing  this  water.    Since  my  last  notes  appeared  a 
great  change  has  come  over  the  weather.    We  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  King  Frost.     We  had  a  snowstorm  on 
Sunday  last,  with  frost  at  night,  with  a  nasty  north-east 
wind.    Under  the  circumstances  angling  will  be  quiet  for 
a  short  time. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  the  weather  for  the  past  week  in  this  district 
has  not  been  very  promising  for  sucoossf  h1  roach  fishing 
yet  some  very  good  roach  and  dace  were  taken  in  the  early 
part  ot  the  week  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hempholme  and 
iirigham.  The  heaviest  roach,  scaling  lib.  3ioz  was 
caught  by  Mr,  W.  J.  Barker,  of  the  North  Myton  AS 
Uace  up  to  8oz.,  and  several  roach  from  12oz.  to  lib.  each 
were  shown  at  the  weekly  weigh-iu  at  the  Whibe  Horse 
Hotel ;  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Schofield  has  also  secured  another 
fine  chub,  which  scaled  3Ib.  Ofoz.  On  Saturday 
evening  last,  at  Driflield,  a  most  interesting  and 
enthusiastic  assemblage  ot  anglers  took  place  at  the 
Cricketers  Arms,  to  celebrate  the  first  anniversary 
of  the  Driflield  Hearts  of  Oak  A.S.  Mr.  George 
bkow  presided,  supported  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Stockton, 
who  said  that,  although  the  society  had  only  been  formed 
twelve  months,  they  had  over  forty  members ;  but  the 
prosperity  which  had  attended  it  was  a  justification  for  its 
existence  There  were  several  cases  of  tish,  caught  in  the 
river  Hull,  on  exhibit,  amongst  which  was  a  splendid  pike 
weighing  201b.  8oz.,  caught  at  West  Beck-end  by  Mr 
J-rank  Waites.  During  the  present  week  several  very 
°  1  ^i^^''?';^  ^^'^^  on  the  river  Hull  and  the 

Market  Weighton  canal.  The  Brunswick  A.S-.  -will  open 
their  season  on  the  river  at  Hull  BriJge  on  March  12  On 
Monday  evening  last  the  Hull  Town  A.S.  hold  a 
most  successful  smoiiag  concert  at  the  Ripon  Arms, 
ivir.  O.  ihorley  presiding,  when  an  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent,  many  good  songs  being  rendered  by  the  anglers 
present.  On  March  28  a  prize  competition  will  take  place 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  County  A.S.,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  widow  and  family  of  a  late  much  respected  member  of 
4  c,  Hodgson).    The  Holdemess  Thursday 

^  successful  "  smoker  "  at  the  Holderness  Hotel, 
on  b  eb.  17,  the  president,  Mr.  J.  Martin,  occupying  the 
fV^'  rr ^''^'^  Dickenson,  president 
ot  the  Hull  Preservation  Society,  who,  during  the  even- 
ing, gave  the  members  of  the  Holderness  A.S.  a  lengthv 
account  of  the  workings  of  the  Preservation  Society  for 
the  benefit  of  the  anglers  who  fi.sh  the  river  Hull  by 
introducing  new  varieties  of  fish,  such  as  grayling  Loch 
Levens,  and  king  carp,  into  the  river  that  it  did  not  con- 
tain previously,  and  also  added  that  a  consignment  of 
barbel  had  been  ordered,  which  would  be  turned  into  the 
river  at  an  early  date.  Our  codling  anglers  are  having 
borou4^°''*  ^^^^Sbolme,  and  Statting- 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  touch  of  winter  we  have  been  favoured  with  has 
put  an  end  to  any  attempt  at  angling  that  may  have  been 
in  our  minds ;  even  a  day's  pike  hunting  cannot  be  had, 
the  thin  ice  preventing.  Our  Oldham  friends  are  deploring 
the  loss  of  one  of  their  veterans,  Mr.  Stanley  Fielding 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  local  angling  association 
and  its  objects  for  the  best  period  of  his  life.    In  distant 
places  he  was  also  well  known.    This  is  evidenced  by  the 
sending  of  wreaths  from  Wales,  Yorkshire,  and  other 
loca  ities.    The  travelling  cards  issued  by  the  Northern 
Anglers    Association  are  at  last  issued,  and  are  well 
printed.    They  contain  many  additional  fares  to  the  1897 
card,  and  should  prove  serviceable  to  anglers  generally. 
Any  fisherman  in  this  county  with  time  and  money  can 
do  a  lot  of  knocking  about  up  and  down  the  country  at  a 
cheap  rate.     The  Victoria  Angling  Society  at  Black- 
pool   are     progressing.      They    have    just  success- 
fully _  negotiated    a   lecture    dealing    with    artificial  - 
hatchm?,    the    development    of    waters,    &c  This 
it  applied  to  their  own  recently  acquired  waters,  should  do' 
a  lot  ot  good.    The  annual  meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal 
i-ishery  is  dated  for  March  11,  at  the  Spread  Eagle  Hotel 
Manchester     The  board  are  looking  for  a  good  season  in 
i»J8.    ihe  bt.  Helen  s  Angling  Association  have  just  held 
their  annual  dinner,  which  was,  as  usual,  a  great  success, 
ihe  Upenshiw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton  A.S.  have  per- 
suaded Mrs.  Eydings  to  act  as  treasurer  in  place  of  her 
late  husbmd,  who  occupied  that  oflice  for  many  years. 
Ihe  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  held  a  most 
^"^cessful  meeting  on  the  17th  in  Salford.     Mr.  Jno. 
Abbott  has  spared  no  pains  in  making  things  prosperous  in 
the  stocking  line.    Already  the  fund  amounts  to  £25,  and 
more  is  in  prospect.    Additional  orders  have  been  placed 
tor  fish  for  all  the  waters  under  their  control,  both  at 
Irlam  and  in  Derbyshire. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

Severe  frost  has  set  in  in  the  Fen  district,  and  most  of 
the  waters  have  been  thinly  coated  over  with  ice.  This, 
however,  has  not  deterred  angling  to  any  marked  extent^ 
for,  under  the  influence  of  a  brilliant  sun,  the  trace  of 
frost  has  disappeared  sufliciently  by  mid-day  to  enable 
anglers  to  prosecute  operations.    Pike  continue  to  afford 
remarkably  good  sport,  and  the  majority  of  those  who 
have  been  out  have  wielded  the  trolling  rod.  Although 
the  season  is  now  advanced,  several  visitors  have  been 
after  the  big  pike  which  the  Witham  contain.    Two  fish 
captured  near  Langrick  on  Saturday  weighed  151b.,  and 
another  taken  from  one  of  the  Kirkstead  lengths  turned 
the  scale  at  91b.  These  are  the  best  individual  fish  coming 
under  notice.     The  minor  waters  in  Boston  have  also 
been  tried  with  considerable  success.  Two  members  of  the 
:01d  Izaak  Fishing  Club,  at  Boston,  in  the  space  of  an 
nour,  took  five  brace  of  pike,  weighing  upwards  of  401b., 
from  the  Hobhole  drain  ;  and  another  Waltonian  captured 
two  and  a  hilf  brace  from  the  Forty-foot,  weighing  231b. 
Subscribers  to  the  Welland  are  also  experiencing  satis- 
factory sport. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society  have  been 
reluctantly  compelled  to  make  a  change  in  headquarters 
from  the  Waterloo  Hotel  to  Marlborough  Hotel.  Their 
'flitting"  has  not  been  a  long  trip,  but  the  leaving  a 
home  where  they  were  most  comfortable,  although  th^ir 
new  home  is  only  a  few  yards  away,  has  caused  a  great 
amount  of  regret.  The  stocking  competition  in  connec- 
tion with  this  society  is  proving  a  big  success,  and  their 
l^n<n^l^}'^  *°  ^^"efit  in  consequence  to  the  extent  of 

^000  fish.  Other  societies  might  take  a  hint  from  the 
bocials.  The  16th,  as  mentioned  in  these  notes  last  week 
was  a  big  night  with  the  Backland  Angling  Society  at 
Ardwick  First  of  all  there  was  a  good  audience  that 
started  the  proceedings  ia  order,  they  were  conducted 
with  harmony,  and  closed  with  satisfaction  to  all 
present.  The  principals  were  as  follows:  Master  of 
ceremonies,  "The  Lurrytnan,"  the  lantern  manipu- 
lation and  descriptive  lectures,  the  duties  being  rather 
heavy,  received  the  best  attention  possible  from  Messrs 
Bibby,  Henshall,  Harrison,  and  Lawton,  whose  per- 
sonal reminiscences  lent  interest  to  the  various 
^ews  of  scenery  and  resorts  on  the  Thames,  Avon 
Wye,  Derweut,  Witham,  Wyre,  Dee,  and  other 
rivers,  in  addition  to  which  were  some  views  of  the 
recently  acquired  waters  at  Irlam,  now  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association.  The  harmony 
was  provided  by  Messrs.  Straker,  Lawton,  Lewis,  Lee,  and 
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SPLENDID  SPRING  SALMON 
FISHING. 

KENMORE  HOTEL, 

Locli  Taj%  Pertlasliire. 
BOATS  TO  LET. 

Apply  Wm.  KNIGHT. 

SALMON  FISHING 

ON 

For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  KiUin  Hotel. 


GRAND  HOTEL, 

ABERDEEN. 

Excellent  SALMON  and  TROUT 
ANQLINQ  '^Spring  and  Autumn) 
on  River  Dee  to  be  LET  in  Rods,  for 
Visitors  staying  at  tliis  Hotel.— 
Apply  to  CHARLES  MANN,  Owner 
and  Manager. 

FREE  SALMON  FISHING 

ON   LOCH  NESS. 


FOYERS  HOTEL. 

Under  New  Management. 
Re^decorated  and  most  Comfortably  Re= 
furnished  throughout. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
OTsrlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Hiver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  ISoats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
most  moderate. 

Post  and  Telegraph  Office  near  Hotel. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor, 

Late  Kenniore,  Loch  Tay,  and  Blmam. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

aLEKI.YON  FEBTHSHIBE. 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station, 
and  2h  miles  from  Fearuan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 

This  new  First-class  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated 
near  the  "  Famous  Pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmon  fishing  on  the  Biver 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  15.  Trout  fishing  free.  Posting. 
Foit  and  Telegraph  Office  two  minutes'  walk, 
PAUL  MaoPHAIL  Proprietor. 


STRATHPEFFER  SPA  HOTEL. 

THE  highest  situated  in  the  Harrogate  of  the 
north;  close  to  the  golf  course,  and  well 
styled  by  an  old  veteran  "one  of  nature's 
courses,"  and  now  extended  to  eighteen  holes, 
nestling  amidst  scenery  and  bracing  mountain 
air  unsurpassed  in  Scotland.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
both  banks  of  the  Conon,  covering  a  stretch  of 
twelve  miles,  besides  good  loch  fishing.  Tennis 
cycling;  recreation  and  ball  rooms;  suparior 
stud  of  carriage  and  saddle  horses. — A.  Wallaoi; 
Mmager.  Telegraphic  address :  "  Wallaob 
Strathpeffer." 


TOMINfOUL.  ^^a?.^^3iKh?'^ 
RICHMOND  ARMS. 

(In  connection  with  Arms,  Oban.) 

TVTBW  First-class  Family  Hotel  and 
•1-*  Health  Eesort;  llGlft.  above  sea  level ;  on 
driving  route  between  Braemar,  Balmoral,  and 
(irantowT).  Flsbinh,  Golf,  Postinr.  Telegrams 
"Hotel,  Tomintoul."  A.  M'TAVISH. 


MOT  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

AND 

RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  Lough  Conn 

P ATRONISED  by  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Saxe-Weimar,  Earl  and  Countess  Lucan, 
Nobility  and  Gentry.  The  Proprietor  has  just 
taken  valuable  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  river  Moy, 
close  to  the  Hotel,  for  the  use  of  Anglers  staying 
there.  Fish  can  be  retained  by  them.  For 
particulars  apply  to    E.  MITETAGH,  Proprietor 


BROWN  TRGUr  FISHING. 
ROSSES  FISHERY, 

Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

THIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
In  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Olan  Gregor  being 
in  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  It  is  unsurpassed.  The  flahing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine, 
Loch  Ohon,  and  several  hill  loehs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  boats  and  experienced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and 
TroBsachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inveranaid,  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  ooachei  and 
steamers  by  these  rontes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  In  hotel. 

DOZTALD  FZSBOITSOZr,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

1025ft.  above  sea  level,  and  overlooking  the  Lake ;  bracing  air, 
magnificent  scenery. 

Fipst-rate  TROUT  Fishing. 

600  acres  strictly  reserved  for  Fly  Fishing  only.  Trolling  allowed  over 
other  portion  of  Lake,  550  acres. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  MIXED  SHOOTING  TO  LET. 

Nearest  Station,  Llanfyllin.   Fishing  Season  commences  March  7. 

Apply— 

MISS  DAVIES.  LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY 


C(APITAL  Brovra  Trout  Fishing  can  be  had  on 
'  the  numerous  lakes  of  this  Fishery  up  to 
end  of  June,  at  the  usual  terms — £2  monthly 
:>s.  Cd.  daily.  Nearest  station  Fintona,  West 
Donegal  Bailway.  —  For  particulars  apply  to 
Manager. 

S.  HANLON, 

Uanlon's  Hotel,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal 


ROSAPENNA  HOTEL,  CARRIGART  (Co.  DONEGAL). 


rj^HIS  Hotel,  built  in  1892  by  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrim, 


is  situated  on  the  KossguU  Peninsula, 
midway  between  Sheephaven  and  Mulroy  Biy.  Tourists  and  Anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  the  above  Hotel.  It  contains  over  sixty  bedrooms,  spacious  billiard,  drawing,  and 
public  rooms.  Salmon  fishing  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagli  Eivers,  is 
free  to  Hotel  visitor!5  from  April  1  to  end  of  July.  Silmon  licences  can  be  had  at  the  Hotel.  Free 
access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate  for  whita  and  brown  trout  fishing.  No 
charge  for  boats.  Excellent  sea  bathing.  Golf  links,  eighteen  holes  in  a  circuit  of  3i  miles,  encircle 
the  Hotel.    For  terms  and  further  information  apply  to  the  Manager.   


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Oomogue,  Morning  Star  and  Lnby, 
Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

TWBNTT  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  fish — Pike, 
Roaoh.  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM  HOTEL, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and  best  laid  out  in 
the  country,  with  sanitary  arrangements  perfect,  la 
built  on  the  Mague.  and  stands  central  to  all  the  others, 
flz.,  Comogue  (half  mile),  Morning  Star  (tour  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile),  Lough 
Our  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the  hotel  at 
special  low  rates.  Boats  Free.  Tariff  very  moderate. 

T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLAIiOB,  IBELAND. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Trout  Fishing  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station;  also  as  to 
icoommodation  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to 
river  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  8.  J.  HnRLEY,  KiUaloe, 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  in  May,  when  the  big 
orout  are  about  in  thousands. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CUllIN. 

FBEE  SALMON,  OHAB,  TBOUT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING.— Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  scenerj' 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Onllin;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
and  trout  fishing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modem  system.  Terms — 
board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £3  10s. 
)er  week.  Subscriber  begs  to  announce  that  he 
las  now  secured  the  Bight  of  2000  Acres  of  good 
Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  further  par- 
ticulars apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Hbaly,  The 
Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo, 
Ireland. 


IMPERIAL  &  ROYAL 
HOTELS, 

Patronised  by  His  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Earl  of  Arran, 
H.M.L.,the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 

TOUBISTS  and  anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  above  hotels,  and  first- 
class  cuisine.  Splendid  billiard,  smoke,  and 
private  sitting  rooms,  new  bath  rooms,  hot  and 
cold  shower  i  ecently  fitted  up ;  sanitary  arrange- 
ments on  most  modern  system ;  some  of  the  best 
oasts  on  the  Moy  within  three  minutes'  walk ; 
only  half  an  hour's  drive  to  the  best  salmon  and 
trout  grounds  on  Lough  Conn ;  cars,  boats, 
attendance,  always  ready  to  order ;  hotel  'buses 
attend  all  trains.  Special  boarding  terms  by  the 
week  if  required.  A  brake  and  pair  leave  the 
hotel  every  morning  for  the  best  fishing  ground 
in  Lough  Conn,  and  return  in  the  evening  in  time 
for  lable  dMte,  free  of  charge. 

The  proprietor  has  secured  the  exclusive 
fishing  rights  on  the  preserved  portion  of 
the  river  Moy  at  Bahins,  situated  within  a 
short  mile  of  the  town,  and  where  some  of  the 
best  salmon  casts  are  known  to  be  on  the  river, 
which  are  specially  reserved  for  visitors  and 
tourists  staying  at  the  above  hotels — all  fish 
killed  being  their  own. 

N.B. — The  proprietor  begs  to  state  that,  in 
addition  to  the  above,  he  has  just  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  Moy  Fishery  Company,  which 
they  have  been  pleased  to  grant,  that  all  ang'lers 
staying  at  the  above  hotels  shall  have  the  right 
of  fishing  the  non-tidal  p  irtion  of  their  waters 
free  of  charge.  All  fish  killed  to  be  the  property 
of  the  angler. 

All  communications  shall  have  immediate 
attention.    Telegrams — "Flynn,  Ballina." 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FEEE  SALMON,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Char 
FISHING  on  four  Loughs— Conn,  Oullen, 
Deirymannin,  and  Lough  Alick.  Board  and 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week; 
and  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£3  53.  each  per  week ;  that  includes  boatmen's 
luncheon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  or 
men,— Apply  to  the  PropriktoRi 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  Kingshridge,  Devon. 

THE  SPORTING  HOTEL  OF  THE  WEST 

Q.OOD  SHOOTING  for  GAME  and 
^  BABBITS ;  good  sea  fishing  (in 
Start  Bay)  ;  good  fishing  for  pike,  perch, 
roach, and  rudd  (in  Torcross  Ley) ;  biUiards 
and  tennis  ;  terms  moderate  ;  nearest  rail 
way  stations,  Kingsbridge  and  Dartmouth 
(G.W.R.).     W.  VICKEEY,  Proprietor. 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX. 

Local  Headquaetebs  of  British  Sba 
.  ANaLERS'  SooiBxr. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  now  under  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  class  ac- 
commodation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen 
visiting  Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Commercial 
purposes. 

F.  HOMEWOOD  (A.gent  U.S. X.S.),  Proprietor 
Boats  and  men  engaged  on  receipt  of  wire  or  letter, 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  In  the  350  acrei  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDOU'.  MIDDIiESBX. 

Capital  AcGommodation  at  Warner's. 

BOATS,  PTTNTS.  &0. 

"  Pike,  perch,  roach,  &o.,  are  nnmereoi.".— 

Angler's  Diary. 

Freqnent  trains  from  all  MetropelltaH  itatlons 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

FEEE  FISHING  to  Hotel  Guests  over  the 
private  water  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 
(recently  re-stocked). — Moderate  inclusive  tariff 
on  application  to  the  Proprietor. 

Season  commences  March  1. 
Flies  suitable  for  the  district  may  be  obtained 
at  the  Hotel. 


LAMB  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON, 
WEST  SOMERSET. 

HUNTERS,  POSTING. 

Excellent  Free  Fishing 

For  visitors  staying  at  the  ahove  well- 
known  Hotel  on  rivers  Exe  and  Barle. 
First-class     accommodation.  Charges 
strictly  moderate. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  GWTNNE-VAUGHAN, 
Proprietors. 


FOE  PUEE  AIR  and  the  FINEST  INLAND 
SCENEEY  in  England  you  must  go  to 
TORKINGTON.   The  Proprietor  of  the 

Has  many  miles  of  Preserved  Water.  Good 
SAIiMOlT,  TKOTTT,  &  FEEI.  FISHING 

for  Visitors.  The  town  has  a  splendid  Bowling 
Green  overlooking  the  far-famed  Castle  Hill  and 
Elver  Torridge.  Torrington  is  designated  the 
modern  Jerusalem.  Hotel  'Bub  meets  all  trains. 
I  Tariff'  OH  Application, 


Waldshut  (Baden.) 

HOTEL  BLUME. 


QOMFOETABLE    house;    the  guests 
have  permission  to  fish  in  the  Rhine 
for  a  distance  of  24  kilometres  ;  trout  and 
other  fish  in  abundance. 

A.  PETER,  Proprietor. 


RHODA  HOUSE,  DEAL 

(Immediately  Facing  Sea). 
DEEP  SEA  FISHING. 

LABGE  lofty  rooms;  good  English  cooking; 
moderate  terms.  Special  provision  for 
safe  housing  of  rods,  gear,  clothes,  &c,  Jtate  of 
tides,  fishing,  and  weather  immediately  answsred 
by  wire  or  letter.  Comfort  studied.  Eeferenoes 
0  well-known  anglers. — Tariff  on  application  to 
B.  C.  FBATT,  Proprietor. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  DEAL. 

"ANTWERP"  HOTEL., 

BKA-CH    STREET,  DEA.L. 

(Opposite  the  Pier). 
LONGHEONS,  DINNEBS,  TEAS,  BOABD  AND 
EESIDENOE. 
Even/  Accommodation  for  Anglers  and  Cyclists. 
This  Hotel  is  entirely  tmder  new  Management. 
EDWABD  J.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Five  miles  private  water  of  the  Earl  of 
Carnarvon,  rivers  Exe  and  Barle,  reserved 
free  to  visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dnlverton  Station  ;  quite  in  the  country 
five  hours  from  London. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  OBOES,  ANGLESEY. 

B EIGHT  bracing  climate.  Capital  Trout 
Fishing  (lakes  and  streams).  Sea  Pishing 
and  splendid  Bathing  Sands.  Grand  Sporting 
Golf  Course  adjoins  Hotel  and  sea  coast.  Plan 
of  links  and  moderate  inclusive  tariff  on  request. 

Proprietor,  T.  J.  GOTTHELL. 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  Use.    Weight,  8oz.  to  lOo 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  Bd.  ca.? om,. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch   fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  iii.  extra 
Balanced  handle,  Is.  extra. 
"Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it."— Marston,  Fishins  Gazette,  Sept,  28,  1889. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  EOACH  KOD,  balanca 

handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed, 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag  about  12oz.,  price 
fis.  4d.,  lOJft.  J  6s.  lOd. ,  lift,   carriage  6d.  extra. 

BABOAUTS. 

Salmon  Gut,  14in.,  4b.  6d.;  fine  first  qnality 
undrawn  gut,  20tn.,  3s.  lid.;  181n.,  Ss.  8d.;  161n., 
2s.  2d.,  181n.  XXZX.  Drawn  Qnt,  8b.  lid.  per  190. 

H.  BOOTH, 

FISHINQ   ROD   MAKER,  HULL. 


February  26,  1898] 


Johnson.  Cordial  votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  John  Johnson 
for  the  use  of  the  room,  Mr.  Ashworth  for  presiding,  and 
tue  orators  and  musicians,  as  before  mentioned,  for  their 
services,  concluded  the  proceedings  shortly  before  the 
cock  crew,    or,  in  other  words,  "  closing  time  "  was 

ot  the  Welcomb  Angling  Society,  on  the  22nd.  furthe? 
progress  was  reported  ;  several  members  were  added,  and 
m  future  the  meetings  will  be  held  on  Tuesday.  The 
Wellington  Angling  Society  had  a  most  enjoyable  social 
Z^^A  ^^l*  at  headquarters.    The  programme 

mcluded  a  "  tater  tart,"  and  then  a  lantern  exhibition 

fi""^*'  'i°<i  Mr.  A.  Jackson 
the  second,  and  Mr.  Moore  presided.  The  views  were  of 
the  Solway  Fishery    Wyresdale  Fishery,  Boggart  Ho' 

rornl^I  *f       'I'''*''       ^""^^  ^"^P^  of  fly  casting. 

Cordial  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  all  for  valuable 
services  rendered . 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

thatlT^  P'^t^^l\''l^°  ^^^^'^  »°  t^is  'district  during 
the  past  week.  The  fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and 
the  end  of  the  season  looked  like  promising  to  make  up  for 
the  lack  of  sport  we  have  had  through  the  winter,  but  now 
almost  every  broad,  and  in  some  places  the  rivers,  are 
frozen  over  with  a  thick  layer  of  ice,  so  that  there  is  no 
prospect  of  any  spoit  for  a  few  days.  On  Thursday  last 
one  gentleman,  fishing  on  private  water  near  Norwich,  took 
eight  fair  fish  and  a  beauty  of  241b.  ;  and  on  Friday  one  of 
19ilb.  was  taken  at  another  place.  On  20th  inst.  .  Messrs. 
DayaLd  Bames  of  Norwich,  took  a  lovely  fish  of  301b., 
and  another  181b.    Several  other  baskets  of  fair  fish' 

fi«^lLl    fi,  °  ^  few  days  ago  a  Yarmouth  angler, 

it  Heigham,  took  a  nice 

V  ^'5^.^®  estimated  at  between  201b.  and  241b  He 
unhooked  It  and  laid  it  on  the  seat  of  the  boat  to  admire 
his  prize,  when  the  fish  gave  a  sudden  spring  andToon 
AnJ\lTv^'\^^-7^^''-\  '^^^  ^"""^l  dinner  ?f  the  East 
d=f^  f^/r^^"^^^''^'^*/^^  f  n  Thursday  evening 
kstat  the  headquarters  of  the  club,  the  Koyal  Exchange 
Market  Place,  Norwich  The  president  of  the  club,  Mr 
W.  J   Barrow,  took  the  chair,  and  after  enjoying  the 

IZ&UTI-  ^""^  °?        table  by  the  proprietoVof 
the  Criterion  Cafe,  a  moBt  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

for  roach,  the  sportsmen  after  pike  having  only  moderate 
results  for  their  labours    In  the  Witham%oach  and  pTke 
have  been  feeding  well,  and  better  sport  has  been  had 
amongst  the  latter  fish  than  in  other  waters.    In  the  Wve 
and  Derwent  grayling  fishing  has  been  pursued,  and  the 
well  known  waters  have  yielded  some  very  nice  fish 
Bottom  ang  era  have  done  well  with  maggot  and  worms 
Some  very  nice  Loch  Leven  trout  have  also  been  bagged 
FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

whlhT,  -f^"'*  ^'"^P^'J  tl^e  snowstorms 

which  have  prevailed  in  other  parts  of  the  country  and 

riv«r  tiV'f'v'"'^  the  preserce  of  snowwater  ii^  the 
river  have  not  been  conducive  to  anything  approaching 
good  sport.  Whatever  may  be  the  position^of  anglers  if 
f<on  r". iu^^'  i°  ''^^'^  t°  tl^e  Board  of 

iX7  wflf        ^n^  f ^^""^"^  °*  duty,  Salopian 

anglers  will  do  well  to  procure  the  2s.  annual  licences 
issued  by  the  board  before  seekirg  sport,  that  is  unless 
they  feel  convinced  that  their  claims  to  free  M^ing 
can  be  sustained,  and  they  are  in  a  position  to  success 
fully  contest  a  case  before  the  magistrates  The 
legal  aspects  of  the  question,  like  many  matters  of  law 
llTa.\°J\  understood,  and  before  angles 

decide  to  fish  without  licences,  and  continue  to  argue  that 
the  public  have  the  right  of  fishing  in  the  Severn  "ithout 
payment-either  from  boat  or  bank-they  should  take 
every  possible  step  to  ascertain  their  pes' tion  Anglers 
who  fish  with  worm  gentle,  minnow,  and  spinning  or  Hve 
baits  should  certainly  take  out  the  board's  licences  S  they 
Th?riX'^  the  annoyance  of  appearing  in  a  court  of 
1  •     #  C    °*  the  riparian  cwners-as  opposed  to  these 

disZt  t,H  .1^        ^'isling  public-is  quite  a 

distinct  matter  from  the  question  whether  or  not  the 
board's  licences  must  be  obtained. 
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triend,  but  angling-no,  most  decic'edly;  that  I  shall 
never  get  tired  of,  and,  as  I  have  said  many  a  time  I 
would  rather  try  to  catcli  fish  out  of  a  waehtub  tba?  not 
rf^.''ir*°.^^^'  atall.-HAU  YON  in  Weekly  Edition  of  the 

[We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  "  South-West"  seems  to  be 
losing  his  enthus  asm  after  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  of 
dry-fly  fishing  It  is,  of  course,  possible  to  lose  interest  in 
anything  including  life  itself.  "Halcyon"  eWdont  v 
never  had  any  interest  in  dry-fly  fithing  to  lose.-lll^.J  ^ 

CORRESPONDENTS, 
to  uee  it.  ^~  "  y^™'"  ^"^t  ^"-e  "P 

Dubllt«d'  h^^T  OjH'^^^-r^  "'^P  of  the  Thames  is 

river  nnf.^Of  ^i^^^r^  *^«'.. ^^4,  Strand,  showing  the 
river  up  to  Oxford.    The  "  Lower  and  Mid-Thames  "  bv 
F.  H.  Amphlett  is  published  by  Sampson  Low  Marston 
fprice°  Oni%rn=       ^unstan's  House,  Fetter-lane  E  c! 
Deru'al  of  M  {,    l  ^'^\        "^"^^     ^^n  minutes' 

Greaterlow':''         ^'""^  °P        Than^es  as 

LWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

wl?l  J""®"*'  *^*^0"S.>i  low,  rose  a  few  inches  on 
Wednesday,  and  the  rise  was  clearly  due  to  the  swoUen 
and  dirty  condition  of  the  Derbyshire  Derwent!  Few 
anglers  have  been  out  since  Saturday,  on  which  day 
members  of  the  Pride  of  Derby  Club  caught  a  few  large 
U^aX  '\o=^  ''^"ll  ^^^'^y  The  Shardlow 

rfiii  I-  Z'^^*^.  indifferently  of  late,  in  conse- 
quence,, chiefly,  of  the  scum  which  has  settled 
tZ  of    the  river. 

■  Tr«„f  hwr"""  '\^^^"y  the  refuse  poured  into  the 
Thl  fv,  ^^^M  ^^T"^  fi'"'"^  Burton-on-Trent. 

ha^  been  greater  than  ever.  Chub 
have  been  taken  on  several  of  the  lower  lengths  with  pith 
and  brains,  and  this  bait  should  now  prove  more  kUlin« 
t^l,^"^  T'""-  ^^t  Nottingham  Waltonian  Society^ 
which  numbers  seventy-three  members,  engaged  in  a 
df^n»r?°fl^^''*  competition  on  the  waters  placed  at  the 
dispofal  of  the  executive  by  the  committee  of  the  Slioulder 
S™?rt^*'°".'^*^°'^f*°°''^«*  Saturday  afternoon! 
ft^^nS^;^  ^u^V^'f'^'^?*^'  after  two  hours'  fishing,  it  was 
^-Tv  first  P"ze,  with  challenge  cup,  had  bee^ 

won  by  Mr  W.  Fonlds,  with  five  roach,  weighing  41b.  2f  oz! 
iiv  fS?°''d  P.™®  ."^^  earned  off  by  Mr.  W.  Mills  with 
fnd  fW"  ^?  Boot,  with  Xgioz  • 

and  the  fourth  by  Mr.  J.  Simpson,  with  21b  6ioz  The 
cup  IS  the  gift  of  Mr.  H.  WoottSn.  and,  as  Mr  &s  has 
proved  succeesful  in  three  of  the  four  comnetitions 
promoted  by  the  Waltonians  daring  the  paTt^  twelve 
months.  It  becomes  his  absolute  property.  Naturally  the 
wmner  ^  very  proud  of  the  troph^y,  and  In  Monday  ni?W 
ItThl  ,o.?„f  'f         ^T'  ^  ^'•itable  inscriptiln, 

Thl  V  ?f-    l^'^^T*'^*^^'^'       Blue  BaU,  Peck  lane 

^  .  Irf^?  ^nK'  ^'^^  S^^'^ty  ^"-^^  al«o  taken  part 
m  a  match  at  Girlon,  near  CoDingham.  Members 
mustered  in  strong  force,  and  after  an  enjoyable  competi 
tion  the  pnzea  were  awarded  as  follows :  First  and  snecial 
for  largest  fish  caught  (a  chub),  Mr.  W.  Stephens  second 
and  special,  Mr.  H.  Derrick  ;  third  and  epecTal '  Mr  J 

K^l-  T'      Stevenson;  seventh,  Mr.  B.  Stevenson 

Ml^d  ^  P'??^  fo-^        smallest  fish 

kiUed,  namely,  a  pope.    Since  Monday  the  weather  has 

Lnal,''^-?"^  ''^''"'  ^''^  ''f  tlie  backwaters  and 

canals  are  frozen  over. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  anglers  in  this  district  have  been  eeneraUv 
Chet"\t  et^''^  ""i*"^^  practicallTcontruS  good 
f  }^^^  '^''^^y  ^^^'^  '^''at  might  be  termed  a 

bad  day  for  some  time,  and  at  present  the?e  do  not  seem 
to  be  any  .igns  of  change.  The  cold  has  been  very  W 
and  a  very  ittle  snow  has  fallen  during  the  nights  but  the 

rcomnllToV  There  has  not  been  much 

to  complain  of  generally  regarding  sport.  The  waters  aro  in 
good  condition,  and  those  who  hive  tri;d  therhave  been 
a tch^  Tnd  have  tfu^°'''^''r'  ^^e^n  thl  staple 

Pike  hav«  ntT\  maggots,  worms,  and  creed  wheat. 
riKe  have  not  been  over  voracious,  but  here  and  therA 

rp^r^*ultb'"'?r\'^t^'"^t'  wlighrrunnkg 
resnepfAu  ^^^^  °f  ^oach  have  been  of 

respectable  proportions,  and  the  fish  have  in  manv 
SnisAd^"'"  ^f  good  size.  Rampton  Iskn'd  has  Teen 
rewarded\v^'r°^  ■"^'^"l  their  diligence  has  beeS 
Ses  of  fl.r^  '"^deed.    In  the  Laneham 

sSw-  T""*"*',  ^""^  °«ar  Dunham  Bridge,  much 

satisfaction  has  been  derived  by  the  rodsters  who  Tried 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

ihe  Severn  for  fo me  days  has  been  of  apeasoup  colour 
thfth^l«h^"^^  ^°^""^'  the  number  of  anglers 
well  JouTd  be  Zi^^'  small,  and  sport  as  bad  Is  it 
weu  could  be.  Have  only  met  with  two  fishermen  that 
have  paid  the  Teme  a  visit,  and  their  take  consisted  of  a 
t  K  f^'"  advanced  in  spawn,  and  a  lama 

chub  On  Feb.  19  and  20,  the  Avon  at  &rd,  Wyre  afd 
s^U  Prt-t^'f 'fi^i^'f  P^^^r^^d,  but  thecateh  was 
smaU  Pike  were  fished  for  with  all  kinds  of  baits  but 
three  fish  were  aU  the  take  in  the  two  days.  We  hive  had 
two  nights  of  sharp  frost,  and,  with  the  water  in  the  right 

fiswT'7i?°°V'^"  fi«'^'°g  ^«  better.  Salmon 
fishing  has  fallen  off  very  much  this  week;  some  of  the 
nets  have  not  taken  a  single  fish.  Some  fine  fish  are 
exhibited  by  ti  e  several  fishmongers,  but  come  from  the 
lower  part  of  the  river  ;  price,  2s  6d!  per  lb. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 


THAMES  EIVER  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 
Dear  Sir,— May  I  again  trespass  on  your  kindness  bv 
the'TbZ''  to  announce  the  following  further  eonatTons  te 
^^ove:  Blue  Anchor  A.S.,  5s.  ;  Mr.  C.  H.  Briand 
n  Piscatorials,  78.  6d. ;  Dr.  Coates  53  - 

Cobden  A.S  2s.  6d. ;  Mr.  Dance,  2s.  6d. ;  Mn  A  DrLk! 
water,  2s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  10s.  6d.  ■  Mr  John 
Mayo  2s.  6d.  ,•  Piscatorial  Society,  10s.  6d.  Putney 
Ramblers.  2s  6d. ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Richardson,  2s.  6d  Dr 
Startm,  5s.  ;  Major  A.  Terry,  5s.  ' 
To  enable  us  to  carry  out  our  programme  for  the  men 

dow;.'°*T*^'  ^  '^"^  ^^  "«^y  gl^d  to  receive  furSer 
donations  from  any  angler^or  anglins  society.- Vourg 


faithfully,  -    H.  W.  HiGGINS, 

12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall,  8.W. 


Hon.  Sec. 


DO  PIKE  EAT  TENCH  ? 
Dear  Sir  — "  The  tyrant  pike  will  not  be  a  wolf  to  his 
physician  (the  tench),  but  forbears  to  devour  him  be  he 
r,o,r     «  C- ""    ■  '  '^'^  •  ■  I  ^^"-^  so  hungry."    So  writes  Izaak  Walton,  thoueh  that 

^rrayiing  nsning  on  the  1  orkshire  rivers  for  the  present  t"?*^,?"^'*^  correct  has  been  proven  many  a  time 

^i!°?„i°°5.t^o  talk  will 


season  is  practically  over,  and  bef^  ^l^^g  the  te^lk  wfl 
mostly  be  about. trout,  which,  on  accouft  of  the  mild 
vveather,  have  thrived  and  are  well  forward ;  so  that  if  the 
streams  are  not  greatly  disturbed  by  the  spring  rains 

hasbe«n°'^''^  ^'  ^P°"     G^eft  attentTon 

l^!,^^f^S^^^^^?^^-^iookmgon  the  best  waters  and  the 

^^^!ltl7'^A^r^''  Nidd,  Wharte,  Yore,  and 

nrevill«S  ?«"d^dly  encouraging.  The  fronts  Which  have 
fhTf}^^  ?  week-end  have  served  to  put  fish  on 
S  a  result  of  ^^t^^fa^tory  reports  are  anticipated 

T.Jt  f  the  improved  conditions  of  the  past  few 

days.  Mid-day  fishing  in  the  sunshine,  in  a  becalmed 
atmosphere  tinged  with  the  frost  of  late  wiiter,  is  a  p Wnt 
pastime  to  many  people,  who  would  eschew'^od  andXe 
m  the  presence  of  fierce  winds  such  as  blew  over  the  north 

Wm^^us^tofV""  f  "t^^^v  f-^t  Saturday  a  veteran  angle? 
Wm.  Ruscroft,  of  Kirkgate,  Thi,sk,and  his  wife  cele 
brated  their  golden  wedding,  and  were  the  redpients  of 
Tea^  wXtb^  b  °/  "^"'^  congratulatfonT^'The 
nu  L^  A-J^^^  ^*d  no  more  ardent  disciple  than  this 
old  man,  and  it  is  even  now  recorded  of  him  that  he  s 
sure  to  make  his  mark  whenever  he  pursues  his  favourite 

?ro°u  •froinV'r^'^^  took  away  a  first  rate  basket  of 
trout  from  the  Codbeck,  north  of  Thirsk,  and  the  vicinity 

of    fin«  2°^.^'"^^'?"^  comprised  twelve  brace 

of    fine  fish,   weighing    from  IJlb.   to  8oz..  and  he 

stetHf         '^'^  "^^^^^C  ^°  matter 'what  the 

sUte  of  the  weather  might  be,  William  and  his  two 
companions,  Thomas  Barker  and  William  Deighton  (now 
wWkt!ffl''""f  P'^^v^T't^'S^^f  distinguishing  themselves 
'  ''^f  ^y-    ^or  fifty  years  he  has  earnestly 

followed  the  sport  and  for  thirty  years  the  happy  coup  I 
have  resided  m  the  same  house.    They  were  united  in 

ZlrVTi^^'l-  l>ythethen^incumbent  of  the 

parish  of  Thirsk,  the  Rev.  William  Lindley.  William 
Ru.»croft  wiU  be  seventy.five  next  July,  and  his  wS^ 
Margaret,  seventy. seven  on  April  9.  mt.  wire. 


131b.  weight;  the  form  of  the  fish  led  me  first  to  believe 
it  a  fema  e  heavy  in  spawn,  but  a  closer  examination 
revealed  the  end  of  a  tench's  tail  still  visible  in  the  Set 
A  post-mortem  in  the  evening,  conducted  in  the 
presence  of  my  compan  on,  your  esteemed  correspondent 
i.  X  several  practical  anglers,  proved  tho 
contents  of  the  stomach  to  be  a  tench, ^hich  even  in  its 
partly  digested  state  turned  the  scale  at  2ilb  The  real 
weight  of  the  pike,  then,  was  about  lOlb.fand  its  mla 
2Jlb.-Tours  truly,    The  Barox. 

FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES  WANTED 
Dear  Sir,--!  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  will  let  me  know  where  I  can  get  clean  and 
moderate  lodgings  in  some  out  of  the  way  part  of  North 
Wales,  with  fair  trout  fishing  in  mountlin  st,  earns  and 
mn^f'  f  or  April.     I  should  not  mind  a 

moderate  charge  for  fishing.    For  lodgings,  a  farmhouse 
would  suit  me  as  weU,  or  better,  than  anrthino-  Thank 
*°fQ^°w?r^°*^f'^'*'°°--'^ours,  &c.,  Wanderer 
19,  Wellington-square,  Oxford. 


"TIRED  OF  DRY-FLY  FISHING." 
I  HAVE  often  expressed  my  opinion  with  regard  to  drv- 
candl«''^1^°'^'\j."''"''**''l*t^««^'"«  °ot  worth  the 
tbo  i  .1  "f.^*^  f  "^^'■y  ^"-ethren  are  apt  to  style  us 
the  apostles  of  the  chuck-and-chance-it  sch,  ol.  But  give 
me  a  day  on  either  Wharfe  or  Yore  with  a  good  risf  on 
and  a  trio  of  kiJlmg  hackle  flies  to  watching  for  a  single 
ruing  fish,  even  though  he  may  be  a  2-p,under,  and  Then 
Sf«def.^^°"  ^it>^out  any 'result  I 

on  th!  *o  this  matter  owing  to  a  most  characteristic  letter 
on  the  subject  that  I  have  received  from  my  friend  Maior 
Carlisle  (■'  South-West ''  ot  the  FMd).    He  SsThus 
I,       u^l  ^  button  now  about  dry-fly  fishing' 

we  have  had  too  much  of  it.    It  has  been  said  that  5^a 

r^VZ^  ^  lo^e  for  her  never 

returns,  and  so  I  believe  it  to  be  with  regard  to  dry-flv 

youoferdoit  °^         ^"s'^  altogether,  i? 


B.S.A.S.  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS,  &c. 
t.u  ?,^^'T  o  ®  f'"om  Hamus's  letter  in  to-day's  issue 

that  the  B  S.A.S.  privilege  tickets  can  be  got  at  Heine 
HiU,  on  the  L.C.  &  D  but  they  omnot  ba^gotafNew 
Cross,  on  the  S.E.R.  On  application  there  a  .horttiH 
back  for  a  privilege  tD  Deal  the  booking  clerks  knew 
Ti^tS  '  ordinary  return  was  taken 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  alteration  of  charges  to 
?}ZtZ%'f/''''^''fr  clubs,  I  would  poinf  ou? 

of  the  R'^fA^^''"'VT'^  three-quarters  of  the  members 
ot  the  B  b  A.,S.,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  at  the 
and  h/r^  f  ' T  themselves.  -The  Anglers'^  Association 
and  the  Central  have  several  seaside  stations  on  their  list 
where  members  go  at  reduced  prices,  and  had  they  taken 

Zh  frp^h         °^  T  they  have  already  done 

iMth  treshwater  anghcg  .  here  would  have  been  very  litt'e 
reason  for  forming  a  Sea  Angling  Society.  At  preseut 
they  number  neariy  5000,  and  I  do  nct"^  see  how  the 
ra  Iway  companies  can  if  applied  to,  refuse  them  the  same 
privileges  as  the  B.S. A  S.  I  have  been  a  sea  rod  angler 
tor  over  forty  years,  and  my  esperierce  has  been  tbat 
instead  of  the  B.S.A.S.  decreasing  the  charges  of  boats 
and  boatmen,  they  are  on  the  increase-it  is  simply  a  case 
ot  supply  and  demand.  Correspondirg  members  at  sea- 
side stations  I  have  no  doubt  are  useful,  as  well  as  b»ine 
numerous,  but  unless  we  have  so«ie  more  fishing  stations 
at  privilege  rates  I  am  afraid  many  members  like  myself 
will  be  unable  to  see  them.— Yours  truly, 

A  Member. 


AN  APPEAL  FROM  CLONBUE,  Co.  DONEGAL, 
IBELAND, 

My  dear  Sir,— Excuse  me  writing  you  on  the  tollow- 
ing  subject,  but  the  nature  of  my  case  will  be  sufficient 

'^^Yo^will  be  sorry  to  bear  of  the  dire  distress  among 
the  peasantry  around  Clontur  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
potato  crop;  the  poor  are  almost  starving  and  outdoor 
relief  from  the  union  cannot  cope  with  the  distress,  as 
the  poor  rates  would  run  up  so  high  that  the  cure  would 
be  worse  than  the  disease.  The  Government  are  about 
opening  up  soma  relief  worlis  for  the  able  bodied,  but 
what  will  become  of  the  feeble  old  men  and  women  unless 
some  aid  comes  from  the  charitable  public  ? 

The  Manchester  Guardian  and  other  English  organs 
sent  over  special  reporters  to  iavestigate  the  amount  ot 
distress,  but,  unfortunately  for  Clonbur,  these  wporters 
only  visited  the  beaten  track  to  Connemara,  so  -we  were 
left  in  the  cold.  A  lot  of  English  money  is  flowing,  how- 
ever,  into  such  parts  as  these  reporters  have  rcoommenaed. 

A  Liverpool  gentleman  and  a  Rochester  and  Oldham 
gentleman  desired  me  to  appeal  through  the  Liverpool 
Daihl  Posf  and  OldJiam  Chronicle.  I  got  a  few  pounds, 
which  I  distributed  to  the  most  deserving  cases.  I  never 
can  forget  the  pitiful  cry  of  distress  raised  by  those  1 
could  not  assist.  I  know  you  have  the  feelipgs  ot  the 
poor  unfortunate  Irish  at  heart,  and  by  inserting  this  in 
your  valuable  paper  it  may  be  the  means  of  increasing  the 
fund  now  being  raised  for  tie  distressed  peasantry  ot 
Clonbur.— Yours  truly,  John  A  Joyce. 

Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  Feb.  11. 

TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
Sir  _i  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  or  any  ot 
your  readers  if  you  will  kindly  inform  me,  in  your  issue  ot 
Saturday  next,  the  26th  inst.,  where  I  can  obtain  some 
good  trout  fishing  within  a  fairly  easy  reach  (IJ— 2  hours) 
of  London.— Yours  truly,  .  A..  E.  K. 

THE  CHAMPION  THAMES  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Richardson,  of  Judd-street,  who  made 
the  rod  and  supplies  me  with  my  tackle,  has  pointed  out 
"Esox  Lucius's"  letter  in  your  paper  respecting  the 
diSerence  in  size  and  weight  as  compared  with  the  ZWb. 
fish  cauo-htby  Dr.  TurreU  ;  and,  as  a  simile,  I  can  only  say 
that  I  may  weigh,  say,  12st.,  and  my  next  door  neighbour 
be  the  same  height  and  girth  and  weigh  2st.  more,  or 
less  It  all  depends  how  the  fish  has  been  fed,  and  my 
fisherman.  Brad  Butler,  from  Wittenham,  summed  it  up 
at  the  time  while  wetting  the  fish.  Said  Brad  :  Here  s 
to  his  very  good  health,  sir.  We've  been  after  he  for  some 
time,  and  you  may  depend  he's  been  a  king  up  and  around 
this  corner."  Brad  was  right.  He  is  a  perfect  specimen 
of  a  pike,;  not  one  of  these  things  dragged  out  ot  a  lake 
with  a  trimmer.  ,  .    ,  i    « i.i,„ 

Tlie  fish  was  weighed  by  Mr.  Humphris,  landlord  ot  the 
Swan  Inn,  Radcot,  in  the  presence  of  a  room  lull  ot 
people.  It  was  over  281b.  It  was  again  weighed  at 
Maidenhead,  where  I  reside,  and  sir.oe  in  London.  A 
number  of  gentlemen  have  seen  the  fish  at  my  ofiices  and 
a'  Mr.  Richardson's,  and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  send 
"  Esox  "  their  names  and  addresses.  Unfortunately  there 
is  no  "  secretary  of  my  angling  society."  I  am  secretary, 
president,  treasurer,  and  managing  director.  1  send  my 
man  and  punt  where  I  like,  and  we  pick  out  the  strange 
water  and  fish  as  we  like.  That  is  my  idea  of  a  fisherman 
and  the  true  pleasure  of  fishing.— Yours  faithfully, 

Frank  Page. 
p,g._I  hope  to  send  you  a  much  better  fish  or  two 
from  the  Thames  next  week,  if  the  water  keepi  right. 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

St  Ives  Angling  Society,  which  gives  them  privileges 
over  the  land  of  a  good  many  of  the  riparian  owners  m 
each  parish  the  society's  waters  run  through,  including 
Holywell,  which,  one  would  think,  belonged  in  its  entirety 
to  Mr.  Scard.  ^^■  ^ 

I  inquired  of  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  E.  Collinson,  and 
he  informs  me  that  the  whole  of  the  backwaters  are  private 
waters  of  the  St.  Ives  Angling  Society,  the  rental  being 
paid  to  Captain  H.  S.  Douglas,  and  which  waters  the 
society  intend  to  strictly  presjrve,  and  prosecute  any  other 
than  members  who  trespass  therein,  and  also  to  prosecute 
in  other  cises  where  they  have  the  consent  of  the  riparian 
owners,  in  case  of  trespass.  I  may  say,  that  as  a  member 
of  this  excellent  society,  that  I  have  never  heard  ot  any- 
one of  them,  either  the  committee,  president,  or  hon. 
secretary,  trying  to  stop  anyone  fr»m  fishing  except  m 
any  place  where  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  so,  and  then, 
like  myself,  the  hon.  secretary  very  genially  _  informed 
me  of  my  error,  and  kindly  gave  me  an  invitation  to 
become  a  member,  which  I  gladly  acceded  to,  and  pay  Ss. , 
instead  of  23.  (id. ,  which  I  consider  cheap  for  the  grand 
waters  which  we  have  the  piivilege  of  fishiDg  m  their 
district.  If  anyone  prefers  going  to  Holywell,  no  doubt 
they  can  go,  as  not  one  of  the  members  would  venture  to 
stop  them  •  but  they  would  be  well  advised  to  become 
members  of  the  St.  Ives  Angling  Association.— Yours 
faithfully,  .  J-  W.  Williams. 

Swavesy,  near  St.  Ives. 


[Eebutjaby  26,  1898 


FISHING  AT  LOUGH  MELVIN,  IRELAND. 
giR^ — Mr.  Alexander  Scott  informs  me  that  at  the 
suggestion  of  self  and  others  he  has  enlarged  his  hotel  by 
addinc  six  bedrooms,  two  tath  rooms,  &c.,  for  the  better 
accommodation  of  anglers.    This  addition  was  much 
needed,  for  I  have  known  gentlemen  staying  at  Belleet 
until  there  was  a  vacancy.    I  read  in  Fishing  Gazette, 
Feb    19:  "Bundrowes,  Ballyshannon.— A  lot  of  clean 
run  salmon  are  passing  through  the  river  to  the  lake 
(Melvin)  weekly,  since  the  beginning  of  last  montb. 
Those  who  do  not  mind  the  cold  weather,  for  it  is  oOO 
miles  more  towards  the  north  from  Loudon,  will  have 
good  sport.    Later  on  trout  fishing,  monster  black  (so 
called)  lake  trout,  for  which  preserved  sprats  are  useiul, 
and  giUaroo  trout  special  to  this  lake;  they  seldom  exceed 
21b    in  weight,  but  are  as  powerful  oa  your  line  as  a 
common  trout  of  double  the  weight.    It  is  a  lovely  lake  to 
lish  frcm  May  to  September.    The  boats  are  large  and 
the  boatmen  can't  swim,  so  they  run  nO'  risks,  as  the 
water  is  rough  at  times.    The  cuisine  at  the  hotel  is  good, 
and,  as  I  have  visited  the  place  several  times,  I  can  well 
recommend  the  hotel  and  fishing.    The  charge  for  board 
and  lodging  is  £2  weekly,  boatmeo,  2s.  6d.  each,  and 
boat,  Is.    Two  gentlemen  can  comfortably  fish  from  one 
boat,  and  share  the  expense.    Self  and  friends  used  to 
give  the  two  boatmen  half  a  crown  extra  when  we  caught 
a  salmon  or  trout  over  71b.,  and  5s.  over  121b.    I  once 
paid  the  latter  sum  for  one  of  the  lake  trout  which  is  now 
among  my  specimens  at  the  Buckland  Museum,  South 
Kensington  Museum.    There  are  no  pike  in  the  lake, 
hence  the  abundance  of  salmon  and  trout.— Yours,  &c., 
  T.  R.  Sachs,  P.P.S 


FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  OUSB. 
Dear  Sir,— I  noticed  in  the  last  edition  of  your  excellent 
paper  a  letter  from  Mr.  G.  A.  Smith,  answering  the 
inquiry  of  "  Free  Pishing  on  the  Ouse,"  and  recommending 
certain  parts  to  fish  in.  Every  angler  who  has  a  spark  of 
the  sportsman  left  in  them  would  never  question  the 
paltry  sum  of  2s.  6d.  per  year  to  become  members  of  the 


THINGS  NEW  AND  OLD. 
Sir  —I  complain  not  at  being  compelled  to  share  the 
common  lot  of  man,  and  therefore  indulge  m  no  murmurs 
when  my  own  time  comes  to  be  made  to  feel  small.  1  here 
were  thousands  ia  his  day,  doubt  it  not,  who  had  never 
heard  of  Cassir  himself  ;  and  who,  then,  are  we  that  we 
should  grumble  when  we  find  men  preparing  to  attack  the 
Pompey  whose  scalp  we  thought,  in  our  fond  simphcity, 
we  ourselves  were  wearing  in  our  own  and  proper 
wampum  belt  ?  Such  things  do  us  good,  teaching  us  a 
becoming  humihty  and  modesty,  and  sometimes  they 
suggest  the  startling  reflection  that  the  world  itself  may 
manage  to  get  on  without  us,  and  even  forget  us 
altogether,  when  we  see  fit  to  leave  it  by  and  bye.  _ 

These  thoughts  have  occurred  to  me  when  reading  certain 
remarks  made  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  connection  with  a 
recent  lecture  delivered  by  Mr.  Walker  on  artificial  flies 
It  appears  this  gentlemen,  in  speaking  of  wet  flies,  said 
that  "he  found  the  imitations  of  corixoe,  freshwater 
shrimp?,  atd  other  creatures  which  have  the  power  o± 
swimming  under  water,  much  more  successful  than  the 
imitations  of  natural  flies,  which  he  did  not  believe  the 
trout  ever  took  for  the  natural  fly  they  were  supposed  to 
represent ;  "  and  then  the  F/s/nw/  Gazette  writer  goes  on 
to  remark  that  although  "this  was  a  somewhat  startling 
new  theory,  none  of  his  hearers  brought  forward  any  argu- 
ment against  it."    And  yet  this  was  a  fairly  old  theory 
with  me  more  ihin  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  now 
behold    how     little     Time    and     I    together  have 
done'    For  it  still  remains  "a  somewhat  starthng  new 
theory."    Perhaps  a  man  can  make  no  greater  mistake 
than  to  be  too  far  ahead  of  his  age,  except  it  may  be  to  be 
too  far  behind  it;  though,  from  the  point  of  view  ot 
personal  safety,  the  latter  position  is'  the  more  desirable  ■, 
and  so  it  may  have  been  that  the  warnings  of  a  timid 
prudence  kept  me  from  proclaiming  this  and  other 
dangerous  heresies  of  mine  in  the  market-places.  Think 
you  that  no  man  before  Galileo  knew  that  the  earth 
moved  ?     Nay,  there  were  thousands  such  ;  but  they 
largely  belonged  to  that  unheroio,  rabble  class,  to  whom 
the  gratitude  of  posterity  was  as  dust  in  the  balance 
weighed  against-  the  curses,  and  worse,  of  their  con- 
temporaries.   To  which  interesting  class  I  have  the  honour 
to  belong,  as  I  have  before  indicated.  .  ,    ,  • 

But  now  that  Mr.  Walker  has  dared  to  enunciate  his 
startling  theory,  and  I  find  it  sate  to  applaud,  I  most 
gladly  cheer  him  to  the  echo,  and  even  hark  back  to  my 
own  little  timid  and  forgotten  suggestions,  and  cry,  with  a 
newly  found  confidence,  "  Did  I  not  tell  you  so  !  " 

Yes  ;  some  years  ago  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  about  the 
end  of  '95,  I  think,  I  remarked  that  certain  trout  "  lived 
chiefly  on  aquatic  baasties  of  kinds— shrimps  and  clocks, 
and  beetles  and  crickets,  and  such  like,  and  that  anythicg 
struggling  along  a  little  way  under  water  -and  against  -the 
current  at  all  fairly  suggestive  of  any  of  theae^  things, 
is   just  what  they  want,  and  they  go  for  it.  But 
observe  the  mean  and  timid  compromising  with  estabhshed 
orthodoxy  which  runs  through  this,  its  want  of  the  fire 
and  daring  which  distinguish  the  true  innovator  and 
reformer,  the  man  who  loves  the  stress  .and-  storm  of 
battle,  and  finds  -in  it  the  true,  atmosphere  of  life. 
"  Certain  trout,"'  I  said,  thus  ensuring  a.safe  retreat  if  aji 
enemy  showed  in  force,  for  could  I  not  then  locate  those 
trout  in  some  obscure,  nameless  Connaught  stream,  where 
they  might  well  be  contemptuously  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
characteristic  Irish  privilege  of  being  totally  different  trom 
the  rest  of  their  kind  ?    Thus  I  shosv  myself  as  one  who 
can  save  his  own  skin,  but  who  will  never  save  his 
generation.    What  I  love  to  see  is  the  darmg  enunciation 
of  an  unoompromisiDg  generalisation,  and  why  I  do  so  is 
because  it  is  so  far  above  anything  I  am  capable  of  myself. 
I  certainly  did  go  so  far  as  to  say  "  Remember  your 
(the  wet  fly  man's)  '  flies '  are  not  flies  at  a'l.  though 
you  may  for  convenience  call  them  so  ?  "    And  did  I  but 
dare,  I  should  have  added,  as  Mr.  Walker  no^?  does, 
"  They  are  really  imitations  of  corixas,  freshwater  shrimps, 
and  other  creatures  which  have  the  power  of  swimming 
under  water."     But  now  I  willingly  exclaim,  Magna 
Veritas  est,"  &c.  , 

Practicilly,  I  suppose  the  only  consequence  ot  the 
general  acceptance  of  this  theory  with  which  the  mere 
angler  need  trouble  himself,  is  that  the  number  and  variety 
of  his  wet  flies  must  still  everremain,  as  heretofore,  legion  ; 
that  finality  is  a  dream,  and  dependence  on  standard 


patterns  often  a  delusion  ;  and  tl  at  "  fancy  patterns  will 
have  their  red-letter  days  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.— 
Yours,  &c.,    MoNA.. 

RIVER  COQUET  ANGLING. 
Dear  Sir,— The  angliog  fraternity  in  the  north  ot 
England  are  now  becomiog  alive  to  the  necessity  ot  fish 
culture  and  re-stocking  depleted  waters  for  the  main- 
tenance and  improvement  of  sport.  A  beginning  has 
been  made  on  the  Coquet.  Last  Wednesday  Mr.  i.  i*'. 
Turner,  cf  the  North  of  England  Fishery,  Limited,  Barras- 
ford,  travelled  to  Acklington  with  brimming  fish  earners 
containing  the  famous  rainlow  and /afio  trout,  destined 
for  various  parts  of  the  waters  of  J.  D.  Milburn,  Esq.,  . 
and  the  Northumberland  Angling  Club.  The  visitor.? 
present  members  of  the  club  and  the  Cociuet  ccmmittee 
of  the  Northumbrian  Anglers'  Pederat  on,  were  much 
pleased  with  the  size  and  splendid  condition  of  the  year- 
lings, which  were  deposited  safely  in  their  new  hom.s 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  fish.  We  understand  t!  e 
Anglers'  Federation  intend  stocking  the  waters  under 
their  management  below  Rothbiiry.     .  ■,,  . 

The  Ooqu'^fc  has  long  been  famous  for  its  yellow  and 
bull  trout,  a*i  during  the  past  season  many  true  salmon 
have  been  up  the  river  and  been  caught  by  the  rod. 
During  the  past  season  poaching  and  illegal  practices  in 
connection  with  the  sport  have  been  ligidly  suppressed. 
Upwards  of  twenty  convictions  have  been  secured  tor  the|e 
offences,  and  in  four  instances  the  offenders  were  sent  to 
prison.  Everything  points  to  a  great  improvement  in  the 
angling  on  the  Coquet  in  1898.  The  salmon  fishing  opened 
on  Feb.  1,  and  the  trout  fishing  on  March  4.  .  ,  , 
Permits  to  fish  are  now  ready,  including  Anglers 
Federation  railway  privilege  passes,  and  are  now  on  sale 
at  all  the  tackle  dealers  in  the  district,  or  can  le  had  trom 
J  A  Williamson,  St.  Nicholas  Chambers,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne.- Yours,  &c.,  Northumbrian. 

T  We  should  be  obliged  if  ' '  Northumbrian  would  k  indly 
give  us  some  further  particulars  as  to  the  number  ot  true 
salmon"  caught  by  the  rod  in  the  Coquet  last  season. 
We  are  glad  the  prospects  on  this  lovely  river  appear  to  be 
so  promising. — Ed. J  „___— 


FISHING  AT  TIVERTON  JUNCTION,  &c. 
Dear  Sir,— Could  you  give  me  any  information  a8_  to 
the  fishing  to  be  had  at  Tiverton  Junction,  also  the  fishing 
in  the  old  Tiverton  canal.    I  have  the  "  Anglers  Diary, 
but  should  like  a  little  more  information.  _ 

Apologising  for  troubling  you,  and  thanking  you  in 
anticipation,-Yours  faithfully,  H.  Willson. 

A  LARGE  PIKE  KILLED  BY  AN  OTTER. 
Sir,— As  Jones,  the  ferryman  at  Warleigh  Ferry  (a 
ferry  on  the  Somersetshire  Avon,  and  about  four  miles 
from  Bath),  was  crossing  the  weirs  at  the  former  place 
some  fortnight  since,  he  found  on  an  island  at  the  end  ot 
the  weir  a  tremendous  pike,  which  had  evidently  been 
caught  by  an  otter,  as  it  had  been  pulled  up  cn  to  dry 
land  A  large  portion  of  the  back  was  eaten  away,  so  ho 
could  not  measure  the  girth,  hut  the  fish  measured  m 
length  45in.  The  ferryman  cut  off  the  head,  which  ho 
has  kept,  and  on  visiting  the  spot  again  found  only  the 
bones  left,  all  the  flesh  having  been  eaten  by  (he  thinks 
the  otter.    I  should  say  rats,  which  seem  to  ficunsh  on 

°''The''Txtraordinary  part  of  the  thing  is  how  the  otter 
came  to  tackle  such  a  large  fish.  My  opinion  is  that  the 
tike  which  the  ferry-keeper  thinks  was  a  very  old  one, 
was  no  doubt  in  a  moribund  .coi^dition  when  attacked^ 
The  large  female  pike  now  in  the  Cheltenham  tree 
Library  was  picked  up  dead  in  Cheltenham  reservoir  some 
very  few  years  ago,  and  she  was  bhnd,  and  in  very  pocr 
condition:  The  old  lady  had  evidently  died  from  starva- 
ticn,  not  being  able  to  see  how  to  catch  her  prey,  ^o 
doubt  the  pike  found  at  Warleigh  must  have  been  sick  oi 
sorry,  or  the  otter  would  not  have  ventured  to  tackle  such 

"  ^rfhould like  the  opinion  of  any  practical  fisherman  cn 
the  point.-Yours,  &c.,  Spinning  Minnow. 

Bath.  •.  , 

,     A  CHALLENGE  TO  J.  KEENB. 
SiR,-Some  time  ago  Mr.  J.  Keene  of  Datchet,  and 
one  of  the  professional  fishermen  of_  that  district,  issued 
a  challenge  to  fish  any  other  professional  Thames  angler 
for  a  stake  not  exceeding  £100  .  For  some  time,  owing  t. 
the  fact,  as  you  justly  observed  in  your  columns  that  the 
men  of  that  craft  did  not  .usually  keep  that  sum  lying  idle 
at  home,  the  challenge  remained  unanswered.    Mr.  BiaiP, 
of  Richmond,  felt  disposed  for  a  match  but  was  unab  c 
to  find  so  large  a  stake,  and  Keene  did  not  helIe^e  la 
fishing  for  love.    On  Monday  last  I  happened  to  be  fishirg 
UP  thl  Thames  with  Spong.  when  he  informed  me  that  a 
gentleman,  a  good  all-round  sportsman,  was  coming  do^^n 
Ixpressly  to  meet  us  together,  and  if  possible  to  g|t  o°  ^ 
match  with  Keene,  for  roach,  in  neutral  water,  with  the 
result  that  I  had  the  gentleman's  full  perinission  to  insert 
^  challenge  to  Keene  to  fish  for  roach  for  from  £oO  to 
£100,  either  in  the  same  or  in  separate  punts.  J-hat 
challenge  appeared  in  last  Wednesday's  Spor.smcm.  Ihe 
Sea  on  of  this  was  that  as  the  time  is  so  short  to  the  fence 
months,if  anything  were  done,."  'twere  well  done  J  done 
Quickly"    The  veteran  Spong  is  most  anxious  tor  a  trial, 
and  wm  find  a  considerable  portion  of  the  staked  money 
himS    It  remains,  therefore,  for  Keene  to  deposit  a 
portion  of  the  stake  with  the  Spo>''^"'«^\^JZ  wilU 
immediately  be  covered.    I  smee.ely  hope  that  he  will  d  J 
so,  and  that  we  shall  have  a  straightforward  up-tlie- 
Thames  match  as  a  fitting  close  to  the  season  of  lb9/  -». 
One  of  Spong's  backers  will,  of  course,  ^^^1^1^?^ 
1  seat  in  J.  Keene's  punt.— Yours,  &e.,      biRAW  liAT. 
I      Several  important  letters  are  v.TMVcidaUy  heU  over.  . 
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—  ^e  — 

WITH  ■ff^HICH  IS  INCOEPOEATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  5th,  1898. 


FISHING  FOR  MAHSEER  IN  INDIA 
(Being  a  Paper  read   before    the  Piscatorial 

Society,  Feb.  28, 1898,  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  ; 

Mr.  Regd.  E.  Booker  in  the  chair). 

Gentlemen, 
In  the  paper  which  I  have  the  honour  to  read 
to  you  this  evening  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  you 
some  account  of  fishing  for  Mahseer  in  India. 

As  I  have  never  been  to  India,  you  'will  perhaps 
'wonder  at  my  selecting  a  subject  about  which  I 
have  no  personal  actual  experience. 

Well,  it  came  about  in  this  way.  Some  weeks 
ago  I  had  sent  to  me,  for  notice  in  the  Fisliimj 
Gazette,  a  copy  of  the  third  edition  of  a  book 
better  known  in  India  than  in  this  country, 
called  «  The  Rod  in  India." 

Although  comparatively  little  known  here,  this 
book  has  always  been  a  favourite  of  mine,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  it  is  an  admirably  written 
account  of  gi-and  sport  'with  one  of  the  largest,  if 
not  the  largest,  freshwater  game  fish  in  the 
world. 


This  fish  is  the  mahseer  of  our  Indian  Empire. 

Many  years  before  Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas  published 
the  first  edition  of  his  work,  "  The  Rod  in  India," 
I  had  read  accounts  of  mahseer  fishing  in  the 
Field,  and  had  seen  in  the  catalogues  of  a  few  of 
our  leading  London  fishing  tackle  makers 
references  to  mahseer  tackle,  with  descriptions 
of  flies  and  spinning  flights  and  baits,  but  until  I 
had  read  "  The  Rod  in  India "  I  had  but  a 
vague  idea  of  what  a  grand  field  of  sport  was 
covered  by  the  words  Maliseer  Fishintj. 

As  I  said  before,  Mr.  Thomas's  work,  although 
a  classic  among  Anglo-Indian  sportsmen,  is 
naturally  not  generally  known  to  anglers  in  this 
country  except  by  its  reputation,  for  that  is 
deservedly  great.  So  when  I  was  casting  a  fly  in 
my  mind  to  see  what  subject  I  could  rise  that 
was  likely  to  interest  our  society,  this  third  edition 
of  "  The  Rod  in  India "  happened  to  come  to 
hand,  and  I  said  to  myself,  "  There's  a  splendid 
subject,  and  one  which  is  bound  to  interest  a  body 
of  sportsmen  like  the  Piscatorials." 

I  knew  that  the  author,  Mr.  Thomas,  was  now 
living  in  England,  after  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  of  work  and  sport  in  India;  so  I  told  him 
what  I  proposed  to  do,  and  begged  permission  to 
copy  some  of  his  excellent  illustrations,  in  order 
to  give  you  some  idea  of  this  Indian  fishing. 

Mr.  Thomas  most  kindly  replied  to  my  request 
as  follows : 

"  Deak  Sir, — I  thank  ycu  much  for  your  kindly  letter 
of  Jan.  4.  and  am  very  pleased  Ihit  ycu  fhould  think  my 
book  woithy  of  being  the  subject  of  your  paper. 

"You  are  thoioughly  -welcome  to  make  lantern  slides 
cf  anything  in  it ;  and  I  may  mention  that  if  ijour  Idntern 
enlarges  a  ynahseer  to  4ft.  long,  it  will  still  be  ireU  iri'lilii 
the  lite  size  caught  by  an  angler  with  rod  and  line. 

"As  to  liver  scene.',  I  have  the  pleasure  to  send  you 
some  photographs,  wlich  are  very  precious  to  me. 

"  If  it  will  help  to  interest  your  audience,  I  will  lend 
you  for  the  occasion  of  your  lecture  before  the  Pisjatoiial 
Society,  a  mahseer  head,  with  some  of  the  threat  teeth, 
&c. — Yours  sincerely,  "  H.  S.Thomas." 

I  thanked  Mr.  Thomas  for  his  kind  ofEer,  and 
promised  to  take  the  greatest  care  of  any  objects 
he  lent  me.  When  sending  the  head  of  the 
mahseer,  which  I  have  here  to  show  you,  he  said 
that  a  glance  at  the  illustration  in  his  book  would 
show  that  the  fish  has  a  very  small  head  as  com- 
pared with  the  rest  of  its  body,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  was  easy  to  see  that  "  the  fish  to  which 
this  head  belonged  must  have  been  a  mighty  one." 

"  Attached  to  the  head,"  he  says,  "'are  the  two 
joints  of  the  spinal  column,  or  backbone  of  the 
fish,  and  two  of  the  great  throat  teeth — a  pair 
capable  of  crushing  a  finger-bone." 

It  -will  be  well,  perhaps,  before  referring  to 
angling  for  mahseer  to  give  you  a  short  account 
of  his  natural  history,  gleaned  from  different 
chapters  in  Mr.  Thomas's  third  edition.  And  it 
is  only  fair  to  say  that  this  new  edition  is,  in  a 
great  measure,  a  new  book,  more  than  a  third  of 
it  being  new  matter,  so  that  it  makes  a  hand- 
some volume  of  about  450  pages,  with  about  100 
illustrations.  The  whole  get  up  of  the  work  does 
the  author  and  the  publishers,  Messrs.  Thacker 
and  Co.,  great  credit. 

The  mahseer  belongs  to  the  great  carp  family 
of  fishes,  and,  as  is  usually  the  case  with 
ichthyologists,  has  been  called  all  sorts  of  names,  so 
that  I  think  Mr.  Thomas  was  very  wise  in  following 
the  nomenclature  used  by  the  late  Dr.  Francis 
Day,  our  greatest  British  ichthyologist,  in  his 
splendid  work  on  "  The  Fishes  of  India."  Dr. 
Day  calls  the  fish  Mahsbee  (Barbus  tor). 

Our  esteemed  member.  Dr.  Patterson,  will,  I 
am  sure,  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  the 
curse  of  ichthyology  is  the  mania  its  professors 
have  always  had  of  finding  new  names  for  old 
fish,  and  giving  the  same  fish  different  names. 

I  am  not  going  to  give  jou  a  minute  account 
of  all  the  external  and  internal  characteristics 
of  the  mahseer,  you  can  see  from  the  picture 
on  the  screen  what  the  fish  is  like ;  it  is  certainly 
more  like  our  common  carp  than  an^y  other  of  our 
fish.  • 

There  are  several  varieties  of  mahseer,  and  the 
range  of  the  species  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
India.  The  one  before  us  is  from  Mr.  Thomas's 
favourite  river,  the  Bawany,  a  tributary  of  the 
Cavery,  which  discharges  on  the  east  coast  of  the 
Madras  Presidency,  and  I  hope  to  show  you 
presently  some  views  on  this  river  (the  Bawany). 

"  I  put  the  mahseer  of  the  Bawany  first,"  says 
Mr.  Thomas,  "  because,  to  my  thinking,  he  is  the 
finest  of  them  all.    He  is  much  deeper  in  the 


body,  and  more  high-backed  than  the  other.s.  Tq 
insure  accuracy  of  drawing,  every  detail  of  form 
has  been  taken  from  life  by  compass  ;  and  then 
tte  reduction  from  that  drawing  has  not  been 
made  by  eye,  but  in  numerous  comparative 
squares,  so  that  we  are  insured  against  even  a 
single  scale  being  too  high  or  too  low,  as  well  as 
against  any  part  being  disproportioned." 

When  small,  that  is  in  the  fry  stage,  they  are 
long  and  thin  and  round,  not  deep,  and  larger- 
headed,  in  proportion  than  when  mature,  bearing 
about  as  much  resemblance  in  figure  to  the  form 
of  their  parents  as  a  stripling  does  to  his  broad- 
shculdered,  well-filled-out  ancestor.  Still,  there 
is  no  mistaking  them,  and  they  can  be  picked  out 
at  a  glance  by  their  large  scales  and  general 
appearance,  without  any  necessity  for  closer 
identification  by  counting  fin  rays,  &c. 

As  regards  the  colouring  of  the  fish,  Mr.  Thomas 
says :  "  It  would  be  difiicult  for  any  artist  to  do 
justice  to  the  rich  golden  hue  which  shines  on  the 
gill  covers,  and  is  the  predominant  colour  of  every 
scale.  The  colour  is  not  at  all  like  that  of  the 
little  Chinese  gold  fish  so  common  now  in  this 
country,  but  something  between  the  colour  of  a 
bright  new  sovereign  and  that  of  a  bright  shining 
copper,  fresh  from  the  Mint.  The  burnished 
copper  colour  shows  round  the  edges  of  the  scales, 
while  the  golden  tinge  flashes  from  the  centre  of 
each  scale,  and  shows  strongly  on  the  gill  covers 
and  fins." 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that  a  freshly 
caught  mahseer  is  a  very  handsome  fish. 

Though  purely  freshwater  fish,  mahseer  are 
more  or  less  migratory  in  their  habits,  ascending 
dm-ing  the  floods  considerable  heights.  Mr. 
Thomas  says  that,  to  his  knowledge,  the  fish  will 
ascend  2500ft.,  and  travel  long  distances  to  their 
spawning  grounds,  when  the  rivers  are  swollen  by 
the  monsoon  rains.  After  spawning,  the  parent 
fish  keep  dropping  gently  downstream  with  the 
continually  decreasing  waters,  and  before  the  eggs 
hatch  out  the  parent  fish  are  completely  cut  oft" 
from  their  fry,  and  are  unable  to  return  and 
devour  them. 

But  the  parent  fish  must  not,  Mr.  Thomas 
says,  be  considered  as  kelts  or  foul  fish  after 
spawning,  like  salmon.  "  Careful  examination  of 
the  ovaries  of  many  fish  has,"  he  says,  "  satisfied 
me  that  the  mahseer  does  not  spawn,  like  the 
salmon,  all  at  one  time,  but  just  as  a  fowl  lays  an 
egg  a  day  for  many  days,  so,  in  my  opinion,  the 
mahseer  lays  a  batch  of  eggs  at  a  time,  and 
repeats  the  process  several  times  in  a  season. 
How  many  batches  it  lays  in  a  season  cannot  be 
positively  said,  but  I  should  judge  from  the 
appearance  of  the  ovaries  that  there  were  three 
batches." 

Mr.  Thomas  adds  :  "  A  reason  for  the  mahseer 
laying  in  batches  may  be  interesting.  Indian 
rivers  are  very  variable  in  their  depth,  a  tropical 
sun  and  a  thirsty  land  drying  up  the  streams  that 
feed  them,  and  reducing  them  in  size  very 
rapidly.  The  change  in  size  is  both  greater  and 
more  rapid  than  in  European  rivers.  It  would 
not  be  well,  therefore,  for  the  fish  in  them  tq 
spawn  by  the  same  rule  as  the  fish  in  European 
waters.  The  ova  laid  in  one  place  might  be  high 
and  dry  in  a  few  days,  and  the  whole  batch  lost.", 

I  think  anyone  who  reads  Mr.  Thomas's  book 
will  share  his  enthusiasm  for  the  mahseer  and 
mahseer  fishing.  I  know  that  I  often  asked 
myself  why  should  not  some  attempt  be  made  to 
introduce  this  fine  game  and  table  fish  into  some; 
of  our  waters,  and  I  tried  to  find  how  long  the 
eggs  take  to  hatch,  but,  as  far  as  I  know,  Mr. 
Thomas  does  not  give  this  information.  Still,  a% 
the  fish  belongs  to  the  carp  family,  it  is  probable 
that  the  young  fry  hatqh  oiit  within  a  few  days 
of  the  eggs  being  deposited,  so  that  it  would  "be 
useless  to  attempt  to  tr^insmit  mahseer  eggs,  as 
can  so  easily  be  done  'with  the  eggs  of  trout  and 
salmon,  which  take  at  least  forty  days  to  hatch, 
and,  by  keeping  down  the  temperature,  can  be 
kept  from  hatching  for  nearly  double  that  period. 
It  is  this  interesting  fact  which  has  made  it 
possible — in  fact,  pei-fectly  easy — to  send  the  eggs- 
of  salmon  and  trout  from  this  country  to  New. 
Zealand,  India,  Ceylon,  South  Africa — in  fact, 
almost  anywhere,  provided  there  is  a  refrigerating 
room  on  the  steamer.  , 

But  although  I  think  there  is  no  chance  of 
importing  mahseer  eggs,  I  think  it  would  •  be 
quite  possible  to  bring  over  alive  some  yearlings 
and  perhaps  larger  fish.    Tench  and  perch,  and 
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even  lobsters  have  been  cairied  alive  from  this 
coimtry  to  New  Zealand.  German  carp  have  been 
carried  alive  to  America,  and  multiplied  there 
beyond  belief,  and,  like  the  English  sparrow,  are 
driving  the  natives  before  them,  and  the 
•Americans  now  wish  they  had  put  a  prohibitive 
duty  on  both  sparrows  and  carp. 

I  am  by  no  means  an  advocate  for  the  intro- 
duction of  any  and  every  species  of  animal  or  fish 
which  might  do  well  in  this  country,  but  if  all 
that  Mr.  Thomas  says  about  the  mahseer  is  true, 
the  question  of  attempting  its  introduction  is  at 
le  ist  worthy  of  serious  consideration,  and  I  hope 
that  Mr.  Thomas  wiU  be  good  enough  to  tell  us 
what  his  opinion  is  on  the  matter. 

Of  course  the  first  question  an  angler  asks  when 
any  fish  he  is  not  familiar  with  is  mentioned,  is, 
"  What  does  he  feed  on  ?  " 

Here  is  what  Mr.  Thomas  says  on  this  point : 

"  An  inventory  of  the  contents  of  a  mahseer's 
stomach  ought  not  to  be  without  interest  to  a 
fisherman,  for  unless  he  knows  what  the  fish  is  in 
the  habit  of  eating,  he  cannot  tell  what  bait  to 
offer  it.  If  he  expects  to  be  successful,  he  must 
offer  natural  food  or  something  resembling  it,  for 
a  fish  is  not  so  foolish  as  to  take  anything  that  is 
offered  it  on  the  sole  faith  of  the  advertisement." 

Only  reasoning  beings  do  that. 

Let  us  then  turn  out  this  gentleman's  stomach, 
and  discover  his  weaknesses,  as  Prince  Henry  and 
Poins  did  Falstaff's,  from  the  contents  of  his 
pocket. 

What  do  we  find  there  ? 

Aquatic  weeds  of  all  sorts,  some  taken  inten- 
tionally, some  when  gi-abbing  at  the  insects  which 
live  on  them  ;  seeds  of  the  Valeria  Indica  or  Dhup 
of  the  West  Coast,  which  are  about  the  size  of  a 
pigeon's  egg ;  the  seeds  of  many  other  trees  also 
which  hang  over  the  river  where  it  runs  through 
forests ;  bamboo  seeds ;  rice  thrown  in  by  man ; 
and  unhusked  rice,  or  paddy,  as  it  is  washed  from 
the  fields ;  crabs,  large  freshwater  crabs  as  big  as 
the  palm  of  a  man's  hand,  and  with  back  and 
claws  so  thick  and  hard  that  it  is  astonishing  how 
the  fish  can  have  the  power  to  crunch  them  into 
the  small  pieces  it  does  ;  small  fish,  earthworms, 
water-beetles,  grasshoppers,  flies  of  all  sorts,  water 
or  stone  crickets,  shrimps,  and  molluscs  or  fresh- 
water snails  are  also  found  in  the  mahseer's 
stomach. 

Of  all  this  category  the  easiest  food  for  the 
fisherman  to  present  in  a  natural  form  is  a  small 
fisli,  or  imitation  fish ;  in  other  words,  the  best 
methods  of  angling  for  mahseer  are  live  baiting 
and  spinning. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  food  taken  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  is  little  in  comparison  with 
that  taken  under  it. 

This  is  what  Paley  would  call  "internal 
evidence."  But  we  have  also  external  evidence  to 
the  same  effect,  deducible  from  the  formation  of 
the  outside  of  the  mouth.  The  four  fine  feelers 
hanging  down,  two  on  each  side  of  the  mouth, 
which  give  him  the  scientific  name  of  barhus,  or 
bearded  (from  the  Latin  barba,  a  beard),  are 
indications  that  the  mahseer  is  a  bottom  feeder. 

The  means  by  which  the  large  crabs,  shells, 
and  other  hard  substances  are  reduced  to  a  mass 
of  small  pieces  by  the  mahseer  is,  doubtless,  the 
formidable  set  of  teeth  in  the  throat.  Every  carp 
has  teeth  in  its  throat,  placed  so  far  down  that 
they  are  not  visible  in  the  mouth ;  but  the  teeth 
in  the  mahseer's  throat  are  unusually  formidable, 
and  they  are  not  used  for  capturing  food  at  all, 
but  for  crushing  it  in  its  passage  down  the  throat. 

Mr.  Thomas  throughout  his  work  repeatedly 
refers  to  the  great  crushing  power  of  the  mahseer's 
teeth,  and  explains  that  all  hooks  used  in  angling 
for  this  fish  should  be  made,  not  extra  large,  but 
certainly  extra  stout  in  the  wire ;  ordinary 
triangles  are  smashed  up,  and  ordinary  spoon 
baits  double  up,  as  if  squeezed  in  a  vice. 

This  great  crushing  power  is  one  of  the  chief 
things  to  be  remembered  when  ordering  tackle  for 
mahseer  fishing ;  and  some  years  ago  I  suggested 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  it  might  be  a  gooi 
plan  to  use  stout  hooks  wbipped  together,  and  not 
brazed,  to  make  triangles.  For  instance,  three 
eyed  hooks,  with  small  eyes,  tightly  whipped 
together,  would  be  much  stronger  than  ordinary 
brazed  triangles,  for  brazing  always  spoils  the 
temper  of  steel  to  some  extent,  and  the  hooks  not 
being  perfectly  rigid,  would  simply  be  pressed 
flat  between  the  teeth  instead  of  being  broken. 

As  regards  the  various  methods  of  fishing  for 


mahseer  described  by  Mr.  Thomas,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  refer  to  them  fully  in  a  paper  like 
this. 

The  fly  fisher  will  be  glad  to  know  that, 
although  not  the  best  lure  for  mahseer— at  any 


fly  fisher  over  the  spinner,  is  that  the  former  hai 
more  command  of  water  and  can  cast  a  longer 
line.  If  he  had  been  present  at  some  of  our  fly 
and  bait  casting  tournaments  in  this  country 
he  would  have  rejoiced  to  see  that  the  best  fly 
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rate,  for  very  heavy  fish — the  fly  is  very  success- 
ful where  the  water  and  the  run  of  fish  suits  its 
use.  . 

It  is  curious  to  note  that  one  of  the  advantages 
which  Mr.  Thomas  rather  grudgingly  gives  the 


caster  in  the  world  is  yards  behind  the  distanre<i 
cast  by  scores  of  anglers  who  c;ist  a  spinning  bai^ 
in  the  Thames  or  Nottingham  style. 

In  my  own  opinion,  next  to  fly  fishing  spinning 
is  undoubtedly  the  most  artistic  and  sportsman 
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like  form  of  angling,  and  to  a  great  extent  I 
agree  with  Mr.  Thomas  when  he  says  : 

"  My  sentiments  are  that,  if  the  angler  will  be 
at  the  pains  to  spin  delicately,  will  take  the 
trouble  to  conceal  himself  thoroughly,  and  will 
bait  his  fish  neatly,  with  the  hooks  well  concealed, 
he  will  in  clear  water  kill  more  by  spinning  a  dead 
fish  than  by  using  a  live  bait." 

This  is  true  enough  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  only 
too  frequently  happens  that  the  nature  of  the 
fishing  prevents  the  use  of  any  spinning  bait.  I 
have  only  recently  returned  from  a  pike  fishing 
expedition  with  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine.  During  the 
two  days  we  fished  we  only  once  saw  a  fish 
chasing  the  small  fry.  We  found  spinning  was 
no  use,  ordinary  live  baiting  with  tioat  tackle  was 
also  almost  useless,  and  yet  by  fishing  with  the 
roving  paternoster  we  caught  about  a  hundred- 
weight of  pike. 

I  believe  that  the  roving  paternoster  with  live 
bait  would  be  as  deadly  and  sportsmanlike  a  way 
of  fishing  for  mahseer  as  it  is  for  pike.  The 
tackle,  as  you  know,  is  very  simple — a  yard  of 
stained  salmon  gut  at  the  end  of  your  reel  line,  a 
small  pear-shaped  plummet  as  weight  at  end  of 
the  gut,  and  a  single  sneck-bend  hook  on  6in.  or 
Sin.  of  gimp,  looped  to  the  gut  about  a  foot  or  so 
above  the  lead.  The  single  hook  is  put  through 
both  lips  of  a  4in.  or  ^ia.  dace,  and  by  making 
casts  of  from  10yds.  to  40yds.  or  50yds.  in  any 
du-ection  you  please,  you  are  able  to  search  the 
whole  of  the  water  within  that  range.  K  the  pike 
are  feeding  well  a  single  hook  is  quite  enough, 
but  at  times  they  will  only  play  with  the  bait  like 
a  cat  with  a  mouse,  and  in  such  cases  it  is  well  to 
have  a  second  hook  on  the  bait,  and  I  shall 
show  you  presently  a  method  of  live  baiting  as 
used  by  Col.  Parsons  for  mahseer.  which,  I  think, 
might  answer  admirably  for  patemostering  for 
pike. 

As  mahseer  run  from  a  pound  or  so  up  to  the 
enormous  weight  of  1501b.  and  more,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  you  must  use  a  rod  adapted  to  the 
average  weight  of  the  fish  you  expect  to  catch. 
Although  he  often  fights  stubbornly  for  a  long 
time  after  his  first  great  rush,  it  is  in  that  first 
rush  that  the  chief  danger  lies. 

This  is  what  Mr.  Thomas  says  in  one  place 
about  the  fighting  qualities  of  the  fish  : 

"For  my  own  part  1  can  only  say  that  my 
prejudices  were  all  in  favour  of  the  salmon,  but 
the  mahseer  compelled  me  to  believe  in  and 
honour  him  in  spite  of  my  pre-judgment  to  the 
contrary.  I  had  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
though  he  might  not  make  so  long  a  fight  of  it  as 
a  salmon,  he  yet  made  a  much  more  diflBcult  one, 
because  his  attack  was  more  impetuously 
vehement,  his  first  rush  more  violent,  all  his 
energies  being  concentrated  in  making  it 
effective." 

In  another  place  he  says  : 

"  What  a  splendid  fighter  is  the  mighty 
mahseer !  ...  It  is  the  burden  of  every 
description  of  mahseer  fishing  that  the  angler 
had  no  control  whatever."  In  how  many  cases 
does  he  tell  you  that  he  put  his  hand  on  the  line 
to  check  it,  but  instantly  had  to  withdraw  it  as 
it  burnt  him  like  fire.  "  Verily,"  says  Mr.  Thomas, 
"  it  is  like  fire,  and  he  who  has  done  it  once  will 
not  do  it  again."  So  he  invented  a  special  reel 
for  mahseer,  with  a  most  powerful  brake  attached, 
so  as  to  act  against  the  revolving  brass  plate. 
There  is  a  groove  in  the  rim  of  the  plate,  and  a 
wedge-shaped  brake  on  a  spring  can  be  pressed 
into  the  groove  as  lightly  or  as  strongly  as  you 
please  when  playing  a  fish^ 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  excellent  invention. 
The  manufacturers  are  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co., 
of  Redditch. 

This  is  a  picture  of  Col.  J.  Parson's  tackle  for 
live  bait,  with  which  he  has  caught  many  mahseer 
from  101b.  to  501b.,  and  this  is  his  own  description 
of  it : 

"  The  body  hook  is  inserted  while  the  point  of 
the  shank  is  held  next  to  the  tail,  and  then  ttirned 
over  so  as  to  let  the  shank  lie  on  the  side  of  tl  e 
bait,  which,  of  course,  must  not  be  curved.  The 
lip  hook  is  put  in  last.  Attach  the  bullet  with  a 
piece  of  thread  to  the  line  so  that  you  lose  bullet 
only  in  case  of  a  foul.  The  bait  itself  rarely 
folds.  The  first  hook  is  passed  under  a  bit  of  the 
skin  of  the  bait."  .  , 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Thomas  and  Co'. 
Parsons  prefer  eyed  hooks  both  for  fly  and  bai'; 
fishing. 
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It  would  not  be  fair  to  Mr.  Thomas  if  I  extracted 
his  entertaining  stories  of  sport  with  mahseer 
and  other  great  Indian  fish,  so  I  shall  con 
elude  my  paper  by  giving  you,  by  means 
lantern  piotiires,  some  idea  of  the  grand  scenery 
which  in  such  a  great  measure  helps  to  make  this 
Indian  fishing  a  worthy  rival  of  the  best  trout 
and   salmon   fishing  of  Scotland,  Norway, 
Canada. 

[Mr.  Marston  here  read  a  letter  on  mahseer 
fishing  from  Surg.-Major  J.  Roche-Rahilly,  M.S 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  31 
1886;  and  reproduced  the  illustration.] 

The  Punjab  mahseer,  as  you  will  see,  is  not  so 
deep  a  fish  as  his  cousin  of  the  Madras  rivers ;  he 
has  more  the  shape  of  a  chub  than  a  carp.  And 
this  brings  me  to  our  next  picture,  which  shows 
another  great  Indian  fish  described  by  Mr 
Thomas,  namely,  the  Carnatic  carp.  He  says  hi 
acquaintance  is  worth  cultivating.  He  runs  up 
to  251b.,  and  will  take  a  fly. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  Mr.  Alfred  C.  Harms 
worth  caught  a  Carnatic  carp  of  double  the  weight 
mentioned,  but  he  was  not  fortunate  enough  to 
get  hold  of  one  of  the  great  mahseer  mentioned 
by  one  of  Mr.  Thomas's  native  gillies,  who,  when 
asked  how  big  the  mahseer  were  in  his  country, 
said  they  were  as  big  as  elephants. 

Some  sixteen  lantern  views  of  grand  scenery  on 
Indian  mahseer  rivers,  tackle,  &c.,  were  shown 
during  the  lecture,  as  well  as  an  excellent  portrait 
of  Mr.  Thomas. 

After  some  discussion,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  lecturer  was  proposed  by  the  chairman,  and 
carried  unanimously. 

More  than  a  word  of  praise  is  due  to  Mr 
Robert  Beard,  of  the  Old  Kent-road,  for  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  he  manipulated  the 
.lantern ;  and  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Bridge,  of  55,  Dalstoa- 
lane,  for  the  quality  and  excellence  of  the  slides 
illustrating  the  lecture. 


NOTES  FROM 
KIRKBRIDE'S  NORTHERN  ANGLER, 
OR  FLY  FISHER'S  COMPANION.* 
(Continued  from  page  155  ) 


Wak'd  by  Us  warmer  ray,  the  reptile  young 
Come  wing'd  abroad  ;  by  the  light  air  upborne, 
^  Lighter,  and  full  of  soul. 

To  sunny  waters  some 
]?y  fatal  instinct  fly  ;  where  on  the  pool 
They,  sportive,  wheel ;  or  sailing  down  the  stream, 
Are  snatched  immediate  by  the  quiok-ey'd  trout 
Or  dartiag  salmon. — Tlwm.^on. 

Description  of  Flies. 

I  SHALL  now  proceed  to  give  a  description  of 
til 3  different  flies  that  are  used  in  trout  fishing. 

The  Great  Whirling  Dun. — By  some  this  insect 
is  called  the  Great  Dark  Blea  Fly,  and  it  is  the 
first  I  shall  describe.  If  the  weather  be  fine,  it 
comes  on  early  in  February,  and  continues  till 
March  or  April.  It  is  a  four-winged  fly,  and 
flutters  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  body 
may  be  made  of  a  little  brown  squirrel's  and 
water  rat's  fur  mixed  together,  and  a  sooty  black 
hackle  under  the  wings,  which  are  best  made  of  a 
portion  of  a  feather  from  the  waterhen's  wing. 
This  fly  is  here  made  with  a  yellow  waxed  silk 
body  and  a  sooty  black  hackle  over  it,  with  wings 
from  the  waterlien ;  or,  as  a  hackle  fly,  a  feather 
may  be  taken  from  the  underside  of  the  water- 
hen's  or  rail's  wing  for  the  hackle  ;  let  the  body 
be  of  orange  waxed  silk.  It  is  taken  from  about 
ten  in  the  morning  to  three  in  the  afternoon,  and 
in  fine,  mild  weather  is  a  good  killer.  Hook, 
<)  or  7. 

The  Blue  Bun  Fly.— This  is  the  first  fly  that 
appears  after  the  dark  Whirling  Dun.  By  some 
it  is  called  the  first  light  Clea  Fly.  It  is  a  fine, 
delicate  looking  fly,  with  a  forked  tail,  the  wings 
standing  erect  on  the  back.  The  forked  tail  may 
consist  of  two  strands  from  a  dun  cock's  hackle, 
thte  body  of  the  light  blue  fur  from  the  rabbit  or 
grey  squirrel,  mixed  with  a  very  little  yellow 
mohair,  and  a  blue  cock's  or  hen's  hackle  under 
the  wings  ;  the  wings  of  a  feather  from  the  under- 
side of  the  widgeon's  wing,  or  from  a  portion  of  a 

*  Kirkbride  was  a  fishing  tackle  maker  and  practical 
angler.  His  book  is  based  on  Best's  work,  with  additions 
and  improvements,  and  the  dressings  of  flies  given  are  as 
a  rule  excellent — infinitely  better  than  many  of  the 
modern  stock  "  shop  patterns." — R.  B.  M, 


feather  from  the  jack  snipe's  wing,  tied  with  gold- 
coloured  silk.  The  body  of  this  fly  must  be  made 
very  thin.  When  dressed  as  a  hackle  fly,  a  fine 
feather  from  the  underside  of  the  wing  of  the 
jack  snipe  or  moorpont  answers  very  well  for  the 
hackle.  The  body  must  be  the  same  as  that  of 
the  fly  described  above.  If  the  water  be  full  and 
black,  a  turn  or  two  of  gold  thread  may  be  put 
under  the  hackle  near  the  shoulder.  The  Blue 
Dun  is  an  excellent  killer    Hook,  7  or  8. 

The  March  Broivn  Fly. — This  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  water  flies,  and  makes  its  appear- 
ance, if  the  weather  be  fine,  about  the  middle  of 
March,  and  continues  till  May.  In  mild  weather, 
during  a  gleam  of  simshine,  about  mid- day,  these 
flies  appear  in  thousands,  when  the  fish  greedily 
devour  them,  while  they  fastidiously  reject  all 
others.  The  following  is  the  best  method  of 
making  this  fly  :  Make  the  tail  of  two  strands  of 
the  brown  mallard's  feather,  and  take  the  dark 
and  light  fur  of  the  hare's  ear  or  face,  and  mix  it 
with  a  little  gold-coloured  and  light  brown  olive 
mohair  for  the  body,  which  ought  to  be  rather 
long  and  nicely  tapered,  and  ribbed  with  silk  of 
a  rich  gold  colour.  Make  three  txivns  with  the 
small  mottled  feather  from  the  back  of  the 
partridge,  or  with  a  feather  from  the  neck  of  the 
horned  owl  for  legs  ;  take  the  wings  from  a  quill 
feather  of  the  wing  of  the  cock  pheasant  near  the 
shoulder,  which  is  of  a  beautiful  dapper  mottled 
colour,  exactly  resembling  the  wings  of  the  natural 
fly.  As  the  season  advances,  make  the  body  a 
shade  lighter.  The  Cumberland  anglers  in  making 
this  fly  use  the  mottled  feather  from  the  partridge 
tail,  or  a  feather  from  the  inside  of  the  woodcock's 
wing,  with  a  black  listed  ginger  hackle  run  down 
over  a  yellow  or  orange  waxed  silk  body.  Hook, 
No.  7. 

The  March  Brown  Spider. — This  fly  also  kills 
well  in  many  small  brooks.  Let  the  body  be  made 
of  hare's  ear,  mixed  with  dusky  olive  mohair.  It 
must  be  ribbed  with  gold-coloured  silk,  and  a  fine 
mottled  hackle  from  the  back  of  the  partridge 
near  the  shoulders  must  be  wrapt  round  the  head. 
Hook,  No.  7  or  8. 

The  Smaller  Brown  Fnj. — Make  the  body  of  the 
grey  part  of  the  hare's  ear,  and  put  on  a  grey 
hackle  below  the  wings  for  legs ;  let  the  wings 
consist  of  a  poi-tion  of  a  feather  from  the  inside 
of  the  woodcock's  wing.  This  is  a  good  killer  in 
the  month  of  April.    Hook  No.  8. 

The  Royal  Charlie,  as  it  is  here  called,  is  a  fly 
although  not  a  natural  one)  which  our  anglers 
are  very  partial  to.  It  is  used  about  the  time  the 
March  Brown  appears,  and  during  the  whole  of 
the  spring  months  (either  for  river  or  lake  fishing) 
is  a  very  good  killer.  As  a  river  fly  it  answers 
best  when  the  water  is  rather  brownish.  The 
body  is  made  of  scai-let  floss  silk  with  a  little 
tag  of  the  same  for  a  tail ;  a  black  hackle  must  be 
run  up  all  the  way  to  tlae  shoulders ;  the  wings 
are  of  a  mottled  feather  from  the  partridge  tail  ; 
the  fly  must  be  tipt  with  gold  at  the  head  and 
tail.  For  a  river  fly,  hook,  No.  7  or  8  ;  for  a  lake 
fly,  hook,  No.  5  or  6. 

The  Grouse  Hackle. — This  is  a  good  fly  for 
spring  fishing  when  the  water  is  rather  black,  or 
clearing  after  a  flood.  It  is  made  as  a  hackle, 
with  a  small,  bright  mottled  feather  from  the 
back  of  a  cock  groiise,  with  a  dusky  yellow  or 
olive  body,  of  a  little  dyed  yellow  hare's  ear,  or 
with  an  orange  silk  body,  tipt  with  gold. 
When  dressed  with  wings,  a  light  orange  waxed 
silk  body,  and  a  black  listed  ginger  hackle,  the 
tail  being  tipt  with  gold,  is  found  to  answer  very 
well.    Hook,  No.  7  or  8. 

The  Pheasant  Fly. — This  fly  kills  trout  and 
brandlings  very  well  in  the  spring,  when  the 
water  is  "of  a  somewhat  brown  colour.  Form  the 
wings  of  a  gold-coloured  feather  from  the  cock 
pheasant's  breast — the  body  of  orange  or  gold- 
coloured  raw  silk,  with  a  black  or  a  red  hackle 
run  down  over  it,  and  tip  it  at  the  head  and  tail 
with  gold.    Hook,  No.  7  or  8. 

Tlie  Teal  Drake  Fly. — This  fly  is  a  very  good 
one  in  the  spring,  when  the  water  is  clearing,  for 
sea  trout.  Let  the  body  be  of  orange  or  gold- 
coloured  raw  silk,  with  either  a  black  or  a  red 
hackle  run  down  it ;  or  the  body  may  be  made  of 
orange  waxed  silk,  and  a  black  hackle  run  over 
it.  Pick  out  a  small  mottled  teal  drake  feather 
for  the  wings.  This  fly  may  be  tipt  at  the  head 
and  tail  with  gold.  Hook  No.  6,  7,  or  8. 
{To  he  continusd.) 


NOTES  ON  SALMON  CULTURE  * 


fish, 
this 


Speaking  of  the  retention  of  breeding 
Sir  Jas.  Maitland  says  (p.  86) :  "  Compare 
with  the  amount  of  salmon  eggs  which  can  b  , 
procured  for  fish  cultural  purposes  by  netting 
even  our  best  rivers  during  the  spawning  season 
The  excellent  little  hatching  house  at  Dupplin 
in   the  Tay  district,  can  hatch  about  350,000 
salmon    ova — when  the  writer  was    there  in 
November,  1892 — now  increased  to  570,000;  and 
in  1885-86  it  took  five  men  twenty-two  days 
netting  the  best  shots  in  the  Tay  and  Earne 
before  the  boxes  were  filled.    For  many  seasons 
I  have  superintended  netting  the  Teith,  in  the 
Forth  district,  to  obtain  ova  to  incubate  for  the 
Fishery  Board,  and  I  never  remember  as  many  as 
50,000  salmon  ova  spawned  in  any  one  day." 
At  page  207,  Sir  James  further  remarks : 
"  The  question  of  the  retention  of  spawning  fish 
is  of  the  utmost  importance.    At  Howietoun  it  is 
solved   by  the  construction  of  the  ponds,  and 
where  the  stock  fish  are  bred  from  generation  to 
generation  this  is  the  true  solution ;  but  in  salmon 
culture  the  fish  must,  in  many  cases,  be  retained 
for  days  or  weeks  before  spawning.    On  the  Tay, 
and  also  on  the  Tweed,  there  is  not  much  difficulty 
in  getting  from  250,000  to  500,000  salmon  ova  in  a 
season,  but  in  the  Forth  and  other  rivers  only  a 
few  thousand  can  be  depended  upon,  and  the  cost 
is  very  heavy.    I  have  known  a  season's  work  in 
collecting  salmon  ova  average  over  30s.  per  1000, 
and  it  rarely,  except  on  the  Tay,  falls  as  low  as 
10s.    Now,  if  our  salmon  rivers  are  to  be  stocked, 
if  our  salmon  rivers  are  to  be  as  productive  in  the 
future  as  they  have  been  in  the  past,  ova  must  be 
obtained  by  the  million ;  and  this  can  only  be 
done  by  retaining  the  fish  till  ripe.    It  seems 
absurd  to  have  to  repeat  what  to  me  appear  self- 
evident  truisms,  but  it  is  necessary.    There  are 
so  many  who,  from  the  difiiculty  they  find  in 
casting  off  old  notions,  are  continually  dinning 
fallacies  into  the  public  without  the  slightest 
attempt  at  proof ;  men  who  ought  to  know  better ; 
men  who  have  had  ample  opportunity  for  ascer- 
taining the  truth ;  and  men  who,  on  the  founda- 
tion of  their  having  had  such  opportunity,  carry 
a  great,  though  fictitious,  weight  with  the  public. 
The  public  has  neither  time  nor  the  inclination  to 
compare  their  statements  with  the  authentic 
I'eports,  and  the  old  errors  still  pass  as  current 
coin.    It  is  amusing  to  note  that  the  universal 
tendency  of   these  men  is  to   ignore  the  old 
maxim :  Fx  nihilo  nihil  fit.     Only   listen  to 
them,    and   no    expense    is    required    in  the 
treatment    of    the    ova;    if    you    will  only 
entrust  them  with  sufficient  public  money,  rivers 
are  again  to  teem  with  fish !     It  may  be  so, 
but  if  the  hatching  and  rearing  can  be  done  for 
next  to  nothing,  why  should  public  money  be 
required  at  all  ?    In  Great  Britain  nearly  all  the 
inland  fisheries  are  private  property.    I  do  not 
say  that  no  assistance  should  be  given  by  govern- 
ment.    On  the  contrary,  I  think  that  all  the 
assistance  necessary  should  be  given ;  but  I  hold 
that  this  consists  chiefly  in  collecting  and  pub- 
lishing all  the  reports  of  work  elsewhere.    If  this 
was  done,  private  enterprise  would  do  the  rest. 
This  is  a  work  which  might  be  entrusted  to  the 
Inspector  of  Fisheries  for  England.    It  cannot  be 
done  by  private  enterprise,  as  the  reports  require 
much  weeding.    Our  consuls  should  be  instructed 
to  inquire  iuto  the  results  of  the  various  plants  of 
fish  recorded.    This  is  the  crucial  point.  The 
reports  generally  very  fully  anticipate  the  results, 
but  rarely  refer  back  to  them.    It  is  the  duty  of 
the  government  to  educate  and  regulate  ;  it  is  the 
part  of  private  enterprise  to  produce.   At  pi-esent 
the  law  of  the  land  operates  pi-ejudicially  to 
salmon  culture.    The  purchase  and  retention  of 
salmon  for  breeding  purposes  should  be  legalised. 
District  boards  should  have  the  power  of  netting 
for  spawning  fish,  and  of  retaining  those  caught, 
and  of  working  any  cruive  or  other  engine  in  their 
district  for  this  purpose — of  course,  under  proper 
restrictions.  And  one  of  these  restrictions  should 
be  that  the  ova  so  obtained  are  properly  de- 
veloped, and  the  fry  liberated,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries  in  England,  or  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland ;  otherwise,  salmon 
culture  would  be  followed  by  the  same  destruction 
of  the  fishery  and  waste  of  money  which  has 
attended  it  in  Canada.     Compare  the  Tay  in 

*  From  "  The  History  of  Howietoun." 
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the  latter  days  of  the  Stoi-montfield  ponds  with 
the  Tay  this  season,  when  the  new  and  properly 
constructed  house  at  Dupplin,  on  its  tributaiy 
the  Earn,  has  told  for  the  first  time  (1885). 

"  But  this  is  not  the  whole  gain.  With  retaining 
ponds  the  spawners  can  be  selected,  and  all  the 
advantages  of  an  improved  breed  obtained. 
Rivers  loill,  to  a  great  extent,  he  early  or  late  at  the 
option  of  the  District  Board.  Often  it  is  im- 
possible to  change  a  late  river  into  an  early  one, 
or  vice  versa,  but  an  early  river  can  be  improved 
by  adding  a  number  of  late  fish,  and  a  late  river 
very  much  improved  by  adding  a  very  large 
number  of  early  fish.  This  can  only  be  accom- 
plished by  means  of  retaining  ponds,  to  enable 
us  to  select  the  breeders  most  fitted  to  our 
purpose. 

"The  retaining  ponds  require  the  following 
considerations  to  be  attended  to  :  They  must  have 
water  carriage  fi'om  the  place  the  fish  are 
caught ;  they  should  be  capable  of  being  drained 
dry  from  the  centre  of  the  bottom ;  they  should 
be  shallow  at  the  inlet  and  outlet  ends;  they 
should  have  a  large  supply  of  water,  at  least 
1,000,000  gallons  per  diem,  to  each  pond ;  they 
should  be  10ft.  deep  in  the  centre ;  they  must 
have  banks  2ft.  high  on  each  slope  to  an  angle  of 
45deg.,  and  turfed  to  prevent  injury  to  the  fish 
from  jumping.  There  should  be  at  least  three  of 
these  ponds — the  lowest  one  for  males,  the  next 
for  ripe  females,  and  the  highest  for  later  females. 
The  same  supply  of  water  can  be  led  thi-ough  each 
with  safety  if  the  fish  are  in  this  order ;  in  any 
other  the  loss  from  fungus  will  be  heavy.  The 
males  do  not  fight  if  kept  separate  from  the 
females.  The  lowest  mill  on  the  river  will  usually 
point  to  the  best  location  for  retaining  ponds,  and 
power  to  purchase  should  be  given  the  District 
Board  compnlsorily  at  a  fair  valuation." 


TROUT  FLY  DRESSING. 
{Continued  from  page  152.) 

Article  No.  9.— HOW  TO  DRESS  A  WET 
FLY. 


Now,  with  the  right  hand  wind  the  strip  of 
body  material  over  the  foundation  of  tying  silk, 
changing  for  the  moment  to  the  left  hand,  to 
pass  the  strip  between  the  pillar  of  the  vice  and 


Fig.  29. 


the  length  of  tying  silk  held  taut  by  the  rubber 
clip. 

During  the  winding,  the-,  second,  third,  and 
fourth  fingers  of  the  left  hand  should  hold  the 
vice  lightly  a  few  inches  beneath  the  jaws,  so  as 
to  allow  the  left  finger  and  thumb  to  rest  a  little 
below  the  shank  of  the  hook,  one  on  either  side  (Jt 
the  vice,  in  readiness  to  receive  the  body  material 
from  the  right  hand  once  in  eveiy  turn. 


Pig.  -30. 


When'  the  tying  silk  is  covered,  hold  the  body 
material  above  the  shank  with  the  right  hand 
(Fig.  30),  and  with  the  left  remove  silk  from  clip, 
and  take  a  turn  over  the  body  material  and 
towards  the  right.  Change  tying  silk  into  right 
hand,  and  take  another  turn  towards  the  right 
and  over  the  body  material.  Fasten  the  silk  in 
clip,  and  cut  away  hanging  strip  of  body  material. 
Wind  ribbing  tinsel  carefully  in  open  spiral 
turns,  fasten  with  tying  silk,  and  cut  away  end 
by  same  procedure  as  was  used  in  fastening  and 


cutting  away  end  of  body  material.  Fasten  silk 
in  clip. 


Fig.  31. 


Now  select  a  wing  or  tail  feather  from  which  to 
prepare  wings.  Cut  away  a  piece  of  the  feather  web 
about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  broad,  i.e.,  of  twice 
the  breadth  of  which  the  wings  are  to  be.  Hold  the 
severed  web  in  both  hands  in  the  position  shown 
(Fig.  32),  and  move  either  hand  very  slightly  in 
the  dii-ection  indicated  by  the  an-ow  placed  next 
it.  The  pressure  of  the  fingers  on  the  web  should 
be  very  light  during  the  movement,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  movement  one  hand  should  be  removed. 
Then  take  hold  again  with  this  hand  and  repeat 
the  process,  this  time  removing  the  other  hand. 
Continue  in  like  fashion,  occasionally  pausing  to 
stroke  the  fibres  out  sti-aight,  until  from  the  form 
A  (Fig.  .')2)  the  web  assumes  the  form  B. 


Fig.  32. 


The  fibres  should  be  carefully  stroked  together 
where  they  threaten  to  separate. 

Now  double  the  web  as  shown  in  the  figure, 
leaving  the  light  or  dark  side  outermost,  according 
to  choice. 

The  wings  are  now  ready  to  be  tied  in.  They 
should  be  taken  by  the  roots  between  the  finger 
and  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  and  laid  on  edge 
along  the  iipper  side  of  shank  of  the  hook, 
so  that  their  length  may  be  correctly  appor- 
tioned. 

Then  place  the  tips  of  the  left  finger  and  thumb 
on  either  side  of  the  hook-shank  and  wings,  so  as 
to  hold  the  latter  in  position. 


Fig.  33. 

The  iowcr  half  of  (he  figure  illustrates  the  po-ition  of  the  lines 
A  B  and  X  Y  on  the  left  foreflnger.  It  will  he  understood 
that  the  portion  of  the  forefinger  is  not  shown  in  its  proper 
position  nor,  of  course,  in  its  proper  relative  size. 

Remove  silk  from  clip  with  the  right  hand. 
Then,  opening  the  left  thumb  and  forefinger  a 
little  at  the  tips  by  concentrating  the  pressure  on 
the  line  A  B  (Fig.  33),  pass  the  silk  up  between 


the  tip  of  the  thumb  and  near  wing,  and  hold  it 
taut  for  a  moment  perpendicularly  above  the 
shank.  Now  concentrate  the  pressure  of  the  left 
thumb  and  forefinger  on  the  line  X  Y  (Fig.  .33), 
and  pass  the  tying  silk  down  between  the  off  wing 
and  the  tip  of  the  left  forefinger.  Now,  pressing 
with  the  left  thumb  and  forefinger  on  both  tying 
silk  and  wings,  draw  down  the  tying  silk  slowly 
and  firmly  with  the  right  hand,  thus  contracting 
the  stumps  of  the  wings,  and  binding  them  on 
the  upper  surface  of  the  shank.  Pass  the  silk 
two  or  three  more  times  around  the  stumps  of  the 
wings  to  secure  the  latter  more  completely  before 
removing  the  pressure  of  the  left  forefinger  and 
thumb.  Fasten  silk  in  clip,  and  trim  away  the 
exposed  stumps  of  the  wings  with  the  scissors. 


Fig.  34. 


When  dressing  flies  to  gut  or  on  down-ejei 
hooks  this  is  quite  an  easy  matter,  but  when 
dressing  on  up-eyed  hooks  it  is  more  difficult. 
In  this  latter  case  the  simplest  plan  within  my 
experience  is  as  follows  :  Hold  the  scissors  on  the 
right  forefinger  and  thumb,  but  with  the  blades 
pointing  inwards  towards  the  elbow.  Now  set 
the  points  astride  the  stumps  of  the  wings  and 
upper  side  of  the  shank,  and,  holding  the  wings 
between  the  left  forefinger  and  thumb,  draw  the 
scissors  upwards,  at  the  same  time  compressing 
them,  so  as  to  cut  away  as  much  of  the  stumps 
as  possible.  Repeat  the  operation  as  often  as 
may  be  necessary. 

XoTE. — I  append  sketches  of  a  dun  {the  last  state  but 
one  of  the  upwing  fly  familiar  to  us  all)  and  of  a  spinner 
(the  complete  and  reproductive  state  of  the  same  fly), 
a  he  two  sketches  (A  and  B,  Fig.  23)  published  last  week 
are  unsatisfactory,  as  they  do  not  illustrate  the  chief 
distinctive  features  nor  the  correct  proportions  of  duns 
and  spinners. 


It 


The  wings  of  a  dun  are  more  or  less  opaque,  and  are, 
for  the  most  part,  well  imitated  by  the  feathers  nsnally 
employed.  The  wings  of  a  spinner,  on  the  contrary,  are. 
a?  a  rule,  like  films  of  crystal,  fither  smooth  or  frosted 
(as  it  were)  to  give  an  effect  which  might  perhaps  bj 
described  as  "  scaly  sheenicess." 

To  the  best  of  my  judgment,  the  proportions  important 
to  fly  dressers  of  these  upwings  appear  somewhat  as 
follows  : 

Of  both  dun  and  spinner  the  length  of  the  wings  front 
base  to  tip  is  equal  to  the  total  length  of  head,  thorax,  and 
abdomen  (body). 

Of  a  dun  the  length  of  the  whisks  is  to  the  total  length 
of  head,  thorax,  and  abdomen,_as  7  to  G,  approximately. 

In  a  spinner  this  same  ratio  is,  approximately,  as  "  to  4. 

Athenian. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  FLY  DRESSER'S  BIRDS 
(WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS)  .f 

(Continued  from  page  151.) 


By  G.  E.  M.  S. 
^  *  Peewit  or  Lapwing  (Green  Plover)  (Figs. 
72  to^  74).— The  crest,  or  topping,  of  this  bird 
(Fig.  72)  is  used  as  a  hackle,  and  a  number  of 
useful  hackles  are  obtained  from  the  neck,  breast 
and  from  back  and  rump  of  the  bird  (Fig.  73)' 
and  from  the  scapular  feathers  (Fig.  74).  Obtain- 
able of  poulterers  in  any  quantity. 

**  Pheasant,  Cock  (Figs.  75  to  77).— This 
beautiful  bird  is  one  of  the  fly  dresser's  stand- 
bys.  The  metallic  dark  blue-green  feathers  of 
the  neck  (Fig.  75)  are  used  for  small  hackled 
flies,  and  for  legs  for  small  beetles.  The 
larger  feathers  immediately  below,  which  are 
^  colour,  with  tips  of   metallic  blue 

(tig.  76),  are  used  for  hackling  that  queer 
north  country  pattern,  the  Brackenclock,  or 
bunched  together  for  tags  in  lieu  of  Golden 
Pheasant's  tippet.  The  saddle  furnishes  soft 
whisks  of  a  greenish  brown  hue  (Fig.  77).  The 
tail  has  many  uses,  the  broad  part  of  the  side 
leathers  being  used  for  winging  Alders  and 
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to  front  May  FHes,  and  bits  of  the  smaller  tipped 
leathers  are  sometimes  used  as  tails  to  fancy 
patterns.  To  be  had  of  dealers  and  breeders 
only. 

Pheasant,  Poonah.— CurreU  used  to  dress  a 
large  Cinnamon  Sedge  with  a  wing  of  the  brown 
leather  from  the  tail  of  this  bird.  It  is  very  occa- 
sionally to  be  seen  for  sale  in  Leadenhall  Market 
lo  be  had  of  dealers  and  breeders  only 

PiET.— See  Magpie. 

.^^'^'^^N,  WooD.-This  bird  alfords  a  number 
ot  beautiful  blue  feathers  of  colours  that  look 
admirable,  whether  one  resorts  to  neck  or  wing 
or  back.  But  there  is  a  harshness,  a  stifCness  and 
opacity,  and  a  tendency  to  split  about  the 
leathers,  which  are  characteristics  common  to  the 
leathers  of  all  the  pigeon  tribe,  rendering  them 
very  disappointing  to  the  dresser.  Still,  they  are 
given  m  some  of  the  books,  and,  without  recom- 
mending them,  the  writer  feels  bound  to  give 
them.  For  all  purposes  for  which  the  lighter 
coloured  feathers  of  the  woodpigeon  can  be  used 
the  feathers  of  the  common  gulls  and  the  sea 
swaUows  are  greatly  to  be  preferred.  Easily 
procurable. 

Pigeon.  Domestic,  and  other  VaeiBtibs 
—The  hackle  from  the  glossy  neck  of  a  ruddy 
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Pink.— See  Chaffinch. 

Plover,  Bastard.— See  Lapwing. 

Plover,  Green.— See  Golden  Plover ;  see  also 
Lapwing. 

Plover,  Golden.— See  Golden  Plover. 

Plover,  Whistling.— See  Golden  Plover. 

Plover,  Yellow.— See  Golden  Plover. 

*  Ptarmigan,— This  bird  in  its  white  plumage 
IS  i^iseful  for  winging  all  white  winged  flies,  such 
as  the  Coachman.  The  primaries  are  too  coarse. 
The  secondaries,  however,  and  the  larger  of  the 
other  feathers  of  the  wing,  are  serviceable  for 
these  purposes.  To  be  had  in  its  season  of  every 
poulterer. 

Ptet.— See  Magpie. 

Quail. — There  are  a  number  of  seemingly  nici 
hackles  to  be  had  from  neck,  wing,  back,  and 
body  of  this  beautiful  little  bird ;  but  they  do 
not  seem  to  be  used  or  even  quoted  as  useful  in 
any  book  ;  and  if  some  had  not  been  sent  to  the 
author  by  a  well-known  Scotch  angler,  I  should 
not  have  included  this  bird  in  this  list.  To  bej 
had  of  any  good  poulterer. 

Red-Legged  Daw.— See  Chough. 

Redstart.- The  tail  of  this  bird  is  quoted  bj, 
some  author  (whose  name  has  escaped  noting^ 


Phewit. 
Fig.  72. — Topping. 


Cock  Pheasant. 
Pig.  75.  Pig. 


Fig.  73.— Rump.       Fig.  74 .— Scipular, 


similar  patterns,  and  the  centre  feather  providing 
herls  for  ribbing  or  dubbing  bodies,  and  whisks 
for  May  Flies.  The  secondaries  abound  in 
leathers  suitable  for  dressing  March  Browns  and 
Sedges.    To  be  had  of  any  poulterer. 

**  Pheasant,  Hen  (Fig.  78).— This  bird  is 
nearly  as  useful  as  her  lord  and  master.  Similar 
leathers  from  the  wing  and  tail  are  of  service 
mainly  for  March  Browns,  the  tail  in  particular 
being  very  rich.    Some  of  the  scapular  and 
breast  feathers  look  tempting  for  hackles,  but  ' 
they  are  seldom  used.    The  breast  feathers  may  i 
b«  used  as  front  hackles  for  floating  May  Flies  '< 
1  h  -re  is  a  feather  under  the  wing  (Pfg.  78)  which  ' 
the  late  Mr.  G.  S.  Marryat  used  to  consider  the  best  ' 
wing  lor  the  female  March  Brown.  ! 

*  Pheasant,  Golden.  —  The  big,  arched 
centre  tail  feather  of  this  bird  is  the  only  one  of 
use  to  the  small  fly  dresser.  The  feather  is  beau- 
titully  marbled  with  brown  and  black,  and  single 
strands  containing  these  colours  are  wound  to 
lorm  the  bodies  of  the  Spring  Black  Gnat,  as  an 
alternative  to,  or  improvement  in,  strands  of 
turkey  tail.    The  breast  feather  of  the  hen  is  used 

t  The  tingle  asterisk  points  out  what  the  author  thinks 
neceesiry  for  a  good  all-round  modern  collection ;  the 
Uoubie  asterisk  {hose  which  no  fly  dresser  should  be 


brown  pigeon  is  used  for  a  Derbyshire  pattern 
called  the  Whistler.  The  wings  of  white  varieties 

Hen  Pheasant. 


Fig.  78. — Under  wing. 


cin  be  used  for  the  Coachman  and  other  white 
winged  flies.  But  see  remarks  under  "Pigeon, 
Wood." 


Fig.  77. 


for  a  wing.  No  other  use  for  the  bird,  which 
may  safely  be  omitted  from  the  amateurs 
collection. 

*  Redwing.— The  pinion  feathers,  primary 
and  secondary,  of  this  bird,  make  a  very  nice  wing, 
and  there  are  some  likely  looking  hackles  of  a 
ruddy  hue  underneath  the  wing,  and  some  nice 
brown  dun  shoulder  hackles.  David  Foster  and 
some  of  the  north  country  dressers  use  the  wings. 
This  bird  comes  in  flocks  in  winter  at  the  same 
time  as  the  fieldfare. 

Robin,  American.— Hofland  gives  a  dressing 
of  the  Iron  Blue  Dun  winged  with  the  tail  of  this 
bird,  which  is  of  a  bluish  colour. 

Rook  or  Ceo w.— There  are  feathers  in  tie 
wing  of  this  bird  which  are  of  occasional  use  to 
the  fly  dresser.  Theakston  gives  a  dressing  of 
the  Blue  Spinner  or  Gnat  hackled  with  rool— but 
not  indicating  more  precisely  what  part  of  the 
bird  to  use.  Probably  the  young  birds  which  are 
shot  in  the  spring  to  provide  rook  pie  are  the 
best,  as  their  plumage  is  comparatively  soft.  Tho 
secondaries  close  to  the  body  seem  the  most 
workable  part.  The  roots  of  the  quill  feathers 
cut  off,  soaked  in  hot  water,  and  split,  make  glossy, 
clear  wings  for  spinners.  This  is  "  Athenian's  " 
tip. 

{To  he  continued.) 
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IMITATION  CORIX^,  SHRIMPS,  &c. 

_We  are  glad  to  hear  from  Mrs.  Richardson,  of 
67,  High-street,  Kingston-on-Thames,  that  she  is 
taking  to  the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  at  the  West- 
minster Aquarium,  a  very  large  show  of  her 
capital  trout  and  other  flies.  Mrs.  Richardson's 
illness  last  year  unfortunately  prevented  her 
executing  many  orders,  which,  she  fears,  offended 
some  customers  who  did  not  know  the  cause. 
Novelties  which  fly  fishers  will  flock  to  her  stall 
to  see  are  Mr.  Charles  Walker's  dressings  of 
Corixae.  The  following  copy  of  a  circular  Mrs. 
Richardson  sent  us  will  explain  what  is  claimed 
for  Mr.  Walker's  novelties  : 

"Me.  Charles  Walker's  Corix.e. 

"Mauy  species  of  the  family  of  Corixas  live  ia  British 
waters.  They  vary  ia  size  from  the  Corixa  geoffroy,  whieh 
is  about  half  an  inch  long,  to  less  than  half  that  size,  as 
la  the  case  of  the  Corixa  saldbergi.  These  insects  inhabit 
still  or  sluggish  waters  where  weeds  are  more  or  less 
abundant,  and  are  taken  very  freely  by  trout. 

"  The  imitation,  which  tills  very  well,  should  be  used  in 
pools,  backwaters,  and  any  part  of  a  river  where  there  is 
but  little  current.  It  should  be  allowed  to  sink  and  then 
drawn  through  the  water  in  short,  sharp  jerks.  It  may 
be  us:d  with  success  after  April  1  all  through  the  season. 
"  Freshwater  Shrimp  (Grammarus  pulex). 

"  The  shrimp,  which  is  very  similar  to  its  cousin  the 
sand  hopper,  inhabits  both  rapid  and  slow  waters.  Its 
imitation  must  be  used  as  a  wet  fly,  and  should  be  fished 
across  and  down  stream,  The  natural  shrimp  varies 
much  in  colour  according  to  its  surroundings.  It  is 
sometimes  pale  yellow,  sometimes  reddish  brown,  and 
sometimes  almost  black. 

"  The  models  of  these  flies,  which  were  invented  by  Mr. 
Walker,  have  been  placed  by  him  in  our  hands  only,  and 
are  not  held  by  anyone  else  in  the  trade, 

"Dry  Flies  Dressed  according  to  Mr.  Charles 
Walker's  Patterns. 
_  "  Mr.  Walker  discovered  that  dry  flies  with  their  wings 
m  the  position  of  those  of  the  natural  fly,  killed  infinitely 
better  than  imitations  with  the  wings  in  an  unnatural 
position.  He  has  placed  the  models  of  the  following 
patterns  in  our  hands  : 

"Alder  Ply  {Sialis  lutaria),  Blae-bottle  {Calliplwra 
crijthrocephala).  Green-bottle  (Lucilia  aesar),  House  Fly 
{Musca  corvina).  Black  Gaa,t{Bibio  Johanni.<),  Hawthorne 
Fly  {Bibio  marci),  Cowdung  (Scatopltaga  stercoraria), 
Curses  (fcur  patterns),  Grannom  {Brachycenfrui^ 
.nubilis),  Sand  Fly  (described  by  Ronalds),  Eed  Sedge 
(Phrganea  striata),  Welshman's  Button  (Sericostoma 
personatiiit) ,  Brown  Silverhorns  {Nofidobia  ciiiaria), 
Willow  Fly  {Leuctra  geniculata),  YeUow  SaUy 
{Chloropcda)." 

Mrs.  Richardson  has  sent  us  samples  of  most  of 
the  above,  and  nothing  could  be  better  as  far  as 
the  making  goes,  but  we  cannot  say  that  we  think 
many  of  the  patterns  sent  us  are  an  improvement 
on  standard  dressings.  In  fact,  our  experience 
with  flies  dressed  with  the  wings  flat,  like  a  blue- 
bottle or  house  fly's  wings  are  when  at  rest,  is 
that  they  do  not  answer  nearly  so  well  as  when 
dressed  in  the  ordinary  way,  even  when  the  actual 
wings  of  the  flies  are  used,  as  in  Mr.  Joseph 
Richardson's  (111,  Judd-street,  King's-cross,  N.) 
most  clever  flies.  The  most  successful  were  the 
flat-winged  midges— the  wings  made  of  strips  of 
pike  scale,  dressed  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall.  Some 
lovely  alders  made  in  this  way  by  Mi-s.  Richardson 
a  year  or  two  ago  proved  quite  disappointing. 
All  the  same,  we  advise  fly  fishers  to  look  at  these 
patterns,  and  pick  out  some  for  trial. 

As  regards  the  most  cleverly  made  Corixte, 
we  must  say  we  do  not  believe  that  they  are 
"  very  freely  taken  by  trout,"  and  should  like  to 
have  Mrs.  Richardson's  authority  for  the  state- 
ment. We  have  never  found  them  in  trout  or 
seen  trout  take  them,  and  we  note  that  Mr. 
Frederic  M.  Halford,  in  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  says 
he  had  only  twice  found  one  in  a  trout. 
_  The  freshwater  shrimp  is  a  much  better  imita- 
tion than  some  we  have  seen.  It  would,  of  course, 
be  poaching  to  use  this  on  any  water  where  fly 
only  is  allowed. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  society 
will  be  held  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel  on 
March  23,  at  7.30  p.m.  Members  are  reminded 
that  all  communications  under  the  rules  for 
election  of  officers  and  committee  must  reach 
me  here  in  writing  not  later  than  Wednesday, 
March  0.  Charles  S.  Pattekson. 

.  (H.on.  Sec,  pro  tern.) 

11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C., 
March  3,  1898. 


MESSRS.    FARLOW'S  NEW 
CATALOGUE. 

Among  the  novelties  in  the  1898  edition  of  the 
catalogue  of  Messrs.  Charles  Farlow  and  Co, 
Ltd.,  191,  Strand,  we  notice  a  chamois  leather 
cast  pouch — a  very  useful  thing — made  in  two  sizes 
for  salmon  and  trout  casts.  It  is  claimed  that  the 
natural  grease  moisture  of  the  chamois  leather 


Chamois  Leather  Pouch. 

protects  and  preserves  the  suppleness  of  gut, 
and  certainly  some  of  the  most  careful  anglers  we 
know  keep  their  gut  and  casts  in  what  is  known 
as  "  wash "  leather,  and  doubtless  real  chamois 
would  be  better  still. 

Another  novelty  in  the  mounting  of  prawn 
tackles  is  the  shotted  '•  Dee  "  prawn  tackle,  Mr. 


Farlow's  Shotted  "Dee"  Pea^^-n  Tackle 


Walter  Farquhar's  pattern,  which  is  very  clearly 
shown  in  the  illustration. 

Dry-fly  anglers  who  have  to  do  much  knee  work 
will  be  much  interested  in  Farlow's  "  Para  "  knee 
pad.  It  is  made  of  the  best  Para  rubber 
obtainable,  and  it  is  claimed  for  it  that  the 


Farlow's  "Para"  Knee  Pad. 

peculiar  shape  has  overcome  the  objection  to  most 
knee  pads,  while  its  softness,  durability,  and 
absolute  waterproof  qualities  cannot  be  questioned. 

The  "  Anti-Kinker "  is  intended  to  be  placed 
between  _  the  trace  and  line  to  prevent  the  line 
from  twisting  or  kinking  in  trolling,  where  a  lead 
on  the  trace  is  not  required.  The  "  Anti-Kinker  " 
is  quite  light,  being  made  of  zinc,  and  painted  a 
neutral  colour,  and  will  be  found  most  useful  for 


spinning  light  baits  and  in  water  where  you  must 
keep  your  bait  near  the  surface. 

Messrs.  Farlow  have  a  splendid  connection 
among  officers  of  our  Indian  army  who  go  in  foi- 
angling  for  mahseer,  Camatic  carp,  &c.,  and  we 
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Farlow's  "Anti-Kinker." 

are  glad  to  see  they  undertake  to  supply  all  the 
tackle,  &c.,  recommended  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas 
in  the  new  edition  of  his  "  Rod  in  India." 

We  have  pleasure  in  once  more  recommending 
to  our  readers  this  most  useful,  well  illustrated, 
and  handy  catalogue  of  first  class  fishing  rods 
and  tackle. 


"  SUBERIT 


CORK  FISHING 
GRIPS. 


ROD 


Messrs.  Charles  Gould  and  Co.,  bi,  New 
Oxford-street,  London,  have  sent  us  some  samples 
of  Hagemann  and  Co.'s  patent  "  Suberit  "  com- 
pressed cork  handles  for  fishing  rods.  Handles 
of  the  same  material  have  been  very  extensively 
used  for  bicycle  grips,  and  it  seems  to  us  that 
"  Suberit "  has  a  great  future  before  it.  The 
material  is  cork,  finely  ground,  and  then  solidified 
under  great  pressure,  and  with  some  special 
cement,  which  makes  the  cork  quite  watei-proof . 
Fishing  rod  makers  should  make  a  note  of  this 
new  grip. 


NEW 


FISH    NAMED  AFTER 
A.  N.  CHENEY. 


MR. 


_The_  United  States  Commission  of  Fish  and 
Fisheries  have  named  a  new  species  of  fish  after 
Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney.  State  fish-culturist  of 
New  York,  in  recognition  of  his  valuable  con- 
tributions to  our  knowledge  of  the  food  and  game 
fishes  of  that  State.  Fifteen  examples  of  this 
interesting  darter  were  obtained  July  18,  1894,  by 
Messrs.  Evermann  and  Bean  in  the  Racket  river, 
near  Norfolk,  St.  Lawrence  County,  New  York. 
It  did  not  seem  to  be  very  common,  as  only 
fifteen  were  caught. 


THE  NATURALIST'S  DIRECTORY 
FOR  1898. 


We  have  received  from  Mr.  Upcott  Gill,  of  170, 
Strand,  a  copy  of  this  useful  little  volume.  It 
contains  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  best 
known  naturalists,  as  well  as  a  note  of  their 
specialities,  and  can  hardly  fail  to  be  of  assistance 
to  those  for  whom  it  was  primarily  intended. 
Price  One  Shilling. 


Rods  to  Let  on  the  Test.— It  is  not  often 
that  "  Rods  to  Let "  are  advertised  for  the  Test 
near  Whitchurch,  but,  as  wiU  be  seen  from  oui- 
advertising  columns  this  week,  six  rods  are  wanted 
for  a  stretch  of  water  there.  Particulars  can  be 
had  by  writing  to  Capt.  Graham  Gordon,  37, 
Golden-square,  London,  W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
An  extraordinary  general  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Cannon-street  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  March  2,  at  8  p.m., 
to  adopt  new  rules,  R.  Biddulph  Martin,  Esq.,  M,P., 
ia  the  chair.  The  first  five  rules  were  passed  without  dis- 
cussion. Rule  C,  dealing  with  the  vn'form  tnbscription, 
had  two  amendments,  both  of  which  were  passed  ;  the 
last  and  most  important,  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Close, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Mark  Dav;?,  only  finding  sev^n 
supporters.  Rule  6,  with  one  veibil  alteration,  was  then 
passed,  though  it  must  ho  noted  that  members  now  paying 
OS.  6d.  will  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  extra  5s.  till  next 
year. 

Rale  8  had  sn  important  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Sim  mons,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke,  which  ran 
as  follows:  To  add  after  the  word  "nominated"  Ihe 
following,  "  No  member  cf  any  other  angling  ass-ciation 
concerning  itself  with  sea  fishing  CDucessions  shall  bo 
eligible  to  serve  upon  the  committee." 

Jlr.  Clabke  said  :  It  seemed  tohim  that  one  man  could 
not  serve  two  masters,  and  that  a  gentleman  who  was 
engage i  upon  the  committee  of  such  an  angling  association 
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would  not  be  able  to  sit  on  their  committee  and  do  the 
work  sitisfactorily.  He  bad  therefore  become  a  seonder 
of  this  proposed  amendment,  and  hoped  it  would  be 
carried. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  said  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Anglers'  Association  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  and  now 
he  felt  that  in  his  position  as  hon.  treasurer  of  that  body 
he  was  iu  direct  opposition  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society.  He  could  have  given  information  to  the  com- 
mittee, but  would  not  do  so  because  it  was  information 
about  the  Anglers'  Association.  He  had  therefore 
resigned  his  position  on  that  body.  (Applause.) 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said:  I,  for  one,  would  like  to 
say  to  you  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  proposers 
of  this  amendment  that  they  should  debar  members  who 
were  members  of  other  angling  societies.  What  they 
wanted  was  to  arrange  so  that  a  man  should  do  his  work 
for  the  best  interest  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers.  The 
hon.  secretary  continued,  that  as  long  as  the  gentlemen 
who  were  do'ng  excellent  work  as  regards  freshwater 
fishing  conflDed  themselves  to  their  proper  sphere, 
namely,  the  looking  after  of  freshwater  interests,  they 
would  be,  as  they  already  had  been,  benefited  by  having  on 
their  committee  such  gentlemen  to  help  them.  But  when 
it  happens  that  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  have  a  real  casus  helli  against  members  of  other 
associations,  then  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  the 
gentlemen  who  have  brought  this  amendment  before  the 
meeting  were  perfectly  justified.  Mr.  Clarke  had  said  that 
it  was  impossible  to  serve  two  masters.  Continuing,  the 
hon.  secretary  said  they  had  got  four  stations  at  the 
present  moment,  but  if  they  had  every  member  of  their 
executive  working  and  doing  his  best,  they  would  have  not 
four,  but  forty  stations.  He  was  perfectly  tatisfied  they 
could  get  them  if  the  executive  would  show  the  energy  to 
work  lor  them  ;  but  if  their  energies  were  taken  up  in 
working  ifor  other  associations  on  similar  lines,  they  could 
not  be  doing  their  best  for  the  society.  The  amendment 
to  Rule  8  was  then  carried,  with  two  dissentients. 

The  Hon.  Secretary,  in  connection  with  Rule  14, 
said :  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  a  certain  gentle- 
man has  suggested  that  the  rules  for  the  government  of 
branches  should  be  put  amongst  the  rules  of  the  society. 
I  think  this  is  a  matter  which  might  be  very  well  left 
to  the  executive  committee.  I  wculd  much  rather  that 
the  gentleman  who  put  this  in  the  papers  would  have 
told  us  his  grievances  personally  at  this  meeting.  The 
rules  to  Rule  16  were  then  parsed. 

Mr.  Aflalo  said  :  With  reference  to  the  publioition  of 
the  annual  list  of  members,  I  have  no  wish  to  add  to  the 
secretary's  du  ies,  but  I  think  it  should  b3  a  rule  that  a 
list  of  members  thjuld  be  annually  published  and  sent  to 
every  member,  and  only  those  members  put  in  the  list  who 
have  paid  their  subscription ;  that  is,  who  are  eligible  to 
vote.  The  gentleman  who  seconded  this  suggestion  said 
not  only  members  who  are  entitled  to  vote  should  be  put 
in  the  list,  but  also  those  who  are  not  entitled  to  vote, 
because  they  had  as  members  of  the  society  several 
suffrageless  ladies. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  ;  It  is  a  question  of  expenditure. 
It  can  be  done  now  without  any  great  expense,  and  if  you 
are  going  to  have  every  one  of  these  names  published, 
when  the  members  reach  into  the  thousinds  the  expense 
of  publication  ^ill  become  very  great.  It  would  be  far 
better  to  leave  this.  It  will  be  done  by  the  executive  as  a 
matter  of  ccurse,  but  it  would  be  as  well  not  to  bind 
them. 

The  Chairman;  I  beg  to  move  the  following  resolu- 
tion: "That  the  rules  submitted  by  the  committee  as 
amended  at  this  meeting  be  and  hereby  are  adopted  as  the 
Only  rules  of  the  society  in  place  of  those  previously  in 
force,  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  Rule  6, 
present  members  piying  5s.  6d.  only  shall  not  be  ciUed 
Upon  to  piy  the  increased  subscription  until  Jan.  1,  1809." 

Mr.  Barrow  seconded,  and  the  motion  was  carried 
Unauimously. 

Mr.  MiNCHiN  :  Before  this  meeting  closes  I  propose  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  who  has  come  here  at 
(  onsiderable  inconvenience  to  himself,  and  the  time  he  is 
sparing  from  more  important  duties  is  being  sacrificed.  I 
am  sure  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  us  to  see  Mr.  R. 
iJiddulph  Maitin,  and  I  only  regret  that  we  do  not  see 
him  more  often. 

The  proposal  b.nng  seconded,  was  carried  unanimously 
amid  hearty  applause. 

The  Chairman  :  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  kind 
i;-ompliment  ycu  have  paid  me.  I  am  afraid  it  is  little  I 
can  do  for  the  benefit  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers,  but  I  will 
do  my  very  best  to  advance  their  interests.  I  assure  you 
it  has  given  me  great  pleasure  to  be  hero  to-night,  and  I 
Only  hops  that  I  shall  b3  present  at  other  meetings  of  the 
feociety  during  the  coming  year. 

The  crJinary  meeting  was  then  held,  Mr.  MoFea  in  the 
eliair. 

Several  members  reported  angling  experiencas,  including 
Messrs.  Clarke,  Browning,  Mojre,  Linfoot,  and  Julian. 

Mr.  Hussey  showed  a  specimen  of  flat  fish,  and  spoke  of 
Dutch  shrimps.  The  hen.  sec.  referred  to  the  fish  as  on 
the  slabs,  &o,,  th's  month. 

The  secretary  annoanced  that  arrangements  were  made 
to  supply  raw  mussels,  ready  shelled,  in  bladders,  for  bait. 

Mr.  Aflalo  stated  tlat  Mr.  C.  McPherson  supplied  soft 
crab  for  bait. 

Mr.  Aflalo  spoke  about  a  device  for  la,nding  fish  from  a 
high  s'agp,  consisting  of  three  hooks  with  the  barbs  filed 
cff,  leaded— not  unsportsmanlike. 

The  hon.  sec.  pointed  out  its  use  for  Deal  p'er  Cs'jing. 

Mr.  Julian  pointed  cu";  thath )  never  hid  any  difficulty  at 
Deal,  as  the  steps  were  avai'able  when  fishing  on  the 
lower  deck,  and  from  the  upper  desk  draw  fish  inshoie. 

The  hon.  secretary  stated  that,  a9_  the  book  was  being 
revised,  he  invited  members  to  ssnd  in  informitiop  about 
stations,  both  new  and  old,  esfecitlly  as  to  tariffs.  A 


member  suggested  that  our  agents  should  be  members  of 
the  society. 

A  member  asked  as  to  arrangemsnts  on  the  east  coast. 
The  subject  of  the  Scarborough  and  Yarmouth  branches 
was  mentioned,  and  the  hon.  sec.  said  that  the  matter 
would  be  dealt  with  almost  immediately  by  the  executive. 
He  further  mentioned  that  correspondence  about  fresh 
branches  was  in  progress. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  hon.  sec.  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  informed  them  of  the  work  in 
progress.    He  briefly  thanked  the  meeting. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  cbair  closed  the 
meeting. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS.  LOCHS,  k. 


 River  Reporters  who  ivant  forms  and  envelopes 

should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Ian?,  London.. 


Time  of  High  Water  In  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  ,at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  min,  for  Chelsea.  (-35  min.  for  Kew. 

4jijJ40   ,,     ,,    Putney.  a^,iJ^5   h     i-  Bichmond. 

)4.5  „  Hammersmith,  ■^*^'''>80  „  Twickenham, 
(50   ,,     ,,    Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later.  - 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge, 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Mar.    '<   —    o  23 

Sunday,        ,,     li    0.49    1.10 

Monday,       „     7    1.29    1.47 

Tuesday,       .,     8    2.  4    2.20 

Wednesday,  ,,     !l    2.36    2.62 

Thursday,     „  10    3.  8    3.24 

Friday,         „  11    3.41    3.69 

•High  Water  at  Ambkrlby  anb  Pdlborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Mar.  5    U.40    1.  3 

Sunday,        „     li    1.29    1.50 

Monday,       ,,     7    2,  9    2  27 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley 
Pulborougii  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— There  does 
not  appear  much  prospect  of  anything  being  done  in  the  way 
of  angling  this  season.  I  am  informed  that  jack  and  perch 
at  the  present  time  are  so  full  of  spawn  they  are  not  at  all 
on  the  feed,  and  it  is  not  desirable  there  should  be  any 
attempts  made  to  catch  them.  The  mild  weather  has  made 
the  fish  very  early,  and  it  has  for  some  time  been  a  pity  to 
angle  for  them.  It  also  appears  there  is  no  hope  for  the 
removal  of  the  barren  swans  during  the  spawning  of  the 
perch,  and  all  efforts  have  proved  futile  in  that  direction. 
I  felt  sure  from  the  plain,  straightforward  way  in  which 
this  was  met  last  year  there  would,  be  no  chance  for  any 
further  application  unless  the  expenses  wera  covered  by 
those  who  made  it.  The  great  efforts  that  were  made  last 
year  in  seeking  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Council  and 
other  bodies  did  not  accomplish  the  deaired  result,  and 
it  was  generally  understood  that  some  movement 
would  be  made  of  a  legislative  character.  There 
is  the  necessity  now,  which  has  been  done  in  years  gone 
by,  of  protecting  the  ova  by  means  of  wire  netting  and  of 
paid  watching.  When  old  George  Hone  was  living  he 
regarded  himself  responsible,  as  a  liver  keeper  and 
fisherman,  for  the  safety  of  the  spawn  at  Walton  Sale, 
and  since  his  death  his  son  has  been  employed  as  a  paid 
watcher.  I  have  myself  made  personal  visits  to  the  well 
known  places  which  are  generally  used  for  spawning 
purposes.  There  is  also  the  coming  neijessity  of  protecting 
the  spawn  of  the  roach  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river, 
and  the  plan  suggested  and  adopted  by  the  late  Mr.  A.  J. 
Little,  when  a  member  of  the  clommittee  of  the  T.A..P.S., 
was  always  found  most  effective  for  that  purpose.  The 
dace  are  still  on  the  move,  and  will  soon  accomplish  their 
work.  Only  a  little  over  another  week  and  the  general 
angling  season  will  come  to  a  termination,  and  then  the 
trout  fishers  will  be  looking  forward  to  their  monopoly  of 
the  river  for  getting  amongst  the  trout,  and  which  fish 
have  recently  indicated  their  existence  in  the  metropolitan 
stream. — B. 

  (Datchet). — John  Keene  writes  :  "  The  water  is 

very  low  and  bright,  and  the  rcasli  are  feeding  fairly  well. 
He  has  been  out  one  day  with  Mr.  Shepherd,  who  creeled 
161b.  of  roach  and  chub ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Wilson, 
251b.  of  roach  and  chub;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Mason, 
18Ib.  of  roach  ;  and  on  other  days,  with  Mr.  Phippsand 
Kemptoa  Cannon,  who  have  been  taking  each  day  three 
and  four  dozen  of  roach,  many  of  the  fish  weighing  from 
lib.  to  21b.  each  ;  the  largest  brace,  caught  by  Mr.  Phipps, 
weighing  31b.  lOoz." — B. 

 (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne  says : 

"  There  are  still  a  great  quantity  of  dace  heading  np  to 
Hampton  Court,  and  the  punts  are  creeling  about  seven 
and  eight  dozen  a  day.  We  are  doing  nothing  with  the 
jack  aid  perch,  as  they  are  quite  a  month  earlier,  and  full 
of  spawn,  and  will  not  feed  a  bit." — B. 

  (Henley). — Angling  has  been  very  quiet  in  this 

district  during  the  pi?t  fortnight,  the  weather  being  all 
against  those  who  have  ventured  out.  The  foUowiogare 
the  priucipal  takes :  On  Saturday  last,  Mr.  Moore,  a 
London  angler,  had  a  nice  chub  weighing  41b.  lloz,, 
whilst  roach  fishing.  On  the  24th  ult.,  Mr.  Morton,  out 
with  Arlett,  181b.  of  g  )od  roach,  and  one  pike,  41b.  ;  and 
the  next  afternoon  the  same  gentleman  took  IGlb.  roach. 
On  the  2()th  ult.,  Mr.  Johnstone,  with  Arlett,  one  pike, 


41b.  On  the.  27th  ult.,  Mr.  Cousens,  a  local  angler,  with 
Arlett,  made  a  fine  bag,  consisting  of  three  and  a  half 
dozen  perch,  and  a  pike  of  41b.  ;  Wm.  Vaughan  had  a  nice 
pike  between  71b.  and  81b.  ;  and  I  hear  of  a  nice  perch 
weighing  21b.  being  taken  at  Wargrave.  The  river  is 
now  in  capital  condition. — J.  W.  Read. 

 (Kingston).— J.  Knight,  one  day  with  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Stevenson,  three  and  a  half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Goodall,  two  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Charter,  fishing  from  a  private 
punt  at  Walton,  got  eighteen  chub,  the  largest  3Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Kempsteid  and  Mr.  Charter,  twelve  chub,  the  largest 
3 Jib. ;  Mr.  Bolton,  twelve  dozen  of  fine  dace. — B. 

  (Richmond).— The  report  is  that  the  anglers 

have  been  getting  some  nice  roach  and  dace. — B. 

  (Sunbury). — J.  Batty  one  day  creeled  some  nice 

chub.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  some  fine 
roach  and  dace,  and  the  water  is  in  good  condition. — B. 

 (Teddington).— W.  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

Nash,  ten  dozen  of  dace ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Edwards,  eight  dozen  of  dace. — B.  \ 

 (Twickenham). — John  Spong,  in  three  days,  30lb. 

of  roach  and  dace  and  nine  perch  (the  largest,  lilb.)  ; 
R.  Spong,  in  one  and  a  half  days,  121b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
H.  Spiers,  in  two  days,  201b.  of  roach  and  dace.  The 
other  boats  have  been  doing  fairly  well  viith  roach  and 
dace. — B. 

 (Windsor  District). — Cold  easterly  winds,  with 

occasional  showers,  have  prevailed  here,  keeping  many 
anglers  off  the  river.  Several  small  baskets  of  roach  have 
been  taken,  also  chub ;  of  the  latter  Mr.  F.  Sharratt,  of 
Surly  Hall,  one  day,  had  fifteen,  but  largest  only  about 
21b.  I  can  hear  of  no  jack  being  taken  here,  which  I 
attribute  to  snow  water,  having  myself  twice  spun  over 
two  most  likely  reaches  here  without  a  run,  and  the  water 
has  had  a  nasty  yellowish  tinge  about  it,  like  snow  bra'. 
At  Staines  I  saw  weighed  a  perfect  specimen  of  a  Thames 
chub,  in  grand  condition  and  perfectly  proportioned ;  it 
went  41b.  7oz.  The  fortunate  captor  was  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
38,  Church-road,  Southgate-road,  London,  who  also  had 
three  jack  and  a  nice  dish  of  roach.  His  fisherman  wa? 
C.  Hone,  better  known  as  "Otter"  Hone.  Should  rain 
and  snow  keep  off  and  the  wind  change  the  remaining  few 
days  of  the  season  .should  result  in  good  bags  of  chub,  jack, 
and  roach.— B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Axun  (Pulborongh).— The  river  on  Feb.  27  was  in 
in  fair  order,  and  although  but  few  visited  here  they 
obtained  a  fair  amount  of  sport,  though  the  heavy  after- 
noon rain  drove  some  to  shelter.  Mr.  Gowar  (of  the 
Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorials)  took  three  jack;  Mr. 
W.  Reynard  (of  the  CoUingwood),  one.  Mr.  H.  Allan, 
secretary  of  the  St.  Albans,  got  among  the  bream,  taking 
about  101b.  (largest  21b.).  Mr.  Donaldson,  one  roach  and 
one  bream,  31b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Kilby,  one  roach  of  about 
lib. ;  both  of  the  same  club.— W.  G.  Hollman. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach,  Cambridge).— 
Ten  minutes'  walk  to  Green  Man  Inn,  on  the  spot.  Daring 
the  week  the  weather  has  been  anything  but  favourable  for 
large  bags.  Several  anglers  out,  with  variable  sport  with 
the  roach.  The  pike  have  been  running  better ;  several 
had  each  side  of  the  locks,  as  well  as  the  Lode  opposite. 
This  is  all  free  water.  Navigable  riier.  Bank  angling 
very  clean.  Live  baits  on  the  spot  at  a  low  price.  Good 
angling  accommodation  at  the  ion.  Anglers  can  have  every 
advice  as  to  best  places  for  roach  or  pike  of  the  lock- 
keeper.  Boats  can  be  had  if  required.  G.B.  Railway 
service  very  convenient.  The  river  is  very  clean  for 
spinning. — John  O'George. 

Cornish  Streams.— Wednesday  was  the  opening  day 
for  the  rivers  within  the  Conservancy  district  of  the 
Tamar  and  Plym,  which  includes  many  first  class  trout 
streams.  Many  private  owners  of  fisheries  keep  their 
waters  quiet  for  a  week  or  two  longer  yet,  and  considering 
all  things  they  are  wise  in  doing  so.  March  1  was  a 
typical  day,  stormy  and  cold  in  the  morning,  with  bright 
intervals  in  the  afternoon.  Sport,  generally  speaking,  was 
only  fair,  and  the  trout  by  no  means  in  advanced 
condition.  The  remaining  rivers  in  Cornwall  open  for  i 
trout  on  the  16th  inst.— Bodmin.  1 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Although  sport  on  .| 
Tuesday  was  anything  but  brilliant,  a  number  of  rods  | 
were  on  the  river  for  the  opening  day.  Mr.  John  Edwards  1 
and  Dr.  Rogers,  of  Tuckenhay,  fished  the  Harbourne,  and  j 
the  former  succeeded  in  securing  a  basket  of  three  dozen.  * 
Mr.  H.  P.  Bennitt  and  Mr.  F.  Hole  were  amongst  those 
out,  but  the  takes  were  small.    Several  anglers  have 
arrived  in  Totnes  for  the  early  fishing,  and  prospects  are 
considered  good.    The  March  Browns  and  February  Reds 
are  the  best  flies.    At  Buckfastleigh  several  rods  were  on 
the  river,  and  also  on  the  moorland  waters.    The  first  haul 
of  the  nets  at  Totnes  Weir  resulted  in  a  catch  of  fifteen 
salmon  and  five  truff  ;  about  thirty  nice  fish  being  taken 
during  the  day.    It  is  thought  that  a  quantity  of  fish  hive 
been  prevented,  through  lack  of  water,  f  roin  going  higher 
up,  and  a  gentleman  interested  in  the  Uill  property  is 
being   proceeded  against  by  the  fishery  board  in  con- 
sequence.— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  March  1  was  none  too 
favourable  for  the  opening  of  the  streams,  and  the  heavy 
snow  of  last  week  was  all  against  good  sport.  Some  fair 
takes  of  trout  were  made,  however,  but  a  real  start  wiU 
scarcely  be  made  whilst  the  weather  is  so  unsettled.  Three 
dozen  from  a  tributary  of  the  Dart  is  the  be  st  basket  I 
have  heard  of.  The  Taw  and  Torridge  conservators  will 
again  prosecute  in  the  cases  under  their  new  bye-law, 
which  were  dismissed  by  the  magistrates.  The  Tiverton 
Fishing  Association  lost  £20  on  last  year's  working.  Mr. 
Bailey  a  week  or  so  since  killed  two  fine  pike  in  the 
Tiverton  Canal,  the  fish  weighing  together  381b.— 
Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.- Weather  has  not  been 
favourable  this  week,  and  we  have  not  heard  of  anything 
having  been  attempted.    A  new  fishing  club  has  been 
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formed  to  preserve  three  miles  of  water  on  tivo  of  the 
most  important  tributaries  of  the  Dove,  viz.,  the  Henmore, 
and  Bentley  Brook,  i.e.,  miles  on  each.  There  are  one 
or  two  vacancies  only,  most  of  the  tickets  having  heen 
taken  up.  Annual  subscription,  per  member,  is  20-". 
The  undersigned  is  the  hon.  sec.  (jpro  tern.). — W.  H. 
Foster. 

Bsk  (Wtitby).— Very  little  has  been  done  on  this 
river  during  the  past  week  or  two.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  fishing  in  the  tideway  for  pinkeys,  but  only  moderate 
sport  has  been  obtained.  Towards  the  end  of  last  week 
we  had  a  good  flood  down  the  river,  which  enabled  lots  of 
kelts  to  get  down  to  the  aea.  Several  were  seen  by 
watchers  coming  over  ths  weir  at  Kuswarp  on  Saturday. 
At  the  time  of  vsriting  the  weather  is  cold  and  stormy. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  The  river  is  running  in 
full  volume,  but  fear  snow  broth  plays  too  large  a  share  in 
the  rise.  But  for  this  the  opening  of  the  salmon  season 
t>day  (March  1)  would  be  most  promising,  as  the  river  is 
now  safBciently  high  to  allow  fish  to  reach  the  upper 
waters.  But  little  has  been  done  with  trout  since  the 
snowfall,  but  one  or  two  deceit  pike  up  to  Gib.  have  been 
accounted  for,  vrhilst  I  notice  a  Tiverton  pikeist,  Mr. 
Jarvis  Bailey,  was  recently  fortunate  enough  to  secure  a 
handsome  brace  of  201b.  and  221b.  in  an  afternoon  fisliing 
in  the  Tiverton  canal. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sontli  Lincolnshire  andCambs.). 
—The  frost  was  not  so  severe  at  the  week-end  as  seemed 
likely,  though  there  «  ere  traces  of  ic  3  on  most  of  the  drains 
in  the  morning,  but  it  vanished  soon.  Angling  really 
his  had  no  check  this  season.  TroUers  on  the  Forty-foot 
have  had  luck  here  and  there,  and  a  few  fish  of  decent  size 
have  been  landed  amongst  otheis.  The  same  may  be  slid 
of  other  noted  drains  and  of  the  Welland.  Roach  fishing 
is  now  about  over. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  waters  of  the 
Idle  and  Rjton  have  not  been  affected  by  the  frost. 
Roach  have  not  lean  feeding,  but  chub  have  been  ready 
for  anything.  A  few  have  been  noted,  otherwise  angling 
on  these  streams  his  been  a  blank.  Down  at  Rampton 
and  Laneham  a  few  roach  have  been  captured,  baskets 
running  to  161b.  or  171b.  A  few  pike  have  also  come  to 
hand,  but  they  have  run  small,  51b.  or  so. — L. 

Kent.— This  Westmoreland  river  and  its  tributaries 
opened  for  the  season  on  Wednesday.  Owing  to  the  very 
cold  weather,  varied  by  snow,  frost,  and  rain,  nothing 
worth  recording  has  been  done,  although  several  local 
disciples  cf  Izta'r  Walton  have  been  out. — W.  A. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills).— The  jack  are  feeding  well 
just  now.  Mr.  Towner,  of  London,  in  three  hours' 
fishing,  captured  five  fish  weighing  201b.  I  caught  twelve 
in  one  day  about  a  fortnight  ago— largest  81b.  Should 
any  angler  \isit  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  Mr.  Howes 
will  gladly  accompany  them.  The  trout  fishing  opens  on 
April  1,  and  there  are  some  fine  fellows  waiting  to  be 
captured,  up  to  51b.  and  61b.  each. — AV.  Howes. 

Lark  (Flempton,  &c.).— The  weather  still  continuea 
open,  although  rather  boisterous,  making  angling  very 
unpleasant.  The  time  is  getting  short  for  the  coarse 
fishing  season,  which  closes  on  the  15th  of  this  month. 
Anglers  who  want  specimen  roach,  chub,  &c..  must 
lose  no  time  now  in  trying  for  same.  Mr.  .J.  Hedg's 
on  the  _24th  ult.,  one  pike,  4ilb.,  and  lost  another.  The 
water  is  ia  fair  condition  after  the  rains  we  have  had, 
but  it  certainly  wants  a  good  flood  to  improve  sport  — 
A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lea— Cold  showers,  sleet,  and  high  winds  are  reported 
frDm  the  Lea  A  alley,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  it 
cannot  be  wondered  at  that  sport  has  shown  no  sign  of 
improvement.  In  the  Ware  district- where  the  water  is 
in  fair  order— some  nice  roach  up  to  lib.  each  have  baen 
taken  ;  bat,  generally  speaking,  those  fish  have  been  feed- 
iog  very  badly.  Pike  and  perch  also  seem  to  have  afforded 
poor  results.  I  would  here  remind  anglers  that  Monday, 
the  14th  inst.,  is  the  last  day  for  retaining  those  fish, 
the  close  season  for  them  openiog  on  the  following  day. 
No  sport  is  reported  from  the  Stort.— Izaak  W\lton 

Little  Onse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).- The  river  is 
now  (Feb.  28)  in  good  condition,  and  some  good  ba^s  of 
pike  have  been  taken.  Mr.  H.  Evans,  on  Feb?  27, 
canght  351b.  weight  of  pike ;  and  three  other  gentlemea 
caught,  on  the  same  day,  361b.  weight  of  pike.  Last 
week  Mr.  Barber,  corn  merchant,  Brandon,  caught,  on 
Feb.  22,  701b.  weight  of  pike  averaging  81b. ;  and  Mr. 
Tomhn,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  21,  four  pike  weighing  201b. 
Boats  and  baits  can  be  had  by  applying  to  Isaac  Rolph 
Ram  Hotel,  Brandon.— I.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  have  been  running  clear  and  a  nice 
level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  this 
week  has  been  changeable,  and  snow  has  been  had,  but 
his  not  inteifered  with  the  water,  which  is  in  order. 
Angling  has  been  rather  quiet  as  yet.  Trout  fishing 
opened  on  Wednesday,  and  the  fish  were  fairly  on  the 
move,  and  rose  at  the  fly,  but  few  rods  have  ventured 
out,  owing  to  the  cald  winds,  but  sport  will  be  good  in  a 
few  days,  and  good  lots  of  trout  should  be  landed  — 

b WYNNE. 

Lngrg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kinffsland).— Rivers 
appear  in  fair  order,  but  am  afraid  thsy  have  a  taint  of 
snow  water  in  them,  excepting  Pinsley,  which  is  in  good 
order,  and  ij  an  early  stream,  the  fish  in  more  forward 
condition  than  in  the  other  rivers.  Weathfr  is  very 
Doisterons  and  extremely  cold,  with  occasional  storms  of 
rain,  sleet,  or  srow.  When  warmer  the  best  flies  should 
be  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung,  Red 
Tag,  and  Male  WUlow.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Wene  (Peterborongh).— With  very  little  variation 
the  same  conditions  as  regards  the  weather  are  in  existence 
as_  reported  last  week  ;  but  in  one  day  a  few  hours'  fast 
rain  has  matenaUy  improved  matters,  and  the  river,  which 
naa  become  very  low,  has  now  more  water  in  it,  which 


still  retains  its  colour  satisfactorily  for  angling.  The 
weather,  taken  throughout  the  week,  what  with  the  biting 
C5ld  winds  and  slight  snowstorms  and  frosts  we  have 
experienced,  has  been  almost  too  severe  for  many  to  tuin 
out  except  the  most  sturdy;  but  sport  all  round  still 
remains  good.  Many  throughout  the  district  will  have 
heard  with  regret  of  the  death  (last  Friday)  of  Mr.  J.  B. 
Hensman,  solicitor,  of  Northampton,  in  his  siity-sixth 
year.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  an  ardent  lover 
of  the  piscatorial  art,  and  took  a  great  interest  in  the 
Nene  Angling  Club,  of  which  he  had  acted  as  secretary 
for  many  years. — E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— Considerable  snow 
falls  have  destroyed  our  hope  of  a  continuation  of 
favourable  conditions  for  grayling  fishing.  The  streams 
in  the  district  were  in  beautiful  trim,  notably  the  Dove, 
and  last  week  I  had  a  bit  of  dry  fly  fishing  below  Rocester. 
There  was  a  rise  of  spring  blacks  in  quiet  eddies,  and  both 
dace  and  grayling  were  feasting  on  tham.  I  managed  to 
bag  three  and  a  half  brace  to  a  tiny  imitation  called 
Earle's  Fancy.  Mr.  Garwood  tad  a  good  basket  of 
mixed  varieties,  including  perch  and  roach  approaching 
lib.  each ;  and  Mr.  Channer  had  a  nice  take  of  grayKng 
by  swimming  the  worm,  both  from  the  same  river.  A 
Burslem  club  member  took  a  brace  of  chub  from  the 
Trent  at  Armitage,  weighing  51b.  6oz.,  last  week.— F.  W. 
Dale. 

Otter  (Salterton).  — Fishing  on  the  Hon.  Mark 
Rolle's  water  opened  yesterday,  March  1,  and,  as  usual,  a 
t'oket  of  permission  is  attached  to  the  Rolle  Hotel  here. 
The  river  is  still  very  full  of  snow  water,  and  cannot  be 
said  to  look  very  tempting,  but  by  the  use  of  large  Blue 
Uprights  and  February  Reds  some  hungry  trout  may,  no 
doubt,  be  caught ;  but  the  river  would  be  better  left  alone 
until  the  fish  get  into  a  little  more  condition.  Cold 
N.W.  winds  hive  lately  prevailed. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— Water  in  first-rate  con- 
dition still,  but  the  rough  weather  we  have  had  this  week 
has  deterred  many  from  venturing  out,  the  largest  fish  I 
have  seen  here  being  only  71b.  since  Feb.  27.  It  is  now 
clearing  up  again,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport 
for  the  remainder  of  the  season. — A.  Scaed. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Mr.  A.  Dodson,  fishing  at 
the  Staunch  Pit,  took  a  nice  pike  of  121b.,  which  is  in 
the  hands  of  J.  Cooper  and  Sons,  London,  for  preservation. 
Ssveral  of  71b.,  81b.  and  91b.,  have  been  taken,  and  the 
water  is  in  splendid  condition.  We  have  arranged  for  our 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  to  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  April  20.— E.  Collinson. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  in  our  neighbourhood  were 
open  for  fishing  on  March  1,  and  a  good  number  availed 
themselves  of  the  event.  From  reports  I  have  received 
from  various  people  that  I  know  on  the  rivers,  they  seem 
to  be  in  very  fair  condition,  and  the  snow  is  nearly  all  gone. 
I  should  advise,  however,  fishing  in  the  valleys  for  a  few 
weeks,  until  the  weather  changes  a  little  warmer. — 
William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— The  heavy  storms  of  rain 
and  snow  have  so  discoloured  the  river  as  to  quite  prevent 
anglers  from  taking  advantage  of  the  opening  of  the  trout 
fishing  season.  This  is,  perhaps,  just  as  it  should  be,  for 
the  longer  angling  is  deferred  the  better  will  ba  the 
chances  of  the  general  run  of  anglers.  Fly  fishers  have 
especial  cause  for  satisfaction,  inasmuch  as  the  dead'y 
spinning  baits  will  be  kept  off  for  another  week  or  so.  In 
no  cas3  should  fishing  between  March  15  and  June  15  be 
practisedunless  the  board's  licence  or  "permit"  (which 
is  issued  in  conj auction  therewith)  be  procured. — Hafeen 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — All  these  streams  are  at  present  full  of  snow 
water,  and  totally  unfitted  for  angling,  and  the  only  catch 
worth  recording  is  that  of  one  of  the  keepers  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Pryce,  of  Pentre  Heilyn,  near  Llanymynech,  who 
a  few  days  ago  captured  a  pike  161b.  in  weight.  This  fish 
was  taken  in  the  Gutter  Pool,  about  midway  between 
Llanymynech  and  Llansantfraid. — Ytenwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suifolk).— Not  much  has  been  done 
during  the  past  week,  the  river  being  still  at  summer 
brightness.  A  few  decent  roach  have  been  taken,  gentles 
or  brown  paste  being  the  best  baits,  but  have  not  seen  or 
heard  of  any  heavy  catches.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken 
up  to  61b.  in  weight,  but  that  branch  of  sport  is  also  very 
slow.— W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— We  are 
nearing  the  end  of  the  season,  and  angling  prospects  are 
brighter.  The  roach  fishermen  are  now  having  their 
innings,  as  the  rivers  are  all  in  good  order  and  fish  feeding 
well.  Messrs.  Pain  and  Hall  have  taken  some  nice  fish 
from  the  Hansey  portion  of  the  Ouse,  some  fesv  roaoh 
weighing  lib.  Pike  are  quite  off  feed  in  this  water.  A 
few  days  since,  Mr.  Jefferies,  of  Lewes,  with  Mr.  Rook, 
the  keeper,  while  at  the  Cooksbridge  stream,  found  a  dead 
trout,  computed  at  between  81b.  and  91b.  The  Cuckmere 
river  and  the  Adnr  are  in  good  trim  for  reaching,  and  a 
few  small  pike  have  been  captured.  From  the  Rother,  in 
the  Selham  and  Midhurst  district,  pike  fishermen  have  had 
fair  sport.  The  heaviest  fish  notified  weighed  7|lb. 
Several  good  pike  have  also  been  taken  at  Fittleworth. 
Chichester  Canal  continues  to  yield  good  pike  fishing  with 
live  bait.  Fish  of  5ilb.,  4|lb.,  and  several  of  21b, 
have  been  taken  during  the  week.  Anglers  should  take 
advantage  of  the  few  days  left  for  operations.— George 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).  —  The  rivers  are  up  and  down, 
and  although  the  snow  did  not  remain  long  on  the  ground, 
the  livers  were  fishable,  and  some  fishermen  who  had 
courage  enough  in  the  cold  winds  to  go  out,  took  some 
nice  dishes  of  trout.  I  have  seen  two  or  three  catches  of 
a  dozen  each,  which  were  in  fine  and  good  condition.  All 
the  rivers  are  now  open,  and  should  the  wmd  go  down, 
and  the  hail  and  snow  keep  off,  fishing  will  be  in  good 
ssving.  Flies  killing  :  J31ue  Upright,  Half  Stone,  and 
Rusty  Blue.— Rusty  Game. 


Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  is  stil 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  notwithstanding  the  falls  of 
raia,  hail,  and,  on  Tuesday  night,  snow,  which  soon  dis- 
appeared. March  came  in  like  a  lion,  but  it  changed  on 
Wednesday,  the  opening  day  for  trout  fishing,  and,  with 
the  exemption  of  a  strong  wind  at  times,  the  weather  was 
fine,  with  the  sun  shining  brightly,  and  the  trout  were 
inclined  to  move  at  the  fly.  Angling  was  rather  quiet, 
although  a  few  rods  ventured  out  to  have,  as  they  said. 
"  the  first  go  at  tlie  trout."  But  sport  was  limited,  and 
only  a  few  fish  were  taken,  they  being  in  fairly  good  con- 
dition, and  point  to  the  mild  winter.  We  may  now  look 
forward  to  some  good  fish  being  taken  with  fly  and  worm. 
The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  Blue  Dun,  February  Red, 
Palmers,  and  Red  Ant.  For  bottom  fishing  worm  and 
maggot  should  be  best.  Grayling  are,  tj  all  appearance, 
gone  off,  as  none  have  been  caught  of  late.  On  Wednes- 
day afternoon  three  trout  were  caneht  under  Whitciifle 
with  Febrnary  Red  atd  Blue. — S.  LuPLOW, 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  has  been 
visited  with  falls  of  snow  and  rain  at  the  early  part  of  this 
week  ;  but  it  cleared  up  and  turned  fine  for  the  first  day  of 
the  trout  fishing  season  (Wednesday),  and  the  water  was 
in  fair  order  for  angling.  A  cold  wind  was  blowing,  and 
very  little  fishing  has  been  done  as  yet.  The  trout  are 
moving  at  the  fly,  and  if  the  weather  takes  up  warm  some 
good  lots  of  fish  will  be  landed  in  this  part,  as  there  are 
plenty  of  good  fish  hero. — Woecester. 

Welland  (Deeping  St.  James).— Very  good  sport 
has  bean  had  amongst  the  pike  in  the  Welland  lately. 
Mr.  Charity,  fishing  at  the  High  Locks,  landed  one  day 
last  week  three  very  fine  fish,  weighing  respectively  71b., 
6ib.,  and  3ilb.  ;  and  on  another^oocasion  sires  he  caught 
seven  pike,  the  total  weight  of  which  was  251b. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Sport  on  th<i 
Witham  has  not  been  stopped  by  the  frost.  Though 
stormy,  anglers  have  had  fair  luck.  Roach  fishing  has 
been  mostly  off,  but  some  fairly  good  pike  have  been  had 
at  different  points.  NearDogdyke  Station  pike  have  been 
taken  up  to  61b.  each.  Here  a  Manchester  angler  canght 
a  perch  sciHiig  SJlb.  At  Tattershall  moat  fish  were  up  to 
51b.,  but  ore  caught  here  scaled  121b.  An  eel  of  l|lb. 
was  taken.  At  Bardney,  also,  there  was  sport.  The 
drains  about  Boston  have  yielded  pike.  One  angler,  at 
Old  Leake,  caught  thirteen,  his  best,  111b.  Many  fish 
have  come  from  Cowbridge,  among  them  a  tench  4Jlb. 
from  the  aqueduct. — Luci. 

Wye  (Builth,  Wells).— River  too  high  for  salmon 
fishing.  Trouting  commenced  to-day.  A  few  angler.< 
were  out,  and  a  few  trout  taken.  They  were  in  good 
condition.    Minnow  the  best  bait.— W.  B.  Rodeets. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Sport 

began  this  year  much  earlier  than  usual,  and  is  accounted  for 
by  the  mild  open  weather  which  obtained  during  the  winter. 
On  12th  ult.,  Mr.  John  Matheson,  Gruinards,  on  Mr.  R.  T. 
Coupland's  rod,  landed  a  10-pounder  on  Poll  Moral, 
being  the  earliest  caught  fish  so  high  up  the  river  for  a 
great  number  of  years.  On  14th,  Mr.  George  Ross, 
Brailangv^ell,  on  Mr.  Payne's  rod,  landed  a  beauty  of  26lb. 
It  was  clean  run  and  had  sea  lice  on.  On  the  same  date, 
Mr.  Matheson,  Gruinards,  got  a  fine  fish  of  131b.  On 
17th,  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  Invercharron,  on  Mr.  Little- 
john's  rod,  landed  a  91b.  salmon  on  the  lower  waters.  On 
18th,  Mr.  Munro,  on  Sir  Kenneth  Matheson's  rod,  had  a 
nice  salmon  on  Gledfield  water,  and  Mr.  Mackenzia  a 
12-poander,  on  Invercharron  water.  On  24th.  Mr. 
George  Ross,  B rai Ian g well,  caught  a  salmon  of  151b.  on 
Poll-a-Chapniil.  On  25th,  Mr.  John  Matheson,  Gruinards, 
had  one  of  111b.  on  Poll  Moral.  Since  then  the  weather 
has  teen  very  stormy.  On  Thursday  this  week  there  was 
a  fresh  fall  of  snow. — B. 

Deyeron  (BanfFshire).— The  weather  continues  to 
be  quite  against  sport,  the  river  baing  too  much  swollen  by 
snow,  and  the  prevalence  of  keen  frosts.  The  net  fisher- 
men on  the  liver  and  coast  experience  the  same  conditions. 
For  the  greater  part  of  last  week  the  nets  in  the  sea  were 
out  of  order,  and  the  cobles  could  not  get  nearthemoniag 
to  the  Iheavy  surge.  At  one  of  the  easterly  stations  half 
a  dozen  salmon  were  got  on  one  occasion,  but  at  the  others 
scarcely  a  fish  was  taken  for  the  week.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  present  week  the  weather  was  a  little  improved ; 
the  cobles  were  at  sea,  but  up  to  Tuesday  nothing  was 
done.  The  consignments  to  the  markets  were  very  low, 
only  one  small  box  having  been  dispntched  daily. — H.  D. 

Halladale  (Sutherlandshire).— The  Melvich  rod 
had  one  fish  off  Forsil  Pool  on  the  2oth  uh. ;  two  off  the 
same  nool  on  the  26 ;h;  and  on?  off  Conigiil  Pool  on  the 
28th ;  all  ranging  from  01b.  to  91b.  FJy,  Gaudy  Eagle.— 
Nemo. 

Inveran,  N.B.— The  angling  lessee  on  the  Shin  has 

had  the  following  spoit :  On  14th  ult.,  his  first  day  out, 
he  had  a  161b.  salmon  on  Little  Fall ;  on  17th,  he  landed' 
a  9-pounder  on  Smith  Pool,  and  two  of  81b.  each  on 
Cruives  ;  on  18th,  he  caught  two  salmon,  of  101b.  and  Sib., 
on  Cruives  ;  on  21st,  one,  weighing  141b  ,  on  Smith  Pool ; 
on  22nd,  one  of  81b.  on  Cruives  ;  on  23:  d,  a  9-pounder 
on  Blackstone  ;  on  24th,  one  of  lUb.  on  Cruives  ;  on 
25th,  one,  81b  ,  on  Smith  Pool.  Since  then  the  river  has 
not  been  fished,  the  lessee  having  left  for  the  south, 
owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. — B. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).  —  Feb.  23,  Mr.  Berger,  one 
salmon,  .321b.  ;  24th,  Mr.  W.  Worthington,  ore,  KJlb.  ; 
25th,  Mr.  Burger,  one.  191b.;  26th,  Mr.  Burger,  two,  161b. 
and  141b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Worthington,  three,  221b.,  171b.,  and 
151b.  ;  28th,  Mr.  Newton,  one,  141b. ;  Mr.  Berger,  one, 
201b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Worthington,  ore,  18;b.  March  1,  Mr! 
Berger,  three,  181b.,  151b.,  and '111b.  ;  Mr.  Newton,  one. 
191b.— H.  Maisey. 

Lochinver  (Lairg,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B.).— 
There  are  excellent  loch,  river,  and  sea  fishing  to  be  had. 
About  forty  lochs,  on  which  there  are  eighteen  boats,  can 
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1je  fished  from  the  hotel  here,  and  good  baskets  are  to  bo 
depended  on.  Of  late  years  the  best  time  for  getting 
heavy  baskets  of  trout  and  Salino  ferox  has  been  from  the 
middle  of  April  to  the  end  of  June,  when  they  are  in 
excellent  condition.  One  reason  for  this  may  be  that  the 
winters  hero  have  been  like  the  present,  very  open  and 
mild,  consequently  the  trout  begin  to  rise  much  earlier. 
Another  reason  is,  that  late  ia  the  season  much  of  the 
best  fishing  ground  is  spoiled  by  the  growth  of  weeds, 
whereas  earlier  this  can  all  be  fished,  and  even  trolled, 
without  fear  of  entanglement.  The  best  time  for  salmon 
fishing  is  from  the  beginning  of  July,  and  sea,  fishing  is 
always  good. — M.  K. 

Locli  Ness.— Sport  Las  not  been  so  good  this  week. 
Up  till  to-day,  March  1,  over  forty  fish  have  been  got, 
including  some  heavy  weights.  The  weather  is  much 
against  successful  angling,  being  cold  and  boisterous.— 
H.  S.  N. 

Iioch  Oicli  and  Garry  (Invergarry).  — Lord 
Berkeley  Paget  and  Hon.  G.  Ormsby  Gore  have  been 
getting  better  sport  this  week,  twenty-three  fish  have 
been  grassed  siu:e  last  report:  On  Feb.  23  they  had 
four  fish  ;  24th,  four ;  25th,  four  ;  2Gth,  eight ;  and  on  the 
28th,  three.    Eiver  in  good  size. — H.  8.  N. 

Iiocli  Tay.— Although  very  cold  weather  is  expe- 
rienced here— the  hills  being  thickly  coated  with  snow, 
and  hail  falling  on  the  low  ground— Sir.  Wm.  Worthing- 
tm,  Auchmore  House,  has  had  very  good  sport  during  the 
few  days  that  he  has  been  out  fishing.  Small  boats  are 
generally  used  for  fishing  purposes  on  Loch  Tay,  but 
Mr.  Worthington  has  struck  out  a  new  line  on  his  own 
account,  and  uses  his  steam  launch  instead.  On  Feb.  25, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  he  ccunted  no  fewer  than 
twenty  salmon,  but  was  only  fortunate  in  seeming  a  IG- 
pounder.  On  the  2(ith  luck  seemed  to  favour  him,  how- 
ever, for  he  caught  no  fewer  than  three  fine  fish,  weighing 
resptc  ively  151b.,  161b.,  and  221b. ;  the  22-pounder  was  a 
very  fine  fish,  most  graceful  in  appearance.  On  the  28th 
there  was  only  one  lalmon  caught,  weighing  181b.,  but 
there  were  also  a  number  of  pike— which  seem  to  be  too 
plentiful— secured.— Orange  Hackle. 

Lyon  iFortingall).— On  the  1st  inst.,  fishing  from 
the  hotel,  Fortingall,  Dr.  John  A.  Sutherland,  Broadford, 
Skye,  landed  a  splendid  salmon  of  281b.  River  in  ply.— 
Macphail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Since  last 
reported  the  following  sport  has  been  obtained  :  On  17th 
ult.,  Mr.  Chisholm,  Syre  Lodge,  one  sahnon  on  Beat 
No.  .3.  On  18th,  Mr.  Taylor,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on 
No.  2.  On  19th,  the  Syre  Lodge  rod  had  one  salmcn  on 
No.  1 ;  also  one  salmon  each  day,  21st  and  22nd,  on  No,  2. 
On  23rd,  Mr.  Taylor,  Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon 
on  Beats  5  and  6.  On  24tb,  Mr.  Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge, 
caught  one  on  No.  6.  On  25tb,  the  Syre  Lodge  rod  had  one 
on  No.  3  ;  Mr.  Smith,  Sk-lpick  Lodge,  two  on  No.  2 ; 
and  Mr.  Taylor,  two  on  No.  3.  The  weather  is  new  quite 
unsettled,  and  there  is  such  a  high  sea  at  the  river  mouth 
that  fish  can  scarcely  enter  the  bar. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— A  week  of  snow  and 
frost  has  brought  sport  to  the  very  lowest  ebb.  Since 
Wednesday  last  anglers  have  only  been  getting  a  cast 
towards  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  on  account  of  the 

grue,"  or  ice  flotsam,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day. 
The  leonine  days  of  March,  however,  are  better  to  come 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  month  than  later  on,  and  we 
may  hope  they  are  now  past.  On  the  Ballater  reaches, 
Messrs.  Miller  and  Harvey  have  had  a  very  good  opening 
month.  On  the  Glentana  water  sport  has  been  fairly 
good  arid  continuous  considering  the  nature  of  the  weather. 
Here  Major  Brinckman  has  creeled  four  from  61b 
to  161b.  ;  one  of  61b;  three,  of  lUb.,  131b,  and 
81b.  ;  (wo,  of  141b.  and  71b.  ;  and  one  of  91b. 
H'^'-r.^-  ■'^^"y  ^^'^  *'^'^ea,  of  111b.,  61b.,  and  81b. ;  one 
of  91b.;  three,  of  121b.,  81b,,  and  S.b. ;  and  one  of  71b. 
Mr.  Arthur  Coventry  had  two,  of  13ib.  and  141b.  ;  three, 
of  151b.,  91b  and  9.b. ;  one  of  71b.;  two,  of  161b.  and 
81b. ;  two,  of  141b.  and  61b. ;  one  of  81b.  ;  and  one  of  71b. 
Mr.  H.  D.  Barclay  had  one  of  81b.  ;  two,  of  131b.  and  81b. ; 
three,  of  151b  ,  91b.,  and  81b.  ;  three,  of  17Ib.,  131b..  and 
91b.  ;  and  one  of  7ilb.  Mr.  Wegueline  had  one  of  7Jlb. ; 
three,  of  71b.,  91b.,  and  91b. ;  and  one  of  101b.  ;  while 
Col.  Edes  hid  one  of  81b.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  water 
Mr.  Kemp  had  one  fish  of  6Jlb.,  and  one  of  161b.;  Mr. 
Berwick,  two,  of  81b.  and  91b. ;  and  three,  of  7^1b  ,  81b 

^  o^i'^'^- '  ^'^''^  Cransley  and  Mr.  Dane  had  one  each 
of  Slb.  ;  and  others,  of  7ilb.  and  14^1b.,  71b.  aid  91b.; 
being  on  the  whole  fairly  good  for  the  season.  On 
the  Kincardine  reaches  sport  has  been  very  stiff, 
and  ia  the  Banchory  distiiit  anglers  are  fearing 
the  bulk  of  the  spring  migration  has  already  gone  past! 
On  the  loTfer  reaches  of  the  Dee  very  few  fish  are  being 
got,  and  even  the  netting  fell  off  to  about  half  the  usual 
returns  till  Saturday  last,  when  there  was  again  a  revival, 
most  of  the  streams  being  in  flood  with  the  temporary 
tresh  wLiih  then  set  iu.  The  Don  is  yielding  nothing  to 
the  rod,  and  next  to  nothing  to  the  nets.  The  Ytbaa 
opened  on  Friday,  when  a  few  anglers  were  out,  but  the 
water  was  in  a  very  bad  state  with  mehing  enow  and  ic? 
and  the  baskets  according  very  meagre.  The  Ugis  did 
very  vvell  on  the  opening  day,  and  astonishing  baskets  of 
linnock  and  sea  trout  were  easily  got  by  the  few  Incky 
anglers  who  turned  out.  It  is  feared  in  some  quarters 
that  the  ware  "  at  the  mouth  may  prove  detrimental  to 
the  success  of  the  season,  otherwise  fairly  well  assured 
from_  the  gratifying  head  of  fish  forward.— G.  M. 

Oich.— Till  the  river  rises  no  sport  may  be  expected. 
Very  poor  sport  last  week.— H.  S.  N. 

Oykell  (Oykellbridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.)— Friday 
Ust  seems  to  have  been  a  very  successful  day  all  over  on 
Sutherland  rivers  Mr.  Peter  Mackay,  Balnagowan  Arms 
Hotel,  tried  the  Einig,  and  landed  a  Silmon  of  about  131b. 
It  was  the  first  of  the  season,  and  the  eariiest  cxught  for 
Tpany  years,    A  snowstorm  now  prevail i.— B, 


South  of  Scotland. — All  the  Border  rivers  opened 
their  angling  season  on  Friday.  The  waters  and  weather 
were  not  favourable  for  the  opening,  revertheless,  a 
number  of  rods  went  out  to  try  their  luck.  On  the  lower 
Annan,  Mr.  James  L  iudon  killed  a  pretty  little  spring 
salmon  of  741b.,  with  the  fly,  out  of  the  Howes  Pool ;  but 
that  was  the  only  new  fish  killed.  All  the  others  landed 
were  kelts,  which  were  returned.  On  the  Nith,  as 
also  on  the  Galloway  and  South  Ayrshire  rivers, 
nothing  was  done  during  the  opening  day.  As  ui^ht 
came  on  snow  commenced  to  fall,  and  on  the  following 
day  the  waters  were  in  flood  with  melted  snow.  More 
snow  fell  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  the  rivers  have  been 
discoloured  every  day  this  week,  and  neither  fit  for  fly  or 
minnow.  This  afternoon  (Wednesday)  the  waters  are 
clearing,  and,  if  no  more  snow  falls,  fly  fishing  should  be 
had  to-morrow.  In  the  Annan  a  new  fish  or  two  have 
been  seen,  although  it  may  be  remarked  that  no  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  reports  of  this  kind.  It  is  just  as 
likely  that  the  "new"  fish  may  be  kelts  with  their 
new  coat  of  silvery  scales.  Your  correspondent  has  only 
seen  one  new  spring  fish  this  week.  In  the  Solway  no 
fish  are  being  caught  in  the  nets.  The  weather,  however, 
has  not  been  favourable  for  fish  running  up  the  Firth.  As 
soon  as  the  wind  change?  to  the  south-west,  the  fishermen 
and  lessees  anticipate  that  a  few  spring  fish  will  hi  taken 
in  the  nets.  The  weather  is  unsettled,  with  north-west 
winds  and  frost  at  nights.— Heatherbell. 

Spey.— During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been 
entirely  against  successful  sport.  Pew  fish  have  been  got, 
but  kelts  plentiful.  On  the  Pitoroy  Lodge  water,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Williamson,  fithermau,  was  succe.sful  in  killing 
four  salmon,  selling  191b.,  7ilb.,  741b.,  and  61b.  River 
getting  into  better  order. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— On  Fab.  21,  on  the  Kyle 
of  Tongue,  Mr.  Neil  Ross  hada  basket  of  seven  saa  trout, 
weighing  111b.  (heaviest  41b.),  being  the  first  time  the 
Kyle  was  fished  this  season. — M.  McJ. 

Tay.— Although  the  weather  has  been  very  cold  and 
stormy  for  the  past  week,  salmon  fishing  with  the  rod  his 
been  prosecuted  with  a  considerable  smount  of  success. 
Particu  arly  good  sport  has  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Kay, 
Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Stevens,  Aberfeldy,  on  Fishers' 
Hotel  (Pitlochry)  water.  On  Thursday  two  nice  fish,  of 
191b.  and  16ilb.,  were  landed.  Six  salmon  were  obtained 
on  Friday,  this  forming  the  largest  catch  for  one  day  sicca 
the  season  opened ;  the  weights  of  the  fish  were  241b  , 
171b.,  16ilb.,  161b  ,  161b.,  and  141b.  Owing  to  the  swollen 
state  of  the  river  trout  fishing  has  not  so  far  been  engaged 
in  to  any  extent.  The  few  fish  that  have  been  landed,  how- 
ever, have  been  found  to  be  in  a  thoroughly  healthy  and 
sound  condition. — P.  D.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Banu. — The  season  opened  on  tha  Lower  Bann  the 
1st  inst.  in  very  unfavourable  weather.  An  angling  club 
will  shortly  be  formed  on  the  Upper  Bann.— J.  A.  B. 

Boj  ne.— Although  not  favoured  with  good  weather, 
the  Boyne  spring  fishing  has  made  an  auspicious  start. 
Two  rods  fishing  the  Upper  Black  Castle  stretch  killed 
twenty-two  fish  in  six  days,  the  average  weight  being 
about  201b.,  whilst  one  or  two  ran  up  to  301b.  Other 
good  take?  are  also  reported. — J.  A.  B. 

Bojne.- Sin6e  my  last  report  th?  weather  here  has 
been  most  clisappointing,  severe  frost,  some  snow,  keen 
north-east  wine's,  and  bright  sun  having  prevailed  most  of 
last  week,  and  sport  has  in  consequence  suffered  ;  still, 
from  all  I  can  hear,  the  results  as  a  whole  have  been  very 
fair.  I  am  now  in  a  position  to  give  the  results  of  the 
principal  fisheries  from  the  12th  to  the  28th  ult.  inclusive. 
On  the  Blackwater,  the  tributary  of  the  Boyne,  Mr. 
B 03 1  in  had  eleven  fish,  the  largest  311b,  On  the  Upper 
Black  Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and  Mr.  R.  R. 
FitzHerbert  (the  Idtter  only  fishing  a  portion  of  the  time) 
had  forty  fish,  of  which  number  Mr.  Ley  had  twenty-five 
as  below:  Feb.  12,  three,  211b.,  191b.,  18ib.  ;  on  14th, 
three,  231b.,  211b.,  201b.;  on  15th,  one,  171b.;  on  17th, 
three,  221b.,  211b.,  141b.;  on  19th,  one,  lljlb.  ;  on  21st 
three,  301b.,  22|lb.,  161b.  ;  on  22nd,  two,  18|lb.,  121b.  ;  on 
2.3rd,  three,  231b.,  171b..  101b. ;  on  24th,  two,  231b  ,  17|lb  ; 
on  26th,  two,  291b.,  ISilb.  ;  on  28th,  two,  25ilb.,  91b.  On 
March  1  he  had  one  23ilb.,  and  the  fishermen  two,  of  111b. 
and  121b.  On  Lower  Black  Castle,  the  Messrs.  Meakin 
had  twenty-one,  many  of  them  of  considerable  weight, 
Mr.  Meakin,  sen.,  having  several  from  251b.  to  311b. 
This  fishing,  however,  has  not  done  so  well  during  the 
past  week,  owing  to  the  high  winds  having  taken  most 
of  the  fish  away.  On  Ardmulchan,  Colonel  Rock  had  ten 
fish,  all  of  heavy  weights,  from  161b.  to  281b.  The  Messrs. 
Jamieson,  on  the  water  below  AVdmulclan,  had,  I  under- 
stand, twenty  fish  up  to  the  evening  of  the  26th,  many 
of  them  also  very  heavy  ones.  Whit  they  did  on  the  28th 
I  have  not  heard.  On  the  Slane  Castle  water,  I  am 
informed  that  the  scort,  although  fair,  has  not  been  quite 
equal  to  that;  on  the  higher  reaches,  sa,  owing  to  the 
exposed  position  of  the  water,  the  rough  weather  has  pre- 
vented the  fish  settling  down  in  that  particular  fishery. 
Owing  to  the  frosts  last  week,  the  water  has  now  become 
very  low  for  this  season  of  the  year,  and  until  a  flood 
comes  it  is  probable  that  the  sport  will  show  a  falling  off. 
-Claret  Fly.  [By  an  oversight  the  Boyne  report  last 
week  got  put  among  our  Scotch  reports. — Ed.] 

Bundrowes.— All  during  the  past  week  the  weather 
was  again  very  stormy  and  unsettled,  blowing  a  strong, 
harsh  wind  from  the  north-west,  and  this,  accompanied 
with  very  frequent  haavy  showers  of  rain  and  sleet,  made 
it  almost  impos  ible  for  any  one  to  stand  out  fishing.  Mr. 
T.  Feely  land,  d  one  fresh  run  salmon,  weighing  121b.,  on 
21st  ult. ;  aad  Mr.  Hunter  and  Mr.  T.  Feely  took  one 
fresh  run  salmon  each  on  28th  ult. ;  weights  of  same  not 
to  hand  at  time  of  writing.  The  river  is  atpresent  in  high 
flood  and  much  discoloured,  and  good  sport  will  not  be 
bid  till  the  weather  becomes- more  moderate.   Since  last 


report  a  good  many  fresh  run  salmon  were  seen  jumping  in 
the  pools  on  the  river,  on  their  way  passing  through  to  the 
lake  (Melvin).— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Coomavoher  Lake. — Brown  trout  are  now  rising 
well  to  the  fly,  especially  about  noon  each  day.  Baskets 
of  four  dozen  have  been  frequently  had,  the  best  kUling 
flies  being  the  local  patterns.— T.  J.  D. 

Coppal  Lake. — No  boat  anglers  have  been  out  this 
season  so  far.  Bank  anglers  did  fairly  well  last  week,  one 
local  amateur  getting  as  many  as  three  dozen  fish  on 
Friday,  all  with  fly.— T.  J.  D. 

_  Corrib  (Galway). — Another  dirty  week  was  expe- 
rienced, and  only  two  or  three  springers  were  brought  to 
bank.    The  river  is  high.— J.  A.  B. 

Cumuieragh. — Brown  trout  anglers  continue  to  get 
good  sport  on  this  water,  but  no  salmon  have  been  had 
this  season  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Drenane  Lake. — Brown  trout  have  been  rising  well 
since  Saturday,  and  gcod  baskets  have  been  had,  but  no 
fish  weighing  more  than  lib.  were  had  — T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Biivers.— On  the  1st  inst.  the  season 
ppenad  on  the  Ballinderry  and  Blackwater— with  both 
high  for  the  season.  Fly  fishing  was  out  of  the  que3tion, 
and,  to  make  matters  worse,  snow  and  rain  fell  the 
opening  and  following  days,  so  that  practicilly  nothing 
was  done  yet. — J.  A.  B. 

Inny. — Brown  trout  fishermen  are  now  gettirg  gcol 
sport  in  the  lower  and  middle  reaches.  The  following  had 
from  two  doz;n  to  three  dozen  sizeable  fish,  averaging 
about  ilb.,  on  many  days  last  week  :  Messrs.  J.  J.  O'Shea, 
P.  Kelly,  J.  Connell,  P.  Sifrue,  J.  Keating,  T.  Casey, 
T.  Moriarty,  and  J.  T.  Sullivan.— T.  J.  D. 

Lagan  (Belfast). — Trouting  on  the  upper  sections 
was  not  all  bad  last  week,  but  the  boisterous  weather  of 
this  week  resulted  in  a  blank.  An  angler  iaforms  me  that 
three  rods  had  twenty-five,  twelve,  and  rineteen  trout 
respectively,  one  day  last  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork), — There  has  been  a  marked  ioiprove- 
ment  in  salmon  fishing  since  last  report.  A  heavy  flood  in 
the  river  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  took  up  large  numbers 
of  exceptiorally  large  fish.  The  river  continues  in  good 
order,  and  during  the  earning  week  even  better  sport  is 
expected.  The  following  have  baen  successful :  On 
Warrens  Court,  J.  Gubbins  and  party,  241b.,  171b  ,  111b., 
101b  ,  101b.  On  Carhue,  H.  E.  Stanley,  121b.,  lllb. ; 
G.  Jevers,  131b. ;  and  H.  Austen,  16Ib.  On  Fargus, 
Cdpt.  Williams,  Royal  Artillery,  201b.  On  Nettleville, 
Col.  Broderick,  101b.,  lllb.  On  Uioaody,  H.  C.  Thorold, 
Leicestershire  Regiment,  741b  ,  91b.  On  Castle  Lynch, 
Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  171b.,  lOlbf  On  other  portions  of  liver, 
S.  Manning,  201b.,  91b. ;  F.  H.  Bass,  14lb. ;  M.  Manning, 
191b.  arid  lllb.  ;  M.  Murphy,  91b.,  101b.;  J.  McAuliff, 
14lb.  On  the  Upper  Lee  and  Suilane,  near  Macroom 
(free  water),  good  sport  has  also  baen  bad;  the  trout 
fishing  also  ia  that  district  has  been  exceptionally  good. — ■ 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Curraue  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Salmon  fishing  has  been  quite  a  blank  sinc3  last  repoit, 
and  the  prospects  for  the  njxt  few  days  are  not  good. — 
T.  J.  D.  _ 

Lough  nielvin. — Lord  Conyngham  and  two  frietds 
arrived  at  Scout's  Hotel,  Garrison,  on  28th  ult.,  and  are 
waiting  for  the  weather  to  moderate  to  try  their  luck  on 
the  lake.  The  lake  is  atpresent  very  rough  and  unsettled, 
bvi';  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  offers  his  lordship  and 
friends  should  do  well,  as  the  rods  fishing  the  lake  in 
March  and  beginning  of  April  this  spring  should  have  the 
best  of  the  fishing. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollan  fisheries  continue  pretfy 
fair  despite  the  rough  and  stormy  weather.  Demand 
from  the  cross  channel  markets  is  fair.  Trout  netting 
opened  on  the  1st  inst.,  and  the  same  date  angling  opened 
on  the  Maine,  Moyola,  Six-mile  water,  and  other  feeders 
of  the  lough.  A  great  effort  is  being  made  to  cpm  up  the 
lough  to  tourist  traffic  in  the  coming  summ3r. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Laugh  Conn  (Ballina).— River  out  of 
order  here  for  the  past  week  owing  to  the  heavy  snow 
showers  and  ra'n,  but  as  I  write  it  is  clearing  fast,  and 
will  be  in  good  order  in  a  few  days.  Not  for  the  pastsevea 
years  have  they  had  larger  takes  of  spring  salmon  at  the 
weirs.  Some  fine  springers  are  showing  themselves  on  the 
private  waters  of  the  Imperial  Hotel.  The  lough  is  still 
very  high. — Pat  Hearns, 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  Yet 
another  week  of  very  unfavourable  weather  for  sport, 
which,  I  regret  to  siy,  has  obliged  very  many  fishermen  to 
remain  iadocrs.  But  we  bave  consolation  in  this,  that 
to-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  looking  grand,  and  the  big 
volume  of  water  is  rolling  down  seawards,  so  that  laoth 
here  and  at  Castleconnell  we  can  almost  count  that  by 
the  end  of  the  present  week  salmon  fishers  will  have  no 
Ciuse  to  complain  of  as  regards  unfistable  beats.  Fish 
are  about  in  goodly  numbers,  as  the  following  captures 
widshow:  Killaloe,  Feb.  24,  the  Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall, 
fishing  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley's  preserves,  got  one  spring 
salmon,  lOJlb. ;  and  on  25th,  on  same  water,  ha  landed 
another  handsome  salmon,  14Ib.,  and  lost  one  through 
the  tackle  giving  way ;  J.  Johnson  and  W.  Ives,  on 
the  Incha  water,  landed  a  20-pounder;  and  on  26th, 
Dan  Ellis  killed  a  19|-poQnder.  On  Major  Traherne's 
preserves,  during  his  temporary  abjence  in  EngUnd,  his 
two  trusty  fishermen,  Patsy  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty, 
brought  to  boat  a  dainty  freshly  run  fish,  181b.  I  rather 
like  the  look  of  both  weather  and  water  to-day,  and  by 
Monday  salmon  fishers  should  stand  a  very  good  chance 
of  creeling  a  few  big  springers,  any  weight  from  201b. 
to  301b.  or  401b.  Time  wi'l  tell.  At  Castleconnell 
yesterday  (Tuesday)  I  saw  a  springer  of  331b.  This 
grand  fish  was  taken  on  Mr.  GreenhUl's  water.  I,  and 
an  English  gentleman  who  accompanied  me,  had  a  look  at 
the  waters  down  there,  and  when  I  say  that  we  had 
the  great  pleasure  of  meeting  Mr.  John  Enright,  the 
great  champion  caster,  my  readers  will  believe  that  our 
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visit  to  the  village  of  tbe  "  Falls  "  was  certainly  a 
most  pleasing  one. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  is  now 
more  favouiable,  and,  with  the  water  in  better  order, 
arglers  are  beginning  to  have  more  sport.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  F.  Milbum  killed  :  25th  ult.,  one  sxlmon,  251b.  On 
the  same  water,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  :  March  1,  one 
salmon,  l/Jlb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  F.  Milbnrn  killed  ; 
24th  ult.,  one  salmon,  271b.  On  Hermitige,  Mr.  J. 
Htnierson  killed;  24th  nit  ,  one  salmon,  131b.  On  (he 
Castle  Fishery.  Mr.  G.  W.  Greeuhill  killed:  23rd  ult., 
one  falmon,  341b. ;  28th  ult.,  one  salmon,  151b.  On  the 
same  water,  Mr.  John  Enright  killed  :  25th  ult  ,  one 
salmon,  281b.  ;  and  Major  Hajes-Newington  killed  : 
March  1,  one  salmon,  331b. — John  Eneight  and  Son. 

Waterville. — Salmon  aie  now  coming  up  in  average 
numbers,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  preserved 
water  since  last  report.  On  favourable  days  on  the  free 
water,  between  the  bridge  and  the  lake,  some  good 
baskets  of  brcwa  trout  were  had  by  loojl  fishermen,  all 
with  the  fly.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  Bse  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
March  11.    Tides  increase  till  Thursday, 


Scarborough 

Tarmcnth  .. 
Lowestoft  .. 
Aldebnrgh  .. 
Harwich   


Southend,  Shser-') 
nes3,  and  Leigh  J 

Margate,  Broad-) 
atairs,  &Bams-^ 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eaatbonme  and ') 
Brighton.  j 

Newhaven   


Shoreham 


Portsmouth  and') 
Hayling  Island  j 

Oh;ehester   

Bonmemouth  

Plymouth  


Sat. 

Snn. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Frl. 

a.ra 

■2  li 
p.m. 

?.3S 

a.m. 

3.  0 
p.m. 
3.20 

a.m. 

3. 39 
p.m 

3.57 

a.m. 
4.14 
p  m 
4.31 

a.m. 
4  47 
p.m. 
5.  3 

a.m. 

.5.19 
p.m. 

•3.36 

a  m. 

5.52 
p.m. 
6  10 

7.14 
7.39 

8.  2 

8.22 

8  39 
8  50 

9  13 
9.30 

9  46 
10.3 

9  20 
10  38 

10.56 
11.14 

7  5G 
8.21 

8.44 
9.  4 

9.21 

9  38 

9.55 
10.13 

10  28 
10.45 

11.  2 

11.20 

11. 3K 
11.56 

8  45 
9.10 

9.33 
9.53 

10.10 
10.27 

10.44 
11.  1 

11.17 
U  34 

11.51 

0.  9 
0.27 

10.  7 
10.32 

10  .55 
11.15 

11  32 
11  49 

0.  6 

0  23 
0  39 

0.56 
1  13 

1.31 
1.49 

11.  4 

11.28 

11.50 

0.  8 
0.25 

0.42 

0  59 

1.16 
1.33 

1  50 
2.  6 

2.22 
2.39 

10.  2 
10.28 

10.50 
11.  9 

11.26 
11.43 

0.  1 

0  17 

0  33 

0  49 
1.  5 

1  2J 
1.40 

9.  7 

9.30 

9  60 
10.10 

10  29 
10.47 

11.  5 
11.24 

U  43 

0.  2 
0.21 

0.  40 

1.  0 

8.47 
9.10 

9.30 

9.50 

10.  9 
10.27 

10.4.5 
11.  4 

11. 23 
11.42 

0.  1 

0.20 
0.39 

9.15 
9.33 

9  58 
10.18 

10.37 
10.55 

11.13 
1L32 

11. .51 

0.10 
0.29 

0.  48 

1.  7 

9.37 
9.57 

10.16 
10.34 

10.51 
11.  7 

11  23 
1139 

11.56 

0  13 
0.29 

0.  45 

1.  1 

9.32 
9.55 

10.14 
10. 3C 

10..54 
11.12 

11  30 
11.49 

0.  8 

0  27 
0.46 

1.  S 
1.24 

9.50 
10  13 

10.32 
10.51 

U.  8 
11.25 

11.42 
11  59 

0.16 

0  34 
0.52 

1  10 
1.29 

9.38 
10.  I 

10  20 
10.39 

lo.-'^e 

11.13 

11.30 
11  47 

0.  4 

0.32 
0.40 

0  58 
1.17 

7.  7 

7  30 

7.49 
8.  8 

8  25 
8.42 

8.59 
9.1C 

9.33 
9.51 

10.  9 
10.27 

10.46 
11.  5 

3.28 
4.  1 

4.26 
4.48 

5  10 
.5.30 

5.49 

6.  8 

6.26 
6.44 

7.  2 
7.19 

7  36 
7.53 

WEATHER  REPORT. 

By  tei.egeaph.— Friday,  9.20  a.m. 

Folkestone.— Fine ;  smooth;  N.  byB.; 
Hastings. — Fine  ;  smooth  ;  N. 
Dover. — Rain  ;  overcast;  smooth;  N.W. 
Hythe.— Fine  ;  moderate  ;  N.W. 
Deal.- Rain;  smooth;  N.E. 
Ramsgate. — Cloudy;  drizzlyrain;  smooth;  N.E. 
Margate.— Overcast ;  smooth;  N.E. 


Ught. 
;  litht. 


Deal  (The  Pier).  — Dr.  Brunton,  Capt.  Bateman, 
Mr.  Fi'mer,  and  Mr.  SkUling  spent  many  hours  on  the 
Pier  on  Saturday  last,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  Citch- 
ing  a  fair  number  of  small  fish.  Mejsrs.  Linfoot  and 
Moore  tried  their  luck  daring  the  evening,  but  only  took 
one  codling  ;  and  Mr.  G.  B.  Clarke  and  his  boatman  aLo 
had  to  be  content  with  a  single.  Mr.  J.  Sexton  and  Mr. 
0.  Leaver  joined  forces  with  several  other  anglers  on  the 
&7thnlt. ,  but  spot  t  ruled  very  slow, and  the  specimens  taken 
were  very  small.  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Browning  again 
tried  boat  fishing,  and  brought  ashore  half  a  score  of 
codling  and  a  number  ot  poutiii»,  Rev.  R  C  alley  fished 
all  day  on  Monday  for  a  total  weight  of  81b.,  the  largest 
codling  scaling  If  ib.  Several  other  members  made  a  fair 
catch  on  this  day.  The  boats  also  experienced  some 
■port,  and  brought  ashore  catches  of  codling  ranging  in 
number  between  a  dozen  and  three  score  and  two. 
Daring  the  last  two  days  the  weather  his  been  somewhat 
squally,  and  very  poor  returns  have  been  made,  either 
from  pier  or  boats.— J.  Richardson  (B.8.A.S.). 

Seal. — There  has  been  very  good  codling  fishing  for  a 
couple  ot  days,  from  Old  Stairs  Bay  to  Walmer  Castle 
Hole.  If  wind  is  westerly  and  weather  moderata  it  will 
Bnit  to  start  for  this  kind  of  fishing  about  6  a.m.  the  latter 
part  of  week,  and  later  the  early  part  of  next  week.— 
finwn.  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Kells.— PoUack  anglers  are  getting  pretty  fair  sport  at 
and  around  thU  station.    The  fish  are  now  getting  close 


inshore,  and  the  best  time  for  angling  for  them  is  at  the 
turn  of  the  tide.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — The  snow  did  not  sfay  with  us  long,  but 
soon  melted  away,  and  the  weather  has  come  in  warmer. 
There  are  plenty  of  bass  still  catching  from  the  Tuni- 
chapel  pier,  also  at  Northcorner.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
week  it  was  too  rough  to  get  out  for  pollack,  but  now  the 
weather  is  very  fine,  and  some  fine  fish  have  been  caught. 
Ihs  smelt  seem  to  have  vanished  for  awhile,  but  they 
may  return  at  any  moment.  Mackerel  have  commenced 
to  come  in,  and  I  saw  some  very  f  n )  ones  that  were  taken 
on  Saturday.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month  are  ea 
follows :  Mackerel,  pouting,  conger,  atherine  (smelt), 
thornback,  anchovy,  sprat,  dab,  turbot,  brill,  trout, 
salmon,  and  crabs,  lobiters,  and  all  shell  fish. — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — T  he  weather  for  the  past  week  his  been  very 
favourable  for  poUacking  in  the  harbour,  and  good  sport 
has  consequently  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^t-eJurcs. 

March  6.  -;  

Albert  Pi icitoriils  :  Outing. 

Amicable  Excelsior :  Match  at  Twickenham. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing. 

Battersea  Piscitorials  :  Match  at  Sheppertou. 

Blackfriars  :  Match  at  Shepptrton. 

Camden  :  Roving  match. 

Clapham  Strollers  ;  Prizo  outing. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match. 

Dnke  of  Suffolk  :  Outing  to  Sunbary. 

Friendship  :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 

Golden  Barbel  :  Outing. 

Good  Intent :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

Mi  dmay:  Outing. 

North-East  Bro'.hers  :  Outing. 

North  Loi:d  )n  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Ormonde  :  Outing  to  Shepjierton. 

Royal  George  :  Match  at  Great  Marlow. 

St.  Alban's  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 

Serapis  :  Outing  to  St.  Neots. 

Sondial :  Competition. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
Walworth  Waltonians  :  Competition. 
Wellington  :  Compatition, 
Wenlock :  Match  at  Woking. 
Weitra'nster :  Prize  outing. 
March  7. 
Bomore  :  Visit. 

North-East  Brothers :  Concert. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

Queen's  Piscatorials  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Wimbledon  Piscator'als :  Outing. 
March  8. 

Brunswick  Brothers :  Visit. 

Gresham :  Mucioal  evening. 
March  9. 

Izaak  Waltcn  :  Prize  outing. 
March  10. 

West  London  :  Roving  competition. 
March  12. 

Lychcobltes :  Outing. 


March  13. 

„  13 

„  13. 

„  13. 

„  13. 

„  13. 

„  13. 

„  13. 

„  14. 

„  14 

,.  14. 

„  14. 

„  14. 

„  14. 

„  10. 

„  l(i. 

,.  16. 

„  18. 

„  18. 
20. 

„  £0. 

21  • 

22  • 

24:. 

„  31.- 

April  20.- 

.,  21.- 

„  28.- 


— Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Great  Marlow. 
— Bomore  :  Match  at  Slough. 
— Brompton:  Outing. 

— Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Datchet. 

— Cambridge  Friendly  :  Match  at  Henley. 

—  Clapham  Junction  :  Consolation  match. 

— Dibdin:  Roving  match. 

— West  London  :  Prize  outing. 

— Anchor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 

— Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Smoking  concert. 

— Convivial :  Visit. 

— Crown  atd  Buokland  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

— Original  Alexandra  :  Concert. 

— Piscitorial  Society:  Paper  by  Mr.  C.  Husrey. 

— Lincoln :  Visit. 

— North-East  Brothers  :  Visit. 

— Royal  George :  Concert. 

— T.A.P.S. :  River  keepers'  dinner. 

—Yarmouth  :  Smoking  concert. 

— Competition  at  St.  Margaret's  in  aid  of  the 

funds  of  the  A.B.S. 
— Islington  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  cu''.ing. 
—St.  Thomas  :  Visit. 
— Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 
— Bath  Angle's'  Association:  Smoking  concert. 
— Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
—St.  Ives  :  Annual  dinner. 
—Bath  Ang'ecs'  Association  :  Annual  meeting. 
— Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 


Ecyotts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  [remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evenin^f.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening  next,  March  7,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  Preservation  Week.— 
Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the 


receipt  of  £1  Is.  frcm  the  Brompfcon  Angling  Society  as  a 
donation  towards  the  above  fund. — R.  GnuRNEY. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  ISj.  Cd.  Hearts  of  Oak  and  £1  12s.  Wenlock  Angling 
Societies  Donation  Bo.^es.  At  the  last  meeting,  on 
Friday,  Feb.  25,  the  sum  of  £11  2s.  was  piid  out  in 
grants  and  four  gu'nea  Convalescent  Home  Letters.  The 
next  committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening, 
11th,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Brunswick  Brothers, 
the  Cherry  Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Poplar,  on  Tuesday 
next,  March  8.  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good  meeting. — G. 
Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  Iiist.— A  return 
visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  at  the  Waggoners'  A.S. 
on  Tuesday  last,  when  only  seven  clubs  were  represented, 
and  two  off  the  list.  Next  vitit  goes  to  the  Anglsrs 
Pride  A.S.,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  Brandon-street,  Walworth, 
Date  later. — Alf  Painter. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  DisxRirT)  Visit- 
ing List.— Anglers  please  take  note  that  the  next 
return  visit  will  tike  place  on  Monday,  March  7,  at  the 
Bomore  A.S.,  held  at  the  Lord  Clyde,  f 'omwa'l-road. 
Netting  Hill,  two  minutes'  walk  from  Notting  Hill 
Station  (Met.). — J.  Harris. 

Albert  Piscatoi'ial  Society,  Perseverance  Tavern, 
Vassal-road,  Brixton,  S.W. — On  March  (j  we  hava  au 
outing  at  Shepperton,  and  I  hope  all  members  will  try 
and  turn  up,  as  this  is  the  last  outirg  of  the  season.  We 
had  a  nice  jackfrom  the  '\Vey  on  Feb.  27. — W.  Evke. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. 
— Not- many  of  our  members  weighed-in  on  Feb.  27.  The 
next  retura  visit  goes  to  the  Bomore  A  S.,  held  at  the 
Lord  Clyde,  Corn  vall-road,  Notting  hill,  on  Mondrynext, 
when  we  hope  to  be  well  represen!el.  Secretary 
Ddgwjrthy  his  some  special  talent.  I  have  the  Lea 
A.B.S.  tickets  cn  sale. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Societ/,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lineoln's-inn-fields.  —  On  Feb.  27  the 
following  weightd  ir  roach  :  Messrs.  Drew,  J.  Seymour, 
and  W.  Hopping.  All  members  are  requested  to  clear 
thebjoks. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun  Tavern,  Graat  Suttonstreet,  Clerkenwell. —  On 
Feb.  27  only  thr  e  of  our  members  wd/hed-in:  Messrs. 
Hulme,  roach  and  dace,  Gib.  lljoz.  ;  Millen,  about  51b.  ; 
King,  one  jack,  41b.  13oz.  On  March  0  we  have  a  prize 
outing  for  four  prizes.  This  being  the  last  of  the  season, 
I  hopa  to  see  a  good  master  of  meiibers. — A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road.— On  Feb.  27  Mr.  C.  Watkins 
weighed-in  roach  and  dao3,  winning  one  of  ths  lapsed 
prizes,  leaving  two  still  open.  I  beg  to  remind  our 
m9mbers  that  our  Central  visit  takes  placa  on  Monday, 
March  14.  The  ainaal  dinrer  is  fixed  for  April  28,  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant. — F.  \V.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Qi:e3n'8 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — The  successful 
members  in  the  match  of  Feb.  27  were  :  Mr.  Ireland,  firs': ; 
Mr.  W.  Thomas,  second ;  and  Mr.  Hersant,  third.  Mr. 
Addison  also  weighed-ia.  The  next  match  will  take  place 
on  March  13,  at  Great  Mi:l)W;  roving,  between  Marlow 
Bridge  and  Temple  Lock;  bank  only;  jack  barred;  six 
pool  prizes  to  fish  for;  please  do  not  forget  it. — A. 
Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Clapham 
Junction,  S.W. — Since  my  List  report  we  fished  for  the 
remaining  piizes  at  Shepperton,  Mr.  Painter  being  the 
only  one  to  tike  a  prize.  On  March  2  Jlr.  Tiiogham  hid 
jack,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Hoping  members  will  turn  up 
next  week  for  importxnt  businesj. — T.  Tri.\gh.\m. 

Blackfriars  Anglin^r  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Tie  result  of  our  match  at 
S-,.  Margaret's  wis  as  fo'.lms:  Mr.  R.  Green,  first. 
Several  other  members  wei^hed-in  grani  shows  of  fish. 
^Ir.  Wheelhouse,  chub;  Mr.  Merrygo'd,  roach  and  chub; 
Mr.  Stillman,  a  grand  show  of  dac3,  largest  fish  ISJiz. ; 
Jlr.  Foster,  dace,  largest  fish  14|oz.  1  wish  to  remind 
members  cot  present  that  u  e  .shall  tis'i  our  March  outing 
on  March  6,  at  Sheppertoa.  Conditions:  Roving;  both 
sides  of  river.  As  there  are  a  gjod  number  of  prizes,  I 
should  like  to  s;e  all  members  present. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society.  Rosa 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  On  Feb.  27 
Mr.  J.  Taylor  weighed-in  porch  and  jick,  51b.  ll|oz.,  one 
jaik  weighing  4. b.  Hiz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Davis,  jick,  41b.  3oz  ; 
Mr.  J.  Windsor,  roach;  and  Mr.  J.  Young,  perch. — T. 
Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Notting  Hill. — On  Feb.  27,  owiag  to  the  inc'ement 
weather,  no  members  ven'.ured  out.  Our  return  visit  takes 
plice  on  Mondiy  night  next,  March  7,  when  we  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster  of  anglers  and  fiitnds.  We  are 
promised  several  good  artistes.  P.anist,  Professor 
A.  W.  S.  Phillips.— H.  Dagworthy. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Da  by  Tavern,  Dalhy- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — On 
Wednesday  next,  March  9,  a  special  meeting  will  be  held 
to  airinge  prizes  that  have  not  been  won  ;  members  will 
oblige  by  attending.  On  Feb.  27  Mr.  Jennings  had  a  nica 
j  ick.— J.  H. 

Brampton  Angling  Society,  D'Ojley  Arms, 
Ma' Iborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — We  had  a  few  nice  fish 
weighed-in  on  Feb.  27.  Amongst  others,  Mr.  Moore  a 
fine  chub  of  4lb.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Cecil,  chub,  31b-  15oz.,  both 
from  thj  Thames;  and  Mr.  Qainn,  ro.ch,  lib.  2  z. 
Members  are  reminded  that  an  outing  to  Shiplake  will 
take  place  on  March  13.  Leave  Paddington  by  9.0  a.m. 
train,  return  from  Shiplake  8.10  p.m. 
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Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. 
On  Feb.  2/  a  good  many  of  our  members  turned  out  for  a 
lot  of  pr)z3s  tint  bid  fallen  tbrougb  during  the  past 
season,  only  t^vo  of  them  being  saccessfal,  namely,  Mr.  A. 
Field,  with  Gib.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  J.  Maynard,  jack, 
31b.  6oz.— H.  Tame. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  An^liugf  Society.  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  B. — Sicca  my 
last  report  the  nc  embers  of  the  above  have  been  very 
unsuccessful  in  their  outing  among  tie  fish,  but  one  of 
our  members  (Mr.  L.  T.  Cloake)  had  a  handsome  ihiw 
last  Tuesday  of  roach,  chub,  atd  pike  (heaviest  pike, 
111b.).  I  wish  to  inform  brother  anglers  and  friends  that 
our  return  visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern  Distiijt  will  take 
place  at  the  above  house  on  Tuesday  next,  March  8,  when 
I  hope  to  see  as  many  anglers  and  friends  as  can  attend. — 
J.  Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 

b. -idge  Heath. — On  Feb  27  Mr.  Everett  weighed-in  roach  ; 
H.  Deverill,  roach  ;  Mr.  P.  Loft,  perch ;  Mr.  Pycroft, 
jack  ;  Mr.  E.  Roberts,  two  jack.  On  March  14  we  have 
a  smoking  conceit  for  the  benefit  of  H.  Haokett. — P.  E. 
Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Sosiety,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Tovrai,  N.W. — We  have  a  roving  match  on 
March  G  for  jack  ;  one  rod  ;  Thames  only  ;  other  piizes. 
Go  where  you  please.    All  to  start  on  the  morning. — E. 

BOXALI,. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W. — We  fish  an  open  roving 
mitch  on  March  G  for  three  valuable  prizes,  and  an  addi- 
tional prize  for  jack  ;  punts  barred.  As  this  wiU  be  pi'o- 
bably  the  list  but  one  match,  I  shall  hi  pleased  to  see  all 
members  turn  out,  and  weigh-in  a  bumpar  to  bring  up  the 
weight  for  the  season  — S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
Iiist. — A  successful  visit  was  piid  to  the  Great  Northern 
Brothers  on  Monday  eveniug,  Mr.  C.  Watliug  in  the 
chair;  the  following  eleven  societies  being  well  repra- 
seatei :  Great  Northern,  Lincoln,  Eustonian,  Camden, 
Phoenix,  Royal  George,  Mitre,  Queen's  Piscatorials, 
Bromp'oa,  Seymour  Brothers,  and  Highbury.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Lincoln  A.S.  (held  at  the  Metro- 
politan, Winchester-street,  King's  Cross)  ;  date  later  on. 
— F.  Ca.stell. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — At  our  last  meeting  there  was 
a  fair  muster  of  members  present,  when  a  new  working 
member  was  proposed.  It  was  decided  that  our  return 
visit  on  the  Anglers'  Association  (No.  2)  List  take  place 
on  March  14.  A  prize  will  be  given  from  the  club  funds 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  competition,  at  St.  Margaret's,  on 
March  20. — PniL. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorials,  King's  Head,  Lorg 
Acre,  W.C. — During  the  week  Mr.  F.  Brink  weighed-in 
a  brace  of  chub,  51b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Cutbush,  roach  and  dace  ; 
gome  specimen  fish  amongst  the  litter.  Our  outing  at 
Twickenham  was  a  success,  despite  the  adverse  weather, 
the  result  being:  R.  Jacob,  first,  with  111b.  8oz.,  dace; 
G.  Turner,  second,  61b.  4oz.  ;  R.  Curtis,  third,  51b.  looz,  ; 
Messrs.  Chandler,  Solomons,  Brink,  and  Marshall  being 
c'ose  up  wi  h  weights  of  roacli  and  dace  from  51b.  to  5JIb. ; 
prize  for  largest  fish  of  the  day  was  divided  by  Messrs. 
Solomots  and  Brink,  both  with  roach  of  equal  weight. — 
R.  Jacobs. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  On  Feb.  27  a  few  members 
were  out,  but  the  only  ore  to  score  was  Mr.  H.  Poore,  who 
had  some  nice  j  ick.  Membsrs  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday,  March  8;  important. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Mar  Jn's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.  —  The  trays  were  in  great 
request  on  Feb.  27,  when  the  "Dibdin  Twins,"  viz., 
Bungs  Johnson  and  Atkinson,  out  with  Wag  Hone,  the 
former  showed  jack  (5|lb.),  roach,  dace,  and  one  g^and 
chub  (4lb.  6|cz.).  This  can  be  s^en  in  No.  10  Tank  at 
Royal  Aquarium,  all  alise,  oh  !  Atkinson,  nice  show  of 
roach,  IGlb.  March  sub.sorii)tions  now  due.  Special 
meeting  on  Wednesday  next. — fl.  Brock. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway-road,  N. — On  Feb.  27  our  outing  to 
Bourne  End  (owing  to  bid  weather)  was  not  very 
tuocessful,  but  several  members  had  fish. — A.  Clayton. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
Al  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.  —  Several  of  our 
members  have  had  some  nice  shows.  Mr.  Back,  roach, 
one  going  lib.  4oz. — Thames.  On  March  G  we  have  a 
roving  match  ;  all  start  by  first  train  on  the  morning  of 
the  match;  usual  conditions. — AV.  Jenkins. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society.  Prince  Gecrge, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. —  We  had  a  few  members  cut 
on  Feb.  27,  and  Mr.  C.  Rosserhal  a  fine  show  of  roach, 
several  over  J'.b  ,  an  i  one  fish  over  lib.  ;  Mr.  W.  Hatch 
had  a  chub  and  some  roach,  the  chub  going  over  2ilb. — 

T.  ROSSER. 

Porest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — On  Feb.  26  Mr.  Creeks 
weighed-in  Fome  fine  perch  (largest  fish  lib.  IJoz  )  ;  and 
on  the  27th  Messrs.  Head  and  Catt  weighed-in  yick.  The 
prize  winners  for  February  compet.'t  on  are  :  Mr.  Head, 
first;  Mr.  Mepdham,  second;  and  Mr.  Willetf-,  third. — 

c.  s.  c. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russall,  Isledon-r  ad, 
N. — We  were  saved  from  a  blank  on  Feb.  27  by  Mr. 
Evans,  who  weighed-in  dace.  O.hers  were  out,  but, 
owing  to  the  bad  weather,  wei'e  not  successful.  All 
members  are  requested  to  attend  on  March  7,  as  it  will  be 
ijuirterly  night  and  the  last  night  of  our  financial  year, 
tind  all  arrears  in  contributions  must  be  cleared  off  the 
books. — W.  Lawrence, 


Good    Intent  Angliue  Society,  Crown  Inn, 

Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Mr.  Flint  brought  in  a  very 
nice  jack  on  Feb.  27  ;  Mr.  Maybury,  reach  ;  and  Thomp- 
son good  class  roach.  The  moaabers  will  fish  for  pr'zos 
on  March  G  at  Paogbourne.  The  train  leaves  Paddington 
at  9  o'clock.  A  saloon  c.arriige  ivill  be  avail  ible. — R. 
Murphy. 

Great  Northsj  n  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonvil'e.  —  We 
fished  at  Henley  on  Feb.  27  for  six  prizes.  The  following 
are  the  names  of  the  wirners  :  First,  J.  Hewitt;  second, 
J.  Grist;  third,  C.  Watlirg  ;  fourth,  C.  Large  ;  fifth,  J. 
Collier;  and  sixth,  J.  Blatchley.  Our  Clerkenwell  and 
District  visit  on  Feb.  28  was  well  attended,  eleven  clubs 
responding.  The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Lincoln 
A.8.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Te  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Mr.  Russell  took  a  prize  with 
roach.  Hope  members  will  attend  next  m  e  iog  for 
business.  Members  to  go  where  they  like,  but  they  mvast 
sign  at  clubhouse  cn  Saturday  night  after  C  o'clock. — C. 
Smith. 

Hoztou  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.— On  Feb.  27  Mr.  F. 
Newton  weighed-in  roach,  and  Mr.  J.  Huntley  one  jack, 
7ib.  4:z.  Ttie  membei's  will  fish  for  prizes  on  Mai-ch  G,  at 
Ware.  On  Tuesday  evening  last,  Mar-ch  1,  we  hsld  our 
third  Bohe«aian  concert.  Mr.  G.  B.  Shipton  occupied 
the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  F.  Newton  in  the  \ioe.  Some 
excellent  talent  responded  to  the  programme,  viz.  :  Miss 
Lillie  Owen,  Miss  Costell,  Messrs.  Frank  Butler  (Harry 
Randall's  lival),  E.  D.  Hilton  (champion  patterer),  W. 
Musgrave,  jun.,  A.  Huntley),  R.  Williams,  Bob  Marshall, 
Frank  Wood,  Frank  Newton,  Masier  Barnard,  W. 
Midson,  W.  Pocock,  J.  Johnson,  Roberts,  &c.  The 
eh  airman,  in  a  few  well-spoken  woa-ds,  explained  the 
objects  of  the  A.B.S. ,  and  a  laandsome  c  )lkction  was 
made  for  that  society.  On  the  occasion  of  the  fourth 
Bohemian  concert  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  J. 
Jennings,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  Musgrave.— Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-i'oad. — Since  last  report  the  following 
weighed-in  on  Feb.  20:  Messrs.  E.  Challis,  j  aok  (heaviest, 
41b.  Goz.) ;  Croker,  roach  and  dace ;  Burwasb,  roach. 
The  concert  for  the  T.A.P.S.  and  Re-stocking  Fund  was 
a  success,  Mr.  Holder  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Croker. 
We  had  he  st  of  taleiat,  and  also  a  packed  room.  Thanking 
those  anglers  and  friends  who  kindly  came  up  and  supported 
vs  on  that  night,  Feb.  22.  On  Feb.  27  the  following 
weighed  in :  Mr.  Burwash,  roach  and  gudgeon ;  Mr. 
Croker,  a'OEc'a.  We  fish  a  match  for  lapsed  prizes  on 
March  20,  at  Ware ;  boundary  as  before ;  go  by  first  or 
second  train.  Those  membe.s  who  in'end  going  must 
attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  settle  for  pa-ogrammes  and 
char  bocks. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  We  compete 
for  three  ip2cial  prizes  on  March  6,  competitors  b.iag 
allows d  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters 
barred).  There  are  also  three  specials  to  be  competed  for 
on  Wednesday  next,  March  9;  same  conditions  as  on 
March  G,  In  the  event  of  these  prizes  aaot  be  iog  taken 
on  the  days  named  they  will  be  fished  for  again. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  Feb.  27  the  members 
of  the  above  fished  at  Windsor  for  eight  prizes,  which 
were  won  in  the  following  order:  Messrs.  Cook,  1st; 
Holmes,  2nd;  W.  Watling,  3rd;  Biffgs,  4th;  Bcckley, 
5th;  Ii'chards,  6ch  ;  Palmer,  7th;  Stevens,  8th.  Our 
return  visit  on  t'aeC.D.V.L.  will  take  placeon  Wedne-=day, 
March  16,  on  which  cocasion  some  good  talent  h  .ve 
promised  to  attend. — W.  Watlino. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— Our  nineteenth 
annual  c'inner  on  the  24th  ult.  wa^  a  decided  saccesa.  For 
this  the  best  thanks  of  the  association  are  distinctly  due  to 
the  exertioD.s  put  forth  by  the  president,  Mr.  Childs  ;  the 
vice-president,  Mr.  Veale  ;  the  chairman,  Mr.  Whitting- 
ton;  and  last,  but  not  least,  Capt.  Macnab.  The  dinner, 
served  up  by  i\Ir.  Thomas  Bush,  Bee  Hotel — the 
society's  headquarters— w£  g  a  good  one,  and  gave  satis- 
faction all  round.  The  toas's  were  :  '"  The  Queen,  the 
Prince  and  Princefsof  Wales,  and  the  remaining  Members 
of  the  Boyal  Family  "  ;  "  The  Liverpool  Angling  Assccia- 
tion,  coupled  with  the  name  of  the  President,  Mr. 
Childs";  "The  Visitois,  coup'ei  with  the  ntm  s  of 
Capt.  Parkes  ard  Mr.  T.  S.  Hunt  "  ;  "  The 
Cbaiiman,  Me.  Whittington,"  pro):o:ed  very  nicely  ly 
the  vioe-pre.sident,  j\[r.  W.  J.  Veab ;  "The  Otficeas 
of  the  Association,  coupled  with  the  names  of  tie  hon. 
treasurer,  Mr.  A.  H.  Hughes,  and  the  secretary,  Mr.  R. 
AVoolfall,"  proposed  by  Mr.  T.  Taa-buck  ;  "  Ihe  Musicians 
and  Vocalists,"  proposed  by  Capt.  Macnab  in  happy  and 
satisfactory  terms.  The  speeches  made  in  proposing  and 
acknowlf  dg'ng  tlae  toasts  were  quite  equal  to  the  occasion, 
that  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Whittiogton,  being  one  of  the 
breezy  kind,  with  plenty  of  healthy  czone  ia  it,  which 
mad3  it  very  refreshing  to  listen  to;  whilst  that  of  Mr. 
Leaman,  president  for  seven  yeai's,  had  the  true  ring  about 
it,  and  was  rencJered  in  his  wall  knowia  and  to-the-point 
style,  de  cribing  iu  the  best  manner  the  hjalthiness  sni 
pleasure  of  wandering  hither  andthither,  rod  )nhand,with 
nati;rd's  sweetr  ess  and  loveliness  all  aroucd.  Mr.  Lcanan, 
tigether  with  the  secretary,  have  been  members  of  the 
associat'oa  since  its  inception,  nineteen  years  ago.  All  hail 
friends  Childs,  Wh;ttington,  Leaman,  Veale,  Hood,  and 
Pennington,  staunch  and  true  to  the  pioaeer  association  in 
th's  neighbourhood,  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of 
ai  glers,  through  whcse  successful  exei-tions  in  the  years 
gone  by,  when  they  were  alone,  the  Liverpool  piscators 
of  th9  present  day  have  well-itocked  waters,  cheap  railway 
travelling  privileges,  and  the  right  of  fishing  in  our  public 
waters  brought  within  the  reach  of  all,  fa-iends  and  foes 
alike.    Capt.  Parkes  and  Mr.  Hunt  replied  to  the  toa't  of 


the  visitors,  and  the  secretary  to  that  of  the  oSacers.  Mr. 
Childs  prettily,  but  too  briefly,  acknowledged  the  toast  of 
the  president,  and,  after  the  consumption  of  sundry  bowls 
of  punch,  the  singing  of  some  much  appreciated  songs, 
winding  up  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  tlae  company,  at 
12  o'clock,  separated,  and  wended — some  in  cabs  and  some 
on  shanks'  pony — their  way  homewards,  highly  pleased 
with  the  evening's  entertainment. — R.  Woolfall. 

Maldon  and  Hey  bridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  FuUbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — There  were  a  good 
number  of  anglers  heie  on  Feb.  27,  but  the  cold  winds 
spoilt  good  sport.  Mr.  W.  Hunt,  a  member  of  the  West 
Ham  A.S.,  secured  some  very  good  roach,  the  largest 
scaling  lib.  7^oz.  ;  and  a  few  roEch  were  taken  by  other 
anglers.  The  smoking  concert  was  a  success  on  Saturday 
evening  last  at  the  White  Hart  Iran.  Mr.  F.  Anderson 
presided.  Several  excellent  songs  were  well  sung,  and  a 
c  illection  made  on  behalf  of  the  Langford  Fishery  Fund. 
The  next  and  final  smoking  concert  will  be  held  at  the 
above  clubhouse  on  March  12,  when  a  strong  muster  is 
expected.  There  will  be  a  competition  on  the  12th  between 
the  members  of  the  Maldon  and  Heybridge  A.S.  for  four 
prizes.  There  will  be  three  prizes  given  specially  to 
London  anglers  for  the  best  take  of  fish  caught  on  the 
13th  inst.— F,  Keen. 

Slildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N. — So  many  places  having  been  suggested  for 
our  outing  of  the  Gth  inst.  we  have  resolved  to  make  it  a 
"  general  roving  one,"  but  all  to  weigh-in  here  between 
8  o'clock  and  10.30  same  day.  Several  cf  us  have  been 
out,  both  to  the  Lea  and  Thames,  but  the  weather  has 
prevented  us  getting  anything  like  "a  decent  take." — 
A.  E.  Hendon. 

Mutual  Angling  Society,  70,  Devonshire-road, 
Stratford,  E. — Mr.  Brundele  wtijhed-in  jack  from 
Paddock  Wood  on  the  13th  ult.  (largest  fish,  71b.  lOoz.) ; 
and  jack  on  the  20th  from  Hatfield.  Mr.  Andrews  also 
had  one  of  Gib.  4oz.  from  the  latter  place.  Will  members 
in  arrears  kindly  send  tie ;r  subscriptions  in  at  once. — W. 
Clouting. 

North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Feb.  27 
C.  Lamb,  sen.,  weighed-in  roach.  Mondiy,  March  7, 
concert.  March  6,  outing  ;  start  on  the  morning  ;  bank 
fishing  only. — A.  L. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Feb.  27  the  following  weighed-in  : 
W.  Stretch,  brean  and  dioo  ;  H.  Pin'x,  datsa.  On  March  G 
the  members  will  fish  for  the  three  priteJ  left  over,  with 
four  more  added,  in  the  tidal  water  at  Teddington,  when 
I  hope  that  they  will  all  be  won. — H.  Stretch. 

Olive  Branch  Angling  Society,  Park  -  lane, 
Tottenham. — The  return  visit  of  the  above  society  in  aid 
of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  took  place  on  Feb.  28, 
when  they  were  supported  by  the  following  gentlemen: 
Mr.  Bacon,  Mr.  Franklin  (Olive  Branch),  Mr.  Williams 
(Olive  Branch),  Mr.  Grump  (Enterprise),  Ma-.  Billinghall, 
Mr.  E.  Meeohana  (Hounsfield  Otters),  Mr.  Goddard 
(Olive  Branch),  Mr.  Pemberton  (Park),  Mr.  Sparrow,  Mr. 
Cook,  Mr.  H.  Gibbs  (Olive  Branch),  Mr.  Bright,  Mr. 
Everett,  and  others.  Mr.  C.  Roberts  occupied  the  chair  ; 
Mr.  Pemberton,  vice-chair;  pianist,  Mr.  Capel.  The 
next  return  visit  will  go  to  the  Walthaiaastow  Brothers, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthanastow,  on  March  16. 
Should  like  to  see  members  of  other  societies^ muster  in 
strong  numbers.  I  am  sorry  to  say  these  visits  are  not 
supported  as  they  might  be. — W.  Franklin. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Feb.  27  Mr.  J. 
Merrick  weighed-in  lOlb.  15cz.  of  roich  ;  Mr.  S.  Orrow, 
41b.  GJoz.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Moreton,  one  jack,  Gib.  15oz. 
On  March  6  Mr.  J.  Moreton  and  Mr.  S.  Dulieu  (to  settle 
a  dispute)  fish  a  match  in  the  Lea  ;  bouiadary  from  Ratty's 
AVeir  to  Ware  BiHge ;  jack  only  to  weigh  ;  to  be  decided 
in  two  outings.  Our  second  Bjhemian  concert  in  aid  of 
the  A.B.S.  will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on  Mondiy, 
March  14,  Mr.  Friedlander,  host  of  the  Crown  and  Anchor, 
in  the  chair. — E.  Brockett. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  Eoyal  George,  Carlisle- 
street,  Westminster-road. — We  have  a  prize  outing  at 
Shepperton  on  March  G ;  train  starts  from  Waterloo 
station  7.50.  Notice  to  secretaries  to  kindly  return  sub- 
scriptions lists  on  b3half_of  Mr.  Duff,  as  we  wish  to  close 
all  accounts. — A.  H. 

Queen's  Piscatorials.  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-rrad,  N.W. —On  Feb.  27  the  following 
weighed-in:  J.  Yule,  rotc'a;  C.  Brett,  roach  and  dace; 
J.  Reeve,  chub;  C.  Shepherd,  roach;  G.  Winsby,  roach.. 
I  hop3  members  will  turn  up  in  full  force  on  Monday  next, 
the  7th  inst.,  to  assist  in  the  A.B.  programme  concert; 
programme  to  be  had  at  the  clubhouse  at  any  time. — 
Geo.  Keene. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Harcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street. — We  had  a  very  poor  show  of  fish 
on  Feb.  27,  only  a  few  rca;h  from  the  Thames  being 
weighed-in.  I  must  ask  the  members  to  attend  and  make 
themselves  clear  oa  the  book?,  as  the  season  is  drawing  to 
a  close,  and  we  want  to  make  a  frish  start,  and  decide 
upon  a  new  name  for  the  society. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Soyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Feb.  27  only  two  members, 
weighed-in,  viz.,  Messrs.  Webber  and  Holder.  Last  meet- 
ing ni^ht  it  was  aia-anged  that  we  fish  a  competition  at 
Marlow  (from  Marlow  Bridge  to  Temple  Lock),  usail 
conditions,  on  March  C.  Mr.  G.  Baidcit  was  elected^  a 
member  last  meeting  night.  We  intend  holding  a  special 
concert  cn  March  16,  and  have  the  assistance  of  some 
excellent  talent  on  that  occasion.  Full  particulars  will 
appear  in  next  week's  Fishing  Ouzelte. —  G.  Gibbons. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Prince's-road,  Lambeth. — Our  roving  competition  for 
seven  prizes  came  off  on  Feb.  27  very  successfully.  The 
majority  cf  the  members  fished  I'ulboro'.    Mr.  H.  Allan 
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was  first,  with  a  nice  show  of  bream  and  roach ;  Mr.  J. 
Leighton  was  second,  with  bream  up  to  21b.,  and  roach  up 
to  lilb. ;  Mr.  J.  Donaldson,  third  ;  Mr.  C.  Allon,  fourth  ; 
E.  Beale,  fifth  ;  and  Mr.  Kilby,  sixth.  The  specimen 
roach  prize  was  secured  by  Mr.  J.  Leighton.  On  March  G 
consolation  match  (roving). — H.  Allan. 

St.  Thomas'  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — The  result  of 
last  month's  competition  for  our  series  of  prizes  resulted 
as  follows :  Mr.  Winks,  first ;  Mr.  Stone,  second ;  Mr. 
J.  Booth,  third.  The  next  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  List 
will  take  place  at  the  St.  Thomas  on  March  21. — G. 
Geokge. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 

A  retnrn  visit  took  place  at  the  Waggonsrs'  A.S.  on 
Tuesday  last,  on  the  above  list,  but  I  was  sorry  to  see  so 
few  clubs  repressnted.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the 
St.  Thomas'  A  8.,  Spread  Eagle,  Stangate  -  street, 
Lambeth.  Date  wiU  be  announced  in  the  F.  G. — Alf 
Painter. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — On  March  1 
we  had  a  grand  muster,  and  several  members  have  had 
fish  from  Colnbrook ;  the  water  is  in  grand  condition,  and 
I  might  add,  we  have  had  a  very  satisfactory  report 
regarding  same.  On  March  G  we  fish  for  the  prizes 
recently  given  at  Working ;  we  have  twelve  prizes  to  add, 
value,  upwards  of  £10. — E.  Jennings. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Some  of  ours  were  out  on  Feb.  27,  but 
got  nothing  of  any  importance.  Our  visit  on  Tuesday  last 
was  a  fair  success,  only  nine  clubs  being  represented.  I 
wish  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  St.  Albans  A.S. 
and  Clapham  Junction  A  S.  for  their  grand  attendanca ; 
two  clubs  weie  represented  not  on  the  list,  Koyal  George 
and  the  Brompton. — H.  C . 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
An  open  competition  is  arranged  for  March  6  for  several 
special  and  other  prizes.  Messrs.  Pearson  and  Risdoa 
were  first  and  second  in  the  competition  on  Feb.  '27. — W. 
Weay. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Palmerston  Arms, 
Grosvenor-terrace,  CamberweU. — Our  March  competition 
takes  place  at  Sunbury  on  March  6  ;  all  fish  to  weigh. — 
J.  R.  Papwoeth. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Roydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  Feb.  27  the  following  weighed-in  some 
nice  takes  of  jack,  roach,  and  perch  :  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  G. 
Styman,  Mr.  Sullivdn,  and  Mr.  H.  Hier.  Members  please 
note  that  our  next  match  takes  place  at  Woking  on 
March  6.— W.  Hardon. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road. — Our  vice-president,  Mr.  E.  Andeisjn, 
has  had  the  good  luck  to  land  another  very  fine  show  of 
chub  (16Ib.  in  all)  and  one  small  jack  (31b.),  all  caught  in 
the  Windsor  district.  Other  clubs  should  note  how  well 
the  fish  are  feeding  there.  Our  leg  of  mutton  supper 
passed  off  splendidly. — E.  Haynes. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Feb.  27,  but  only  one  caught  any  fish,  Mr.  L. 
Hunt  saving  us  from  a  blank  with  eight  roach,  weighing 
71b.  lOJoz.  (the  largest  weighing  lib.  9oz  ),  from  Langford 
water,  near  Maiden. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — The  final  match  for  cup  ties  is  fixed  for 
March  6,  at  Twickenham.  We  have  arranged  a  club 
match,  an  open  roving  competition,  to  take  place  on 
Thursday,  March  10  and  Jlareh  13  ;  bank  or  punt ;  any 
.public  water  ;  for  six  prizes.  Our  president  gives  a  guinea 
tor  first  prize,  also  a  Bickerdyke's  book  for  the  heaviest 
roach  over  lib.  Members  >?oing  out  on  the  Thursday 
must  give  the  usual  notice. — J.  J.  Huntee. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — On  March  6  we  fish  a  match  from 
Richmond  Bridge  to  Teddington  Lock ;  leave  Vauxhall 
8.20,  return  from  Richmond  7.41.  Two  rods  ;  jack  barred. 
This  being  the  best  match  of  the  season,  I  hope  members 
will  make  a  good  match. — S.  H. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road, 
Wimbledon. — The  final  match  for  the  silver  cup  and  three 
money  prizes  was  fished  on  Feb.  27,  and  resulted  as 
follows;  Messrs.  D.  Kelly,  C.  Floris,  W.  Thain,  and 
J,  Furmage.  The  tikes  were  very  small.  An  outing  has 
been  arranged  for  the  7th  inst. ,  on  club  water ;  usual 
train,  prizes,  and  conditions. — S.  Peskett. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  our  weekly  meeting  on  Tueslay,  March  1,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  occupied  the  chair.  Three  new  members  were 
elected.  Fishing  reports  ;  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  jack  from  the 
Ouse  ;  Mr.  Snare,  jack  from  Kelvedon;  Messrs.  Rabbitt 
and  Gill,  roach  from  the  Ouse  ;  Mr.  Chambers,  pike  from 
Staines;  Mr.  Norman,  pike  from  Lechlade.  The  chair- 
man reported  taking  a  quantity  of  pike  from  the  West  of 
England.  A  good  report  was  handed  in  with  reference  to 
oar  trout  water  at  Chesham,  there  being  a  good  head  of 
fish.  The  opening  dinner  on  this  water  will  take  place  on 
Saturday,  April  2.  Members  are  requested  to  at  once 
communicate  their  intention  of  being  present  or  otherwise. 
The  Gresham  lugger,  stationed  at  Leigh,  and  now  the 
property  of  the  society,  is  available  for  the  use  of 
members.  Application  mast  be  made  to  the  hon.  sec. 
A  musical  evening  will  be  held  next  Tuesday,  when  as 
many  members  as  can  attend  will  do  so  to  help  it  to  a 
successful  issue.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  society  will  be 
held  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  E.C.,  on  Tuesday, 
March  22,  when  Sir  George  Brown,  C.B.,  will  preside. 
Members  intending  to  be  present  will  kindly  notify  the 
secretary  at  the  earliest  possible  date  in  order  that 
requisite  arrangements  may  be  made  for  their  comfort. 


An  interesting  discussion  then  took  p''ace  with  regard  to 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  ia  which  several 
members  took  part.  New  programmes  are  now  out,  and 
have  been  sent  to  the  members.  Every  member  is  kindly 
asked  to  make  every  itam  a  success  as  far  as  he  is  able  by 
personally  attending  the  meetings.       Alex.  Weight. 


SERAPIS  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Anotheb  of  those  pleasant  meetings  of  anglers  for 
which  this  society  is  famed  took  p'ace  last  Tuesday  niglit 
at  their  headquarters,  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Stoke 
Newington,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  ("  Straw 
Hat"),  of  Epsom,  gave  a  most  interesting  reading  on 
"  The  T'hames,  and  the  fishing,  scenery,  &c  ,  from  its  rise 
above  Lechlade,  Gloucestsrjhire,  downwards  to  London," 
illustrated  by  some  sixty  lantern  photo  views,  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Wood  and  Co.,  Cheapside,  E.G.  The  spicious 
assembly  room  of  the  Serapis  Anglers  was  filled  with  an 
appreciative  audience,  who  recorded  their  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  lecturer  for  the  excellent  treat  he  had 
provided  for  their  delectation.  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine, 
president  of  the  society,  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Emary  the  vice-chair.  Among  \iiitirs  and  members 
present  were  :  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet,"  of  the 
Fisliing  Qazette),  Mr.  Eyke  (hon.  secretary  of  the  Albert 
Piscatorials),  Dr.  Browne,  Mr.  Wm.  Penney,  Mr.  Bariow, 
and  many  guests  from  angling  clubs ;  while  all  present 
regretted  the  ab;ence,  through  illness,  of  Mr.  E.  Ridgway 
and  Mr.  Charles  Tilbury,  hon.  secretary  of  the  society, 
who,  in  conjunction  with  his  committe?,  organised  this 
very  successful  entertainment.  The  floral  decorations 
were  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Chard,  127,  Stoke  Newington- 
road,  which  fact  testifies  that  they  were  extremely  tasteful. 
The  reading  was  followed  by  a  smoking  concert,  in  which 
many  excellent  artists  gave  delight  to  the  audience. 
Among  those  who  sang  were  :  Messrs.  H.'Gaffie  (baritone), 
Wm.  Andrews  (basso),  Holden  and  Karl  Courtney  (tenors), 
also  H.  Boden  and  H.  Vine  (humorous) ;  while  Messrs. 
Carle  Kast,  F.  Hoile,  and  H.  Doncaster  were  the  instru- 
mentalists. Mr.  Biggs  was  a  skilful  accompanist.  A  vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  chairman  and  vice-chair- 
man, and  Mr.  Siufield,  the  host  of  the  White  Hart. 

D. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 
ELEVENTH   ANNUAL    OPEN  ANGLING 
COMPETITION. 
On  Feb.  25  the  committee  met  at  the  Foresters' 
Hall,   E.C.;  important  business  was   discussed.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  added  to  the  committee  :  Messrs. 
J.  H.  Harris,  E.  Brockett,  W.  Dennis,  and  C.  Evans. 
The  following  gentleman  and  societies  also  offered  prize  : 
Mr.  J.  Hatton,  Cambridge-road,  a  "  H.  S."  roach  rod, 
Mr.  A.  Dye,  1,  Finsbury  Market,  a  sack  of  potatoas. 
Mr.  F.  Thorliug,  St.  John's,  a  prize. 
Mr.  Brakes,  Bald  Faced  Stag,  Finsbury,  three  bottles 
of  whiskey. 

Mr.  C.  Hayward,  Izaak  Walton,  a  prize  value  5s. 
Mr.  J.  Poole,  Izaak  Walton,  a  prize  value  Ss. 
Mr.  J.  Vian,  Cross  Keys,  St.  John-street,  a  prize. 
Izaak  Walton,  a  prize  value  lOs. 
Dalston  Angling  Society,  pair  of  boots  to  measure. 
Original  Alexandria  Angling  Society,  pair  of  boots  to 
measure. 

Mr.  E  .  B.  Marston,  a  copy  of  the  "  Riverside 
Naturalist." 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that  a  special  train 
will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  9  a.m.,  calling  at  Hackney 
Downs,  9,10,  Tottenham,  9.15;  returning  from  St, 
Margaret's  at  6.50  p.m.  The  Great  Eastern  have  also 
granted  a  cheap  ticket  by  the  special,  at  the  following 
fares :  London,  Liverpool-street  and  Hackney  Downs, 
Is.  9d. ;  Tottenham,  Is.  3d.,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
unattached  anglers  who  wish  to  compate.  The  committee 
are  requested  to  attend  at  the  Foresters'  Hall,  E.C.,  on 
Friday,  March  11.  S.  Malby. 


MATLOCK  AND    CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

As  mentioned  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  18,  1897,  the  ova 
theu  laid  down  by  the  above  association  have  now  been 
hatched  out.  The  alevins  are  strong  and  well  formed, 
and  give  promise,  with  proper  care,  of  growing  into  grand 
fish.  Although  the  capacity  of  the  hatchery  is  very 
limited,  there  are  at  least  50,000  of  these  lovely  specimens 
of  the  Salmonidx,  eight  of  which,  in  the  three-year-old 
stage,  may  be  seen  in  the  tank  at  the  Royal  Aquarium 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  Westminster — when  all  that  has 
been  said  in  favour  of  the  cross  between  Sabno  levencm-is 
and  S. /(tr/o  may  be  verified.  These  fish  were  sent  from 
Matlock  Bath  by  ordinary  passenger  train,  and  arrived 
safely  at  the  Aquarium,  and  Mr.  Shrubsole  reported  to 
the  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  H.  Cooper)  that  half  an  hour  after 
being  put  into  the  tank  they  fed  ravenously.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  cross  produces  fish  very  suitable  for 
moderately  deep  streams,  such  as  the  Derwent  in  this 
locality,  that  they  grow  rapidly,  and  produce  splendid 
sport.    Dotterel. 


GIPPING  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  ' 
SOCIETY. 

The  twenty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Gipping 
Angling  Preservation  Society  was  held  at  the  Great  White 
Horsa  Hotel,  Ipswich,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  A.  Towns- 
hend  Cobbold  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance. 
The  chairman  read  a  letter  from  the  president,  Capt. 
E.  G.  Pretymau,  M.P.,  in  which  he  congratulated  the 
society  upon  its  success,  and  stating  that  he  hoped  his 
health  would  permit  of  his  fulfilling  his  duties  in  the 


House  of  Commons  about  the  middle  of  the  month.  The 
hon.  secretary  (Mr.  W.  Edgecombe)  gave  a  report  for  the 
past  year.  Sport  had  been  good,  some  nice  pike  fishing 
having  been  had,  fish  of  111b.,  101b.,  91b.,  and  81b.,  with  a 
good  show  of  four  to  six-pounders,  baing  recorded.  The 
stock  of  smaller  fish  was  a  large  one ;  never  more  so. 
Roach,  bream,  chub,  daca,  carp,  and  perch  were  abundant, 
and  of  a  quality  to  please  the  angler.  He  was  pleased  to 
ongratulate  the  meeting  upon  the  society's  position 
financially.  The  accounts  showed  a  balance  in  band  of 
£29  ."id.,  which  included  the  previous  year's  balance  of 
£21  53.  Cd.  The  b'jn.  presidents,  Lord  de  Siumarez  and 
Major  Robert  I'hillipp?,  and  the  president,  Capt.  Prety- 
n:an,  M.P.,  were  re-elected,  as  also  were  the  committee 
and  officers.  A  proposal  was  made  to  increase  the  pike 
minimum  from  22in.  to  24in  ,  but  objection  was  raised, 
and  it  fell  through.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the  riparian 
owners  and  tenants,  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company 
for  railway  privileges,  and  the  host,  Mr.  M.  P.  Clark, 
were  unanimously  passed.  Mr.  Clark  responded.  Sundry 
matters  affecting  the  interests  of  the  society  having  been 
discussed,  a  very  satisfactory  meeting  closed  with  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particular's  are  specially  compiled  for  the 
Fishing  Oazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent 
Agents,  55  and  60,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  with 
whom  we  have  made  arrangements  that   all  inquiries 
relating  to  patents,  designs,  and  trade  marks  will  be 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
Complete  Specieicatio.n  Accepted. 
7883.   Wilson.   Anglers'  landing  nets.    Patent  illus- 
trated. 

20943.  Fishing  vessels,  &c.  Patentee,  J.  Kay,  91), 
London-road,  Gla.sgow.  The  drawing  shows 
a  longitudinal  section.  The  turret  of  the 
boat  is  fitted  with  a  well,  in  which  slides  an 
open  tube,  by  the  lowering  of  which  the 
steadiness  is  increased.  This  tube  may  have 
a  telescopic  form.  From  the  upper  deck, 
from  which  the  fishing  operations  are  con- 
ducted, a  shoot  leads  for  the  lowering  and 
raising  of  the  trawl  net.  The  top  of  this 
shoot  and  the  sliding  tube  may  be  fitted  with 
doors  or  shutters  to  prevent  ingress  of  the 
sea.  Additional  shoots  are  fitted  for  dis- 
charging the  fish  into  the  hold.  The  fore 
and  afc  portions  cf  the  boat  may  be  protected 
by  lattica  work.  Steering  may  be  effected  by 
forcing  water  through  orifices  at  the  sides  of 
the  boat  below  the  water  lice.  Certain  of 
these  features  of  construction  are  applicable 
to  warships,  cittle  ships,  and  barges. 

Answers  to  Patent  Inquiries. 
F.  B.  (Alnwick). — We  fear  you  have  no  redress.  You 
acknowledge  that  you  used  the  time  and  miterial  of  your 
employers  in  exploiting  your  invention,  and  they  are 
accordingly  entitled  to  the  result. 


Mr.  a.  J.  Jardine,  writing  under  dite  Feb.  21,  says; 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  aud  I  went  to  bed  at  midnight  on 
Monday ;  it  was  starlight,  fine,  and  no  snow ;  but 
when  we  got  up  nest  morning  the  meadows  and 
country  for  many  miles  around  were  covered  nine  inches 
deep  with  snow,  which,  in  the  valleys,  had  drifted  to 
depths  varying  from  2ft.  to  3ft.  deep.  Butwewentto 
try,  and  persavered  in  our  fishing,  aud  capture!,  by  care- 
ful "  paternostering  "  (with  very  small  baits),  Icwt.  of  jack 
and  pike,  twenty  of  which,  from  2Jlb.  to  4lb.,  we  replaced 
in  the  water.  We  kept  six,  ranging  from  4Jlb.  upwards. 
The  threa  best  fish  went  from  9ib.  to  lOJlb.,  the  six 
weighing  401b.  Only  in  one  instance  did  we  catch  a 
pike  on  live  bait — a  9-pounder.  Thus,  in  spite  of  snow 
(much  of  which  had  faUsn  into  the  water,  and  made  it 
very  cold)  and  a  north-east  wind,  we  had  fair  fishing,  and 
were  contented  with  our  sport.  We  had  splendid  Thames 
dace:  bat  large  ones  we  ra  of  no  u-e  whatever.  The  pike 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  My  puntsman 
dropped  my  large  bait  can,  with  four  dozen  fine  dace  in  it, 
overboard  in  12ft.  of  water.  We  spant  two  hours  of  the 
best  of  the  day  trying  to  fish  it  up  with  gi-appling  irons, 
but  unsuccessfully,  and  there  it  remains  at  present;  but 
he  will  try  again,  and,  I  hope,  will  recover  it. 

 >  »  > »  <  

Lord  DuxVGLas,  while  fishing  for  salmon  on  Birgham 
Dub  recently,  hooked  a  seagull  by  the  w-ing,  the  venture- 
some bird  having  been  attracted  by  his  minnow  bai^,  which 
it  held  in  its  beak  for  some  time. 

 >  <  

Many  a  pleasant  story  has  been  written  concerning  the 
Thames,  and  in  "  Her  Wild  Oats,"  Mr.  John  Bickerdyke's 
new  novel,  which  will  be  published  shortly,  we  are 
promised  a  story  dealing  with  this  subject.  But  as  is  to 
be  expected  of  the  author  of  "Daughters  of  Thespis,"' 
there  will  be  a  soupron  of  theatrical  interest  running 
through  the  tale.  The  publisher  is  Mr.  Thomas  Burleigh, 
of  370,  Oxford-street. 


Mr.  Edmcnds,  of  London,  has  been  fishing  the  River 
Wye  (which  ruus  through  High  Wycombe),  aud,  amongst 
other  captures,  has  taken  a  nica  plump  91b.  jack.  Length, 
30in. ;  girth,  IGin. 

 >^t'*^  

Whilst  angling  in  the  Severn  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  23 
(says  the  2Ioiitgoii>enj''hire  Coinifn  Timee),  Mr,  Albert 
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Roberts,  harpLt,  Newtown,  had  a  rather  siugular 
adventure.  Whilst  talking  to  a  keeper  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  he  felt  a  pluck  at  the  line,  and  on  striking, 
found  a  small  otter  firmly  attached  to  the  tickle,  which 
Ka.3  baited  with  a  preserved  sprat.  The  li'tle  creature  was 
ultimately  landed,  and  found  to  weigh  between  41b.  and 
61b.  Mr.  Eoberts  reluctantly  bad  to  kill  it  in  order  to 
release  his  tackle. 


O.N  Fiiday,  Feb.  25,  Mr.  "W.  Dix,  host  cf  the  Epsom 
Anglers,  went  roaching.  He  does  not  sayn hether  to  the 
Serpentine  or  Clapham  Common.  I  guess  it  must  have 
been_  the  Thames  !  If  so,  he  does  n  )t  give  away  the 
locality— upper— lower— or  mid.  Anyway  he  starts  with 
what  he  lost  (two  fine  roach),  but  managed  to  secure  six, 
weighing  together  91b.  OJoz.,  made  up  as  follows : 
lib.  10|oz.,  lib.  10|oz.,  lib.  9|oz.,  lib.  8ioz.,  lib.  VJoz., 
lib.  IJoz.  They  are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Anstiss,  of 
Chelsea,  who  will  label  the  case  "  A  Day's  Catch,  by  W. 
Dix."  If  he  will  tell  me  where  he  got  them  I  will  publish 
it.   We  shaU  see  ! 

 >■»»♦<  

The  seventh  annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  will  open  oa 
Tuesday  next  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  wDI,  I  under- 
stand, be  found  very  complete.  The  Aquarium  authorities 
are  making  laudable  efforts  to  plaase  the  angler  this  year, 
and  will  doubtless  receive  his  enthusiastic  support.  There 
will  ba  a  thoroughly  representative  display  of  tackle  and 
all  kinds  of  angling  requisites,  ard  the  Aquarium  proper 
will  be  in  full  bloom. 

 >♦•»•»<  

The  largest  pike  taken  in  the  Wey  for  the  past  twenty 
years  was  caught  on  Feb.  27  last  by  Mr.  Fred  Rolt,  a 
member  of  the  Wimbbdon  Pisoitoriil  Society,  while 
fishing  at  Weybridge.  It  was  taken  on  snap  tackle,  and 
weighed  111b.  2oz. 


'  Ax  otter,"  fays  Mr.  Fred  Rolt,  "  has  apparently  been 
committing  depredations  on  the  Wey,  for  while  valking 
down  the  banks  on  Monday  I  came  across  the  remains  of 
a  splendid  carp,  heavy  in  spawn.  Half  the  fish  had  been 
eatsn,  the  head  portion  being  left  by  the  side  of  the 
stream.  The  carp,  I  should  estimate,  weighed  nearly 
81b.  Cannot  Mr.  Wheeley  put  someone  on  the  track  of 
this  varmint  ?  I  can  ear-mark  with  absolute  accuracy  the 
spot  where  it  made  its  meal  ofiF  this  handsome  specimen  of 
Cyprinu^  carpiu,  which  certainly  deserve!  a  better  fate." 

 >♦♦•»<  

"  The  old  grey  Fishmongers'  Hall,  by  London  Bridge, 
witnessed  a  strange  sight  to-day  (March  3),"  says  the 
K voting  News.  "Soon  after  one  o'clock  the  Misses 
Sayer,  tall,  graceful  girls,  who  happen  to  be  triplets,  were 
admitted  to  membership  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company, 
to  which  they  have  a  right  by  patrimony,  being  the  only 
children  of  Mr.  Deputy  Sayer.  The  ceremony  is  divided 
into  two  pirts,  and  to-day  only  saw  tte  preliminary  opca- 
ticn,  whca  their  friends  appeared  with  them  before  the 
committee,  and  went  through  the  singularly  urgracious 
task  of  swearing  to  their  ages,  or  rather,  one  should  say, 
their  age.  Happily,  for  the  peace  of  the  committee,  there 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion  between  the  young  ladies 
on  this  important  poitt,  they  would  have  cheeked  eich 
other  if  there  had  been.  The  first  part  then  was  only,  as 
the  fishmongers  themselves  described  it,  "  a  family  party." 
The  secDnd  and  more  august  pxrt  of  the  ceremony  will  take 
place  this  day  week  at  the  same  hour,  when  the  triplets 
will  be  formally  admitted  into  the  company. 

 >-*~*^  

This  is  from  Punrh  -.  ''Yes,  sir,  the  water 's  in  grand 
nrder,  but  the  fish  are  no  up  yet.    Noo  wad  be  a  fine  time 
tae  gie  same  o'  yer  London  friens  a  day  or  twa's  fishing." 
>  »  ♦  »  <  

"  While  fishing  in  the  canal  at  Halberton  on  Monday 
afternoon,"  siys  the  Tiverton  Gazette,  "Mr.  J.  Jarvis- 
Bailey  experienced  some  capitil  sport,  bringiag  to  bank 
two  exceptionally  large  pike,  one  a  female  fish,  weighing 
221b.,  and  the  other,  a  male,  turning  the  scale  at 
201b.  The  20-pounder  was  observed  lying  clos?  to  the 
'bank,_  and,  on  the  angler  throwing  his  bait  a  few  feet 
from  its  nose,  the  pike  quickly  seized  it,  and  after  making 
a  good  fight  was  landed.  Towards  dusk  Mr.  Bailey  hooked 
another  pike  of  about  41b.,  and  whilst  "playing"  it  a 
singular  incident  occurred.  The  fish  was  suddenly  seized 
by  a  male  pike,  which  by  some  means  managed  to  set  it 
free  and  got  hooked  itself.  No  one  being  near  at  hand  to 
lend  assistance,  Mr.  Bailey  had  no  easy  mattjr  to  land 
his  quarry.  It  was,  however,  "gaffed"  and  landed  after 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour's  sport. 

 >»»♦<  

"A.  E.  R."  and  othere  might  find  t^e  Lower  Stour 
Fishery  Association,  Canterbury,  serve  their  purpose. 
'This  association  preserves  three  miles  of  the  river  Stour 
situated  below  the  Stour  Fishery  Association,  i.e  ,  one 
mile  above  and  down  to  th3  village  of  Sturry,  which  is 
about_  two  miles  below  this  city.  Has  its  nursery  and 
breeding  ponds,  from  which  the  preserves  are  annually  re- 
stocked with  an  average  of  1000  two-year-old  trout. 
Season,  April  1  to  Sept.  30  (fly  only)  ;  killing  limit  13in.  ; 
both  dry  and  wet  fly  water.  Subscription,  6  guineas  ; 
entrance  fee,  5  guineas.  Within  ten  minutes  of  Canter- 
bury Railway  Station.  and  five  minutes  of  Sturry  Station, 
S.E.  Railway,  which  Is  situated  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
water.  The  honorary  secretary  is  Mr.  F.  C.  Nash,  Tower 
View,  Westgate,  Canterbury. 


The  interesting  little  match  that  was  to  have  come  off 
between  Keene  and  Spong  is  now  right  "off."  Keene, 
in  the  iS|/o/-;s(/if(»,  says  :  "I  shall  be  unable  to  fish  this 
eeaaon,  it  being  so  late."    Of  cotirse,  there  will  be  weep- 
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ing  and  wailing,  and  here  is  a  little  bit  of  "  nashing  "  ; 
"  Feb.  28.— Editor  F.O.  Dear  Sir,— If  the  fishing  match 
comes  off  between  Spong  and  Keene,  and  they  wi'l  let  me 
know,  I  will  forward  ii  each  of  them  one  quart  of 
liver  gentles  and  a  bag  of  worms  free.— G.  W.  Nash. 
Please  send  them  each  one  of  my  cards."  FToo  late, 
G.  W.  N.    They  have  lost  a  tempting  offer.] 

Mb.  Lucas  G.  Gear,  writing  from  Lowestoft,  Suffjlk, 
on  March  3,  says  :  "  Yesterday  my  friend  Mr.  Moore  and 
I,  fishing  in  private  water,  took  eight  nic3  pike,  varying 
from  41b.  to  14Ib.  weight.  All  the  fish  were  in  excellent 
condition. 



■The  annual  dinner  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  (to  which 
ladiej  are  admitted)  will  be  a  grand  affair.  G.  J. 
Chatterton,  Esq.,  will  preside.  During  the  evening  the 
late  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway),  will  be  the 
recipient  of  an  illuminated  address,  &c.,  in  recognition  of 
his  valuable  services  to  the  society  for  many  years. 
>  »  I  «  c 

Those  acquainted  with  the  Welsh  Harp,  Heudon,  will 
regret  to  learn  that  Mr.  John  Warner  is  about  to  sever 
his  connection  with  the  house,  after  a  residence  of  forty 
years.  As  a  token  of  esteem,  his  many  friends  are 
desirous  of  presenting  him  with  a  testimonial,  and  a 
meeting  was  held  for  this  purpose  at  the  Welsh  Harp 
on  Monday  evening  last,  and  upwards  of  200  guineas 
were  subsoribed  by  those  present.  Those  desirous  of 
subscribing  to  the  fund  are  requested  to  forward  their 
donations  to  the  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Milliujitoa,  20, 
Yardley-street,  W.C.  We  may  mention  that  a  general 
meeting  is  arranged  to  take  place  at  the  Welsh  Harp, 
Hendou,  on  Wednesday  next,  March  9. 

Overheard  on  Southend  Pier,  where  'Arry  and 
'Arriet  are  watching  a  well  known  member  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  pulling  in  his  line:  "What's  that  old  cove 
doin',  'Arry  ?  "  "  Ketohing  srimps  mate."  "  Yus.  so  'e 
is,  and,  look  'Any,  'e's  caught  one,  and  it's  ready  biled." 
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MR.  CHARLES  HL'SSBi'. 


Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  whose  portrait  is  here  pre- 
sented, is  probably  known  to  most  readers  of  the  FiMng 
Oazeite  both  by  his  own  name  and  by  his  Hom.<  ile  plmiie 
of  "Harold  Wood"  and  "Truthful  Tommy."  A  sea 
fisherman  all  his  life,  it  is  only  recently  that  my  friend  has 
been  convinced  cf  the  advantages  of  the  rod  over  the 
hand-line,  and  now,  like  most  converts,  he  is  enthusiastic 
on  the  subject.  Mr.  Hussey  has  had  considerable  practical 
experience  cf ,  and  has  written  much  on,  deep  sea  fishing 
and  deep  sea  fishermen,  and  that  the  subject  is  a  popular 
cue  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  his  article  on  the  heroism 
of  the  fishermen,  published  in  our  Christmas  Number,  was 
copied  into  something  like  a  hundred  of  the  principal 
London  and  provincial  papers.  An  expert  photographer, 
although  not  a  professional,  he  uses  his  camera  to 
illustrate  his  own  articles,  and  the  pages  of  the  Sleet r]i, 
Black  and  White,  the  Fishiiic/  Gazette,  and  especially  that 
exquisitely  got  up  paper,  Country  Life,  to  which  Mr. 
Hussey  is  attached,  as  well  as  many  other  newspapers  and 
books,  have  from  time  to  time  borne  witness  of  his  skill  as 
a  picture-maker.  Indeed,  his  photographs  of  "  Shrimpers 
3,nd  Shrimping,"  which  appeared  in  a  recent  number  of 
Country  Life,  are  about  the  finest  newspaper  illustrations 
I  have  seen.  It  is  whispered  that  Mr.  Hussey  will  be 
responsible  for  the  illustrations  in  his  friend  Dr.  Patter- 
son's forthcoming  book  on  fish,  in  which  the  old,  old 
subject  is  to  be  treated  in  a  new  and  original  manner. 
Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Hussey  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
B.S.A.S,,  of  which  he  is  the  corresponding  member  for 
the  Southend  and  Leigh  district. 
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On  March  13  and  1 1  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society 
will  have  a  roach  competition  on  t'ae  Thames.  Only  one 
rod  allowed,  and  no  professional  assistance.  Competitors 
are  to  weigh-in  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston,  between 
8  and  9  p.m.  each  day. 


Mk.  F.  H.  Ami^HLett,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  above- : 
mentioned  flourishing  society,  and  Mr.  T.  Lyne,  had  a> 
field  day  on  Tuesday  last  on  the  Bedfordshire  Ivel.at  Flit- '. 
wick.  They  caught  eight  dozen  roach  and  daoe,  one  chub 
and  three  jack,  the  hrgest  G|lb.  Mr.  Amphlett  tells  me  '■ 
it  rained  and  hailed  and  "  ga^ed  "  for  four  hours,  and 
generally  the  weather  was  about  as  bad  as  bad  ould  be. 


When  anjb:dy  talks  to  me  about  politics,  loijal  or 
imperial,  I  always  say,  "  Outside  please;  I  am  not  taking 
any ;  "  but  I  have  recently  received  an  appeal  to  vote  for 
certain  candidates  for  the  L.C  C.  on  the  ground  that, 
ovfing  to  them,  the  ponds  at  Battersea  Park  were 
utilised  as  fish  hatcheries,  the  fish  being  transferred  to 
open  ponds  at  Clapham,  Wandsworth,  and  other  places  to 
afford  sport  for  "  the  democratic  fisherman."  The  leaflet 
might  go  on  to  say  that  these  ponds  have  been  netted,  and 
the  fish  transferred  to  the  Lea,  the  Thames,  and  other 
rivers  at  considerable  distance  from  Battersea,  but  it 
doesn't,  and  we  all  know  what  a  bad-tampered  cynic  ones 
said  abcut  "  half  a  truth." 

If  the  cynic  who  said  that  "  A  fellow-feeling  makes  us 
wondrous  kind,"  had  reversed  it,  and  said  that  "  a  feeling 
for  a  fellow  creature  and  '  companion '  angler  in  temporary 
trouble  led  to  a  bumper  benefit,"  he  would  have  been 
quite  as  near  the  mark.  Really,  one  can  scarcely  realise 
the  chauje  when  bo  many  among  the  cream  of  the  highly- 
paid  compositors,  engaged  on  the  great  London  morning 
journals,  for  the  most  part,  are  negativing  the  taunt 
attributed,  rightly  or  wrongly,  to  the  author  of ' '  Rasselas," 
and  becoming  in  these  days  ardent  anglers. 


To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  change  ?  In  put,  no 
doubt,  to  the  cheapness  of  railway  trips  accorded  to 
organised  clubs  of  anglers  ;  secondly,  to  the  examnle  set 
by  country  printers  migrating  to  London,  and  who,  as  lads, 
found  their  way  to  the  local  river,  rod  in  hand,  ai 
naturally  as  the  infantile  quackers  take  to  water  j  and 
thirdly,  to  the  influence  cf  this  journal.  Some  non- 
speaking  Members  of  Parliament  are  confessedly  tired  of 
going  down_  to  the  House  and  voting  "  Aye  "  or  "  Nay  " 
as  party  units.  But  how  much  more  need  of  temporary 
rest  and  freedom  have  the  night  compositors  on  the  great 
journals  from  bad  copy,  inevitable  "make  evens,"  and 
proof  correcting  ?  Saturdays,  or  part  of  the  day— aye, 
and  if  some  trench  on  the  "  seventh  day  "  in  pxrt,  beside 
a  river,  far  away  from  the  din  and  smoke  of  London,  with 
a  little  sport  thrown  in,  such  a  purification  of  a  man's  body 
must  elevate  his  spiritual  nature. 

When  is  a  man  fishing  and  when  is  he  not  fishing  ?  ? 
This  is  not  a  conundrum,  but  a  question  suggested  by  a 
recent  case  in  the  Court  of  Appeal.  "My  client  was 
not  fishing,"  said  the  learned  counsel.  "But  he  was 
catching  fish,"  interpolated  the  judge.  "  Certainly,  my 
lord,"  was  the  reply.  It  really  wants  a  trained  legal 
mind  to  explain  this  ;  certainly  I  cann' t.  So  many  of  us 
are  acquamted  with  experiences  of  "fishing"  without 
catching  fs'x  that  the  converse  of  the  proposition, 
"  catching  fish  "  without  fishing,  deserves  to  be  pat  on 
record. 

 )^-«"<  

Messrs.  Blackwood  have  published  a  "Sketch  c£ 
the  Natural  History  (vertebrate)  of  the  British  Islands  " 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  whose  "  Sketch  of  the 
Natural  History  of  Australia "  was  recently  widely 
reviewed.  This  volume  is  more  comprehensive  in  nature 
than  the  Austialian  one,  and  takes  the  form  of  an 
introductory  text  -  book.  The  plates  and  numerous 
illustrations  have  all  been  specially  executed  for  the  work 
by  Messrs.  G.  E.  Lodge  and  E.  F.  T.  and  A.  K.  Bennett. 

"  Tuba  Fishing  "  is  the  title  of  an  article  which  Mr.  A. 
Irving  has  contributed  to  Blui-hvood's  Magazine  for 
March. 


The  February  number  of  "The  Anglers'  Record"  is 
just  to  hand.  Its  prestige  is  fully  sustained,  and  fcur 
pages  have  been  added  to  it.  The  editor  evidently 
possesses  the  knack  of  getting  a  lot  of  matter  in  a  little 
space.  I  suppose  he  has  a  pair  of  scissors  and  a  few  blue 
pencils !  Anyway,  the  February  number  contains  some 
excellent  reading,  by  excellent  authors,  and  the  mosi 
fastidious  could  not  grumble  at  its  contents. 


_  I  SAID  last  week  that  further  particulars  would  be 
given  with  regard  to  the  forthcoming  competition  at 
St.  Margaret's,  on  March  20,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  On 
Feb.  19  a  list  of  officers  and  committee  was  given,  with 
Mr.  "  Sam "  Malby  as  the  honorary  secretary.  I  do 
not  know  what  I  can  add,  beyond  the  fact  that  prizes 
from  generous  donors  will  be  gladly  accepted  for  this 
deserving  cause.  Further  information,  setting  forth  the 
conditions  of  the  match,  will  be  gladly  supplied  by  every 
member  of  both  associations,  or  by  Mr.  S.  Malby,  9, 
Canterbury-road,  Ball's  Pond-road,  N.  Do  not  forget 
that  this  competition  is  open  to  all  comers. 


Owner  of  fish  pond  (to  a  man  who  is  trespassing)  : 
"  Don't  you  see  that  sign,  '  No  fishing  hei-e  '  ?  "  Angler : 
"  Yes;  audi  dispute  it.  Why,  there's  good  fishing  here. 
Look  at  this  basketful.  The  man  must  have  been  mad 
who  put  that  board  up."  Dragnet, 
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^ou»  from  t|)e  ^ort$. 

A  WEEK  of  storms,  and  sport  at  a  discount,  is  tlie  brief 
yet  comprehensive  summary  of  the  past  eight  day?, 
Frozen  lines  and  nuiub  fingers  were  the  order  of  the  day 
up  till  Saturday,  when  a  fresh  set  in,  and  the  Dee,  Don, 
Ythan,  and  all  the  other  streams  were  in  flood. 


The  poor  old  Don  seems  to  be  gettinfr  worse  and  worse 
every  year.  Onca  it  was  a  first  rate  salmon  witer  to  the 
angler  and  netter  both.  Then  the  angler's  prospects 
began  to  wane,  and  for  a  time  the  netter  had  it  all  to 
himself.  Now  there  is  neither  fish  to'  the  angler  or 
netter.  It  is  fairly  played  out,  and  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  netting  stations  even  won't  be  worth  an 
old  crust.  

This  is  the  result  of  pollution  and  dam  dykes.  Formerly 
the  polluted  area  was  only  a  mile  or  so  above  the  tidil 
waters.    Now  it  stretches  inland  for  some  twenty  miles. 


Iprovinctal  Botes 


The  Ythan  opened  on  Friday,  but  owing  to  the  stormy 
state  of  the  weather  few,  if  any,  anglers  were  out.  On 
Saturday,  when  a  company  of  us  essayed  a  cast  on  its 
waters,  we  found  them  flooded  and  all  out  of  order.  Those 
in  the  vicinity,  however,  ^report  that  there  are  evidences 
of  plenty  of  fish  being  about. 


From  the  nature  of  the  season,  and  the  faot  that  early 
spring  fish  are  becoming  more  and  more  common,  we  think 
its  upper  reaches  should  afford  an  early  and  capital  cast 
for  the  tourist  angler  visiting  these  parts.  Lord  Aber- 
deen's water  at  Methlie  is  at  the  option  of  aU  who  care  to 
apply  to  the  estate  ofiice,  Haddo  House,  Aberdeen,  for  a 
ticket  free  gratis  and  for  nothing. 


The  Ugie  also  opened  on  Friday,  but  was  all  out  of  it, 
on  account  of  the  weather  and  water. 


The  success  of  those  early  birds  who  essayed  a  cast  on 
the  opening  morning  oa  the  Ugie  was  quite  phenomenal, 
and  gives  excellent  hip3s  for  the  coming  season.  It  is 
feared  in  some  quarters,  however,  that  the  threatened 
accumulation  of  "  ware  "  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  will 
spoil  that  part  of  the  tidal  unless  the  floods  prevail  in 
cleaning  it  out.   

Lord  Loyat  has  been  staying  at  Beaufort  Castle, 
Inverness,  since  the  opening  of  the  fishing,  and  has  had 
fairly  good  sport.  He  leaves  shortly  for  a  long  tour 
through  Kussia  and  Siberia. 


_  The  river  Oich,  Inverness,  has,  as  was  anticipated,  been 
yielding  the  lucky  lessees  some  famous  sport  since  the 
season  opened.  It  is  just  a  beau  iJeal  of  a  season  for 
inland  waters.  Mr.  Akroid  and  Mr.  Perkins  divide  the 
water  between  them,  and  already  the  former  has  nearly 
two  score  fish  to  his  own  rod. 


The  mid  reaches  of  the  Dee,  about  Banchory,  are  yielding 
but  poor  returns,  and  the  fear  that  the  bulk  of  the  spring 
migration,  great  and  good  as  it  has  been,  has  gone  clean 
past  IS  gaining  ground,  and  not  without  good  ciuss. 


Salmon  poaching  is  always  rife  where  there  are  bridges 
across  the  water,  from  the  greater  facility  of  working  both 
sides,  and  the  additional  means  of  escape  should  a  surprise 
happen.  Nine  out  of  every  ten  casea  on  the  Dee  may  be 
kcited  at  Cults,  Mary  Culter,  Crathes,  Banchory,  or 
Potarch.  The  other  week  it  was  Mary  Culter  which  was 
the  favourite  resort,  and  it  sent  two  parties  up  before  the 
sheriff  for  taking  unclean  fish. 


« ^  ,  ^^^^  introduced  into  Parliament  called  the 
Trawlers'  Certificates  Suspension  Bill,"  the  title  of 
which  explains  its  intention.  Trawl  captains  convicted  of 
visiting  forbidden  waters  are  to  have  their  certiSoates 
suspended.  Let  game-dealers  convicted  of  dealing  in 
poached  salmon  share  a  similar  fate  with  regard  to  their 
hcenoes. 

The  Fishery  Board's  new  cruiser  will  cost  £7000,  and 
its  picket  boat  £2350.  Both  are  being  buUt  on  the 
Olyde.  Of  course  these  will  be  for  police  duty  iu  the  first 
place,  and  fishery  experiments  in  the  next,  and  when  the 
Moray  Pirth  is  again  thrown  open  to  all  and  sundry,  and 
our  home  fleet  m  pxrticular,  then  we  may  look  for  the 
cruiser  doing  a  little  police  duty  at  the  salmon  fishery 
stations. 

The  heaviest  fish  yet  got  to  the  rod  on  the  Dee  fell  to 
Mr  Haslam,  on  the  Carlogie  water,  and  was  a  beauty  of 
^41b.  One  of  the  leading  characteristics  of  the  season  is 
the  large  proportion  of  heavy  weights  for  spring  fish 
And  It  18  gratifying  that  they  are  not  confined  to  one  spot, 
ont  pretty  well  spread  all  over.  Special  Scotch 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  discussion  at  the  lato  meeting  of  the  committee  of 
the  Provincial  Angling  Association  at  WoUerhampton,  on 
the  19th  ult.,  re  the  coarse  fish  a,ngler3  and  the  action  of 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  was  of  a  very  protracted 
nature,  and  lasted  near  upon  two  hours.    It  was  finally 
unanimously  decided  to  place  the  matter  before  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  a  lengthy  letter  giving  the  anglers'  views  upon 
the  matter  has  been  forwarded  by  the  general  secretary 
of  the  P. A. A.  to  the  president  of  the  board,  who  has  now 
the  matter  placed  before  him.    It  was  also  decided  to 
appoint  a  small  deputation  of  three,  to  consist  of  Mr.  T. 
Coles  (of  Birmingham),  Mr.  R.  Wingdeld  (of  Worcester), 
and  Mr.  E.  Sadler  (of  Kidderminster),  to  interview  the 
Board  of  Trade  providing  the  request  is  acceded  to. 
The  resolution  passed  by  the  committee  meeting  has  also 
been  forwarded,  and  is  as  follows  :  "That  in  the  opiuion 
of  this  committee,  the  proposal  of  J.  W.  Willis  Bund, 
chairman  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  to  net  the  river 
Severn  above  Lincombe  Weir,  with  the  view  of  exter- 
minating the  coarse  fish,  is  contrary  to  the  principle 
for  which  the  board  was  created,  and  ia  direct  opposition 
to  the  interests  of  the  coarse  fishermen.    This  committee 
deplores  the  fact  that  the  present  attitude  of  the  board  is 
hostile  to  a  branch  of  sport  which  in  the  past  has  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  revenue  of  the  board."     On  the 
question  of  increased  angling  representation  on  the  board, 
the  _  committee  feel  very  strongly,  and  regret  that  the 
chairman  holds  out  but  little  hope  in  this  direction  under 
the  circumstances.     The  committee  hereby  decide  to 
approach  the  Board  of  Trade  to  expliin  our  views  upon 
the  question  at  issue.    And  by  the  time  that  these  notes 
are  put  into  print  something  more  bearing  upon  this  vexed 
question  may  come  to  hand,  and  I  hope  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  grant  an  interview  to  the  deputation  appointed, 
who  are  more  than  capable  of  advocating  our  claims.  The 
eleventh  annual  dinner  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  Feb.  24,  at  the  Bir- 
mingham Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  Mr.  W.  Butter  presided. 
The  dinner  was  well  attended,  121  delegates  from  the  clubs 
put  in  an  appearance,  and  did  justice  to  the  good  things 
placed  before  them.    The  chief  toast  of  the  evening  was 
that  of  the  "  Association,"  which  was  given  by  the  chair- 
man and  responded  to  by  Mr.  T.  Coles.     The  latter 
gentleman  dealt  upon  the  Severn  Board  question,  .and  his 
remarks  were  very    warmly    received.     Othsr  toasts 
followed,  after  which  a  splendid  musical  programme  was 
given  and  fully  appreciated.    The  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  have  commenced  to  pay  their  visits  to 
the  societies  with  this  object  in  view.    The  Bird-in-Hand, 
Hillyfields,  Jubilee,  and  Junction  societies  will  be  visited 
previous  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee.    The  Ivy 
Green,  Queen's  Arms,  and  Lamp  Societies  have  made 
arrangements  to  fish  contests  on  March  6,  at  Pershore,  in 
the  river  Avon.    Some  very  good  bream  and  roach  have 
been  taken  lately  at  Wyre,  in  fact,  the  fishing  at  this 
place  gets  better  every  day,  and  I  hope  that  the  cbse 
season  will  be  fully  observed,  and  those  who  own  the 
fishery  will,  I  hope,  close  the  water  until  June  15.    A  large 
number  of  the  fields  have  been  set  apart  for  mowing  grass, 
and  no  one  wUl  be  allowed  on  them  until  the  grass  is  cut. 
Near  to  the  town  of  Pershore,  and  from  there  down  the 
river  to  Tewkesbury  very  little  fishing  will  be  allowed 
during  the  close  season.    We  are  still  having  new  clubs 
applying  for  affiliation.    The  latest  application  is  from  the 
Stag  and  Pheasant,  Woodcock-street.    No  objections  are 
offered  to  the  club's  admittance.    The  BeUbarn  Club 
hive  succeeded  in  acquiring  about  two  miles  of  the  river 
Trent  at  Pipe  Redware.    This  is  excellent  water,  and  it 
will  be  the  means  of  the  club  making  a  quantity  of  new 
members.    The  Aston  Britannia  Club  will  hold  their 
annual  dinner  shortly.    The  chief  officers  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association  are  to  be  invited,  and  will  be  asked  to 
speak  upon  the  working  of  the  Benevolent  Society. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Traditional  weather  was  associated  with  the  incoming 
of  March,  but  the  prevalence  of  wind  and  rain  storms  has 
not  deterred  pike  anglers  from  having  a  good  spsll  of 
trolling.  _  Indeed,  the  fish  at  the  present  time  are  offering 
an  unlimited  amount  of  sport,  but  many  of  those  captured 
must  have  been  unfit  owiog  to  their  sexual  condition. 
The  reports  from  the  Welland  show  that  subscribers  to 
.that  water  have  been  doing  exceptionally  well  in  the 
Deeping  district,  and  as  many  as  five  brace  of  fish  have 
fell  to  one  rod  in  a  single  day,  the  heaviest  going  up  to  81b. 
There  has  been  no  falliug  off  in  the  number  of  rods  at 
work  on  the  Witham,  and  the  sport  has  been  quite  up  to 
that  recently  experienced,  especially  on  the  lengths 
between  Kirkstead  and  Boston,  The  minor  waters  in  the 
Boston  district  too,  notably  the  Hobhole  and  Cowbridge 
drains,  have  also  been  productive  of  good  results.  Only 
a  limited  number  of  subscribers  have  been  operating  on 
the  Forty-foot,  and  nothing  heavier  than  5Jlb.  has  come 
under  notice  this  week. 


A  Great  Blessinc,  to  Hu^fANITY  is  without  doubt  a  medicine 
composed  of  ingredients  that,  whilst  it  eradicates  the  germs  of 
Oisease,  strengthens  the  system.  Holloway's  Fills  act  in  this 
manner,  and  in  general  debility,  mental  depression,  and  ner-rous 
imtabilry  there  ia  no  remedy  which  operates  so  beneflciilly 
iney  purify  the  blood,  give  tone  to  the  stomach,  ani  thoroughly 
regenerate  the  system.  They  are  mild  in  operation,  although 
most  powerful  la  removing  disease.  Delicate  fem  ales  and  youns 
fiTm  '^''^  ^'"1  safety  and  benefit.    It  would  he 

uifflcnlt  to  enumerate  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  tailing 
these  wonderful  pills.  No  household  should  he  without  them 
lor  there  is  no  complaint  which  they  cannot  cure  or  reUeve. 


exception  of   one  fish  of    about    51b.  (caught  above 
Hempholme  Lock)  very  few  trout  of  any  sine  were  taken  ; 
and  the  roach  season  has  not  been  one'  of  the  best' 
although    so    far   as    specimen    fish    are  concerned 
it  has    been    fairly  good,  for  over  fifty  roach  over 
lib.  iind  up  to  21b.  lox.  (a  record  fish)  were  woigbcd- 
in  during  the  season  for  the  Hull  Ji^eitJ.s- sp.  cimen  prizes 
But  as  the  river  and  its  tributaries  are  in  first  class  con- 
dition for  either  fly  or  minnow  fishing,  we  are  anticipating 
better  results,  so  far  as  the  trout  fisliing  is  concerned.  In 
club  circles  in  the  city  one  of  the  chief  events  of  the  pist 
week  was  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Victoria  A. S  ,  which 
took  place  at  the  White  Rome  Hotel,  and  was  a  most 
enthusiastic  affair.    The  president,  Mr.  Alfred  Wrightson 
occupied  the  chair,  being  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Dickenson 
(president  of  the  Hull   Preservation  Society),  Mr.  M 
Darby  (president  of  the  Marlborough  A.S.),  Mr.  J.  Smith 
(president  of  the  Sheffield  Ai-ms  A.S.),  and  Mr.  G.  Dixon 
(president  of  the  Central  Hull  A.S.).   During  the  evening 
the  society's  annual  prizes  were  presented  as  follows  :  Th> 
gold  medal,  for  most  points,  to  Mr.W.  Pedder,  and  the  aggre- 
gate prize  to  Mr.  W.  Downsworth;  but  the  event  of  the 
evening  was  the  presentation  of  the  annual  prizes  given  by 
the  proprietor  of  the  Hull  Ne-r^  for  specimen  fish  from  the 
liver  Hull;  the  first,  a  magnificent  marble  timepiece  fallini^ 
to  Mr.  Mark  Darby,  of  the  North  Myton  A.S.,  who  had 
weighed-in  thirteen  fish,  amongst  which  were  a  dace  of 
OJoz.,  a  trout  of  21b.  7ioz.,  a  perch  of  12.ioz.,  a  roach  of 
21b.  4oz.,  a  bream  of  .31b.  lOoz.,  and  a  chub  of  21b  oioz 
The  next  prize  was  to  Mr.  W.  Downsworth,  of  the 
Victoria  A.S. ;  and  a  piize  for  the  best  aggregate  take  in 
t.vo  club  matches  went  to  Mr.  J.  Clark,  of  the  Waltonian 
A.S. ,  with  a  weight  of  311b.  14oz.    About  100  anglers  and 
their  friends  assembled  at  the  Central  Hall,  at  the  annual 
tea,  soiree  and  uall  of  the  East  Hull  Brass  Band  Angling 
Society,  when  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  the 
band  playing  selections  at  intervals.    This  society  meet  at 
headquarters  on  Monday  evening  to  arrange  for  their  first 
match  of  the  season  ;  and  on  the  18th  inst.  the  Alexandra 
A.S.  will  hold  their  eleventh  annua!  soiree  and  ball  also 
at  the  Central  HaU.    The  Clarence  A.S.  held  their  annual 
prize  presentation  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Mr.  T.  Baines 
being  the  winner  of  the  gold  medal  for  first  aggregate 
weight ;  Messrs.  H.  Pyrah  and  William  Scholey  winning 
the  two  silver  medals;  and  Mr.  W.  Oxley  the  special 
prize  for  hca7iest  fish ;  a  handsome  timepiece  was  also 
presented  to  Mr.  S.  Everitt  for  services  rendered  to  the 
society. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  angling  season  for  trout  nominally  commenced  on 
many  of  the  rivers  ia  the  Lake  District  on  Wednesday, 
March  2,  fishing  on  the  Bela,  in  South  Westmoreland 
havmg  been  in  operation  a  week  or  two,  the  river  being 
considered  to  be  much  earlier  than  others  in  the  dis:rict 
Climatic    conditions    have    been,  however,  altogether 
opposed  to  outdoor  sports,  hail  and  snow  showers  falling 
incessantly,  accompanied  by  cold  north-easterly  winds  and 
there  has  only  been  a  small  turn  oat  of  rods  so  far.    As  to 
the  past  spawning  season,  it  is  difficult  to  spjak  with 
certainty.    Since  the  commencement  of  close  time  rivers 
have  been  high,  and  frequently  in  flood,  the  rainfall  this 
winter  being  almost  a  "  record  "  one.    As  a  consequence 
poaching  may  to  some  extent  have  been  checked  •  but  on 
the  other  hand,  heavy  floods  are  apt  to  disturb  spawning 
beds  while  yet  in  the  "red"  state,  so  that  high  water! 
may  be  said  to  work  both  ways— for  good  and  evil 
Wednesday  proved  a  better  day  than  many  of  its  pre- 
decessors, being  free  from  hail  and  rain.    Snow  stiU  caps 
the  mountains,  and  although  the  sun  shone  brightly  there 
was  a  cold  wind.    Very  little  sport  was  obtained,  although 
towards  noon  there  was  a  fair  show  of  winged  life  on  the 
water.    On  one  length  of  a  usually  good  river  four  anglers 
had  amongst  them  only  three  fish,  but  with  milder  weather 
better  things  may  be  looked  for. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  few  days  we  have  experienced  some  very 
boisterous,  wintry  weather  in  this  district,  which  has  been 
very  detrimental  to  successful  or  even  pleasurable  roach 
fishing  ;  but  the  pike  fishers  have  done  fairly  well,  both 
on  the  river  Hull  and  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  where 
also  some  good  perch  have  been  taken  with  worm  fishing. 
As  the  coarse  fish  season  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
the  weather  not  at  all  favourable  for  roach  fishing,  we  are 
looking  forward  to  the  open  season  for  trout,  which 
commences  in  this  district  on  the  16th  instant,  and  should 
the  weather  prove  anything  like  favourable  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a  better  season  than  we  had  last,  for  it  was 
one  of  the  worst  we  have  had  for  years,  for  with  the 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  County  Palatins  A.A.  have  successfully  negotiated 
a  good  meeting,  which  included  a  lantern  show  of  views 
in  connection  with  their  waters  at  Irlam  and  Caddishead. 
Messrs.  Bibby  and  Henshaw,  as  usaal,  acquitted  them- 
selves to  the  satisfaction  of  aU  present.    The  Pit  enix 
Society,   Oldham,  repsrt  progress;  new  members  are 
joining,  and  the  club  remains  numerically  and  financiaOy 
strong;  they  are  confidently  expecting  great  things  in 
189S,  and  some  members  are  now  away  piking.  Liverpool 
is  strongly  in  evidence;  they  have  at    last  got  the 
carporation  to  see  thmgs  in  a  reasonable  light,  and  to 
grant  facilities.    A  bottle  of  the  physic  that  did  the  job 
would  be  welcome  at  Manehsster.    The  Nelson  Angling 
Association,  Liverpool,  are  iu  good  condition ;  they  are 
sound  in  every  way,  and  in  "  harmony  "  have  inst  given 
strong  proof,  having  dispsnsed  a  full   evening    of  it 
at  a    "smoker."    The  Tyldesley  Angling  Assjciation 
are  winding  -  up   their   season  at   Astley   on  Match 
the  oth,  with  a  match  in  the  Bridgwater  Canal.  The 
secretary  of  the  Conservancy  Board  of  the  Ribble  has 
just  issued  an  interesting,  if  somewhat  disappointing, 
report.    The  whole  sea;son  has  been  poor,  and  the  fi<h 
generally  have  risen  badly  to  the  fly.  With  the  nets  things 
have  bten  equally  poor;  in  the  estuary  only  400  salmon 
were  taken,  the  heaviest  being  -SSJlb  ,  and  in  the  private 
i-ets  only  twenty -five  salmon  were  taken,  and  jet  the 
report  says  salmon  were  plentiful.    The  bad  weather  was 
to  blame.    Rod  fisLing  was  no  letter.    Three  anglers  tied 
with  fish  18|lb.    Trout  have  been  fairly  plentiful,  the 
heaviest  noted  being  over  .31b.    Grayling  in  s  .me  districts 
are  also  pleniirul,  and  sea  trout  have  been  taken  in  excess 
of  previous  seasms.    During  the  season  45,000  yearling 
trout  have  been  turned  into  the  river,  and  30,ODO  fry  are 
now  in  thj  hatchery  nearly  ready  for  placing  in  the  rearing 
ponds.    Only  one  case  of  pollution  is  recorded,  but  that 
was  a  serious  one,  and  resulted  in  the  loss  of  a  great 
quantity  of  fish. 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 
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A3XrGHL,EI^S'  UOTEHaS.  FISHIig-O- 


SPLENDID  SPRING  SALMON 
FISHINS. 

KENMORE  HOTEL, 

Loeli  Tay,  Perthshire. 
BOATS  TO  LET. 

Apply  Wm.  KNIGHT. 


SALMON  FISHING 

ON 

For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  Killin  Hotel. 


GRAND  HOTEL, 

ABERDEEN. 

Excellent  SALMON  and  TROUT 
ANGLINQ  /Spring  and  Autumn) 
on  River  Dee  to  be  LET  in  Rods,  for 
Visitors  staying  at  this  Hotel.— 
Apply  to  CHARLES  MANN,  Owner 
and  Manager. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

T^P.?h*^!i*^^°i^i?  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 

In  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy  s  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gre<?or  beinir 
In  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.   The  fishing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine 

io^^^^°X^L""T^''^^V°'''''l°.  P'?.?'"  botel;  excelleirbo^s  and  expfrirnced 

boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and 

L°A  w^^li^alP  t''  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  InversnaTd  or 

byAberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaehei  and 
steameri  by  these  routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel  oo^cnei  ana 

  D01IAX.D  FZSSOTTSOir,  Proprietor. 


ROSAPENNA  HOTEL,  CARRIGABT  (Co.  DONEGAL). 

THIS  Hotel,  built  in  1892  by  the  late  Earl  of  I.eitrim,  is  situated  on  the  Eossgull  Peninsula, 
midway  between  Sheephaven  and  Mulroy  Biy.  Tourists  and  Anglers  will  Had  superior 
accommodation  at  the  above  Hotel.  It  contains  over  sixty  bedrooms,  spacious  billiard,  drawing,  and 
public  rooms.  Silmon  flshin?  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagli  Kivers,  is 
free  to  Hotel  visitors  from  April  1  to  end  of  July.  Silmon  licences  can  be  had  at  the  Hotel.  Free 
access  to  numerous  likes  and  rivers  on  the  estate  for  white  and  brown  trout  fishing.  No 
charge  for  boats.  Excellent  sea  bathing.  G.olf  links,  eighteen  holes  in  a  circuit  of  3J  miles,  encircle 
tho  Hotel.    For  terms  and  further  information  apply  to  the  Manager. 


FREE   SALMON  FISHING 

ON   LOCH  NESS. 

FOYERS^OTEL. 

Under  New  Management. 
Re-decorated  and  most  Comfortably  Re 
furnished  throughout. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
overlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
t )  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Eiver  Foyers.  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
most  moderate. 

Post  and  Telegraph  Office  near  Hotel. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor, 

Late  Kenmore,  Loch  Tay,  and  Btrnam 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

OXiEZriiYON  FEBTHSHZBE. 

8j  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station, 
a  li  1\  miles  from  Pearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tiy. 

This  now  First-class  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated 
n^arthj  "  Famous  Passof  Glenlyon,  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmon  fishing  on  the  Biver 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  15.  Trout  fishing  free.  Posting. 
Poat  nud  Telegraph  OfBce  two  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  MaoPHAIL  Proprietor. 


SALMON  ANGLma. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL,— Superb  and  extensive  addi- 
tions since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
SALMO  FEROXVlsihlng  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
t5  the  best  Pishing  Grounds.  Ma^iflcent  views  of 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALMALLTHOTEL,  GLBNORCHT,  underthesame 
manajfement.  —  Guests  have  nine  miles  FREE 
.     SALMON  FISBING  on  the  beautiful  and  oele- 
b  rated  salmon  river  ORCHT.    Parties  wiring  to  asoer- 
t  itn  ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  ERASER,  PropriPfOr. 


STEATHPEFFER  SPA  HOTEL. 

THE  highest  situated  in  the  Harrogate  of  the 
north ;  close  to  the  golf  course,  and  well 
styled  by  an  old  veteran  "one  of  nature's 
courses,"  and  now  extended  to  eighteen  holes, 
nestling  amidst  scenery  and  bracing  mountain 
air  unsurpassed  in  Scotland.  Excellent  Salmon 
Angling  on  the  Eiver  Conon,  and  good  Trout 
Fishing  on  several  lochs,  free  of  charge.  Tennis ; 
cycling;  recreation  and  ball  rooms;  superior 
stud  of  carriage  and  saddle  horses. — A.  Wallace, 
M  mager.  Telegraphic  address :  "  Wallace, 
Strathpeffer." 

TOMINFOUL  ^^SSfc?'^ 
RICHMOND  ARMS. 

(In  connsction  with  King's  Arms,  Oban.) 

IV'EW  First-class  Family  Hotel  and 
-'-^  Health  Eesort;  llfilft.  above  sea  level ;  on 
driving  route  between  Braemar,  Balmoral,  and 
Crrantown.  F1SHIN&,  GoLK,  Posting.  Telegrams: 
'■flotil,  Tomintoal.  '  A.  M'TAVISH. 


BROWN  TROUr  FISHING. 
ROSSES  FISHERY, 

Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 

CAPITAL  Brown  Trout  Fishing  can  be  had  on 
the  numerous  lakes  of  this  Fishery  up  to 
end  of  Juii9,  at  the  usual  terms— £2  monthly, 
;)3.  (iJ.  da  ly.  Nearest  stition  Fintown,  West 
Donegal  lliilway.  —  For  pirticu!ars  apply  to 
Manager. 

S.  HANLON, 

Uanlon's  Hotel,  Dungloe,  Oo.  Donega'. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 

1025ft.  above  sea  level,  and  overlooking  the  Lake;  bracing  air, 
magnificent  scenery. 

Fipst-pate  TROUT  Fishing". 

600  acres  strictly  reserved  for  Fly  Fishing  only.  Trolling  allowed  over 
other  portion  of  Lake,  550  acres. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  MIXED  SHOOTING  TO  LET. 

Nearest  Station,  Llanfyllin.    Fishing  Season  commences  I/larch  7. 

Apply — 

MISS  DAVIES,  LiKE  VYfflWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY 


GROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

rhe  Mague,  Gomogne,  Morning  Star  and  Lnby, 
Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

TWENTY  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  fish— Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM  HOTEL, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and  best  laid  out  in 
the  country,  with  sanitary  arrangements  perfect,  is 
built  on  the  Mague,  and  stands  central  to  all  the  others, 
rtz..  Comogue  (half  mile).  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Ciuby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile).  Lough 
Gur  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the  hotel  at 
(pedal  low  rates.  Boats  Free.  Tariff  very  moderate. 

T.  D.  lacCARTHY,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  Sc  LOUGH  DERd 

KILLALOE,  IBBLAND. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Trout  Fishing  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station;  also  as  to 
iccommodafclou  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  ahortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  S.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe, 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.—The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  In  May,  when  the  big 
'^rout  are  about  in  thousands. 


IMPERIAL  &  ROYAL 
HOTELS, 

Patronised  by  His  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Earl  of  Arran, 
H.lW.L.,the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 

TOUBISTS  and  anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  above  hotels,  and  flrst- 
class  cuisine.  Splendid  billiard,  smoke,  and 
private  sitting  rooms,  new  bath  rooms,  hot  and 
cold  shower  lecently  fitted  up  ;  sanitary  arrange- 
ments on  most  modern  system ;  some  of  the  best 
casts  on  the  Moy  within  three  minutes'  walk ; 
only  half  an  hour's  drive  to  the  best  salmon  and 
trout  grounds  on  Lough  Conn ;  cars,  boats, 
attendance,  always  ready  to  order;  hotel 'buses 
attend  all  trains.  Special  boarding  terms  by  the 
week  if  required.  A  brake  and  pair  leave  the 
hotel  every  morning  for  the  best  fishing  ground 
in  Lough  Conn,  and  return  in  the  evening  in  time 
for  7  able  cthdte,  free  of  charge. 

The  proprietor  has  secured  the  exclusive 
Ashing  rights  on  the  preserved  portion  of 
the  river  Moy  at  Eahins,  situated  within  a 
short  mile  of  the  town,  and  where  some  of  the 
best  salmon  casts  are  known  to  be  on  the  river, 
which  are  specially  re.'ierved  for  visitors  and 
tourists  staying  at  the  above  hotels — all  flsh 
killed  being  their  own. 

N.  B. — The  proprietor  bags  to  state  that,  in 
addition  to  the  above,  he  has  juat  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  Moy  Fishery  Company,  wliich 
tipy  have  been  pleased  to  grjnt,  that  all  anglers 
staying  at  the  above  hotels  shall  have  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  fishing  the  non-tidal  p  >rtion  of  then- 
waters  tree  of  chirge.  All  flsh  killed  to  be  the 
property  of  the  angler. 

All  communications  shall  have  immediate 
attention.    Telegrams — "Plynn,  Ballina." 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Char 
PISHING  on  four  Loughs— Conn,  Cullen, 
Deirymannin,  and  Lough  Alick.  Board  and 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  ra*n,  £4  per  week; 
ard  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  iho  one  boat, 
£'i  5'.  each  per  week;  that  includes  boatmen's 
luncheon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  or 
men. — Apply  to  the  Pbopriktok. 


lOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 

FREE  SALMON,  OHAB,  TKOUT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING.— Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks ;  most  charming  scenerj ' 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lougfc 
Oollin;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough'Oonn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
a,nd  trout  fishing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modern  system.  Terms- 
board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £3  10s 
per  week.  Subscriber  begs  to  announce  that  he 
has  now  secured  the  Eight  of  2000  Acres  of  good 
Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  further  par 
ticulars  apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P,  Hbaly.  Th' 
Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 
Ireland. 


MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA 

AND 

RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  Lough  Conn. 

PATRONISED  by  the  Prince  and  Princess  o) 
Saxe- Weimar,  Earl  and  Countess  Lucan, 
Nobility  and  Gentry.  The  Proprietor  has  just 
taken  valuable  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  river  liloy, 
close  to  the  Hotel,  for  the  use  of  Anglers  staying 
there.  Fish  can  be  retained  by  them.  For 
particulars  apply  to    E.  MDRTAQH,  Proprietor 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  Kingshridge,  Devon. 
THE  SPORTING  HOTEL  OF  THE  WEST. 

r3.00D  SHOOTING  for  GAME  and 
^  BABBITS;  good  sea  fishing  (in 
Start  Bay)  ;  good  fishing  for  pike,  perch, 
roach,  and  rudd  (in  Torcross  Ley) ;  billiards 
and  tennis  ;  terms  moderate  ;  nearest  rail- 
way stations,  Eingsbridge  and  Dartmouth 
(G.W.R.).     W.  VICKEBY,  Proprietor. 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX. 

Local  Headquarters  op  Bmtish  Ssa 
Anglers'-  Sooiett. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  now  under  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  class  ac- 
commodation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentleman 
visiting  Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Commercial 
purposes. 

F.  H0MEW30D  (A.g3titB.S.A..S.),  Proprietor. 
B  jats  and  men  engaged  on  receipt  of  wire  or  letter. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Shotild  try  a  day's  Fishing  in  the  350  acre§  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDOH".  MIDDLESEX. 


Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner's. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &0. 

'  Pl>e,  perch,  roach,  Ac,  are  nnKerciui."— 

Angler's  Diary. 

Freqaent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  itatloiu 
Book  for  the  Welih  Harp  Station. 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

FREE  FISHING  to  Hotel  Guests  over  the 
private  water  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 
(recently  re-stocked).— Moderate  Inclusive  tiriff 
on  application  to  the  Proprietor. 

Season  commences  March  1. 
Plies  suitable  for  the  district  may  be  obtained 
at  the  Hotel, 


LAMB  HOTEL 

DULVERTON, 
WEST  SOMERSET. 

HUNTERS,  POSTING. 

Excellent  Free  Fishing 

For  visitors  staying  at  the  above  well- 
known  Hotel  on  rivers  Exe  and  Barle. 
First-clasa  accommodation.  Charges 
strictly  moderate. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  GWYNNE-VAUGHAN, 
Proprietors. 


Waldshut  (Baden.) 

HOTEL  BLUME. 

QOMPOETABLE    house;    fie  guests 
have  permission  to  fish  in  the  Ehine 
for  a  distance  of  21  kilometres  ;  trout  and 
other  fish  in  abundance. 

A.  PETER,  Proprietor. 


RHODA  HOUSE,  DEAL 

(Immediately  Pacing  Ses,). 
DEEP   SEA  FISHING. 

LARGE  lofty  rooms;  good  English  coolsi'ig; 
moderate  terms.  Special  provision  fir 
safe  housing  of  rods,  gear,  clothes,  <tec.  .-tat«  uf 
tides,  fishing,  and  weather  immediately  ans^>;->r»  I 
by  wire  or  letter.  Comfort  studied.  References 
o  well-known  anglers. — Tariff  on  application  to 
B.  C.  PSATT,  Proprietor. 


FOR  PURE  AIR  and  the  FINEST  INL4N3 
SCeVERY  in  England  you  must  go  t> 
TOBBIIirGTOI^.    The  Proprietor  of  the 

GLOBE  HOTEI. 

Has  many  mil'*s  of  Preserved  Water  Gi~l 
SAI.MOIT,  TBOUT,  &  FEEI.  FISHIITG 

for  Visitois.    The  town  has  a  splendid  Bowling 
Green  overlooking  the  far-famed  Castle  Hill  and 
River  Torridge.   Torrington  is  designated  Ihe 
modern  Jerusalem.    Hotel  'Bus  meets  all  trains  ■ 
Tariff  on  A.pplication, 


CHUDLEIGH,  DEVON. 

CLIFFORD   ARMS  HOTEL. 

Under  Kew  Uanag'ement. 

THIS  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  famoui 
•  Chudleigh  Bocks  and  Biver  Teigp.  Good 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing.  TICKETS  FREE 
to  VISITORS.  First-class  accommodation. — 
Moderate  inclusive  tariff  on  application  to 

H.  HEYWAED,  Proprietor. 


THE  PLOUGH  HOTEL, 

Longparish,  near  Whitchurch,  Hants,, 

AFFORDS  excellent  accommodati-in  tothoai 
fishing  the  Test.  This  hotel  is  situita  in 
one  of  the  prettiest  parts  of  the  county,  is  now 
under  new  management,  and  has  been  rpfurnished 
and  redecorated.  Excellent  cuisine.  Traps  meet 
all  trains         .  Mrs.  HARDING,  Proprieiriss. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Five  miles  private  water  of  the  Earl  of 
Carnarvon,  rivers  Exe  and  Barle,  reserved 
free  to  visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station  ;  quite  in  the  country 
five  hours  from  London. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  OBOES,  ANGLESEY. 

BRIGHT  brachig  climate.  Capital  Trout 
Fishing  (labes  and  streams).  Sea  Fishiuf, 
and  splendid  Bathing  Sands.  Grand  Sporting 
Golf  Course  adjoins  Hotel  and  sea  coast.  Plan 
of  links  and  moderate  inclusive  tariff  on  reqtiest. " 

Proprietor,  T.  i.  OOTTB'!LU 
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FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Oar  dailies  have  noted  us  that  Mr.  Victor  Cavendisli, 
M.P.,  13  about  to  introduce  a  Bill  into  the  Hou  e  which 
will  deal  with  the  sale  of  immature  fieh,  presumably,  salt 
water  youngslers;  if  by  any  means  freshwater  fish  could 
be  included,  the  anglers  of  this  city  would  rejoice.  It  is  a 
source  of  annoyance  to  see  fingerling  trout  of  Gin.  or  7iu. 
exposed  for  sale  on  the  slabs  i  f  our  leading  dealers.  And 
this  is  not  all  :  unseasonable  fish  are  exposed  and  hawked 
about  the  street ;  the  official  eye  is  perpetually  closed ;  in 
fact,  the  sight  of  the  said  eye  is  gone  altogether.  Trout 
have  been  exposed  time  after  time  that  no  school  boy 
would  degrade  himself  with  keeping.  The  Moss  Side 
Social  Angling  Society  are  now  establiehed  at  their  new 
Leadqnarters,  the  Marlbojoagh  Hotel,  Upper  Moss-lane ; 
and  for  their  nsxt  meeting,  on  the  7th,  a  good  muster  is 
desired,  as  the  regu.'ati.ns  relating  to  the  prizes, 
given  by  the  hcst  for  specimen  fish,  will  be 
discussed.  This  society  on  the  Ist  turned  500  fish  into 
the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association's  waters  at 
Irlam  and"  Caddishead  ;  to  other  clubs  in  the  association 
go  and  do  likewise,  and  more  if  possible.  The  King- 
fibhers  had  a  s;  c-essful  meeting  on  the  1st,  but  their 
agenda  dealt  solely  with  routine  and  private  business. 
Very  good  reports  are  to  hand  of  their  waters.  The 
meeting  of  the  Worsky  Canil  Fishery  on  the  11th  is 
simply  the  annual  of  the  board  of  management,  and  not 
an  open  meeting,  but  any  correspondence  sent  to  the 
Secretary  will  be  submitted.  The  Old  Standard  Angling 
Society  held  a  meeting  on  the  27th  ult.,  and  entertained 
several  visitors  from  the  Moss  Side  Socials.  A  member 
<  f  that  club,  Mr.  W.  Ta>lor,  has  consented  to  give  them  a 
1  ctu.  e  on  March  14,  on  "  Eoach  Pishing,"  to  which  a 
fe'ueral  invite  is  given  to  the  fraternity.  The  revived 
Manchester  centre  of  the  Noi  them  AngUrs'  Associaticn 
held  a  meeting  at  Clifton  on  the  25th  ult.  There  was  a 
g  )od  muster,  and  a  lot  of  subjects  were  discussed.  Those 
secretaries  who  have  not  applied  for  the  cards  of  member- 
ship should  do  so  at  once.  There  is  some  talk  going  on 
about  starting  a  club  for  ocntestin»  in  all  the  leading  open 
matches  in  the  district. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

During  Tuesday  u'ght  Ihe  Trent  here  rose  folly  3ft., 
and  the  change  shoold  be  cordially  welcomed  by  bottom 
anglers  generally.  Tne  river  had  become  unusually  low 
and  clear,  and  few  fish,  other  than  chub  arid  pike,  were 
showing  any  disposition  to  feed.  On  Monday,  in  private 
waters,  Mr.  S.  Poison  and  friends  took  six  pike,  and  on 
Friday  Mr.  J.  Woolley  and  friends  ran  and  landed  seven 
in  the  Hazleford  district.  They  also  killed  a  fair  number 
of  chub  with  pith  and  brains.  This  bait  has  also  accounted 
for  chub  on  other  portions  of  the  lower  Trent.  A  pike  of 
nearly  201b.  was  shown  at  the  Wellington  Hotel  on 
Thursday  night,  and  it  was  said  to  have  been  caught  by  a 
gentleman  named  Walker,  hailing,  I  believe,  from  Burton 
Joyce.  Previously  Mr.  Chas.  Jackson,  of  the  Wellington 
S  c'ety,  had  taken  a  brace  weighing  lljlb.  and  6|lb. 
respectively.  Before  being  able  to  cast,  Mr.  Jackson 
was  compelled  to  break  the  ice  in  the  backwater 
tn  which  ha  subsequently  operated  with  the  success 
stated.  Scarcely  any  sport  has  been  passing 
amoEgst  roach  and  bream,  though  AVednesday's  high 
water  ought  again  to  stir  up  these  fish.  The  pollution 
question  has  been  engaging  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
executive  of  the  Wellington  Society,  whose  length  at 
Shaidlow  has  been  terribly  upset  by  the  refuse  from  the 
Burton  breweries.  But  all  the  upper  reaches  have  been 
tubjteted  to  the  same  evil,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
before  long  the  fishery  board  will  take  defiiite  action.  On 
Monday  night  Mr.  W.  Foulds,  who  won  the  recent  cotn- 
patition  at  Staythorpe,  received  the  challenge  cup — he  had 
won  it  outright — at  the  hands  of  the  president  (Mr.  H. 
Warsop)  of  the  Waltonian  Society.  The  presentation 
was  mide  before  a  large  company  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  society,  the  Blue  Bell  Inn,  Peek-lane,  in  the  City.  On 
Thursday  night  the  members  of  the  Nag's  Head  Society 
dined  together,  when  the  prizes  won  at  the  late  Girton 
competition  were  handed  over  to  the  successful  com- 
petitori.  Next  Thursday  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
Association  wind  cp  the  season  with  a  handicap  on  their 
waters  at  Rolleston. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

There  has  been  some  peculiar  weather  during  the  past 
week  or  so,  and  it  has  only  been  within  the  last  few  days 
that  we  have  experienced  any  real  wintry  weather.  The 
river  Trent  has  furnished  a  gocd  deal  of  sport  among 
chub,  and  at  Kelham  and  Hazleford  bullocks'  brains  and 
pith  have  accounted  for  several  heavy  fish.  At  Tattershall 
a  good  deal  of  satisfactory  sport  has  been  obtained 
amongst  pike,  and  a  few  days  ago  an  Atterclifie  angler 
succeeded  in  catching  several  decent  sized  fish.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Rampton  and  Laneham  a  decent  number 
of  good  sized  roach  have  been  secured  ;  whilst  at  Dunham, 
that  veteran  angler,  W.  Arnold,  managed  to  catch  a  nice  lot 
of  roach,  weighing  altogether  about  171b.  In  the  waters ia 
the  Boston  district  Sheffield  anglers  have  fared  moderately 
well  amongst  pike,  and  a  ehort  time  ago  a  Sheffielder  named 
Mellor  landed  a  dozen  fish,  the  teiviest  weighing  about  111b. 
The  Wye  has  yielded  a  liitle  sport  amongst  grayling,  but 
not  much  fishing  his  been  obtained  in  the  Derwent,  and 
trout  fishing  in  the  litter  stream  has  been  fairly  satis- 
factory, the  private  waters  having  given  the  best  results. 
A  short  time  ago  two  large  consignments  of  trout, 
numbering  in  all  500,  came  from  the  Burghley  Park  and 
Wyresdale  fisheries,  and  were  turned  into  the  waters  of 
the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Association  at  Amber  Mill. 
The  fish,  which  were  of  the  rainbow  and  ordinary  brown 
variety,  were  in  excellent  condition.  A  Sheffiel  1  angler 
named  George  Harrop  was  fined  303.  including  costs  for 
fiehing  for  trout  in  the  Sheaf  at  Totley,  on  Feb.  12.  Mr. 
Farrer  Stead,  chief  officer  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board, 


said  they  had  extended  the  close  time  for  trout  to  March  14. 
Defendant's  excuse  was  that  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  the  Sheaf  was  in  the  Trent  Fishery  district,  and  he 
would  then  have  been  all  right,  as  in  that  district  the  close 
season  ended  on  Feb.  1. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Only  a  small  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  this  week. 
The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  cold  and  windy.  March 
has,  indeed,  come  in  like  a  lion.  Yesterday  and  to-day  the 
wind  has  been  very  high  and  bitterly  cold  ;  atmosplere 
bright  and  clear,  with  occasional  storms  of  hail  and  rain. 
This  being  the  opening  day  of  the  trout  season,  several 
anglers  intended  giving  them  a  turn,  but  tl  o  weather  has 
kept  them  back.  The  Severn  is  rather  high  and  of  a  very 
unpleasant  colour,  and  it  looks  very  much  like  snow  water 
that  is  coming  down,  and  is  against  successful  aDgUng. 
The  salmon  fishermen  are  having  a  poor  time  of  it  ;  all 
dow-n  the  river  to  Tewkesbury  one  or  two  of  the  nets  have 
taken  a  fish  or  two,  but  some  of  them  have  had  no  luck 
for  near  a  fortnight.  I  have  had  no  news  from  the  Teme 
since  Saturday.  Daca  and  grayling  c  ff  the  feed,  but  a 
few  good  pike  were  taken  at  Knightsford  Bridge,  largest 
about  111b.  Pike  fishing  has  also  been  good  in  the  Avon, 
in  the  Pershore,  Eckington,  and  Deffotd  reaches  of  the 
river.  Two  cr  three  of  the  working  men's  club,  fishing  at 
the  latter  place  on  27th  ult.,  spiiming  with  natural 
baits,  took  six  very  nice  fish,  heaviest  about  8jlb.  Roaih 
are  not  feeding  at  aU  weU,  and  the  take  in  this  river  very 
small. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

As  March  16  draws  near  the  fly  fishing  clubs  are  si  ow- 
ing renewed  activity,  in  anticipation  of  the  opening  of  the 
trout  season.  So  far  as  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of 
the  trout  in  the  rivers  go,  there  is  no  reason  why  anglers 
should  not  have  a  splendid  time  ;  but,  of  course,  there  are 
other  conditions,  dependent  upon  the  moods  of  the  clerk 
of  tie  weather,  which  are  of  supreme  importance.  So, 
perhaps,  it  is  just  as  well  to  lit  fly  fiihers  get  a 
decent  start,  and  then  measure  the  prospects  by  exist- 
ing probabilities.  Early  followers  of  the  sport  will  find 
the  subjoined  cast  of  good  service  on  the  Yorkshire 
streams:  Winter  Bloa  (tail  fly).  Spring  Black,  Dark 
Snipe  and  Orange,  and  Snipe  Bloa  (droppers)  :  2,  March 
Brown  (tail  fly),  Spanish  Needle,  Early  Brown,  and 
Dark  Bloa  (droppers).  Coarse  fishers  have  been  improving 
the  shining  hours  which  rt  main  before  the  close  time.  A 
good  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  rivers  and  ponds,  and 
a  number  of  very  nice  baskets  secured.  Yearly  meetings, 
ditners,  and  the  like  are  engaging  passing  attent'oQ  in 
several  quarters.  The  secretary  reported  to  the  Black  Ox 
Club  (Leeming)  a  few  days  ago,  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board, 
estimating  that  300  yearling  trout  had  been  granted  to  the 
club,  as  a  result  of  their  application  to  thit  body.  A 
rule  was  approved  to  the  effect  that  no  member  of  the 
club  take  any  trout  under  7in.  The  members  of  the 
St.  LawTrencs  Friendly  A.S.  dined  together  in  the  Fulford 
district,  York,  on  the  6th  inst.,  an  enjoyable  evening 
being  spent.  The  president  (Mr.  J.  Wrigglesworth) 
handed  over  to  the  society  a  handsome  silver  cup,  given 
by  a  leading  York  tradesman,  for  the  highest  aggregate, 
the  generous  gift  being  greatly  appreciated.  The  hon. 
secretary  (Mr.  Oglesby)  stated  that  the  past  season  was 
very  successful  as  regards  sport.  The  Diamond  Jubilee 
medals  for  the  highest  aggregate  and  heaviest  fish  caught 
in  the  matches  of  1897,  were  won  by  Mr.  J.  Green  and 
Mr.  C.  Garland.  Mr.  C.  Wilkinson,  the  treasurer,  was 
presanted  with  a  walnut  fourteen  days'  striking  half -hour 
clock,  asa  token  of  respect  from  his  fellow  members. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Therk  was  a  large  attendance  at  Monday's  meeting  of 
this  society  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  to  hear  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  editor  Fishing  Gazette,  read  his  promised  paper 
on  "  Mahseer  and  other  Fishing  in  India."  Mr.  Eegd.  E. 
Booker  made,  as  usual,  an  admirable  chairman,  and,  to  give 
additional  zest  to  the  proceedings,  a  brace  of  the  finest 
perch  exhibited  for  many  years  before  the  society  was  sent 
up  by  the  hon.  librarian,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  who  him- 
self was  unfortunately  prevented  from  being  present. 
These  two  handsome  fish  weighed  respectively  31b.  4Joz. 
and  21b.  9oz.,  and,  unlike  the  general  run  of  extra  large 
perch,  were  of  a  fine  shape.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
fish  came  in  for  a  due  share  of  attention  and  admiration 
at  the  hands  of  the  crowded  meeting.  Mr.  H.  L.  W. 
Godwin  also  brought  up  from  the  Avon  a  nice  tray  of 
roach  (six  in  all),  scaling  Joz.  over  71b.  The  heaviest  fish 
went  lib.  7ioz.,  and  the  smallest  13Joz.,  and  made  apretty 
show.  Afttr  a  brief  introduction  by  the  chairman,  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston  gave  his  paper,  his  remarks  being  illustrated 
by  beautifully  executed  lantern  slides.  At  the  outset  Mr. 
Marston  admitted  that  he  had  had  no  personal  actual 
experience  of  India  fishing,  and  was  much  indebted  to 
that  able  book  of  Mr.  Henry  S.  Thomas's,  entith  d  "  The 
Rod  ia  India,"  the  author  having  allowed  him  (Mr. 
Marston)  to  make  extracts  from  the  wort  mentioned,  and  to 
copy  some  of  the  excellent  pictures  appearing  in  it.  Con- 
tinuing, Mr.  Marston  gave  a  short  history  of  the  mahseer 
(Barhus  tor),  which  he  said  was  more  like  our  own 
common  carp  than  any  other  fish.  There  were  several 
varieties  of  it,  and  the  range  of  the  species  was  by  no 
means  confined  to  India.  Its  menu  was  extensive,  for  it 
fed  upon  small  fish,  earth  worms,  flies,  shrimps,  fresh- 
water snails,  aquatic  weeds  of  all  sorts,  seeds  of  trees  over- 
hanging the  rivers,  bimboo  seeds,  lioe,  paddy,  larg^  fresh- 
water crabs,  &c.,  &c.  Lite  baiting  and  spinning  were  the 
best  methods  of  capturing  the  fish ,  but  on  account  of  the 
strength  of  the  mahseer  the  hooks  employed  should  be 
made  extra  stout  in  the  wire,  and  at  least  150yds.  of 
running  line  used.  Messrs.  Allcock  had  manufactured  an 
admirable  winch  for  mahseer  fishing,  having  a  lever  which 


could  be  pressed  down  at  will,  so  putting  varied  checks  on 
the  line  as  the  angler  desired.  Mahseer  could  be  crught 
with  the  fly  where  the  water  and  the  run  of  the  size  of  tie 
fish  suited  its  use.  Mr.  Thomas  slid  that  by  spinning 
delicately,  and  by  the  operator  concealing  himself 
thoroughly  and  baiting  his  hook  neatly,  as  many  fish 
shtu'd  be  killed  as  by  live  biiting  ;  but  the  nituie  of  the 
fishing  sometimes  prevented  the  use  of  a  spinning  bait, 
and  Mr.  Marston  himsslf  thought,  perhaps,  that  in  a  case 
of  this  kind  roving  with  a  paternoster  might  be  succesbf  ul. 
Mahseer  were  taken  from  lib.  in  weight  up  to  1501b.  and 
more,  so  that  the  rod  should  be  adapted  to  the  weight  of 
the  fish  expected  to  b?  met  with  in  a  pirticular  river.  The 
great  danger  lay  in  the  first  rush  of  a  mahseer  after  it 
W2S  hooked,  as  it  was  almost  imp:s;iblo  to  ar;est  i's 
progress.  Its  fighting  qualities  were  superior  to  those  of 
even  the  lordly  salmon.  Although  th?  speaker  by  no  m^an  i 
advocated  the  introduction  into  this  cour.try  of  frtsh 
sorts  of  atimals  or  fish,  yet  it  was  worth  consideration 
whether  such  a  pre-eminently  fighting  and  game  fii  has 
the  mahseer  might  not  be  placed  in  some  of  our  Britith 
rivers.  Yearlings  or  small  fish  might  be  carried  to 
Ergland,  although  there  would  be  difficulty,  if  not  impos- 
sibility, in  importing  the  ova.  At  some  future  time 
perhaps  Mr.  "Thomas  might  give  his  opinion  upon  this 
particular  idea.  Mr.  Marston  said  a  few  words  about 
other  kinds  ef  Indian  fish,  especially  the  Carnatie  caip 
{Barhus  cariiaticiis)  and  the  Chitala  {Xotnpterus  ihit/iJa), 
and  had  shown  on  the  screen  a  choice  selecdon  of  views  of 
the  grand  riverside  scenery  ia  India.  He  exhibited,  loo, 
the  head  of  a  mahseer  and  a  set  of  its  teeth,  as  well  as 
a  peculiar  tiny  floait  used  in  tank  fishing.  The  paper  was 
listened  to  with  wrapt  att;ention,  and  after  Dr.  Patterso:! 
had  spoken,  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanls  was  accorded  t) 
Mr.  Mar  tan  for  the  pleasure  and  instruction  he  hi  I 
afforded  the  company.  Several  members  related  thei. 
angliag  experiences,  and  the  meeting  closed  by  the  limo 
honoured  toa'ts  being  givea.  The  annual  dinner  on 
Monday  next  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  bids  fair  to  bo  a 
great  success.  Covers  will  be  removid  at  7  p.m.  sharp. 
Mr.  Cormao  H.  O'Dond  has  kindly  undertaken  tbo 
musical  arrangements,  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  nothing 
will  be  wanting  in  this  direction.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


RIBBLE  FISHERY  DISTRICT. 
The  past  season  in  this  district  has  been,  aa  in  the 
majority  of  distiicts,  very  poor  in  regard  to  netting  in  the 
estuary,  only  about  400  salmon  and  seventy  mort  having 
baen  taken,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
net  licences  was  increased  to  seventeen,  as  against  thirteen 
last  year.  Of  the  salmon  taken  in  the  nets,  the  heavitst 
fish  recorded  weighed  SSJlb.  The  decrease  in  the  number 
of  moit  is  probably  attributable  to  the  increase  in  the 
mesh  of  nets,  as  formerly  large  numbers  were  taken  in  thi 
estuary.  In  the  nets  in  the  private  waters  rather  bittt  r 
results  were  obtained  than  last  year,  about  twenty-five 
salmon  being  taken,  Messrs.  Carnetts  taking  aboit 
fourteen  fish.  Mr.  Massey,  of  Gisburn.  who  has  taken  a 
portion  of  Lord  Ribblesdale's  fishing  at  Gisburn,  now  uses 
a  net  for  salmon.  With  regard  to  rod  fishing,  the  pa  t 
season  has  also  been  poor.  Salmon  were  very  plentifu', 
b  at  the  weather  in  the  concluding  fortnight  of  the  season 
was  much  against  fishing,  the  water  being  low  and  clear. 
Three  anglers  tie  for  the  heaviest  salmon  taken  with  the 
rod,  each  having  fish  weighing  IS.jlb.  It  is  somewhat 
remarkable  that  so  early  as  June  24  a  gentleman  at  White - 
well  hooked  and  played,  but  did  not  succ;ed  in  landing,  a 
grilse  of  about  61b.,  the  earliest  salmon  at  WLi'.ewell  for 
many  years.  Mort  fishing^  his  been  very  good  during  the 
season,  the  numbers  taken  with  the  rod  being  far  in  excess 
of  the  past  few  seasons.  Mr.  Walker,  jun, ,  of  A.ccrington, 
staying  at  the  Whitewell_  Hotel  during  August,  took 
thirty-nine  in  five  days'  fishing.  The  hsaviest  mort  takea 
writh  the  rod  was  one  which  fell  to  that  of  Mr.  Rudd,  at 
Dunsop,  the  fish  weighing  41b.  3oz.  In  all  parts  of  the 
dis';rict  trout  are  reported  to  be  plentiful,  and  in  soms 
parts  of  the  Ribble  there  are  fair  numbers  of  grayling, 
which  appear  to  be  slightly  on  the  increase.  In  this,  as  in 
other  districts,  trout  rose  badly  to  the  fly  last  season,  yet 
several  heavy  fish  were  taken,  the  heaviest  being  one  of 
31b.  2oz.,  caught  at  Gisburn.  The  weather  during  the 
spawnicg  season  his  been  very  mild,  and  large  numbers  of 
silmon  nave  been  on  the  redds.  About  the  end  of 
November  there  were  about  230  pairs  of  salmon  at  Nappa 
Stream  and  Nappa  Flat  Top.  Then,  for  about  five  weeks, 
the  river  was  in  flood,  and  fish  could  no;  be  seen  or 
counted  with  accuracy.  In  the  early  part  of  the  season 
the  river  was  frequently  in  flood,  and  the  smelt  all  went 
to  sea  in  April  and  May  without  lots,  not  a  sjlitary 
instance  of  dead  smelt  being  reported.  Up  to  August  the 
river  suffered  little  or  no  damage  from  pallution,  but  oa 
the  5th  of  that  mouth  a  number  of  fish  below  Calder-foo"; 
were  destroyed  by  the  filth  discharged  by  that  river.  It 
was  unfortunate  that  the  storm  should  have  been  felt  on 
Calderside,  as  if  Ribble  had  been  in  flood  as  well  as 
Calder  very  few  fish  would  have  been  paisoned.  Several 
persons  have  been  proceeded  against  during  the  past  jeir 
for  minor  offences  against  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  and 
all  have  been  convicted.  The  work  of  the  hatchery  dui  ing 
the  pist  year  has  been  very  satisfactorily  carried  out,  and 
out  of  60,000  eyed  ova  hatched  last  spring,  about  45,000 
yearling  trout  have  been  turned  into  the  various  pirts  cf 
the  Ribble  and  Hodder,  and  their  tributaries.  There  are 
now  in  the  hatchery  80,000  fry,  which  will  be  turned  into 
the  rearing  ponds  towards  the  end  of  next  month.  There 
has  been  an  increase  in  salmon  rod  licences  and  net 
licences,  and  also  an  increase  of  one  general  licence,  but 
trout  li.eices  have  decreased  by  forty -seven.  The 
accounts  of  the  board  shows  that  a  slight  debit  balance 
his  been  converted  into  a  slight  credit  balance,  the  intome 
and  expenditure  being  much  as  usual. 

Henrt  Backhouse. 
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ANSWERS  TO^  CORRESPONDENTS. 
L.  T.  S._  Cloake  —You  say  that  an  angling  club  has 
the  following  standard  weights  for  specimen — viz.,  chub 
21b. ;  roach,  lib.  4^z.  ;  jack,  101b.  ;  and  that  the  following 
fish  have  been  weighed-in— viz  ,  chub,  21b.  lloz. ;  roach, 
lib.  6Joz.  ;  jack,  111b  ;  and  ask  which  we  consider  the 
best  specimen  fish  ?  If  the  fish  were  all  in  good  condition 
we  should  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  the  jack  (or  rather 
pike,  for  a  jack  over  51b.  is  a  pike)  first  place,  then  the 
roach,  and  ilien  the  chub.  None  of  the  fish  is  much  of  a 
Specimen  anyway. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Co7-respondents.^ 


ANOTHER  PROBLEM  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Has  it  ever  struck  you  that  almost  every 
angler  oue  meets  who  has  reached  the  age  of  discretion  is 
more  or  less  grey  headed  ? 

I  am  exactly  forty  years  of  age,  and  for  thirty-nine 
years  I  have  been  an  enthusiastic  angler  (the  other  year  I 
have  been  told  was  spent  in  riotous  living),  and  I  am  grey 
—grey  as  an  old  badger— and  yet  I  consider  myself  in  the 
prime  of  life.  Probably  there  is  a  reason  for  this  greyuess 
in  anglers,  and  possibly  the  constant  strain  of  endeavour- 
ing to  keep  strictly  to  truth  has  something  to  do  with  it. 

In  my  own  case  I  attribute  the  cause  to  nothing  more 
or  less  than  trying  to  solve  some  of  the  problems  which 
appear  from  time  to  time  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  I  may  say  at  once  that  they  have  hitherto 
bean  far  too  difficult  for  me. 

There  cm  be  no  possible  doubt  about  their  absolute 
accuracy;  but  the  truth  lies  so  deep,  and  is  so  cleverly 
coEcaaled,  that  it  has  turned  my  hair  grey  trying  to  discover 
it.  Same  time  ago  a  graphic  account  appeared  in  these 
columns  of  a  pike  in  the  Sliannou,  near  Athlone,  swallow- 
ing a  donkey  and  cart,  and,  I  believe,  driver  as  well,  that 
had  by  accident  fallen  into  the  river.  (This  was  after- 
wards clearly  proved  by  the  wheels  of  the  cart  being 
found  inside  the  pike.)  Well,  this  problem  required  a  lot 
of  study,  and  I  gave  it  up.  A  short  time  after  this 
another  equally  wonderful  event  happened,  and  formed  a 
still  greater  puzzle. 

An  angler — I  presume  he  was  grey  headed  ;  if  he  was 
not,  he  ought  to  have  been — was  fishing  for  roach, 
doubtless  with  very  fine  tackle  and  a  very  small  hook,  when 
two  roach  (or  was  it  three  ?)  seized  the  bait  simul- 
taneously, and  both,  or  all  three,  were  hooked  and  landed 
on  the  same  fine_  little  hook  !  Now,  this  is  an  absolute 
fact ;  but  my  hair  has  grown  greyer  still  while  trying  to 
get  two  or  three  roach  on  a  hook  at  one  time.  And  now, 
sir,  you  cap  the  lot  with  your  wonderful  tale  of  two  hares. 

This  picture  is  so  delightfully  drawn,  and  the  details  are 
so  graphically  given,  that  it  carries  the  word  "  truth  " 
writ  large  on  its  surface.  The  incident,  too,  is  so  nitural, 
that  one  really  cannot  doubt  its  accuracy  for  one  moment ; 
and  yet,  sir,  there  is  just  this  probhm  I  cannot  solve: 
"  How  did  Bill  manage  to  throw  that  wax  ?  " 

Perhaps  you  will  try,  first,  to  roll  up  a  piece  of  cobbler's 
wax  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg  in  your  hand,  and,  when  it  is 
nice  and  sticky,  throw  it  at  a  hare.  I  have  tried  the 
experiment ;  but,  somehow,  the  wax  wouldn't  leave  me, 
and  I  am  still  trying  to  get  it  "  off  my  hands." 

Please  give  one  more  problem,  as  I  am  quite  tired  of  a 
grey  head,  and  want  very  much  to  be  bald.  One— only 
one— more  nice,  real,  easy  problem  will  do  it. — Yours,  &c., 

 ,  J  T  E 

A  FEW  HINTS  UPON  WADERS,  &c. 

Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent,  "  Mackintosh,"  seems 
surprised  that  I  should  have  said  so  much  more  for  waders 
and_  brogues  than  for  boots.  Well,  the  reason  is  obvious. 
I  pin  my  faith  to  waders  ;  always  have  done  so,  and  always 
will  do  so  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. '  In  fact,  I  look  upon  the 
users  of  wading  stockings  and  trousers  as  far  more  serious 
and  genuine  fishermen  than  those  who  only  use  the  boots. 
Moreover,  you  can  repair  your  own  waders  easily,  but  you 
cannot  repair  your  boots.  I  have  tried  waterproof  socks 
similar  to  those  mentioned,  and  the  idea  is  good  in  its 
way;  but,  then,  I  consider  waders  more  practical,  and 
less  vulnerable  in  vital  parts,  in  spite  of  what  your  corre- 
spondent says  about  thorns.  Verily,  the  boots  are 
practically  thorn  proof,  but  are  very  liable  after  some 
wear  to  spring  a  leak  between  the  soles  and  the  uppers. 
T  speak  of  continued  fishing  day  after  day,  but,  of  course, 
they  are  very  handy  for  occasional  fishing,  if  you  can 
afford  them  as  an  extra.  They  also  come  in  useful  for 
shooting  in  swamps,  and  are  always  used  by  the  Duck  Club 
of  New  York.  However,  everyone  to  his  taste,  but  I  will 
back  my  tanned  Angola  waders  to  give  me  more  wear  for 
my  money  than  a  pair  of  the  best  boots  going.  Now,  as 
regards  a  waterproof,  I  do  not  agree  with  your  corre- 
spondent that  silk  is  the  best  material.  In  fact,  silk, 
according  to  my  experience  (and  ej-perieiitia  docct,  as  the 
Romans  used  to  say),  is  about  the  worst  material,  andnevfer 
wears  very  long.  It  very  often  gets  sticky,  and  is  not  to 
be  depended  on  in  any  way,  as  the  manufacturers  say  they 
cannot  extract  all  the  natural  grease  from  the  silk,  and 
what  remains  causes  decomposition.  You  might,  of 
course,  have  a  bit  of  luck,  and  get  a  piece  of  good  stuff, 
but  you  would  certainly  have  to  consider  yourself  favoured 
by  the  gcds ;  and  then  your  friends  would  be  dying  with 
envy,  and  you  might  run  a  risk  with  your  life  for  possess- 
ing such  a  valuable  article  as  a  waterproof  silk  coit.  No ; 
I  don't  want  to  try  silk  any  more,  and  I  think  the  weight 
named  for  a  waterproof,  viz.,  lib.,  is  too  little.  I 
use  one  made  by  the  waterproof ers  in  Leicester-square. 
It  weighs  about  21b.,  and  is  a  strong  drab  material,  with 
no  rubber  apparent,  and  although  I  believe  mostly  wool, 
yet  has  a  silky  appearance.    I  believe  they  call  it  the 


"  Shanghai  "  cloth  or  the  "Sumatra,"  I  forget  which  ; 
but  that  is  of  little  consequence.  In  these  matters, 
chacun  a  son  goiH  as  the  French  say,  and  if  I  was 
asked  to  recommend  something  waterproof  for  sea  fishing, 
I  should  say  a  stout  oilskin  is  as  good  as  anything,  as  salt 
does  not  seem  to  agree  with  indiarubber,  or,  perhaps, 
assimilates  too  well,  and  forms  a  not  very  desirable  com- 
pound. I  may  mention  that  the  long  boots  are  very  good 
for  boat  fishing,  and  then  I  always  wear  one  of  those 
fishing  skirts  made  by  Malcom,  and  they  are  really  first- 
rate  things,  and  indispensable  for  Norwegian  fishing,  and, 
in  fact,  for  any  fishing  from  a  boat.  I  wonder  thoy  are 
not  more  worn,  as  for  practical  fishermen  it  is  the  best 
invention  of  modern  times.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  I 
have  always  found  the  best  waders  much  less  expensive 
than  boots,  and  they  also  wear  longer  and  are  more 
eponomical._  You  can  also  give  them  mora  personal  atten- 
tion than  is  possible  with  boots.  You  can  also  satisfy 
yourself  at  any  time  that  your  waders  are  sound  by  simply 
testing  them  ;  but  trying  to  test  boots  is  only  a  delusion 
and  a  snare.  You  try  it,  and  see  what  a  nice  kettle  of 
fish  you  will  make  of  it.— Yours  truly.  A,  Thorn  . 

WOOD  DUCKS— AUSTRALIAN  AND  AMERICAN. 

Sir, — I  have  to  thank  your  two  courteous  corre- 
spondents, Mr.  Chas.  T.  Bulkeley-Johnson  and  Mr.  Fred 
Mather  (the  author  of  "  Men  I  Have  Fished  With"),  for 
their  very  satisfactory  letters  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  in 
response  to  my  own  letter  as  to  wood  ducks  sitting  in 
trees,  &c. 

It  seems  that  I  have  elicited  a  fact,  viz.,  that  the 
American  wood  duck,  like  the  Australian  wood  duck, 
does  sit  in  trees  ;  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  beats  it  hollow,  as 
it  nests  in  hollow  trees,  which  fact  astonished  me,  I 
confess. 

I  notice  that  the  foot  of  the  American  bird  is  fully 
webbed. 

This  leads  me  to  go  back  in  my  memory  of  the  wood 
duck  of  Queensland,  and  (unless  thirty  years  of  absence 
has  played  tricks  with  my  memory)  I  iDelieve  that  the 
Australian  wood  duck  is  not  fiiUij  web-footed,  but  only 
three-quarters,  and  so  fixed  in  my  mind  is  this  idea  that  I 
cannot  think  I  am  wrong  until  I  am  proved  to  be  so. 
Now,  will  any  good-natured  brother  angler,  or  any  kindly 
naturalist,  who  reads  these  lines  settle  this  point?  I 
presume  that  specimens  of  the  Australian  variety  of  wood 
duck  are  to  be  found  in  the  British  and  Natural  History 
Museums,  and  a  glance  at  the  foot  of  the  duck  would 
settle  the  matter. 

I  may  add  that  I  feel  sure  that  there  is  a  distinct 
difference  between  the  Australian  and  American  wood 
duck,  for,  now  il  come  to  think  of  it,  I  never  remembsr 
seeing  the  beautiful  black  barred  feathers  one  uses  in 
dressing  salmon  flies  (and  which  are  beyond  doubt  from 
the  Arnerican  bird)  in  the  wood  drake  of  Australia  ;  and  so  I 
think  it  will  be  found  that  the  Australian  variety  is  not 
fully  web-footed,  despite  the  assertion  of  a  medico- 
naturahst  friend  of  my  own  that  he  has  been  unable  to 
find  reference  to  any  variety  of  duck  which  is  not  web- 
footed.  ,  ■ 

Till  I  know  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  continue  to  believe 
that  my  memory  is  not  deceiving  me,  and  that  the  wood 
duck  I  used  to  shoot  in  Queensland  (Port  Curtis  district) 
were  not  fully  webbed  like  the  "  black  ducks,"  which 
were  never  seen  in  trees,  and  were  fully  webbed. — I  am, 

&o.,    E.  M.  Tod. 

THE  "MANCHESTER  SWELL"  SALMON  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Harold  Wood's  inquiry  in 
your  issue  of  12th  inst.,  as  to  the  "  Manchester  Swell  " 
salmon  fly,  I  beg  to  state  that  Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co., 
137,  St.  John's-street-road,  keep  this  pattern  in  stock. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Preuthun. 

Glomstuen,  Mole,  Norway. 

Feb.  25,  1898.   ^ 

SHRIMPING  FOR  CHUB  AND  BARBEL. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  G.  Westrup  : 

1.  Boiled  sea  shrimps. 

2.  Pink  or  brown,  the  latter  in  preference,  as  they  are 
tougher ;  fished  whole  if  pink,  skinned  occasionally  if 
brown,  but  always  whole  if  small. 

3.  Used  on  Nottingham  drifting  tackle,  and  occasionally 
on  light  rolling  tackle  ;  without  float  when  fishing  sharp, 
shallow  runs. 

4.  I  have  never  fished  systematioilly  for  barbel  with 
shrimp,  but  have  picked  up  scores  of  them  ^vhen  ohubbing, 
as  many  as  seven  taken  out  of  one  bough  at  one  time. 

5.  Ground-bait  is  hardly  the  name  for  the  attractive 
morsels  used  in  chubbing.  The  following  should  be  very 
sparingly  used  to  whet  the  appetite  of  the  fish  : 

If  nothing  else  at  hand,  a  few  shi'imps  broken  up  very 
Email  and  tossed  upstream,  or  a  few  grains  of  boUed  and 
well  soaked  rice.  But  my  pet  mixture  is  one  made  up  of 
very  finely  chopped  boiled  greaves,  rice,  bran,  and  a  stale 
brown  loaf,  all  well  mixed  together,  and  when  used  it 
should  be  of  the  consistency  of  a  bran  mash,  that  is,  rather 
sloppy,  so  that  when  put  into  the  swim  the  particles 
separate  at  once,  and  in  sinking  slowly,  only  cloud  or  dis- 
colour the  water,  and  there  are  no  large  pieces  to  feed  the 
fish.       _  _      .  , 

What  is  needed  is  to  excite  the  fishes  curiosity,  and 
attract  them  to  the  neighbourhood  of  your  baited  hook. 

Never  use  clay.  In  throwing  in  the  above  mixture  it 
should  be  scattered  well  upstream,  and  the  angler  must 
tike  into  consideration  the  depth  of  his  swim  and  the  rate 
at  which  the  current  is  travelling,  so  that  the  particles 
reach  the  bough  or  eddy  he  wishes  to '  fish,  and  not  over- 
shoot the  mark,  and  sink  slowly  to  a  spot  beyond  which  he 
believes  the  fish  are  lying,  otherw;s3  he  will  be  attracting 
the  fish  away  from  his  bait. 

Now,  as  regards  the  class  of  fish  which  have  fallen  to  my 
rod  when  using  shrimp  :  I  have  killed  chub,  barbel,  dace, 
roach,  perch,  grayling,  and  trout  with  this  lure. 


Where  allowed,  the  angler  will  find  a  small  shrimp 
a  very  killing  bait  for  trout.  I  several  times  tried 
live  shrimps,  and  offered  them  to  slob  (or  estuary)  trout, 
biit  this  proved  of  no  use ;  in  the  same  stream  a  brown 
shrimp  from  the  local  fishmonger's  slab  was  taken  with 
avidity.  And  yet  slob  trout  most  certainly  feed  on  live 
shrimp. 

If  G.  ■  Westrup  wants  a  thoroughly  reliable  paste  for 
chub,  let  him  take  some  brown  shrimps,  pound  them  in  a 
mortar,  shell  and  all,  until  he  has  reduced  them  to  a  fine 
pulp  ;  then  add  an  equal  quantity  of  perfectly  clean  white 
bread  paste,  keep  on  kneading  the  two  together  in  the 
mortar  until  thoroughly  mixed,  and  use  on  a  triangle 
hook.  I  think  he  will  find  this  most  acceptable  to  both 
chub  and  barbel. 

Large  roach  will  also  take  to  this  very  kindly,  but  on  no 
account  must  the  bait  be  allowed  to  get  sour.  Whatever 
your  correspondent,  G.  W.,  may  hear  to  the  contiavy, 
he  may  take  my  word  for  it  that  the  fresher  the  shrimp 
he  uses  the  more  likely  is  he  to  meet  with  success.  A  stale 
shrimp  is  not  pleasant  to  handle,  neither  is  it  to  be 
depended  upon  as  a  lure. 

I  may  add,  as  evidence,  that  the  taking  of  barbel  with 
shrimp  is  not  accidental,  and  that  I  have  caught  these  fish 
in  the  following  places:  Datchet,  Sheijperton,  Walton, 
the  backwaters  at  Sunbury  and  Hampton  Court,  the 
Water  Galley,  Hampton  Court,  and  off  Sharper's  Island, 
in  the  old  days,  before  the  spot  was  ballasted  away ;  at 
Leonard's  Byot,  Thames  Dittou,  all  down  the  waterworks 
wall,  and  off  the  Roman  Catholic  Chapel,  Surbiton  ;  off 
the  pier,  second  arch  of  the  railway  bridge,  Kingston-on- 
Thames  ;  at  the  head  of  Steven's  Byot,  where  the  sailing 
boats  us3d  to  be  moored  ;  and  under  the  boughs  on  the 
Middlesex  shore,  abreast  of  the^eyot ;  also  in  Teddington 
Weir  pool,  fishing  off  the  weir.— Yours, 

  A.  C.  DE  BOINVILLE. 

"  SCIENTIFIC  OR  UNSCIENTIFIC." 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  a  problem,  to  my  mind,  that  con- 
cerns numerous _  readers  of  the  Fisliing  Gazette,  which 
valuable  paper  gives  us  free  scope  to  ventilate  our  various 
ideas  with  strict  impartiality.  Some  writers  mutually 
agree  to  assist  each  other  in  finding  out  the  true  meaning 
of  their  notes  and  queries  ;  others  ask  questions  with  stern 
determination  to  mutually  agree  to  differ  with  even  a 
popular  expert's  reply,  and  will  do  so  in  opposition  to  all 
past  and  present  authors,  however  they  might  assist  in 
rectifying  the  discrepancy.  For  instance,  tale  a  person 
considering  a  fish,  orfishes,  to  be  totally  different  from  what 
they_  really  are,  and  try  by  many  unscientific  scruples  to 
convince  the  unwary,  also  scientific  men,  that  the  example 
or  examples  are  a  species  of  their  own  ;  when,  at  the  same 
time,  they  have  already,  and  many  long  years  since,  been 
designated  as  a  certain  species  of  fish  (totally  different  to 
the  above  examples),  and  classified  as  such,  consequently 
twenty  pilchards  will  never  make  one  herring,  and  vice 
versA. 

Professor  Huxley,  when  on  the  Royal  Commission  of 
the  Fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom,  met  with  many 
persons  havirg  curious  ideas.  The  following  paragraph 
will  give  an  example  :  "  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  obtain 
any  satisfactory  evidence  as  to  the  length  of  time  which 
the  herring  requires  to  pass  from  the  embryonic  to  the 
adult,  or  full  condition.  Of  course,  the  fishermen  could 
all  tell ;  but  upon  the  examination  of  those  who  gave 
opinion  on  the  subject,  some  of  the  fishermen  considered 
that  a  herring  took  three  years  ;  other  fishermen  said  five, 
six,  and  even  seven  years  to  obtain  the  full  and  spawning 
condition.  Some  few  others  frankly  admitted  that  they 
knew  '  nothing  about  the  matter.'  And  it  was  not 
difficult,  by  a  little  cross-examination,  to  satisfy  himself 
that  they,  the  fishermen,  were  all  really  in  the  same 
condition — knowing  nothing  about  the  matter." 

Just  at  the  present  time  we  have  placed  before  us  a 
supposed  new  species  of  fish ;  and  it  stands  to  reason  it 
must  be  so,  bscause  the  whole  of  the  Leigh  fishermen, 
with  one  exception,  say  so :  the  one  exception  being  a 
Bucklandite.  The  writer  glories  in  being  a  Bucklandite 
also.  This  new  species  having  been  examined  by  an  expert, 
was  commented  upon  by  that  practical  scientific 
ichthyologist.  Dr.  A.  S.  Patterson,  M.D.,  F.Z.S.,  who 
kindly  invited  an  inspection  of  adult  specimens,  which  have 
been  duly  presented,  and  pronounced  by  Dr.  Patterson  to 
be  herrings  and  sprats,  precisely  the  same  answer  given 
previously  by  the  ichthyological  expert.  I  do  not  think 
any  one  who  looks  carefully  into  the  subject  will  arrive  at 
any  other  conclusion  than  that  the  examples  forwarded  were 
not  a  new  species.  Thus,  after  Dr.  Patterson's  decision, 
we  have  got  to  the  bottom  of  the  matter.  This  is  how  it 
"  Stood  to  reason." — Yours,  &c.,        Frank  Gosden. 


RE  "  THINGS  NEW  AND  OLD." 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Feb.  26  I  observe  that  "  Mona,". 
in  a  letter  to  you,  expresses  some  regret  that  I  should  get 
the  credit  for  a  new  theory  I  have  propounded  lately. 
"Mona"  says  that  he  has  thought  of  this  theory  for 
years,  and  has  even  hinted  at  it  in  print. 

I  do  not  claim  to  be  the  first  who  has  thought  of  the 
theories  I  have  adopted,  either  with  regard  to  dry  or  wet 
flies,  but  I  think  that  I  am  the  first  who  has  worked  them 
out  and  brought  them  down  to  a  definite  form.  Notwith- 
standing what  "  Mona  "  says,  however,  I  believe  that  I 
was  absolutely  the  first  to  think  of  imitating,  the  Cori.cte, 
imitations  of  two  species  of  which  family  I  described  in  the 
Field  last  June. 

He  will  also  see  in  a  work  of  mine  on  "  New  Trout 
Flies,"  which  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  BuUen  are  bringing 
out  shortly,  that  I  have  brought  wet  flies  down  to  a  some- 
what definite  limit,  rather  than  added  to  their  already 
enormous  number.  I  am  beginning  to  realise  that  every- 
one who  propounds  a  new  theory  is  told  by  many  that  they 
have  known  it  for  years — that  is,  after  he  has  given  out  his 
theory  publicly. — Yours,  &o.,  Charles  Walker. 
Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held. over. 
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A  SKETCH  OF  THE  NATURAL 
HISTORY  (VERTEBRATES)  OF 
THE  BRITISH  ISLANDS.* 


Mr.  Aflalo's  apology  for  adding  one  more 
volume  to  the  many  works  on  natural  history 
ah-eady  in  existence  is  that,  notwithstanding  the 
abundant  supply  of  works  embracing  the  various 
branches,  his  is  the  only  one  which  attempts  to 
give  us  in  a  small  space,  and  in  one  volume,  a 
plain  sketch  of  the  vertebrate  fauna  of  our  own 
islands,  and  he  modestly  adds  that  it  is  oifered 
as  no  more  than  the  merest  outline  or  intro- 
duction to  the  various  subjects  indicated.  These 
embrace  mammals,  birds,  reptiles,  amphibians, 
fishes,  and  the  lowest  vertebrates.  To  field 
naturalists,  such  a  volume  as  this,  embracing  as  it 
does  the  whole  field  of  the  natural  history  of  our 
country — so  far  as  its  fauna  is  concerned — will 
be  found  most  useful,  for  it  has  some  reference  to 
eveiy  bird,  beast,  fish,  and  reptile  to  be  en 
countered  on  these  islands.  The  description  of 
the  birds  is  particularly  interesting,  compreben 
fiive,  instructive,  and  concise,  and  the  same  may 


*  A  Sketch  of  the  Natural  History  (Vertehrate:-)  of  the 
British  Islands.  With  a  Concise  Bibliography  of  popular 
works  relating  to  the  British  Fauna,  and  a  list  of  Fi-ld  Gluba 
and  Natural  History  Societies  in  the  United  Kingdom 
By  F.  G.  Aflalo,  F.Z.S.,  F.R.G.S.  With  illustrations 
Crown  8vo.,  pp.  512.    (William  Blackwood  and  Sons  ) 


be  said  of  the  fishes  ;  and  for  those  who  wish  to 
pursue  investigations  further  there  is  a  com- 
prehensive appendix,  occupying  twenty  -  seven 
pages,  which  the  author  calls  "  Materials  for  a 
Bibliography  of  Books  on  the  British  Vertebrate 
Fauna."  Under  the  "  General "  head  will  be 
found,  amongst  many  others,  for  example,  a  long 
list  of  the  works  of  Gilbert  White ;  but  curiously 
enough,  under  "  Fishes  "  I  do  not  find  the  name 
of  Izaak  "Walton.  Another  appendix  furnishes  a 
most  useful  "  List  of  Natural  History  Societies 
and  Field  Clubs  in  the  United  Kingdom."  There 
is  also  an  excellent  index  to  every  animal,  bird, 
fish,  author,  or  county  referred  to  in  the  book. 

The  chapter  on  fishes  is  probably  the  one  to 
which  anglers  will  turn  with  most  interest. 

The  author  begins  at  the  beginning  by  giving 
the  definition  of  a  fish  as  "  a  vertebrate  animal 
that  lives  in  water,  breathes  the  dissolved  air  by 
means  of  gills,  and  swims  by  the  aid  of  fins." 
Then  he  supplies  a  "  List  of  British  Fishes " — 
family,  order,  species,  and  common  name,  &c. 
This  is  followed  by  a  succinct  description  of  the 
habits,  manners,  and  customs  of  every  freshwater 
and  sea  fish  to  be  found  in  and  around  Great 
Britain. 

The  volume  contains  a  large  number  of  very 
beautifully  produced  illustrations  of  birds  and 
animals.  There  are  also  about  twenty  pictures  of 
fishes,  which  would  be  very  nice  indeed  if  only 
some  were  a  little  more  accurate. 

Altogether  we  can  very  heartily  commend  this 
volume,  as  a  very  well  arranged  and  useful 
summary  of  all  that  is  in  the  beginning  necessary 
to  know,  to  induce  young  students  to  desii'e  to 
know  piore. 


NOTES  FROM 
KIRKBRIDE'S  NORTHERN  ANGLER, 
OR  FLY  FISHER'S  COMPANION.* 
{Continued  from  page  170  1 


The  Bunting-Lark  J'Zt/.— This  fly,  with  a  peacock 
body,  on  a  dark  day  kills  very  well  on  the  Eden, 
the  Esk,  the  Liddle,  and  the  Irthing,  in  April  and 
May.  The  body  ought  to  be  made  rather  full,  of 
a  copper-coloured  peacock  harle,  tipt  with  gold, 
and  a  brown  hackle  under  the  wings  ;  the  wings 
are  taken  from  a  feather  from  the  wing  of  a 
bunting-lark. 

The  Speckled  Dttw.— This  fly  in  April  and  May 
is  an  excellent  killer.  The  body  may  be  of  pale 
yellow  raw  silk,  with  a  fine  black  hackle  run  over 
it  all  the  way ;  the  wings  must  be  of  feather  from 
the  inside  of  the  woodcock's  wing :  or,  it  may  be 
made  as  a  hackle  fly,  with  a  portion  of  pale  yellow 
mohair,  mixed  with  a  little  fur  from  the  hare's 
ear,  and  a  short  feather  from  underneath  the 
woodcock's  wing,  near  the  butt.    Hook,  No.  8  or  9. 

The  Hare's  Ear— This  is  an  excellent  spring  fly  ; 
indeed,  it  will  kill  during  the  whole  season.  Make 
the  body  either  of  the  dark  part  of  the  hare's  ear ; 
or,  of  the  dark  part  of  the  hare's  ear,  mixed  with 
a  very  little  yellow  mohair,  and  the  wings  of  a 
portion  of  the  quill  feather  of  the  bunting-lark. 
The  colours  I  have  now  mentioned  are  calculated 
for  the  commencement  of  the  season.  When  the 
season  is  more  advanced  let  the  body  be  of  the 
yellowish  coloured  fur  from  the  hare's  neck,_  and 
the  wings  from  the  lightest  feather  of  a  starling's 
wing.  To  make  the  Hare's  Bar  an  evening  fly 
for  "summer,  take  a  portion  of  the  yellowish  quill 
feather  from  the  wing  of  the  thrush  for  wings ; 
the  body  must  be  of  the  fur  from  the  hare's  neck, 
mixed  with  a  little  yellow  mohair.  This  last 
may  be  made  as  a  spider,  or  hackle  fly,  with  a 
feather  taken  from  the  inside  of  a  thrush's  wing ; 
and  the  two  darker  flies  may  be  made  as  spiders, 
with  a  fine  feather  from  the  inside  of  the  wing  of 
the  jack-snipe.  To  all  the  shades  of  colour  which 
I  have  described  add  a  tip  of  gold  when  the  water 
is  brownish.    Hook  for  these  flies,  No.  8  or  9. 

The  Dotterel. — This  is  a  most  destructive  fly  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  killing  remarkably  well 
during  the  whole  season.  The  colour  of  the  body 
must  be  varied,  making  it  lighter  as  the  season 
advances.  The  fine  texture  of  the  feather,  and 
the  richness  of  the  golden  tint  on  the  edge,  give 

*  Kiikbride  was  a  fishing  tackle  maker  and  practical 
angler.  H's  book  is  based  on  Best's  work,  with  additions 
and  improve meiits,  and  the  dressings  of  flies  given  are  as 
a  rule  excellent — infinitely  better  than  many  of  the 
modern  stock  "  shop  patterns." — K.  B.  M. 


it  a  lightness  and  delicacy  that  render  it  a  good 
killer.  As  a  hackle  fly  it  excels  all  others.  But 
the  angler  ought  to  be  his  own  fly  tyer,  for  when 
the  fish  are  on  the  feed  they  destroy  the  feather 
very  quickly.  Almost  every  feather  of  this  bird 
is  useful.  The  best  body  for  this  fly,  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  season,  consists  of  the  dark  fur 
from  the  hare's  ear,  dyed  yellow,  with  a  tip  of 
gold  under  the  butt  of  the  wings ;  or,  as  the 
season  advances,  of  the  fur  from  below  the  hare's 
ear,  near  the  neck,  mixed  with  a  little  yellow 
mohair,  and  tipt  with  gold ;  or  the  body  of  this 
fly,  if  the  water  be  of  a  somewhat  brown  colour, 
may  be  made  with  a  little  hare's  ear,  dyed 
yellow,  which  must  be  put  on  at  the  shoulders, 
near  the  wing  or  hackle;  there  ought  to  be  a  turn 
or  two  of  gold  thread  in  the  centre  of  the  body, 
and  the  smallest  portion  of  water  rat's  fui- 
towards  the  tail ;  the  hackle  must  be  of  lighter  or 
darker  coloured  dotterel  feathers,  to  suit  the 
colours  of  the  bodies.    Hook,  No.  8  or  9. 

The  Spider,  or  Gravel  J'/y.— This  fly  appears 
about  the  middle  of  April,  if  the  weather  be 
warm,  and  continues  about  ten  or  twelve  days. 
It  is  bred  in  the  gravel,  and  may  seen  in  bunches, 
engendering.  Being  a  very  delicate  fly,  it  cannot 
endure  cold.  Make  the  body,  which  must  be  very 
thin  and  light,  of  dark  lead-coloured  silk,  and  put 
on  a  hackle  from  the  cock  starling's  breast,  under 
the  wings ;  the  wings  must  be  of  the  mottled 
feather  from  the  outside  of  the  woodcock's  wing, 
of  not  too  dark  a  brown  ;  or  it  may  be  made  as  a 
spider,  or  hackle  fly,  with  a  body  of  the  fur  from 
the  water  rat's  back,  and  a  hackle  from  the  out- 
side of  the  woodcock's  wing,  near  the  butt,  of  not 
too  dark  a  colour.    Hook,  No.  8. 

The  Starling  Hackle  Fly.— This  fly  answers  veiy 
well  in  April  and  May,  when  the  water  is  clear. 
In  the  summer  evenings,  too,  it  is  by  no  means  a 
bad  killer.  Form  the  body  of  yellow  waxed  silk, 
with  a  fine  cock  starling's  hackle  run  half  way 
down  it ;  the  wings  must  consist  of  a  portion  of  a 
feather  from  a  bunting  lark,  or  starling's  wing. 
Hook,  No.  9. 

The  Sand  Piper  Hachle.— Some  of  .our  old 
sportsmen  are  very  partial  to  this  fly.  They  use 
it  in  the  spring  when  the  water  is  clearing  off. 
Let  the  body  be  of  orange  silk,  ribbed  with  a  fine 
peacock  harle,  and  tipt  with  gold  ;  take  a  small 
freckled  feather  from  the  outside  of  the  wing  of 
the  sandpiper  for  the  hackle.    Hook,  No.  8. 

The  Coiv-dung  F/j/.— Although  this  is  not  a 
water  fly,  it  generally  proves  a  good  kiUer.  It  is 
seldom  used,  however,  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
except  on  Ullswater,  where  it  kills  uncommonly 
well  in  April  and  May.  The  body  must  be  thinly 
dubbed  with  dirty  yellow  and  olive  mohair,  well 
mixed,  and  a  ginger  hackle  must  be  put  on  iov 
legs ;  the  wings  must  be  of  the  landrail's  wing 
feather.  The  spider,  or  hackle  fly,  is  made  with 
a  body  the  same  as  that  already  described,  and  a 
hackle  from  the  underside  of  the  landrail's  wing. 
It  ought  to  be  tipt  at  the  tail  with  gold  wire. 
Hook,  No.  7  or  8. 

The  Golden  Plover  Fly.— This  is  one  of  our 
North-country  flies,  and  kills  at  times  tolerably 
well  on  some  of  our  rivers  in  April  and  May. 
When  made  as  a  winged  fly,  the  body  must  hi  of 
orange  or  yellow  raw  silk,  with  a  black  hackle  run 
over^it  up  to  the  shoulders;  the  wings  must  be 
of  a  feather  from  the  back  or  shoulders  of  the 
golden  plover.  The  tail  may  be  tipt  -with  gold. 
When  made  as  a  spider  fly,  the  body  ought  to 
consist  of  the  fur  from  the  hare's  ear,  dyed  yellow 
—mottled  feather  from  the  back  of  the  plover. 
Hook,  No.  8  or  9. 

The  Grannom  Fly,  or  (ri-ee)i<az7.— This  fly  makes 
its  appearance,  if  the  weather  be  warm,  about  the 
latter  end  of  April.  It  is  bred  at  the  bottom  of 
the  river,  and  ascends  to  the  surface.  The  husks, 
or  shells,  left  by  the  insects  are  sometimes  so 
abundant  that  they  actually  resemble  large 
quantities  of  chaff  thrown  upon  the  river.  At 
first  the  trout  take  the  Greentail  greedily,  and 
Become  so  glutted  that  they  will  neither  take  this 
nor  any  other  fly,  except  in  the  evenings,  when 
the  swarm  retire  to  the  fields  and  trees  to 
engender,  from  whence  they  return  to  the  river  to 
deposit  their  eggs,  a  bimch  of  which  the  females 
carry  at  their  tails.  To  this  small  green  bundle 
our  anglers  ascribe  the  circumstance  of  the  fish 
being  sickened  by  feeding  at  the  surface  of  the 
water.  The  method  of  making  this  fly  is  as 
follows  :  The  body  must  be  of  the  dark  fur  from 
the  hare's  ear,  with  a  sooty-black  hackle  under 
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the  wings,  and  two  or  three  turns  of  green  peacock 
harle  for  the  tail ;  let  the  wings  be  of  a  feather 
from  the  partridge  wing.  There  are  four  quill 
feathers  near  the  butt  of  the  parti-idge's  wing,  the 
outside  of  which  exactly  resembles  the  wing  of 
the  fly.    Hook,  No.  8. 

{To  be  continued.) 


TROUT  DOING  WELL  IN  S.  AFRICA. 

[We  have  to  thank  Commander  H.  de  la  Cour 
Travers,  of  the  EosUn  Castle,  Castle  Liner,  for 
the  following  very  interesting  cutting  from  the 
Cape  Mercury  of  Feb.  1.  In  a  note  accompanying 
the  cutting  Commander  Travers  says :  "  I  hope  I 
shall  live  to  hear  of  the  capture  of 
a  noble  10-pounder  in  the  heart  of 
Matabeleland,  and  that  the  lordly 
salmon  is  waiting  to  ascend  the  falls 
on  the  Zamlesi."    We  hope  so,  too, 
only  they  will  want  some  pretty  tall  I  ' 

fish  ladders  to  help  him  over. — Ed. 
F.  G.] 

"  If  there  is  a  proud  man  in  King 
William's  Town  to-day,  that  man  is 
Mr.  J.  D.  Ellis,  for  his  assiduous 
efforts  at  pisciculture  in  the  Colony 
have  at  length  been  rewarded  by  the 
production  of  some  of  the  finest  trout 
we  have  been  privileged  to  see  for 
many  a  long  day.    It  was  in  1894  that 
a  society  was  formed  in  King  William's 
Town  for  the  acclimatisation  of  trout  and 
other  British  fish,  as  well  as  birda  and 
animals  in  South  Afiioa,  and  application  for 
assistance  was  made  to  the  Agricultural 
Department.    Mr.  Currey,  the  Permanent 
Under-Secretary,  at  once  grasped  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  idea,  and  an  annual  grant  of 
£500  was  placed  on  the  Eitimates,  which 
has  been  continued  to  the  society  ever  sincf . 
Year  by  year  the  society  has  imported 
the  ova  of  the  Loch  Leven  trout,  Salmo 
/ario,  perch,  tench,  and  carp,  and  up  to  the  present  time 
the  most  gratifying  success  has  attended  the  operations  of 
the  society.    The  hatchery,  in  the  first  iostance,  was  on 
the  top  of  Mount  Evelyn,  but,  owing  to  certain  diffi- 
culties, amcng  which  the  scarcity  of  water  was  the  most 
serious,  it  was  removed  later  on  to  the  lower  portion  of 
the  bush  at  the  Pirie  Forest  Station,  known  as  Budge's 
Bush.    At  that  time  the  hatchery  was  under  the  charge 
of  Mr.  B.  Latour,  but  for  the  last  two  years  it  has  been 
under  the  curatorship  of  Mr.  A.  N.  Stenning.  The 
society,  owing  to  many  drawbacks,  has  had  great  diffi- 
culties to  contend  against,  but  it  has  been  successful  in 
liberating  over  25,000  fry  in  the  Keiskama,  Eabula,  Wolf, 
Toise,  Thomas,  Klipplaats,  Greytown,  Gonubie,  Kabusi, 
and  Buffalo  rivers.    One  consignment  was  forwarded  to 
that  very  enterprising  firm  of  frontier  farmers,  Messrs. 
Halse  Brothers,  of  Carnarvon  Farm,  and  Mr.  Walter 
Halse  took  the  trouble  to  travel  all  the  way  from  his  farm 
to  take  charge  of  the  fry  to  their  destination.    He  was 
successful  in  getting-  them   home  with  a  very'  small 
percentage  of  loss,  but  after  having  liberated  them  in  bis 
immense  reservoirs,  they  were  lost  to  sight,  though  to 
memory  dear,  and    the    Brothers  Halse  were  much 
exercised  in  their  minds  as  to  what  had  become  of  them, 
and  wrote  many  plaintive  letters  to  the  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  J.   D.  Ellis,  on  the  subject  of  the  mysterious 
disappearance.    But  there  was  a  surprise  in  store  for 
Messrs.  Halse,  and  for  the  society  also,  for  during  Ihe 
late  floods  it  was  found  that,  owing  to  a  leakage  in  the 
reservoir  at  Carnarvon,  one  of  the  trout  was  washed 
over,  and  so  injured  that,  after  travelling  two  miles  down 
the  stream,  it  was  picked  up  dead.    The  weight  was  7^1b. 
—the  normal  weight  of  a  newly-born  male  child— and  at  the 
time  this  fine  fish  was  supposed  to  be  the  Jumbo  of  his 
tribe.    Yesterday,  however,  another  fish  met  with  a  like 
misadventure,  and  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Ellis,  in  order 
that  he  might  demonstrate  to  the  public  of  King  William's 
Town  the  extraordinary  size  to  which  the  trout  tribe 
attains  in  the  frontier  streams  of  the  Cape  Colony.  This 
fish  arrived  in  splendid  condition,  and  has  been  exposed  to 
public  view  in  the  window  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Randall's  shop  in 
Market-square.    It  is  a  magnificent  specimen  of  the  Loch 
Leven  trout,  weighing  91b.,  and  showing  a  length  of  25in., 
and  a  girth  of  16m.    The  sight  of  this  fine  fish  is  certainly 
a  revelation  to  sportsmen  and  anglers,  and  not  only  to 
colonists  but  to  many  home-bom.    The  fry  from  which  it 
ias  developed  was  taken  by  Mr.  Halse  from  the  Pirie 
Hatchery  some  three  years  and  a  half  ago,  so  that  it  is 
evident  they  have  attained  a  weight  and  dimension  that  no 
fish  at  home  could  possibly  do  in  such  a  short  period.  The 
hatchery  at  the  Pirie  is  still  being  run  by  the  society,  and 
by  the  C.R.M.S.  Dunvegan  Castle,  which  is  due  at  East 
London  to-mon-ow,  a  consignment  of  30,000  ova  will 
arrive,  to  be  followed  by  50,000  more  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks.     As  we  have  already  mentioned,  the 
committee  has  had  uphill  work,  and  a  great  many  draw- 
backs and  difficulties  to  contend  against — both  ratur»il  and 
otherwise — but  the  members  feel,  with  the  adiient  cf  ihis 
monster  trout,  that  at  any  rate  their  labour  has  not  been 
in  vain,  as  it  goes  without  saying  that,  if  the  fish  in  the 
Carnarvon  reservoir  have  attained  such  dimensions,  the 
ffrand  lot  liberated  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Chute  at  the  official 
liberation  some  three  years  and  a  half  ago,  must  have  done 
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equally  well,  and  will  make  themselves  evident  later  on. 
To  the  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  E.  Garcia,  R  J. 
Dick,  B.  E.  Chute,  J.  Storr-Lister,  T.  N.  Dyer, 
J.  Henkel,  and  J.  D.  Ellis  (the  father  of  the  whole 
movement),  the  thanks  of  the  public  a-e  due  for  the  great 
trouble  they  have  taken,  and  sportsmen  will  owe  theji  a 
deep  debt  cf  gratitude." 


THE  FLY  DRESSER^S  BIRDS 
(WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS) .f 

{Continued  from  page  172.) 

By  G.  E.  M.  S. 

*  Rouen  Deake  (Fig.  79).— The  breast  feathers 
of  this  bird  are  used  for  winging  floating  May 
Flies.    Of  dealers  and  fanciers  only. 


Rouen  Drake. 


Sea  Snipe. — See  Dunlin. 

*  Sea  Swallow  (Common  Tern)  (Fig.  82).— 3 
Numerous   feathers,  other  than   primaries  and! 
secondaries,  occur  in  the  wing  of  this  bird  and] 
on  the  back,  which  are  highly  prized  for  winging! 
and  hackling  pale  summer  patterns  of  duns.  The 
feather  is  exceedingly  delicate  and  mobile,  and  is] 
of  a  most  delicate  blue  grey.    The  bird  is  not 
very  easy  to  obtain  cheap,  and  is  not  generally 
seen  jn  the  shops  or  markets.    To  be  had  of 
dealers. 

Sheldrake. — This  bird  is  named  in  some  of 
the  early  books  as  affording  wings  for  duns,  but 
it  has  been  superseded  by  the  starling  and  the 
snipe.     There  are  some  feathers  in  this  bird 

Seagull. 


Fig.  79. 


Sea  Swallow. 


Fig.  81. 


Snipe. 


Fig.  82. 


Pig.  83.— Scapular. 


Starling. 


Fig.  84. — Under  wing. 
Front  and  back. 

Starling. 


Fig.  85. 


Fig.  86. 


Fig  87. 


RoYSTON  Crow. — See  Crow,  Norwegian. 

Sandpiper. — See  Dunlin. 

Screech  Ovfl. — See  Owl,  Barn. 

*  Seagull  (Sea  Mew)  (Pig.  81).— There  are 
numerous  pale  blue  feathers  in  the  wing  of  this 
bird,  which,  for  winging  pale  summer  duns  like 
the  Little  Pale  Blue,  and  for  hackling  hackled 
patterns,  look  equal  to  sea  swallows  (Figs.  80  and 
81).  Lots  of  them  are  to  be  had  in  Leadenball 
Market  at  sixpence  each,  or  thereabouts. 

Sea  Lark. — See  Dunlin. 

Sea  Mew. — See  Seagull. 


t  The  single  asterisk  points  out  what  the  author  thinks 
necessary  for  a  good  all-round  modern  coUeotion  j  the 
double  asterisk  those  which  no  fly  dresser  should  be 
without. 


corresponding  to  the  "  brown  mallard  "  feathers 
in  the  mallard,  which  are  suitable  for  winging 
Red  Spinners. 

Shilfa. — See  ChafiBnch. 

Skart. — See  Cormorant. 

Skelly. — See  ChafiBnch. 

Sky  Lark. — See  Lark. 

*-*  Snipe,  Common  (Pigs.  83  and  84).— One 
of  the  standard  birds.  The  primaries  (of  a  nice 
grey)  are  admirable  for  winging  floaters,  and  wet 
flies,  too,  dressed  with  water  rat  or  mole's  fur, 
and  other  materials.  The  scapular  hackle  (Pig.  83) 
is  the  hackle  of  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
Dark  Snipe  and  Orange,  and  the  hackle  under  the 
wing  (Fig.  84)  is  that  of  Light  Snipe  and  Yellow, 
&c.    Any  quantity  of  this  bird  may  be  had  at  the 


March  12,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


187 


poulterer's  or  in  the  markets.  The  wings  can  be 
bought  separately  for  a  trifle. 

*  Snipe,  Jack. — This  bird  is  a  small  edition 
of  the  last,  and  serves  much  the  same  purposes. 
It  is  smaller  and  much  less  common.  It  is  to  be 
had  in  the  same  localities. 

Snipe,  Painted. — The  only  instance  of  the 
use  of  this  bird  know  to  the  writer  is  Currell's 
Little  Dark  Green  Sedge,  which  is  dressed  with 
the  secondary  feathers  (silver  grey  feather  with  a 
faint  bar)  from  the  wing  of  the  painted  snipe. 
The  bird  is  a  native  of  Asia,  and  is  something  like 
a  blue  woodcock. 

Sparrow. — Occasionally  the  wing  feathers  of 
the  cock  of  this  bird  are  used  as  hackles. 
Spink. — See  Chaffinch. 

**  Starling  (Figs.  85  to  87).— This  bird  is  the 
fly  dresser's  stand-by,  and  if  he  had  to  have  one 
bird  only  to  rely  on  all  the  year  round  he  would 
choose  the  starling  without  hesitation.  The  bird's 
usefulness  begins  early  in  life.  When  his  plumes  are 
just  out,  and  he  is  leaving  the  nest,  he  is  a  delicate 
dull  brown  dun  in  hue,  and  then  his  wing  feathers, 
primary  and  secondary,  afford  lovely  pale  wings 
for  flies  of  all  sorts.  As  he  grows  older  the  colour 
of  the  wings  darkens,  and  in  an  old  bird  the  fibres 
become  very  dark  indeed.  The  wings  are  often 
dyed  in  onion  and  other  olive  dyes.  A  large 
range  of  colom-  is  thus  obtained.  The  hackles 
from  underneath  the  wing  (Fig.  85),  both  of  young 
bird  and  old,  are  used  as  substitutes  for  the 
dotterel  hackle,  though  not  considered  equal  to  it. 
There  are  numerous  feathers  about  the  body  and 
wings  tipped  with  yellow  which  make  beautiful 
glossy  green  black  hackles  (Fig.  86),  and  in  the 
cock  bird  the  neck  hackles  have  a  purple  black 
metallic  hue  at  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  a 
greenish  metallic  hue  under  the  throat,  and  are 
long  and  shapely  (Fig.  87).  The  short  side  of  the 
secondaries  of  this  bird  is  used  in  Scotland  to 
dress  the  well  known  Tweedside  pattern,  the 
White  Tip,  so  called  because  of  the  pale  yellowish 
tip  to  each  wing.  The  tail,  with  a  soft  brownish 
edge,  wings  the  female  Black  Gnat.  The  quills 
of  the  primaries  and  secondaries  stripped  off 
make  good  bodies,  dyed  or  undyed.  The  bird  is 
common  and  easily  obtained.  Leadenhall  Market 
sells  thousands  annually. 

{To  be  continued.) 


NOTES  ON  BIG  PIKE.* 


The  story  is  told  by  Hakewill,  who,  in  his 
"  Apologie  of  the  Power  and  Providence  of  God," 
fol.  Oxf.  1635,  Part  I ,  p.  145,  says,  "  I  wili  close 
up  this  chapter  with  a  relation  of  Gesner's,  in  his 
epistle  to  the  Emperor  Ferdinand,  prefixed  before 
his  book  '  De  Piscibus,'  touching  the  long  life  of 
a  pike  which  was  cast  into  a  pond,  or  poole,  near 
HaUebrune,  in  Swevia,  with  this  inscription 
engraven  upon  a  collar  of  brass  fastened  about 
his  necke :  '  Ego  sum  ille  piscis  huic  stagnum 
omnium  primus  impositus  per  mundi  rectoris 
Frederici  Secundi  manus,  5  Octobris  1230 ' — '  I 
am  that  fish  which  was  first  of  all  cast  into  this 
poole  by  the  hand  of  Fredericke  the  Second, 
govemour  of  the  world,  the  fift  of  October,  in  the 
year  1230.'  He  was  again  taken  up  in  the  year  1497, 
and  by  the  inscription  it  appeared  he  had  then 
lived  there  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  yeares." 

Bowlker,  in  his  "  Ai-t  of  Angling  Improved  in 
all  its  Parts,"  gives  the  following  instance  of  the 
exceeding  voracity  of  this  fish :  "  My  father 
catched  a  pike  in  Barn  Meer  (a  large  standing 
water  in  Cheshire) ;  was  an  ell  lone,  and  weighed 
351b.,  which  he  brought  to  the  Lord  Cholmondeley. 
His  lordship  ordered  it  to  be  turned  into  a  canal 
in  the  garden,  wherein  were  abundance  of  several 
sorts  of  fish.  About  twelve  months  after  his 
lordship  drawed  the  canal,  and  found  that  this 
overgrown  pike  had  devoured  all  the  fish  except 
one  large  carp  that  weighed  between  91b.  and 
101b.,  and  that  was  bitten  in  several  places.  The 
pike  was  then  put  into  the  canal  again,  together 
with  abundance  of  fish  with  him  to  feed  upon,  all 
which  he  devoured  in  less  than  a  year's  time, 
and  was  observed  by  the  gardener  and  workmen 
there  to  take  the  ducks  and  other  waterfowl  under 
water.  "  Whereupon,  they  shot  magpies  and  crows, 
and  threw  them  into  the  canal,  which  the  pike 
took  before  their  eyes.  Of  this  they  acquainted 
their  lord,  who  thereupon  ordered  the  slaughter- 


'  *.  From  Hemry  Washboume'a  pretty  edition  of  "The 
Compleat  Angler,"  published  in  1842. 


man  to  fling  in  calves'  bellies,  chickens'  guts,  and 
such  like  garbage  to  him  to  prey  upon,  but  being 
soon  after  neglected,  he  died,  as  supposed,  for 
want  of  food." 

The  following  relation  was  inserted  as  an  article 
of  news  in  one  of  the  London  papers  on  Jan.  25, 
1715  :  "  On  Tuesday  last,  at  LillishaU  limeworks, 
near  Newport,  a  pool  about  9yd3.  deep,  which  had 
not  been  fished  for  ages,  was  let  off  by  means  of  a 
level,  brought  up  to  drain  the  works,  when  an 
enormous  pike  was  found.  He  was  drawn  out  by 
a  rope  fastened  round  his  head  and  giUs,  amidst 
hundreds  of  spectators,  in  which  service  a  great 
many  men  were  employed.  He  weighed  upwards 
of  1701b.,  and  is  thou^t  to  be  the  largest  ever 
seen.  Some  time  ago  the  clerk  of  the  parish  was 
trolling  in  the  above  pond,  when  his  bait  was 
seized  by  this  furious  creature,  which  by  a  sudden 
jerk  pulled  him  in,  and,  doubtless,  would  have 
devom-ed  him  also,  had  he  not,  by  wonderful 
agility  and  dexterous  swimming,  escaped  the 
dreadful  jaws  of  this  voracious  animal." 

In  Dr.  Plot's  "  History  of  Staffordshire,"  246, 
are  sundry  relations  of  pike  of  gi-eat  magnitude ; 
one  in  particular  caught  in  the  Thames,  an  ell 
and  two  inches  long. 

The  following  story,  containing  further  evidence 
of  the  voracity  of  this  fish,  with  the  addition  of  a 
pleasant  circumstance,  I  met  with  in  "  Fuller's 
Worthies,  Lincolnshire,"  p.  144  .- 

"  A  cub  fox,  drinking  out  of  the  river  Amus,  in 
Italy,  had  his  head  seized  on  by  a  mighty  pike,  so 
that  neither  could  free  themselves,  but  were 
ingrappled  together.  In  this  contest  a  young 
man  runs  into  the  water,  takes  them  out  both 
alive,  and  carrieth  them  to  the  Duke  of  Florence, 
whose  palace  was  hard  by.  The  porter  would  not 
admit  him  without  a  promise  of  sharing  his  full 
half  in  what  the  Duke  should  give  him,  to  which 
he,  hopeless  otherwise  of  entrance,  condescended. 
The  Duke,  highly  affected  with  the  rarity,  was 
about  giving  him  a  good  reward,  which  the  other 
refused,  desiring  his  highness  would  appoint  one 
of  his  gaard  to  give  him  a  hundred  lashes,  that 
so  his  poi-ter  might  have  fifty,  according  to  his 
composition.  And  here  my  intelligence  leaveth 
me  how  much  farther  the  jest  was  followed." 


ME.  CHENEY^S  FISH. 


As  we  omitted  to  give  the  scientific  name  of  the 
little  fish,  which  has  been  named  after  Mr.  A. 
Nelson  Cheney,  in  our  note  last  week,  we  now  do 


PISCATORIAL  AND  PISCICULTURAL 
EXHIBITION  AT  THE  ROYAL 
AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER. 


The  seventh  annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster,  opened  on 
Tuesday  last,  the  8th  inst.,  and  will  remain 
open  until  April  5.  Thanks  to  the  energy  and 
organising  ability  of  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole, 
in  addition  to  the  exhibits  of  fishing  tackle 
makers,  boat  builders,  aud  waterproof  makers, 
there  is  this  year  an  extensive  collection  of  fresh- 
water fish,  both  alive  in  tanks  and  stuffed  in 
cases.  The  piscicultural  exhibits  are  specially 
interesting,  and  we  can  strongly  advise  all 
interested  in  fish  and  fishing  to  pick  out  a  bright 
day  and  go  to  see  the  show  at  Westminster. 

It  is  not  our  intention  this  week  to  give  a 
full  notice  of  the  exhibition,  which,  indeed,  can 
hardly  be  said  to  have  been  complete  on  the 
opening  day — we  never  knew  an  exhibition  which 
was — we  shall  merely  give  impressions  of  a 
ramble  round. 

Westminster  Abbey  is  world  famed  for  its 
"  dim  religious  light,"  but  if  it  came  to  a  case 
of  competition  vrith  the  Royal  Aquarium  it 
would  have  to  look  to  its  laurels  in  this  respect, — 
at  least  as  regards  the  first  qualification  of  the 
light. 

This  reminds  us  that  in  the  gallei-y  upstairs,  at 
the  end  of  the  building  facing  the  organ,  the 
visitor  can  get  a  really  excellent  lunch  at  a  very 
moderate  figure,  and  there  is  nothing  fishy  about 
the  Aquarium  1889  Beaune. 

Among  the  Fishing  Tackle  exhibitors  are 
Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  A.  Carter  and  Co., 
Benetfink  and  Co.,  Ogden  and  Scotford,  David 
Slater,  J.  R.  Richardson,  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Richard- 
son, John  Enright  and  Sons,  F.  G.  Ogden 
Smith,  &c. 

In  the  Pisciculture  Section,  the  Itchen  River 
Trout  Breeding  Establishment  show,  upstairs, 
hatching  apparatus  fiUed  with  trout  eggs,  which 
are  hatching  out  all  the  time,  also  some  fine 
yearlings  ;  but  the  finest  live  fish  they  send  are 
in  tank  No.  1,  on  the  ground  floor — picked  speci- 
mens of  two-year-old  trout  (S.  fario).  We  have 
never  seen  such  two-year-olds  before.  They  also 
show  a  capital  British  trout  (a  cross  between 
Windermere  trout  and  ordinary  brown  trout), 
and  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie  tsUs  us  that  this  cross 
does  splendidly, 

There  is  also  a  fine  show  of  yearling  and  two- 
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so  with  a  picture  of  it.  There  is  a  fuU  account 
of  the  fish  in  the  BuUetin  of  the  N.T.  Fish 
Commission  for  1897. 


A  NEW  PASTE  BOX. 


Mr.  J.  E.  Chadwick,  of  10,  City-road,  Man- 
chester, has  sent  us  a  very  neatly  constructed 
box,  or  tin  (made  of  brass),  the 
chief  use  of  which  appears  to  be 
the  turning  out  of  your  paste, 
which  is  put  in  at  the  bottom,  and 
then,  by  performing  one  or  two 
little  manoeuvres,  is  "  turned  out " 
at  the  top,  all  ready  made  into  the 
shape  of  "  gentles."  The  paste 
comes  out  in  one  long  slip,  and 
may  be  broken  off  to  suit  the 
requirements  of  the  fisherman. 
We  do  not  know  the  price,  but  no 
doubt  particulars  can  be  had  on 
application.  Mr.  Chadwick  says  : 
"  The  paste  box  ought  to  be  held 
with  small  disc  between  the  first 
and  second  finger  with  the  thumb 
pressed  to  the  bottom  of  the  box." 


year- old  rainbow  trout*  from  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery,  and  very  beautiful  fish  they  are.  The 
fish  are  fed  at  two  o'clock,  and  the  way  the  trout, 
especially  the  rainbows,  rise  at  the  horse  fly  is 
astonishing. 

In  the  tanks  on  the  Promenade  Range  are  live 
specimens  of  barbel,  pike,  roach,  min-or  carp, 
chub,  tench,  &c.  The  printers  have  made  a  very 
fine  fish  pie  of  the  Latin  names  of  these  fish  in 
the  catalogue.  For  instance,  the  mirror  carp 
figures  as  jCyjprinus  specuharis,  instead  of 
Cyprinus  specularis,  and  the  tench  as  Vincu 
vulgaris,  instead  of  Tinea  vulgarii^. 

Doubtless  these  and  other  errors  will  be 
corrected  in  the  next  edition  of  the  catalogue,  or 
the  pupils  in  the  School  of  Pisciculture  may  get 
excited. 

In  the  south  and  north-west  galleries  uj)staii-s 
are  loan  collections  of  stuffed  and  other  fish, 
including  a  collection  of  fish  caught  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales  when  in  India.  H.R.H.  was 
a  proud  man  when  he  caught  that  Pterois 
hodipungi. 

There  are  also  loan  collections  of  stuffed  fish 

*  See  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston's  remarks  about  this  fish  in 
our  report  of  the  Piscatorial  Society's  dinner. 
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from  angling  societies  and  private  anglei-s,  which 
we  shall  refer  to  on  another  occasion,  as  well  as 
to  the  general  fishing  tackle  exhibits. 


TROUT  FLY  DRESSING. 

[^Continued  from  page  171.) 

Article  No.  10.— HOW  TO  DRESS  A  WET 
FLY. 


Remove  silk  from  clip,  and  continue  winding 
towards  the  right  till  the  end  of  the  shank  is 
completely  covered. 

Then  wind  back  towards  the  left  as  far  as  the 
roots  of  the  wings.  Change  the  silk  into  the  left 
hand,  and  taking  the  tips  of  the  wings  between 
the  right  forefinger  and  thumb,  raise  them  up 
from  the  shank  of  the  hook  and  pass  the  silk 
behind  them.    Fasten  silk  in  clip. 

Now  prepare  a  hackle  of  suitable  length  of 
fibre  by  stripping  oif  the  down  on  either  side  of 
the  root  end  of  the  quill. 


Fig.  35. 

Then  holding  the  hackle  by  the  tip,  lay  the  bare 
stem  obliquely  across  the  under  side  of  the  shank 
pointing  "  half -right,"  and  the  inner  or  less  glossy 
side  of  the  fibres  facing  inwards  towards  the  shank. 

Fasten  in  hackle,  i.e.,  bind  stem  to  shank,  with 
two  turns  of  the  tying  silk  towards  the  left. 
Fasten  tying  silk  in  clip,  and  cut  away  exposed 
end  of  hackle  stem.  Fasten  hackle  pliers  on 
point  of  hackle. 


Fig.  36, 

Now  wind  hackle  two  or  three  tarns  towards 
the  right,  changing  hands,  as  in  winding  body 
material,  and  keeping  the  stem  of  the  hackle  taut 
during  the  opei-ation.  Bring  the  turns  alternately 
behind  and  in  front  of  the  strained  length  of 
tying  silk,  always,  however,  pulling  the  point  of 
tbe  hackle  a  little  to  the  right  when  it  is  passing 
underneath  the  shank.  Now,  holding  tbe  un- 
wound part  of  hackle  taufc,  and  pointing  "  half- 
right,"  fasten  down  the  wound  part  with  two  turns 
of  the  tying  silk,  towards  the  right  and  in  front  of 
the  wings.  Fasten  silk  in  clip  Cut  away  clo.:  ly 
the  unwound  remnant  of  the  hackle.  Remove 
silk  from  clip. 


The  next  step  is  to  fasten  off  the  tying  silk  by 
means  of  what  is  called  the  "  whip  finish." 

All  kinds  of  lapping,  whether  on  rods,  cricket 
bats,  or  any  other  such  articles,  are  finished  by 
this  neat  and  secure  fastening.  The  manner  of 
making  it  is  a  little  difiicult  to  describe  in  words, 
but  perhaps  it  will  be  understood  from  the 
figures  below.  These  are  intended  simply  to 
illustrate  the  whip  finish,  and  have  uo  other 
relation  to  the  figures  which  have  preceded  them. 
Thus  a  portion  of  the  shank  of  the  hook  is  shown 
bare,  though  in  the  method  of  fly  dressing  with 
which  we  are  now  dealing  the  whole  shank  is 
covered  with  tying  silk  before  the  time  for  making 
the  whip  finish  is  reached. 
To  make  the  whip  finish : — 
Raise  a  part  of  the  silk  above  the  shank,  as  in 
Fig.  37,  and  fix  the  end  in  the  rubber  clip. 
Form  the  loop  as  in  Fig.  38. 
Pall  the  gut  through  this  loop,  and  wind  with 
the  part  of  the  silk  marked  ABC,  one  turn 
towards  the  right.  Repeat  this  operation  a  few 
times.    The  work  will  now  appear  as  in  Fig.  39. 

Insert  the  point  of  the  dubbing  needle  in  the 
loop  and  hold  it  taut,  as  in  Fig.  40. 

Remove  from  clip  and  pull  silk  home,  as  in 
Fig.  41,  and  finally  cut  away  as  closely  as  possible 
the  loose  end  of  the  tying  silk.  In  fly  dressing, 
four  turns  of  the  tying  silk  are  sufiicient  to  form 
the  whip  finish.  When  the  fly  is  dressed  to  gut, 
the  last  tmm  of  the  whip  finish  should  not  reach 
the  end  of  the  shank.  It  will  then  be  almost 
impossible  for  it  to  come  undone,  and  when  the 
head  of  the  fly  is  varnished  the  abrupt  ending 
of  the  outermost  layer  of  silk  lapping  will  not  be 
noticeable. 


Fig.  37. 


Fig.  38. 


Fig.  39 


Fig.  41. 

Gur  fly  is  now  complete  save  for  the  varnishing 
of  the  head  and  the  final  adjustment  of  the  fibres 
of  the  hackle  and  wings.  Coachbuilders'  copal 
varnish  is  the  best  kind  to  use,  but  it  requires  at 
least  twenty-four  hours  to  harden  properly. 
Shellac  varnish,  made  by  dissolving  orange  sheUac 
in  rectified  spirits  of  wine,  dries  almost  instan- 
taneously, and  is  excellent  when  the  fly  is  wanted 
for  immediate  use.  A  tiny  sable  hair  brush  is 
perhaps  the  best  thing  with  which  to  apply  the 
varnish,  but  the  dubbing  needle  or  a  wooden 
match  pointed  at  the  end  will  do  very  well  as  a 
makeshift. 

In  giving  the  fly  its  finishing  touches,  whether 
at  the  worktable  or  at  the  riverside,  many 
amateurs  are  inclined  to  forget  that  it  is  intended 
to  be  a  copy  of  a  natural  insect  rather  than  of  a 
shop-made  artificial.  They  should  not  endeavour 
to  bring  the  hackle  fibres  into  a  compact  bunch 
in  the  same  plan  with  the  hook,  but  should 
rather  spread  them  out,  pointing  fore  and  aft  and 
on  either  side,  as  do  the  legs  of  the  natural  fly. 

Athenian. 

(To  be  continued.) 

A  GOOD  OPENING  ON  LAKE 
VYRNWY. 
Me.  David  Pine,  fishing  with  fly,  killed  ten 
brace  of  trout  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  on  the  8th  in&t. 
Mr.  Pine  is  a  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
and  a  good  and  keen  sportsman. 


HUMBUGS  WARNED  OFF. 

I  HAVE  fished  the  fascinating  dry  fly  and  his 
wet  brother  in  many  waters,  in  many  lands,  and  " 
have  fished  the  worm  as  well,  and  though  it  is  tha 
fashion  to  sneer  at  this  latter  method  of  trouting, 
I  like  it  immensely,  and  when  the  nature  of  the 
water  prevents  the  use  of  the  fly,  I  hold  it  per- 
fectly legitimate  to  use  the  worm.  For  all  you' 
good  people  who  sneer  at  this  bait  cannot  be  aware 
of  the  skill  and  finesse  that  is  necessary  to  take  fish 
with  it  in  some  clear,  small,  bush-hidden  mountain 
stream  ;  for  your  gut  must  be  of  the  finest,  your 
eye  of  the  truest,  and  you  must  creep,  and  stalk, 
and  wriggle  up  to  your  prey  with  the  stealth  o£  a 
Red  Indian  and  the  patience  of  a  Job. 

And  when  you  at  last  have  gained  the  coveted 
position,  there  must  you  place  your  worm  as 
daintily  and  delicately  as  a  fly.  Here  you  have 
no  long  casts  to  help  you ;  on  the  contrary,  your 
fish  is  under  your  nose,  the  tip  of  which,  coming 
within  his  ken,  is  enough  to  rain  your  chance 
with  him.  And  then,  when  you  hook  him,  isn't 
he  within  reach  of  a  dozen  refuges  within  half, 
nay,  a  quarter  of  that  number  of  yards  ?  And 
doesn't  it  require  all  the  craft  of  which  you  are  a. 
master  to  steer  him  clear  of  them,  in  youi^ 
cramped  and  bushy  position  ?  Has  he  not  many 
more  chances  in  his  favour  than  if  hooked 
in  a  fair  and  open  reach  of  river,  where  every- 
•thing  is  in  favour  of  the  rod  and  net.  I  say  net, 
because  how  many  fish,  my  masters,  would  you 
creel  without  your  landing  net?  Does  it  not 
often  enough  end  the  fight  long  before  your 
victim's  strength  is  half  spent?  You  know  it 
does,  and  that  in  hundreds  of  cases  you  take 
an  unfair  advantage,  and  guide  an  unbeaten  fish 
into  it  instead  of  using  it  simply  as  a  means  of 
lifting  him  out  of  water  after  the  battle  is  over. 

In  the  kind  of  fishing  I  have  in  my  mind  now, 
a  net  would  be  a  sore  incumbrance — you  could 
neither  carry  it  or  use  it  in  comfort.  You  must 
land  your  fish  without  its  aid,  and  you  would  be 
astonished  at  your  many  failures ;  and  how  many 
fairly  beaten  trout  avail  themselves  of  the  last 
wriggle  left  in  them  to  elude  or  escape  from  your 
grasp,  and  thus  live  to  fight  another  day  to  your, 
or  some  other  fellow's,  gratification  ? 

Yes  ;  disappointments  are  many.  The  fish  have 
everything  in  their  favour ;  and  yet  to  the  true 
sportsman  it  is  the  essence  of  the  whole  thing. 
When  you  will,  it  is  against  odds.  Can  you  say 
that  when  you  steer  your  half-beaten  i -pounder 
into  your  net,  standing  at  your  ease  in  the  middle 
of  a  broad  and  open  stream  ?  I  think  not.  I 
think  that  after  you  have  hooked  him  you  have 
little  more  to  do  that  brings  much  credit  to  your- 
self. However,  my  object  is  not  to  discuss  the 
ethics  of  trout  fishing,  but  rather  to  try  and  show 
the  fly  fishermen  thatthere  is  nothingunsportsman 
like  in  worming  where  the  fly  is  impossible,  and 
that  the  proper  placing  of  the  bait  is  as  difiicult  in 
its  own  way  as  proper  casting,  the  odds  in  favour 
of  the  fish  far  greater,  and  the  stalk  a  thing  of 
joy  unknown  to  the  fly  fisher. 

"  My  dear  chap,"  wearily  said  a  fly  fisherman 
only,  to  me  one  hot  June,  in  a  little  village  at  the 
foot  of  the  Pyrenees,  "  it  is  useless  staying  on 
any  longer.  There's  no  water,  and  won't  be  any 
more ;  what  there  is  is  gin  clear,and  the  fishing  is 
■  till  next  spring."  What  about  that  little 
burn  that  comes  down  from  the  Col  ?  "  I  queried. 
"  Useless,"  was  the  reply.  •'  There  are  fish  in  it, 
but  a  hundred  yards  or  so  up  it  becomes  impos- 
sible. The  gorge  is  so  narrow,  and  just  choked  up 
with  undergrowth,  you  couldn't  get  up  it  your- 
self, much  less  fish  it ;  it's  been  tried,  but  nobody 
has  ever  been  able  to  work  it."  I  answered  not  a 
word,  but  went  out  and  dug  worms. 

At  dawn  next  morning  I  slipped  away  armed 
with  a  little  8ft.  American  split  cane,  that  cost 
me  a  mere  song,  and  wasn't  worth  a  cuss  as  a 
fly  rod,  but  which  was  exceeding  well  fitted  to 
uch  work  as  I  contemplated;  a  rubbishy  little 
toy  it  was. 

I  found  the  stream  all  my  friend  had  said. 
After  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  it  did,  indeed, 
present  an  impossible  appearance.  It  was  barely 
10ft.  wide ;  the  whole  bed  choked  with  big 
boulders,  forming  deepish  pools  or,  i-ather,  holes 
between  them,  into  which  the  water  fell  over  tiny 
waterfalls  2ft.  or  3ft.  high.  Acioss  these  bjulders 
and  rocks  lay  dead  branchej,  leaves,  and  general 
dvbris,  making  regalar  piles  here  and  there,  under 
which  the  stream  swept ;  while  the  naiTow  banks 
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between  the  sides  of  the  gorge  and  the  wate^" 
were  tightly  packed  with  saplings,  bushes, 
briars,  and  every  devilment  under  the  sun,  all 
leaning  over  and  crossing  the  water  in  a  matted 
tangle. 

Hardening  my  heart,  and  shortening  my  rod,  I 
plunged  into  this  awe-inspiring  jungle,  and,  I 
must  confess,  that  after  ten  minutes"  Titanic 
struggle,  I  felt  inclined  to  turn  tail  and  bolt ;  but 
I  didn't  give  way  to  my  craven  feelings,  and  I  soon 
had  my  reward.  Sxiddenly,  and  without  the  least 
warning,  I  came  upon  a  comparatively  clear  little 
place ;  by  this  I  mean  that  the  overhanging 
bushes  opened  out  on  each  side,  and  for  50yds.  or 
so  I  saw  a  succession  of  pools  and  cascades  quite 
fishable  for  worm.  After  getting  my  much 
dilapidated  tackle  and  self  into  something  like 
order  again,  I  carfully  tried  the  tail  of  the 
little  pool  before  me.  Blank !  Then  I  gently 
cast  my  worm  into  the  little  waterfall  at  the  head, 
'and  lo!  before  I  realised  what  had  happened,  a 
bright  i-pounder  sprang  out  of  the  water,  tore 
round  his  little  domain,  and  took  refuge  in  his  old 
place  under  the  fall  again.  He  didn't  stay  there 
long ;  his  next  rest  was  in  my  pocket.  Creels  are 
a  nuisance  in  these  tight  places ;  and  my  fishing 
coat  has  two,  what  I  call,  poacher's  pockets  in  the 
skirt  inside,  big  enough  to  hold  a  hare.  They 
have  a  removable  indiarubber  lining,  and  you  can 
fill  them  with  fish  without  inconvenience. 

The  next  miniature  pool,  with  its  fussy  little 
Niagara,  yielded  another  bright  and  plump  fish, 
and  all  the  length  of  the  clearing  I  found  plenty 
of  sport,  succeeding  here,  failing  there,  where  a 
i-oot  or  rock  came  to  my  quarry's  aid.  Tet  these 
failures  are  the  salt  of  the  whole  business.  Some 
places  required  the  greatest  caution  and  delicacy 
in  their  negotiation,  and  how  sweet  was  the 
triumph  when  I  came  oif  the  victor.  There  was 
no  lack  of  fish.  Most  of  the  trout  in  the  big  river 
below  seemed  to  have  found  their  way  up  this 
leafy  tunnel  in  search  of  shade  and  sharp  running 
water ;  nor  were  they  fingerlings  either,  three  of 
them  reached  lib.  apiece. 

As  I  made  my  way  upwards  the  cascades  got 
higher,  the  pools  deeper,  and  the  open  spaces  of 
more  frequent  occurrence,  while  the  intervening 
jungly  bits  grew  thinner  and  more  easily  threaded, 
and  still  each  hole  held  its  tenant,  which  I  evicted 
or  otherwise,  until  my  stock  of  worms  gave  out 
and  I  wa  s  forced  to  hold  my  hand,  for  not  a  worm 
could  I  find  under  stone  or  tuft. 

It  was  nearly  dark  before  I  got  home,  with 
scratched  hands  and  face  and  torn  clothes,  but 
with  my  pockets  well  filled  and  a  cheerful  heart. 

My  friend,  it  seems,  finding  I  had  disappeared 
when  he  came  down  to  breakfast,  had  taken 
carriage  to  the  nearest  town,  where  there  was  a 
casino  in  full  swing.  He  returned  some  hours 
after  me,  with  his  pockets,  alas !  empty. 

When  I  showed  him  my  catch  he  was  en- 
thusiastic, and  vowed  that  he  would  sooner  have 
had  such  a  day  than  win  a  thousand  francs ;  but 
when  I  told  him  where  I  had  fished,  and  with  what 
bait,  he  said  ;  "  Bah,  I'd  sooner  lose  all  my  money 
than  use  a  worm.  That  isn't  fishing,  it's  poaching, 
and  any  duffer  can  catch  'em  that  way."  And, 
I'll  be  bound,  he  voiced  the  sentiments  of  ninety- 
nine  out  of  a  hundred  fly  fishermen,  or  their 
outwardly  expressed  convictions  at  all  events ; 
what  they  really  think  is  another  matter.  I,  for 
one,  while  yielding  the  palm  to  no  man  in  my 
love  of  fly  fishing,  honestly  confess  that  a  day 
such  as  1  have  described  gives  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  now  and  again.  Oyster. 


THE  ANNUAL  DINNER  OF  THE 
PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  sixty-second  a,nnual  dinner  of  the  Pisca- 
torial Society  was  held  in  the  Venetian  Salon,  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Monday  evening 
last,  March  7.  The  chairman  was  Mr.  George 
J.  Chatter  ton  (author  of  "An  Essay  on  Fly 
Fishing,"  member  of  the  society,  also  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  &c.).  Mr.  C.  Butler  was  vice- 
chairman.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of 
members  and  their  friends,  including  many 
ladies.    Among  those  present  were  : 

Mr.  R.  and  Miss  Bradford,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buck- 
land,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Buckland,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  Butler,  Mr.  E.  C.  Butler,  Mr.  S.  G.  Butler, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Blundell,  Mr.  C.  C.  Blundell, 
Mr.  E.  Blundell,  Mr.  Brewer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bluhm, 


Mr.  R.  E.  Booker,  Mr.  A.  Booker,  Miss  Booker, 
Mr.  Berry,  Mr.  R.  Bavin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Biitgen- 
bach,  Miss  Bolett,  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  Mr.  Brown, 
Miss  Brown,  Mr.  W.  Bassett,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boose, 
Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton,  Dr.  Edgar  Chatterton,  Dr. 
Harold  Chatterton,  Mr.  Frederick  Chatterton, 
A.R.I.B.A.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Campbell,  Mr. 
R.  Clay,  Mr.  W.  Clay,  Miss  Clay,  Mr.  Cross, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy,  Mr.  R.  Cole, 
Mr.  Crane,  Miss  Chapman,  Dr.  Coates,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  Covell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neville  Davis, 
Mr.  J.  F.  Dawson,  Mr.  Murray  Davis,  Mr. 
Julius  Davis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans,  Mr.  G.  Edwards, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Foreman.Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Knowles 
Foreman,  Mr.  F.  and  Mrs.  Ford,  Mr.  H.  L.  W. 
Godwin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garratt,  Mr.  W.  T. 
GaUoway,  Mr.  Goode,  Mr.  G.  Grifiiths,  Mr.  Henry 
Gray,  Miss  Gray,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Howard, 
Mr.  C.  J.  Hill,  Lieut.-Col.  Haggard,  Mr.  Hard- 
man,  Mr.  and  Miss  Henderson,  Miss  Biddie 
Henderson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Handford,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Hatton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helon, 
Mr.  M.  Jacobs,  Miss  Le  Brun,  Mr.  H.  Lawrence, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawi-ence,  Mr.  Murey  Moore,  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McFee,  Mr.  and  the  Misses  Morby,  Mr.  H.  S. 
Malins,  Mr.  E.  M.  Mayes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Dowd, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson,  Mr.  Arthur  Pyke,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Reeves,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Ratcliffe,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ries,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  Mr.  and  Miss  Stalli- 
brass,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saunders,  Dr.  Seward.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spratt,  Mr.  W.  J.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  Scarlett,  Mr.  E.  Tidman,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Vicary,  Mr.  David  Vigo,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Ward,  Mr.  Herbert  Ward,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeley, 
Mr.  White,  Mr.  C.Walker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  WiUiams, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  Mr.  Ernest 
Zaehnsdorf. 

Letters  of  apology  were  read  by  the  chairman 
from  Mr.  W.  Senior,  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Higgins  (hon.  sec.  of  the  T.A.P.S.),  and 
Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  (the  president),  whose  health  the 
chairman  at  once  proposed  as  the  G.O.M.  amongst 
piscatorials,  and  it  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm. 

The  loyal  toasts  having  been  duly  honoured, 
the  Chairman  rose  to  propose  the  toast  of  the 
evening — that  of  "The  Piscatorial  Society." 
After  referring  to  the  Piscatorial  Society  as  the 
premier  angling  association  of  London,  the  Chair- 
man dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  during  the  sixty- 
three  years  of  its  existence  it  had  continuously 
and  faithfully  carried  out  the  objects  for  which  it 
was  formed.  Amongst  others,  these  included  the 
dissemination  of  knowledge  of  fish,  and  of  their 
capture  by  angling.  At  the  weekly  meetings 
interchange  of  ideas  took  place,  papers  were  read, 
which  were  followed  by  discussions,  and  even  so 
late  as  Monday  last  a  most  interesting  paper  had 
been  read  by  his  friend  Mr.  Marston,  who  had 
done  him  the  honour  of  supporting  him  this 
evening.  But  to  afford  opportunity  to  obtain 
practical  knowledge  of  the  art,  the  renting  and 
maintaining  of  water  constituted  an  equally 
important  object.  The  competition  for  suitable 
waters  within  easy  access  of  London  was  very 
keen,  and  rich  men  were  always  on  the  alert 
to  secure  them.  The  committee  was  also  on 
the  look  out,  but  had  no  desire  to  monopolise 
more  than  the  members  of  the  society  could 
usefully  employ.  Considering  the  increased 
number  of  members,  the  society  is  amply  justified 
in  adding  to  the  stretches  of  water  tinder  its 
control.  These  now  comprise  a  small  portion  of 
the  Kennett,  with  the  adjacent  More  stream,  one 
or  two  sections  of  the  river  Ver,  and  a  short  length 
of  the  Colne.  The  committee,  however,  has 
reasonable  expectation  of  acquiring,  at  no  distant 
date,  increased  angling  facilities  for  the  pleasure 
of  the  members,  and  the  Chairman  felt  sure  .that 
such  enterprise  would  be  unanimously  supported 
when  the  necessary  appeal  to  ■  the  pockets  of  the 
members  should  be  made,  and  that  they  would 
receive  a  satisfactory  dividend  on  the  increased 
investment;  some  of  them  in  contemplation  of 
more  fish  at  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  society, 
others  in  the  excitement  of  catching  or  trying  to 
catch  them.  The  Chairman  then  proceeded 
to  express  on  behalf  of  the  society  its 
appreciation  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  the 
labours  of  the  committee  of  business  men  who 
regulate  its  affairs,  involving  always  one  meeting 
per  week,  oftentimes  two,  and  occasionally  three. 
The  Chairman  passed  on  to  the  social  aspect  of 
the  society,  pointing  out  that  during  its  long 
existence  many  lasting  friendships  had  been 


formed,  and  that  opportunities  had  occasionally 
arisen  of  demonstrating  the  reality  of  the  spirit  of 
brotherhood  which  prevails  amongst  its  members. 
The  Chaii-man  concluded  by  asking  the  company 
to  drink  to  the  continued  prosperity  of  the 
Piscatoi'ial  Society,  remarking  that  of  all  its 
social  functions  the  annual  dinner  was  by  far  the 
most  brilliant  and  enjoyable,  now  that  ladies  had 
been  induced  to  honour  the  members  by  taking 
part  in  it. 

After  a  song  by  Miss  Jessie  Hotine,  the  toist- 
master  called  upon  Mr.  E.  Foreman. 

Mr.  Foreman  said  :  That  holding  as  he  did  the 
ofiice  of  hon.  treasurerof  the  society,averypleasant 
duty  devolved  upon  him  that  night.  That  duty  was, 
as  they  would  notice  from  the  programme,  to  make 
a  presentation  to  a  gentleman  who  had  been  con- 
nected with  the  society  for  a  number  of  years. 
(Applause.)  He  referred  to  Mr.  W.  T.  GaUoway, 
who  had  for  seven  years  held  the  office  of  hon. 
secretary.  Two  months  since  Mr.  GaUoway  re- 
signed that  appointment,  and  the  members  felt  that 
the  occasion  of  the  annual  dinner  would  be  a  good 
oppoi'tunity  to  show  the  high  appreciation  they 
had  of  his  honorary  services,  and  to  expi'ess  in  a 
tangible  shape  their  feelings  of  gratitude  for  the 
large  amount  of  interest  he  had  taken  in,  and  the 
valviable  time  he  had  devoted  to  the  society 
during  his  years  of  office,  a  work  which  had  done 
no  little  to  assist  in  placing  the  Piscatorial  Society 
in  the  high  and  unique  position  it  now  occupied 
of  being  the  premier  amongst  all  the  Angling 
Societies  in  Great  Britain.  (Applause.)  It  had 
been  his  (the  speaker's)  pleasure  to  be  imme- 
diately connected  as  hon.  treasurer  with  Mr.  Gal- 
loway for  the  last  two  years,  and  for  many  years 
previous  to  that  he  had  seen  the  vast  amount  of 
labour  which  had  been  entailed  upon  the  hon. 
sec.  in  carrying  out  the  business  of  the  society, 
and  bringing  to  a  successful  issue  all  and 
every  matter  which  had  come  before  them.  He 
would  say  no  more  because  all  knew  him  to  be  a 
real  worthy  fellow.  (Applause.)  Why  the  ladies 
had  not  found  that  out,  he  was  quite  at  a  loss  to 
conceive,  for  Mr.  Galloway  was  stiU  a  bachelor. 
(Laughter.)  Speaking  for  the  members  generaUy, 
Mr.  Foreman  added  that  they  were  gratified  at 
having  the  opportunity  of  showing  their  kindly 
feelings  towards  their  late  hon.  sec,  and  to  thank 
him  most  sincerely  for  the  interest  he  had 
ever  evinced  in  the  welfare  of  their  society. 
(Applause.)  An  address  had  been  prepai'ed  on 
vellum,  and  a  purse  of  gold  subscribed  by  the 
members.  The  former  had  been  duly  trans- 
mitted to  their  worthy  piiesident,  Mr.  T.  R. 
Sachs  (who  on  account  of  his  advanced  age  was 
unable  to  be  with  them  that  evening),  and  bore 
his  signature.    The  address  was  as  follows  : 

ToW.  T.  Galloway,  Esi. 
We,  the  members  of  the  Pisoitorial  Society,  having 
learned  with  regret  of  your  resignation  of  the  position  of 
hon.  secretary  to  the  society,  an  office  which  jou  hive 
filled  with  unvarying  courtesy  and  success  during  the  last 
seven  years,  consider  this  a  fitting  opportunity  to  plac3  on 
record  our  grateful  acknowledgments  of  your  labour  in 
that  capacity,  and  in  begging  your  aeceptatcj  of  the 
accompanying  gift  as  a  I  e;tinionial  of  their  appreciation  of 
your  services.  We  further  express  the  hope  that  we  may 
have  you  amongstus  for  many  years  as  a  brother  member. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Society, 

T.  E.  Sachs. 

Mr.  Foreman  then  handed  the  testimonial  and 
gift  to  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway,  amid  the  plaudits  of 
the  assembled  company. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway,  in  reply,  said  he  really 
wished  he  was  like  one  of  the  gentlemen  referred 
to  by  the  chairman,  who  could  not  be  present 
because  of  a  severe  cold  on  his  chest,  for  he  could 
not  find  words  to  express  the  thanks  he  owed  to 
the  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  for  the 
handsome  presentation  they  had  mad#  to  him 
that  evening.  AU  he  could  say  was  that  what  he 
had  done  for  the  society  he  had  done  with  the 
best  of  goodwill,  and  he  hoped  and  trusted  this 
had  been,  too,  to  some  purpose.  It  was  needless 
for  him  to  add  that  anything  he  could  do  to  assist 
the  society  in  the  future  it  would  give  him  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  do  it.  (Appla\ise.) 

Mr.  E.  Foreman  said  that  a  second  gratifying 
task  had  fallen  to  his  lot,  and  that  was  to  prest-nt 
the  challenge  cups  won  during  the  past  year 
(Applause.)  Mr.  J.  F.  Dawson  had  carried 
off  the  21 -guinea  cup  subscribed  privately 
amongst  the  members  for  the  member  taking  the 
largest  number  of  specimen  fish.  AU  knew  Mr. 
Dawson  as  a  most  persevering  angler,  and  would 
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agree  in  expressing  the  delight  everyone  felt  at  his 
having  won  the  principal  prize  of  the  year.  Mr. 
Dawson  was  also  the  winner  of  the  Booker  Cup 
for  the  heaviest  Thames  trout  taken  in  the 
year.  Next  came  Mr.  R.  Bradford,  who  secured 
the  10-guinea  cup  for  the  greatest  number  of 
specimen  fish ;  and  last,  but  by  no  means  least, 
their  old  and  valued  friend  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  who 
had  carried  off  the  Brunton  Cup  for  the  best 
show  of  grayling,  and  also  the  5-guinea  cup 
for  the  second  largest  number  of  specimens. 
(Applause). 

The  winners,  on  proceeding  to  the  chairman's 
table  to  receive  the  awards,  were  loudly  applauded, 
and  their  healths  were  subsequently  drunk  with 
the  accustomed  musical  honours. 

The  next  toast  was  that  of  "  The  Press,"  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown. 

Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown,  in  rising  to  propose 
the  toast  of  "  The  Press,"  said  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
Vice-chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, — We 
anglers  enjoy  our  sport  threefold.  By  anticipa- 
tion, realisation,  and  retrospection.  It  is  in  the 
waters  of  anticipation  that  we  make  the  biggest 
bags  and  get  the  finest  specimens.  Realisation 


Pressmen."  I  thanked  him  for  giving  me  the 
clue  to  such  a  grand  compliment.  For  is  not 
every  gentleman  connected  with  the  Press,  and 
who  may  be  present  to  night,  a  volunteer  ready 
and  willing  to  fight  the  battles  for  fair  angling 
and  good  anglers  ?  As  Pressmen  they  stand  for 
one,  as  volunteers  for  two  more,  thus  making 
every  Pressman  worth  three  ordinary  individuals 
And  when  I  mention,  in  connection  with  this 
toast,  the  name  of  R.  B.  Mai-ston,  Esq.,  you  will 
agree  with  me,  for  we  all  know  him  in  his  three 
fold  capacity  of  a  keen  and  skilful  angler,  a 
Pressman  and  editor,  and  lastly,  a  jolly  good 
fellow — I  give  you  "  The  Press." 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  after  thanking  Mr. 
H.  H.  Brown  for  the  kind  and  appreciative 
manner  in  which  he  had  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  The  Press,"  said  that  he  felt  it  a  great  honour 
to  be  asked  to  respond,  and  his  only  regret  was 
the  absence  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  the 
angling  editor  of  the  Field,  through  illness.  Mr. 
Senior  had  asked  him  to  say  how  much  he 
regretted  his  inability  to  attend.  The  Chairman 
in  his  speech  had  claimed  for  their  society  that  it 
was  the  premier  angling  society  in  England,  he 
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affords  much  pleasure,  but  frequently  very  light 
baskets.  But,  happily,  retrospection  helps  us, 
and,  "  distance  lending  enchantment  to  the  view," 
we  can  all  tell  of  the  great  things  we  did  "  when 
we  were  boys."  To  what  an  immense  extent  does 
the  Press  aid  us  in  the  first  and  last  of  these  three. 
To  read  the  writings  of  such  men  as  R.  B. 
Marston,  "  Red  Spinner,"  "  South  West,"  "  John 
Bickerdyke,';  "  E.  T.  S.,»  "A.  R.  M.,"  and 
"  Dragnet,"  is  an  ever  recurring  pleasure  to  the 
angler— and  how  much  can  he  not  learn.  One 
of  them  may  wi-ite  of  a  red  letter  day  amongst 
the  trout.  How  we  long  to  emulate  him.  At 
the  end  of  our  day  we  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  far  easier  to  throw  a  successful  fly 
on  paper  than  on  water.  "  The  pen  is  mightier 
than  the  sword,"  and  distinctly  more  killing  than 
a  fly-rod.  I  fancy  I  could  make  a  better  record 
with  a  grey  goose  quill  than  with  a  Red  Quill 
Gnat.  I  asked  a  cynical  friend  to  give  me  a  tip 
in  the  shape  of  a  maxim,  or  proverb,  that  would 
suit  my  purpose  in  proposing  "  The  Press."  He 
at  once  suggested  :  "  One  volunteer  is  worth  two 


(Mr.  Marston)  thought  they  might  go  farther 
than  that,  and  claim  that  the  Piscatorial  Society 
was  the  premier  angling  club  of  the  ivorld,  and  in 
his  opinion  one  of  its  strongest  claims  to  that 
distinction  was  that  they  set  the  excellent 
example  of  inviting  the  ladies  to  be  present  at 
their  annual  dinner.  (Hear,  hear,  and  laughter.) 
In  connection  with  this  toast  of  "  The  Press," 
he  should  like  to  point  out  that  the  press  some- 
times erred ;  for  instance,  in  Land  and  Water  of 
last  week  he  was  roundly  accused  of  being  against 
the  introduction  of  rainbow  trout  and  other 
foreign  fish  into  this  country.  But  this  was  by  no 
nreans  the  case.  He  was  not  against  the  intro- 
duction of  any  suitable  foreign  fish ;  all  he  had 
thought  it  was  his  duty  to  do  was  to  remind  those 
who  thought  of  introducing  another  American 
fish  what  a  disastrous  failure  all  attempts  had  been 
during  the  past  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  to 
stock  our  rivers  with  American  brook  trout. 
When  placed  in  our  rivers,  the  fish  sooner  or  later 
vanished.  He  was  often  asked  where  they  went 
to,  and  he  replied  that  he  presumed  they  went 


back  to  America.   (Laughter.)  The  rainbow  trout 
was  undoubtedly  a  beautiful  fish,  and  as  regards 
its  game  qualities,  he  had  read  recently  in  Forest 
and  Stream  that  as  an  American  angler  and  his 
wife  were  fishing  late  one  evening  the  lady  hooked 
a  31b.  rainbow,  which  first  of  all  went  round  the 
boat  three  times  at  a  terrific  pace,  jumping  out  of 
the  water  fifteen  times  as  it  went,  and  finally  made 
a  dive  for  the  bottom.    "  Hold  him  up,  my  dear," 
cried  the  husband.    The  lady  immediately  tried 
to  do  so  by  catching  hold  of  the  middle  of  the 
butt,  when  the  second  joint  smashed.  However, 
they  got  the  fish,  and  he  was  glad  to  give  a  story 
so  much  to  the  credit  of  the  rainbow  trout. 
(Laughter.)    Since  he  came  into  the  room  that 
evening  he  had  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  a 
well-known  angler,  Lieut.- Col.  Haggard,  and  had 
heard  from  him  also  good  accounts  of  the  rainbow, 
and  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  colonel  thought  the 
fish  would  do  in  our  rivers.    He  hoped  it  would, 
but  he  again  expressed  the  hope  that  the  fact  as 
to  whether  it  would  do  or  not  should  be  well 
tested  first.    (Hear,  hear.)    Again,  in  the  matter 
of  the  proposed  attempt  to  re- stock  the  Thames 
with  salmon,  it  had  been  stated  most  unfairly 
that  he  was  against  the  proposal,  which  was 
absolutely    untrue.     Here,  again,   all  he  had 
done  was    to  ask  that  before  costly  experi- 
ments were  made  they  should  take  steps  to 
ascertain  if  the  Thames  was  yet  pure  enough 
to  give  any  hope  of  success.    In  his  opinion, 
although  getting  cleaner  every  year,  the  river  was 
not  yet  in  a  condition  to  warrant  attempts  at  re- 
stocking.   (Hear,  hear.)    He  was  in  the  chair  the 
other  evening  at  another  angling  society,  when 
their  friend  Dr.  Patterson  was  also  present,  and 
after  an  angler  had  given  the  meeting  an  account 
of  a  recent  fishing  expedition  which  ended  in  his 
taking  home  a  fine  basket  of  new  laid  eggs  as  tbe 
result— (laughter) — he  had  suggested  that  other 
anglers  might  follow  his  example,  as  they  formed 
an  excellent  peace  offering.  (Laughter.)  Well,  their 
esteemed  friend  Dr.  Patterson  immediately  got 
up  and  said  that  he  objected  in  toto  to  the  remarks 
of  the  last  speaker,  and  asked  what  eggs  had  got 
to  do  with  angling.    (Laughter.)    Now  it  was  a 
curious  fact  that  he  (Mr.  Marston)  had  noticed 
that  when  Dr.  Patterson  got  up  at  a  meeting  he 
generally  differed  in  toto  with  the  remarks  of  the 
last  speaker.     (Great  laughter,  in  which  th*3 
doctor  joined.)    He  strongly  advised  anglers  to 
remember  the  egg  peace  offering,  because  he  could 
say  from  experience  that  it  answered.  (Laughter.) 
In  concluding  his  remarks,  Mr.  Marston  said  that 
he  always  took  the  greatest  interest  in  angling 
societies,  and  as  regards  the  Piscatorials,  if  any 
one  wished  to  write  its  history  for  the  last  twenty 
years  he  would  have  to  go  to  the  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  the  best  and  fullest  accounts 
of  it.    (Hear,  hear.)    In  thanking  them  most 
heartily  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  received 
this  toast  he  must  again  thank  his  friend  Mi-. 
Brown  for  the  much  too  flattering  manner  in 
which  he  had  connected  his  name  with  the  toast. 

Dr.  Patterson,  in  rising  to  propose  the 
combined  toast  of  "The  Ladies"  and  "The 
Visitors,"  said  that  a  previous    speaker  had 
wished  that,  like  the  writer  of  one  of  the  letters 
of  regret,  he,  too,  had  "a  cold  on  his  chest." 
He  (the  speaker)  had  not  a  cold  on  his  chest,  but 
felt,  in  addressing  such  a  distinguished  audience, 
a  chill  at  his  heart.    When  he  saw  that  he  was 
put  down  on  the  programme  to  speak  after  Mi-. 
Brown  and  before  Mr.  Butler  his  appetite  for 
dinner  was  much  impaired.    As  for  the  ladies,  he 
would  say  that,  for  his  part,  he  objected  to  their 
presence  at  the  annual  dinner.    (Cries  of  "  Oh. 
oh.")    He  would  much  prefer  to  see  the  ladies  at 
a  special  evening  of  their  own,  and  not  listening 
to   dry  speeches  such  as  he  was  at  present 
inflicting   upon    them.     Besides,    he  thought 
that  the    ladies  would    enjoy    a    dance,  and 
this  could  very  well  be  combined  with  a  musical 
evening.    It  was  usual,  in  giving  this  toast,  to 
couple  the  name  of  the  youngest  junior  bachelor, 
and   he  therefore  gave  them  the  name  of  Mr. 
Charles  Walker.    In  speaking  of  the  visitors,  he 
mentioned  the  fishing  visitors  to  the  society's 
water,  and  joined  issue  with  Mr.  Marston  regard- 
ing his  views  on  the  rainbow  trout.    When  the 
members  invited  visitors  they  did  not  limit  them 
to  one  or  two  courses  at  dinner  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  did  not  bring  them  in  to  the  exclusion  of 
members,  and  he  thought  the  same  ought  to  hold 
good  as  regards  foreign  trout.    In  proposing  this 
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toast  he  begged  also  to  couple  it  with  the  name 
of  a  gentleman  who  had  done  much  to  advance  the 
literature  of  the  sport  they  loved  so  well,  namely, 
Mr.  Lawrence  (of  Lawrence  and  Bullen,  Ltd.). 

Mr.  Chaeles  Walker  and  Mr.  Lawrence 
briefly,  but  suitably,  responded. 

Mr.  C.  Butler  (vice-chairman),  in  proposing 
the  toast  of  "The  Chairman,"  said:  Ladies  and 
gentlemen,— I  find  myself  in  a  somewhat  difficult 
position  after  the  remarks  of  my  friend,  Dr. 
Patterson,  as  he  thought  it  rather  bard  upon  him 
being  sandwiched  between  two  of  the  best 
speakers  in  the  Piscatorial  Society — Mr.  Horace 
Brown  and  myself.  Mr.  Horace  Brown  may 
claim  that  distinction,  but  I  certainly  cannot  do 
so.  It  is  ray  privilege  to  propose  to  you  the  toast 
of  the  evening,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  doing  honour  to  the  chair. 
At  aU  meetings  of  this  kind  it  is  very  essential  for 
its  success  that  we  should  have  a  good  chairman, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  we 
have  a  very  good  one  in  Mr.  Chatterton.  To  my 
mind  our  chairman  has  two  or  three  qualifications 
which  well  fit  him  for  the  honoured  position  he 
now  holds.  The  first  is  that  he  is  a  true  sports- 
man, a  good  angler,  and  a  past  master  in  the  art 
of  fly  fishing.  The  second  is  that  he  is  always 
ready  to  give  to  the  Piscatorial  Society  the  benefit 
of  his  knowledge  and  long  practical  experience  in 
the  art  of  angling  for  the  good  of  his  brother  mem- 
bers. These  are  characteristics  which  any  member 
of  our  society  might  be  proud  to  emulate. 
Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  ask  you  to  drink  with 
me,  with  musical  honours,  the  toast  of  "  The 
Chairraan."  The  toast  was  di-unk  with  much 
enthusiasm. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton,  in  proposing  the 
health  of  the  vice-chairman,  said  he  could  testify 
to  his  being  a  keen  sportsman  and  a  thorough 
gentleman.  He  is  distinguished,  even  amongst 
the  expert  practitioners  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
for  his  success  in  capturing  sea  trout,  and  only 
failed  hy  a  very  little  in  securing  for  this  society 
the  chief  honour  in  the  Loch  Leven  fly  fishing 
competition.  The  speaker  facetiously  added  that 
the  vice-chairman  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being 
a  man  whose  word  might  be  absolutely  relied 
upon,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  rarest  compliment 
ever  paid  to  an  angler. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  between  the  toasts 
a  musical  treat  was  contributed  by  the  following 
popular  artistes,  under  the  able  direction  of  Mr. 
J.  G.  CoUings  :  Miss  Jessie  Hotine,  Miss  Lucy 
Clarke  ;  Messrs.  J.  A.  Bovett,  Ivor  Foster,  Fred 
Upton,  and  Wallis  Arthur,  enhancing  in  no  small 
measure  the  pleasure  of  the  evening. 


THE  HUDSON  RIVER  AS  A  SALMON 
STREAM.* 


By  A.  Nelson  Cheney. 

From  time  to  time  during  the  past  twenty-five 
years,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  and  probably 
for_  a  longer  period,  there  have  appeared  in 
various  publications  articles  describing  the  Hud- 
son river  as  an  original  salmon  stream.  Some 
of  them  have  merely  made  the  broad  statement 
that  the  river  once  contained  Salmo  solar,  and 
others  in  more  explicit  language  described  the 
great  quantities  of  the  fish  that  once  inhabited 
the  stream,  and  deplored  the  fact  that  they  had 
become  extinct  in  the  river.  Almost  without 
exception,  the  sole  foundation  for  the  statement 
that  the  Hudson  was  once  a  natural  salmon  river 
rests  upon  an  extract  from  the  log  of  Henry 
Hudson,  of  the  Halfmoon,  who  records  that  in 
1609  he  saw  a  "  great  store  of  salmons  in  the 
river  "  which  now  bears  his  name. 

Within  the  past  fifteen  years  a  gentleman  wrote 
to  a  newspaper  published  in  a  city  on  the  bank  of 
the  Hudson,  declaring  that  his  grandfather 
caught  large  numbers  of  salmon  in  the  Hudson, 
and  for  this  reason  it  was  a  proper  water  to  be 
re-stocked  with  the  king  of  freshwater  fishes. 
That  old,  old  story,  which  originated  in  England 
or  Scotland  one  or  two  hundred  years  ago,  that 
apprentices  and  servants  provided,  when  in- 
dentured to  their  masters,  that  they  should  not 
be  required  to  eat  salmon  oftener  than  twice 
a  week^  has  been  transplanted  to  the  banks 
of  the  Connecticut,  and  has  even  been  applied  to 
the  Hudson  and  its  alleged  salmon.  Neverthe- 

*  Read  at  National  Fisheries  Congress,  Tampa,  Fla. 


less,  I  maintain,  and  will  show  in  this  paper,  as  I 
believe,  conclusively,  that  the  Hudson  was  not 
originally  a  salmon  stream,  and  that  no  salmon 
were  ever  found  in  it,  except  possibly  an  astray 
from  the  Connecticut,  until  it  was  planted  by  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission  and  the  Fisheries 
Commission  of  the  State  of  New  Tork.    As  to 
Hudson's  declaration — or,  to  be  exact,  the  declara- 
tion of  Robert  Juet,  the  master's  mate  of  the 
Halfmoon,  for  he  it  was  who  wrote  the  journal — 
under  date  of  Sept.  3,  1609,  he  writes :  "  So  wee 
weighed  and  went  in  and  rode  in  five  fathoms,  oze 
ground,  and  saw  many  salmons,  and  mullets  and 
rays  very  great.    The  hight  is  40  degrees  30 
minutes."    Under  date  of  the  15th  :  "  Wee  ran 
up  into  the  river,  twentie  leagues,  passing  by  high 
mountains.     Wee  had  a  very  good  depth  as 
thirteene  fathoms,  and  great  store  of  salmons  in 
the  river."    A  boat  was  sent  out,  and  with  a  net 
"  ten  great  mullets  of  a  foot  and  a  half  long  apiece, 
and  a  ray  as  great  as  four  men  could  hale  into  the 
ship"  were  taken.     Not  a  single  salmon  was 
captured  at  any  time  while  the  ship  was  in  the 
river.    The  Halfmoon  entered  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Sept.  3,  and  anchored  inside  Sandy  Hook, 
and  the  next  day,  the  4th,  was  when  the  fishing 
was  done.    The  sWp  ascended  to  the  present  site 
of  the  City  of  Hudson,  and  a  boat's  crew  was 
sent  up  the  stream  to  about  where  Waterford  now 
stands,  or  a  little  north  of  the  present  City  of 
Albany.    The  ship  and  its  master  returned  and 
set  sail  for  Europe  on  Sept.  23,  so  that,  all  told, 
Hudson  was  in  the  river  twenty  days  in  the  month 
of  September.    Had  there  been  salmon  in  the 
river,  he  must  have  seen  them  between  Sandy 
Hook  and  Waterford,  and  they  would  not  have 
been  in  that  portion  of  the  river  at  that  time,  as 
their  spawning  habits  would  have  taken  them  fifty 
miles  further  up  the  river  than  Waterford  to 
Baker's  Falls,  where  shad  ran  until  stopped  by 
the  building  of  the  Troy  dam  in  1825.    In  some  of 
the  Canadian  rivers  there  is  a  late  run  of  salmon, 
the  fish  running  as  late  as  October,  but  this  was 
not  true  of  the  Connecticut  or  other  New  England 
salmon  streams,  nor  has  it  proven  true  of  the 
Hudson  since  it  was  stocked  by  artificial  means. 
Hudson  being  an  Englishman,  and  possibly  more 
or  less  familiar  with  salmon  in  the  rivers  of  his 
own  country,  and  J uet  being  born  at  Limehouse, 
on  the  river  Thames,  where  salmon  where  then 
common,  it  is  perhaps  fair  to  assume  that,  seeing 
schools  of  large  fish  of  some  sort,  one  or  the  other 
associated  them  with  the  fish  of  his  home  waters, 
and  called  them  salmon  in  the  log. 

In  a  description  of  New  Netherland,  printed  in 
Amsterdam,  Holland,  in  1671,  occurs  this  para- 
graph :  "  The  streams  and  lakes,  rich  with  fishes, 
furnish  sturgeon,  salmon,  carp,  bass,  pike,  roach, 
bleak,  all  sorts  of  eel,  sunfish  which  resemble  the 
bullhead  in  taste,  and  codfish  which  are  caught 
near  waterfalls."  It  will  be  observed  that 
European  common  names  are  applied  to  the 
fishes,  and,  doubtless,  the  writer  was  familiar 
with  the  fishes  of  the  old  country,  and  applied 
their  names  to  the  fishes  in  the  new  country  that 
to  him  resembled  those  of  the  old.  To  this  day 
codfish  are  not  caught  near  waterfalls,  and  it  is 
more  than  doubtful  if  salmon  existed  in  the 
lakes  and  streams  any  more  than  bleak  and  roach. 
New  Netherland  is  bounded  "on  the  south  by 
Virginia,  north-east  by  New  England,  north 
washed  by  the  river  Canada,  and  on  the  coast  by 
the  ocean."  Besides  codfish  at  the  waterfalls  and 
salmon  in  the  streams  and  lakes,  the  writer  found 
that  "  New  Netherland  hath,  moreover,  a  wonder- 
ful little  bird  scarcely  an  inch  long,  quite  brilliant 
in  plumage,  and  sucking  flowers  like  the  bee ;  it 
is  so  delicate  that  a  dash  of  water  instantly  kills 
it.  When  dried  it  is  preserved  as  a  curiosity." 
The  humming  bird  is  a  little  larger  now,  and  more 
hardy,  but  the  description  is  perhaps  as  near  of 
the  bird  as  of  codfish  being  taken  at  waterfalls, 
and  salmon  in  lakes  within  the  boundaries  as 
given  of  New  Netherland. 

In  1680  Jasper  Diinker  and  Peter  Sluyter, 
members  of  the  Society  of  Labadists  in  Holland, 
visited  this  country,  and  they  record  of  the 
Mohawk,  a  tributary  of  the  Hudson .-  "  There  are 
no  fish  in  it,  except  trout,  sunfish,  and  other 
kinds  peculiar  to  rivers,  because  the  cohoos  stop 
the  ascent  of  others." 

They  dined   in   state  with   "Madame  Rent- 
selaer  at  Albany,  and  had  to  eat  exceedingly  good 
pike,  perch,  and  other  fish,"  but  no  salmon. 
New  Tork  had  salmon  stream.s  on  the  north 


flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  Lake  Champlaiu, 
and  Lake  Ontario,  for  I  have  found  laws  for  their 
protection  enacted  in  1801  and  later,  and 
mentioning  the  Oswego,  Grass,  Racket,  St.  Regis 
rivers  and  Fish  and  Wood  creeks,  as  well  as  other 
streams.  A  law  enacted  in  1801  provided  that  no 
dams  should  be  erected  on  streams  flowing  in 
Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  or  Champlain,  to  prevent 
salmon  from  following  their  usual  course  up  said 
streams,  and  when  dams  were  erected  they  must 
be  provided  with  what  are  now  called  fishways,  to 
enable  fish  to  pass  over  the  obstruction.  There  is 
every  indication  that  the  law-makers  of  the  last 
of  the  last  century  and  the  first  of  this  understood 
fully  the  value  of  the  fish  in  the  waters  of  the 
State  as  food,  and  threw  every  possible  safeguard 
around  them,  but  there  is  no  record  of  a  law 
protecting  salmon  in  the  Hudson  until  1771,  when 
it  was  enacted : 

"  Whereas,  It  is  thought  that  the  fish  called 
salmon,  which  are  very  plenty  in  some  of  the 
rivers  and  lakes  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
colonies,  were  brought  into  Hudson's  river,  they 
would,  by  spawning  there,  soon  become  numerous, 
to  the  great  advantage  of  the  Public ; 

"And  whereas,  A  Number  of  Persons  in  the 
county  of  Albany  propose  to  make  the  experi- 
ment, and  defray  the  expense  attending  the 
same ;  in  order  that  the  good  design  may  be 
more  effectually  carried  into  execution,  it  is  con- 
ceived necessary  that  a  law  should  be  passed  for 
prohibiting  the  taking  and  destroying  the  Fish 
for  a  term  of  years." 

This  Act  was  signed  by  John,  Earl  of  Dunmore, 
and  in  less  than  a  month  after,  viz.,  April  2. 1771, 
the  Common  Council  of  Albany  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolution ; 

"  Resolved  by  this  Board,  That  a  letter  be  sent 
to  William  Penturp  for  to  come  down  &  agree 
with  the  corporation,  if  he  can  undertake  to  bring 
live  Salmons  into  Hudson's  River." 

There  is  no  record,  however,  that  anything  was 
actually  done,  under  this  resolution,  to  stock  the 
Hudson  with  salmon.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  Pro- 
fessor of  Natural  History  in  the  University  of 
New  Tork,  wrote  in  the  "Transactions  of  the 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of  New 
Tork,"  in  1815  :  "There  is  no  steady  migration 
of  salmon  to  this  river.  Though  pains  have  been 
taken  to  cherish  the  breed,  salmon  have  never 
frequented  the  Hudson  in  any  other  manner  than 
as  a  stray."  In  1857  Robert  L.  Pell,  of  Pelham, 
Ulster  county,  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  con- 
struct fishways  in  the  Hudson,  and  offered  to 
stock  the  river  with  salmon  without  expense  to 
the  State.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  State 
accepted  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Pell  to  stock  the 
river  with  salmon  at  private  expense,  and  certainly 
the  fishways  were  not  built. 

{To  be  continued.) 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  followiiig  particulars  are  specially  compiled  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent 
Agents,  55  and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  with 
whom  we  have  made  arrangements  that   all  inquiries 
relating  to  patents,  designs,  and  trade  marks  will  be 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
New  Application. 
4390.    William  Franklin  Evans  and  Frank  Marion 
Blaney,  London,  for  improvements  in  fish 
hooks. 

Complete  Specificatiox  Acceptkd. 
6102,    Hardy  and  Hardy,  means  for  connecting  the 
pirts  or  joints  of  fishing  rods. 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Bedfokd,  stiying  for  the 
spring  fishing  season  on  the  Tay  at  Ballathie  House, 
Perthshire,  have,  according  to  the  World,  had  capital 
sport  in  Col.  Richardson's  Ballathie  water  and  Lord 
Lansdowne's  Meikleour  water.  On  the  first  day  they 
killed  twenty-ona  kelts,  a  fine  bull-trout,  and  three"  clean; 
run  salmon,  two  of  which  were  landed  by  the  Duchess.  The 
excellence  of  the  sport  was  the  more  remarkable  inasmuch  as 
the  river  was  running  high,  and  the  water  was  by  no  means  in 
good  ply.  On  the  second  day  they  took  a  number  of  kelts 
and  two  beautiful  salmon,  one  of  which  (IClb.)  waj  landed 
by  the  Duchess,  a  very  expert  angler.  On  the  third  day 
the  Dachfss  killed  three  fine  salmon  on  the  lower  beat  at 
Meikleour,  and  the  Duke  had  one.  This  week  the  Duka 
hag  returned  to  Wobnrn  Abbey. — Bedfordshire  ilerctri-y. 
[Some  correspondent  sends  us  the  absve  extract,  and 
underlined  the  words  "killed  twenty-one  kelts."  Of 
course,  this  is  a  slip  of  the  reporter,  as  it  is  illegal  to  kill 
kelts  ;  and  if  it  was  not,  of  course  the  Duke  would  not 
kill  a  fish  out  of  condition  after  spawning.  It  simply 
means  they  hooked  that  number  of  kelts,  and  cursed  their 
luck  in  being  bothered  with  them. — Ei'.  F.C?.. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fismya 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Ian?,  London. 

Reports  MUST  arrive  not  later  than  SIX 
o'clock  po3t  on  Thursday  Evening. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

J40  ,,     „   Putney.  ArtHj^*   "     "  Bicbmond. 

^•""ms   ,,     „   Hammersmith.  '^"'^^80   „     .,  Twickenham, 
(50   „     „    Barnes.  (85    ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridue, 

Morning.  Evening . 

Saturday,  Mar.  12    4.17    4  35 

Sunday,        „  13    4.54    5 14 

Monday,       „  14    5  3t    5  5G 

Tuesday,       „  15    6.21    r,  48 

Wednesday,  „  Ifi    7.21    "-59 

Thursday,     „  17    8.43    9.33 

Friday,         „   18    10.22    11  7 

High  Water  at  Ambbbley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  Mar.  12   4.57    5.15 

Sunday,       ,,   13    5.34    5.54 

Monday,       ,,   14    0 14    6.3C 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley 
Pulboroug  1  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Kemaeks.— The  angliug 
season  is  now  so  near  its  close  there  is  not  much  to  be  said 
in  the  matter  of  sport,  except  that  the  fish  are  all  ready 
for  their  period  of  rest,  and  I  can  laarn,  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  last  week,  the  angling  clubs  in  their  com- 
petitions are  running  it  out  as  near  as  they  can.  During 
the  last  two  or  three  years  the  perch  have  been  affording 
evidence  of  their  return  to  the  old  river,  and  it  was  generally 
expected  there  would  have  been  some  good  results,  but  the 
unfavourable  character  of  the  weather,  and  the  water  out 
of  condition,  gave  no  chance  of  the  anticipations  being 
realised.  I  am  glad  to  say  there  have  been  many  instances 
this  last  season  of  anglers  putting  back  most  of  the  fish 
they  have  creeled,  and  only  retaining  the  best.  I  have 
this  week  received  a  kind  letter  from  my  old  friend,  Mr. 
W.  Johnson,  who  has  been  a  Thames  angler  for  the  last 
forty  years,  but  of  late  years  not  so  much.  He  says  ''  I 
still  have  a  day  or  two's  fishing,  but  more  up  the  river, 
where  it  is  quiet,  after  the  worry  of  the  week  is  pa'3t._  The 
fish  I  take  are  rarely  kept,  unless  I  get  a  specimen, 
and  I  always  see  them  put  back  by  the  fisherman  or  do 
it  myself.  Charles  Hone,  of  Staines,  being  my  companion, 
generally,  and  a  very  fine  fellow  too — no  better  man  or 
more  honest  in  everything  in  trying  to  get  sport  than  him, 
and  one  to  bi  thoroughly  trusted,  and  I  can  Eay  this  from 
much  experience."  Mr.  W.  Jthnson  has,  since  the 
presentation  of  my  testimonial,  sent  his  guinea  to  my  good 
friend  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  and  now,  in  the  letter  just 
referred  to,  congratulates  me  on  its  success,  which  he 
says  "  it  was  entitled  to  be  after  the  many  years  you  had 
spent  endeavouring  to  do  everything  mortals  can  be 
expected  to  do,"  and  I  have  much  to  thank  him  for  the 
valuable  help  he  gave  in  it  when  a  resident  at  Twickenham, 
and  in  the  moat  trying  and  anxious  time  in  the  work  of 
Thames  preservation.  The  committee  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  netted  a  piece  of  witer  at 
Wandsworth,  on  Monday  last,  for  re-stocking  purposes, 
and  succeeded  in  getting  327  carp  and  a  few  roach,  which 
will  make  a  useful  addition  to  the  present  good  stock  in 
the  river.  It  is  not  a  good  time  now  for  the  removal  of 
fish,  and,  from  what  I  can  learn,  this  water  will  b3  netted 
again  latJer  on.  Anglers  will  bear  in  mind  that  Monday 
next,  March  14,  is  last  day  for  wetting  their  lines  in  the 
Thames.— B. 

  (Satchet). — John  Keene  reports  the  water  is  in 

very  bad  condition,  and  the  fish  are  not  feeding  well.  His 
best  day  has  been  with  Mr.  George  Shepherd,  who 
succeeded  in  creeling  231b.  of  roach  and  chub,  and  on 
other  days  a  few  dozen  roach  and  chub  each  day. — B. 

  (Hampton  Court). — William  MUbourne  says  i 

"  JMr.  Budd,  of  Molesey,  during  the  last  week,  has  b5en 
doing  well  amongst  the  chub,  the  two  largest  weighing  41b. 
f  ach.  There  are  still  a  great  quantity  of  dace  at  Hampton 
Court.  The  cold  wind  has  spoiled  everything  in  the  way 
of  fishing." — B. 

 (Kinijston).— Mr.  W.  Nuthall,  fishing  with  N. 

Bolton,  one  day,  caught  five  dozea  of  roach  and  dace  ;  and 
Mr.  Kempstead,  fishing  from  a  private  punt,  landed  two 
dozen  (eight  of  the  roach  weighing  lib.  each),  and  five 
chub.— B. 

— —  (Marlow).  —  With  the  exception  of  chub,  little 
fishing  has  been  done  lately  owing  to  bad  weather  ;  but  in 
spite  of  intensely  cold  winds,  sleet,  rain,  &o.,  Mr.  A. 
Usher,  of  London,  staying  with  me,  faced  the  elements, 
aid  was  rewarded.  Finding  jack  and  roach  diad  off  we 
went  for  the  chub,  with  the  result  that  he  secured  fourteen, 
weighing  trime  361b.,  from  which  are  selected  six  for 
casing. — C.  L.  Mathews. 

  (Teddington). — There  has  le:n  a  great  show  of 

roach  heading  up,  and  their  upward  progress  has  been 
carefully  watched  by  the  head  river-keeper,  William 
Douglas.    There  are  no  angling  reports. — B. 


- —  (Tideway). — The  anglers  have  been  getting  some 
good  dace  at  Richmond  and  Twickenham,  both  in  the 
punts  and  on  the  bank ;  but  very  few  have  been  out  on 
account  of  the  cold  wind. — B. 

 (Windsor  District). — A  most  atrocious  cold, 

east  wind  has  driven  anglers  to  moi'e  congenial  atmos- 
pheres ;  as  a  consequence,  I  have  not  come  across  a  capture 
in  this  district  worthy  of  mention,  though  the  water  at 
time  of  writing  is  looking  A  1  for  chub  and  jack.  If  the 
latter  were  tried  spinning  now  it  would  be  more  convenient 
to  warmth  and  sport,  as  there  are  no  surface  weeds,  and 
more  water  can  be  covered  than  by  the  freezing  process  of 
watching  a  float  with  a  live  bait,  putting  aside  the  fact 
that  it  requires  more  skill,  and  is  certainly  most  sports- 
manlike. As  the  Thames  coarse  fishing  season  closes  on 
the  14th  inst.,  those  who  fancy  "  tb at  last  day  "  should 
see  to  it  at  once.  Whilst  at  Bray,  near  Maidenhead, 
lately,  I  noticed  the  energetic  proprietor  of  the  George 
Hotel,  Mr.  G.  H.  Hards,  is  making  a  handsome  dining- 
room,  facing  the  river  ;  its  capacity  is  100,  and  the 
dicnensions  50ffc.  by  20ft.— B.  E-.  Bambridge. 

Amu  (Pulborough). — The  river  on  March  6  was  in 
places  mtc'a  discoloured  owing  to  snow  and  rain,  and  the 
few  who  visited  here  experienced  a  cold,  wet  morning. 
The  Central  fished  a  pegged-down  match,  though  only 
two  had  fish,  Mr.  Walker  taking  over  121b.  bream  (largest 
between  31b.  and  41b.).  Given  fine  weather,  the  water 
should  be  in  good  order  by  March  13.— W.  G.  Hollman. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach,  Cambridge).— 
The  looks  are  ten  minutes'  walk  from  the  station  to  Green 
Man  Inn,  on  the  spot.  During  the  week  the  weather  has 
been  extremely  cold.  Despite  this^rawback,  there  has 
been  several  anglers  out  with  decent  sport.  Three  days 
with  the  roach.  All  through  the  week  pike  have,  in  the 
sheltered  places,  been  had,  but  not  large.  This  U  all  free 
water  for  miles.  Boats  and  live  bait  on  the  spot.  Lock- 
keeper  will  give  every  information  as  to  the  best  places. — 
John  0'(jeorge. 

Bure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).— Angling 
has  been  very  quiet  in  this  neighbourhood  recently.  The 
pike  season  has  now  drawn  almost  to  a  close,  as  the  fish 
are  getting  advanced  in  spawn,  and  although  there  are  no 
legal  restrictions  of  any  kind  in  the  Broad  district  as  to  a 
close  season,  most  anglers  of  the  more  sportsmanlike 
class  do  not  molest  the  pike,  a';  least,  between  the  middle 
of  March  and  September;  although  there  are  such 
countless  thousands  of  roafih,  ludd,  and  bream  in  our 
rivers  and  lagoons  that  these  species  of  fish  can  well  be 
caught  in  season  and  out  of  season  by  anglers  so  minded, 
without  any  harm  being  done.  The  weather  is  fine  and 
bright,  but  with  a  bitterly  cold  air  from  the  north-east, 
with  threatenings  of  snow,  while  the  river  is  low  and 
extraordinarily  clear,  for  the  season,  after  the  keen  frosts. 
Roach  are  utterly  off  the  feed  to  day  all  along  the  river. 
— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— There  was  another 
heavy  fall  of  snow  on  Dartmoor  on  Sunday,  and  the  river 
contains  a  lot  of  snow  broth,  which  must  be  allowei  to 
clear.  Daring  the  latter  part  of  last  week  several  small 
baskets  of  trout  were  made,  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  W.  F. 
ToUit,  and  others  getting  nearly  a  dozen  each._  Mr. 
Champernowne  also  fished  the  Dartington  waters  with  fair 
success.  The  net  fishermen  at  the  weir  have  secured  a 
number  of  fine  salmon  ;  but  the  other  fisheries  lower  down 
are  quiet.  Both  trout  and  salmon  are  in  capital  con- 
dili  m. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Since  the  fall  of  snow  the 
weather  continues  very  cold  and  unfavourable  to  fishing. 
The  spate,  however,  caused  by  the  melting  of  the  snow 
has  been  beneficial  to  the  streams,  as  it  enabled  many  fish 
to  go  up  to  the  higher  waters.  Few  salmon  have  been 
taken,  although  some  fine  fish  have  been  killed  at  Totnes 
Weir  ou  the  Dart.  The  rivei'S  are  clearing,  and  troutiag 
should  brighten  up.  On  the  Mid  Taw  a  few  fair  baskets 
have  been  made,  running  up  to  eight  brace,  and  small 
catchei  are  recorded  o  a  the  southern  streams;  but  little 
appears  to  have  been  done  on  the  rivers  round  to  the 
border. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).- For  a  few  days  after  Feb.  21  the 
river  was  in  bad  order — heavy  rain  having  brought  the 
su  )w  oi?  the  hills  and  made  the  water  white.  As  soon  as 
it  fined  down  sport  began  in  earnest ;  in  fact,  such  sport 
as  has  never  been  known  on  the  Eden.  To  save  space,  I 
will  omit  dates,  merely  giving  the  number  of  fish  caught 
in  single  day  fishings  between  Feb.  24  and  March  7.  As 
will  ba  seen,  salmon  appear  to  be  most  numerous  between 
Syke  Foot  and  Armaithwaite.  Fishing  in  his  own 
water,  at  Armaithwaite,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dixon  and  his 
daughter  had  six  fish,  weighing  1021b.,  in  one  day. 
In  the  Low  House  water,  Mr.  Graham  Sandemau, 
2Clb.  ;  three,  91b.,  91b.,  251b.;  two,  lOlb.,  lOlb.  ; 
91b.,  91b.,  131b.,  15lb.,  171b.;  and  two,  13ib., 
In  the  same  water,  Mr.  T.  Warwick,  two, 
121b.  At  Syke  Foot,  Mr.  Fraser  Sandeman,  one. 
In  the  Armathwaite  Castle  water,  Mr.  Baker,  four, 
two,  and  two,  weights  not  known.  In  the  Crown  Hotel 
watdr,  Mr.  W.  S.  Vaughan,  one,  151b.  In  the  Corby 
Ca^t'e  water  the  keeper  had  two,  IGlb.,  18!b.  ;  three,  9ib., 
131b.,  191b.  ;  and  Mr.  Slater,  two,  101b.,  121b.  At 
Warwic'i  Hall,  Mr.  C.  Liddle,  one,  lOib. ;  five,  111b., 
14lb.,  141b.,  22lb.,  241b.  At  Crosby,  Mr.  Broadhurst, 
two  ;  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Hodgson  one.  Below  Carlisle  Mr. 
W.  Barlow  caught  one.  In  all  about  seventy-five  fish 
have  been  landed  with  the  rod  since  Feb.  10,  which  is 
ceitiinly  a  record.  Bat  above  all,  thirty-five  fifh  were 
sot  in  February,  and  yet  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  are  to 
hs  asked  to  alter  the  commencement  of  the  angling  s  ason 
to  March  1  to  suit  a  club  of  anglers,  who  happen  to  have 
no  spring  fishing  water,  in  order  that  they  may  take  out 
more  spawning  fish  at  the  end  of  November.  The  thing 
is  absurd.  Every  spring  fish  is  worth  three  "  old  bucks." 
— Silver  Grey. 


one, 
five, 
201b 
9lb., 
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Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— A  second  edition  of  snow 
fell  on  Sunday  last,  which  has  again  put  the  river  out  of 
ply  for  a  day  or  two.  Taken  generally,  the  salmon  season 
has  opened  very  well,  the  following  being  a  few  of  thi 
scores  during  past  week  :  Surgeon-Major  Barrington,  three 
fish,  231b.,  121b.,  and  8lb. ;  Mr.  Crowson,  a  biacj;  Mr. 
J.  King,  one  about  8lb. ;  Capt.  Cooke,  four,  largest 
21§lb.  Very  cold  N.E.  winds  have  rather  checked  trout 
anglers,  those  who  have  braved  the  elements  getting  but 
scant  reward  for  their  pains.  Messrs.  Graf  and  Roberts 
tried  the  pike  a  few  days  since,  but  only  landed  half-a- 
dozen  of  small  size. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiiuoolnshire  and  Cambs.). 
— The  weather  is  cold  and  otherwise  good  for  pike  fishing  ; 
but  unfortunately  many  of  the  fish  are  now  going  rapidly 
out  of  condition.  During  this  last  week  or  two  sport 
around  Deeping  in  this  direction  has  been  particularly 
good.  Takes  have  run  up  to  as  many  as  ten  fish  for  the 
day,  and  one  or  two  fiah  have  scaled  81b.,  are  the  heaviest. 
Sport  on  the  Forty-foot  seems  to  be  tailing  off,  as  anglers 
are  fewer  than  formally.  Other  pike  drains  are  getting 
less  patronage.  Roach  are  somewhat  sluggish  with  the 
cold,  but  chub  fishing  should  be  good. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — Roach  fishing  on 
the  Idle  is  a  good  deal  neglected,  the  weather  being 
cold  and  the  fish  going  out  of  condition.  A  few  chub 
have  been  sought,  and  a  few  pike  taken  from  the  drains. 
Most  of  the  patrons  of  chub,  however,  have  gone  to 
the  Trent.  An  angler,  near  Laneham  Island,  had  four, 
scaling  lllb.  Among  roach  and  other  fish  his  takes 
scaling  401b.  Another  got  three  chub,  scaling  5|lb. 
Other  chub  takes  are  mentioned  from  Clifton  Hill.  The 
best  pike  has  been  71b. — L. 

Iiark  (Flempton,  &c.).— Every  day  brings  ub  nearer 
the  end  of  the  season.  The  weather  has  been  against 
sport  of  late.  A  few  pike  were  taken  on  the  3rd  by  Mr. 
W.  W.  0.  Burrell.  of  3Jlb.  and  21b.  Nearly  all  anglers 
have  been  fishing  in  private  waters  this  last  week,  where 
the  frost  was  not  too  sharp,  and  some  good  takes  i^f  pike 
have  been  had.    River  in  fair  condition. — A.  E.  K. 

Lea. — The  water  has  not  been  in  good  condition,  and 
with  no  improvements  in  the  weather,  anglers  visiting  this 
river  .tave  again  fared  very  disappointingly.  Here  and 
there  a  few  roach  have  been  met  with,  but  no  really  good 
baskets  are  repotted.  An  angler  fishing  a  bend  of  the 
river  near  Rye  House  caught,  among  other  roach,  one  of 
lib.  7oz.  ;  and  in  Dobb's  Weir  Fishery,  Hoddesdon,  Mr. 
Langford,  early  in  the  week,  secured  4Jlb.  of  roach.  In 
this  fishery  Mr.  Barnes  (Mildmay  Angling  Club),  while 
out  fishing  with  Mr.  A.  E.  Hendon,  the  hon.  sec,  captured 
a  trout  on  pike  tackle.  The  hooks  were  carefully 
extracted,  and  after  the  fish  had  been  weighed,  it  was 
returned  to  the  river.  It  scaled  4lb.  3oz.,  and  though 
"  clean,"  was  in  rather  poor  condition.  Pike  and  perch 
fishing  closes  on  Monday,  the  fence  months  beginning  on 
the  following  day  (15th).  Roach,  chub,  dace,  bream, 
carp,  &c.,  can  be  taken  in  the  Lea  untU  the  end  of  the 
present  month.  The  Stort  closes  for  angling  on  Monday, 
this  river  coming  under  the  bye-laws  of  the  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Act.— Izaak  Walton. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — These  streams 
still  continue  to  run  in  order  for  trout  fishing,  but  have 
been  visited  with  rain,  snow,  and  hail,  which,  however,  has 
not  interfered  with  the  colour,  and  they  are  clear  and  a 
nice  level.  The  days  have  turned  fine,  but  severe  frostj 
are  had  at  night.  Trout  rise  fairly  well  at  the  fly,  but  only 
for  a  short  time  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Angling  has 
been  rather  quiet.  A  few  rods  have  been  out,  but  sport 
has  been  very  slow,  and  will  be  until  the  weather  gets 
warmer,  when  some  good  dishes  of  trout  will  be  landed 
with  the  fly. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Singsland).— Rivers 
are  in  fair  order,  but  the  weather  since  my  last  report  has 
been  most  wintry — stormsof  wind, hail,  snow, and  rain, with 
some  sharp  frosts  at  night.  After  a  particularly  cold  day 
yesterday,  and  frost  at  night,  to-da.y  (Wednesday),  the 
weather  has  been  very  fine,  and  about  mid-cay  a  good 
many  trout  were  rising.  If  warmer  weather  ensues  sport 
should  be  good,  and  best  flies  are  February  Red,  Blue 
Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and  Cowdung.  The  March  Brown  will 
be  due  in  a  few  days,  also  the  Mulberry  Dun.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

Mid-Taw,  Eggesford  (N.  Devon).— Season  com- 
menced March  1.  AVeather  has  been  rather  cold ; 
notwithstanding,  some  very  fair  baskets  have  been  taken. 
On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Williamson,  fishing  the  hotel  private 
water,  caught  a  dozen  nice  fish,  all  in  good  condition,  and 
on  Friday,  fifteen,  Saturday,  eleven.  Flies,  Rusty  Red, 
Maxwell's  Blue,  and  Blue  Upright.  Since  Saturday 
nothing  much  has  been  done  owing  to  a  slight  fall  of  snow. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  conditions  are  still 
favourable  for  fishing.  Not  only  in  the  vicinity  of  Peter- 
borough have  some  good  specimen  of  pike  been  taken,  but 
Mr.  F.  Stevens,  of  Cotterstock,  has  landed  at  Oundle  one 
of  171b.  Mr.  Beckett,  Peterborough,  met  with  a  rather 
singular  experience  at  Waternewton  on  Thursday  last 
week.  He  was  trolling  for  pike  with  a  live  dace  when  his 
bait  was  taken  by  a  chub,  which  he  successfully  landed. 
It  was  a  fine  fish  and  weighed  4lb. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Salterton).— Trout  appear  to  be  fairly  plenti- 
ful, aud  have  been  taking  freely.  Last  Saturday,  6th 
inst.,  one  rod  on  Mr.  Rolle's  water  took  eight  brace.  Your 
reporter  was  oa  the  public  water  for  two  hours  the  same 
day,  and  too'J  five  brace.  Plies :  Blue  Upright  and 
February  Red.  Since  Saturday  the  river  has  swollen 
greatly,  aud  is  full  of  snow  broth,  but  to  day  (9th)  is 
tishable.  Cold  N.B.  wind  still  prevails.  Nothing  will  be 
done  at  sea  until  calmer  weather  sets  in. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  snow  water  is  nearly  all  gone,  and 
the  fish  are  rising  more  freely.  A  gentleman  out  to-day 
had  a  dozen  in  a  very  short  time,  fishing  on  the  Walkham. 
Some  fair  fish  have  also  been  taken  on  the  Meavy.  It  is 
rather  cold  for  the  moors  yet,  but  still  some  fishermen 
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hive  been  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Cad.  They  have 
not  taken  many  fish,  but  they  have  been  a  very  fair  size. 
The  best  flies  are  the  Blae  Upright,  February  Red,  the 
Infallible  (the  one  with  a  red  tip).  The  Cocb-y-bondhu  is 
also  a  very  early  fly  on  these  rivers. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— Falls  of  snow  and  frosty 
weather  have  deterred  trout  fishers  generally  from  seeking 
sport,  but  several  enthusiastic  anglers  have  been  out  since 
the  opening  day.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Shrewsbury  a 
few  trout  hive  been  taken,  notably  a  couple  of  brace  by 
Mr.  Geo.  Fox,  jun.,  including  a  21b.  specimen,  and  one  or 
two  fairly  good  fish  captured  by  Mr.  Youn?.  As  there  is 
snow  on  the  hills  and  snow  water  iu  the  river  prospects 
are  not  good. — Halfren. 

Severn,  Vyxnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
uech). — The  weather  still  continues  very  cold,  and  the 
nights  frosty,  with  bright  sunshine  throughout  the  day  ; 
but  as  the  rivers,  although  very  bright  and  clear,  are  not 
yet  free  from  snow  water,  not  much  sport  has  been  had. 
In  the  Severn  a  few  pike  and  coarse  fish  lave  been  taken  ; 
and  the  Tanat  has  yielded  a  few  grayling,  which  are 
allowed  to  be  taken  ia  this  river  all  the  year  round,  in 
order  to  make  room  for  the  trout.  The  best  sport  in  the 
Vyruwy  is  being  had  with  roach,  and  some  very  fina 
specimens  of  this  fish  have  recently  been  captured.  One 
experienced  angler  has  observed  that  when  the  stream,  as 
of  late,  is  tinged  with  enow  water  the  roach  are  the  only 
fish  that  bite  at  all  freely,  and  perch  cannot  be  induced  to 
bite  at  all.  Has  any  other  angler  in  this  neighbourhood 
had  a  similar  experience  ? — Vtenwy. 

Stour  (Burea,  Suffolk).— A  good  number  of  anglers 
were  out  on  the  0th  inst. ,  but  blanks  or  very  near  them 
was  the  rule.  Fish  are  feeding  very  uncertain,  and  with 
very  cold  weather  and  bright  water,  fishing  prospects  for 
the  close  of  the  season  are  not  very  rosy.  On  the  9th,  Mr. 
Geo.  Root  had  101b.  of  good  roach  (largest,  lib.  2oz.), 
taken  with  paste  at  the  Rookery,  but  have  seen  no  other 
anglers  out.  Coloured  paste  and  gentles  are  the  best 
baits.— W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Sulby  River  (Ramsey).— Our  fishing  season  has 
opened  again,  and  the  prospects  are  very  good.  A 
gentleman  has  just  caught  a  fine  fish,  71b.  weight.  I  also 
am  glad  to  inform  you  that  we  have  started  an  anglers' 
club.  River  is  now  ia  fine  condition,  and  weather  tine.  A 
little  snow  yet  on  the  mountains. — W.  Cubbon. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— With  a 
north-easterly  wind  prevailing ;  and  scircely  a  glimpse  of 
sunshiae,  but  very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  fish 
have  been  feeding  badly.  The  only  noticeable  catch  from 
the  Ouse  was  by  Mr.  Hall,  at  Lewes,  who  secured  81b.  of 
good  roach,  the  largest  fish  being  a  grand  specimen 
weighing  lib.  lOoz.  Pike  aie  feeding,  and  perch  are  being 
secured  with  worm.  A  brace  of  51b.  pike  have  been  taken 
from  the  Rother,  and  several  fish,  averaging  31b.,  have 
been  taken  from  Chichester  Canal.— G.  F.  Salter. 

Teign.— Anglers  will  receive  with  satisfaction  the 
announcement  that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  has  been 
arrived  at  between  Mr.  St.  Maur  and  the  Fishing  Asso- 
ciation with  respect  to  his  waters.  Mr.  St.  Maur  has  now 
conceded  a  right  to  fish  over  a  portion  of  the  river,  having 
reserved  some  parts  of  the  Teign  and  Bovey  in  order  that 
he  may  carry  out  a  scheme  of  re-stocking,  which  it  is 
understood  he  contemplates.  Several  thousand  yearling 
trout  have  been  placed  in  the  river  by  the  association,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  an  improvement  in  the  fishing. 

B, 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  has  been  chmgeable,  and  at  the  end 
of  last  week  snow,  rain,  and  hail  was  had,  but  it  quickly 
cleared,  and  sharp  frosty  nights  have  been  had  followed 
by  bright  sunshiny  days,  and  has  greatly  improved  the 
prospect  of  sport.  The  trout  have  been  moving  better,  and 
rise  at  the  Blue  Dun.  February  Red,  Red  Palmer,  Cow- 
dung,  and  Red  Tag.  Bottom  fishers  have  tried  the  worm 
with  success.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out 
since  Moncay,  and  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  slow.  The 
trout  rise,  but  come  very  short  at  the  fly,  and  no  doubt  the 
sudden  cold  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has  had  a  great 
effect  on  them  ;  but  some  very  good  sized  fish  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly.  On  Tuesday  trout  lib.  and  ^.b.  each 
were  landed,  and  the  fish  were  in  capital  condicion.— S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  ia  clear 
and  a  nice  level,  and  in  order  for  fly  or  bottom  fishing. 
The  weather  was  very  rough  until  the  beginning  of  this 
week,  when  the  nights  turned  frosty,  followed  by  fine  days, 
and  trout  have  been  more  inclined  to  rise.  A  good  few 
Blues  have  been  out,  and  trout  rise  at  them  well.  Angling 
has  been  quiet  on  account  o£  the  cold  winds,  and  only  a 
few  have  been  out,  but  a  few  fish  landed ;  with  the  fine 
weather  some  good  lots  of  trout  will  be  taken  in  this  part. 

— WORCESTEE. 

Torridge  (Torring ton).— River  now  getting  in  good 
order  for  lishing,  and  many  rods  are  out  to-day.  Some 
good  lots  of  trout  weretaien  last  week.  Mr.  P.  Rude 
took  thirty-eight  trout  in  two  days',  fishing  a  small  brook 
within  three  miles  of  Torrington  ;  Mr.  Doe,  a  score.  We 
had  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  on  Sunday  morning,  but  it  was 
gona  before  evening,  which  gave  a  rise  to  thj  river; 
this  will  bring  up  some  fresh  salmon  and  carry  down  the 
early  spawned  fish.  The  March  BrownsTiave  been  on  the 
water.— Practical  Angler, 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Ssnny  Bridge).— River 
13  now  in  very  good  order  for  fishing,  but  owing  to  the 
hard  frost  at  Light  the  trout  only  rise  to  the  fly  for  a  short 
time  about  mid-day.  The  killing  flies  are  small  Daik  and 
Light  Blue,  and  March  Brown. — Pontsenny. 

Welland  (Stamford).— The  Most  Noble  The  Marquis 
of  Exeter  has  been  elected  president  of  the  Stamford 
Angling  Association  for  the  current  year,  and  the  people 
of  Stamford  and  district  are  deeply  indebted  to  his  lord- 
ship for  providing  such  splendid  fishing  accommodation, 


very  few  towns  possessing  equal  advantages  in  this  respect. 
It  is  still  thought  that  there  are  black  bass  in  the 
Welland.— E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  &o.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Roach  fishing 
has  not  been  worth  much  for  the  last  week  or  two,  but 
pike  fishing  has  taken  a  turn  for  the  better.  A  Horn- 
castle  angler  caught  one  of  16ib.  the  other  day  near 
Tattersball  Bridge,  and  another  of  81b. ;  a  Kyme  angler 
caught  one  of  101b.  below  Chapel  Hill,  and  another  of  41b. 
These  are  among  the  best  fish.  A  good  many  smaller 
ones  have  come  to  hand.  From  the  drains  around  Boston 
a  number  of  small  fish  have  been  taken,  but  the  best  have 
ran  to  only  about  31b.  Roach  anglers  have  got  hold  of  a 
few  tench,  but  roach  have  been  too  sleepy. — Luci. 

SCOTCH  ESPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— So  far  the  season,  which 
opened  last  month,  has  been  most  unprolific.  March  was 
ushered  in  with  boisterous  winds  and  occasional  drifting 
snow,  varied  by  bright  sunshine  at  intervals,  not  at  all 
the  kind  of  weather  conducive  to  angUng.  The  condition 
of  the  elements  has  not  been  much  in  favour  of  salmon 
ascending  the  rivers,  and  little  has  been  done  worth 
recording,  excepting  that  two  new  run  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  double  water  below  Longtown.  The  look 
out  is  decidedly  unpromising  at  present. — G. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Since 
last  reported,  very  stormy  weather  has  prevailed — rain, 
sleet,  and  snow,  alternating  with  frost,  which  was  very 
keen  at  the  b?ginniDg  of  this  week.  On  Wednesday  week, 
Mr.  James  Henderson,  Brailangwill,  on  Mr.  Payne's  rod, 
landed  a  salmon,  which  weighed  81b.,  on  Poll-a-Chapnill  ; 
and  on  Fiiday,  on  the  same  cast,  and  also  on  Mr.  Payne's 
rod,  Mr.  George  Ross,  Brailangwill,  had  one  of  91b.  On 
Monday  (this  week)  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  Invercharron, 
on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  landed  two  salmon  on  Rock  Pool ; 
both  were  beauties,  one  weighing  201b.,  and  the  other  lOlb. 
River  getting  rather  low. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  past  week  continued 
very_  unfavourable  for  angling,  the  river  being  swollen  by 
the  incessant  fall  of  snow  and  rain.  In  the  bsginningof 
the  present  week  frost  was  very  severe,  which  was  also 
against  successful  angling.  We  understand  that  a  few 
fish  were  landed,  and  on  Monday  a  number  of  trout  were 
killed  on  the  free  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The 
stormy  weather  also  acted  against  the  net  fishing.  At 
the  entrance  to  the  river  the  heavy  seas  washed  an  amount 
cf  Peebles  into  the  channel  that  the  access  of  fish  to 
the  river  was  limited.  Consequently  only  a  few  fish 
ascended,  and  the  net  fishermen  had  scarcely  anything  for 
the  week.  On  the  coast  the  bag  nets  were  out  of  order 
during  meat  of  the  week,  and  the  most  salmon  taken 
at  any  station  for  the  week  was  five.  The  consignments 
to  the  markets  per  rail  was  only  three  boxes,  two  less 
than  that  of  last  week.— H.  W. 

Loch  Tay.  — Mr.  Wm.  Worthington,  Auohmore 
House,  has  not  had  such  good  sport  this  week  as  during 
the  previous  week.  For  several  days  the  loch  was  very 
calm,  not  a  ripple  disturbing  its  surface,  and  the  sun 
shining  brightly.  On  March  3  Mr.  Worthington  caught  a 
171b,  salmon  :  on  the  4th  there  was  one  weighing  16Ib. ; 
and  on  the  7th  he  finished  up  with  a  22-pounder.— Orange 
Hackle. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore).— Reserved  Water,  March  4, 
McDiarmil  (keeper)  killed  salmon,  191b.;  March  5,  Col. 
Murray,  one,  201b.  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Stanton,  one,  161b. 
—Knight. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— During 
the  whole  of  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  very 
disagreeable,  and  most  adverse  to  angling.  Snow  or  sleet 
fell  daily,  with  keen  frost,  generally  at  night.  The  river, 
however,  has  been  gradually  rising.  The  sport  has  been 
as  follows:  On  28th  ult.,  Mr.  Taylor,  Skelpick  Lodge, 
landed  four  salmon  on  Beat  No.  4;  and  Mr.  Smith, 
Skelpick  Lodga,  one  on  No.  3.  On  2nd  inst.,  Mr. 
Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  caught  two  salmon  on  No.  1  ; 
and  Gen.  Holmes,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  3.  On  the  3rd, 
Mr.  Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  one  salmon  on  Beat 
No.  6.  The  average  weight  of  fish  caught  during  the  week 
was  91b.— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland,  —  Sport  has  improved 
somewhat  on  the  lower  waters,  and  been  more  general  all 
over.  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  arrived  on 
Deeside  on  Thursday  for  a  couple  of  weeks  spi-ing  salmon 
angling  on  t;he  Balmoral  and  Abergeldie  waters.  Although 
details  of  his  sport  are  not  yet  to  hand,  yet  it  is  authenti- 
cally reported  that  he  has  been  fairly  successful,  having 
several  clean  fish  every  day  out.  These  reaches 
are  the  very  pick  of  salmon  angling  just  now, 
the  open  season  having  well  stocked  the  pools. 
On  Braemar  waters  anglers  are  now  putting  in  an  appear- 
ance. Messrs.  Cobbold  and  Banbury  had  each  one  of  8Ib. 
and  8Jlb.  respectively,  on  the  lower  Invercauld  water. 
On  Wednesday  they  had  four,  of  121b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  71b. 
On  the  Ballafer  reaches  upwards  of  100  fish  have  been 
killed  since  the  opening  of  the  season.  On  the  Glentana 
water,  Mr.  Merry  landed  one  of  91b.,  one  of  15 Jib  ,  and 
two  of  91b.  and  lUb.  ;  Mr.  Walker  had  one  of  9lb.,  two  of 
71b.  and  151b.,  and  one  of  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Barclay,  one  of 
8ilb. ;  Colonel  Bruickman,  one  of  131b.  and  one  of  16ilb.  ; 
Mr.  Wegenline,  one  of  91b.,  two  of  8|lb.  and  igjlb.j'and 
two  of  91b.  atd  131b. ;  whilst  others  met  with  similar 
results.  On  the  Abojne  Castle  waters,  Mr.  Fellows  Gordon 
creeled  one  of  101b.  ;  and  Grant,  keeper,  one  of  91b.  On 
the  hotel  waters,  Mr.  Crawshaw  creeled  one  of  81b.,  two, 
of  ISib.  and  91b.,  and  one  of  161b.  ;  Mr.  Palmer  had  one 
of  221b.,  one  of  I41b.,  and  one  of  61b. ;  while  Mr.  Dane  had 
one  of  8 Jib.,  Mr.  A.  Sandeson  one  of  71b.,  and  Capt. 
Stainton  one  of  9|lb.  On  the  Kincardine  section,  Capt. 
Davidson  (Dess  water)  had  three,  of  81b.  111b.,  and  191b. ; 
Col.  Leith,  Hay,  two,  of  71b.  and  16Ib. ;  Geo.  Nicol,  one 
of  81b. ;  and  J.  Harper,  two,  of  SJlb.  and  91b.  On 
Carlogie  section,  Mr.  J.  C.  Haslam  landed  two,  of  7*lb. 


and  171b.  On  the  Lodge  water,  Col.  Leith,  Ross,  had  two, 
of  181b.  and  1  Ub.  ;  and  Geo.  Blacklaw,  one  of  101b.  On 
Borrowatone  water,  Mr.  R.  Barclay  creeled  five,  scaling  Gib., 
71b.,  81b.,  7ilb.,  and  91b.  On  Ballogie.  Mr.  Ed.  Drumuiond- 
Drummond  bud  four,  scaKng  8Jlb.,  91b.,  151b.,  and  211b. 
Capt.  Philpotts,  on  Sluie,  three,  of  81b.,  8Jlb.,  and  8JIb. ; 
and  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverall.  on  Woodend,  eight,  of  71b.,  7ilb., 
81b.,  SJlb.,  91b.,  91b.,  9Jlb..  and  lUb.  Weather  cold  and 
stormy  ;  river  too  low  and  clear  for  best  sport.  On  the 
Kinglaussie  water.  Prof.  Cash  bai  one  of  81b.  On  Cnlter, 
Mr.  Milne  had  one  of  81b.  ;  and  on  Park.  Mr.  Davidson 
had  another  of  simtfar  weight.  On  Dun  is  water,  Mr. 
Baird  bad  four  of  average  weights ;  sport  all  over  being 
better,  although  not  yet  up  to  the  mark.  On  the  Don  not 
a  single  fish  to  the  rod.  The  Ythan  is  yielding  good 
baskets  of  early  finnock.  On  Ellon  Castle  water,  Mr. 
Murray  had  thirty,  and  Mr.  Ferguson,  fifteen,  on 
Wednesday  last ;  while  McPherB?n  Gillie  had  a  salmon  of 
81b.— E.  M. 

PuUin  Hotel  (Loch  Tay).— Ma-ch  2,  Mr.  Berger, 

three  salmon,  181b.,  151b.,  111b. ;  Mr.  NsJvton,  one,  191b. ; 
Dr.  Todd,  one,  171b.  3rd,  Mr.  Berger,  two,  171b.,  l.olb. ; 
Mrs.  Maisey,  fishing  for  Mr.  Paul,  one,  191b. ;  Mr. 
Worthington,  one,  171b.  4th,  Mr.  Berger,  two,  181b., 
81b.  ;  Mr.  Newton,  three,  231b.,  201b.,  161b.  5th,  Mr. 
McDona'd,  one,  81b.  7th,  Mr.  McDonald,  one,  lUb. ; 
Mr.  Worthington,  one,  221b.— H.  Maisey. 

Solway. — The  salmon  fishings  have  so  far  proved  a 
failure  to  the  tacksmen.  Absolutely  nothing  has  been 
dona  since  the  opening  of  the  season.  The  state  of  the 
wCitther  during  the  past  week  has  been  against  spring  fish 
running  to  the  rivers.  The  fishermen  do  not  antioipati 
much  improvement  until  a  change  to  milder  weather  comes 
about,  with  south-west  winds.  Owing  to  the  great 
scarcity  of  salmon,  prices  have  been  high  all  the  week, 
the  local  quotations  being  23.  3d.  per  pound. — G. 

South  of  Scotland.^The  Border  rivers  are  too  clear 
and  low  this  week  for  salmon  fishing,  and  nothing  has 
been  done  with  the  rods  on  the  various  water.s  of  the 
district.  The  state  of  the  weather  is  at  present  all  against 
angling.  Severe  frost  has  prevailed  at  night,  and  the 
higher  hills  are  white  with  snow.  There  has  been  bright 
Eunshire  daily  without  a  breath  of  wind  on  the  water. 
An  odd  kelt  or  two  has  been  landed  and  put  back,  but 
there  are  no  reports  2s  to  any  spiiog  salmon  being 
acojunted  for.  On  the  Annan  to-day  Mr.  William  Wright 
hooked  a  salmon  with  fly.  but  the  cast  gave  way 
with  the  first  rush  of  the  fijh.  Except  some  rainfalh 
this  week  all  angling  will  be  at  a  standslill  next 
week.  In  the  Solway  the  first  spring  salmon  of  the 
season  fell  to  the  nets  on  Monday  on  the  Sandrig  fishings 
at  Annan.  They  were  veiy  fine  fish  of  over  101b.  each. 
In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  same  river  a  good  number  of 
kelts  are  showing  themselves,  and  in  the  pools.  From  the 
GaUoway  and  Ayrshire  rivers  there  are  no  reports  of  sport 
this  week.  Trout  fishing  has  not  vet  commenced  on  the 
Border  district  of  the  Solway.  The  Mid-Nithdale  Angling 
Association  held  their  annual  general  meeting  last  week 
in  the  ducal  village  of  Thornhill.  The  president  of  the 
association,  Mr.  Coltart,  presided.  Ths  annual  report 
submitted  showed  that  355  permissions  were  ?ranted  last 
season.  The  expenditure  amounted  to  £58  odd,  and  there 
was  a  smaU  balance  against  the  association.  The  sum  of 
£30  163.  2d.  was  also  expended  in  the  purchase  of  2000 
yearling  trout,  which  were  placed  in  the  association  waters. 
— Heatheebell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  season 
opened  on  the  1st  inst.,  tut  up  till  this  week  the  un- 
favourable weather  made  bank  fishing  impossible.  The 
river  La?  toned  down  considerably,  and  by  the  end  of  next 
week  should  be  in  good  form  for  fly  fishing.— J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  season 
opened  here  on  Tuesday  week  amidst  hail,  snow,  and  rain, 
and  this,  with  the  swollen  state  of  the  river,  gave  the 
season  of  1898  a  rather  bad  start.  The  water  is  now  in 
fair  form,  but  the  nightly  frosts  keep  the  trout  f.om 
rising  boldly.  Mr.  John  Mills  and  Mr.  J.  W.  E.  Skelton 
were  out  this  week  oa  these  sections,  and  made  several 
baskets. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne. — Sport  during  the  past  week  has  been  very 
indifferent.  Hard  frosts  at  night  and  glaring  sun  by  day, 
together  with  the  river  at  summer  level,  has,  for  the 
present,  stopped  all  chance  of  good  sport  until  we  have  a 
spate.  On  the  upper  Blick  Castle,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and 
party  have  had  eight  fish  during  the  past  week,  weights, 
231b.,  161b.,  131b.,  121b.,  121b.,  lUlb..  101b.,  and  91b.  On 
the  lower  Black  Castle,  the  Messrs.  Meakin  have  had  two, 
about  101b.  each.  On  Ardmulchan.  Col.  Rock  and  Cel. 
Cuncliffe  had  five,  from  lOlb.  to  201b.  each.  On  the 
Blackwater  tributary,  Mr.  Boylan  had  two  small  fish.  I 
have  not  heard  details  of  what  Las  been  done  on  the  lower 
length  of  the  liver,  but  I  hear  the  results  have  been 
indifferent. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes.— There  has  been  no  fishing  of  any  note 
done  in  this  part  of  the  country  since  last  report.  All 
during  the  past  week  there  was  a  severe  frost  every  night, 
and  in  the  daytime  intensely  cold,  with  keen  north-east 
wind  and  bright  sky.  To-day  the  weather  is  looking  more 
settled  and  somewhat  milder,  although  there  is  still  a  lot 
of  snow  on  the  mountains  here. — M.  Rogan  an"d  Soxs. 

Coomavoher  Lake. — During  the  past  week  good 
sport  was  had  at  brown  trout.  The  best  basket  was  one 
containing  three  dozen,  had  by  a  local  angler,  heaviest  fish 
IJlb.— i;.  J.  D. 

Cotrib  (Galway). — The  liver  is  toning  down  into  fair 
order,  and  several  springers  were  killed  this  week.  The 
weather  is  mild  and  spring-like  this  week.  There  is  a 
good  stock  of  fish  up  the  Corrib. — J,  A.  B. 

Cummeragh. — No  salmon  anglers  were  out  last  week, 
but  brown  trout  anglers  had  generally  fair  sport  on  the 
lower  reaches. — T.  J,  D. 
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Drenane  Lake. — Brown  trout  anglers  have  had 
good  sport.  The  lake  is  fished  from  the  shore  only,  and 
the  best  sport  generally  had  where  the  river  enters  the 
lake.  As  the  water  is  getting  low  it  is  not  now  in  the 
best  angling  order. — T.  J.  D. 

Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels'  Private  Water 
(Ballina). — This  water  is  solely  reserved  for  anglers 
stajiDg  at  the  above  hotels.  The  waters  are  now  in 
splendid  condition.  On  the  8th  inst.  I  killed  a  nice 
springer,  weighing  161b.  I  would  recommend  anglers  to 
come  now,  as  everything  promises  good  sport. — The 
Manager. 

Inuy  (CO.  Kerry). — Brown  trout  anglers  continue  to 
get  pretty  good  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Killaruey. — Salmon  fishing  continues  to  give  fair 
sport  here  to  local  professional  anglers,  and  good  sport  is 
expscted  at  fly  fishing  when  the  weather  gets  more  suit- 
able. The  brown  trout  fishing  is  improving,  but  will  not 
be  at  its  best  for  some  time  yet. — T.  J.  D. 

lee  (CO.  Cork), — The  river  has  been  in  excellent 
fishing  order  for  past  week,  but  the  severe  frosts  at  night 
have  prevented  the  fish  taking  as  well  as  they  should. 
Notwithstanding,  a  good  week's  fishing  has  been 
experienced,  as  the  following  list  of  fish  will  show  :  M. 
Lyons,  121b.  ;  J.  F.  Daly,  121b.  ;  H.  C.  Thorold,  Leicester- 
shire Regiment,  81b.,  lljlb.,  131b.  ;  M.  F.  Barry,  91b., 
9|lb. ;  Capt.  Bulkley,  Leicestershire  Kegiment,  101b. ; 
Major  Parkinson,  Hampshire  Eegiment,  21Jlb.  (this  was 
the  finest  fish  taken  for  the  week) ;  Mr.  J.  Gardener,  17th 
Lancers,  211b.  (this  was  also  a  a  agnificently  conditioned 
fish) ;  E.  H.  Perry,  101b.;  A.  G.  Goodwin,  yjlb.  ;  Mr.  J. 
O'Brien,  101b.,  111b.;  S.  Haynes,  _81b.,  81b.,  lOJlb.,  131b. 
(these  were  all  taken  on  the  6th  inst  ,  and  was  the  best 
bag  made  in  a  single  day  so  far  this  season) ;  W. 
O'SuUivan  Galgey,  131b. ;  Surgeon-Col.  Eiordan,  A. M.S., 
101b.:  R.  Dunsoombe,  191b.,  91b.;  J.  P.  Beale, 
Birmingham,  111b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lougli  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  poor.  Only  two  salmon  were  had  since 
last  report,  viz.,  one  of  10|lb.,  by  Ned  Dennehy,  and  one 
of  lljlb.,  by  Denis  Currane.  A  few  good  brown  trout 
were  had  by  anglera  while  troUing  for  salmon. — T.  J.  D. 

IiOngTa.  Neagb. — With  the  return  of  the  good  weather 
the  pollan  fisheries  show  an  improvement,  the  cross 
Channel  demand  being  also  steady  at  from  18s.  to  22s. 
per  box.  Trout  netting  has  also  opened  fairly.  This  week 
some  fish  up  to  81b.  and  101b,  were  taken  off  the  Antrim 
shores. — J.  W.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina),— Weather 
fine  with  southerly  winds ;  slight  touches  of  frost  at  night. 
Water  in  perfect  order.  Mr.  Wilson,  on  Monday,  landed 
two  kelts  and  had  a  run  from  a  spring  fish ;  on  Tuesday, 
landed  two  kelts.  There  was  a  spring  fish  got  on  the  weir 
pool  on  Tuesday  121b. — John  Devbrs. 

IMCoy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).— The  river  is 
now  in  good  order  and  the  weather  fine.  Mr.  George 
Flynn  (Imperial  Hotel),  on  the  8th,  killed  a  nice  fresh  run 
salmon  of  161b.  The  fly  that  enticed  him  was  the  Golden 
Ranger.  Lough  still  high.  There  is  a  good  run  of  salmon 
at  the  weirs.  Mr.  Foster  lost  a  good  fish  after  twenty 
minutes'  play. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Although 
the  river  is  now  in  perfect  form,  the  weather  is  excessively 
cold,  caused  by  night  frosts  and  cutting  east  winds.  It  is 
somewhat  more  genial  to-day,  however.  The  Rev. 
Mervyn  Archdall,  Belfast,  had  a  nice  wind-up  to  his 
angling  visit  here  this  week.  Fishing  my  preserves  on 
Thursday,  he  killed  a  handsome  springer,  181b.  Gen. 
Mignon,  fishing  Major  Traherue's  water,  got  a  very  pretty 
fish,  lllb.  On  the  Incha  Beat,  John  Johnson  and 
W.Ives  got  in  one  day  three  salmon,  151b.,  lllb.,  and 
101b.  On  Capt.  R.  Twisses'  Parteen  preserves,  his  fisher- 
man, W.  Barry,  creeled  a  SO-pounder,  and  lost  another 
huge  fish. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  is  now 
much  milder  and  more  favourable  to  fishing.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed,  4th,  one  salmon,  241b. ;  8th, 
two  salmon,  91b,,  331b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  J.  Hender- 
son killed,  2nd,  one  salmon,  291b,  ;  3rd,  one  salmon,  22Jlb. 
On  the  same  water,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed,  8th,  one 
salmon,  191b,  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  J.  Henderson  killed, 
0th,  one  salmon,  121b.  On  Woodlands,  the  fishermen 
killed,  7th,  one  salmon,  101b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery,  Mr. 
G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  4th,  one  salmon,  151b.;  6th,  one 
salmon,  321b.  ;  7th,  one  salmon,  131b.  On  the  World's- 
end,  Major  Hayes  Newington  killed,  3rd,  one  salmon, 
301b.— J.  Enright  and  Son. 

SEA  PISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier).  —  Mr.  Gray  fished  from  the  pier 
for  a  few  hours  on  the  6th  inst.,  and  made  quite  a  nice 
little  catch,  consisting  of  dabs,  pouting,  and  codling.  Mr. 
Browning  and  his  boatman  also  did  fairly  well,  landing 
about  five-and-twenty  fish.  Monday  was  a  raw  cold  day, 
but  this  did  not  deter  Mr.  Bucknell  and  Mr,  G.  Wood 
from  trying  their  luck  upon  the  pier  ;  but  the  day's  catch 
only  amounted  to  one  plaice,  one  codling,  and  one 
pouting.  The  strong  north-east  gale  on  Tuesday  put  a 
stop  to  all  fishing,  the  lower  deck  of  the  pier  being  quite 
submerged  for  several  hours.  The  weather  is  to-day 
(Wednesday)  somewhat  better ;  but  the  water  is  far 
too  thick  for  any  fishing  operations. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Deal, — Monday  some  very  good  takes  of  codling  were 
landed  by  the  local  fishermen,  Tuesday  it  blew  a  strong 
gale,  N.E.,  with  a  heavy  sea  running.  Wednesday  it 
moderated,  but  not  sulBcient  for  fishing,  and  the  prospects 
are  not  very  encouraging  at  present. — Ned  Hanger 
(B.S.A.S.) 

Plymouth, — There  are  plenty  of  fish  of  various  kinds 
to  be  caught,  but  the  weather  is  sometimes  unsettled.  The 
spring  pollack  are  taking  the  artificial  bait,  and  when  the 
weather  serves,  and  you  are  able  to  get  to  the  breakwater, 


some  large  ones  can  be  taken.  Mullet  are  still  on  the  feed, 
and  the  early  morning  is  the  bast  time  for  them.  We  are 
taking  just  at  the  present  time  an  unusually  large  quantity 
of  bass,  both  on  the  rod  from  the  rocks  and  jetties,  and 
also  from  loits.  In  the  daytime  they  run  rather 
small,  but  towards  dusk,  and  through  the  night,  the  larger 
ones  are  on  the  feed.  I  hear  good  reports  all  up  and  down 
the  coast,  and  a  large  school  of  fish,  which  was  supposed  to 
be  mullet,  was  inclosed  in  the  seine  net  at  Seemen  Cove, 
and  when  they  were  hauled  on  shore  proved  to  be  a  school 
of  bass.  Some  thousands  of  smaller  ones  went  through  the 
meshes  of  the  net,  bat  a  nice  haul  of  big  fish  was  made. 
Some  very  fine  ones  have  also  been  caught  in  Yealm  Gut, 
an  estuary  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Sound. — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


March  13.   

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Great  Marlow. 
Blackfriars  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Bomore  :  Match  at  Slough. 
Brompton :  Outing. 

Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Datchet. 
Cambridge  Friendly  :  Match  at  Henley. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Consolation  match. 
Collingwood  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Dibdin :  Roving  match. 
Duke  of  Norfolk :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Outing. 
North  London  :  Match  at  Amberley, 
Sundial :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
United  Brothers :  Match. 
Walthamstow  Brothers  :  _ Outing  to  Windsor, 
West  London :  Prize  outing. 
March  14. 
Anchor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Benefit  concert. 
Convivial :  Visit. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Piscatorial  Society:  Paper  by  Mr.  C.  Hussey. 
March  15. 

Gresham  :  Outing  to  Kelvedon. 
March  16, 

Izaak  Walton :  Outing, 

Lincoln:  Visit. 

North-East  Brothers :  Visit. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Visit. 
March  18. 

T.A.P.S. :  River  keepers*  dinner. 

Yarmouth  :  Smoking  concert. 


March  20. — Competition  at  St.  Margaret's  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  A.B.S. 
,,     20. — Islington  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
,,     21. — Lincoln  :  Benefit  concert. 
„     21.— St.  Thomas  :  Visit. 
,,     22. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
,,     22. — Gresham:  Annual  dinner. 
,,     23. — Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     24. — Bath  Anglers' Association  :  Smoking  concert. 
,,     27. — Clapham  Strollers :  Prize  outing. 
„     28.— Camden:  Visit. 

,,     31. — Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
April    6. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Concert. 

,,      7. — Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,     20. — St.  Ives  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,     21. — Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  meeting, 

,,     25. — Hearts  of  Oak:  Supper. 

,,     28. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 


Eeyorts  from  €lu&s 


We  beg  to,  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association. — The  next  meeting  of  the 
finance  committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening. 
Match  14,  at  7.30,  and  the  general  committee  at  8.30. — 
R.  Ghdrney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  sum  of 
£2  63.  6d.,  Dalston,  and  £1  7s  ,  W«st  Ham  Brothers 
Angling  Societies'  donation  box. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Eastern  District  No.  2) 
Visiting  List. — The  next  visit  will  take  place  at  the  Con- 
vivial A.S.,  City  of  London,  Sidney- street.  City-road.  As 
I  have  been  requested  and  have  consented  to  continue  with 
my  old  office  till  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  I 
hope  the  same  support  I  have  received  in  the  past  will  be 
continued  till  that  time. — P.  Thorhng. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — On  March  7  a  most  enjoyable  return  vitit 
was  paid  to  the  Bomore  A.S.  Some  excellent  harmony 
was  given  by  the  anglers  of  the  several  clubs.  On  the 
roll  call  twelve  clubs  were  well  represented;  the  A.B.S. 
box  contained  the  sum  of  £2  14s.  Od.  The  next  visit  will 
go  to  the  Camden  A.S. ;  Camden  town  date  later  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette. — J.  W.  Harris. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. 
—Ben  Abrahams  weighed-in  roach  from  the  Thames  |on 


March  6.  AYe  attended  in  full  force  on  Monday  last  at 
the  Bomore  A.S.  annual  return  visit,  where  a  most 
pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening  was  tpent. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields.  —  Ob  March  G  the 
following  weighed-in :  Mr.  Drew,  roach  aLd  dace ;  Mr. 
Black,  roach;  Mr.  Dyer,  dace;  and  Mr.  Utting,  dace. 
Other  members  out  but  did  not  weigh-in. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun  Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Clerkenwell. —  On 
March  6,  at  Shiplake,  only  one  member  succeeded  in 
getting  sutficient  fish  to  take  a  prize — Mr.  Lambarth,  two 
roach,  lib.  2oz.  We  fish  for  remaining  prizes  (roving)  on 
March  13.  Mr.  Hulme  weighed-in  71b.  lloz.  of  roach  and 
dace  ;  Millin,  71b.  10|oz.  of  roach  from  other  waters. — A, 
Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — On  Wednesday  evening  we  had  a 
good  muster  of  members,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  being  in  the 
chair.  It  was  decided  to  fish  the  last  match  of  the  season 
in  the  Thames  (anywhere).  Mr.  H.  Cook  was  proposed 
as  a  working  member,  and  will  be  balloted  for  next  week. 
Our  tickets  for  the  annual  dinner  on  April  28,  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  are  now  in  hand,  and  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  supply  members  with  same,  I  have  also  a  few 
tickets  for  Anglers'  Benevolent  match  on  March  20.  Our 
Central  visit  on  Monday,  March  14,  promises  to  be  a  great 
success,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  in  the  chair. — F.  W,  Martin, 

Battersea  Priendly  Angling  Society,  (jueen'a 
Hotel,  Qneen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — On  March  6  Mr, 
W.  Thomas  had  some  good  bream.  The  ma'.eh  on 
March  13  will  be  the  last.  A  conveyance  leaves  Queen'e- 
road.  Lavender  Hill,  at  7.15  for  Paddington,  train  8.40; 
saloon  engaged.  Our  delegate  to  the  Central  Association 
read  a  satisfactory  report. — A.  Jenkins. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — The  result  of  our  match  on 
March  6  at  Shepperton  was  a  blank.  The  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  again  on  March  13  (same  conditions), — J. 
Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bose 

and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — A  large  number 
of  our  members  were  out  on  March  6,  but  in  most  oases 
were  unsuccessful.  Mr.  J.  Taylor  only  weighed-in  perch. 
— T.  Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyie,  Gomwall- 
road,  Notting  Hul. — On  March  6  the  following  weighed-in 
from  Drayton:  Messrs.  Harley,  jack;  W.  Cowen,  jack; 
Chapman,  jack ;  Brice,  roach.  Our  eleventh  annual 
return  visit  on  the  7th  proved  a  great  success,  our  large 
concert  room  being  packed  to  excess.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Harris,  faced  by  Mr.  Cooper.  Pianist, 
Professor  Phillips.  The  following  assisted  :  Fred.  Steptoe, 
J.  Gibbons,  from  Royal  George ;  Messrs.  Evans,  Howe, 
Hamilton,  Brad,  Smith,  Ellesley,  Adams,  Hall,  Love, 
Hardie,  Dickinson,  Ridel,  Baylis,  Jones,  Hoad,  Jeffs, 
Dunn,  Oakey,  also  Mr.  Vincent,  Mr.  Abrahams,  and 
twenty-eight  brother  members  from  the  Allason  United. 
Host  of  clubs  represented  A.B.S. ;  box  contained 
£2  143.  6d.  Mr.  Harris's  speech  on  behalf  of  the  A.B. 
was  greatly  appreciated. — H.  Dagworthy. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street.  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — On 
Jlarch  13  the  prize  given  by  Mr.  Hall  (£1  Is.)  will  be 
competed  for,  all  fish,  day's  take  only.  There  are  several- 
prizes  open  to  be  competed  for  until  the  end  of  March.  On 
the  6th,  Mr.  Jennings,  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Hoare,  roach.  Will 
members  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  interesting  business. 
—J.  H. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. 
— On  March  2  we  had  a  very  fine  show  of  jack,  chub,  and 
rudd,  taken  by  two  members,  namely,  Mr.  Pells,  of  police 
fame,  with  three  jack  (largest  just  on  51b.).  Mr.  E. 
Horley,  chub  (largest  41b.  7ioz.)  ;  ten  rudd,  all  going  over 
lib.  each. — Hv.  Tame, 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lington-road, W. — An  outing  to  Datchet  will  take  place  on 
March  13,  for  two  prizes.  All  fish  to  weigh.  Start  fishing 
at  10.30.  The  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the  clubhousi 
on  March  31. — P.  Lavington. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abbjy,  Praed-street,  W. — The  outing  at  Henley  on 
March  13  will  be  a  roving  match,  not  pegged-down  ;  usual 
conditions ;  five  prizes.  On  March  2  Mr.  Warsop  had 
pike,  roach,  and  dace,  181b.  6oz. ;  Messrs.  Carvill,  Smith, 
and  Sutton  had  chub,  pike,  roach,  and  dace.  —  W. 
Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  March  6  Mr.  H.  Deverill  had  dace. 
On  March  14  we  have  a  grand  smoking  concert  for  the 
benefit  of  one  of  our  members  (Brother  H.  Hackett).  A 
host  of  good  talent  wUl  appear. — Sec. 

Camden  Angling  Sooie^,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — We  have  a  return  visit  on 
the  Angleis'  Association  on  March  28,  when  we  hope  ta 
see  as  many  anglers  and  friends  as  can  make  it  convenient 
to  come. — B.  Boxall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — In  our  ro%ing 
match  on  the  6th  inst.  for  lapsed  prizes,  three  were  taken  : 
Messrs.  G.  Lewis,  first,  with  roach  and  daoe  ;  P.  Hester, 
second,  with  roach  and  dace  ;  and  O.  Jones,  third,  with 
roach  and  dace.  There  still  remain  two  prizes  to  be  fished 
for,  which  I  hope  members  will  go  out  for  them  and  take 
them  by  the  end  of  the  season. — 0.  Jones. 

Central  Visiting  List. — The  next  visit  of  clubs 
on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.,  held  at 
the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  on  Monday  next,  14th 
inst.  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  has  undertaken  to  preside. — C, 
Watling. 
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Clapham  Jnnotion    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
A  consolation  match  will  take  place  on  March  13,  at 
Wraysbury  for  four  prizes,  by  members  who  have  not  taken 
a  prize  during  season ;  boundary  from  Old  Bell  Weir  to 
Albert  Bridge;  towpath  only;  jack  and  gudgeon  barred. 
Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.27,  return  by  the 
5  o'clock  from  Windsor.  Messrs.  J.  Thorn  and  Bowater 
were  the  only  successful  membera  in  taking  prizes  at  oar 
last  competition  at  Wraysbury,  Feb.  27.  —  G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W. — On  March  6  we  fished 
an  open  roving  match  for  three  prizes.  Mr.  J.  Pratt, 
jun.,  was  first;  Mr.  Hoskings,  second;  and  Mr.  Small, 
third  ;  iome  nice  perch  were  weighed-in.  We  fish  on 
March  27,  open  roving,  for  a  large  joint,  presented  by  Mr. 
Small. — S.  Violet. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— The 
following  were  the  winners  on  Feb.  27  at  Bourne  End  : 
Messrs.  G.  Percival,  E.  Baiter,  T.  Marsh,  A.  Duncan,  W. 
Hill,  W.  Walker,  T.  Collins,  T.  Bradley,  C.  Walker,  T. 
Twyman,  W.  Dunn,  A.  E.  Newell,  R.  Onree,  A.  Howland, 
W.  Rodber,  and  E.  Morris.  On  March  6  Mr.  E.  Baxter 
saved  us  from  a  blank ;  and  March  7  Mr.  G.  Percival 
weighed-in  81b.  lOoz.,  roach  and  jack. — T.  Twyman. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.  —  Mr.  Ball 
weighed-in  roach,  &c.,  on  6th  inst.  Our  January  match 
at  Datchet  proved  unsuccessful.  It  will  be  fished  off  at 
Walton  on  13th  inst. ;  roving ;  two  rods  ;  bait  can ;  no 
live  bait ;  all  other  usual  conditions  ;  train  from  Waterloo 
8.45  a.m.,  returning  from  Walton  5.57  p.m.  ;  members 
not  returning  by  this  vrill  be  disqualified. — W.  Ash. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — Our  return  visit  will  take  placa 
on  March  14,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  On 
March  13  we  have  an  outing  at  St.  Margaret's  for  three 
prizes;  to  leave  by  the  8  o'clock  train  from  Liverpool- 
street. — Phil. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorials,  King's  Arms,  Long 
Acre,iW.C. — Very  little  doing  during  the  past  week.  Two 
members,  Messrs.  Cohen  and  Solomons,  fishing  private 
waters,  had  three  pike  weighing  141b.,  heaviest  51b. ; 
myself,  on  the  6th,  IT^lb.,  heaviest  51b.  lOoz.— R.  Jacobs. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C. — Our 
match  at  Hailow  was  a  failure.  Mr.  Norris  took  the 
prize  for  February,  and  an  hon.  member  had  some 
good_  jack.  We  ha^e  voted  a  prize  for  the  A.B.  com- 
petition ;  also  a  small  sum  to  the  river  keepers'  dinner. 
Our  A.B.S.  concert  has  been  postponed  until  March  22. 
Mr.  Townsend  has  been  proposed  as  an  hoa.  member. — 
G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  March  6  a  few  members 
ventured  out ;  not  a  great  deal  of  sport.  Messrs.  A. 
Maddams,  H.  Poore,  and  W.  Thompson  had  some  very 
fine  dace  and  jack.  Members  please  note  that  the 
financial  year  is  drawing  to  a  close. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — We  have  a  roving  outing 
on  March  13,  four  valuable  prizes,  gross  ;  all  fish.  Decided 
Wednesday  last  that  we  be  attached  to  the  Clerkenwell 
Visiting  List.  C.V.L.  Brothers  please  note  our  head- 
quarters. Outstanding  subscriptions  for  March  please 
forward  to  secretary. — H.  Brock. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway-road,  N. — Several  members  weighed-in 
fish  on  the  6th  inst.  :  Messrs.  Potts,  Clayton,  and  Menage 
with  best  shows.  On  the  13th  our  last  outing  this  season 
wiU  take  place  at  Windsor  ;  usual  train  from  Paddington. 
Our  first  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  April  7. — 
A.  Clayton. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westboume  Park.  —  On  March  6  our 
last  match  of  the  season  took  place,  when  the  following 
weighed-in;  Mr.  Buck,  roach,  first;  Mr.  Collins,  loich, 
second.  The  rest  of  the  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on 
March  13  ;  roving. — W.  Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-road, 
Tottenham. — Mr.  Barlow,  our  host,  who  has  just  returned 
from  a  trip  to  the  Morocco  coast  and  Maderia,  has  had 
some  good  sport  sea  fishing  round  the  coast,  in  four  days 
taking  over  IJcwt.  of  fish,  mostly  sea  bream.  Jtessrs.  F. 
Reed  and  J.  Dyer  had  several  nice  jack  last  week.  On 
9th  inst.  Mr.  F.  Reed  had  a  good  show  of  perch  (heaviest 
lib.  6oz.),  bjsides  roach  and  dace. — W.  S.  Price. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.— We  had  a  fine  show  of  fish. 
Mr.  C.  Roster,  W.  Hatch,  and  T.  Rosser  weighed-in  some 
very  fine  roach  from  the  Thames ;  T.  Rosser  had  a  nice 
specimen  roach  also. — T.  Rosses. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  The 
sweepstakes  match  on  March  6  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr. 
Stokes,  first ;  Mr.  Bailey,  second.  The  third  prize  was 
not  taken,  and  that  will  be  added  to  the  next  sweep. 
Mr.  Glaister  also  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  on  the  6th ; 
and  on  the  8th  Messrs.  Glaister  and  Bowlet  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace.  Tickets  to  admit  to  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  the  Aquarium  can  now  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  King  at  the  moderate  price  of  4d.  each. — J.  G. 
Lawfobd. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Mr.  Thompsm  brought  in 
some  good  class  roach,  about  1.31b.,  on  March  6;  Mr. 
Darby,  three  jack,  the  largest  71b.  12oz.  The  members  to 
the  number  of  twenty  fished  for  fourteen  prizes  at  Pang- 
bourne  on  March  6.  The  weather  being  sj  bad,  only 
twelve  were  taken. — R.  Muephy. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich,  S.E.— We  held  our  last  smoking 


concert  of  the  season  at  the  above  house  on  Wedne.sday, 
March  2^  About  sixty  members  and  friends  attended,  and 
a  mofct  enjoyable  evenmg  was  .spent.  Owing  to  the  illness 
of  our  president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  the  chair  was 
taken  by  the  chairman  of  the  club,  Mr.  T.  J.  Cliuicli,  of 
Catford.  The  following  gentlemen  attended,  and  gave 
songs,  recitations,  &c. :  MeE.irs.  Frcst,  Lambert,  Harry 
Knight,  Little  Dandy,  WooUard,  Le  Ryt,  Barth,  Phil 
Payne,  F.  Meade,  P.  Patner,  S.  Herbert,  F.  and  E. 
Hopkins,  and  Messrs.  Cr<;ighton  and  Taylor  at  the  piano. 
An  extension  of  time  was  granted,  and  everyone  expressed 
their  pleasure  at  the  successful  catering  for  the  club  by 
Messrs.  Gorton  and  Hopkins,  who  had  charge  of  the 
arrangement.?.  During  the  evening  the  chairman  proposed 
the  health  of  the  president  in  feeling  terms,  and  it  was 
drank  with  musical  honours,  and  a  unanimous  wish  was 
expresssd  by  all  for  his  speedy  recovery. — J.  Dryden. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Members  to  go  where  they 
Uke  ;  all  fish  to  weigh,  according  to  club  rules.  Our 
supper  takes  pkoe  on  April  25.  Distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  a  fortnight  after. — C.  Smith. 

Konnsfield  Otters  Angling  Society,  The  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — Several  members  were  out  on 
the  Gth,  but  only  one  weighed-in,  Mr.  E.  Bennett,  jack, 
one  fish  71b.  4oz.  We  have  postponed  our  meeting  on  the 
16th,  to  allow  members  to  attend  the  Walttamstow 
Brothers  visit. — E.  Mecham. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society.  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — The  members  com- 
peted for  five  special  prizes  on  March  6  at  Ware.  The 
winners  were  ;  Messrs.  H.  Bailey,  first,  perch ;  W.  Bishop, 
second,  perch  ;  S.  Gillett,  third,  perch  ;  W.  Smith,  fourth, 
perch ;  Nioholls,  fifth,  roach.  The  fourth  Bohemian 
concert  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  5.  Chairman, 
Mr.  J.  Jennings  (Bostonians) ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  W. 
Musgrave  (St.  John's). — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
March  6  :  Mr.  Boys,  roach  and  chub  ;  Mr.  Burwash,  dace 
and  gudgeon  ;  Mr.  Wilks,  roach.  On  Tuesday  last  Mr. 
Boys  occupied  the  chair,  when  two  more  prizes  were 
added  to  the  list  for  March  20.  Members  who  intend 
going  to  the  match  must  attend  on  Tuesday  nest  to  clear 
the  books. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  Kmg  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. —  The  members 
competed  for  thies  special  prizes  on  March  6 ;  only  one 
was  taken,  Mr.  G.  Rogers  being  the  winner  with  two  nice 
jack,  which  scaled  121b.  loz.  The  remaining  two  prizes 
wUl  be  fished  for  again  on  March  13 ;  same  conditions, 
v.'z.,  competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barie3).  There  are  also  three 
"  specials  "  to  be  competed  for  on  Wednesdiy,  March  16, 
on  any  part  of  the  Lea  navigation. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N.— On  March  6  the  following 
showed  fish:  Messrs.  Cook,  dace;  Richards,  chub.  On 
March  16  we  take  our  return  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.,  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  On  March  21  a  smoking 
concert  will  take  place  at  the  above  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
H.  Wood,  chairman  of  this  society.  This  being  a 
deserving  case  I  hope  to  have  the  patronage  of  the 
angling  societies. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— We  have  had  a 
week  of  severe  cold,  with  a  little  snow  and  a  hard  frost, 
which  has  put  a  stop  to  angling,  though  some  good  roach 
and  dace  have  been  had  from  the  Dee  fishing  sheltered 
swims  by  those  who  have  braved  the  north-east  winds, 
which  blow  so  piercingly.  This  river  Dee  has  now 
developed  into  a  very  good  fishing  water  for  roach  and 
dace,  but  the  advent  of  close  time  will,  of  course,  put  a  stop 
to  the  sport  for  three  months.  Afterwards  anglers  will  do 
well  to  give  the  river  a  trial,  using  the  finest  gut  or  single 
horsehair,  and  No.  12  or  even  14  hooks,  with  a  nice  red 
worm  for  bait.  Try  the  eddies  where  there  is  about  6ft. 
of  water.  In  our  fish  market  this  week  there  have  been 
some  of  the  finest  pullen  I  have  ever  seen,  and  some 
Norway  salmon,  anything  but  nice  looking. — Rd. 
Woolfall. 

mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N. — General  angling  results  are  still  very 
unsatisfactory.  One  of  our  members,  Mr.  A.  W.  Barnes, 
whilst  chub  fishing  at  "  DobbsWeir  Fishery,"  Hoddesdon, 
landed  a  very  pretty  trout,  weighing  41b.  3oz.  It  was 
quite  clean,  but  rather  poorly  fed,  or  would  have  gone 
quite  5|lb. ;  needless  to  say  it  was  carefully  returned  to 
the  water,  and  by  the  way  it  whisked  off  into  the  stream 
was  evidently  grateful  at  having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a 
sportsman. — A.  E.  Hendon. 

North-Bast  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Gurter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — Result  of 
outing  on  March  6,  winners  in  rotation :  Messrs.  W. 
Moore,  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  Richards,  sen.,  J.  Eaton,  W.  Davis, 
C.  Drawbridge,  G.  Millward.  Outing  March  13,  start  on 
the  morning  only. — A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  March  6  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Hayes,  Black,  Pink,  and  T.  Harris,  winning  the 
three  prizes  for  dace  in  the  order  named,  the  two  latter 


"Thieves!  Police:  Mdrder:'-  are  the  bl;od-ourdling  cries 
which  are  sometimes  heard  m  the  silent  watches  of  the  night 
coming  from  the  bed  of  some  unfortunate  eufferer  from  what  is 
termed  a  disordered  liver,  or  dyspepsia.  Horrible  nightmares 
are  a  common  feature  of  these  complaints,  and  the  lives  of  the 
viclima  become  a  burden  to  them  in  conBequence.  Holloway'a 
Pills  and  Ointment  have  long  been  famous  for  the  cures  they 
have  wrought  in  such  cases,  because  they  act  directly  upon  the 
liver,  The  Ointment  rubbed  on  the  skin  penetrates  immediately 
to  that  organ,  whose  blood  and  nerves  it  rectifies.  One  trial  is  all 
that  is  needed;  a  cure  will  soon  follow.  The  Pills  are  also  the 
best  known  antidotes  for  want  of  appetite,  nausea,  and  flatulency 


tieing  for  the  third  prize.    The  four  roach  prizes  not  won 
to  be  fished  for  on  March  13,  at  Amberley. — H.  Stret*  h. 
Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 

Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — On  the  6th  Mr.  J. 
Merrick  weighed-in  31b.  6|oz.  roach ;  Mr.  S.  Orrow, 
roach,  lib. ;  Mr.  J.  Moreton,  one  jack,  21b.  13oz.  The 
boundary  to  be  fished  on  the  13th  is  from  Ratty 's  Weir  to 
Carthegina  Weir  ;  beck  to  liye  House  ;  jack  only  to 
weigh.  Our  second  Bohemian  Concert,  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.,  will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on  March  14, 
when  we  hope  to  see  some  of  our  old  friends. — E, 
Brockett. 

Phoaniz  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 

road,  N.W.— On  Feb.  27  Mestrs.  C.  Dove  and  Tayler 
weighed-in  jack,  bream,  roach,  and  dace.  On  Jlarch  6, 
Messrs.  Tayler  and  Clark,  half  a  brace  of  jack  each.  In 
the  event  of  the  13th  being  a  genial  sort  of  day,  we  ought 
to  finish  up  with  a  good  show. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials.  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-rcad,  N.W. — On  March  6  the  following 
weighed-in  :  G.  Winsby,  chub  ;  Yule,  dace  ;  Keene,  dace  ; 
Brett,  roach;  and  J.  Winsby,  roach,  dace,  and  bream. 
On  the  7th  inst.  we  held  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  A  B. 
Fund,  aid  it  proved  a  perfect  success.  Most  excellent 
talent  was  provided:  Messrs.  Fred.  Steptoe,  C.  Brett, 
J.  Taylor,  T.  William?,  McMahon,  and  the  mandoline 
soloists,  Messrs.  Cobb,  Jones,  and  Richards,  proved  a 
great  success.  Many  clubs  were  represented.— Geo. 
Keene. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Harconrt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street. — We  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  on 
March  6,  consisting  of  jack,  chub,  and  roach.  1  cannot 
get  the  members  to  attend  on  Monday  evenings,  so  they 
will  have  to  put  up  with  whatever  ia  done  in  their  absence. 
—A.  E.  Payne. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.  —  On  the  6th  inst.  we  fished  a 
competition  at  Marlow,  with  the  folio  win  j;  result :  Messrs. 
W.  Harris,  first  ;  Longland,  second  ;  Holder,  third  ; 
E.  T.  Harris,  fourth  ;  and  Webber,  fifth.  The  four  re- 
maining prizes  will  be  fished  for  by  those  not  taking  a 
prize  on  March  6  outing,  on  March  13.  Our  concert 
advertised  to  take  place  on  the  16th  has  had  to  be  altered 
to  a  later  date.  Full  particulars  will  appear  in  next 
week's  Filling  Gazette. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — On  March  6  Mr.  Warren 
had  a  nice  show  of  perch  and  jack  (largest  jick  6Jlb.), 
March  9  was  quarterly  night.  Those  who  have  not  yet 
cleared  the  books  will  oblige  by  doing  so  a"  once. — F, 

TnORLINC}. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Bhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — On  March  6  Mr.  Morgan  had  a  fine 
show  of  roach,  S3veral  scaling  over  lib.  each  ;  others 
were  out,  but  met  with  very  poor  success. — W.  Wood- 
ford. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W.  —  At  Woking 
the  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  C.  Stevens  with  jick,  51b.  ; 
second,  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  jack,  4|lb  ;  third,  M.  H.  Solt, 
roach  ;  fourth,  Mr.  J.  J.  Smith.  The  remainder  will  be 
fished  for  on  March  13  ;  roving ;  bank  only.  On  March  20 
we  shall  have  several  prizes  to  fish  for  at  St.  Margaret's. 
During  the  past  week  Mr.  Newman  and  A.  Quilter  have 
had  jack  up  to  4Jlb. — E.  Jennings. 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — On  March  6  Mr,  C.  Freak 
weighed-in  roach.  Members  may  fish  where  they  pleas3 
in  the  match  on  March  13.  All  fish  to  weigh  according  to 
club  rules  ;  no  going  away  over-night.  We  have  given  a 
fitted  tackle  case  for  a  prize  in  the  A  B.S.  match. — H. 
Tylee. 

Walthamstow   Brothers'    Angling  Society, 

Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — There  was  a 
gODd  turn  out  of  members  on  JIarch  (>,  and  loud  com- 
plaints in  the  eyening  against  the  clerk  of  the  weather, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Odart,  who  saved  us  from  a 
blank  with  a  nice  jack,  71b.  12oz.  March  6,  outing  at 
Windsor.    March  16,  return  visit. — H.  Wigg. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
Messrs.  W.  Sparrow  and  W.  Wray  had  some  very  nice 
roach  from  the  Thames  on  March  6  (largest,  lib.  2oz.)  I 
was  fortunate  enough  to  get  first  in  the  competition. 
I  hope  every  member  will  go  out  on  March  13,  so  as  to 
make  a  good  show  for  the  last  of  the  season. — W.  Wray. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Roydon  .Arms,  New 
North-road. — Our  match  on  March  6  was  a  success,  when 
the  following  weighed-in  some  nice  takes  :  Mr.  Sullivan, 
first,  with  perch  and  jack;  Mr.  Styman,  second,  roach ; 
Mr.  Chambers,  third,  roach.  Hoping  members  will  attend 
clubhouse  on  important  business. — W.  Harden. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road. — Owing  to  the  terribly  cold  nort-eaat 
winds  none  of  our  members  have  had  any  luck  since  last 
report.  We  shall  muster  up  strongly  at  the  Walthamstow 
Brothers'  visit  on  the  16th  inst. — E.  Haynes. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coaeh 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  March  6  the 
following  weighed-in :  Mr.  Brady,  roach ;  Mr.  L.  Hunt, 
roach;  Mr.  F.  Horner,  parch.  I  hope  our  members 
will  not  forget  the  fishing  competition  at  St.  Margaret's 
on  the  20th. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle. 
Hammersmith. — Our  three  members  fished  off  the  final 
ties  for  Mr.  Afford's  silver  cup  on  March  6,  at  Twicken- 
ham, Mr.  George  Ramsay  being  the  lucky  winner, 
having  71b.  4oz.  of  fish ;  Mr.  E.  Coomes  was  second, 
with  51b.  4oz.  ;  aid  Mr.  J.  Howard,  third,  with  41b.  8oz. 
The  second  day  of  onr  last  match  of  the  season  takes 
place  on  March  13  for  six  prizes,  including  our  president's 
guinea.    It  is  an  open  roving  competition  ;  any  public 
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SPLENDID  SPRING  SALMON 
FISHINS. 
KENMORE  HOTEL, 

Loeli  Tay,  Pertlisliire. 
BOATS  TO  LET. 

Apply  Wm.  KNIGHT. 

SALMON  FISHING 

ON 

For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  Killin  Hotel. 

GRAND  HOTEL, 

ABERDEEN. 

Excellent  SALMON  and  TROUT 
ANQLINQ  ^Spring  and  Autumn) 
on  River  Dee  to  be  LET  in  Rods,  for 
Visitors  staying  at  this  Hotel.— 
Apply  to  CHARLES  MANN,  Owner 
and  Manager. 

FREE   SALMON  FISHING 

ON   LOCH  NESS. 


FOYERS  HOTEL. 

Under  New  Management. 
Re=decorated  and  most  Comfortably  Re= 
furnished  tlirougliout. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
overlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Looh  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Eiver  Foyers.  Locli  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraliue.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
most  moderate. 

Posl  ami  Telegraph  Office  near  Hotel. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor, 

Late  Kenmare,  Loch  Tay,  and  Biniarn. 


FORTiNGALL  HOTEL, 

OIiENIiYON  FEKTHSHZBE. 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station, 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnau  Pier,  Loch  Tay . 

This  new  First-class  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated 
near  the  "  Famous  Passof  Glenlyon,  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmon  Ashing  on  the  Elver 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  15.  Trout  fishing  free.  Posting. 
Foit  and  Telegraph  Office  two  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  MAOPHAIL  Proprietor. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL,— Superb  and  extensive  addl 
tions  since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
8ALM0  /'i;flOJr  Pishing  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  Flahlnff  Grounds.  Magnificent  views  of 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALM  ALLY  HOTEL,  OLENORCHY,  under  the  same 
management.  —  Guests  have  nine  miles  FREE 
,  SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
brated salmon  river  ORCHY.  Parties  wiring  to  ascer- 
tiln  ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  FRASER,  Proprietor. 


STRATH  PEFFER  SPA  HOTEL. 

THE  highest  situated  in  the  Harrogate  of  the 
north;  close  to  the  golf  course,  and  well 
styled  by  an  old  veteran  "one  of  nature's 
courses,"  and  now  extended  to  eighteen  holes, 
nestling  amidst  scenery  and  bracing  mountain 
air  unsurpassed  in  Scotland.  Excellent  Salmon 
Angling  on  the  River  Conon,  and  good  Trout 
Fishing  on  several  lochs,  free  of  charge.  Tennis 
cycling;  recreation  and  ball  rooms;  superior 
stud  of  carriage  and  saddle  horses. — A.  "Wallace, 
Minager.  Telegraphic  address;  "Wallace 
StrathpefTer." 


TOMINFOUL  ^^^u^SiKh?-^ 
RICHMOND  ARMS. 

(In  connection  with  King's  Arms,  Oban.) 

First-class  Family  Hotel  and 
-L-^  Health  Resort;  llGlft.  above  sea  level;  on 
driving  route  between  Braemar,  Balmoral,  and 
Grantown.  FisniXG,  G-OLF,  Posting.  Telegrams 
''Hotel,  Tomintoal."  A.  M'TAVlSH. 


Lochboisdale  Hotel,  Island  of  Sjuth  Uist. 

SPORTSMEN  can  obtain  at  this  famed  Angling 
centre  Free  Fishinp  on  over  seventy  Lochs,  all 
preserved  and  attached  to  this  Hotel.  Spring 
Fishing,  during  which  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  are  got. 
opens  hrst  week  of  March  and  continues  to  end  of 
Apr.l.  In  May  and  June  excellent  Brown  Trout  fishing. 
From  July  to  end  of  October  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
afford  very  good  sport.  Boats  provided  free  on  all 
fresh  wacer  Lochs.  Delightfully  situated.  Eighteen 
hole  Golf  Course  on  western  shore  of  the  Island,  open 
to  Hotel  visitors.  Posting.  Telegraph  Office  close  to 
Hotel.  Dally  Steamer  from  Oban. 

S.  MACKENZIE,  Lessee 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

T^HIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
In  the  heart  of  Rob  Koy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Olan  Gregor  being 
in  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine, 
Loch  Ohon,  and  several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  boats  and  experienced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  Is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and 
Trossachs  and  Looh  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Looh  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  servloo  of  ooachei  uid 
steunera  by  these  routes  during  the  Beasoa.   Post  and  telegraph  ofBce  In  hotel. 

nOITAZiD  FEROITSOV.  Proprietor. 


ROSAPENNA  HOTEL,  CARRIGART  (Co.  DONEGAL), 

THIS  Hotel,  bui'.t  in  1892  by  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrim,  is  situated  on  the  BossguU  Peninsula, 
midway  between  Sheephaven  and  Mulroy  Biy.  Tourists  and  Anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  the  above  Hotel.  It  contains  over  sixty  bedrooms,  spacious  billiard,  drawing,  and 
public  rooms.  Salmon  fishing  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Oweacarrow  and  Lackagh  Bivers,  is 
free  to  Hotel  visitors  from  April  1  to  end  of  July.  Salmon  licences  can  be  had  at  the  Hotel.  Free 
access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate  for  white  and  brown  trout  fishing.  No 
charge  for  boats.  Escellent  sea  bathing.  Golf  links,  eighteen  holes  in  a  circuit  of  3*  miles,  encircle 
the  Hotel.    For  terms  and  further  information  apply  to  the  Manager.  


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

1025ft.  above  sea  level,  and  overlooking  the  Lake ;  bracing  air, 
magnificent  scenery. 

Fipst-pate  TROUT  Fishing. 

600  acres  strictly  reserved  for  Fly  Pishing  only.  Trolling  allowed  over 
other  portion  of  Lake,  550  acres. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  MIXED  SHOOTING  TO  LET. 

Nearest  Station,  Llanfyllin.   Fishing  Season  commences  March  1. 

Applt — 

MISS  DAVIES.  LiKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY 


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

rh9  Mague,  Oomogne,  Morning  Star  and  Luby, 
Lough  Qur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

TWENTY  miles  of  the  best  free  Balmon  and  Trout 
ashing  Id  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  fish — Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  tree.  CaoOM  HOTEL, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and  best  laid  out  In 
the  country,  with  sanitary  arrangements  perfect,  is 
built  on  the  Mague.  and  stands  central  to  all  the  others, 
viz..  Comogue  (half  mile).  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Duby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile),  Lough 
Gur  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the  hotel  at 
special  low  rates.  Boats  Free.  Tariff  very  moderate. 

T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 

SHANNON  Sc  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOB,  IBBLAND. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Trout  Fishing  in  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station:  also  as  to 
acoommodation  and  board  In  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  S.  J.  Hurley,  KUlaloe, 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  In  May,  when  the  big 
;rout  are  about  In  thousands. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 

FREE  SALMON,  OHAB,  THOUT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING. — Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  Jiouse 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charmirig  scenery" 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
GuUin;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
and  trout  fishing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modern  system.  Terms — 
board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £3  10s. 
per  week.  Subscriber  begs  to  announce  that  he 
has  now  secured  the  Eight  of  2000  Acres  of  good 
Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  further  par- 
ticulars apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Hbaly,  The 
Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo, 
Ireland.   


IMPERIAL  &  ROYAL 
HOTELS, 

Patronised  by  His  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Earl  of  Arran, 
H.M.L.,the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 

TOURISTS  and  anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  above  hotels,  and  flrst- 
elass  cuisine.  Splendid  billiard,  smoke,  and 
private  sitting  rooms,  new  bath  rooms,  hot  and 
cold  shower  i  ecently  fitted  up ;  sanitary  arrange- 
ments on  most  modern  system ;  some  of  the  best 
casts  on  the  Moy  within  three  minutes'  walk ; 
only  half  an  hour's  drive  to  the  best  salmon  and 
trout  grounds  on  Lough  Conn ;  cars,  boats, 
attendance,  always  ready  to  order ;  hotel  'buses 
attend  all  trains.  Special  boarding  terms  by  the 
week  if  required.  A  brake  and  pair  leave  the 
hotel  every  morning  for  the  best  fishing  ground 
in  Lough  Conn,  and  return  in  the  evening  in  time 
for  I  able  d'Mte,  free  of  charge. 

The  proprietor  has  secured  the  exclusive 
fishing  rights  on  the  preserved  portion  of 
the  river  Moy  at  Eahins,  situated  within  a 
short  mile  of  the  town,  and  where  some  of  the 
best  salmon  casts  are  known  to  be  on  the  river, 
which  are  specially  reserved  for  visitors  and 
tourists  staying  at  the  above  hotels — all  fish 
killed  being  their  own. 

N.B. — The  proprietor  begs  to  state  that,  in 
addition  to  the  above,  he  has  just  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  Moy  Fishery  Company,  which 
they  have  been  pleased  to  grant,  that  all  anglers 
staying  at  the  above  hotels  shall  have  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  fishing  the  non-tidal  p  irtion  of  their 
waters  free  of  charge.  All  fish  killed  to  be  the 
property  of  the  angler. 

All  communications  shall  have  immediate 
attention.    Telegrams— "Flynn,  Ballina." 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Char 
FISHING  on  four  Loughs— Conn,  Oullen, 
Deirymannin,  and  Lough  Alick.  Board  and 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week; 
and  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£^  53.  each  per  week;  that  includes  boatmen's 
luncheon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  r 
men,— Apply  to  the  Propristor. 


MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

AND 

RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  Lough  Conn. 

P,\.TEONISED  by  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Saxe- Weimar,  Earl  and  Countess  Lucan, 
Nobility  and  Gentry.  The  Proprietor  has  just 
taken  valuable  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  river  Moy, 
close  to  the  Hotel,  for  the  use  of  Anglers  staymg 
there.  Fish  can  be  retained  by  themi  For 
particulars  apply  to   E.  MURTAGH,  Proj>rietor 


BROWN  TROUr  FISHING. 
ROSSES  FISHERY, 

Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 

CAPITAL  Brown  Trout  Fishing  can  be  had  on 
the  numerous  lakes  of  this  Fishery  up  to 
end  of  June,  at  the  usual  terms— £2  monthly, 
3s.  fid.  daily.  Nearest  station  Fintown,  West 
Donegal  Eiilway.  —  For  particulars  apply  to 
Manager. 

S.  HANLON, 

Hanlon's  Hotal,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX. 

Local  Headquarters  of  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Sdoiett. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  now  under  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  class  ac- 
commodation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen 
visiting  Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Commercial 
purposes. 

F.  HOMEWJOD  (Agent  B.S.A.S.), /•/•op;  !c(or. 
Boats  and  man  engaged  oa  receipt  of  wire  or  letter. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHBRS 

Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  In  the  350  acrei  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 


Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner's. 

BOATS.  PUNTS.  &0. 

"  Pike,  perch,  roach,  <feo.,  are  nnmerouB."— 
Angler's  Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  itations 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

FREE  FISHING  to  Hotel  Guests  over  the 
private  water  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 
(recently  re-stocked).— Moderate  Inclusive  tariff 
on  application  to  the  Proprietor. 

Season  commences  March  1. 
Flies  suitable  for  the  district  may  be  obtained 
at  the  Hotel.  ' 


THE! 


MB  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON, 
WEST  SOMERSET. 

HUNTERS,  POSTING. 

Excellent  Free  Fishing 

For  visitors  staying  at  the  above  well- 
known  Hotel  on  rivers  Exe  and  Barle. 
First-class    accommodation.  Charges 
strictly  moderate. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  GWYNNE-VAUGHAN, 
Proprietors. 


Waldsiiut  (Baden.) 

HOTEL  BLUME. 

QOMFOETABLE    house ;    the  guests 
have  permission  to  fish  in  the  Ehine 
for  a  distance  of  24:  kilometres  ;  trout  and 
other  fish  in  abundance. 

A.  PETER,  Proprietor. 


RHODA  HOUSE,  DEAL 

(Immediately  Facing  Sea). 
DEEP   SEA  FISHING. 

LARGE  lofty  rooms;  good  English  cooking; 
moderate  terms.  Special  provision  for 
safe  housing  of  rods,  gear,  clothes,  <fec,  Jtate  of 
tides,  fishing,  and  weather  immediately  answered 
by  wire  or  letter.  Comfort  studied.  References 
0  well-known  anglers. — Tariff  on  application  to 
B.  C.  PRATT,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  Kingsbridge,  Devon. 
THE  SPORTING  HOTEI  OF  THE  WEST. 

GOOD  SHOOTING  for  GAME  and 
EABBITS ;  good  sea  fishing  (in 
Start  Bay)  ;  good  fishing  for  pike,  perch, 
roach, and  rndd  (in  Torcross  Ley) ;  billiards 
and  tennis  ;  terms  moderate  ;  nearest  rail- 
way stations,  Kingsbridge  and  Dartmouth 
(G.W.E..).     W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 

CHUOLEIGH,  DEVON. 

CLIFFORD  ARMS  HOTEL. 

Under  Kew  alanag'ement. 

rriHIS  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  famous 
X  Chudleigh  Rocks  and  River  TeigD.  Good 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing.  TICKETS  FREE 
to  VISITORS.  First-class  accommodation.— 
Moderate  Inclusive  tariff  on  application  to 

H.  HEYWAED,  Proprietor 


THE  PLOUGH  HOTEL, 

Longparish,  near  Whitchurch,  Hants,, 

AFFORDS  excellent  accommodation  to  thoss 
fishing  the  Test.  This  hotel  is  situate  in 
one  of  the  prettiest  parts  of  the  county,  is  now 
under  new  management,  and  has  been  refurnished 
and  redecorated.  Excellent  cuisine.  Trapsmeet 
all  trains         Mrs.  HARDING,  Proprietress, 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Five  miles  private  water  of  the  Earl  of 
Carnarvon,  rivers  Exe  and  Barle,  reserved 
free  to  visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station  ;  quite  in  the  country 
five  hours  from  London. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  OROES,  ANGLESEY. 

BRIGHT  bracing  climate.  Capital  Trout 
Fishing  (labes  and  streams).  Sea  Fishing 
and  splendid  Bathing  Sands.  Grand  Sporting 
Golf  Course  adjoins  Hotel  and  sea  coast.  Plan 
of  links  and  moderate  Inclusive  tariff  on  request. 

Proprietor,  T.  J.  OOTTBGLL. 

{Continued  on  last  page). 
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water.  Weather  permittiog,  we  hope  to  have  a  good 
show,  as  seveial  members  are  going  out. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — Our  match  at  Richmond  resulted 
in  all  the  prizes  being  taken  by  Mr.  Humphrey  (with  roach 
and  dace),  Mr.  C.  Cran?  (dace'),  and  Beidl?  (dac?).  Next 
Wednesday  beinjr  quarter  night,  a  special  meeting  will  be 
held  for  the  usual  business. — L.  H. 

West  Newington  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  S.B. — Our  last  competi- 
tion for  this  Eeafoti  takes  place  on  March  13,  and 
a  "rovei  "  up  the  Medway  is  arranged.  Our  host  (Mr. 
Lainchbury)  gives  half  a  gainea  for  largest  fish  we'ghed 
in,  barrJn?  j'ck.— G.  F.  Montgomery. 

Why  Not  Social  Angling  Association,  Wolver- 
hampton.— The  fourth  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
Tuesday,  March  15,  when  the  president  (Mr,  Councillor  L. 
Johnson)  will  preside,  supported  by  Alderman  Craddock, 
J.P.,  Mr.  Councillor  B.  C.  Pratt,  and  Mr.  Councillor 
F.  H.  Parkyn,  &c.  But  the  most  regretable  part  of  it 
will  be  the  absence  of  an  old  and  esteemed  friend  and 
member  Geo.  H.  Cattell,  who  not  only  took  an  active 
part  in  the  welfare  of  the  association,  but  also  contributed 
to  the  social  part  of  the  programme,  both  instrumental 
and  otherwise.  By  his  decease  the  association  has  sustained 
a  great  loss. — J.  W.  Vam. 

Woolwich  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — Several  members 
were  out  this  week,  and  the  following  wei?hed-in  :  Messrs. 
F.  CressweU,  jack,  41b.  3Joz. ;  perch,  lOJoz.  J.  How- 
crofts,  jack,  171b.  loz.  (largest,  101b.  14oz.) ;  roach, 
31b.  3oz.  (largest,  lib.  9|oz.)— P.  Smith. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  our  weekly  meeting,  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  in  the  chair, 
another  new  member  was  elected.  There  will  be  an  outing 
to  Kelvedon  next  Tuesday,  the  15th  inst.  Any  member 
desiring  to  join  will  please  communicate  at  once  with  the 
hou.  sec.  Tickets  for  the  annual  dinner,  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern,  on  Tuesday,  the 22ad  inst  ,  are  now  ready,  andean 
b»  obtained  from  the  hon.  sec,  SirG. Brown,  C.B.,  will  pre- 
side, and  it  is  hoped  every  member  will  make  a  point  of 
attending,  if  possible,  to  support  him.  A  pleasant  evening 
was  then  spent  in  music.  Messrs.  Reeves,  J.  H.  Walker, 
F.  Grey,  B.  F.  Goodwin,  Stuart  Leaman,  and  the  hon. 
secretary  sang  several  songs  and  helped  to  pass  away  a 
typical  Gresham  evening.  All  communications  to  be 
addressed  to  the  hon.  secretary,  Moorgate  -  Station 
Chambers,  B.C.  Alex.  Wright. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  was  in  the  chair  on  Wednesday 
March  9,  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel.  Mr.  Browning 
related  his  angling  experiences  at  Deal.  Mr.  Simmons 
suggested  that,  if  possible,  Kingsgate  be  added  to  the 
list  of  stations  if  terms  could  be  made  for  boats,  &o. 
Messrs.  Lane,  Edwards,  and  Parker,  spoke  on  the  subject, 
and  pointed  out  the  difficulties.  Mr.  Minchiu  reported 
that  he  was  arranging  new  stations  for  the  society  in  the 
West  of  England.  Mr.  Norman  showed  some  South  Sea 
fish-hooks,  and  Mr.  Browning  stated  that,  as  far  as  he 
could  say  from  personal  experience,  they  were  from  the 
Fiji  Islands.  Dr,  Semple  and  the  hon.  sec.  referred 
to  what  had  passed  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr. 
Lane  asked  what  was  being  done  about  the  establishment  of 
branches,  and  upon  what  lines  it  was  proposed  to  proceed. 
The  chairman  spoke  of  the  importance  of  discussing  the 
subject.  Mr.  Minchin  spoke  on  the  subject  of  the  return 
of  a  portion  of  the  subscription  for  local  expeosas,  and 
stated  that  his  views  were  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  under  the  signature  "  Hamus,"  ard  urged  the 
utility  of  100-mile  limit,  and  recommended  that  such 
should  not  be  established  under  that  distance.  Mr. 
Edwards  spoke  on  the  subject  of  a  Deal  branch,  and 
expressed  an  opinion  that  such  could  be  formed.  Mr. 
Norman  spoke  of  Newhaven  fishing,  and  specially  recom- 
mended that  station  for  conger  fishing,  and  mentioned 
that  he  had  there  taken  red  mullet  on  the  rod.  Mr. 
Minchin  spoke  on  the  subject  of  North  of  Ireland,  and 
mentioned  the  large  influence  of  Messrs.  BraddeU  and 
Sons  ;  and  further  spoke  of  the  excellence  of  sea  fishing 
on  the  west  and  south  coasts.  Mr.  Bennett  gave  an 
account  of  a  most  exciting  adventure  with  a  conger  eel. 
Members  are  reminded  that  the  annual  general  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  March  23,  at  7.30  p.m. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec.  pro  tew. 


SOUTHAMPTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  members  of  this  flourishing  society  recently  held 
their  first  annual  dinner,  when  there  was  a  goodly  attend- 
ance. The  society,  although  only  of  recent  formation, 
possesses  a  strong  membership,  and  seems  likely  to  advance 
the  knowledge  of  the  art,  which  has  been  so  highly  extolled. 
At  the  dinner  the  place  of  honour  was  occcupied  by  Mr. 
P.  Heuland,  who  was  supported  by  Messrs.  J.  Colson 
(vice-chair),  &o.  The  repast  was  well  served.  After  the 
customary  loyal  toast,  the  chairman  submitted  the  toast 
of  "The  Southampton  Piscatorial  Society,"  and  said, 
although  his  connection  with  the  organisation  had  been 
very  brief,  he  wished  every  success  to  the  club  and  its 
members,  and  trusted  that  whenever  the  latter  went  out 
fishing  they  would  meet  with  good  sport.  In  reply,  Mr. 
Colsin  spoke  of  the  rapid  way  in  which  the  club  had 
attained  popularity,  and  said  they  had  had  certain  con- 
cessions made  to  them  by  the  owners  of  fishiog  grounds. 
He  trusted  that  the  members  would  appreciate  those 
concessions  and  abide  by  the  rules  laid  down.  Mr. 
C.  Skynner,  in  proposing  "  The  President  and  Vice- 
President?,"  said  the  gentlemen  who  had  made  them  con- 
cessions were  Mr.  Willis  Fleming  and  Mr.  TankerviUe 


Chamberlayne,  the  former  of  whom  was  their  president, 
and  the  latter  a  vice-president.  Mr.  Fleming  had  very 
kindly  allowed  their  members  to  fish  in  North  Stoneham 
pond,  which  was  well  stocked  with  coarse  fish,  and  Mr. 
Chamberlayne  had  given  them  a  similar  permission  for 
fishing  at  Sholing.  Another  of  their  vice-presidents  was 
their  chairman,  and  he  did  not  think  they  could  have  had 
one  more  suitable  to  preside.  The  Chairman,  in  response, 
said  he  was  sure  their  patrons  would  do  their  utmosj  to 
promote  any  useful  society  in  Southampton.  Other  toasts 
followed,  and  a  most  successful  evening  closed  with  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  their  hon.  sec,  Mr.  D.  K.  Bridger. 


YARE    AND    BURE  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Tare  and  Bure  Preservation 
Society  was  held  on  Monday  evening  at  the  Bell  Hotel, 
Norwich,  Mr.  F.  Oddin  Taylor  presiding,  in  the  un- 
avoidable absence  of  the  president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hackblock. 
The  annual  report  said  thit  during  the  past  year  there 
had  been  1  ttle  poaching  in  the  waters  under  the  society's 
jurisdiction.  The  pxst  summer  was  a  very  successful  one 
for  angling,  some  excellent  catches  of  bream  and  roach 
having  been  secured  on  the  Tare  and  Bure.  The 
pike  season  commenced  badly,  but  during  February 
some  grand  fish— one  of  331b. — was  taken  on  broads 
connected  with  the  Bure.  The  annual  dinner  under  the 
presides  cy  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Hackblock  was  most  successful, 
and  this  year  yielded  a  profit  to  the  society. 
The  finances  of  the  society  continue  in  a  satisfactory  con- 
dition. The  committee  wish  to  thank  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company  for  their  liberality  in  presenting  the 
society  with  ^25  lis.,  the  amount  of  the  sixpenny  fees, 
paid  by  anglers  for  stamping  their  tickets,  which  entitle 
the  holders  to  the  travelling  facilities  at  reduced  rates 
granted  by  the  railway  cjmpany.  Mr.  Greei  was  re- 
elected secretary,  and  Mr.  Rudd  co-secretary,  and  the 
committee  were  also  elected.  On  the  question  of  re- 
appointing river  watchers,  Mr.  Hothlack  called  attention 
to  the  indiscriminate  liggering  on  Rochland  Broad  just  as 
the  pik^  were  spawning,  and  that  the  worst  offenders  were 
two  me  a,  not  copy  holders,  who  lived  by  the  Broad. 
After  discussion,  it  was  resolved  to  instruct  the  committee 
to  consider  what  steps  can  be  taken  to  stop  indiscriminate 
liggerirg  on  Rockland  Broad. 


PERIOD,  kc. 
On  many  occasions  I  have  seen  young  anglers  and 
others,  who  ought  to  have  inown  tetter,  angling  for 
ceitain  fish  (chiefly  in  rivers)  where  there  was  no  chance 
of  catching  one.  From  inquiry  and  observation,  the  novice 
should  be  quite  sure  what  fish  affect  certain  swims  at 
certain  periods  of  the  year,  and  know  the  right  depth  to 
fish,  so  that  he  may  have  a  chance  to  catch  them.  He 
must  not  only  find  his  fish,  but  find  them  where,  either 
by  hook  or  crook  they  can  be  successfully  operated  upon. 
First  find  your  fish,  not  only  at  certain  periods  of  the  year 
when  rivers  are  at  their  normal  summer  level,  but  in 
freshets,  wet,  dry,  and  hot  seasons.  Temperature  has  such 
a  wonderful  influence  on  most  fish,  that  from  early  summer 
until  they  retire  into  their  winter  quarters  they  frequent 
vaiious  .swims.    Fish  that  go  about  in  large  shoals,  such  as 
bream,  often  shift  from  place  to  place  on  account  of  food. 
They  are  here    to-day  and  gone  to-morrow.     Chub  will 
sometimes  bite  on  very  boisterous  days  and  on  the  very 
calmest ;  on  very  cold  and  very  hot ;  in  short,  in  all 
weathers.    Not  so  barbel.    In  October  I  have  taken  dace 
in  eddies  10ft.  and  12ft.  in  depth,  w'cere  there  would  not 
be  one  caught  in  August.    Even  in  ponds  fish  often  prefer, 
and  seem  to  congregate  at,  one  spot  in  preference  to 
others.    Why,  I  could  never  understand.    I  have  often 
seen  young  anglers  fishing  in  deep,  still,  sluggish  pools, 
with  a  muddy,  oozy  bottom,  for  dace,  roach,  &c.,  and 
pulling  out  eels.    One  might  just  as  well  expect  to  catch 
barbel  in  still,  dead  and  pondy  pope  swims.    Well,  I, 
for  one,  never  did. 

Exceptions.— There  is  no  rule  without  an  exception, 
but  unfortunately  some  anglers  make  an  exception  the 
rule,  and  because  a  few  barbel  were  taken  in  the  Thames 
in  January  and  February  last,  make  a  point  to  biit  and 
angle  for  them.  One  hears  enough  of  their  successes,  but 
what  about  their  failures  ?  An  angler  might  citch  tench 
in  the  Thames  at  a  period  when  fishing  in  ponds  for  them 
would  be  useless'.  I  do  not  say  that  otie  cannot  catch 
tench  in  ponds  in  the  winter,  but  even  suppose  one  was 
lucky  enough  to  cast  one's  bait  just  over  the  nose  of  a 
tench  when  on  a  level  or  just  under  the  mud,  the  tench 
might,  and  probably  would,  be  aslesp  ;  how  then  ?  A 
friend  of  mine  ones  caught  some  splendid  dace  with 
maggots  obtained  from  onions.  He  noticed  that  tlxe 
onions  had  been  killed  by  maggots,  many  of  them  beiuj 
rootless.  The  dice  took  these  gentles  with  avidity,  but  I 
should  not,  therefore,  recommend  them  on  that  account. 
The  probability  is  that  they  would  have  taken  any  other 
gentles,  but  he  had  no  others.  I  have  au  idea  that 
curiosity  has  more  to  do  with  fish  taking  new  baits  than 
many  anglers  imagine,  and  it  is  for  them  to  discover  new 
baits  to  which  the  fish  are  most  partial,  and  tell  it  only  to 
their  dearest  friends.  Old  Axglef, 


Mr.  Bri'ce  Hy.  Colson  writes:  "Whilst  fishing  on 
the  8th,  between  Datchet  and  Eton  School,  with  '  Otter  ' 
Hone,  I  caught  three  chub  in  three  consecutive  swims. 
Weights:  First,  31b.  OJoz.  ;  second,  31b.  lloz. ;  third, 
21b.  lOoz.  ;  total  weight,  9ib.  ojoz.,  with  other  smaller 
ones.  I  have  sent  the  large  ones  to  be  set  up  by  Messrs. 
Cooper,  of  Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's. 


i^otw  from  tf)e  i&ort^. 

The  Spey  cise  occupied  two  days  again  last  week  of  the 
time  of  Lord  Kyllachy  in  the  Court  of  Session,  this 
making  six  days  in  all  in  which  proof  has  been  led  both  by 
pursuers  and  defenders.   


The  expert  evidence  of  Dr.  Hunter  Stewart  (Edinburgh) 
and  Dr.  Alexr.  Brown,  B.So.  (Aberdeen),  along  with 
that  of  Dr.  Clark  (public  analyst  for  the  city  of  Glasgow) 
was  called  in  opposition  to  what  Dr.  McAdam  had  said 
for  the  pursuers.   

_  Lord  Kyllachy's  concluding  words  on  Wednesday  are 
significant  to  those  who  are  speculating  upon  the  decision 
in  the  case  :  "It  would  be  a  question  to  consider  whether 
a  defender  who  showed  the  spirit  that  defender  had  shown 
in  this  case  should  not  be  allowed  every  facility  to  try 
remedial  measures." 


A  slight  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  weath3r, 
which,  however,  is  still  too  cold  and  stormy  for  the  best  of 
sport._  Anglers  are  seeing  the  fish,  but  they  refuse  every 
conceivable  lure,  and  only  at  the  tail  end  of  the  day  is  an 
occasional  fish  being  got  on  the  lower  waters  of  the  Dee. 


Very  large  flies  have  been  the  order  of  the  day  ever 
since  the  season  opened.  The  orders  were  for  2|in.  irons 
during  the  first  week,  but  since  then  3in.  and  3^in.  have 
been  the  constant  request,  even  on  the  thin  waters  of  the 
Ballater  and  Braemar. 


Colonel  Moreland  has  the  upper  Invercauld  Dee  eection 
for  the  season,  and  in  all  likelihood  wiU  make  a  record 
score  before  the  advent  of  May. 


"  A  poacher  victimised  "  was  the  heading  given  to  the 
details  of  a  salmon  poaching  case  of  the  ordinary  calibre, 
which  cam?  up  in  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  last  week, 
the_  only  exception  being  the  plea  put  forward  by  "Mr." 
Ogilvie,  who  was  accused  of  taking  a  fish  from  the  Masse 
pool  at  Banchory-Deverick,  and  who  stated  that  he  was 
the  victim  of  spite  on  the  part  of  the  two  water  bailiffs 
who  had  borne  witness  against  him,  that  they  had  taken 
the  fish  themselves,  and  now  "fathered  it  upon  him." 
But  the  sheriff  did  not  see  it  in  that  light,  and  mulcted 
John  in  the  sum  of  £4  lis.,  including  expenses,  as  he  had 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  court  on  no  less  than  fifteen 
previous  occasions  in  a  similar  capacity  as  defender  in 
questions  in  which  salmon  were  concerned,  all  ranging  as 
far  back  as  the  year  1883,  an  average  of  once  a  year. 


Two  keen,  keen  anglers  were  out  on  the  Ythan  on  Feb.  25, 
the  opening  day,  and  had  the  temerity  to  fish  the  Methlio 
water  (without  leave,  we  presume)  and  capture  two  fonl 
fish.  They  might  have  disputed  their  iright  to  fish,  but 
they  fairly  gave  themselves  away  when  they  bagged  the 
kelts,  and  had  to  pay  £2  13s.  2d.  and  £2  6.s .  8d.  respectively 
for  their  day's  sport.   

Pinnock  and  sea,  trout  are  quite  plentiful  on  the  Ellon 
Castle  waters.  Last  week  Mr.  George  Murray,  Aberdeen, 
had  a  basket  of  thirty,  Mr.  Ferguson,  fifteen,  and  Mr. 
Garden  three ;  aU  fine,  clean  fish.  Mr.  Garden  had  to 
face  a  storm  his  day  out,  and  hence  his  poor  success. 
Tliese  beats  are  not  tj  be  netted  this  season,  and  are  open 
to  all  at  23.  6d.  per  rod  per  day.  There  U  also  fair 
chances  of  an  occasional  salmon. 


Every  season  considerable  grumbling  is  heard  from  the 
middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee  as  to  the  "whole- 
sale" use  of  all  known  baits  and  spinning  lures  in 
preference  to  the  orthodox  fly.  Of  couis)  these  emanate 
from  those  who  stick  to  the  fly  alone,  and  who  despise  the 
spinning  lure  as  unsportsman-like.  If  it  is  any  consolation 
to  the  fly  fisher  to  know  it,  by  far  the  best  sport  is  being 
got  to  the  fly.  In  fact  the  fly  has  accounted  for  over 
seventy -five  per  cent,  of  the  fish  taken.  Nothing  else  is 
allowed  on  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater  waters  till  the 
middle  of  May.  ^  - 

The  Fraserburgh  Trawling  Company  is  forging  ahead.  It- 
is  the  intention  cf  the  directorate  to  interest  the  village 
people  in  the  concein,  and  get  them  to  invest  their 
savings.  50,000  shares  at  £1  are  to  be  issued  at  once,  and 
to  be  fully  paid  up  by  Sept.  1.  Lord  Provost  Mearns, 
Aberdeen,  is  taking  an  active  part  in  the  floating  of  the 
company.  His  lordship  knows  how  to  buy  up  the  lion  of 
opposition  in  his  very  den,  and  is  doing  it. 

Loch  Tay  continues  to  yield  fairly  good  sport,  several 
fish  being  got  daily  at  the  various  centres,  scaling  151b., 
161b.,  and  181b.  Away  up  in  Sutherland,  too.  Sir  Hetbsrt 
Maxwell  and  some  others  have  had  some  bright  gleams  c£ 
sport  on  the  Thurso  almost  every  day  out. 


The  Don  is  again  the  theme  with  anglers.  Not  a 
single  fish  has  been  caught  by  the  rod  this  season  as  yet, 
as  far  as  reported,  and  the  supplies  got  by  the  nets  aie 
getting  beautifully  less  and  less.  Those  who  know  (he 
river  well  give  it  five  years  or  so,  when  it  may  fairly  bo 
struck  off  the  list  of  salmon  livers.  Yet  not  many  years 
back  the  Giandholm  beat  alone  annually  yielded  from  four 
to  six  hundred  fish  in  a  season,  chiefly  back-end  fishing, 
however,   


As  a  fronting  stream  it  is  still  both  an  early  and  good 
one  for  yellow  trout,  but  both  sea  trout  and  finnock  Lave 
long  ago  deserted  its  polluted  waters,  which  now  stretch 
for  a  score  of  miles  inland. 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  12,  1898 


In  order  to  publish  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  time 
for  the  trade,  it  has  become  absolutely  necessary 
to  go  to  press  early  on  Friday  morning.  In 
future  copy  must  arrive,  addressed  "  Editor,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E  C.,"  not  later 
than  six  o'clock  on  Thursday  evening. 

 >♦»♦<  

Mr.  Charles  Husset  will  read  a  paper  before  tbe 
members  and  friends  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday 
evening  next,  March  14,  entitled  "  Some  Minor  Fishing 
Industries." 

 >  »»♦ <  

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  will 
be  held  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Mason's  Avenue,  Basing- 
hall-street,  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  22.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  by  Sir  G,  Brown,  C.B. 

The  announcement  made  last  week  that  the  Koyal 
Aquarium  authorities  had  agreed  to  supply  club  secretaries 
with  tickets  of  admission  at  -ts.  per  dozen  during  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition  has  led  to  the  query.  "  Are  they 
eligible  for  other  than  club  anglers  ?  "  Mr.  Ritchie  says  : 
"  They  may  be  presented  by  wives  and  daughters  and 
friends— so  long  as  they  are  purchased  at  the  instigation 
of  any  club  secretary  of  either  association  :"  but  of  course 
they  must  be  restricted  to  that."  The  "  Fisheries  "  will 
remain  open  until  April  5, 

 >»»♦■(  

In  answer  to  many  queries  the  words  "  from  March  15 
to  June  15,  both  inclusive,"  simply  means  that  Monday 
next,  March  14,  will  be  the  last  day  for  fishing  the  Thames 
and  many  other  rivers  for  coarse  fish.  On  June  10  the 
same  rivers  will  be  open  again.  The  Lea  is  open  until  the 
end  of  March  for  certain  fish,  and  hence  the  competition 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  to  take  place  at  St.  Margaret's  on 
March  20  next,  will  be  in  perfect  order. 

 >♦*♦<  

The  March  number  of  the  "  Thames  Angling  News  "  is 
to  hand,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Eolt's  article,  entitled  "  Fishing- 
Odds  and  Ends,"  is  very  interesting  and  amusing.  The 
Club  Gossip  and  Thames  Tit-bits  by  the  Editor  go  to 
make  up  a  smart  number  of  the  popular  little  T.A.N. 


The  following  letter  appeared  ia  the  Sportsman  of 
March  7:  "Sir, — In  answer  to  Spong's  challenge,  I  will 
not  fish  for  one  fish  alone,  but  will  fish  from  £5  to  £100  ; 
all  fish  to  count ;  the  best  two  out  of  three  matches  ;  the 
Sportsmen  to  be  stakeholder  and  referee,  and  send  us 
where  they  choose  on  the  Thames,  neither  man  to  know 
where  he  is  to  fish  till  the  night  before  each  match.  I 
inclose  £5  to  bind  the  match,  the  match  to  be  fished  as 
early  as  possible  the  beginning  of  the  season.  If  these 
terms  will  not  suit  I  cannot  agree  to  any  other,  as  I 
consider  them  fair. — Yours,  &c.,  John  Keene." 


Mr.  G.  F.  Keys,  the  well-known  Thames  angler,  and 
landlord  of  the  Ship,  Hart-street,  Mark-lane,  City,  is  to 
be  congratulated.  With  a  strong  leaning  towards  art  he 
Iras  found  time,  in  the  short  leisure  a  large  business  allows, 
to  become  a  most  successful  water  colour  painter.  This 
year  the  Exhibition  of  Royal  Institute  of  Painters  in 
Water  Colours  contains  two  beautiful  pictures  from  his 
brush,  "  On  Dartmoor,"  and  "  A  Storm  in  the  Cuckmere 
Valley."  Between  the  prosaic  business  of  a  "witler" 
and  the  painting  of  beautiful  landscapes,  there  is  surely  a 
great  gulf  fixed,  but  Mr.  Keys  has  succeeded  in  bridgingit 
over,  and  reconciling  two  professions  so  widely  at  variance. 


Me.  "J.  J.,"  writing  from  Bradford,  says  that  the 
story  of  the  "  Hare  and  Cobbler's  Wax  "  so  stic'ks  to  him 
that  he  is  constrained  to  send  one  or  two  of  his  own 
reminiscences — and  these  are  (he  says)  unimpeachable. 
All  right,  "  J.  J."  ;  hare  goes  : 


"Almost  at  the  lower  boundary  of  an  extensive  stretch 
of  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  in  one  of  our  northern 
streams,  I  once  saw  an  angler  standing  at  the  base  of  a 
somewhat  steep  bank  spinning  a  spoon  bait  for  salmon, 
and  whilst  making  a  backward  cast  hooked  a  hare,  which 
instantly  made  off  up  the  steep  well  wooded  bank  at  an 
alniost  incredible  rate,  emitting  most  piercing  screams  the 
while.  A  few  seconds  saw  the  end  of  the  struggle,  the 
hare  breaking  away  with  the  spoon  and  trace,  and,  if  I 
recollect  aright,  a  gcod  portion  of  line.  The  fisherman's 
only  remark  was,  '  I  thought  I  had  hooked  the  devil 
himself.'  Higher  up  the  ii?er  I  once  saw  a  would-be 
angler  firmly  hooked  through  the  cartilage  of  his  nose  by 
a  salmon  fly.  He  had  been  repeatedly  warned  by  the 
fisherman  to  stand  clear  of  the  backward  cast ;  but  just  as 
repeatedly  resumed  his  old  point  of  danger  until  the 
accident.  When  released  he  speedily  disappeared,  and 
never  again,  to  my  knowledge,  showed  himself  on  the 
salmon  pools. 


"  For  the  greater  part  of  one  season  one  of  the  best  of 
the  pools  was  guarded  by  a  most  vicious  bull.  Many  and 
anxious  were  the  inquiries  made  of  a  morning  by  anglers  as 
to  the  whereabouts  of  '  that  brute.'  Late  one  October 
afternoon  some  of  us  youngsters  found  him  posted  under 
a  somewhat  stubby  sloethoru,  in  which  he  had  'treed'  a 
most  irascible  little  man_,  whose  remarks,  on  being 
liberated,  were,  as  may  be  imagined,  much  more  forcible 
than  polite.  The  old  river  watcher,  who  had  helped  to 
free  the  little  gentleman  from  his  somewhat  painful 


position,  listened  quietly  to  this  outburst  of  feeling,  then, 
turning  to  us,  gravely  remarked  in  a  pjrfectly  inimitable 
manner  :  '  Ye  kniw  he's  been  toth'  Univarsity  an'  studied 
th'  art  o'  elocution  ! ' 

"  On  another  occasion  I  came  across  an  old  friend  seated 
up  to  his  waitt  ia  the"  river,  and  watched  him  calmly  play, 
net,  and  basket  a  very  fine  trout,  then  scramble  to  the 
bank,  lie  down  on  his  back,  and  raise  his  heels  high  in  the  air 
in  order  that  his  long  rubber  thigh  boots  might  be  cleared 
of  the  water  which  had  filled  them  when  he  took  his  seat 
so  hurriedly.  What  a  picture  he  would  have  made  for  a 
snap-shot  artist ! 

 >  <  

'■  One  of  my  old  friends  used  to  announce  the  fact  that 
he  had  hooked  a  fish  by  uttering  most  blood-curdling 
Indian  whoops.  I  once  was  attracted  by  his  yells,  and 
found  him  struggling  with  a  fine  fish  wlijh  had  snapped 
his  red  just  below  the  top  splice,  yet  in  spite  of  this  he 
coolly  played  and  finally  landed  a  nice  161b.  fiah.  On  the 
following  day  I  accompanied  him  to  another  pool,  where 
he  hooked,  whilst  spinning  a  minnow,  what  eventually 
turned  out  to  be  an  eel  of  3Jlb.  I  shall  never  forget  the 
bite  that  brute  gave  me  when  I  attempted  to  take  the 
hooks  out  of  its  mouth  ;  we  had  to  cut  its  head  off  before 
my  thumb  could  be  released  with  ease.  At  the  tail  of  the 
same  pool  I  netted  a  small  pike  of  about  4lb.  for  him  ; 
another  of  about  the  same  size,  after  making  a  capital 
dash  down  stream,  went  off  with  the  minnow  and  one  of 
the  triangles.  Some  of  the  backwaters  hold  fair-sized  fish, 
and  I  rather  fancy  that  if  some  enthusiastic  pike  fisher  had 
permission  to  fish  them  he  would  obtain  good  spoit,  and 
rid  the  stream  of  a  few  of  those  '  freshwater  sharks.'  I 
once  saw  the  keepers  catch  a  101b.  one  in  the  falmon  nets. 
On  being  struck  on  the  head  it  disgorged  a  trout  weighing 
close  upon  21b.,  with  scarcely  a  scratch  upon  it." 


OUR  F.  O.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  11  (New  Series). 


MR.  JOHN  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  John  Johnson,  often  spoken  of  as  one  of  nature's 
nobleman,  is  close  on  seventy,  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of 
every  faculty  unimpaired,  and  has  the  elastic  step  of  a 
much  younger  man.  Like  many  old  anglers  he  cannot 
remember  his  first  attack  of  fishing  fever,  but  has 
pleasant  memories  of  his  petticoat  days  and  the  Girton 
Canal,  at  that  time  a  popular  resort,  and  near  to  which, 
at  the  Parsonage  House,  he  was  born.  Further  memories 
are  those  of  the  Irwell  at  Agecroft.  Not  many 
Manchester  anglers  can  remember  this  happy  condition  of 
the  "  Inky  Irwell."  His  favourite  resort  is  St.  Michael's, 
on  Wyre,  but  the  Eden,  Tweed,  and  Lincolnshire 
waters  have  all  received  great  attention.  If  any 
particular  kind  of  fishing  has  received  extra  attention, 
then  it  is  "  piking."  Oflice  has  never  been  much  in  his 
line  ;  but  he  was  chairman  af  the  Manchester  Centre  of 
the  N.A.A.,  is  a  founder  still  of  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery,  and  treasurer  for  the  Buckland  A.S.,  from  its 
birth  in  1875,  and  still  in  office.  He  never  refused  to  help 
on  any  scheme  for  promotiog  angling;  is  to-day  heartily 
welcome  in  any  meeting  of  anglers,  and  in  a  social  gather- 
ing his  racy  anecdotes  and  reminiscences  are  a  most  enjoy- 
able item.    Vive  John  Johnson  ! 



Walter  McBride,  fisherman  and  boat  proprietor,  of 
the  Cottage  Hotel,  Teddington,  sends  a  long  account  of 
his  season's  barbel.  The  list  is  certainly  a  formidable  one, 
and  if  space  permitted  they  should  be  given  in  detail. 
Only  on  Monday  last,  out  with  a  patron,  he  captured  five 
barbel,  largest  7lb.  He  recommends  lampern  for  cold, 
rough  days,  in  preference  to  lobs.  He  also  complains 
bitterly  of  the  havoc  the  swans  commit  among  the  dace 
spawn  on  the  apron  of  the  weir.  "  He  says  :  "  Stones  are 
no  good  ;  they  seem  to  like  being  pelted,  as  they  return 
almost  immediately  you  have  gone  !  " 


The  twelfth  number  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
A.A.  ''Club  Chronicle"  is  to  hand.  It  is  full  of 
interesting  morceau.v ;    of  course,  more  especially  to 


Hastings  anglers.  The  report  for  the  year  1897-98  shows 
the  society  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  They  have 
only  recently  received  still  further  concessions  from  the 
L.B.  &  S.O.R.,  and,  in  fact,  bid  (fair,  under  the  excellent 
management  of  their  two  secretaries  (Messrs.  Doweett 
and  Scott),  to  become  "  a  power  in  the  land." 


The  reports  of  the  flat  fish  at  Southend  and  Leigh  are 
most  cheering,  large  numbers  having  been  taken  during 
the  past  ten  days.  Host  H.  J.  Tibbatts  tells  me  that  Mr. 
Welsh  caught  four  score  good  fish  in  one  day  off  the  Pier 
extension,  and  several  other  anglers  also  did  very  well. 
Although  very  cold,  the  weather  in  this  favoured  spot  is 
just  now  superb.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  rougher 
weather  may  be  expected,  as  sea  birds  in  large  flocks  are 
coming  inshore. 


Mr.  ToVEY  is  a  wag,  and  hails  from  Reading.  He  had 
been  dining  with  the  Mapledam  Piscatorials,  and  after 
the  songs  and  toasts,  "  experiences  ' '  were  related.  This  is 
one,  by  a  "  London  "  angler  !  "  Many  years  ago  I  was 
fishing  just  above  Mapledam  Lock,  and,  while  taking  some 
tackle  out  of  my  pocket,  unfortunately  jerked  a  sovereign 
into  the  water.  However,  I  went  home,  and  thought  no 
more  about  the  matter.  On  the  following  day  I  tried  my 
luck  below  the  lock,  and  hooked  an  enormous  pike.  I 
took  the  fish  back  to  my  hotel,  and,  out  of  curiosity,  cut  it 

open.    Inside,  to  my  astonishment,  I  found   '  Look 

'ere  mister,'  interrupted  a  veteran  angler,  '  if  you  means 
telling  us  you  found  yer  suvverin',  I  warns  you  not  to  try 
it  on  'ere.'  Not  my  intention,  I'm  sure,  replied  the 
visitor,  what  I  did  find  was  193.  6d.  in  silver,  3d.  in 
coppers,  and  a  lock  ticket,  issued  at  Mapledam  on  the 
previous  day.  The  fish  must  have  swallowed  the  coin 
when  I  dropped  it,  and,  feeling  a  desire  to  return  it  to  its 
proper  owner,  came  through  the  lock  with  that  intention, 
paying  for  and  obtaining  his  lock  pass  in  the  most  approved 
manner." 

From  a  recent  issue  of  the  Scarborough  Gazette  it 
appears  that  a  rumour  that  a  reservoir  would  probably 
burst  its  bounds  has  caused  some  unpleasant  excitement 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  that  sprightly,  healthy,  and 
beautiful  seaside  town.  According  to  our  contemporary, 
the  story  ran  that  if  the  top  reservoir  on  Oliver's  Mount 
had  burst,  the  water  would  have  come  tearing  down  the 
hill,  and  half  the  cliff  might  have  been  swept  away,  with 
an  appalling  loss  of  life  and  property  as  the  result. 
LuckUy  this  threatened  overdose  of  water  seems  to  have 
had  no  other  foundation  than  imagination  and  ignorance, 
possibly  combined  with  something  exciseable  and  strong 
out  of  a  bottle,  not  wholly  unknown  even  in  Fleet-street. 
In  the  article  which  sets  its  readers'  fears  at  rest,  the 
Scarhorough  Oazettc  states:  "There  are  few  towns  in 
England  so  splendidly  placed  for  water  as  we  are.  The 
supply  is  practically  inexhaustible.  We  have  no  deep 
natural  reservoirs — our  reservoir  is  beneath  the  ground. 
The  overflow  at  Brompton,  which  forms  quite  a  respect- 
able stream,  and  the  constant  overflow  into  the  sea  at 
Cayton  Bay  are  from  the  one  source.  There  is  practically 
an  underground  lake  in  a  fault  which  extends  for  many 
miles  across  country.  There  is  very  good  proof  that  such 
a  lake  exists.  On  the  cliff  at  Cayton  there  is  a  small 
pond,  which  at  times  is  very  full  of  gudgeon ;  at  other 
times  not  a  fish  is  to  be  found.  They  have  all  the  cha- 
racteristics of  fish  which  live  part  of  their  lives  in  absolute 
darkness,  for  the  great  majority  of  them  are  partially  or 
totally  blind."  The  waters  in  the  Mammoth  Caves  of 
Kentucky  contain  fish  which  are  also  blind. 


I  AM  indebted  (says  "  Halcyon,"  in  the  Weekly  Supple- 
ment to  the  Leeds  Mercury)  to  Mr.  H.  Whitehead,  of 
Cork,  for  a  paper  read  before  the  members  of  the  Cork 
Literary  and  Scientific  Society  on  "  Whims,"  in  which  a 
portion  relative  to  angling  runs  thus  :  "  Curiously  enough, 
many  acts  that  are  sensible  and  reasonable  are  regarded 
as  whims  because  they  are  misunderstood,  or  not  in  accord 
with  things  that  are  general ;  they  seem  to  fulfil  one 
purpose  satisfactorily,  viz.,  that  of  extracting  humour  from 
the  common-place  man.  The  amateur  angler,  for  instance, 
is  the  subject  of  bantering  criticism — criticism  infused  with 
a  little  pity  for  what  the  common-place  man  considers 
mental  incapacity.  Should  the  angler's  criticism  of  his 
critic  be  taken,  the  contempt  would  be  fairly  mutual.  In 
the  parlance  of  whist,  '  honours  are  easy.'  '  Curious  whim 
that  man  has,'  cries  the  one,  '  exposing  himself  to  cold  and 
suffering  discomfort  on  the  bank  a  day  like  this.'  '  Fool,' 
cries  the  angler, '  with  their  artificial  pleasures.'  .  .  . 
The  angler,  nevertheless,  comes  into  direct  contact  with 
Nature  ;  even  though  he  may  not  be  observant,  he  cannot 
but  enjoy  the  glories  of  sunshine,  the  changes  of  colour, 
the  fragrance  of  wild  flowers,  the  voice  of  running  waters, 
and  the  music  of  birds  and  bees  and  insects.  .  .  .  The 
angler  is  a  much  maligned  individual ;  he  is  looked  upon 
as  having  a  whim,  because  his  enjoyment  of  life  is  of  a 
solitary  kind.  He  wishes  for  no  other  companion  than  his 
rod;  convention  expects  him  to  select  a  partner,  hence 
the  digression."  There  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  (says 
"Halcyon")  in  the  above  remarks.  People  who  know 
nothing  whatever  about  angling  are  wont  to  say  that  they 
cannot  see  anything  in  the  sport,  but  as  their  ideas  are 
based  upon  sitting  on  the  margin  of  a  reedy  pond,  and 
watching  the  bobbing  of  a  painted  cork  float,  of  course,  it 
does  not  count  for  much.  Then,  again,  as  the  writer  says, 
fishing  does  not  altogether  consist  in  catching  fish.  There 
are  other  things  to  be  considered,  such  as  are  enumerated 
above. 

It  has  been  proved  by  experiments  that  if  fish  get  ■. 
beyond  a  certain  depth  in  the  sea  they  die,  being  unable  to 
support  the  pressure  of  the  water,  DeagneT. 
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BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meettng  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  March  3, 
at  the  headquarters.   Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  Apologies 
for  non-attendance  were  read  from  Mr.  Miller,  one  of  the 
vioerpresidents,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Hall,  the  treasurer,  who 
was  detained  through  illness.    The  minutes  of  the  past 
committee  meeting  were  read  and  adopted,  after  which 
Messrs.  Rabone  and  Hopwood  gave  in  the  report  of  their 
visit  to  the  Eureka  Club,  which  hold  their  meetings  at 
the  Crown  Inn,  Villa-street,  Loyells,  the  club  having 
applied  to  become  affiliated  to  the  association.  The 
report  went  to  show  that  close  upon  sixty  members' 
names  were  entered  upon  the  books,  and  that  over  forty 
had  paid  the  necessary  sis  weeks'  contributions.  The 
admittance  of  the  club  was  opposed  by  the  Victoria 
Society  on  the  grounds  that  the  club  was  too  close,  and  if 
admitted  into  the  association  it  would  interfere  with  their 
progress ;  but  this  was  overruled  by  the  committee. 
The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  club  was  accepted. 
The_  report  of  the  visiting  committee  to  the  Baltic 
Society,  held  at  the  Baltic  Inn,  Sherlock-street,  who  also 
applied  to  join  the  association  was  in  every  way  favourable, 
but  opposition  was  raised  by  the  Lamp  Society  to  their 
affiliation,  on  the  ground  that  the  club  was  being  formed 
by  several  of  their  members,  and  in  order  to  clear  this 
matter  up  it  was  decided  to  adjourn  the  application  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee  in  April  next.  An 
application  to  form  a  club  at  the  Three  Horse  Shoes, 
Holloway  Head,  was  not  entertained,  as  the  house  in 
question  was  not  suitable  to  the  requirements  of  a  club, 
and_  very   much  too  close    to  other  societies  already 
affiliated.    The  new  society  being  formed  at  the  Stag  and 
Pheasant,  Woodcook-stieet,  was  ordered  to  be  visited  by 
the  visiting  committee.    Mr.  W.  A.  Neale,  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Heath  Society,  gave  in  a  report  of  the  prosecu- 
tion of  three  persons  for  netting  the  club's  water  at 
Amin^ton,  near  to  Tamworth,  in  which  the  Birmingham 
Association's  solicitors  had  succeeded  in  establishing  a  case, 
and  getting  a  verdict  in  favour  of  the  society.    The  cost  of 
the    trial    amounted    to    a    little    over   £6,  half 
of  _  which    the    committee    decided    to    pay.  The 
chairman  said  that  this  would  prove  to  the  clubs  that 
the  association  were  always  ready  to  help  clubs  to  preserve 
their  interests.   A  letter  was  read  by  the  secretary  from 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  re  the  Sunday  trains  to 
and  from  Evesham,  which  went  to  show  that  the  company 
had  the  matter  under  notice,  and  would  receive  their  fullest 
consi  deration.     About  one  hundred  of  our  members 
belonging  to  the  Lamp  and  Queen's  Head  Societies 
journeyed  to  Pershore  on  Sunday  to  fish  bye  contests  on  the 
river  Avon  at  Wyre.    The  weather  was  all  against  angling, 
as  it  rained  and  snowed  during  the  two  hours  of  the 
contest.    The  Lamp  members  adopted  the  2oz.  limit. 
The  result  was  as    follows:  Mr.  G.  Rickerby,  first; 
Mr.  W.  Hooper,  second ;  and  Mr.  H.  Bartlett,  third. 
The  largest  fish  taken  was  a  chub  of  12oz.  The 
result  of  the  Queen's   Head    Club   was:  J.  Crisp, 
first;    C.    Jarvis,    second;    and    J.  Newton,  third. 
Pike  fishing  in  the  Warwick  district  has  never  been 
so  good  for  years ;  the  fjsh  have  been  feeding  so  well,  that 
the  snow  and  rain  has  not  in  any  way  interfered  with 
them,  and  they  have  been  running  at  any  bait  that  has 
come  before  their  notice.    Messrs.  Cox  and  Boucher,  of 
the  Tenby  Piscatorials,  took  eight  fish  at  the  end  of  last 
week  that  weighed  over  451b.  ;  and  a  Warwick  angler, 
named  Mr.  Hobbs,  fishing  just  outside  Warwick,  at  Long- 
bridge,  on  the  3rd  inst.  last,  caught  one  that  weighed 
19ilb.,  and  nine  others,  all  over  71b.  each.    The  Camden 
Society,  on  Saturday  evening  last,  decided  to  rent  a 
portion  of  the  river  Anker,  at  Tamworth.    This  water  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  two  Birmuigham  clubs  before,  and 
has  been  given  up  by  them  as  worthless.    It  will  now 
remain  to  be  seen  what  the  Camdenites  think  of  the 
water. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Notwithstanding  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  the  close 
season,  anglers  continue  to  take  advantage  of  the  present 
fine  weather  for  pike  fishing,  and  during  the  past  week  an 
unlimited  amount  of  sport  has  been  had.  Several  big  fish 
have  been  captured,  the  heaviest,  a  16-pounder,  being 
taken  from  the  Witham.  This  was  a  male  fish,  and  was 
the  second  largest  pike  recorded  this  seasen.  Others 
captured  on  this  river  have  weighed  111b.  (a  female),  two 
of  81b.,  and  one  of  6|lb.  The  best  individual  bag, 
comprising  five  and  a  half  brace,  scaled  491b.,  and  most  of 
the  fish  were  captured  between  Kirkstead  and  Dogdyke. 
The  Porty-foot  has  not  been  largely  patronised,  but  those 
who  have  operated  at  the  Boston  end  of  the  river  have 
landed  several  sizeable  fish.  A  few  roach  rods  have  been 
at  work,  but  the  \v  either  has  been  too  cold  for  the 
proEecution  of  this  class  of  sport,  and  little  has  been  done. 
There  has  been  no  weight  of  rain  in  the  district  for  several 
weeks,  and  many  of  the  smaller  drains  are  now  absolutely 
nnfishable  owing  to  the  low  and  bright  condition-  of  the 
waters,' 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  winterly  weather  of  the  past  week  few 
anglers  have  been  out  roach  fishing,  and  unless  there  be  an 
agreeable  change  before  the  15th  roach  fishers  may  put  up 
their  rods  untilJune  16.  Pike  fishing  has  been  pursued 
with  a  fair  amount  of  success  both  on  the  river  Hull  and 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  but  the  fish  have  only  run 
Mnall,  and  have  chiefly  been  taken  with  live  bait  fishing. 
The  first  annual  ball  of  the  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society  was  a  most  enthusiastic  affair,  and  abaut  400 
a'Dglers  and  their  friends  took  part  in  the  proceedings, 
which  were  carried  out  most  satisfactory,  being  a  very 


interesting  and  pleasurable  entertainment,  and  the  officers 
and  management  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  success  of 
their  efforts,  which  will  no  doubt  materially  augment  the 
funds  of  this  useful  society.    The  room  was  tastefully 
decorated  with  plants  and  angling  paraphernalia,  and  what 
formed  a  great  attraction  was  a  splendid  display  of  about 
fifty  cases  of  mountad  fish  caught  by  local  anglers.  The 
Waltonian  A.S.  and  the  Brunswick  A.S.  open  their  season 
to-day  (Saturday),  the  former  with  a  sweepstakes  on  the 
canal  at  Newport,  and  the  latter  with  a  match  on  the  river 
at  Hull  Bridge.    The  March  council  meeting  of  the  Hull 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  took  place  at  the 
Queen's  Hotel  on  the  2nd  inst.,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr._  W.  H._  Barker.     Several  applications  from  the 
affiliated  societies  were  considered  and  granted  to  fish 
their  Eastertide  matches  on  the  South  Holderness  Drains, 
viz. :  On  April  9,  the  East  Hull  Brass  Band  A.S.  and  the 
East  Riding  A.S.  at  Patrington  Haven  ;  on  April  11,  the 
Albert  A.  A.  a  sweepstakes  ;  and  on  April  16,  the  Corpora- 
tion Employees  A.S.  a  match,  both  on  Patrington  Haven  ; 
and  on  April  9,  the  Izaak  Walton  A.S.,  match  on  the 
Burstwick  Drain,  at  Hedon.    The  following  matches  (open 
to  all  comers)  were  also  entertained  and  granted  :  'The 
Albion  A. A.,  on  July  2,  at  Ferriby  Sluice  ;  and  the  East 
Hull  Brass  Band  A.S.,  on  July  IG,  also  at  the  Sluice.  A 
lengthy    discusssion    then    took  place  on    the  much 
vexed  question  of  thecompulsory  trout  licences  imposed  on 
coarse  fish  anglers  of  the  river  Hull  by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board,  and  it  was  ultimately  carriedsby  a  majority  of  the 
delegates  present,  "  That  this  association,  having  in  view 
the  intended  action  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  against 
the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  Birmingham,  ia  test- 
ing the  legality  of  imposing  a  compulsory  trout  licence  on 
coarse  fishers,  resolves  that  its  members  shall,  under  pro- 
test, take  the  licence  out  for  1898,  issued  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  awaiting  such  question  being  decided  by 
the  High  Court."    It  was  also  further  resolved,  "That 
this  association   correspond  and   combine  with  other 
amalgamations  in  the  country,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  a 
test  case."   The  council  then  adjourned  until  Wednesday, 
April  6.    Members'  privilege  tickets  for  1898  are  now 
ready,  and  can  be  had  of  the  registrar,  Mr.  C.  Williams, 
of  70,  Kent-street,  Holderness-road.    The  Hull  Angling 
and  Preservation  Society  are  at  present  negotiating  for 
the  purchase  of  3000  Trent  roach  for  the  river  Hull,  with 
the  object  of  improving  the  breed.    The  Smackowners' 
Association  of  Grimsby  have  held  a  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  petitioning  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  to  open 
the  Moray  Firth  to  English  trawlers,  since  the  foreigners 
catch  fish  there,  and  sell  them  in  English  markets. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Sharp  frosts  have  prevailed  during  the  past  week  and 
continue  at  the  time  of  writing,  the  thermometer  on  Tues- 
day morning  falling  as  low  as20deg.,  indicating  12deg.  of 
rosb.  Snow  stOl  lies  on  some  of  the  mountains,  but  the 
sunshines  brightly  during  the  daytime,  and  angling  can 
be  indulged  in  for  a  few  hours  each  day.  Although  not 
by  any  means  in  full  swing,  numerous  rods  may  be 
encountered  on  nearly  all  rivers,  and  many  with  whom  we 
have  spoken  think  well  of  future  prospects.  Owing  to 
the  generally  mild  winter  fish  are  in  good  condition  and 
fairly  plentiful.  No  great  catches  are  reported ;  but 
anglers  are  satisfied  with  results  obtained  under  present 
circumstances.  Amongst  these  may  be  mentioned  Messrs. 
Bland,  Crossley,  Hayes,  Thompson,  Senogles,  and  other 
Kendalians,  fishing  the  Kent  and  its  tributiries  ;  Messrs. 
Howe,  Mattinson,  Ewin,  &c.,  on  the  Eden,  some  of  whom 
have  already  had  up  to  a  dozen  fairly  nice  trout  at  a  fish- 
ing. The  Ambleside  River  Fishers'  Association  have  again 
decided  to  distribute  the  bulk  of  their  year's  balance 
amongts  those  farmers  over  whose  land  members  and 
visitors  are  allowed  to  fish.  At  the  quarterly  meeting  of 
the  Lake  District  Fishery  Board,  on  the  3rd  inst.,  the 
chief  topic  of  discussion  was  the  question  of  the  alleged 
pollution  of  the  Kent  by  paper  mills  and  the  Corporation 
of  Kendal,  the  latter  of  whom  were  described  by  the 
chairman  (Mr.  John  Pell)  as  "  great  sinners."  A  report 
on  the  matter  by  the  General  Purposes  Committee  was 
adopted,  and  the  clerk  instructed  to  keep  up  communica- 
tion with  the  parties  concerned. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

By  the  time  these  notes  are  in  print  we  shall  be  on  the 
eve  of  our  annual  punishment.  The  notices  for  close 
season  are  already  out  for  several  waters,  and  it  would 
have  done  good  if  they  had  been  closed  for  the  past  few 
weeks,  as  the  fish_  are  reported  busy  spawning.  The 
Tyldesley  and  District  Anglers'  Association  had  a  wind-up 
match  in  the  Bridgwater  Canal  at  Astley,  on  the  5th. 
The  sport  was  but  p:or,  only  three  taking  fish,  but 
this  was  sufficient  to  dispose  of  their  three  prizes  as 
follows :  First,  J.  Twigg ;  second,  J.  Duckworth ;  third, 
E.  Whiteside.  No  doubt  the  social  part  of  the  proceedings 
atoned  for  the  disappointment  and  cold  weather.  The 
St.  Helen's  Anglers  were  noted  for  their  annual  meeting 
on  the  16th.  The  agenda  contains  report,  balance-sheet, 
and  other  items  of  interest.  This  society  is  purely  a 
social  and  roving  one,  existing  chiefly  for  getting  away, 
enjoying  the  best  side  of  angling,  viz.,  country  air  and 
scenery,  and  in  its  way  is  doing  very  good  work.  In  the 
Barton  and  Patricroft  district  things  are  lively.  We  are  to 
have  a  small  boom  in  new  clubs ;  hitherto  the  Barton  Socials 
have  reigned  supreme  and  the  only  club  in  the  district. 
Two  entirely  fresh  clubs  are  to  be  organised,  one  at  the 
Bird-in-Hand  Hotel,  where  they  are  sure  of  a  very  happy 
home,  whilst  the  other  venture  will  find  a  headquarters  at 
some  temperance  house ;  by  this  arrangement  all  shades  of 
opinion  will  be  housed  and  catered  for.  Nothing  like  a 
little  comp-jtition  to  make  things  sparkle.  At  Leigh  they 
are  looking  forward  to  a  good  season,  and  are  anticipating 
great  pleasure  in  some  friendly  matches  with  a  Crewe 
team.  A  match  between  the  Leigh  team  (Stanley  Arms) 
and  the  Bolton  Cracks  (Walpole)  would  be  interesting. 


On  the  6th  last  the  Spinners  Arms  Angling  Society, 
Hollinwood,  had  a  lantern  lecture  by  Messrs.  F.  Bibby 
and  C.  Hcnshall, '  of  Manchester.  Several  other  city 
angUrj  and  friends  also  were  in  the  visiting  party,  in- 
cluding Rfessrs.  Sharpies,  Bunting,  Yates,  and  Aehworth. 
With  the  liquid  refreshments  the  jolly  host  provided  a 
novelty  iu  the  shape  of  roasted  potatoes,  which,  as  usual 
with  anglers,  were  taken  cum  grano  .saZ)t.s.  The  Hulme 
amateur  won  the  medal  by  demolishing  fifteen.  Please 
don't  forgot  the  salt  with  the  fifteen,  he  didn't. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 
During  the  past  fortnight  pike  fishing  hxs  largely 
claimed  the  attention  of  local  anglers,  especially  those  who 
are  privileged  to  pursue  their  sport  on  the  many  private 
preserves  which  abound  in  the  Midlands.  Mr.  J.  Hobbs 
creeled  seven  good  chub  from  the  Melton  reach  (best  fish 
3{lb.).  Mr.  Dan  Clowes  had  a  fair  take  of  perch  from 
Frisby ;  and  Mr.  Marshall  dace  and  roach  from  Langton; 
and  Mr.  T.  Ludlam  some  nice  dace  and  a  brace  of  pike 
from  Narborough.  Mr.  A.  Healy  scored  amongst  the  parch 
at  Frisby,  his  best  fish  being  weighed- in  at  the  Dolphin 
A.S.  ;  and  the  Wigston  reach  supplied  Mr.  W.  Smith  and  a 
couple  of  friends  with  excellent  sport  amongst  chub. 
Host  Hatton,  Mr.  Rimmington,  Mr.  E.  Winterton,  and 
Mr.  C.  Hubbard  have  also  hid  good  sport,  Mr.  C. 
Hubbard,  taking  a  pike  of  over  2 lib.  ;  whilst  Mr.  Hatton 
had  a  specimen  of  171b.  lOoz.  Messrs.  W.  Hatton  and  F. 
Towe,  out  later,  took  a  brace  and  a  half  of  nice  fish,  the 
la&t  named  taking  a  fish  of  1441b. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
Enquiries  elicit  the  fact  that  our  local  tackle  dealers  are 
busy  with  orders,  but  the  winterly  weather  which  has 
come  at  last,  better  late  than  never,  has  pat  an  end  to  all 
local  fishing.    During  the  past  three  or  four  months, 
perhaps,  little  bsyond  pike  fishing  has  been  attempted, 
and  even  in  that  branch  of  sport  things  wiU  get  worse  if 
owners  do  not  stop  slaughter.    One  popalir  resort  of  our 
city  men  has  received  four  visits  from  two  experienced 
pikists,  but  not  a  fish  did  they  get ;  but  they  found  dozens 
of  trimmers,  and  if  this  water  is  not   to  be  totally 
neglected  the  owner  must  wake  up.    Anglers  will  not 
spend  lOs.  for  the  pleasure  of  being  annoyed  by  discovering 
poaching  arrangements  of  this  kind,  and  once  thi.s  news  is 
abroad,  good-bye  boniface  to  visitors.    Onoe  more  has 
death  thinned  our  ranks,  and  the  Pendleton  fishermen  are 
mourning  the  loss  of  Mr.  Joseph  Senior,  one  of  their 
veterans,  and  a  man  well-known  and  popular.   He  was  fond 
of    all    Idnds    of   fishing,    but    if    any   kind   had  a 
particular  charm  for  him,  it  was  spinning,  in  the  art 
of    which  _  he   was    an    adept,    and    at    all  times 
he  was    willing  to  give    instructions    to    his  fellows. 
The  Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society  are  again  to  the 
fore  in  reporting  progress.    At  their  meeting  on  the  7th 
it  was  announced  that  they  had  secured  another  large 
water,  already  well  stocked,  for  the  benefit  of  their 
members.  At  the  same  meeting  they  conferred  upon  their 
new  host  the  honorary  degree  of  a  free  fishing  member  for 
the  year.    On  Saturday  last  there  arrived  for  the  County 
Palatine  Angling  Association  370  fish— a  mixed  consign- 
ment of  roach,  perch,  bream,  and  tench— many  of  which 
were  very  fine  specimens.    A  further  lot  were  received  on 
the  8th,  from  Wainfleet,  numbering  210  very  fine  roash 
and  perch,  which  were  transferred  to  their  Irlam  waters. 
FROM  NORFOLK, 
Fishing  on  private  water  near  Norwich,  on  Tuesday,  a 
London  gentlemanjcaught  four  pike,and  a  fine  trout  19Jin. 
long,  which  was  in  very  fair  condition.    Pike  have  not  fed 
well  during  the  last  week,  and  catches  have  been  meagre 
in  consequence.    The  fish  are  now  working  on  to  the 
shallows,  and  will  soon  be  spawning.    The  waters  are  all 
in  excellent  condition. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

Sport  has  not  been  over  good  in  our  district  for  some 
days  past.    Shortly  after  my  last  notes  were  written,  Mr 
W.  Rayson,   Mr.   S.  Boot,  and  other  friends  of  ^the 
Waltonian  Society,  visited  a  lake  on  the  outskirts  of 
ColHngham,  and  returned  with  eleven  pike,  one  of  which 
weighed  14ilb.    Some  fine  fish  (pike)  were  also  landed  by 
Col.  Bruce  and  friends,  in  Clifton  pit.     Reaching  has 
been  off  in  consequence  Of  the  receding  and  clearing  water. 
It  is  expected  that  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  the  noted  roach 
fisher,  will  be  elected  a  member  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
Association,  whose  waters  he  has  been  experimenting 
upon,  with  marked  success,  at  Rolleston,  accompanied 
by    Mr.    J.    Bailey.     I    have    been    successful  with 
Mr.    Taylor    amongst  chub  in  Sir   Harry  Bromley's 
preserves  at  Fiskerton,  where,  on  Tuesday,  Host  Oxley, 
of  the  BroKley  Arms,  was  given  "a  turn"  by  a  select 
party  of  Wellingtonians.    Tne  Nottingham  Anglers'  Pro- 
tsction  Association  have  held  a  meeting  cf  an  imoortant 
character.    Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  the  respected  president  of 
the  Wellington,  was  invited  to  attend,  and  that  gentleman 
delivered  a  sterling  address,  rc  the  establishment  of  a 
strong  organisation  on  the  lines  of  o*her  towns  as  to 
acquiring  and  preserving  stretches  of  water  on  the  river 
for  the  sport  and  enjoyment  of  those  connected  with  the 
Protection  Society.    Subsequently  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  adopted  :  ''  'That  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Association  take  steps 
at  onoe  to  formulate  a  new  set  of  rules  for  submission  to 
a  future  meeting  for  amendment  and  adoption."    Mr.  H. 
Warsop,  president  of  the  ^Valtonian  Society,  proposed  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Gaskell  for  his  interesting 
and  practical  discourse,  and  the  proposition  having  beea 
seconded  by  Mr.  H.  Hollis  (founder  of  the  association),  it 
was  carried  unanimously  and  with  acclamation. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  Trent  has  attracted  the  largest  number  of 
patronisers,  and  in  a  good  many  of  the  swims  sport  of  a 
satisfactory  character  has  been  obtained.  Fishing  at 
Mamham,  Mr.  W.  Arnold  had  some  nice  roach.    In  the 
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The  Epicure"  Publications. 

THE  EPICURE.    A  Journal  of 

Taste.  Contents  :  Abraham  Hay- 
ward's  "Art  of  Dining"  (serial);  A 
new  transUtion  of  Brillat  Savarin's 
Pbysiologle  du  Goilt  (serial)  ;  After- 
Dinner  Talk  ;  Notes  and  Eeports  of 
Schools  of  Cookery,  &o.  ;  Original 
High-class  Beoipes ;  Table  Decora- 
tion :  Cellar  Notes  :  Still-room  and 
Pantry  ;  Eneyclopasdia  of  Twms  used 
in  Cookery  ;  Directory  of  Schools  and 
Teachers  of  Cookery  and  Domestic 
Economy  in  Great  Britain,  &c. 
Monthly  4d.,  post  free  5d.  ;  Annual 
Subscription  4s.,  post  free  all  over 
the  World. 

MISS    CAMERON'S  COOKERY 

BOOK.  By  Ida  Cameron,  Diplomoe 
National  Training  School ;  Principal 
Earl's  Court  School  of  Cookery  ; 
Lecturer  to  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company.  Crown  8vo.,  stiff  covers. 
Is. 

COOKERY  LESSONS  FOR 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
CHILDREN.  By  Hannah  MiLROT, 
First  Class  Diplomee  Liverpool  School 
ot  Cookery.  Paper  covers,  3d. ;  post 
free  4a.   

THE  'EPICURE"  OFFICE, 
Granville  House,  Arundel  St.,  'W.C. 


BROWN'S 
PHANTOM  MINNOW 

IS 

"  The  Best  Artificial  Bait  ever 
yet  Invented." 

Fitted  with  Geen's  Patent  Swivel,  it  has  the 
Simplest,  Neatest,  and  Strongest  Spinning 
Attachment  of  any  Bait  extant. 

Send  for  lllusirafed  Price  List  of  High 
Class  Fishing  Tackle  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

84,   GEORGE  ST.,  ABERDEEN. 

TeleseamS;  "PHANTOM,  ABERDEEN." 


For  30  years  Manufacturer  of  8-plait  Lines. 
These  lines  are  made  from  pure  silk  of  the  very 
best  quality,  and  are  the  strongest  lines  in  the 
market.  s.  d. 

Eoach    1  6 

Babbel    1  10 

PiKB   3  O 

SALMON   4  4 

Per  100  yards. 
Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
for  yourselves.    Dealer  in  all  kinds  of  baits, 
3000  Gudgeon  tor  sale,  cheap;  right  for  trout 
streams    The  trade  supplied. 
THEA.KER,  2,  Broad  Marsh,  NOTTINGHAM 


FISHI8G  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES. 

Honses,  LaDd,  &  Estates 
To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  beat  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Eesults  of  Sales 
reco-ded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  163, 

Chief  Office: 
6,  ST.  BRIDE  LSI  BEET,  lONION,  E.C 


CLOTH   BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

('AX  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Pahllshhuj  Office,  Bream's  Bnildings,  E.C 


J 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

PITTVILLE, 

CHELTENHAM, 

PRACTICAL  MAKERS  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  RODS.  FLIES,  &c. 

Very  Special :  SINGLE  SALMON  CASTS, 

Tested  from  81b. 


N.B.— All  the  Firm's  Specialities  can  now  be 
obtained  at  19,  Leicester  Square. 

CATALOGUJES  GRATIS. 


Now  Exhibiting  at  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 


WYRESDALE  FISHERY  {^Z^^z:i:::iZZT\  Won,  Lanes. 

SEASON  1897-98. 

A  magnificent  lot  of  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds  :  Fario, 
Levenensis,  Fontinalis,  Irideus,  Alpinus,  Lacustris,  &c.  Orders  should  be 
booked  at  once. 

RAINBOW  TROUT,  undoubtedly  the  trout  of  the  future.  The 
gamest,  quickest  growing,  and  best  table  fish.  Rises  at  a  fly  more  freely 
than  any  other  fish.  Irideus  is  not  a  cannibal.  Advice  with  regard  to 
stocking  with  these  fish  on  application  to  the  Fishery. 

Hulton  Park,  Boltou-le-Moors,  Dec.  31,  1896. 
The  yearling-  rainbows  are  a  very  nice  lot.    I  had  the  same  man  to  cart  them 
who  did  the  same  thing  for  some  Loch  Levens  I  had  from  another  fishery  a  few 
years  ago  ;  he  says  these  are  three  timea  as  big.  W.  HuLTON. 

Address  all  letters  to  Andrew  Henrt,  Secretary,  Wyresdale  Fishery, 
Scorton,  Garstang,  Lanes. 


£50  BANK  NOTE. 

GIVEN  AWAY  to  parchaeera  of  ZVIX.IA,  the  new  Indian  PerFum»,  solely  manufactured  by 
the  ZUILIA.  Perfumery  Company,  13,  Eoaebery-avenue,  London,  E  C.  Pat  up  m  artistic  bottles, 
packed  in  wool,  in  handsome  box.  Is.  Si.,  seat  carriage  free,  per  return,  for  Is.  Hi. 

This  new  and  powerful  scent  is  a 
marvellous  discovery,  being  a  blend  of 
odoriferous  perfumes,  from  which 
emanates  a  delicious  aroma,  delicate 
and  pleasing,  the  generous  bouquet 
pervading  the  boudoir,  and,  in  fact, 
the  whole  household.  No  home  should 
be  without  it.  With  ZUILIA  Perfume 
we  are  giving  free  a  fid.  sample  box  of 
ZUILIA  Dentifrice,  unsurpassed  for 
the  preservation  of  the  teeth. 

A  SPECIAL  OFFER. 

£50  will  be  given  gratis  to  pur- 
chasers who  succeed  in  placing 
together  the  twelve  pieces  to  form 

square. 

INSTROCTIONS. — Cat  out  the  pieces, 
and  place  together  in  such  a  way  that 
the  whole  will  form  an  ordinary 
square.  When  done,  paste  on  card- 
board or  thick  paper  (in  order  to  keep 
the  square  together),  then  post  the 
same  to  us  with  a  stamped  envelope 
addressed,  inclosing  P.O.  or  stamps 
value  Is.  Gd.  for  ZUILIA  scent. 

y „lii-B.-in\— This  offer  holcis  good 
for  readers  of  this  paper  for  the  next 
f.jurteen  days.  Should  there  be  more 
than  one  person  succeed  in  forming 
the  squire,  then  the  £-50  will  be 
divided  thus:  If  two  correct,  then 
f  .ach  will  receive  £2'i ;  if  five  correct, 
then  C'ch  will  receive  £10;  if  ten, 
then  each  will  receive  £!>:  and  so  on. 


"Longley's  Thames  Anglers' 
Vade-Mecum '  for  1898  is  ab- 
solutely indispensable  to  every 
Thames  fisherman."— Post  free 
lid.  (12, 1/3)  from  P.  E.  LONG- 
LEY,  Warmck-lane,  London. 


Anglers  wisblng  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  FiBhlng  the  Derbysliire  Streams, 

SHOULD  jlDVESTIBB  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JODRSiL 

Charga  vtry  moderate. 
Address:  King  Street,  AlfretoD. 


then  eaca  win  receive  ^.o;  au>.  »o  ou.  The  task  set  being  very  difficult,  it  is  anticipated  that  few 
will  succeed  in  solving,  thus  making  th9  remuneration  very  substantial. 


IT  IS  SURELY  WORTH  TRYING  FOR. 


THE  ZUILIA   PERFUMERY  CO., 

13,  Rosebery  Avenue,  London,  E.C 


Viiitors  wishing  to  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  River  Sart,  where  caplul  Trout 
tnd  Salmon  Fishingi  s  obtainable, 

SHOULD  ADVEBTI8H  IN  THH 

TOTNES  TIMES, 

Published  Friday  Evening. 
U  wordi,  Sd.;^  80  aordt,  li.,  pr^id. 
Offices :  Pore  Street,  Totnes. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADTEBTIBB  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanied  Advtt. ,  18  vordt,  6d. ;  80  wordt,  li.,  prepaid 
Address:  News  Office,  Asitbonrne 


WESTERN  GUARDIAN. 

ifid-Weeklv  Journal  for  the  Western  DUtrid. 
Published  Wednesdays  &  Thursdays.  Price  Id 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 
SEA  and  EIVEB  FISHING,  SHOOTING, 
HUNTING,  SAILING  and  BOATING,  In  the 
South  Devon  District,  throughout  wblob  the 
Western  Bvardian  circulates. 

Advertising  Charges  Ifaderat*. 
Head  OHices:  Totnes,  Deveo. 


Anglera  wishing  t9  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

Vox  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Btonr. 

BHeXTLD  ADVEBTIBB  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  tor  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday,) 
"Wanted"  adverts.,  26  wordi  f  or  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office.  Bournemouth. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  Sto, 

BEOCLO  ADVEBTI8B  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Marlcet  Hill,  Cambridge 


THE 

HALF-YEARLY  VOLUIES 

OF  THK 

FISHING  GAZETTE, 

Bound  in  cloth, 
May  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers. 

Price  6/6  each ;  post  free,  7/3. 


London : 

Sampson  Low,  Mabston  4  Co.,  Ltd. 
S?t.  Dnnatan'a  House.  Fettar-lnne.  K.  '. 


Established  1S37. 
New  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books. 

alBO  out  of  print  publications,  Back  Nnmbers  of: 
Magazines,  Ac.    Every  number  of  "  The  Pdb 

LISHBKS'  OlBOULAB  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  BBOOBU  " 

published  every  Friday,  price  IJd.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,'  and 
innoimoements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  It,  to  the  Pro- 
prietor! of  the  PublUheri'  Circular,  St.  Dun»t»n'i 
Bonie.  retter-lane,  Londor. 
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waters  at  Laneham  and  Rampton  anglera  have  had  nothing 
to  grumble  at  amongst  roach,  chub,  and  perch.  A  good 
deal  of  pike  fishing  has  been  carried  on  of  late  with  success. 
The  cold  weather  has  improved  grayling  fishing  in  the 
Wj8  and  Derwent.  Coarse  fish  anglers  have  also  done 
fairly  well,  and  some  nice  roach  have  been  caught.  Pike 
fishing  in  the  drains  at  Boston  has  shown  a  little  improve- 
ment of  late.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  A.S. 
was  held  last  week,  and  proved  to  be  a  fairly  satis- 
factory one.  The  membership  was  slid  to  be  10,600,  the 
income  £4658  5b.  5d.,  and  the  expenditure  £4229  ISs.  4d., 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  £428  7b.  Id.  Mr.  C.  W. 
Styring,  who  has  been  the  president  of  the  association 
since  its  formation  twenty-nine  years  ago,  resigned  his 
position,  as  did  also  Mr.  T.  Guest,  vice-president,  and  Mr. 
T.  Walker,  secretary,  who  have  held  those  positions  since 
the  sfoiety  started.  Mr.  H.  Richardson  was  appointed 
president,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Walker,  secretary.  The  meeting 
decided  to  draw  a  cheque  upon  the  association  funds  to 
make  the  presentation  to  Messrs.  Styring,  Guest,  and 
Walker  up  to  100  guineas.  It  was  stated  that  amicable 
arrangements  had  been  made  with  the  Sheffield  Amalga- 
mated Anglers'  Society  to  avoid  competition  in  the  quest 
for  waters,  and  thus  to  keep  prices  down  as  low  as  possible. 
The  advisability  of  amalgamating  with  the  Sheffield 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Society  was  also  discussed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Wintry  weather  this  week — sharp  frosts  every  night,  and 
keen,  bitterly  cold  winds  all  through — and  not  many 
anglers  have  faced  it.  StUl,  there  were  a  few  enthusiastic, 
hardy  sportsmen  that  dared  the  biting  blast— the  trout 
seaeon  had  commenced,  the  pike  on  the  feed,  and  the 
close  season  for  coarse  fish  close  at  hand.  The  Teme  did 
not  yield  much  sport ;  one  brace  of  trout  and  a  brace  of 
grayling  are  all  I  have  heard  of  being  taken,  but  I  hi  ard 
of  a  grand  trout  SJlb.  being  taken  in  a  tributary  with  the 
artificial  minnow  by  quite  a  juvenile  angler  ;  and  in  the 
lower  Temp,  near  Powick  Weir,  Dr.  Hirks,  of  Malvern, 
<.n  Friday,  took  a  pike  of  171b.  weight,  lam  told.  A  good 
tew  pike  weie  taken  in  the  Avon  on  Sunday  and  Monday 
in  the  Fladbury,  Wyre,  Defford,  and  Bckington  reaches 
of  the  river,  lut  none  over  6Jlb.,  the  take  of  coarse  fiih 
very  small  indeed.  Not  much  done  in  the  Severn.  It  looks 
now  as  if  there  was  snow  water  coming  down  the  stream. 
The  few  that  have  fished  it  had  very  poor  sport,  with  the 
exception  of  an  Upton-on-Severn  angler  (B.  Draper),  who 
took  71b.  or  81b.  of  large  roach  while  fishing  under  the 
shelter  of  Stoke  Hill;  and  one  of  the  Worcester  fishermen, 
with  his  net,  just  above  the  city,  took  two  bream  weighing 
101b.  (heaviest  71b.) ;  two  perch,  61b.  ;  and  a  tench,  3JIb. 
-;-a  take  unprecedented  in  this  neiehbourhood.  Salmon 
fishing  has  been  very  iudifEerent  all  down  the  river.  I 
Lave  only  heard  of  five  fish  being  taken  between  Tewkes- 
bury and_  Worcester ;  one  taken  at  Upton  being  about  171b. 
A  good  rise  in  the  river  would  be  a  blessing  to  the  netsmen 
jufct  now.    No  club  news  of  importance. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  the  rivers  were  in  nice  trim  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  and  if  the  season  for  grayling  fishing  had  u.t 
practically  been  over  the  sharp  Irost  would  have  aided 
sport  materially,  as  the  fish,  on  account  of  the  mild 
weather,  had  rarely  come  to  the  surface,  and  the  cold 
spell  would  be  sure  to  put  them  on  the  feed.  Trout  fishing 
has  already  opened  on  certain  waters,  but  the  season  under 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  begins  on  the  loth  irisi. 
Ths  Wharfe  will  doubtless  be  the  great  attraction  to  most 
fly  fishers  from  the  south  during  the  approaching  holidays, 
because  it  is  the  most  accessible  of  all  the  rivers.  Ilkley 
or  Bolton  Bridge  are  suggested  as  the  most  convenient 
starting  points.  The  lengths  of  the  Wharfe  afford  capital 
sport.  A  day  ticket  may  be  obtained  for  2s.  6d.,  or  from 
that  price  to  6s_.,  except  on  the  Bolton  Wood  length,  per- 
mission for  fishing  on  which  can  be  obtained  by  staying  at 
the  fishing  inns  in  the  locahty.  Trout  have  thriven 
more  on  the  Wharfe  and  the  Yore,  perhaps,  than 
on  any  other  river,  and  those  streams  are  very  well 
stocked.  So  are  the  Swale,  Nidd,  Rye,  and  Der- 
went. Amongst  the  casts  which  generally  prove  effective 
on  the  Wharfe,  Derwent,  and  Eamont— the  Leeds  fly 
fishers  frequent  the  last  named  river— are  the  following  : 
1.  Early  or  Winter  Brown,  Spring  Black,  Dark  Snipe  and 
Orange,  and  Snipe  Bloa.  2.  Water  Hen  and  Ye. low, 
Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Orange  Partridge,  and  Snipe 
Bloa.  3.  March  Brown,  Spanish  Needle,  Little  Early 
Brown,  and  Dark  Bloa.  Both  fly  fishers  and  bottom 
fishers  have  been  out  since  the  Ist,  but  nothing  much  has 
been  done. 


THE  TRENT  FISHERY  BOARD. 
PIKE  RAVAGES  IN  THE  DOVE. 
The  Trent  Fishery  Board  held  their  annual  meeting  at 
the  Midland  Hotel,  Derby,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  F.  Hurt,  of  Alderwasley.  Others 
present  included  Capt.  Levett,  Hon.  F.  L.  Wood  Mr 
Morris  Richardson  (Staffordshire).  Mr.  E.  M.  Button 
Riddell,  Mr.  J.  R.  Starkie  (Notts),  Mr.  G.  W.  Pochin 
(Leicestershire),  and  Mr.  C.  R.  Eddowes  (clerk).  The 
lon^  '■'•port,  read  by  the  clerk,  stated  that  the  season  of 
1897  as  regarded  salmon  had  been  most  unsatisfactory 
The  nets  had  taken  about  100  fish  only.  No  salmon  had 
been  taken  with  rod  and  line,  although  several  had  been 
seen  m  the  summer  and  late  down  in  the  autumn.  There 
appeared  to  be  a  good  many  in  the  Trent  and  Dove  during 
the  spawmng  time,  but  they  were  much  distributed.  It 
was  difficult  to  account  tor  the  small  quantity  showing 
themselves  in  the  river  compared  with  the  number  seen 
and  taken  m  former  years ;  but  one  probable  cause  existed 
in  the  fact  that  fish  appeared  to  have  increased  very  much 
in  the  nver  Dove,  which  was  the  principal  spawning 
stream  for  salmon.     There    wag  no  doubt  but  that 


the   salmon  parr  were  destroyed  in  large  quantities 
by  the  pike,    and    in     low     water     had    but  little 
chance   of   escape.    The   trout   season   had  been  re- 
ported ai  very  good  in  some  details,  and  on  the  whole, 
better  than  normal.    The  'sport  with  coarse  fish  has  been 
generally  good,  large  takes  of  r<  ach,  chub,  and  pike  having 
been  reported  from  time  to  time.    Several  exceptional 
cases  had  been  reported  to  the  board  from  time  to  time, 
including  one  prosecution  for  killing  bream  with  a  catapult, 
and  another  for  destroying  fish  by  means  of  gelignite — a 
very  powerful  explosive.     The  accounts  for  the  year 
showed  an  improvement  as  compared  with  those  of  1896, 
the  adverse  balance  having  been  reduced  from  £76  to  .£30. 
The  report  also  dealt  with  various  cases  of  river  pollution, 
and  mentioned  that  theie  had  been  an  improvement  in 
several  of  the  streams.    There  was  a  long  discussion  on 
various  matters  mentioned  in  the  report,  and  suggestions 
were  made  with  a  view  to  getting  rid  of  the  pike  which 
infested  the  Dove  and  other  streams,  and  destroyed  the 
young  salmon  and  trout  that  were  formerly  found  there  in 
large  numbers.    Jlr.  Pochin  and  Mr.  Starkie  considered 
that  the  pike  would  best  be  got  rid  of  by  systematic  netting, 
and  the  former  expressed  a  confident  opinion  that  if  this 
were  done  every  year  the  streams  would  eventually  be 
cleared.    The  meeting  ultimately  resolved  to  delegate 
power  to  clubs  in  the  district  to  net  and  catch  all  the  pike 
they  could  in  season  and  out    of    season,  so  as  to 
preserve  the  salmon.    The  accounts  and  the  report  were 
afterwards  adopted,  and  incidentally  it  was  mentioned 
that  twenty-two  convictions  were  obtained  in  the  district 
during  the  year,  not  a  single  case  being  dismissed.  There 
was  a  discussion,  subsequently,  iu  reference  to  various 
pollutions  of  streams,  conspicuous  iustinces  being  cited  in 
the  Wire  Words  on  the  Derwent  at  Ambergate,  and  the 
Nottingham  Corporation  Sewage  Farm  at  Stoke  Bardoli.h. 
In  reference  to  the  latter  Mr.  Hutton  Riddle  said  the 
destruction  of  fish  was  terrible,  millions  and  millions  being 
destroyed  by  the  latter  opening  their  sluices  and  turning 
their  sewage  into  the  river.    It  was  resolved,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Pochin,  seconded  by  the  Hon.  F.  L.  Wood, 
that  the  clerk  address  a  letter  to  the  County  Council 
within  the  Trent  fishery  district,  informing  ihem  that  it 
was  proposed  to  apply  to  the  Local  Govtroment  Board  for 
provisional  orders  similar  to  those  in  operation  in  the  West 
Riding,  enabling  the  council  to  expend  money  in  pre- 
venting the  pollution  of  streams,  and  inviting  c  )-op6ration 
in  the  matter.  W.  S.  Gilman. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 
ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  OPEN  ANGLING 
COMPETITION  (MARCH  20). 

Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  announce  that  the 
following  have  offered  prizes  :  Messrs.  Peek  and  Sons, 
Gray's  Inn-road,  a  jack  rod  ;  Mr.  W.  Sparrow,  Middle- 
row,  Goswell-road,  a  telescope  landing  stick,  ring,  and 
net;  Mr.  J,  Rich,  Grange-walk,  Bermondsey,  a  silver 
mounted  stick ;  Mr.  R.  Hill,  Izaak  Walton,  a  prize  value, 
OS.  ;  Convivial  A.S.,  a  jack  rod  and  tackle  book ;  Crown 
and  Buckland,  a  prize  ;  Mr.  A.  Ellis,  The  Fox,  Kingsland- 
road,  a  pair  of  vases.  The  prize  offered  by  the  Izaak 
Walton  should  read  lOs.  6d.,  not  lOs.  The  total  number 
of  prizes  up  to  date  is  thirty-six,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will 
be  greatly  increased  before  the  20th.  Competitors,  where 
they  can  make  it  convenient,  are  requested  to  travel  by 
the  special  train  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  9  a.m.  Gentle- 
men who  are  disposed  to  augment  the  prize  list  are 
requested  to  communicate  with  the  secretary  as  soon  as 
pos  ible,  as  the  committee  wish  to  publish  a  list  for  the 
competitors.  S.  Malby  (Hon.  Sec  ). 


WARRINGTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  above 
society  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  March  3,  at  the 
Buck  Hotel,  Bridge-street  There  was  a  good  attendance, 
over  which  Mr.  J.  Lyon  Whittle  presided.  Eighteen  new 
members  were  accepted,  which  number  makes  up  a  total 
gain  in  membership  for  the  present  year  of  ffDy-three. 
The  best  thanks  of  the  association  were  accorded  to  Mr.  J. 
Cborlton  Parr,  of  Grappenhall  Heyes,  and  to  Mr.  H.  Lyle 
Smythe,  of  Trafford,  for  the  granting  of  certain  privileges 
to  the  members.  It  was  decided  to  re-engage  the  keeper 
at  Mickle  Trafford  to  watch  the  association's  private  water 
there.  The  secretary,  Mr.  Peter  Knight,  gave  a  lengthy 
report  of  the  prcceedings  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  ;  and  he  also  announced 
that  the  rules,  having  been  carefully  revised  and  reprinted, 
could  now  be  had  by  the  members  on  application. 

Fred.  J.  Emsox. 


season  was  very  promising.  They  were  of  opinion  that 
every  licence  holder  ought  to  consider  it  a  duty  to 
support  the  association.  To  accomplish  further  good 
results  the  co-operation  of  every  angler  was  required,  and 
he  sincerely  trusted  that  appeal  tor  increased  member- 
ship and  financial  support  would  ba  responded  to. 
The  report  was  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  John  Dtnt, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Mundle.  A  report  from  the  Coquet 
Committee  dealt  with  the  taking  over  of  the  fishing  in  that 
stream  from  Lord  Percy.  In  consequence  of  the  poaching 
which  had  gone  on,  almost  openly,  for  years,  the  com- 
mittee encountered  great  difficulties.  A  number  of 
prosecutions  were  taken.  The  year  closed  with  a  deficit  of 
£84,  which  was  less  than  was  at  first  anticipated.  Some 
250  permits  had  been  sold  during  the  year,  and  200  free 
tickets  were  issued  to  inhabitants  and  residents  in  Roth- 
bury.  Fish  had  been  put  in  the  stream  by  the  federation, 
and  also  by  other  owners,  so  that  in  five  portions  of  the 
river  fish  had  been  put  in.  Mr.  A.  J.  Blackett  Orie  vai 
re-elected  president ;  the  vice-presidents  were  re-t-lected, 
with  the  addition  of  the  names  of  Messrs.  W.  A.  Watson- 
Armstrong,  J.  D.  Milburne,  and  Wm.  Orde ;  Mr.  J. 
Harbottle,  whose  services  to  the  federation  were  warmly 
praised,  was  re-elected  hon.  secretary,  it  being  left  to  the 
committee  to  appoint  anassiatant  hon.  secretary  ;  and  Mr. 
Thornpson  was  re-appointed  hon.  treasurer.  In  reply  to  the 
question  on  the  subject  of  coarse  fishing,  Mr.  Harbottle  said  a 
coarse  fish  committee  had  been  a  ppointed,  and  tl  ey  issued  a 
circular  to  every  gentleman  who  owLcd  water  on  the  river 
where  there  was  coarse  fishing  to  be  obtained.  After  a 
good  deal  of  correspondence  and  interviewing  some  of  the 
riparian  owners,  they  found  it  impossible  to  persuade  those 
gentlemen  to  throw  open  their  waters  for  coarse  fisLing 
purposes.  He,  however,  did  not  yet  detpiir  that  they 
might  be  able  to  get  some  good  coarse  fishing  practically 
free  for  those  anglers  who  wished  to  pursue  that  sport 
near  Newcastle.  He  thought  the  riparian  owners  required 
educating  on  that  subject. 


TIVERTON  FISHING  ASSOCIATION. 
The  Tiverton  Fishing  Association's  annual  meeting  was 
held  on  Friday,  Mr.  T.  C.  Daniel  in  the  chair.  The 
accounts  showed  that  the  total  income  was  £62  Is.,  com- 
pared with  £68  Is.  in  1896;  and  the  expenditure  was 
£82  7s.,  compared  with  £91  6s.  The  loss  of  £20  during 
the  past  year  was  met  by  a  substantial  balance  in  hand. 
On  Mr.  Carew's  suggestion  it  was  decided  to  stake  the 
river  Exe  below  the  town,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  £10. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Speyside.— The  proper  dressing  of  the  Purple  King  id 
as  follows  :  "  Body,  light  purple  wool  ribbed  with  one  flat 
and  tvvo  thread  tinsels,  one  gold  and  one  silver.  Hackle, 
brownish  black  from  side  of  cook's  tail  would  contrary  to 
tinsels  and  crossed  by  one  of  them.  Teal  at  shoulder. 
Wing,  double  strips  of  mallard,  short,  and  set  apart  to 
aUow  hackle  to  appear  between  them." 

0.  F.  M. — The  Lion  Hotel  water  at  Farningham,  2j.  61. 
per  day.  The  Hertford  Angling  Society,  Hertford,  Herts. 
Piscatorial  Society,  Holborn  Restaurant;  or  Gresham 
Angbng  Society,  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Basinghall-street. 


NORTHUMBRIAN  ANGLERS' 
FEDERATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Noithumbrian  Anglers' 
Federation  was  held  on  March  3,  in  the  Hotel  Metropole, 
Newcastle.  There  was  a  large  attendance.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Williamson  was  in  the  chair.  The  hon.  secretary  (Mr. 
J .  Harbottle)  read  his  annual  report,  in  which  he  stated 
that  the  federation  was  considerably  stronger  in  point  of 
membership  than  last  year.  The  totil  number  of  names 
on  the  register  had  now  reached  798.  Although  this 
represented  a  satisfactory  membership,  it  did  not  represent 
absolutely  subscribing  members.  As  a  matter  or  fact  it 
would  appear  that  the  only  reliable  method  of  obtaining 
the  small  subscription  was  in  the  purchase  of  the  railway 
tickets,  and  there  was  no  doubt  a  number  of  anglers  who 
did  not  find  it  necessary  to  take  out  a  railway  privilege 
pass,  and  consequently  omitted  to  send  the  amount.  The 
most  important  features  in  last  year's  work  was  the  taking 
over  by  the  federation  of  the  Coquet  fishing.  The  manage- 
ment  of  the  river  had  been  taken  in  hind  in  a  thoroughly 
practical  and  energetic  manner.    The  prospects  for  this 


\_We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.'] 

DO  TROUT  EAT  CORIX^  ? 

Sir, — As  one  who  has  paid  some  attention  to  this  point, 
raised  by  you,  and  has  some  actual  personal  observation 
on  the  subject  to  record,  may  I  be  allowed  to  give  the 
results  of  my  experience  in  Scotland. 

Let  me  say  at  once  that  I  do  not  believe  that  large 
trout  (and  doubtless  you  southrons  will  be  bonified  to 
learn  that  up  here  a  river  trout  of  over  ^b.  is  pliiced  iu 
that  category),  ever  take  these  beetles  freely ;  in  fact,  I 
have  never  found  one  in  a  large  trout's  stomach.  Iu 
small  fish,  say,  of  ilb.  weight,  and  especially  in  those 
frtm  ponds,  they  are  pretty  common;  and  I  hive  seen 
trout  in  an  aquarium  and  experimental  pond  take  them 
freely. 

With  regard  to  Loch  Leveu  trout,  my  own  experience  is 
that,  though  corixae  are  common  enough  in  that  loch 
none  are  ever  found  in  the  stomachs  of  trout.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  Notonecta,  though  the  corpses  of  other 
beetles  are  amongst  the  most  frequent  "  productions  "  of 
one's  post-mortems.  Nay,  more,  I  some  years  ago  devised 
a  fly  meant  to  imitate  these  insects.  It  was  dressed  thus  • 
Wings,  white  tip,  dressed  flat  ;  legs,  dark  black-red 
hackle  ;  body,  bronze  peacock  herl ;  tag,  red  wool  or  silk. 
With  this  fly  I  had  the  perfectly  unique  experience  that 
though  I,  as  the  author  of  its  being,  naturally  gave  it 
every  chance,  I  have  never  (aught  a  single  trout  with  it. 
Yet  it  l.oks  a  likely  fly,  too. 

My  idea,  as  I  pointed  out  many  years  ago  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  is  that  the  white  tip  or  heckum-peckum  wing 
is  taken  by  the  fish  for  the  gauzy  under  wing  covered  by 
the  horny  wing  ea«e  of  a  beetle.  In  fact,  I  c::n't  conceive 
for  what  else  trout  could  mistake  it.  Hence  I  conclude 
that  in  rivers  or  lakes  tf  any  size,  corixaj  is  not  popular 
with  the  trout ;  and  so,  though  I  would,  in  the  language 
of  Holy  Writ,  advise  your  readers  to  "  prove  all  things," 
may  I  also  i  emind  them  of  that  non-scriptural  beatitude 
concerning  tht)se  that  expect  nothing  ? 

As  to  imitations  of  the  freshwater  shrimp,  I  have  long 
held  and  advocated  that  the  teal  winged  flies  so  popular  cm 
our  loch  are  as  successful  imitations  of  Gammams  Polex 
Esquire,  as  we  are  likely  to  attain.  I  have  experimented 
with  creations  formed  out  of  horn,  quill,  gutta-percha 
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tissue,  and  celluloid,  and  with  scanty  success.  Nothing  to 
my  mind  equals  the  teal  wing  over  a  fattish  wool  body. 
If  any  of  your  readers  who  possess  an  aquarium  will  try 
the  experiment  of  sinting  a  Red  and  Teal  and  then 
bringing  it  through  the  water  in  a  succession  of  short 
jerks  he  will  see  how  much  more  like  a  lively  screw  it  is 
than  any  more  solid  imitation,  however  perfect.  May  I 
also  here  once  more  point  out  what  I  have  frequently 
before  adverted  to  both  in  your  columns  and  elsewhere, 
that  the  well-known  Greenwell's  Glory  s?ems  to  be  taken 
by  trout  for  the  larva  of  some  ephemerid.  I  haye  con- 
stantly found  that  when  fish  were  not  rising  at  all  they 
could  generally  be  persuaded  to  take  a  Greeuwe'l  sunk 
from  Oin.  to  1ft.  under  the  water,  and  brought  down  to 
you  across  the  lie  of  the  fish,  espesially  at  the  tail  of  the 
pool.  My  idea,  taken  from  a  most  interesting  article  by 
"Old  Log,"  in  the  Field,  is  that  the  prominent  gold 
tinsel  represents  bubbles  of  air  adhering  to  the  breathing 
apparatus  of  the  larva.  Anyhow,  by  acting  on  this  idea, 
and  careful  casting  over  the  proper  places  to  expect  trout 
in,  I  have  often  taken  a  good  basket  where  otherwise  my 
success  would  have  been  smiU.  This,  of  course,  mainly 
during  the  early  part  of  the  season;  and  "the  proof  o' 
the  puddin's  the  preein'  o't." — I  am,  yours,  &c., 
Edinburgh.  ,   T.  Spence. 

CORIX^. 

Sir,— I  read  with  some  surprise  your  remarks  about 
the  corixiE,  as  my  experience  is  quite  different. 

I  have  on  many  occasions  opened  trout  to  see  what  they 
have  been  feeding  on,  and  have  frequently  found  corixas. 
Last  Wednesday  I  found  a  corixa  in  the  stom  ach  of  a  trout. 
I  was  very  much  surprised  at  this,  as  I  had  been  unable 
to  find  any  corixK  in  the  water,  as,  I  presume,  they  bury 
in  the  mud  during  the  cold  weather.  The  warm  weather 
had  evidently  brought  some  out. 

I  cannot  agree  with  the  opinion  you  have  formed  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Walker's  patterns  of  dry  flies,  as  I  tried 
them  last  season,  and  found  them  better  than  any  I  had 
used  before. — Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Walker. 

[Late  last  week  Mrs.  Richardson,  of  Kingston,  sent  us 
some  samples  of  her  dressings  of  Mr.  Charles  Walker's 
patterns  of  corix®,  &c.,  saying  she  would  be  much  obhged 
if  we  would  notice  them  in  that  week's  paper.    It  was 
somewhat  inconvenient  to  do  so,  but  we  did  it,  and  when 
we  saw  her  at  the  Fisheiies'  Exhibition  on  Tuesday  she 
said  she  had  had  a  great  many  inquiries  in  consequence  of 
our  notice.    We  are  sorry  under  the  eircumstar  C3S  that 
Colonel  E.  Walker  should  appear  to  think  we  had  not 
done  his  son's  flies  justice.    At  the  same  time  he  must 
allow  that  it  was  our  opinion  that  was  asked,  and 
not  his,  and  we  can  assure  him  that  if  we  find  during 
the    present    season   that   his   son's   clever  patterns 
are    more,  killing    than    the     standard    dressings  of 
Ronald,  Halford,  &c.,  we  shall  be  delighted  to  say  83. 
As  regards,  the  imitation  Corixas  and  freshwater  shritn^, 
their  use  on  any  purely  fly  water  where  "fly  only  "is 
allowed  would  be  very  bad  form,  and  lead  to  ructions  with 
brother  members  or  owners  of  waters.    Their  use  should 
be  restricted  to  trout  waters  where  minnows,  worms,  and 
other  under-water  baits  are  allowed.    With  two  or  three 
gentles  on  the  hook  the  shrimp  would  kill  well  cast  among 
a  shoal  of  chub.   We  owe  Mrs.  Richardson  an  apology  for 
asking  her  last  week  for  her  authority  for  the  statement 
that  Corixffi  are  taken  very  freely  by  trout.    We  said  we 
had  never  found  one  in  a  trout  or  seen  a  trout  take  one, 
and  quoted  from  Mr.  Halford's  work  on  "Dry  Ely 
Fishing  "  the  statement  that  he  had  only  twice  found 
a  Corixa  in   trout.    It  apoears  that  since  "  Dry  Fly 
Fishing "  was  published  Mr.   Halford  has    fished  in 
waters  where  Corixas  are  more   abundant.     At  any 
rate,  in  his  latest   work,    "  Dry   Fly  Entomology," 
p.  136,  he  says  :  "  Probably  the  genus  of  insects,  most 
usually  found  in  trout,  in  addition  to  those  generally 
described  in  the  fly  fisherman's  list,  is  one  of  the  CorixEe. 
These  are  small  water  bugs,  very  similar  in  shape  to  the 
well-known  water  boatmen.    .    .    .    The  water  boatmen 
swim  on  their  backs,  but  the  Corixas  swim  with  the 
back  upwards."    Mr.  Charles  Walker  called  our  attention 
to  this  later  testimony  from  Mr.  Halford's  works,  and  asked 
if  we  would  mind  mentioning  it,   in  justice  to  Mrs. 
Richardson,  which  we,  of  course,  gladly  promised  to  do. 
Mr.  Charles  Walker  is  such  a  keen,  courteous,  and  modest 
exponent  of  his  naturalistic  theories  of  artificial  "  flies," 
&c.,  that  we  cinnot  do  better  than  repeat  the  advice  we 
gave  our  fly  fishing  readers  last  week,  viz.,  to  examine  and 
try  them  for  themselves. — Ed. 


AN  APPEAL  FROM  CLONBUR  (CO.  GALWAY). 

Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  your  number  of  the  26th  inst. 
(I  have  altered  the  heading  of  this  article  slightly,  as 
Clonbur  is  in  Co.  Galway),  I  have  had  a  similar  letter 
from  Mr.  Joyce  asking  me  to  start  a  subscription  on 
behalf  of  the  poor  starving  peasantry  of  his  district,  which 
I  have  done,  and  which  I  am  pleased  to  say  has  resulted  in 
my  being  able  to  send  him,  up  to  this  date  (through  the 
generosity  of  my  private  friends  only),  the  respectable 
sum  of  £35  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers. 

Mr.  Joyce  is  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  landowner,  as 
well  as  being  proprietor  of  the  hotel  at  Clonbur,  and  as  I 
visited  his  place  last  year  in  company  with  my  son,  I 
know  him  personally,  and  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  no 
one  can  be  more  competent  to  gauge  the  misery  that  is 
prevailing  in  his  district,  and  that  any  money  sent  him  for 
these  unfortunate  people  will  be  carefully  and  judiciously 

administered.  ,    .     ,  ^  r,  3-     a    a  c 

He  telle  me  that  he  is  at  present  finding  food  tor  over 
oae  hundred  of  these  peasants,  and  that  he  will  have  to  do 
80  for  the  next  week  or  two,  until  the  promised  aid  from 
Government,  who  are  starting  some  works  to  give  them 
employment,  is  set  goiog.l 


In  the  meantime  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Joyce,  which  you  were  good  enough  to  publish,  will  meet 
with  a  hearty  response  from  your  readers. — Yours  truly, 
  James  Callaghan. 

PIKE  PROM  THE  WEY. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  a  note  in  "  Dragnet's"  "Jottings  by 
the  Way,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of  March  5,  which  spates 
that:  "The  largest  pike  taken  in  the  Wey  f  or  the  past 
wenty  years  was  caught  on  Feb.  27  last  .  .  .  and 
weighed  111b.  2oz."  Might  I  point  out  to  you  that  this 
is  inaccurate,  as  I  know  of  three  fish,  which  are  preserved 
in  cases  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Guildford  Angling 
Society,  all  of  which  are  over  this  weight.  1  he  largest 
(if  my  memory  is  correct)  is  171b.  6oz.,  and  was  taken  on 
saap  tackle  three  seasons  ago  in  the  waters  of  the 
Guildford  Angling  Society.  We  have  also  ia  the  room  a 
carp  from  the  same  water,  which  weighs  171b.  lloz. — 
Yours  faithfully,  C.  Bernard  Sells. 

Guildford.   

DearSir,— In  "Dragnet's"  "  Jottings  by  the  Way  "  of 
March  5,  a  paragraph  states  that  the  pike  caught  on 
Feb.  27,  by  Mr.  Rolt,  is  the  largest  caught  for  twenty 
years  on  the  Wey.  Unless  the  weight  quoted  (111b.  2oz.) 
is  a  misprint,  I  caught  a  larger  fish  on  Oct.  28  of  last  year, 
namely,  a  beautiful  fish  of  141b.  14oz.,  caught  by  spinning 
a  dead  sprat  on  Chapman  Spinner ;  locality,  the  free 
water  above  Guildford.  Hoping  that  Mr.  Rolt's  fish  was 
wrongly  weighted  in  the  paragraph,  and  that  a  "2" 
substituted  for  the  first  "  1  "  will  indeed  record  the  true 
weight  of  the  largest  fish  "  jotted  in  the  Wey  "  for  twenty 
years. —  Faithfully  yours,  M.  Grant. 

Dear  Sir,— My  brother,  who  caught  the  pike  which 
was  recorded  last  week,  says  that  what  he  meant  to  convey 
was  that  his  111b.  2oz.  fish  was  the  largest  taken  in  the 
Weybridge  portion  of  the  Wey— that  is  to  say,  the  part  of 
the  river  running  through  Mr.  Locke  King's  estate.  He 
was,  of  course,  aware  that  heavier  pike  hid  been  taken  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Wey. 

Who  says  that  barbel  will  not  feed  in  the  winter 
months  ?  A  friend  of  one  of  the  members  of  our 
Wimbledon  Club,  fishing  out  Windsor  way  on  March  6, 
from  a  private  boat,  took  seven  fish,  the  smallest  21b.,  and 
the  biggest  one  of  51b.  2oz.  The  swim  had  not  been 
baited  up  ;  he  came  upon  them  quite  "  promiscuous  like." 
In  fact,  he  was  roaching  when  he  hooked  the  first  fish, 
but  soon  discarded  his  light  tackle  for  something  more 
substantial  in  the  line  way.— Yours,  &c.,    H.  A.  Rolt. 


PISHING  IN  THE  NEW  RIVER. 
Dear  Sir,— Would  you  be  so  good  as  to  give  me 
the  following  information  as  to  fishing  in  the  New  River  ? 
(1)  Prom  whom  can  I  get  f)ermission  to  fish  ?  (2)  When 
does  the  trout  fishing  in  the  New  River  begin  ?  I  am  at 
present  living  in  Broxbourne,  and  would  be  obliged  for 
any  information  as  to  the  flies,  &o.,  used.— Yours,  &c., 

A.  B. 

[(1)  Permission  to  fish  New  River  can  be  obtained  (if  at 
all)  from  the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Searle,  New  River  Office, 
Clerkenwell,  E.G.  (2)  Time  of  trout  fishing  commencing. 
— As  the  river  is  private  property,  the  company  can 
regulate  this  as  they  think  fit,  but  if  they  give  permission 
they  would  answer  this  question.  The  coarse  fishing  in 
this  river  ia  from  June  1  to  Jan.  31— earlier  than  in  the 
public  river. J   

A  SCHOOLBOY  ANGLER'S  QUERY.  _ 
Dear  Sir,— Seeing  you  have  had  such  great  experience 
in  everything  connected  with  the  "  gentle  art,"  I  thought 
you  might  be  able  to  help  us.  I  and  a  friend  wish  to  get 
some  fishing  this  summer  during  our  holidajs,  for  we  are 
schoolboys.  We  thought  we  might  go  to  some  almost 
uninhabited  district,  say  somewhere  round  the  lakes,  and 
lodge  at  some  farm  or  cottage  near  a  good  stream  or  lake, 
where  there  are  plenty  of  trout  and,  if  possible,  sewin. 
We  do  not  wish  for  any  huge  fish,  but  we  should  hke 
good,  pretty,  quick  sport.  The  chief  thing  is  cost.  We, 
of  course,  can't  afford  to  pay  a  large  sum  for  the  right  to 
fish.  We  think  we  might  find  some  spot  where  we  might 
spend  a  very  pleasant  fortnight  at  a  reasonable  ra,te.  We 
thought  that  you  would  most  likely  be  able  to  help  us  by 
giving  a  few  hints  as  to  where  to  go  and  what  it  should 
cost  us.  If  you  can  do  so  we  shall  be  very  much  obliged 
to  you.  We  are  not  particular  about  going  to  the  Lake 
District,  but  some  quiet  place  where  there  is  good  fishing, 
either  free  or  at  a  moderate  price,  is  what  we  want.  Some 
district  to  which  we  can  get  by  a  cheap  trip  would  be  pre- 
ferred. We  did  think  of  camping  out,  but  have  given  up 
the  idea  through  thinking  of  a  pouring  wet  night  in  a 
small  tent,  with  only  a  spirit  lamp  to  keep  warm  and  dry 
with.  I  think  you  will  understand  what  we  want,  and  we 
shall' be  greatly  in  your  debt  if  you  can  help  us.  I  don  t 
know  whether  you  answer  by  post,  but  inclose  stamped 
address  envelope,  as  I  expect  you  have  large  numbers  of 
such  letters  as  these.  Good  pike  or  roach  fishing,  as  well 
as  trout  fishing,  would  be  acceptable,  but  if  we  have  the 
latter  we  don't  mind.  (Sewin  is  the  Welsh  name  for 
young  salmon.)— Yours  truly,  S.  W  Bull. 

[We  have  given  Master  Bull  a  good  tip,  but  shall  be 
glad  to  forward  any  others  sent  to  our  care.  There  is 
nothing  like  putting  the  young  angler  in  the  right  way. 
Thanks  for  information  about  the  sewin,  only  it  is 
generally  BUI  posed  to  be  the  Welsh  name  for  the  Bei  trout 
—Ed.]   

"MONA"  AND  WET  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir,— I  was  prevented  from  seeing  the  Fishtng 
Gazette  of  Feb.  26,  with  "  Mona's "  amusing  and  self- 
congratulatory  letter  on  the  above  subject,  until  Saturday 


last ;  but  I  hope  you  will  allow  me  tD  "  join  is  m  "  with 
him  in  a  friendly  way. 

When  a  man  has  been  flattering  himself  that  he  has 
achieved  a  colourable  imitation  of  a  March  Brown  or  Blue 
Upright,  and  has,  moreover,  caught  some  trout  with 
them,  it  is  not  quite  pleisant  to  be  told  that,  whatever  the 
fish  may  think  them  to  be,  it  is  certainly  not  flies,  and,  so 
far  as  I  can  make  out  Mona's  argument,  it  niay  be 
summed  up  as  follows :  Certain  trout  take  imitations  of 
ccrixas,  freshwater  shrimps,  and  other  creatures  which 
have  the  power  of  swimming  under  water,  therefore  when 
they  take  an  artificial  fly  they  do  not  think  it  is  a  fly  at  all. 

New  an  utter  stranger  to  the  art  of  fly  fishing. would,  I 
think,  be  likely  to  suppose  from  remarks  made,  not  only 
by  "  Mona,"  but  by  various  other  writers,  that  the  main 
object  of  the  so-called  wet  fly  fisher  is  to  get  his  flies  under 
water  as  quickly  as  possible  ;  but  in  my  limited  experient  e, 
which  has  chiefly  been  oa  our  west-country  streams,  the 
fish  will  often  take  a  fly  the  moment  it  has  touched  the 
water,  or  will  follow  it  and  take  it  while  still  floating ; 
what  do  they  think  it  is  then  ? 

Moreover,  if  anyone  will  take  the  trouble  to_  secure  a 
drowned  March  Brown  or  Blue  Upright  (I  mention  these 
as  typical  Devon  flies)  and  compare  them  with  thoroughly 
wet  artificial,  well  made  specimens,  they  will  be  struck 
with  the  resemblance,  as  I  have  been  myself,  and,  therefore, 
I  may  perhaps  be  justified  in  assuming  that  when  taken 
under  water  it  is  still  a  fly  the  trout  are  thinking  it  to  be. 

Oh !  "  Mona,  Mona !  "  I  forgive  yon,  but  pray  en- 
deavour to  realise  how  you  have  lacerated  the  self-esteem, 
so  far  as  fly  tying  goes,  of — 

A  White-Headed  Novice. 


THE  TWO  HARES  YARN. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  note  that  your  correspondent 
"  J.  T.  E."  has  been  trying  to  imitate  Uncle  Bill's  feat  of 
throwing  cobblers'  wax  at  a  hare.  I  gather  from  his  note 
that  he  has  not  succeeded,  though  evidently  a  hare  came  in 
his  way.  Let  us  hope  that  he  will  not  b3  daunted  by  the 
failure  of  one  experiment,  but  will  act  on  the  old  copy-book 
maxim,  and  "  continue  to  persevere."  I  find  on  inquiry  that 
Uncle  Bill  had  no  notion  of  rolling  the  piece  of  wax  in  his 
own  hands,  his  friend  the  cobbler  having  done  this  already. 
It  seems  that  before  Bill  went  out  fishing  he  had  done  a 
hard  morning's  work  with  a  farmer,  turning  and  dresiiog 
about  100  sheep.  Now,  a  sheep's  fleece  contains  a  sort  of 
natural  oily  yolk,  well  known  to  shepherds,  and  the  middle 
of  the  piece  of  wax  by  which  he  held  it  refused  to  adhere 
to  Bill's  greasy  hands,  so  he  threw  it  easily  enough.  _ 

The  ends  of  the  wax  were  not  greasy,  and  luckily  it  was 
one  end  that  struck  the  hare  torpedo  fashion,  but  not 
being  a  very  pointed  missile,  it  stuck  to  her,  and  the  other 
end,  not  being  greasy  either,  captured  Puss  No.  2.  Suc'i, 
I  am  informed,  are  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  trust  that 
"  J.  T.  E."  will  consider  the  problem  solved,  and  I  thank 
him  for  recognising  the  obvious  truth  of  my  little  yarn. — 
Yours,  &c.,    W.  S.  Bdddicom. 

THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  received  the  following  sums  since  the 
last  announcement  in  your  columns,  viz.  :  Mr,  R.  W, 
Thomas,  5s.;  Acton  P.S.,  2s.  6d. ;  W.  Wade,  2s.  6d. ; 
Westbourne  Park  P.S.,  10s.  6d.  May  I  remind  our 
angling  friends  that  (before  your  next  issue)  on  Friday 
week,  the  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Holborn  Restau- 
rant^ and  that  further  subscriptions  will  be  gratefully 
received. 

I  shall  also  be  pleased  to  supply  any  dinner  tickets  up  to 
Wednesday  evening  next,  5s.  each. — Yours  faithfully, 
H.  W.  HiGGiNS  (Hon.  Sec.) 


CARP  FOR  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sir,— By  kind  permission  of  the  owner,  a  lake 
on  Wandsworth  Common  was  netted  by  this  society  on 
Monday  last,  and  although  the  bed  of  the  lake  was  muddy, 
and  interfered  somewhat  with  the  operations,  a  fairly 
successful  netting  was  carried  out,  resulting  in  some 
hundreds  of  nice  store  carp  and  a  few  roach  being  turned 
into  the  Thames  at  Sunbury  and  Kingston. 

Another  netting  of  a  large  reservoir  belonging  to  the 
Grand  Junction  Waterworks  Company  will  also  be  under- 
taken by  the  society  this  week.— Yours  faithfully, 

H.  W.  HiGGINS 

(Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society). 
March  9,  1898.   

DUBLIN  PRAWN,  OR  NORWAY  LOBSTER? 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  met  with  this  crustacean  at  Dublin, 
and  my  son  informs  me  be  has  seen  and  eaten  it  at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  where  it  is  sold  in  the  market  and 
fish  shops  under  the  name  of  the  North  Sea  prawn.  It  is 
irustrated  in  Pennant's  Brit.  ZooL,  C.C.V.,  vol.  4, 
No.  24,  and  described  at  p.  17,  amongst  the  lobsters,  as 
Cavrer  vorvegicus.  Lin.  Syst.,  1053,  and  also  as  Sund- 
fiord.  Pontop.,  Norway,  ii.  tab.,  p.  177.  Description 
runs  thus:  "  L.  with  a  long  spiny  snout;  thorax  slightly 
spiny;  body  marked  with  three  ridges;  claws  very  long, 
angular,  and  (along  the  angles)  spiny;  (intennfe  long  ^ 
legs  slender,  clawed;  tail  long,  elegantly  marked  with 
smooth  and  shoit-baired  spaces,  placed  alternately. 
Common  length,  from  tip  of  the  claws  to  the  end  ot  tail, 
near  Oin."  The  short  serrated  snout,  although  pro- 
portionately £0  much  less  in  length  to  the  sword  of  the 
ordinary  prawn,  SquiUa  craugon.  Rondel.  647,  or 
Serraties,  may  have  caused  it  to  be  named  the  Dublin, 
Norway  '  or  deep  sea  prawn,  as  named  by  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  B.S.A.S.,  at  the  meeting  Feb.  23.  It  does  not 
seem  to  be  known  as  an  inhabitant  of  our  southern  coast. 
-Yours,  &c.,  J-  C.  WiLCOOKs. 

Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPOEATBD 

ANGLINa  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  19th,  1898. 


MAHSEER,  THE  GREAT  GAME  FISH 
OF  INDIA. 
(From  Land  and  Water,  Marcli  12). 

"  Sir, — While  thanking  you  for  the  very  kind 
way  in  which  you  referred  last  week  to  my  paper 
on  'Fishing  for  Mahseer  in  India,'  read  hefore 
the  Piscatorial  Society,  I  must  ask  you  to  allow 
me  space  for  a  short  reply  to  your  criticism. 

"  You  say,  '  It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Marston 
has  from  the  first  been  against  the  introduction 
of  rainbow  trout  and  other  foreign  fish  into  om- 
rivers,'  and  you,  therefore,  express  surprise  that  I 
should  even  think  of  trying  to  introduce  the 
mahseer. 

"  All  I  can  say  in  reply  is  that  I  have  never  said 
or  written  one  word  against  the  introduction  of 
any  fish  into  our  waters  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
the  introduction  would  be  advantageous.  But 
knowing  as  1  do  that  thousands  of  pounds  have 
been  absolutely  thrown  away  in  attempts  to  stock 
our  rivers  with  the  American  brook  trout  {Salnio 
fontinalis)  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century, 
I  warned  those  who  thought  of  introducing  the 
American  rainbow  trout  into  our  rivers  that 
before  attempts  wei'e  made  to  stock  our  rivers 
generally  with  another  American  trout  (P  char — 
the  fontinalis  is  a  char,  and  I  have  seen  no  con- 
vincing evidence  that  S.  irideus  is  a  true  trout), 
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it  would  be  wise  to  ascertain  first  if  he  is  any 
more  suited  to  live  in  our  rivers  than  the  S. 

fontinalis, 

"  Kindly  note  I  am  referring  entirely  to  rivers 
and  not  to  lakes  or  fish  breeders'  rearing  ponds. 
When  kept  in  confinement  the  rainbow  appears 
to  do  as  well  or  better  than  the  American  brook 
trout,  but  we  have  no  idea  at  present  whether  the 
rainbow  will  not  disappear  when  placed  in  our 
rivers  just  as  the  S.  fontinalis  does — not  aU  at 
once,  but  in  a  season  or  two. 

"  As  regards  the  Indian  mahseer,  all  I  said  in 
my  lecture  was  that  as  it  appeared  to  be  such  a 
splendid  fish  in  every,  way,  it  might  be  worth  ichile 
to  consider  whether  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
introduce  it  into  suitable  waters  in  this  country, 
and  that  I  hoped  Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas,  the  author 
of  '  The  Rod  in  India,'  and  the  authority  on  the 
mahseer,  would  give  his  opinion  on  the  question. 

"  I  have  since  heard  from  Mr.  Thomas  that  he 
does  not  think  the  fisli  would  thrive  in  our  cold 
rivers,  so  that  answers  my  question. — Yours 
faithfully,  R.  B.  Marston. 

"  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London." 

["  We  think  that  a  comparison  can  hardly  be 
made  between  the  S.  irideus  and  S.  fontinalis,  as 
their  habits  and  food  are  so  different.  Besides 
this,  the  rainbow  has  proved  a  success  in  the 
rivers  into  which  it  has  been  introduced.  What 
we  knew  of  the  habits  and  surroundings  of  the 
rainbow  before  it  was  ever  introduced  was 
sufficient  to  recommend  it  to  us  more  strongly 
than  any  other  foreign  fish  we  have  ever  heard  of. 
These  expectations  have  now  undoubtedly  been 
amply  fulfilled,  but  notwithstanding  this,  it 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  rainbow  will 
reproduce  its  species  in  contact  with  our  native 
fish,  and  we  appreciate  Mr.  Marston's  remarks  on 
this  head. — Ed.  Land  and  Water."~\ 

I  have  asked  the  editor  of  Land  and  Water  to 
name  the  rivers  in  which  the  rainbow  has  "  proved 
a  success  "  in  this  country.  By  success  I  mean 
done  well  and  multiplied. — R.  B.  M. 


NOTES  FROM 
KIRKBRIDE'S  NORTHERN  ANGLER, 
OR  FLY  FISHER'S  COMPANION.* 
(Continued  from  page  186  ) 


Tlic  Wate)-hen  Hackle. — This  is  an  excellent 
trout  fly,  particularly  when  the  river  is  clear.  It 
will  kill  well  during  the  whole  season.  The  body 
must  be  black,  and  ribbed  with  silver  thread ; 
a  hackle  from  the  inside  of  the  wing  of  the  water- 
hen  must  be  put  on  round  the  head.  Hook, 
No.  8  or  9. 

The  Sand  Fly. — In  the  months  of  May  and 
June  this  fly  will  kill  well  in  almost  any  river  in 
the  north  of  England.  Dubb  the  body  with  the 
dark  fur  from  the  hare's  ear,  mixed  with  a  little 
light  orange  mohair ;  put  on  a  ginger  hackle  for 
legs ;  and  let  the  wings  consist  of  a  portion  of  a 
feather  from  the  landrail's  wing.  To  make  this 
fly  in  the  hackled  way  take  a  fine  feather  from  the 
outside  of  the  landrail's  wing,  near  the  butt,  and 
make  with  it  three  or  four  tui-ns  round  the  head ; 
let  the  body  be  dressed  rather  thin,  and  be 
precisely  of  the  colour  of  that  described  above. 
Hook,  No.  8. 

The  Yellow  Dun. — This  delicate  little  fly  makes 
its  appearance  on  the  northern  rivers  sometime  in 
May.  It  continues  till  the  latter  end  of  June,  and 
casts  its  skin,  becoming  much  lighter  and  smaller. 
It  has  a  forked  tail,  and  wings  stand  erect  on  its 
back,  and  are  of  a  delicate  transparent  blue  colour. 
It  appears  not  only  to  cast  its  skin,  but  its  wings, 
tail,  and  legs  also.  I  was  once  much  amused  with 
the  ti'ansformation  of  this  insect.  A  fisherman 
happening  to  come  into  my  shop  from  the  water- 
side, one  of  these  small  flies  was  sticking  to  his 
clothes,  and  alighted  on  my  dressing-table.  I 
took  it  up  to  examine  it,  putting  it  on  a  sheet  of 
white  paper.  On  my  looking  at  it  minutely,  it 
turned  over  upon  its  back,  giving  two  or  tbree 
convulsive  struggles,  when  I  thought  it  was  dead. 
It  remained  on  its  back  for  a  second  or  two,  and 
left  its  old  coat  sticking  to  the  paper  along  with 


*  Kirkbride  vras  a  fishing  tickle  maker  and  practical 
angler.  His  book  is  based  on  Best's  work,  with  additions 
and  improvements,  and  the  dressings  of  flies  given  are  as 
a  rule  excellent — infinitely  better  than  many  of  the 
modern  stock  "  shop  patterns." — B.  B.  M. 


the  wings,  tail,  and  legs,  lind  became  thp  most 
beautiful  insect  I  ever  saw.  The  new  fly  was 
much  smaller  than  the  original  one.  The  body 
of  this  fly,  when  it  first  appears,  ought  to  be  of 
very  pale  yellow  mohair  or  goat's  hair  laid  on  flat 
and  thin,  and  a  delicate  pale  dun  cock's  or  hen's 
hackle  for  legs.  The  forked  tail  may  consist  of 
two  strands  from  a  blue  cock's  hackle ;  let  the 
wings  be  of  the  lightest  part  of  the  wing  feather 
of  the  starling.  After  the  transformation  has 
taken  place  make  the  body  a  shade  lighter,  and 
let  the  wings  be  from  the  dotterel's  fine,  short 
quill  feather.  To  make  it  a  spider  or  a  hackle,  to 
represent  the  drowned  fly,  take  a  delicate  feather 
from  underneath  the  jack  snipe's  wing  for  the 
hackle,  and  let  the  body  be  the  same  as  that  of 
the  fly  before  describsd.    Hook,  No.  8  or  9. 

The  Willow  Fly. — This  fly  comes  on  about  the 
same  time  as  the  YeUow  Dun.  It  is  a  very 
delicate-looking  fly,  and  the  trout  are  very  fond 
of  it,  particularly  in  the  evenings.  The  body  is 
of  a  delicate  transparent  yellow  colour,  with  a 
greenish  or  olive  shade.  It  must  be  ribbed  with 
gold-coloured  silk,  and  a  grey  hackle,  dyed  yellow, 
must  be  put  under  the  wings  for  legs.  The  best 
feather  tbat  I  have  seen  for  the  wings  is  one  from 
the  tail  of  the  green  linnet,  which  is  of  a  greenish 
yellow  tint,  and  exactly  resembles  the  wings  of 
the  fly.  When  it  is  made  as  a  Spider,  a  feather 
from  the  breast  of  the  yellow  plover  must  be  used. 
Hook,  No.  8  or  9. 

The  Small  Dark  Dun  Spider. — This  is  a  hackle 
fly  made  of  a  feather  from  the  outside  o£  the 
wing  of  the  large  snipe,  with  a  body  of  water  rat's 
fur.  In  May  and  June,  when  made  very  fine,  it 
is  an  excellent  killer  in  clear  water.  Hook, 
No.  9. 

The  Bed  Wing  Fly. — In  April,  May,  and  June, 
this  fly  kills  well  on  the  Nith  and  other  rivers  in 
the  South  of  Scotland.  The  body  must  consist 
of  the  fur  from  a  black  hat,  with  a  black  listed 
red  hackle  for  legs.  Take  a  portion  of  the  red 
feather  of  the  partridge  tail  for  wings.  Hook, 
No.  7  or  8. 

The  Black  Midge  or  Gnat. — This  fly  appears  in 
May,  and  continues  during  the  summer.  It  is  a 
good  killer,  particularly  in  the  evenings.  It  can- 
not be  made  too  fine  and  small.  Make  the  wing.s 
of  a  feather  from  a  jackdaw's  wing,  and  form  the 
body  of  a  little  fur  from  a  black  hat ;  or,  to  make 
it  as  a  hackle  fly,  take  a  feather  from  the  breast 
of  a  jackdaw,  of  a  blueish  shade,  for  your  hackle, 
and  put  on  a  few  turns  of  black  ostrich  harle 
under  the  shoulders.    Hook,  No.  10. 

The  Stone  Fly. — This  fly  appears  about  the 
latter  end  of  April,  and  continues  until  the 
beginning  of  June.  It  is  bred  from  an  insect 
found  under  large  stones  in  the  river,  called  the 
water  cricket  or  creeper,  which,  on  a  hot  day,  is  a 
most  destructive  bait  for  trout.  (I  shall  describe 
it  when  I  treat  of  bait  fishing.)  It  is  seldom  used 
as  an  artificial  fly  ;  for  it  is  best  to  dab  with  it 
after  it  takes  wing.  It  is  called  here  the  May  Fly, 
and  has  a  large  flat  body,  with  four  wings.  The 
body  is  of  a  dusky  brown  on  the  back,  under  the 
belly  of  a  fine  gold  colom-,  with  a  yellow  rib  and 
short  forked  tail.  It  is  very  difficult  to  imitate 
the  wings  ;  they  are  best  made  from  the  shaded 
feather  of  the  hen  pheasant's  taU.  A  black  listed 
ginger  hackle  may  be  put  on  for  legs.  As  a  lake 
fly  it  answers  very  well.    Hook,  No.  5  or  6. 

The  Brechan  Clock. — In  making  the  artificial 
Brechan  Clock  I  use  peacock,  with  black  ostrich 
harle  for  the  body,  and  a  black  hackle  for  legs, 
and  the  red  feather  of  the  partridge  tail  for 
wings  ;  or  it  may  be  made  of  a  fine  brown  feather 
from  the  cock  pheasant's  breast,  with  a  little  tip 
of  starling's  wing  feather  at  the  tail,  to  repre- 
sent the  under  wings.  The  red  or  upper  feather 
must,  ot  course,  be  tied  down  at  the  head  and  tail, 
to  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  beetle.  The  body 
must  be  made  full,  as  above  described,  with  a 
black  hackle  for  legs.    Hook,  No.  6  or  7. 

The  Green  Drake.  —  This  is  an  exceedingly 
delicate  and  beautiful  fly,  but  is  seldom  fished 
with  except  on  the  lakes,  where  it  is  an  excellent 
killer.  In  some  parts  of  the  kingdom,  par- 
ticularly the  southern  countries,  it  is  very 
common,  and  is  called  the  May  Fly;  but  we 
seldom  see  it  in  the  north  before  June.  Dressed 
artificially,  it  has  been  known  to  kill  sea  trout. 
As  a  rough  bodied  fly,  it  certainly  answers  remark- 
ably well.  In  a  cold  season  the  body  never 
attains  that  rich  cream  colour,  or,  as  anglers  say, 
becomes  ripe.    In  such  weather  it  is  more  of  an 
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olive  shade.  It  ought  then  to  be  made  of  light 
olive,  mixed  with  a  little  straw-coloured  mohair, 
tipt  with  a  little  golden  brown  at  the  tail,  and 
ribbed  with  light  brown  silk ;  the  tail  may  consist 
of  three  hairs  from  the  polecat's  tail ;  put  on  a 
grizzled  colour  cock's  hackle  for  legs.  When  in 
full  perfection  the  body  is  of  a  rich  cream  colour, 
ribbed  and  tipt  in  the  manner  described  before, 
with  a  fine  mottled  hackle  from  a  hen,  resembling 
the  bittern  hackle,  but  much  finer;  the  wings 
must  be  formed  of  a  light  mottled  feather  from 
the  wild  mallard,  dyed  a  faint  yellow ;  care  must  be 
taken  not  to  make  the  shade  too  dark  ;  put  a  lap 
or  two  of  brown  peacock  harle  round  the  head. 
Hook,  No.  5,  long  in  the  shank. 

(To  he  continued.) 


TROUT  FLY  DRESSING. 

[^Continued  from  page  188.) 

Article  No.  11.— HOW  TO  DRESS  A  WET 
FLY. 
Method  No.  -2. 


The  following  method  of  dressing  a  wet-fly  is 
that  commonly  used  by  professionals.  Male 
hands,  as  a  rule,  dispense  with  the  vice,  holding 
the  hook  at  the  bend  tightly  between  the  left 
forefinger  and  thumb ;  but  whether  a  vice  be 
used  or  no,  the  method,  in  its  essential  details,  is 
always  the  same. 

I  trust  that  I  may  safely  use,  from  now  on,  a 
shorter  and  more  technical  style  of  description. 

Commence  as  before,  and  continue  till  body  is 
formed  and  secured.  Tie  in  hackle  as  before  by 
two  turns  towards  the  left,  and  clip  away  bare 
stem.  Wind  two  or  thi-ee  turns  of  hackle,  the 
first  in  front  of  silk,  the  second  behind,  and  the 
third  (if  there  be  any)  in  front.  Fasten  off 
hackle  by  two  turns  of  silk  towards  the  right. 
Clip  away  unwound  tip.  With  dubbing  needle 
adjust  hackle  fibres,  coaxing  some  of  those  which 
stand  out  above  shank  of  hook  to  lie  on  either 
side.  Press  the  fibres  back.  Prepare  and  tie  in 
wings,  and  finish  as  before. 


Fig.  4i 


This  same  method  is  used  in  dressing  down- 
wing  flies,  the  hackle  fibres  left  on  the  upper  side 
of  the  shank  after  treatment  with  the  dubbing 
needle  should,  in  this  case,  be  clipped  away.  The 
following  method,  however,  is  to  be  preferred  : 

How  to  Dress  a  Downwing. 
Commence  as  before,  but  a  little  nearer  the  bend 
of  hook,  and,  of  course,  omit  whisks.  Form  body  as 
before.  Prepare  and  tie  in  wings.  Clip  stumps  and 
continue  winding  to  end  of  shank,  tying  in  feelers 
at  head,  as  whisks  were  tied  in  in  preceding  example. 
Wind  back  again  to  roots  of  wings  as  before. 
Split  the  two  wings  apart  with  the  watchmaker's 
tweezers,  and,  taking  the  tip  of  either  wing 
separately  between  the  left  forefinger  and  thumb, 
draw  it  down  a  little  on  its  own  side  of  the  shank. 


Fig.  43. 


Now  place  the  hackle  in  the  position  indicated  in 
Fig.  43,  and  holding  both  wings,  hackle,  and 
the  shank  of  the  hook  between  left  forefinger  and 
thumb,  fasten  the  wings  in  a  lie-down  position. 


and  tie  in 
tying  silk 


hackle 
toward 


by  means  of  two  turns  of  the 
s  the  left. 


Fig.  44. 

Wind  hackle  and  finish  as  before. 


Fig.  45. 

How  TO  Make  a  Buzz-Fly. 
Commence  as  in  method  No.  2,  but  leave  less  of 
the  end  of  the  shank  bare.  Continue  as  in  method 
No.  2  till  hackle  is  wound  and  secured. 


Fig.  4fi. 

Clip  unused  tip  of  hackle,  and  wind  silk 
towards  the  right  to  end  of  shank.  Wind  back 
towards  the  left  till  hackle  is  reached,  and  then 
form  whip  finish  as  before. 

How  TO  Dress  a  Palmer. 

The  term  palmer,  as  Ronalds  tells  us,  applies 
primarily  to  the  caterpillars  of  certain  moths, 
notably  to  that  of  the  Arctia  caja,  or  garden 
tiger  moth.  They  are  well  known  in  m.ost 
districts  under  the  name  of  woolly  bears,  and  are 
frequently  to  be  seen  crawling  on  the  footpath. 
They  are  said  to  make  long  wanderings,  and  hence 
their  name,  palmer  being  the  term  originally 
applied  to  pilgrims  returned  from  the  Holy  Lind 
in  the  days  of  the  crusades.  In  fly  dressing, 
however,  the  term  palmer  is  used  in  a  geneial 
way  to  denote  wingless  artificials  hackled  all 
down,  or  half-way  down,  the  body.  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  shows,  I  think,  convincingly  enough  that 
the  natural  palmer  cannot  be  regarded  as  having 
a  place  among  the  staple  foods  of  the  troixt,  and 
that  the  artificial  imitation  must  therefore  be 
relegated  to  the  list  of  fancy  patterns. 

Ronalds  and  Foster  seem  to  be  of  quite  a 
different  opinion,  but  we  need  not  enter  on  the 


controversy  here.  The  important  fact  for  us  is 
that  both  the  large  woolly  bears  and  the  small 
palmers  are  often  very  killing  lui-es. 

The  following  is  a  good  method  of  dressing  a 
palmer :  Lay  on  the  silk  and  tie  in  gut  as  usual. 
Select  a  hackle  long  in  the  quill  and  relatively 
short  in  the  fibre.  Stroke  back  all  its  fibres  except 
those  at  the  point.  Tie  it  in  by  the  point  before 
tying  in  body  material. 


Fig.  47. 

Tie  in  ribbing  tinsel,  if  any,  and  body  material. 
Wind  tying  silk  to  shoulder.  Wind  and  fasten 
body  material  and  ribbing  tinsel. 


Fig.  48. 


Wind  hackle,  keeping  it  well  on  edge,  in  open 
spiral  coils,  close  behind,  and  touching  ribbing 
tinsel.  Fasten  down  hackle  with  two  turns  of 
tying  silk.    Cut  away  stem  of  hackle. 

(To  he  continued.) 


SUGGESTED    VISIT    OF  REUBEN' 
LEONARD,  CHAMPION  TROUT  FLY 
CASTER,  TO  THIS  COUNTRY. 


As   soon   as   the   accounts  of  Mr.   Reuben  \ 
Leonard's  tremendous  cast  of  40yds.  with  an  " 
lift.  7in.  fly  rod,  weighing  only  10|^oz.,  come  to 
hand  from  Mr.  Fred  Mather,  we  wrote  to  make  a 
suggestion  to  him,  which  he  refers  to  in  Forei^t 
and  Stream  as  follows  : 

"A  Proposition  from  Great  Britain. 

"  I  have  a  letter  from  England  wbioli  says  :  '  Would 
Eeaben  Leonard  come  over  ?  '  Of  course,  this  means  to  ' 
cast  the  fly  in  public.  '  I  think  he  could  get  enough  to 
pay  half  his  rail,  sea,  and  living  expenses,  out  and  home, 
if  the  other  half  can  ha  subscribed  on  your  side.'  My 
correspondent  is  a  solid,  reliable  man,  and  if  I  was  in  a 
finincial  condition  to  say  the  word  I  would  say  :  '  Here, 
Keuben,  is  a  check  and  ai  order  for  yoi\  to  draw  on  me 
for  any  deficiency.  Ycu  know  that  we  sent  Reuben  Wood 
over  there  in  1883,  ard  he  astonished  our  relatives  wholive 
beyond  that  damp  spot  on  the  map  which  geographers 
have  named  the  Atlantic.  Now,  Keuben,  go  and  show 
them  how  a  second  Reuben  and  a  Yankee  arm  can  get  out 
a  Yankee  line  on  a  Yankes  rod,  whether  the  latter  ba  a 
lOoz.  affair  or  only  a  toy  cf  4oz.' 

'•  That  is  what  I  would  do  if  I  coiild  ;  and,  if  possiWe, 
there  would  be  a  great  big  bonus  for  Reuben  if  he  did 
what  I  know  he  can  do. 

"  My  correspondent  says:  'Of  course,  the  recent  com- 
p  tition  in  New  York,  //(  '(  bitiUliir/  [italics  are  his),  aro 
not  the  same  as  out  in  the  op?n  air,  where  the  wind  and 
the  weather  have  a  good  look  in.' 

"Let  us  tend  Reuben  Leonard  to  England,  not  as  an 
athlete  to  demonstrate  physical  supeii  .rity  in  an  individual , 
but  to  show  tLat  American  rods  are  the  best  that  the 
woild  produces.  Let  those  who  believe  this  stnd  io  their 
subscriptions,  and  make  it  more  than  mere  '  expenses  '  for 
our  champion.    I  will  start  the  ball  with  a  small  one. 

"  This  challenge,  if  it  is  a  challenge,  is  hurriedly  gotten 
up.  Without  consultition  with  any  person,  it  seems  to  me 
that  if  our  English  friends  want  to  get  Reub.  Leonard 
over  there  to  cast  in  order  to  prove  that  American  rods 
are  the  best,  they  should  offer  direct  inducements  for  him 
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to  cross  the  water  and  cast  in  their  contests.  It  is  nothing 
to  me,  nor  to  thousands  of  others,  that  Reub.  Leonard 
has  beaten  the  world's  record  in  fly  casting.  It  is  much 
to  the  firm  that  Reuben  works  for,  and  after  considering 
the  subject  in  that  iight  I  think  that  they,  and  not  we, 
should  send  Reuben  over  the  pond  to  a  fly  casting  contest. 

"Tked  Mather." 


KIRBY'S  STRAIGHT-PULL  SEA 
PATERNOSTER. 

(KIRBY'S  PATENT.) 


In  sea  fishing  we  have  all  found  the  want  of  a 
■boom  for  paternosters  that  will  permit  of  a 
straight  line  being  established  between  the  hooked 
fish  and  the  rod  point.  Mr.  Kirby's  invention 
seems  to  fill  the  bill  in  a  way  that  no  other 
apparatus  does.  It  is  neat,  workman-like,'  and 
simple,  and  we  can  confidently  recommend  it  to 
oui-  readers.  To  eyes  long  accastomed  to  the  old 
booms  the  wire  looks  slight,  but  there  the  puU 
was  transverse,  here  it  is  direct,  and,  given  greater 
strength  under  tension,  fineness  is  no  drawback, 
but  a  manifest  advantage.  "  Good  wine  needs  no 
bush."  and  the  straight-pull  paternoster  boom  will 
boom  itself  amongst  our  ever-increasing  army  of 
sea  anglers.  We  may  mention  that  Messrs.  AUcock 
and  Co.,  Standard  Works,  Redditch,  are  the  sole 
manufacturers  and  agents  for  the  patentee. 

The  following  is  what  the  inventor  claims  for 
his  patent : 

"  In  the  old-fashioned  sea  paternoster  the 
booms  wei-e  rigidly  set  in  swivels  at  a  right  angle. 
As  a  result  of  this  defect  in  design,  when  a  fish 
was  hooked,  the  strain  or  drag  was  accentuated 
at  the  right  angle,  and,  in  the  effort  to  overcome 


Fig.  1.— The  old-fashioned  paternoster,  showing  result 
of  transverse  strain  on  playing  a  fish  :  (o)  swivel  bent  and 
jammed ;  (h)  boom  bent  and  weakened. 


Fig.  2. — Kirby's  Patent  Straight-pull,  showirg  the 
action  of  the  lead  upon  the  short  lever  arm  (A.)  keeping 
the  long  arm  or  boom  extended. 


bending  and  the  necessary  unbending  soon 
rendered  the  Paternoster  broken  and  useless. 

"In  Kirby's  Patent  Straight-pull  Paternoster 
(see  Fig.  2),  the  boom  or  long  arm  is  made  with  a 
short  lever  arm  A,  consisting  of  two  loops,  by 
means  of  which  loops  the  boom  is  hung  and 
revolves  upon  and  between  two  swivels.  The 
weight  of  the  lead  acting  upon  the  short  lever 
arm  A  will  keep  the  boom  extended  at  all  needful 
times.  The  bait  fishes  straight,  and  the  fish  bites, 
and  is  struck  and  played,  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
rod  point  (see  Pig.  3). 

"In  Kirby's  Patent  Straight-pull  Paternoster 
the  material  strain  being  always  longitudinal, 
very  fine  wire  is  used  in  place,  of  the  heavy 
metal  necessary  in  the  old  tackles  where  the  pull 
was  transverse.  These  booms  are  tested  up  to 
401b.  dead  weight. 


Fig.  3. —  Kiray's  Straight-pull  Paternoster,  showing 
the  tackle  in  action  when  a  tish  has  taken  the  bait — a 
mechanically  perfect  action. 

that  right  angle  and  establish  a  straight  line,  the 
boom  became  bent  and  weakened,  and  the  upper 
portion  of  the  swivel  became  bent  and  often 
jammed,  as  in  Fig.  1,    The  repetition  of  this 


THE  HUDSON  RIVER  AS  A  SALMON 
STREAM.* 

{Continued  from  page  191.) 

By  A.  Nelson  Cheney. 
I  BELIEVE  it  unnecessaiy  to  quote  further  from 
old  records  and  laws  to  prove  that  the  Hudson 
river  was  not  originally  a  natural  salmon  stream. 
The  evidence  is  chiefly  of  a  negative  character, 
but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  conclusive. 

What  has  been  done  to  make  the  Hudson  a 
salmon  stream  has  been  done  within  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  and  I  will  rehearse  the  opera- 
tions of  the  National  and  State  Fish  Commissions 
to  this  end  as  briefly  as  possible. 

Beginning  with  1873,  and  continuing  for  three 
years  after,  the  Fish  Commission  of  New  York 
planted  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Hudson  a  quantity 
of  fry  of  the  Pacific  salmon,  hatched  from  eggs 
fui-nished  by  the  United  States  Fish  Commission. 
Several  hundred  thousand  fry  were  planted,  but 
so  far  as  known,  after  going  to  sea  as  smolts,  not 
a  single  fish  returned  to  the  river,  and  this  is  true 
also  of  other  plantings  of  this  species  of  salmon 
in  other  Atlantic  coast  rivers. 

In  1891  the  late  Col.  MarshaU  McDonald,  then 
United  States  Commissioner  of  Fisheries, 
requested  me  to  make  an  examination  of  some 
tributaries  of  the  upper  Hudson,  with  a  view  to 
making  a  plant  of  yearling  quinnat  salmon.  He 
was  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  attempt  to 
stock  the  Atlantic  rivers  with  the  fry  of  this  fish 
was  an  abject  failure,  but  at  the  Wytheville  station 
of  the  commission,  in  Virginia,  rainbow  trout 
from  California  had  been  established  in  the 
hatchery  stream  by  planting  fingerling  fish  after 
plantings  of  fry  of  this  species  of  fish  had  failed, 
and  he  desired  to  try  a  like  experiment  with  the 
salmon  also  from  the  Pacific  Coast.  I  selected 
several  streams  in.  Vermont,  tributary  to  the 
Battenkill  river,  which  in  turn  flows  into  the 
Hudson.  The  streams  were  free  from  everything 
injurious  to  young  salmon,  and  there  were  no 
natural  or  artificial  obstructions  in  them.  Later 
I  went  to  Vermont  with  one  of  the  United  States 
Fish  Commission  cars,  and  planted  several 
thousand  yearling  California  salmon  in  the 
streams  selected  for  the  purpose.  Not  one  of 
them  has  ever  been  heard  of  since  they  went 
down  to  the  sea. 

The  experiment  of  stocking  the  Hudson  with 
Atlantic  salmon  (salar)  was  begun  in  1882,  at 
which  time  225,000  fry  were  planted  in  small 
streams  tributary  to  the  head  of  the  river  about 
260  miles  above  Sandy  Hook.  Nothing  was  heard 
from  this  plant  until  1886,  or  four  years  after, 
when  adult  fish  returned  to  the  river,  fish 
weighing  from  91b.  to  161b.,  and  ascended  to  Troy, 
where  they  were  stopped  by  the  State  dam. 
Every  year  since,  with  one  exception,  plants  of 
salmon  fry  or  yearlings  have  been  made  in  the 
river,  and  every  year  adult  fish  have  been 
captured  in  the  lower  river  by  the  net  fisher- 
men. 

One  thing  has  been  proven  to  my  satisfaction, 
beyond  peradventure,  by  these  experiments.  The 
young  of  the  Salnw  solar,  when  planted  in  the 
Hudson,  do  not  go  to  the  sea  until  they  are  two 
years  old,  and  they  return  from  the  sea  when  they 
are  four  years  old. 

If  I  should  make  this  statement  before  a 
European  audience,  I  would  be  accused  of  rank 

*  Read  at  National  Fisheries  Congress,  Tampa,  Fla. 


heresy,  and  possibly  here  in  T^n^pa  d-eJeg;  tes  to 
the  National  Fisheries  Congres'a  will  desire  to 
know  what  proof  1  have  of  this  assertion.  I 
planted  salmon  fry  in  a  trout  stream  tributary  to 
the  Hudson  which  had  never  contained  salmon, 
and  it  was  two  years  before  they  arrived  at  the 
smolt  stage  and  took  their  departure  for  the  sea 
in  silvery  livery.  Selecting  another  stream,  I 
made  a  like  plant,  and  it  was  two  years  befoi'ethe 
pair  put  on  the  smolt  dress,  and,  turning  their 
tails  to  the  sea,  drifted  down  with  the  current. 
During  the  past  forrteen  yeai-s  I  have  planted 
salar  fry  in  various  streams,  and  always  in 
a  new  stream  where  they  could  be  watched,  that 
no  mistake  would  be  made,  they  have  remained 
for  two  years  befoi-e  going  to  sea.  Since  the  first 
plant  of  salar  ivj,  a  total  of  .3,486,000  have  been 
planted  in  the  Hudson  River,  this  number  in- 
cluding 12,000  yearlings.  All  the  eggs  were 
furnished  by  the  United  States  Fish  Commission, 
and  came  from  the  Penobscot  River  in  Maire. 
For  a  number  of  years  after  the  initial  plant  tie 
United  States  paid  all  the  expenses  of  batching 
and  distributing  the  young  fish,  but  later 
the  Government  furnished  the  eggs,  and  the 
Fisheries,  Game  and  Forest  Commission  of  New 
York  hatched  and  planted  the  fish  at  the  expense 
of  the  State. 

It  is  of  record  that  in  one  year  over  300  adult 
salmon,  fish  from  101b.  to  38lb.  each,  were  taken  in 
nets  in  the  lower  Hudson,  every  fish  taken  con- 
trary to  law.  It  is  true  that  some  salmon  taken 
in  nets  are  released  by  the  fishermen,  but  the 
high  price  olfered  for  Hudson  River  salmon  ia 
the  New  York  markets  sorely  tempts  a  fisherman 
to  kill  such  salmon  as  may  be  takea  in  his  net, 
instead  of  releasing  them  uninjured,  as  the  law 
directs.  Fishways  have  been  erected  in  the  Hud- 
son by  the  State  at  Troy,  Mechanicsville,  and 
Thomson's  Mills,  but  other  fishways  must  be 
built  before  the  river  is  open  to  the  fish  from  the 
sea  to  the  pure  water  of  the  upper  river,  where 
the  salmon  would  naturally  go  to  find  spawning 
grounds. 

The  Cohoos  Falls,  on  the  Mohawk,  is  to-day  as 
much  of  a  bar  to  the  upward  migration  of  salmon 
as  when  Jasper  Diinker  made  the  entry  in  his 
journal  in  1680,  which  I  have  quoted. 

Baker's  Fall,  on  the  main  river,  has  been 
supposed  to  be  one  of  the  causes  why  salmon 
never  frequented  the  river  at  the  times  they 
ran  into  the  Connecticut.  These  falls  stopped 
the  shad,  and  it  has  bsen  said  that  they  would 
stop  salmon.  Possibly  they  would,  but  I  visited 
the  falls  with  the  late  Commissioner  McDonald, 
and  we  were  both  of  the  opinion  that  it  was 
possible  for  salmon  to  surmount  them  on  the 
proper  stage  of  water.  Why  the  Hudson  was  not 
originally  a  salmon  stream,  when  the  Connecticut, 
a  neighbouring  river,  was,  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
explain.  It  may  have  been  that  Cohoes,  and 
other  falls  on  the  main  river  and  its  tributaries, 
operated  as  a  bar  to  keep  them  from  proper 
spawning  grounds,  but  one  thing  has  been 
demonstrated  most  fully  :  The  Hudson  river  of 
to-day,  with  its  sewage  from  towns,  and  poisons 
from  mills  and  factories,  does  not  deter  salmon 
from  entering  from  the  sea,  once  the  fry  are 
planted  in  its  headwaters,  and  with  fishways  in 
all  the  obstructions,  natui-al  and  artificial,  it  could 
be  made  a  self-sustaining  salmon  river,  if  the 
millers  would  obey  the  law,  while  the  State 
Fisheries  Commission  aided  Nature  in  keeping 
up  the  supply  of  young  fish  by  artificially  hatching 
the  eggs.  Col.  McDonald  told  me  on  more  than 
one  occasion  that  if  the  Hudson  was  open  to  the 
salmon,  and  proper  efliorts  were  made  to  keep  iij) 
the  supply  of  young  fish,  and  netting  regulations 
were  enforced,  the  river  would,  from  its  salmon, 
add  100,000  dols.  a  year  of  profit  to  the  State 
financially,  while  largely  augmenting  the  food 
supply.   


The  Haddon  Libkary. — Sir  Edward  Grey 
will  contribute  a  book  on  angling  to  the  Haddon 
Library  dealing  with  sport,  natural  history,  and 
open  air  life,  which  Messrs.  Dent  have  in  hand. 
The  joint  editors  of  the  library  are  the  Marquis 
of  Granby  and  George  A.  B.  Dewar,  who  will 
themselves  contribute  books  on  sport  and  natural 
history  to  the  series.  Dean  Hole  will  write  on 
gardens  and  gardening.  The  library  will  be  well 
illustrated  and  most  carefully  produced,  and  it 
will  appeal  in  particular  to  all  lovers  of  nature. 
Other  volumes  will  be  announced  later. 
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FOR,  THE 
■  SEASON. 


TROUTING 


In  the  course  of  a  walk  along  most  of  the 
Darenth  the  other  day,  I  saw  some  very  fair 
shows  of  trout,  and  they  appear  in  fair  condition 
for  the  time  of  year,  and  in  some  cases  were 
rising  somewhat  freely. 

One  old  stager  had  fairly  taken  up  his  spring 
quarters  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Plough  water, 
just  below  Batten's  garden,  and  was  rising  in 
the_  same  spot  time  after  time  in  a  perfectly 
business-like  manner. 

Tiie  pool  seemed  quite  deserted,  not  even  the 
"  rising  "  generation,  often  so  much  in  evidence 
all  over  the  place,  being  visible.  This  was, 
perhaps,  owing  to  the  cold  east  wind  then  blowing. 
In  sheltered  spots,  all  down  the  river  to  Horton 
Kirby,  fish  were  showing,  though  seldom  seeming 
to  be  settled  down.  The  well-known  fish  opposite 
the  lawn  at  the  Lion  are  only  feeding  in  a 
tentative  manner.  Perhaps  they  miss  the  series 
of  artificial  flies  which,  during  the  season,  come 
down  so  regularly  over  their  noses,  and  which 
they  generally  regard,  or  disregard,  with  such 
scornful  smiles. 

The  river  seems  in  fair  order,  with  a  tendency 
to  be  rather  too  low  and  clear.  Many  of  the  fish 
were  feeding  on  the  bottom,  which  was  natural, 
considering  that  the  flies  were  so  small  as  to  be 
invisible  from  the  bank. 

Among  the  fish  I  noticed  several  over  a  pound 
each,  and  these  would,  of  course,  be  much  heavier 
by  the  time  the  season  begins.  Most  of  the  good 
fish  were  in  the  lower  Darenth;  those  which  I 
saw  up  near  to  Otford  being  decidedly  smaller. 

The  river  bed  is  clean,  and  there  is  plenty  of 
star- wort  and  other  healthy  weed  growing  up,  and 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  pollution  was 
visible  in  the  upper  i caches  ;  but  some  damage 
has  been  done  below  South  Darenth  by  accidental 
escape  of  poisonous  matter  from  the  mill. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  hear  that  the  owner  has 
expressed  his  regret,  and  given  assurances  that 
every  precaution  will  be  taken  against  recurrence 
of  the  misfortune.  Of  course,  this  will  not 
restore  the  fish  that  have  been  killed  ;  but  it  is 
much  better  than  assuming  the  "  can't  help  it"  or 
"  it  isn't  my  fault "  attitude,  which  is  not 
altogether  unknown  among  non-angling  mill 
owners. 

To  sum  up,  I  think  the  expectant  anglers  may 
be  assured  that,  as  far  as  is  known  at  present, 
prospects  are  good.  The  season  opens  on  the 
'•Lion  "water  on  April  1,  and  on  "Plough  "at 
Easter.    Day  tickets :  Lion,  5s. ;  Plough,  2s.  6d. 

J.  Paul  Taylor. 


of  occasional  service.  The  bird  is  common  enough, 
but  takes  some  shooting.  The  writer  once  saw 
nine  knocked  down  by  boys  with  hedge  stakes 
while  intent  on  hawking  a  flight  of  Red  Spinners. 

Theush. 

Fig.  88.— Primary.  Fig.  89.— Secondary. 


THE  FLY  DRESSER'S  BIRDS 
(WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS)  .f 

{Continued  from  page  187.) 

By  G.  E.  M.  S. 

Starling,  North  American. — Arundo  gives 
a  di-essing  of  what  he  calls  the  Silk  Fly,  hackled 
with  a  bright  yellow  hackle  from  the  breast  of 
this  bird.  It  is  unknown  to  the  writer.  It  is  a 
bird  that  may  be  omitted  from  any  but  a  fancy 
collection. 

Stint.— See  Dunlin. 

Stormy  Petrel.— W.  Blacker,  in  his  "  Cate- 
chism of  Flymaking"  (1843),  gives  a  nameless 
Scotch  pattern  winged  with  this  bird  as  an 
alternative  to  starling  and  bunting.  The  bird 
must  be  difficult  to  get,  as  there  is  a  superstition 
against  shooting  Mother  Carey's  chickens. 

Summer  Duck.— ,S'ee  Teal,  Garganey. 

^WAN.— There  are  numerous  white  feathers 
suitable  for  winging  the  Coachman  and  other 
white  winged  flies. 

Swallow.— This  is  a  bird  of  little  value  to 
the  dresser,  and  may  be  omitted.  A  "  dark  blue 
feather  from  the  swallow  "  is  recommended  in  one 
of  the  books. 

*  Swift.— The  secondary  of  this  bird  is  used 
lor  wmgmg  certain  flies.  It  is  of  a  sha.bby  black, 
the  primary  is  too  short  in  the  fibre  for  any 
flies  but  the  smallest.  The  dark  brownish  black 
hackles  from  the  back  and  under  the  wing  are  also 

t  The  single  asterisk  points  out  what  the  author  thinks 
necessary  for  a  good  all-round  modern  ooUeotioa :  the 
Uouble  asterisk  those  which  no  fly  dresser  should  be 
witnout. 


Fig.  90. — Under  wing. 


Fig.  91.— Scapular. 


Tawny  Owl.— (See  Owl,  Brown. 
_  *  Teal.— The  primaries  and  secondaries  of  this 
bird,  like  those  of  the  duck  tribe  generally,  are 
too  coarse  for  use  for  dressing  Dans,  but  there  is 
a  nice  glossy  intermediate  feather  which  makes 

Great  Tit. 


Fig.  92.— Centre  tail  feather, 

very  pretty  dun  wings.  The  barred  black  and 
white  feather  from  the  side  is  more  useful  for 
lake  trout  and  sea  trout  flies  than  for  trout  flies, 
but  "  Teal  and  Red,"  dressed  small,  is  an  excellent 
Red  Spinner.    To  be  had  of  any  poulterer. 


*  Teal,  Garganey  (Summer  Duck).— A  good 
quill  can  be  stripped  from  the  blue  feather  of  this 
bird's  wing.  Its  breast  feathers  are  used  for 
May  Flies.  It  is  a  rare  bird— a  spring  visitant, 
seldom  breeding  in  this  country.  Procurable 
from  dealers  only. 

*  Tern,  Common.— /See  Sea  Swallow. 
Tern,  Roseate.  — A   sort  of  glorified  sea 

swallow,  useful  for  the  same  purposes,  and  much 
more  scarce. 

Throstle.— (See  Thrush. 

**  Thrush  (Throstle,  Mavis)  (Figs.  88  to  91).— 
The  wing  of  this  bird  affords  some  valuable 
feathers  (Figs.  88  and  89).  Many  of  the  secon- 
daries have  a  very  yellow  part  as  well  as  a  brown 
part.  The  yellow  part  is  used  in  Derbyshire 
for  a  variety  of  Throstle-winged  Duns,  while 
the  brown  part  of  the  feather  makes  an  excellent 
wing  for  a  Dark  Olive.  These  feathers  work 
up  very  sweetly  and  cleanly.  There  is  also 
a  yellow  hackle  underneath  the  wing  (Fig.  90) 
which  is  used  for  dressing  hackled  varieties 
of  similar  flies;  and  the  brown  hackle  on  the 
knot  of  the  shoulder  (Fig.  91)  makes  good  brown 
olive  legs  for  a  sunk  fly,  though,  perhaps,  a 
little  coarse  in  texture.  There  is  great  range  of 
colour  in  this  bird.  The  enamel  stripped  from 
back  and  front  of  the  primary  and  secondary 
makes  some  nice  quills  for  bodies.  The  bird  is  not 
difficult  to  procure.  Londoners  can  get  it  in 
Leadenhall,  and  countrymen  anywhere. 

Tit,  Blue.— The  tail  of  this  handsome  and 
common  little  bird  is  often  used  as  a  substitute 
for  that  of  the  great  or  ox-eyed  tit  for  the  wing 
of  the  Iron  Blue  Dun ;  but  it  is  not  quite  the 
right  colour.  The  bird  is  found  in  most  gardens, 
particularly  in  fruit  gardens. 

#*  Tit,  Great,  or  Ox-Eyed  (Fig.  92).— The 
tail  of  this  bird  affords  the  feather  par  excellence 
for  winging  the  Iron  Blue  Dun,  though  the  wing 
is  not  to  be  despised.  The  feathers  are,  however, 
very  tender,  and  when  wet  shrink  into  small 
compass.  The  tail  feather  is  sometimes  wound 
as  a  hackle.  The  central  tail  feather  affords 
the  best  wings.  Much  l?ss  common  than  the 
last. 

*  Turkey.  —  Practically  speaking,  for  small 
fly  dressing  no  part  of  the  turkey  is  much  used, 
except  the  tail  feathers.  Alders,  March  Browns, 
Governors,  and  Dark  Sedges  can  be  winged  from 
these,  and  for  these  purposes  the  feathers  of  the 
turkey  poult,  being  younger  and  finer,  are  best. 
The  tougher  fibres  of  the  same  feathers  of  older 
birds  can  be  wound  as  quills  or  herls  to  form  the 
bodies  of  small  flies.  Aldam's  Tail-y-tail  is  an 
example  of  this.  A  large  variety  of  shades  of 
feather  can  be  had,  from  a  pale  blue  with  a  sandy 
freckle,  to  near  black  with  a  dark  cinnamon 
freckle. 

TwiNK.— (See  Chaffinch. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  GRAND  MANURE  FOR 
VEGETABLES. 


So  many  of  our  readers  live  in  the  country  and 
grow  their  own  potatoes  and  other  vegetables 
that  we  are  very  glad  to  draw  their  attention  to 
the  following  extract  from  the  Morning  Post  of 
March  3; 

"  The  report  on  the  Calne  agricultural  experi- 
ments, conducted  iinder  the  auspices  of  the  Wilts 
County  Council  in  1897,  just  published,  contains 
much  information  that  should  be  of  considerable 
practical  value.  The  potato  crop  is  subjected  to 
severe  tests  of  varied  descriptions  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  as  nearly  as  possible  the  conditions, 
physical  and  chemical,  under  which  it  thrives  and 
yields  most  profitably.  Naturally  the  tuber  is  a 
lover  of  light,  friable  soil ;  but  it  has  been  culti- 
vated with  considerable  success  on  the  stiff  clay 
plots  at  the  Quemerford  station,  the  average  yield 
working  out  at  about  nine  tons  per  acre.  On 
these  plots  the  crop  responded  liberally  to  the 
manurial  treatment,  the  artificial  dressings  in 
particular  exercising  a  very  potent  influence  for 
good.  The  most  economical  return  was  obtained 
from  a  mixture  of  superphosphate,  kainit,  aad 
nitrate  of  soda — termed  the  complete  chemical — 
applied  at  the  rate  of  82cwt.  per  acre.  Costing 
£2  2s.,  this  dressing  gave  the  handsome  gross 
gain  ©f  £7  13s.,  or  the  net  profit  of  £5  lis.  per 
acre.    Half  the  quantity  (4jcwt.)  of  the  same 
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mixture  jielded  a  net  profit  of  £4  7s.  M.,  but 
from  12|cwt.  only  £4  43.  6d.  was  obtained.  As 
may  be  imagined  from  the  foregoing  figures,  the 
complete  chemical  manure  was  the  most  effectual. 
Omitting  potash,  the  profit  was  £2  16s.  3d. ;  when 
nitrate  of  soda  was  left  out  it  fell  to  £1  4s.  6d. ; 
but  the  omission  of  superphosphate  was  more 
forcibly  emphasised  still  by  a  loss  of  about  9s.  per 
acre,  instead  of  a  gain.  The  importance  of 
superphosphate  to  the  tuber  crop  is  thus  further 
accentuated." 

[Having  had  excellent  results  from  their  potato 
and  vegetable  seeds  in  a  garden  less  than  three 
miles  from  St.  Paul's,  we  asked  Messrs.  Sutton, 
of  Reading,  if  they  could  recommend  the  manure 
mentioned  for  vegetables  generally,  and  they 
replied  that  they  can,  that  it  should  be  used  in 
the  proportion  of  one  third  of  each  of  the 
chemicals  named,  and  that  any  respectable 
manure  merchant  will  supply  it.  We  shall  try 
it.— Ed.  F.  (?.] 


THE  FISHING  TACKLE  EXHIBITS, 
&c.,  AT  THE  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 

The  excellent  exhibition  at  the  Westminster 
Aquarium  of  fishing  tackle,  live  fish,  &c.,  is  well 
worthy  of  a  visit  from  any  one  interested  in  those 
matters,  and  the  managing  director,  Mr.  Ritchie, 
is  giving  such  an  excellent  entertainment  in 
addition,  that  anglers  may  well  take  their  families 
to  see  the  show  on  the  stage  while  they  inspect 
the  thousands  of  rods,  reels,  flies,  &c.,  which  have 
been  collected  for  their  special  delectation. 

Taking  the  exhibitors  in  the  order  in  which 
they  appear  in  the  catalogue  (we  are  sorry  not  to 
find  Mr.  Murton  of  Newcastle,  Mr.  George 
Holland  of  Winchester,  Mr.  Gillett  of  Fetter-lane, 
and  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  of  Hyde-park  Comer, 
among  the  exhibitors  this  year),  we  will  begin 
with 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick, 
(Stands  No.  1  to  3).— Messrs.  Hardy  have  three 
stands  this  year,  making  a  very  fine  display  of 
the  first-class  goods  for  which  they  are  famous. 
They  have  improved  their  "  Silex  "  reel,  of  which 
we  have  previously  spoken  very  favourably,  and 
it  is  now  one  of  the  most  perfect  bits  of 
mechanism  ever  put  together  for  the  purpose  of 
casting  out  a  bait  or  winding  in  a  fish.  Every 
spinner  should  ask  to  see  the  very  simple  action 
of  this  reel,  which  can  be  used  for  aH  kinds  of 
fishing,  including  bait,  float,  fly,  and  sea  fishing 
for  which  latter  Messrs.  Hardy  make  it  in  large 
size,  and  of  non-rusting  material.  Their  capital 
sea  fishing  rods  are  fitted  with  oscillating  "pulley  " 
rings,  which  enable  one  to  use  the  sea  rod  in  any 
position.  They  have  not  improved  their  fishing 
creel.  Mr.  John  J.  Hardy  is  probably  justified  in 
thinking  that  there  is  not  much  room  for  im- 
provement in  that,  at  any  rate.  Everybody 
knows  Hardy's  spiral  lockfast  joint;  they  still 
use  that  on  the  majority  of  their  rods,  but 
have  a  few  fitted  with  the  "Lloyd"  treble 
grip  lockfast  join,  this  is  the  invention  of 
Mr  N.  Lloyd,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
and  if  it  works  as  well  in  practice  as  it  does  on 
exhibition  it  will  beat  anything  of  the  kind  we 
have  ever  seen.  Among  the  many  splendid 
rods  we  handled  were  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy's  own 
favourite  17ft.  9in.  salmon— a  double  built  steel 
centre  split  cane,  with  which  he  has  killed 
many  salmon,  and  made  some  extraordinary  casts. 
The  16ft.  "  Hi  Regan "  pattern  is  another  old 
friend,  but  we  doubt  it  in  many  respects  it 
would  be  possible  to  improve  on  it,  or  on  the 
"  Houghton  "  pattern  split  cane  dry  fly  rod,  that 
18  for  most  anglers.  Of  course,  the  "  Priceless  " 
is  an  exquisite  bit  of  work,  and  an  exquisite  rod, 
and  a  most  faithful  copy  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Halford's 
favourite  pattern;  but  too  powerful  to  swing 
comfortably  all  day,  unless  you  are  blest  with  a 
wnst  of  steel,  which  never  tires.  With  these 
powerful  cane  rods  you  must  use  a  heavy  reel 
line  to  get  the  power  out  of  the  rod,  and  we  are 
more  than  ever  convinced  that  for  all  ordinary 
work  heavy  wrist-straining  rods  and  lines  are 
quite  a  mistake.  This  ought  to  be  a  self  evident 
proposition,  but  unfortunately  it  is  not,  as  we 
have  met  anglers  who  make  an  unnecessary 
labour  of  their  fishing,  simply  because  thev 
thought  a  heavy  reel  line  the  proper  and  correct 
thing.   Speaking  of  lines  reminds  us  that  Messrs. 


Hardy  have  beautifully  dressed  lines  of  all  kinds, 
and  a  patent  line  drying  machine  to  wind  them 
on  after  use.  It  takes  to  pieces  and  goes  into  a 
small  box,  and  when  your  line  is  wound  on  to  it 
you  can  hang  butt,  reel,  and  winder  on  a  peg,  out 
of  the  way  of  cats  and  housemaids.  We  are 
sorry  to  say  so,  but  prawning  for  salmon  seems 
to  be  getting  more  general  every  year,  so  much  so 
that  special  rods  are  now  built  for  this  form 
of  salmon  fishing,  and  one  of  the  best  is  the 
'  Murdoch"  pattern,  and  those  who  care 
to  kill  the  king  of  fish  with  anything  but 
fly  and  fly  rod,  will  not  find  a  better 
tool  than  the  "  Murdoch "  prawning  rod. 
Mr.  Murdoch  himself  would  not  think  of  using  a 
prawn  on  fly  water ;  but  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  since  the  introduction  of  prawns,  gudgeons, 
and  minnows,  many  a  water  which  was  good  for 
fly  is  ruined  for  that  form  of  sport.  Ask  a  Scotch 
gillie  of  the  old  school  what  he  thinks  of  prawning 
for  salmon — well,  if  he  is  wise,  he'll  not  say ;  too 
many  anglers  resort  to  prawning  now  to  make  it 
a  popular  thing  to  speak  one's  mind  about  it. 
For  our  part  we  should  like  to  see  it  considered 
as  bad  form  to  use  prawn  on  a  salmon  fly  water, 
as  it  is  to  use  the  "  Alexandra  "  on  a  trout  fly  water. 
Nottingham  reels  are  made  by  Messrs.  Hardy  at 
a  very  [reasonable  price,  fitted  with  their  patent 
brake,  which  acts  as  a  silent  check,  except  when 
you  are  making  a  cast.  It  is  well  worth  inspection 
and  trial.  We  should  like  to  call  special  attention 
to  the  very  fine  and  varied  show  they  have  of  rods 
and  tackle,  and  flies  of  all  kinds. 

Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.  (Stand  No.  4),  137, 
St.  John-street-road,  E.C.— If  Messrs.  Carter  and 
Co.'s  name  is  not  known  to  any  part  of  the  angling 
world,  it  ought  to  be,  for  it  has  been  on  the  front 
of  our  paper  now  every  week  for  about  twenty 
years,  and  Mr.  Carter  has  never  any  hesitation  in 
acknowledging  the  wide  and  high-class  character 
of  the  circulation  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as 
proved  by  the  trade  they  do  through  their 
advertisement  in  our  paper.  Mr.  Carter  showed 
us  some  excellent  40-yard  double  taper  fly  lines, 
with  a  nice  pliant  dressing  on  them,  at  9s.  each. 
Then  their  pigskin  pocket  fly  case  to  hold  casts 
and  a  few  flies,  if  necessary,  and  other  solid  leather 
tackle  case  and  fly  hooks,  would  make  an  old  school 
angler  stare,  both  as  regards  the  excellence  of 
make  and  material  and  the  very  moderate  price. 
The  "  Wagtail "  bait  continues  to  be  in  gi-eat 
demand,  and  we  prefer  it  to  their  new  bait  called 
the  "  Catch-a-lot."  They  have  a  tray  of  other 
curipus  metal  baits,  "  made  abroad."  They 
remind  one  of  instruments  of  torture  made  for  the 
Inquisition,  and  the  hooks  are  far  too  big  for  the 
baits — regular  pot  hooks  in  fact.  One  of  the 
things  which  more  than  one  firm  at  the  exhibition 
is  showing  is  an  extremely  good-looking  telescopic 
gaff  at  a  very  low  price.  Messrs.  Carter's  ask 
lis.  6d.  for  theirs,  and  if  it  is  real  steel,  and  as 
true  in  that  respect  as  it  looks,  it  is  very  cheap — 
in  fact,  half  the  price  such  a  thing  used  to 
be ;  but  we  advised  Messrs.  Carter  t)  have 
the  edge  on  the  inside  of  the  hook  of  the  gaff 
flat,  and  not  a  sharp  edge  as  it  is  now.  We 
should  have  tested  the  gaff,  but  you  cannot  pull 
much  against  this  sharp  edge.  May  Fly  anglers 
should  ask  to  see  the  "  Nottage  "  May  Fly,  made 
for  a  customer  of  that  name,  a  parson — what  a 
lot  of  good  parsons  are  also  good  anglers  1  It  is  a 
very  neat  fly  indeed,  with  a  transparent  quill  over 
the  body,  2s.  6d.  a  dozen.  Among  other  odds 
and  ends  we  noticed  were  hanks  of  100  strands  of 
really  fine  salmon  gut  at  50s. ;  a  lovely  big  salmon 
reel  of  ebonite  and  gunmetal  at  25s. ;  100yds.  of 
Irish  blow  line  (silk  loosely  plaited)  for  Ss.  6d. ; 
tapered  gut  fly  casts  at  6d.  each,  and  very  fair 
too ;  a  sea  reel.  Sin.  in  diameter,  at  8s.  6d. ;  an 
extra  light  4|in.  aluminium  salmon  reel,  with  gun- 
metal  _  bearings,  at  253. — which  shows  how 
aluminium  is  coming  down  in  price ;  pump 
dressed  double  tapered  salmon  lines ;  strong  sea 
rods  at  15s. ;  a  nearly  solid  cane  pike  rod  at  223. ; 
a  lovely  22s.  greenheart  fly  rod.  Then  in  split 
canes,  with  and  without  steel  centres,  Messrs. 
Carter  make  a  good  show  ;  the  "  Dixon  "  pattern, 
10ft.,  £2  5s.,  with  inlaid  handle,  we  like  much, 
and  so  you  go  on  up  to  their  18ft.  salmon  rods. 

Messrs.  King,  Malcom,  and  Co.,  19,  Leicester- 
square  (Stand  405). — We  were  glad  to  see  our  old 
friend  Mr.  Malcom  again ;  he  was  for  so  many 
years  manager  for  the  late  well-known  waterproof 
makers,  Woolgar  and  Co.  Mr.  Malcom  is  an 
angler,  and  we  can  advise  anyone  panting  water- 


proof fishing  goods  to  consult  him.  He  wiU 
listen  to  theories  by  the  dozen,  and  to  bring  you 
back  to  practical  every-day  life  shows  you  a  pair 
of  solid  cowhide  fishing  brogues  in  brown  and 
black,  with  waterproof  soles.  The  firm  also 
shows  first-class  tanned  Angola  wading  stockings, 
extra  proofed  with  pure  rubber ;  non-absorbent 
fishing  jackets ;  ladies  fishing  skirts  and  jackets, 
in  a  new  light  non-absorbent  material;  a  new 
fishing  cap,  with  cape,  in  extra  light  waterproof 
Tweed  ;  and  the  "  Shanghae  "  cloth,  for  fishing 
jackets  and  coats — sUky  in  appearance,  yet  light 
in  weight.  Trout  fishing  extra  strong  thigh  boots, 
and  other  things  in  the  waterproof  line,  most 
reliable  in  quality  and  moderate  in  pi-ice. 

Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford,  of  Pittville 
Gates,  Cheltenham,  and  19,  Leicester-square, 
London  (Stand  No.  6).  —  One  of  the  novelties 
exhibited  by  this  firm  is  a  useful  combination 
bag.  Opened  to  its  full  size  it  is  intended  to  hold 
salmon,  pike,  or  other  large  fish,  as  well  as  the 
angler's  tackle,  lunch,  &c.  By  a  simple  arrange- 
ment of  straps,  the  same  bag,  folded  once,  can  be 
used  for  trout  or  other  fish.  It  would  be  a  very 
good  thing  to  carry  when  you  have  a  chance  of 
big  as  well  as  small  fish.  We  tried  several  of 
Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford's  greenheart  and 
whole  cane  rods.  They  teU  us  that  blue  mahoe 
is  becoming  so  difficult  to  get  really  good,  that 
they  are  turning  their  attention  more  than  ever  to 
the  popular  favourite  greenheart.  They  still  have 
a  few  mahoe  rods  left,  but  it  is  pretty  evident 
that  rods  of  this  wood,  so  much  prized  by  some 
anglers,  will  soon  be  unobtainable.  A  special  rod 
made  by  this  firm  is  the  "  Eureka,"  which  can  be 
used  as  a  single  10ft.  fly  rod,  or  as  a  double- 
handed  15ft.  fly  rod  ;  part  of  the  longer  rod  can 
be  used  as  a  landing  handle,  and  wading  staff. 
They  have  some  well  made  trout  and  salmon  flies 
on  exhibition,  and  the  pike  and  general  angler 
should  not  overlook  their  stand.  We  shall  refer 
to  their  new  combination  bag  on  another  occasion, 
and  give  an  illustration  of  it. 

At  Stand  No.  7  may  be  seen  the  unrivalled 
"  Ceres "  letter  and  card  files,  cabinets,  writing 
tables,  desks,  &c.  Although  not  exactly  fishing 
tackle,  they  will  be  found  extremely  useful  by  all 
who  have  to  tackle  fishiug  club  secretarial  duties. 
We  can  speak  from  long  experience  of  the  value 
and  sterling  quality  of  Mr.  Vernon's  inventions ; 
they  are  worthy  of  careful  examination. 

Almost  surrounded  by  the  attractive  boats, 
skiffs,  punts,  Sec,  exhibited  by  our  leading  boat 
builders,  is  Stand  No.  11,  at  which  Messrs. 
Benetfink  and  Co.,  of  Cheapside,  E.G.,  have  a 
varied  exhibit,  not  quite  complete  when  we  saw  it, 
of  split  cane,  greenheart,  and  other  rods,  at  very 
moderate  prices ;  and  as  far  as  we  could  judge  in 
the  peculiar  Aquarium  light,  their  floating  double- 
winged  trout  and  grayling  flies,  on  eyed  hooks,  at 
Is.  6d.  a  dozen,  are  very  good  for  the  money,  as 
also  is  their  special  guinea  fly  rod.  This  rod  is 
made  from  9ft.  to  12ft.  in  length,  has  double  brazed 
and  bronzed  ferrules,  graduated  winch  fittings, 
snake  rings,  cork  grip,  two  tops,  and  put  up  in  a 
bag  with  landing  net  handle.  This  is  their  special 
rod,  and  made  either  stiff  or  whippy,  to  suit 
purchasers. 

At  Stand  No.  15  is  an  exhibit  of  Schering's 
"Formalin"  by  the  Formalin  Hygienic 
Company,  Ltd.,  9,  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  London. 
Formalin  is  gaining  ground  as  a  first-class  bait 
preservative,  and  will  prove  invaluable  to  all  who 
wish  to  take  a  stock  of  preserved  natural  spinning 
baits  on  expeditions  where  fresh  ones  are  not  to 
bo  had. 

In  the  west  section,  Stand  No.  19  is  occupied  by 
the  attractive  exhibit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  R. 
Richardson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames.  Mi-s. 
Richardson  is  showing  eighty  gross,  or  over 
11,000  trout  and  grayling  flies,  her  chief  novelties 
being  Mr.  Walker's  patterns,  to  which  we  have 
already  called  attention.  Among  the  standard 
favourites,  we  may  select  for  honoiu-able  mention 
her  Olive  Hare's  Ear  in  two  shades,  light  and 
dark.  The  body  is  a  plain  olive  silk,  waxed,  with 
a  fine  gold  rib.  It  was  vei-y  successful  last  season. 
A  feature  of  Mrs.  Richardson's  dressing  is  that 
the  double  wings  look  like  single  ones ;  in  fact, 
it  is  often  only  by  dividing  them  with  a  fine 
knife  point  that  you  can  see  there  are  two 
feathers  in  each  wing.  She  also  makes  them  with 
single  feathers,  of  course,  but  the  double  wings 
stand  wear  much  better.  The  Iron  Blue  Dun 
wing  is  one  of  the  most  difiicult  of  all  to  match 
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properly,  but  as  far  as  we  could  judo;e  in  the  light 
available,  Mrs.  R.'s  dyed  stai-ling  looks  just  right 
— we  do  not  like  a  glossy  metallic  sheen  on  the 
wing  of  this  fly.  When  dry  fly  fishing  first  came 
in  about  twenty-five  years  ago  flies  with  rolled 
wings  were  much  used ;  Mrs.  Richardson  shows 
some,  but  says  there  is  not  much  demand  for 
them ;  they  remind  us  of  an  umbrella  blown 
inside  out  with  the  silk  clinging  round  the  ribs  on 
each  side.  Ginger  Quills  with  glossy  natural 
hackles  bring  to  mind  many  a  good  stretch  on 
the  Itchen  and  Test,  where  this  pattern  is  always 
in  season,  and  Mrs.  R.'s  May  Flies  make  one 
think  of  the  hawthorn-scented  June  breeze. 
Good  flies  and  good  gut  casts  are  naturally  linked 
together,  and  the  picked  tapered  3yd.  casts 
which  Mrs.  Richardson  makes  are  well  worth 
their  price  (l-Ss.  per  dozen).  She  tells  us  that  every 
strand  of  undrawn  gut  will  be  found  to  taper  more 
or  less.  We  knew  that  most  do,  hi\t  not  that  it 
was  the  rule,  almost  without  exception,  and  do 
not  understand  why  it  should  be  so.  Mr.  Richard- 
son was  proud  of  many  fine  rods  which  he  showed 
us,  including  an  Al  l<)|ft.  greenheart  at  30s.,  and 
a  i6ft.  unfinished  greenheart  salmon  rod  of  very 
even  action.  He  tells  us  that  he  is  taking  up 
greenheart  more  both  for  trout  and  salmon  rods, 
as  many  of  his  customers  for  whole  cane  fly  rods 
prefer  greenheart  for  salmon.  For  brook  fishing 
his  8ft.  6in.  "  Hackness  "  spliced  rod  is  well  suited 
— perhaps  a  little  too  stiif  for  some  tastes,  but  it 
is  astonishing  what  a  line  these  rods  will  cast 
considering  their  short  length.  With  Thames 
trout  fishing  so  near  at  hand  we  need  hardly  say 
more  than  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to  beat  the 
rod  made  after  the  pattern  of  the  late  J.  P. 
Wheeldon's  Thames  trout  spinning  rod.  J.  P.  W. 
had  his  share  of  Thames  trout,  though  he  did  not 
exactly  admit  it.  Other  rods  Mr.  R.  showed  us 
were  the  Kingston  punt  rod,  sea  rods,  pike  rode, 
and  English  made  split  cane;  he  expects  a 
further  supply  of  general  tackle  next  week,  a  very 
recent  family  loss  having  rather  upset  both  his 
and  Mrs.  R.'s  arrangements. 

Mr.  John  Enright,  of  Castleconnell.  near 
Limerick  (No.  20  Stand),  is  well  represented  here 
by  his  brother,  a  keen  young  angler,  who  showed 
us  excellent  samples  of  the  rods,  gut  lines,  and 
flies  for  which  the  Castleconnell  firm  have  such  a 
great  reputation.  If  there  is  not  quite  so  much 
finish  and  surface  show  about  Mr.  Em-ight's  rods 
— and  there  is  more  of  that  than  there  used  to 
be — there  is  no  question  as  to  the  sterling  quality 
of  the  famous  Castleconnell  rods.  A  rod  we 
liked  the  feel  of  very  much  was  a  three-piece 
splice  15ft.,  with  a  cork  handle  coming  down  to 
within  Gin.  of  the  keel  plates,  thus  giving  a  good 
grip  just  where  it  is  wanted,  especially  in  this 
make  of  rod,  which  play  down  to  the  very  button 
on  the  end  of  the  butt.  Other  sweet  handling 
rods  were  a  17ft.  salmon  for  £2  2s.  ;  a  light  16ft. 
ditto,  bought  by  Mr.  J.  Walters  ;  a  35s.  15ft. 
grilse  rod,  and  some  powerful  10ft.  and  12ft.  trout 
rods.  The  firm  has  a  fine  stock  of  selected  salmon 
and  trout  gut  casts,  at  lis.  a  dozen,  jn  six  sizes, 
up  to  stout  lake ;  3yds.  light  salmon  casts,  at 
Is.  6d.  ;  2s.  6d.  ditto,  medium  ;  and  4s.  6d.,  for 
which  they  have  most  sale.  Then  they  go  up  to 
12s.  6d.,  extra  stout,  for  big  rivers.  But  a  much 
cheaper,  and  quite  as  useful  a  cast,  is  their 
33.  treble  cast,  such  as  are  now  in  use  on  the 
Shannon  for  spring  fishing.  These  will  hold  a 
whale,  and,  as  well  as  the  traces  of  ti-eble  gut, 
are  twisted  by  their  own  fishermen.  In  addition 
to  grand  salmon  flies,  they  have  trout  flies  of  all 
kinds,  including  dry  flies  on  eyed  hooks.  We 
ordered  some  of  their  No.  C  pattern  Iron  Blue, 
which  seemed  to  be  a  capital  shade — always 
bearing  in  mind  the  light  they  were  seen  in. 
They  have  a  large  lot  of  well-seasoned  salmon 
and  trout  reel  lines,  including  the  "Archer" 
solid  spinning  line,  and  the  fly  which  has  been 
killing  most  salmon  on  the  Shannon  lately — 
namely,  the  Shannon  Devon,  made  specially  for 
them  with  extra  stout  triangles. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Ogden  Smith,  of  7,  London-road, 
Twickenham,  has  Stand  No.  23.  Mr.  Smith  not 
only  sells  good  fishing  tackle,  but  is  an  angler 
himself,  and  also  himself  mounts  fish,  and  shows 
some  specimens  which  do  him  credit.  His  half- 
guinea  cane  fly  rods  deserve  notice  by  all  who 
want  a  good  rod  at  a  very  moderate  price,  his  25s. 
greenheart  fly  rods,  5s.  Gd.  cane  punt  rods,  and  his 
now  well-known  "  All-round  Rod  "  at  25s.,  which 
makes  up  into  seven  different  rods  are  all  well 


worth  the  money.  He  showed  us  some  very  nice 
bronze  crystal  roach  hooks  on  long,  fine  gut,  and 
has  a  few  flies  on  show  at  2s.  a  dozen,  including 
a  capital  Red  Tag,  which  a  keeper  in  Hertford- 
shire only  the  other  day  told  us  he  had  found  was 
the  best  fly  for  dace  he  had  ever  tried.  IXace  fly 
fishers  should  make  a  note  of  this ;  and  grayling 
anglers  would  do  well  to  see  Mr.  Smith's  pattern 
also.  Mr.  S.  showed  us  his  copy  of  Jai-rard's 
lance  wood  Thames  punt  rods.  We  bought  several 
of  these  of  Jarrard  many  years  ago.  He  used  to 
make  as  many  as  he  could  carry,  and  then  sell 
them  to  the  professional  fishermen  along  the 
Thames — and  capital  rods  they  were.  Mr.  Smith 
tells  us  Jan-ard  has  been  dead  some  years,  but 
that  scores  of  his  rods  go  through  his  hands  to 
repair,  and  he  has  a  good  sale  for  his  7s.  Gd.  copy 
of  it. 

Visitors  interested  in  stores  for  yachts  and 
fishing  boats  should  see  the  oil  stoves  for  such 
pui-poses  exhibited  by  Rippingill's  Albion 
Lamp  Co.,  at  Stand  26. 

The  well  known  Berthon  Folding  Boat  Co. 
are  exhibiting  fishing  boats,  &c.,  at  Stand  29. 

And  no  one  who  likes  pies  should  leave  the 
exhibition  without  one  of  Mr.  Rowland's  patent 
pie  cups.  This  pie  cup  costs  only  Gd.,  and  is  so 
constructed  that  it  prevents  the  crust  of  a 
pie  being  spoiled  by  the  juices  in  the  dish  boiling 
over  it ;  it  lets  off  the  steam  and  other  gases,  and 
so  ensures  a  light  crast.  Tou  can  find  Mr.  Row- 
land's little  show  (No.  32)  because  it  is  near 

Mr.  David  Slater's,  of  Newark,  big  one 
(No.  35). — Mr.  Slater  has  hitherto  been  famous 
above  everything  for  his  reels,  but  lately  he  has 
taken  seriously  to  the  manufacture  of  treble 
and  double  built  split  cane  rods,  and  he 
showed  us  some  so  taking  to  handle  that  we 
feel  sure  this  new  departure  will  lead  to  honour 
as  well  as  profit  for  the  Newark  Firm.  Among 
greenheart  rods  of  his  make  which  we  liked  were 
one  at  18s.,  for  dry  fly  work ;  one  of  13ft.,  at  26s. ; 
a  14ft.  very  level  action  rod,  at  3Gs.,  with  double 
suberit  grip.  His  £2  2s.  16ft.  and  18ft.  dark 
greenheart  salmon  rods  are  Al  value.  In  general 
fishing  rods  may  be  mentioned  the  Newark 
"  Perfection "  all  round  rods,  a  nicely  finished 
12ft.  chub  rod — just  the  thing  for  keeping  them 
out  of  the  boughs  when  hooked.  If  there  is  any- 
thing better  than  the  "  Zephyr "  Nottingham 
Reel  at  the  price  we  have  never  seen  it — it  is  the 
perfection  of  finish,  lightness,  and  strength. 
The  "  Wallis "  Reel— specially  made  for  Mr. 
Wallis,  of  the  Wellington  Club,  Nottingham— is 
a  Nottingham  reel  pure  and  simple,  with  no 
check  and  no  bars,  and  a  beauty.  Mr,  Slater  is 
now  selling  a  lovely  4in.  centre  pin  reel,  with 
check,  at  83.,  or  about  half  what  such  a  reel  cost 
when  these  exhibitions  were  first  started — there 
is  no  mistake  about  it,  they  do  bring  prices  down, 
which  is  all  in  favour  of  the  angler,  and  good  for 
trade,  too,  as  it  encourages  fishing.  Mr.  Slater's 
3yd.  undrawn  gut  casts  at  9d.  looked  so 
good,  we  were  obliged  to  buy  a  dozen.  His 
double  taper  30yd.  and  40yd.  trout  reel  lines, 
to  go  with  his  "  Fly  Fishers'  Reels,"  are,  like  the 
latter,  first-class.    We  have  used  both  for  years. 

We  must  not  forget  that,  at  Stand  No.  27,  Mr. 
R.  G.  Lacet,  of  11,  Rotherwood-road,  Putney,  is 
exhibiting  a  patent  nose-bag  for  horses.  It  seems 
to  us  to  be  as  clever  as  his  patent  sea  anchors  and 
oil  distributors,  &c. 


"The  English  Angler  in  Florida." — This 
is  the  title  of  a  work  in  pi-eparation,  and  neai-ly 
ready,  by  Mr.  Rowland  Ward.  It  will  be  fully 
illustrated,  and  also  have  notes  of  the  game 
animals  and  birds. 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mb.  B.  McFee  presided  over  the  weekly  meeting  of 
this  society,  held  at  the  Holborn  lEestaurant  on  Monday 
evening,  vrhen  there  was  an  excellent  muster  of  members 
and  friends  to  listen  to  an  interesting  and  instructive 
paper,  given  by  Mr.  Ohas.  Hussey,  on  "  Some  Minor  Pish 
Industries."  Previous  to  the  reading,  members,  as  usual, 
recounted  their  fishing  expeiiences.  AV'ith  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Cormac  H.  O'Dowd,  however,  things  seem  to  have 
been  in  a  bad  way  with  all  who  had  been  angling  on  the 
last  few  days  of  the  coarse  season.  Messrs.  Clxy,  S. 
Morby,  R.  Bradford,  and  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  had  all 
blanks  or  nearly  so  ;  Mr.  Biadford  especially,  who  was  at 
Pangbourne  on  Saturday,  did  not  have  a  single  touch 
from  start  to  finish.  Mr.  O'Dowd  had  naturally  been 
after  chub,  and  showed  at  the  meeting  four  fine  fish 
out  of  a  catch  of  twelve.    The  respective  weights  of  the 


quartette  shown  were  31b.  Ifoz.,  21b.  15ioz.,  21b.  3ioz., 
and  lib.  12oz.  Mr.  Walter  G.  Garratt,  of  Hertford, 
reported,  by  letter,  that  when  fishin?  in  the  Lea  on  Fridiy 
last  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  get  a  good  pike  of  241b.  on 
a  gut  paternoster  with  a  small  gimp  triangle.  The  fish 
was  40iin.  long.  The  captor's  brother  and  a  friend  were 
with  him,  and  they  took  two  others,  weighing  17ilb. 
together,  and  a  take  of  801b.  for  eleven  fish.  Ten  otlier 
pike,  of  from  2ib.  to  41b.,  were  returned  to  the  river.  The 
writer  added  that  the  fish  afforded  good  sport,  and  were 
fairly  on  the  feed.  Votes  of  thanks  were  then  passed 
to  Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton  for  presiding  over  the  annual 
dinner;  to  the  vice-chairman,  Mr.  C.  Butler;  the  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdoif , 
and  the  entertainment  committee  generally  ;  Mr.  Cormac 
H.  O'Dowd,  who  had  charge  of  the  arrangements  for  the 
musical  part  of  the  programme,  and  also  to  the  proprietoie 
of  the  Holbom  Restaurant  for  the  share  they  had  had  in 
making  the  banquet  a  pronounced  success.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  notitied  that  Mr.  Morby  had  handed  him 
Mr.  Thomas's  work  entitled  "  The  Rod  in  India,"  for  the 
library,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the 
last  named  gentleman  for  his  kind  gift. 

The  Chairman  then  briefly  introduced  the  lecturer, 
Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  to  the  meeting,  who  said  that  the 
minor  fishing  industries  he  proposed  briefly  to  touch  upon 
were  the  following ;   Shrimping,  Oysters    and  Oyster 
Culture,  Hoop  Netting,  Long  Lining,  Whitebaiting,  and 
Cockling.    He  explained  that  the  method  of  capturing 
shrimps  varied  with  the  p'aoes  where  they  were  caught. 
At  Pegwell  Bay  and  elsewhere  hand  nets  were  used  freely 
along  the  seaside  coast,  a  primitive  method.   At  the 
speaker's  own  home — Leigh,  in  Essex — shrimps  did  not 
come  inshore,  and  the  fishermen  had,  therefore,  to  go  to 
the  deeper  water  for  them.    For  this  purpose  cutter 
rigged  fishing  bjats  and  a  trawl  net  were  used.    When  the 
net  was  hauled  out,  the  shrimps  were  carefully  sorted  and 
bDiled  then  and  there,  and  brought  on  shore  for  immediate 
consumption.    Essex  shrimps  were  the  best  to  be  found  in 
the  world  (in  the  opinion  of  the  lecturer),  and  the  great 
secret  in  obtaining  excjllence  in  the  tasty  morsels  was  in 
cooking  them.    In  this  Leigh  shrimpers  excelled.  The 
Dutch  shrimps  were  playing  havoc  with  the  English 
trade  in  the  Crustacea.    They  were  larger  but  coarser,  and 
the  Dutchmen  could  not  cook  them  properly.    It  was 
necessary,  owing  to  the  long  carriage,  to  put  more  salt 
into  the  water  they  were  boiled  in,  and_  consequently, 
instead  of  the  Holland  shrimps  being  crisp,  tasty,  and 
juicy,  they  were  pappy  and  insipid.    Dutch  shrimps  were 
sold  by  hundreds  of  gallons  in  London  as  Leigh  shrimps. 
This  ought  not  to  be,  but  the  difficulty  was  to  prevent  it. 
They    could    hardly  label    each    shrimp    "  caught  in 
Holland  !  "  but  there  should  be  some  law  which  should 
prevent  the  Dutchers  being  sold  as   Leigh  shrimps. 
The    tiue   Graverend   shrimps    were    brown,  despite 
what  had  been  said  to  the  contrary.    When  the  pink 
shrimps — prawns — were    in    season    in    the  summer 
months,  the  Leigh  boats  went  to  Harwich,  whence  the 
larger  part  of  the  London  supply  came  from.  Oyster 
fishing  could  hardly  be  termed  a  minor  industry.  The 
dietetic  value  of  the  bivalve  was  so  fully  recognised  and 
well  known  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  anything  (0  be 
said  on  that  head.   The  British  oyster  differed  essentially 
from  the  Portuguese  and  American  ones.    The  process  of 
incubation  of  the  latter  two  takes  place  in  the  water, 
whilst  in  the  case  of  our  own  oyster  it  is  carried  on  in  the 
body  of  the  parent.    When  oysters  were  breeding  careful 
observation  had  shown  that  they  were  either  males  or 
females,  tut  now  came  the  extraordinary  point.  Madame 
Oyster  does  not  seem  to  have  a  liking  for  the  cares  of 
maternity,  for  after  having  given  her  millions  or  so  of 
helpless  "  babies   to   the   tender  cire  of   a  merciless 
tea,  she  at  once  changed  her  sex  and  became  a  male. 
As  to   the  growth  of  the  oyster,  at   six  months  it 
was  as  large  as  a  threepsnny  piece,  at  twelve  months  as 
big  as  a  halfpenny,  when  two  years  old  it  was  2in. 
across,  and  a  year  latter  3i_n.  over.     When  it  had 
reached   a   convenient   size    it   was   the    custom  to 
dredge,  or   "drudge"    (as  the  men  pronounced  the 
word)  them,  and  relay  them  in  specially  prepared  beds, 
so  as  to  be  readily  accessible.    The  principal  beds  were  at 
Colchester,    Burnham-on-Crouch,    and  Brightlingsea. 
Why,  it  might  be  asked,  were  oysters  so  scarce  and 
expensive  ?    To  some  extent,  no  doubt,  because  only  two 
or  three  per  million  of  the  larvas  extruded  by  the  female 
came  to  the  table.  They  were  so  delicate  in  constitution  that 
the  least  change  in  temperature  killed  them.   The  star 
fish  was  the  most  dangerous  enemy  to  the  young  oyster — 
small  spat  and  yearlings — swallowing  them  whole,  shell 
and  all.    Rays  and  other  fish,  too,  feed  freely  upon  the 
bivalves  when  in  a  small  state.    As  to  whitebait  the  first 
query  put  would  undoubtedly  be  :  What  was  it  ?  He 
could  not  answer  that  question— it  was  a  very  debateable 
point.    The  whitebait  varied  not  only  with  the  season  of 
the  year,  but  with  the  locality  in  which  it  was  caught.  At 
the  present  moment  most  of  the  Leigh  whitebait  was 
undoubtedly  the' fry  of  the  sprat,  with  a  certain  proportion 
of  blennies,  gobies,  pipe  fish,  and  other  small  fish  included. 
He    did    not  think  whitebait  was  a  distinct  species 
altogether.     It  was  worth  consideration  and  earnest 
thoueht  whether  whitebait  fishing  caused  injury  to  the 
herring  and  sprat  industries.     That  it  must  do  so  to  some 
extent  was  unquestionable,  for  immature  fish,  such,  for 
example,  as  soles,  were  frequently  found  in  the  nets,  and 
actually  offered  for  sale  by  the  whitebait  catchers.  Of 
course,  if  a  whitebait  fisherman  were  asked  whether  the 
constant  drain  upon  the  young  fry  tended  to  diminish  the 
takes  of  mature  herrings,  &c.,  later  on,  he  would  reply 
that  he  had  noticed  that  when  the  season  bad  been  favour- 
able for  whitebait,  it  had  also  been  a  good  one  for  the 
mature  fish,  and  that  the  supply  of  herrings  and  sprats 
did  not  appear  to  suffer.    Regarding  cockles,  these  were 
at  one  time  much  in  vogue,  but  had  latterly  gone  out  of 
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favour  (possibly  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  thoroughly 
cleansing  them  of  the  sand  adhering  to  the  shells)  except 
with  the  working  classes.  Still,  they  were  delicious  when 
properly  cleaned  and  cooked.  The  shells  of  cockles, 
which  were  formerly  waste,  were  now  used  for  making 
paths,  in  the  manitPacture  of  cement,  &c.  Long  lining 
proper  was  a  very  important  industry,  but  was  uncertain 
work,  and  appeared  to  be  going  down.  Only  last  week  a 
fisherman  baited  no  fewer  than  1500  hoois,  and,  after 
three  days'  work  at  sea,  realised  by  his  citch  Is.  3d.  In 
Banffshire  long  lining  had  been  equally  unsuccessful.  The 
cause  was  not  far  to  seek.  To  a  great  and  alarming  extent 
it  arose  through  the  destruction  caused  by  the  powerful 
steam  trawlers  at  work.  The  idea  that  this  could  be  pre- 
vented by  nets  of  larger  mesh  being  employed  was 
altogether  wrong.  Foreigners,  again,  poached  far  too 
much  upon  our  fishing  grounds,  which  were  not  sufficiently 
''  policed  "  by  our  cruisers.  We  depend  so  much  upon  our 
harvest  of  the  sea  that  we  should  do  all  in  our  power  to 
remedy  this  state  of  things,  and  preeerve  our  fish — a  most 
imoortaat  element  in  our  food  supply.  Too  much  apathy 
had  been  shown  in  treating  the  blessings  Dame  Nature 
had  showered  upon  us,  but  signs  were  not  wanting  now 
that  public  opinion  was  at  last  being  awakened  to  the 
serious  state  of  things  prevailing.  There  was  a  half- 
promised  Fish  BiU,  and  debates  in  the  House  of  Commons 
showed  that  we  were  being  aroased  to  a  sense  of  our  duty 
in  the  vital  matter  of  our  sea  fisheries.  If  the  con- 
sideration cf  this  subject  were  shelved,  the  spoliation  and 
possible  ruination  of  them  was  threatened. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Ian?,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Eemaeks.— It  cannot  be 
said  the  general  angling  season,  which  terminated  on 
Monday  last,  has  closed  with  any  specially  favourable 
results  in  the  matter  of  angling  ;  but  the  splendid  addition 
of  fish  that  was  made  to  the  river  on  the  last  day  of  the 
season  will  be  received  with  a  grta';  deal  of  satisfaction  by 
all  who  have  the  interests  of  the  river  at  heart,  and  the 
society,  which  is  doing  its  best  in  the  way  of  preservation. 
It  reminds  me  of  the  good  old  days  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Spreckley,  when  the  netting  of  the  reservoirs  were  first 
inaugurated,  and  similar  qaantities  of  fish  were  turned 
into  the  river.  Wit;h  such  results  as  that  of  Monday  last 
it  will  cast  great  reflection  on  the  anglers  if  they  any 
longer  withhold  their  support,  when  it  is  all  done  for  their 
benefit  and  pleasure.  I  hope  nothing  will  prevent  me 
from  being  present  at  the  river  keepers'  dinner  this  week, 
and  to  meet  some  of  my  old  associates  in  the  work 
of  protection  and  preservation,  more  especially  that 
of  the  veteran  William  Milbourne,  of  East  Molesey, 
who  has  been  connected  with  the  society  as  long  a 
time  as  myself,  and  we  have  always  personally  worked 
together  as  the  best  of  friends,  and  I  can  honestly 
speak  of  him  as  a  good  and  faithful  servant.  I  must  not, 
however,  forget  to  refer  to  Mr.  G.  J.  Eough,  the  head 
river  inspector  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  whom  I  have 
p?r80_nally  accompanied  on  very  many  occasions  ia  the 
examination  of  the  nets  of  the  netsmen  in  the  lower 
portions  of  the  tideway,  and  I  respect  and  value  his 
friendship. — B. 

  (Chertsey).— Lotan  Hackett  reports  the  fishing 

has  been  very  good  up  to  the  last  few  days,  which  have 
been  very  quiet.  He  was  out  on  the  13th,  and  got  a  brace 
of  jack  of  41b.  and  51b.  each.  Pike  have  been  taken  up  to 
91b.— B. 

  (Datcket).— John  Keene  says  the  water  has 

been  very  low  and  bright,  but  the  chub  have  been  feeding 
very  well.  One  day,  with  Mr.  Back,  seventeen  chub  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Shepherd,  171b.  of  roich  and 
chub  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Newbury,  ten  chub,  several 
of  them  being  over  31b.  each  ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr. 
O'Dowd,  six  brace  of  good  chub,  the  best  brace  weighing 
71b.,  and  these  end  the  season. — B. 

— -  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  writes  : 
"  Owing  to  the  cold  winds  there  have  not  been  many  out. 
There  are  still  a  good  many  dace  about.  Mr.  Gomm  and 
friend,  of  Molesey,  one  day  creeled  twelve  dozen  cf  fine 
dace.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  a  few  chub, 
bat  nothing  of  any  size.  I  think  the  coming  season  looks 
well  for  some  good  trout,  as  we  have  had  a  good  show 
between  Hampton  Court  and  Thames  Ditton.  During 
the  time  the  cold  winds  have  been  on,  the  trout  have  not 
showed  up.  The  general  angling  season  has  finished  up 
bad.    It  is  the  worst  I  have  had  for  years." — B. 

-; —  (Henley).— -During  the  last  week  of  the  coarse 
fishing  some  good  bags  of  pike  were  made,  the  best  of 
which  were  by  Messrs.  Schmidt  and  Sumer,  fishing 
together,  who  took  a  nice  lot  of  pike  (bast  fish,  121b  )  • 
Mr.  Eoss,  with  Wm.  Vaughan,  two  fine  fish  of  12Jlb.  and 
13Jlb. ;  Mr.  Bates,  several  pike;  and  a  bank  angler  at 
Shiplake,  one  weighing  OJlb.  Eoach  fishing  has  not  been 
up  to  former  years,  no  very  large  bags  being  made  in  this 
district.  On  the  IStb,  Mr.  Neal  had  a  nice  lot,  the  best 
fish  scaling  nearly  21b.  Arlett  also  had  a  good  take  on 
the  nth.— J.  W.  Bead. 

 (Kingfston). — N.  Bolton,  in  six  days,  has  creeled 

fifty  dozen  of  dace  ;  Mr.  Charter  and  Mr.  Kempstead, 
three  chub,  weighing  41b.  4ioz. ;  Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr. 
Saunders,  two  and  a  half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ;  and 
Mr.  Grunelley,  a  roach  of  lib.  lOJoz.- B. 

— 7  (Lechlade  District.)— The  coarse  fishing  season 
closed  here  under  rather  favourable  conditions  as  far  as 
Oferhead  weather  was  concerned,  but  it  was  raw  and  cold. 


Several  pike  fishers  were  out  at  St.  John's  Bridge,  Hart's 
Weir,  Eadcot  Bridge,  and  on  private  waters  up  towards 
Cricklade,  some  nice  sport  was  had  in  several  instances. 
Trouting  season  opens  on  April  1,  and  the  river  keepers 
report  some  good  ones  in  the  district. — Eambler. 

 (Marlcw).  —  As  regards  fishing  generally,  the 

season  cannot  be  said  to  have  ended  well  at  all.  Jack 
were  for  the  most  part  "  off,"  and  roach  were  worse,  if 
possible.  For  my  part  I  pinned  my  faith  to  chub,  with 
the  result  that  I  made  a  fair  bag  in  spite  of  low  water  and 
slack  stream.  My  two  best  fish  scaled  81b.  5oz.,  were  my 
last  brace,  and  the  last  and  best  fish  of  the  season  weighed 
51b.  loz.  This  fellow  I  am  setting  up,  making  a  nica 
companion  to  another  of  mine  which  weighed  41b.  2oz. — 
Ch.  Mathews. 

—  (Richmond). — What  few  anglers  have  been  out 
here  and  at  Twickenham  have  been  getting  a  few  roach 
and  dace. — B. 

  (Staines).— Charles  Hone  reports  that  on  Satur- 
day last,  with  Mr.  Codd  and  Mr.  Davison,  three  pike, 
the  largest  9JIb. ;  and  that  he  got  with  Mr.  Bruce  Colson, 
near  Windsor,  six  nice  chub,  the  largest  41b.  He  also 
writes  he  has  seen  good  trout  on  the  move. — B. 

  (Teddington).— W.  McBride,  in  four  days,  fifty 

dozen  of  dace;  and  one  day,  ia  two  hours  and  a  half,  with 
Mr.  Nevill  and  Mr.  Nash,  191b.  of  dace.— B. 

~ —  ("Weybridge).  —  Herbert  Carr  writes:  "The 
fishing  season  is  now  at  a  close.  I  have  tiken  as  many  fish 
as  any  other  fisherman.  Mr.  Brooker  alone  has  taken 
with  me  fifty  pike  besides  what  he  returned,  and  this  last 
week  six  brace  of  chub  and  two  and  a  half  brace  of  jack. 
The  bank  anglers  have  done  well  ia  this  district,  and  in 
the  backwater  some  nice  perch,  which  I  saw  myself. 
Our  weirs  are  full  of  trout,  and  I  shall  be  after  them  on 
Apiil  1,  and  send  you  a  report  of  some  good  ones." — B. 

— CWindsor  District).— Several  anglers  in  this 
district  have  been  making  gocd  use  of  the  last  few  days  of 
the  coarse  fishing  seasjn,  and  have  secured  some  nice 
bags.  Mr.  Costa,  of  Windsor,  fishing  at  Datchet,  had  a 
nice  creel  of  that  pretty  little  fish  the  perch,  so  seldom 
tak;n  in  quantity  in  the  Thames.  It  comprised 
sixteen  fish,  the  best  weighing  lib.  3oz.,  and  some  of  the 
rest  going  over  lib.  eaih.  Mr.  C.  Hobbs,  of  Eton,  hxd  a 
beautiful  trio  of  chub,  all  taken  from  one  swim,  whilst 
roach  fishing.  Mr.  Comber,  of  Eton,  had  a  handsome 
tray  of  chub,  the  two  largest  were  excellent  specimens, 
and  turned  the  scale  at  4|lb.  and  41b.  lOoz. — B.  R.  Bam- 

BRIDaE. 

Aiun  (Pulborough).— A  fair  number  visited  here  on 
March  13,  but  sport  proved  disappointing.  The  river  was 
in  fair  order,  but  with  the  exception  of  two  small  jack, 
taken  by  Messrs.  Owen  and  Duncombe,  there  is  nothing 
to  record. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Bottisham  Looks  CWaterbeach).  — During  the 
last  week  of  the  season  on  this  free  water  anglers  have 
taken  some  good  reach  up  to  lib.  each.  Pike,  as  far  as  I 
can  prove  by  catching  and  seeing  about  sixty,  do  not  run 
large. — John  O'George. 

Carey,  &c.  (Ashwater).— The  season  has  scarcely 
started  yet,  the  streams  having  been  unfishable  on  most 
days.  Takes  have  been  small,  but  the  fish  taken  are  in 
capital  condition.  Mr.  Stainton  and  a  friend  have  been 
out,  but  only  killed  a  few  brace.  The  duns  are  plentiful. 
— B. 

Dulverton  (Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel).— Until  now 
prospects  of  trout  fishing  have  been  somewhat  poor,  owing 
to  tie  night  frosts,  cold  wind,  and  snow  broth.  These 
conditions  have  altered,  and  we  have  the  rivers  in  nice 
order,  with  westerly  wind  and  a  genial  air.  Good  sport 
should  now  be  obtained.  A  local  fisherman  got  over  forty 
trout  to-day,  weighing  close  on  lUb.,  the  taking  flies 
being  February  Eed,  Blue  Upright,  March  Brown,  Ac- 
Blue  Upright. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire).  —  The  riper 
about  here  is  in  very  good  order,  although  rather  low  for 
the  time  of  year.  The  trout  begin  to  show  up  nicely,  and 
at  EODn  already  rise  freely  to  the  March  Browns,  Olive 
Duns,  and  Gnats,  and  Blue  Duns  which  are  then  on  t'ae 
water.  The  private  fisheries  in  the  district  all  report  an 
excellent  show  of  trout,  it  having  been  a  capital  spawning 
season  throughout.  Jack  and  dabchicks  have  been 
destroyed,  and  ducks  kept  off  the  water.  Most  suitable 
rods  are  10ft.  and  lift,  with  6ft.  casts,  which  are  found  to 
to  long  enough  for  the  dry  fly. — Paw. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Sport  has  improve! 
considerably  since  the  snow  water  has  cleared  off,  and  some 
capital  baskets  of  trout  have  been  made.  The  best  take 
has  been  by  a  Buckfastleigh  rod— Mr.  H.  Wright— who, 
on  sucsessive  days  last  week,  killed  six  dozen  and  five 
dozen  respectively.  Mr.  F.  Hole  secured  three  dozen,  and 
on  other  days  his  baskets  have  run  to  two  dozen  and  two 
and  a  half  dozen.  On  Monday,  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  killed  two 
dozen,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  eighteen;  whilst  Mr.  E. 
Dislia  has  averaged  six  brace.  Several  other  rods  have 
been  on  the  river,  with  varjiag  success.  The  best  flies 
now  are  the  Blue  Upright  and  Bunker's  March  Brown. 
Several  salmorr  have  been  killed  in  the  past  few  days,  Mr. 
Edbrook,  a  visitor,  creeling  a  couple  with  the  minnow,  one 
of  which  scaled  131b.  ;  and  Dr.  Eogers,  of  Tuckenhay, 
killed  a  fine  fish  at  Austin's  Bridge.  The  Eev.  A.  Sand- 
bach,  who  had  a  lu  iky  season  with  salmon  last  year,  has 
been  whipping  the  Weir  Pool  again,  and  has  hooked  two 
with  the  fly,  but  both  got  off.  Mr.  H.  Distin  also 
narrowly  missed  one  ;  and  Mr.  Turner,  of  Dartmouth,  and 
Col.  Studdy,  have  both  been  out  after  salmon. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  streams  are  not  yet 
affording  much  sport,  owing  to  the  recent  snowfall  and 
the  cold  winds.  The  fish,  however,  have  been  enabled  to 
go  up  the  rivers,  and  the  spate  has,  no  doubt,  taken  off 
many  of  the  old  fish.  Salmon  fishing  has  been  quiet, 
although  the  net  men  have  had  occasional  good  hauls. 
The  best  report  of  trouting  comes  from  the  Dart,  where 
baskets  have  run  up  to  five  dozen,  and  takes  of  two  and 


three  dozen  are  frequent.  The  North  Devon  streams,  too, 
are  showing  better  sport,  the  trout  being  of  good  size  ; 
whilst  some  nice  fish  are  being  creeled  in  the  Eggesford 
district . — D  e  v  o  n  i  a  n  . 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Sport  has  fallen  off  very  much 
during  the  last  week.  For  two  or  three  days  the  river  was 
low  and  clear,  and  the  days  bright,  and,  as  salmon  have  not 
yet  got  out  of  the  pools  into  the  streams,  it  wa?  not  an 
easy  matter  to  deceive  them  even  with  the  finest  tackle.  On 
Monday  a  rush  of  snow  from  the  hills  made  the  water  like 
milk,  and  again  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  has  risin  a 
foot  and  is  a  nasty,  dirty  white  colour.  Mr.  G.  H.  Dixon 
killed  two  fish,  181b.  and  191b.,  on  March  8  ;  two  on  the 
9th,  and  one  on  the  11th,  at  Armathwai:e.  On  the  9ch 
the  Corby  Castle  keeper  had  one  191b.,  and  on  the  Uth, 
one  171b.  On  Thursday,  the  10th,  Mr.  Slater  killed  one 
211b.  ;  and  on  the  12th,  Mr.  Maclnver  had  one  8lb.  A 
great  many  of  the  spring  fish  are  touched  with  the  disease, 
but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  very  virulent.  Indeed,  many 
of  them  get  over  it  in  the  freshwater,  which  used  not  to 
be  the  case. — Silver  Grey. 

Hsk  (Whitby). — Considering  the  fine  condition  the 
water  h;S  been  in  for  angling,  sport  has  only  been  poor 
during  the  last  wee'f  or  two.  Several  anglers  have  been 
out  trying  the  pink  fishing,  the  only  one  suooeseful  being 
Dr.  English.  There  are  several  smolts  in  the  tideway 
making  for  the  sea.  Trout  fishing  commences  on  Wed- 
nesday, March  16,  when  some  good  sport  may  be  expected, 
— J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Cold  winds,  and  a  tinc- 
ture ( f  snow  brews  still  in  water,  rather  check  the  trout 
from  rising  freely,  but  those  taken  are  in  very  good  order 
for  the  time  of  year.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the  scores 
on  Lower  Exe  to-day  (Tuesday) ;  Capt.  Cooke,  one  and 
a  half  brace,  largest  lib.;  Mr.  Biddell,  three  brace, 
largest  |lb. ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Eoberts,  two  brace,  largest  lib.  ; 
Mr.  D.  Theenwissen,  one  brace,  largest  ^ib.  Messrs. 
Baker,  fishing  their  water  at  Salmon  Pool  on  Monday, 
had  three  salmon,  largest  121b.,  and  one  peal,  3Jlb. — Eed 
Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire  and  Cambs.). 

— The  coarse  fishing  season  has  now  come  to  an  end  in 
this  district.  The  last  few  days  sport  was  very  poor, 
owing  to  easterly  winds,  and  the  absence  of  rain  ;  indeed, 
some  drains  have  been  quite  unfishable.  Bottom  fishers 
have  done  scarcely  anything,  and  the  only  district  where 
trollers  have  got  sizeable  fish  has  been  the  Boston  end  of 
the  Forty-foot.  Anglers  will  now  rest,  or  s;ek  for  trout, 
— Limpet. 

Hawes  (Upper  Yore).— The  water  in  this  part  of  the 
Tore  was  in  good  condition  for  the  opening  day.  A  good 
many  fishermen  were  out  early,  and  had  some  fair  sport, 
Mr.  W.  Whitaker,  of  HasUngden,  and  Jimmy  Blades, 
taking  some  good  trout  with  minnow.  Considering  the  time 
of  the  year,  the  trout  are  in  good  condition.  We  do  not 
expect  much  fly  fishing  until  April,  which  is  one  of  the 
best  months  for  the  Yore. — J.  F. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  Idle  has  lately 
had  very  little  patronage  from  anglers,  chiefly  owing  to 
its  being  out  of  condition.  Among  the  recent  takes,  how- 
ever, was  a  Loch  Leven  trout  of  31b.  below  Eetford,  taken 
with  a  small  spinner.  This  looks  well  for  the  trout 
fishers.  The  week-end  on  the  Trent  has  been  fairly  good. 
Two  anglers  in  two  days  recently  got,  at  Laneham,  a  bag 
of  over  501b.,  mostly  roach.  At  the  Ferry  there  have 
been  one  or  two  good  takes,  with  a  specimen,  lib.  ooz. 
At  Dunham  also  one  or  two  good  bags  were  obtained. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— The  cold, 
dry  wiad  has  precluded  any  decent  sport  lately.  Mr. 
Tate  took  four  one  mid-day  (best  fiah  l|lb.),  and  six 
another  (best  fish  1-flb.)  ;  and  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead, 
a  fine  2-pounder.  To-day  (March  15)  a  welcame  change 
of  rain  and  south  wind  is  heralded,  and  sport  will  improve. 
May  I  suggest  to  the  small  army  of  anglers  I  met  on 
Saturday  that  a  subscription  be  opened  to  stock  the  lake 
with  levensis  duudfonfinaU^. — W.  H. 

Lake  'Wyrnwy  Hotel  (North  "Wales).— Mr.  David 
Pine,  on  March  7,  took,  in  three  hours,  ten  trout,  weighing 
7^1b. ;  on  March  8,  twenty,  weighing  lojlb. ;  and  on 
March  9,  seven,  of  51b. ;  all  in  the  pink  of  condition.  On 
Feb.  25  the  annual  prcoess  of  trarasferring  the  yearlings 
from  one  pond  to  the  other,  and  turning  out  all  takeabJe 
fish  into  the  lake,  took  place.  It  has  proved  the  most 
successful  year  for  all  fish,  especially  the  fry.  On 
March  10,  Mr.  Pine  took  eighteen  trout,  of  12Jlb  ;  and 
March  11,  nine,  of  6ilb. ;  Mr.  Sheather,  eleven,  of  8 Jib. 
March  12,  Messrs.  Pine  and  Chittenden,  twenty  trout,  of 
14ilb.  ;  Mr.  Sheather,  in  half  day,  four,  of  2Jlb. 
March  14,  Mr.  Pine,  twenty-three,  of  lOJlb.  (best  tish 
ever  taken  out  of  the  lake) ;  Mr.  Chittenden,  eleven,  of 
8Jlb.  March  15,  Messrs.  Pine  and  Chittenden,  nine  trout, 
of  6Jlb.  All  the  fish  were  taken  with  fly.  Best  flies, 
Zulu,  Claret  and  Grouse,  Butcher,  and  March  Brown.— 
Long  Drift. 

Lark  (Flempton,  &c.).— Very  few  rods  have  beeu 
out  to  finish  up  the  coarse  fishing  season.  Mr.  W.  G. 
King  killed  some  good  dace  on  the  10th.  I  cannot  hear  of 
anything  else  being  done.  The  trout  are  on  the  move  in 
parts.  Now  is  the  time  for  anglers  wishing  to  secure  a 
trout  this  coming  season,  to  look  to  their  lines,  hooks, 
gut,  &c.  Several  more  raice  pike  have  been  caught  in 
private  waters  this  last  week. — A.  E.  K. 

Lea.— The  river  has  again  been  t03  bright  for  roach 
fishing,  and  few  of  these  tish  have  been  taken  daring  the 
past  week,  whereas  under  more  favourable  circumstaaees 
the  river  ought  at  this  period  of  the  year  to  be  yielding 
capital  sport.  To-morrow  (March  20)  a  competition  among 
London  club  anglers  will  be  fished  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  at 
St.  Margaret's,  but  I  am  afraid  "takes  "will  run  very 
light.  Last  year  the  river  was  in  flood  for  the  event,  and 
the  water  thick,  but  some  splendid  lots  of  roach  were 
caught.  What  we  want  now  is  some  flood  water  to  stir  up 
the  fish  and  carry  away  some  of  the  natural  food  on  the 
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ted  of  the  stream.  There  have  been  two  good  pike — one 
a  very  handsome  fish — caught  since  I  last  wrote.  Mr. 
W.  G.  Garratt,  president  of  the  Hertford  Angling 
Association,  has  succeeded  iu  landing  a  specimen  of  2-llb., 
and  which  measured  40|in.  in  length.  Near  Dobb's  Weir, 
on  Saturday,  another  angler  caught  a  pike  of  lllb. 
Another  trout  has  baen  taken  iu  this  district.  It  fell  to 
the  rod  of  Mr.  Langford,  and  weighed  2Jlb.  The  angler 
carefully  returned  the  fish  to  the  river.  At  Sewardstone, 
in  the  London  Anglers'  Association's  water,  some  perch 
and  chub  have  been  taken,  Mr.  Marigold  of  the  Koyal 
Oak  Angling  Society,  securing  one  of  the  latter  scaling 
2^1b.  The  pike  and  perch  fishing  season  on  this  river 
closed  on  Monday. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon,  Suffolk.).— The  river  is  in 
good  condition,  and  some  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace 
have  been  taken.  Mr.  Church  caught  401b.  of  pike  in  a 
day  and  a  half,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  bottom 
fishing  this  season,  as  there  are  an  enormous  lot  of  fish  iu 
the  river. — J.  Kalph. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  continue  rimning  clear,  and  a  nice  height,  and  in 
good  order  for  angling.  The  weather  has  been  finer  since 
last  week,  and  the  sun  has  been  shining  brightly  several 
days,  and  has  brought  out  a  good  number  of  real  flies  and 
more  angleis,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had  with 
February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung,  and  Red  Palmer. 
With  warm  \veather  sport  will  be  good  in  both  streams, 
and  good  baskets  of  fish  should  be  landed. — Gwvnne. 

Itugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland).— Rivers 
are  clear,  and  in  good  order,  but  few  rods  out.  The 
sharp  frcsty  nights  we  have  been  having  checks  the  hatch- 
ing of  flies,  and  keeps  the  water  extremely  cold,  causing 
the  trout  to  be  sluggish.  As  soon  as  we  get  a  few  warm 
days  and  nights,  sport  will  be  good.  Best  Flies : 
February  Red,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer, 
Cowdung,  and  Mulberry  Dan. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Neue  (Peterborough).— The  pike  fishing  season, 
which  finished  on  Monday,  has  been  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory, and  the  opportunities  for  getting  out,  by  reason  of 
the  river  not  having  been  at  flood-tide  so  frequently  and 
so  long,  as  in  many  years,  have  been  more  numerous  than 
usual.  The  fish  have  been  plentiful,  sport  good,  and 
results  satisfactory.  Several  parties  were  oat  on  Monday 
for  the  farewell  occasion,  and  some  good  sport  was  had  in 
many  parts  of  the  district.  Blr.  Beckett  (Peterborough) 
and  a  friend  fishing  at  Elton  and  Fotheringhay,  succeeded 
in  capturing  a  fine  fish  of  161b.,  and  Messrs.  Prieitley, 
Binckes,  and  Nicholls,  at  Castor,  took  a  few,  the  largest 
scaling  81b.  Mr.  Ream  also  caught  several  31b.  and4ib., 
at  Alwalton. — E.  A.  S. 

Nortlx  StaflEbrdsliire  Rivers.— The  rivers  of  this 
district  are  in  very  nice  condition  for  fly  fishing,  but  very 
little  has  been  done  among  trout  at  present.  Duns,  both 
Blue  and  Dark  Olive,  have  hatched  out,  bringing  grayling 
on  the  feed  in  a  few  places,  bat  as  they  are  ruled  out  of 
court  now,  it  debars  fishing  for  them.  The  Sow  yielded  a 
nic3  14|lb.  pike,  to  finish  up  the  coarse  fish  ssason,  to  a 
roi  at  Great  Haywood.  A  few  smaller  pike  were  also 
taken.  A  couple  of  rods  on  the  Blythe  expected  to  do 
something  among  trout  the  other  day,  but  found  only 
grayling  on  the  feed. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Salterton,  Devon).— The  river  is  in  very 
good  trim,  but  a  spate  would  do  no  harm  just  now. 
Trout  have  been  taking  freely  for  the  last  week,  and  some 
good  catches  have  been  made.  Yesterday  (15th)  a  strong 
south  wind  was  blowing  up-streim,  and  about  1  p.m. 
there  was  a  copious  rise  of  Duns,  chiefly  Small  Olives. 
The  fly  locally  known  as  the  Red  Upright  (Red  Quill) 
proved  very  efHcaoious.  Few  March  Browns  have  as  yet 
appeared. — Heron. 

Plymouth.— There  is  very  little  snow  left  on  the 
moors,  and  we  only  want  a  few  fine  days  to  get  the  rivers 
in  good  order  and  the  fish  on  the  feed.  Several  fishermen 
have  been  on  the  moors,  but  the  weather  has  been  too  cold 
for  much  spoit._  There  is  much  more  chance  of  getting  a 
nice  dish  down  in  the  valleys  or  sheltered  spots.  There 
are  many  miles  of  our  rivers  that  are  &o  overgrown  by 
bushes  and  trees  that  it  is  impossible  to  cast  a  fly  ;  and  as 
it  is  in  these  parts  of  the  rivers  that  the  big  fish  are  to  be 
found,  it  is  rather  tantalising  to  the  fly  fisherman.  Worm 
fishing  under  these  circumstances  would  be  rather 
deprecated;  but  there  is  one  style  of  fishing,  called 
dapping,  which  is  more  sportsmanlike  and  requires 
a  deal  of  still.  You  use  a  natural  bait,  such 
as  a  bluebottle,  house  fly,  stone  fly,  grasshopper, 
or  fern  web,  all  of  which  during  their  seasons 
are  easily  obtainable.  The  blow  fly  and  grasshopper 
are,  perhaps,  the  best  of  the  lot,  and  I  should  give 
a  preference  to  the  grasshopper  for  large  fish.  The  hook 
to  be  used  is  a  single  one,  tied  on  fine  gut,  and  about  No.  9 
Mackenzie.  The  natural  bait  is  fixed  on  the  hook,  and 
you  use  a  short  collar  about  3ft.,  and  poke  the  rod  out 
between  the  bushes,  letting  the  insect  just  truckle  on  the 
top  of  the  water.  I  have  had  some  fine  sport  with  this 
class  of  fishing. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire.).— Although  the  river  ha?  been 
in  fair  condition  for  minnow  or  worm  fishing,  few  anglers 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  opening  of  the  trouting 
season,  and  there  is  little  sport  to  record.  If  the  present 
mild  weather  continues,  spinning  should  be  successful,  but 
fly  fishers  will  do  well  to  defer  operations  for  the  present. 
The  coarse  fishing  season  just  ended  has  been  an 
extremely  good  one.  _  Pike  and  perch  have  afforded 
abundant  sport,  and  fair  baskets  of  roach  hive  been  cap- 
tured. Pike  and  coarse  fish  other  than  grayling  may  still 
be  taken  in  the  Severn,  in  Shropshire,  if  the  "permit," 
issued  gratis  by  the  conservancy  board  in  conjunction  with 
their  2s.  annual  licence,  be  obtained. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
uech). — All  these  rivers  are  now  quite  free  from  snow 
water,  but  cold  winds  are  a  gi'eat  drawback  to  fly  fishing 
at  present,  and  very  little  sport  is  to  be  recorded,  as  far 


as  trout  fishing  is  concerned,  although  these  streams  are 
in  good  condition  ;  bat  the  nights  are  very  cold  and  frosty, 
and  generally  with  bright  sunshine  during  the  day,  which 
is  very  favourable  for  grayling  fishing,  but  quite  the 
reverse  as  far  as  trout  are  concerned,  and  what  few 
have  yet  been  taken  are  not  in  the  best  condition.  Not 
one  salmon  has  been  taken  in  this  neighbourhood  with 
the  rod  ;  but  the  net  fishermen  are  doing  much  better 
this  season  than  in  recent  years,  and  several  fine  salmon 
have  bsen  taken  in  splendid  condition  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Vyrnwy  during  the  past  week. — Vyrnwy. 

Sulby  (Ramsey,  Isle  of  Man).— Some  nice  fish  are 
being  caught,  and  the  river  is  now  in  ni;e  fishing  order. 
A  flood  has  been  on  to-day,  which  will  let  the  fish  up. 
Weather  mild,  and  snow  now  all  gone  off  the  hills,  which 
ought  to  improve  the  fishing. — W.  Cubbon. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  has  been  finer  during  the  week,  but  easterly  winds 
have  marred  what  little  sunshine  has  been  seen.  Sport 
has,  on  the  whole,  been  fairly  good,  and  anglers  have  made 
the  most  of  the  finish  of  the  season.  Roach  have  given 
sport  on  the  Ouse.  Mr.  Hall,  of  the  Brighton  anglers,  had 
another  good  take  recently,  the  two  best  fish  weighing  21b. 
and  lib.  15oz.  respectively,  several  other  fish  going  over 
lib.  From  the  upper  reaches  pike  up  to  7ilb.  have  been 
taken,  and  two  heavy  ones  lost  in  the  sunken  timber, 
which  abounds  here.  While  fishing  the  Adur,  Mr.  Porter 
secured  a  nice  perch  of  lib.  15oz.  ;  and  from  near  Htn  field 
Mr.  Wren  took  a  brace  of  4|lb.  pike.  Small  fish  have  fed 
well  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  Ouse  and  Cuckmere,  but 
nothing  is  recorded  exceeding  51b.  A  few  anglers  have 
tried  the  Rother,  and  taken  pike  up  to  61b.,  perch  of  21b,, 
and  good  roach.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order,  and 
has  yielded  a  few  bream  and  small  pike.  I  hope  another 
season  to  see  this  water  protected,  or  pike  will  be  played 
out. — Geor&e  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  in  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level,  and  in  good  trout  order.  The  weather  has  been 
milder,  and  more  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out ;  the  sun 
has  been  out  strong  several  days,  and  there  has  been  a 
good  number  of  flies  out  on  the  water.  Fishing  has 
improve!,  and  trout  are  now  rising  fairly  weU  at  the  flies, 
and  some  nic3  sized  fish  have  been  landel.  The  flies 
chisfly  us  3d  are  the  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Claret- 
bodied  Blue,  Red  Palmer,  and  Cowdung.  Bottom 
fishing  has  been  tried  with  the  worm,  and  the  large  fish 
feed  better  on  ground  bait  than  fly  at  present,  and  good 
fish  landed.  On  Monday  four  trout  were  caught  with 
Blue  Dun  and  February  Red.  In  the  Ludford  water 
sport  is  improving. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
running  in  capital  condition  for  fishing.  The  water  is  a 
nice  level  and  clear,  and  suitable  for  fly  or  bottom  baits. 
The  weather  has  been  more  (fine,  with  bright  days,  but 
cold  winds  ;  but  a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  the 
trout  have  sported  at  the  fly  from  11  to  3,  and 
some  nice  sized  fish  have  been  taken.  When  the  weather 
gets  warmer  good  sport  will  be  had  in  this  part,  as  there 
are  plenty  of  fish. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).  —  River  had  a  rise  again 
this  week  ;  now  getting  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing.  The 
trout  fishing  has  been  very  good  since  last  report,  and 
many  Jib.  trout  have  been  taken.  One  of  our  local  men 
has  caught  seventy-nine  up  to  Saturday  last.  Salmon 
have  been  seen  sporting  all  over  the  river,  and  several 
have  been  hooked  with  trout  flies. — Practical  Angler. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).— 
The  river  up  here  amidst  the  Ootswolds  is  in  order  for 
trouting,  the  season  opening  on  the  Swan  Water  on 
April  1.  There  is  a  nice  show  of  trout,  and  they 
are  in  a  forward  state  for  this  district,  and  will  be 
in  condition  by  the  opening  day.  The  surrounding 
"  Court,"  Ablington  Manor,  and  Wierson  Waters  are 
teeming  with  fine  trout,  and  a  good  season  is  confidently 
looked  forward  to.  Best  flies  for  the  opening  week  are 
March  Brown,  Pale-winged  Olive  Dun,  Whirling  Blue, 
and  Pale  Blue  Dun,  and  Hare's  Lug  with  gold  ribbings. 
Useful  rods,  from  9ft.  to  lift.  ;  lines,  about  30yds. 
Casts  of  from  5ft.  to  6ft.  are  ample  for  the  dry  fly  work 
carried  on  in  the  district. — Sherry  Spinner. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Sport  on  the 
Witham  has  not  been  good  lately,  but  showed  an  improve- 
ment this  week-end.  Roach  anglers  have  done  next  to 
nothing,  but  live  bait  have  lured  a  few  pike  about 
Tatterahall  and  Bardney,  also  in  Mount  Pleasant  drain. 
About  Boston  reports  are  very  unfavourable.  A  curious 
incident  is  reported  from  Bardney.  About  a  fortnight 
ago  a  Lincoln  angler  hooked  a  decent  pike,  but  after  a 
struggle  his  tackle  failed  and  the  fish  escaped.  Returning 
a  week  after,  he  hooked  the  same  fish,  with  the  lost  tackle 
still  in  its  mouth.   This  time  he  landed  it,  and  it  scaled  91b. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derby shire)  .-;-The  opening  of 
the  trout  season  on  the  above  rivers,  which  includes  the 
Darleydale  Club's  water  and  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Associations'  portion  of  the  Derwent,  commences 
March  25  ;  and  the  Wye,  from  Bakewell  to  Filleyford 
Bridge,  April  1.  This  time  is  looked  forward  to  with 
great  interest  by  all  anglers  in  this  district.  I  recommend 
the  following  flies  to  commence  the  season  with : 
February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Cock-winged  Dun,  and  March 
Brown. — Dotterel. 


A  Great  Injustice  is  very  often  done  because  some  self- 
assertive  people  imagine  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  make  an 
error.  Shakespeare  must  have  made  an  analytical  stujy  of  the 
human  heart  before  he  uttered  those  warning  words  •'  Man  know 
thyself,  then  others  learn  to  know,"  This  is  a  lesson  we  should 
all  try  and  perfect  ourselves  in,  and  when  this  has  been  done  we 
have  to  face  the  .significant  fact  that  unless  we  cultivate  good 
health,  prosperity  and  happiness  cannot  abide  with  us, 
Holloway's  Pills  will  aid  us  to  do  this.  The  most  eminent 
medical  men  agree  that  for  the  preservation  of  good  health  and 
euro  of  disease  there  is  nothing  to  equal  them. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Borgfie  (Sutherland,  N.B.).  —  Considering  the 
unfavourable  state  of  weather  and  water,  this  river  has 
been  doing  fairly  well.  Iq  eleven  days  two  gentlemen 
landed  fifteen  salmon.  On  Friday  last  Mr.  Ward,  from 
Tongue  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon.  Weather  now 
improving. — B. 

Carron  (Baster  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Daring 
the  past  week  the  only  sport  obtiined,  so  far  as  known, 
was  :  On  Monday,  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  Invercharron,  on 
Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  landed  two  salmon  (beauties  of  lOib. 
and  201b,)  on  Bridge  Pool.  On  Tuesday  the  same  angler 
had  an  8-pounder.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  George  Ross, 
Brailangwell,  on  Mr.  Payne's  rod,  landed  an  81b.  salmon 
on  Lower  Bulwark  Pool.  On  Friday,  Mr.  James  Wilson, 
Gruinards,  on  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland's  rod,  caught  a  151b. 
salmon  on  PoU-a-Chapnill.  At  beginning  of  this  week 
the  river  was  in  bad  order. — B. 

Deveron  (BaniFshire).-;-The  weather  is  now  im. 
proving,  and  the  water,  which  was  rather  high  by  the 
thawing  snow  on- the  Trills,  is  getting  into  better  fishing 
condition.  On  the  Blairmore  water,  on  Monday  last, 
Mr.  A.  Gould,  keeper,  had  a  nice  salmon,  the  first  of  the 
season  on  this  water,  of  GJ^lb.  The  fish  was  caught  by  a 
"  Dusty  Miller"  hDok.  Fair  sport  is  being  obtained  at 
trout  fishing  in  the  river  and  burns  in  the  Marnoch  and 
several  other  districts.  The  net  fishing  both  on  the  river 
and  adjacent  coast  is  not  making  much  progress.  The 
river  is  netted  night  and  day,  but  only  a  few  salmon  have 
been  got  this  week.  On  the  coast  the  yield  from  the  bag- 
nets  is  from  one  to  fivs  salmon  daily,  and  at  some  of  the 
stations  scarcely  a  fish  has  been  taken.  A  small  box  is 
sent  daily  to  the  markets. — H.  W. 

Garry  and  Loch  Oich  (Invergarry,  N.B.)— Since 
last  report  twenty  fish  have  been  grassed.  Hon.  G. 
Drinsby  Gore  had  one  on  the  2nd,  two  on  the  3rd,  four  on 
the  4th,  three  on  the  5th,  four  on  the  7th,  and  two  on  the 
9th.  He  also  landed  a  bull  trout  (141b.),  in  very  poor 
condition,  which,  if  made  up,  would  weigh  over  201b.  He 
has  now  gone  south.  The  Duke  of  Portland  and  his 
brother,  Lord  Bentinck,  arrived  at  Invergarry  on  Monday 
evening.and  landed  one  salmon.  To-day  (Tuesday)  they  have 
landed  five,  four  of  which  were  clem  run,  and  one,  a  real 
model,  of  251b.  ;  the  weights  of  the  others  were  241b,  221b, , 
18ib,  and  161b.  The  river  is  in  excellent  flood,  and  owing 
to  the  snow  on  the  high  hills  and  fresh  weather,  will 
continue  so  for  a  number  of  days. — H.  S.  N. 

Inveran,  N.B. — The  weather  has  been  so  stormy  for 
some  time  back  that  the  river  has  not  been  much  fished. 
Since  last  reported  the  angling  tenant  on  the  Shin  had  the 
following  sport :  On  Monday  week  a  salmon  weighing  81b. 
On  Wedntsiay,  three  salmon  of  211b.,  131b.,  and  lOlb.  On 
Thursday,  a  lO-pounder.  On  Friday,  one  of  211b  ;  and  on 
Saturday,  a  20-pounder.    Weather  still  very  unsettled. 

Loch  Ness. — Owing  to  the  fresh  weather  this  water  ij 
in  good  trim,  and  from  four  to  five  fish  have  been  grassed 
daily  for  the  past  week.  There  are  anglers  staying  at  the 
Lovat  Arms  and  Chisholm's  Hotel,  Fort  Augustus,  and 
at  the  Invermoriston  Hotel,  and  are  getting  fair  sport. 
April  is  always  considered  a  good  month  for  Loch  Ness. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— Kenmore,  Lech  Tay, 
on  the  11th,  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Stanton  killed  ealmon, 
191b.  ;  on  .the  12th,  M'Diarmid,  keeper,  on  the  reserve 
water,  killed  two  salmon,  221b.  and  16lb.— Wm.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killiu).  —  March  9,  Mr.  Smith,  one 
salmon,  161b.  10th,  Mr.  Smith,  one,  161b  ;  Mr.  M'Donald, 
one,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Orowther,  one,  151b.  11th,  Mr.  Smith, 
one,  161b,  ;  Mrs.  Maisey  (fishing  for  Mr.  Berger),  one, 
lllb,  ;  Mr.  McTaggart,  one,  161b.  12th,  Mr.  Smith,  two, 
261b.,  191b.;  Mr.  McTaggart,  one,  l/lb.  14th,  Mrs. 
Maisey  (fishing  for  Mr.  Crowther),  two),  181b.,  181b.— 
H.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Fortingall).— Capt.  Paul  B.  Maophail,  fishing 
from  the  Fortingall,  landed  a  splendid  salmon  of  171b.  on 
the  lOch.  11th,  Hugh  McLellan,  keeper,  one  of  18ib. 
12th,  Hugh  McLellan,  two,  191b.  and  211b.  14th,  Mr. 
Ford,  one  of  181b.  15th,  Peter  Dewar,  keeper,  two,  191b. 
and  201b.  .River  in  good  ply,  and  lots  of  fish  to  be  seen, 
— Maophail. 

Naver    (Bettyhill,   via   Thurso,    N.B.).— The 

weather  his  been  very  disagreeable  and  most  adverse  to 
angling.  On  March  4,  Mr.  Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge,  landed 
a  salmon  on  beat  No.  1.  On  7th,  Mr.  Taylor,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  caught  a  salmon  on  beat  No.  4 ;  and  Mr.  Smith, 
three,  on  No.  3.  On  8th,  Mr.  Smith  had  two  beauties  of 
14lb.  each  on  No.  4  ;  and  Mr.  Taylor,  one,  on  No.  5.  On 
9th,  Gen.  Holmes,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  talmon  on 
No.  3;  and  Mr.  Smith,  one,  on  No.  5.  On  11th,  Gen. 
Holmes  landed  a  clean  run  beauty  of  10 Jib. — B. 

Noith-East  of  Scotland. — As  indicated  last  week, 
a  considerable  improvement  has  been  experienced  in  sport 
all  over  the  north.  On  the  Balmoral  waters,  H.R.H.  the 
Duke  of  York  is  now  doing  fairly  well.  On  Friday  he 
creeled  three,  of  81b.  to  101b.,  and  on  Saturday,  two,  of 
81b.  each.  He  is  attended  by  Mr.  Donald  Stewart,  Her 
Majesty's  head  keeper,  and  is  staying  at  Abergeldie 
Mains.  On  the  Bikhall  waters  (another  annexe  of  the 
Balmoral  Fishery),  Sir  C.  Cust  was  very  unsuccessful  till 
the  beginning  of  the  present  week,  when  matters  have 
been  shaping  better  with  the  improved  weather  conditions. 
On  the  Invercauld  Ballater  reaches  good  sport  is  also  being 
got.  On  the  Braemar  reaches  sport  is  rife,  and  will  get 
better  every  month  now.  Here  Mr.  McPherson  landed  one 
of  7Jlb.,  two  of  7Jlb.,  and  one  of  71b.  ;  Col.  Moorland, 
Kindrochit  Lodge,  caught  one  of  lllb.,  and  three  of 
average  weights ;  while  Messrs.  Cobbold  and  Banbury,  on 
the  lower  Invercauld  water,  had  four  on  Friday  scaling 
from  71b.  to  81b. ;  six  on  Saturday  scaling  fiom  71b.  to 
151b. ;  and  three  and  four  every  other  day  out,  of  average 
weights.  On  the  Glentana  waters,  Mr.  Merry  had  two, 
101b.  and  lllb. ;  Mr.  Barclay,  two,  141b.  and  lllb. ;  and 
Mr.  Bulteel  one  of  7ilb. ;  Mr.  Weglin,  two,  of  Gib. 
and  7ilbj  Mr.  Barclay's  gillie^  two,  of  71b.  and  91b. 
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Water  in  capital  condition  now.  On  Monday,  Dr. 
Jameson  and  Sir  John  Willoughby,  of  South  African 
fame,  arrived  on  ihe  Glentana  water  for  three  weets' 
angling.  During  the  afternoon  Sir  John  had  three 
fish,  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  101b.,  and  on  Tuesday  one  of 
61b.;  while  Dr.  "Jim"  had  one  of  7Jlb.  on  Monday  and 
one  of  6Jlb.  on  Tuesday.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches  the 
revival  has  been  fully  shared  in  by  all  the  rods,  both  on 
the  Huntly  Arms  and  Castle  sections.  Here  Mr.  Crash- 
way  creeled  seven  fish,  scaling  81b.,  101b.,  101b.,  91b.,  91b., 
7ib.,  and  7ilb. ;  Mr.  Talbot,  two,  of  81b.  and  101b. ;  Mr. 
Palmer's  gillie,  three,  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  61b.;  and  Mr. 
Birch,  five,  scaling  from  81b.  to  171b. ;  Mr.  Sharp  had, 
also,  one  of  7ilb. ;  and  Mr.  Dane's  gillie,  one  of  61b. 
On  the  Kincardine  section,  Mr.  L.  Davidson  creeled  two, 
of  71b.  and  81b.,  on  Desswood,  Harper  (keeper)  having 
five,  of  71b.,  81b.,  SJlb.,  lOIb.,  andl2Jlb.  On  Carlogie,  Mr. 
Haslam  had  one,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson,  one  of  131b. 
On  the  Lodge  water.  Col.  Leith  Koss  creeled  five,  of  61b., 
61b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  141b.;  and  General  Macintyre,  V.C., 
one  of  61b.  On  Borrowstone,  Mr.  W.  R.  Russell  had 
four,  of  71b.,  81b.,  101b.,  and  12ilb.  On  Ballcgie,  Mr.  E. 
E.  Drummond  landed  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.  On  Wednes- 
day Mr.  C.  B.  Marsham  had  one  of  231b.,  and  Mr.  R. 
Marsham,  two,  of  71b.  and  91b.  On  the  Cairn  ton  and 
Blackball  Castle  similar  results  have  been  obtained.  In 
the  lower  waters  sport  is  very  slow.  Only  two  fish  have 
been  as  yet  got  on  the  Cnlter  section  by  the  lessee,  E. 
Kistner,  although  some  reports  have  stated  otherwise.  On 
the  Don  trout  fishing  has  begun,  the  March  Brown 
bringing  some  fairish  trout  to  the  bank ;  but  they 
will  be  all  the  better  for  some  week's  feeding  yet. 
On  the  Ythan  little  doing  since  the  opaniog,  till  lately, 
whsn  the  water  got  into  fishing  condition.  The  best 
basket  as  yet  has  been  that  of  Mr,  Andrew  Murray, 
Advocate,  Aberdeen,  which  weighed  251b. ;  all  to  March 
Brown. — G.  M. 

Oich  (Port  Augustus,  N.B.).— The  river  is  in  full 
flood,  and  a  few  fish  are  got.  Fishing  for  Mr.  Perkins,  of 
London,  Duncan  Fraser  hooked  and  landed,  without  any 
help,  a  beautiful  salmon  of  231b.  on  Thursday  last. — 
H.  S.  N. 

South,  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  no  improve- 
ment in  the  anghng  on  the  rivers  of  this  district.  Since 
last  week's  notes  both  weather  and  waters  have  been 
against  sport.  Yesterday  (Tuesday)  rain  fell,  and  there 
was  a  rise  of  2in.  or  Bin.  in  the  height  of  the  waters. 
More  rain  fell  to-day,  and  the  height  has  been  raised  about 
a  foot.  From  the  temperature  of  the  water  it  is  evident 
that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  melted  snow,  and  there 
is  no  chance  of  angling  improving  until  we  get 
a  rousing  flood.  The  weather  has  a  decided 
unsettled  look  to-night,  and  rain  is  commencing  to  fall. 
On  the  Annan  there  have  been  no  spring  salmon  killed 
this  week.  Mr.  James  Thomson,  fisherman  for  Mr.  A. 
Nicholson,  hooked  and  landed  a  salmon  this  afternoon, 
but  it  turned  out  to  be  a  kelt  and  it  was  returned. 
Several  salmon  have  been  rising  and  one  or  two  lost. 
Kelts  are  numerous  in  the  higher  waters,  and  w  11  likely 
remain  until  a  fresh  carries  them  seawards.  In  the  Nith, 
as  also  in  the  Galloway  and  Ayrshire  rivers,  no  sport 
is  reported  this  week.  Trout  are  now  making  up  in 
condition,  as  a  rise  of  March  Brown  fly  has  been  on  the 
waters  daily,  but  few  anglers  are  fishing  for  brown  trout ; 
they  are  gererally  left  alone  until  April.  In  the  Sol  way 
the  first  show  of  spring  salmon  of  the  season  took  place  on 
Monday.  The  drift  net3  had  nearly  a  dozen  beautiful 
little  spring  salmon,  and  yesterday  eight  or  nine  were 
caught  by  the  toa(  s.  The  poke  nets  have  had  an  odd  fish 
or  two.  Not  much  is  being  done  so  far  in  the  stake  nets. 
The  Eden  has  been  doing  exceptionally  well  in  the  middle 
waters.  Some  of  the  rods  have  killed  several  fish  per  day. 
In  the  Esk  one  or  two  salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on 
the  lower  reaches.  There  is  now  no  signs  of  disease  in 
the  rivers. — He.\thee  Bell. 

Spey. — The  weather  has  now  improved,  but  the  river  is 
swollen  owing  to  a  freshet  having  set  in,  with  the  result 
that  a  large  amount  of  snow  lying  on  the  upper  reaches  is 
rapidly  disappearing.  The  pools  on  some  of  the  upper 
reaches  are  too  full  to  predict  with  any  certainty  what  the 
spring  fishing  is  likely  to  be,  but  from  the  size  and  con- 
dition of  the  fish  being  got  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  season  will  be  good.  In  fact,  as  a  rule,  it  is  as 
yet  above  the  average.  Finnock  are  not  plentiful ;  but 
yellow  trout  are  much  in  evidence,  and  of  good  quality. 
From  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Wm. 
Duncan  had  a  sabnon  of  81b. ;  and  on  Friday,  Mr.  Fen, 
Viewfield  ViUa,  had  one  of  71b.,  and  a  baauty  of  a  yellow 
trout  of  41b,  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Jas.  Grant  had  one  of 
81b.  on  the  Carron  water ;  while  on  the  Aberlour  House 
water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  John  Mackenzie  had  two  of 
71b.,  and  on  this  day  week  one  of  51b. — G.  M. 

Lochleveu  (Kinross).— The  first  capture  this  season 
on  Lochleven  was  effected  on  Thursday,  last  week,  being 
three  weeks  earlier  than  last  year.  First  blood  fell  to  the 
rod  of  Mr.  Donaldson,  Minneapolis,  who  captured  a  fine 
conditioned  trout  of  lib.  The  weather,  though  promising 
in  the  morning,  became  cold  towards  noon,  while  the  wind 
freshened  from  the  south-west  and  blew  half  a  gale,  which 
necessitated  an  early  return  to  the  pier. — Robert  Laing. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  best  results  jet  got  have>been  from  Borgham  and 
Carham  waters,  belonging  to  Lord  Home,  the  Hirsel,  and 
on  the  Floors  Castle  lower  fastness.  On  the  former 
waters.  Lord  Dunglas  (the  Earl  of  Home's  son),  on 
Birgham  Dub,  and  the  Cradles,  killed  three  spring 
salmon,  weighing  respectively  71b.,  91b  ,  and  161b.  ;  and 
on  the  lower  water  the  fishermen  had  two  salmon  of  121b. 
and  161b.  At  Dritton  Point  and  Pikey,  Lord  Dunglas 
killed  two  salmon  of  91b.  and  81b.  ;  while  the  Hon.  H. 
Marsham  also  had  one  salmon  of  6Jlb.  All  these  fish 
have  been  killed  since  the  4th  of  the  month,  and  shows  up 
very  well  so  far  as  the  season  has  gone,    On  the  same 


Waters,  on  the  12th  inst..  Lord  Jedburgh  (the  Marquij  of 
Lothian's  son),  on  the  Dub,  killed  one  salmon  of  81b.  On 
the  14th,  on  Dritton  Point,  Lord  Dunglai  killed  one  of 
17ilb;  and  on  the  same  diy,  on  the  Kirkend  cast,  the 
Hon.  Henry  Marsham  grassed  one  of  8Jlb.  On  the 
Makerstoun  Water,  oa  Saturdiy  week,  Mr.  Cobbold 
succeeded  in  killing  one  very  fine  clean  run  spring  salmon 
of  191b.,  while  he  returnod  three  kelts.  On  the  Monday 
following  the  same  angler  killed  a  spring  salmon  of  81b  , 
while  he  ran  and  again  returned  six  salmon  kelts.  On 
the  Lower  Floors  Castle  fastnesses  his  Graoj  the  Duke  of 
Roxburghe  last  week  killed  two  handsome  spring  salmon, 
of  61b.  and  71b.  respectively ;  and  on  Tuesday  he  had  one 
of  131b.,  besides  running  and  returning  three  salmon  kelts. 
On  the  Ednam  Housa  under  water  on  Monday,  Mr.  James 
Steel,  fishmonger,  Kelso,  had  a  bull  trout  of  61b.  On  the 
Hendersjde  water,  on  Saturday  last,  Mr.  Thos.  Pringle, 
Westwood  Cottage,  Kelso,  while  angling  for  salmon  with 
the  minnow,  hooked  and  successfully  landed  a  very  hand- 
some pike  in  grand  condition,  and  which  drew  the  scale 
at  121b. ;  on  the  same  day  he  had  also  91b.  of  trout  and 
a  few  grayling,  taken  with  fly.  On  Monday  last  the  same 
angler,  fishing  wiih  fly,  killed  a  fine  basket  of  101b.  of 
trout.  On  the  Teviot,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  T.  Maxwell, 
Kelso,  had  41b.  of  trout  with  fly  ;  while  on  Monday  he 
had  41b.  again  ;  and  on  Tuesday  he  had  a  dish  of  21b, 
Several  other  baskets  of  trout  have  been  killed  with 
fly  on  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  during  the  past  tendajs, 
weighing  from  2Jlb.  up  to  41b,  and  51b. ;  but  there  has  not 
as  yet  been  what  may  be  called  a  proper  "  rise  "  to  the 
fly.  The  salmon  fishings  on  the  Teviot  have  yielded  fairly 
good  so  far  as  the  season  has  gone.  A  fortnight  ago,  Mr. 
McCutoheon  had  a  n:o3  fish  of  61b.  ;  cn  the  7th,  Mr. 
Adam  Elliot,  farmer,  Caverton,  had  a  fine  spring  fish  of 
6 Jib.,  and  a  bull  trout,  while  he  had  to  return  a  grilse  kelt 
and  a  salmon  kelt.  On  the  following  Friday  he  had  again 
a  cle  in  run  fish  of  4Jlb. ,  and  once  more  had  to  return  a 
heavy  ealmon.kelt, — M.4.xwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS, 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Weather 
fine,  with  slight  showers.  Water  in  perfect  order  on  the 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn.  On  last  Saturday  Mr.  Willson 
played  a  spring  fish  of  about  161b.  for  fifteen  minutes,  and, 
bringing  him  up  to  the  net,  he  got  off.  On  the  Moy  Hotel 
private  waters,  besides  landing  several  kelts,  there  were 
three  fiah  killed  on  the  weir  pool  during  the  week.  I,  the 
correspondent,  landed  several  kelts  also  on  the  private 
waters  of  the  Moy  Hotel. — John  Devers. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  continues  poor. 
Water  down  to  summer  level.  The  trout  anglers  are 
getting  some  fair  baskets,  chiefly  with  the  Olive  Dun. 
Good  fishing  cannot  be  expected  until  we  get  some  rain. — 
W.  Haykes  and  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section). — The  weather  during  the 
past  few  days  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  the 
river  is  exceedingly  low,  and  grilse  flies  necessary,  but 
even  under  these  conditions  fairly  good  sport  has  been 
had.  Since  my  last  report  Col.  Rock  and  Col.  Cunliffe 
had  seven  fish,  from  101b.  to  201b.  each.  On  Upper  Black 
Castle,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and  party  had  eleven  fish,  from 
91b.  to  221b.  each.  On  Lower  Black  Castle,  the  Messrs. 
Meakin  had  three  (largest  191b.).  On  the  Blackwater  and 
Chadwick's  MiU  Fishery,  Mr.  Boylan  had  two  fish.  The 
following  are  the  results  on  the  principal  fisheries,  as  far  as 
I  can  learn,  for  the  first  four  weeks  of  the  s3a3on  ending 
March  12  :  On  Upper  Black  Castle,  fifty-six  ;  on  Lower 
Black  Castle,  twenty-three;  oa  Ardmulchan,  twenty; 
and  on  the  Messrs.  Jamieson's  Fishery,  thirty  fish. — 
Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes. — Sinca  last  report  the  weather  has  con- 
tinued very  stormy  and  unsettled.  Mr.  T.  Feely  landed 
a  nice  fish,  weighing  141b.,  on  10th  inst.  The  river  is  in 
high  flood  at  time  of  writing.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Coomavoher  Lake. — Sport  has  been  very  good  with 
brown  trout  since  last  report,  as  the  weather  was 
generally  favourable  for  fly  fishing.  The  trout  rose 
well  at  nearly  all  times. — J.  J.  D. 

Cummeravanie  Lake.— Brown  _  trout  fishing  has 
afforded  generally  good  sport  on  this  water  during  the 
past  wee'r.  The  best  sport  was  had  from  the  northern 
shores,  and  small  dark  flies  were  the  best  killers. — T.  J.  D, 

Drenane  Lake, — Sport  at  brown  trout  continues  good 
on  this  water.  The  following  were  among  the  more 
successful  anglers  last  week:  Messrs.  J.  Quinlan,  P. 
SulKvan,  J.  Dwyer,  I.  Connell,  P.  Grady,  and  D.  J.  0. 
Srdlivan.  The  baskets  had  contained  from  two  dozen  to 
four  dozen  fish,  running  about  three  to  the  pound. — T.  J.  D. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry). — Brown  trout  anglers  on  favourable 
days  had  pretty  good  sport,  though  the  water  was  rather 
low.  The  sea  trout  fishing  is  expected  to  open  early  this 
year.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork), — Salmon  fishing  for  the  past  week 
has  plastically  been  at  a  standstill.  Water  down  to 
summer  level  and  exceedingly  clear.  Fish  are  showing  in 
large  numbers,  but  absolutely  refuse  to  take  anything. 
Very  little  fishing  can  be  expected  until  we  get  some  rain. 
The  following  have  b:en  successful :  J.  Gubbius  and 
party,  on  Warren's  Court  Fisher/,  six,  from  8,b  to  161b.  ; 
G._  H.  Kenrick,  on  Nettleville,  one,  111b.  ;  H.  W.  R. 
Millais,  Hampshire  Regiment,  on  Fargus,  one,  101b.  ; 
F.  W.  Allen,  two,  81b  ,  111b.  ;  M.  F.  Barry,  on?,  111b.  ; 
J.  B.  Massey,  one,  lOJlb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Killarney. — Salmon  angHng  has  fallen  away  generally 
on  lake  and  river,  but  brown  trout  fishing  has  been  fair. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Salmon  angling  has  improved,  though  it  is  still  far  from 
being  good.  The  following  are  details  for  the  week  : 
Denis  Currane;  two  salmon,  14|lb.  and  9|lb. ;  Ned 
Dennehy,  two,  ll|lb.  and  lOJlb.  ;  Patrick  Murphy,  one, 
12ilb. ;  Johnny  Brennan,  one,  131b.  ;  and  Michael 
Brennan,  one,  12Jlb.   Several  brown  trout  have  been  had 


by  anglers,  while  trolling  for  salmon,  ranging  from  lib.  to 
41b.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mack   (Clonbur,   co.  Galway.).  —  The 

lough  is  in  good  order  and  trout  fishing  opaned  well.  At 
present  sport  is  almost  exclusively  confined  to  loca 
anglers.    Some  English  visitors  are  shortly  expected. 

Lough  Melvin. — Lord  Conyngham  landed  the  first 
spring  salmon  of  the  season  on  this  lake,  on  the  9th  inst., 
a  handsome  fresh  run  fish  of  111b.  A  numbar  of  English 
anglers  are  to  arrive  to-day  at  Scott's  Hotel  Garrison  to 
fish  Lough  Melvin,  where  good  spirt  should  be  had  during 
the  coming  week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — Pollen  fishing  has  not  been  so  good 
latterly,  and  the  same  applies  to  trout  netting.  Demand 
from  the  cross-channel  markets  is  steady.  Trouting  on 
the  tributaries  of  the  lough  has  not  been  very  succjssful 
so  far. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).— The  river  is 
now  in  sp'.cadid  order,  and  weather  fine,  and  a  good 
supply  of  spring  fish  in  the  pools.  The  lough  has  fallen 
very  much  ;  few  trout  were  got,  and  two  kelts  lanled  close 
to  Mr.  Tom  Clark's  hotel.  Mr.  George  Flynn,  Imperial 
Hotel,  on  the  9th,  onj  salmon,  181b.;  on  the  11th,  one 
salmon,  121b.  ;  on  the  12th,  on  the  Imperial  Hotel  water, 
one  salmon,  111b.,  and  lost  a  beauty  just  ready  for  the 
net.  Eighteen  kelts  landed  ;  some  of  them  were  well 
meded  aui  showed  good  sport.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  on  the 
12th  lost  large  springer,  after  forty  minutes'  play  ;  landed 
several  kelts.  The  above  springers  were  taken  on  my 
new  fly,  namely.  Her  Majesty. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Berg  (Killaloe).— On 
Tuesday  there  was  a  brace  of  very  beautiful  spring  salmon 
taken  on  Major  Traherne's  reserved  water  here,  one  of 
them,  a  24-pounder,  by  Mrs.  Lister,  and  the  other,  a 
26-pounder,  by  the  Major  himself.  On  Monday,  Major 
Traherne's  fisherncei.  Patsy  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty  hooked 
and  played  for  a  long  time  (indeed,  to  be  more  accurate,  it 
was  Patsy  who  did  the  hooking  and  playing),  an  enormous 
freshly-run  salmon,  which  they  considered  would  have 
weighed  381b.  or  401b.,  for  the  best  of  reasons,  (hit  the 
fish  showed  several  times.  He  made  two  grand  plunges 
after  being  hooked,  but  broke  away  after  a  fine  bout.  On 
the  Incha  water,  aljove  the  bridge,  John  Johnson  killed  a 
salmon  of  14ilb.,  and  F.  Johnson  got  one  of  141b.  Water 
in  good  ily  and  prospects  very  promising,  as  fish  are 
ascending. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell),— On  Doonas?,  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams  killed  :  11th,  one  salmon,  141b.  OnNewgarden, 
Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed:  10th,  one  salmon,  271b.  ;  14th, 
one  salmon,  311b.  On  Woodlands  the  fishermen  killed: 
9th,  one  salmon,  371b.  ;  11th,  onesalmon,  30Jlb.  On  the 
Castle  fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed :  9th,  one 
salmon,  321b.  ;  10th,  one  salmon,  26lb. — John  Enright 
AND  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Blackwater  is  in  fair  order, 
and  on  the  Benhurt  sections  a  few  trout  were  creeled 
this  week  by  local  men,  chiefly.  I  understand  that  the 
Belfast  Angling  Association  is  desirous  of  cb  aining  a 
piece  of  water  on  this  river.  On  the  Ballinderry  hardly 
anything  has  been'done  lately. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville. — No  salmon  anglers  have  been  out  since 
last  report.  Brown  trout  anglers  continue  to  get  good 
sport  between  the  bridge  and  the  lake.  Salmon  are  now 
coming  up  freely. — T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers. — These  rivers  are  now  yielding 
pretty  good  trout  fishing  ;  but  only  poor  or  indifferent 
sport  was  had  at  salmon. — T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — The  pre s ant  week  opened  badly 
for  sportsmen,  the  only  two  gentlemen  who  wetted  their 
linas  beirg  Col.  Moore  and  Mr.  Linfoot,  and  neither 
had  so  much  as  a  bite  during  the  whole  day.  Undeterred 
by  the  above  lack  of  sport,  Messrs.  Skilling,  Buehnell, 
Filmer,  and  Dr.  Woodward,  together  with  the  two  above- 
mentioned  gentlemen,  fished  for  several  hours  on  Monday; 
but,  saving  a  small  rockling  taken  by  the  doctor,  not  a 
fish  was  caught  by  any  of  them.  Mr.  Filmer  had  the 
pier  all  to  himself  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  took  half  a 
doztn  small  fish.  He  was  joinjd  in  the  afternoon  by 
Messrs.  Bushaell,  Cooje.-,  ^Vood,  and  Horncastle,  aui 
Dr.  Woodward  ;  but  the  afternoon's  catch  was  meagre, 
though  the  doctor  caught  one  large  whiting,  evidently  a 
straggler.  To-day  (Wednesday)  Mr.  Bushneil  had  quite 
a  nice  catch  of  codlings,  pouting,  and  dabs,  though  four 
other  anglers  who  patronised  the  pier  did  scarcely  any- 
thing. The  water  has  greatly  improved  in  colour  during 
the  list  twenty -four  hours.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.), 

Beal. — Several  anglers  put  in  an  appearance  the  latter 
part  of  week,  but  o  wing  to  the  water  being  so  very  thick, 
no  sport  was  to  be  obtained ;  and  this  last  two  days  local 
fishermen  have  brought  in  from  seven  to  twenty-five  nice 
codling.  The  wind  is  now  westerly,  and  water  in  bettsr 
condition.  If  weather  favourable,  it  will  suit  to  go  out 
about  6  a.m.  the  latter  part  of  week  ;  little  later  the  early 
part  of  next  week. — Edward  Hanger. 

Shoreham. — Good  sport  may  now  be  obtained  at  the 
Billy  Boy.  As  many  as  thirty  or  forty  codling  have  been 
taken  by  one  boat  in  a  day  recently.  —  Ernest  V. 
Clark  (B.S.A  S.). 


Notwithstanding  the  great  succjss  of  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  the  management  have  not  neglected  the 
genaral  entertainments,  and  last  Monday  introduced  an 
almost  new  show  throughout.  Two  of  the  most  amusing 
"  turns"  are  Jewell's  Marionettes,  which  are  manipulated 
most  perfectly,  and  Kriesel's  dogs,  who  go  through  a  meat 
sagacious  and  interesting  performance.  There  are  seventy- 
three  "  turns,"  and  the  entertainments  run  from  11  a.m. 
until  11.30  p.m.  I  am  told  that  the  angling  clubs  are 
availing  themselves  of  the  special  cheap  tickets  in  large 
quantities. 
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Jingling  ^ufurcs. 

March  20.  — — 

Alma  :  Outing. 
Camden  :  Outin?. 

Collingword :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Competition  at  St.  Margaret's  in  aid  of  the  funds  of 
the  A.B.S. 

North  London  ;  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  cubing. 

Rose  and  Crown  ;  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
March  21. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Lincoln  :  Benefit  concert. 

St.  Thomas :  Visit. 
March  22. 

Crown  and  Buckland  ;  A.B.S.  concert. 

Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 
March  23. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's  :  Annual  dinner. 
March  24. 

Bath  Angleis'  Association:  Smoking  concert. 


March  27. — Clapham  Strollers  :  Piize  outing. 

„  28, — Bloonishury  Brothers  :  Concert. 

„  28.— Camden:  Visit. 

,,  29. — Anglers'  Pride  :  Visit. 

,,  29. — Kingston  Piscatorial :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  29. — Westbourne  Park  Piscatoi ills  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  31. — Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
April    5. — Hoxton  Brothers  ;  Concert. 

,,       5. — Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,       0. — Albion  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,       6. — St.  John's  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  14. — North-East  Brothers :  Annual  supper. 

,,  20. — St.  Ives  :  Annual  dinner. 

„  21. — Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  meeting. 

,,  21. — Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  25. — Heiits  of  Oak  :  Supper. 

,,  28. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 


3^epotts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Eveniugf.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  Mouse,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Eeport  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  6s.  6d.  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Brunsw'ck 
Brothers  A.S.  The  next  committee  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Friday  evening,  March  25,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  March  21, 
at  8. 30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Eastern  District  No.  2) 
Visiting  List. — A  return  visit  was  paid  to  the  Con- 
vivial Angling  Society  on  the  14th.  The  talent  was 
excellent,  but  the  attendance  rather  small,  seven  clubs 
only  beicg  represented.  The  nest  visit  will  go  to  the 
Crown  and  Buckland  Angling  Society ;  date  not  yet  to 
hand. — F.  Thorling. 

Albeit  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance  Tavern, 
Vassal-road,  Brixton,  S.W. — On  March  13  we  had  a 
good  show  of  dace  from  the  Thames,  111b.  8oz.,  and  one 
roach,  lib.  3oz.  I  hope  all  members  will  clear  themselves 
on  tha  books  before  the  end  of  the  month,  so  as  to  enable 
me  to  get  out  the  balance-sheet  at  an  early  date. — 
William  Eyke. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Frampton 
Arms,  Well-street,  South  Hackney. — Members  will  see  by 
the  above  that  the  society  hive  removed.  Mr.  Albright 
Wdighed-in  perch  on  13th.  Our  return  visit  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday,  April  6,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  bumber 
at  the  new  clubhouse.  Two  members  have  been  made 
and  one  proposed. — H.  Haines. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. — 
Only  one  member  weighed-in  on  the  13th,  viz.,  Ben,  with 
roach  from  the  Thames.  We  finish  up  cur  quarter  on 
31st.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  the  20th,  at  the 
Lea  A.B.  competition  at  St.  Margaret's.  I  have  the 
tickets  for  sale  at  Liverpool-street  Station.  I  have  also 
the  Royal  Aquarium  Fishery  tickets  for  sale.  Wednesday 
evening  next  will  be  quarterly  night. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields.— Oh  March  13  Mr.  J. 
Seymour  weighed-in  one  perch,  lib.  OJoz.  There  are 
three  prizes  on  the  list  not  won.  They  will  be  competed 
for  on  March  20,  at  St.  Margaret's.  Same  conditions  as 
A.B.  competition.  All  to  go  by  the  train  leaving 
Liverpool-street  at  9  o'clock.— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— On  Wednesday  evening 
we  had  some  good  business  done.  Members  please  note 
next  Wednesday  general  meeting  night  for  important 
business;  roll  called  9.30 ;  fines  enforced. — G.  H. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — The  return  visit  on  the  Central 
Associition  was  paid  to  this  society  on  Monday,  March  14, 
when  our  spacious  club-room  was  well  filled.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmoie  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  ably 
filled  the  duty  of  vice-chairman.  A  letter  was  read  from 
our  presideiit  regretting  his  inability  to  be  present,  but 
hoping  we  should  have  a  good  evening.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore,  who  had  attended  the  netting  operations  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  that  day,  exhibited  a  fine  bream  of  nearly  31b., 
which  he  said  had  accidentally  been  killed  during  the 


netting  operations,  in  which  over  three  tons  of  fish  had 
been  placed  in  the  river,  including  over  300  bream,  of 
which  the  one  exLibited  was  one  of  the  small  ones,  and  he 
hoped  the  meeting  would  endorse  the  action  of  the 
T.  A..P.S.  committee  in  having  such  a  fine  numbar  of  stock 
fish  placed  in  the  Thames.  A  collection  on  behalf 
of  the_  T.A.P.S.  was  made,  £1  53.  being  the  result, 
for  which  Mr.  Elsmore  and  Mr.  Wade  thanked  the 
meeting.  The  following  gentlemen  contributed  to 
the  harmony  of  the  evening :  Mr.  F.  Steptoe  (Royal 
George),  Mr.  Shaw  (president  £t.  Thomas's),  Mr.  F. 
Bowden,  Mr.  J.  Grant,  Mr.  Chas.  Kemp  (Anchor  and 
Hope),  Mr.  Toovey  (Angler's  Pride),  Mr.  H.  Allen  (St. 
Albans),  Mr.  Will  Francis  (Collinawood),  Mr.  Geo. 
George  (St.  Thomas),  Mr.  Shepherd,  Mr.  Penny,  Mr.  C. 
Watling  (Great  Northern),  and  numerous  others.  Mr. 
J.  G.  King  ofliciated  at  the  piano.  On  March  13  the 
members  competed  for  six  prizes,  in  the  Thames,  but  no 
fish  weie  wtighed-in.  The  prizes  will  be  open  for 
March  20.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  E.  Cork  was  elected  a 
workir  g  member. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Ancnor  Fishing  Society,  Druid's  Head,  Market- 
place, Kingston. — A  general  meeting  of  tha  above  society 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  at  the  headquaters,  the 
Druid's  Head  Hotel,  Market-place,  Kingston- on-Thames, 
Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill  presiding  over  a  good  attenlance 
of  members,  includirg  Messrs.  Barnes,  Amphlett,  P. 
Collins,  Pack,  jun.,  R.  Howse,  Kimpster,  Purdue, 
Hedges,  and_  Charter,  &c.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  having  been  passed,  the  chairman  proposed  that 
the  annual  dinner  be  held  on  Apiil  27  at  the  head- 
quarters, of  which  further  notice  will  be  given,  with 
full  particulars.  It  was  also  decided  that  the  next  general 
meeting  be  held  on  April  5,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all 
members  will  attend.  The  roach  competition,  held  on 
March  13,  was  won  by  Mr.  R.  Kimpster,  with  a  fish  of 
lib.  lOJoz. ;  the  second  prize  going  to  Mr.  J.  Charter, 
with  ona  of  lib.  5oz. — J.  Henwood. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — The  Anglers'  Pride  will 
take  a  visit  on  Tuesday,  March  29,  on  the  Central  Associa- 
tion, and  I  hope  to  see  as  many  clubs  to  represent  us  as 
possible.    8.30  p.m.  sharp. — G.  H.  Allen. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  March  13  the 
prize  winners  in  match  at  Great  Marlow  were  as  follows  : 
Messrs.  S.  Aplin,  first,  with  a  good  take  of  perch  ;  F. 
Ireland,  second;  Miller,  third;  Cox,  fourth;  and  W. 
Hersant,  fifth.  Mr.  Addison  also  weighed-in.  A  general 
meeting  will  take  place  on  March  29  for  the  election  of 
officers,  &c.  Will  members  please  clear  the  books  before 
the  month  is  out. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Clapham 
Junction,  S.W. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
had  fish  :  Mr.  E.  Cooper,  roach  and  perch  (largest  perch, 
lib.  3|oz.) ;  Messrs.  Harris  and  Tringbam  had  jick.  Will 
members  kindly  attend  next  meeting  n-ght  at  8.30  p.m. 
for  important  business. — T.  Tringham. 

Bloamsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  March  13 
Mr.  J.  Taylor  weighcd  in  perch  and  jack,  31b.  9Joz.,  one 
perch  weighing  12oz.  On  March  28  we  have  a  compli- 
mentary concert  and  visit  to  our  new  host,  at  the  above 
house,  on  which  occasion  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by 
Mr.  R.  Lummes,  and  some  excellent  talent  provided. — 
T.  Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Notting  Hill. — On  March  13  only  two  prizes  were 
taken,  Messrs.  Chapman,  first ;  P.  Harley,  second.  On 
the  15th  the  prizes  won  by  members  for  the  past  year  were 
distributed.  The  auditors  gave  in  their  report,  which  was 
considered  very  satisfactory.  The  re-election  of  ofiicers 
stands  over  till  next  week. — H.  Dagworthy. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — The  last  club  ouiing 
took  placa  at  Shiplake,  cn  March  13,  when  Mr.  Sandgr 
took  first  prize.  On  March  11  Mr.  C.  Brown  and  Mr. 
Blackwood  weighed  in  two  splendid  takes  of  roach  and 
jack  from  private  water ;  largest  fish,  Mr.  Brown,  jick, 
101b.  lOoz. ;  roach,  lib.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Blackwood,  jack, 
121b.  13oz. ;  roxch,  lib.  ISioz.,  and  lib.  ISJoz.  Mr. 
Moore  also  weighed  in  from  'Thames  roach  and  jack,  6ilb. 

— C.  ASHBY. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. 
— We  had  a  very  poor  show  on  Mai'ch  13,  only  one 
member  weigliag  in  fish,  namely,  Mr.  H.  Tame,  roach 
and  perch.  The  three  prizes  given  by  our  host,  Mr. 
Goodchild,  have  bien  won  by  the  following  members  :  H. 
Udile,  first ;  Mr.  Pells,  second  ;  and  H.  C.  Lanton,  third. 
Absent  members  please  notice  that  I  should  like  to  see 
these  prizes  sent  in  as  s3on  as  possible  for  distribution  on 
our  supper  n'ght  early  in  April. — H.  T. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  March  13  Mr.  Hubbard  weighed-in 
roach  ;  Mr.  G.  Boddy,  perch  ;  Mr.  P.  Loft,  jack.  The 
next  return  visit  (No.  1  Eastern  District)  wiil  take  place 
at  the  above  club  on  March  28,  when  all  clubs  are  cordially 
invited.  I  beg  to  return  thanks  on  behalf  of  H.  Haokettto 
those  gentlemen  who  helped  to  make  his  benefit  concert  a 
success.  Will  secretaries  of  clubs  kindly  send  on  books 
of  tickets  or  cash,  so  that  it  can  be  settled  up. — 
P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarenoe- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — We  have  a  roving  matc'a  for 
several  prizes  on  March  20.  I  wish  to  remind  our  friends 
of  the  return  visit,  March  28. — E.  Boxall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  l\Iarch  13,  but  met  \vith  poor  sport, 
only  two  weighing  in  fish.  Mr.  R,  Lashwood  and  Mr.  O. 
Jones  weighed-in  roach  and  dice.    I  hope  members  will 


not  forget  the  competition  on  the  26th  in-.t.  for  the  benefit 
of  the  A.B.S. — O.  Jones. 
Clapham  Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W.— 
On  March  6  Mr.  A.  Heyman  weighed-in  a  pike  of 
91b.  12|  jz.  ;  and  Messrs.  Bowatsr  and  J.  Thome,  roach. 
On  March  13  we  fished  a  consolation  match  at  Maysbury, 
but  met  with  very  poor  sport.  Mr.  A.  Bowater  weighed- 
in  pike,  7Jlb.,  from  other  waters.  If  tickets  are  required 
for  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  receive  names  as  soon  as  possible. — 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
Iiist. — A  successful  visit  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to  the 
Lincoln  A.S.  on  Wednesday  evening,  Mr.  Richards  in  the 
chair;  nine  societies  only  being  represented,  viz.,  Great 
Northern  Brothers',  Lincoln,  Crown  and  Buckland, 
Eustonim,  Camden,  Phcenix,  Royal  George,  Queen's 
Piscatorials,  and  Wenlock.  'They  had  good  talent,  and 
plenty  of  it,  and  a  crowded  house.  The  next  visit  will  be 
to  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A.S. ,  held  at  the  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green ;  dxte  not  yet  to  hand. — F. 
Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Eensal-road,  W.— On 
March  13  very  poor  shows  were  the  order,  Messrs.  E. 
Baxter,  A.  Howland,  and  T.  Twyman  were  the  only  ones 
to  weigh-in  for  the  wind  up.  Mr.  G.  Percival  weighed-in, 
on  the  14th,  only  121b.  for  two  days'  fishing.  I  hope 
membars  will  note  that  the  last  quarter  is  nearly  at  an 
end. — T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — Our  outing 
on  13th  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  Ball,  chub,  firit;  Mr, 
Downes  also  wtighed-in.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be 
fished  as  consolation  prizes  at  St.  Margaret's  on  March  20 
(members  who  have  not  won  a  prize  only  to  compete) ; 
usual  conditions;  may  compete  in  A.B.S.  competition, 
and  of  course  abide  by  the  A.B.S.  committee  rules  — W. 
Ash. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester- 
row,  Westminster,  S.W. — On  March  13  Mr.  A.  W. 
peorga  weighed-in  bream  and  roach.  A  special  meeting 
is  called  for  March  23  for  election  of  officers, — J.  White, 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.  —  We 
fish  for  the  prizes  not  won  during  the  season  on 
March  20,  in  connection  with  the  A.B.S.  competition. 
Our  concert  on  Tuesday  next,  for  the  same  deserving 
object,  promises  to  be  a  success.  Will  those  clubs  not 
receiving  programmes  do  their  best  to  support  me,  as  it  is 
impossible  to  write  to  all.  Mr.  Townsend  has  been 
elected  a  member.  Tickets  for  the  A.B.S.  competition 
cin  be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse  ;  also  for  the  Aquarium, 
at  the  reduced  price. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Anus, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  March  13  a  few  members 
were  out,  Messrs.  F.  Baldwin  and  C.  Pocook  weighing-in 
some  very  handsome  dace.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday  next ;  important. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Margin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Outing  last  week  very  un- 
fortunate, as  although  members  were  out  not  one  weighed- 
in.  "Several  visitors  attended  on  Wednesday  last,  and  a 
lively  evening  spent,  Professor  Eaglewhisk's  lecture  on 
"  Crooks  and  Cranks"  being  much  appreciated.  Chair- 
man, Mr.  Elton  ;  vice,  Major  Brothers.— H.  Brock. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway-road,  N. — Our  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  on  Thursday,  April  21,  instead  of  the  7th, — A, 
Clayton* 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — The  outing  on  March  13  resulted  in 
the  first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  Fulton,  who  had  a 
nice  jiok  of  81b.  Mr.  Shepherd  also  had  a  jack  of 
3jlb.,  and  some  perch.  As  we  have  a  few  prizes  that 
have  not  been  taken,  we  have  arranged  to  have  our 
next  outing  in  the  sea  some  time  during  the  close 
season. — A.  T. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HUlingdon-street,  Walworth. — A  few  membars  were  out 
on  March  13,  but  very  few  fish  were  weighed-in  at  the 
club.  Mr.  T.  Rosser  and  C.  Rosser  had  a  few  nice 
roach.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Wednesday 
next,  as  we  have  some  very  important  business  to  bring 
before  all  members. — T.  Rosser. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — On  March  6  Mr.  Heid 
weighed-in  jack  and  roach  ;  and  on  the  13th  Mr.  Durrell 
weighed-in  roach,  and  Mr.  Grove  chub.  I  have  now  soma 
tickets  for  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  for  those  members 
who  require  them. — C.  S.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
March  13  Messrs.  James  Verity  and  Glaister  we;ghed-in 
roach,  dace,  and  perch.  The  members  of  the  Waltonian 
A.S.  have  arranged  to  give  our  mem bors  a  musical  evening 
at  our  clubhouse  on  Tuesday  next,  March  22,  and  I  hope 
to  see  a  full  muster  of  members  and  friends.  Start  at 
9  p.m.  sharp.— J.  G.  Lawford. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich,  S.E. — At  our  last  meeting  the 
foil  jwing  gave  their  fishing  experience  of  the  closing  day 
of  the  season,  viz.,  the  14th,  on  the  Little  Ouse:  Mr. 
Church,  jack,  40lb.  weight  (the  smallest  41b.) ;  Mr.  Birch, 
four  jack  (largest  51b.  15oz.) ;  and  myself  a  fine  dace  of 
13oz.,  and  several  good  roach  lib.  cash,  altogether  a  good 
wind  up  for  the  season.  Our  annual  dinner  will  shortly  takd 
place,  due  notice  of  which  will  ba  given  to  the  Fishing 
Qazcfte.—J.  Deyden. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Mr.  Jeffries  had  a  show  of 
roach  ;  Mr,  Callcutt,  roach  and  jack ;  Mr,  Durell  had  a 
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nice  chub.  I  hope  members  will  not  forget  that  on 
April  25  our  annual  supper  takes  place— 0.  Smith. 

Higrhbury  Anglingf  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway.— Daring  the  last  week  the 
following  were  to  the  fore:  J.  Parsons,  Mo.  g)od  roach, 
from  the  Kennet ;  T.  A.  Shaw,  181b.  roach  and  chub  ;  and 
G.  H.  Rutherford,  roach,  chub,  and  jick  (largest,  81b.). 
On  the  concludiog  diy  several  members  were  out  ia 
various  direjtions,  but  takes  invariably  ruled  small,  a  few 
roach  and  dace  baing  the  general  reward,  whilst  E.  Stone 
got  one  jack  of  31b._,  and  myself  another  of  41b.  There  U 
some  important  business  down  for  next  Wednesday  ;  will 
members  please  attend  early  ? — E.  W. 

Hoxton  BrotherB'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kmgsland-road,  Shoreditch.— On  13th  iost.  Messrs. 
F.  Newton  weighed-in  roach,  bream,  and  dace  ;  H.  Bailey, 
roach  and  jack  ;  J.  Wiltshire,  roach  (also  a  specimen  for 
roach  prize) ;  W.  Smith  a'so  had  a  specimen  dace, 
lib.  l|oz.  On  Tuesday,  the  15th,  the  auditors  gave  their 
report,  and  the  quarterly  balanc?-sheet  was  passed. 
Second  gross  weight  prizes  were  awarded  for  jack,  parch, 
roach,  dace,  bream,  and  chub. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
-  March  13 :  Messrs.  E.  Challis,  jach  ;  Boys,  roach  ;  Wilks, 
dace.  On  Tuesday  last  one  more  prize  was  added  to  the 
list  for  March  20.  Those  members  who  are  not  clear  and 
wish  to  enter  match  kindly  see  secretary  on  or  before  the 
morning.    First  or  second  train.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  Messrs.  A. 
Harris  and  E.  Hill  were  the  winners  of  the  two  prizes 
competed  for  on  March  13.  Three  prizes  were  competed 
for  on  Wednesday  last  on  the  Lea ;  none  were  taken. 
They  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Wednesday  next,  under 
the  Eame  conditions,  viz.,  any  part  of  the  Lea  navigation. 
There  are  two  specials  to  be  competed  for  on  March  20  ; 
same  conditioas  as  the  Wednesday  prizes.  On  Saturday 
last  Mr.  N.  Martin  succeeded  in  landing  a  fine  jack  from 
the  forty  guinea  water,  scaling  131b.  lljoz.  Mr.  G.  Rogers 
weighed-in  jack  on  March  13.— H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N.— On  March  13  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Briley,  roach ;  Biggs,  roach : 
Cook,  dace  and  roach ;  W.  Watling,  chub.  On  Wednes- 
day last  our  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.  was  a  success,  nine 
clubs  being  well  represented.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
gathering  at  Mr.  Wood's  benefit  on  Monday  next,  at  the 
above.    Chairman,  Mr.  Manly.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— Although  the 
weather  has  been  f  iirly  favourable  for  angling,  there  has 
been  very  little  of  it  done  in  the  waters  about  Liverpool. 
True,  the  lower  porti  ons  cf  the  Dee  and  Aljn  have  been 
fished,  and  some  few  trout  taken,  but  they  are  not  in  any- 
thing like  condition,  and  this  is  strange,  as  we  hive  had 
quite  an  open  season,  and  flies  have  been  pretty  plentiful. 
As  for  coarse  fish— roach  and  dace  especially— they  seem 
to  be  in  good  condition,  and  have  been  well  worth  creel- 
ing ;  but,  of  course,  the  close  season  has  now  stepped  in, and 
anglers  must  perforce  return  them,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  will  do,  however  much  against  the  grain  it  may  be. 
Our  trout  fishing  season  in  the  reservoir  at  Pen-y-Goe 
opened  on  the  15th,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  of  the 
members  having  tried  their  luck  there,  and  it  is  many 
years  since  I  missed  the  opening  day  on  this  water.  Where 
was  our  chairman,  Mr.  Whittington  ?  It  is  something 
almost  unheard  of  for  him  to  miss  the  opening  day  — Rd" 

WOODFALL. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.G.— At  our  outing  last  Saturday  at  Broxbourne  a 
prize  of  £1  Is.,  presented  by  Mr.  Chaplais  (of  the  Ben 
Jonson),  was  won  by  Mr.  F.  Goss,  with  a  3lb.  9oz.  pike. 
Oar  next  outiog  will  be  a  seaside  outing  in  June.— J.  E 
Griffiths. 

North-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Crarter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  March  13 
ttie  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  C.  Lamb,  jun 
Richards,  sen.,  Millward,  and  Drawbridge.  Wednesday, 
March  80,  special  meeting,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster.    Thursday,  April  14,  annual  supper.— A.  Lewis 

Wdrth  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
HoUoway-road.— On  March  13  the  following  weighed-in  ■ 
Mr.  W.  Stretch,  bream  and  dace ;  H.  Pink,  bream ; 
the  first  Hamed  wioning  one  of  the  four  prizes.  The 
three  pnass  left  over  will  be  fished  for  at  St.  Margaret's 
under  the  same  conditions  as  the  A.B.S.  competition  — 
H.  Stretch. 

Olive  Branch  Angling  Society,  Olive  Branch, 
ir"^  1  '  Tottenham.— Several  members  were  out  on 
March  13,  but  sport  was  very  indifferent,  only  two  jack 
were  landed  from  the  Lea,  heaviest  71b.— W.  Franklin. 

rr,.®"^'^*^'^^®^*^^*^*^»&li»^ff  Society,  The  Lamb! 
inree  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— On  the  13th  Mr  S 
Orrow  saved  us  a  blank  with  2lb.  6Joz.  roach.  On'the' 
4  D  0""^  second  Bohemian  concert  took  place  ia  aid  of 
A.B.F .,  and  was  a  splendid  success.  Our  room  was  well 
packed,  and  the  entertainment  was  satisfactory  to  all,  and 
Our  benevolent  boxes  were  well  sapported.  Among  our 
numerous  friends  were  Mr.  Arthur  Melvern,  the  ventrilo- 
quist, Mr.  W.  Midsom,  Mr.  8.  Cole,  Mr.  Preedlander 
&c.  Our  next  concert  for  the  A.B.S.  will  take  place 
about  April  14— B.  Brockett. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  Carlisle- 
etreet,  Westminster-road.— In  our  outing  at  Shepperton 
cn  March  7,  only  Mr.  Mann  weighed-ia  roach.  The  out- 
standing prizes  were  fished  for  at  Pulborough  on 
March  13,  when  the  silver  cup,  given  by  Mr.  G.  Day,  was 
taken  by  Mr.  H.  Duff;  second  prize,  by  A.  Holbrow  ■ 
third  pnze,  by  W.  Marchant.— A.  Holbrow. 

,  ^t'^A?  ^^gling  Society,  The  Crown,  Panoras- 
road  N.W.— Messrs.  Bouffler  and  Clarke  were  the  last  to 
weigh-in  for  the  season,  wi^h  roach  and  dace.  Some  time 


in  the  rear  future  we  will  arrange  date  for  prize 
distribution,  &c. — R.  C. 

B>ose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Harcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street.— On  March  13  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  we  had  very  little  fish  weighed-in. 
I  must  again  ask  the  members  to  attend  and  settle  the 
business  that  is  waiting  to  be  done. — A.  E.  Payne. 

SK>yal  Oeorge  Angling  Society.  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.  —  On  March  13  most  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  only  the  following  returned  with 
fish,  viz. :  Messrs.  Webber,  Gibbons,  Dufau,  and  J. 
Harriss.  A  general  meeting  is  called  for  March  30,  when 
1  hope  to  see  every  member  in  his  place,  as  there  is  some 
important  business  to  be  transacted.  I  am  very  sorry  to 
state  that  our  genial  host  (Mr.  Gallaway)  is  suffering 
from  a  very  serious  illness,  and  I  am  sure  all  wi  ih  him  a 
speedy  recovery  to  health.— J.  Gibbons. 

iloyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow,  B. — Several  members  were  out  on 
March  13,  but  very  little  sport  was  had  on  account  of  the 
water  being  too  bright.  Mr.  C.  Merigold  weighed  a  club 
of  21b.  O^oz.  The  balance-sheet  from  the  last  quarter  was 
found  correct. — F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Prince's-road,  Lambeth.— On  March  13,  from  the  Arun, 
Mr.  J.  Leighton  had  a  fine  show  of  bream,  121b.  (largest 
fish  going  31b.  lloz.)  Mr.  Brown  also  had  a  show  of  roach 
from  Bures.  The  only  member  who  weighed-in  for  the 
consolation  prizes  was  Mr.  Budd.  Will  all  members 
please  show  up  at  8.30  next  Wednesday  night.  Quarterly 
night  Wednesday,  March  30.— H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerken well.— The  prize  winners  for 
March  are  Messrs.  Warren  and  Musgrave.  The  twentieth 
annual  supper  will  take  place  at  headquarters  on 
Wednesday,  April  6.  Members  will  oblige  by  attending 
early  on  Wednesday,  March  23,  for  important  business.— 
F.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas'  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road.— We  fish  our 
last  match  for  club  prizes  with  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Tournament  on  March  20.  We  take  a  visit  on  S.L.U.V. 
List  on  March  21  ;  hoping  to  see  all  old  faces.  Mr.  Stone 
weighed-in  some  nice  bream  from  the  Arun  on  the  13th 
inst. — G.  George. 

ShefiReld  Anglers'  Association,  Three  Cranes 
Hotel,  Queen-street,  Sheffield.  —  President,  Mr.  H. 
Richardson ;  vice-presidents,  Mr.  C.  Styring  (treasurer) 
Mr.  T.  Walker,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Lookewood  (assistant 
secretary) ;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  R.  Walker,  who  will  give  all 
information  to  clubs  or  persons  wishing  to  join.  All 
communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  secretary  at  21 
Hoole-street,  Walldey,  Sheffield.— J.  R.  Walker. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney.— On  March  13  the  following  weighed-in  ■ 
Mr.  W.  Morgan,  roach;  Mr.  L.  Ehren,  roach.  Others 
had  fish,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in.  Will  members 
please  show  up  next  week  as  it  is  quarterly  night,  and  we 
have  some  business  to  transact.— W.  Woodford. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Strat- 
ford New  Town,  E.— We  fish  the  last  match  of  the 
season  on  March  20,  at  St.  Margaret's,  same  conditions  as 
A.B.  competition.  Since  my  last  report  Messrs.  J. 
Grande,  T.  Sandilands,  F.  Bates,  G.  Weaver,  and  F. 
Humphries  have  weighed  some  roach.— G.  F.  W. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment.— On  March  13  only  one  member  had  any- 
thing worth  speaking  of ;  Mr.  Clegg,  roach.  Our  usual 
weekly  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  before  a  fair 
attendance,  when  some  important  business  was  transacted. 
Members  in  arrears  are  requested  to  settle  up  at  their 
earliest  convenience. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Since  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed-in  :  J.  Brixey,  chub ;  A.  Glass 
perch;  W.  Duffield,  perch;  and  H.  Templeman,  roach,' 
largest  lib.  6ioz.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
May4._  Members  requiring  tickets  are  requested  to  send 
in  their  names  at  once.  Dinner  committee  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  at  9 ;  general  committee,  Wednesday,  at  8  — 
C.  Wake. 

Walthamstow   Brothers'    Angling  Society, 

Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— Our  return 
vuit  took  place  on  Wednesday,  16th,  when  we  were 
splendidly  supported  by  twenty-five  members  of  the 
West  Green  Angling  Society,  and  seven  other  dabs. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Marshall,  chair;  Mr.  F.  Eraser,  vice-chair- 
man ;  H.  Wig^,  musical  director  ;  Allen  Rigg,  pianist. 
Messrs.  A.  Stacey,  W.  G.  Bracey,  T.  Kemp,  Marshall, 
Fraser,  Salmon,  Calicut,  Meecham,  Pearson,  Tracey, 
Copping,  Sparling,  G.  Byers,  Knight,  and  Joy,  all  con- 
tributed to  the  harmony  of  the  evening.  Mr.  Franklin 
announced  the  sum  of  £6  10s.  6d.  as  the  result  of  the 
A.B.  boxes.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the  West  Green 
anglers.  Our  usual  weighing-in  ;  Messrs.  T.  W.  Marshall 
roach,  121b. ;  Ford,  jack,  111b.  15oz. :  Arch,  jack 
Gib.  lOoz.— H.  WiGG. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  Islington. 
—Our  members  wound  up  the  season  on  March  13  and  14, 
showing  some  fair  takes  of  roach  up  to  12lb.  (one  take)  ; 
chub,  2|lb. ;  and  some  jack,  up  to  51b.— J.  N.  Cqddon. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— 
We  had  some  very  fair  takes  weighed-in  on  March  13,  the 
best  being  by  Mesrs.  A.  Piolaine,  J.  Brunker,  and  W. 
Sparrow.  Mr.  Piolaine  weighed-in  a  grand  take  of  jack 
from  private  waters,  the  smallest  fish  scaling  8llb.— W. 
Wray. 

Westbourne  Park  Piscatorial  Society,  PeHcan, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park.— This  society  will 
colebrate  its  annual  dinner  at  their  headquarters,  the 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park,  W., 


on  Tuesday  evening,  March  29,  when  prizes  won  in  1897 
will  also  be  presented.  Mr.  E.  Stevens  will  be  ia  the 
chair. 

West  Oreen  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road.— Our  vice-president,  E.  Anderson,  in 
two  outings  to  Windsor  district  has  landed  a  grand  lot  of 
chub,  including  two  fine  dace,  weight  151b.,  and  fishing 
at  Weybiidge  he  caught  some  nice  chub;  Mr.  Sparling, 
81b.  of  perch  ;  F.  Lion,  some  very  fine  roach  ;  and  again 
at  Staines  Mr.  Anderson  caught  two  fine  chub,  largest 
weighed  31b.  7oz.— E.  Haynes. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  were 
out  on  March  13.  The  following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  John 
Newton,  roach  ;  Mr.  L.  Hunt,  roich  ;  Mr.  F.  Homer, 
perch.  March  23  will  be  quarterly  night.  I  hope  to  have 
a  good  attendanc3,  as  we  are  arranging  for  a  dinner  if 
possible, — R.  Lowtiier. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Darimoath  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Our  club  match  proved  a  success,  and 
five  prizes  were  taken.  Mr.  Peart  was  first  with  81b.  9oz. 
of  dace,  taking  our  president's  special  prize  ;  Mr.  Street, 
second,  with  71b.  13oz.  ;  Mr.  Cox,  jun.,  fourth  prize  ; 
Mr.  Ramsey,  fifth  prize ;  Mr.  W.  Cox,  sixth  prize.— J.  J. 
Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W.— On  March  18  only  three  members 
weighed-in  :  Mr.  Humphrey,  roach  (largest,  IJlb.)  ; 
Bailey,  roach  (largest,  lib.  lilb.) ;  and  Mr.  Lawly  some 
good  dace.  General  meeting  held  March  16.  Chairman, 
vics-chairman,  treasurer,  secretary,  delegate,  and  re- 
porter re-elected.  Messrs.  Rowlands  and  Prince  auditors. 
A  special  meeting  will  be  held  to  arrange  annual  concert 
and  distribution  of  prizes. — S.  J.  H. 

West  Newlngton  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  S.E.— Our  competition, 
on  the  13th  resulted  in  a  win  for  myself  with  dace,  perch, 
and  gudgeon,  from  the  Medway.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  the  club  meeticgi  during  the  close  season. — 
G.  F.  Montgomery. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road, 
Wmbledon.— Since  the  last  report,  Mr.  H.  Golding  has 
weighed-in  perch,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  perch  and  jack 
from  the  Thames.  Mr.  T.  Bryant  took,  on  the  13th  inst., 
a  bream  of  3lb.  2oz.  from  club  water.  The  annual  dinner 
and  presentation  of  prizes  takes  place  at  headquarters,  the 
Alexandra  Hotel,  on  Tuesday,  April  5.  The  president  of 
the  society  will,  it  is  hoped,  take  the  chair.— S.  Peskett. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 

ANGLING  CLUBS. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  delegates  at  the  usual 
monthly  meeting,  held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday,  March  7.  In  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  the  president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore 
was  elected  chairman.  The  minutes  were  passed  and 
ordinary  routine  business  disposed  of.  A  discussion 
ensued  concerning  an  important  matter  in  connection  with 
one  of  the  leading  railway  companies,  and,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Bridgman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cox,  it  was  agreed  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  committee  for  consideration  and 
report. 

The  Pr€39rvation  Fund'  collection  was  referred  to  in  a 
short  report,  showing  that  the  support  accorded  this  most 
important  question  was  extremely  unsatisfactory,  being  the 
smallest  collection  on  record.  It  was  generally  agreed  by 
the  delegates  that  other  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  raise  a 
fund  for  re-stocking  purposes.  There  would  practically  be 
no  difficulty  in  the  matter  if  both  associations  were  agreed. 

It  was  reported  that  negotiations  were  proceeding  con- 
cerning the  application  for  sea  fishing  concessions  which  it 
was  hoped  would  bs  successful,  especially  as  a  general 
agreement  made  it  appear  that  it  was  most  desirable. 

The  delegates  were  informed  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard 
that  books  containing  twelve  tickets,  at  43.  per  book,  would 
be  sent,  on  application,  to  secretaries  by  the  Royal 
Aquarium  Company  for  admission  of  anglers  and  their 
friends  to  the  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

The  secretary  reported  the  details  of  arrangements 
made  by  the  committee  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Com- 
petition for  the  20th  inst.,  at  St.  Margaret's,  and 
requested  delegates  to  do  their  utmost  in  their  respective 
clubs  to  make  the  affair  successful. 

'The  chairman  gave  a  most  interesting  report  of  the 
doings  of  the  T.A.P.S.  during  the  past  month,  referring 
to  th.3  netting  of  a  private  lake  at  Wandsworth,  and  the 
turning  in  of  several  hundreds  of  carp,  roach,  &c.,  into  the 
Thames,  also  mentioning  that  arrangements  had  been 
made  for  netting_  a  large  reservoir  at  Hampton  on  the 
14th  inst.,  when  it  was  anticipated  several  tons  of  good 
fish  would  be  turned  into  the  river,  seeing  that  the 
reservoir  had  not  been  netted  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years. 

Reports  of  fisheries,  visits,  &o.,  were  handed  in  and  the 
following  sums  had  been  received :  General  Preservation 
Fund— Peckham  Brothers,  10s. ;  and  Chiswick  Piscatorials, 
10s.  6d.    T.A.P.S.— Camden,  Ui. ;  Walham  Green,  lOs. 

A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore  foi  his  able  conduct  in  the  chair. 


FISH  FOR  THE  THAMES. 

Monday  last  was  a  record  "red  letter  day  "  for  the 
Thames,  in  the  netting  of  one  of  the  reservoirs  of  the 
Grand  Junction  Water  Company  at  Hampton,  when  about 
three  tons  weight  of  valuable  fish  were  added  to  the  already 
good  stock  of  fish  in  the  grand  old  river.  In  addition  to  a 
large  attendance  of  visitors,  there  were  present  Mr.  Alfred 
Nuthall,  J.P.,  Major  Arthur  Terry,  Dr.  Brunton,  Mr. 
Gomm,  Mr.  Fred  Berry,  Mr.  W.  H.  Nuthall,  Mr.  W. 
Bank,  Mr.  G.  Goodwin,  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater,  &c.  The 


211 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  19,  1898 


work  of  netting  was  intrusted  to  the  Pearoe  Brothers, 
from  Chiswick,  ucder  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Nnthall,  president  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  to  whom  permission  to  net  was  kindly  given. 
Amongst  the  species  of  fish  netted  Ihsre  were  about  300 
bream  up  to  31b.  and  4ilb.  eac'i,  roach  up  to  2ilb  ,  and 
perch  up  to  31b.,  which  were  distributed  at  Walton,  Halli- 
ford,  Sunbury,  and  Kingston.  This  valuable  water  was 
netted  the  list  time  in  1879,  and  it  was  no  wonder  such  a 
splendid  stock  of  fish  were  found  in  it.  The  best  thinks 
of  the  society  are  due  to  the  directors  for  so  magnificent  a 
gift,  and  the  anglers  cf  the  Thames  should  evidence  their 
appreciation  of  it  by  contributing  liberally  to  the  funds  of 
tbe  Thames  Angling  Preservaticn  Society,  and  should  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  largest  consignments  that  have  been 
made  by  that  Eooiety  to  the  metropolitan  river.  On  one  of 
the  03casions  in  netting  a  reservoir  of  the  Chelsea  Water 
Works,  some  years  ago,  there  was  a  similar  contribution 
of  fish,  including  a  splendid  Thames  trout,  of  81b.,  which 
was  sent  to  Sir  W.  Wyatt,  as  chairman  of  ths  company. 


When  Mr.  Horace  Brown  so  ably  and  so  wittily 
proposed  "  The  Press  "  at  the  recent  Piscatorial  Society's 
annual  banquet  he  left  the  poor  compositor  out  in  the 
cold.  Does  he  not  know  that  "those  silent  monitors" 
(I  mean  types)  are  controlled  by  the  intelligent 
compositor  !  Perhaps  he  knows  all  this ;  also  that  amuse- 
ment as  well  as  instruction  is  often  to  be  obtained  from 
their  clever  brains  and  skilful  hands.  Last  Monday's 
lecture  by  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  before  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  contained  a  sentence,  "  .  .  .  cutter  boats  and 
trawl  nets  were  used."  But  the  comp.  made  it  cutter 
"  hoots."    Why  did  he  not  make  it  "  brogues  ?  " 

 >»»■»<  

Then  the  "  Correct-see?  "  which  are  sometimes  (so  I 
understand)  found  in  the  tummies  of  trouts,  are  perverted 
into  "grandma  piclex."  Shade  of  Izaak  Walton! 
What  next  ?  Here  ic  is  :  "  The  editor  was  deeply  grieved 
to  find  that  through  an  unfortunate  typographical  error 

he  was  made  to  describe  the  late  gallant  Major  H-  ■  as 

a  'battle-scared  veteran.'  He  tenders  his  sincerest 
apDlogies  for  the  mistake  to  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the 
deceased  ;  though  to  every  reader  of  this  journal  acquainted 
with  the  feats  of  the  Major  it  must  have  been  apparent 
that  what  the  editor  wrote  was  '  battle-scarred  veteran.'  " 
Just  One  for  the  "  rounder."  This  is  from  the  St. 
Ives  Chronicle,  and  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  E.  CoUinson  : 
"Angling. — On  Friday  last  Mr.  E.  Collinson,  secretary 
of  the  Angling  Society,  weighed  in  two  roach,  one  scaling 
13Jlb.  and  the  other  91b.  On  Monday  Mr.  George  James 
weighed-in  three  dace  scaling  7ioz." 


It  may  stUl  be  fresh  in  the  memory  of  readers  that 
"  Tom  Moore,"  of  South  Wales,  is  a  dabster  at  fly  tying. 
His  friend,  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  told  me  all  about  him, 
and  I  hinted  that  Tom  Moore  must  have  received  some 
little  assistance  from  Armstrong,  as  poor  Tom  only  has 
one  arm.  But  no  ;  he  can  tie  as  neat  a  fly  as  one  here 
and  there,  and  all  by  himself.  And  what  is  rtore,  he 
took  the  prize  for  accuracy  in  throwing  the  fly  at  the 
tournament  in  connection  with  his  local  club  last  year. 
I  have  in  my  possession  four  of  his  flies,  and  mean  to  use 
them  on  my  biithday— the  first  of  April. 

 >■»♦■»<  

Mr,  Vernon-  Shaw  Lovell  has  recently  had  a  few 
days'  fishing  with  George  Applegate,  jun.,  at  Potter 
Heigham,  on  the  Norfolk  Broads.  He  had  a  nice  lot  of 
fisn,  his  best  day  being  four  fish,  71b.,  81b.,  151b.,  and 
IS^lb.,  besides  smaller  ones.  He  says:  "Your  readers 
cannot  do  better  during  the  winter  months,  than  put  in  a 
few  days  with  this  genial  fisherman,  who  has  every  facility 
in  the  shape  of  boats,  baits,  or  comfortable  apartments." 
[Quite  right,  Mr.  V.  S.  L.,  and  during  the  summer 
months,  also,  a  day  or  two  with  "George"  among  the 
roach,  rudd,  or  breim  is  worth  remembering.  J 


On  March  10  a  Londc  n  angler  landed  a  splendid  dace 
weighing  17|oz.  from  the  river  Rib  at  Latchford,  near 
Standon,  Herts.  There  are  also  some  fine  trout  in  this 
water,  and  the  landlord  of  the  Green  Man  Inn  at  Latch- 
ford readily  grants  permission  to  anglers  to  fish  in  the 
river  abutting  his  property. 

A  NICE  fish,  Mr.  Jollifte  ;  just  "  betwixt  and  between  " 
two  taken  last  year  in  a  snowstorm  by  Horace  Howard — 
one  dace  18oz.  and  the  other  17ioz.  These  two  fish  are 
on  view  at  the  Royal  Aquarium. 


It  is,  unfortunately,  seldom,  owing  to  my  health,  that  I 
can  go  to  a  fishing  society's  meeting,  but  I  did  go  last 
Monday  to  the  Holborn  Restaurant  to  hear  Mr.  Hussey's 
paper  on  "  Minor  Fishing  Industries  "  read  before  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  and  glad  I  am  that  I  did  go,  as  the 
lecturer  certainly  found  some  new  and  interestiag  matter. 
On  cockles  and  shrimps  we  have  heard  him  before — on  the 
oyster  he  seems  to  have  broken  fresh  ground. 


Fond  as  I  am  of  oysters,  I,  as  a  freshwater  fisherman, 
Tfas  not  quite  prepared  to  swallow  th?  tales  Mr.  Hussey 
was  telbng  about  the  oyster.  I  am  afraid  he  thought 
from  my  look  I  was  a  bit  sceptical,  as  since  then  he  has 
shown  me  s  jme  oysters  from  the  deep  Eei,  which  fully 
baar  out  his  words.  I,  and  I  am  sure  everyone  els3  will, 
hope  that  our  friend  will  continue  his  investigations  into 
this  important  matter,  and  perhaps  next  year  he  will  let 
ua  know  what  he  has  been  able  to  learrr  on  the  subject. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Kingston  Pi3:atorial  Society 
will  be  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston,  on  Tuesday, 
March  29.  Mr.  A.  W.  Homersham,  J. P.,  wiU  preside, 
and  will  be  supported  by  several  members  of  the  Kingston 
Town  Council.  The  recent  roach  competition  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  was  won  by  Mr.  M.  Hill  and 
Mr.  P.  Hill.  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  when  roach  fishing  at 
Windsor,  landed  a  chub  of  21b.  4Joz. 


Nothing  gives  me  more  pleasure  than  to  be  quoted, 
but  still,  when  I  rack  my  brain  to  find  copy  I  do  like  to 
be  acknowledged.  Why  should  the  Brixtonian  care- 
fully lift  verhatim  a  par  without  acknowledgement  ? 
Surely,  good  Brixtoniav,  if  it  is  worth  while  to  copy 
one  of  my  pars,  it  is  equally  worth  while  to  say  where  it 
CDmesfrom.  Please  do  not  forget  acknowledgements  in 
the  future. 


The  Wolverhampton  Why  Not  Social  Angling  Society 
have  bad  their  annual  dinner,  and  a  jolly  function  it  seems 
to  have  been  by  the  accounts  which  have  reached  me.  Not 
only  have  they  had  good  fishing,  but  the  financial  results 
of  the  Eoo'ety's  work  have  been  most  satisfactory.  I  can 
only  say  I  wish  these  good  boys  all  the  success  they 
deserve. 


It  would  appear  that  the  more  a  river — the  Kennet, 
for  instance — is  preserved,  the  otters  seem  to  increase. 
Mr.  Maw,  Lord  Craven's  head  fisherman,  at  Hampstead 
Marshal  and  Enborne,  has  destroyed  no  less  than  six  otters 
on  his  lordship's  fine  preserves  in  the  canal  and  the  side 
streams  in  that  portion  of  the  Kennet  Valley.  Two  weeks 
ago  Squire  Tull's  gamekeeper  was  rabbit  shooting  near 
Tha*cham,  and  killed  a  20-pound  otter.  Members  of  the 
Pisoitorial  Society  will  be  glad  that,  so  far,  the  trout  in 
the  moor  stream  will  be  all  the  safer. 



Mr.  Essex,  the  famous  manufacturer  of  artistic  wall 
papers,  must  he  an  angler  or  he  would  never  have  dreamed 
of  using  this  quaint  and  curious  little  figure  of  an  Old 
World  fisherman  as  an  advertisement  of  the  designs 


intended  to  make  home  beautiful.  "A  good_ point"  is 
the  legend  Mr.  Essex  puts  under  this  little  picture.  It 
tempted  me  to  invest  in  a  roll  of  art  paper,  which  has  so 
taken  the  fancy  of  Mrs.  Dragnet  that  I  expect  to  see  not 
only  walls,  but  ceilings  and  fl.oors,  covered  with  artistic 
designs  in  glorious  colours. 


On  Friday,  March  11,  the  Henley  on  Thames  and 
District  Fisheii9s  Preservation  Association  turned  into  the 
local  reach  and  Hambledon  Weir  pools,  300  excellent  two- 
year-old  trout,  purchased  from  Col.  Custance,  of  Western 
Fishery,  near  Norwich.  The  fish  arrived  in  splendid 
condition,  and  ranged  from  7in.  to  lO^in.  in  length. 


"  Dear  '  Drag.  ,' — Perhaps  the  following  incident  will  be 
interesting  to  your  readers,  and  will  enable  them  the  more 
easily  to  swallow  Mr.  Buddrcom's  unique  yarn.  I  had 
gone  down  to  Elstree  for  a  couple  of  days,  partly  for  a 
little  quiet  pike  fishing  to  wind  up  the  season,  and  because 
I  am  very  fond  of  the  place.  On  March  13  sport  was 
rather  tame,  when  our  attention  was  attracted  to  a  hare, 
which  came  at  a  tremendous  pace  down  the  embankment 
and  plunged  into  the  water,  making  for  the  opfjosite  side 
in  splendid  style.  Surridge  (the  keeper)  was  in  a  small 
boat  at  the  head  of  the  reservoir,  so  we  called  to  him  to 
"take up  the  chase,"  and  an  exciting  chase  it  was.  He 
had  all  he  could  do  to  cut  puss  off.  It  was  good  fun  to 
see  the  way  that  hare  doubled  and  turned.  However,  the 
boat  was  well  handled,  and  at  last  puss  was  safely  landed 
amidst  the  cheers  of  the  onlookers.  It  was  a  very  fine 
jack  hare.  Perhaps  some  of  our  brother  anglers  will  say 
if  they  have  seen  hares  take  to  the  water  in  this  manner. 
Anyhow,  it  has  never  been  experienced  before  by,  yours 
truly,— C.  W.  Jaevis." 


A  "catch"  of  a  very  unusual  character  was  made 
recently  in  the  well-known  waters  of  the  Thames  at 
Clifton  Hampden,  by  one  of  a  party  of  anglers  hailing 
from  a  hostelry  in  the  neighbouring  village  of  Long 
Wittenham.    Finding  "  sport  "  very  slack,  the  fishermen 


resolved  on  a  visit  to  the  Barley  Mow  for  refreshment, 
but  before  doing  so  they  left  their  rods  on  the  bank,  the 
hooks  being  very  temptinsly  baited.  Upon  their  return— 
the  length  of  their  absence  not  being  recorded-^ 
to  their  amazement  they  discovered  that  a  fine 
cat  had  managed  to  get  at  one  of  the  baits,  a 
gudgeon,  of  which  it  had  eaten  so  much  that  the  hook 
had  passed  down  its  throat,  and  all  attempts  to  extricate 
it  were  futile.  It  was  then  determined,  as  a  last  resort, 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  poor  pussy  must  be  put  to 
death,  and  just  as  the  murder  had  been  accomplished,  its 
fair  owner  came  upon  the  scene.  The  lady  was  incon- 
sol  ible  at  the  loss  of  her  pet,  but  the  explanations  that 
were  rendered  proved,  after  a  time,  satisfactory,  and  so 
the  matter  ended,  but  it  will  be  some  tirae_,  it  is  said, 
before  the  principal  participators  in  the  affair  will  hear 
the  last  of  it. 

 >♦»■»<  

Of  course  anglers  should  be  more  careful  in  leaving 
baited  hooks  to  the  mercy  of  cat8._  A  catastrophe  of  a 
similar  nature  occurred  not  long  since — only  the  angler 
was  careful  to  take  his  baited  jack  rod  up  into  his  bed- 
room. He  had  just  run  down  to  Blank  for  a  day  or  two, 
to  try  for  pike.  First  day  not  a  run.  At  night  to  bed, 
perchance  to  dream.  He  did.  His  bedroom  was 
No.  34  (up  three  flights  of  bandy  stairs).  About 
twelve  o'clock — when  churchyards,  &c. — there  was  a 
terrific  screeching  of  the  reel.  Out  of  bed  jumped 
the  angler,  seized  the  rod,  and  wound  up  as  fast 
as  he  could,  but  his  quarry  was  landed  in  the  coal  osllar, 
where  poor  puss  (who  had  just  "  popped  in  "  to  criticise 
the  dace  the  angler  had  left  on  his  hook)  came  to  an 
untimely  end.  The  landlady  was  a  genial  old  soul,  and 
loved  her  tabby.    She  does  not  keep  cats  now  ! 

 >  »»♦ <  

I  READ  somewhere  lately  of  "  eggs  as  a  peace-offering." 
How  is  this  for  high  ?  A  certain  angler  who  had  left  his 
rod  with  hook  baited  with  fine  fat  gentles  while  he  went 
into  the  hotel  to  see  the  time,  came  out  just  in  time  to 
find  his  rod  moving  along  the  ground  in  the  direction  of 
the  fowls'  house.  A  chicken  had  paid  the  penalty  of  its 
inquisitiveness  by  swallowing  gentles,  hook  and  all.  The 
angler  (tsll  it  not  in  Gath)  wrung  the  poor  bird's  neck— 
and  instead  of  taking  home  eggs,  did  the  next  best  thing 
— that  which  laid  them. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  at  the  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  on  Monday  evening  next,  March  21. 


Just  a  reminder  that  the  Gresham  Angling  Society 
will  dine  at  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Masons'  Avenue, 
E.G.,  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  March  22,  under  the 
presidency  of  Sir.  George  Brown,  C.B.  Dinner  at  6  for 
6.30  prompt.  Tickets  and  all  information  may  be  obtained 
from  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Alexander  Wright,  Moorgate 
Station  Chambers. 

 >•*•♦♦<  ■ 

The  case  tried  at  the  Cheltenham  Court,  in  which  certain 
people  were  charged  with  selling  unseasonable  salmon,  is 
one  of  those  to  which  the  attention  of  all  fishermen  should 
be  directed.  Whether  the  fish,  the  subject  of  the  charge, 
were  rod-caught  or  not  seems  to  me  to  affect  the  question 
but  little,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  give  an  opinion  on  the 
legal  points  presented  ;  but  still,  as  the  Bench  thought  it 
thair  duty  to  inflict  the  full  penalty,  the  defendants  must 
have  been  doing  what  they  ought  not  to  have  been  doing, 
and  all  good  fishermen  will  be  glad  to  see  such  a  practice 
has  received  at  any  rate  a  check  from  the  hands  of  the 
justices. 

 >»»■♦<  

A  LECTURE  will  be  given  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  22, 
the  Rev.  H.  A.  Gem  in  the  chair,  by  Herr  J.  Freund,  at 
the  All  Saints'  Higher  Grade  Schools,  Forest-road  West, 
Nottingham,  on  "A  Visit  to  the  Southern  Isles  of 
Europe,"  with  limelight  views,  interspersed  with  song  and 
anecdote.  The  proceeds  will  be  devoted  to  the  relief  of  a 
member  of  the  Forest  Lion  Angling  Society,  Radford,  who 
more  than  a  year  ago  was  disabled  from  following  his  daily 
avocation  by  a  paralytic  stroke,  from  which  final  recovery 
is  doubtful. 



"  J.  M.  H."  sends  the  following  cutting  :  "  An  extra- 
ordinary story  which  comes  from  Potter  Heigham  Sounds 
will  call  forth  a  groan  from  every  piscatorial  breast.  A 
fine  pike  of  over  201b.  had  been  hooked,  and  the  lucky 
angler  had  hauled  his  prize  into  the  boat  and  removed  the 
hooks.  Then  in  an  evil  moment  admiration  took  the  place 
of  prudence,  and  whilst  the  angler  gazed  with  pride  n^on 
his  trophy,  the  wary  fish  took  the  opportunity  of  skipping 
6verbcard,  none  the  worse  for  the  adventure.  The  story 
has  a  pathetic  interest  for  the  whole  fishing  fraternity  ; 
although  we  fear  it  will  raise  a  profane  laugh  among  the 
unthinking  crowd.  Verily,  there's  many  a  slip  'twixt  the 
catch  and  the  kill.  The  moral  is  that  pike  fishers  must 
despatch  their  victims  before  gloating  over  their  charms 
and  picturing  them  all  ready  stuffed  in  a  glass  case.  Too 
much  admiration  is  a  dangerous  thing  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  gives  the  pike  a  chance  of  scoring.  The  only 
consolation  in  such  a  case  is  that  the  fish  which  leaps  and 
gets  away  may  live  to  '  skip  '  another  day." 


Scene  :  The  smoking-room  of  the  Fox  and  Fiddlestick. 
Evening.  Several  anglers  seated  round  the  table  re- 
counting the  day's  experiences.  Mr.  B. :  "I  was  roaching, 
and  managed  to  hook  a  small  one,  about  6oz.  Just  as  I 
was  pulling  him  in  a  huge  pike  of  891b.  seized  my  roach-— 
Mr.  C. :  "  Come  now,  B.,  a  pike  of  891b. ;  that's  a  he  ! 
Mr.  B. :  "  Oh  I  beg  pardon;  I  thought  we  were  telling 
'em  "  Dragnet. 
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fi^om  from  tfit  ^orti^. 


The  Duke  of  York  is  the  "  lion  "  iu  angling  circles  jast 
now.  He  has  been  whipping  the  Balmoral  and  Abergeldie 
waters  for  the  past  fortnight ;  but,  up  till  Wednesday  Jast, 
with  little  or  no  success,  although  previous  reports  stated 
the  opposite.   

The  fact  is  that  the  Prince  came  on  the  water  at  a  most 
unlucky  time.  The  only  real  touch  of  winter  we  hp  ve  had 
all  the  season  through  was  at  its  height,  the  temperature 
of  the  water  at  freezing  point,  and  the  adjacent  hills 
covered  with  a  thick  coating  of  snow.  Save  in  the  late 
afternoons,  a  line  could  not  be  got  out,  and  the  fish, 
although  unusually  thick  in  the  pools'  "  door,"  would 
lco\  at  nothing.   

Large  flies  are  stLU  in  demand.  The  Arctic  rigours  of 
our  northern  climate  are  making  them  more  indispenfable 
at  this  time  than  is  usually  the  case,  and  .3iu.  irons  are  by 
no  means  uncommon  where  sport  is  at  all  rife. 


A  clean,  fresh  run  fish  prefers  a  large  fly  to  a  small  one. 
This  is  easily  proved  where  kelts  abound  in  the  pools 
alongside  clean  fish.  The  angler  who  essays  smill  flies 
will  be  sure  of  plenty  of  kelt  sport,  while  he  who  uses  a 
larger  fly  fetches  the  clean  ones.  Of  course,  the  rule  is 
not  without  its  exceptions,  but  it  is  a  common  experience, 
and  one  daily  put  in  practice  when  the  kelt  is  strongly 
en  eviflence. 


The  trout  season  wili  be  somewhat  late  on  the  Findhorn, 
Deveron,  and  Don — the  earliest  trouting  reaches  in  the 
north — on  account  of  the  present  protracted  spell  of  hard 
and  stormy  weather.  However,  the  fine,  open  winter 
cannot  but  have  bad  a  highly  beneficial  effect;  on  the 
"  crop,"  and  a  few  days  feeding  will  soon  bring  them  to 
the  surface  plump  and  fat. 


The  March  Brown  is  the  staying  lure  with  ail  kinds  of 
finnock  _  and  sea  trout,  and  fairly  good  baskets  are 
occasionally  being  got  on  the  Ythan,  tJgie,  and  Dee  tidals. 

Those  looking  about  for  a  few  days  salmon  angling 
during  the  Easter  holidays  are  confidentially  advised  to  go 
as  far  inland  as  tiiey  can  get.  Inland  hotel  fisheries  are 
the  places  to  look  to  if  sport  is  the  main  object  in  view. 

At  last  there  is  a  move  among  the  powers  that  be  in 
regard  to  the  "poor  old  Don,"  but  whether  it  proves 
abortive  like  all  future  moves— and  their  name  may  now 
be  termed  legion— remains  to  be  seen.  However,  the 
Don  Fishery  Board,  at  the  call  of  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board,  we  believe,  have  at  last  sent  a  letter  to  the 
Aberdeen  Town  Council  on  the  matter  of  taking  joint 
action  with  them  against  the  mill  owners. 


The  curse  of  the  Don  lies  in  the  fact  that  vested 
interests  are  so  strong  on  every  public  board  that  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  question.  The  mill  owners  or 
their  partners  are  members  of  the  county  conncU,  district 
committee,  fishery  board,  town  council,  and  are  ready 
to  checkmate  any  movement  made  which  will  affect  their 
pockets. 


A  royal  commission  is  about  to  be  appointed  to  consider 
the  question  of  sewage  pollution,  but  unfortunately  its 
inquiries  are  to  be  limited  to  England  alone.  The  Don 
would  be  a  grand  bit  of  evidence  for  it  were  its  scope  to  be 
extended  across  the  border.  The  pity  is  that  there  is  such 
a  prospect  of  plenty  of  work  for  it  on  the  other  side. 


Three  shipbuilding  firms  in  Aberdeen  have  orders  for 
nearly  forty  trawlers,  representing  in  the  aggregate  some 
£1GO,000,  or  £4000  apiece.  Many  of  the  boits  are  for 
southern  owners,  and  some  for  foreign  firms,  while  a  few 
are  for  South  African  waters. 


The  salmon  fishings  on  the  east  coast  have  not  proved 
the  continued  success  which  the  opeEing  weeks  so  well 
augured.  However,  they  are  better  than  was  the  case 
last  year  at  this  time.  Special  Scotch. 


fpropmcial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  and  District 
United  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters 
on  Thursday  evening  last,  March  10;  Mr.  T.  Coles 
presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice  chair. 
The  iseetmg  was  well  attended,  as  near  upon  1-30  delegates 
from  the  seventy-two  societies  comprising  the  association 
were  present.  The  minutes  of  the  general  meeting  held 
upon  Dec.  9  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  minutes  of 
the  committee  meeting  held  on  Jan.  6,  together  with  the 
balance-sheet  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  30,  and  auditors' 
report  was  received  and  adopted.  The  balance-sheat  went 
tojhowthat  the  association  was  making  both  numerical 
axii  financ  al  progress,  and  that  a  bilance  of  near  upon 
£i-j  was  carried  forward  to  the  general  fund.  The 
mmntes  of  the  special  general  meeting  held  Jan.  12 
^.gether  with  the  report  of  the  president  re  Severn 
i  ishery  Board  was  received  and  adopted.  The  president, 
pointmg  out  in  his  report  that  the  grievances  of  the  coarse 
I  anglers  were  now,  being  placed  before  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  Her  Majesty's  inspector  of  fisheries, 
the  report  was  very  warmly  received  and  adopted.  The 
minutes  of  committee  meetings,  held  Feb.  .3  and  March  3 
were  adopted  with  little  discussion.    The  notice  of  motion 


brought  forward  by  Mr.  Tullet  to  add  £8  to  the  secre- 
tary's salary  was  carried.  The  notice  of  motion  brought 
forward  by  _  Mr.  W.  Neale,  of  the  Birmingham  Heath 
Society,  which  wa?  to  the  effect  that  it  should  be  an 
oft'ence  for  any  members  or  member  of  the  associat  i  m  to  take 
fish  under  Gin.  in  length,  excepting  the  ruff  and  gu-lgeon. 
whose  measurement  should  be  4in.,  brought  on  a  very 
long  discussion,  some  few  of  the  delegates  advocating  the 
taking  of  fish  of  any  size  and  retaining  them  ;  but  1  am 
pleased  to  say  that  the  mover  and  supporters  of  the  res  i- 
lution  carried  their  motion  by  a  substantial  majority  of 
forty-five  votes.  It  was  further  decided  to  leave  the 
matter  as  to  fines  and  penalties  to  be  enforced  upon 
members  not  complying  to  this  new  rule  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee,  and  give  in  a  report  at  the  next  general 
meeting.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  we  hive  at  last 
established  a  limit  for  fish  to  be  retained.  We 
have  had  the  matter  in  hand  for  some  eight 
years  now,  and  it  has  been  continually  brought 
before  the  notice  of  the  clubs,  the  result  being  that 
the  motions  have  been  cast  out.  But  I  am  pleased  to 
say  that  we  have  at  last  introduced  a  limit,  although 
small,  which  wUl  in  time  to  come  be  one  of  the  means  of 
improving  the  sport  in  our  district.  The  close  time  is  now 
upon  us,  and  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  a  large  number — iu 
fact,  all  the  clubs  who  rent  private  water  for  their  mem- 
bers—have decided  that  their  waters  shall  not  be  fished, 
excepting  those  waters  that  contain  trout,  and  these  are 
the  only  fish  that  will  be  allowed  to  be  taken.  There  will, 
no  doubt,  be  a  number  of  anglers,  if  we  may  call  them  so, 
who  will  fish  the  canals  at  various  places,  iadependent  of 
the  injuries  they  may  do  to  spawning  fish  during  the  close 
season.  This,  I  am  sorry  to  siy,  is  to  be  deplored.  But 
now  that  the  Birmingham  Association  hive  fixed  a  limit  of 
the  size  of  fish  to  be  taksn,  they  will  consider  the  all 
important  question  of  preventing  the  members  de- 
pleting even  open  waters  of  its  fish  at  a  time 
when  they  should  be  allowed  to  multiply,  so  thit 
the  sport  in  a  few  years  to  come  would  be  far  better 
than  what  it  is  at  the  present  time.  On  some  of  our 
canals  we  are  powerless  to  prevent  the  netting,  but  I  am 
pleassd  to  say  that  I,  the  writer  of  these  notes,  sucseeded  ' 
in  getting  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  netting  of  their  canal  from  King's  Norton  to 
Stratford-on-Avon,  and  at  the  present  time  the  look- 
keepers  and  boatmen  who  are  their  servants  are  liable  to 
dismissal  for  netting,  or  even  having  nets  in  their 
possession,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  when  the 
season  opens  again  good  fishing  will  be  had  all  up  the 
canal. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  season  for  coarse  fishing  on  many  of  the  Fen  waters 
closed  on  Wednesday,  and  generally  speaking  it  has  been 
one  of  the  best  experienced  for  several  years.  The  sport 
has  never  been  seiiously  interfered  with  by  frost  or  flood, 
and  anglers  have  almost  been  able  to  have  an  uninterrupted 
speU  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  season.  Owing, 
however,  to  the  abnormally  dry  weather  since  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  the  waters  have  got  extremely  low,  and  roach 
fishing  during  the  past  few  weeks  has  proved  very  un- 
remunerative.  On  the  other  hand,  pike  have  fed  freely, 
and  contrary  to  what  might  have  been  expected,  considering 
the  transparent  condition  of  the  waters,  many  a  good  fish 
has  been  killed.  The  Witham  and  Welland  recently  have 
furnished  an  unlimited  amount  of  sport  in  this  respect, 
and  even  during  the  past  few  days  anglers  have  scored  well 
on  the  lengths  of  the  Witham  between  Lincoln  and  Boston, 
one  rod  accounting  for  three  and  a  half  brace  in  a  single 
day  weighing  341b.  Unless  rain  comes  soon  it  is  feared 
that  summer  angling  will  be  at  a  considerable  discount. 
The  Soak  is  very  low,  and  an  average  rain  would  scarcely 
help  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  waters.  Trout 
fishing,  too,  wUI  suffer  in  consequence. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 

Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday,  the  last  three  days  of 
the  coarse  fi^h  season,  were  heralded  in  this  district  with 
splendid  weather,  and  cheery  hearts  of  our  locil  anglers, 
who  mustered  in  great  force  both  on  the  river  Hull  and 
the  Market  Weighton  Canjl ;  and,  judging  from  reports 
at  hand,  the  river  fished  well,  especially  in  the  tical 
portion,  between  Willholme  and  Hull  Bridge,  and  several 
catches  of  batween  twenty  and  thirty  fish  were  made,  some 
of  the  roach  going  lib.  each  and  over.    Some  fair  good 
takes  of  roach  and  perch  were  also  made  on  the  canal,  but 
not  near  such  a  good  sample  as  from  the  river  Hull.  But 
altogether  the  results  from  mcst  quarters  have  been  very 
cheering  for  the  close  of  the  season,  which  has  not  been 
one  of  the  best.    The  trout  fishing  season  opened  to-day 
(Wednesday)   in  this  district,   with  every  prospect  of 
being  a  good  one.    The  river  is  in  fiist-clasi  condition 
either  for  fly  or  minnow,  so  likewise  are  its  tributaries, 
and  the  fish  seem  to  be   in  the  pink  of  condition, 
so   that   all  we  can  hope  for  is  favourable  weather, 
such  as  it  is  at  the  time  of  writing  these  notes.    The  Loath 
Angling  Association  have  just  brought  a  successful  season 
to  a  close,  and  held  th?ir  fourth  annual  meeting.  The 
members  of  this  society,  which  number  fifty-two,  chiefly 
operate  on  the  waters  of  the  river  Ludd  (Louth  Cinal), 
wtiich  is  noted  for  the  quantity  of  roach,  perch,  and  pike 
it  contains,  some  of  the  latter,  too,  running  to  a  very  fair 
size.    The  society  will  hold  their  first  match  at  Austen 
F en  Bridge,  a  noted  place  ;  in  fact  the  river  is  good  down 
even  to  Tetney  Lock,  where  it  emerges,  along  with  its 
confluent  stream,  Waith  Beck,  into  the  Tetney  Haven. 
The  Haven  has  a  circuitous  route  at  low  tide  along  the 
sands  of  the  Humbar,  and  at  the  mouth  of  which  empties 
into  the  Korth  sea.    The  officers  elected  for  this  season 
are:   President,   Mr.   C.   W.   Bell;  treasurer,   Mr.  E. 
Richardson ;  and  secretary,  Mr.  Joseph  Osborne.  Our 
Hull    Societies   have    lately    been    holding  important 
meetings    and    arranging    matters    for   the  ensuing 
season,  their  opening  matches  generally  being  arranged 


for  Eastertide.  The  members  of  the  Derringham 
Angling  Society  dined  together  at  the  Po!ar  Bear 
Hotel,  on  the  Spring  Bank,  and  the  annual  pri/-B.^ 
delivered,  Mr.  J.  Carter  being  the  recipient  of  the 
society's  gold  medal  for  most  points  during  the  s!ason. 
Mr.  T.  Warden  also  received  one  for  the  best  show  of 
specimen  fish,  amongst  which  was  a  bream  of  31b.  S^oz.  ; 
Mr.  John  Thackray  taking  the  second  prize.  On  April  2 
both  the  Horns  Angling  and  Recreation  Society  and  the 
Osborne  A.S.  will  open  their  match  fishing  season,  on  the 
river  Hull,  at  Weelferry.  The  Hull  Angling  and  Preser- 
vation Society  will  hold  an  important  meeting  at  the 
Whitj  Horse  Hotel,  on  the  22nd,  at  8.30  p.m. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

March  is  fully  keeping  up  its  reputation  as  a  month  of 
'  many  weathers."  Heavy  rain  succeeded  on  Tuesday  to 
frosts  and  bright  sunshine,  and  this  will  be  welcome  to 
most  anglers,  as  there  were  beginning  to  be  complaints  of 
low  waters.  A  fair  amount  of  fishing  is  bein^c  done  all 
along  the  line,  and  a  few  nice  takes  are  reported,  although 
this  is  not  the  invariable  rule.  Some  anglers  have 
returned  home  with  empty  creels  on  more  than  one 
occasion.  In  the  Keswick  district  a  satisfactory  start  was 
made  last  week,  captures  indicating  that  the  fish  are  in 
good  condition.  Mr.  W.  H.  Watson,  a  member  of  the 
West  Cumberland  Fishery  Board,  has  just  put  down  a 
thousand  yearling  brown  trout  in  a  local  stream,  and  has 
expressed  the  hope  that  other  conservators  may  go  and  do 
likewise. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Nelson  Angling  Society,  Liverpool,  has  now  been 
in  existence  just  one  year,  but  in  that  short  time  has 
firnily  established  itself  with  great  credit.  The  financial 
position  of  the  society  is  good,  although  promotion 
expenses  were  rather  heavy,  and  to-day  they  are  in  the 
enjoyment  of  privileges  over  several  good  private  waters  in 
Cheshire,  per  favour  of  Mr.  T.  Griffiths,  jun.  In  the 
coming  season  they  are  expecting  gcod  times  and  many 
pleasant  outings.  The  St.  Helens  Anglers  held  their 
annual  meeting  on  the  10th,  at  the  Sefton  Arms  Hotel. 
There  was  a  fair  muster  of  members.  Mr.  John  Wells 
presided.  Mr.  P.  Ball  read  the  report  and  balance-sheet, 
both  being  adopted  unanimously.  The  numbers  are 
slightly  under  those  of  last  year,  but,  notwith- 
standing this,  there  is  a  surplus,  and  the  whole 
of  the  retiring  members  were  elected  as  per  rule. 
The  following  re-elections  to  oflice  were  also  unani- 
mous:  President,  Mr.  F.  A.  R.  Neill ;  chair- 
man, Mr.  John  Wells ;  treasurer  and  secretary,  Mr. 
Peregrine  Ball.  The  medal  for  season's  aggregate  in 
matches  was  secured  by  Mr.  Geo.  Scott,  with  4!b.  lOoz. 
The  chairman  presented  a  similar  medal  for  1898,  and 
another  aggregate  prize  was  promised  by  Mr.  Scowcroft. 
There  is  every  prcspect  of  a  good  season.  Proceedings 
will  commence  on  April  14  with  a  social,  to  which  ladies 
and  friends  will  be  invited.  The  closing  events  arranged 
by  the  Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society,  Leigh,  were  decided 
on  Saturday  last;  first  there  was  a  match  in  the  local 
canal  for  prizes,  which  were  won  by  Robert  Sumner, 
Frank  Thorne,  Isaac  Dawson,  Richard  Woods,  and 
Richard  Sumner.  After  the  match  the  members  did 
ample  justice  to  a  good  spread,  and  then  followed  the 
inevitable  harmony,  to  which  Messrs.  Tom  Woods, 
William  Perrin,  Isaac  Dawson,  R.  Sumner,  J.  Lowe,  and 
recitations  by  A.  Hurst  and  J.  Hicdley.  In  the  coming 
season  this  society  has  mapped  out  several  good  items  in 
inter  clnb  contests. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  streams  have  been  low  and  clear  during  the  last  few 
days  of  the  coarse  fishing  season,  and  this,  combined  with 
very  cold  winds,  has  kept  the  fish— as  well  as  many 
anglers—"  dead  off."  Mr.  A.  Rylott,  fishing  at 
Thrapstone,  caught  a  good  bream  of  4.Vlb.,  which  was 
weighed-in  at  the  Jolly  Anglers.  Mr.  Dickment  and  Mr. 
T.  Condon  took  perch  and  chub  from  private  waters,  the 
litter  securing  a  fine  perch  jast  over  lib.,  which  was 
weighed-in  at  the  "Jollies."  At  Syston,  Mr.  Lawrence 
landed  a  nice  pike  of  71b.  Mr.  Bates,  at  Rearsley,  creeled 
a  fine  lot  of  chub  and  perch.  From  Ratly  Meadows  Mr. 
J.  Hobbs  scored  heavily  amongst  the  chub,  the  best  fish 
being  31b.  Mr.  Marshall  weighed-in  perch  at  the  Midland 
Club,  and  captured  on  the  last  day  four  jack  from  the 
Gas  Meadow  reach. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  Friday  last,  March  11,  the  annual  board  meeting  of 
the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  was  held  at  the  Spread  Eagle 
Hotel  in  this  city.    There  was  a  fairly  good  attendance  of 
founders,  Mr.  H.  Burn,  president  of  the  fishery,  in  the 
chair.    Correspondence  was  read  from  several  friends  of 
the  movement,  making  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of 
the  fishery,  all  of  which  are  being  carefully  noted  and 
considered  by  the  board.    The  treasurer,  as  usual,  pre- 
sented his  balance-sheet,  and  the  same  was  passed  as  being 
correct.    The  following  were  unanimously  elected  to  form 
the  executive  for  the  ensuing  year :  President  of  fis'-ery, 
Mr.  R.  Burn  ;  chairman  of  board,  Mr.  Tom  Taylor  ;  vice, 
Mr.   B.  J.   Pickering;   treasurer,   Mr.   W.   Prescott ; 
secretary,  Mr.  Geo.  S.  Smeeth  ;  consultitive  committee, 
Messrs.  Johnson  and  Prescott.    The  fishery  is  new  in  a 
healthy  condition,  and  if  the  same  support  ia  accorded 
this    season    as    last,    there    will    be    a  good  sum 
available    for    stocking.     The  Old  Standard  Angling 
Society    had    a    red   letter  day  on  the   14tu,  when 
Mr.  W.  Taylor  delivered  his  promised  lecture  on  "  Roach 
Fishing  "  to  a  crowded  audience,  amongst  whom  were  noted 
Messrs.  Bibby,  Fisher,  Yates,  and  others.    The  lecture 
proved  instructive,  entertaining,   and  elevating  in  its 
general  character.    More  of  this  kind  of  work  would  be 
sure  to  do  good.     Cordial  thanks  were  accorded  the 
lecturer  and  committee  who  so  kindly  negotiated  the  work. 
In  looking  back  cn  the  past  winter  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
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FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 

Owing  to  other  arrangements,  we  are  not  represented  at  tlie  Fisheries  this  season. 

We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNESIDE,"  "  Vv  ANSBECK,"  and  other 
Rods.  Any  onlers  received  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our 
customers  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  with  almost  every 
rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "  ANGLER'S  GUIDE  "  and  Illustrated  list  of  Rods  and  every 
Angling-  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  i-eceipt  of  threepence  to  cover 
postage. 

OUR  "SPECIAL"  TROUT  FLY  RODS. 

THE  "TYNESIDE." 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings 
and  ferrules,  button,  ringed,  brazed,  and  tenoned,  and  handsomely  finished  in 
partition  bag,  complete — 

No.                                                                                            £    s.  (1. 
1-2          9ft.  or  10ft                                                     0    7  6 

3  lift                                                                   0    8  6 

4  12ft                                                                     0    0  6 

Fitted  with  rust-proof  steel  snake  rings  at  Is.  each  extra. 

Double  brazed,  with  superior  fittings  and  finish — 

5  9ft.,  one  top    ...                                              0  10  6 

6  9ffc.,  two  tops                                                    0  116 

7  10ft.     „     „                                                   0  12  0 

8  lift.     .,      .,                                                    0  12  6 

9  12ft.     „      „                                                      0  13  6 

Snake  rings.  Is.  6d.  extra.       In  four  joints.  Is.  6d.  extra. 

Dear,  Sir. — Your  rod  has  been  bo  thoroughly  satisfactory  tliat  I  am  glad  to  recommend  to  my 
friends  what  I  know  to  ba  a  trustworthy  piece  of  worlf. — E.  H. 

THE  "WANSBEOK''  TROUT  ROD. 

In  two  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings 
and  ferrules,  wood  button,  ringed,  brazed,  and  tenoned,  handsomely  finished  in 
natural  polish,  or  with  rosewood  stained  butt,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 

1230-1-2-3-4    8ft.,  8kft.,  9ft.,  9|ft.,  or  10ft                        0  10  6 

123.5-6-7-8       lO^ft.,  lift.,  lltft.,  or  12ft                          0  12  6 

Snake  rings  Is.  extra. 
For  those  who  want  a  good  serviceable  2-piece  rod  at  a  moderate  cost  this  will 
be  found  everything  that  can  be  desired ;  the  action  and  finish  is  superior  to  many 
higher  priced  rods. 
Ditto  double  brazed,  two  tops— - 

1239-1140-1     8ft.,  8?,ft.,  or  9ft                                         0  12  6 

1242-3-4          94ft.,  ioft.,  or  lOift                                    0  14  6 

12t5-6-7          lift.,  lUft.,  or  12ft                                    0  17  6 

Snake  rings,  Is.  6d.  extra. 
De:r  Sir,— I  consider  the  rod  you  supplied  me  with  excellent  value. — C.  T.  T. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  greatly  pleased  wilh  the  2-piece  greenheart  trout  rod  which  you  built  specially 
for  me  last  month,  and  am  surprised  that  at  such  a  very  moderate  price  so  good  a  rod  can  be  produced. 
You  have  made  me  e.racthi  uiiat  I  asked  for,  and  the  way  tha  rod  puts  a  fly  is  quite  a  treat. 

— M.  S.  G. 

Dear  Sir, —  '  Wansbeck  "  Bod  a  perfect  dream  ;  throwsagood  fly;  kills  a  good  flh;  just  what 
I  wanted.— F.  P. 

The  Fishing  GazeUe,  March  23, 189.5,  says  :  "  The  '  Wansbeck'  (9ft.),  at  10s.  «d.,  two  joints,  is  a 
trout  red  which  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated." 

HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

OGDEN  &  SGOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE, 

CHELTENHAM, 

PRACTICAL  MAKERS  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMQI^ 

AND  TROUT  RODS^  FLIES,  &c. 
Very  Special:  SINGLE  SALMON  CASTS, 

Tested  from  81b. 

N.B.— All  the  Firm's  Specialities  can  now  be 
obtained  at  19,  Leicester  Square. 

CATALOGUES  GBATIS. 

Now  Exhibiting  at  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 

A   SENSIBI.E   FANII'IEB   AT  IiAST. 

THE  AIREDALE  CREEL. 

Elegant,  durable,  light,  and                              ^  ,                  PRICE : 

1i^:a'''^s''^'Jt^,  ^^S^^  FLY-FISHERS'  CREEL, 

and  will  keep  them  moist  and   ^^^^^Sf^^^^^      ^°  ^^^^  polished  walnut,  14/6. 
fresh  without  leakage.    Forms  BB^^^^^S^--^^^^ 

dry  and  comfortable  seat.  Made  j^^^I!^;::^^^  SENT  ON  APPROVAL, 
with  or  without   hole  in  lid.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^    ^      .       ^            ■,     -it.  i 
Weight,  2ilb.  to  2ilb.                     ^^^y       Carnage  free.  Cash  wrth  order. 

JAMES  T.  PICKER5GILL,  44,  MARKET  PLACE,  KEIGHLEY.  Y0RK8. 

BOOKS  in  LIVELY  DEMAND  ROW. 

PUBLISHED  BY 

SAMPSOH  LOW,  M4RST0N  &  CO,,  LIMITED. 

ALL  THE  WORLD'S  FIGHTING  SHIPS.  B,  F«i».  T  Jasb. 

Text  in  English,  French,  (Jerman,  and  Italian,  and  portraits  of  nearly  eYery  warship 
of  any  fighting  value  whatever.    Size,  8  by  12.    Oblong  cloth,  10s.  6i.  net. 

HANDBOOK    TO    BRITISH    MILITARY  STATIONS 

ABROAD.     By  L.  C.  B.  Donoombe-Jewell.     With  a   Map.     Crown  8to,  limp 
cloth.  .39  Gd. 

THE     AMERICAN     NAVY  :     its    Growth    and   Achievements.  By 
Leut.-Commander  J.  D.  J.  KelleY,  U.S.N.,  and  iit  Full-page  Water-colour  Drawings  by 
Fred  S.  Cozzens,  representing  every  type  of  U.S.  Fighting  Ship  froca  1773,  and  every 
ship  of  the  present  American  Navy,  with  over  100  Text  Illustrations.     Oblong  4to., 
price  Three  Guineas  net. 

*,*  Probably  the  finest  Coloured  Pl  ites  of  Warships  ever  published. 

THE   ROYAL  NAVY   FROM  THE  EARLIEST  TIMES 

TQ  THE  PRESENT.   Edited  by  W.M.  Laird  Clowes.    With  Photogravure  Plates 
and  other  Illustrations.    Each  volume  will  be  complete  in  itself,  with  an  Index,  and  orders 
will  b3  taken  either  for  sets  or  for  separate  volumes.    In  five  handsome  royal  8vo.  vols., 
2.5s.  each  net.    Vols.  I  and  II.  now  ready.    Eoyal  8vo.,  25s.  net  each. 
With  respect  to  this  great  work  on  the  Boyal  Navy,  Captain  A.  T.  Mahan  wrote  to  Messrs 
Sam;  son  Low,  Marston  and  Company,  after  Vol.  I.  was  published,  as  follows:   "You  have  a 
tremendous  undertaking  in  hand,  and  I  wish  you  all  the  success  your  nation  ought  to  give  you  as  a 
matter  of  patriotism."  > 

FIFTH  EDITION— REVISED  AND  ENLARGED,  WITH  CH.APTEB  ON  THE 
AMERICAN  NAVY. 

IRONCLADS    IN  ACTION.    By  H.  W.  Wilson.    With  Introduction 
by  Captain  A.  T.  Mahan.    Fully  Illustrated.    Two  vols.,  royal  8vo.,  -SOj. 

NEW  WOBK  BY  OAPTAIN  A.  T.  MAHAN. 

THE   INTEREST  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES   IN  SEA 

POWER    PBESENT  AND  FUTURE.     By  Captain  A.  T.  Mahan.      Crown  Svi-, 
10s.  lid.  net.' 

The  most  important  and  successful  Naval  Biography  ever  publishes. 

CAPTAIN  MAHAN'S   "  LIFE  OF  NELSON  :  the  Embodi 

ment   of   the  Sea  Power  of   Great  Britain."     With  12  Bittle  Plans,   S  Maps,  and 
about  20  Full-page  Photogravure  Plates,  including  Unpublished  Portraits  of  LadyNels.u, 
Horatio,         Two  vols.,  demy  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  gilt  top,  SOs.  net. 
"  This  masterly  work  has  been  justly  welcomel  with  universal  praise.'' — Forlnir/liHt/  ni'ci,-ic. 

CA.PTAIN  MAHAN'S  WORKS  ON  BEA  POWES. 
"  Captain  Mahin  has  been  recognised  by  all  competent  judges  not  merely  as  tin  most  dis- 
tinguished living  writer  on  naval  strategy,  but  as  the  originator  and  first  exponent  of  what  may  be 
called  the  philosophy  of  naval  history." — Times. 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  SEA  POWER  UPON  HISTORY. 

1600-1 7So.    With  2.J  Charts  of  Great  Naval  Battles.    Demy  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt  top,  183. 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  SEA  POWER  ON  THE  FRENCH 

REVOLUTION   AND   EMPIRE.    With  13  Maps  and  Battle  Plans.    Two  vols., 
demy  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt  top,  30s. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.E.C. 

ndwrlEL  lYIVi^L^CiKIMCi. 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  ist  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Annual  Subscription,  6s.  6d. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — WYERS  FR^RES, 
26,  Quai  du  Louvre,  Paris. 

LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shops,  &e. 

Modern  Improvements,    Moderate  Tariff. 

Wedding  Receptions.  Regimental  and  Club  Dinners,  (Lc. 

wholesalTgut'manufacturers, 

HUGS  DE  JOAQUIN  GARCIA 

(Who  has  supplied  one  of  the  largest  British  gut  importers 
nearly  forty  years). 

-A.ddress:    MTJUCI-A-,  SXDailn., 

Tyovge  Stock  in  all  the  Best  Classes  and  LerKjlhs  of  Out  can  he  had  Direct 
at  First  Hand  from  the  Oldest  Manufacturers  in  the  Spanish  Out  Trade.] 
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the  number  of  lectures  and  papers  delivered  to  our  city 
clubs,  and  the  attendances  at  the  same.  This  social 
element  in  club  life  tends  to  promote  good  feeling  amongst 
fishermen.  The  County  Palatine  Angling  Aisociation  are 
s  id  hard  at  work  stocking  their  waters.  This  time  the 
Peak  Forest  Canal  at  Furness  Vale  has  received  attention. 
The  consignment  consisted  of  210  roach,  100  bream,  and 
90  perch,  all  fine,  mature  fish  in  good  condition.  These 
numbers  may  seem  small,  but  fish  likely  to  give  a  good 
account  of  themselves  during  the  spawning  season  cost 
money,  and  are  difficalt  to  get  hold  of  at  any  time  ;  the 
committee  don't  miss  many  chances. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A  few  good  pike  have  been  caught  during  the  week,  but 
the  season  now  ending  has  been  one  of  the  worst  for  pike 
fishing  for  some  years,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  mild 
weather  we  have  had  all  through  the  winter.  On  Satur- 
day last  a  nice  fish  of  20|lb.  was  caught  on  private  water  ; 
and  on  Sunday,  one  of  14Ib.  and  one  of  91b.  were  taken, 
also  on  private  water.  Other  anglers  out  have  had  bags 
of  three  or  four  fish,  ranging  from  3Ib.  to  81b.  each.  The 
trout  fishing,  of  which  there  is  only  a  limited  amount  in 
Norfolk,  will  open  in  a  few  days,  but  unless  we  have  some 
heavy  rains  to  wash  out  the  streams,  which  are  extremely 
low  and  very  bright,  there  will  not  be  much  chance  of 
good  sport. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

In  the  Weston  waters,  last  Saturday,  Mr.  Herrod,  who 
resides  in  the  village,  hooked  and  landed  from  the  bank  in 
the  "  Parson's  Meadow,"  a  very  fine  pike  of  l/lb.  It  was 
exactly  3ft.  in  length,  and  was  in  splendid  condition.  A 
Derby  gentlemen  killed  a  brace,  the  heaviest  weighing 
12§lb.  ;  and  one  of  25Jlb.  was  caught  in  the  Black  pool,  by 
Mr.  Greasley,  of  the  Cb'ff  Inn.  Some  very  handsome 
perch,  best  over  lib.,  were  alto  got  in  the  pool  by  Mr.  Gee, 
usiugworm.  Six  pike,  best  121b.,  were  taken  at  King's 
Mills  by  another  Derby  visitor.  Three  days'  previously 
a  monster  (211b.  9oz.)  was  killed  in  private  waters  by  Mr. 
C.  Sturman,  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association. 
Before  it  was  hooked  the  fish  had  seized  a  small  pike, 
which  had  been  struck  by  a  friend  (Mr.  G.  Clarke).  The 
two.  were  dravra  to  the  side,  and  the  gaff  hook  was  run 
into  the  back  of  the  big  'un.  He  thereupon  began  to 
plunge,  and,  as  the  gaff  gave  at  the  joint  or  screw,  he  got 
into  the  lake  again.  Later  he  broke  a  rod  and  two  other 
lines,  and  it  remained,  finally,  for  Mr.  Sturman  to  secure 
him  (he  was  spinning)  with  the  gaff  hook  still  embedded 
in  his  hack.  On  Thursday  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
Association  held  their  closing  match  of  the  season 
on  the  Staythorpe  waters.  Twenty-ore  members 
khowed  up,  and  the  competition  extended  over  a 
couple  of  hours.  A  strong  wind  blew,  and  this,  un- 
fortunately, was  in  the  teeth  of  the  competitois  As  a 
consequence,  only  small  takes  were  made,  the  winners 
being:  First,  Mr.  W.  Morris;  second,  Mr.  D.  S.  Garner 
(secretary) ;.  third,  Mr.  C.  Jackson;  fourth,  Mr.  H. 
Warsop.  The  prizes  were  given  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Kirby  and 
Mr.  6.  H.  Flewitt,  and  they  were  greatly  admired.  The 
tpacial  prize— the  gift  of  Mr.  G.  Lawi-ence— for  the 
largest  roach  killed  during  the  season  in  the  various 
handicaps  promoted  by  the  executive  was  carried  off  by 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie.  On  Monday— the  last  day  of  the 
legitimate  season— Mr.  G.  Clarke  took  four  pike  out  of 
the  association's  waters ;  whilst  roach  were  creeled 
amongst  others,  by  Mr.  F.  Baker,  Mr.  H.  Bennett,  Mr'. 
K.  H.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  J.  Taylor.  Chub  were  taken  at 
Fiskeiton  and  Flintham. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  Trent  has  been  well  patronised,  and  a  good  deal  of 
sport  has  been  obtaint  d  amongst  pike.  On  Wednesday  in 
last  week  a  Nottingham  angler  secured  a  pike  weighing 
about  211b. ,  and  a  large  number  of  smaller  fish  have  also 
been  taken.  Roach  and  chub  fishers  have  fared  fairly 
well,  but  the  number  of  anglers  has  not  been  so  great  as 
formerly.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Marnham  a  few  nice 
takes  of  roach  have  been  met  with,  Mr.  H.  Arnold  account- 
ing for  a  score  pounds  a  few  days  ago.  At  Laneham,  and 
in  the  immediate  district,  a  moderately  satisfactory  amount 
of  sport  has  been  forthcoming,  roach  having  provided  the 
best  results.  The  Wytham  has  yielded  very  few  fish,  com- 
paratively speaking,  of  late,  with  the  exception  of  roach. 
Grayling  have  furnished  Derwent  visitors  with  a  little  fun, 
and  in  the  private  waters  some  good  fish  have  been 
obtained.  A  few  anglers  have  devoted  themselves  to  trout 
fishing,  but  the  sport  is  not  yet  quite  up  to  usual  quality. 
Coarse  fish  anglers  in  the  Derwent  have  obtained  satis- 
fictory  results.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Shefiield 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Society  was  held  last  week,  when 
it  was  stated  that  the  income  came  to  £1492,  and  there 
was  a  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  £87.  There  were 
1900  members,  and  600  honorary  members.  Mr.  F.  J. 
GorriU  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  association,  which 
he  has  held  since  its  foundation,  and  Mr.  T.  U.  Simonson 
was  elected  in  his  place.  The  question  of  amalgamation 
with  the  parent  association  was  broached,  but  the  feeling 
of  the  meeting  was  against  it,  although  the  members  were 
quite  prepared  to  co-operate  with  regard  to  the  renting  of 
waters,  in  order  to  keep  the  price  down,  and  in  water 
stocking. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  close  season  for  coarse  fish  commences  to-day,  and 
since  Thursday  last  anglers  Lq  this  district  have  been  very 
busy,  but  the  take  of  fish  has  not  been  large  in  either  of 
the  rivers,  still,  a  few  good  takes  were  weighed-in.  The 
best  lot  was  taken  in  the  Severn,  and  were  mostly  roach,  the 
dace  being  very  far  advanced  in  spawn,  but  as  yet  very 
few  have  congregated  under  the  weirs,  which  causes  much 
surprise  to  many  of  our  anglers.  I  saw  a  grand  lot  of  bream 
of  from  41b.  to  6|lb.  each,  some  grand  perch,  and  small  jack, 
caught  by  one  of  the  fishermen  in  one  oast  of  the  net  close  I 
to  the  oity  i  there  were  sixteen  bream,*and  they  were  in 


grand  condition.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  from  a  gentlemen 
that  nine  sacks  of  coarse  fish  hai  baen  caught  by  the  nets 
and  sent  up  the  country  by  rail.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
inquire  into  particulars,  but  have  every  reason  to  believe 
it  is  a  fact.  This  is  thining  the  river  with  a  vengeance. 
Several  angleis  visited  the  'Feme  with  fly,  minnow,  and 
worm,  a  brace  and  a  half  of  trout  was  taken  with 
latter  bait  (heaviest  lOJoz.).  With  the  fly— Blue  Dud, 
February  Red,  and  Red  Pamler— a  few  grayling  and 
one  brace  of  trout  were  taken,  and  two  other  anglers 
never  touched  a  fish.  Many  have  visited  the  Avon,  and, 
although  the  take  of  coarse  fish  was  below  the  average, 
sport  among  the  pike  was  very  good  all  along  the  line. 
The  best  take  of  pike  was  had  by  Mr.  F.  Champkins,  of 
the  Sabrina  Club ;  he  ca'jght  fourteen  fish  (heaviest 
201_b.  9oz.).  This  fish  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Warner,  of 
Bridge-street,  to  be  set  up.  Several  fish  of  over  lOlb. 
were  tiken.  The  Evesham  Diamond  Jubilee  Angling 
Club  held  a  very  successful  smoking  concert  on  Monday, 
at  their  clubhouse,  the  Trumpet  Inn,  the  president,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Morton  ia  the  chair ;  Mr.  F.  Alcock  presided  very 
efficiently  at  the  piano  ;  some  excellent  songs  were  given, 
and  a  very  pleasant  evening  spent.  The  Worcester 
United  Working  Men's  Club  held  their  annual  meeting  at 
the  clubhouse,  the  Turk's  Head  Inn,  Worcester,  on 
Thursday,  at  which  the  prizes  won  during  the  past  season 
were  distributed,  many  of  them  valuable,  and  over  forty 
in  number.  Mr.  Sid  Webb  was  in  the  chair,  and  there 
was  a  good  gathering  of  members.  The  secretary, 
Mr.  Alf  Glover,  gave  his  report,  which  was  an 
excellent  one,  dealing  with  the  work  of  the  society 
and  results  of  the  contests,  and  the  bilance-sheet 
shows  a  substantial  sum  in  hand.  The  prizes  were 
distributed  among  them.  Mr.  F.  Blissett  won  two  specials 
for  heaviest  fish  caught  in  the  Avon ;  Seth  Robinson,  jun., 
special  for  heaviest  fish  caught  in  the  Severn;  and  E. 
Cotterell,  special  for  heaviest  fish  caught  in  the  Teme.  Mr. 
R.  Thompson  won  the  challenge  cup  and  special  of  £1  Is: 
for  heaviest  weight  of  fish,  aggregate,  caught  ia  the  whole 
of  the  contests. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  been  poor  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers  well  into 
this  week,  though  a  few  anglers  have  done  fairly  well 
with  pike.  More  will  be  heard  of  trout  now  than  of  any 
other  kind  of  fish,  with  the  exception  of  course  of  the 
small  fry.  There  is  no  reason  why  a  very  good  time 
should  not  be  experienced,  considering  the  large  amouut 
of  re-stocking  that  has  taken  place,  and  the  faot 
that,  on  account  of  the  mild  weather  during  the 
winter,  the  fish  are  well  forward.  The  most 
effective  cast  to  use  at  the  start  is  the  following  : 
Early  or  Winter  Browu  (tail  fly).  Spring  Black,  Dark 
Snipe  and  Orange,  and  Snipe  Bloa  (droppers).  The 
Harrogate  Conservative  A. A.  is  reported  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  and  at  the  hatchery  of  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
T.  Cartman,  some  50,000  ova  are  stocked  for  hatching 
purposes,  a  large  proportion  of  which  have  already  hatched 
out.  The  young  fish  and  ova  are  in  a  most  healthy  state, 
and  the  whole  gives  promise  of  turning  out  exceedingly 
succ3ssful._  The  young  fry  will,  as  soon  as  large  enough, 
be  turned  into  the  nursery  pond  of  the  asscciation,  and 
placed  in  the  club  waters  when  sufficiently  fit.  Mr. 
Cartman  has  just  received  over  530  yearling  trout  from 
the  hatchery  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  Wyresdale 
Fishery,  Scorton,  Lancashire.  200  of  the  fis'a  have  been 
placed  in  the  club  water  at  Crimple  Beck,  Spofforth ; 
100  in  the  Nidd  below  Killingl  all  Bridge,  and  230  in  the 
higher  part  of  the  -same  river,  up  the  valley 
at  Darley.  Capital  sport  is  anticipated.  In  Wharfe- 
dale,  540  trout  have  been  distributed,  from  the 
same  source,  at  Escroft  and  Mickling  Beck,  Otley.  A 
similar  number  were  received  at  Muker  for  the  Upper 
Swale,  and  at  Bedale,  where  upwards  of  500  were  turned 
into  the  Beck  ;  also  at  Tickering,  for  the  Beck  there,  and 
at  Old  Malton  for  the  Derwent.  A  like  consignment  has 
gone  to  Leeds,  to  replenish  the  Upper  Lake,  Rounday 
Park.  The  Fairfield  A.C.,  which  fishes  a  portion  of  the 
river  Yore,  held  its  yearly  meeting  at  Leeds  on  the  9th 
inst.  This  club  has  one  of  the  best  stocked  w;aters  in 
Yorkshire,  and  the  trout  angling  which  it  affords  is  always 
good. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  Wednesday's  meeting  Messrs.  Glassington  (at 
Bexhill)  and  LiniEoot  (at  Deal)  reported  but  little  sport 
owing  to  the  season  and  the  clearness.  The  hon.  secretary 
showed  a  specimen  of  the  Toper  (Gorleas  vulgaris)  horn 
Deal,  and,  after  explaining  the  different  kinds  of  dogfish, 
read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Miles  Johnston  asking  for  the  most 
killing  bait  for  the  nursehound  and  the  picked  dog.  Mr. 
Norman  stated  that  in  his  opinion  the  best  bait  for  spur 
dog  was  undoubtedly  squid,  fished  at  mid-water.  Sir. 
Clarke  said  that  he  had  captured  many  more  spur  dog 
than  nursehounds,  and  mainly  on  sprat,  and  especially  in 
September.  Mr.  Parker  stated  that  he  usually  got  them 
6ft.  from  the  bottom.  The  chairman  recommended  the 
use  of  mackerel  as  bait,  and  stated  that  he  frequently 
had  to  give  up  the  use  of  this  bait  because  of  the  avidity 
with  which  the  dogfish  seized  it.  He  further  gave  a 
most  interesting  account  of  a  shark  fishing  excursion  on 
the  north  coast  of  Spain  with  beef  liver  as  bait,  and 
compared  the  meat  to  a  steak  stewed  in  cod  liver  oU.  He 
thought  perhaps  the  liver  might  be  a  good  bait  for  dogfish, 
and  thought  that  the  liver  might  well  be  tried  if  other 
baits  were  scarce.  Mr.  Browning  told  the  meeting  of  a 
method  pursued  in  the  South  Seas  which  consisted  of  a 
noose  fastened  to  a  log,  and  the  shark  put  his  head  in  and 
got  noosed.  He  stated  that  the  best  bait  was  undoubtedly 
a  year-old  kanaka,  but  such  was  not  usually  available. 
Some  questions  were  discussed  regarding  the  annual 
general  njeeting  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  at  7.30  p.m. 

Chaeles  S.  Paxtersox,'  Hon.  Sec, 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  our  meeting  on  March  15  Mr.  W.  R.  Reeves  occupied 
the  chair.  Two  new  members  were  elected.  Tickets  for 
the  annual  dinner  next  Tuesday  are  now  ready,  and  should 
befeutforat  once;  price  Ss.  each.  Sir  G.  Brown  will 
occupy  the  chair,  and  be  supported  by  Mr.  E.  Heiron  and 
Mr.  J,  B.  Clos_'.  A  good  attendance  is  expected.  'The 
dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Mason's  llall  Tavern.  The  mem- 
bers will  aho  dine  together  at  CLeiham  cn  Saturday,  April  2, 
when  the  trout  fishing  will  be  open  oa  our  water  there. 
Fishing  reports  :  Mr.  Saunders,  four  pike  ;  Mr.  Whiffio, 
pike,  with  a|lb.  trout  inside  ;  Mr.  Allen,  roach,  from  Wilt- 
shire ;  Mr.  Buckingham,  flat  fish,  from  Southend  ;  Mr. 
Goodnia,  roach,  from  Kelvedon  ;  Messrs.  Gill  and 
Rabbit,  roach,  from  Littleport.  Some  books  were  pre- 
sented to  the  library  by  Mr.  Bsntley.  Representative  to 
Loch  Leven  competition  1  a^  now  to  be  chosen.  Will 
members  desirous  of  going  kindly  communicate  with  the 
hon.  secretary.  Date  June  8  next.  All  letters  to  be  sent 
to  Moorgate  Station  Chambers,  E.C.    Alex.  Wright. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 
ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  OPEN  ANGLING 
COMPETITION  (MARCH  20). 

Since  my  last  report  I  have  the  pleasure  to  announce 
that  the  following  gentlemen  and  societies  have  offered 
prizes:  Crown  and  Buckland  A.S.,  a  prize,  value  .5s., 
being  the  second  prize,  the  other  6s.  Gd.  in  value;  Bruns- 
wick Brothers,  a  prize  ;  Globe  A.S.,  landing  stick,  ring, 
and  net ;  Sundial,  a  clock,  value  10s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Williams,  of  the  Sundial,  a  glass  pillar  lamp  ;  United 
Brothers',  a  lettered  tackle  case;  South  London,  a  prize 
value  10s.  6d. ;  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  St.  John-street,  E.C, 
a  jack  rod  ;  J.  W.  Martin  and  Co.,  Seymour-street,  N.W.) 
a  prize,  value  Gs.  At  a  committee  meeting,  held  on 
Friday,  the  lltb,  Messrs.  F.  Ireland,  G.  Smeed,  and  W. 
Bridge  were  added  to  the  committee.  It  was  also  decided 
that  the  prizes  should  be  distributed  on  Monday,  April  25, 
1898,  at  the  Bald  Factd  Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury', 
E.C.  Competitors  are  requested  to  travel  by  the  special 
train  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  9  a.m. 

S.  Malby,  Hon.  Sec. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinio-ns 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


WHA'T  IS  THE  YAWLING  y 
Dear  Sir,— Feeling  very  much  interested  in  the  above 
subject,  and  having  been  to  Billingsgate  and  carefully 
examined  some  samples  of  so-called  whitebait,  I  had  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  distinguishing  the  miniature  herring 
f rom_  the  sprat.  But  -with  regard  to  the  fish  called  "a 
yawling,"  my  mind  is  still  open.  Mr.  Frank  Gosden,  who 
calls  himself  "an  ichthyological  expert,"  tells  your 
readers^  that  the  yawling  is  an  immature  herring ;  bat  I 
am  inclined  to  agree  with  Mr.  C.  Hussey,  that  it  is  neither 
a  herring  or  a  sprat,  but  has  affinity  to  both  fish,  and  I 
shall  be  very  pleased  to  be  informed  what  variety  of  fish 
the  yawling  really  is. — I  am,  yours,  &c., 

  Alfred  Jaedine. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  read  Mr.  Gosden's  letters  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  I  should  like  to  say  that  so  far  as  my 
experience  of  nearly  fifty  years  as  a  practical  whitebait 
fisherman  goes,  the  yawling  is  neither  a  herring  era  sprat. 
It  seems  a  totally  distinct  fish,  and  we  always  have 
regarded  it  as  such.  When  I  see  a  ccdfish  grow  into  a 
whale  I  shall  expect  to  sae  a  yawling  grow  into  a  herring, 
and  not  bef  jre. — Yours,  &c.,  T.  Tomlix.  ' 

Leigh,  Essex. 

[Dr.  Francis  Day,  in  his  great  work  on  the  "  Fishes  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,"  says  that  "yawling"  is  a 
local  name  for  young  herii  ig. — Ed.1 

DO  TROUT  EAT  CORIX.E. 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  somewhat  surprised  when  I  read 
Mr.  Spence's  remarks  on  the  result  of  his  observations  of 

the  Corixif. 

I,  in  my  slight  and  insignificant  observations  of  nature, 
have  found  it  not  only  advisable,  but  absolutely  necessary 
to  gain  some  slight  knowledge  of  the  creatures  I  was 
observing  from  the  writiogs  of  previous  well-known  and 
respected  observers  of  the  same  creature.  On  several 
oojasions  I  have,  after  giving  much  time  and  labour  to  a 
pirticular  subject,  found  that  the  conclusion  I  had  arrived 
at  was  quite  wrong.  Facts  which,  in  my  observations  I 
had  overlooked,  y.hen  I  read  what  men  who  had  given 
their  whole  lives  to  the  subject  had  observed,  were  self- 
evident  to  me,  and  I  wondered  why  I  had  not  seen  them 
before.  Therefore  I  think  it  just  as  well  to  try  and 
absorb  all  that  is  already  known  of  one's  subject,  see  if  it 
is  true,  and  then,  beginning  where  others  have  finished, 
one  may  hope  to  find  something  new. 

Mr.  Spence,  however,  judging  from  his  letter  to  you, 
does  not  think  as  I  do  in  this  respect,  as  it  is  very 
evident  that  he  has  never  studied  entomology,  even  in  the 
most  superficial  manner,  in  fact  it  is  not  conceivable  that 
he  can  ever  have  even  seen  a  book  upon  the  subject.  In 
my  opinion  it  is  not  permissable  for  a  man  to  write  upon  a 
subject  of  which  he  is  absolutely  ignorant,  and  the 
ignorance  of  a  naturalist  who  puts  a  horse  and  a  bull  in  the 
tame  sp)ecies  is  not  greater  than  that  of  an  entomologist 
who  classifies  CorixEe  and  Notonecti;i3  among  thp  bettles 
(Coleoptera).  No  doubt  your  correspondent  will  think 
these  remarks  pedantic  ;  bat  he  has,  after  all,  in  using 
scientific  names,  posed  'as  writing  his  experience  of  moTf 
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or  less  seientitio  observations,  and  in  doing  this  unwittingly 
shown  his  absolute  ignorance  of  wliat  he  was  writing 
about.  1  Lave,  unfortunately,  never  been  to  Locb  Leven, 
but  from  my  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  those  species  of 
the  CorixiB  which  I  have  been  able  to  obferve,  am  not 
incliaed  to  believe  that  these  insects  are  very  common 
tlifr^,  at  any  rate,  except  in  the  shallows  at  the  margin, 
and  am  not  inclined  either  to  accept,  on  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Spenee,  that  they  inhabit  it  at  all,  unless 
I  have  more  to  show  me  that  he  knows  what  a  Corixse  is.  I 
should  also  like  to  point  out  to  him  that  the  habits,  Ac, 
of  the  Water-boatman  (Notonecici  glauca)  are  quite 
different  to  those  of  the  Corixte  ;  in  fact,  it  is  a  totally 
different  insect. 

Mr.  Spence's  imitation  of  "these  insects"  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  understand,  and  I  may  be  wrong  in  supposing 
that  he  means  it  to  imitate  one  of  the  Corixa),  or  the 
Water-boatman.  However,  there  is  not  a  single  item  in 
the  dressing  which  is  in  the  least  like  any  of  the  CoiixsB. 
1  will  not  deal  with  the  l^otonecta  ijlaura,  as  I  bave  not 
found  one  in  a  trout.  The  anterior  wings,  which  are  the 
only  ones  visible  when  the  Corixie  are  in  the  water,  are  of 
a  mottled  brown  colour,  and  I  have  never  seen  the 
posterior  wings  showing  under  them  when  at  rest,  though 
I  have  observed  Corixa-  under  all  sorts  of  conditions,  from 
their  condition  when  at  home  fo  their  condition  after  a 
long  railway  journey  in  a  small  bottle.  The  feather  which 
Mr.  Spcnce  apparently  used  was  a  white-tipped  feather 
from  a  mallard  wing,  the  white  tip  being  in- 
tended to  represent  the  posterior  wings  peeping  out 
from  under  the  "  homy  wing  case  "  (which,  by  the  way, 
in  the  Corix:e  is  not  a  wfng  case  at  all).  The  feather 
otherwise,  though  it  may  have  had  some  brown  at  the 
part  near  the  white  tip,  was  probably  of  a  blue  or  green 
colour. 

The  body  of  the  Corixa;  could  not  in  the  case  of  a  single 
species,  inhabiting  our  islands,  be  represented  by  peacock 
herl,  unless  it  were  bleached,  and  the  red  tag  is  evi- 
dently thrown  in  as  an  extra. 

The  only  legs  which  would  strike  the  observer,  whether 
he  were  mm  or  fish,  are  the  posterior  pair,  which  the 
CorixiB  uses  to  propel  itself  through  the  water.  These 
legs  stand  out  at  right  angles  to  the  body  at  the  beginning 
of  the  stroke  and  then  work  backwards.  These  legs, 
though  they  are  perhaps  the  most  striking  part  of  the 
insect  when  seen  in  the  water,  are  absolutely  ignored  by 
Mr.  Spenee  in  his  imitation. 

As  I  have  found  CorixiE  of  various  species  in  the 
stomachs  of  trout  as  frequently,  at  any  rate,  if  not  more 
frequently,  than  anything  else,  I  am  not  inclined  to 
accept  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Spenee  as  to  their  not  being 
taken  by  trout.  As  to  the  freshwater  shrimp  (Gam- 
nnirns  pu/ri'^ ,  which,  by  the  way,  Mr.  Spenee  calls  the 
Gammains  pulex_*  I  should  be  very  glad  to  find  out  whei'e 
the  popular  idea,  which  is  evidently  also  the  idea  of  Mr. 
Spenee,  came  from  that  this  excellent  creature  travels 
through  the  water  in  a  series  of  short,  sharp  jerks.  It 
certainly  doubles  itself  up  and  straightens  itself  out  again 
when  it  is  out  of  the  water,  but  when  it  is  in  the  water  it 
swims  by  means  of  its  legs,  and  its  movements  resemble 
those  of  a  fish.  It  cannot  swim  against  a  strong  cun-ent, 
but  walks  along  the  bottom  on  its  side.  I  should  advise 
Mr.  Spenee,  instead  of  sinking  a  Red  and  Teal  in  his 
aquarium  and  drawing  it  through  the  water  in  short,  sharp 
jerks,  to  put  some  freshwater  shrimps  there  and  watch 
them.  On  the  whole,  I  am  not  astonished  that  Mr. 
Spenee  has  not  been  successful  with  his  imitations  of  the 
creatures  he  has  attempted  to  imitate. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  Walker. 

'  *  We  have  referred  to  Dr.  Spence's  copy  and  find 
"  Gammam>>  "  was  of  course  a  printer's  error. — Ed. J 


FINE  PIKE  FEOM  THE  LEA. 

Dear  Sir, — Whilst  fishing  the  Lea  on  Friday  last,  I 
took  a  pike  of  241b.  weight,  404iQ.  long.  I  was  pater- 
uostering  with  a  yard  of  gut  and  a  small  gimp  triangle 
hook.  My  brother  and  a  friend  were  with  me,  and  had  a 
take  of  thirteen  fish  altogether,  two  of  them  together 
weighing  17^1  b.  Have  sent  the  big  fish  to  Cooper's  to  be 
set  up. — Yours  truly,  Walter  G.  Gareatt 

(President  H.A.P.S.) 

[We  congratulate  Mr. 'Garratt,  and  do  not  remember  a 
bigger  pike  from  the  Lea. — Ed.] 


THINGS  IN  PASSING. 

Sir, — Under  the  head  of  "  Scotch  Reports  "  in  a  recent 
issue,  I  find  a  long  and  interesting  paragraph  devoted  to 
the  fishing  on  the  Boyne.  Surely  this  is  another  wrong 
inflicted  on  my  suffering  country,  for  if  the  "  Byne 
wather"  is  not  Iriih  1  should  just  like  to  know  where  we 
are,  and  whither  tending  !  Bat  I  see  that  you  mention 
the  fact  that  it  (the  Boyne)  was  only  accidentally  lent 
to  Scotland  fur  a  week. 

I  read  in  y  >ur  paper  recently  that  they  found  a  half 
digested  rattlesnake  in  the  stomach  of  a  cooked  black 
percti  down  Florida  way  lately,  on  which  they  inconti- 
nently threw  the  lor  '■  to  the  little  pigs,"  which  seems 
rough  on  the  little  pigs.  But  let  that  pass.  They  should 
have  cleaned  their  perch  before  cooking  it,  I  should  Riy. 
But  let  that  pusj  also.  Wlat  I  want  to  get  at  is  the 
snake.  All  snakes  are  good  to  eat,  the  poisonous  varieties 
being  perhaps  best,  the  poison,  of  course,  being  innocuous 
when  taken  as  food.  In  fact;,  so  attractive  is  the  flash  of 
the  snake  to  birds  and  animals  of  carnivorous  taste,  that 
were  it  not  for  that  terror  of  the  poison  fangs  which  seems 
instinctive  in  all  the  brute  creation,  oven  in  the  case  of 
species  that  have  lost  touch  of  snakes  for  ages,  the  snake 
rac9  would  have  been  extinct  long  ago.  It  is  impossible 
to  watch  a  mongoose  or  snake-eating  bird  attack  a  cibra 
without  seeing  that  the  aggressor  is  ia  a  state  of  high 
terror  as  well  as  fury,  and  though  some  say  these  are  the 


only  two  feelings  present,  there  is  no  dcubtthe  appetite  for 
what  is  gf  od  is  the  prime  mover  in  the  whole  business. 

Many  years  ago  I  had  for  my  neighljours  for  a  week  or 
two  a  tribe  of  cardamom  growers,  on  the  western  slopes  of 
the  Ghants,  in  Malabar.  They  were  a  nice,  ijuiet, 
interc  s'ing  people  of  simple  tastes,  and  hospitable  withal, 
and  more  than  one  of  them  expressed  regret  that  I  could 
not  join  th'm  in  a  snake  hunt — an  nnnual  event  of  prime 
interest  and  importance  in  the  little  domestic  economy  of 
their  lives,  and  possibly  the  only  outdoor  amusement  they 
iudulgfd  in.  I  had  come  too  late  for  it,  but  they  hoped 
I  would  turn  up  earlier  next  year,  which,  however,  I  was 
unable  to  do,  I  regret  to  say,  for  I  should  have  much 
liked  to  verify  what  I  heajd  about  this  python  hunting. 

At  a  certain  season,  it  appears,  this  pythcn,  a  reptile 
which  I  should  say  much  restmbles  in  shape  and  colour  a 
101b.  or  121b.  conger  eel,  being  much  stouter  in  propor- 
tion to  his  length  than  the  snake  fattily  generally  are, 
slow  and  lethargic  rather  in  movements — though  this  ij 
probably  but  a  passing  seasonal  physiological  phase — 
crawls  from  his  place  of  concealment  shortly  after  sunrise, 
and  wends  bis  way  through  the  underwood  cf  the  jungle 
on  some  migratory  movement  towards  some  uppar  or 
lower  altitudes  of  the  hills  (I  don't  know  which).  The 
cardamom  growers  start  off  shortly  after  this  movement 
commences  in  order  to  surprise  the  python  on  his  journey. 
They  hunt  generally  in  pairs,  their  weapons  being  a  stout 
forked  stick  or  two  and  a  keen  knife,  together  with  a 
small  vessel  full  cf  water,  and  a  larger  one  empty.  The 
pair  beat  the  long  grass  and  underwood  carefully  and 
silently,  keeping  withiir  earshot,  and  when  either  spies 
the  quarry  a  sharp  cry  brings  the  other  to  his  side,  and 
the  hunt  proper  begins.  There  is  little  in  it,  however,  as 
the  python  is  so  slow,  and  never  attempts  any  means  of 
escape  except  to  wriggle  into  some  hole  or  the  thick  brake, 
and  shows  no  fight.  Very  soon  the  dexterous  hunters 
have  him  pinned  to  the  ground  with  their  forked  sticks, 
and  when  his  exhausting  struggles  are  over  he  is  carefully 
pulled  out  quite  straight,  if  not  so  already,  back  upwards, 
and  made  thoroughly  secure.  But  in  all  this  the  hunters 
handle  him  "tenderly, as  though  they  loved  him" — which, 
indeed,  they  do.  For  they  name  him  "  grandfather," 
which,  amorgst  a  people  who  hold  the  doctrine  of 
metempsychosis  in  honour,  is  suggestive  enough. 

And  now  having  secured  their  quarry,  the  cardamom 
men  proceed  to  "  spoil "  him,  which  they  effect  in  this 
way.  Digging  up  a  little  clay  with  their  knives,  they  mix 
it  with  enough  water  to  make  a  sufficient  poultice,  and  so 
lay  it  one  side,  or  use  presently.  Then  one  of  them 
inserts  the  point  of  bis  keen  knife  over  the  spine,  just 
behind  the  head,  or  splits  the  old  man  handsomely  almost 
right  down  to  the  tail,  just  exposing  the  backbone. 
Going  back  to  where  he  commenced,  the  operator  cuts  the 
skin  outward  at  right  angles  to  the  main  incision  for  a 
distance  of  about  2in.  on  each  side,  but  not  deeply,  and  then 
both  rapidly,  but  carefully,  pull  back  the  skin  as  far  as 
they  can  without  tearing  it,  and  so  expose  the  under  flesh  all 
along  the  creature's  back.  This  seems  to  be  two  layers  of 
yellowish  white  fat,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  hunters  have 
it  out  with  their  sharp  knives,  one  at  each  side,  and  trans- 
ferred to  their  empty  vessel,  and  then  the  skin  is  tenderly 
drawn  over  the  gaping  and  slightly  bleeding  wound,  and 
the  severed  edges  pressed  together.  Then  the  clay  poultice 
is  at  once  apphed,  and  the  surgeons  rise  from  their 
operation  with  expressions  of  their  warmest  wishes  for  the 
patient's  speedy  recovery.  And  the  old  chap  docs  recover, 
too,  in  a  few  days,  and  crawls  off  apparently  nothing  the 
worse  for  his  mutilation.  The  fat  is  taken  home,  cooked 
and  clarified,  and  carefully  potted  for  future  use.  _  It  is 
used  at  every  meal,  is  indispensable  at  every  religious 
ceremonial  where  oil  of  any  kind  is  in  demand,  and  is  the 
sovereignest  thing  on  earth  for  every  "  bruise,"  inward  or 
outward,  from  toothache  to  a  broken  leg.  The  sufferer 
struggles  very  little  under  the  knife,  I  am  told,  and  the 
whole  operation  seldom  occupies  mora  than  three  or  four 
minutes. — Yours,  &c.,    Mona. 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  AND 
CHEAP  RAILWAY  PARES. 

Sib, — I  have  pleasure  in  announcing  that,  in  response 
to  my  application,  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  London 
and  North-Western,  and  Midland  Railway  Companies 
have  consented  to  grant  anglers'  cheap  fares  to  our 
members — on  producing  the  membership  ticket,  with  rod 
and  taoile,  at  the  booking  offices — from  Burnley,  Nelson, 
Colne,  Blackpool,  and  Horwich  to  a  large  number  of 
stations  convenient  for  fishing  in  the  rivers  Ribble, 
Wharfe,  Lune,  Wyre,  etc.,  and  the  Lancaster  Canal. 
Several  fishing  stations  have  also  been  added  to  the 
Blackburn  and  Preston  privileges.  _  Slips  of  the  new 
concessions,  suitable  for  insertion  in  the  membership 
tickets,  are  now  being  printed. 

Bolton,  March  8.       Thos.  W.  Bedford,  Hon.  Sec. 

OIL  FLY-DRESSING  LAMP  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  readers  of  the  Fishinii 
Gazette  tell  me,  through  your  valuable  paper,  if  any  oil 
lamp  has  been  especially  constructed  for  the  use  of  fly 
dressers.;,  a  lamp  that  can  be  put  on  and  off  an  ordinary 
table  at  once,  and  reflect  the  best  light  obtainable  from 
such  a  lamp  ? — Yours  faithfully,  Strathspey. 

"SPECIMEN  FISH." 

Dear  Sir, — On  reading  the  interesting  article  on  this 
subject,  by  Clayr  Kenwal,  in  the  current  Fistii'ng  Gazette, 
I  notice  t  twards  the  end  a  reference  to  the  specimen  chub 
of  71b.  ai  d  61b.,  caught  respectively  by  Mr.  Wallis  and 
Mr.  "  Wales."  Isnotthe  latter  an  error,  andintended  for 
Mr.  H.  t^wales,  wliose  61b.  fish  I  only  recently  relieved 
"  Dragnet's  "  sanctum  of? 

Clayr  Kenwal  may  be  interested  to  know  that,  besides 
the  fish  mentioned  in  his  article,  Mr.  Swales  has  taken 
several  other  specimen  chub  ;  and  there  are  two  cases  of 


these  latter  at  the  Ram  Inn,  Brandon,  one  containing  two 
fish,  weighing  131b.  lOoz.,  and  the  other,  four  fish,  weigh- 
ing 211b.  (one  being  over  Clb.),  all  caught  with  a  tight 
line. 

I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  not  the  actual  weight  of  each 
individual  fish  by  me  at  the  time  of  writing  — Yours  truly. 
Hornsey.  T.  F.  Roberts. 

[It  should  have  been  "  Swales,"  not  "  Wales."] 


FISHING  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me,  as  a  subscriber 
to  your  paper,  to  use  it  for  inquiry  as  to  the  proper  baits, 
flies,  and  tackle  generally  for  a  trip  "  round  and  about  " 
Briti^h  Columbia  ? — Yours  sincerely, 

Arthur  W.  Wills, 

[Perhaps  some  of  our  renders  who  have  been  out  there 
will  reply  to  this  query.  We  advise  our  correspondf  nt  to 
take  a  good  supply  of  spoons  and  phantoms  cf  different 
sizes  (see  the  spoons  are  not  mounted  with  split  rings, 
which  are  certain  to  rust  and  smash  with  the  first  good 
fish).  The  trout  run  large,  and  take  small  salmon  flies 
freely.  Salmon  are  rarely  caught  with  fly,  spoons  and 
red  and  blue  phantoms  they  take  freely.  A  grilse  rod  for 
the  trout,  and  a  strong  spinning  rod  for  salmon  should 
certainly  be  taken. — Ed.] 


GUDGEON  TAKING  A  SPINNING  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — A  friend  of  mine  (G.  Fox,  Esq.,  jun.)  had 
a  unique  experience  on  Monday  last  whilst  spinning  for 
trout  here,  on  the  Welsh  Bridgeford.  Using  the  natural 
minnow,  he  hooked  and  landed  a  gudgeon  of  some  oin.  in 
length.  He  showed  me  the  fish  immediately  it  was  caught, 
the  tail  of  the  minnow  being  just  outside,  and  the  flying 
triangle  well  inside  the  fish's  mouth.  As  this  seems  to 
both  of  us  a  very  unusual  circumstance,  we  should  like  to 
know  whether  you,  or  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  have  ever  experienced  anything  of  a  similar  kind. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Shrewsbury.       H.  Lindsay  Yoi  ng,  M. A.,  Cantab. 

[We  never  before  heard  of  the  inoffensive  gudgeon 
attacking  a  spinning  bait — he  must  have  had  a  bee  in  his 
bonnet. — Ed.]. 

DINNER  TO  THE  THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  further  sums  have  been 
received  by  me  for  the  river  keepers'  dinner  :  Crown  and 
Buckland  Piscatorials,  2s.  6d. ;  G.  Goodwin,  5s.  ;  W.  J. 
Gomm,  53.  ;  West  London  A.S.,  23.  6d. — Your  faithfully, 
H.  W.  HiGGiNs  (Hon.  Sec.) 


NETTING  OP  THE  HAMPTON  RESERVOIR  BY 
THE  T.A.P.S. 
Dear  Sir, — The  netting  of  the  large  reservoir  at 
Hampton,  by  kind  permission  of  the  Grand  Junction 
Waterwcrks  Company,  on  Monday  last,  was,  I  believe,  a 
record  in  that  direction.  Some  three  tons  of  fish  were 
placed  in  the  river  at  Halliford,  Walton,  Sunbury,  and 
Kingston.  A  hundred  bream,  at  least,  averaging  over  31b. 
each,  many  roach  up  to  22lb.,  a  few  perch  running  up  to 
31b.,  and  thousands  of  good  store  fish  of  the  same  species 
as  those  mentioned  were  successfully  turned  in,  I  hope  to 
mature,  and  to  afford,  later  on,  good  sport  to  our  river 
anglers.  The  whole  affair  passed  off  most  successfully, 
owing  to  willing  hands  all  round,  and  the  kindness  of  the 
Water  Company  and  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board 
in  th&  matter  cannot  be  over-estimated. — Yours  faithfully, 

H.  W.  HiGGINS 

(Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society). 

[We  are  very  glad  to  hear  of  such  a  fine  haul  for  the 
Thames.— Ed.]   

ANOTHER  CHALLENGE  FOR  J.  KEENE. 

Sir, — I  received  a  letter,  on  Monday  last,  from  a 
gentleman  at  Nottingham,  who  is  desirous  of  putting 
forward  another  candidate  for  fishing  honours.  I  hear, 
also,  that  there  are  one  or  two  more  professionals  upon 
our  metropolitan  rivers  who  are  disposed  to  contest  the 
title  of  champion  with  the  Datchet  man. 

"  Mr.  Theaker,  of  Nottingham,  wUl  find  a  man  to  fish 
J.  Keene,  of  Datchet,  a  home  and  home  match  (Thames 
and  Trent),  all  fish  to  count  (punts  barred),  for  whatever 
money  Keene  is  prepared  to  lodge  in  the  hands  of  the 
angling  editor  of  the  Sporting  Life.  Mr.  Theaker  will 
also  make  a  present  to  Keene  of  whatever  quantity  of 
worms  he  may  require  for  both  matches." 

So  that  what  with  J.  Spong,  for  roach,  and  the  Trent 
candidate,  for  all  fish,  Keene  should  be  able  to  get  on  a 
match.  Last  season,  too,  when  the  Sheffield  division  was 
down  here,  I  had  ample  assurance  that  some  of  their 
leading  anglers  would  only  be  too  pleased  to  join  in  a 
sweepstakes  with  Thames  and  Trent  anglers. — 1  am,  sir, 
yours  truly,    Straw  Hat. 

WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 
Dear  Sir, — As  there  are  several  rumours  afloat  that 
the  above  lake  is  closed  (  )  account  of  the  Wimbledon 
Sports  Club,  Limited,  havin  /taken  it  over,  and  the  park 
also,  I  beg  to  inform  all  youi  headers  this  ia  not  the  case. 
The  fiishing  is  still  open,  and  the  prices  are  exactly  the 
same,  and  on  account  of  the  unclimtable  fence  being  erected 
there  is  only  one  entrance,  and  that  is  by  the  wood,  near 
the  Wimbledon  Park  Station.  The  prices  are  now  Is.  one 
rod.  Is,  Od.  two  rods  (bottom  fishing),  and  2s.  6d.  jack 
fishing.  Several  jeople  are  inquiring  whether  I  am  still 
instructing  in  casting.  Yes  ;  in  all  its  branches,  salmon 
fly  casting  included.  Tbe  carp  are  up,  bream  also,  and 
this  year  should  prove  a  succes-ful  one  here  to  the  angler, 
as  it  will  be  most  strictly  preserved,  and  all  undersized 
fish  returned  to  the  waters. 

A.  Newham  (ParkKeeperK 
Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 
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MR.    JARDINE^S    BOOK    ON  PIKE 
AND  PERCH.* 


Sportsmen,  and  especially  anglers,  are  in- 
debted to  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  BuUen  for  some 
of. the  best  books  on  sport  published  recently. 
Last  year  they  gave  us  Mr.  Dewar's  charming 

!!  2°°^  °*  ^^y-"  ^ol- 1-  of  their  splendid 

Lncyclopaedia  of  Sport,"  and  the  two  first 
volumes  of  their  new  "  Anglers' Library ;  "  and 
now  we  have  Vol.  III.  in  the  same  series,  by  Mr. 
Alfred  Jardine. 

The  Mayor  of  Winchester  is  doing  a  right 
worthy  thing  in  getting  up  a  national  memorial 
to  Alfred  the  Great,  King  of  England.  This 

•J      L  Anglers'  Library  may  also  be 

sa^d  to  be  a  worthy  memorial  of  Alfred,  the  great 
ptke  angler,  for  no  man  since  Adam  ever  caught 
so  many  big  pike  as  Mr.  Jardine,  and  no  man 
since  Adam  was,  or  is,  more  qualified  to  teach 
others  how  to  catch  them.    Those  who  havc  had 

•  "Tike  and  Perch."  With  notes  on  Record  Pike  and  a 
chapter  on  the  Blick  Biss,  Murray  Cod,  and  other  sport- 
ing mernbera  of  the  Perch  family.  By  Alfred  Jardine. 
Pd"^?YK^-«-  ^^-"^  ^°^'         °^  the  Angler's  Library. 

Son.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart., 
ana  D.  ij.  Aflalo.    London  :  Lawrence  and  BuUen,  Ltd. 


the  good  fortune  to  have  had  him  for  companion 
on  a  pike  fishing  expedition  will,  I  am  sure,  agree 
•with  me  that  he  is  not  only  a  perfect  master  of 
the  art,  but  a  most  genial  and  unselfish  angler, 
as  keen  to  see  his  friend  kill  a  good  fish  as  to  do 
so  himself.  It  would  be  nob  at  all  surprising  to 
find  that  one  so  expeiienoed  in  pike  fishing — and, 
for  that  matter,  in  angling  generally,  as  Mr. 
Jardine — should  be  somewhat  dogmatic  in  his 
views ;  but  in  all  the  many  years  I  have  known 
him  I  have  never  found  that  to  be  the  case.  In 
every  chapter  of  this  book  full  justice  is  done  to 
the  views  and  opinions  of  other  anglers  and 
writers,  and  his  own  are  put  forward  so  clearly 
and  pleasantly,  and  with  such  excellent  illustra- 
tions, that  nothing  better  could  be  desired.  There 
is,  however,  one  illustration  which  does  Mr. 
Jardine  rank  injustice,  viz.,  that  of  the  "  Scale  of 
sizes  for  pike  lines  "  on  page  52,  where  six  thick- 
nesses are  shown  numbered  from  0  to  5.  Refer- 
ring to  these,  Mr.  Jardine  says :  "  One  of  the  best 
specially  prepared  lines  I  ever  met  with  is  the 
size  of  No.  3."  This,  naturally,  would  give  the 
reader  the  inipi-iession  that  he  uses  a  line  lor  pike 
fisbing  as  thick  as  No.  3  in  the  sketch,  which  is 
thicker  tban  a  new  penny  piece,  whereas  I,  who 
have  fished  with  him  on  and  off  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  have  never  seen  him  use  a  reel  lice  for 
pike  fishing  thicker  than  an  old  half-sovereign, 
la  fact,  nothing  impressed  me  more  than  the 
extreme  fineness  of  his  line  and  tackle,  except  the 
skill  with  which  he  kills  the  heaviest  pike  on 
them.  His  favourite  reel  line  is  a  plaited  silk 
line,  made  for  medical  purposes  by  a  firm  in 
Noble-street,  E.G.  In  the  second  edition  of  this 
capital  little  book  I  hope  that  we  may  have  a 
photo-prccess  block  of  the  "  Scale  of  Sizes  for 
Pike  Lines,"  and  then  the  reader  will  have  a  fair 
idea  of  with  what  very  fine  lines  Mr.  Jardine 
really  fishes,  for  in  this  lies  one  of  the  secrets  of 
his  success. 

The  chief  value  of  this  book  undoubtedly  lies 
in  the  pages  devoted  to  practical  fishing.  The 
most  experienced  pike  angler  will  find  many  a 
useful  hint,  while  to  the  beginner  they  are  invalu- 
able—simply the  best  ever  wiitten  on  the  subject 
— not  the  smallest  or  most  insignificant  detail  is 
omitted.  And  although  -written  for  pike  and 
perch  anglers,  this  book  would  enable  a  perfect 
novice  who  studied  it  carefully  to  fish  all  the 
woi  Id  over  successfully  for  any  fish — freshwater 
or  salt— which  is  to  be  killed  on  a  live  or  dead 
fish  bait.  In  addition  to  the  practical  part  there 
aie  chapters  on  incidents,  records,  and  traditions 
of  pike  fishing,  with  some  account  of  the  pike's 
history,  natural  history,  and  of  reminiscences  of 
days  of  sport  -with  him.  Ghapter  XL  shows  that 
Mr.  Jardine  has  as  keen  an  eye  for  the  beauties 
of  Nature  as  for  a  likely  bit  of  water  for  sport, 
and  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  all  who  knew  and 
loved  Francis  Francis.  To  me  it  is  a  great  plea- 
sure to  read  any  word  of  praise  for  the  man  who 
for  so  many  years — almost  from  its  commence- 
ment— was  angling  editor  of  the  Field.  Jardine 
knew  him  well,  and  often  fished  with  him,  and 
many  a  talk  we  have  had  about  him.  Francis 
was  rough  and  outspoken,  and,  as  he  himself  said, 
always  getting  into  hot  water  with  somebody; 
but  he  was  a  sterling,  genuine  angler  and 
Englishman,  and  among  my  pleasantest  angling 
experiftices  have  been  his  friendship,  and  that  of 
his  successor  in  the  angling  editorial  chair  of  the 
great  Field  newspaper.  I  can  add  my  personal 
testimony  to  that  of  Mr.  Jardine  that  a  fairer  or 
more  unselfish  and  genuine  angler  than  Francis 
Francis  never  lived.  Next  to  that  of  the 
"Amateur  Angler"  lvalue  moat  the  encourage- 
ment I  had  years  ago  from  Francis  Francis  and 
"  Red  Spinner ;  "  and  but  for  it  the  Fishing 
Oazette  would  probably  have  died  in  its  early 
struggle  for  existence. 

There  are  one  or  two  points  to  which  I  should 
like  to  call  Mr.  Jardine's  attention  before  I  forget 
Ihem.  On  page  24  he  says  that  the  capture  of  a 
32lb.  pike  in  Lough  Gonn  in  April,  1894,  was 
'•  tlagi-antly  unsportsmanlike."  Sach  an  accusa- 
tion has  absolutely  no  justification  in  the  case  of 
Lough  Conn,  whicb  is  a  salmon  and  trout  lake, 
in  which  it  is  praiseworthy  to  destroy  pike  in  any 
way. and  at  any  time.  As  Mr.  Jardine  himself 
describes  the  iise  of  trimmers  of  all  kinds  as 
legitimate  where  it  is  a  question  of  getting  rid 
of  pike,  I  hope  he  will  put  this  matter  right  in 
his  next  edition,  especially  as  the  Lough  Conn 
pike  was  taken  by  a  good  angler  and  sportsman 


who  was  salmon  fishing  with  a  blue  Devon  as 
spinning  bait. 

Then,  in  his  interesting  notes  on  the  black 
bass,  Mr.  .Jardine  speaks  of  the  fish  having  been 
successfully  acclimatised  in  this  country  by  the 
late  Marquis  of  Exeter,  who  placed  the  fish  into 
White  Water,  a  reservoir  which  supplies  the  town 
of  Stamford,  "where  they  bred  and  multiplied 
into  many  thousands,  some  of  the  fish  now  being 
specimens  of  from  61b.  to  81b.  each."  If  this  is 
correct  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it,  because  I 
joined  the  late  Marquis  in  the  expense  of  getting 
fish  from  America,  and  had  a  number  in  a  sheet 
of  water  in  which  all  other  fish  did  well  and  yet 
in  which  the  bass  simply  pined  away.  Unless  I 
am  greatly  mistaken,  I  could  turn  up  a  letter 
from  Lord  Exeter,  written  not  very  long  before 
his  death,  in  which  he  spoke  anything  but  hope- 
fully of  the  experiments  in  which  he  had  taken 
so  much  interest.  I  had  a  talk  with  Dr.  Henehall, 
author  of  "  The  Book  of  the  Black  Bass,"  when 
he  was  last  in  England,  and  he  attributed  our 
want  of  success  to  our  having  tried  the  wrong 
black  bass,  but  I  am  under  the  impression  Mr. 
Silk  brought  over  both  the  large  and  small 
mouthed  kind.  Anyway,  I  hope  what  Mr. 
Jardine  says  is  correct,  as  I  am  a  very  firm 
beli  ever  in  the  black  bass  of  America,  and 
strongly  advocated  its  introduction  in  the  early 
eighties,  as  reference  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
show.  Curiously  enough,  the  late  Herr  Max  v. 
Borne  was  very  successful  in  breeding  black  bass, 
and  I  see  they  are  still  advertised  by  his  fishery  in 
the  German  fishing  papers. 

As  regards  the  illustrations  in  this  book,  they 
are  numerous  and  good  of  the  rods,  baits,  and 
tackle  used  in  pike  and  perch  fishing.  The 
pictures  of  the  pike  and  perch  are  the  same  as  in 
Vol.  1  of  the  series,  and  not  so  good  as  they  might 
be. 

Mr.  Jardine  divides  his  book  into  chapters  as 
follows  :  I.  Pickerel,  Jack,  Gedd,  Luce.  II. 
Incidents,  Records,  and  Traditions  of  Pike  Fish- 
ing. III.  Pike  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackles.  IV. 
Spinning.  V.  Snap  Fishing.  VI.  Live  and 
Dead  Bait  Fishing.  VII.  Paternoster  ing. 
VIII.  The  Perch.  IX.  Sporting  Fish  of  the 
Perch  Family :  Sea  Bass,  Black  Bass,  &c.  X. 
Late  Autumn  Pike  and  Perch  Fishing.  This  last 
chapter  is  a  capital  account  of  a  pike  and  perch 
fishing  expedition  extending  over  some  days, 
which  Mr.  Jardine  and  the  late  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  enjoyed  some  years  ago,  and  it  makes  an 
excellent  finish  to  this  thorough  and  useful  book, 
which  will  doubtless  be  the  standard  work  on  the 
subject  as  far  as  practical  fishing  goes.  Mr.  J. 
does  not  fail  to  acknowledge  his  indebtedness  to 
other  woikers  on  the  subject,  especially,  of 
course,  to  Mr.  H.  C.  Pennell,  whose  '■  Book  of  the 
Pike "  is  a  classic.  I  wish  this  little  work  all 
success,  and  may  its  author  live  long  and  break 
his  own  unequalled  record  for  gi-and  pike. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


FISH  IN 


THE  U.S.  NATIONAL 
MUSEUM.* 


Through  the  kindness  of  Professor  E.  Brown 
Goode  we  have  had  placed  in  our  hands  the 
reports  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  for  the  years 
1893  and  1894.  The  first  thing  that  strikes  the 
casual  observer  is  that  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment know  how  to  spend  money  on  science.  The 
1893  volum",  with  its  780  pages  of  matter  and  its 
304  full  size  plates,  and  that  of  1894.  with  its 
lOOO  pages  and  900  plates,  are  examples  of  how 
museum  work  should  be  done. 

And  yet  in  all  those  pages  there  are  only  two 
in  each  volume  devoted  to  fishes,  and  the  only 
other  references  are  a  casual  one  to  British  fish 
taxidermy,  in  which  our  artists  are  praised,  and  a 
note  as  to  the  re-arrangement  of  the  fish  pre- 
serving tanks.  This  is  hardly  giving  the  fish 
their  share,  and  must  to  a  certain  extent  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  Dr.  Bean,  the 
curator  of  the  fish  department,  had  been  deeply 
occupied  with  the  affaiis  of  the  Columbian  Exhi- 
bition. It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  next 
two  jeai-s'  volumes  may  contain  much  both  to 
interest  and  instruct  all  lovers  of  fish  life. 

*  Smithsoniin  Repcrt  U.S.  National.  Mnteum,  1893 
and  189-1. — Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
1895  and  1896. 
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THE  FLY  DRESSER'S  BIRDS 
(WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS).! 

{Continued  from  page  206.) 

By  G.  E.  M.  S. 

WATERiTEN. — See  Moorhen. 

Water  Ousel. — See  Dipper. 

Waterpiet. — See  Dipper. 

*Water-rail.  —  This  bird  is  in  type  and 
texture  of  feather  the  counterpart  of  the  landrail, 
but  whereas  the  tone  of  colour  of  the  landrail  is 
niddy,  that  of  the  water-rail  is  lead  coloured. 
The  primaries  and  secondaries  are  suitable  for 
dark  winged  flies  like  the  Iron  Blue  Dun.  The 
breast  feathers  are  also  used  for  winging  flies 
with  iron  blue  wings,  and  the  scapular  hackle  is 
probably  worth  attention,  The  bird  is  more 
valued  by  fly  dressers  in  Ireland  than  here.  Hi 
Began  has  a  great  opinion  of  it.  They  are 
ommon  in  Leadenhall  market  in  their  season. 

Whaup. — See  Curlew. 

Whistling  Plover.— Set  Golden  Plover. 

White  Owl. — See  Owl,  Barn. 

*  Widgeon. — The  glossy  metallic  feather  from 
he  wing  of  this  handsome  bird  is  available  for 


Mai-ch  Browns  and  Red  Spinners,  Hai-e's  Ears 
Sedges,  and  what  not,  are  provided  by  this  bird  ; 
legs  for  March  Browns,  little  and  early  Winter 
Browne,  and  a  host  of  other  flies  are  to  be  had 
from  the  hackles.  The  head  feathers  are  used 
for  winging  the  Oak  Fly  or  Downlooker.  To  be 
had  of  any  poulterer. 

Wood  Duck. — See  Canadian  Wood  Duck. 

WooDLARK.— Fostei-'s  "  Scientific  Angler"  re- 
commends the  wing  for  dressing  the  Oak  Ply  or 
Downlooker.  It  is  not  a  sufiiciently  common 
bird  to  be  regarded  as  essential. 

Wood  Owl. — See  Owl,  Brown. 

Woodpecker,  Green. — Robert  Salter  in  the 
"  Modern  Angler  "  (1811)  wings  a  fly  he  calls  the 
Woodpecker  Fly  with  the  pale  green  feather 
from  a  woodpecker's  back,  and  Wade'  "Halcyon  " 
has  a  Yellow  Dun  or  Bloa  No.  1  winged  with 
woodpecker,  but  from  what  part  of  the  bird  the 
feather  for  the  purpose  is  taken  does  not  appear. 
These  are  the  only  dressings  noted  by  the  writer 
iu  which  woodpecker  is  recommended.  It  is  a 
bird  that  may  be  omitted  by  the  amateur  as  un- 
necessary. 

WooDPiGEON. — See  Pigeon,  Wood. 

**  Wren  (Fig.  97).— There  are  a  few  feathers 
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Fi?.  93.— Shoulder  Hackle. 


Fig.  Breast. 


Pig.  95. — Under  wing, 

imitating  beetles  backs,  and  for  winging  some 
fancy  patterns.  Thebarred  black  and  white  feather 
from  the  back  and  side  is  much  like  teal,  and  can 
be  used  for  much  the  same  purposes.  In  former 
days  the  primaries  and  secondaries  of  this  bird 
and  the  mallard  and  teal  used  to  be  used  for 
winging  Duns,  but  they  are  nowadays  considered 
too  coarse.  There  is,  however,  a  beautiful  glossy 
dun  feather  between  the  larger  feathers  of  the 
wings,  which  is  well  suited  to  wing  small  Duns. 
The  bird  is  to  be  had  from  any  poulterer. 

Window  Swallow.— See  Martin. 

**  Woodcock  (Figs.  93  to  96). — There  is  scarcely 
a  part  of  this  beautiful  bird  that  does  not  render 
tribute  to  the  fly  dresser.  Head,  neck,  breast,  back, 
and  wings  are  all  valuable.  Besides  the  primaries 
and  secondaries  (which  are  of  a  dark  dun  with 
yellow  brown  flecks),  there  are  a  number  of  feathers 
suitable  for  winging  flies  to  be  had  from  the 
wings,  and  both  outside  or  shoulder  hackles,  and 
hackles  from  under  the  wing  are  of  great  service. 
This  is  one  of  the  essential  birds :  wings  for 


Fig.  9(i. — Small  wing 
feather. 

'  only  on  this  dainty  little  bird  fit  for  fly  dressing, 
viz.,  the  tail  feathers  and  a  few  of  the  secondary 
feathers,  which  resemble  the  tail  feathers.  They 

Wren. 


t  The  single  asterisk  points  out  what  the  author  thinks 
necessary  for  a  good  all-round  modern  collection ;  the 
double  asterisk  those  which  no  fly  dresser  should  be 
without. 


Fig.  97.— Tail. 

are  a  spotted  brown, and  are  used  for  dressing  the 
Froghopper  hacklewise,  and  for  hackling  the  legs 
of  a  winged  March  Brown.  A  common  little  bird, 
but  so  harmless  and  dainty  it  seems  specially 
cruel  to  kill  it. 


Wryneck. — The  colouring  of  this  shy  bird 
suggests  the  same  sort  of  uses  as  the  wrentail. 
The  breast,  the  back,  and  the  shoulder  afford  some 
likely  looking  hackles. 

Yellow  Plover. — See  Golden  Plover. 


LARV^  OF  THE  MARCH  BROWN 
WANTED. 
I  SHALL  be  glad  to  hear  from  anglers  who  live 
on  or  near  rivers  where  the  March  Brown  is 
abundant,  as  1  wish  to  procure  a  good  supply  of 
its  larva;,  which,  I  feel  sure,  can  be  sent  alive  by 
post.  I  shall,  of  course,  be  glad  to  pay  for  the 
time  and  labour  of  collecting  them,  and  will 
give  furthei-  details,  with  illustration  of  this 
particular  larva  or  creeper.  Address  R.  B. 
Marston  (Editor  Fishing  Gazette),  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


TROUT  FLY  DRESSING. 

(Continued  from  page  2(»4.) 


Article  No.  12.— HOW  TO  DRESS  A  WE"! 
FLY. 
Method  No.  2. 


Ip  desired,  another  hackle  may  now  be  tied  in, 
and  the  fly  finished  as  a  buzz-fly,  or  both  hackl^ 
and  wings  may  be  added  as  in  No.  2,  thus  making 


Fig.  49. 

the  fly  what  we  may  term  a  winged  palmer.  The 
third  alternative  is,  of  course,  to  form  the  head 
and  finish  '•  right  away." 

It  may  here  be  well  to  consider  the  proper 
method  of  winding  a  spiral  since  there  seems  to 
be  a  prevalent  idea,  even  among  authors  on  fly 
dressing,  that  it  is  impossible  to  wind  the  hackle 
of  a  palmer  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  not  after- 
wards liable  to  slip  when  fastened  only  at  either 
end. 

To  wind  a  non-slipping  spiral  (of  thread,  say) 
round  a  cylindrical  surface  (say  that  of  a  pencil), 
the  thread  must  always  during  the  winding  he 
strained  at  the  same  angle  to  the  direction  in  which 
the  pencil  points.  For  suppose  the  pencil  to  be 
covered  exactly  with  a  rectangular  strip  of  paper, 
and  suppose  the  thread  to  leave  a  mark  on  the 
paper ;  then,  when  a  spiral  has  been  wound  and 
unwound,  suppose  the  paper  to  be  removed  and 
flattened  out.  It  will  appear  as  illustrated  by  the 
shaded  portion  of  the  figure  below.  A  marks  one 
extremity  of  the  spiral  and  B  the  other. 

Spiral  incorrectly  wound.  Spiral  correctly  wonnd. 


Method  of  winding— observe  the  angles. 
Fig.  50. 

Now,  from  the  dotted  portion  of  the  figure  it  is 
easily  seen  that  the  length  of  any  spiral  reaching 
from  A  to  B  must  be  equal  to  the  length  of  soma 
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line  reaching  from  A  to  B',  B'  being  perfectly 
determinate  from  the  position  of  B  and  the 
number  of  turns  in  the  spiral.  But  the  shortest 
of  all  lines  reaching  from  A  to  B'  is  the  straight 
line  AB'.  Therefore  the  shortest  spiral  reaching 
from  A  to  B  is  that  wound  in  accordance  with  the 
above-mentioned  conditions. 

If  now,  the  ends  of  this  nhortest  spiral  be  bound 
fast  to  the  pencil,  it  is  clear  that  unless  the  thread 
forming  the  spii'al  stretches  it  is  quite  impossible 
for  any  part  of  it  to  slip. 

We  see,  then,  that  to  dress  a  palmer  properly 
it  is  necessary  both  to  wind  the  hackle  as  has  been 
directed,  and  to  fasten  it  with  the  tying  silk  as 
soon  as  it  has  been  wound  as  far  as  the  shoulder. 
The  wrong  method  is,  after  having  wound  the 
hackle  in  open  turns  up  the  body,  to  proceed  at 
once  to  wind  it  in  a  few  close  turns  at  the  shoulder 
without  previously  making  it  fast.  I  trust  that  I 
have  made  this  point  very  clear,  for  it  involves  an 
important  principle  which  is  often  disregarded. 

When  there  is  any  considerable  degree  of  taper 
in  the  body  the  considerations  by  which  we 
determine  the  shortest  spiral  must  undergo  some 
modification. 

It  will  be  clear  from  reasoning,  analogous  to 
the  above,  that  in  this  case  the  hackle  or  ribbing 
tinsel  should  be  held  at  a  slightly  smaller  angle 
to  the  shank  as  the  winding  proceeds.  Thus  the 
turns  of  the  spiral  will  for  two  reasons*  be  more 
widely  spaced  near  the  shoulder  than  near  the  tail. 
If  the  hackle  be  held  taut  during  the  winding  it 
will,  of  course,  have  a  tendency  to  take  up  its 
proper  position  automatically. 

Anothee  Method  of  Dkessing  a  Winged 
Palmer. 

Commence  as  before,  tying  in  hackle,  ribbing 
tinsel  (if  any),  and  body  material  in  succession. 
Wind  tying  silk,  body  material,  and  ribbing 
tinsel  to  shoulder,  fastening  in  the  two  last  as 
before.  Tie  in  wings  as  in  method  No.  1.  Wind 
body  hackle  and  finish  as  before. 

Tags. 

Two  kinds  of  tags  are  illustrated  in  Fig.  51. 
The  one  (G),  a  short  tassel-like  appandage,  is 


Fig.  51. — Types  of  wet-flies. 

A.  I'pwiDg  drcsspd  by  method   D.  Buzz  fly. 

No.  1.  E.  Palmer. 

B.  Upwing  dressed  by  method   F.  Winged  palmer. 

No.  2.  G.  Fly  with  tassel-like  tag. 

f.  Fly  with  thickly  dubbed  body   H.  Fly  with  tinsel  tag. 
acd  dubbirg  for  legs. 

formed  by  a  piece  of  floss  silk  or  a  bunch  of 
feather  fibres  tied  in  at  the  end  of  the  body,  as 
whisks  are,  and  afterwards  trimmed  squarely 
across  at  the  proper  length.  The  other  type  (H) 
may  be  described  as  a  short  joint  or  section  at 
the  tail  end  of  the  body,  and  of  a  colour  different 
from  that  of  the  remainder  of  the  body.  Let  ua 
now  suppose  that  it  is  desired  to  make  a  tag  of 
tinsel  in  front  of  the  whisks. 

Commence  as  usual,  and  having  reached  the 
stage  illustrated  in  Fig.  27,  tie  in  a  length  of  fine 
flat  tinsel.  Wind  the  tying  silk  some  four  or  five 
turns  towards  the  right,  and  fasten  in  clip.  Wind 
tinsel  over  these  four  or  five  turns,  and  fasten  by 
one  turn  of  the  tying  silk.    Before  cutting  away 

*  The  first  reason  being  that,  even  if  the  angle  were 
not  gradually  lessened,  the  thickening  of  the  body  would 
occasion  a  corresponding  and  proportionate  widening  of 
the  8pa«e3  between  the  sacceeBive  coila. 


unwound  tinsel,  tie  in  body  material  with  two 
more  turns  of  tying  silk  towards  the  right,  which 
should  be  made  over  the  end  of  the  tinsel,  so  as 
to  further  secure  it.  Cut  away  tinsel  and  end  of 
body  material,  and  proceed  as  before. 


li^.  52. 


It  is  obvious  that  when  a  fly  has  whisks  a  tag 
may  be  formed  either  before  or  behind  the  Avhisks. 
It  is  clear,  also,  that  by  a  device  similar  to  that 
just  desci-ibed  may  be  made  a  winged  palmer, 
hackled  only  halfway  down  the  body.  The 
hinder  half  of  the  body  may  be  made  as  a  tag  of 
one  strip  of  material,  and  after  this  is  wound  and 
secured  by  one  turn,  the  hackle,  ribbing  tinsel, 
and  another  strip  of  body  material  may  be  tied  in , 
and  the  fly  completed  as  before.  Parti-coloured 
bodies  of  any  number  of  joints  may  be  made  on 
the  same  lines.  The  following  application  of  the 
same  method  may  also  be  noticed. 

When  a  particularly  large  Palmer,'  or  woolly 
bear,  is  to  be  made,  it  may  sometimes  happen 
that  a  hackle  sufliclently  long  to  cover  the  whole 
length  of  the  body  cannot  be  obtained.  In  this 
case,  the  simplest  plan  is  to  make  the  body  in  two 
sections,  finishing  off  one  before  tying  in  hackle 
and  body  material  with  which  to  form  the  other. 
If  the  work  be  done  neatly,  the  join  will  not  be 
easily  visible. 

How  TO  Make  a  Dubbed  Body. 

Commence  as  usual,  and  having  tied  in  the 
ribbing  tinsel  (if  any),  hold  the  tying  silk  taut 
with  the  left  hand,  and' taking  a  little  dubbing  of 
the  proper  sbade  between  the  finger  and  thumb 
of  the  light,  spin  it  smoothly  on  the  well  waxed 
tying  silk  close  up  to  tlie  shank  of  the  hook. 


Fig.  53. 


Twist  the  tying  silk  a  few  times  in  the  same  way, 
"right  handed"  or  "left  handed,"  as  that  in 
which  the  dubbing  was  spun.  Wind  the  tying 
silk,  now  covered  with  dubbing,  towards  the  right 
as  far  as  the  shoulder.  Remove  the  unwound 
dubbing  from  the  tying  silk  with  the  nails  of  the 
right  forefinger  and  thumb. 

In  dressing  some  flies,  the  dubbing  that  has 
been  wound  on  the  body  should  now  be  picked  out 
with  the  dubliing  needle,  so  as  to  soften  the 
outline  of  the  body,  and  give  it  a  more  woolly 
effect. 

Wind  the  ribbing  tinsel,  and  fasten  it  off  as 
usual.  Tie  in  wings  as  usual,  and  add  hackle: 
or,  having  brought  the  tying  silk  behind  the 
wings,  spin  a  little  more  dubbing  on  it,  and  wind 
a  turn  or  two  of  this  behind  the  wings.  Finish  as 
usual,  and  when  dubbing  is  to  serve  for  hackle, 
pick  it  out  carefully  at  the  shoulder. 

Of  course,  the  hackle  or  "  shoulder  dubbing  " 
may  be  put  on  before  the  tying  in  of  the  wings 
according  to  method  No.  2,  if  it  be  so  preferred. 

Athenian. 


THE   GRESHAM  DINNIR. 


Few  convivial  gatherings  of  angling  societies 
ai'e  looked  forward  to  with  keener  interest  than 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham.  At  this 
important  social  function  one  is  certain  of  three 
things — an  admirable  repast,  good  company,  and 
excellent  and  practical  speeches.  The  proceed- 
ings of  Tuesday  last  were  no  exception  to  this 
rule.  The  salon  at  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  in 
which  the  society  holds  its  meetings,  was  filled 
with  a  large  and  influential  number  of  members 
and  friends,  under  the  presidency  of  the  veteran 
sportsman.  Sir  George  Brown,  C.B.  Letters  of 
apology  for  non-attendance  were  read  from  Dr. 
Brunton,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (Fishing  Gazette), 
and  Mr.  F.  Abrahams.  The  menu  having  been 
amply  discussed,  the  Chairman  first  gave  the 
toast  of  "  The  Queen,"  which  was  received  with 
the  enthusiasm  only  to  be  expected  from  such  a 
loyal  body  of  men  as  anglers  undoubtedly  are. 

The  Chairman,  in  giving  the  toast  of  the 
evening — "  The  Gresham  Angling  Society  " — 
said :  Gentlemen, — It  was  Queen  Elizabeth,  I 
believe,  who  made  the  remark  that  speeches  are 
things  which  we  chiefly  love  when  once  we  have 
got  them  over  ;  and,  consideiiug  the  amount  of 
business  which  remains  to  be  done,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  stop  the  way  long.  The  toast  which  I 
have  to  ask  your  acceptance  of  now  is  one  which 
I  am  equally  fortunate  in  being  able  to  offer  as 
the  first.  I  am  confident,  too,  of  a  most  gracious 
response  to  it,  because  I  am  going  to  ask  you  to 
drink  the  health  and  success  of  your  noble  selves. 
(Applaiise.)  The  Gresham  Angling  Society  is 
not  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  institutions, 
but  I  am  not  far  out  in  saying  that  it 
is  certainly  one  of  the  most  flourishing  ones. 
(Hear,  hear.)  It  was  founded,  I  understand, 
in  the  year  1881,  and  it  numbers  something 
over  140  members.  (Applause.)  I  believe,  too. 
that  it  is  of  a  character  and  distinction  which  I 
will  not  particularise,  on  the  ground  that  "present 
company  is  always  excepted."  (Laughter.)  Your 
objects,  gentlemen,  are  the  cultivation  of  fish  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  best  interests  of  angling. 
With  the  view  of  giving  your  members  a  certain 
amount  of  healthy  relaxation,  in  other  words,  of 
affording  them  an  opportunity  of  amusing  them- 
selves as  an  alternative  to  the  arduous  work  which, 
with  either  brain  or  hand,  I  have  no  doubt  most 
of  us  have  to  perform.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  are 
met  sometimes  by  that  adverse  critic,  who  says 
"  you  are  killing  the  poor  little  fish  merely  for  the 
puri^ose  of  amusement."  Unquestionably — to  be 
quite  honest — that  is  our  reason,  and  while  I  do 
not  object  to  accept  that  conclusion  from  anglers, 
I  protest  loudly  against  the  angler  being  the  only 
person  who  is  included  in  that  category.  I  say  to 
our  critics  "  you  are  all  doing  exactly  the  same 
thing  ;  you  are  killing  the  poor  little  birds,  the 
unfortunate  lambs  and  sheep,  and  cattle  and  pigs, 
entirely  for  your  amusement,"  "  Oh,  no,"  they 
say,  "  it  is  necessary  on  physiological  grounds  to 
support  the  waste  of  our  system;  we  are  killing 
those  animals  for  that  piirpose."  Exactly,  the 
angler  does  that,  but  he  is  not  dishonest  enough 
to  pretend  that  that  is  his  motive.  Will  anyone 
of  yon  to-night  tell  me,  looking  at  the  menv, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  that  you  have  been 
taking  this  soup,  fish,  entn'es,  poultry,  game, 
joints,  and  sweets,  and  finishing  with  ice  pudding, 
to  supply  the  waste  of  your  system  /  You  knuw 
as  well  as  I  do  that  we  have  done,  it  because 
we  like  to  do  it.  In  short,  we  have  done  it  because 
it  amuses  us,  and  for  the  same  reason  we  catch 
fish,  and  either  eat  them  ourselves,  or  give  tbem 
to  our  friends  to  eat.  We  do  not  expect  oiu- 
friends,  nor  do  we  expect  ourselvea  to  eat  them, 
or  to  catch  them  under  false  pretences.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Then  again,  your  art  is  a  peaceful  art. 
It  is  quoted  as  the  "  Contemplative  man's 
recreation."  The  jaded  artisan,  the  worn-out 
politician,  the  man  of  science,  and  the  man  whose 
brain  is  well-nigh  exhausted,  may  find,  what  is 
justly  called,  recreation  by  the  river  side. 
Angling  is  not  only  a  harmless  pastime,  but  it  is 
a  healthy  one.  (Applause).  Its  character  is.  well 
expressed  in  some  words  I  read  in  the  shilling 
edition  of  our  old  friend  Izaak  Walton "s  book. 
The  lines  run  thus : 

Let  me  live  harmlessly,  and  near  the  brink 

Of  Trent  o:  Avon  ;  have  a  dwelling  place 
Where  I  may  see  my  (inill  or  coik  down  gink 

Svith  eager  bite  of  perch,  or  bleak,  or  dace. 
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This  is  heroic.    Admitted ;  but  is  it  permissible 
to  wonder  what  would  have  happened  if  some  of 
the  great  personag;es  of  the  world  had  accepted 
that  view  ?    If  JuUus  Csesar,  Alexander  the 
Great,    the    Emperor    Napoleon,    and  others 
of  that  ilk   had  settled   themselves  down  by 
the    side    of    a    clear   flowing    stream  and 
been    content    to    watch   their   cork   or  quill 
down  sink   instead  of   mai'ching   their  armies, 
blowing  the  souls  out  of  their  fellow-creatures  in 
war  or  battle,  leaving  desolation  wherever  their 
footsteps  went.    But  no  one  here,  be  he  even  a 
poet  deserving  of  the  laureateship,  can  understand 
Julius  Csesar  with  his  long  pole  fishing  for  a  '21b. 
roach  with  a  single  hair  line — (laughter) — and 
can  anyone  think  of  Alexander  the  Great  stopping 
his  army,  ready  to  conquer  another  kingdom 
(perhaps  the  last  one  on  the  list  left  to  conquer), 
pulling  up  by  the  side  of  a  stream  and  un- 
sheathing his  cane  rod  with  a  steel  centre — the 
product  of  the  Hardy  Brothers  of  that  period — 
and  sitting  himself  down  to  catch  a  rising  trout, 
or  whatever  was  the  equivalent  to  a  rising  trout 
in  those  days  I  speak  of,  or  casting  over  one  with 
a  dry  fly.   (Laughter.)    I  say  you  cannot  imagine 
anything  of  the  sort.    But  gentlemen  there  is  an 
opposite  side  to  our  pastime.   Those  toilers  of  the 
deep  can  tell  you  something  about  it.    The  men 
who  get  their  living  amidst  the  storm  .and  battle 
of  the  waves ;  and  their  wives,  too,  can  tell  you 
something  of  it.    Kingsley  has  told  you  what 
they  do  in  his  song  of  the  true  fisherman  ;  of  the 
women  sitting  in  the  lighthouse  tower,  weeping 
and  wringing  their  hands  for  the  men  who  would 
never  come  back  to  the  town ;  and,  in  addition  to 
that,  there  is  the  cry  which  is  so  well  known  in 
Scottish  towns,  "  Caller  herrin',"  and  there  is  the 
echo  from   many  a   sorrowful   heart,   "  Caller 
herrin'  "  kill  the  lives  of  men  !  But  you,  although 
you  cultivate  the  art  of  sea  fishing,  and  have  a 
vessel  of  your  own,  in  which  you  may  sail  far  out 
into  the  deep,  do  not  take  quite  this  heroic  line. 
You  do  your  sea  fishing  in  a  more  luxurious  way, 
and  I  quite  sympathise  with  you.  (Laughter.) 
I  do  not  propose  to  go  and  do  a  bit  of  sea  fishing 
myself  on  account  of  an  unfortunate  experience  in 
my  early  life.    I  lived  for  years  with  a  fond  love 
of  the  deep  blue  sea — the  clear,  the  fresh,  the  ever 
free — and  so  long  as  I  remained  on  shore  that 
love  remained  deep  and  firm.    But  in  an  evil 
moment  I  chartered  a  boat,  likewise  a  boatman, 
and  I  also  purchased  a  mackerel,  for  which  I  paid 
6d.    I  cut  this  latter  into  strips,  for  the  purpose 
of  baiting  our  hooks,  and  we  sailed  out  into  the 
mighty  deep — but  not,  let  me  say  until  the  sun 
had  gone  down,  for  it  was  a  very  hot  day.  The 
motion  of  the  boat  was  extremely  soothing  at  first. 
Sport,  however,  was  not  fast  and  furious  by  any 
means.    Indeed  I  do  not  remember  that  I  caught 
anything  myself,  and  I  believe  that  the  boatman 
only  occasionally  caught  a  crab  with  his  oars. 
(Laughter.)    But  suddenly  the  motion  of  the 
boat   became   anything    but   soothing,    and  I 
i-emember  that  an  intense  longing  came  over  me 
to  see  my  native  land  once  more  before  I  died. 
(Loud  laughter.)    I  begged  the  boatman  by  all 
that  he  held  most  dear  to  take  me  back  to  my 
home  and  to  see  me  properly  buried.  (Roars 
of  laughter.)     Whether  it  was  my  persuasive 
tones,  or  the  expression  on  my  face,  or  whatnot,  I 
never  saw  a  man  put  his  oars  into  the  rowlocks 
with  such  remarkable  alacrity,  and  return  to  land 
as  that  boatman  did.  (Laughter.)   Immediately  I 
got  on  shore  I  put  my  hand  into  my  pocket  and 
gave  him  untold  gold — or  it  might  have  been 
coppers.    (Laughter.)    All  my  previous  profound 
contempt  for  folk  who  talked  about  sea  sickness 
had  vanished,  and  I  never  trust  myself  to  that 
treacherous  mainagain,except  ina  larger  boat  than 
that  which   you  use  for   sea  fishing  purposes 
There  is  another  side  to  your  society.    You  have 
\ery  pleasant  weekly  meetings.   Your  discussions 
iue  upon  various  subjects,  from  fishing  with  the 
dry-fly  up  to  "Photography  in  Its  Relation  to 
Art,"  which  I  see  is  the  title  of  one  of  your 
;ipproaching  papers.     You  do   not   keep  your 
people  idle.   You  give  them  the  chance  of  reason- 
able recreation  in  the  open  air,  and  you  furnish 
t':em  with  innocent  amusement  in  your  weekly 
githerings,  with  the  opportunity  of  improving 
their  minds.    Your  society,  too,  I  am  told,  is  in  a 
veiy  flourishing  condition,  financially  speaking. 
I  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  your  energetic 
secretary  is  doing  his  best  to  add  to  the  number 
of  waters  which  you  can  fish.    (Hear,  hear.)  You 


have  some,  I  hear,  at  Kelvedon.  I  know  you 
have  another  fishei-y  at  Chesham,  because  I  made 
an  inspection  of  that  part  of  country  shortly  after 
I  joined  your  society,  and  I  hope  to  renew  my 
acquaintance  with  it  on  future  occasions.  In 
short,  you  are  in  a  very  happy  position  altogether, 
and  I  may  venture  to  add  that  you  give  all  these 
boons  to  your  members  for  an  extremely  moderate 
fee.  (Hear,  bear  )  Undoubtedly  you  are  wise  in 
so  doing,  because  you  do  not  wish  to  confine  your 
operations — you  do  not  wish  to  limit  the  benefits 
of  recreation  to  the  angler  who  is  well  off  in  this 
world's  goods.  One  of  the  great  advantages  of 
our  sport  is  that  the  working  man  has  an 
opportunity  of  getting  a  few  hours  in  the  open 
air,  and  possibly  the  pleasure  of  catching  and  carry- 
ing home  with  him  some  fish  of  fairly  good  size, 
The  latter  is  a  point  I  should  like  io  emphasise, 
namely,  that  you  do  not  pay  or  reward  your 
successful  competitors  according  to  weight, 
reckoning  the  number  of  fish  also,  so  that  any 
wretched  little  scrap  may  go  into  the  basket,  but 
that  you  give  prizes  for  specimens  only 
(Applause.)  Gentlemen,  I  ask  you  to  drink 
success — well-deserved  success — and  prosperity  to 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society.  (Loud  applause. 

Mr.  G.  Girling  replied.  He  warmly  thanked 
Sir  George  on  behalf  of  the  society  for  the  kindly 
and  courteous  manner  in  which  he  had  proposed 
the  toast.  He  (the  speaker)  did  not  intend  to 
follow  their  worthy  chairman  into  the  ethics  of 
fishing.  Suflicient  was  it  to  say  that  their  own 
dictum  was  that  they  were  fishermen  because  they 
liked  it.    If,  however,  there  was  nothing  heroic 
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with  regard  to  fishing,  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
as  far  as  the  Gresham  was  concerned,  there  was 
nothing  sordid  in  their  dealings.    If  any  body  of 
anglers  took  a  noble  view  of  the  sport  the 
members  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  did. 
(Applause).    As  a  private  member  he  would  like 
to  state  how  deeply  indebted  he  felt  to  the  enter- 
prise that  had  been  shown  by  the  society  in 
providing  for  the  wants  of  the  average  members. 
(Applause).    There  might  be  fortunate  members 
who  had  access  to  private  waters,  but  not  all  were 
such  fortunate  individuals ;  it  was  very  much  to 
the  credit  of  the  management  that  so  much  had 
been  done  to  secure  proper  fishing  for  the  general 
use  of  the  members ;  and  the  best  thanks  of  all 
were  due  to  those  who  had  initiated  the  move- 
ment.    (Applause).     The  other   night   he  an- 
nounced his  intention  of  going  to  the  Aquarium, 
and    being    a    very    serious,    if   not,  indeed, 
a    sober    man,    he    was    astonished   to  find 
that     this     statement     was     received  vrith 
laughter.    He  did  not  know  why.    But  fired  by 
the  example  set  him  by  the  Gresham,  he  went 
there  to  buy  a  fly  rod,  knowing  that  they  had 
now  got  some  trout  water.     He  became  the 
possessor  of  a  virgin  rod,  with  which  he  hoped  to 
be  able  sooner  or  later,  thanks  to  the  society,  to 
catch  some  trout  at  Chesham.    The  chairman 
had  made  out,  perhaps  unintentionally,  that 
angling  was  followed  by  men  of  exhausted  brains, 
or  bodies,  or  both ;  but  he  (the  speaker)  did  not 
think  that  this  was  borne  out  by  the  facts  of  the 
case.    When  they  considered  the  number  of  dis- 
tinguished men  well  in  the  fore  front  of  every- 


thing— in  politics  and  other  things — they  might 
truly  say  that  angling  was  not  pursued  by  a  poor 
worn  out  man  only,  but  by  the  very  best  men  in 
the  country.  (Applause.)  Even  soldiers  were 
not  above  going  in  for  the  piscatorial  art  actually 
in  war  time.  He  had  heard  some  charming 
stories  told  him  by  old  soldiers  who  had  been  in 
the  Crimea  who  managed  to  catch  perch  with 
pieces  of  salt  pork  !  He  had  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  if  J ulius  Caesar  had  occasionally  gone 
a-fishing  he  would  have  become  so  good  a  fellow 
that  he  would  not  have  been  killed  in  the  way  he 
afterwards  was.  The  Chairman,  too,  had  quoted 
Queen  Elizabeth,  referring  to  the  pleasure  of 
speeches  when  they  had  got  over  them.  He  (the 
speaker)  was  inclined  to  say  ditto  to  Queen 
Elizabeth — (laughter) — but  he  must  make  this 
remark,  there  was  one  fly  which  ought  to  be  very 
popular  in  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  and 
that  was  the  March  Brown — {laughter) — and  he 
hoped  the  ofiicers  would  take  good  care  that 
their  worthy  Chairman  was  not  a  "  dry '' 
fly.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  His  able  and 
splendid  speech  could,  by  no  stretch  of 
imagination,  be  called  a  dry  one.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  (the  speaker)  rejoiced  at  the  continued 
prosperity  of  the  Gresham.  They  had  had 
difiiculties  to  contend  with,  but  he  was  glad  to 
notice  the  good  spirit  of  camaraderie  which 
always  graced  the  society,  and  he  was  gratified 
also  to  see  that  they  were  on  the  road  to  still 
greater  success.  He  hoped  that  would  long 
continue,  and  personally  he  was  glad  to  welcome 
the  infusion  of  young  blood  into  their  ranks.  He 
was  not  afraid  of  this,  and  trusted  and  believed 
that  the  older  members  would  be  treated  with 
that  consideration  which  their  old  .^nd  past 
services  so  fully  entitled  them  to.  (Applause.) 
He  concluded  by  expressing  the  heartfelt  wish 
that  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  might  long 
flourish.  (Applause.) 

Dr.  Ladell  gave  ••The  Committee  and  Officers 
of  the  Society."    He  said  that  without  these 
officers  the  society  would  be  lost,  like  an  army 
minus  its  leaders.     To  their  committee  and 
officers  they  owed  the  position  the  society  now 
held — a  position  second  to  none.    The  motto  of 
their  officers  and  committee  was  "  Each  for  All." 
Everyone  sank  his  own  individual  wishes,  and 
desires  for  the  good  of  the  society.    They  found 
that  exemplified  in  their  officers  and  committee  ; 
but  all  the  same  they  must  not  consider  the 
present  status  of  the  society  as  being  entirely  due 
to  their  own  work.    The  past  officers  had  very 
much  to  do  with  bringing  the  Gresham  up  to  the 
high  standard  it  had  reached  at  the  present  time. 
Among  the  past   members  he  was    sorry  to 
mention    the    name   of  their  old  friend  Mr. 
Parker.    (Applause.)     Ever    since  the  society 
was  founded    he    had    belonged    to    it,  and 
for  nine  yeirs  had  been  its    treasurer.  No 
one  could  do  the  work  more  conscientiously,  moreu 
energetically,  and  more  exactly  than  Mr.  Parker 
had  done  it,  and  all  regretted  his  retirement. 
(Hear,  hear.)    But  in  a  society  like  theirs,  "  men 
may  come  and  men  may  go,  but  the  Gresham 
goes  on  for  ever,"  and  the  resignation  of  one 
member  necessitated  a  successor  being  appointed. 
In  Mr.  Marshall  they  had  a  man  who  was  worthy 
to  follow  the  good  example  set  by  Mr.  Parker. 
(Applause.)     They  knew  that  as  a  member  of 
the  committee  he  had  been  a  most  valuable  and 
painstaking  man,  and  he  would  no  doubt  fill  with 
satisfaction  his  fresh  office.    (Hear,  hear.)  Mr. 
Clemence,  as   assistant- secretary,  had  likewise 
worked  hard,  and  regret  was  expressed  at  his 
being  obliged  to  relinquish  the  post.    Among  the 
present  officials  they  had  Mr.  Norman,  who  was 
as  "  good  as  gold."     To  him  they  owed  the 
the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  library.  Then 
their  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Alex.  Wright,  was  a 
most  able  and  competent  man,  and  was  willing  to 
give  his  time  and  money  for  the  benefit  of  the 
society,  and  that  gratuitously.    The  taking  of 
their  new  waters  at  Chesham  had  bsen  accom- 
plished, in  a  gieat  measm-e,  through  the  trouble 
taken  by  their  good  friend,  Mr.  Mark  Davies ;  and 
the  fact  of  their  hon.  secretary  foregoing  his 
salary  had  enabled  them  to  realise  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  rent  the  fishery.  (Applause.) 
Everyone  ought,  therefore,  to  be  most  grateful  to 
Mr.  Alex.  Wright  for  thus  enabling  the  Gresham 
Society  to  secure  the  fine  piece  of  water  at 
Chesham  before  alluded  to.  Then  there  was  their 
curator,  Mr.  J,  B.  Close,  and  the  committee 
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genei-ally,  all  of  whom  were  hard  workers,  and 
good,  true  men,  following  up  the  golden  rule, 

Each  for  All."  If  all  continued  to  do  their  duty 
in  the  future  as  well  as  they  had  done  it  in  the 
past,  they  would  soon  have  a  society  excelled  by 
none.  (Applause,) 

Mr.  J.  P.  CoNNELLAN  and  Mr.  Mark  Davies 
responded  in  suitable  terms. 

The  presentation  of  prizes  won  during  the  past 
season  was  then  made.  Mr.  E.  J.  Chambers 
carried  off  Dr.  Brunton's  challenge  cup  for  the 
greatest  number  of  specimen  fish.  Mr.  A.  Wright 
(hon.  sec.)  took  the  society's  challenge  cup,  but 
the  challenge  shield  was  not  awarded.  The 
following  members  had.  silver  medals  for  speci- 
men fish  (fresh  and  salt) :  Messrs.  Ellis,  Vale, 
Barton,  Hesse,  Beamont,  Chambers,  and  Dr. 
Brunton. 

Mr.  J.  Tatler  gave  "The  Preservation  and 
Angling  Societies."  He  referred  to  the  work 
accomplished  for  the  good  of  anglers  by  the 
T.A.P.S.  since  its  formation ;  to  the  labours  of 
the  Anglers'  Association,  with  its  4000  members 
in  the  way,  amongst  other  things,  of  obtaining 
waters  and  cheap  railway  fares  for  bona  fide 
fishermen ;  to  the  Central  Association,  with 
objects  similar  to  the  last  named  society ;  and  to 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

Mr.  Gate,  secretary  to  the  Caxtonians,  replied, 
urging  that  there  was  a  large  field  for  the 
preservation  and  angling  societies,  and  an 
enormous  amount  of  work  still  undone  through 
lack  of  funds.  It  rested  solely  with  anglers  to 
help  them,  and  if  every  club  would  assist  them  in 
the  same  way  as  the  Gresham  had  done,  they  would 
be  able  to  show  better  results  in  the  future. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Close  proposed  the  "  Visitors,"  Mr. 
CoRDER  replying. 

Mr.  Gr.  J.  Chatterton  was  asked  to  say  a  few 
words  to  the  company.  He  expressed  the  pleasure 
it  had  given  him  to  be  with  them  that  evening,  and 
to  hear  the  able  speech  of  Sir  "  March  Brown,"  as 
he  supposed  he  should  now  call  their  chairman. 
(Laughter.)  Only  a  short  time  ago  he  (the 
speaker)  was  presiding  over  the  annual  banquet 
of  another  society— the  Piscatorial  Society.  Now 
he  appeared  as  a  guest,  and  very  highly  did  he 
appreciate  the  privilege  of  being  one  of  the 
visitors  to  the  Gresham  dinner.  The  piscatorial 
society  to  which  he  belonged,  rigidly  excluded 
from  discussion,  mention,  or  even  allusion  to,  any 
matter  connected  with  politics  or  religion;  but, 
nevertheless,  he  was  going  to  break  the  rule,  being 
no  longer  under  his  own  society,  and  say,  that  if 
he  were  asked,  as  a  stranger,  what  was  the 
estabhshed  religion  of  the  members  of  the 
Gresham,  he  would  reply  that  it  was  hospitality. 
(Applause.)  He  had  listened  to  the  admirable 
speeches,  and  the  very  excellent  music  which  had 
been  provided  for  their  instruction  and  entertain- 
ment, with  great  pleasure.  There  was  a  picture 
before  him,  on  the  wall,  intended  to  represent 
Diogenes  in  his  tub,  and  Alexander  the  Great 
eomuig  to  meet  him,  and  Alexander  said,  attheend 
of  the  interview :  "  Were  I  not  Alexander  the 
Great,  I  would  be  Diogenes."  All  he  (the  speaker) 
had  to  say  was  that,  were  he  not  a  member  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  he  would  certainly  be  a 
Greshamite,  for  they  must  all  remember  that 
Diogenes  was  looking  for  an  honest  man. 

Mr.  W.  Marshall  gave  "  The  Press "  to 
^vhich  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews 
responded. 

Mr.  E.  Heiron,  in  an  admirable  speech,  gave 
the  toast  of  the  "  Chairman,"  which  was  received 
with  three  times  three. 

Sir  George  Brown,  in  responding,  said  that 
when  he  came  to  the  dinner,  he  quite  had  the  idea 
that,  quoting  the  words  of  an  old  song,  "  they  were 
a  solemn  lot  "—(laughter)— and  that  they  told  the 
truth  in  everything  that  they  said,  notwithstanding 
all  he  had  heard  about  fish  stories.  But  they  had 
had  a  curious  tale  from  Mr.  Howard.  He  (the 
speaker)  took  good  care  before  he  spoke  to  scan 
the  programme  in  order  to  see  that  there  was  no 
such  song  down  after  his  toast  as  "  Strike  the 
lyre."  He  did  not  see  that  song,  but  he  never 
knew  whether  an  alteration  might  not  be  made  in 
the  programme  at  the  lost  moment,  and  that  they 
might  listen  to  the  dulcet  strains  of  the  song 
mentioned.  So  he  confined  himself  to  the  strict 
truth  in  all  the  remarks  he  had  made.  Now 
however,  he  did  not  care  a  jot.  They  could  sing 
"  Strike"  the  lyre  "  if  they  chose,  becaiise  he  would 
know  perfectly  well  that  they  did  not  mean  him. 


(Laughter.)  He  would  long  remember  the  very 
kind  reception  he  had  been  accorded  by  his 
brother  members  and  visitors  at  the  dinner  that 
evening.  (Applause.) 

_  At  intervals  between  the  toasts  a  capital  selec- 
tion of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  con- 
tributed by  Messrs.  Pelham  Wilkes,  W.  Wheeler, 
A.  S.  Halfpenny,  and  W.  Syckelmoore. 

A  word  of  praise  should  be  added  to  the  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  Alex.  Wright,  and  the  entertainment 
committee  generally,  who  are  to  be  highly  con- 
gratulated upon  the  success  which  unquestionably 
attended  the  dinner  and  the  various  arrangements 
connected  therewith ;  also  to  the  caterer  for  the 
really  excellent  repast  he  had  provided. 


MAY  FLY  LARV^. 


On  Sunday,  March  6,  when  out  with  a  friend 
on  the  Rib,  in  Hertfordshire,  and  talking  about 
the  May  Fly,  I  said  that  the  larva,  or  creeper,  was 
probably  on  the  feed  on  the  bottom.  My  friend 
stooped  down,  took  a  handful  of  mud  and  gravel 
from  a  shallow,  and  a  fine  fat  May  Fly  larva  was 
flopping  about  in  it.  Another  handful  produced 
a  similar  result.  R.  B.  M. 


WINDERMERE. 


Our  illustration  is  from  a  water-colour  sketch, 
made  on  a  fine  May  moraing,  and  shows  the  view 
looking  towards  the  Waterhead. 

What  a  pity  it  is  that  if  you  turn  to  the 
"Angler's  Diary"  to  see  what  fishing  there  is 


j  NOTES  FROM 

;  KIRKBRIDE'S  NORTHERN  ANGLER, 
]        OR  FLY  FISHER'S  COMPANION.* 
[Continued  from  page  204  ) 

The  Little  Iron-Blue  F/y.  —  This  fly  comes 
on  about  the  latter  end  of  May  and  continues 
through  June  to  July.  It  will  kill  during  the 
whole  season,  especially  on  dark,  cloudy  days.  I 
make  the  body  of  water  rat's  fur  mixed  with  a 
little  purple  mohaii-,  and  rib  it  with  fine  pale 
yellow  silk.  Two  strands  of  a  dark  blue  cock's 
hackle  will  represent  the  forked  tail,  and  a  slate 
or  dark  blue  cock's  hackle  the  legs.    The  wings 

i  may  be  formed  of  a  portion  of  the  quill  feather 
from  the  wing  of  a  jack  snipe.  In  making  it  as 
a  spider  or  hackle  I  use  a  feather  from  the  inside 
of  the  wing  of  a  jack  snipe,  with  a  body  such  as 
before  described.    Hook,  No.  9. 

The  Oak  or  Down  Hill  Fly.— This  fly  is  to  be 
seen  about  the  beginning  of  June.  I  make  the 
body  of  the  dark  fur  of  the  hare's  ear  mi.xed  with 
a  little  grey  cat's  fur,  and  put  on  a  black  grizzled 
hackle  under  the  wings.  I  form  the  wings  of  a 
feather  from  the  partridge  wing.  It  must  be  tied 

I  with  purple  waxed  silk.    Hook,  No.  7. 

i  The  Wrens  Tail— This  is  an  excellent  summer 
fly.    The  body,  if  the  water  be  somewhat  black, 

j  ought  to  be  of  light  orange  Mohair,  tipt  at  the 
tail  with  a  little  gold  wire  or  tinsel ;  or,  for  clear 
water,  a  dusky  olive  body,  tipt  as  above,  suits 
extremely  well ;  a  feather  from  the  wren's  tail 
must  be  put  round  the  head  as  a  hackle.  Hook. 
No.  8  or  9. 


■WlffDERMERE,   VIEW   LOOKING   lOWARD.S   THE  WaTERHEAD. 


on  this  lovely  lake,  all  you  find  is  "Pike,  perch, 
and  a  few  large  trout."  It  seems  to  us  that  our 
lovely  English  lakes  ought  to  afford  the  best  of 
trout  fishing,  instead  of  "pike,  perch,  and  a  few 
trout." 


PROFESSIONS  FOR  BOYS,  AND 
HOW  TO   ENTER  THEM. 


This  is  the  title  of  a  very  useful  little  book,  by 
M.  L.  Pechell,  which  hp.s  just  been  published  at 
half  a  crown  by  Messrs.  Beeton  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
10  and  11,  Fetter-lane,  London.  It  has  a  preface 
by  the  Head  Master  of  Han-ow  School,  who  says  : 
"  I  do  not  know  if  the  information  is  always 
accurate  and  complete,  but  I  am  safe  in  saying  it 
will  be  highly  valuable  to  those  whose  office  it  is 
to  guide  the  choice  of  the  young."  We  may 
safely  say  the  same. 


The  Newsvendors'  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
vident Institution. — Mr.  Cecil  B.  Harmsworth, 
of  the  Daily  Mail,  is  to  preside  at  the  annual 
festival  of  this  excellent  society,  which  will  be  held 
at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednesday,  May  11.  A  large 
number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  newspaper  press  have  signified  their  intention 
to  support  Mr.  Harmsworth  in  his  endeavour  to 
help  an  institution  of  which  Charles  Dickens  was 
president  for  many  years.  Under  such  a  popular 
chairman  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  success  of  the 
affair. 


The  Hardhorn  Fly.— This  fly  frequents  the 
hawthorn  bushes,  and  is  only  to  be  seen  on  warm, 
gloomy  days.  It  has  a  glossy  black  body,  and 
tine  blue  wings.  The  body  may  be  made  of  black 
horsehair,  laid  on  flat  in  the  ribbed  way ;  or,  of 
the  fur  from  a  black  hat,  with  a  tine  jet  black 
hackle  under  the  wings.  A  widgeon's  or  jay's 
wing  feather  answers  very  well  for  the  wings. 
Hook,  No.  7. 

Tltc  Base  Beetle. — On  the  borders  of  Cumber- 
land and  Northumberland  this  fly  is  an  excellent 
killer,  in  most  of  the  rivers,  in  the  months  of  June 
and  July.  Make  the  body  very  full  with  a 
copper-coloui-ed  peacock  harle,  and  put  on  a  black 
hackle  below  the  wings  for  legs  ;  the  wings  must 
be  taken  from  the  green  side  feather  of  the 
peacock's  tail,  and  must  be  short,  full,  and  laid 
flat  on  the  back.    Hook,  No.  8  or  9. 

The  Light  and  Dark  Red  Spinners. — These  flies 
are  but  little  known  here.  Tliey  appear  about  the 
latter  end  of  June.  The  forked  tail  of  the  Dark 
Spinner  may  consist  of  two  strands  of  a  red  cock's 
hackle :  the  body  may  be  of  brick-dust  coloured 
mohair,  thinly  dubbed  and  ribbed  with  fine  gold 
thread ;  put  on  a  red  cock's  hackle  for  legs  and 
a  brown  mottled  mallard's  feather  for  wings. 
Tbis  fly  kills  well  in  some  parts  of  Scotland. 
Hook,  No.  6,  7,  or  8. 

*  Kirkbride  was  a  fishing  tackle  maker  and  practical 
angler.  Hia  book  is  based  on  Best's  work,  with  additiono 
and  improvements,  and  the  dressings  of  flies  given  are  as 
a  rule  excellent — infinitely  better  than  many  of  the 
modern  stock  "  shop  patterns. "-r-R,  B.  M. 
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The  Light  Red  Spinnei:— This  fly  must  have  a 
body  of  light  orange  mohair,  ribbed  with  fine 
gold  thread,  with  a  ginger  hackle  for  legs,  and 
■wings  from  the  starling's  quill  feather.  It  must 
also  have  a  forked  tail.    Hook,  No.  7  or  8. 

I*/ic  Green  Bank  Fhj. — This  fly  is  sometimes 
used  in  the  summer  evenings.  The  body  must 
be  of  grass-green  raw  dlk,  with  a  ginger  hackle 
put  on  below  the  wings  for  legs ;  let  the  wings  be 
of  the  lightest  part  of  the  starling's  quill  feather. 
Hook,  No.  9. 

The  Smctll  Blue  Gnai— This  is  also  used  as  a 
summer  evening  fly.  Make  the  body  of  water 
rat's  fur,  mixed  with  a  little  yellow  mohair ;  put 
on  the  tail  feather  of  the  small  blue  titmouse 
round  the  head  for  the  hackle.    Hook,  No.  10. 

The  Pale  or  Skij-BIue  Gnat. — This  is  another 
summer  evening  fly ;  it  must  have  a  forked  tail ; 
the  body  must  be  of  pale  blue  rabbit's  fur,  mixed 
with  a  little  straw-colom-ed  mohair;  pick  out  a 
fine  sky-blue  feather  from  the  outside  of  the  sea- 
swallow's  wing,  for  the  gnat's  wings.  Hook, 
No.  10. 

The  White  Gnat. — This  is  altogether  an  even- 
ing fly,  and  appears  in  July  and  August.  It  is 
very  small,  and  has  a  forked  tail.  The  body  is  of 
French  white,  with  a  grizzled  hackle  under  the 
wings  for  legs  ;  the  wings  must  be  of  a  very  pale 
colour,  nearly  white.  To  make  it  in  the  spider 
way,  select  a  very  fine  feather  from  the  inside  of 
the  wing  of  the  dotterel,  or  golden  plover.  Hook, 
No.  10. 

The  Broivn  Fern  Fly. — This  fly  is  sometimes 
used  in  June  and  July.  The  body  is  of  light 
orange  raw  silk ;  a  little  of  the  fur  from  the 
hare's  neck  is  put  on  under  the  butt  of  the  wings, 
with  a  ginger  hackle  over  it  for  legs  ;  the  wings 
are  of  a  feather  from  the  outside  of  the  wood- 
cock's wing.    Hook,  No.  7  or  8. 

The  Small  Brown  Dun  Fly.— This  fly  kills 
well  in  July  and  Augiist.  The  body  is  made  of 
red  squirrel's  fur,  mixed  with  a  little  yellow 
mohair,  thinly  dubbed,  and  a  pale  ginger  hackle 
must  be  put  on  under  the  wings.  Let  the  wings 
be  of  a  starling's  quill  feather  of  a  pale  colour. 
Or  it  may  be  made  with  a  yellow  raw  silk  body, 
a  ginger  hackle  run  down  all  the  way,  with  wings 
the  same  as  those  of  that  described  above,  and  a 
turn  of  gold  tinsel  roimd  the  head.  This  last 
answers  well  when  the  rivers  are  clearing.  Hook, 
No.  8  or  9. 

Purple  Bodied  Plover. — This  fly  sometimes  kills 
in  some  of  our  rivers  on  a  summer  evening,  when 
the  water  is  clear.  Let  the  body  be  of  purple  silk 
or  mohair,  and  the  hackle  of  a  fine  feather  from 
the  golden  plover's  back.    Hook,  No.  9. 

The  S^nall  Coclc-Tail  Flies. — There  are  several 
sorts  of  these  flies.  The  wings  are  taken  from 
the  bunting  lark,  or  starling's  wing.  The  bodies 
may  be  made  of  the  dark  fur  from  the  hare's  ear, 
ribbed  with  yellow  silk,  or  the  fur  from  the  hare's 
neck,  of  a  yellow  shade,  mixed  with  gold-coloured 
mohair,  and  ribbed  with  gold-coloured  silk ;  or  of 
the  fur  from  the  hare's  neck,  mixed  with  very 
pale  olive-green  mohair,  and  ribbed  with  yellow 
silk.  The  bodies  of  these  flies  must  be  thin  and 
well  tapered,  and  furnished  with  a  forked  tail  of 
two  strands  of  a  dun  cock's  hackle.  Hook,  No.  9 
or  10.  The  cocTi-tails  kill  very  well  in  the 
evenings  of  June  and  J  aly. 

The  Red  Ant  Fly.— In  the  months  of  July 
and  August  this  fly  makes  its  appearance ;  there 
are,  indeed,  two  sorts,  the  larger  and  the  smaller. 
The  larger  one  comes  on  in  July,  in  very  hot 
weather ;  the  smaller  one  in  August.  The  small 
one  is  the  better  killer.  The  bodies  of  these  flies 
ought  to  be  of  light  orange  waxed  silk,  and  three 
turns  of  copper-coloured  peacock  harle  at  the 
tail ;  put  on  a  ginger  hackle  for  legs ;  the  wings 
must  be  of  the  light  part  of  the  starling's  wing 
feather.    Hook,  No.  8  or  10. 

{To  be  continued.) 


A  NEW  NOVEL  BY  JOHN 
BICKEKDYKB. 


In  many  respects  we  like  John  Bickerdyke's 
latest  novel  better  than  anything  he  has  done. 
The  title,  "  Her  Wild  Oats,"  is  not  a  happy  one, 
and  not  at  all  in  keeping  with  the  character  of 
the  heroine,  charming  Belle  Beresford,  by  far  the 
best  creation  in  the  way  of  characters  that  Mr. 
Bickerdyke  has  given  us.  For  the  hero  of  the 
story,  Christopher  Forrest,  we  do  not  much  care. 


He  does  not  treat  Belle,  who  is  far  too  good  for 
him,  very  well;  and  we  feel  no  pity  for  him  when 
she  dies.  The  author  calls  his  book  "  A  Summer 
Idyll  of  the  Thames,"  and  brings  in  a  little 
Thames  fishing.  We  recommend  our  readers  to 
put  "Her  Wild  Oats"  on  their  list  of  books 
wanted  from  their  libraay.  It  is  vei-y  nicely  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  M'Thomas  Burleigh,  of  370,  Oxford- 
street. 


PAPER  ON  THE  RAINBOW  TROUT. 


The  subject  of  Mr.  Wm.  Senior's  paper  to  be 
read  at  the  Piscatorial  Society's  meeting  on 
Monday  night  is  "  The  Rainbow  Trout  in  British 
waters  ;  a  short  statement  of  facts.'' 


THE  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 

We  hope  next  week  to  give  some  illustrations 
of  a  few  of  the  novelties  shown  at  the  Fishing 
Tackle  Exhibition  at  the  Aquarium. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


River  Reporters  ivho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Vlsmt'lQ 
Gazette,  St.  Bunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Eemarks.— There  are, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  no  records  to  give  from  the  different 
fishing  stations  on  the  river  this  week,  and,  therefore, 
what  I  have  got  to  say  will  have  to  come  under  this  head- 
ing. I  have,  however,  much  pleasure  in  saying  the 
anglers  have  every  reason  to  feel  interested  in  what  can 
be  said  in  regard  to  the  future,  not  only  ia  reference  to 
the  magnificent  contribution  of  fish  from  the  Hampton 
Eeservoir,  which  was  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last 
week,  and  to  which  I  have  only  to  add  that  Kiohard 
Pearce,  who  did  the  netting,  told  me  at  the  he  jpers'  dinner 
last  Friday  that  three  of  the  hauls  were  the  largest  he  had 
ever  seen,  with  the  exception  of  one  in  April,  1896,  at  the 
Chelsea  Waterworks.  And  now,  as  regards  the  future,  I 
have  to  say  something  about  the  dace,  which  for  tha  last 
few  weeks  have  been  heading  up  from  Teddington,  and  I 
cinnot  do  better  than  quote  the  opinion  of  my  old  friend, 
Joseph  Baldwin,  the  oldest  fisherman  at  Teddington,  who 
fays  "  he  has  never  seen  so  many  before,"  and  this 
cpioion  has  been  endorsed  by  other  veteran  fishermen. 
When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meetin?  Mr.  Walters,  the 
recently  appointed  bck  keeper  at  Teddington,  at  the 
keepers'  dmner,  and  who  was  formerly  employed  as 
a  river  keeper  under  the  Thames  Conservancy,  he 
told  me  what  a  splendil  sight  it  was  to  see  the 
lock  itself  full  of  fish,  making  their  progress  upward. 
As  far  as  care  and  attention  is  concerned,  the  valuable 
head  river  keeper,  William  Douglas,  has  done  all  he 
possibly  could,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  W.  McBride,  at 
Teddington  they  have  fillsd  all  the  holes  up  at  the  apron 
of  the  weir  with  flint  stones  and  cement,  as  they  found  the 
fish  got  in  ttetn  and  could  not  get  out  again,  and  thsy 
found  about  four  dozen  dead  ones  in  the  holes.  All 
anxiety  regarding  the  dace  is  now  over,  as  it  was  expected 
they  would  be  all  over  the  weir  on  Wednesday.  Well  may 
one  exclaim,  what  would  the  river  be  without  preservation 
and  protection  ?  And  how  is  it  the  anglers  do  not  support 
the  society  which  dce3  it?  The  next  cause  for  anxiety 
will  be  the  spawning  of  the  perch,  and  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  with  some  milder  weather  in  another  week,  some- 
thing will  be  heard  of  their  movements,  and  care  and 
attention  will  be  given  to  them  by  those  who  have  got  the 
work  to  do.  In  another  week  the  trout  fishers  will  enjoy 
the  monoply  of  the  river,  and  the  weather  suiting,  it  is 
hopad  they  will  find  something  to  do.  Held  river  keeper 
W.  Douglas  reports,  in  his  visit  between  Staines  and 
Teddington,  he  has  seen  seveial  trout  on  the  move,  and  at 
the  former  the  energetic  Charles  Hone  says  he  has  spotted 
some  good  ones,  and  hopes  to  have  an  early  capture.  At 
Shepperton,  Herbert  Curr  says:  "Our  weits  are  full  of 
trout,  and  I  shall  be  after  them  on  April  1,  when  I  hope 
to  send  you  a  report  of  some  captures."  William 
MUbourne  says  :  "  We  have  a  good  show  of  trout  bets-een 
Hatcpton  Court  and  Thames  Ditton."  And  from  other 
correspondents  I  have  the  assurance  of  very  good 
prospects.— B.  ,  .  s 

 (Lechlade,  liast  Gioucestersnire.)— There  is 

a  very  good  head  of  water  in  the  St.  John's  Bridge  length, 
and  careful  and  skilfal  t  -out  fishers  should  have  sport  in 
the  deep  pools  near  the  bridge,  and  also  in  the  Buscot  and 
Hart's  weir  reaches.  I  hear  that  some  good  ones  are 
about,  and  a  silvery  bleak  or  small  dace  should  kill  some 
good  ones.  A  little  later  on  a  Ked  Soldier  Palmer  fly, 
with  geld  ribs,  and  a  lirge  Red  Spinner  or  Red  Buzzer, 
sunk  down  under  the  water,  frequently  kills  well.  Several 
were  tiken  in  this  way  last  season.  We  are  glad  to  hear 
of  the  capture  of  the  big  otter  which  has  been  doing  so 
much  damage  to  tha  harbal  during  the  winter  months. 
He  was  trapped  near  Bibury.  Weather  milder  and  more 
springlike. — B  AMBLER. 

 (Windsor  District). — The  Thames  trout  season, 

which  cpjns  on  the  1st  prox  ,  should  be  quite  equal  to 
pist  seasons.  Several  good  fish  have  been  seen  on  the 
move,  notably  that  specimen  at  Boveney  Weir,  which  is 


likely  to  have  a  chequered  career  the  next  week  or  two,  as 
several  have  expressed  intentions  of  trying  this  champion 
smasher.  From  the  Surly  Hall  Hotel  lawn  several  have 
been  noticed  before  this  cold  wind  came,  which  looks  like 
staying  for  a  day  or  two.  At  time  of  writing  it  is  cold, 
wet,  and  rough  ;  and  a  sign  of  rough  weather  we  s  a  gale  1 
noticed  flying  up  river  this  morning.  Yesterday  the 
bleak  were  on  the  top,  owing  to  a  mild  morning  and 
sunny.  As  scon  as  (hey  appear,  trout  generally  gat  oa 
th3  move.  The  remains  of  a  good  eize  jack  have  been 
found  near  Surly  Hall,  left  from  an  otter's  repast. — B.  R. 
Bambridqe. 

Alaw  (Anglesey).— Some  very  good  sport  has  been 
obtained  with  brown  and  white  trout.  Mr.  Bird  and  son- 
in-law,  in  a  week,  took  eighty;  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead, 
in  three  afternoons'  fishing,  fifty-eight ;  and  the  famous 
.one-armed  angler,  with  a  fly,  one  day  took  thirty-eight. 
River  at  pressnt  low. — W.  H. 

Axun  (Pulborough).— On  Monday  last  Mr.  G.  Float 
found  a  large  pike  floating  near  Stopham  Bridge,  and,  on 
landing  it,  took  it  to  the  Swan  Hotel,  Pulborough,  and 
sent  for  me.  In  the  presence  of  others  it  was  weighed, 
and  measured  as  follows  :  Weight,  251b.  2oz. ;  length, 
44|in. ;  girth,  2(lln.  bare.  After  having  the  fish  photo- 
graphed, I  sent  it  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  the  secretary 
of  the  Central  Association.  It  had  evidently  been  hooked 
on  more  than  one  occasion. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Coin  (Gloucester shire). — This  trout  stream  would 
be  much  improved  by  some  good  rains,  it  being  low  in 
Eome  parts ;  but  in  the  public  fislieries  there  is  still  a  very 
good  head  of  water.  The  trout  rise  f  reely  about  noon, 
and  again  about  4  o'clock  at  Olive  Duns,  Blue  Duns, 
Brown  Spinners,  and  gnats,  which  are  on  the  water.  The 
Fairford  Park  gamekeepers  have  again  been  busy  on  the 
small  jack,  in  two  days  securing  ten  brace,  one  of  them 
was  a  5-pounder.  A  fine  dog  otter,  weighing  nearly  211b. , 
and  measuring  3ft.  6in.  long,  has  been  trapped  by  the 
gamekeepers  in  the  Bibury  Va'e.  He  had  been  playing 
havoc  amongst  the  trout  in  the  Coin  and  Leich,  and  on 
thg  St.  John's  Bridge,  barb?!.  Flies  given  last  week. 
Weather  milder. — Paw. 

Cornish  Streams. — There  has  been  verv  poor  fish- 
ing since  the  opening  of  the  trout  season  on  the  16th. 
The  rivers  are  low  and  very  clear,  and  have  been  so  for 
over  fix  weeks.  This  stopj  the  worm  fisher  to_  some 
extent,  of  course,  but  he  has  his  advantage  in  the 
tributary,  thickly-foliaged  streamlets,  which,  at  this  part 
of  the  joa,r,  are  genarally  full  of  trout.  Some  fair  baskets 
of  fish  have  been  got  with  fly  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Camel,  the  Inney,  and  the  Fowey.  Affairs  on  the  Camel 
have  a  very  hopeful  aspect.  Poaching  has  been  almost 
entirely  put  down,  hundreds  of  salmon  have  deposited 
undisturbed,  and  special  beds  have  been  mide  for  them. 
The  County  Council  of  Cornwall  never  made  a  wiser  gift 
than  they  have  done  in  helping  to  maintam  the  splendid 
production  of  this  river. — Bodmin'. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  rivers  are  getting  into 
good  trim  now,  and  the  fine  weather  is  likely  to  make 
sport  better.  The  mornings  and  evenings,  however,  are 
still  very  cold.  Trout  fishing  continue;  to  improve,  and 
from  the  southern  streams  there  are  reports  of  fine 
sport,  principally  from  fishing  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 
The  Mid-Devon  streams  and  those  further  north  are 
yielding  some  nice  trout,  a  good  cast  bnng  tie  March 
Brown  or  Blue  Upright.  The  Exe  Conservators  are  re- 
stocking the  river  and  tributaries  with  a  quantity  of 
specially  sel£c':ed  yearling  trout  from  a  Lancashire  fishery, 
and  a  few  hundred  rainbow  trout  are  being  placed  in  the 
Thorverton  water  as  an  experiment.  A  gaff  can  now  be 
used  on  the  Exe,  and  the  council  fishing  rights  which 
have  been  acquired  by  the  Conservators  will  be  a  boon. 
Among  the  salmon  taken  on  this  latter  river  was  one  of 
30ib.  (by  net).  Few  salmon  have  been  killed  up  to  the 
present,  but  among  other  rivers  the  Tonidge  is  well 
stocked.— Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Weather  vetoes  all  fishing 
operations.  Snow  and  storm.  The  past  winter  has  been 
a  good  one  for  trout  spawning.  We  hear  from  all  sides 
that  this  is  so.— D.  and  AV.  H.  Foster. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  river  has  only  been  in  order 
for  atoat  four  days  since  my  last  report,  and  sport  has 
been  disappointing.  Mr.  G.  H.  Dixon  has  killed  three 
fish  at  Armathwaite ;  Mr.  Eraser  Sandemau,  two,  101b. 
and  201b.,  at  Low  House  ;  the  Corby  Castle  ieaper,  two, 
91b.  each;  Mr.  Bramwell  and  a  friend,  three,  201b.,  171b., 
and  101b.,  in  the  Crown  Hotel  water  ;  Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
one,  181b.,  at  Crosby;  Sam  Wright,  one,  151b.,  below 
Carlisle  ;  and  Mr.  Maclvor,  ore,  14lb.,  at  Wetheral. 
Fresh  fish  are  not  running  from  the  sea,  and  the  nets  are 
scarcely  killing  more  thin  will  pay  for  the  fishermen's 
tobacco.  Snow  broth  is  keeping  the  trout  from  rising 
freely;  but  it  is  jnst  as  well,  for  they  are  as  yet  in  poor 
condition.  In  my  opinion,  April  1  would  be  a  better  date 
to  start  trout  fishing  than  March  1,  as  at  present.— 
Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).- Fine  weather  generally 
has  favoured  anglers  during  past  week,  and  fair  sport  has 
been  enjoyed  all  round.  Messrs.  Baker  and  Moysey  have 
added  another  half  a  dozen  salmon  to  their  score  at  the 
Silmon  Pool  water;  whilst  from  Cowley  water  Col. 
Edgell  and  Mr.  Merrick  Edgell  have  killed  four  good  fish. 
On^the  Brampford  and  ThorvertoL  Association  waters 
several  good  bags  of  trout  hive  Veen  secured,  among  the 
clijf  scorers  being:  Capt.  Cooke,  Surgeon-Major  Bar- 
rington,Rev.  Blandun,  Mr.Baker,  llr.  Biddell.  Flies  doing 
well  at  present  are  :  Blue  Dppright,  March  Brown,  and 
February  Red.- Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire  andCambs.). 
— Anglers  are  cow  taking  a  brief  rest.  The  coarse  fishing 
season,  which  closed  la&t  week,  was  a  capital  one  on  the 
whole,  and  now  they  aie  none  too  eager  to  seek  the  trout, 
■riiere  are  plenty  in  the  streams  to  the  wast  of  Bourne, 
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but  water  is  too  low  and  fine  for  sport.  Next  month  will 
witness  a  general  start. — Limpet. 

ISIdlo  Distiiot  (Worth  ITotta).— There  have  been 
odd  anglers  on  the  banks  of  the  Idle  in  the  Bollam 
di&triot  trjing  for  trout  ostensibly.  Their  enooess  has 
not  been  grfa*-,  and  probably  roach  would  bother  them 
much  more  than  the  trout  would  p'ease.  Trout  anglers, 
however,  are  in  no  hurry  to  commence,  though  the  season 
has  been  opened  five  or  six  weeks.  We  have  heard  of  a 
few  being  taken  in  the  Southwell  district,  but  ia  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Idle  and  Eyton  sport  is  let  alone  at 
present.  The  last  days  on  the  Trent  showed  some  good 
work  with  chub,  some  baskets  running  up  to  301b.,  tae  best 
recorded  being  a  41b.  fish. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  AngleEey).— Fish  rise 
well  in  the  evening,  but  very  bad  during  the  day.  Mr. 
Curtler  took  four,  the  writer  five  one  evening  and  six 
another,  best  two  lib.  each;  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead, 
fire,  and  seven  another  evening,  several  lib. ;  and  Mr.  Tate, 
twelve,  in  an  hour's  fishing,  which  is  the  best  catch  yet. 
A  few  white  trout  fell  to  Mr.  Edwards.  The  fish  average 
Jib.,  and  are  in  good  condition.  Prospects  (March  23) 
very  encouraging. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vymwy  Hotel  (Norfcli  Wales).  —  The 
weather  has  not  been  so  favourable  since  my  last  report. 
Wednesday,  March  16,  Messrs.  Pina  and  Chittenden, 
eiehteen  lovely  trout  of  121b.  ;  Dr.  Hops,  nineteen,  of 
13|lb.,  all  with  fly.  Friday,  March  18,  Messrs.  Pine  and 
Chittenden,  eight,  of  51b.  12oz.  Saturday,  March  19, 
Dr.  Hope,  seven,  41b.  12oz.  Monday,  March  21,  Messrs. 
Pine  and  Chittenden,  sixteen,  of  12Jlb.  ;  Dr.  Hope,  eleven, 
7ilb. ;  Messrs.  Venour  and  McKenna,  ten,  of  &^lb.  ;  Mr. 
Hilton,  two,  IJlb.  Tuesdiy,  March  22,  Mr.  Pinj,  thirteen, 
7Jlb. ;  Dr.  Hope,  three,  2|lb. ;  Messrs.  Venoiir  and 
McKenna,  eleven,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Hilton,  six,  of  41b.  Best 
flies,  Black  and  Teal,  Butcher,  Claret  and  Grouse,  and 
Lee's  Favoarite. — Long  Draft. 

Lea. — No  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Lea  can 
te  reported  at  the  time  of  writiog,  the  water  being  very 
low  and  bright.  No  sport  worth  mentioning  has  been 
met  with.  As  an  instance  of  the  wretched  results  being 
obtained,  the  421  competi'ors  in  the  A.B.S.  ompetition 
at  St.  Margaret's  on  March  20  did  not  muster  51b.  of  fish. 
Oce  of  the  competitors  is  sail  to  have  ran  two  miles  with 
a  siz:-able  dace  to  the  weigh-in  because  so  few  fish  had 
been  caught.  Rain  has  fallen  sinca  then  and  miy  improve 
the  wat»r.  Thursday  next  is  the  last  day  for  taking 
coarse  fish  in  the  river.  Trout  fishing  opens  on  May  1. — 
IZAAK  Walton. 

Leach  (Qloucesterehire).— Some  of  the  L,eaoh 
trout  fishings  begin  on  April  1,  but  others  not  before 
May  1.  All  waters  are  private,  but  several  are  let.  Some 
good  rain  would  materially  improve  the  fishing,  the  river 
in  places  being  low.  There  is  a  fine  show  of  trout 
throughout  the  course  of  the  stream,  some  of  them  very 
fine._  One  gentleman  tells  me  that  the  spring  rise  of  trout 
in  his  length  is  sDmething  wonderful,  the  fish  being  as 
numerous  as  frogs.  Best  flies  for  opening  week  are  March 
Brown,  Hare's  Lug,  Whirling  Blue,  Pale  Winged  Olive 
Dun,  and  Quill  Gnat  and  Coch-y-loidhn.  Weather  spring- 
like, but  rather  cold. — L, 

Lngrg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  are  in 
order  f  or  trout  fishing.  The  weather  up  to  Wednesday  was 
beautiful  and  fine,  and  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out ; 
rain  came  on  Wednesday,  but  did  iwt  alter  the  state  of  the 
rivers.  Trout  are  beginning  to  move  better,  and  have 
been  ridng  well  at  the  fly,  and  a  few  rods  have  been  out. 
Sport  is  slow,  but  a  few  good  fish  have  been  landed,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  when  the  warm 
weather  comes. — Gwynne. 

Itugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Zingsland).— Rivers 
are  in  capital  order,  yet  fishing  is  slow.  Very  shirp 
frosts  at  light  prevent  insects  maturing,  conseiuently 
food  has  been  short.  Weather  would  appear  to  be  chang- 
ing. Should  warm,  fpring-like  days  ensue,  fishing  will  be 
good,  yet  rain  is  hardly  needed.  Flies  as  last  week. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Mid-Taw,  Eggesford  (N.  Devon).— Very  good 
etches  of  trout  were  taken  up  to  the  week  ending 
March  19,  since  when  sport  has  not  been  so  good,  on 
account  of  bright  sunshine  and  cold  nights.  Tbe  hotel 
\i3itor3  securing  the  best  dishes  have  been  Mr.  William- 
son, Capt.  Sapte,  Capt.  Walker,  and  Mr.  Edmonds. 
Flies  :  Blue  Upright,  Rust  Red,  and  March  Brown  — 
F.  A.  M. 

Otter  (Salterton,  Devon).— Of  late  frosty  nights 
have  been  succeeded  by  bright  days,  the  aun  being  actually 
hot  at  noon.  Despite  these  usually  considered  unfavour- 
able conditions,  and  the  extremely  low  and  clear  state  of 
the  river,  fishing  has  been  very  good.  On  Monday  (21st), 
as  well  as  yesterday  (22nd),  trout  rose  well,  and  some 
good  takes  were  hsd.  On  each  day  there  was  a  copious 
nseof  Duns  and  March  Browns  between  1  atd  3  p.m. 
Fine  upstream  fishing  is  necpssary,  and  even  the  dry-fly 
may  be  used  with  gocd  effect.  Some  nice  fish  fell 
yesterday  to  the  floating  Olive  Quill.— Heron. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  running  a  little  bit  low, 
and  some  rain  would  do  a  lot  of  good.  I  have  heard  of 
some  nice  baskets  of  fair-sized  fish  from  the  Meavy  and 
Tavy.  A  few  peal  have  been  caught,  but  I  can  hardly 
believe  they  are  fresh  run  fish.— William  Heakder. 
_  Severn  (Shropshire.) —Although  the  river  las  been 
in  good  01  der,  but  Jit  ;le  angling  has  been  done,  and  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  trout  which  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
the  more  zealous  disciples  of  the  spinning  art,  there  i  s  nothiog 
to  record.  The  heaviest  fish  taken,  so  far  as  I  am  aware 
^u^  °*  c'S'iS^it  tiy  Mr.  Backnall,  of  Shrewsbury. 
Ibe  fish  are  not  jet  in  the  best  of  condition,  and  fly  fishing 
will  not  be  a  productive  pastime  for  several  weeks  — 
Hafrpn. 


Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Frosty  nights  have  been  the  rule  here  during  the 
past  week,  and  although  there  is  still  a  suspiciou  of  snow 
water  about  yet,  all  these  streams  are  at  present  in  very 
fair  condition  for  the  fly,  bat  owing  to  the  cold  winds 
prevailing,  Ih?  trout  do  not  rise  very  freely,  excepting  from 
one  to  two  o'cljck  in  the  afternoon.  Coarse  fish  are  still 
allowed  to  be  captured  in  the  Severn  by  those  who  obtain 
the  recessary  permission  to  do  so,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
many  anglers  will  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege  in 
order  t  j  lessen  the  number  of  pike  and  chub  which  are 
much  too  numerous  in  this  river  for  the  well-being  of  the 
trout.  Sport  amongst  the  trout  is  improving,  and  some 
very  fair  baskets  of  trout  in  good  condition  hive  been 
taken  in  this  stre.^m,  and  also  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat. 
The  little  river  Cain  still  maintains  its  reputation  as  a 
trout  stream,  and  some  fine  specimens  in  splendid  con- 
dition are  taken  in  it,  e.-p.'cially  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Llanfechain,  and  also  at  Llanfyllin.  A  few  salmon  are 
Captured  with  the  nets  in  that  pirt  of  the  Severn  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Vyrnwy,  but  as  yet  not  one  has  been  landed 
with  rod  and  line  in  any  of  the  rivers  in  this  neighbour- 
hood.—Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. —Anglers 
are  now  shut  out  from  many  rivers,  but  members  of  the 
Brighton  Anglers'  Association  or  the  Sussex  Piscatorials 
have  V  atsrs  where  sport  maybe  indulged  in  throughout 
the  season.  Pike  fishing  has  closed  on  the  Ouse,  but 
coarse  fishing  is  allowable  up  to  the  last  day  of  April. 
Some_  good  trout  have  been  s;en  in  the  tidal  partion  of 
this  river,  and  in  the  uoper  reaches  good  fish  are  to  te  met 
with.  Mr.  Ash,  of  Bi  iifhtou,  on  the  14th,  took  two  bream 
of  21b.  each.  The  Bother  holds  some  good  trout,  and  if 
only  for  the  scenery  the  artist  angler  will  find  it  worth  a 
visit.  There  is  but  little  free  trouticg  in  Sussex.  A 
number  of  fish  are  taken  from  the  small  streams  near 
Chichester  by  worming  through  the  culverts ;  some  few 
up  to  31b.  have  been  secured  in  this  manner.  Here  we 
have  the  harbour  within  a  mile  of  th3  city,  and  good 
sport  may  later  on  be  obtained  among  the  smelt,  bass,  and 
flatfish. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fish- 
ing. The  weather  up  to  Wednesday  was  beautiful  and 
fine,_  with  the  sun  shining  every  day,  and  a  good  number 
cf  flies  have  been  out  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  have  been 
rising  better  and  appear  to  be  coming  more  on  the  feed. 
The  nights  have  been  cold  and  frosty.  A  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  as  the  weather  gets  warmer 
more  rods  get  out,  and  some  good  lots  of  fish  have  been 
taken.  The  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  February  Bed, 
Red  Palmer,  ani  Cowdung.  March  Brown  has  bjgun 
to  shovv  itself  this  week,  and  in  a  few  days  sport  will  be 
good  with  them.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tiied  with  the 
worm  in  deep  water,  and  some  good  sized  fish  have  been 
landed.  On  Monday  six  trout  were  taken  with  the  Blue 
Dun  and  March  Brown. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  is  still  running  clear 
and  in  good  order  in  this  pait.  The  weather  has  been  fine 
during  the  day,  with  frosts  at  night,  and  has  been  suitable 
for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  fair  number  of  rjds  have  been 
on  the  river,  and  have  used  Blue  Dun,  February  Red, 
Cowdung,  and  March  Brown,  and  a  few  good  fish  landed. 
Sport  will  improve  as  the  weather  gets  warmer,  when 
good  lots  of  fish  will  be  landed. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).  —  River  now  getting  in 
good  order  for  fly  fishing  after  the  spats  we  had  on 
Sunday.  Some  lare  lots  of  trout  have  been  caught. 
C.  Doe  has  taken  over  seventy  ;  Mr.  Brand,  sixty,  in  three 
days'  fishing;  and  others  have  had  capital  spoit.  Salmon 
fishing  with  the  rod  bagins  in  North  Devon  on  April  1, 
water  and  weather  permitting.  We  are  having  mild  rain 
at  present. — Practical  Angler. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— At  the  present 
time  anglers  on  the  Witham  proper,  below  Lincoln,  are 
holding  their  hands.  There  are  numbers  of  trout  in  the 
upper  waters  and  streams  towards  Grantham,  and  we 
shall  soon  be  hearing  of  sportsmen  after  them.  There 
are  also  plenty  of  trout  in  the  Wold  stieams  to  the  north 
of  Horncastle ;  but  waters  in  them  are  running  low  and 
very  fine,  thus  giving  anglers  little  chance  without  the  fly. 
February  Reds  might  be  given  a  trial  on  warm  days. 
However,  coarse  angling  has  been  so  successful  this  winter 
that  sportsmen  are  in  no  hurry  to  turn  to  trout. — Lrci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— Salmon  anglers  have  had 
good  spoit  the  last  few  days,  Messrs.  Wardell,  Inglis, 
Mogg,  Ttomas,  Charlton,  and  Morgan  were  successful. 
Trout  anglers  also  had  good  sport,  Dr.  Howell  and  Mr. 
Vaughan  were  the  most  successful.  Best  baits :  March 
Brown  and  Dark  Blue  Dun  ;  if  weather  cold,  minnow  the 
next  few  days. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbj shire).— The  flush  of 
water  on  the  Derwent  in  the  early  part  of  this  week  has 
lui  down,  and  is  now  in  good  condition  for  fly  fishing.  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  that  a  number  of  trout  have  been  taken 
from  piivate  atd  free  waters  of  the  Derwent.  It  is  a 
pity  that  the  TreLt  Fishery  Board  do  not  extend  their 
close  time  for  trout  to  March  25,  as  it  wculd  then  be  in 
conjunction  with  the  clubs  of  this  district,  and  would 
prevent  many  (rjr.t  being  taken  cut  of  condition.  These 
rivers  are  well  stocked  with  trout,  therefore  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  season  are  very  good.  Useful  flies: 
February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Cock-winged  Dun,  and  March 
Brown. — Dotterel. 

Yare  (Brundall).— On  Maioh  20  Mr.  Merkham,  of 
Norwich,  was  the  only  angler  out,  and  landed  62lb.  of 
bream,  but  nothing  large.  There  is  no  close  season  here. 
If  there  was  one,  then  it  should  commence  at  least  a 
month  later  than  on  the  Thames.  Very  few  anglers  are 
about  from  now  till  the  end  of  June,  so  little  harm  is 
done,— W,  H.  Elsmoee. 


SCOTCH  BEFOBTS. 

Border  Esk.— The  whole  of  the  waters  of  the  E>\c 
and  Liddle  Fisheries  Asssciatior,  comprifiug  ths  rivers 
and  their  tributaries,  are  now  oiea  for  fly  fishin?.  The 
weather  has  been  c  Ad  and  vret,  and  generally  uneuited  for 
fly  fishing,  and  but  few  anglers  have  betn  out.  Since  the 
opening  of  the  season,  over  a  mouth  ago,  the  sport  hai 
been  excoBsivoIy  poor.  Spring  salmcn  fishing  has  baen  a 
failure  hitherto,  and  only  two  or  three  clean  fish  have  as 
yet  been  landed,  and  those  in  the  lower  reaches. 
Although  salmon  have  been  seen  in  the  pools,  they  have 
not  been  rising  at  the  artificial  fly.  Occasionally  the  water 
has  been  full  of  melted  snow,  consequently  salmon  have 
been  shy  of  tackling  fly.  Yellow  trout,  owing  to  tbe  mild 
winter,  are  getting  into  condition,  and  several  fairly  good 
baskets  have  been  got.  Sea  trout  may  be  expected  in  the 
rivers  next  month. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— During 
the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  exceptionally  stormy, 
with  wind  and  rain.  The  melting  snow  on  the  surrounding 
mountains  largely  contributed  to  the  flooding  cf  the  river, 
which  overflowed  its  banks  and  sv\ept  away  a  wocden 
bridge  at  Amat,  on  the  upper  waters.  For  about  ten  days 
salmon  angling  was  out  of  the  question. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).- The  weather  was  unsettled 
during  the  past  week,  and  the  river  is  still  heavy  and  in  a 
discoloured  condition,  consequently,  angling  on  this  river 
has  not  been  prosecuted  with  any  vigour.  On  the  Edin- 
glassie  water,  on  the  21st  inst.,  Mr.  George  Smith,  keeper, 
had  a  salmon  of  71b.  The  kUliug  hook  was  the  "  Biair- 
more."  The  net  fishing  on  the  river  continues  backward. 
On  same  of  the  shifts  this  week  not  a  fish  was  caught,  and 
the  number  for  the  week  did  not  reach  a  dozen.  On  the 
coast  there  was  a  slight  improvement  at  one  or  two 
sta'-.ions.  The  weather  was  toD  stormy  on  the  evening  of 
Saturday  last  for  taking  out  the  leaders,  and  from  one  of 
the  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  seven  salmon  were  taken 
on  the  Monday  morning.  From  the  other  stations  the 
yield  was  very  small.  The  qumtity  sent  to  the  market 
was  rathar  larger  than  flat  of  the  previous  week.— H.  W. 

Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— Since  last  reported 
a  storm  of  unusual  severity  has  prevailed  in  this  quaiter. 
The  Shin  rose  to  such  a  height  that  very  little  angling 
cmld  be  attempted.  On  17th  the  angling  tenant  aid  Mr. 
Donaldson  went  out  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  and 
landed  one  salmon  each— 91b.  and  101b.  respectively— being 
the  total  catch  for  the  week.  A^'eather  still  very  un- 
settled.—B. 

Kenmore  Loch  (Taj).— On  18th,  Macdiarmid,  keeper, 
killed  one  salmon,  151b.;  22nd,  Mr.  Holder  Remoney 
killed  two  sal'oion,  131b.  and  71b.  Hotel  water,  Mr. 
Knight,  one  salmon,  171b. — Knight. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— On  Tuesday  the  Lochleven 
hatchery  was  emptied  of  its  full  complement  of  trout  fry 
consisting  of  ,280,000  three-month-olds.  These  were 
conveyed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  John  Whyte,  manager 
of  the  Lochleven  fishings,  to  two  of  the  principal  feeders 
of  Lochleven,  where  they  were  deposited  to  add  to  the 
natural  stocking  of  the  loch. — Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— March  21,  Mrs.  Maisey,  fishing 
for_  Mr.  Mactaggart,  cue  salmon,  301b.  ;  22nd,  Miss 
Maisey,  fishing  for  an  angler,  one,  ISlb. — H.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  W.B.).— The 
past  week  has  been  a  stormy  one  all  through.  The  head 
gillie  on  the  Naver  sajs  he  never  saw  the  liver  so  long 
flooded  and  unfishable  during  his  twenty-seven  years' 
experience.  For  three  days  it  overflowed  its  banks.  The 
sport  since  last  reported  has  been  as  follows  :  On  12th, 
General  Holmes,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  Beat 
No.  1  ;  and  on  15th,  one  on  No.  3.  On  loth,  Mr.  Smith, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  caught  a  salmon  on  No.  4  ;  end  on  IGth, 
one  on  No.  5.  On  19fch,  General  Holmes,  Sjre  Lodge, 
got  one  salmon  on  No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  two  on  No.  3. — B. 

Noith-Bast;  of  gcotland.— On  the  Balmoral  waters 
the  Duke  of  York  had  good  spwt  during  the  first  three 
days  of  the  week,  but  was  floe  d  ;d  out  of  the  pools  with  the 
melting  snow  during  the  last  three.  The  same  with  Sir  C. 
Cust  and  the  other  rods  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee. 
On  the  Braemar  waters,  Capt.  Hard  n  in,  on  the  Fife 
Arms  section,  had  one  of  6|lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Barry,  on  Inver, 
two  of  71b.  each,  two  of  81b.  each,  one  of  81b. 
and  three  of  81b.,  8^1b.,  and  111b.  Col.  Moorland, 
on  the  Upper  Invercauld,  was  fairly  cut  of  it 
with  the  heavy  snow  waters.  On  the  Ballater 
reaches,  Mr.  McGregor's  rods  did  well  while  the 
river  was  fishable,  and  are  now  at  it  agaiu  in  good  style. 
On  the  Glentani  reaches.  Dr.  Jameson  and  Sir  John 
Willonghby  havs  been  doing  fairly  well.  The  dcctor  had 
one  of  181b,,  one  of  7Jlb.,  one  of  101b,,  two  of  71b.  ard 
81b.,  and  two  of  81b.  and  151b. ;  while  Sir  John  had  six, 
scaling  from  61b.  to  171b.,  three  of  81b.,  91b.,  and  151b., 
and  two  of  81b.  and  151b.  Towards  the  end  cf  last  week 
the  spate  put  angling  back  a  bit ;  but  matters  fairly  bright 
again.  The  other  rods  angling  these  parts  did  well.  Mr. 
Merry  had  one  of  91b  ,  one  of  8lb.,  four,  of  6 Jib.,  7|1b  , 
8i\h.,  and  9Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Bulteel  two,  of  91b.  and  151b.,  one 
of  S^lb.,  five,  ranging  from  51b.  to  191b.,  one  of  171b., 
three,  of  111b.,  71b  ,  and  71b.,  and  two  cf  71b.  and  I'llb,, 
in  all  fourteen  fish  ;  while  Mr.  Barclay  creehd  three,  of 
81b.,  101b.,  and  131b,  one  of  9 Jib.,  and  five  ranging  from 
51b.  to  191b.,  Mr.  Binckman.  On  the  Aboyne 
section,  Mr.  Birch  had  one  of  151b.  ;  Capt.  Staunton, 
two,  of  7ilb.  each ;  Mr.  Crawshay,  two,  of  91b.  each ; 
Mr.  Palmer's  gillie,  three.  81b,,  91b.,  and  151b.;  Mr. 
Harrison,  one  of  91b. ;  Mr.  Murray,  one  of  211b.  and  one 
of  91b.  On  Aboyne  Castle  water,  Mr.  Gordon  landed  one 
of  lljlb. ;  and  Capt.  Forbes,  one  of  81b.  On  the  Dess 
water,  Capt.  D.  F.  Davidson  creeled  one  of  81b.  ;  and 
J.  Harper,  three,  of  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  On  Carlogie 
section,  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson  had  one  of  61b. ;  while  Col. 
Lane  had  one  of  61b.  on  the  Lodge  water ;  and  Col.  Leith 
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Ross,  one  of  "lb.  on  the  same  beat.  On  Boi-rowstone 
■water,  Mr.  W.  R/ Russell  creeled  five,  scaling  71b.,  7 Jib., 
7ilb.,  31b.,  and  SJlb. ;  while  Capt.  Staunton  landed 
one  of  91b.  on  Ballogie,  in  addition  to  one  of 
111b.  which  fell  to  the  red  of  J.  Mortimer. 
On  the  Woodend  section,  Mr.  C.  B.  Marsham  hid 
oue  of  Gib.  ;  and  Mr.  R.  Marsham,  two,  of  81b.  and  171b. 
On  the  Don,  trouting  has  begun  on  the  earlier  reaches, 
and  good  baskets  are  ccsasionally  made  to  the  March 
Brown.  On  the  Ythan,  finnock  aud  sea  trout  are  fairly 
plentifal.  Last  week  Mr.  M.  S.  Ranchman  did  well  on 
the  Ellon  Castle  waters  during  the  first  three  days.  On 
Wednesday  he  had  a  basket  of  twenty-nine  sea  trout,  in 
addition  to  several  salmon,  some  of  which  had  to  be 
returned.  On  the  coast  the  salmon  fishings  are  improving 
but  slowly.  It  is  feared  the  best  of  the  spring  season  is 
past.— G.  M. 

Oykell  (Oykelbridge,  via  Lairgf,  N.B.).— Despite 
the  prevailing  storm  and  the  flooded  state  of  the  water, 
compcsed  principally  of  snow  "  bree,"  Mr.  W.  E. 
Gilmour,  of  Inveroyel,  landed  several  salmon  during  the 
jast  week.    This  week  heavy  rains  still  prevailed. — B. 

Solway. — The  past  week  was  the  most  prolific  for 
salmon  in  the  drift  nets  since  the  season  opened  on 
Feb.  25.  Early  in  the  week  the  boats  had  a  number  cf 
beautiful  spring  salmon.  A  south-west  gale  blew  on 
Friday  morning,  and  most  of  the  boats  took  advantage  to 
drift  down  the  channel.  The  catches  on  Friday  exceeded 
those  of  the  fore  part  of  the  week,  and  the  salmon  were 
beautiful  spring  fish,  running  from  71b.  to  91b.  each.  At 
the  stake  net  fishing  stations  very  little  has  been  done  so 
far,  and  only  an  odd  fish  or  two  fell  to  those  nets  during 
the  week.  The  poke  nets  have  been  doing  fairly  well  for 
the  season. — G. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  has  been  of  a  decidedly 
disappointing  nature  during  the  week.  On  Friday  the 
Border  streams  were  all  discoloured  and  in  small  flood. 
There  was  a  fine  south-west  breeze  blowing  up  the  Solway 
Channel,  and  the  Annan  drift  net  beats,  which  were  early 
cut,  had  the  finest  haul  of  spring  salmon  this  season. 
They  were  not  heavy  fish,  the  largest  being  about  121b., 
while  the  average  would  be  about  81b.  In  the  Annan  on 
the  following  morning  several  new  run  spring  fish  were 
seen  rising  in  the  river,  but  nothing  hut  kelts  were  landed 
and,  of  course,  returned.  On  Monday,  however,  Mr. 
Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  (Andrew  Bell)  killed  a  most 
beautiful  spring  salmon  in  the  Mcuut  Annan  water. 
Jt  was  taken  with  the  Carh's'.e  Bulldog  Fly  (Strong's 
jjattern)  ;  it  weighed  161b.,  and  gave  considerable  sport 
before  it  was  grassed.  Several  of  the  keepers  on  different 
stretches  have  been  landing  kelts.  In  the  Nith  nothing  is 
being  done  at  present.  Indeed,  no  new  fish  have  been 
landed  since  the  season  opened  on  Feb.  25.  The  nets 
below  Dumfries  have  been  getting  odd  fish.  Sport  has 
also  been  excessively  poor  in  the  Galloway  rivers  since  the 
opening  of  the  angling,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to 
the  Ayrshire  rivers.  Owing  to  the  myriads  of  March 
Brown  fly  hatching  out  during  the  past  fortnight,  yellow 
trout  are  getting  rapidly  into  "  takeable  "  condition.  By 
Easter  time  they  will  be  in  good  order.  Some  cf  the 
anglers  in  the  Ayrshire  district  have  been  trying  the 
lochs,  but  the  yellow  trout  in  these  waters  are  not  so 
forward  as  those  in  the  streams.  The  rivers  are  in 
splendid  order  for  trout  fishing,  but  on  the  clear  side  for 
salmon.  To-day  (Wednesday)  a  cold  north  wind  prevailed, 
and  nothing  was  dene  by  the  rods.  The  Border  Esk  has 
been  much  of  a  failure  this  season  for  spring  salmon,  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  with  favourable  waters  and  weather, 
in  April  a  number  of  spring  fish  may  fall  to  the  lods. 
Occasionally  the  month  of  April  gives  the  best  sport  to  the 
rods. — Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Owing  to  the  river  having  been  rather  unsettled 
last  wetk  with  partial  flooding,  caused  by  the  snow  melting 
on  the  hills,  sport  was  not  of  much  account.  On  the 
Laggan  water,  on  Monday,  Col.  Grant  killed  two  salmon 
weighing  101b.  and  lOJlb. ;  while  on  the  Carron  water, 
next  day,  he  had  another  of  71b.  ;  and  Mr.  Grant,  of 
Elchies,  one  of  91b.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
Monday,  Mr.  Mnnro,  Elgin,  grassed  one  of  71b. ;  and  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Fen  had  two,  of  71b.  and  141b.  ;  while  on 
the  following  day,  Mr.  Cumming  killed  one  of  121b.  A 
silmon  weighing  211b.  was  caught  with  herring  bait  some 
thirty  miles  off  the  coast  here  the  other  day,  and  landed 
from  one  of  the  boats. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  Tay  has  been  running  rather  high  of  late, 
and  takes  have  not  been  so  numerous  ;  but  at  present  it  is 
in  firat-rate  order,  and  good  sport  is  now  expected.  Trout 
fishing  has  began,  and  promises  to  be  first  rate.  On  the 
Earn  trout  have  been  rising  well  during  the  last  fortnight, 
and  baskets  of  from  51b.  to  101b.  have  been  taken  daily. 
The  following  are  the  reports  to  hand  :  On  the  Duke  of 
Bedford's  Stobhall  water,  last  week,  the  Hon.  Col.  E, 
Digby  landed  four  splendid  fish,  weighing  from  201b.  to 
241b.  each ;  and  on  Monday,  one  fish,  161b.  On  same 
water.  Col.  Campbell  caught  three  fish,  weiahing  171b., 
191b.,  and  201b.  Fishing  Stanley  water  on  Mondtiy,  Mr. 
Herbert  C,  Lewis  had  a  salmon  of  25ilb.  On  Fishers' 
Hotel  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie- Ashton, 
Tiverton,  had  three  nice  salmon,  of  191b.,  191b.,  and  161b. 
Yesterday,  the  Rev.  Canon  Meade,  fishing  Lord  Clan- 
williams  Upper  Delvine  water,  was  successful  in  killiug 
two  salmon,  of  81b.  and  151b.  respectively ;  on  the  same 
water  the  Hon.  Arthur  Meade  had  one  of  16|lb.  Fishing 
from  Logierait  Hotel  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Robert 
Butler  caught  a  salmon  weighing  16Jlb. — P.  D.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
During  the  past  week  all  the  rivers  in  the  Border  district 
have  been  running  in  capital  angling  condition,  the  heights 
being  of  a  fair  good  size,  while  the  volume  of  water  in  the 
beds  of  the  streams  has  been  very  pure  and  clean.  Since 
last  notes  we  have  enjoyed  some  very  nice  genial  weather 
and  on  a  good  many  a  good  rise  of  trout  has  been  observec, 
in  many  part.'?  of  both  Tweed  and  Tevipt,   The  trout  are 


in  fairly  good  condition,  and  now  fully  fit  for  the  table. 
On  Tuesday  of  this  week,  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle, 
Westwood  Cottage,  fishing  with  fly  on  the  Tweed,  on  the 
cast  known  as  the  Shardlow  millstream,  on  the  Hender- 
syde  water,  killed  201b.  of  nice  trout,  this  weight  including 
a  bull  trout  of  between  31b.  and  41b.  Several  other  of  our 
disciples  of  the  i-od  and  line  have  had  baskets  of  from  31b. 
up  to  51b. — all  with  fly — on  both  of  the  main  rivers.  On 
the  tributiry  streams  not  much  has  been  done,  but  I  have 
been  informed  that  on  one  portion  of  the  Kale  an  angler  had 
41b.  of  trout.  On  the  Teviot,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  Atfleck, 
Heiton ,  had  3  Jib.  of  trout,  and  Mr.  Fangrieve,  Edinburgh ,  on 
the  same  stream,  managed  to  kill  5Jlb.,  including  a  grayling 
of  fib.  Should  the  present  fine  weather  continue,  trout 
angling  will  be  general  all  over  in  about  ten  days.  As  to 
salmon  angling,  well,  very  little  has  been  done,  owing  ti 
the  smallness  aud  clearness  of  the  rivers  for  this  kind  of 
sport,  but  on  the  Floors  Castle  famous  upper  stretch,  on 
Monday,  Mr.  Cobbold,  a  friend  of  the  lessees  (Mr.  M.  P. 
Lucas)  killed  two  very  handsome  fish,  weighing  respec- 
tively 61b.  and  141b.  Mr.  Lucas  fished  the  Makerstoun  water 
blank  the  same  day,  and  on  Tuesday  no  fiah  were  got  on 
either  water.  On  the  Hendersyde  water  no  fish  have  been 
caught,  but  very  little  fithing  for  salmon  on  these  casts  has 
taken  place.  On  the  Dub,  on  the  Bingham  water  (Lord 
Home's),  on  Thursday  last,  Lord  Dunglass,  the  Earl's  son, 
killed  one  salmon,  which  turned  the  scale  at  12Jlb.  This 
was  the  only  clean  fish  got  on  the  water  since  last  report ; 
but  several  salmon  kelts  have  been  landed,  as  well  as  one 
kipper  grilse  and  one  baggot  salmon. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork). — Few  salmon  have  been  taken 
during  past  week  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water.  Mr. 
Thomas  OUiffe,  at  Innishannou,  on  the  21st  inst.,  had 
two  fine  fresh  fish,  18Jlb.  and  lOIb.  Trout  anglers  are 
hiving  very  good  sport. — W.  Havnes  and  Son. 

Belfast.— On  the  upper  waters  of  the  Lagan  fair  trout- 
ing is  reported,  there  being  a  pretty  good  stock  of  fish  in 
these  sections.  On  Marshall's  Dam,  on  St.  Patrick's  Day, 
three  anglers  killed  fifcy-five  trout.  The  Stone j ford  Dam 
— a  250  acre  piece  of  water,  belonging  to  the  Water  Com- 
missioners— is  well  stocked  with  tiout  up  to  51b.,  and  this 
week  several  licensed  anglers  had  good  bags.  The  Belfast 
Angling  Association  is  arranging  for  the  annual  dinner. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  Salmon  Fisheries.— The  salmon 
fishing  season,  both  by  rod  and  net,  on  the  Cork  Black- 
water,  so  far,  has  been  the  worst  experienced  yet.  The 
fish  are  not  in  the  river,  nor  are  they  running.  The  upper 
water  proprietors  and  anglers  blame  the  netters  below 
Lismore  with  over-netting  and  annihilating  the  fish,  whilst 
the  latter  blame  the  former  with  not  sutficiently  pro- 
tecting the  spawning  ti-ibutaries,  and  expending  on  useless 
inquiries  the  money  which  could  be  more  wisely  expended 
in  preservation  purposes. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — Fishing  commenced  here  on  Feb.  1,  but 
weather  was  so  bad  there  was  very  little  done  during  the 
month.  Since  March  1  there  has  been  better  sport,  as 
any  who  ventured  out  were  fairly  successful.  Mr.  Wills, 
Rockingham,  was  very  lucky  with  the  pike,  as  his  first 
four  fish  weighed  respectively  151b.,  141b.,  71b.  8oz.,  and 
201b.  ;  these  were  all  got  in  a  short  while  of  three 
evenings.  On  Lough  Key,  H.  Armstrong  has  got  off  Key 
ten  good  trout  in  one  week's  fishing.  On  March  11  Mr. 
Lanphier  killed  four  trout,  on  Gaia,  4jlb.,  3Jlb.,  31b.,  21b. 
March  13,  Mr.  Poole  killed  fourteen  pike  and  two  trout, 
on  Gara.  Moyburg  lake  is  doing  weil,  bxskets  of  from 
six  to  one  dozen  being  got  any  day  it  is  fished.  There  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  trout  got  north  end  of  Arrow.  I  have 
seen  several  baskets  of  four  fish,  which  averaged  31b. 
each.  Lough  Gara  promises  very  well  this  season  up  till 
now,  and  I  am  sure  will  account  for  a  great  deal  of  trout 
this  season. — G.  Taylor. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section).— The  warm  south-westerly 
gale  last  week  brought  ciuite  a  run  of  fish  into  the  river, 
and  notwithstanding  that  the  water  is  at  ordinary  summer 
level,  sport  has,  since  my  last  report,  been  exceedingly 
good  on  several  of  the  fisheries.  On  Upper  Black  Castle, 
Mr.  Francis  Ley  had  fourteen  fish  from  91b.  to  291b.  each, 
his  best  days  being  five  of  291b.,  241b.,  171b.,  111b.,  and 
101b.  each  ;  three,  tof  WJlb.,  121b.,  and  101b.  ;  and  three 
of  111b.,  101b.,  and  9Jlb.  His  fisherman  had  also  six, 
making  a  total  of  twenty  for  the  week.  On  Lower  Black 
Castle,  the  Messrs.  Meakin  had  three  fish  (largest  about 
211b.),  but  they  were  away  for  several  days.  On  Ard- 
mulchan,  Col.  Rock  and  friends  had  seven  (largest  271b.). 
I  am  afraid,  however,  that  the  coming  week  will  not 
show  such  good  results.  We  are  again  experiencing 
frosty  nights  and  bright  sunny  days,  and  there  seems  little 
prospect  of  rain. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundcowes. — Since  last  report  sport  on  this  river 
would  have  been  very  good  had  there  been  any  number  of 
rods  fishing  on  it,  but  unfortunately  there  was  only  one  or 
two  rods  on  it.  There  was  an  exceptionally  fine  show  of 
fresh  run  salmon  in  mostly  all  the  pools  on  the  river.  At 
time  of  writing  the  river  is  in  splendid  fishing  ply,  and 
prospects  of  sport  could  not  be  better  with  so  many  fresh 
fish  in  the  river  and  coming  in.  Mr.  T.  Feely  took  four  fresh 
run  salmon  of  141b.,  141b.,  12Ib.,  and  101b.,  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Cummeragh. — On  the  lower  reaches  brown  trout 
anglers  have  tiad  fair  sport  last  week.  The  river  is  too 
low  at  pressnt  for  salmon  angling,  and  no  salmon  anglers 
were  out  last  week.  When  a  spate  takes  place  good 
sport  should  be  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Coirib  (Galway). — Angling  shows  an  improvement, 
the  shrimp  accounting  for  a  good  many  fish.  Amongst 
those  out  recently  were  General  Davis,  Major  Sumner, 
General  Dashwood,  and  Capt,  Lee.  The  river  is  falling 
into  fair  order, — J.  A.  B. 
Bast  Tyrone.— The  Ballinderry  is  rather  low  and 
I  clear,  and  this,  with  the  frosty  weather,  has.  been 


unfavourable  to  trouting.    A  similar  state  of  affairs  exists 
on  the  Blackwater. — J.  A.  B. 

Brue. — This  river  ij  now  in  good  order  for  trout  fishing, 
and  several  fine  trout,  averaging  from  lib.  to  2ilb.,  were 
taken  on  the  free  portion  of  the  river  at  Belleek  during  the 
early  part  of  the  days  in  the  past  week. — M.  RoGAN  AND 
Sons. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry), — Brown  trout  anglers  are  still 
having  goi  d  .«poit,  though  the  water  is  rather  too  low. 
Sea  trout  angling  begins  here,  as  a  rule,  about  the  middle 
of  May,  and  salmon  fishing  about  a  month  later. — T.  J.  D. 

Kiilarney. — Salmon  fishing  has  given  little  or  no  sport 
during  the  past  week  on  lake  or  river.  The  weather  has 
been  too  bright,  but  otherwise  the  conditions  were 
generally  favourable.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  been  good 
on  Lough  Quittane,  but  skck  on  other  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  (CO.  Cork), — A  slight  stir  in  the  water,  oexsasioned 
by  heavy  showers  on  the  mountains,  made  the  salmon 
take  fairly  free  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday  last ; 
but  since  that  the  river  has  again  fallen  to  summer  level. 
Twenty-four  hours'  rain  is  badly  wanted.  The  following 
have  had  sport ;  Col.  Broderick,  on  Nettleville  fishery, 
two,  lllb.  and  lljlb.  On  Fargus,  H.  J.  W.  Whittaker, 
Hampshire  Regiment,  61b.  ;  H.  W.  R.  Millais,  Hamp- 
shire Regiment,  101b.  ;  S.  Haynes,  7tb.  On  Warren's 
Court,  J.  Gubbins  and  party  had  five  fish,  from  81b.  to 
141b. ;  A.  U.  Goodwin,  9lb. ;  F.  W.  Allen,  two;  M.  F. 
Barry,  lllb. ;  G.  Jevers,  two;  H.  B.  Minhear,  91b. ;  J. 
O'Brien,  91b.,  llilb. ;  F.  W.  Dale,  101b.,  71b.;  Maurice 
Lyons,  101b.  ;  H.  E.  Staney,  91b. ;  ().  L.  Evans,  91b. ;  E. 
Pike,  91b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Though  the  weather  has  been,  on  the  whole,  favourable 
for  fly  fishing,  only  three  salmon  were  had  since  last 
report,  viz  ,  one  by  General  Briggs  and  three  by  Ned 
Denneby,  a  local  professional  angler.  The  prospects  for 
the  next  few  days  are  improved.  Salmon  are  still  coming 
slowly,  bat  with  the  advent  of  April  it  is  expected  they 
will  arrive  in  better  numbers.  The  lake  is  in  good  angling 
order,  and  as  salmon  are  supposed  to  be  about  in  their 
usual  nunibers,  it  is  strange  that  sport  has  been  so  very 
poor.— T.  J.  D. 

IiOUgh  Melvin.— During  the  early  part  of  the  past 
week  the  boats  could  not  get  to  the  best  parts  of  the 
salmon  fishing  ground.  On  the  Lake,  the  21st  inst.  was 
a  nice  day,  when  Mr.  J.  E.  T.  Mulholland,  landed  a  hand- 
some fresh  run  salmon  of  131b.  weight,  and  Mr.  Murray, 
on  the  same  day,  took  another  salmon,  weighing  91b.  Dr. 
Turner  landed  a  nice  brown  trout  of  3Jlb.  weight,  whilst 
Mr.  Walton  took  another,  a  magnificent  fish,  weighing 
91b. ;  the  latter  two  fish  were  caught  trolling.  The  Rev. 
Wm.  Verner  and  others  had  a  few  baskets  of  trout 
during  the  past  week,  but  none  of  them  were  heavy  ones, 
as  the  frost,  which  has  nightly  prevailed  since  last  report, 
has  kept  the  trout  from  coming  well  on  the  rise  daring 
the  day,— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  show  an  improve- 
ment, and  trout  netting  also  shows  an  improvement. 
Trouting  on  the  rivers,  however,  is  poor.  From  the  Bann 
I  hear  that  salmon  kelts  are  in  evidence  yet,  and  a  source 
of  annoyance  to  anglers.  The  Maine,  Magola,  &c,,  are 
falling  low. — J.  A,  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  Co,  Eerry).-^ 
Brown  trout  angling  continues  good  on  the  mountain 
lakes,  which  comprise  Dreiiane,  Cummeravanig,  Cooma- 
voher,  Coomcatoun,  and  Filealougha.  The  baskets  have 
contained  from  two  dozen  to  four  dozen  fish,  running 
about  three  to  the  pound.  The  trout  were  not  particulir 
as  to  the  colour  of  flies,  small  sizes  of  any  colour  killing 
well.  Brown  trout  give  good  sport  on  these  waters 
throughout  the  season,  the  best  sport  being  generally  had 
in  August  and  September.  Drenane  and  Cummeravanig 
are  the  nearest  to  Waterville,  the  other  waters  being  some 
seven  or  eight  miles  away. — T,  J.  D. 

IKEoy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  IMEayo.).— 
Most  part  of  the  past  week  the  river  was  out  of  order 
owing  to  the  high  wind  and  rain,  but  for  the  past  few  days 
we  have  had  summer  weather  here,  and  the  river  is  in 
good  order.  Dr.  Whitney  landed  several  kelts,  and  lost  a 
springer  just  ready  for  the  net.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  also 
landed  several  kelts.  Mr.  M.  C.  Bvers  lost  a  springer  with 
spoon  owing  to  the  fault  of  his  boatman.  The  lough  is 
now  coming  into  good  fishing  trim. — Pat  Hearns. 

Moy  Hotel's  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— 
Weather  fair,  southerly  wind.  I,  the  correspondent, 
played  a  spring  fish  up  to  the  net,  and  lost  it,  about  161b., 
on  the  21st.  Mr.  Wilson  pliyed  a  spring  fish  during  the 
week,  and  lost  it.  Mr.  Schroop  got  some  nice  trout  on 
Lough  Conn  on  March  20.  Michael  Kane,  at  Runegay 
Lodge,  got  a  pike,  201b.,  and  some  nice  trout  last  week. 
Mr.  J.  Tomlin  hooked  a  couple  of  spring  fish  on  the  weir 
pool. — John  Devers. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Berg  (Killaloe).— Salmon 
aud  trout  fishers  have  experienced  very  trying  disappoint- 
ments this  week  in  consequence  of  sharp  frosts  and  squalls, 
which  have  rendered  sport  impossible  on  river  and  lake. 
Only  one  salmon  has  been  taken  since  this  day  week  ;  it 
was  a  splendid  fellow— a  36-pounder.  Tom  aud  J. 
Grimes  were  the  fortunate  captors.  The  fish  was  cap- 
tured on  Mr.  W.  Young's  preserves. — S.- J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  has  been  - 
excellent  during  the  past  week,  and  the  water  is  in  first- 
rate  order.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed, 
16tn,  one  salmon,  211b.  ;  17th,  one  salmon,  37ib. ;  21st,  one 
salmon,  101b.  On  Prospect,  Major  C.  Hayes,  Newington, 
killed,  2l6t,  one  salmon,  23ilb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  W.  C. 
Jones  killed,  18th,  one  salmon,  301b.  On  this  water  also, 
Mr.  J.  Henderson  killed,  19th,  one  salmon,  181b. ;  20th,  one 
salmon,  211b. ;  21st,  one  salmon,  221b.  On  the  Castle 
fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  17th,  one  salmon, 
16Jlb. ;  18th,  one  salmon,  lllb. ;  22nd,  one  salmon,  161b. 
On  the  Worldsend,  Major  C.  Hayes,  Newington,  killed, 
17th,  one  salmon,  281b.— John  ENRieai  and  Son. 
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Watervllle. — Salmon  are  coming  up  very  slowly,  and 
no  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  preserved  water.  On  the 
free  portion  a  few  good  baskets  of  trout  were  had  on 
Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday.  The  pink  wiU  soon  be 
on  the  run.    Water  in  fair  order. — T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers.— Nothing  worth  recording  has 
been  done  on  any  of  the  above  rivers  since  last  report 
owing  to  bright  sunshine  and  low  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).  —  Since  the 
opening  day,  March  1,  there  has  been  no  sport ;  ia  fact,  I 
have  not  even  heard  of  anyone  going  oat  until  March  20 
when  Mr.  Murphy,  of  Mullingar,  got  a  lovely  trout  of  41b 
on  an  artificial  fly.  The  weather  has  been  most  un 
propitious  up  to  date,  but  this  ia  considered  to  be 
favourable  for  the  April  and  May  fishing.  Angling  on  the 
rivers  also  has  not  been  of  a  satisfactory  character,  and 
the  water  is  running  low.  I  have  not  yet  heard  any  news 
from  the  salmon  reaches  of  the  Inny,  in  County  Longford 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  few  visiting  anglers  who  spent 
the  opening  day  of  the  present  week  upon  the  pier  must 
have  found  the  north-east  wind  rather  cutting,  but  one 
and  all  stuck  bravely  to  their  pastime,  and  with  a  measure 
of  success.  Mr.  Linfoot  secured  two  very  fine  dabs,  in 
addition  to  a  number  of  small  ones  ;  and  Messrs.  Burgess, 
Buegg,  Moore,  and  Walters  each  experienced  a  little  sport. 
No  one  fished  on  Monday  morning,  but  during  the  after- 
noon Messrs.  Bushnell,  Filmer,  Skilling,  and  Wood  took 
about  a  couple  of  score  of  dabs,  one  lemon  sole,  and  a 
number  of  small  piuting.  Tuesday's  catch  far  exceeded 
any  of  recent  date,  Mr.  Filmer  having  a  score  and  a  half  of 
nice  &iih,  chiefly  large  dabs  ;  and  his  three  fellow-anglers 
each  giving  a  good  account  of  themselves.  Mr.  Lighton  had 
a  score  of  fish  this  (Wednesday)  mirning  between  6  a.m. 
and  8  a.m.  ;  and  Dr.  Woodward  and  Messrs.  Bushnell, 
Filmer,  and  Rogers  were  busily  employed  during  the 
e,fternoon,  though  the  fish  were  nearly  all  of  small  size. 
The  doctor  has  had  several  turns  at  boat  fishing  lately, 
and  has  invariably  been  successful.  His  take  on  Monday 
last  comprising  seventeen  dabs  of  good  size,  besides  a 
guantity  of  pouting  and  small  whiting. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Seal. — The  weather  has  been  somewhat  unsettled,  and 
the  water  thick,  and  in  consequence  nothing  of  import- 
ance in  tha  way  of  fishing  has  been  obtained,  althoagh 
several  anglers  put  in  an  appearance  on  Saturday,  and 
myself,  with  Messrs,  Taylor,  tJavill,  and  Woolmer,  tried 
our  luck  in  a  galley  punt,  close  to  the  Goodwin  Sands,  and 
the  water  there  in  no  better  condition,  and  neither  lost  a 
bait,  80  all  decided  to  have  a  good  sail  to  end  the  day,  and 
whilst  writing  it  is  blowing  strong  northerly  wind,  and 
the  prospects  looks  very  poor  for  the  next  few  days. — 
Edwd.  Hangee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymoutli. — Fishing  of  all  kinds  has  been  going  on 
pretty  much  the  same  this  week  as  last,  pouting,  whiting, 
pollack,  flat  fish,  and  bass  being  the  sort  usually  taken. 
Some  fine  ones  of  the  latter  have  been  brought  in  from 
Whitsand  Bay,  and  a  lot  of  small  ones,  from  Jib.  to  l^lb. 
can  be  ciugtit  at  the  vatioua  piers.  The  grey  mullet 
are  not  taken  s)  well,  but  they  have  been  on  the 
feed  for  a  long  time.  Some  scores  of  fishermen  cin 
be  seen  daily  trying  for  them  with  all  kinds  of  baits,  but 
when  they  are  off  the  feed  nothing  will  tempt  them.  The 
larger  boats  have  been  catching  great  quantiiies  of  hake, 
but  they  do  not  seem  in  very  good  condition.  I  see,  on 
referring,  that  they  do  not  come  into  season  until  next 
month,  which  may  account  for  it.  Mackerel  are  coming 
on,  and  turbotand  brill  are  now  in  their  prime. — William 
Heaed^r  (B.S.A.S.). 


Marcli  27.   

Clapham  Strollers  :  Prize  outing. 
Izaak  Walton :  Match  on  the  Lei. 
St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorials :  Match  on  the  Lea, 
Illarcli  28, 
Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Concert. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Visit. 
Camden :  Visit. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Paper  by  Mr,  W.  Senior, 
March  29. 

Anglers'  Pride :  Visit. 

Kingston  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner, 

Westbourne  Park  Piscatoi ills  :  Annual  dinner, 
march  31, 

Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 


April 


5, — Hoxton  Brothers  ;  Concert. 

5. — Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

C, — Albion  Brothers  :  Visit, 

G. — St.  John's  :  Annual  dinner. 
12.— Crown  and  Buckland  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
14. — North-East  Brothers  :  Annual  supper, 

20.  — St.  Ives  :  Annual  dinner. 

21.  — Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  meeting. 
21.— Drayton  Park  Piscatoriils  :  Annual  dinner, 
21,— North-East  Brothers  :  Supper. 

25. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Supper. 

27.  — B.S.A.S. :  Annual  dinner, 

28.  — Anchor  and  Hope ;  Annual  dinner. 


KiNBOss-SHiEE  FisHiNG  Club.— The  following  office 
bearers  were  elected  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Kmross-shire  Fishing  Club,  held  in  the  Green  Hotel, 
KmroEi,  on  Monday:  President,  Gen.  Bcsvell;  vics- 
president,  R.  B.  Smith,  Perth  ;  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Ihomis  Steedman,  Kiouss  (re-elected).  Three  members 
of  council  were  appointed  in  room  of  those  who  fell  to 
retire  by  rotation.  The  usual  fly  fishing  competitions 
were  fixed  for  the  season,  to  be  held  on  Loch  Leven,— 
KoBERi  Laing, 


Ecyoxts  from  <Jlu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Repoet  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,— Since  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  £6  lOs.  6d.  Waltham- 
stow  Brothers,  £2  14s.  6d.  Bomore,  and  l.Ss.  Westminster 
Angling  Societies'  from  their  donation  boxes,  and  Is.  frjm 
Mr.  Richards  as  a  donation. — R.  Ghuenby, 

Ang'lers'  Association  (No.  1,  Easteen  Disteict). 
— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Cambridge  Heath 
Brothers  A.S,,  the  Good  Intent,  Mowlem -street.  Bishop's- 
road,  Cambridge  Heath,  on  Monday  next,  March  28, 
when  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good  meeting.  —  G. 
Manning. 

Allason  United  Brothers  An^lin^  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— 
March  23  was  quarterly  night.  Election  of  officers : 
E.  Clarke  was  elected  chairm&,n;  Messrs.  Abbott  and 
Shephard,  clerks  of  scales;  Messrs.  H.  Brassington  and 
E.  Jackson,  auditors;  Mr.  Abbott,  check  secretary; 
E.  JacksM,  tyler;  Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  Jackson, 
delegates  to  Anglers'  Association.  Other  business  was 
also  transacted. — Ben. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  above  society  take 
a  visit  on  the  Central  Association  next  Tuesday,  March  29, 
at  8  30  sharp,  whf  n  all  members  and  friends  are  cordially 
invited. — G.  Allen. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Qneen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— None  of  our 
members  were  saocessful  in  the  Lea  competition  on 
March  20.  Next  Tuesday  being  the  half-yearly  general 
mseting,  will  all  mtmbeis  endeavour  to  attend?  Some 
important  business  to  transact. — A.  Jenkins. 

Bloomshnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  March  20 
Mr.  T.  Davis  weighed-in  roach.  On  March  28  we  have  a 
smoking  concert  and  visit  to  our  new  host,  on  which 
occasion  I  hope  to  see  a  large  muster  of  anglers  and 
friends. — T.  Paternostee. 

Bonxore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  ComwaU- 
road,  Notting  Hill.— On  March  22  thirty-two  members 
favoured  us  with  their  presence  during  the  evening;  the 
re-election  of  officers  took  place,  when  Mr.  Parker  was 
elected  as  check  secretary ;  Mr.  Love,  delegate ;  Mr. 
Weeks  and  Mr.  Dagwoithy,  re-eko'el  as  chairman  and 
secretary  respectively. — H.  Dagwoethy. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Societyi 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.  — On  March  20  ia  the  competition 
at  St.  Margaret's,  blanks  were  the  order  of  the  day. 
By  a  mistake  in  last  week's  report  I  credited  Mr,  Boddy 
with  perch— it  should  have  been  Mr.  Hopper,  perch 
(heaviest,  U^oz.).  The  next  return  visit,  No  1  Eastern 
District,  takes  place  at  the  above  club  on  March  28,  when 
all  clubs  are  cordially  invited. — P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— Will  our  members  please 
attend  next  Wednesday  night,  as  we  have  some  important 
business  to  discuss  ?  I  hope  our  friends  will  not  forget 
our  visit  on  Match  28. — B.  Boxall. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will 
be  to  the  Anglers'  Pride  A.S.,  heldat  the  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.,  on  Tuesday,  29th 
inst.— W. 

Chaucer  Angling  Society.— On  March  18  we  held 
our  annual  smoking  concert  and  presentation  of  prizes  at 
the  King's  Head  Hotel,  ths  chair  baing  taken  by  the 
president,  Mr.  R.  Clay,  who  presented  the  prizes.  The 
president's  prize,  a  roach  pole,  was  won  by  Mr.  B.  Laws, 
with  a  roaoh  weighing  21b.  After  the  toast  of  "The 
Queen,"  the  progi'amme,  which  was  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  C.  Smith,  was  well  carried  out.  During  the 
the  past  season  nineteen  members  have  weighsd-in 
2cwt.  2qr.  of  fish. — J.  E.  Conlam. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.  —  I 
hope  members  will  not  forget  that  next  Tuesday  is  the 
last  week  of  our  financial  year,  when  all  must  be  clear  of 
the  books.  Any  member  not  clear  by  April  5  will  be 
fined  as  per  rule. — P.  Twyman. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road.— On  March  20  eight  of  our 
members  fished  in  the  A.B.  Competition  at  St.  Mir- 
garet's,  without  success.  One  of  the  members  left. on  the 
bank,  near  Ratty's  Weir,  a  small  winch  and  abjut  ioOyds. 
silk  line.  If  any  brother  angler  has  f  jund  it,  and  will 
kindly  forward  it  to  the  clubhouse,  he  will  greatly  oblige. 
—Phil. 

Crown  and  Buckland   Piscatorial  Society, 

Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C. —  Our 
concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  wai  a  great  success. 
The  rjom  was  crowded,  and  a  good  collection  (which  will 
be  announced  shortly)  was  made.  Mr,  Frank  Newton 
made  an  excellent  chairman,  and  was  supported  by  many 
eminent  artistes.  Mr.  Thorang  (St.  John's  A.S.)  spoke 
very  strongly  in  favour  of  the  A.B.S.,  pointing  out  that 
it  was  by  the  c:)llection3  made  at  these  concerts  and 
competitions  that  the  society  was  able  to  be  so  generous 
to  those  in  distress.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  Clerken- 
well  and  district  visiting  list  takes  place  at  this  society  on 
April  12.— G.  H.  Feanklin. 

Dalston  Augiing  Society,  Brownlow  Anns, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  March  20  several  of  my 
members  competed  at  St.  Margaret's,  but  no  luck.  Mr. 
T,  Thompson,  sen.,  had  some  very  nice  roach  from  other 


waters,  but  owing  to  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  weather 
and  water  his  take  was  less  than  was  expected.  Will 
members  please  note  that  Tuesday  next  will  be  quarterly 
night  ?— S.  Malby. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway-road,  N. — Several  members  were  out 
sea  fishing  on  the  20th,  returning  with  a  large  number 
of  dabs,  soles,  &c. — A.  Clayton. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-road, 
Tottenham — Our  members  have  been  busy  during  the 
last  fortnight.  On  March  14  Mr.  J.  Dyer  had  a  nice  show 
of  dace  about  141b.  (heavipst  lOJoz  ) ;  Mr.  W.  8.  Price 
had  about  81b.  On  the  16th  Mr.  F.  Reed  had  a  fine  show 
of  fish— one  chub,  21b.  7Joz.  ;  ona  perch,  lib.  6oz. ;  and 
about  81b.  of  nice  roach.  On  the  18th  Messrs.  T.  Barlow 
and  G.  Baynton  had  a  fine  show  of  roach.  Mr.  Baynton 
had  thr.'e  turning  the  pound,  and  four  or  five  just  under. 
On  the  22nd  Messrs.  T.  Barlow  had  a  chub  21b.  Goz,,  and 
some  good  roach;  F.  Reed,  abiut  71b.  of  roach,  several 
nearly  lib.  ;  C.  Baynton,  roash  ;  W.  S.  Price,  chub,  roach, 
and  dace,  one  chub  21b.  loz.— W.  S.  Peice. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russall,  Isledon-rcad, 
N. — We  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  on  March  13,  Mr, 
C.  Ellis  leading,  with  201b.  4Joz.  Messrs.  Sharpless, 
Stebblngs,  and  Evans  also  woighed-ia.  On  March  20, 
Messrs.  Evans,  roac'a  and  dace,  111b.  23z.  ;  C.  Ellis, 
roach,  71b.  lloz.  ;  W.  Ellis,  roach,  31b.  13oz.  ;  Callcutt 
and  Stebbings,  roach.  There  was  a's)  a  nice  tray  of 
roaoh,  dace,  and  bream  on  view  ;  about  201b.  We 
compete  for  a  box  of  cigars  on  the  27th,  gross  weight, 
from  any  open  water.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  the 
28th,  to  arrange  supper,  &o.,  when  all  membars  are 
requested  to  attend. — W.  Lawrence. 

Good  Intent  Anglin?  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shon  ditch. — There  was  a  fair  attendance 
of  members  on  March  22.  The  auditors  read  the  balance- 
sheet,  which  was  passed.  One  of  our  members,  Mr. 
Bosswood,  came  in  seventh  in  the  competition  at  St, 
Margaret's  on  March  20. —R.  M. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  Birmondsey,  S.E.— On  Tuesday  evening 
next,  at  8.30,  Mr.  F,  Lee  will  show  fifty-seven  lantern 
slides,  "  A  Trip  on  a  Norfolk  River."  Lecturer,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Rich.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  S3e  any  brother 
angler  or  friend  present.  During  the  evening  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  and  Anglers'  Benevolent  Socisties 
collecting  boxes  will  be  opened. — W.  R. 

Hoztou  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.— The  fourth  Bohemian 
concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
evening,  April  5.  The  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  J, 
Jennings  (Bostonian),  faced  by  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  (St, 
John's)  ;  pianist,  Mr.  Bert  Ingram. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road.— Our  match  at  Ware  on  March  20 
was  well  attended.  Winners  as  follows  :  Mr.  F.  Boys, 
first;  Mr.  Wilks,  second  ;  Mr.  E.  Challis,  third  ;  leaving' 
three  prizes  to  go  for  March  27  ;  conditions  as  before. 
Will  members  kindly  remember  ttat  quarterly  night  will  be 
next  Tuesday,  March  29,  when  the  books  must  be  clear.— 
J.  H.  Herbert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — The  two  prizes 
competed  for  on  March  20  were  net  taken.  They  will  be 
fished  for  again  on  March  27,  on  any  part  of  the  Lea 
navigation,  any  weight  of  eligible  fish  to  take  a  prize  ;  in 
the  event  of  these  prizes  not  being  taken  on  this  day,  they 
will  be  fished  for  again,  with  three  other  "  specials,"  on 
Wednesday  next;  same  conditions. — H.  B. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— We  are  stiil 
having  fair  but  cold  weather,  and  trout  anglers  with  the 
fly  should  be  having  sport,  though  I  have  heard  of  no  one 
doing  anything  particular.  A  few  have  been  taken  worm 
fishing  in  the  Alyn,  and  this  river  is  being  practically 
ruined  by  indiscriminate  so  called  sport.  Some  trout  have 
also  been  had  from  the  Rivington  ressrvoirs,  where  the 
fishing  opened  on  the  loth,  and  there  will  be  in  future 
plenty  of  sport  to  be  had  in  these  waters,  and  Liverpool 
anglers  will  do  well  to  spend  their  spare  days  in  trying 
these  reservoirs,  which  can  ba  done  at  a  reasonable  cost. 
We  have  been  assiduously  trying  to  obtain  further  fishing 
concessions,  but  there  being  now  three  other  clubs  in  the 
city  on  the  look  out  it  is  uphill  work,  and  wiU  eventuate 
in  some  cuo  paying  too  dear  for  their  whistle.— Rd, 
Woolfall. 

Slaldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 

Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — The  angling  season 
was  brought  to  a  close  here  with  a  competition  and 
smoking  conceit,  and  lantern  entertainment  given  by  Mr, 
Ward,  of  the  Bostonian  Anglers'  Society.  The  com- 
petitors brought  in  some  very  good  fish,  princif  a'ly  roach, 
and  the  names  of  the  winners  were  as  follows :  First.  Ben 
Bevers  ;  second,  S.  Vince  :  third,  T.  Springett ;  fourth, 
F.  Willsmer.  The  competition  for  London  anglers  was 
well  contested,  and  resulted  as  follows  :  Fir^t,  T.  Kenny; 
second,  W.  Cook ;  third,  L.  Hunt.  I  have  to  thank  the 
donors  of  the  prizes  on  behalf  of  the  winners  for  their 
kindness  in  promoting  the  contests.  The  names  of  thcsa 
gentlemen  who  contributed  the  prizes  were  Mr.  Jones  (of 
the  Bostonian  Anglers),  Mr.  G.  May,  Mr.  Merryweather, 
Mr.  G.  Wrake.  Mr.  Hamilton  kindly  presided  as  chair- 
man during  the  smoking  concert,  ani  some  capital  songs 
were  sung  by  Messrs.  MUls,  Jones,  Hearn,  Kenny, 
Hamilton,  aid  others.  The  pictures  shown  by  Mr.  Ward 
were  very  good — both  amusing  and  instructive — and  many 
thanks  are  due  to  him  for  his  kindness  and  trouble  in 
entertaining  the  anglers.  Mr.  Wrake  has  made  arrange- 
ments with  Mr.  Lomas  to  take  o.'er  the  Langford  waters 
again  next  season,  up  to  Sept.  29,  when,  I  regret  to  say, 
Mr.  Lomas  is  leaving  Langford  Hall,  and  then  arrange- 
ments to  continue  the  fishery  will  probably  be  made  with 
the  new  tenant.   Several  pike  have  been  taken  up  to  the 


228 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  26,  1898 


15th  by  Springett,  Kenny,  ard  Keen ;  also  a  nice  perch, 
lib  ,  by  F.  Ketu. 

North-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  WedoeBday, 
March  30,  there  will  be  a  special  meetirg.  On  Thursday, 
April  21,  we  have  our  annual  sapper. — A.  Lewis. 

Fhaeiii:^  Ang'ling'  Society,  The  Crown,  Panoras- 
road,  N  W. — Messrs.  Tayler  and  Hedges  won  the  final 
prizes.  I  hope  the  spirit  of  qaaiterly  night  will  move 
some  of  our  menibars  to  the  club  next  meeting. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Fiscatoriala.  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  March  20  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs,  G.  Winsby,  J.  Yule,  C.  Brett,  J. 
Reeve,  and  Geo.  Keene.  I  should  very  much  like  to  see 
all  members  present  on  Tuesday  next,  March  29.  It  is 
the  last  meeting  night  of  the  season,  and  there  is  some 
very  important  business  to  be  done. — Geo.  Keene. 

Biose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Uarcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street. — Several  of  our  niembers  fished 
the  Lea  on  March  20  (three  in  the  competition,  the  others 
at  Ware),  but  only  two  weighed-in,  taking  first  and  second 
in  th3  competition.  I  trust  all  those  members  that  can 
attend  next  Monday  will  do  so.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Boyal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— -It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that 
I  have  to  record  the  death  of  our  mcs";  ejteemed  host,  Mr. 
Galloway,  which  has  naturally  caused  everything  con- 
nected with  the  club  to  be  at  a  standstill  for  the  present. 
Our  memb.^rs  will  feel  Mr.  Galloway's  loss  very  keenly,  he 
having  always  had  the  interests  of  our  club  at  heart. — T. 
Gibbons. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  San, 
Prince's-road,  Kennington. — Our  return  visit  to  the  Royal 
George  on  March  2.3  was  cancelled  owing  to  the  death  of 
their  respected  host,  Mr.  R.  Galloway.  Our  society  wish 
to  express  their  sympathy  with  the  Royal  George  Society 
at  the  loss  of  their  good  friend.  A  letter  of  condolence 
has  also  lean  sent  to  his  widow.  March  30  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  all  members  must  clear  up  finally. 
A  special  meetiag  will  also  take  place  for  important 
business. — H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society,  The 
Knights  of  St.  John,  Queen's-terrace,  N.W. —A  roving 
compatition  wiU  take  place  on  March  27,  in  the  Lea,  for 
prizes  left  over  from  lafct  outing.  Members  please  note. 
Our  smoking  concert  of  the  14. h  passed  off  in  a  most 
sitisfdctory  manner,  the  room  being  full,  and  some 
excellent  songs  were  given  du  iag  the  evening  by  Messrs. 
Warscp,  Brooker,  &c.,  the  chair  being  taken  by  our 
worthy  host,  Mr.  Label  (assisted  by  our  president  and 
■others),  to  whom  we  retm-n  our  best  thanks. — H.  B. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — During  the  last  week  several 
members  hive  had  fish.  Mr.  Ravenhill  jack  (heaviest 
5ilb.),  from  our  private  fishery.  There  are  still  some 
prizes  left  from  the  last  competition  to  fish  for.  We  have 
arranged  to  have  an  open  roving  match  on  March  27. 
Members  please  uote  next  Tuesday  (meeting  night)  will 
ba  quarterly  night,  when  all  are  requested  to  put  in  an 
appearancs,  as  we  have  a  lot  of  important  business  to 
discuss. — E.  .Jennings. 

South  Iiondon  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Monday, 
21st,  at  the  St.  Thomas  A.S.,  Spread  Eagle,  Stangate- 
street,  Lambeth,  when  sixteen  clubs  were  well  repre- 
sented. The  next  visit  goes  to  the  South  Bermondsey 
Piscatoriils,  Rotherhithe  New-road  — Alf.  Painter. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road. — Owing  to  great  alterations  going  on  at 
our  headquarters,  we  shall  hold  our  visit  at  the  Eagle 
Hotel  (Chesnut-road,  High-road,  Tottenham),  on  Tues- 
day, April  5.  We  enjoyed  our  vi.sit  to  the  Walthamstow 
Brothers  immensely. — E.  Haynes. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — A  special  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  March  30,  to  arrange  annual  concert  and 
distribution  of  priats. — S.  J.  H. 

Yarmouth  and  Gorleston  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation.— This  association  held  its  second  annual  smoker 
at  Winton's  Assembly  Rooms,  Yarmouth,  on  Friday  even- 
ing last.  The  genial  president  of  the  Yarmouth  Pisca- 
torial Society  (Mr.  Frank  Burton)  occupied  the  chair,  and 
was  supported  by  a  large  company  of  most  of  the  pro- 
.minent  anglers  of  the  district.  A  capital  programme  had 
lejn  arranged,  towards  which  Messrs.  J.  Eastwood,  E. 
Barr,  A.  Bensley,  J.  Watts,  Len  Presse,  Sergt. -Major 
MoMinns,  and  W.  F.  Goode  contributed.  During  the 
evening  some  beautiful  lantern  views  illustrative  of  the 
.Norfolk  rivers  and  broads  (kindly  lent  by  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  and  a  number  of  local  gentle- 
men) were  shown,  and  were  much  appreciated,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Tunbridge  being  the  lecturer.  The  association's  £21 
challenge  shield  and  gold  medals  were  presented  to  the 
winning  team — the  Working  Men's  Angling  Society — the 
recipients  being  Messrs.  A.  Coleman,  Geo.  Coleman, 
G.  H.  Taylor,  and  C.  Phillips.  Mr.  Burton  made  the 
presentation,  and  Mr.  G.  Starling,  chairman  of  the  club, 
responded  on  behalf  of  the  winners.  The  arrangements 
were  all  admirably  carried  out,  and  a  very  enjoyable  even- 
ing was  spent. — E.  W.  Buckle. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  (Vice-President)  occupied  the 
chair  at  a  meeting  of  this  association,  held  this  week  at 
Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell.  Delegates  from  thirty, 
seven  clubs  were  present.  The  minutes  of  the  general 
committee  showed  that  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  had  resigned 
the  offices  of  hen.  treasurer  and  committeeman,  and  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him  for  his  services. 
The  chairman  remarked  that  Mr.  Pa;iker  had  not  left 
them  in  any  bad  spirit.    They  all  knew  he  was  an  enthu- 


siastic sea  angler,  and  he  simply  resigned  his  offices 
because  his  heart  was  in  the  sport  of  salt  water  angling. 
He  was  now,  as  a  result,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  He  thought 
the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Parker  was  well  deserved.  A 
discussion  ensued  regarding  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Soeiety,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  making  a  telliog  speech,  ^yhich 
was  much  applauded.  He  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  "  That  this  asscc'ation  reoommtnds  to  the  A.B.S. 
the  desirability  of  holding  an  annual  meeting,  and  so 
farther  the  interests  and  greater  emphasise  the  good 
work  of  tVe  society."  Mr.  B.  Murphy  seconded 
the  resolution,  which  was  carried  unanimously.  The' 
Chairman,  referring  to  the  prosperous  condition  of  the 
A.B.S.,  said  it  had  a  balance  of  upwards  of  £600,  after 
very  rarely  refusing  an  application  for  relief.  It  was 
stated  that  light  green  would  be  the  colour  of  the  associa- 
tion's railway  privilege  tickets  for  the  season  of  1893-99. 
A  new  club,  the  Prince  Albert  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Woodfield-road,  Harrow-road,  was  earolled,  after 
the  usual  inquiries  as  to  rules,  sizes  of  fish,  &c.,  had  been 
made,  and  the  chairman  had  administered  what  he 
described  ss  the  "  statutory  caution."  Visiting  cffioers 
Pranklia,  Pain':er,  and  Harris  gave  in  their  reports,  the 
former  mentioning  that  at  the  Walthamstow  Brothers  the 
A.B.S.  box  contained  £0  10s.  6d.  Messrs.  Stookdale, 
Gibbons,  and  Keen  were  elected  auditors  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Mr.  Ghurney  (secretary)  said  he  had  duly  communi- 
cated with  the  Fishmongers'  Company  as  to  the  close 
season,  and  the  company,  he  had  been  informed  by  Mr. 
Matthews,  had  i  sued  notices  drawing  at'ention  to  the 
fact  that  the  sale  of  freshwater  fish  was  now  illegal. 
Cheques  were  ordered  to  be  drawn  for  £68  9s.  6d.,  and  in 
this  connection  the  chairman  referred  to  the  strong 
position  the  association  was  in  financially.  A  delegate 
referred  to  a  society  in  West  London  as  a  "bogus 
club."  The  members  paid  no  subscriptions  and  held  no 
meetings,  yet  had  the  association's  tickets.  It  was  decided 
to  at  once  communicate  with  the  officiala  of  the  club,  the 
chairman  saying  that  it  was  a  matter  which  ought  to  be 
inquired  into.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed 
the  meetirg. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  E.  Foreman  took  the  chair  on  Monday  evening  at 
the  weekly  meeting  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  and  there 
was  an  exc3llent  company  present  to  hear  reports  as  to 
re-stocking  the  society's  waters  at  Newbury  and  Radlett. 
Messrs.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  Frank  Ward,  and  E.  McFee 
first  gave  an  interesting  description  cf  the  trout  placed  in 
the  Moor  stream,  and  said  they  were,  on  the  whole,  a  very 
nice  sample  of  Looh  Levens  and  rainbows.    Some  of  the 
youngsters  were  exceptionally  lively,  and  commerced  to 
rise  immediately  they  were  transferred  to  the  water.  The 
rainbows  in  fact  were  so  anxious  to  be  consigaed  to  more 
congenial  quarters  that  they  actually  jumped  out  of  the 
huge  cans  in  which  they  travelled  by  rail.  Another 
pleasing  feature  in  connection  with  the  visit  of  the  gentle- 
men named  was  that  several  jack  were  wired  in  the  Moor 
stream,  and  at  the  present  moment  very  few  of  these 
"  tyrants  "  are  left  to  harry  the  new  arrivals.  Mr. 
Horaca  H.  Brown,  with  Messrs.  D.  Kemp  and  M.  G.  E. 
de  Courcy  (hon.  sec.)  had  anything  but  a  delightful  after- 
noon at  Radlett.    'The  most  pronounced  Scotch  mist  fell 
duting  the  whole  time  they  were  at  the  Ver,  rendering  their 
task  hardly  an  enjoyable  one.    However,  a  number  of  two- 
year-old  Loch  Levens  were  placedinthat  stream  atdifferent 
spots,  not  one  trout  in  the  whole  consignment  having  been 
lost.  Here  again  the  fish  were  disporting  themselves  as  soon 
as  they  wore  deposited  in  the  water.  In  all  750  Loch  Levens 
and  rainbows  were  added  to  the  alrealy  well  stocked 
waters  before  mentioned.    It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add 
that  the  meeting  passed  a  most  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  gentlemen  who  had  so  kindly  superintended  the 
arrangements,  and  taken  so  much  trouble  to  ensure  the 
very  satisfactory  result  alluded  to.    Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters 
name  was  especially  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  re- 
stocking business.    He  had  devoted  much  anxious  care  to 
the  matter,  and  upon  him  had  fallen  the  brunt  of  the 
long  and  tedious  negotiations  with  the  trout-rearing  estab- 
lishments in  trier  to  secure  the  fish  needed.    Mr.  McFee, 
indeed,  suggested  that  the  society  should  alter  the  name 
of  the  Moor  stream  and  call  it  the  "  Bywater,"  in  honour 
of  their  friend.    The  chairman  fully  agreed  that  the 
members  would  only  be  too  delighted  to  express  their  appre- 
ciation of  Mr.  Bywater's  servicas  ia  any  way.   They  could 
not  give  him  a  gold  medal,  and  if  they  offered  him  a  dinner 
he  would  probably  not  ac3ept  it.    He  thought  Mr. 
IVIcFee's  proposal  a  very  good  one,  and  if  the  members 
thought  so,  too,  and  of  this  he  had  not  the  slightest 
doubt,  they  would  soon  drop  the  title  "Moor  stream," 
arid  turn  it  into  the  "  Bywater."    Argling  news  was,  as 
might  be  anticipated,  very  meagre.    It  was  left  for  Mr. 
Bridgeman  to  recount  the  most  amusing  experience.  This 
gentleman  had  been  sea  fishing,  and  his  captures  (thanks 
to  sundry  outrageous  proceedings  on  the  part  of  a  brand 
new  winch  he  had  purchased,  the  works  of  which  refused 
to  perform  their  natural  functions),  were  first  of  all,  the 
piles  (of  the  pier  he  it  said),  then  he  nearly  hooked  a  frieud, 
and  after  vainly  endeavouring  to  land  some  of  the  supports 
of  the  fishing  platform,  he  wound  up  by  hooking — 
himself  !    He  did,  however,  catch  a  few  dabs,  but  the 
average  weight  was,  as  far  as  he  could  gaeai  (they  were 
not  placed  in  the  scales)  Joz.    On  Monday  next  Mr.  W. 
Senior  is  down  to  read  a  paper  before  the  members,  the 
chair  to  be  taken  at  8  p.m.  sharp.         M.  G.  E.  DB  C. 


There  is  no  known  antidote  for  the  bite  of  the  tiger- 
snake  of  Australia.  Persons  bitten  die  almost  instantly. 
There  is  a  standing  offer  of  £1000  for  a  remedy. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  fifth  annual  general  meeting  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  was  held  at  their  headquarters,  the 
Cannon-street  Hotel,  on  Wednesday  last,  March  23,  Mr. 
Edward  McFee  in  the  chair.  Dr.  Chas.  S.  Patterson, 
hon.  secretary  (pro  tern.),  read  the  notice  calling  the  meet- 
ing, and  also  the  minutes  cf  the  special  general  meeting 
held  on  March  2,  which  were  confirmed,  after  which  were 
read  and  confirmed  the  minutes  of  the  annual  general 
meeting  held  on  March  3,  1897.  The  chairman  proposed, 
and  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  seconded,  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  for  1897,  and  the  balance-sheet 
to  Dec.  31,  1897,  be  accepted.  These  were  taken 
as  read,  each  member  having  had  a  copy.  Mr.  Ricketts, 
in  speaking  of  the  loss  on  la  it  year's  dinner, 
suggested  that  the  next  be  held  at  the  Troiadero. 
Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  replying,  said  as  regards  the 
Trocadero,  doubtless  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel  would 
give  an  equally  good  dinner  at  the  same  price.  The  real 
object  of  having  dinners  was  to  bring  and  keep  the 
members  of  the  society  closer  together,  which  object  would 
not  be  served  if  the  dinners  were  held  away  from  head- 
quarters. The  secretary  then  read  communications  from 
J.  Wrench  Towse,  Esq.,  secretary  to  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  E.  Semple,  E-q  ,  M.D.,  T.  F.  Barrow,  Esq., 
and  others  who  were  unavoidably  absent.  The  chairman 
then  proposed,  and  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  seconded,  that 
Sir  Ed.  Birkbeck  be  re-elected  as  president,  which  was 
carried  unanimously.  The  hon.  sec.  announced  that 
Messrs.  Henry  Ball  and  Gerald  Geoghegan  had  resigned 
their  office  as  vice-presidents,  and  that  the  committee  had 
filled  the  vacancies  with  the  names  of  the  Hon.  A.  E. 
Pellowes,  MP.,  and  T.  T.  Bucknill,  Esq.,  Q.C., 
M.P.  These  gentlemen  were  then  put  forward 
with  the  other  vice-presidents,  all  being  elected  nem.  con. 
The  hon.  secretary  then  notified  the  resignations  from  the 
committee  of  Messrs.  T.  F.  Barrow  and  C.  I.  Noble. 
Fifteen  members  of  the  committee  were  then  elected  by 
ballot,  the  following  being  chosen  to  ssrve:  C.  J  Ball, 
G.  Read  Clarke,  Capt.  Gordon  Graham,  J.  N.  Hearn, 
Edward  McFee,  F.  W.  Norman,  A.  W.  Parker,  W.  0. 
Parkhurst.  Dr.  F.  Semple,  Hy.  Simmons,  A.  W.  Tavlor, 
D.  0.  R.  Williams,  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  C.  O.  Minchin, 

A.  E.  Litchfield.  The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  R.  Biddulph 
Martin,  M.P.  ;  the  hon.  solicitor,  Mr.  Percy  Dawson,  and 
Messrs.  H.  Barker  and  A>  Wright,  auditors,  were  than 
elected.  Mr.  Simmons  proposed  that  Dr.  0.  S.  Pattei-son 
be  hon.  secretary  for  1898,  and  moved  that  the  society 
owed  him  many  thanks  for  the  work  he  had  done  daring 
the  last  two  months  on  behalf  of  the  society.  This  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Ricketts  and  carried  ne»i  con.  Dr. 
Patterson  replied  briefly,  thanking  the  members  for  the 
honour  they  had  done  him,  and  assured  them  that  he 
would  do  whatever  he  could  for  the  interests  of  the 

B.  S.A.S.  The  hon.  secretary  farther  asked  the  members 
to  assist  him  in  any  way  they  could  to_  acquire 
information,  so  that  reliable  agencies  might  be 
established  at  all  desirable  sea  fishing  resorts,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  MinoLin  and  Parke;:'s  efforts,  and 
hoped  members  would  try  to  emulate  their  example, 
and  said  that  if  they  did  so  the  B.S.A.S.  would  soon  be  a 
power  to  be  reckoned  with.  He  also  mentimed  that  last 
year's  tickets  did  not  entitle  the  holders  to  any  privileges 
now  that  all  B.S.A.S.  agents  had  been  instructed  to 
grant  special  terms  only  to  holders  of  current  tickets. 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  chairman  asked  for  suggestions  as  to 
the  establishment  of  branches  of  the  B.S.A.S.  The 
following  gentlemen  then  gave  the  meeting  the  benefit  of 
their  rejent  fishing  exper.'eacss  :  Messrs.  Ricketts,  Parker, 
G.  Read  Clarke.  In  reply  to  an  iaquiry,  the  hon.  sec. 
stated  that  the  present  balance  at  the  society's  bankers 
wa?  over  £300.  Mr.  Vaughan  asked  as  to  the  right  of 
fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Essex  Colne,  and  stated  that, 
as  far  as  he  could  learn,  this  was  not  permitted,  except  by 
special  licence.  The  hon.  sec.  stated  he  would  make 
inquiries.-  The  hon.  sec.  stated,  in  replying  to  a  member  who 
asked  as  to  the  jealousy  which  was  said  to  exist  between  the 
members  who  were  purely  saltwater  anglers  and  those 
who  also  fished  in  freshwater,  that  he  believed  the 
unification  of  subscription  had  entirely  done  away  with 
any  animus  which  might  have  existed.  The  usual  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting.  Members  are 
reminded  that  the  annual  dinner  will  be  held  on  April  27. 
R.  Biddulph  Martin,  Esq.,  M.P.,  has  kindly  consented 
to  take  the  chair,  and  T.  T,  Bucknill,  Esq.,  Q.C.,  M.P., 
the  vice-chair.        Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 

This  annual  event  took  place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
in  the  Piscatorial  Rooms,  on  Fric'ay,  March  18.  Sixty- 
eight  sat  down,  inclading  twenty-two  of  the  liver  keepers 
engaged  between  Staines  and  Isle  worth.  Mr.  Alfred 
Nutball,  J.P.  (chairman  of  the  T.A.P.S.)  presided,  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen  (vice-chairman  of  the  'T.A.P.S.)  and 
Douglas  (head  river  keeper)  occupying  the  heads  of  two 
other  tables.  The  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  H.  Whitmore  Higgins) 
read  letters  regretting  absence  from  Mr.  R.  B.  Maraton 
{Fishing  Gazette),  the  editor  of  the  Angler,  Mr.  M. 
Davenport,  J.P.,  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  Major  Terry,  Mr. 
C.  H.Wheeley,  Mr.  S.  Shum,  Mr.  T.  Goodman,  Mr.  W. 
Hunter,  jun.,  Mr.  J.  B.  Richardson,  and  Dr.  Startin. 
The  toasts  were  as  follows  ;  "The  Queen,"  "The  River 
Keepers,"  "The  Chairman,"  and  "The  Honorary 
Secretary  and  Treasurer."  After  the  usual  loyal 
toasts,  and  permis  ion  being  given  to  enjoy  the 
"  fragrant  weed,"  the  chairman  proposed  the  toast 
of  "The  River  Keepers,"  enumerating  the  works  per- 
formed by  himself  and  colleagues  in  the  past,  aided  by 
Eome  of  those  who  were  seated  round  the  table._  The 
chairman  dwelt  especially  upon  the  greet  desirability  of 
the  keepers  looking  after  their  own  interests  quite  as 
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mncli  or  more  than  those  of  the  society,  seeing  that  the 
better  the  sport  they  got  the  more  patrons  they  were 
Jikely  to  have.  Mr.  Rough  (of  the  Thames  Conservancy) 
and  Mr.  Douglas  (head  river  keeper)  replied  to  the  toast. 
Mr.  Crumplen  afterwards  proposed  the  toast  of  The 
Chairman,"  to  which  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall  suitably 
responded.  Mr.  C.  B.  Nuthall,  J. P.,  then  submitted  the 
toast  of  "  The  Hon.  Ses.  and  Treasurer,"  and  concluded 
by  faying  that  he  mas  so  gratified  at  the  success  of  the 
meeting,  and  the  recent  netting,  that  be  vpould  give  the 
society  two  guineas.  Mr.  Higgins,  in  responding,  asked 
the  river  keepers  to  help  him  in  furthering  the  work  of 
the  society  by  suggesting  that  each  of  their  patrons  might 
be  asked  to  subscribe  to  its  funds,  as,  if  this  were  done,  an 
appreciable  increase  of  income  could  fairly  be  expected. 
The  chairman  then  proposed  "The  Health  of  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen,"  whose  reply  also  dwelt  upon  the  amount  of 
good  the  river  keepers  could  do,  not  only  in  stopp'n^ 
poaching,  &o.,  but  by  acting  up  to  the  wishes  expressed 
by  their  hon.  sec.  and  treasurer.  During  the  evening  a 
well  rendered  musical  programme  was  carried  out  under 
the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Mr.  Walter  Back,  assisted 
by  his  friends,  Messrs.  Fred  Stephens,  Webb,  Jewell, 
Cox,  and  others.  A  very  jovial  evening  caaie  to  a  close 
by  the  singing  of  the  National  Anthem  and  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne."  As  usual,  a  packet  of  tobacco  from  Mr.  Nuthall 
and  a  briar  pipe  from  the  editor  of  the  fts/n/igi  Gazette 
were  presented  to  each  of  the  twenty -three  river  keepers. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  OPEN  ANGLING 
COMPETITION  (MARCH  20). 
On  the  20th  inst.  421  competitors  assembled  at  St. 
Margaret's  to  compete  for  the  48  prizes  that  were  offered, 
but  owing  to  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  water  and  wind 
there  were  only  nine  competitors  able  to  weigh-in  as 
follows : 

lb.  oz.  dr. 

A.  Payne,  Rose  and  Crown  (first)    1    12  0 

J.  Wigley,  Bermondsey  Bros,  (second)  ...    0   12  1 
W.  Glover,  Rose  and  Crown  (third)...    ...    0   11  0 

-  G.  Etherington,  Peckham  Bros,  (fourth)..    0    10^  2 

N.  Martin,  Izaak  Walton  (fifth)    0     6*^  0 

W.  Boswood,  Good  Intent  (sixth)    0     3f  0 

L.  Light,  unattached  (seventh)   0     1^  3 

A.  Downs,  Original  Alexandra  (eighth)  ...    0     1  1 

J.  Osborne,  Great  Northern  (ninth)   0     1  0 

Mr.  A.  Payne  weighed-in  the  heaviest  roach,  14oz.  3dr. 
The  competition  will  be  resumed  on  March  27,  under 
the  same  rules  and  conditions  ;  winners  on  the  20th  barred. 
Any  gentleman  wishing  to  compete  can  do  so  who  hold 
tickets,  and  anyone  can  take  a  ticket  who  did  not  have  one 
on  the  20th.  Since  my  last  report  I  have  much  pleasure  to 
announce  two  prizes  from  the  Seymour  Brothers,  one  the 
value  lOs.,  the  other  7s.  ;  also  a  prize  from  the  Clissold 
A.S.  S.  Malby,  Hon.  Sec. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS,  1898. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that,  in  addition 
to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  week-end  tickets  to  the 
East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  district  (Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh, 
South  wold,  Hunstanton,  &c.)  which  are  issued  from 
Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London  and  suburban 
stations,  they  will,  on  Thursday,  April  7,  issue  special 
cheap  excursion  tickets  from  London  (Liverpool-street), 
&e.,  via  the  cathadral  cities  of  Ely  and  Lincoln,  to 
Doncaster,  York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scarborough, 
Darlington,  Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
&c.,  also  to  the  principal  towns  served  by  their  trains  in 
Cambridge,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk. 

Tickets  (both  ordinary  and  ex'iursion),  &c.,  can  be 
obtained  in  advaTice  at  Liverpool-street  Station  and  at  the 
company's  West-end  offices,  2,  Cockspur-street,  Trafalgar- 
square  ;  51,  New  Oxford-street;  215,  Edgware-road  ;  and 
120,  Brompton-road ;  and  at  their  other  City  and  West- 
end  booking  offices. 

In  addition  to  relieving  trains,  special  trains  wiU  be  run 
from  Liverpool-street  on  Thursday  at  8.20  a.m.,  1.35, 
4.10,  and  7.12  p.m.  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
&c. ;  at  1.30  p.m.  to  Ipswich,  Nor^vich,  Cromer,  &o. ;  at 
1:30  and  4.10  p  m.  to  Walton-on-Naze ;  and  at  1.30, 
4.10  p.m.,  and  12.3  night  (supper  train)  to  Clacton-on- 
Sea.  On  Good  Friday,  at  5.10  a.m.,  to  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  &c. ;  and  at  8.55  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  &c..  For  the  accommodation  of  persons  de- 
tained at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  11.50 
p.m.  for  Norwich  via  Cambridge  ;  and  at  11.55  p.m.  for 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations. 

On  Easter  Monday  special  excursion  trains  will  run 
from  St.  Pancras  to  Cambridge,  Ely,  and  Yarmouth; 
and  from  Liverpool-street  to  Soutbead-on-Sei,  Clacton- 
on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excur- 
sion tickets  vrill  be  issued  to  Bpping  Forest,  Broxbourne, 
and  Rye  Hous?.  A  special  service  of  trains  will  ba  run 
from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  and  Gospel  Oak 
to  Epping  Forest,  and  from  Liverpool-street  to  Rye 
House. 


YOUNG  TROUT  AT  LONDON 
FISHMONGERS. 
Has  any  trout  breeder  lost  a  fine  lot  of  two-year-old 
and  younger  trout  ?  We  are  sorry  to  say  a  quantity  of 
them  have  beep  selling  at  about  a  Is.  a  pound  at  London 
fishmongers.  They  were  such  an  even  lot  that  it  is  pretty 
certain  they  came  from  some  fish  breeder's  farm,  and 
probably  without  his  consent  or  knowledge. 


OPENING  OF  TROUT  FISHING  AT 
ROUNDHAY  PARK,  LEEDS. 
"  The  great  event  of  Tuesday  (March  15)  was  the  opening 
of  the  Upper  Lake  at  Roundhay.  Some  three  years  ago 
the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers 
determined  t)  stock  it  with  trout,  and  all  other  fish  were 
cleared  out.  Both  fry  and  yearlings  have  been  put  in 
from  time  to  time  during  that  period,  and  no  one  was 
allowed  to  wet  a  lin?  on  the  water  until  Tuesday  last.  As 
may  be  supposed,  there  was  a  great  gathering,  and  the 
capture  of  fish  immense.  It  was  decided,  in  the  first 
place,  that  for  the  first  few  months  fly  only  should  be 
allowed,  and  I  think  this  would  have  b.ea  the  wisest 
course  to  pursue.  This  rule  was,  at  the  last  moment, 
however,  relaxed,  and  every  kind  of  legitimate  bait  was 
allowed.  No  angler  is  permitted  on  this  water  to  take 
more  than  six  brace  of  fish  with  one  ticket,  but  when  he 
has  caught  that  number  he  can  go  and  purchase  another 
ticket  and  start  afresh.  A  friend  informed  me  that 
feveral  had  the  full  number  by  10  a.m.,  and  that  before 
dinner  time  150  trout  had  been  taken.  The  fish  were  not 
in  very  good  condition,  and  this  looks  as  though  there  was 
lack  of  food.  The  introduction  of  some  freshwater  shrimps, 
or  some  similar  Crustacea,  might  possibly  do  good.  The 
limit  to  size  is  Sin.  I  hear  that  one  was  taken  about  21b. 
in  weight.  On  the  previous  day  500  two-year-old  fish 
were  placed  in  the  lake.  These  were  obtained  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  and  were  a  capital  lot  of  fish,  some 
being  lOin.  in  length.  No  doubt  a  good  many  would  be 
captured  on  the  following  day,  as  they  would  bj  com- 
paratively tame.  That  is  why,  I  think,  it  is  a  mistake 
to  stock  with  two-year- olds,  yearlings  being  far  better. 
Mr.  Royston,  president  of  the  association,  who  was  present 
when  the  fish  were  turned  in,  told  me  that  there  was  not 
a  single  sickly  one  amongst  the  lot." — Halcyox,  in  Weekly 
Edition  of  Leeds  Mercury. 


LARGE  GRAYLING. 
"The  article  on  record  grayling,  which  appeared  in  the 
Field  of  March  5,  produced  an  interesting  letter  from  two 
correspondents  in  last  week's  issue.  In  his  article, 
'  Detached  Badger '  stated  that  the  largest  grayling  of 
recent  years  was  the  one  weighing  31b.  9oz.,  taken  on  the 
Test,  in  Hampshire,  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran,  on 
November  7,  1891.  Mr.  Frank  N.  StreatSeld,  however, 
states  that  in  1892  he  caught  one  on  the  Compton  water, 
on  the  Test,  weighing  31b.  14oz.,  and  in  1893  another 
exactly  the  same  weight,  and  iu  the  same  place.  These 
two  fish  were  taken  with  fly,  one  succumbing  to  the 
attraction  of  a  May  Fly,  and  the  other  taking  a  Welsh- 
man's Button.  Mr.  W.  S.  Caine,  of  Clapham  Cornmon, 
London,  is  the  other  correspondent.  He  says,  that  in  the 
first  week  of  June,  1885,  fishing  on  the  Itchen,  at  Bishop- 
ttoke,  he  caught,  with  the  May  Fly,  a  grayling  weighing 
31b.  12oz.  I  have  heard  of  41b.  and  even  5lb.  grayling,  but 
have  never  seen  one.  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  ia  his  '  Book 
of  Angling,'  states  that  he  has  caught  them  on  both  the 
Itchen  and  Test  up  to  41b.  in  weight,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
of  his  authority  on  the  subject." — Halcyon,  in  Weekly 
Edition  of  lieeds  Mercury. 


GOING  AND  COMING. 
March  came  in  boldly,  and  country  folks  ears  will  be 
strained  to  hear  the  notes  of  the  cuckoo,  and  their  eyes 
kept  wide  open  to  catch  sight  of  the  first  swallow  that,  as 
the  old  chestnut  goes,  does  not  make  a  summer.  Pike 
will  soon  be  going  up  quiet  watercourses  for  breeding 
purposes,  and  in  unprotected  districts  the  Sunday  morning 
wirers  will  be  busy  with  a  withy  bough  and  a  brass  wire 
at  the  end.  Birds  will  be  going,  the  fieldfare  and  redwing ; 
snipe  will  scon  be  getting  dark  feathers  under  their  wings 
and  on  their  breasts,  and  the  wild  ducks  in  the  southern 
half  of  England  will  be  going  to  nest.  I  once  knew  a  pair 
nest  on  the  head  of  a  withy  pollard.  The  bold 
"  chirruping  "  partridge  will  soon  be  heard,  clamouring  for 
a  partner.  Starlings  near  London  have  already  paired, 
and  some  of  the  house  sparrows  who  were  tempted  to 
build  their  nests  have  delayed  further  operations.  To 
tickle  a  ti-out  in  ashallowish  stream  is  a  delicate  operation, 
but  it  is  done  where  the  "  watching  "  is  only  intermittent. 
The  foxhounds  "  finding  "  a  vixen  will  very  soon  have  to 
be  whipped  off ;  and,  well,  certain  taxidermists  will,  in 
less  than  a  month,  be  enjoying  Thames  trout  for 
breikfast.  W.  P. 


HAWES  AND  HIGH  ABBOTSIDE 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  above  association  held  their  annual  meeting  at  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Hawes,  on  March  9.  The  treasurer's  report 
showed  that  the  club  is  in  good  state,  having  a  balance  of 
£48  Is.  lid.  after  paying  for  1000  yearling  last  season. 
The  secretary  reports  that  we  never  had  so  many  trout  as 
came  up  the  spawning  brooks  last  autumn,  and  that  there 
is  every  prospect  of  a  good  season  for  fishermen  on  this 
part  of  the  Yore.  The  meeting  decided  to  put  2000 
yearling  trout  in  our  river  next  week.  These  trout  are 
coming  from  the  Wyresdale  Fishery.  The  Earl  of  Wharn- 
oliSe  was  elected  president ;  Mr.  Piatt,  treasurer;  Mr.  B. 
Thompson,  secretary ;  Mr.  J.  Fawcett,  Crown  Hotel,  hon. 
assistant  sesretary.  Tickets,  day,  23. ;  week,  53. ;  season, 
10s.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  our  chairman,  Dr.  Grime,  con- 
cluded the  meeting.  J.  Fawcett. 


Me.  a.  W.  Homersham,  J. P.,  es-Mayor  of  Kingston- 
on-Thames,  will  preside  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Kingstoaians,  to  be  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  on  Tuesiay 
evening  next,  March  29. 


^otesj  from  tf)c  ^ortt). 

Some  of  the  north-country  papers  made  a  lot  of  the 
somewhat  sudden  advent  of  Dr.  "Jim"  and  Sir  John 
Willoughby  on  Deeside  on  Monday  week  last.  It  is  not 
often  that  such  meteoric  heroes  go  in  piirs,  and  less 
frequently  are  they  found  in  the  quiet  ranks  of  the  salmon 
angler  "  far  from  the  maiding  crowd." 


A  galaxy  of  notables  are  on  the  Dee  just  now.  The 
Duke  of  York  has  a  small  establishment  at  Abergeldie 
Mains;  then  Sir  C.  Oust  has  the  run  of  the  Birkhall 
water,  and  drives  out  from  Ballater.  These  two  are  on 
the  Queen's  preserves.  On  the  Glentana  reaches  are  the 
famous  Africanders,  while  above  and  below  colonels  and 
men  of  lesser  note  may  be  counted  by  the  round  dozen. 


The  advent  of  better  weather  broug'at  a  few  days'  good 
sport,  then  the  rivers  were  all  out  of  it  with  spates,  and 
matters  are  just  beginning  to  mend  again.  Real  blustering, 
changeable  March  weather  has  been  experienced,  but  not 
at  all  bad  for  the  salmon  angler  were  the  water  in  good 
order.   

Smaller  flies  are  now  coming  in.  On  the  upper  reaches 
2ia.  and  2Jin.  irons  have  given  place  to  Ijin.  and  IJin. 
On  the  lower  and  thicker  waters  the  larger  sizes  still  hold, 
as  a  rule.   

Heavy  spring  fish  are  t'ae  leading  characteristic  of  the 
present  season.  Last  week  Capt.  Davidson,  Dess,  had  one, 
191b. ;  Col.  Leith  Hay,  one,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Barclay,  Bcrrow- 
stone,  one,  191b.  ;  Dr.  Jameson,  Glentana,  one,  181b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Merry,  one,  191b.  Besides  these  not  a  few  have 
been  got  between  201b.  and  251b.  since  the  season  opened. 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Portland  are  on  the  Oich. 
Inverness,  and  following  up  the  successes  of  Mr.  Akrojd 
on  that  most  prolific  of  northern  inland  streams. 


All  the  livers  continue  to  suffer  more  or  less  from  the 
spates  of  melted  snow,  but  this  will  wear  off  in  a  day  or 
two,  and  then  the  spring  season  should  beat  its  very  best. 


Donside  is  the  place  to  go  to  for  early  free  trout  angling. 
Almoatall  the  hotels  along  the  sixty  miles  of  water  have 
a  bit  of  free  fishing  attached  to  them,  and  not  a  few  lease 
waters  in  addition,  for  the  attraction  of  guests.  The 
months  of  April,  May,  and  June  are  usually  the  best  on 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Don  for  a  basket  of  yellow  trout. 


If  Dr.  Jameson  and  Sir  John  Willoughby  thought  that 
in  their  quiet  raid  on  the  salmon  pools  of  the  Dee  they 
would  escape  the  ubiquitous  knight  of  the  pen  they  were 
mistaken.  A  bold  attempt  was  made  at  an  interview  by  a 
local  scribe  before  they  were  a  couple  of  hours  on  the 
water,  but  to  the  feints  of  the  reporter  the  Doctor  replied 
it's  "  No  u!e,"  and  Sir  John  said  ditto  in  his  turn. 


The  success  of  the  two  Rhodesians  is  beieg  keen'y 
watched  and  minutely  chronicled.  There  are  otter  rods 
on  the  Glen  water,  but  they  are  nothing  compared  with 
the  men  who  make  history,  and  although  their  baskets  are 
invariably  better  than  the  African  heroes,  no  spac3  can-be 
found  for  them.    Hero  worship  still  kicks  vigorously. 


Sport  is  improving  on  the  Spey,  and  a  good  few  fish  were 
got  prior  to  last  week's  flood.  The  prospects  have  been 
improved  by  the  flood   

Fairly  good  baskets  of  trout  are  being  got  on  the 
Deveron,  chiefly  to  the  March  Brown.  Only  on  the  lower 
waters,  and  where  feeding  is  abundant,  are  fish  in  any- 
thing like  a  fair  condition.  On  the  upper  waters  they  are 
scarce  and  thin.   

Loch  Tay  has  not  been  yielding  the  amount  of  sport 
anticipated  in  the  early  start  of  the  season.  Ever  since 
Jan.  15,  however,  there  has  been  no  lack  of  anglers,  an 
occasional  fish  or  two  buoying  up  the  hop33  of  expectant 
anglers  that  it  may  ba  their  turn  next. 


The  coast  stations  have  fisbed  somewhat  better  with  the 
improved  weather  conditions,  but  are  as  yet  jieMing  but 
very  moderate  supplies  of  salmon ;  and  although  the 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Board's  returns  up  to  date  are  better 
from  a  monoy  poiut  of  view  by  £60  odd,  yet  they  are 
somewhat  behind  last  year's  aggregate  weight. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  are  now  at  EUon  Castle.  It  is 
not  yet  definitely  settled  whether  this  fine  sea  trout  reach 
will  be  netted  this  year  or  not,  as  past  experiencf  s  have 
been  soirewhat  unfruitful  from  a  proprietor's  point  of 
view.  Special  Scotch. 


••  There  is  Kuthixo  New  ukder  the  Six"  is  a  sayicg 
credited  to  a  variety  of  illustrious  authors,  from  the  time  of 
Solomon  to  the  presf  nt  day.  It  is  a  fact  that  many  inventioDS 
looked  upon  as  modern  are  of  ancient  origin.  The  telephoEC. 
which  recently  caused  such  a  furore  of  excitement,  was  in  ancient 
days  a  means  by  which  the  high  priests  woiko3  upon  the 
credulity  of  their  disciples.  The  Pyramids  of  Egypt  and  other 
wonders  prove  that  this  generation  has  a  great  deal  to  learn. 
Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment,  however,  were  not  anticipated  by 
our  forefathers,  and  to  day  they  stand  aloce  as  the  best  cure  the 
world  possess;  a  for  all  the  ills  that  humanity  is  heir  to. 
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The  compel idon  at  St.  Margaret's,  on  March  20  last, 
in  aid  of  tte  funds  of  the  A.B.S,,  resulted  in  only  a  few  of 
the  numerous  prizes  being  taten,  and  the  hon.  secretary 
(Mr^  Sam  Malby)  tells  me  that  there  will  be  a  fecond 
edition  on  TJarch  27.  By  the  energy  of  "  Sam  "  and  the 
iindness  of  the  G.E.B.  a  fpecial  train  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  on  the  morniug  at  nine  o'clccli  (leaving  St. 
Margaret's  at  6  50  p.m.)  for  the  low  price  of  Is.  9d.'for 
the  double  journey.  This  competition  is  open  to  all,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  snow  broth  will  not  prevent  the 
whole  of  the  prizes  being  taken,  and  a  substantial  sum 
being  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  A.B.S. 


The  British  Sea  Anglers  will  dine  at  the  Cannon-street 
Hotel  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  27.  It  is  whispered 
that  Sir  Biddulph  Martin  will  take  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
T.  T.  Bucknill,  Q.C.,  M.P.  (who  has  just  been  elected  a 
vic3-president  of  the  society)  will  be  in  the  vice-chair. 

 >♦  »  »  <  

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  second  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  Thames  Re-stocking  Association  in  London 
on  April  20.  The  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  H.  (i.  Hankins) 
itnparted  to  the  meeting  some  interesting  facts  concarning 
king  carp,  2C0  of  which  fish  are  to  be  presented  to  the 
association  by  Mr.  A.  C.  de  Boinville,  and  proposah  for 
the  turning  in  of  trout  and  other  fish  during  the  close 
season  were  discussed.  These  proposals  will  be  submitted 
to  the  subscribers  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  hnn. 
treasurer  (Mr.  F.  G.  Littlewood)  reported  the  associa'ion 
had  a  balance  of  £18  15s.  9d.  in  hand. 


Ox  March  22  the  Hastings  and  St  Leonard's  A. A. 
held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Castle  Hotel.  I  ought 
to  have  been  there,  but  wbb  at  the  Gresham  "  annual." 
I  hear  from  Mr.  Dowsett  that  they  had  a  grand  night — in 
fact,  at  twelxe  o'clock  they  were  just  begirnivig  to  like, it ! 
Mr.  0.  B.  Travers  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  P.  S.  Foster 
in  the  vice.  From  the  tastefully  got  up  programme  I 
gather  that,  after  the  "  Queen,  Mayor,  and  Corporation," 
"  Our  Noble  Selves,"  "Press,"  &c.,  it  was  the  pleasant 
duty  of  someone  to  propose  the  "Truthful  Anglers." 
What  nest  ?  I  wonder  whether  Mr.  Bridgeman,  who 
considers  ever;/  angler  truthful,  was  present. 


I  HAVE  many  friends,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  all  over  the 
country,  but  that  detracted  nothing  from  the  welcome  I 
was  pleafed  to  give  to-day  to  Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ehoda  House, 
Deal.  Mr.  Pratt  tells  me  tta*;  he  hopes  tD  make  a 
bumper  of  the  Easter  Holiday  amongst  the  members  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  I  am  one  of  them;  and  after  the  expe- 
rience I  have  had  of  the  hospitality  Rhoda  House  affords, 
I  can  only  say  to  my  brctber  members,  "  Come  along 
boys,"  and  let  us  make  friend  Pratt's  Easter  party  a 
record.'  There  maybe  few  fish,  but  from  my  previous 
experience  I  am  quite  sure  that- 1  may  promise  a  hearty 
welcome  and  a  good  time.  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke  will 
be  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Arthur  Litchfield  in  the  vice-chair. 
What  more  can  sea  anglers  want  ? 


The  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  closes 
on  April  5.  The  twenty-two  beautiful  specimens  of  trout 
from  New  Zealand  which  have  arrived  frozen  in  two 
blocks  of  ice  will  remain  on  view  until  the  thawing  process 
is  complete,  which  will  probably  take  two  or  three  days. 
The  fish  were  taken  with  rod  and  line  on  January  5  last, 
and  are  the  descendants  of  the  trout  ova  which  was 
originally  sent' from  England. 

 >  »♦ »  <  

The  Board  of  Conserpators  of  the  River  Stour  have 
made  an  example  of  a  labourer  caught  infringing  their 
bye-laws.  The  case  was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  A.  T. 
Cobbold,  of  Ipswich,  himself  a  good  angler ;  and  although 
the  defendant  tried  to  bluff  the  water  bailiff,  Mr.  Cobbold, 
it  need  not  be  said,  was  too  much  for  a  man  caught 
flagrante  delicto,  and  the  sinner,  not  only  against  the  law 
of  the  land  but  the  unwritten  law  of  good  sportsmen,  had 
to  pay  the  penalty  of  his  misdeeds. 


"  VvRN'W'Y  "  says  that  the  cat  tales  in  our  last  issue 
reminds  him  of  a  catastrophe  which  occurred  some  years 
ago  at  an  angling  station  on  the  Thames  not  far  from 
Loudon.  In  this  case  poor  puss  was  too  inquisitive, 
and,  when  in  the  act  of  analysing  with  her  tongue  a 
tempting  bait  in  a  small  steel  trap,  found  herself  caught 
— as  many  people  are — by  that  unruly  member,  and  in 
endeavouring  to  release  herself,  succeeded  in  doing  so 
by  losing_  her  tongue,  which  was  toi-n  out  by  the  roots 
and  remained  in  the  trap,  where  it  was  discovered  nest 
morning  ;  and  the  owner  of  pDor  puss,  who  was  a 
gentleman  well  known  in  the  town,  on  learning  the 
facts,  at  once  bad  the  animal  destroyed.  The  editor  of 
a  weekly  newspaper,  which  had  recently  been  started 
in  the  town,  on  hearing  of  the  occurrence,  gave  it  a 
prominent  place  in  his  issue  the  following  day,  and,  as 
he  was  his  own  local  reporter,  it  appeared  amongst  the 
latest  news,  and  commenced  :  "  Early  yesterday  morning 
the  whole  tongue  and  roots  of  a  cat  were  discovered  in  a 
trap,"  and  concluded  by  saying,  that  the  owner  of  poor  pussy 
on  learning  the  facte  of  the  case  "  at  once  shot  the  cat !  " 
Both  gentlemen  were  highly  commended  for  their  perform- 
ance, but  -when  the  owner  of  the  cat  thre  tened  to  perform 
the  Eauie  operation  on  the  editor,  whu  cr  Jd  blame  him  ? 


Mr.  Foster,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Blackfriars  A.S.,  sends 
the  following  description  of  the  cise  containing  twenty- 
one  preserved  trout  (advertieeJ  for  fale  in  our  columns)  : 
"  Dimensions  of  case,  7ft.  by  oft.  2in.  This  truly 
magnificect  case  of  stuffed  fish  was  prepared  by  Messrs. 
Rowland  Ward  and  Co.,  of  Piccadilly,  to  the  order  of 
Capt.  Patton,  R  M.,  and  was  first  publically  exhibited, 
shortly  after  its  completion, at  the  National  Royal  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  held  at  South  Kensington  in  1883,  where  it 
attracted  great  attention  from  the  thousands  of  visiting 
anglers,  and  was  awarded  first  prize  medal  and  diploma 
as  the  grandest  and  most  interesting  cas9  of  fish  in  the 
exhibition.  Indeed,  this  case  cf  fish  was  then,  and  is  still, 
acknowledged  as  the  finest  and  most  baautifuUy  arranged 
case  known  in  this  or  any  other  country.  It  cost  70gs. 
in  workmanship  alone.  The  fish  are  so  arranged  as  to 
delienate  trout  life  from  infancy  (the  fry  state)  to  mature 
age.  The  centre  fish  is  a  truly  magnificent  specimen  of 
the  lake  trout,  which  weighed,  when  captured,  181b., 
whilst  this  is  surrounded  by  other  lake,  river,  and  brook 
trout.  The  two  large  and  slightly  different  shaped  fish  at 
the  bottom  of  the  case  are  of  a  very  rare  species  (Salmo 
ferox).  The  beautifally  oil  painted  background  (on 
canvas),  representing  old  Teddington  Weir  on  the  Thames, 
is  undoubtedly  the  work  of  an  eminent  artist. 

There  has  always  been  a  great  difference  of  opinion 
among  fly  fishers  as  to  the  variety  of  artificial  flies 
necessary.  Mr.  J.  Tayler,  author  of  "  Red  Palmer,"  a 
little  book  on  fly  fishing,  has  in  his  book,  and  in  several 
papers  read  by  him  before  the  Gresham  and  other  angling 
societies,  always  contended  that  only  a  very  limited 
number  is  necessary.  He  is  having  some  "Perfect" 
fly  boxes  made  furnished  with  twelve  kinds  of  choice  eyed 
flies— six  of  each  kind.  The  flies  are  neatly  made,  and 
appear  to  have  been  very  judiciously  selected,  being  the 
result  of  nearly  sixty  years  successful  experience.  Mr. 
Tayler  is  the  London  agent  of  Messrs.  D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster,  and  his  address  is  23,  Dresden-road,  Hornsey- 
lane,  N. 

 >»»♦<  

OUR  F.  G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  12  (New  Series). 


MR.  CECIL  HOWLETT. 


Born  at  Eton,  Mr.  Cecil  Hewlett  has,  like  most  good 
anglers,  been  a  fisherman  from  his  youth  up.  He  is 
secretary  to  the  local  angling  club,  and  in  many  other 
ways  has  shown  his  love  for  "  the  gentle  art."  But  Mr. 
Howlett's  energies  have  not  been  exhausted  with  fishing, 
as  he  is  also  hon.  sec.  of  the  Eton  and  Windsor  Humane 
Society.  His  portrait  here  given  shows  him  in  the 
society's  uniform.  His  honours,  too,  in  local  matters 
are  considerable,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  add,  on  the 
authority  of  a  correspondent  in  Mr.  Ho^vlett's  neighbour- 
hood, that  wherever  his  well-known  energy  has  been 
exerted,  good  results  have  followed  his  endeavours. 


At  least  one  source  of  water  supply  at  Maidstone  has 
passed  through  the  ordeal  of  a  Somerset  House  analysis 
without  coming  to  grief.  Purity  has  been  found,  like 
truth,  at  the  bottom  of  a  well,  the  well  in  this  ioEtanoe 
being  the  property  of  a  lady  named  Prosser.  The  Urban 
District  Council  recently  summoned  the  owner  to  show 
cause  why  the  well  should  not  be  closed,  as  injurious  to 
health,  and  Dr.  Adams,  the  county  analyst,  declared  that 
it  was  unfit  for  "  dietetic  purposes."  Dr.  Gregory,  on  the 
other  hand,  certified  that  the  water  was  absolutely  pure, 
and  Prof.  Wanklyn,  a  high  authority,  added  that  he  was 
prepared  to  prove  this  from  Dr.  Adams's  own  examination. 
The  result  of  a  Somerset  House  analysis  was  laid  before 
the  local  bench.  It  declared  the  water  fit  for  drink.  The 
bench  dismissed  the  summons,  and  ordered  the  council  to 
pay  the  lady  three  guineas  and  Somerset  House  two 
guineas  costs. 



Thk  British  and  Foreign  Sailors'  Society  Laa  just  lost 
one  of  its  most  valued  agents  in  the  death  of  Mr.  William 


Whitmore,  who,  for  nearly  forty  years,  was  the  port 
missionary  at  Ramsgate.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
founders  of  the  Sailors'  Home,  and  received  all  the  ship- 
wrecked sailors  and  others  brought  in  from  rescues  by  life- 
boat and  fishing  smack  during  this  long  period.  The  Rev. 
C.  L.  Williams,  vicar  of  Christ  Church,  conducted  the 
funeral  service,  flags  were  half-mast  high  on  the  shipping 
ia  the  harbour,  the  Corporation  and  public  bodies  were 
repres9nted,  and  many  tokens  were  shown  as  the  coffin 
passed,  covered  by  the  Society's  flag,  that  the  seafaring 
people  had  lost  a  loyal,  able,  and  devot3d  friend. 


Scotch  chroniclers  continue  to  record  pleasantly  the 
ruthless  destruction  cf  such  rare  specimens  of  the  golden 
eagle,  once  the  glory  of  the  Highlands.  Zest  was  added 
to  the  latest  battue  by  the  killing  of  a  wild  cat,  an  animal 
which  has  become  almost  as  scarce  as  the  eagle. 


Mr.  H.  C.  Hudson  writes  from  Ipswich  as  follows : 
' '  Respecting  the  anecdote  about  the  hare  taking  to  the  water 
at  Elstree,  Mr.  Jarvis  asks  if  any  brother  anglers  have 
seen  hares  take  to  the  water  in  a  similar  manner.  I  have 
seen,  on  three  occasions,  hares  voluntarily  cross  the  river 
Orwell  at  a  spot  where  the  river  is  at  least  a  mile  wide, 
and  this  in  broad  daylight ;  and  as  a  further  proof  that 
hares  swim  well,  and  are  not  deterred  by  very  cold  water, 
I  may  mention  that  the  first  time  I  ever  went  on  a  night 
excursion  after  wildfowl,  now  some  twenty-two  years  ago, 
on  a  sharp  frosty  night  in  December,  I  hid  behind  the 
river  wall,  the  moon  at  full,  and  just  before  high  tide  I 
saw  something  swimming  towards  me,  which,  in  my 
ignorance,  I  took  to  be  a  duck.  When  within  easy  range, 
I  fired  at  it,  and  my  dog  retrieved  a  fine  old  hare.  I  well 
remember  the  trepidation  I  was  in  all  the  way  home 
through  the  streets  of  Ipswich  at  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  as  I  walked  just  in  front  of  a  policeman  for 
some  distance,  and  expected  every  step  to  feel  his  hand  on 
my  shoulder.  However,  I  got  home  safely,  and  since  then 
I  have  often  seen  hares  swim,  and  must  say  that  from  what 
I  have  seen  they  swim  almost  as  fast  as  a  dog." 

 >»»♦<  

Mr.  W.  Fry  sends  the  following:  "Jack  hares 
(observes  a  correspondent)  are  supposed  to  '  lose  their 
heads  '  in  March.  It  is  the  commencement  of  the  season 
of  love,  and,  so  far,  they  are  not  the  only  'Johnnies  '  that 
go  a  bit  cranky  about  the  same  time.  But  the  jack  hare 
that  ran  down  the  river's  or  reservoir's  bank  of  the  water 
at  Elstree  ought  not  to  have  been  interfered  with  by 
the  '  keeper,'  of  all  men  !  Even  a  water  bailiff  should 
have  known  that  neither  he  nor  any  other  outsider,  in  the 
sense,  of  not  owning  or  renting  the  shooting  of  the 
immediate  neighbourhood,  has  any  right  to  destroy  game 
any  more  than  would  a  stranger  or  a  non-payer  for  the 
right  of  fishing  in  semi-private  water,  for  time  being,  be 
permitted  to  take  fish  by  fair  or  foul  means. 

>  >  »  *  <  

"  It  cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  game  of  any  kind 
phould  never,  in  season  or  out,  be  interfered  with  by 
anglers  or  any  outsiders.  Happily,  few  complaints  are 
made,  for  so  testy  are  some  gentlemen  on  the  question  of 
the  game  on  their  lands  that  such  an  occurrence  as  that 
at  Elstree  might  tend  even  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  fishing. 
The  act  of  the  water  bailiff  or  '  keeper'  really  reads  hke 
the  act  of  a  Cockney  'Arry  in  days  before  the  Thames 
and  immediate  neighbourhood  became  a  sanctuary  for 
wildfowl,  &c. 


"  Jack  hares  have  been  known  about  now  to  go  up  to 
men  standing  quietly  near  a  gate  in  the  country.  Master 
Jack,  like  the  clamorous  cock  partridge  at  this  time  of 
year,  loses  his  wildness,  and  the  '  bird  '  goes  '  chirruping  ' 
even  close  to  small  town  gardens  in  search  of  a  mate.  But 
no  right-minded  man  would  think  of  shooting  at  it  under 
the  circumstances.  And  though  in  the  Elstrae  case  there 
are  humorous  elements  connected  with  it,  puss  should 
certainly  have  been  let  alone." 


Mb.  J.  W.  Wilkinson,  the  popular  secretary  of  the 
Royal  Aquarium,  was  recently  presented  (on  the  occasion 
of  his  marriage)  with  a  cheque  for  £100  and  an  illuminated 
address,  Mr.  Sheriff  Dewar  performed  the  pleasant  task 
in  his  own  inimitable  manner.  The  way  in  which  the 
money  was  (unknown  to  Mr.  Wilkinson)  subscribed  ii 
sufiicient  testimony  to  the  regard  in  which  he  is  held  by 
all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  The  courteous 
managing  director  (Mr.  Josiah  Ritchie)  and  other 
directors  subscribed  28gs.  The  orchestra  presented  a 
tantalus  ;  the  refreshment  depaitment  weighed-in  silver 
fruit  knives  and  forks  ;  the  general  staff  sent  a  magni- 
ficent tea  service  ;  and  the  Bull  Dog  Club  a  silver  tea 
service,  suitably  inscribed.    This  is  not  all  I 
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On  Friday  evening,  March  18,  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  the 
recipient  of  a  handsome  illuminated  address  and  a  cheque 
for  over  £80  on  behalf  of  the  journalists  of  Fleet-street 
and  Co.  Mr,  George  R.  Sims  ("Dagonet,"  of  the 
Referee)  made  the  presentation  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  and, 
as  was  to  be  expected,  did  his  work  admirably — not  one 
word  too  much  or  too  little.  He  referred  to  the  courtesy 
Mr.  Wilkinson  had  always  shown  to  journalists  when  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  added  that  his  many  amiable 
qualities  had  won  for  him  the  goodwill  and  esteem  of  all 
who  had  been  brought  into  contact  with  him.  Mr.  R. 
Butler  and  Mr.  W.  Sprague  were  thanked  for  arranging 
the  testimonial,  and  it  goes  without  saying  that  the  genial 
"Dagonet"  came  in  for  an  ovation  for  the  part  he  had 
taken.  Mr.  Wilkinson  briefly  but  appropriately  responded. 
Ce1a  vn  hien  '.  But  Mrs.  Drag  says  fhe  never  had  such 
nice  presents  when  she  threw  herself  away  on 
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(provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Jl  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday  evening 
laBt.  Mr.  C.  White  presided.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  committee  meeting,  held  on  Feb.  17  last,  were 
read  and  confirmed,  after  which  Messrs.  White  and 
Rabone  gave  in  a  report  of  their  work  in  connection  "with 
the  forthcoming  annual  concert,  to  be  held  at  the  Lady- 
wood  Concert  Hall  on  Wednesday  next,  March  30,  in  aid 
of  the  funds  of  the  society.  The  report  went  to  show  that 
over  1000  tickets  had  been  sent  out,  and  that  the  hall,  at 
the  generosity  of  the  proprietor,  Mr.  J.  H.  Cruise,  with 
the  whole  of  the  company,  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  society  free  of  charge.  The  report  was  received  and 
adopted.  The  arranging  of  the  programme  and  other 
matters  were  left  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  White  and 
Rabone,  and  the  majority  of  the  committee  consented  to 
act  as  money  and  ticket  takers.  A  strong  array  of  pro- 
fessional and  local  talent  have  consented  to  appear  upon 
this  occasion,  and  there  apijearsto  be  a  prospect  of  making 
the  concert  a  grand  success.  The  divisional  committee 
report  visits  to  the  HUlyfields,  Highgate,  JubUee,  and  Bird 
in  Hand  societies,  all  of  which  were  very  favourable,  and 
tended  to  show  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  members  of 
the  clubs  mentioned  would  join  the  Society.  It  was 
resolved  to  visit  the  Ivy  Green  Society  previous  to  the  next 
committee  meeting,  and  after  the  Easter  holidays  to  pay 
visits  to  a  large  number  of  societies  that  only  had  a  small 
nvmiber  of  members  identified  with  the  society.  The 
secretary  repotted  that  two  death  claims  had  been  paid, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  since  the  meeting  another 
member  has  passed  away,  the  deceased  member  being  Mr. 
Tovrasend,  of  the  Anglers'  Pride  Society.  This  claim  has 
aJflo  been  paid.  I  have  heard,  on  good  authority,  that  the 
canal  at  Droitwich  has  been  again  poisoned,  and  that  the 
water  for  a  long  time  to  come  will  not  be  worth  fishing. 
A  contest  was  held  in  the  water  previous  to  the  close 
season  coming  in,  when  over  thirty  anglers  sat  down  to 
fish  ;  but  not  a  solitary  fish  of  any  kind  was  taken,  yet, 
amongst  the  contestants,  about  half  a  dozen  of  the  best 
anglers  in  the  city  took  part.  I  hope  that  our  members 
will  take  notice  of  this,  and  give  this  water  a  wide  berth 
when  the  season  opens,  as  it  is  a  waste  of  money,  and  also  a 
disippointment  to  anglers  to  visit  such  places.  Some  few 
years  ago  the  same  canal  was  poisoned  by  a  quantity 
of  brine  water  from  the  salt  works  getting  into  the  canal. 
The  water  never  recovered  itself  from  this,  and  what  was 
once  a  splendid  canal  for  angling  is  now  worthless.  Very 
few  of  our  clubs  rent  water  that  contain  trout,  as  such 
water  is  very  hard  to  get,  and  the  prices  asked  for 
stretches  of  water  containing  this  class  of  fish  is,  as  a  rule, 
outside  the  consideration  of  the  majority  of  the  clubs,  and 
in  a  many  instances  the  owners  of  such  fisheries,  where 
trout  are  known  to  be  found,  no  matter  how  small  in  size 
or  quantity,  get  more  by  letting  it  at  so  much  per  day 
than  by  letting  it  to  clubs.  The  Birmingham  Piscatorials 
have  a  splendid  bit  of  trout  fishing  on  the  river  Blythe  at 
Nethertown,  and  the  Vine  Unity  have  also  a  nice  stretch 
on  the  same  river  at  HamstiU  Eedware.  The  members 
of  both  clubs  have  now  commenced  their  season,  and  some 
very  nice  fish  in  good  condition  have  been  taken,  one 
gentleman  taking  six  brace  of  nice  fish  with  the 
March  Brown  last  week.  This  is  a  favourite  fly 
on  the  river,  and  the  fish  are  rising  well  to  it. 
The  Aston  Britannia  Society  held  their  first  annual  dinner 
on  Thursday  evening,  the  17th  inst.,  at  the  Holte  Hotel, 
Aston;  110  members  sat  down  to  a  first-class  repast, 
which  was  done  justice  to,  after  which  several  toasts  were 
drank  to,  and  harmony  reigned  supreme,  several  first-class 
singers  being  retained  to  make  this  portion  of  the  evening 
as  enjoyable  as  possible.  Towards  the  close  of  the  evening 
the  late  president  of  (he  society,  Mr.  J.  Smart,  was 
presented  with  a  testimonial  in  recognition  of  his  past 
services.  The  Vine  Unity  Society  held  a  concert  in  aid  of 
their  prize  fund  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  A  grand  array 
of  talent  put  in  an  appearance.  A  very  excellent 
programme  was  gone  through,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of 
the  members  and  their  friends.  The  next  concert  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  March  29,  when  a 
change  of  ariistes  will  appear.  These  will  include  the  best 
Iccal  artistes  in  the  city. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
So  far  as  the  weather  was  concerned  the  opening  day  for 
trout  fishing  in  this  district  was  an  ideal  cne,  but  few  fish 
were  taken.  Fishing  for  flounders  and  eels  is  on  the 
improve  both  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  river  and  the 
Holderness  havens  and  drains.  On  Saturday  next  the 
Horns  and  Osborne  Angling  Societies  will  be  located  at 
Weelferry,  and  on  Good  Friday  the  Duke  of  York  A.S. 
fish  at  Wawneferry,  being  followed  up  by  the  Waltonians 
at  Figham  ;  whilst  the  Excelsior  A.S.  wiU  fish  at  Weelferry, 
and  the  River  Hull  A.S.  on  Svjinemoor,  the  Hull  Bridge 
lengths  being  taken  up  by  the  Derringham  and  Oak 
Angling  Societies ;  and  on  the  same  day  the  Winestead 
Drain,  at  Patrington,  \\ill  be  well  patronised,  for  no  less 
than  five  associations  will  fish  their  matches  on  it — viz., 
the  Alexandra,  Albion,  County,  HuU  Town,  and  Old 
Sculcoates.  On  Monday  evening  next  the  Osborne  A. A. 
are  favouring  Hull  anglers  with  another  entertainment  for 
them  to  exercise  their  caJisthenio  abilities  by  holding  a 
soiree  and  ball  at  the  Gladstone  HaU ;  and  on  April  11  the 
Clarence  A.S.  will  follow  suit  by  holding  a  conceit  and 
ball  at  the  St.  George's  Hall.  Some  fair  catches  of 
floonders  and  eels  are  being  had  from  the  havens  and  ponds 
adjacent  to  and  on  the  Lincolnshire  side  of  the  river 
Humber.  The  Brunswick  A.S.  opened  their  match  season 
at  Hull  Bridge,  but  the  takes  were  only  small,  Messrs. 
G.  Thompson,  J.  Yarwocd,  and  F.  Sanderson  being  the 
first  three  prizemen. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Since  the  rain,  which  fell  copiously  in  the  middle  of  last 
week,  there  has  l^een  an  all-round  improvement  in  angling, 
and  it  is  some  years  since  prospects  were  as  good  so  early 
in  the  season  as  at  present.  Some  really  good  baskets 
have  been  obtained  on  both  river  and  lake  in  the  two 
0  lunties,  and  should  there  be  the  genial  showers  for  which 
the  coming  month  is  proverbial,  holiday-makers  should 
meet  with  good  sport  at  Easter.  Messrs.  Watson  and 
Carlyle,  and  Mr.  Seymour  Browne  (a  visitor  at  the 
Anglers'  Inn,  Ennerdale),  have  had  fair  takes  on  Enner- 
dale  lake,  the  last-named  gentleman  securing  thirty-six 
trout,  the  largest  of  which  weighed  nearly  21b.  Baskets 
of  from  101b.  to  351b.  are  reported  from  the  Eamont ;  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kendal  local  anglers  have  nothing 
to  complain  of.  Amongst  the  most  successful  have  been 
Mr.  J.  Fee,  who  had  fifty-four  nice  trout  as  the  result  of 
a  day's  fishing  up  the  Mint ;  Messrs.  Quirk,  Crossley, 
Caton,  and  others,  each  of  whom  have  secured  some 
weighty  fish  on  the  Kent.  All  have  not  fared  alike, 
however;  some  expert  anglers  have  met  with  very  poor 
results,  amongst  whom  we  may  mention  one  who,  after 
taking  nearly  six  score  one  day,  oa  another  occasion 
returned  home  with  only  a  single  fish. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  very  best  news  to  hand  this  week  is  that  the  Ribble 
Conservancy  Board  have  decided  to  accede  to  the  often 
expressed  wishes  of  frequenters  of  this  river,  and  modify 
the  system  upon  which  licenses  are  issued.  The  following 
is  now  the  amended  list:  Salmon,  yearly  only,  £1  Is.; 
trout,  yearly,  5s. ;  trout,  weekly,  2s.  6d.  ;  trout,  daily.  Is. 
This  notification  will  be  received  with  great  pleasure,  and 
the  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  Manchester  anglers,  who 
have  influenced  the  decision.  Trout  fishing  in  this  river 
opened  on  the  15th,  in  what  may  be  cilled  the  Horton 
length,  and  some  really  good  baskets  have  been  made, 
although  only  a  few  rods  have  yet  ventured  out.  The 
nights  have  been  clear  and  frosty,  and  the  only  time  prac- 
tically available  for  fishing  has  been  from  twelve  to  two 
o'clock.  The  rise  of  flies  is  meigre.  We  are  rather  proud 
of  the  fact  that  Lancashire  is  playing  such  an  important  part 
in  the  popularising  of  the  rainbow  trout.  Mr.  Henry's 
recent  feat  in  transporting  trout  to  Ireland  is  also  very 
pleasing.  At  this  period  of  the  season  the  names  and 
addresses  of  association  hon.  sees,  may  be  useful.  Here 
they  are  :  General  secretary  Northern  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, L.  W.  Bedford,  57,  Dorset-street,  Bolton ;  Man- 
chester secretary,  same  association,  W.  Prescott,  Murray- 
street,  Blossom-street,  Great  Ancoats  ;  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association,  T.  Driver,  44,  Bury-street,  Salford, 
Manchester.  These  gentlemen  represent  the  various 
associations  dispensing  travelling  cards  entitling  the 
holders  to  obtain  the  "railway  privilege  tickets."  Xow, 
although  we  have  a  few  good  places  on  our  coasts  for  sea 
fishing,  no  amount  of  sea  angling  is  reported,  nor  have  we 
many  known  sea  anglers.  There  is,  however,  some  talk  of, 
in  the  near  future,  starting  one  or  two  clubs  in  this 
county ;  perhaps  some  of  our  enthusiasts  will  come  forward 
and  announce  a  rallying  point.  A  further  lot,  ia  fact  two 
lots,  of  fish  have  lately  arrived  for  the  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association,  one  lot  for  their  canal  and  the  other 
for  their  waters  at  Irlam. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Tront  fishing  has  almost  been  out  of  the  question  sicca 
the  opening  day  here  as  the  streams  are  very  low  and 
clear — in  fact,  in  some  of  them  it  would  be  impossible  for 
a  fish  to  get  about  except  in  the  holes  in  which  they  make 
their  homes.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  viewing  a  few  days 
ago  a  grand  lot  of  two  and  three-year-old  trout,  reared 
locally  from  ova.  They  will  be  a  splendid  acquisition  to  a 
well  known  brook  for  which  they  are  ultimately  destined. 
The  committee  of  the  Leicester  A.S.  being  unable  to 
obtain  a  consignment  of  bream  as  originally  intended 
under  their  re-stocking  fund,  purchased  from  Mr.  Silk,  of 
Stamford,  an  excellent  lot  of  perch.  The  total,  contiiting 
of  over  500,  were  placed  in  different  reaches,  commencing 
200  in  the  Twelve  Bridges,  100  in  the  Stone  Bridges,  100 
in  the  Kings  Hole,  and  the  rest  in  the  Parting  Pool.  They 
were  met  at  the  station  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Hardy  (the  secretary), 
and  Messrs.  W.  Hatton,  S.  Keites,  H.  Rowley,  M.  Billson, 
and  others  of  the  committee,  who  successfully  conveyed 
them  to  their  destination  on  Tuesday  afternoon  last. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  season  for  coarse  fishing  is  now  at  an  end,  and 
anglers  are  turning  their  attention  to  the  trout  streams. 
This  class  of  sport,  however,  is  likely  to  be  disappointing 
at  the  outset  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  streams. 
There  has  been  no  fall  of  rain  of  importance  this  year,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  the  rivers  contain  very  little  water, 
so  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  fish  with  any  degree  of 
pleasure  or  prospect  of  success.  It  is  a  long  time  since 
the  streams  were  so  low  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and, 
what  is  worse,  there  seems  no  immediate  prospect  of  any 
adequate  downfall.  Where  better  conditions  have  pre- 
vailed, a  few  rods  have  been  tried  this  week,  but  the  cold 
and  boisterous  weather  has  been  all  opposed  to  sport,  and 
the  results  are  practically  nil.  In  the  absence  of  flood, 
roach,  perch,  and  pike  in  the  fen  waters  should  go  through 
the  process  of  procreation  under  favourable  conditions,  as 
the  spawning  grounds  (the  side  drains  of  the  main  rivers) 
are  in  a  condition  satisfactory  for  this  business. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion is  now  in  the  hands  of  all  the  members,  and  is,  as 
usual,  very  interesting.  There  are  many  items  of  private 
interest  to  the  members,  but  there  is  a  noteworthy  item 
relating  to  Jubilee  day,  a  member  had  an  "  ideal  fishing 
day."  He  found  the  water  for  once  in  perfect  condition, 
and  a  southerly  wind  ;  his  kill  was  nine  fish,  all  well  over 
ilb.,  besides  returning  twenty-five  to  thirty,  many  of 
which  were  Jib.    The  fishing  in  this  length  of  the  Ribble, 


like  that  of  most  rivers  in  1897,  was  of  the  poorest ;  the 
spring  months  were  dry,  and  tlie  river  low.  The  hatch  of 
flies  from  the  water  was  unusually  meagre,  and  trout  did 
not  rise  freely  at  the  artificial;  this  state  of  things  existed 
on  most  rivers.  Like  many  other  enterprising  associations, 
they  have  gone  in  for  rainbow  trout ;  5(>00  ova  were  placed 
upon  the  grills,  and  only  a  very  few  failed  to  hat cli  out. 
Wbea  ready  they  are  destined  for  the  Tain,  and  arc  bound 
to  yield  some  grand  sport  in  a  ytar  or  two,  attlie  futthest. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  year  they  were  favoured  with 
some  interecting  papers  on  various  subjects.  "  Pleasant 
Days  in  Upper  Swaledale,"  "  A  Little  Fishing  and  .Some 
Cycling  in  Savoy,"  "Sea  Fishing  at  Port  Erin,"  and 
"  Easter  Experiences  "  are  a  few  of  the  titles.  The 
following  is  the  executive  for  1898  :  President,  Mr.  George 
Kenyon;  senior  vice.  Dr.  O.  S.  Wraith;  junior  vice,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Lee;  treasurer,  Mr.  Stanley  Kneale ;  hen.  sec, 
Mr.  E.  R.  Austin;  council,  Messrs.  R.  Burn,  Percy 
Glass,  Abel  Heywood,  H.  R.  Hutton,  I.  W.  Jones,  and 
H.  W.  Roe.  The  last  meeting  the  Welcomb  A  S.  was  a 
very  good  one,  the  cards  of  membership  were  handed  to 
members.  The  society  is  steadily  progressing  in  every 
way,  the  most  encouraging  item  being  the  acquisition  of 
good  private  waters.  The  total'number  of  fish  caught  in 
the  stocking  competition  of  the  Moss  Side  Social  A.S.  is 
2433.  There  is  an  important  meeting  of  tha  Manchester 
centre  of  the  N.A.A.,summoEedfor  dispatch  of  important 
business  in  this  city. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

The  pike  season  has  closed,  and  now  there  is  very  little 
sport  for  the  angler  in  this  district,  where  trout  fishing  is 
somewhat  scarce,  and  all  strictly  private  and  preseived. 
In  a  few  days  perch  will  be  feeding  in  the  Bure  at  Wrox- 
ham  and  Ranworth,  and  some  of  our  local  anglers  will  try 
for  them  at  Easter,  which  is  the  best,  in  fact,  the  only 
time  when  any  number  of  these  fish  can  be  caught  in  these 
waters.  We  have  had  a  long  spell  of  dry  weither,  but  at 
last  the  much  needed  rain  has  come,  and  to-day  (Wednes- 
day) it  has  been  very  wet.  This  will  have  a  beneficial 
effect  on  the  upper  waters,  and  enable  trout  fishermen  to 
have  some  sport.  The  fish  supper  of  the  Xorwich  Angling 
Club  will  be  held  to-morrow  evening,  at  the  Bt-U  Hotel, 
Norwich,  the  president,  Mr.  G.  Cubitt,  in  the  chair. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Yesterday  (Friday)  week  one  of  the  best  takes  of  pike 
of  the  late  season  was  reported  to  me.  The  fish  fell  to 
the  rods  of  Mr.  J.  Hibbert,  jun.,  and  Mr.  A.  Neep,  of 
this  city,  and  numbered  forty-seven.  They  were  all  caught 
with  the  live  bait  in  the  lake  of  a  noble  duke,  in  the 
country,  on  the  last  day  of  the  season.  Only  a  few  of  the 
best  were  brought  away ;  none,  however,  exceeded  81b. 
The  Shardlow  keeper,  in  the  employ  of  the  Wellington 
Society,  reports  the  presence  of  salmon  in  the  fishery. 
They  are,  he  says,  fresh  run,  and  of  exceptionally  large 
size.  Members  are  expected  to  have  a  try  for  them  vrith- 
out  delay.  Either  a  couple  of  lob  worms  or  a  Devon 
artificial  minnow  might  be  brought  into  use  with  success. 
'  Trout  bottom  fishers  have  been  getting  some  choice  fish  on 
the  tributaries.  In  one  instance  Mr.  J.  Woolley  and  W. 
Upton  caught,  with  worm,  six  brace.  Many  natural  flies 
have  hatched  out,  and  on  Sunday  and  Monday  dace  were 
rising  freely  in  the  streams.  The  river  continues  to  run 
at  low  ebb,  and  the  sport  of  salmoning  can,  of  course,  be 
pursued  under  favourable  conditions.  The  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  Association  have,  since  my  last,  held  their  annual 
meeting  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  J.  Truman 
(president)  ;  the  vice-chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  W. 
Benson  (vice-president).  Mr.  D.  S.  Garner,  the  enter- 
prising secretary,  read  the  report,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  receipts  for  the  year  amounted  to  £72  Ss.  6d. 
The  expenditure  had  been  £'54  17s.  8d.  ;  thus 
leaving  a  balance  to  the  good  of  £17  lOs.  lOd. 
This  was  regarded  as  highly  satisfactory.  Mr.  Truman 
was  re-elected  president,  Mr.  W.  Benson  was  (with  Mr. 
C.  Jackson)  re-elected  vice-president,  Mr.  H.  Benson  was 
re-elected  hon.  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Garner  was  re-elected 
general  secretary.  A  working  committee  was  also 
appointed.  The  prizes  won  at  the  late  competition  held 
at  Stajthorpe,  were  presented  to  the  successful  com- 
petitors, as  follows :  First,  Mr.  W.  Morris ;  sscond, 
Mr.  D.  S.  Garner  ;  third,  Mr.  C.  Jackson;  fourth.  Mr. 
H.  Warsop.  The  special  prize  for  the  best  specimen 
roach  caught  in  the  season's  competitions  (nine  in 
number)  was  carried  off  by  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie,  of 
Farndon. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  coarse  fishing  season,  which  has  just  ended,  finished 
up  very  successfully,  and  the  last  few  days  were  exception- 
ally fine,  as  if  to  make  up  for  any  shortcomings  that  may 
have  been  experienced  early  in  the  season.  A  large 
number  of  anglers,  who  were  anxious  to  have  a  parting 
shot  at  roach,  visited  the  Trent,  and  obtained  some 
excellent  sport.  Seve^l  Shefiielders  journeyed  to  Lane- 
ham,  where  they  wielaed  their  rods  to  good  effect,  taking 
a  large  number  of  roach  of  satisfactory  size  ;  indeed, 
several  fish  turned  the  scale  at  over  lib.,  and  all  were  in 
first-class  condition.  In  the  swims  at  Rampton  Shetfield 
rodsters  wrought  considerable  execution  amongst  roach, 
maggots  accounting  for  a  goodly  number  of  fish.  Mr. 
J.  Mason  secured  about  201b;  of  fine  roach,  and,  in 
addition,  landed  a  nice  chub,  weigliing  nearly  31b. 
The  Witham  has  been  extensively  patrcuised  by 
anglers  from  Lincoln,  who  have  obtained  a  fair  amount 
of  sport  amongst  roach,  whilst  at  Laneham  pike 
anglers  have  fared  rather  better  than  they  have  usually. 
The  giayUng  season  that  has  just  concluded  in  the 
Derwent  has  been  acknowledged  to  have  been  a 
good  one,  the  majority  of  anglers  having  succeeded 
in  getting  good  sport  and  securing  nice  fish.  The  trout 
season,  which  has  just  opened  in  this  district,  has  been 
anxiously  awaited,  and  devotees  of  this  particular  sport 
were  not  long  in  getting  to  work  at  the  local  streams. 
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The  Amber,  which  haa  been  preserved  by  the  Sheffield 
Trout  Anglers'  Scoiety,  was  visited  by  several  members  a 
week  ago,  who  journeyed  to  Wingfield,  where  they  obtained 
some  gratifying  sport.  There  were  about  twenty  rods 
out,  and  all  caught  fish  with  the  exception  of  one.  The 
most  suocef  sful  baits  were  found  to  be  maygots,  and  with 
thesego  idsporthassinoebeenbad.  The  rainbow  treat  which 
weresuppliel  by  the  Yorksliire  Fishery  Board  three  weeks 
ago,  and  turned  into  th?  Mill  pool,  were  found  to  have  made 
fatisfactory  progress.  Nearer  at  home  the  Sheaf  has  pro- 
vided a  good  deal  of  pport,  and  although  no  very  big  fish 
have  be  -n  caught,  yet  good  results  should  be  obtained 
daring  the  season. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  beautifully  fine  this  week — sharp 
fiost  at  night,  and  sunny  days.  A  lot  of  flies  are  coming 
to  life,  the  March  Brown  in  great  quantities  since  Sunday. 
The  maj  irity  of  our  club  anglars  \^ill  be  d  iing  little  until 
the  close  season  ends.  A  few  have  been  after  the  pike, 
and  caught  some  fair-sized  fish  on  both  Severn  and  Avon. 
Some  few  have  been  trying  for  trout  on  club  water,  and 
liad  very  fair  sport  with  fly  and  minnow  ;  and  several 
fished  the  Teme  near  Martley  and  above  Stanford  Bridge, 
hnd  caught  both  trout  and  grayling,  several  of  the  latter 
being  put  into  the  river  again,  being  so  far  advanced  in 
spawn.  Red  Tag,  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  February 
Rsd,  and  Red  Palmer  wera  the  flies  used,  but  they  did  not 
rise  freely  at  either.  The  Worcester  Angling  Club  held 
their  annual  meeting  at  th9  Bull's  Head  Inn,  High-street, 
oa  Friday  evening  last.  There  was  a  gool  attendance  of 
raember.s.  The  pres'd^nt,  ^Mr.  Martin  T.  Perks,  in  the 
chair.  The  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Bridges,  showed  the  society  to 
be  in  a  flourishing  c  mdition.  The  ofiicers  and  commi  tee 
for  the  present  season  were  appointed,  and  matters  of 
importicce  discussed.  The  last  smoking  concert  of  the 
season,  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Worcester  and 
District  Angling  Association,  will  be  held  at  the  Crown 
Inn,  Sidbury,  on  Tuesday,  the  29th  inst.  Chair  to  be 
taken  at  8  p.m.  There  will  be  lots  of  talent,  and  a  large 
gathering  is  expected. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  equinoctial  galps  have  been  the  chief  drawback  to 
suetjessful  angling.  When  their  effects  have  disappeared 
there  should,  if  the  prospects  may  be  trusted,  b3  enjoyable 
expeiiences.  The  sun  "  crossed  the  liae  "  on  the  2l3t,  and 
the  atmospheric  conditions  attendant  upon  that  date 
were  such  as,  "other  thiugs  considered,"  we  may 
have  a  gentla  spring.  Thea  lhi  anglers'  dreams 
would  be  realised  ii  pleasant  excursions  to  favourite 
haunts,  amid  the  most  agreeable  surroundings,  the 
country  lookinj  grand  and  the  water  beautiful, 
with  gratifying  results  t)  the  da /'s  pastime.  Prim- 
roses and  violets  have  already  been  espied  alongside 
the  Wharfe  and  the  Yore,  and  the  woods  are  begioDing  to 
show  signs  of  newlifj — a  state  of  things  which  did  not 
prevail  a  year  ago.  Although  not  much  will  be  heard  of 
coa'-se  fishing  before  June,  the  trout  season  has  com- 
menced, and  a  good  fetv  rods  have  be3n  out,  with  fairly 
satisfactory  results.  The  best  trout  streams,  however, 
will  tot  bj  open  to  the  fly  fisher  until  the  beginning  of 
April.  Meanwhile  the  waters  have  been  amply  6t:cked, 
The  best  early  casts  for  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  the 
following:  (I)  Early  Brown,  Spring  Black,  Dark  Snipe, 
and  Orange  and  Snipe  Bloa ;  (2)  Waterhen  and  Yellow, 
Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Orange  Bloa,  and  Snipe  Bloa  ; 
(3)  March  Brown,  Spanish  Needle,  Little  Early,  and 
D.irk  Bloa.  At  Scarbaroug'a  the  fishers,  chiefly  of  crab 
and  lobster,  hive  held  a  large  and  representative 
meeting  to  discuss  a  proposal  to  curtail  the  close  time  for 
lobsters.  The  men  were  asked  to  join  the  fishermen  of 
Plambrough  in  seeking  for  liVerty  to  catch  lobsters  during 
September  rather  than  demand  the  abolition  and  a  close 
time  altogether,  as  was  done  at  Scarborough  a  few  years 
ago.  One  of  the  fishermen  stated  that  had  the  lobster 
season  been  open  last  year  darin?  Sep ''ember  and  October, 
fully  thirty  men  would  have  eirned  as  least  £200,  whereas 
they  were  doing  nothing.  It  was  unanimously  decided 
to  petition  the  North-Bastern  Sea  Fisheries  committee  in 
favour  of  exempting  September  from  the  prohibited 
pericd  for  lobster  citohing. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.  S.  (Cavendish-square). — The  fly  is  a  large  Cinnamon 
Sidge.  We  do  not  thitk  you  will  beat  landrail  for  wing; 
b^t,  as  Francis  says,  any  suitable  reddish  cinnamon- 
coloured  feaiher  will  do.  Mr.  George  Holland,  The 
Square,  Salisbury,  1  as  some  splendid  pitterns  of  sedges. 

J.  BoARDMAN. — Cobbler's  wax.  Carp  and  tench  are  not 
fished  for  during  the  fence  months  (March  15  to  June  15). 
July  and  August  are  the  best  months  to  fish  for  them. 

A.  B.  B.— Mr.  Chas.  A.  Gould,51,  New  Oxford-street, 
London,  W.C.,  will  answer  any  queries  about  "  suberit  " 
for  cork  floats. 


[TPe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


mXk  CORIX^;  OR,  THE  IMPOLITE 
LETTER-WRITER. 
Sir, — 1 1  egret  that  my  letter  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
trout-feeding  on  Corixae  should  have  annoyed  a  gentleman 
of  tha  name  of  Walker  to  the  extent  of  inducing  a  per- 
sonal attack  on  poor  me.  I  can  only  account  for  the  oiien- 
sive  tone  he  has  thought  proper  to  assume  by  the  supposi- 
tion that  he  feels  aggrieved  by  my  s  ating  the  results  of 
my  personal  observations,  such  being  in  not  entire  con- 
sonance with  his  theories.     Evidently,  if  the  facts  do 


not  fit  in  with  your  correspondent's  theories,  so  much 
the  worse  for  the  facts  ! 

This  I  could  well  allow  to  pass ;  but  Mr.  Walker 
accuses  me  of  "absolute  ignorance"  of  the  matters  on 
which  I  was  writing,  and  incidentally  blows  his  own  little 
trumpet  very  loudly  concerning  his  own  very  superior 
methods.  Now,  if  I  am  absolutely  ignorant  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  follows  that  I  am  imposing  upon  your  readers  by 
writing  at  all ;  and  I  think  every  right-thinking  man  will 
allow  that  I  have  a  right  to  ask  Mr.  Walker  either  to 
prove  his  assertion  or  to  apologise  for  it. 

Mr.  Walker  does  seem  to  me  to  sin  very  much  on  the 
side  of  pedantry.  He  objects  to  my  referring  to  Corixa 
and  Notonecta  as  "  those  insects."  Why  ?  '  He  also  says 
that  by  using  scientific  names  I  posed  as  writing  scienti- 
fically. But  my  only  reason  for  so  doing  was  that  these' 
creatures  (I  hope  this  is  wide  enough  to  please  pur 
captious  critic)  had  already  been  written  about  in  your 
pages  under  these  names  by  others. 

I  would  also  point  out  that  your  correspondent  puts  into 
my  mouth  an  expression,  "who  classifies  Corixa  and 
Notonecta  among  the  beetles  (Coleoptera),"  which  I 
never  used.  This  is  simply  the  old,  and  far  from  honour- 
able device,  of  putting  up  a  straw  figure  for  the  pleasure  of, 
knocking  it  down.  I  never  cla'rsed  these  animals  amongst 
the  beetles.  Writing  as  an  angler  for  anglers,  I  used'the . 
phrise  "  other  beetles,"  which  can  by  no  straining  of  the 
truth  be  applied  to  Corixa,  &c.  Does  my. critic  expect 
that  I  would  take  up  your  time  and  space  with  a 
disquisition  on  the  difference  between  water  bugs  and 
water  beetles  ?  ^  Such  pedantry  reminds  me  of  Lowell's 
gentle  sarcasm,  who  wiites  of  a  certain  creature  as 
"  Cimex  lectularius,  I  mean  the  common  bed  bug."  Nay, 
more,  had  I  erred  I  had  done  so  in  very  good  company, 
for  Mr.  Halford  speaks  of  his  first  Coiixa  thus :  "  Mr. 
Marryat  knew  the  insect  at  ones  as  one  of  the  Corixfe, 
a  small  water  beetle."  Now,  when  an  observer  so 
thorough  (though,  according  to  Mr.  Walker,  unscientific) 
bad  met  so  comparatively  few  specimens,  even  although  he 
does  seetn  to  have  obtained  more  litterly,  surely  it  looks 
as  if  trout  were  not  greedy  after  Coiixa,  in  rivers  at  least. 
And  really  I  have  no  objection  to  sharing  the  damn^ition  of 
Mr.  Halfordratherttan  the  superfine  alysiumof  Mr.  Walker 

Now  for  a  little  bit  of  autobiography  (with  which  I 
regret  to  be  forced  to  trouble  your  readers),  that  they  may 
judge  for  themselves  whether  I  have  a  right  to  write  on 
these  subjects.  I  have  had  the  advantage  (which  Mr. 
Walker  apparently  has  not)  of  a  scientific  education  in 
natural  history  under  two  well  known  zoologists, 
Prefessors  Allman,  and  Wyville  Thomson,  of  Challenger 
fame.  Since  this,  for  nearly  thirty  years,  I  have  made  it 
my  hobby  to  post-mortem  trout,  especially  attending  to 
the  contents  of  their  stomachs.  Besides  this,  I  have  two 
large  aquaria  and  a  specially  constructed  experimental 
pond,  with  a  glass  window  let  into  one  side,  for  the  special 
purpose  of  watching  trout  and  their  food,  and  I  have  fed 
trout  with  supplies  of  the  very  creatures  in  question. 
These  are  my  reasons  for  thinking  that  I  might  know 
something  of  this  subject. 

As  to  entomology,  I  do  not  profess  to  be  an  expert,  my 
ptincipal  interest  in  insects  being  confined  to  their  use  as 
food  for  fishes  ;  but  I  at  least  know  the  common  or  garden 
humbug  (Pseudocimex  ambulator)  when  1  see  one ;  and, 
in  fact,  I  am  making  a  collection  of  the  creatures. 

Mr.  Walke-,  had  he  read  my  letter  carefully,  would 
have  seen  that  my  unsuccessful  fly  was  intended  merely  to 
imitate  a  typical  beetle  ;  in  fact,  I  think  that  were  he  to 
look  a  little  more  carefully  at  what  I  said  he  will  find  that 
most  of  his  arguments,  or  rather  assertions,  are  simply 
illusory.  For  instance,  he  points  out  to  me  that  the 
habits,  &c  ,  of  the  Water  Boatman  are  quite  different  to 
those  of  the  Corixae .  Who  ever  said  they  {were  ?  1  only 
mentioned  Notonecta,  because  when  swallowed  and  half- 
digested,  it  might  be  carelessly  mistaken  for  Coiixa.  Of 
course  Mr.  Walker's  idea  is  plain  enough  :  my  obser- 
vations don't  suit  his  theories,  therefore  he_  tries  to 
discredit  me  and  them,  a  plan  more  ingenious  than 
ingenuous.  I  shall,  therefore,  expect  him  to  prove  my 
"  absolute  ignorance  "  of  the  matter  in  hand,  or  apologise. 
— Yours,  &c.,  T.  Spence. 

Edinburgh.  ____  ' 

WHA.T  WILL  BE  THE  RESULT  OF  INTRO- 
DUCING RA.INBOW  TROUT  INTO  STREAMS 
WHERE  TROUT  ARE  ? 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion  in 
regard  to  this  rainbow  trout.  Some  anglers  hold  that  this 
fish  is  cannibalistic,  and  others  that  it  is  not,  but  no  one  has 
brought  forward  proofs  either  one  way  or  the  other.  In 
my  humble  opinion,  it  is  the  spawning  time  when  the 
damage  is  done.  Take,  for  instance,  the  introduction  of 
grayling  into  trout  streams.  What  has  been  the  outcome  ? 
A  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  trout.  And  for  what 
reason  ?    Because  they  spawn  at  different  times. 

During  the  trout  spawning  season  the  grayling,  although 
almost  in  its'best  condition,  have  not  a  great  quantity  of 
flies,  &c.,  to  feed  on  ;  therefore  it  stands  to  reason  that  it 
must  take  a  very  large  quantity  of  trout  ova,  and  hence 
the  decrease  of  trout  where  once  they  used  to  be  in  great 
numbers  until  the  introduction  of  the  grayling.  I  dare  say 
some  will  think  that  it  is  the  same  with  the  1;rout,  but  it  is 
not.  When  the  grayliog  are  spawning  there  is  a  good  stock 
of  flies,  &o. ;  Si  that  the  (rout  have  a  greater  variety  of 
food,  and  are  not  dependent  on  grayling  ova  for  their  food 
as  in  the  case  of  the  grayling. 

The  rainbow  trout  spawns  about  the  same  time  as  the 
grayling,  so  that  if  you  place  the  rainbow  in  the  grayling's 
place  there  is  every  danger  of  Salmo  indfus  depopulating 
trout  streams  as  the  grayling  has  done.  This,  1  have  no 
doubt,  will  be  the  result  of  introducing  rainbow  trout  into 
streams  where  there  are  trout. — Yours  truly,  Aln. 

[Herr  Jaff^  says  that  he  "would  not  think  of  letting 
the  rainbow  compete  with  the     fario  where  the' farie 


does  well,  but  we  like  it  very  much  for  ponds,  reservoirs, 
and  deepish  streams,  where  the  fario  does  not  do  well,  or 
gives  no  proper  sport.".  Surely  thij  amply  justifies  the 
warnings  we  have  given  as  to  care  being  necessary  before 
introducing  the  rainbow.  As  our  correspondent  "  Aln  " 
points  out,  if  the  rainbow  is  put  into  a  trout  stream  with 
our  native  trout  he  will  eat  the  trout's  eggs,  and  the  trout 
will  eat  his,  as  they  spawn  at  different  periods  of  the  year. 
It  has  been  stated  that  we  said  the  rainbow  is  a  cannibal. 
This  we  never  said.  Some  correspondent  wrote  to  ask  the 
question;  and  as  we  did  not  know  we  put  his  query  in  the 
F.  (?.  '  Professor  Brown  Goode  states  that  in  its  native 
Californian  rivers  the  rainbow  is  a  great  destroyer  of  the 
eggs  of  the  salmon.  We  notice  that  a  large  number  of 
rainbow  trout  have  recently  been  put  into  the  Aln,  a  trout 
stream  in  Northumberland,  which  is  hardly  the  water 
Herr  Jaffe  advises  should  be  selected. — Ed.] 

WET  FLIES.  '    ■  .: 

Sib, — I  ain  shocked  to  think  I  said  anything  that  ponid 
in  the  least  ".  lacerate  "  any  feelings  of  one  who  writes  ao 
genially  and  forgivingly  as  "  A  White-headed  Novice" 
does  in  your  recent  issue,  and  can  assure  him  that  nothing 
was  farther  from  my  intentions  when  indulging  in  what 
he  very  properly  recognises  as  only  in  the  main  a  bit  of 
fun  than  any  thoughts  of  doing  so..  But  at  the  same  tince 
I  would  not  for  ai  moment  venture  to  assert,  even  in  joke, 
that  "  when  they,  (trout)  take  an  artificial  fly  they  do  not 
think  it  is  a  fly  at  all,"  as  your  correspondent 'represents 
me  as  doing;:  at  "least,  I  would  not  advance  it 'as, a 
general  proposition. But  surely,  at  the  same  time,  the 
experience  of  many  of  us  drives  us  irresistibly  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  are  at  least  moments  now  and  then  in 
fish  life  when  it  is  true.  What,  for  instance,  am  I  to 
make  of  a  demented  ilb.  trout  who  goes  for  a  Durham 
Ranger  some  two  or  three  inches  in  length,  except  that 
he  IS  demented  or  worse  ?  Does  the  wretched  creature 
take  this  weird  and  monstrous,  blazing  portend  for  a  fly,' 
and,  if  so,  what  fly  ?  Of  course,  one  does  not  want  to 
ipake  too  much  of  a  casual  experience  of  this  kind.  StiU, 
all  facts  have  their  uses ;  and  I  well  recollect  some  years 
ago,  when  on  my  last  salmon  outing  with  fly  in  Donegal, 
pulling  out  three  or  four  little  trout  daily  on  ealmoti  flies 
which  were,  in  some  cases,  positively  half  the  length  of 
the  little  fish  themselves.  Solomon,  with  all  his  wisdom, 
confesses  that  the  way  of  a -salmon  with  a  fly  is  bjyond 
him  (he  speaks,  of  course,  of  "  a  fish  in  the  sea,"  but  we 
all  know  what  he  meant),  and  I  am  quite  of  the  royal 
sage's  way  of  thinking.  Let  us  call  the  salmon's  "  rise  " 
a  thing  of  madness,  royal  rage,  cutiDsity,  playfulness, 
what  you  will — is  it  not  possible,  nay,  antecedently  pro- 
bable, that  just  once  in  a  way  his  humble  relation,  the 
trout,  may  so  far  forget  his  more  intelligible  habits  as  to 
go  for  the  unaccustomed  and  mysterious,  and  take  ho 
knows  not  what,  or  cares,  thereby  upsetting  theories  ard 
vexing  the  souls  of  men?  Nay,  I  will  go  farther,  and 
have  done  with  it.  I  shall,  greatly  daring,  maintain  that 
there  are  moments  in  the  life  of  every  trout  that  swims, 
moments  of  strange  and  wayward  eccentricity,  when  no 
accustomed  food,  or  cunningest  artificial  representation  of 
it,  will  make  him  move  ;  and  yet  some  bizarre  "^'fr^ak  *' 
will  instantly  take  a  rise  out  of  him.  And  so,  having 
reached  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  my  heresy,  let  me  ask  what 
harm  is  in  it  ?  I  do  not  dream  of  suggesting  ,that  the 
angler  should  depart  from  the  beaten  paths  and  give  the 
preference  to  strange  freaks,  on  the  off  chares  of  killing 
the  odd  fish  in  a  thousand,  that  possibly  nothing  else  but 
the  thing  he  has  up  would  at  the  moihent  kill.  My 
theory,  in  fact,  is  to  the  angler  practically  barren  and  of 
no  account ;  but  to  the  observant  and  speculative,  •whether 
angler  or  not,  it  has  its  interest,  and  possibly,  by  and  by, 
its  uses. 

Undoubtedly,  the  floating  dry  fly,  which  is  in  all  things 
but  life  the  trout's  verital)le  food  itself,  means  the  acme 
of  the  angler's  art,  and,  rightly  used,  unapproachably' the 
acme  of  his  success,  while  the'  philosophy  of  the  pheno- 
menon, of  course,  lies  on  the  surface  (this  is  not  a  pun). 
But  when  we  sink  the  fly  and  begin  to  drag  hiin  about 
under  the  water,  we  should  pauss  and  consider  the  altered 
situation.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  believe  that  were  a 
dead  and  drowned  March  Brown,  for  instance,  to  begia 
darting  (excuse  the  will  hypothesis)  up  and  across  stream, 
under  the  surface,  A  la  chuck-and-chancer,  that  a  trout 
would  take  it  without  hesitition,  and  the  more  readily  so 
the  more  unmistakably  a  March  Brown  it  appeared ;  andj 
therefore,  I  say  to  the  wet  fly  man,  "Let  your  March 
Brown,  or  whatever  it  is  you  have  up,  imitate  the  natural 
insect  to  the  very  life  if  possible,  and  the  better  your 
sport  will  undoubtedly  be."  But  still  there  is  another 
remark  to  make  with  whatever  possibilities  it  may 
suggest.  Would  your  trout  take  such  an  erratic  moving 
March  Brown  if  it  had  never  seen  any  insect  prey  com- 
porting itself  in  the  same  fashion  previously  ?  I  doubt  it. 
I  rather  fancy  it  would  shrink  away  under  a  stone  at  the 
spectacle  of  such  a  dancirg  prodigy  were  it  not  that  your 
water  beetles  and  beasties  of  Muds— here  the  Cbrixaj 
come  in — have  made  such  a  motion  familiar  ;  arid  con- 
sequently one  may  be  pardoned  for  going  farther,  and 
suspecting  that  your  wet  fly  suggests  by  its  motion  the 
aquatic  insect,  and  for  this  reason  is  not  examined  with 
too  critical  an  eye  as  to  its  resemblance  in  form  and 
colour  to  the  March  Brown  of  Nature.  The  voice  is 
Jacob's  voice,  but  the  hands  are  the  bands  of  Esau  ;  the 
colour  and  form  may  suggest  doubts,  but  the  motion^  is 
alt  right,  and  so  the  trout  dares  it  and  dies.  But  still, 
the  broad  fact  remains  that  fidelity  to  Nature  holds  the 
field  as  lessening  the  chances  of  suspicion,  though  the 
wet  nondescript  will  kill  so  long  as  he  is  not  too  unlike 
some  favourite  aquatic  beastie  or  other.  Whether  he  is 
very  like  some  Jly  or  not  will  not  be  questioned  bo  loiig 
as  he  fulfils  this  condition. 

If  t  her  a  be  anything  in  this,  two  thing  3_  remain  to  be 
mentioned.    In  the  first  place,  good  artibcial  imitations 
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of  tbese  aquatic  insects  of  the  Coiixte  class,  and  otlipr?, 
seem  to  be  a  desideratum  ;  and  there  is  here  an  opening 
for  Mr.  Walker  or  any  enterprising  experimentalist  with 
a  taste  in  that  way.  Have  we  not  been  a  little  too  much 
led  V.y  the  nose,  or,  rather  by  the  obvious  which  goes  on 
under  it,  in  the  matter  of  artificial  "flies"  for  trout,  to 
the  almost  total  neglect  of  what  goes  on  in  the  water  as 
well  as  on  its  surface  ?  Of  course,  we  are  continually 
witnessing  feeding  fish  devouring  their  surface  food  ;  and, 
■stimulated  by  the  possibilities  which  the  spectacle  sug- 
gests, we  have  gone  away  and,  liying  all  creation  under 
contribution,  hive  undoubtedly  worked  wonders  in  the 
way  of  artificial  flies.  But  why  stop  at  the  surface 't 
Why  not  watch  what  goes  on  under  it,  and  show  our 
dexterity  in  ensnaring  our  wily  prey  through  this  infirmity 
of  his,  this  weakness  for  clocks  and  shrimps  and  "  boat- 
men," a  task  as  interesting  and  probably  more  difBoult 
than  the  other  ?  There  seems  here  a  field  for  unsuspected 
possibilities. 

The  last  thing  to  be  remarked  is,  that  tlie  wet  fly  man 
is,  after  all,  but  a  "  beastie  "  fisher  at  bottom,  the  troller 
of  a  Jock  Scott,  a  Greenwell's  Glory,  or  a — Corisa,  being 
all  in  the  same  boat,  and  any  attempt  to  make  an  invidious 
distinction  between  them  to  the  disparagement  of  the 
latter  is  simply  all  in  my  eye  and  Betty  Martin. 

MONA. 

P.S. — Mr.  Spenca's  experienc3  with  his  "  likely  fly,"  a 
beetle  "  fly  "  apparently,  is,  I  venture  to  think,  the  most 
remarkable  thing  I  ever  met  with  in  the  world  of  angling, 
profoundly  suggestive,  even  mysteriously  so.  Of  course, 
it  deals  my  own  theorising  a  staggering  blow,  for  here  is  a 
Inre  which  satisfies  the  two  essential  and  sufficient  con- 
ditions, viz.,  natural  movement  and  resemblance  to  an 
aquatic  food  insect,  and  still  it  turns  out  a  dead  failure. 
It  seems,  however,  to  prove  too  much  ;  but,  anyway,  Mr. 
Spetcs  merits  our  thanks  for  telling  us  about  it. — M. 


STIFFENING  SALMON  LINES. 
Sib, — Will  one  of  your  readers  tell  me  a  simple  method 
(if  stiffening  salmon  lines  ?    Re-dressing  by  the  makers  is 
not  very  successful,  and  takes  too  long  a  time. — Thanking 
you  in  anticipation,  yours,  &c.,  John  Hall. 


Lira,  and  I  ran  to  a  farmhouse,  borrowed  the  only  possible 
tool  they  had,  a  riddle,  and  used  it  in  place  of  a  net.    l  am 
afraid  the  length  was  not  properly  taken. — Yours  faith- 
fully, H.  P.  EOBINSON. 
Winwood,  Tunbridge  Wells. 
March  14, 1898.   

FISHING  AT  ABEKGAVENNY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  (Mr.  H. 
Periiu),  there  is  a  smaU  stretch  of  association  water  at 
Abergavenny,  where  day  or  season  tickets  may  be  obtained 
for  visitors.  Trout  day  tickets,  2s.  6d.  Persons  staying 
at  the  Angel  Hotel  have  free  use  of  such  ticket.  1  hava 
also  several  stretches  of  water  on  the_  Usk.  This  I  let 
tickets  on  by  day,  week,  or  month  to  \i-itor3  to  the  hotel 
only.  I  know  of  no  other  means  of  obtaining  fishing  near 
here,  as  unfortunately  the  waters  are  tiken  up  by  private 
gantlemen.  I  have  sufiioient  water  for  eight  or  ten  trout 
rods.    Trout  are  now  going  well. — Yours,  &c., 

John  Pbichakd. 

Angel  Hotel,  Abergavenny. 


FORMATION  OF  AN  ANGLING  CLUB  FOR  RIVER 
DOVE,  YORKSHIRE. 
Deae  Sir, — Since  my  last  writing  you  respecting  the 
kelds,  or  springs,  on  this  and  its  neighbouring  streams,  a 
great  improvement  as  to  protection  has  taken  place. 
Several  portions  of  private  property  have  been  rented  at 
good  sums,  and  fishing  for  the  general  public  was  becoming 
scarce.  Lovers  of  the  gentle  art  in  the  town  of  Kirby- 
moorside  have  combined  and  added  to  their  present  owner- 
ship several  remaining  portions  of  the  stream,  so  as  to 
form  a  club,  commencing  at  the  town  and  extending  to 
within  one  farm  of  the  noted  river  Rye,  thus  stopping  lots 
of  illegal  fifiliing,  carried  on  without  lot  or  hinderance  near 
the  town.  A  meeting  was  held  this  week,  a  committee 
formed,  and  preliminary  rules  drawn  up  ;  but  it  is  expected 
to  be  able  shortly  to  include  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  avail- 
able fishing  below  the  town,  entering  the  Rye,  to  the 
extent  of  five  or  six  miles  in  a  straight  line,  with  tributaries 
entering  the  same. 

The  southern  extremity  of  this  River  Dove  Angling 
Club  is  Sparrow  Hall  Farm,  considered  the  choicest 
portion  of  the  Dove,  for  although  called  by  that  name,  it 
is  joined  by  its  tributary  the  river  Hodge  about  half-way 
down  the  club  stream.  This  lower  beat  has  been  rented 
and  strictly  protected  for  many  years,  and  is  noted  for 
its  run  of  large  trout  and  grayling  (rarely  fished  for)  which 
has  reached  an  exceptional  size.  All  fish  have  a  tendancy 
to  run  up  stream,  and  as  those  entering  from  the  Rye 
cannot  pass  Kirbymoorside  and  run  underground,  owing 
to  the  kelds,  a  run  of  trout  is  found  here  larger  than  many 
of  the  noted  Scotch  fishings.  It  may  be  well  to  mention 
for  the  benefit  of  strangers  that  the  committee  are 
allowing  a  limited  number  of  day  and  weekly  tickets,  and 
that  a  number  of  non-residents  are  admitted  into  the  club 
(mainly  established  for  the  use  of  the  town's  private 
anglers)  without  entrance  and  at  a  moderate  charge,  it 
being  ditficult  and  expensive  to  acquire  fishing  on  several 
portii  ni  of  some  of  the  neighbouring  streams. 

Mr.  Shaw,  of  Welburn  Hall,  has  lately  come  to  reside 
amongst  us,  and  having  purchased  this  estate,  and  also 
some  other  portions  bordering  on  the  streams  mentioned 
his  son,  J.  Reginald  Shaw,  has  been  appointed  president 
it  being  mainly  through  his  instrumentality  that  this  club 
was  formed,  which  only  needs  a  little  re-stocking  to 
become  one  of  the  best  in  this  part  of  Yorkshire. _  His  fish 
pcnd  at  the  Hall,  in  times  gone  by,  was  applied  ts  for 
tench  to  assist  in  stocking  such  ponds  as  Castle  Howard, 
Welham  Hall,  Malton,  and  other  private  waters.  The 
writer  had  his  first  lesson  on  catching  fish  for  the  purpose 
at  the  same  pond,  which  is  now  considerably  increased  and 
improved,  the  present  owner  having  also  placed  a  dam 
across  the  flood  bed  of  the  Hodge  (in  his  private  grounds), 
at  which  the  fish  over  lib.  each  are  now  no  rarity,  and  it 
is  surprising  how  large  grayling  attain  in  this  immediate 
neighbourhood. — Yours  truly,  J.  0.  Frank 

LARGE  GRAYLING. 

Dear  Sra, — In  Bowlker's  "  Art  of  Angling,"  in  the 
article  on  the  grayling.  Edition  1854,  is  this  paragraph : 

"  The  largest  grayling  ever  caught  in  England  was  taken 
at  Ludlow  ;  it  measured  above  Jyd.  in  length,  and  weighed 
4ilb." 

Now,  the  point  of  my  story  is,  that  I  landed  that  fish, 
and  long  as  it  is  ago,  about  1842 — fifty-six  years  ago — I 
have  a  very  distinct  recollection  of  seeing  that  fish  weighed 
in  proper  scales — not  steelyards — in  a  shop  in  the  town, 
and  old  enough  (twelve)  to  understand  the  weights.  It 
was  caught  by  my  father,  who  was  a  good  fisherman,  at 
Ashford,  near  Ludlow,  with  the  fly.    He  had  no  net  with 


fly  dressed  as  fellows  :  Tail,  red  ;  body,  yellow ;  hackb, 
red  ;  wings,  two  long  strips  of  white  with  a  shorter  sciirlet 
Ibis  feather  tied  on  each  side.  The  size  should  vary  from 
about  No.  1  (for  lakes)  to  No.  8  (for  rivers),  where  it  U 
shallow.  For  salmon,  spoons  will  be  very  useful.  A 
grilse  rod  for  trout,  and  a  stout  salmon  spinning  rod  will 
be  found  indispensable,— Yours,  &c.,         W.  Martin. 


"STRAIGHT  PULL"  SEA  CHOPSTICK. 
Dear  Sir,— Regarding  the  "  straight  pull  "  sea  chop- 
stick  (or  as  you  term  it,  the  paternoster),  in  to-day's 
Fishing  Gazette,  there  is  really  nothing  new  in  the  rig,  as 
we  have  made  this  wire  chopstick  for  the  last  twenty 


jea's,  and  although  only  costing  .3d.  each  (without  the 
hook  or  lead)  we  never  looked  upon  it  as  anything 
startling.  It  always  answers  its  purpose. — Yours  faith- 
fully^ Campbell  McPherson. 
Southampton.  ____ 

OIL  PLY  DRESSING  LAMP  WANTED. 
Dear  Sib,— In  your  paper  of  Saturday,  the  19th  inst., 
"  Strathspey  "  asks  for  information  with  reference  to  an 
oil  lamp,  from  the  light  of  which  he  can  tie  flies.  Will  you 
allow  me  to  give  him  my  experience  of  fly  tying  by  lamp 
light  ? 

When  I  first  learnt  how  to  tie  a  fly,  not  la  the  workman 
like  manner  £0  ably  being  discussed  by  "Athenian,"  but 
S(m«  vice,  and  yet  more  crudely  sans  pliers,  I  was  So 
energetic  about  the  matter  of  fishing  that  I  hardly  lost  a 
day  without  being  on  the  river  (except  Sunday,  which  in 
this  country  is  a  matter  yet  unheard  of.  Did  you  say,  sir, 
"How  narrow-minded  you  are  Pheasant  Tail  ?  "  If  so, 
you  will  forgive  me  for  saying  you  hcd  lost  the  "line  of 
the  drag."  My  reason  is  not  because  "the  seventh  day 
is,  &c."  No,whether  I  may  be  right  or  wrong,  it  is  not  that 
way  ;  it  is  any  other  way) ,  consequently  I  had  no  other 
time  than  the  evening  to  renew  my  stock  of  flies,  as  they 
required  renewing,  which  was  pretty  often  in  those  days. 
For  some  time  I  went  on  thus,  feeling  no  bad  effects.  At 
length  one  morning  when  I  awoke  I  was  surprised  to  find 
I  could  not  sse  the  end  of  the  bed.  Of  course,  I  rubbed 
my  eyes  with  my  hands,  thinking,  perhaps,  I  had  caught 
a  cold  in  my  eyes.  For  some  hours  I  lay  trying  to  under 
stand  what  was  the  matter,  and  as  you  will  understand 
no  doubt,  no  too  comfortable  thoughts  ran  through  my 
mind.  Every  attention  was  paid  me  by  those  about  me 
without  effect,  and  at  length  the  doctor  was  sent  for.  I 
explained  what  was  the  matter  to  him,  and  he  imme 
diately  asked,  knowing  the  craze  upon  me  at  that  time  foi 
fishing  (I  don't  think  it  has  yet  evaporated,  Mr.  Editor 
but  "  itbaint  as  it  used  tu  waas  "),  if  "rl  had  been  tyinj 
fliesat  night  time."  I  confessed  the  fact.  "  Then,"  said  he 
"  if  you  want  to  retain  the  great  gift,  sight,  never  tie 
another  except  in  broad  daylight."  I  never  have.— 
Yours  truly,  _    Pheasant  Tail. 

A  FLY-DRESSING  VICE  WANTED. 

SiR^—Will  "  Athenian  "  kindly  say  where  I  can  get  a 
"  Hawksley  "  vice,  fitted  with  "  Athenian  "  clips,  suitable 
for  dressing  trout  small  flies  ?  „  ,        r  i 

In  his  article  of  Dec.  4  he  gives  Messrs.  Holtzapptel, 
of  64,  Charing-cross,  as  makers  of  this  vice,  but  although 
I  have  written  to  this  firm,  sending  stamped  envelope,  I 
have  been  unable  to  get  a  reply.  A  friend  has  also  written 
them  two  or  three  times,  with  the  same  result. 

Thanking  "Athenian"  in  anticipation,  and  for  his 
excellent  articles  on  fly-dressing,  which  are  very  helpful.— 
Yours,  &c..  Throstle  Wing  Dun 

DerlDy.   

FISHING  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
Dear  Sib,— Having  a  brother  in  British  Columbia,  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  give  Mr.  A.  W.  Wills  some  slight 
assistance  in  the  choice  of  his  tickle  for  his  trip.  For 
rainbow  trout  the  beet  flies  are  those  in  which  the  pre- 
vailing shade  is  brown,  such  as  March  Brown,  Alder,  and 
Turkey  wings,  with  red,  orange,  and  yellow  bodies.  Also 


THE  3lb.  3oz.  0U8E  ROACH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Feb.  20  your  correspond -nt 
Clayr  Kenwal"  quotes  a  letter,  dated  Oct.  2,  1897, 
asking  the  weight  of  the  heaviest  pure  roach  recorded, 
and  goes  on  to  say  the  fish  ciugbt  in  the  Sussex  Ouse 
seems  to  him  to  have  a  lot  of  the  chub  about  it;  also 
asking  how  to  tell  a  pure  roach  from  a  hybrid.  I  would 
suggest  to  the  writer  of  Oct.  2,  as  he  lives  in  Brighton,  to  ; 
go  and  citch  one  31b.  3oz.,  also  a  chub  about  5lb.,  put 
them  side  by  side,  and  say  where  the  roach  ends  and  the 
chub  begins,  he  will  then  soon  decide  the  question  for 
himself. 

With  regard  to  the  last  word  in  his  letter,  "  hybril,"  I 
am  bold  enough  to  ask  did  he  or  anyone  else  ever  see  one  ? 
Let  him  refer  to  Pinnell  and  see  what  he  says  of  hybrids, 
or  ask  any  fish  salesman  or  fisherman  in  his  own  town  or 
in  any  other  town  if  they  ever  saw  one.  I  do  not  think  I 
am  far  wrong  if  I  sum  up  in  one  word  the  judgment  of 
those  who  say  they  do  not  think  the  31b.  2oz.  fish  is  a 
roach,  and  that  word  is  jealousy. — Yours,  &c., 

Ouse  Season  Ticket  Holder. 
[We  should  like  to  see  a  photo  of  the  31b.  3oz.  roach;. 
Crossing  between  roach,  rudd,  bream,  &c.,  are  very 
common,  but  we  doubt  if  chub  and  roach  ever  cross. — Ed.j 


SPECIMEN  FISH. 
Dear  Sik,— With  reference  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  F.  F. 
Roberts,  giving  acJitional  specimen  chub  to  those 
mentioned  in  "Clayr  Kenwal's  "  recent  article,  I  think 
"  C.  K."  might  well  add  the  fine  chub  of  71b.  loz.  taken 
at  Henley  on  Oct.  26,  1897,  by— Yours,  &c., 

  Stanley  Mead, 

THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 

Dear  Sir,— May  I  appeal  to  you,  for  the  last  time  this 
year,  to  announce,  in  connection  with  the  above,  the 
receipt  of  the  follovnng  subscriptions  since  your  last  issue  : 
G.  H.  Bacchus,  lOs. ;  G.  Bishop,  2s.  6d. ;  G.  F.  Wilson, 
2s.  6d. ;  S.  B.  Wilson,  2s.  6d. ;  W.  G.  Wilson,  23.  6d. 

I  also  take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  to  yourself  and 
our  other  good  friends,  who  have  testified  to  their  appre- 
ciation of  the  object  by  subscribing  to  the  fund,  my  best 
thanks.  I  believe  our  "guests"  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant 
and  comfortable  evening,  judging  from  the  expressions 
that  fell  from  them. — Yours,  &c., 

H.  WhITMORE  HiGGINS. 


THE  CHAMPIONSHIP  OF  THE  THAMES. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  Straw  Hat's  "  letter  in  your 
last  issue,  I  wish  to  say  I  never  offered,  as  suggested,  f-) 
make  a  match  to  fish  the  Trent  or  any  other  river  than 
the  Thames.  I  am  a  Thames  fisherman,  and  my  original 
offer,  to  fish  anybody,  in  the  Thames,  for  fish  of  all  tinds, 
up  to  f  100  a-side,  is  still  open.  My  view  is  that  a  pro- 
fessional should  be  able  to  fish  for  all  the  various  kinds  of 
fish  the  Thames  river  contains,  only  I  should  not,  however, 
object  to  making,  say,  three  matches  with  Spong,  or  any 
other  man,  for  three  kinds  of  fish  on  different  days.  _  I 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  "  Straw  Hat  "  if  he  will  bring 
about  a  match  with  professionals  whom  he  siys  are 
disposed  to  try  conclusions  with  me.  I  would  add  that  a 
gentleman,  who  sometimes  fishes  with  me,  is  prepared 
to  fish  "Straw  Hat"  for  a  cup  and  bet  of  £25  a-side, 
"Straw  Hat"  to  be  attended  by  Spong,  the  other 
gentleman  by— Yours  faithfully,  John  Keene. 

Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  PUT  INTO  THE  RIVER 
ALN,  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
"On  March  8  over  one  thousand  yearling  Rainbow 
Trout  {Sulmo  irideus),  supplied  bythe  Wyresdale  Fishery, 
Garstang,  Lancashire.  Ihe  yearlings  arrived  by  the  1.15 
express,  and  were  in  first-rate  condition,  not  a  dead  or 
sickly  fish  amongst  them.  The  ova  from  which  these  fish 
were  hatched  were  taken  from  selected  fish  of  five  and  six 
years  old.  Mr.  A.  H.  Thew  kindly  lent  two  carts  and 
men  from  his  Lesbury  Mill  to  convey  the  cases  to  their 
destination.  Several  of  the  members  of  the  association 
were  present,  namely,  Mr.  J .  Humphrey  Willyams,  repre- 
senting Earl  Percy,  the  lessee  of  the  fishing  rights, 
Messrs.  H.  A.  Payuter  (chairman),  Wm.  Hardy,  Wm. 
Robertson,  R.  B.  Robson,  N.  Dunn,  J.  de  C.  Paynter 
(the  honorary  secretary),  and  E.  CuUey  (the  water  bailiff). 
The  first  can  of  fish  was  emptied  in  the  streams  flowing 
round  the  Flint  MiU,  the  second  in  the  stream  below  the 
Kennel  ford,  the  third  a  little  below  the,  Willow  Burn 
mouth,  the  fourth  in  the  streams  below  Hawkhill  Bridge, 
the  fifth  in  the  streams  above  Hawkhill  Bridge,  and  the 
sixth  a  little  above  Denwick  Burn  month.  The  fish 
seemed  quite  at  home  in  the  waters  of  the  Aln,  and 
darted  away  up  stream  in  the  most  lively  manner.  'The 
fish  were  supplied  by  the  generosity  of  some  of  the 
enthusiastic  supporters  of  the  Association,  and  were 
procured  by  Mr.  W.  Hardy,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Hardy 
Bros  ,  Alnwick ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  if  anglers  should 
citch'any  of  these  fish,  which  are  readily  recognised  by 
their  superb  marking  from  the  ordinary  trout,  that  they 
will  handle  them  in  the  gentlest  manner  and  return  them 
to  the  river,  and  give  them  a  chance  of  spawning  next 
seaeon."— Aln  a-icl-  and  County  Qazetf£.  ; 
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  NOTICE.   


The  Fishins  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Bookstalls 
and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  MiasTON,  Editor  of  the  FiSHiNa  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 
Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such 
communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10s.  6d. 

„  Six  Months  ditto.  ditto.  5b.  4d. 

.,  Three  Months         ditto.  ditto.  28.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage  12s.  6d. 
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Small  advertisements  4s.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  Life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Adveetisbmbnt  Manaqbb,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


In  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Trade  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  "  will  be  published 
on  Thursday  next  (April  7)  instead  of  Saturday, 
April  9.  Wholesale  Agents  can  receive  their 
supplies  on  Thursday  evening,  April  7,  on  which 
evening  also  subscribers'  copies  will  be  posted. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPOBATBD 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  2nd,  1898. 


NEW  ZEALAND  TROUT  AT  THE 
AQUARIUM. 

On  Thursday  there  were  on  exhibition  at  the 
Westminster  Aquarium  twenty-two  New  Zealand 
iroufc  frozen  in  blocks  of  ice.  The  fish  were 
brought  over  by  Mr.  Latour,  and  were  caught  by 
seven  anglers  in  the  river  Waitaki  on  Jan.  5 ;  they 
run  from  fib.  to  81b.  in  weight,  and  appeared  to 
be  fine  fish  in  good  condition,  as  far  as  could  be 
seen  through  the  ice  in  which  they  are  embedded. 

Some  large  rainbow  trout  from  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery  also  arrived  on  Thursday,  and  were  feed- 
in;  in  the  afternoon.  In  our  opinion,  Mr. 
Valentine  Corrie's  splendid  two-year-old  fario 
from  Winchester  are  the  finest  fish  in'  the 
exhibition. 


_  Angling  before  Breakfast.  —  My  expe- 
rience has  taught  me  just  one  thing  for  sure, 
which  I  wish  every  beginner  would  paste  on  his 
nose  where  he  could  feel  it  when  it  is  too  dark  to 
see ;  and  that  is,  if  you  are  going  fishing,  hunt- 
ing, or  sailing  before  breakfa&t,  eat  breakfast  first, 
and  a  good  breakfa&t  is  a  cup  of  good,  hot  coffee, 
with  bread,  butter,  and  a  couple  of  eggs.  I  spoiled 
many  a  morning's  pleasure  before  I  learned  this. 
— V.E.  Montague,  in  Fm-est  and  Stream. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  IN  BRITISH  WATERS. 

A  Paper  hy  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  Angling  Editor  of  the  "Field,"  read  before  the  Piscatorial  Society 

in  his  absence  by  Mr.  David  Wilson. 


The  KainbuW  Trout  (Salmo  irideiirij. 
From  "American  Fishes,"  by  G.  Brown  Goode,  published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Isss. 


The  rainbow  trout  (Salmo  irideus)'  is  at  the 
present  moment  on  its  trial,  both  literally  in 
British  waters,  and  figuratively  amongst  British 
anglers.  This  is  nothing  new,  for  the  hand- 
some American  fish  has  been  to  a  consider- 
able degree  in  that  position  with  us  for  many 
years.  The  point,  however,  for  immediate  con- 
sideration is  that  there  seems  to  be  here  and  there 
an  inclination  to  discuss  the  subject  with  partisan 
warmth.  This,  I  would  venture  to  say,  is  not  at 
all  necessary,  seeing  that  our  only  object  can  be 
to  advance  the  interests  of  our  sport ;  and  that 
even  the  interests  of  the  fish  itself  will  be  better 
advanced  if  we  approach  an  investigation  of  its 
claims  in  a  purely  judicial  spirit. 

It  is  not  a  little  surprising  that  many  persons 
appear  to  be  under  the  impression  that  the  rain- 
bow trout  is  quite  a  new  introduction  to  British 
waters,  and  that  he  has  not  made  the  headway  he 
deserves  because  he  has  never  been  yet  properly 
made  known  to  the  country.  This  is  not  by  any 
means  the  case,  and  I  think  it  may  help  us  all  if 
we  devote  a  few  minutes  to  a  plain  rehearsal  of 
some  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  Those  who  are 
not  aware  of  them  will  then  see  exactly  where  we 
stand ;  and  those  of  us  who  may  have  forgotten 
certain  circumstances  may  not  receive  harm  from 
having  them  recalled  to  mind. 

And  let  me  begin  by  explaining  that  I  do  not 
pretend  that  my  statement  covers  all  that  is  to 
be  told  about  the  rainbow  trout,  but  I  think  it  is 
complete,  so  far  as  it  goes.  At  any  rate,  I  can 
remember  where  I  saw  my  first  rainbow  trout. 
It  was  at  Delaford  Park,  near  West  Drayton,  in  the 
summer  of  1885.  The  National  Fish  Culture  Asso- 
ciation was  then  in  existence,  and  there  had  been 
received  from  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
a  variety  of  ova  to  experiment  upon.  Amongst 
them  were  some  eggs  of  Salmo  irideus,  and  they 
were  hatched  out  with  fair  success  in  the  estab- 
lishment which  was  then  the  property  of  the 
National  Fish  Culture  Association.  I  remember 
Mr.  Oldham  Chambers  had  put  two  or  three  of 
his  best  specimens  into  a  large  globe,  and  held  it 
up  so  that  the  sun  might  strike  upon  the  fish. 
We  were  loud  in  our.  admiration,  and  swore  by 
one  consent  that  the  rainbow  was  the  loveliest 
tinted  salmonoiod  we  had  ever  seen.  The  young 
fish  were  in  perfect  condition.  When  the  rays 
of  light  struck  into  the  globe  they  literally 
showed  all  the  iridescent  hues  of  the  rainbow. 

The  next  year  I  find  an  article  in  the  Field 
headed  "  The  Rainbow  Trout."  That  was  Dec.  4, 
1886,  and  from  the  marking  of  my  file  copy,  I  am 
aware  that,  although  the  article  has  no  signature, 
it  was  one  of  my  own  writing.  I  suppose  I  had 
got  an  interest  aroused  in  these  Delaford  speci- 
mens, and  so  had  gathered  all  the  information  I 
could,  from  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  from 
reports  and  Blue  Books  as  to  this  fish,  which  I 
observe  I  duly  described  as  the  trout  par  excellence 
of  California,  and  a  free  riser.  With  regard  to  their 
acclimatisation,  the  remark  is  made,  "  we  know 
nothing  yet  as  to  their  acclimatisation  in  British 
streams,  but  their  habits  andhaunts  in  their  native 
waters  point  them  out  as  likely  to  answer  in  this 
country." 

So  far  as  I  can  discover,  that  is  the  fii'st  article 
on  the  rainbow  trout  in  our  sporting  press,  and 
I  should  imagine,  from  a  passing  reference  in 
the  article  to  the  ponderous  volumes  of  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission,  that  I  had  been 


wading  through  them,  amongst  other  channels, 
to  get  the  information,  which  at  considerable 
length  I  there  and  then  dealt  out,  as  to  the 
appearance  and  habits,  and  anatomical  pecu- 
liarities of  the  rainbow  trout.  This  article  was 
apparently  read  by  some  one,  for  in  the  following 
week's  paper  appeared  a  letter  signed  "  Observer." 
I  do  not  remember  at  this  time  who  "  Observer  " 
was,  but  he  must  have  been  one  of  our  council  of 
the  Fish  Culture  Association,  and  intimately 
acquainted  with  all  the  operations  of  the  hatehery 
at  Delaford  Park.  He  states  definitely  in  his 
letter  how  the  eggs  came  to  this  country,  and 
although  I  do  not  afl&rm  positively,  I  do  suggest, 
with  a  good  deal  of  confidence,  that  this  is  the 
earliest,  though  not  most  definite,  account  of 
the  actual  introduction  of  the  rainbow  trout  into 
the  British  Islands.    The  letter  is  as  foUows : 

Sir, — Since  the  publication  of  the  Field  article  upon 
the  rainbow  trout,  I  have  visited  the  fish  culture  estabbah- 
ments  of  the  National  Fish  Culture  AsBociation,  at  Dela- 
ford Park,  to  inspect  this  attractive  species  of  transatlantic 
Saltnonidse.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  stating  that  it  is 
the  only  place  in  this  country  where  they  may  be  seen  to 
such  perfection,  and  in  such  numerical  proportions.  Latt 
year  the  American  Pish  Commissioners  sent  a  consign- 
ment of  eggs  of  American  Salmonidx ,  and  amongst  them 
were  ova  of  rainbow  trout.  These  were  hitched  out  by 
Mr.  Oldham  Chambers  successfully,  though  with  great 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season.  The  fry 
were  duly  turned  into  ponds,  and  grew  rapidly  into  flesh  ; 
indeed,  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  they  exceeded  in  size 
the  Salmo  fontiiialis,  which  emerges  from  the  egg  three 
months  earlier  than  the  former.  The  appearance  of  the 
fish  in  the  ponds  at  Delaford  when  they  dash  about  at 
feeding  time  is  very  striking,  their  forms  being  tinted  with 
all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow.  The  experiment  in  regard 
to  their  acclimatisation  at  Delaford  has,  np  to  the  present, 
proved  highly  satisfactory,  serving,  so  far,  to  show  that  the 
condition  of  our  water  and  cUmate  is  not  nnsnited  to  the 
requirements  of  these  fish.  The  difficulty  that  apparently 
exists  in  the  way  of  their  introduction,  is  the  lateness  of 
the  season  at  which  they  spawn.  This,  no  doubt,  accounts 
for  them  not  becoming  more  plentiful  in  the  waters  they 
inhabit ;  as  they  spawn  when  the  fry  of  other  fish  are  well 
forward,  consequently,  by  the  time  the  rainbow  trout  are 
planted,  they  are  liable  to  be  destroyed  on  their  arrival 
upon  the  scene,  just  as  the  young  fish  and  adults  are  feed- 
ing ravenously.  In  this  way  a  large  proportion  is  liable  to 
extermination.  It  may  be  that  the  S.  iride»s  would  spawn 
much  earlier  here  than  in  America,  the  climatic  corditions 
being  favourable  to  such  a  contingency.  This  suggestion 
receives  confirmation  from  the  fact  that  the  fish  at  Dela- 
ford are  already  well  developed,  and  their  appearance 
betokens  the  likelihood  of  their  spawning  soon  after 
Christmas,  which  is  about  six  weeks  earlier  than  usual. 
Should  this  be  so,  it  would  be  presumptive  evidence  of  the 
capability  of  these  fish  to  change  their  habits  and  natures 
according  to  the  conditions  under  which  they  live.  It  has 
been  stated  that  the  rainbow  trout  is  a  migratory  fish, 
but  sufficient  data  is  not  forthcoming  to  support  this 
belief.  The  statement  has  gained  currency,  in  all 
probability,  from  the  fact  of  their  disappearance  from 
locations  where  they  were  planted  ;  but  this  may  be  due 
to  the  cannibalistic  attacks  of  other  fish. 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  remember  who  was  the 
writer  of  this  letter,  but  he  must  have  had  a  close 
connection  with  Delaford,  and  writes  with  great 
common  sense.  He  had  also  evidently  studied 
what  had  been  wi-itten  in  the  States  about  these 
fish,  for  he  points  out  that  some  considered  it  a 
migratory  member  of  the  Salmonidx  family,  and 
I  need  not  mention  that  there  are  those  who  still 
argue  that  the  rainbow  trout  is  probably  a  sea- 
going fish.  On  reading  through  "  Observer's  " 
letter  a  second  time.  I  am  pretty  confident  that  a 
better  synopsis  of  the  subject  has  never  been 
written,  even  with  years  of  added  experience. 
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Things — it  may  be  remarked  in  passing — did 
not  turn  out  well  with  our  National  Fish  Culture 
Association,  and  Mr.  Marston  and  myself  retired 
from  the  council  before  the  end.  I  never,  there- 
fore, obtained  a  clear  statement  as  to  how  the 
fish,  and  amongst  them  the  rainbow  trout,  in  that, 
hatchery  were  distributed.  The  late  Mr.  Andrews, 
however,  told  me  that  he  had  taken  over  a  small 
number  of  rainbow  trout,  but  the  work  of  accli- 
mitisation  was  not  much  promoted  from  Dela- 
ford.  It  was,  in  fact,  being  all  the  while  energe- 
tically carried  on  at  Howietoun.  The  next  i-ecord 
I  find,  at  any  rate,  is  in  the  Field  of  Feb.  18,  1888, 
and  there  the  late  Dr.  Day  refers  to  an  account 
in  the  previous  week's  Field  of  certain  spawning 
operations  at  the  Crichmere  ponds.  In  it  the 
writer,  who  had  been  down  with  Mr.  Andrews, 
called  attention  to  one  very  distinctly  marked 
specimen,  a  female,  of  the  rainbow  trout,  weighing 
lib.,  that  was  found  in  one  of  the  ponds,  and  he 
described  "  the  elegant  shape  and  beautiful  mark- 
ing of  this  superlatively  handsome  species  as 
almost  impossible  to  portray.  Imagine,"  he 
says,  ■'  a  Lochleven  in  shape,  spotted  with 
small  dark  (almost  black)  V-shaped  spots 
from  the  gills  to  the  very  end  of  the  tail, 
and  along  each  side  a  broad  band  of  indescribable 
opalescent  colour,  all  on  a  ground  of  burnished 
silver."  A  fish  of  somewhat  larger  dimensions, 
netted  out  the  same  day,  was  also  pronounced  by 
Mr.  Andrews  to  be  a  male  of  the  same  breed,  but 
the  rainbow  band  was  scarcely  visible  upon  it. 
Some  discussion  appears  to  have  taken  place  on 
this  point  by  the  waterside,  Mr.  Andrews  holding 
that  these  markings  disappeared  with  age. 
Another  pisciculturist  of  the  company  combated 
this  theory,  and  so  the  writer  in  the  Field  said  it 
would  be  worth  while  to  ascertain  with  certainty 
fi'om  some  American  expert  whether  this  rainbow 
colouring  endures  throughout  the  life  of  the  troiit. 

It  was  upon  this  reference  to  the  rainbow  trout 
that  Dr.  Francis  Day  took  up  the  subject,  and 
here,  fortunately,  we  get  further  information 
as  to  the  consignments  of  eggs  received  from 
Amei-ica  in  1885.  Dr.  Day  expressed  the  belief 
that  Mr.  Andrews's  rainbow  trout  were  originally 
raised  at  Howietoun,  and,  of  course,  it  may  have 
been  so.  My  remembrance  is  that  Mr.  Andrews 
told  me  that  he  had  taken  some  from  Delaford, 
but  he  might  also  have  had  some  from  Howietoun. 
Dr.  Day  was  always  in  peculiarly  close  association 
with  Howietoun,  and  carried  out  most  of  his 
important  experiments  in  the  late  Sir  James 
Maitland's  famous  hatchery.  A  statement,  there- 
fore, made  by  Dr.  Day  on  the  point  is  very 
important.  About  3000  eggs  of  the  rainbow 
trout,  he  says,  were  received  by  Sir  James 
Maitland  on  April  30,  1885. 

They  commenced  to  hatoh  May  23,  while  the  young 
began  to  be  artificially  fed  on  June  12.  On  Sept.  1,  1886, 
824  were  present,  and  in  April,  1887,  777.  The  fish  were 
now  of  an  average  length  of  from  7in.  to  8ia.,  but  they 
varied  cjnsiderably  in  size  as  well  as  in  colours.  Especially 
the  iridescent  carmine  baud  along  the  side  seamed  tj  be 
sjmptomatic  of  the  par-stage  not  having  been  passed,  for 
this  band,  as  well  as  the  finger  marks  on  the  sides,  were 
abstnt  from  the  larger  specimens  of,  say,  12in.  long,  which 
were  cloxrly  in  the  smolt  condition,  or  approaching  that  of 
thegiilse.  First  the  carmine  band  became  of  a  coppery 
tinge,  having  a  dash  of  yellow,  but  the  larger  fish  were 
olive  glossed  with  silver,  and  more  or  less  black  spoltid. 
On  July  7,  1887,  a  net  was  put  into  the  upper  part  of  the 
pondoccupiedbythe.se  fish,  whic'a  were  now  twenty-five 
months  old,  and  the  lirge&t  were  ahout  13Jin.  in  length. 
In  all  the  larger  ones  no  trace  of  par  bands  or  of  the 
lateral  stripe  were  pr-esent.  On  Nov.  9  a  net  was  again 
drawn  through  this  pond,  and  specimens  of  nearly  loio. 
Were  captured.  They  wer^  almost  univers  illy  of  a  tilvery 
colour,  while  some  had  Hick  spots.  Even  now  some  of 
the  smaller  ones  had  the  lateral  carmine  band. 
_  Although  I  have  mentioned  the  foregoing  facts  from 
time  to  time,  still  it  may  be  advisable  to  rcOiU  them  to 
readers  of  the  Field ,  as  they  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
finger  marks  and  lateral  strips  are  merely  signs  of  the  fi=h 
being  in  the  par  or  immature  stage  ;  that  as  it  gets  older 
it  becomes  more  like  a  emolt,  and  probably  tte  rainbow 
trout  is  only  the  young  of  the  stedhaad  salmon,  as  our 
pink  or  lastsLring  is  of  the  common  salmon.  Whether 
this  is  so  or  not,  it  is  likely  the  present  season  at 
Howietoun  will  furnish  data  on  which  to  decide. 

Feancis  Day. 

This  statement  by  Dr.  Day  should  be  read 
along  with  "  Observer's "  letter,  from  which  I 
have  ah-eady  quoted,  written  in  December,  1886, 
and  in  which  the  statement  is  made  that  in  the 
previous  year,  viz.,  1885,  the  American  Fish  Com- 
missiontr.s  sent  over  a  consignment  of  eggs  of  the 
American  Salmonid^,  amongst  which  were  ova  of 
the  rainbow  trout.    Dr.  Day,  who  is  generally 


very  precise,  it  will  be  noticed  here,  omits  any  state- 
ment as  to  the  direct  source  from  which  Sir 
James  Maitland  received  his  3000  rainbow  eggs. 
They  may  have  been  consigned  to  Howietoun 
direct  from  the  Liverpool  ship,  or  may  have  been 
forwarded  on  to  his  hatchery  from  Delaford.  But 
that  does  not  signify  one  way  or  another.  The  con- 
clusion to  establish  at  this  moment  is  that  we  have 
the  introduction  of  the  rainbow  trout  into  England 
— in  fair  quantity — in  1885,  thirteen  years  ago ; 
that  we  have  them  being  cultivated  by  at  least 
two  of  the  leading  fish  culturists ;  and  that  in 
1888,  just  ten  years  ago,  we  have  the  species  being 
discussed  as  one,  which,  if  not  well  known,  was  at 
any  rate  not  a  stranger  to  be  described  for  the 
first  time.  Dr.  Day  continued  his  observations  of 
the  rainbow  trout,  and  on  April  14,  1888,  con- 
tributed to  the  Field  a  long  and  very  interesting 
article,  entitled,  "  The  Spawning  of  the  Rainbow 
Trout  at  Howietoun."  He  had  gone  down  there 
in  the  middle  of  March,  and  that  the  rainbows 
were  thoroughly  established  as  part  of  the  Howie- 
toun stock  is  shown  by  the  reference  to  ripe 
males  of  mature  size ;  and  there  is  also  this 
sentence :  "  There  was  only  one  female,  16in. 
long,  ready  for  spawning.  From  this  last  eggs 
were  obtained,  being  probably  the  first  taken 
from  these  American  trout  in  the  freshwaters  of 
the  British  Islands,  as  the  others  which  were 
raised  at  Delaford  were  nearly  all  destroyed." 

I  might  add  that  Dr.  Day  was  simultaneously 
in  close  touch  with  the  National  Fish  Culture 
Association  and  with  Howietoun,  and  these  refer- 
ences may  be  taken  as  unquestionable.  In  this 
article  of  April,  1888,  he  gives  a  number  of  parti- 
culars about  the  fish  and  its  hatching,  based 
upon  a  study  of  American  and  German  literature. 
Bat  we  also  get  a  few  more  figures,  culled  from 
the  reports  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commis- 
sion, and  from  these  we  learn  that  in  April,  1882, 
1200  artificially  spawned  rainbow  ova  were  sent 
to  Herr  Von  Behr  in  Germany ;  and  the  doubt  I 
expressed  just  now  as  to  the  original  consignment 
to  Howietoun  is  probably  met  with  the  added 
statement  that  on  April  8,  1885,  two  lots,  con- 
sisting of  10,000  and  5000  eggs,  were  shipped, 
onetj  Howietoun,  the  other  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  National  Fish  Culture  Association  of  Great 
Biitain.  In  February,  1886,  25,000  were  des- 
patched to  Germany ;  and  in  April,  1887,  9000 
more  were  transmitted  to  Delaford.  Things,  as 
1  have  hinted,  were  not  satisfactory  down  thei'e  ; 
and  that  second  batch  of  9000  eggs  came  to  hope- 
less grief — the  young  fish  died,  and  were  said  to 
have  been  wilfully  poisoned  on  Good  Friday  in  1887. 

The  first  fish  cultural  establishment  thei-efoi-e 
to  successfully  cultivate  the  rainbow  trout  and 
distribute  them  was  Howietoun,  for  the  Delaford 
operations  were  experimental,  to  a  large  extent 
amateur,  and  practically  came  to  nothing. 

Knowing,  then,  that  there  were  rainbow  trout 
at  Crichmere  in  small  quantity,  and  at  Howie- 
toun in  considerable  numbers,  many  people  began 
to  keep  their  eyes  open  for  information  as  to 
results.  The  smallest  contribution  woiild  be 
thankfully  received.  But,  somehow,  the  fish  was 
not  much  talked  about,  nor  did  it  seem  to  excite 
any  interest.  I  myself  was  always  on  the  look- 
out for  news,  and  in  the  Field  of  Dec.  28,  1889, 
there  is  an  angling  note,  signed  "W.  S.,"  to  the 
following  effect : 

We  know  so  little  of  the  rainbjw  trout  in  this  country 
that  every  item  of  information  is  of  interest.  The  first 
actual  record  of  spoit  with  it  has  just  come  under  my 
notice  in  the  letter  of  a  corresponaent  in  the  We.-^tern 
Miirning  Neir^.  This  gentleman  told  the  story  of  an 
angling  expedition  to  Minehead,  and  the  capture  (pre- 
sumably with  a  fly)  of  a  fish  which  he  afterwards  found  was 
a  raiubow  trout.  It  seems  that  a  consignment  of  fai-io 
had  been  sent  to  the  water  by  Mr.  Burgess,  of  Malvern 
WeJii,  and  the  raiabow  specimen  was  accidentally  amongst 
them.  The  correspondent  in  one  portion  of  his  letter 
states  that  the  fish  "  was  about  |lb.  weight,"  and  id 
another  that  the  new  stock  had  been  turned  into  the 
water  during  the  summer. 

I  never  succeeded  in  discovering  what  the 
Minehead  water  in  question  was — whether  pond 
or  stream — but  this  note  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  other  fish  culturists  had  by  this  time  given 
the  hospitality  of  their  hatcheries  to  the  n?w 
comer.  I  find  no  other  reference  to  the  rainbow 
trout  till  the  year  1892,  although  of  course  there 
may  have  been  some  which  were  not  indexed,  and 
so  escaped  my  notice.  This  was  the  piiblication 
on  June  4  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  R.  Ramsden, 
Chadwick  Manor,  Knowle,  Warwickshire,  under 


date  May  29,  and  in  it  he  clearly  and  distinctly ; 
recommends  rainbow  trout  for  pools. 

With  regard  to  the  discussicn  on  breeds  of  trout, 
especially  for  pools,  may  I  particnlary  recommend  the- 
raiabow  trjut,  Salmo  iridciis.     In  February,  1890,  I  put. 
into  a  pond  of  two-thirds  of  an  acre,  with  only  a  small 
spring  running  into  it,  300  Leven,  200  fario,  and  100  rain-  ' 
bow  yearlings  from  Howietoun.    A  little  later  in  the  year 
I  pat  in  700  Foittinalis  fry  and  300  Leven.    At  first  things 
went  wrong  ;  the  pond  became  coated  with  green  slime, 
and  many  died.    But  last  year,  1891,  I  caught  with  fly 
nine   Levenensi^,   largest  9oz.  ;  eight  rainbow,  largest  . 
12Joz  ,  smallest  8oz.  ;  and  this  year,  with  worm,  two  jl 
Let'eiiensis,  of  lojoz.  and  lib.  2oz. ;  two  fario,  8oz. ;  and  ■ 
one  rainbow,  lib.  5Joz.,  a  beautiful  fish.    The  pond  is  not  a 
deep,  6ft.  at  the  deepest  part,  and  that  only  for  a  few  I 
square  yards,  and  the  rainbow  here  seems  to  be  the  best  1 
and  quickest  growing  fish.    I  have  previously  tried  Leven'  W 
e?!Sis,  Pontinalis,  and  fario,  not  only  in  Warwickshire,  ^ 
but  in  Sussex,  and  in  several  ponds.    I  find  Leven  trout 
easily  distioguishable  irom  fario ;  they  grow  much  faster, 
and  fight  tetter.    Rainbow  apparently  beat  Leven,  but 
they  do  not  throw  themselves  out  of  the  water.    I  have 
caught  only  three  or  four  Fontiiialis  out  of  hundreds 
turned  out  ;  they  disappear  after  the  second  year,  probably 
they  die.    They  grow  well,  and  are  both  a  nice  eating  and 
handsome  fish.    As  to  pinkness  of  flesh,  that  is  a  matter 
of  feed.    The  Leven  and  fario  I  caught  this  year  were  as  -A 
pink  a.s  salmon,  and  of  beautiful  flavour  ;  but  I  give  no  ^ 
artificial  food,  it  is  all  pond-grown  insect  life  which  brings 
them  to  this  perfection.    I  trust  that  the  culture  of  the 
mcst  beautiful  of  the  Salmonidas — the  rainbow  trout — 
will  be  warmly  taken  up  and  promoted  in  England.  They 
seem  hardier,  quicker  in  growth,  and  quite  as  sporting  even 
as  the  improved  Lochleven.  R.  Ramsden. 

Chadwick  Manor,  Knowle,  Warwickshire,  May  27. 

To  this  letter  there  is  an  editorial  note : 

[This  is  the  first  positive  evidence  we  have  received  of 
the  progress  and  character  of  rainbow  trout  in  English 
waters. — Ed.] 

On  June  18  the  Field  gives  a  description  of 
what  it  calls  "  a  remarkably  handsome  specimen 
of  Salmo  irideus,"  sent  as  a  kind  of  supplementary  * 
note  to  the  bi-ief  account  in  the  Field  of  J une  4. 

We  received  early  in  the  week,  from  Mr.  Richard  1 
Ramsden,  cf  Chadwick  Manor,  Knowle,  a  remarkably  I 
handsome  specimen  of  the  rainbow  trout  {Salmo  irideus).  j 
It  had  been  sent  as  a  kind  of  supplementary  note  to  the  1 
brief  account  in  the  Field  of  June  4  describing  how  the  I 
fish  were  placed  in  the  writer's  lake  in  Warwickshire. 
The  reader  interested  in  the  acclimatisation  of  this 
beautiful  fishwill,  frcm  that  communication  (p.  839),  obtain 
practical  details,  for  which  all  fish  culturists  should  thank  ■ 
him.    The  fish  in  question  was  certainly  as  handsome  as  : 
any  example  of  the  Sahnnnidx  we  have  ever  seen.  It  had 
a  perfectly  shaped  head,  more  like  that  of  a  well  set  up  - 
sea  trout,  perhaps,  than  an  ordinary  fario  ;  it  was  lib.  6oz. 
iu  weight,  and  as  this  is  the  outcome  of  yearlings  put  into 
,the  pond  iu  1890,  the  growth  must  be  regarded  as  very 
"satisfactory.    The  back  and  the  dorsal  pectoral  and  caudal  . 
fins  were  covered  with  small  black  spots,  and  the  under-  • 
pirts  were  a  pure  silver-white;  the  ventral  and  anal 
tins  weie  a  delicate  pink,  that  contrasted  most  effectively 
with  the  pearly  sheen  of  the  belly.    The  same  pearly 
sheen  also  distinguished  the  shoulders,  but  the  most 
characteristic  markings  were  the  rose-coloured  shading 
of  the    gill  covers,    and  the    same   marking  of   the  t 
lateral  Lne.    American  sportsmen  almost  unanimously 
state  that  the  rainbow  trout  in  its  CaUfornian  home 
does  not  take  a  fly,  but  Mr.  Ramsden,  in  answer  to 
our  inquiries,  states  that  they  rise  well,  that  he  has  > 
caught  more  with    fly  than  in  any    other    manner,  ; 
and  that  they  fight  gamely.    This  particular  specimen,  ■ 
however,  was  taken  with  the  worm.    Mr.  Ramsden  had  • 
been  fly  fishing  without  success,  and,  going  away  for  a  ■ 
time,  placed  a  rod  on  the  bank  with  a  worm  at  the  end  of  : 
the  line.    When  he  returned  the  rod  was  gone,  but  he 
recoverel  it  by  means  of  drags,  with  the  fish  safely  ■ 
hot  ked.  The  fish  cut  as  pink  as  a  salmon,  and  was  grandly 
flivoured.    Professor  Goode,  the  United  States  ichythy- 
olcgist,  classes  the  raiabow  trout  amongst  the  migratory  j 
Salmonidx.    Like  all  delicately  tinted  fish,  the  rainbow  | 
trout  seems  to  rapidly  lose  the  lovely  iridescent  hues  which  J 
have  suggested  its  name,  but  even  the  third  day  after  its  } 
capture  it  was  a  beautiful  sight.    The  st  imach  was  almost 
empty.    It  contained  a  few  seed-like  larvae  of  pin's-head 
size,  and  the  material  that  had  passed  through  indicated 
persevering  grubbing  at  the  bottom,  and  the  taking  in  of 
a  quantity  of  green  stuti  along  with  the  food.    It  was  a 
female  fish,  and  the  ovaries  were  sparsely  filled  with 
rudimentary  eggs.    Mr.  Ramsden's  pond  is  about  three-  ; 
quarters  of  an  acre,  and  is  fed  by  a  small  spring.  _  The  ! 
pmd  is,  winter  and  summer,  at  a  practically  uniform 
temperature  of  45'".    Mr.  Rimsden  informs  us  that  about 
600yds.  of  this  pieC3  of  water  \n ill  be  4ft.  and  5ft.  deep,  and 
the  remainder  between  that  and  2ft.    A  small  portion  of 
ab)ut  200yds.  may  possibly  be  6ft.  deep.    This  is  a  most 
interesting  example  of  success  in  fish  culture  in  ponds. 

I  think  by  this  time,  in  one  way  and  another, 
there  had  arisen  considerable  doubt  as  to_  the 
fly  fishing  qualities  of  the  rainbow  trout  in  a 
river,  and  hence  a  note  from  a  correspondent,  in 
the  Field  of  June  25,  1892,  stating  that : 

When  in  Cabfornia,  in  1885,  during  a  week's  fishing,  I 
caught  384  rainbow  trout  with  the  fly— Blue  Dun  and 
Willow  Fly  the  best ;  and  I  have  never  seen  trout  that 
take  the  fly  better.  The  Americ  an  sportsmen  that  1  met 
seemed  to  prefer  a  silver  spoon. 
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The  reference,  however,  seemed  to  be  to  lake 
fishing ;  and  the  writer  added  that  he  thought  the 
silver  lake  trout  and  Fontiualis  superior  for  eating. 
Sir  James  Gibson  Maitland  contributed  a  somewhat 
scientific  paper  on  Jan.  7, 1893,  on  the  Rainbow  trout 
and  Cognate  forms,  but  does  not  say  much  about 
the  rainbow  trout.  Nevertheless,  he  does  remark 
that  the  rainbow  tro.ut — which  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  waters  of  the  eastern  United 
States  without  much  result,  and  sparingly  into 
Grermany  and  Great  Britain,  at  first  with  doubt- 
ful, but  latterly,  in  the  second  generation,  with 
undoubted  success — is  said  to  occur  in  the 
northern  part  of  Lower  California,  &c. 

"  E.  T.  S.,"  whom  I  take  to  be  our  mutual 
friend  Sachs,  has  a  note  in  the  Field  of  Nov.  17^, 
1894,  quoting  from  a  Vienna  paper  that  rainbow 
trout  are  being  caught  at  Heidelburg  up  to  41b. 
in  weight,  and  that  four  years  previously  they 
had  been  placed  in  the  stream  as  frys  ;  and  on 
Dec.  1,  1894,  a  contributor,  well  known  to  the 
Field  as  reliable,  gave  a  description  of  the  sport 
he  had  enjoyed  with  rainbow  trout  in  California, 
by  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains.  He  gives  a  glow- 
ing description  of  the  fish,  of  their  sporting 
qualities,  and  the  grand  takes  he  had,  especially 
in  a  small  lake  formed  by  the  large  springs 
opening  out  and  forming  an  expanse  before  enter- 
ing the  main  river.  In  the  river,  as  well  as  in  this 
broad  water,  he  certainly  had  sport  calculated  to 
make  our  mouths  water  in  this  country  of  over 
educated  fish,  and  it  was  all  fly  fishing,  with  fine 
gossamer  tackle.  In  January,  1895,  Herr  J affe, 
who  is  one  of  the  most  successful  raisers  of  rain- 
bows on  the  Continent,  wrote  to  thank  the  author 
of  this  article  for  his  description  of  the  rainbow 
trout,  and  gave  his  experience  as  to  their  rate  of 
growth  in  the  hatchery  store  ponds ;  and  in 
the  same  letter  he  remarks :  "  It  is  a  pity  he 
is  so  little  known  yet  in  England."  In  this 
letter  he  states  that  he  has  cultivated  the  fish  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  finds  the  rainbows  are 
easier  to  rear  from  the  ova  than  other  trout.  At 
the  time  of  writing  he  had  in  his  big  pond  600  one 
and  three  year  old  rainbows,  all  31b.  to  71b.  fish. 
In  the  same  summer  Herr  J  affe  is  thanked  by  the 
Field  for  having  sent  two  specimens  of  rainbow 
trout,  which  were  being  added  to  a  collection  then 
begun  of  Salmonidx  specimens  in  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club.  They,  however,  have  been  so  coloured  in 
the  setting  up,  that  no  one  will  recognise  them  as 
rainbow  trout. 

I  have  not  carried  my  researches  any  further, 
my  object  being  merely  to  show  how  the  rainbow 
trout  was  introduced  into  this  country ;  and  by  this 
time,  viz.,  in  1895,  the  cultivation,  and,  I  presume, 
distribution  of  rainbow  trout  was  being  made 
a  regular  business  by  most  of  the  fish  culturists  of 
the  counti-y ;  and  it  will  he  seen  by  the  fish  cultural 
advertisements  of  the  present  day  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  hatchery  that  does  not  supply  them.  I 
think  much  of  the  caution  which  has  been  recom- 
mended in  the  introduction  of  rainbow  trout  to 
rivers  is  traceable  to  the  fish  culturists  them- 
selves.   The  old  hands  amongst  them  had  paid 
pretty  dearly  for  the  enthusiasm  worked  up  over 
the  Fontinalis  when  it  was  first  introduced  into 
this  countiy.    Nothing  could  exceed  the  rapture 
lavished  upon  that  fish.    Everything  was  to  be 
revolutionised ;  the  FoatinaHs  was  to  be  the  trout 
of  the  future.    There  is  no  need  to  enter  into  the 
history  of  the  movement,  but  the  Fontiualis  is 
not  the  trout  of  the  futvire,  but  is,  I  think,  with 
us,  at  any  rate,  the  trout  of   the  past.  He 
was  confidently   recommended  for  both  river 
and  lake.    His  enthusiastic  admirers  were  pre- 
pared   to    back    him    against    our   own  wild 
brown  trout,  and  the  boom  of  the  Fontinalis 
was  a  most  pronounced  success.    People  bought 
them  right  and  left,  and  put  them  into  their 
rivers  and  lakes,  and  then  it  was  found  that 
they  disappeared  from  the  rivers,   and  after 
giving,  perhaps,  a  couple  of  season's  sport  in  the 
lakes,  became  sulky  and  non-sporting.    Some  of 
the  fish  culturists,  therefore,  have  remembered 
this,  and,  I  expect,  resolved  to  avoid  a  second 
mistake  if  possible,  though  it  was  no  special 
mistake  of  theirs,  as  they  were  pushed  on  to  a 
boom  of  the  Fontinalis  by  enthusiastic  admirers 
from  the  outside.  Any  modern  fish  culturists  now 
taking  up  the  cause  of  the  rainbow  trout  are 
fortunate  indeed  if  they  are  not  checked  by  the 
remembrance  of  an  experience  for  which  they  had 
ta  pay,  as  happened  to  early  breeders  of  the 
Fontinalis,  and  who  are  enabled,  therefore,  to 


bring  to  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the 
rainbow  all  the  enthiisiasm  they  desire. 

So  much,  then,  for  the  arrival  of  the  rainbow 
trout  in  England  and  Sotland,  and  its  establish- 
ment in  the  fish  farms. 

It  has  been  shown  from  dates  that  we  have  had 
the  rainbow  ti'out  bred  in  our  public  hatcheries  and 
put  in  the  market  for  ten  years  and  over.  There 
must  have  been  hundreds  and  thousands  of  them 
distributed  in  our  waters,  but  up  to  this  moment, 
so  far  as  I  know,  anything  like  adequate  evidence 
of  their  success  in  a  trout  stream  is  wanting. 
For  lakes  and  ponds  I  should  say  the  rainbow 
trout  is  the  best  fish  we  know  of  to-day,  for  he 
grows  rapidly  and  gives  sport,  though  whether, 
like  the  Fontinalis,  after  a  while  he  will  become 
sulky  and  belie  his  own  character,  is  a  matter 
which  time  only  will  prove.  But  it  is  certainly 
strange  that  during  the  ten  years  we  have  been 
told  so  very  little  of  results. 

The  extracts  quoted  hitherto,  I  may  explain, 
have  been  entirely  from  the  Field,  because  I  knew 
that  there  I  should  find  a  tolerably  clear  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  rainbow  trout  became 
acclimatised  here — that  is  to  say,  consignments 
of  ova  were  sent  from  America  in  1885,  and 
placed  in  the  hatcheries  at  Howietoun  and 
Delaford  simultaneously.  To  what  extent  fish 
culturists  generally,  say,  until  1895,  dealt  in 
rainbows  I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  but  it  wiU 
be  within  the  remembrance  of  all  of  us  that  they 
have  for  some  time  appeared  annually  in  many 
of  the  circulars.  The  late  Mr.  Andrews,  I  always 
fancied,  though  he  was  never  very  pronounced 
either  way,  was  not  enthusiastic  in  his  expecta- 
tions about  the  fish,  and  did  not,  I  imagine,  do 
much  business  with  them.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  always  placed  the  fario  and  Leven  before  the 
foreigner.  Still,  fi-om  time  to  time  he  had 
demands  for  rainbows.  Out  of  nine  advertise- 
ments of  pisciculture  of  Saturday  last  I  find  the 
Weston,  Crechmere,  "Wyresdale,  Solway,  and 
Malvern  Wells  hatcheries  distinctly  mentioning 
rainbows,  and  we  know  that  they  still  remain  in 
the  Howietoun  list.  I  only  brought  my  researches 
into  the  back  papers  of  the  Field  up  to  1895, 
because  by  that  time  the  fish  was  with  us  for  good 
or  otherwise,  and  in  that  year  I  think  we  may 
leam  how  there  began  what  we  may  term  the 
modern  revival  of  the  rainhoxu  trout.  For  this  we 
have  apparently  largely  to  thank  Herr  Jaffe,  who 
sent  a  handsome  present  of  some  thousands  of 
ova  to  the  Lunesdale  Fishery.  It  thus  happened 
that  Salmo  irideus  thereupon  fell  into  the  hands 
of  fish  culturists,  who  evidently  believed  in  it 
most  heartily,  who  took  up  its  breeding  on  strictly 
business  principles,  and  who  determined  that  if  it 
was  not  this  time  widely  introduced  into  British 
waters  it  should  not  be  at  least  for  want  of 
energetic  advocacy.  This  is  all  fair,  square,  and 
legitimate,  and  we  ought,  at  any  rate,  very  shortly 
to  be  able  to  form  a  reasonable  opinion  upon 
those  matters  which-  have  so  long  remained, 
and  which  still  are,  doubtful.  Our  friends  the  fish 
culturists,  without  divulging  any  trade  secrets, 
might  help  us,  as  well  as  the  riparian  owners  and 
river  lessees  who  have  bought  then-  rainbows.  It 
is  not  much  that  we  want  to  know — only  what 
has  resulted  from  turning  out. 

The  fish  culturists  might  fui-nish  a  list  of  the 
streams  into  which  rainbows  have  been  placed 
during  the  last  thirteen  years,  perhaps  it  would 
be  more  to  the  point  to  say  during  the  last  ten 
years.  As  to  the  riparians  and  lessees  of  trout 
streams,  it  seems  to  me  that  while  the  bulk  of 
the  fish  culturists  have  never  been  very  enthu- 
siastic about  rainbow  trout,  having,  as  has  been 
remarked,  learned  caution  on  account  of  the 
Fontinalis,  the  owners  of  streams  and  gentlemen 
interested  in  the  sport  of  trout  fishing  somehow 
simultaneously  fell  into  a  correspondingly  cautious 
frame  of  mind,  chiefly  because  of  the  iinaccount- 
able  silence  as  to  achieved  results,  which  might 
have  been  mere  accident  after  all.  They  had 
known  of  the  distribution,  perhaps  not  in  large 
quantities,  but  still  with  some  degree  of  regu- 
larity, of  yearling  fry  and  what  not;  but  they 
never  quite  got  over  their  wonderment  that 
though  from  time  to  time  queries,  answers  to 
correspondents,  invitations,  and  letters  and 
articles  threw  out  direct  and  indirect  requests 
for  information,  there  was  none  forthcoming. 

A  glance  at  some  of  the  articles  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  since  1894  shows  how  earnestly  the 
German  fish  culturists  have  taken  up  the  rain- 


bow trout.    We  also  know  how  it  has  been  esta- 
blished, and  with   great  success,  in  the  New 
Zealand  lakes  and,  I  believe,  rivers,  and  even  in 
Japan  lakes.     But  it  must  never  be  forgotten 
that  the  caution,  to  which  I   have  so  often 
refei'red,  was  never  decreased  by  the  difCering 
opinions  that  came  to  us  from  time  to  time  from 
America,  as  existing  amongst  well-known  fish 
culturists  of  the  Eastern  States.     Early  and 
strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  introduce  the  fish 
from  Western  waters  into  the  Eastern  streams, 
and  it  was  now  and  again  i-eported  that  the 
results  had  not  been  at  all  satisfactory ;  but 
there  may  be  a  change  of  opinion  upon  these 
points  recently,  for  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some 
little  time  ago  I  read  an  article  by  Mr.  Bi  own,  of 
Forest  and  Stream,  speaking  enthusiastically  about 
the  sporting  qualities  of   the  rainbow  trout, 
defending  him  from  charges  that  had  been 
brought  against  him,  the  author  roiindly  assert- 
ing that  he  had  been  fishing  for  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century  but  had  failed  to  find  any  trout  that 
would  out- match  the  rainbow  under  proper  con- 
ditions.    "  The  dash,"  he  says,  "  with  which  they 
take  the  fly,  the  thrilling  way  in  which  they  leap 
from  the  water  (not  once  but  repeatedly),  and  the 
long,  stubborn  fight  that  they  make — in  fact,  till 
they  are  stone  dead — cannot,  in  my  estimation, 
be  bettered  by  the  trout  family."    Then  he  also 
sounds  a  note  of  warning,  urging  those  who  love  the 
native  brooh  trout  best  not  to  plant  rainbows  amongst 
them,  since  experiments  on  the  Culusagee  river 
had  shown  that  as  rainbows  increased  in  size,  the 
native  fish  decreased  in  number ;  he  can  assign 
no  other  reason  than  that  the  rainbows  are  the 
fiercer,    more  voracious,  and  more  active  fish. 
Amongst  many  valuable  contributions  on  fish 
culture,  to  which  our  Press  is  indebted  to  Herr 
Jaffe,  is  one  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  on  Aug.  10, 
1895,  on  "  American  Salmonidx  in  Europe,"  and 
he  there  repeats  his  regrets  that  comparatively 
little  is  known  about  their  habits  and  sporting 
value    in    England,  the  inference — rightly  or 
wrongly — being,  that  on  the  continent  they  were 
far  ahead  of  us  in  this  respect.    In  an  editorial 
note  to  this  article,  it  is  remarked  that  the  rain- 
bow trout  has  not  been  tried  in  oui"  rivers  yet,  and 
it  was  attested  on  the  best  authority  that  the  fish 
had    disappeared  from   some  of  the  Eastern 
streams  into  which  it  had  been  introduced.  Since 
then  I  have  read  in  an  article,  which  I  cannot  lay 
my  hand  upon  for  the  moment,  stating  in  an 
official  report  that  it  has  done  well  in  rivers  in 
other  States.    The  statement  of  Herr  Jaffe  in  the 
above  mentioned  article  that  only  two  serious 
efforts  have  been  made  to  establish  the  rainbow 
trout    in   fresh    quarters,  viz.,  Australia  and 
Germany,  brought  to  St.  Dunstan's  House  a  letter 
from  Newfoundland,   describing  the  sticcessful 
introduction  of  the  rainbow  trout  into  that  island ; 
but  they  were  introduced  as  pond  fish,  and  as 
pond  fish  are  recommended  to  English  breeders. 

We  all,  no  doubt,  noticed  a  very  suggestive 
paragraph  recently  reporting  a  meeting  of  the 
West  Cumberland  Fishery  Board,  a  fortnight 
ago,  in  which  it  is  indicated  that  should  the  rain- 
bow trout  be  established  in  our  rivers,  there  are 
some  incidental  matters  that  may  have  to  be 
discussed,  with  a  view  to  alterations  of  the  close 
time.  A  conservator  spoke  in  admu-ation  of  the 
rainbow  trout,  and  said  : 

Tliere  appeared  to  te  one  great  drawback  to  their 
satisfacfcarily  establishing  them,  If  they  were  so  disposed 
at  present,  in  the  West  Cumberland  rivers,  namely,  their 
annual  close  time.  Rainbow  trout  spawned  in  February, 
March,  and  April,  contrary  to  the  present  stock  _  of 
common  trout  and  salmon,  and  were  scarcely  in  condition 
till  quite  the  end  of  Jane,  so  that  the  proper  fishing  season 
for  rainbow  trout  did  not  begin  before  July,  and  CDntinued 
till  the  end  of  January.  This  circumstance,  under  present 
conditions  of  their  fishing  season  (March  to  November), 
would  make  the  introduction  of  rainbsw  trout  iuto  their 
rivers  somewhat  hazardous.  That  being  so,  he  had  decided 
to  obtain,  instead  of  the  £10  worth  of  rainbow  trout,  an 
equal  value  of  common  trout  (100  yearlings)  and  to  tnra 
them  at  once  direct  into  the  Ehen,  near  Braystones. 

The  prospect,  of  course,  of  having  good  trout 
fishing  along  with  gi'ayling  fishing  in  the  winter 
months  is  a  very  important  matter ;  but  we 
should  have  to  wait  before  taking  any  steps  in 
recasting  our  legislation,  and  see  whether  in  their 
new  homes  these  fish  alter  their  habits  to  any 
extent.  But  I  do  not  enter  into  that,  nor  into 
the  great  cannibal  question.  Tour  patience  has 
been  sufiiciently  tried  as  it  is.  The  general 
question  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  all  of  us  no 
doubt — What  is  going  to  happen  ?  Is  the  rainbow 
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to  be  the  trout  of  the  futiire,  and  by  its  size  and 
gamesome  qualities  to  compensate  us  for  the  over 
education  of  our  native  fish  ?    I  wish  I  could 
answer  that  question ;  but  I  cannot.    I  have  some 
very  good  friends  who  are  inclined  to  think  that 
the  rainbow  trout  will  not  prove  the  disappoint- 
ment which  the  Fontinalis  has  done,  and  there 
are  others  who  still  maintain  their  attitude  of 
reticent  observation,  and  are  waiting  for  definite 
facts.    Meanwhile  the  angling  associations  of  the 
north  have  just  taken  to  action,  and  are  stocking 
with  rainbow,  so  that  we  shall  in  due  time  get  our 
evidence.    Anyhow,  I  am  sure  the  rainbow  trout 
will  have  a  perfectly  fair,  if  not  an  enthusiastic, 
trial.    I  believe  if  it  could  be  clearly  proved  that 
the  introduction  of  rainbows  into  four,  five,  or 
six  of  our  trout  streams  had  been  successful — 
that  is  to  say,  if  they  had  remained  in  the 
streams,  increased  in  numbers,  risen  well  in  their 
third  season — there  would  be  little  more  doubt 
about  the  matter.    This  all  beside  the  mark  to 
tell  us  of  the  magnificent  size  the  fish  repeatedly 
grew  to  under  artificial  conditions.    That  is  a 
matter  of  course,  and  it  may  be  accepted  as 
beyond  dispute  that  the  rainbow  trout  have 
answered  well  in  lakes  and  ponds.    There  are 
hundreds  of  pieces  of  private  and  public  water  in 
the  country  at  the  present  moment  that  are 
practically  waste,  and  that  by  slight  trouble  and 
expense  might  be  stocked  with  these  fish.  But 
we  are  slow  to  move,  and,  although  the  cultiva- 
tion of  _  waste  waters  has  been  m-ged  again  and 
again,  it  is  only  occasionally  that  we  hear  of  a 
venture  being  made.    Let  us  by  all  manner  of 
means  give  the  rainbow  trout  a  perfectly  fair 
trial;  for  I  end  as  I  began,  by  saying  that  our 
only  object  can  be  to  improve  our  fishing,  and 
make  our  stock  of  sporting  fish,  if  possible, 
the  best  in  the  world.    Let  the  best  fish,  like  the 
best  man,  win. 


The  chairman  having  invited  discuasion  on  the  paper, 
Mr.  E.  B.  Marston  said:  The  point  of  Mr.  Senior's 
paper— a  very  admirable  essay,   for  which  we  are  all 
greatly  indebted  to  hitn— I  think,  bears  out  the  views  that 
some  of  us  have  held  in  this  country,  viz.,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  be  cautious  when  considering  proDOsals  to 
introduce  entirely  new  fish  into  our  waters,  and  that  we 
should  know  really  something  about  that  fish  first.  (Hear, 
hear.)    Now,  for  the  last  twenty  years  I  have  watched  the 
question  of  the  rainbow  trout.    I  have  noted  what  it  has 
done  in    America   and   in   Germany,   where    it  has 
been  cultivated  for  nearly  twenty  years.     I  have  also 
lollowed  its  doings  in  New  Zealand  and  Japan,  and  I  think, 
probably,  I  have  published  more  about  it  than  any  other 
m  England.    (Hear,  hear.)    For  instance,  in  May, 
1879, 1  published  a  communication  from  Mr.  Seth  Green, 
the  great  American  fish  breeder,  to  the  effect  that  a 
gentleman  had  sent  him  600  eggs  of  the  Galifomian  brook 
trout  (6\  irideus)  in  1875,  and  that  four  years  later  some 
?l      \         weighed  2^1b.     He  adds,  that  he  finds 
that  they  are  much  easier  grown  than  S.  fontiiialis. 
lhat  was,  I  think,  the  first  allusion  ever  made  in  this 
country  to  the  rambow  trout,  and   indicates  pretty 
clearly  that  it  is  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  the 
rambow  trout  was  first  cultivated.    And  yet  the  extra- 
ordinary thing  is  that  the  reports  about  it  from  American 
authorities  are  so  conflicting.    In  fact,  to  me,  this  lovely 
trout  18  still  the  darkest  horse  in  the  pisciculturist's  stable. 
(Laughter.)    Dr.  Patterson  says,  in  Land  and  Water,  on 
March  26 :    "  We  in  this  country  know  very  little  or 
nothing  about  the  natural  history  or  habits  of  this  fish." 
And  again  he  remarks  :  "  What  its  future  is  to  be  cvnnot 
'^"y  accuracy."    Now,  this  is  exactly  the 
point  I  have  tried  to  rub  into  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.    That  is  the  very  reason— that  we  know  nothing 
about  its  habits.    Well,  gentlemen,  I  recently  read  a 
paper  before  the  Piscatorial  Society  on  mahseer  fishing 
and  Land  and   Water  attacked  me.    I  will  not  say 
attacked,"  perhaps,  but  made  a  statement  that  it  was  a 
well-known  fact  that  Mr.  Marston  was— had  always  been 
—against  the  introduction  of  foreign  fish  into  this  country. 
1  say  that  I  was  from  the  very  first  in  favour  of  the 
introduction  of  suitable  fish  into  Great  Britain,  for,  as 
1  said  in  Land  and  Water,  I  joined  with  the  late  Marquis 
ot  liixeter  and  other  gentlemen  in  bringing  over  the  black 
w^^r;??,"*  -^"nerici  to  this  country,  and  when  I,  with  Mr. 
vy  .  Uldham  Chambers  and  others,  started  the  National 
i!ish  Culture  Association,  one  of  the  objects  of  which  was 
to  introduce  suitable  fish,  is  another  proof  that  I  was  one  of 
the  first  to  introduce  the  rainbow  trout  into  this  country 
as  you  will  have  gatheied  from  Mr.  Senior's  paper.  Here 
IS  an  extract  from  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  10,  1885  : 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Aquarium  Sub-Committee  of  the 
National  Fish  Culture  Association  on  Wednesday  last, 
Jan.  /,  1885   Mr.  W.  Oldham  Chambers,  the  secretary 
announced  the  very  handsome  gift  of  65,000  eges  of 
SaJfflcmd^and  260,000  eggs  of  white  fish  from  the  LJnited 
btates  h  ish  Commissioners.    It  was  proposed  by  Mr  E 
Sayer  and  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  that  a  special 
vote  ot  thanks  be  accorded  to  the  United  States  Fish  Com- 
missioners."   Among  the  eggs  received  and  hatched  by  us 
were  some  thousands  of  S.  irideus,  as  explained  by  Mr 
Senior.  I  think,  gentlemen,  you  will  agree  that  this  is  con- 
vincing proof  that  I  have  not  been  "  always  against  the  intro- 


duction of  the  rainbow  trout  and  other  fish  into  this  country. ' ' 
We  have  heard  from  Mr.  Senior's  paper  this  evening  what 
has  been  done  with  the  fish  in  England.    In  Europe  it  has 
been  established  for  nearly  twenty  years,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned.    They  have  had  the  fish,  and  have  tried  it 
nearly  all  over  the  continent — in  Austria,  and  Germany— 
and  only  a  day  or  two  ago  I  cut  the  following  report  from 
the  German  Fishing  Gazette,  in  which  a  fish  breeder 
writes  a  long  article  on  the  rainbow  trout,  and  he  does 
not,  I  may  say,  give  it  a  very  good  character.    He  says : 
Although  we  have  had  the  American  rainbow  trout  in 
Europe  fur  nearly  twenty  years,  all  attempts  to  establish 
it  have  been  failures."     He  goes  on  to  give  his  own 
experiences  with  the  fish,  and  says  that  he  "  hopes  they 
may  be  a  warning  to  other  owners  of  trout  streams."  It 
seems  that  he  introduced  rainbow  trout  into  a  trout 
stream— a  tributary  of  the  Tauber,  in  Baden— and  says 
that  after  decimating  the  native  trout,  and  eating  up  every- 
thing else  in  the  way  of  food  they  could  'get  hold  of,  they 
took  advantage  of  the  first  flood  to  depart  for  home,  via 
the  Tauber,  the  Main,  and  the  Rhine.    He  says  that  other 
owners  of  trout  streams  he  knows  have  had  the  same  sad 
experiences  with  the  rainbow.     If  others  can  report 
better  results,  he  asks  them  to  publish  their  experiences. 
That,  I  think,  is  very  important  evidence  to  be  considered 
when  we  are  thinking  of  putting  them  into  our  streams, 
and  you  will  remember  also  that  Herr  Jaffe,  in  writing  to 
our  papers,  expressly  warned  us  not  to  put  them  into 
streams  or  in  waters  where  our /acio  did  well.    But  what, 
I  ask,  are  we  doing  ?    We  are  putting  them  into  trout 
streams  all  over  the  country,  and  we  do  not  know  what 
the  result  will  be.    I  think  my  note  of  caution  has  been 
thoroughly  well  justified.    We  are  not  at  present  in  a 
position  to  know  how  it  is  all  going  to  end.    I  think  the 
rainbow  is  a  very  beautiful  fish,  and  I  have  said  so,  and  yet 
Land  and  Water  tells  me  that  I  have  never  said  a  good 
word  for  it.    Now,  I  wrote  two  letters  to  that  journal- 
one,  a  rather  long  one,  which  they  did  not  put  in  (I  think 
they  might  have  read  it)  ;  and  a  shorter  one,  which  they 
did  put  in.    In  the  longer  letter  I  showed  that  when  I 
found  evidence  in  favour  of  the  fish  I  published  it,  and  I 
mentioned  a  report  I  had  published  last  year  about  the 
rainbow  in  New  Zealand,  when  I  said,  "  I  am  glad  to 
publish  the  following  excellent  account  cf  the  rainbow  in 
New  Zealand,  and  willingly  acknowledge  that  it  is  a  very 
favourable  account."    I  have  been  making  inquiries  in 
Germany  and  France  and  America,  with  a  view  of  seeing 
how  the  fish  gets  on  there,  and  if  it  is  reported  well  of  I 
shall  certainly  also  report  well  of  it.  (Applause.) 

Dr.  Patterson  said  that  that  was  the  first  time  he  had 
heard  three  or  four  cardinal  facts  about  the  rainbow  trout 
explained  to  him  in  any  angling  society  or  any  angling 
paper  in  this  country.    They  had  heard  what  Mr.  Senior 
had  to  say  about  the  introduction  of  the  rainbow  trout  in 
1885,  but  he  (the  speaker)  would  like  to  remark  that  the 
rainbow  trout  was,  like  the  brown  trout  of  Europe,  divided 
into  very  many  varieties.    There  was  a  great  difference 
between  the  rainbow  trout  of  one  river  and  the  rainbow 
trout  of  another,  as  there  is  between  the  Loch  Leven  trout 
and  the  brown  trout  of  southern  streams.    This  being  the 
Cise,  he  would  like  to  ask  what  the  rainbow  trout  was 
which  Mr.  Senior  referred  to  as  being  introduced  in  1885  ? 
When  they  came  later  on  to  the  introduction  of  the 
rainbow  trout  in  1889,  they  began  to  find,  from  American 
literature,  something  about  the  fish  which  was  introduced. 
It  was  the  fish  bred  on  the  McCloud  river,  and  introduced 
into  England  by  means  of  eyed  ova  sent  over  in  ice.  That 
trout,  he  would  submit,  was  not  the  rainbow  trout 
S.  irideus  var.  Oibbonii,  but  the  troutof  the  United  States 
Fish  Commission,  the  variety  Shasta.  Now,  in  dealing  with 
that  trout  they  had  to  deal  with  a  fish  which  occupied  a 
position  exactly  on  all  fours  with  the  brown  trout  inhabit- 
ing the  rivers  of  this  country,  but  as  he  had  explained  in 
Land  and  Water,  it  was  not  the  brown  trout  which  bore  a 
relation  to  S.  salar,  but  to  the  steel-headed  salmon  of  the 
Pacific — Salmo  gairdnerii.     The  point  arose,  why  did 
they  find  in  the  Pacific  S.  gairdnerii  and  why  in  the 
Atlantic  S.  salar.     He  was,  perhaps,  considered  rather 
free  in  his  scientific  ideas,  but  he  was  inclined  to  think 
that  the  whole  of  the  salmon  tribe  arose  from  an  ocean 
species.    Some  persons  might  put  this  theory  down  to  his 
exuberance  of  an  antiquated  mind,  but  that  did  not 
interfere  with  the  soundness  of  the  theory.     He  was 
inclined  to   think   that  the   salmon,  the  sea  going 
species,    was    the    original    parent    of    the  salmon 
family,  and  that  when  it  got  into  certain  seas  it  became 
differentiated    into    different   forms    which    we  have. 
The  point  they  had  to  consider  was  whether  this  Pacific 
trout,  which  in  its  own  country  altered  tremendously, 
according  to  the  river  in  which  it  was,  would  maintain  the 
same  form  and  qualities  in  our  British  waters  as  it  did 
beyond  the  seas.    He  was  inclined  to  think  not,  but  they 
should  give  it  a  chance,  at  any  rate.    He,  personally,  had 
an  absolutely  open  mind  upon  the  matter.    If  they  were 
introducing  a  variety  which  was  undoubtedly  a  cannibal, 
there  would  be,  of  course,  the  greatest  objection  to  such  a 
proceeding ;  but  when  they  came  to  the  S.  irideus,  which, 
on  the  authority  of  every  man  who  had  bred  it,  was  not  a 
cannibalistic  fish,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  free  riser,  a 
free  feeder,  and  did  not  prey  upon  its  own  species  or  upon 
other  fish,  then,  he  said,  give  it  a  fair  run.   They  were 
doing  no  harm  if  they  did  not  interfere  with  the  finest 
sporting  fish  we  had  at  present  in  this  country— S.  fario. 
(Hear,  hear.)    But  there  was  a  question  to  be  considered, 
and  it  was  this  :  Suppose  that  at  their  annual  dinner  they 
were  inviting  guests,  they  would  not  invite  them  in  the 
place  of  their  own  members,  so  in  the  same  way  they 
would  not  put  strange  fish  into  their  streams  to  take  the  place 
of  our  own  well  tried  trout.    Therefore  he  put  it  to  those 
present  whether  S.  irideus  should  not  be  introduced  rather 
into  places  where  there  were  only  coarse  fish,  which, 
comparatively  speaking,  afforded  little  sport.    Give  the 
rainbow  in  such  places  the  chance  to  make  a  sporting 


fish,  in  a  proper  environment,  in  waters  which  were 
warmer  than  those  in  which  the  brown  trout  flourished. 
They  would  then  meet  with  success.    They  had  streams 
in  which  the  temperature  was  too  high  to  allow  of 
S.  fario  doing  well,  and  into  these  he  would  say  put  the 
brown  trout.    Again,  there  were  reservoirs,  tanks,  and 
lakes  of  a  cold  nature  in  which  brown  trout  had  been  put 
year  after  year.    They  had  been  stocked  and  re-stocked, 
but  the  outcome  had  been  failure,  full  and  complete. 
Well,  then,  why  not  try  rainbows  here,  and  give  them  a 
fair  trial  ?     He  earnestly  asked  everyone  to  keep  an  open 
mind  upon  the  subject,  and  urged  them  not  to  put  rain- 
bows into  their  trout  streams  where  they  had  a  fine  stock 
of  fario,  but  rather  into  those  which  had  coarse  fish  in 
them  (very  few  of  the  latter,  perhaps,  in  some  instances), 
and  then  they  might  succeed  in  having  a  sporting  fish 
where  they  had  never  had  it  before  ;  that  was  to  say,  try 
the  rainbow  trout  in  places  where  it  could  do  no  possible 
harm.    In  this  way  they  would  undoubtedly  be  gaining 
experience  of  the  fish  in  this  country,  an  experience  much 
wanted  at  the  present  time.    If,  on  the  oth?r  hand,  they 
put  in  rainbows  where  they  ought  to  put  in  brown  trout, 
it  would,  in  his  view,  be  simply  waste  of  time  and  money. 
One  thing  he  would  like  to  add,  and  it  was  this :  Mr. 
Marston  had  said  that  they  knew  nothing  really  about  the 
rainbow  trout.    Of  this  he  (the  speaker)  was  absolutely 
convinced.     In  this  country  we  were  entirely  ignorant 
about  it,  and  if  we  wanted  to  learn  as  to  its  doings  else- 
vphere  how  were  they  to  do  so  ?    From  American  pub- 
lished reports  he  had  gleaned  but  little.    In  fact,  he  had 
heard  more  about  the  fish  from  the  twenty-five  minutes' 
reading  that  evening  than  he  ever  knew  before.  It  was  not 
geneially  known  the  S.  irideus  had  a  different  breeding 
time  to  the  brown  trout,  and  to  this  Mr.  Senior  had  alluded. 
He  would  ask' them  to  go  to  the  fish  breeders,  who  knew 
more  abou*-  it  than  they  did.    One  gentleman  who  knew 
something  of  the  breeding  of  trout  will  have  some  hatching 
in  a  certain  place  within  100  miles  of  Bow  Bells,  and 
within  the  next  few  weeks  the  fish  would  be  hatched 
out.    They  would  find  they  were  later  than  the  brown 
trout.    Another  gentleman  who  had  reared  them  for 
some  years  past  would  tell  them  that  the  fish  bred  in 
this  country  get  earlier  and  earlier.    If  then  the  breeding 
time  of  a  fish  like  the  rainbow  trout  could  be  altered  by 
environment,  as  it  was  in  this  country,  surely  its  other 
characteristics  might  be  changed  in  the  same  way,  and, 
therefore,  he  asked  them  when  they  were  breeding  them, 
what  were  they  going  to  get  ?    Heaven  only  knew,  and 
they  must  proceed  upon  a  principle  of  trial  and  error. 

Mr.  H.  Harden  said  that  he  had  caught  the  rainbow 
trout,  and  they  were  exceedingly  beautiful.  He  had  found 
that  they  rose  several  times,  which  was  not  the  case  with 
the  ordinary  brown  trout.  In  the  Guash  he  had  caught 
them  from  8in.  to  lOin.  long.  He  had  fished  that  particular 
water  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  but  this  season  he  was 
surprised  to  have  a  complete  blank  for  the  first  time  in 
that  long  period.  Could  that  be  possible  from  the  fact 
that  the  rainbows  were  cannibals,  and  had  eaten  up  all  the 
other  trout  and  then  vanished  ?  The  fish  which  were  put 
in  were  taken  from  a  hatchery  in  Germany.  As  to  black 
bass,  some  years  ago  a  tremendous  quantity  were  turned  in 
at  Stamford  in  a  coarse  stream  there,  but  from  that  day 
to  this  he  had  never  seen  one  caught. 

Mr.  Edgar  Shrubsole  said  his  knowledge  of  the  fish 
only  extended  back  for  four  years,  but  daring  that  feme  he 
had  obtained  a  very  practical  idea  of  how  to  catch  it  with 
rod  and  line,  and  he  had  grown  more  fond  of  it  year  by 
year.   What  little  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  fish  was 
this :  He  believed,  as  a  sportsman,  that  we  wanted  to  put 
into  our  rivers  the  fish  which  provided  the  best  sport,  and 
if  the  food  question  came  in  at  all,  to  put  in  such  fish  which 
were  not  only  goodsporting  fish,  but  were  good  as  table  fish. 
There  were  many  reservoirs  and  lakes  which  could  be  well 
stocked  with  rainbows,  whether  they  were  cannibals  or  not. 
Whatever  they  were,  they  were  undoubtedly  good  sport- 
ing fish  and  good  rising  fish,  and  after  they  were 
caught  they  were  excellent  food.   As  to  the  spawn- 
ing   of    S.    irideus,    he    would     say    that,    as  a 
matter    of   fact,    they  were    assLmQating  themselves 
gradually,  but  surely,  to  the  spawning  season  of  the  fario. 
When  first  introduced,  it  spawned  at  least  a  month  later 
than  it  did  now  ;  but  it  was  assimilating  its  spawning  time 
to  our  own  trout.    Evea  were  its  spawning  time  later,  the 
rainbow  trout  should  be  encouraged.    If  not,  they  should, 
with  just  as  much  reason,  do  away  with  grayling.    As  to 
the  non-migratory  character  of  our  own /a?-io,  he  might 
mention  that  a  New  Zealand  gentleman  had  told  him  that 
the  fario  there  were  absolutely  migratory,  and  went  to  the 
If  they  became  migratory,  from  a  non-migratory 
state,  they  might  do  so  from  the  opposite  point  of  view.  It 
was  possible  for  the  rainbow  to  be  migratory  on  the 
northern  coast,  and  non-migratory  in  our  rivers.  There 
was  a  funny  thing  about  the  markings  of  the  fish.  Mr. 
David  Slater  had  a  consignment  of  what  he  imagined  were 
Fontinalis,  and  put  them  in  his  lake  at  Newark.  They 
got  out  of  this  into  another  lake,  and  Mr.  Slater  wanted 
them  back  again.    So  he  went  to  catch  them  with  rod  and 
line.    He  had  good  sport  amongst  the  supposed  Fontinalis, 
but  remarked  to  Herr  Jaffe  something  about  the  wonder- 
ful markings  of  the  fish.    Herr  Jaffe  asked  him  if  he  was 
sure  he  had  got  Fontinalis,  in  reply  to  which  Mr.  Slater 
described  the  fish,  especially  emphasising  the  white  mark 
round  the  fins  and  the  bow.    From  this  it  appeared  at  once 
that  he  had  mistaken  his  fish  altogether,  and  he  has  now, 
instead  of  Fontinalis,  a  magnificent  lot  of  rainbows  in  his 
large  lake.  Mr.  Marston  had  quoted  from  a  German  paper 
about  the  rainbow  trout,  but  they  knew  a  newspaper  did  not 
always  tell  the  truth.    But  Herr  Jafft?  was  in  this  country 
a  short  time  since,  and  he  emphasised  still  further  the 
great  value  of  the  rainbow  trout  proper — S.  irideus,  with 
the  white  fins  and  tail  markings — for  reservoirs  and  deep 
flowing  rivers  like  the  Thames,  Medway,  &c.    He  (the 
speaker)  had  never  advocated  the  introduction  of  it  into. 
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aay,  the  Kentish  Darenth,  Coquet,  or  other  like  small 
streams.  Nor  did  he  think  it  should  he  condemned  becaviBe 
it  was  fond  of  a  minnow.  Lastly,  they  should  not  lose 
sight  of  the  fact  that  Herr  Jaffe  and  Peter  Ormerod  only 
recommended  the  trial  of  S.  irideus  in  waters  where  at 
present  they  had  an  indifferent  stock  of  coarse  fish.  If 
they  were  tried  in  such  waters,  they  would  say  in  the 
future  that  they  were  very  glad  they  had  put  them  in. 

Mr.  C.  Walker  said  :  I  should  first  like  to  say  something 
about  the  colour  of  5  irideus.  I  have  got  a  picture  here  still 
different  to  what  has  been  said  before.  Some  have  said 
that  the  colours  are  too  brilliant.  (No.)  So  far  as  I  have 
seen  the  fish,  except  in  a  few  cases,  they  have  been  much 
better  marked,  axd  lave  had  a  more  brilliant  red  streak 
than  this  picture  shows.  I  cannot  say  I  have  ever  seen 
one  over  two  years  old,  because  I  have  not  been  round  tj 
the  different  pisciculturist  places,  but  we  have  bred  them 
at  home,  and  I  have  watched  them  up  to  a  certain  point. 
We  have  always  had  our  rainbows  with  much  more 
brilliant  markings.  I  have  alfo  noticed  what  Mr. 
Shmbsole  drew  attention  to,  a  white  mark  on  the  fins. 
I  should  like  to  say  a  word  now  in  defence  of  Land  and 
Water,  which  Mr.  Maiston  has  referred  to.  We  have  not 
been  quite  so  bad  as  he  has  made  out,  because  in  his 
quotation  he  has  not  given  the  context  as  well  as  the 
actual  sentence.  He  has  said  and  he  has  assumed  one  or 
two  things  which  we  have  not  said  at  all.  We  never  said 
a  word  at  all  about  his  having  called  the  rainbow  trout  a 
cannibal . 

Mr.  Marston  :  I  never  said  you  did. 

Mr.  Walkfr  :  T  unflerst-ood  you  to  say  so. 

Mr.  Marston  :  I  said  it  had  been  stated. 

Mr.  Walker:  And  we  also,  when  Mr.  Marston  said  he 
had  only  adfised  caution,  and  had  never  said  a  word 
against  the  rainbow  tmut,  made  the  foUowing  acknow- 
ledgment :  "  After  hearing  this  statement,  of  course,  we 
believe  that  it  was  Mr.  Marston'e  intention  to  convey  this 
meaning  in  all  he  wrote  about  the  rainbow,  and  ia  suggest- 
ing caution  in  the  introduction  of  any  new  fish  into  our 
waters  he  is  certainly  right.  There  are,  however,  two 
ways  of  suggesting  caution.  That  in  which  he  who 
suggests  the  caution  also  suggests  that  the  experiment  will 
prove  a  failure,  even  if  it  does  not  do  actual  harm,  and  he 
who  while  suggesting  ciution,  having  considered  the 
habits  and  natural  surroundings  of  the  fish  to  be 
introduced,  shows  the  probability  of  the  gocd  result 
of  the  experiment.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
form  Mr.  Marston's  suggestion  took,  neither  can  there 
be  any  doubt  as  to  the  result  which  has  followed 
the  introduction  of  the  rainbow  trout  into  England." 
What  our  view  was,  was  that  those  who  had  written  in 
favour  of  the  rainbow  trout  had  alwiys  emphasised  this 
caution,  and  although  hopes  were  certaiLly  expressed  that 
the  rainbow  trout  should  turn  out  a  success,  the  pro- 
bability of  their  not  doing  so  was  also  pointed  out.  The 
comparison  between  them  and  Fontinalis  always  has  been 
in  Mr.  Marstcn's  letteis  in  Land  and  Wafer  insisted  upon 
very  much ,  notwithstanding  we  pointed  out  that  Fontinalis 
and  S.  irideus  can  hardly  be  compared  at  all.  Herr 
Jaffe's  opinion.  I  think,  was  very  fairly  stated  on  Dec.  12, 
1896,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  He  tajs  that  the  success 
of  the  rainbow  trout  as  a  game  fish  in  England  is  not 
at  all  doubtful,  and  T  do  net  think  there  can  be  any 
mistake  as  to  Herr  Jaffe's  meaning  in  that  statement. 
I  should  also  like  to  point  out  that,  before  the  opinions 
which  have  been  expressed  to-night  were  stated,  we 
expressed  them  in  the  current  number  of  Land  and. 
Water.  We  say  this  :  "We  are  not  aware  that  we  have 
ever  suggested  that  the  rainbow  should  take  the  place 
of  or  interfere  with  our  own  trout;  but  as  we  have 
pointed  out  that  it  thrives  in  a  class  of  water  where  the 
•S./ai-i'o  will  not  thrive,  it  will,  we  expect,_  fiU  a  void 
which  now  exists."  I  was  also  very  much  interested  in 
what  was  said  about  the  fish  breeders  sending  the  wrong 
trout,  as  I  think  it  ia  very  probable  that  if  they  send  rain- 
bows instead  of  Fontinalis  they  have  also  very  frequently 
sent  Fontinalis  instead  of  rainbows.  Many  of  the  bad 
qualities  which  have  been  attributed  to  the  rainbow  trout 
could  not  have  been  at  all  the  case,  because  the  fish  which 
had  those  bad  qualities  were  not  rainbows.  I  have  also 
noticed  the  fact  tlat  the  longer  one  watches  every  year 
the  rainbow  trout,  it  seems  to  spawn  earlier  and  earlier, 
and  this  to  such  a  marked  extent  that  you  can  notice  it 
from  year  to  year.  Durinffthe  four  years  I  have  known 
the  fish  there  has  certainly  been  a  marked  difference  in  the 
date  of  its  spawning. 

Mr.  Marston  :  I  would  like  to  ask  Dr.  Patterson,  who 
said  that  this  fish  ought  to  be  in  watei  s  where  trout  and 
other  coarse  fish  will  not  do,  what  is  he  going  to  feed 
them  with  ? 

Dr.  Patterson  said  he  did  not  say  "  trout  and  of^ifr 
fish,"  he  said  trout,  and  that  was  a  very  important  point. 
There  were  many  reservoirs  holding  small  pike  and  perch 
which  were  failures,  and  they  had  not  succeeded  in  getting 
a  true  sporting  fish.  He  did  not  consider  roach,  rudd, 
carp,  or  tench  worthy  to  be  mentioned  in  the  same  breath 
with  trout,  and  in  those  waters  which  were  suitable  for 
the  first  named  fish  rainbows  would  do  well,  because  it  had 
been  proved  beyond  doubt  of  contradiction  that  the  rain- 
bow trout  would  sptWQ  in  almost  still  water.  Herr  Jaffe 
had  stated  that  they  would  spawn  in  a  muddy  water 
wherever  there  was  any  gravel  bottom  at  all,  but  he  went 
on  to  qualify  his  statement  that  in  such  water  the  rainbow 
trout  eggs  do  not  develop  unless  there  ia  a  stream.  He  had 
made  inquiry,  and  found  that  this  amount  of  stream  might 
be  almost  infinitesimal  so  long  as  there  was  any  movement 
in  the  water  at  all.  There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that 
wherever  you  have  a  salmonoid  egg  it  mast  lie  on  a  gravel 
bottom  If  it  were  on  mud  it  would  bury  itself,  and 
would  have  no  chance  of  getting  properly  oxygenated. 
The  meeting  hid  he»rd  Mr.  Marston,  Mr.  Shrubsole,  and 
Mr.  Walker — the  views  expressed  by  those  gentlemen  had 
been  opposed  to  it,  in  favour  of  it,  indifferent  to  it  respec- 


tively. He  (the  speaker)  occupied  the  position,  perhaps, 
of  the  man  who  looked  on  and  saw  moat  of  the  game.  He 
had  been  watching  it  for  about  eight  years,  and  waiting 
till  the  European  fish  culturists  began  to  find  out  some- 
thing about  the  American  Pacific  trout,  and  when  he  did, 
they  would  begin  to  see  daylight  through  the  subject. 
At  the  present  moment  the  fish  culturist  knows  nothing  of 
the  natural  history  of  the  fish,  and  scientists  krow  nothing 
about  the  cultivation  of  it.  Until  ihey  got  the  life  history 
and  true  scientific  ichthyology  mixed  up  thoroughly  together 
they  could  do  nothing  with  the  cultivation  of  any  fish 
properly  in  this  country.  Therefore,  the  fish  must  be 
studied  from  those  positions.  If  they  bred  some  fish  atd 
put  them  into  rivers,  then  they  could  b'gin  to  find  out 
something  of  the  rainbow  trout.  Until  then,  all  this 
discussion  was,  in  his  opinion,  vanity  and  vexation  of 
spirit.  They  must  get  suitable  water,  the  eggs  properly 
hatched  and  properly  bred ;  then  let  them  study  the  thing 
instead  of  discussing  before  they  knew. 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  the  last  speaker  ireutioned 
something  about  introducing  the  rainbow  trout  into  suitable 
water.  He  (the  speaker)  thought  one  of  the  best  test  cases 
which  could  be  imagined  would  be  to  introduce  the  rain- 
bow trout  into  waters  where  coarse  fish  exist  and  are 
known  to  thrive,  and  also  that  the  comaion/fo  io  has  been 
introduced  but  has  proved  a  dead  failure.  He  knew  of 
one  of  those  waters — the  Sussex  Ouse.  There  had  been 
several  times  large  numbers  of  trout  introduced,  but  very 
few  men  had  ever  caught  one.  At  the  end  of  last  year 
there  were  abiut  200  rainbows  introduced  into  the  water, 
and  he  thought  that  probably  by  the  beginning  of  this 
season  they  would  certainly  be  large  enough  to  catch. 
When  we  get  them  we  shall  know  a  great  deal  more  about 
them. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Hoeace  Brown, 
Mr.  Marston  r<>ad  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fred  Mather, 
published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  1884,  in  which  that 
gentleman  said  that  in  Forest  and  Stream  for  May,  1884, 
he  hed  made  the  statement  that  the  rainbow  was  a 
migratory  salmon  and  identical  with  the  steel-head  of  the 
Pacific  Coast,  Salmo  gairdnerii. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Fred  Mather  was  the  first  man  to 
say  that  this  fish  was  identical  with  the  steel-headed 
salmon. 

Dr.  Patterson  said  Professor  Gilbert,  in  1883,  was  the 
first  authority  to  place  the  steel-headed  salmon  and  the 
rainbow  together.* 

Mr.  White  mentioned  that  at  Cape  Town  the  rainbow 
trout  was  being  introduced.  They  had  no  Fontinalis 
there. 

Dr.  Brunton's  own  view  of  the  matter  was — What  was 
the  good  of  introducing  any  foreign  fish  into  our  own 
country,  when  we  had  plenty  of  our  own  to  stock  our  own 
waters.  Let  us  stick  to  our  own  fish,  and  leave  the 
foreigners  severely  alone. 

A  vota  of  tbanks  was  afterwards  accorded  to  the 
author  and  reader  of  the  paper,  and  the  meeting  closed  at 
a  very  late  hour. 
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The  Black  Ant  Flies. — In  the  months  of  July 
and  August  these  flies  also  make  their  appearance, 
and  are  good  killers.  Form  the  bodies  of  purple 
waxed  silk.  Put  three  turns  of  black  ostrich 
harle  at  the  tail,  and  a  cock  starling's  hackle 
under  the  wings.  The  wings  may  be  of  a  feather 
from  the  jack  snipe's  wing.    Hook,  No.  8  or  10. 

The  Coachman  Fly. — Although  not  much  used 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  this  fly  answers  very 
well  in  the  evenings.  The  body  is  made  of  a 
copper-coloured  peacock  harle ;  it  must  be  tipt  at 
the  tail  with  gold.  Put  on  a  red  hackle  under 
the  wings,  and  make  the  wings  of  a  white  feather 
from  the  underside  of  a  wild  duck's  wing.  Hook, 
No.  7  or  8. 

The  Orl  Fly. — This  fly  is  well  known  to  be  a 
good  killer  in  several  rivers  in  the  south  of 
England,  but,  as  far  as  I  know,  it  has  never  been 
tried  as  a  river  fly  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 
I  understand,  however,  that  it  answers  very  well 
on  UUswater  Lake.  Make  the  body  (rather  full) 
of  copper-coloured  peacock  harle,  rib  it  vnth  fine 
red  sUk,  and  lap  a  fine  blue  dun  hackle  round  the 
head.   Hook,  No.  7  or  8. 

TJie  Kingdom  Fly.— Tina  fly  is  used  by  some 
anglers  in  the  summer  months.  Make  the  body 
of  pale  straw-coloured  unmanufactured  silk,  and 
run  over  it  a  pale  blue  cock's  hackle.  Let  the 
wing  be  of  a  feather  from  the  inside  of  the  wood- 
cock's wing.   Hook,  No.  8  or  9.   

*  Mr.  Mather  distinctly  says  his  statement  has  since 
been  endorsed  by  Dr.  Bean  and  Professor  D.  S.  Jordan. — 
R.  B.  M» 

fKiikbride  was  a  fishing  tackle  maker  and  practical 
angler.  His  book  is  based  on  Best's  work,  with  additions 
and  improvements,  and  the  dressing^  of  flies  given  are  as 
a  rule  excellent— infinitely  better  than  many  of  the 
modern  stock  "  shop  patterns."— E.  B.  M, 


ProfesBor's  Fly. — The  body  is  of  yellow  floss 
silk,  rather  long  and  thin.  A  red  or  black  hackle 
must  be  put  on  below  the  wings.  The  wings  are 
formed  of  the  mottled  brown  feather  from  the 
wild  mallard.  This  fly  kills  well  on  the  Tweed 
and  other  Scottish  streams,  and  is  highly 
esteemed  by  Professor  "Wilson,  of  Edinburgh. 
Hook,  No.  6,  7,  8. 

Night  Flies. 

Angling  on  a  summer  night, 

When  the  moon-ray  met  the  fairy. 
Tripping  down  a  bank  of  light. 

To  the  sweet  loch  <  f  Saint  Mary ; 
Music  floated  sad  and  holy, 

Every  wild  flower  lent  its  tone— 
And  the  sullen  trout  swam  slowly. 

Like  the  shadow  of  a  stone. — Stoddnrt. 

Although  there  are  several  kinds  of  moths,  or 
bustards,  yet  there  are  not  more  than  three  or  four 
that  are  generally  used.  As  this  species  of  fishing 
can  only  be  practised  at  night,  after  ten  o'clock,  it 
is  seldom  tried  by  those  who  fish  for  gain. 

Night  flies  ought  to  be  dressed  on  rather  strong 
gut ;  the  casting  line  and  tackle  must  also  be 
strong. 

The  White  Moth. — It  is  made  vrith  a  white 
duck's  feather,  or  a  white  owl's  feather,  for  wings, 
with  a  body  of  white  cotton,  made  very  full, 
ribbed  with  yellow  silk,  with  a  white  cock's  hackle 
under  the  butt  of  the  wings  for  legs,  and  two  or 
three  turns  of  black  ostrich  harle  round  the  head. 
Hook,  No.  i  or  5. 

The  Brown  Moth. — This  moth  is  made  with  a 
feather  from  the  wing  of  the  dark  brown  owJ, 
with  a  body  of  the  fur  from  the  hare's  neck,  mixed 
with  a  little  cinnamon  -  coloured  worsted,  or 
mohair,  and  a  hackle  from  the  hen,  of  a  mottled 
brown  colour,  run  half-way  down.  The  body  of 
this  moth  must  also  be  made  very  full.  Hook, 
No.  2  or  3. 

The  Yellow-Bodied  Bustard.— thSs  moth  must 
have  a  body  made  very  full,  of  dusky  yellow  or 
gold- coloured  worsted,  or  mohair,  and  a  light 
ginger  hackle  run  over  it  aU  the  way.  The  wings 
must  be  taken  from  a  feather  of  the  wood  owl's 
wing.    Hook,  No.  2  or  3. 

Palmers. 

Palmers  kill  remarkably  well,  particularly  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  season,  on  most  rivers  and 
lakes.  They  must  be  of  various  sizes  and  shades, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  colour  of 
the  water.  For  clear  water  the  Light  Dun,  and 
Purple-Bodied  Black  Palmers  are  the  best.  In 
autumn  or  summer,  when  the  river  is  full,  the 
Red  Palmer,  the  Peacock- Bodied  Palmer,  and  the 
Soldier  Palmer  are  preferred. 

The  Blea,  or  Blue  Dun  Palmer.— This  Palmer, 
for  a  full,  black  water,  is  made  with  two  fine 
cock's  hackles  of  a  blue  dun  colour,  either  run 
down  aU  the  way  over  a  mixed  body  of  blue 
squirrel's  fur  and  pale  yellow  mohair,  with  or 
without  a  rib  of  sUver  thread  to  suit  the  colour  of 
the  water.  For  clear  water,  make  the  body  of 
pale  yellow  waxed  silk,  with  a  double  hackle  at 
the  head.  This  Palmer  kills  excellently  in  the 
spring.    Hook  :  No.  7,  8,  or  9. 

The  Sooty-Dun  Palmer.— This  Palmer  is  made 
Ln  the  same  way  as  the  last,  with  a  body  of  water- 
rat's  fur,  and  a  double  hackle  at  the  head  of  a 
sooty-dun  colour.  It  may  be  either  tipt  at  the 
tail  with  gold  or  silver  or  not.    Hook,  No.  7  or  8. 

The  Golden  Palmer.— Thia  Palmer  is  made  of 
rich  gold-coloured  raw  silk,  ribbed  with  gold 
thread,  by  the  side  of  which  must  be  run  a  fijie 
thread  of  black  silk,  with  two  fine,  red  cock's 
hackles  over  all.  The  size  of  the  hook  must  vary 
according  to  the  size  of  the  river. 

The  Yelloiv  Palmer.— This  Palmer  must  have  a 
yellow  or  lemon-coloured  silk  body.  In  other 
respects  the  same  as  the  Grolden  Palmer. 

The  Orange  Palmer.— Thia  Palmer  is  made 
with  an  orange  floss  sUk  body,  ribbed  with  gold 
thread  and  fine  black  silk,  with  two  fine,  red 
hackles,  short  of  the  fibre  and  black  at  the  butt, 
run  down  it. 

The  Bed  Palmer.— Thia  Palmer  is  made  of 
orange  or  brickdust-coloured  mohair,  ribbed  with 
gold  thread,  with  two  fine,  red  cock's  hackles  run 
down  all  the  way.  If  made  small,  put  on  two 
fine  hackles  round  the  head  only.  The  body  of 
the  small  Red  Palmer  may  be  made  the  same  as 
that  of  the  large  one,  ribbed  with  gold  wire  or 
not ;  or,  where  the  water  is  clear,  of  orange  waxed 
silk  only. 


240 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  2,  1898 


The  Soldier  Palmer. — This  Palmer  is  made 
with  a  scarlet-coloured  worsted  or  mohaii"  body, 
ribbed  with  gold  thread,  and  a  grey  hackle,  dyed 
of  a  blood-orange  colour,  run  down  all  the  way 
behind  a  black-listed,  red  hackle. 
When  winged  with  a  feather  from  the  outside  of 
wood  cock's  wing,  it  answers  well  as  a  lake  fly. 
(To  be  continued.) 


PHOTOGRAPHY  FOR  ANGLERS. 


As  an  enthusiastic  devotee  for  many  years  of 
what  used  to  be  known  as  "  the  black  art,"  it  has 
always  appeared  to  me  a  strange  thing  that  so 
few  anglers,  of  all  men,  have  taken  to  the  use  of 
the  camera  as  a  hobby  and  pastime.  Fishing 
frequently  brings  one  face  to  face  with  what  is  most 
beautiful  in  Nature ;  and  surely  many  readers 
must  have  often  sighed  for  a  photograph  of  some 
lovely  stretch  of  river,  effect  of  sky,  or  many 
another  scene  which  has  impressed  their  imagina- 
tions. But  the  angler  goes  by  unfrequented  ways 
the  ordinary  tourist  knows  not  of,  and  photo- 
graphs cannot  be  purchased ;  and  he  must  fain 
tnist  to  his  memory  to  recall  the  beauty  which 
charmed  him.  With  a  camera  all  this  is  altered 
(and  I  may  say  ew  parenthese  that  I  should  as 
soon  think  of  leaving  my  rod  and  line  at  home  as 
my  camera  when  on  a  fishing  excursion) ;  the 
button  is  touched,  and  the  faitMul  lens  impresses 
the  plate  with  a  true  image  of  the  scene, 
to  chai-m  not  only  the  fortunate  observer,  but 
"  his  sisters  and  his  cousins  and  his  aunts," 
and  his  fellow  anglers  when  the  summer 
is  over,  and  in  the  long  evenings  the  river 
side  is  abandoned  for  the  social  pleasm-es  of  the 
club-room.  Those  who  have  had  the  good  fortune 
to  see  the  fishing  pictures  of  that  enthusiastic 
sportsman  and  photographer,  Mr.  Fraser  Sande- 
man,  will  require  no  words  of  mine  to  convince 
them  how  enormously  a  camera  wiU  add  to  the 
enjoyment  of  an  anghng  tour,  but  it  surely  wants 
no  proof  that  one's  pleasure  in  a  beautiful  land- 
scape will  not  be  diminished  by  knowing  that 
others  will  by  its  counterfeit  presentment  be  able 
to  share  one's  delight  later  on.  But  someone 
may  say,  "It's  too  much  trouble."  Well,  that 
man  has  no  right  to  call  himself  an  angler,  for  if 
there  is  any  sport  or  pastime  which  involves 
trouble  and  pains — too  often,  alas  !  unremunera- 
tive— it  is  surely  angling.  Then  I  can  hear  another 
objection,  "  It  is  too  expensive."  It  used  to  be 
expensive,  I  allow,  but  modem  improvements 
have  brought  photography  within  the  reach  of 
the  most  modest  purse,  and  the  after  pleasure  to 
be  derived  from  it  is  altogether  out  of  proportion 
to  the  initial  cost.  I  have  before  me  as  I  write 
some  photographs  taken  more  than  ten  years  ago 
in  beautiful  Dovedale.  The  whole  lot  cost  me 
less  than  half-a-crown,  and  they  have  been  a 
source  of  great  pleasure,  not  only  to  me,  but  to 
others.  I  wish  I  had  never  spent  half-a-crown 
"worse. 

Another  case.  I  was  speaking  once  of  the 
sharks  in  British  waters.  My  hearers  were 
incredulous.  They  would  not  believe  such  things 
existed,  but  the  exhibition  of  a  few  of  my  photo- 
graphs of  the  dirty  Squalus  glaucus,  taken  on  the 
deck  of  a  steam  trawler  on  the  deep  sea,  was  a 
convincing  and  unanswerable  argument  as  to  the 
real  existence  of  these  brutes. 

Any  photographic  dealer  will  supply  a  good 
and  suitable  hand  camera ;  but  in  selecting  an 
instrument  for  fishing  purposes  we  have  to  take 
into  account  conditions  which  do  not  obtain  when 
photography  only  is  our  hobby.  The  apparatus 
must  be  as  compact  as  possible ;  it  must  be  very 
light,  so  as  not  to  hamper  the  angler ;  and,  most 
important,  it  must  be  absolutely  reliable  (a 
camera  that  goes  "  bandy"  on  a  Norwegian  fjord 
is  apt  to  cause  language) ;  it  must  be  moderate  in 
cost,  not  too  complicated  iu  construction,  and 
ready  at  aU  times  for  instant  use.  Endless 
ingenuity  has  been  expended  in  filling  these  con- 
editions,  and  great  success  has  attended  the 
inventors'  efforts.  The  substitution  of  roUable 
sensitive  films  for  glass  has  done  much  to 
decrease  both  bulk  and  weight.  In  the  appli- 
cation of  this  new  material,  the  Eastman  Co., 
of  115,  Oxford-street,  and  20,  Cheapside,  stand 
pre-eminent,  and  their  smaller  sized  apparatus  is 
admirably  adapted  for  the  fisherman.  Their 
smallest  camera  costs  a  guinea  complete,  but  its 
pictures  are  only  2in.  by  l  iin.    Then  they  have 


others  for  pictures  Skin,  square,  the  dimensions 
of  the  camera  being  4|in.  by  4iin.  by  ojin. ; 
weight,  loaded  for  twelve  exposures,  18oz.  to  20oz! 
— good  instruments  all.  But  the  best  camera  I 
know  for  fisherman's  use  is  what  they  call  the 
"  No.  4  Cartridge  Kodak,"  which  takes  pictures 
5in.  by  4in.,  practically  cabinet  size.  It  is  a 
marvel  of  compactness  and  excellent  workman- 
ship.   It  is  here  depicted  open  and  closed,  as  a 
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verbal  description  would  occupy  too  much  space. 
Its  dimensions  closed  are  3jin.  by  6f in.  by  8jin., 
and,  having  regard  to  the  handsome  size  of  the 
picture,  it  will  readily  be  believed  that  these 
dimensions  can  hardly  be  reduced ;  the  wonder 
is  that  it  has  been  possible  to  get  them  so  small 
with  efficiency. 

These  cameras  have  a  great  advantage.  Yow. 
can  change  your  spool  of  film  in  daylight.  That 
is  to  say,  after  having  made  the  twelve  exposures. 


Kodak  (Open). 


Kodak  (Closed). 

you  can,  in  sunlight  if  you  desire,  remove  the  spool 
of  exposed  pictures  and  replace  it  with  a  fresh 
one ;  and  as  twenty  or  thirty  of  these  spools,  each 
containing  enough  film  for  a  dozen  pliotographs, 
will  pack  into  an  ordinary  cigar-box,  material 
for  a  prolonged  tour  «an  be  carried  in  a  very 
small  space.  For  those  who  prefer  glass  plates 
with  their  great  weight,  necessity  for  a  dark  room 
for  changing,  and  the  risk  of  breakage,  the 


Company  have  devised  a  back  which  will  fit 
without  alteration  on  to  the  same  camera.  1  may 
as  well  say  at  once  that  I  have  no  connection 
whatever  with  the  Eastman  Company.  I  am 
telling  my  brother  anglers  who  may  wish  to  try 
photography,  what,  after  more  than  twenty-five 
years'  experience,  I  consider  is  the  camera  best 
suited  to  their  requirements,  as  baginners,  in  their 
ignorance,  are  so  apt  to  be  misled  by  the  per- 
suasive eloquence  of  the  "  shop-tician ''  anxious  to 
do  business.  There  are  many  other  most  excellent 
cameras  in  the  market,  and  if  I  had  to  choose  an 
instrument  best  suited  for  all  work  that  a  photo- 
grapher has  to  do,  I  am  not  sure  that  I  should 
select  the  one  I  have  referred  to,  but  for  a  fisher- 
man's requirements  I  am  sure  it  cannot  be 
beaten. 

Photographic  manipulation  is  easy  to  acquire. 
I  do  not  mean  that  the  expenditure  of  a  few 
pounds  will  make  you  a  Gale  or  a  Robinson  at 
once,  but  in  a  very  short  time  you  can  learn 
enough  of  it  to  enable  you  to  take  pleasing  photo- 
graphs, and  to  preserve  delightful  remiaiscences 
of  your  travels,  of  your  companions,  of  your  fish, 
and  where  you  caught  them,  and  enable  your  less 
fortunate  friends  to  share  the  pleasures  of  your 
trip,  either  by  the  examination  of  paper  prints, 
or,  better  still,  by  the  exhibition  of  lantern  slides 
from  them,  when  they  can  be  shown  and  de- 
scribed to  a  large  audience  at  once.  There  have 
been  several  lantern  lectures  this  year,  and  they 
have  all  been  most  popular;  Dr.  Patterson's 
lectures  are  examples. 

Nor  is  the  delightful  hobby  without  fun.  A 
photographic  friend  of  mine — a  most  distinguished 
amateur,  whose  name  is  known  all  over  the  world 
as  a  synonym  for  excellence,  technical  and  artistic, 
in  photographic  work — once  showed  some  prints 
to  a  sixpenny  tin-type  photographer  on  the  sands. 
The  man's  face  was  a  study.  "  Call  yourself  a 
bloomin'  hammerchewer,"  said  he,  "why,  guv'nor, 
blowed  if  you  ain't  one  of  hus."  It  was  meant  as 
a  hearty  compliment,  whether  my  friend  regarded 
it  so  is  not  recorded. 

I  do  not  propose  to  give  any  particulars  of 
manipulation,  that  can  be  better  learnt  from  a 
text-book  and  practical  lessons  ;  but  if  any  of  my 
brother  anglers  who  are  induced  to  take  up 
photography  meet  with  insuperable  difficulty,  and 
will  write  to  me,  to  care  of  the  Editor,  I  will 
endeavour  to  help  them  out  of  their  trouble. 

Charles  Husset. 


A  Fine  Pike. — Much  interest  has  been  taken 
in  a  splendid  pike,  which  was  captured  by  Dr. 
J ames  Ogilvie,  at  the  end  of  the  season,  on  Upton 
Broad.  It  was  a  splendidly  marked  specimen, 
and  weighed  221b.  It  measured  40in.  in  length, 
and  had  a  girth  of  21iin.  It  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  W.  Lowne,  Naturalist,  Fuller's  HiU,  Great 
Yarmouth,  where  it  can  be  viewed. 

"  Excel  Cocoa." — It  is  somewhat  superfluous 
to  advocate  the  drinking  of  cocoa,  whenever 
possible,  in  place  of  tea  or  coffee,  the  practice 
is  becoming  so  general,  on  account  of  its  greater 
sustaining  and  nourishing  qualities.  A  well- 
known  authority  has  described  cocoa  as  possess- 
ing "so  much  mere  vulgar  nutrition,  uniting 
in  itseK  the  exhilarating  properties  of  tea  with 
the  strengthening  and  ordinary  body  supporting 
qualities  of  milk."  Linnaeus,  with  whom  cocoa 
was  a  favourite  beverage,  nam^d  the  tree  Theo- 
broma — food  of  the  gods.  And  he  could  not 
have  known  it  in  its  most  refined  form,  for  it  is 
of  comparatively  recent  date  that  its  manufacture 
has  been  brought  to  such  perfection.  There  is 
no  question  about  its  value  as  a  food,  but  it  is 
most  important  that  the  cocoa  selected  should  be 
one  which  has  been  carefully  manufactured,  for 
its  digestibility,  as  well  as  its  agreeableness, 
depends  upon  this.  The  "  Excel  Cocoa  "  of  the 
Compagnie  Fran9aise  is  certainly  one  of  the  best 
that  can  be  obtained,  as  our  contemporary  Fun 
pertinently  remarks — "  Few  can  equal,  none  excel 
it."  And,  indeed,  the  "Excel  Cocoa,"  when 
properly  prepared,  is  a  most  refreshing  and 
delicious  beverage ;  and  it  is  fast  gaining  favour 
with  those  who  are  particular  that  their  daily 
refection  should  be  pure,  and  undoctored  with 
herbs  or  drugs.  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  takes  a 
cup  of  cocoa  and  a  biscuit  upon  first  awaking  in 
the  morning.  This  wise  practice  might,  with 
much  benefit,  be  adopted  by  those  who  are 
accustomed  to  tke  matutinal  cup  of  tea. 
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THE  SAVAGE  CLUB. 


The  Saturday  night  dinner  of  the  Savage  Club 
last  week  (March  261,  under  the  able  chairman- 
ship of  Mr.  Mulgrave  P.  Jackson,  was  a  most 
successful  affair.  One  of  the  features  of  the 
evening  was  the  appearance  of  Mr.  James  S. 
McCarrey,  of  Montreal.  Mr.  McCarrey  gives 
what  he  calls  delineations,  i  e.,  recitations,  and 
has  undoubtedly  great  talent  in  that  direction. 
His  rendering  of  "When  Albani  Sang,"  from 
Dr.  Drummond's  charming  book  on  the  French 
Canadians,  "  L'Habitant,"  and  the  same  author's 
poem  on  the  Battle  of  Dargai  were  encored, 
and  gave  great  satisfaction  to  a  large  company 
of  the  famous  Savages,  perhaps  the  most  critical 
audience  in  the  world,  seeing  that  the  best  talent 
in  London  is  always  at  their  disposal.  Mr. 
McCaiTey  met  with  an  equally  good  reception  at 
the  last  smoking  concert  of  the  London  Colonial 
Club  at  the  Hotel  Cecil.  R.  B.  M. 


THE    SCOTCH  SALMON  ANGLING 
SEASON. 


So  much  of  the  angler's  success  ti-uly  depends 
on  the  nature  of  the  weather,  that  the  best 
prospects  are  often  blighted  in  a  few  short  hours 
by  the  vagaries  of  the  weather  clerk ;  and,  what 
was  fondly  anticipated  as  a  brilliant  wiping  out  of 
many  foi-mer  disappointments,  is  only  sadly 
realised  as  another  addition  to  the  long  list  of 
failures.  If  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  present 
salmon  angling  season  in  Scotland  it  is  not  far 
from  it,  as  far  as  the  opening  weeks  have  yet  gone, 
and  all  on  account  of  an  adverse  and  persistent 
turn  in  the  weather,  the  like  of  which  has  not 
been  experienced  in  February  and  early  March, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions  at  most,  since  the 
season  of  1881  or  1882. 

J ust  when  everything  seemed  perfect  from  an 
angling  point  of  view,  when  the  conditions  were 
considered  phenominally  fine,  when  the  pools 
were  said  to  be  weU  stocked,  even  right  into  the 
higher  reaches,  with  plenty  of  fresh  run  spring 
beauties,  if  not  overstocked  in  some  parts,  when 
anglers  were  forward  in  great  force  and  enthu- 
siastic over  the  coming  records,  which  were 
certain  to  be  made,  when  only  a  few  lines  had 
been  actually  got  out  over  the  streams,  which  did 
not  open  till  the  11th,  when  only  a  day  or  so  of 
the  opening  had  passed,  the  weather — hitherto  so 
surnmerlike  aU  the  winter  through  that  the  early 
spring  flowers  were  already  in  full  bloom,  and  the 
early  buds  bursting  into  leaf — broke,  and  for  the 
past  four  weeks  or  so  winter  has  reigned  supreme 
aU  over  the  country. 

Up  till  Thursday  last  week  anglers  have  had  a 
bad  time  of  it.  They  have  had  to  battle  with  the 
rigours  of  an  Arctic  climate  ;  and  while  not  a  few 
have  gone  south  for  the  nonce,  and  left  their  rods 
in  the  hands  of  their  gillies,  till  matters  should 
mend  a  bit,  yet,  to  the  credit  of  the  spiing 
salmon  angler  and  British  pluck  and  endurance, 
the  vast  majority  have  tenaciously  stuck  to  their 
waters,  and  whether  in  ice  or  snow,  have  been 
taking  every  available  opportunity  of  a  snatch 
cast,  whenever  the  conditions  permitted,  with 
more  or  less  vailing  success. 

On  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay,  which  is  not  so 
easily  affected  by  a  continued  cold  snap,  the 
spring  angler  has  held  on  the  even  tenour  of  his 
way  almost  since  the  middle  of  January,  and  been 
faii-ly  well  rewarded  with  greater  or  less  success 
almost  every  day  out.  On  the  highland  streams 
again  a  snowstorm  means  a  complete  cecession  of 
sport,  and  over-night  frosts  a  downright  "  shut  up 
shop"  while  it  lasts.  On  the  Dee,  Spey,  and 
Ness,  \c.,  angling  has  been  somewhat  intermit- 
tent, but  not  wholly  suspended  for  more  than  a 
day  or  so  on  end.  Sometime  in  the  earlier  or 
later  part  of  almost  every  day  a  cast  has  been 
had,  although  the  results  for  tbe  most  part  have 
been  extremely  low.  This  is  not  so  much  on 
account  of  the  lack  of  fish,  nor  the  presence  of  an 
occasional  fleeting  and  fleecy  shower  of  snow,  as 
the  abnormally  low  temperature  of  the  water. 
The  daily  melting  of  the  snows,  and  the  con- 
tributing hard  frosts  over  night,  have  kept  the 
temperature  of  the  rivers  almost  at  freezing  point. 
It  has  been  a  most  tantalising  time,  and  the 
wonder  is  that  such  successes — occasional  and 
somewhat  wide  apart  though  they  be — have  been 
really  met  with,  as  have  actually  been  the  case. 


In  the  Ness  district  the  best  bit  of  spring  sport 
has  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Akroyd,  who  knows 
how  to  cast  a  fly  as  well  as  make  one,  and  who 
has  been  casting  exceedingly  well  on  the  Oich. 

The  Spey  anglers  have  been  doing  nothing 
worihy  of  repute,  and  with  an  occasional  fish  or 
so  from  the  "  Elchies  "  and  Aberlour  districts, 
have  been  resting  till  the  clouds  roll  by.  So  with 
the  Deveron,  although  both  here  and  on  the 
Ythan  a  surprising  amount  of  sport  has  ah-eady 
been  got,  considering  the  adverse  conditions. 

On  the  Dee  a  record  has  been  ah-eady  made  on 
the  Ballater  section  of  the  Invercauld  Fishery, 
where  Messrs.  Miller  and  Hardy  in  the  first  few 
weeks,  and  before  the  overnight  frosts  were  just 
so  bitter,  have  run  up  a  score  of  nearly  a  hundred 
fish  to  their  two  rods.  Unfortunately,  the  same 
success  has  not  attended  the  royal  and  august 
angler,  who  is  now  ti7ing  conclusions  with  the  Dee 
salar  on  the  adjoining  waters  of  the  royal 
desmesne  at  Balmoral.  The  first  week  of  the 
Prince's  visit  to  the  royal  Dee  was  passed  amid 
ice  and  snow.  Still  he  pluckily  held  at  the  water 
day  after  day,  only  creeling  some  five  fish  up 
till  Saturday,  the  12th  inst. — some  eight  days 
angling — with  an  additional  run  with  an 
occasional  kelt.  Since  then,  however,  matters 
have  in  a  measure  been  more  to  the  Prince's 
liking,  and  almost  every  day  during  the  past  week 
has  been  crowned  with  good  average  sport.  The 
Duke  is  putting  in  practice  the  dictum  he  is  said 
to  have  uttered  when  leaving  the  Ness  last  fall, 
after  two  days  unsuccessful  Iming  of  Scdmo  salar 
on  the  Castle  waters,  that  if  a  man  wishes  to  be 
an  angler  he  must  "woo"  the  pleasure  of  salar. 
Or,  in  other  words,  to  be  a  successful  fisherman 
one  must  spend  some  time  on  the  water.  The 
experience  is  a  very  common  one.  A  rim  north 
for  a  few  days'  salmon  angling  is  not  so  often 
attended  with  that  measure  of  success  popular 
belief  credits  it  with.  Success  may  be  deserved,  it 
can  never  be  commanded,  be  the  fish  ever  so  plenti- 
ful, the  angler  ever  so  enthusiastic,  and  the  lui-es 
ever  so  deftly  and  persistently  cast.  Mr.  Donald 
Stewart,  Her  Majesty's  head  keeper,  an  active, 
though  aged  Highlander,  is  the  Prince's  guide, 
philosopher,  and  friend,  and  no  one  knows  the 
pools  better  or  the  wiles  of  Dee  salmon  up  in 
these  mountainous  quarters  half  so  well.  Donald 
has  spent  his  lifetime  there,  and  is  the  beau  ideal 
of  a  Highland  giUie.  That  the  Duke  is  no 
stranger  to  these  parts,  evei-yone  knows  ;  but  it  is 
many  years  ago  since  he  and  his  late  brother  had 
a  cast  on  the  Dee,  and  we  doubt  if  he  was  ever  on 
the  water  so  early  in  the  season.  Although  the 
Prince  of  Wales  can  cast  a  good  fly,  and  has  done 
so  frequently  both  on  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  other 
"tit-bits  "'  of  Highland  salmon  water,  yet  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  Duke  of  Tork  far  out-distances 
that  of  his  Royal  progenitor  as  a  salmon  angler. 

It  is  only  in  exceptional  years  that  the  Balmoral 
waters  ai'e  so  prolific  of  fresh  run  fish  as  they  are 
at  present,  and  should  the  Duke's  stay  be  now 
prolonged,  his  record  wiU  bid  fair  to  be  a  royal 
one  indeed.  Sir  C.  Cust  is  also  doing  a  bit  of 
spi-ing  salmon  angling  on  the  Bii-khaU  waters — 
another  section  of  the  Balmoral  fishery — and  with 
varying  and  somewhat  disappointing  success  till 
the  advent  of  better  weather,  when  he  also  shared 
in  the  general  revival  of  sport  which  came  with 
the  change.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  nothing 
but  the  fly  is  permitted  on  these  reaches  by  Her 
Majesty's  express  wish  tiU  the  middle  of  May, 
after  which  any  and  every  conceivable  Im-e  may 
then  be  seen  all  up  and  dovm. 

Flies  of  the  largest  pattern,  and  nothing  less 
than  Sin.  irons,  have  been  the  taking  lures.  They 
are  now  somewhat  reduced  in  size,  in  accordance 
with  the  advancing  temperatm-e  and  the  thinness 
of  the  water ;  but  are  still  fairly  large  combina- 
tions of  the  Mar  Lodge,  Jock  Scott.  Akroyd, 
Eagle,  and  Gordon  patterns.  A  very  favourite 
killing  lure  at  this  season,  and  one  extensively 
used  during  the  long  twilights  of  our  northern 
spring  days  is  the  White-winged  Tricoloui-  or 
others  of  that  sort.  It  is  sparsely  dressed,  and 
the  barest  salmon  lure  imaginable.  A  famous 
old  fisherman  remarked  the  other  day  that  he 
had  killed  more  spring  fish  with  the  White 
Wing  than  with  all  the  other  flies  put  together, 
and  that  he  had  never  fished  with  it  till  he 
had  whipped  it  through  a  whin  bush  several 
times,  as  he  could  never  make  them  or  get  them 
sparse  enough.  On  the  famous  Glentana  reaches, 
leased  by  Sii*  William  Brooks  to  a  syndicate  of 


sportsmen,  two  distinguished  anglers  of  world- 
wide fame  in  another  field  made  their  advent  last 
week.  Dr.  "Jim"  and  Sir  John  Willoughby 
were  only  on  the  water  a  few  hours  on  their  arrival 
at  Dinnet,  Deeside,  before  they  were  into  the  Dee 
fish^^in  grand  style,  the  former  creeling  a  beauty 
of  ~h\h.  as  "  first  blood,"  and  the  latter  sportsman 
having  three,  of  Gib.,  81b.,  and  101b.,  as  their  first 
day's  basket,  in  addition  to  ha\ing  to  deal  with 
several  kelts.  Since  then  they  have  had  good 
sport  every  day.  Dr.  Jameson  having  landed  a 
beauty  of  181b.,  the  top  fish  for  these  parts,  and  Sir 
John  six  to  his  own  rod  on  Wednesday,  last  week. 
But  we  expect  even  better  things  than  that,  and 
no  doubt  by  this  time,  and  while  theii-  three 
weeks'  stay  is  wearing  near  its  close,  something 
like  the  old  Glentana  records  wiU  have  been 
realised  by  these  distinguished  anglers.  Any 
lure  may  be  used  on  the  Glentana  water,  and, 
although  Su-  William  Brooks  is  a  great  stickler 
for  the  fly  when  at  home,  and  when  angling 
himself,  which  is  not  so  often  nowadays  as  in  his 
earlier  years  on  Deeside.  yet  he  permits  a  free 
hand  to  his  tenants  and  guests,  and  even  his 
fishermen,  of  whom  there  are  at  least  foui-  on  the 
water  daily  when  fishable,  and  the  beats  not  other- 
wise occupied.  Mr.  Crawshaw  has  been  the  most 
successful  angler  on  the  Aboyne  reaches  this 
spi-ing,  and  has  run  xip  a  creditable  score  on  Mr. 
Sandison's  water. 

The  Dee  biilks  so  largely  as  the  leading  early 
Scotch  salmon  river  that  what  is  true  of  it  in  the 
main  is  also  the  case,  comparatively  speaking, 
with  the  other  streams,  although  few,  if  any  of 
them,  is  so  well  niu-sed  as  a  salmon  angling  stream 
as  the  Dee.  In  this  respect  it  is  a  model  stream. 
Neither  can  the  charges  of  netting  or  pollution 
be  laid  against  it.  Not  so  the  poor  old  Don,  and 
although  a  movement  has  at  last  been  begun  by 
some  of  the  powers  that  be — and  polluters  to 
boot — in  regard  to  its  fast  deteriorating  waters, 
yet  we  fear  it  will  be  the  old  case  of  locking  the 
stable  door  after  the  steed  has  been  stolen,  unless 
the  contemplated  remedies  be  all  the  more  drastic 
and  swift. 

The  salmon  season  on  the  coast  has  not  proved 
the  continued  success  the  opening  weeks  fore- 
shadowed; and,  even  with  the  speU  of  very 
favourable  weather  now  being  enjoyed,  the  returns 
are  veiy  meagre,  and  by  no  means  gratifying  for 
April  and  May  anglers  on  the  lower  and  middle 
reaches  of  the  Dee  and  Spey.  G.  M. 


THIETY-FIVE  TRIES,  &c. 


There  are  occasions  when  even  a  beginner  can  and 
does  beat  an  expert.  I  admit  that  such  a  remark- 
able feat  is  often  more  the  result  of  luck  than 
judgment ;  but  he  manages  to  accomplish  it.  For 
instance,  in  the  capture  of  a  Thames  trout,  using 
a  bait  and  tackle  that  an  adept  would  laugh  at. 
I  am  led  to  make  these  remarks  from  a  conversa- 
tion I  had  with  a  Lea  fisherman  the  other  day, 
who  told  me  that  he  had  fished  in  this  river 
thirty-five  times,  and  never  took  a  fish.  Whether 
one  believes  it  or  not,  it  is  a  fact.  I  concluded 
either  he  tried  where  thei-e  were  no  fish  to  be 
caught,  or  they  would  not  bite.  I  had  not  the 
temerity  to  even  suggest  to  such  an  angler  that 
he  had  made  the  great  mistake  of  angling  where 
there  were  no  fish,  for  I  should  have  been  laughed 
at  for  my  pains ;  of  that  one  may  be  certain. 
But  I  have  f i-equently  been  fishing  in  rivers  within 
a  short  distance  of  other  anglers,  and  had  good 
sport  when  they  have  not  taken  a  fish ;  and  in 
every  instance,  where  one  fish  could  be  caught 
angling  with  a  float  and  ordinary  rod.  and 
frequently  when  using  even  a  Lea  i-od,  a 
dozen  fish,  and  better  fish,  could  be  caught 
light  ledgering  in  mid-stream.  These  fish  were 
barbel,  bream,  chub,  roach,  dace,  two  trout,  eels, 
and  flounders  ;  chub  and  barbel  in  the  Thames ; 
roach,  trout,  flounders,  and  eels  in  the  Stour 
(Kent) ;  also  roach  in  the  Ouse,  bream  La  the 
Mole,  and  dace  in  the  Wey.  With  the  exception 
of  141b.  of  bream,  taken  in  Walton  Sale  one  morn- 
ing at  daybreak,  they  were  all  caught  ledgering 
on  fine  tackle.  Even  in  the  Sale  I  fished  much 
further  out  than  two  local  anglers,  who  did  not 
believe  in  using  a  reel,  and  caught  nothing.  In 
many  cases  I  noticed  that,  when  the  anglers 
mentioned  above  were  fishing  in  the  orthodox 
way,  that  is  to  say,  with  a  rod  lift,  or  12ft.  in 
length,  keeping  the  float  within  a  short  distanca 
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of  the  rod,  and  standing  near  the  side,  every 
movement  of  the  angler  could  be  seen  by  the  fish  ; 
and  even  had  they  been  inclined  to  bite,  such  a 
proceeding  would  have  frightened  them.    This  is 
a  grave  mistake  made  by  many  thoughtless 
anglers,  more  especially  when  fishing  in  shallow 
swims  and  clear  water.    It  is  just  possible  that 
iny  friend,  who  tned  thirty-five  times  without 
taking  a  fish,  confined  himself  to  one  bait — paste. 
I  long  since  came  to  the  conclusion  that,  from 
some  cause  or  another,  certain  fish  have  refused 
to  take  certain  baits  for  considerable  periods ; 
in  fact  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  far  wrong  if  I 
were  to  say  (in  some  cases,  at  all  events)  for  a 
whole  season,  when  they  might  have  been  caught 
with  other  baits.    I  have   known  bream  take 
gentles  with  avidity  when  they  would  not  look  at 
a  worm.    In  the  Arun  I  have  known  them  take 
nothing  but  marsh  worms  on  one  occasion,  and 
nothing  but  brandlings  on  another.   Roach,  again, 
sometimes  prefer  stewed  malt  to  wheat,  and,  in 
spite  of  what  some  anglers  say  to  the  contrary, 
these  fish  may  be  taken  with  wheat  long  after 
September.    If  roach,  and  good  roach,  can  be 
caught  with  pearl  barley  in  the  Thames  in  winter, 
why  should  they  not  be  caught  in  other  rivers 
with  wheat  ?    Young  anglers  will  often  bait  with 
large  lobs  in  weather  when  fish  would  much  prefer 
a  couple  of  lively  "cockspurs,"  a  medium""-sized 
ragged  bait,  or  a  brandling.    Again,  fish  do  not 
seem  to  appreciate  these  large  baits  in  cold 
weather,  and  the  unscientific  manner  in  which  I 
have  seen  these  big,  coarse  worms  threaded, 
with  their  great  heads  hanging  from  the  gut, 
was    enough    to    frighten    any    fish    but  a 
hungry  eel  or  flounder  out  of  the  swim.  Nine 
times  out  of  ten  one  might  as  well  fish  with 
a  piece  of  boiled  horseflesh  and  have  done  with  it. 
Whatever  other  baits  they  may  take,  young 
anglers,  especially  when  going  to  fresh  waters, 
should  make  it  a  rule  always  to  take  two  or  three 
sorts   of  worms  for  the  hook  bait,  and  some 
coarser  for  ground  bait.    The  head  of  a  worm, 
hanging,  say,  half  an  inch  from  the  gut,  simply 
gives  such  fish  as  dace,  barbel,  chub,  not  to 
mention  eels,  a  fine  opportunity  of  nipping  off  a 
portion  of  the  worm  without  being  caught.    I  am 
quite  willing  to  admit  that  the  tail  of  a  bright 
maiden  lob  is  a  very  tempting  bait,  but  there  are 
occasions  when  fish  prefer  the  heads  of  worms,  for 
I  have  frequently  noticed  the  heads  of  cockspurs 
and  other  worms  bitten  clean  off,  and  the  tail 
portions  left  untouched.    In  short,  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  it  is  sometimes  better  to  fish  with  the 
head  portion  and  discard  the  tail. 

Supper  Time.— On.  a  lovely  autumn  evening  I 
have  seen  a  river  like  a  sheet  of  glass,  but  about 
an  hour  before  sunset  the  surface  in  every 
direction  has  been  literally  covered  with  small 
rings  ;  so  many,  in  fact,  that,  at  the  first  glance, 
it  looked  like  rain  coming  on,  for  they  could  be 
seen  in  every  direction.  I  have  seen  a  similar 
effect  on  lakes.  After  continuing  for  thirty  or 
forty  minutes  the  water  suddenly  resumed  its 
glass-like  appearance.  All  the  time  these  rings 
lasted  I  concluded  the  fish  were  busy  destroying 
insect  life,  for  swallows  innumerable  were  hawk- 
ing for  flies  in  the  meadows,  and  even  snapping 
up  daddy-longlegs  ;  in  short,  the  fish,  like  the 
birds,  were  having  suppei-.  This  reminds  me  that 
I  have  seen  an  old  angler  fishing  in  his  favourite 
pond  without  taking  a  fish  up  to  six  o'clock ;  but 
between  six  o'clock,  when  the  old  shepherd 
arrived  to  milk  the  cows  at  dusk,  two,  three, 
and  sometimes  four  fine  tench  would  be  lying 
gasping  on  the  bank.  I  have  often  caught  more 
and  better  fish  in  the  last  two  hours  than  all  the 
rest  of  the  day  ;  I  mean  when  fishing  in  eddies, 
&c.,  from  the  bank.  Towards  evening  fish  seem 
to  come  to  the  side  to  feed. 

I  may  just  mention  that  in  such  rivers  as  the 
Arun,  where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  with  a  strong 
current  (when  fishing  haphazard),  it  is  next  to 
1 « jlese  attempting  to  get  the  fish  together  with 
stuff  such  as  a  mixture  of  bread  and  bran,  such 
light  ground  bait  is  soon  swept  away  ;  but  when 
the  tide  is  at  the  flood,  and  comparatively  still, 
eddies  easily  operated  upon  may  be  baited  with 
scalded  barley  meal,  well  mixed  with  a  little  well 
scalded  greaves,  cut  or  chopped  small.  This 
substance,  fi-om  its  "clarty"  sticky  nature,  will 
adhere  to  the  bottom  for  a  considerable  time,  in 
spite  of  the  tide,  and  often  attract  the  attention 
of  such  fish  as  bream  in  their  erratic  wanderings, 
and  keep  them  together  long  enough  to  enable 


the  angler  to  catch  a  few  fish  that  otherwise  he 
would  have  no  chance  to  circumvent,  from  the 
great  difiiculty  of  knowing  where  they  are  likely 
to  be  found.  What  I  mean  is,  he  might  waste 
much  valuable  time  and  the  best  of  the  tide 
trying  in  out  places  where  fish  are  seldom  caught, 
more  especially  if  he  be  a  stranger  to  the  river. 

Old  Angler. 


ESTABLISHMENT  OF 
AN  INTERNATIONAL  FISHERY 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  National  Fishery  Congress  at  Tampa, 
Fla.,  has  resolved  itself  into  an  International 
Fishery  Association,  embracing  the  whole  earth, 
with  officers  as  follows  :  President,  Dr.  Alexander 
Agassiz,  United  States;  first  vice-president, 
Mons.  Perrier,  France  ;  second  vice-president,  A. 
Nelson  Cheney,  New  York  ;  secretary  and  trea- 
surer, Dr.  Hugh  N.  Smith,  Washington,  D.C.  ; 
executive  committee  (a  few  countries  have  not  yet 
had  delegates  named  for  them),  W.  S.  Fish, 
commissioner  ex-oflicio  ;  A.  A.  Adee,  assistant 
secretary  of  state ;  W.  E.  Meehau,  Pennsylvania  ; 
Clarence  B.  Mitchell,  Massachusetts;  L.  T. 
Carlton,  Maine  ;  Dr.  W.  R.  Capehart,  North 
Carolina  ;  F.  C.  Zacharie,  Louisiana  ;  Dr.  Theo, 
Gill,  Washington,  D.C. ;  Eugene  Blackford,  New 
York;  Prof.  Jacob  Rigard,  Michigan  ;  Prof. 
S.  A.  Forbes,  Illinois ;  Prof.  D.  S.  Jordan,  Cali- 
foi  'nia ;  M.  J.  Kinny,  Oregon  ;  Gov.  W.  D. 
Bloxham,  Florida ;  Chow  Tsz  Chi,  China  ;  Capt. 
E.  B.  del  Ai-bol,  Spain ;  Adolf  Neilson,  New- 
foundland ;  R.  B.  Marston,  England ;  Sir  Spencer 
Walpole,  England  ;  S.  Jaffe,  Germany  ;  Raveret- 
Wattell,  France ;  Alex  Heinz,  Finland ;  B. 
Oopzoon,  HoUand ;  K.  Ito,  Japan ;  Anton 
Dohrn,  Italy ;  Karl  Zogt,  Switzei-land ;  M. 
Saville  Kent,  Australia. 

The  congress  was  a  most  happily  successful 
affair,  and  new  that  it  has  been  expanded  into 
an  international  association,  we  beg  leave  to 
suggest  to  first  vice-president  Perrier,  of 
France,  that  the  next  meeting  should  be  held  in 
Paris. 

The  actual  product  of  the  conference  was  a 
series  of  valuable  papers  on  fish  culture  and  allied 
interests.  One  of  these,  by  Mr.  Cheney,  on  the 
Hudson  River  salmon  — Forest  ami  Stream. 


TEST  GRAYLING. 


I  CAUGHT  a  large  grayling,  which  I  have  now 
in  a  case,  at  Thombridge,  on  Nov.  2,  1885,  weigh- 
in  31b.  7oz.  I  have  caught  a  good  many  grayling 
in  the  Test,  especially  at  Redbridge.  When  first 
I  went  there,  the  keeper  used  to  talk  of  51b.  (?), 
but  the  largest  I  recollect  caught  there  was  one 
21b.  15oz.,  caught  by  the  late  Sir  Maurice  Dnff 
Gordon,  who  was  fishing  with  me.  I  fancy  the 
grayling  are  dying  out  in  the  Test ;  they  certainly 
are  at  Redbridge.  Sir  Maurice  and  myself  caught 
in  three  days,  in  1880,  twenty-seven  fish,  which 
weighed  541b.  You  could  not  do  this  now. — C. 
FitzGbeald  (Winterton  Hall,  Hythe,  Southamp- 
ton, March  23}.— Field. 


A  DISCIPLE  OF  GILBERT  WHITE.* 

(From  the  Daily  Neics,  March  11.) 
Anotheb.  pocket  volume  of  essays  fjcm  the  pen  of 
"The  Amateur  Angler,"  and  in  the  f am©  elegant,  handy 
form  as  its  predecessors,  will  be  welcome  to  all  who  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  make  the  ao(i«aintince  of  this 
delighttiil  writer.  "On  a  Sunshine  Holyday"  is  a 
collection  of  papers  descriptive  for  the  raoet  part,  as  the 
title  indicates,  of  pleasjut  days  spent  fonid  rui-al  sigh's 
and  sounds,  far  away  from  the  smoke  and  turmoil  of  our 
populous  city.  With  these,  however,  arce  chapters  on 
Gilbert  White,  Izaak  Walton,  Mr.  Swaj-sland,  and  other 
writers  on  natural  history  and  country  lifs,  upon  all  which 
topics  "  The  Amateur  Angler"  wiites  with  a  love  of  his 
subject  and  a  graceful  touch  which  commend  his  books 
to  those  who  have  kindred  tastes  and  sympathies. 
Angling;,  as  will  be  seen,  though  a  favourite  theme, 
is  far  from  monopolising  the  writer's  attention.  His 
description  of  Hampstead  Heath  on  a  B  ink  Holiday,  with 
its  good-natured  plea  for  what  he  calls  ' '  the  wild 
enjoyment  of  my  fellow  owners  of  this  beautiful  heath," 
is  an  instanca  ia  poiut,  as  is  the  paper  on  Salisbury  Plam, 
with  its  fresh  description  of  Stonehe  oge,  which,  as  the 
writer  observes,  is  now  generally  regariled  as  monumental, 
Stukeley's  Druidical  speculations  leiig  in  these  days 
discarded  by  well-informed  waters.    The  notion  that  it 

*"0n  a  Sunshine  Holvday."    By  '•  Tlie  Amateur  .\ngler." 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 


commemorated -the  legendary  "Amesbury  Maseaore," 
here  referred  to,  is,  however,  certainly  less  plausible  than 
the  suggestion  that  it  was  erected  in  memory  of  the  great 
victory  in  the  fifth  century,  of  the  Britons  under  Ambrosius 
Aurelianus  over  Hengist,  of  which  we  read  iu  Gildas  and 
Geoffrey  of  Monmoutb.  Such  an  erection  would  obviously 
have  served  wdl  in  an  unlettered  age  to  keep  alive 
the  tradition  of  the  Roman-British  chiefs'  great  triumph. 
It  is  curious,  and  may  be  significant,  that  the  name  of  the 
adjacent  town  of  Amesbury  used  to  take  the  form  of 
Ambresbury,"  which,  if  we  allow  for  the  Latin  termini- 
tioD,  is  almost  identical  with  "  the  bury,  or  fortified  town 
of  Ambrosius."  Thi  theory  is  at  least  as  likely  to  be 
correct  as  that  which  derives  the  name  of  the  town  (now 
a  village)  from  that  decidedly  shadowy  parsoaage,, 
Ambrius  the  monk. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes- 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  FlSHING- 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  Home,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WILSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  It  was- 
generally  expected  vvith  the  mild  weather  in  February 
the  fish  would  have  been  much  earlier  in  their  spawning, 
but  this  has  not  proved  to  be  the  case,  as  at  the  end  of 
last  week  I  could  not  learn  anything  regarding  the  perch, 
about  which  so  much  anxiety  is  always  felt  as  to  the  safety 
of  their  ova  from  the  swans  and  ducks  ;  but  I  am  much 
pleased  to  state  that  efforts  are. being  made  by  the 
T.A.P.S.  to  protect  it  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  and  a  good 
quantity  of  wire  netting  has  been  purchased  for  that 
purpose.    The  perch  this  year  are  unusually  late,  but  if 
we  could  only  get  a  mild  change  in  the  weather  they  will 
soon  be  at  work.    That  great  otter  sUyer,  Charles  Hone, 
of  Staines,  kindly  informed  me  on  Monday  morning  last 
that  on  the  morning  previous  he    had  succeeded  in 
trapping  another  dog  otter  at  Penton  Hook,  weighing 
251b.    The  otter  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm, 
a  meniber  of  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  who  exhi- 
bited it  at  their  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.    It  has  been 
sent  for  preservation.    The  T.A.P.S.  has  recently  pur- 
chased a  dozen  new  otter  traps,  and  some  of  those  has 
been  already  distributed  amongst  their  keepers  in  different 
portions  of  the  river,  end  the  Penton  Hook  otter  was 
caught    in    one  of    them.    The    old   practice,  when 
illegal  offences  are  detected  on  the  river,  still  continues, 
and  which  the  energetic  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J. P.,  had  to 
refer  to  at  the  keepers'  dinner,  that  of  the  offenders 
giving  false  names  and  addresses.    There  has  been  another 
instance  this  last  week,  and  it  is  somewhat  singular  the 
address  was  given  at  Hounslow.  This  always  gives  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  when  a  river  keeper  is  employed  to 
make  the  inquiry,  it  takes  up  his  time  from  other  important 
duties.    In  my  later  days  1  used  to  write  to  the  inspector 
of  police,  where  the  address  was  givtn,  and  always  found 
them  ready  to  help  me.    I  believe  the  last  time  was  at 
Walton,  and  in  two  instances  of  three  delinquents  who 
were  detected  by  that  energetic  honorary  river  keeper,  Mr. 
J.  G.  Shepherd,  who  lived  there  at  that  time,  and  all  gave 
false  names  and  addresses.    I  should  like  to  add  here  one 
remaik  as  to  the  unselfish  character  of  my  goad  old  friend 
Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  to  which  Mr.  Marston  refers  in  the 
notice  of  bis  excellent  volume  on  "Pike  and  Perch."  I  had 
some  private  water  on  a  duke's  estate,  where  I  had  per- 
mission to  fish,  and  on  one  occasion  touk  Mr.  Jardine  and  a 
friend  of  his  for  a  day's  jack  fishing.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
day,  standing  by  Mr.  Jardine's  side  when  he  had  a  run,  and 
finding  it  a  good  fish,  he  remarked  :     I  will  let  my  friend 
catch  this,  as  he  has  never  caught  a  good  pike  in  his  hfe," 
and,  calling  him  to  the  place,  gave  him  his  rod,  with 
instructions  what  to  do,  and,  attsr  a  little  time,  helped  him 
by  the  use  of  the  net  to  land  it.    The  fish  weighed  181b., 
and  was  taken  home  with  great  glee,  where  his  friend's 
pater  was  so  delighted  with  it  he  had  it  preserved  as  a 
specimen  of  his  son's  capture  !    The  river  is  now  open  for 
the  trout  fishers,  and  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  some 
captures  to  report  next  week.    It  is  reported  ' '  the  trout 
have  not  been  on  the  move  so  freely  this  last  week  on 
ac30unt  of  the  cold  weather,"  aiid  William  Milbourne, 
writing  from  Hampton  Court,  refers  to  a  rise  in  the  water 
which  has  brought  the  body  of  dace  from  Teddington,  and 
he  will  keep  a  sharp  look  on  them  until  they  have  done 
spawning. — B. 

  (Satchet). — The  late  rains  and  snow  have  put  the 

river  into  better  order  than  it  has  been  for  some  time,  but 
more  rain  is  wanted  to  get  on  any  terms  with  trout,  weira 
excepted.  I  have  seen  one  or  two  move.  A  week  ago  I 
went  by  Windsor  Weir ;  saw  shoals  of  dace.  In  the 
Tumbling  Bay,  a  little  lower  down  the  stream,  I  saw  three 
good  jack,  7ib.  to  101b.,  each  sailing  just  under  the  surfaos 
in  the  pool  by  the  lock-house,  a  rather  unusual  sight.  I 
did  very  badly  the  end  of  the  coarse  fishing  teison  ;  roach 
and  jack  and  perch  were  right  off.  I  have  heard  it  said 
lately  I  am  getting  too  old  to  get  about.  Recently  I  have 
let  mjself  down  on  the  water  to  get  as  far  as  Egham  down- 
stream, and  the  closing  day  went  as  far  as  Surly  Hall 
upstream.  Caught  a  few  undersized  perch.  Saw  six 
punts  out ;  none  of  them  had  caught  anything, — G. 

LfMSIlEN. 

 (Windsor  District).— Following  the  frosty  night 

of  the  29th  ult. ,  the  sun  on  the  30th  ult.  was  most 
delightful,  and  those  anglers  who  make  a  study  of  the 
capture  of  Thames  trout  had  a  splendid  opportunity  to 
take  a  very  pleasant  riverside  walk,  and  spot  the  where- 
abouts of  a  fish  for  the  glorious  First,  as  they  must 
have  been  on  the  move.  Considering  that  though  the 
water  is  intensely  cold  and  coloured,  the  small  fiyand 
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bleak  are  coming  to  the  surface,  and  ty  the  opening  day, 
if  no  rain,  the  water  will  be  perfect,  and  I  fully  expect  to 
have  the  pleaEure  of  weigljing  a  fish  befoie  many  days. — 
B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Thames  (Lechlade,  St.  John's  Bridge.)— River  up 
to  flush  Ipvel.  and  iuproperorder  fortroutiug  rigbtaway  to 
Busoot  and  up  to  Ingleham.  1  lave  set  none  or  two  good 
onison  the  move  to-day  (Wednesday).  Weather  much 
more  genial.— Ramblee. 

Bnre,  Norfolk  (Wrozham  District).— Angling 
ii  almost  at  a  standstill  here,  partly  on  account  of  the 
close  apprrach  of  the  slack  season  (/.e.,  spawning  time), 
but  principally  by  reason  of  the  vile  weather  btiog  expe- 
rienced in  ihs  district.  For  five  days  past  N.E.  winds, 
approaching  at  times  to  gale  force,  accompanied  by  heavy 
and  incessant  downfalls  of  snow,  sleet,  hail,  rain,  and  now, 
again  (27th  ult  ),  snow,  have  driven  anglers  from  bank  or 
boat ;  and  at  present  there  seems  little  chance  of  ameliora- 
tion in  the  weather.  River  high,  thick,  and  full  of  snow 
water  ;  and  wind  intolerably  raw  and  kean.  I  have  heard 
of  no  sport  whatever.  When  the  weather  bcc:)mesfine, 
perch  should  be  on  the  feed  in  the  reaches  near  the  broad. 
Piking  is  distinctly  off.  On  such  trout  streams  as  are 
available,  fish  should  be  in  good  condition,  and,  judging 
from  the  writer's  experience  last  week,  should  rise  well  to 
March  Brown.  There  are,  however,  only  two  subscription 
waters  in  the  county,  and  these  are,  I  believe,  fuU  to  the 
limit  of  membership.  So  the  wandering  trout  angler  has 
little  inducement  to  turn  to  the  Eastern  Counties  in  quest 
of  his  sport.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin  and  Leach  (East  Gloucestershire).— These 
trout  streams  are  at  present  in  very  good  order  for  the 
opening  week,  and  thtre  is  daily,  when  warm,  a  very  good 
hatch  out  of  flits,  and  the  trout  rise  freely  to  them. 
Several  old  stagers  have  taken  up  their  spring  quarters, 
mtably  a  fine  perch-striped  one  at  Fairford  town  bridge 
With  genial  weather  some  good  sport  should  be  had 
throughout  the  course  of  the  Coin.  The  hotel  waters  are 
all  in  very  good  order,  and  a  large  influx  of  anglers  is 
expected  during  the  Easter  holidays,  a  lot  of  rooms  being 
taken  both  at  Fairford  and  Bibury.  The  local  tacile 
de,alers  are  exhibiting  a  beautiful  lot  of  locally  tied  flies, 
so  that  the  exact  fly  to  that  on  the  water  can  be  obtained 
every  day  at  both  of  these  trouting  stations.  The  best 
for  opptjing  week  will  undoubtedly  be  pale  winged  Olive 
Dun,  Whirling  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  and  Hare's  Lug 
with  gold  ribs,  and  a  Cooh-y-Bondhu.  There  is  any 
aniount  of  caddis  giub,  creeper,  and  other  small  larvas, 
giving  promise  with  warmer  weather  of  an  exceptionally 
good  rise  of  fly.  The  Fairford  park  gamekeepers  report 
another  onslaught  on  the  small  jack  on  Monday,  securicg 
another  2h  brace.  Another  otter  has  been  seen  near 
Coin  St.  Aldwjns,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  get  an 
otter  pack  into  the  Coin  valley.  Weather  at  time  cf 
wiiting  dull  and  cold. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— There  is  to-day  (Wednesday)  a 
capital  improvement  in  the  weather,  and  trout  are  rising 
well.  The  waters  are  clear,  although  there  have  been  a 
few  light  showers,  but  sport  ii  all  round  improving. 
Good  baskets  have  been  got  on  the  Camel  and  Fowey, 
with  their  tributaries,  and  in  all  the  small  streams  as  well. 
The  Camel  Conservators,  at  their  meeting  on  Saturday, 
admitted  two  new  members,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  S.  Pollard, 
represents  Wadebridge  on  the  estuary.  It  was  decided  to 
limit  the  area  of  the  net  fishers,  and  to  permit  nets  only 
from  the  junction  of  the  Slades  stream  and  the  Camel,- 
some  eight  miles  up  from  Padstow,  the  month  of  the 
lifer. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  Horton  Kirby,  &c.).— 
The  flood  has  subsided  and  the  water  is  in  good  order.  A 
few  flies  are  on,  chiefly  small  gnats,  and  the  fish  take 
them  fitfully,  not  rising  a  second  time  in  the  same  place, 
so  that  the  chances  do  not  seem  good  for  dry  fly.  The 
Lion  water  opened  on  the  1st.  Day  tickets  are  now  Ss., 
and  the  number  of  season  tickets  is  limited.  The  fish 
are  getting  into  condition.  One  seemed  ({uite  fat,  but  he 
was  an  exception. — J.  P.  T. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Cold  winds  and  low 
water  have  kept  trout  scores  rather  small.  Our  con- 
servators have  jusfc  added  a  few  hundred  of  yearlings  to 
the  Thorverton  and  higher  waters,  and  have  also  intro- 
diiced  a  CDnsignment  of  rainbow  trout,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  prove  a  success  in  our  river. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire  andCambs.). 
The  past  week  has  been  one  in  which  anglers  have  been 
induced  to  stay  at  home.  The  weather  has  been  un- 
inviting, and  the  streams  are  too  low  for  trout  fishing  in 
the  cold.  We  hear  that  business  is  brisk  at  the  Burghley 
Park  Fishery.  Anglers  having  the  Amber  "  Derbyshire  " 
fishing  have  been  re-stocking  with  trout  from  thence,  some 
very  tine  specimens  being  sent.  Other  consignments  have 
been  sent  away,  and  we  hear  of  a  lot  of  perch  being  sent 
into  Leicestershire  —  something  like  1000.  Mr.  Silk 
produces  excellent  fish. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Boisterous  and 
unseasonable  weather  has  affected  trout  angling  in  this 
district.  "Waters  are  said  to  be  stale  to  a  degree,  and  the 
downfall  is  welcome.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  trying 
their  luck  with  the  large  trout,  which  are  sometimes  found 
in  the  swims  below  Retford.  It  may  perhaps  interest 
some  anglers  to  know  that  heavy  specimens  of  the  Loch 
Leven  class  have  recently  been  observed  playing  on  the 
shallows  between  the  Beck  End  and  tte  Rifle  Butts 
These  will  best  be  attacked  by  spinring  live  minnows  or 
small  dace  so  soon  as  the  water  becomes  clouuy.  Fly 
fiuhers  will  probably  have  to  wait  for  warmer  weather. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel  (North  Wales).— Since 
my  last  report  the  weatht-r  has  been  very  unfavourable, 
but  now  the  weather  hjs  changed,  and  the  fish  are  rising 
well.  The  following  anglers  have  only  been  out  a  few 
hours  :  Capt.  Phillips,  four  trout,  of  31b.  ;  Capt.  Lovett, 
two,  lib.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Hilton,  two,  IJlb.  March  28th,  Mr. 
Pnestley  Hart,  ten,  of  6Jlb. ;  Col.  Haggard,  two,  of 


lib.  lOoz.  March  29th,  Mr.  Priestley  Hart,  eleven,  of 
71b. ;  Mr.  Caley,  six,  of  4Jlb.  (twj  fishing  out  of  the  same 
boat),  six  of  which  were  hooked  on  three  castings;  Mr. 
Crossley,  seven,  Sylb.  (best  fish  IJlb.).  Best  flies:  Claret 
and  Grouse,  Butcher,  Lee's  Favourite,  Teal  and  Black, 
Black  Gnat  (hackled  fly). — Long  Drift. 

Lea. — The  generrl  angling  season  closed  to-day 
(Thursday).  I  have  known  the  river  a  good  many  jears, 
and  followed  the  sport  it  has  yielded  very  clcsely,  but  I 
cannot  racaU  a  season  so  profitk'ss  to  the  wielder  of  the 
rod.  Ihi  roach  fishing  has  been  simply  atrocious,  and 
yet  the  river  swarms  with  the  fish.  Bad  weather,  a  low, 
bright,  and  sluggis'i  stieim,  and  an  abundance  of  natural 
food — these  have  been  the  drawbacks.  There  have  been  two 
very  fine  pike  caught  in  the  rirer  this  season  ;  but,  generally 
speaking,  those  fish,  too,  seem  to  have  been  off.  'The  pike 
in  question  scaled  231b.  and  241b.,  the  former  being 
captured  in  the  Crown  Hotel  water  at  Broxbourne.  During 
the  past  week  poor  sport  among  the  roach  has  been 
reported,  snowstorms  and  gales  having  been  experienced  in 
the  Lea  Valley,  and  these  kind  of  things  do  not  exactly  fit 
in  with  successful  reaching— mind  that  "p"  box,  Mr. 
Printer!  The  resumed  A. B.S.  match  was  a  veiy  dis- 
appointing alfair,  as  only  fifty-seven  competitors  partici- 
pated_  in  it.  Weather  not  fit  to  turn  a  dog  out  in  was 
experienced  by  the  riverside. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice 
level  and  clear,  but  there  is  a  little  snow  water  in  them 
from  the  severe  weather  at  the  end  of  last  week.  Angling 
has  been  generally  quiet,  few  anglers  venturing  out,  and 
only  a  few  fish  landed.  The  weather  has  become  milder, 
and  trout  are  moving  better  at  mid-day  at  the  fly,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  fish  being  landed. — 

GWYNNE. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Fiusley  (Kingsland).— Since 
my  last  week's  report  was  despatched  we  have  been 
visited  by  thoroughly  wintry  weather,  gales  from  the  noith, 
with  occasional  driving  storms  of  hail,  sleet,  snow,  and 
rain,  whilst  the  wind  would  pierce  to  the  marrow.  Since 
Monday  it  has  somewhat  improved,  but  is  not  yet  settled, 
the  glass  being  very  low.  Rivers  are  in  good  order  ;  and 
as  soon  as  the  weather  becomej  seasonable  sport  may 
with  confidence  be  looked  for,  and  the  le^t  flies  should  be 
February  Red,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Mulberry  Dun, 
Bed  Palmer,  and  Cowdung  Fly  on  a  breezy  day.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

North  Staffordshire  Streams.  —  All  our  rivers 
are  in  good  trim  for  fly  fishing,  but  the  wind  keeps  in  the 
east,  making  it  undesirable  to  go  to  the  waterside.  A  few 
rods  have  tried,  and  found  Blue  Duns,  Marcli  Browns, 
and  Cockwing  the  best  flies,  and  trout  in  very  good  con- 
dition. We  are  anticipating  a  good  season  when  things 
change  into  favourable  conditions  for  sport.  The 
TJttoxeter  Angling  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  TJttoxeter,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Need  in  the  chair.  The  usual  business  pertaining  to 
secretary  and  treasurer's  sections  were  passed  ;  and  Dr. 
Fletcher,  pre.-iJent ;  Robert  Garwood,  secretary ;  and 
R.  De  Ville,  assistant  secretary,  were  all  re-elected,  but 
with  much  regret  Mr.  J.  Pakeman's  resignation  as 
treasurer  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Bagshaw  elected 
to  succeed  him.  Mr.  F.  Johnson  and  Rev.  M.  Fosbrooke 
were  elected  to  fill  vacancies  in  list  of  vice-presidents, 
and  Messrs.  T.  Keeling^  H.  Walton,  and  F.  W.  Dale 
were  elected  to  fill  those  on  the  committee.  The  club  are 
looking  forward  to  a  good  season,  having  a  fine  lot  of 
water  on  four  of  the  chief  streams  of  the  district. — F.  W, 
Dale. 

Otter  (Salterton).— For  the  last  week  cold  winds 
have  prevailed,  and  tishina  has  been  certainly  poor. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  March  30,  there  is  some  south  in  the 
wind,  which  is  good  for  this  river.  Anglers  are  greatly 
complaining  of  the  low  and  clear  state  of  the  water,  and 
no  doubt  a  good  freshet  would  help  them,  but  it  is  quite 
usual  for  the  Otter  to  run  very  low  in  March  and  April, 
and  trout  do  not  rise  any  the  less  readily  on  that  account ; 
it  only  needs  more  eiilfulwork  to  ca,tch  them.  No  flies 
just  now  will  beat  the  Blue  and  Red  Quills,  Iron  Blue, 
and  Olive  Dun.  They  should  be  small,  and  sometimes 
used  as  floaters. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — We  are  still  in  want  of  more  water  for 
the  rivers.  There  are  a  lot  of  peel  in  the  lower  waters, 
but  they  are  mended  fish,  although  some  that  have  been 
caught  have  been  in  such  good  condition  that  they  would 
almost  piss  for  clean  run  fish.  Some  few  dozens  of  trout 
have  been  caught  during  the  week,  but  the  weather  is  too 
cold  and  unsettled  for  steady  fishing. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire.).— Although  the  trout  fishing 
season  opened  in  so  favourable  a  manner,  anglers  have  of 
late  had  but  few  opportunities  of  seeking  sport,  owing  to 
the  bitterly  cold  weather  which  has  Tuled,  and  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  scarcely  anything  has  been  done 
worthy  of  placing  on  record.  There  is  now  snow  water  in 
the  river,  but  the  weather  is  more  promising. — Hafeen. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — For  some  time  past  the  weather  has  been  most 
inclement,  with  rough  and  cold  winds,  and  a  lot  of  snow 
has  fallen,  so  that  all  these  streams,  although  bright  iind 
clear  at  present,  are  very  much  tinged  with  snow  water, 
so  that  of  late  very  little  sport  has  been  obtained,  and 
what  few  trout  have  been  taken  were  captured  by  those 
anglers  who  were  on  the  rivers  at  mid-day,  when  the  flies 
ba'ched  on^.  On  the  Severn  very  little  sport  is  being  bad 
with  trout,  but  pike  and  chub  are  still  taken,  and  up  to 
the  present  are  not  in  tad  condition,  and  the  same  maybe 
said  of  the  giayling  now  taken  in  the  Tanat.  The  Vyrnwy 
trout  are  proverbially  shy,  but;  those  anglers  fortunate 
enough  to  capture  a  few  report  them  as  in  very  good  con- 
dition, and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  trout  in  the 
Tanat  and  Cain. — Vyrnwy. 

Sulby  (S.a,msey,  Isle  of  Man).— A  nice  change  ia 
the  weather  is  now  cn,  and  wind  has  gone  to  the  right 


quarter,  and  eve  rj thing  looks  like  a  good  time  for  anglers. 
Some  nice  c;tohes  are  beintf  Lad  this  week.  There  are 
good  signs  of  fish,  and  liver  is  now  ia  nio3  condition. — 

W.  CUBBON. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Biver».— The  weather  ha» 

improved  duiing  the  week,  but  the  snow  broth  has 
materially  swollen  and  thickened  streams  and  rivers.  Tl  e 
Ouse  is  out  of  condition  yet.  Roach  up  to  1  Jib  have  been 
taken  by  Messrs.  McFarlane,  Avttt,  and  Pullyne  In  the 
Hamsey  portion  of  the  river  trout  are  numerous,  some 
few  fish  being  computed  at  21b.  A  bank  trout  weighing 
3|lb.  was  found  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  with  a 
tew  yards  of  line  attached,  evidently  a  night-line,  baited 
with  lob  worm.  Some  few  rods  hive  already  tried  streams 
in  the  west  of  the  county,  and  have  taken  fish  of  |lb.,  but 
quite  out  of  condition.  Trouting,  as  a  rule,  commences 
iu  April,  and  on  one  grand  bit  of  preserved  water  no  fishing 
is  allowed  until  May.  The  weather  is  too  cold  for  smelt 
fishing  at  present,  although  a  few  fine  fish  have  teen  seen 
at  the  sluice  near  Chichester. — George  F.  Salter. 

Mid-Taw,  Eggesford  (N.  Devon).— Water  is  now 
in  good  order  and  weather  warmer,  with  the  result  that 
larger  catches  have  been  made.  Blue  Upright  still  appears 
to  be  the  bast  killing  fly.- F.  A.  M.  . 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  fair  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  since  Wednesday  last  has  been  very  change- 
able, and  storms  of  snow,  rain,  and  hail  have  been  had  ; 
but  the  snow  quickly  disappeared,  and  has  made  little 
difference  to  the  water.  Angling  has  been  slow  this  week, 
and  very  few  rods  out  up  to  Tuesday,  whin  the  weather 
turned  milder,  and  the  fish  were  more  inclined  to  sport  at 
mid-day.  The  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  February  Red, 
March  Brown;  but  only  a  few  fish  have  been  taken. 
Bottom  fishets  have  tried  worms,  and  have  taken  some 
good  trout.  With  warm  weather  there  is  every  prospect 
of  £om?  good  dishes  of  fish  being  landed  ia  this  distiic". 
One  angler  in  this  part  is  reported  to  have  landed  twenty- 
eight  trout  with  th9  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  A 
few  rods  out  on  these  streams,  but  sport  slow  on  account 
of  the  cold  weather. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  district  was 
visited  with  very  rough  weather  last  week,  snow,  rain,  and 
hail  being  had,  followed  by  frosts,  but  there  is  little 
difference  in  the  state  of  the  water,  which  keeps  c'ear  and 
a  nice  level,  and  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  Angling  has 
been  slower  than  usual,  few  rods  being  out,  but  the 
weather  has  cleared,  and  with  a  few  warm  days  some  good 
sport  will  be  bad  with  the  fly  in  this  part. — Worcester. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— The  weather 
has  been  anything  but  propitious  for  angling  in  the  trout 
districts  of  the  Witham  and  the  surrounding  country. 
Besides  being  very  low,  streams  are  clear,  and  the  storms 
of  wind  and  cold  wet  have  made  things  uucomfortxble. 
Prospects  ax-e  improving,  however,  and  many  are  looking 
forward  to  Aprl,  and  the  possibility  of  a  few  days  at 
Easter.    j\Iay  they  be  gratified. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Only  a,  few 
angleis  have  been  out  this  week,  aa  there  is  a  quantity  of 
snow  water  in  the  rivers ;  but  it  is  now  fining  down,  and 
will  be  in  condition  for  fly  fishing  in  a  few  days.  There 
are  a  limited  number  of  rods  allowed  on  I  ha  Wye.  To 
avoid  disappointment,  it  is  necessary  to  apply  early  to  the 
Rutland  Arms,  Bakewell;  or  the  Peacock,  Rowsley. 
Useful  flies:  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Cockwinged  Dun, 
and  March  Brown. — Dotterel. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  (Beauly). — Rather  poor  sport  continues.  On 
21stult.,  Mr.  Sattan  had  two  fish,  101b.  and  12lb. ;  on  22nd, 
Mr.  Kelly,  one,  Dib.  :  on  23rd,  Mr.  Sattan,  one,  12lb. ; 
24th,  one,  101b.,  and  Mr  Kelly,  two,  lllb.  and  15lb. ;  on 
25th,  Mr.  Sattan,  one,  101b.— H.  S.  N. 

Border  Esk. — There  is  very  little  to  record  beyond 
the  fact  that  stormy  weather  has  prevailed  during  the  last 
ten  days  both  in  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale.  A  bitter  gale, 
accompanied  by  downfalls  of  snow,  swept  through  the 
Vale  of  the  Esk  during  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
Monday;  the  weather  is,  however,  a  trifle  more  settled  at 
present.  Few  anglers  have  been  out  since  last  report. 
Salmon  are  not  showing  iu  the  river,  although  good  sport 
has  been  had  in  the  Eden.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  the  estuary  of  the  rivers  has  aisamed  a  quire 
unusual  formation,  a  sandbank  having  been  formed  at  tha 
mouth  of  the  Esk,  which  prevents  the  fish  ascending.  It 
is  expected  that  a  good  tearing  flood  will  put  matters  right. 
When  this  much  desired  event  takes  place,  anglers  in  the 
lower  reaches,  who  have  frequently  before  this  dxte  killed 
some  good  salmon,  will  not  be  permanently  deprived  of 
their  sport.  A  few  catches  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
made,  but  nothing  to  speak  of. — G. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Owing  to  frequent  floods  by 
melted  snow  from  the  hills,  the  river  continues  in  an 
unsettled  condition  and  of  dark  colour.  Notwithstanding, 
there  is  a  fair  appearance  of  fish  at  several  of  the  sections. 
On  Saturday  last,  on  the  Blairmore  water,  Mr.  A.  Gotdd, 
the  kec'psr,  hid  a  nice  silmon  of  91b.,  the  hook  used  being 
t  le  "  Blairmore."  On  the  previous  day,  on  the  Carnoustie 
section,  a  salmon  of  8lb.  was  killed.  On  the  Cormebraugh 
water,  Dr.  J.  O.  Wilson,  Huntly,  had  a  fish  of  7Tlb.  ;  and 
Mr.  Walker,  keeper,  one  of  7ilb.  The  trout  ti.-biug  is 
very  backward  on  the  river,  and  little  is  doing  on  the  King 
Edward  water  or  branches.  The  net  fishing  was  again 
iutrrrupted  during  the  past  week  by  the  gj,le3  of  northerly 
•wind,  accompanied  by  heavy  seas.  The  damaged  nets 
were  restored  in  the  beginning  of  this  week.  In  the 
meautinje  salmon  are  scarce  along  the  coast,  there  being 
no  iuducement  to  come  from  the  deep  water.  In  the  river 
kelts  are  rather  numerous,  and  very  ready  to  take  the  fly. 
For  the  week  the  total  yield  from  the  nets  cn  the  river 
and  from  the  stations  on  the  coast  district  was  four  small 
boxes,  which  were  consigned  to  the  markets.— H.  W. 
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Garry  and  Loch  Oich  (Invergfarry,  N.B.)— Since 
last  report  we  have  had  two  extremes  of  weather — high 
water  lait  week  and  low  this  week — but  the  sport  has 
been  very  poor.  Last  week  five  fish  were  landed,  181b., 
91b.,  171b.,  91b.  and  191b.  The  Duke  went  south  on 
Saturday,  and  Mr.  Craven  is  fishing  the  waters.  Eighty 
fish  landed  since  the  opening. — H.  S.  N. 

Iiochboisdale  Hotel  (South  Uist).— March  14, 
Mr.  Prentice,  on  Loiver  Kildonan,  four  sea  trout,  9Jlb., 
heaviest  3Jlb.  loth,  Mr.  Prentice,  on  Lower  Kildonan, 
one  grilse,  3lb.,  and  one  sea  trout,  2 Jib.  16th,  Mr. 
Prentice,  on  Lower  Kildonan,  nine  sea  trout,  181b., 
heaviest  4Jlb.  19th,  Mr.  Prentice,  on  Loch  a-Bharp,  two 
Bea  trout,  61b.  21st,  Dr.  Thyne,  on  Lower  Kildonan,  one 
sea  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Prentice,  on  Looh-a-Bharp,  two  sea 
trout,  l|Ib.  22nd,  Jlr.  Prentice,  on  Lower  Kildonan, 
one  sea  trout,  4ilb.  23rd,  Dr.  Thyne,  on  Lower 
Kildonan,  sis  sea  trout,  41b, ;  Mr.  Prentice,  on  Lower 
Kildonan,  one  sea  trout,  ^Ib.  24th,  Dr.  Thyne,  on  Looh- 
a-Bharp,  six  sea  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Prentice,  on  Lower 
Kildonan,  one  sea  trout,  IJlh.  25th,  Dr.  Thyne,  on 
Lower  Kildonan,  seven  sea  trout,  101b.,  heaviest  31b.  26th, 
Mr.  Prentice,  on  Lower  Kildonan,  three  sea  trout,  SJlb., 
heaviest  2^1b. — S.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Ness. — On  Foyers  Hotel  water,  on  Monday, 
March  21,  Mr.  W.  Walker,  Perth,  killed  a  nice  newly  run 
Bilmon  weighing  101b.;  on  Tuesday,  one  of  131b.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Tilston  killed  one  weighing  201b. ;  on 
Friday,  one  of  191b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  W.  Walker  lauded 
one  weighing  211b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— March  28,  Mrs.  Maisey,  fishing 
for  Mr.  Wardle,  two  salmon,  one  191b.,  one  141b.  No 
boats  out  from  Killin  Hotel  for  the  last  two  weeks.— H. 
Maisey. 

IToxth-East  of  Scotland.— Very  stormy  weather 
has  been  experienced  during  the  past  week,  although  at 
times  there  seemed  a  probability  of  a  change  for  the 
better,  and  at  these  times  spirt  became  fairly  good.  On 
the  Braemar  waters  Mr.  McPherson  had  one  of  71b.,  and 
two,  of  61b.  and  101b.,  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  the 
weather  being  extremely  cold,  with  snow  showers.  On 
the  Balmoral  waters  His  Koyal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
York,  attended  by  Mr.  Donald  Stewart,  is  putting  in  a 
quiet  time  with  fairich  sport  whenever  there  is  a 
favourable  turn  in  the  weather.  On  the  Ballater  reaches  Mr. 
McGregor's  guests  are  experiencing  the  same  conditions. 
On  the  Glentana  waters  very  little  was  done  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  but  since  then  sport  has  been  fairly  good. 
Dr.  Jameson  creeled  during  the  week  two,  of  71b.  and 
81b. ;  one  of  181b.,  and  one  of  SJlb.  Sir  John  Willoughby 
had  two,  of  81b.  and  151b.;  three,  of  7Jlb.,  91b.,  and 
I21b.  ;  and  one  of  8Jlb.  Mr.  Binckman  had  four  one  day, 
scaling  91b.,  111b.,  lljlb.,  and  IGlb.  ;  Mr.  Bulteel,  two,  of 
71b.  and  101b.  each  ;  and  Mr.  Barclay,  two,  of  91b.  each, 
and  one  of  71b.  On  the  Abojne  waters,  Mr.  Crawshaw 
creeled  one  of  71b.,  one  of  161b.  ;  while  Mr.  Birch  had  one 
of  71b.  and  one  of  81b., and  Mr.  King,  one  of  81b.  Weather 
cold,  but  fish  plentiful.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
the  same  intermittent  sport  has  been  the  order  of  the  day, 
one  or  two  being  got  on  every  other  section,  but  nothing 
very  bright  being  done.  Capt.  Davidson  had  two ;  Mr. 
Kelson,  one  ;  _  Col.  Eoss,  one ;  Col.  Lane,  one,  on  the 
Lodge,  Carlogie,  and  Dese  waters  respectively ;  while  Mr. 
Eussell  had  five  on  Borrowstone  water  ;  and  Mr.  E. 
Drummond,  three  on  Ballogie  ;  and  the  Messrs.  Marsham, 
a  few  of  average  weights  on  the  Woodend  section.  Fair 
sport  has  also  been  had  on  the  Durria,  Cairnton,  Black- 
hall,  and  Commonty,  but  on  the  other  reichea  nothing 
has  been  done.  On  the  Don  scarcely  a  fish  has 
been  got  even  in  the  nets,  but  fairish  baskets  of  early 
yellow  trout  are  being  made  to  the  March  Brown 
with  a  blink  of  sunshine.  On  the  coast  great  damage  has 
been  done  to  the  stake  nets  all  along  the  east  coast.  On 
Sunday  there  was  such  a  tearing  up  as  has  not  been 
experienced  for  the  past  twenty  years,  the  plant  being 
strewed  along  the  entrance,  to  the  harbours  impeding  the 
navigation  to  an  alarming  extent.  Very  fesv  fish  were  got 
during  the  past  few  days  on  the  coast  stations.  The  Duke 
of  York  left  Balmoral  this  (Wednesday)  morning,  being 
literally  snowed  off  the  water  yesterday.  During  the  third 
wcekof  his  visit  the  weather  has  been  most  unfortunately 
changeable  iuthe  extreme,  and  sport  occasionally  reduced 
to  a  minimum.  Hia  Royal  Highness  was  accompanied  by 
Sir  C.  Gust.  Both  are  enthusiastic  anglers,  and  had  the 
weather  conditions  been  at  all  favourable  records  would 
have  been  made  on  the  Balmoral  pools,  which  are  simply 
teeming  with  fish.  The  Duke's  best  day  was  five.  On 
another  occasion  he  had  three  and  two.  Sir  C.  Oust  did 
not  fare  bo  well.  On  the  Glentana  waters,  yesterday,  Sir 
John  Willoughby  creeled  a  beauty  of  14|lb.,  and  Mr. 
Barclay  one  of  81b.  on  the  Cambus  O'May  waters.— G.  M. 

Sol-way.— With  a  series  of  north-east  gales  prevailing, 
salmon  fishing  has  not  been  successful  during  the  past  week, 
as  the  snowstorms  and  keen  north  winds  have  caused  the 
fish  to  keep  in  the  deeper  waters.  So  severe  his  been  the 
storm,  that  little  trawling  has  been  done  since  last  week, 
boats  having  had  to  remain  at  their  moorings.  The  returns 
are  very  low. 

South  of  Scotland.— Over  the  South  of  Scotland  a 
series  of  violent  gales  have  prevailed  since  last  week.  Snow 
and  sleet  has  also  fallen,  and  the  wind  has  remained  in  the 
north-east  for  the  past  ten  days.  The  conditions  have 
been  so  unfavourable  that  very  few  rods  have  been  out  on 
the  banks  of  the  rivers  since  last  week's  notes.  No  rain 
has  fallen,  and  the  waters  are  at  present  far  too  clear  and 
low  for  salmon  fishing  in  the  Border  streams.  In  the 
Annan  only  two  spring  fish,  of  81b.  and  161b.,  have  been 
landed  during  the  past  month.  Practically,  the  river  has 
not  been  free  of  snow  since  the  opening,  and  there  have 
been  no  tloods  to  cause  spring  salmon  to  run  up  the  firth. 
A  few  clean  salmon  have,  however,  been  noticed  rising  in 
the  pools  this  week.  Trout  fishing  is  at  present  rather 
poor,  although  one  or  two  rods  have  had  a  few  fair  con- 


ditioned trout  with  fly.  The  cold  north  winds  have  not 
been  favourable  for  trout  rising,  and  the  March  Brown  fly 
has  not  been  on  the  waters  this  week.  From  the  Nith 
and  Galloway  districts  the  reporls  are  similar,  nothing 
being  done  anywhere  with  the  rods.  On  the  Ayrshire 
locks  a  few  trout  have  fallen  to  those  who  faced  the 
elements.  _  Yellow  trout  in  the  lochs  are  still  somewhat 
backward  in  condition  ;  a  week's  mild  weather  and  a  rise 
of  fly  would  make  all  the  difference.  The  nets  iu  the 
Sol  way  are  doing  nothing  this  week,  the  noi  therly  winds 
being  against  salmon  running  up  the  channel.  There  has 
only  been  one  run  of  spring  salmon  ia  the  nets  since  the 
season  opened  over  a  month  ago.  Sea  trout  hive  not 
made  their  appearance.  In  a  fortnight  they  should  begia 
to  show  themselves  in  the  nets.  Some  rain  is  falling  to- 
night (Wednesday).— Heatherbell. 

Spey.— The  weather  during  the  pist  week  has  been 
anythiog  but  reliable,  the  closing  days  being  bitterly  cold  and 
stormy.  The  fluctuations  of  the  river,  caused  by  the  melting 
snow,  is  also  a  serious  drawback,  but,  notwithstanding  this, 
some  good  results  have  been  obtained.  On  the  Knockando 
House  water,  on  this  day  week,  Mr.  Hankey,  from 
Craigellachie  Hotel,  had  a  salmon  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Painie, 
one  of  151b.,  and  on  Monday,  another  of  81b.  Prom  the 
Wester  Elchies  water,  on  'Mondiy,  Mr.  Munro,  Elgui, 
grassed  two  salmon  weighing  81b.  and  91b.  ;  and  from  the 
same  water,  on  Tuesday,  Major  McGowan,  Aberlour,  had 
one  of  8Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Lightfoot,  Craigellachie,  one  of 
S^lb.  In  addition  to  these,  Mr.  Gumming,  The  Dowans, 
had  tour  scaling  101b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  51b. ;  Major  Fleming, 
Keith,  two,  of  141b.  and  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Stewart,  Mort- 
laoh  Distillery,  one  of  101b.  On  the  Aberlour  House 
water,  on  this  day  week,  Mr.  McDiarmid,  keeper,  had  two, 
of  7Jlb.  and  6Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Mackenzie,  fisherman,  two, 
of  71b.  and  61b. ;  and  on  Monday,  two,  of  81b.  and  61b. 
—J.  M. 

Tay. — Since  last  report  the  water  has  been  in  first-rate 
order,  and  very  good  sport  has  been  got  on  nearly  all  the 
reaches.  From  Stanley,  up  the  river  is  well  stocked  with 
large,  clean  fish,  and  they  are  taking  freely.  The  following 
are  a  few  of  the  takes  reported  :  On  Taymount  water,  on 
Friday,  Mr.  A.  Murray  and  Capt.  Stephenson  had  four 
fish,  weighing  251b.,  201b.,  171b.,  and  121b.  During  the 
last  fourteen  days  Col.  Hon.  Everard  Digby  and  party, 
fishing  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  Stobhall  water,  killed 
twenty-three  fish,  averaging  191b. ;  the  colonel  himself 
killed  eleven,  casting.  Fishing  Redgorton  water  on 
Friday,  Mr.  John  A.  Park  had  two  splendid  fish,  weighing 
30Ib.  and  181b.  respectively.  On  Buinmouth  water,  on 
Monday,  Mr.  Kay  had  one  salmon,  weighing  161b.  Mr. 
Herbert  C.  Lewis,  fishing  Stanley  water  on  Tuesday, 
caught  three  salmon,  of  81b.,  201b.,  and  251b.  Fishing 
on  Benehill  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Wm,  Fenton  had 
a  .splendid  salmon  of  321b.  Fishing  the  Lower  Delvine 
water  on  Monday  the  Hon.  Arthur  Meade  caught  a  salmon 
of  161b.,  and  the  same  gentleman,  fishing  the  upper  water 
yesterday,  had  another  of  221b.  The  boatman,  fishing 
the  Stenton  water  on  Monday,  killed  a  splendid  new  run 
fish  of  261b.  Upper  Reaches.— Oh  Fisher's  Hotel 
(Pitlochry)  water  the  sport  has  been  very  good,  both  on 
the  Tay  and  on  the  Tummel,  and  on  Saturday  another 
salmon  of  141b.  was  obtained  from  the  former ;  while 
Mr.  A.  Mackenzie  Ashton.  Swirton,  on  the  Tummel, 
grassed  a  baautiful  fish  of  181b.  On  the  Tummel,  Major 
Waldron,  Easthaugh,  obtained  one  salmon  of  81b.,  and 
on  Saturday,  fishing  on  the  Tay,  one  of  201b.  was 
captured.  On  Friday,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Drew,  Faskally, 
killed  two  nice  fish  of  161b.  and  161b.  on  the  Tummel; 
while  Mr.  Drew  had  one  of  181b.  The  boatman,  fishing 
Bonskird  water,  on  the  Tummel,  on  Saturday,  killed 
seven  fish.  To-day  a  large  rise  of  March  Browns  and 
Blue  Duns  has  taken  place.  Whiting,  sea  trout,  and 
brown  trout  were  rising  freely  to  them,  and  some  very 
fairbaske's  have  been  got. — P.  D.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Ballin- 
derry  is  in  excellent  trim  for  fly  fishing,  but  trout  do  not 
seem  to  rise  freely  except  for  a  couple  of  liours  at  mid- 
day, as  the  temperature  ij  low.  On  Monday  a  local  man 
had  five  trout  below  Dinkin's  Island,  and  professional 
fishers  had  some  success  this  week. — J.  A.  B, 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— For  the 
first  time  since  the  season  opened  the  water  is  in  fair 
order,  but  the  weather  remains  unfavourable.  Conse- 
quently angling  has  been  poor.  A  local  gentleman 
informs  me  that  since  the  river  got  into  trim  he  killed 
forty-one  trout— heaviest  l^lb.  Trout  are  plentiful  all 
along  the  river. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— Salmon  fishing  has  not 
been  up  to  the  average  for  past  week ;  the  continued 
north-east  wind  has  kept  the  fish  from  taking  freely. 
Nevertheless,  some  good  bags  have  been  made.  On 
Careysvijle,  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  Hon.  A.  Greville,  and 
Lord  Caima  have  had  from  six  to  ten  fish  per  day.  On 
the  "  Ballyduff  "  fishery,  rented  by  Mr.  E.  Arkwright : 
March  4th,  one,  71b.  ;  8th,  one,  101b. ;  10th,  one,  101b.  • 
11th,  one,  161b. ;  25th,  three,  141b.,  201b.,  and  a  beauty  of 
301b.— M.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Arrow  (Andresna,  Boyle).— The  fishing 
on  Lough  Arrow  during  the  past  week  was  very  good. 
Local  anglers  had  some  fair  sport  on  Saturday.  Serjeant 
Ross  had  four  trout,  weighing  121b.,  in  excellent  condition. 
George  Achison. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section).— The  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  bitterly  cold  and  stormy,  and  it  has 
been  impossible  to  fish  on  some  days  except  on  very 
sheltered  reaches.  On  Ardmulchan  and  lower  Black 
Oastle  fishing  was  quite  at  a  standstill,  only  two  or  three 
fish  being  caught.  On  Upper  Black  Castle  rather  better 
sport  was  obtained,  as  the  best  pools  were  sheltered  from 
the  north-east  gale,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and  party  getting 
twelve  fish,  from  91b,  to  231b.,  but  I  hear  that  even  on  this 


fishery  nothing  has  been  done  for  the  past  three  days.  No 
sport  can  now  be  expected  until  we  get  a  flood. — Claret 
Fly. 

Bundrowes. — There  was  no  angling  of  any  note  done 
on  this  liver  during  the  past  week.  Those  who  were  out 
fishing  report  a  lot  of  Ealmon  in  the  different  pools  on  the 
river,  but  none  of  them  could  be  induced  to  rise  to  a  fly  in 
consequence  of  the  hard  north-east  wind  which  has 
prevailed  since  last  report,  with  frost  at  night  an i  bright 
sky  in  daytime. 

Coppal  Lake. — Sport  at  brown  trout  is  very  good  on 
this  water  at  present.  No  boat  anglers  have  been  out. 
White  trout  fishing  opens  here  about  the  middle  of  June, 
but  is  not  good  before  July. — T.  J.  D. 

Brne. — Some  good  trout,  and  in  fine  condition,  were 
taken  on  the  Erne  at  Belleek  during  the  past  week, — M. 
EoGAN  and  Sons. 

Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Private  Waters 
(Ballina). — The  weather  has  been  very  much  against 
angling  here  for  the  past  week.  The  water  is  in  good 
order,  and  theie  are  a  number  of  fish  showing  themselves 
in  the  different  pools.  Everything  promises  in  favour  of 
good_  sport  during  the  coming  week. — Manager. 

Killarney. — A  few  salmon  have  been  had,  but  sport  in 
this  line  has  generally  been  of  a  poor  description.  Brown 
trout  are  rising  pretty  well,  and  some  good  baskets  have 
been  had  daily  on  nearly  all  the  local  waters.  With  a 
change  to  rain,  sport  is  expected  to  be  good  at  salmon, 
and  at  angling  generally  on  the  lakes  and  rivers.  To-day 
(Tuesday)  the  sky  is  overeist,  with  prospects  of  heavy 
rain.— T.J.  D.  >  f    f  j 

Lea  (co.  Cork), — Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  for 
past  week.  The  continued  north-east  wind  has  almcst 
completely  dried  up  the  river.  No  fishing  can  be  expected 
until  we  get  a  change  of  weather.  Trout  anglers  are 
doing  very  fair,  some  nice  fish  having  been  taken.  Mr.  J. 
Bullen,  on  the  24th,  had  hilf  a  dozen,  averaging  |lb.  Mr. 
8.  Haynes,  on  same  date,  had  five  beauties,  largest  l^\h., 
smallest  lOoz.,  killed  in  the  tidil  water.— W.  Haynes 
and  Son. 

Lough  Conn  and  CuUen  (Cloghan'sl.— Mr.  P. 

Kennv  got,  on  March  14,  six  piko,  weighing  131b  :  a'so 
eigbt  tr  >ut,  averaging  1  Jib.  Mr.  J.  Browne,  on  March  18,  get 
four  pike;  and  twenty-seven  trout,  average  small.  Mr.  E. 
Kenny,  on  March  19,  got  four  small  pike,  average  71b.,  and 
some  handsome  trout.  Mr.  J.  M.  Clarke  got  one  pike,  251b  , 
on  the  26th  ;  also  five  trout,  weighing  101b.  The  lake  is  in 
good  order  for  fishing,  and  owing  to  high  waters  we  have 
the  greater  part  of  the  spring  fish  in  the  lake.  I  believe 
that  any  angler  coming  to  Lough  Conn  will  not  be 
disappointed. — Tom  Clarke. 

Lough  Melvin. — Anglers  were  more  fortunate  on 
the  lake,  where  the  following  salmon  and  trout  were  taken 
since  last  report.  Mr.  C.  Gallageer  took  one  salmon  cf 
91b.  and  a  trout  {Salmo  ferox)  of  41b.  on  23rd  ult.,  and 
on  same  day  Mr.  K.  W.  landed  a  lioe  fiesh  run  salmon  of 
13ilb.  Mr.  J.  Gildfeather  took  a  trout  {Salmo  ferox)  of 
7|lb.  on  24th  ult.,  and  Mr.  A.  Grimes  took  one  salmon  of 
IHb.  on  26th  ult.  Mr.  Mundy  took  one  salmon  of  8>lb. 
on  27th  ult.,  and  nine  trout  wtighing  71b.  Mr.  A. 
Gallagher  and  Mr.  H.  Farrell  took  a  few  baskets  of  trout 
in  the  early  days  of  the  past  week,  two  of  them  weighing 
ISJlb.  and  151b.  These  fish  were  all  taken  on  the  free 
portion  (Water's)  of  the  lake.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (yTaterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  weather  has  been  more'  favourable  and  the  waters  in 
better  order  since  Saturday  last.  Brown  trout  angling 
continues  to  give  good  sport  on  all  the  above  waters, 
especially  on  Cummeravanig,  Drenane,  and  Coomavohey. 
On  the  first-named  water,  on  Saturday.  Mr.  J.  O'Sullivan 
caught  four  dozen  brown  trout,  and  baskets  nearly  as  good 
were  had  on  the  other  lakes.  The  early  morning  and  late 
evenings  are  the  best  times  for  angling  at  present  on  all 
these  lakes,  which  hold  an  unlimited  supply  of  hard-fight- 
ing, but  generally  small  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstevrart,  co. 
Tyrone). — The  season  opened  on  the  Mourne  yesterday 
(Friday).  The  river  is  in  need  of  a  good  flood,  although 
it  is  in  fair  order.  There  is  no  immediate  prospect  of 
change  in  the  weather,  which  is  bright  and  cold,  with 
north-east  winds.  Operations  at  the  salmon  hatchery  of 
the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company  below  here  recently 
closed. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).  —  North  east 
wind  here  for  the  past  week,  with  frost  at  night,  has  put 
anglers  aside  for  a  few  days.  As  I  write  the  wind  is  in 
the  w£S%  and  raiaing  hard,  and  sport  wi  1  be  good 
in  a  few  days.  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Corkley,  and  Mr. 
Savours  landed  several  kelts.  Mr.  PuUemy,  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  river,  had  a  good  many  spring  trout,  largest 
21b.  The  lough  is  now  at  a  good  fishing  height.  In  front 
of  Mr.  Tom  Clarke's  hotel,  Cloghans,  several  good  trout 
were  taken,  largest  3ilb.,  and  two  jack,  91b.,  151b.  A 
good  many  fine  springers  are  showing  themselves  on  the 
Imperial  Hotel  reserved  waters.  Mr.  George  Flynn,  at 
the  top  end  of  the  lough  pontoon,  on  the  24th  ult.,  landed 
seven  kelts,  and  lost  two  springers.  Anglers  should 
write  before  coming  to  Ballina. — Pat  Hearnes. 

moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Since 
last  report  the  weather  cold  and  showery  ;  north-easterly 
winds.  There  was  no  fishing  during  the  week,  except 
landing  a  few  kelts  by  myself.  Lough  Conn  is  in  good 
order.  Trout  rose  well  during  the  week. — John  Deveks 
(Ballina). 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Six  days 
and  nights  of  continuous  storms  has  spoilt  sport  this  week, 
but  to-day  it  is  calmer,  and  Tom  and  J.  Grimes,  fishing 
for  Mr.  Arthur  W.  Blyth,  of  London,  on  Mr.  W.  Young's 
preserves,  have  just  brought  to  boat  a  springer,  weight 
not  ascertained.  General  Mignon,  fishing  Major  Traherne's 
water,  killed  a  20-pounder  on  Thursday.  We  hope  for 
better  things  in  April,  which  sometimes  fishes  well, 
especially  for  heavy  hsh. — S,  J.  Hurley. 


April  2,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


245 


Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  river  is  now  in 
Bplendid  order,  a  fall  in  the  water  havius;  brought  most  of 
the  pools  into  excellent  condition.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C. 
WilliiUDS  killed,  2-3rd  nit.,  one  salmon,  261b.  ;  26th,  one 
salmon,  221b. ;  28th,  one  salmon,  361b. ;  29th,  one  salmon, 
161b.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed,  29rh,  one  salmon, 
331b.  On  Newga'den,  the  fishermen  killed,  28th,  one 
salmon,  181b.  On  Hermitage,  the  fishermen  killed,  26th, 
one  salmon,  16Jlb. ;  29th,  two  silmon,  221b.,  381b.  On 
Woodlands,  Major  C.  Hayes,  Newin?ton,  killed,  29th,  one 
salmon,  3Ub.  On  the  Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Green- 
hill  killed,  23rd,  one  salmon,  221b.  One  the  Worlds-end, 
Mr  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed,  29th,  one  silmon,  351b. — 
John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Waterville. — Very  little  is  being  done  at  the  weir  on 
the  river,  which  proves  that  salmon  are  not  coming  up 
freely.  No  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  private  or 
preserved  water. — T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Kivers. — Salmon  angling  has  been  poor, 
owing  to  low  waters  and  generally  bright  weather.  Brown 
trout  anglers,  however,  had  fair  sport  occasionally. — 
T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (Tlie  Pier). — The  strong  north-east  gale  which 
sprang  up  on  Thursday,  24th  ult.,  and  continued  with 
unabated  violence  for  the  remainder  of  that  week,  entirely 
put  a  stop  to  all  fishing,  and  rendered  the  water  the  colour 
of  clay.  No  one  attempted  to  wet  a  line  until  Monday 
last,  when  two  strangers  fished  from  the  pier  during  the 
afternoon,  but  without  any  success.  Dr.  Woodward,  and 
Messrs.  Filmer,  Bushnell,  Wood,  and  Cooper  tried  for  a 
little  while  on  Tuesday,  but  only  two  small  dabs  were 
caught.  The  same  gentlemen  tempted  sport  to-day 
(Wednesday),  but  their  total  catch  did  not  exceed  a  dozen, 
all  of  them  very  small.  The  water  is  now  rapidly  clearing, 
and  some  sport  with  dabs  and  small  codling  may  soon  be 
realised — J.  Eichardsox  (B  S.A.S.). 

Seal. — Owing  to  the  long  continuation  of  stormy 
weather  there  has  not  been  anything  done  in  the  way  of 
fishing,  and  the  prospect  is  not  very  bright  at  present. — 
Edwd.  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.. — The  spring  pollack  are  coming  in  in  great 
numbers.  One  of  our  fishermen  had  eighteen  dozen  this 
morning,  very  fine  fish.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  spot 
where  he  caught  them,  but  it  could  not  have  been  far  out, 
as  he  only  has  a  12ft.  punt.  They  are  taking  the  artificial 
sand  eel  on  stout  single  gut.  Passing  the  Great  Western 
Docks  yesterday,  I  saw  a  lot  of  very  large  mullet ;  some 
must  have  been  -lib.  or  51b.  weight.  They  seem  to  be 
feeding  on  the  long  grass,  or  insects  it  contained,  that  was 
on  some  timber.  Tuere  must  have  been  some  hundreds  of 
them.  The  uma.1  whiting  and  pouting  fishing  can  be  had 
by  those  who  like  to  sit  in  the  boat  at  anchor,  and  the 
school  bass  are  affording  good  sport  around  the  western 
piers  and  jetties.— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


Ilnalina  ^ixiixxcs. 

April  5.   

Hoxton  Brothers :  Concert. 
Weit  Green  :  Visit. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials  ;  Annual  dinner. 
April  6. 

Albion  Brothers  :  Visit, 

Dibden :  Visit. 

St.  John's  :  Annual  dinner. 


April  12. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

14. — North-East  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
,,     20. — Greeham  :  Opening  dinner  at  Chesham. 
,,     20. — St.  Ivea  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     21. — Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  meeting. 
,,     21. — Drayton  Park  Piscatori lis  :  Annual  dinner, 
,,     21. — North-East  Brothers  :  Supper. 
,,     25. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Supper. 
„     27.— B. S.A.S. :  Annual  dinner. 

28.— Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 


Ecyotts  from  Clu&s 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  g  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  April  4,  at  8  30. — B.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.— Important  Notice.— Will 
secretaries  of  societies  please  forward  me  any  alteration  of 
their  clubhouse  or  meeting  nights  for  the  "  Anglers' 
Guide,"  1898-99  ?— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  15s.  from 
the  Battersea  Friendly  Angling  S  iciety's  Donation  Box. 
At  the  last  meeting  (Marcn  25)  three  applications  were 
entertained,  and  the  sum  of  £15  was  paid  out.  The  next 
committee  meeting  will  be  on  Friday,  April  22,  at  8.30. 
There  will  be  no  meeting  on  the  8  th,  on  account  of  Good 
Friday. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District).— 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Albion  Brothers  A.S., 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  South  Hackney,  on 
Wednesday,  April  6.  This  being  their  first  visit  to  the 
new  clubhouse,  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good  attendance.— 
G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
lag  List.— On  March  28  a  most  enjoyable  return  vitit 


was  given  to  the  Camden  A.S.  On  the  roll  call  fourteen 
clubs  were  well  represented  ;  the  A.B.S.  box  contnined 
£4  13s.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  not  being  represented,  the 
next  visit  will  go  to  the  Dibdii  A  S.,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  on  Wednesday,  April  6,  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  rcuiter. — J.  Harris. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Frampton 
Arms,  Well-street,  South  Hackney. — On  March  27  no  fish 
weighed-in.  Our  retuin  visit  takes  place  at  the  above 
house  on  Wednesday,  April  6.  Mr.  E.  H.  Dove  has  kindly 
consented  to  take  the  chair,  assisted  by  Mr.  Cormack  ; 
vie?,  Mr.  Alf.  Smith.  The  committee  are  requested  to 
meet  on  Monday,  April  4,  at  9  p.m.  Three  new  members 
made  and  two  proposed. — H.  Haines. 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. — 
A  special  meeting  takes  place  in  our  big  room  on  Wednes- 
day, to  arrange  date  of  dinner  and  distribution  of  past 
season's  prizes,  when  I  hope  members  will  make  a  point 
of  being  present.  Chair  taken  at  9  p.m.  punctually. 
Absentees  please  take  notice.  On  the  same  date  the 
Dibdin  A.S.  take  their  annual  return  district  visit. — 
Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury. —  We  had  a  goodmeetirg 
on  Wednesday  evening,  when  the  balance-sheet  was 
brought  forward  and  accepted.  We  have  a  good  balance 
in  hand.  Members  please  to  attend  next  Wednesday  for 
important  business.  We  have  room  for  one  or  two  good 
members. — G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — On  Wednesday  evening  the  prizes 
won  during  the  quarter  were  distributed  to  lha  successful 
competitors.  Mr.  A.  E.  Davis  was  elected  a  working 
member.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday, 
April  13,  to  consider  prizes  and  annual  dinner  arrange- 
ments. Brothers  Eggby  and  Jackson  were  elected 
auditors,  and  Brother  J.  Jones  chairman  for  ensuiig 
quarter. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  took  our  visit  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  we  had  a  very  successful  evening,  ia 
which  the  chair  was  taken  by  our  president,  Mr.  G. 
Sheppard,  fifteen  clubs  answering  to  the  roll  call.  During 
the  evening  the  following  artists  appeared  :  George  George, 
Allen  Farmer,  Steptoe,  Ambrose,  Master  Davis,  Ripp, 
Brent,  Tooby,  Shonfield,&c.  The  next  Central  visit  goes 
to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers.  I  hops  to  see  all  anglers 
there  to  give  them  a  bumper. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society.  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — On  March  29 
the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  next  half-year  : 
Mr.  F.  Ireland,  president;  Mr.  Ansty,  vice-president; 
Mr.  W.  Hersint,  treasurer  ;  Mr.  G.  Martin,  weigher-in  ; 
Mr.  A.  Jenkins,  secretiry ;  Mr.  J.  Guy,  check  secretary. 
Committee :  Messrs.  W.  Thomas,  S.  Aplin,  Hemens, 
Smeed,  E.  Guy,  Addison,  Phillips,  Miller,  and  Mead. 
Messrs.  Hemens  and  Cox  delegates  to  Central  Asscciation, 
Messrs.  E.  Guy  and  Dring  auditors.  There  will  be  no 
meetings  until  April  19  through  alterations  at  hotel. — A. 
Jenkins. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Commercial-road.  Lambeth. — Will  secretaries  and  friends 
kindly  note  that  this  well  known  society  have  moved  their 
quarters  to  the  above  address,  where  all  communications 
must  be  sent  ?  I  should  thank  members  and  friends  to 
forward  their  prizes  fur  the  past  season. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  March  28 
we  had  a  most  successful  smoking  concert  and  visit  to  our 
host.  Members  are  requested  to  note  that  April  13  will 
be  quarterly  night. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  ComwaU- 
road,  Notting  Hill. — On  March  29  we  were  very  poorly 
represented  by  members.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for 
next  week,  April  5,  to  pass  several  new  rules.  We  made 
three  new  working  members  in  Messrs.  R.  Baylis,  G. 
Pearson,  and  F.  Hall. — H.  Daqworthy. 

Cambridge  Heath  BrotHers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  March  28  our  return  visit  was  a  grand 
success.  The  room  was  filled,  and  some  splendid  harmony 
w^s  given,  eleven  clubs  being  represented.  On  March  29 
there  was  a  good  attendance  of  nismbers,  when  Mr. 
Everett  was  re-elected  chairman  ;  Mr.  G.  Woodward,  jun., 
dt legate  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Young,  jun.,  auditor,  for  the  next 
quarter.  Oar  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  May  19. — 
P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — Our  visit  on  the  Anglers' 
Association  was  a  great  success,  fourteen  clubs  being 
represented.  We  were  all  pleased  that  the  visiting  otfioer 
took  £4  13s.  from  our  benevolent  ho^i. — E.  Boxall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — Several  of  our 
members  fished  in  the  competition  for  the  A.B.S.,  but 
were  not  successful  in  gaining  a  prize.  Our  nest  meeting 
night,  April  6,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster.  Important  business  to  be  brought  forward. 
— O.  Jones. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

• — The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  be  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Giarden, 
W.C.,  on  Monday  evening  next,  Api-il  4,  at9  p  m. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  visit  to  the  Anglers' 
Pride  A.S. ,  at  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  Brandon-street,  Wal- 
worth, on  Tuesday  evening  last  was  very  successful.  Mr. 
G.  H.  Shepherd  occupied  the  chair  in  his  usual  genial 
manner,  _  There  was  some  excellent  singing,  and  an  enjoy- 
able evening  was  passed.  The  Anglers'  Benevolent  box 
was  passed,  and  received  a  welcome  addition  to  its  con- 
tents. On  the  roll  call  fifteen  clubs  responded,  the  next 
visit  going  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  A.S.  ;  date  later. 


Clapham  Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W.— 
Important  business  will  be  brought  forward  on  next  meet- 
ing night  Will  donors  of  prizes  kindly  forward  on  same 
as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  arrange  our  prize  list,  as  our 
annual  meeting  night  is  near  at  hand.  We  have  a  few 
vacancies  open  for  gentlemen  who  wish  to  join  a  good 
angling  society.  Rules  can  be  had  at  the  bar,  or  of  the 
secretary,  on  any  Thursday  evening. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington-common. — Some  of  our 
meubirs  were  out  on  March  27,  and  returned  with  poor 
results  Our  annual  meetirg  is  fixed  fcr  Tuesday  next. 
April  5,  for  the  election  of  officers,  &c.  I  hope  that  all 
members  will  attend  for  very  important  bnsinees. — 
E.  J.  Hunt. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.  — On 

Tuesday,  April  5,  there  hs  a  special  general  meeting, 
when  the  re  election  of  cftijers  for  the  ensuing  year  will 
take  place.  I  hope  members  will  attend  on  that  occasion, 
as  there  is  some  very  impoitant  business  respecting  rules, 
&c.— T.  Twyman. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — Members  are 
requested  to  attend  the  club  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  as 
we  have  some  important  business  to  settle.  Several  of 
our  members  are  awaiting  the  opjningof  the  trout  season, 
— W.  B. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Tuesday,  March  29,  we 
had  a  fair  attendance,  when  Messrs.  Comber  and  Slade 
volunteered  to  act  as  auditors  for  the  current  quarter. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  April  5,  the 
annual  general  meeting  night,  to  elect  officers  for  the 
ensuing  season,  ani  other  important  business. — S.  Malby, 

Dibain  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Our  visit  takes  place  on 
Wednesday,  April  6  (Anglers'  Association),  and  trust  to 
see  all  brother  clubs  support  us  on  this  occasion  ;  splendid 
programme ;  Prof.  Fred  Dewdney — guaranteed  good 
quality.  Two  members  made  last  Wednesday,  and  Messrs. 
H.  Watson  and  F.  Dewdney's  prize  list  now  ready. 
Members  requested  to  be  up  on  Wednesday  without  fail, 
April  subscriptions  now  due. — H.  Brock. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway-road.  N. — At  our  annual  general  meeting 
on  March  30  we  had  a  good  attendance  of  members. 
Several  important  matters  were  disposed  of.  Our  annual 
dinner,  on  April  21,  has  every  prospect  of  bang  successful. 
— A.  Clayton. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
March  22  a  musical  evening  took  place  at  our  clabhouse, 
the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  Marriott,  of  the  Walronians. 
A  number  of  members  of  the  Waltonians,  Royal  George, 
St.  John's  AVood  Piscatorials,  The  Queen's,  and  Prince  of 
Wales  piid  us  a  visit,  and  we  have  to  thank  them  for  their 
attendance,  which  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  cancert. 
Will  members  kindly  note  that  next  Tuesday,  AprU  5,  will 
be  annual  meeting  night,  and  their  attendance  is  particu- 
larly requested,  aa  important  business  will  be  brought 
forward.— J.  G.  Lawford. 

Orange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. — An  interesting  meeting 
was  held  last  Tuesday  by  this  society,  when  a  very  large 
number  of  lantern  slides  were  shown  by  Mr.  F.  Lee, 
fifty-seven  of  which  were  views  of  a  Norfolk  river,  &c, 
Mr.  J.  H  Rich  acted  as  chairman  and  lecturer,  and  great 
credit  is  due  to  him  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  so 
fully  explained  the  subjects,  also  to  Mr.  Lee  for  the  way 
the  views  wers  put  on  the  sheet.  At  the  close  of  the 
lesture,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  opened  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  and  Anglers'  Benevolent  Societies'  collecting 
boxes.  The  former  contained  £1  Is.,  and  the  Utter 
133.  61.,  which  Mr.  Wade  thanked  the  members  of  tbe 
Grange  for.  Mr.  Chris  Green,  daring  the  coarse  of  the 
evening,  played  several  selections  on  the  concertina  in  his 
usual  admirable  style.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
chairman  and  lanteroist  concluded  a  most  enjoyable 
evening. — J.  Rich. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Soread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.  Shoreaitch. — The  fourth  Bohe- 
mian  concert  will  take  place  at  th3  above  house  on 
Tuesday  next,  April  5.  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  Jennings  (Bos- 
tonian) ;  vice,  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  (St.  John's)  ;  pianist, 
Mr.  Bert  Ingram.  Membjrs  please  note  that  after 
AprU  5  the  meeting  nights  will  b 3  Thursdays  instead  of 
Tuesdays  as  hithe.-to. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road  — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  at  Ware  on  March  27,  but  returned  with  a  blank.  We 
met  as  usual  on  Tuesdiy  last,  Mr.  E.  Challis  in  the  chair, 
when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  I  wish  thosa  members  who  are  in  arreirs 
would  kindly  show  up  on  Tuesday  next,  or  meet  me  at  my 
house  on  Saturday  evening  and  clear  the  books,  as  Tues- 
day next  will  ba  general  meeting  night. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  W  n- 
chester-street,  Peutonville,  N. — On  March  20  several 
members  fished  in  the  A.B.  Competition,  hut  none  of 
them  were  successful.  A  special  meeting  it  called  for 
nest  week,  April  6,  to  elect  auditors  for  fish  book  and 
pass  balance-sheet  for  last  quarter. — W.  Watling. 

Phcenir  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancr  s* 
road,  N.W. — The  meeting  quarterly  night  was  not. 
Members  and  friends  are  particularly  requested  to  take 
notice  of  special  invitation  to  dine  with  host  Forster  on 
April  12  (Easter  Tuesday"  night),  harmony  to  foUow. 
Come  early  and  capture  your  swims.  We  can  then  fix 
the  date  for  annual  special  general  meeting  to  settle  next 
season's  programme,  &c. — R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road, — We  finished  our 
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JF  you  are  m  want  of  a  Rod,  Reel,  Line,  Landing  Net,  or  anytliing  else  connected  with  Fishing 
Taci<le,  call  and  inspect  D.  Slater's  magnificent  Exhibit  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  now  open  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster.   D.  S.  will  be  in  attendance  each  day  until  its  close  on  April  5 


OI3S 

We  call  special  attention  to  our  Split  Cane  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods, 
with  and  without  steel  centres.  All  our  Salmon  Rods  are  double  and  treble 
enamel  cane  built,  that  is,  tops  are  double,  middle  and  butts  treble  buLlt  • 
with  best  lock  joints ;  all  ferules  are  metal  lined  and  waterproof  throu'^hout' 
superior  universal  winch  fittings,  and  beautifully  finished.  We  onlv°make 
one  quality — that  is  the  best. 

■  We  have  a  grand  lot  of  Greenheart  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods,  especially 
a  few  of  mj  Dark  Greenheart,  and  intending  purchasers  will  do  well  to 
secure  one  of  these,  at  a  moderate  price. 

^  Greenheart  Spinning  Rods  for  Salmon,  Pike,  and  Trout.  A  splendid 
collection,  especially  D.  Slater's  Noted  Champion  Pattern,  as  used  by  him 
so  successfully  at  the  Casting  Tournaments. 

Slater's  Newark  Perfection  as  an  all  round  Bottom  Rod  for  fishine  in 
the  Nottingham  style  has  no  equals.    Length,  9ft,  to  12ft.  long. 

Slater's  New  Style  Nottingham  Rod,  the  Sheffield  Gem,  and  other  kinds, 
can  also  be  seen  at  his  Stand. 


An  Acknowledged  Fact  that  Slater's  have  no  equal.  Come  and  Inspect 
one  of  the  Best  Collections  ever  seen  in  London. 

Very  best  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels,  in  gunmetal,  hardened  steel 
works,  and  very  light.  We  have  this  Reel  in  twelve  different  sizes.  1894 
Pattern  Salmon  Reels,  in  ebonite  and  metal,  with  regulating  check  Bronzed 
Revolving  Plate  Trout  Reels,  from  3s.  6d.  each. 

Ebonite  Bound  Trout  and  Salmon  Reels  at  prices  that  will  astonish 
you.  The  Ply  Fishers'  Winch,  for  lightness,  quick  winding,  and  durability 
as  used  by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.  Slater's  Noted  Combination  Reels,  all 
sizes,  in  ebonite  and  wood.  A.  few  old  patterns  of  this  Reel  will  be  offered 
at  ridiculously  low  prices.  Our  New  Zephyr  is  exceedingly  light,  very  free 
running,  made  of  aluminium  and  wood,  and  for  fishing  in  the  Nottingham 
style  it  surpasses  all  others. 

Superior  Centre-Pin  Nottingham  Wood  Reels,  with  check  action,  from 
7s.  each.  Three  Styles  of  Sea  Reels  (including  that  superior  pattern.  The 
Future). 

Salmon  and  Trout  Lines,  Dressed  and  Undressed.  A  Superior  Collection 
of  3yds.  Taper  Trout  Casts,  6d.  and  9d.  each. 


Important  to  Fishing  Taclde  Dealers  throughout  the  Kingdom. 

w^nJJt^^^k?^"^^-^^'/^  Newark-on-Trent,  being  the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufacturer  of  the  world-wide  known  "  Nottingham  "  Pattern 
lo^Ss^f  bWW  ^^'"^''r^  ^^i'^^"^  ^«  by  far  the  largest  stock  of  timber  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  such  manufacturers-hundreds  o^ 
fn  Zp          ?    .  T-  ?^  seasoning-is  prepared  to  supply  the  trade  direct  at  lowest  prices.    A  Special  New  Pattern,  "  Slater's  Wonder," 

zzi:^M.t^ i^t.:^:::^;^:^^''' --^^ " ^ -^^^ 


SELL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE  AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT 


CORWEN  FISHING 
•  ASSOCIATION, 

River  Dee,  North  Wales. 


NOTICE  TO  ANGLERS. 


"PXCELLENT  TROUT  and 
GRAYLING  FISHING  may 
be  obtained  in  the  waters  preserved 
by  the  above  Association.  The  length 
of  bank  is  upwards  of  twelve  miles 
and  the  fishing  has  been  preserved 
over  twenty-five  years.  The  river  is 
close  to  the  railway  station,  and  good 
hotel  or  private  accommodation  may 
be  had  in  the  town. 


TERMS  AS  FOLLOWS: 


Salmon  Season  Ticket 
„  Weekly 
n  Day 
Trout  Season 
•„  Weekly 
Day 

Any  information  wiU  be  forwarded 
on  application  to  the  Secretary, 

W.  J.  STANSPIELD, 

Coriven,  N,  Wales. 


-n  0 

.  0  12 

-  0  5 

-  1  1 

-  0  6 

-  0  1 


The  Old  Favourite." 

MAX  GRECER'S 


LOWITZ 


SAFEST, 
SOUNDEST 

Dinner  Wine, 

PURE 

HUNGARIAN 
BURGUNDY. 
From  151-  per  doz. 

Of  all  Wine  Merchants  and  Grocers^ 


See  that  every  Cork  bears  the  brand  "  MAX  GREGER," 
Without  it  the  Wine  is  not  Genuine. 


The  ITCHEN  RIVER 

TROUT  BREEDING  ESTABLISHMENT 

Supplies  all  Varieties  of  TROUT  for  STOCKING 

Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Ponds. 
EYED  OVA,  FEY,  YEARLINGS,  1-2,  and  3  YEAR  OLDS 

N.B. — These  fish  are  bred  from  ova  taken  from  wild  trout,  and  are 
raised  in  fenced  ofE  runs  of  this  river,  thus  they  are  fully  supplied  with 
natural  food  brought  down  by  the  stream,  and  therefore,  when  turned  out 
into  new  waters,  are  far  better  suited  to  find  their  own  food  than  the  genei-al 
run  of  (hand  fed)  artificially  raised  trout. 

Address-y.  CORRIE,  Esq.,  CHILIANS,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

EASTER  HOLIDAYS. 

TODRIST,  FOBTNIQHTLT,  and  THUBSDAY, 
FKID\Y  or  SATURDAY  to  MONDAY  or 
TUESDAY  TICKETS  will  be  issued  to 
YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Southend-on- 
Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Waltou-on-Naze,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstan- 
ton Ijy  all  trains  from  Liverpool- street ;  also  from 
G.E.  Subui-ban  station-"  at  sime  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  The  Cheap  Tickets  will  also  be 
issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and 
Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, and  Cromer,  except  on  Good  Friday. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE, 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  BACK,  2s.  6d.— On 
GOOD  FRIDAY,  EASTER  SUNDAY,  MONDAY, 
and  TUESDAY,  from  Liverpool-street,. Fenchurch- 
atreet.  Stepney,  Bishopsgate,  Betimal .  gre«n, 
Oobom-road,  Stratford,  Forest  Gate,  &c. ;  al"o 
from  stations  on  th&  Enfleld,  Walthamstow, 
Loughton,  Woolwich,  Black  wall,  and  East  Loudon 
lines. 

On  GOOD  FRIDAY  and  EASTER  SUNDAY 
trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  9.2(5,  10.10, 
and  lO.'.'G  a.m.,  and  Fenohurch-etreet  at  9.17,  9.58, 
and  10.17  a  m. 

On  EASTER  MONDAY,  from  Liverpool-street, 
at  frequent  intervals  from  7.23  a.m.,  and  Feu- 
church-street  at  S.1.3,  8.47,  9.22,  10.17,  10..50, 
and  11 .30  a.m. 

Through  Excursion  Tickets  to  Southend  are 
also  issued  from  Stations  on  the  Metropolitan 
Railway,  via  Bisliopsgate  and  Liverpool-street. 

CLAOTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH,  4s. 
On  EASTER  MONDAY,  from  Liverpool-street, 
at  8.25  a.m.,  and  Stratford  at  8.35.  a.m. 

CAMBRIDGE,  4s. ;  ELY,  5s.,  from  Liverpool- 
street,  at  8.45  and  11.0  a.m.,  and  St.  Pancras  and 
Kentish  Town,  at  9.15  a.m. 

YARMOUTH.  6s.,  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland 
Station),  at  C.05  a.m.,  and  Kentish  Town,  at 
7  a.m. 

BROXBOUBNE  and  BYE  HOUSE,  Is.  6d. 
On  GOOD  FRIDAY  and  EASIER  MONDAY, 
from  Liverpool  -  street,  Bishopsga:e,  Beihnal- 
green,  Coborn-road,  Hackney  Downs,  Stratford, 
&c. 

EPPING  FOREST,  CHINGFORD,  and 
LOUGHTON,  Is.  Daily,  from  Liverpool-street, 
Fenehurch-strtet,  Deptford-road,  Gospel  Oak.  Ac. 
On  Easter  Monday  a  Special  Service  of  Trains 
will  run  between  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- 
street,  and  Chingford,  aud  Loughton ;  also  between 
Gospel  Oak  and  Cbmgford. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 

WM.  BIBT,  General  Manager. 

London,  March,  189S. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 

Bend  ?a,  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  oopy.post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  "Thb  PuBLiSHKas'  Cia- 

ODLA^  AND  BOOESELLGaS'  BKCOBD,"    St.  DUU- 

•tan's  House  Fetter  Lane,  Londoa 
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seasDB  OB  March  2/  with  a  blank,  the  ^/eather  being-to  a 
great  degree  responsible  for  this.  On  the  whole  it  has 
been  a  very  poor  season,  although  we  have  had  some  good 
specimens  weighed-in.  Monday  next  will  be  our  quarterly 
night,  and  there  is  some  business  to  ba  transxcted. — 
AV.  B. 

Kose  and  Crown  Angling'  Society,  Harcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street. — We  had  a  f^w  roach  from  the 
Lea  on  March  27  to  finish  up  the  season  ;  and  aa  we  are 
th'nWng  of  changing  the  name  of  the  society,  and  re- 
organising the  same,  this  will  in  all  probability  be  the  last 
you  will  hear  of  the  Rose  and  Crown.  We  want  to  make  it  a 
society  of  anglers  that  will  go  out,  and  also  attend  the 
society;  we  are  tired  of  ornamental  members. — A.  E. 
Patne. 

Zloyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateinan-street,  Soho. — Last  m=!eting  night  we  were  fully 
occupied  in  going  over  oar  fish-weight  book.  I  wish  to 
remind  membara  that  a  general  meeting  is  called  for 
April  13  to  settle  some  important  business,  also  to 
decide  about  our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes. 
— J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress, 
St.'  John-street -read;  Clerkenwell.  —  We  had  a  good 
attendance  of  members  on  March  30,  when  Mr.  Bnlbeok 
was-  elected  a  working  member,  and  Messrs.  Tomkins, 
Johnson,  and  Sewell  were  proposed  as  working  members. 
Members  ai*e  reminded  that  if  they  wish  to  introduce 
friends  to  the  twentieth  annual  supper  on  April  6,  they 
must  give  me  three  days'  notice. — F.  Thokling. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  at  the 
South  Bermondsey  Piscatorial?,  Eotherhitho  New-road. 
Date  next  week. — Aif.  Painter. 

Snndial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— Our  annual  meeting  took 
place  on  Tuesday,  Jlarch  29,  and  was  a  great  success, 
there  being  a  record  attendance  present,  therefore  a  lot  of 
business  done,  principally  re-election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  season  (which  up  to  the  present  looks  like  being 
the  most  flourishing  season  of  our  old  established 
society),  Mr.  J.  Harwood  being  elected  chairman,  who  up 
to  last  season  has  fulfilled  the  ofiice  for  many  years,  and 
we  are  pleased  to  see  him  once  again  in  the  old  armchair  ; 
the  retiring  officer  being  Mr.  William  Taylor;  Mr. 
Charles  Ravenhill  being  elected  vice-chairman.  Our 
secretary,  E.  Jennings,  assisted  by  C.  Chalk,  was 
unanimously  re-elected;  also  our  host,  Mr.  A.  Maynard, 
as  treasurer.  Delegates,  Messrs.  J.  Harwood  and  H. 
Burnham.  A  committee  of  seven  were  appointed,  viz  , 
Messrs.  H.  Burnham,  H.  Gerrard,  A.  Qnilter,  J.  S.  Smith, 
J.  Talbot,  H.  Sherman.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
recorded  to  all  retiring  officers,  which  brought  one  of  the 
most  successful  meetings  in  the  annals  of  the  society  to  a 
close — E.  Jennings. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road. — Owing  to  extensive  alterations  going 
on  at  our  clubhous>,  we  have  decidpd  to  hold  our  visit  at 
the  Eagle  Hotel,  Chesnut-road,  High-road,  Tottenham,  on 
Tuesday  nest,  April  5.  We  shall  have  good  talent.— 
E,  Haynes. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Society,  Cambridge.— Last  Monday 
this  dab  held  the  last  committee  meeting  for  the  present 
season  in  their  club-room,  Burleigh-street,  when  the 
accounts  were  audited,  and  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory. 
The  club  started  the  season  with  a  bilance  in  hand  of 
£20  Os.  8d.  Five  matches  (p=gged-down]  hive  been  fished— 
four  at  Waterbeach,  the  other  lower  down  the  river — with 
favourable  results.  laall,  over  £10  have  been  won.  The 
clnb  now  consists  of  390  members,  and  after  having  paid 
all  bills  for  the  past  year  the  club  begin  the  coming  season 
with  a  balance  of  £21  5s.  lid.— J.  O'George. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— Easter,  which 
IS  generally  looked  upon  here  as  the  opening  of  the  fishing 
sfasin,  will  soon  be  here,  and  the  busy  nnte  of  preparation 
for  the  holidays  is  heard  all  around.  Many  anglers  from 
this  neighbourhood  will  visit  their  favourite  waters,  the 
■\  yrnwy,  Tanat.  and  Coin— oftener  called  Cain— and  will, 
according  to  the  weather,  have  more  or  less  sport.  Many 
rods  will  be  s^en  about  Hanymynecjh,  Llansaintffraid,  and 
Llanyblodwell ;  as  all  three  are  handy  for  fishing,  and 
hotel  charges  quite  reasonable,  those  who  cater  should  all 
have  a  good  time.  In  order  to  protect  the  trout  the 
ripanan  proprietors  pwmit  grayling  to  be  taken  during 
the  clc39  season,  which  I  think  is  a  mistake,  as  these  fish 
give  good  sport,  and  I  would  as  soon  eat  a  well  fed 
grayling  as  a  trout.  A  new  industry  has  been  intraduced 
\.e  ,  Chilled  Atlantic  Salmon,"  at  Is.  per  lb.  If  these 
frozen  fish  retain  anything  like  their  original  flavour  the 
trade  should  prosper,  but  their  appearance  is  anything  but 
attractive.— R.  Woolfali,. 


Matoee  Rainbow  Trout  in  Londox.— There  arrived 
on  the  morning  of  March  31  in  Loudon  a  unique  example 
of  what  may  be  done  in  the  direction  of  acclimatisation  of 
fish  in  the  British  Isles.  A  burning  question  among  the 
anglmg  community  at  the  nresent  time  is  the  suitability  of 
the  rainbow  trout  (S.  iridens)  for  the  enhancement  of 
sport  m  Bir.ish  waters.  Evidently  the  fish  is  not  so  well 
kiiown  as  it  deeorves  to  be,  and  with  a  view  of  giving  it  a 

fair  field  and  no  favour,"  Capt.  Ormrod,  of  the  Wyresdale 
1  lahery,  has  specially  sent  to  London  by  his  secretary,  Mr. 
Andrew  Henry,  ten  very  fine  specimens.  The  fish  arrived 
strong  and  hearty,  iu  the  p'nk  of  condition,  and  are  now  in 
a  large  tmk  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Edgar  S.  fchrubsole,  the  curator. 

"This  is  a  portrait  of  my  first  big  pike,"  said  Jones, 
proudly  showing  the  lovely  fish  to  a  friend.  "  Why  it  is 
^^^^        present  big  pike,"  repHed  his  friend. 

Well,  you  see,  the  present  big  pike  is  my  first  pike," 
was  the  answer. 


ftotes  from  ti)e  ftorrt). 

Although  sport  is  nowhere  a  dead  blank,  yet  there  has 
baen  very  little  exciting  "  records  "  iu  a  season  of  wh'ch 
much  mora  was  expected  than  has  been  realised.  A  coupL> 
of  fish  or  S3  per  week  seems  to  be  the  most  that  is  agoing 
on  any  one  beat.   

Sir  John  Willougliby  and  Dr.  "  Jim  "  are  getting  a  fish 
a  day,  oa  an  average.  This  is  decidedly  poor  for  ths 
Glentaua  waters,  which  should  yield  three  per  rod  per  day 
just  now,  if  not  even  more. 


The  Duko  of  York  is  faring  little  better  on  the  Balmoral 
waters,  although  it  is  hardly  possible  to  get  an  "  inklirg  " 
of  wl  a';  he  is  really  doing,  so  well  do  they  manage  to  keep 
things  to  themeelves  up  there.  The  only  report  which  has 
yet  appeared  anent  the  Duke's  success  cost  me  some 
trouble.  Since  then  a  general  statement  has  beeu  vouched, 
but  no  detjils.  ■ 

The  other  day  au  Aberdeen  fish  dea''er  was  fined  £20 
and  costs  for  consigning  a  salmon  to  a  Manchester  firm 
during  the  clos3  season.  The  fish  was  sent  a^ong  with  a 
box  of  haddocks,  and  those  of  us  who  can  read  between  the 
lines  think  that,  a  though  the  fine  looks  substantial,  yet  it 
■was  none  too  heavy,  considering  the  trade  which  is 
annually  carried  on.   

_  The  run  of  sa'mon  on  the  East  Coast,  never  at  any  t'me 
big  since  the  opening  week,  has  fallen  away  to  almost 
Eoth'ug  during  the  lata  gales,  and  nothing  but  a  spell  of 
real  genuine  spring  weather  can  redeem  the  season  from 
failure. 


The  Duchess  of  Fife  usually  takes  her  spring  season  out 
on  the  DufE  House  water,  on  the  Deveron,  where  there  is 
some  of  the  very  best  trout  fishing  agoing,  and  her  salmon 
angling  out  of  the  Mar  Lodge  fishery,  on  the  Dee,  during 
the  autumn. 


The  Dee  salmon  keep  wonderfully  bright  for  long  after 
entering  the  fresh  water.  Not  till  the  hot  dnys  of  July 
do  they  begin  to  show  much  yellow,  and  in  a  season  of  low 
temperatures  they  are  quite  bright  till  about  ripe  for  the 
sjawning  redds.   


The  "  Gordon  "  is  undoubtedly  the  most  popular  Dec 
fly.  Of  course,  Gordons  are  all  the  rage,  whether  after 
the  fashion  of  flies  or  soldiers;  but  the  Gordon  fly  has 
nothiug  in  common  with  the  Gordon  tartan.  It  is  a  fancy 
fly  of  the  rcost  sparse  claret  dressing,  on  along  shank,  like 
all  the  other  Dee  flies,  and  a  wing  of  magnificent  com- 
b  nation.  While  "Jock  Scott"  reigns  supreme  iu  the 
South,  the  "  Gordon  "  caiTies  the  palm  as  the  best  killing 
lure  iu  the  North.  A  nice  little  summer  fly,  the  "  Logg  e," 
is  nothing  less  than  a  small  Gordon,  with  less  gaudy  wing. 

Not  for  twenty  years  have  the  stake  nets  got  such  a 
twisting  and  pulling  up  as  they  did  on  Sunday,  wheu  the 
g)le  was  at  its  height.  A  no  th-easter  is  always  bad  on 
the  nets,  but  it  seldom  meddles  with  ,  their  fastenings. 
However,  the  nets  along  the  Aberdeen"'  coast  have  beau 
floating  about,  to  the  danger  of  shipping  Hearing  the  port, 
and  in  the  entrance  channel  of  the  Dee, is  caudng  tragic 
to  be  suspeuled  till  a  cleirance  can  be  effected.  Mem- 
time  anglers  need  not  put  on  weppers  over  the  fact  that 
a  few  hundred-i  will  be  required  to  affect  the  needed 
repairs,  and  meantime  the  fish  can  run  free. 


The  trouKng  season  is  usually  very  good  during  the 
Easter  holidays,  and  the  first  of  the  season's  best  baskets 
are  usually  then  made  on  the  Ythan,  Ugie,  Deveron, 
Findhom,  and  Lossie.  These  are  the  best  'and  earliest 
yellow  trout  reaches  Of  course,  the  Don  is  not  to  be 
omitted_  in  this  connection,  although  even  as  a  trouting 
stream  it  is  losing  its  prestige.  Special  Scotch. 


MAIDSTONE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  smoker  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place 
on  March  23,  a";  the  headquarters.  Anchor  and  Hope, 
Bower-lane.  Mr.  A.  Hutson  occupied  the  chair,  supported 
in  the  vice  by  Mr.  Stevens  (chairman  of  the  society).  The 
chairman,  in  submitting  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Success 
to  the  Maidstone  Angling  Society,"  said  it  was  a  great 
pleasure  to  him  to  be  present,  as  an  old  angler,  to  meet 
some  of  his  old  friends  whom  he  had  spent  so  many  happy 
days  with  on  the  Medway.  He  wished  the  society  continued 
success.  Mr.  Stevens  suitably  responded,  dwelling  on 
the  good  work  which  the  society  were  doing  in  stopping 
netting  and  illegal  fishing.  He  thought  the  public  in 
general  ought  to  support  the  angling  societies  of  the  town 
more  than  they  did,  as  they,  as  well  bs  the  members, 
benefited  by  the  consignments  of  fish  which  were  turned 
into  the  river  from  time  to  time.  Especially  might  this 
apply  to  the  London  angler,  who  came  down  in  large 
numbers  and  fished  our  waters  without  paying  a  penny- 
piece  towards  its  maintenince.  The  principil  prize 
winners  were  Messrs.  Emary,  Hughes,  Brewer,  Biggs, 


The  must  iMrORiAxr  Lesson  Esculapius  tried  to  impress 
upon  his  pupils  was  that  the  i-hief  trouhle  .ifflictiug  humanity 
was  due  lo  impurities  Of  the  blood.  All  disorders  mav  be  traced 
to  this  fact, -for  unless  the  source  of  life  is  free  from  disease 
germs  it  catmoc  have  that  strength  which  is  necessary  for 
good  health.  Hollo  way's  Pills  are  composed  of  the  most  pre- 
cious herbs  and  soothiu?  balsams  which  Mother  Earth  can 
offer  to  her  children,  therefore  they  may  be  relied  upon  to 
supply  the  nouri'-hment  that  is  craved  by"  the  system.  It  is  no 
vain  boast  to  say  that  this  is  the  most  wonderful  discovery 
made  in  the  auuals  of  medical  science;  they  will  cure  or 
relieve  all  d'seases. 


Laurence,  Crane,-  Skinner,  Stevens,  Bond,  RawliDga, 
Woodward,  &c.  Other  toasts  were  "The  "Visitors," 
subm^tfed  by  Mr.  Harris,  rpsponded  to  by  Mr.  Smythc. 
"  The  Chairman,"  "Kindred  Societies,"  were  also  sub- 
mitted and  suitably  refponded  to.  The  pleasures  of  the 
evening  were  very  much  enhanced  by  the  singing  of  Messrs. 
Lou  Binsliin,  Carrick,  Woods,  Morgan,  Prickett,  and 
othtrj.  Mr.  A.  Skinner  kindly  gave  two  French  horn 
solos,  and  Mr.  Biggs  a  recitation,  and  altogether  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 
ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  OPEN  ANGLING 
COMPETITION. 
On  March  2",  in  consequence  of  the  inclement  wfather, 
only  fifty-seven  competed  for  thirty-eight  prizes  that  were 
left  over  from  March  20.     Water  a  bettor  colour,  but  full 
of  snow  broth.    Result  as  follows  : 

oz.  dr. 

R.  Folley,  unattached  13  1 

J.  Walker,  Wenlock     12J  2 

T.  Curtis,  unattached   9i  2 

R.  Walker,  Wenlock    9  2 

E.  Chamber,  Wenlock   7i  1 

J.  Steddon,  Amieable  Waltonians    4|  2 

W.  Sullivan,  Wenlock  ..    3|  2 

J.  West,  Good  Intent   2k  0 

H.  Callcntt,  Globe   2i  0 

The  committee  will  meet  on  Friday,  April  22,  when  they 
will  decide  what  shall  be  done  with  twenty-nine  remaining 
prizes.  Donors  of  prizes  please  forward  them  to  Mr.  C.  A. 
Medcalf,  Holjwell-street,  Finsbury,  E.C. ;  if  cash,  please 
forward  to  S.  Malby,  0,  Canterbury-road,  Islington,  N, 
P.O.  piyable  at  High-street,  Kingsland,  N. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  will  tike  place  at  the  Bald 
Faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury,  E  C,  on  Monday, 
April  25,  at  9  p.m.  The  winning  competitors  to  attend, 
and  bring  their  competition  card  with  them. 

S.  Malby,  Hon.  Secretary. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Y'oung,  Patent  Agents,  65  and  66,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

New  Applications. 
494S.    Henry  Daubeney  Brandreth,  Queen  Victoria- 
street,  London,  for  a  new  or  improved  con- 
trivance for  the  landing  of  salmon  and  other 
fish. 

5128.  John  Kay,  St.  Vincent 'street,  Glasgow,  for 
improvements  in  trawlers,  also  applicable  to 
other  vessels. 

5159.  John  Jaquesand  Percy  Nathaniel  Jaques,  London, 
for  a  novel  game  of  angling,  and  means  for 
playing  same. 

Complete  Specification  Accepted. 
9794.    Cooper  and  Haller,  otter  boards  for  .fish  trawling 
or  the  like  purposes. 

Ixventiox  Illustrated, 
24,008.  Fishing,  patentee  W.  ConneU,  1",  Bloomdale* 
street,  Bloomfteld,  Lower  Castlereagh,  Co. 
Down.  Trawl  Nets. — The  drawing  shows  the 
bottom  and  tDp  of  the  nat  respectively 
separated.  To  form  a  trap,  narrow  vertical 
strips  of  netting  are  inserted  between  the 
outer  edges.  The  other  edges  of  the  nets  are 
then  liced  together.  An  opening  is  left  at  tte 
centre  for  the  entrance  of  the  fish. 


^offings  bg  l^e  ^ap. 

In  order  to  meet  the  reqxtu'ements  of  the  Tviufe 
iAie  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Thursday 
next  (April  7)  instead  of  Saturday,  April  9. 
Wholesale  Agents  can  receive  their  supplies  on 
Thursday  evening,  at  five  o'clock,  April  7,  on 
which  evening  also  subscribers'  copies  will  be 
posted. 

Fisheries  Exhibition. — Some  of  the  blocks 
not  having  arrived,  we  have  had  to  hold  over  some 
illustrations  of  novelties  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tion until  next  week.— Ed. 

 >•♦■»<  

A  WIRE  arrived  at  St.  Dunstan's  House  on  Friday 
morning  to  the  effect  that  a  trout  of  61b.  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Campe  at  the  Jack  Tree  Swim  (on  the  river  Lark),  near 
Barton  Mills,  Mildenhall,  Suffolk.  Well  done,  Mr.  W. 
Howes  I    I  am  coming  down  soou.^ 

 >♦ » ♦<  

On  Wednesday  evening.  April  2".  the  British  Sea 
Anglers  will  dine  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel.  From  what 
I  glean,  it  will  be  a  record  occasion.  It  is  very  unfortunate 
that  the  Anchor  A.S.  (of  Kingston-on-Thames)  have 
arranged  their  annual  dinner  for  the  same  night.  I  do  hope 
the  Anchorites  can  sea  their  way  to  alter  their  date,  as  I 
should  very  much  like  to  he  present  on  both  ocoisions. 
Will  announce  results  next  week.  Short  week  next  week, 
on  acoovmt  of  the  holidays.    So  hnrry  up  with  any  matter 
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intended  for  insertion  in  the  F.  G.,  which  will  be  published 
on  Thursday,  Apiil  7,  at  2  p.m.,  instead  of  (as  usual) 
Saturday  morning. 


Nowtbat  the  coarse  fishing  season  is  closed,  "dining 
ard  winirg  "  is  the  order  of  the  day  amongst  the  clubs. 
The  Castle  Hotel,  Hastings,  was  last  week  the  venue  for 
ihs  members  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling 
Association,  and  judging  from  the  accounts  which  have 
reached  me  they  did  themselves  jartioularly  well.  There 
was  a  large  company  present ;  there  was  gord  music,  good 
cheer,  and  good  fellowship,  and  the  evening  must  have 
been  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  one.  CourciUor  Travers,  the 
president  of  the  association,  occupied  the  chair,  and 
during  the  proceedings  presented  the  season's  prizes,  the 
forturate  winners  being  Messis.  F.  G.  Hatton,  A.  Drav 
B.  Miller,  Woollett  Shep  Eicinell,  R.  M.  Watts,  W.  Duffie 
and  Mastin. 


The  cry  is  "  Still  they  come."  The  ink  with  which  the 
preceding  paragraph  was  written  was  hardly  dry  when  my 
friend  Mr.  W.  Johnstone  "  wcighs-in  "  a  most  interesting 
account  of  the  dinner  of  the  society  he  serves  so  well  as 
hon.  sec.  of  the  High  Wycombe  and  Thames  Angling 
Association.  They  also  had  a  good  time,  anglers  always 
do  somehow,  and  I  only  wish  I  could  persuade  the  editor 
to  let  me  have  an  indiarubber  paper,  so  that  I  could  quote 
verbatim  the  admirable  report  of  the  dinner  published  in 
the  South  Buds  Free  Pres.--.  But  as  my  old  chum  William 
W.  Shakespeare  observes,  "It  can't  be  did,"  and  so  I 
must  content  myself  and  I  hope  my  angling  friends  of 
High  Wycombe  will  be  content  by  my  faying  that 
their  festivities  were  most  successful.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  association,  Mr.  C.  W.  Deason,  J. P., 
CO.,  most  worthily  occupied  the  chair  and  dis- 
tributed the  prizes,  the  winners  being  Messrs.  F. 
Abram,  J.  Morley,  W.  Johnson,  J.  Barlow,  J.  Youens, 
and  E.  P.  Maunders.  There  was  a  "  feast  of  reason  and 
a  flow  of  FOuI  "  (and  other  things),  and  the  entertain- 
ment, which  compiised  some  excellent  music,  was  kept  up 
(ill  a  late  hour. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next,  April  4,  at  the 
Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 

That  well-known,  old-established  angling  society  the 
Blackfriars  have  removed  from  the  Winchester  Arms 
Bouthwark-street,  S.E.,  to  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Com' 
mercial-road,  Lambeth,  where  all  communications  should 
be  addressed  in  future  to  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  J.  Foster. 

The  first  article  of  "  Thames  Angling  News"  of  this 
indnth  is  upon  Thames  Trout  Fishing,  showing  the  most 
likely  spots  to  secure  trout  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
river.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  article  does  not  CDntinue.  and 
give  the  noted  places  of  the  higher  reaches.  Mr.  H.  A. 
Rolt,  of  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  writes  upon 
I  Different  Kinds  of  Anglers,"  and  very  amusing  and 
instructive  reading  it  is. 


Mr.  Charles  Hussey  sends  the  following  interesting 
note:  "Dear  'Drag.,' — If  any  further  evidence  were 
wanted  of  the  'severity  of  the  recent  gale  it  is  furnished 
by  the  fact  that  on  March  28  I  saw  a  stork,  a  true  Cicoii  ia 
alba,  on  the  mud  flats  at  Benfleet,  Essex.  This  is  the 
tirst  one  I  have  seen  wild  in  England.  The  poor  bird  had 
evidently  beer  driven  by  the  violence  of  the  wind  from  his 
home  beside  the  Zuyder  Zee.  He  looked  particularly 
uncomfortable,  and  was,  I  suppose,  waiting  for  a  fresh 
slant  of  wind  or  more  moderate  weather  to  get  back  again 
to  Holland,  'where  the  Leigh  shiimps  come  from.'  A 
local  sportsman  pursued  him  with  a  scatter  gun  and 
smell  dog,  but,  fortunately,  was  unsuccessful." 


The  Lancet  is  not  always  cheerful  reading,  at  any  rate, 
for  the  layman,  tut  in  its  last  issue  there  is  a  paragraph 
which  will  interest  anglers.  I  do  not  mean  the  account  of 
Hemiplegia  with  convulsions,  but  the  following  by  Dr. 
Thorowgood  :  '_'  I  was  much  impressed  by  the  case  of  a 
man  who  was  given  a  pension  by  his  employers  under  the 
idea  that  he  could  only  survive  his  advanced  phthisis  a  few 
months.  Believing  himself  doomed,  the  patient  decided 
to  enjoy  his  la  St  few  months  of  life  in  the  exercise  of  his 
favourite  pastime.  He  came  to  Norfolk,  and  spent  all  his 
time  in  river  fishing.  He  completely  recovered,  and  for 
the  last  twelve  years  has  continued  to  enjoy  his  pension, 
his  fishing,  and  his  health.  He  is  out  in  his  boat  in  all 
weathers  all  the  year  round."  If  fishing  is  such  a  health- 
giving  pastime,  I  must  have  a  try  at  it  myself. 

 >^*-»^  

I  HEAR  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  who  it  is  unneces- 
?^''^m°A''^S"o  f^*^®"^*^  lately  a  prominent  member  of 
*r^,fiA-^-^:>  that  the  fish  hatchway  he  has  started  in 
Cardiff  18  going  well  and  strong.  A  recent  issue  of  the 
bontli  JfaLes  Evening  E^ipress  gives  a  most  interesticL' 
account  oi  the  young  trout  and  ova  which  its  representative 
saw  at  Mr.  Armstrong's.  It  is  probable  that  after  seeins 
the  simplKity  of  the  process  of  trout  hatching  at  the 
Westminster  Aquatiam  many  anstlers  will  feel  inclined  to 
try  their  hands  at  it.  The  more  the  merrier,  we  cannot 
have  too  many  good  trout,  and  I  only  hope  that  all  those 
who  go  in  for  trout  breeding  will  meet  with  as  much 
success  as  friend  Armstrong. 


Mr  a.  Jaedine  writes:  "Dear  Drag.,'— I  can 
corroborate  what  Mr.  H.  C.  Hudson  says  in  the  Fishing 
Oazettc  of  March  26  respecting  '  Hares  Taking  to  the 
nater.     ihe  tollowing  incident  was  witnessed  by  myself 


and  Alfred  Stroud,  of  Sunbury,  s^me  years  ago,  when  I 
was  fishing  the  fine  weir  pool :  Two  greyhounds  were 
coursing  a  hare  on  the  Surrey  side  of  the  Thames,  when 
the  hare  swam  the  lock-cut,  crossed  the  island,  took 
gallantly  to  the  river,  and,  with  ears  erect,  swam  for  the 
opposite  bank,  before  reaching  which  it  was  drifted  by 
a  back  eddy  towards  the  weir,  passing  within  a  few  yards 
of  my  punt.  We  slipped  our  moorings,  and  I  secured 
the  poor,  frightened  animal,  with  my  landing-net,  then 
took  it;  to  the'Eyot'  by  the  backwater,  and  carefully 
placed  ifc  ashore,  whence,  after  recovering  from  its  wetting 
and  fright,  it  would  be  able  to  escape  to  the  meadows  on 
the  Middlesex  shore.  When  wild-fowling  on  the  Black- 
water,  and  off  the  Essex  coast,  I  have  frequently  seen 
hares  swim  to  the  islands  divided  from  the  mainland  by 
wide  channels  or  creeks,  when  full  of  water,  no  doubt 
tempted  by  the  sweet  herbage  and  grass  that  grows  on 
the  '  saltings,'  which  are  partly  submerged  at  spring 
tides." 

 >»<♦<  

Still  another  flourishing  Society  (the  Uxbiidge  Rovers) 
have  just  had  their  annual  dinner,  which  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  H.  Payne.  After  the  usual  speeches  and 
toasts  the  prizes  were  distributed,  when  the  chairman  said 
the  club  was  in  a  sound  financial  position,  and  numerically 
stronger  than  at  any  time  during  their  fifteen  years'  of 
existence.  The  dinner,  provided  by  Mr.  Sanders,  was  an 
excellent  one,  and  the  harmony  which  followed  most 
enjoyable.  _  Mr.  Peiroe,  who  had  been  associated  with 
London  societies  over  thirty  years,  expressed  in  warm 
terms  how  pleased  he  was  to  have  been  a  member  of  the 
society.  He  was  happy  to  see  that  the  society  worked  on 
the  right  principles,  and  there  was  not  that  climbing  over 
one  another's  shoulders  as  in  the  London  societies.  They 
wanted  friendship,  and  this  he  found  in  the  Uxbridge 
Rovers'  Club,  and  this  was  the  way  for  any  society  to  get 
on.  During  the  forthcoming  season  he  hoped  the  secretary 
would  endeavour  to  get  the  members  to  join  the  "  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society." 

 >»»♦<  

OUR  P.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  13  (New  Series). 


LOTAN  HACKETT 
Is  "  mine  host "  of  the  Bridge  Hotel  Tap,  Chertsey.  He 
13  an  excellent  fisherman,  and  has  spent  a  lifetime  upon 
the  old  river.  He  has  a  very  extensive  collection  of 
patrons,  amongst  whom  may  be  mentioned  Major  Collis 
Brown,  Capt.  Lunn,  Messrs.  Burkett,  "  Straw  Hat,"  &c. 
With  the  first  mentioned  gentleman  he  took  1251b.  of 
barbel  in  1895.  With  Mr.  Gale  he  took  451b.  of  roach  in 
six  and  a  half  hours.  "  Straw  Hat  "  has  on  many  occasions 
taken  over  201b.  of  roach  with  Hackett,  "Lote,"as  he 
is  generally  called,  is  not  an  expensive  man  to  fish  with, 
but  he  is  a  very  painstaking  and  careful  fisherman,  and 
knows  the  "  country  "  well. 


On  April  15  the  first  number  of  an  illustrated  monthly, 
entitled  the  "  Cold  Storage  and  Ice  Trades  Review,"  will 
appear.  It  will  deal  with  ice,  ice-making,  refrigerating, 
cold  storage,  and  all  the  allied  industries  that  employ 
forced  cold— the  meat,  poultry,  game,  fish,  general  pro- 
visions, dairy  produce,  and  brewing  trades.  Cold  storage 
and  the  use  of  ice  are  of  such  importance,  and  hive  made 
such  strides  in  popular  appreciation  recently,  that  it  is 
hoped  this  new  periodical  will  render  material  service. 
 >♦♦■»<  

I  UNDEESTANti  that,  to  his  great  regret,  Mr.  Aflalo  will 
not  be  present  at  the  B.S.A.S.  dinner.  The  fact  is,  he 
has  long  felt  the  need  of  a  short  change,  and  had,  before 
the  date  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  dinner  was  altered 
from_  the  usual  March  fixture,  arranged  to  go  a  short 
Mediterranean  tour  in  the  S.Y.  Midnight  Sun,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  will  pay  flying  visits  to  the  Naples 
Aquarium,  as  well  as  to  Palermo,  Algiers,  and  Tangierg. 
He  tells  me  that  he  will  be  away  about  a  month,  and 
hopes  to  wet  a  line  at  several  of  the  ports  already  known  to 
him.  [Why  did  you  not  take  "Drag"  with  you,  Mr. 
F.  G.  A.  ?j  o  J  , 


T  AM  pleased  to  learn  from  the  South  Wales  Evening 
News  that  an  experiment  has  been  made  to  breed  trout  in 
the  South  Wales  rivers,  and  I  need  not  say  I  am  very 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  experiment  has  been  a  grand 
success.  "Welsh  Athlete,"  in  the  paper  above  quoted, 
gives  a  most  interesting  account  of  the  hatchery,  but  when 
I  say  my  old  friend  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  long  a  sub- 
scriber, and,  what  is  better  still,  au  active  member  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  is  at  the  head  of  affairs,  I  am  sure  our  angling 
friends  in  South  Wales  will  be  as  pleased  as  I  am  to  find 
such  good  men  at  the  helm. 


I  HEAR  that  Mr.  IT.  T.  Bncknill,  Q.C.,  Member  for 
Epsom,  who  on  more  than  one  occasion  has  taken  the  chair 
at  the  Epsom  Piscatorial  smokers,  took  the  chair  at  a 
Bohemian  concert  of  the  Legal  Musical  Society  at  the 
Freemasons'  Tavern  last  week,  and  a  right  good  chairman 
he  made.  The  room  was  full,  and  his  humorous  speech  at 
the  interval  was  vociferously  applauded  by  a  crowded 
room. 


^  This  is  from  Nottingham:  "Dear  '  Dragnet,'— In 
Jottingsby  the^Way' of  last  Saturday's  issue,  I  notice 
Mr.  Jarvis  mentions  a  case  of  a  hare  taking  to  the  water, 
wh'ch  to  many  readers  may  seem  a  strange  occurrence. 
Allow  me  to  give  you  an  account  of  an  incident  I  witnessed 
only  last  summer.  I  was  staying  at  Kirkstead-on-the- 
Witham,  the  place  so  dear  to  the  (art)  heart  of  many  a 
Sheffield  rodster.  It  was  a  gloriously  hot  July  day,  and 
roach  were  completely  'off.'  As  I  sat  on  my  creel 
I  was  surprised  by  the  shout  of  some  platelayers 
on  the  Great  Northern  line,  and  presently  saw  a  hare 
running  by  the  side  of  the  metals,  nnpursaed. 
I  was  on  the  opposite  bank  to  the  railway,  but  '  puss ' 
kept  on  her  course  for  some  150yds.  past  me,  then  turned 
down  the  sloping  bank,  and,  without  the  least  hesitation 
took  the  river  with  a  plunge,  and  swam  across  in  a  style 
that  would  hive  put  many  a  dog  to  the  blush.  She  then 
came  in  the  direction  where  I  was  sitting,  but,  on  seeing 
me,  doubled,  ran  up  the  bank,  across  the  road,  and  took 
refuge  in  an  adjoining  field.  On  mentioning  the  incident 
to  a  friend  living  in  the  district,  he  informed  me  that  it 
was  quite  a  usual  thing  for  hares  to  take  to  the  water,  and 
that  he  had  often  seen  them  swim  across  the  drains  there 
when  unable  to  jump  them.— Yours  truly,  R.  Hill." 


I  sometimes  wish 
That  I  were  a  fish  . 
In  a  globe  to  myself 
On  a  marble  shelf, 
No  one  to  hurry  one, 
No  one  to  worry  one. 
No  home  lessons  to  be  dofte, 
No  one  to  say ; 
"  Life's  not  all  holiday. 
Go  to  bed  and  rise  with  the  sun." 

No  rough  weather 

When  everything  is  wrong. 
No  days  that  ever 

Seem  to  be  too  long. 
No  days  when  wishes 

Are  called  "  but  a  whim," 
Nothing  but  smoothly  swim,  swim,  swim  ! 

But  if  I  were  a  fish, 

As  I  sometimes  wish, 

In  a  globi  all  alone, 

A  round  world  of  my  own, 

How  sad  I  should  be 

At  five  o'clock  tea  ! 

For  they  wouldn't  have  me— 

They  wouldn't  have  me— 

Not  a  sound  to  be  found 

In  my  world  so  round. 

And  nothing  to  do  but  swim. 

— American  Fishing  Gazette, 


Four  Rathcoursey  fishermen  pleaded  guilty,  at  the 
Cork  Assizes  recentlv,  to  having  formed  pait  of  a  riotous 
assembly  who  forcibly  boarded  a  steam  launch,  the 
property  of  the  Fishery  Conservators,  while  engaged  in 
preventing  illegal  drift  net  fishing  in  Cork  Harbour.  The 
launch  was  surrounded  by  a  fleet  of  fishing  boats,  and 
about  sixty  fishermen  boarded  it,  beat  the  bailiffs  and 
crew,  threw  everything  movable  overboard,  and,  running 
the  launch  on  the  rocks,  endeavoured  to  sink  her.  The 
parish  priest  of  Rathcoursey  and  Capt.  Donelm,  M.P., 
gave  evidence  as  to  the  good  character  borne  by  the  men, 
whose  means  of  livelihood  were  destroyed  owing  to  the 
stringency  of  the  bye-laws.  _  Olden  and  Quirke  were 
sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment  as  the  ring, 
leaders,  the  others  to  one  month  each.  Some  of  the 
jurors  applied  to  be  excused  from  further  attendance  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  unable  to  maintain  themselves. 
Mr.  Ronan,  Q.C.,  representing  the  Crown,  said  he  under- 
stood that  some  of  the  jurors  were  obliged  to  sleep  in  the 
workhouse.  Lord  Justice  Holmes,  in  exoasmg  the 
applicants,  said  he  had  no  doubt  some  of  them  were  badly 
off. 



Anglers  desirous  of  ascertaining  all  about  Klondike 
and  the  gold  fields  should  pay  a  visit  to  the  Royal 
Aquarium  during  next  week  (N.B.— The  Fisheries'  Exhibi- 
tion will  remain  open  until  Tuesday  night),  when  the 
ex-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Naniimo,  British 
Columbia,  is  going  to  relate  hia  personal  experience 
of  the  gold  fields,  and  take  his  audience  for  a  trip  by 
means  of  sixty  dioramic  views.  Here's  a  chance  for 
autkentic  information !  Dragnet, 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

On  Monday  oveuiug  a  numerous  company  foi'e?athereJ  in 
the  Piscatorial  Salon,  Holborn  Eestaurant,  to  bear  a  paper 
read  by  Mr.  W.  Senior,  on  the  I'aiubow  tr  )ut.  Dr.  Bruuton 
took  the  chair,  and,  although  no  tish  were  shown,  Mr. 
T.  W.  Gomm,  of  Thames  trout  fame,  brought  up  for 
inspection  a  fine  dog  otter,  weighing  231b.  by  the  society's 
scales,  which  had  been  taken  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Staines  by  Otter  Hone.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  announced 
that  Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  presented  the  library  with  Sir 
Herbei't  Maxwell's  work,  "  Memories  of  the  Month,"  and 
the  donor  was  warmly  thanked  for  the  gift.  Mr.  W. 
Senior  wrote  saying  he  was  too  ill  to  attend  himself 
and  read  his  paper,  but  had  asked  Mr.  David  Wilson  to 
undertake  the  task  on  his  behalf.  A  report  will  be  found 
in  another  column.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  1898 
penuits  for  the  Yer,  Kennett,  and  Moor  streams  have  been 
issued  to  members.  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  has  kindly  offered 
to  present  a  stuffed  otter  to  the  society's  museum  if  the 
committee  would  accept  it. 

M.  G.  E,  DE  C. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
ANNUAL  DINNER, 
Thebe  are  very  few  clnbs  within  easy  reach  of  the  metro- 
polis which  can  boast  of  so  large  a  number  of  members — 
many  of  them  influential  ones  too,  be  it  said — as  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  which  has  for  its  hon.  sec. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  so  well  known  as  an  able  writer  ou 
angling  matters.  With  a  roll  of  considerably  over  100, 
most  of  whom  are  ardent  and  skilful  Thames  fishermen,  it 
is  not  surprising;  that  the  society  is  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition  financially  as  well  as  numerically.  As  a  fitting 
•wind-np  of  the  coarse  fishing  season,  an  annual  dinner  is, 
of  course,  held,  and  that  wliich  came  o3  on  Tuesday  bore 
favourable  comparison  with  the  two  other  yearly  gatherings 
•which  preceded  it.  The  president  of  the  society,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Homershani,  J. P.  (ex-Mayor),  presided,  and  was 
supported  by  some  seventy  members  and  friends.  The 
repast  was  an  excellent  one.  and  did  every  credit  to  the 
host  of  the  "Sun"  Hotel  (the  headciuarters  of  the  society). 
A  weU-prepared  menu  was  done  ample  justice  to  by  the 
company  assembled,  after  which  the  chairman  gave  the 
usual  toast  of  "'  The  Queen,"'  which  was,  of  course,  drunk 
right  loyally. 

The  Chairman  then  gave  "  Success  to  the  Kingston 
Piscatoi-ial  Society."  He  said:  Gentlemen,— I  observe 
that  the  toast  list,  for  which  I  take  no  responsibility,  ha? 
the  next  toast  down  in  my  name  to  propose,  but  I  must 
thank  the  compiler  for  having  placed  that  toast  at  the 
beginning  of  the  somewhat  long  an-ay  of  toasts,  for  I  see 
that  the  chairman  is  down  for  several  other  things.  I  am 
grateful  for  liis  having  put  the  m  st  important  toast 
nearly  at  the  top,  as  I,  being  a  nervous  speake-,  intend  to 
say  but  little,  but  that  little,  in  the  words  of  the  song, 
"often  means  a  lot."  However,  the  sentiment  I  have  to 
offer  is  "  Success  to  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  So  iety,"  of 
-which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  president.  (Applause.) 
The  society  is  a  young  one  ;  the  soci  ty  is  a  big  one  ;  the 
society  is  a  select  one;  wnd  the  society  is  an  in-t  tut  on  which 
is,  I  am  fully  convinced,  looked  up  to  in  piscatorial  quarters, 
;and  highly  thought  of  by  kindred  clubs,  as  well  as  by  the 
journa's  reprcsentiui;  the  angling  world  generally.  (Ap- 
plause. )  I  am  very  pleas  3d  that  i  have  on  my  le  :t  hand  my 
—may  I  say  our— old  friend,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  better 
known  to  most  of  us  "  Dragnet,"  who  has  been  telling 
me  how  proud  he  is  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society. 
(Applause.)  He  has  a'so  been  sajing  many  "soft"" 
things  about  your  president,  which  I  tried  to  stop  him 
from  doing,  but  which  I  will  not  repeat  to  you,  gent  emen. 
I  dare  hope,  however,  thit  these  flatteiing  encomiums 
■which  Mr.  Howard  has  been  lavishing  upon  me  will  not 
appear  (as  he  tells  me  they  will)  in  our  valued  Fishing 
Gazette,  unless  they  redound  to  the  credit  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatoi-ial  Society.  It  is  a  society  of  which  I 
am  very  proud,  although  as  a  member  I  have  not  the  same 
opportunities  of  joining  in  the  sport  which  some  members 
have.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  many  members  who  do 
any  amount  of  fishing,  and  of  these  w  e  may  speak  later  on 
when  we  come  to  deal  with  the  prize  -winueis.  I  do  not 
wish  to  make  a  long  speech,  ani  hops  n  )body  else  will; 
"therefore  I  will  at  once  give  you  the  "  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society" — may  it  continue  to.jincrease  an-l  prosper. 
(Applause.) 

The  toast  was  enthusiastically  received.  Mi .  G.  D.  Detj- 
CHAR  repl  ed.  He  said  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,— 
In  the  first  place  allow  me,  sir,  to  thank  you  for  the  very 
Mnd  manner  in  which  you  proposed  the  toast  of  the  club. 
I  am  sure  that  the  gentlemen  who  gathered  round  Mr. 
Amphlett,  wh^n  the  idea  of  starting  the  society  was  first 
mooted,  little  thought  how  rapidly  the  baby  th  ^y  brought 
into  the  world  would  d  velop  and  attain  such  stilwart 
limbs  in  its  early  boyhood.  Certainly  the  club  has 
had  every  advantagn,  not  the  least  being  the  fact  that 
the  executive  is  composed  of  such  a  capital  body  of  sports- 
ineri,  whose  s-ole  thought  appears  to  be  the  general  welfa-e 
■of  the  club  and  its  members,  rather  tnan  the  airing  of  any 
special  fad  or  fancy.  It  is  in  this  way  that  i he  soc  ety  has 
gathered  round  it  over  100  members,  and  if  the  same 
-policy  is.  maintained,  it  needs  no  prophet  to  foretell  that 
the  contmued  prosperity  of  the  club  will  be  continue  1. 
You  are  doubtless  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  com- 
mittee are  trying  to  secure  another  stretch  of  water  for  the 
clnb._  Unfortunately,  we  are  somewhat  late  in  the  field, 
and  it  seems  a  very  difficult  matter  to  ob'ain  auy  water 
worth  having.  However,  we  must  continue  our  search, 
and  if  any  gentleman  hears  of  a  good  place  I  hope  he  will 
•bring  It  before  our  secretary's  notice.  I  might  mention 
that  we  continue  possession  of  the  pond  at  Addlestone.  I 
can  still  recollect  the  thoughts  which  came  into  my  mind  i 
when  I  first  heard  of  that  psnd.    It  was  immediatsly  after 


Mr.  Kichardson  caught  that  wondorl'ul  "wall-eyed"  pike 
there,  and  he  was  very  enthusiastic  over  t'le  place  at  that 
time,  and  gave  me  a  graphic  description.  Well,  1  conjured 
up  a  fine  large  lake  with  varied  vegetation  and  edges  and 
the  like,  forming  an  ample  margin,  and  in  and  out  of  it 
swunming  the  monsters.  Out  on  the  surface  of  the  pond 
I  pictured — 

There  the  bright  water  lilies  blow 
Their  stems  with  gorgeous  blossoms  crown'd 
Mid  shield-like  leaves  that  float  around. 
Verily,  the  place  that  I,  as  a  contemplative  angler,  had 
long  been  in  search  of.  I  have  been  there,  and  although 
facts  donot  exactly  tally  with  Mr.  Richardson's  desciption, 
still  I  would  suggest  a  visit  to  those  of  our  members  who 
have  not  been  down.  There  are  ta'es  to'd  of  part  es 
catching  twenty  or  thirty  jack  at  a  sitting,  and  what 
matter  it  if  none  of  them  come  up  to  the  23-pounder  Mr. 
Marks  sent  over  from  Ireland  ?  Look  at  the  sport — 
for  at  each  bite  there  is  the  hope  springing  eternally  in  the 
human  breast  that  at  last  we  have  the  monster  of  the 
pond.  Then,  again,  you  have  the  wonderfully  educated 
carp,  which  are  reported  to  be  in  the  pond.  Then, 
again,  you  have  heard  of  tho'e  wonderfully  eJuoated 
carp,  which  each  morning  as  soon  as  they  hear  the  milk- 
man on  his  round  leave  the  pond  and  return  in  the  evening 
in  time  for  be  1.  (Laughter.)  I  have  lately  been  poring 
over  the  books  of  travel  by  that  famous  explorer,  De 
Windt,  and  I  was  very  interested  in  reading  how  the 
Ostiaks  of  Siberia  go  fishing  for  s'^urgeon.  These  fish 
abound  in  their  watsr,  and  take  a  bait  readily  enough  at 
rnid- winter  if  thpy  only  can  b ;  per?naded  to  see  it.  But 
they  become  half  torpid,  lying  hud  lied  tojether  in 
clusters  at  the  bottom.  When  aroused  they  always  swim 
up  stream,  accordingly  the  native  cuts  a  hole  in  the  ice 
above,  and  sets  his  bait.  Then  he  entsanother  hole  below, 
makes  a  number  of  clay  balls  red  hot,  and  drops  them 
through.    The  balls  are  cold  enough  before  they  reach  the 
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sturgeon,  but  the  hissing  and  commotion  of  the  water 
alarm  them.  They  get  slowly  under  way,  and  move 
upwards,  find  the  bait,  and  take  it  at  once.  (Laughter.) 
1  think  that  is  a  tip  for  winter  barbel  fishing  which  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  handing  over  to  my  brother  members. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  Gate  gave  "The  President,"  and  referred  to 
the  high  appreciation  in  which  their  chairman  was  held 
by  alL  All  knew  and  respected  him,  and  were  fully 
ac:iuaiuted  with  his  mer'ts,  genial  conduct,  kindness  of 
heart  (more  particularly  in  connection  with  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society),  and  also  his  business  capacity  in 
helping  them  in  their  deliberati  ns.  In  these  dayj,  when 
a  man  aspire!  to  the  front  rank  in  any  bi-aoch  of  society — 
political,  social,  or  municipal — he  had  to  possess  qualities 
which  were  not  re:j[uireda  little  while  ago.  Thosequalit'es 
their  eminent  townsman  iJOSB^ss^d  in  no  ordinary  degree. 
(Applause.)  When  the  burgesses  of  the  borough  last  year 
conferred  upon  him  the  honour  they  did,  they  felt  sura 
that  he  would  carry  out  the  duties  appertaining  to  that 
high  ofiice  in  a  suitable  manner,  'lhat  confidence  was 
fully  repail,  for  in  the  most  trying  and  eventful  year  of 
Her  Majesty's  Jubilee  he  maintained  all  the  traiitions  of 
his  ofice,  lent  a  lustre  to  the  chair,  and  reflected  honour 
upon  the  borough.  When  they  unfo  tunately  lost  their 
late  president,  Lord  In  erurie,  they  were  rather  put  about 
in  finding  a  successor,  but  their  choice  was  unanimous,  and 
their  president  had  amply  justified  it.    (Appl  .use). 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  three  times  three. 

The  Chairman  thanked  th  wmp  iny  for  the  kind  recep- 
tion of  the  to  1st.  All  he  would  s  ^y  was  :  "  What  I  am,  1 
am,  and  what  I  have  done  I  have  done."  As  a  member  of 
the  b  ingstou  Piscatorial  Society,  he  'ooked  upon  all  of 
them  as  friends.  It  was  a  society  of  friends,  and  he  was 
proud  of  it.  (Applause), 

The  Chairman  then  read  letters  regretting  inability  to 
be  present  at  the  dinner  from  Mr.  B.  B.  Marston  (Fishing 
Gazette),  Mr.  William  Senior  (Field),  Dr.  Brunton,  and 
others. 


Mr.  F.  LiTTLEWooD  proposed,  "Kindred  Societies." 
He  s  lid  that  the  great  secret  of  the  success  angling  had 
attained  was  its  brotherhood,  and  that  evening  they  had  a. 
very  strong  gathering  of  members  of  di  Terent  piscatorial 
societies,  something  like  ten  or  twelve  being  represented. 
There  were  Messrs.  Davis  and  La>7rence,of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  assistant  secretary  to  the  same 
society,  and  a'so  hon.  treasurer  of  the  Wimbledon  Club, 
Mr.Towey,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Shepherds'  Bush  Angling 
Society,  Mr.  Hobbs  of  the  Henley  Preservation  Society, 
Mr.  W.  Gate,  of  the  Caxtonians,  and  last,  but  not  leaft, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  "  of  the  thousand  ani  one"  angling 
societies.  (Laughter.)  A  boy,  on  being  asked  to  define 
"  kindred,"  said  it  meant  "  kinsmen  let  me  dread."  But 
that  was  not  th  3  interpretation  they  would  put  upon  the 
word.  They  welcomed  the  representatives  of  kindred 
societies  as  their  best  friends.  (Apnlause). 

Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  replied.  He  said  he  felt  very  much  in 
the  xwsitiou  of  a  bashful  Sunday  School  teacher  did  who 
was  asked  to  pi-opose  a  vote  of  thanks  to  certain  ladies 
who  had  assisted  at  a  charity  bazaar.  The  teacher  got  up 
and  began  :  "  Ladies  and  gentlemen, — 1  don't  know  what 
to  say — what  shall  I  say  ?  "  A  young  urchin  at  the  back 
of  the  building  thereupon  shouted  out,  "  Say  Amen,  and 
sit  down."  (Laughter.)  He  wished  they  would  let  him 
off  as  easily,  for  he  was  sure  that  they  had  read  enough  of 
his  effusions  in  the  columns  of  the  Thames  Angling  ycw.< 
of  late,  and  would  like  a  change.  However,  he  would  say 
this,  that  kindred  societies  were  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  But  there  was  no  need  for  him  to  teU  them 
that  the  rivers  fished  were  not  increasing.  Something 
must  be  done  to  ensure  sport  for  the  coming  generation  of 
anglers.  Two  things  must  be  mentioned  as  assisting 
towards  this  desirable  state  of  things.'  Firstly,  gross 
weight  competitions  should  be  abolished ;  and,  secondly, 
societies  which  worked  to  restoik  the  rivers  —  like  the 
Thames  Restocking  Association — should  be  largely  sup- 
ported. It  was  no  news  to  those  present  that  tons  of  fish 
were  caught  in  the  Thames  alone  every  year  to  be  taken 
home  and  cither  relegated  to  the  dustbin  or  given  to  the 
cat.  This  ought  not  to  be,  and  if  clubs  fished,  like  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  only  for  specimens  6ueh 
wanton  waste  would  to  a  certain  extent  be  prevented. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Then  every  society  should  aid  with  funds 
associations  which  restock  the  waters  fished.  In  the 
words  of  a  song  : 

If  yoa  want  to  keep  taking  them  out, 
.^d  to  know  that  there's  plenty  about, 
Yoa  must  ground  bait  with  tin 
And  keep  puttojg  'cm  in. 

or  yoar  sport  in  the  Thames  will  be  "  nowt  " 
(Applause.)  He  was  delighted  to  hear  the  really  excellent 
account  given  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  and  he 
wisheJ  most  heartUy  that  their  numbers  might  still 
f  ;irther  increase,  that  they  would  meet  with  good  sxwrt  in 
the  coming  seasou,  have  the  best  of  weather,  and  a  hand- 
some prize  list  into  the  bargain.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Hobbs,  of  Henley,  also  replied.  He  said  that  the 
preservation  society  he  represented  had  done  its  best  with 
the  small  income  it  had  ani  the  limited  support  it  received, 
within  a  very  large  radius.  London  anglers  were  specially 
appealed  to,  as  their  interests  were  studied  in  every  way — 
though  they  were  not  able  to  get  the  swans  removed  from 
the  river,  they  spent  a  large  sum  in  fixing  wire  netting 
round  the  bows  where  the  spawning  places  were.  This 
would  be  a  great  protection  to  the  fish  spawn,  which  is 
quite  evi  dent  from  the  quantity  which  might  te  Been 
deposited  behind  th;se  screens.  He  felt  that  the 
preservation  societies  d-d  not  meet  with  the  support 
they  deserved.  (A  voice  :  "  They  don't.)  The  col- 
lection made  from  the  various  London  clnbs  this 
year  was  very  mu;h  smaller  than  kit,  and  as,  speaking 
for  the  Henley  Association,  they  did  their  utmost 
to  spend  it  .so  as  to  obtain  the  best  result  they  were  mnch 
discouraged.  Even  one  of  the  Kingston  members  (Mr. 
Hankins)  was  obliged  to  go  to  Henley  to  capture  the  8Ib. 
p:ke  which  won  him  the  hinJsome  cup  given  by  the  chair- 
man. This  evidenced  the  good  which  had  resulted  from 
the  operations  of  the  Henley  Association,  and  the  stock  of 
fish  which  might  be  found  at  that  place.    (App  au  e.) 

Mr.  John  R.  Richardso.v  prop  •sed  "The  "Visitors." 
He  said  that  if  any  visitors  present  wished  to  join  a 
thoroughly  good  angling  society,  they  could  not  do  better 
than  "weigh  in"  in  the  K.P.S.  (Htar,  bar.)  The 
gentleman  with  whose  nanio  the  toast  was  coupled — 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette — they  all 
knew.  That  journal  had  supported  anglers  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  pushed  forward  their  interests.  Nothing  ■ 
appeared  in  it  which  was  not  to  the  advantage  of  all 
anglers.  Mr.  Howard  was  very  much  esteem  d  at  head- 
quarters— indeed,  he  was  the  editor's  r  ght  hand  man. 
He  (the  speaker)  thought  the  toast  should  have  been 
■'  Our  Friends  "  instead  of  "  Our  Vi  iters,"  for  all  knew 
"  Dragnet"  to  be  a  rare  good  sort  in  every  8ens«  of  the 
word.  (Applause.) 

The  toast  wa«  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  responded,  thanking  th(>m  for  the 
flattering  reception  he  had  met  with,  and  the  great  kind- 
ness he  had  experienced  from  their  a,ble  chairman  and  all 
present.  He  was  glad  to  see  that  he  was  a  welcome 
visitor,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  wonld  live,  grow,  and  prosper,  and  continue  to 
maintain  the  influential  position  it  now  undoubtedly  held 
in  ihe  piscatorial  world.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  then  prop  "sed  the  "  Prize-winners,"  and 
hoped  that  during  the  coming  season  the  new  members 
would  take  more  part  in  the  competitions,  and  carry  off 
some  of  the  prizes. 

Mr.  PiNCOTT  Hill  responded ,  and  admitted  that  tha 
competitions  had  been  very  keen. 

Mr.  H.  G-  Hankins,  who  also  repl'ed,  eaid  that  he 
was  very  pleased  to  have  won  the  Mayor's  silver  cup, 
especially  as  it  had  been  presented  during  the  Jubile& 
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year,  and  several  improvcnieiits  liad  been  started  iu  tlie 
town  uri(?er  Mr.  Homersliani's  reunne. 

The  pri/es  were  tlitn  pr  seiiteil,  the  three  principal  ones 
■being  <a1>en  by  Messrs  Marks  (eilver  cap),  Hankins  (silver 
cnp)  a' d  R  Howes  (bcok     fl'es,  from  Mrs  Richardson). 

The  Chairman  then  gave  the  "Eon.  Ij'ec.  and  other 
OflBcers." 

Mr.F,  H  AMPHi,ETT,iu  reply,  said  that  the  membership 
of  the  society  was  107,  and  amongst  the  n-embeisihere  was 
not  one  jarring  note.  B  o  thought  the  old  and  new  members 
had  competed  ior  the  prizes,  and  this  was  proved  by  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Gordon's  cTiallenge  cup  had  not  been  won, 
no  member  having  taken  two  fir,- 1  piizcs.  In  addition  ti> 
this,  nine  members'  had  won  a  fiist  prize  each.  He  was 
gratified  to  fit  d  thaf  their  able  chairman  had  been  sworn 
in  on  the  previous  Wednesday  as  a  justice  of  tue  peace 
— (.Applause)— and  the  scciety  ought  to  redeem  their 
promise  to  him  by  holding  as  soon  as  possible  a  concert  on 
behalf  of  the  new  Kingston  Hospital.  Unfortunately  for 
the  K.P.S.  they  had  not  secu'ed  any  benefits  from  the 
"privilege  (iek<ts,''  and  he  (the  speaker)  thought  now 
that  the  foc'ety  had  grown  so  large  they  miglt,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Anchor  Society  and  the  Wimbledon 
i'iscat'  rial  Societv,  be  able  to  induce  the  railway  company 
to  grant  th  m  privileges,  finally,  he  proposed  that  Mr. 
Vincent  Bell,  Mr.  Malcolm  Cook,  and  Mr.  Gnille  be 
members  qf  the  soo-'ety  ;  and  he  announced,  amid  loud 
chee's,  that  Mr.  "John  Bickerdyke"  had  decided  to 
allow  hims-'f  t  >  be  nominated  as  president  of  the  T.R.A. 

It  only  remains  to  be  added  that  an  admirable  musical 
programme  was  provided,  songs,  &c.,  being  down  to  lo 
given  by-Messrs.  F.  Arthur,  W.  H.  Cate,  B.  Houghton, 
C.  Lea,  R.  W.  Nightinga'e,  R.  Blake,  C.  Canfcley,  Fred 
Edwards,  Inee  Mack  Olllve,  Percy  Maitland,  and  Mr. 
J.  H.  Shearcroft.  Mr.  Fred  Edwards  deserves  a  wo-d  tu 
himself  tor  his  inimitable  '"comics."  Mr.  H.  Anib'ose 
act^d  as  pianist.  The  Hon.  bee,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett, 
and  his  assistant,  Mr.  F.  Littlewood,  with  the  committee 
generally,  worked  hard  to  make  the  gathering  a  success, 
and  certain  is  it  that  the  annual  dinner  of  1898^111  long 
be  regarded  as  a  red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  the 
Kingston  1  iscatorial  Scciety. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon-street 
Hotel  on  Wednesday,  March  30,  Mr.  C.  O.  IMinch'n  in 
the  chair.  A  discussion  took  jJaee  on  privileges,  &c., 
an.i  the  Secretary  announced  that  special  privileges,  both 
for  hotels  and  boatmen,  had  been  arranged.  The  meeting 
decided  that  the  hon.  sec.  should  write  to  Deal,  that 
the  agents  outside  notice  board  be  altered,  so  as  to  give 
the  present  hon.  secretary's  address  and  the  official  address 
of  the  oflice.  Mr.  Clarke  announced  that  Mr.  Chesham 
wou'd  exhibit  next  week  or  the  week  after  the  fin  of  the 
weaver  (Trac/imus  vipero).  -Mr.  Browning  s'ated  the 
particulars  about  some  very  fine  t-out  fishing  across  the 
sea,  which,  though  not  sea-fishing,  might  be  of  ibterest  to 
members.  The  Chairman  read  a  notice  stating  that  the 
missing  H.M.S.  Rapid  lad  been  sighted  off  Plymouth, 
about  which  great  anxiety  had  been  felt.  The  draft  of 
the  proposed  "  Sea  Fisheiies  Act "  was  road  to  the  meeting, 
and  an  interesting  discussion  took  place.  Mr.  Hnssey  read 
from  the  agenda  of  the  National  Sea  Fisheries  Associati'm 
the  following :  "That  n  the  best  interests  of  the  fish'ug  trade 
of  the  United  Kingdom ,  an  earnejt  effort  should  be  n  ade  to 
check  the  veiy  considerable  destnrotion  of  unmarketable 
flat  fish,  which  is  continiially  going  on,  and  this  conference 
is  of  opinion  that  the  best  means  of  doing  so  is  embodied 
in  Part  I.  of  the  FisV  cries  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  intro- 
duced into  Parliament  by  the  Board  of  Trade  last  session, 
and  urgently  a-ks  the  support  of  all  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment representing  fishery  constituences  to  the  Bill  when 
re-infrodirced  this  session."  Proi  osed  by  Mr.  Hussey, 
seconded  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Lane,  "That  the  ttembers  pre- 
sent, having  h  ard  the  provisions  of  the  draft  of  the 
Fisheries  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  1897,  are  of  opiirion  that 
any  Billon  theliiiesof  Part  I.  is  not  snffic'outto  adecjuately 
■deal  with  the  destruction  of  immature  fish."  The  ion. 
secretary  pointed  out  one  or  twj  defects  in  the  Bill, 
notfbly  tte  c  rtificate  conferring  immunity,  but  also  said 
that -on  the  principle  that  half  a  loaf  was  better  than  ro 
bread,  he  thought  that  the  Bill  was  a  move  in  the  right 
direction.  The  chairman  spoke  also  on  the  subjeit  of  the 
certificate,  p'oper  rewards  being  given  for  convictions, 
and  _  penal  ies  being  ai'ranged  for  the  deliberate 
landing  of  imma<ure  fish.  Further,  that  this  matter 
concerned  Members  of  Parliament  representing  poor  con- 
stituences where  food  was  yearly  being  enhanced  in  value. 
— The  Horr.  Sec.  proposed  an  amendment,  and  Mr.  E. 
McFee  seconded,  "  That  until  the  society  is  in  a  position 
to  adequately  discuss  the  matter  it  be  adjourned  sine  die," 
and  this  was  carried  nem.  com. — Mr.  Parker  -Irooght 
before  the  mjmb  i-s  an  apparatus  lor  winding  spare 
lines,  made  by  Messrs.  Hardy,  ard  sold  at  a  very  moderate 
cost.  The  Hon.  i^ec.  announced  that,  owing  to  a  prior 
engagement,  T.  T.  Bucknill,  Es'i.,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  would  be 
unable  to  take  the  vice-chair.  Mr,  G.  Wheeler  showed 
some  excellent  micro  copic  preparations,  especially  one  of 
Amphioscus  tanc(olatus,  a  very  low  form  of  fish  life.— The 
usual  vote  of  thants  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Charlks  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Ar  a  well-attended  meeting,  Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham  in 
the  chair,  two  gentltmen  were  proposed  for  membership. 
One  new  member  was  flncted  who  will  add  lustre  to  the 
Society.  Fur; her  additions  were  made  to  the  library  by 
purchase  and  also  by  presentation.  Mr.  Goodnin  reported 
roach  from  Kelvedon  ;  Mr.  Gray,  roach,  from  Kclvedon  ; 


and  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  pike. — The  opening  dinner  cu  the 
Chesham  water  will  take  place  next  Saturday.  A  fair 
number  will  lo  there,  and  it  is  hoped  a  few  trout  may  bo 
creeled  if  the  weather  turns  a  liitle  warmer.  Dinner  will 
take  niace  at  the  Black  Horse  at  5  p.m.  Trains  leave 
Baker  Street  11.37,  1.37,  2.10  and  3.37,  rotirrningto  town, 
"."20,  8.8,  !>.0  and  10.8.  Any  member  intending  to  join 
will  please,  if  possible,  let  ti  e  hon.  sec.  know,  so  that  he 
may  wire  if  necessary.  All  communications  to  Hon.  Sec, 
Mcorgate  Station  Chambers,  E.C.       AtEX.  Wright. 


.SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
ANNUAL  DINNER  AT  BRIGHTON. 
The  eighth  annual  dinner  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial 
Society  was  held  in  the  Saloon  ht  the  Royal  Pavilion, 
Brighton,  March  24.  The  Mayor  (Sir  John  Blsker.  J.P.) 
presided,  and  his  Worship  was  supported  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
Clark,  J.P.,  Mr.  G.  F.  Attree,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  Lieut.-Col. 
P.  C.  Parsons,  Capt.  H.  M.  Welsford,  and  many  other 
gentlemen. 

The  Demon  Influenza. 

The  loyal  toast  having  bef-n  drunk,  Mr.  Booth 
announced  that  a  considerable  number  of  letters  expressing 
inability  to  attend  had  been  reci  ived,  the  cause  of  absence 
in  most  cases  being  the  demon  influenza.  Sir  Rajmond 
Burrell,  Mr.  Charles  Sergison,  Mr.  R.  A.  Bevan,  J. P., 
Alderman  Betting,  J. P.,  and  Mr.  Wilson  Tickle,  and  the 
whole  of  the  riparian  owners  were  among  those  unable  to 
be  present.  The  Mayor,  in  a  humorous  spe<ch,  proposed 
"  The  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  " — the  toast  of  the 
evening.  The  society,  he  said,'  was  of  an  educational 
Chirac  er,  and  education  in  this  matter  was  quite  as 
impoitmt  as  it  was  in  nany  other  of  those  svibj<  cts  in 
■nhioh  they  were  so  anxious  to  train  both  young  and  grown 
up  people.  So  important  had  it  become  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  enabled  the  local  authorities  round  the  coast  of 
England  to  provide  that  education  cut  c  f  the  rates,  for 
they  were  now  able  to  foim  fishery  districts,  partly  to 
protect  the  young  fishes,  and  therefore  to  prefect  and 
cheapen  the  food  of  the  peojyle.  (Applause.)  But  what- 
ever the  local  authorities  might  be  enabled  to  do  in  this 
direction,  he  was  satisfied  that  voluntary  associations,  such 
as  the  one  under  whose  auspices  they  were  met  that  night, 
would  do  far  more  good  than  they  could.  (Applause.) 
Then  came  the  question  of  sport.  All  sportsmen,  it  had 
been  said,  were  good  qien. 

The  Cat  Dissents. 
[At  this  point  the  well  known  Pavilion  cat  took  up  a  position 
behind  the  Mayor  and  "mewed"  with  great  emphasis, 
the  company,  if  one  might  judge  from  their  laughter, 
evidently  considering  its  lemaikf  very  much  to  the  point.  J 
The  Mayor  assured  his  hearers  it  was  all  right — the  Cor- 
poration cat  had  merely  said  "  Hear,  hear."  (Renewed 
laughter.)  He  was  always  pleased,  he  added,  to  meet  a 
body  of  sportsmen,  especially  of  the  county  of  Sussex,  and 
he  could  assure  them  it  gave  him  much  pleasure  to  be 
present  as  their  guest  that  evening.  (Applause.)  He 
associated  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth, 
of  whom  he  proceeded  to  speak  in  very  high  terms, 
A  Successful  Society. 

Mr.  W.  F,  Booth,  in  reply,  said  he  was  sure  they  were 
very  much  obliged  to  Sir  John  for  sparing  the  time  to 
come  and  preside  over  them'  again.  (Applause.)  There 
were  very  tew  prospectuses,  Mr.  Booth  went  on  to  say,  of 
which  it  could  be  said  they  had  realised  all  the  objects 
they  originally  set  before  the  public.  (Hear,  hear.)  But 
the  members  of  that  society  could  do  so,  and  do  it  trutl  - 
fully.  Seven  years  ago  that  society  was  established,  aid 
from  its  objects  it  had  to  promote  in  every  way  legitimate 
freshwater  and  sea  angling  and  kindred  subjects, 
including  natural  history,  fish  culture,  aquarium  keeping, 
and  for  these  purposes  to  rent  and  stock  suitable  waters, 
and  in  time  to  establish  fish  hatcheries,  &c.  In  the 
seventh  annual  report  of  tTie  society  was  the  following 
paragraph:  "Freshwater  and  sea  angling  are  freely 
indulged  in  by  the  members,  owing  to  the  facilities 
afforded  by  this  society.  The  study  of  natural  history  is 
also  encouraged  as  far  as  possible  by  collecting  and 
exhibiting  at  headquarters  preserved  natural  objects  of 
piscatorial  interest,  and  by  the  excellent  works  of 
reference  to  be  found  in  the  society's  library.  Fish 
culture  has  for  years  been  carried  on  upon  a  small 
scale ;  and  now  the  possession  of  the  rearing  stream 
or  fish  hatchery,  in  addition  to  our  store  ponds, 
will  give  a  further  impettis  to  this  branch  of  endeavour. 
A  handsome  tank  aquarium  has  for  some  time  been  an 
attraction  at  headquarters,  while  the  waters  that  are 
rented  and  stocked  by  the  society  are  tco  well  known  to 
call  for  mention."  This  was  a  most  satisfactory  state  of 
affairs  to  those  who  called  themselves  the  founders  of  the 
society.  He  assured  them  that  they  did  not  mean  to  rest, 
but  meant  to  develop  what  they  had  already  accomplished. 
Of  coarse  fish  24,398  had  been  placed  in  the  waters  of 
the  society,  and  during  the  last  year  they  had  also  placed 
in  their  waters  2915  trout  and  eigh  y-nine  CaKfornian 
salmon.  He  did  not  think  there  was  another  society  in 
the  United  Kingdom  which  could  make  such  a  boast. 
(Applause.)  They  had  made  arrangf  ments  for  a  reariiig 
stream,  and  had  fitted  it  up  excellently,  and  they  hoped 
to  keep  Horsted  Keynes  lake  supplied  from  that  source. 
(Applause.)  The  committee  were  doing  their  very  b^t 
for  tne  society,  but  they  did  not  expect  to  please  every- 
body. With  regard  to  Horsted  Keynes  water,  which 
would  be  thrown  open  to  the  members  this  year,  tley 
were  told  by  some  gentlemen  that  they  were  nbt 
behaving  well  in  not  allowing  very  much  more  freedom 
in  catching  trout  there,  while  others  told  them  it 
was  utter  fooh'shness  to  allow  fishing  there,  con- 
sidering the  lake  had  only  been  stocked  a  year.  As 
he  had  said,  the  committee  could  not  please  every- 


body, andj  while  doing  their  best,  they  felt  inclined  tc 
take  to  heart  the  Italian  proverb,  "  They  say,  what  d  - 
they  say  ?  let  them  say,"  He  ought  to  say  that  they  had 
the  use  of  one  pnnt  and  seven  boats,  and  another  evidence 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  society  was  the  fact  that  the 
entrance  fee,  which  at  the  beginning  was  5s.,  had  been 
raised  to  £2  2b.  In  conclusion,  he  said  a  great  compli- 
ment had  been  paid  the  society  by  the  unsolicited  election 
of  its  hon.  secretary  as  a  member  of  the  new  Salmon 
Fishery  Board,  which  hoped  to  do  great  things  for  the 
river  Adur.  (Applause.)  Mr.  J.  J.  Clark  proposed  "  The 
Ofiicers,"  speaking  in  complimentary  terms  particularly 
of  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  W.F.  Booth,  and  the  curator  of 
the  society's  collection,  Mr.  F.  Mascall.  Mr.  W.  F. 
Goodwin  replied.  Mr.  G.  F.  Attree  gave  "  The  Visitors,  ' 
making  partictJar  mention  of  Mr.  Tod,  who  had  so  kindly 
instructed  the  young  anglers  in  the  way  to  cast  a  fly.  To  • 
this  toast  Mr,  Robertson  and  Mr,  E,  M.  Tod  replied. 
Mr.  Tod  said  he  thanked  them  for  coupling  his  name  with 
the  toast  of  the  guests.  The  lessons  in  fly  casting  which 
he  had  given  had  given  him  much  pleasnre,  but  not  so 
much  as  they  would  have  done  had  they  been  by  the  river- 
side, which  he  hoped  might  be  the  case  next  time.  Mr. 
Snell  submitted  "The  Riparian  Owners,"  who,  he  said, 
were  an  excellent  set  of  men.  He  was  glad  to  notice  that 
the  list  of  riparian  owners  grew  larger,  and  that  this  year 
Sir  Raymond  Burrell,  whose  waters  would  be  a  great 
acquisition  to  the  society,  had  been  added,  (Applause.) 
A  capital  musical  programme  was  carried  out  during  the 
evening,  those  contributing  including  Mr,  C.  T.  West, 
Mr,  W.  Lauder,  Signer  Lardelli,  Mr,  W.  Jenner,  Lieut.- 
Col.  F.  C.  Parsons,  and  Mr.  Clark,  jun. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS, 
GREAT  EASTERN  RAILIVAT. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap  - 
excursion  bookings  on  Thursday,  April  7,  from  London 
(Liverpool-street),  &c.,  via  the  cathedral  cities  of  Ely  and 
Lincoln,  to  Doncaster,  York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scar- 
borough, Darlington,  Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glas- 
gow, &c.,  also  to  the  principal  towns  served  by  their  trains 
in  Cambridge,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk.  A  special  booking 
cfBce  wiU  he  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street  Station  from 
April  4  to  7  for  the  issue  of  ordinary  tickets  and  of  tourist, 
fortnightly,  and  'Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Tues- 
day cheap  tickets  to  the  seaside  for  use  on  forward  dates. 
Tickets  may  also  be  obtained  in  advance  at  the  company's 
West-end  offices,  2,  Cockspur-street,  Trafalgar-square;  51, 
New  Oxford-street ;  215,  Edgware-road ;  and  120, 
Brompton-road ;  and  at  their  other  City  and  West-end 
booking  offices.  In  addition  te  relieving  trains,  special' 
trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  on  Thursday  at 
8,20  a.m.,  1.35,  4.10,  and  7.12  p.m.  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth^ 
Lowestoft,  &c. ;  at  1.30p.m.  to  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer, 
&c. ;  at  1.30  and  4.10  p.m.  to  Walton-on-Naze ;  and  at  1.30, 
4.10  p.m.,  and  12.3  night  (supper  train)  to  Clactcn-on- 
Sea,  On  Good  Friday,  at  5.10  a.m.,  to  Colchester,. 
Ipswich,  &c. ;  and  at  8.55  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  &c..  For  the  accommodation  of  persons  de- 
tained at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  11. .50' 
p  m.  for  Norwich  via  Cambridge  ;  and  at  11  55  p.m.  for 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  On  Easter  Monday 
special  excursion  trains  will  run  from  St.  Pancras  to^ 
Cambridge,  Ely,  and  Yarmouth;  and  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on- 
Naze,  Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  he 
issued  to  Epping  Forest,  Broxboume,  and  Rye  House.  A 
special  service  of  trains  wUl  be  run  from  Liverpool-street,. 
Fenchnrch-street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  ani 
frcm  Liverpool-street  to  Bye  House. 


HIGH-CLASS  TOILET  SOAPS. 

Messrs,  Lever  Brothers,  Limited,  the  well-known' 
manufacturers  of  Sunlight  Soap,  knowing  that  there  ie  a 
strong  demand  for  absolutely  pure  and  neutral  toilet 
EC  aps,  have  for  years  past  devoted  the  closest  thought  and: 
attention  to  the  consideration  of  the  best_  methods  for 
their  manufacture.  In  furtherance  of  this^  object,  no- 
€  xpense  has  be  en  spared  to  overcome  all  the  initial  difBcul- 
lies  of  an  entirely  new  process,  and  they  have  now 
succeeded  in  producing  a  quality  in  toilet  soaps  beyond 
Iheir  most  sanguine  expectations.  These  have  just  been- 
placed  on  the  market,  and  from  the  samples  we  have 
lefore  us  of  their  "  Starlight "  Royal  Toilet  Soap,  we  feel 
we  can  safely  endorse  all  the  statements  made  by  Messrs. 
Lever  Brothers,  Limited,  in  reference  to  the  superb- 
quality  of  the  soap  and  the  delicacy  of  the  perfume.  The 
privilege  which  this  gigantic  fii  m  of  soap  manufacturers 
for  many  years  has  enjoyed  of  holding  "  By  Special  Royal 
Warrant "  the  appointment  of  soapmakers  to  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen,  combined  with  the  high  reputation  that  their 
laundry  soaps  have  earned  with  those  who  use  them,  is  a 
guarantee  of  what  may  be  expected  in  their  toilet  soaps, 
••  Starlight"  Royal  Toilet  Soap  is  guaranteed  to  be  aa 
absolutely  pure  soap,  a  soothing  emolb'ent,  and  a  perfect 
tonic  for  the  skin,  whilst  it  is  handsomely  packtd  and 
deliciously  perfumed;  in  fact,  "Starlight"  Soap  is 
expected  to  be  for  the  toilet  all  that  "  Sunlight"  Soap- 
is  tor  the  kundry. 


NATIONAL  SEA  FISHERIES  PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  seventeenth  aimual  meeting  of  the  National  Sej 
Fisheries  Protection  Association  was  held  on  Wedmesday 
last  at  Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge,  Srr  Edward 
Birkbeck,  M  P.,  in  the  chair.  The  accounts  for  the  past 
year  were  presented  and  passed,  and  other  business  re- 
ceived attention.  'On  the  following  day  a  conference  ot 
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hose  iiitei-ested  in  tbe  sea  fisliing  industry  was  held  under 
the  sec  ety's  anspiees,  at  the  same  pla?e,  and  under  the 
same  chairman.  Many  m?mbers  of  Parliaiuent  besides 
the  p  esident  were  in  atteudance,  and  spoke  on  the  im- 
portant mat.ers  before  tue  conferenes.  J  ha  Eight  Hon. 
J.  Lcwtber,  Col.  Brookt'eld,  Mr.  J.  V.  Ric-kett,  and  many 
other  gentlemen  addressed  the  conference  on  the  question 
of  the  proposed  Fishery  Bill,  and  while  some  difference  of 
opinion  existed  as  to  d>:t:ils,  in  principle  most  of  them 
w  re  agreed.  The  urjent  necessity  of  some  protective 
leg's'atiou  for  our  sea  fisheries  was  aduii  ted  on  all  hands, 
and  although  one  or  two  speakers  fro  n  sea  fishing  districts 
were  not  quite  agreed  as  to  the  best  course  to  pur.sue  in 
the  presjnt  crisis,  the  meeting  was  practically  ixtauiinons 
as  to  the  magnituie  of  the  evil  to  which  the  recliless 
des'ruction  of  immature  tish  is  giving  v  se  The  figares 
quoted  by  Mr.  Douihty,  M.P.  for  Great  Grimsby,  were 
mo  it  insTuctive,  and  showed  cleai-ly  the  necessity  for  a 
che.k  on  the  destructive  fishing  policy  at  present  prevailing. 
The  other  matters  di-:cussed,  telegraphic  communication, 
the  rule  of  the  road  at  sea,  &c  ,  have  but  little  interest  for 
angle- s,  but  there  can  be  none  who  will  not  welcome  the 
efforts  of  the  association  in  the  direction  of  putting  a  stop 
to  1  he  destruction  of  small  fish,  to  which  again  and  agciin 
attention  has  been  callsd  in  these  columns. 


Iptovinctal  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

For  some  eighteen  months  the  genei'al  secretary  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  has  been  in  communication 
with  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  and  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council  with  a  view  of  getting  increased  repre- 
sentatives on  the  board,  but  up  to  the  present  all  efforts 
have  been  fruitless  in  this  direction.  The  names  of  two 
gentlemen  were  forwarded  and  acknowledged  by  the 
clerk  of  the  county  council,  but  very  little  notice  has  been 
taken  of  the  application.  The  county  council,  I  have 
been  informed,  held  their  annual  meeting  at  Worcester 
on  Monday,  March  21,  and  the  claims  of  the  anglers 
were  ignored.  This  is  ro  more  than  I  expected,  as  the 
county  council  and  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  are  as  one 
family,  the  chairman  of  both  bodies  being  the  same  ;  and 
from  the  antagonism  shown  by  this  certain  gentleman  to 
the  claims  of  the  coarse  fishermen,  it  will  be  readily  under- 
stood why  their  claims  have  not  received  the  con- 
sideration that  we,  in  common  fairness,  expected. 
But,  still,  we  have  one  grain  of  comfort  to  know  that  the 
county  council  have,  though  I  take  it  more  by  inadvertence, 
elected  a  gentleman  in  the  person  of  Mr.  W.  Adams,  of 
Sparkhill,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Mermaid  Piscatorials, 
to  serve  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  This  gentleman, 
as  a  member  of  the  Birmingham  Association,  will  support 
Messrs.  Coles  and  Wingfield  to  uphold  the  claims  of  the 
coarse  fi^shermen,  he  being  in  favour  of  all  that  the  two 
latter  gentlemen  have  so  long  been  lighting  for.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  board  will  be  anxiously  looked 
forward  to,  as  perhaps  other  new  members  may  be  found 
to  assist  our  reprejentatives  in  bringing  about  a  reforma- 
tion. Th9  Wolverhampton  atd  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciition,  which  meet  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Snow  Hill, 
Wolverhampton,  have  taken  a  grand  stretch  of  the  river 
Penk,  running  through  the  estate  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Perry,  at 
Dunston.  The  water  is  and  has  been  strictly  preserved, 
and  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  tbe  best  fishing 
rivers  in  the  Midlands.  The  committee  are  to  be  ccn- 
gratulated  upon  their  success  in  acquiring  this  grand 
stretch  of  water,  as  there  is  every  prospect  of  it  yielding 
sport  of  a  first  class  order.  Anyone  withiog  to  join  this 
flourishing  society  should  apply  to  Mr.  W.  Colman,  secre- 
tary. The  entrance  fee  and  contributions  are  very  nominal. 
The  coarse  lish  season  that  has  just  ended  has,  taking  it 
on  the  whole,  been  very  satisfactory.  The  takes  of  roach, 
bream,  and  pike  hive  been  very  satisfactory,  and  some 
very  good  specimen  fish  of  the  three  classes  named  have 
been  taken  by  our  members,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
the  clnbs  have  become  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  walls  of 
their  rooms  are  lha  suitable  resting  places  for  all  kinds  of 
fish  that  are  worthy  of  setting  up.  With  this  in  view 
several  of  our  clubs  have  instituted  a  fund  for  the  purpose, 
the  result  being  that  the  individual  taking  a  good  fish 
hands  it  over  to  his  particular  club,  who  defrays  the 
expanse  by  this  aeins.  Our  clubs  in  the  near  future  will 
be  able  to  have  a  decent  show  of  specimen  fish.  The  pike 
fishing  has  been  very  good  during  the  season  ;  this  was  no 
doubi  owing  to  the  mild  winter.  Perch  fishing  has  been 
very  pjor ;  in  fact,  this  class  of  fish  in  the  Midlands  gets 
smaller  every  year,  and  very  few  over  lib.  have 
been  taken.  The  best  specimen  fish  weighed-in  at 
our  clubs  was  that  of  Mr.  W.  Haskey,  of  the  Aston 
Britannia  Society,  whose  fish  weighed  21b.  2foz. 
The  membsrs  of  tne  Tenby  Piscatorials  turned  up  in  lull 
force  on  Sattu-day  evening  last  to  do  justice  to  their 
seventh  annual  dinner,  which  was  served  up  in  good  style 
by  Host  Cottrell.  The  after-dinner  programme  was  of  a 
moit  enjoyable  character,  and  Mr.  G.  King,  the  genial 
president  of  the  society,  did  all  in  his  power  to  make  all 
his  members  at  home.  The  Camden  Society  held  a  soiree 
at  the  Camden-street  Board  Schools,  in  aid  of  the  club's 
prize  fund,  on  the  26th  ult. ;  the  affair  was  a  gcanl 
success,  a  profit  of  over  £8  being  realised.  The  Vine 
Unity  held  their  second  concert,  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund, 
on  Tuesday  evening  last.  The  room  was  crowed  to  excess. 
A  splendid  night's  entertainment  was  given,  which  was 
very  mujh  appreciated.  A  substantial  sum  will  be  handtd 
over  to  the  fund. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

There  is  an  old  angling  say'ng  in  Derbyshire  (and 
probably  t Is 3 nherr)  that  after  a  wet  and  floody  autumn 
and  winter  there  will  be  a  good  trout  season,  and  after  a 


dry,  hard,  frosty  autumn  and  winter  there  will  be  a  bad 
cn9.  The  former  conditions  of  weather  prevailed  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  last  autumn  and  nearly  up  to  Christmas ; 
and  as  there  have  baen  few,  if  any,  seveio  frosts  since 
then,  there  ought  to  be,  if  the  saying  holds  good  a  good 
tioit  season  thi.s  year;  and  so  far  as  Derbyshire  fighing 
streams  are  concerned,  there  seems  to  ba  every  probability 
of  there  being  one.  Ihe  streams  generally  are  well  stocked 
with  fish,  and  they  have  been  well  scoured  by  recent  rains 
and  the  melting  of  snow  on  the  hills.  The  opening  of  the 
season  on  the  iJerwent  and  many  of  its  subsidiary  waters, 
on  March  25,  was  amidst  blinding  snow  showers  and  furious 
noith-east  winds,  which  kept  even  the  most  enthusiastic 
arglers  from  the  banks  of  tQe  streams.  Not  until  Sunday 
night  did  the  wild  weather  abate,  so  that  the  days  since 
have  not  been  altogether  unfavourable  for  trolling  and 
bottom  angling.  Some  nice  fish  have  bsen  taken  from  the 
Amber  and  the  smaller  streams,  but  none  of  them  of  large 
size.  Heavier  fish  have  been  captured  by  trolling  and 
bottom  fishing  with  worms  on  various  lengths  of 
the  Derwent,  amongst  them  being  some  fine  Loch- 
levens,  Thos3  fish  are  at  present  in  much  better  con- 
dition than  the  brown  trout.  Scarcely  anything  has 
been  done  with  the  fly  so  far,  but  a  few  brace  have  been 
killed  by  fly  anglers  on  some  of  the  mill  ponds.  The 
season  on  the  Dove  and  the  Wye  opens  to-day,  April  1. 
Tbe  last  mentioned  river  is  perhaps  the  earliest  and  best  of 
our  streams  for  the  early  April  days,  and  Easter  holiday 
anglers  proposing  to  visit  that  water  should,  to  prevent 
disappointment,  at  once  apply  for  tickets  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Rutland  Arms,  Bakewell ;  or  to  the  Pea- 
cock, at  Eowsley.  There  ara  only  eight  rods  per  day 
allotted  to  the  public.  The  follotving  flies  will  be  found 
useful:  Red  FJy,  Claret  Bumble,  Cockwiog  Dun,  and 
Furnace.  Fishing  closa  to  the  banks,  where  are  the  best 
feeding  places,  and  between  twelve  o'clock  and  four, 
which  is  the  best  feeding  time,  will  no  doubt  prove  success- 
ful.   Weather  favourable  and  promising. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  fair  sized  trout  have  been  met  with  above 
Hempholme  in  tha  upper  stretches,  but  chiefly  takeo  with 
the  worm.  On  Good  Friday  seven  matches,  by  our  local 
societies,  will  be  fished  on  the  river,  between  Wawneferry 
and  Hull  Bridge,  and  on  Saturday  the  Clarence  A  S.  fish 
at  Weelferry,  and  Amos  and  Smith's  employes  at  Hull 
Bridge.  The  South  Holderness  drains  are  also  reported  in 
good  condition,  and  on  Saturday  next  the  East  Hull  and 
East  Riding  Angling  Societies  will  open  their  season  on 
the  Winestead  drains,  at  Patrington ;  and  the  Izaak 
Waltoa  A.S.  on  the  Burstwick  drain,  at  Hedon,  The 
Kingston  Angling  and  Recreation  Society  held  their 
annuil  dinner  at  their  clubhouse,  in  Cumberland-street, 
Councillor  W.  G.  Wharram  occupying  the  chair ;  and 
during  tlie  evening  Mr.  Harry  Wilson  was  the  racipient  of 
a  gold-headed  walking  stick,  as  a  mirk  of  esteem  from  the 
members.  The  next  council  meeting  of  the  Hull 
Amalgamated  Ajiglers'  Association  will  be  held  at  the 
Queen's  Hotel  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  chair  to  be 
taken  at  8  o'clock.  The  annual  soiree  ani  ball  of 
the  Alexandra  Angling  Association  which  was 
held  at  the  Central  Hall,  Hull,  was  a  most 
interesting  and  successful  affair,  and  reflected  great  credit 
on  the  executive.  The  chief  ofiicers  elected  for  the  season 
of  1898  are ;  President,  Mr.  Blythe  Kemp ;  treasurer, 
Mr.  J.  Johnson  ;  and  secretary,  Mr.  Henry  Wharam  ;  Mr. 
A.  Wright  biirg  entrusted  with  the  scales  and  weights  for 
the  season.  The  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation  Society 
hold  a  special  meeting  at  headquarters  c n  Tuesday  even- 
ing, at  8.30  p.m.,  when  a  balance-sheet  of  the  annual  ball 
will  be  presented  to  the  members,  showing  a  nice  balanca 
in  tha  treasurer's  hands.  The  first  angling  match  this 
season,  open  to  all  comers,  will  be  held  on  the  river  Hull, 
at  DunsweU,  on  May  14,  under  the  ausp'c?s  of  the 
Victoria  Angling  Society. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Blackburn  is  to  be  honoured  to-day  (April  2)  with  a 
visit  of  the  executive  council  of  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Association,  the  members  being  summoned  to  a  meetingat 
the  Mason's  Arms,  in  that  town.  The  agenda  is  lengthy 
enough,  and  comprehensive  enough  in  the  variety  of 
subjects,  and  will,  doubtless,  be  discussed  thoroughly.  The 
anglers  at  Clifton  have  got  their  club  into  a  grand  state  of 
efficiency,  and  can  boast  a  roll  call  of  fifty,  who  will,  no 
doubt,  en  joy  many  a  day's  fishing  in  their  recently  acquired 
wattr  io  the  coming  season.  On  the  26th  ult.  they  had  their 
annual  dinner,  thirty-eight  setting  down  to  a  good  spread. 
After  the  cloth  was  removed,  Mr.  R.  Howarth  presided  over 
the  proceedings.  The  following  gentlemen  contributt  d  to  the 
programme:  Messrs.  S.  Parlington  (accompanist),  T. 
Rjder,  R.  Bnmby,  J.  Gerrard,  &.  Morris,  T.  Wolsten- 
holme,  W.  Butterworth,  W.  Morris,  and  W.  Johnson 
(vocalists).  They  are  selecting  a  team  with  strict  orders 
to  win  the  Bridge  water  Shield  in  September  next.  The 
river  Ribble  is  not  receiving  any  great  attention,  very  few 
rods  have  been  out,  the  weather  anything  but  enticing, 
and  a  meagre  quantity  of  natural  fly  oa  the  va  er.  The 
anuual  exodus  from  this  county  is  likely  to  ba  as  large  as 
ever,  the  largely  increased  list  of  railway  privileg-s 
enables  ns  to  visit  many  resorts  which  before  were  barred 
by  expanse,  and  we  ought  to  feel  thankful  to  bot'i  the 
railway  companies  and  the  gentlemen  who  negotiated  our 
interests  so  sucjessfirlly ;  they  worked  most  unselfishly 
for  us. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

^  Since  my  last  notes  were  despatched  rain  has  fallen,  but 
tbe  soak  was  so  low  that  very  little  water  has  found  its 
way  into  the  streams,  and  the  conditions  for  trout  fishing 
have  not  materially  charged.  The  weather,  however,  has 
undergone  a  marked  improvement  from  that  of  last  week, 
and  with  a  warmer  temperature  trout  should  begin  to 
give  sport  where  the  rivers  are  favourable  for  angling. 
There  is  yet  almost  an  absence  of  flies,  but  with  the 


welcome  change  in  the  temperature  they  should  now  be 
showing  on  the  water.  During  the  middle  of  this  week  a 
few  anglers  had  a  trial,  bat  they  did  very  little  good. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  approaching  holidays  are  creating  a  good  demand 
for  every  description  of  tackle  and  baits.  We  have  seen 
several  grand  specimens  of  preserved  baits,  and  in  our 
hearts  forgive  any  poor  trout  for  nji  tiking  it  for  a  natural. 
It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  notice  an  untidy  tackle  shop, 
nothing  hke  "too  busy  to  tidy  up,"  it  denotes  brisk 
business.  The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Wor.s'ey  Canal 
Fishery  Board  of  Management  is  postponed  ;  due  notice 
will  be  given  of  the  new  date.  The  secretary  writes 
cheerfully  and  hopefully^  of  the  Old  Standard  Angling 
Society ;  their  last  meeting  was  a  very  good  one,  and 
progress  is  reported  in  several  of  their  business  items  ; 
the  members  are  patiently  waiting  for  June  to  arrive. 
The  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society  are  early  in  the 
field  with  arrangements  for  their  matches.  They  have 
selected  July  .3  and  Sept.  11  respectively  for  their  first  and 
second  competitions.  This  is  one  of  our  oldest  and 
strongest  city  clubs,  and  one  noted  for  always  being  in  the 
front  rank  in  all  things  pertaining  to  angling  ;  they  are 
well  led,  and,  of  course,  are  good  followers.  Still  good 
reports  from  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  ;  in 
numbers  it  is  growing  steadily,  only  quite  recently  two  new 
clubs  have  become  afliliated,  viz.,  the  "Lambs"  and  the 
Urmston  Club.  The  first  are  located  at  Pendleton,  at  the 
Lamb  Inn,  Hankiason-street,  and  are  fairly  strong  ;  the 
Nelson  Hotel,  Urmston,  shelters  the  other  society,  which 
is  forty  strong,  and  still  growing.  Stocking  operations 
are  again  reported,  the  Irlam  waters  having  received  800 
roach  and  550  tench,  and  the  Peak  Forest  Canal  200  good 
roach.  There  appears  to  be  no  end  of  enterprise  in  this 
body. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

The  bream,  as  is  their  custom  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
are  ascending  the  Yare,  and  are  now  up  as  far  as 
Bramerton.  In  a  week  or  two  they  will  be  quite  up  to 
Norwich,  and  then  some  may  be  caught  if  the  weather  is 
favourable.  A  few  are  being  taken  now,  but  they 
generally  feed  better  when  as  high  upstream  as  they  can 
get.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Yare  and  Bure  Presarva- 
tion  Society  is  fixed  for  Thursday  evening,  April  21, 
at  6.30.  The  president,  R.  J.  Colman,  Esq.,  will  take  the 
chair,  and  the  dinner  committee  are  hoping  that  there  will 
be  a  very  large  gathering. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  is  really  very  little  to  write  about.  The  coarse 
fishing  angling  season  has  gone  out,  and  some  few  salmon 
have  arrived  at  Shardlow  and  King's  Mills.  Personally  I 
have  not  gone  after  them,  though  I  write  with  the 
assurance  of  the  water  or  river  bailiff  that  the  "  new 
arrivals  "  have  been  "  pitching  "  in  the  salmon  and  channel 
swims.  As  regards  the  correspondence  in  your  columns 
re  J.  Keene,  of  Datchet,  will  he  have  a  "go"  against 
myself,  an  amateur.  I  will  fish  him  or  his  amateur  friend 
for  a  silver  cup,  at  worth  least  £50,  wLea  and  where  he 
(Keene)  and  his  friend  chooses.  I  prefer,  ia  the  season,  a 
neutral  river,  and  a  condition  must  be  no  punts  allowed, 
all  fish  (bar  eels  and  pike)  to  count ;  and  I  hope 
after  Keene's  dSlOO's  and  £500's  he  will  "  take  me  on."  1 
will  oblige  tioa  as  an  amateur,  and  have  a  side  wager 
of  £1000  that  I  beat  him  or  his  friend.  Bnsicess 
only  meant.  The  Waltonian  Society  here  are  making 
great  strides,  and  I  am  hoping,  before  long,  to  get 
added  to  the  railway  privilege  cards  the  following 
stations  on  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  namely, 
Harby,  Stathern,  and  Bottesford.  Tne  result  of  Mr! 
Gaskell's  (president  of  Wellington  Society)  kind  offices  in 
a  lecture  delivered  on  behalf  of  an  old  friend  of  my  own, 
and  a  frequent  visitor  to  Collingham  ("Kenny" 
Meadows),  amounted  to  £4  2s.  6d.  Poor  "Kenny"  has 
been  stricken  down  with  paralysis,  and  if  readers  of  my 
notes  care  to  help  a  deserving  fellow  and  a  deserving  oasi 
they  might  write  to  Mr.  Gaslcell,  57,  Raleigh-street,  in 
our  good  old  city. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Up  tj  the  end  of  last  week  the  weather  in  the  Sheffield 
district— like  that  experienced  over  the  rest  of  the  king- 
dom — was  exceedingly  wintry.    A  good  deal  of  snow  and 
rain  fell,  and  tils  has  had  the  effect  of  making  most  of 
the  streams  to  run  with  greater  volume.  The  river  Amber 
has  been  well  looked  alter  by  the  members  of  the  Shef- 
field Trout  Anglers'  Society,  and  a  week  ago  a  large 
number  of  trout  from  the  Burghley  Park  Fishery  were 
turned  into  the  water.    At  Wingfield  the  water  has  not 
been  quite  so  |clear,  but  this  has  been  in  favour  of  the 
fishermen,  who  by  means  of  live  minnows  or  worms  have 
accounted  for  a  goodly  number  of  nice  sized  trout.  The 
river  is  just  now  in  fine  condition  for  fishing,  and  should 
yield  good  sport  during  the  coming  holiday.'.  Coming 
nearer  home,  the  river  Sheaf  has  received  the  greatest 
share  of  attention,  and  judging  from  the  number  of 
anglers  that  are  to  be  seen  out  diily,  trout  fishing 
is  growing  in  populaiity  every  d;4y  amongst  Sheflielders. 
Alcdough  so  close  to  the  grimy  city,  the  Sheaf  is  by  no 
means  a  bad  trout  stream,  having  fortunately  a  numbero 
small  brooks  running  into  it,  which  serve  as  splendid 
spawning  grounds.     During  the  past  few  days  a  large 
au.ou  it  of  satisfactory  sport  has  been  had  between  Herley 
and  Mill h  utes,  several  fish  of  good  size  and  conlition 
having  been   taken  ;  the  neighbourhood  of  Ecclesall 
Station  having  yielded  a  lot  ot  line  fish.    The  river  was 
well  stocked  a  lew  years  ago,  and  if  fishermen  will  but 
return  immature  sp  cimens,  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
Sheaf  should  not  continue  to  baa  fruitful  stream  for  years 
to  come.  Trout  fithing  in  the  club  waters  of  Darley  Dale, 
Cromford,  and  Matlock  commenced  a  week  ago,  and  the 
members  have  had  a  moderately  good  time.    Good  fishing 
should  be  obtained  at  Easter  in  the  waters  at  Bakewell, 
Cromferd,  and  near  Yorkshire  Bridge. 
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HUTCHINSON  &  SON, 

Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  first-class  Fish  Hooks,  Round,  Sneck,  Kirby,  and  Limerick  bends.  Double 
and  Treble  Hooks,  taper  or  eyed.  Up  and  down  eyed  Fly  Hooks  for  trout,  grayling,  &c.  Sneck  Bend  and 
S.  Limerick  Bend,  and  Fishing  Tackle  of  every  description.    H.  &  S.  Hooks  may  be  had  through  any 

Fishing  Tackle  Dealer. 

PISH  HOOK  WORKS,  KENDAL.    Established  1745 


HUTCHINSON  AND  SON'S  SCALE  OF  IMPROVED  LIMERICK  BEND  FISH  HOOKS. 


FOR  PRESERVING 


USE 

SCHERING'S 


FORMALIN 

The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd..  ^'  '\!*d"!Ic^*"^'"' 


As  supplied  by  all 
Chemists^  oj' direct  from 


wholesale  SrSSlUFACTURERS, 

HIJOS  DE  JOAQUIN  GARCIA 

(Who  has  supplied  one  of  the  largest  British  gut  importers 
nearly  forty  years). 

-A^ddress:    IVLTJ  RdlJS^,  Sixain, 

*,*  Zinrqe  Stock  in  nil  the  Bost  Clasnes  and  J^engffis  of  Out  ran  be  had  Dltcrt 
at  Firfit  Hand  from,  the  oldest  STanufar.turer*  in  the  SpatiUh  Gut  Trade. 


OGDEN  &,  SCOTFORD, 

Manufaetupeps  of  Fipst-class  RODS,  FLIES,  and  TACKLE. 
ORIGINAL  MAKERS  OF  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  RODS. 

Extra  Stout  Single  Salmon  Casts.        Eighty-three  Salmon  were  killed  on  one  of  the  above. 
ALL  THE  FIRM'S  SPECIALITIES  MAY  NOW  BE  OBTAINED  AT  19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

See  Ejchibit,  Boyal  Aquarium.      Lists  Free. 
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FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivera  are  all  in  splendid  condition  for  angling,  and 
a  nice  height,  the  cold,  piercing  winds  have  gfiven  way  to 
bright  g  nial  days  and  some  nice  refreshing  showers 
which,  if  it  continues,  will  soon  put  the  trout  on  the  move, 
and  improve  their  condition.  Some  few  anglers  have  tried 
the  Teme  at  several  places  between  Stanford  Bridge  and 
Knightsford  Bridge,  and  had  improved  sport  with  the  fly. 
Blae  Dun,  March  Brown,  Cowdung,  and  Red  Spinner 
all  killiog,  three  brace  being  the  largest  number  taken  by 
any  one  of  them  ;  one  large  fish  of  21b.  2oz.  was  also  taken 
with  the  minnow  (Bright  Devon).  A  few  grayling  were 
landed,  but  very  much  out  of  condition,  and  most  of  them 
returned  to  the  water.  The  Eiver  Severn  has  been  fiehed 
from  Lincombe  Weir  to  Tewkesbury,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  single  trout  being  taken,  not  even  under  the 
weirs.  The  take  of  salmon  by  the  nets  have  been  some- 
what better  this  week,  some  five  fish  were  taken  by  the 
Worcester  nets,  two  of  them  between  201b.  and  301b.,  and 
two  nice  fish  by  the  Upton  nets,  one  of  17ilb.,  but  several 
of  the  nets  have  not  taken  a  fish  for  weeks,  nor  vrill  they 
take  many  unless  there  is  a  rise  in  the  river  to  enable  the 
fish  to  get  over  the  weirs. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  north-east  wind  has  been  spending  its  rage  with  a 
vengeance  since  spring  day,  and  many  anglers  have  thought 
twice  before  venturing  out  far  from  hearth  and  home. 
When  the  late-coming  winter  blasts  subsided,  the  rivers 
were  found  to  be  very  much  out  of  condition,  containing  a 
gocd  deal  of  flood  water  and  being  discoloured.  Trout 
prospects  are  now  brightening,  and  S  the  improvement  is 
maintained,  good  all-round  sport  should  be  experienced 
during  the  Easter  holidays.     It  is  only  necessary  to 
catch   the    clerk    of    the    weather    in    the  proper 
mood,    as    everything     else    will    a-^just    itself  to 
thq    desires    of     Waltonian    disciples.      Trout  have, 
with  the  presence  of  northerly  winds  and  cold,  frosty 
nights  and  mornings,  been  well  on  the  move  ;  but  casting 
has  been  both  unpleasant  and  difiicult  in  face  of  the  gales. 
Anglers,  however,  are,  for  the  most  part,  patient  and 
.enduiiog,  and  the  most  skilful  have  something  to  show  for 
their  steadiness  of  purpose  under  trying  conditions.  They 
are,  lesides,  getting  themselves  into  form  for  the  real 
work  of  the  season,  which  begins  on  the  waters  of  most  of 
the  clubs  early  in  April,  though  the  Derwent  A.C.  does 
not  begin  operations  until  the  middle  of  the  month.  The 
Derwent,  Wharfe,  Tore,  Nidd,  and  Rye  are  favourite 
hauats,     and    are    well    stocked.      These  streams 
flow   through    beautiful    districts.     The   rains  have 
been   very   welcome   in   North-East   Yorkshire,  and 
an   agreeable  Easter    seems   not  improbable  for  the 
long  suffering  agriculturist  as  well  as  for  the  persevering 
fisherman.    The  Wold  farmers  are  delighted  with  the 
meteorological  conditions.    The  following  early  casts  for 
Yorkshire  rivers  maybe  depended  upon  :  1.  Early  Brown, 
Spring  Black,  Dark  Snipe,  and  Orange  and  Snipe  Bloa  ; 
2  Waterhen  and  Yellow,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Orange 
Bloa,  and  Snipe  Bloa  ;  3.  March  Brown,  Spanish  Needle, 
Lii  tie  Early,  and  Dark  Bloa. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mephisto.— Many  thanks  for  your  letter  and  sugges- 
lioEs,  which  we  will  carefully  consider,  but  fear  the  colour 
pait  will  not  be  possible  on  account  of  the  expense. 

Pheasant  Tail.— Many  thanks  for  the  box  of  larvas , 
they  are  all  caddis,  or  case  flies,  so  called  from  the  case 
they  make  to  live  in.  There  are  hundreds  of  different 
kinds.  Anglers  know  many  of  them  as  sedges ;  the  wings 
lie  along  the  body,  and  are  not  "  cocked  "  up  as  in  the 
duns  and  May  Flies. 

Cr.  A.— If  your  waders  leak  "  in  dozens  of  places  from 
the  knee  to  the  feet,"  unless  you  can  make  a  satisfactory 
exchange  with  somebody,  you  had  better  burn  them  and 
get  a  new  pair ;  no  mending  will  do  any  good. 


[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

WINDERMERE. 

Dear  Sib, — In  last  week's  issue  yon  express  regret  that 
the  only  fishing  found  on  this  lovely  lake  is  "  pike,  perch, 
and  a  few  large  trout." 

Many  gentlemen  fishing  the  lake  share  your  regret,  and, 
further,  entirely  agree  with  you  that  such  a  magnificent 
shett  of  water  "  ought  to  afford  the  best  of  trout  fishing  " 
Why  doesn't  it  ? 

Now,  eir,  like  the  irrepreatible  "  Mona,"  I  am  fond  of 
"theories,"  and  should  like  to  hear  from  any  of  your 
readers,  regularly  fishing  the  lake,  how  they  account  for 
the  admitted  scarcity  of  trout,  even  during  the  May  Fly 
seasrn. 

My  own  theory  is  "  pike,"  of  which  there  are  certainly 
very  large  numbers,  and  which  are  not  netted  by  the 
Lake  District  Angling  Association  to  anything  like  the 
extent  they  should  te. 

I  have  often  noticed  that  in  places  the  surface  water  is 
covered  with  an  appreciable  film  of  "  oil,"  from  the 
numerous  steam  yachts  and  Ja  anches.  Does  this  in  any 
way  militate  against  us  ? 

"  Mona  "  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  during  last  April  by 
far  the  most  killing  fly  (?)  was  a  Palmer,  with  bright 
EC  irlet  body,which  c  )uld  not  by  any  stretch  of  imagination 
—  on  our  part,  I  can't  answer  for  trout — be  siid  to  repre- 
sent anything  that  flies.— Thanking  you  for  inserting  this 
believe  me,  yours  sjacerelv,  Wm.  H.  Pkaesall. 

[Some  years  ago  tie  Marquis  of  Breadalbane  told  us 
that  by  carrying  o^t  a  prugade  against  the  pike  jn  Loob 


Tay  he  had  been  able  considerably  to  improve  the  trout 
fishing.  Why  should  not  the  same  thing  be  done  for 
Windermere  and  other  English  lakes. — Ed.]. 

TANK  ANGLING  IN  INDIA. 
Sir, — There  is  one  curious  feature  about  Indian  fish- 
that  is.  Where  do  they  go  when  the  tanks  dry  up  ?  I 
remember  one  day  I  and  a  friend,  having  nothing  to  do, 
and  feeling  a  trifle  puzzled  on  that  subject,  decided  to  try 
and  dig  out  some  fish  from  a  dried  up  tank,  that  in  the 
rainy  season  swarmed  with  them.  It  was  a  very  small 
tank,  and  we  made  sure  of  locating  the  hiding  place  of 
those  fish. 

Accordingly,  we  started  operations,  but  aftar  an  hour's 
hard  work  my  chum  proposed  chucking  it,  but,  "  No,"  I 
was  a  Briton,  and  was  going  to  find  those  fish  if  I  went 
through  to  Australia  after  them.  So  I  dug  and  swot,  and 
swot  and  dug  till  that  tank  looked  as  if  a  steam  plough 
had  run  amuck  through  it,  but  d — 1  a  fish  could  I  find. 
At  last,  the  spade  gave  out,  so  I  had  to  give  it  up  as  a  bad 
job. 

Results. — Several  fine  blisters  on  each  band,  a  crick  in 
my  back  that  took  weeks  to  wear  out,  and  a  most  mighty 
thirst— a  thirst  that  innumerable  iced  W.  and  S.'s  failed 
to  quench,  but  fish  "  nil." 

A  week  or  two  of  heavy  rains  followed ;  but  the  first 
fine  day  found  me,  rod  in  hand,  at  the  side  of  the  tank 
(now  filled  with  water).  The  float  was  adjusted,  a  fine 
lob  worm  threaded  on  the  hook,  and  quietly  dropped  in. 
The  float  had  barely  touched  the  water  before  it  shot 
under  the  surface,  and  I  was  fast  in  what  turned  out  to 
be  amurrul  of  about  lib.  weiaht.  During  the  morning  I 
landed  five  fish,  scaling  from  Jib.  to  IJlb.  each. 

Now,  where  had  those  fish  been  hiding  during  the 
dry  weather?    Little  Kingfisher. 

THE  RISE  OF  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — Dr.  Spence's  reference  to  his  "  Autobio- 
graphy," which  I  have  read  vpith  g^reat  pleasure,  showing, 
as  it  does,  that  among  fishermen  there  are  some  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  matter  other  than  merely  the  chuck-and- 
chance  (?)  business,  gives  me  courage  to  ask  them,  through 
you, -if  it  has  ever  occurred  to  his  mind  that  the  peculiar 
subject  of  the  rising  of  trout  to  the  fly  (I  know  and  care 
nothing^  about  the  other  animal  now  under  discussion,  the 
old  oiiginal  Cottoner  is  quite  good  enough  for  me)  on  some 
days  more  readily  than_  others,  may  not  be  placed  to  the 
effect  of  the  atmospheric  influence  upon  a  trout's  liver  ? 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  part  of  their  internal  arrange- 
ment is  out  of  proportion  to  the  rest  in  comparison  with 
the  size  of  the  body.  I  can  say  from  experience  that  the 
liver  of  a  human  being  is  most  susceptible  to  the  changes 
in  the  weather;  and,  therefore,  why  not  that  of  trout  ? 
And  I  think  I  may  include  salmon. 

The  reason  I  am  more  encouraged  to  ask  him  is,  that  as 
he  keeps  trout  in  an  aquarium  he  will  have  them  close 
under  his  eye,  and  would  be  able  to  make  experiments 
when  any  sudden  changes  take  place.  You  will,  sir, 
remember  the  splendid  tanks  containing  trout  at  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition  of  '81.  It  was  my  good  fortune  to 
be  in  a  position  at  that  time  to  be  able  to  pay  a  daily  visit 
to  that  grand  show  for  six  days  following  one  another. 
One  cf  the  matters  that  drew  my  attention  more  than 
others  was,  that  whenever  (and  that  was  pretty  often) 
there  was  a  morning  fog  the  trout  in  these  ( anks  would  be 
at  the  bottom,  and  as  the  fog  lifted  they  would  gradually 
all  rise  to  the  top,  the  smaller  fish  going  first.  If 
Dr.  Spence  would  kindly  express  his  opinion  on  this 
matter,  and  give  any  evidence  which  he  may  have  obtained, 
I  shall  be  very  thankful,  as  it  is  a  theory  that  has  been  in 
my  mind  for  some  years. — Your  truly, 

  Pheasant  Tail. 

MAGGOTS  IN   THE  GILLS  OF  SALMON  AND 
BULL  TROUT. 
I)ear_  Marston,— I  was  very  glad  to  see  your  hand- 
writing in  a  letter  I  got  from  you  just  now.    I  have  read 

the  letter  from  ,  astit:g  your  opinion  as  to  whether 

you  think  that  there  are  spring  fish  in  Loch  Fern.  All  I 
can  say  is  that  as  the  pools  at  Ramelton,  just  clear  of  the 
tideway,  are  full  of  clean  fish  during  January  and  February, 
and  that  there  is  a  fish  pass  over  which  fish  can  easily  pass 
up  at  the  mill,  which,  it  appears,  is  the  first  obstruction 
on  their  upward  journey,  that  Loch  Fern  ought  to  hold  a 
fair  number  of  spring  fish.  The  finding  of  maggots  in  the 
gills  of  salmon  is  not  a  reliable  test  of  a  fish  being  either 
clean  or  unclean.  I  have  often  seen  maggots  in  clean  fish 
during  spring,  and  if  you  will  look  in  Badminton  library, 
you  will  find  that  I  once  sent  a  sample  of  maggots  I  had 
found  in  the  gills  of  what  I  was  convinced  was  a  clean 
fish  I  had  caught  in  the  Spey  to  Dr.  Gunther,  who 
pronounced  them  to  be  marine  parasites,  not  freshwater 
parasites.  Your  correspondent  says  that  the  maggots  he 
found  in  the  gills  of  the  fish  in  Lough  Fern  were  red,  the 
same  as  sea  lice  ;  surely  he  must  know  that  sea  lice  have 
never  been  found  adhering  to  salmons'  gills,  but  only  on 
the  body.  Anyhow,  if  he  wants  to  satisfy  himself  whether 
or  no  the  fish  in  Loch  Fern  he  mentions  as  having  been 
caught  there  are  clean,  if  he  sends  the  maggots  found  in 
its  gills  to  a  scienliit  he  will  get  the  informatioH  he 
desires.  Maggots  are  always,  I  believe,  to  be  found  in 
the  gills  of  fresh  run  or  clean  bulltrout,  but,  as  you  justly 
say,  anyone  ought  to  be  able  to  distinguish  a  kelt  fi^om  a 
clean  fish.  The  vent  is  a  very  reliable  test,  but  above 
everything  the  colour  and  flavour  of  the  flesh  when  put  on 
the  table.  1  have  made  a  few  notes  from  time  to  time 
during  my  idle  hours,  which  I  will  send  yoa,  when  finished 
from  rough  copies,  to  read— not  for  publication.  I  hope 
to  see  you  soon  in  London.— Yours  truly, 
^i'laloe.  John  P.  Tbaherne. 

I  We  are  much  obliged  to  Major  Traherne.  Knowing  he 
had  written  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  elsewhere  on  the 
subject  of  parasites  io  the  gills  of  bull  trout,  t^s  sent  bjm 


a  letter  from  an  Irish  correspondent  who  wished  to  know 
if  short  drab  coloured  maggots  were  ever  found  in  the  gills 
of  fresh  run  salmon. — Ed.J 

CORIXyt:,  &c. 
Sir,— My  first  intention,  when  I  read  the  letter  under 
the  heading,  "  Rira  Corixa ;  or,  the  Impolite  Letter 
\yriter,"  was  to  take  no  notice  of  it,  as  it  seemed  to  con- 
sist principally  of  personal  abuse.  However,  aa  my  object 
in  writing  to  you  was,  in  the  first  place,  to  prevent  any  of 
your  readers  accepting  as  scientific  facte  statements 
written  in  a  would-be  scientific  manner,  I  will  point  out 
again  those  errors  which  I  pointed  out  in  my  first  letter. 

Of  course,  such  statements  as  that  your  correspondent 
has  enjoyed  a  scientific  education,  though  amusing  and 
surprising  in  themselves,  cannot  be  taken  as  bearing  upon 
the  question  in  point. 

Though  your  correspondent's  scientific  education  has 
not  extended  to  entomology,  still,  he  should  know  that 
accuracy  is  most  important  in  every  branch  of  science. 

"  Let  me  Eay  at  once  that  I  do  not  believe  that  large 
trout  .  .  .  ever  take  these  beetles  freely,"  and  several 
other  passages  in  the  letter  headed  "  Do  Trout  Eat 
Corixse  f  "  were  what  led  me  to  fay  that  he  had  claBsified 
Gorixx  among  the  beetles. 

I  did  not  make  the  slightest  objection  to  Corix;e, 
Notpnectse,  and  beetles  being  called  insects,  as  they  are 
all  insects,  which  point  your  correspondent  is  not  sure  of, 
as  he  corrects  himself  for  having  called  them  insects.  I 
quoted  these  words,  as  used  by  your  correspondent, 
because,  in  using  them,  he  included  Carixx,  Notonectx, 
and  beetles  in  the  imitation  he  described. 

As  you,  sir,  pointed  out  the  week  before  last  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  Mr.  Halford's  opinion  with  regard  to 
Corixa;  has  changed,  for  in  his  most  recent  work,  "  Dry 
Fly  Entomology,"  he  says,  "Probably  the  genus  of 
insects  most  usually  found  in  trout,  in  addition  to  those 
generally  described  in  the  fly  fisherman's  list,  is  one  of  the 
Corixx."  Neither  in  this,  the  only  work  Mr.  Halford 
has,  as  far  as  I  know,  written  on  entomology,  does  he  say 
that  they  are  beetles.  Argument  on  such  a  point  is 
useless,  as  no  book  on  entomology,  popular  or  otherwise 
ever  stated  that  Corixx  were  beetles ;  and  if  your 
correspondent,  as  he  states,  prefers  "damnation"  on  this 
point,  he  vrill  la7e  to  be  damned  without  Mr.  Halford. 
Because  your  correspondent  was  writing  as  a  fisherman  for 
fishermen  is  no  reason  for  making  such  a  grave  mis- 
statement, especially  in  the  case  of  a  scientific  man,  and 
when  there  was  absolutely  no  reason  for  doing  so. 

I  fail  to  see  that  I  alluded  in  any  way  to  my  theories  in 
my  letter  to  you.  What  I  did  say  was  that  Corixa-  and 
Notonectce  were  not  beetles  ;  that  trout  take  them  freely 
in  sorne  places,  at  any  rate ;  that  your  correspondent's 
imitation  was  unlike  them,  generally  and  in  every 
particular  ;  and  that  the  opinion  of  one  whose  knowledge 
of  entomology  was  practically  nil.  on  a  subject  wh'ch  dealt 
with  entomology,  should  be  taken  by  your  readers  for 
what  it  was  worth.— Yours,  &c.,      Charles  Walker. 

QUERY :  WHO  CAUGHT  THE  FISH  ? 
Dear  Sir, — A.  was  fishing  with  live  bait,  and  B.  with 
paternoster  (left  by  itself),  and  a  roach  rod. 

Lunch  time  A.  asks  B.  if  he  can  place  his  paternoster, as 
he  has  seen  a  fish  feeding,  and  does  so,  and  both  go  to 
lunch,  A.  telling  B.  that  snap  tackle  is  no  good  on  a 
paternoster.  After  lunch  A.  starts  off  to  look  at  rod, 
followed  by  B.,  who,  when  he  sees  a  fish  on,  gets  excited' 
and  fays,  "Give  me  my  rod!  Give  me  my  rod  !  It  is 
the  biggest  fish  I  ever  caught  in  my  life."  After  a  little 
play  without  seeing  the  fish,  B.  collars  the  rod,  and  polls 
like  old  Harry,  and  soon  puts  a  stop  to  the  music  ot  the 
wheel  that  had  been  going  merrily.  A.  now  rushes  off  for 
the  landing  net,  which  was  about  big  enough  to  land  a 
4oz.  grayling,  and  gets  back  just  in  time  to  see  a  nice 
long,  busin(S3-like  pike  by  the  edge  of  a  shelving  bank! 
A.  takes  the  line  and  pulls  the  fish  up  a  little  way,  when 
snap  goes  the  gimp.  He  then  scraped  his  head  into  the 
ring  of  the  "  big  net,"  and,  with  a  push  and  a  scrape,  got 
mm  safely  up  the  bank.  Now,  sir,  the  question  is,  who 
caught  the  fish  ?  He  was  a  male  fish,  long  and  business- 
looking,  and  gave  A.  nearly  as  much  sport  as  a  20-pounder 
killed  last  January.— Yours,  &c.,  Lamport  Gilliebt. 
Reading. 

[It  was  a  sadly  unlucky  fish  who  ever  caught  it. — Ed.T 


WADING  STOCKINGS  CONDEMNED, 
Dear  Sir, — You  had  a  letter  in  your  issue  of  March  5 
on  the  important  subject  of  waders.    The  \vriter  was  all 
in  favour  of  the  wader  as  distinguished  from  the  top-boot. 
Now,  every  angler  will  allow  that  the  wader  is  an  un- 
mixed evil— troublesome  to  get  on,  worse  to  get  off,  and 
heavy  in  wear.    The  ordinary  wading  stocking  is  wrong  in 
principle,  and  makers  will  do  well  to  reconsider  its  con- 
struction upon  different  lines  altogether.    Its  fault  is  that 
it  is  much  too  large  and  baggy  in  make,  which  is  fatal  to 
its  wear,  owing  to  rubbing  and  friction.     The  portion 
about  the_  ankle  is  absurdly  large,  and  no  amount  of 
padding  with  txtra  socks  ever  successfully  fills  up  the  use- 
less space,  and  the  result  is  that  the  wader  becomes  rolled 
up  into  pleats  when  the  boot  or  brogue  is  on,  and  in  less 
than  two  months,  with  hard  fishing,  these  pleated  {ortions 
leak,  and  are  quite  beyond  the  amateur's  means  of  re- 
pairing.   Now,  the  top-boot  never  wears  in  th's  fatal  spot, 
but  always  somewhere  in  the  seam  of  the  sole.  The 
wading  stockings  to  which  I  have  been  used  are  se'dom 
worth  anything  the  second  season,  but  a  very  cheap  pair  of 
rubber  boots  have  taken  me  through  two  trout  seasons 
without  any  wear  being  apparent  except  at  the  soles.  The 
upper  or  thigh  portion  of  these  boots  is  of  the  flimsiest 
stuff— ordinary  mackintosh  material— and  yet  it  shows  no 
signs  whatsoever  of  wear.   And  why Because  it  does 
not  rub  in  walkingjor  wading,  as  wadeis  do,  owing  to  exceeg 
of  me-terial  in  their  make.   What  we  want  is  a  wader  on 
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the  same  principles  as  the  top-boot,  but  with  soks  of 
better  make,  and,  if  possible,  without  any  seams.  Of 
course,  the  "  Boc'sland"  combination  comes  as  near  this 
as  we  ha  ve  yet  s[ot,  but  on  a  rough  river  bed,  such  as  the 
North  Wales  Dee,  the  brogue  part  would  wear  away  very 
speedily,  and  these  expensive  waders  would  not  pay  us 
here  to  use  them.  If  the  wading  stocking  could  be  made 
a  very  good  deal  closer  fitting  than  at  present,  especially 
so  about  the  ankles,  we  could  get  along  pretty  well  with 
heavy  brogues  (for  the  river  bed  is  all  rough  stone)  ;  but 
the  wear  around  the  ankle  is  so  very  disproportionate  to 
other  parts,  that  unless  the  wading  ttocking  is  altered 
soon,  it  must  be  given  up  altogether  down  this  way. 

The  advantage  which  the  top  boot  commands  over 
every  kind  of  waders  that  I  have  seen  is  the  material  is 
stiff  enough  to  sfaud  out  firmly,  and  never  gets  rolled  up 
into  folds,  while  the  gloss  is  such  that  no  water  stands  an 
instant  upon  it,  and  so  the  rubber  boot  never  gets  soaked, 
but  dries  as  soon  as  the  angler  leaves  the  stream-bed. 
We  will,  I  fear,  have  to  endure  the  wading  trousers  for 
salmon  ;  but  for  trout  surely  something  can  be  got  shortly 
to  put  the  ugly  wading  stocking  out  of  the  market.  I 
never  have  much  opinion  of  a  trout  angler  in  fishing 
trousers ;  he  is  generally  too  much  of  a  wader,  and  spoils 
his  own  and  others  sport.  Perhaps  this  letter  may  draw 
attention  to  the  wading  stockings  defect — a  serious  one, 
too — and  soon  we  may  find  a  rubber  wader  on  the 
market  all  in  one  piece,  like  the  top  boot,  but  with  a  sole 
not  given  to  open  at  the  heel  and  around  the  foot.  So 
far  as  I  have  experienced,  the  rubber  top  boot  has  only 
one  defect,  and  that  is  the  heel,  which  is  apt  to  ba 
wrenched  away  on  a  rough  river-bed ;  but  surely  this 
could  be  remedied,  as  well  as  something  new  put  in  to 
prevent  the  awkward  tendency  to  slip. — Yours,  &c., 

  CoBWKN  Dee. 


TROUT  PISHING  ON  THE  THA.MES. 

Dear  Sib, — WOl  you  kindly  say  to  whom  I  should  apply 
for  licence  to  fish  the  Thames  for  trout,  and  oblige  yours 
faithfully,  William  Turner. 

[Apply  "  Thames  Conservancy,  "Victoria-embankment.] 


FISHING  IN  BEITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  inquiry  in  your  edition  of 
March  19,  my  experience  of  fishing  in  British  Columbia  is 
not  of  the  sort  which  leads  to  a  re-visit. 

Trout  rise  very  shyly  indeed  to  a  fly ;  in  fact,  the  cook 
(a  keen  fisherman),  at  the  hotel  at  Banff,  told  me  that  in 
five  years'  experience  he  never  knew  one  there  to  be 
killed  in  that  way.  No,  a  piece  of  meat  is  the  most  killing 
lura ;  and  for  salmon  a  spoon,  as  you  say — never  a  fly. 
Rivers  are  very  fast,  and  full  of  snow  water,  except  early 
in  the  spring  or  late  in  the  summer,  say  about  August. 

There  certainly  are  flies,  in  the  shape  of  gigantic 
Coachmen,  March  Browns,  or  Hardy  Favourites,  which 
are  supposed  to  kill,  but  they  n?ver  did  during  my  visit. 
I  think  that  anything  else  will  be  found  better.  Tisdall, 
the  gunsmith  and  tackle  man  in  Vancouver,  could  give 
Mr.  Wills  all  information  about  the  various  rivers,  and 
will  also  supply  the  aforesxid  flies,  if  Mr,  Wil's  prefers  to 
use  them,  and  the  proper  spoons  and  minnows. — I  am, 
dear  Sir,  yours,  &c.,        _____  W.  H.  Legge. 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  ANTIPODES. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  must  apologise  for  leaving 
.England  without  bidding  you  good-bye.  I  had  no  time 
for  anything,  as  I  received  a  cable  to  rttarn,  and  just 
managed  to  catch  a  steamer  ;  hence  T  was  so  rushed  that  I 
forgot  everything  in  my  hurry. 

I  often  recall  the  pleasant  time  I  had  in  your  company 
whilst  fishing  the  Stour — two  more  pleasant  days  I  never 
spent.  The  book  you  so  kindly  gave  me  has  afforded  me 
many  a  pleasant  hour,  and  I  am  always  learning  some- 
thing new  from  it.  It  has  been  borrowed  by  nearly  all 
my  friends,  and  much  appreciated. 

I  received  your  note  which  you  sent  me  only  the  other 
day,  it  having  followed  me  to  New  Zealand. 

I  am  now  in  New  Zealand,  having  spent  the  whole  of 
the  last  two  months  on  the  different  rivers.  The  sport  I 
have  had  with  the  trout  has  been  simply  a  dream  ;  it 
defies  description.  How  I  wish  you  could  be  here  for  a 
season  !  The  fish  are  great  fighters,  i.e.,  on  the  fly  ; 
when  they  are  on  the  feed  one  can  haul  them  out  till  he 
would  b3  afraid  to  carry  his  catch  any  distance,  owing  to 
the  weight.  I  return  nearly  all  the  fish  I  catch,  as  they 
would  be  wasted  if  I  kept  them. 

I  commenced  at  the  North  Island,  and  there  received 
many  kindnesses  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Rutherford, 
to  whom  you  kindly  gave  me  a  letter  of  introduction.  I 
then  worked  all  the  rivers  south,  and  am  now  on  the 
Waipahi  River,  an  ideal  fly  stream.  I  am  writing  a  full 
account  of  my  wanderings  for  the  Fishinfj  Gazette.  You 
will  receive  it  in  due  course.  I  have  written  some  letters 
to  local  papers,  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  New 
Zealand  anglers  are  content  to  offer  English  pattern  flies 
to  the  trout,  which  is  quite  a  foreign  diet  for  them,  as  the 
New  Zealand  flies  are  totally  different  from  their  English 
cousins.  Luckily  there  are  two  excellent  fly  tiers  in 
Dunedin,  and  to  them  I  sent  a  lot  of  flies  that  I  caught  on 
the  water,  on  which  the  trout  were  feeding,  and  had 
artificials  dressed  to  imitate  them;  so  now  I  am  "set 
up,"  likewise  a  host  of  others.  The  trout  are  averaging 
smaller  year  by  year.  This  is  owing,  it  is  said,  to  their 
food  supply  diminishing.  At  the  same  time,  those  caught 
with  a  fly  will  average  21b.,  whilst  on  the  minnow  they 
will  go  Clb.  to  81b.,  and  odd  ones  to  181b.  and  201b. 

1  would  be  indeed  grateful  if  you  would  send  me,  to  the 
address  on  first  page,  Halford's  book  on  "  Dry  Fly  Euto- 
mology,"  a'so  Dewar's  book  on  "Dry  Fly  Pishing." 
Please  send  me  a  memo  of  price,  and  I  will  remit  by 
xeturn  mail. 

I  will  remain  in  the  Colonies  until  June.     I  am  then 


leaving  for  England  via  British  Columbia.  The  young 
fellow  that  was  with  us  fishing  is  now  located  there,  and 
he  speaks  highly  of  the  fishing  and  shooting  there  ;  so  I 
am  going  to  give  it  a  trial,  hoping  to  arrive  in  England  in 
the  autumn.    I  will  stay  in  England  for  a  couple  of  years. 

I  arranged  before  leaving  Wilts  for  you  to  have  any 
fishing  you  wanted  on  my  water  there.  So,  when  the 
season  begins,  all  you  have  to  do  is  go  down  and  start  and 
fish  as  long  as  you  like.  I  am  looking  out  for  large 
specimen  fish  to  adorn  your  smoking-room  walls.  I  have 
two  beauties  in  view,  one  321b,  These  big  fish  show  very 
little  fight — one  rush,  tlen  th^y  come  to  the  gaff  like  logs. 

I  alwajB  get  the  Goze^fe ;  it  comes  to  me  weekly.  I 
have  just  received  the  Christmas  number.  "  A  Ilooky 
Pool  on  the  Garry  "  is  a  grand  picture. 

An  rcvoir,  with  kindest  regards. — Very  faithfully  yours, 
Chudleigh  H.  Gobrick 

[Mr.  Gorriok's  interesting  letter  comes  very  opportunely, 
as  there  are  now  some  New  Zealand  trout  on  exhibition 
at  the  Aquarium.  It  contradicts  the  statement  made  in 
the  Standard  of  March  31,  to  the  effect  that  New  Zealand 
trout  do  not  take  a  fly.  It  is  well  known  they  do,  and 
that  probably  there  is  no  finer  fly-fishing  in  the  world. 
It  also  confirms  reports  of  the  poor  play  shown  by  the 
very  big  trout. — Ed  ] 

EARLY  FRY  FROM  THE  CAM. 

Sir, — I  send  you  some  small  fry,  given  to  me  to-day 
(March  11)  by  Mr.  Beasley,  the  lock  keeper  and  fisherman 
at  Waterbeach,  on  the  Cam.  He  says,  that  not  for  twenty 
years  has  he_  known  the  fish  to  be  so  forward.  Kindly 
acknowledge  in  next  week's  Pisliing  Gazette,  and  give  your 
opinion  as  to  the  age  of  the  fry. 

As  a  rule,  on  this  water  the  majority  of  the  fish,  exc=pt 
perch,  have  spawned,  and  are  getting  clean,  including 
pike. — Yours,  Arc,  J.  O.  George. 

Cambridge. 

[The  fry  (dace)  average  about  an  inch  in  length,  and  are 
between  two  and  three  weeks  old.  In  all  rivers  dace 
spawn  earlier  than  roach,  rudd,  chub,  &o.  Early  as  this 
season  is,  we  very  much  doubt  if  the  Cam  fish  have  all 
done  spawning,  except  perch,  as  stated  by  our  corre- 
spondent. Probably,  the  only  fish  which  had  spawned  at 
the  date  mentioned  is  the  dace. — Ed  ] 


YAWLING  AND  WHITEBAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  esteemed  correspondent  A.  Jardine 
deserves  to  be  commended,  he  has  done  both  wisely  and 
well,  and  which  would  become  many  others,  viz.,  to  go 
and  see  for  themselves,  especially  when  uncertain,  in  their 
own  minds,  as  to  the  truthfulness  of  all  our  great 
authorities,  scientific  men,  and  experts.  Mr.  Jardine  has 
been  to  Billingsgate  to  carefully  examine  some  samples  of 
so-called  whitebait,  but  with  regard  to  the  fish  called  a 
"  yawling  "  his  mind  is  still  open,  and  Mr.  Prank  Gosden, 
who  calls  himself  "  an  ichthyological  expert,"  tells  your 
readers  that  the  yawling  is  an  immature  herring. 

This  statement  has  been  the  means  of  calling  forth  a 
well-timed  and  impartial  footnote  by  the  editor,  thus  : 

"  Dr.  Francis  Day,  in  his  great  work  on  the  '  Fishes  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.'  says  that  'yawling'  is  a 
local  name  for  young  heriiog."  This  should  definitely 
settle  the  question,  not  only  for  Mr.  Jardine,  but  Messrs. 
Hussey  and  Tomlin.  The  yawling  subject  has  been  most 
ably  discussed  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
weeks  past,  although  the  same  definition  was  given  at  the 
onset,  but  it  was  ignored,  by  the  Leigh  fishermen 
especially. 

Mr.  Jardine,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  5,  states 
whitebait  proper  are  the  young  of  the  shad,  sometimes 
called  the  "  herring  king,"  and  in  1872  a  lot  of  whitebait 
were  placed  in  one  of  the  tanks  at  the  Brighton  Aquarium, 
seven-eights  of  whioh  grew  into  shad,  and  that  proved 
what  true  whitebait  were.  But  still  feeling  very  much 
interested,  he  has  been  examining  several  simples,  and  had 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  distinguishing  the  miniature 
herring  from  the  sprat.  Just  so.  Mr.  Jardine  did  not 
distinguish  any  shad,  the  true  whitebait,  among  any  of 
these  samples,  more's  the  pity  ;  if  he  had  done  so  it  would 
have  amply  repaid  him  for  his  trouble  and  completely  over- 
thrown all  previous  authorities,  scientists,  and  experts — with 
the  exception  of  those  hatched  at  the  Brighton  Aquarium  in 
1872.  Most  people  are  aware  that  herring  and  sprat  fry 
are  the  principal  constituents  of  so-calhd  whitebait,  and 
as  stated  by  James  Caird,  Thomas  Henry  Huxley,  and 
George  Shaw  Lefevre,  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  of 
Fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom,  that  whitebait  are 
almcBfc  exclusively  young  herrings  and  sprats.  The 
following  experiments  are  perhapj  not  generally  known  to 
Mr.  Jardine.  During  the  years  1874-5  a  very  successful 
cultivation  of  whitebait  took  place  at  the  Manchester 
Aquarium  by  W.  Saville  Kent,  Esq.,  F.L.S.,  F.Z.S,, 
where  the  fry  grew  within  the  course  of  a  year  to  email 
though  fair-sized  herrings,  and  a  similar  experiment  was 
subsequently  carried  through,  with  like  success,  at 
Brighton;  results,  herrings.  Soulhport  Aquarium: 
result,  herrings  ;  and  Westminster  Aquaiium,  in  187(5,  with 
same  result,  herrings.  It  is  strange  Mr.  Jardine  knew 
nothing  of  these  experiments,  espf  c'ally  when  he  quotes  so 
far  back  as  1872.  Trusting  this  will  further  prove  that 
that  which  I  have  fully  explained  before,  whitebait  is 
composed  chiefly  of  herrings  and  spratty  mixtai-e, 
but  no  shad,  and  very  doubtful  if  ever  there  will  be,  is  the 
opinion  of  one  whom  Mr.  Jardine  states  "  calls  himself  an 
ichthyological  expert."  I  take  it  cum  grano  salis  from 
one  such  as  the  profession  would  call  an  unscientific 
scoffer. — Yours  truly,  Frank  Gosden. 

Reading.   

WALKER'S  PLIES  AND  DR.  SPENCE 
Dear  Sib, — As  your  correspondent,  Dr.  Spence,  has 
put  before  your  readers  a  new  species,  I  also  will  venture 
to  do  the  same,  or  rather  a  new  variety  of  a  species,  this  is 
the  "Homo  medicus  %'ar. .  psendo-scie-fltificus.''    I  have 


known  and  respected  a  large  number  of  members  of  the 
species  medicus  for  many  years,  but  have  only  recently 
had  the  opportunity  of  observing  the  habitsof  this  vaiiety. 
—Yours  faithfully,  R.  Clay. 

N.B. — I  am  not  a  scientist,  nor  conceoted  with  the 
medical  profession.  _____ 

PISHING^  NEAR  LUDLOW. 
Dear  Sib, — I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  or  some  of  your 
readers  will  kindly  give  me  some  information  as  to  the 
trout  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ludlow.  Is 
there  any  free  fishing  to  be  had  ?  If  not,  what  is  the 
charge  per  day  or  week?  Any  information  would  be 
gratefully  received, — Yours,  &c.,  ,      A.  J.  M. 


PISHING  NEAR  SOUTHWOLD. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  tell  me  if  gocd  coarso 
fishing  is  to  be  had  at  and  near  Southwold,  Suffolk,  and 
whether  the  fishing  is  open  during  the  month  of  June  ? 
Also  is  there  an  angling  club  at  Southwold  ? — Yours 
truly,    H.  V.  Stevens. 

SPECIMEN  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — From  the  inclosed  handbill  (which  kindly 
return  in  stamped  envelope  for  that  purpose)  you  will 
perceive  that  I  promised  a  silver  cup  for  best  specimen 
fish  caught  in  the  Adur  during  last  season,  and  specified 
that  you  should  decide  as  to  which  was  the  best.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  competitors  who  have  weighed- 
in  :  Mr.  Manville,  tench,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Musson,  dace,  6|oz.  ; 
Mr.  Nash,  roach,  lib.  Joz. ;  Mr.  Porter,  roach,  lib.  4|oz. ; 
Mr.  Porter,  perch,  lib.  15oz. ;  Mr.  Sicklemore,  carp, 
51b.  8oz. 

Will  you  please  say  which  is  the  best  fish,  also  which 
you  consider  the  s  cDnd  and  third  best. — I  remain,  yours 
faithfully,  _  W.  Wise. 

Railway  Hotel,  Steyning. 

[We  say  decidedly,  carp,  first;  perch,  second;  tench, 
third.— Ed.]   , 

GUDGEON  TAKING  A  SPINNING  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — If  my  memory  does  not  fail  me,  a  case  of 
gudgeon  taking  spinning  bait  and  hooking  its  3lf  fairly  in 
the  mouth  is  mentioned  by  the  late  Francis  Francis.  I 
have  been  trying  to  look  it  up  in  order  to  give  an  accurate 
quotation,  but  did  not  succeed  in  doing  so.  Perhaps  s  .me 
of  your  readers  can  supply  the  exact  statement  of  the  case. 
— Yours  very  truly,  Paul  Tcherkassov. 

St.  Petersburg,  March  24. 


RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Sir, — I  notice  that  ia  a  letter  to  a  contemporary  on  the 
subject  of  rainbow  trout,  you  seem  doubtful  if  that  fish  is 
a  cannibal,  adding  that  our  own  trout  are  ready  enough  to 
devour  the  eggs  of  their  own  species. 

In  the  trout  streams  of  the  north  an  overgrown  yellow 
trout  is  as  harmful  to  the  water  as  a  pike,  and  is  far  more 
ready  to  annex  a  tender  young  relation  than  the  artificial 
fly  of  the  angler.  The  rainbow  trout  is  duly  provided 
with  serviceable  teeth,  and  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt 
that  he  is  just  as  dangerous  to  young  fry  as  his  home-bred 
cousins.  You  supply  an  excellent  reason  for  excluding 
rainbows  from  our  trout  streams  when  you  state  that  they 
are  best  in  season  during  the  autumn  and  winter.  Fine 
opportunities  they  would  have  to  thrive  on  the  eggs  of 
S.  fario,  and  to  hunt  down  weakly  representatives  of  that 
species. 

In  his  editorial  comments  on  your  letter,  the  editor  of 
Land  and  Water  assumes  everything.  He  assumes  that, 
in  comparison  with  brown  trout,  rainbows  (1)  grow 
quicker,  (2)  rise  more  freely  at  a  fly,  and  (3)  are  less 
cannibalistic.  They  may  possess  all  these  characteristics 
in  their  own  country,  possibly  also  in  England  under 
special  and  favouring  circumstances ;  but  it  is  quite  certain 
that  we  have  not  yet  had  sufficient  experience  of  rainbows 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  pronounce  definitely  in  their 
favour.  Many  people  consider  that  grayling  are  injurious  to 
trout  streams,  chiefly  because  they  are  ia  rude  health  at  the 
period  when  brown  trout  are  renewing  their  species,  and  are 
apt  to  bully  the  latter  at  a  critical  time.  The  fact  that 
rainbow  trout  have  the  same  bi'eeding  habits  as  grayling 
says  little  in  their  favour.  The  state  of  the  matter  is  that 
rainbows  are  still  very  much  on  their  trial,  and  the  thanks 
of  the  angling  community  are  due,  sir,  to  you  for  drawing 
attention  to  the  fact.  They  may  be  well  enough  suited 
for  artificial -ponds,  and  yet  worse  than  useless  in  streams. 

Land  and'  Water  maintains  that  rainbows  will  thrive  in 
"a  class  of  waters  where  S.  fario  will  not  thrive."  I 
should  much  like  to  know  what  kind  of  waters  are  referred 
to.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  our  brown  trout  will 
thrive  in  any  waters  which  are  not  polluted,  and  which 
contain  sufficient  food  supplies.  In  the  absence  of  focd  I 
suppose  even  rainbows  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  grow 
fat.  According  to  Land  and  Water,  also,  it  would  be 
advisable  in  some  cases  to  re-stock  with  rainbow  trout 
instead  of  iS.  fario.  In  my  opinion  this  is  very  dangerous 
advice,  altogether  opposed  to  the  teachings  of  experience. 
Take,  for  example.  Lake  Vyrnwy.  I  am  not  a^iare  if 
rainbows  were  introduced  here,  but  S.  fontinalis  and  Loch 
Levens  certainly  were,  and  great  hopes  were  founded  on 
their  introduction.  The  failure  of  both  species  has  been 
very  marked.  The  best  fish,  and  the  best  conditioned,  in 
Lake  Vyrnwy  are  descendants  of  the  old  river  trout,  and 
these  also  are  found  to  give  best  results  in  the  artifioia 
hatcheries. 

No  one  would  welcome  with  more  pleasure  than  the 
writer  the  introduction  to  our  rivers  of  any  fish  which 
would  thrive  without  interfering  with  the  original  breed, 
and  which  would  increase  the  angler's  opportunities  for 
sport.  Rainbow  trout  may  pcssihly  fulfil  these  require- 
ments, but  I  think  your  contemporary  is  a  trifle  premature 
in  taking  it  for  granted.  Black  Dor.. 

Several  letters -are  vmavoidahly  held  over,  ■ 
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NORWEGIAN  ITEMS. 


The  winter  of  1897-98  in  Norway  has  been  an 
eminently  unsatisfactory  one  from  pretty  nearly 
every  point  of  view.  Gales,  entailing  great  loss 
of  life  among  the  west  coast  fishermen,  have  been 
incessant.  Not  until  well  on  in  February  was  there 
any  snow  to  speak  of,  the  ordinai-y  winter  amuse- 
ments of  sleighing,  "  ski-lobning,"  and  tobog- 
ganing being  therefore  impossible  ;  and  although 
there  have  been  of  late  some  heavy  snowfalls, 
spells  of  mild  weather  have  been  sandwiched  in 
between  them  with  distinctly  unpleasant  effects. 

The  kelts  will  certainly  have  no  excuse  for 
hanging  about  the  very  lowest  reaches  in  the 
rivei-8,  as  heavy  floods  have  been  of  continual 
occurrence,  and  they  ought  to  have  been  washed 
down  to  the  fjords  long  ago ;  but  a  snowfall  so 
late  in  the  winter  is  not  usually  favourable  for 
angling,  and  however  big  the  resulting  flood,  it  is 
pretty  sure  to  be  all  too  brief  in  its  continuance. 

There  would  seem,  however,  to  be  no  cessation 
in  the  demand  for  salmon  water  out  here.  Some 
fif  teen  miles  of  the  "  Lasrdal,"  in  the  Sogne 
Fjord,  have  been  let  for  close  on  £2000  a  year,  and 
as  two  of  the  principal  tenants  are  Norwegian 
"  agents,"  the  aggregate  sum  paid  by  those  who 
actually  fish  that  well  known  river  will,  in  all 
probability,  be  considerably  larger ;  while,  accord- 
ing to  the  Christiania  Oreblad,  of  March  28,  the 


"  Laxelv,"  on  the  northern  coast  of  Finmarken, 
has  been  let  to  an  English  sportsman  for 
Kr.  2100  (about  £117).  This  stream,  which  dis- 
charges into  the  head  of  the  long  and  dreary 
Porsanger  Fjord,  has  all  the  conditions  requisite 
for  a  good  salmon  river.  Its  character  is  rapid  ; 
it  contains  many  fine  clean  and  rocky  pools  ;  it 
drains  a  large  area  of  country  ;  and  on  the  stretch 
of  five-and-twenty  odd  miles,  which  is  accessible 
to  migratory  fish,  there  are  a  couple  of  large  lakes, 
which  serve  as  reservoirs  to  keep  it  up,  and  into 
which  the  fish  can  retire  in  low  water.  The  best 
of  the  fishing  belongs  to  the  State,  but  there  are 
a  good  many  private  owners  also,  and  it  will 
probably  be  some  years  before  this  remote  stream 
recovers  from  the  effects  of  the  severe  course  of 
netting  and  spearing  to  which  it  has  been  so  long 
subjected  by  the  Lapps  in  the  neighbourhood, 
The  ascent  is  niade  in  long  canoe-like  boats,  and 
is  calculated  to  try  the  nerves  of  those  un- 
accustomed to  this  species  of  travelling,  the  men 
forcing  their  slight  craft  up  places  that  look 
absolutely  impossible  with  their  long  birchen 
poles. 

Some  few  years  ago,  it  will  be  remembered,  a 
considerable  correspondence  took  place  in  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  with  regard  to 
Norwegian  "  Agents ;  "  and  now  no  one  who  finds 
himself  let  in  for  a  bad  thing  through  one  of 
them  can  blame  anyone  bat  himself,  so  numerous 
and  repeated  have  been  the  warnings.  But 
another  and  most  objectionable  element  has  been 
introduced  into  this  traffic  in  angling  water. 
"  Now,"  say  the  Norwegians,  "  some  of  you 
English  sportsmen  actually  combine  with  the 
very  '  agents '  whose  methods  you  reprobate  so 
strongly  in  your  newspapers."  And  such,  we  are 
sorry  to  say,  is  the  case.  In  consideration  of 
getting  the  right  for  nothing,  or  at  any  rate  at  a 
low  figure,  a  foreign  expert  fishes  a  beat  of 
salmon  water  which  has  been  acquired  by  a 
Norwegian  agent,"  and  by  dint  of  hard  work 
and  a  liberal  use  of  the  deadly  prawn  he  gets  all 
there  is  to  be  got  out  of  it.  A  record  is  thus 
established  which  the  "  agent "  takes  care  to 
utilise  to  the  best  advantage  when  a  paying 
tenant  turns  up,  and  the  expert  is  passed  on  to 
another  beat,  there  to  repeat  his  role.  The 
natives  think  this  is  playing  it  somewhat  low 
on  the  part  of  the  latter,  but  their  countryman, 
the  "  agent,"  they  look  upon  as  a  smart  man. 

On  the  23rd  inst.  we  observed  a  "  Sun  Dog  "  in 
the  western  sky  about  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, a  sign,  it  is  generally  believed  here,  of  bad 
weather.  Never  was  belief  better  founded.  Next 
morning  the  weather  had  completely  altered,  and 
a  violent  easterly  gale  sprang  up,  which,  accom- 
panied by  heavy  snowstorms,  raged  for  six  days 
straight  on  end.  To-day,  however,  the  effects  of 
the  "  Sun  Dog  "  would  seem  to  be  exhausted,  as 
it  is  fine,  a  dead  calm  prevails,  and  the  snow  is 
fast  disappearing  under  a  mild  temperature. 

Should  this  state  of  matters  continue,  the  ice, 
which  is  already  pretty  rotten,  will  quickly  dis- 
appear from  the  lakes  and  tarns,  and  before  the 
end  of  April  the  trout  will  be  on  the  feed. 

Norway,  March  30.  Rugde. 


THE  USE  OF  THE  GAFF. 


It  is  a  very  handy  instrument  the  gaff,  and  just 
in  its  handiness  and  the  facility  with  which  it 
may  be  used  lies  its  greatest  danger  as  an  instru- 
ment of  destruction  when  applied  to  foul  fish. 

When  the  fish  is  clean,  and  is  about  to  be 
knocked  on  the  head  with  the  greatest  of  dispatch, 
the  gaff  is  in  its  right  place ;  but  when  a  kelt  is 
being  dealt  with,  and  has  to  be  returned  to  the 
river  again,  then  the  landing  net  should  take  the 
place  of  the  gaff,  unless  the  latter  can  be 
judiciously  used  so  as  not  to  inflict  a  fatal  wound. 

As  the  law  stands  in  Scotland  at  present,  the 
salmon  angler  may  freely  \ise  the  gaff  on  all 
occasions,  and  as  a  rule  nine  out  of  every  ten  do 
so  unless  prohibited  by  any  local  bye-law  or  other 
estate  regulation. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  hundreds  of  spent 
fish  are  being  dealt  with  daily  on  all  our  early 
salmon  rivers  and  sti-eams.  Probably  they  may 
not  be  so  strongly  en  evidence  this  season  as  in 
some  more  normal  years,  nor  be  so  generally  dis- 
tributed over  all  the  pools,  on  account  of  their 
early  migrations  towards  the  sea ;  but  they  are 
still  plentiful  enough  in  all  conscience,  and  will 


be  so  till  the  month  of  May  at  leist,  when,  with 
the  bulk  cf  the  smolt  migration,  they  then  finally 
disappear.  Till  then  the  salmon  angler  n^ed  not 
be  surprised  should  he  find  himself  now  and  again 
in  their  company,  and  somewhat  imtated  by  their 
presence,  and  to  him  we  desire  to  say  a  word  in 
season  upon  the  economical  use  of  the  gaff. 

Every  fish  that  falls  a  victim  either  to  the  fell 
attacks  of  Saprolegnia  ferax  or  the  indiscriminate 
use  of  the  gaff,  is  a  loss  to  the  river,  and  a 
decided  waste  from  an  economical  point  of  view  ; 
and  were  salmon  anglers  to  view  it  in  this  light, 
and  so  place  the  matter  before  their  gillies  and 
friends  after  the  same  sound  and  reasonable 
fashion,  many  head  of  spent  or  foul  fish  would  be 
annually  saved  to  the  stock  of  the  river  which  are 
now  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  thoughtlessness 
rather  than  from  wanton  destruction. 

The  angler's  first  consideration,  after  ne  is 
satisfied  that  he  is  dealing  with  a  "  kelt,"  is  how 
to  get  rid  of  it  with  the  least  possible  trouble. 
The  gaff  is  whipped  out,  and  at  the  first  favourable 
opportunity  the  steel  is  sent  well  home,  and  in  a 
trice  a  12,  14,  or  20-pounder  is  wriggling  on  the 
bank,  and  the  gillie  busy  with  his  "  guUy  "  cutting 
out  the  hook  or  hooks.  As  soon  as  this  is  success- 
fully accomplished,  or  as  soon  as  the  gillie  thinks 
fit,  the  wounded  salar  is  lifted  by  the  tail  and 
most  unceremoniously  "  returned,"  often  coming 
heavily  into  contact  with  the  bank  or  bed  of  the 
stream  before  finding  enough  water  to  swim  off  in, 
and  being  then  helped  into  deeper  quarters  by  the 
gillie's  brogue. 

That  anything  with  life  in  it  short  of  a  worm  or 
an  eel  should  survive  such  treatment  would  be  by 
the  merest  chance,  and  little  short  of  miraculous. 
That  kelts  so  wounded  do  not  survive  we  have 
plenty  of  evidence  to  prove  in  the  scores  of  fish 
found  dead  in  the  different  rivers  at  the  present 
time  of  the  year,  where  the  gaff  is  the  modus 
operandi  of  bringing  them  to  the  bank.  Dead 
kelts  showing  marks  of  having  been  gaffed  are  to 
be  found  in  every  other  pool,  especially  on  the 
lower  waters,  where  they  rot  away,  l^eing  hot-beds 
of  disease  and  pollution,  whether  in  the  water  or 
at  the  side  of  it.  In  the  tidal  basin  more  than 
seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  dead  fish  examined 
by  the  fishery  officers  have  shown  evidences  of 
being  severely  gaffed,  and  the  inference  clearly 
shows  that  were  the  use  of  the  gaff  prohibited  till 
after  May  these  fish  would  undoubtedly  have  had 
a  better  chance  of  life  than  they  had. 

There  are  many  that  hold  the  view  that  kelts 
should  be  destroyed  at  the  best.  They  point  to 
their  cannibalistic  propensities,  and  to  then- 
death  rate  otherwise  as  sufficient  proof  that  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  knock  them  on  the  head 
and  get  them  buried  well  away  from  the  river, 
when  they  are  diseased.  With  fish,  either  clean 
or  foul,  far  advanced  in  a  state  of  disease,  we 
certainly  agree  that  the  best  remedy  is  to  do  as 
they  propose ;  but  when  there  are  no  serious 
traces  of  disease  the  case  is  quite  different,  and 
this  is  the  view  the  Legislature  presently  holds  of 
the  matter.  The  kelt  has  to  be  "  returned," 
and  it  is  for  the  salmon  angkr  to  do 
so  after  a  sportsmanlike  fashion,  and  with 
a  due  regard  to  his  own  and  his  neighbours 
interests  in  the  water,  whatever  may  be  the  means 
employed.  We  do  not  shut  out  the  fact  that 
there  are  some  waters  where  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  land  the  fish  without  the  use  of  a  gaff.  We 
have  been  in  the  predicament  often,  and  know  of 
no  more  trying  situation  than  hanging  on  to  a 
kelt  in  the  hope  that  it  might  alter  its  position,  so 
as  to  save  our  precious  chances  of  the  fat  t  closing 
day,  and  not  necessitate  the  risk  of  a  fatal  gaffing. 
We  have  stoned  it,  but  to  no  purpose,  and  tried 
every  art  and  suggestion  our  ebbing  stock  of 
patience  could  command,  and  yet  been  forced  to 
draw  the  gaff'  under  it  after  aU.  But  when  time 
is  not  limited,  when  there  are  no  special 
advantages  to  lie  gained,  the  use  of  the  gaff' 
should  be  entirely  discai-ded  as  being  quite  un- 
necessary when  the  fish  is  not  for  the  table. 
Tailing  the  fish,  where  the  landing  net  is  not  in 
use,  is  the  next  safest  way  of  bringing  them  to 
the  bank  uninjured.  Seeing  it  matters  little 
whether  the  fisb  gets  off  the  hook  or  not,  the 
angler  need  not  be  particular  as  to  putting  on 
considerable  strain,  and  so,  nolens  volens,  winding 
it  into  the  giUie's  hand,  where,  after  a  little 
practice,  the  greenest  duffer  at  tailing  may 
fix  up  the  fish  by  the  forefinger  and 
thumb,    and    so    carry    it    carefully  ashore. 
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After    the    hook    has    been    most  carefully 
and  expeditiously  removed,  and  without  poiuing 
lamentations   over  its  wretched  state,  and  for 
sheer  cussedness,  and  perhaps  from  disappoint- 
ment as  well,  keeping  it  as  long  on  the  bank  as 
possible,  the  fish  should  be  carefully  carried  down 
again  by  the  tail,  and  placed  in  an  eddy,  or  back- 
Avater,  or  tail  of  the  pool,  with  plenty  of  room  to 
swim  in,  but  out  of  the  cun-ent,  with  as  much 
consideration  as  if  it  were  being  added  to  the 
stock  of  a  private  aquarium.    That  some  anglers 
do  so  treat  their  kelts  we  have  ample  means  of 
knowing.    His  Grace  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  is 
most  particular  in  this  respect,  and,  as  chairman 
of  the  Dee  Salmon  Fishery  Improvement  Associa- 
tion, he  is  constantly  urging  upon  lessees  and 
proprietors  the  necessity  as  well  as  the  good  of 
doing  likewise.    Mr.   Frank  Pickop,  who  died 
some  years  ago,  and  who  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  of  Deeside  anglers  in  his  day,  once 
dismissed  a  gillie  on  the  spot  for  abusing  a  kelt 
by  taking  it  by  the  tail  and  swinging  it  into  the 
centre  of  the  river.     Mr.   Pickop  was  most 
particular  in  his  treatment  of  kelts.    They  had 
to  be  tailed  at  whatever  cost  to  time  or  tackle, 
and  carefully  returned  and  placed  in  a  backwater 
or  eddy  to  recover,  supposing  the  keeper  had  to 
carry  it  half  a  mile  up  or  down  till  he  found  one. 
Yet  no  more  impatient  angler  ever  lifted  rod  on 
Dee,  or  anywhere  else,  than  Mr.  Pickop,  when  he 
had  a  clean  fish  on. 

The  late  Mr.  Farnell  Watson  was  another 
exemplary  angler  in  this  respect.  If  the  net  was 
forgotten  at  the  lower  end  of  the  water  and 
either  he  or  his  famous  gillie,  Charlie  Gill,  got 
into  a  "  beast  of  a  kelt,"  Charlie  had  to  tramp  for 
the  net  while  the  governor  held  on  to  the  fish, 
although  they  both  had  their  telescope  gaffs  in 
their  bags.  The  gaff  was  for  clean  fish  alone, 
and  although  it  took  Charlie  the  better  part  of 
half  an  hour  at  least  to  get  the  net  when  he 
could  not  tail  it,  this  had  to  be  done,  even 
though  darkness  was  fast  setting  in,  and  the  last 
chances  of  the  day  lost  in  thus  taking  care  of  the 
kelt,  so  tenaciously  did  Mr.  Watson  hold  to  his 
practice. 

It  is  firmly  believed— and  there  are  only  too 
good  grounds  for  the  belief— that  only  in  a  few 
instances  do  kelts  survive  after  being  gaffed  and 
put  back  into  the  water,  even  although  the 
returning  operation  may  not  be  assisted  by  the 
gillie  s  brogue,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  be  care- 
tully  performed  and  properly  attended  to.  When 
the  clip  has  per  force  of  circumstances  to  be 
conscientiously  resorted  to,  the  fish  should  be 
gaffed  m  front  of  the  tail,  as  being  the  part  where 
it  may  be  done  with  least  fatal  results,  and 
anglers  should  make  a  point  of  instructing  their 
gillies  in  this  respect,  so  that  by  practising  it  on 
all  occasions  it  may  become  a  habit  with  them, 
which  they  are  not  likely  to  forget  in  the  moment 
oi  excitement  when  the  steel  is  being  sent 
home. 

We  do  not  touch  on  the  much  disputed  point 
as  to  whether  the  fish  feels  the  pain  of  the  gaff 
or  not,  after  the  same  sensitive  manner  as  warm- 
blcoled  creatures  undoubtedly  do.  This  is  more 
a  matter  for  imaginative  speculation  than  what 
the  stern  realities  which  meet  us  in  the  face 
trom  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  gaff  will  allow 
It  is  the  life  of  the  fish  we  are  pleading  for,  and 
the  greater  question  includes  the  lesser ;  and  if 
the  gaff  be  discountenanced  and  discontinued 
not  only  will  there  be  the  certainty  of  pain  being 
reduced  to  a  minimum,  but  the  life  of  the  fish 
wiU  be  spared,  and  what  is  presently  worthless 
m  the  form  of  dead  kelt  return  to  the  river  as 
valuable  brood  fish. 

^  In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned,  in 
c  osing,  that  many  authoritative  sportsmen  and 
experienced  fishermen  hold  the  view  that  were 
the  use  of  the  gaff  prohibited  in  landing  kelts, 
\  /™P  5-  ^^"""^  accordingly  reduced, 
that  the  fungus  disease  would  not  be  so  bad  as  it 
oiten  18.  Dead  fish  are  a  proHfic  source  of  con- 
tamination and  a  fruitful  hotbed  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  Saprolegnia  when  they  find  a  last  resting- 
place  in  the  salmon  pools.  Not  only,  therefore 
would  the  stock  of  the  fish  in  the  river  be 
increased,  and  the  chances  of  contamination 
trom  decaying  fish  reduced,  if  not  removed  alto- 
gether but  the  spirit  of  the  law  in  seeking  to 
protect  the  kelt  would  be  actually  carried  into 
practice.  In  fact,  the  one  is  reaUy  the  legal 
corollary  of  the  other.  G.  M 


TROUT  FLY  DRESSING. 

{Continued  from  page  221.) 

Akticle  No.  13.— HOW  TO  DRESS  A  DRY- 
FLY. 

Det-plt  fishlag  being  a  development  of  wet- fly 
fashing,  it  follows  almost  of  necessity  that  the 
artificial  lures  used  in  the  newer  style  should  be 
developments  of  those  used  in  the  older ;  and  fact 
confirms  the  inference. 

It  is  in  the  hackle  and  wings  of  the  dry-fly  that 
the  results  of  the  developing  process  are  chiefly 
noticeable.  The  special  object  served  by  the 
seemingly  excessive  number  of  fibres  in  the 
hackle  is,  firstly,  to  afford  greater  support  when 
the  fly  is  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  water; 
and,  secondly,  to  afford  greater  resistance  to 
descent,  and  thus  decrease  the  impetus  with  which 
the  fly  strikes  the  water.  The  split  wings,  acting 
hke  a  parachute,  also  contribute  to  produce  the 
same  result. 

Now,  it  is  well  known  that  in  almost  every  case 
of  practical  importance  a  body  which  does  not 
sink  to  the  bottom  of  a  fluid  displaces  a  quantity 
of  the  fluid  equal  in  weight  to  itself.  But, 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  Archimedean  rule,' 
almost  universal  in  its  application,  is  of  but  minor 
importance  to  the  dry-fly  angler.  A  simple 
experiment  will  decide  the  matter. 

Place  a  dry-fly  carefully  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  in  an  upright  or  "  cocked  "j  position. 
Its  '•  displacement "  is  very  small  indeed,  little 
more  than  the  bend  of  the  hook  being  under 
water.  Then  sink  the  fly,  pressing  it  well  under 
the  surface.  On  the  pressure  being  removed,  it 
will  (if  a  typical  dry-fly)  rise  rapidly  till  the  tips 
of  its  wmgs  touch  the  surface,  when  it  will  remain 
still,  entirely  immersed— held  down  by  the  elastic 
skm  of  the  water,  to  which  reference  has  ali-eady 
been  made.  Before,  when  the  fly  was  floating 
properly,  it  was  the  elastic  skin  that  held  it  mjj.  " 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  this  elastic  skin  of  the 
water  is  capable  of  sustaining  such  a  small  weight, 
that  in  all  ordinary  questions  of  buoyancy  its 
presence  may  be  altogether  ignored,  but  its 
influence  in  dry-fly  fishing  is  supreme. 
A  good  dry-fly,  then,  should  be  constructed:— 

1.  To  fall  in  the  correct  position. 

2.  To  fall  so  gently  on  the  skin  of  the  water  as 
not  to  break  through  it. 

3.  To  distribute  its  weight  so  evenly  on  th' 
skin  as  to  be  easily  borne  up. 

4.  To  prevent  the  skin  from  "  creeping  "  over  it. 
In  Art.  No.  6  the  last  condition  has  already 

been  discussed.  We  shall  now  examine  some 
forms  of  dry-flies,  and  discover  how  far  they 
fulfil  the  remaining  conditions. 


Fig.  54.— Types  of  dry  flies. 


A,  B,  C.  Ordinary  upwings.  G.  Ordinary  down  wing 

U.  Heversed  wingej   up-   H.  Fly  with  "  rolled  '  wingo. 

V  I?  r.„T"'S'j,,       ,  ,.         ^-  Ee^arse  winged  ilownwin? 
Ji,  1'.  Detiched  bodied  tliea. 

Forms  A,  B,  and  C  are  those  most  commonly 
used,  but  both  have  a  tendency  to  fall  with  the 
shank  of  the  hook  pointing  skywards,  unless  there 
IS  j  ust  sufficient  tension  at  the  end  of  the  gut  cast 
to  keep  it  horizontal.  When  this  is  the  case,  the 
line  of  descent  being  vertical,  it  follows  that  the 
wmgs  should  be  perpendicular  to  the  shank  (as  in 
iorm  B),  if  the  maximum  advantage  is  to  be 
taken  of  their  parachutic  action.  Now,  while 
tovm  A  is  the  truest  to  nature.  Form  C  is 
the  most  evenly  balanced  when  floating  in  its 


correct  position,  and  therefore  conforms  best  to 
the  third  condition  above  laid  down,  so  that,  on 
the  whole,  it  would  seem  that  Form  B,  bein"  a 
compromise  between  the  two,  and  having,  as  has 
just  been  demonstrated,  a  special  advantage  of  its 
own,  is  the  best  of  the  three  that  have,  so  far, 
been  considered. 

Forms  D  and  E,  however,  seem,  when  judged  by 
the  standards  proposed,  to  be  far  nearer  to 
mechanical  perfection  than  any  of  the  others.  In 
Form  E,  for  instance,  a  form  of  my  own  inven- 
tion, and  now  for  the  first  time  publicly  described, 
it  _  will  be  noticed  that  the  centre  of  gravity 
is  just  beneath  the  wings.  This  means  that  the 
natural  tendency  of  the  fly  is  to  fall  upright  on 
the  surface  of  th3  water,  and  with  the  minimum 
of  speed.  Besides  this,  the  hackle,  being  the 
first  part  of  the  fly  to  touch  the  water,  serves  to 
break  the  force  of  the  fall.  When  the  fly  is 
floating  it  is  siipported  both  by  the  shank  of  the 
hook  and  the  detached  body,  so  that  it  is  the 
hardest  to  sink  (as  well  as  the  easiest  to  "  cock  ") 
of  all  the  types  illustrated.  It  also,  I  think,  com- 
rares  favourably  with  Form  F  as  regards  the 
consideration  of  the  hook  being  hidden,  e.^pecially 
when  it  is  remembered  that  any  part  of  the  hook  ■ 
that  is  under  water  must  be  seen  by  the  fish 
much  more  distinctly  than  the  part  above  the 
surface;  and,  more  than  this,  that  the  part 
beneath  the  water  will  often  be  seen  double 
owing  to  reflection. 

Form  D  has  its  centre  of  gravity  almost 
beneath  its  wings,  and,  therefore,  possesses 
advantages  similar  to  those  of  Form  E,  which  it 
even  excels  in  effective  concealment  of  the  hook. 
With  Pattern  0,  however,  it  shares  this  disadvan- 
tage, that,  when  it  is  in  use,  the  wear  and  tear  on 
the  wings  is  somewhat  excessive,  owing  to  the 
slope  of  these  towards  the  point  of  the  rod. 

With  regard  to  the  "  set "  of  the  hackle  of  a 
dry-fly,  the  advantage  of  having  the  fibres  as  well 
spread  out  as  possible  is  more  than  ever  apparent. 
Indeed,  to  stroke  and  pull  them  into  a  compact 
bunch  is  not  merely  to  go  out  of  one's  way  to 
avoid  a  resemblance  to  nature,  but  is  to  act 
almost  as  foolishly  as  would  a  furniture  maker 
who  would  place  the  four  legs  of  a  table  in  a 
straight  line;  for  some  of  the  hackle  fibres  of  a  dry- 
fly  should  help  to  support  it  on  the  skin  of  the 
water,  much  as  the  legs  of  a  table  support  the  table. 
It  is  one  of  the  advantages  of  cocks'  hackles  for 
dry-fly  dressing  over  the  softer  hackles  of  the 
hen,  that  the  fibres  of  the  former  do  not  get 
drawn  together  as  easily  as  do  those  of  the 
latter. 

Having  now  attempted  to  explain  the  general 
principles  upon  which  a  dry-fly  should  be  con- 
structed, and  discussed  the  advantages  of  the 
various  external  forms  of  the  finished  article,  I 
may  proceed,  without  further  delay,  to  the 
description  of  the  various  methods  of  its 
manufacture. 

Dey-Flt.— Method  No.  1. 
Commence  at  shoulder  and  wind  towards  the 
left  to  bend.    Tie  in  whisks  and  form  body  as  in 
wet-fly  methods. 


Fig.  55. 


Now  prepare  two  pieces  of  feather  web  of  the 
Form  B,  illustrated  in  Fig.  32,  and  of  the  same 
size.  Place  these  on  the  table,  dark  side  upper- 
most. Slightly  moisten  the  tip  of  the  right  fore- 
finger and  press  it  gently  on  one  of  the  feather 
webs  so  as  to  cause  it  to  adhere.   Raise  it  from 


Apeil  9,  1898] 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


257 


tli3  table  and  lay  it,  light  side  to  dark  side,  exactly 
over  the  other.  Moisten  the  forefinger  again  and 
press  it  on  the  two  thickness  of  feather  so  as  to 
cau:e  tota  to  adhere  to  the  finger  in  their  proper 
positions.  Then,  using  both  hands,  fold  the 
double  thickness  of  feather  in  haK,  leaving  the 
dark  side  facing  outwards.  The  four  thicknesses 
of  feather  thus  obtained  are  to  be  the  double 
wings  of  our  dry-fiy.  I  shall  refer  to  the  process 
just  described  as  the  first  method  of  winging,  or 
preparing  the  wings  {vide  Fig.  57).  Single  wings 
are  in  durability  and  general  utility  much  inferior 
to  double  ones.  They  are  prepared,  as  is  obvious, 
by  doubling  one  thickness  of  feather  dark  side 
oatwards. 

Tie  in  wings.  Clip  stumps,  and  continue  wind- 
ing towards  the  right  to  end  of  shank. 

Wind  back  towards  the  left,  and,  when  the 
roots  of  the  wings  are  reached,  take  one  tm"n 
behind  the  wings.    Fasten  silk  in  clip. 

Prepare  and  tie  in  hackle  as  in  wet-fly  methods, 
but  with  three  turns  towards  the  left.  Clip  stem 
of  hackle. 

Fasten  silk  in  clip,  and  wind  hackle  about  four 
turns  towards  the  right,  remembering  to  make 
the  turns  alternately  before  and  behind  the 
strained  length  of  tying  silk.  Leave  hackle 
strained  taut  by  suspended  hackle  pliers. 

Split  the  wings  apart  with  the  tweezers.  Take 
hold  of  the  hackle  pliers  with  the  left  hand,  and 
the  near  wing  (a  double  thickness,  of  course) 
between  the  right  forefinger  and  thumb.  Now 
wind  the  hackle  one  more  turn  towards  the  right, 
passing  it  between  the  wings,  and  again  leave  it 
strained  taut  by  suspended  pliers. 


Fig.  56.— Hackle  being  brought  betwesn  the  win^a. 

Then,  again,  take  hackle  pliers  in  left  hand,  and 
the  off  wing  between  forefinger  and  thumb  of 
right  hand,  and  wind  hackle  yet  another  turn,  but 
backward  towards  the  left,  again  passing  it 
between  the  wings. 

Secure  hackle  by  two  turns  of  silk  taken  close 
behind  the  wings,  and  by  one  or  two  more  taken 
in  front  of  them.    Form  whip  finish. _ 

Adjust  hackle  fibres,  &c.,  and  varnish  head. 

A  second  method  of  preparing  wings  for  a 
dry-fly  is  as  follows : — 

Lay  the  two  thicknesses  of  feather  fibi-e  (each 
of  the  width  of  two  wings)  dark  side  to  dark  side, 
and  then  double  both  together.  The  result  is 
illustrated  sectionally  in  Fig-  57. 


when  the  fly  is  complete,  be  converted  into 
"rolled"  wings  by  Iheir  tips  being  twirled. 
The  modus  operandi  is  familiar  to  owners  of 
moustaches.  Personally,  I  do  not  admire 
"  rolled  "  wings.  They  wear  well,  but  this  seems 
to  be  their  only  advantage.  It  is,  however, 
sometimes  convenient  to  "  roll "  the  wings  of  a 
fly  when,  after  continued  use,  they  become 
somewhat  draggled. 

Sometimes  the  four  thicknesses  of  the  wings 
are  accurately  paired.  That  is  to  say,  that  of  the 
two  outside  thicknesses  one  is  taken  from  a 
certain  part  of  some  particular  feather  of  the 
right  wing  of  a  bird,  and  the  other  from  the 
con-esponding  pai-t  of  the  corresponding  feather 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  same  bird ;  and  the  two 
inside  thicknesses  are,  of  course,  similarly 
obtained.  This  plaji  may  have  its  advantages  in 
securing  perfect  symmetry,  but  I  do  not  find  it 
easy  to  carry  out  in  practice,  nor,  indeed,  to  give 
appreciably  better  results  than  the  other  methods 
described. 


called  the  Scottish  Trout  Fishers'  Associatior, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  lu'e.s, 
itc,  which  will  be  submitted  to  a  general  meeting 
of  anglers,  to  be  called  at  an  early  date. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  association  will — far  from 
being  a  purely  local  one — assume  a  national 
character,  the  idea  being  to  foster  trout  fishing 
everywhere  in  Scotland.  The  objects  of  the 
association  should  commend  themselves  to  all 
true  anglers,  whether  highland  or  lowland ;  while 
the  necessity  of  some  such  body  need  scarcely  be 
impressed  upon  those  who  have  marked  the 
deterioration  of  our  streams  in  late  years. 


Fig.  57. — Sections  of  wings. 

A.  As  prepared  by  first  method. 

B.  As  prepared  by  second  method 

The  thick  lines  Indicate  the  dark  side  of  the  feather. 

After  some  practice  the  beginner  will  be  able  to 
"  square  up  "  a  sufficiently  broad  piece  of  feather 
to  form  all  four  thicknesses  of  the  two  wings.  It 
will  then  be  sufficient  to  double  this  piece  twice 
when  it  is  desired  to  prepare  wings  according  to 
the  method  just  described. 

It  is  to  be  obseiwed  that  in  a  fly  winged  by  the 
first  method  given,  the  dark  side  of  the  winging 
feather  is  exposed,  and  vice  versa. 

Wings  prepared  after  the  second  method  may. 


Fig.  58, 


-Illustratiog  the  prepxration  of  wirgs  by 
"i:airin_5"  method. 

X.  Feather  from  right  wing.  W,  The  wings  ready  to  be  tied 
Y.  Feather  from  left  wing.  in. 

A,  B.  Pieces  of  feath'.r  cut  from  S,  Sectional  view  of  sam^. 

X.  F.  Fly  wiaped  by  '  p.iring' 
C,  D.  Pifoes  of  feither  cut  from  method. 
Y. 

To  form  W :  B  is  laid  on  A,  C  on  B,  and  D  on  C. 

There  is,  however,  one  fact  which  may  be  noted 
concerning  it  which  may  possibly  commend  it  to 
the  beginner.  The  four  thicknesses  are  put 
together  just  as  they  are  cut  from  the  quiU 
(Fig.  58),  so  that  the  "  squaring  up "  process 


illustrated 
process  is 


SCOTTISH    TROUT  FISHERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION. 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir  John  Brumier 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  the  Scottish  county  councils  im- 
mediately north  of  the  border  are  unable  to  act 
with  the  English  county  councils  immediately 
south  of  the  border  for  the  purpose  of  the  forma- 
tion of  joint  committees  for  the  pi-evention  of  tbe 
pollution  of  rivers;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  pro- 
pos3s  to  introduce  a  bill  of  one  clause,  or  whether 
he  would  favour  the  introduction  of  a  bill  of  or.e 
clause  to  enable  them  to  do  so.  Mr.  Chaplain 
answered  that  he  was  aware  of  the  question  which 
had  bsen  raised  with  regard  to  certain  counties. 
He  did  not  propose  to  introduce  a  bill  on  behalf 
of  the  G-overnment,  but  he  should  favour  the 
introduction  of  such  a  bill,  or  if  in  committee  on 
the  Rivers  Pollution  Bill  a  clause  were  moved 
with  a  view  of  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a. 
joint  committee,  he  would  raise  no  difiipulties  if 
the  terms  of  the  clause  appeared  to  be  free  from 
objection. — Field. 


OXINE. 


in  Fig.  32,  is  not  essential.  As  this 
a  somewhat  delicate  one  to  execute 
properly,  albeit  occupying  a  very  short  time,  I 
would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  "  pairing 
plan  as  a  good  means  of  evading  it.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  pair  with 
absolute  accuracy.  It  will  effect  the  purpose  in 
view  if  the  right  wing  of  the  fly  is  made  from  a 
right  wing  feather  of  the  bird,  and  vice  versa. 
But  the  "squaring  up"  method  must  be  learnt 
before  the  amateur  can  be  considered  proficient, 
and  when  once  learnt  it  is  really  quite  easy. 
[To  he  continued.) 


We  have  had  many  preparations  of  extract  of 
meat  in  portable  forms,  but  we  believe  the  Oxine 
Company,  of  29,  Walbrook,  London,  E.G.,  were 
the  first  to  succeed  in  .the  attempt  to  combine 
meat  and  vegetables.    They  do  this  to  perfection 
in  their  various  preparations  of  Oxine,  sold  by 
chemists    and  grocers.    We.  have  tried  their 
lozenges,  sent  out  in  a  neat  tin  box  at  Is.  Id.,  and 
found  them  most  palatable  and  sustaining.  They 
are  splendid  things  to  have  in  your  pocket  when 
starting  off  fishing,  for  every  angler  knows  that 
it  is  a  mistake  to  work  tremendously  hard  and 
walk  for  miles  on  breakfast  and  lunch,  getting 
back  to  dinner  late  and  exhausted.    You  order 
dinner  at  seven,  and  get  back  probably  at  eight 
or  nine,  having  eaten  nothing  since  lunch.  One 
two  of  these  "  Oxine "  lozenges  would  bring 
you  back  in  as  good  trim  for  dinner  as  if  you 
had  been  able  to  get  tea  somewhere,  which  is 
not  often  the  case.    Of  course  young  anglers 
under  thirty  will  laugh  at  these  "  fads,"  as  they 
call  them,  they  wouldn't  be  young  if  they  did 
not.    Anyway,  we  are  glad  to  add  our  testimony 
to  the  excellence  of  this  preparation,  which  the 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Talbot  says  he  found 
most   nutritious   and   palatable  when    on  an 
expedition  in  Sweden.    But  the  company  has 
dozens  of  excellent  testimonials  from  doctors  and 
travellers ;  we  never  saw  better. 


The  subject  of  an  association  for  the  protection 
of  trout  fishers'  interests  in  Scotland  has  long 
occupied  the  attention  of  anglers  of  all  classes  in 
Edinburgh  and  the  surrounding  districts. 

Tear  by  year  the  streams  which  used  to  contain 
a  fair  head  of  fish  are  becoming  more  and  more 
disappointing  to  those  who  fish  them  regularly, 
and  the  reason  is  not  far  t)  seek.  Poaching, 
pollution,  and  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of 
under-sized  trout  are  all  too  surely  telling  their 
tale,  while  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland 
seems  as  far  off  as  ever. 

At  length,  however,  an  opportunity  is  to  be 
given  to  Scots  anglers  to  do  something  to  pre- 
serve what  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  among  the 
many  attractions  of  the  "  Land  o'  Cakes  "  from 
extinction.  On  Tuesday  evening  (March  29)  there 
met  in  the  Palace  Hotel,  Edinburgh,  a  number  of 
those  who  have  interested  themselves  in  this 
question.  Dr.  Spence,  of  the  Edinbugh  Amateur 
Angling  Club,  was  in  the  chair,  many  other  clubs 
sending  representatives.  After  a  long  discussion, 
it  was  resolved  to  endeavour  to  form  a  body,  to  be 


PHOTOGRAPHING  OB-JECTS  UNDJR 
WATEJ^ 


Senoe  Bortens,  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  has  in- 
vented a  combination  of  electric  light  and 
photographic  camera  by  means  of  which  it  is 
said  sharp  pictures  of  objects  at  4yds.  or  oyds. 
distance  under  water  can  be  taken.  The  camera 
is  of  course  water  tight.  It  ought  to  be  useful 
in  many  ways. 


MISS  CAMERON'S  COOKERY  BOOK. 

We  have  received  from  the  office  of  the  Epicure, 
Granville  House,  Arundel-strcet,  London,  a  very 
neatly  produced  cookery  book,  by  Miss  Ida 
Cameron,  principal  of  the  Earl's  Court  School  of 
Cookery.  It  is  by  far  the  best  shilling  book  on 
cookery  we  know,  being  clear,  comprehensive, 
simple,  and  up  to  date.  Would  that  every  cook 
in  the  land  was  made  to  read,  mark,  learn,  and 
inwardly  digest  it. 
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PERMANGANATE  OF  POTASH  FOR 
DISINFECTING  REARING  AND 
OTHER  PONDS  AND  TANKS. 


In  the  Deutsche  Fisclierei  Zeitung  of  Feb.  22, 
1898, 1  notice  that  verj  good  results  are  said  to 
have  followed  the  use  of  permanganate  of  potash 
in  destroying  the  parasites  which  attack  fish 
especially  the  well-known  mould  and  fungus 
diseases.    Up  to  the  present  time  no  satisfactory 
remedy  has  been  forthcoming,  for  those  which 
killed  the  parasites  unfortunately  killed  the  fish 
also.    It  is  now  stated  that  Professor  Oltramare 
of  the  University  of    Geneva,  has  employed 
permanganate  of  potash  for  disinfecting  waters 
containing  fish.    Permanganate  of  potash  has,  of 
course,  long  been  used  for  purifying  water,  but 
it  seems  to  have  been  presumed  that  to  use  this 
powerful  disinfectant  in  water  containing  fish 
would  be  injurious  to  the  latter.  Professor 
Oltramare's  experiments  would  seem  to  show  that 
this  presumption  was  erroneous.  Experiments 
showed  that  in  waters  so  strongly  impregnated 
with  the  permanganate  that  they  retained  for  a 
considerable  time  the  intense  red  colour,  and  all 
fish  parasites  and  other  organisms  injurious  to 
fish  were  destroyed,  yet  the  fish  were  uninjured 
and    lively.       Even    the    most    delicate  fish 
were  not  aifected.     The  efficacy  of  the  remedy 
was    specially    demonstrated    in  the   case  of 
a  pond  which  had  been  stocked  with  1700  trout, 
and  which  had  been  so  poisoned  by  a  rotten 
carcase  having  been  thrown  into  it  that  a  quantity 
of  the  fish  were  killed.    The  carcase  and  the  dead 
fish  having  been  removed,  about  21b.  of  perman- 
ganate of  potash,  divided  into  seven  portions, 
were  placed  in  different  parts  of  the  water.  The 
effect  is  said  to  have  been  surprising,  for  not  only 
were  there  no  more  deaths  among  the  trout,  but 
those  which  had  been  gasping  for  air  at  the  top  of 
the  water  soon  recovered  and  disappeared,  sure 
proof  that  the  injurious  gases  had  been  overcome 
and  the  water  recharged  with  oxygen. 

As  permanganate  of  potash  is  inexpensive,  and 
a  little  of  it  goes  a  vei-y  long  way,  it  ought  to 
prove  of  the  greatest  value  to  fish  bi  eeders,  and 
to  all  who  keep  live  fish  in  ornamental  waters, 
tanks,  ponds,  aquaria,  &c.,  and  is  certainly  worth 
a  trial. 

I  am  so  often  asked  to  prescJ-ibe  for  fish 
attacked  by  fungus,  that  if  permanganate  does  all 
that  is  claimed  for  it  I  shall  consider  this  note 
one  of  the  most  valuable  I  ever  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


SPORT  ON  LOUGH  ARROW. 


An  angler  staying  at  Mr.  Atchison's,  Rock. 
View,  Ballinarry,  Boyle,  Ireland,  writes  that  he 
is  having  good  sport  on  Lough  Arrow.  Under 
date  of  March  31,  he  says :  "  Had  good  sport 
yesterday  with  fly ;  four  fish,  71b.,  41b.,  31b.,  and 
lib.  respectively.  Have  had  besides,  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  four  fish,  61b.,  5^1b.,  51b.,  and  41b., 
and  lost  others.  Mr.  Atchison,  a  farmer,  can 
accommodate  a  couple  of  anglers  who  don't 
mind  roughing  it  a  bit.  Sport  is  good  now,  and 
splendid  when  the  May  Fly  is  on,  and  this  is 
woi'th  noting. 


"RANGERS'  ON  THE  RAINBOW 
TROUT. 

(From  the  Illu.ftrated  iSporling  and  Dramatic  Nercs  of 
April  2,  1898.) 


"  Energetic  attempts  are  being  made  to 
induce  owners  and  tenants  of  English  rivers  and 
brooks  to  re-stock  them  with  rainbow  trout 
(Sahno  irideus).  There  is,  no  doubt,  a  large 
(  Uintity  of  these  beautiful  fish  on  hand  in  all  the 
j2-iiglish  trout-breeding  establishments,  and  I 
sincerely  trust  that  they  will  remain  there,  or  find 
their  way  into  inclosed  waters.  To  turn  them 
into  our  trout  streams  would  be  not  only  a  waste 
of  money,  but  a  fatal  mistake.  Could  they  be 
induced  to  remain,  they  are,  like  grayling, 
summer  spawners,  and  they  would,  therefore,  eat 
the  spawn  of  our  English  brown  trout  in  the 
autumn. 

"  But  my  experience  of  these  rainbows,  is  that 
they  will  not  remain ;  they  go  down  with  the  first 
ilood,  and  are  '  lost  to  sight,  though  to  memory 
dear.'    In  common  with  a  good  many  other  folk, 


I  had  a  weakness  for  those  beautifully  marked 
fish  at  one  time,  and  thought  they  would  afford 
some  variety  both  in  sport  and  the  contents  of 
our  baskets.  This  craving  for  novelty  induced 
some  of  us  members  of  a  southern  club  water  to 
invest  in  a  lot  of  yearling  rainbow  trout  three 
years  ago.  They  remained  with  us  all  through 
the  first  season's  fishing,  and  were  returned  to  the 
water  when  taken,  being  under  size. 

"  But  the  first  autumn  flood  cleared  them  all 
out,  and  away  they  went  to  the  sea.  An  ounce  of 
exjierience  is  said  to  be  worth  a  hundredweight  of 
theory,  and  this  experiment  is  quite  sufficient  to 
satisfy  me  that  we  should  stick  to  our  own  brown 
trout,  and  leave  these  American  rainbows  severely 
alone.  They  do  well  in  lakes,  reservoirs,  and  even 
in  ponds  ;  but  our  own  brown  trout  (Sahno  fario 
is  the  fish  with  which  we  ought  to  re-stock  our 
depleted  streams." 


NOTES  FROM 

KIRKBRIDE'S  NORTHERN  ANGLER, 

OR  FLY  FISHER'S  COMPANION.* 
{Continued  jrom  page  240.) 


The  Peacoch  Palmer. — This  Palmer  is  made 
with  a  body  of  copper-coloured  peacock  harle, 
ribbed  with  gold  thread,  and  two  fine  red  hackles, 
black  at  the  butt.  This  Palmer  made  with  a 
black-listed  red  hackle,  very  full,  without  any 
gold,  is  called  the  cocce  bundy,  and  kills  well  in 
Wales. 

The  Slack  Palmer. — This  Palmer  is  made  with 
a  body  of  black  ostrich  harle,  ribbed  with  silver 
thread,  and  two  fine  jet  black  hackles,  run  down 
all  the  way  ;  or  it  may  be  made  with  a  copper- 
coloured  peacock  harle,  ribbed  with  gold  thread. 

The  Purple  Palmer.— This  Palmer  is  made  of 
purple  floss  silk,  tipt  at  the  tail  with  gold,  or  not, 
and  two  fine  black  hackles  run  round  the  head. 
It  must  be  made  very  small. 

The  Grey  Palmer. — This  Palmer  is  made  with 
a  copper-culoured  peacock  harle,  ribbed  with  gold 
thread,  and  two  fine  black-listed  grey  hackles 
run  down  the  body. 

Lake  Fishing. 
The  poetical  angler,  that  he  may  commune 
with  the  glorious  work  of  Nature,  will  often  feel 
inclined  to  enjoy  his  favourite  pastime  on  the 
bosom  of  some  beautiful  lake,  for  lake  scenery 
cannot  fail  to  excite  the  most  refined  and  sublime 
sensations,  since  it  is  in  general  composed  of 
towering  rocks  and  foaming  waterfalls ;  of  rich 
lawns  and  meadows ;  of  romantic  dells  and 
groves.  Here  the  eagle  soars  above  the  clouds, 
whUe  the  swan  sails  majestically  on  the  surface 
of  the  placid  lake ;  here,  amid  the  solitary  forest, 
where,  perhaps,  freely  roam  the  wild  deer,  the 
tall  pines  wave  their  graceful  heads,  while  the 
oak,  '•  the  monarch  of  the  wood,"  seems  almost 
conscious  of  his  superior  strength  and  beauty; 
here  the  mountains,  towering  t )  the  skies,  appear 
to  mock  "  the  rotundity  of  the  world." 

Betwixt  them  lawns,  or  level  downs,  and  floods 
Grazing  the  tender  herb,  were  interposed. 
Or  palmy  hillock  ;  or  the  flowery  lap 
Of  some  irriguous  valley  spreads  her  store. 

Meanwhile  murm'ring  waters  fall, 
Down  the  slope  hills  dispersed,  or  in  a  lake. 
That  to  the  fringed  bank  with  myrtle  crown'd, 
Her  crystal  mirrow  holds,  unite  their  streams. 

With  regard  to  the  rules  to  be  observed  in 
lake  fishing,  I  shall  be  fitly  brief.  Lakes,  owing 
to  the  difl'erent  nature  of  the  bottom,  or  feeding 
ground,  afford  a  great  variety  of  trout,  which 
prefer  rather  large  and  gaudy  flies,  and  are 
generally  easily  lured.  Lake  trout,  too,  are 
characterised  by  their  fine  red  salmon  colour, 
and  are  infinitely  superior  to  those  which  inhabit 
•ivers. 

In  lake  fishing  the  sportsman  ought  to  angle 
near  the  margin,  where  the  trout  prowl  in 
search  of  worms,  flies,  &c. ;  it  would  be  quite 
absurd  to  cast  in  very  deep  water.  In  many 
situations,  indeed,  he  may  fish  from  the  banks ; 
but,  generally,  it  is  necessary  either  to  wade 
or  to  cast  from  a  boat.  Should  he  be  a  wader, 
he  ought  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  bottom, 
otherwise  his  footing   might  prove  extremely 


*  Kitkbride  was  a  fishing  tackle  maker  and  practical 
angler.  His  book  is  based  on  Best's  work,  with  additions 
and  improvements,  and  the  dressings  of  flies  given  are  as 
rule  excellent — infinitely  better  than  many  cf  tte 
modern  stock  "  shop  patterns." — R.  B.  M. 


hazardous,  With  regard  to  boating,  as  con« 
nected  with  this  species  of  angling,  I  need  only 
inform  him  that  he  ought  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
friend,  who  is  an  agi-eeable  companion  and  a  good 
boatman,  for  he  will  not  be  able  to  manage  both 
his  rod  and  the  oars. 

The  Brown  Brake. — This  is  a  fly  that  kills  very 
well,  not  only  on  the  lakes,  but  on  many  of  the 
rivers  in  Scotland.  The  body  is  made  of  the 
dark  part  of  the  hare's  ear,  mixed  with  a  little 
olive  coloured  mohair ;  it  must  be  tipt  at  the  tail 
with  gold ;  a  red  cock's  hackle  must  be  put  on 
at  the  butt  of  the  wings  ;  the  wings  must  be  of  a 
brown  mallard's  feather.  As  a  spring  or  autumn 
fly  it  answers  exceedingly  well.  Hook,  for  lake, 
No.  5  or  6 ;  for  river.  No.  7.  The  brown  mallard 
feather  makes  an  excellent  lake  fly  for  a  clear 
day,  either  with  a  black  or  an  olive  body,  with  a 
black  hackle  over  it,  and  without  any  tinsel. 

27(6  Scarlet  Lake  Fly. — The  body  of  this  fly  is 
made  of  bright  scarlet  mohair  or  worsted ;  it 
must  be  ribbed  with  gold  thread,  and  a  very  deep 
orange  hackle  run  up  by  the  side  of  the  twist, 
as  far  as  the  butt  of  the  wings ;  the  wings  may 
consist  of  a  portion  of  the  scarlet  feather  of 
the  macaw.    Hook,  No.  4  or  5. 

The  Loch  Doun  Fly. — The  body  is  made  of 
black  mohair  or  worsted,  with  a  tip  of  scarlet  at 
the  tail ;  it  must  be  ribbed  with  gold  thread,  and 
hackled  with  a  black  red  feather  from  the  neck  of 
the  cock  ;  the  wings  must  consist  of  two  small 
blue  feathers,  properly  trimmed  up,  from  the  jay 
— one  fi'om  each  wing.    Hook,  No.  3,  4,  or  5. 

The  Fiery  Broivn. — This  is  a  good  fly  for  lake 
fishing.  The  body  must  be  of  fiery  brown 
coloured  mohair  or  worsted,  mixed  with  a  very 
little  of  the  dark  fur  from  the  hare's  ear ;  a  red 
cock's  hackle  must  be  put  on  under  the  butt  of 
the  wings  for  legs  ;  the  wings  must  be  of  a  feather 
from  the  outside  of  the  woodcock's  wing.  Hook, 
No.  5  or  6. 

Tlie  Black  Spinner. — This  fly  has  acquired  a 
high  reputation  both  as  a  lake  and  river  fly.  It 
kills  in  April,  May,  or  June.  The  body  is  generally 
made  of  the  black  fur  from  a  bat,  or  of  blue- 
black  silk,  ribbed  with  fine  silver  thread  or  plait, 
with  a  black  hackle  over  all ;  the  wings  may  be 
of  a  feather  from  the  widgeon's  or  starling's 
wing.  Hook,  for  lake,  No.  6;  for  river,  No.  8 
or  9. 

The  Go'ovenor  Fly. — This  fly  answers  well  on 
some  of  our  lakes.  The  body  must  consist  of  a 
peacock  harle  of  a  copper  colour ;  it  must  be 
ribbed  with  fine  gold  thread,  and  tipt  at  the  tail 
with  orange  silk;  put  on  a  fine  red  hackle  below 
the  wings,  which  must  be  made  of  a  dapper 
coloured  feather  from  a  cock  pheasant's  wing. 
Hook,  No.  6,  7,  or  8. 

The  Chantrey  Fly. — The  same  as  the  above- 
mentioned  fly,  with  only  this  difference  :  it  must 
be  tipt  at  the  tail  with  gold-coloured  silk,  and 
ribbed  with  fine  silver  thread  or  plate. 

The  Alder  Fly.— liet  the  wings  be  of  the  fine 
mottled  long  feather  from  the  hen  pheasant's 
tail,  and  the  body  of  a  copper-coloured  peacock's 
harle,  with  a  black  hackle  under  the  wings. 
Hook,  No.  6  or  7. 

The  Claret  Fly. — This  is  an  excellent  lake  or 
river  fly.  Dub  the  body  with  claret-coloured 
mohair,  mixed  with  a  little  dark  fur  from  the 
hare's  ear ;  tip  it  at  the  tail  with  gold ;  put  on  a 
black  hackle  under  the  wings  ;  make  the  wings  of 
a  feather  from  a  starling's  wing,  which  must  be 
covered  with  a  portion  of  the  mottled  feather 
from  the  partiidge  tail.  Hook,  No.  6,  7,  or  8. 
{To  be  continued.) 


THE   FISHERIES  EXHIBITION  AT 
THE  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 


The  Fisheries  Exhibition  (which  opened  on 
March  8)  closed  on  Tuesday,  April  5.  The  follow- 
ing are  a  few  illustrations  of  specialities.  Messrs. 
Enright,  J.  R.  Richardson,  Ogden  Smith,  and 
Slater  will  have  some  illustrations  ready  shortly : 
Mr.  Geo.  Holland's  Flies. 
Messes.  Benetfink  and  Co.,  of  Cheapside, 
E.G.,  inform  us  that  they  are  now  supplying  flies 
tied  by  Mr.  George  Holland  at  2s.  a  dozen,  on 
yed  hooks ;  also  tapered  gut  casts,  either  with  or 
without  "  drawn  "  points.  Their  "  special "  aii-- 
pump  dressed  double-tapered  reel  lines,  at  8s.  6d. 
and  9s.  6d.,  and  their  centre-pin  reel,  with  optional 
check,  at  5s.  6d.,  well  desei-ve  attention. 
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Messrs.  Ogben  and  Scotford's  Duplex 
Fishing  Bag  (Patented). 

One  of  the  novelties  recently  exhibited  by  this 
firm  is  a  useful  combination  bag.  Opened  to  its 
full  size  it  is  intended  to  hold  salmon,  pike,  or 
other  large  fish,  as  well  as  the  angler's  tackle, 
lunch,  &c.   By  a  simple  arrangement  of  straps, 


The  illustration  shows  it  in  use.  The  reel  is 
put  on  the  handle  exactly  as  on  a  rod  butt, 
the  fittings  being  the  same.  The  winder  works 
between  two  spiral  springs,  and  travels  from 
side  to  side  in  winding,  so  that  the  line  is  not  all 
wound  in  one  place,  as  is  the  case  with  all  other 
winders,  but  is  evenly  distributed  over  the  frame. 


wound  off  reel  to  dry,  the  winder  and  reel  may 
be  hung  up  until  they  are  again  wanted.  They 
are  made  in  two  sizes,  trout  and  salmon. 

Hakdy's  SiMi'LEX  Reel  (1). — This  illustration 
shows  the  internal  mechanism  of  this  beautiful 
reel.  The  spring  E  presses  on  the  semicircular 
drag  B,  which  half  encircles  the  drum  on  the 


OrEN. 


Closed, 


Hardy's  "Bethune"  Line  Winder. 


Ogden  and  Scotford's  Dlplex  Fishing  Bag. 


Haedy's  Simplex  Reel  (1). 


OP  EM 


CLOSED 


Hardy's  Simplex  Reel  (2). 


Carter's  "  St.  John  "  Combination  Folding  Tackle  Bos. 


the  same  bag,  folded  once,  can  be  used  for  trout 
or  other  fish.  It  would  be  a  very  good  thing  to 
carry  when  you  have  a  chance  of  big  as  well  as 
small  fish. 

Messrs.  Hardy's  Novelties. 
Hakdy's  "  Bethune  "  Line  Winder. — This 
article  is  the  invention  of  C.  C.  Bethune,  Esq. 


In  winding  line  off  the  reel  the  small  thumb-screw 
should  be  eased.  "When  as  much  line  as  is 
desired  has  been  wound  off,  this  screw  is  then 
tightened,  and  keeps  all  taut.  When  the 
line  is  being  woimd  back  on  to  the  reel  again, 
the  thumb-screw  should  be  slackened  a  little  to 
allow  winder  to  travel  steadily.    When  line  is 


spool  C,  so  that,  except  when  you  wish  to  make  a 
cast  or  let  line  run  off  the  reel  freely,  when  you 
press  the  trigger  A,  there  is  always  a  very  even, 
silent  check  on  the  winch. 

Hardy's  Simplex  Heel  (2). — This  illustration 
shows  the  spool  which  holds  the  line  and  the 
di'um  C  on  which  the  drag  acts.     Or.  J.  J 


260 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  9,  1898 


Hardy  assures  us  he  can  cast  a  half  ounce  weight 
from  this  reel. 

Messrs.  Cahtek's  Novelties. 
Carter's  "  Sadler's  Wells  "  Cast  and  Fly 
Case. — This  capital  and  A'eiy  cheap  and  ever- 
lasting case  for  holding  gut  lines  and  hooks  on 
gut,  or  flies,  is  made  of  ba^l  (sheepskin).  There 
are  four  leaves,  with  two  separate  divisions  on 
each  for  casts,  and  four  ditto  for  mounted  hooks 
or  flies.  The  case  goes  readily  into  a  breast  coat 
pocket,  being  only  5iin.  by  4in.  in  size,  and  |in. 
thick. 

Carter's  "  St.  John  "  Combination  Fold- 
ing Tackle  Box.— Size,  when  closed,  lOin.  long 
by  Sin.  wide  and  6in.  deep.  The  illustrations  are 
so  clear  that  no  words  of  ours  are  necessary  in 
praise  of  this  most  ingenious  and  inexpensive 
tackle  box.  It  is  useful  to  all  classes  of  anglers, 
and  just  the  thing  for  the  amateur  fly  dresser. 


FISHING  IN  THE  BACK  BLOCKS 
AUSTKALIA. 


OF 


Dear  Mr.  Editor, — Although  so  far  away 
from  England,  and  notwithstanding  that  I  never 
made  your  acquaintance,  yet  I  seem  to  feel  that 
there  is  a  bond  of  "  fishing  affinity  "  between  us, 
if  I  may  use  the  phrase,  because  for  years  past — 
over  twenty — I  have  received  through  my  father 
many  copies  of  your  excellent  Fishing  Gazette, 
posted  to  me  to  this  country  and  to  New  Zealand, 
which,  when  read  by  myself,  I  re-posted  to 
angling  friends,  all  of  whom  greatly  enjoy  the 
perusal  of  them  ;  and  when  each  copy  has  finished 
an  extensive  "round  of  readers" — separated  by 
scores  of  miles — the  "papers  "  are  pretty  weU  worn 
out.  My  father  made  me  an  angler  in  my  early 
youth,  and  on  some  occasions  chastised  me  for 
bringing  home  too  small  a  trout  from  the  Darenth 
or  Wandle,  none  in  those  streams  being  recog- 
nised as  retainable  under  |lb.  weight ;  he  would 
box  my  ears  for  not  "  gaffing  "  a  pike  properly ; 
and  under  this  treatment  and  regimen  he  turned 
me  out  "  a  chip  from  ofl:  the  the  old  block 
consequently,  I  have  thought  some  description  of 
the  fishing,  and  incidents  connected  therewith, 
that  I  have  experienced  in  New  South  "Wales 
might  be  of  interest  to  your  readers  ;  and  if  you 
wish,  I  vriU  give  you  details  by  a  later  mail  of  my 
sport  amongst  the  large  trout  of  New  Zealand. 

Leaving  Sydney  last  November,  I  arrived  at 
Bourke,  503  miles  away,  after  twenty-three  hours 
in  the  railway  train ;  so  that  rapid  travelling  is 
not  carried  out  to  any  great  extent  in  sunny  New 
South  Wales.  I  stayed  with  Mr.  McYean,  who 
has  a  "  run  "  for  35,000  sheep,  a  large  number  of 
cattle,  and  a  good  lot  of  horses.  His  homestead 
is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Warrego  river, 
which  takes  its  rise  in  the  high  tableland  in  the 
colony  of  Queensland.  Flowing  south  into  New 
South  Wales,  it  separates,  and  winds  through 
several  counties.  The  Warrego  is  an  important 
tributary  of  the  Darling  river,  and  has  a  course 
of  125  miles  before  its  confluence  with  that  noble 
stream  at  Ouraweria,  in  the  county  of  Lands- 
borough.  The  Warrego  is  fed  by  the  Irrara 
Creek,  and  flows  chiefly  through  sandy  and 
stony  counti-y,  with  belts  of  myall  scrub.  The 
river  Darling  has  a  very  tortuous  course,  and  in 
many  places  is  divided  by  narrow  necks  of  land  a 
mile  or  two  across,  for  twenty  miles  of  its  course, 
if  the  stream  was  followed ;  but  is  navigable  in 
times  of  freshets  as  far  as  the  township  of 
Walgett,  1758  miles  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Murray,  from  whence  to  the  sea  the  distance  is 
587  miles,  making  a  total  length  of  navigable 
water  of  2345  miles,  and  is  the  outlet  of  the 
immense  and  valuable  sheep  runs,  and  other 
produce  of  the  country.  It  would  take  too  long 
to  tell  how  it  was  that  I  came  to  be  on  the 
Warrego  river,  and  it  does  not  signify,  as  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  what  I  am  going  to  tell  about 
this  fishing  expedition. 

First  of  all,  I  may  state  that  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fall  in  with  another  fishing  enthusiast, 
a  native  of  Hackney,  London,  who  happened  to 
be  at  Lower  Lila  Station,  and  the  two  of  us 
immediately  started  searching  for  bait,  in  the 
shape  of  frogs,  mussels,  and  crayfish.  We  were 
not  very  successful,  but  as  Murray  cod  are  not 
over  fastidious  in  their  choice  of  bait,  our  want 
of  success  in  this  respect  was  not  of  much  con- 
sequence. 


As  the  fish  do  not  feed  well  during  the  heat  of 
the  day,  it  was  5  p.m.  before  we  made  a  start, 
having  selected  a  bend  of  the  river  with  the  water 
about  twelve  feet  deep  as  the  place  of  operations. 
I  had  with  me  150yds.  of  "  forty-eight  cord  "  line. 
This  was  divided  into  three  equal  lengths,  on 
each  of  which  we  attached  a  couple  of  No.  1(> 
Carlisle  bend  bayonet-pointed  hooks,  bought  in 
Sydney ;  and  they  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  best 
obtainable  for  leather-mouthed  fish.  We  also 
fitted  up  other  lines  from  sewing  twine  with 
hooks  and  sinkers. 

For  baits  we  had  some  frogs,  several  crayfish, 
and  half  a  sheep.  As  Murray  cod  frequently 
run  over  lOOlb.  in  weight,  we  cut  six  saplings 
about  nine  feet  long,  and,  having  "  pointed  "  the 
thick  ends,  thrust  them  about  two  feet  deep  into 
the_  bank.  These  were  introduced  to  act  as 
springs,  to  prevent  any  undue  strain  on  the 
hues,  which  were  attached  to  strong  pegs, 
enough  slack  being  allowed  to  give  the  saplings 
full  play.  We  next  obtained  half  a  dozen  empty 
jam  tins,  made  two  holes  close  together  in  the 
bottom  of  each,  and  with  ii-on  nuts  attached  to 
twine,  tied  on  the  inside  to  act  as  clappers.  Con- 
structed thus,  they  were  very  good  makeshift 
bells,  and  when  fixed  to  the  top  of  the  saplings 
gave  warning  when  a  fish  was  hooked. 


As  everything  was  now  ready  for  a  start,  we 
baited  two  hooks  with  frogs,  four  with  crayfish, 
and  the  remainder  with  raw  mutton,  threw  the 
lines  out  into  the  water,  and  awaited  develop- 
ments. 

Mosquito's  being  very  much  in  evidence,  it 
became  necessary  to  make  three  or  four  fires  and 
collect  a  supply  of  wood  and  di'y  cowdung  before 
sundown,  as  in  Australia  there  is  no  twilight,  and 
almost  immediately  the  sun  sinks  below  the 
horizon  darkness  sets  in.  A  smoky  atmosphere  is 
bad  enough,  but  preferable  to  being  goaded  to 
desperation  by  mosquito  bites.  Cast  our  eyes  in 
which  ever  direction  we  would,  the  place  was 
swarming  with  rabbits,  which  took  not  the  least 
notice  of  our  presence.  Rabbits  are  the  plague 
of  the  district.  It  costs  thousands  of  pounds 
annually  in  futile  attempts  to  suppress  it. 

A  slight  tinkle  from  one  of  the  bells — we 
haul  up  and  find  the  bait  gone.  This  state  of 
things  continues  for  at  least  a  dozen  times  to 
each  of  the  lines  baited  with  meat.  We  put  out 
a  length  of  twine  with  a  small  hook  attached, 
baited  with  mussel,  and  almost  immediately  land 
a  turtle.  Now  we  know  the  cause  of  the  baits 
disappearing.  We  caught  a  score  of  turtles,  from 
the  size  of  a  saucer  to  a  large  dinner  plate,  in 
almost  as  many  minutes,  and  then  the  trouble 
ceased  for  a  time.  The  aborigines  eat  these 
freshwater  turtles,  or  "  terrapins,"  with  a  relish  ; 
but  as  they  also  devour  snakes,  iguanas,  wood- 
grubs,  and  centipedes,  there  is  no  accounting  for 
their  taste.  We  decapitated  the  turtles  as  fast  as 
we  pulled  them  out,  and  threw  their  bodies  in  the 
fire.  There  was  a  perceptible  tug  at  the  turtle 
line,  and  a  perch  of  about  41b.  was  brought  to 


bank.  These  fish  are,  in  my  opinion,  identical 
with  the  sea  perch  {Perca  luhrax),  and  must  have 
worked  their  way  up  the  Murray,  become  "  land- 
locked "  through  the  water  being  dried  up  by  the 
intense  summer  temperature,  and  the  fish  in  time 
acclimatised  to  the  fresh  water.* 

There  goes  a  bell  again  ;  no  mistake  this  time. 
We  allow  the  fish  to  play  himself  out  on  the 
sapling,  and  have  the  satisfaction  of  hauling 
out  the  first  Murray  cod — a  regular  beauty — 
caught  on  the  frog  bait. 

Half  an  hour  passes,  and  we  secure  another 
fair  sized  cod,  this  fish  having  preferred  a 
sheep's  kidney.  We  keep  the  small  hand-lines 
going,  in  the  hope  of  capturing  another  perch, 
but  only  succeed  in  catching  more  turtles. 
Dozens  of  kangaroos  and  wallaby s  come  down 
to  the  river  to  drink,  and  one  of  them  rubs 
against  the  farthest  ofE  sapling,  which  rings  the 
alarm.  Both  rush  to  the  line  before  discovering 
the  true  state  of  alfaii-s,  and  the  kangaroo 
merely  hops  away  a  few  yards,  and  surveys  us 
with  astonishment.  Whilst  we  are  boiling  our 
oilly-can  to  make  some  tea,  we  capture  another 
cod,  the  largest  as  yet,  on  one  of  the  twisted  twine 
lines  baited  with  a  piece  of  the  perch  we  had 
caught. 

Before  daylight  (4  a.m.)  we  had  added  three 
more  cod  and  a  perch  of  21b.  My  companion 
now  went  to  the  homestead,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  away,  to  procure  a  horse  and  cai-t ;  and  dm-ing 
his  absence  I  landed  a  splendid  fish,  which  made 
the  others  look  quite  insignificant. 

It  was  about  an  hour  before  my  companion 
returned,  there  having  been  some  delay  in  catch- 
ing the  horse.  Whilst  putting  the  fish  in  the 
cart,  we  became  aware  of  a  great  commotion  on 
the  river  bank,  and,  on  investigating  the  cause, 
found  that  a  full-grown  pelican  had  swallowed 
one  of  the  baits,  and  was  hooked  firmly  in  its 
gullet.  We  had  to  kill  the  bird  before  we  could 
extract  the  hook,  and  I  cut  ofE  its  head  for 
preservation  as  a  trophy. 

Our  catch  of  seven  Murray  cod  were  taken  to 
the  wool  shed,  and  weighed  respectively  631b., 
491b.,  361b.,  271b.,  261b.,  211b.,  and  131b.  The  two 
perch  were  cut  up  for  bait.  There  were  nearly 
Icwt.  of  turtles  and  the  pelican.  Although  none 
of  our  fish  were  veiy  large,  we  were  well  satisfied. 
The  question  now  arose,  what  were  we  going  to  do 
with  our  catch  ?  We  cleaned  the  smallest  of  131b., 
cooked  it  for  breakfast,  and  it  proved  delicious. 
Bourke  is  the  only  township  within  fifty  miles, 
where,  if  we  could  have  conveyed  our  fish,  we 
should  probably  have  found  difficulty  in  giving 
them  away,  for  Bourke  is  on  the  Darling  river, 
where  the  same  kind  of  fish  abound.  It  is  true 
that  Murray  cod  readily  fetches  7d.  per  lb.  in 
Sydney,  but  it  would  be  impossible,  even  in  winter 
time,  for  fish  to  reach  there,  except  in  a  frozen 
state,  from  this  locality,  and  there  are  no  re- 
frigerating  works  in  or  near  Bourke.  All  our 
splendid  catch  was  therefore  consigned  to  the 
pigstye,  and  very  speedily  demolished,  but  it 
seemed  quite  a  sin  for  such  good  wholesome  food 
to  be  thus  disposed  of. 

On  a  previous  visit  to  Bourke  I  caught  a  cod  of 
721b.  in  the  river  Darling,  of  which  I  have  sent 
you  a  photograph  ;  but  I  have  seen  one  caught  in 
the  Warrego  river  over  double  that  weight,  and 
dozens  heavier  than  the  subject  of  this  "  photo." 

On  January  24,  1895,  I  left  Mellaby  at  sun- 
down (7  o'clock),  for  the  heat  had  been  107°  in  the 
shade,  and  that  day  will  be  long  remembered  in 
the  Liverpool  Plains  district.  Horses,  cattle, 
and  sheep  were  killed  in  hundreds  by  sunstroke, 
and  birds  in  thousands,  the  excessive  heat  (more 
than  150'^  in  the  sun)  having  proved  too  much 
for  them.  There  was  not  a  breath  of  air  stirring, 
and  it  was  nearly  impossible  for  human  beings  to 
journey  "  in  the  daytime.  It  was  a  moonlight 
night,  and  I  arrived  at  Gunnedah,  near  Tam- 
worth,  on  the  25th,  where  I  encamped  for  five 
days  on  the  Peel  or  Namoi  river,  and  caught  a 
tremendous  lot  of  fish — in  fact,  almost  siabsisted 
on  damper  and  cod.  My  father's  371b.  and  361b. 
pike  are  "  infants "  compared  with  the  Murray 


*  Other  Australian  perch  are  the  two  species  of  golden 
perch  {Ctenolafes  amhigitiis),  found  in  the  Victorian 
fresh  waters  and  the  river  Murrumbidgee,  and 
C,  flavesccu^,  caught  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Macquarie.  Ihere  is  another  variety,  the  silver  perch 
{Tltcrapon  Richard fovii),  which,  although  taken  in  con- 
siderable numbers  for  the  markets  with  nets,  afford  good 
sport  to  the  angler.    They  weigh  from  Jib.  to  61b.  each. 
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cod  I  brought  to  bank,  My  baits  were  sib. 
lumps  of  raw  mutton,  placed  on  a  large  and 
strong  hook ;  my  line  was  thick  whipcord,  with  a 
stone  for  a  sinker.  One  cod,  in  particular, 
weighed  between  801b.  and  901b.,  and  took  another 
cod  of  more  than  31b  ,  which  I  had  baited  with. 
I  also  caught  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  golden 
perch  {Ctenolates  ambiguus)  in  the  river  Peel. 

Possibly  the  Murray  cod  was  originally  a  salt- 
water fish.  According  to  the  late  Mr.  Frank 
Buckland,  the  Murray  river  or  Macquarie  cod 
{Oligorus  macquariensis)  is  an  Australian  member 
of  the  Percidm  family.  It  is  one  of  the  largest,  if 
not  absolutely  the  largest,  of  freshwater  fishes, 
and  sometimes  is  captui-ed  from  901b.  to  over 
1201b.  weight.  When  from  31b.  to  101b.  it  is  con- 
sidered most  marketable,  is  without  doubt  a 
delicious  fish,  and  said  to  eat  better  than  a  grey 
mullet.  It  abounds  in  most  of  the  rivers  north  of 
Sydney,  and  in  those  of  the  western  watershed, 
such  as  the  Murray  and  the  Macquarie,  and  their 
numerous  tributaries,  affording  good  sport  for 
anglers  and  a  valuable  supply  of  excellent  food. 
They  are  usually  caught  with  a  trammel  or  bag- 
net  set  across  the  stream,  or  by  hook  and  line. 
They  have  been  introduced  into  several  of  the 
inland  lakes  near  Sydney,  such  as  Lake  George, 
Lake  Bathurst,  &c.,  where  they  thrive  remarkably 
well,  becoming  immense  fish,  and  exceedingly  fat. 
The  Sydney  markets  are  supplied  from  Lake 
George  and  the  Macquarie  river,  but  chiefly  from 
the  MuiTumbidgee,  the  fish  being  forwarded  by 
rail  from  Wagga  Wagga. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  from  Mr.  Wilson's 
"  Character  of  the  Murray  Cod  "  :  "  He  is  idle  ; 
he  moves  but  slowly,  and  in  consequence  he 
cannot  do  injury  to  the  small  fish,  which  are 
generally  so  alert.  He  is  solitary  in  his  habits ; 
he  swims  up  little  currents  of  water,  and  easily 
accommodates  himself  in  a  water  hole — a  water 
hole  being  a  large  hole  in  the  bed  of  the  river 
always  full  of  water,  frequently  found  in  the 
rivers  of  Victoria  when  the  great  heat  of  the  sun 
has  dried  up  their  course." — Tours,  &c., 

Alfred  Jakdine,  Jtjn. 


IMPORTANT  DECISION  AS   TO  RIYER 
POLLUTION. 
The  judgment  by  Lord  Kyllaohy  in  what  is  known  as 
the  Spey  Pollution  Case  is  of  considerable  interest  and 
far-reaching  importance  to  anglers.    The  action  is  one 
which  was  brought  in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  by 
the  Countess  Dowager  of  Seafield,  Marjory  Alexandrina 
Kinloch  Grant  of  Amdilly,  James  William  Hamilton 
Grant  of  Wester  Elchies,  and  John  Eitchie  Piudlay  of 
Aberlour  (principal  proprietor  of  the  Scotsman),  against 
the  owner  of  the  Macallan  Distillery,  Knockando,  Elgin. 
The  plaintiffs  are  riparian  owners  on  the  river  Spey,  and 
of  the  Eingorm  burn,  one  of  its  tributaries,  and  they 
complained  of  the  pollution  of  the  river  and  burn  by  the 
waste  products  of  the  distillery.   They  averred  that  until 
lately  both  streams  were,  speaking  generally,  pure  streams, 
but  that  inter  alia  recent  extensions  of  the  distillery 
industry  had  made  a  decided  change,  that  change  being, 
as  regards  the  burn,  caused  by  the  defendants'  di&tillery  ; 
and  as  regards  the  river,  caused  by  the  defendants' 
diBtUlery  and  other  polluting  agencies  further  up.  The 
defendants  denied  pollution,  and  also  asserted  that  neither 
the  burn  nor  the  river  had  been  for  forty  years  fit  for  the 
primary  uses,  or  materially  less  impure  than  they  had 
lately  been.    He  also  maintained  that  certain  of  the 
plaintiffs  had  no  title  to  complain,  in  respect  that  they  had 
not  proved  that  the  alleged  pollution  was  to  their  nuisance ; 
and  lastly,  that  at  the  date  of  the  action,  or,  at  all 
events,  at  the  date  of  the  proof,  he  had  constructed  filter 
beds  and  made  other  arrangements,  which,  if  properly 
worked,  rendered  the  discharges  from  his  distillery  quite 
innocuous.    Evidence  was  led  at  great  length,  and  the 
proof  was  followed  by  an  exhaustive  debate.  Lord 
Kyllachy,  aftsr  taking  time  to  consider  his  judgment,  now 
finds  for  the  plaintiffs.    He  holds  that  the  defendant  has 
failed  to  prove  that  forty  years  ago  the  Ringorm  burn  or 
the  Spey  was  otherwise  than  in  its  natural  state.  Con- 
sequently, he  had  no  right  or  title  to  discharge  artificial 
impurities  which  would  constitute  pollution  if  passed  into 
an  admittedly  pure  stream.    That,  from  his  entry  to  the 
distillery  in  1893  down  to  at  least  a  period  immediately 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  action,  he  did  pollute  the  Ringorm 
burn,  and  also  in  a  less  degree  the  river  Spey,  did  not 
appear  to  his  lordship  to  admit  of  dispute.    I'urther,  the 
evidence  led  was  insufficient  to  prove  the  adequacy  of  the 
remedial  works  litely  executed.    His  lordship,  however, 
supersedes  in  the  meantime  consideration  of  the  conclusion 
for  interdict,  seeing  that  the  plaintiffs  had  intimated  that 
they  did  not  propose  to  move  for  interdict  until  an 
opportunity  had  been  given  of  ascertaining  by  experiments 
and  periodical  testa  the  adequacy  of  remedial  works.  Time 
will  be  allowed  for  testing,  under  a  remit  by  the  court,  the 
effect  of  the  existing  remedial  works,  or  of  other  works, 
which  may  yet  be  executed  by  the  defendant,  and  also  the 
means  which  he  has  taken  or  may  take  for  the  due  use  of 
hese  remedial  works,"— PatJ  Hall  QazeHe, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

tt^°  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  opening 
day  of  the  trout  fishing  season  came  in  certainly  more 
favourably  than  was  generally  expected,  and  that  skilful 
and  successful  trout  killer,  Major  Arthur  Terry,  of 
Walton,  was  one  of  the  first  I  heard  to  open  the  campaign 
in  the  Thames  by  the  capture,  at  Shepperton,  of  a  small 
fish  under  31b.,  which  size,  as  a  good  sportsman,  he  always 
put  back  again,  which  hs  did  in  this  instance  ;  and  on  the 
following  day,  the  second  of  the  season,  he  was  rewarded 
with  the  landing  of  a  nice  short,  thick  trout  of  6^1b. 
Ihis  report  was  soon  followed  up  by  a  message  from 
Herbert  Curr,  the  well  known  fisherman  and  keeper,  of 
Weybridge,  and  having  as  his  client,  Mr.  Anderson,  of 
London  Bridge,  who  creeled  a  trout  of  31b.  and  lost 
another  larger  fish.  I  hear  that  a  gentleman,  fishing  with 
George  Rosewell,  at  Shepperton,  caught  a  smaU  fish, 
which  was  returned  to  the  river  again.  At  Staines,  Mr. 
T.  W.  Gomm,  fishing  with  Charles  Hone,  has  creeled 
two  trout  scaling  together  61b.,  the  smaller  one  being 
put  back  again.  Attached  to  this  report  there  is  the 
remark  ;  "  Owing  to  cold  winds  the  trout  have  not  been 
rising  freely,"  and  certainly  from  my  own  experience  the 
wind  has  been  remarkably  cold,  considering  it  came  from 
the  S.W.  I  am  hoping,  with  a  change  of  temperature  and 
a  warmer  wind,  the  above  results  will  be  followed  by 
others  from  other  portions  of  the  river.  It  is  well  known 
the  fish  were  ready  some  weeks  back,  when  they  were 
seen  disporting  themselves  to  the  eager  expectations  of 
many  an  anxious  trout  fisher ;  but  with  the  cold  winterly 
weather  that  has  since  intervened,  they  have  made  them- 
selves scarce,  waiting  until  brighter  and  more  sunny  days 
were  in  evidence.  William  Milbourne,  writing  on  Mon- 
day from  Hampton  Court,  sajs  :  "  We  have  not  done 
anything  with  the  trout  yet,  for  both  of  the  weirs  are  so 
f  nil  of  dace.  I  do  not  think  we  shall  do  much  with  the 
trout  until  the  dace  have  spawned  and  dropped  back.  The 
dace  seem  to  get  thicker  every  day  as  they  keep  heading 
up  to  the  weirs."  It  is  reported  that  no  spawn  of  the 
perch  have  been  seen  yet.  Sinca  writing  the  above.  Major 
Arthur  Terry  has  kindly  informed  me  that  he  has  made 
an  addition  of  three  more  small  trout  to  the  number  given 
above,  weighing  respectively  S^lb.,  2^Yb.,  and  l^lb.,  all  of 
which  were  safely  returned.  He  also  states  there  are  lots 
of  large  dace  at  the  Shepperton  Weir,  also  roach,  and  the 
barbel  and  chub  seem  to  be  beginning  to  spawn.  At 
Sunbury,  Dr.  Bolick,  fishing  with  Alfred  Stroud,  creeled 
a  nice  trout  of  nearly  61b. — B. 

  (Datchet). — River  very  low  and  bright,  but  I 

don't  think  the  chance  of  a  trout  has  bean  so  bad.  I 
went  up  Windsor  Weir  stream  on  April  1  ;  had  to  give  up 
and  come  home,  could  not  catch  a  bait  of  any  sort ;  the  water 
was  very  low,  and  a  bright  sun  over  head.  Mr.  Stevens,  a 
labouring  man,  caught  one  on  the  1st  in  the  old  river  61b., 
and  ran  two  others.  I  am  told  it  was  extremely  poor. 
On  the  4th,  Mr.  Pritchard  caught  a  fish  in  the  old  river, 
61b.,  in  extremely  poor  condition ;  he  returned  it.  lean 
quite  understand  the  fish  being  not  worth  catching,  the 
dredging  has  taken  all  the  weed  and  insect  life — caddis, 
&o. — and  they  have  nothing  to  live  on.  I  had  a  day  on  the 
3rd;  ran  two  fish.  On  the  4th,  two  runs  again,  and  a 
third  fish  about  6lb.  came  out  of  water  at  my  bait,  but 
refused  to  touch  it. — G.  Liimsden. 

  (Lechlade,  &c.).— April  1  proved  a  good  opening 

day  for  the  trouting  season,  and  several  rods  were  out  in  the 
district.  I  heard  of  one  5-pounder  being  taken  by  a  High- 
worth  gentleman  near  Lower  Inglesham,  and  another  of 
about  the  same  size  in  the  Radcot  waters.  The  St.  John's 
Bridge  length  is  in  good  condition  for  trouting,  and  with 
good  weather  sport  is  bound  to  be  had  on  this  four  good 
miles  of  preserved  water,  which  is  attached  to  the  Trout 
Inn.— Rambler. 

 (Windsor  District). — A  capital  water  favoured 

the  Thames  trout  anglers  on  the  opening  day,  but  in  the 
immediate  district  I  can  hear  of  only  one  fish  of  41b., 
caught  by  Mr.  Stephens,  of  Callow  Hill,  in  the  old  river  at 
Old  Windsor.  Mr.  Bentley,  of  Windsor,  had  a  poor  fish, 
which  he  returned.  Two  others  have  been  run  by  local 
anglers,  but  they  managed  to  cheat  them.  Watar  stOl  in 
nice  order,  but  nights  very  cold;  a  warm  rain  now  would 
greatly  improve  matters. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Carey,  &c.  (Ashwater).— The  cold  weather  has 
stopped  fishing,  and  the  Carey  has  run  very  low.  On 
Saturday  one  rod  took  twenty-five  brace  of  nice  trout 
from  the  preserved  water  of  the  Tamar,  the  largest  being 
6oz.  Fish  are  pretty  plentiful,  but  seem  to  avoid  the  deep 
water.  The  March  Brown  is  the  best  fly,  and  the  Dark 
Red  Palmer  ia  also  used. — B. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Bast  Gloucestershire).  —  The 
trouting  season  opened  here  on  Friday  last,  April  1,  under 
very  favourable  conditions,  it  being  a  springlike  day,  but 
with  a  little  north  wind,  which,  however,  rather  assisted 
the  fly  fisher  on  some  of  the  reaches.  The  fia'st  to 
put  in  an  appearance  on  the  hotel  waters  was  Mr. 
Crowdy,  and  he  drew  first  blood  with  a  nice  brace  of  lib. 
trout,  in  the  pink  of  condition,  on  the  Pale  Winged  Olive 
Spring  Dun.  One  other  rod  only  was  out  to-day.  The 
trout  rose  freely  about  noon,  and  again  about  four 
o'clock.  On  Saturday  two  V.W.H.  men  were  out,  Major 
Battersby  and  Dr.  Powell,  of  Highworth,  both  with 
sport.  On  Monday  the  trout  were  "  tailing  "  at  the 
caddis  worm  and  water  shrimp,  their  big  tails  at  times 
coming  right  out  of  the  water.  Two  rods  were  out  on  the 
hotel  waters.  Several  rods  have  been  out  on  private 
waters  in  the  district,     A  good  day's  raia  would 


much  improve  matters.  On  Friday  an  impromptu  otter 
hunt  was  had  by  some  gentlemen  and  their  terriers  from 
Quenington  nearly  to  Fairford,  where,  in  foxhunting 
phraseology,  "  Lutra  "  went  to  ground  in  a  drain,  and  got 
away  into  the  deep  water. — Pan. 

Darenth  (Horton  Kirby  and  Famingham).— 
Trout  have  been  rising  fairly,  not  only  in  the  afternoons, 
but  quite  late  in  the  evenings.  It  was  nearly  dark  before 
they  ceased  to-day.  They  take  bast  early  in  the  evening, 
and  I  found  an  Iron  Blue  the  only  fly  on  which  they  would 
fasten.  They  are  quite  a  month  forwarder  than  usual 
as  to  condition,  being  as  bright  and  as  fat  as  May  fish,  and 
giving  capital  sport.  I  am  speaking  of  those  from  |lb.  to 
I  lb.  Possibly  the  largest  fish  may  be  less  forward.  The 
water  is  getting  very  clear,  and  the  weather  has  been  fine, 
but  chilly.— J.  P.  T, 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— 1  he  heavy  rain  of 
Thursday  put  the  river  in  flood,  but  the  water  quickly 
fined  down  again,  and  it  is  very  cold  in  the  mornings  and 
evenings.  The  days,  however,  this  week  have  been  warm. 
On  Friday  Mr.  F.  Hole  took  a  couple  of  dozen,  which  is 
the  best  tasket  made  around  here  for  a  week  or  so,  as 
fishing  was  practically  stopped  by  the_  recent  severe 
weather.  Mr.  E.  Distin  was  out  one  day  in  a  snowstorm, 
and  was  rewarded  with  a  few  fish.  He  has  had  several 
dishes  of  three  and  four  brace,  whilst  Mr.  H.  Distin  has 
averaged  about  the  same.  The  best  flies  are  the  Blue 
Upright,  Edmond's  Palmer,  and  Half  Stone.  Few 
salmon  have  been  taken,  although  the  Rev.  Arthur  Sand- 
bach  was  fortunate  enough  to  kill  three  last  week,  all 
with  the  fly,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Weir  Pool.  On  Thurs- 
day he  landed  a  7-pounder,  whilst  the  weights  of  the  two 
killed  on  Saturday  were  91b.  and  171b.  respectively.  The 
weir  fishery  has  done  fairly  well,  but  the  others  have  been 
exceptionally  quiet,  and  have  had  only  one  good  haul, 
which  was  in  the  pool  above  Totnes  Bridge,  and  that  after 
the  net  had  been  drawn  in  four  times. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — There  has  been  some  better 
weather  this  week,  the  days  being  warmer,  so  that  sport, 
which  received  such  a  check  from  the  recent  cold  weather 
and  north-east  winds,  may  be  expected  to  improve.  Most 
of  the  streams  have  run  somewhat  low,  in  spite  of  the 
spate  of  last  week,  whilst  the  water  is  too  tine  for  good 
fishing,  owing  to  the  frosts.  Trouting  has,  taken  gene- 
rally, only  resulted  in  small  catches ;  and,  although  there 
have  been  a  few  baskets  of  about  three  dozen  on  the 
northern  lirers,  takes  have  not  averaged  more  than  six  or 
eight  brace.  An  improvement,  however,  seems  likely. 
The  southern  rivers  provided  some  heavy  dishes  iu  the 
earlier  days  of  the  season,  but  it  did  not  last.  In  the 
Eggesford  district  fair  sport  has  been  obtained;  and  the 
re-stocking  and  placing  a  linjit  on  the  size  of  the  fish 
to  be  retained  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  Mid- Taw 
and  Little  Dart,  where  trout  are  numerous  and  of  good 
size.  The  bright  weather  is  tempting  anglers  to  the 
moors,  but  the  flies  do  not  hatch  out  well.  Fly  fishermen 
on  the  Otter  are  complainiDg  that  some  anglers  have 
already  been  using  the  artificial  minnow,  and  the  practice 
is  generally  condemned.  A  few  changes  in  the  fishing 
rights  have  been  made  on  the  Culm,  Mr.  Thornton  having 
bought  the  right  from  Hemycck  to  Culmstock  ;  whilst 
Mr.  New  has  restricted  the  use  of  the  Uffcnlme  portion 
to  the  free  use  of  the  residents  only.  Salmon  fishing  con- 
tinues very  quiet,  both  by  rod  and  net.  The  Taw  and 
Torridge  opened  on  the  1st  inst.  for  salmon.— Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  is  still  cold, 
and  water  is  low  for  time  of  year.  A  few  decent  takes  ot 
trout  have  been  secured  by  the  following  anglers  :  Capt. 
Cooke,  Surgeon-Major  Barrington,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr. 
Bidden,  Mr.  Coombe,  Mr.  Kelley.  The  Half  Stone  fly 
has  been  taking  fairly  well  during  past  week  in  con- 
junction with  Blue  Upright  and  March  Brown.  Anglers 
are  now  eagerly  looking  to  the  Easter  holidays,  which  it  is 
to  be  hoped  will  not  prove  a  disappointment.— Red 
Palmer.  .    ,  ,        ,  ^ 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire  andCambs.). 
— The  weather  seems  promising  for  the  Easter  holidays. 
The  few  showers  we  have  had  cannot  fail  to  have  been 
useful.  Up  to  the  present  time  there  have  been  few  flies 
about.  The  sunshine,  however,  may  alter  this.  In  their 
absence,  minnows  or  dock  grubs  will  be  found  useful.— 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— During  the  past  week 
we  have  had  a  little  more  rain  than  usual,  which  is  beginning 
to  find  its  way  into  the  streams.  Anglers  are  promising 
themselves  a  few  days'  trout  fishing  during  the  Easter 
holidays,  and  some  will  seek  out  more  congenial  quarters. 
Those  who  remain  will  do  well  to  try  for  the  weighty 
Loch  Levens  about  Bollam  and  the  Rifle  Butts  below 
Retford.  Subscribers  to  the  upper  waters  and  the  owners 
of  fisheries  on  the  tributaries  will  probably  defer  sport  for 
a  time.  Waters  toward  Southwell,  however,  may  have 
some  attention. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— A  Record 
Catch.— Last  Thursday  afternoon  ilr.  Edwards,  Holyhead, 
wading,  took  the  unprecedented  number  of  forty-nine 
trout,  weighing  20ilb.  Not  in  living  memory  has  such  a 
basket  been  taken  before.  They  were  in  about  ten  square 
yards  of  water,  and  took  a  Red  Spinner  and  March  Brown. 
On  Friday  evening  Mr.  Edwards  took  twenty-two, 
weighing  71b.  Mr.  Tate  has  also  had  exceptionally  good 
sport.  All  the  trout  were  brown,  and  in  good  condition. 
W.  H. 

Lea. — Anglers  are  now  beginning  to  look  out  for  feeding 
trout,  but  owing  to  the  cold  winds  few  fish  have  yet  been 
seen  on  the  move.  There  has  been  a  grand  fish  playing 
about  near  Rye  House  Bridge,  and  some  anglers  estimate 
it  to  scale  12ib.  Last  season,  if  I  remember  correctly,  a 
very  large  trout  was  seen  there,  and  it  may  be  the  same 
fish,  as  it  was  never  captured  to  my  knowledge.  Some 
caip  have  also  been  seen  rolling  about  on  the  shaUows  in 
this  district.  The  Lea  and  Stort  are  both  in  fair  order 
'  now,  the  thick  water  having  run  off.— Izaak  Walton. 
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Itngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
Btreams  are  still  continuiDg  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level. 
A  fall  of  rain  has  been  had,  which  has  refreshed  the 
water,  and  has  caused  the  fish  to  be  more  on  the  feed. 
The  weather  has  taken  up  fine,  and  more  anglers  are 
incliQed  to  get  on  the  river,  and  some  nice  sized  fish  have 
been  landed.  During  the  holidays,  if  the  weather  keeps 
fine,  sport  should  be  good  with  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun, 
aid  February  Red.    The  Pinsley  is  clear.— Gwtnne.  ' 

Onny  and  Plowden  Waters  (Salop).— The  rivers 
here  are  running  low  and  bright ;  no  fly  to  be  seen  on  the 
watjr.  The  Plowden  Club  fishing  opened  on  the  1st.  inst. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Etches  and  Dr.  George  caught  eighteen  and 
B3ven  trout  on  the  2nd.  The  flies  most  in  evidence  as  a 
lure  were  the  Blue  Dun,  Little  Olive,  Cowdung,  and  small 
March  Brown. — Truth. 

Plymouth.— I  have  heard  good  reports  from  the  Taw 
and  Torridge,  the  rivers  being  in  good  condition,  but 
these  rivers  being  so  long,  and  the  watershed  being  so 
extensive,  they  take  a  longtime  to  run  down.  Our  local 
rivers  are  very  clear  just  now,  and  will  be  better  after 
some  rain.  A  nice  dish  of  trout  was  taken  on  the  Walk- 
bam  on  Wednesday,  and  my  friend  said  the  place  was 
literally  swarming  with  fish.  There  is  a  gcoi  bit  of  river 
namely,  that  portion  of  the  Cad  between  Shaugh  Bridge 
and  Cadover  Bridge.  It  has  not  been  fished  for  years  on 
account  of  the  growth  of  trees  and  bushes.  If  a  few  of 
these  could  be  cut  away  in  certain  places  it  would  make 
one  of  the  best  bits  of  liver  that  we  have,  as  it  abounds  in 
stickles,  runs,  and  deep  pools,  and  affords  plenty  of  cover 
for  the  fisherman.  The  clearing  of  the  bushes  would  not 
cost  very  much,  and  I  should  like  our  conservators  if 
they  could  arrange  with  the  landowners,  to  do  it  •  the 
outlay  would  soon  pay  for  itself.— William  Hearder 

Severn,  Vyzn-wy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necil.— All  these  rivers  are  at  present  quite  free  from 
snow  water  and  in  grand  condition  for  fly  fishing,  and,  with 
the  weather  all  that  can  be  desired,  the  prospect  of  good 
sport  during  the  Easter  holidays  is  very  promising.  The 
days  continue  very  fine,  and  the  only  drawback  is°  a  cold 
wind,  which  makes  itself  felt  in  the  early  morning  and 
lale  in  the  evening,  so  that  the  best  sport  is  still  to  be 
obtained  about  mid-day.  Trout  fishing  in  the  Severn  is 
gradually  improving,  and  some  anglers  siill  persevere  with 
pike  and  chub,  of  which  kinds  of  fish  several  have  been 
taken  during  the  past  week.  In  the  Vyrnwy  some  very 
nice  trout  have  been  taken,  in  very  good  condition,  and 
also  in  the  Tanat;  and  in  the  last  named  river  grayling 
continue  to  be  taken,  and  which  are  yet  in  very  fair 
condition.  The  sport  in  the  Cain  is  very  good,  indeed, 
and  the  trout  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  very  plentiful.' 
The  most  successful  flies  at  present  are  the  March  Brown" 
Blue  Dun,  Olive  Dun,  and  Iron  Dun.  Several  swallows 
have  been  observed  in  this  neighbourhood  during  the 
present  week. — Vyenwy. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.    The  weather  has  turned  fine,  and  there  has  been 
a  good  few  live  flies  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  have  been 
rising  better.     The  sun  has  been  shining  well  during 
the  daytime,  followed  by  frosts  at  night,  and  a  good 
few  anglers  have  been   out,  and   sport   has  greatly 
improved.    The  chief  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun 
February  Red,  March  Brown,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Cowdung' 
Red  Palmer,  and  some  fair-sized  fish  have  been  landed 
There  IS  now  every  prospect  of  the  weather  and  the  rivers 
being  m  good  order  for  angling  during  the  holidays,  when 
some  good  baskets  of  large  trout  should  be  landed 
Bottom  fishery  ha^e  tried  the  worm  in  the  deep  water 
and  a  few  very  nice  sized  fish  have  been  landed.  Oii 
Monday  an  angler  was  out  with  the  Blue  Dun  and  M'arch 
Brown,  and  took  eight  very  nice  trout.    The  Ony,  Corve 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  gcod  order :  sport 
iQ  Corve  good.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  stm 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  has  been  improved  by 
some  nice  showers  of  rain,  which  has  refreshed  the  water 
and  It  18  now  in  good  order  for  angling.  The  weather  has 
tiken  up  fine,  and  the  fish  hive  been  more  inclined  to 
sport  at  the  fly.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  no 
good  lots  of  fish  landed.  During  the  hoKdays  there  is 
every  prospect  of  some  good  lots  of  trout  being  landed  in 
this  part. — Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).- 
1  he  weather  here  was  mild  and  springlike  for  the  opening 
woutmg  season  on  April  1.     Mr.  Jackson,  of 
Oheltenham,  had  good  sport  on  the  Swan  waters  with 
■  ,         ^^'^  O^'^®  Dun.     On  Saturday  the  rods 

included  Messrs.  Stait,  Jackson,  Kendrick,  lies,  John 
Morgan,  and  a  lady.  The  water  was  low,  and  the  trout 
consequently  very  shy,  but  a  little  interesting  sport  was 
had  on  the  Ohve  Dun  and  Hare's  Lug.  The  tailing  of 
the  trout  just  now  renders  it  difiicult  to  secure  them  with 
a  dry  fly,  and  it  should  at  these  time  s  be  fithed  wet.  Best 
flies  for  Easter  week  will  be  Whirling  Blue  Dun,  Pale 
^'^'i  Brown  Sherry  Spinner 
ot  which  there  are  plenty  already  on  the  water.  Several 
rods  have  been  out  on  private  waters  in  the  district,  but 
aU  cry  out  for  more  water;  12-inch  trout  are  in  good 
condition,  but  the  big  2.pounders  will  be  all  the  better  in 
a  week  or  two.— Sherry  Spinner. 
.Usk  (Abergavenry). -Despite  the  fact  that  the 
river  IS  very  low,  trout  fishermen  have  had  some  very  fair 
spoit  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Pedley  had  some  nice 
dishes  of  trout  on  Friday  and  on  Monday  last,  Among 
the  visitors  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  Mr.  Roberts  was  fortunate 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  taking  some  beauties  from  the 
Hotel  waters.  Mr.  Pochin,  on  Tuesday,  took  fifteen  trout, 
weighing  together  81b.,  from  the  Racecourse  water:  and 
on  Wednesday  he  had  a  similar  basket  at  Llangrewnev 
On  the  same  day  Mr.  Stancombe  had  four  brace  at 
J^lanellen.  He  would  have  had  a  much  bigger  basket  but 
tor  tie  tact  that  just  as  the  rise  of  trout  was  at  its  height 


he  got  hold  of  a  vigorous  spring  salmon  of  about  121b 
which  kept  him  fully  occupied  for  about  half  an  hour.  On 
the  same  day  Mr.  Roberts  killed  two  brace  at  the  Race- 
course. On  Thursday,  Mr.  Pochin  had  a  good  dish  of 
trout,  averaging  fib.  apiece,  from  the  Racecourse  water. 
Salmon  fishing  opened  here  on  Saturday,  the  2nd  inst.— 
Eenle  Delafield. 

Witham  District  (Mid-LincolnsMre).— Reports 
of  trout  fishin?  on  the  upper  Witham  are  very  meagre. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  streams  in  the  Wold  district 
above  Horncastle  and  about  Market  Risen.  Brighter 
weather  and  the  recent  showers  may  bring  an  alteiation 
for  the  Easter  holidays.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Witham 
Conservators  the  other  day,  at  Lincoln,  complaint  was 
inade  of  netting  and  disposing  of  coarse  fish  from  the 
river  during  the  close  season.  The  district  around  Chapel 
Hill  was  described  as  bad  in  this  respect.  The  con- 
servators decided  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commissioners 
to  the  subject.  This  will  be  good  news  for  those  who 
patronise  the  Witham  in  the  summer. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  but  up  till  now  it  has  not 
been  pursued  with  very  much  success,  as  a  cold  wind  has 
prevailed,  with  frosty  nights.  The  bottom  fishermen 
have  had  the  best  sport,  and  some  very  good  trout  have 
been  taken  by  this  mode  of  fishing.  The  prospect  for 
Easter  holiday  atglers  is  fairly  good,  and  the  following 
flies  will  be  found  useful :  February  Red,  Cookwing  Dun 
Blue  Dun,  and  Claret  Bumble.— Dotterel.  ' 

SCOTCH  KEPORTS. 
Border  Bsk  (Langholm.— The  weather  has  now 
settled  down,  and  bright  sunshine  during  the  day,  with 
frost  at  night,  is  the  rule.  There  is,  notwithstanding  the 
sandbanks  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  a  considerable  number 
of  spiing  salmon  in  the  Liddle,  especially  about  Penton 
Linns.  Mr.  Samuel  McKune  was  out  on  Saturday,  and 
caught  a  fine  spring  salmon  at  the  mouth  of  Liddle  at 
Damfoot,  as  "  clear  as  a  shilling,"  weighing  71b.  He  had 
also  two  kelts,  but  one  of  them  spawned  while  landing  it ; 
but  the  sport  was  as  good  as  if  they  had  been  newly  run! 
Trout  fishing  should  now  be  fairly  good,  and  Londoners 
will  be  delighted  with  the  splendid  "  Caller  air  "  to  be  got 
on  both  mountain  and  dale  at  present,  and  Easter  enjojably 
spent  among  the  Eskdale  hills.— W.  D. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Since  last 
reported  the  weather  has  been  very  stormy,  and  the 
water  completely  out  of  order  with  melting  snow.  The 
only  sport  has  been  as  follows :  On  March  21,  Mr. 
John  Mackenzie,  Invercharron,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,' 
fished  the  lower  waters  and  got  a  salmon  of  91b.  On  22nd 
the  same  angler  had  one  weighing  8 Jib.,  and  one  of  similar 
weight  on  31st.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Mr.  R.  M. 
Greaves,  Wales,  was  out  on  Braelangwell  water  from" 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Ardgay,  and  landed  a  nice  salmon 
weighing  101b. — B. 

Cassley  (Rosehall,  Sutherland).— Mr.  W.  E. 
Gilniour,  of  Inveroykel,  was  out  on  March  25,  and  landed 
a  salmon  of  121b. ;  and  cu  26th,  one  of  9Jlb.  Weather 
very  wintry,  and  altogether  unfavourable.— B. 

Conon  (Ross-shire).  — Despite  the  unfavourable 
weather  angling  on  this  well  known  salmon  river  has  been 
veiy  good.  Upon  the  Biahan  water  the  catch  for  the 
week  ending  28th  ult.  was  twenty  nice  fish,  and  last  week 
twenty-three  were  c xught— eighteen  for  one  rod  and  five 
for  another.  In  face  of  the  very  changeable  weather 
very  little  trial  has  been  made  of  the  Spa  Hotel  fishing  on 
the  Conon  ;  but  there  are  now  good  prospects  of  sport,  as 
the  fish  are  going  up  in  large  numbers.— P.  A.  Wallace 
Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— Notwithstanding  a 
saccession  of  storms— snow,  frost,  floods,  &c.— the  follow- 
ing sport  has  been  got  on  the  Shin:  On  21st  ult.,  tie 
angling  tenant,  fishing  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hote^,  had 
two  salmon  of  181b.  and  91b.  ;  on  24th,  a  7-pounder  ;  on 
25th,  two,  weighing  101b.  and  91b. ;  on  28th,  two  I'llb 
and  91b.  ;  on  30th,  two,  91b.  and  71b. ;  and  on  31st,  a 
17-pcut.der.  On  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  Parrer  landed  a  9-pounder 
and  Mrs.  Farrer  one  of  81b.— B. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).  —  March  30,  Mrs.  Maisey,  one 
salmon,  151b.  ;  31st,  Mr.  Mactaggart,  one,  221b.  April  1 
Mr.  Mactaggart,  one,  181b.  ;  Miss  Maisey,  one,  211b  •' 
Mr.  Maisey,  one,  61b.— H.  Maisey.  '  ' 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Despite 
unfavourable  conditions  the  following  excellent  sport  has 
been  obtained  since  last  reported:  On  21st  ult..  Gen. 
Holmes,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  Beats'l  and 
2  ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  Skelpiok  Lodge,  three  on  No.  3.  On 
22nd,  Mr.  Taylor,  Skelpick  Lodge,  got  two  on  No.  5  ;  and 
Col.  Fryer,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  6.    On  23rd,  Mr. 
Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  caught  one  salmon  on  No.  1  • 
Lord  Methuen,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  3;  and  Mr.' 
Taylor  a  fresh  run  beauty  of  281b.  on  No.  6.    On  24th," 
Mr.  Campbell  landed  two  salmon  on  No.    3  ;  Lord 
Methuen,  one  on  No.  4 ;  and  Col.  M.  M.  Willson  C  B 
one  on  No.  5.     On  25th,  Mr.  Smith,  one  salmon  on 
1m  o.  1;  Mr.  Taylor,  three  on  No.  2;  Col.  Fryer,  three 
on  No.  3 ;  Mr.  Campbell,  one  on  No.  4 ;  Lord  Methuen 
two  on  No.  5;  and  Col.  Willson,  C.B.,  two  on  No  6' 
On  26th,  Mr.  Smith  had  two  salmon  of  91b.  each' on 
No.  2;  Mrs.  Smith,  two  of  121b.  and  81b.  on  No.  3- 
and  Lord  Methuen,   one  on  No.  6.     On  28th,  Lord 
Methuen,  Syre  Lodge,  one  salmon  on  No.  1  •  Col 
WiUson,  three  on  No.  2 ;  and  Mrs.  Smith,  two  on 
No.  3.    On  29th,  Mr.  Campbell  got  two  salmon  on 
No.  1 ;  Lord  Methuen,  three  on  No.  2 ;  and  Mr.  Smith 
two  on  No.  6.    On  30th,  Mr.  Campbell,  Lord  Methuen' 
Col.  Willson,  C.B.,  and  Mr.  Smith  caught  one  salmon 
each  on  Beats  2,  3,  4,  and  C  respectively.     On  31st,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Campbell,  and  Mrs.  Smith  had  one  each  on 
Nos.  1,  3,  and  6.    On  1st  inst.  Mrs.  Smith  (the  only  suc- 
cessful angler)  got  a  salmon  on  No.  1.     On  2nd,  Col 
Willson,  C.B.,  landed  two  on  No.  1;  Mr.  Smith,  two 
on  No.  2;  Mr.  Campbell,  one  on  No.  5;  and  Lord 


Methuen,  one  on  No.  6.  Weather  still  changeable. 
River  rising  by  day  and  falling  at  night.— B. 
,  IToith-East  of  Scotland.— Weather,  on  the  whole, 
improving,  but  still  somewhat  keen,  March-like,  and 
cecasionally  stormy.  Sport  better  than  last  week;  good 
iew  tresh  fish  up  from  the  sea,  where  better  results  have 
steadily  been  had  since  Saturday.  On  the  Braemar 
reaches,  on  the  Lower  Invercauld  water,  Mr.  Barry 
Canmore  House,  caught  three  fish,  scaling  Gib.,  81b.,  and 
101b.  each  ;  Mr.  McPherson,  Fife  Arms,  had  one  of  71b  • 
two,  of  Clb.  and  101b.  On  the  Balmoral  waters,  the  Duke 
ot  X  ork  had  very  good  sport  during  the  last  few  days  of 
his  stay,  and  was  highly  satisfied  with  his  early  spring 
visit,  bar  the  weather.  On  the  Ballater  water  fair  average 
returns  have  been  had  by  Mr.  McGregor's  guests.  On 
the  Cambus  O'May  water,  Mr.  Barclay  had  six  fish  scaling 
from  /  |lb.  to  171b.  on  Saturday,  and  several  every  day  since. 
On  the  Glentana  reaches.  Sir  John  Willoughby,  Dr.  Jame- 
son, and  the  other  rods  are  having  some  excellent  sport, 
which  would  be  more  successful  under  better  weather 
conditions.  Sir  John  had  one  of  161b.  on  Saturday- 
three,  of  71b.,  7Jlb.,  and  81b. ;  two,  of  81b.  and  181b. ;  and 
one  of  14|lb.  on  other  days  ;  while  Dr.  Jameson  bad  one 
of  121b.  on  Saturday;  and  another  of  same  weight  on 
Monday.  Mr.  Bulteel  had  one  of  161b. ;  three,  of  61b  , 
91b.,  and  91b.  ;  and  two,  of  61b.  and  91b. ;  Mr,  Brinkman's 
gillie,  three,  of  6Jlb.,  81b.,  and  91b.;  and  one  of  71b.- 
while  Mr.  Macleash  had  two,  of  61b.  and  71b. ;  and  Mr. 
^reorge  Davidson  other  two,  of  81b.  and  81b.,  making 
twenty  fish  for  two  weeks'  angling.  Fish  are  quite 
plentiful  m  the  pools,  but  stiff  to  rise.  On  the  Aboyne 
Castle  waters.  Lord  Huntly  creeled  a  fine  fish  of 
91b.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  section,  Mr.  Crawshaw 
creeled  four  salmon,  weighing  71b,,  121b.,  91b.,  and  121b.  • 
Mr.  King,  one  of  141b  ;  and  Mr.  Birch,  two,  of  111b.  and 
7iih.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  waters,  Capt.  D.  F 
Davidson  had  a  fine  fish  of  17Jlb.,  and  J.  Harper,  keeper, 
four,  of  61b.,  81b.,  8ilb.,  and  9Ib.  On  Kincardine  water, 
Ool.  Lane  landed  three,  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  121b.  Col 
Leith  Ross,  two,  of  6§lb.  and  7Jlb.  ;  and  Col.  Leich  Hay' 
one  of  81b.  On  the  Borrowstone,  Mr.  W.  R.  Russell  had 
three,  of  6ilb.,  71b.,  and  81b.  ;  and  Sir  Henry  Meredyth 
one  of  7ilb.  On  Ballogie  water,  Mr.  John  Mortimer 
creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  81b. ;  and  Mr.  R.  Wharton  had 
three  on  Woodend,  scaling  81b.,  91b.,  and  12Jlb.  On  the 
Cairnton  Blackball  Castle,  Mr.  Farley  and  Mr.  Hay 
respectively  had  similar  sport ;  whUe  Capt.  Gaskell  had 
one  on  the  Inchmarlo  section.  The  lower  reaches  of  the 
river  are  yielding  a  few  finnock,  but  few  salmon,  although 
a  fresh  lot  came  away  last  week.  Trouting  is  being 
vigorously  prosecuted  on  Don,  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  Deveron. 
— G.  M. 

Oykell   (Oykelbridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Mr. 

W.  E.  Gilmour,  of  Wotdbank,  Alexandria,  ani  family 
arrived  at  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  on  11th  ult.,  and 
despite  adverse  conditions  fairly  good  sport  has  been  got. 
On  14th  Mr.  Gilmour  landed  three  salmon,  weighing  8Jlb 
9ib.,  and  91b.  On  19th,  one  of  9.b.  On  21st,  three,  91b., 
91b.,  and  8Jlb.  On  22nd,  two,  weighing  91b.  each.  On 
23rd,  two,  of  91b.  and  9Jlb.  On  24th,  three,  of  9ilb.,  8Wb  , 
and  81b.  On  25tb,  one  of  8^1b. ;  and  on  26th,  an 
8-pounder.  Mr.  Allan  Gibnour,  of  Eaglesham,  was  out 
on  25th,  and  killed  three  salmon,  weighing  7ilb.,  9^16., 
and  9|lb.  Several  salmon  have  since  been  got,  but  details 
left  over. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— On  the  Bolder  rivers  the  sport 
has  been  quite  as  poor  as  that  reported  upon  last  week. 
There  has  been  no  change  in  the  weather,  and  beyond  a 
shower  or  two  to  rain  has  fallen  to  improve  the  waters, 
which  are  low  and  clear.  All  the  rivers  are  certainly  too 
low  lor  salmon  fishing,  but  in  fair  order  fcr  trout  with,  a 
westerly  bi  6326  on  the  waters.  The  wind,  however,  still 
holds  to  the  north,  and  with  a  down-stream  wind  it  is 
useless  fishing  the  Border  waters,  as  trout  will  not  rise  in 
a  north  or  east  wind.  Quite  a  number  of  rods  have  been 
out  daily,  but  the  sport  has  been  excessively  poor  on  all 
the  rivers.  The  best  baskets  have  been  less  than  a  dozen 
yellow  trout  per  day  with  the  fly.  In  the  lower  reaches 
the  kelts  are  getting  cleared  out,  but  probably  many  have 
yet  to  descend  from  the  upper  waters.  In  the  streams 
falling  into  -deep  pools  a  few  kelts  have  been  landed  and 
returned.  In  some  cases  they  have  been  landed  on  trout 
tackle  aud  small  fly.  At  this  time  of  year  kelts  appear  to 
take  a  small  trout  fly  more  readily  than  a  medium  or  small 
salmon  size.  On  the  lochs  a  few  fair  conditioned  trout 
have  been  caught  with  tie  March  Brown  and  other  early 
spring  season  flies.  In  ihe  Solway  salmon  are  still 
remarkably  scarce  in  the  nets.  Up  till  Friday  night  the 
drift  nets  had  only  a  single  salmon  for  a  week.  On  the 
Esk  one  spring  fish  of  101b.  was  taken  by  a  Mr.  Chapman 
on  the  Metal  Bridge  stretch.  This  is  about  the  only  fish 
killed  since  the  season  opened.  In  the  Eden  nearly  200 
have  been  killed  by  the  rods,  Mr.  Eraser  Sandeman  being 
one  of  the  most  successful  rods  on  this  river.  At  the  time 
of  writing  there  are  no  signs  of  a  change,  so  that  the 
prospects  for  Easter  week  are  decidedly  poor.  A  fall  of 
rain  before  the  end  of  the  week,  and  a  change  of  wind, 
would  make  a  difference. — Heatherbell. 

Spey.— Owing  to  the  unsettled  nature  of  the  weather 
during  the  pist  week  the  fishing  fell  off  somewhat.  Any 
sport  that  was  got  was  confined  to  what  is  known  as  the 
middle  reaches.  On  Friday,  on  the  Laggan  water,  Mr. 
McGowan,  Deluabo,  killed  a  salmon  scaling  191b.  ;  and  on 
Tuesday,  on  the  Knockando  water,  Mr.  Payne  had  one  of 
181b. ;  and  on  the  following  day  Mr,  Hankey  had  one  of 
Sib.  From  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Cnmming,  the 
Dowans,  had  two  salmon,  of  161b.  and  8  b.  ;  and  on 
Thursday,  Mr.  Fen,  Viewfield  Villas,  another  of  the  same 
weight ;  and  on  the  Carron  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Grant 
of  Elchies  had  two  salmon,  of  71b.  and  91b.  ;  on  Thursday, 
one  of  171b. ;  and  on  Friday,  one  of  141b.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  fisherman 
killed  two  ealmon,  of  61b.  and  8Jlb.— J.  M. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast. — Owing  to  the  nightly  frosts,  troiiting  on  the 
head  waters  of  the  Lagan  was  poor  litterly.  Last  week  a 
deputation,  consisting  of  CoL  Gelston,  Mr.  J.  S.  Hamill 
(editor  Evening  Telegraph),  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy  (hon. 
secretary  Belfast  Angling  Association),  waited  on  the  Town 
Commifsioners,  and  urged  on  that  bjdy  the  necessity  for 
re-stocking  with  trout  the  water  reservoirs.  The  com- 
missioners, on  the  representations  of  the  deputation, 
decided  to  do  so. — J.  A.  B. 

Bxmdrowes.  —  The  weather  since  last  report  has 
continued  very  unsettled.  Frost  at  night  and  very  cold  in 
daytime.  Mr.  J.  Hunter  took  one  salmon  of  101b.  on 
29th  ult. ;  Mr.  Feely  hooked  a  large  salmon,  and  after 
thirty  minutes'  play  was  unfortunate  in  getting  his  cast 
cut.  This  river  is  now  low,  and  good  sport  -nill  not  be 
hid  tiil  we  have  rain  to  put  a  fresh  in  the '  river. 

Bush  (Bashiaills,  co.  Antrim).— The  Bush  is 
getting  low,  and  a  good  flood  would  be  of  much  sersice 
just  now.  Salmon  fishing  so  far  has  not  been  up  to 
the  average  on  the  preserved  waters,  as  Messrs.  Coates, 
Belfast  (two  rods),  have  only  killed  some  two  dozen  fish 
since  the  season  opened. — J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Galway).  —  The  prospects  of  sport  are 
improving,  as  the  river  is  in  fair  order.  General  Dash- 
wood  and  Major  Sumner  had  seme  success  latterly. 
Salmon  seem  averse  to  rising  to  the  fly,  the  most  of  the 
fish  kiUed  up  to  date  being  on  the  Blue  Phantom  and 
shrimp. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Black  water  is  in  fair 
order,  and  about  Benburb  the  local  men  had  fair  sport 
lately.  Not  much  was  done  on  the  Ballinderry,  owing  to 
the  cold  weather.    Indeed,  few  anglerj  are  out  yet. — 

Erne.— Const.  Knox,  Mr.  M.  Eeady,  Mr.  P.  Cleary, 
and  others  continue  taking  some  fine  trout  on  the  free 
portion  of  the  Erne  at  Belleek. — M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

IiOUgli  Arrow. — The  fishing  on  Lough  Arrow  during 
the  week  was  good.  The  trout  are  taking  the  fly  and 
minnow  freely.  One  English  gentleman  had  a  trout  on 
Friday,  61b. ;  and  three  on  Saturday,  good  fish  ;  one  pike 
on  Saturday  weighing  261b. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Lough  Melvin. — Major  Hodgkimon  took  one  salmon 
of  81b.  on  the  SIst  nit.  On  the  same  day  Cel.  Wilson 
landed  a  beautiful  trout  (Sahiw  ferov)  of  81b.  Major 
Hodgkinson  took  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  .April  2,  and  one 
of  101b.  on  the  4th.  Mr.  C.  Gallagher  took  one  salmon 
of  9§lb.  on  April  1;  and  Mr.  K.  W.,  one  of  lUb.  on 
March  31.  Capt.  C.  K.  Barton  landed  one  salmon  of  111b. 
on  April  4.  Tronting  was  fair  during  part  of  the  week, 
and  some  nice  baskets  were  taken.  Mr.  Pirn  and  fiisnds, 
Dublin,  were  amongst  the  successful  anglers. 

Iiough  Neagh.. — The  pollan  fisheries  continue  to  yield 
well,  and  trout  netting  is  also  fair,  fitli  up  to  81b.  and  91b. 
having  been  taken  on  the  Tyrone  and  Antrim  shores. 
E«cently  the  baiUffs  at  Toome  seized  over  loOOjdi.  of 
trout  nets  set  illegally  in  the  lough  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Bann.  The  poachers  were  working  the  nets,  and  made 
oS,  but  several  were  identified. — J.  A.  B. 

Moume  and  Strnle  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone). — The  season  opened  on  the  1st  inst.  with  the 
Moume  in  fair  order  for  trouting.  The  opening  days 
were  chiefly  confined  to  local  men,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  J. 
Moncrieff,  killed  a  nice  31b.  fish.  A  large  party  of  English 
anglers  is  due  at  the  Abercom  Arms  for  the  Easter 
holidays.  With  a  little  warmer  weather  sport  should  be 
good.  Tho_  Omagh  Angling  Club  has  embarked  on  a 
crusade  against  the  pike  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Strule, 
the  cleaning  out  of  which  would  be  an  immense  advantage. 

M'euagli. — A  meeting  of  the  Kenagh  and  Lough  Derg 
Fishery  Assotiition  was  held  at  Nenagh  on  Monday, 
under  the  presidency  of  Lord  Dnnally,  when  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  to  dissolve  the  old  association  and 
foimanewone.  For  the  latter  purpose  it  was  decided 
to  call  a  general  meeting  on  Saturday,  April  9. — J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  settled  in  so  fine  that  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  the  cold  weather  has  all  gone,  and 
I  do  not  „hink  I  ever  remember  such  a  very  mild  winter. 
Several  amateur  fishermen  have  kep';  their  boats  out  all' 
through  the  winter,  and,  in  conversation  with  a  few  the 
other  night,  Ihey  told  me  that  they  have  had  some  fice 
days  on  and  ofE  aU  through  the  winter.  In  fact,  our 
harbour  is  so  sheltered  that  if  we  had  a  convenient  place 
to  keep  our  boats,  there  is  no  reason  why  we  could  not 
always  keep  them  afloat,  and  just  lay  them  up  for  a  week 
for  painting.  Seme  of  the  best  pollack  fishing  is  to  be 
had  daring  the  winter  months,  and  we  very  often  get  a 
fine,  warm  day,  which  we  could  take  advantage  of  if  our 
boats  were  afloat.  Old  Honey,  the  fisherman,  is  having 
some  fine  pollack,  and  Ward  has  had  some  nice  catches  of 
conger.  Whiting  have  not  been  so  plentiful  this  week, 
atd  have  been  fetching  good  prices  in  consequence  of 
its  being  Lent.  The  usual  pier  fishing  is  being  carried 
on,  and  several  school  bass  are  being  taken  every  day. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


EoCKiNGHAM. — The  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Uppingham  and  Upper  Welland  Angling  Association  was 
held  in  the  National  schoolroom  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
when  there  were  present  the  Eevs.  M.  W.  Hay  and  W.  J. 
Constable,  Dr.  Pink,  Messrs.  F.  Binley,  W.  Burdett,  H. 
Drakeley  (hon.  treasurer),  and  W.  P.  Haddon  (hon.  sec). 
In  the  absence  of  the  president  (Mr.  G.  L.  Watson),  Mr. 
S.  Haslam  (vi  e-president)  occupied  the  chair.  The 
accounts  showed  a  good  balance  in  hand.  Attention 
was  called  to  an  infringement  of  the  rule  relative  to  the 
size  of  fish  taken,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  keeper  be 
instructed  to  take  measures  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the 
violation.  It  was  dtolded  that  a  sapply  of  trout  be  turned 
into  the  upper  part  of  the  Welland,  the  stream  being 
deemed  suitable  for  their  reception. 


Iptovincial  Botea 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Now  that  the  close  season  is  with  us,  those  clubs  whose 
members  are  chiefly  coarse  fishermen  should  take  time  by 
the  forelock,  and  make  their  future  arrangements  for  their 
annual  contests  and  outings,  in  order  to  keep  their 
members  interested.  With  this  in  view,  some  few  of  our 
clubs  have  already  fixed  their  dates  for  their  aimual  and 
bye  contests.  Our  largest  club,  the  Eose  atd  Crown,  who 
have  300  fully  paid  up  members  on  their  books,  have 
decided  to  fish  a  bye  contest  at  Tewkesbury,  in  the  Severn, 
on  June  19  next,  upon  which  occasion  Mr.  C.  White  will 
charter  a  special  train  for  the  club  and  their  friends.  The 
Brothers  Well  Met  have  fixed  upon  June  26  for  their 
annual  contest,  but  have  not  as  yet  decided  upon  the 
place.  The  Highgate  Park  Club  go  to  Deftord  on  July  31, 
and  will  fish  in  the  river  Avon  towards  Pershore.  These 
are  the  only  clubs  that  have  made  their  arrangements  so 
far,  and  I  hope  that  our  other  seventy-three  clubs  will  take 
my  advice  and  foUow  the  example  of  the  clubs  mentioned. 
Some  seven  years  ago,  when  I,  the  writer  of  these  notes,  was 
a  member  of  the  St.  George's  Club,  I  arranged  a  contest 
duricg  the  close  season  in  the  canal  at  Amington,  which 
runs  close  to  the  club  water,  the  river  .Anker.  The  pi^es 
were  awarded  to  the  members  taking  the  most  fish,  and 
keeping  them  alive  in  a  bait  can  untrl  the  umpires  could 
collect  them  and  tiransfer  them  to  the  river.  The  contest 
was  a  success,  as  over  180  roach  and  perch  were  safely 
placed  in  the  river,  which  was  the  means  of  adding  to  the 
stock.  This  year  I  hear  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Club 
arranging  to  fish  a  contest  on  Ihe  same  scale  on  Easter 
Monday,  in  the  canal  at  Acton,  and  placing  the  whole  of 
the  fish  into  the  river  Ptnk  in  order  to  re-stock  it.  The 
West  End  Club  have  instituted  a  still  more  novel 
competition  in  order  to  keep  their  "  hands  and  eyes  in 
form."  They  intend  shortly  to  fish  a  contest  in  the  canal 
at  Armitage,  the  fish  to  be  booked  by  the  umpires  as 
hooked,  and  returned  immediately  to  the  water  asia'n, 
without  injury  if  possible,  the  member  hooking 
the  largest  number  of  fish  to  tike  tha  first  prize. 
The  authorities  of  the  Birmingham  water  department 
have  just  placed  400  trout,  which  were  in  splendid  con- 
dition, into  the  large  reservoir  at  Whitacre;  the  fish 
will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  this  water.  The  member- 
ship fee  is  fixed  at  five  guineas,  for  one  rod,  and  only 
fly  fishing  allowed.  The  minimum  size  of  fish  his  been 
r-educed  from  15in.  to  ISin.  Some  very  fine  fish  were 
caught  from  this  water  last  year,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  sport  wiU  be  better  during  the  coming  season, 
which  commences  on  April  15  next.  The  Birmingham 
Heath  Society  intend  placing  a  hut  near  to  their  water 
at  Aniingtoa,  for  the  use  of  their  members.  A  sub- 
scription was  started  on  Monday  last,  when  over  £4 
was  promised.  This  sum  will  be  considerably  augmented 
during  the  present  month.  The  Hawthorn  Club  have 
not  commenced  the  present  jeir  as  they  did  the  last. 
I  notice  that  their  numerical  strength  is  about  thirty 
less  thai  at  a  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  very  good  on  the  Severn,  from  Hampton 
Lode  down  to  below  Arley.  A  member  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association  has  lately  taken  some  very  nice  fish  up 
to  21b.  in  weight.  The  Kidderminster  anglers  have  also 
taken  some  fair  sized  fish  from  the  same  neighbourhood. 
I  wish  to  state  that  any  member  taking  coarse  fish  from 
the  Severn  during  the  close  time  will  have  to  put  up  with 
the  consequences,  as  the  Provincial  Angling  Assoc'ation 
have  only  pledged  themselves  to  defend  any  of  its  members 
who  take  fish  without  a  li:enc3  during  the  prop?r  season. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  not,  on  the  whole,  been 
very  unfavourable  for  angling,  but  most  of  the  Derbyshire 
rivers  and  streams  have  been  disturbed  by  heavy  rushes  of 
waters  from  the  high  lands,  where  there  have  been  down- 
pours of  rain.  Fly  fishing  has  in  consequence  been  at  a 
great  disadvantage,  but  trolling  and  bottom  fishing  have 
in  many  places  been  pursued  with  fair  success.  From  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Derwent,  in  t'ae  neighbourhood  of 
Bamford,  several  decent  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken, 
and  lower  down,  in  the  Derwent  valley  waters,  between 
Siccleholme  and  Calver,  there  has  been  tolei  able  sport, 
but  anglers  have  not  been  as  a  rule  numerous  there.  On 
the  Chitsworth  waters,  however,  there  has  been  a  fair 
sprinkling  of  visitors,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  killed 
between  Baslow  Bridge,  Beely,  and  Eowsley.  The  Darley 
Dale  waters  have  also  j  ielded  several  brace  ;  and  on  the 
Matlock,  Holmesfoid,  and  Ambergate  lengths  the  few 
anglers  who  have  been  out  have,  weather  and  water  con- 
sidered, done  pretty  well.  The  Dove  has  had  several 
visitors,  some  of  whom  have  had  moderately  good  sport, 
but  small  baskets  have  been  the  rule  on  most  of  the  lengths 
of  the  river.  The  fith  taken  have  been  of  fair  average 
size,  and  in  good  condition,  as  a  rule,  and  almost  every  day 
there  is  an  improvement.  Not  much  has  been  done 
so  far  on  the  Wye  between  Eowsley  and  Bakewell. 
Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  that  water,  and  small 
creels  only  have  been  made,  owing  to  the  stream  not 
having  fined  down  sufliciently  after  the  rains  on  the  moor- 
lands a  few  days  ago.  At  Ashford  and  ]\Iiller's  Dale 
several  brace  of  good  sized  fish  have  been  captured  by 
visitors  from  Manchester  and  other  places.  If  the  weather 
is  favourable,  and  the  water  sett'-ej  well  do'^n,  Easter 
holiday  anglers  to  the  Dove,  Derwent,  and  Wye  wiU 
probably  enjoy  good  sport,  as  fish  in  those  rivers  are 
plentiful.  Fishermen  who  have  tried  the  minor  waters — 
the  Amber,  Eoelesbourne,  Bentley  brook,  Nowe,  axd 
Ashop — speak  favourably  of  the  sport  there,  although  at 
present  no  great  catches  have  been  made.  On  the  whole, 
the  season  has  opened  fairly  well,  notwithstanding  the 
somewhat  unfayourable  conditions  of  the  weather  and 


water.  The  rivers  Lathkill  and  Bradford  are  reported  to 
be  in  good  condition  for  fly  fishing.  The  upper  part  of 
the  last  mentioned  stream  is  open  to  the  public.  Applica- 
tion to  be  made  to  the  hotel  at  Middleton-by-  Youlgreave. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  conditions  have  been  very  favourable  duiing 
the  pist  week  for  either  fly  or  minnow  fishing,  yet  we 
have  had  sach  boisterous  winds,  ac:oinpanied  with  slight 
showers  of  hail,  rain,  and  snow,  that  sport  amongst  the 
trout  has  only  been  very  meagre,  either  on  the  river  Hull 
or  tr'.butary  streams  ;  but  they  are  in  very  fair  condition, 
and  the  waters  a  good  colour,  so  that,  should  the  weither 
be  anything  like  favourable,  we  miy  expect  better  results 
during  Eastertide,  especially  in  the  upper  waters.  The 
tidal  waters  below  the  lock  are  also  a  fair  good  colour  for 
worm  fishing,  which  is  rather  promising  for  the  match 
fishers,  for  the  tides  are  making,  which  will  cause  the 
flounders  and  eels  to  be  more  on  the  ran;  aid  the 
weather  seems  to-day  (Tuesday)  to  be  undergoing  an 
agreeable  change.  On  Saturday  next  (A.pril  16)  the 
Impel  ill  Angling  Association  and  the  George  and 
Dragon  A  S.  will  each  commence  their  match  fishing 
season  on  the  river  Hull,  on  Swinemoor;  and  the  Hull 
Butchers  A.S,  will  also  open  the:'r  season  on  the  same 
day ;  but  the  City,  Kingston,  and  Navigation  Angling 
Societies  will  not  open  theirs  until  the  Saturday  follow- 
ing— the  former  at  Grovehill  and  the  latter  at  Hull 
Bridge.  At  a  special  meeting  held  !a3t  week  of  the 
Wednesday  Angling  Society,  Mr.  Alfred  Chappell  was 
again  elected  to  the  presiiential  cbair,  Mr.  Sam  King  to 
the  vice,  Mr.  H.  Usher  as  treasurer,  ard  Mr.  W.  Chap- 
man to  the  secretaryship,  Mr.  0.  Br rrick  beiag  appointed 
custodian  of  the  scales  and  weights  during  the  season, 
and  a  meeting  will  be  held  at  headquarters  on  the 
12th  inst.  to  arratigj  the  season's  matches  and  other 
important  matters.  The  atmual  dinner  of  the  Grapes  A.S. 
was  held  at  their  clubhouse  in  Syke- street,  Mr.  W.  Eawden 
occupying  the  chair.  The  repast  was  an  excellent  one, 
and  the  after  programme  of  songs  and  reci-.ations  by 
some  of  the  members  were  we'l  rendered,  and  much 
appreciated  by  those  present,  and  altogether  a  very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent,  the  report  showing  the  society 
to  be  in  a  good  sound  position.  The  Stoneferry  Angling 
Society  held  a  very  successful  smoking  concert  the  other 
evening  at  headquarters,  the  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  being  of  first-class  order,  and  much  enjoyed  by  the 
anglers  present.  This  society  opens  its  season  on  May  7, 
on  the  river  Hull,  at  Weelferry.  On  the  13th  inst,  Messrs. 
Amos  and  Smith's  A.S.  will  hold  a  prize  presentation  and 
smoking  concert  at  the  Eegent  Hotel ;  chair  to  be  taken  at 
8  p.m. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Great  expectations  are  our  experiences  generally.  All 
those  intending  to  get  away  are  on  the  tiptop  of  expecta- 
tion fo:  the  coming  Easter  holidays,  and,  judging  by  the 
great  demand  for  every  description  of  outfit,  the  tarn  out 
is  likely  to  exceed  many  previous  years.  The  great  ques-. 
tion  is  where  to  go,  and  it  requires  a  lot  of  answering. 
Well,  if  you  are  not  going  fishing,  pay  a  visit  to  Scorton, 
and  hare  a  peep 'at  the  Wyresdale  Fishery.  There  you 
can  spend  some  hours  in  studying  the  perfection  to  which 
science  has  brought  the  hitching  of  fish  by  artiacial 
means,  and  one  place  where  the  rainbow  trout  has  had  a 
cordial  welcome  and  found  fast  frienf  s.  The  country  is 
delightful,  but  rather  short  of  "  refreshments  "  as  regards 
licensed  houses,  for  there  is  not  one.  Capt.  Ormrod  must 
really  s  :e  into  this  matter,  for  anglers,  like  other  human 
beings,  live  by  eating  and  drinking,  in  moderation  of  course. 
The  St.  Helen's  anglers  have  arranged  for  a  jolly  evening 
on  the  14th,  at  headquarters.  Tour  correspondent  hopes  to 
be  there  ;  at  any  rate,  he  has  had  an  invitation,  in  fact,  all 
oar  best  societies  desire  to  have  the  Fishing  Gazette 
represented  at  their  meetings.  The  ladies  are  to  be  there, 
and  that  is  a  guarantee  that  the  proceedings  are  of  the 
very  best,  or  ladies  wou'd  not  be  present.  The  County 
Palatine  Angling  Association  have  at  last  been  compelled 
to  stay  their  hmd  and  stop  stocking  operaticni.  Why  ? 
Not  because  they  are  weary,  or  that  cash  has  ran  short, 
but  because  the  weather  is  not  suitable  for  transhipping 
the  fis'a.  Eeviewing  the  stocking  season,  they  can  boast 
of  having  tamed  into  their  wateis  no  less  than  7390  fish, 
atd  every  fish  a  good  one,  so  that  the  Irlam  reservoirs  and 
the  Peak  Forest  canal  should  now  be  much  improved 
waters. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Those  who  hive  had  access  to  private  waters  have  been 
wielding  the  trout  rod  during  the  past  week,  but  not  with 
any  marked  success.  A  few  flies  have  been  seen  on  the 
waters,  and  although  the  fish  have  risen  occasionally 
towards  evening,  as  a  rule  they  hive  been  inictise,  anl 
where  anglers  have  secured  two  or  three  brace  of  fish  they 
may  be  considered  as  extremely  forturrate  under  the  pre- 
vailing conditions.  The  sharp  night  frosts  are  opposed  to 
the  development  of  nature,  and  flies,  as  well  as  aquatic 
vegetation,  have  cotrsequently  had  a  check  put  upoa  them. 
At  the  time  of  writing  many  of  the  streams  are  still  an6t 
for  the  prosecution  of  sport.  The  prospects,  therefore, 
for  Easter  are  not  of  the  best. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

This  city,  like  many  others,  suffers  periodically  from 
depression;  sometimes  it  is  commercial  depression,  at 
other  times  political,  but  just  now  it  is  piscitorial.  It 
must  not  be  inferred  that  we  are  losing  interest  in  the 
sport,  or  that  we  are  taking  a  back  seat,  far  from  it ;  but 
the  fact  is,  we  are,  as  a  whole,  coarse  fishers,  and  con- 
sequently locked  out,  and,  like  good  boys,  don't  rebel. 
True,  we  have  many  who  do  not  fi^h,  except  with  the  fly, 
and,  as  a  rule,  their  doingsare  absolutely  sacredand  secret. 
Only  recently  there  has  been  a  lecture  in  Manchester  to  a 
body  of  anglers,  which  proved  highly  ii-t  .-resting.  The 
subject  was  "  Eiver  Pollution,"  and  if  it  could  be  repeated 
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to  a  public  meeting  of  anglers  it  would  be  most  welcome. 
The  only  comfort  we  have  is,  that  the  sample  of  water 
from  our  inky  Irwell  took  first  honours  for  filthiness. 
Several  of  our  city  fathers  were  there,  and  certain  learned 
men.    We  hope  they  received  information  and  light ;  but 
the  Irwell  smells  as  bad  as  ever,  and  seems  likely  to  do  so. 
The  April  meeting  of  the  Kingfishers  was  a  good  one,  and 
they  are  rejoicing  in  the  prospect  of  full  enjoyment  of  their 
well  stocked  trout  waters  this  summer.  The  Levenshulme 
anglers  ai-e  also  looking  forward  to  good  times.  They 
hive  liberxlly  stocked,  and  should  benefit  accordingly. 
Another  club  deserving  good  results  is  the  Moss  Side 
Socials.    For  years  they  have  striven  for  efficiency,  and 
are  now  confidently  expecting  the  rewaid  of  their  labours. 
The  Hulme  Angling  Society  is  to  be  very  strong  this 
summer,  and,  despite  the  fact  that  several  clubs  have 
sprung  up  in  the  neighbourhood,  promises  to  keep  a  front 
place  in  local  angling  mat!ers.    The  Buokland  Anglers 
will  be  busy  this  Easter,  but  will  hive  to  wait  a  short  time 
longer  befora  their  waters  will  render  a  first  class  return 
for_  their  outlay.     At  Longsight  the  local  anglers,  both 
seniors  and  juniors,  are  very  much  alive,  and  regarding 
the  approach  of  the  fishing  season  with  pleasure. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  fined  down,  and  the  bottom  weed  is 
already  beginning  to  show  itself.  It  grows  in  long  streaks 
to  the  surface,  and  sheds,  later  in  the  season,  a  small 
white  flower,  on  which  myriads  of  midges  congregate. 
The  lengths,  or,  rather,  the  shelter  they  afford  are  the 
happy  haunts  of  the  big  chub,  and  not  unfrequently  the 
lusty  barbel.  At  the  period  of  writing  the  sun  was 
shining  brightly,  and  Easter  holiday  prospects  were  most 
promising  from  a  trout  fishing  point  of  view.  A  few 
salmon  are  said  to  have  reached  Shard'ow  anl  King's 
Mills,  and  doubtless  the  fish  will  be  given  a  trial  on 
Easter  Monday  and  Tuesday.  Intending  fishers  would  do 
well  to  rely  for  sport  on  the  Devon  minnow  (artificial),  or 
the  well-known"  Derby  Killer."  Members  of  the  Shoulder 
of  Mutton  Association  have  recently  been  getting  some 
trout  out  of  the  Dover  Beck  below  Lowdham,  and 
at  their  annual  dinner  the  secretary  (Mr.  D.  S.  Garner), 
in  replying  to  the  tca~,t  of  the  evening,  "Success  to  the 
Society,"  mentioned  that  a  long  latter  had  been  prepared 
for  the  cansideration  of  Lord  Henry  Bentinck,  M.P.,  their 
honorary  president,  as  tj  the  extension  of  the  sewage  farm 
at  Stoke  by  the  City  Corporation.  The  corpDration  had 
formulated  a  Bill  in  Parliament  for  acquiring  more  land 
for  the  purposes  of  the  farm,  and  the  object  of  the  letter 
was  to  ask  Lord  Henry  Bentinck  to  safeguard  the  interests 
of  anglers  by  preventing,  if  possible,  the  sewage  being 
discharged  in  its  raw  state  into  the  Trent.  Other  clubs,  I 
understand,  have  also  petitioned  the  member  for  the 
southern  division  of  the  city  on  the  subject.  Lord  Henry 
is  an  angler  himself,  and  no  doubt  he  will  do  his  best  for 
( ur  anglers  as  a  whole.  Eels  ran  up  the  river  in  the  recent 
se. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week,  although  the 
weather  has  been  gloiiously  fine  and  sunny,  most  of  them 
holding  themselves  ia  readiness  for  the  coming  Easter 
week.    Trout  fishing  may  be  said  not  to  commence  in  this 
neighbourhood  until  April.    The  members  of  several  clubs 
never  think  of  fishing  for  them  before,  and  it  is  plenty 
early  enough,  too  !    Three  cf  our  anglers  have  visited  the 
Teme  during  the  week,  and  took  a  few  brace  between 
them.    They  rose  fairly  well  for  an  hour  or  two  at  the  fly 
Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  Eed  Palmer— but  the 
artificial  minnow  was  a  failure.    The  nights  contiaue  cold 
and  frosty;  when  we  get  warmer  nights  sport  will  be 
better.    Six  of  our  clubs  have  held  meetings  this  week 
and  made  arrangements  for  the  coming  week,  and  all 
seem  to  be  ii  a  flourishing  condition,  some  having  their 
tail  complement  of  members,  and  other  clubs  are  forming. 
Tae  Sabrina,  which  bids  fair  to  become  the  largest  club  in 
the  city,  held  a  very  full  meeting  on  Monday  evening  In 
theab8en3e  of  the  president  (Mr.  Smith),  Mr.  Eartland 
oec'jpied  the  chair ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Cale  the  vice-chair. 
A  loumber  of  hon.  and  ordinary  members  were  en- 
rolled, and  a  good  deal  of  enthusiasm  was  displayed. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  first  competition  of  the 
sjason,  whicu  it  was  decided  should  take  place  in  the 
Teme,  at  Martly.    Conveyance  thither  by  brakes,  and 
erery  arrangement  was  made  for  creature  comforts  Mr 
:  W'lngfield,  hon.  sec.   of  the  District  Association' 
attended,  and  received  quite  an  ovation,  and  gave  a  shoit 
aidress,  giving  particulars  of  how  matters  stand  between 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board  and  the  anglers,  and  other 
mtormation,  for  which  he  received  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks.    The  annual  dinner  of  the  Malvern  Association  of 
Anglers,  which  took  place  at  the  North  Malvern  Hotel  on 
ihursday  eveung  last,  was  a  grand  affair,  and  reflected 
great  credit  on  '  mine  host,"  the  table  being  very  taste- 
tally  laid  out,  and  the  catering  all  that  could  be  wished, 
aid  the  long-necked  bottles  on  the  table  showed  that 
8  jmsthiDg  beyond  British  beer  was  ia  great  request  Mr 
B,  Dawson  made  an  excellent  chairman,  and  the  company 
present  tried  the  utmost  limit  of  the  room,  among  whom 
were  Mr.  W    Pembridge  (vice-chairman).  Dr.  Butler 
Messrs.  Ash-Hollion.   Brown,  Bishop,  Pass,  Clements 
Chambery,  Clarke,  Deakin,  Filmore,  Foster,  Grosvenor 
L.  1.  Higgs  (hon.  sec),  Hailstone,  Lowe,  Moore,  Merrv- 
man.  Page   PoweU,  Sadler,  Sharpe,  Tell,  Thompson, 
Thomas,  A.  Wilesmith,  G.  Wilejmith,  J.  Wilson,  A 
vvarner,  R.  Wmgfield  (sec.  Worcester  and  District  A. A  ) 
&c.    The  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Higgs,  gave  his  annual  report, 
waich  was  much  approved,  and  the  president,  Mr.  Dawson 
give  an  amusing  and  very  pithy  address,  and  his  health 
waj  drunk  with  musicil  honours.    The  usual  toasts  were 
given  and  duly  honoured,  and  a  number  of  excellent 
T**"?^  '^f®  Warner,  Dr.  Butler,  Messrs. 

J.  W,  Brown,  R.  Wingfield,  H.  Brown,  W.  Hailstone, 


and  others  ;  Mr.  Sharpe  presiding  very  efficiently  at  the 
piano.    The  company  separated  at  a  late  hour. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  close  of  another  week  found  matters  improving  as 
regards  the  prospects  of  angling.  The  Yorkshire  rivers 
whion  had  been  put  out  of  condition  by  the  stormy 
weather,  were  settling  down  into  nice  form,  and  anglers 
anticipated  with  some  degree  of  pleasure  the  coming 
holiday.  There  is  no  reason,  apparently,  why  good  spoit 
should  not  be  obtained,  as  the  best  streams  are  well 
stocked  with  trout,  the  Wharfe  and  the  Tore  in  particular 
Not  only  are  the  fish  numerous,  but  are  also  in  good  con- 
J'^i'?"'  c^'y  fishing  is  permissible  on  all  the  club  lengths 
ot  the  Swale,  Nidd,  Eye,  Derwent,  and  Esk,  in  addition 
to  the  other  two  above  mentioned,  and  the  following  casts 
are  among  the  best :  1.  Winter  Brown,  Spring  Black, 
Dark  Snipe  and  Orange,  and  Suipa  Bloa.  2.  Waterhen 
and  Yellow,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Orange  Partridge 
and  Snipe  Bloa.  3.  March  Brown,  Spanish  Needle,  Early 
Brown,  and  Dark  Bloa.  Some  nice  dishes  of  trout  have 
been  taken  on  the  lengths  of  the  Wharfe  in  the  Otley  and 
Tadcaster  districts,  ia  the  Nidd  at  Knaresborough,  and  in 
the  Catterick  and  Richmond  waters  of  the  Swale.  Many 
two-year-old  trout  have  just  been  placed  in  Scally  beck 
Scarborough,  and  recently  the  Derwent  Club  stocked 
their  water  with  nearly  2000  yearlings  and  several 
thousand  fry  from  their  own  ponds. 


^^T^^?i  Green  Angrlingr  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road.— Our  visit  was  a  very  successful  one- 
everybody  appeared  to  enjoy  the  best  of  harmony.  Mr' 
Sparling  was  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Wigg  the  vice-chair 
The  amount  collected  for  the  A.B.S.  was  £3.  Mr. 
Anderson,  on  April  1,  caught  a  trout  weighing  Sib.— E 
Haynes. 


Uttgling  '^minxes. 

April  12.   

Crown  and  Buokland  :  Concert. 
April  14:. 
North-East  Brothers :  Annual  supper. 


Ajril 


20. — Gresham  :  Opening  dinner  at  Chesham. 

20.  — St.  Ives  :  Annual  dinner. 

21.  — Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  meeting. 
21.^Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner, 

21.  — North-East  Brothers  :  Supper. 

22.  — A.B.S. :  Committee  meeting. 

26.  — Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
25. — Heaits  of  Oak  :  Supper. 
25. — South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  :  Visit. 

27.  — Anchor  (Kingston) :  Annual  dinner. 
27.— B.S.A.S.  :  Annual  dinner. 

27.  — Walworth  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 

28.  — Anchor  and  Hope :  Annual  dinner. 


Eejrotts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Eveningf.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Cldb 
Eepoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— On  Easter  Monday  there 
will  be  no  meeting.  The  Finance  Committee  will  meet  on 
Monday,  April  18,  at  7.30,  and  the  General  at  8.30.  The 
annual  delegate  meeting  is  postponed  till  the  following 
Monday,  April  25.— R.  'Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— There  will  be  no 
meeting  on  Good  Friday.  The  next  committee  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Friday,  April  22,  at  8.80.  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  tlaaks  the  receipt  of 
133.  6d.  Grange,  and  15s.  3d.  Mr.  Stevens,  Eose  and 
Crown,  St.  Margaret's,  from  their  donation  boxes  — E 
Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Angling  Com- 
petition.—The  committee  are  requested  to  attend  at  the 
Bald  Faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury,  E.C.,  on 
Friday  evening,  the  15th,  at  9;  important.— S.  Malby 
(hon.  sec). 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Crown 
and  Buckland  A.S.,  held  at  the  Middlesex  Arms, 
Clerkenwell  Green,  on  Tuesday  avening,  April  12  ;  a  good 
evening's  entertainment  will  be  provided.— F.  Cas'tell. 

Dalston    Angling    Society,    Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street.  Dalston.— There  will  be  no  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  the  12th;  members  will  please  attend  on  the 
19th,  when  the  balance-sheet  will   be  presented.— S 
Malby. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N.— Our  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tues- 
day, April  19,  as  we  only  meet  fortnightly  during  the 
close  season.  The  final  heat  of  the  billiard  handicap  in 
connection  with  the  society  was  played  on  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  Biddlecombe  proving  himself  equal'y  as  clever  with 
the  cue  as  he  has  already  done  with  the  rod,  winning 
somewhat  easily  by  48  points.— A.  E.  Hendon. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— Tuesday,  April  12, 
will  be  our  annual  general  meeting  night,  when  I  hope 
every  member  will  attend,  as  business  of  importance  will 
be  brought  on.  Our  third  Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of 
the  A.B.F.  and  Convalescent  Home  will  take  place  at  the 
clubhouse  on  Monday,  April  18 ;  the  chair  will  be  taken 
by  Mr.  S.^  Malby,  Dalston  A.S,  Mr.  A.  Sims  was  enrolled 
as  a  working  member. — E.  Bkock.ett. 

W^^'w'ort^  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul  s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— 
Our  annual  dinner  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
April  27,  when  we  hope  to  spend  a  very  pleasant  evening' 
as  some  good  talent  is  engaged  for  the  occasion.  The 
prize  distribution  and  concert  will  take  place  about  a  week 
later.— W.  Wbay, 


ANGLING  COMPETITIONS  ON  LOCH 

LEVEN  FOR  1898. 
Thr  following  is  a  list  of  the  fixtures  for  angling  club 
competitions  on  Loch  Leven  for  the  season.  There  are 
111  fixtures,  an  increase  of  four  over  last  year  The 
National  will  take  place  on  June  8,  a  week  later  than  last 
year.  A  two  days'  match  will  be  held  between  the 
Bridge  of  Allan  and  Northumberland  Clubs  on  May  20 
and  21.  The  opening  fixture  is  a  fortnight  later  than  last 
season  : 

oo      „  ,4^^J^"  June  (continued). 

23.  Pollokshields  17.  Western  (Glasgow) 

2o,  Stirhng  18.  Dundee 

2/-  Perth  20.  Falkirk 

28.  Wanderers  (Glasgow)      21.  Waverley  (Ediuburgh) 
o  T,  22.  Westend  (Dundee) 

„•  ?  23.  Breadalbane  (Bdiij. 

3.  St.  Minn  (Paisley)  burgh) 

4.  Strathearn  23.  Clackmannan 

4.  Breadalbane    (Edin-  24.  Midlothian 
burgh)  25.  Walton  (Edinburgh) 

5.  Kinross  25.  Wellshot 

6.  Coatbridge        .  28.  Bridge  of  Allan 

7.  Bridge  of  Allan  29.  St.  Mirin  (Paisley) 
7.  St.  Andrew  (Edinburgh)  30.  Edina  (Edinburgh) 

10.  Waltonians      (Udding-  July. 
ston)  6.  Perthshire 

10.  Edina  (Edinburgh)  7.  Kinross 

11.  Waverley  (Edinbargh)       8.  Wanderers  (Glasgow) 

12.  Dunfermline  12.  Cockburn  (Edinburgh) 

12.  Cockburn  (Edinburgh)     15.  Dunfermline 

13.  Glasgow  A,  C.  19.  Clackmannan 

}i'  S-'i'^'^®.®  '      21.  Waverley  (Edinburgh) 

16.  Fifeshire  22.  St.  Mungo  (Glasgow) 

1/.  St.  Mungo  (Glasgow)       29.  Falkirk 

}l-  August. 

18.  Westend  (Dundee)  2.  St.  Andrew  (Edinburgh) 

20.  Bridge  of  Allan  (North-    4.  Clackmannan 

on    ,  umberlacd)  5.  Glasgow  United  Clubs 

20.  Amateur  (Edinburgh)        6.  Kelvinside  Academical 

21,  Bridge  of  Allan  (North-    6.  Midlothian 

o,       umtierland)  8.  Clydesdale  (Glasgow) 

21.  Pollokshieldj  9.  Glasgow  A.C. 

23.  Falkirk  lo.  Dunfermline 

24.  Clackmannan  11.  Perthshire 

Ir-  nf'^''    ,    v.,        ^  Waltom-ans(Uddingston) 

26.  Clydesdale  (Glasgow)  15.  Stirling 

27.  Wanderers  (Glasgow)  15.  Fifeshire 

28.  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  16.  Pollokshields 

28.  Walton  (Edinburgh)        17.  Westend  (Dundee) 

30.  Bridge    of    Allan    v.  17.  Perth 

Amateur  (Edinburgh)  18.  Coatbridge 

31,  Eowbank  (Paisley)  18.  Bothwell  and  Blantyre 

June.  19.  Coatbridge 

2.  Kinross  19.  St.  Mungo  (Glasgow) 

3.  West  of  Scotland  (Glas-  20.  Dundee 

,  gt-w)  22.  Bridge  of  Allan 

4.  West  of  Scotland  (Glas-  22.  Amateur  (Edinburgh) 

gow)  23.  Eowbank  (Paisley) 

4.  St.  Andrew  (Edinburgh)  23.  Western  (Glasgow) 

6.  Strathearn  24.  Breadalbane  (Edin- 

7.  Euekland  (Glasgow)  burgh) 

:  8.  NATIONAL  24.  Western  (Glasgow) 

9.  Dunfermline  25.  Kinross 

10.  Edinburgh  United  Clubs  26.  West  of  Scotland 

11.  Bohemian  (Glasgow)  27.  Perth  v.  Perthshire 
11.  St.  Mungo  (Glasgow)  27.  West  of  Scotland 

13.  Stirling  29.  Falkirk 

14.  Bridge  of  Allan  30.  Waverley  (Edinburgh)" 

14.  Perthshire  31.  Wanderers  (Glasgow) 

15.  Kelvinside    Acidemioal  September. 

(Glasgow)  1.  Patron's  Prize 

15.  Fifeshire  2.  Lochleven  Champion. 

16.  Western  (Glasgow)  ship 
10.  Pollokshields 

The  Patron's  Prize  and  Lochleven  Championship  will  be 
held  in  September,  after  the  loch  is  closed  to  the  public 
for  the  season.  Egbert  Laing  (Kinross). 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Council  was  held  at  the 
Mason's  Arms  Hotel,  Blackburn,  on  Saturday,  April  2, 
There  were  present  Messrs.  Hall  (Stalybridge),  Livesey 
(Blackburn),  Cole  (Crewe),  Hurst  (Atherton),  Furness 
(Stockport),  Prescott  (Manchester),  Burton  (Farnwcrth), 
Atherton  (Wigan),  Burtoiisvood,  HUl,  Eeader,  and  Parkin 
(Bolton),  T.  F.  Wallwork  (hon.  treasurer),  and  T.  W. 
Bedford  (hon.  secretary).  The  president.  Rev.  0.  P. 
Roberts,  forwarded  a  letter  of  apology  for  inability  to 
attend,  and  inclosed  10s.  donation  to  the  funds.  Mr. 
P.  Ball  (St.  Helen's)  also  forwarded  an  apology.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Hall  was  elected  to  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  last 
meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  an  application 
from  Liverpool  for  reduction  cf  the  subscription  for 
unattached  clubs  was  considered,  but  was  not  acceded  to. 
Mr.  Hall  reported  visit  paid  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  J.P.,and 
himself  to  the  re-foimed  Manchester  Centre,  which 
appeared  to  be  progressing  very  satisfactorily.  The  draft 
of  the  proposed  leaflet,  appealing  to  the  members  for  sub- 
scriptions, in  aid  of  a_  defence  fund  to  maintain  the  right  to 
fish  for  coarse  fish  in  rivers  which  may  contain  trout 
without  taking  out  a  licence  for  trout,  as  drawn  up 
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by  the  secretary,  was  read,  and,  with  slight  ataendmeut, 
ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated.  Mr.  Wallwork  put 
his  name  down  for  £1,  and  offered  to  fieh  a  test  case.  It 
was  decided  to  hold  a  grand  fishing  match  at  Calveley,  on 
the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  on  June  25.  Entrancj  fee 
(including  canal  bank  fee),  Is.  The  match  to  be  of  two 
hours'  duration  and  open  to  the  public ;  prizes  amounting 
to  £25  to  be  offered  ;  details  left  with  a  sub-committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Roberts  (Wigan),  Hurst  (A.therton), 
Reader  (Bolton),  Burton  (Farnworth),  and  the  secretary. 
The  secretary  was  instructed  to  ask  all  club  secretaries  to 
rigidly  insist  on  their  members'  adherence  to  the  Northern 
Anglers'  standard  limit,  and  to  return  all  undersized  fish. 
Several  other  small  matters  were  deputed  to  the  secretary 
to  carry  out.  The  thanks  of  the  council  were  given  to  Mr. 
Livesey  and  the  Blackburn  Centre  for  the  excellent 
collation  provided,  and  to  the  chairman  for  his  services. 
The  next  quarterly  meeting  to  be  held  at  Ashton-under- 
Lyne.  Thos.  W.  Eedfoed  (Hon.  Sec). 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

At  Monday's  meeting  of  this  society,  held  in  the  Pisca- 
torial Salon,  Holborn  Restaurant,  Mr.  C.  H.  By  waters 
in  the  chair,  reports  from  various  members  who  had  been 
out  at  the  commencement  of  the  trout  season  were 
received,  but  were,  on  the  whole,  a  trifling  disappointing. 
The  waters  fished  were  generally  found  to  be  low  in 
volume,  and  in  some  cases  the  fish  were  not  in  the  best 
condition.  An  exception  to  this  state  of  things  was, 
however,  found  in  two  fish  taken  by  Dr.  Brunton  and  Mr. 
M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  from  the  Ver,  which  were  plump  and 
fat,  and  weighed  over  21b.  each.  This  river  was  abnormally 
low,  and  up  to  the  date  of  the  meeting  only  a  single  brace 
of  fish  had  been  caught,  viz.,  those  by  the  gentlemen  men- 
tioned above.  Mr.  H.  Harden  had  a  31b.  9oz.  trout  from 
the  Kennet.  It  would  have  been  considerably  heavier 
had  it  not  been  Eomewhat  thin  and  out  of  Eorts.  Mr. 
H.  H.  Brown  took  a  trout  from  the  Moor  stream  of 
21b.  5oz.  At  Pangboume,  Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  a  Thames 
fish  of  41b.,  and  Mr.  Evans  two  trout,  one  going  31b.  and 
the  second  21b.  The  latter  was  very  badly  hooked,  or 
would  have  been  returned  to  gn^ow  bigger.  Several  other 
members  had  been  out,  but  had  done  nothing.  Mr. 
Hyman  Marks  was  duly  elected  as  a  new  member,  after 
which  an  interesting  discussion  took  place  on  the  question 
of  whether  April  1  was  or  was  not  too  soon  to  fieh  for 
trout.  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  who  introduced  the  subject, 
said  that  during  his  connection  with  the  society, 
extending  over  many  years,  it  had  always  been 
his  impression  that  they  went  for  trout  to3  early. 
In  his  opinion  May  was  quite  soon  enough  to  go  for 
them.  He  could  safely  say  that  the  trout  he  had  seen 
exhibited  on  the  table  of  the  society  during  the  years  he 
had  belonged  to  it  had  not  been  in  the  condition  he  would 
like  to  have  seen  them.  Were  they,  therefore,  fishing  for 
trout  in  the  true  spirit  of  anglers,  or  catching  fish  before 
they  were  fully  recovered  after  their  breeding  season  was 
over  ?  Could  good  and  well  conditioned  trout  be  taken  in 
April  P  Mr,  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  considered  that  the  few 
he  had  seen  taken  within  the  last  day  or  two,  up  to 
61b.  12oz.  in  weight,  were  not  in  condition,  but  he  asked 
whether  this  was  not  due  to  the  stream  whence  they  came. 
In  the  warmer  southern  streams  trout  would  be  more 
advanced  than  in  the  north,  or  might  it  not  be  that  the 
getting  into  condition  depended  upon  the  amount  of  food 
obtained  ?  The  chairman  said  that  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown's 
and  Mr.  de  Courcy's  fish  were  both  beautiful  ones.  Mr. 
C.  Walker  said  that  he  had  known  streams  down  further 
south  than  the  Kennet  or  Moor  stream,  where  the  trout 
had  been  in  splendid  condition  in  January ;  and  on  the 
contrary,  in  places  farther  north  still,  where  they  had  not 
been  so  until  April,  It  did  not  depend  absolutely  upon 
whether  the  water  was  far  north  or  far  south.  What  the  thing 
was  exactly  he  could  not  say,  but  he  opined  that  it  depended 
upon  the  conditions  of  the  particular  water  the  fish  were  in 
and  their  surroundings  entirely.  He  considered  there  ought 
to  be  a  separate  rule  for  each  paiticular  water,  and  that 
trout  fishing  should  begin  at  a  different  date  on  almost 
every  river.  Trout  appeared  to  get  iuto  condition  at  quite 
a  different  time  on  every  different  river.  Mr.  Evans 
remaiked  that  the  trout  he  took  at  Pangbourae  was  in 
perfect  condition.  Mr.  E.  M.  Mayes  had  taken  them 
in  a  lake  on  Dartmoor,  40ft.  deep,  in  April,  in  splendid 
condition.  Dr.  Patterson  said  not  only  the  rivers,  but  the 
seasons,  had  to  be  taken  into  account  in  considering  the 
matter.  He  had  seen  fish  in  perfect  condition  at  the 
beginning  of  March,  and  in  rotten  condition  at  the  end  of 
April.  It  entirely  depended  upon  the  weather  they  had 
been  having  during  the  spring  months  of  the  year.  He 
cjuld  say  with  truth  that  the  only  trout  he  had  seen  this 
year,  so  far,  had  been  in  abominable  condition.  He  had 
seen  fish  from  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  England,  and  he  had 
never  seen  one  in  perfect  condition  yet  except  a  fish  which 
had  been  brought  from  New  Zealand  in  ice.  Dr,  Brunton 
thought  the  whole  thing  consisted  ia  the  conditions  which 
existed  in  correspondence  with  the  capabilities  of  the  fish 
to  get  food.  If  they  got  plenty  of  food  they  were  in  good 
condition ;  if  not,  the  reverse.  The  one  he  took  in  the 
Ver  was  in  fine  order.  Mr.  Harden  thought  that,  as 
anglers  were  very  keen  after  trout,  it  would  ba  a  pity  to 
alter  the  opening  day,  unless  there  was  ample  reason  to 
justify  a  change.  Nest  Monday  being  Bank  Holiday, 
there  will  be  no  meeting.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  our  weekly  meeting  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker  occupied  the 
chair.  Two  gentlemen  were  proposed  for  membership. 
The  following  fishing  report  was  made  :  Mr.  Wright,  a 
trout  of  l^lb.  from  the  Darenth.  The  opening  dinner  on 
our  Chesham  water  was  very  successful,  twenty-five 


members  attending.  Dr.  Brunton  in  the  chair.  After 
the  dinner  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony  and  anecdote. 
The  water  was  not  in  the  best  of  condition  owing  to  the 
sewage  arrangements  being  out  of  order.  Plenty  of  good 
fish  were  seen  all  over  the  water,  and  several  will  probably 
grace  our  trays  ere  long.  Dr.  Patterson,  Messrs.  Tayler, 
Reeves,  Connellan,  Goodwin,  and  Close  had  trout,  Dr. 
Patterson  having  the  largest,  a  fish  of  IJlb.  The  fishing 
is  restricted  to  the  dry  fly  only.  We  shortly  hope  to  place 
further  trout  in  the  water.  The  hon.  sacretary  was 
elected  to  represent  the  society  at  Lochleven,  on 
June  8,  in  the  National  Angling  Clubs  Association 
competition.  Medal  for  specimen  dace  of  lib.  loz. 
was  presented  to  Mr.  Hesse,  won  during_  1897. 
Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin  then  opened  a  discussion  on 
suitable  "  Flies  for  the  Month  "  at  same  length,  and  gave 
some  sound  advice,  bised  on  a  long  experience,  to  the 
meeting.  He  recommended  for  April  the  following  flies  : 
March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear  (gold  ribbed),  Dark  Olive  Dan, 
Iron  Blue,  Red  Quill,  Blue  Dun  (light  and  dark).  Red 
Spinner,  and  Yellow  Dun.  Several  good  hints  were 
given  by  Mr.  Goodwin,  more  especially  of  use  to  the 
members  who  are  just  taking  an  interest  in  fly  fishing. 
Dr.  Brunton,  Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Close,  and  others  took  part 
in  the  discussion,  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr. 
Goadwin.  A  medal  for  Sfeoimen  grayling  of  31b.  2oz. 
was  handed  to  Dr.  Brunton,  won  during  1897.  A  photo- 
graph of  the  memb3rs  at  the  outing  at  Chesham  last 
Saturday,  taken  excellently  by  Mr.  ]\Iaull,  was  exhibited 
in  the  room.  The  usual  toasts  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  concluded  the  proceedings.  There  will  be  no  meet- 
ing next  week,  on  account  of  the  holidays. 

Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Sec). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannou- 
street  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  April  6,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  Minchin  gave  some  interestiag  experiences 
of  Norwegian  fishing.  An  interesting  discussion  was 
started  on  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  National  Sea 
Fisheries  Protection  Association  Conference,  in  which  t;he 
chairman,  the  hon.  sec,  Messrs.  C.  Hussey,  C.  0.  Minchin, 
joined.  It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  0,  O.  Minchin,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  "That  a  discussion  be 
held  on  April  20  on  the  Fishery  Bill  to  be  brought  before 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Sir  Albert  Rollit  and  the 
resolutions  as  passed  by  the  recent  conference  of  the 
National  Sei  Fisheries  Protection  Association,  and 
that  all  members  interested  in  the  subject^  be  re. 
quested  to  attend."  This  was  carried  unanimously. 
Mr.  Litchfield  gave  notice  that  he  would  propose  the 
following  resolution  :  ' '  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting  the  destruction  of  immature  fish  should  be  dealt 
with  at  once  exhaustively."  Mr.  Hussey  gave  notice  that 
he  would  propose  the  following  resolution:  "That,  as 
regards  the  Moray  Frith,  the  proper  course  to  pursue  is 
to  prevent  the  fishing  by  foreign  trawlers  by  means  of  an 
international  convention."  Mr.  Linfoot  handed  iu  his 
report  of  Ramsgate,  as  promised,  and  received  the  thanks 
of  the  meeting.  Messrs,  Canton  and  Minchin  promised 
inquiries  regarding  places  for  agencies.  The  usual  vote  of 
thanks  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day, March  30,  at  the  Devonshire  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath, 
when  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  J. P.,  C.C.,  was  in  the  chair  ; 
and  among  those  present  were  Mr.  H.  Cooper  (hon. 
secretary  and  treasurer),  Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson,  Mr.  F.  C. 
Lymn,  Mr.  H.  Buxton,  Mr.  J.  Henstock,  Mr.  D.  P. 
Pearson,  Mr.  J.  Clay,  Mr,  Skinner,  and  others.  The 
report  was  read.  The  year  began  with  an  adverse  balaccs 
of  £1  15s.,  and  it  had  been  reduced  to  £1  43.  The 
income  of  the  club  was  £71  Is.  5d.  On  the  elec- 
tion of  officers,  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwiight  was  reappointed 
president ;  vice-president,  Mr.  A.  S.  Marsden-Smedley  ; 
hon.  secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr.  H.  Cooper;  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  Mr.  Hodson  ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing committee:  Messrs.  T.  Tyack,  J.  G.  Rowland, 
J.  Henstock,  F.  0.  Lymn,  D.  P.  Pearson,  B.  Lawton, 
H.  Buxton,  S.  C.  Cooper,  H.  Middleditch,  W.  H.  Moore, 
A.  E.  Falding,  W.  Skinner,  and  J.  Clay  (for  Matlock),  T. 
Whyman  (Derby).  It  was  stated  there  had  been  fourteen 
new  members  elected  from  Manchester,  Nottingham,  Loa- 
don,  and  Leicester.  This  is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of 
the  club,  which  has  a  maximum  number  of  fifty,  'The 
chairman  congratulated  them  on  the  position  cf  the  club, 
and  proposed  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Cooper 
for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  had  carried  on  the  work 
of  the  association.  To  this  Mr.  Cooper  respond  jd,  and 
said  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  eflSciency  should  not 
continue.  During  a  discussion,  it  was  stated  that  the 
newly  elected  members  bad  arranged  to  visit  JIatlock  for 
fishing,  and  they  would  bring  their  families,  thereby 
benefiting  the  district.  There  are  six  miles  of  the  Derwent 
controlled  by  the  association,  and  the  stcck  of  fish  is 
good  both  in  trout  and  grayling.  The  committee  had 
turned  into  the  water  500  two-year-old  trout  averaging 
from  Jib.  to  lib.  each.  They  were  a  cross  between  the 
Lochleven  and  the  ordinary  brown  trout,  and  were  the 
breeding  of  the  association.  The  past  season  was  admitted 
not  to  have  been  good  bacause  of  the  river  having  been  so 
low,  but  there  were  excellent  prospects.  A  free  ticket 
was  offered  to  Mr.  A.  Clark,  who  was  hon.  secretary  for 
some  years,  and  who  had  done  very  much  in  promoting 
the  association.  A  committee  was  chosen  to  superintend 
the  netting  of  the  river,  and  the  meeting  concluded  with 
votes  of  thanks. 


CHINESE  OYSTERS. 
LiKK  so  many  peculiar  things  in  the  Celestial  Empire, 
the  system  of  breeding  the  above-named  bivalve  differs 
widely  from  that  pursued  in  Europe  and  America.  In  the 
southern  part  of  China  "  collectors "  of  bamboo  are 
placed  in  the  oyster  beds,  much  after  the  same  fashion  as 
the  elaborate  tiles  and  hives "  employed  in  France. 
These  oyster  ca'chers  are,  however,  prepared  in  a 
curious  manner.  The  care^  are  exposed  for  about  two 
months  to  1h3  rays  of  the  sun,  ard  then  placed  for  a 
similar  period  in  salt  water,  after  which  they  are  again 
dried  for  several  days,  the  object  being  tu  preserve  them 
from  decay,  and  prevent  the  twisting  or  warping  of  the 
bamboo.  Notches  are  then  cut  in  the  canes,  into  which 
empty  oyster  shells  are  fixed  like  so  many  caps  ;  and,  thus 
prepared,  they  are  driven  into  the  seashore  between  high 
and  low  water  mark,  and  left  standing  to  catch  the  young 
spat.  Those  localities  are  considered  the  best  where  the 
rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is  the  greatest,  so  that  tlie  bivalves 
may  be  alternately  covered  by  the  flood  and  exposed  to  air 
on  the  ebb.  There  the  young  oysters  thrive  well  and 
develop  rapidly,  and  are  quite  ready  for  the  market  when 
they  are  two  years  old.  A  large  trade  is  carried  on  by  the 
persons  who  pursue  the  calling,  and  who  have  many 
thousands  of  these  collectors  planted  in  favourable  situa- 
tions; and  some  successfal  breeders  have  been  known  to 
realise  large  fortunes.  D. 
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Locli  Ness. — March  30,  on  Foyer's  Hotel  water,  l\Ir. 
Tilston  killed  three  [trout,  weighing  51b. ;  on  March  31,  a 
nic9  newly  run  salmon  of  101b.  ;  on  April  2,  Mr.  Ross, 
Crown  Drive,  Inverness,  landed  a  splendid  salmon,  weigh- 
ing 251b.;  on  April  4,  Mr,  Tilston  killed  two  trout,  of 
31b.  ;  and  on  April  5,  three  nice  sea  trout,  weighing  41b. — 
S.  Tilston. 

LocMeveu  (Kinross).— Up  to  Wednesday  last  three 
boats  have  been  out  this  seasorr,  but  the  weather  was  not 
favourable.  The  most  successful  angler  was  Mr.  Young, 
Aberdour,  who  captured  on  Saturday  three  trout,  weigh- 
ing 41b.  On  Wednesday  the  weather  conditions  were 
more  promising.  A  number  of  anglers  have  engaged 
boats  for  the  end  of  this  and  the  following  week. — Robert 
Laing. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  fine  weather  on  Saturday  last 
brought  out  a  number  of  anglers,  including  Dr.  Woodward 
and  Messrs.  Cooper,  Filmer,  and  Igglesden,  Sport,  how- 
ever, ruled  very  slow  indeed,  and  the  total  day's  catch  did 
not  amount  to  a  dozen.  No  one  fished  on  the  following 
day,  but  Mr.  Filmer  and  Mr.  Leigh  each  had  eight  small 
fish  on  Monday  afternoon.  Five  rods  were  pUed  for  several 
hours  on  Tuesday,  and  each  one  accounted  for  some  half  score 
of  small  dabs  and  pouting.  Mr.  Hingston  monopolised  the 
pier  on  Wednesday  morning,  when  his  catch  amounted  to 
Wo  small  ones ;  but  during  the  afternoon  sport  brightened 
somewhat,  and  several  catches  were  made,  Mr.  Filmer 
heading  the  list  with  thirty-three  dabs  and  pouting.  Dr. 
Woodward  tried  a  little  boat  fishing,  and  brought  ashore 
forty-seven  dabs.  The  south-west  wind  now  prevailing 
should  prove  conducive  to  fair  sport  for  the  Easter  angling 
visitors. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Boyne  (Navan  Section).— This  is  the  eighth  week 
since  the  season  opened,  and  in  that  period  there  has  not 
been  a  spate  suflicient  to  stop  angling  for  a  single  day.  It 
is  hard  to  realise  that  this  is  April.  It  might  be  August 
judged  by  the  condition  of  the  river.  Since  my  last 
report  Mr.  Francis  Ley  had  eight  fish,  from  91b.  to  221b., 
on  Upper  Black  Castle  ;  Mr.  Meakin  had  three  fish,  from 
91b.  to  161b.,  on  Lower  Black  Castle.  On  Ardmulchan, 
Col.  Rock  and  Capt,  Cunliffe  had  three,  of  moderate 
weights.  If  we  get  a  spate  soon,  sport  should  be  splendid 
for  the  remainder  of  the  spring  season,  as  there  will  be  a 
great  rush  of  fish. — Claret  Fly. 


^offings  bp  f^e  i^Jag. 

"  A  SINGULAR  incident  connected  with  fishing  is  related 
by  the  author  of  '  Wild  Spores  of  the  West  of  Ireland.' 
A  party  of  fishermen  we-e  out  in  a  boat  after  gudgeon 
near  Sunbury.  One  of  the  men,  who  had  lamed  his  horse 
some  miles  from  home,  had  been  taken  on  board,  but  was 
not  fishing.  As  a  penalty  for  wearing  spurs,  he  sat  in  the 
bow  with  his  feet  hanging  over  the  side  of  the  skiff.  Soon 
after  he  got  into  the  boat  one  of  the  anglers  caught  a 
small  gudgeon,  which  he  playfully  hung  on  the  horseman's 
projecting  spur.  The  incident  was  forgotten,  and  the 
gudgeon  hung  there,  its  tail  just  touching  the  water. 
Suddenly  the  man  gave  a  cry  of  astonishment,  and  the 
others,  looking  up,  saw  a  large  pike  floundering  about  the 
dangling  foot  and  splashing  the  water  in  vigorous  fashion. 
The  boat  began  rocking,  and  the  man  in  the  bow  lost  his 
balance  and  tumbled  into  the  lake,  where  he  disappeared 
from  sight. 

 >»»■»<  

"  A  moment  later  he  rose  to  the  surface,  the  pike  still 
thrashing  the  water  about  his  foot,  and  it  was  seen  that 
the  fish  was  caught  on  the  spur.  The  jack  was  a  huge 
fellow  and  very  strong,  and  in  its  struggles  for  freedom 
it  plunged  toward  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  dragging  the 
man  feet  foremost  after  it.  His  weight,  however,  was . 
too  much  for  the  fish,  and  it  mads  small  headway.  The 
fishermen  now  went  to  the  assistance  of  their  luckless 
companion,  and  one  of  them  struck  the  jack  with  an  oar 
and  stunned  it.  The  man  was  pulled  into  the  boat  and 
the  fish  dispatched.  The  big  fish  had  jumped  for  the 
gudgeon,  fixed  its  teeth  in  its  body,  and  had  somehow  been 
caught  by  the  gill  on  the  crane-necked  spur :  " 
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_    Dragnet  "  Greeting  !— "  Greta  "  writes  :  "  I  can 
Eive  you  another  hare-swimming  story,  in  which  an  angler 
hgared  rather  badly.    A  few  years  ago  I  was  standing  on 
the  footbridge  at  the  junction  of  the  Petterill  and  the 
Men,  near  Carlisle,  when  a  hare  came  across  the  Stoney 
Jlolme.    Seting  me  on  the  bridge,  she  sprang  off  the  3ft 
banfe  into  the  Petteril.  swam  across,  and  disappeared  in 
the  direction  of  Carlisle.     A  few  minutes  later  the 
iirampton  harriers  appeared  on  the  line  of  the  hare 
folIowed_  by  horsemen.     The  temporary  check  at  the 
water  being  got  over,  the  hounds  took  up  the  line  of  the 
game,  and  the  field  disappeared  from  my  sight.     I  found 
afterwards  that  the  hare  ran  to  the  outskirts  of  the  citv 
then  turned  across  the  racecourse,  and  boldly  took  the 
i  xf^®""^'  ^.^fortunately,  two  anglers  were  fishing,  and 
one  of  them  with  an  Angel  minnow,  took  a  cast  over  poor 
puss  hooked  her,  landed  her,  knocked  her  on  the  head 
and  bagged  her.   Some  violent  language  ensued  when  the 
hunters  came  up."    [Did  it  ?     Sorry  for  that.  Poor 
puss    was  not  to  blame !  ] 

 >♦ <  »<  

The  following  tale  of  a  Scotch  gentleman  is  worth 
repeating:  At  the  time  of  last  year's  Jubilee  he  gave  a 
big  dinner  in  London  to  celebrstjthe  never-to-be-forgotten 
event.  Meeting  two  of  his  neighbours,  ScDtch  farmers 
who  were  in  London  for  the  occasion,  he  bade  them  to 
his  teast  He  sent  them  champagne,  then  more  cham- 
pagne and  finally  a  third  liberal  supply.  At  last  he  left 
bis  place,  and  went  down  to  their  end  of  the  table 

Uow  are  you  getting  on?"  asked  the  host.  "Oh 
replied  one  of  the  farmers,  "  we're  just  daein'  fine  sir 
but  we  re  a  wee  bit  fateegit  wi'  all  these  miiierai 
watters. 


[April  9,  1898 


On  Monday  April  4,  m  the  Queen's  Bench  Division, 
betore  Mr  Justice  Day  and  Mr.  Justice  Bruce,  sitting  as 
a  dmsioral  couit,  Mr.  W.  D.  Benson,  on  behalf  of  the 
Marquis  of  Worcester,  moved  for  judgment  in  an  action 
tor  an  injunction  restiaining  certain  defendants  from 
trespass  on  Lis  lordship's  fishing  rights  in  the  river  Usk, 
Monmouthshire  There  is  a  small  island  in  the  middle  of 
the  river,  and  the  aUegation  was  that  the  defendants  had 
blocked  up  the  channel  between  the  mainland  and  the 
'  1  •"'J-'J^"?  Interfering  with  the  flow  of  the  water  and 
plaintiff  s  fishing  rights.  The  application  for  the  in- 
junction was  to  restrain  them  from  further  interference 
i°,°'.?f  defendants  to  remove  the  obstruction 
which  had  been  already  caused  to  the  course  of  the  river. 
Ihe  defendants  did  not  appear,  and  the  court  gave 
judgment  for  the  plaintife  for  nominal  damages,  and 
granted  the  injunction  asked  for. 




Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  fishing  tackle  dealer,  of  26, 
Silver.street,Notting  Hill,  has  sent  the  Editor  what  he 
describes  as  a  ''  Eod  Carrier."  As  the  illustration  shows, 
the  rods  are  strapped  upon  the  carrier,  and  instead  (f 
lifting  a  heavy  box  basket,  or  bag  on  to  the  shoulders  by 
means  of  the  rods  themselves,  they  may  be  carried  by  the 


iron  hook,  thereby  preventing  damage  to  the  rods,  as  the 
tots    which  are  used  by  some  coarse  fish  anglers  are 

^^^'^  '^P°''  the  shoulder  by 
the  dehcate  join1;s  of  a  roach  pole.  Mr.  Abrahams  makes 
J^TA  ^'^^^  himself  and  they  certainly  do  him  great 
credit..  They  may  be  obtained,  as  above,  for  the  extremely 
low  price  of  Is.  6d. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Witham  Fishery  Board  in  the  Drill 
T  •  7  ol"*^?-  '  a  deputation  attended  recently  from  the 
Joint  Stocking  Preservation  Committee  of  the  Sheffield 
W?fl  1!  .Association,  to  complain  of  large  quantities  of 

tTJ^  l  ^""T  Wy^«>  ^^'^h  it  was  considered 

might  be  taken  from  the  Witham.  Ostensibly  they  were 
taken  from  the  drains  near  Chapel  Hill  and  Dogdyke,  but 
the  deputation  believed  it  impossible  for  such  small  drains 
to  furnish  the  quantities  of  fish  so  frequently  consigned 
Eventually  additional  bailiffs  were  appcioted,  and  the 
chairman  (Mr.  E.  Turner)  agreed  to  endeavour  to  arrange 
with  the  local  commissioners  of  the  Chapel  Hill  district  to 
prevent  fish  oemg  taken  out  of  their  drains  and  sold  It 
was  mentioned  at  the  meeting  that  Col.  Moore,  C  B  was 
.yesuscitate  the  oyster  fishery  in  the  Wash,  which 
The  Polniil        -1^^  r^"""  '"^^  considerable, 

i.lf  }■  ^  s'"^"  expense  of  relaying 

and  protecting  (he  beds  would  yield  a  large  profit  and 
supply  an  abundarce  of  wholesome  oysters,  the  beds  beiS^ 
far  beyond  the  reach  of  any  sewage-matter.  ^ 

T?iVr'^  discontented  with  the  Easter  attractions  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  must  be  difficult  indeed  to  satisfy  From 
'J  a  m.,  when  the  doors  open,  to  a  quarter  befm-fi  rnulnf^l^ 
visitors  wm  be  regaled  with 'an  enZs  vaStTof  amnfe 
ment,  which  mcludes  every  form  of  var  ety  ente?tain 
ment  If  you  want  to  avoid  dull  moments  go  ?o  WesT 
minster,  and  see  whether  the  Aquarium  boast  fhat  "at  no 
j-ustffied'!  '^"^  '°  ""'"^  sights  be  seen"  ifnot 

libr^ffnT''^"*'  °]""-^^''  °?  ^P"''''  ^^^"r>cnts  contains  the 

o^     i  if  ft  "7^'  F^"."  from  the  pen 

(01  IS  It  the  type-writiDg  machine?)  of  Mr  W  E 
Manning,  who  for  some  years  past  has  furnished'  the 
journal  with  its  poetry.  It  is  weU  known  that  at  humorS 


and  pathetic  poems  W.  E.  M.  wants  a  lot  of  beating,  but 
certainly,  although  breaking  fresh  ground,  this  oratorio  is 
the  best  thing  I  have  read  of  his.  I  can  only  congratulate 
him,  and  hope  that  he  will  find  a  musical  co/;r!boraiett) 
whose  score  will  ba  as  excellent  as  the  libretto 


Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran  sands  the  following  :— "  On 
Iriday  last  Mr.  G.  Munroe,  hon.  sec.  to  the  Huddersfield 
AngJing  Association,  was  fishing  on  Holmstey's  Res3rvoir, 
near  Holmfirth,  with  worm,  when  he  hooked  an  llin! 
irjut.  Atter  playing  it,  and  when  just  on  the  paint  of 
netting  It,  a  large  trout  sailed  up  and  cilmly  annexed  it. 
It  gave  the  lucky  angler  some  fun  for  twenty-five  minutes, 
and  was  eventually  landed.  The  weight  was  641b.  The 
fash  has  been  sent  up  to  Messrs.  J.  Cooper  and  Sons,  of 
London,  for  preservation.  Rivers  throughout  Yorkshire 
are  low  and  clear.  The  weather  is  cold,  so  the  fish  are 
not  using  weU.  Best  flies  are  Early  Brown,  Waterhen 
iiioa,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Snipe  Bloa." 

A  correspondent,  whose  letters  I  should  be  glad  to 
see  more  often,  sends  me  some  fish  he  bought  the  other 
day  on  a  stall  They  are  sea  fish,  but  babies  at  that.  We 
freshwater  fishermen  are  always  careful,  or  we  ought  to 
be,  to  return  undersized  fish  to  the  water,  but  the  sea  fish 
my  triend  sends  me  faidy  take  one's  breath  away.  There 
are  twelve  plaice-each  of  these  babies,  be  it  rembered,  is 
a  plaice  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  "-and  the  price 
ot  them  on  the  stall  is  fourpence  a  score,  five  a  penny. 
No  stronger  evidence  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  new 
fc>ea  Fisheries  Bill  than  a  practical  examination  of  what  is 
really  done  in  the  light  of  day  can  be  needed  to  induce 
some  of  our  M.P.'s  to  take  the  matter  up,  and,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  push  it  through  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

The  following  letter  his  been  sent  to  the  Editor  by  Mr. 
H  Bayly  Skinner,  secretary  of  the  Wimbledon  Sports 
Club,  Limited:  "Dear  Sir,-I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you 
can  find  room  jn  your  issue  of  this  week  for  the  following 
notice:  Wimbledon  Lake.— As  this  lake  is  now  thi 
property  of  the  Wimbledon  Sports  Club,  Limited,  the 
issue  of  hshmg  tickets  has  been  stopped  to  enable  the 
company  to  re-stock  the  water.  There  will  also  be  no 
turther  issue  of  tickets  giving  permission  to  walk  round 
the  grounds  ;  therefore,  intended  anglers  and  friends  must 
find  another  resort  during  the  Easter  holidays." 

 >♦»♦<  
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°n  iVI;/'^^®?"?'  barring  dear  old  England,  that  you 
will  find  better  sailors  than  the  Japs.  From  admiral  to 
powder  monkey  they  (the  Japs)  are  about  as  smart  as 
they  make  em,  and  as  a  lover  of  my  country,  I  sincerely 
hope  that  when  the  great  threatened  war  comes  Japan 
and  Ji>ngland  will  be  on  one  side.  Together  we  cin  hold 
our  own  against  the  world;  perhaps  we  may  have  to." 

do  not  like  politics,  but  I  am  sure  that  there  are  few 
real  Englishmen  who  will  not  re-echo  the  wish  that  C.  H, 
has  expressed. 

ThS  following  letter  was'stnt  to  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine 
just  twenty  years  ago  : 
"  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  Many  thanks  for  the  ticket)  I  look  forward 
to  a  pleasant  evening.     Unfortunately  I  am  an 

y  Z^^^^'^*  s'^ch    a  distinguished 

assembly  of  fishermen,  and  I  feel  that  I  require  to 
be  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  Prickly-finned 
Pt^rcirfa.,  Pr-f.  Jugular,  Pr-f.  Thoracic,  Pr-f. 
Abominable— beg  pardon,  I  mean  Abdominal— Fish. 
Soft-finned  Apodal,  &c.,  &c.  I  have  something  on 
my  mind.  Do  _  the  members  of  your  society  say 
clupea  for  herring,  gohias  for  gudgeon,  and  qaste- 
i-osteus  for  stickleback  ?  I  have  something  further 
on  my  mind.  Has  the  word  Kn.sbury -square  anv 
connection  with  the  hunters  of  the  tinny  tribe' 
Anxiously  awaiting  a  solution  to  the  foregoing  ques- 
tions, I  remain,  yours  truly 

"  261, 78.  "  E.  Silas,  ^P.L.G.O.C. 

i-n  -^-^.yo"  niay  possibly  not  be  acquainted  with  my 
title,  which  I  have  acquired  in  the  most  honourable 
manner  1  beg  to  say  that  it  means  Passenger  London 
General  Omnibus  Company." 


Mr.  William  M.  Maule,  writing  to  the  Scientific 
American,  says  :  "  In  '  Science  Notes  '  of  Jan.  8,  1898  I 
noticed  an  account  of  bass  burrowing  into  the  mud  for  the 
purpose  of  hibernating.  A  case  of  the  German  carp 
burrowing  in  the  mud  has  come  under  my  notice. 
Previous  to  the  draining  of  one  of  my  father's  ponds 
many_  large  carp  were  seen  swimming  around,  but  after 
draining  the  pond  only  a  few  were  seen  lying  about. 
Atter. some  investigation  the  remaining  ones  were  found  in 
burrows  which  they  dug  in  the  mud.  This  pond  was 
drained  several  times  during  the  summer,  and  from  this 
fact  It  would  seem  probable  that  the  fish  took  this  means 
ot  concealment  during  the  operation." 


Mr.  J.  W.  MARTIN. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  was  born  in  the  year  ;"but  no, 

I  must  not  give  a  brother  angler  away.  In  spite  of  the 
vicissitudes  of  a  life  which  include  such  varied  occupations 
as  canal-boat  horse-driver,  bricklayer's  labourer,  and 
blacksmith,  Mr.  Martin,  the  sole  support  of  a  widowed 
mother  (hats  off  to  him  !),  managed  to  keep  alive  the  keen 
love  of  angling  which  was  born  in  him,  and  certainly  no 
one  ever  was  more  careful  not  to  miss  an  opportunity  of 
"  wetting  a  line."  His  book,  "  The  Nottingham  Style," 
published  by  Sampson  Low  and  Co.,  was  his  first 
literary  effort,  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  "  Trent 
Otter."  A  good  start  truly,  but  since  that  time  he  has 
others,  "  Roach,  Rudd,  and  Bream  Fishing,"  which  shows 
the  practical  angler  on  every  page.  His  last  book 
Pike  and  Perch  Fishing,"  is  noticed  in  another  column' 
but  now  that  Mr.  Martin  has  started  as  a  tackle  maker  in 
London,  having  taken  the  old-established  business  of  Mrs 
Price,  of  Seymour-street,  Euston-road,  the  indisputable 
evidence  his  books  give  of  his  practical  experience  should 
help  him  in  his  newer  venture,  in  which  I,  for  one,  wish 
him  the  best  of  suoeese. 

One  of  my  sea  angling  friTdl  asks  me  my  opinion  of 
iT^'T^^  ^  ^^""'^  °f  tl^e°i,  so  I  sent 

H.I.J.M.  ships.    This  IS  what  he  saj*  in  reply:  "  I  do 


Mr.  E.  Pritchaed,"  says  Transpori,  "who  is  a 
member  of  the  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers,  has  been 
engaged  for  some  time  past  in  studying  the  question  of  the 
construction  of  a  lock  on  the  Thames  anywhere  between 
lower  Richmond  and  Wandsworth.  Three  months  ago 
Mr.  Pritchard  reported  to  the  riparian  authorities  of  these 
two  suburbs  on  a  site  below  Putney  Bridge  ;  and  he  has 
recently  reported  of  another  and  more  suitable  site  near 
tbe  West  London  Extension  Bridge,  where  he  suggests  two 
iT^?®,,*"*^        ^""^^^^  should  be  constructed  on  the 

Middlesex  side  of  the  river,  at  an  estimated  cost,  which 
includes  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  of  £220,000.  The  con- 
ference unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  the  new  scheme 
to  the  various  local  bodies,  of  which  they  were  representa- 
tives, as  the  most  desirable  one  to  be  carried  out  upon 
the  completion  of^the  necessary  financial  arrangements.'  " 

'  ■ 

"  Friend  Barnett  is  a  wonderful  fisherman,"  remarked 
a  weatherbeaten  salesman  in  the  Brighton  fishmarket  the 
other _  morning  {vide  Brighton  Society).  "I  was  just 
listening  to  a  long  account  of  the  number  of  fish  he  caught 
oft  Shoreham  one  day  with  a  line.  He  said  mackerel 
were  bitmg  like  mad,  and  that  he  caught  in  three  hours 
eighty-nine  of  the  fish,  and  that  had  it  not  been  for  a 
severe  electric  storm  he  would  have  caught  1000  A  bolt 
of  lightning  struck  his  reel,  melted  the  metal,  and  then 
followed  his  line  into  the  water  and  exploded.  Barnett 
says  that  when  it  exploded  the  concussion  killed  the 
entire  school  of  mackerel,  and  that  within  five  minutes 
the  surface  of  the  sea  was  covered  with  dead  fish.  The 
only  one  of  the  lot  which  escaped  was  one  on  the  end  of 
his  line.  It  had  swallowed  the  hook.  The  electric  fluid 
straightened  the  hook,  forced  the  point  out  of  its  stomach 
and  the  current,  following  the  steel,  had  passed  through 
the  fish  mto  the  water,  with  the  result  stated." 


S  cene  m  composmg  room  of  the  Fishing  Gazette ;  time, 
J.15  am.  ;  wind,  8.W. ;  rain;  warm;  good  prospects  for 
those  who  have  already  started  for  a  few  days'  trout 
fishmg.  Success  to  all!  Keep  your  feet  dry.  Don't 
forget  your  waterproofs  !  Wind  (ten  minutes  later)  very 
strong  indeed— almost  a  gale.  A  voice  (the  printer) : 
Now,  then,  Dragem ;  how  much  longer  !  You  promised 
to  get  the  last  page  down  to  press  by  10  o'clock  ;  so  look 
slick!"  I  looked  sick;  for  several  club  reparts,  river 
reports,  and  provincial  notes  were  handed  in  on  Thursday 
morning,  in  spite  of  the  prominent  notice  asking  that  copy 
should  arrive  at  St.  Dunstan's  House  not  later  than  six 
o'clock  on  Wednesday  evening.  However,  all  that  came 
by  the  9  p.m.  post  has  been  inserted  ;  the  remainder  must 
be  boiled  down  for  next  week.  Dragnet 


Use  of  Formalin— a  Warning.— "  Now  that  the 
use  of  forinalin  for  preserving  objects  for  dissection  is 
becoming  so  common,  a  word  of  warning,"  s&ys  Science, 

as  to  the  danger  involved  in  the  use  of  even  attenuated 
solutions  should  be  given.  A  four  percent,  solution  kills 
the  outer  cuticle,  and  appears  to  have  a  paralysing  effect 
on  the  subcuticular  nerve  terminations.  Repeated  use 
demoralises  the  skin  very  badly.  The  vapour  or  minute 
drops  arising  in  dissection  from  the  objects  manipulated  is 
liable  to  cause  serious  affections  of  the  eye." 
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0om  txam  tl)e  i^orti^. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  before  leaving 
Balmoral  last  week,  expressed  himself  as  highly  satisfied 
■with  Lis  spring  visit  to  the  Dee.  The  weather  was  any- 
thing but  delightful,  in  fact,  of  the  worst  possible  descrip- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  an  cccasional  day;  yet  the 
sport  during  the  last  fortnight  was  extremely  good. 

The  fish  are  unusually  plentiful  on  the  upper  waters 
this  year,  from  the  Glentana  water  upwards,  and  with  the 
low  temperature  presently  prevailing  they  will  move  but 
slowly,  and  be  kept  in  line  form  and  condition.  The 
Invercauld  rods  have  been  doing  very  well,  considering  the 
intermittent  abominable  weather  conditions. 


The  Culter  Burn,  some  seven  or  eight  miles  up  the  Dee, 
is  a  source  of  extreme  irritation  to  the  rods  there ibout 
and  for  miles  below.  The  burn  at  the  best  is  a  constant 
nuisance  in  itself  from  the  pollution  it  carries  from  the 
paper  mills  ;  but  just  now  the  railway  people  are  builliog 
some  bridges  across  it,  and  the  lime,  cement,  and  other 
deleterious  matters  are  being  carried  down  to  the 
deterioration  of  the  fishings  below.  Surely  the  Fishery 
Board— usually  so  justly  jealous  in  regard  to  their  rights  to 
keep  the  Dee  sweet  and  pure — might  find  some  means  of 
bringing  both  the  miUowners  and  the  i  ail  way  contractors 
to  their  senses.  Probably  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  Mr. 
Nicol  of  Ballogis,  and  other  fishery  proprietors  are 
ignorant  of  the  true  state  of  matters. 


Dr.  Fulton,  scientific  expert  to  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board,  does  not  expect  the  new  hatchery  at  the  Bay  of 
N'gg  to  be  in  full  working  order  before  this  time  next 
year.  Meantime,  the  contracts  have  been  accepted,  and 
the  prelimiaaries  of  laying  down  plant,  &c.,  for  building 
are  well  advanced. 

_  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
signify  her  consent  to  become  Patroness  to  the  Inter- 
naiional  Fisheries  Exhibition,  to  be  held  at  Aberdeen  in 
July,  1893.   

A  much-esteemed  friend  in  the  south  writes,  asking  me 
if  I  have  ever  said  that  salmon  spawn  in  salt  water  and 
are  hatched  out  in  the  sea  ?  No  ;  I  never  did,  nor  could 
have  done — firstly,  because  it  would  be  death  to  the  eggs 
at  the  first  touch  ;  and,  secondly,  that  itsalai-  could  trust 
its  spawn  to  sea  water,  it  would  never  seek  the  sweet 
waters  of  the  river. 


We  all  know  that,  as  we  know  the  ABC.  But  there 
are  those  who  believe  that  delayed  aalmon  and  grilse  may 
shed  their  eggs  in  the  sea,  which  of  course  are  lost ;  and 
although  I  do  not  hold  such  to  be  the  case,  yet  that  does 
not  predade  me  mentioning  such  a  belief  to  exist.  The 
mere  mention  of  another's  belief  does  not  necessarily 
"father"  that  belief  on  oneself .  But  then  there  are  no 
people  £0  blind  as  those  who  doa't  wish  to  see. 


Sir  John  Willoughby  and  Dr.  Jim  are  having  a  really 
good  time  of  it  on  the  Glentana  Dee  water.  Already  they 
have  a  score  of  about  ninety  fish,  and  with  good  weather 
they  expect  to  double  it  before  they  have  done. 


The  doctor  is  one  of  the  jolliest  anglers  alive.  He  is 
ever  in  the  beat  of  tempers,  and  only  once  has  he  been 
heard  to  use  a  capital  "  D."  It  was  the  other  day,  when 
a  camera  fiend  tried  to  take  a  snap-shot  at  him  just  as 
he  hooked  a  fish,  and  to  thwart  the  demon  of  the  box  he 
broke  with  hia  fish,  and  the  only  sport  he  had  that  day. 

Fianock  are  showing  up  faiily  well  on  the  Drum  and 
Culter  waters.  Mr.  Kitchie  of  Duuattar,  who  has  a 
section  of  this  leach,  had  twenty  finnock  and  sea  trout 
one  day  last  week,  and  hooked,  but  lost,  about  ten  more. 
Some  of  Mr.  Mann's  rods  also  did  fairly  well  on  a  lower 
stretch  of  the  same  water. 


Mr.  Wm.  Cooper,  fishery  officer  at  Aberdeen,  retires, 
after  a  long  and  honourable  career,  from  the  services  of 
the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland.  The  secretary,  Mr. 
Robertson,  in  his  official  letter  to  Mr.  Cooper  intimating 
the  change,  adds  :  "  I  am  sure  the  fishery  board  appreciate 
the  manner  in  which  you  have  conducted  the  business  of 
what  is,  in  one  respect,  the  most  important  fishery  district 
in  Scotland."   


Snow  water  was  against  the  Spey  anglers  last  week. 
On  the  Raster  Elchies  water  Mr.  Fraser  creeled  a  fine  fish 
of  191b.,  but  on  most  of  the  other  sections,  where  an 
occasional  stray  fish  was  picked  out,  its  weight  did  not 
exceed  the  average  of  81b.  or  91b.  Mr.  Fleming,  Keith, 
had  one  of  141b. 

In  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board, 
the  Aberdeen  Town  Council  have  before  them  a  scheme  of 
city  sewage,  drafted  by  the  burgh  surveyor,  which,  if  caried 
out  in  its  entirety,  will  cost  about  £80,000,  Better  that 
than  ruin  the  Dee,  and  spend  the  interest  of  the  money  in 
nseless  litigation. 

A  scheme  for  the  disposal  of  the  Waterton  district 
sewage  which  falls  into  the  Don  is  at  present  under  con- 
sideration. The  report  of  the  county  {engineer  and  the 
county  medical  officer,  who  were  asked  to  look  at  other 
centres,  is  to  the  effect  that  the  sewage  be  treated  by 
irrigation  after  a  partial  treatment  on'the  septic  'tank 
process.   It  will  probxbly  be  adopted. 

.Speciai,  Scot«sh». 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 
GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  Thursday,  April  7,  from  London 
(Liverpool-street),  &c.,  via  the  cathedral  cities  of  Ely  and 
Lincoln,  to  Doncaster,  York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scar- 
borough, Darlington,  Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glas- 
gow, &c.,  also  to  the  principal  towns  served  by  their  trains 
in  Cambridge,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk.  A  special  booking 
office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street  Station  from 
April_4  to  7  for  the  issue  of  ordinary  tickets  and  of  tourist, 
fortnightly,  and  Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Tues- 
day cheap  tickets  to  the  seaside  for  use  on  forward  dates. 
Tickets  may  also  be  obtained  in  advance  at  the  company's 
West-end  offices,  2,  Cockspur-street,  Trafalgar-square;  51, 
New  Oxford-street ;  215,  Edgware-road ;  and  120, 
Brompton-road ;  and  at  their  other  City  and  West-end 
booking  _  offices.  In  addition  to  relieving  trains,  special 
trains  will  be  ran  from  Liverpool-street  on  Thursday  at 
8.20  a.m.,  1.35,  4.10,  and  7.12  p.m.  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  &c. ;  at  1.30  p.m.  to  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer, 
&c. ;  at  1.30  and  4.10  p.m.  to  Walton-on-Naze ;  and  at  1.30, 
4.10  p.m.,  and  12.3  night  (supper  train)  to  Claoton-on- 
Sea.  On  Good  Friday,  at  5.10  a.m.,  to  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  &o. ;  and  at  8.55  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  &c..  For  the  accommodation  of  persons  de- 
tained at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
sp?cial  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  11.50 
p.m.  for  Norwich  via  Cambridge  ;  and  at  11.55  p.m.  for 
Yarmouth  and  Lowtstoft  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  On  Easter  Monday 
special  excursion  trains  will  run  from  St.  Pancras  to 
Cambridge,  Ely,  and  Yarmouth;  and  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on- 
Naze,  Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.  A 
special  service  of  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street, 
Fenchurch-street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  and 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Rye  House." 


SOUTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  South-Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  the 
following  arrangements  :  Cheap  day  excursions  on  Good 
Friday  and  Easter  Monday  from  Charing  Cross,  Waterloo, 
Cannon-street,  London  Bridge,  and  New  Cross,  to  Tun- 
bHdge  Wells,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Walmer,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folke- 
stone, Dover,  Rochester,  and  Chatham.  On  Easter 
Sunday  cheap  tickets  by  certain  tralus  will  also  ba  issued 
to  Rochester  and  Chatham.  A  cheap  day  excursion  will 
bs  run  to  Aldershot  on  Easter  Monday  from  London 
stations,  but  not  New  Cross.  Special  trains  will  be  run 
to  Hayes,  Blackheath,  Greenwich,  Gravesend  (for 
Rosherville  Gardens),  &c.  The  continental  services  will 
run  as  usual.  The  cheap  Friday  or  Saturday  to 
Monday  tickets  to  Canterbury,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Sand- 
wich, Deal,  Walmer,  Hjthe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  and 
Dover,  issued  on  Thursday,  April  7,  and  the  cheap  Sunday 
to  Monday  tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards, 
Hastings,  Ramsgate,  and  Margate,  issued  on  Good  Friday 
and  Easter  Sunday,  will  be  available  to  return  on  Wednes- 
day, April  13.  The  following  are  the  continental 
excursions  ;  A  cheap  excursion  will  be  run  to  Boulogne, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.45  p.m.  and  Cannon-street  at 
2.50  p.m.  on  Saturday,  April  9  ;  returning  from  Boulogne 
at  2.8  p.m.  or  7.50  p.m.  on  Easter  Monday.  Cheap  tickets 
to  Boulogne  will  also  be  Issued  on  April  7th  and  8th  from 
Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street.  These  tickets  are 
available  for  four  days  and  by  certain  services  only.  On 
Easter  Monday  a  cheap  excursion  will  be  run  to  Boulogne, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  10  a.m.  ;  returning  from 
Boulogne  at  7.50  p.m.  same  day  or  12.30  a.m.  following 
morning.  Cheap  tickets  to  Paris  will  be  Issued  on  Thurs- 
day, April  7,  leaving  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-sbreet  at 
9  a.m.,  and  10  am.  from  Charing  Cross  only,  first  and 
second  class.  Cheap  first,  second,  and  third  class  tickets 
will  also  be  issued  to  Paris  from  AprU  6th  to  11th, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  at  2.45  p.m. 
and  9  p.m.  These  tickets  are  available  for  fourteen 
days.  Cheap  day  excursions  will  be  run  to  Calais  and 
back  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday,  leaving 
Charing  Cross  and  Canaon-street  at  9.0  a.m  ;  returning 
same  day  at  1.10  p.m  and  3.45  p.m.,  or  1.30  a.m.  following 
morning.  Cheap  tickets  to  Calais,  available  hy  certain 
services  only,  and  for  four  days,  will  be  issued  at  Charing 
Cross  and^Cannon-street  on  April  7  and  8.  Cheap  tickets 
to  Brussels,  via  Calais,  or  via  Boulogne,  will  be  issued  at 
Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  from  April  6  to  11, 
leaving  these  stations  at  9  a.m.  {via  Calais,  and  first  and 
second  class  only),  2.45  p.m.  (via  Boulogne),  or  9  p.m. 
{via  Calais) ;  tickets  available  for  eight  days. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

6257.  Willlani  Spotawood  Green,  o,  Cowper  Villas, 
Rathmlnea,  Dublin  :  Improved  otter  trawl. 

6529.  WiOiam  Daniel  Shard,  London  ;  Improvements 
_  in  covers  for  bait-cans. 

6685.    WUliam  Spotswood  Green,  5,  Cowper  Villas, 
Rathmines,  Dublin  :  The  Dolphin  trawl. 
Complete  Specification  Accepted. 

7832.  Whipp  :  Device  for  locking  and  securing  "  he  " 
and  "she"  ferrules,  more  especially  of  fish- 
ing rods,  together. 

3490,-  ETaas  andBlaney  !  Fishhooks, 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Stoikport.  —  Fish  are  infested  with  all  kinds  of 
parasites.  The  worm  jou  found  in  your  jiortiou  of 
boiled  cod  "  straight  through  the  flakes  "  must  hive  bien 
one  of  them. 

0.  C. — The  only  part  of  the  river  you  mention  that  ia 
worth  fishing  Is  in  pnVatj  hands. 


[TTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsihle  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.] 

A  CLERGYMAN'S  FISH  STORY. 

Dear  Sir. — An  old  friend  of  yours  and  your  journal 
has  asked  me  to  write,  for  the  benefit  of  your  readers,  a 
few  of  my  piscatorial  impressions  gained  "on  thj  other 
side  of  the  water."  One  of  the  best  illustra'ions  that 
we  of  the  States  bear  true  Biitiah  blood  in  our  veins  is  to 
be  found  in  oar  love  for  the  calm  and  refining  sport  of- 
fishing.  Youi-  writer  would  not  deny  that  there  are  the 
rudiments  of  this  passion  in  other  bloods  and  ra^es,  but, 
in  the  temper  of  Mr.  Dickens'  Podsnap,  he  is  strongly 
ifjcllned  to  dismiss  with  a  wave  of  the  hand  the  whole  of 
Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa  as  simply  imitators  of  ourselves, 
and  base  on?s,  in  this  noble  art. 

My  present  article  must  confine  itself  to  a  narrow 
sestion  of  the  South  Atlantic  coast  in  the  United  St  ites— 
viz.,  the  sea  line  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  neighbourhood 
where  it  was  my  privilege  to  spend  some  years. 

The  land  for  many  miles  from  the  sea  is  very  flat,  and 
covered  largely  with  a  growth  of  low  palmetto.s.  The 
whole  land's  edge  Is  fringed  most  picturesquely  with  a 
dense_  growth  of  live  oaks,  bearing  long,  grey  trails  of 
Spanish  moss.  As  a  rule,  the  mainland  is  not  washed  by 
the  actual  billow.s  of  ths  Atlantic,  for  there  are  many 
small^  islands  to  Intervene  between  the  land  and  the  main, 
the  distance  between  being  several  miles.  In  this  area  are 
rnany  deep  sounds,  and  mUe  upon  mile  of  tortuous  silo 
rivers,  edged  aboat  by  a  waving  mass  of  tall  marsh  grass, 
emerald  In  summer  and  yellow  brown  in  the  winter. 
When  the  tides  are  not  too  high  to  flood  the  whole  scene 
there  is  presented  the  aspect  of  a  vast  field  of  waving  wheat. 

In  these  protected  waters  Is  found  ample  sport  for  the 
fisherman.  Sea  bass  (  weighing  301b.  or  501b.),  drum, 
sheephead,  whiting,  croakers,  are  a  few  of  the  kiods  of 
fish  found.  Shrimp  is  the  favourite  bait  for  the  smaller 
varieties,  while  cut  bait  suffices  for  the  larger.  The  two 
most  important  requirements  for  a  day's  fishing  In  these 
waters  are  a  small  row-boat  and  a  mellow  pipe.  For  the 
latter,  of  course,  there  must  b3  the  adjuEcb  of  a  well- 
filled  tobacco  pouch.  I  need  digress  but  little  from  my 
sketch  to  say  that  the  kind  of  tobacco  to  be  found  is  the 
"granulated" — the  golden  leaf  cat  Into  small  flakes, 
somewhat  resembling  those  of  oatmeal.  That  nearly  all 
of  my  English  friends  adhere  to  "  long-cut,"  and  are 
ignorant  of  this  preparation  of  the  weed — its  most 
characteristic  in  America— is  to  their  discredit,  seeing 
that  the  erstwhile  land  of  the  Indian  may  most  fittingly 
set  the  proper  fashion. 

Now,  with  pipe  alit,  we  cast  out  a  long  line,  say,  baited 
with  half  a  small  mullet.  We  are  drifting  along  on  the 
ground.  Sapelo  and  Blackbeard  Islands  are  near  to  our 
right,  the  latter  possessing  some  piratical  associations. 
But  neither  with  the  islands  nor  with  Old  Blackbeard,  wlio 
long  ago  terrorised  this  section  of  the  U.S.,  are  we  just 
now  concerned.  Through  a  purple  veil  of  smoke  we  gaze 
on  the  distant  land  line  and  its  swarthy  rim  of  sentinel 
live  oaks,  and  we  dream  such  dreams  as  came  to  courtly 
Raleigh,  first  of  English  noblemen  to  divide  with  the  red 
savage  his  luxury. 

Here  rny  story  may  take  one  of  two  turns.  The  lazy 
boat  and  Its  smokers  may  come  to  sudden  life  by  the  con- 
sciousness of  an  enormous  bass  grabbing  a  lire  and 
insisting  on  towing  the  craft  in  all  kinds  of  crazy  direc- 
tions ;  or  else  a  huge  shark— which  we  woull  disdain  as 
food — may  have  imagined  himself  a  bass  and  got  hold  of 
the  biit.  In  either  case  there  is  some  good  arm  work, 
and  a  lively  tussle  for  some  minutes.  His  sharkship  may 
be  so  thoughtless  as  to  rudely  saw  off  the  line  near  to  his 
mouth,  and  thereby  spoil  our  sport.  But  tlie  saddest  of 
catastrophes  is  to  get  a  monster  fish  nearly  to  the  boat, 
and  as  his  shining  head  is  drawn  towards  you,  to  see  tho 
large  hook  and  the  fish's  mouth  part  company.  But  what 
fun  wovrld  there  he  if  one  invariably  landed  his  game  ? 

I  made  mention  of  mullet  used  as  bait.  It  is  not 
generally  known. that  a  species  of  this  fish  is  found  in 
large  shoals  in  southern  waters  during  a  certain  period  of  • 
the  year,  and  is  much  esteemed  for  food.  The  flesh  is  of 
such  delicate  texture  that  the  meat  readily  spoils,  but 
eaten  perfectly  fresh,  it  has  a  flavour  resembling  what  Is 
most  choice  In  the  taste  of  oysters. 

I  shall  give  one  of  my  several  experiences  in  hunting  for 
this  fish. 

Supper  partaken,  rny  companions  and  I  were  one  night  on 
the  low  bank  overlook  I  ng  a  little  world  of  salt  rivers,  and  what 
might  appear  floating  islands  of  m^rsh  grass.  Now  and 
then  a  school  of  porpoises  would  be  heard  rolling  by  with 
furious  splash.  But  their  departure  was  not  to  be 
signalised  by  quiet,  for  the  mullet  were  "  in  season,"  and 
such  fussy  j  mp'ng  and  noisy  feeding  on  the  tender  roots 
of  the  grass  us  they  occasioned,  sst  one  to  thinking  how 
numerous  these  mullet  must  be.  What  was  to  be  dme  ? 
Simply  tiis.  We  unfastened  a  large  scow  of  a  boat  from 
its  moor  ng,  placed  a  lithe-bodied  darkey  at  either  end  to 
propel  us  by  pel  1  and  paddle,  and  on  the  centre  seat  we 
put  a  rutty  old  pan  fil'ei  with  gravel,  and  thereon  built  a 
fire  of  fagots,  AU  tb  jard,  we  pushed  the  nose  of  the  boat 
here  and  there  into  every  crook  and  crevice  of  the  tall 
grass  that  edg  d  the  swirling  stream.  This  process  of 
itself,  and  the  'oag,  file-like  gbw  of  the  fagots  piercing 
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AS  SUPPLIED  TO 


THE  ROYAL  FAMILY. 

CONSOMME'  differs  in  important 
essentials  from  any  preparation  that 
is  being  offered  to  the  public.  Meat 
extracts  merely  supply  a  basis  for 
making  soups  and  gravies.  Maggi's 
Consomme  is  itself  a  perfectly  made 
clear   soup  of  the   best  quality, 
instantly  prepared  by  the  simple 
addition    of   boiling   water,  and 
requiring  no  other  addition  or  seasoning  whatever.    In  Continental 
households,  where  the  average  of  domestic  cookery  is  higher  than  in  this 
country,  and  where  few  ready-made  preparations  are  used,  Maggi  is  a 
"  household  word,"  because  it  represents  results  equal  to 
the  best  achievements  of  the  skilled  cook.     The  Con- 
somme is  put  up  in  gelatine  tubes,  which  protect  it  from 
the  air  and  ensure  its  keeping  in  any  climate.  This 
portability  and  keeping  property,  combined  with  the  ease 
and  quickness  of  preparation,  make  it  invaluable  for 
Anglers,  Sportsmen,  and  Travellers,  and  its  superiority  to 
anything  else  of  the  kind  has  been  vouched  for  by  the  head 
of  the  Jeaffreson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  by  officers 
of  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  by  many  other  travellers.  In 
the  sick-room  it  is  not  only  more  palatable  and  more 
quickly  prepared  than  beef  tea,  but  its  food  value  is  of 
high  order.     The  Lancet  testifies  to  its  "real  nutrient  as  well  as 
stimulating  properties,"  and  equally  favourable  opinions  have  been 
expressed  by  other  medical  and  hospital  papers.    In  cost  it  compares 
favourably  with  any  other  food  preparation  of  the  kind.    It  is  put  up 
in  boxes  containing  ten  tubes  or  capsules,  each  of  which  will  make 
f  pint  of  strong  soup,  at  the  price  of  1/8  per  box,  post  free  1/9.    It  can 
be  obtained  of   all  grocers,  Italian  warehousemen,   and  chemists 
in  town  and  country,  or  the  Sole  Agents  for  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies, 

COSINZA  &  CO..  95,  WIGBOBE  STKEET,  lOllDON,  W. 


"The  Old  Favourite." 

MAX  GREGER'S 

CARLOWITZ 

SAFEST, 
SOUNDEST 

Dinner  Wine. 

PURE 

HUNGARIAN 
BURGUNDY. 
From  151'  per  doz. 
Of  all  Wine  Merchants  and  Grocers, 


See  that  evepy  Cork  bears  the  brand  "  MAX  GREGER." 
Without  It  the  Wine  is  not  Genuine. 


The  ITCHEN  RIVER 

TROUT  BREEDING  ESTABLISHMENT 

Supplies  all  Varieties  of  TROUT  for  STOCKING 
Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Ponds. 

EYED  OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  1-2,  and  3  YEAR  OLDS 

I  I  

N.B. — These  fish  are  bred  from  ova  taken  from  wild  trout,  and  are 
raised  in  fenced  ofE  runs  of  this  river,  thus  they  are  fully  supplied  with 
natural  food  brought  down  by  the  stream,  and  therefore,  when  turned  out 
into  new  waters,  are  far  better  suited  to  find  their  own  food  than  the  general 
run  of  (hand  fed)  artificially  raised  trout. 

Address— V.  CORRIE,  Esq..  CHILLAND,  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


CORWEN  FISHING 
ASSOCIATION, 

River  Dee,  North  Wales. 


NOTICE  TO  ANGLERS. 


"pXOELLENT  TROUT  and 
GRAYLING  FISHING  may 
be  obtained  in  the  waters  preserved 
by  the  above  Association.  The  length 
of  bank  is  upwards  of  twelve  miles 
and  the  fishing  has  been  preserved 
over  twenty-five  years.  The  river  is 
close  to  the  railway  station,  and  good 
hotel  or  private  accommodation  may 
be  had  in  the  town. 


TERIVIS  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Salmon  Season  Ticket  -  -  £2  0  0 
„   Weekly   „   -   -  0  12  6 
„   Day  ,,--050 
Trout  Season    „   -  -110 
n    Weekly    „   -  -060 
n    Day  ,,--016 

Any  information  will  be  forwarded 
on  application  to  the  Secretary, 

W  J.  STANSPIELD, 

Corweii,  N.  Wales. 


BELL&PRICHARD 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  B.C. 

(Oppotlte  Oook'i  Tonrlat  Offloe.) 

FISHING  &  SHOOTING  OUTFITS 

A  SPECIALITY. 


ALL  GOODS  THOROUGHLY  SHRUNK. 


Norfolk  Snits,  from   ».   £2  5  0 

Tourist  and  Basinesa  Suits,  to  meaaure,  from  ...  2  10  0 
Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbocker  Breeches,  from    ...  0  13  6 


FOR  PRESERVING 


As  supplied  by  all 
Chemists,  or  direct  from 


XJSE 

SCHERING'S 
FORMALIN 


The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd./'  '\^*a":?r='"' 


JNTOTIOB. 

•pO  LET.— Splendid  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  PISHING.  Also 
500  Acres  of  MIXED  SHOOTING  on  same  Estate,  Prefer 
forming  a  Club.— Apply  for  particiilars  to 

Swan  Hotel,  Tenbury  Wells,  Worcestershire. 


CLOTH  BINDINQ  CASES  FOB  THE  FISHIITC}  QAZETTE 

eAN  BB  EA.D  AT  THB 

PUBLISHING   OFFICE,    BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.G. 

i>Hee  99,   94.  Pott-f^M  99.  9*. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

EASTER  HOLIDAYS. 

TO  CRIST,  FOBTNIQHTLY,  and  THUBSDAY, 
FRIDAY  or  SATURDAY  to  MONDAY  or 
TUESDAY  TICKETS  will  be  issued  to 
YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Southend-on- 
Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstan- 
ton by  all  trains  from  Liverpool-street ;  also  from 
Q.E.  Suburban  stations  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  The  Cheap  Tickets  will  also  be 
issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and 
Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth.  Lowes- 
toft, and  Cromer,  except  on  Good  Friday. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE.  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  BACK,  2s.  6d.— On 
GOOD  FRIDAY,  EASTEK  SUNDAY,  MONDAY, 
and  TUESDAY,  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- 
street.  Stepney,  Bishopsgate,  Bethnal  -  green, 
Coborn-road,  Stratford,  Forest  Gate,  Ac;  also 
from  stations  on  the  Enfield,  Walthamstow, 
Loughton,  Woolwich,  Blackwall,  and  East  London 
lines. 

On  GOOD  FRIDAY  and  EASTER  SUNDAY 
trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  9.26,  10.10,  ' 
and  10.26  a.m.,  and  Fenchurch-street  at  9.17,  9.58, 
and  10.17  a  m. 

On  EASTER  MONDAY,  from  Liverpool-street, 
at  frequent  intervals  from  7.25  a.m.,  and  Fen- 
church-street at  S.13,  8.47,  9.22,  10.17,  10.50, 
and  II  30  a.m. 

Through  Excursion  Tickets  to  Southend  are 
also  issued  from  Stations  on  the  Metropolitan 
Railway,  via  Bishopsgate  and  Liverpool-street. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH,  4s. 
On  EASTER  MONDAY,  from  Liverpool-street, 
at  8.25  a.m.,  and  Stratford  at  8.35.  a.m. 

BROXBODRNE  and  RYE  HOUSE,  la.  6d. 
On  GOOD  FRIDAY  and  EASTER  MONDAY, 
from  Liverpool  -  street,  Bishopsgate,  Bethnal- 
green,  Ccborn-road,  Hackney  Downs,  Stratford, 

etc. 

EPPING  FOREST,  CHINGFOED,  and 
LOUGHTON,  Is.  Daily,  from  Liverpool-street, 
Fenchurch-street,  Depttord-road,  Gospel  Oak,  &c. 
On  Easter  Monday  a  Special  Service  of  Trains 
will  run  between  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- 
street,  and  Chingford,  and  Loughton ;  also  between 
Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford. 

For  further  particulars  see  bills. 

WM.  BIRT,  General  Manager. 

London,  March,  1898. 


MALVERN  WELLS  FISHERY. 


YEARLINGS,  FEY,  OVA.  —  Fario, 
Loch  Leven,  Fontinalis,  and  Rain*- 
bow  Trout, — Write  for  Illustrated  Book 
and  Price  List  (free),  Wm.  Bueqkss  &  Co., 
Malvern  Wells. 
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ever  onwards  to  gleam  on  grass  and  tide,  was  sufficiently 
picturesque  and  weird  to  entertain  ;  but  we  were  not  to  be 
the  only  actors  iu  the  affair.  The  shoals  of  mullet  were 
simply  terrified  by  this  noonday  glare  disturbing  their 
feeding  operations.  And  what  must  they  do  but  jomp  ? 
And  jump  they  did— it  did  not  appear  that  it  mattered  to 
them  where.  Instinct  directed  their  leaps  towards  deeper 
water ;  but  one  calculation  their  fishy  brains  did  not  make, 
and  that  was,  that  possibly  we  were  in  the  way. 

Certain  it  is  we  had  a  side  of  our  wide  boat  well  tilted 
in  their  direction,  and  with  the  result  that  many  a  fat, 
silvery  mullet,  fully  1ft.  in  length,  fell  captive  at  our  feet. 
I  would  be  mis-staling  facts  if  I  did  not  mention  that  some 
of  these  brave  fellows  clean  over-leaped  our  heads  and 
landed  in  deep  water,  safe  and  happy,  but  not  so  with  all ; 
also,  that  I  was  repeatedly  slapped  in  the  face  by  a  mullet 
in  his  orescent  leap,  or  hit  on  other  parts  of  my  body.  I 
am  bound  also  to  record  that  on  this  very  occasion  I  am 
describing,  one  handsome  mullet  did  me  the  honour  to 
pluDgj  head  foremost  into  an  outer  pocket  which  my  tailor 
had  placed — for  this  purpose  ? — on  my  coat's  left  breast. 

Eesult  of  the  chase  ?  A  hundred  fish  or  more  in  an 
hour's  time. 

That  any  incident  in  my  narrative  may  not  be  consigned 
by  a  small  coterie  of  incredulous  readers  to  that  dis- 
reputable lingo  of  "  fish  stories,"  I  ask  the  privilege,  Mr. 
Editor,  of  subscribing  myself,  what  in  reality  I  am,  a 
conscientious  American,  and,  A  Clergyman. 

Paris,  March  17, 1898.   

BOOKS  BY  "THE  TRENT  OTTER." 

Deae  Sie, — I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a 
copy  of  Vol.  III.,  Part  IV.,  of  the  little  series  of  books  I 
wrote  some  time  ago,  but  which  hive  been  published  at 
intervals.  Vols.  I.  and  11.,  companions  to  this,  I  sent  you 
some  time  ago.  I  saw  your  notice  of  Mr.  Jardine's  book 
in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  and  had  no  idea  till  then 
that  he  had  been  writing  a  book  on  "Pike  and  Perch," 
which,  as  a  curious  coincidence,  is  the  title  I  fixed  for 
mine  a  year  ago. 

My  little  series  of  books  are  intended  for  working  men 
anglers.  They  are  Is.  each,  in  stiff  boards.  I  hops  you 
will  see  your  way  clear  to  giving  me  a  little  notice  of  the 
book  in  your  next  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  say 
they  can  be  procured  from  me  at  Is.  2d.,  post  free. 
_  I  don't  know  that  there  is  any  special  feature  in  this 
little  book  that  I  can  call  your  attention  to  for  purposes 
of  notice  (if  you  honour  me  with  one),  except  Chapter 
III.,  on  Casting ;  also  Chapter  IV.,  bottom  of  page  70  and 
page  71,  you  will  find  also  a  special  feature  ;  and  Chapter 
v.,  on  "  Spinning  with  an  Artificial,"  is  also,  I  think,  a 
little  special.  The  book  contains  about  50,000  words,  if  it 
is  only  a  thin  one.  Vol.  11.,  on  "Roach,  Rndd,  and 
Bream,"  has  had  a  very  good  sale.— Tours  very  faithfully, 

J.  W.  Maetin, 

8,  Seymour-street,  Euston-square. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  used  to  write  for  the  Fishing  Gazette 
twenty  years  ago  nearly,  as  "  The  Trent  Otter."  We 
published  his  useful  book,  "  Float  Fishing  and  Spinning 
in  the  Nottingham  Style,"  and  are  glad  to  publish  his 
letter.  His  series  of  Is,  books  we  have  recommended 
before,  and  as  regards  his  remarks  on  spinning  from  the 
Nottingham  reel,  we  agree  with  him  almost  entirely.  He 
gives  useful  instructions  in  that  style  of  fishing,  to  which 
we  shall  refer  again.  In  the  meantime  we  cordially 
recommend  his  "  Pike  and  Perch  "  fishing  to  our  readers, 
though  it  is  nearly  all  "pike,"  as  he  points  out.  Mr. 
Martin  is  now  carrying  on  business  as  a  fishing  tackle 
maker  in  the  shop  Mr.  Price  made  so  well  known,  at  8, 
Seymour-street,  Euston-square.  We  understand  he  gives 
lessons  in  casting  from  the  Nottingham  reel,  a  style  of 
casting  worthy  the  notice  of  every  angler. — Ed.] 


A  GOOD  WORD  FOR  LOUGH  BELVIDERE. 

Dear  Sir,— Do  you  not  think  that  Lough  Belvidere, 
Co.  Westmeath,  should  be  better  known  to  a  number  of 
your  readers,  for  nowhere  are  finer  trout  to  be  found  ? 

The  writer  has  fished  this  lake  for  a  number  of  years  in 
the  May  Fly  season  and  in  August.  The  latter  month  is 
one  of  the  best  for  the  artificial  fly,  and  the  fish  will  be 
caught  in  the  finest  condition. 

Anglers  will  find  most  comfortable  quarters  at  Carrick, 
where  there  is  a  splendid  boathcuse  close  to  the  lake,  with 
every  convenience  for  rods  and  belongings,  also  good  boats 
and  boatmen. 

Many  very  pleasant  visits  are  remembered  and  still 
looked  forward  to  by  An  Old  Subscriber. 

[We  are  much  obliged  for  the  note.— Ed.] 


WET  FLIES. 
1.  H^^^  Sie,— Allow  me  to  make  a  few  final  remarks  on 

Mona's"  letter  in  your  issue  of  the  26th  ult.,  first  of 
all  thanking  him  for  his  kindly  expressions  to  myself. 
After  all  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject,  no  proof  can  be 
obtamed  as  to  the  trout's  iu^as  on  the  matter,  and  there- 
fore each  indisidual  angler  will  probably  continue  to  think 
his  own  theory  correct.    The  mam  point  to  which  I  wish 

J  J    '  '8  "  Mona's"  description  of  "the dead 

and  dn  wned  March  Brown  darting  up  and  across  stream, 
under  the  surface  d  la  chuck  and  chaocer." 

Now,  here  I  perfectly  .agree  with  "Mora,"  that  no 
trout  would  be  likely  to  take  that  for  a  drown^-d  fly  ;  but 
that  18  not  the  way  we  manipulate  our  tackle  in  these 
parts  with  fly.  it  was  impretsad  on  me  at  the  very 
tegiuniiig  of  my  novitiate  by  a  volunteer  mentor  (to  me  it 
was  self-evident)  that  truut  would  not  expect  flies  to  drift 
against  fctrfam.  I  hope  it  will  not  appear  to  savour  of 
presump  ion  on  my  part  if  I  venture  to  degcribe  our 
countrj  fashion  of  fly  fishing.  Those  who  wade,  of  course, 
past  upstream  all  the  time,  m<]  their  flies  follow  the  flow 
pt  tn9  Wfttsr  patnrajly, 


As  I  fish  entirely  from  the  bank,  I  will  describe  my 
method  :  First  of  all,  I  begin  by  casting  as  directly  up- 
stream as  circumstances  will  permit,  gradually  more  and 
more  across,  then  quite  across,  and  sometimes  at  an  angle 
downwards,  but  always  by  raising  or  lowering  the  point  of 
my  rod.  Take  care  not  to  interfere  wi'.h  the  drift  of  the 
cast,  and  keeping  the  reel  line  as  taut  as  it  can  be  con- 
veniently brought  up. 

By  following  the  drift  with  the  point  of  the  rod  the  cast 
can  be  gradually  brought  across  the  stream  in  a  natural 
manner,  and  drifted  in  under  the  bank  where  the  angler 
is.  Often  there  is  an  eddy,  and  there  a  good  fish  lurking, 
so  it  is  well  to  recover  the  line  gently  before  bringing  it; 
back  for  a  fresh  cast,  as  the  fly  may  be  taken  at  the  last 
moment. 

I  hope  no  one  will  make  unkind  remarks  about  teaching 
a  grandmother  to  suck  eggs.  I  merely  venture  to  explain 
this  method  as  distinct  from  jerking  a  sunk  bait  against 
the  stream,  and  to  disclaim  being  a  "troller  of  a  Jock 
Scott,"  a  Greenwell's  Glory,  or  a  Corica,"  or  a 
"  beastie  "  fisher.  And  with  my  best  regards  to  "  Mona," 
— I  remain,  an  unconvinced    White  Headed  Novice. 


Dear  Sie, — In  your  issue  of  March  26  there  appeared, 
under  the  heading  of  "  Wet  Flies,"  an  article  bearing  the 
well  known  signature  of  "  Mona." 

I  am  very  far  from  anxious  to  enter  ipto  a  controversy, 
but  my  prudent  hesitition  deserts  me  on  considering  the 
opinions  on  wet  fly  fishing  expressed  in  the  article  above 
referred  to.  In  fact,  I  am  much  in  the  position  of 
"  Mona's"  Jib.  trout,  subjected  to  the  malign  influence  of 
a  "  .   .   .  weird  and  monstrous,  blazing  portent  .   .  ." 

"Mona"  thus  describes  the  operations  of  the  wet  fly 
fisher  :  "  But  when  we  sink  the  fly,  and  begin  to  drag  him 
about  under  the  water,"  and  again,  "  were  a  dead  and 
drowned  March  Brown,  for  instance,  to  begin  dirting 
(excuse  the  wild  hypothesis)  up  and  across  stream,  under 
the  surface,  d  la  chuck-and-chancer.    .    .  ." 

In  my  innocence,  Mr.  Editor,  I  have  always  imagined 
that  the  wet  fly  was  presented  to  the  trout  in  imitation  of 
a  drowned  or  drowning  insect,  and  that,  for  the  purpose 
of  effectual  deception,  such  stroke-hauling  methods  as 
attributed  by  your  correspondent  to  wet  fly  fishers  were 
performances  to  be  strictly  avoided.  Surely  one  of  the 
chief  objects  aimed  at  in  wet  fly  fishing  is  to  avoid  getting 
any  drag  on  the  line. 

"Mona's"  reference  to  the  drowned  fly  "darting  up 
and  across  stream"  implies  that  the  usual  procedure  of 
the  wet  fly  fisher  is  to  fish  downstream.  Is  this  really  so, 
or  am  I  correct  in  supposing  that  such  a  method  is  only 
resorted  to  in  exceptional  cases  where  you  can  cover  the 
water  only  by  drifting  your  fly  downstream  ? 

Your  correspondent  suggests  that  trout  take  the  wet  fly 
presented  to  them, as  he  describes, for  "water  beetles  and 
beasties  of  kinds,"  or  that  his  rise  maybe  due  to  some 
"  bizarre  freak."  Both  suggestions  may  probably  account 
for  an  occasional  rise,  since  there  are  possibly  flies  which 
under  water  may  have  some  likenass  to  eartain  water 
beetles;  and  as  to  the  second  supposition,  the  spirit  of 
curiosity  is  not  confined  to  fish. 

I  do  not  refer  to  the  fishing  in  rough  moorland  streams 
or  rocky  mountain  burns,  where  trout  are  uneducated,  and, 
in  the  latter  case,  have  very  little  natural  food.  My 
remarks  apply  to  streams  such  as  the  Derbyshire  Wye, 
and  to  others  more  resembling  the  Kennet,  on  both  of 
which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  observe  and  imitate  the 
natural  fly  at  the  time  "  up." 

Votaries  of  the  dry  fly  are  apt  to  look  with  contempt 
on  wet  fly  methods,  but  each  system  has  its  place  and 
opportunity. 

WhUe  admitting  that  the  floating  fly  offers  the  prettiest 
and  neatest  exposition  of  the  angler's  art,  it  is  as  absurd 
as  it  is  unjust  to  describe,  as  "Mona"  does,  the  wet  fly 
man  as  "but  a  beastie  fisher  at  bottom,  the  troller  of  a 
Jock  Scott,  a  GreenweU's  glory,  or  a,— Corixa  being  in  the 
same  boat." 

Apologising,  sir,  for  the  length  of  this  communication.— 
I  remain,  yours,  &c.,    W. 

FLY  DRESSING  VICE. 
Sir,— If  "  Throstle  Wing  Dun  "  has  a  fly  dressing  vice, 
with  a  hook  fixed  just  above  the  clamp,  as  shown  at  "  H  " 
Fig.  21,  page  407,  of  the  Fishiiig  Gazette  (or  if  the  vice 
have  a  sliding  pillar),  a  very  good  substitute  for  the  rubber 
clip  will  be  found  in  a  piece  of  cork  bored  to  receive  the 
vice  piUar,  discarding  the  hook.  The  cork  may  he  lin.  or 
more  longer,  and  Jin.  thick ;  a  vertical  slit  being  cut  in 
its  outer  end,  into  which  the  tying  silk  can  be  slipped  as 
readily  as  by  the  side  of  the  rubber  clip  at  "  Y,"  and  is 
held  quite  as  firmly.  The  cork  clip  I  have  fixed  to  my 
vice  answers  perfectly.  The  hole  in  the  cork,  to  receive 
the  pUlar,  should  be  burnt  through.  I  have  preserved  all 
"Athenian's"  articles;  they  are  invaluable. — Yours 
t™ly.    Bedfordian. 

VICES  WITH  "ATHENIAN"  CLIPS. 

Sir, — Our  attentinn  has  just  b^en  drawn  to  a  letter  in 
your  issue  of  the  26th  ult  ,  from  a  correspondent  who  om- 
pUins  that  he  his  written  to  us  with  >ut  effect  for  the 
prices  of  vices  with  Athenian  Clip.  The  cause  of  the 
delay  has  been  our  dilEoolty  in  getting  these  artiolts  made, 
and  we  ha^fe  been  daiiy  Loping  to  be  able  to  send  the 
desired  i^  formation.  At  last  we  have  suocepded  in  making 
and  stockiiig  the  vices,  with  and  without  Athenian  Clips 
and  any  correspondents  favduring  us  with  inquiries  will 
find  in  fu'ure  that  they  will  be  replied  to  by  return  of 
post. — We  are,  yours  obediently, 

64,  Charing  Cross.  Holtzapffel  and  Co. 


LAMP  FOR  FLY  TYING. 
Sib, — I  have  been  a  fly  tier  for  over  forty  years,  and  the 
experience  of  my  mother,  who  had,  in  the  year  1820,  to  tie 
ft!»s  witl)  the  fliokering  candle,  oaused  her  eyesight  \o  failj 


and,  although  I  was  warned  that  the  use  of  an  artificial 
light  would  be  the  ruin  of  my  sight,  my  forty  years,  like 
hers,  compels  me  to  advise  any  the  only  means  and  light  to 
use  is  the  sunlight.  Should  you  take  those  new  incan- 
descent lights,  I  foretell  anyone  that  the  sight  will  fail 
very  soon.  An  oil  lamp  must  be  close  to  you  to  be  of  any 
avail,  and  then  tBe  stron?  light  will  so  affect  your  eyes 
that  the  morning  light  will  bring  such  an  effect,  that  a 
week  or  fortnight  spectacles  will  be  resorted  to,  and  from 
thence  the  evil  will  grow.  If  the  party  cannot  command 
the  time  in  daylight,  better  buy  his  tlies,  at  any  cost,  than 
resort  to  means  which  will  bring  an  irreparable  mischief.— 
Yours,  &c.,    ;RnsTY  Game, 

KEENE  1-.  "STRAW  HAT." 
Sie, — Mr.  J.  Keene,  of  Datchet,  appears  to  wish  to  be 
off  the  matches  with  Spong  and  the  Notts  candidate,  and 
therefore  puts  forward  his  parlour  pet  to  fill  his  place. 
"  Straw  Hat"  declines  the  proffered  challenge,  for  con- 
sidering that  he  first  fished  the  Thames  in  1812,  and, 
moreover,  as  he  weighs  lOJst.,  he  is  practically  out  of  it. 
But  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  of  Nottingham,  will  take  the 
"  Thatched  one's  "  place,  and  fish  Keene's  candidate  for 
a  cup,  and  for  as  much  as  Keece  Kkes  to  put  down.  A 
home  and  home  match  ;  all  fish  to  count. — Yourg,  &c. , 
  Stravp  Hat. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see'in  your  last  issue  John  Eeene  is  still 
sending  challenges  to  Thames  fishermen.  Do  you  not 
think  it  would  be  better,  instead  of  all  this  paper  talk,  to 
get  up  a  genuine  sweepstake,  say,  for  £5  a  man  (I  am 
not  such  a  moneyed  man  as  Mr.  J.  Keene,  so  could 
not  find  more),  to  fish  the  first  or  second  week  in 
June,  at  a  place  to  be  decided  on  by  some  proper 
person,  and  then,  perhaps,  the  vexed  question  of  "  who 
is  the  best  Thames  fisherman  "  may  be  decided  ?  I  think 
we  shall  be  able  to  hold  our  own  in  the  tidal  waters. — 
—Yours,  &c.,  Walter  McBride 

(Professional  Fisherman). 


FISH  MOUNTING. 
_  Dear  Sir, — You  will  not,  I  trust,  think  me  presump- 
tions if  I  venture  to  make  the  following  suggestion.  It 
would,  I  believe,  prove  a  most  valuable  and  highly  appre- 
ciated feature  in  your  piper  if  you  could  arrange  some 
time  to  publish  a  few  practical  hints  and  instructions  on 
the  art  of  preserving  and  mounting  fish.  I  myself  know 
from  personal  expeiijnce  that  there  are  no  more  precious 
ornaments  to  an  angler's  rooms  than  records  of  his  past 
captures.  Unfortunately,  to  have  a  fish  well  mounted 
costs  a  deal  of  money,  and  there  must  be  a  great  number 
of  impecunious  fishermen  who,  having  caught  a  fine  speci- 
men fish,  are  reluctantly  forced  to  forego  the  satisfaction 
cf  having  it  set  up.  But  I  am  convinced  there  are 
numbers  of  these  less  wealthy  brethren  who  would  grudge 
no  amount  of  personal  labour  and  patience  could  they 
themselves,  by  their  own  efforts,  produce  even  a  fairly 
good  record  of  their  capture. 

Again,  many  anglers  must  have  often  come  across  fish 
which,  if  not  actually  specimens,  and  worthy  of  preserva- 
tion on  that  account,  present  other  peculiarities  well 
worthy  of  record.    I  may  mention  in  my  own  case  a 
cartain  remarkable  jack  which  I  once  hooked  in  the 
Kennet,  and  for  some  time  thought  to  be  a  good  pike. 
When  landed  he  proved  to  be  under  51b.  in  weight,  but 
had  all  the  shape  of  a  301b.  pond  fish,  and  fins  and  tail 
which  Euight  have  belonged  to  a  12-pounder.  His  strength 
for  his  size  was  prodigious.  Also  a  huge  bleak  which  I  once 
took  on  a  large  chub  fly  in  the  same  river,  which  I  returned 
to  the  water  altar  examination,  for  which  act  I  have  been 
very  sorry  since,  as  there  seems  little  doubt  it  was  a  most 
remarkable  specimen.    Then  again,  a  fine  catch  of  golden 
tench,  some  of  them  near  4lb.  in  weight,  and  beautifully 
blotched  with  black.    AU  these  I  foolishly  gave  away  for 
cooking  purposes.    I  have  of  late  (being  by  profession  an 
artist)  taken  to  making  rapid  life-sized  sketches  of  some  of 
my  more  recent  captures.  This  method  would  really  seem  in 
many  ways  quite  the  best  means  of  immortalisation,  as  it 
gives  all  the  fresh  vivid  colouring,  and  wet  appearance  of  the 
newly  caught  fish.   But,  of  course,  this  process  is  only  pos- 
sible to  the  technically  educated  few.   But  to  return  to  my 
suggestion.    If  you  could  see  your  way  to  publish  a  series 
of  articles,  rnen  as  I  suggest,  they  would,  I  feel  sure,  be 
highly  appreciated  by  a  very  large  number  of  anglers,  and 
enable  many  a  one  to  possess  permanent  records  of  fish, 
the  appearance  of  which  they  cDuld  only  otherwise  recall 
by  vivid  memories,  and  possibly  erroneous  descriptions. 
We  are_  proverbially  a  patient  fraternity,  and  I  am  sure 
that  this  quality,  combined  with  the  necessary  technical 
knowledge  of  procedure,  would  enable  many  of  us,  after  a 
few  preliminary  failures,  to  turn  out  fairly  well  mounted 
fish.    Should  you  at  any  time  feel  disposed  to  act  on  my 
suggestion,  I  should  be  very  pleased  to  plaia  my  services 
gratuitously  at  your  service,  and  act  in  collaboration  with 
the  writer  of  the  articles,  should,  as  I  presume,  illustra- 
tions be  required.     With  apologies  for  thus  trespassing  at 
such  length  on  your  patience,  but  trusting  you  will  accept 
my  suggestion  La  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  meant. — Yours, 
&c.,  _  Artist  Anglee. 

[  We  put  lished  some  illustrated  articles  some  years  ago 
on  this  subject. — Ed.]   

modern  inventions  in  sea  fishing 
Tackle. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  mnch  obliged  if  yru  will  kindly 
allow  me  to  ask  those  of  your  readers  who  may  be 
patentees,  inventors,  or  soIq  mauutacturers  of  any 
improved  forms  of  sea  fishing  tackle  to  kind'y  com- 
municate with  me  ?  I  propose  to  d'^vote  a  chapter  in  a 
book,  eutit'eJ  "  Prao'ical  Letters  to  Young  St-a  Fislers," 
entirely  to  improved  forms  of  sea  flohing  gear  suitable  for 
amateurB.— Yours,  &C.,  JoHX  Bjckerdykf, 

Elmlea,  South  Sto^e,  Eeadinjf, 


270 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  9,  1898 


FISH  CULTURE  IN  IRELAND— CO.  LOUTH 
TROUT  FARM. 

Sib, — Believing  that  the  establishment  of  a  trout  and 
salmon  farm  in  Ireland  would  meet  a  want  whicli  is 
becoming  more  pressing  each  year,  I  have  securfd,  after 
sp'ndiug  a  considerable  time  prcspecting,  a  suitable  site 
on  a  noted  salmon  river  on  the  east  c»ast,  at  Stabannon, 
by  Castle  Bellingham.  Being  on  a  main  line  (G.N.R.), 
between  Dublin  and  Belfast,  vpith  a  good  connection 
north,  south,  and  west,  it  will  be  possible  to  distribute  fish 
throughout  the  country  with  despatch  end  safety. 

As  I  have  made  pisciculture  a  special  study,  and  have 
inspected  fish  culture  stations  in  the  United  States  and  on 
th'e  Continent,  with  a  vIbw  to  arriving  at  the  best  and 
latest  methods  of  working  a  business  of  this  nature,  my 
expeiiince  will,  I  feel  sure,  enable  me  t^  be  of  assistance 
to  those  interested  in  the  improvement  of  fisheries. 
_  It  ii  well  known  that  many  of  the  best  salmon  and  trout 
rivers  in  the  country  are  falling  off  to  an  alarming  extent, 
and  that  the  fishing  too  often  proves  disappointing. 

The  construction  of  hatcheries  on  such  rivers  does  not 
altogether  supply  the  deficiency.  The  deterioration  in  the 
fishing  is  not  always  due  to  a  lack  of  spawners,  but  often 
arises  from  altered  conditions  and  surroundings,  the  im- 
portance of  which  fish  culturists  fully  recognise.  These 
unfavourable  conditions  can  nearly  always  be  remedied. 
They  cin  sometimes  be  turned  to  advantage. 

The  question  of  getting  rid  of  the  pike,  or  so  to  reduce 
their  number  that  they  cease  to  have  the  upper  hand,  is 
one  that  has  interested  me  for  some  time,  and  I  am  con- 
ducting experiments  with  a  view  to  their  destruction.  I 
Lave  some  excellent  pike  traps,  which  are  easy  to  work 
and  very  effective.  Indeed,  I  have  seen  one  of  these 
traps  quito  full  of  perch  and  pike  after  being  set  for  a 
night. 

Mosb  anglers  will  have  heard  of  the  rainbow  trout 
Salnw  iiidcns).  Its  merits  as  a  sporting  fish  are  now 
beyond  dispute.  I  have  introduced  a  fine  healthy  stock, 
being  convinced  that  they  will  prove  themselves  a  worthy 
addition  to  the  sporting  fishes  of  Ireland.  In  their  Cali- 
fornian  home  the  rainbow  trout  are  river  fish,  but 
experience  has  taught  us  that  they  do  vtry  well  in  lakes 
also  in  this  country.  They  are  very  game,  and  have  the 
obvious  recommendation  that  they  are  lively  and  voracious 
feeders  all  the  year  round,  but  not  cannibals,  in  the  sense 
of  eating  their  kin.  Moreover,  the  irideus  does  not  inter- 
breed with  fario.  There  is  thus  no  danger  of  destroying  the 
original  variety  of  trout  found  in  the  waters  into  which 
laiabws  are  introduced.  They  grow  rapidly,  attain  a 
Urge  size,  and  give  fine  sport  with  the  fly.  They  will 
often  rise  freely  when /o  ri'o  cannot  be  stirred.  As  table 
fish  the  rainbows  resemble  white  trout,  and  are  cDnsidered 
excellent  eating. 

I  venture  to  hope  that  this  enterprise,  as  a  means  of 
improving  fishings,  will  receive  the  needful  support,  being 
of  national  importance,  and  as  a  problem  which  all 
enthusiastic  anglers  have  at  heart. 

IS  ext  season  I  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  offer  a  full  list 
of  the  Sal  monidx . 

Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to  make  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  answer. — I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wilson  H.  Armistead. 

[We  are  much  interested  in  Mr.  W.  H.  Armistead's 
pike  and  perch  trans.  Perhaps  he  will  describe  them. 
—Ed.]  *  

WHAT  IS  THE  YAWLING? 
Deae  Sir,— I  am  sorry  to  see  that  Mr.  Frank  Gosden 
has  dragged  my  name  into  the  "yawliog"  controversy. 
In  spite  of  what  Mr.  Gosden  says,  I  feel  bound  to  state 
that  I  am  not  convinced  one  way  or  the  other.  At  present 
I  think  that  Mr.  Hussey's  suggestion  that  the  "  yawling  " 
is  a  distinct  or  hybrid  fish,  which  has  not  hitherto  been 
recognised,  has_  something  to  support  it;  but  while  still 
open  to  conviotion  the  other  way,  I  shall  look  forward  to 
eeeiog  in  July  next  specimens  of  adult  "  yawlicg "  to 
settle  the  matter.  I  am  always  ready  to  defend  my 
stated  opinions,  but  I  do  not  like  to  be  misquoted  by  Mr. 
Gotd'n  or  any  one  else. — Yours,  &e., 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 


CORIX/E. 

Dear  Sir, — I  really  am  astonished  at  Mr.  Charles 
Walker.  He  makes  the  definite  statement  that  trout  eat 
Corix:e,  and  the  only  proof  he  has  of  this  astounding 
proposition  is  that  they  {GorLvie)  are  frequently  found  in 
the  stomachs  of  the  fish.  Surely,  sir,  this  is  trifling  with 
your  readers,  some  of  whom,  at  least,  are  men  of  average 
intelligence.  Then  again,  a  gentleman  who  very  properly 
calls  himself  "  the  Impolite  Letter  Writer  "  essays  what  I 
have  hitherto  regarded  as  the  impossible  task  of  proving  a 
negative.  He  has  never  found  a  Corif.a  m  the  stomach  of 
a  trout;  ergo,  trout  do  not  eat  them.  In  my  hospital 
days  we  never  found  an  oyster  or  a  Bath  bun  in  the  stomach 
of  any  of  the  subjects  we  prist-movtenied  ■  and  now  in  my 
old  age,  one  of  the  most  cherished  theories  of  my  youth 
has  been  ruthlessly  demolished,  for  by  following  the 
argument  of  this  gentleman  (who  has  had  so  many 
educational  advantages  denied  to  me)  to  its  logical 
conclusion,  I  have  discovered  that  men  and  women  do  not 
eat  oysters  or  Bath  buns,  and  yet  there  are  perverse 
persons  who  hold  a  contrary  opiaion.  I  am,  as  you  know, 
a  great  and  wise  philosopher,  and  I  have  often  thought 
what  a  lot  of  time  and  trouble  is  spent  by  some  people  in 
assiduously  acquiring  ignorance  of  the  matters  on  wliich 
they  presume  to  instruct  an  admiring  world. — Yours,  &c., 
_____  Em.  Dee. 

INDIARUBBER  WADING  BOOTS. 
SlE, —  One  of  your  correspondents  says  :  "  In  my  opinion 
it  is  not  permissible  for  a  man  to  write  upon  a  subject  of 
which  he  is  absolutely  ignorant."    So  I  thought  when  I 
redd  a,  letter  from  another  correspondent  who  said,  on 


indiarubber  wading  boots,  which  he  says  are  not  so  good  as 
wadiug  stockings  because  you  cannot  maid  them.  Why 
he  might  as  well  have  said  that  you  cannot  mend  a 
purcture  in  a  cycle  tyre,  and  that  the  sofes  rome  off !  But 
that  is  one  of  the  great  chaims  of  your  paper,  fishermen 
will  write  continually  and  contradict  established  facts. — 
Yours  truly.  Well-mended  Rubber  Boots. 

[We  think  our  correspondents  are  both  right,  and  that 
only  shows  the  value  as  well  as  charm  of  such  corre- 
spondence. We  believe  it  is  perfectly  true  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  repair  what  are  known  as  American 
black  rubber  boots  or  gum  boots  with  the  polished  surface. 
But  it  is  quite  easy  to  mend  the  soft  rulbjr  boots  made 
by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Oordirg,  Anderson,  King  Maloom,  and 
other  English  firms ;  also  in  the  shape  of  stockings  by 
Messrs.  Anderson,  fishing  tackle  makers,  Edinburgh.  For 
this  reason  the  more  expensive  English  boots  are  cheaper 
in  the  long  run.  We  asked  Messrs.  J.  C.  Cording  and 
Co.,  of  ly,  Piccadilly,  whose  soft  rubber  fishing  boots  we 
have  used  for  many  years,  and  they  say;  "Dear  Sir, — 
Replying  to  your  favour,  there  is  no  difliculty  in  repairing 
our  soft  rubber  fishing  boots,  unless  very  far  gone.  The 
American  gum  toots  are  very  difficult  to  repair,  though 
we  can  frequently  make  a  job  of  them."  Mr.  Maoolm 
says:  "The  'American  make'  rubber  boots  are  more 
difficult  to  repair,  as  they  require  vulcanising." — Ed. J 


WADING  STOCKINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Corwen  Dee,"  allow  me  to 
say  a  word  in  favour  of  wading  stockings,  as  I  think  from 
his  letter  the  kind  of  stocking  he  has  used  may  have  been, 
in  part  at  least,  to  blame.  I  have  had  stockingj  with  all 
the  defects  he  mentions,  and  which  Lave  not  lasted  a 
s;ason;  but  I  now  have  them  made  to  order,  with  plenty 
of  room  in  the  instep,  which  ensures  their  slipping  on  and 
off  with  the  greatest  ease.  I  have  the  feet,  to  well  above 
the  ankle,  made  double,  which  in  a  great  measure  prevents 
their  going  into  the  objectionable  pleats;  then,  before 
putting  them  on,  I  always  slip  on  first  a  pair  of  ordinary 
woUen  stockings,  then  a  pair  of  woollen  socks,  and  lastly 
a  pair  of  thick  woollen  stockings  reaching  nearly  to  the 
thigh.  Thi?  pretty  well  fills  them  out  about  the  aijkle  and 
for  some  distance  up  the  leg.  Being  liable  to  chills,  I 
have  adopted  this  plan  for  many  years,  and  always  found  it 
answer  well.  The  rivers  I  fish  are  the  Upper  Severn 
and  its  tributaries,  in  Montgomeryshire,  and  I  expect 
some  of  these  are  not  much  inferior  in  "wearing" 
power  to  the  Corwen  Dee.  Well,  my  last  pair 
of  wading  stockings  were  purchased  from  a  London 
firm  early  in  March,  1893.  In  that  year  I 
used  them  twenty-nine  days;  1891,  ten  days;  ia 
1895,  twenty-three  days ;  in  1896,  twenty-nine  days. 
Last  year  I  had  no  fishing,  so  they  were  left  hanging  up 
behind  a  door,  but  on  Saturday  last  I  took  them  out  for 
my  first  day  this  season,  and  found  them  as  thoroughly 
waterproof  as  ever.  They  have  been  to  the  waterproofers 
once,  and  had  a  few  patches  at  a  cost  of  about  half-a- crown, 
but  that  is  a'l  the  repairs  they  have  needed. 

Now  I  think  this  is  a  fairly  good  record  of  wear,  and 
doubtless  you  will  have  correspondents  who  can  speak  far 
better  to  the  purpose  than  I  can.  It  is  a  most  interesting 
question  to  all  fly  fishers,  and  its  discussion  cannot  but  do 
good. — Yours  truly,    C.  K. 

WADING  STOCKINGS  CONDEMNED. 

Dear  Sir, — For  the  past  four  seasons  I  have  worn  a  pair 
of  Walbran's  pliable  waders  whilst  fishing  such  exceedingly 
rough  streams  as  the  Yore,  Wenning,  Greta,  and  Wharfe, 
and  have  tramped  scores  of  miles  in  them,  in  spite  of  their 
being  advertised  as  "  not  adapted  for  walking  long 
distances  in,"  yet  they  are  apparently  as  good  to-day  as 
when  bought.  They  are  well  shaped  to  the  foot  and 
ankle,  easily  put  on  and  off,  light  in  weight,  and,  being 
rubber-proofed  outside,  dry  in  a  few  seconds  after  one 
leaves  thie  water. 

I  feel  quite  certain  that  "  Corwen  Dee  "  would  modify 
his  condemnation  of  waders  generally  if  he  saw  these,  and 
knew  the  rough  work  I  have  given  them.  —  Yours 
faithfully,  ,  ,  J. 

NEURITIS  FROM  WADING  BARE-LEGGED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  of  advice  in  the  following 
circumstances  :  I  am  just  recovering  from  a  six  weeks' 
attack  of  acute  neuritis,  or  nerve  rheumatism,  localised  to 
the  muscles  below  the  knee,  and  therefore  in  all  likeli- 
hood brought  on  by  wading  in  snipe  shooting — wading 
without  waders  durirg  the  Christmas  holidays,  to  put  the 
matter  pliinly. 

Can  any  of  your  readers,  speaking  from  experience,  tell 
me  if  using  waders  during  the  approaching  summer  would 
be  likely  to  bring  on  another  attack  ?  I  would  be  fishing 
wholly  from  the  bank,  and  weariog  waders,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  cross  the  river  occasionally  ;  but  I  perspire  rather 
freely  on  exertion. 

The  present  attack  came  as  a  great  surprise,  for  I  am 
young,  and  have  never  before  experienced  any  ill-effects 
from  wading,  even  without  waterproofs. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Wrentail. 

[Perhaps  one  of  our  medical  friends  will  reply  to  this 
query.  We  should  not  like  to  advise  "Wrentail"  one 
way  or  the  other  ;  but  if  he  decides  to  wear  waders,  there 
can  be  no  harm  in  saying  wear  thick  wool  stockings  inside 
them,  and  don't  have  them  tight  round  the  legs. — Ed.] 


LARGE  GRAYLING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  a  paragraph  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
April  2,  '98,  headed  "  Test  Grayling,"  agrayliug  described 
as  weighing  31b.  Toz.,  caught  in  November,  1885. 

Fishing  on  Mr.  Ingham  Whitaker's  water,  at  Horse- 
bridga,  in  August,  1896,  I  caught  four  grayling  within 
a^veek;  weight,  41b.  2oz.,  41b.  loz.,  41b.  Joz.,  and  4lb, 


These  fish  were  all  token  after  9  p.m.,  and  with  a  fly  ii  d 
by  myself — claret  pig's  wool  body,  gold  tinsel  woodcock 
WiUgs,  and  claret  hacsle.  Never  hiving  caught  a  gray- 
ling before,  and  ignorant  of  their  weight,  I  made  little  ;Of 
them  at  the  time,  and  sent  them  to  the  kitchen.  I  heard, 
when  too  late,  that  I  ought  to  have  had  them  set  up  as 
fpeeimens.  Their  dimensions  are  pencilled  out  in  the 
lardir  at  Kings-Sombourne.  If  this  is  of  any  interest  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  you  can  make  use  of  it. 
Folkestone.  John  Croker, Lieut. -Col. 


LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  by  the  last  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  Mr.  White  is  reported  to  have  said  that  they 
have  no  Loch  Leven  trout  at  the  Cape.  The  fact  is,  they 
have  no  trout  at  all  at  Capetown,  or  nearer  than  Stellen- 
bcrch,  forty  miles  distant,  where,  in  1893,  I  placed 
some  8000  Salnw  levenensis,  hatched  from  ova  had 
direct  from  Howietoun,  in  a  pond  fed  by  a  waterfall ;  and 
in  1894,  when  I  finally  left  the  place,  the  little  dam 
appeared  to  be  full  of  tine  fish  from  4in.  to  7iu.  in  length, 
and  I  possess  a  letter  from  a  Scotchman,  who  came  out 
purposely  to  see  me  feed  them.  I  also  turned  some  200 
I'n'o  the  little  Eerste  brook,  in  the  v'clnity  of  the  pond, 
and  s  ome  500  others  were  liberated  in  some  water  holes  on 
the  Cape  Plats. 

There  is  no  river  within  600  miles  of  Capetown  in  which 
any  variety  of  trout,  let  the  body  markings  be  what  they 
may,  can  possibly  increase  and  multiply  ;  in  fact,  the 
nearest  stream,  and  that  most  unsuitable,  as  it  is,  when 
there  is  the  slightest  stream,  merely  a  solution  of  silver 
sand,  is  ninety  miles  distant.  There  is  a  fire  Scotch-like 
river,  with  a  ep'endid  sixteen  mile  estuary,  in  Kaffraria ;  atd 
this,  if  taken  by  private  individuals,  might  be  made 
famous. — Yours,  &o.       ^  E.  Latour. 

PARASITES  IN  THE  GILLS  OF  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — The  letter  in  your  paper  of  the  2nd  iost., 
on  "  Maggots  in  the  Gills  of  Salmon,"  much  interested 
me,  as  I  have  been  puzzled  about  a  fish  I  caught  oa 
April  1,  whether  it  was  a  kelt  or  not. 

The  fish  was  silvery,  and  a  good  colour.  Though 
narrow  and  thin,  and  a  bad  shape,  it  weighed  121b.  In  the 
gills  I  found  about  six  parasites.  The  feelers,  as  it  were, 
being  like  limp  claws  of  a  lobster,  and  quite  out  of 
proportion  to  the  body,  which  was  a  round  sort  of  blob, 
the  whcle  being  drab  colour.  I  fear  my  description  is 
meagre,  but  it  is  diffioult  to  describe. 

Perhaps  you  can  tell  me  if  this  is  a  marine  or  fresh- 
water parasite  ;  also,  if  the  fish  was  a  well-mended  kelt  or 
not.  The  flesh  was  of  good  colour,  though  tasteless  rather 
in  flavour.  Orford. 

[We  think  there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the  fith  he'mg 
a  kelt,  from  "  Orford's "  description.  In  that  as) 
we  should  think  the  parasites  would  be  a  freshwater  kind. 
If  our  correspondent  can  send  us  some  in  alcohol,  we  will 
get  the  opinion  of  a  specialist  on  fish  parasites. — Ed.] 


EYED  V.  TIED  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  who  have  had  some  experience  in  the  use  of  both 
eyed  and  tied  flies,  give  me  the  benefit  of  their  conclusions 
as  to  their  respective  virtues  ?  I  am  informed  by  an 
angler  of  greater  experience  than  myself  that  the  eyed  fly 
is  inferior  in  hooking  power  to  the  ordinary  fly  tied  on 
gut.  Is  this  really  so  ?  This  is  a  matter  of  some  interest 
to  fly  fishers,  and  hence  worthy  of  consideration  in  these 
pages.— Yours,  &c.,    F.  L.  S. 

NATURAL  WING  TROUT-PLIES. 

Sir, — Noticing  to-day  Mr.  Richardson's  advertisement 
of  above,  it  occurred  to  me  that  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  would  be  interested  in  the  following  : 

Last  season  John  Lawson,  of  these  parts,  an  excellent 
fisher,  who  busks  his  own  flies,  presented  ma  with  a  fly 
busked  on  a  No.  10  iron,  the  wings  being  portions  of  the 
fin  of  a  small  trout.  With  a  similar  fly  he  had  just  caught 
a  couple  of  dozen  trout  varying  in  weight  up  to  l|'b. 
He  experimented  with  his  invention  freely  by  night  as  well 
as  by  day  during  the  season,  and  found  it  more  deadly 
than  any  fly  he  could  put  upon  the  water.  Its  only  fault 
was  lack  of  durability,  and  small  trout  were  not  alvtajs  to 
be  had.  Failing  fins,  he  tiied  the  skin  of  an  onion,  which 
strongly  resembled  a  moth,  and  the  substitute,  while  it 
lasted,  appeared  to  the  full  as  deadly,  only,  fron  the 
brittle  nature  of  the  material,  the  wings  rarely  survived 
the  first  take,  and  it  was  exceedingly  troublesome  tying  on 
fresh  wings,  of  which  he  had  a  few  always  to  spare  in  h's 
pocket-book. 

For  the  trout  fin  or  onion  skin  wing  the  body  of  the  fly 
appeared  immaterial.  A  black  hackle  he  considered 
essential,  and  perhaps  an  orange  body  went  best  with  this. 
—Yours,  &e.,  P. 

Grantown-on-Spey,  March  26. 


TROUT  STREAM  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
of  a  good  trout  stream  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn, 
well  preserved,  and  give  a  few  particulars  ?    And  oblige 
— Yours  truly,  March  Brown. 


BACKiNii  THE  Favourite  does  not  always  bring  pleasure  or 
proflt  to  those  concerned  In  it.  Fretiuently  the  horse  no  one 
lliinkB  much  about  wins,  and  those  who  gain  anything  are  few 
and  far  between.  This  cannot  be  said  with  referetce  to 
Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment,  for  they  never  cisappDint  those 
who  place  faith  in  their  merilB.  With  reference  to  the  Ointment, 
medical  men  are  so  convinced  of  its  merits  that  they  recommend 
it  to  patients  as  the  best  remedy  within  their  experieice.  The 
Pills  also  have  a  marvellous  effect  upon  the  system ;  and  it  can 
be  truly  said  that  whatever  the  cause  of  the  trouble  may  be,  the 
combined  medicines  will  restore  the  patient  to  bealtb.-  .> 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOBPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  16th,  1898. 

EASTER  FLY  FISHING  ON  THE 
ITCHEN. 


It  is  now  about  seven  montlis  since  last  I  had 
the  gratification  of  holding  a  fly  rod  in  my  hand, 
and  then  it  was  in  the  rocky  bed  of  the  pleasant 
Barle.  We  came  down  here  on  April  6,  "  Piscator  " 
and  I,  to  our  old  quarters  on  the  Itchen — I  with 
the  pleasurable  anticipations  of- an  "amateur,"  he 
with  the  doubt  and  misgiving  of  bottled-up 
experience.  I  looked  forward  to  bright  sunshine, 
green  meadows,  the  songs  of  birds,  and  the  hum 
of  bees  on  the  willow  catkins.  He,  with  the 
wisdom  of  a  sage,  foretelling  that,  whatever  the 
weather  may  be,  we  were  at  least  a  month  too 
early  for  the  aristocratic  trout  that  inhabit  the 
Itchen. 

Our  first  afternoon  was  fine  and  breezy,  but 
there  was  no  fly  on  the  water,  and,  therefore, 
nothing  for  trout  to  rise  at,  had  they  been  so 
inclined ;  but  there  they  were,  with  their  tails 
flapping  about  in  the  air,  and  their  heads  deep 
down  amongst  the  grass  and  weeds,  showing  a 
kind  of  contempt  for  the  mere  dry-fly  fisherman. 
In  ti-uth  I  am  inclined  to  formulate  a  little  theory 
of  my  own  about  these  sophisticated  trout. 
There  is  undoubtedly,  and  it  has  been  noticeable 
for  some  time  past,  a  growing  scarcity  of  flies  on 
our  waters.   Why  is  it  ?   Is  it  not  because  our 
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river  is  so  persistently  flogged  for  trout  all 
through  the  spring  and  summer,  and  for  grayling 
all  through  the  autumn  and  winter,  that  the  fish 
have  grown  suspicious  of  these  deceptive  insects 
floating  above  them,  and  so  devote  themselves 
more  and  more  to  the  insect  larva;  which  they 
find  below,  and  hence  the  scarcity  of  natural  flies 
on  the  surface  P  This  little  theory  will  at  all 
events  serve  to  explain  the  fact  of  the  tailing  we 
did  see  on  that  first  afternoon,  and  of  the  rise  we 
did  not  see. 

It  has  just  come  to  my  knowledge,  too  late  for 
us  to  avail  ourselves  of  for  this  visit,  that  there  is 
now  residing  in  the  midst  of  us,  as  it  were,  that 
is  within  a  rifle  shot  of  this  particular  spot  whei'e 
I  am  now  writing,  a  "  modern  astrologer,"  whose 
fame  has  got  into  the  newspapers,  and  who 
declares  that  from  his  study  of  the  heavens  he  is 
"  able  to  predict  all  things."  Had  the  knowledge 
of  his  existence  come  to  us  a  few  days  ago 
we  might  have  consulted  him  and  so  learnt  to  a 
certainty  not  only  what  kind  of  weather  we  were 
going  to  have  between  April  6  and  April  12,  but 
also  how  many  fish  we  should  catch  between  us. 
The  latter  haK  of  this  year  will  be  the  worst  half, 
he  tells  the  world  at  large,  so  we  should  endeavour 
to  take  our  pleasures  innocently  and  wisely  while 
we  may,  for  "  Swift  to  its  close  ebbs  out  life's  little 
day.". .  Before  the  bells  ring  out  this  present  year 
we  must  look  for  "  earthquakes,  floods,  famine, 
wars,  and  plagues."  Everything  will  be  mixed  up 
and  in  a  muddle  throughout  the  habitable  globe. 

It  has  long  since  become  an  axiom  that  if  you 
have  a  fine  Friday  a  fine  Sunday  will  as  surely 
follow  as  night  f oUoweth  day ;  and,  indeed,  it  does 
so  frequently  turn  out  to  be  true  that  an  excep- 
tion only  proves  the  truth  of  it.  Last  Friday  was 
one  of  the  loveliest,  brightest,  sunniest-  days  I 
have  experienced  during  the  days  that  have  as 
yet  passed  of  this  present  changeful  year  1898. 
On  Sunday  morning  we  were  actually  weather- 
bound. All  through  the  night  a  strong  south- 
westerly wind  brought  up  from  the  sea,  not  many 
miles  away,  a  thick,  drizzhng  sea  mist,  now  and 
again  breaking  out  into  heavy  di'iving  rain. 

I  am  getting  ahead  of  my  story,  for  I  might 
have  said  that  not  only  was  Friday  a  lovely  day, 
but  it  was  not  altogether  an  uninteresting  day  for 
fishing.  When  our  trout  do  condescend  to  rise, 
we  have  already  found  out  that  it  is  between  the 
hours  of  eleven  and  one,  and  it  was  between  those 
hours  that  I  got  a  fine  trout  and  a  brace  of  gray- 
ling. These  grayling,  which,  with  their  bluish 
purply  sheen  can  be  seen  in  pairs  on  the  gravel 
beds,  the  one  dark  and  the  other  fair,  are  always 
only  too  ready  to  make  a  dash  at  a  floating  fly. 

It  is  a  nuisance  to  catch  them,  although  they 
give  lively  sport  enough ;  but  the  trouble  and 
damage  to  their  constitution,  in  getting  the  hook 
out  of  their  inouths  in  order  to  return  them  to 
the  water  more  than  counterbalance  the  sport 
of  catching  them.  It  is  quite  amusing  to  watch 
a  pair  of  these  amatory  thymy  shadows  ogling 
each  other  down  in  the  water,  billing  and  cooing 
like  a  pair  of  turtle  doves. 

The  Major  caught  a  brace  of  trout  and  several 
troublesome  grayling ;  the  largest  trout  was  about 
l^lb.,  and  by  this  trout  there  hangs  a  tale. 

Wlea  I  was  fishing  in  the  same  meadow  last 
June  I  lost  many  a  trout  and  many  a  May  Fly; 
now  it  so  happens  that  in  the  gill  of  this  trout 
was  found,  firmly  hooked,  a  very  perfect  May 
Fly— the  G.O.M.— with  6in.  of  gut.  He  has  worn 
and  no  doubt  been  very  proud  of  this  distinctive 
decoration  ever  since.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  vei'y 
remarkable  thing  that  fly  and  hook  should 
have  been  in  that  fish  for  more  than  nine  months, 
and  now  as  perfect  and  fresh  as  if  it  had  been  in 
my  pocket-book  all  the  time ;  the  gut  is  rather 
rotten.  The  gold  tinsel  round  the  body  is  as 
bright  as  ever  it  was,  one  wing  is  slightly  mangled, 
as  if  other  envious  trout  had  tried  to  nibble  it.  I 
fully  believe  that  fly  is  mine,  that  I  lost  that 
fish  on  that  particular  spot  last  May ;  the  only 
doubt  I  have  about  it  is  that  I  then  estimated  the 
fish  I  lost  as  at  least  1Mb.,  whereas  this  one,  after 
nine  months'  growth,  now  weighs  only  Hlh. ;  on 
the  other  hand,  you  know  how  much  larger  are 
always  the  fish  you  lose  than  those  you  take !  I 
find  there  are  other  claimants  for  this  fly.  The 
Professor,  who  is  not  here  now,  has  certainly  a 
claim.  I  can  only  say,  "Palmam  qui  meruit 
ferat,"  if  it  can  only  be  proved.  It  is  distinctly 
a  G.O.M.  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith's  make. 

Saturday,  April  9, 1  may  fairly  call  hurricane 
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day.  Fly  fishing,  dry  or  wet,  was  hopeless,  and 
to  have  attempted  to  cast  a  fly  over  the  billows 
quite  useless,  because — firstly,  it  could  not  be 
done  with  any  degree  of  accuracy ;  and,  secondly, 
because  there  was  nothing  over  which  to  cast. 

We  had  too  jauntily  concluded,  because  many 
months  ago  our  nets  had  captured  a  large  number 
of  big  pike  and  little  jack,  that  we  had  cleared 
the  river  of  these  destructive  pests ;  but  we  ought 
to  have  remembered  that  what  were  mighty  Uttle 
jack  then,  and  so  escaped  the  net,  have  been  all 
the  while  growing,  till  now  they  have  become  fair 
sized  pike. 

"  This  windy  weather,"  said  "  Piscator,"  "  is 
just  the  right  sort  for  pike  fishing.  Suppose  we 
have  a  go  at  them."  "All  right,"  said  I,  "but 
I  had  no  pike  tackle  or  pike  rod,  or,  for  the 
matter  of  that,  knowledge  how  to  use  them  if 
they  had  been  in  my  possession.  I  did,  indeed, 
make  one  attempt  to  cast  from  the  Nottingham 
reel,  and  a  nice  fizzle  I  made  of  it.  It  looks 
uncommonly  easy  in  the  hands  of  the  Major. 

The  Major  was  but  ill-pro^-ided,  but  he  had  a 
good  stiff  pike  rod  and  an  artificial  bait  or  two. 
We  started,  I  carrying  a  walking-stick.  The  Bed 
Phantom  soon  began  to  attract  attention ;  the 
first  that  came  was  a  small  jack,  and  he  quickly 
came  to  grief — then  another,  and,  at  length, 
spinning  up  quietly  under  the  bank  on  which  we 
stood,  dash  comes  out  what  seemed  to  me  a 
monster,  but,  of  course,  a  mere  babe,  when  thought 
of  in  connection  with  Mr.  Jardine's  37-pounders. 
He  struggled  with  all  the  vigour  and  power  of  a 
feUow  quite  aware  that  for  him  it  is  either  death 
or  victory.  He  came  in  to  bank  at  last ;  but  our 
small  net  was  no  good,  we  couldn't  get  even  his 
head  into  it,  so  I  lifted  him  out  bodily  on  to 
grass.  "  Ten  pounds,"  cried  I.  "  Seven  pounds," 
said  the  Major. 

"  Shall  I  take  him  home  and  weigh  him  ?  "  says 
our  bright  boy.  Off  he  went,  and  presently  came 
back  with  the  report  that  he  only  weighed  61b. 
And  so  we  piked  on  with  more  or  less  success  till 
we  came  down  to  our  aquatic  mansion,  which  is 
at  the  limit  of  our  tether ;  there  is  a  profound,  if 
not  bottomless  depth  of  water ;  there  our  big 
trout  lie,  and  there  also  lurk,  and  always  have 
lurked,  a  big  pike  or  two  under  the  shadow  of  the 
now  leafless  oak  which  spreads  itself  partly  over 
our  house  and  partly  over  the  water.  There  t  le 
Major,  sure  of  a  fine  run,  made  a  long  cast,  t^e 
Red  Phantom  spun  through  the  air,  but  never 
again  will  it  spin  through  the  water  !  Tondi  r  it 
hangs,  suspended  on  the  topmost  branch  of  that 
old  oak,  and  there  it  will  haag  and  spin  for  ever. 

And  so  home  to  lunch.  Afterwards  the  Major 
rigged  up  another  and  a  smaller  bait,  which 
proved  no  lure  at  all.  He  thought  he  had  cleared 
the  river.  I  followed  as  a  spectator  for  an  hour 
or  two,  but  there  is  not  much  intierest  in  'such 
sport,  so  I  gave  it  up.  No  sooner  had  I  departed 
than  he  fitted  up  a  rough  old  spoon  bait,  and 
brought  home  five  large  jack,  so  making  eleven  of 
this  interesting  pike  species  out  of  our  fancied 
immaculate  stream.  If  eleven  could  be  caught  in 
a  few  hours'  fishing  with  imperfect  tackle,  how 
many  scores  more  must  there  be  lurking  about  in 
holes  and  corners  and  carrier  inlets.  They  must 
be  looked  after.  This  finished  our  Saturday's 
work.  Sunday,  as  I  have  said,  proved  to  be 
altogether  terrible  in  the  morning,  but  the 
sun  came  out  in  the  afternoon,  and  it  was  not 
impleasant  for  a  stroll  in  a  still  high  wind. 

Easter  Monday. — "  Heigho  1  for  the  wind  and 
the  rain ! " 

No  rain  in  the  morning,  nor,  in  fact,  till  about 
four  o'clock.  I  said  the  Bed  Phantom  which  had 
spun  out  so  many  jack  would  spin  on  in  the  top 
of  the  old  oak  for  ever  ;  but  the  Major  was  of  a 
different  opinion.  For  want  of  a  better  lure,  he 
ingeniously  fastened  two  corks  together  and  cut 
them  into  a  shapely  minnow.  He  then  peeled  off 
the  gold  leaf  from  the  neck  of  a  champagne  bottle  ; 
this  he  gummed  neatly  round  the  cork,  and 
varnished  it.  Here  was  as  glittering  a  gold  fish 
as  ever  swam  in  a  glass  bowl.  To  this  he  added  a 
strip  of  red  stuff  and  afiixed  the  tackle,  and  the 
gold  spinner  was  perfect.  Necessity  is  the  mother 
of  invention.  Fly  fishing  on  Easter  Monday  in  a 
sou'-westerly  gale  is  not  attractive,  so  he 
sallied  forth  with  his  new  impromptu  inven- 
tion, and  caught  three  jack  before  Ivmch. 
I  followed  after  with  my  rod  and  my  flies,  but 
really  it  was  a  disheantening  task.  I  never  saw  a 
rise  from  one  end  of  the  water  to  the  other,  and  I 
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vowed  I  would  not  come  here  again  on  Easter 
Monday.    Aftei-  lunch,  not  feeling  inclined  to 
give  in,  I  put  on  a  small  Coacliman,  after  failinsj 
to  attract  any  attention  with  Olive  Dun  and 
various  other  flies.    It  is  pain  and  grief  to  a  dry 
fly  fisherman  to  wander  along  by  the  waterside  in 
a  howling  wind,  and  to  see  absolutely  nothing 
over  which  to  cast;  and  it  so  happens  that  a 
south-westerly  wind,  when  it  is  blowing  half  a 
gale,  is  the  very  worst  wind  we  can  have  on  our 
side  of  the  water,  for  it  is  only  at  certain  corners 
and  twists  and  turns  in  the  river  that  one  can 
have  even  a  decent  chance,  though  I  can  manage 
to  get  through  a  stiffish  wind  when  I  see  any 
encouragement  under  the  opposite  bank.  And 
so  I  sauntered  on  down  to  the  pub.  —  that 
place  affords  a   somewhat  sheltered   corner — 
and  there,  knowing  where  a  good  trout  or  two 
must  certainly  be,  whether  on  the  feed  or  not, 
I  cast  my  Coachman  over  the  spot,  and  to  my 
surprise,  I  may  say  my  delight,  a  nice  trout  came 
at  me,  and  he  came  to  grass.    I  threw  again. 
This  time  I  allowed  the  fly  to  float  down  under  a 
barbed  wii-e  that  crosses  the  stream  (the  Professor 
knows  it  well),  and  there,  two  or  thi-ee  yards 
below,  one  of  those  big  fellows  he  wots  of  came 
at  me.    I  hooked  him  nicely,  and  I  had  to  treat 
him  very  gingerly,  for  it  is  no  joke  fishing  under 
barbed  wire  and  dead  against  stream.  He  fought 
like  a  true  British  trout  (a  rainbow  trout  couldu't 
have  fought  better),  and  I  gently  manceavred 
him  upstream  for  a  long  distance  in  fear  and 
trembling,  for  my  boy  was  miles  away  with  my 
landing  net,  peddling  about  among  pink  in  a 
carrier,  never  dreaming  that  I  should  do  such  an 
unlikely  thing  as  get  hold  of  a  fish.     I  had 
to  get  him  to  a  gravelly  opening.     All  held 
well;  and  he  came  to  grief,  and  to  basket.  He 
weighed  a  pound  and  a  half.  Remembering 
my  former  ill-luck,  with  which  I  had  become 
slightly  depi'essed,  I  need  not  say  I  was  now  slightly 
elated.    I  fished  on  lower  down,  and  presently  I 
caught  another  trout  nearly  a  pound.     Then  I 
heard  "  the  band  play  "  in  the  village,  two  miles  ofl', 
for  the  Easter  festivities  were  in  full  swing  there, 
and  then  the  rain  came  down  in  torrents,  and  I 
sought  shelter  in  the  hut.   I  pitied  the  Easterlings. 
Meanwhile  the  Major  had  not  baen  idle.  His 
golden  spinner  worked  admirably,  but  it  did  not 
attract  like  that  old  phantom  swinging  on  the  top 
of  the  oak  tree.    He  longed  for  that  destructive 
machine,  and  he  was  determined  to  have  it.  Our 
good  friend  the  farmer  carried  down  a  light 
ladder,  and  between  them  they  managed,  by  the 
help  of  the  rod,  to  break  the  branch,  and  down 
came    the    phantom,    and,    of    course,  sank 
at   once    into    6ft.  of    water.     "  Now,"  said 
I,  "  although  your  phantom  was  not  doomed 
to  be  hanged  after  all,  he  certainly  was  to  be 
drowned  ;  "  but  the  Major  was  not  to  be  so  done. 
From  his  perch  up  in  the  tree  he  could  see  the 
glittering  phantom  deep  down  in  the  water,  so  he 
determined  to  fish  for  him.    With  his  rod  up  in 
the  tree  he  let  down  the  well-weighted  Golden 
Miracle,  and  by  skilful  angling  caught  hold  of  the 
little  branch  in  which  the  phantom  was  fixed,  and 
hauled  it  up  triumphantly.    That  phantom  pike 
slayer  has  more  work  to  do  yet. 

The  rain  was  still  pouring,  or,  rather,  driving 
before  the  gale.  I  went  home,  and  left  them  to 
further  devices. 

An  hour  or  two  later  the  Major  turned  up  with 
a  6-pounder  and  two  smaller  pike,  making  in  all 
seventeen  of  these  destructive  brutes  for  two  days' 
work. 

Easter  Tuesday.— li  a  south-westerly  gale  is  bad 
for  our  water,  a  north-westerly  is  worse.  It  finds 
its  way  into  every  nook  and  corner;  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  away  from  it.  This  being  my  last 
day,  I  made  a  final  effort  to  get  a  fly  on  the 
water,  but  up  to  lunch  time  nothing  came  of  it. 
Fishermen  cannot  control  the  weather  ;  they 
must  take  it  as  it  comes,  and  always  look  for 
better  luck  next  time.  I  do  not  complaia;  far 
from  it.  I  came  here  with  a  bad  cold,  and  nov/ 1 
am  quite  well,  and  equal  to  any  exertion  befitting 
one  of  the  ancients. 

It  seems  but  yesterday,  and  yet  it  must  be  ten 
or  twelve  years  since  our  old  friend,  the  doctor,  first 
drove  me  and  the  Major  over  to  this  river.  Ah  ! 
what  a  pleasant  time  we  had  here  in  those  days. 
What  a  sumptuous  luncheon  he  used  to  provide 
for  us  in  the  dulce  domum  under  the  blooming 
May  tree ;  what  jokes  he  used  to  crack ;  he  had 
long  since  retired  from  active  practice,  but  he 


used  to  call  on  his  way  here  on  several  of  his  old 
patients,  just  to  cheer  them  with  his  genial 
presence  ;  his  pockets  were  usually  crammed  with 
sweets,  and  every  child  on  the  road  knew  him, 
and  looked  out  for  a  pat  on  the  cheek  and  a  lump 
of  barley  sugar. 

At  that  time  he  was  hale  and  hearty,  and 
wielded  a  rod  as  heavy,  it  seemed  to  me,  as  a 
weaver's  l)eam,  with  as  much  satisfaction  as  I  can 
now  wield  a  6oz.  split-cane  "  Leonard."  Then  he 
was  just  the  same  age  as  I  am  now.  He  is  still, 
I  am  happy  to  believe,  in  vigorous  health,  and  as 
far  on  the  high  road  for  ninety  as  I  am  for 
eighty.  Bat  he  is  now  residing  too  far  away  to 
come  here  to  fish.  May  he  live  long,  and  continue 
to  read  his  Fishing  Gazette,  and  so  learn  how 
warmly  he  is  still  held  in  remembrance  by  his 
(so  to  say)  heirs  and  successors  on  this  pleasant 
water. 

The  M.ijor  finished  up  his  Easter  fishing  with 
seven  more  pike,  all  lured  by  that  wonderful 
battered  old  Bed  Phantom. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


A  RECORD  DAY  WITH  THE  SALMON 
IN  NORWAY. 


My  Dear  Sam, — True  to  my  word— as  the 
needle  to  its  point — I  now  sit  down  to  give  the 
promised  account  of  some  of  our  fishing  in 
Norway,  which  I  hope  may  inspire  you  with  the 
desire  to  vi-ib  that  delightful  country,  whose 
people  and  scenery  possess  great  fascination  for 
its  visitors.  The  people  are  simple  and  kind,  and 
the  scenery  unique  and  splendid. 

Well,  first  of  all,  I  must  give  you  an  idea  of  the 
nature  of  the  country  in  which  our  river  was 
situated.  We  landed  at  Bergen,  and  proceeded 
thence  by  rail  to  our  fishing  quarters.  For  sixty 
miles  we  travelled  through  the  most  lovely 
scenery,  the  railway  skirting  our  river  aU  the  way, 
and  in  many  places  we  looked  down  into  it  out  of 
our  cai'riage  windows.  The  construction  of  the 
railway  is  a  wonderful  specimen  of  successful 
engineering,  carried  out  under  very  great 
difficulties. 

During  the  whole  sixty  miles  between  Bergen 
and  Bulken  we  passed  through  fifty-two  tunnels 
of  more  or  less  length,  all  cut  through  the  solid 
rock.  The  hills  on  either  side  towered  over  our 
heads  to  the  height  of  many  thousand  feet, 
covered  for  the  most  part  with  magnificent 
wooding — pine,  birch,  and  all  of  it  natural  wood- 
ing—and here  and  there  interspersed  with  most 
beautifiU  waterfalls  several  hundred  feet  high. 
In  many  places  the  rocks  towered  to  an  immense 
height,  divested  of  any  wood,  and  in  the  distance 
presented  the  appearance  of  old  and  ruined 
castles  and  other  grotesque  forms.  At  several 
points  on  our  route  the  fiords  came  into  our  river, 
and  we  observed  along  their  edges  the  seaweed  in 
great  abundance. 

These  fiords  are  a  great  di-awback  to  the  fish- 
ing, for  therein  the  salmon  collect  and  remain  to 
rest  for  a  considerable  time,  until  later  on  in  the 
season.  Here  and  there  these  are  of  considerable 
area,  and,  though  adding  to  the  beauty  of  the 
scenery,  are  inimical  to  the  salmon  fishing. 

We  proceeded  to  the  head  of  our  river — the 
river  Evanger,  fed  by  a  large  lake,  six  miles  long, 
and  there  we  put  up  at  a  most  comfortable  and 
picturesque  hotel  on  the  shore  of  the  lake.  The 
river  was  low  when  we  arrived ;  but  after  a  short 
time  we  had  some  rain,  and  we  soon  had  plenty 
of  water,  and  looked  forward  to  good  sport,  as  we 
knew  the  river  was  full  of  fish. 

I  must  tell  jou  a  peculiarity  of  these  livers. 
No  matter  how  heavy  the  rain,  they  still  preserve 
their  clearness,  and  the  greater  volume  of  water 
is  the  only  difference  observable.  The  water  is  of 
such  crystal  clearness,  we  could  see  in  the  large 
and  deep  pools  salmon  of  251b.  to  401b.  swimming 
about,  and  all  their  movements  perfectly  visible. 

And  now  I  must  give  you  an  account  of  a 
record  day's  fishing  in  the  river  Evanger.  Most  of 
the  fishing  was  harling  fishing,  though  there  were 
half  adozensplendidpiecesof  fly  water.  Theharling 
is  done  from  boats.  The  two  men  who  fish  sit  in 
the  bow,  each  having  a  rod,  the  boatman  sits 
behind  and  manages  the  boat,  slowly  crossing 
from  side  to  side,  and  each  time  of  recrossing 
allows  the  boat  to  glide  down  a  little  lower,  so 
that  the  baits  shall  cover  new  ground  each  time 
of  transit,  these  always  remaining  30ft,  to  40ft,  ' 


'  ahead  of  the  bow  of  the  boat.  These  boatmen 
are  most  skilful  in  their  management  of  the 
boats,  even  in  water  of  the  most  diflBcult  and 
rapid  kind.  We  were  a  party  of  five,  and  generally 
fished  in  pairs.  On  the  day  whose  record  I  am 
now  going  to  give  you,  my  companion,  Mr.  L., 
and  self  commenced  fishing  at  12.15  o'clock,  the 
river  being  in  first  rate  order  after  two 
days'  rain.  The  morning  was  bright  and 
breezy.  Mr.  L.  was  fishing  with  a  17ft.  rod,  and 
I  with  a  small  lift,  rod,  made  by  Prickman,  of 
Exeter.  We  had  not  been  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
fishing,  when  Mr.  L.  shouted  out,  "I  have  got 
one,"  and  away  whizzed  the  reel,  and  the  fish  ran 
down  river  with  a  steady  run  for  about  80yds. 
These  words  had  scarcely  cooled  on  the  air  when 
I  got  into  a  good  fish,  too,  and  we  were  both  play- 
ing our  fish  together.  The  order  was  given  to  the 
boatman  to  put  to  shore,  and  which  he  did  as 
quickly  as  possible,  we  both  coaxing  our  'fish  to 
come  along  with  us.  They  both  fought  hard  and 
gallantly,  and  all  was  going  well,  when,  alas  !  a 
most  unavoidable  mishap  took  place.  Our  lines 
now  crossed,  and  our  buoyant  spirits  sunk  fathom 
deep  in  dismay.  Nevertheless,  we  still  held  on  to 
our  fish,  and  as  we  neai-ed  the  shore  we  had  the 
good  luck  to  get  our  lines  separated  a  few  minutes 
before  we  got  the  fish  close  to  the  bank.  We 
landed  our  fish  almost  simultaneously,  but  as  the 
boatman  was  helping  Mr.  L.  to  unhook  his  fish, 
which  weighed  22ib.,  I  was  obliged  to  play  my  fish 
for  about  ten  minutes  longer,  till  the  boatman  was 
ready  to  gaff  mine.  This  was  then  soon  done,  and 
a  231b.  fish  was  then  safely  landed.  In  helping 
the  boatman  to  get  out  the  hook,  the  fish 
gave  a  violent  lash  with  its  tail,  driving 
the  triangle  into  my  middle  finger.  I  luckily 
had  my  penknife  with  me,  and  speedily  per- 
formed the  painful  operation  of  cutting  it  out. 
Then,  when  the  wound  was  bound  up,  we 
recommenced  our  fishing  not  very  far  from  where 
we  captured  our  first  fish.  After  about  twenty 
minutes  I  got  into  another  fish,  and  landed  him 
after  a  good  fight — a  201b.  fish.  No  sooner  had 
we  again  commenced  fishing  a  little  lower  down 
the  river,  than  Mr.  L.  hooked  another,  and  landed 
a  fine  fresh  run  fish  of  201b.  All  our  fish  were 
fresh  run  and  in  fine  condition.  By  this  time  it 
was  a  quarter-past  1  p.m.,  so  that  in  one  hour  we 
bagged  four  fish  weighing  841b. 

Having  breakfasted  early,  we  now  moved  down 
to  the  water  we  next  purposed  fishing,  and  then 
lunched ;  and  having  restored  exhausted  Nature, 
and  fortified  it  with  some  grog  and  a  pipe,  we 
recommenced  work  about  3  o'clock  p.m.    The  day 
now  changed  a  good  deal,  becoming  dark,  and 
the  fresh  breeze  and  sunshine  of  the  morning  had 
now  left  us.    Our  spirits  now  fell  in  the  direction 
of  zero.    In  the  next  hour  and  a  half  Mr.  L. 
caught  a  nice  grilse  of  41b.,  and  I  caught  two 
grilse,  each  weighing  4lb.  and  61b.  respectively. 
We  now  proceeded  to  fish  a  long  piece  of  river, 
the  water  very  deep  and  still,  with  precipitous 
banks  on  each  side,  but  a  good  current  rimning 
through  it.    This  place  we  knew  held  very  heavy 
fish.    We  fished  almost  the  whole  of  it  without 
getting  a  rise  ;  but  as  we  got  near  to  the  mighty 
fall  at  the  end  of  it,  I  got  into  a  fish  which 
I  soon  knew  was  a  very  heavy  one.    Mr.  L.  at 
once  i-eeled  up,  and  we  made  for  the  bank  rapidly, 
and  landed  close  to  a  huge  rock  close  to  a  small : 
creek.    Mr.  L.  got  out  of  the  boat  first,  I  still 
playing  my  fish  from  the  boat ;  but  as  soon  as  I 
landed,  my  fish  ran  under  a  big  rock,  and  no  per- 
suasion of  mine,  gentle  or  its  opposite,  would 
move  him.    The  rock  under  which  the  fish  got 
was  at  the  side  of  the  river,  and  close  to  where 
our  boat  lay.    I  then  got  immediately  into  the 
boat  again,  and  we  pushed  out  into  mid-stream, 
and,  after  considerable  tugging,  got  the  fish  into  ] 
deep  water  once  more.    Mr.  L.  remained  on  the  ■ 
shore.    The  boatman  then  advdsed  that  we  should 
go  upstream  to  the  only  other  good  landing  place, 
but  the  distance  to  that  was  appalling,  for  it  was 
a  good  ten  minutes'  row  to  it.    I  thought  it  best 
to  follow  his  advice,  and  so  hung  on  to  my  fish, 
varying  the  monct  joy  with  sundry  fights,  tiU  we 
got  to  a  level,  low,  gi  a- sy  bank,  where  at  length  we  . 
landed  a  splendid  251b.  fish.  We  then  returned  to 
Mr.  L.,  whom  we  had  left  for  a  considerable  time  on 
the  lonely  rock,  and  who  used  some  very  unparlia- 
mentary language  on  our  again  taking  him 'into 
the  boat.    We  now  decided  to  wend  our  'Way 
homewards,  and  accordingly  we  proceeded  to 
make  for  our  railway  trolley,  awaitijig  us  at  no 
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great  distance,  upon  which  we  then  packed  all  our 
wordly  goods — rods,  fish,  and  baskets — lit  our 
pipes,  and  made  for  home,  distant  about  three 
miles,  at  the  rate  of  eighteen  miles  an  hour.  Thus 
ended  our  record  day,  which  we  closed  by  a  good 
supper  and  copious  libation,  poured  out  on  our 
hoi>es  of  future  success. 

I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  with  this  yarn.  I 
have  kept  it  free  from  all  bosh,  and  given  you  an 
unvarnished  history  of  a  very  happy  day  upon  the 
Evanger  river,  which  we  hope  to  revisit  this 
coming  summer,  and  gather  fresh  materials  for 
another  yam. — From  yours  ever,  W.  S. 


THE  VOCATIONS  OF  SOME 
ANGLERS. 


The  new  edition  of  that  most  useful  work 
'•'"Who's  Who"  contains  brief  life-histories  of 
aboiat  7000  men  and  women  who  have  achieved 
distinction  in  various  walks  of  life.  A  large 
number  of  them  responded  with  no  little 
candour  to  the  editor's  invitation  to  state 
their  favourite  recreations.  A  classification  of 
these,  undertaken  by  the  writer,  shows  that  out  of 
a  possible  total  of  two  or  three  thousand  no  less 
than  370  well-known  people  find  a  pleasure  in  the 
gentle  art.  This  number  places  angling  fourth  in 
order  of  popularity  amongst  the  intellectual  and 
leisured  classes,  the  relaxations  that  stand  higher 
on  the  list  being  cycling,  shooting,  and  golf,  while 
it  is  followed  longo  intervallo  by  hunting,  cricket, 
and  boating. 

A  further  analysis  reveals  some  interesting  facts 
with  reference  to  the  main  professions  from  which 
the  fisher  is  drawn.  In  order  of  importance  the 
numbers  stand  thus  :  Academic,  52  ;  literary,  48  ; 
legal,  43 ;  army,  38 ;  art,  24 ;  titled  persons,  24 ; 
church,  22;  landowners,  19;  medicine,  16;  civil 
service,  15  ;  commerce,  14 ;  navy,  14 ;  politics,  12  ; 
stage,  9  ;  music,  9 ;  engineering,  4  ;  various,  7. 

It  win  thus  be  perceived  that  the  classes  which 
recruit  the  river  bank  are  predominantly  those 
whose  life  is  more  or  less  sedentary,  and  that  the 
active  professions  lend  less  aid  to  the  cult  of  the 
worm.  A  few  examples  in  each  class  will 
not  be  without  an  interest  to  the  brotherhood 
at  large. 

Amongst  professors  and  scholars,  for  instance, 
one  may  note  the  names  of  geologists,  like  Prof. 
Boyd  Dawkins  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Hudleston  ; 
mathematicians,  like  Mr.  Peter  Lang ;  surgeons, 
like  Sir  Felix  Semon  and  Prof.Teo ;  headmasters, 
like  those  of  Loretto,  Eastbourne,  and  Rossall ; 
historians,  like  Dr.  Bright  and  Mr.  Bryce ;  educa- 
tionists, Hke  Sir  George  Kekewich  and  Mr.  Airy  ; 
Grecians,  like  the  Rev.  Lewis  Campbell  and  Prof. 
Jebb  ;  botanists,  like  Mr.  M.  C.  Cooke  and  Dr. 
Scott,  of  the  Kew  Museum  ;  nerve  specialists 
like  Dr.  Ferrier;  the  author  of  "Father  O'Flynn," 
Sir  William  Huggins  the  astronomer,  Sir  Edward 
Frankland  the  water  analyst. 

In  the  literary  and  journalistic  world  the 
anglers  include  the  Poet  Laureate,  Mr.  Robert 
Buchanan,  Mr,  William  Black,  Mr.  R.  D.  Black- 
more,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Mr.  Rider  Haggard, 
Mr.  Alfred  Harmsworth,  Mrs.  Kennard,  Mr. 
Rudyard  Kipling,  Mr.  Andrew  Lansr,  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  "  John  Bickerdyke  " 
(C.  H.  Cook),  Sii-  Edward  Lawson,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Massingham,  Mr.  Henry  Norman,  Mr.  Penderel- 
Brodhurst,  Mr.  Eden  Phillpotts,  Gen.  Lew. 
Wallace,  and  the  author  of  "  Made  in  Germany," 
the  editor  of  the  Schoolmaster,  and  the  editor  of 
the  Quarterly  Review. 

Legal  anglers  are  scarcely  less  numerous  and 
distinguished.  Lord  Justice  Collins  and  Mr. 
J ustice  Kekewich  are  of  the  numbeiV  'with  Mr. 
Arnold  Morley,  the  Hon.  Gilbert  Coleridge,  Judge 
Emden,  the  Marlborough-street  magistrate,  Mr. 
Justice  Madden,  Judge  O'Connor  Morris,  Mr. 
Justice  North,  Sir  Charles  Tapper,  Mr.  Lawson 
Walton,  the  Queen's  solicitor,  the  Chief  Justice 
of  Manitoba,  and  the  Recorder  of  Preston. 

Soldier  fishers  include  Capt.  Armstrong 
(now  editor  of  the  GloU),  Col.  Chermside,  Sir 
Andrew  Clarke,  Col.  Gardner,  Sir  George  Greaves, 
Sir  Daniel  Lysons,  and  Major-General  Wood. 
The  artists  provide  Mr.  John  Charlton,  Mr. 
Ernest  Crofts,  Mr.  H.  W.  B.  Davis,  Mr.  Lucien 
Davis,  Mr.  C.  W.  Furse,  Sir  F.  S.  Haden,  Mr. 
Colin  Hunter,  Mr.  G.  P.  Jacomb-Hood,  Mr. 
Teend  King,  Sir  James  Linton,  Mr.  Phil  May, 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mr.  Linley  Sambourne  (of  Punch),  and  Mr.  Henry 
Woods. 

There  are,  of  course,  many  members  of  the 
peerage  who  practise  the  angling  art  besides  those 
who  are  wUling  to  declare  the  fact,  such  as  the 
Duchess  of  Bedford,  Lord  Henry  Bentinck,  Sir 
Richard  Bulkeley,  Lord  Cavan  and  Lord  Cromer, 
the  Earl  of  Denbigh  and  Lord  Glenesk,  Lord 
Gordon-Lennox  and  the  Marquess  of  Granby, 
Lord  Lamington  and  the  Lord  Steward  of  the 
Queen's  Household,  Lord  Wandsworth  and  Earl 
Poulett.  Nor  should  one  omit  the  names  of 
Malcolm  of  PoltaUoch,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  Sir  Arthui-  Hickman,  Sir 
Roper  Lethbridge,  Sir  George  Dallas,  Sir  James 
Fergusson,  Sir  John  Forrest,  Sir  Courtenay 
Boyle,  Sir  V.  Kennett-Barrington,  and  Lord 
Bagot. 

Besides  the  doctors  already  mentioned,  there 
are  Sir  Joseph  Fayrer,  Sir  William  MacCormac, 
Sir  William  Priestley,  Sir  WUliam  Roberts,  Dr. 
Lawson  Tait,  Sir  George  Brown,  the  veterinary 
surgeon,  Mr.  Tomes,  the  dental  surgeon,  and 
Sir  J.  B.  Take. 

In  City  circles  it  will  sufiice  to  mention  Sir 
Charles  Cayzer  and  the  Hon.  Evelyn  Hubbard, 
Sir  Samuel  Montagu  and  Capt.  M'Grigor. 
Amongst  naval  men  one  might  single  out  Capt. 
Acland  and  Admiral  Hay,  Admiral  Hopkins, 
Vice  -  Admiral  Kennedy,  Sir  Michael  Oulme 
Seymour,  and  Sir  William  Houston  Stewart. 

The  Church,  not  inappropriately,  contributes 
its  share  to  the  roll,  which  includes  the  Very  Rev. 
Dr.  Cameron  Lees,  Canon  Maccoll,  Canon 
Rawlinson,  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  the  Rev. 
Mark  Guy  Pearse,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  the 
Rev.  S.  J.  Stone,  the  Bishop  of  Swansea,  and 
Canon  Brooke. 

Amongst  politicians  one  finds  the  names  of  Mr. 
Henry  Gladstone  and  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Caine  and  Mr.  Geoffrey  Drage,  Sir  John 
Edwards-Moss  and  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tennant  and  Mr.  Wanklyn. 

The  actors  include  Mr.  George  Giddens  and  Mr. 
George  Grossmith,  Mr.  Seymoiir  Hicks  and  Mr. 
Kendal,  Mr.  Fred  Kerr  and  Mr.  Cyril  Maude. 

Music  adds  Mr.  Bispham  and  Sir  Frederick 
Bridge,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cummings  and  Mr.  Edward 
German,  Mr,  George  Henschel  and  Mr.  Barton 
M'Guckin.  Amongst  the  rest  it  wUl  suffice  to  add 
Sir  John  Wolfe-Barry  and  Sir  T.  Salter  Pyne, 
Prince  Ranjitsinhji  and  Mr.  Scott-Montagu. 

These  examples  show  by  the  force  of  statistics 
how  widespread  is  the  angling  interest,  and  how 
various  are  the  occupations  of  which  it  is 
recognised  to  be  the  most  wholesome  and 
delightful  relaxation.  E.  G.  H. 


NOTES  FROM 
KIRKBRIDE'S  NORTHERN  ANGLER, 
OR  FLY  FISHER'S  COMPANION.* 
{Continued  from  page  258.) 

The  Thorn  Fly.— This  fly  is  made  in  the  spider 
or  hackle  way,  and  is  a  capital  killer  on  Ullswater 
and  the  different  lakes  of  Cumberland  and  West- 
morland. It  is  of  the  beetle  kind,  and  outside 
wing,  or  shell,  being  of  a  dark  brown,  and  the 
inside  wing  of  a  light  blue  colour.  It  is  to  be  seen 
in  the  latter  end  of  May  and  June.  The  body  is 
made  very  full,  with  a  copper-coloured  peacock 
harle ;  a  fine  black-listed  red  hackle  must  be  run 
round  the  head,  and  pressed  well  down  ;  tie  with 
purple  silk.    Hook,  No.  6  or  7. 

The  Bee  Fly.— The  tail  must  consist  of  a  tag  of 
orange  mohair;  the  body  must  be  dubbed  with 
black  mohair,  or  worsted,  and  ribbed  with  gold 
thread,  with  a  black  hackle  over  all ;  the  wings 
may  be  of  a  fine  blea  feather  from  the  jay's  wing. 
Hook,  No.  5. 

The  Wa$2}  Fly.— This  fly  is  made  with  a  gold- 
coloured  mohair  body,  which  must  be  ribbed  with 
gold  thread,  and  a  copper-coloured  peacock  harle, 
and  hackled  with  a  black-listed  red  hackle ;  the 
wings  may  be  taken  from  the  quill  feather  of  a 
jay's  wing.    Hook,  No  5. 

The  Light  Mallard  Fly.— This  fly  is  made  with 
a  body  of  light  yellow  mohair,  ribbed  with  gold 

*  Kirkbride  waa  a  fishing  tackle  maker  and  practical 
angler.  His  book  is  based  on  Best's  work,  with  additions 
and  improvements,  and  the  dressings  of  flies  given  are  as 
a  rule  excellent— infinitely  better  than  many  of  the 
modern  stock  "  shop  patterns."— R.  B.  M. 
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thread  or  plait,  and  hackled  with  a  fine  red 
hackle  from  a  game  cock ;  the  wings  are  of  the 
light  mottled  feather  from  the  wild  mallard. 
Hook,  No.  4,  5,  6, 

Hir  H.  Davy's  Lake  Fly. — The  tail  consists  of 
one  of  the  smallest  feathers  from  the  crest  of  the 
golden  pheasant ;  there  is  a  tip  of  gold  plait  at 
the  tail,  and  two  turns  of  black  ostrich  harle ;  the 
body  is  of  light  yellow  raw  silk,  and  ribbed  with 
silver  plait  or  thread  ;  a  fine  brightginger  hackle  is 
run  up  by  the  side  of  the  tinsel  to  the  butt  of  the 
wings ;  the  wings  are  composed  of  a  small 
butterfly  feather  from  the  neck  of  the  golden 
pheasant,  and  a  small  yeUow  feather  from  the 
back  of  the  same  bird;  these  two  feathers  are 
laid  on  by  the  side  of  each  other,  and  stand  erect 
on  the  back ;  on  each  side  are  tied  two  strands  of 
green,  two  of  blue,  one  of  red  macaw's  feathers, 
two  of  brown  mallards,  and  two  of  teal's  feathers ; 
and  lastly,  a  small  bright  blue  feather  from  the 
back  of  a  kingfisher  is  tied  on  each  side,  and  a 
turn  or  two  of  black  ostrich  is  put  round  the 
head.    Hook,  No.  5  or  6. 

The  Landrail  Fly.— The  body  is  of  a  bright 
orange  silk  or  mohair,  and  tipt  at  the  tail  with 
gold  plait ;  a  jet-black  hackle  is  run  over  it  up  to 
the  butt  of  the  wings ;  the  wings  are  from  a 
quill  feather  of  the  landrail.    Hook,  No.  5,  6,  7. 

The  Waterloo  Fly. — The  tail  must  consist  of  a 
small  feather  from  the  crest  of  the  golden 
pheasant ;  the  body  of  crimson  floss  silk,  ribbed 
with  silver  plait,  with  a  black  hackle  over  all ;  the 
•wings  must  consist  of  four  fine  blue  feathers 
from  the  kingfisher,  put  on  whole,  and  placed  by 
the  side  of  each  other ;  round  the  head  must  be 
wrapt  two  or  three  turns  of  black  ostrich  harle. 
Hook,  No.  5  or  6. 

I  must  now,  gentle  reader,  conclude  my  little 
book,  and  I  hope,  although  I  cannot  exclaim  with 
the  poet— 

Nor  shall  the  funeral  Tyre  consume  my  fame, 
that  thou  wilt  consider  me  at  least  an  honest 
angler,  inasmuch  as  I  have  freely  disclosed  the 
arcana  of  my  art. 

Nothing,  indeed,  have  I  withheld  from  thee. 
That  I  have  not  written  well  on  our  favourite 
theme,  thou  wilt  blame  me  not ;  for  I  am  but  a 
poor  tackle-maker,  and  could  not  attempt  to 
describe  the  pleasure  of  angling,  as  these  are,  as 
thou  well  knowest,  of  the  purest  kind.  No  one, 
indeed,  could  explain  the  feelings  and  sympathies 
of  a  warm  heart,  acted  upon  by  the  impulses  of 
Nature.  That  thou  mayest  long  enjoy  those 
pleasures,  gentle  reader,  it  is  my  most  sincere 
wish.  Betake  thyself,  then,  to  the  clear,  sparkling 
stream,  when  the  lark,  "  the  herald  of  the  morn." 
tunes  her  soft  lays  on  high,  and  vernal  airs  fill 
every  grove,  while 

Universal  Pan, 
Knit  with  the  Graces,  and  the  Hours  in  dance, 
Lead  oa  the  Spiing. 

(Finis.) 


NOVEL  METHOD  OE  TRANSPORTING 
FISH  ALIVE. 

"  A  NEW  method  of  transportation  for  live  fish 
from  seaports  into  the  interior  has  just  been 
patented  by  a  Danish  fish  dealer,  P.  H.  Lohman,  of 
Copenhagen,"  says  the  Philadelphia  Record,  "and 
the  system  is  so  simple  and  yet  so  perfect  that 
one  wonders  why  it  has  never  been  thought  of 
before.  The  inventor  had  a  number  of  large 
bags  made  of  waterproof  material,  strong  oilcloth 
appearing  to  give  the  best  results.  These  bags, 
after  being  filled  with  water  and  the  fish  to  be 
sent  inland,  are  laced  at  the  top  and  either 
suspended  in  the  cars  from  hooks  in  the  roof  of 
the  car,  or  from  folding  frames  taking  almost  no 
space,  and  allowing  the  close  hanging  of  these 
bags,  so  that  there  is  but  little  movement  between 
the  bags.  They  may  also  be  set  upright  along- 
side each  other,  but  suspension  has  been  found 
to  be  preferable,  particularly  for  long  distances. 
Several  transports  of  fish  made  over  long  distances 
have  shown  the  splendid  features  of  the  new 
system,  for  the  fish  arrived  in  excellent  condition 
after  a  sixteon-hour  ride. 

Our  fish  breeders,  fishing  tackle  makers,  and  all 
who  have  to  transport  fish  alive,  might  find  it 
worth  while  to  make  some  experiments  in  this 
novel  method  of  transpoi-ting  them.  Some  years 
ago,  after  noticing  how  dace  suffered  from  being 
bumped  against  the  sides  of  bait  cans  when 
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travelling  by  rail,  &c.,  I  suggested  that  it  might 
be  a  good  plan  to  have  the  interior  compartment 
which  you  lift  out  when  you  want  to  get  a  bait 
made  of  canvas,  stretched  on  a  frame,  with  a 
little  space  between  it  and  the  outside  holder  of 
zinc.  In  this  way  the  fish  could  not  be  bumped, 
as  the  canvas  would  intervene ;  rows  of  eyelet 
holes  round  the  sides  and  bottom  would  allow  the 
water  to  pass  thi-ough,  as  in  the  present  perforated 
zinc  inner  holder.  R.  B.  Marston. 


EXPERIENCES  OF  LOCH  FISHING. 


As  the  time  for  fly  fishing  for  trout  is  rapidly 
drawing  near,  and  men  begin  to  look  forward  to 
their  annual  holiday,  a  few  lines  on  the  above  may 
not  be  unacceptable  to  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  may  be  the  means  of  inducing  some 
who  have  hitherto  confined  their  operations  to 
stream  fishing  to  try  in  the  coming  summer  some 
Irish  or  Scotch  loch. 


OvEEscAiG  Hotel,  by  Lairg,  SrinERLANDSHiKE,  N.B. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL,  SUTHERLAND. 

This  hotel  is  a  long  way  from  London,  but 
stiU,  if  we  can  believe  reports  that  have  come  to 
us,  it  is  about  as  good  a  fishing  centre  as  can  be 
found.  Mr.  Duncan  Mackey  gives  a  long  account 
of  the  fishing  advantages  he  can  give  his  visitors. 
There  are  very  few  better  fishing  spots  in 
Scotland  than  the  Sutherland  Highlands  for 
fishing,  and  we  hope  that  our  hint  as  to  hotels 


Most  anglers  prefer  stream  fishing.  There  are 
advantages  and  disadvantages  in  both.  In  river 
fishing  there  is  more  exercise  for  the  legs,  and 
there  is  a  keen  pleasure  in  mere  physical  exertion 
to  those  who  are  strong.  In  stream  fishing  there 
is  more  interest  and  skill  in  choosing  one's 
ground— casting  behind  this  large  stone  or  under 
that  shady  bank,  and  guiding  the  fly  to  just  where 
the  ripples  meet,  and  where  one's  experience 


over  the  ripples,  and  a  grand  transformation 
scene  passes  before  the  eyes  as  the  mountain  sides 
are  seen  from  a  continually  shifting  point  of  view, 
who  will  say  that  loch  fishing  is  characterised 
by  sameness  and  dulness  ?  Sport  on  a  loch,  it  is 
true,  is  more  uncertain  than  on  a  river,  and  there 
are  more  bad  days;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
fish  are,  on  the  average,  both  larger  and  finer 
than  river  fish.  I  know  it  is  heresy  in  some  com- 
pany to  say  so,  but  such  is  my  experience,  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  to  be  the  experience  of 
most  men.  Trout  of  the  Loch  Leven  variety  are 
to  be  found  in  not  a  few  of  our  Scotch  lochs,  and 
in  many  in  which,  owing  to  peaty  water,  the  skin 
is  very  dark,  the  flesh  is  red,  and  of  first  rate 
quality  for  the  table. 

To  my  mind  the  chief  disadvantage  in  loch 
fishing  is  its  uncertainty.  While  on  a  good 
stream  one  can  usually  make  a  fair  basket  with 
some  form  of  lure  at  some  period  of  the  day, 
there  are  days  on  lochs  when  no  one  can  make  a 
decent  basket,  loch  fishing  being  moi-e  dependent 
on  the  weather.  Sometimes  I  hare  known  four 
or  five  good  anglers  fail  to  basket  a  single  fish. 
If  a  man  go  to  the  Highlands,  he  must  make  up 
his  mind  for  blank  days,  and  a  good  many  other 
days  of  poor  success. 

Let  me  give  some  of  my  own  experiences  in  the 
month  of  J uly  last  season.  I  may  preface  my 
remarks  by  saying  that  it  was  a  particularly  un- 
favourable season,  being  dry  and  hot,  and  that  I 
was  unfavourably  circumstanced,  being  miles 
away  from  the  nearest  loch,  and  unable  to  choose 
my  own  day  and  hour.  I  fished  four  lochs,  and 
shall  give  a  sketch  of  representative  days  on  three 
of  them. 

Loch  No.  1  is  a  considerable  sheet  of  water, 
being  over  two  miles  in  length  by  nearly  one  and 
a  half  in  breadth,  and  situate  just  on  the  edge  of 
the  Highlands,  with  some  cultivated  land  on  one 
side  and  mountain  and  moorland  on  the  other. 
The  ground  all  around  being  peaty,  the  water  ia 
decidedly  dark;   but,  nevertheless,  most  of  the 
trout  fell  victims  to  very  dark  flies.    Having  met 
the  keeper,  by  arrangement,  early  in  the  day,  I 
arrived  at  the  side  of  the  loch  with  just  a  doubt 
in  my  own  mind  as  to  the  chance  of  success,  or 
even  the  possibility  of  going  out,  because  of  the 
stiff  breeze  which  had  sprung  up  since  I  left  home. 
The  keeper,  a  timorous  man,  counselled  delay,  and 
we  sat  down  on  a  rock  to  wait  for  the  wind  to 
moderate.    Instead  of  going  down,  however,  it 
increased  in  force,  and  was  soon  blowing  half  a  gale, 
so  that  we  were  obliged  to  take  shelter  behind  a  hut 
of  mud  with  thatched  roof,  in  which  dwelt  an  aged 


and  trout  fishing  may  be  found  useful  to  many 
readers  who  are  anxious  to  try  their  luck  with  our 
old  friend,  S.  fario. 


Maelog  Lake,  Hotel  and  Golf  Links,  and  Sea  Coast. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  TY-CROES 
(R.S.O.,  ANGLESEY). 
Mr.  Cottrell,  proprietor  of  the  above  hotel 
sends  us  an  account  of  the  fishing  advantages 
he  can  give  to  visitors.  "We  have  not  been  there 
but  judging  from  Mr.  Cottrell's  accounts,  and 
Irom  what  we  have  heard  from  his  visitors,  the 
Maelog  Lake  Hotel  is  certainly  a  place  which 
anglers  anxious  for  good  sport  should  visit. 


teaches  a  trout  will  rest  in  the  easy  water; 
whereas  on  a  loch  one  casts  here  and  there  over  a 
wide  area  of  water,  with  nothing  to  guide  one  to  a 
likely  spot  except  previous  knowledge  of  the 
nature  of  the  bottom  and  the  depth  of  water. 
But  I  am  sure  loch  fishing  has  charms  of  its 
own,  greater,  perhaps,  than  those  who  have 
confined  their  attention  to  a  river  are  wiUing  to 
admit.  It  is  in  itself  a  great  pleasure,  admitted 
by  most  people,  to  be  out  in  a  boat  on  the  waters 
of  a  large  lake  in  the  warm  summer  days. 
Nowhere  can  the  scenery  be  enjoyed  to  greater 
advantage,  or  the  benefit  of  the  cool  breezes  ba 
more  keenly  felt.    While  the  boat  dances  men-ily 


and  crusty  Highlander,  whose  duty  it  was  to  look 
after  the  boats ;  suspected  of  poaching,  there  was 
no  love  between  him  and  the  keeper,  whom 
nothing  would  induce  to  enter  the  house  and  sit 
by  the  fireside.  "  The  shentleman  micht  gang  in 
himsel',  but  he  would  smoke  his  pipe  in  the  fresh 
air."  Here  then  we  sat  and  shivered  the  live-long 
day,  until  my  dog-cart,  which,  unfortunately,  had 
been  sent  home,  returned  to  take  us  away.  Thus, 
day  No.  1  ended  without  my  having  wetted  my 
line.  ' 

On  the  second  occasion  I  was  more  fortunate. 
Starting  on  a  warm,  sunny  morning,  about  9  a.m., 
I  arrived,  after  our  drive  of  six  miles,  in  time  to 
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commence  operations  before  eleven.    While  the 
boy  put  up  the  horse  at  a  croft  near  the  loch,  I 
was  getting  ready,  and  with  as  Uttle  delay  as 
possible  we  set  ofE  for  the  opposite  side,  where  the 
best  feeding  grounds  are.    A  peculiarity  of  this 
loch  is  that,  while  over  a  considerable  part  of  it 
the  water  is  deep  and  the  trout  white  fleshed  and 
soft,    over    another    large    area  of  shallower 
water  the  trout  are  red  fleshed  and  of  excellent 
quality.    (Question:  If  colour  depend  on  food, 
why  do  not  all  the  trout  frequent  the  best 
feeding  ground?)    Our  destination  was  a  small 
island,  largely  frequented  by  sea  gulls  in  the 
breeding  season,  round  which,  and  up  and  down  a 
small  bay  beyond,  we  spent  most  of  the  day.  A 
strong  breeze  having  sprung  up  from  the  south- 
east raised  such  waves  that  very  soon  I  found  it 
difficult  to  stand  in  the  boat ;  but  this  helped  to 
counteract  the  efEect  of  the  scorching  sun,  and  so 
give  me  a  better  chance  of  success.  Occasionally 
the  fish  rose  fast,  but  were  not  easily  hooked.  At 
other  times  nearly  an  hour  would  pass  without  a 
rise.    By  fom-  o'clock  I  had  basketed  twenty-six 
trout,  running  from  about  4oz.  to  nearly  lib.  in 
weight,  most  of  them  over  ^Ib.    Another  day  my 
experiences  were  similar,  except  that  I  fished  for 
a  shorter  time,  and  had  only  eighteen  trout,  but 
slightly  heavier  than  the  former.    I  was  told  that 
the  loch  contained  some  very  large  trout,  and  was 
prepared  at  any  time  for  the  rush  of  a  monster, 
but  saw  none.    I  did,  however,  succeed,  in  hook- 
ing something  big,  but  saw  it  not.    It  did  not 
come  with  a  rush,  but  sucked  my  tail  fly  down  in 
the  calmest  manner^  and  when  I  least  expected  it. 
Then  there  was  a  sudden  swirl  in  the  water, 
followed  by  a  steady  pull,  which  made  the  line 
spm  through  my  fingers  at  a  rapid  rate.  Suddenly 
he  turned,  and  made  straight  for  the  boat,  but 
passed  alongside  of  it,  and  shot  straight  ahead, 
with  some  thirty  or  forty  yards  of  line.    A  friend 
who  accompanied  me  called  on  the  boatman  to 
follow,  and  away  we  went.    He  had  not,  how- 
ever, pulled  many  strokes,  when  the  fish  stopped 
dead.     Having  approached  within  1.5yds..  we 
waited  events.   After  about  ten  minutes  patient 
waiting,  my  friend  satirically  remarked  that  I  was 
fast  m  the  bottom.    The  bottom,  forsooth  I  Had 
I  not  a  fish  ?  And  did  I  not  feel  him  tug,  tugging, 
away  at  the  line  as  the  boat  rose  and  fell  on  the 
waves        After    fui-ther    waiting,  however,  I 
suggested  that  we  might  draw  a  little  nearer. 
Having  done  so,  we  found  that  I  was  fast,  not, 
indeed,  on  a  rock,  but  in  a  mass  of  weed,  amon<» 
the  roots  of  which  my  bob  fly  had  caught  as  the 
trout  swam  through  near  the  bottom  of  4ft.  or  6ft 
of  water.    Needless  to  say.  in  trying  to  clear  it 
the  fane  gut  (one  of  Hardy's  finest  natural)  broke, 
and  I  was  left  lamenting,  minus  fish,  cast,  and  flies 
Whether  that  identical  trout  is  floating  around 
that  bush  of  weed  to  the  present  day  this  history 
presumeth  not  to  relate.    Certain  it  is  that  I  took 
my  departure  in  no  enviable  mood,  but  slightly 
consoled  by  the  fact  that  I  had  a  good  121b.  of  trout 
m  my  creel  and  the  flattery  of  the  old  Highlander 
who  came  down  as  usual  to  meet  the  boat  and 
take  up  the  oars,  thus,  after  the  manner  of  Celts 
earning  a  tip  with  as  little  trouble  as  possible. 

(To  he  continued.)  Scot. 


HAEDY'S  '^SILEX"  REEL. 
In  our  notice  of  the  admirable  reel  which 
Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  the  North  British 
Works,  Alnwick,  have  recently  put  upon  the 
market,  it  was  wrongly  printed  the  "  Simplex." 
Of  course  it  should  have  been  the  "  Silex." 

Fishing  on  the  Upper  Invee.— Out  readers 
will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  W.  Wallace,  of  the 
Inchnadamph  Hotel,  Sutherland,  N.B.,  has  secured 
the  salmon  fishing  on  the  Tapper  Inver  river  until 
the  end  of  July. 

De.  W.  Pugin  Thornton,  of  Canterbury,  is 
lying  senously  ill  as  the  result  of  a  dog  bite  he 
sustained  whilst  endeavouj-ing  to  separate  two 
large  dogs  which  were  fighting  in  Canter- 
bury Barracks.  One  of  the  animals  sprang 
at  the  doctor,  and  severely  lacerated  his  arm 
betore  it  could  be  got  away.  Blood  poisoning 
supervened,  although  every  care  was  taken  in 
dressing  the  wounds,  and  the  report  yesterday 
was  that  Dr.  Thornton's  condition  is  serious.-- 
btandard,  April  14.  [We  are  glad  to  hear  since 
trom  our  old  angUng  friend  that  he  is  much 
better.— Ed.  Fishing  Qnzette.} 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

STRAY  CASTS. 

The  man  in  the  street  would  naturally  be  dis- 
posed to  divide  predatory  creatures  into  three 
classes,  and  as  a  fairly  useful  working  classifica- 
tion there  is  much  to  be  said  for  it.    We  have 
those  fierce  carnivora  of  earth  and  air  and  water 
that  make  the  living  and  vigorous  their  chosen 
quan-y  and  prey;  then  there  is  the  wretched 
carrion  eaters ;  and,  finally,  a  class  intermediate 
between  the  two.    But  it  will  not  do  to  push  this 
too  far.    In  the  presence  of  severe  privation  the 
very  lion  or  falcon  wiU  forget  what  is  due  to  the 
noble  traditions  of  his  order,  and  meanly  batten 
upon  offal,  even  as  gi-eat  Antony  himself,  in  his 
extremity,  did  eat  "strange  flesh"  in  Gaul.  As 
tor  the  degi-adation  developed  by  captivity,  we 
shall  pass  it  by  with  silence  and  a  tear  merely ; 
and  who  can  behold  the  sun-gazing  eagle  on  his 
cage  perch,  chewing  a  piece  of  cat's  meat  out  of 
his  noble  claw,  without  at  least  showing  some 
little  emotion  at  such  a  humiliating  spectacle  P 
And  desperation  will  also  nerve  the  mean.  The 
toul  vultui-e.  in  extremity,  will  face  the  wounded 
hind,   or  fiercely  try  to  rob  her  of  her  pre- 
matui-ely  born  fawn,   while  the  falcon  itself 
towering  in   its  pride  of  place,  has  been  by 
the  mousing  owl  hawked  at  and  killed,  fit  horror 
to  toreshadow  a  noble  king's  approaching  mid- 
night murder.    And  so,  on  the  whole,  it  may  l)e 
sately  said,  perhaps,  that  the  last  or  intermediate 
class  includes,  at  least  at  certain  times,  aU 
predatory    creatures  whatever.     Death  before 
dishonour  sounds  well,  but  it  does  not  always 
come  off  when  no  one  is  looking  on.    A  hawk,  too, 
will  attach  himself  to  a  man  after  snipe,  and  go 
tor  a  wounded  bird  almost  within  shot,  and  one 
cannot  help  thinking  at  such  times  that  if  the 
creature  could  always  get  some  one  to  do  half  its 
hunting  for  it  in  this  labour  saving  way,  it  would 
never  think  of  exhausting  itself  in  the  pui-suit  of 
a  bird  in  full  vigorous  life. 

And  so  with  the  fish  we  commonly  call  pre- 
datory They  love  a  soft  thing.  Tour  pike  will 
live  and  hunt  as  pike  do,  so  long  as  he  niust,  but 
give  him  wounded,  crippled  fish  which  he  can 
capture  without  much  effort  or  difficulty,  and  you 
win  his  gratitude  for  ever.  In  the  course  of  an 
hour  you  shall  kill  half  a  dozen  pike  on  as  many 
poor,  feebly  struggling  minnows,  while  during  the 
same  half  hour  not  one  of  the  lively  free  minnows 
in  the  water  has  bsen  valiantly  chased  and 
captured  by  a  pike,  though  hundreds  of  the  lazy 
rascals  are  lying  around  all  the  time. 

Yes;  your  pike  loves  a  soft  thing  dearly,  just 
like  the  rest  of  us,  and,  like  us,  he,  too,  pays 
dearly  for  it  at  the  hands  of  his  gods.  You 
present  him  with  a  thing  of  painted  metal  or 
cunningly  devised  skin  fabric,  which  you  call  a 
spinning  bait,  and  the  loafing  savage,  although 
doubtful   enough   about   it,  cannot  resist  the 
temptation  of  having  a  snap  at  it,  since  it  is  so 
obviously  in  difficulties,  and  will  prove  an  easy 
prey.    And  so  he  dies,  even  as  other  mortals  do, 
lured  on  by  fatal  fascinations,  which  they  more 
than  half  suspected  all  the  time  were  fatal.  The 
pike  should  have  hunted  honestly  in  open  field,  and 
earned  a  frugal  sufficiency  by  strenuous  toil  and 
ready  alertness,  not  weakly  yielded  to  the  easeful 
temptations  of  strange  bye-ways,  where  secret 
dangers  lurk,  and,  therefore,  we  shall  not  pity  him. 
But  in  sober  earnest,  is  not  this  fatal  facility  of 
capture  the  secret  of  more  than  half  the  angler's 
success  with  artificial  lures  of  all  sorts  and'with 
all  kinds  of  fish  ?   While,  in  another  way,  it 
explains  how  in  the  free  animal  world  scarcely 
anything  is  allowed  to  die :  and  the  river  otter 
may  be  seen  dragging  to  bank  the  enormous  and 
formidable  looking  but  half  moribund  fish,  which 
but  a  few  days  before  he  would  not  have  dared  to 
tackle.    Yes  ;  what  a  horrible  epitaph  is  that  of 
the  /era?  naturx  generally  :  "  Torn  to  pieces  and 
eaten  when  in  extremis,  according  to  law."  Was 
it  not  Tennyson  who,  looking  at  these  things, 
cried  out  that  Nature  was  red  in  tooth  and  claw  ? 
Anyway,  I  prefer  my  own  epitaph,  as  given 
above;   and  should  further  like  to  ask  what 
becomes  of  the  charge  of  cruelty  levelled  at  the 
angler  when  his  pastime  is  indii-ectly  a  means  of 
deliverance  from  this  hideous  and  certain  doom  ? 
You  put  a  fish  out  of  life  and  suffering  ia  some 
four  to  five  minutes  at  the  most,  and  thus  save 
him  from  being  eaten  alive  piecemeal  through 
long  hours  of  hon-id  suffering.    And  yet  there  are 
idiots  at  large  who  call  yoiu-  pastime  a  cruel  one  ! 


All  roads  lead  to  Rome.  Looking  lately  into  a 
paper  called  the  Ladi/s  Pictorial,  I  found  to  my 
surprise  some  excellent  fishing  matter  there,  the 
writer  having  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  inter- 
viewed  Mrs.  H.  N.  Campbell,  who  evidently  has 
had  a  good  time  with  the  fish  on  Lough  Conn. 
One  remark  made  by  this  lady  set  me  thinking. 
"  The  lough,"  she  says,  "  is  large  .  .  .  rough 
and  choppy.  .  .  .  One  should  have  a  fair 
share  of  courage.  I  did  find  it  quite  as  rough  as 
I  liked  sometimes,  and  when  we  found  that  the 
boatmen  could  not  swim,  my  husband  sent  to 
Henley  for  our  lifebuoys;  not  that  they  would 
have  helped  us  much." 

To  me  this  passage  seems,  for  certain  reasons, 
sutticiently  interesting  and  suggestive  to  call  for 
a  word  or  two  in  passing,  and  even  to  merit 
attention  on  practical  grounds  not  too  remote 
from  the  great  question  of  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  Ireland  itself.  But  one  has  to  be 
careful  and  not  hurt  tender  susceptibilities  when 
touching  on  the  subject;  but,  that  rock  avoided, 
we  may  sail  on  safely,  not  without  profit,  let  us 
hope. 

A  considerable  number  of  angling  tourists  who 
visit  Ireland  have  little  or  no  experience  of  large 
inland  waters,   as  England  is,   except  in  the 
Cumbrian  district,  a  practically  lakeless  country, 
and  most  of  our  visitors  are  English.    In  these 
circumstances  it  is  most  natural  and  reasonable 
that  some  of  them  should  feel  not  a  little  uneasy, 
not  to  say  alarmed,  when  caught  in  a  sudden  and 
fierce  gale   on  Conn,  or  Derg,  or  Erne,  with 
nothing  between  them  and  the  worst  except  a 
frail  1.5ft.  boat  and  a  pair  of  oars.    Bat  stiD, 
when  people  feel  unnerved,  it  is  always  because 
they  realise  the  situation,  or  else  because  they 
don't;  and  with  all  due  respect  to  the  inexpe- 
rienced visitor  who  trembles  at  the  gale  on  an  Irish 
lake,  I  venture  to  say   his  alarm  is  altogether 
owing_  to  the  latter  cause,  and  he  is,  properly 
speaking,    apprehensive    of    the  non-existent, 
though  such  apprehension  is  in  the  case  not  at  all 
to    be    wondered    at.     The  truth  is,  anyone 
unfamiliar    with    a    storm    on    a  large  Irish 
lake    will  feel   certain,   when  caught    in  one 
for  the  first  time,  that  his  boat  must  be  swamped, 
and  even  when  she  rides  it  out  he  will  be  inclined 
to  think  his  escipe  was,  after  all,  a  fluke.  Now, 
he  would,  of  course,  be  a  rash  man  who  should 
assure  us  of  absolute  safety  in  any  situation 
whatever  while  here  below.     Here,  as  de  Tabley 
says,  there  is  safety  in  the  grave  alone,  but  as 
near  an  approach  to  actual  safety  as  the  cir- 
cumstances and  surroundings  of  life  offer  to  us 
is  to  be  found  lying  on  your  back  on  the  floor  of 
a  fishing  boat  drifting  across  a  lake  in  a  gale 
which  is_  unroofing  houses.    In  bed  is  all  very 
well,  but  in  such  a  gale  you  stand  a  chance  of  the 
chimney  falling  on  you,  while,  as  for  out  of  doora, 
there  is  the  danger  of  flying  slates,  so,  that  all 
things  considered,  the  open  boat  holds  the  field, 
lu  a  word,  no  empty  boat  of  sound  timbers, 
drifting  before  a  storm,  however  fierce,  has  ever 
been  known  to  fill  or  capsize,  while  with  a  little 
baUast  she  would  be,  if  possible,  safer  and  steadier 
still,  and  a  man  lying  on  the  floor  would  supply 
the  requisite  ballast  admirably. 

That  there  is  really  danger,  and  very  grave 
danger,  too,  sometimes,  in  a  storm  goes  without 
saying,  but  this  opens  up  a  large  chapter,  and 
really  concerns  the  experienced,  and  those  who 
know  far  more  about  the  situation  probably  than 
I  do  myself.  I  merely  speak  to  those  who 
"seeing  the  wind  boisterous  are  afraid,''  and  such 
I  would  fain  try  to  reassure.  As  for  danger  from 
overloading,  losing  your  "  trim  *'  by  standing  up 
or  giving  way  to  panic,  being  driven  on  rocks  or 
rock-walled  deep  coast,  or  bungling  with  sails,  I 
say  nothing.  But  to  those  who  yield  to  fear  at 
the  sight  of  roaring  wind  and  sea,  I  say,  "  Sit 
tight,  and  fear  not ;"  it  is  all  sound  and  fury,  signi- 
fying nothing;  treat  it  with  respect  certainly, 
for  if  you  play  into  its  hands  it  will  show  you 
no  mercy ;  and,  above  all  things,  possess  your  soul 
in  patience.  The  little  craft  in  which  you  sit 
lives  because  it  has  already  lived  safely  through 
the  like  for  generations,  and  it  will  thresh  through 
this,  doubt  it  not,  as  it  has  often  threshed  through 
worse  before."  Yes ;  I  dislike  dirty  weather  afloat 
as  much  as  anyone,  and  am,  constitutionally,  most 
cowardly  in  the  face  of  a  raging  sea :  but  at  the 
same  time,  what  I  have  been  through  myself  on 
Irish  lakes  from  the  time  I  was  "  wi-ecked,"  when 
a  boy,  on  Owel,  tiU  I  was  blown  bodily  off  Ree  in 
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the  fierce  December  gale  of  three  or  four  years 
ago,  and  -what  I  have  learned  from  scores  of  old 
lake  "  tars,"  with  infinitely  greater  experience 
than  myself,  compel  me  to  the  conviction  that 
mere  stress  of  weather  pure  and  simple,  however  for- 
midable,has  never  beaten  and  swamped  a  seaworthy, 
properly  manned  boat  on  any  of  our  lakes,  and 
this  reflection  may  not  be  without  its  consolation 
perhaps  to  others,  as  it  has  been  to  myself,  when 
plunging  through  a  shrieking  squall  on  Mask  or 
Conn.  I  have  no  desire  to  minimise  or  speak 
with  offensive  affectation  of  contempt'  of  real 
risks,  far  from  it,  but  year  by  year  a  distressing 
amount  of  misery  and  fear  is  witnessed  on  our 
boisterous  waters  at  the  presence  of  a  danger 
which  is  wholly  imaginary  ;  and  if  one  could  do 
anything,  no  matter  how  little,  to  lessen  the  sum 
total  of  this,  by  developing  some  feelings  of  just 
and  reasonable  confidence  in  the  sufferers,  one 
would  not  have  lived  in  vain.  Mona. 


FISHING  IN  INDIAN  WATERS. 

(Condnued  from  p.  301,  Vol  XXXV.) 

Part  II. 
THE  MULLET. 

[Mugil  f.eur,  Mugil  cxrules  maculatus). 

In  a  former  article  I  have  spoken  of  the  bahmin, 
or  Indian  salmon,  as  standing  pre-eminently 
forward  as  the  sporting  fish  that  we  get  out  here ; 
but  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  this  that  we  really 
have  no  other.  As  the  bahmin  has  been  compared, 
and  in  my  opinion  justly  so,  to  the  salmon,  so  the 
fish  mentioned  above  may  be  likened  in  many 
ways  to  a  fish  that  has  always  been  a  great 
favourite  with  all  who  follow  the  gentle  art,  viz., 
the  grayling.  This  may  appear  a  very  far-fetched 
idea ;  but  anyone  who  knows  them  both  will,  I 
am  sure,  agree  with  me  in  this  matter. 

27)c  Mullet. — In  appearance  he  is  not  really 
Unlike  the  grayling ;  in  fact,  he  is  as  like  as  it  is 
possible  for  two  fish  of  absolutely  different 
species,  and  inhabiting  different  waters,  to  be ;  in 
their  niggling,  fiddling,  way  of  feeding,  they 
greatly  resemble  each  other,  and  when  once 
hooked,  in  their  manner  of  playing,  or,  perhaps 
one  should  say,  of  fighting  for  their  lives  there  is 
a  very  strong  resemblance.  I  cannot  quite 
remember  now  where  I  once  saw  the  remark,  that 
if  the  trout  was  a  gentleman  stnd  lord  of  the 
stream,  the  grayling  was  as  certainly  a  lady  and 
queen  of  fresh- waters ;  but  no  one  can  fish  often 
for  muUet,  and  catch  them,  without  feeling, 
involuntarily,  what  a  really  nice,  ladylike,  well- 
behaved  fish  he  is.  And  anyone  acquainted  with 
dear  old  Izaak  Walton,  must  recall  to  mind  what 
he  says  about  this  fish :  "  And  therefore,  I  pray 
you,  harken  what  Da  Bartas  says  of  the  mullet "  : 

"But  for  chaste  love  the  mullet  hath  no  peer  ; 
For  if  the  fisher  hath  surprised  her  pheer, 
As  mad  with  wo  to  shore  she  foUoweth, 
Prest  to  consort  him  both  in  life  and  death." 

Such  constancy  as  this  is  more  often  an  attribute 
of  the  female  than  of  the  male,  I  fear. 

I  do  not  know  that  we  have  any  really  fresh- 
water mullet  in  English  waters,  though  there  are 
several  freshwater  species  out  here ;  so  I  presume 
that  our  old  friend  was  referring  to  the  sea  mullet. 
And  I  have  often  noticed  myself,  when  a  fish  has 
been  hooked,  and  is  being  slowly  drawn  in,  that  it 
is  very  often  accompanied  by  its  companions,  and 
not  seldom  you  may  catch  nearly  the  whole  school 
before  those  that  are  left  will  leave.  I  know  this, 
that  I  have  never  caught  mullet  without  having 
forcibly  brought  back  to  me  the  memory  of  many, 
many  happy  days  spent  on  the  banks  of  the  Wye, 
the  Lugg,  and  the  Munnow  after  grayling ;  and 
often  during  the  heat  of  a  really  hot  Aden  day, 
for  instance  (mullet  bite  best  in  the  midday  with- 
out a  breath  of  wind),  have  I  thought  of  the 
pleasant  days  spent  at  home  when  the  country 
was  looking  simply  gorgeous,  with  the  meridian 
splendour  of  its  autumnal  hues,  and  when  to  loaf 
along  the  river  banks,  to  drink  in  the  fresh  and 
creamy  air,  to  enjoy  the  scenery,  listen  to  the  song 
of  the  birds,  to  experience  the  life  blood  racing 
through  your  veins,  in  short,  to  feel  young,  and 
fit,  and  strong,  was  to  live  indeed.  Such  feelings 
come  back  upon  me  very  often  when  growing  old 
out  here  in  exile,  and  one  yearns  for  the  time 
that  has  gone,  for  the  days  that  will  not  return. 

But  to  return  to  our  friends  the  mullet.  I  know 
that  at  home  he  is  considered  difficult  to  catch, 


and  is  always  looked  upon  as  a  very  shy  and  a 
very  wary  fish.  That  very  wariness  seems  to  be 
a  part  and  parcel  of  his  very  nature,  for  even  out 
here,  where  he  is  not  often  troubled  by  the  flash 
of  the  greenheart  wand,  he  is  still  almost,  if  not 
quite,  the  most  difficult  fish  to  get  on  even  terms 
with.  I  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that  he 
enjoys  a  variety  in  his  diet,  and  yet  after  many 
years  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
but  one  bait  which  is  worth  trying,  and  to  which 
he  will  generally  succumb — a  very  simple  bait,  and 
one  easily  obtained  and  as  easily  applied — viz.,  the 
light  brown  crust  of  a  loaf  of  bread. 

There  are,  I  believe,  some  six-and-twenty  species 
of  Mugilidx  in  Indian  waters,  but  many  of  these 
are  freshwater  species,  and  some  are  naturally 
pigmies,  and  never  attain  any  considerable  size ; 
but  in  some  places,  and  notably  in  Aden  and  in 
the  Andaman  Islands,  there  are  some  really  fine, 
portly,  aldermanic  specimens  of  the  species  noted 
above,  and,  granted  you  can  drop  across  them, 
they  are  well  worth  the  tyouble  of  catching.  In 
Aden  the  mullet  is  fairly  common,  and  grows  up 
to  a  length  of  about  3ft.,  and  weighs  anything 
from  lib.  to  51b.,  and  even  71b.  and  81b.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  get  one  over  35lb.  though. 
In  Port  Blair  several  species  are  represented,  but 
there  is  one  that  is  especially  handsome.  This 
fish,  when  first  caught,  has  a  lovely  blue  sheen  on 
the  back  and  shoulders,  and  though  never  so  large 
as  the  Aden  lot,  running  up  to  about  15in.  in 
length,  is  a  particularly  delicate  fish  for  the  table. 

The  modus  operandi  of  catching  them  is 
delightfully  simple.  Send  some  one  down  to  the 
pier  or  rocks,  and  if  they  see  the  fish  about  well 
and  good.  If  not,  then  you  must  try  and  induce 
them  to  show  up.  To  do  so,  get  your  loaf  of 
bread,  and  having  bored  a  hole  through  it,  make 
fast  a  good  long  line  to  it  (linen  thread  is  the 
best),  and  heave  it  out  as  far  as  possible — 30yds. 
or  40yds.,  or  further  if  you  can,  and  then  wait 
awhile.  With  any  luck,  in  a  short  time  you  will 
see  the  loaf  agitated,  and  you  will  hear  a  sort  of 
"  suck,  suck  "  noise.  Tour  friends  are  there,  and 
they  are  quietly  and  quickly  chevdng  away  at  the 
undercrust.  Now  comes  in  the  delicacy  of  the 
operation,  for  you  have  to  try  and  induce  them 
to  come  within  your  reach,  without  frightening 
or  disturbing  them.  Little  by  little — in  fact, 
inch  by  inch — you  gather  in  your  thread,  and  you 
will  find,  if  you  are  not  in  too  great  a  hurry,  that 
you  will  eventually  get  them  to  within  an  easy 
casting  distance  of  where  you  are.  You  will,  of 
course,  be  ready  rigged  up  with  a  very  long  and  a 
light  trace,  made  of  the  finest  gut,  certainly  not 
less  than  4yds.  long,  armed  with  a  small  crystal 
hook,  baited  with  a  piece  of  this  self -same  light 
brown  crust,  and  supported  by  very  small  pieces 
of  cork,  fastened  at  intervals  up  the  trace,  to 
prevent  it  sinking.  When  you  find  them  well 
within  your  reach,  cast  lightly  and  carefully  close 
to  the  loaf,  and  then  ten  to  one,  if  you  have  made 
a  good  clean  cast,  you  will  get  your  reward.  The 
mviUet,  as  I  have  remarked,  is  a  "  niggly  "  feeder, 
and  many  times  you  will  see  your  bait  apjjarently 
in  his  mouth,  and  yet  when  you  come  to 
taughten  up  he  will  qiiietly  let  go,  and  you  will 
find  that  all  this  time  he  has  simply  been  "  pull- 
ing your  leg."  But  there  comes  a  time  when  you 
have  the  '  bulge"  on  your  side.  He  may, 
perhaps,  have  closed  his  lips  a  little  harder  than 
usual  upon  the  crumb,  and  the  hook  has  re- 
sponded to  your  gentle  twitch,  the  barb  has  gone 
home,  and  you  find  yourself  making  the  acquaint- 
ance of  your  finny  friend. 

I  have  not  specifically  mentioned,  but  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  my  readers  have  understood  that 
this  game  can  only  be  played  with  the  finest 
tackle — rod,  reel,  line,  cast,  and  hook  all  on  a 
par;  and  when  once  hooked  you  can  easily 
understand  how  delicate  must  be  the  manipula- 
tion if  you  and  your  friend  are  not  to  part 
company.  For  this  game  I  nearly  always  use  a 
light  single-handed  trout  rod,  made  for  me  by 
F.  M.  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  of  the  pattern  known  as 
the  "Bickerdyke."  It  has  a  long  and  a  short  butt, 
and  is  a  beautiful  handy  little  rod,  and  just  the 
very  thing.  Reel  to  suit  the  rod.  Line,  an 
H.  sized  American  dressed  taper  line,  60yds. 
Trace  of  ordinary  fine  gut,  and  the  hook — well, 
generally  a  round  bend,  size  from  16  to  20 
Milward's  scale,  tinned,  No.  1361,  are  what  I  like 
best. 

This  may  not  sound  very  exciting,  but  it  is 
sui'prising  what  vicissitudes  can  be  experienced 


even  In  fishing  for  mullet,  and  how  very  absorbed 
one  can  become,  and,  alack  and  alas,  how  very 
often  one  manages  to  lose  one's  fish.  A  good 
large  landing  net  is  distinctly  a  sine  qua  non, 
and  the  larger  the  better ;  and  as  this  sort 
of  fishing  is  generally  carried  on  from  a  pier 
or  landing  stage,  your  net  should  have  a 
good  long  handle,  so  that  you  may  experience  to 
the  full  the  benefit  of  not  having  to  bring  the  fish 
too  close  to  the  pillars  or  supports.  Pier  supports 
seem  to  exercise  an  irresistible  attraction  for  a 
hooked  fish,  they  rush  to  them  as  a  needle  to  a 
magnet,  and  when  once  there  it  is  generally  a  case 
of  "  Good-bye,  dear ;  see  you  again  soon,"  as  your 
line  comes  home,  clean  cut  by  the  minute  shells 
and  rough  sea  growth  which  is  invariably  found 
in  these  situations. 

Unlike  the  bahmin,  which  loves  the  rushing, 
tumbling,  broken  water,  mullet  affect  the  still 
and  quieter  waters,  and  are  more  often  found  in 
quiet  bays  near  rocks,  and  also  in  docks  and  wet 
basins  among  the  shipping.  The  best  places  I 
know  are  Aden,  and  Port  Blair  in  the  Andamans, 
Perim  Harbour,  nearly  all  the  bays  and  inlets 
about  Bombay  Harbour,  while  Suez  Roads  and  the 
Suez  Canal  are  simply  full  of  them.  Favourite 
spots  in  Aden  Harbour  are  off  the  Post-office 
Pier  and  the  gunners'  landing  stage.  There  used 
to  be  two  officers  stationed  in  Aden  who  were 
adepts  at  this  class  of  fishing,  one  especially  so, 
who  used  always  to  be  very  successful  among 
the  larger  fish,  and  who  now  has  turned  his 
attention  of  later  years  to  the  bahmin,  chiefly 
through  having  gone  out  with  me  ;  and  I  know  of 
one  occasion  when,  one  day,  a  51b.  fish  was  caught 
from  the  verandah  of  the  present  Aden  club.  In 
Perim  they  are  to  be  had  round  the  landing  pier 
by  the  lighthouse.  In  Bombay  you  will  nearly 
always  see  men  and  boys  fishing  for  them  in  the 
Prince's  Dock,  off  the  dock  walls,  and  in  the  hot 
weather  there  are  a  good  many  to  be  had  in  the 
wet  basins  inside  the  government  dockyard, 

Fred.  Ord.  Gadsden. 
[To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  Ac. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishino 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEFORTS. 
Lower  Thames.-;-GENEEAL  Eemabks.— The  return 
of  another  trout  fishing  season  reminds  me  of  the  olden 
times  when,  under  the  bye-laws  and  regulations  of,  the 
Thames  fishery,  the  commencement  was  made  on  Jan.  26, 
but  by  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  it  was  not  recog- 
nised before  April  1 ;  and  I  can  remember  the  circum- 
stance when  Eastertide  came  on  during  the  cloeing  days 
of  March.  In  djference  to  the  wishes  of  several  of  the 
trout  anglers,  the  committee  kindly  waived  their  recogni- 
tion, and  permitted  the  commencement  a  few  days  earlier, 
so  as  to  make  the  river  available  for  the  holiday  season. 
In  my  usual  angling  reports  I  intimated  to  the  anglers 
they  would  be  permitted  to  make  a  start  on  Good  Friday, 
and  at  that  time  there  were  those  ready  to  make  a  com- 
plaint to  the  conservators  and  accusing  me  of  the  viola« 
tion  of  the  bye-laws  by  giving  tlij  permission,  although  I 
give  it  ia  the  name  of  the  committee.  The  board,  in 
reply,  informed  the  writer  there  was  no  violation 
of  the  bye-laws,  as  it  was  then  legal  to  begiu  on 
Jan.  26,  and  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  were  only 
relaxing  their  own  rule  as  tj  the  commencement.  When 
the  new  bye-laws  were  mada  for  the  upper  Thames,  after 
coining  into  their  hands,  the  conservators  made  the  trout 
fishing  season  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  April ;  the 
committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  then  asked  the  board  to 
assimilate  that  time  to  the  lower  portion,  which  was 
acBordingly  done.  Looking  forward  to  the  next  general 
fishing  season,  there  is  every  reason  to  bslieve  the  river 
will  be  teeming  with  fish.  My  good  old  friends,  Mefsrs. 
T.  and  A.  Stroud,  of  Suubury,  during  the  last  week  have 
taken  out  of  a  ditch,  which  runs  froai  Suobury  to  Wey- 
bridge,  thirteen  buckets  of  fish,  and  put  them  safely  in  the 
Thames,  and,  iu  their  opinion,  they  add  :  ' '  There  are  more 
fish  at  Sunbury  this  year  than  they  have  ever  Eeea,"  and 
this  is  generally  believed  to  be  the  cise  iu  all  parts  of  the 
lower  Thames.  The  action  of  Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud 
in  referencs  to  the  ditch  is  very  commendable,  and 
will  be  appreciated  by  the  anglers.  The  dace  have  now 
done  spiwninjT,  and  are  drofp'ng  down  again.  There 
was,  however,  another  shift  of  those  fish  this  last  week  at 
Teddington,  and  it  is  safe  to  affirm,  in  the  expsrience  of 
the  oldest  fisherman,  tht  ra  has  been  a  larger  body  of  dice 
gone  up  than  has  ever  been  known  before.  Nothing  has 
yet  been  seen  of  the  ova  of  parch,  doubtless  owing  to  the 
cold  nights.  And  now,  as  regards  the  trout,  there  hag 
not  been  much  done,  which  has  generally  been  the  case  in 
the  Easter  holiday  season,  through  the  immense  traffic  of 
pleasure  boats,  as  inaugurating  the  opening  of  the  summer 
period.    The  head  riverkeeper  states  during  his  visits  on 
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the  river  he  has  not  heard  of  any  fish  being  taken.  In 
the  report  of  William  Milbourne,  from  Hampton  Court,  he 
says  that  a  gentleman  at  the  end  of  last  week,  fishing  from 
the  weir,  creeled  one  of  4Jlb.  in  good  condition  ;  and  Mr, 
Nevill,  of  Esher,  got  one  of  IJlb.,  which  was  put  back 
again.  John  Keene,  writing  from  Datchet,  states  :  "  The 
water  being  very  clear  and  the  cold  nights  have  kept  the 
fish  down,"  and  he  has  only  had  two  fish  so  far — one  of 
31b.,  which  was  returned,  and  another  of  3  Jib. — B. 

(Datchet). — River  still  very  low  and  bright.  The 
wind  has  been  so  very  rough  it  has  been  almost  impossible 
to  get  about.  A  couple  of  rare  good  fish  ran  at  my  bait 
just  outside  here  by  my  raft,  did  not  touch  it.  This  after- 
noon I  caught  two  trout — one,  in  fine  condition,  31b. ; 
another,  41b.,  poor  fish,  put  him  back.    Had  a  third  run. 

— Gr.  L0MSDEN. 

  (Lechlade,  &c.). — During  the  Easter  holidays  a 

number  of  anglers  tried  their  luck  hereabouts,  but  the 
weather,  except  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Sunday,  was 
very  bad,  strong  sciualls  of  wind  and  rain  prevailing  nearly 
all  the  time.  A  few  small  trout  were  taken  spinning  and 
live  baiting  with  bleak  and  small  dace,  the  best  I  have 
heard  of  at  present  being  one  of  51b.,  taken  near  Lower 
Inglesham. — Eamblee. 

—  (Windsor  District).— Very  rough,  cold  winds 
have_  kept  the  trout  down.  The  only  fish  taken  in  this 
district  coming  under  my  notice  was  one  of  2^1b  ,  by  Mr. 
Harry  Stinton,  of  Eton.  Warmer  winds  and  rain  much 
needed,  I  have  lean  given  the  whereabouts  of  three  good 
fish,  but  my  informants  all  claim  a  fee  if  the  fish  are 
caught.  My  last  "information  fee,"  resulting  in  the 
capture  of  a  fish  of  7|lb.,  cost  me  half-a-crown,  but  since 
then  prices  have  gone  up.  I  am  now  asked  Ss.  Still, 
reliable  information  should  be  paid  for,  and  if  I  had  the 
time  I  should  most  certainly  wait  on  these  three  fish,  one 
of  which— well,  I  had  better  not  state  the  weight.— 
B.  R.  B. 

Bnre,  (Wroxhani  District).— Angling  has  been 
pursued  with  much  more  success  during  the  holidays.  On 
the  8th,  a  glorious  sunny  day,  with  S.W.  breezes,  induced 
roach  to  feed  vigorously,  and  the  fish  were  of  good  size, 
fome  running  towards  lib.,  and  few  much  below  the  Jib. 
Roach  are  still  in  very  fair  condition,  many  not  being 
appreciably  in  spawn,  and  few  really  markedly  so,  despite 
the  abnormally  mild  season.  Of  perch  fishing  1  have  not 
yet  any  reports,  but  it  should  just  now  afford  sport.  Pike 
are  now  quite  unseasonable,  although  I  much  regret  to 
have  seen  some  rodsmen  still  in  quest  of  them.  At  time 
of  writing  (10th),  weather,  though  excessively  mild,  is  wet 
and  stormy  to  a-  degree,  and  although  the  prospects  for 
actual  fishing  are  good,  it  is  far  from  being  such  weather 
as  would  conduce  to  a  generally  enjoyable  outing.- C.  W. 

T.4.TI,0R. 

Coin  (East  Gloucestershire).— On  Thursday  in  k&t 
week  some  good  sport  was  had  in  the  morning  rise  of  pale- 
viioged  Olive  Dun,  Mr.  Battersby  securing  a  brace  and  a 
half  of  nice  trout,  and  put  several  J-pounders  back.  Mr. 
Rogers  was  out  at  Fairford,  with  sport ;  as  also  was  Mr. 
Meyall,  from  New  College.  On  Good  Friday  trout  rose 
freely  in  several  of  the  reaches,  and  sjme  fair  sport  was 
had.  On  Saturday  the  weather  was  unfavourable  for 
sport.  On  Monday,  in  spite  of  the  wretched  weather, 
there  were  a  lot  of  anglers  out  on  the  hotel  waters  both 
at  Fairford  and  Bibury,  but  sport  was  naturally  very 
small.  On  Tuesday  some  Greshamites  had  sport  on  the 
Fairford  water. — Pan. 

Darenth  (Famingham,  Ejnsford,  &o.).— Taken 
all  round,  we  must  not  complain  of  either  the  weather  or 
the  sport  this  Easter.  The  greatest  drawback  was  the 
strong  downstream  wind,  which  made  dry  fly  fishing  very 
hard  work.  Fish  were  rising  more  or  less  most  of  the 
day,  and  few  anglers  failed  to  secure  a  brace  or  so.  Only 
two  of  my  fish  were  sizeable,  and  they  took  a  Dark  Blue 
Don  and  a  Brown  Gnat.  One  of  the  well-known  old 
stagers  in  the  Lion  water  has  been  having  capital  sport 
with  the  anglers.  Besides  some  success  on  Monday,  he 
has  secured  three  trophies  to  day— two  from  one  angler 
and  a  third  from  another.  They  are  all  Olive  Duns,  and 
the  fish,  if  ever  he  is  caught,  will  be  a  prize  indeed,  and 
render  visits  to  the  tackle  shop  unnecessary.  Prospects 
are  fair  for  the  next  few  days,  though  the  cold  north-wett 
wind  has  hindered  the  rise  to-day.  Some  fish  were  taken 
in  early  afternoon,  but  the  evening  was  too  cold.  The 
water  remains  clear,  in  spite  of  many  heavy  showers. — 
J .  P.  T. 

Derwent  (Matlock  Bath).— River  stUl  thick,  but 
clearing.  Only  worming  possible  this  week.  Wind  cold. 
—Blue  John. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Good  sport  has  been  had 
on  several  lengths  of  the  Dove  this  Easter,  notably  on  the 
Bjrdsgrove.  One  dish  of  five  and  a  half  brace  was  made 
with  the  Cock-winged  Dun  and  Cowdung  Flies  on  Monday 
kst.  jast  below  Mayfield;  and  on  Thursday  last  week  a 
good  bag  was  made  from  the  same  river  just  above  that 
village.  Efforts  were  made  on  Wednesday,  by  the 
Ashbourne  Fishing  Club,  to  cleir  the  Henmore  of  pike, 
when  281b.  weight  were  killed.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— A  number  of  visitors 
were  on  the  moorland  waters  during  the  holidays,  but 
baskets  were  not  large.  On  the  Blackabrook  some  good 
takes  were  made,  but  the  river  on  Saturday  and  Monday 
was  _m  flood,  which  spoilt  sport.  On  Thursday  Mr.  E. 
Distin  killed  a  grand  trout  on  the  higher  waters  at  Totnes 
with  the  fly.  The  fish  scaled  41b,,  and  as  it  is  one  of  the 
largest  caught  below  the  moor  for  some  years  it  is  being 
preserved.  The  same  day  Mr.  Distin's  basket  was  four- 
teen, but  after  a  day's  fishing  on  Friday  he  only  took  six. 

J  ^'  T.Distin  killed  seven  on  Thursday  below  the  weir, 
and  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  six.  Captaia  Whiteley,  who  is  staying 
at  Staverton  for  the  fishing  season,  has  been  securing 
some  fine  fish,  and  the  Buckfastleigh  rods  have  had  fair 
sport.  The  best  flies  are  Half  Stone  and  Blue  Upright, 
balmon  fishing  very  quiet, — Devonian, 


Devonshire  Streams.— The  rains  of  Sunday  and 
Monday  have  improvei  the  rivers,  butthe  spate  interfered 
with  the  holiday  fishing.  However,  some  fair  baskets  of 
trout  were  made.  -  On  the  Otter  a  number  of  fish  were 
taken  with  the  fly,  and  were  in  excellent  condition.  The 
southern  rivers  are  providing  better  sport,  trout  bting 
plentiful.  The  Walkham  is  said  to  be  swarming  with 
fish,  and  over  1000  yearling  trout  {Salmo  fario)  have  been 
turned  into  the  Avon  and  Erme.  These  latter  streams 
are  being  well  patronised,  whilst  a  number  of  visitors  are 
on  the  Dart  just  now.  The  Blue  Uprights  and  Yellow 
and  Blue  Duns  are  recommended.  Most  of  the  rivers  are 
quiet  as  far  as  salmon  fishing  is  concerned.  The  Dart 
s'arted  well,  and  now  a  similar  report  comes  from  the 
Taw  and  Torridge.  Mr.  W.  Tarr,  of  King's  Arms  Hotel, 
Barnstaple,  killed  a  fine  salmon  scaling  28ilb.,  which  he 
landed  after  a  brief  .struggle.  He  also  caught  another  of 
161b. — Devonian. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 
Good  sport  hag  been  had  with  trout  since  the  opening  of 
the  season.  Fish  are  now  in  nice  condition,  and,  although 
the  rivers  have  been  low  and  clear  for  some  little  time 
past,  we  have  just  had  two  days'  rain,  which  will  generally 
improve  matters. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Easter  brought  the  usual  rush  of 
anglers  to  this  neighbourhood,  and  up  to  the  Wednesday 
before  Good  Friday  all  promised  well  for  sport.  After 
this  there  was  a  succession  of  wet  nights,  bringing  in  the 
snow-broth  and  spoiling  to  a  great  extent  both  salmon 
and  trout  fishing.  Some  of  the  local  bait  fishers  made 
good  baskets,  notably  Tom  Parkins,  who  had  101b.  and 
151b.  On  the  6th,  Capt.  Rhodes  killed  a  £sh  of  201b.  at 
Low  House  ;  and  Wm.  Warwick,  keeper,  had  one  of  81b. 
in  the  same  water.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  F.  Sandeman  killpd 
three,  141b.,  151b.,  201b.,  at  Syke  Foot ;  and  Mr.  Donelly, 
one,  141b.,  close  to  Carlisle.  The  river  is  still  a  nasty 
colour,  but  fining  down,  and,  if  rain  keeps  off  ,  should  be  in 
order  to-morrow  (Thursday).— Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Although  there  were  several  anglers 
out  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday,  only  moderate 
sport  was  obtained.  Mr.  L.  Jefferson  grassed  S3ven  brace, 
that  being  the  only  catch  worthy  of  note.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  river  is  in  heavy  flood,  and  the  tideway 
swarming  with  smelt. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  Easter  holidays 
were  very  disappointing.  Good  Friday  was  a  day  of 
bright  sunshine,  which,  added  to  low  water,  made  trout 
fishing  rather  hopeless.  On  Easter  Monday  half  a  gale  of 
wind  sadly  tried  the  temper  of  the  fly  fisherman  up  to 
mid-day,  when  a  steady  downpour  of  rain  sent  him  home 
to  ruminate  on  the  emptiness  of  Bank  Holidays  in  general 
and  Easter  Monday  in  particular.— Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Iiincolnshire,  &c.).— The 
Easter  holidays  have  not  been  of  the  best  from  an  angling 
point  of  view.  Good  Friday  was  very  fine,  but  afterwards 
the  wfather  turned  stormy.  A  few  gentlemen  who  had 
the  entree  to  private  waters  were  at  work  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  but  no  great  results  are  reported.  Flies  are 
very  scarce,  and  bottom  fishing  has  been  best.  The  death 
of  the  Marquis  of  Exeter  is  greatly  deplored  by  angleis  in 
this  district.  His  lordship  was  well  known  at  Deeping  St. 
James. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  Easter  holidays 
proved  stormy,  and  were  not  very  enticing  for  the  holiday 
angler.  Some  few  tried  their  luck  on  the  waters  below 
Retford,  but  t:oat  were  evidently  off,  as  scarcely  any 
captures  were  mentioned.  Trout  waters  in  the  upper 
district  were  allowed  quietness.  Flies  are  very  scarce,  and 
waters  very  low. — L. 

Lark  (Icklingham,  &c.).  —  The  trouting  season 
opened  here  on  April  1  under  favourable  conditions.  It 
was  a  very  thick  morning.  I  was  early  about,  and  was 
fortunate  enough  to  secure  the  first,  a  fine  fish  of  &ilh.  ; 
a  few  smaller  ones  were  taken.  The  pike  proved  very 
troublesome  during  the  holidays  ;  there  were  several 
dozens  of  these  fish  killed ;  Messrs.  L.  and  H.  Best  had 
fourteen.  The  recent  rains  ought  to  improve  sport  with 
warmer  weather  ;  water  rather  low  just  now.— A.  E. 
Kemp. 

Lea. — Just  now,  on  account  of  clcss  season,  and  to 
the  fdct  that  the  trout  fishing  has  not  opened,  there  is 
dearth  of  news  from  this  river.  Few  trout  continue  to 
be  seen,  owing  possibly  to  cold  nights.  River  bjen  low. 
It  is  expected  the  Conservancy  will  issue  new  bait  catching 
licences  when  coarse  fishing  re-opens. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  slightly  stained,  and  have  rose  a  little 
owing  to  the  heavy  falls  of  rain  on  Saturday  and  the 
beginning  of  the  week.  Before  the  rain  the  water  and 
weather  was  suitable  for  fishing,  and  there  had  been  a 
good  few  anglers  out,  who  had  used  the  Blue  Dun,  March 
Brown,  Cowdung,  Palmer,  and  February  Red,  and  some 
good  lots  of  trout  were  taken.  Only  a  few  out  since 
Monday,  but  with  fine  weather  sport  should  b3  good  by 
the  end  of  the  week.    The  Pinley  is  in  order.— (Jwvnne. 

Lugrg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  — 
Weather  very  unsettled.  Rain  on  Monday  caused  rivers 
to  rise  considerably,  bringing  down  very  dirty  water.  They 
are  now  sinking  and  fining,  and,  should  fair  weather 
prevail,  will  he  in  order  by  end  of  week,  A  good  number 
of  rods  out,  with  moderate  sport  on  some  reaches,  very 
little  on  others.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Onny  and  Plowden  Waters  (Salop).— In  spite  of 
these  waters  running  low,  bright,  and  clear  during  the  past 
week,  very  fair  sport  has  been  had  amongst  the  trout  in  the 
club  water,  and  fair  baskets  have  been  made.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  the  hotel  water  near  Craven  Arms.  On  Satur- 
day Mr.  G.  Rogers  had  some  fine  trout,  and  on  Monday 
Mr.  Rowe  (London)  had  a  nice  basket  of  fish.  The  chief 
killing  fly  hitherto  has  been  the  Blue  Dun.  Rain  has 
fallen  the  early  part  of  the  week,  and  has  freshened  the 
water,  and,  with  wind  veering  to  south-west,  good  sport 
may  be.anticipated. — Truth. 


Otter  (Salterton,  Devon), — At  the  present  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday,  April  13)  the  river  is  in  beautiful 
order  for  lly.  Of  late  there  has  been  a  mirked  improve- 
ment ia  the  condition  of  the  fish,  which  now  show  strong 
fight  and  give  capital  sport.  There  is  usaally  a  rise  of 
small  Duns  between  12  and  3  p.m.  The  March  Browns 
are  becoming  very  scaro3.  The  best  lures  are  the  ciuilN 
bodied  floating  flies,  with  blue,  red,  and  olive  hackles,  but 
sunk  flies  may  also  be  used  with  advantage  on  occasion, 
and  the  Blue  Upright  and  Hare's  Ear  are  as  good  as  any. 
The  river  is  freer  from  rods  now  than  it  was  two  or  three 
weeks  ago. — Heron. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorks.)— Easter  holiday 
anglers  have_  bsen  much  disappointjd  in  this  pirt  of 
Yorkshire  owing  to  blustering  winds  and  heavy  rains.  The 
rivers  and  streams  are  now  running  bank  full,  and  very 
little  fiihing  of  any  kind  has  been  indulged  in  since  last 
week-end.  Previous  to  this  everything  was  very 
promising,  and  fly  fishermen  had  been  doing  fairly  well 
both  in  Swaledale  and  the  Rye  valley.  Much  interest  is 
being  taken  in  the  step  lately  taken  by  the  Danby  and 
Lealholm  Angling  Society,  who  have  just  turned  into  their 
portion  of  the  Yorkshire  Esk  a  consignment  of  1000 
rainbow  trout  purchased  from  the  Garstang  Fishery, 
Lancashire. — Ronald. 

Plymouth. — The  welcome  showers  have  arrived,  and 
although  the  weather  has  cleared  up  again,  it  has  done  a 
lot  of  good  to  the  rivers.  They  are  in  a  much  better 
condition  than  they  were  last  week.  Some  good  catches 
have  been  reported  on  the  Dart,  where  the  fish  are  rather 
small,  and  also  from  the  Cad,  Walkham,  and  Tavy.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  generafly  known,  but  it  is  no  harm 
to  mention,  that  fishermen  on  showing  their  tickets  at  the 
booking  offices  can  get  return  tickets  at  a  fare  and  a 
quarter.  This  is  a  concession  we  got  some  years  ago,  and 
it  is  continued  this  year. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  very  large  number  of  excursionists  who  visit 
this  neighbourhood  at  holiday  time  were  welcomed  with 
beautiful  weather  on  Good  Friday,  and  all  thoroughly 
enjoyed  themselves,  especially  anglers  ;  and  some  capital 
sport  was  had  in  all  these  streams,  many  good  pike  and 
chub  being  taken  in  the  Severn,  but  tiout  were  very  shy, 
and  very  few  were  captured.  But  anglers  in  the  Vyrnwy, 
Tanat,  and  Cain  were  more  fortunate,  and  many  very  nio3 
fish  were  taken  in  these  rivers,  and  several  grayling  in 
good  condition  landed  from  the  Tanat.  Although  up  to 
the  present  time  no  salmon  have  been  captured  by  anglers 
in  the  upper  Severn  and  its  tributaries,  the  netsmen  have 
been  very  suoces:ful,  and  several  salmon  have  been  taken, 
the  largest  scaling  231b.  At  present  the  weather  is  stormy 
and  the  wind  cold,  but  the  rivers  are  in  fair  condition  for 
the  fly. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  weather  during 
the  holidays  was  fairly  favourable  for  the  many  wao 
patrom's3d  the  water  side.  The  trout  season,  commenced 
here  on  the  Isv,  opaned  fa,irly  well.  Mr.  Jefferies,  of 
Lewes,  while  spinning  on  the  Ouse,  sjcured  five  sea  trout 
and  a  brace  of  brown  trout.  A  brace  of  2ib.  fish  were 
taken  with  minnow  from  the  upper  reach,  n.ar  Fletchiug; 
and  three  and  a  half  brace  by  worming  from  one  of  the 
tributaries.  Three  fish,  of  Ijlb.  average,  were  taken  froin 
the  Pother,  below  Midhurst.  The  Adar  holds  a  few  trout 
in  the  upper  reaches,  and  fish  up  to  21b.  have  been  taken 
from  the  culverts  above  Shoreham.  Club  members  who 
have  the  privilege  of  reaching  on  the  Ouse  have  had  fair 
sport,  and  taken  some  of  the  finest  fish  of  the  season. 
From  Hamsey  Mr.  Pain  had  eleven  roach,  we'ghing  lOlb. ; 
Mr.  Ash,  a  basket  of  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Aslett,  a  chub  of  over 
41b.  from  Isfield.  Three  Lewes  anglers  have  each  secured 
roach  exceeding  21b.  in  weight.  Trout  have  not  been  on 
ths  past  few  days,  but  several  good  fish  have  been  in  the 
upper  reaches.  On  Good  Friday  a  few  smelt  were  taken 
at  the  harbour. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Since  April  1  many  salmon 
have  been  landed  :  one  party  took  two,  and  Mr.  Tarr  had 
two,  one  of  which  scaled  301b.,  and  was  in  pink  of  condi- 
tion, covered  with  the  sea  lice.  Trout  have  not  taken  so 
kindly,  large  catches  being  scarce,  the  waters  being  too 
clear.  "  Trout  are  not  rising"  or  "they  are  scarce,"  is 
the  cry 'of  every  fisherman.  Swallows,  wheatears,  winohate, 
and  many  summer  birds  have  arrived. — RrsTY  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  was 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing,  up  to  Monday,  when,  owing  ,to  heavy  falls  of 
rain  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday,  the  water,  on 
Tuesday  was  slightly  stained  with  surface  water,  which 
will  soon  run  off.  On  Tuesday  a  gale  was  blowing,  which 
made  fishing  diflicult.  Before  Tuesday  there  were  a 
good  few  anglers  out,  using  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown, 
Palmer,  February  Red,  and  Cowdung.  Bottom  fishers 
have  tried  worm  since  the  rain,  and  have  met  with  good 
success.  On  Friday  a  good  dish  of  trout  were  landed 
with  the  Blue  Dun  and  March  Brown.  In  the  water  near 
Steventon  sport  has  been  had  with  the  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury),— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  in  fair  order  for  angling.  The  weather  was 
beautiful  and  fine  up  to  Saturday,  when  heavy  rain  set  ia 
accompanied  by  strong  winds,  and  the  water  on  Tuesday 
was  slightly  stained,  but  it  will  be  run  off  by  the  end  of 
the  week.  A  fair  numbsr  of  rods  have  been  out  during 
the  holidays,  but  sport  has  not  been  good.  A  few  good 
lots  of  trout  have  been  caught,  but  the  change  in  the 
weather  upset  all  prospects  of  good  sport. — Worukster. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  had  a  big  rise  again 
this  week  ;  now  getting  in  order  for  fly  fishing.  The  trout 
fishing  has  been  very  good  on  Mid-Torridge,  at  Sheepwash 
and  Shebbear.  Splendid  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken 
also  at  Woodford  Bridge  and  on  the  Upper  Torridge,  and 
several  salmon  have  been  caught.  Mr.  Ashplant  took  a 
large  kipper  fish  over  191b.,  and  saw  several  others.  A 
gentleman  told  me  he  saw  a  salmon  get  over  the  weir  a 
few  days  since,— Practical  Angiek. 
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Upper  Tamar,  &c.— The  streams  are  in  fine  volume, 
and  some  good  catches  of  trout  have  been  made  by  Mr. 
and  J[is8  Thynne,  Mr.  Topbam,  Mr.  Staiiiton ,  and  others. 
The  latter  gentleman  killed  seventeen  fish  one  day,  above 
the  average  size. — B. 

Withani,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Sport  in  this 
district  is  still  very  quiet.  The  weather  vras  too  stormy 
on  Bank  Holiday,  but  the  rains  will  have  impioved  the 
streams  considerably.  Scarcely  anything  has  been  done 
on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Witham  and  its  kindred 
streams,  owing  to  the  cold  weather.  Flies  and  trout  food 
are  very  scarce,  and  only  bottom  fishing  is  successful. 
Owing  to  the  absence  of  rain  the  Wold  streams  have  been 
extremely  low  lately,  and  very  few  fish  have  come  to 
hand.    We  are  looking  forward  to  improvement. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  Up  to  the 
end  of  last  week  a  fair  average  number  of  anglers,  visitors, 
and  locals  have  been  out  on  both  streams,  but  owing  to 
the  wind  being  so  rough  and  boisterous  it  has  been  diflfi- 
ctiit  to  keep  your  line  on  the  water,  especially  when  dry- 
fly  fishing  ;  very  few  fish  rising.  Not  many  flies  to  be 
seen  at  present  ;  trolling  with  natural  and  artificial 
minnow  has  been  the  most  successful.  The  downpour  of 
rain  we  had  on  Monday  caused  both  rivers  to  swell,  so 
that  bottom  fishing  had  to  be  resorted  to.  However,  it  is 
now  fining  down  ;  if  no  more  rain  falls,  will  be  in  con- 
dition for  the  fly  by  Saturday.— Dottebei. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— Trout  anglers  had  fair  sport 
the  past  week.  Eiver  now  in  flood.  The  minnow  will  be 
the  best  bait  for  the  next  few  days.  Salmon  anglers 
should  do  well  once  the  river  clears. — W.  B.  Kobebts 

Wye  (Derbyshire,  Buxton).— This  river  durirg  the 
past  week  has  been  in  fairly  good  order,  thouijh  the  heavy 
rain  of  Saturday  somewhat  spoilt  it  for  the  holidays. 
Good  Friday  was  a  grand  day,  but  with  rather  too  much 
sun  for  the  angler ;  the  river  was  in  good  order,  and 
several  baskets  of  from  two  to  four  brace  of  trout  were 
taken.  On  Monday  the  river  had  fined  down  after 
Saturday's  downpour,  and  several  rods  were  out,  from  one 
to  two  brace  per  rod  being  taken.  The  fish  are  in  fins 
condition,  strong  and  fat,  and  give  excellent  sport.  They 
feed  best  from  eleven  to  two. — G.  H.  8. 

SCOTCH  BEPORTS. 

Border  Esk.— Sport  during  the  past  week  has  been  at 
a  very  low  ebb,  and  few  catches  have  been  made.  The 
weather  is  still  very  cold  both  in  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale, 
and  many  of  the  local  anglers  have  not  cast  a  line  yet. 
The  sandbank  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  has  been 
gradually  getting  lower  every  tide,  and  Sunday  morning's 
flood  has  all  but  swept  it  entirely  away.  Whilst  spring 
salmon  are  being  seen  in  the  river,  yellow  trout  are  in 
good  condition  for  the  time  of  the  year,  and  some  nice 
specimens  have  been  caught  by  Messrs.  Harriscn  and 
Wylie,  Edinburgh.  Messrs.  Frank  Footell  and  Edmond- 
son,  staying  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Langholm,  have  had 
fair  sport,  the  former  landing  a  fresh  run  salmon,  weigh- 
ing 71b.,  from  the  Willow  Pool  on  Friday;  John  Wylie, 
a  celebrated  local  angler,  acting  as  gillie  on  the  occasion. 
Mr.  Sam  M'Kune  recently  landed  a  fine  new  run  salmon 
■  of  71b.  from  the  head  of  the  Willow  Pool ;  and  on  Friday 
last  the  same  angler  creeled  some  fine  yellow  trout. 
Although  the  river  was  in  heavy  flood  on  Sunday  morning, 
it  is  now  running  rather  thin  for  good  sport  to  be 
expected  ;  indeed,  t\e  sport  so  far  is  much  behind  that  of 
last  year.    Bait  fishing  commences  on  Monday,  May  2.— 

GlLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— On  5th 

inst.,  Col.  Legh,  Bridge  Hotel,  Bonarbridge,  caught  a 
salmon  on  Braelangwell  Lodge  water.  On  6th,  Mr.  John 
Mackenzie,  Carron  Bridge,  on  Mr.  Littlejohu's  rod,  landed 
a  lO-pounder  on  Invercharron  water.  On  7th,  Mr.  James 
Wilson,  on  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland's  rod,  landed  one  of  101b. 
on  Gruinards  water.  On  9th,  Mr.  John  Matheson  landed 
a  9-pounder,  on  same  water;  and  Mr.  R.  M.  Greaves, 
Wales,  fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  one  of 
7ilb.,  on  Braelmgwell  water.  On  9tb,  Mr.  James 
Wilson,  Gruinards,  grassed  two  salmon,  weighing  91b.  and 
101b.  On  Monday,  thij  week,  Mr.  R.  M.  Greaves,  Wales, 
landed  a  fine  salmon  of  181b.  on  Bulwark  Pool,  and  a 
14-pounder  on  Garden  Pool.  As  the  weather  is  now 
improving,  and  fish  running  upwards,  good  spDrt  is 
anticipated. — B. 

Conon  (Conon  Bridge,  Ross-shire).  —  Mr.  St. 
Vincent  Peel,  Wales,  who  has  been  fishing  from  Conon 
Hotel  during  the  past  month,  has  made  a  record  exceeding 
anything  done  by  one  rod  for  at  least  twenty  years  back. 
Fishing  the  Brahan  Castle  water  on  1st  ult.,  he  landed 
two  salmon,  of  71b.  and  81b. ;  on  2nd,  he  had  six  salmon 
91b.,  81b.,  7Jlb.,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.;  on  4th,  a  fi-pounder ; 
on  8th,  two,  81b.  and  6|lb., besides  a  trout  of  31b.  ;  on  9th 
one  salmon,  81b. ;  on  10th,  one,  91b.  ;  on  11th,  one  91b  • 
on  12th,  three,  81b.,  81b.,  and  6|lb. ;  on  15th.  two,  81b. 
and  /^Ib. ;  on  21st,  five  salmon,  91b.,  9Jlb.,  81b.,  7i\h., 
andejlb. ;  on  22nd,  two,  averaging  81b.  each;  on  23rd! 
five,  weighing  91b.,  81b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  CJlb.  ;  on  21th, 
two,  SJlb.  and  G^lb. ;  on  25th,  two,  91b.  and  81b.  •  on  26th 
tour  salmon,  121b.,  9Jlb.,  91b.,  and  7ilb.,  besides  a  trout 
ot  3Jlb.  ;  on  28th  he  grassed  six  salmon,  ranging  in 
*°  •'  °^  29th,  he  had  three,  of 

7i(lb.,  71b.,  and  GJlb. ;  on  30th,  three,  averaging  8^1b. ;  on 
31st,  two,  of  91b.  and  71b. ;  making  a  total  for  the  month, 
by  one  rod,  of  sixty  fish,  aggregating  over  4701b.  On 
Ist  mst.,  Mr.  Mervyn  Peel,  Wales,  fished  the  same  water 
and  landed  three  salmon,  averaging  12l\h.  each  ;  on  6th 
he  had  two,  of  5Jlb.  and  71b.  ;  on  6th,  one  of  CJlb  — B  ' 

Deveron  (Banffshire).- Favourable  weather  was 
experienced  by  anglers,  on  the  whole,  during  the  past 
week,  and  the  water  is  in  fair  condition.  On  the  Mount- 
blairy  section,  on  the  9th  inst.,  a  nice  salmon  of  81b.  was 
grassed.  On  the  Carnoustie  section,  on  the  6th  inst.,  a 
fine  fish  of  SJlb.  was  killed ;  and  on  the  Blairmore  water 
on  the  same  date  a  salmon  of  71b.  was  landed  by  the 


keeper,  Mr.  A.  Gould.  The  hook  used  was  the  Dusty 
MiUer.  On  the  Corniehaugh  section  the  Rev.  S.  Latham 
andpaitybad  181  trcut,  of  the  total  weight  of  1101b.; 
while  Mr.  Walker,  keepar,  grassed  a  fresh  ran  salmon  of 
/lb.  On  the Marnooh  Bridge  seition,  Mr.  A.  B.  Leatham 
had  two  salmon  of  6flb.  and  101b.,  and  eleven  trout 
weighing  61b.  On  the  free  water  of  the  Deveron  at  the 
estuary,  and  on  the  stream  at  King  Edward,  good  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  got,  some  of  the  baskets  weighing  91b., 
and  trout  2ilb.  There  are  a  large  number  of  kelts  on  the 
water,  and  smolt  are  also  very  plentiful,  which  are  some- 
what troublesome  to  anglers.  The  net  fishing  on  the 
river  and  adjac3nt  coast  slightly  improved,  a  dozen  of 
salmon  being  got  in  ens  day. — H.  W. 

Dochart.— Messrs.  Humphrey,  London,  out  fr^ni 
Luib  Hotel,  on  Friday,  had  thirteen  trout,  Clb.  ;  Mr. 
Simpson,  Glasgow,  five  trcut,  l|lb.  On  Saturday,  Mr. 
Simpson  had  thirteen  trout,  3Jlb.  On  Monday,  Mr. 
Humphrey  had  seven  trout,  3ilb. ;  Mr.  Simpson,  ten  nice 
trout.  On  Tuesday,  Messrs.  Humphrey  had  fourteen 
trout,  ejlb.- Donald  M.  Naughton. 

Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— The  foUowingsport 
has  teen  got  on  the  Shin  during  the  past  week  by  anglers 
from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel :  On  4th  inst.,  Mrs.  Farrer 
landed  a  salmon  of  131b.  On  5th,  Mr.  Farrer  < aught  two, 
of  91b.  ani  101b.  ;  and  Mrs.  Jackson,  two,  weighing  81b. 
and  71b.  On  Cth,  Mrs.  Farrer  grassed  two.  of  161b.  and 
171b.  On  8th,  Mr.  Farrer  had  an  S-pounder ;  Mr.  A. 
Farrer,  ens  cf  121b. ;  and  Mr.  E.  Farrer,  two,  weighing 
101b.  and  91b.  On  9th,  Mr.  Farrer  landed  three  salmon, 
weighing  IClb..  61b.,  and  151b.  Tbi)  week  the  weather  has 
much  improved. — B. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— About  four  score  of  trout 
have  been  captured  by  anglers  during  the  past  week. 
Brilliant  sunshine  with  hard,  dry  winds  have  prevented 
anglers  doing  much  with  the  fly,  though  a  number  of  fair 
creels  of  trout  were  secured  with  fly  when  the  weather  was 
at  all  favourable.  On  these  occasions  tioat  rose  freely, 
and  with  the  first  genial  rainfall  good  sport  will,  in  all 
probability,  be  got  with  this  lure.  At  present  sport  is 
much  better  than  it  was  last  year,  while  the  fish  are  of 
larger  size.  The  following  catches  were  effected  since 
Friday  :  Mr.  Young,  Aberdour,  fifteen  trout,  171b.  8oz. ; 
another  angler,  frjm  London  (two  days),  twenty-one 
trout,  221b.  ;  Mr.  Black,  Sheflield  (two  days),  twelve  trout, 
111b.  8oz.;  Mr.  J.  Houghton,  London,  six" trout,  51b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Calvert,  Edinburgh,  four  trout,  41b.  Other  anglers 
had  smaller  catches. — Robebt  Laing. 

Loch  Naver  (Altnaharra,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
Hotel  anglers  have  made  a  very  good  beginning.  During 
the  past  few  weeks  Mr.  Kirkbiide  landed  twenty-four 
salmon,  which  averaged  ll^lb.  each;  while  Mr.  Eraser, 
keeper,  Eea  Clibrick,  landed  twelve  salmon,  one  of  which 
weighed  201b.,  and  the  whole  averaged  about  131b.  each. 
A  number  of  nice  sea  trout  and  brown  trout  have  already 
been  got.— B. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— April  5,  Mr.  Mactaggart,  two 
salmon,  251b.,  171b. ;  Mr.  Wheen,  one,  171b.  6th,  Capt. 
Fmnie,  one,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Wheen,  one,  161b.  7th,  Mr. 
Mactaggart,  one,  161b.  8th,  Mr.  Cutler,  one,  161b.  ;  Mr. 
Mellor,  one,  191b.  9th,  Capt.  Pinnie,  one,  171b. ;  Mr. 
Mellor.  one,  17Ib. ;  Mr.  Attenbrough,  one,  201b.  11th, 
Mr.  Wheen,  one,  251b. ;  Mr.  Cutter,  one,  171b.  12th,  Mr. 
Wheen,  one,  211b. ;  Mr.  Hoole,  one,  201b.— H.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Portingall).  —  Gentlemen  fishing  from  the 
Portmgall  Hotel  had  the  following  spoit  on  the  11th : 
Mr.  J.  Thomas,  Liverpool,  two  salmon— one  161b.,  and 
one  151b.  ;  Mr.  Joannides,  one,  201b.  A  good  number  of 
trout  were  caught  last  week,  all  in  good  condition.  The 
river  is  in  good  ply,  and  many  salmon  to  ba  seen. —Paul 
Macphail. 

Naver   (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.)  .—  The 

following  sport  has  been  got  tiace  last  reported:  On  4th 
inst.,  Mr.  Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  three  salmon  on 
beat  No.  6  ;  Lord  Methuen,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  1  ; 
and  Col.  Willson,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  2.  On  5th, 
Lord  Methuen  grassed  a  salmon  on  No.  2.  The  6th  was 
so  stormy  with  wind  and  rain  that  anglers  ciuld  not  face 
it.  On  7th,  Col.  Taylor,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  a  salmon 
on  beat  No.  2;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  two 
on  No.  3.  On  8th,  Mr.  Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge  ;  Mr. 
Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge;  and  Col.  Willson,  Syre  Lodge, 
had  one  salmon  each  on  beats  2,  4,  and  6  respectively. 
On  9th,  Col.  Willson  caught  a  salmon  on  No.  1  ;  Mr. 
MacCorquodale,  Bettyhill,  four  on  No.  2  ;  another 
angler,  one  on  No.  3;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge, 
a  beauty  of  131b.  on  No.  5.  This  week  the  weather 
settled  down,  and  the  water  getting;  into  good  order, 
excellent  sport  may  be  looked  for. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.  —  Sport  is  steadily 
improving  with  the  favourable  turn  in  the  weather, 
espacially  in  the  higher  reaches.  Overnight  frosts,  how- 
ever, are  too  frequent  t)  ba  acceptable.  On  the 
Braemar  reaches,  Mr.  Barry,  Canmore  House,  caught 
two,  scaling  61b.  and  81b.  respectively;  and  two,  of  71b. 
and  101b.,  on  Lower  Invercauld  waters  ;  while  Col. 
Morland  had  one  of  81b.  on  Upper  Invercauld  section  ; 
Mr.  Howard  Collins,  one  of  8Jlb.,  on  Fife  Arms  water; 
and  Sir  Felix  Semon,  three,  61b.,  6Jlb.,  and  71b.,  on  same 
section  ;  and  Messrs.  Berry  and  Masson,  three,  of  81b. 
each,  on  the  Inver  water.  On  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater 
reaches,  the  Royal  keepers  and  McGregor's  guests  are 
having  good  sport  daily.  On  the  Cambus  O'May 
water,  Mr.  Barclay  has  been  landing  from  two  to 
six  fish  daily,  ranging  from  51b.  to  171b.  On  the 
Glentana  section.  Sir  John  Willoughby  and  Dr. 
Jameson  finished  a  very  successful  month's  angling  on 
Saturday,  the  former  having  run  up  a  score  of  about  sixty 
fish,  and  the  latter  about  half  that  number.  During  the 
past  few  days  of  their  stay  Sir  John  had  seven  fish,  scaling 
151b.,  81b.,  91b.,  101b.,  81b.,  101b.,  and  151b.  ;  and  Dr. 
Jameson  two,  of  20Jlb.  and  lOJlb. ;  while  Mr.  Bulteel  had 
one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  McLeish,  two,  of  61b.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  G. 


Davidson,  two,  of  71b.  and  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Heriot,  one  of 
91b.,  on  the  same  water.  On  the  Dinnet  water,  Mr. 
Thomson  creeled  one  of  91b.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  water, 
Aboyne,  Mr.  Nelson  grassed  one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  Crawshaw, 
one  of  16 Jib.,  one  of  161b.,  two  of  161b.  and  141b.,  and  one 
of  151b. ;  while  Mr.  Scott  had  two,  of  6Jlb.  and  7ilb.  ;  and 
Mr.  Skinner,  one  of  lOlb.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
section  sport  has  not  been  over  rife,  although 
a  good  few  fresh  fish  have  been  got.  On  the 
Borrowstone  section.  Sir  Henry  Merydyth,  Bart., 
creeled  a  fine  fish  of  131b. ;  while  John  Mortimer  had  two, 
of  141b.  and  81b  ,  on  the  Ballogie  section  ;  and  Charlie  Gill, 
two,  of  81b.  and  231b.,  on  the  Sluie  water.  On  the  Wood- 
end  water,  Mr.  Wharton  had  three  before  leaving  on  the 
7th  ;  and  Mr.  Russsell,  three,  on  the  Borrowstone  section. 
On  the  Banchory  and  lower  waters  little  or  nothing  is 
doing.  On  the  Don,  trouting  is  in  full  swing,  and 
good  baskets  are  being  got  here,  as  well  as  on  the  Ythan, 
Ugie,  and  Deveron.  On  the  South  Esk  angling  has 
hitherto  been  very  poor.  Mr.  Smart,  Brechin,  however, 
creeled  a  fine  fish  of  221b.  last  week,  and  others  have  had 
some  good  baskets  of  finnocks.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Heavy  rains  la  re  fallen  over 
the  South  cf  Scotland  since  last  week's  report,  and  the 
rivers  have  been  placad  ia  flood.  On  most  of  the  waters 
on  Easter  Monday  angling  had  to  1)3  abindonsd  on 
aicount  of  the  discoloured  waters.  It  cannot  be  said 
that  the  sport  has  beea  much  better  than  that  previously 
reported  upon  for  some  wetks  past.  Although  a  number 
of  salmon  have  been  showing  themselves  in  the  pools 
this  week,  there  is  just  a  suspicion  that  the  most  of 
theai  were  kelts  on  their  way  down  from  the  spawning 
beds  to  the  Solway.  Those  that  have  been  landed  were 
kelts,  and  were  put  back  to  the  liver.  No  spring 
salmon  have  been  killed  ibis  week,  with  the  exception 
of  one  on  the  Esk,  a  small  one.  The  season  for  spring 
si'moa  on  the  Border  river j  has  been  a  huge  failure 
this  year,  and  the  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  Previouj 
to  the  opening  of  the  Annan,  Nith,  and  other  waters, 
the  weather  was  opsn,  and  the  s'ate  of  the  rivers  for 
fish  running  was  very  favourab'e.  Undoubtedly,  the 
spring  migration  was  past  this  year  a  fortnight  before 
Feb.  25,  when  the  Border  waters  opened  for  rod  fishing. 
Thereafter  the  waters  fined  down,  and  bright  weather 
made  salmon  fishing  out  of  the  question.  Asa  proof  of 
this  it  may  be  remarked  that  only  one  small  run  of  salmon 
has  taken  place  in  the  Solway  nets  since  the  opening. 
Yellow  trout  are  now  in  pretty  fair  condition,  and  a  few 
fair-sized  ones  have  been  hooked  this  week  with  March 
Brown.  In  the  middle  and  higher  waters  a  small  Devon 
minnow  has  proved  effective  as  the  floods  tailed  off,  but  the 
best  lure  of  all  is  said  to  be  the  real  minnow.  On  the 
lochs  the  condition  of  the  trout  is  not  so  forward  as  those 
in  the  rivers.  There  has  been  a  splendid  rise  of  fly  this 
week,  and  the  trout  have  been  feeding  hard.  The  weather 
is  somewhat  unsettled  to-day  (Wednesday),  with  half  a 
gale  of  wind  blowing  fiom  the  south-west.  A  number  of 
pike  have  been  killed  on  the  private  water  of  Mount  Annan 
by  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom.  They  were  taken 
on  live  bait  snap  tackle. — Heathebbell. 

Spey. — The  weather  during  the  past  week  was  good,  and 
sport  fair,  taking  into  account  the  frequent  floodings  of 
the  river.  On  the  Laggan  water,  on  Friday,  Mr. 
McGowao,  Deluabo,  killed  a  salmon  of  251b. ;  and  on  the 
Knockando  House  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Shand,  two, 
of  91b.  and  141b.  ;  while  from  the  Elchies  water,  on 
Monday,  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had  one  of  10 jib. ;  and 
on  Thursday,  one  of  91b.  From  the  same  water,  on  this 
day  week,  Mr.  Cumming,  the  Dowans,  had  two,  of  7ilb. 
and  81b.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
McDiarmid,  keeper,  killed  one  of  20|ll3. ;  and  on  this  day 
week,  Mr.  Park,  from  the  Oraigellachie  Hotel,  killed  two, 
of  61b.  and  71b.— J.  M. 

Stronachlachar  Hotel  (Loch  Katrine).  —  On 
April  8,  Mr.  Ferguson,  fishing  on  Lech  Katrine  for  two 
hours,  caught  five  trout ;  Messrs.  Rankin,  fishing  on  Loch 
Chon  for  about  three  hours,  caught  twenty-three  trout, 
weighing  131b.  3oz.  On  the  9th,  Messrs.  Rankin,  fishing 
on  Loch  Katrine,  caught  twelve  trout,  the  heaviest  weigh- 
ing IJlb. ;  on  Looh  Chon,  Messrs.  Pyle  and  Deans  caught 
eleven  trout,  weighing  4ilb.  ;  and  Messrs.  McLellan  and 
McLaren  caught  twenty-two  trout,  weighing  lUb.  On 
Loch  Chon,  on  the  11th,  Messrs.  Rankin  caught  eighteen 
trout,  weighing  121b.  ;  Messrs.  Pjle  and  Deans  caught 
eleven  trout,  weighing  B^lh.  ;  Messrs.  McLellan  and 
McLaren  caught  eleven  trout,  weighing  5ilb,  On  Loch 
Chon,  on  the  12th,  Messrs.  Rankin  caught  ten  trout, 
weighing  4|lb. 

Tay. — The  Tay  at  present  is  in  flood,  and  sport  will  in 
consequence  be  put  a  stop  to  for  a  day  or  two  until  it 
settles.  Very  good  spart  has  been  got  on  most  of  the 
stretches.  The  trout  have  bsen  rising  well,  and  some  fine 
baskets  have  been  got.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
takes  to  hand  since  last  report :  On  Stobhall  water,  on 
Monday  last  week.  Col.  Phillpotts  had  one  fish  of  161b. ; 
and  on  same  water,  on  Saturday,  one  fish,  171b.  Mr. 
C.  A.  Muiray,  fishing  Taymouth  water  on  Friday,  landed 
three  fish,  making  a  total  of  ten  fish  in  three  days.  On 
Burnmouth  wa'er,  on  Friday,  Mr.  J.  Oldham  killed  a 
salmon  of  251b. ;  and  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis,  one  of  18j^lb. 
Mr.  Stephens,  Aberfeldy,  fishing  same  water  on  Wed- 
nesday, had  two  salmon,  of  81b.  and  101b.  Fishing 
Benchill  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  W.  Fenton  caught  one 
fish,  weighing  321b.  On  Stobhall  water,  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
G.  D.  Stibbard  had  one  sea  trout,  41b.  ;  and  on  same 
water,  on  Tuesday  this  week,  Mr.  J.  Oldham  landed  one 
fish.  Fishing  Lord  Clanwilliam's  Delvine  water  on 
Wednesday  last  week,  Mr.  Charles  Meade  caught 
a  splendid  salmon  of  241b.  ;  and  on  Tuesday 
this  week  a  splendid  new  run  salmon  of  211b. 
Uppeb  Reaches. — Mr.  Scott,  of  Eastortyre,  has  had 
excellent  sport  on  Eastertyre  water.  Last  week  he  landed 
six  splendid  fish,  averaging  from  121b,  to  221b.   Mr.  H.  J. 
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Turner,  fishing  Grandtully  water,  on  Wednesday,  grassed 
seven  fish  :  and  on  Derculich  water,  on  same  day,  Major 
Isaacson  had  three  fish.  On  Easthaugh  water,  on  Satur- 
day, Capt.  F.  Bald  canght  five  salmon.  A  fish  of  l"lb. 
was  landed  from  the  waters  of  Fisher's  Hotel,  Pitlochry, 
on  Tuesday  last  week ;  acd  on  Wednesday  four  fine 
salmon  were  obtained  from  the  same  waters — two,  of  231b. 
and  17ib.  respectively,  by  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie-Ashton, 
Tiverton  ;  and  two,  of  23ilb.  and  131b.,  by  the  boatmen. 
On  Thursday,  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie-Ashton  grassed  one  of 
l/Jlb.  ;  and-Mr.  R.  Thomson,  one  of  251b.,  on  the  Hotel 
water.  On  the  Tammel,  on  Tuesday,  one  of  the  Faskally 
keepers  killed  a  salmon  of  19Ib. ;  and  on  the  same  water 
on  Wednegiav,  Miss  Blanche  Hirst  caught  a  nice  fish  of 
8Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Draw,  one  of  16|lb.  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  fishing  the  Tummel  on  Monday  this  week,  landed 
two  finsfish  of  I'ib.  and  151b.— P.  D.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ardara  (co.  Donegal).— The  Owenea,  Owentocker, 
Bracky,  <i-c.,  are  in  fine  order  for  the  fly,  and  salmon  and 
sea  trout  are  running  freely.  Mr.  W.  M'Nelis,  Ardara, 
has  the  fishings  of  thesa  rivers  to  let ,  this  season. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Baudou  (CO.  Cork). — At  last  the  rain  has  come  and 
.  put  this  river  into  fishing  order.  The  river  as  we  write  is 
very  high,  and  a  good  run  of  salmon  and  trout  are  making 
their  way  to  the  upper  waters.  We  hope  to  have  a  good 
account  from  the  anglers  out  for  the  next  few  weeks. — 
W.  Hayxes  and  Son. 

Black-water  (co.  Cork).— The  river  is  in  bank-high 
flood  as  we  write  from  the  recent  heavy  rain.    It  will  take 
four  or  five  days  to  settle  down  to  fishable  order,  when 
.  excallent  sport  may  be  looked  forward  to.— W.  Hatnes 

AND  Sox. 

Boyne  (ITavan  Section).— Since  my  last  report 
sport  has  been  very  indifferent,  and  the  few  fish  got  have 
.  been  chiefly  caught  by  the  fishermen,  the  various  lessees 
.having  been  away.     On  Ardmulchan,  two;   on  Lower 
Black  Castle,  two ;  on  Uf  par  Black  Castle,  eight ;  and  six 
on  Messrs.  Jamieson's  fishery,  are  all  the  fish  I  can  hear 
of,  the  best  sport  having  been  got  oa  Upper  Black  Castle 
.  by  Mr.  Walter  H.  Wilson,  who,  on  the  llch  and  12th,  had 
four,  of  lOib.,  111b.,  161b.,  and  191b.  Wednesday,  April  13, 
4  p.m. :  It  has  been  raining  heavily  for  some  hours, 
and  there  is  evei-y  prospect  of  a  good  flood. —  Claret 
Fly. 

Biindrowes. — Have  not  heard  of  any  salmon  being 
taken  on  this  liver  since  last  report.  The  river  has  been  in 
high  flood  for  the  past  four  or  five  days,  and  much  dis- 
c  jloured.  Good  sport  \\  ill  be  had  as  soon  as  the  river  begins 
to  get  clear.  Y(  ry  heavy  rain  here  for  the  last  week,  almost 
ine  issantly  night  and  day,  and  s  -ill  raining  heavily  at  time 
of  writing. — M.  Bogax  and  Sons. 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  Corrib  is  yielding  pretty 
good  sport,  and  in  the  past  week  some  dozen  salmon  were 
brought  to  bank.  Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers 
were  Gen.  Dashwood,  Mr.  Eertiea,  Mr.  White,  Col. 
Herries,  and  Mr.  Townsend.— J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Ballinderry  and  Black- 
water  are  in  nice  ply  for  the  fly.  The  weather  this  week 
was  rather  unfavourable,  rain  falling  almost  constantly, 
but  not  heavily. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne. — In  the  early  part  of  ths  past  week  some  trout 
were  taken  on  the  Erne  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  and  friends, 
Irom  Liverpool.  At  time  of  writing  the  river  is  very  high 
and  discoloured. — M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

Imperial  and  Koyal  Hotels  Private  Water.— 
Owing  to  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  the  river  has  been  out 
of  order  for  the  past  week,  consequently,  no  sport.  On 
the  11th.  Mr.  Harvey  hooked  two  fine  salmon,  but  lost 
them.  On  the  12th  he  killed  a  large  pike,  weighing  201b. , 
and  a  few  good  trout  onLorg'i  Conn.— The  Manager. 

Inn^  (CO.  Kerry).— Anglers  are  now  getting  fair 
sport  with  brown  and  pink  trout.  The  water  ia  now  in 
good  angling  order.  Sea  trout  fishing  opens  here  gene- 
rally about  May,  and  salmon  angling  about  a  month 
later.—T.  J.  D. 

Lagan  (Belfast).  —  Except  ooarse  fishing  there 
was  not  much  done  in  the  past  week.  One  fine  pike  of 
211b.  was  killed  on  the  Dromore  reaches  by  a  constabulary 
sergeant.  A  few  head  of|  trout  is  reported  in  the  upper 
waters.— J.  A.  B. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork). — The  much  needed  rain  has  come  at 
last.  The  river,  as  we  write,  is  bank  high,  and  quite 
unfishable,  and  it  is  raining  hard.  When  the  river  settles 
down,  which  it  should  by  about  Fiiday  or  Saturday,  pro- 
vided we  do  not  have  much  more  rain,  splendid  sport  is 
certain.  The  following  have  had  sport  during  the  past 
week  :  G.  H.  Kenriok  and  party,  on  Nettleville  Fishery ; 
J.  Gubbins  and  party,  on  Warrenscourt  ;  F.  H.  Dale,  S. 
Hajnes,  Col.  Broderiok,  getting  from  one  to  six  fish  each. 
Trout  anglers  for  the  past  two  or  three  days  have 
been  making  very  good  baskets.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Longli  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  IS  still  poor.  Daring  the  past  fortnight  only  ten 
salmon  were  had,  all  by  professional  fishermen.  Trout 
fishing  is  improving,  and  sport  next  week  should  be  good 
at  salmon,  as  spriag  fish  are  now  coming  up  in  C3n- 
sequence  of  a  fresh  after  heavy  rains.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur,  co.  Galway.).— Lake 
fashing  has  opened  fairly  well  on  Lough  Mask  and  Lough 
Corrib.  Mr.  Boucher  and  pirty,  from  Bochester,  had 
excellent  sport  for  the  past  few  days.  Mr.  Bonchpr  to 
his  own  rod  killed  seven  trout  (largest,  4|lb.,  2ilb.,  2Jlb 
and  21b.);  Mrs.  Boucher  kiUed  two  nice  fish,  of -lib.  and 
31b.,  on  the  fly.  April  is  one  of  the  best  months  for  the 
Mask  and  Corrib.    Xrouting  on  the  livers  is  pretty  good. 

J .  A .  B . 

Lougli  Melvin.— Mr.  C.  Gallagher  landed  a  fine  fresh 
run  aalmon  of  12|lb.  on  8'.h  inst. ;  Mr.  K.  W.  took 
anothtr  on  same  day  of  101b.  Capt.  C.  E.  Barton  took 
one  salmon  of  lOJlb.  on  7th  insj,    Mr,  J.  Gildfeather 


landed  one  salmon  of  8Jlb.  on  9th  ins".  Mr.  P.  Gilroy 
took  one  of  9Jlb.  on  11th  inst.  On  the  Garrissn  end  of 
the  lake  a  faw  salmon  were  also  talon  by  the  anglers 
staying  there.  Trout  fishing  was  generally  good  during 
all  the  past  week,  the  following  gentlemen  taking  nice 
baskets  of  trout  daily,  weighing  from  61b.  to  111b.  each  : 
Major  Kekewich,  Mr.  E.  B.  Haymin,  Mr.  F.  Broadbant, 
Mr.  Lifsatt,  Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Morgan,  and  others.— M. 
Kogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Brown  trout  angling  is  goad  at  present  on  all  the  above 
water.  The  baskets  had  last  week  contaioed  from  twenty 
to  three  dozen  fish,  running  about  three  to  the  lb. 
August  and  September  are  usually  the  best  months  for 
angling  on  these  lakes,  wh'ch  contain  a  large  supply  of 
game,  though  generally  small  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Since 
last  report,  westerly  winds;  water  clearing  off.  Mr. 
Wilson  landed  some  kelts  during  the  week;  Mr.  Bond 
and  Mr.  Philifs  had  splendid  trout  fishing  at  Eunagry 
Lodge  ;  ard  Mr.  Philips  got  a  spring  fish,  111b.,  list  week. 
Fish  running  pretty  fair  on  the  Moy.— John  Deters 
(Ballina). 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).  —  Weather 
unfavourable  here  for  tie  past  week,  and  some  days  no 
boat  could  live  on  lough  or  river  with  the  high  wind.  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Walker,  four  salmon,  101b.,  lllb.,  lilh., 
141b.;  Dr.  Coites,  one  salmon,  131b.;  Mr.  Philips,  one 
salmon.  121b.  Mr.  E.  Harvey,  while  fpinning  for  salmon 
on  Lough  Conn,  hooked  and  landed  a  101b.  pike  on  a 
small  blue  phantom  and  single  gut  trace.  Trout  fishirg 
fairly  good.  Best  catches  were  made  by  some  anglers 
staying  at  Mr.  Tom  Clark's  hotel,  Clonghans.— Pat 
Heaenes  (BaUinai. 

Ownea  (Glenties,  co.  Donegal).— The  weather  for 
the  last  twelve  days  has  been  favourable  for  anglics,  and 
the  river  is  fairly  well  stocked  with  salmon.  On  Saturday 
T  killed  a  salmon,  121b.,  fresh  run.  This  ia  the  earliest 
fish  killed  cu  the  Ownea  for  upwards  of  fiftean  years.  The 
late  Morgan  Conyrg'iam  was  an  ardent  sportsman,  and 
took  a  keen  practical  interest  in  fishing.  The  sama  applies 
to  the  Hon.  A.  W.  de  Moleyns,  but,  unfortunately,  he  has 
left  the  county.    Fishing  still  unlet.— A.  S.  Innes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  Sp^rt 
has  greatly  improved.  We  have  had  a  mjst  welcome 
downpour  of  rain,  which  has  caused  a  delightful  freshet 
in  the  river.  The  best  big  of  the  week  has  been  made  by 
Major  Traheme's  fishermen,  Patsy  Eyan  and  W.  Fogarty, 
who,  fishing  the  Major's  pieserves  on  the  11th,  killed 
three  freshly  run  salmon,  of  341b.,  lllb,.  and  101b.  Mr. 
Arthur  W.  Bljth,  of  London,  same  date,  killed,  on  his 
water,  a  pretty  fish  of  121b. ;  and  his  friend,  Mr.  Gilby 
Tokins,  likewise  landed  a  very  handsome  springer  of 
ISJlb.  On  12ih,  Mr.  Blyth,  who  has  rente!  my  water  for 
March  and_  April,  got  a  fish  of  lllb.,  with  fly;  and  Mr. 
Gilby  Yokins,  fishing  with  fly,  rose  and  played  and  lost  a 
fine  salmon  of  about  201b.  on  sama  water.  Both  of  these 
gentlemen  have  made  several  baskets  of  good  sized  trout 
on  my  water.  Mr.  Blyth  had  a  splendid  brown  trout  of 
about  "lb.  to  81b.  on  for  half  an  hour,  but  lost  tim.  Mr. 
Yokins  has  just  killed  on  my  water  a  lovely  bright  fish 
of  151b.  Mr.  Bljth's  fisherman,  fisliag  his  water,  killed, 
in  three  consecutive  days,  ihree  magnificent  springers, 
361b.,  331b.,  and  181b.  Mrs.  Lister,  fishing  Major 
Traheme's  preservt  s.  killed  a  beautiful  springer  of  241b.— 
S.  J.  HuELEY'j  Abbey  Yiew,  Kallaloe. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  river,  which  had 
g)ne  a  trifle  low,  is  now,  owing  to  recent  rain,  gradually 
CDming  into  better  order.  As  our  report  was  late  for 
insertion  in  last  week's,  we  give  retum  for  the  past  fort- 
night. On  Doouass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed,  30th  ulr., 
one  salmon,  221b. ;  31st,  one  salmon,  131b.  On  the  same 
water,  Mr.  E.  B.  West  killed,  April  1,  one  salmon,  151b.  ; 
5th,  one  salmon,  251b. ;  7th,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  8ch,  one 
salmon.  191b. ;  11th,  one  salmon,  221b.  On  Prospect,  Mr. 
A.  C.  McCorquodale,  killed,  4th,  one  salmon,  22lb.  ;  9ch, 
one  salmon,  161b.;  on  the  same  water,  Mr.  L.  Cripps 
killed,  9ch,  one  salmon,  2olb. ;  and  on  this  water  also,  Mr. 
W.  P.  Jones  killed,  11th,  two  salmon,  121b.,  22ilb.  On 
Newgarden,  Mr.  A.  C.  McCorquodale  killed,  1st,  three 
salmon,  221b.,  231b.,  261b.;  3rJ,  one  falmon,  421b.  (a 
magnificent  fish,  beautifully  proportioned,  and  which 
has  been  forwarded  for  preservation! ;  4;h,  one,  aalmon, 
131b.  On  Hermitage,  the  fishermen  killed,  30th  ult, ,  one 
salmon,  281b.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  H.  Talbot  kUled, 
3l3t  ult.,  two  salmon, 1181b.  and  2116. ;  April  2,  one  salmon, 
271b. ;  5th,  one  salmon,  361b.  ;  on  this  water  also,  Mr.  W. 
P.  Jones,  killed,  9ih,  one  salmon,  331b.  On  Woodlands, 
Major  C.  Hayes  Xewington  killed,  30: h  ult.,  one  salmon, 
281b. ;  31st,  one  salmon,  311b.  On  Woodlands  also,  Mr. 
G.  C.  Williams  killed,  April  5,  one  salmon,  20Jlb.  ;  8th, 
one  salmon,  201b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Stancliffe  kil'ei,  April  9,  one  salmon,  151b.  On  the 
World's  End  fishery,  Mr.  L.  C.  Yansittart  killed,  April  1, 
one  salmon,  211b — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Strule  (Omagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Strule  is  in 
fair  order.  This  week  the  local  men  had  fair  sport  on 
these  reaches,  P.  Mathers  taking  several  fine  fish  up  to 
31b.  Some  English  visitors  were  fishing  the  lower  waters 
this  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Spoit 
contmues  good  at  brown  trout  on  these  waters,  which  com- 
prise Derriana  Lake,  Loughnamona,  Loughnaiska,  Lough- 
illaneeina,  and  Loughnabricdarrig.  The  baskets  had 
recently  contained  from  a  dozen  to  two  dozen  fish  to  each 
rod.— T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers.— Sport  is  now  good  both  at 
salmon  and  trout.  Some  rivers  contain  a  big  supply  of 
salmon,  and,  though  fair  sport  has  been  had,  far  better 
sport  was  anticipated,  but  farm  operations  and  drainage 
works  connected  with  farms  spoiled  the  waters.  On  the 
rivers  where  spring  farm  operations  were  practically 
concluded  the  records  for  the  week  were  good,  and 


compared  very  favourably  with  th^se  of  even  the  best 
seasons  (at  this  time)  sinca  1879.  Spring  salmon  are  now 
coming  up  freely  on  all  the  salmon  rivers,  and  sport 
amongst  them  should  be  good  during  the  remainder  of 
the  month  if  the  climatic  conditions  continue  favourable. 
— T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Fine  sport  continues  to  le  had  at 
poUack.  Anglers  are  now  gettintf  on  an  average  about 
two  dozen  gcol  fish  per  day.— T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — Good  sport  has  been  had  since  last  report 
at  pollack.  The  neta  are  now  getting  a  few  hundreds  of 
mackerel  ocaasionally,  but  a)  far  the  mackerel  fishing  haa 
generally  been  of  a  poor  descrintion. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  Easter  vacatioa  brought  a 
large  number  of  anglers  to  Deal,  some  of  whom  were 
more  than  satisfied  with  the  fport  experienced,  while 
others  did  scarcely  anvthing.  Messrs.  Saville,  Burgee,, 
Waddtll,  Jones,  and  Bowles  caught  some  nice  dibs  early 
on  Fiiiay  morning  from  the  pier;  while  Mr.  Litchfield 
and  Mr.  Green  took  forty-eij;ht  ;  and  Mr.  Clarke  and 
Mr.  Browning,  twenty-three,  both  parties  beat  fishing. 
Messrs.  Sexton  and  Clarke  tried  for  pollack  on  Saturday, 
but  did  not  get  a  knock.  Bottom  fishing  proved  very 
poor  also  cn  this  day.  On  the  following  morning 
Messrs.  Titmus,  Bowles,  Jones,  Horncastle,  and  Gray 
had  the  best  catchea  which  have  been  made  frjm  the 
pier  for  s)veral  months  past,  one  or  two  of  the  dais 
taken  scaling  over  a  pound  in  weight.  No  less  than 
fourteen  rods  were  plied  within  the  presett  limited 
fishing  space  upsn  the  pier  on  Monday  ncomiEg,  but 
tport  ruled  slow,  the  only  heavy  catch  being  made  by 
Mr.  E.  Jones,  who  headed  tha  list  both  morning  and 
afternoon.  The  ttrong  north-west  wind,  which  prevailed 
e  n  Tuesday  morning,  thickened  the  water  to  so  great  an 
extent,  that,  save  one  small  boy,  no  one  attempted  to  wet 
a  line.  The  wat  jr  had  somewhat  cleared  oi  Wednesday, 
though  still  discoloured,  and  the  only  fish  caught  by  the 
four  rods  present  amounted  to  sixteen,  all  of  them  very 
small  dabs,  pouting,  and  whiting.— J.  Eichabdson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Deal.— A  large  number  of  anglers  paid  us  a  visit  during 
the  Easter  holidays,  but  unfortunately  no  fish  were 
c b rained  wcr;h  mention.  I  anticipate,  with  fine  weather 
and  fresh  wLitebai",  it  would  now  be  worth  a  trial  close 
to  the  Goodwins.  The  tides  su  t  fairly  well  for  latter 
part  of  this  present  week.— Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — During  the  Easter  holidays  the  weather 
has  been  rather  unsettled.  Seveia'  fishermen  have  been 
out.  with  more  or  less  geoi  sport.  The  spring  pollack  are 
well  on  the  feed,  and  are  taking  the  usual  natural  and 
artificial  bait,  the  larger  ones  taking  the  artificial.  School 
bass  are  stiU  being  taken  in  the  Hamoaze,  and  for  those 
that  do  not  mind  turning  out  at  daybreak  good  fun  can  be 
had  with  the  grey  mullet  in  the  Great  Western  Docks. 
The  usual  pouting  and  whiticg  fishirg  is  now  getting  in 
fall  swing.— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southend  and  Leigh.— During  the  Easter  holidaj  s 
the  fishing  has  been  disappointiag.  Good  Friday  was  an 
ideal  day,  and  a  good  many  fish  were  taken,  all  of  small 
size,  however;  bat  on  Saturday  and  the  two  following 
days  a  two  reef  breeze  from  the  S.W.  meeting  a  strong 
flocd  tide  made  the  water  unusually  rough  and  thick. 
Fisting  from  a  beat  was  oat  of  the  question,  and  in 
boisterous  weather  the  fish  seem  to  prefer  the  deeper 
water  of  the  fair  way  to  the  thick  water  in-shore.  The 
members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  who  were  fishing  on  Saturday 
drew  blank,  and  retarned  with  empty  baskets.  There 
was  a  successson  of  heavy  squalls  from  the  S.  and  S.W., 
with  lightning  end  torrents  of  rain.  With  improved 
weather,  however,  no  doubt  the  fishing  will  improve  also. 
The  pier  extension  is  open  to  visitors. — C.  H.  (B.S.A.S. I. 

Valentia. — Grand  sport  is  now  being  had  at  and 
around  this  s  ation  at  pollack  and  bass.  On  Friday, 
Saturday,  and  Monday  last  some  30'3  of  thesa  fish  were  had 
by  three  boats  (four  anglers  in  each),  fishing  from  10  a.m. 
till  about  6.30  p.m.  Eed  rubber  eels  were  the  best  lores. 
— T.  J.  D.  _ 

Waterville. — PoUacking  ianow  givine  very  good  sport. 
Spring  pollack  are  now  plentiful,  and  Messrs.  Dennehy, 
Sullivan,  and  O'Shea  {ill  amateurs),  with  the  aid  of  a 
professional  (T.  .Sullivan),  caught  forty  fine  fish  on 
Monday  (average  weight,  71b. ;  heaviest,  13|lb.1. — T.  J.  D. 


^nglhtg  fixtures. 

April  18.  — 

Bermoudsey  Brothers  :  Yisit. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Bohemian  concert. 
April  19. 

Caveraham  and  District :  Dinner  atd  distribution. 
April  20. 

Eagle:  Annual  dinner. 

Gresham  :  Opening  dinner  at  Chesham. 

St.  Ives  :  Annual  dinner. 

Thames  Ee-stockiog  Association  :  Annual  meet'Dcr. 
April  21. 

Bath  Ang'ers'  Association  :  Annnal  meeting. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatoriala :  Annual  diimer, 

Xorth-East  Brothers  :  Supper. 
April  22. 

A  B.S. :  Committee  meeting. 

April  24. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Outing  to  Littlehampton. 
,,     25. — Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
,,     25. — Heaats  of  Oak:  Supper. 

26. — South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  :  Yisit. 
,,     27. — Anchor  (Kingston) :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     27. — St.  John's  :  Smoking  conoart. 
I,     27. — B.S.A.S.  :  Annual  dinner, 
,,     27. — Walworth  Walronians  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     28. — Anchor  and  Hope ;  Annual  dinner. 
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Efffotts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  inud 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Eveningf.  Address  "Editor,  Pishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association. — The  monthly  FinaEce  Com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
April  18,  at  7.30,  and  the  General  Committea  at  8.30. — R. 
Ghurnet. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  The  next  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  April  22, 
at  8  30. — R.  Ghdrney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — Angling  Com- 
petition.— Will  all  the  committee  who  served  on  this 
competition  at  Windsor  please  attend  on  Thursday  next, 
at  9.30  p.m.,  at  the  committee  rooms,  1a,  Chapel-street, 
Edgware-road,  bo  that  we  can  decide  where  to  meet  for 
our  photos  ?  The  address  where  we  are  to  be  taken  is 
Messrs,  Bonrne  and  Reade,  near  the  William  the  Fourth, 
Kensal  Eise.  I  wish  to  receive  deposits  on  Thursday 
next,  and  hope  every  one  of  our  committee  will  show  up. 
— Ben  Abrahams. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Frampton 
Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney. — On  April  6  our  return  visit 
was  a  success,  our  host,  Mr,  Cormac,  in  the  chair.  The 
A.B.S.  box  contained  £2.  Members  are  requested  lo 
attend  next  Wednesday;  business  very  important. — H. 
Haines. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. — 
A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on  May  4  to  decide  the 
abolition  of  gross  weight  prizes  and  raising  the  standard 
of  fish,  at  which  I  hope  every  member  will  be  present.  I 
would  like  to  see  pi  izes  for  specimen  fish  only.  On  April  6 
the  feeling  of  the  members  present  were  unanimous  in 
abolishing  of  gross  weight.  Our  eighth  annual  dinner 
and  distribtt'on  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Thursday, 
May  12,  at  the  above  house,  when  we  hope  to  be  favoured 
with  anglers  and  friends  to  the  concert.  I  have  secured 
the  services  of  a  local  gentleman  to  take  the  chair  at  our 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prize?. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Anglingr  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury. — The  committee  having 
decided  to  distribute  the  prizes  won  in  the  St.  Margaret's 
competition  at  the  above  house  on  Monday,  April  25,  we 
intend  to  have  a  grand  concert  in  conjunction  with  it  on 
the  same  date,  hoping  to  see  as  many  anglers  and  their 
friends  as  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend.  —  G. 
Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — On  Wednesday  last  our  balance- 
sheet  for  the  previous  six  months  was  adopted.  A  com- 
petition for  the  lapsed  prizes  has  been  arranged  for 
April  24— sea  fishing,  at  Littlehampton — when  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster  of  members. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Qneen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — I  will  acquaint 
members  of  next  meeting  by  post. — A.  Jenkins. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Commercial-road.  Lambeth. — Will  all  members  come  up 
next  Wednesday  and  arrange  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes,  abo  other  very  important  business.  I  should  be 
very  thankful  to  receive  prizes  promised  last  season. — J. 
Foster. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  All  members 
are  requested  to  note  that  April  20  will  be  limit  night, 
when  all  subscriptions  must  be  paid  without  faU.— T. 
Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  ComwaU- 
road,  Notting  Hill. — I  regret  to  announce  the  death  of 
our  worthy  host  and  treasurer,  F.  M.  Coghlan,  who 
passed  away  on  Thursday,  April  7,  after  a  short  illness. 
Owing  to  the  sad  bereavement  cur  meeting  night, 
April  12,  was  abandoned.  A  special  meeting  is  called 
for  next  week.    Important  business. — H.  Dagworthy. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop' s-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  April  12  there  was  no  meeting  for 
basLness,  but  a  concert  was  held  instead.  I  beg  to  remind 
members  to  clear  the  books — incidental  fund.  Annual 
dinner  takes  place  May  19.  Prize  distribution  soon  after. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  receive  prizes  promitei. — P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society.  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — We  have  arranged  for  a 
brake  outing  to  London  Colney  on  May  15  ;  stewards, 
Messrs.  Marshall  and  Andrews;  tickets,  3s.  each. — E. 
Boxall. 

Caversham  and  District  Angling  Society,  The 

Crown  Hotel,  Caversham. — The  above  society  will  hold 
their  second  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  at 
clubhouse  on  April  19 ;  dinner  on  table  7.30  p.m. ;  tickets, 
2b.  Gd. — J.  Waterman. 

Central  Association  Visiting  List.— The  next 
return  visit  will  be  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  A. S.,  held 
at  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  on  Monday 


Commerce,  with  its  Spreadino  Wings,  has  traversed  the 
globe  many  times,  and  binds  nations  togetber  with  the  strong  ties  of 
mu.ual  self-interest.  ThroDghits  influence  London  has  become  the 
metropulis  of  the  world,  and  her  merchants  have  amassed  wealth 
sufficient  to  malve  them  the  envy  of  princes.  Holloway's  Pills  and 
Ointment  have  now  become  essential  articles  of  commerce  with 
all  parts  of  the  world.  They  have  effected  cures  which  have 
seemed  miraculous,  and  given  relief  in  complaints  when  all  hope 
had  been  lost.  In  all  known  diseases  their  success  has  at  all 
times  been  wonderful.  In  cises  of  disorders  of  the  stomach,  bile, 
liver  complaint,  tailigestion,  fevers,  ague,  &c.,  they  act  like  a 
charm,  as  the  cure  is  speedy  and  certftini 


next,  April  18;  chairman,  Mr.  W.J.  Wade.  A  cordial 
invitation  is  extended  to  all  by  the  host,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shspherd,  and  every  society  is  requested  to  make  an  effort 
to  be  represented  on  this  occasion. — W. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  Albion 
House,  City-road. — The  annual  general  meeting  takes 
places  on  May  11.  Will  members  please  clear  the  books 
before  the  27th  inst. — Clea. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List, — A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Crown  afid 
Buckland  A.S.  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  Mott  in  the 
chair.  The  following  societies  answered  to  the  roll  call  : 
Crown  and  Buckland,  Eustonian,  Amicible  Waltonian, 
Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  Camden,  and  Royal  George" 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Amicable  Waltonian  ;  date 
later  on.  Owing  to  the  holidays  this  visit  was  poorly 
attended.  The  quarterly  delegate  meeting  will  be  on 
Thursday,  April  21. — F.  Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
April  5  our  members  showed  up  in  full  force,  when  all  the 
otKoers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected.  Our  annual 
dinner  will  fake  place  on  Thursday,  May  12.  I  hope  those 
members  who  are  not  clear  of  the  books  will  do  so  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  will  also  thank  those  members  who  have 
promised  prizes  to  send  them  on  at  once. — T.  Twyman, 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — WiU  all  mem- 
bers kindly  turn  up  next  Tuesday,  April  19,  and  settle  up 
business  for  the  current  season.  A  few  of  the  rules  are 
being  altered.  Any  member  having  any  alteration  to  put 
before  the  committee  must  attend  next  Tuesday.  Mr. 
Weller  was  elected  a  working  member  this  week.  Several 
other  gentlemen  proposed  will  be  elected  next  week.  Do 
not  forget  to  turn  up. — F.  P.  8. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C,  —  Our 
visit  on  the  C  D.V.L.  was  very  poorly  attended,  only  six 
clubs  answering  the  roll  call.  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  those  brother  anglers  who  attended,  and  will  do 
my  best  to  see  that  our  s  ^eiety  is  represented  when  it 
comes  to  their  turn.  Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly 
night,  and  it  is  also  the  end  of  the  financial  year.  Will 
those  in  arrears  please  clear  the  books  by  that  date. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway. — Our  annual  dinner  on  April  21,  at  the 
above,  will  be  followed  by  a  grand  concert,  from  9.30  p.m. 
until  2  a.m.,  when  all  friends  who  care  to  join  us  will  be 
welcomed. — A.  Clayton. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern.  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  April  6,  at  St.  Martin's 
Tavern,  a  highly  enjoyable  evening  was'spent  among  many 
well-known  anglers.  The  following  were  greatly  in 
evidence:  Messrs.  R.  Ghurney  (secretary,  A.B  S.), 
J.  Jennings  (Bostonians),  Harris  (Jubilee),  Boxall  (Cam- 
den), &c.  Chairman.  Mr.  T.  Ampleford,  Three  Castles, 
Ludgate-hill ;  vice,  W.  Baglestone  (Bostonians) ;  and 
vocalism  by  Messrs.  Steptoe  (Royal  George),  Fielder  and 
Gilmur  (Camden),  Bowyer  (Prince  of  Wales),  Nelson 
(E.  St.  Pancras),  Curtis  and  Maitland  (Mirylebone  Music 
Hall),  and  many  other  friends  and  club  members.  Mr. 
Harris  opened  the  A.B.S.  box,  and  collected  £2  2s. 
There  was  a  good  muster  Wednesday  last.  Mr.  F.  Adams 
accepted  as  a  working  member  ;  prize  list  and  distribution 
gone  into.  Will  all  members  kindly  tnra  up  on  Wednesday 
next  to  finally  arrange  date  for  same.  Shall  be  pleased  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  prizes  offered  for  last  season  by 
members. — Harry  Brock. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-road, 
Tottenham. — The  eleventh  annual  dinner  of  the  above 
society  will  take  place  at  the  Bed  Lion  on  Wednesday, 
April  20,  when  the  prizes  won  during  the  past  season  will 
be  presented.  Mr.  E.  T.  Elder,  our  president,  will  occupy 
the  chair.  Members  are  requested  to  let  hon.  sec.  know 
at  once  if  they  will  be  able  to  come. — W.  L.  Price. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HiUingdon-street,  Walworth. — We  had  a  very  fair  meeting 
on  April  14,  several  old  friends  giving  us  a  look  up.  I 
wish  to  inform  all  members  that  we  hold  a  special  general 
meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  April  20,  to  S2ttle 
some  very  important  business,  and  I  hope  to  see  all 
members  present  on  this  occasion. — T.  Rosser. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — At  our  last  meeting  it  was 
decided  to  hold  our  annual  general  meeting  on  Wednesday, 
April  27 ;  I  hope  to  £63  a  good  muster  that  night,  as  we 
hate  a  lot  of  business  to  do. — C.  S.  C. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  At 
our  annual  meeting  it  was  decided  that  all  members  should 
be  allowed  to  compete  for  the  specimen  prizes  on  Sundays 
and  Tuesdays.  Annual  supper  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  17,  at  3.30  p.m.  Will  members  kindly  clear  the 
books  forthvsith. — J.  E.  Lawford. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — General  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day, April  20.  Roll-call  at  10  o'clock.  Hope  members 
will  attend  for  special  business.  The  annual  supper  takes 
place  on  April  25,  and  distribution  of  prizes  two  weeks 
later. — C.  Smith. 

Islington  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — We  met  oh  Tuesday,  12th  inst  , 
Mr.  Clark  in  the  chair,  when  the  auditors  gave  in  their 
report,  which  was  satisfactory.  Our  delegates  report  was 
also  received  from  the  Central  Association.  Outing 
arranged  for  May  22,  to  Parndon. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Ixaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — There  wiU  be 
no  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  the  club-room 
being  lent  to  the  Haggerston  Entomological  Society  for 
their  exhibition.  Quarterly  night  and  the  end  of  our 
financial  year  occurs  on  Wednesday,  May  4,  so  hope  all 
members  in  arrears  will  attend  and  clear  the  books  before 
then.— H.  B. 


Jolly  Anglers'  Society,  Cambridge.— Last  Wednes- 
day week  the  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  club-room, 
Burleigh-street.  Mr.  Thurston  was  re-elected  pretident, 
Mr.  Smith  le-elected  vice-president  ;  Committee  of 
twelve  members  were  elected,  mostly  "  fresh  members;  " 
Mr.  Cornwell,  hon.  sec. ;  Mr.  Parnell,  treasurer  ;  Messrs. 
J.  0.  George  and  Lewis,  auditors.  Fifty  members  were 
present.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  G.E.R.  for 
the  kindness  in  granting  their  railway  privilege  tickets  to 
the  members,  which  now  number  390  ;  and  the  club  start, 
after  paying  all  demands,  with  the  substantijl  balance  of 
£21  6s.  lid. — John  0.  George. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  for 
annual  dinner,  also  prize  distribution. — G.  Edwards. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— Our  outing  to 
fish  for  tome  prizes  in  the  Knowsley  water  on  Easter 
Monday  was  almost  a  blank,  and  the  heavy  fall  of  rain 
spoiled  any  chance  of  spoit.  We  crept  home  looking  more 
like  drowned  rats  than  human  beings.  I  hear  that  there 
have  been  some  nice  creels  of  trout  taken  by  members  on 
Good  Friday  and  Saturday. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

North-Bast  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Thursday, 
April  21,  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes. — A, 
Lewis. 

Origfinal  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 

Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Tuesday,  April  12, 
was  our  annual  general  meeting.  Oar  officers  for  the 
coming  season  have  been  elected.  All  accounts  settled, 
and  we  now  start  anew  with  a  good  balance  in  hand.  We 
have  up  to  the  present  time  about  thirty  pi izes  to  s'art 
our  season,  among  them  a  silver  cup  given  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
host  cf  the  Railway  Hotel,  St.  Margaret's.  Our  third 
monthly  Bohemian  concert  will  take  place  at  the  clab« 
house  on  Monday,  Apiil  18,  in  aid  of  A.B.F. ;  Mr.  S. 
Malby  (of  the  Dalston  A.S.)  chiirman,  faced  by  Mr. 
Frank  Newton  (of  the  Hoxton  Brothers). — E.  Brockett, 

Phcsniz  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  i'ancras- 
road,  N.W. — Mr.  Forster's  social  spread  was  not  tco 
well  patronised,  the  attendance  being  ourselves  and  a 
select  harmonic  crew,  known  as  the  Phunny  Phellowa. 
Mr.  Greene  presided;  vice,  Mr.  Bouffler.  After  supper, 
Mr.  Porstsr  (pianist)  started  the  harmony,  aided  by 
Messrs.  Carr,  Master  Forster,  Mares,  Stanley,  Tayler, 
Hockcliffe,  Brunei,  and  Boyce.  On  April  19  our  annual 
general  special  meeting,  all  members  please  attend. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — The  club  held  its  annual 
general  meeting  on  April  5.  The  balance-sheet  was  passed 
as  satisfactory,  and  we  have  a  very  handsome  balance  in 
hand.  The  election  of  officars  resulted  as  follows  :  C. 
Shepherd,  treasurer  ;  C.  Brett,  clerk  of  the  scales  ;  Geo. 
Keene,  secretary  ;  A.  Peverall,  chairman  ;  C.  Brett,  sub- 
secretary  ;  G.  Keene  and  A.  Pevtrall,  delegates.  Our 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on 
Monday,  May  2.  A  concert  will  follow.  We  made  two 
new  members  (working),  and  on  the  12th  inst.  we  made 
another  working  member. — Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Anus, 
Bateman-street.  —  We  haTe  our  anneal  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  on  May  11 ;  tickets  can  be  had  of  the 
secretary,  or  of  our  worthy  hostess,  Mrs.  Gallawayj  an 
excellent  programme  is  being  arranged  by  Mr.  Steptoe.— 
J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress, 
St.  John-street -read,  Clerkenwell. — A  smoking  concert 
will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on  Wednesday,  April  27  ; 
ladie.9  are  invited,  the  occasion  being  the  twentieth  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  ;  members  will  oblige  by  sending  in 
their  prizes  before  that  dite.— F.  Thorling. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Hawks  tone-road,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E, — The  next 
visit  on  the  South  London  U.V.  List  will  be  to  the  above 
society  on  Tuesday,  April  26,  at  the  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Hawkstone-road,  Rotherhithe  New-road. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. — 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on 
April  26,  at  the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  Duke  of 
Suffolk,  Hawkstone-rcad,  Rotherhithe  New-road.  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster  on  this  occasion. — Alf  Painter. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — Owing  to  the 
holidays,  clearing  night  has  been  extended  to  next  Tuesday, 
April  19,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  attendance,  as  we 
want  to  make  the  arrangements  for  our  annual  supper  and 
prize  distribution.  During  the  week  several  members 
have  been  trout  fishing,  but  only  Mr.  Stevens  weighed-in. 
— E.  Jennings. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Next  Tuesday  is  the  date  fixed  for  the 
books  to  be  cleared.    Hope  to  see  all  present  on  April  19  ■ 
to  fix  a  date  for  distribution  and  other  bu:iness.   We  have 
vacancies,  should  any  gentleman  wish  to  join  us. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Wednesday,  April  6,  ■ 
was  our  annual  meeting,  and  we  had  a  good  attendance.  ; 
New  oificers  for  ensuing  season  :  C.  Wake,  chairman  ;  and  ' 
W.  W.  DuiEeld,  assistant  secretary.    The  other  officers  : 
were  re-elected.    Our  new  host,  Mr.  Jeacock,  was  elected  ] 
an  honorary  member.    Members  requiring  tickets  for  ■ 
annual  dinner,  May  4,  will  oblige  by  applying  as  early  as  : 
possible.   A  special  meeting  is  called  for  April  20.  At 
our  weekly  meeting,  Apiil  13,  the  secretary  announced 
that  the  prize  list  for  pist  season  was  now  complete, 
and  hoped  that  donors  of  prizes  will  forward  their ' 
respective  prizes.— W.  W.  Duffield. 

wenlock  Angling  Society,  Roydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — Our  annual  meeting  will  take  place  on 
April  21,  when  the  election  of  officers  will  take  place,  and 
we  arrange  prize  distribution,  Hope  all  members  will 
attend.— W,  Harden. 
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West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— It  ia  our  monthly 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  and  I  hope  to  have  a  good  meeting. 
All  members  that  wish  to  come  to  the  supper  should  give 
their  names  in  on  Wednesday,  at  8  p.m.  sharp. 

Ye  Olde  Thames  Anglers'  Club.— The  annual 
smoking  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  for  epacimen 
fish  took  place  at  the  Dreadnought,  on  Saturday  last. 
Mr.  F.  Gammer  presided.  Songs  were  sung  by  the  follow- 
ing members  :  Messrs.  Weait,  Gibbons,  Allaway,  Mott, 
Clark,  Ford,  and  others.  Messrs.  Bonay  and  Bloomfield 
(aocompanbts)  concertina  and  banjo.  The  secretary,  on 
behalf  of  the  club,  gave  a  hearty  welcome  to  Mr.  Green, 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Royal  Counties  A.A.C.  Mr.  Green, 
in  responding,  thanked  the  members  for  their  kind  recep- 
tion, and  gave  some  iateresting  details  concerniog  the 
association,  one  remark  being  particularly  pleasing  to  the 
members,  viz.,  that  the  association  were  on  the  eve  of 
securing  cheap  travelling  tickets  from  the  railway  com- 
panies. The  chairman  next  proceeded  to  distribute  the 
specimen  prizes,  to  which  the  following  gentlemen  had  con- 
tributed: Messrs.  Hazell,  KUham,  Weait,  Heath,  Spotg, 
and  StagoU.  Pike,  Mr.  W.  Gibbons,  lUb. ;  Mr.  Geo.  Boyd, 
perch,  21b.  Ijoz. ;  Mr.  Wakefield,  lib.  8oz. ;  roach,  Mr. 
Cox,  lib.  4ioz.;  Mr.  StagoU,  lib.  2ioz.;  Mr.  East, 
lib.  2joz. ;  Mr.  Turner,  lib.  0|oz.  Mr.  Ford  secured 
prize  presented  by  Mr.  Hazell  for  heaviest  catch  of  roach 
(club  standard  8in.),  82lb.  6|oz. — J.  A.  Stagoll. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
On  Wednesday,  April  13,  Mr.  H.  W.  Lane  occapied  the 
chair.  Messrs,  McFee,  Clarke,  Parker,  Buckingham, 
C.  H.  Edwards,  and  P.  Edwards  reported  sport  from  Deal, 
Newhaven,  Hove,  and  Shoreham,  with  but  poor  success. 
The  chairman  reported  his  fishing  experiences  at  Southend, 
on  the  pier.  He  also  spoke  very  favourably  of  Little,  one  of 
the  society's  official  boatmen  at  Southend.  Mr.  Hussey 
showed  some  undersized  fish,  including  brill  (6|in.),  plaice 
(7in.),  and  dab  (6|in.)  which  he  had  purchased  at 
Southend.  Mr.  Clarke  asked  as  to  whether  any  member 
had  captured  pollack  at  Ramsgate  Harbour.  Mr.  Linfoot 
reported  regarding  Hastings,  and  stated  that  he  had 
captured  a  flounder  of  21b.  He  further  reported  that  the 
pier  authorities  were  stopping  fishing  from  the  shore  end, 
but  might  permit  members  of  this  society  to  stiU  pursue 
their  sport.  Mr.  Clarke  stated  that  he  had,  wtiile  at 
Deal,  mooted  the  subject  of  the  Deal  branch,  and  had 
been  promised  much  local  support.  The  hon.  sec.  reminded 
members  that  the  debate  on  the  National  Sea  Fisheries 
Convention  resolutions  would  be  held  on  April  20.  A 
discussion  took  place  on  large  plaice,  and  the  hon.  sec. 
stated  that  Mr.  Hussey's  reference  to  plaice  of  over  121b. 
had  been  borne  out  by  four  fishdealers  at  Farringdon 
Market.  Mr.  Clarke  stated  that  he  himself  had  purchased 
a  plaice  of  over  121b.,  but  fall  of  roe,  which  must  alone 
have  weighed  some  21b.  or  31b.  Mr.  Parker  referred  to 
the  convenience  of  forward  booking  for  luggage.  Mr.  G. 
Wheeler  showed  some  interesting  slides  of  larval  fish, 
Crustacea,  &o.  Mr.  Clarke  referred  to  the  heavy  charges 
for  transmission  of  packages  of  fish  sent  to  friends — 2d. 
per  lb.  for  transmission,  and  6d.  for  delivery.  Members 
were  reminded  that  applications  should  now  be  made  for 
tickets  for  the  annual  diimer,  to  be  held  at  the  Cannon- 
street  Hotel,  on  April  27. 

Chaeles  S.  Patterson,  Hon,  Sec, 


WIMBLEDON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

This  promising  young  society  held  its  second  annual 
dinner  and  presentation  of  prizes  at  headquarters,  the 
Alexandra  Hotel,  on  the  5th  inst.,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  Walter  Dowson,  S.C.C,  among  the  visitors  being 
Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  (hon.  sec.  Piscatorial  Society)  and 
Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  (editor  Thames  Angling  News). 
Regret  was  expressed  at  the  unavoidable  absence  of 
"  Dragnet,"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  Mr.  J.  R. 
Richardson,  of  Kingston  fame.  Nearly  forty  members 
and  friends  sat  do»vn  to  an  admirable  repast,  and  at  the 
close  the  chairman  addressed  the  company,  referring  to 
the_  success  of  the  club  during  the  year  just  over,  and 
tiring  all  Wimbledonians  to  join  the  local  piscatorial 
society.  The  presentation  of  prizes  was  a  big  affair,  the 
list  including  no  fewer  than  forty-one  items,  comprising  a 
handsome  silver  cup,  and  other  articles  in  kind  and  money. 
The  hon.  sec,  Mr.  S._  Peskett,  in  making  his  report, 
mentioned  that  the  society  now  had  forty-four  members, 
and  that  daring  the  past  fishing  year  takes  of  specimen 
fish  had  been  a  most  satisfactory  feature  in  the  club's 
working.  Pike  of  over  111b.,  chub  of  41b.  2oz.,  perch  of 
lib.  12oz.,  roach  of  lib.  12oz.,  and  dace  of  12oz.  had  been 
creeled  by  members,  but  the  gross  weight  competition  had 
been  a  failure,  and  would  not  be  repeated.  (Hear,  hear.) 
After  paying  all  expenses  of  water,  prizes,  printing,  &c., 
there  would  be  a  fair  balance  in  hand  to  carry  forward. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,in  responding  for  the  "  Officers  and  Com- 
mittee," congratulated  the  society  on  the  successful 
out-turn  of  the  year.  Their  ship,  "The  W.P.S.,"  was 
well  found,  they  had  an  eflicient  skipper  in  the  person  of 
their  hon.  sec,  their  purser  was  well  up  to  his  duties,  and 
the  crew  of  committeemen  were  ready  for  any  emergency. 
What  they  wanted  was  a  fuller  pasaengar  list  in  the  way 
of  members,  and  he  hoped  that  a  considerable  addition 
would  be  made  to  their  muster  roU  during  1898-99.  Mr. 
F.  H.  Amphlett  spoke  in  reply  to  the  toast  of  "  The 
Visitors,"  expressbg  his  pleasure  at  the  slow  but  sure 
growth  of  the  society,  and  referred  in  high  terms  to  the 
ablei  manner  in  which  the  society  had  been  managed  by 
the  officers  and  committee.  He  wished  it  all  prosperity 
in  ths  future.  A  capital  programme  of  music  was 
discussed  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  and  the  convivial 
gathering  passed  off  in  a  most  pleasant  manner. 

Hon.  Reporter. 


^ote0  from  tf)e  ^ottl). 

Db.  Jameson  and  Sir  John  Willoughby,  Bart.,  left 
Deeside  on  Saturday,  after  a  month's  spring  salmon 
angling  on  the  Dee.  Sir  John  made  the  heaviest  bag,  but 
the  doctor  scored  in  grassing  the  heaviest  fish,  a  beauty  of 
201b.,  which  he  landed  on  Friday  afternoon. 


There  is  a  decided  scarcity  of  fresh  fish  on  the  middle 
and  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  such  like  rivers  ; 
and  no  wonder.  The  returns  from  the  nets  have  been 
most  meagre.  One  day  last  week  the  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board  had  only  four  salmon  from  the  whole  of  their 
extensive  fisheries.  Forty  would  have  been  a  mean 
average,  and  twice  that  number  would  only  have  been 
regarded  as  a  fair  fishing. 


Mr.  Duncan  and  his  men  have  been  kept  busy  all  the 
week  tracking  a  gang  of  poachers,  who  have  been  working 
the  mid  reaches  of  the  Dee  after  the  most  daring  and 
systematic  manner  conceivable.  The  excitement  of  the 
chase  was  at  a  height  on  Wednesday,  when  a  whole  army 
of  watchers  and  keepers  lined  some  twelve  miles  of  the 
river  all  through  Jthe  night,  and  did  some  good  work  to 
boot.  


Those  who  know  say  that  the  salmon  hatching  season 
is  not  to  turn  out  well.  The  "  crop  "  of  young  fry  will 
be  qnite  an  indifferent  one,  and  much  below  the  average. 
This  is  owing  to  the  abnormally  high  temperature  pre- 
vailing all  through  December,  January,  and  part  of 
February.  In  the  hatcheries  the  young  fry  began  to 
appear  in  from  85  to  90  days  instead  of  from  100  to  120. 


The  Easter  holidays  have  been  prolific  of  fairly  good 
sport.  Every  available  bit  of  trout  and  falmon  water  was 
covered  both  on  Saturday  and  Monday.  All  over  the 
north,  lessees  and  proprietors  seem  to  be  doubly  gracious 
about  this  time,  and  throw  open  their  waters  to  all  who 
care  to  apply  for  the  necessary  passport.  The  hotel 
fisheries  on  the  Ythan,  Don,  Ugie,  and  Deveron  were  in 
keen  demand.  Probably  the  fine  days  had  more  to  do  with 
the  latter  result  than  the  prospect  of  heavy  bags. 

The  lower  reaches  of  the  river  are  teeming  with  smolt. 
We  had  no  difficulty  in  examining  dozens  on  the  free  water 
at  Cults  the  other  day,  and  again  on  the  Ballogie  reaches 
farther  up  the  Dee,  when  searching  for  a  basket  of  early 
trout.    There  will  be  an  early  migration. 


The  old  inn  at  Potarch,  one  of  the  loveliest  spots  on  the 
royal  Dee,  has  been  transformed  into  a  palatial  hotel, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Nicol,  of  Ballogie,  and  Queen's  Gate,  London, 
has  done  the  thing  well ;  and  the  new  tenant,  Mr.  Machray, 
has  spent  an  additional  £1000  in  furnishings  and  fittings. 
For  a  quiet  holiday  resort,  with  the  chance  of  an  occasional 
cast  on  some  of  the  adjoining  reaches,  no  place  could  be 
more  highly  recommended. 


Operations  have  now  commenced  for  the  construction  of 
&  salmon  loch  in  the  north  of  the  Island  of  MuU, 
in  the  bed  of  the  little  Mingary  liver,  which  forms  the 
boundary  between  the  two  estates.  The  proprietors, 
Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Morgan  are  sharing  the  expenses, 
which  will  amount  to  about  £1000.  The  loch  will 
be  about  two  miles  from  the  sea,  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  long,  and  cover  an  area  of  50  acres.  Three 
burns  run  into  it,  which  will  form  excellent  spavsTiing 
redds  for  both  salmon  and  sea  trout.  The  embankment 
next  the  tea  is  to  be  of  concrete,  25ft.  at  greatest  depth, 
and  13ft.  of  an  average.  The  success  of  the  venture,  we 
are  certain,  is  well  assured. 

The  late  Mr.  Hamar  Bass  was  well  and  affectionately 
known  on  upper  Speyside.  He  rented  Tulchan  Lodge, 
near  Granton,  for  a  large  number  of  seasons  in  succession, 
and  here  entertained  most  of  the  leading  lights  in  the 
social  and  Parliamentary  world  during  the  past  twenty 
years  or  so.  The  late  Mr.  John  Bright  was  a  constant 
guest,  and  when  at  Tulchan  Spey  salmon  were  never 
wanting  in  the  larder.  The  grouse  moors  and  Jeer  forests 
attached  are  the  chief  attractions,  and  it  was  here  Mr. 
Sassoon  entertained  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  his  last  autumn 
visit  to  the  north.  Mr.  Saesoon  succeeded  Mr.  Bass  in  the 
tenancy  of  Tulchan  Lodge  some  two  years  ago. 


A  laboratory  and  museum  are  now  being  added  to  the 
new  fish  hatchery  now  being  erected  at  the  instance  of 
the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland.  The  building  ivill  be 
suggestive  of  the  bungalow  when  finished,  and  will  also 
accommodate  the  officials  with  apartments  when  not 
strictly  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  hatchery. 

_  Prof.  Mcintosh,  St.  Andrews,  delivered  a  lecture  in  the 
city  town  hall,  Aberdeen,  last  week,  on  Science  and  the 
Fishing  lndustry.  The  gist  of  his  paper  was  that  it  was 
simply  impossible  to  exhaust  the  sea,  be  the  devices  of 
man  what  they  may.  The  sea  teemed  to  such  an  extent 
with  food  for  fishes,  that  man  was  utterly  helpless  to  make 
any  impression  on  the  enormous  recuperation  of  the 
ocean. 


After  his  lecture  the  professor  left  for  a  two  days'  trip 
on  a  trawler^  and_  returned  on  Saturday  morning  highly 
delighted^ with  Ih  excursion.  He  brought  in  with  him 
many  curious  marine  specioaens  got  off  the  closed  waters 
of  the  Moray  Firth,  and  these  he  took  with  him  for  his 
aquarium  at  St.  Andrews.  Special  Scotch, 


EDEN  CONSERVANCY  BOARD. 
It  is  proposed  that  the  following  bye-law  be  passed  : 
"  The  annual  close  time  for  rod  and  line  in  all  parts  of  the 
district  shall  commence  on  the  Ist  day  of  December,  and 
end  on  the  2nd  day  of  March  following,  both  days  in- 
clusive. Also  that  bye-law  No.  7,  relating  to  the  use  of 
the  gaff,  be  amended  by  substituting  the  30th  day  of 
November  for  the  l.")th  day  of  November."  The  report  of 
the  Watching  Committee,  which  has  been  circulated 
amongst  the  members,  states  that  "Thi  early  part  of  the 
year  has  been  remarkable  for  the  large  number  of  salmon 
in  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Eden,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
open  winter.  Sport  with  the  rod  his  been  good,  and 
licences  have  been  taken  cut  freely,  but  the  nets  generally 
have  had  a  poor  time.  There  is  some  disease  apparent,  but 
it  does  not  seem  to  be  of  a  virulent  type.  Few  fish  are 
more  than  slightly  affected,  and  still  fewer  die  cf  it." 
The  report  also  states  that  complaints  come  in  from 
several  districts  that  otters  are  becoming  very  numerous 
and  destructive.  "  Although  the  attention  of  the  Master 
of  the  Carlisle  Otterhounds  has  frequently  been  called  to 
the  matter,  the  otters  seem  to  increase  every  year,  con- 
sequently the  board  have  determined  to  take  some  steps  to 
keep  them  within  bounds."  This  seems  strange,  as  the 
Eden  is  a  well  hunted  river,  and  the  Carlisle  pack  of 
otterhounds  are  second  to  none  in  the  kingdom,  yet  few 
otters  are  taken  annually,  only  twelve  being  killed  during 
last  season,  which  the  huntsman  considers  a  good 
average.   G. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  66,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 
7400.    Alexander  Croiokshanks,  Kilronan  Castle,  Car- 
rick  -  on  -  Shannon  :    Double    spiral  spring 
regulating  fishing  reel. 

Complete  Specification  Acceptep. 
1169.    Whipp  ;  Rod  rings  applicable  to  angling  or  fishing 
rods. 


golHngs  bp  tf}e  pap. 

"Despite  his  tropical  appearance,"  says  the  Bi-is(ol 
Timei,  "  the  kingfisher  is  by  no  means  a  delicate  bird,  and 
one  great  pull  in  his  favour  is  that  in  hard  times  he  can 
live  when  other  birds  are  starving.  When  Jack  Frost 
holds  the  land  in  his  iron  grasp,  and  thrushes,  blackbirds, 
and  others  are  dying  by  scores,  the  water  is  nearly  always 
open.  If  the  smaller  streams  and  the  ponds  are  frozen 
over  there  is  always  the  big  river,  and  however  hard  the 
weather  may  be,  some  portion  of  this  is  pretty  well  certain 
to  be  open.  No  doubt  our  little  friend  has  pinches  at 
times,  and  would  rather  prefer  the  spring  or  summer 
months,  when  the  minnows  are  sporting  under  the  genial 
Influence  of  the  sun  ;  but,  whatever  the  state  of  affairs 
may  be,  if  there  are  fish  to  be  had  he  will  have  them . 
There  can  be  very  little  doubt  that  the  bird  is  very 
destructive  amongst  young  trout.  I  had  a  pretty  con- 
clusive case  in  point  some  years  ago.  An  association  were 
in  the  habit  of  purchasing  trout  ova  and  hatching  in  their 
own  apparatus.  When  the  trout  were  hatched  they  were 
placed  in  several  small  ponds  (made  by  himself)  in  the 
keeper's  garden  until  they  were  twelve  months  old,  when 
they  were  turned  out  into  the  society's  water.  The  king- 
fishers pretty  quickly  found  all  this  out,  and  but  for  the 
steps  taken  by  the  keeper  there  would  have  been  but  few 
(if  any)  trout  to  be  turned  out.  Of  course  this  was  an 
exceptional  case,  for  all  the  young  fish  were  gathered 
together  in  a  small  space,  ready  victims  to  the  wOy  fisher, 
but  when  once  out  in  open  water  and  scattered,  the  chance 
of  their  capture  became  more  remote,  and  if  a  few  were 
taken  then,  what  matter  ?  " 


The  following  is  from  the  Times  of  Ceylon,  dated 
March  12,  1898 :  "The  Trout  In  Nuwara  Elija.— On 
Thursday  evening  Mr.  H.  V.  Masefield,  of  Scrubs  Estate, 
whilst  trout  fishing  in  Nuwara  Eliya,  caught  two  fish, 
weighing  91b.  lOoz.  and  9Ib.  3oz.  respectively.  The  first 
one  weighed  91b.  lOoz.,  and  was  25Jin.  in  length,  and 
\7\in.  in  giith.  It  was  the  biggest  catch  ever  made  in 
these  streams,  the  previous  record  being  one  caught  by 
Mr.  G.  M.  Fowler,  A.G.A.,  on  Nov.  7,  1894,  which 
weighed  71b.  12oz.,  and  measured  2ft.  3in.  in  length,  and 
1ft.  3in.  in  girth.  The  fish  has  been  photographed  and 
sent  to  Colombo  to  be  stuffed,  and  Mr.  Masefield  may  well 
keep  such  a  trophy,  for,  apait  from  its  being  the  largest 
trout  ever  landed  in  Nuwara  Eliya,  itd  catch  had  another 
sporting  feature,  for,  as  Mr.  Masefield  was  trying  to  land 
it,  an  otter  suddenly  appeared,  and,  making  a  snatch  at 
the  speckled  beauty,  nearly  robbed  the  augler  of  his  spoil. 
It  is  further  said  that  the  captured  trout  had  of  ova  a 
quantity." 

At  the  annual  meeting  ot  the  Newbury  Angiing 
Association,  Col.  W.  H.  Conliffe  in  the  chair,  the  com- 
mittee were  able  to  report  a  very  great  improvement  in  the 
state  of  the  finances.  I  congratulate  them.  They  also 
thanked  Mr.  Hallen  for  his  efforts  in  re-stcckiug  the 
association's  water.  Good  again ;  bat  that  gentleman, 
while  he  was  able  to  report  a  great  improvement  in  the 
state  of  the  Lambonrre,  had  to  regret  that  the  association 
had  lost  the  use  of  a  stretch  of  the  river  over  which  they 
formerly  enjoyed  fishing  rights.  This  is  not  so  good,  and 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  it.  Efforts  are  to  be  made  to  recover 
the  use  of  this  bit  of  water.  Let  us  hope  they  will  be 
successful.    Col.  Cunliffe  was  unanimously  re-elected 
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chairman  of^  committee,  the  other  ofiBcers  choEen  being 
Mr.  H.  G.  Yonug,  vice-chairman  ;  and  Mr.  Pinniger  and 
Mr.  W.  Scott  Veitch,  secretary  and  treasurer  respectively. 


A  LADY  recently  crossed  the  Atlantic  for  the  first  time. 
On  reaching  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  a  terrible  fog 
arose.  We  all  know  how  anxious  a  skipper  is  in  these 
circumstances,  but  the  lady  approached  the  captain  with 
this  query:  "Is  it  always  lite  this,  captain,  here?" 
"Really,  nadam,  I  do  not  know.  I  don't  live  here." 
But  the  good  dan  e  was  net  to  be  baffled.  Going  down 
(he  companion,  she  saw  a  man  in  the  ship's  uniform. 
"Are  you  the  mate?"  said  the  lady.  "No,  ma'am, 
indade  I'm  not ;  but  I'm  the  man  that  cooks  it."  She 
had  run  foul  of  the  ship's  cook. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Bickerdyke")  has  accepted 
the  presidency  of  the  Thames  Re  stocking  Association,  the 
annual  meeting  of  which  will  be  held  in  London  on 
April  20,  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  265,  Strand,  at  8  p.m. 
A  committee  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  to  con- 
sider the  annual  report,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
this  association  is  being  supported  Vy  those  anglers  whose 
earnestness  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  is  sincere.  The 
latest  addition  to  the  list  of  members  is  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf,  of  tha  Piscatorial  Society.  The  annual 
subscription  to  the  T.R.A.  is  Is.  a  year,  but  Mr. 
Zaehnsdorf,  who  is  anxious  to  do  all  he  can  on  behalf  of 
re-stocking  the  Thames,  has  subscribed  10s.  6d.,  and  has 
promised  that  amount  annually.  Mr.  F.  Stuart  has  also 
joined  the  association.  Members  and  friends  are  requested 
to  muster  strongly  at  next  Wednesday's  meeting. 


There  was  no  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  on 
Monday,  but  Mr.  M._G.  E.  de  Courcy,  the  hon.  sec,  sends 
me  the  following  curious  tale,  and  is  prepared  to  make  the 
usual  affidavit  as  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth  of  it  in  every  particular.  He  writes  : 
"  When  Mr.  Rolt  and  I  were  last  down  on  the  society's 
water  we  saw  what  I  think  is  a  most  unusual,  if  rot, 
indeed,  an  extraordinary  proceeding  on  the  part  of  a  jack 
and  a  trout.  I  may  say  that  I  was  fishing  at  one  end  of 
the  water  and  Mr.  Rolt  at  the  other.  The  latter  came  to 
me  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  and  told  me  he  had 
been  intently  watching  the  antics  of  a  jack  a  little  over 
21b.  and  a  trout  of  some  31b.  The  story  he  told  me 
seemed  so  incredible  that,  at  his  request,  I  went  with  him 
to  the  spot  where  the  game  was  in  progress.  There,  sure 
enough,  was  the  trout  and  jack  referred  to  hobnobliag  in 
tie  most  loving  fashion,  lu'bbing  their  noses  together,  and 
indulging  in  a  most  pronounced  flirtation.  At  times  they 
would  roll  about  together  on  the  top  of  a  weed  patch. 
Then  the  trout  would  dart  up  stream,  and  the  jack  would 
rush  after  it  in  the  wildest  state  of  excitement. 

"  After  a  short  pause  and  more  rubbing  of  noses,  the 
fish  would  move  up  side  by  side,  the  jack  being  perhaps 
the  most  profuse  in  his  amatory  attentions.  Another 
scamper  all  over  the  water  would  ensue,  and  so  the  fun 
went  on.  At  last  they  took  refuge  under  a  small  weed 
close  to  the  bank,  and  I  could  have  netted  them  with  the 
greatest  cf  ease  had  my  '  quick-sure  '  been  large  enough. 
I  never  saw  anything  of  the  kind  before,  and  the  question 
which  arises  in  my  mind  is.  Did  the  jack  take  the  trout 
for  a  jack,  or  did  the  trout  imagine  t'lat  the  jack  was  one 
of  its  own  species  ?  Or  what  is  the  explanation  of  this 
strange  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  two  fish  mentioned  ? 
Perhaps  some  of  your  many  scientific  readers  may  have 
witnessed  a  similar  affair,  and  may  be  aVe  to  throw  some 
light  upon  the  (to  me)  inexplicable  matter." 

At  an  angling  club  a  talkative  member  remarked  that 
"  It  was  easy  enough  to  be  good  on  £1000  a  year."  "  Yes, 
that  is  true,"  replied  another  angler,  "  but  some  of  us 
have  to  be  good  for  nothing — and  some  of  us  are." 
 >  »♦♦<  

The  Easter  attractions  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  have 
"  caught  on,"  and  the  B.P.  have  shovra  their  appreciation 
of  the  liberal  catering  by  assembling  ia  large  crowds. 
The  proetramme  will  be  continued  in  its  entirety  next 
week.  The  lioness  Zizi  gave  birth  to  four  cubs  on  'Tuesday 
in  the  Aquarium  concert  hall.  Mother  and  cubs  will 
welcome  callers  daily.  When  you  visit  the  'Westminster 
Palace  try  and  "  find  the  green  room." 

Easter!    The  weather  no  matter;  we  all  know  all 

about  it.  More  samples ;  three  changes  a  day  !  However, 
it  is  just  the  sort  my  doctor  likes,  for  he  sees  me  on  such 
occasions.  Chest  on  the  lungs  ;  warm  port ;  chest  pro- 
tector ;  voice  like  a  hundred  o'  coals;  bed  early;  no 
dinners ;  &c.~  News  reached  Stalham  of  the  state  of 
"Drag,"  and  forthwith  came  a  letter  hoping  I  would 
soon  "pick  up,"  and  come  down  to  Alma  for  a  bit  of 
sport  on  the  broad.  He  wound  up  by  saying:  "lam 
sending  you,  per  G.E.R.,  carriage  paid,  a  chest  pro- 
tector :  "  Dear,  dear  !  What  would  it  be  like  ?  Red 
inside  and  black  outside  ?    I  wondered. 


But  when  a  box  about  as  big  as  an  egg  chest  ariived,  I 
certainly  thought  Alma  had  sent  me  a  great  coat.  No  ; 
eggs  is  eggs  ;  and  that  was  my  "  chest  protector."  Which 
is  not  all.  This  is  from  Cape  Town,  from  my  old  friend 
and  late  brother  Greshamite,  Willie  Uugless  :  "  Dear  old 
boy;  I  am  afraid  from  what  I  hear  that  you  are  not 
getting  strong  atd  well.  Why  do  you  not  come  over  here 
for  a  brief  spell  ?  [Any  privilege  tickets,  Willie  ?  ■  I  am 
sending  you,  per  the  good  ship  Briton  (through  my  agents, 
Messrs.  Sutton  and  Co.),  a  box  of  grapes.  I  hope  you 
will  receive  them  safely,  and  that  you  will  enjoy  them. 
Ify  friend  here,  Mr.  Lock,  is  helping  me  to  pack  them. 


"  Owing  to  the  late  rains  it  has  not  been  a  good  year 
for  grapes,  but  if  you  rec  ive  them  in  good  condition,  after 
travelling  all  these  thousands  of  miles,  I  will  send  you 
some  more,  also  some  peaches.  [Thanks,  Willie  ;  go  on.] 
The  grapes  are  grown  on  a  farm  situated  in  a  lovely  valley 
the  other  side  of  Table  Mountain  (near  a  liver,  and  I'll 
tell  you  all  about  the  fish  in  my  next  letter).  There  are 
miles  of  vines,  and  such  clusters  of  grap3s,  going  51b.  a 
cluster.  I  am  writing  about  (/rayt'S,  dear  "  Drag  ",  not 
fish  ;  so  please  do  not  doubt  my  word.  [I  don't,  Willie; 
seeing  is  believing.]  This  is  a  grand  country  and  a  lovely 
climate ;  but  when  you  have  said  that,  you  have  about 
finished. 



"  C_LiiMATE  and  scenery  make  a  poor  dinner.  Just  now 
it's  rinderpest  beef  and  frozen  Australian  mutton — and 
that  at  a  bob  a  pound  !  Now  be  sure  and  let  me  know 
how  you  are,  and  how  the  gi apes  arrived."  There  are 
eight  sides  of  copy  on  other  matters,  mostly  politics.  So 
I  shall  leave  that  part  out.  The  Editor  has  sampled  a 
bunch  of  the  grapes,  and  pronounces  them  excellent ;  so 
that  we  may  soon  expert  "Cape  Town  grapes"  to  be 
placed  upon  the  market.  Oh,  by  thelway,  Mr.  Ungless 
says  :  "I've  tried  all  over  Cape  Town  to  get  '  On  a  Sun- 
shine Holyday,'  but  can't."  All  right,  Willie;  I'll  send 
you  a  copy.  But  you  must  talk  to  me  pretty  of  real 
Brighton  turtle  soup  and  Dover  soles  and  native  oysters 
before  I  take  my  ticket  to  Cape  Town. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CoRBALLis,  writing  for  his  Fishing  Oazette 
to  be  sent  temporarily  to  a  new  address,  says  :  "  The 
Grand  Hotel,  Perth,  is  a  splendid  one  for  anglers.  There 
is  free  sakncn  fishing  for  about  seven  miles.  Plenty  of 
trout  just  now.  On  the  Upper  Delvin  a  good  salmon  has 
just  been  killed,  and  several  higher  up." 

•  >»»♦■<  

Writing  from  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  Milden- 
hall,  Mr.  W.  Howes  siys  :  "  Some  good  trout  were  taken 
here  during  the  holidays,  from  lib.  up  to  5^1b.  Messrs. 
Cruxon  and  Dennis  (two  Newmarket  gentlemen),  fishing 
close  to  the  lock — one  on  one  side  and  the  other  on  the 
other  side — simultaneously  had  a  '  run.'  It  was  not  a' 
trout,  however,  but  a  jack  of  61b.,  which  had  taken  both 
baits.  Several  others  were  taken  from  41b.  to  61b.  each. 
Jack  fis'bing  may  be  pursued  on  the  Lark  all  the  year 
round,  as  it  is  considered  that  they  are  injurious  to  the 
young  trout,  and  the  society  are  glad  to  get  them  out  of 
the  river." 

 >♦»■»<  

OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  15  (New  Series) 


Mr.  C.  0.  MINGHIN. 

Although  Mr.  Minchin  confesses  that  he  occasionally 
goes  fly  fishing  or  jacking,  it  is  as  a  sea  angler  that  he  is 
best  knovra,  and,  indeed,  few  have  had  so  long  and  varied 
an  experience  of  salt  water  fishing.  Since  1857,  when  a 
Crimean  veteran  showed  him  how  to  citch  plaice  with  a 
trout  rod,  Mr.  Minchin  has  been  constantly  sea  fishing, 
and  in  nearly  all  European  waters,  from  the  Arct'c  Circle 
to  the  Mediterranean,  round  the  Hebrides,  "and  the 
shores  of  the  adjacent  islands  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland."  Fi-om  its  earliest  days  Mr.  Minchin  has  been 
a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  and  ij  a  regular  attendant  at 
the  society's  weekly  meetings.  A  keen  and  expert  fisher- 
man, a  thorough  sportsman  of  the  best  type,  and  a 
courteous  gentleman,  Mr.  Minchin  has  won  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  into 
contact. 

I  WENT  to  Deal  for  part  of  the  Easter  holidays.  I 
should  have  done  wrong  had  I  not  called  to  see  Ned 
Hanger  at  the  North  Star.  Anyone  who  is  not  content 
with  the  treatment  dear  old  Ted  gives  them  must  'be  hard 
to  please.  Personally,  I  want  nothing  better,  and  I  feel 
sure  all  my  fellow  members  of  the  B.H.A.S.  will  bear  out 
my  opinion,  if  they,  however,  sampled  the  North  Star.  Mr. 
Hanger  is  the  official  agent  of  the  society,  and  a  better 
agent  or  a  better  host  wants  finding. 


The  hon.  sec.  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society  has  kindly 
sent  me  an  invitation  to  his  club's  dinner,  to  be  held  at 
the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Tottenham,  on  April  20.  I  can't  go, 
it  is  no  use  mincing  matters,  but  I  am  no  less  obliged  to 
Mr.  Price  for  his  kind  offer.  If  I  went  to  all  the  angling 
dinners  to  which  I  am  invited,  I  am  afraid  Mrs.  Drag 
would  have  something  to  say,  but  I  will,  if  I  may,  show 
wilUng,  by  hoping  that  the  dinner  will  be  as  great  a 
success  as  it  deserves  to  be. 

The  whole  of  the  fry  hatched  out  by  Mr.  Edgar  S. 
Shrubsole  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  during  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  has  been  presented  by  Mr.  Ritchie  and  his 
co-directors  to  various  fisheries  throughout  the  kingdom. 
The  trout  in  the  tanks  are  doing  remarkably  weU,  and 
are  much  admired,  but  the  coarse  fish  are  a  bit  '  off,"  and 
this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

There  appear  to  be  some  big  trout  in  the  Dart.  A  few 
days  ago  Mr.  Ernest  Distin,  a  very  keen  angler,  killed  a 
splendid  trout  of  41b.  weight,  and  an  evening  or  so  since 
he  hooked  another  monster,  which  got  away  after  a  big 
struggle.  Fish  of  this  size  are  not  unfrequently  killed  in 
the  moorland  waters  of  the  Dart,  but  a  4-pounder  is  not 
often  taken  in  the  lower  part  of  the  stream. 


Mr.  Playdon,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Hertford 
Angling  Society,  writes  :  "  The  tenth  annual  meeting  of 
this  society  will  be  held  at  the  Great  Eastern  Station 
Hotel,  HeitFord,  on  Wednesday,  .April  20,  at  8.30  p  m., 
Mr.  ^V.  G.  Garratt,  the  president,  in  the  chair.  Members 
are  respectfully  informed  that  fly  fishing  only  will  be 
allowed  in  the  society's  waters  during  May  and  June." 


A  PARTY  of  men  were  fishing  from  the  fo'c's'le  of 

H.M.S.  "C  ."    Most  of  the  fish  caught  were  of  the 

kind  known  as  flatfish.  Standing  close  by,  and  intently 
watobiog  the  operations,  were  two  men  who  were  at  sea 
for  tho  first  time,  and  whose  knowledge  of  fish  was 
evidently  limited,  they  being  gieitly  concerned  as  to  the 
reason  the  fish  should  le  brown  on  the  top  and  white 
underneath.  One  of  them  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the 
fish  were  originally  all  white,  but  that  sleeping  on  their 
backs  in  the  mud  had  caused  that  part  to  turn  brown. 
This  information  was  immediately  ridiculed  by  the  second 
man,  which  so  incensed  the  other  that  he  laid  a  wager  on 
his  theory  being  correct.  Upon  the  case  being  put  to  the 
doctor  of  the  ship — who,  by  the  way,  was  a  fun-loving 
Irishman — he  immediately  remarked  that  the  mud  theory 
put  forth  by  the  first  man  was  entirely  wrong.  "  The 
real  cause  of  one  side  being  brown,"  said  he  sagely,  "in 
because  the  fish  have  been  swimming  so  long  with  their 
backs  uppermost  that  they  have  got '  sunburnt '  !  " 


There  has  been  lately  quite  a  recrudescence  of  stories 
of  Babylonian  and  Assyrian  discovery.  I  am  afraid  some 
of  these  stories  are  invented  in  the  interest  of  tourist 
companies,  who  know  that  most  of  the  Johnnies  who  go 
abroad  travel,  not  so  much  to  see  the  world — or  to  get 
out  of  the  way  of  their  creditors — as  to  verify  the  facts 
of  ancient  history.  Some  tablets  which  have  been 
unearthed  at  Damascus,  I  ani  told,  have  proved  that 
Edison's  inventions  were  all  known  to  the  ancients  ;  and 
some  papers  exhumed  at  Pompeii  show  that  old  news- 
paper men  could  give  mcd<?rn  advertisement  managers 
pomts  and  beat  them.  I  am  most  interested,  how- 
ever, in  some  old  insciiptions  found  on  the  walls  of 
Nineveh.  Jonah,  it  appears,  was  much  chaffed  about 
"that  fish  story."  His  association  with  the  whale  was 
talked  about,  and  Jonah  was  put  in  a  rather  ridiculous 
light,  till  at  last,  in  self-defence,  he  told  the  truth  of  the 
matter.  "  The  fact  is,  gentlemen,"  said  Jonah,  "it  was 
not  the  whale  who  caught  me.  It  was  I  who  caught  the 
whale  ;  and  the  reason  I  don't '  weigh-in '  to  prove  the  truth 
of  my  story  is  this— I  threw  it  back— it  was  a  bit  under- 
sized." 


"  It  is  impossible  to  exactly  imitate  the  voice  of  an 
animal,"  said  Minns,  learnedly.  "  Some  people  reckon 
that  they  are  very  clever  in  imitations  of  that  kind,  but 
anyone  who  knows  can  see  that  they  are  all  out."  "  Who 
told  you  that  you  were  a  judge  ?  "  asked  Sims.  Thsn 
Minns  got  cross,  and  offered  tj  bet  him  half  a  sovereign 
that  he  could  not  execute  even  a  plausible  imitation  of  an 
animal.  "Any  member  of  the  animal  kingdom?" 
queried  Sims.  "  Yes,"  answered  Minns,  adding,  "  I  was 
going  to  say  '  except  a  donkey,'  but  I  remembered  that 
you  did  that  quite  naturally."  "  Done  for  ten  shillings  !  " 
exclaimed  Sims.  He  went  to  the  middle  of  the  room,  and 
the  others  awaited  the  result.  Sims  stood  perfectly  quiet 
for  a  minute,  then  returned  to  his  seat  and  asked  for  the 
ten  shilling3._  "What  do  you  call  that?  That's  no 
imitation,"  cried  Minns.  "Excuse  me,"  observed  Sims, 
politely,  "that  was  a  fish!"  And  the  others  insisted 
upon  Minns  parting  with  the  money. 


The  prisoner  rose  to  speak  in  his  own  defence : 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,"  he  said,  "  I  knew  the  man 
whom  I  am  accused  of  killing  for  years,  anl  I  suffered 
much  at  his  hands.  He  swindled  me  out  of  the  greater 
part  of  my  fortune,  ran  away  with  my  wife,  horsewhipped 
rne  three  times,  practised  on  the  comet  for  hours  at  a 
time  in  the  room  adjtining  mine,  and  seriously  annoyed 
me  in  various  other  ways  ;  but  I  bore  all  uncomplainingly 
and  forgave  him.  But,  gentlemen,  when  he  came  to  me 
with  a  tale  about  how  he  caught  sixteen  41b.  trout  in  a 
brook  that  wouldn't  support  a  Jois.  minnow,  the  iron 
entered  my  soul,  and  I  slew  him."  Deagnkt. 
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(provincial  IFlotea 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meetiag  of  the  committae  of  the  Birming- 
ham  Angling  Association  waa  held  oa  Thursday,  April  7 
last,  at  the  headinarters ;  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  mc sting 
was  well  attended.  The  applicatic  u  of  the  Baltic  Club  for 
affiliation  was  reconsidered,  when  it  was  resolved  to  accept 
the  society  cu  the  conditions  that  they  would  not  take  any 
memters  from  the  Lamp  Society,  -k ho  strongly  opposed 
their  affiliation.  The  new  club  formed  at  the  Stag  and 
Pheasint,  Woodcock-street,  which  is  called  the  Sons  of 
Myrth  Society,  was  admitted  without  opposition.  These 
t«o  new  clubs  have  a  msmbership  of  over  100  members 
The  balance-sheet  and  auditor's  report  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing March  31  was  very  satisfactory,  as  the  sum  of  over  £38 
was  cairied  forward  to  (he  credit  of  the  association. 
A  ease  cf  lending  a  travelling  card  last  December 
V'  se^relary  to   a  certain  msmber 

of   the    Queen's    Head  Society,   who  was,  ■  for  the 
offence,  expelled  for  five  years.    Certain  matters  of 
importance  re  the  Midland  Railway  Company  and  the 
association  was  considered  at  soma  length,  when  it  was 
decided  that  a  small  deputation  wait  upon  the  Birnringham 
representative  of  tha  company  in  order  to  clear  certain 
matters  up  and  make  certain  arrangements  for  the  coming 
season.    The  important  matter  of  fixing  a  code  of  fines 
and  penalties  to  be  impos;d  upon  the  members  of  the 
ESJociation  for  taking  fish  under  the  sizes  mentioned  in  the 
new  bye-laws  was  deferred  until  tha  next  committee 
meeting,   A  notice  of  motion,  re  csupons  instead  of  prizes 
for  the  annual  contest,  terminated  the  business  of  the 
meeting.    In  my  notes  that  appeared  on  April  2  last  I 
mentioned  that  the  two  gentlemen  whose  names  were 
submitted  to  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  to  act  on 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board  were,  unfortunately,  through 
prejudice  more  than  anything  else,  not  elected.    A  letter 
has  been  received  from  the  clerk  of  the  County  Council, 
m  which  he  states  that  the  names  of  the  two  gentlemen 
were  submitted    to  the  County  Council  meeting  on 
the    14th    ult.,    but    they    appointed    members  of 
their  own  body  to  fill  the  vacancies  on  the  Fishery 
Boarl   with   the    exception   of   one    gentleman,  who 
was  appointed  for  special  reasons  on  the  recommendation 
of   the    chairman    of    the    council.     This  gentleman 
IS   not   the   Mr.  Adams,   of   Sparkhill ;    but   I  am 
mformed  by  the  Kidderminster  representatiye  of  the 
P.A.A.  that  it  is  a  certain  gentleman  in  the  Bewdley  dis- 
trict who  takes  a  delight  in  netting  operations,  and  I  have 
been  led  to  understand  that  it  is  through  these  qualifica- 
tions that   this  parson  has  been  elected  on  the  board. 
This  IS  a  direct  insult  to  the  two  gentlemen  nominated  by 
the  P.A.A.  and  also  to  the  association,  as  they  would 
have  represented  some  nine  thousand  anglers,  where,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  person  elected  on  the  board  repre- 
sents nothmg.    It  will  be  seen  by  these  remaikj  how 
b  tter  the  feeling  is  against  the  coarse  fishermen  who  fish 
the  Severn.    The  new  Severn  bye-laws  relating  to  the 
netting  of  certain  portions  of  the  river  have  not  as 
yet  been  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  yet 
have  they  been  advertised  in  any  of  our  local  papars ; 
but  I    have   been  informed  that   netting  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  fish  have  only  lately  been  taken  from  the 
river  and  thrown   upon  the  banks  to    die.  Permits 
have  been  issued  with  the  shilling  trout  licence  for  the 
teking  of  coarse  fish  during  the  close  season,  and  every- 
thing IS  bemg  done  by  the  authorities  over  the  river  to 
exterminate  the  coarse  fish  and  make  the  river  to  contain 
nothing  but  salmon  and  trout.    This  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
S.F .B.  and  those  who  sanction  this  kind  of  thing,  which 
we  are  just  at  present  powerless  to  prevent.    A  lirge 
number  of  our  members  have  been  out  this  holiday,  but 
very  httle  has  been  done.    This  has  been  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  as  it  has  been  wet  and  very 
vnndy  since  Friday  last. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE, 

The  beautiful  weather  on  Good  Friday,  and  a  tolerably 
fine  day  on  Saturday,  brought  a  large  number  of  anglers 
to  many  of  the  Derbyshire  streams,  and  some  moderate 
sport  was  had.    Heavy  showers,  however,  on  Sunday  and 
Monday,  disturbed  the  waters  again,  and  spoiled  the 
tly  fashing,  only  bottom  fishing  with  worms  and  maggots 
being  possible.    Trout  have  not  at  any  time  during  the 
past  week  risen  at  all  well,  and  but  few  natural  flies  have 
been  seen  on  the  waters.   Before  the  rain  came  a  few 
anglers  were  out  on  the  Wye  between  Eowsley  and 
iiakeweU,  but  no  large  baskets  were  made  ;  nor  has  there 
been  any  really  good  sport  at  present  on  any  part  of  the 
river,  creels  of  about  three  brace  being  about  the  largest 
made    When  fly  fishing  his  been  possible,  the  dry-fly 
min  has  had  a  bad  time  of  it  on  account  of  the  roughness 
ot  the  wind  on  several  days  ;  and  even  with  the  wet  fly  it 
has  at  times  been  very  difficult  to  keep  the  line  on  the 
water.   Anglers  on  the  Derwent  have  done  better  than 
those  on  the  Wye.    Several  decent  catches  have  been 
made  m    the    Ashopton    and    Bamford    districts  by 
Manchester  and  Sheffield  anglers,  chiefly  fishing  with 
woras,  &c.,  not  much  being  done  with  the  fly.  The 
Hathersage  Association  waters  have  had  their  share 
ot  visitors  during  the  holidays,  but  only  moderate  sport 
has  been  had.     Matters    have    on   the   whole  been 
somewhat  better  on  the  Chats  worth  waters,  to  which 
there  have  been  numerous  visitors ;  but  even  there  the 
baskets  made  have  been,  as  a  rule,  small.    Several  brace 
ot  gcod  fish  have  teen  killed  on  the  Darleydale  upper 
lengths  by  bottcm  anglers,  and  lower  down  a  few  small 
•-reels  have  been  made,  one  angler  taking  four  nice  trout. 


averaging  nearly  lib.  each.  Yery  little  has  hem  as  yet 
done  on  the  favourite  lengths  of  Birchwood,  near  Sea 
Hurst,  although  several  well-kuown  and  skilful  anglers 
have  been  out  there,  the  coaditions,  of  weather  and  water 
on  most  days  being  far  from  favourable  for  good  sport. 
The  lower  lengths  of  the  river  by  Holmesford,  Watstan- 
well,  and  Aiubergate,  have  had  many  visitors,  chiefly 
toitom  fishers  and  troUers,  and  some  good  sized  trout  have 
been  taken,  although  but  small  baskets  have  teen  made. 
Anglers  on  several  parts  of  the  D  ive  have  been  numerous,' 
but  on  none  of  them,  even  on  faiily  favourable  days,  has 
there  been  largo  baskets  made,  save  ia  oiio  or  tvo 
exceptional  cases.  On  some  of  the  smiller  tt.eams,  the 
Amber,  Bentley,  Ecolesbourne,  and  Nowe,  several'nice 
lots  of  fish  hav  e  beea  taken  ;  but  as  virith  the  larger  watei  s 
sport  there,  as  a  rule,  has  teen  bat  moderate.  As  the 
waters  finj  down  and  the  weither  improves  good  sport  on 
most  of  the  streams  will,  doubtless,  be  had,  as  fish  are 
plentiful. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  season  in  this 
district  very  few  fish  of  any  size  worth  recording  have 
been  taken,  either  on  the  river  Hull  or  its  tributary 
streams.    Angling  prospects  during  the  holidays  were  not 
so  good  as  had  been  anticipatad.    The  best  catch,  so  far  as 
matches  are  concerned,  was  with  the  Excelsior  A.S.  at 
Weelferry,  the  first  prize  being  taken  with  over  21b.  of  fish. 
The  Eiver  Hull  Society  fished  on  Swinemoor,  the  first 
prize  winner,  Mr.  J.  Powell,  securing  about  Iflb. ;  and  at 
Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  Alfred  Rooms  was  the  winner  of  the  first 
P"ze  m  the  Hull  Ramblers'  Angling  Society's  match  with 
lib.  Zjoz.     The  second  prize  t\  inner  (Mr.  Hughes) 
secured  a  nice  trout  that  scaled  lib,  0|oz.    The  Derring- 
ham  A  S.  also  fished  their  match  at  HuU  Bridge,  but  the 
first  prize  winner  (Mr.  J.  Dayes)  had  only  a  little  over  lib. 
On  the  10th  and  11th  a  few  trout  were  taken  with  worm 
m  the  upper  stretches.     To-day  (Saturday)  the  George 
and  Dragon  and  the  Imperial  Angling  Societies  each  open 
thtir  season  on  Swinemoor.     May  7  has  been  fixed  for 
the  opening  day  of  the  Central   HuU  and  Stoneferry 
Angling  Societies,  Wawneferry  being  selected  by  the 
latter  club  and  Swinemoor  by  the  former  for  operations  • 
whilst  the  Marlborough  A.S,  will  fish  theirs  on  Saturday 
next  (23rd)  at  Weelferry.    The  first  match  of  the  season 
ot  the  Osborne  Anglmg  Association  was  held  on  the 
2nd  mst.  at  Weelferry,  but  the  takes  were  only  poor.  The 
^a,  soiree,  and  ball  held  by  this  society  at  the  Gladstone 
Hall  was  a  very  fair  success ;  and  this  being  their  first 
venture  of  this  kind,  no  doubt  it  will  be  the  forerunner  of 
an  annual  one.    Sea  fishing  during  the  holidays  occupied 
the  attention  of  several  of  our  local  anglers,  and  both 
Bridhngton,  Plambro',  and  Scarborough  were  visited  • 
but,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather' 
1  hear  of  no  very  great  tikes  having  been  made  in  this 
ciass  of  anghng.     On   Monday  evening  the  Victoria 
Angling  Society  hold  a  special  meeting  on  importint 
business  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  at  8  30  p.m.;  and 
at  the  same  clubhouse,  on  Tuesday  evening,  the' Hull 
Angling  and  Preservation  Society  have  a  meeting,  so  that 
those  anglers  who  are  interested  in  the  re-stocking  of  the 
river  Hull  should  attend  and  assist  this  useful  society  in 
its  objects. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  cin  bs  no  doubt  that  the  lake  district  is  yearly 
becommg  more  popular  as  an  angling  resort,  and  the  fact 
has  been  emphasised  during  the  past  holiday  season.  Most 
ot  our  rivers  are  fairly  free  from  pollution,  and  these,  as 
well  as  the  lakes,  are  reported  to  contain  a  good  hexd  of 
n    A  ^.  smart  fall  of  rain  on  the  two  days  precedin<r 
tiood  iriday  rendered  prospects  very  cheering.  Results 
have  been  most  gratifying.    On  the  Kent,  Mr.  T  B 
Jackson  had  a  bisket  of  lljlb.  of  trout;  and  on  the 
tributary  stream,  the  Sprint,  Messrs.  F.  B.  PoUitt  and  J 
Quirk  had  70  and  120  fish  respectively.    Amongst  anglers 
on  the  Eden,  Mr.  W.  Heehs  has  had  fifteen  and  nineteen 
trout;   Mr.  T.  Howe,  twelve;  Mr.  A.  C.  Whitehead 
twenty-nine  ;  Mr.  W.  Ewin,  thirteen  ;  Mr.  T.  Ellwood  (in 
two  days),  211b.    Another  gentleman  creeled  upwards  of 
two  dozen  nice  fish,  and  numerous  others  have  done 
equally  well  on  both  river  and  lake,    A  large  haul  of  fish 
was  made  on  Ullswater  one  day  last  week  by  netting 
some  200  trout  being  secured,  one  of  which  was  over  51b' 
m  weight. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

That  a  good  many  of  our  men  have  been  away  during 
the  recent  holidays  cin  be  stated  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, but  if  you  begin  to  talk  about  the  amount  of 
sport  obtained  you  get  on  debateable  ground.    Quite  a 
small  army  of  anglers  from  Manchester  and  Salford 
including  many  Kingfishers,  invaded  the  district  of  Llany-' 
mynech  and  Llansaintifrydd,  and  safely  left  the  district 
alter  spending  the  holidays  in  pursuit  of  sport.    If  the 
seeking  of  sport  was  not  enough  it  is  a  pity,  for  that  is  all 
they  did  get  in  North  Wales ;  but  on  the  journey  home 
they  had  some  fun,  for,  like  Mark  Tapley,  they  did  their 
best  to  be  jolly  under  difficulties.    Visitors  to  Bala  were 
a  little  better  off,  for  there  they  found  fair  sport  in  the 
streams  ;  but  the  lake  was  simply  off  on  account  of  the 
rough  weather  so  often  prevailing  in  this  popular  resort 
xt'^'^l,  o"'-'  liave  also  been  to 

JNorth  Wales,  but  beyond  a  few  coarse  fish— which  for 
the  future  need  not  be  mentioned  to  the  writer 
??j'S?i.  season— they    did    nothing.  The 

Middleton  Anglers  are  waiting  for  the  time  when 
they  are  fiee  to  fish  for  their  own  in  their  own 
waters,  upon  which  so  much  time  and  money  has  been 
expended.  This  society  is  in  good  order,  and  only  a  few 
vacancies  exist  on  the  roll  call.  The  announcement  that 
the  Witham  Conservators  are  trying  to  stop  the 
exportation  of  live  fish  from  Dogdyke  and  Chapel  Hill  is 
serious  news  for  this  county,  for  we  have  for  a  long  while 
been  drawing  supplies  from  these  places  and  Caistor, 


FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  trout  streams  were  not  very  largely  patronised 
during  the  Easter  holidays,  but  the  prospects  liavo 
improved  somewhat  since  last  Week,  in  consequence  of  the 
rams  and  warmer  temperature.  Flies  are  now  increasing 
on  the  waters,  and  the  fish  have  shown  greater  activity 
especially  m  the  epeninga,  when  they  have  risen  freely  for 
an  hour  before  sunset.  Under  these  conditions  anglers  are 
hopmg  to  get  some  sport  as  the  spring  advances.  More 
lain,  however,  will  be  required  before  subscription  waters 
will  get  into  fishable  condition ;  and  as  there  is  a  prospect 
ot  this  It  IS  hoped,  after  all,  that  the  season  will  not  bo 
such  a  bad  one  as  was  at  first  feared. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  officials  of  our  local  association,  the  County  Palatine 
Angling  AEsiciation,  have  been  busy  during  the  holidivs 
m  looking  alter  their  own  waters.    What  a  labour  of  love 
it  IS  with  honorary  officers  when  they  give  up  their  spare 
time  to  work  of  this  kind.    The  rank  and  file  should  bear 
this  111  mind,  and  exhibit  a  little  more  charity  and 
gratitude  when  discussing  matters.  The  Welcome  Anglers 
are  eager  for  June  Ifi,  and  having  put  their  house  in  order 
ana  firmly  estabh.shed  their  society,  and  being  fully 
equipped,  are  calmly  awaiting  the  enemy-I  mean  June  10 
beveral  of  our  city  fishermen  are  for  Norway  this  season 
a  country  rapidly  gaining  popularity.    One  goes  because 
It  is  not  on  the  telephone,  and  he  cannot  be  incessantly 
rung  up.  _   Another  has  a  different  reason.    At  any 
rate,  something  beyond  fishing  attracts  to  such  a  distance, 
tor  as  good  can  be  got  nearer  home.    If  Scotland  carries 
out    Its  mtention  of  protecting  the  trout,   we  shall 
hear  less  ot  Manchester  men  going  to  Norway  •  for 
many  years  growls  loud  and  deep  have  been  heard  about 
the  indiscriminate  slaugher  of  trout  in  both  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  and  it  is  remarkable  what  an  innings  poachers 
nave  had.     It  is  yet  far  too  soon  to  estimate  accurately 
the  sport  our  meu  have  obtained  during  Easter,  but 
inquiries  so  far  are  not  resulting  in  reports  of  an  excitin<r 
nature.    Our  men  who  have  visited  different  pirts  of  the 
Severn  do  not  speak  respectfully  of  the  Severn  Board  ot 
Uonservators  and  their  attitude   to  coarse  fish  The 
weather  on  Good  Friday  gave  promise  of  great  things  for 
hoJi lay  makers  ;  but  the  promise  was  short  lived,  and  the 
rest  ot  the  vacation  proved  disappointing.  Mr.  McCrirrick 
and  party  are  perhaps  an  exception  to  the  disappointed 
ones.     They  got  in  two  good  days,  but  the  largest  fish 
were  coarss  fish,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  perch 
were  entirely  free  of  spawn.     No  less  than  seven  roach 
over  lib.  were  landed.    All,  however,  were  returned  to 
the  water,  and  will  be  fished  for  agaii  later  on. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Trout  fishermen  here  have  hid  pjor  sport  daring  the 
holidays.  On  Saturday  a  few  fair  baskets  were  takln  on 
the  Fakenham  Club  length  of  the  Wensum,  but  on 
Monday,  o  wing  to  some  peculiarity  in  the  weather,  seareelv 
a  fish  was  killed.  On  Saturday  a  few  nice  fish  were  cau-at 
on  a  private  stream,  and  on  Friday  one  of  21b.  2oz.  was 
killed  in  a  small  back  near  Norwich.  The  rain  of  Tuesday 
will  put  our  waters  into  very  much  better  condition  than 
they  have  been  for  some  time. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Poor  sport  was  met  wi;h  on  the  tributaries  of  the  Trent 
mongst  trout  during  the  Easter  holidays.  Bottom  fishe-a 
weie  out  oa  the  lower  section.^  of  the  Dover  Beck  and 
they  creeleJ  a  tew  brace,  though  none  of  the  fish  ran 'a^ge 
1  wo  o.ters  have  worked  their  way  up  the  beok  to  Eppir- 
stoue,  and  efforts  are  lemg  mad  a  to  destroy  theoi.  Unless 
they  aie  kilLd,  tW_  ate  ceitain  to  seriously  damage  the 
preserves  of  the  Squire  of  Epperstone  Mafnr,  who  has 
gone  to  great  expense  in  re-stocking  the  sestions  running 
throuih  his  estate.  Nothing  on  the  Trent  is  doing  amongst 
salmon  and  toe  Sfort  of  angling  for  the  lordly  fish  is  hardly 
worth  the  candle.    At  the  period  of  writing  (Wednesday 
night)  theriverwa8on4rt.,  and  pos:ibly  the  extra  water 
may  bring  up  some  additional  salmon.    The  Nag's  Head 
bociety,  in  Stoney-street,  in  this  city,  held  tneir  annual 
meeting  on  Monday  evening,  when  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley  was 
elected  the  honorary  secretary  in  succession  to  Mr  W 
Dana,  who  had  been  compelled  to  resign  office  through 
ad vancmg  years.    A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
Mr.  Uaun  who,  for  years,  has  unquestionably  been  one 
ot  our  most  expert  wielders  of  the  fly  rod.  He  ilso  d  -ess»d 

andMr  t'd  f re-elected  president, 
ana  Mr.  1 .  D.  Lewis  honcrary  treasurer.  In  order,  if  posi 
sible,  to  settle  a  rather  vexed  queition,  I  sent,  on  April  9 
a  copy  ot  the  follo^ying  letter  to  Mr.  C.  K.  Eddowes;  oler^ 
to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board:  "Dear  Sir,— Is  it  legal  for 
members  oi  an  anghng  association  renting  waters  from 
riparian  OTyners  on  the  Trent  to  fish  the  said  waters  with 
roa  and  Ime  during  the  close  season  for  eels,  the  said 
members  holding,  at  the  same  time,  either  a  trout  or 
salmon  hcence  from  your  board  ?    My  own  opinion  is  thev 
cannot  so  fish,  but  I  should  much  like  a  line  from  you  on 
the  subject  as  it  has  been  under  discussion  by  one  of  the 
leading  anghng  clubs  in  Nottingham,  whose  executive  rent 
waters  trom  a  riparian  owner  on  the  Trent."  Mr  Eddowes 
rep  led  on  Tuesday  last  as- follows:    "  Dear'  Sir -In 
reply  to   your   letter   of   the    9th   inst     I    be^  to 
inform  you  that  by  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  1886 
anghng  tor  eels  betireen  March  15  and  June  15 '  is  nn'- 
authorised.    Kindly  refer  to  the  Act."    I  am  not  in 
possession  of  a  copy,  so  cannot  refer.    Just  in  clo-inK  I 
hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  Whittle,  the  father  of  our 
army  ot  fly  fishers ;  the  deceased  gentleman  had  reached  * 
the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-two  years.    Like  Mr.  Dann 
referred  to  above,  he  dressed  his  own  flies,  and  was  a 
most  successful  fly  fisher. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

1901!  anglers  were  exceedingly  hopeful  cf  having  a 
glorious  time  amongst  trout  at  Eastertide,  and  the  summer- 
like  weather  experienced  on  Good  Friday  was  liailed  with 
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AS  SUPPLIED  TO  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY. 


3  CONSOMME 


THE  BEST  OF 
PREPARED  SOUPS. 

In  gelatine  tubes. 

Each  tube  makes  f-pint  strong  soup. 
Boxes  of  ten  tubes,  Is.  8^. ;  post  free,  Is.  9icZ. 

SAMPLi:   FREE   ON  APPLICATION. 

Of  all  G-rocers,  Italian  Warehousemen,  &c.,  and  of  the 
Sole  Agents, 

COSENZA  &  CO., 

9B,  WIGMORE  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 


e 


NOTICE. 

WHOLESALE  GUT  MANUFACTURERS, 

HIJOS  DE  JOAQUIN  GARCIA 

(Who  has  supplied  one  of  the  largest  British  gut  importers 
nearly  forty  years). 

J^ddress:    nVEXJRCI  A,  &%yBL±ia., 

♦j*  Ziarge  Stock  in  all  the  Bfxt  Clasnes  and  XjenfjUis  of  Out  can  he  had  Direct 
itt  First  Rand  from  the  Oldest  Manufacturers  in  The  Spanish  Gut  Trade. 


FOR  PRESERVING 


As  supplied  by  all 
Chemists,  or  direct  from 


USE 

SCHERING'S 
FORMALIN 


The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd.,  ^* 


Xiondon,  H.O. 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REaENT  STREET,  LONDON  W. 

Situated  In  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shops,  Ac 

Modem  Improvements.    Moderate  Tariff. 

Wedding  Receptions.  Regimental  and  Club  Dinners,  &c. 


A   SENSIBIti:   FAHiriEB   AT  X.AST. 

THE  AIREDALE  CREEL. 


The  Old  FavouHie/' 

MAX  CREGER'S 

CARLQWITZ 

SAFEST, 
SOUNDEST 

Dinner  Wine. 

PURE 

HUNGARIAN 
BURGUNDY. 
From  151'  per  doz. 
Of  all  Wine  Merchants  and  Grocers, 


See  that  every  Cork  bears  the  brand  "  MAX  GREGER." 
Without  it  the  Wine  is  not  Genuine. 


Elegant,  durable,  light,  and 
.strong;  enamel  lining;  easily 
cleansed.  Holds  141b.  of  fish, 
and  will  keep  them  moist  and 
fresh  without  leakage.  Forms 
dry  and  comfortable  seat.  Made 
with  or  without  hole  in  lid. 
Weight,  2ilb.  to  2i\h. 


PRICE : 

FLY'FISHERS'  CREEL, 

In  best  polished  \Talnut,  14/6. 


SENT  ON  APPROVAL. 


Carriage  free.  Cash  with  order 


JAMES  T.  P1CKER8GILL,  44,  MARKET  PLACE,  KEIQHIEV,  YORKS, 


The  ITCHEN  RIVER 

trout  breeding  ESTABLISHMENT 

Supplies  all  Varieties  of  TROUT  for  STOCKING 
Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Ponds. 

EYED  OVA,  FEY,  YEARLINGS,  1-2,  and  3  YEAR  OLDS 

N.B. — These  fisli  are  bred  from  ova  taken  from  wild  trout,  and  are 
raised  in  fenced  ofE  runs  of  this  river,  thus  they  are  fully  supplied  with 
natiu-al  food  brought  down  by  the  stream,  and  therefore,  when  turned  out 
into  new  waters,  are  far  better  suited  to  find  their  own  food  than  the  general 
run  of  (hand  fed)  artificially  raised  trout. 

Address-Y.  CORRIE,  Esq.,  CHILLAND,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


Telephone : 
6611. 


H.  WHITTY, 

15,  BASNETT   STREET,  CHURCH   STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 


Telegraph : 
"  Fishing,  Liverpool.' 


GLASS    IVilNI^OW  TRAPS 


SOLD  BY 

HENRY  WHITTY, 

15,  Basnett  Street. 

Price  2/S  and  3/6  each. 
With  WraB  Pkoteotors, 
3/6  and  4/6  each. 


By  means  of  these  Traps 
Minnows  can  be  taken  in  a 
few  minutes,  saving  all  the 
expense  of  procuring  and 
keeping  a  stock.  • 

The  first  day's  catch  wil 
amply  repay  for  the  small 
outlay. 


Rods,  Flies,  and  Tackle  to  suit  all  wants.  Also  Specialities  made  to  order. 


,rcrST  JPUSLISHED. 

HARRY  DRUIDALE,  Fisherman  from 
lYIanxIand  to  England. 

By  HENRY  CABMAN,  late  President  of  the  YorTcshire  Anglers' 
Association,  ^'c.    Extra  crown  8vo.,  8s.  6d.  net. 

MACMILLAN    AND   CO.,    Ltd.,  LONDON. 


CHEVALIER  BOWNESS  &  BOWNESS, 

4a,  DUNCANNON  STREET,  CHARING  CROSS, 

{From  230,  STRAND  and  BELL  YARD.)         ESTABLISHED  200  YEARS. 

Manuktnreis  of  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  CASTS,  FLIES,  &c. 

We  invite  inspection  of  our 

SALMON  FLIES,  tied  on  the  Premises. 
Rolled  and  Split -winged  TROUT  FLIES  in  every  Pattern. 

BOWNESS'S  "SOLITE"  FLY  RODS, 

In  Whole  Cane  or  Wood,  2  tops,  spear  and  bag  complete, 

21s. 


SPECIiLISTS  IN  ANIMAL,  FISH,  AND  BIRD  PRESERVING. 
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delight.    On  that  day  a  large  number  of  anglers  went  out 
to  the  various  waters,  and  were  fortunate  in  obtaining 
some  satisfactory  sport.     Since  then,  like  the  rest  of 
Englaod,  Sheffield  and  district  has  experienced  miserably 
wet  weather,  very  few  anglers  having  ventured  forth. 
Pi  ior  to  the  break  up  in  the  weather,  the  river  Derwent 
afforded  scmj  excellent  fishing,  and  in  the  waters  near 
Sickleholme  Anglers  have  accounted  for  a  large  number  of 
fith,  the  mcst  successful  manner  of  fishing  being  wirh 
floats.    In  the  private  club  waters  at  Matlock  Bath  and 
DarleyDale,  and  other  places,  numerous  rodsters  have  had 
some  very  decent  catches,  the  takes  averaging  from 
two  to  four  brace  per  rod.    All  the  fish  caught  have 
been  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  Lochleven  trout 
especially  have  been  in  grand  order.    In  the  waters 
close  at  he  ma  some  good  sport  has  resulted,  and  the  river 
Loxley  has  fully  maintained  its  reputation  for  being  a 
first-class  trout  stream.    Local  anglers  have  paid  con- 
siderable attention  to  it  during  the  last  week  or  so,  and 
fish  weighing  well  on  to  21b.  each  have  been  killed,  dock 
grubs  having  proved  to  be  the  most  effective  baits.  The 
large  Damflask  Keservoir,  the  property  of  the  corporation, 
whfoh  contains  some  grand  trout,  will  be  open  for  fishing 
to  a  limited  extent,  the  water  committee  being  determined 
to  keep  the  number  of  rods  within  bounds.    It  is  hoped 
that  the  corporation  will  preserve  trout  in  the  other 
resjrvoLrs  and  dams  under  their  control.    Not  mucb  fishing 
has  been  done  in  the  river  Sheaf,  the  volume  of  water 
being  too  great,  and  the  weather  a  little  too  cold.  The 
height  of  the  water  is  now  going  down,  and  there  should 
be  sime  good  catches  during  the  next  few  days.  On 
Tuesday  evening  a  dinner  was  held  at  the  Three  Cranes 
Hotel,  Bank-street,  to  make  a  presantation  to  Messrs.  C.  W. 
Styring,  T.  Guest,andT.'Walker,whoforthelastthirtyyears 
have  been  president,  treasurer,  and  secretary  of  the 
Sheffield  Anglers'  Association.    The  three  oflicials  have 
been  connected  with  the  association  ever  since  its  com- 
mencement, and  it  is  mainly  through  their  instrumentality 
that  it  has  grown  to  its  present  proportions.  The  first  few 
years    ago   the   association    had  many  difiijulties  to 
encounter.    Twenty  years  ago  the  ba'ance  at  the  end  of 
the  year's  working  was  Is.  2^i.,  now  it  is  over  £400,  this 
being  on  a  turnover  of  over  £4000.    The  membership  is 
10,500,  and  they  have  the  right  of  fishirg  in  over  100  miles 
of  water,  which  are  carefully  and  systematically  preserved. 
The  presentation  to  the  officials  consisted  of  a  £100  cheque 
divided  between  them,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  (Alderman 
Franklin)  handed  the  cheque  to  the  recipients,  who 
suitably  replied. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  Easter  holidays  were  productive  of  disappointment, 
on  account  of  the  stormy  weather.  The  success  of  several 
salmon  netters  in  the  upper  Severn  this  season  shoulj 
encourage  those  who  have  so  long  agitated  for  the  better- 
ment_  of  the  fisheries  to  increase  their  efforts,  until 
practical  measures  are  taken  to  improve  the  stock  of  fish, 
and  to  more  equitably  apportion  the  annual  yield  of  the 
river  between  the  upper  and  lower  water  interests.  At 
Wroxeter,  below  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Dryton,  has 
netted  something  like  a  dozen  good  fish,  the  heaviest 
weighing  2.31b.  Near  the  confluence  of  the  Vyrnwy  with 
the  Severn  there  is  a  good  stretch  of  deep  -water,  and 
netting  licences  have  been  issued  to  two  or  three  local 
owners,  with  the  result  that  some  thirty  fish  have  been 
landed,  and  disposed  of  at  Shrewsbury  at  a  satisfactory 
price.  The  fact  of  salmon  fishing  in  the  upper  Severn 
being  this  year  more  satisfactory  in  the  upper  waters  must 
not,  however,  be  taken  as  proving  that  the  supply  of  fish 
generally  has  improved.  When  the  results  of  the  seas  n 
throughout  the  district  are  estimated,  it  will  probably  be 
found  that  netting  in  the  tidaL  waters  has  not  been  as 
successful  as  it  should  be.  Restricted  netting,  increassd 
protection,  and  equitable  dealing  with  all  interests  con- 
cerned are  the  only  means  by  which  the  Severn  conserva- 
tors can  bring  about  the  improvement  in  the  Severn 
salmon  fisheries  that  is  so  urgently  necessary  for  the 
common  good. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Trout  fishing  in  this  disitiet  may  be  said  to  commence 
on  Good  Friday,  which  is  the  day  the  clubs  commance 
fisliQg  their  respective  club  viaters.  This  year  the  weather 
was  anything  but  inviting,  it  I  eing  stormy,  and  a  strong 
wmd  blowing;  ttill,  many  anglers  weie  out,  but  the  take 
ot  fish  was  small.  The  Izaak  Walton  Club  did  about  the 
best,  Mr.  Ban-s  having  about  the  nicest  show  of  two  brace, 
good  in  size  and  condition.  Some  were  off  on  Sunday' 
but  did  little.  On  Monday  many  were  off  by  train,  iu 
traps,  and  on  cycles,  but  it  was  very  wet  in  the  afternoon 
and  the  wind  very  high,  and  miny  lad  a  good  soiking! 
Not  many  fish  were  taken,  but  the  president  of  the  city 
club  (Mr.  Martin  Perks)  had  a  good  one  or  two,  the  w  ocm 
bfciag  the  bait  chiefly  used;  it  was  loo  windy  for  the  fly. 
Very  few  visited  the  Teme.  and  the  Severn  became  very 
torbid,  and  but  few  tried  their  luck  in  it.  Some  anglers 
who  went  further  afield  yesterday  had  much  better  luck  • 
the  day  was  beautiful,  aud  a  nice  lot  of  trout  were  taken  • 
but  they  are  certamly  not  yet  well  on  the  feed,  an i  the 
^»]ori*y  ?f  tlie  fish  may  eat-ily  be  in  better  cordition. 
Mr.  Martin  Perks,  having  cut  the  gut  to  save  the  trouble 
of  extricating  the  hook  from  one  fine  trout  he  took,  was 
BurpriBed  the  next  morning  on  proceeding  to  remove  it  to 
find  that  the  hook  was  in  the  mouth  of  a  smaller  fish  of  the 
same  species,  which  must  have  been  immediately  gorged 
by  the  larger  fish,  and  conclusively  proves  that  they 
devour  their  own  progeny  when  they  have  no  other  fish  to 
teed  on  ;  but  that,  I  presume,  is  not  doubted.  The 
Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Club,  which  has  its  fuU 
complement  of  members,  are  completing  the  arrangements 
for  their  several  contests  to  be  held  during  the  season  • 
they  have  a  grand  lot  of  prizes  promised  in  addition  to 
those  given  by  the  club.  They  had  a  vei-y  enthusiastic 
mcetiDg,  and  the  members  are  looKng  forward  to  pleasant 
outings,  t- 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  general  conditions  for  angling  have  teen  decidedly 
better  just  lately,  the  weather  being  warmer  and  the  state 
of  the  rivers  more  satisfactory.  Some  of  the  waters, 
indeed,  are  in  almost  perfect  trim  for  fishing,  and,  as  a 
result,  fly  fishers  on  the  whole  have  had  an  enjoyable  time 
of  it  this  Easter  on  the  Wharfe,  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd,  &o. 
The  steady  rains  of  last  Monday  night,  whilst  delighting 
agriculturists,  do  not  appear  to  have  retarded  trout  fishing 
to  any  extant  at  the  favourite  haunts,  and  gocd  sport  has 
been  exjierienced  with  the  Early  Brown,  March  Brown, 
and  Waterhen  Bloa  as  a  three-fly  cast ;  whilst  others 
have  tried  with  advantage  the  March  Brown,  Spanish 
Needle,  Little  Early  Brown,  and  Dark  Bloa;  (2)  Partridge 
and  Yellow,  Dotterel  and  Yellow,  Dark  Watchet,  atd 
Sand  Gnat.  Accounts  from  the  Scarborough  district 
show  that  sea  angling  is  improving.  Capt.  Johnstone  has 
for  the  future  prohibited  all  baits  but  fly,  and  is  issuing 
53.  tickets,  available  from  May  1  to  July  31.  A  number 
of  reports  are  awaited  from  the  outlying  districts.  The 
Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Club  (Driffield)  held  their  second 
yearly  fishing  match  at  HuU  Bridge  on  Good  Friday,  when 
eighteen  members  competed.  Owing  to  the  swiftly 
running  tide  the  sport  was  only  poor,  the  biggest  catch 
(H.  Verity)  not  exceeding  14oz. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Black  Gnat. — Wijte  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Lion 
Hotel,  Farningham, 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents,'] 

THE  YAWLING. 
Dear  Sib, — For  weeks  past  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
Frank  Gosden,  has  been  laying  down  the  law  on  the  white- 
bait question.  I  am  aware  that  he  has  done  good  work  in 
another  direction,  and  for  that,  I,  and  I  am  sure  aU  your 
readers  are  willing  to  give  him  every  credit  be  may  deserve. 
But  the  case  is  altered  when  he  sets  himself  up  as  an  oracle 
on  a  subject  he  most  evidently  does  not  understand,  accases 
everyone  who  has  the  temeri^y  to  differ  one  hair's  breadth 
from  his  views  of  being  an  "  unscientific  scoffer,"  or  else 
of  sneering  at  and  disregarding  all  previous  authorities, 
scientists  and  experts,  and,  above  all,  of  refusing  to  accapt 
the  teaching  of  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  whose  "  pupil  " 
Mr.  Gosden  claims  to  have  been  for  sixteen  years.  I  do 
not  wish  to  put  it  offensively,  but  inquiries  I  have  made 
lead  me  to  believe  that  ia  Mr.  Gosden's  mind  the  word 
"  pupil ''  carries  a  somewhat  different  significition  to  that 
which  either  popular  usage,  or  any  dictionary  I  know  of, 
accords  to  it.  Even  accepting  Mr.  Gosden's  version  of  his 
relat  ion  to  Mr.  Buckland  (which  I  am  perfectly  ready  to 
do),  is_  it  not  a  slur  on  the  great  naturalist's  teacLing 
capability,  or  else  a  reflection  on  the  receptive  and  retentive 
capacity  of  Mr.  Gosden's  mind,  that  after  having  had  the 
advantage  of  instruction  from  such  a  source  for  so  long  a 
period,  he  should  be  so  ignorant  of  the  elements  of  the 
matter  cn  which  he  poses  as  an  expert,  and  should  use 
such  deplorably  slip-shod  English  in  which  to  wrap  the 
opinions  he  pushes  down  your  readers'  throats  with  so 
much  persistency  and  absolute  cocksureness  ? 

It  is  only  fair  to  your  correspondent  that  having  made 
such  a  statement,  I  should  give  an  example  of  both  of 
these  failings.  In  his  numerous  letters  I  could  find  speci- 
mens by  the  dozen,  but  to  save  space  I  will  mention  only 
one  of  each  character.  In  the  F,  G.  of  Jan.  29,  page  90, 
he  sajs :  "  I  presume  in  the  first  place  that  the  yawling  of 
Leigh  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  river  Thames,  of  which 
I  write."  Is  it  not  passing  strange  that  an  expert  on 
Thames  whitebait  should  be  unaware  that  Leigh,  the  very 
head  and  centre  of  the  Thames  whitebait  trade,  is  on  that 
river  ?  Indeed,  that  it  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Thames  conservators,  and  some  ten  or  twelve  miles 
inside  the  Nore.  Again,  in  your  issue  of  April  2,  Mr. 
Gosden  says,  in  reference  to  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine's  exami- 
nation of  whitebait  in  the  market :  "  Mr.  Jardine  did  not 
distinguish  any  shad,  the  true  whitebait,  among  any  of 
these  samples,  more's  the  pity ;  if  he  had  done  so,  it  would 
have  amply  repaid  him  for  his  trouble  and  completely  over- 
thrown all  previous  authorities,  scientists  and  experts — wi'h 
the  exception  of  those  hatched  at  the  Brighton  Aouarium  in 
1872." 

There  are,  I  believe,  "  baby  incubators  "  at  the  London 
Aquarium  and  other  places  ;  but  if  wa  are  to  believe  Mr. 
Gosden,  the  Brighton  people  have  "gone  one  better,"  and 
actually  hatched  "  previous  authorities,  scientists  and 
experts  !  "  It  would  be  ludicrous,  if  it  were  not  so  painful, 
to  see  a  man  who  has  admittedly  done  good  work  making 
such  obviously  absurd  statements.  But  Mr.  Gosden  may 
contend  tha';  he  meant  whitebait  were  hatched;  he 
certainly  does  not  say  so.  If  that  is  his  meaning,  he  is 
wrong  in  his  facts,  because  the  whitebait  were  not  hatched 
in  the  Aquarium,  but  taken  alive  from  the  sea  and  placed 
in  a  tank  by  Frank  Buckland  and  Henry  Lee. 

There  is  one  personal  matter  to  wbiah  I  beg  permission 
to  allude.  If  Mr.  Gosden's  letter,  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  March  5  (page  184),  has  any  meaning  at  aJl,  it 
charges  me  with  having  endeavoured  to  foist  on  the 
scientific  world  a  new  species  of  fiish  which  does  not  exist ; 
in  other  words,  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  something  like 
an  attempted  natural  history  fraud.  Names  are  not 
mentioned,  I  know,  but  the  remarks  can  only  apply  to  me. 
But  let  Mr.  Gosden  speak  for  himself.  This  is  what  he 
says : 

"  For  instance,  take  a  person  considering  a  fish,  or 
fishes,  to  ba  totally  different  from  what  they  really  are, 


and  try  by  many  unscientific  scruples  to  convince  the 
unwary,  also  scientific  men,  that  the  example  or  examples 
are  a  species  of  their  own  ;  when,  at  the  same  time,  they 
have  already,  and  many  long  years  sincp,  been  designated 
as  a  certain  species  of  fish  (totally  different  to  the  above 
examples),  and  classified  as  such,  consequently  twenty 
pilchards  will  never  make  one  herring,  and  rii:e  versa." 

This  may  be,  in  Mr.  (iosden's  mind,  a  convincing  argu- 
ment as  to  my  culpability,  but  I  freely  confess  it  passes 
my  poor  comprehension  ;  I  cannot  undera'atid  it,  and  up 
to  the  presmt  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  anyone  who 
could  enlighten  me.  Personally,  I  have  taken  no  part  in 
this  controversy. _  I  asked  in  the  Fiahimj  Gazette  of 
Jan.  22  (page  72)  if  anyone  could  give  any  infoimation  on 
the  natural  history  of  a  small  fish  which  ia  Itere  called  the 
"yawling."  If  Mr.  Gosden  had  troubled  to  read  my 
letter  he  would  have  seen  that  I  was  perfectly  well  aware 
that  Dr.  Day  gives  yawling  as  a  local  name  for  the  young 
of  the  herring ;  indeed,  I  quoted  him  to  that  effect, 
giving  chapter  and  verse.  Never  for  one  moment  did  f 
dispute  Dr.  Day,  but  "ventured  to  suggest"  that  lha 
fish  which  the  men  liere  call  yawling  "  are  not  henings  at 
all ;  "  in  other  words,  that  the  men  wrongly  caU  this  fish 
by  a  name  which  is  usually  applied  to  the  herring,  i.e. 
that  the  local  fishermen  are  wrong,  not  Dr.  Day.  On  the 
strength  of  this,  for  I  have  never  written  another  word 
on  the  matter,  or  altered  my  position  in  the  least,  Mr. 
Gosden  brings  against  me  this  cliarge  of  attempted  fraud 
on  the  scientific  world,  and  then  proceeds  to  prove  how 
wrong  I  am,  how  shallow  are  the  pretensions  I  have  Pot 
made,  by  attributing  to  Dr.  Patterson  opinions  on  the 
subject  which  the  doctor  entirely  repudiated  in  your  last 
issue. 

Some  two  months  ago  Mr.  Gosden  asked  for  specimens 
of  the  yawling  for  diagnosis.  These  were  promptly  sent 
to  him,  but  he  has  never  referred  to  them.  Is  it  that  he 
finds  on  examination  they  do  not  support  his  preconceived 
ideas  on  the  subject?  Again,  he  says,  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Feb.  5  (page  108)  :  "  Strange  to  say,  no  such 
thing  as  a  smelt  or  shad  have  (sic)  ever  been  found  either 
in  Thamesor  Exe  whitebaitas  recorded  by  Dr.  Buckland." 
Within  twenty-four  hours  of  tha  publication  of  that  issue 
I  sent  him  specimen  smalts  taken  by  me  from  amongst 
Thames  whitebait.  He  has  been  discreetly  silent  on  that 
point  also.    What  are  we  to  think  ? 

Of  the  entirely  offensive  tone  of  his  letter  of  March  5  I 
take  no  notice.  I,  and  I  am  sure  my  friends  the  Leigh 
fishermen,  can  afford  to  disregaid  such  cheap  sneers. 

I  am  sorry  my  letter  is  so  long.  I  could,  however,  say 
much  more  did  space  permit,  but  I  wCl  conclude  by 
expressing  the  earnest  hope  that  for  the  sake  of  his  own 
reputation  as  an  "  ichthj  ological  expert,"  and  a  pupil  of 
the  great  naturalist  now  gone  from  us,  Mr.  Gosden 
will  be  more  careful  of  his  facts  before  he  ventures 
again  to  bring  unfounded  charges  againsi  any  of  your 
readers,  or  to  brand  those  of  whose  scientific  attain- 
ments he  knows  nothing,  as  "  unscientific  scoffers."  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Messrs.  Jardine  and 
WUcccks  for  their  ccurteous  and  interesting  replies  to  my 
query.— Yours,  &c.,  Charles  Hussey. 

[The  correspondence  on  this  subject  may  welt  close 
now. — Ed.]   

WHAT  IS  THE  YAWLING? 
Dear  Sir, — Dr.  Patterson  hon.  sec.  to  the  Biitish  Sea 
Anglers'  Society,  accuses  me,  in  a  not  very  praiseworthy 
manner  from  one  of  such  estimated  calibre,  in  his  note 
"  What  is  the  Yawling  ?  "  His  words,  to  wit,  read  thus  : 
"  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  Mr.  Frank  Gosden  has  dragged 
my  name  into  the  '  yawling '  controversy.  In  spite  of 
what  Mr.  Gosden  says,  I  am  bound  to  state  that  I  am  not 
convinced  one  way  or  the  other.  At  present  I  think  that 
Mr.  Hussey's  suggestion  that  the  '  yawling  '  is  a  distinct 
or  hybrid  fish,  which  has  not  hitherto  been  recognised, 
has  something  to  support  it ;  but  while  still  open  to' 
conviction  the  other  way,  I  shall  look  forward  to  seeing  in 
July  next  specimens  of  adult  '  yawling '  to  settle  the 
matter.  I  am  always  ready  to  defend  my  stated  opinions, 
but  do  not  like  to  be  misquoted  by  Mr.  Gosden  or  anyone' 
else." 

Let  us  see  how  this  "  dragging  "  has  been  accomplished, 
in  "spite"  of  what  Dr.  Patterson  complains.  In  the 
first  place,  Mr.  Hussey,  of  Leigh,  sent  me  privately  for 
diagnosis  some  fish  taken  iu  the  whitabait  nets,  among 
which  were  supposed  to  be  fish  of  a  different  species  to  the 
herring  or  sprat,  tut  they  proved  to  be  only  herrings  and 
sprats.  On  Felj.  5  (see  Fishing  Gazette)  Mr.  Hussey 
quoted  my  letter  at  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society's 
weekly  meeting,  and  the  hon.  sec.  invited  him  to  produca 
authentic  specimens  of  the  "  yawling." 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  26  the  hon.  stc. 
produced  four  specimens  of  the  "genuine"  yawling, 
given  him  by  Mr.  Hussey,  and  pronounced  one  to  ba  a 
hening,  two  were  sprats,  and  one  he  was  dubious  about. 
Mr.  Hussey  spoke  on  the  subject,  and  said  the  loca 
fishermen,  with  one  exception,  were  still  of  opinion  that 
the  yawling  was  a  distinct  species. 

The  bone  of  contention  complained  of  by  Dr.  Patterson 
appears  to  be  a  statement  which  appeared  in  tte 
Fishing  _  Gazette  of  March  5,  in  my  letter,  entitled 
"Scientific  or  L'nscieatific,"  as  follows:  "Just  at  the 
present  time  we  have  placed  before  us  a  supposed  new 
species  of  fish,  and  it  stands  to  reason  it  must  be  so, 
because  the  whole  of  the  Leigh  fishermen,  with  one 
exception  say  so,  the  one  exception  being  a  Buckkndite. 
This  new  species  having  being  examined  by  an  expert, 
was  commented  upon  by  that  practical  scientific  ichthy- 
ologist Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  M.D.,  F.Z.S.,  who  kindly 
invited  an  inspection  of  '  adult '  specimens,  which  have  been 
duly  presented  and  pronounced  by  Dr.  Patterson  to  be 
'  herrings  '  and  '  sprats,'  precisely  the  same  answer  given 
previously  by  the  ichthyological  expert.  I  do  not  think 
any  one  who  looks  QarefiiUy  into  the  eufeject  will  arrive  ftt 
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any  other  conclusion  tlian  tliat  the  examples  forwarded 
were  not  a  new  species.  Thus,  after  Dr.  Patterson's 
decision,  we  have  got  to  the  bottom  of  the  matter." 

Dr.  Patterson  says,  "In  spite  of  what  Mr.  Gosden 
says."  Kindly  allow  me  to  say,  in  "spite"  of  what  Dr. 
Patterson  says.  I  own  I  am  getting  very  near  sighted , 
but  I  really  cannot  see  at  all  where  /  have  ' '  dragged ' ' 
him  into  the  "  yawling  controversy." 

I  shall  loolc  forward  to  the  seeing  or  hearing  in  July 
next  of  specimen  adult  "yawling"  as  Dr.  Patterson 
does,  but  he  must  not  forget  the  four  specimens  of 
"  genuine  yawling  "  presented  to  him  by  Mr.  Hnssey  on 
Feb.  23,  which  he  pronounced  as  above — sprats  and 
herrings,  and  one  dubious. 

Dr.  Patterson  should  not  forget  the  dead  test  of  Mr.  C. 
Hussey  (see  Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  22).  It  is  worthy  of 
remark  :  "  If  a  dead  yawling  ba  picked  up  by  his  tail  Lij 
entrails  fall  through  his  gills  ;  or,  as  the  men  express  it, 
'  he  unbuttons  his  shirt  collar,'  and  this  peculiarity,  which 
ii  not  found  in  the  herring  or  sprat,  seems  to  show  another 
difference."  So  from  this  the  writer  presumes,  if  the 
diagnosis  cannot  be  made  on  a  live  fish,  only  wait  until  it 
is  dead,  try  the  above  test,  and  the  problem  will  be  at 
once  solved. — Yours  truly,  Frank  Gosden. 

Reading.  ^ 

MORE  ABOUT  THE  RAINBOW  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  great  interest  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior's  paper  on  the  i-ambow  trout,  reproduced  in  your 
nutaber  of  April  2,  and  the  remarks  Dr.  Patterson  made 
on  it. 

The  question  whether  the  rainbow  trout  {Salmo  irideus) 
is  identical  with  the  Salino  gairdnerii  is  of  such  great 
importance,  because  it  would  leave  it  doubtful  whether 
the  rainbow  would  not  after  all  develop  sea-going 
instincts,  and  it  has  therefore  been  uppermost  in  my  mind 
ever  since  I  started  rainbow  breeding  on  a  large  scale. 
I  discussed  this  very  point  with  Sir  James  Maitland,  when 
in  Howietoun  in  1S91,  and  he  certainly  inclined  to  Mr. 
Mather's  opinion  that  the  rainbow  and  the  steel-head 
silmon  of  the  Pacific  coast  were  one  and  the  same  species. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  make  up  my  mind  to  seriously 
accept  even  so  high  an  authority  on  this  point,  as  the 
rainbow  ia  confinement  never  shows  the  characteristic 
signs  of  the  wandering  Sahnonid:-e,  such  as  the  true 
salmon  {Salmon  salar)  will  show  after  its  second  year, 
and  the  quinnat  (8ah)w  quinnat)  of  the  Pacific  coast 
already  after  its  first  year,  viz.,  jumping  at  the 
inlet  screens,  and  trying  every  possible  way  to  get  out  of 
bonds,  whilst  the  rainbow  never  shows  this  tendency,  even 
at  a  more  advanced  age  and  after  several  spawning 
ssasons.  I  consider  this  evidence  of  indirect  value, 
however,  only,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  two  letters  I 
inolofe  from  Mr.  Dougherty,  U.S.  Fishery  Commissioner 
at  Hoopah  Valley,  ought,  I  think,  settle  this  question  once 
and  for  all,  and  in  favour  of  the  rainbow  being  a  distinct 
not  sea-going  variety. 

Mr.  Dougherty  says : 

U.S.  Commission  of  Fish  and  Fisheries. 

Hoopah  Valley,  California. 
Nov.  17,  1897. 
The  only  trout  we  propagate  here  are  the  native  (Sabno 
irideus)  and  a  sea  trout  {Salmo  gairdne rii),  with  whioh 
we  are  now  stocking  the  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes — a 
very  fine  fish,  vireighing  from  151b.  to  251b.  I  will  com- 
municate to  you  in  due  time  such  information  as  I  obtain 
from  the  central  ofiioe  in  Washington. — I  am,  sir,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Dougherty 
(Ca.pt.  U.S.A.). 

Hoopah  Valley,  CalLfcraia. 
Jan.  6,  1898. 

Dear  Sir,— Your  letter  of  the  14th  ult.  is  received.  I 
will  send  you  a  box  of  Gairdnerii  ova  in  the  spring,  and 
will  attend  personally  to  the  packing  of  the  sa,me.  Such  a 
long  journey  will  make  the  expense  considerable — these  go 
at  my  expense — but  if  the  ova  go  through  in  good 
condition,  it  will  be  a  very  satisfactory  expenditure. 

For  a  long  time  it  was  generally  believed  that  the 
Gairdnerii  was  the  anadromous  form  of  the  native  trout, 
and  some  are  of  that  opinion  still.  Lite  investigation, 
however,  goes  a  long  way  to  show  that  they  are  perma- 
nently distinct  forms  or  species,  and  that  the  steel-head  has 
some  characteristics  not  common  with  the  Atlantic  salmon, 
which  it  resembles  in  appearance  and  habit. 

Near  the  head  of  the  Columbia  river,  in  Washington, 
the  numerous  lakes  are  inhabited  by  the  Kamloop  trout, 
which  has  bsen  land-locked  in  those  waters  for  many  ages 
of  geologic  time.  The  Kamloop  trout  resembles  the 
steel-head  closely  in  every  particular,  the  very  slight 
difference  being  such  as  would  naturally  result  from  a 
separate  environment  long  continued.  This  trout  has 
never  been  back  to  the  ocean  since  the  conliaent  rose  and 
locked  him  in,  and  as  we  find  no  evidence  of  atavism,  or  of 
return  to  a  primitive  form,  we  now  believe  that  the 
Kamloop  trout  and  the  steel-head  are  one,  and  entirely 
distinct  from  the  rainbow. 

For  eome  years  back  we  have  been  successfully  planting 
the  steel-head  in  the  Great  Lakes,  and  in  the  land-looked 
waters  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  tbis  year  I  expect  to  S3nd 
east  about  a  million  of  the  ova.       W.  E.  Dougherty. 

Mr.  S.  Jatfe, 

Rittergut  Sandfort, 

Osnabriick,  Hanover,  Germany. 

Mr.  Senior  very  kindly  rceipitulates  all  that  is  known 
about  the  fate  of  the  first  trial  consignments  of  rainbows 
to  England,  but  it  may  bo  interesting  to  him  to  know 
something  about  the  1885  consignment  to  Germany  (the 
few  ova  sent  in  1882  to  Ilerr  von  Behr  coming  to  nothing 
in  the  end),  particularly  as  Dr.  Patterson  claims  this  1885 
CODBignment  to  have  been  the  Shasta  trout,  and  not  the 


rainbow  trout  proper.  As  far  as  I  can  trace  the  history 
of  this  consignment,  there  is  only  one  place  (Moisburg) 
which  can  still  show  the  unmixed  strain  of  this  shipment ; 
500  eggs  were  sent  to  its  owner,  and  the  result  was  278 
yearlings  have  now  developed  into  some  thousands  of  fish, 
the  strain  having  been  kept  quite  pure.  I  have  often 
handled  these  fish,  and  they  are  not  much  different  from 
other  rainbow  trout  in  marking  and  appearance,  and  if  it 
is  of  any  interest  to  Dr.  Patterson,  I  shall  be  glad  to  let 
him  have  both  eggs  and  specimens  of  the  full  grown  trout 
to  compare  with  any  Shasta  he  may  have  to  put  against 
them. 

I  take  Mr.  Senior's  meaning  to  be  that  the  rainbow  has 
been  tried  once  in  fish  culturists'  hands  at  least,  in 
England,  and  not  been  continued,  and  that  perhaps  the 
same  thing  may  occur  asrain. 

What  happened  in  England,  and  what  happened  over 
here,  and  what  to  a  large  extent  may  happen  again,  is  this : 

The  rainbow  trout,  on  its  introduction,  has  been  takeuj 
both  in  planting  and  rearing,  as  being  on  all  fours  with  the 
old  favourite  brown  trout,  which  it  is  certainly  not.  As  to 
planting,  I  have  stated  my  opinion  very  clearly  from  the 
outset,  and  I  should  be  sorry,  both  for  the  brown  trout, 
more  so  for  the  rainbow,  if  it  were  disregarded. 

Reservoirs,  deep,  with  plenty  of  food,  with  a  small,  inter- 
mittent water  supply,  and  liable  to  heat  up,  and  therefore 
not  first  rate  for  brown  trout,  similar  ponds,  and  the  great 
number  of  deepish,  sluggish  sti-eams,  unfitted  for  brown 
trout  either  by  the  character  of  their  water  or  by  doubtful 
spawning  facilities,  are  quarters  for  the  rainbow,  and 
quarters  I  should  say  quite  ample  without  intruding  on 
tbe  domain  proper  of  the  brown  trout.  The  rainbow  loves 
clean,  warm  water  (not  every  slimy,  polluted  pool  will  do 
for  it),  and  when  jlinted,  against  its  nature,  in  shallower, 
cold,  rapid  sfcimms,  where  the  fario  does  well,  loill  go 
down  to  its  proper  quarter — the  deeper  reaches  lower 
down. 

As  to  propagating  ihe  rainbow,  the  ultimate  cause  of 
the  failure  of  the  1885  experiments  is  to  be  looked  for  on 
exactly  the  same  grounds.  Rainbows  are  not /orio.s,  and 
want  quite  a  different  treatment  in  the  hands  of  the 
pisciculturists,  and  I  must  here  apologise  for  getting  into 
rather  technical  matters.  I  have  before  me  a  letter  from 
a  Swiss  breeder,  written  in  1891  in  great  despair,  because 
the  beautiful  rainbows  turned  out  unsatisfactory  breeders  ; 
and  much  the  same  thing,  at  least,  by  what  Sir  James 
Maitland  told  me  in  1891,  and  Mr.  Andrews  in  1893, 
occurred  in  Great  Britain,  still  occurs  over  here,  and  will 
occur  agiin,  if  nature  is  not  mora  closely  watched. 

I  used  to  lose  at  the  start  50  per  cent,  and  more  of  my* 
rainbow  from  this  imperfect  impi'egnation  as  I  thought,  and 
I  put  it  down  to  the  fish  not  being  fitted  or  not  fitting  itself 
to  European  conditions,  and  for  this  same  reason  English 
fish  culturists  dropped  the  fish  as  being  too  uncertain  a 
breeder. 

Rainbow  eggs  at  that  time  were  impregnated  much  the 
same  fario  eggs,  viz.,  by  stripping  the  female  fish,  and 
carefully  avoiding  every  drop  of  water  before  the  milt  was 
added. 

Now,  two  things  are  noticeable  m  opening  rainbows 
when  near  their  spawning  time,  viz.,  the  very  large, 
comparatively,  size  of  the  milt  sacs  of  the  rainbow  male 
(nearly  four  times  as  much  as  the  fario),  and  the  com- 
paratively large  amount  of  a  watery  fluid  which  surrounds 
the  ripe  ova  of  the  rainbow  female.  Further  investiga- 
tions showed  that  if  kept  in  this  fluid  the  rainbow  ova 
would  not  lose  its  capillary  power  anything  like  as  quickly 
as  the  dry  brown  trout  egg  will  when  spawned  into  water, 
and  since  then  this  fluid  has  been  carefully  spawned  along 
with  the  ova,  securing  nearly  perfect  impregnation. 

I  give  this  experience  for  what  it  may  be  worth  to  my 
English  fellow  pisciculturists. 

As  to  the  unusual  size  of  the  rainbow  milt  sacs  I  have  not 
been  able  to  arrive  at  definite  conolusionSj  but  I  can  only 
state  as  a  fact  that  the  milt  sacs  of  rainbows  caught  on 
the  natural  redds  in  a  wild  state  show  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  really  good  milt,  ready  for  immediite  use, 
than  is  present  in  the  brook  trout  male,  and  that  this  is 
perhaps  one  of  Nature's  kind  provisions  for  counteracting 
the  loss  of  the  watery  fluid,  unavoidable  under  natural 
spawning,  circumstances,  by  providing  an  unusual  amount 
of  useful  milt. — Yours  very  truly,  S.  Jafpe. 

Sandfort  Trout  Fishery,  Osnabriick,  Hanover. 


TROUT  STREAM  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  March  Brown,"  in  your  issue 
of  April  9,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  inform  him  of  one  of  the 
best  trout  streams  (a  tributary  of  the  upper  Severn)  in 
this  district,  if  he  will  communicate  with — Yours  truly, 
Lion  Hotel,  T.  W.  Owen. 

Berriew,  Montgomeryshire, 


NATURAL  WING  TROUT  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  9th  your  correspondent 
"  P.,"  under  the  above  heading,  mentions  the  grand  sport 
he  had  with  flies,  the  wings  being  portions  of  trout  fins 
and  onion  skins.  The  only  fault  was  their  lack  of 
durability. 

The  letter  appearing  under  the  heiding  of  "  Natural 
Wing  Plies,"  and  my  adverlisement  being  referred  to, 
some  of  your  readers  may  infer  that  my  flies,  made  with 
the  wings  of  real  insects,  also  lacked  durability.  I  think 
it  only  right  under  the  circumstances  that  your  readers 
should  be  informed  that  by  my  process  of  strengthening 
natural  wings  they  are  as  strong  as  feathers,  or  more  so. 
I  frequently  hear  of  twelve  or  more  trout  being  taken  with 
one  fly.  This  fact  should  be  well  borne  in  mind,  as  many 
may  be  deterred  from  giving  them  a  trial,  knowing  that 
the  wings  of  natural  insects  hardly  allow  of  their  being 
touched  without  their  falling  to  pieces,  which  is  now 
obviated  by  my  process.  The  marvellous  strength  of  thess 


wings  is  obtained  without  perceptibly  deviating  from  their 
original  appearance. 

Some  years  since  I  also  experimented  with  various  skins 
for  the  purpote  of  wings  for  trout  flies,  which  I  was  able 
to  strengthen,  but  discarded  them  for  real  insect  wings. 
If  your  correspondent  will  communicate  with  me,  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  send  him  a  few  of  my  flies  for  trial. — Yours 
truly,  J.  Richardson, 

111,  Judd-street,  King's  Cross. 

[Everyone  who  is  interested  in  artificial  flies  who  has  not 
seen  these  very  clever  flies  made  by  Mr.  J.  Richardson,  of 
111,  Judd-street,  King's-cross,  should  £ead  him  (id.  or  Is. 
in  stamps,  for  samples.  He  uses  the  naturil  wings  of  flie.», 
so  you  have  a  transparent,  delicate  wing,  and  yet  it  is 
strong  and  supple  ;  his  March  Brown  is  particularly 
good.  We  should  prefer  to  see  tha  wings  set  back  a  little 
more  towards  the  back  of  the  fly  in  some  of  the  patterns. 

We  gave  that  most  keen  and  gen'al  angler,  the  late  Sir 
Assheton  Wilmot,  one  or  two  of  the  first  duns  made  by  Mr. 
Richardson  with  thefe  natural  wings,  and  he  told  us  of 
some  good  sport  he  had  with  them  among  big  trout  on  a 

hot,  still  day. — Ed.]   

BEETLES  !  AND  B.  FLATS. 

Sib, — I  would  begin  by  apologising  for  using  in  my  list 
letter  to  you  the  phrase  "  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Walker."  I  used  the  expreeeion  because  that  person 
being  unknown  to  me,  and  probably  to  the  majority  of 
your  readers,  I  did  not  care  to  say  Mr,  Walker.  As,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Walker's  conduct  in  neither  justifying  nor 
apologising  for  his  accusation  against  myself,  gives  an 
apparently  satirical  intention  to  the  phrase,  I  formally 
withdraw  the  words  "  a  gentleman,  &c." 

Now,  the  only  point  by  which  your  correspondent 
attempts  to  justify  his  wholesale  accusation  of  absolute 
ignorance,  is  that  I  used  the  term  "beetles."  I  don't 
attempt  to  deny  or  minimise  that  dreadful  slip  of 
the  pen.  Had  1  been  writing  to  the  "Bug  Fanciers' 
Gazette "  I  would,  I  hope,  have  written  more  care- 
fully; but  I  fancied  that  the  Fishing  Gazette  was  not 
the  place  for  such  ridiculous  pedantry  as  jour  corre- 
spondent expects.  Hence  I  wrote,  asjl  have  already  said, 
as  an  angler  for  anglers;  and  I  submit  to  your  readers 
that  the  accidental  use  of  a  single  word  is  a  small  thing  on 
which  to  found  an  accusation  of  absolute  ignorance.  It 
somehow  recalls  that  grandiloquent  cry  of  the  Eastern  fig- 
seller  :  "In  the  name  of  the  Prophet,  Pigs!"  In  the 
name  of  Walker,  Beetles  !  ! 

The  fact  is,  that  all  these  water  bugs  having  the  front 
wings  partly  hardened,  are  popularly  spoken  of  as  water 
beetles,  and  the  term  water  bug  is  not  understanded  of 
the  people.  The  quotation  from  Mr.  HaKord,  which  I  see 
Mr.  Walker  attempts  to  deny,  is  to  be  found  at  page  246  of 
"  Dry  Ply  Fishing  "  (at  least,  that  is  the  page  in  the  laige 
paper  copy). 

I  may  also  point  out  that  in  his  first  letter  Mr.  Walker 
sneered  at  me  for  applying  the  term  "horny  wing  case" 
to  the  anterior  wings  of  beetles,  &c.  I  have  already  pointed 
out  that  I  did  not,  at  the  placed  referred  to,  meaa  Corixa; 
but  it  will  enable  your  readers  to  understand  this  pedantic 
writer's  true  position,  when  I  point  out  that  Miall  says  : 
"In  the  Heteroptera  the  fore  pair  (of  wings)  are 
firmer  than  the  hind  pair,  espscially  towards  the 
base,  and  form  elytra,  or  wing  covers,  somewhat 
like  those  of  beetles,"  Whilst  Purneaux  says  :  "  The  outer 
wings  somewhat  resemble  those  of  beetles,  being  organs 
of  protection  rather  than  of  flight,  and,  like  these,  they 
are  commonly  spoken  of  as  elytra."  I  think  this  will 
satisfy  your  readers  that  Mr,  Walker  is  just  a  little  hyper- 
critical. His  inspiration  seems  to  be  mainly  drawn  from 
that  renowned  monograph,*  Messrs.  Dryasdust  and 
Pinnemthrough's  "  Conspectus  luseotorum  Trium  Litera- 
rum"  {vulgo  bug) ;  and  he  is  evidently  one  of  those  folks 
who,  not  having  had  a  proper  ecientific  foundation  for  a 
science  which  they  assume,  are  misled  by  their  ignorance 
into  imputing  a  much  too  great  importance  to  non- 
essentials, such  as  terms. 

I  am  not,  and  do  not  wish  to  be,  an  entomologist  of  the 
Walkerian  type.  All  I  claim  is  sufficient  knowledge  tj 
identify  our  commoner  water  creatures  when  I  come 
across  them.  Nay,  more,  I  am  inclined  to  judge  for 
myself,  and  with  regard  to  the  screw  (despite  Mr, 
Walker's  denial),  I  beg  to  assert  that  those  I  have  kept 
have  constantly  moved  in  a  series  of  jerky  darts,  of  five  or 
six  inches  each,  through  the  water.  Peihips  Mr.  Walker, 
from  want  of  power  to  discriminate,  has  mistaken  some 
other  creature  for  the  screw. 

One  more  word:  Mr.  Walker  accuses  me  of  abusing 
him,  a  pe^'fectly  unfounded  accusation,  as  he  must  know. 
I  must,  of  course,  confess  to  chaffing  him.  There  are 
certain  things  that  are  better  not  taken  seriously,  and  he 
seems  to  be  one  of  them. 

May  I  now  turn  to  the  pleasanter  task  of  thanking 
"  Pheasant  Tail "  for  his  little  pat  on  the  back.  lam 
sorry  to  say  that  I  have  made  no  observations  on  the  lines 
he  suggest,  but  if  I  can  do  S3  in  future  I  will  do  so. 

Pardon  me  if  I  add  at  the  end  of  this  too  long  letter  a 
few  lines  in  reply  to  a  person  writing  under  the  trans- 
parent pseudonym  of  "Em.  Dee."  I  cannot  think  that 
writer  can  have  read  my  letters  on  which  he  comments, 
seeing  he  assumes  me  to  have  said  that  trout  do  not  eat 
Corixcc.  I  distinctly  said  that  I  had  often  found  them  in 
small  trout,  and  had  seen  trout  eat  them  in  my  aquaria, 
but  that  I  had  not  found  them  in  large  trout  or  in  Loch 
Leven  trout.  One  would  have  expected  that  before  join- 
ing in  a  controversy  "Em.  Dee"  would  have  taken  th? 
trouble  to  find  out  what  it  was  about.  As  it  is  he  has 
accomplished  his  own  "  impossible  feat  "  of  proving  a 
negative ;  for,  trying  to  show  his  own  cleverness,  he  has 
proved  the  negative. — I  am,  &c.,  T.  Spence. 

Edinburgh. 

*  Vide  Punch's  "  Unnatural  History." 
Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  23ed,  1898. 


HARRY  DRUIDALE,  FISHERMAN 
FROM  MANXLAND  TO  ENGLAND.* 


Yet  another  addition  to  the  immense  list  of 
.books  on  angling.  They  come  out  so  fast  that 
one  can  hardly  get  time  to  read  them  all,  but  I 
have  not  of  late  years  read  one  which  interested 
me  more  than  this  very  handsome  volume  by  the 
much  esteemed  president  of  the  Yorkshire 
Anglers'  Association.     Messrs.  Macmillan  have 

Sroduced  it  in  a  style  which  leaves  nothing  to  be 
esired. 

That  Mr.  Cadman's  book  is  of  national  im- 
portance will  be  evident  from  the  following 
extract  from  the  Times,  which  appeared  in  Messrs. 
Macmillan's  advertisement  of  it  in  the  8t.  James's 
Gazette  last  month. 

".To  say  that  the  work  ...  is  indispensable  to 
every  public  man,  and  to  many  who  can  lay  no  claim  to 
t'lat  designation,  ia  to  repeat  what  must  be  a  commonplace 
ti  all  who  have  been"  in  ths"  habit  of  referring  to  this 
almost  inexhaustible  mine  of  information." 

A  great  improvement  in  the  tone  of  the  House 
of  Commons  and  public  affairs  generally  may 
certainly  be  looked  for  now  that  Mr.  Cadman's 


Harry  Druidale,  Fisherman  from  Manxland  to 
England.  By  Henry  Cadman,  president  of  the  Yorkshire 
Anglers'  Association.  Illustrated.  London :  Macmillan 
and  Co.   New  York  :  The  Macmillan  Company, 


work  appears  to  have  taken  its  place  as  a  political 
text-book.  The  Kilnsey  Angling  Club  and  the 
Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association  may  well  be  proud 
of  their  representative. 

A  glance  through  the  "  contents  "  shows  that 
Harry  Druidale  covers  a  wide  field,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  extracts  from  the  titles 
of  chapters,  of  which  there  are  thirty-three. 
Chapter  I.  is  a  discourse  on  the  art  generally. 
Chapter  II.  tells  how  Druidale  became  a  fisher- 
man as  a  boy  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  Chapters  III. 
to  X.  relate  to  fish  and  fishing  in  the  Wharfe 
(with  an  account  of  the  origin  of  the  celebrated 
Kilnsey  Club),  Wye,  Derwent,  Clwyd,  Elwy, 
Llugwy,  Eden,  Aire,  Irt,  and  Yore.  Chapter  XI. 
is  on  the  practical  side  of  north  country  fly 
fishing,  and  the  next  three  on  "  Creeper  and 
Stone  Fly  Fishing,"  "  Worm  Fishing  for  Trout," 
and  "  Minnow  Fishing  for  Trout."  Then  we  have 
six  chapters  about  the  Kilnsey  Angling  Club,  its 
waters,  how  and  when  to  fish  them,  its  members 
and  the  jolly  times  they  have,  especially  of  an 
evening  at  the  Tennants'  Arms,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  club.  Not  by  any  means  the 
least  pleasant  times  in  angling  expeditions  are 
those  evenings  at  a  comfortable,  well  kept  angler's 
inn  or  hotel.  Chapter  XXI.  takes  the  reader  to 
the  Tweed,  the  next  to  the  Border  Esk.  The  late 
Mr.  Pritt's  friends  will  appreciate  the  many 
kindly  references  to  him  in  the  book,  especially  in 
Chapter  XXIII.,  which  relates  to  the  Yorkshire 
Anglers'  Association.  Chapters  XXIY.  to 
XXXII.  describe  our  author's  experiences  on 
the  Eden,  Eamont,  in  Welsh  waters,  and  in  the  Isle 
of  Man  again. 

Quite  apart  from  its  interest  as  a  book  of 
anecdote,  incident,  and  fishing  gossip,  Mr. 
Cadman's  book  must  always  have  a  special  value 
as  a  mine  of  information  for  the  trout  fisher 
looking  out  for  what  the  author,  quoting  the 
"  Amateui-  Angler,"  r  -lis  fresh  fields  and  pastures 
new.  So  many  good  fishing  stations  are  described 
and  illustrated  from  capital  photographs  by  Mr. 
C.  H.  Cadman,  that  I  hope  to  see  the  next  edition 
furnished  with  what  the  book  certainly  deserves, 
that  is,  an  index,  and  a  good  one. 

Who  was  the  author  of  that  notorious  libel  that 
described  angling  as  a  fool  at  one  end  of  a  rod 
and  a  worm  at  the  other  ?  He  was  a  Frenchman, 
I  know,  for  I  published  his  name  in  the  Gazette 
some  years  ago.  It  was  certainly  not  Dr.  Johnson, 
nor  was  it  rare  Ben  Jonson,  though  Mr.  Cadman 
attributes  it  to  him.  Jonson  was  one  of  Walton's 
friends,  and  Johnson  a  gi-eat  admirer  of  Walton's 
"  Lives  "  and  also  of  his  "  Compleat  Angler,"  and 
I  hope  anglers  will  remember  this  when  the 
scoffer  scoffs  and  quotes  Dr.  Johnson. 

My  interest  in  Mr.  Cadman's  genial  descrip- 
tions of  his  many  fishing  expeditions  was 
heightened  by  the  fact  that  I  have  fished  in  many 
of  the  streams  referred  to,  and  can  vouch  for  the 
accuracy  and  excellence  of  his  word  pictures. 
Every  angler  who  has  fished  that  queen  of  English 
trout  streams,  the  Eden,  will  endorse  our  author's 
praise  of  it. 

"  What,"  he  asks,  "more  beautiful,  more  quietly 
beautiful  vale  is  there  in  England  than  the  Vale 
of  Eden,  sheltered  for  a  great  distance  on  the 
east  by  the  Pennine  Range,  the  summit  of  which 
is  Cross  Fell,  2893ft.  above  sea  level,  with  its 
snow  drifts,  which  often  linger  until  far  into 
May,  and  sometimes  until  Midsummer  Day  ? 
.  .  .  From  Kirby  Stephen  to  the  cathedral 
city  of  Carlisle  the  vale  is  singularly  beautiful, 
being  generally  well  wooded ;  and  the  soil,  where 
exposed,  being  of  a  ruddy  colour,  blends  har- 
moniously with  the  green  of  the  meadows  and 
the  varied  hues  of  the  growing  corn.  The  houses 
in  the  vale,  being  generally  built  of  red  sand- 
stone, present  a  warm,  cosy  look,  a  striking  con- 
trast to  the  grey,  cold-looking  houses  of  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire.  The  vale,  for  the  most 
part,  is  broad,  and  its  breadth  gives  to  it  an 
appearance  of  richness  such  as  a  narrow  vale — 
more  properly  speaking  a  valley — never  presents. 
In  _  the,  jieighbourhood  of  Lazonby  and  Barron 
Wood,  however,  the  vale  narrows,  and  presents 
the  appearance  of  a  glen,  with  foaming  river  and 
rocks,  both  sides  being  steep,  and  clothed  with 
beautiful  woods  far  above  the  river.  The  scenery 
is  enchanting  in  its  somewhat  wild  or  romantic 
beauty,  affording  such  a  marked  contrast  to  the 
sweet,  quiet  beauty  of  the  vale  above." 

I  shall  never  forget  the  capital  sport  I  had  many 
yeai-s  ago  on  the  Eden,  between  Langwathby  and 


Armathwaite.  The  Barron  Wood  length  is,  T 
think,  the  finest  bit  of  rough  trout  water  I  ever 
fished,  and  is  associated  in  my  mind  with  stretches 
of  the  Coquet,  the  Whitadder,  and  the  Aberdeen- 
shire Don. 

I  should  like  to  quote  Mr.  Cadman's  description 
of  another  most  delightful  river,  the  Yore,  which 
rises  not  far  from  the  source  of  the  Eden.  I  had 
capital  sport  in  the  Yore  not  long  before  the  time 
of  '^^r.  Cadman's  visit  in  1880.  Both  Eden  and 
Yore  are  much  harder  fished  now  than  they  were 
then,  not  only  by  local  anglers,  but  by  visitors  ; 
yet,  as  he  well  points  out,  these  streams  are  so 
admirably  suited  for  trout  that  the  stock  keeps 
up  wonderfully — there  are  so  many  natural 
preserves,  so  many  rich  tributaries,  and,  as  a  rule, 
such  a  good  supply  of  fly  and  other  food,  that 
fair  fishing,  and  even  unfair  fishing,  has  less 
effect  than  on  many  other  rivers.  AU  the  same, 
the  average  size  of  the  fish  caught  is  not  what  it 
was  or  should  be.  Mr.  Cadman  gives  most  useful 
lists  of  the  north  country  flies  he  found  killed 
best  on  different  rivers.  For  my  part,  I  found 
our  Derbyshire,  Devonshire,  and  south  country 
patterns  generally,  most  excellent  creel  fillers  in 
the  north. 

Mr.  Cadman  gives  an  amusing  account  of  his 
first  meeting  (in  1883)  with  "  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Evan  Pritt,  the  celebrated  editor  of  the  Yorkshire 
Post  angling  column,  and  the  founder  of  the 
Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association."  The  present 
president  of  that  most  flourishing  association 
was  returning  to  the  inn  at  Kilnsey  after  an 
involuntary  ducking  on  a  cold  day.  "  On 
entering  the  inn,  in  my  wretched  condition,  I 
encountered  Pritt,  who  had  just  arrived,  and  he 
asked  me  in  his  inimitable  manner  why  I  had 
chosen  to  take  a  cold  bath  on  such  a  day.  ' 

The  "  local  colour"  with  which  Pritt  gam' shed 
Lis  account  of  Mr.  Cadman's  ducking,  in  the 
Yorkshire  Post,  was  Pi-itt  all  over.  How  we  miss 
him  at  the  FJy  Fishers'  Club  dinners.  I  can  well 
imagine  what  jolly  evenings  they  had  at  the  Ten- 
nants' Arms.  "  With  Pritt  to  lead,  the  fun  was 
fast  and  furious  ;  "  and  if  he  led  the  fun  he  led 
in  the  fishing  also,  for  Mr.  Cadman  records  that 
whereas  Mr.  Pritt  killed  nineteen  trout  on  that 
Easter  Tuesday,  two  brace  of  other  members — 
Messrs.  HaUiwell,  Rsffitfc;  Hirst,  and  Cadman — ■ 
only  killed  twenty-four  between  them,  they  using 
small  flies  and  Mr.  Pritt  large  ones. 

Although  the  trout  of  most  of  our  north 
country  streams  do  not  run  large — three  to  the 
pound  is  a  fair  average — there  is  a  fascination 
about  this  north  coimtry  wet  fly  fishing  which,  in 
my  opinion — and  I  have  had  a  pretty  long  expe- 
rience of  both — quite  makes  up  for  the  want  of 
weight  in  your  fish.  In  his  first  and  in  his  last 
chapter  Mr.  Cadman  has  some  references  to  dry 
fly  fishing,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  his  remarks 
which  are  not  favourable  to  dry  fly  fishing  are  not 
based  on  practical  experience,  but  are  the  north 
country  wet  fly  man's  fling  at  those  dry  fly 
practitioners  who  write  superciliously  of  the  wet 
fly  style.  There  is  fortunately  plenty  of  scope  foi- 
both  styles,  and  as  much  skill  is  required  to  be 
successful  with  one  as  with  the  other.  ■  Mr. 
Cadman  is,  of  course,  absolutely  mistaken  when 
he  says,  '•  Be  it  noted,  gentle  reader,  that  fishing 
with  the  floating  fly  is  admitted  to  be  a  faij-- 
weather  amusement."  Many  of  the  best  day's 
sport  I  have  had  with  trout  and  grayling  in 
Hampshire  with  the  small  dry  fly  have  been  on 
soaking  wet,  rough  days.  The  fact  is,  as  Mr. 
Cadman  himself  says,  ''  Under  certain  conditions 
the  dry  fly  may  be  fished  with  advantage  on 
all  rivers."  He  says,  "  It  would  give  me 
much  pleasure  to  meet  some  of  our  brothers  of 
the  dry  fly  on  the  banks  of  Wharfe  or  Eamont 
and  compare  notes,  and  assure  them  that  all 
honest  anglers  love  one  another,  whether  they  be 
wet  or  dry,  and  that  if  they  cannot  always  agree 
they  can  agree  to  differ,  and  be  all  numbered 
among  the  disciples  of  our  common  father,  Izaak 
Walton."  I,  for  one,  should  greatly  like  to  meet 
Mr.  C.  and  compare  notes;  I  could  easily  prove 
to  him  that  you  can  fish  a  dry  fly  in  the  wettest 
weather,  but  I  should  certainly  decline  to 
champion  the  dry  fly  against  the  wet  when  the 
fish  are  taking  the  sunk  fly  best. 

In  his  chapter  entitled  "  An  Evening  at  the 
Tennants'  Arms,"  Kilnsey,  Mr.  Cadman  gives  an 
amusing  account  of  a  Londoner  who  came 
down  to  do  some  "  fly-minnow  "  fishing  with 
A.  R.  I.  E.  L.'s   tackle.     My  readers  will 
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remember,  that  is,  those  of  them  who  I'ead  the 
Gazette  in  the  early  eighties,  the  capital  accounts 
of  this  most  artistic  style  of  minnow  fishing,  con- 
tributed by  A.  R.  I.  E.  L.  This  London  angler 
was  evidently  a  pupil  of  his,  and  ordered  the 
keeper  to  get  four  hundred  minnows,  each  to  be 
exactly  l^in  in  length.  The  first  day  he  killed 
fifteen  trout,  weighing  about  61b. ;  next  day  he 
got  in  over  his  waders,  caught — a  bad  cold,  and 
went  to  bed  for  three  days.  I  quite  agree  with 
Mr.  Loder's  remarks,  quoted  by  Mr.  Cadman: 
"  The  Ariel  natural  minnow  tackle  is  the  best  I 
know,  but  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to  dress  minnow 
tackle  on  drawn  gut ;  there  must  be  a  great 
many  breakages.  And  think  of  the  agony  of 
a  poor  trout  with  three  treble  hooks  in  his 
mouth  ! — in  all  probability,  certain  death,"  and  a 
lingering  one  at  that.  But  since  A.  R.  I.  E.  L. 
wi-ote,  undrawn  gut,  fine  enough  for  any  fishing, 
has  been  introduced,  and  no  doubt  if  he  were 
wi-iting  now  he  would  advocate  its  use. 

I  have  pointed  out  what  I  think  is  the  most 
valuable  part  of  Mr.  Cadman's  book,  viz.,  where 
he  acts  as  guide  to  the  trout  fisher  looking  out 
for  good  fishing  quarters  and  waters ;  and, 
although  I  like  his  reminiscences  and  anecdotes, 
it  must  be  confessed,  and  he  would  be  the  first 
to  admit  it,  that  much  of  the  original  aroma  of 
after-dinner  stories  is  due  to  their  surroundings, 
and  is  lost  in  print,  or  interests  only  those  who 
were  concerned  in  the  incidents  related.    This  is 


The  practical  point  was  hit  by  Mr.  George 
Aylwood,  of  Grimsby,  who  said :  "  The  British 
people  ask  if  we  can,  as  things  are  at  present, 
go  on  supplying  them  with  fish  ?  I  say  emphati- 
cally, '  No.'  "  This,  one  is  inclined  to  think,  is  not 
very  comforting  news  for  the  consumer,  who  has 
been  told  every  year  that  the  alarmist  reports 
about  the  trade  are  all  "  bunkum,"  and  only 
brought  forward  by  faddists. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Sayer,  of  Billingsgate,  told  the  con- 
ference that  he  had  seen  100  tons  of  immature 
fish  sold  at  Billingsgate  for  £200,  which  if  allowed 
to  mature  would  have  been  worth  £20,000. 

Mr.  Doughty,  M.P.  for  Grimsby,  stated  that  to 
his  knowledge  where  he  had  known  a  box  of 
plaice  to  contain  twenty-four  fish  woi-th  £1  lOs., 
lae  had  also  known  another  to  hold  500  fish  of  a 
value  of  8s. 

These  statements  from  experts  teach  more  than 
miles  of  argument  the  full  extent  of  the  terrible 
slaughter  that  daily  goes  on  in  our  fishery  areas. 

Why  have  things  been  so  neglected  P  Simply 
because  the  evil  is  of  modern  growth.  Up  to  the 
introduction  of  steam  in  trawlers  some  fish  were 
killed  that  were  too  small  for  food;  but  nowa- 
days, when  we  have  vessels  of  six  or  more  times 
the  catching  power  grubbing  and  sweeping  the 
great  breeding  grounds  of  the  sea,  the  wonder  is, 
not  that  there  is  a  falling  off,  but  rather  that 
there  are  any  fish  at  all  left. 

Fishery  figures  do  not  appeal  to  many,  but 


The  Fall,  Kilnsev. 


inevitable  ;  but  to  every  trout  fisher  who  loves 
fishing  m  some  of  our  sweetest  English  scenery, 
I  can  cordially  recommend  this  book.  It  will  be 
specially  welcome  to  all  north  country  anglers, 
for  the  author's  love  of  the  country  is  as  deep  as 
his  love  of  fishing  is  keen. 

I  give  herewith,  by  kind  permission  of  the 
publishers,  a  picture  of  "  The  Palls,  Kilnsey,"  as 
a  sample  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Cadman's  capital  photo- 
graphs which  adorn  this  book.  R.  B.  Marston. 

SEA  FISHERY  PROTECTION. 

AS  IT  APPEARS  TO  A  CONSUMER. 

On  Thursday,  March  31,  the  annual  conference 
ot  the  National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  Fishmongers'  Hall,  Sir 
Edward  Birkbeck  in  the  chair. 

Two  resolutions  of  great  interest  to  the  fish 
trade,  the  public,  and  the  welfare  of  the  nation 
at  large,  were  proposed.  The  first,  which  was 
passed  with  three  dissentients  only,  was  an 
acknowledgment  that  a  "very  considerable  de- 
Btraction  of  immature  flat  fish  "  is  "  continually 
gomg  on,"  and  urged  the  necessity  of  the  Govei-n- 
ment  itself  bringing  forward  a  Bill  prohibiting 
the  sale  of  such  fish. 

As  the  proposer  said,  speaking  for  the  trade, 

we  are  all  equally  guilty,  and  we  want  protec- 
tion irom  ovirselves." 


market  prices  do,  and  every  consumer  now  knows 
that  fish  is  dearer  than  it  ever  has  been,  especially 
the  valuable  flat  fish,  notably  turbot,  brill,  and 
plaice,  while  the  sole  will  soon  be  extinct  at  the 
fishmongers,  as  it  now  is  at  the  hotel  and 
restaurant. 

The  next  resolution  which  the  conference 
dealt  _  with  of  interest  to  the  public  was  the 
question  of  trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth  by 
foreigners.  Some  years  ago  the  Scottish  Fishery 
Board,  by  special  powers  granted  by  Parliament, 
closed  the  Moray  Firth  between  headlands  for  all 
British  trawlers,  but  permitted  line  fishing.  The 
waters,  which  previously  were  about  on  a  par  with 
those  in  the  neighbourhood,  have  gradually 
got  better  and  better  stocked  with  fish,  and  are 
now,  as  a  well-known  Grimsby  trawler  stated, 
the  nm-sery  from  which  the  North  Sea  stocks 
itself.  Unfortunately,  the  law  of  nations  takes  no 
note  of  any  sea  limit  outside  the  old  cannon  shot 
three-mile  limit.  So,  although  we  can  stop  our 
own  trawlers,  we  cannot  interfere  with  those  of 
other  nations.  Therefore  the  trawlers  of  Belgium, 
Holland,  North  Germany,  &c.,  having  got  word' 
of  this  breeding  ground,  are  flocking  over  to 
deplete  it,  while  our  trawlers  have  to  look  on. 
This  is  the  alleged  reason  why  the  Aberdeen 
steam  trawlers  have  brought  up  the  question 
again  at  the  conference;  and  by  means  of 
dinning  these  foreigners  into  the  Englishmen's 
ears,  they  at  length  have  got  the  conference  to 


agree  to  pass  a  resolution  censuring  this  state  of 
affairs,  and  requesting  Government  to  open  up 
the  Firth  entirely.  Unfortunately,  the  mover, 
seconder,  and  supporters,  whenever  they  con- 
descended to  argument,  did  not  advance  any  very 
powerful  reasons  why  we  should  not  try  to  stop  the 
foreigners  by  calling  a  North  Sea  Convention  for 
the  purpose,  rather  than  by  throwing  the  Firth 
open  to  indiscriminate  trawling  to  ruin  our  best 
sea  nursery. 

The  previous  policy  around  om-  coasts  has 
always  been  to  preserve,  whenever  possible, 
grounds  where  the  fish  may  breed  in  peace,  or, 
rather,  come  to  maturity;  and  this  would  be  a 
complete  reversal.  If  this  reversal  were,  as  stated 
by  one  or  two  gentlemen,  in  the  interests  of  the 
many  and  not  of  the  few,  everyone  must  give 
way ;  but  so  far  is  this  from  being  the  case,  that 
several  prominent  experts  stated  that  in  six 
months,  with  our  present  improved  steam  trawl- 
ing gear  and  trawlers,  the  Firth  would  be  fished 
out,  some  thousands  of  line  fishermen  would  be 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  the  recruiting 
ground  of  the  North  Sea  would  be  laid  waste, 
only  to  temporai'ily  increase  the  gains  of  a 
few  steam  trawl  shareholders.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  our  Government  will  appraise  this 
resolution  at  its  true  value,  coming  as  it  does,  not 
from  the  fishermen  of  the  kingdom,  nor  from  those 
who  are  really  working  for  the  ultimate  welfare  of 
our  fisheries,  but  is  the  result  of  a  temporary 
feeling  of  pique  produced  in  the  breasts  of  a  few 
Aberdeen  and  East  coast  trawlers  at  seeing 
foreigners  fishing  where  they  themselves  are  for- 
bidden. This  is  no  doubt  annoying,  but  the 
proper  course  is  to  stop  the  intruder  by  inter- 
national agreement,  if  possible. 

The  course  advised  would  be  deemed  sheer 
madness  if  applied  to  stock  or  poultry  raising  on 
laud.  What  would  be  thought  of  a  farmer  who, 
hearing  a  noise  in  the  hen-roost,  and  finding  a  fox 
killing  a  brood  hen,  should  rush  in  with  a  stick 
and  kill  with  vigorous  blows,  not  the  fox,  but  the 
remainder  of  the  hens  ?  And  yet  this  is  precisely 
the  course  advocated  by  the  majority  at  the 
National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association 
Conference,  held  one  day  before  its  proper  and 
appropriate  date,  April  1. 

Surely  it  is  about  time  that  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Trawling  Commission  of  1885  and  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  1893 
were  carried  into  effect,  namely,  that  we  should 
have  a  central  fishery  board  for  the  United  King- 
dom to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  consumer, 
and  the  ultimate  interests  of  the  purveyor. 

Nemo. 


EXPERIENCES  OF  LOCH  FISHING. 

(Continued  from  p.  275.  j 

Loch  No.  2  is  of  quite  a  different  character 
from  the  former.    It  is  situate  right  among  the 
hills,  and,  as  the  saying  has  it,  "far  away  from 
everywhere."    With  no  streams  running  into  it, 
and  a  bottom  of  fine  granitic  sand,  with  here  and 
there  large  stones  and  long  tree-like  weeds,  there 
was  nothing  to   soil  its  crystal  clear  waters. 
Here,  I  said  to  myself,  is  a  loch  to  test  one's  skiU, 
if  ever  one  existed.    I  had  been  told  by  several 
natives  that  it  contained  the  finest  trout  of  anj 
loch  in  the  county,  and  I  was  therfore  full  of 
great  expectations.     As  we  had  a  long  drive 
of  about  fourteen  miles  we  started  by  eight 
o'clock.     The  day  proved  a  very  bad  one  from 
an  angler's  point  of  view,  being  very  hot,  and 
with   not  a  speck   of   cloud   to  be  seen  in 
the  sky.    For  the  first  nine  miles  our  road  was 
flat   and  uninteresting,  but  after  leaving  the 
main  road  we  soon  found  ourselves  in  a  wilder 
district,  passing  on  the  way  a  number  of  very 
rough  long-haired  and  long-horned  Highland 
cattle,  the  bull  calves  of  which  seemed  to  me  to 
bear  a  striking  resemblance  to  a  Russian  bear. 
Then  we  passed  a  Highland  clachan,  consisting  of  ■ 
about  a  dozen  mud  houses,  with,  perhaps,  from 
twelve  to  twenty  whole  panes  of  glass  among  the 
lot.    A  few  miles  further  we  came  to  a  shooting 
lodge,  charmingly  situated  among  a  clump  of 
birches,  a  bowshot  from  the  margin  of  a  large 
lake.     Here  our  road,  bad  at  the  best,  came 
practically  to  an  end,  and  our  way  for  the  next 
two  miles  lay  across  an  imdulating  moorland  on 
which  a  safe  track  had  been  formed  by  the  simple 
expedient  of  cutting  two  parallel  ditches  and 
filling  up   the  inequalities  bstween  them  with 
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masses  of  heather  and  peat.  After  two  miles 
walking  across  this  we  reached  our  destination  in 
a  circular  hollow  between  two  conical  hills  of 
about  1000ft.  in  height.  By  this  time  it  was  past  : 
eleven  o'clock.  The  beat  was  intense,  as  it  can 
sometimes  be  in  the  Highlands,  and  for  the  two 
miles  since  we  left  the  road  the  clegs  had 
tormented  us  to  such  an  extent  that  at  last  we 
fairly  made  a  run  for  it.  Such  clegs !  Not  the 
little  brown  fellows  one  tisually  sees  on  horses, 
but  creatures  nearly  as  large  as  wasps,  with 
brilliant  green  heads  and  large,  bright  red  eyes. 
We  wei-e  thankful  when  we  were  well  out  on  the 
water  and  able  to  drive  off  the  last  of  them. 
There  was  a  light  fitful  breeze,  but  not  enough 
for  good  sport.  I  was  the  first  to  begin,  and  had 
not  made  many  throws  when  I  hooked  and  landed 
a  2-pounder — one  of  the  most  shapely  of  trout 
and  as  fine  eating  as  I  ever  tasted.  I 
guessed  it  at  not  more  than  l^lb.,  and 
was  surprised  when  it  turned  the  scale  at 
•21b.  My  hopes  were  at  the  highest.  But, 
alas  !  for  the  vanity  of  all  things  human !  Not- 
withstanding most  careful  and  persistent  efforts, 
not  another  rise  could  we  get  before  1.30,  when 
we  landed  for  lunch.  I  began  to  despair. 
"  Keeper,"  I  said,  "  are  there  any  trout  in  this 
loch!'"  "Oh,  yes."  "  Are  there  many  ?  "  "Oh, 
yes ;  a  good  many."  "  You  said  Captain  Dash 
fished  here  last  year.  How  many  did  he  usually 
get  ?  "  "  Oh !  sometimes  one,  sometimes  two, 
sometimes  three."  My  hopes  fell.  "  Tou  said 
Canon  Brown  fished  here  two  years  ago.  How 
many  did  he  catch  ?  "  "  Oh,  he  fished  three  days, 
and  never  had  a  rise."  My  hopes  sank  to  zei-o. 
"  Does  no  one  get  more  than  three  ?  "  "  Oh,  yes ; 
one  man  caught  twenty  in  one  day  a  few  years 
ago."  My  hopes  rose  again.  "  Let  us  start,"  I 
said,  and  off  we  went  with  renewed  vigour.  After 
an  hour's  vain  labour  I  thought  I  saw  a  move- 
ment near  my  fly,  and  casting  again,  secured  a 
nice  fish  of  lib.  weight.  About  the  same  time  my 
companion  got  a  small  fish  of  ilb.,  and  with  these 
three  we  were  obliged  to  rest  content,  and  about 
four  o'clock  make  tracks  for  home.  Covered 
with  dust  and  perspiration,  and  with  light  creels, 
we  took  our  places  in  the  dogcart  rather  sadly  ; 
but  refreshed  with  a  draught  of  milk  at  a  cottage 
on  the  way,  and  a  second  at  the  keeper's  house, 
our  spirits  improved,  and  next  morning  at  break- 
fast, whUe  discussing  the  2-pounder,  we  agreed 
that  after  aU  we  had  had  a  glorious  day,  though 
"nothing — no,  nothing — would  make  us  drive 
fifteen  miles  to  fish  that  loch  again." 

Loch  No.  3  differs  in  many  respects  from  the 
former  two,  being  much  larger,   and  situate 
nearer  the  sea,  in  a  moi-e  or  less  cultivated 
country.    It  is  a  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  con- 
taining trout  of  very  fine  quality,  but  scarce  and 
shy.     It  is  poached  unmercifully  in  the  dark 
autumn  nights  by  the  crofters,  who  confine  their 
attention  principally  to  netting  the  burns  when 
the  fish  go  up  to  spawn.    In  consequence,  the  fish 
are  fewer,  but  have  nearly  doubled  in  size  within 
the  past  twenty  years.    I  have  fished  it  on  several 
occasions,  and  never  caught  more  than  five  or  six 
at  one  time.     On  this  occasion,  hpwever,  we  were 
more  fortunate.    The  weather  had  undergone  a 
complete  change.  There  had  been  a  severe  thunder- 
storm during  the  night,  and  when  we  set  out  at 
8  a.m.  the  thunder  was  still  rolling  away  in  the 
distance,  and  the  atmosphere  still  felt  oppressive, 
while  the  heavy  clouds  threatened  more  rain ;  but 
before  we  had  gone  many  miles  the  clouds  lifted, 
60  that  the  tops  of  the  hills  could  be  seen,  and 
everything  betokened  a  good  day.    By  the  time 
we  got  out  the  boat  and  had  everything  ready  it 
was  nearly  eleven  o'clock.    A  westerly  breeze  was 
causing  a  nice  ripple  on  the  water,  such  as  a  loch 
angler  loves  to  see  ;  but  soon  the  ripples  became 
waves  as  the  wind  rose,  and  we  had  a  difficulty  in 
balancing  otu-selves  standing  in  the  boat.  Trout 
after  trout  rose,  and  missed.  In  such  rough  water 
it  is  always  more  difficult  to  hook  the  fish,  chiefly, 
I  believe,  because  the  movement  of  the  boat  jerks 
the  fly  away  from  the  fish  at  the  critical  moment. 
It  is  well,  therefore,  to  move  the  point  of  the  rod 
less  than  at  other  times.    My  companion  on  this 
occasion  was  a  friend  out  for  a  holiday,  who  joined 
me  just  for  the  day,  and  as  he  was  not  much  of 
an  angler,  and  had  no  tackle  of  his  own  with  him, 
I  had  to  lend  him  rod,  reel,  line,  and  flies.  As 
eometimes  happens  on  such  occasions,  the  amateur 
drew  first  blood  with  a  nice  silvery  trout  of  about 
lib.  weight,  and  I  verily  believe,  he  would  have 


beaten  me  if  only  he  could  have  played  his  fish 
properly.  Unfortunately,  he  lost  fish  after  fish, 
some  of  them  large  ones.  When  we  landed 
on  the  lee  of  a  small  island  for  lunch,  I 
discovered  the  reason.  He  had  taken  his 
line  out  at  that  side  of  his  reel  next  the 
butt  end  of  his  rod,  doubled  it  back  over  the  reel, 
and  then  taken  it  up  thi'ough  the  rings,  so  that 
when  the  trout  puUed  the  line  tight  it  stuck  fast. 
Strange  to  say,  no  fish  broke  him,  and  he  had  on 
several  of  about  Ihlh.,  as  nearly  as  I  could  judge. 
By  one  o'clock  I  had  ten  beautiful  fish,  and  my 
friend  had  five — only  three  of  them  under  lib. 
After  that,  the  wind  having  dispelled  the  clouds, 
the  sun  came  out  in  a  blue  sky,  and  there  was 
little  to  be  done.  I  caught  one  more,  and  then  we 
tried  a  minnow.  Within  fifteen  minutes  I  had  a 
fine  fish  of  over  21b.  Starting  again,  with  30yds. 
of  line  trailing  behind  the  boat,  and  an  india- 
rubber  Phantom,  we  pulled  away  in  the  direction 
of  the  boathouse.  But  as  this  lazy  style  of 
fishing  never  had  much  attraction  for  me,  I  took 
my  fly  rod  and  cast  right  and  left  as  the  boat 
travelled.  I  got  two  or  three  nice  rises,  and  hooked 
one  lively  fellow  almost  as  large  as  the  last  one, 
which  darted  hither  and  thither  at  such  a  pace 
that,  before  the  minnow  line  could  be  wound  in 
both  lines  were  hopelessly  entangled,  and  it  was 
a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  get  the  fish  to  the 
landing  net.  As  the  breeze  had  now  fallen,  and 
the  surface  of  the  loch  was  almost  like  a  mirror, 
we  saw  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  done  unless 
we  stayed  for  the  evening  rise ;  but  as  that  would 
not  be  before  7  p.m.  or  8  p.m.,  and  we  had  twelve 
miles  to  di-ive,  we  decided  to  buckle  up  before  five 
o'clock.  Speaking  of  the  rise  of  fish,  I  may  say 
that  on  this,  as  on  some  other  lochs,  I  never  could 
do  much  good  with  an  imitation  of  the  fly  on  the 
water,  while  all  the  well  known  Lochleven 
varieties  accounted  for  fish.  Altogether  on  this 
occasion  we  had  a  splendid  basket  of  eighteen 
trout,  weighing  close  on  251b.  For  once  we  were 
satisfied,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  drive  home 
in  the  cool  summer  evening ;  and  on  the  journey 
south  next  day,  with  a  few  fine  silvery  specimens 
for  friends,  felt,  as  the  train  sped  rapidly  down  the 
heathery  mountain  sides,  a  sense  of  satisfaction  and 
peace  with  aU  mankind.  Such  red-letter  days  of 
innocent  pleasure  ai-e  looked  back  upon  with 
a  feeling  of  satisfaction  second  only  to  that  which 
attends  good  deeds  or  duty  faithfully  done  in  the 
days  that  are  gone.  Scot. 

FLY  FISHING  IN 'MAINE  LAKES. 
By  Charles  W.  Stevens. 

Chapter  I. 
"  He  was  a  very  good  sort  of  a  man,  but  he  had 
a  weakness  for  going  a-fishing." 

If  he  who  made  this  remark,  in  speaking  of  one 
who  had  departed  this  li|fe,  had  profited  by  the 
lessons  of  the  New  Testament,  he  might  have 
surmised  that  perhaps  the  Master  gave  evidence 
of  superior  wisdom  in  selecting  his  disciples,  not 
from  those  who  bought  and  sold,  and  would  fain 
have  pursued  their  mercenary  trafiic  within  the 
sacred  walls  of  the  temple,  but  from  those  of  an 
humble  calling,  that  hardy  race  of  men  who  "  go 
down  to  "the  sea  in  ships,"  and  who  were  wont  to 
cast  their  nets  in  the  blue  waters  of  GalUee. 

"  But,  my  dear  sir,"  say  you,  "  that  was  theii- 
business,  and  not  a  pastime." 

"  True  enough ;  but  do  you  not  believe  that 
there  was  something  in  the  very  nature  of  their 
calling  that  especially  fitted  them  for  the  great 
work  they  were  to  perform  ?  " 

"  Well,  admit  it,  for  the  sake  of  argument. 
What  then  ?  " 

"  Simply  this :  if  the  life  of  a  fisherman  has 
that  about  it  that  provokes  a  healthy  body  and  a 
noble  soul,  is  it  a  weakness  for  us  to  choose  for  a 
recreation,  and  love  it,  too,  that  which  brings  us 
into  a  more  intimate  communion  with  nature,  and 
teaches  us  to  look  up  with  feelings  of  reverence 
and  love  for  the  most  beautiful  of  created  things, 
to  Him  that  has  created  them  ?  " 

Oh,  yes,  my  friend,  if  1  could  only  make  you 
appreciate  the  true  delights  of  the  angler's 
pastime  as  I  feel  it,  there  would  be  less  of  the 
fashionable  watering-place  sojom-nings,  I  warrant 
you.  "  Come,"  said  I  to  one  who  could  not  find 
an  opportunity  to  leave  his  business  for  more 
than  two  or  three  days  at  a  time,  "  come  with  me ; 
leave  these  piles  of  bricks  and  mortar  for  a  couple 


of  weeks  at  least,  and  inhale  the  pure  lir  of  the 
mountains ;  wander  besides  sparkling  rivulets ; 
learn  a  little  of  the  fisher's  art,  and  enjoy  his 
homely  fare,  his  hours  of  ease  and  nights  of  rest ; 
and  go  back  to  business  with  renewed  vitality, 
delightful  recollections,  and  a  longer  lease  of  life." 
And  so,  at  last,  after  much  converse,  I  prevailed 
upon  my  friend,  and  aroused  some  faint  enthusiasm 
for  the  excursion.  And,  oh,  how  I  have  heard 
the  young  man  "  enthuse  "  since  that  time  over  the 
remembrance  of  that  vacation,  and  several  others 
of  like  nature,  which  we  have  passed  together. 
I  had  chosen  a  new  locality.  Having  fished 
Moosehead  and  other  smaller  Maine  lakes  with 
success,  I  had  decided  to  try  the  Umbagog  waters, 
and  for  seven  successive  seasons,  a  part  with  the 
friend  above  referred  to,  have  I  cast  my  flies  upon 
the  bosom  of  those  charming  lakes  ;  and,  with  all 
respect  to  brother  Murray,  a  most  delightful 
region  have  I  found  it.  Naturally  the  outfit  of 
our  party  fell  upon  myself,  and  after-experiences 
have  taught  me  much  in  that  respect,  and,  were 
I  writing  for  novices,  I  might  give  some  valuable 
hints  in  that  direction — a  few,  perhaps,  as 
it  is,  may  not  come  amiss.  And,  first  of  all, 
wherever  you  may  go  for  ti'out,  in  June  or  July, 
take  with  you  a  goodly  quantity  of  black  fly 
poison.  I  have  used  several  kinds,  but  decidedly 
the  best  I  have  found  is  prepared  by  Dr.  Almy, 
now  made  by  W.  B.  Mead,  218,  Washington- 
street,  Boston.  A  dollar  box  will  sufiice  for  one 
person  for  a  thi-ee  weeks'  trip  ;  it  is  perfectly 
harmless,  and  to  me  rather  agreeable  than  other- 
wise. Now  take  a  pair  of  long  stockings,  cut  off 
the  end  of  the  foot,  make  a  hole  for  the  thumb, 
and  slip  them  on  the  hand  as  you  would  a  mitt, 
securing  them  at  the  elbows  with  an  elastic,  and 
you  are  prepared  to  resist  those  accompaniments 
to  good  fishing,  black  files  and  mosquitoes,  which 
abound  where  there  are  trout  to  be  taken. 

A  piece  of  mosquito  netting  usually  comes  in 
play  for  night  service.  These  three  articles  I 
consider  indispensable,  and  should  as  soon  think 
of  going  on  a  cruise  without  an  extra  rod  as  to 
leave  one  of  these  behind.  For  the  rest  of  your 
outfit,  should  some  novice  peruse  this  sketch,"  I 
would  refer  him  to  "The  Fishing  Toui;ist,".  by 
Charles  Hallock,  one  of  the  most  sensible  books 
on  fishing  that  I  have  ever  read. 
'  My  journal  says  it  was  "  Monday  evening  on 
June  6, 18 — ,"  that  a  hack  might  have  been  seen 
being  driven  down  to  Central  Wharf,  Boston,  on 
its  way  to  the  Portland  boat.  On  the  back  seat 
my  better  half  (she  goes  a-fishing)  and  myself  ; 
on  the  front  seat  our  new  acquisition  to  the 
disciples  of  Walton,  not  yet  fully  convinced,  and 
wondering  if  he  could  get  a  lemon  on  board  in 
case  of  sea-sickness,  while  inside  and  out  were 
numerous  packages  and  portmanteaus  which'  go 
to  make  up  a  fisherman's  outfit.  The  voyage  to 
Portland  by  sfeamboat  on  a  starlight  night,  with 
a  soft  westerly  wind  and  a  smooth  sea,  is  not  an 
extra  hazardous  one,  nor  does  it  admit  of  any 
glowing  imagery  of  description.  Charlie  didn't 
need  his  lemons,  so  that  first  conundi-um  of  his 
was  never  solved.  We  chatted  on  the  after-deck 
of  our  happy  exodus,  and  speculated  on  coming 
enjoyments,  till  one  by  one  our  fellow  passengers 
had  retired,  and  we  held  full  possession.  Then 
Charlie  insisted  that  1  should  sing  "  The  Morning 
Light  is  Breaking,"  which  I  kindly  did,  although 
I  could  hardly  see  the  appropriateness  of  the 
selection,  saving  its  being  the  only  secular  piece  I 
do  sing.  However,  it  served  to  stir  up  things  a 
little,  for  before  I  commenced  on  the  second  line 
my  wife  and  Charles  bade  me  good  night,  and  left 
me  to  finish  my  hymn  to  the  mermaids. 

It  always  did  take  my  wife  a  long  time  to  let 
down  her  back  hair,  so  I  lit  a  fresh  cigar  and 
gazed  off  upon  the  "  moonlit  waves  "  (copied  by 
permission).  I  had  finished  my  cigar,  and  stiU  sat 
gazing  far  away  to  where  Tbacher  lights  were 
gleaming  in  the  distance,  when  a  different  kind  of 
smoke  from  that  in  which  I  had  been  indulging 
invaded  my  nostrils — a  sort  of  cross  between  a 
burning  bed  blanket  and  a  piece  of  burned  leather. 
(To  he  continued.) 

Teout  at  the  Cape.— Aheady  cor  si  lei-able 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  stocting  of  Cape 
rivei-s  with  front.  Between  60,000  and  70,000 
Colonial  raised  fish  have  been  distributed  amongst 
various  streams  in  the  colony.  These  include  the 
Eerste,  the  Berge,  the  Breede,  the  Hex,  the 
Lourens,  the  Palmiet,  and  the  White  rivers. 
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In  his  preface  to  this  charming  little  book,  Mr. 
Rowland  Ward  says  :  "  Tarpon  fishing  sport  was 
for  many  years  a  kind  of  mystery  to  both 
American  and  English  fishermen,  but  within  the 
last  decade  it  has  become  well  known,  and  has 
even  developed  into  something  like  a  boom.  At 
least  fifteen  years  since,  a  gentleman,  who  had 
caught  several  tarpon  on  rod  and  line,  calling 
upon  me  in  Piccadilly,  showed  me  one  of  the  scales 
he  had  brought  home  from  Florida ;  and  a  striking 


myself  some  day.  Last  spring  (1897)  Mrs.  Ward 
and  myself  accordingly  sailed  in  the  s.s.  Majestic 
on  March  24.  We  were  home  again  by  the  end 
of  May." 

And  a  very  pleasant  time  they  appear  to 
have  had,  and  we  cordially  recommend  all 
intending  visitors  to  Florida  to  obtain  Mr. 
Wai-d's  book,  as  it  is  full  of  useful  practical 
hints  and  information,  and  is  well  illus- 
trated. Mr.  Ward  has  kindly  lent  us  one  or 
two  specimens  of  the  latter.  Mr.  Alfred  0. 
Harmsworth's  accounts  of  tarpon  and  other  fish- 
ing in  Florida,  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
have  made  our  i-eaders  acquainted  with  the  sport 


have  to  do,  they  are  on  the  multiplying  principle;" 
but  it  would  be  quite  easy  to  use  an  English  reel, 
narrow  in  width  and  deep  in  diameter,  which 
would  wind  in  just  as  fast,  and  with  far  greater 
power  than  the  multiplier,  and,  of  course,  let  out 
line  more  comfortably,  as  one  turn  of  the  English 
would  be  equal  to  three  of  the  American  reel. 
The  big,  ugly  handle  must  be  a  source  of  anxiety. 
Mr.  Ward  says  it  has  caused  broken  fingers. 

What,  for  instance,  could  be  better  than  Mr. 
H.  S.  Thoinas's  patent  Mahseer  Brake  Reel,  used 
for  fish  quite  as  big  and  powerful  as  tarpon  ? 

This  reel  it  will  be  seen  has  a  very  powerful 
brake,  which  acts  on  the  outside  revolving  plate, 


Mrs,  Rowland  Wasd. 

object  it  was,  from  its  immense  size,  its  horny  sub- 
stance, and,  most  of  all,  from  that  partial  covering 
of  fine  whitish  silver,  which,  at  a  casual  glance, 
looks  as  if  it  could  be  dusted  off  with  the  light 
liick  of  a  handkerchief.  From  that  time  forward 
J  kept  the  tarpon  in  view  as  an  honest  object  of 
desire,  and  all  that  I  read  about  it,  and  the  speci- 
mens which  came  under  my  notice  as  a  taxider- 
mist, confirmed  my  determination  to  kill  one  for 

*  "The  English  Anffler  in  Florida,"  with  some  de- 
Foriptive  notes  of  (he  Uame,  Animals,  ard  Birds.  Bv 
Roivland  Ward.  F  Z.S.  Illustrated.  London  :  Howland 
Ward^  lOf),  Piccadilly ;  and  Simpliin  Marshall  and  Co. 


A  600i,c.  Sawfish  and  its  Captor  (with  Rod  and  Line). 
From  "  The  English  Angler  in  Florida." 


and  its  surroundings,  so  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
refer  more  than  generally  to  Mr.  Ward's  brightly 
written  chapters.  By  the  way,  we  are  not  sure 
that  Mrs.  Ward  should  not  have  the  credit  for 
them,  as  she  appears  to  have  made  daily  notes  of 
anything  worth  noting.  On  page  14  is  an  illus- 
tration of  a  tarpon  scale  actual  size,  and  if  our 
readers  will  mark  off  a  space  4in.  by  3in.,  and 
round  off  the  corners,  they  will  see  what  an 
enormous  scale  it  is.  In  Chapter  III.  rods  and 
tackle  for  tarpon  are  dealt  with,  and  illustrated. 
We  cannot  see  the  necessity  for  the  balance  crank 
handle  and  multiplier  reel  for  this  fishing.  Mr 
Ward  says  that  "  of  course,  with  the  work  they 


to  control  the  line ;  this  Is  done  in  the  American 
winch  by  means  of  a  thumb-staU  or  leather 
guard  pressed  on  to  the  coiled  line  on  the  reel  as 
the  line  is  being  pulled  off  by  the  rush  of  the  fish. 
We  may  be  vsrong,  of  course,  but  it  seems  to  us 
that  Mr.  Thomas's  reel,  at  about  a  fifth  the  price 
of  an  Amei-ican  multiplying  reel,  would  be  far 
superior  for  the  work.  Mr.  Ward  describes  how 
you  bait  your  hook  with  a  piece  of  mullet,  make  a 
cast  from  the  reel  as  in  the  Nottingham  style 
(Messrs.  Hardy's  "  Silex  "  reel  would  do  for  this 
work),  and  then  put  down  the  rod  in  the  boat  and 
wait  for  a  bite,  when  you  let  the  fish  gorge  tl»e 
bait,  and  then  the  fun  begins. 
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One  of  tbe  most  glorious  siglits  I  know  of," 
says  Mr.  Ward,  "is  the  dashing  action  of  a 
tarpon  when  hooked.  Frequently,  perhaps  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  he  shoots  perpendicularly  out 
of  the  water,  with  rolling  eye,  and  head  to  sky, 
shaking  with  fine  fury ;  when  it  is  a  big  fish,  and 
this  soaring  column  of  silver  is  6ft.  to  7ft.  high, 
the  effect  is,  verily,  exciting.  One  of  the  tarpon  I 
caught  leaped  at  least  its  own  length  into  the  air, 
not  only  once,  but  several  times  in  succession,  the 
water-drops  scattering  in  showers." 

Mr.  Ward  took  some  snapshots  of  the  fish 
when  breaking  the  water — the  pictures  remind 
one  of  the  effect  of  submarine  mine  explosions. 
He  says  it  takes  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour 
to  kill  a  fish  of  any  size. 

The  largest  fish  we  ever  heard  of  as  caught 
with  rod  and  line  was  the  6001b.  saw-fish 
photographed  by  Mr.  Ward.  Mr.  Ward  was 
fishing  for  tarpon  in  a  boat  not  far  from 
a  Mr.  Vom  Hofe.  He  says  he  happened  to 
look  up  just  as  he  had  hooked  a  fish.  "  That  it 
was  no  small  fry  was  soon  evident.     It  was 


Eventually  the  great  fish  was  got  up  to  the  side, 
and  gaffed  with  "  a  mighty  blow  between  the 
eyes  with  an  axe." 

Mr.  Ward  took  photos  of  the  fish,  and  kindly 
lends  us  the  one  we  piiblish,  which  shows 
Mr.  Vom  Hofe  and  the  tarpon  reel  and  line 
with  which  he  kiUed  the  monster.  What  we 
do  not  understand  is  how  the  reel  line  stands 
the  strain  of  a  fish  towing  a  boat  about.  Mr. 
Ward  gives  a  picture  of  the  actual  size  of  the  line, 
and  it  is  not  thicker  than  the  picture  of  the  gaff 
handle  to  the  right  of  Walton's  portrait  in  our 
Fishing  Gazette  heading.  In  an  account  in  a 
recent  number  of  Forest  and  Stream,  it  is  stated 
that  a  tarpon  of  1551b.  towed  an  angler  six  miles 
along  the  sea  coast  at  night,  and  yet  the  angler 
(Mr.  J.  H.  Brenton)  had  only  "a  light  rod  and 
reel." 

Perhaps  Mr.  Ward  would  tell  us  what  is  the 
secret. 

We  cordiaUy  recommend  his  book  to  aU 
interested  in  angling  for  tarpon  and  monsters 
generally. 


truth  of  the  angler's  proverb,  that  to  be  a  success- 
ful salmon  angler,  and  to  taste  the  real  joys  of  a 
tussle  with  Salmo  salar,  one  must  be  constantly 
on  the  water  for  some  considerable  time.  The 
salmon  angler  may  deserve  success,  and  pay 
heavily  for  it  to  boot,  but  he  cannot  command  it. 
The  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ' 
strong. 

No  doubt  this,  and  the  fact  that  the  abnormally 
mild  winter  had  induced  an  early  and  prolific 
run  of  fish  into  the  Dee,  determined  the  Duke  on 
fixing  up  this  early,  quiet,  and  unostentatious 
visit  to  the  Queen's  waters  at  Balmoral  and  Aber- 
geldie.  Accompanied  by  his  equeiTy,  Sir  Charles 
Gust,  K.C.B.,  and  a  small  ret  nue  of  servants,  he 
established  himself  at  Abergeldie  Mains — a  large 
farmhouse,  often  used  as  an  annexe  to  Balmoral 
when  there  is  an  overflow  of  royalties  to  accom- 
modate during  her  Majesty's  autumn  visit ;  and 
from  day  to  day,  aU  through  the  better  part  of 
the  past  month,  under  the  gUlieship  of  Mr.  Donald 
Stewart,  her  Majesty's  head  keeper,  he  has  been 
whipping  the  pools — the  rushing,  dashing,  mean- 


CASTLE    WATER,  EIVER   DEE,  BALMORAL. 


running  deep  down,  and  there  was  no  leaping  in 
the  air  or  breaking  the  surface.    It  towed  the 


Me.  Thomas's  Brake  Winch  (Patent). 

boat  about  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  I 
set  off  to  render  any  assistance  that  I  might." 


THE  QUEEN'S  FISHERY  AT 
BALMORAL. 


On  Wednesday  April  13  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Tork  finished  a  very  quiet  spring 
holiday  on  the  Balmoral  waters,  a  holiday  extend- 
ing over  three  weeks.  It  is  not  often  that  the 
Royal  Princes  of  the  reigning  house  evince  so 
much  enthusiasm  in  angling  as  to  undertake  a 
visit  to  the  north  for  early  salmon  anglixig, 
and  the  Duke,  by  his  pluck  and  perseverance 
in  facing  the  rigours  of  our  northern  clime 
in  the  teeth  of  the  March  blasts — and  such 
blasts  as  we  have  had  all  through  the  past 
month — not  only  proves  himself  a  sportsman 
to  the  manner  born,  but  a  salmon  angler  of 
the  first  water,  and  one  determined  to  win  his 
spurs  in  his  search  for  sport  by  roughing  it  as 
anglers  are  seldom  called  upon  to  do  even  in  the 
very  worst  of  spring  seasons.  The  Duke  spent 
two  days  on  the  Ness,  on  his  way  north  to  Lord 
Tweedmouth's  shooting  box  in  Sutherlandshire 
last  fall,  and  every  hour  of  his  short  stay  on  the 
Ness  was  spent  in  trying  to  lure  the  lordly  salmon, 
then  teeming  in  the  castle  pools,  but  without 
success.  On  reluctantly  leaving  the  waterside  at 
the  very  last  moment,  he  no  doubt  experienced  the 


dering  pools — of  Balmoral  with  varying  success, 
according  to  the  mood  of  the  weather,  which,  at 
the  best,  was  anything  but  acceptable  for  more 
than  an  odd  day  at  a  time. 

Anglers  cannot  make  the  weather  more  than 
other  people,  with  probably  greater  stakes  at 
hazard,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Duke's 
visit  was  so  timed  that,  just  on  the  very  morning 
of  his  advent  on  the  water,  the  temperature — up 
to  then  so  favourable — suddenly  fell,  the  fish 
refused  to  show  up,  and  the  Duke's  first  week 
ended  in  only  five  clean  fish  being  brought  to  the 
bank.  On  the  succeeding  days  his  success  was 
sometimes  better  and  sometimes  worse  ;  but  his 
sport  all  through  was  not  the  record  which  it 
would  otherwise  have  been  for  the  Balmoral 
reaches  had  anything  like  fair  average  conditions 
been  experienced.  In  fact,  on  the  last  day  out, 
the  Prince  was  actually  snowed  off  the  water, 
although  he  managed,  among  his  closing  caste, 
to  grass  a  beauty  of  101b, 

As  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend,  the  Duke 
could  have  had  no  better  mentor  at  the  waterside 
than  Donald  Stewart.  Grown  old  in  her  Majesty's 
service,  he  is  yet,  though  a  little  bent,  as  active  as 
any  of  his  juniors  by  a  score  of  years,  and  knows 
the  water  every  inch  of  it,  the  "lies  "  of  the  fish, 
while  the  eddies  and  backwaters  are  as  familiar  to 
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him  as  are  the  cairns  around  the  royal  demesne. 
The  royal  fishery  at  Balmoral  includes  the 
Balmoral  water  proper,  on  the  right  baak  for  seven 
miles  from  Invercauld  Bridge  down  to  Balmoral 
Bridge  ;  the  left  bank,  right  opposite,  which  Her 
Majesty  rents  from  Mr.  Farquharson  of  Inver- 
cauld ;  the  Abergeldie  and  the  Birkhall  waters, 
extending  on  the  south  side  from  Balmoral 
Bridge  to  the  mouth  of  the  Muick,  near  BalJater. 
The  Queen's  guests  have  thus  the  command  of 
the  pools  on  some  sixteen  miles  of  the  river, 
lying  between  Ballater  and  Braemar,  eight  miles 
of  which  may  be  fished  on  both  sides.  It  is  a  late 
spring  or  summer  fishery  in  an  average  season, 
although,  under  favom-able  conditions,  fresh  fish 
may  be  looked  for  both  on  the  opening  day,  and 
also  an  autumn  fish  or  two  on  the  Abergeldie  and 
Birkhall  reaches  before  the  close  of  the  back-end 
season,  when  the  early  floods  come  away  in 
August,  or  very  early  in  September,  and  thus 
enable  the  earliest  of  the  autumn  migration  to  get 
so  far  up. 

The  Balmoral  water  is  not  hard  to  fish.  In  a 
big  river  much  of  the  best  of  the  water  may  be 
easily  covered  from  the  bank,  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other — and  the  Queen,  as  already  stated, 
holds  both  banks  of  the  Dee  at  Balmoral  for  sevfen 
or  eight  miles — but,  as  a  rule,  it  is  best  fished  by 
wading,  which,  however,  is  neither  needing  to  be 
deep  nor  difficult.  The  Duke,  in  his  Tyrolese 
soft  felt  hat  and  wading  trousers,  might  have 
been  easily  identified  by  any  casual  wayfarer 
from  the  bank,  casting  a  fine,  clean,  and  what 
experts  might  term  a  neat  line  of  from  30yds.  to 
40yds.  from  an  18ft.  greenheart  rod,  well  known 
on  the  Dee  as  a  Blacklaw's  make. 

The  fly  is  the  only  lure  used  in  these  parts — 
according  to  agreement  between  Her  Majesty  and 
the  adjoining  proprietors— till  the  middle  of  May, 
and  then  the  gudgeon,  phantom,  and  worm 
account  for  the  best  sport  thereafter.  But  just 
now  the  fly  is  the  lure  of  lures,  the  sizes 
commonly  used  being  Gordons,  Akroyds,  Jock 
Scotts,  Eigles,  and  Glentauas,  of  from  2in.  to 
3in.  On  the  lower  reaches,  again,  where  Dr. 
"  Jim "  and  Sir  John  Willoughby  have  just 
finished  a  month's  angling,  anything  and  every- 
thing is  used,  as  Sir  William  Brooks,  the  superior, 
leaves  his  tenants  an  opeu  mind  and  a  free  hand 
to  use  what  they  think  best  to  secure  the  end 
they  have  in  view. 

The  Queen's  best  pools,  and  those  on  which  the 
Duke  was  most  successful  last  month,  are  locally 
known  as  Pol-manear,  "  Cairn-a-quheen,"  and 
"  Craigendune,"  although  there  are  about  a  dozen 
or  more  other  good  casts,  according  to  the  state 
of  the  water  and  the  season  of  the  year. 

Here,  in  days  gone  by,  the  late  John  Brown, 
Her  Majesty's  personal  attendant,  who  was  an 
enthusiastic,  ardent,  and  successful  salmon 
angler,  had  some  grand  days  when  he  could  get 
oft',  and  that  was  as  often  as  he  thought  the  water 
was  in  condition. 

His  familiarity  in  the  matter  of  talking  to  her 
Majesty,  and  in  her  Majesty's  presence,  was 
proverbial,  and  certainly  has  not  lost  any  of  its 
point  by  length  of  time,  no  more  than  it  did 
during  its  currency.  When  the  river  was  in  fettle, 
and  John's  nerves  twitching  for  a  clutch  of  the 
rod,  he  is  said  to  have  often  broken  in  upon  her 
Majesty's  conversation  with  any  of  her  tenants 
she  may  have  been  visiting,  and  (to  John's 
anxious  mind)  unduly  prolonging  it  with  family 
details,  with  the  blunt  remark,  in  John's  well 
known  Aberdeenshire  Doric :  "  Tour  Majisty's 
maybe  nae  aware  that  you're  losing  the  best  o' 
the  day  wi'  your  lang  confab."  Be  this  as 
it  may,  it  was  well  known  that  the  Queen 
humoured  John  to  the  ftdl  bent  of  his 
mood  when  angling  was  on  the  cards,  and  seldom 
called  him  from  the  water  if  she  could  manage 
otherwise.  The  understanding  is  said  to  have 
come  about  in  the  earlier  days  of  John's 
supremacy  thus  wise  :  John  was  hanging  on  tooth 
and  nail  to  an  18-pounder  in  "Cairn-a-quheen," 
the  first  he  had  hooked  that  season,  when  an 
Imperial  messenger  hailed  him  from  the  bank 
that  the  Queen  wished  him  to  wait  upon  her 
without  delay.  "Tell  her  Majesty,"  said,  or 
rather  roared,  John,  "  that  I'm  rinnin'  a  fish,  and 
canna  come."  The  footman  departed,  but  almost 
immediately  returned  with  the  royal  command  that 
the  Queen  wanted  to  see  him  instantly.  "  Well, 
then,  tell  her  Majesty,"  again  bawled  John  over 
the  waters,  "that  I'm  rinnin'  a  fi^,  and  winna 


come."  It  is  said  that  there  was  a  coolness  when 
the  disloyal  fisherman  returned  to  the  castle, 
which  lasted  some  days,  but  in  the  end  John 
gained  his  point,  and  was  ever  afterwards  indulged 
in  his  whim  when  on  the  water.  It  was  the  only 
bit  of  sport  he  cared  for.  In  fact,  her  Majesty 
not  only  indulged  Brown's  craving  for  the  river, 
but  she  often  got  word  sent  her  when  John  or 
any  other  angler  about  her  court  was  running  a 
fish  on  the  Pol  manear  or  other  come-at-able  pool, 
and  was  often  an  eye-witness  of  the  sport. 

In  her  earlier  years  at  Balmoral,  along  with  the 
late  Piince  Consort  and  the  court  party,  one  of  her 
Majesty's  special  delights  was  to  witness  the  now 
illegal  sport  of  salmon  leistering,  and  it  was 
grand  fun  when  some  more  adventurous  High- 
lander than  another  went  head  first  into  a  pot  or 
hole  in  his  efforts  at  sending  the  spear  in  the 
side  of  Sahno  salar. 

It  is  said  that  the  Duke  of  York  has  been 
highly  satisfied  with  his  present  spring  visit  to 
the  Dee,  bar  the  weather,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  on  the  next  occasion  on  which  he  finds  him- 
self on  the  Royal  Dee,  Queen's  weather  may 
deign  to  grace  the  occasion.  Meantime,  it  is 
something  to  have  in  the  heir  apparent  to  the 
British  throne  such  an  enthusiastic  and  success- 
ful member  of  the  craft.  G.  M. 


PATTISONS^  SCOTCH  WHISKEY. 


Just  befoi-e  the  holidays  a  sample  bottle  of 
Pattisons'  whiskey  was  sent  to  us  for  notice,  and 
was  bundled  in  with  fishing  togs  being  packed 
for  Hampshire. 

A  few  evenings  later,  when  sitting  over  a  cheer- 
ful wood  fire  with  the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  after  a 
long  day's  fishing,  and  after  losing  two  games  of 
chess,  we  asked  him  to  ring  the  bell. "  What  for  ?  " 
said  the  "  A  A."  "  Glasses  and  hot  water,  and 
kindly  hand  out  that  bottle  of  whiskey."  "  There's 
a  bottle  here,  but  no  whiskey,"  said  the  "A.  A." 
After  apologies  for  mistaking  a  case  of  wine  in 
the  cellar  for  a  case  of  whiskey,  we  explained  that 
there  was  still  corn  in  Egypt  in  the  shape  of  a 
bottle  of  Pattisons'  "  old  Scotch,"  which,  luckily, 
we  had  brought  down  We  explained  to  the 
"A.  A."  that  it  was  sent  for  review,  and  asked  if 
he  would  help  us  to  review  it.  He  said  some- 
thing about  not  seeing  exactly  why  he  should  be 
experimented  on  for  anybody's  benefit ;  still, 
under  the  circumstances,  he  would  take  his  shai*e 
of  the  risk — and  the  whiskey — and  he  did.  After 
winning  another  game,  the  "  A.  A."  said  "  That's 
not  bad  whiskey  ;  in  fact,  it's  very  good  whiskey. 
What  a  lucky  thing  you  had  to  notice  it,  after 
that  bitter  wind  to-day — sedibus  aetheriis  spiritus 
ille  venit,  as  Ovid  says.  Tes;  I  don't  mind  if  I 
have  just  a  little  more."  We  went  on  playing 
chess  till  the  fire  got  low,  and  the  whiskey  got 
lower,  until  feeling  that  it  had  been  very  fairly 
reviewed,  we  went  to  bed. 

The  verdict  next  morning  was  that  the  only 
fault  that  we  could  fiad  with  Messrs.  Pattisons' 
old  Scotch  whiskey  was  that  they  hadn't  sent 
enough  of  it  for  us  to  give  it  a  really  good  trial. 

Since  writing  the  above,  our  good  friend 
"  Dragnet  "  has  just  come  in  with  a  bottle  of — 
sterilised  milk  !  for  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
We  are  not  selfish,  and  told  him  he  might  do 
what  he  liked  with  it,  as  long  as  he  did  not  make 
himself  ill,  and  suggested  that  the  opinion  of  the 
ofiice  cat  might  be  consulted  with  advantage. 


FISHING  IN  INDIAN  WATERS. 

(Continued  from  page  276.) 

THE  GARFISH 
{Belone  Strongyhtras,  Hemiramphus  far). 
I  HAVE  no  doubt  most  of  your  readers  have  seen 
and  know  what  the  garfish  is  like,  as  he  is  not 
at  all  an  unknown  quantity  in  English  waters,  but 
to  those  who  know  him  not,  I  may  here  remark 
that  he  more  resembles  a  pike  than  any  other  fish, 
with  his  long  tapering  snout  and  well  armed  jaws. 
I  have  at  the  head  of  this  article  named  two 
species,  one  Belone,  the  other  Hemiramphus.  The 
former  is  orthodox  in  every  way,  possesses  a  pair 
of  jaws,  and  has  nothing  very  odd  about  him ; 
but  the  latter  dispenses  altogether  with  an  upper 
mandible,  and  goes  about  this  wicked  world  with 
only  anundei'lip  sticking  out,  and,  moreover,  seems, 
like  the  wicked,  to  thrive  exceedingly.  It  is  rather 
a  peculiar  eight,  and  slightly  disconcerting  to  the 


beginner,  to  see  the  fish  sail  up  to  youi-  bait,  and 
then  when  you  expect  to  see  him  take  it  between 
his  jaws,  lo  and  behold,  only  a  gap  appears  above 
his  projecting  snout,  the  top  of  his  head  seems  to 
disappear,  and  your  bait  vanishes  from  view.  It 
is  as  if  this  most  polite  fish  had  taken  off  his  cap 
and  put  his  dinner  therein  and  replaced  his  head- 
gear, and  before  you  have  time  to  realise  that  he 
has  simply  opened  his  mouth  he  is  off  with  a  rush, 
and  such  a  rush.  I  always  think  that  garfish  of  both 
sorts,  size  for  size,  make  the  most  brilliant  play  on 
a  light  rod  of  any  fish  I  know,  the  only  fish  to  be 
compared  with  them  being  a  well  fed,  lusty  English 
trout  in  full  season.  In  their  runs  they  dart  about 
all  over  the  place,  and  being  of  a  long,  lithe  build, 
their  struggles  are  acrobatic  to  a  degree,  and  one 
has  to  be  very  tender  with  them.  I  have  said  that 
they  resemble  pike,  but  it  is  only  in  their  outward 
and  visible  form.  In  their  way  of  sporting,  in  the 
habit  they  have  of  lying  close  behind  piles,  rocks, 
basements  of  piers  or  lighthouses,  by  dock  gates, 
or  under  a  ship's  stern,  in  fact,  anywhere  where 
they  can  find  shelter,  and  providing  it  is  in  a  good 
tideway  with  a  rush  of  water,  they  much  more  re- 
semble trout.  Here  they  will  lie  for  hours,  keeping 
stationary  with  jast  one  lazy  wag  occasionally  of 
their  tail,  until  perchance  they  perceive  some  tit-bit 
passing,  and  then  with  a  movement  like  a  lightning 
flash,  they  are  out,  and  have  seized  their  prey  and 
ai'e  back  again  waiting  and  watching  for  more. 
Ever  on  the  alert,  eyes  lifting  all  around  for  what 
they  can  seize,  they  remind  one  involuntarily  of 
^e  enemy  of  mankind,  who  is  said  "to  go  about 
Seeking  whom  he  may  devour."  Like  trout,  too, 
they  feed  on  the  top  as  well  as  in  mid  water,  and 
very  often,  when  nothing  else  will  tempt  them,  an 
ordinary  large  sized  English  trout  fly,  thrown 
deftly  and  quietly  in  front  of  them,  will  tempt 
them  to  their  doom.  This  is  by  far  the  prettiest 
sea  fishing  there  is  to  be  had,  and  many  an  bom- 
have  I  spent  over  it.  Ordinarily,  however,  one 
fishes  for  garfish  with  a  small  fish  for  bait,  vary- 
ing the  size  of  the  bait  to  suit  the  size  of  the  fish 
about ;  but  in  every  case  it  must  be  fine  and  far 
off.  I  have  found  that  when  possible  it  is  best  to 
use  the  fish  bait  alive,  just  keeping  it  on  to  the 
hook,  either  by  passing  the  hook  through  its  lip, 
or,  better  still,  under  the  skin  behind  the  dorsal 
fin,  and  then  simply  letting  it  roam.  In  hot 
weather  it  is  difficult  to  keep  the  fry  alive,  and  if 
used  dead  they  should  be  spun.  Under  these 
circumstances  a  small  spinner  of  sorts  is  most 
useful.  I  personally  like  the  Chapman  best,  and 
I  use  the  smallest  size  I  can  get,  and  have  had 
many  and  many  a  run,  and  got  and  lost  many  and 
many  a  fish. 

However  much  garfish  like  the  fry,  there  is  one 
thing  that  they  like  much  better,  and  I  know  of  - 
no  bait  that  comes  up  to  it  for  downright  deadli- 
ness.  It  is  the  common  cockroach — ^not  the 
insect  that  runs  about  the  ordinary  kitchen  at 
home,  which  is  more  of  the  nature  of  a  black- 
beetle — but  the  luscious,  full  powered,  odoriferous 
"janwa,"  that  is  always  to  be  found  roaming 
about  ships  that  have  been  in  the  Eastern  trade, 
and  which  are  so  common,  and,  I  think,  peculiar, 
to  Oriental  and  tropical  countries.  Everyone 
who  has  ever  sailed  out  here  knows  them  well. 
They  possess  a  peculiarly  strong,  pungent,  and 
disagreeable  smell,  and  are  perfectly  fiendish  in' 
their  capacity  for  destroying  one's  boots,  books, 
clothes,  &c.,  and  their  activity  is  such,  that  it 
takes  a  smart  boy  indeed  to  kill  one,  even  in  the 
open ;  while  in  a  ship's  cabin,  full  of  nooks  and 
crannies,  he  seems  to  carry  out  his  own  wicked 
will,  and  go  his  own  aggravating  way  with  abso- 
lute impunity.  You  may  catch  him  in  flagrante 
delicto,  and  carefully  raise  your  slipper,  and  deter- 
mine in  your  own  mind  that  in  one  second  more 
his  blood  shall  stain  the  leather,  or  your  best 
counterpane,  and  crash,  bang,  down  comes  the 
slipper,  as  you  think  on  his  devoted  head  ;  but 
nothing  of  the  sort,  he  has  executed  most  neatly 
a  strategic  movement  towards  his  own  particular 
comer,  and  the  only  thing  you  see  will  be  his  long 
antenna:'  waving  as  he  disappears  down  some 
chink,  probably  between  the  boards  of  your  bunk, 
only  to  appear  shortly  in  some  other  place,  from 
which  he  will  watch  his  chance,  as  soon  as  he  feels 
assured  the  coast  is  clear,  to  be  up  to  his  tricks 
again.  With  such  a  brute  to  deal  with,  it  can 
easily  be  imagined  that  it  is  almost  as  difficult  to 
catch  your  bait  as  it  is  to  catch  your  fish,  and 
truly  so  have  I  found  it.  While  on  the  subject  of 
the  cockroach,  I  may  tell  you  that  the  only 
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satisfactory  way  I  know  of  catching  them,  13  to 
get  a  few  open  gallipots,  or  large  mouthed  pickle 
bottles,  and  put  a  small  quantity  of  a  mixture  of 
beer  and  sugar  in  the  bottom,  and  place  these  in 
the  cupboards  and  store-rooms  which  they 
frequent.  If  you  are  in  a  ship  blessed  with  cock- 
roaches, you  wiU  soon  get  as  many  as  you  may 
want.  It  is  almost  incredible  how  many  can  be 
caught  in  this  way,  even  in  a  ship  where,  as  a 
general  rule,  they  are  not  much  in  evidence,  and 
when,  if  you  were  asked  if  there  were  any,  you 
would  probably  indignantly  deny  their  existence. 

Now,  taking  for  granted  that  all  these  obstacles 
have  been  overcome,  there  is  stiU  one  last  and 
great  difficulty.  This  is  the  absolute  and  invincible 
repugnance  that  ninety-nine  men  out  of  every 
hundred  have  to  touch  the  creature  at  all. 
Cold  blooded  and  case  hardened  as  I  am  and  have 
been  by  years  of  worming,  daping,  &c.,  with  all 
sorts  of  baits,  alive  and  dead,  it  was  a  long  time 
before  I  could  make  up  my  mind  to  seize  the 
creature  and  hold  him  sufficiently  tight  to  put 
him  upon  a  hook.  But  it  had  to  be  done,  and 
eventually  I  got  over  that  difficulty  ;  but  even 
to_  this  day  there  are  many  other  unpleasant 
things  I  would  much  rather  do.  The  stench  he 
leaves  behind  on  one's  fingers  hangs  about  them 
for  days,  in  spite  of  even  Sunlight  soap;  but 
once  on,  the  effect  is  simply  magical.  If  the 
fish  are  anywhere  about,  you  have  only  to  dape 
in  their  neighbourhood. 

They  appear  simply  rampant,  and  you  can 
see  them  darting  forward  for  this  particularly 
tasty  morsel ;  nothing  will  keep  them  off  it.  I 
remember  one  afternoon,  with  the  ship  anchored 
in  the  outer  harbour  at  Port  Mahc,  Seychelles, 
when  a  shoal  of  Heviimniphus  came  round  under 
the_  stem.  Several  of  the  fellows  on  board  were 
trying  to  coax  them,  but  to  no  effect.  I  had  been 
rather  busy  all  day,  and  could  not  spare  the  time ; 
but  later  on  in  the  afternoon,  having  secured  a 
bottleful  of  really  lively,  high  and  evil-smelling 
cockroaches,  I  got  into  a  small  boat  under  the 
ship's  stern,  and  began  operations.  Nearly  every 
cockroach  accounted  for  a  fish,  and  in  about  one 
and  a  half  hours  I  had  landed  into  the  small  boat 
some  twenty,  seven  of  these  fish,  and  a  very  fine 
and  even  lot  they  were,  from  about  lllh.  to  Iflb. 
apiece.  Of  course  there  was  a  general  cry  for 
cockroaches,  but  very  few  could  be  obtained  off- 
hand, and  even  when  they  had  been  procured,  few 
there  were  among  the  anglers  who  cared  to  handle 
the  loathsome  beast.  This  is  only  one  of  many 
experiences  that  I  have  had  with  these  fish.  I 
know  no  better  place  for  HemiramphuB  than  the 
Seychelles  and  Andaman  Islands.  In  Aden  the 
Belonc  largely  predominate.  For  this  a  light 
single-handed  rod  only  is  required;  here,  again,  I 
use  my  "  Bickerdyke,"  with  ordinary  fine  trout 
tackle,  and  best  of  all  for  cockroach  baiting  is  a 
very  fine  3-hook  Stewart  tackle.  Upper  hook 
inserted  in  the  thorax,  middle  hook  in  abdomen, 
and  leave  the  lower  hook  loose,  hanging  just  clear 
and  below  the  bait.  No  fish,  as  I  have  said,  can 
resist  this  bait,  and  few  escape  the  Stewart 
tackle. 

The  one  drawback  to  mullet  and  garfish  fishing, 
as  I  have  described  it,  is  that  the  best  of  it  is  to 
be  had  during  the  hottest  and  stillest  hours  of  the 
day ;  and  a  breathless  day,  with  a  burning  sun, 
usually  produces  the  best  results  from  the 
fisherman's  point  of  view.  You  ought  to  be 
careful,  in  going  out,  that  you  are  properly 
protected  from  the  sun.  It  does  not  add  to  one's 
enjoyment  to  feel  a  splitting  headache  coming  on, 
or  to  feel  one's  neck,  lips,  and  nose  smarting 
under  the  effects  of  sunstroke. 

If  it  were  not  for  this,  or  if,  perchance,  it  could 
be  carried  out  in  cool,  pleasant,  breezy  weather, 
instead  of  off  the  buraing  rocks,  or  frotn  an  open 
boat,  then  indeed  would  it  be  the  doleefar  niente 
of  sea  fishing,  Feed  Ord.  Gadsden. 


FLY  FISHING  FOR  ROACH. 


It  is  no  news  to  the  fly  fisher  that  roach  at 
certain  times  of  the  year,  and  in  rivers  like  the 
Colne,  and  others  which  might  be  mentioned,  can 
be  stalked  with  a  far  greater  prospect  of  success 
with  the  10ft.  or  lift,  greenheart,  and  flies  fished 
either  wet  or  dry,  than  by  angling  for  them  with 
the  favoui-ite  Sowerbutts  and  gossamer  bottom. 
But  the  faintest  suggestion  to  a  fly  man  proper 
that  he  should  lay  himself  out  systematically  to 


catch  their  roachehips  would  cause  him  to  look 
aghast  at  the  very  idea  of  such  a  thing,  and 
imagine  that  you  were  rapidly  qualifying  for  one 
of  those  institutions  thoughtfully  provided  for 
the  reception  of  unfortunate  individuals  whose 
intellect  has  become  more  or  less  impaired.  The 
majority  of  good  fly  fishers  would  not  dream  of 
wetting  a  line  for  coarse  fish — even  when  they 
hook  one  by  the  purest  chance  their  disgust  is 
supreme.  So  much  the  better  for  those  whose 
pride  will  allow  of  their  making  an  easy  descent 
from  the  sublime  trout  to  the — well,  hardly  ridi- 
culous, but  humble  roach. 

Take  a  blazing  hot  July  or  August  day,  when 
the  thermometer  is  standing  somewhere  between 
70°  and  80°  in  the  shade,  with  a  cloudless  sky,  the 
water  absolutely  rippleless,  run  down  to  a  very 
low  level,  and  as  clear  as  crystal  into  the  bargain. 
To  woo  Rutilus  under  such  conditions,  except 
perhaps  for  a  few  hours  after  daybreak  and  again 
in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  would,  as  every  roacher 
knows,  be  almost  sure  to  end  in  disappointment 
more  or  less  pronounced.  Bottom  fishing  during 
the  gi-eater  part  of  such  a  day  would  be  mere 
waste  of  valuable  time,  which  might  be  more 
congenially  and  profitably  employed.  But  such 
climatic  conditions  as  I  have  spoken  of  would  be 
the  best  which  could  obtain  for  the  fly  man  who 
knows  his  metier  thoroughly,  and  is  content  to 
leave  the  glorious  trout  severely  alone,  and  fish 
for  such  kittle  cattle  as  roach. 

The  "  chuck  and  chance  it "  style,  it  may  be 
said,  is  of  little  use  in  reaching  with  the  fly. 
Indeed,  there  is  no  necessity  for  adopting  this 
course  of  procedure,  for  in  the  heat  of  summer 
and  early  autumn  the  fish  leave  the  deep  water 
and  betake  themselves  to  the  shallows,  up  and 
down  which  they  roam  in  shoals  the  live  long  day. 
The  practised  hand,  when  he  reaches  the  banks 
of  the  river,  will  walk  quietly  upstream  on  the 
look  out  for  his  quarry.  His  light  rod  has  been 
previously  put  together,  and  a  fine  cast  selected. 
The  finest  tackle  is  a  sine  qua  non,  for  roach  will 
often  follow  the  fly  some  considerable  distance 
before  making  the  fatal  plunge,  and  are  thus 
likely,  if  coarse  bottoms  are  used,  to  be  let  into 
the  secret  of  what  is  behind  the  supposed  "  bee  " 
they  are  inspecting  previous  to  sampling  the 
flavoui"  of  it.  Nothing,  besides,  is  gained  by 
fiTshing  coarsely,  as  a  cast  tapered  to  -Sx  drawn 
gut  will  hold  any  roach  one  is  likely  to  come 
across;  and  if,  perchance,  a  chub  should  take  a 
sudden  fancy  to  the  fly,  it  would  not  be  likely  to 
come  off  best  in  the  contest  unless  the  rod  holder 
was  a  veritable  duffer. 

It  goes  rather  against  the  grain,  and  will  make 
the  crack  roacher  "  sit  up  "  somewhat,  to  recom- 
mend a  hook  larger  than  No.  10  at  the  outside, 
but  a  fly  with  plenty  of  body  in  it  dressed  on  a 
No.  7  or  8  is  not  too  large  if  you  can  get  the  fish 
to  take  it — a  saving  clause  which  it  is  necessary 
to  insert,  for  roach,  like  Eve's  daughters,  are  not 
infrequently  "  uncertain,  coy,  and  hard  to  please." 
Some  days  they  will  take  a  wet  fly ;  on  other 
occasions  the  dry  article  ;  and  yet  again  they  will 
look  at  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  It  will 
astonish  the  Lea  man  to  hear  that  I  have  taken 
them  on  a  bee  as  large  as  a  good  sized  chub  fly. 
The  Red  Ant  on  a  No.  8  hook  is  another  sure 
killer  on  sonje  waters.  So  much  for  the  rod,  line, 
and  flies. 

Having  spotted  a  shoal,  one  of  the  chief  points 
to  be  studied  is  to  keep  as  far  away  from  it  as  you 
conveniently  can,  so  that  the  fish  may  not  be 
aware  of  the  presence  on  the  bank  of  one  of  the 
genus  liomo,  eager  to  deal  death  and  destruction 
in  their  ranks.  Nor  is  it  advisable  to  east  right 
into  the  centre  of  the  shoal ;  better  rather  is  it  to  . 
begin  at  the  end  (as  in  dace  fishing  with  a  dry  fly), 
and  work  right  round  the  sides,  long  casts  being 
made  slightly  up  and  across  stream.  A  fish 
hooked  _can_  then  be  gi-assed  without  unduly 
frightening  its  companions,  for  a  roach  hooked 
fishing  in  this  way  does  not,  as  a  rule,  fight  on  the 
top  of  the  water  like  one  hooked  by  casting  down- 
stream more  often  than  not  does  ;  consequently 
the  disturbance  of  the  water  is  less,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  seeing  the  shoal  scuttle  off  is  reduced  to 
a  minimum.  The  fly  should  be  kept  moving,  as 
the  moment  it  stops  it  seems  to  lose  all  interest 
for  the  fish.  Roach  wiU  frequently  foUow  the  fly 
most  persistently  for  some  distance — perhaps 
from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other — and 
refuse  if  after  all,  to  the  disgust  of  the  wielder  of 
the  rod.   It  takes  them  a  long  time  to  screw 


themselves  up  to  the  sticking  for  taking)  point, 
but  the  moment  they  make  up  their  mind  to  have 
the  fly  you  must  strike,  for  it  is  in  their  mouth  one 
fraction  of  a  second  and  out  the  other.  Anyone 
who  has  not  seen  a  roach  take  a  fly,  and  then 
eject  it  without  being  pricked,  would  hardly 
credit  the  marvellous  speed  at  which  it  is  done, 
but  it  is  a  fact,  nevertheless,  and  many  will  bear 
me  out  in  the  statement.  To  see  a  big  roach  rise 
at  a  dry  fly  is  a  thing  to  be  remembered.  They 
go  for  it  "  bald  headed,"  as  Hosea  Biglow  would 
say,  and  when  they  are  feeding  on  the  surface 
ones  creel  is  likely  to  be  heavier  than  if  only  sunk 
flies  were  used. 

There  are  many  persons  who  will  argue  that 
only  small  fish  are  taken  with  the  fly,  but  my 
own  experience  goes  to  prove  the  contrary.  In 
the  Colne  I  have  taken  them  up  to  lAlb.  in 
weight,  and  on  one  memorable  occasion,  when  out 
with  an  old  and  valued  angling  chum,  the  latter 
took,  in  one  day's  fishing  with  a  medium  sized 
bee,  over  three  dozen  roach,  several  going  from 
lilb.  to  Iflb.,  besides  losing  at  least  a  brace  of 
"  bangers,"  which  he  confidently  asserted  would 
have  topped  the  beam  at  21b.        H.  A.  RoLT. 


A  TWELVE  DAYS'  FISHING  TOUR 
IN  ASSAM. 

W.  AND  I  left  Dibrugarh  on  Dec.  9  ^\^th  ajl 
enormous  amount  of  baggage,  as  he  was  leaving 
the  station  for  another  garden  on  the  noi-th  bank 
of  the  Bramapootra.  We  had  quite  a  crowd  to 
see  us  off,  including  Miss  B.,  with  a  home-made 
cake.  "We  were  lucky  enough  to  get  a  good 
steamer,  and  an-ived  at  our  "ghat"  Komilahari 
the  next  morning,  and  then  our  troubles  began. 
No  carts  or  coolies  had  been  sent  to  meet  us,  so 
at  first  we  were  rather  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to 
do.  But  we  decided  to  leave  all  the  heavy  things 
at  the  "ghat,"  and  take  a  few  bags,  with  grub  and 
bedding,  for  our  sei-vants  to  cart  along.  We  had 
a  bearer,  and  two  syces  and  two  ponies,  and  rode 
on  to  Ghoramorah,  a  rest-house  on  the  Subansiri 
river,  which  we  wanted  to  fish,  about  eleven  miles 
on,  our  ultimate  destination  being  Toyling 
Garden,  where  W.'s  brother  is  manager,  thirty-six 
miles  from  the  "  ghat."  We  arrived  about  12  p.m. 
at  Ghoramorah  on  Dec.  11 ;  but  finding  the 
Subansiri  and  Kabuli  rivers  too  broad  and  deep 
here  for  fishing,  determined  to  go  straight  on  to 
Toyling  next  day,  a  ride  of  twenty-five  miles- 
very  long  for  one  pony  each. 

Dec.  12.— Only  finding  fowl  for  "chota  hazri" 
we  sent  a  boy  to  the  Kyah's  shop  for  flour  and 
"  ghee "  to  make  chapatties.  He  returned 
saying  Kyah  was  away,  so  we  went  ourselves, 
brought  away  what  we  wanted,  and  had  a  fine 
breakfast.  Just  then  Kyah  turned  up  in  the 
devil's  own  rage,  swearing,  and  refusing  to  take 
any  money  from  us,  so  we  told  him  to  go  to  the 
— ~,  which  he  did.  We  then  started  for  Toyling, 
which  we  reached  in  the  evening  after  many 
adventures,  and  found  quite  a  crowd  at  M.'s 
bungalow — about  fourteen  men  who  had  been  to 
tennis,  Had  dinner,  and  to  bed  at  the  "  burra  " 
bungalow. 

Dec.  13. — The  syces  didn't  arrive  till  noon  with 
our  fishing  tackle,  so  we  loafed  about  the  garden 
till  11  a.m.,  when  we  got  the  elephant  and  went 
up  the  river  a  bit  to  see  how  it  looked — seemed 
very  good,  just  enough  water,  exactly  like  the 
Dovey  (Wales)  on  a  bigger  scale,  with  rapids  and 
deep  pools,  and  instead  of  fields  on  each  side, 
jungle  or  rock  down  to  the  banks,  except  just 
below  the  rapids,  where  is  generally  sand  or 
boulders — just  the  place  to  throw  a  fly  from. 
Back  to  lunch,  when  we  found  the  tackle  had 
amved — out  afterwards  to  try  our  luck.  Making 
our  way  to  Deju  Mukh  (mouth  of  the  Deju), 
which  is  a  small  tributary  of  the  Rauga  Muddea 
(om-  principal  fishing  river),  W.  tried  spoon ;  self, 
fly.  He  soon  caught  two  nice  fish,  l^lb.  and  lib. 
I  changed  to  spoon,  when  we  got  one  each,  Sjlb. 
and  2lb.,  all  mahseer.  The  spoons  are  small  size, 
about  the  size  of  a  finger-nail,  and  are  thrown 
just  like  a  fly.  I  soon  got  into  the  way  of 
doing  it. 

Dec.  14. — Started  early  for  fishing  to  a  ue?? 
place.  Rode  up  garden  to  foot  of  the  hills 
(Duphla  territory),  and  then  by  elephant  for  an 
hour  tlu'ough  jungle,  coming  out  on  to  river  at  a 
deep  gorge.  On  the  way  passed  a  "  Keddah  "  for 
catching  elephants,  built  about  three  years  ago, 
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Further  on,  near  the  river,  came  on  a  stockade, 
built  by  the  expedition  against  the  Apa  Tananys 
about  a  year  ago.  This  was  in  Duphla  territory. 
The  boundary  of  the  frontier  runs  thi'ough  Toy- 
ling  Garden,  and  is  about  a  mile  from  the  foot  of 
the  hills.  We  couldn't  get  to  the  top  of  pool ;  too 
deep,  so  W.  tried  off  the  elephant,  while  I 
scrambled  up  the  side  of  the  bank  for  half  an 
hour.  He  caught  nothing,  then  both  fished  down, 
stream;  no  luck.  After  tifSn  on  to  DejiiMukh, 
arriving  a  little  late  ;  I  hooked  a  good  fish  ;  gave 
plenty  of  fun  ;  weight  Sib.  Not  at  all  a  bad  fish 
on  a  small  rod  Mine  is  a  12  ft.  rod,  very  like  the 
one  I  used  in  "Wales,  and  throws  a  fly  or  spoon 
very  well.  The  flies  we  use  are  bigger  than  trout 
flies,  more  like  those  we  had  for  sewin  in  "Wales. 
All  our  tackle  we  got  up  from  Calcutta.  Arrived 
home  after  dark  with  enormous  appetites,  can't 
eat  enough.  Total  fish  caught,  10|lb.,  all  mahseer. 

Dec.  15. — "Went  first  to  Deju  Mukh,  but  caught 
nothing,  so  worked  our  way  up  about  thi'ee  rapids, 
when  I  caught  a  boka  at  lib.,  which  was  all  till 
we  had  tiffen.  The  boka  is,  I  think,  a  species  of 
mahseer,  but  is  very  much  fatter  for  its  length, 
being  very  broad;  it  fights  quite  differently, 
giving  a  lot  of  hard  jerks  at  the  line,  while  a 
mahseer  simply  takes  enormously  long  runs 
straight  away.  After  tiffin,  downstream  a  bit, 
"W.  caught  a  grand  fish ;  gave  a  lot  of  play ;  3Jlb. 
Next  rapid  he  caught  three  small  ones.  I  went 
on  a  bit,  and  got  one  2|lb. ;  it  gave  great  sport — 
more  than  yesterday's  fish.  That  made  our  catch 
six  fish  (all  boka),  91b.;  all  taken  with  a  fly,  as 
our  three  spoons  went  "  f  ut,"  and  we  had  no 
more  out  with  us.    Total  flsh  caught,  19ilb. 

Dec.  16. — Very  sleepy  this  morning,  so  we  were 
rather  later.  Choto  hazri  at  nine.  About  lU  30 
we  started  in  trap  to  end  of  the  garden,  whei'e  we 
left  the  trap  and  wandered  up  the  hill,  by  a  dried 
up  watercourse,  with  big  boulders.  "Went  a  good 
way  up,  but  could  get  no  view  because  of  the 
trees,  though  I  climbed  one  of  them.  Back  to 
lunch,  and  afterwards  had  a  talk  with  a 
"  Duphla  "  man,  named  "  Sargos,"  who  agreed  to 
take  us  and  baggage,  with  three  other  Duphlas, 
for  a  trip  into  the  hills,  at  one  rupee  a  day  each. 
"We  arranged  to  try  and  get  to  Tara's  village,  some 
way  in.  Afterwards  tennis  at  the  bungalow  and 
a  small  game  of  whist.  Arranged  to  meet  Sargos 
on  the  Kunga  Muddea  at  8  a.m.,  so  must  get  up 
early.    No  fishing  to-day. 

Dec.  17. — Choto  hazri  early ;  we  started  directly 
after,  riding  to  end  of  garden,  and  throiigh  the 
jungle  a  bit,  till  we  met  the  Duphlas  on  bank  of 
river.  They  were  rather  amused  at  the  smallness 
of  our  baggage,  and  couldn't  understand  how  we 
meant  to  get  on  without  a  cook  or  servants.  I'm 
afraid  they  didn't  think  much  of  us.  Started, 
after  half  an  hour,  on  a  road  much  the  same  as 
before,  through  jungle,  and  occasionally  coming 
down  to  the  river  and  over  big  boulders,  like  the 
Pebble  Ridge  at  "Westward  Ho  I  After  a  bit  the 
road  got  worse — steeper,  and  overhanging  in 
places,  till  we  came  to  a  small  dried  up  water- 
course, up  which  we  went,  then  struck  up  the 
bank  of  it ;  very  steep,  as  much  as  we  could  do  to 
get  up,  with  a  sheer  drop  on  one  side  of  about  60ft. 
When  we  got  to  the  top  we  found  that  the  way 
down  on  the  other  side  was  just  as  bad,  and,  on 
an-iving  at  the  bottom,  it  seemed  that  all  this 
climb  was  on  account  of  a  little  bit  of  deep  water, 
about  lOyds.  across,  so  W.  and  I  made  up  our 
minds  to  swim  it  on  our  way  back.  After  having 
a  little  tiffin,  we  went  on  for  a  short  way ;  the 
road  was  pretty  bad  in  places,  and  we  only  got  on 
by  hanging  on  to  creepers,  &c.,  which  were  just 
like  so  many  ropes.  Passed  one  very  pretty  spot, 
whei'e  we  looked  straight  down  on  the  river,  and 
isaw  some  •  enormous  fish,  quite  impossible  to  be 
got  at,  of  course.  "We  soon  came  down  to  the 
river,  at  a  very  good  camping  gi-ound — a  high 
sandbank,  covered  with  drift  wood,  rocks  on  tlie 
other  bank — very  deep  water.  The  Duphlas 
started  to  rig  up  a  shanty,  while  I  undressed 
and  had  a  swim,  to  their  great  amusement, 
The  water  was  so  cold  I  did  not  stay  long. 
We  then  got  our  rods  together,  and  starting 
just  below  the  rapids,  only  succeeded  in  breaking 
two  wpoons  on  the  boulders.  I  tried  lower  down, 
and  managed  to  hook  jungle  at  every  cast.  W. 
•  ■hucked  it,  ao  1  went  to  his  place,  and  at  about 
(he  Eiixth  cast  hooked  a  beauty.  He  rushed  off 
with  any  amoi^ut  of  line,  and  fought  splendidly. 
I  was  about  twenty  minutes  playing  till  I  got 
liim  to  the  edge,  when  Sargos  stunned  him  with 


his  knife.  He  weighed  nearly  61b.  We  cut  off  a 
good  big  chunk  for  ourselves,  and  let  the  men  have 
the  rest.  Sargos,  who  was  a  clever  cook,  got  a 
bit  of  bamboo  about  5in.  across,  cut  off  just  below 
a  knot  into  which  we  pushed  our  piece  of  fish, 
then  filled  up  the  bamboo  with  water,  and  put  it 
on  the  fire  to  boil.  It  made  a  capital  saucepan, 
and  was  the  best  fish  I  have  ever  eaten.  We  also 
had  tinned  soup  and  army  rations  for  dinner, 
which  we  cooked  in  the  tins.  After  dinner  the 
Duphlas  came  to  have  a  talk,  and  were  all  a  "  bit 
on,"  as  we  had  given  them  a  bottle  of  rum.  We 
got  to  bed  early  in  our  dressing  gowns ;  not  very 
comfortable ;  rather  cold  towards  morning.  Our 
shanty  was  raised  a  bit  from  the  ground,  and  open 
in  front,  where  we  had  an  enormous  fire.  Total 
fish  caught,  twelve ;  weight,  261b. 

Dec.  18. — We  woke  up  before  daylight,  feeling 
very  cold,  as  the  Duphlas  hadn't  kept  up  the  fire 
in  the  night,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  rum.  After 
"chota  hazri,"  remains  of  army  rations,  bacon, 
and  biscuits,  we  arranged  to  go  back  a  short  way 
to  fish  and  camp,  and  on  to  ToyUng  on  Sunday  in 
time  for  tennis.  When  we  came  to  the  bad  place, 
W.  and  I  undressed  and  swam  across,  while  the 
men  took  our  clothes  over  by  the  path.  Awfully 
cold  water.  Arrived  at  the  other  side,  we  had 
to  wait  about  ten  minutes  naked  in  the  sun  till 
our  clothes  came,  when  we  dressed,  and  soon  got 
warm  again.  Then  on  to  a  sandy  place  good  for 
camping,  where  we  stopped,  and  the  Duphlas 
built  us  a  slightly  different  shanty,  more  like  a 
tent  with  the  sides  closed  in.  Tried  our  luck 
fishing,  but  caught  nothing,  though  I  waded  up 
to  my  knees.  "V'ery  cold,  so  we  shut  up,  and 
changed.  Had  dinner  early  —  army  rations, 
bacon,  and  soup,  with  the  last  of  the  whisky. 
The  Duphlas  came  again,  and  had  a  long  chat  over 
the  fire.  They  are  so  willing — washed  all  the  plates, 
&c,,  and  stuck  all  our  things  iip  to  dry.  Had  a 
bit  of  a  scare  while  talking.  We  heard  a  crack- 
ing in  the  jungle,  quite  close.  Thought  it  must 
be  a  wild  elephant.  All  jumped  up,  the  Duphlas 
seizing  bits  of  flaming  wood  out  of  the  fire,  but 
found  it  was  only  a  small  landslip  by  the  river. 
To  bed,  very  tired. 

Dec.  19. — More  comfortable  last  night,  as  the 
Duphlas  kept  up  the  fire.  Before  sunrise  Sargos 
came  for  W.'s  rifle  to  go  after  deer,  and  returned 
with  a  pretty  hog  deer  with  good  horns.  They 
all  set  to  work  to  skin  and  cut  him  up,  and  did  it 
wonderfully  quickly.  They  cooked  the  liver  at 
once  for  themselves,  while  we  had  breakfast. 
Then  continued  our  tramp.  Saw  some  lovely 
squirrels.  W.  shot  one,  black,  with  enormous 
long,  bushy  tail,  and  white  underneath.  We  soon 
got  to  the  place  where  we  met  the  Duphlas  on  the 
17th,  both  very  much  gone  in  the  thighs,  and 
glad  to  get  on  more  level  ground  again,  as  these 
are  the  first  hills  I  have  climbed  since  I  left  home. 
Arrived  at  the  bungalow  at  I  p.m. ;  glad  to  join 
in  another  good  breakfast. 

Dec.  20. — Did  no  good  in  fishing  to-day  ;  had 
bad  luck ;  and  on  Dec.  21  started  on  my  thirty-six 
miles  ride  to  the  steamer  ghat,  which  made  me  a 
bit  sore.  Got  back  to  Dibrugarh,  Dec.  22,  just  in 
time  for  Christmas  and  race  meet  and  polo 
matches. 

The  hill  trip  was  very  successful,  and  a  great 
novelty ;  utterly  different  country  to  the  Assam 
valley.  It  is  a  pity,  though,  that  all  the  hills  are 
so  thickly  wooded,  so  that  one  cannot  get  a  view. 
The  Duphlas  ai-e  a  very  pleasant  change  after  the 
Assamese ;  awfully  willing  to  do  anything,  and 
very  fond  of  a  joke.  Beyond  the  Duphlas  live  the 
Apa  Tananys  in  a  big  grassy  plain,  where  one  gets 
everything  English — piimroses,  strawberries,  &c. 
It  was  against  them  the  expedition  went  last  year, 
as  a  party  of  them  had  come  down  and  cut  a 
man  to  pieces — a  Duphla,  living  in  English 
territoi-y — and  carried  off  his  wife  and  children. 
They  did  not  show  any  fight,  and  gave  up  their 
prisoners  all  right,  A.  M.  0. 

Dibrugarh,  Assam,  1897. 


Septimus  Paesonaoe  and  Co.,  Ltd. — At  the 
first  anniial  ordinary  general  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders of  Septimus  Parsonage  and  Co.,  Ltd, 
held  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel  on  the  5th  inst,, 
the  chairman,  Joseph  Barker,  Esq.,  J.P.,  announced 
that,  in  addition  to  the  dividends  which  have 
already  been  declared  on  both  classes  of  shares,  a 
further  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  would  be  paid 
on  the  ordinary  shares,  making  a  total  of  8  per 


cent,  for  the  year  ended  Dec.  31,  1897,  placing 
£4000  to  reserve,  and  carrying  forward  £2557  2s. 
It  is  the  directors  intention  to  issue  at  an  early 
date  the  balance  of  the  unallotted  shares  at  a 
premium,  and,  with  such  capital,  pay  the  vendors 
the  amount  still  due  to  them  on  the  purchase 
price,  provide  ample  working  capital  for  the  High- 
land Esk  Distillery,  now  approaching  completion 
— which  will  be  one  of  the  most  modern  and  well- 
equipped  distilleries  in  Scotland — and,  with  the 
balance,  further  develop  the  company's  business. 
This  company  owns,  amongst  other  monopolies, 
that  of  Theophile  Roederer  and  Co.'s  Champagnes, 
and  Max  Greger  and  Co.'s  Hungarian  Wines. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lans,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  I  have 
always  regarded  the  professional  fishermen  of  the  Thames 
as  the  nitaral  allies  in  the  work  of  Thames  preservation, 
and  any  help  rendered  by  them  I  have  ever  been  ready, 
through  the  press,  to  acknowledge  and  appreciate.  _  I 
had  the  pleasure  last  week  in  that  cipioity  to  recognise 
the  assistance  given  by  Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  of 
Sunbury,  and  I  have  again  this  week  to  report  some 
further  help  from  them  in  the  recovery  of  stray  fish  that 
get  away  in  the  ditches,  at  the  mercy  of  evil  doers,  and  I 
will  give  ih  in  their  own  words  :  "  We  tick  the  cast  net  at 
the  end  of  last  week  up  the  water  splash  ditch,  and  caught 
over  1300  very  large  dace  and  twelve  jack,  the  largett 
5Jlb.,  which  we  br.iu^hc  down  here,  and  turned  them  into 
the  river."  Thfre  are  a  coup'e  of  reports  relating  to  the 
trout  which  reached  me  too  lite  last  week  for  pub]ica"ion ; 
one  is  the  capture  of  a  trout  of  _ 71b.  6oz.,_by  Mr. 
Sinibaldi,  a  member  of  the  Kingston  Piscitorial 
Society,  and  a  well  -  known  jack  angler.  It 
measured  2oJin.  in  length  and  li^in.  round  the 
girth,  and  was  caught  at  Teddiugton  Weir.  Another 
gentleman  had  been  trying  for  the  same  fish,  and,  on 
going  away,  Mr.  Sinibaldi  ariived  and  tooS  his  place,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  hooked  the  trout,  and  the  gentleman 
assisted  him  to  land  it.  The  other  is  from  George  Rose  well, 
who  for  so  m  tny  years  was  the  attendant  fisherman  of  the 
late  Mr.  George  Palmer,  the  recognised  champion  trout 
fisher.  He  wiites:  "I  have  had  tour  trout  this  season , 
the  best,  with  Mr.  Atkinson,  weighing  7|lb.,  which  has 
gone  to  be  set  up.  Mr.  Hill  has  taken  two,  one  cf  3|lb., 
which  he  kept,  and  the  other  21b.,  which  he  returned  ; 
and  another  by  a  gentleman,  which  weighed  21b.,  and  was 
pufbso'j.  We  saw  one  fine  fish,  about  121b.,  on  the  feed, 
but  did  not  touch  him,  but  hope  to  have  it  soon."  Charles 
Hone,  of  Staiues,  has  had  two  days  with  Mr.  T.  W,  Gomm, 
of  Brentford,  at  Boveney,  who  has  creeled  three  trout, 
two  weighing  together  6Jlb.,  and  one  of  241b.,  the  latter 
being  returned.  At  Hampton  Court  Weir,  Mr.  Paul  A.  0. 
Armfelt,  of  Bast  Moulsey,  on  Monday  last  took  a  very 
pretty  trout  of  6\\h.  With  the  numbsr  of  weir  passjs 
issued  by  the  conservators  for  gentlemen  angling  from  the 
weir  heads  at  half-a-guioea  exch,  there  is  some  difiioulty 
in  obtaining  information  cf  successful  captures,  the  fish 
being  sometimes  taken  quietly  away,  and  this  is  especially 
the  case  where  the  weirs  are  some  disrance  fnm  any  of 
the  river  side  hostelries.  The  veteran  William  Milbourne 
reports  on  Monday:  "The  water  is  now  in  good  order, 
and  the  trout  are  showing  well."  Tnere  is,  however 
(Wednesday),  a  miserable  north-easterly  wind,  which  has 
been  on  siuoe  Monday,  and  wi.l  not  prove  an  acceptable 
change.  There  is  a  lot  of  perch  and  jick  spawn  iu 
different  places,  and  the  head  river  keeper  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
has  been  engaged  in  covering  the  ova  with  wire  netting. — B. 

  (Datchet). — River  still  very  low  ;  prospects  of  a 

trout  bad;  siill  there  is  evidence  of  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
river.  I  sa^v  a  rare  lot  rise  close  here  on  the  morning  of 
the  16th.  Yesterday  being  a  splendid  day  for  the 
trout,  1  went  out  for  a  bit  ;  hid  a  couple  of  runs.  I  seem 
to  have  bad  luck,  I  have  only  really  pricked  one  fish  the 
whole  season,  excepting  those  caught  on  the  15th.  I  had 
ahandeome  fish  of  4ilb.— G.  Lumsden. 

  (Streatley)a — Some  fine  trout  have  been  had  at 

Pangbourne,  up  to  8Mb.  Cookham. — Thres  fine  trout 
were  taken,  over  61b.,  on  Friday  last. — Horace  J. 
Gabpner. 

 (Windsor  District).  —  Though  rain  ig  much 

needed,  the  water  is  a  nice  height  at  time  of  writing,  and 
several  trout  have  been  seen  on  the  move.  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  two  of  the  three  tips  given  me  as  to  trout 
whereabouts  have  been  disposed  of,  as  ou  the  loth  inst.  that 
trout  catching  machine,  "  Otter  Hone,"  of  Staines, 
brought  Mr.  Gomm,  jun.,  of  Brentford,  up  h  re,  and 
secured  a  nice  brace  in  the  day,  3Jlb.  and  31b.  Several 
Lave  been  run,  Mr.  Gomm  having  specially  bad  luck  in 
this  way.  Messrs.  Lumsden  and  Harris  have  each  been 
cheated,  but  in  no  case  has  there  baen  a  breakaway.  That 
fine  fish  at  Boveney  is  still  master  of  the  situation,  but  as 
soon  as  we  get  warmer  nights,  and  the  bleak  work  up 
into  the  foam,  he  may  make  a  mistake  when  ho  dashes  in 
amongst thpiu.—B.  E.  Bambeidge. 

Alaw  (Anglesey). — This  prolific  river  maiutains  its 
character,  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead,  and  young  Master 
Edwards  getting  between  them  sixty-one  trout  one  day, 
and  a  few  less  another  day. — W.  H. 
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Bnre,  (Wrozham  District).— Angling  has  rather 
fallen  off  during  the  last  few  days  for  some  reason, 
althouch  the  weather  lias  been  moist  and  genial,  and 
sip  r^-ntly  favour.ib'e  to  sport.  Roach  se^m  to  have  gone 
quite  off  the  feed  for  the  la-st  two  or  thrpe  days.  To- 
night there  is  a  very  o  Id  N.E.  wii  d.  bringing  in  sea  fog 
from  the  c  >a9t ;  and  with  the  ricer  iow  aud  clear  again, 
in  spite  of  the  recent  rains,  fishing  will  be  of  little 
account.  Indeed,  I  consider  thxt  nntil  the  end  of  June 
csarse  fishing  will  scarcely  ba  worth  troubling  about,  as 
there  is  no  denying  the  warm  weather  is  now  b  ginning  to 
make  all  fish  rapidly  lose  condition  and  advance  m  spiwn. 
Till  recently  this  want  of  condiiion  was  not  noticeable. — 
C.  W  Taylor. 

Cefni  (Anglesey).— It  is  this  week  that  the  white 
trout  have  firet  been  seen  in  any  numbers. — W.  H. 

Cornish.  Streams. — Nothing  sensational  in  the  way 
of  baskets  has  been  made  during  the  past  week.  The 
effecc  of  the  E-ister  freshet  has  died  out.  and  the  rivers 
up  to  to-day  (Wednes  lay),  when  there  is  every  likelihood  of 
a  change,  are  very  clear.  The  best  trout  fishing  is  fctill 
got  in  the  tributary  streams,  although  there  are  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  main  rivers.  Kelts  are  too  numerous  in  the 
streams  yet,  and  fly  fishing  is  hampered  by  the  thousands 
of  salmon  parr. — Bodmin. 

Darentii  (Famingham,  Horton  Kirby,  and 
ZSjn»faro). — Sport  hts  not  been  so  good  this  spring  as 
last,  and  reports  are  rife  of  the  destruction  of  fish  by  more 
than  one  of  the  mills.  Still  a  few  go  )d  trout  have  been 
this  week  taken,  chiefly  with  the  Blue  Don.  My  best  fish, 
so  far,  was  only  a  little  over  |lb.,  and  few  of  the  others 
have  exceeded  the  Jib.,  while  some  Lad  to  be  returned. 
The  Blue  Dun,  the  Dark  Olive,  and  the  Iron  Blue  have 
been  most  effective  ;  the  Coachman  and  the  sedgi-s,  which 
I  found  useful  'ast  spring,  being  quite  neglected.  Water 
is  in  fair  order,  and  if  the  weather  remains  warm  prospects 
are  fairly  good. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  best  bisket  I 
have  heard  of  this  week  is  one  of  fifteen  very  fine  fish, 
secured  on  Monday  by  Mr.  Anthony  Pike,  a  vttsran 
angler.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  and  Mr,  E.  Distin  have  each 
killed  nine  each,  and  Mr.  E.  Ackrtll  took  four  brace. 
Several  other  rods  have  been  fishing  the  waters  up  to 
Staverton,  with  but  fair  success.  A  few  nice  takes  are 
being  made  by  Buckfastleigh  anglers,  whilst  good  sport 
has  been  obtained  on  the  moorland  streims  by  the  Rev. 
C.  Rickards,  Mr.  Cowling,  and  others.  The  upper  waters 
are  well  patronised  just  now,  but  the  river  is  somewhat 
low.  At  the  time  of  writing  rain  is  again  falling.— 
Devosiax. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Sport  has  bepn  rather  above 
the  average,  and  some  fair  baskets  have  b-^en  made  on  the 
southern  streams  and  those  around  to  the  border,  the 
rivers  being  in  better  condition.  Takes  up  to  twelve 
braCi  are  reported  on  the  Tamar,  Dart,  Avon,  and  other 
streams ;  whilet  a  basket  of  over  forty  good  sized  trout 
were  kQled  in  the  Ashwater  district,  mainly  with  the 
Peac'  Ck  Bine  an!  Red  Palmer.  Fish  in  themo  Tland 
streams  are  bff  jrding  b'-tter  sport.  A  couple  of  rods  on 
the  Culm  made  fine  oaske  s  last  week,  bat  the  cold  winds 
are  still  prevalent,  and  affect  the  fishing.  Mr.  Richmond, 
of  Brauuton,  has  genen^usly  offered  to  put  6000  young 
trout  in  the  Taw  and  Torridge,  in  place  of  the  salmon  he 
secu-ed  for  breediig  purposes  having  turned  out  on- 
snmptive.  Needless  to  say  the  conservators  accepted  the 
offer  gratefully. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — ^Speaking  generally,  very  little  has 
been  done  on  this  river  during  the  week,  the  cold,  easterly 
winds  being  against  successful  anghug.  The  Citches  to 
hand  are :  Mr.  Thrupp  (London),  nine  brace ;  Mr.  G. 
Falkingbiidge,  two  braes.  Capt.  Leng  also  had  moderate 
sport. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— With  wind  sticking  in 
the  northern  quarter,  and  water  none  too  high,  trouting 
has  been  rather  quiet.  A  good  freshet  is  now  much 
needed,  and  until  we  get  this  sport  will  of  necessity  be 
tame.  A  recommendation  from  the  Exeter  Chamber  of 
Commerce  that  the  canal  be  re-stocked  at  the  city's 
fxpense  was  laid  before  the  council  at  their  last  meeting, 
it  being  urged  that  the  possession  of  a  really  good  angUng 
preserve  would  tend  to  increase  our  list  of  visitors.  The 
matter  is  now  under  consideration  of  the  navigation  com. 
mittte,  who  will  report  at  next  cotrncU  meeting. — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen    District    (South  Lincolnshire,  &o.).— 

Prospects  for  fly  fishing  in  this  district  are  improving. 
There  is  more  water  in  the  streams,  and  the  sunshine  is 
bringing  forth  aquatic  flies.  Land  t  ijs  are  also  on  the 
increase.  A  few  captures  have  been  reported.  The 
Stamford  Angling  Society  were  among  the  contributors  of 
wreaths  at  the  funeral  of  the  Marquis  of  Exeter.  In  him 
they  have  lost  a  good  friend. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Trout  fishing  has 
been  altBOst  wholly  confined  to  bottom  fishing  to  the  few 
Loch  Levens  about  Retford,  and  for  the  smaller  fry  in  the 
Ryton,  about  Blyth,  &c.  Flies,  however,  are  beginning 
to  make  their  appearance,  and  the  better  trout  waters  wiU 
soon  have  attention.  A  few  dishes  have  come  off  waters 
from  the  Southwell  district.  Otters  are  reported  in  the 
same  district. — L. 

Itchen. — The  trout  are  very  forward  in  condition,  and 
rise  well  from  mid-day  until  about  three  o'clock.  On  the 
]4th  inst.  good  sport  was  had  on  the  Worths s  water,  the 
fish  taking  a  Drake's  Fancy— quill  bodied,  hare's  ear- 
freely.  Mr.  A.  Wynne  Corrie's  stretch  of  the  Itchen 
river  has,  during  the  past  few  months,  been  heavily  re- 
stocked with  v^ry  fine  trout  raised  at  his  It  chen  River  Xrout 
Breeding  Estabii-hment.  The  number  of  trout  put  into  the 
river  includes  600  fish  from  lOin.  to  12in.  in  length  ;  250 
three-year-old.o,  ranging  in  weight  from  lib.  2oz.  up  to 
2|lb. ;  and  also  150  12in.  two-year-olds.  These  last 
mentioned  fish  should  prove  a  valuable  introduction  of  new 
blood,  for  they  are  the  product  obtained  from  crossing 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Lake  Windermere  trout  with  Soot  oh  brown  trout.  The 
same  fishery  during  the  last  twelve  months  has  contributed 
to  the  river  upwards  of  120,000  fry  and  a  very  large 
number  of  yearlings. — W.  C. 

Lake  Coton  (Bodorgan,  Anglcey).— Mr.  Diemer 
had  ni'je  fi'ie  tr  mt  on  Monday,  aud  Mr.  Ta'e  the  fame 
number,  and  both  have  been  d  'ing  well  for  diys  previous. 
Rain  and  better  prosi  ects  on  the  20  h. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel  (Oswestry).— The  enormous 
hatih  of  fly  <.nthe  lake  has  kept  the  tioat  from  rising  to 
the  ar'ilcial  fly,  which,  of  course,  has  brought  the  fish 
into  most  splendid  condition,  and  are  now  rising  well. 
Good  baskets  have  been  bad  since  my  last  report ;  some 
200  fieh  have  been  taken.  The  best  baskets  wei-e  made  by 
Sir  Thomas  Hughes,  Dr.  Fenton,  Mr.  Harold  Foster, 
Mr.  Henty,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr,  Wallis,  a,nd  Mr.  Terrell.— 
Long  Drift. 

Lark  ilcklingham,  &o.).— I  have  not  heard  of  any 
trout  btiog  captured  this  last  week.  They  certainly  seem 
to  be  off  feeding  just  now.  Warm  weather  ought  to  bring 
them  on  again.  Several  more  pike  have  been  killed, 
weighing  31b.,  4ilb,,  and  5Jlb.  each.  The  water  is  very 
bright.— A.  E  K. 

Lsa — On  Thursday  the  river  was  showing  a  fair  head 
of  water  in  some  districts,  especially  Rye  House,  but  as 
regards  the  approaching  trout  fishing  season  anglers  woald 
like  warm  rains  to  fall.  The  weather  h  is  been  brighter, 
but  the  c  dd  winds  still  keep  the  trout  down.  In  a  little 
over  a  week  from  to-day  the  season  for  taking,  th  ,se  fish 
will  open,  and  I  should  advise  anglers  intending  to  visit 
the  river  on  and  after  May  1  to  have  a  look  round  before- 
hand, especially  in  such  districts  as  Broxbournj,  Hoddes- 
don.  Rye  House,  St.  Margaret's,  Ware,  and  Hertford. 
They  maybe  able  to  locate  a  tlsh  or  two. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  have  now  cleared,  and  have  run  into  eipital  order 
for  fishing.  All  the  stirface  water  has  disappeared,  and 
there  is  now  every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  be'rg  had. 
The  weather  has  tiken  up  fine,  and  the  fish  have  been 
rising  better  at  the  fly,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  used  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Cowdung,  and 
February  Red,  and  some  very  nice  trout  have  been  taken, 
and  if  it  keeps  fine  sport  will  improve. — Gwynne. 

Lagg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).  — 
Rivers  are  in  capital  order.  For  the  greater  part  of  past 
week  we  have  experienced  frosty  nights,  followed  by  bright 
days,  with  wind  mostly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  east, 
consequently  eport  has  besn  bad.  To-day  (Wednesday)  a 
gfntle  rain  has  set  in,  and  if  such  continues,  and  weather 
becomes  warmer,  sport  in  the  near  future  may  with  con- 
fidence be  looked  for.  The  Yellow  Dun  is  just  beginning 
to  show  ;  Stone  Fly  has  been  out  some  little  time  ;  these, 
with  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Grey  Spinner,  Iron  Blue, 
and  Hardy  Brown,  should  be  the  flies  for  coming  week. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Maelog  Lake  (Ty-Croes,  Anglesey).— In  the 
adjoining  CrygjU  river,  Messrs.  Diemer,  Parry,  and 
another,  took  seven'y  trout  one  day.  Mr.  Diemer,  alone 
one  day,  had  twerity  ;  and  anothtr,  twenty-six.  All  in 
fine  condition. — W.  H. 

Onny  and  Flowden  Waters  (Salop).— The  last 
few  dajs  have  improved  the  fishing  in  this  locality.  On 
the  Plowden  water,  on  Monday,  Dr.  Gore  had  five  brace, 
and  another  member  a  similar  number.  The  March 
Brown  is  taken  well  now.  The  hotel  water  is  well 
patronised. 

Otter  (Salterton,  Devon).— The  river  is  very  low, 
and  a  freshet  would  greatly  benefit  angling  operations. 
To-day  (Wednesday),  June  20,  there  was  a  drizzling  rain, 
and  the  fish  did  not  rise  freely.  One  rod,  on  Mr.  RoUe's 
water,  took  fiv«  brace,  averaging  about  8oz.  ta:h;  and 
another  rod,  at  Tipton  St.  John's,  took  three  brace.  A 
short  time  ago  a  trout  of  lib.  12oz.  was  klL'ei  cn  fly  a  little 
above  Tipton.  The  Olive  and  Yellow  Duns  are  in  evidence 
on  the  water,  and  the  best  time  of  day  is  from  noon  to 
about  2  p.m. — Heeon. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  fair  condition,  but  are 
still  suffering  from  the  want  of  water.  Twelve  hours 
good  rain  would  do  a  lot  of  good.  On  Monday  |in.  of  rain 
fell  daring  a  tremendous  thunderstorm  at  Teignmouth 
and  some  portions  of  the  moor.  These  local  storms  very 
often  improve  our  rivers  when  we  have  had  nothing  but 
fine  weather  in  the  town.  I  have  very  oftin  known  a  fine 
day  here  when  they  have  had  lashing  rain  oa  the  moor. 
I  have  heard  of  some  nice  citches  on  the  Dart  and 
Walkham.  My  daughter  had  half  a  dozen  nice  fish  on  the 
Tavy  last  Monday.  They  all  rose  to  the  Blue  Upright.— 
William  Heaeder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  beautiful  weather  experienced  here  during 
the  past  week  induced  many  of  the  holiday  excursionists 
to  prolong  their  visit  to  this  lovely  neighbourhood,  and  as 
all  these  streams  are  now  in  splendid  condition  for  the 
fly,  some  capital  sport  has  been  enjoyed  amongst  the 
trout,  but  more  especially  during  the  middle  of  the  day, 
as  daring  the  early  morning  and  late  evening  a  very  cold 
wind  is  strU  in  evidence,  when  the  fish  do  not  rise  at  all 
freely.  Although  the  weather  during  the  holidays  was 
the  reverse  of  favourable  for  angling,  yet  the  number 
of  excursionists  who  visited  this  neighbourhood  was  far 
above  the  average  for  the  time  of  year,  and  the  magnili- 
cent  scenery  made  ample  amends  for  the  lack  of  sport 
obtained  by  anglers.  Visitors  to  this  neighbourhood 
should  tike  particular  notice  that  in  most  parts  of  it  the 
river  Tanat  is  very  strictly  preserved,  and  the  ripaiiin 
owners  allow  no  person  to  angle  in  these  preserved  parts 
unless  they  are  provided  with  a  written  permit,  and  which 
can  only  be  obtained  when  proper  application  is  made  to 
those  in  authority — Vtrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Bivers.— With  a  continuation 
of  fine  weather  streams  and  rivers  have  been  over  bright, 
and  the  easterly  winds  have  considerably  retarded  sport. 
Streams  at  West  Ashling  and  Funtingdou  hold  some  good 
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trout,  but  the  uncut  weeds  leave  but  a  small  space  for  a 
cast,  and  even  then  a  fish  must  ba  dragged  07et  the  weeds 
to  secure  a  land.  Trout  here  are  pi-incioally  Loch  L^ven, 
and  have  been  taken  up  to  nearly  41b  The  Ouse  is  brie' t, 
and  quintines  ot  dace  aud  perch  may  be  s-'en  ( ii  th^ 
s'lallows,  spiwning  and  ecfurirg.  R  -ach  have  s'opprd 
feeding,  and  are  now,  doubtless,  on  spawning  intent,  and 
fhou'd  >  et  a  respite.  Some  good  trout  have  ^een  taken  in 
the  Tnree  Bridges  distric,  Mr  Parltt:  had  four  brace, 
the  heaviest  weighing  IJlb.  Minnow  and  worm  on  the 
Ouse  tributaries  above  Barcimbe  have  proved  successful ; 
five  and  a  half  brace  were  taken  in  a  few  hours,  pri'  oioally 
with  brandling,  but  here  the  streams  are  so  wooded  that 
spinning  or  fly  fishing  is  out  of  the  question.  A  vioit  to 
the  Rother  by  two  rods  resulted  in  two  and  a  half  brace  of 
trout  (hea\iest,  IJlb.),  all  taken  with  minnow.  A  perch 
of  about  31b.  was  returned  to  the  water.  The  weather  is 
now  fxvourable  for  harbour  fishing  Several  smelt  have 
been  taken  with  rag  worm,  but  a  veteran  angler,  Mr.  Robt. 
Holmes,  tells  me  tbat  gtntlea  are  a  capital  bait.  I  have 
taken  them  with  chamois  leather  when  bait  has  rtm 
short.  A  few  small  bass  are  up,  and  with  the  advent  of 
the  larger  bass  smelt  will  take  their  departure. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — Water  rising;  few  citches 
worth  recorditig.  Salmon  are  running  up  from  the  sea. 
When  ri.in  haa  fallen  enough  to  refresh  the  ground  rivers 
will  be  in  good  order,  and  good  sport  expected. — Ri'siy 
Game. 

Teifi  (Pembrokeshire).— The  Teifi  is  rather  low  just 
now.  The  Green  Fly  has  been  on  the  water  since  Satur- 
day last,  which  means  a  cessation  n?  sport  for  a  week  or 
two.  Some  very  good  trout  were  caught  during  the  past 
week. — H. 

Teign. — Last  week  a  splendid  trout  weighing  ovar  31b. 
was  killed  in  the  Bovey.  Trout  fishing  around  Newton 
has  been  only  fair,  and  few  salmon  have  been  tiken  by 
rod,  although  some  fine  fish  were  netted  on  Tuesday. — 
Devonian. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  gone 
down  again  and  cleared,  and  is  running  a  nice  level,  and 
in  capital  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine,  with  a  few  showers 
of  rain,  which  refreshed  the  water  and  greatly  improved 
the  prospect  of  sport.  There  has  been  a  good  number  of 
anglers  out  of  late,  and  fishing  is  getting  brisk.  The  fi;h 
have  been  more  on  the  move,  and  trout  have  been  rising 
at  the  fly  and  taking  bottom  baits  well,  and  some  very 
good  lots  of  trout  have  been  landed.  The  flies  chiefly 
used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Olive  Dun,  Cow 
Dung,  and  February  Red.  Bottom  fishing  has  baen 
successful  with  the  wo  I  m  On  Saturday,  Mr.  R.Smith 
was  out  on  the  water,  and  landed  some  very  good  trout, 
one  scaling  21b.  weight.  The  water  near  Ludford  was 
fished  on  Monday,  and  some  nice  trout  taken.  The  otter 
hounds  were  out  on  Saturday  on  the  Ledwyche,  but  failed 
to  find. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  now 
gone  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  is  running  in  every  way 
suitable  for  angling.  The  weather  this  week  has  been 
beautiful  and  fine,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been 
oa  the  banks,  and  sport  has  been  fairly  good.  The  fish 
have  been  more  on  the  feei,  and  have  been  rising  better, 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  and  good 
dishes  of  trout  being  taken  in  this  part  with  the  fly. — 
Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).  —  River  in  fine  order  for 
fly  fishing,  and  the  trout  are  sporting  fairly  well.  P.  Rude 
took  twenty-seven  one  day,  and  others  have  done  just  as 
well.  Lots  of  salmon  are  seen  by  the  trout  fishermen. 
Mr.  Doe  took  one,  'Jib.,  with  the  trout  fly  this  week.  We 
are  having  some  mild  showers  to-day,  which  will  improve 
the  fishing. — Practical  Angler. 

Upper  Yore  (Hawes). — Good  sport  has  been  had  on 
this  part  of  the  Yore  this  last  week,  one  gentleman  taking 
301b.  in  three  days.  At  present  it  is  rather  low,  but  it  is 
raining,  and  we  expect  a  flood,  which  will  greatly  improve 
the  river.  The  flies  that  are  taking  are  Winter  Brown, 
Dark  Woodcock,  and  Dark  Snipa. — J.  Fawcett. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— Rivei  8 
are  in  very  fair  order  for  fly  just  nm.  The  trout  has  not 
been  rising  very  freely  lately,  owing  to  the  clear  water  and 
bright  sun.  The  best  killing  flies  are  March  Brown  and 
Light  Blue. — Pontsenny. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Sport  is  said 
to  show  improvement  on  the  waters  between  Lincoln  and 
Grantham.  There  is  more  water  in  the  Witham  and 
tributary  streams,  and  the  sunshine  and  btirsting  vegeta- 
tion is  encouraging  fly  life.  A  few  decent  dishes  have  been 
mentioned,  and  prospects  are  siid  to  be  fairly  good. 
Things  are  rather  quiet  in  the  Wold  District,  but  sport 
may  now  be  obtainable  in  the  afternoon  with  the  fly. 
February  Reds  and  Cowdung  flies  are  in  evidence,  along 
with  Palmers,  Bumbles,  &c. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Matlock  Bath).— The  above 
rivers  are  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  several  baskets 
of  from  two  to  five  brace  have  been  taken.  Anglers  on 
the  Wye  have  done  fairly  well,  and  the  Chatsworth  fishery 
has  yielded  gocd  sport.  Several  of  the  members  of  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Association  have  been  out  during 
the  week,  and  have  obtained  some  good  fish,  Mr.  Cooper 
getting  a  brace  and  a  half  from  the  High  Tor  stream,  one 
of  which  weighed  17oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Buxton  landin?  a  brace 
from  the  reach  below  Cromford.  The  outlook  is  promising, 
and  sport  will  improve  if  the  weather  continues  warm. 
The  following  flies  will  be  found  useful :  Cockwing,  Dan, 
March  Brown  (with  a  ruddy  hackle).  Furnace,  Bumble, 
and  Sand  Fly. — Dotterel. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Aberfeldy  (.Breadalbane  Arms).— Mr.  Stui-rock 
and  Mr.  Nepean,  fishing  the  Tay  from  the  Breadalbane 
Arms  last  week,  had  some  nice  baskets  of  trout. 


296 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  23,  1898 


darron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— For  some 
time  back  the  sport  hag  been  very  poor  ;  in  faot,  there  are 
very  few  fish  in  it,  but  the  genial  weather  of  this  week  ia 
expected  to  improve  m-it'ers.  Fisbiug  Mr.  R.  T.  Coup- 
lan'i's  rod,  Mr.  James  Wilson,  Gruinards,  caught  a  salmon 
on  the  12ch  inst.  ;  another,  on  same  water,  on  14th;  and 
one  <  n  15th.  On  16th,  Mr.  George  Rcss,  Braelangwell, 
on  Mr.  Payne's  rod,  lauded  a  Silmon  on  the  Braelaligwell 
water.    Ou  Monday  tkis  week  the  water  was  too  low. — B, 

Conon,  ISaster  Boss  (Conon  Bridge,  N.B.).— 
During  the  past  week  tbe  Brahan  Castle  waters  were 
fished  from  Mr.  Melville's  Hotel,  with  the  following 
resnlta  :  Oa  7th,  Mr.  St.  Viucant  Peel,  Wales,  landed 
f  jnr  salmon,  weighing  8Jlb.,  8  b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  On  8th, 
Mr.  Mervyn  Peel,  Wales,  caught  a  silmon  of  7Jlb. ;  and 
Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel,  one  of  SJlb.  The  last  named 
landed  a  7-pounderon  9th,  and  one  of  7|lb.  on  11th.  Mr. 
Mervyn  Peel  got  one  of  7|lb.  on  12th,  and  two,  weighing 
l/Jlb.  and  9|ib  ,  on  13th.  On  14th,  Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel 
caught  an  8-pounder.  On  15th,  Mr.  Merv^yn  Peel  landed 
two,  weighing  8Jlb.  and  6^1b.  ;  and  Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel, 
one  of  8lb.  On  16th,  a  7-ponnd':>r  was  caught  by  Mr. 
Mervyn  Peel.  Prospects  of  further  sport  are  now  im- 
proving.— B. 

Conon  (Ross-shire).— While  the  lower  beats  are  not 
now  affording  the  s  me  tine  sport,  nine  salmon  only  being 
got  last  week,  the  tish  are  pushing  their  way  to  the  tipper 
watecs  in  large  numbers.  On  the  Spa  Hotel  water  the 
first  fish  Wis  got  on  Friday,  weighing  9|lb. ;  and,  with 
favourable  weather,  there  are  good  prosptocs  of  sport  after 
thii.  Fig  ling  from  the  hotel  on  Loch  Garve,  on  Saturday, 
Mdster  Jim  Wallace  had  three  fine  troat,  weighing  51b. ; 
and  Mr.  Alec  Hall  had  two,  weighing  31b. — A.  W. 

Beveron  (BanfiFshire).— Towards  the  clcsa  of  last 
week  the  river  was  in  flood,  due  in  a  measure  to  the 
melting  of  Enow  on  the  hills  in  the  upper  reache?,  and  a 
heavy  rainfall  on  Thursday  ;  consequently,  the  water  was 
too  much  swollen  and  dirty  for  successful  angling.  It  is 
now  getting  into  better  condition,  and  sport  is  improving. 
On  Monday,  the  Messrs.  Tenuants,  of  the  Glen,  ou  the 
Duff  House  and  Banff  Fife  Arms  Hotel  waters ;  Col.  Shaw, 
of  Carlisle,  on  the  Craigston  water  (rented  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff)  ;  and  Mr. 
Johnstone,  of  the  Indian  Civil  Service,  on  the  Inveriohuie 
and  Fife  Arms  Hotel  water,  had  baskets  of  101b.  to  IGlb. 
of  excellent  tioat.  Fishing  on  the  Corniehaugh  water, 
from  Monday  to  Thursday  of  last  wealr,  Rev.  S.  Latham 
had  seventy-four  trout,  weighing  40Jlb.  The  flies  used 
were:  March  Brown,  Greenwell's  Glory,  and  Hare's  Lug. 
On  the  15th,  Mr.  J.  A.  Porter  and  Mr.  A.  Barron,  on  the 
same  water,  creeled  twenty-two  trout,  121b.  On  the  Free 
water,  at  Banff,  only  a  few  trout  were  kiUed,  the  weather 
not  being  favourable.  Mr  Morgan  and  party  have  arrived 
at  Invermarkie  Lodge,  Glass,  for  the  spring  fishing.  Very 
little  his  been  done  at  the  net  fishings  on  the  river  for  the 
past  week,  although  the  fishermen  pJy  the  nets  night  and 
day.  Spme  diys  the  fishing  is  almost  blank,  and  scarcely 
more  than  a  couple  of  fish  are  caught  in  one  day.  On  the 
coast  there  was  a  slight  improvement  at  one  or  two 
stations,  and  the  boxes  consigned  to  the  markets  daily  for 
the  week  were  rather  heavier.  At  Pennan,  some  twelve 
miles  east  from  the  Deveron,  a  fine  fish  of  461b.  was  taken 
in  the  nets  on  Friday  last. — H,  W. 

Dochart.— Capt.  M.  D.  Murray,  out  from  Luib  Hotel 
on  ilonday,  the  18th,  had  sixteen  trout ;  weight,  5Jlb. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Kinnear,  Edin.,  had  twenty-one  trout ; 
weight,  111b.  Mr.  A.  Bell,  Edin.,  sixteen  trout;  weight, 
Clb.  Mr.  A.  McDiarmid,  Edin.,  a  nice  basket,  8ilb.— 
W.  McNaughton. 

Inverau  (Sutherland,  N.B.).  — Although  neigh- 
bouring rivers  _  and  net  fishings  are  yielding  but  poor 
returns,  the  Shin  ia  still  giving  excellent  sp  jrt  to  anglers 
from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel.  On  11th  insc,  four  salmon 
were  landed,  weighing  101b.,  9Ib.,  91b.,  and  81b.  On  12th, 
three  were  caught,  two  of  which  weighed  101b.  each,  and 
the  other  91b.  On  13th,  three  salmon,  of  14lb.,  91b.,  and 
8!b.,  were  got.  On  U'.h,  Mri.  Farrer  grassed  one,  weighing 
211b.  ;  Mr.  Farrer,  an  18-pounder;  and  another  angler  one 
of  91b.  On  15th,  Mr.  Farrer  Lad  one  weighing  231b.  ; 
Mr.  Edmund  Farrer,  one  of  221b. ;  and  other  anglers, 
three,  of  91b.,  101b.,  and  81b.  On  16th,  Mr.  Evans  caught 
a  9-pounder,  which  made  a  total  for  the  week  of  nineteen 
salmon,  weighing  in  all  2251b.,  or  an  average  of  close  on 
121b.  each.— B. 

Loch  Awe  (Loch  Awe  Hotel).— The  following  are 
the  takes  for  the  last  week  :  Mr.  Richardson^  .five  trout ; 
Mr.  Briggs,  seven;  Mr.  Bruce,  four  ;  Mr.  Haynes,  four; 
Mr.  O'Dwyer,  tix ;  Mr.  Trevanion,  four;  Mr.  Farlow, 
four  ;  Mr.  Fortune,  eight,  51b. ;  Mr.  Richardson,  fifteen  ; 
Mr.  Trevanion,  four;  Mr.  Johnson,  ten ;  Mr.  Trevanion, 
seven  ;  Mr.  A.  Rose,  five. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— After  a  week  of  dry  weather, 
with  hard  south-easterly  winds,  the  weather  on  Tuesday 
was  overcast  till  the  evening,  when  rain  fell,  and  excellent 
sport  was  got  with  the  fly  by  the  following  :  Mr.  Roger 
Boreland,  thirty-three  trout,  281b. ;  Mr.  Archibald,  TiUi- 
ooultry ;  Mr.  Ogilvy,  Arndean ;  and  Mr.  Cameron, 
Blaii-mgone,  twenty-nine  trout,  211b.;  Messrs.  Duncan, 
Carmichael,  and  Scott,  AUox,  twenty  trout,  181b. ;  Mr. 
Tanqueray  and  Mr.  Cottenll,  EJinburgh,  nineteen  trout, 
141b.  8az.  Other  anglers  out  during  the  week  were  :  Mr. 
Black,  Shefiield  (two  days),  filteeu  trout,  121b.  4oz.,  aud 
twenty-three  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Dunsmure,  Callander,  and 
Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  sixteen  trout,  lUb.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  E.  W.  Cover,  London,  and  friend,  London  (two 
diys),  seventeen  trout,  131b.,  and  seven  trout,  61b.  8oz.; 
Mr.  Tanqueray,  Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout,  101b. ;  Mr. 
Donaldson,  London,  eleven  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Hunter  and 
friend,  Glasgow,  seventeen  trout,  111b. ;  Mr.  Mowat  and 
Mr.  Cameron,  Perth,  eight  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Menzies, 
Leith,  nine  trout,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Wright,  Edinburgh, 
fourteen  trout,  151b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Drybrough  and  friends, 
Edinburgh,  nineteen  trout,  171b.  j  Mr.  J,  G.  Laird,  Ediu= 


burgh,  ten  troutj  91b. ;  an  angler  from  England,  twelve 
trout,  8Ib.  8)z. ;  Mr.  L.  R.  Oalder,  Leigh,  eight  trout, 
81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  B.  Sivright,  North  Queensferry,  seven 
trout,  51b.  8oz. ;  Capt.  Thomson,  nine  trout,  81b.— ROBERT 

LilNG. 

Looh  Tay  (Killin).- April  14-,  Mr.  Hoole,  one 
salmon,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Stenhouse,  one.  181b.  April  15,  Mr. 
Butler,  one,  71b.  April  16,  Mr.  Wheen,  one,  251b. ;  Mr. 
MoWilliam,  fishing  for  Mr.  Hughes,  one,  171b.  April  18, 
Mr.  Mactaggart,  one,  201b.,  and  a  nice  trout,  21b.;  Mr. 
MoWilliam,  fishing  for  Mr.  Hughes,  one,  291b.  ;  Miss 
Maisey,  fishing  for  Mr.  Hughes,  one,  20lb.  April  19,  Mr. 
Smith,  one,  271b.;  Mr.  Mactaggart,  one,  251b.— H. 
Maiset. 

Lyon  (Fortingall).  —  Gentlemen  fishing  from  the 
FoTtingall  Hotel  had  the  following  sport  oa  the  18th  ; 
Dr.  Percy  Kidd,  London,  hid  two  stlm  n,  one  161b.  and 
one  171b. ;  Mr.  Wyer,  oae,  151b.  19th,  Dr.  Percy  Kidd, 
one,  141b.  A  good  few  trout  were  caught,  and  all  in  good 
condition. — Macphail. 

Melvich  Hot  1  (Sutherlandshire),— The  earliest 
loch  fishing  ever  attempted  in  this  district  was  by  a  party 
of  anglers  from  this  hotel,  and  the  results  were  very  satis- 
factory. The  takes  were  good,  and  the  trout  were  in  as 
g  >od  condition  as  in  the  mouth  of  July.  Sea  trout  are 
also  more  than  ordinarily  p'entiful  in  the  Halladale,  and 
there  were  some  very  g  >od  catches.  To-day  Mr.  Morrison 
is  giving  the  loohs  his  yearly  supply  of  trout  fry,  about 
30,000  being  ready  for  turning  out  into  the  several  waters 
in  connection  with  the  hotel.  One  or  two  of  the  catches 
were:  8th  inst.,  Messrs.  Hew  Morrison,  Fraser,  and 
Glass,  a  number  of  sea  trout  in  the  Halladale  and  two 
dozen  brown  trout.  On  the  9th  the  catches  were  still 
better.  11th,  Mr.  Hew  Morrison,  three  salmon;  and 
Mr.  Hickman,  one  salmon  and  several  sea  trout.  The  looh 
prospects  are  very  good. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— A  goodly 
number  of  fish  are  now  on  the  upper  waters,  and  the 
weather  is  promising.  On  Uth  inst.,  Lord  Methuen,  Syre 
Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Col.  Willson, 
Syro  Lodge,  one  on  No.  2 ;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  one  on  No.  6.  On  12th,  Mr.  Campbell,  one  on 
No.  1 ;  and  Lord  Methuen,  one  on  No.  2.  On  13th,  Col. 
Fryer,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  one  salmon  on  No.  1 ;  and 
Gen.  Home,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  3.  On  14th,  Mr. 
Rudd,  Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  No.  1.  On 
loth.  Gen.  Home,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  a  salmon  on  No.  5, 
and  Mr.  Rudd  one  on  No.  2.  On  16th,  Sir  James  Drum- 
mond,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  a  beauty  of  121b.  oa  Beat 
No.  1  ;  and  Mr.  MacCorquodale,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on 
No.  2.  Several  other  salmon  were  got,  and  a  number 
were  lost  after  having  been  hooked  for  some  time. — B. 

Noith-East  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  and  streams 
have  been  in  heavy  flood  all  over  the  Nor;h  during  most 
of  the  week,  fish  shifting,  and  sport  comp  tratively  poor 
on  most  sections.  On  the  Lower  Invercauld  water, 
Mes-rs.  Parry  and  Masson  had  two,  of  61b.  and  81b. ; 
while  Col.  Morland  had  two,  of  SJlb.  and  91b.,  on  the 
upper  beat.  On  the  Fife  Arms  water,  Mr.  Eyland  Smiih 
had  one  of  6Jlb.  on  Saturday.  On  the  Balmoral  and 
Ballater  reaches,  the  royal  keepers  and  Mr.  McGregor's 
guests  had  good  sport  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  but 
on  the  other  days  they  were  all  out  of  it  on '  account 
of  the  heavy  waters.  On  the  Glentana  reaches,  Mr. 
McLeish  hid  one  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  Davidson,  two,  of  61b. 
and  _  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Heriot,  one  of  9ib.  On  the  Dinnet 
section,  Mr.  Thomson  had  one  of  91b.  on  Mr.  Harvey's 
water.  On  the  Cam  bus  O'May  water,  Mr.  Barclay  ci'eeled 
six,  scaling  from  6|lb.  to  151b.  On  the  Aboyne  waters, 
Mr.  Smith  had  one  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  Nelson,  four,  scaling 
161b.,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Millman,  two,  of  7ib.  and 
111b.  ;  Mr.  Scott,  one  of  161b.  ;  Mr.  Crawshaw,  one  of 
91b. ;  Mr.  Clive,  three,  of  71b.,  141b.,  and  7ib. ;  while  Lord 
Huntly  and  others  had  several  on  the  Castle  waters.  On 
the  Dess  water,  Capt.  D.  F.  Davidson  and  friends  had 
thirteen  fish,  scaling  from  61b.  to  141b.;  while  Capt. 
James,  on  the  Lodge  water,  had  three,  of  71b.,  61b.,  and 
161b. ;  and  Mr.  Whitley,  three,  on  the  same  section,  of 
7lb.,  81b.,  and  81b.  On  Carlogie  water,  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson, 
had  three,  of  71b.,  81b., and  151b. ;  and  Mr.  Haslam  one  of  61b. 
On  the  Borrowstone  sfcction,  Sir  Henry  Meredyth,  Bart., 
lauded  four,  scaling  61b.,  71b.,  131b.,  and  211b.  ;  while 
Mr.  John  Mortimer,  on  the  Ballogie,  had  eight,  of  61b., 
6|lb.,  71b.,  71b.,  7ilb.,  8Ib.,  91b.,  and  141b.  ;  and  Charlie 
Gill,  five,  on  the  S.  Sluie  water,  scaling  81b.,  8|lb.,  8Jlb., 
8ilb.,  and  221b.;  and  Sandy  Ross,  nine,  on  the  upper 
Blackball  and  Commonty  sections,  scaling  61b.,  61b.,  6Jlb., 
71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  81b.,8ilb.,  and  101b.  On  the  Inchmarlo 
water,  Capt.  Gaskell  had  five,  ranging  from  61b.  to  101b.  ; 
while  on  the  Cairnton,  Blackball,  and  Durris  sections 
similar  results  have  been  obtained.  On  the  lower  waters 
of  the  Dee,  Don,  and  Ythan  bait  fishers  have  baen  most 
successful,  a  good  few  finnook  being  forward  with  the 
rise  in  the  waters.  Yellow  trout  are  steadily  improving 
in  quality  and  weight,  and  with  fine  weather  better  baskets 
would  be  certain. — G.  M. 

Orchy  (Dalmally  Hotel).  —  Mr.  Salmon,  one 
salmon,  221b.  ;  Mr.  Bolam,  one,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Love,  one, 
101b  ;  Major  Urmiston,  one,  101b. ;  Mr  Bolam,  one,  14Ib. 
— W.  Eraser. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  have  been  in 
the  bast  of  order  this  week.  Floods  prevailed  after  the 
dispatch  of  my  last  notes,  and  bait  fishers  were  out  on  the 
different  waters  with  worm  bait.  Some  good  catches  of 
yellow  trout  were  had  with  the  worm  in  the  spites,  some 
of  the  rods  having  over  two  dozen.  In  the  tributaries  the 
sport  was  fairly  good  for  the  season,  but  salmon  fry  were 
reported  as  giving  no  end  of  trouble  to  anglers.  At 
present  the  annual  migration  of  the  salmon  smolts  is  on, 
with  the  fry  descending  to  the  sea.  Trout  fishing  is  very 
trying  to  anglers  at  present,  as  the  fry  fasten  on  to  every 
fly  hook  that  is  oist  upon  the  streams.  The  Annan. — In 
this  rirer  on  Thursday  one  angler  caught  eighteen  burn 


trout,  as  they  are  looftUy  called,  They  were  taken  in  the 
discoloured  waters  with  worm,  and  they  were  in  splendid 
condition.  The  heaviest  weighed  under  lib.  Another 
rod  had  over  two  dozen,  some  of  which  weighed 
IJlb.  Reports  reach  me  of  certain  men  fisning 
tne  middle  reaches  all  through  the  night  with 
worm  bait  in  the  clear  waters,  and  getting  bags  up 
to  401b.  of  yellow  trout.  Of  course  these  characters  miy 
be  said  to  be  regular  pot  hunters,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  faot 
that  they  sell  thtir  trout  immediately  they  return  from 
tha  river.  In  the  Boeder  Kirtie  several  uiee  baskets 
have  been  taken  since  list  week's  notes.  Ore  rod  had  a 
vei-y  fine  basket,  and  one  of  his  brown  trout  weigbed  2|lb., 
another  IJlb.  The  Nith.— Sport  has  been  very  pjor  on 
this  river  of  late.  One  sea  trout  was  taken  in  the  higher 
waters,  besides  a  number  of  yellow  trout,  but  there  are  no 
reports  as  to  any  spring  fish  being  taken.  The  Cluden 
AND  Cairn. — A  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  these 
waters,  and  met  with  fair  sport  among  brown  trout. 
Seveial  nice  catches  have  been  had  with  fly,  but  the 
heavie>t  takes  last  week  were  got  with  bait  fishing. 
The  Galloway  District  — Angling  is  rather  poor  in  this 
district,  although  the  waters  have  been  in  good  trim. 
The  Ayrshire  Waters.- Some  fair  sport  has  been  had 
on  the  lochs  among  yellow  trout,  but  the  rivers  have  not 
been  affording  any  catches  worth  recording.  The  Solway. 
— Sea  trout  are  now  showing  in  the  nets,  and  a  number  of 
large  sea  trout  have  been  taken,  weighing  up  to  about  61b. 
The  regular  run  of  trout,  however,  does  not  come  on  in 
the  Solway  until  well  towai  ds  the  end  of  May.  Salmon 
are  particularly  scarce  in  the  nets  at  present,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  their  scarcity  prices  have  baen  unusually  high 
for  over  a  fortnight. — Heatherbeil. 

Spey. — Owing  to  the  weather  being  of  an  unsettled 
nature,  and  the  river  heavy  with  melted  snow  from  the 
hills,  sport  was  not  what  it  might  have  been  ;  but,  not- 
withstanding this,  fair  sport  was  enjoyed,  but,  as  usual,  oa 
the  middle  reaches.  From  the  Aberlour  House  water,  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Kelsall,  Viewfield  Villa,  had  a  fine  basket 
of  finnock  and  yellow  trout,  weighing  171b.  in  all ;  and  on 
the  following  day  another  basket,  weighing  181b.  On 
this  day  week,  Mr.  Park,  from  the  Craigellachie  Hotel, 
killed  a  salmon  weighing  161b. ;  and  Mr.  Ktl  all,  another 
of  141b.  (both  from  the  Aberlour  House  water). 
On  the  Wester  Blchies  water,  on  Monday,  Dr.  Cosie, 
Dufftown,  had  a  salmon  of  91b. ;  and  Major  McGowan, 
from  the  Aberlour  water,  one  of  81b. ;  while  from  the 
former  water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Hew,  Viswfield  Villa,  tilled 
one  of  231b. ;  and  Mr.  Kelsall,  one  of  121b.  From  the 
latter  water,  on  this  da/  week,  Mr.  Gumming,  The 
Dowans,  had  four  salmon  weighing  resp  o  ively  181b., 
8Jlb.,  81b.,  and  61b.  Good  trout  fishing  is  also  being 
enjoyed  on  the  Lossie,  at  Elgin. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  during  the  past  week  has  been  in  very 
good  order,  but  at  the  beginning  was  slightly  in  flood,  and 
more  suited  for  trout  thtn  salmon  fishing  ;  but  on  the 
whole  very  good  sport  has  been  got.  Trout  are  rising 
freely,  and  good  baskets  are  being  got.  Tne  following 
are  a  note  of  the  takes  reported  :  Fishing  Stanley  water 
three  days  last  week,  Mr.  Herbert  C.  Lewis  tad  three 
salmon,  of  81b  ,  181b.,  .and  291b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Wm. 
Cox,  of  Snaigow,  fishing  the  Uppsr  Delvine  water,  had  a 
aalmon  of  19ilb. ;  and  on  Delvine  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr, 
Charles  Meade  had  a  beautiful  salmon  of  211b.  On 
Lower  Delvine  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  C.  G.  Kinloch,  of 
Gousdie,  caught  a  salmon  of  201b. ;  and  on  Tuesday, 
fishing  the  Upper  Delvine  water,  Mr.  Wm.  Cox  and  Mr. 
Kinloch  had  four  fish,  their  weights  being  221b.,  18 Jib., 
171b.,  and  91b.  respectively.  Upper  Reaches.— On 
Tuesday,  Mr.  S.  Colman,  from  Birnam  Hotel,  fishins  tte 
Dalguise  water,  leased  by  Sir  Charles  Cayzer,  M.P., 
landed  a  fine  salmon  cf  211b.  On  Birnam  Hotel 
stretch  of  the  Tay,  Mr.  Benson,  London,  was  out  for 
a  few  hours,  and  grassed  a  tine  clean  run  fish  cf  221b. 
The  Faskally  fishmg  continues  to  be  very  productive 
On  Monday  last  week,  Mr.  J.  C.  Drew  had  a  nice  sxlmon 
of  21Ib.  ;  and  on  Friday  he  grassed  three  salmon,  of  SJlb., 
101b.,  and  13Jlb. ;  while  on  Saturday,  a  nice  fish  of  13^1b. 
was  landed.  Fishing  the  same  water,  on  Mondiy,  tnia 
week,  Mr.  J.  C.  Drew  had  one  fish  of  161b  ;  and  same 
day,  on  the  Tummel.  he  landfd  a  splendid  new  run  salmon 
of  221b.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Drew,  fishing  the  Tummel  on  Saturday, 
landed  a  nice  salmon  of  13Jlb.  On  Fishers  Hotel 
waters  (Pitlochry),  on  Saturday,  Miss  Hanbury  Barclay 
had  a  nice  salmon  of  181b.,  and  on  Monday,  one  of  151b. ; 
Mrs.  Praine,  one  of  151b. ;  and  Col.  Barclay,  one  of  201b. 
Pishing  same  water,  on  Thursday,  two  fith,  of  17Jlb.  and 
231b.  were  obtained  by  piitles  in  the  hotel.  On  Friday, 
one  of  81b.  was  got;  and  on  Saturday,  Mr.  D.  M.  Stuart 
had  a  nice  salmon  of  171b.  Dr.  Maclagan,  of  London, 
fishing  the  Bolfracks  pool  (Aberfeldy),  on  Friday,  caught 
a  new  run  salmon  of  221b.  Mr.  Alex.  Sturrock  and  Mr. 
Nepean,  fishing  the  Tay  from  the  Breadalbane  Arms 
Hotel,  Aberfeldy,  last  week,  had  a  nice  basket  of  trout. 
Fishing  the  Tay  at  Dunkeld,  one  day  this  week,  Mr.  J.  R, 
Maclntyre,  of  Edinburgh,  had  seventeen  trout,  weighing 
181b.  On  Dupplin  Loch  (Perth),  on  Saturday,  seven  trout 
were  caught,  weighing  161b. — P.  D.  M. 

Taych I eggan  Hotel  (Loch  Awe).— The  following 
are  the  b  tskets  got  by  gentlemen  out  from  the  Taychreggan 
Hotel  :  On  the  15th,  Col.  Whitelaw  and  Master  WhiteliW, 
eighteen  trout ;  Messrs.  Annandale,  Edinburgh,  twenty- 
two.  On  tbe  16th,  Col.  Whitelaw  and  Master  Whitelaw 
eleven  trout;  Messrs.  Annandale,  four  ;  Mr.  McRae  and 
friend,  sixteen ;  Mr.  Cooper  and  friend,  three. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Since  my  last  notes  the  rivers  in  the  Border  district  have 
been  running  some  diys  in  flocd  and  some  days  in  first- 
class  ply.  Tho  rivers  have  kept  in  very  fair  volume, 
however,  and  several  anglers  have  had  fair  good  baskets. 
During  the  more  genial  weather  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  baen  killed,  both  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot.  The 
spring  salmon  fishing  season  mav  now  be  said  to  be  over. 
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although  a  iew  of  these  flsh  have  lately  been  brought  to 
bank  on  the  speoially  preserved  waters.  On  the  Tweed 
Floors  under  wa'er,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Busse  l,  oousia  of 
the  Dake  of  Eoxburjjhe  killed  one  lije  fish  of  15lb. ; 
while  on  the  same  stretch,  Lord  Alisrair  Ker,  the  Duke 
of  Roibnrehe's  brother,  hooked  two  flsli,  bat  lost  both 
owing  to  the  fish  coming  short  to  the  fly.  The  two 
anglers,  ho  wtver,  had  between  them  a  dozen  of  fine  com- 
mon trout,  killed  with  fly,  inclading  one  of  Ijlb.  On  the 
Floors  upper  wat  ir,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Cobbold  had  two 
salmon,  of  101b.  and  101b.  respectively;  whil's  on  the  same 
day,  on  the  Makerstoun  water,  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucis  had  one 
fish  of  71b  On  Tuesday,  on  the  Upper  Floors  Castle 
water,  Mr.  Cobb  ild  killed  a  101b.  salmon.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  Lucas  and  Mr.  Cobbold  and  party  had  also  the  good 
basket  of  201b.  of  common  river  trout  aftsr  they  stopped 
salmon  angling.  Of  those  who  have  been  most  succssful 
in  getting  dishes  of  trout  on  the  Tweed  and  Te'i'>t, 
amongst  others,  were  the  following  :  On  the  Tweed,  Mr. 
Tom  Marris,  Worksop,  and  his  son,  Mr.  K'  bert  Marris, 
hid  171b.  <  f  trout  in  one  day's  fishing,  iacluding  one  bull 
trout  of  31b.  weight.  On  the  following  day  Mr.  Turn 
MaTis  had  another  capital  basket  of  14Jlb  ;  while  Mr.  R. 
Mania  had  12 Jib.  to  his  own  rod.  On  their  third  day's 
fishing  they  had  again  a  grand  dish  of  171b.  of  trout,  in- 
cluding one  bull  trout  of  nearly  31b.  weight.  Mr.  WiLiam 
Currie,  Kelso,  had  7lb.  of  trout;  Mr.  Duncan  Hill, 
Queen's  Head  Hotel,  Kelso,  on  Teviot,  51b.  of  trout,  one 
soaling  l?lb,,  and  one  of  lib.  Mr.  Archibald  Steel,  sen., 
Keho,  has  had  two  baskets,  of  71b.  and  8lb  respsotively, 
on  the  Tweed.  Mr.  Joseph  Ormihton,  on  the  Teviot,  had 
a  basket  of  51b.;  Mr.  James  Affleck,  Heiton,  on  the 
Teviot,  51b.  (three  hours'  fithiog) ;  Mr.  James  Chiaholm, 
taxidermist,  Kelso,  on  the  sime  siream,  had  a  basket  of 
41b.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  E.  Ormiston  has  had  141b.  of 
trout,  all  killed  with  fly  and  minnow  ;  Mr.  John  Wright, 
Spronston,  same  day,  had  a  fine  dish  of  101b. ;  while  Mr. 
George  Lees,  jun.,  Kelso,  in  three  hours' fishing,  had  4|lb. 
of  trout.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  T.  Maxwell,  on  the  Teviot, 
had  41b. ;  Mr.  John  Maxwell,  on  the  same  river,  61b. ;  and 
Mr.  Jas.  Jeffrey,  SJlb.  On  the  Kale,  Mr.  Hunter  had 
three  dozen  nice  trout ;  Mr.  Cairns,  a  similar  number ; 
Eev.  C.  J.  Cowan,  one  dozen  and  a  half  ;  and  Mr.  Thomxs 
Ovens,  three  dozen  of  very  fine  trout.  On  the  Ruther- 
ford wat^r,  Mr.  McCutcheon  and  party  had  301b.  of  trout, 
all  got  With  fly;  while  another  angler  had  81b.  On 
Saturday  last,  on  the  Teviot,  Mr.  George  TurnbuU,  Kels ), 
killed  a  pike  of  between  31b.  acd  4lb.  weight ;  and  on 
Monday,  Mr.  Rowley,  on  the  Tweed,  had  one  of  31b.  ;  and  I 
understand  that  on  the  Teviot  the  Messrs.  Affleck,  Heiton, 
have  also  killed  two  or  three  of  thesa  fish  during  the  past 
ten  days  weighing  from  41b.  to  61b.  each.  I  am  informed, 
cn  tha  btst  authority,  that  durng  the  past  two  years 
pike  have  very  much  increased  in  quantity,  and  one  who 
fishes  for  them  regularly  asseriis  that  there  are  any  number 
of  the>*e  fish  in  the  Teviot.  On  the  Teviot,  last  Saturday, 
Mr.  TurnbuU  had  5lb  of  trout  besides  the  above  pike. 
On  the  Eden,  four  miles  from  Kelso,  on  Sa' urday  Jast, 
two  baskers  of  41b.  and  51b.  were  killed  by  Mr.  Jam.  s  Scott 
and  Mr.  Thos.  Johnston  respectively.  Ou  the  Bowmont, 
in  the  Tetholm  district,  I  am  informed  that  baskets  of 
from  41b.  upwards  have  lately  been  got.  In  the  upper 
districts  of  the  Tweed  and  Gala  my  information  is  to  the 
effect  that  there  have  been  many  baskets  killed,  varying 
from  51b.  up  to  101b.  and  121b. ;  while  similar  reports  are 
sent  to  me  from  the  Selkirk  district  of  the  Tweed  and 
Ettrick.  On  the  Eden,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  James  Chis- 
holm,  Kelso,  killed  121b.  of  fine  trout,  some  of  them  lib. 
eac'a.  Another  angler  had  a  similar  take  on  the  same 
liver;  and  on  Monday,  on  the  Teviot,  Mr.  R.  Piiie, 
Kelso,  had  51b.  of  trout.  My  reports  from  the  lower 
waters  are  as  follows:  Lord  Dunglass,  on  the  Eail  of 
Home's  water  at  Birgham,  has  had  one  fish  of  lOJlb.,  a 
clean  spring  salmon ;  and  I  believe  that  I  am  right  in 
stating  that  two  or  three  more  salmon  have  been  killed  in 
the  stretches  further  up,  although  my  reports  are  not  yet 
to  hand.  On  Monday,  this  week,  on  the  Birgham  and 
Carham  water,  the  Earl  of  Romney  had  one  fish  of  71b. ; 
while  on  Tuesday  ( April  19)  the  same  nobleman,  on  the 
same  water,  killed  a  fish  of  231b.,  newly  run  from  the  sea  ; 
this  is  the  largest  fish  taken  with  the  rod  np  to  the  present 
time  daring  the  sptiug  season.  Lord  Romney  had  also 
another  fish  of  S^lb.  the  same  day.  A  large  shoal  of 
grayling  have  lately  been  observed  spawning  on  the 
shallows  in  the  Eoighbonrhood  of  Kels.)  Bridge.  These 
fish  are  now  very  much  in  evidence  in  both  Tweed  and 
Teviot,  in  the  latter  river  more  especially.  A  meeting  of 
So  )tiish  anglers  his  been  held  in  Edinburgh  (Dr.  Spenoe, 
Edinburgh  Amateur  Angling  Club,  in  the  chair)  "  to 
consider  the  deeirability  of  forming  an  association  for  the 
furthering  the  interests  of  trout  fishers  generally  through- 
out the  whole  of  Scotland."  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  see  to  the  resolution  and  report  to  another  meeting,  to 
be  held  shortly.  I  trust  this  will  have  some  good  effect. — 
Maxwhbel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section).— Unsettled  weather  and 
two  lirtle  dirty  floods  since  my  last  report  have  precluded 
sport.  On  Ardmuichan,  Colonel  Rock  and  Cap-j.  Cunliffe 
had  four  fish,  from  101b.  to  221b.  On  Upper  Bkck  Castle, 
Messrs.  Francis  Ley  and  Walter  H.  Wilson  had  nine, 
from  81b  to  21lb. ;  and  on  Lower  Black  Castle,  the  fisher- 
man had  two  sm  11  fish.  I  cannot  hear  of  any  more  being 
caught.  The  water  is  now  settling  nicely  down,  and  there 
should  be  excellent  sport  during  the  coming  week. — 
Claret  Fly. 

Bondcowes. — Stormy  and  unsettled  weather,  with 
heavy  rain  at  intervals,  since  last  report.  Mr.  T.  Feely 
landed  three  salmon  during  the  past  week,  of  101b.,  101b., 
and  12Jlb.  The  river  is  now  in  good  fishing  ply,  and 
during  the  present  week  there  should  be  some  good  sport 
on  it.— M,  SoecAN  and  Sons, 


Corrib  (Qalway).— Angling  was  much  interrupted 
by  the  broken  weather,  and  the  river  rose  considerable. 
This,  however,  assures  good  summer  fishing,  as  salmon  are 
on  the  run. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Black  water  and  Ballin- 
derry  are  both  high  this  week,  and  not  in  order  for  any- 
thing but  bait  bshing,  in  which  local  men  have  been  fairly 
successful.  Salmon  should  ba  on  the  run  about  June.— 
J.  A,  B. 

Erne. — Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  and  friends,  from  Liverpool, 
took  a  lot  of  fine  trout  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week 
(forty-eight  in  number),  and  the  greater  portion  of  them 
weighing  from  lib.  to  2^\h.  each. —  M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Q  enavy  (co.  Antrim). — This  river  is  out  of  form 
owing  to  the  heavy  ram.  On  Easter  Tuesday  the  Nurih- 
East  Ulster  Angling  Club  had  its  semi-annual  competi- 
tion on  the  Glenavy.  Mr.  H  R.  Douglas  won  the  silver 
cap  presented  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Hamill  (Editor  Belfast  Even- 
ing Telegraph)  in  the  fly  fishing  contest,  and  Mr.  Woods 
was  the  wianer  in  the  biit  fishing  section. — J.  A.  B. 

Inny. — Sport  continues  very  good  at  pink  and  brown 
trout.  The  river  has  been  in  good  order  for  many  days, 
but  it  is  now  aga  n  too  low  for  good  sport  to  be  had.  The 
sea  trout  fishing  is  expected  to  open  early  next  month, 
an  I  the  salmon  fishing  some  few  weeks  later. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  improved  all  round.  Salmon 
have  been  rising  better  during  the  last  few  days, 
and  on  the  principil  rivers  some  fair  sport  was  had 
amongst  them,  chiefly  by  local  anglers,  visitors  not  yet 
being  much  in  evidence.  Brown  troat  fishing  is  giving 
pretty  goud  spors  on  lake  and  river,  and  on  Lough 
Qaittane  especially.  The  prospects  for  next  week  are 
much  improved,  as  the  waters  ara  now  in  good  order,  and 
the  weatner  (though  somewhat  bright)  ij  favourable  for 
fly  fishing.— T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  for  the  past  week  has 
been  excellent  on  all  the  fisheries  of  this  river.  Water  in 
perfect  order ;  in  fact,  everything  right  from  a  fisher- 
man's point  of  view.  On  Ashton  fishery,  0.  L.  Evans, 
12th  inst.,  one,  9ib.  ;  13th  inst.,  one,  131b.  ;  14th  inst., 
four,  51b.,  7ilb.,  91b  ,  and  101b. ;  15th  inst.,  one,  lllb.  ; 
16th  init.,  one,  91b.  ;  17th  inst.,  one,  9Jlb.  ;  18th  inst., 
one,  5Jlb.  On  Mashonaglass,  Mr,  F.  Barry,  16ihinst., 
five,  71l).,  7Jlb.,  81b  ,  9|lb.,  and  lOlb.  On  Ntt  leville,  Col. 
Broderick,  five,  71b.,  81b.,  8lb.,  101b.,  and  121b. ;  Capt. 
Bowker,  Hampshire  Regiment,  one,  lOIb.  On  Carhue, 
G.  Jevers  and  party,  on  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  inst.,  six, 
averaging  101b.  On  Cronody,  H.  0.  Thorold,  Leicester- 
shire Regiment,  one,  8lb.  Also  successful  :  Mr.  8. 
Haynes,  17th  inst.,  two,  lllb.  and  I'^lb.  ;  Mr.  Gardner, 
17th  Lanoers,  one,  8lb. ;  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  12th  to  16th  inst., 
five,  151b.,  lllb.,  101b,  8lb.,  and  6lb. ;  J.  Sullivan,  101b. 
and  8lb.  J  A,  AlLn,  lllb.;  G.  Haynes,  8lb. ;  H.  B. 
Miuhear,  9ib. ;  D  J.  W.  Ed  vardes,  gjlb.,  7Jlb.  ; 
J.  Soannell,  9lb.  and  lllb. — W.  HaYne.s  and  Son. 

Lough  Conn  (Clo^hans).— Mr.  J.  W.  Arkle,  in  two 
days,  one  salmon,  14  b.,aiid  lost  another  on  same  day;  also 
twenty-five  trout,  averaging  lib  ;  Mr.  While,  ia  two  days, 
tvventy-four  trout,  averaging  fib  ;  Major  Hfwat,  in  three 
days,  twenty-four  trout,  average  l^lb.,  and  lost  a  silmon 
just  ready  for  net;  Dr.  Pitts,  m  two  days,  sixteen  trout, 
averaging  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Dickinson,  in  ten  days,  118  trout, 
avereging  lib.  ;  Mr.  Pearson,  in  two  days,  eighteen  trout, 
averaging  IJib.  Good  prospects  of  sport  for  the  coming 
week.— Tom  Clabke. 

Iiongli  Currane  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— 
Salmon  angMng  is  improving,  but  is  still  backward  for  the 
season..  On  Thursday  last,  Michael  Brennan,  a  local 
professional  fisherman,  had  three  salmon,  91b.,  9 Jib.,  and 
lOlb.  ;  and  on  Thursday,  four,  lllb.,  lOJlb.,  lOlb.,  and 
9Jlb.  Mr.  Mason,  Butlers'  Arms  Hotel,  had  two  salmon  ; 
Major  Cresswell,  Butlers'  Arms  Hotel,  one  ;  Pat  Moriarty, 
two;  and  Stephen,  A.  Euggdrd,  one.  Brown  trout 
angling  is  steadily  improving,  and  as  many  as  two  dozen 
brown  trout  were  creeled  by  a  local  amateur  on  Monday 
last.  White  trout  are  beginning  to  cume  up.  Salmon  are 
now  c  iming  np  in  very  good  numbers,  fifty  being  had  at 
the  weir  on  Thursday.  The  prospiCDs  all  round  for  the 
next  few  days  are  decidedly  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough,  diask  (Clonbur,  co.  Galway.).— In  the 
past  week  trout  fishing  waa  good  on  Lough  Mask.  Mr. 
Bowcher,  Manchester,  in  seven  days  killed  74ilb.  brown 
trout,  fishing  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  the  heaviest  fish 
being  6ilb.,  while  several  ran  up  to  41b.  The  May  Fly  is 
expected  to  be  "  on  "  next  week,  as  the  season  premises  to 
be  an  early  one. — J.  A  B. 

Lough  Melvin.— Capt.  C.  R.  Barton  took  one  salmon 
of  lllb.  on  14th  inst. ;  Mr.  M.  C.  landed  another  of  SJlb. 
on  same  day.  Mr.  C.  Gallagher  landed  one  salmon  of 
ISlb.  on  15th  inst.  Mr.  P.  GUdfeather  landed  one  salmon 
of  121b.  on  18th  inst.  Trout  fishing  was  very  good  aU  the 
week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Melvin  (Lower  Beaches,  Einlough 
End). — Weather  conditions  favourable.  Angling  fore- 
casts look  promising.  Fair  sport  was  had  among  the  trout 
and  salmon  past  week.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  Wiis>  u.  Liver- 
pool, landed  a  nice  i-almon,  13|lb.  On  12th,  Mr.  Buttler, 
London,  had  one  of  9flb.  Ou  13th,  Mr.  K  landed  another 
of  lOlb.  On  14th,  Mr.  Wilson  had  two  dozen  nice  trout, 
and  one  Salmo  ferox,  7ilb.  On  15  h,  T.  Meshary  got  two 
and  half  dozen  trout,  two  of  them  scaling  71b. ;  H.  Fergus 
had  a  nice  gillaroo  of  3|lb.  Sev  eral  other  nice  catches  were 
had  by  anglers  staying  at  Kinlough.  D.d  anglers  happen 
to  come  about  ia  iLeir  Utual  numbers  since  first  of 
month  the  results  would  be  something  remarkable. — P. 
Gallagher. 

Lough  Neagh. — Pollan  fithing  shows  a  decided  im- 
provement lately,  and  also  trout  netting,  some  of  the  latter 
running  up  to  91b.  and  lOlb.  No  angling  yet  on  the 
lough.  The  tributaries  are  mostly  high,  and  out  of  ply. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).- 

Good  sport  has  l>eea  had  ou  all  these  waters  since  last 


report,  as  the  weather  was  gf  ueraUy  favourable,  and  the 
wateis  in  fire  angling  trim.  The  followirg  were  the  bfst 
baskets  recorded  on  the  different  waters :  On  Drenane, 
one  of  forty  brown  trout ;  on  Coppal,  one  of  twenty-nine  ; 
on  Coomavoher,  one  of  twenty-fcven  ;  on  Coomcatcum, 
one  of  twenty-fivo  ;  and  on  Coomaravanig,  one  of  tlirea 
dozen.— T.  J.  D. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).— The  weather 
and  water  dead  against  angling  here  for  the  past  week, 
and  nntil  we  get  the  weather  settled  sport  will  not 
improve.  The  river  is  well  stocked  with  salmon.  Several 
kelts  have  been  landed.  Few  trout  are  taken  daily  on  the 
lough,  most  of  them  over  2lb.  The  following  trout  flies 
are  the  best  :  Green  and  Grouse,  Light  Blue,  and 
Claret. —  Pat  Hearnes. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina). — Weather 
fair,  water  clearing  off.  Mr.  rnillips  and  Mr.  Bond,  of 
London,  got  66ib.  of  trout  and  a  spring  fish,  lllb.,  for  their 
short  s  ay  a"-  Ranajry  Lodge.— John  Dewers. 

North  Kerry  Rivers. — Brown  trout  anglers  on  the 
smaller  rivers  are  getting  good  sport,  and  on  the  salmon- 
waters  the  prospects  1  >ok  bright.  When  the  angling  opens 
salmon  should  be  very  numeroi  s,  for  those  fish  have  been 
coming  up  the  rivers  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  and  Cathea 
in  fair  or  average  numbers  for  a  long  tirna  ;  and  last  week 
big  shoals  arrived  ia  all  the  above  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

(Shannon  (Castleconnelll. — On  Doonass,  Mr.  R.B. 
West  kiUed,  loth,  ote  salmon,  15Jlb.  ;  18th,  one  silmon, 
241b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  A.  C.  McCorquodale  killed, 
14th,  one  salmon,  30lb.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Cripps  killed,  18th,  one  salmon,  17jb.  On  Hermitage, 
Mr.  W.  C.  Jonei  killed,  14-h,  one  salmon,  151b.  On 
Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed,  15th,  one  salmon, 
201b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed, 
13th,  one  salmon,  19Jlb.  On  the  same  water,  and  same 
date,  Mr.  J.  W.  Stancliffe  killed  one  salmon,  30. b.  On 
this  water  also,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  14th,  one 
salmon,  14lb. ;  15th,  one  silmon,  121b. ;  19th,  two  salmon, 
23lb.,  26ilb.— John  Enright  and  Son. 

South  Kerry  Rivets. — AU  these  rivers  are  now  in 
fine  volume,  and  salmon  are  coming  up  pretty  freely. 
Angling  for  salmon  does  rot  open,  however,  before  June 
in  the  Kenmare  disbrict,  vih^n  generary  good  sport  ia  had 
after  floods.— T.  J.  D. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— Spoit 
continues  good  on  these  waters  (which  comprise  Lough 
Derriana,  Lough  Naiska,  Lough  Namona,  and  Lough 
Illaneeina)  at  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers. — Brown  trout  anglirg  continues 
to  afford  good  sport  on  all  the  rivers  and  lates  in  West 
Cork.  On  the  waters  open  for  angling  for  salmon  some 
fair  sport  was  had  on  April  14,  15,  and  16  ;  bat  since  then 
sport  has  fallen  away  to  a  low  ebb  aslar  as  Silmon  are 
concerned. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— What  is  com- 
monly known  as  trolling  is  the  prinoiptl  means  of  angling 
adopted — at  leas",  by  the  profession.!  fishermen — in  the 
spring  season  of  the  year,  upon  these  lakes,  and  qaite  a 
numbjr  of  grand  fish,  varying  in  weight  from  41b  to  9ib., 
have  been  taken  in  this  way.  A  small  river  trout,  perch, 
gudgeon,  or  loach  is  the  biic  used.  The  locals  have  bsen 
very  8ucce.-s''ul  during  the  present  season,  and  a  great 
many  splendid  trout  have  been  taken,  especial  y  on  Lough 
Owel.  Fair  sport  has  also  been  had  with  the  fli -s,  and 
everything  augurs  v.  el  for  a  sausfaotory  year  with  the 
May  Fly,  which  is  expected  early  in  the  coming  month. 
Very  good  fishing  has  also  been  had  on  rough  days  on  the 
tributaries  of  the  Boyne,  your  correspondent,  on  the  only 
day  he  was  out,  gtting  a  baker's  dozen  ranging  from  ^Ib. 
to  lib.  14oz.,  a  good  few  being  over  lib.  each. — T.  J.  W, 

SEA  FISHING. 

Carrickf erg  us  (Antrim). — Sea  fishing  is  poor  in 
Belfast  Lough,  the  only  s^jort  latterly  being  hand-lining 
for  Codling  and  ground  fish. — J.  A.  B. 

Deal  (i'he  Pier). — Sport  lias  been  very  good  upon  the 
pier  during  tae  last  few  days,  thoagh  the  tisa  have 
geterally  been  small.  Sa^.urday  last  witnessed  some 
heavy  bags,  Mr.  Sexcon  and  three  young  friends  taking 
102  between  them.  Mr.  Hingston  had  several  very  fine 
dabs,  in  additim  to  a  score  or  so  of  smaller  ones.  Only 
two  anglers,  Messrs.  Gray  and  Horncastle,  put  in  an 
appearance  on  the  following  day,  but  these  two  did 
remarkably  well.  Mcndiy  found  a  north-east  wind  blow- 
ing, and  nothing  whatever  was  done  in  the  morning ;  but 
during  the  afternoon  Messrs.  Filmer,  Hingston,  Meaoock, 
and  SkiUiag  took  some  three  score  of  dabs  and  small 
codling.  Tuesday  proved  very  similar  to  the  previous  day, 
though  the  fish  ran  much  larger  in  size.  To-dd,y 
(Wednesday)  ten  rods  and  lints  have  been  in  evidence,  and 
no  one  could  complain  of  lack  of  sport,  among  the  6sh. 
taken  being  several  very  nice  plaice.  Dr.  Woodward  and 
Mr.  Fleming  have  each  experienced  good  sport  from  a 
boat  recently,  and  the  doctor  has  established  a  record  for 
size  during  the  last  three  days.  —  J.  Eich.\kdson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Deal. — The  fishing  is  not  very  grand  yet,  although  some 
anglers  have  had  fair  takes  in  numbers  ;  but  the  fish  run 
smiall.  The  mackerel  boats  have  commenced  bringing  in 
from  100  to  250,  which  looks  very  fair  for  so  early  in  the 
season.  We  may  soon  look  forward  for  some  fishing  near 
the  Goodwins  — Edwd.  Hanger  (B.S.A  S.). 

Dingle. —  The  mackerel  fishing,  so  far,  has  been  a 
failure  at  atd  around  this  station.  Pollack  are  very 
numeioug  at  present  around  the  coast  here,  and  anglers 
are  d  ing  well  among  them.  Bass  have  appeared  at  a 
few  points,  and  some  have  been  had  by  poUaok  fishers.- 
T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — Our  amateur  sea  fishing  is  commencing 
very  early  this  season  ;  it  ia  astonishing  to  notice  every 
day  the  extra  boats  that  have  had  their  fitting  out 
completed,  and  taking  up  their  usual  moorings.  I  think 
we  may  fairly  say  that  sprmg  has  commenced.  The  Easter 
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holiJays  have  put  a  stop  to  a  certain  extent  to  the  pro- 
fessional fishermen,  but  the  amateurs  have  been  making 
good  use  of  their  time.  Some  good  baekeie  have  been 
taken.  The  grey  mullet,  for  some  unaccuuntable  reason, 
are  not  now  feeding,  but  we  Livo  had  some  good  sport  with 
them  during  the  last  week  or  two. — WiLLiAJr  He  \rper 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia.— Pollacking  is  giving  very  good  sport,  and 
appears  t3  bs  improving  according  as  the  season  is 
advancing.  Bass,  though  numerous,  have  given  little  or 
no  spirt,  but  with  warmer  weather  it  is  hoped  that  these 
fish  will  give  better  sport  close  inshore.  Mackerel  are 
once  more  numerous  between  here  and  the  Skellies  — 
T.  J.  D.  _ 

Waterville. — Pollacking  is  now  yielding  generally 
good  sport  whenever  tried  by  the  local  anglers.  No 
visitors  have  been  out  so  far.  Bass  are  reported  numerous 
off  the  mouth  of  the  Inny,  and  anglers,  I  see,  are  out 
to-day  (Tuefdij)  after  them  from  the  other  side  of  ihe 
bay.— T.  J.  D. 


iRtpotts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Eveningf.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Eeport  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  The  annual  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
April  25th,  at  8.30. — B..  GnUENEY. 

Angflers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
rfport  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  Albion  Brothers;  £1  lls.Izaak  Walton;  and  18s.  8d. 
Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Societies,  from  their 
donation  boxes. — R.  Ghurney. 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge. street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. — 
A  special  meeting  takes  place  on  May  4,  when  important 
business  will  ba  brought  forward.  In  future  our  club 
meetings  will  take  place  in  our  big  room  every  Wednesday, 
All  memb  ers  to  be  in  their  places  on  Wednesday  next  at 
!)  p.m.  Any  gentli  m  in  wishing  to  Join  the  above  cannot 
do  better  than  be  affiliated  to  the  above ;  entrance  fee,  Is. ; 
Eubscriptiim,  2d.  per  week. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Societ/,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields. — At  our  last  me?ting 
Me.-srs.  Hall  and  Chambers  were  re  elected  treasurer 
and  secretary  resf.ectively  for  the  ensuing  season.  Our 
annual  supper  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  May  10. — 
J.  Chambers. 


Amicable  Waltoni an  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-ftreet,  Goswell-road.— We  have  a  leturn 
visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  District  United  on  Monday, 
April  25,  when  wo  hope  to  have  a  good  muster  of 
brother  anglers  present.  Our  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Apiil  28,  when  I  hope  to  see 
all  memberj  and  donors  up  on  that  occasion.— B.  R. 
Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road.— At  our  usual  weekly  meeting 
three  new  members  were  proposed,  Mes^rj.  R  (bbios, 
Puckle,  and  Pope.  The  annual  dinner  of  this  society  will 
be  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Thursday,  April  28, 
when  a  large  gatheiing  is  anticipated.  Our  sea  fishing 
competition  will  take  place  on  April  24  at  Littlehampton 
— F.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society.  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen  s-road,  Battersea.  S.W.— On  April  19  the 
balano '-sheet  for  the  last  half-year  was  read,  and  con- 
sidered very  satisfactory.  The  annual  dinner  and  distri- 
bution will  take  place  on  May  17.  Will  donors  who  have 
promised  prizes  kindly  fcrrard  them  at  an  early  date? 
An  outirg  to  WateriSeld  is  arranged  for  June  12. 
Members  and  friends  wishing  to  take  part  in  this  will 
oblige  me  with  their  names.  Our  delegates  to  Ceniril 
Association  read  a  favourable  report. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Fiscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Our  first  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  at  the  above 
on  May  4,  when  I  should  lifee  to  see  all  members  on  that 
occasion.  Would  all  members  giving  prizes  kindly  hand 
them  ia  by  April  27,  and  also  note  that  all  dinner  tickets 
not  returned  by  that  date  will  te  considered  sold.— T.  S. 
Tringham. 

Elackfriars  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Commercial-road.  Lambeth. — I  wish  to  remind  secretaries 
and  friends  that  this  society  will  take  a  visit  on  the  Central 
Assoc  a'ion  on  Monday,  May  2.  This  being  our  first  visit 
to  the  new  clubhouse,  I  trust  we  shall  have  a  good  muetir. 
Please  note  our  new  address. — J.  Foster. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.— On  April  19  there  was  a  good  attendance 
of  members.  _  The  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed, 
showing  a  satisfactory  balanca  on  the  right  side.  I  beg 
to  inform  members  that  the  date  of  our  annual  supper  has 
been  altered  to  May  12  instead  of  the  19th.  Shall  be 
pleased  to  receive  prizes  promised. — P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— I  wish  to  remind  nvmbers 
that  May  4  wi  1  be  quarterly  and  yearly  night,  when  I 
hope  to  see  every  member  present.  Our  brakes  start  to 
London  Coln^y  at  7  30.  on  May  13.— E.  Boxall. 

Caversham  and  District  Angling  Society,  The 
Crown  Hotel,  Caversham.— We  held  our  second  annual 
dinner  and  prize  distribution  on  April  19,  Mr.  Heisum 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PateON  ; 

HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 

President  : 
H.E.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  SAXE-COBURG 
AND  GOTHA,  DUKE  OF  EDIN. 
BURGH,  K.G. 


Royal  Albert  Hall, 
THURSDAY,  MAY  5th,  1898, 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 
J.  F.  BRIDGE'S 

The  Flag  of  England 

AND 

SULLIVAN'S 

The  Golden  Legend. 

MISS  ESTHER  PALLISER, 
MDLLE.  GIULIA  RAV09LI. 

MR.  EDWARD  LLOYD. 
MR.  CHARLES  ACKERMAN. 

MR.  ANDREW  BLACK. 

BAND  &  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 
ORGANIST,  Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR. 

Conductor,  Sir  FREDK.  BRIDGE. 


Doors  Open  at  7,  Commence  at  SJo'cbok, 
Stalls,  7a.  6d.   Arena,  6s. 
Boxes,  f  1  Us.  Cd.  to  £3  Ss.  Od. 

5s. 

(rows  5  to  8)    -  43. 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling. 


Balcony  /Reserved     (rows  1  to  4) 
(.  U  nreserved 


TICKETS  at  tin  ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL 
AND  USUAL  AGENTS. 


m  the  chair.  Great  praise  is  due  to  our  worthy  host  and 
treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Yates,  who  provided  an  excellent  dinner" 
1  beg  to  acknowledge  cheque  from  our  worthy  president, 
R.  1.  Hermon-Hodge,  Btq.,  M.P.,  and  regret  him  being 
unable  to  be  with  us.  The  prizes  were  as  follows  :  Mr  G 
Collins,  four  prizes;  Mr.  J.  Relf,  three;  Mr.  E  W 
Monday,  three ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Hurn,  three  ;  Mr.  J.  Menday 
^T^°'n^^--J-  ^atwman,  two;  Mr.  A.  Geen,  one) 
Mr.  C.  G.  Harwood,  one.  The  specimen  prizes  for  fish 
(over  club  standard)  during  the  season  were  as  follows  ■ 
Mr.  J.  Relf,  first,  one  jack,  91b.  4^oz.,  also  a  special  priza 
given  by  Mr.  A.  Geen;  Mr.  G.  Collins,  second,  one  jack. 
81b.  UJoz. ;  Mr.  J.  Menday,  third,  with  three  roach 
31b.  Uoz.  Mr.  Johnson  has  kindly  offered  to  giie  a 
special  prize,  the  value  of  £2,  for  the  largpst  trout  caught 
in  the  Thamos  by  any  member  to  the  end  of  season  ;  all 
private  waters  barred.  Mr.  Locke  was  elected'  an 
honorary  member.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  fpant  in 
harmony;  songs  by  Messrs.  Burleigh,  Brunsden,  Relf, 
Menday,  sen.,  Menday,  jun..  Waterman,  Duke,  and  the 
Rev.  Jones. — J.  Waterman. 

Central  Association  Visiting  List.— A  mo;t 
successful  visit  was  held  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers 
A.S.,  Woolpaek,  Bermondsey-street,  on  Monday  evening 
last,  Mr._W.  J.  Wade,  chairman.  A  capital  programme 
was  cariied  out,  and  on  the  roll  call  thirty-three  clubs 
were  we'l  represented.  The  A.B.S.  collecting  box  w.as 
opened,  and  18s.  8d.  found  therein.  Host  G.  H. 
Shepherd  briefly  returned  thanks  to  the  visitois.  Next 
visit  13  to  the  Blaokfriars  A.S.,  Rose  and  Crown 
Commsic.al-road,  Lambeth,  S.E.    Date  later.— W. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Our  twenty-fourth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  p'aoe  on  Monday,  May  16,  at  8  .30,  at 
the  above  house;  tickets,  2s.  6d.  each.  Members  please 
note  that  quarterly  night  will  be  April  28 ;  and  general 
meeting  will  be  on  the  following  Thursday,  for  altera- 
tion of  rules,  &o.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
CoUingwood-street,  Blaokfriars-road,  S.E.— Will  members 
please  note  that  our  sea  outing  will  take  place  on  May  15  ? 
All  members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday  to 
settle  final  arrangements.  Will  gentlemen  who  promised 
prizes  for  last  s  a=on  kindly  note  that  our  fupper  and 
diitribution  will  shortly  take  placa.— W.  Beance. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brown  0  v-street,  Dalston. — At  the  adjourned  general 
meeting  on  the  19th,  the  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  season  1898-99  :  Mr.  0.  A.  Llojd,  chairman  ;  Mr. 
S.  Malby,  secret iry;  Mr.  H.  Poore,  treasurer;  Messrs 
C  Slade,  W.  Thomps  n,  T.  Thomoson,  sen.,  F.  Bald*ini 
and  C.  Pocook,  committeemen;  Messrs.  T.  Mids  m  and 
R.  Parram,  trustees;  Mes  rs  S.  Malby  and  A.  B.  Lloyd, 
Members  will  pie  se  attend  on  Tuesday  next,' 


EQUIPMENTS  FOR  NORWAY,  INDIA,  &c, 

SPECIAL  NORWEGIAN  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES. 

Very  Extra  Stout  Single  Salmon  Casts  at  8s,  6d.  each, 

SEA  TROUr,  LAKE,  AND   RIVER  FLIES. 

First-class  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods. 
THE  "  MULTUM-IN-PARVO"  TROUT  ROD, 

£1.  Xa. 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. ;  and  at 
CHELTENHAM. 


OATALOQU  ES  GRATIS. 


With  which  Is  incorporated \    QrtAfif  An  T  OTirO 
the  Lunesdale  Fishery    J)  UllUilUil)  LdUv/Oi 


raSDALE  FISHERY  ( 

SEASON  1897-98. 

A  magnificent  lot  of  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds  :  Fario, 
Levenensis,  Fontinalis,  Irideus,  Alpinus,  Lacustris,  &c.  Orders  should  be 
booked  at  once. 

BAIITBOW  TROUT,  undoubtedly  the  trout  of  the  futui-e.  The 
gamest,  quickest  growing,  and  best  table  fish.  Rises  at  a  fly  more  freely 
than  any  other  fish.  Irideus  is  NOT  a  cannibal.  Advice  with  regard  to 
stocking  with  these  fish  on  application  to  the  Fishery. 

Hulton  Park,  Bolton-le-Moors,  Sept.  17,  1897. 
Recently  a  rainbow  trout  (one  of  the  yearlings  you  sent  last  December)  was 
caught  weighing  8|oz.  We  regard  it  as  a  most  marvellous  growth.     W.  Hulton. 

Address  all  letters  to  Andrew  Hbnby,  Secretary,  Wyresdale  Fishery 
Scorton,  Garstang,  Lanes. 


£2000  CASH.  -  Entirely  FREE 
LEASE  of  Principal 
HOTEL,  in  important  West  of  England 
town,  for  SALE,  on  account  of  death  of 
proprietor,  after  twenty  years'  successful 
occupation  ;  in  possession  of  a  high-class, 
easily  managed  trade,  which  should  be 
doubled  under  smart  management.  Many 
miles  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  and 
Shooting.  Exceptional  opportunity  for 
a  gentleman  fond  of  sport. — Further 
particulars,  and  order  to  view,  of  Messrs. 
Godfrey  Ellis  and  Co.,  Auctioneers, 
5,  Arundel. street.  Strand. 

TROUT  FISHING. ' 

EXCELLENT 

Three-quarters  of  a  3Iile  on 

T  s:  S  T. 

Vacancy  for  on^  or  two  Rods. 

ANDERSON, 

BIMLEY.  ST,  MARYBOURNE,  ANDOVER, 

Fourth  Edition  Now  Rkadt. 

DOMESTICATED 
TROUT: 

Sow  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them, 
By  LIVINGSTON  STONE 

Crown  8to,  12b.  6d. 
London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  UABSTON,  knd  00.,  Ltd. 
St  DnnttWi  Houm,  rettar-luie,  B.O. 
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t  )  arrange  for  tbe  annual  dinner.  Members  not  clearing 
the  boots  are  not  eligible  for  the  same. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern.  Pratt- 
streef,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Good  meeting  last  Wednes- 
diy.  Will  members  please  specially  note  that  I  require  all 
their  earda  to  ba  rf-turned  at  ores,  for  purpose  of  audit. 
Receipt  of  same  will  grea  ly  oblige.  Mr.  J.  Findlay  was 
elected  a  hon.  member  on  Wednesday.  Probable  date 
of  dincep,  &c..  May  18,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  see  as 
many  as  possible  next  week,  when  final  date  will  be  fixed. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saiuts'-road,  Wesrbourne  Park.— On  May  19  our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place.  All 
mem>iers  atid  gentlemen  giving  prizes  for  the  above  will 
kindly  forward  as  soon  as  possible  and  oblige— W. 
Jenkins. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon-road, 
N.— We  hold  a  smoking  concert  on  Monday,  25th  inst.,  in 
aid  of  the  A  B.S.,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome 
all  anglers  and  friends  who  favour  us  with  tbeir  support. 
Mr.  R  Sharpless  will  take  the  chair  at  8.30,  faced  by  Mr. 
A.  Payne.  _  Our  nineteenth  annual  supper  and  prize  dis- 
tribution is  arranged  to  take  place  on  May  9.  Any 
member  wishing  Jto  invite  a  friend  must  let  me  know  by 
May  2  — W.  Lacrence. 

Islington  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road  — On  Tuesday  last  (Mr.  Gcddard 
in  the  chair)  it  was  decided  to  have  our  annual  outing  to 
Parndon  on  May  22,  by  brake.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Xzaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.— I  beg  to  remind 
members  that  Wednesday,  May  4,  wiU  be  quarterly  night, 
and  the  end  of  our  financial  year,  at  d  will  esteem  it  a 
favour  if  all  members  in  arrears  will  attend  and  clear  the 
books  before  that  date.  It  has  been  arranged  to  have  a 
day's  sea  fishing.  Full  particulars  can  be  had  at  the  club- 
house next  meeting  night. — H.  B. 

Iiiacoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road.— Our  sixteenth  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tues- 
day, May  17 ;  prize  donors  please  note.  Our  balance- 
sheet  was  presented  for  last  quarter,  and  passed  as 
correct,  the  club  being  in  a  good  financial  condition. 
Wednesday,  May  U  will  be  general  clearing  night  for 
season,  on  which  night  all  prize  winners  must  be  clear  on 
thebooks.— W.  Watling. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association.  —  Matters 
p-.sciturial  are  quiet,  which  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  reaction 
consequent  upon  the  activity  which  was  displayed  during 
the  recent  holidajs.  A  friend  informs  me  he  took  several 
rambow  trout  when  fishing  the  other  day  with  paste  for 
bait.  This  is  not  a  very  common  experience,  though  I 
cannot  say  why  trout  should  not  feed  on  piste.  Mr. 
John  Morrison  (who  has  recently  become  a  member),  a 
well  known  and  skDful  fly  fisher,  and  a  friend  of  Mr. 
Walbran,  read  a  paper  at  our  meeting  on  the  14th  inst. 
on  '  Wet  and  Dry  Fly  Fishing."  The  paper  was  very 
mteresting  and  instructive,  and  d"'alt  with  the  subject 
very  effectively,  and  was  listened  to  most  attentively,  and 
much  appreciated  Mr.  M.  submitted  and  described  a  lot 
of  mce  flies  sent  him  by  Mr.  Walbran  for  illustration.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  carried  to  the  reader,  who  said 
he  would  have  much  pleasure  in  again  reading  the  paper 
on  a  future  occasion.- Rd.  Wooliall. 

Maldon  and  Hey  bridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  FuUbndge,  Maldon,  Essex.— Mr.  Wrake  having 
secured  the  renting  of  the  Langford  waters  for  the  coming 
season  until  the  end  of  September  next,  I  took  the 
opportunity  of  walking  round  these  well-known  waters  a 
few  days  ago,  and  was  surprised  to  see  such  ahcs"  of  roach 
in  the  Ltingford  cutting,  also  in  the  tidal  waters,  which 
are  well  st(  eked  with  dace,  roach,  perch,  and  bream.  One 
of  our  members,  on  Saturday  last,  picked  a  pike  out  of  the 
river  apparently  141b.  or  151b.  ;  having  been  hooked 
towards  the  end  of  the  season  no  doubt  caused  its  death  ; 
it  Wos  ia  fair  condition.  I  hear,  and  fall  ot  spawn.  A  few 
eels  have  b-en  taken  with  the  bob  during  the  psst  week. 
Should  we  have  a  good  rain  shortly,  bobbers  will  have  a 
busy  time.  I  shall  be  glad  if  London  anglers  will  apply 
tor  tickets  to  the  Langford  Fishery  as  early  as  possible,  as 
we  shall  be  glad  to  clear  off  last  year's  deficiency.  Tickets 
23.  each  up  till  Sept.  29.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give 
anglers  any  information  respecting  the  above  fishery.— F 
Keen. 

-r,®"^"*^^^®^*^^^*-'^"ffli^&  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Ihree  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— Our  third  Bohemian 
concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.F.  was  a  fair  success.  Our 
boxes  were  well  supported,  and  a  very  enjovable  eveaing 
was  fpsnt.  I  beg  to  return  thanks  to  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  kindly  assisted  the  entertainment,  not 
toirgetting  Mr.  S.  Malby  and  Mr.  Frank  Newton  — E 
Brockeii. 

■^J^^^i^  Angling  Society,  The  Crown.  Pancras- 
road  N.W.— On  April  19  we  fixed  the  prize  distribution 
tor  May  10,  aud  are  going  to  have  a  brake  outing  on 
Jane  19,  probably  to  Koydon  ;  aod  the  club's  monthly 
groEB  wuiht  prizes  are  abolished.  During  the  evening 
Professor  Greene  gave  us  some  good  samples  of  his 
superior  warbling  — R.  C. 

Kose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Harcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street.— Our  distribution  of  prizes  will 


A  Grand  Specclation,  in  these  davs  of  financial  unrest,  la  a 
rare  thing  for  people  with  spare  capital  to  come  across  It  is 
therefore,  refr  shing  to  know  that  in  purchasing  a  box  ot 
tollowaj  s  Pilla.  go)d  valua  for  money  can  be  obtained  They 
never  fail  to  give  instant  relief  from  pain,  and  no  disease  can  long 
wrthBiand  their  purifyii.g  influence.  A  few  appropriate  dosps  at 
me  proper  period  will  preveat  many  a  teriou3  illness  Their 
primary  action  is  upon  the  blood,  stomach,  liver,  kidneys  aud 
bowels.  Their  pecondary  action  etieugtheus  the  nervous  centres 
iNo  drug  can  be  bo  harmless  yet  so  antagonistic  to  disorders 
caused  by  brain  worry.  The  most  perfect  reliance  may  be  placed 
upon  their  regulating  and  renovating  virtues. 


take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  eg  that  we  can  commence  to 
reform  the  society  at  an  early  date,  my  frequent  appeals 
to  the  members  not  having  had  any  effect.  Those  members 
that  do  not  attend  the  society  will  have  to  abide  by  the 
business  dene  in  their  abseica. — A.  P.vvnk. 

Royal  breorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — Our  annual  supoer  and  c  i  itribu'ion  of 
prizes  takes  place  on  May  11,  and  I  would  like  to  know  by 
next  m^etin^  night  the  number  of  tickets  each  membar 
will  require.  I  should  take  it  as  a  very  great  favour  if 
those  gentlemen  who  have  kindly  given  prizes  for  the  pist 
seison  will  forward  them  on  to  the  clubhouse  at  their 
earliest  convenience.  Will  members  make  an  effort  to 
attend  next  meeting  night,  business  most  important? — 
J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress, 
St.  John-street-rcad,  ClerkenweU. — A  Bohemiiin  concert 
will  take  place  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday,  April  2". 
Ladies  cordially  invited.  During  the  evening  the  annual 
distribution  of  prizas  will  take  place.  The  annual  meet- 
ing for  election  of  ofiicers  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
May  11.— F.  Thorling. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-roid.  —  A  special 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  nnxt  to  consider  when 
and  where  we  shall  have  our  annual  dinner  and  prize  dis- 
tribution.— W.  Anstey. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  Foley-street,  W. — Our  annual  supper  and  distri- 
bution of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Jlay  10,  when 
Mr.  C.  F.  J.  Barker  will  occupy  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Phil 
Samuels  the  vice-chair. — W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Coveut  Garden. — On  Tuesday  next  the  com- 
mittee will  meet  at  9  p.m.  to  settle  the  tie  for  Mr. 
Emden's  challenge  cup.  Our  annual  dinner  v.  ill  take 
place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Tuesday,  May  -3. 
The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  after. — Pelican. 

Sooth  Bermondsey  FJscatorials,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Hawkstone-road,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.  —  The 
annual  dinner  of  the  above  has  been  fixed  for  Friday, 
May  20,  and  the  South  London  visit  for  April  26  (Tuesday 
nest). — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  vi.-it  on  the  above  li^t  will  take  place  on  Tuesdny 
next,  26th  inst.,  to  the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials, 
the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  Hawkstone-road,  Rotherhithe  New- 
road,  when  I  trust  to  see  a  good  muster. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — I  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  one 
of  our  old  and  esteemed  members,  Mr.  Ray  Huxell,  who 
died  suddenly  on  Friday,  April  1.  I  hope  all  members 
will  show  up  in  force  on  Friday  next,  as  we  have  some 
very  important  business  to  transact. — W.  Woodford. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W.  —  On  Tuesday 
last  we  had  a  grand  muster  of  members.  It  was  arranged 
to  have  our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
on  Thursday,  May  12.  Donors  of  prizes  please  note  this. 
On  Thursday,  April  28,  there  will  be  a  special  committee 
meeting  on  the  fishery. — B.  Jennings. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  grand  meeting  on  the  19lh,  Mr. 
Brookman  in  the  chair.  Two  auditors  were  appointed, 
Messrs.  J.  Clayton  and  Allan.  The  audit  takes  place  on 
Monday  next,  25th.  Our  distribution  takes  place  on 
Tuesday,  May  17.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  not  yet 
forwarded  their  prizes,  if  they  will  do  so  before  that  dite 
I  shall  be  extremely  obliged. — H.  C. 

Walham  Ghreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.  —  April  20,  ordinary 
meeting,  C.  Wake  in  chair,  and  a  full  attendance  of 
members.  After  dispatch  of  routine  business  the  meeting 
was  declared  special,  for  consideration  of  proposed  altera- 
tion to  rules.  The  committee's  sugges'ions  were  in 
nearly  all  instances  adopted.  Wdght  of  specimen  jack 
increased  to  81b. ;  size  of  specimen  brook  trout,  Sin. 
We  have  a  few  diuner  tickets  for  May  4. — W.  W. 

DUFFIELD. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Patil's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth.  S.E.— 
Our  annual  dinner,  which  takes  place  on  Wednesdiy  next, 
Apiil  27,  promises  to  be  a  big  success.  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd,  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  A.S.,  will  take  the 
chair,  and  several  good  artisfes  will  sing  duiing  the 
evening. — W.  Wray. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
R,egency-street,  S.W. — Our  annual  smoking  concert  and 
d'e^ribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
April  27,  at  the  above  address,  where  we  shall  ba  glad  to 
welcome  brother  anglers,  also  sister  anglers  (if  not  anglers 
they  will  be  jvsi  as  welcome).— S.  J.  H. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road, 
Wimbledon. — At  Tuesday's  meeting,  held  at  headquarters, 
the  Alexandra  Hotel,  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual 
general  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  the  26th  inst.,  at  9  p  m. 
sharp.  The  report  and  accounts  for  the  pist  year  will  be 
then  presented,  and  the  officers  and  commitree  elected  for 
the  ensuing  season.  Important  business  will  be  transacted, 
and  a  large  attendancs  of  members  is  therefore  requested. 
— S.  Peskett. 


BRIGHTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr  Pain,  presiding  at  their  arnnal  meeting,  was  able 
to  congraiula'e  the  members  of  the  above  association  on 
its  flourishing  conditicn,  especially  with  regard  to  the 
success  which  had  attended  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Oxborrow 
aud  others  in  re-stocking  the  tivor  Adur,  which,  he 
thought,  in  a  few  years  would  be  one  of  the  best  rivers  in 
the  South  of  England.  Mr.  Oxborrow,  in  reply,  said 
that  although  the  association  had  voted  £10,  he 
should   be   glad,  to    receive  further  subscriptions  to 


more  efficiently  carry  out  the  object  in  view.  Mr, 
Macfarlane,  representing  the  conservators,  also  epoke. 
As  Mr.  Pain  is  retiring  from  the  chairmanghip  of  the 
asfociatirn,  the  members  took  advantage  of  the  cccasion  to 
present  him  with  a  testimonial  (a  case  of  specimen  fish 
caught  by  himself)  and  an  address,  recording  the  respect 
and  esteem  in  which  ho  is  held  by  his  fellow  members,  and 
their  indebtedness  to  him  fcr  bis  invaluable  services.  The 
prizes  for  specimen  fish  were  wr  n  by  :  Messrs.  Pain,  roach 
and  dace;  Smith,  tench;  Hall,  bream;  and  Porter, 
perch.  Mr.  Martin,  for  the  second  time,  was  successful  in 
the  Jamieson  Cup  competition  ;  Mr.  Hall,  second.  Thij 
valuable  trophy  becomes  the  property  of  any  member 
winning  it  three  times.  Besides  Mr.  Martin,  Messrs. 
Pain  and  Staileton  have  also  scored  twice,  so  this 
year's  competition  is  looked  forward  to  with  much  interest. 
Mr.  Macfarlane  won  the  prize  of  £'i  .3s  ,  presented  by  Mr. 
Bunting  for  the  largest  pike  takt-n  s  noe  last  October; 
the  second  prize,  £2  2s.,  presented  by  Mr.  Stevens,  falling 
to  Mr.  Pain,  who  also  won  the  china  cabinet,  presented 
by  Mr.  Hall  for  the  largest  bag  of  coarse  fish.  The 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  then  followed,  Mr. 
Oxborrow^  taking  Mr.  Pain's  place  as  chairman,  Mr. 
Martin  being  again  elected  hon.  sec.  The  asscciition  has 
raised  the  weight  of  fish  intetded  to  be  weighed-in  for 
competition. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  OPEN  ANGLING 
COMPETITION. 
A  special  committee  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bald 
Faced  Stag  on  Friday,  April  15,  to  consider  what  should 
be  done  with  the  prizes  left  over  from  March  20'h  and 
27th.  It  was  uuinimously  decided  that  a  competition  in 
aid  of  the  A.B.S.  and  Convalescent  Home  Funds  should  be 
held  on  July  10,  at  Amberley,  in  the  Arun.  Further 
particulars  will  be  duly  annonnc 3d.  Mr.  W.  Dennis  will 
set  up,  free  of  charge,  the  largest  specimen  roioh  taken 
on  that  day.  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  hear  from  any 
gentleman  willin?  to  serve  on  the  CDmmittee.  The 
distribution  of  prizes  in  the  late  competition  will  take 
place  at  the  Bald  Faced  Stig,  Worship-street,  on  April  25. 
Nearest  stations  Broad-street  and  Moorgate-street.  As 
tli3  respective  winners  will  choose  their  own  prizes,  it  is 
necessary  that  all  prizes  should  be  there  on  the  night, 
not  later  than  8.30  p.m.  S.  Maibv. 


Jlnglina  fixtures. 

April  24.  — 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Outing  to  Littlehampton. 
April  25. 

Amicable  Waltonians :  Visit. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  delegate  meeting. 

Heaits  of  Oak  :  Supper. 
April  26. 

Greaham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  C.  Dunlop. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  :  Visit. 
April  27. 

Anchor  (Kingston) :  Annual  dinner. 

B.8.A.S.  :  Annual  dinner. 

St.  John's  :  Smoking  concert. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 

Westminster  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
April  28. 

Amicable  Waltoniins :  Distribution. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 


May     2.— Blackfriars  :  Visit. 

-Sdver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 
-Battersea  Piscatorials :  Dinner  and  difltribution. 
-Walham  Green :  Dinner. 
-Globe:  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Alma:  Supper. 
-Phcenix  :  Distribution. 

-Seymour  Brothers:  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Royal  Georee  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Dinner. 
-Sundial :  Supper. 
-Camden  :  Brake  outing. 
-Collingwood  :  Sea  outing. 
-Clapham  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-Battersea  Friendly :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-Lincoln  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
■Waggoners ;  Distribution. 
•Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Dinner. 
•South    Bermondsey    Piscatorials :  Annual 
dinner. 

■Islington  Brothers  ;  Brake  outing. 


3. 
4.- 
4.- 
9.- 
10.^ 
10.- 

10.  - 

11.  - 

12.  - 

12.  - 

13.  - 

15.  - 

16.  - 

17.  - 
17.- 
17.- 

19.  - 

20.  - 


The  annual  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Agsocia. 
tion  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening,  April  25,  at  the 
Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell-road.    Chair  taken  at  8.30. 
 >*■»-<  

From  an  annual  report  which  has  just  reached  me,  I  see 
the  list^  of_  subscriptions  is  headed,  "  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen,"  £5.  "This  is  not  a  hospital  report,  as  one  might 
think  at  first  sight,  bfcausc  we  all  know  Her  Majesty's 
kindly  sympathy  for  ihi  sick  and  afllictcl,  but  the  nine- 
teenth annual  balance-sheet  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
Angling  Preservation  Association.  We  anglers  arc  a  loyal 
body,  and  such  a  practical  proof  of  the  Queen's  synspithy 
with  our  favourite  sport  will,  of  course,  give  all  of  ua 
pleasure,  but  the  great  lesson  to  be  learned  (and  don't  you 
forget  it,  boys)  is  that  the  highest  Lady  in  the  land  thinks 
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it  necessary  to  keep  up  the  stock  of  fisli  iu  the  beautiful 
river  on  inihose  bank  she  lives  (and  long  may  she  live 
there).  So  it  behoves  ua  all  to  follow  the  Rojal  example, 
and  each  do  his  little  bit  towards  re-s*oofeiii(f  the  particu'ar 
water  whose  finny  inhabitants  afford  him  bj  much 
pleasure.    As  the  Zulus  say,  "  I  have  sptken." 

■      >  »  I  «  (  

But  really,  the  VVindsor  and  Eton  Ansling  Preservation 
Association  are  doing  goud  work ;  and,  what  is  more,  doing 
it  efficipntly  and_ cheaply.  The  cost  of  management,  often 
a  serious  item,  is  excpptioT'ally  low,  with  the  consequerca 
that  the  amount  available  for  re-stocking  is  fr.ipjr- 
tionately  increased.  Both  coarse  fish  and  trout  have 
been  purchased  and  placed  in  the  river,  and  that  the 
river  is  well  suited  for  them  is  proved  by  the  capture  of 
several  large  bieam,  one  of  61b.,  iresumably  one  of  those 
placed  in  the  river  by  the  association  a  few  years  ago. 
H  R.H.  Prince  Christian  is  patron;  Mr.  F.  T.  Barry, 
M  P.,  president;  and  Mr.  A.  T.  Stevenson  treasurer  and 
secretary  of  this  useful  and  flourishing  body.  I  wish 
them  every  success  in  their  energetic  and  sportsmanlike 
efforts. 


The  Thames  Ee-stocking  Association  is  not  so  happily 
favoured  as  to  receive  a  donation  from  tho  Queen,  but 
certainly  those  who  fish  the  Thames  might  make  an 
effort  to  send  a  subscription  to  help  replenish  the  river 
which  they  fish.  The  association  cariies  on  its  work 
without  any  paid  officials,  and  the  money  subscribed  is 
spent  in  re-stocking.  The  T.R.A.  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  securing  the  services  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook, 
better  known  as  "  John  Bickerdyke,"  particularly 
as  Mr.  Cook  is  well  disposed  towards  the  T.A.P.S., 
and  the  two  associations  will  no  doubt  work  in  a  very 
friendly  spirit.  Mr.  Cook  never  undertakes  an  appoint- 
ment without  carrying  it  out  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and 
I  am  certain  that  he  will  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the 
T.E.A.  My  wife,  mjself,  and  my  five  children  have  sub- 
scribed to  the  association.  The  subscription  is  only  Is.  a 
year,  and,  though  I  seldom  fish  the  Thames,  I  think  it  is 
our  bounden  duty  to  subscribe  our  mites  towards  re- 
stocking our  national  river. 


At  Worship-street  Police  Court  on  Friday  last,  Harris 
Ruda  was  summoned  by  Arthur  Johnson,  an  officer  of  the 
Fishmongers'  Company,  for  that  he  unlawfully  sold 
during  the  close  season— to  wit,  on  March  17,  freshwater 
tench,  and  also  a  freshwater  carp.  He  was  also  sum- 
moned for  having  in  his  possession  for  sale  freshwater 
pike,  roach,  tench,  carp,  and  bream,  contrary  to  the  Fresh- 
water Fisheries  Act,  18"8.  On  the  first  charge  being 
proved,  defendant  was  fined  £5  and  £5  5s.  costs  ;  but  Mr. 
Haden  Corser  thought  there  was  no  evidence  on  the 
second,  which  he  accordingly  dismissed.  This  exemplary 
fine  wiU  have  one  good  effect  at  any  rate.  It  will  prove 
that  Mr.  Mundella's. useful  Act  is  not  a  dead  letter,  and 
do  much  to  prevent  the  illegal  capture  atdsale  of  coarse 
fish. 

)  »  t  ♦  <  

No  one  without  practical  experience  would  believe  the 
ceaseless  vigilance  and  care  necessary  to  prevent  typo- 
graphical errors  creeping  into  a  newspaper  in  the  rush  of 
going  to  press,  and  that  there  are  so  few  to  be  found  in  our 
daily  and  weekly  papers  redounds  to  the  credit  of  comps. 
and  readers  alike.  But  they  will  creep  in  sometimes. 
For  instance,  it  was  gravely  announced  the  other  day,  in 
the  account  of  a  fasbionable  wedding,  that  the  bridesmaids 
" -wore  handsome  breec/ies,  the  gifts  of  the  biidegroom." 
"  Brooches  "  was  obviously  the  word  intended,  but  it 
reads  strangely  ae  printed.  The  most  ludicrous  mistakes, 
however,  are  most  often  these  technically  known  as 
"  mixes,"  t.c,  where  two  paragraphs  get  jumbled  up 
together  when  "  making  up."  Here  is  a  case,  where  one 
of  my  pars,  has  apparently  been  mixed  with  the  account 
of  the  heroic  piper  Findlater,  of  Dargai  fame:  "The 
Fishing  Gazette  records  the  capture  of  an  enormous 
conger  eelj  Unfortunately  his  injuries  were  sO  serious  that 
the  doctors  were  compelled  to  amputate  one  of  his  legs. 
We  read  that  his  gallant  conduct  excited  so  much  admira- 
tion in  one  fair  besom  at  least,  that  he  has  received  the 
offer  of  her  hand  and  heart  ard  fortune  of  £5000  a  year 
from  a  lady  7ft.  long  and  weighing  over  1401b.  This  is 
the  largest  taken  for  many  y*  ars."  Fortunately  this  error 
was  discovered  before  the  whole  edition  was  printed  off, 
and  so  it  was  possible  to  rectify  it  in  most  of  the  copies 
issued.  But  there  was  a  " prayer  meeting"  in  the  office 
of  that  paper  (the  name  of  which  wild  horses  shall  not 
drag  from  me)  when  the  blunder  was  found  out  1 
>  »  »  •  <  

But  we  English  are  not  alone  in  newspaper  errors. 
If  you  really  want  to  know  anything  about  your 
countrymen,  you  should  read  continental  (French  or 
Spanish)  papers.  The  Paris  Figaro,  in  a  laudatory 
article  on  the  Sirdar,  of  whom  we  are  all  eo  proud, 
describes  him  as  fifty-seven  years  of  age  (he  was  born 
in  1851).  He  is  in  one  line  an  Irishman  by  birth ; 
lower  ,  down  he  is  the  only  Englishman  beloved  by 
th^  French  colony  in  Cairo.  He  is  a  colossus  of  sw  feet 
in  staVure  (good  gracious  !  where  does  our  miniature  life- 
guaidsman,  Capt.  Oswald  Ames,  come  in  ?).  In  1870,  while 
still  a  Woolwich  cadet,  he  "enlisted  amongst  the  French 
Prance-Tireurs  to  carry  on  against  the  Germans  a,  warfare 
of  amluscades,  and  the  scars  which  furrow  his  noble 
features  bear  testimony  to  his  courage  and  disinterested- 
ness in  defence  Of  an  unfortunate  nation."  Worry  pretty, 
ain't  it?  as  the  elder  Mr.  Weller  observed,  but  the 
Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  not  to  mention  the  Academy 
rules,  would  have  prevented  any  English  cadet  from 
taking  such  Quixotic  action.  By  the  way,  there  must  be 
a  culinary  department  in  the  Foreign  Office>  or  where  do 
the  " Cooks "  and  "Kitcheners,"  who  have  done  such 
splendid  work  iu  Egypt,  come  from  ? 


The  prizes  left  over  from  the  last  A.B.8.  competition 
(March  20  and  27)  are  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  competition 
at  Amberley  on  July  10.  The  prizes  which  were  taken  on 
March  20  and  27  will  be  handed  over  to  the  winners  on 
Monday  evening,  Apiil  25,  at  the  Bald  Faced  Stag, 
Worship- street,  Finsbury,  E  C,  at  8.30  p.m. 

 >♦*-»<  

A  VISITOR  to  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Southend-on-Sea,  of 
which  friend  Tibbatts  is  the  landlord,  sends  a  graphic 
account  of  a  capital  and  interesting  smoking  concert  held 
at  this  well-known  house  on  Tuesday  list.  There  wis 
only  one  performer,  a  gramophone  or  phonograph,  or 
some  such  wildfowl,  but  everyone  was  delighted.  The 
programme  included  such  various  items  as  bands,  recita- 
tions,_  instrumental  and  vocal  solos,  and  many  other  things. 
This  instrument  will  surely  be  a  great  attraction  to  th« 
Alexandra.  Mr.  Tibbatt's  manager,  Mr.  Harpley,  who 
in  the  short  time  he  has  been  at  Southend  has  made  a 
host  of  friends,  manages  this  cimplicated  instrument 
splendidly.  It  seems  frf  m  all  accounts  to  be  a  bit  too 
complicated  for  me,  but  I  phall  certainly  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  seeing  and  hearing  it.  The  only  other 
concert  of  the  kind  I  have  heard  of  is  that  with  which 
Mr.  A.  Strop  treated  his  fellow  members  of  the  Camera 
Club  last  year. 

 >-*-*-M  

In  accordance  with  an  old  custom,  the  rec'or  of  St. 
Mary's,  Chester,  gives  half  a  ton  of  coals  for  the  first 
salmon  of  the  season  caught  in  the  Dee  by  Handbridge 
fishermen.    The  first  fish  this  year  weighed  14Jlb. 

 >■»»»<  

''Daughters  of  Thespis,"  Mr.  John  Bickerdyke's 
striking  story  of  the  stage,  is  about  to  be  issued  in  a  half- 
crown  form  by  Messrs.  Simpkin,  Marshall,  and  Co. 


OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  IC  (New  Series) 


Mr.  H.  HARDEN. 


Mr.  H.  Harden  is  one  of  those  anglers  who  think 
dry-fly  fishing  is  the  highest  form  of  piscatorial  art. 
From  end  to  end  of  England  and  Scotland  Mr.  Harden 
has  been  on  the  look  out  for  salmon  and  trout ;  and  that 
he  is  a  real  good  fly  fisherman  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
he  won  the  championship  at  the  Lochleven  competition 
in  1893,  as  representing  the  Piscatorial  Society.  His 
largest  trout  last  year.  Caught  on  a  fly,  was  41b.  3oz., 
but  from  what  I  know  of  Mr.  Harden  I  shall  not 
be  iu  anyway  surprised  to  hear  that  this  year  he 
gets  a  better  and  heavier  fish.  His  largest  salmon 
weighed  only  301b.,  but  he  lives  in  hopes  of  catch- 
ing  a  40-ponnder.  His  love  for  fish  and  fishing  is 
genuine,  and  such  true  fishermen  are  always  welcomed  by 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  At  seven  years  of  age  he  was  taken 
with  the  bent  pin  fever,  during  which  period,  ill  as  he  was, 
lie  could  catch  more  roach  than  he  «an  catch  now.  He  is 
very  fond  of  making  his  own  fly  reds,  and  manufactures 
them  out  of  any  old  pieces  he  can  find  about;  prefers 
splicing  to  ferrules;  and  says  that  he  can  get  just  the 
"action"  he  requires.  He  is  the  sort  of  angler  to  be  out 
with  in  the  event  of  an  "accident,"  and  all  who  know 
him  pronounce  him  "  a  jolly  good  fellow." 

 >  »«»■<  

A  MEMBER  of  the  Dibdin  Angling  Society,  Mr,  T. 
Ampleford,  Three  Castles  Hotel,  Ludgate  Circus,  on 
Wednesday  last  saw  a  roach  alive  and  in  good  condition. 
It  was  stranded  at  Purfleet  Wharf,  Blackfriars,  and 
weighed  lib.  4oz.  The  roach  is  to  be  set  up  as  a  curiosity. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  attractions  continue  as  diversified 
as  ever.  You  can  witness  the  Australian  test  match 
without  the  cost  and  trouble  of  a  journey  to  the  Antipodes, 
and  also  see  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  boat  race  without 
experiencing  the  blizzard  by  a  visit  to  the  cinematograph 


an  the  concert  hall  at  the  Aquarium.  If  you  go,  make  a 
point  of  hearing  the  six  royal  Welshmen  from  Rhondda 
valley,  who  render  various  glocs  in  splendid  style,  and 
who,  having  already  won  g.  Iden  opinions  from  Her 
Majesty,  seek  similar  rewaid  at  the  hands  of  her  subjects. 


On  page  292  will  be  found  a  notice  of  "  Pattisons'  Scotch 
whiskey."  The  verdict  of  the  reviewers  is,  "It's  very 
good  whiskey !  "  But  if  there  was  not  a  headache  in  a 
bottle  of  it,  how  is  it  that  we  read  something  about 
"Sedibus?"  But  there,  perhaps  I  had  better  re  id  over 
again  my  Ovid — with  his  amours,  and  elegies,  and  art  of 
love.  When,  after  nearly  a  week's  outing  for  trout,  the 
two  reviewers  had  returned  to  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
looking  fit  and  well,  I  took  a  bottle  of  "  sterilised  milk" 
to  the  editor  for  "review,"  he  thought  I  could  do  that 
little  job  myself.  It  was  done  ;  for  the  contputs  of  a  pint 
bottle  soon  disappeared  (no  sampling,  like  PattiEons' 
cream),  and  "  Dragnet"  still  lives ! 


The  office  cat  had  no  opportunity  of  tasting  this  bottled 
lacteal  fluid.  It  was  too  good  for  cats— they  don't  worry 
about  "germs."  According  to  the  Country  Farmpr's 
Milk  Company,  of  174,  Culford-road,  N.,  the  advantages 
of  using  this  milk  are  many:  "It  will  keep  sweet  and 
pure  for  almost  any  length  of  time ;  no  chemicals  or 
preservatives  are  used,  as  the  process  is  by  steam  alone  ; 
risk  of  disease  is  avoided ;  it  is  more  easily  digested  than 
ordinary  milk ;  a  constant  supply  of  wholesome  milk 
always  in  the  house  ;  Sunday  deliveries  and  contamination 
from  contact  with  dust  and  germ-laden  atmosphere  are 
av' ided."  The  price  is  2d.  per  bottle,  sent  carriage  free 
v^ithin  Carter  Patterson's  radius.  Like  Grant's  Morella 
cherry  brandy,  it's  real  good  stuff — so  keep  it  handy, 
 >  < 

John  Eggleston,  naturalist,  of  Sunderland,  wascharged 
by  Mr.  Farrer  Stead,  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  on 
Tuesday,  AprU  19,  that  he  did  unlawfully  sell  silmon  roe 
to  Thomas  Cartman,  jun.,of  Montpellier  Parade,  Harro- 
gate, on  March  28  and  30  last,  and  that  on  March  28  he 
did  unlawfully  have  an  unclean  salmon  in  his  possession. 
The  defendant  pleaded  not  guilty.  Mr.  Farrer  Stead,  iu 
his  opening,  said  that  the  case  was  taken  up  by  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  and  the  cases  were  not  of 
intrinsic  importance  to  Harrogate  particularly,  but  were 
of  great  importance  as  regards  the  fishing  interests 
generally. 


The  defendant  had  been  in  the  habit  for  some  years  of 
advertising  the  ova  for  sale,  but  it  was  impossible  to  take 
proceedings  against  the  defendant  at  Sunderland,  because 
he  did  not  keep  the  roe  in  his  possession.  1  hey,  there- 
fore, placed  themselves  in  communication  with  him,  and 
one  of  the  hon.  fishery  bailiffs  at  Harrogate  wrote,  and, 
hiving  obtained  a  small  quantity,  asked  the  defendant 
what  he  would  take  for  a  pound  of  roe.  The  defendant 
replied,  and  said  that  a  pound  of  roe  was  worth  gold,  but 
that  he  could  have  a  box  for  Is.  6d.  Eventually  several 
tins  containirg  salmon  roe  were  received.  Information 
was  sent  to  the  Fishery  Board,  who  instructed  the  pro- 
ceedings to  be  taken. 


Mr.  Stead  said  that  so  far  back  as  Feb.  28, 1896,  the 
defendant  was  reported  for  selling  salmon  roe,  which  he 
advertised,  and  he  (Mr.  Stead)  had  since  reported  him. — 
The  defendant  admitted  selling  Norwegian  salmon  roe, 
which  he  had  advertised  and  sold  for  many  years,  and  was 
not  aware  that  he  was  doing  wrong,  but  a  single  letter 
would  have  stopped  it.  It  was  his  first  offence,  and  he 
would  throw  himself  on  the  mercy  of  the  Court. — The 
Chairman :  Can  you  prove  that  it  is  Norwegian  salmon 
roe  ? — Dr.  J.  A.  Myrtle :  Can  you  prove  that  you  got  it 
from  Norway  P— -Yes,  sir. — Defendant,  however,  -  gave  no 
further  explanation,  and,  after  the  Bench  had  deliberated 
in  private,  the  Chairman  said  that  the  case  was  clearly 
proved,  and  the  defendant  would  be  fined  10s.  and  14s.  5d. 
costs  in  each  case,  in  addition  to  £1  in  the  case  for  having 
the  unclean  fish  in  his  possession,  making  a  total  of 
£4  133.  3d. 


Messrs.  Jarrold  and  Sons  have  in  the  press  a  large 
edition  of  another  humorous  book  from  the  pen  of  the 
popular  humourist,  W.  Carter  Platts.  Amongst  other 
side-splitters,  the  work  contains  several  "  Angling  Yarns  " 
in  the  author's  best  style.  The  book,  price  Is.,  io  fancy 
paper  boards,  will  be  on  the  bookstalls  some  time  in  May. 
The  title  is  "A  Few  Smiles,"  and  the  result  will  be  (I 
guess)  a  lot  of  broad  grins. 

Innocent  Housewife  (timidly):  "They  look  nice, 
but— but  isn't  there  a  slight  srnell  ?  "  Fish  .hawker 
(gruffly)  ;  _"  Oh,  that's  the  sea  water.  Caught,  p'r'aps, 
when  the  tide  was  on  the  turn." 


I  HAVE  received  a  reminder  from  Mr.  J.  Henwood,  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Anchor  Angling  Society,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  that  the  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  head- 
quarters, The  Druid's  Head  Hotel,  Market  Place, 
on  Wednesday  evening  next,  Apnl  27.  I  do  not  know 
what  time  the  dinner  will  begin,  but  should  advise  those 
who  intend  to  be  present  to  "  be  in  time  " — say  six 
o'clock.  It  13  rumoured  that  Mr.  A.  J.  Homeisham,  J. P., 
Messrs.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  Pincott  Hill,  J.  R.  Richardson, 
W.  Cato,  H.  G.  Hankies,  and  many  other  well-known 
anglers  will  be  present.  Long  before  the  date  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  dinner  was  announced  I  had  promised  (as 
president  of  the  "  Anchoiites  ")  to  attend  this  dinner,  and 
therefore  shall  miss  many  brother  salts,  who  will  be  dining 
at  Canuon=street  Hotel  on  the  same  night.  Deagnei, 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WiNCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  My  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High'class  Salmon,  Gnilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 
CAUTION".— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Pishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham^  * 


DAVID  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 

Manufacturer  of  all  kinds  of  Fishing  Rods 
in  Built  Cane&Greenlieart,  Reels  &  Tackle. 

TDftllT  OnnC     2  joints  best  Built  Cane  Fly 
inuyi   HUUO.        Rod.  lOft,  price  £2  Ss. 
Diltp,  10»ft.  to  lift.,  price  £2  7s.  6(1.;  with  Steel 
Centre,  las.  extra. 

Tte  "  CH  &MFZON  "  Gr  ;enheart  FLY 

BOD,  3  joints  and  very  h'.at  finish,  2.03. 

THE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH  (Rfgistered). 


T^iis  Winch  is  made  in  two  sizes,  2Jin.  and  3jin., 
with  click  or  silent  chect.   It  has  two  special 
recommendations,  extreme  Hghtnees  and  quick 
winding.    Price,  2|m.,  10s.  fid. ;  3iia.,  12a.  6d. 

.  Important  to  Fishing  Tackle  Dea'ers 
thronehout  the  Kingdom . 

DAVID  SLATER,  of  Newark-on-Trent,  being 
the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufacturer  of 
the  world-wide  known  "Nottingham"  Pattern 
Winches  in  their  various  forms,  aT.d  holding  as 
he  does  by  far  the  largest  stock  of  timber  suitible 
for  the  purpose  of  such  manufacturers — hundreds 
of  thousands  of  blocks  in  various  stages  of 
seaeoning — is  prf  pared  to  supply  the  trade  direct 
at  lowest  prices.  A  Special  New  Pattern, 
"Slater's  Wonder.  '  In  nine  sizes,  2in.  to  4in.,  is 
made  on  similar,  but  much  i  i, proved  lines  to  the 
old  and  out  of  dute  iron  bick  production. 
"  Slater's  Wondc  r  "  has  a  solid  brass  back,  and 
yet  costs  less  thin  the  old  pattern. 

SELL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE 
AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT. 


BROWN'S 
PHANTOM  MINNOW 

IS 

•'The  Beet  Artificial  Bait  ever 
yet  Invented." 

Fitted  with  Geen's  Patent  Swivel,  it  has  the 
Simplest,  Neatest,  and  Strongest  Spinning 
Attachment  of  any  Bait  extant. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Price  Li^i  of  High 
Class  Fishing  Tackle  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

64,    GEOBGE  ST..  ABEHDEEN. 

TBLE9EAMS;  "PHANTOM,  ABEP.DEEN." 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAPi^l  rO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
l!lAU^LtO  Seals' Pnr,  Pigs'^Wool,  &c' 

ALL   COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  fiATNES  Sxmdays  Well-road  Ccfrir; 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE/ 


We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNESIDE,"  "  "WANSBEiCK,".  and  other 
Eods.  Any  orders  received  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our 
customers  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  with  almost  every 
rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "  ANGLER'S  GUIDE  "  and  Illustrated  list  of  Rods  and  every 
Angling  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover 
postage.  ■    .   ■  .  .  .1.. 

Our  Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  djuble  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete  — 
No.  £    8.  d. 

40  13ft  0.16  6 

41  14ft     .   0  18  6 

42  15ft   1    0  0 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"We  also  hked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,  especially  a  '  Coquetdale 
fourteen -footer  ;  this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and 
discovered  great  power." — Angler. 

"The  'Coquetdale'  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons." — Land 
and  Water.  '     '        "  . 

"  The  '  Coquetdale  '  is  an  especiaUy  good  pattern. "-^Eodi  and  Gun. 


Our  Special  "TYNESIDE "  Salmon  Rods 


In  three  joints,  Greenhoarfc  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c. 
to  our  "  Tyneside  "  Trout  Eods,  in  partition  bag,  complete^ 


similar 


No. 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 


16ft. 
17ft. 
18ft. 
19ft. 
20ft. 


1  15 

2  0 
2  5 


"  DijAR  .Sir, — The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  lasb  was  in  use  throughout 
our  holiday,  and  we  wera  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod, 
but  my  fisherman  wa^  delighted  with  it.       ,  , 

"  It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a 
month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  diflioult 
water,  and  with  trying  winds,  than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.     "  C.  H.  G." 

Extracts  fcom  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895-96. 

"  We  handled  an  18ft.  '  Tyneside,'  which  was  just  perfect  in  balance,  and  played 
through  to  the  butt  in  grand  style,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  North- 
country  firm  had  little  to  learn  about  rod  making.'' — Land  and  Water,  1895. 

"  We  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods.  We  had  the 
pleasure  some  time  ago  of  taking  a  friend's  rod  for  an  hour  on  a  salmon  reach,  and 
it  was  one  of  this  make.  They  are  used,  we  believe,  very  extensively  bj?  the  anglers 
on  Tyneside,  who  swear  by  them  at  all  times."— ,4ngZer,  1896.         :  .  ; 

"  The  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods  are  remarkably  cheap  and  of  splendid  Value,  double 
brazed,  and  finished  in  the  best  style." — Bod  and  Gun,  1896. 


ENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Demy  8vo  ,  illustrated,  25s.  net. 

DRY  FLY  ENTOMOLOGY, 

A  Description  of  L«ading  Types  of  Natural  Insects  serving  as  Food  for  Tront  and  Grayling, 

With  the  100  BEST  PATTERNS  of  FLOATING  FLIES, 

and  the  Various  Methods  of  Dressing  Them, 

By    FREDERIC   M.    HALFORD,  j 


"  Detached  Badger  "  of  the  Field, 


i 


Author  of  ■'  floating  Flics  arui  Note  to  Dress  Them,"  "Dry  Fly  FisMng  in  Weory  and  Practice," 
I  "Making  a  Fishery.''  .     ,  j 

J  In  addition  to  the  numerous  plates  illustrating  fully  the  Natural  Insects,  a  numher  of  blocks  are 
given  in  ths  text,  showing  their  distinctive  features.  There  are, a' -lO  ten  hand-cojoured  plates  of 
Artifloial  Flies,  ind  cuts  illustrating  the  materials  and,  implements  required,  as  wjall  as  the  most 
fiaodcpn  manipulation  of  dry  fly  dressing,  .,  •  .     !  i 

Fall  Prospectus  free  oil  application,     ."Z ',  \  , 
Londoi) :  VINTON  &  CO.,  Limited,  9,  New  Bridge;  Stre«t,  isdgate  circns,  E.C. 


"EXCEL" 
COCOA. 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE, 
►■ew  c.-in  eqiisil,  none  ran  "  cj«;c1."-t-*'ub  •. 
t:iO,OWO  RKW.^KD    tid.  Packets,  Tins  2%  ikbIU, 

Delicious  Aroma.  Dietic.  Sustaining.— Vi(i6  Analyst**, 
CHOCOLATE  HORSESHOES  (Registered).  A  ganertor 
Ctiocolate.  in  handsome  ooxes,  6d.         '  '         .  .  ' 
OUVENIR"  Bootes,  the  Season's  Snweas.  fn/rfi  eil. 
CHOCOLATE  WAFERS,  a  deUoiooa  Ohccotote,  Bd.  and 
Is.  per  box.  .  ; 

COURT  CHOCOLATE,  the  finest  eating  Chocolate,  In 
handsome  Boxes,  is.  and  23. 

Sold  everywhere,  or  direct  from 

COMPAGNIE  FRANCAISE, 

Purveyors  to  H.R.H.  the  Princess  0/  WoU^s, 
LONDON  WOEKS,  BEBMONDSEt,,  SlK. 


BURGHLEY 


FISHERY, 


Mr.  Silk  having  ceased  to 
manage  the  above,  all  com- 
munications for  the  future  are 
to  be  addressed  to 

Lt.-Col.  white, 

Birghley,  Stamford, 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

MB.  HENRY  COXON'S  (representative  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Field)  new  and 
splendidly  illustrated  work,  "  A  MODERN 
TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL  COARSE  FISH 
ANGLING:  HOW  TO  OATCH  FISH,"  has  now 
reached  its  third  edition,  and  this  since  Christmaa 
No  such  practical  book  on  angling  was  ever 
written,  and  its  contents  have  heen  highly 
extolled  by  all  the  leading  angling  and  other 
sporting  papers  in  the  British  Isles.  S6n4  for 
copy. 

Price  Is.  2d.,  postage  free  ■ 
WALTON  VILLA,  WEST  BHIDQFOBD, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


.ELlimans  Universal 

Embrocation,  U, 

^'    'i^HU'MATtSM  712 
lUMfiAGO/  . 
BRUISES.'  . 

che^txmld?.-  ^ 


-4' 


Trepcire 

J   PLOUGH       ENCt-AMO.  J 
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THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETT. 
Mb.  Robbbt  0.  Blundell  presided  over  Monday's 
gathering,  and,  after  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
had  been  read  and  confirmed,  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy 
(hoB.  eecrfctary)  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker, 
off^l-fl)g  to  present  for  the  society's  museum  a  handsome 
ohub  of  51b.  8oz  ,  caught  in  October  last  at  Christchurch. 
It  ia  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  announcement  of  Mr. 
Walker's  gift  was  received  with  hearty  expressions  of 
thants,  and  the  fish,  which  is  a  splendid  specimen,  will 
ere  long  adorn  the  society's  salon,  and  prove  a  welcome 
addition  to  the  already  large  and  valuable  collection  of 
preserved  fish  hang  upon  the  walls.  Sport  at  Easter  time 
nad  been  but  poor,  mainly  on  account  of  the  boisterous 
weather  which  prevailed  during  the  whole  of  the  holidays. 
Several  gentlemen  related  their  experiences  both  on  the 
society's  own  waters,  and  on  semi-private  and  open  rivers. 
The  lowness  of  the  Ver  and  Moor  stream  had  militated 
against  sport  in  those  quarters,  but  Mr.  E.  M.  Mayes  was 
foitonate  enough  to  creel  a  brace  of  trout  from  Newbury 
weighing  a  trifle  over  51b.  Mr.  Evans,  at  Pangbourne, 
took  several  Thames  trout,  although  they  were  not  of  any 
pasticular  size.  A  communicition  from  the  St.  Ives 
Angling .  Society  was  read,  atd  members  were  asked  to 
Support'Dr.  Semple  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  dinner 
pf  llie  society,  in  return  somewhat  for  the  kindness 
invariably  shown  to  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  by 
their  St.  Ives  brethren  when  fishing  the  Ouse. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
T^E  usnar  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon- 
street  hotel  on  Wednesday,  April  20,  Mr.  E.  Lintoot  in 
the  chair.    Messrs.  Canton,  Zaehnsdorf,  Tucker,  Taylor, 
Farker,  and  Norman  related  angling  experiences,  and 

tave  particulars  of  information  which  they  had  acquired 
uring  their  holiday.  Mr.  C.  O.  Minohin  gave  a  report  of 
his  30urn(-y  to  Ireland,  when  he  received  the  authority  of 
the  executive  with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  stations. 
Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  promised  to  forward  to  the  hon.  sec.  the 
bookjof  the  Baroness  Burdett  Coutts.  Mr.  Moore  pro- 
mised to  write  to  friends  at  Cork  about  sea  angling  in  the 
Soutli'  of  Ireland.  The  discussion  on  the  resolutions  of 
the  National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association  Con- 
ference then  took  place.  Mr.  CO.  Minchin,  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Litchfield,  proposed  the  first  resolution,  which  ran 
8S  follows:  "That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the 
destinctipn  of  immature  fish  should  be  dealt  with  at  once 
exhaustively."  In  proposing  this  resolution,  Mr.  Minchin 
spoke  of  the  excellence  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  to  be 
brought  before  the  House  of  Commons  to  prevent  the  sale 
of  immatare  fish,  and  pointed  to  the  direct  interest  given 
to  local  boards  to  obtain  money  for  hatcheries  and  other 
soteiitific  purposes  and  the  assignment  to  the  local  bodies 
of  all  amounts  recovered  by  means  of  penalties  under  the 
Act.  He  greatly  deprecated  the  statement  attributed  to 
Professor  Mcintosh,  that  it  was  impossible  to  extirpate 
flat  fish.  While  not  believing  that  extinction  is  possible, 
sfill  depleti  n  is  daily  more  evident.  The  resolution  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke.  Mr.  D.  C.  O.  Williams 
depre(?atpd  any  Bill  dealing  with  the  sale  of  sea  fish,  and 
advocated  rather  closed  areas,  as  the  fish  trawled  up  were 
dead  when  taken  out  of  the  cod  end  of  the  net.  The  hon, 
secaretaTy  gave  some  statistics  on  the  longevity  and 
hari^iaeee  of  flat  fish,  and  prop  sed  the  following  addition 
to  the  moti  >n  :  "  That,  while  recognising  the  present  Bill 
as  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  this  meeting  does  not  look 
upon  it  as  final  or  complete."  tThe  resolution  as  amended 
wfifl  carried.  Mr.  Minchin  further  proposed  "  That  the 
hoa.  sec  ■  be  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion to  the  gentlemen  whose  names  appear  on  the  back  of 
i  the  ' Bill."  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  E.  McFee,  and 
carried  nnanimously,  Mr.  Hussey  then  pr  )posed  _  the 
following  res  dution :  "  That  as  regards  the  Moray  Firth, 
jtnel  proper  course  to  pursue  is  to  prevent  the  fishing  by 
foVeign  trawlers  by  means  of  an  international  convention." 
Tnte  epeiker  gave  an  account  of  the  history  of  the  setting 
^^side  of  this  great  piece  of  water  as  the  nursery  of  the 
^Qith  Sea.  Mr.  Hnssey  further  pointed  out  that  a  Hull 
ifcoat  was  now  registered  under  the  French  flag,  and  was 
ishing*  the  .Moray  Fiith,  and  that  the  question  was  one  of 
urgency.  He  further  deprecated  the  resolution  passed  at 
i  the  National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association  Con- 
fefenoe,  w,hich  was  a  recommendation  to  throw  open  this 
\  area  to  British  trawlers.  The  resolution  was  seconded  by 
■  Mr.  A.  W.' Parker,  and  carried  unanimously.  A  vote  of 
^a^fas.tO  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


I  \  '  \  GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETT. 

fArjbur  weekly  meeting  Mr.  J.  Lund  occupied  the  chair. 
jThre^  new  members  were  elected.    The  following  fishing 
{ r^ijte  were  made  :  Mr.  Reeves,  fourteen  and  a  half  brace 
)  of  j  trout  in  fiv.e  days  from  private  water,  largest  fish 
f  flij.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Close,  two  brace  of  trout  from  Fairford ; 
•iVIrr  Woodruff, '  two  and  a  half  brace  from   Fairford ; 
Messrs.  Buckingham  and  Norman,  flat  fish  from  New- 
fa  iVen;  Mr.  Lund,  a  brace  of  trout  from  the  Upper 
L'tftfv,  Newhaven ;  Mr.  Tayler,  trout  from  Devonshire ; 
Mr.  Woodruff,  trout   from  Chesham ;  Mr.  Gill,  two' 
and  a  hsilf  dozen  dace  with  the  fly  from  Norfolk, 
a\l  being,  of  course,  returned.    "  The  Angler's  Song" 
vvaB  admirably  given  by  Mr.  Bentley.    The  usual  toasts 
and  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  pro- 
ceedings.   There  will  be  a  paper  read  before  the  society 
next  week,  entitled  "  Photography  in  Relation  to  Art," 
■by  Mr.  0.  Dunlop.  Alkx.  Wriqht. 


THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Thames  Re-stocking 
Association  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  at  Carr's 
Restaurant,  265,  Strand.  Mr.  P.  H.  Amphlett,  in  pro- 
posing that  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Bickerdyke  ")  be 
elected  president  of  the  association,  said  that  he  was  very 
pleased  Mr.  Cook  had  agreed  to  accept  the  office  of 
president,  principally  because  Mr.  Cook  took  a  very  active 
interest  in  the  re-stocking  of  the  Thames.  Mr.  Cook 
inaugurated,  some  years  ago,  the  Henley  and  District 
Fisheries  Preservation  Society,  and  was  hon.  sec.  of  that 
body  for  twelve  months,  when  he  handed  over  the  duties 
to  the  present  hon.  sec,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs.  The  Henley 
Association  had  done  an  enormous  amount  of  re-stocking 
work,  and  he  was  sure  the  experience  Mr.  Cook  had 
gained  in  connection  with  this  association  would 
prove  of  great  value  to  the  T.R.A.  Mr,  H. 
Pincott  Hill  seconded  the  motion,  remarking  that 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Cook  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  association,  and  that  he  would  soon 
bring  the  association  into  a  better  position  than  it  had 
ever  yet  held.  The  motion  having  been  unanimously 
carried,  Mr.  Cook  took,  the  chair  amidst  applause.  He 
thought  the  association  was  in  a  good  position,  especially 
when  they  considered  the  numerous  calls  upon  anglers' 
pockets.  No  doubt  their  income  could  be  increased,  but 
that  really  depended  upon  the  efforts  of  individual  mem- 
bers. In  his  opinion  the  work  of  the  association  had  been 
well  carried  out  by  the  committee,  and  altogether  he  felt 
very  great  pleasure  in  accepting  the  presidency,  because 
he  believed  there  was  a  great  future  before  the  T.RA. 
(Hear,  hear). 

The  president  then  called  upon  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
H.  G.  Hankins,  to  read  the  annual  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. This  dealt  in  detail  with  the  work  done  by  the 
association  during  the  year,  the  chief  items  being  the 
turning-in  at  Henley,  Maidenhead,  Chertsey,  and  Shepper- 
ton  of  the  200  Salmo  fontinalis,  presented  to  the 
association  by  Mr.  P.  G.  Richmond,  of  the  Braunton 
Fishery,  North  Devon ;  a  number  of  very  fine  tench, 
ranging  from  lib.  to -3 Jib.  each,  obtained  from  the  same 
fishery  ;  200  trout,  presented  to  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  by 
Col,  Custance,  after  having  been  exhibited  at  the  Imperial 
Institute ;  and  the  very  fine  fish  obtained  from  the  netting 
of  the  Rib  in  December  last.  The  report  was  adopted, 
and  the  statement  of  accounts,  showing  a  balance  in  hand 
of  over  £20,  having  been  presented,  it  was  passed  subject 
to  audit. 

A  discussion  then  ensued  as  to  the  advisability  of  start- 
ing hatcheries  on  the  Thames,  but  the  consideration  of  the 
matter  was  postponed.  In  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the 
funds  of  the  association,  the  chairman  remarked  that  con- 
sideration should  be  shown  for  roach,  bream,  and  rudd, 
for  coarse  fish  was  first  and  game  fish  second,  so  far  as  the 
Thames  angler  was  concerned.  Mr.  Cook  also  made  some 
important  remarks  concerning  rainbow  trout,  grayling, 
&c. ;  but  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Amphlett  the  matter  of 
spending  the  £20  was  postponed  for  the  present.  Mr.  H. 
Osborne  O'Hagan  was  re-elected  vice-president ;  Mr.  P.  G. 
Littlewood,  hon.  treasureu-;  Mr.  H.  G.  Hankins,  hon. 
secretary  ;  and  Messrs.  D.  Denniford  and  G.  A.  Cooper, 
hon.  auditors.  The  committee  were  also  re-elected,  with 
the  exception  of  three  members,  and  with  the  addition  of 
Messrs.  R  Howse,  of  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society ;  and 
Mr.  H.  Rolt,  of  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorials.  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  to  the  chairman,  and  the  proprietor  of 
Carr's  Restaurant  was  also  thanked  for  kindly  placing  a 
room  at  the  disposal  of  the  association.  The  hon. 
secretary  will  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any  gentleman 
wishing  to  become  a  member  of  the  association,  whose 
headquarters  are  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kiogston-on-Thames. 

Hon.  Reporter. 


HIGH  WYCOMBE  ANGLING  AND  TROUT 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  the 
White  Hart  Hotel  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  12.  Mr.  J . 
Thurlow  took  the  chair,  and  proposed  the  adoption  of  the 
following  annual  report : 

"  Your  committee  beg  again  to  submit  the  annual  report 
and  balance-sheet. 

"  They  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  the  very  satis- 
falotory  financial  position  of  the  association.  After 
discharging  all  liabilities  up  to  the  end  of  March,  there  is 
a  balance  of  £12  Us.  7d.  (excluding  an  outstanding 
subscription  of  £3  3s.)  in  favour  of  the  society. 

"  The  season  of  1897  was  a  most  successful  one.  There 
waa  a  good  stock  of  fish  and  p'enty  of  water,  and  the 
committee  think  that  the  fishing  members  had  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied.  Good  baskets  were  made  by  almost 
everyone.  This  year  they  feel  it  will  be  different.  There 
seems  a  fair  show  of  trout,  but,  owing  to  the  long 
continuance  of  dry  weather,  the  springs  are  unusually  low, 
and  they  are  afraid  that  the  river  this  summer  will  be  very 
low,  and  sport,  in  consequence,  will  be  materially  interfered 

with.  .  .-1.1. 

"  There  will  probably  be  a  few  vacancies  in  the 
agsociation  to  be  filled  up,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  there  are  far  more  applications  than  can  be  possibly 
entertained,  J;  J.  Thorlow.^  |  ^ecs. 

"  Wycombe,  March  25,  1898." 

Mr,  Thurlow  observed  that  there  was  no  doubt  at  all 
that  last  season  was  an  exceedingly  good  one.  In  fact, 
he  thought  it  was  the  very  best  they  had  had  smce  the 
society  Was  started.  Everybody  seemed  to  have  had  sport, 
everybody  had  I'ad  good  baskets ;  they  were  all  very  we 


pleased,  and  it  was  exceedingly  satisfactory  to  those  who 
felt  that  responsibility  devolved  upon  them  to  provide  as 
much  sport  for  their  members  as  possible.  With  regard 
to  the  coming  season,  he  must  say  he  could  not  help  taking 
a  very  pessimistic  view  of  it.  He  never  remembered  the 
springs  at  that  season  of  the  year  being  so  low.  They 
ought  to  have  plenty  of  water  in  the  stream,  and  a  good 
supply  of  water  there  for  the  summer,  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  Hughenden  stream  was  dry,  half  the  days 
the  mills  were  shut,  and  the  look  of  the  river  was  a  most 
discouraging  one  for  fishermen.  But  they  could  not  help 
that.  They,  as  the  secretaries  and  the  committee,  could 
not  control  the  seasons,  and  he  hoped  the  members, 
especially  those  who  fished  last  year,  would  be  inclined  to 
average  their  sport,  and,  as  they  experienced  an  excellent 
and  exceptional  season  last  year,  they  would  be  prepared  a 
little  to  find  a  falling  off  in  their  sport  during  the  coming 
summer.  He  had  much  pleisure  in  proposing  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  and  likewise  the  balance-sheet 
which  was  submitted  with  it. 

Mr.  Faulkner  seconded,  and  the  meeting  nnanimously 
adopted  the  report. 

The  election  of  oflicers  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  the 
result  was  as  follows :  President,  the  Right  Hon.  Earl 
Carrington  ;  vice-presidents,  Dr.  Orton,  Mfssrs,  A. 
Gilbey,  J.  'rhurlow,  Marchant,  A.  J.  Clarke,  and  Faulk- 
ner ;  hon.  secretaries,  Messrs.  J.  Thurlow  and  J.  C. 
Parker ;  auditor,  Mr,  J.  Bowden ;  bailiff,  Mr.  W.  Child, 
jun. 


DEATH  OP  MRS.  MACINTOSH. 
The  death  is  announced  of  a  famous  lady  angler,  Mrs. 
Macintosh  {nee  Margaret  Lindsay),  who  was  born  in  the 
summer  of  1813,  near  Couttie,  Coupar  Angus,  and  was 
thus  nearing  her  85th  year  when  she  died,  on  April  7, 1898. 
Living  near  the  banks  of  the  river  Isla,  an  important 
tributary  of  the  Tay,  she  early  in  life  became  enamoured 
of  the  gentle  art,  and  throughout  her  long  life  her 
enthusiam  for  the  sport  never  waned,  bat  rather 
increased  in  intensity.  Even  in  her  dotage  her  mind 
was  filled  with  nothing  but  reminiscences  of  the 
triumphs  of  better  days.  Margaret  passtd  all  her  days 
in  the  town  or  neighbourhood  of  Coupar  Angus,  a  market 
town  of  some  2000  inhabitants,  the  capital  of  Strathmore, 
and  a  place  venerable  with  antiquity.  Her  husband  was 
a  master  tailor,  and  being  in  fairly  comfortable  circum- 
stances, Marget  had  ample  leisure  to  pursue  her  favourite 
pastime.  The  Isla  was,  of  coarse,  the  scene  of  her  chief 
exploits,  but  she  often  had  a  cast  on  the  wide  reaches  of 
the  Tay  at  Meikleour,  Stanley,  and  other  places,  and,  "  tell 
it  not  in  Gath,  &c  ,"  she  was  fairly  bold  on  occasion  of 
whipping  preserved  waters  when  she  thought  all  was  safe. 
On  one  occasion,  fishing  at  the  confluence  of  the  Isla  and 
Tay  (the  latter  river  being  strictly  preserved  at  this  point 
by  the  Meikleour  family,  which  at  one  time  included  an 
enthusiastic  lady  angler),  she  espied  a  couple  of  anglers 
"  fishing  all  day  and  catching  nothing."  On  their  departure 
she  tried  a  cast  on  the  forbidden  stream,  and  _  ia 
a  twinkling  had  on  a  very  nice  salmon  of  181b.,  which 
she  safely  banked.  The  disappointed  anglers,  however, 
were  not  far  off,  and  came  upon  her  just  as  she  landed  her 
prize.  'They  set  upon  her,  divested  her  of  rod,  creel,  gaff, 
and  fish,  and  marched  her  to  the  presence  of  the 
laird  at  the  big  house.  Here  her  reputaticB  was  not 
unknown,  and  her  implements  of  war  were  returned 
to  her,  but  to  appease  the  wrath  of  the  lessees  of 
the  water  the  fish  was  retained.  Margaret  was  not 
averse  to  a  day's  sport  among  the  kelt,  but  was 
not  always  particular  as  to  returning  the  catches  to  the 
water,  as  by  law  and  duty  bound.  Her  capacious 
petticoats  have  often  concealed  a  hig  one,  and 
she,  on  one  occasion  at  least,  spent  a  half  hour 
with  the  water  bailiffs  in  plea>ant  and  easy  chat, 
with  a  fine  specimen  of  the  unclean  fish  cartf uily 
concealed  in  the  voluminous  folds  of  her  skirts ;  and,  what 
is  more,  she  succeeded  in  carrying  it  away  under  their 
respective  and  unsnspeuting  noses.  She  had  the  most 
utter  contempt  for  city  swells  who  came  to  fish  the  Isla, 
with  all  the  latest  fads  in  angling  furniture,  and  her 
caustic  tongue  often  made  them  feel  very  small  indeed. 
Her  equipment  was  of  a  rather  rude  description,  all  repairs 
being  done  byher  own  hands,  and  the  strong  salmon  line  of 
her  oyvn  working.  She  was  by  no  means  one  who  angled 
on  scientific  principles,  but  what  she  lacked  in  this  respect 
wjs  amply  compensated  for  by  her  great  enthusiasm 
and  indomitable  perseverance.  During  the  short  salmon 
season  of  about  Sept.  1  to  Oct.  .15,  whUe  health 
and  strength  remained,  she  was  never  a  day  off 
the  water  — which  here  is  open  and  frequented  by 
crowds  of  anglers— and  she  was  a  disappointed  woman 
if  she  could  not  carry  home  from  eight  to  twelve 
fish  during  that  time.  I  have  known  her  to  bring  home 
three  fish  m  one  day ;  and  when  eighty  three  years  of  age 
she  brought  her  anglmg  career  to  a  close  by  landing  a 
lovely  14-pounder.  Since  then  she  had  been  unable  to 
wield  her  wand.  Mrs  M.  was  also  an  ardent  trout  fisher, 
and  all  the  streams  in  the  neighbourhood  were  visited  by 
her  in  the  season,  while  she  would  occasionally  take  longer 
flights  to  the  Highland  streams  in  Glenshee,  Glenisla,  and 
Strathardle.  She  was  a  bit  of  a  character,  and  was  always 
able  to  hold  her  own  with  other  anglers  on  the  banks, 
most  of  them  rather  rough  in  manner  and  speech,  and  all 
of  them  jealous  of  her  unvarying  success.  In  reporting 
one  of  her  "  takes,"  a  local  newspaper  correspondent 
designated  her  the  "  Water  Witch,"  an  epithet  which 
hurt  her  dreadfully,  and  made  that  correspondent  her 
greatett  hete  noir.  She  was  predeceased  by  her  husband' 
and  all  her  family,  but,  being  fau-ly  well  off,  she  passedher 
latter  days  in  comfort.  F.  G.  H.  . 
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flotess  from  tte  ^ottf). 


The  rivers  have  been  in  spate  the  most  of  the  week. 
Those  who  were  anxious  for  a  bit  of  water  are  now  getting 
their  wishes  duly  fulfilled ;  but  few  fresh  fish  are  moving, 
on  account  of  their  general  scarcity. 


A  few  good  baskets  are  being  got  daily  on  the  Don,  and 
a  few  finnock  on  the  Dee  and  Ythan.  The  yellow  trout 
are  getting  nicely  coloured,  but  are  still  lean,  and  badly  in 
want  of  a  good  few  weeks'  feasting  on  the  March  Brown, 
of  which  there  has  been  a  very  good  rise  lately. 


I  stood  at  a  fishmonger's  stall  on  Saturday  evening  last, 
and  watched  the  heap  of  trout  as  it  gradually  rose  in  bulk 
as  consignment  after  consignment  arrived.  The  Aberdeen 
market  was  pretty  stirring,  as  is  usually  the  case  late  on 
Saturday,  and  I  could  look  on  without  attracting  serious 
attention.  I  was  anxious  to  know  where  the  fish  came 
from.  This  I  could  only  guess  at  from  the  outward 
appearance  of  the  parties  who  brought  them  in.  Here  was 
a  girl,  evidently  a  tradesman's  daughter  ;  she  had  from 
41b.  to  51b.  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  from  the  fingerling  to  a 
goodly  sized  sea  trout  of  over  lib.  Then  the  young  fellow 
with  his  fishing  creel  and  about  a  dozen  finnock  and  yellow 
trout,  indicating  tidal  work;  and  lastly,  a  woman  with  a 
mLsed  lot  in  a  red  handkerchief,  for  which  she  got  the 
handsome  sum  of  one  shilling. 


It  may  be  business  to  buy  these  fish,  but  it  is  not  right. 
It  is  direct  encouragement  to  poach,  and  I  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  every  fish  I  Avas  then  looking  at  was 
obtained  by  illegal  meisures. 


I  tried  to  buy  some  of  them.  He  asked  a  penny  for  the 
smallest — a  fingerling,  which  no  honest  angler  would  have 
killed,  and  which  it  ought  to  be  illegal  to  expose  for  sale. 
But  I  preferred  a  sei  trout  of  abonc  14,)z,,  and  paid  Is.  6d/ 
for  it.    It  came  from  the  Ythan. 


I  wonder  if  there  are  many  such  spots  in  the  kingdom 
aa  the  burgh  water  of  Kintore,  on  the  Don,  some  fourteen 
miles  or  so  from  Aberdeen.  The  tosmship  owns  one  and 
a  half  miles  fishing  rights  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
which  it  lets  out  at  Is.  6d.  par  rod  per  diem,  or  Ss.  6d.  for 
a  weekly  ticket.  There  is  always  the  certainty  of  a  good 
few  trout,  an  occasionil  finnock,  and  all  the  chances 
agoing  of  a  salmon,  be  they  good,  bad,  or  indifferent. 
Latterly  on  the  Don  these  have  been  very  indifferent 
indeed. 


But  here  is  the  point.  Two  diys  on  Easter  week  I  had 
a  daily  ticket.  The  water  was  in  fair  order,  but  I  did 
little  or  nothing.,^  Of  course,  I  was  trying  for  a  salmon. 
On  the  third  day  I  went,  as  usual,  for  my  ticket,  when  I 
was  refused  one,  as  the  water  was  considered  out  of  order. 

But  I  don't  care  a  fig  for  your  opinion  of  the  water.  I 
want  a  ticket,"  said  I,  a  little  hot.  A  smile  played  across 
my  tormentor's  face,  and  he  presently  rejoined.:  "  When 
a  ticket  is  refused  you,  you  can  go  and  fish  without  one." 
And  I  went.  I  afterwards  found  that  what  I  thoiTght 
was  a  friendly  ruse  to  save  my  pocket,  was  a  very  common 
practice  with  the  commissioner  in  charge  when  there  was 
little  chance  of  a  fish.  ____ 

This  magnanimous  custom  deserves  to  be  recorded,  for 
at  most  angling  centres  the  main  object  seems  to  be  to 
bleed  anglers  to  the  very  last  drop,  and  impose  upon  them 
m  every  way  possible.  Nor  is  such  importuning  confined 
to  highland  gillies,  who  have  the  reputation  of  possessing 
a  monopoly  of  impecuniosity,  but  the  butcher,  the  baker, 
the  tailor,  the  shoemaker,  all  look  for  their  "picking"  in 
some  way  or  another ;  and  recently  I  came  across  aviUage, 
much  celebrated  for  its  salmon  fishings,  where  the  parish 
minister  regularly  waited  upon  the  visiting  sportsmen  and 
fleeced  them  on  behalf  of  his  missions. 


Dr.  Jameson's  bag  on  the  Glentana  waters  was  thirty 
fish,  and  Sir  John  had  about  twice  that  number.  They 
were  variously  reported  to  have  killed  from  150  to  200 
fish,  but  the  facts  are  as  stated  above.  Had  the  weather 
been  good  all  through  they  mi»ht  have  done  better  ;  but 
they  were  highly  satisfied,  and  that's  everything. 

Dr.  Jim  is  said  to  have  remarked  that  he  was  to  give  up 
South  Africa  and  come  and  live  on  Deeside,  so  charmed 
was  he  with  the  scenery  and  the  quiet  charm  of  life  all 
round.    No  doubt  he  will  be  back  again  some  time  soon. 


Breda  House,  Donside,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Neil 
McLean,  was  on  fire  the  other  night,  and  had  it  not  been 
tor  the  prompt  measures  taken,  might  have  been  com- 
pletely destroyed.  The  damage,  such  as  it  is,  was 
considerable.   

Mr.  James  Brown,  salmon  fishery  proprietor,  died  on 
Monday  last  at  his  residence  in  Aberdeen,  During  the 
past  quarter  of  a  century  no  one  was  better  known  ia 
wigling  and  fishing  centres  in  the  North  of  Scotland  than 
Mr.  Brown.  He  owned  extensive  fisheries  on  the  Dee  and 
coast,  and  up  till  -a  year  or  so  ago  was  proprietor  of  the 
ramous  trranholm  water,  on  the  Don. 

Special  Scotch, 


Iprovinctal  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Midland,  Great  Western,  and  London  and  North- 
western Eailway  Companies  have  issued  bills  to  the  effect 
that  they  are  now  issuing  week-end  tickets  at  about  a 
single  fare  for  the  double  journey.  On  the  Midland  list 
there  appears  about  twelve  very  popular  angling  resorts, 
■which  no  doubt  our  members  and  their  wives  will,  during 
the  summer  months,  visit.  The  tickets  are  only  issued 
on  Fridays  and  Saturdays.  This  will  be  a  benefit  to 
anglers  who  finish  their  work  on  Friday  or  start  out  on  the 
Saturday  afternoons.  There  is  also  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable importance  that  our  angling  association  will  not 
lose  sight  of,  and  that  is  that  the  companies  are  running 
these  excursionists  by  any  train  at  a  single  fare  for  the 
double  journey,  where,  on  the  other  hand,  the  members  of 
the  association,  who  turn  out  aU  the  year  rotind  in  large 
numbers,  have  to  pay  fare  and  a  quarter.  This  is  a 
matter  that  the  ofiicials  of  the  association  will  not  allow 
to  pass  by  unnoticed,  and  it  will  be  one  of  the  first 
matters  that  wiU  be  considered  at  the  next  committee 
meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association.  An  interview 
has  been  had  with  one  of  the  chief  railway  officials  in 
Birmingham,  who  ij  in  favour  of  us  asking  for  a  redaction 
in  our  present  rate  of  travelling,  and  also  additional  con- 
cessions from  the  whole  of  the  companies.  The  gentlemen 
who  have  been  entrusted  by  the  committee  of  the  P.  A.  A. 
to  take  up  the  action  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  have 
bean  in  close  communication  with  the  Board  of  Trade  upon 
the  action  of  allowing  the  river  to  be  netted  of  the  coarse 
fish.  The  new  bye-laws  for  the  netting  have  not,  as  yet,  been 
placed  before  the  board,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  when  they  are  presented  they  will  not  be  pissed. 
Mr.  Berrington's  successor  has  not  as  yet  been  appointed, 
and,  as  soon  as  someone  is  appointed,  the  claims  of  the 
coarse  fisherman  will  receive  attention.  A  large  number 
of  all  kinds  of  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  holidays 
to  places  far  and  near.  Some  of  our  more  fortunate 
members  have  gone  to  Scotland  for  salmon,  whilst 
those  who  have  not  had  the  time  and  money  at  their 
disposal  have  not  been  very  far  from  the  city.  Bad 
weather  caused  many  to  stay  at  home,  but  some  few  who 
braved  the  elements  succeeded  in  taking  some  few  fish. 
The  best  trout  taken  were  those  from  the  Blytha,  at 
Nethertown  and  Hamstell  Kedware.  Some  few  fish  were 
also  taken  from  the  Bourne,  at  Shustoke.  The  Severn 
trout  fishermen  have  not  done  very  well  during  the  last 
week  or  so.  The  Small  Heath  Society,  who  have  been  on 
the  look-out  for  private  water  during  the  last  three 
months,  have  succeeded  in  rentiog  a  good  stretch  of  the 
river  Avon  from  Mr.  Bomford,  at  Fladbury.  The  length 
of  water  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  contains  some 
very  fine  bream  and  roach.  Fladbury  is  on  the  G.W. 
Eailway,  and  the  pii?ilege  fare  is  Ss.  4d.  The  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  have  written  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Provincial  Association  to  say  that  the  fare  from 
Wolverhampton  to  Shifual  is  Is.  4d.,  instead  of  Is.  2d. 
Fenny  Compton  will  become  very  popular  this  season  with 
the  canal  fishermen.  With  this  in  view,  Mr.  C.  White  has 
obtained  the  privilege  for  menabsrs  to  book  from  Bordesley, 
fare  3s.  Cd. ;  Hockley,  -33.  9d. ;  and  Handsworth,  33.  lid. 
These  concessions  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE, 

The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  fairly  favourable 
for  angling,  and  the  streams  have  been  in  good  condition, 
having  fined  down  nicaly  after  the  recent  heavy  rain  in 
the  high  lands  of  the  Peak.    The  upper  districts  of  the 
Derwent  hate  had  numerous  visitors,  and  between  the 
village  of  Derwent  Chapel  and  Yorkshire  Bridge  there  has 
been  some  tolerable  good  sport  both  by  fly  and  bottom 
fishing.    On  the  Bamford  lengths  several  nice  lots  of  trout 
have  been  taken  ;  and  some  fair  creels  have  been  made  on 
the  Hathersage,  Sickleholme,  and  Giindleford  wat.-rs, 
chiefly  by  members  of  the  Hathersage  Angling  Associa- 
tion and  their  friends.     The  adjoining  lengths  up  to 
Calver  and  Baslow  have  yielded  some  good  fish  both  on 
the  private  and  the  open  waters.  Anglers  have  been  fairly 
numerous  on  the  Baslow  and  Chatsworth  lengths,  and 
ssveral  good  baskets  have  been  made  both  by  fly  and 
bottom  fishing,  many  of  the  fish  being  of  more  than  the 
average  Derwent  size.    The  neighbouring  lengths  from 
Beely  Bridge  to  Eowsley  have  also  afforded  some  very  fair 
sport;  and  several  creels  of  four  and  five  brace  have  been 
made  on  the  Darley  Dale  watars,  both  above  and  below 
Darley  Bridge.    A  few  brace  have  been  captured  on  the 
private  Willersley  leagths ;  and  several  anglers  have 
done  moderately  well  on  the  Cromford,  Birchwood, 
Holmest'ord,  a%d  Whatstanwell  waters.     Visitors  have 
been  numerous  to  the  Ambergate  lengths,  and  to  the 
adjoining  tributary  stream,  the  Amber,  and  on  the  whole 
satisfactory  sport  has  been  met  with.    On  the  Dove  there 
has  been  some  nice  lots  of  good  sized  fish  taken,  both  on 
the  lower  and  middle  lengths,  and  on  the  Dovedale, 
Alsopledale,  and  Berresford  and  Hartiogfcon  waters,, 
although  on  several  days  a  rather  cold,  but  not  strong, 
south-easterly  wind  has  prevailed.     The  neighbouring 
river,  Manifold,  has  also  afforded  in  places  some  tolerably 
good  sport  to  several  anglers.    Visitors  have  been  fairly 
numerous  during  the  week  to  all  the  open  waters  of  the 
Wye.    There  has  been  the  fuU  complement  allowed  on  the 
lengths  between  Bakewell  and"  Eowsley,  and  several 
excellent  creels  have  been  made.     Bright,  sunny  days 
have  brought  out  numerous  natural  flies,  and  tae  fish  have 
been  rising  freely  in  places.    Anglers  on  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Wye,  at  Ashford,  in  the  private  lengths  of  Monsal 
and  Miller's  Dales,  and  in  the  open  waters,  have  done 
fairly  well ;  and,  taken  altogether,  the  week's  angling  on 
this  river  has  been  satisfactory  for  this  part  of  the  season.  | 
The  smaller  streams  have  been  well  patronised,  and  some  ' 


inoderatc  creeh  have  been  made  on  the  Eoclesbonrne, 
Nowe,  Ashop,  Goyt,  atdBently;  from  tlie  Lums  portion 
of  the  last  named  stream  several  large  fi^h  have  been  taken. 
Trollers  have  dene  well  with  the  natural  minnow  where 
allowed,  and  bottom  fishers,  using  maggots,  garden  worms, 
and  dock  grubs,  have  found  those  baits  useful.  Fly 
anglers  have  used  with  success  Ash  Duns,  Bumbles, 
Partridge  Hackles,  and  Furnaces. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

For  the  past  week  or  so  the  trout  fishing  on  the  river 
Hull  and  tributaries  has  much  improved.  A  few  aquatic 
insects  have  hatched  out,  and  the  fish  are  more  on  the 
rise  ;  and  the  river  being  in  fair  condition,  several  brace 
of  fish  have  been  taken,  aT:d  I  hear  of  one  angler  securing 
a  very  good  sample  of  nineteen  fish  that  scaled,  in  the 
aggregate,  about  171b.  Ledger  fishing  for  eels  ard 
flounders  has  been  practissd  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the 
river  with  a  fair  amount  of  success.  Pike  fishing  has  been 
indulged  in  by  some  of  our  local  anglers,  with  fair  success 
in  the  upper  stretches  by  those  who  are  taking  advantage 
of  the  bye-law  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  who  allow 
pike  to  be  angled  for  during  the  fence  season.  The  tidal 
portion  of  the  river  was  well  lined  with  anglers  during 
the  holidays,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  club  matches 
emanating  from  the  City  of  Hull.  The  Driffield 
Hearts  of  Oak  A.S.  fished  their  first  match  this 
season  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  H.  Verity  securing  the 
first  prize.  The  junior  members  of  the  Amos  and  Smith's 
Dock  Wcrks  A.S.  also  fished  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  H. 
Young  taking  the  first  prize.  The  Waltonians  fished  at 
Figham,  Mr.  A.  Clark  scaling  21b.  SJoz.  of  fish  for  the 
first  prize;  whilst  lower  down  the  river,  at  Wannjferry, 
the  Duke  of  York  A.S.  held  their  first  matc'a,  but  with 
very  poor  results,  only  six  of  the  competitors  managing  to 
secure  fish,  Mr.  John  Thorpe  again  took  the  first  prize. 
The  Star  A.S.  fished  on  Cicey  Flatts,  Mr.  H.  Emmet 
being  first  prize  winner.  Ths  South  Holderness  Drains 
were  also  well  patronised  by  our  local  societies,  but 
they  had  very  little  sport.  The  Albion,  Alexandra, 
County,  Hull  Town,  and  the  Old  Sculcoates  Societies 
visited  Patrington  Haven.  At  the  Albion's  match,  Mr, 
T.  Hyam  took  first  honours  with  21b.  4oz.  ;  at  the 
Alexandra's,  Mr.  B.  Kemp  secured  first  with  21b.  Joz  ; 
at  the  Old  Sculcoates  A.S.,  Mr.  H.  EeviU  took  first  with 
lib.  Gjoz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Render  took  the  first  at  the  County 
A.S.  match;  Mr.  Frank  Carle  taking  first  at  the  East 
HuU  Brass  Band  A.S.  match  at  the  same  place.  The 
Sandringham  A.S.  journeyed  across  the  river  Humber, 
and  fished  their  match  at  the  Barton  Pond?,  Mr.  W. 
Pashby  securing  the  first  priza. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  members  and  friends  of  the  St.  Helen's  Anglers 
met  at  the  Sefton  Aims  Hotel  on  the  14th  for  their 
annual  dinner  and  meeting.    Mr.  Ball  presided  over  the 
first,  and  Mr.  Greer  over  the  second  ;  Bill  Cox,  from 
Liverpool,  was  not  there.    The  usual  royal  and  patriotic 
toasts  were  duly  honoured,  and  the  Fishing  Gazette  was 
also  honoured,  and  heartUy,  tco.    The  old  style  of  things 
is  to  be  in  force  this  season,  and  several  pleasant  outings 
planned,  including  a  visit  to  Lincolnshire  and  AS'orsley. 
The  keenest  competition  will  be  for  the  "challenge 
shield,"  presented  by  the  honorary  member.    Our  latest 
new  club  is  the  Irlam  and  Cadishead  A.S.,  and  they 
have  determined  to  throw  in  their  lot  with  the  County 
Palatine  Angling  Association ;  of  course,  nothing  more 
natural.    Speaking  of  the  C.P.A.A.  reminds  me  that  700 
rainbow  trout  will  be  turned  into  their  waters  tc-day,  the 
23rd,  being  due  to  leave  the  Central  Station,  Manchester, 
2.-30.    Visitors  are  invited  to  go  with  the  stocking  com- 
mittee to  inspect.    Mr.  G.  Coddington  assures  ns  we  have 
nothing  to  fear  with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Witham 
Conservancy  Board.    Our  stock  fish  will  arrive  as  usual, 
and  that  all  fish  leaving  either  the  Dogdyke  or  Chapel  HUl  * 
districts  are  taken  from  private  drains  or  other  waters 
over  which  the  conservators  have  no  control.    Further,  all 
live  fish  shipped  leave  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
the  commissioners  or  owners,  so  that  no  illegality  has  to 
be  answered  for.    Throughout  the  county  the  reports  of 
sport  obtained  daring  Easter  are  poor  and  disappointing ; 
even  visitors  to  really  good  waters  tad  bad  time«,  and 
after  so  much  anticipation  the  result  is  harder  to  bear. 
The  reported  recovery  of  some  of  its  fishing  reputation  by 
the  Wye  at  Buxton  wiU  be  welcome  news  to  our  city 
men,  who  have  for  many  years  visited  this  resort,  which 
has  suft"ered  terribly  by  various  causes,  perhaps  not 
referred  to,  and  cartainly  best  forgotten. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Last  Saturday  heavy  rain  fell  in  some  parts  of  Lincoln- 
shire, and  the  trout  streams  derived  mujh  benefit  from 
the  downfall.  Sport,  however,  has  not  yet  generally  com- 
menced ;  but  as  the  waters  have  undergone  a  welcome 
improvement  during  the  past  fortnight,  it  is  expected  that 
anglers  will  prosecute  operations  as  soon  as  the  weather  is 
milder  and  there  are  more  flies  on  the  water.  This  week 
a  cold  north-east  wind  has  prevailed,  and  the  frosty  nights 
and  mornings  have  all  been  opposed  to  sport.  Those  who 
have  had  a  trial  have  captured  a  few  trout  in  the  evenings, 
but  the  fish  have  not  been  at  aU  active,  and  little  has  con« 
sequently  been  done. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  the  18th  the  Moss  Side  Socials  held  aa  ordinary 
meeting  at  headquarters,  the  members  attending  in  force. 
It  was  a  very  busy  night.  The  committee  will  meet  on  the 
2oth  to  select  dates  and  adopt  rules  for  the  championship 
matches  nsuaUy  fished  during  the  season.  Every  care  is  to 
be  taken  to  make  these  events  very  attractive.  Another 
item  receiving  their  attention  is  the  selection  of  the  team 
to  compete  for  the  Bridgwater  Challenge  Shield,  and 
when  the  team  is  selected  it  ought  to  practise  on  the 
water,  for  it  is  admittedly  difficult  to  fish  at  any  time. 
Manchester  anglers  are  crying  out  about  the  sale  of  small 
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RultaMons,  "Descriptive  Circu* 
lar.  Price  List,  Sc.,  tree. 
J.  WHITE&CO..T,Q.,London. 

228,  I'iccndilly  (first  floor). 
Two  doors  from  Hayma  -kct. 
Ksf.  .iO  Years.  Female  ■Attemliuif. 
it  inferior  imitations.    NOT  sold  by  ihe  Stores  fArmy  !f  Nary,  ^rj 

KlNDLT  5IKNTION   THIS  MaG.^ZINK. 


FOR  PRESERVING 


As  supplied  by  all 
Chemists,  or  direct  from 


SCHERING'S 
FORMALIN 


The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd., 


Ziondou,  E.C. 


Telephone : 
6611. 


H.  WHITTY, 

15,  BASNETT   STREET,  CHURCH   STREET,  LIVERPOOL 


Telegraph : 
"  Fishing,  Liverpool." 


GLASS    MINNOW  TRAPS 


By  means  of  these  iTraps 
Minnows  can  be  taken  in  a 
few  minutes,  saving  all  the 
expense  of  procuring  and 
keeping  a  stock. 

The  first  day's  catch  wil 
amply  repay  for  the  small 
outlay. 


SOLD  BY 

HENRY  WHITTY 

15,  Basnett  Street. 

Price  2/8  and  3/6  each. 
With  'Wibb  Peotectors, 
3/6  and  4/6  each. 

Rods,  Flies,  and  Tackle  to  suit  all  wants.  Also  Specialities  made  to  order. 

CA-T^LOG-TJ  ES  G-rtATIS.  

B£i>i?ga<iris  for  Anglers. 

GREAT  SALE. 

BEST  QUALITY 

'&ils  &  Tackle 


AT  ASTOUNDING  PRICES. 

In  consequence  of  shortly  removing  our  busines"!,  we  are  now  offering  the  whole 
of  our  valuable  First  Quality  RODS,  EEELS,  LINES,  &o.,  at  great  sacrifice,  to  clear 
at  once. 

NO  ANGLER   SHOULD   DELAY  EARLY  INSPECTION. 


308,    HIGH    HOLBORN.  LONDON. 

Fjilh/  lllnsf rated  Catalogue,  sent  Post  Free,  ttvo  Stamps. 

A   SEITSIBI.E   FANiriEB   AT  I.AST. 

THE  AIREDALE  CREEL. 


Elegant,  durable,  light,  and 
strong  ;  enamel  lining ;  easily 
cleansed.  Holds  141b.  of  fish, 
and  will  keep  them  moist  and 
fresh  without  leakage.  Formji 
dry  and  comfortable  seat.  Made 
with  or  without  hole  in  lid. 
Weight,  2ilb.  to  2k\h. 


FBICE : 

FLY-FISHERS'  CREEL, 

In  best  polished  walnut,  14/6. 


SENT  ON  APPROVAL. 


Carriage  free.  Cash  with  order 


JAfllES  T.  P.CKER^GILL,  44.  MARKET  PLACE,  KEIGHLEY.  Y0RK8, 


SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

ON   THE  TWEED, 

Near  St.  Boswell's, 

TO  LET, 

For  May.  With  or  without  small  house. 
Apply.  Mrs.  Hodgson  Wright,  Halifax 


The  Old  Favourite." 

MAX  GREGER'S 

CARLOWITZ 

SAFEST, 
SOUNDEST 

Dinner  Wine. 

PURE 

HUNGARIAN 
BURGUNDY^ 
From  ISh  per  doz. 
Ot  all  wine  Merchants  and  OrocerB« 


See  that  every  Cork  bears  the  brand  "  MAX  GREGER," 
Without  it  the  Wine  is  not  Genuine. 


The  ITCHEN  RIVER 

TROUT  BREEDING  ESTABLISHMENT 

Supplies  all  Varieties  of  TROUT  for  STOCKING 
Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Ponds. 

EYED  OVA,  FEY,  YEARLINGS,  1-2,  and  3  YEAR  OLDS 

N.B. — These  fish  are  bred  from  ova  taken  from  wild  trout,  and  are 
raised  in  fenced  off  runs  of  this  river,  thus  they  are  fully  supplied  with 
natural  food  brought  down  by  the  stream,  and  therefore,  when  turned  out 
into  new  waters,  ai-e  far  better  suited  to  find  their  own  food  than  the  general 
run  of  (hand  fed)  artificially  raised  trout. 

Address-Y.  CORRIE,  Esq.,  CHILLAND,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


MAPLE  &  CO 

Tfie  "  RUSSELL"  SHUTTER-FRONT  WRITING  TABLE 


The  "RUSSELL"  WRITING  TABLE  in  Oak,  with  paneUed 
sides  and  back,  and  having  numerous  fitted  drawers,  pigeon-holes, 
slides,  &c.,  the  whole  automatically  closing  with  one  operation, 
4ft.  2in.-  ^     JBS    6  0 

Revolving  Chaib  to  match ...       .,,       ...       ...    •••       ••■     12  6- 

"  The  '  Eussell '  Table  is  just  the  thing  for  a^busy  and  oft-interrupted 
man." — D.Q.S. 

The  Largest  Selection  of  Furniture 

For  Libraries,  Offices,  Board  and  Committee  Rooms,  Banks, 
and  Consulting  Rooms  in  the  World. 
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troat  and  coaraa  fish.  It  will  be  diffioult  to  stop  the  sale 
of  the  former,  but  the  latter  is  possible  to  stop.  Nothinsf 
could  be  plainer  than  the  law  on  this  point.  Mr.  C. 
Walmesley,  having  jast  recovered  from  a  Eerious  illness, 
signalised  the  event  last  Saturday  with  a  basket  of  four 
brace  of  averaged  size  trout.  Mr.  Smithers  has  also  been 
doing  weU  amongst  the  trout,  averaging  three  and  a  half 
brace  for  three  days  at  Easter,  in  private  Cheshire  waters. 
On  the  19th,  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association  held  their 
April  meeting.  The  members  were  able  to  congratulate 
one  another  on  the  good  fishing  obtained  on  their  waters 
at  Easter.  Naturally  and  by  character,  in  previous  years 
the  best  fishing  is  later ;  the  river  is  known  as  late,  but 
this  time  it  is  an  exception.  Does  it  foretell  an  exceptional 
year  ? 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A  few  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  some  of 
our  small  tributary  streams  during  the  past  week.  These 
fieh  are  now  getting  into  nice  condition,  and  are  chiefly 
being  taken  on  the  March  Brown,  fished  wet.  Several 
lots  of  fine  bream  have  been  taken  at  Thorpe,  near 
Norwich  ;  baskets  of  fifteen  to  twenty  good  fish  have  been 
taken  in  a  day.  Eoach  are  feeding  well  at  Brundall.  On 
Saturday  last  a  Norwich  gentleman  killed  forty -five  fish, 
all  over  lib.  each.  On  Monday  a  nice  lot  of  dace  was 
taken  at  Hellesdon,  on  the  Wensum.  The  waters  are  all 
in  fine  c  jndition,  and  for  a  short  time  longer  roach  may  be 
killed  in  fair  quantities.  They  are  in  splendid  condition, 
and  give  capital  sport. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

_  The  Trent  has  fined  down  rapidly,  and,  after  the  big 
rise,  salmon  anglers  were  out  to  enjoy  sport  at  such 
favourite  resorts  as  Shardlow  and  King's  MUls.  The 
Devon  Minnow,  using  as  a  spinner,  ought  to  prove  the 
most  killing  bait.  Eels  have  been  runm'ng  upwards  in 
considerable  quantities,  and  certain  fishermen  do  not 
hesitate  to  fish  for  them.  They  run  the  risk  of  bsing 
detected.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Geo.  Clarks,  of  the  Shoulder 
of  Mutton  and  the  Waltonian  Associations,  have  just 
presented  him  with  a  costly  pike  fishing  outfit,  supplied  by 
Mr.  Chas.  Jackson,  of  the  Piscatorial  Depot,  Canal-street, 
in  this  city.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Inspector 
Bowley,  of  the  City  Police  Force,  in  the  presence  of  a 
representative  gathering  of  anglers,  presided  over  by  Mr. 
John  Truman,  the  popular  president  of  the  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  Society.  During  last  season,  Mr.  Clarke,  who 
is  the  host  of  the  Windsor  Castle,  Sneinton-road, 
was  ia  at  the  death  of  several  pike  exceeding  201b.  each, 
and  these,  I  believe,  adorn  the  walls  of  his  famous  hostelry. 
The  prizes  won  in  connection  with  the  Portland  Arms 
Club,  Coalpit-lane,  were  distributed  on  Tuesday  night, 
the  winner  in  the  barbel  class  receiving  a  Coxon  Aerial 
reel  of  the  best  class ;  and,  as  regards  these  reels,  I 
ought,  perhaps,  to  mention  that  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co., 
Standard  Works,  Eedditch,  have,  through  the  trade, 
reduced  the  price.  On  Thursday  night  the  half-yearly 
dinner  of  the  Waltonian  Society  took  place  at  head- 
quarters, the  Blue  Ball  Inn,  Peek-lane,  and  in  my  next 
I  hope  to  publish  a  list  of  prizss.  Secretaries  of  clubs 
enjoying  railway  priiileges  are  asked  to  communioite  with 
the  local  manager  by  postcard,  which  will  be  issued  shortly 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  most  particular  of  fishermen  could  not  have  desired 
better  weather  for  his  favourite  sport  than  that  which 
has  favoured  the  Sheflield  district  during  the  pist  week. 
The  rain  that  fell  at  Easter  has  had  the  effect  of 
thoroughly  scouring  and  cleansing  the  rivers,  and  the 
result  hag  been  that  there  has  been  a  good  volume  of 
witer.  The  Derwent  has  been  greatly  improved,  although 
occasionally  the  sudden  rushes  of  porter-coloured  water 
from  the  woodlands  has  interfered  with  fishing.  In  the 
Bamford  and  Hathersage  districts  some  very  good  sport 
ha8_  been  obtaiaed,  the  private  waters  at  Hathersage 
having  furnished  trout  of  excellent  size  and  condition. 
At  Matlock  Bridge  fishing  has  been  very  satisfactory,  a 
good  number  of  rodsters  having  been  out.  The  takes 
met  with  have  been  of  a  gratifying  character,  several 
brace  per  rod  having  been  caught.  The  members  of  the 
Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society  have  done  very  well  in 
their  private  waters  near  Wingfield,  and  the  stocking 
operations  they  undertook  a  short  time  ago  are  being  well 
repaid.  With  both  maggots  and  dock  grubs  (hay  have 
secured  some  nice  fish,  but  the  weightiest  specimens  have 
been  caught  with  the  aid  of  live  minnows.  The  river 
Sheaf  still  appeals  strongly  to  those  who  do  not  care  to 
.wander  far  from  home,  and  near  Millhouses  Station  some 
very  good  fish  have  been  taken.  Thel  other  local  stream, 
the  Loxley, "has  also  provided  several  fishermen  with 
decent  sport. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  proper  April  weather — sunshine 
and  rain.  For  several  days  the  wind  was  in  the  south,  and 
the  atmosphere  humid  and  mild,  but  since  Sunday  it  has 
been  in  the  east,  and  sport  has  fell  off  considerably;  but  on 
no  day  has  it  been  good,  either  on  pubKc  or  private  water, 
and  the  take  of  trout  has  been  small.  Fly,  minnow,  and 
worm  has  been  tried,  and  by  experienced  anglers,  but  they 
were  not  on  the  feed.  There  has  been  a  nice  drop  of  fresh 
water  in  the  Severn,  and  it  was  hoped  the  rise  would 
bring  some  fresh  salmon  up  the  river.  The  nets  have 
been  out,  but  the  fisherman's  toil  in  most  cases  was  in 
v^n.  I  have  heard  of  but  three  fish  being  taken  between 
Worcester  and  Tewkesbury  Weir  all  the  week,  and  one  of 
the  men  says  he  has  seen  but  one  gillin?  taken  this  season, 
and  they  should  have  been  running  freely  last  month,  and! 
indeed,  earlier.  Anyhow,  they  don't  seem  to  hive  come 
so  far  as  yet.  Several  kelts  have  been  seen  going  seaward 
during  the  week,  and  I  am  told  some  of  the  unattached 
anglers  have  had  a  fair  take  of  samlets,  which  is  to  be 
regretted ;  but  with  one  water  bailiff  with  thirty  or  forty 
miles  of  water  to  look  after,  it  seeais  impossible  to  prevent 


it,  and  Ihe  rivers— the  Teme  in  particular— are  full  of 
them.  One  angler  told  me  he  carefully  unhooked  and 
returned  over  twenty  to  the  water.  He-na,  fishing  with 
the  worm. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  on  most  of  the  rivers  during  the  holidays 
appears  to  have  been  fairly  successful,  notwithstanding 
the  too  tearful  character  of  the  April  showers,  which  inter- 
fered somewhat  with  the  pursuit.  Trout  were  tiken  from 
the  Wharfe,  the  Yore,  and  the  Swale,  and  anglers  did  not 
fare  badly,  either,  on  the  Derwent  and  the  Esk.  York- 
shire fishers  who  visited  the  banks  of  the  Eamont  have  had 
only  moderate  sport.  York  local  anglers  who  ventured  far 
from  home  did  not  meet  with  adequate  reward,  retnrnicg, 
for  the  most  part,  with  small,  if  occasionally  the  pro- 
verbially "nice,"  laskets.  The  most  suitable  casts  for 
trout  on  Yorkshire  streams  in  April  include  the  following : 
(1)  March  Brown,  Spanish  Needle,  Little  Early  Brown, 
and  Dark  Bloa;  (2)  Partridge  and  Yellow,  Dotterel  and 
Yellow,  Dark  Watchet,  and  Spider  Fly  (sand  gnat) 
An  important  fishery  case  was  heard  at  Harro 
gate  Police  Court  on  Tuesday.  John  Eggleston, 
naturalist,  Greta-terrace,  Sunderland,  was  chargeci 
by  Mr.  Farrer  Stead,  fishery  inspector  to  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board,  on  three  indictments— two  for 
selling  salmon  roe,  and  one  for  being  in  possessicn  of 
unclean  salmon.  Mr.  Stead  said  the  case  was  of  im- 
portance to  the  fiehery  district  generally.  For  some  years 
the  defendant  had  been  in  the  habit  of  selling  salmon  roe, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Cartman,  of  Harrogate,  had  received 
several  tins.  With  regard  to  the  case  of  uncliai 
salmon,  the  defendant  had  tried  to  protect  himself  by 
saying  that  he  "kept  none  on  the  premises."  Thomas 
Caitman,  jun.,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Conservative  A. A., 
Harrogate,  said  be  wrote  to  the  defendant  in 
reference  to  supplying  Ealmon  roe,  and  his  reply  was  that 
"  pounds  were  worth  gold,  but  he  could  send  boxes." 
Witness  had  had  cDnsiderable  experience  in  the  breeding 
of  fish.  Prosecutor  took  the  roe  producad  into  the 
hatchery,  and  washed  it,  and  found  tbat  it  was  the  ova  of 
salmon.  On  March  31  he  received  a  further  parcel  from 
the  defendant,  which  he  handed  to  Mr.  Stead.  Defendant 
advertised  in  several  papers.  John  Brook  Dowson,  post- 
office  official,  Sunderland,  proved  the  receipt  of  an  order 
cashed  in  London,  at  Bedford-street,  Strand,  which  was 
an  infringement  of  the  postal  order  arrangement.  Mr. 
Stead  said  the  defendant  was  reported  in  1896  for  selling 
ting  of  salmon  roe,  and  also  in  1897.  Defendant  said  he 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  selling  the  tins  for  years,  and  he 
had  never  received  any  warning  from  the  Fishery  Board. 
He  got  the  roe  from  Norway.  The  Bench  fined  the 
defendant  lOs,  in  each  case  and  costs,  £i  Is.  3d.  in  all. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for- the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,'] 

FISHING  ON  THE  CAM. 
Sir,— Having  frequently  been  asked  by  anglers  at  a 
distance  questions  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  river  Cim,  with 
your  kind  permission  I  will  gire  a  few  particulars. 

The  Cam,  from  Cambridge  to  within  about  four  miles  of 
Ely,  or,  as  is  generally  known  here  as  "  Pope's  Corner," 
the  junction  of  the  Old  West  river,  is  free  to  anglers  all 
the  year,  except  during  the  close  season,  viz.,  from 
March  15  to  June  15,  inclusive;  and  anglers  who  may  be 
on  holiday  should  be  cautious.  The  Old  West  li^er,  or 
Bedford  Ouse,  from  "  Pope's  Comer  "  to  about  one  mile 
below  Ely  Bridge,  is  free  fishing,  and  is  subject  to  the 
close  season ;  but  from  about  this  point  (the  Fantail 
MiU)  for  the  next  four  miles  is  hired  by  the  Cambridge 
and  Ely  Angling  Society  from  the  South  Level  Commis- 
sioners. A  keeper  is  employed  to  watch  this.  This 
society  has  the  privilege  of  fishing  up  to  May  1  in  this 
particular  water. 

Littleport  Station,  at  the  end  of  this  hired  water,  is 
open  to  anglers'  tickets  all  the  year  round,  for  this 
reason  :  That  about  half  a  mile  down  the  river  is  a  post 
showing  the  boundary  of  Norfolk  county,  and  the  Norfolk 
rivers  not  being  subject  to  the  close  season,  anglers  can 
fish  here,  and  as  far  as  Brandon  Creek,  all  the  year  round. 

Here  the  Little  Ouse  joins  the  main  river,  and  excellent 
sport  can  generally  be  had  at  various  spots  ,up  this  river 
to  Brandon  in  Norfolk.  The  most  convenient  railway 
station  is  Lakenheath. 

As  before  mentioned,  the  Bedford  Ouse,  or  Old  West 
river,  from  St.  Ives  to  Earith  Bridge,  is  subject  to  close 
season,  as  well  as  down  to  its  junction  with  the  Cam.  If, 
therefore,  London  anglers  and  others  will  kindly  note 
these  particulars,  which  are  gathered  from  reliable 
information,  it  will  save  my  having  to  reply  to  private 
letters  on  the  subject. — I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c  , 

W.  J.  COBNWELL 

(Hon.  Sec.  Jolly  Anglers'  Society). 
P.S. — Some  anglers   from  London  last  year  were 
cautioned  about  fishing  at  Bottisham  Locks  in  the  close 
season,  and  a  plea  of  ignorance  of  the  law  will  not  serve 
them  m  the  future.  ____ 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 
Sir.— I  am  desirous  of  getting  a  httle  trout  fishing  this 
spring,  and  feel  in  great  doubt  as  to  where  to  go  for  it. 

I  want  comparatively  easy  fishing,  for  I  find  at  seventy 
I  can't  scramble  about  and  walk  the  distances  I  could 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago.  My  wife,  who  usually 
aocompinies  me,  is  rather  an  invalid,  and  cannot  stand  a 
great  deal  of  fatigue. 

Can  some  brother  angler  kindly  suggest  a  place  where  we 
cotild  go  m  May  or  June,  wher?  fair  sport  mijht  be 


obtained,  combined  with  nice  scenery?  Perhaps  lake 
fishing  principilly  would  suit  me  best. 

Is  Tal-y-Lyn  good  now  ?  The  lake  there  is  close  to  the 
little  inn,  and  jou  can  step  at  once  into  the  boat  and  b?gin 
fishing  at  once.  No  doubt  there  are  many  such  quarters 
as  I  require  if  I  only  knew  of  them.  1  shall  feel  mcst 
grateful  for  any  information.— Yours  faithfully, 

P.S.— If  undesirable  (o  make  a  place  too  public,  a  line 
may  be  sent,  addressed  to  me  at  the  Ftshinj  Gazette 
office,  which  I  know  the  editor  will  kindly  forward. 


HOOKING  POWERS  OF  EYED  HOOKS. 

Deae  Sib,— In  reply  to  "  F.  L.  S.'s  "  letter  in  your 
paper  of  April  9,  regarding  the  hooking  powers  of  eyed 
hocks  or  those  tied  to  gut,  my  experience  is  that  used 
singly  they  are  equal,  but  if  a  second  fly  is  used  as  a 
dropper,  the  hook  as  dropper  isbsst  tied  to  gut. 

The  advantages  of  the  eyed  hooks  are,  however,  in 
many  respects  so  great,  both  as  to  wear  and  tear,  that  1 
alway  use  them  ;  and  also,  when  the  gut  is  at  ail  worn,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  break  it  off,  retieit,  and  the  fly  is  as  good 
as  ever.  Personally,  I  prefer  the  upturned  eyed  hooks 
and  use  the  Turle  knot.— Yours  truly,  G  A  C 


FISHING  NEAR  SOUTHWOLD. 
De.\r  Sir,— In  reply  to  query  of  Mr.  Stevens  in  issue 
ot  April  2,  regarding  above,  I  stayed  at  Southwold  for  the 
first  time  last  August,  and  found  some  coarse  fishing 
in  the  river  Blyth  (which  enters  the  sea  just  south  of 
Southwold),  at  the  village  of  Wenhaston,  on  the  Scuth- 
wold  Railway,  near  to  Halesworth  Junction,  on  the  G.E. 
Railway.  'This  portion  of  the  river  being  advertised  at 
the  local  railway  sta'ijnsas  ''  preserved  "  ;  day  tickets.  Is. 
of  the  station  master,  Wenhaston.  The  river  run's 
through  Farmfields  from  Halesworth,  held  in  by  some  old 
locks  ;  IS  very  sluggish  and  winding,  clear,  but  weedy,  and 
appears  neglected  ;  muddy  bottom,  and  not  very  wide 
(about  same  as  the  New  River) ;  easy  for  bank  fishing  ; 
best  spots  at  the  bends,  in  the  openings  among  the  weeds' 
and  nearer  the  old  mill  than  otherwise.  ' 

Eels  abound,  and  take  every  bait  when  not  wanted 
Roach  in  fair  quantity  and  quality.  Fishing  Lea  style  • 
tight  hne  ;  caught  most  with  paste,  §lb.  to  IJIb.  Rudd 
numerous  and  large,  but  shy,  as  usual,  and  diffisult  to 
catch.  A  few  pike  in  certain  places.  Catching  some  rice 
dace  with  blowline  and  fly  (eleven  dace  and  two  roach,  to 
be  correct)  in  a  small  overflow  stream  crossing  the  station 
read,  tried  a  gut  paternoster  among  the  wa'er  lilies 
in  an  overflow  pool  by  side  of  the  river,  and  soon  caught  a 
brace  of  jack,  and  saw  others. 

While  sitting  in  hiding  between  some  bushes,  with  roach 
pole  out,  m  a  very  hot  sun,  had  the  delightful  experience 
of  that  jewel  of  a  bird,  the  kingfisher,  perching  for  a  rest 
on  the  end  of  my  rod,  and  stajing  there  two  to  three 
minutes  for  me  to  admire  in  silence  the  lovely  creature. 

Another  time,  while  returning  at  dusk,  disturbed  an 
otter  feasting  oa  the  bank.  So  it  is  a  fisherman's  country 
at  least,  and  quite  worth  a  day  off  from  the  seaside,  even 
if  not  quite  so  full  cf  promise  for  a  heavy  bag  as  Beetles 
might  t)e,  only  about  twelve  miles  further  on. 

I  did  not  hear  of  any  local  club  at  Southwold,  and  should 
think  the  fishing  would  be  "open"  in  June.— Yoars 
'"^y.    Feedeeic  Theak. 

CHAMOIS  LEATHER  AS  A  GUT  PRESERVATIVE. 

.^'^—'^^e  following  personal  experiences  of 
Chamois  Leather  as  a  Gut  Preservative  "  may  possibly 
be  of  interest  to  some  of  your  readers  : 

In  1893,  while  turning  out  an  old  cabinet  (which  had 
been  warehoused  since  '87)  I  came  across  some  fine  salmon 
casts ;  two  or  three  of  these  were  wrapped  in  a  pie  e  cf 
ch  amo  s  leather,  the  others  lying  loose  on  the  shelf. 

On  testing  these  oasts,  I  was  surprised  to  find  that, 
while  the  latter  were  more  or  less  rotten,  and  prac'icaUv 
useless,  the  former  (thos3  in  the  leather)  were  perfeotlv 
sound.  ' 

It  ocjurred  to  me  that  perhaps  there  might  be  some 
natural  grease  or  oil  in  the  skin  which  preserved  the  gut. 
As  an  experiment,  I  made  myself  a  pouch,  with  half  a 
dozen  pockets  to  hold  casts. 

I  have  used  this  pouch,  and  another  made  for  trout 
casts,  for  the  past  four  seasons;  during  that  time  I  have 
never  lost  a  fish  from  rotten  gut.  I  may  mention  that 
last  season  I  used  casts  that  had  been  doins  duty  at 
intervals  for  three  or  four  seasons,  and  that  on  one  of  th» 
original  fine  salmon  cists  I  "bagged  a  brace"  of  fish 
weighing  231b.  and  221b.  last  "  back-end."  I  see  that 
"  Farlow  "  has  brought  out  a  pouch  of  a  similar  kind  this 
season.  My  advice  to  those  who  do  not  care  to  mate 
their  own  is,  "  get  one.  '  _____  Ubiqce, 

WADING  AND  RHEUMATISM. 
Dear  Sir, — Possibly  my  case  may  encourage  "  Wren- 
tail."  I  have  only  had  one  bad  attack  of  rheumatism  in 
my  life,  and  that  was  occasioned  in  th-3  following  manner  : 
One  morning,  befcra  breakfast,  I  went  down  to  the  river 
to  look  for  a  heron,  in  my  slippers.  Unfortunately  for  me, 
as  it  turned  out,  a  mallard  got  up,  which  I  winged,  and 
the  bird  fell  into  the  river.  I  at  once  followed  the  bird's 
example  in  my  eagerness  to  retrieve  the  bird,  and  got  my 
n^ht  knee  wet.  I  was  wearing  knickerbockers.  I 
changed  my  stockings,  but,  alas,  not  the  knickerbockers  ! 
and  fished  all  day  in  wadiog  stockings.  I  lelt  uncom- 
fortable aU  day  in  my  right  knee.  In  a  few  days  I  had  an 
acute  attack  cf  rheumatism  in  my  right  knee,  and  it 
continued  for  some  weeks. 

With  regard  to  the  wearing  of  wading  stookings,  I  find 
that  many  persons  do  not  appreciate  the  importance  of. 
wearing  two  pairs  of  stockings  under  the  waders.  When 
two  pairs  are  worn  the  inevitable  condeased  vapour,  is 
^bsbrbed  by  the  outer  stocfa'ng,  and  the  inner  stocb'ng 
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remains  dry.  In  addition,  should  the  water  be  cold,  the 
warmth  of  the  leg  is  much  promoted  hy  the  extra  stocking. 

Perhaps  it  may  encourage  "Wrentail"  by  my  stating 
that  when  the  rheumatism  ceased  I  at  once  resumed 
wading  without  any  evil  effects. — Yours  truly, 

  Harby  Druidale. 


THE  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Sir,— As  regards  the  rainbow  trout,  I  can  testify  that  in 
three  streams  at  least  it  is  a  dead  failure.  Some  years  ago 
it  was  introduced  into  the  upper  Amblere,  in  Germany. 
No  specimen  of  over  5oz.  was  ever  caught.  I  ciught  ten 
little  fish  myself  with  fly ;  about  a  dozen  others  were 
caught  with  worm,  the  rest  completely  disappeared. 

It  was  also  introduced  into  the  Boeg,  near  Namur,  in 
Belgium,  in  some  water  which  I  rented.  The  Amblere  is  a 
clear,  rapid  stream,  and  the  native  fith  run  three  to  the 
pound.  The  Boeg  is  a  slow,  deep  stream ;  the  native 
trout  run  lib.  to  41b.  apiece,  yet  no  one  has  ever  caught  a 
rainbow  trout  there  over  Jib.  in  weight.  The  fish  of  4oz. 
did,  indeed,  rise  greedily  to  fly  (unlike  those  on  the 
Amblere)  in  one  spot.  I  need  not  say  that  I  avoided  that 
spot,  they  were  quite  a  nuisance ;  but  out  of  that  spot  they 
were  rarely  seen,  and  in  two  successive  years  they  do  not 
seem  to  have  grown  at  all.  One  could  sse  them  rising 
quite  plainly  as  one  walked  along  the  stream. 

At  the  end  of  last  summer,  when  fishing  for  grayling  in 
an  Ardennes  stream,  I  hooked  a  small  rainbow  trout.  I  was 
told  they  had  been  introduced  some  years  back,  but  very 
few  had  been  caught,  and  none  of  any  size. — I  am, 
yours,  &o.,  ^  A.  K. 

Galway,  April  3. 

FORMALIN— A  WARNING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  very  glad  to  see  in  your  last  issue  a 
warning  to  fishermen  concerning  the  danger  of  formalin, 
especially  as  it  is  sold  openly  to  anyone  who  wishes 
to  buy  it,  without  a  caution  as  to  its  properties.  The 
weak  solution  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  fish  is,  of 
courss,  less  likely  to  give  trouble  than  the  much  stronger 
solution  used  in  photography,  but  even  in  its  dilute  form 
it  will  destroy  the  cuticle,  and  cause  an  eczematous 
eruption  on  tender  skins,  while  its  effect  on  the  eyes  and 
nose  is  very  similar  to  that  caused  by  a  severe  cold  in  the 
head.  With  more  prolonged  use  it  is  said  to  cause  necrosis 
of  the  tissues  of  the  nose  and  other  serious  evils.  Used 
with  proper  care,  of  course,  no  trouble  need  accrue  from 
its  employment,  but  as  some  years  ago  I  suffered  severely 
from  the  ill-effects  of  this  dangerous  solution,  before  I 
knew  of  its  properties,  I  take  leave  to  express  my  opinion 
that  you,  sir,  in  calling  attention  to  the  matter,  have 
added  one  more  to  the  many  valuable  lessons  for  which 
fishermen  are  indebted  to  the  Fisliing  Gazette. — Yours 
faithfully,   Charles  Hussey, 

OMAGH  ANGLING  CLUB. 
Dear  Sir, — A  paragraph  in  your  issue  of  the  9th  inst., 
re  Mourne  prospects,  is  somewhat  misleading,  notably 
that  portion  where  allusion  is  made  to  the  "  Omagh 
Angling  Club  having  entered  on  a  crusade  against  the  pise 
in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Strule."  In  reality  we  have 
very  ftw  pike  fishers  in  the  club,  the  majority  preferring 
brown  trout  fishing.  There  are  three  monetary  prizes 
this  month  for  the  trout  competition,  and  only  one  for 
pike.  Already  we  have  had  very  good  results.  On  the 
first  day  of  the  open  season  (April  1)  one  of  our  members 
was  able  to  put  on  exhibition  a  fine  specimen  of  the  Salino 
fario  scaling  21b.  lloz.  This  was  followed  a  few  days 
later  by  another  weighing  21b.  loz.  Some  very  good 
baskets  have  been  taken  since  the  season  opened.  As  yet 
very  few  pike  huve  been  taken,  and  these  were  of  a  small 
size. — Yours,  &c.,  A.  Connoiiy,  Hon.  Sec. 


WADING  AFTER  NEURITIS. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  reply  to  "  WrentaU's"  letter 
on  wading  after  neuritis,  I  should  say  that  there  would  be 
no  Ukelihocd  of  recurrence  if  he  did  not  repeat  his 
imprudent  exposure  during  the  last  shooting  season,  which 
brought  on  the  neuritis  from  prolonged  exposure  to  cold, 
and  very  probably  fatigue  of  continued  walking  of  some 
hours.  I  would  endorse  your  very  good  advice  in  your 
editorial  remarks  at  the  end,  viz.,  to  see  that  the  legs  are 
well  covered  with  long  stockings.  I  myself  put  on  a  pair 
of  thick  cycling  stockings,  which  reach  above  the  knees, 
and  over  them  a  pair  of  thick  socks  to  bring  over  the  lower 
edge  oi  the  trousers,  to  keep  the  same  in  position  when 
drawing  the  waders  on. 

A  pair  of  socks  to  be  worn  also  over  the  waders  them- 
selves, to  save  the  waders  and  to  prevent  small  pebbles 
constantly  getting  in  between  the  brogue  and  wader. 
Further,  I  should  advise  that  (if  a  walk  of  a  mile  or  more 
has  to  be  taken  to  get  to  the  fishing  or  home  again)  the 
waders  be  taken  off  and  carried,  and  by  having  a  dry  pair 
of  socks  to  put  on,  they  assist  in  filling  the  brogues,  and 
so  add  to  the  comfort  of  walking,  and  further  tend  to 
keep  up  the  warmth  of  the  legs  after  taking  off  the 
waders  on  walking  home.  On  arriving  at  your  inn  or 
home  change  everything,  rub  the  lower  limbs  well  with 
a  dry  towel,  and  don't  forget  that  the  clothes  you  have 
used  to-day  must  be  sent  down,  and  see  that  they  are  very 
wall  dried  before  using  on  the  morrow. — Yours  truly, 

Liverpool.  Richard  Humphreys. 

PERMANGANATE    OF   POTASH   AS  A  DIS- 
INFECTANT FOR  DISEASED  FISH. 

Dear  Sir.— If  you  refer  to  the  Fishi7}g  Gazette  of 
April  24,  1897,  you  will  find  I  wrote  about  this  very 
matter.  I  have  recommended  it  fi)r  several  years,  as  you 
will  see  by  turning  up  your  old  papers.  I  do  not  think  we 
can  give  the  credit  to  the  Deutsche  Fischerei  Zeitung,  or 
to  Prof.  Oltramare,  but  such  belongs  to  England.  I 
distinctly  remember  recommending  It  in  the  year  when  so 


many  of  the  salmon  were  infected  with  fungus  in  the 
Scotch  rivers,  and  have  used  it  to  a  great  extent  since. — 
Yours  truly,  William  Hearder,  Ph.D. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

[We  find  that  Mr.  Hearder  did  recommend  the  usa  of 
permanganate  of  potash  on  April  24, 1897,  in  our  columns, 
but  not  quite  in  the  manner  referred  to  in  the  Gazette 
last  week.  He  said  that  he  found  that  by  taking  diseased 
fish  out  of  tanks,  wiping  the  diseased  spot,  and  applying 
a  weak  solution  of  permanganate  of  potash,  and  then 
coveiing  it  with  a  o  sating  of  collodion  to  keep  the  water 
from  it,  it  was  in  nearly  every  case  a  perfect  cure.  But 
this  would  be  a  very  diflioult,  if  not  impissible,  thing  to 
do  on  a  large  scile.  As  far  as.  we  know.  Professor  Oltra- 
mare's  experiment  of  disinfecting  with  permanganate  of 
potash  a  e  msiderable  body  of  water  in  which  the  fish  were 
fnst  dying,  and  saving  them,  was  the  first  of  the  kind. 
We  ought  to  have  remembered  Mr.  Hoarder's  letter, 
thcugh  it  would  want  a  much  finer  memory  than  we 
possess  to  remember  all  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
articles,  letters,  notes,  &o.,  which  we  have  published 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  But  Mr.  Hearder  wiU 
admit  there  is  an  immense  difference  between  applying 
permanganate  in  single  cases  of  fish  out  of  wat(  r  and  in 
putting  it  into  a  pond  to  cure  fish  wholesale.  Salt  has 
long  been  recommended  for  usj  on  fungus  on  fish  in  the 
way  Mr.  Hearder  describes. — Ed.1 


WET  FLIES  AND  THE  LIKE. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  gratefully  acknowledge  "  White  Headed 
Novice's  "  best  regards,  and  to  express  my  hearty  appre- 
ciation of  the  genial  and  kindly  tone  of  his  communica- 
tions. He  sets  us  all  a  good  example,  and  one  by  which 
some  militant  controversialists  at  this  moment  on  the  war- 
path should  profit. 

Your  correspondent,  it  appears,  does  not  approve  or 
practise  anything  that  could  be  at  all  fa'rly  described  as 
a  "  darting  up  and  across  stream  under  the  surface  "  of  a 
March  Browa  or  the  like,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  quite 
right.  And  the  more  we  all  disapprove  of  such  a  thing, 
the  stronger  grows  my  contention,  and  the  more  I,  as  an 
humble  theory  grinder,  am  pleased.  For  I  speak  from 
the  fullest  personal  knowledge  when  I  fay  that  thousands 
of  trout  are  killed  annually  in  these  islands  which  are 
angled  for  in  the  way  I  describe.  And  all  salmon  are 
angled  for  in  this  way  with  the  fly.  The  upward  "  dart," 
of  course,  is  only  a  matter  of  an  inch  or  two,  but  it  is  a 
dart  all  the  same.  Yes  ;  here  is  a  method  of  fishing,  so 
bad  that  "  W.  H.  N."  is  good  enough  to  write  and  give 
us  a  very  pleasing  description  of  a  better,  and  yet  it  kills 
its  ample  thousands  on  scores  of  rivers  where,  to  my  own 
personal  knowledge,  the  upstream  "natural  motion" 
angler,  baffled  and  disheartened,  had  to  fall  away  from 
origiual  righteousness,  and  even  join  the  ranks  of  the 
scoffing  Philistines. 

From  which  I  conclude  that  the  unnatural  motion  does 
not  disconcert  fish  ;  that  they  are  possibly  familiar  with 
it  ;  that  they  may  owe  this  familiarity  to  aquatic 
"  beasties  "  ;  that  the  motion  itself  is  sometimes  so  fasci- 
natingly suggestive  as  to  be  irresistible ;  and  that  this  may 
be  so  when  the  "  fancy  "  fly  happens  to  be  in  other  ways 
beside  motion  suggestive  of  a  favourite  "  beastie." 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  always  fish  upstream  myself  if 
possible ;  but  the  character  and  extent  of  one's  water  have 
much  to  do  with  this.  The  question  of  upstream  v.  down- 
stream fishing  is  not  one,  I  think,  to  be  settled  in  a 
paragraph,  but  it  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that  the 
enormous  advantage  of  concealment  which  the  former 
affords  to  the  angler  determines  the  matter  so  long  as 
there  is  nothing  very  strong  and  special  to  be  urged  on 
the  opposite  side.  But  I  absolutely  decline  to  allow  a 
hair's  weight  of  consideration  to  the  "  natural  movement  " 
theory,  a  priori,  with  wet  fly.  By  its  fruit  ye  shall 
know  it. 

Your  correspondent,  "  W.,"  also  seems  to  take  me  as 
recommending  an  erroneous  "stroke-hauling"  kind  of 
fishing,  and  consequently  I  must  apologise — and  not  for 
the  first  time,  I  am  sorry  to  say — to  your  readers  for  my 
inability  to  make  my  meaning  clear.  Nothing  was  more 
remote  from  my  intentions  than  to  recommend  or  condemn 
anything,  nor  for  a  moment  did  I  mean  it  to  be  understood 
that  all  wet-fly  men  were  stroke-haulers.  I  am  a  wet-fly 
man  myself,  and  aim  at  lightness  and  delicacy  of  touch 
for  all  I  am  worth,  and  really  I  think  your  correspondent 
take  my  little  harmless  fling  at  the  wet-fly  man  as  a 
"  beastie  fisher  "  a  bit  too  seriously. 

Surely,  if  a  simple,  tmsophisticated  Highlander,  for 
instance,  were  to  gaze  on  a  Jock  Scott  for  the  first  time  as 
it  was  being  "  worked  "  on  the  tail  of  a  Dee  or  Spey  pool, 
and  take  it  for  a  living  thing,  he  would  stigmatise  it  on 
the  spot  as  an  "  uncanny  beastie,"  and  a  fearsome  one  at 
that.  And  the  downstream  wet-fly  trout  angler  would 
probably  fare  no  better.  "  What  harm,  sir,"  said 
Johnson  to  Goldsmith,  "does  it  do  a  man  to  call  him 
Holofernes  ?  "  and  which  of  us  is  the  worse  to  be  called 
a  "  beastie  fisher  ?  " — Yours,  &c.,  Mona. 


DO  TROUT  EAT  COHIXM^ 
Sir, — It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I  see  that 
your  correspondent,  who  writes  under  the  heading  of 
"  Beetles  and  B.  Flats,"  has,  in  commencing  his  study  of 
entomology,  begun  with  such  an  excellent  little  work  as 
Miall's  "Aquatic  Insects,"  as  it  is  the  best  work  for 
beginners  that  has  yet  appeared.  I  should,  however,  like 
to  point  out  that,  though  as  the  author  in  his  preface 
says,  he  intended  it  especially  to  help  young  raturalists, 
it  requires  more  than  a  fortnight  to  absorb  even  a  small 
part  of  it  thoroughly. 

Fortunately,  it  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  hide  the  fact 
of  previous  ignorance  expressed  in  print,  by  glossing  it 
over  with  rapidly  and  superficially  acquired  knowledge. 
Here  we  have  a  man  who,  flome  weeks  ago,  called  Corixx 


beetles  ;  he  even  attempted  to  support  this  statement,  and, 
at  the  same  time  accused  him,  who  pointed  out  the 
mistake,  of  pedantry,  and  now  he  wishes  to  start  an 
argument  as  to  whether  the  anterior  wings  of  Corixse  are 
true  wing  cases. 

Unfortunately  for  him,  he  exposes  his  recent  ignorance 
by  trjing  to  show  off  his  still  more  recent  knowleidge,  for 
I  made  this  statement  a  month  ago,  and  your  corres- 
pondent passed  it  over. 

Until  he  learns  a  little  more  it  will  be  useless  to  try  to 
point  out  to  him  that  the  anterior  wings  of  the  Corixse, 
which  Miall  in  a  popular  work  calls  "  elytra,  or  wing 
covers,  somewhat  like  those  of  beetles,"  and  which 
Furneaux  says  are  "  commonly  spoken  of  as  eljtra,"  are 
not  true  wing  cases,  like  those  of  beetles.  In  beetles  the 
wing  cases  are  simply  covers  for  the  wings,  their  internal 
margins  meeting  exactly  in  the  middle  Ime,  and  are  not 
used  in  flying,  whilst  in  Heteroptera  the  anterior  wings 
are  — -  wings,  used  in  flying,  and  folding  over  each 
other. 

With  regard  to  the  quotation  from  Mr.  Halford,  !  am 
afraid  that  I  shall  never  succeed  in  making  your 
correspondent  understand  that  Mr.  Halford  has  written 
another  book  since  the  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  which  ^ 
appeared,  I  believe,  in  '88.  The  work  I  refer  to  is  "Dry. 
Fly  Entomology,"  published  last  year. 

You  yourself,  sir,  quoted  the  passage  which  I  have 
already  pointed  out  to  your  correspondent,  and  with 
reference  to  this  very  question,  "  Do  trout  eat  Corixse  >!  " 
However,  as  your  correspondent  wUl  not  accept  either 
your  word  or  mine  as  to  this  quotation,  it  seems  useless  to 
give  it  again.  Whatever  Mr.  Halford's  opinion  wa?  in  '88, 
it  had,  through  greater  experience,  entirely  changed  in  '97, 
for  he  says,  on  page  136  of  "  Dry  Fly  Entomology,"  that 
"the  genus  of  insects  most  usually  found  in  trout,  in 
addition  to  those  generally  described  in  the  fly  fisherman's 
list,  is  one  of  the  Corixse."  .  -  \ 

He  should  realise  that  his  quotations  are  probably  as 
comparatively  out  of  date  as  is  his  scientific  education  in 
arguing  with,  or  rather  abusing  in  a  contradictory  manner, 
those  about  whom  he  knows  nothing. 

If  your  correspondent  has  got  true  freshwater  shrimps 
in  his  aquarium,  they  must  have  different  habits  to  those 
in  the  south.  I  will  not  enter  into  an  account  of  their 
habits,  as  it  would  take  up  too  much  space,  but  will_ refer 
him  to  an  article  on  the  freshwater  shrimp,  by  me,  in  the 
current  number  of  the  Field. 

As  to  calling  Corixie  beetles,  because  that  word  would 
be  more  likely  to  be  understood,  I  cannot  understand  why 
your  correspondent  uses  the  word  hug  so  frequently  in  his 
letters,  and  applies  it  so  freely  to  everything  but  the 
Corixa,  which  is  a  bug. 

As  I  said  before,  my  only  object  in  writing  to  you  was 
to  prevent  errors  being  perpetuated  through  the  ignorance 
of  an  irresponsible  writer.    Such  people  as  these  do  more 
harm  than  any  other  class,  as  they  prevent  those  who 
really  have  a  desire  for  true  sport,  and  a  sound  knowledge, 
which  may  help  that  sport,  from  giving  to  others  the  advan- 
tage of  any  little  matter  they  may  find  out.    For,  should 
the  unlucky  man,  who  has  made  some  little  step  forward,  • 
publish  this  little  step ;  or,  through  the  knowledge  he  may  i 
possess,  try  to  prevent  errors  being  generally  accepted,  he  J 
lays  himself  open  to  bang  called  all  sorts  of  abusive  and  | 
disgusting  names  by  one  of  this  class,  which  is  fortunately 
small.     As  your  correspondent  has  not  proved  that  a 
Corixa  is  a  beetle,  or  any  other  statement  he  has  made, 
or  disproved  a  word  I  have  said,  and  I_am  tired  of  seeing  ^ 
aspersions  on  my  personal  character  in  print,  I  am  afraid  i 
I  shall  not  be  inclined  to  continue  a  discussion  which 
he  has  rendered  futile  through  his  having  indulged  in 
what  he  calls  chaff,  but  which  I  consider  personal  abuse. — 
Yours,  &o.,    Charles  Walker. 

FISHING  AT  JEDBURGH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  spending  a  few  days  at 
Jedburgh,  being  fond  of  fly  fishing,  pould  you,  or  any 
of  your  readers,  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  best 
livers  and  time  to  go,  and  also  what  flies  are  the  best  to 
use,  and  if  there  is  any  charge  for  fishing  the  rivers,  and 
if  there  is  any  good  private  accommodation  to  be  had  ? 
"Any  other  information  will  be  gladly  accepted  by — Yours, 
&c,,  Smoke  Fly. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  66,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

7977.    Thomas  Mason  Grants  Glasgow :  Improvements 
in  fishing  hooks. 

8403.  Arthur  Jeffs  and  James  Inches,  6,  Finkle-street, 
Stockton-on-Tees :  A  novel  or  ,  improved 
arrangement  for  automatically  guiding  trawl 
warps  and  the  like  on  to  the  barrels  of  trawl 
winches  or  other  winding  gear. 
26,332.  Trawling  gear,  patentees,  A.  Kay,  17,  Restairij;- 
terraoe,  and  J.  Cunningham,  39,  Pitt-street, 
Bonuington,  both  in  Leith.  Otter  Boards. — 
These  are  made  of  two  sheets  of  metal  bolted 
together  with  wooden  strips  between  to  form 
an  air  chamber  at  the  top  of  the  board.  _  The 
shear  chains  are  attached  symmetrically, 
so  that  the  boards  can  be  used  either  end  first. 
In  a  modification ,  the  board  is  built  up  of 
battens. 


A  Gentleman  strolling  along  the  beach  of  a  fishing 
town  saw  a  man  filling  a  basket  with  fine  large  mackerel. 
"  Fine  large  fish  you  have  got- there,  my  man,"  said  he. 
"  Ay,  sir,"  replied  the  fisherman,  "  it  wadna  tak'  mony  o' 
thae  tae  mak'  a  hunder'." 
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A  NORWEGIAN  CRUISE. 


That  the  minor  trials  with  which  Dame  For- 
tune afflicts  the  angler  are  innumerable,  and 
many  of  them  difficult  to  accept  with  becoming 
resignation,  goes  without  saying;  but,  generally 
speaking,  they  are  looked  upon  by  that  long- 
suffering  individual  as  merely  "in  the  day's 
work,"  and  borne  accordingly.  Every  now  and 
again,  however— fortunately  at  infrequent  inter- 
vals— a  catastrophe  takes  place  of  dimensions  so 
appalling  as  to  necessitate  strong  measures  in 
order  to  mitigate  in  some  degree  the  agony  of  its 
memory.  Such  an  event  drove  us  to  Norway  at 
a  time  of  the  year  when  very  few  British  anglers 
dream  of  crossing  the  North  Sea,  or  imagine  that 
there  is  anything  to  be  gained  by  so  doing. 

It  had  been  hard  enough  to  stand  with  philo- 
sophy a  month  of  east  witd,  bright  sunshine,  and 
dead  low  water  on  a  crack  Highland  spring  river ; 
but  when,  on  the  last  day  of  our  visit,  after  a  five 
hours'  struggle  with  one  of  theiargest  salmon  we 
ever  saw  (not  excluding  the  splendid  specimens 
from  Tay,  Shannon,  and  Christchurch  Avon, 
which  Mr.  Grove  so~  frequently  displays"  upon  his 
historic  slab  in  Bond  -  street),  our  favourite 
Golden  Empress  with  a  vicious  swish  trans- 
ferred its  facile  affections  from  the  fish's  jaw  to 
the  hinder  portion  of  "  Black  Angus' "  kilt,  we  at 
once  recognised  the  arrival  of  that  well-known 
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article — the  last  straw,  With  minute  care  we 
extracted  the  erring  insect  from  our  gillie's 
garment ;  silently  we  replaced  it  and  our  19ft.  of 
greenheart  in  their  proper  receptacles — the  occa- 
sion was  one  to  which  the  most  eloquent  judge  or 
colonel  in  the  United  States  could  not  have  done 
justice^and  within  three  hours  we  were  flying 
south,  in  the  wake  of  that  magnificent  express 
engine,  named  by  her  doting  driver  and  his  fire- 
man "  Maggie  Lauder."  As  swift  Maggie  devoured 
space,  over  and  over  again  we  fought  the  fight 
that  had  terminated  so  disastrously.  Had  we,  in 
order  to  prevent  his  sulking  in  the  slack  water 
at  the  side,  rushed  the  fish  too  hard  down  the 
Red  Stream  ?  Had  we  been  too  lavish  with  the 
butt  in  guiding  him  through  the  intricacies  and 
dangers  of  the  Minister's  Pool ;  or,  again,  when 
forcing  him  round  the  Pu'pit  Rock  ?  Had  we 
slackened  upon  him  for  a  single  instant  through- 
out the  prolonged  duel  ?  To  each  and  all  of  these 
conundrums  there  was  but  one,  or  rather  no 
reply  ;  and,  like  Mark  Twain,  when  roused  from 
his  peaceful  slumbers  during  the  sermon  by  the 
preacher  demanding  in  loud  tones,  "  Why  was 
man  made  to  mourn  ? "  We  "  gave  it  up." 
Before  reaching  the  fair  city  of  Perth  we  learned 
from  the  columns  of  that  most  excellent  paper, 
the  Scotsman,  that  a  Wilson  boat  was  sailing  next 
day  for  Norway,  and  the  following  night  we  were 
on  board  her,  beating  out  of  the  Humber  in  the 
teeth  of  a  north-easterly  gale,  a  distinctly  un- 
pleasant proceeding.  There  was  only  one  other 
saloon  passenger,  a  fisherman,  bound  to  the 
Mandal — an  early  river — and  with  him,  before 
reaching  Christiansand,  we  had  gone  through 
the  entire  angler's  alphabet  as  understood  in 
Norway — 

S  was  the  salmon  that  never  would  rise, 
T  was  the  twaddle  they  talked  about  flies, 

&c,  &c. ;  and  by  the  time  the  steamer  had  passed 
the  Feverder  Light,  at  the  entrance  to  the 
Christiania  Fjord,  we  had  become  more  recon- 
ciled to  our  lot. 

On  reaching  Skien  by  train  from  the  capital, 
we  were  informed  that  the  snowfall  on  the  south- 
westem  f  jelds  during  February  and  March  had 
been  very  heavy,  and  that  the  resulting  flood 
would  be  correspondingly  so,  of  course;  but 
no  great  rise  in  the  temperature  having  yet 
occurred,  the  boats  were  still  able  to  make  their 
way  up  the  river  to  the  Bandak  Lake  through  the 
sluices — those  magnificent  specimens  of  engineer- 
ing skill  and  patience,  by  means  of  which  the  falls 
and  rapids,  amounting  in  aggi-egate  height  to 
nearly  200ft.  within  a  distance  of  thirteen  and  a 
half  miles,  of  a  formidable  river  have  been  over- 
come, and  the  great  inland  water  systems  of 
Thelemarken  rendered  accessible  to  vessels  from 
the  sea.  The  number  of  tons  of  rock  excavated 
during  the  course  of  this  formidable  undertaking, 
the  volume  of  water  which  in  its  various  stages 
the  river  transmits,  and  many  other  details, 
although  interesting  no  doubt,  3o  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  this  modest  paper.  We  may, 
however,  be  permitted  to  state  that  at  the 
"  Vrangfoss,"  now  a  perpendicular  and  imposing 
fall  90lt.  high,  the  waterway  is  carried  up  a 
height  of  over  75ft.  by  means  of  six  locks,  the  one 
immediately  succeeding  the  other,  and  all  quarried 
out  of  the  solid  rock. 

A  vision  of  beauty  is  Thelemarken  in  early 
June.  Range  upon  range  of  mighty  hills  crested 
and  mantled  with  snow,  their  precipitous  sides 
clothed  with  dark  pine  trees  and  adorned  with 
broad  ribands  of  falling  water,  their  bases  decked 
out  with  patches  of  brilliant  green ;  great  lakes 
which  reflect  in  their  calm  depths  the  mountains 
among  which  they  lie  embosomed ;  and  mighty 
rivers,  bearing  seawards  the  melted  snows  of 
thousands  of  square  miles  of  forest  and  fjeld. 
Few  and  far  between  are  travellers  during  this 
the  most  delightful  period  of  the  Norwegian 
summer,  and  the  angler  may  wander  from  one 
charming  spot  to  another  without  fear  either  of 
excessive  competition  or  of  overcrowding. 
-  There  are  big  trout  to  be  caught  by  trolling  on 
the  lochs,  and  as  the  temperature  of  airland  water 
rises,  good  sport  is  to  be  had  with  the  fly ;  but  as 
altitude  is  all  iinportant,  discretion  must  be  exer- 
cised in  regard  to  the  localities  visited  thus  early 
in  the  year.  In  this  connection  we  recall  the 
experiences  of  a  friend  who,  greatly  enamoured 
of  the  sport  which  he  had  enjoyed  casting  from 
the  shore  of  a  certain  remote  hill  loch  in  the 
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South  Trondhjem  Amt,  returned  the  following 
year  provided  with  a  Berthon  boat,  by  aid  of 
which  he  of  course  expected  to  do  great  things. 
Unfortunately,  he  paid  his  second  visit  in  June 
instead  of,  as  in  the  first  instance,  August,  with 
the  result  that  he  found  the  lake. still  frozen  over, 
and  that  a  pair  of  skates  would  have  been  of  more 
use  than  a  trout  rod !  And  so  in  Thelemarken, 
although  so  much  further  south,  on  the  occasion 
to  which  we  now  refer  we  passed  in  the  beginning 
of  June  through  a  district  lying  some  2200ft. 
above  sea  level,  where  the  lakes  were  sheeted  over 
with  masses  of  ice  in  process  of  disintegration, 
and  where  the  roads  were  in  a  condition  which 
rendered  driving  a  very  doubtful  pleasure,  huge 
holes  and  snowdrifts  alternating  with  seas  of  mud 
and  big  boulders.  Speaking  generally,  it  is  well 
not  to  attempt  to  fish  the  lakes  in  Thelemarken 
which  lie  higher  than  500ft.  before  the  middle  of 
June.  But  by  that  time  in  an  ordinary  year  the 
heat  of  the  sun  begins  to  neutralise  to  a  certain 
extent  the  efllect  of  the  immense  volumes  of  snow 
water  which  for  weeks  have  been  discharging 
from  the  mountain  fastnesses,  and  during  the  day 
at  any  rate  the  trout  leave  the  deep  water  where 
they  have  spent  the  winter,  and  rise  freely  to  the 
fly.  About  the  20  th  we  began  to  make  excellent 
baskets  of  fish,  in  good  condition,  on  a  chain  of 
lakes  situated  at  a  height  of  1500ft.,  while  several 
large  specimens  were  taken  by  trolling  with 
natural  baits.  Were  the  operations  of  the  natives 
confined  to  dragging  small  fish,  mounted  on 
formidable  flights  of  hooks,  behind  their  boats,  it 
would  not  matter.  Unfortunately,  such  is  not 
the  case,  and  incalculable  is  the  extent  of  fine 
trouting  water  which  is  ruined  by  the  use  of  the 
"Otter."  The  so-called  flies  employed  in  con- 
nection with  these  abominable  contrivances  are 
frequently  of  the  rudest  description,  and  calculated 
to  make  the  modem  angler  open  his  eyes  very 
wide  indeed.  But  miraculous  though  it  may 
seem,  these  truly  remarkable  combinations  of  fur 
and  feather  attract  great  numbers  of  fish,  which 
are  either  captured  or  make  their  escape  in  a 
mutilated  condition.  Much  mischief  is  done,  too, 
in  autumn,  and  at  that  time  of  the  year  in  many 
districts  the  net  and  the  spear  are  mercilessly 
used  in  the  rivers  and  "  baeks "  among  the 
spawning  trout. 

That  in  a  country  so  largely  frequented  by 
foreign  anglers  as  is  South-Western  Norway  such 
destructive  practices  should  stiU  be  so  general 
appears  singular,  but  a  good  many  owners  are 
beginning  to  recognise  that  it  answers  better  to 
protect  their  water,  and  the  fly  fisherman  can 
often  secure  sport  superior  to  that  obtainable  from 
the  rural  inns  by  putting  up  at  some  out  of  the 
way  farm  and  paying  a  small  sum  for  the  right 
of  angling  in  the  neighboui-hood  during  the  period 
of  his  stay. 

The  number  of  good  lakes  in  Thelemarken  ia 
legion,  and  to  refer  to  them  in  detail  would  be 
impossible.  Perhaps  the  very  best  is  the 
"  Mjosvand,"  whence  flows  the  "  Maane  Elv," 
which  forms  the  mighty  Rjukanfoss  ;  but  lying, 
as  it  does,  at  a  considerable  elevation,  it  does  not 
fish  before  July.  We  had  no  opportunity  of 
personally  experimenting  upon  any  portion  of  its 
wide  surface,  for  while  occupied  in  admiring  the 
majestic  waterfall  aforesaid,  and  its  grand 
surroundings,  a  shoal  of  professional  tourists 
turned  up,  and  we  incontinently  fled. 

To  those  accustomed  to  the  speed  of  the  Scotch 
Express  and  such  like  trains,  the  journey  from 
Christiania  northwards  to  Roraas  is  apt,  in  spite 
of  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  through  which  the 
line  passes,  to  grow  monotonous ;  but  on  this 
occasion  the  tedium  was  somewhat  relieved,  as 
far  as  we  were  concerned,  by  the  presence  of  two 
native  lawyei-s,  who,  to  judge  from  their  con- 
versation and  festive  demeanour,  had  recently 
been  doing  some  very  profitable  business  in  the 
way  of  sub-letting  so-called  salmon  rivers  to 
unwary  British  subjects.  The  methods  and 
modus  operandi  oi  the  Norwegian  "  agent  "  and 
his  confreres  have  been  so  frequently  and  fully 
exploited  in  the  columns  of  the  EngUsh  Press, 
that  those  who -are  now-taken  in-by  the  plausible 
accounts  and  descriptions  of  native  speculators  in 
such  ware  have  themselves  only  to  blame.  _  But  if 
large  sums  are  to  be  paid  for  the  privilege  of 
fishing  fourth  or  fifth  rate  salmon  water,  it  seems 
unfortunate  that  these  should  not  go  into  the 
pockets  of  the  riparian  owners  themselves  instead 
of  into  those  of  "  pettifogging  attorneys  "  of  the 
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type  of  the  gentlemen,  who,  presuming  upon  a 
foreigner's  ignorance  of  their  language,  edified  us 
so  extremely  as  the  train  climbed  slowly  up 
beautiful  Osterdal. 

Here,  and  in  this  connection,  it  may  not  be 
inappropriate  to  describe  briefly  a  certain  well 
advertised  river  with  which  we  are  personally 
intimate,  and  which  would  seem  to  point  a  moi-al. 

The  river  in  question  is  formed  by  the  junction, 
at  a  distance  of  about  sixteen  miles  from  the 
mouth,  of  two  streams,  each  of  which  flows  from 
a  considerable  chain  of  lakes.  Be- 
tween the  points  of  exit  from  the 
Jakes  and  the  confluence  there  is  no 
obstacle  whatever  to  the  ascent  of 
migi'atory  fish,  nor  is  there  any  upon 
the  main  river  until  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  sea.  Here  there  is  a  some- 
what formidable  fall,  beyond  which, 
up  to  about  ten  years  ago,  practically 
no  salmon  went.  A  ladder,  however, 
was  constructed,  which,  so  far  as 
giving  fish  access  to  the  upper  water, 
may  be  desci-ibed  as  quite  successful. 
In  July  and  August  the  inquirer  may 
easily  satisfy  himself  on  this  point 
by  watching  them  traverse  the  par- 


water  above,  it  is  beneath  contempt.  From  the 
above  it  will  be  seen  that  a  genius  is  not  required 
to  compose  a  description  of  this  river,  at  once 
attractive,  highly  deceptive,  and  literally  true, 
while  the  impression  obtained  from  a  personal 
inspection  wovild  almost  certainly  be  a  favourable 
one.  On  the  other  hand,  a  season  spent  upon 
its  banks — in  so  far  at  any  rate  as  catching 
salmon  is  concerned — would  be  absolutely  wasted. 
Upon  those  who  contemplate  indulging  in  that 
very  expensive  luxury  "a  river  in  Norway,"  the 
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Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  Messrs.  Cassell  and 
Co.,  Limited,  we  are  able  to  give  our  readers 
specimens  of  the  illustrations  in  their  delightful 
work  entitled,  "  Rivers  of  Great  Britain,"  one  of 
the  most  attractive  volumes  an  angler  could 
imagine.  This  handsome  work  is  full  of  illustra- 
tions, most  of  them  done  in  the  best  style  of  the 
art  of  wood  engraving  —  an  art  which,  un- 
fortunately, is  too  good  for  the  present  day. 


Derwentwatee    from  Scafeli,. 
(From  "  Bivers  of  Great  Britain.' ) 


Fairy  Glen,  Bettws-y-Coed. 
(From  "  Bivers  of  Crreat  Britain.") 

tially  artificial  channel  among  the  rocks.  Imme- 
diately above  the  foss  there  are  six  or  seven  miles 
of  water  useless  for  angling  purposes,  and  of  a 
semi-lake-like  character,  but  beyond  that,  and  all 
the  way  up  to  where,  at  any  rate,  one  of  the  con- 
fluents aforesaid  issues  from  its  parent  lake, 
there  is  a  series  of  pools  and  streams  calculated 
to  make  one's  mouth  water.  As  formerly,  and 
before  the  construction  of  the  pass,  the  fishing  in 
the  short  reach  between  it  and  the  sea  continues 
excellent ;  in  the  long  tract  of  splendid  looking 


necessity  for  being  placed  in 
direct  correspondence  with 
previous  English  tenants 
thereof  cannot  be  too  strongly 
urged,  and  amongst  the 
queries  which  it  is  desirable 
to  put  is  the  one,  "  With 
what  species  of  lure  were  the 
bulk  of  the  fish  caught  ?  " 
There  are  many  Scandinavian 
streams  where,  owing  to  the 
continual  use  of  spinning 
baits,  fish  can  now  rarely  be 
induced  to  rise  to  the  fly ;  and, 
as  if  that  were  not  enough, 
the  prawn  has  of  late  years 
been  introduced  with  destruc- 
tive effect.  But  although 
the  object  of  the  modern 
angler  is  too  frequently  to 
make  a  bag  by  hook  or  by 
crook,  there  still  are  a  good 
many  sportsmen  who  derive 
no  pleasure  from  di'agging 
spoons  and  phantom  min- 
nows through  the  water,  and 
who  would  not  give  a  £5  note  for  a  river,  where, 
in  order  to  catch  fish,  it  was  necessaiy  to  use  those 
evil-smelling  delicacies  called  prawns.  Rtjgde. 

{To  he  continued.) 


The  text  of  this  woi'k  is  by  various  hand^. 
For  instance,  "  The  Southern  Chalk  Streams 
and  "  The  Rivers  of  Lancashire  and  Lakeland," 
are  by  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  whose  chapters  give  the 
book  an  added  value  in  the  eyes  of  anglers, 
though,  of  course,  in  a  general  work  like  this,  i 
even  such  favourite  trout  streams  as  Itchen  and  I 
Test  can  only  be  lightly  touched  upon.    We  did  s 
not  know  before  that  the  Test  is  ten  miles  longer  | 
than  her  sister  stream  the  Itchen.  1 
It  is,  of  course,  impossible  in  a  newspaper  to  ? 
give  such  finish  to  illustrations  as  in  a  work  of 
art  like  this,  printed  on  heavy  plate  paper ;  but 
we  can  confidently  advise  those  who  contemplate  1 
giving  themselves  or  somebody  else  a' handsome 
present  to  make  a  note  of  it.    We  shall  have  to 
refer  to  this  work  again  presently. 


The  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  will  hold  a 
smoking  concert  at  the  Sun  Hotel  on  Monday, 
at  8  p.m.,  on  behalf  of  the  Kingston  Hospital. 
Ladies  and  friends  are  invited. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  MAINE  LAKES. 

f Continued  from  page  289.J 
By  Chaelbs  W.  Stevens. 
Now,  a  smoke  usually  proceeds  from  a  fire,  and 
a  fire  on  a  steamboat  outside  of  its  own  legiti- 
mate domains,  unless  it  be  at  the  end  of  a  cigar 
or  in  the  bowl  of  a  pipe,  is  not  a  thing  to  be 
especially  desired,  and  the  more  I  snuffed  the 
stronger  grew  the  smell ;  so  up  I  got,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  a  tour  of  investigation  through  the 
saloon,  down  between  decks,  forward  and  aft. 
For  five  ci-owded  minutes,  accompanied  by  one  of 
the  ofiicers  of  the  boat,  to  whom  I  communicated 
my  suspicions,  and  who  divided  with  me  the 
honours  of  the  smell,  did  I  search  for  that  fire  ; 
when  suddenly  I  felt  something  hot  drop  upon  a 
bald  spot  I  wear  on  the  top  of  my  head.  Now 
surely  there  was  cause  for  alarm  :  taking  off  my 
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hat,  a  felt  one,  the  origin  of  the  fire  was  found ; 
a  spark  from  the  smoke  stack  had  lodged  upon 
the  crown  of  my  hat,  and  committed  an  act  of 
incendiarism.  Rather  ludicrous  it  seemed  to 
strike  my  friends,  but  I  was  never  able  to  see  the 
joke  in  the  same  light  which  they  did.  Why 
should  I  ?  I  told  my  wife,  as  I  climbed  into  the 
upper  berth,  that  it  was  a  serious  subject :  the 
boat  might  have  been  on  fire ;  and,  giving  a  final 
twist  to  her  locks,  that  woman  who  had  sworn  to 
"love,  honour,  and  obey,"  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing,  actually  laughed.  I  always  get  the  better 
of  that  back  hair  in  the  morning,  and  usually 
enjoy  about  forty  winks  while  it  is  being 
tortured  into  shape;  but  this  morning  the 
boat's  crew  seemed  to  take  especial  delight 
in  banging  away  below  us,  while  above  our 
heads  the  water  bucket  and  the  broom  were 
doing  active  service.  Sleep  after  four-  o'clock 
was  under  these  circumstances  something  which 
the  inventor  of,  probably  not  having  been 
similarly  situated,  had  neglected  to  provide  for, 
and  therefore  we  did  the  next  best  thing — lay 
awake  till  a  reasonable  hour  for  getting  up 
arrived,  and  the  coloured  cabin-boy  had  notified 
us  by  numerous  knocks  upon  our  state-room  door 
that  our  absence  would  not  be  seriously  missed. 


tall  peaks  of  the  White  Hills  in  the  far  distance 
for  a  background. 

Two  o'clock,  and  away  we  go.  "  All  aboard," 
has  been  shouted  by  our  veteran  conductor 
(Gould)  ;  and  a  dejected  old  gentleman  views 
with  despair  his  trunk — which  he  has  neglected 
to  check — on  the  platform,  as  we  pass  out  of  the 
depot.  Just  a  glimpse  of  the  mammoth  pier 
which  was  built  for  the  Great  Eastern,  when  the 
would  make  the  "  natural  seaport  "  her  first  port 
of  entry,  but  which  time  never  came  ;  a  glance  at 
the  new  marine  hospital  at  Westbrook,  with 
White  Head  towering  up  in  the  distance — and 
we  are  rattling  off  into  a  charming  country, 
dotted  hex-e  and  there  with  such  farmhouses  as 
only  one  can  see  in  New  England  from  the 
window  of  a  railroad  car. 

"  Goin'  a-fishin'  P  "  accompanied  with  a  poke  on 
my  left  shoulder,  drew  my  attention  from  a  pretty 
farm  picture  on  which  I  was  gazing,  to  a  rural 
specimen  of  the  genus  homo  on  the  seat  behind 
me.    "  What  der  yer  'spect  ter  ketch  ?  " 

"  Anything,  sir,  that  will  rise  to  afly ;  wouldn't 
object  to  a  salmon,  but  will  be  content  with  a 
trout." 

"  Rise  to  a  fly  !  Guess  if  they  rise  to  flies 
you'll  see  lots  of  fish." 


On  the  Conway. 
(Froai  "Bivers  cf  Great  Britiio.'  ) 


We  then  held  a  council  of  wai-,  and  decided  to 
dress — one  at  a  time,  as  the  limited  capacity  of 
our  room  did  not  admit  of  much  sociability  in 
that  proceeding.  Our  toilets  completed,  we  were 
met  in  the  saloon  by  Charlie,  who  confessed  to  a 
good  night's  rest  and  a  prodigious  desire  for 
breakfast.  Proceeding  to  the  wharf,  we  were  met 
by  a  most  gentlemanly  person,  who  kindly  pro- 
posed to  take  us  in  his  carriage  to  the  Falmouth 
Hotel  or  to  any  other  place  in  the  "  natural  sea- 
port "  which  we  might  wish  to  visit.  In  fact,  I 
think  we  must  have  been  looked  upon  as  rather 
important  personages,  as  several  gentlemen  joined 
him  in  offering  the  use  of  theii-  carriages.  We, 
however,  accepted  the  first  invitation,  and  were 
soon  enjoying  a  splendid  breakfast  with  mine 
host  Wheeler  at  the  Falmouth. 

The  train  on  the  Grand  Trunk  on  which  we 
were  to  leave  for  Bryant's  Pond  Station  not 
leaving  until  two  o'clock,  we  had  abundant  oppor- 
tunity to  enjoy  a  drive  about  the  beautiful  city  of 
Portland,  the  Promenade  (so  called)  around 
Munjoy  Hill  giving  us  a  fine  view  of  Casco  Bay, 
with  its  numerous  islands  ;  and  that  around 
Bramhall'a  Hill,  at  the  western  extremity  of  the 
city,  a  view  of  the  surrounding  country,  with  the 


"  Oh  !  then  trout  are  plentiful  this  season,  are 
they  ? " 

"  Don't  know  nothing  about  trout,  but  flies  air. 
Where  jer  from  ?  " 
"  Boston." 

"  Where  yer  going  ?  " 

"  Upper  Dam,  Richardson  Lake." 

"  Sho  !  she  going,  too  ?  " 

"  Tes." 

Fishing  ?  " 
"  Certainly." 

"  Gosh !  Cummin'  all  the  way  from  Boston  to 
go  a-fishin'.    Not  in  them  clo'es,  is  she  ?  " 

We  explained  that  our  fishing  outfit  was  quite 
different  from  our  present  dressj  and  that  we  were 
accustomed  to  roughing  it.  The  idea  of  our 
'•  cummin'  all  the  way  from  Boston  to  go  a-fishin', 
and  she  goin',  too,"  so  impressed  the  old  gentle- 
man that  he  lapsed  into  profound  meditation,  and 
we  heard  nothing  more  fi-om  him  till  we  stepped 
from  the  car  at  Bryant's  Pond,  when  I  overheard 
him  say  to  an  old  lady  opposite,  "  Jess  think  of 
it !  He  said  they'd  come  all  the  way  from 
Boston  to  go  a-fishin'." 

The  stage  coach — that  old-fashioned,  charming 
vehicle  of  locomotion  which  we  had  been  advised 


would  be  in  waiting  to  take  us  to  Andover — 
greeted  our  vision  as  we  alighted  from  the  train  ; 
and,  scrambling  for  outbide  seats,  we  little 
heeded  the  remark  of  our  driver,  that  "she 
wouldn't  ballance  unless  some  of  us  got  inside." 

Get  inside?  Not  much.  We  had  anticipated 
this  glorious  ride  too  much  for  that.  So  we 
stowed  our  luggage  on  the  lower  deck,  with  one 
or  two  way-passengers,  and  kept  our  lofty  seats, 
hugging  to  them,  and  to  each  other,  as  we  sped 
away  right  merrily  downhill  and  uphill,  stopping 
now  and  then  to  deliver  a  lean  mail-bag  to  some 
female  government  attaclu',  who  would  cast  shy 
glances  at  the  members  of  the  party  on  the  out- 
side, who  "cum  all  the  way,"  Xc,  and  then  trip 
gaily  back  to  the  post-ofiice  to  sort  the  mail,  and 
guess  at  all  the  contents  of  the  letters. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  LATE  MR.  WILLIAM  FARNELL 
WATSON. 


No  death  in  recent  years  has  caused  such  a 
blank  in  the  ranks  of  Scotch  salmon  anglers  as 
that  of  Mr.  William  Farnell  Watson,  of  Henfold, 
Dorking,  and  Woodend,  Aberdeenshire,  which 
occurred  last  Christmas  at  his  home  in  England, 
after  a  short  but  fatal  illness.  Mr.  Watson  was  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and,  in  the  expectations  of  his 
friends,  one  likely  to  enjoy  the  sport  he  loved  so 


The  i.vte  Mr.  Faexell  Watsox. 

well,  of  which  he  was  truly  as  enthusiastic  and 
successful  an  exponent  as  ever  lifted  rod  or  cast  a 
fly,  for  a  long  period  of  years.  Biit  it  had  been  willed 
otherwise,  and  to-day  another  hand  now  guides 
the  deftly  cast  fly  over  the  teeming  pools  of  the 
Woodend  fishery,  while  he  has  reeled  in  and 
crossed  the  stream  before  us. 

Fourteen  years  ago  he  took  the  Woodend  water, 
one  of  the  "  tit  bits"  of  the  middle  Dee,  Ijing 
half  -  way  between  Banchory  and  Kincai-dine 
O'Neil,  and  affording  a  sure  cast  for  either  a 
spring  or  autumn  salmon,  or  a  gi-ilse  in  summer. 
In  fact,  along  with  the  adjacent  beats  on  Black- 
hall  Castle,  and  the  Cairnton  or  Inchmarlo  waters, 
we  know  of  no  other  reach  in  broad  Scotland 
where  as  certain  salmon  angling  might  confidently 
be  looked  for  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and,  as  a 
proof  of  this,  his  basket  usually  averaged  between 
150  and  200  fish,  spread  all  through  the  season, 
from  February  to  October.  Prior  to  this,  he  held 
the  Cairnton  for  a  season  or  two ;  but  once  on  the 
Woodend  water,  he  stuck  tenaciously  to  it,  and 
his  last  season,  when  he  landed  320  fish,  was 
certainly  his  best,  although  he  saw  many  very 
good  ones  in  his  day. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  remark  that  Mr.  Farnell 
Watson  was  a  sportsman  of  the  first  order,  but 
an  angler  before  everything  else,  and  equally  at 
home  looking  for  pike  in  the  loch  or  making  a 
basket  of  summer  trout  as  he  was  in  luring  and 
killing  the  I'oyal  denizens  of  the  Dee,  Spey,  or 
Tay,  although  latterly  his  attentions  were  entirely 
confined  to  the  first-named  river.  His  best  day 
on  the  Dee  yielded  him  thirteen  fish  to  his  own 
rod,  exclusive  of  those  killed  by  his  gillie.  This 
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was  one  day  in  the  spring.  Another  day,  and 
only  this  time  last  year,  he  and  his  gillie  (John 
Mortimer)  had  nineteen  between  them,  all  got 
between  eleven  and  three  o'clock ;  and,  as  he  told 
the  writer,  who  was  with  him  on  the  following 
day,  they  laboured  hard  to  make  the  twenty,  but 
without  success,  although  they  hooked,  partly 
ran,  and  lost  two  others.     His  heaviest  autumn 

fish  was  -lllb.,  and  his  heaviest  spring  fish  271b.  

an  extraordinary  weight  for  the  Dee,  where  the 
vast  ma  jority  of  the  early  spring  migration  run 
about  6hlh.  and  71b.,  and  seldom  turn  the  balance 
above  101b. 

Mr.  Farnell  Watson  was  always  accompanied 
by  Mrs.  Farnell  Watson  in  the  spring  and  autumn, 
unless  otherwise  prevented  by  family  reasons. 
She  is  a  first-rate  lady  angler,  and  can  handle  a 
salmon  rod  with  any  of  her  sex,  far  or  near ;  and 
in  this  respect  she  is  not  without  many  able  com- 
peers on  the  Royal  Dee,  from  the  Duchess  of 
Fife  at  Mar  Lodge,  all  the  way  down.    Mrs.  Far- 
nell Watson's  best  day  to  her  own  rod  yielded 
five  fish,  and  her  heaviest  fish  a  beauty  of  271b., 
which  she  landed  unaided  and  alone.    They  often 
spent  a  day  together  at  the  pike  on  Loch  Kin- 
nord,  Sb.  Mary's  Loch,  Aboyne,  or  elsewhere, 
when  there  was  little  doing  on  the  river.  One 
day  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farnell  Watson  killed  twelve 
pike,  ranging  from  61b.  to  381b,  in  addition  to 
returning  as  many  more  under  the  lesser  weight. 
This  was  on  Kinnord.    On  another  occasion  they 
had  twenty-five  from  the  Loch  of  Aboyne,  the 
heaviest  of  which  scaled  lOJlb.    He  spared  no 
expense  on  tackle,  neither  for  himself,  gillies,  or 
friends,  and  was  most  generous  to  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  gentle  or  simple,  and  the 
simpler  they  were  the  more  attached  he  was  to 
them.    A  day's  fishing  was  most  readily  granted 
to  aU  who  sought  it,  and  his  fish  nob  despatched 
to  friends  were  distributed  amongst  the  people 
in  the  village  or  district  of  Banchory,  where  he 
lived.    He  took  a  keen  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  sport,  and  with  a  ready  hand  helped 
on  any  local  exhibition  or  club,  his  name  being 
among  the  first  in  the  list  of  patrons  of  any  local 
dog  or   pigeon    show  or    glass  ball  shooting 
association. 

Mr.  Farnell  Watson  was  what  sportsmen  term 
"heavy"  on  his  fish.  He  struck  quickly,  gave 
but  as  httle  law  as  he  could  help,  and  his  whole 
soul  was  in  the  work  of  running  it,  never  a 
muscle  being  relaxed,  or  a  word  spoken  hardly, 
till  the  battle  was  won,  and  then  his  bonhomie 
glowed  at  its  brightest.  Yet  he  was  withal  good- 
tempered  in  the  extreme,  bearing  with  the  faults 
of  others  to  his  own  discomfort  and  inconvenience 
as  men  seldom  bear,  rather  than  do  the  harsh 
deed,  or  speak  the  angry  word. 

The  Gordon  and  the  Akroyd  were  his  favourite 
flies,  and  he  killed  more  fish  with  these  two  alone 
than  with  all  the  rest  of  the  standard  patterns 
put  together. 

The  Woodend  Fancy,  as  he  called  it,  was 
another  of  his  favourites,  which  was  the  inven- 
tion of  Charlie  Gill,  who  was  in  his  service  as 
gUlie  some  thirteen  years.  Mr.  Farnell  Watson 
was  as  fond  of  Charlie  as  any  master  could 
possibly  be  of  his  servant,  and  season  in  or  season 
out,  Charlie,  as  well  as  his  successor,  John 
Mortimer,  was  always  kept  on.  In  this  respect 
Mr.  Farnell  Watson  set  an  example  worthy  of 
being  followed  where  anglers  have  an  extended 
lease  of  their  waters.  Although  the  fly  was  his 
favourite  lure,  he  was  equally  at  home  with  any 
or  all  of  the  whole  army  of  spinning  baits,  and 
was  among  the  first  to  adopt  the  Malloch  casting 
reel  on  the  Dee,  which  he  ever  declared  one  of  the 
best  inventions  of  the  present  times  in  the  world 
or  angling. 

Of  incidents  in  his  angling  career  it  is  needless 
to  speak.  Every  season  brings  its  quota  to  such 
as  he,  and  his  was  seldom  or  ever  ban-en.  Once 
he  ran  a  fish  for  over  an  hour,  the  longest 
struggle  he  ever  had  with  a  salmon  on  the  Dee 
It  had  been  foul  hooked,  he  thought,  when  lust 
as  it  was  about  spent  the  hold  came  away ;  but 
so  exhausted  was  salmo,  that  Gill  was  enabled  to 
gaff  it  as  it  fell  helplessly  back  with  the  current 
and  thus  turn  apparent  defeat  into  victory  after 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Farnell 
VVatson  has  been  stricken  with  grief.  But  if  the 
thought  that  his  memory  as  a  boon  companion,  a 
close  and  generous  friend,  an  enthusiastic  sports- 
man, and  a  good  man  above  all,  will  ever  remain 


gi-een  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him  best 
and  loved  him  most,  can  assuage  her  sorrow,  and 
cheer  her  and  her  family  in  their  loneliness,  then 
she  has  this  in  full  measure  indeed,  from  all  ranks 
and  classes  on  Deeside. 


EOSAPBNNA   HOTEL,  CARRIGART, 
CO.  DONEGAL,  IRELAND. 

This  hotel  is  situate  midway  between  Mulroy 
and  Sheephaven  Bays,  and  commands  un- 
interrupted views  of  the  picturesque  mountain 
and  cliff  scenery  of  the  district.    It  was  built  by 


Brown  trout  run  large  in  some  of  the  lakes, 
notably  Lough  Kul,  and  standard  pattern  lake 
trout  flies  will  kill,  but  need  not  be  made  larger 
than  9  or  10.  Indeed,  the  angling  maxim  that 
"  the  better  the  fisherman  the  smaller  the  fly  "  is 
peculiarly  applicable  to  these  fishings. 

It  will  not  sui-prise  anglers  who  have  fished  the 
narrow  tidal  waters  of  the  North  of  Scotland  to 
be  told  that  sea  trout  will  take  the  fly  in  salt 
water ;  but  those  who  have  hitherto  confined  their 
efforts  to  fresh  water  will  find  that  excellent 
sport  may  be  had  amongst  Salmo  trutta  in  Mul- 
roy  Bay  in_  suitable  weather  and  spring  tides. 
Then  there  is  the  sea  fishing.    As  every  angler 


EosAPENNA  Hotel,  Carrigaet,  Co.  Eoxegal. 


the  late  Lord  Leitrim  a  few  years  ago,  the  original 
building  being  constructed  of  pine,  but  the  growth 
of  the  tourist  traffic  and  the  requirements  of 
holiday  seekers  has  rendered  the  addition  of  a 
large  wing  necessary.  It  is  thoroughly  modern 
in  respect  of  sanitation  and  ventilation,  as  well 
as  in  the  general  equipment  and  furnishing  of  the 
establishment. 

Co.  Donegal  is  famous  for  its  lakes  and  streams, 
and  tourists  who  have  a  love  for  the  rod  will  find 
ample  scope  for  the  pursuit  of  their  amusement 
m  the  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  Leitrim 
Estates,  the  fishing  of  which  is  reserved  for 


knows,  there  are  days  when  salmon  and  trout  will 
not  rise  to  the  occasion,  and  such  days  may  be 
delightfully  and  lazily  spent  in  the  pursuit  of 
mackerel,  lythe,  and  other  game  sea  fish  which 
abound  in  Sheephaven  Bay. 

In  these  days  when  every  bit  of  fishing  ia 
eagerly  bought  up  at  long  prices,  this  bay  affords 
a  rare  chance  for  the  exhibition  of  angling  genius, 
for  it  is  full  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  in  the 
summer  months,  but  the  man  has  not  yet  arrived 
here  who  can  an-est  the  attention  of  Salmo  salar 
and  Salmo  trutta  in  his  native,  not  natal,  element. 

Old  Donegal. 


Lackagh  Eiver  and  Doe  Castle. 


visitors  to  this  hotel  from  April  1  to  July  31. 
There  is  splendid  salmon  and  sea  trout  fishing  in 
Lackagh  and  Owencarrow  rivers  and  Glen 
Lake. 

Lackagh  and  Glen  Lake  are  early  waters,  and 
Owencarrow  late.  In  the  former  fishing  is  best 
m  April,  May,  and  June,  and  the  latter  in  July 
and  August.  The  flies  suitable  for  these  waters 
are,  for  salmon  :  Claret  Jay,  Butcher,  Lemon  and 
Grey,  Durham  Ranger,  and  Fiery  Bro'Wn ;  sizes 
4  and  5  (Bartlett's  scale)  for  high  waters ;  7,  8, 
and  9  for  low  water  and  grilse  fishing  in  June 
and  J uly.  For  sea  trout  standard  patterns  will 
do  very  well,  but  must  be  small,  say  from  9  to  11. 


A  FINE  WHOLESALE  CATALOGUE. 


Retail  fishing  tackle  makers  at  home  and 
abroad,  who  want  a  very  complete  and  finely 
illustrated  wholesale  catalogue  of  fishing  rods, 
tackle,  &c.,  of  all  kinds,  for  all  markets,  should 
obtain  a  copy  of  the  recently  issued  "  Book  of 
Illustrations  of  Fishing  Rods,  Hooks,  and 
Tackle  "  of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co..  Standard 
Works,  Redditch,  England.  The  frontispiece 
gives  excellent  portraits  of  Mr.  S.  Allcock,  J.P,, 
Mr.  Alfred  Williams,  and  Mr.  G.  E.  Leach,  the 
heads  of  the  firm. 
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THE  KODAK  FOR  ANGLERS. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  16,  under  the 
heading  "  Easter  Fly-fishing  on  the  Itchen,"  I 
told  of  the  doings  of  the  Major  and  myself  in 
the  way  of  angling  for  trout  and  pike ;  but  I  did 
not  mention  what  was  equally  interesting,  to  us 


taneous.  Get  yom-  object  in  focus — a  click,  and 
it  is  done — the  picture  is  made. 

In  this  way  the  Major  got  about  two  dozen  of 
of  such  objects  as  presented  themselves— most  of 
them  very  sharp  and  pei-fect  representations  of 
bits  of  river,  meadow,  and  woodland  scenery,  or 
objects  about  the  farm.    I  am  enabled  to  give  a 


OuE  Seat  Bsneath  the  "May"  and  Fishing  Hut. 


at  least,  that  the  Major  is  an  old  hand  in  the  art 
of  photography,  and  had  practised  it  many  years 
before  the  Kodak  made  a  small  revolution  therein. 
He  had  provided  himself  with  one  of  those 
beautiful  little  No.  4  Eastman  Cartridge  Kodaks, 
so  happily  and  fully  described  by  Mr.  Hussey  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  2.    The  Kodak  is  so 


few  specimens  here,  not  because  they  are  in  them- 
selves of  any  particular  interest,  only  as  showing 
what  this  beautiful  little  instrument  is  capable  of 
producing. 

Take  it  with  you  when  you  go  a-fishing,  and 
when  the  fish  are  not  rising  you  have  another 
source  of  pleasant  occupation.    In  this  way  you 


The  Amateur  Angler  Watching  the  Grayling, 
(Kodak  .Snap3tot  by  R.  B.  M.). 


small  and  portable  as  to  be  easily  packed  away  in 
the  comer  of  a  handbag,  or  creel,  or  even  a  capa- 
cious pocket,  and  yet  produces  pictures  "cabinet 
size,"  say  5in.  by  4in.  I  am  not  going  to  describe 
the  modus  operandi  of  this  Kodak ;  that  has 
alread;^  been  sufiBciently  done  by  Mr.  Hussey.  Its 
operation  is  simplicity  itself,  and  it  is  instan- 


can  carry  home  with  you  any  Lit  of  nature  you 
care  about.  You  can  get  a  picture  of  the  rolling 
billows  on  a  hurricane  day,  which  will  silence  all 
dubitation  as  to  your  assertion  of  the  impossi- 
bility to  get  a  fly  or  find  a  Hy  on  the  water. 

The  house  that  u-e  built  on  the  site  of  an  earlier 
one  built  by  the  Doctor,  which  rats,  and  cattle  and 


boys  had  bi  ought  to  ruin,  is  shown  in  the  picture ; 
plain  and  simple  as  you  see,  but  not  the  less  a  fit 
and  pleasant  retreat — for  anglers  only.  Here  you 
may  see  the  lovely  May  tree,  now  bare  of  leaves  and 
blossom,  but  showing  the  pretty  pinheads  ready 
to  burst  forth  when  the  weather  becomes  more 
genial  and  springlike.  In  a  few  weeks  I  hope  to 
see  it  again,  when  it  will  "  scent  the  evening 
gale  "  and  embower  the  hut  under  a  canopy  of 
milk-white  bloom.  Here,  too,  you  may  see 
clusters  of  tall  hazel-nut  trees  and  the  bare  arms 
of  the  old  oak  which  spread  themselves  partly . 
over  the  hut  and  partly  over  the  water.  Here  it 
was  that  trying  a  long  cast  for  a  pike  in  the  deep 
water  below  the  hut,  the  Major's  "  Red  Phantom  " 
swung  and  hooked  itself  in  the  upper  branches  of 
that  same  oak  tree. 

Sorry  I  am  that  we  did  not  Kodak  the  Major 
when  he  was  up  that  tree  angling  for  his 
'•  Phantom "  in  that  upper  branch,  and  then 
fishing  for  it  from  the  same  position  in  the  deep 
water  over  which  he  was  suspended. 

There  on  the  seat  beneath  "  the  May  "  is  the 
Major,  resting  after  his  successful  climb.  Here  is 
a  picture  of  the  G.O.M.  May  Fly  imitation,  after 


it  had  been  worn  in  the  gill  of  a  trout  for  about 
eleven  months,  as  described  by  me  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  April  16.  Of  course,  there  is  no 
particular  novelty  in  finding  a  fly  in  a  trout's 
mouth  ;  but  it  is  somewhat  of  a  novelty  to  be 
able  to  identify  the  fly,  and  also  to  find  it  in  such 
a  perfect  state  of  preservation  after  so  long  a  time 
of  wear  and  tear. 

This  does  not  confirm  Charles  Cotton's  experi- 
ence, who  says : 

■ '  But  I  am  very  confident  a  trout  will  not  be  troubled 
two  hours  with  any  hook  that  has  so  much  as  one  handful 
of  line  left  behind  with  it,  if  it  be  in  any  patt  of  his  month 
only;  nay,  I  do  certainly  know  that  a  trout  so  soon  as 
ever  he  feels  himself  piiiked,  if  he  carries  away  the  hook, 
goes  immediately  to  the  bottom,  and  will  there  root,  like  a 
hog,  upon  the  gravel,  tiU  he  either  rub  out  or  break  the 
hook  in  the  middle." 

This  was  writteii  almost  2-50  years  ago. 

Another  example  of  the  work  of  an  idle  moment, 
when  the  weather  was  cold  and  windy,  and  the 
Kodak  came  into  action.  The  old  man  on  the 
bridge  looks  as  though  he  were  waiting  for  a  rise ; 
he  was,  in  fact,  admiring  the  grayling  at  play  on 
the  gravelly  bed  of  the  stream. 

Amateue  Axgler. 


THE  BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 


That  the  B.S.A.S.  supplies  a  real  want  amongst 
anglers  whose  predilections  favour  salt  rather 
than  fresh  water  fishing  goes  without  saying. 
Not  only  is  this  the  case,  but  it  is  an  acknow- 
ledged fact  that  many  members  of  piscatorial 
societies  in  and  out  of  the  metropolis  have  relin- 
quished to  some  extent  during  the  winter  months 
the  uncertain,  and  ofttimes  disappointing,  pursuit 
of  coarse  fish,  and  have  devoted  themselves  to  the 
generally  more  satisfactoiy  sport  to  be  met  with 
at  the  various  sea  fishing  lesorts  around  our 
coasts.  Every  week  sees  fresh  additions  to  the 
ranks  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  and  its  muster  roll  has  of 
late  grown  by  such  leaps  and  bounds  that  at  the 
present  moment  it  boasts  well  nigh  the -huge 
membership  of  a  thousand  ardent  sea  anglers. 
The  privileges  which  have  been  secured  in  the 
way  of  cheap  railway  tickets,  hotel  accommoda- 
tion, and  reasonable  tariffs  for  boatmen,  together 
with  the  mass  of  exti'emely  valuable  information 
at  the  service  of  eveiy  member,  must,  and  un- 
doubtedly will,  tend  to  still  further  popularise 
the  society,  which  in  point  of  numbers  stands 
head  and  shoulders  above  every  other  angling 
association  extant.  It  was,  therefore,  only  meet 
and  proper  that  a  large  and  influential  body  of 
members  and  friends  should  have  foregathered  at 
the  Cannon  Street  Hotel  on  "Wednesday  evening- 
last  to  support  Mr.  R.  Biddulph  Martin.  M  P.,  on. 
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•in    PniWRTNT  A  TTflXr  GABARDii>rE   ^  both  Fabrics  ) 

in    UUiVllJlil  il  1  lUlN    inside  WOOL  TWEEDS  3  WEATHEEPEOOEED  ^  ^^'^^^T. 


PROOF 


I  RAIN,  SLEET.  SNOW, 
I  HOT  AND  GOLD  WINDS, 
^  THORNS,  AND  FISH  HOOKS, 


WITH 


II 


Built  on  this  plan,  i.e.,  a  wool  foundation,  a  healthful  natural  warmth  is 
maintained,  so  that  the  angler  experiences  in  this  dress  complete  in- 
difference to  weather,  temperature,  or  climate. 


The  neutral  shades  of  Gaba.rdine 
are  pronounced  by  experts  perfect 
fjr  rendering  the  Sportsman  in- 
visible to  the  quarry. 

The  resistance  which  it  offers  to 
the  insinuating  fish-hook  makes 
Gabardine    indispensable    to  the 
Angler. 

Lightness,  combined  with  great 
weather-resisting  and  hard- 
wearing  qualities,  place  Gabardine 
in  the  forefront  as  a  material  for 
every  kind  of  sport. 


"  Eain  stands  on  it  in  Leads  like  quicksilver, 
staken  off  at  the  first  movement.  We  have  tested 
the  garments  thoroughly."'    Tlic  Lunci'f. 

"All  weathers  are  equalised,  the  body  sever 
overheated,  and  chills  and  their  di.soomforts 
avoided.  "  —  Tin;  Fi^hiiii/  Gazdte. 

"  There  is  nothing-  better  adapted  for  outdoor 
sports  and  exercise.  '  T}ii-  Sportinij  ajid  Dramatic 
Ncirs. 


THE  "BURBERRY' 
SUIT. 

UTMOST  FREEDOM-PERFECT  PROTECTION 


"  Eains  can  be  defied  without  discomfort 
the  ventilating-  qualities  of  v.oollen  fabrics  are 
maintained  int  let.'     Brilixh  MciUcal  Joiinutl. 


THE  SUP=ON  CAPE 

UTMDSt  PROTECTION-PERFECT  FREEDOM. 


^'PracticaUj  waterproof,  perfectly  self-ventilating,  impervious  to  thorns  or  fish-hooks,  as  CDrn'ortable  in  wear  as  hotnespuns."-i?'i8;uK^  Gazttle. 
"During  two  or  three  days  .fishing  they  kept  out  the  wet,  were  com=orUble,  and  did  nob  cau^e  perspii-ation."— T/te  Fidd.  ^ 


•1898  Gabardines  include  many  new  shades,  and  mark  an  important  advance  in  tropical  Airyllght, 
which  has  now  strength  and  thorn  resistance  up  to  Summer  standard. 


BURBERRY8,  ^ITaSsIoT""'  — 


in  WEATHEBPBOOF  KIT. 
w%    A.       A  "  Uabardine"  and   "  Urbsr  " 

rSlGniBBS      Combines,  The  Equi-Pede, 

Burberry  Coats,  &f. 
Cna/>r9//o/o        i^hootins,  Fl-hing.  iTOlflnK, 
^JJGOIallOlO  Po!o,  Yachting.    Cycling,  awl 
Kacing  Girmsnts. 
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the  occasion  of  the  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the 
society.  Space  compels  us  to  omit  a  list  of  the 
gentlemen  present,  but  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
company  numbered  close  upon  150.  The  vice- 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse,  secretary 
of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  and  the  follow- 
ing occupied  the  heads  of  the  various  tables  : 
Messrs.  E.  McFee,  C.  0.  Minchin,  Arthur  W. 
Taylor,  and  G.  Read  Clarke.  The  dinner  itself 
was  an  excellent  one  in  every  respect,  and  thanks 
to  the  arduous  labours  of  the  hon.  secretary  (Dr. 
Chas.  S.  Patterson)  and  a  willing  band  of  com- 
mitteemen, all  the  arrangements  connected  there- 
with were  as  complete  as  could  be  desired. 
Apologies  for  non-attendance  and  telegrams  were 
received  from  the  undermentioned  gentlemen  ■ 
Sir  E.  Birkbeck,  Mr.  E.  T.  Bucknill,  Q.C.,  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston  (Editor  Fishing  Gazette),  his 
Worship  the  Mayor  of  Dover,  Mr.  H.  Ball,  Mr. 
Cavanagh  (Sub-Editor  Land  and  Water),  Mr. 
C.  H.  Cook  (''John  Bickerdyke "),  and  others. 
After  the  toast  of  "The  Qaeen,  T.R.H.  the 
Prince  and  Px-incess  of  Wales,  and  the  rest  of 
the  Royal  Family"  had  been  given  and  duly 
honoured, 

The  Chairman  proposed  "The  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society."    In  doing  so  he  acknowledged 
the  kind  compliment  the  society  had  paid  him  in 
inviting  him  to  preside  on  the  occasion  of  the  fifth 
annual  dinner.    He  felt  he  was  somewhat  of  an 
unworthy  president— (No,  no)— and  that  unworthi- 
ness  consisted  in  the  fact  that  he  had  little 
technical  knowledge  of  the  sport  they  all  followed 
with  such  assiduity  and  skill.    He  could  not  but 
congratulate  the  society  upon  its  success  and  con- 
tinned  prosperity,  and  express  the  hope  that  in 
future  years  it  would  grow  still  further  and 
extend  its  usefulness^    He  thought  the  B.S.A. 
could  fairly  lay  claim  to  have  consolidated  and 
organised  sea  fishing,  and  he  trusted  it  had  a  long 
career  before  it.    Others  would  descant  upon  this 
particular    branch   of    sport    far    better  and 
with    greater    skiU    than    he    could  pretend 
to,   and   with    more    accuracy    and  veracity. 
Not  that  he  contended  that  the  sea  anglers  were 
unveracious  any  more  than  freshwater  fisher- 
men.    He  had  a  reprint  of  an  old  book  in  his 
library,  in  the  cover  of  which  were  two  pockets. 
One  was  very  large,  and  was  labelled  "  Fishing 
stories  which  I  do  not  believe ;  "  and  a  tiny  one, 
headed  "Fishing  stories  which  I  do  believe." 
(Laughter.)    This  book  was  an  ancient  one,  and 
showed  that,  even  in  very  remote  days,  romance 
was  associated  with  angling.     However,  he  did 
not  think  any  the  worse  of  the  sport  for  all  that. 
It  showed  that  imagination  was  not  dead.  He 
would,  with  then-  permission,  say  a  word  or  two 
with  reference  to  the  society  itself.    It  was,  he 
gathered,  established  in  the  year  189.3;  and  he 
might  add  that  during  the  whole  of  the  time  it 
had  been  in  existence,  up  to  the  present  moment, 
the  progress  of  the  society  had  been  steadily  in 
the  right  direction.  The  names  now  on  the  register 
numbered  close  upon  a  thousand.  (Applause.)  At 
the  last  given  date,  there  were  973  members,  and 
he  thought  they  bad  every  reason  to  anticipate 
that  with  the  exertions  of  friends,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  those  who  pursued  the  sport  and 
made  sea  fishing  a  hobby,  the  figures  would  rapidly 
augment,  and  that  when  the  next  annual  dinner 
came  round  the  muster  roll  would  be  very  much 
in  excess  of  four  figures.    He  learned  from  the 
report  of  the  committee  that  a  very  interesting 
feature  had  been  introduced  of  late,  viz.,  the 
formation  of  branches  of  the  society  at  different 
centres  in  Great  Britain.     There  were  at  the 
present  time  forty  stations  in  working  order,  with 
properly  accredited  agents,  hotels,  and  boatmen 
exclusively  for  the  use  of  members,  and  the  list 
would,  it  was  hoped,  be  in  the  hands  of  members 
in  the  course  of  a  month  or  two.    They  had,  he 
understood,  altogether  between  fifty  and  sixty 
stations  ali-eady  established  or  in  process  of  being 
organised.    They  might  count  upon  the  forma- 
tion of_  many  more  in  the  ensuing  season,  for 
they  might  be  quite  sure  that  when  one  station 
had  been  found  to  be  of  use  and  to  benefit 
the  members,  other  stations  would  be  sure  to 
grow,  and  give  the  same  accommodation  in  the 
way  of  agents,  hotel  and  boat  tariffs  as  their 
neighbours.    He  thought  it  was  well  that  they 
should  remember,  in  connection  with  this,  that 
they  had  satisfactory  promises  of  support  from  a 
very  large  number  of  public  bodies,  not  only  in 
England,  but  al8o_in  the  sister  island— Ireland. 


The_  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  had  many 
applications  for  afiiliation  from  various  organisa- 
tions throughout  the  country,  so  that  they  might 
look  round  and  fairly  congratulate  themselves 
that  the  society  was  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
not  only  as  regards  organisation,  but  financially 
also.  A  reference  to  the  balance-sheet  would  show 
this  to  be  the  case.  He  did  not  propose  to  enlarge 
upon  the  domestic  policy  of  the  B.S.A. S.,  because 
he  believed  that  that  subject  would  be  spoken  to 
later  on.  But  so  far  as  he  could  say  from  the 
chair,  and  so  far  as  he  understood  it,  the  society 
had  organised  a  new  form  of  sport,  and  brought 
into  existence  and  being  a  hobby  which  provided 
an  immense  amount  of  amusement  and  recreation 
to  a  very  large  number  of  people  who  might 
otherwise  have  wasted  their  time  in  less  congenial 
and  healthy  pursuits.  Therefore  he  would  beg 
them  to  drink  the  toast  most  heartily,  con- 
gratulating, as  he  did  thoroughly,  the  B.S.A.S.  on 
their  grand  position  and  prospects.  He  trusted 
they  might  look  forward  to  many  annual  dinners, 
and  that  the  society  would  extend  from  year  to 
year  in  numbers  and  influence,  so  much  so  that 
even  in  a  very  few  years  they  would  find  that  not 
one  room  in  London  would  be  found  large  enough 
to  hold  all  the  members  and  friends  who  would 
wish  to  attend  their  yearly  gathering.  It  was 
gratifying  that  they  were  able  to  get  such  a  large 
company  together  as  they  had  that  evening, 
especially  when  it  was  remembered  that  a  great 
many  people  were  away  from  London  just  now. 
In  conclusion  he  asked  all  to  drink  the  best  of 
health  to  the  B.S.A.S.,  and  might  it  grow,  increase, 
and  prosper  for  ever.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  0.  0.  Minchin  gave  the  toast  of  "  The 
Yisitors."  He  saw  before  him  many  faces  he 
did  not  recognise,  and  the  attraction  could  not  be 
the  dinner  only.  There  was  one  thing  which 
appealed  to  all  Englishmen,  and  that  was  the 
love  of  genuine,  honest  outdoor  sport.  (Applause.) 
They  dealt  with  a  branch  of  sport  which,  though 
it  might  not  be  absolutely  new,  was  so  in  the 
sense  of  being  organised.  The  B.S.A.S.  was  a 
young  society,  and  was  begun  by  a  small  body  of 
persons.  They  had  no  idea  how  the  society 
was  going  to  spread.  They  had  thorough 
sportsmen  join  their  ranks,  and  from  the  year 
in  which  the  society  was  initiated  in  an 
infant  state  it  had  gone  on  leaping  and  bound- 
ing. The  Chairman  had  already  mentioned 
what  the  number  on  the  books  was  at  the  present 
moment,  but  the  committee  were  not  satisfied 
with  that  number,  and  were  determined  that  it 
should  not  stop  at  three  figures,  nor  even  four — 
they  would  not  consider  that  their  mission  was 
accomplished  until  they  had  attained  five  figures. 
As  the  numbers  grew  the  advantages  and  the 
benefits  of  the  society  would  grow  also.  They 
would  get  more  concessions  from  the  rail- 
way companies,  more  stations  on  their  coasts, 
more  entertainments,  more  limelights  in  their 
lectures  perhaps,  and  it  might  even  be  more  than 
one  dinner.  (Applause.)  He  appealed  to  all 
visitors  to  support  the  society,  and  urged  them 
not  to  attend  in  that  character  next  year,  but 
come  as  members.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Andrew  Donald  replied  in  an  amusing 
speech.  He  warned  visitors  not  to  join  before 
they  had  given  due  consideration  to  the  probabihty 
of  their  suffering  terribly  from  sea-sickness,  a  fate 
which  often  befel  those  who  were  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  he  much  feared.  He  would,  therefore, 
solemnly  warn  them  against  undue  haste  in  joining 
on  this  very  account.  He  had  himself  always 
taken  an  intense  interest  in  the  movements  of 
that  very  popular  maritime  phenomenon  the  sea 
serpent,  and  he  commended  very  humbly  to  their 
courageous  and  careful  study  the  existence  and 
movements  of  that  monster  in  the  course  of  their 
autumn  manoeuvres.  (Laughter.) 

The  presentation  of  the  Deal  town  challenge 
cup  and  the  medals  to  the  winners  in  the  Deal 
prize  competition,  was  then  made  by  the  chair- 
man. The  Deal  Corporation  challenge  cup  and 
the  society's  gold  medal  were  won  by  Mr.  C.  H. 
Edwards,  with  a  cod  weighing  181b.  Soz. ;  the 
silver  medal  for  the  best  six  cod,  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Shaw,  who  weighed-in  some  remarkable  fish,  with 
an  aggregate  of  631b.  Mr.  H.  W.  Lane  won  the 
silver  medal  for  the  best  twenty-fom-  whiting; 
Mr.  F.  A.  Hodgkinson  the  bronze  medal  for  the 
best  three  flat  fish.  The  special  silver  medal  for 
the  pier  fishing  was  carried  off  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Sexton, 


Mr.  H.  W.  Lane  gave  "  Tlie  Press."  He  said 
that  many  of  the  members  of  the  Fourth  Estate 
had  joined  the  B.S.A.,  and  had  done  their  utmost 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  society,  which  was 
composed  of  an  influential  body  of  sea  fishermen. 
Without  the  aid  of  the  Press  they  might  really 
have  been  relegated  ere  now  to  the  realms  of 
oblivion.  Especial  reference  was  made  to  the 
assistance  afforded  by  the  Finhing  Gazette,  whose 
columns  had  always  been  open  to  give  prominence 
to  the  proceedings  of  their  society. — The  toast 
was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Chas.  Walker  and  Mr, 
A.  R.  Matthews. 

The  Chairman  said  the  duty  now  devolved 
upon  him  of  presenting  to  Mr.  H.  Ball  a  cheque 
for  the  balance  of  the  testimonial  fund  which 
had  been  collected  by  the  members  for  him, 
together  with  an  illuminated  address  on  vellum. 
Unfortunately,  the  gentleman  named  was  unable 
to  be  present  to  receive  the  gift. — Mr.  Hy. 
Simmons,  however,  took  charge  of  the  cheque, 
and  thanked  the  meeting,  on  Mr.  Ball's  behalf, 
for  the  kind  presentation. 

Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse  proposed  the  "  Hon. 
Committee  and  Ofiicers  of  the  Society."  In 
doing  so  he  said  that  the  constitution  of  the 
committee  had  been  somewhat  changed,  in  that 
the  number  upon  it  had  been  reduced.  The 
smaller  committee,  however,  one  and  all  wovdd 
agree,  had  done  their  work  right  well. 
(Applause.)  But  they  must  not  rest  upon 
their  laurels  and  be  satisfied  with  the  number 
of  members  they  had  secm-ed,  but  use  their 
best  endeavours  to  extend  the  list.  They 
might  cast  their  eyes  upon  Ireland,  and  extend 
their  privileges  to  that  country.  There  was  a 
great  field  open  in  the  sister  Isle  for  their  work. 
The  committee  had  an-anged  many  tariffs  around 
the  coast,  but  more  might  be  secured.  In  this  way 
the  B.S.A.S.  would  be  benefited,  and  the  towns  as 
well  in  which  those  tariffs  were  in  force.  Such 
an  extension  wovild  prevent  those  living  by  the 
sea  from  closing  their  houses  in  the  vrinter  months 
when  excursionists  were  almost  at  a  premium, 
and  sea  anglers  would  assuredly  reap  the  benefit. 
They  must  not  either  lose  sight  of  the  Bills 
before  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  present 
moment  of  vital  importance  to  the  society.  The 
reports  received  from  the  various  agents  round  the 
coast  hadbeen  studied  with  interest  and  advantage 
by  the  members.and  were  exceedingly  valuable.  As 
to  the  hon.  secretary,  all  knew  what  he  had  done 
for  the  society.  He  had  worked  hard  for  its  well- 
being,  and  had  the  intense  satisfaction  of  seeing 
that  his  laboiirs  had  been  amply  rewarded  by  the 
ever-increasing  membership.  All  would  most 
heartily  accord  to  him  and  to  the  committee 
their  warmest  thanks  for  the  admirable  work 
they  had  accomplished  for  the  behoof  .of  the 
society,  and  hope  that  in  the  future  the  B.S.A.S. 
might  be  still  more  successful  than  it  was  at  the 
present  moment.  (Applause.) 

Dr.  Chas.  S.  Patterson  replied.  He  said 
that  the  proposer  of  the  toast  had  been  very 
flattering  to  the  committee  and  officers,  but  he 
(the  speaker)  noticed  that  in  refen-ing  to  the 
officers  he  mentioned  only  the  committee  and  the 
hon.  secretary.  He  had  forgotten  one  of  the 
most  important  officers,  viz..  the  hon.  treasurer — 
(hear,  hear) — who  had  at  the  present  time  very 
nearly  £300  of  the  society's  money  in  his  hands. 
(Applause.)  He  (the  doctor)  considered  Mr. 
Biddulph  Martin  an  all  important  officer,  and  an 
officer  whom  it  was  the  duty  of  the  hon.  secretary 
(in  the  person  of  himself)  to  persistently  attack, 
for  he  would  not  be  satisfied  until  every  penny 
of  that  £300  was  spent  in  advancing  the  cause  of 
sea  angling.  (Applause.)  Of  com-se,  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  the  hon.  treasurer  to  defend  the 
amount  mentioned,  and  endeavour  to  stave 
off  the  attacks  made  upon  it  ;  but  he  (the 
speaker)  hoped  to  have  the  whole  feeling  of 
the  body  of  members  with  him  in  the  deter- 
mination to  leave  him  penniless  before  many 
more  years  are  gone  by.  He  hoped  at  the 
sanie  time  that  every  shilling  they  took  from 
theii-  hon.  treasurer  would  be  spent  properly  in 
furthering  the  cause  they  one  and  all  had  so  much 
at  heart.  (Applause.)  He  could  say  that  the 
society  had  laboured  hard  to  make  sea  angling 
what  it  ought  to  be — British  sea  angling.  They 
were  doing  their  best  amongst  the  committee  to 
create  stations  for  all  the  members  round  the 
coast.  They  had,  so  far,  succeeded  in  fixing 
twenty-five  stations,  where  they  had  agents  and 
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hotels,  and  also  boatmen,  all  pledged,  and,  what 
was  more,  willing  to  look  after  the  intei'ests  of 
British  sea  anglers.  (Applause.)  They  had, 
moreover,  under  consideration  about  thirty  more 
stations,  where  they  hoped  within  the  next  month 
to  have  full  arrangements  made  in  the  same  way 
for  their  friends.  He  might  say  to  those  who 
were  British  sea  anglers,  but  not  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  that  the  sooner  they  joined  the  society  the 
sooner  they  would  enjoy  their  privileges,  which  were 
many.  The  first  advantage  was  that  they  met  with 
jolly  good  fellows,  able  sportsmen  and  sea  anglers — 
men  who  were  willing  to  give  their  experience  to 
beginners,  and  help  them  with  sea  angling.  He 
himself  was  a  baby  in  the  art  of  sea  angling  with 
rod  and  line.  (Laughter.)  He  had  only  been  a 
few  years  at  it,  but  ever  since  he  could  walk,  from 
the  time,  in  fact,  that  he  had  been  in  knicker- 
bockers, he  had  been  at  sea  fishing,  and  had 
caught  fish  of  different  kinds,  working  gradually 
up  from  the  bent  pin  to  the  hand-line,  and  from 
the  hand-line  to  the  long-line.  Indeed,  he 
signalised  his  career  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
by  running  away  from  home  for  a  trip  on  board 
-  trawler!     But  he  had  taken  to  a  different 


pursuit 
trawling 
he  was, 
to  be,  a 
to  their 
only  say 


for  his  living  than  sea  fishing  or 
,  but  for  his  amusement  and  recreation 
and  would  always  proclaim  himseK 
sea  angler.  (Applause.)  With  regard 
agents  sending  up  reports,  he  could 
„  that  he  wished  they  would  send  a 
good  many  more.  They  had  one  agent  present 
with  them  that  evening — one  who  had  done  more 
to  help  along  the  B.S.A.S.  than  anybody  else.  He 
referred  to  Mr.  Ted  Hanger,  of  Deal.  (Applause.) 
He  would  accordingly  leave  their  oldest  agent  to 
finish  up  the  reply  to  the  toast  of  "  The  Com- 
mittee and  Officers  of  the  Society."  ( Applavise.) 
Mr.  Ted  Hanger  suitably  responded. 
Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  gave  "  The  Chairman," 
and  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Biddulph  Martin  had  served  them  as  their 
hon.  treasurer.  He  had  given  his  time  and  name 
to  the  B.S.A,,  and  had  most  heartily  assisted 
them  in  their  work. 

The  Chairman  having  been  called  away  by  a 
telegram,  Dr.  Patterson  responded. 

The  remaining  toast  was  that  of  "The  Vice- 
Chairman,"  proposed  in  fitting  terms  by  Mr.  E. 
McFee,  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  J.  Wrench 
TowsE. 

At  intervals  between  the  toasts  a  really  excel- 
lent selection  of  music  was  given  by  the  following 
artists :  Messrs.  Ernest  Carew,  E.  T.  Lacey, 
Chas.  Bramley,  and  Lovett  King.  Mr.  Chas. 
Walker  also  sang  in  capital  style  several  songs, 
Neapolitan  and  otherwise,  accompanying  himself 
on  the  guitar. 


ANOTHER  PISH  TALE. 


THE    ANGLER'S  DIARY"  AND  LIST 
OF  FISHING  PLACES  FOR  1898.* 

The  1898  edition,  now  ready,  is  the  thirty- 
second  yearly  issue  of  this  indispensable  and  most 
inexpensive  little  work,  which  we  have  so  often 
recommended  to  our  readers  that  it  is  unnecessary 
to  do  more  than  refer  to  it  generally.  There  are 
spots  in  the  sun,  and  there  must  be  errors  in  such 
a  work  as  this  ;  but  there  are  very  few  errors 
compared  with  the  great  mass  of  information 
given.  There  is  absolutely  no  other  work  of  the 
kind  published  in  this  country,  and  yet  the  price 
is  only  Is.  6d.  in  cloth.  How  Mr.  Cox  can 
produce  it  for  the  money  we  cannot  understand, 
for,  whereas  it  had  originally  only  some  6000  or 
10,000  words  in  it,  it  now  has  over  200,000.  The 
only  regret  at  seeing  another  edition  is  that  it 
shows  how  the  years  are  flying  past. 


*  Can  be  had  post  free  for  Is.  8d.,  in  stamps,  of  SampEon 
Low  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


The  Message  of  Peace  is  always  appreciated  and  respected 
by  all  true  men,  for  many  of  ub  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
•when  it  may  be  univercally  adoptol  by  all  nations.  When  this 
cdines  to  pass,  happiness  and  prosperity  will  be  the  rule  atd  not 
the  exception.  In  the  meantime,  Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment 
have  largely  helped  to  make  foreign  nations  understand  that 
Englishmen  delight  in  alleviating  pain  and  suffering.  These 
wonderful  remedies  have  been  blessed  in  many  lands  for  the 
relief  th€y  have  afforded  and  the  cures  effected.  They  are 
specially  adapted  for  all  complaints  affecting  the  liver,  stomach 
and  kidneys,  and  at>  this  season  no  family  should  be  without  a 
supply. 


Hair  vcr'sus  Gut. 


t~^'  'k 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remabks.— There  can 
be  no  doubt  the  continued  prevalence  of  north-easterly 
winds,  cold,  frosty  nights,  and  a  low  and  bright  water, 
have  been  the  cause  of  much  disappointment  to  the  trout 
fishers  of  the  Ihimes,  and  will  account  for  almost  an 
entire  absence  of  rt salts.    The  trout  anglers  have  always 
been  subject  to  these  difficulties,  as  the  first  portion  of 
their  season  includes  the  chances  of  unfavourable  and 
untoward  weather  ;  and  not  unfrequently,  from  my  long 
experience,  when  they  have  got  a  somewhat  favour- 
able start,  they  meet  with  a  disappointing  check.  I 
made  a  call  on  Tuesday  last  upon  Mr.  John  Spong, 
the  piscatorial  host  of  the  Two  Sawyers,  at  Twickenham, 
to  ascertain  his  opinion  on  the  report  of  the  appearance 
of  the  great  Jubilea  trout  in  the  tidal  waters  between 
his  hostelry  and  Richmond,    but    he    attaches  no 
credence  to  its  accuracy.     He  says  it  would  be  fallacy 
to  believe  half  the  reports  that  get  into  circulation, 
as    it    was  stated  of  the  trout  of  71b.  6oz.,  taken 
by  Mr.  Sinibaldi  at  Teddington  Weir,  there  were  three 
others  taken  on  the  same  day  ;  and  his  son,'  who  was 
present,  told  me  there  was  a  report  of  six  large  barbel 
laving  been  taken  at  Teddington.     I  am  under  the 
impression  in  the  days  of  the  late  William  Kemp  he  was 
credited  with  the  capture  of  five  good  trout  in  one  day, 
and  that  was  in  my  time,  and  when  Teddington  Weir  was 
famous  for  those  fish  and  William  Kemp  was  noted  as  the 
champion  trout  fisherman  of  the  Thames.    The  report  to 
which  I  have  referred  was  told  me  from  his  own  lips. 
He  was  the  originator  of    the  well    known    cry  of 
Brougham's  Babies,"  after  the  movement  I  had  made  ia 
stopping  the  wholesale  slaughter  of  the  innocents,  and  in 
disputing  my  right  to  interfere  with  the  anglers  in  his 
district.  The  fishermen  in  the  tideway  have  great  expecta- 
tions of  the  coming  geneial  angling  season,  as  they 
tell    me   they  never    remember  so  great  a  body  of 
fish  in  it.     I  must  now  refer   to   the  only  items  of 
sport  that  have  as  yet  come  to  hand.    From  Datchet 
John  Keene  writes  :     The  water  is  very  low  and  bright, 
nd  the  old  nights  keep  the  trout  down.    I  got  one  more 
fish  at  the  end  of  last  week,  at  Datchet,  weighing  41b., 
this  being  the  fifth  fish  this  season,  and  none  of  them  have 
been  over  41b. ;  nearly  all  in  very  bid  condition,  three  of 
them  being  returned."     The  only  other  oipture  comes 
from  Weybridge,   where    Capt.   Turrill,    fishing  with 
Herbert  Curr,  creeled  a  small  trout  of  SJlb.  and  some 
very  large  chub,  the  latter  be:'ng  put  back  again.  Head 
river  keeper  W.  Douglas  says  he  has  not  heard  of  any 
trout  being  taken,  and  he  is  always  on  the  move.  There 
is  a  good  quantity  of  perch  spawn  in  different  parts  of  the 
river,  which  he  has  protected,  where  it  could  be  done,  with 
wire  netting,  and  in  his  opinion  there  is  more  spawn  this 
year  than  usual,  and  this  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
oldest  fishermen. — B. 

—  (Datchet). — River  very  low  ;  bad  for  fishing.  I 
have  had  several  fish  inspecting  my  bait  since  I  wrote  last. 
Two  bolder  than  the  rest  took  the  bait  clean  off  the  hooks. 
On  the  25th  I  caught  a  fine  fish,  in  splendid  condition,  61b. 
I  was  out  with  a  gentleman  yesterday  evening  for  a  couple 
of  hours.  Three  fish  ran  at  the  bait,  only  to  turn  tail. 
Rain  wanted  badly.— G.  Lumsden. 
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  (Windsor  Diatriot).— Though  not  sufficient  to 

even  perceptibly  freshen  the  river  here,  the  rainfall  of  the 
evening  of  April  26  was  very  welcome  if  only  to  lay  the 
dust;  but  April  27  was  the  first  balmy  tiouty  day  we 
have  been  favoured  with  here  this  spring,  and  those  who 
would  be  possessors  of  a  Thames  trout  should  see  to  it 
sharp  before  that  horrid  procession  of  launches  begin. 
\  ery  few  anglers  have  been  out,  perhaps  due  to  the  cold, 
dry  wind,  but  one  cute  angler  (Lumsdeu,  of  Datchet),  as 
soon  as  it  changed,  went  for  an  old  acquaintance,  and 
Janied  him— a  beauty,  just  Gib.  I  would  suggest  to 
Lumsden  that  he  invent  a  musicil  box  winch,  and  when 
he  IS  playing  these  old  acquaintances  it  would  perhaps  add 
to  his  amusement  if  it  warbled  forth  o'er  the  stillness  (at 
present)  of  the  Datchet  reaoh  "  Should  old  acquaiotance 
be  forgot  ?  '  I  can  hear  of  no  other  fish,  beyond  the 
usual  long-nosed  one,  being  taken.  Several  are  reported 
playing  about  awaiting  a  match.— B.  R.  Bambeidge. 

Coin  (East  Gloucestershire).— The  weather  on  the 
whole  dui-mg  the  past  fortnight  has  been  much  better, 
and  trout  fishing  on  several  days  la?  been  a  traat,  and  some 
nice  sport  has  been  had  both  on  private  and  hotel  waters. 
At  tune  of  writing  rain  is  falling  steadily,  which  will  very 
niuch  improve  matters  piscatorial.  1  he  trout  rise  freely 
in  the  morning  from  10.30  to  about  one  o'clock,  and  again 
about  four  o'clock ;  and  on  Saturday,  it  being  warm,  there 
was  a  leiutiful  evening  rise  at  six  o'clock.  Amongst 
those  who  have  been  out  recently  in  East  Gloucestershire 
have  been  Drs.  Hooker,  Lake,  Pilkingtoa,  Bloxsome, 
Lockwood,  Antoneni,  Good,  Powell,  and  Martin-  and 
Messrs.  Battersby,  John  Morgan  (on  the  Leach),  Crowdy 
Barker,  Wilfrid  lies.  Turner,  H.  Harden  (who  appeared 
in  Fishing  Gazette  of  Saturday  last,  and  was  instantly 
recognised  at  Fairford),  Eead,  Banger,  and  others.  Mr. 
A.  Hall  has  been  doing  well  in  the  Fairford  Park 
waters,  getting  trout  of  21b.  and  2Jlb  each,  and  three 
brace  of  small  pike,  all  on  the  artificial  fly.  The  Coin  is 
in  very  fair  order,  far  better  than  the  majority  of  trout 
streams,  and  with  fine  weather,  after  some  rain,  the  May 
fishmgs  are  bound  to  be  good.  Best  creels  on  hotel  waters 
this  week  are  three  of  two  brace  each,  the  limit  being  ilb 
best  fish  IJlb.  Best  flies.  Whirling  Blue  Dun,  dark-bodied 
Olive^  Dun,  and  Quill  Gnat,  Blue  Upright,  Gold-ribbed 
Hare  s  Lug,  Red  and  Sherry  Spinners,  and  Coch-y-bondhy. 
—Pan. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  &c.).— In  spite  of  cold, 
north-east  winds,  the  fish  have  risen  fairly  well  on  the 
Lion  water  in  sheltered  spots.  Very  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  no  one  has  had  any  great  sport ;  but  on 
Monday  evening  I  got  a  brace  on  a  small  Brown  Gnat  and 
rose  several  others.  They  distinctly  refused  the  Blue 
Dun,  which,  till  then,  have  been  their  only  favourite.  I 
have  been  fishing  dry  this  season  always,  as  the  fish  rise 
steaddy  on  the  glides,  and  behave,  in  fact,  more  like  June 
fish  than  early  springers.  The  water  was  low  until  the 
ram  on  Tuesday.  Prospects  ought  now  to  be  good,  as  the 
rain  has  freshened  the  water  and  raised  it  slightly.  F'sh 
took  Grey  Quill  Gnat  shyly  yesterday  evening.'  The 
warmer  wsather  did  not  affect  the  rising  much,  and 
though  I  got  one  good  fish,  several  escaped,  from  being 
hghtly  hooked.  Little  was  done  by  other  anglers  either.— 

J .  Jr.  J,  t 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  reduction  in 
the  price  of  one-day  rod  and  line  licences,  viz.,  to  2s  for 
salmon  and  Is.  for  trout,  is  leading  to  an  increased 
number  of  anglers  visiting  the  river.  EspeciaUy  is  this 
the  cise  on  the  moorland  waters,  where  sport  has  b3tn 
very  fair  since  Easter.  Fishing,  taken  generally,  is,  how- 
ever,  very  quiet,  the  fish  being  off  the  feed.  In  the 
lotnes  district  little  has  been  done  during  the  last  few 
days. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Sport  continues  about  the 
same,  but  the  cold  mornings  and  evenings  are  detrimental 
to  really  good  trout  fishing.  Some  nice  fish  have  been 
tilled  on  the  southern  streams  and  the  livers  arourd  to 
the  border.  In  the  Tamar  district  several  takes  of  twelve 
brao3  are  reported,  including  one  or  two  fish  of  8oz  A 
day  s  fishing  only  resulted  in  nine  to  one  rod.  The 
Peacock  Blue,  Red  Spinners,  and  Bine  Duns  are  mostly 
used;  but  the  majority  of  the  rivers  are  still  somewhat 
low.  On  Saturday  the  Carey  was  in  good  order  for  the 
fly,  and  thejam  did  a  lot  to  improve  tha  Avon,  Dart,  <S:c. 
Ihe  Greedy  and  Otter  are  now  showing  up  well,  there 
having  been  some  capital  sport  with  the  Duns  and  Green 
Uprights,  whilst  the  trout  are  in  the  pink  of  condition  — 
Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— A  dray-load  of  fish- carrying 
tanks,  containing  rainbcw  trout,  have  passed  through  this 
pla*e,  en  route  tor  the  outlymg  village  of  Osmaston,  ore 
ot  the  seats  of  Sir  Peter  Walker,  Bart.  That  well  known 
trout  stream,  Longford  Brook,  is  the  water  intended  for 
this  new  strain  of  trout.  Some  fine  Loch  Levens  have 
been  put  into  the  Birdsgrove  length  of  the  Dove  from  the 
tatchery  at  Norbury.  The  water  was  turned  off  the  mill 
dam  at  Sturston,  on  the  Henmore  length,  preserved  by 
tbe  Ashbourne  Angling  Association,  on  Wednesday  week 
last,  in  order  to  clear  out  the  pike.  One  fish  of  101b.  was 
taken,  which  had  a  grayling  of  21b.  weight  inside  him  ! 
A  total  of  301b.  of  fish  were  got  out,  281b.  being  pike  a 
large  eel  accounting  for  the  remainder  of  the  to^al  weight 
bagged.  Some  few  fish  have  fallen  to  the  March  Brown 
this  week,  but  nothing  worthy  special  mention.— D.  and 
Vv.  H.  Foster. 

,.?den  (Carlisle).- From  April  8  to  14  the  river  was 
disturbed  by  a  series  of  small  spates.  This  let  in  the  bait 
bshers  tor  trout,  but  put  out  the  salmon  anglers.  Since 
then  a  fair  number  of  fish  have  been  killed.  In  the 
Warwick  Hall  water,  Mr.  C.  Tiddle  has  had  seven  :  at 
Oorby  Castle  Mr.  Eustace  Hills,  two,  151b.,  161b.  ; 
la4denham,  the  keeper,  five,  61b.,  Tib.,  lolb.,  121b.,  irib  • 
and  young  Mr.  Howard,  of  Greystoke,  one.  In  the  Lov^ 
Uouse  water  the  keeper  had  three,  91b.,  101b.  141b  At 
Armathwaite  Castle,  Mr.  A.  0.  Pott  and  a  friend,  seven. 


At  Armathwaite  HaU,  Col.  Aitchison,  one.  At  Nunwick 
Hall,  which  is  a  good  many  miles  above  Armathwaite 
Weir,  Mr.  Haywood  Thompson  killed  a  nice  spring  fish. 
This  looks  hopeful  for  the  spring  fishing,  when  the  pass  is 
constructed  over  the  weir,  which  will  be  done  during  the 
summer.  The  decision  cf  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  on  the 
16th  not  to  disturb  the  existing  close  time  for  rods  must 
find  favour  with  all  anglers  who  are  not  blinded  by 
piojudice  and  selfishness.  Trout  are  now  getting  into  nice 
condition,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made,  the 
Dark  Olive  and  Yellow  Woodcock  being  the  most  killing 
flies. — Silver  Grey. 

I!sk  (Whitby). — This  river  has  been  in  splendid  con- 
dition for  angling  during  the  week,  and  some  good  sport 
has  been  obtained.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  Thrupp 
(London),  seven  brace  ;  Dr.  English,  six  brace  ;  Mr 
Rhodes,  six  brace ;  Mr.  Wreaper,  six  brace  ;  Mr.  J. 
Nicholson,  five  brace  ;  and  Mr.  J.  HaU,  six  brace.  Mr. 
Baker  during  one  day's  fishing  landed  nine  brace,  one 
trout  weighing  21b.  Miss  Walker  (Bgton  Bridge)  also 
landed  six  brace. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  — No  rain  yet.  River 
low,  and  cold  winds  render  trouting  stale  and  unprofitable. 
What  is  wanted  badly  is  a  good  freshet  and  a  more  spring- 
like temperature.— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire,  &c.).— 
Sport  is  none  of  the  best.  The  streams  are  in  fair 
condition  owing  to  recent  rain ;  but  the  cold  nights  and 
glcomy  days  are  against  the  hatching  out  of  flies  of  various 
sorts.  Indeed,  it  is  comparatively  useless  trying  to  fish 
with  any  fly.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm  or  dock  grub  is 
far  more  effective.  Only  a  few  brace  have  come  to  hand 
in  the  Stamford  district. — Lijipet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  Idle  itself  has 
been  in  good  condition  for  bottom  fishing,  but  flies  are  less 
in  evidence  now  than  a  week  ago.  Now  and  then  an  odd 
fish,  or  a  brace  or  two,  are  get  from  the  deep  water 
between  Retford  and  Mattersey  with  the  common  garden 
worm.  Some  of  the  fish  caught  have  run  up  to  21b.  In 
the  upper  waters  of  both  the  Idle  and  Ryton,  owing  to  the 
cold,  there  is  little  to  report.  Possessors  of  private  waters 
do  not  care  for  sport  before  the  sunshine  bangs  out  the 
flies.  There  have  been  case  of  tickling  by  visitors  before 
the  magistrates  lately. — L. 

^tchen.— For  days  past  the  wind  has  been  coming  from 
the  east,  and  consequently  right  down  stream,  and  I  do  not 
hear  of  any  good  takes  having  been  made  except  at  the 
Worthys,  where  some  nice  sport  has  been  had,  one  rod 
getting  four  and  a  half  brace  of  very  pretty  trout  and 
rei;urning  to  the  water  nearly  as  many  fish.  Below 
Winchester  only  a  few  trout  have  been  kiUed  this  week. 
The  only  artificial  fly  which  the  trout  came  well  at  was  a 
medium  sized  greeny  bodied  Olive,  with  hare's  ear  hackle. 
Rain  fell  last  night,  but  the  river  ia  very  low  and  verv 
clear.— E.  V.  C.  - 

Lake  Vymwy  Hotel  (Oswestry).— FisUng  here 
IS  exceUent.  On  Wednesday,  AprU  20,  Dr.  Fenton  and 
Major  Powell  Hopkins,  nineteen  trout,  of  151b.,  best 
three  fish  Bilb. ;  Capt.  Hunt,  seven,  51b. ;  Mr.  Henty, 
fourteen,  101b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goode,  seventeen,  of 
lljlb. ;  Messrs.  Macvicar,  four,  3ilb.  Thursday,  April  21, 
Messrs.  Chamberlain,  twenty-two,  of  161b.  ;  Dr.  Fenton 
and  Mrs.  Fenton,  twenty,  15ilb.,  best  fish  lib.  6oz  •  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Goode,  twenty,  14Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Allport,  nine, 
61b.  12oz.  ;  Messrs.  Macvicar,  seven,  4Jlb. ;  Major  Powell 
Hopkins,  eight,  o^lb.  Friday,  April  22,  Messrs.  Cham- 
berlain, twenty,  14|lb. ;  Comdr.  Elias  and  Major  Elias, 
five,  of  41b.  ;  Dr.  Fenton,  eight,  61b. ;  Mr.  Watts,  three. 
Saturday,  Apiil  23,  Dr.  Fenton  and  Major  Hopkins, 
thirty-two  lovely  trout,  of  221b.,  thirty-one  taken  with 
fly  ;  Messrs.  Chamberlain,  thirteen,  of  101b.  4oz.,  best 
fish  scaling  2ilb. ;  Messrs.  Mo;s  and  Newton,  twelve,  of 
SJlb.  ;  Mr.  Watts,  seven,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Allport,  five,  3Jlb. 
Monday,  Apiil  25,  Comdr.  and  Major  Elias,  twenty,  of 
141b. ;  Messrs.  Chamberlain,  twelve,  7slb.  ;  Messrs.  Mosa 
and  Newton,  seventeen,  lOilb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goode  ten 
61b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  Watts,  twelve,  8|lb.  ;  Col.  Morrison,  ninei 
olb.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Allport,  four.  Tuesday,  April  26,  Messrs. 
Chamberlain,  twenty,  of  141b.;  Col.  Morrison,  eight,  of 
5Jlb.  ;  Comdr.  and  Major  Elias,  seventeen,  of  11  Jib.  •  Mr. 
Watts,  nineteen,  12ilb.  ;  Mr.  Goode,  nineteen,  12Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Moss  and  Newton,  nine,  6ilb. ;  Mr.  Allport,  two. 
The  best  fish  of  the  season  was  taken  by  Walter  Chamber- 
lain, Esq.,  of  Harborne  HaU,  Birmingham,  a  lively  trout 
of  2|lb.  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  much  admired.— 
Long  Drift. 

Lark  (Icklingham,  &c.).— With  the  wind  in  the 
east,  bright  days,  and  frosty  nights,  the  trout  seem  fairly 
off.  I  was  out  on  the  21st,  but  no  go— only  small  pike. 
I  saw  a  lovely  trout  jump,  and  tried  him  with  aU  baiti, 
with  no  success.  Rain  is  wanted  badly  just  row,  £S  the 
river  is  gin  clear.- A.  E.  K. 

Lea  —To-morrow  wiU  witness  the  opening  of  the  Lea 
trout  fishing  season,  when  the  sport  also  begins,  I  believe, 
on  the  tributary  Beane,  and  in  tha  Amwell  Magna  stream, 
or  old  river  Lea.  Anglers  will  welcome  the  rain  on  both 
the  mam  river  and  the  streams  connected  with  it,  for  all 
were  reported  very  low  and  stale.  Up  the  Lea  the  water 
has  also  been  very  bright,  and  more  rain  still  would  be 
appreciated.  At  the  time  of  writing  prospects  of  sport 
are  fairly  promisirg,  but  mueh  wUl,  of  course,  depend 
upon  the  weather.  There  ara  plenty  of  good  fish  in  the 
river,  especiaUy  at  Hertford,  Ware,  Rye  House,  Hoddes- 
don,  St.  Margaret's,  and  Broxbourne.  At  Rye  House  a 
trout  said  to  scale  121b.  has  been  seen  on  the  move,  and 
ought  to  be  had  with  a  minnow  or  a  nice  lively  bleak. 
The  big  fish,  I  am  told,  has  his  haunt  between  the  Water- 
cress Bed  Swim  and  the  Rye  House  Bridge.  Eel  fishing 
also  begins  in  the  Lea  to-morrow.— Izaak  Walton. 

Ln^g  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  are  stiU  running  in  capital  condition 
for  fishing,  being  a  nice  level  and  clear.  The  weather  has 
not  been  favourable  for  gocd  spcrt,  owing  to  the  cold. 


frosty  nights  and  east  winds,  which  have  made  sport  quiet. 
A  gocd  tew  rods  have  been  out  with  tha  March  Brown, 
Blue  Dun,  Stone  Ply,  Cowdung,  and  Grey  Spinner,  and 
several  nice  fish  have  been  taken,  but  warm  weather  ia 
wanted  before  any  good  baskets  of  fish  will  be  landed. — 
Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland). — 

Rivers  are  in  capital  order,  but  sport  generaUy  speaking 
is  not  good,  owing  in  great  measure  to  continued .  east 
winds  and  cold  nights,  followed  for  the  most  pirt  by 
bright,  sunny  days.  Blue  Dun,  YeUow  Dun,  and  Iron 
Blue  have  been  most  successful.  These,  with  Stone  Fly, 
Grey  Spinner,  Hardy  Brown,  and  Apple  Green  Dun, 
should  be  best.  We  are  wanting  rain  ;  that  and  a  favour- 
able change  of  wind  would  produce  good  sport.  Trout 
ara  in  capital  CDndition. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Onny  and  Flowden  Waters  (Salop).— River  low 
and  clear ;  spoit  noojinal.  P^xtensive  sheep  washing  goirg 
on  in  the  uppsr  reaches  of  the  river.  Both  heads  and  the 
main  stream  as  far  as  Stokesay  Bridge  were  explored  by 
the  otter  hounds  on  Friday  last  without  finding  a  drag. — 
Truth. 

Otter  (Salterton,  Devon).— At  present  time  of 
reporting  (April  26)  the  river  is  very  low.  For  the  last 
week  the  fishing  has  not  been  good.  The  "  time  of  the 
take  "  i)  between  12  and  2  p.m.,  when  the  smaU  Pale 
Duns  are  on  the  water.  There  is  no  regular  evening  rise, 
but  a  stray  fish  or  two  iray  be  picked  up  about  5  or  6  p.m. 
The  trout  are  in  good  condition.  Small  YeUow  Duns  and 
Red  and  Blue  Quills  are  good  flies. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Denver).— On  the  tidal  side  of  the  sluice  there 
has,  during  the  past  few  weeks,  been  some  very  fair  sport 
with  the  bream,  ssveral  good  fish  having  been  secured  by 
Mr.  W.  Harvey,  our  local  enthusiast ;  and  eels,  too,  are 
said  to  be  running  well  about  the  top  of  the  tide.  In  the 
still  vvater  of  the  Ten  Mile  river  there  is  an  abundance  of 
fish  life  on  the  [move  ;  whilst  in  the  tidal  waters  the  sea 
trout  are  ttmptingly  in  evidence,  and  several  rodsmen  are 
in  pursuit,  though  with  but  little  success  up  to  the  time  of 
writing.  On  Saturday  last  I  saw  several  leaping,  and  I 
learned  from  Beazley,  the  sluice  keepar,  that  there  were 
numbers  of  them  about. — Water  Wagtail. 

Severn  (Shropshire.).— The  river  has  been  in  good 
order,  and  a  fairly  large  number  of  anglers  have  been  out. 
Mr.  Beacall,  jun.,  of  Shrewsbury,  has  this  week  landed  a 
fine  trout  of  4lb.,  taken  on  the  natural  minnow,  at  Preston 
Boats.  Mr.  Salt,  of  Shrewsbury,  a  few  days  ago  landed 
a  lOlb.  salmon  below  the  Welsh  Bridge  ford  on  a 
spinning  bait.  As,  however,  the  angler  had  not  a  salmon 
fishing  licence,  he  had  reluctantly  to  raturn  it  to  the 
water.  A  faii-ly  large  number  of  pike  have  b^en  taken  of 
late,  four,  weighing  about  71b.  each,  having  been  landed 
in  the  little  river  Rea,  whiek  joins  the  Severn  at  Shrews- 
bury. Messrs.  Fox,  Young,  and  Warwick,  of  Shrewsbury, 
who  have  fished  the  river  pretty  f re  jiy  this  season,  have 
each  been  well  rewarded.  Mr.  Warwick  has  secured  over 
ten  brace  by  spinning,  and  Mr.  Fox  also  has  been  very 
successful,  his  heaviest  trout  weighing  31b.  Eel  fishing 
has  found  its  votaries,  and  among  the  best  taken  was  one 
of  IJlb  — Hafekn. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  7anat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — All  these  rivers  continue  in  very  good  condit'oa 
for  the  fly,  but  the  cold  wind  has  been  still  prevalent,  and 
much  against  sport,  which  has  been  hardly  up  to  the 
average,  as  the  trout  do  rot  rise  well  to  the  fly,  excepting 
for  a  short  time  about  mid-day.  In  this  neighbourhood 
very  few  trout  have  bee  a  taken  in  the  Seviru,  but  in  the 
Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have 
teen  landed,  and  in  the  Tanat  a  few  grayling  also  ;  but 
these  fish  are  now  in  poor  condition.  At  present  there  is 
every  appearance  of  a  change  in  the  weather,  as  it  is  very 
dull  and  stsrmy,  but  much  milder. — Yyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Kivers.— Streams  and  rivera 
are  bright  and  low  ;  in  fact,  the  Ouse  is  almost  stagnant, 
and  trout  are  suffering  in  consequence.  A  fine  fish  of  over 
71b.  was  seen  half  dead  below  Barcombe  Mill,  and  several 
others  have  been  picked  up  from  the  river.  Several  brace 
of  brook  trout  (some  up  to  IJlb  )  have  been  secured  from 
the  Ouse  and  tributaries  with  minnow  and  worm  ;  but  the 
perch  are  a  nuisancj  in  the  streams,  and  should  be  cleared 
out,  as  they  far  exceed  the  trout,  and  play  havoc  with 
spawn  and  small  fry.  Slight  showers  have  fallen  during 
the  week,  but  forty-eight  hours'  rain  would  be  of  great 
service.  A  few  anglers  have  tried  the  Rother  with  fair 
results.  Four  hours  on  the  river  by  three  rods  resulted  in 
six  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  (the  heaviest  2jlb.),  all  taken 
with  minnow.  A  well  stroked  western  stream,  near 
Chichester,  was  recently  completely  cleared  out  by 
poachers,  and  the  fish  taken  away  alive  to  stock  another 
water.  Information  has  been  obtained  which,  I  hope, 
will  lead  to  a  conviction.  A  nice  trout  of  2|lb.  was 
recently  taken  from  a  culvert  under  the  Portsmouth  rail- 
way by  runriicg  a  line  through  baited  with  brandling.— 
G.  P.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  still 
viuniug  clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  is  in  good  order  for 
angling.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  bat  there  has  been 
a  cold  east  wind  blowing,  which  has  been  against  good 
spoit.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  lave  been  out,  and  have 
used  fly  and  ground  bait.  Tbe  chief  flies  used  are  the 
Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Grey  Spinner,  Stone  Fly, 
Cowdung,  and  Olive  Dun.  The  Yellow  Dun  has  showed 
itself,  but  the  cold  weather  has  been  against  them  sis  yet. 
The  trout  are  moving  v  e'.l,  and  rise  freely  when  the  sua 
is  out,  and  there  :s  eiery  prospect  of  some  gocd  sport 
eiug  had  when  the  weather  gets  warmer.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  it  is  duU,  and  rain  is  expected.  On  Monday 
there  were  eight  good  fi-h  landed  with  Blue  Dun  and 
March  Brown.  With  the  worm  several  very  nice  trout 
have  been  taken.  Iha  Hawkestone  otter  hounds  were 
out  twice  last  week,  and  hunted  the  Cerne  up  to  Didd!c- 
bury,  where  they  fcurd,  ard,  after  a  thirty-five  minutes' 
hunt,  they  killed  a  tine  eld  dog  otter  scaling  271b.  The 
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otters  are  still  to  be  seen  around  Ludford  Bridge. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  ard  in  every  way  suitable  for 
angling.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  a  nasty  east  wind 
has  prevailed,  which  has  been  against  good  sport.  Angling 
in  this  part  has  been  fairly  good,  and  several  rods  have 
been  out  with  the  fly,  and  sport  has  been  good,  and  some 
very  nice  sized  trout  landed.  With  warmer  weather 
there  should  be  some  good  dishes  of  fish  taken  in  this  part. 

— WORSESTER. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— Water  low  and  as  clear  as 
crystal.  Mr.  E.  Powlette,  however,  seems  to  be  in  the 
swim,  for  last  week  he  took  four  or  five  fine  salmon  in 
good  condition.  Mr.  Massie,  one,  on  the  Llanellen  watsrs. 
A  few  trout  are  being  caught  here  and  there.  William 
James,  Llangromey,  took  an  exceptionally  large  dish  of 
trout  last  week. — Ernle  J.  Delafield. 

Wit^am,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnsliire).— Only  very  few 
trout  licences  have  as  yet  been  issued  for  this  district. 
Most  of  the  work  has  been  on  Branston  Beck,  between 
Lincoln  and  Sleaford.  This  stream  is  well  stocked,  and 
worms  have  been  most  effective.  There  has  also  been 
some  sport  on  the  Barlings  river,  which  runs  through 
Langworth  and  into  the  river  below  Bardney.  About  Old 
Barlings  Abbey  there  are  some  capital  fish,  several  of 
these  have  been  banked  recently  running  up  to  IJlb., 
mostly  with  worm.  Eeports  from  other  districts  are 
quiet.    Fly  fishing  is  at  a  discount. — Ll'ci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire,  aiatlock  Bath). 
—These  rivers  continue  in  order  for  fly  fishing.  A  few 
nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  from  both  streams, 
especially  the  Wye  and  upper  portions  of  the  Derwent. 
Several  very  good  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water.  Two  gentle- 
men (visitors),  fishing  with  worm  from  the  Lover's  Walks, 
took  a  brace  each,  one  gentleman's  brace  weighing  over 
31b.  The  weather  has  not  been  favourable  for  fly  fishing, 
a  cold,  easterly  wind  blowing;  however,  (he  prospect  is 
better  to-day  (Wednesday),  a  few  showers  and  milder. 
The  following  flies  will  be  useful  :  Ash  Dun,  Cock  Wing 
Dun,  Claret  and  Furnace  Bumbles. — Dotterel. 

SCOTCH  BEFORTS. 

Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arras).— Mr.  Sturrock, 
fishing  the  Tay  from  the  Breadalbane  Arms,  caught  some 
nice  trout,  weighing  16jlb. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

—The  trout  angling  has  opened  this  season  much  earlier 
than  usual.  On  SJlst,  Mr.  Frost,  Crieff,  fished  Loch 
Bourlan,  and  had  the  capital  basket  of  thirty-eight  trout, 
aggregating  131b.  Fish  are  in  forward  condition,  and 
prospects  generally  good. — B. 

Border  Bsk  (Langholm).— The  weather  has  been 
much  warmer  for  the  past  week.  The  sun  has  b^en 
showing  his  face,  and  all  nature  is  looking  "blithe  and 
gay,"  and  in  anticipation  of  an  early  summer  the  swallows 
are  already  here,  the  earliest  they  have  been  for  a  number 
of  years,  since  1860.  Sport  has  also  improved.  Yellow 
trout  are  now  getting  into  good  condition  and  yielding  fair 
sport,  but  as  only  fly  fishing  is  allowed  till  May  1,  few  local 
anglers  have  been  out.  Those  who  have  been  trying  their 
luck  have  been  well  rewarded.  The  following  are  some  of 
the  takes :  Mr.  S.  M.  Kune  had  a  new  run  salmon, 
weighing  10|lb.,  in  the  Long  Pool;  Mr.  E.  J.  Graham, 
two  and  a  half  dozen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  T.  Moffat  had  a 
good  basket  of  yellow  trout  iu  Langholm  water,  one 
weighing  lib.  Mr.  J.  Hawkins  and  Sergeant  Bell  had 
both  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water ;  Mr. 
Harrison  and  Mr.  Watt,  both  from  Edinburgh,  had  some 
good  trout  in  the  mid-reaches.  Mr.  Thos.  Steel,  Edin- 
burgh, had  a  good  take  of  three  dozen  yellow  trout,  some 
of  them  weighing  Jib.  and  |lb. — W.  D. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— With  the 
exception  of  a  few  saloion  landed  by  Mr.  Payne  and  friend 
on  Braelangwell  Lodge  waters,  sport  has  been  nil. 
Besides  state  of  water  and  weather  being  unfavourable,  it 
is  not  supposed  that  there  are  many  fish  in  the  river  at 
present. — B. 

Cassley,  Rosehall,  N.B.— This  river  is  at  present  in 
fairly  good  order.  Mr.  W.  E.  Gilmour,  of  Glencassley, 
landed  several  nice  salmon,  averaging  121b. — B. 

Conon  (Conon  Bridge,  Boss-shire).— Of  late  the 
weather  has  been  too  bright  for  sport.  Fish,  however, 
are  running  freely,  and  good  sport  is  anticipated.  Since 
last  reported  the  sport  has  been  as  follows :  Fishing  the 
Brxhan  Castle  water,  from  Mr.  Melville's  Hotel,  on  18th 
inst.,  Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel,  Wales,  landed  a  salmon 
weighing  7ilb.,  and  a  trout  of  21b.  On  19th,  Mr.  Mervyn 
Peel,  on  same  water,  caught  a  salmon  of  14Jlb.  ;  and  Mr. 
St.  Vincent  Peel  a  trout  weighing  21b.  On  the  nettings 
at  the  river  mouth  seventeen  salmon  were  caught. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  weather  was  somewhat 
rough  and  unfavourable  during  the  past  week  for  rod 
fishing,  the  mornings  and  evenings  being  cold  and  slightly 
frosty.  On  the  Corniehaugh  water,  Mr.  Latham  and 
friends  had  ninety-four  trout,  weighing  521b.  12oz. ;  Mr. 
Walker,  the  keeper,  had  a  salmon  of  lOlb. ;  on  the  Bridge 
of  Marnoch  section,  Mr.  H.  B.  Latham  had  two  salmon, 
Olb.  and  71b.,  and  forty-seven  trout,  28|lb.  ;  on  the 
Carnoustie  section,  a  fine  fish  of  SJlb.  was  killed ;  and  on 
the  Ardnuddle  section,  three  fish  of  (ilb.  to  81b.  were 
cxught.  Fair  baskets  of  trout  were  also  got  on  the  Duff 
House  water,  and  at  several  other  waters  on  the  Deveron. 
The  net  fishing  for  the  week  on  the  Deveron  yielded  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  salmon,  of  an  average  weight  of 
81b.  On  the  coast  the  reports  from  the  several  stations  were 
not  so  encouraging,  only  a  few  fish  having  been  taken 
trom  the  stake  nets,  and  no  better  appearance. — H.  W. 

Garry  and  Loch  Oich  (Invergariy,  N.B.).— The 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Portland  are  at  present  staying  at 
Invergarry  Hotel,  and  are  enjojing  excellent  sport. 
Several  heavy  weights  have  been  grassed  by  his  Grace, 


one  a  32.pounder  being  the  heaviest  fish  he  ever 
caught,  and  the  capture  of  which  he  was  justly  proud. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  sport  got  lately  ;  On  the  5th, 
two  fish,  71b.  and  71b. ;  on  the  6th,  four,  71b.,  101b.,  181b., 
and  221b.;  on  the  7th,  three,  81b.,  191b.,  and  201b.;  on 
the  8oh,  one,  181b.  ;  on  the  9th,  three,  81b,,  91b.,  and  201b. ; 
on  the  11th,-  one,  321b. ;  on  the  12th,  one,  161b.  ;  on  the 
13th,  threa  16-pounders  ;  on  the  14th,  one,  20Ib. ;  on  the 
15th,  one,  201b. ;  on  the  10th,  three,  161b.,  191b.,  and  201b. ; 
on  the  18th,  one,  271b. ;  on  the  19th,  one,  291b.  ;  on  the 
20th,  three,  101b.,  181b.,  and  221b.  ;  on  the  21st,  one,  201b.  ; 
on  the  23rd,  four,  111b..  161b.,  201b.,  and  291b. ;  and  on 
the  25th,  two,  71b.  and  221b.  The  bulk  of  these  were  got 
with  the  Jock  Scott.  Water  rather  low  and  clear. — 
H.  S.  A. 

Garve  (via  Dingwall.  N.B.).— Sport  with  the  rod 
has  commenced  sooner  than  expected.  On  Saturday  last 
Dr.  Douglas,  Edinburgh,  fished  Loch  Garve  from  the 
hotel,  and  landed  half  a  dozen  fine  trout  aggregating  101b. 
— B. 

Loch  Awe  (Taychreggan  Hotel).— The  following 
are  the  baskets  got  by  anglers  out  from  the  above  hotel : 
On  April  23,  Col.  Whitelaw  and  Master  Whitelaw,  eleven 
trout ;  Messrs.  Annandale,  four  trout ;  Messrs.  McEae 
and  friend,  sixteen  trout;  Messrs.  Cooper  and  friend, 
three  trout.  On  Wednesday,  Col.  Whitelaw,  fishing  Loch 
Moon,  had  fifty-one  trout.  On  Thursday,  Master  and 
Miss  McDungall  caught  thirty -three  trout.  —  W.  J. 
Cameron. 

Loch  Katrine   (Stronachlachar  Hotel).— Out 

from  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Menzies, 
Stirling,  caught  twenty  trout,  the  heaviest  weighing  21b. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— The  weather  has  been  favour- 
able during  the  past  week.  The  sky  was  overcast  every 
alternate  day,  and  the  breeze  vaiiable.  Splendid  sport  has 
been  got  with  the  fly  by  the  following  :  Mr.  Dick,  Dun- 
fermline, twenty  trout,  131b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Vaughan  and  Son, 
Newcastle,  forty-five,  351b.  8oz.  ;  Messrs.  Hallard  and 
Sillar,  Edinburgh,  twenty,  151b.  ;  Messrs.  Marshall  and 
Cameron,  Armadale,  twenty-six,  201b. ;  two  Glasgow 
anglers,  twenty-one,  171b. ;  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Fergus, 
Glasgow,  fourteen,  101b. ;  Mr.  Anderson,  Edinbui-gh, 
twelve,  101b.  8oz. ;  Messrs.  Eeid  and  Godfrey,  Glasgow, 
fourteen,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Gordon  and  Wright,  Glasgow, 
twenty-six,  221b.  ;  Mr.  Ferrier,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr. 
Stuckey,  Cardiff,  twenty-four,  161b. ;  Mr.  E.  W. 
Gover,  London,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  Uddingston,  sixteen, 
141b.  12oz. ;  Messrs.  Malcolm  and  Bain,  Falkirk,  seven- 
teen, 141b.  ;  Messrs.  Higgin  and  Shields,  Perth,  thirteen, 
101b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Borthsvick,  Peebles,  sixteen,  111b. ; 
Messrs.  A.  and  J.  S.  Steel,  Perth,  ten,  111b.;  Mr. 
G.  Gibb,  Pittenchar,  twenty-four,  191b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Waldie,  twenty-six,  201b. ;  Mr.  Kidd,  Kirkcaldy,  four- 
teen, 101b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Dunsmurj,  Callander,  and  Mr. 
PuUan,  Bridge  of  Allan,  twenty-five,  181b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  twenty-one,  201b.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
Wood  and  friend,  Edinburgh,  twenty-three,  161b.  ; 
Miss  Annandale,  Edinburgh,  eighteen,  131b.  ;  Mr. 
Kelsall,  Crieff,  fourteen,  111b.  ;  Canon  Butti  and  Mr. 
Cappon,  Dundee,  seventeen,  151b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Mactaggart, 
India,  twenty,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Lumsden  and  Mr.  Steel,  Perth, 
twenty,  161b.;  Mr.  Paterson,  Eothesay,  fifteen,  111b.  8oz.; 
Master  Ernest  Burden,  Lasswade,  twenty-six,  221b. ;  Mr. 
Usher  and  Mr.  Lyle,  Edinburgh,  ten,  101b.  Soz.  Other 
anglers  had  smaller  catches.  The  first  compatition  this 
season  was  held  by  the  Pollokshields  Club  on  Saturday, 
when  nine  members  captured  fifty-seven  trout,  441b.  12oz. 
First,  Mr.  J.  Malcolm,  twelve,  111b.  8oz. ;  second,  Mr. 
P.  Pringle,  fourteen,  91b.  9oz.  The  Stirling  Club  com- 
peted on  Monday,  when  the  total  captiire  with  fly  to  seven 
rods  was  sixty-two  trout,  451b.  First,  Mr.  W.  Finlay, 
nine,  101b.  lloz.  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Millar,  fifteen,  91b.  lOoz.  ; 
third,  Mr.  J.  F.  Maokie,  fourteen,  91b.  4oz.  A  sweepstake 
for  the  heaviest  trout  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  Finlay,  with 
cue  of  21b.  9oz. — Egbert  Laing, 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— April  22,  Mr.  Mactaggart, 
one  salmon,  181b.  25th,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Duloch,  two, 221b., 
20Ib.  ;  one  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Berryman,  one,  201b.  ;  Mr. 
Haynes,  one,  191b. — H.  Maiset. 

L5on_(Portingall  Hotel).— Fishing  from  hotel  on 
the  25th  inst.,  Mr.  Philip  Geen  landed  two  salmon,  141b. 
and  271b.,  by  fly.  Eiver  in  good  ply.  Also  good  sport 
with  trout. — MacPhail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Sport  has 
fallen  off  since  last  report,  owing  to  bright  weather  and 
low  water.  On  18th,  General  Home,  Syre  Lodge,  fished 
beat  No.  1,  and  landed  three  salmon,  one  of  which  weighed 
211b.  ;  and  Sir  James  Drummond,  two  salmon  on  No.  2. 
On  19th,  General  Home  caught  a  salmon  on  No.  2.  On 
20th,  Mr.  Oats,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  one  on  No.  1  ; 
and  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  two  salmon  on  No.  2.  On 
21st,  Mr.  MacCorquodale,  Skelpick  Lodge,  had  a  salmon 
on  beat  No.  1  ;  and  on  23rd,  Major  Burnell  Milnes, 
Dalvina,  one  on  No.  5. — B. 

North-Basfc  of  Scotland.— Most  of  the  rivers  and 
streams  have  been  in  grand  fettle  during  the  past  week, 
and  some  very  good  results  have  been  obtained,  especially  on 
the  higher  reaches.  On  the  lower  sections  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  fresh  run  fish.  On  the  Braemar  waters,  Messrs. 
Barry  and  Mason,  on  the  Lower  Invercauld  water,  had  one 
of  81b.,  and  four,  of  OJlb.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  101b. ;  while  Col. 
Moiland,  on  the  Uppar  water,  had  two,  of  81b.  each,  and 
one  of  8|lb.  On  the  i'ife  Arms  section,  Mr.  Ryland  Smith 
landed  one  of  81b.  on  Monday.  On  the  Balmoral  and 
Ballater  reaches  good  sport  is  being  got  every  day ;  the 
water  is  in  condition.  On  the  Cambus  O'May  section,  Mr. 
H.  D.  Barclay  creeled  three,  of  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Percy  Laming,  two,  of  101b.  and  151b.  ;  and  four,  on 
Friday,  of  71b.,  91b.,  101b.,  and  101b.;  while  Mr.  Barclay 
had  three,  of  6lb.,  71b.,  and  91b.  Sport  is  getting  very 
life  ia  these  parts,  and  right  up  to  Braemar.  On  the 
Glentana  waters,  Mr.  W.  D.  Hay  had  two,  of  61b.  and  81b., 
two,  of  81b.  and  101b.,  and  three,  of  61b.,  81b.,  and  101b. ; 


while  Mr.  A.  D.  Hay  had  two,  and  Mr.  C.  D.  Hay  two  of 
average  weights.  On  the  same  section.  Admiral  Sir  Arthur 
Farquhar  creeled  four,  of  81b.,  101b.,  101b.,  and  121b.  ; 
Col.  Duncan,  Aberdeen,  one  of  101b. ;  and  Mr.  Laming 
six,  scaling  from  71b.  to  141b.,  and  one  of  101b.  Col. 
Cumberland  creeled  two  of  similar  weights  on  same  water. 
On  the  Huntly  Arms  water,  Mr.  Skinner  landed  two,  of 
111b.  and  131b. ;  Mr.  Crawshaw,  eight,  of  71b.,  91b.,  91b., 
17Ib.,  71b.,  81b.,  91b.,  and  101b. ;  Mr.  Scott,  three,  of  71b., 
91b.,  and  91b.;  Mr.  Bush,  two,  of  81b.  and  71b.;  Mr. 
Clieve,  ten,  ranging  from  71b.  to  171b. ;  and  Mr.  Milburn 
one  of  91b.  On  the  Castle  water.  Lord  Huntly's  guests 
have  had  a  fair  share  of  the  sport  agoing.  On  the 
Kincardine  O'Neil  water  a  fairly  good  time  of  it 
has  been  had,  but  details  are  not  yet  to  hand. 
On  Dess,  Capt.  Davidson  and  Harper  (keeper)  had  six  of 
average  weights.  On  Ballogie,  Mortimer  on  Sluie,  Gill 
on  Commonty  Eoss,  had  several  ranging  from  71b.  to  171b. 
On  thelnchmarlo  water,  Capt.  Gaskill  creeled  three;  and 
on  Cairnton,  Mr.  Farley  ;  and  on  Blackball  Castle,  Mr. 
Hay,  had  also  fairly  good  sport  since  the  river  settled. 
The  Don  has  been  in  capital  trim  for  fronting,  and  s)me 
good  baskets  are  being  made  daily  on  all  the  middle  and 
the  fairly  protected  waters,  while  a  fair  show  of  finnock  is 
also  being  had  on  the  Ythan  and  Ugie.— G.  M. 

Oich  and  Loch  Ness  (Fort  Augustus,  N.B.).— 
]\Ir.  Perkins  of  Shrewsbury  has  gone  south  after  enjoying 
fair  sport  on  above  watars.  The  river  is  now  too  low,  but 
an  occasional  fish  is  got  off  the  lake.  Lech  Ness  is  teeming 
with  large  trout,  which  are  beginning  to  rise  to  the  fly. 
The  trout  are  in  good  condition,  rich  coloured  flesh,  and 
are  noted  for  their  gameres?. — H.  S.  N. 

Oykell  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— So  far  as  the  season 
has  gone,  the  sport  has  been  unprecsdentedly  good,  as 
records  go.  From  12th  ult.  to  15th  inst.,  Mr.  W.  E. 
Gilmour  of  Inveroyell  had,  to  his  own  rod,  twenty-four  sal- 
mon, averaging  over  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Allan  Gilmour  of  Eagle- 
sham  six  salmon,  ranging  from  81b.  to  181b.  On  18th, 
Mr.  Eoss,  Leicester,  killed  an  181b.  salmon ;  and  on  19th, 
two,  weighing  91b.  and  9Jlb.  On  20th,  Mr.  Eowse, 
Langwell  Lodge  (on  Capt.  Hunt's  rod),  got  a  salmon  of 
9Jlb. ;  on  21st,  two,  weighing  9Jlb.  each ;  and  on  23rd, 
one  of  91b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland.— Only  sport  of  a  moderate  cha- 
racter has  fallen  to  anglers  this  week  on  the  Border 
streams.  On  Tuesday  the  wind  changed  to  the  east,  and 
trout  have  not  been  rising  at  all  well  for  two  or  three 
days.  On  the  Annan  a  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  but 
nothing  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout  have  fallen  to  the  rods 
with  fly.  A  number  of  salmon  have  been  noticed  rising  in 
the  pools,  but  the  waters  are  now  too  low  and  clear  for 
salmon  fishing.  On  the  Nith  and  its  tributaries  the  sport 
has  been  much  better  than  that  recently  reported.  After 
the  copious  rains  the  waters  were  in  capital  order  last 
week,  and  several  good  baskets  were  caught  in  the  main 
river,  where  the  yellow  trout  are  in  much  better  condition 
than  those  in  the  tributaries.  Fishing  in  the  Sanquhar 
waters,  Messrs.  McGowan  and  Gilmour  had  good  sport 
among  yellow  trout  with  the  Black  and  Eed  Spider  Flies. 
The  former  killed  thirty,  and  the  latter  twenty-four.  In 
the  Kirkconnel  water  several  rods  have  done  pretty  well  of 
late.  In  the  Cluden  and  Cairn  waters  a  number  of  anglers 
report  fairly  good  catches  with  fly.  Near  Dumfries  the 
sport  has  not  been  so  good,  although  a  few  fair-sized  trout 
have  been  taken.  Since  Tuesday  morning  the  wind  has 
been  in  the  east,  and  the  catches  have  fallen  off  consider- 
ably. Angling  has  also  shown  some  improvement  on  the 
Galloway  rivers.  On  the  Ken  river  (a  river,  by  the  bye, 
not  often  reported)  several  good  catches  have  been  made. 
A  good  many  tourists  and  local  rods  were  out  last  week, 
and  had  pretty  fair  sport.  Several  trout  of  21b.  were 
taken,  chiefly  with  the  minnow.  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Edin- 
burgh, secured  a  good  basket  of  trout— about  sixty  front 
was  reported  as  the  number  he  killed;  whi'e  two  local 
rods  had  also  good  baskets.  A  few  salmon  have  been 
seen  rising  in  the  pools,  but  none  were  taken  by  rod  and 
line.  On  Loch  Ken  the  sport  has  been  somewhat 
poor,  so  far  as  the  season  has  gone ;  but  with  a 
turn  of  milder  weather,  and  a  good  lise  of  fly  on 
the  loch,  sport  is  expected  to  greatly  improve  shortly. 
On  the  other  Galloway  rivers  and  lochs  there  is  not  much 
to  report.  The  liver  Dee  has  afforded  fair  sport  on  the 
private  stretches.  The  Gate  House  Fleet  is  rather  low 
and  clear  for  salmon  fishing,  but  in  fair  order  for  trout. 
Not  much,  however,  has  been  doing  of  late,  the  best 
baskets  being  from  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  and  a  half  of  yellow 
trout  on  the  most  favourable  days.  On  the  Urr  tha 
complaints  are  rife  as  to  the  slaughter  of  salmon  fry,  bat 
steps  are  now  being  taken  to  have  this  put  a  stop  to.  On 
the  Ayrshire  rivers  and  lochs  moderate  sport  has  been 
obtained  of  late.  The  Ayr,  in  the  upper  reaches,  gave 
pretty  fair  baskets  on  the  private  stretches.  Loch  Doon 
trout  are  now  in  good  order,  and  several  nice  catches  have 
been  had  by  rods  fishing  from  the  side  of  the  loch.  It  is 
expected  that  there  will  be  a  rush  of  Glasgow  anglers  out 
on  this  loch  next  week.  The  river  Irvine  has  afforded 
good  sport  of  late,  and  a  number  of  rods  have  done  fairly 
well  on  the  Girvin.  On  the  Esk  trout  fishing  is  improving. 
In  the  Liddle,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Newcastleton,  killed  twenty 
brown  trout  on  Friday,  while  Mr.  Chalmers,  Bolton,  had 
also  a  good  basket.  In  the  Solway  salmon  are  very  scxrce 
in  the  nets,  but  a  number  of  large  sea  trout  up  to  61b. 
have  been  caught. — Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Owing  to  the  weather  having  been  more  settled 
lately,  the  river  has  been  in  good  order,  and  sport  fair. 
On  Tuesday,  on  the  Laggan  water,  Mr.  Green  of  Lyn- 
burn  killed  a  salmon  of  171b.  ;  and  on  the  Wester  Elchies 
water,  Mr.  Burnett,  Viewfield  Villa,  one  of  61b. ;  while 
from  the  latter  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Cumming,  The 
Dowans,  killed  two,  of  91b.  and  71b.  On  Friday,  Sir 
Peter  Lumsden  of  Buchromb  had  also  one  of  51b.  ;  and 
on  this  day  week,  Mr.  Cumming,  one  of  13Ib.  On  the 
Aberlour  House  water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Part,  Craigel- 
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lachie  Hotel,  had  a  salmon  of  211b.,  and  a  fine  basket  of 
trout ;  and  on  the  following  day  a  salmon  of  8|lb.  ;  while 
from  the  Aberlour  (village)  water.  Major  McKowan  had  a 
sea  trout  of  21b. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  weather  and  water  of  the  past  day  or  two 
have  been  very  favourable  to  anglers,  and  excellent  results 
continue  to  be  obtaiaed.  On  Stobhall  water,  on  Thursday 
last  week,  Col.  Phillpots  had  one  fish  of  201b. ;  and  on 
Friday,  two  fish,  weighing  16Jlb.  and  201b..  Fishing 
BsnchiU  water  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Geo.  Pople  landed  one 
salmon  of  161b.,  and  a  brown  trout  of  2^1b.  On  Stanley 
water,  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Ernest  Oldham  had  a  salmon  of 
lUb.  ;  and  Mr.  John  A.  Park  had  two  fish  of  irib.  and 
191b.  Fishing  the  Upper  Delvine  water  on  Thursday,  Mr. 
William  Cox,  of  Snaigow,  and  Mr.  Charles  Kinloch,  of 
Gourdie,  caught  three  beautiful  salmon,  their  weights 
being _91b.,  201b.,  and  211b.  respectively.  Mr.  W.  S. 
Fothringham,  fishing  the  Upper  Murthly  water  on 
Tuesday,  caught  two  salmon,  of  121b.  and  151b.  On 
Wednesday,  Ool.  Home-Drummond  caught,  on  the  Lower 
Murthly  water,  one  fish  of  201b.;  while  Lady  Georgiaa 
Drummond,  on  the  same  day,  captured  one  of  161b.  Mr. 
Fothringham's  boatman,  on  Friday,  had  a  splendid  salmon 
of  251b.  Upper  Reaches.— On  the  waters  of  Fisher's 
Hotel,  Pitlochry,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Beck  killed  a  nice 
salmon  of  201b. ;  and  on  Wednesday  hid  two,  of .141b.  and 
17ib.  respectively.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Prain"  Dundee, 
had  a  fish  of  15Jlb.  ;  and  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Prain  landed 
one  of  161b.  On  Thursday,  Miss  Hanbury  Barclay  killed  a 
salmon  of  111b.;  and  Dr.  Newton,  Lonaon,  one  of  201b. 
on  the  hotel  water.  Fishing  on  the  Tummel,  Mr.  James 
Menzies,  Glenfincastle,  had  a  salmon  of  111b. ;  and  on 
Thursday,  on  the  Tummel,  Lieut.  Blair  grassed  a  fish  of 
151b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  C.  Drew,  Faskally,  Pitlochry, 
grassed  a  new  run  salmon  of  191b.  On  Thursday,  Mrs. 
Drew,  Faskally,  Pitlochry,  killed  a  nice  fish  of  ISJlb.  on 
the  Tummel.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Drew  caught  a  splendid 
new  run  salmon  of  211b. ;  and  one  of  the  keepers  killed 
two  pretty  fish  of  IS^b.  On  the  waters  of  Fisher's  Hotel, 
Pitlochry,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  Mrs.  Newton,  London, 
landed  a  fine  salmon  of  251b.  On  the  same  fishing  an 
excellent  salmon  of  9Jlb.  was  got  on  Friday  by  Mr. 
Mason  ;  while  Mr.  Prain,  Dundee,  grassed  one  of  IBJlb. ; 
and  Mr.  Block,  one  of  18ilb.  Trout  fishing  has  also  been 
prosecuted  with  unusual  success.  Several  splendid  baskets 
have  been  obtained  on  Fisher's  Hotel  waters,  including 
those  of  Mr.  Lindsay,  who  on  Wednesday  had  eight  trout, 
weighing  6Jlb. ;  and  on  Thursday  two  of  l^lb.  each,  and 
one  of  lib.  Mr,  Mason,  Edinburgh,  yesterday  had  also  a 
nice  basket  of  eight  trout,  one  of  which  turned  the  scales 
at  21b.— P.  D.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
The  streams  in  the  Border  district  have  all  been  running 
in  good  volume  duiiag  the  past  ten  days.  Some  very 
excellent  baskets  of  trout  have  been  had.  As  to  salmon 
angling  not  much  can  be  said.  But  on  some  of  the  best 
waters  in  the  middle  and  lower  districts  fair  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  past  fortnight.  The  following  have 
been  the  best  takes  got  since  my  last  report  i  On  the 
Mertoun  upper  water,  three  salmon  were  killed  on  Tuesday 
of  last  week  by  Mr.  Wright.  The  weights  of  his  fish  were 
lOJlb.,  161b.,  and  171b.  ;  and  on  the  23rd,  on  the  same 
water,  he  had  one  very  fine  fish  of  161b.  On  the  celebrated 
casts  on  the  Upper  Floors  Castle  waters,  Mr.  Lucas,  the 
lessee,  and  his  friends  have  had  very  good  sport,  consider- 
ing the  state  of  the  river.  On  Monday  of  last  week,  Mr. 
Lucas_had  killed  two  salmon,  weighing  respsctively  101b. 
and  171b.  ;  on  the  following  day.  Major  Armstrong  bad 
got  one  salmon  of  111b.  ;  on  the  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Lucas  had  again  one  salmon  of  101b.  ;  and  on 
the  same  day,  Mr.  Cobbold  had  one  salmon 
of  9Jlb. ;  while  the  same  angler,  on  the  Friday, 
kiUed  a  fish  of  9Jlb.  Trouting  has  been  fairly  good, 
as  well  as  salmon  sport ;  and  on  Monday,  this  week, 
Mr.  George  Wright,  the  veteran  fisherman,  on  theTsveed, 
in  the  Kelso  district,  killed  121b.  weight  of  grand  trout  on 
the  Makerstoun  water.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  J.  Steel  had 
61b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Mabon,  41b. ;  Mr.  Rowley,  51b.  ;  and  Mr. 
W.  Hardie,  6ilb.  On  the  Eden,  near  to  Nenthorn,  one 
angler  had  61b.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  Duncan  HiU,  Queen's 
Head  Hotel,  Kelso,  killed  61b.  of  trout,  including  one  of 
lib.,  and  two  grayling  of  fully  lib.  each.  Mr.  John  Hill, 
jun.,  had_  about  31b.  the  same  day  (Saturday).  On  some 
of  the  tributary  streams  baskets  of  from  41b.  up  to  61b. 
have  been  kiUed,  the  best  takes  having  been  got  from  the 
Kale  and  Bowmont.  In  the  Newcattleton  district  the 
nver  has  lately  been  in  good  order,  and  Messrs.  W. 
Hobkirk,  D.  Fergusson,  W.  Stoddart,  J.  Beattie,  and  Mr. 
Chalmers  have  had  capital  baskets  of  yellow  river  trout  with 
fly.  The  members  of  the  Galashiels  A.  A.  have  had  their 
annual  spring  competition  on  the  Tweed,  Gala,  and 
tributaiies;  the  hours  were  9  a.m.  till  5  p.m.,  fly  being 
the  only  lure  allowed,  and  the  following  was  the  result : 
First,  Mr.  James  Fleming,  51b.  gjoz. ;  second,  Mr. 
William  Riddell,  41b.  6|oz. ;  third,  Mr.  John  Gray, 
31b.  2Joz. ;  fourth,  Mr.  Alexander  Clapperton,  31b.  IJoz. ; 
fifth,  Mr.  George  Guthrie,  31b.  IJoz.  Special  prize  for 
best  half-dozen,  Mr.  James  Fleming,  21b.  5oz.  On  the 
Berwickshire  streams  some  very  good  sport  with  trout  has 
also  been  got.  On  the  river  Eye,  Mr.  John  Eenton,  jun., 
fishing  this  stream  last  week,  killed  a  common  trout  of 
3Jlb.  On  the  Whitadder,  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got 
varying  from  31b.  up  to  61b.  and  81b.,  and  on  Friday  last, 
Mr.  Balfour,  Kinnear,  killed  a  grand  basket  of  forty-nine 
trout,  half  a  dozen  of  which  turned  the  scales  at  3|lb.  At 
the  present  time,  in  the  Tweed  and  Teviot,  there  are 
any  amount  of  grayhng  and  pike,  and  to  counter- 
act the  evils  done  by  these  fish  to  the  trout  fishing, 
the  Kelso  Angling  Association's  committee  have  under 
consideration  the  best  ways  and  means  of  getting  rid  of 
these  pests.  The  Berwick  Tweed  net  salmon  fishings  are 
m  a  most  unsatisfactory  state  at  present.  Salmon  are 
remarkably  scarce,  and  the  prices  are  going  up,  2s.  6d. 


per  lb.  at  the  present  time  being  asked.  Trout  are  just  as 
less  plentiful,  so  much  so  that  at  present  a  prioe  for  these 
fish  per  lb.  is  not  quoted  by  the  wholesale  vendors. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork).— Salmon  and  trout  fishing  has 
been  well  up  to  the  average  for  past  week.  R.  St.  J. 
Beasley  and  party,  on  the  Mauoh  water,  have  landed  from 
one  to  three  fish  per  day.  Other  anglers  have  bsen 
equally  successful.  Trout  anglers  on  the  tidal  water  at 
Innishannon  have  had  some  excellent  baskets.  Mr.  T. 
Olliffe,  on  the  2l8t,  fourteen  trout,  weighing  lljlb. ;  C.  H. 
Stanley,  in  fourteen  days'  fishing,  had  twenty-nine  trout, 
weighing  141b.  ;  nine  trout,  weighing  51b. ;  eighteen  trout, 
weighing  Ulb.  ;  and  ten  trout,  weighing  7ilb.  Capt.  D.  P. 
Sarsfield  and  other  locil  anglers  have  also  had  equally 
good  sport. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bo^ne  (Navan  Section).— At  time  of  writing  yon 
last  week  the  river  was  getting  into  admirable  order,  but 
several  hours  rain  on  following  day  caused  a  rise  of  several 
inches,  which  kept  the  fish  moving  steadily  forward,  and 
again  spoilt  sport  for  two  or  three  days.  I  hear  that 
large  numbers  of  fish  have  now  got  into  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Boyne  audits  main  tributary,  the  Blackwater,  and 
thus  already  insured  a  splendid  stock  of  spawning  fish. 
On  Ardmulchan,  Col.  Rock  and  Capt.  Cunliffe  had  four 
fish,  including  one  or  two  heavy  ones,  19Ib.  to  211b.  eash. 
On  Lower  Black  Castle,  two  have  been  got,  101b.  to  121b. 
On  Upper  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  had  fifteen, 
from  91b.  to  211b.  each,  his  best  day  being  on  the  26th, 
when  he  had  six,  of  131b.,  131b,  121b.,  111b.,  101b.,  and  9lb. 
each.  His  fisherman  had  also  lour,  from  91b.  to  181b.  each, 
making  a  total  of  nineteen  for  the  week.  At  this  season 
of  the  year  the  fish  will  not  stay  in  the  reaches  below 
Upper  Black  Castle,  but  run  right  through  to  this  fishery. 
— Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes. — This  river  was  in  good  fishing  order 
during  the  last  week,  and  continues  so.  Mr.  T.  Feely 
took  three  salmon  since  last  report,  averaging  about  101b. 
each;  Mr.  C.  J.  Singleton  took  one  salmon  of  similar 
weight. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Coirib  (Gal-way).— The  Corrib  is  in  better  trim  this 
week,  with  an  improvement  in  angling.  The  prawn  and 
shrimp  account  for  most  of  the  fish  taken.  In  the 
past  month  the  Yellow  Goldfinch  Fly  proved  one  of  the 
best  on  this  stream.  Trouting  is  indifferent.  Amongst 
the  most  successful  salmon  fishers  were  :  Col.  Kemys, 
Messrs.  White,  Robinson,  Cooke,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Jackson.  All  the  spent  fish  have  disappeared — gone  sea- 
wards— and  the  salmon  fry  are  on  the  move. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummeragh  (Kerry).— A  few  sal«ion  we-e  had  on 
this  river  last  week,  and  brown  trout  have  given  good 
sport  generally  in  the  lower  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— Both  the  Ballmderry  and 
Blackwater  are  in  fair  order  for  the  fly.  On  Saturday  a 
Belfast  angler  killed  two  dozen  trout,  heaviest  l|lb., 
below  Coagh,  on  the  Ballinderry. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne. — Since  last  report  this  river  has  been  too  high 
for  trout  fishing,  but  at  time  of  writing  is  getting  into 
good  order  again. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Foxford.  —  Mr.  E.  J.  Maitland  landed  yesterday 
(April  25)  a  beautiful  salmon,  weighing  111b. ;  also  a  basket 
of  fine  brown  trout,  weights  ranging  from  lib.  to  IJlb. — 
Angler. 

Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels,  Ballina  (Private 
Water). — Owing  to  the  easterly  winds,  the  fishing  for 
the  past  week  has  not  been  good.  On  the  23rd,  Mr. 
Scroope  killed  a  salmon  ;  there  are  a  number  of  fish  in  the 
pools,  and  we  are  expecting  the  grilse  to  come  up  any  day 
now. — Manager. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry.) — Brown  trout  angle rj  are  getting 
good  sport,  but  no  fish  heavier  than  lib.  was  had. 
"  Pink'^  '  are  now  running  down  in  big  numbers,  and  for 
the  past  three  days  generally  good  sport  has  been  had 
among  them. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Salmon  angling  has  improved  on  the 
Flesk  and  Laune,  but  on  the  lakes  nothing  worth  record- 
ing has  been  done.  The  brown  trout  fishing  continues  in 
a  pretty  good  way,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  had. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — The  river  has  been  rising  and  falling 
constantly  during  the  past  week,  and  salmon  moving  up  to 
the  upper  reaches  in  large  quantities.  It  is  now  settling 
down  into  good  fishing  order.  Col.  Broderiok  landed,  on 
Nettleville  Fishery,  a  beauty  of  22 Jib.,  also  four  smaller 
fish,  91b.  to  111b.;  H,  Austen,  two,  101b.,  101b. ;  Mr.  J. 
Barter,  two,  91b.,  81b.  ;  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  one,  101b. ;  Capt. 
L.  S.  Payne,  one,  81b.  ;  Saml.  Haynes,  one,  91b. ;  H.  E. 
Stanley,  four,  8ib.,  SJlb.,  101b.,  101b.;  W.  O'Sullivan, 
Galgey,  81b. ;  Mr.  John  Fitzgerald,  two,  111b.  and  121b.  ; 
Mr.  S.  Manning,  101b.,  UJlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  9Jlb., 
101b.,  in  the  Macroom  district.  On  the  SuUane,  Furish, 
and_  Upper  Lee  (free  water),  excellent  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  is  being  had.  Visitors  at  Mrs.  Dennehy's  hotel, 
close  to  the  fishing,  will  be  made  most  comfortable. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Arrow  (co.  Sligo).— There  was  poor  sport 
the  first  three  days  of  this  week.  The  only  good  that  was 
done  was  with  the  minnow  and  Devon  bait.  The  fish 
would  not  take  the  fly.  There  is  no  appearance  of  the  May 
Fly  yet,  but  we  expect  it  about  May  12,  as  the  weather  is 
very  mild  and  warm. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Salmon  fishing  continues  backward,  though  the  weather 
has  been  favourable  enough  on  the  whole.  The  following 
are  details  for  the  past  week  :  Major  Cresswell,  three 
salmon,  averaging  lOib. ;  Pat  Moriarty,  one,  121b.  ;  Steve 
A.  Huggard,  two ;  and  M.  Brennan,  one.  The  brown 
trout  fishing  has  given  fine  sport,  and  baskets  were  had 
which  contained  from  a  dozen  to  two  dozen,  many  of  the 
fish  weighing  between  2lb.  and  4lb. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask   (Clonbur,  co.   Galway).— Trout 


fishing  continues  excellent  on  Lough  Mask,  heavy  baskets 
having  been  made  in  the  past  week,  both  fly  fishing  and 
trolling,  by  Capt.  Jones,  Mr.  Dames-Longworth,  Master 
Longworth,  Mr.  Hodgson,  and  Dr.  Hegarty.  These 
gentlemen  are  stopping  at  Mount  Gable  Hotel. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Melvin. — The  weather  was  favourable  for 
angling  on  this  lake  during  the  past  week,  and  some  fair 
sport  was  obtained.  Mr.  Timoney  took  one  salmon  of 
lllb.  on  20th  inst.  Mr.  H.  Gilroy  took  a  trout  (Sahnu 
feror)  of  5Jlb.  on  same  day,  and  thirteen  others,  weighing 
81b.  Mr.  P.  G.  tx;k  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  23rd  inst.  Mr. 
P.  Gildfeather  took  a  trout  {Salmo  fcro.r)  of  Clb.  on  25th 
inst.,  and  sixteen  others,  weighing  9Jlb.  Mr.  M.  Slavin 
took  one  salmon  of  lO^lb.  on  22nd  inst.  Trout  fishing  was 
generally  good  on  the  greater  portion  of  the  lake,  and  a 
number  of  anglers  staying  at  the  Garrison  End  and  at 
Ballyshannon  done  well. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Melvin  (Kinlough  End).— For  a  few  days 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week  the  water  was  discoloured 
owing  to  the  weighty  downfalls  of  rain  and  strong  winds 
prevailing.  A  good  number  of  anglers  were  out  from  the 
hotels  at  Kinlough  and  Bundoran,  the  average  numbers 
per  day,  two  rods,  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  and  a  half 
dozen  ;  weight,  from  81b.  to  151b.  Jlr.  Rushets  and  a 
friend,  fishing  five  days,  got  511b.  giUaroo  and  brown 
trout.  Six  trout  were  got  by  different  anglers,  trolling, 
scaling  251b.  W.  K.,  on  the  23rd,  got  one  salmon,  9|lb. 
Mr.  Anderson,  U.S.A.,  got  one  salmon,  trolling  with 
Devon  minnow,  on  2lth,  llflb.  Mr.  Morgan,  Glasgow, 
on  same  day,  had  one  Salmo  fcro.c,  4Jlb.  Forecast  for 
coming  week,  fairly  promising. — P.  Gallagher. 

Moume  and  Strale  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone). — The  Mourne  and  Strule  are  in  fine  order  at 
present,  and  in  the  past  week  trout  fishers  had  fair  success. 
Fishing  the  Glenelly  on  Monday,  three  English  gentlemen 
—Mr.  Allnutt,  Mr.  Eavens,  and  Mr.  Anson — killed  forty- 
nine  trout  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Sport  is  expected  to 
continue  good. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballena,  co.  Mayo).— 
Weather  for  the  past  few  days  is  much  warmer,  and  sport 
is  sure  to  improve.  Not  many  fish  in  the  pools  at  present, 
but  a  big  run  is  expected  daily.  Mr.  Scroop  had  two 
salmon,  lllb.  and  13Ib.  Mr.  F.  Coates  had  two  salmon  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  river,  131b.  a^d  161b.,  and  several 
kelts.  Trout  fishing  on  Lough  Conn  is  much  improved, 
and  few  salmon  were  taken  also.  Claret  and  Grey,  Dark 
Olive,  Green  and  Orange  are  taking  best  on  the  lough. — 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Water  in 
good  order ;  southerly  winds.  Mr.  Schroop  got  three 
spring  fish  during  the  week,  weighing  121b.,  lllb.,  and 
91b.  Pair  runs  of  fish  in  the  river.  The  nets  ara  doing 
fairly  well.  Trout  fishing  at  Rucagry  Lodge  is  very  good. 
— John  Devers. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  Sport 
had  been  improving  up  to  this  present  week,  but  heavy 
rains  have  flooded  the  river  to  such  a  pitch  that  the 
captures  of  springers  have  bjen  fewer  than  in  the  few 
preceding  week?.  However,  high  water  invariably  brings 
up  from  the  Atlantic  a  fresh  supply  of  fish,  and  I,  for  one, 
fully  expect  that  our  Killaloe  waters  will  fish  well  during 
May  and  June,  when  we  shall  also  have  the  lake  trouting 
on  in  Lough  Derg.  I  should  say  that  this  grand  sport  will 
begin  about  May  15,  as  everything  is  favourable  to  an 
early  app?arance  of  the  Green  Drake  this  season. 
As  usual,  I  shall  let  my  English  readers  know 
the  right  time  to  come.  Mr.  A.  W.  Blyth  and 
Mr.  Gilbey  Vokine,  who  have  returned  to  London,  have, 
during  a  few  days  of  their  visit  to  KiUaloe,  killed  six 
springers,  from  121b.  to  18Ib.,  which  is  the  best  record  as 
regards  numbers  this  season.  They  caught  most  of 
the  fish  with  flies  of  their  own  tying.  Mr.  W.  A.  K. 
Martin  killed  a  salmon  of  lllb.,  and  D.  Ellis  landed  one 
of  101b.  Mr.  Gilbey  Vokins,  the  day  bsfore  he  returned 
to  London,  killed,  on  my  water,  a  springer  of  131b.  I 
expect  that  the  water  will  be  fit  by  Saturday  next.  Major 
Traherne  killed  a  very  pretty  fish  of  201b.,  and  Dan  Ellis 
had  one  of  171b.  Tom  Grimes,  fishing  for  Mr.  A.  W. 
Blyth,  of  London,  landed  a  bright  springer  of  8Vlb.  Tom 
had  been  fishing  for  trout  under  the  weir  wall  with  very 
light  gut  and  No.  9  Orange  Grouse  fly,  when  he  hooked 
the  fish,  which  gave  him  three-quarters  of  an  hour's  play. 
I  witnessed  the  fight,  and  never  have  1  seen  on  the 
Shannon  a  more  delightful  bit  of  sport.  Fishing  Major 
Mott's  water  yesterday,  Mr.  Graham  Clarke  killed  a 
splendid  brown  trout  of  4|lb. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — On  Doonass,  Mr.  R.  B. 
West  killed,  21st,  one  salmon,  241b.  On  the  same  water, 
Capt.  Booth  killed,  21st,  one  salmon,  16lb.  On  Doonaas 
also,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed,  26th,  two  salmon,  lUJlb., 
.25ilb.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  C.  B.  Lockwood  killed,  26th, 
one  salmon,  21lb.  On  Hermitage,  the  fishermen  killed, 
26th,  one  salmon,  221b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams  killed,  23rd,  one  salmon,  231b.  ;  26th,  one 
salmon,  151b. — John  Enrightand  Sox. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Spoit 
at  brown  trout  continues  good  on  all  the  above  waters. 
The  best  basket  had  last  week  was  one  of  eighty-nine 
brown  trout,  on  Cloonaglin  Lake,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Yard 
and  Mr.  Horsmith.— T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers. — Sport  at  brown  trout  continues 
good,  and  manyangleis  have  had  excellent  sport  while  the 
waters  continued  in  good  volume.  Salmon  have  given  but 
poor  sport  on  the  rivers  open  for  angling,  but  sport  in  the 
line  of  salmon  will  be  better  'ater  on,  as  it  is  only  now  that 
the  bulk  of  the  fish  are  beginning  to  arrive  from  the  sea. 
— T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Baltimore. — Pollaoking  is  giving  good  sport  in  this 
neighbourhood,  but  bottom  fishing  for  gurnard,  &c.,  has 
not  yet  commenced.  The  mackerel  fishing  along  the  coast 
is  improving,  and  prices  are  good.— T.  J.  D. 
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Deal  (The  Pier).— The  wind  b as  at  last  changed  to 
the  south-west,  and  local  anglers  are  looking  forward  to 
some  sport.  A  fair  number  of  dabs  have  daily  been  taten 
upon  the  pier,  though  only  upon  the  ebb  tide.  On  the 
24th  inst.,  Mr.  Curtiss  had  ovfr  two  score,  and  Mr. 
Horncastle  just  over  a  score.  Monday  found  the  water 
unusually  thick,  and  nothing  was  dore  during  the  day ; 
but  in  the  evening  Mr.  Filmer  had  twenty-three  small 
ones.  Mr.  Bushnell  had  a  score  before  breakfast  on 
Tuesday,  and  later  in  the  day  Messrs.  Kingston  and 
Filmer  did  faiily  well.  Dr.  Woodward  tried  boat  fishing, 
and  brought  ashore  a  Ecore  and  a  half  of  nio3  dabs.  Mr. 
Waddell  was  early  upon  (he  ccene  this  (Wednesday) 
moiniug,  and  had  forty-three  fish  before  eight  o'clock. 
Mr.  Gray  also  had  a  score  and  Mr.  Eoberts  just  a  dozen. 
The  water  is  toning  down  nicely,  and  some  fair  sport 
maybe  anticipated  in  the  near  future.— J.  Richaedson 
(B.S.A.8.). 

Plymouth.. — Pollack  are  getting  closer  inshore,  and 
are  beirg  taken  not  cnly  in  larger  numbers,  but  the  fish 
are  much  finer,  and  show  more  sport.  Our  fishermen  here 
are  getting  used  to  fine  strong  tackle.  Some  time  back 
they  would  be  content  with  a  stout  line  and  treble  gut, 
but  now  the  line  must  be  of  the  finest,  and  single  Marana 
gut.  They  find  lhat  the  finer  the  tackle  the  more  fish 
they  catch,  and  it  is  astonishing  to  notice  that  fish  of  71b. 
or  81b.  weight  are  caught  on  the  baby  artificial  sand  eels, 
which  are  mounted  on  hooks  ecxuivalent  to  No  3  Limerick. 
In  west  Cornwall,  the  Scilly  Isles,  and  also  in  Ireland 
they  use  the  sand  eels  vtiy  much  larger;  in  fact,  I  sent 
some  over  the  other  day  that  were  about  9in.  long,  and 
mounted  on  No.  1  cod  hook,  with  indiarubber  tube 
about  the  size  of  ordinary  gas  tubing.  The  fish  evidently 
are  not  so  particular  in  those  parts  as  they  are  with  us. 
One  fisherman  had  seven  dozm  pollack  last  Tu  sday,  and 
there  wasn't  one  under  lib.  The  usual  fishing  is  being 
carried  on  from  the  various  piers  and  jetties  with  more  or 
less  sport,  and  the  mullet  are  feeding  at  times.  The  list 
of  fish  m  season  for  the  month  of  May  include  sturgeon, 
salmon,  peel,  trout,  dory,  scad,  mackerel,  ray,  conger  eel, 
bass,  mullet,  launce,  pollack,  hake,  smelt,  rock  fish, 
turbot,  and  briU.— WilliAxM  Heaedee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Fine  sport  is  now  being  had  here  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  and  whiting.  On  Monday  last  four  local  boats,  out 
pollacking,  had,  respectively,  thirty,  thirty-five,  forty, 
and  forty-four  fish.  There  were  four  anglers  in  each  boat, 
and  the  baits  used  were  red  rubber  eels.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— On  April  24  a  paity  of  four  local 
amateurs,  out  pollacking,  caught  twenty-seven  fish. 
Pollack  are  undoubtedly  very  numerous  around  the  coast 
here  at  present,  and  good  sport  is  sure  to  be  got  with  them 
on  favourable  days  henceforward.  Mackerel  are  now 
numerous  in  the  bay,  and  seines  and  trammels  are  getting 
from  200  to  2C00  of  them  daily.— T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^txtme^. 

May  1.  ^  ^ — — 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Sea  fishing  at  Leigh. 
Slay  2. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Adjourned  delegate  meeting. 
Blackfriars  :  Visit. 

Central  Associition  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Queen's  Piscatorials  ;  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Ma,y  3. 

Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 
May  4. 

Battersea  Piscatorials  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Brothers  Well  Met:  Dinner  and  distribution. 
North  London  :  Annual  dinner. 
Walham  Green  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
May  5. 

Albert  Piscatorials  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 
Dalston  :  Annual  dinner. 


May  8.— Albert  Piscatorials:  Dinner  at  Box  Hill. 
,,       9. — Bloomsbnry  Brothers  :  Visit. 
,,      0. — Globe  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

»  10. — Alma  :  Supper. 

„  10. — Phoenix  :  Distribution. 

„  10.— Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

M  11. — Greenwich  :  Annual  dinner. 

„  11.— Royal  George  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

11  12. — AJlason  United  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

>i  12. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Dinner. 

))  12. — Cobden  :  Annual  dinner. 

)i  12. — Sundial :  Supper. 

,,  12. — Woolwich  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

13. — Camden  :  Brake  outing. 

1)  15. — Collingwood  :  Sea  outing. 

,,  15. — Jolly  Butchers :  Outing  to  Brighton. 

16.— Amicable  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

),  16.— Clapbam  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

„  10.— Victoria  Brothers :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

»•  17. — Battersea  Friendly :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

)i  17. — Brunswick  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  17. — Lincoln  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

„  17.— Waggoners :  Distribution. 

,,  19.— Duke  of  Norfolk:  Dinner. 

,,  20.— South    Bermondsey    Piscatorials:  Annual 
dinner. 

„  21.— North-East Brothers  :  Supperand distribution. 

„  22.— Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

,,  23. — Convivial :  A.B  S.  concert. 

,,  23.— Crown  and  Buokland  :  Distribution. 

,,  24.— ClisEold  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

24.— Golden  Barbel :  Annual  supper. 

„  25.— Hounsfield  Otters  :  Annual  supper. 


^"My  dear,  why  are  you  saving  those  old  fly  papers? 
'  Why,  you  said  you  always  have  to  buy  flies  when  you  go 
lishing." 


Eejotts  from  Clubs 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Eveningf.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Repoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  annual  meeting  of  this 
association  has  been  opened  this  week  at  Foresters'  Hall, 
Clerkenwell,  and  adjourned  until  Monday  next.  May  2. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  occupied  the  chair,  in  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  the  president  (Mr.  P.  Geen),  who  was  away 
in  Scotland.     He  wrote  tiiat  he  was  looking  forward  to 
being  present  at  the  meeting,  but  had  had  a  recurrence  of 
his  rheumatism,  and  felt  unequal  to  the  journey.  Letters 
of  regret  at  being  unable  to  attend  were  also  received 
from  Mr,  J.  B.  Close,  Mr.  H.  Stockdale,  Mr.  S.  Malby, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Gardham,  &o.     The  prosperous  condition  of 
the  association  and  the  good  work  it  is  carrying  on  were 
again  in  evidence.     The  statement  of  accounts  showed  a 
bilance  in  hand  of  over  ^£150,  while  over  £240  had  been 
expended  in  renting  waters  for  its  members,  preserving 
and  re-stocking  the  Lea  (which  is  a  public  water),  con- 
tributions to  Thames  preservation  and  re-stccking  associa- 
tions, water  bailiffs'  saliries,  nettings,  removing  fish  up 
the  Lea  to  places   of   safety  when   certain  reaches 
were  drawn,  &c.     During  the  past  season  the  associa- 
tion had  issued  3754  privilege  tickets  to  its  members, 
which  had  brought  in  a  sum  of  £375  Ss.    The  chairman, 
in  proposiog  the  re-election  of  Mr.  P.  Geen  as  president, 
said  that  but  for  that  gentleman's  labours  in  the  past  the 
association  would  not  have  been  in  the  flourishing  condi- 
tion they  saw  it  that  day.    Mr.  Field  seconded,  and  Mr. 
Geen  was  unanimously  elected  amid  loud  cheers.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Beckett  was  next  re-elected  vice-pi-esident,  on  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  F.  Thorling,  who  remarked  that  they 
liad  nothing  to  fear  while  they  had  such  men  as  Mr. 
Beckett  at  their  helm.     (Applause.)    In  reply,  Mr. 
Beckett  warmly  thanked  the  meeting  for  the  honour  they 
had  again  conferred  upon  him,  and  said  he  should 
always  endeavour  to  do  his  duty  towards  the  association. 
(Applav)83.)    The  question  of  electing  an  hon.  treasurer  * 
was  postponed  until  the  adjourned  meeting.  Messrs. 
G.  H.  Field,  G.  Manning,  and  H.  J.  Tibbatts  were,  on  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Frei,  seconded  by  Mr.  Thorling,  again 
elected  to  the  position  they  have  so  worthily  filled  for  so 
many  years  as  trustees.    There  were  two  vacancies  on  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee,  and  these  were 
filled  by  the  election  of  Mr.  La  Mond  (Clissold  Angling 
Society)  for  the  north-east  of  London,  and  Mr.  Rowles 
(North  Lambeth  Angling  Society)  for  the  south.  Two 
new  members  were  elected  on  the  Finance  Committee, 
where  there  were  also  two  vacancies.    The  elected  mem- 
bers were  Mr.  West  (Brunswick  Brothers)  and  Mr.  Sparling 
(West  Green  Angling  Society).  Therelwere  several  changes 
in  connection  with  the  General  Committee,  brought 
about  by  resignaticn,  &c.,  and  the  following  eight  new 
members  were  dected  to  fill  the  vacancies:  Messrs.  F. 
Newton  (Hoxton  Brothers),   W.  Ford  (Walthamstow 
Brothers),  R.  G.  Woodruff  (Junior  Fly  Fishers),  F.  H. 
Sparling   (West   Green,   Tottenham),   W.    H.  Barber 
(Brompton),  H.  Burnham  (Sundial),  E.  Hunt  (Clissold), 
and  G.  Woodward  (Cambridge  Heath  Brothers).  Messrs. 
Thorling,  Harris,  Franklyn,  and  Manning  again  con- 
sented to  officiate  as  visiting  officers,  the  chairman  thanking 
them  for  the  duties  they  had  carried  out  in  the  past ; 
while  Mr.  Painter,  South  London  visiting  officer  to  the 
association,  resigned.    It  is  hoped  to  fill  the  vacancy  next 
week,  when  members  of  clubs  on  the  south  side  should 
submit  the  names  of  gentlemen  willing  to  stand.  Mr. 
Ben  Abrahams  was  again  elected  tyler,  and  the  meeting 
was  afterwards  adjourned  until  the  day  already  mentioned. 
There  was  a  very  crowded  attendance  of  delegxtes. — Hon. 
Repoetee. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  adjourned  annual  dele- 
gate meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
May  2,  at  8.30 ;  and  the  Renting  and  Preservation 
Committea,  at  7.30. — R.  Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Guide. — Secretaries  of  societies  will  oblige 
by  forwarding  any  alteration  of  clubhouse  or  meeting 
nights  for  the  new  "  Anglers'  Guide,"  which  is  going  to 
press  shortly. — R.  Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— At  the  last  oom- 
mittee  meeting  four  applications  were  entertained,  which 
rece  ved  the  sum  of  £20.  Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £3  West  Green; 
£4  138.  Camden  ;  and  £2  2s.  Dibdin  Angling  Societies, 
from  their  donation  boxes.  -  Financial  year  terminates 
April  30. — R.  Ghueney. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance  Tavern, 
Vassal-road,  Brixton,  S.W. — The  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  Thursday  evening.  May  5,  at  9  o'clock. 
On  May  8  we  have  an  outing  and  dinner  to  Box  HUl, 
leaving  here  at  9  a.m. ;  we  shall  have  a  few  saats  to  spare 
should  any  friends  wish  to  join  us. 

Ailason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. — 
On  the  27th  inst.  the  delegates'  and  auditors'  reports  were 
satisfactorily  received.  A  special  general  meeting  will 
take  place  in  the  big  room  on  May  4  for  the  abolition  of 
the  gross  weight  prizes,  and  I  hope  every  member  will  be 
in  attendance.  Absentees  will  have  to  abide  by  what  the 
members  present  do.  Our  eighth  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  12.  The  chair 
will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wells,  and  several 
other  gentlemen  promised  to  be  present.  The  dinner 
tickets  are  2s.  Cd. ;  can  be  had  this  Saturday  of  the 
secretary,  the  host  at  the  above  address,  and  several 


members.  I  shall  be  thankful  to  receive  prizes  promised 
on  or  before  May  10. — Ben. 

Amicable  Brothers  Anglings  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.-Our  forty-fourth  annual 
supper  to  members  and  friends  takes  place  on  May  16. 
Supper  on  table  8.30.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  Monday,  Apiil  23.  Members  please  to 
note  business  of  importance  next  week  at  9  o'clock  sharp. 
— G.  Haynes. 

Battersea  Friendly  Anglini?  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— The  first  annual 
sea  fishing  competition  will  take  place  on  May  1,  at 
Leigh.  Trains,  8  o'clock  Wands  worth-road  ;  9  o'clock 
Fenchurch-street.  Dinner  tickets  ready  next  Tuesday. 
Donors  are  again  politely  asked  to  forward  their  prizes 
on  at  once,  and  oblige— A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-Toad,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Our  first  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Wednes- 
day next, when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  attend  punctually. 
Any  gentleman  who  requires  a  ticket  for  the  dinner  may 
get  them  at  the  clubhouse  up  till  Saturday,  the  30th. 
Tickets,  2s.  Gd.— T.  S.  Teingham. 

Bloomsbury  Brotkera'  Angliugr  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  May  4  will  be 
audit  night,  Mr.  A.  W.  Pain  and  Mr.  R.  Lummes  being  the 
auditors  appointed.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend, 
as  important  business  will  be  brought  forward.  Our 
return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List 
takes  place  on  May  9,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  large  muster 
present.  Secretaries  are  kindly  requested  to  note  the 
date.— T.  Pateenostee. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall, 
road.  Netting  Hill.— On  April  26,  our  meeting  night, 
owing  to  the  weather,  we  were  very  poorly  represented. 
During  the  evening  our  delegate  gave  in  his  report,  which 
was  passed  as  read.  There  being  several  more  rules  to  be 
passed,  a  special  meeting  is  called  for  next  week,  May  3. 
We  have  made  another  working  member  in  Mr.  J. 
Williams.— H.  Dagwoethy. 

Bostonian  Angling'  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street.  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town.— The  annual 
dinner  will  be  held  on  June  1,  at  clubhouse.  In  the 
meantime  shall  be  pleased  if  those  who  have  kindly 
promised  prizes  will  forward  same  as  soon  as  possible.  On 
April  25,  Mr.  Hart,  a  nice  trout  of  31b.— J.  H. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. 
— On  May  4  we  have  our  thirty-sixth  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes,  and  as  our  worthy  host  Mr. 
Goodchild  is  going  to  cater  for  us,  we  shall  have  a 
good  spread.  If  any  of  our  old  members  are  up  that 
way  on  the  night  we  shall  be  very  pleased  to  see  them,  as 
we  have  a  host  of  talent  going  to  oblige,  and  extension  of 
time. — Hy.  Tame. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley-by-Bow. — Our  annual  dinner  takes  place 
on  May  17,  so  I  wish  to  remind  absent  members  that  are 
in  arrears  to  bring  themselves  in  accordance  with  rule, 
to  entitle  them  to  be  present  on  that  evening.  Old 
Joe  has  started  his  tent  at  Dagenham  Lake,  so  those  wish- 
ing a  day's  eeling  can  be  accommodated  with  refreshments. 
The  eels  are  well  on  feed. — J.  Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society 
takes  place  on  May  12.  Prize  distribution  about  a  fort- 
night later.  Shall  be  pleased  to  receive  prizes  promised. 
Will  members  please  let  me  know  if  they  will  be  able  to  be 
Ijresent  at  the  dinner,  so  as  to  provide  for  them  ? — P.  E. 
Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — Wednesday  will  be  quarterly 
night.  The  break  outing  to  London  Colney  will  be  on 
May  15.— E.  Boxall. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
— The  next  meeting  of  delegates  will  be  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Co  vent-garden,  W.C, 
on  Monday,  May  2,  at  9  p.m. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
Iiist. — A  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
Amicable  Waltonians  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  G.  Watling 
in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Potter.  Thirteen  societies  sent 
representatives,  viz.,  Great  Northern,  St.  John's,  Con- 
vivial, Crown  and  Buckland,  Eustonian,  Amicable 
Waltonians,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  Camden,  Royal 
George,  Mitre,  Queen's  Piscatorial,  and  Brompton.  The 
next  will  be  to  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  held  at  the  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-s^.reet,  Bloomsbury;  date  liter.  The 
annual  competition  ia  connection  with  the  above  will  take 
place  at  King's  Langley  on  Aug.  21. — F.  Castbl-l. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Members  please  note  that  general  meeting  takes  place  on 
May  5,  for  revision  of  rules,  &o.  Our  annual  dinner 
night  is  May  16  ;  tickets  2s.  6d.  each.  Will  donors  of  prizes 
kindly  forward  on  same  as  soon  as  possible. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road.  Stoke  Newington-eommon. — On  April  19  we 
held  our  annual  meeting  for  election  of  officers  and  passing 
of  balance-sheet.  It  was  arranged  that  we  should  hold 
our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  piizes  on  May  24. 
Will  all  members  intending  to  be  present  kindly  forward 
names  as  soon  as  possible  P  The  adjourned  benefit  concert 
on  behalf  of  Brother  Hunt  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
June  14.— E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Auglingf  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
May  12  the  annual  dinner  of  this  club  will  take  place.  If 
those  gentlemen  and  members  will  kindly  forward  their 
prizes  on  which  they  have  promised,  they  would  greatly 
oblige.  If  members  wiU  call  at  the  club  on  meeting 
night  they  can  have  their  dinner  tickets. — T,  Twvman, 
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Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — On  April  2"  it  was  decided  that 
tbis  year's  dinner  take  place  at  the  White  Swan,  Hert- 
ford, on  June  5.  We  have  arranged  to  have  a  smoking 
concert  in  aid  of  the  A. B.S.  on  Monday,  May  23.— Phil. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.G.  —  Our 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  June  12.  The  annual 
general  meeting  takes  place  on  May  18.  The  prize 
distribution  takes  place  on  May  23.  Will  those  gentlemen 
who  promised  prizes  kindly  forward  thcni  on  to  the  clab- 
•  house  as  soon  as  possible.  Our  A.B.  los  was  opened,  and 
found  to  contain  just  over  £1,  collected  at  our  last  concert. 
Mr.  C.  Walters  was  re-elected  check  secretary  for  the 
ensuing  quarter.— G.  H.  Feanklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brown! ow-street,  Dalston. — On  April  26  it  was  decided 
that  the  annual  dinner  should  take  place  at  the  Five 
Horse  Shoes,  Hoddesdon.  Members  who  ictand  to  be 
present  will  please  let  me.  know  by  May  3.  I  should  also 
like  to  hear  from  one  or  two  members  who  have  been 
absent  for  several  weeks.  In  my  report  last  week  C.  A. 
Lloyd  should  read  A.  E.  Lloyd,  and  C.  Pocock  read  A. 
Porter.— S.  Malby. 

Dnke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  ApoUo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — Our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  19.  Gentle- 
men and  members  giving  prizes,  please  send  as  soon  as 
possible. — W.  Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-road, 
Tottenham. — The  eleventh  annual  dinner  took  place  at 
headquarters  on  Wednesday,  26th  inst.,  Mr.  E.  T.  Elder 
(president)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good  company 
present  to  partake  of  the  fare  provided  by  our  host 
Barlow,  whose  catering  gave  great  satisfaction.  Toasts 
and  songs  were  the  order  of  the  evening.  The  songs  were 
ably  rendered,  and  the  musical  programme  well  carried 
out.  The  chairman,  in  responding  to  the  toast  of  "  Our 
Society,"  referred  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  club, 
whose  membership  now  numbers  over  saventy,  and  a  good 
balance  in  hand.  During  the  evening  the  prizes  were 
presented  to  the  successful  competitors,  and  about  twenty 
more  were  offered  for  the  coming  season.  A  mcst  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent. — W.  L.  Price. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— Our 
annual  supper  will  take  place  on  May  24  next,  at  8.30  p.m., 
and  not  on  the  17th,  as  previously  announced.  Mr.  EUins 
weighed-in  the  first  trout  of  the  season. — J.  E.  Lawford. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich,  S.E. — Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  11,  and  Mr.  G.  H. 
Dowsett,  our  president,  wiil  take  the  chair. —  J.  Deyden. 

Karcourt  Angling  Society  dale  Rose  and 
Crown),  Harcourt  Arms,  Harcourt-street,  Marylebone, 
N.W. — You  will  see  by  above  that  we  have  changed  the 
name  of  this  society,  and  I  think  it  is  the  best  thing  we 
could  do ;  we  have  a  number  of  new  members  ready  to 
come  in,  and  shall  be  g'ad  to  welcome  a  few  more  on 
Monday  next. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Sonnsfield  Angling  Society,  The  Golden  Lion, 
Lower  Edmonton. — Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on  Wednesday, 
May  25  ;  members  and  friends  please  note.— E.  Mecham. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  members  of  the  above  met 
on  the  26th,  when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed.  Those  members  who  have 
friends  who  would  like  to  join  us  in  oui*  outing,  please  let 
the  secretary  know,  and  also  deposit  2s.  6d.,  on  or  before 
May  10.— J.  H.  Heebeet. 

Zxaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.- Quarterly  night 
and  the  end  of  our  financial  year  occurs  on  May  4. 
Members  in  arrears  kindly  attend  and  clear  the  books,  to 
enable  ine  to  produce  the  annual  balance-sheet.  Some 
interesting  business  is  to  be  placed  before  the  members 
next  meeting  night. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Batchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Wahiut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— Our  distri- 
bution of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  4.  Hope  all  members 
will  attend,  as  we  take  our  annual  outing  at  Brighton  on 
May  15.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday 
next  for  important  business.— G.  Edwaels. 

North-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.  —  On  April  31 
our  annual  supper  atd  distribution  of  prizes  took  place, 
and  many  well  known  anglers  were  present  at  the  close  of 
the  evening.  Donations  to  the  amount  of  £60  were  given 
to  fish  for  in  the  opening  season.  Special  meeting  May  4. 
— A.  Lewis. 

North  Loudon  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
HoUoway-road. — On  April  20  the  secretary  brought  up 
the  balance-sheet  for  the  last  six  months,  which  was 
passed,  the  same  showing  a  good  balance.  We  have  our 
seventh  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  May  4, 
Mr.  J.  Pailes  in  the  chair,  Mr.  W.  Stretch  in  the  vice,  Mr. 
Phillips  pianist.  Mr.  H.  Parrett  was  proposed  as  a  work- 
ing member,  and  will  be  elected  at  our  next  meeting  if  the 
report  is  satisfactory. — H.  Stretch. 

Fhoeniz  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  PancraE. 
road,  N.W. — Last  Tuesday  being  wet  few  members  showed 
up,  but  a  good  muster  next  week  is  most  important,  so 
please  attend.  Oar  annual  supper  and  prize  distribution 
will  be  on  May  10.— R.  C. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — I  hope  all  members  and 
friends  will  be  present  at  8  p.m.  sharp,  on  Monday  next, 
May  2,  armual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  ;  concert 
to  follow.  Mr.  E.  Benns  (president)  and  Mr.  J.  Trowers 
(vice-president)  will  preside.^GEO.  Keene, 


Boyal  George  Auglin^f  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 

Bateman-street. — Last  meeting  night  we  were  fairly 
attended,  and  got  through  what  business  there  was  to  be 
done.  Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place  cn  May  11.  I  should  take  it  as  a  favour  if  members 
would  attend  next  meeting  night,  as  business  of  a  most 
important  character  is  to  be  transacted. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — A  special  meeting  will 
be  called  on  Wednesday,  May  4,  to  audit  books,  and 
decide  where  to  go  for  oar  annual  dinner.  Will  all 
members  and  friends  please  note  as  to  annual  prizes  given. 
— G.  George. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  May  3,  at  8  p.m.  sharp. — Pelican. 

Southampton  Piscatorial  Society,  45,  Cromwell- 
road,  Southampton. — The  monthly  meeting  of  this  society 
was  held  on  Tueslay  night.  Eleven  new  members  were 
elected,  bringing  the  total  to  120  during  the  seven  months 
th?  club  has  been  formed.  The  hon.  secretary  reportei 
that  by  the  kind  permission  of  Sir  Samuel  Montague  one 
of  his  pools  had  been  netted,  and  the  contents,  368  roach, 
perch,  and  gudgeon,  had  been  safely  transferred  to 
N.  Stoneham  ponds,  only  one  djing  en  route.  The 
mullet  competition  starts  on  Monday  next,  and  members 
intending  to  enter  should  remember  tlat  their  subscrip- 
tion must  be  paid  first. — D.  K.  B. 

South  Iiondon  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Tueslay  last, 
at  the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Hawkstone-road,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  when  only  six 
clubs  were  represented.  I  am  very  sorry  to  see  the  poor 
support  accorded  to  our  vice-president,  A.  G.  Smith,  who 
has  attended  every  club  on  the  list.  The  nest  visit  goes  to 
the  Clapham  Junction  A.S.,  The  Clarence,  Winstanley- 
road,  Clapham  Junction. — Alf.  Painter. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Toivn,  E. — May  3  will  be  quartsrly 
night,  when  I  hope  all  will  be  present. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  Tuesday  last. 
Oar  books  were  audited  on  the  25th  inst.,  and  I  am  very 
pleased  to  state  the  Waggoners  are  in  very  flourishing 
circumstances.  We  have  received  the  prize  from  Mr. 
Winks,  of  the  St.  Thomas's  A.S.,  with  many  thanks. 
On  the  26th  inst.  we  were  honoured  with  the  company  of 
Mr.  W.  Bignell,  of  the  Second  Surrey.  Our  prizes  are 
coming  in,  and  we  anticipate  a  grand  night  on  May  17. 
— H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  BuU,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— On  April  27  final 
arrangements  were  made  for  annual  dinner  and  prize  dis- 
tribution cn  May  4,  when  we  hope  to  see  as  many  angling 
friends  as  possible.  In  my  last  week's  report  I  made  two 
serious  blunders.  The  weight  for  specimen  jack  should 
be  101b.  ;  brook  trout,  minimam  size,  8in.,  specimen 
weight,  8oz. — W.  W.  Duffield. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
This  evening  we  celebrated  our  twenty-fifth  annuil  dinner, 
which  was  a  great  success,  and  excellently  served  by  our 
worthy  host,  Mr.  H.  Burgess.  During  the  evening  the 
following  artistes  contributed  to  the  harmony:  Messrs. 
A.  D.  Hickey,  J.  Oitaer,  Bob  Angus,  Albert  Sohonfeld, 
Little  Cecil,  and  many  others,  whose  efforts  were  much 
applauded.  Over  £20  in  prizes  were  promised  for  the 
ensuing  season,  including  a  case  of  whisky  from  Messrs. 
Pattisons',  Limited,  and  a  prize  from  Mrs.  Whe;ldon.  Mr. 
G.  H.  Shepherd,  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  was  in  the 
chair,  supported  by  Billie  Taylor,  Esq. — W.  Wray. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Lord  Palmerston, 
Brunswick-terrace,  GamberweU,  S.E. — I  regret  that  we 
had  rather  a  poor  meeting  at  our  distribution  of  prizes 
on  Tuesday  last,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  weather.  Members 
not  present  vrill  kindly  accept  this  as  an  intimation  that 
all  prizes  are  in  the  secretary's  hands.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  club  meetings  during  fence  months. — 
Fi  Westoby. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road. — Annual  meeting  will  take  place  on 
May  3  ;  election  of  officers,  &c. — B.  Haynes. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road, 
Wimbledon. — The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
at  the  Alexandra  Hotel  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  principal 
business  being  to  receive  the  report  and  accounts  for  the 
pist  year.  The  report  is  eminently  satisfactory,  showing 
that  not  only  has  the  membership  appreciably  increased, 
but  that  the  quality  of  fish  captured  during  the  past  season 
has  greatly  improved.  Several  good  specimens  had  been 
creeled,  particularly  amongst  pike  and  chub,  and  nearly 
double  the  amoimt  was  awarded  in  prizes  (without  taking 
into  consideration  those  given  in  kind)  as  compared  with 
1897-08.  The  whole  of  the  expenses  of  carrying  on  the 
society  and  prize  money  had  been  paid,  and  a  substantial 
balance  left  to  carry  forward  to  the  new  fishing  yexr.  The 
officers  for  1898-99  will  be  as  under :  President,  Mr. 
Walter  S.  Dowson,  S.C.C. ;  hon.  treasarer,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Rolt ;  hon.  secretary,  Iilr.  S.  Peskett ;  committee,  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Bishop,  H.  Bright,  C.  Floris,  J.  Furmage,  H. 
Golding,  and  F.  J.  Rolt.  The  society's  prizes  for  specimen 
fish  were  increased,  and  suggestions  made  with  a  view  of 
considerably  augmenting  this  year's  prize  list.  The  gross 
weight  prizes  were  abolished — a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
—Hon.  Reporter. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Railway 
Tavern,  Plnmstead-road,  Plumstead. — Aimual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  pi izes  will  take  place  on  May  12;  also  a 
summoned  meeting  will  be  held  on  May  4,  at  8  p.m.,  and 
all  arrears  of  subscriptions  must  ba  paid  in  on  that  date. — 
P.  Smith. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  a  well-attended  meeting,  Mr.  F.  Abrahams  in  the 
chair,  the  following  fishing  reports  were  handed  in  :  Mr, 
E.  P.  Goodwin,  one  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  from 
Chesham,  two  of  which  w<rj  LochLevens.  Mr.  Abrahams 
gave  a  very  interes'.ing  account  of  his  recent  salmon  fishing 
experiences  in  Ireland,  extending  for  about  three  months. 
He  and  his  friends  killed  a  quantity  of  Ealmon,  mostly 
upon  Brown's  phantom  minnow.  One  fish  was  taken  in  a 
peculiar  manner.  The  fish  made  a  rush  for  the  bait,  but 
missed  it,  and,  in  turning,  the  line  in  some  way  made  a 
double  hitch  round  the  tail,  and,  after  a  very  exciting 
twenty  minutes,  the  fish  was  gaffed,  and  weighed  121b. 
Jlessrs.  Gill,  Rabbitt,  and  Napper,  a  large  quantity  of 
dace  from  Brandon  with  the  fly,  all  being,  of  course, 
returned.  Dr.  Ladell,  a  quantity  of  roach,  rudd,  and 
perch  from  the  Norfolk  Broads  during  the  Easter  recess. 
Mr.  C.  Dunlop  then  read  a  very  interesting  paper,  entitled 
"  Photography  in  Relation  to  Art."  He  opened  his  remarks 
by  stating  that  he  thought ' '  he  was  eminently  suited  to 
reading  such  a  paper  by  the  fact  that  he  had  never  taken 
a  photograph,  and  that  he  was  not  a  connoisseur."  I  am 
unable  to  fully  report  the  pap3r,  as  I  know  nothing  of  the 
subject,  but  every  member  present  was  delighted  with  it. 
He  also  read  a  short  story  written  by  himself,  entitled 
"  Donna  Magdalena,"  being  founded  upon  fact.  The 
locale  was  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  the  subject  a 
tragedy.  This  was  also  admirably  read  and  received  by 
the  members.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
him.  The  chairman  kindly  offered  any  member  of  the 
society  a  few  days  salmon  and  trout  fishing  upon  his  river 
in  Ireland,  an  invitation  which  any  member  may  well  be 
proad  of.  Various  anecdotes  of  more  or  less  truthful 
character,  followed  by  the  usual  toasts  and  a  very  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  concluded  a  very  pleasant 
evening.    Spec'al  general  meeting  next  week  at  8  30. 

Alex.  Wright. 


Rowings  bp  i^e  pap. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Griffiths,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Lychnohite  A.S., 
sends  the  following  :  "  In  presenting  the  balanca-sheet  of 
the  Ormrod  benefit  concert,  which  took  place  at  the 
Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  on  Saturday,  Feb.  19, 
1898,  the  committee  feel  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction 
in  announcing  that  it  was  an  unequivocal  success, 
and  at  the  same  time  desire  to  tender  their  sincere 
thanks  to  all  those — donors,  purchasers  of  tickets, 
and  artistes — who  contributed  to  the  result.  Refer- 
ring to  the  item,  '  To  Artists,'  on  the  expenditure 
side  of  the  account,  the  committee  would  especially  call 
attention  to  the  following  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
generously  gave  their  services  on  this  ccsasion  :  Jliss 
Marie  Lloyd,  Mr.  Alec  Hurley;  Mrs.  Newman  Harrison, 
Misses  K.  McGeeney,  Ada  Watkins,  Lucy  Florence,  and 
Alice  May ;  Messrs.  Alf.  Smart,  Joe  L6vet,_  Arthur 
Linton,  F.  W.  Sievwright,  F.  Gummow,  Bert  Miller,  G. 
Holloway,  C.  Shipman,  W.  H.  Archer,  A.  T.  Harrison, 
and  George  Vernon."  After  paying  for  the  use  of  the 
hall,  piinting  (postage  and  stationery  was  defrayed  by  the 
Ljchnobites),  and  f  o/eral  artistes,  the  sum  of  , £79  12s.  5d. 
was  paid  over  to  Jlr.  T.  Ormrod,  who  takes  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  all  who  have  been  instrumental  in  so 
handsomely  assisting  him. 

 >  <  

The  Gresham  Angling  Society  will  hold  a  special 
general  mesting  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  E.C.,  on 
Tuesday,  May  3,  at  8.30  p.m.,  to  consider,  and,  if  thought 
fit,  to  pass  the  following  resolutions  ;  "That  an  entrance 
fee  of  one  guinea  be  pxid  by  new  members  elected  after 
May  1  next "  ;  "  That  on  Jan.  1,  1899,  the  subscription  be 
one  and  a  half  guineas,  in  addition  to  the  entrance  fee  of 
half  a  guinea." 


Me.  C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Bickerdyke  "  I  has  this  week  sent 
a  donation  of  £2  2s.  to  the  Thames  Re-stocking  Associa- 
tion, and  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  he  says, 
"  Long  may  the  society  prosper."  Continuing,  Mr.  Cook 
siys  :  "  I  was  out  for  a  walk  on  Monday  on  the  Thames, 
near  South  Stoke,  and  saw  perch  spawn  every  loyds. 
to  30yds.  I  never  saw  so  much  in  the  Thames  before.  I 
am  afraid,  however,  that  the  swans  will  have  most  of  it. 
I  have  placed  soma  of  the  spawn  in  a  place  of  safety,  but 
as  it  was  '  eyed '  I  was  afraid  to  disturb  very  much  of  it." 


The  "  Thames  Angling  News  "  for  May  wiU  be  published 
next  week,  and  will  contain  an  important  interview  with 
"  John  Bickerdyke,"  as  well  as  a  portrait  of  the  new 
president  of  the  T.R.  A.  The  June  number  will  contain 
an  interview  with,  and  portrait  of,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hohhs,  hon, 
secretary  of  the  Henley  and  District  Preservation  Associa- 
tion. 

A  COMPLIMENTARY'  concert  will  be  given  at  the  Falcon, 
Gough-square,  Fleet-street,  on  Saturday  evening.  May  14, 
for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  John  Holbrow,  red  maker  (forty-six 
years  with  Mes.-rj.  Eaton  and  DeUer).  He  is  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age,  and  in  failing  health.  Mr.  'f. 
Un  stead  has  the  concert  in  hand,  and  a  most  influential 
committee  will  meet  at  8  o'clock  on  Wednesday  evenings 
to  transact  business. 

 >  »♦♦<  

I  AM  afraid  my  friend  "  Truthful  Tommy  "  is  in  danger 
of  losing  his  well-known  character  for  absolute  veracity 
when  he  addresses  me  in  this  strain.  "  T.  T.  "  has  been 
trout  fishing  in  Ireland;  this  is  what  he  says:  "Dear 
Drag, — Having  been  thoughtfully  provided  by  my  tailor 
with  a  very  fine  and  large  "  March  Dun,"  in  the  shape  of 
his  Ladyday  account,  rendered  with  a  most  polite  request 
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for  a  little  bit  of  the  old,  I  have  been  having  a  try  with 
this  fly  to  catch  the  mock  turtle.  When  I  see  such  a 
paper  as  the  Fisliimj  Gazeftc  calling  the  'tiddler'  (which 
you  and  I  used  to  know,  and  put  in  a  pickle  bottle)  by 
such  a  jaw-breaking  name  as  the  Gasterosteiis  wiileteaiis, 
I  think  it's  about  time  I  had  a  go.  I  heard  that  on  the 
liver  Pifflo  the  mock  turtle  (Tcstudinis  iinaginato)  was 
swarming,  so  I  thought  I  would  cast  a  fly  over  them." 

Mr.  E.  a.  Samwell  writes  :  "  There  are  in  coursa  of 
corstruction  at  Thornhaugh  Mills,  near  Wansford  (Wans- 
ford  in  England,  by  the  bye),  large  fish  ponds,  which  are 
being  extensively  stocked  with  several  species.  Mr.  Silk 
is  organising  the  arrangements,  and  states  that  amongst 
other  fish  which  are  being  fed  in  the  ponds  are  the  Salmo 
fontinalis  undfario.  About  half  a  million  of  the  latter 
are  being  stocked.  The  iridetts,  another  variety,  were  pur- 
chased from  Germany,  but  came  originally  from  California, 
and  of  these  about  30,000  are  in  the  waters.  There  are  a 
few  'red  &esh  fori o,'  obtained  from  the  Eavensthorpe 
Eeservoir,  Northampton.  A  wire  fence  is  being  erected 
round  the  ponds  to  repel  the  attacks  of  rats,  &c.  A 
small  sluice  has  been  constructed  for  the  regulation  of  the 
water  supply.  The  fish  are  fed  on  meat,  and  it  is  a  pretty 
sight  to  watch  them  follow  their  attendant  up  and  down 
the  pond  at  feeding  time.  The  Wansford-in-England 
breeding  grounds  are  likely  to  become  famous." 

One  of  the  prettiest,  largest,  and  most  fashionable 
gatherings  of  the  year  is  the  Pet  Dog  Show  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium.  The  sixteenth  annual  event  will  be  held  from 
Tuesday  next  until  Thursday  night.  The  entries  number 
1210,  the  largest  attained.  There  are  eleven  distinct 
clubs  organising  it,  and  every  variety  of  pet  dog,  from  the 
pug  to  the  Pekinese,  will  be  on  view.  All  the  entertain- 
ments proceed  as  usual,  and  there  will  be  no  extra  charge 
for  the  dog  show. 

"  Innishowen,"  writing  from  the  Hope  Arms  Hotel, 
Castleblayney,  says  :  "  The  Fane  river,  which  flows  out 
of  Castleblayney  Lake  near  this  town,  holds  splendid 
trout  up  to  61b.  weight,  but  it  takes  an  artist  to  catch 
them.  Yesterday  I  had  the  pleasure  of  viewing  a  splendid 
lot  of  nine  trout,  which  were  killed  with  a  small  Black  and 
Claret  Fly  by  Mr.  Henry  Branagan  of  this  town,  a  local 
angler  of  great  skill.  The  largest  trout  was  apparently 
between  31b.  and  4lb.  weight,  and  the  lot  might  average 
about  21b.  each.  I  did  not  weigh  them.  The  fishing  on 
the  river  is  free  to  the  public,  and  the  river  is  not  much 
fished.  The  trains  are  very  convenient,  and  a  few  minutes 
brings  you  from  the  town  to  the  river.  There  are  worse 
stations  in  Ireland  for  an  angler." 


I  UNDERSTAND  that  the  annual  dinner  and  concert  of 
the  Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  was  a  grand  success,  great 
praise  being  due  to  the  host  and  Mr.  W.  Menage,  their 
musical  director. 

 >  »  »  »  <  

_  A  CURIOUS  incident  happened  on  the  Bxe  a  few  days 
since,  when  a  large  salmon  leapt  from  the  river  right 
into  a  boat  moored  close  to  Exe  Bridge.  The  strange 
occurrence  was  seen  by  several  persons,  and  as  soon  as 
possible  the  fish  was  liberated  into  the  water. 


While  Mr.  Hingston  was  fishing  upon  Deal  Pier  on 
the  afternoon  of  April  27.  he  hooked  and  landed  two  dabs 
in  succession ,  each  of  which  had  taken  three  hooks.  In 
each  case  the  two  lower  hooks  had  been  completely 
swallowed,  and  the  upper  one  was  securely  fixed  in  the 
lower  lip  of  the  fish. 

 )  » <  »  (  

_ '-'  Bambridge,  Eton,"  has  for  many  years  been  suffi- 
cient address  to  find  an  advertiser  on  our  front  page  of 
wrapper.  I  note  this  week  from  a  new  advertisement, 
that  "  Mr.  Bambridge  is  leaving  Eton  for  London,  where 
he  has  taken  larger  and  more  commodious  premises."  I 
believe  somewhere  near  Grosvenor-siuare — from  Royal 
Windsor  to  the  aristocratic  West. 


The  new  illustrated  society  journal,  "  Scottish  Life," 
edited  by  the  Earl  of  Eosslyn,  and  published  by  Messrs. 
Harmsworth  Brothers  (price  Id.),  will  be  issued  on 
Thursday,  May  12,  and  the  editor  feels  confident  that  it 
will  prove  attractive  to  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men, 
and  women,  not  only  in  the  "  bonnie  land  over  the 
border,"  but  also  to  his  English  friends  and  Scottish 
residents  in  London.  No  effort  has  been  spared  to  make 
the  paper,  every  week,  acceptable  to  all  classes.  Within 
its  covers  will  be  found  social  notes  on  all  fashionable 
topics  and  events  of  the  week,  a  London  letter  (full  of  the 
most  influential  and  lalest  gossip  from  the  great 
metropolis),  interviews  (written  by  a  personal  friend)  of 
some  Scottish  celebrity,  some  remarks  on  women  and  their 
occupations,  hints  on  dress,  accounts  of  weddings  and 
other  social  functions,  &o.,  &c. 


^  Masonic  matters  will  receive  especial  attention.  A 
City  letter  by  a  well-known  financial  expert  has  also  been 
arranged  for.  Jottings  from  rivers,  moors,  and  forests, 
and  items  concerning  sports  and  pastimes  (including  golf 
and  cycling)  have  not  been  forgotten.  A  staff  of  artists 
and  caricaturists  have  been  specially  engaged.  The  paper 
is_ edited  from  1,  Arundel-street,  Strand,  London,  W.C 
with  ofiices  in  Edinburgh.  Orders  for  the  paper' should 
be  sent  to  the  Editor  at  the  London  ofiices.  The  annual 
subscription  is  63.  6d. 

Mk.  Howse,  of  Kingston-on-Thames,  asks  me  to  say 
that  although  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  committee 


of  the  T.R.A.,  pressure  of  business  will  not  allow  him  to 
take  the  position  ;  had  he  known  at  the  time  he  would 
have  said  so,  but  he  was  elected  without  his  knowledge. 
I  am  sotry  to  hear  this,  believing  the  T.R.A.  have  lost  a 
good  committeeman. 

 >  <  

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  on  Thuisday  evening,  April  28, 
presided  over  a  large  and  influential  meeting  at  the  Free- 
masons' Hall,  George-street,  Edinburgh,  to  discuss  the 
desirability  of  a  Proposed  Trout  Fishers'  Association." 
Mr.  Andrew  Smith  has  promised  to  send  particulars  of 
Thursday's  deliberations,  which  will  appear  next  week. 
 >»»♦<  

Thomas  Sturgess,  shoe  finisher,  Northampton,  was 
summoned  at  Northampton  Division  Petty  Sessions  for 
unlawfully  attempting  to  take  jack  at  Abington  from 
the  Nene.  George  Tebbutt,  keeper  of  the  Nene  Angling 
Club,  saw  defendant  attempting  to  take  jack  from  the 
river  by  means  of  a  snare  attached  to  a  long  stick.  He 
charged  him  with  the  offence,  and  after  the  summons  was 
served  siw  the  defendant  there  again.  Defendant,  who 
repudiated  the  suggestion  that  he  was  after  fish,  and  said 
he  was  simply  "ratting,"  was  fined  IO3.  and  lis 
costs,  or  fourteen  days. 

 >»♦■»<  

A  man  with  a  purple  nose  was  fishing  one  day,  when  he 
suddenly  fell  into  the  water.  A  fellow  fisherman  of 
benevolent  aspect  promptly  hauled  him  out,  laid  him  on 
his  back,  and  then  began  to  scratch  his  head  in  a 
puzzled  way.  "  What's  the  matter  ?  "  asked  the  excited 
bystanders.  "Why  don't  you  revive  him?"  "There 
are  sixteen  rules  to  revive  drowned  persons,"  said  the 
benevolent  man,  "  and  I  know  'em  all,  but  I  can't  just  call 
to  mind  which  comes  first."  At  this  point  the  drowned 
man  opened  his  eyes  and  said  quietly:  "  Is  there  anything 
about  giving  brandy  in  these  rules  ?  "  "  Yes."  't'' — 
never  mind  the  other  fifteen." 


'  Then 


The  Freshening  Morn. 


Grey  the  dawn  of  the  fresh'ning  morn, 

While  whispers  'mong  the  trees, 
Our  anglers  of  the  river  warn. 

The  stream  laps  'neath  the  breeze. 
Full  blithely  may  the  waters  J  ield 
While  larks  wing  o'er  the  waking  field  ! 
Clouds  now  clothe  the  leaden  sky, 

The  air  gives  sjothing  balm  ; 
Hope  e'er  keen— the  heart  beats  high — 

The  breeze  just  breaks  the  calm  : 
Merrily  at  the  river's  edge. 
Where  eddies  dance  and  kiss  the  sedge. 
He  wants  not  shire— the  air  is  warm, 

Kind  Nature's  mood  is  Rest ; 
All  Life  doth  woo  her  luring  charm, 

In  shade  and  tone  expressed. 
Birds'  love-notes  mingle  on  the  lea. 
Bright  in  their  merry  minsbrelsy  ! 
Ripples  upon  the  waters  glance. 

With  sheen  of  silver  grey  : 
In  lively  light,  with  dainty  danee. 

They  sing  sweet  roundelay  : 
O'er  shallows,  where  the  pebble  peeps, 
Or  murm'ring  low,  in  narrow  deeps. 
Oh,  happy  morn  !  with  hearty  glow. 

The  angler  lifts  his  creel ; 
And  bright'ning,  as  the  waters  flow, 

He_  blithely  spins  his  reel. 
His  line  is  cast  from  velvet  sward, 
And  Luck  is  proved  by  Skill's  reward. 
At  night  he  sits  by  parlour  fire, 

A  pipe  some  comfort  lends  ; 
While  lival  hopes  his  tales  inspire 

Among  his  wond'ring  friends. 
For  them  he  sometimes  has  kind  ruth, 
When,  now  and  then,  he  tells  the  truth  ! 
Edinburgh.  g.  Jeffreys. 

 >♦»■»<  

Twenty-five  years  ago  there  used  to  be  a  good  old 
retriever  dog  at  Colwyn  Bay,  N.  Wales,  who  was  a  dab 
at  catching  salmon.  When  the  tide  receded  the  salmon 
were  left  in  a  big  pool  on  the  shore.  This  good  old  dog 
used  to  jump  into  the  water  and  fetch  the  fish  out  for  his 
master.  This  may  be  rank  poaching,  but  it  is  very  clever 
on  the  dog's  part,  and  I  do  like  dogs.  In  fact,  as  John 
Burns,  M.P.,  says  :  "  The  more  I  see  of  men,  the  more  I 
like  dogs." 

 >  »  >  »  <  

This  is  from  my  friend  W.  C.  P.  :— 
Dear    "  Drag,"— How   d'jd  do       Comment  (that's 

French)  vous  portez-vous  ? 
Been  out  after  trout  ?    What,  no  !    That  so  ? 
Dear  me,  that's  sad  !    What  a  shocking  time  you've  had. 
What  do  we  live  for  ? — De'il  a  doubt,  the  aim  of  existence 

is  "  copping  "  trout- 
Catching  trout  with  fur  and  feather,  and  a  nice  red  worm 

in  the  red-hot  weather ; 
Gr  a  glancing  minnow  in  the  rich  brown  flood.  Why, 

hang  it,  man  !  it's  drink  and  food. 
And  clothes  and  clout,  is  catching  trout. 
We  catch  'em  fair  (and  occasionally  fo(w)ul),  and  we  catch 

'em  again  o'er  the  flowing  bowl. 
I'll  fish  for  'em  east,  and  I'll  fish  for  'em  west.    Dry  fly 

and  wet  fly,  they're  both  the  best- 
Yes,  both  are  best,  and  what  is  more,  minnow's  as  good  ; 

and  I  adore 

Upstream  worm  on  a  broiling  day,  when  the  judge  and 

Maud  MuUer  rake  the  hay. 
Bar  wife  and  kin,  and  fellow  men,  and  then 
There's  nothing  half  so  good,  I  deem,  as  a  pipe  anda  trout 
in  a  brawling  stream. 


Come  out,  'tis  now  Sept  ! "     Surely  some 

mistake;  should  be  " 'Tis  bright  May  Day!"  Sun 
shining;  wind  S.W. ;  gentle  and  acceptable  rains;  trees 

on  the  Thames  Embankment  bursting  into  bud ;  birds  

well  that  will  do  for  the  present.  Scene  :  Drag  Mansion, 
-lime  :  4  .30  a.m.  Voice  :  "  Have  you  heard  the  nightin- 
gale  or  the  cuckoo  yet  ?  "  Drag,  (loq.) :  "No;  what  you 
can  hear  now  are  the  cats  'gambolling'  on  the  lawn." 
No  matter ;  May  meetings.  May  Fly,  and  maybe  a  chance 
tor  that  trout  Mr.  Howlett  lost  on  the  Lark. 


,,  of  May  meetings  the  April  ones  have  been 

a  bit  thick.  Accounts  are  to  hand  of  very  many 
important  and  influential  club  dinners,  which  are  unfor- 
tunately crowded  out.  Amongst  them  must  be  men- 
tioned the  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society's 
annual  dinner,  at  which  a  very  large  assemblage  of 
local  sportsmen  were  present.  The  president,  in  proposing 
the  toast  of  the  evening,  called  attention  to  the  evil  of 
kilhng  undersized  fish,  and  I  must  say  I  thoroughly  a^ree 
with  what  Mr.  Colman  said.  I  should  like  to  have'been 
at  that  dmner  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich,  but  I  could  not 
get.    The  loss  was  mine,  and  sorry  I  am. 

 >  »♦♦<  

From  Huntingdon  comes  a  long  account  of  the  dinner 
of  the  St.  Ives  Angling  Society.  From  what  I  read  in 
the  Huntivgdonshire  Post  they  done  themselves  very 
weE.  I  only  wish  space  admitted  of  reporting  this  festive 
meeting  more  fully,  but  it  cannot  be.  I  should  be  pleased 
to  give  the  satisfactory  report  the  hon.  sec.  brought 
forward  verbatim,  as  it  deserves  to  be  printed.  The 
genial  Dr.  Semple  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  the  Hon.  A.  E.  Fellows,  M.P.,  the  Mayor, 
reverend  gentlemen,  doctors,  and  a  long  list  of  angling 
celebrities.  The  society  is  doing  good  work ;  is  progressing, 
under  the  able  secretaryship  cf  Mr.  E.  Collinson  ;  and  a 
splendid  future  is  in  store  for  the  St.  Ives  A.S. 

The  Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society  held  their 
annual  meeting  recently  at  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Hotel,  Hertford.  The  report  was  a  very  satisfactory  one, 
and  vice-president  Waller  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the 
members  to  rally  round  them  during  the  coming  season, 
in  order  that  the  good  work  they  were  doing  should  be 
even  more  effective.  The  president,  committee,  and  other 
officers  were  elected,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  passed  to  the 
chairman  (Mr.  H.  G.  Garratt),  whom  Dr.  Brunton 
described  as  a  "tip-top  fisherman." 

 •>***<  

The  Anchor  (Kingston)  had  a  "record"  night  on 
Wednesday  last,  on  the  occasion  of  their  annual  dinner. 
The  100m  was  splendidly  decorated  with  fishermen's 
impedimenta— bags,  rods,  creels,  &c.  The  dinner  was 
served  splendidly.  The  president,  G.  H.  Howard,  pre- 
sided, supported  by  Mr.  Pincott  Hill,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett, 
Mr.  Conroy,  and  a  host  of  Kingston  anglers,  Mr. 
J.  R.  Richardson  al  ly  fulfilled  the  duties  of  vice-chairman, 
and  further  particulars  will  appear  next  week. 

At  an  American  Town  Council  a  discussion  arose  as  to 
the  adornments  of  a  new  park  which  had  been  presented 
to  the  township.  "  I  should  think,"  said  one  memberwho 
had  recently  returned  from  a  visit  to  "  Yurrnp,"  "it 
would  add  much  to  the  picturesque  n  ess  of  the  lake  to  have 
some  gondolas  on  the  water,  the  same  as  I  saw  at  Venice. 
I  can  assure  you,  gentlemen,  they  would  improve  the 
landscape,  and  I  therefore  propose  we  should  vote  1200 
dollars  for  the  purchase  of  six  gondolas."  "I  move  an 
amendment,"  said  the  economist  on  the  council;  "it's 
only  an  experiment,  gentlemen,  and  I  propose  we  buy  a 
male  and  female,  and  let  nature-  take  its  course  ;  or,  pre- 
ferably, a  sitting  of  gondola  eggs— a  broody  hen  can  do 
the  rest."  I  am  still  anxiously  waiting  the  result  of  this 
meeting. 

 >  »♦♦<  

"  Angler  "  writes  to  the  Editor  of  the  Dundee  Ad  ver- 
tiser as  iollovrs  "Sir, — I  see  in  the  Dundee  Advertiser 
a  well-timed  article  on  trout  poaching  on  the  Eden.  You 
should  have  come  farther  north  and  said  the  Dean  and 
Isla  as  well,  as  wholesale  poaching  has  been  going  on  in 
both  waters  for  a  long  time,  both  with  salmon  roe  and 
nets.  A  gang  of  poachers  in  the  Alyth  district  have  been 
making  a  regular  job  of  trout  netting  in  both  waters  for  a 
long  time  past,  putting  away  501b.  to  701b.  trout  at  a 
time,  and  no  one  to  hinder  them.  Unless  something 
is  done  to  stop  netting,  anglers  may  as  well 
stay  at  home,  as  the  waters  are  well  cleaned  already. 
Could  not  the  angling  clubs  take  up  this  matter 
and  try  to  get  a  short  Act  of  Parliament  with  a  few  plain 
stiiagent  measures  dealing  with  fishmongers  as  well  as 
poachers,  making  it  illegal  for  a  fishmonger  to  buy  yellow 
trout  from  anyone  without  a  written  line  stating  where 
and  how  caught  under  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  £10  ? 
Also  make  it  legal  for  the  police  to  have  the  right  to 
search  known  poachers  wherever  found.  This  would 
surely  be  a  libei  al  Act,  as  there  is  no  other  sport  the 
people  at  large  can  get  free.  The  Isla  and  Dean  were 
about  the  best  waters  in  Scotland  for  yellow  trout,  both 
for  size  and  quality,  but  they  are  now  on  the  verge  of 


"  Yes,  we  went  all  over  Europe,  but  papa  really  only 
enjoyed  himself  in  Venice!"    "Ah,  yes,  no  wonder! 

The  gondolas,  St.  Mark's,  the  Rialto,  the  "  "Oh, 

it  wasn't  that.  But  he  could  sit  in  the  hotel,  you  know, 
and  fish  out  of  the  window." 


Bunker  :  "  Yes,  sir,  jest  as  I  got  that  fish  up  to  the 
side  of  the  boat,  I  fell  overboard."    Hill :   "  Get  wet  ?  " 
Not  a  bit,  I  fell  on  the  fish."  Dragnet. 


April  30,  1898] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WIIMCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  HJgh'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 
CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 

Manufacturer  of  all  kinds  of  Fishing  Rods 
in  Built  Cane  &  Green  heart,  Reels  &  Tackle. 

TDnilT  DftnC     2  joints  best  BuUt  Cane  Fly 
inllUI   KUUO.        Bod.  10ft. ,  price  £2  09. 
Dittj,  10>ft.  to  Uft.  price  £2  7s.  6(1.;  with  Steel 
Centre,  15s.  extra. 

The  "CH&MPION"  Grjenlieart  PI.Y 

BOD,  3  joints  and  very  best  flnish,  2-33. 

THE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH  (Registered). 


This  Winc^i  is  made  in  two  sizes,  2|in.  and  Sjin., 
with  click  or  silent  check.    It  has  two  special 
recommendations,  fxtreme  lightness  and  quick 
windicg.    Price, 2|iu.,  Ids.  i;d. ;  3iin.,  12s.  6d. 

Impo  t\iit  to  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
throughout  the  Kingdom. 

DA.VID  SLATER,  of  Newark-on-Trent,  being 
the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufacturer  of 
the  wor'.d-wirte  known  "Nottingham"  Pattern 
'Winche-'  ia  their  various  forms,  a" d  holding  as 
he  does  ly  far  the  largest  stock  of  timber  suitible 
for  the  pur  pose  of  such  manufacturers — hundreds 
of  thou  nuds  of  blocks  in  various  stiges  of 
seasoning — is  prf  pared  to  supply  the  trade  direct 
at  lowfst  prices  A  Special  New  Pattern, 
"Slater's  W..iider.''  in  nine  sizes,  2in.  to  4in.,  is 
made  on  similar,  but  much  i  improved  lines  to  the 
old  and  <"■",  cf  date  iron  back  production. 
"Sla'er  a  Won1«r"has  a  solid  brass  back,  and 
yet  costs  less  than  the  old  pattern. 
SELL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE 
AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAPVI  CO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
riAUALLO  Seals' Fur,  Pigs'  Wool,  &c. 

ALL    COLOURS   GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES  Sundays  Well-road  Cork. 


PROPERTIES  fflth  FISHINGS. 


Ettate  Agents  and  others  who  may  he 
intere.-ttd  iu  t  he  Sa.le  of  Properties  including 
salm  .n,  tiout,  and  other  fishings  should 
advertiie  the  same  in 

Established  1S76. 
Euti.-ely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 
Address  the  Proprietors  — 

SIMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

Limited, 

St.  Du':»tau'8  House,  Fettor-lane,  London. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


•We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNESIDE,"  "  Vv  ANSBECK,"  and  other 
Kods.  Any  orders  received  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our 
customers  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  with  almost  every 
rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "  ANGLER'S  GUIDE  "  and  Illustrated  list  of  Rods  and  every 
Angling  requis;te  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover 
postage.  


Our 


Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints  Greenheart  throughout,  d  mble  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittino-s  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete 

So.  .  ^■  ^• 

40  13ft   oloe 

41  14ft   0  18  6 

42  15ft   1    0  0 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"  We  also  liked  several  other  patterns  of   rods,    especiiUy  a  '  Coqitetdale 
fourteen -footer  :  this  rod  came  to  fae  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and 
discovered  great  xiower." — Angler. 

■The  'Coqnetdale'  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons."— iand 
aihi  M'ator. 

•■  The  '  Coquetlale  '  is  an  espeoialy  good  pattern." — Rod  and  Gun. 

Our  Special  '^TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenh»art  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  twj  top.^  &c.,  similar 
to  our  "  Tyneside  "  Trout  Rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 


No. 
43 
44 

45 
46 
47 


16ft. 
17ft. 
18ft. 
19ft. 
20ft. 


"  Dear  Sir,— The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  n=e  throughout 
our  holiday,  and  we  were  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod. 
but  my  fisherman  wa^  delighted  with  it. 

"  It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a 
month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway;  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  difficult 
water,  and  with  trying  winds,  than  with  any  other  rol  I  have  used.     •'  C.  H.  (t. 

Extracts  from  Prass  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895-96. 

"  We  handled  an  18ft.  '  Tyneside,'  which  was  just  perfect  in  balance,  and  played 
through  to  the  butt  in  grand  style,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  North- 
country  firm  had  little  to  learn  aoout  rod  making." — Lajid  and  Water,  1895. 

"  We  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods.  We  had  the 
pleasure  some  time  ago  of  taking  a  friend's  rod  for  an  hour  on  a  salmon  reach,  and 
it  was  one  of  this  make.  They  are  used,  we  believe,  very  extensively  by  the  anglers 
on  Tyneside,  who  swear  by  them  at  all  times." — Angler,  1896. 

"  The  '  Tyneside '  salmon  rods  are  remarkably  cheap  and  of  splendid  value,  double 
brazed,  and  finished  in  the  best  style." — Rod  and  Gun,  1896. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Demy  8vo  ,  Illustrated,  25s.  net. 

DRY  FLY  ENTOMOLOGY, 

A  Description  of  Lsading  Types  of  Natural  lasscts  S5rving  a?  Fool  for  Tro'Jt  and  Grayling 

With  the  100  BEST  PATTERNS  of  FLOATING  FLIES, 

and  the  'Various  MethoiJs  of  Dressing  Them, 

By    FREDERIC   M.  HALFORD, 

'■  Detached  Badger  "  of  the  Field. 
Author  of  ■'  Floating  Flies  and  Now  to  Dress  Them."  "Dry  Fill  FiMni]  in  Tneory  and  I'ractii-i  " 
"  AlakiiKj  a  Fiiliery." 

In  addition  to  the  nnm?roui  plates  illustrating  fully  tVie  Natural  Insects,  a  number  of  blocks  are 
given  in  the  text,  showing  their  distioctive  features.  There  a-e  al-o  ten  hand- coloured  plates  of 
Artidcial  F  iei,  and  cuts  illustrating  the  materials  and  implemeats  required,  as  well  as  the  most 
modern  manipulation  of  dry  fly  dressing. 

I'all  JProspectu*  free  on  application. 

London:  'VINTON  &  CO.,  Limited,  9,  New  Bridge  Street,  Ludgate  Circus,  E  C. 


Wm.  BLACKUWS  &  Son, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINOABDIITE  O'NEIL.  N.B. 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 


Every  Angling  Bequiiite— Fliea  tor 
British  Coltunbia  «  Speoiality. 

FISHIKG  &  SPORTISG  PROPERTIES. 
Honses,  Land,  &  Estates 

To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agfriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Eesults  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.   Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 

Ohief  Office 
6  ST.  BKIDE  :STEEET,  LONDOH.  E.G. 

HOW  TO  IMPROVE  MD  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

MB.  HENBY  COXON'S  (representative  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Field)  new  and 
splendidly  illustrated  work,  "  A  MODEBN 
TBEATISE  ON  PBACTIGAL  COABSE  FISH 
ANGLING :  HOW  TO  CATCH  FISH,"  has  now 
reached  its  third  edition,  and  this  since  Christmas. 
No  such  practical  book  on  angling  was  over 
written,  and  its  contents  have  been  highly 
extolled  by  all  the  leading  angling  and  other 
sporting  papers  in  the  British  Isles.  Send  tor 
copy. 

Price  la,  2d.,  postage  free. 
WALTON  'mXA,  WEST  BBIDGFOBD, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


Ellimans  Universal 

Abrogation  ]/,. 


lUMBAGO- 
m  JBRUISES. 
/"^^^       CHE^T  COLD?  ^' 


f 


rep  are  CI  cr.Lu 
3y'  ^ 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[Apkil  30,  1898 


A   PLEA  FOR   THE  OTTER. 


If  asked  about  the  otter,  nine  out  of  ten  fol 
lowers  of  the  "  gentle  art "  will  tell  you  that  he 
is  a  horrid  poaching  "  varmint,"  to  be  killed  at 
sight,  and  as  much  out  of  place  in  a  stream 
where  fish  abound  as  a  fox  in  a  poultry  run 
That  he  feeds  on  fish  must  be  admitted,  and  to 
that  extent  the  opinion  above  recorded  is  justi- 
fiable; but  really  he  is  not  so  black  as  he  is 
painted.  He  certainly  should  not  be  caught  in  a 
trap,  or  shot ;  but  if  hunted  at  all,  hunted  and 
killed  in  a  legitimate  manner,  and  those  who  have 
had  experience  of  otter  hunting  are  loud  in  their 
praises  of  the  sport. 

Practically,  the  sole  indictment  against  the 
otter  is  that  it  kills  the  fish  which  would  other 
wise  fall  to  the  prowess  of  the  angler.  If  the 
otter  frequented  one  pool,  or  one  swim,  and  de 
stroyed  all  fish  in  his  neighbourhood,  there  would 
undoubtedly  be  a  greater  strength  in  the  accusa 
tion ;  but  he  is  a  roving  little  animal,  and  takes 
toll  of  a  river  for  many  miles ;  and  naturalists  tell 
us  that,  except  at  breeding  time,  the  otter  never 
stays  two  nights  in  the  same  place,  so  that  his 
depredations  are  spread  over  a  very  wide 
area. 

-  Writing  on  this  subject,  the  Hon.  Gerald 
Lascelles,  one  of  the  best  authorities  on  the 
subject,  says :  "  The  injury  that  otters  do  to 
fishing  interests  is  a  good  deal  exaggerated.  That 
they  will  kill  good  trout  and  small  salmon  is  of 
course  indisputable,  but  these  swift  fish  are  not 
by  any  means  the  staple  of  their  diet.  Coarse 
fish  come  more  readily  to  hand,  and  thus  are  far 
more  frequently  taken.  Eels  are  the  most 
favoured  food  of  all,  and  next  to  them  perhaps 
frogs,  especially  for  the  young  otters." 

Before  steps  are  taken  to  extii-pate  the  otter 
from  any  of  our  rivers,  it  might  be  well  to  ask 
the  question.  What  is  the  otter's  place  in  the 
economy  of  Nature;  for  what  purpose  was  he 
created  P  When  an  answer  to  this  is  obtained  we 
may  better  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
wisdom  or  otherwise  of  destroying  him.  Of  one 
thing  we  may  be  sure,  he  serves  some  useful 
purpose  in  the  scheme  of  creation,  and,  if  we  can 
argue  from  past  experience,  to  destroy  "  the 
balance  of  Nature"  by  the  destruction  of  all 
predatory  birds  and  animals  is  about  the  most 
foolish  thing  possible,  and  directly  inimical  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  true  sportsman. 

For  instance,  the  crusade  of  a  few  years  ago 
against  hawks  and  other  birds  of  prey  in  Scotland 
was  immediately  followed  by  a  recrudescence  of 
the  dreaded  grouse  disease,  that  acute  infectious 
pneumonia  which  decimated  the  coveys.  We  are 
wiser  now;  we  know  that  grouse,  weakened  by 
this  disease,  cannot  fly  so  fast  as  the  rest  of 
the  covey,  and  so  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the 
hawk,  who  promptly  takes  advantage  of  his 
opportunity,  and  by  killing  off  infected  birds, 
does  more  to  stamp  out  the  disease  than  any 
precautions  that  man  could  possibly  take ; 
indeed,  in  a  case  of  this  kind  man  is  helpless, 
and  the  curse,  great  as  it  is,  must  be  left  to 
N^ature  to  cure.  Again,  we  know,  now,  when  it  is 
too  late,  the  folly  of  introducing  rabbits  and 
spaiTOws  into  the  Australasian  colonies;  there 
are  none  of  their  enemies  to  keep  them  in  check, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  they  have  thriven  so 
amazingly  that  they  have  got  the  upper  hand  of 
man,  and  ceaseless  effort  and  the  expenditui-e  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  have  been 
necessary  to  combat  in  some  small  degree 
the  marvellous  reproductive  powers  of  Master 
Bunny. 

We  know  so  little  of  the  otter  that  it  is 
impossible  to  say  with  certainty,  but  the  opinion 
may  be  hazarded  that,  ferocious  and  persevering, 
for  to  the  fish  that  he  admittedly  is,  he  may  yet 
be  the  angler's  best  friend  by  checking  and 
perhaps  preventing  disease,  killing  off  any  and 
all  infected  specimens. 

The  ptter  [Lutra  vulgaris)  stands  very  high  in 
the  animal  scale ;  he  belongs  to  a  family,  the 
MustelidiP,  of  which  the  pole-cat,  ferret,  weasel, 
badger,  and  stoat  are  well-known  members; 
and  although  so  fierce  and  savage  an  animal 
when  attacked,  is  singularly  susceptible  of  human 
influence,  and  can  be  taught  to  catch  fish  for  his 
master.  In  some  parts  of  the  country  he  is  called 
the  kee  dor,  evidently  a  coiTuption  of  his  appro- 
priate Welsh  name  ci  dwr,  or  water  dog.  He  is 
nocturnal  in  his  habits,  and  has  the  power  of 


whistling  almost  like  a  bird.  Unlike  the  seal, 
which  bolts  his  fish  whole,  the  otter  takes  his 
prey  ashore,  where  it  is  very  carefully  minced  up 
by  his  terriltly  sharp  teeth.  When  swallowing 
his  food  the  otter  gives  a  kind  of  yawn.  This  is 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  oesophagus  is  so  small, 
and  some  effort  is  required  in  swallowing. 

Years  ago  they  used  to  have  some  otters  at  the 
Westminster  Aquarium,  where  the  habits  of  this 
interesting  animal  could  be  observed  admirably. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  enterprising  managers  of 
that  institution  may  before  long  reinstate  the 
otter  in  one  of  their  large  tanks.  He  would  cer- 
tainly be  an  attraction. 

The  legitimate  way  of  hunting  the  otter  is  by 
a  pack  of  hounds  trained  for  the  purpose.  These 
hounds  hunt  by  scent ;  but  it  is  not  difiicult  to 
track  an  otter,  owing  to  the  peculiarity  of  his 
footprints  (known  as  "  the  seal "),  the  round  pad 
in  the  sole  of  the  foot  leaving  a  mark  that  cannot 
be  confounded  with  the  "spoor"  of  any  other 
animal. 

It  might  seem  to  some  that  the  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  would  be  the  last  place  in  which 
to  plead  for  the  otter ;  but  its  readers  are  sports- 
men, and  if  only  for  the  sake  of  the  sport  they 
love,  they  may,  I  am  sui-e,  be  confidently  appealed 
to  in  this  matter  to  thoroughly  satisfy  themselves 
that  the  otter  really  is  the  curse  to  fishing  that 
he  is  represented  in  some  quarters  before  de- 
stroying one  of  the  largest,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  beautiful,  of  the  few  wild  animals  of  any 
size  now  left  in  these  islands. 

Charles  Hussey. 


SEA  FISHERIES  OF  THE  U^JITED' 
KINGDOM,  1897. 


All  who  require  statistical  tables  relating  ta 
the  sea  fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the 
year  1897,  including  also  a  return  showing  the 
quantity  of  fish  carried  by  railway  from  each  of 
the  principal  ports  of  England  and  Wales,  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  in  each  year  from  1892  to  18.97, 
inclusive,  will  find  the  information  in  a  Board  of 
Trade  return,  dated  March  3.  1893.  Sold  by 
Messrs.  Eyre  and  Spottiswcole,  East  Harding- 
street,  E.G. 


THE  FAROE  ISLANDS* 


MRS.  RICHARDSON'S  FLIES,  & 


c. 


During  our  visit  to  the  recent  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  Mrs. 
Richardson  showed  us  a  very  large  stock  of 
flies,  which  quite  came  up  to  her  well-known 
artistic  and  excellent  standard.  There  were  duns 
and  spinners  in  great  number,  and  all  of  them 


Except  to  the  geologist,  naturalist,  and  angler 
the  Faroe  Islands  possess  few  attractions.  From 
meteorological  returns  we  find  that  fogs  and 
gales  are  very  frequent,  and  there  are  about  270- 
rainy  days  in  the  year,  that  is  to  say,  it  rains  on 
three  days  out  of  every  four.  There  are  no  trees, 
the  scenery  is  rugged  and  raouatainous,  and  thsre 
is  no  hotel  accommodation.  From  this  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  ordinary  tourist  will  fiad  but  little 
to  repay  him  for  the  discomfort  he  will  have  to 
undergo  ;  and  if  his  visit  should  be  a  short  one 
the  chances  are  quite  equal  that  he  will  see 
nothing  more  than  a  few  hundred  yards  distant 
on  account  of  the  mist  and  fog. 

The  facts  will  probably  account  for  the  paucity 
of  books  on  the  Faroe  Islands,  and,  indeed,  such 
as  have  been  published  have,  for  the  most  part, 
reference  to  the  geology  of  this  group.  The  book 
before  us  is,  however,  an  exception  to  this  rule. 
The  author  and  a  friend  visited  the  island  for  the 
piirpose  of  sport,  and,  though  they  only  obtained 
very  indifferent  shooting,  they  certainly  appear 
to  have  had  some  excellent  trout  fishing.  They^ 
were  very  hospitably  received  by  the  governor 
and  several  of  the  leading  inhabitants,  and  were 
thus  exempt  from  much  of  the  roughing  they 


charming,  but  the  newest  thing  in  flies  which  she 
had  were  Mr.  Charles  Walker's  imitations  of  the 
Corixa  and  freshwater  shrimp,  to  which  we  have 
already  refei-red. 

The  imitation  Corixa  is  beautifully  madr.  The 
two  hind  legs  of  the  insect  are  represented  by 
quills,  which  are  springy,  and  thus,  when  the  fly 
is  drawn  through  the  water,  these  legs  are  worked 
back  by  the  pressure,  resuming  their  original 
position  when  the  fly  is  allowed  to  stop.  The  fly 
is  used  as  the  Alexandra  is  used,  and  its  use 
should  be  confined  to  places  where  the  Alexandra 
is  allowed. 

The  other  novelty,  the  freshwater  shrimp 
(Gammarus  pulex),  is  the  imitation  of  a  little 
crustacean  v.  hich  inhabits  many  of  our  rivers  and 
lakes  in  great  numbers,  and  there  is  probably  no 
form  of  food  more  acceptable  to  trout.  They  are 
very  like  the  well-known  sandhopper. 

The  imitation  should  be  fished  across  and  down- 
stream when  used  in  running  water,  and  should 
travel  in  gradual  stages  towards  the  fisherman. 
The  movement,  however,  should  not  be  violent,  as 
the  natural  shrimp  cannot  swim  well  against  the 
current. 

Mr.  Walker  and  others  have  met  with  great 
success  with  this  bait.  These  imitation  shrimps 
are  made  of  thin  India  rubber  wound  over  a  body 
shaped  like  that  of  the  natural  creature.  This 
gives  the  body  of  the  imitation  the  semi- 
translucent  appearance  so  marked  in  the  fresh- 
water shrimp. 

Of  course  no  gentleman  would  use  these  baits 
on  any  water  where  fly  only  is  allowed — on  such 
waters  their  use  is  as  morally  illegal  as  artificial 
salmon  roe  or  other  bait  would  be. 


would  have  had  in  camping  out  or  living  at  farm- 
houses. 

As  the  author  visited  all  the  principal  islands, 
and  gives  an  account  of  the  sport  he  obtained  at 
each,  anyone  intending  to  visit  the  Faroes  will  do- 
well  to  read  his  book,  which  contains  a  good  map, 
and  some  usaful  hints  on  outfit,  &c.— Field. 


VI  YELL  A. 


"  ViYELLA  '■  is  the  new  material  which  has 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century  to 
make  us  all  comfortable  for  the  twentieth.  From 
personal  trial  we  can  strongly  recommend  it.  It 
is  not  very  cheap,  but  for  cricket,  golf,  fishings 
and  other  sporting  garments  of  all  kinds,  it  is 
first  class.  The  ladies  all  speak  in  the  highest 
terms  about  it,  and  as  it  is  made  in  white, 
natural,  and  fancy  patterns,  and  in  light,  medium, 
and  heavy  makes,  and  does  not  shrink,  we  are  not 
surprised  that  the  demand  for  it  is  increased  by 
the  recommendations  of  evei-yone  who  is  fortunate 
enough  to  wear  this  beautifully  soft,  rich,  fleecy 
material.  It  can  be  obtained  of  the  principal 
drapers,  shirtmakers,  outfitters,  &c.,  but  see  that 
you  really  get  "  Viyella,"  as  the  name  is  stamped 
on  every  piece. 


Accounts  are  to  hand  of  a  very  large  quantity 
of  perch  spawn  in  the  Thames.  Head  river-keeper 
Douglas  is  doing  his  level  best  to  protect  it. 

*  The  Fariie  Isles.  By  Joseph  Jeafifreaon,  F.B.G.S. 
With  map  and  illustrations.  London  :  Sampson  Low,, 
Marston  and  Co.,  Limited. 
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^otes  from  t^t  ^oxi^. 

The  International  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  Aberdeen  in 
1899  is  now  fairly  under  weigh.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
executive  on  Saturday  in  the  Town  Hall,  under  the  pre- 
sidency of  Lord  Provost  Mearns,  a  buiioess  committee 
was  duly  nominated,  and  they  are  to  set  to  work  at  onca 
to  arrange  seven  other  committees,  who  will  each  have 
charge  of  a  separate  department  of  work.  The  Qaeen 
has  signified  her  consent  to  become  patroness, 
and  it  is  esp  acted  that  the  Dake  and  Duchess 
of  Fife  vrill  formally  open  the  exhibition.  This 
is  to  be  no  locil  show,  but  an  international  affair,  on 
as  broad  a  basis  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it,  and  accord- 
ingly the  co-operation  of  all  the  east  and  west  coast  towns 
is  requisitioned.  His  Grace  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  the  Duke  of  Fiife,  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Lord  Saltoun,  Lord  Simpill,  Lord 
Forbes,  Sir  William  Brooks,  Sir  Allan  Mackenzie,  and  a 
host  of  other  knights,  noblemen,  and  gentlemen  are  taking 
a  personal  and  active  interest  in  the  matter,  while  many 
of  them  are  working  members  of  the  business  and  other 
committees.  Dr.  Dnguid,  Dr.  Fulton,  and  other  experts 
of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  are  much  more  than  orna- 
mental members  of  the  executive. 

Of  course,  there  wiU  be  an  anglers'  section — that  goes 
without  saying — and  an  angling  casting  tournament.  The 
latter  will  be  ia  charge  of  the  amusements  committee, 
and  substantial  inducements  wiU  be  offered  to  bring  the 
world's  champions  into  the  arena  from  all  quarters  of  the 
globe.  _  Trawling  excursions  are  spoken  of  as  an  extra  and 
nocel  bit  of  entertainment,  and  a  few  hours'  sail  in  the 
Aberdeen  bay  outside  the  three  miles  limit,  with  the  trawl 
net  down,  will  be  an  exceedingly  cheap  shilling's  worth. 
Other  methods  of  fishing  will  also  be  demonstrated  after  a 
similar  fashion,  the  main  idea  being  to  educate  the  man  in 
the  street,  while  he  is  also  being  amused. 


There  was  some  talk  last  year  in  Aberdeen  of  forming 
a  fly  _  fishers'  club  for  the  North  of  Scotland,  or  of 
resuscitating  an  old  association  which  flourished  a  few 
years  ago,  but  has  been  dead  for  a  while,  with  a  good 
deposit,  however,  to  its  credit  at  the  bankers.  Never  was 
the  need  of  a  local  association  more  felt  thin  at  present, 
when  a  national  association  of  trout  anglers  is  being 
formed  at  Edinburgh,  and  no  representative  from  the 
Granite  City  on  the  committee. 

On  Thursday  the  association  was  duly  formed  under 
the  presidency  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  and  with 
Messrs.  Smith  and  J.  Gordon  Mason  as  secretaries. 
The  resolutions  embodying  the  lines  upon  which  the 
association  has  been  formed  were  duly  carried.  The 
general  policy  of  the  association  is  a  good  one,  and  there 
is  plenty  of  room  for  such  a  combination  north  of  the 
Tweed.  Union  is  strength,  and,  united,  some  useful 
legislation  may  be  anticipated  in  the  interests  of  trout 
fishing,  which  has  hitherto  b3en  denied,  chiefly  on  account 
of  no  one  in  particular  seeming  to  want  it. 


A  very  fine  salmon,  scaling  461b.,  was  got  in  the  nets  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Deveron  last  week.  This  is  the  heaviest 
fish  of  the  season  as  yet  on  Scottish  waters. 


The  salmon  fishings  along  the  east  c;ast  improved  very 
considerably  daring  last  week,  and  a  fair  run  of  fresh  fish 
got  away  into  the  rivers  with  the  spate  which  succeeded 
the  very  heavy  rainfall.   

As  indicated  some  time  ago,  and  frequently  reiterated 
since,  the  best  spoit  on  nio:t  salmon  rivers  is  being  got 
1 1  the  head  waters,  and  anglers  are  advised  on  no  account 
to  look  at  waters  on  the  lower  reaches  if  a  cast  can  be 
got  on  the  upper  parts. 

The  path,  near  the  brig  o'  Balgownie,  over  the  Don, 
where  the  young  angler  lost  his  life  the  other  week,  is  to 
be  put  in  order.  It  belongs  to  the  City  of  Aberdeen,  and 
several  letters  in  the  local  papers  have  drawn  the 
convener's  attention  to  the  perilous  state  of  matters  near 
one  of  the  most  picturesque  spots  in  the  north. 


There  were  grand  rejoicings  in  the  Lochiel  country  in  the 
west  of  Scotland  last  week  at  the  coming  of  age  of  the 
young  laird.  Ballachulish,  the  residence  of  the  chief  of 
the  Camerons,  was  grandly  illuminated,  and  the  tenantry 
and  retainers  were  duly  entertained.  The  Camerons  held 
a  high  old  time  of  it,  and  did  full  justice  to  the  occasion. 

"  The  German  Empress  may  come  to  Scotland  towards 
the  end  of  May,  when  the  Queen  visits  Balmoral,  and  may 
reside  at  Abergeldie  Castle,  or  Birkhall  if  she  prefers  it." 
This  from  Truth,  bat  as  yet  there  is  no  word  of  it  on 
Deatile.  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  troops  of  visitors  in 
the  autumn,  but  seldom  any  during  her  spring  visit. 

The  loch  of  Skene,  a  fine  sheet  of  watef  about  ten 
miles  from  Aberdeen,  will  be  brought  within  a  few  minutes' 
ride  of  the  city  by  the  Echt  light  railway  scheme, 
now  before^  Parhament.  It  ia  time  the  loch  was  being 
stocked  if  it  is  to  be  made  a  second  Loch  Leven.  There 
wiU  be  some  killiug  of  pike  before  then. 

Mr.  Wm.  Jaffrey  has  just  been  appointed  fishery 
officer  for  the  east  coast  of  Berwickshire.  He  is  a  native 
of  Moray,  has  seen  service  in  Wick,  the  Lochfyne  district, 
and  at  Macduff.  He  succeeds  Mr.  Doull,  who  comes 
North  to  Aberdeen,  in  room  of  Mr.  Cooper,  retired.  i 

Special  Scotch.  ' 


IptopinctaMFlotea 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headciuarters  on 
Thursday  evening,  April  21.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice-chair ;  the  meeting  was 
well  attended.  The  secretary,  after  reading  the  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting,  reported  the  death  of  a  member  of  the 
Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  and  that  the  death  claim 
had  been  paid.  A  vote  of  condolence  was  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  deceased  member's  relatives.  Messrs.  White, 
McMullen,  and  Wright  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the 
Ivy  Green  Society.  The  report  went  to  show  that  the 
visit  had  been  the  means  of  getting  seventeen  members  to 
join  the  society;  the  report  was  adopted.  The  arrange- 
ments for  the  forthcoming  visits  are  as  follows  :  To  the 
Sparkbrook  Society  on  Monday,  May  2,  the  visitors  being 
Messrs.  Coles,  Wood,  and  Holding  ;  to  the  Rose  and  Crown 
on  Tuesday,  May  3,  when  Messrs.  White,  Rabone,  and  Payne 
will  be  the  visitors ;  and  the  Black  Eagle,  on  Monday, 
May  9,  the  visitors  being  Messrs.  Coles,  White,  and  Foster. 
At  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee  they  will  decide 
when  and  where  the  society's  annual  contest  will  be  held. 
The  whole  of  the  committee  were  asked  to  bring  the 
matter  before  their  respective  societies,  and  take  the  opinion 
of  the  members  as  to  the  advisability  of  having  a  day  con- 
test instead  of  holding  the  contest  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
as  in  previous  years.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this 
year  the  contest  will  be  fished  on  a  Monday,  as  the  contests 
fished  during  the  last  three  years  have  had  to  be  got 
through  in  double  quick  time,  with  only  one  and  a  half 
hours  allowed  for  fishing.  I  now  think,  that  we  have  the 
challenge  cup,  that  three  hours  should  he  the  time,  and 
that  the  contest  should  be  fished  in  a  river,  a  special 
train  be  run  to  some  convenient  place,  and  the  discotint  on 
the  salo  of  railway  tickets  go,  as  usual,  to  the  funds  of  the 
society.  If  this  suggestion  is  adopted,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  excursion  and  contest  will  turn  out  a  grand  success. 
The  Vine  Unity  Society  is  placed  in  a  peculiar  position 
with  the  person  from  whom  they  rent  their  water  off  at 
HamstUl  Redward.  The  river  Blythe  at  this  place  is  in 
some  places  not  more  than  14ft.  wide.  The  club,  when 
they  took  the  water,  were  told  that  the  off-side  of  the 
river  could  not 'be  fished,  as  no  one  would  be  allowed  on 
the  land ;  but  tince  then  the  person  in  question  has  by 
some  means  got  permission  for  persons  to  go  on  the  land, 
and  has  tried  his  best  to  let  the  off-side  to  certain  clubs  in 
Birmingham.  But  knowing  that  the  water  on  the  one 
side  was  already  in  the  hands  of  a  club,  and  that  the  water 
was  too  narrow,  and  not  sufficient  for  two  clubs,  they 
declined  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it;  on  the  strength  of 
this  no  clubs  will  take  the  water,  and  now  this  wide  awake 
countryman  is  charging  Is.  per  day  to  actually  fish  the 
Vine  Club  water,  but  from  the  side  they  were  led  to 
understand,  when  they  made  their  agreement,  was  strictly 
private.  The  club  have  taken  the  matter  up  very  warmly, 
and  it  now  remains  to  be  seen  how  the  matter  will  end. 
A  good  few  of  cur  members  have  been  out  on  the  Severn 
trout  fishing,  but  very  little  worth  recording  has  been 
done.  The  chief  parts  of  the  river  fished  by  our  members 
has  been  from  Arley  to  Hampton  Lode.  Our  people  com- 
plain of  the  scarcity  of  trout  this  season  so  far  in  the 
vcinity  of  the  places  mentioned.  A  new  angling  associa- 
tion is  being  formed  at  Swansea,  the  hon.  secretary  of 
which  has  placed  himself  in  communication  with  the 
secretary  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  with  a 
view  of  joining  the  latter  as  soon  as  possible. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 
The  cell,  eisterly  winds,  which  have  prevailed  up  to 
Tuesday,  greatly  interfered  with  all  kinds  of  angling  on 
Derbyshire  streams ;  but  welcome  showers  of  rain  and 
more  genial  weather  have  brought  an  improvement,  and 
good  sport  may  now  be  looked  for.  During  the  past  week 
there  has  been  about  the  average  number  of  rods  on  the 
Wye,  and  some  moderate  creels,  have  been  made  on  the 
Rowsley  and  BakeweU  lengths,  and  a  few  decent  lots  of 
fish  have  been  killed  on  the  lengths  of  Monval,  Cressbrook, 
and  Miller's  dales.    Higher  up  the  river,  by  Blackwell 
and  Ishwood  dales,  several  brace  have  been  caught ;  but, 
on  the  whole,  sport  has  been  but  moderately  good 
on  the  Wye  up  to  Tuesday.     Since  then  some  very 
fair    baskets   have   been    made.     Anglers  have  been 
tolerable   numerous   on   the  Dove,   on    most  of  the 
open  lengths  of  the  river.     On   the  lower  reaches, 
where  both  fly  and  bottom  fishers  have  been  at  work, 
some  decent  catches  have  been  made,  and  some  fairly 
satisfactory  sport  has  been  had  by  several  anglers  on  the 
middle  waters.    In  Dovedale,  visitors  have  not  been  very 
numerous,  and,  although  a  few  good  baskets  have  been 
made,  the  fishing  generally  has  been  only  moderately 
good  there  ;  and  similar  remarks  are  applicable  to  the 
angling  on  the  Beresford  Dale  and  Hartington  waters. 
A  few  decent  creels  have  been  made  on  the  neighbouring 
Manifold,  but  not  much  has  been  done   there,  and 
visitors  have  not  been  numerous.     The  upper  waters 
of   the    Derwent,    from    Dersvent    village    bridge  to 
Ashopton,  have  had:  several  Sheffield  fishermen,  who 
made    some    small    catches    only,    the    cold  winds 
jreventing  good  sport.     Lower  down,  by  Yorkshire 
.  bridge  andj  Bamford,  bottom  anglers  have,  in  places, 
done  tolerably  well ;  but  fly  anglers  have  only  met  with 
somewhat  indifferent  sport,  save  in  two  or  three  instances, 
where  creels  up  to  five  and  six  brace  were  made.  Between 
Siekleholme,  Hathersage,  and  Grindleford,  anglers  have 
been  fairly  numerous  on  the  river,  and  some  of  them  have 
bad  satisfactory  sport,  but  no  very  large  baskets  have 
been  made.    The  Stoke,  Calver,  and  upper  Baslow  lengths 
have  yielded  a  few_nice  lots  of  fish,  both  to  fly  and  bottom 
fishermen,  alike  in  the  private  and  the  open  waters. 


The  Baslow  and  Chataworth  reaches  have  been 
tolerably  well  patronised,  and  several  of  the  visitors 
have  met  with  satisfactory  sport,  principally  in 
the  lengths  near  the  Chatsworth  Park  Mill,  and 
the  bridge.  Lower  down,  on  the  Beely,  Rowaley,  and 
Darleydalo  waters,  there  has  been  a  fair  sprinkling  of 
visitors,  and  some  moderately  good  sport  has  been  had  a'; 
times.  A  few  decent  ca'c'ies  have  been  made  on  the 
Matlock  lengths,  but  not  much  has  been  done  there  ;  nDr 
still  lower  down,  on  the  Cromford,  Holmesford,  and 
Watstanwell  reaches,  has  there  been  other  than  moderate 
fishing.  A  few  nice  lots  of  decent  sized  fish  have  been 
killed  by  bottom  fishing  on  the  Ambcrgate  lengtha,  but 
fly  angling  there  has  been  disappointing.  The  smaller 
streams,  the  Ashop,  Nowe,  Amber,  and  Ecclesburn,  have 
had  their  share  of  visitors,  but  as  a  rule  only  small  baskets 
have  been  made.  The  rivers  are  now  in  excellent  condition 
for  fly  fishing. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  brace  of  nice  sized  trout  were  taken  in  the  upper 
stretches  of  the  river  Hull  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
week.  The  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  A.S.  held  a  prize 
presentation  the  other  evening,  and  the  next  match  was 
fixed  for  Whit- Monday.  The  officers  for  the  season  were 
elected.  The  Clarence  A. A.  held  their  opening  match 
on  the  river  at  Wheelforry,  Messrs.  W.  Scholey,  T. 
Everatt,  and  J.  Bradshaw  succeeded  in  winning  the  first 
three  prizes  ;  and  the  Horns  Angling  and  Recreation 
Society  fished  theirs  at  the  same  place,  Messrs.  S.  Stanley, 
W.  Oxley,  and  A.  Breirly  taking  the  first  three  honours. 
Next  Saturday  (May  7)  the  Central  Hull  and  the  Stone- 
ferry  Angling  Societies  open  their  season  on  the  river 
Hull — the  former  at  Swinemoor,  and  the  latter  at  Wawne- 
ferry.  The  club  cards  for  the  Hull  Angling  and  Preser- 
vation Society  are  now  ready,  and  can  be  had  of  any  of 
the  officers,  or  of  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  W.  E.  Hay,  of 
10,  Burton-villas,  Field-street,  Hall.  At  the  last  council 
meeting  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association, 
it  was  announced  that  the  proprietors  of  the  Hull  Times 
had  kindly  promised  a  challenge  trophy  for  competition 
by  the  members  in  their  annual  matches,  and  the  president 
proposed  "  That  the  Amalgamation  supplement  such  gift 
by  a  gold  medal  for  each  of  the  winning  team  each 
year."  A  committee  was  also  elected  to  take  into 
consideration  the  advisability  of  le-stocking  the  South 
Holderness  drains.  The  next  council  meeting  will  be  held 
at  headquarters,  on  Wednesday  evening,  May  4,  chair  to 
be  taken  at  8  p.m.,  when  the  place  and  date  will  be  fixed 
for  holding  the  Jubilee  Hospital  match.  An  applicit  i  in 
from  the  Izaak  Walton  A.S.,  and  also  from  the  Exst  Hull 
Brass  Band  A.S.,  to  fisa  matches  on  the  Burstwick  drain, 
at  Hedon,  the  former  on  May  7,  and  the  latter  on  May  21, 
were  granted.  At  the  City  Corporation's  Employes'  first 
match,  Messrs.  S.  Clarkson,  W.  Pcgg,  and  C.  H.  Clarkson 
were  successful  in  taking  the  first  three  prizes  ;  and  at  the 
Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society's  first  match,  at  Hedon, 
Messrs.  J.  Sumptcn,  J.  Simons,  and  A.  Northern  took  the 
first  three  honours. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE, 

Attention  may  perhaps  be  called  advantageously  to  the 
Deveron  and  its  much  improved  fishing  condition  since  the 
removal  of  the  Cruive  Dyke  at  the  estuary.    The  writer 
has  several  times  had  inquiries  as  to  a  good  place  to  visit, 
and  he  can  now  say  go  to  Huntly ;  this  may  perhaps  not 
be  Lancashire  rews,  but  one  of  our  men  called  my  atten- 
tion to    the    locality,  and,  after  careful  inquiries,  I 
unhesitatingly  say,  go  by  all  means  if  you  can.    Last  year 
(1897)  on  the  first  day  of  the  netting  season,  several 
hundred  salmon  were  taken  ;  this  season,  on  the  opening 
day,  the  dyke  being  gone,  the  catch  was  about  a  dozen. 
Salmon  are  now  getting  taken  freely  by  angling,  and  the 
fishing  all  round  itdproved  by  a  return  to  natural  condi- 
tions.   The  Wigan  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  held  their  quarterly  meeting  at  the  Gibraltar 
Iim ;  there  was  a  very  good  attendance  of  delegates  and 
members.    Mr.  Levi  Booth  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Wm. 
Tenbrook  in  the  vice-chair.    The  minutes  and  other 
business  of  a  routine  character  were  easily  disposed  of, 
but  the  correspondence  provided  subject  matter  for  a  lot  of 
discussion.  Alter  dealing  with  letters  from  the  Undaunted 
Anglers,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Amateur  Anglers 
suggesting  a  £10  match,  to  be  fished  in  the  Worsley  Canal, 
for  (he  benefit  of  the  amalgamation.     The  suggestion  was 
favourably  received.    Mr.  Councillor  Booth  promised  a 
challenge  cup,  to  be  fished  for  by    clubs  affiliated  with 
the  amalgamation.     This  announcement  proved  very 
popular  and  welcome.    It  was  resolved  to  hold  a  meeting 
on  May  2,  at  the  Bird  i'  th'  Hand  Hotel,  Wigan-lane,  to 
arrange  fully  for  the  two  events.    Well  d>ne,  Wigan  ! 
nothing  like  plenty  of  enthusiasm  !    Very  little  has  been 
heard  lately  of  the  Stalybridge  and  Districts  Amalgama- 
tion; but  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  from  the  president  that 
they  are  very  much  alive,  and  mean  to  be  heard  from  in 
the  coming  season. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
The  glorious  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  been 
answerable  for  an  increased  number  of  rods  on  the  Lincoln- 
shire trout  streams  ;  but  fly  fishing  is  far  from  satisfactory, 
owing  to  the  low  and  bright  condition  of  the  waters.  There 
was,  however,  a  splendid  rainfall  to-day  (Wednesday), 
with  a  prospect  of  further  showers  at  night.  This,  at  any 
rate,  should  vastly  improve  the  condition  of  the  streams, 
and  the  sport  should  now  be  the  reverse  of  disappointing. 
For  many  weeks  rain  has  been  the  great  desideratum 
amongst  trout  anglers,  but  I  anticipate  that  the  waters 
will  now  prove  more  attractive.  The  cold  days  and  frosty 
nights  have  checked  the  development  of  insect  life,  and 
this  has  tended  to  cause  inaction  amongst  the  fish.  Up  to 
the  present  very  little  attention  has  been  bestowed  on  some 
streams,  and  below  an  average  number  of  licences  have 
been  granted.  A  few  sizeable  fish  have  been  captured  wii  h 
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the  worm  on  the  BarlingB  river,  and  the  streams  in  the 
Sleaford  district  have  also  furnished  moderate  sport.  The 
recent  rainfall  and  the  warmer  temperature  shoald,  how- 
ever, cause  an  all-round  improvement, 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  County  Palatine  Anglers  and  friends  were  out  in 
force  on  Saturday  last,  paying  a  visit  to  their  Irlam  and 
Cadishead  waters,  the  work  in  hand  heing  the  turning  in 
of  700  rainbow  trout,  and  convoying  a  few  visitors  over 
their  possessions.  The  trout  arrived  from  the  Moorside 
Fishery  in  capital  condition,  and  bore  the  journey  well ; 
to  be  exact,  only  one  died  en  route,  a  splendid  result  for 
so  warm  a  day.  Mr.  Councillor  Salt  and  others  received 
the  party,  and  the  work  of  turning  the  fish  in  was  safely 
accomplished,  and  then  the  visitors  were  escorted  round 
the  waters  by  the  courteous  executive  officers.  The 
members  of  this  association  are  lucky  in  their  principal 
officers  and  committee,  who  spend  a  lot  of  time  and 
money  on  their  behalf,  and  there  ought  not  to  be  a 
dissatisfied  one  in  their  ranks.  Last  Monday  the  Old 
Standard  Angling  Society  held  one  of  the  enioyable 
fortnightly  meetings  at  headquarters.  Eeoruits  still  keep 
offering,  and  the  roll-call  is  filling  up  fast,  and  the  best 
of  all  is,  the  members  attend  the  meetings  and  take 
an  interest  in  the  business.  The  Victoria  A.S.,  a  junior 
organisation,  has  joined  the  CP. A. A.;  very  few  local 
clubs  now  are  not  included  in  this  association.  The 
Buckland  Anglers  held  a  meeting  on  the  26th  for  the 
dispatch  of  routine  business.  This  club  intend  being 
heard  from  in  the  ensuing  season,  having  decided  to  be 
represented  in  various  contests.  The  original  Openshaw, 
Bradford,  and  Clayton  A,S.  is  in  fuU  bloom  and  going 
strong. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  is  again  little  to  be  said  with  regard  to  fishing  in 
(ur  district.  Scircely  anyone  seems  disposed  to  try  for 
the  salmon  known  to  have  reached  Shardlow  and  King's 
Mills,  and  in  consequence  of  the  cold  nights  prevailing,  few 
trout  have  been  killed  on  the  various  tributaries.  On 
Monday,  or  rather  on  May  1,  the  fly  season  opens_  on  the 
well-stocked  Greet,  a  portion  of  which  (Gold  Hill  way) 
has  been  to  let.  I  hear  it  was  quickly  snapped  up. 
Dinners  of  the  Nottingham  societies  have  been  celebrated 
in  rapid  succession.  On  Thursday,  April  21,  the 
Waltonians  held  "  high  festival  "  at  the  headquarters  of 
(he  club  (Blue  Ball  Inn,  Peck-lane),  under  _  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  of  the  WeUiagton  Society, 
and  who  dwelt  at  length  on  subjects  directly  concerning 
fishermen  as  a  whole.  Said  the  worthy  president  of  the 
Wellingtonians,  Nottingham  had  always  been  a  noted 
centre  for  anglers,  but  it  was  centuries  behind  other  towns 
in  England  in  the  matter  of  securing  waters.  He  was  in 
negotiation  for  some  waters  on  the  Trent,  which  would  be 
at  the  disposal  of  all  the  general  anglers.  He  trusted  that 
the  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  which  was  one  of  the  best 
in  the  city,  would,  before  another  season  was  over,  have 
the  right  of  going  on  a  stretch  of  water,  and  saying  not 
only  it  was  their  own,  but  hands  off  to  everbody  else.  The 
prize  winners  for  the  past  half-yearly  or  winter  season, 
were  announced  as  follows,  viz. :  Messrs.  J.  Bailey,  G. 
Tilley,  S.  Boot,  W.  Foulds,  H.  Ashton,  G.  Clarke,  A. 
Blythe,  H.  Boot,  J.  Long,  T.  Sugden,  J.  Simpson,  G. 
Bee  (trainer  of  the  Forest  Football  Team  to  victory  in 
the  English  Association  Cap  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
grounds),  C.  Sturman,  W.  Eooper,  J.  Wootton,  J.  Tidy,  J. 
Cooper,  T.  Bradley,  and  the  worthy  host,  W.  Rayson. 
Mr.  A.  Shardlow,  the  enterprising  secretary,  announced  a 
substantial  balance  on  the  right  side,  and  he  was  warmly 
thanked  for  his  services.  On  the  same  night  the  Beeston 
Society  celebrated  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel,  in  that  delightful  suburb  of  Nottingham,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  A.  Hetteringham,  when  the  prize  list 
was  thus  announced  :  Barbel,  Mr.  E.  Flewitt  ;  chub,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Whitehead ;  bream,  Mr.  J.  Luntley  ;  roach,  Mr. 
W.  Gregory  ;  dace,  Mr.  A.  Hetteringham  ;  peroh,  Mr.  F. 
Luntley ;  and  pike,  Mr.  C.  Walker.  These  were  the 
ordinary  prizes.  The  "specials"  were  carried  off  by  the 
follovring  :  Mr.  A.  Hetteringham,  Mr.  F.  Eillycald,  Mr. 
H.  Whitehead,  Mr.  W._  Gregory,  and  Mr.  C.  Walker.  I 
ought  to  have  stated,  with  regard  to  the  Waltonian  Society, 
that  the  vice-chair  was  occupied  by  Mr,  J.  Trueman,  the 
respected  president  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Associa- 
tion, which,  like  that  of  the  Wellington,  had  placed  their 
waters  at  the  disposal  of  the  members  for  competitive 
purposes. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  rain  that  is  falling  towards  the  end  of  the  week  will 
be  welcome  to  anglers,  as  we  have  really  not  had  any  fall 
since  Eastertide.  Sport  has  not  been  so  bad,  however, 
and  some  good  dishes  have  been  landed.  The  Derwent, 
ever  a  favourite  fishing  ground,  for  it  provides  good  sport 
amid  lovely  scenery,  has  been  well  patronised,  and  those 
who  have  any  skill  in  the  gentle  art  have  done  fairly  well. 
The  fish  do  not  run  big  in  some  portions  of  the  liver,  but 
they  are  of  decent  size,  and  provide  good  sport.  In  the 
reaches  at  Hathersage  and  Ashopton  the  worm  has  proved 
a  good  bait ;  whilst  in  the  Ambergate  district  the  fish  caught, 
though  not  numerous,  were  of  good  weight,  and  in  grand 
condition.  The  Retford  waters  are  now  doing  well,  and  here 
also  the  worm  has  been  used  with  effect.  Coming  nearer 
the  city,  the  Sheaf  has  been  well  visited  in  the  preserved 
portions  both  at  night  and  early  morning;  but  the  sport 
has  been  varied.  Of  course  the  stream  is  not  a  very  large 
one.  The  various  dams  around  Sheffield,  some  of  which 
are  now  tremendous  sheets  of  water,  abound  with  big  fish. 
They  require  BkUl  to  catch  them,  but  when  a  good  bottom 
angler  gets  to  work  under  anything  like  favourable  con- 
ditions a  good  basket  of  fine  specimens  is  the  result. 
Further  away,  on  the  Wye  and  Derwent,  fishing  with  the 
artificial  fly  has  been  pretty  general,  but  the  sport  has  only 
been  of  a  moderate  character.   In  the  Matlock  district 


trolling  with  the  natural  minnow  and  artificial  lures,  and 
ledger  fishing  in  the  deep  holes  at  night,  has  been  pro- 
ductive. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  wind  has  been  bitterly  cold  this  week,  nearly  due 
east  all  the  time,  the  nights  being  frosty.  Yesterday 
evening  we  had  a  change,  rain  coming  down  smartly,  and 
this  morning  it  is  much  warmer,  and  the  face  of  Nature 
looks  refreshed  and  beautiful,  but  we  want  a  lot  more 
rain  to  add  to  the  volume  of  water  in  our  rivers,  which  are 
very  low  and  clear,  before  we  shall  have  an  improvement 
in  trout  fishing,  which  this  season,  so  far,  has  been  far 
below  the  average.  Some  of  our  anglers  have  been  fishing 
the  Severn  at  the  weirs  this  week  with  minnow  and  fly, 
but  have  had  no  success.  Several  have  tried  the  Teme, 
but  sport  was  very  slow  indeed ;  some  seven  fish  were 
taken  by  five  rods,  viz.,  a  good  brace  with  the  minnow, 
one  and  a  half  brace  with  the  fly  (all  with  Blue  Dun),  and 
a  brace  with  the  worm.  These  are  all  I  can  hear  of  being 
taken.  Some  have  visited  the  Lugg  and  Arrow,  but  the 
trout  were  not  on  the  feed  there,  and  they  returned  with 
very  light  creels.  Salmon  fishing  almost  nil ;  two  fish  are 
all  that  the  nets  have  taken  during  the  week,  they  tell  me, 
but  both  Severn  and  Teme  are  swarming  with  samlets, 
which  are  a  thorough  nuisance  to  the  angler. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

An  easterly  wind,  a  cloudy  sky,  and  a  chilly  air, 
are  not  the  best  of  conditions  for  angling.  Such, 
however,  have  been  prevalent  of  late,  and  when  to 
these  were  added  flooded  streams,  caused  by  the 
melted  snows,  it  is  easily  imagined  what  the  experiences 
must  have  been  like.  The  country  looks  beautiful,  though 
"the  trembling  year  is  unconfirmed,"  for  there  were 
mild  and  balmy  days  before  the  trout  season  dawned.  If 
holiday  folk  generally  had  a  rather  quiet  time  with  the 
rod  and  line,  there  has  been  only  ordinary  sport  since 
Easter.  The ' '  merrie  month  of  May ' '  should  herald  brighter 
and  milder  days  if  anything  extraordicary  in  the  way  of 
fishing  is  to  be  done  in  the  near  future.  The  Wharfe, 
Yore,  Swale,  Nidd,  and  Rye  have  been  fished  for  trout, 
and  a  fairly  good  number  were  ciught,  and,  though  small, 
they  were  in  fine  condition.  The  Eamont,  in  Cumberland, 
is  attracting  a  large  number  of  Yorkshire  anglers,  this 
being  a  splendid  trout  stream.  The  Early  Brown,  Water- 
hen  Bloa,  and  Crimson  Partridge  are  considered  the  best 
flies  for  tliis  water.  The  Noith-Eastern  Sea  Fisheries 
Committee,  at  their  quarterly  meeting  on  AprU  20,  at 
York,  considered  the  4th  bye-law,  which  it  was  proposed 
to  alter  so  as  to  give  effect  to  the  petitions  received 
from  Flamborough  and  Scarborough,  exempting  the 
month  of  September  from,  and  including  that  of 
February  in,  the  close  time  for  crabs  fixed  by 
the  bye-law.  In  the  result  the  bye-law  remained 
unaltered.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  representatives  of 
sea  fisheries  will  be  held  at  Whitehall  on  June  7,  and  the 
North-East  Sea  Fisheries  committee  recommended  the 
following  subjects  for  discussion  :  The  establishment  of 
sea  fish  hatcheries  ;  amending  the  law  to  prohibit  the 
landing  within  the  close  time  of  crabs  caught  outside  the 
three-mile  limit ;  the  desirability  of  giving  fishery  com- 
mittees power  to  borrow  monej; ;  and  the  question  of 
amending  the  law  so  as  to  make  inland  counties  liable  to 
contribute  towards  the  expense  of  sea  fisheries  committees 
as  well  as  maritime  counties. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
A.  A.  (Perth). — Some  people  spell  whiskey  with  the 
"  E  "  and  eome  without.    If  it  is  good,  what  does  it 
matter  ? 


ComspDnirjnce 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

WET  FLIES,  &c. 

Dear  Sir, — A  discussion  with  an  opponent  who  adopts 
the  courteous  tone  in  which  "  Mona  "  writes  on  the  above 
subject  is  so  pleasant,  that  I  am  tempted  to  ask  you  for 
space  for  "a  few  more  last  words"  in  addition  to  the 
"  few  final  remarks  "  you  published  from  me  in  your  issue 
of  9th  inst.  To  begin  with  the  fly,  "  Mona  "  does  not  say 
what  he  thinks  the  trout  may  take  it  to  be  when  first  cast 
on  the  water.  As  I  have  frequently  seen  it  greedily  seized 
by  a  fish  the  moment  it  touched  the  water,  I  think  it  may 
be  assumed  that  most  probably  it  is  taken  for  a  fly,  and 
not  for  a  sub-aqueous  insect,  or  beetle,  or  bug.  I  feel  I 
must  be  careful  in  my  nomenc'atare  after  the  warnings 
conveyed  in  recent  correspondence  on  another  subject  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  am  also  of  opinion  that  while  foUowing  the  natural 
drift  of  the  stream,  partially  or  wholly  submerged,  a  well 
made  artificial  will  well  represent  a  real  drowned  fly; 
but  when  it  comes  to  a  darting  against  and  across  stream, 
I  quite  agree  with  "  Mona  "  that  it  must  be  mistaken  for 
some  kind  of  water  "beastie."  Here  I  must  thank  him 
for  the  "  tip  "  of  the  short  jerks,  which  I  mean  to  try  the 
next  tirne  I  get  down  to  the  river  ;  but  I  would  venture, 
at  the  risk  of  being  thought  hypercriticil,  to  suggest  that 
the  method  named  is  not  fly  fishing,  bat  may  almost  be 
called  a  modided  form  of  spinning.  I  have  heard  a 
term  used  of  "sink  and  draw,"  said  to  be  very  fatal 
under  certain  o"u:cumstances,  which,  I  suppose,  is  this 
method.  There  are,  however,  lures  of  a  more  effec- 
tive sort  to  be  us;d  in  this  manner,  which  I  have  seen 
some  men  using  who  professed  to  b3  fly  fijhing — 
miniature  spinners,  with  some  feather  and  floas  about 
them  for  instance ;  and  the  Alexindra,  which  latter  I 


have  noticed  is  now  prohibited  by  name  on  some  waters 
that  are  reserved  for  fly  only.  I  have  often  noticed 
another  fact  which  tends  to  prove  my  contention,  that  is, 
if  the  rod  be  raised  so  as  to  shorten  the  cast  sufficiently  to 
raise  the  dropper  and  let  it  skip  along  the  surface,  it  will 
be  taken  frequently  in  a  savage  way,  that,  to  my  mind, 
looks  like  a  proof  that  the  trout  has  mistaken  it  for  a  fly 
in  difficulties. 

My  experience  of  salmon  fishing  is  very  limited,  but  I 
have  always  thought  the  term  "fly,"  as  applied  to  the  lares 
so  called,  is  a  misnomer.  What  Sahao  salar  thinks  it  to 
be  no  one  can  tell,  but  it  would  seem  he  considers  it 
"pleasant  to  the  eye  and  good  for  food,"  and  the  result  is 
often  as  fatal  to  him  as  the  consumption  of  the  fruit 
so  described  was  to  our  first  parents.  Has  anyone,  I 
wonder,  ever  tried  for  a  salmon  with  a  dry  fly  ?  I  cer- 
tainly believe  1  have  often  seen  them  rising  at  the  natural. 
When  I  disclaimed,  in  a  former  letter,  being  a  "  beastie 
fisher,"  I  did  not  maan  it  to  be  inferred  that  I  considered 
it  a  term  of  reproach,  bat  that  I  c  onsidered  with  the  wet 
fly  I  was  a  fly  fisher.  There  are  many  forms  of  the  sport 
which  require,  I  consider,  quite  as  much  (if  not  more) 
dexterity  as  fly  fishing  :  clear  water  worm,  for  instance, 
upstream — in  the  hands  of  an  expert  a  very  fatal  and, 
above  all,  sportsmanlike  method.  I  simply  dislike  it  per- 
sonally  from  an  aversion  to  handling  the  worms  ;  but  if  I 
did  practise  it,  I  should  not  at  all  consider  it  a  term  of 
reproach  to  be  called  a  worm  fisher.  Bottom  fishing  in 
all  its  branches,  spinning,  and  all  other  methods,  when 
carried  out  in  a  sportsmanlike  way,  and  especially  by 
experts,  I  look  at,  not  only  with  admiration,  V)ut  a  little 
envy.  I  have  now  in  my  mind's  eje  an  editorial  note 
to  the  following  effect:  "This  discussion  has  been,  we 
think,  sufficiently  prolonged,  and  must  now  be  closed." 
So,  before  it  becomes  a  reality,  I  will  bid  adieu  to  the 
subject,  with  my  best  regards  to  "  Mona,"  wishing  him 
"  tight  lines  "  with  fly  and  beastio  up  and  down  stream, 
and  many  thanks  to  you,  sir,  from 

The  White-headed  Novice. 


CHAMOIS  LEATHER  AS  A  GUT  PRESERVATIVE. 

Dear  Sir, — We  notice  the  letter  of  "  Ubique  "  in  your 
issue  this  day.  Surely  it  is  no  new  thing  to  discover  that 
chamois  skin  possesses  valuable  properties  for  preserving 
gut.  Years  ago  we  designed  a  case  made  of  chamois, 
called  the  "  Houghton,"  It  is  noticed  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  March,  1893,  as  follows  :  "  A  new  cast  case, 
made  in  leather,  with  unhleacJied  chamois  pockets,  is  just 
the  thing  for  keeping  gut  during  the  winter.  The  price 
of  this  useful  httle  article  is  5s." 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Faithfully  yours, 
Alnwick  April  2-3.    Hardy  Beos, 

JERKY  DARTS  OF  THE  BEASTIE. 
Sir, — I  am  very  grateful  to  Dr.  Spence.  He  has  come 
to  the  rescue  most  promptly  and  completely,  and,  best  of 
all,  without  in  the  least  intending  the  like,  or,  indeed, 
giving  a  thought  at  all  to  ma  or  my  troubles.  But  he  who 
is  in  touch  with  the  eternal  verities  will  find  support  and 
encouragement  in  the  procession  of  the  seasons  and  the 
waxing  and  the  waning  of  the  lunar  orb.  For  aU  truth  is 
of  kindred. 

The  Dr.  teUs  us  of  a  water  beetle  he  ha3  observed  which 
moves  "  in  a  series  of  jerky  darts  of  oin,  or  Gin.  each,  ' 
and  poor  me  spoke  of  the  chuck-and-chancer  dragging 
his  "  drowned  and  submerged  March  Brown  "  in  this  very 
fashion  under  the  water,  in  order  haply  to  counterfeit  the 
motion  of  some  humble  aquatic  "beastie''  which  your 
trout  loves  not  wisely  but  too  well.  How  beautifully  the 
the  whole  thing  works  out !  And  yet  there  were  those 
who  took  me  to  task  for  libelling,  deliberately  KbeUing,  the 
wet-fly  man  by  attributing  this  very  method  of  natural 
movement  simulation  to  him,  as  if  it  were  a  reproach  to 
imitate  a  "  series  of  darts."  But  wisdom  is  justified  of 
aU  her  children.  Jerk  away,  my  dear  wet-fly  friends, 
if  yon  feel  so  disposed  and  find  it  pays,  for  so  long  as  it 
pleases  the  trout  it  should  please  you,  no  matter  whether 
the  poor  fish  take  your  bugs  for  flies  or  for  beasties.  And 
doubtless  when  a  fly  is  the  rage  for  the  time,  your 
infatuated  trout  will  take  his  counterfeit  whether  floating 
or  jerking ;  but  a  dead  and  drowned  fly,  sailing  submerged 
downstream — apparently  the  orthodox  wet-fly  man's  ideal 
— may  sometimes  be  rejected  in  favour  of  a  "jerking" 
nondescript  trying  to  mike  his  way  against  it,  and  there- 
fore the  complete  angler  wUl  not  foolishly  reject  either 
method  of  luring  his  prey  into  the  toils. — Yours,  &c., 

  Mona. 


FRESHWATER  FISHING  NEAR  EASTBOURNE. 

Dear  Sir, — This  summer  I  intend  to  stay  several 
months  at  Eastbourne,  and  shoald  be  extremely  obliged  if 
any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  what  freshwater  fishing 
is  to  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood;  are  tickets  to  be 
obtained  for  the  Pevensey  river ;  and  what  fish  are  to  be 
caught  there  ?  Ditto  the  Onse  at  Barcombe  Mills  ?  Or 
are  there  any  better  places  than  these  ?  In  fact,  any  hints 
would  oblige. — Yours  truly.  Ilex. 

[For  the  information  of  our  correspondent  "  Ilex,"  no 
tickets  are  issued  for  what  he  terms  the  Pevensey  river, 
but  parmission  to  fish  is  always  ascorded  by  the  land- 
owners and  occupiers.  The  dykes  or  land  drains  in  this 
neighbourhood  have  been  mercilessly  poached  for  baits  for 
sea  fishing  in  years  past,  but  the  fcraiation  of  a  fishery 
district  under  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts,  and  the 
appointmsnt  of  a  board  of  conservators,  has  recently 
brought  about  an  improvement,  and  a  fair  take  of  roach, 
perch,  and  jack  may  be  had  here  and  there.  The  river 
Ouse  between  Lewes  and  Barcomba  Mills  is  a  much  more 
satisfactory  fishing  ground,  being  well  looked  after  by  a 
conservancy  board  and  an  angling  society.  Tickets  are 
issued  at  10s.  the  season,  or  Is.  per  day,  and  may  be  had 
of  Mr,  Lloyd,  gunmaker,  Lewes.  Eoachi  perch,  dace,  chub, 
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and  jack  are  fairly  plentiful.  Very  fair  sport  miy  also  be 
found  in  the  little  river  Cuckmere,  near  Bernick  Railway 
Station,  and  a  little  above  and  below.  The  fish  are  jack, 
roach,  peioh,  and  bream.  Large  catches  of  the  latter  are 
made  late  in  the  summer,  especially  when  the  witer  is 
much  discoloured  by  rain.  No  tickets  are  issued,  but 
l)9rmission  to  fish  is  accorded.  This  and  the  Pevensey 
water  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cuckmere  Fishery 
Board,  and  the  close  time  is  from  March  15  to  June  15. 
Very  fair  sea  fisbing  can  be  obtained  at  Eastbourne, 
especially  in  the  autumn. — Ed.'] 


SEA  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  tell  me  where  I  can  get  some  good  sea  trout 
fishing,  which  can  be  had  by  staying  in  a  hotel.  It  must 
be  in  a  bracing  part.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  for 
any  information  on  the  subject. — Yours,  &c.,  H. 


PSEUDO-CIMEX  AMBULATOR. 
Sir, — Once  on  a  time  a  little  boy  threw  a  lot  of  mud 
and  then  ran  away,  remarking  incidentally  that  his  name 
was  "  Walker,"  and  apparently  your  correspondent  C. 
Walker  keeps  up  the  family  tradition,  as  after  attacking 
me  (remember  this,  it  was  not  I  that  attacked  him,  but 
he  me)  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  he  intimates  his  with- 
drawal from  fuither  correspondence.  He  made  certain 
accusations  against  me,  none  of  which  were  true.  First, 
of  absolute  ignorance.  Second,  of  classifying  Curixx  as 
beetles.  Third,  of  never  calling  Corirx  bugs.  Fourth, 
of  not  being  sure  whether  Corixx  were  insects  or  not  (the 
truth  being  that  it  was  he  himself  who  was  guilty  of  th  s 
awful  ofience) ;  and  of  various  other  crimes  and  offences, 
which  mainly  resolved  themselves  into  that  dire  one  of  not 
agreeing  with  Mr.  C.  Walker,  and  of  calling  that  dis- 
tinguished sciolist  "abusive  and  disgusting  names,"  but 
he  does  not  condescend  to  state  what  they  were. 

Before  this  dread  array  of  accusations  I  felt  almost 
inclined  to  bow  my  diminished  head,  but,  on  looking 
over  the  list  of  my  crimes,  I  find  that  they  seem  to  exist 
mainly  in  your  correspondent's  somewhat  exuberant 
imagination.  I  have  asked  him  to  prove  his  assertions, 
but  he  simply  repeats  them,  being  apparently  under  the 
delusion,  fostered  by  fond  parents  and  foolish  friends,  that 
his  ipae  dirit  is  sutfioient.  Now,  I  will  put  it  to  your 
readers  whether  it  is  the  greater  sin  to  allude  to  a  bug  as 
a  beetle,  or  to  make  accusations  which  you  cannot  prove, 
because  they  are  untrue  ? 

The  brilliance  of  your  correspondent's  intellect  one 
cannot  but  admire  ;  for  rapid  and  miraculous  induction  he 
surjassss  even  the  most  acute  of  fictional  detectives. 
Under  the  stimulating  influences  of  the  inaugural  days  of 
April  he  wrote  you  a  long,  long  letter  all  about  my 
humble  self.  To  this,  owing  to  other  calls  on  my  time 
(and  life  has  duties  even  more  urgent  than  attending  to 
Mr.  Walker's  lucubrations),  I  could  not  reply  in  your 
next  issue.  Promptly  he  jumps  to  the  conclusion  that  I 
had  to  "  read  up  "  the  subject,  a  conjecture  which  throws 
a  lurid  light  on  his  own  methods.  Shade  of  Sherlock 
Holmes  !  Could  acuteness  in  discovering  the  nest  of  the 
ircubating  mare  go  farther  ?  Of  course  the  suggestion  is 
simply  untrue,  I  did  nothing  of  the  sort. 

May  I  also  point  out  to  Mr.  Walker  that  his  arithmetic 
seems  as  deficient  as  his  common  sense.  He  siys,  "  I  made 
this  statement  a  month  ago  "  (April  2nd).  Well,  I  replied 
in  your  issue  of  April  16,  my  letter  being  written  some 
days  previously,  and  I  want  to  know  where  Mr.  Walker 
gets  hia  month.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  scientific  man,  "  he  says 
BO,  and  be  ought  to  know,"  and  we  all  kaow  of  what 
wonders  moiern  science  is  capable,  but  I  must  confess  to 
"  absolute  ignorance  "  as  to  its  power  of  compressing  a 
month  into  two  or  three  weeks.  It  will  not  do  for  Mr. 
Walker  to  say  that  he  was  writing  loosely,  the 
"  Astronomer  Royal  "  never  writes  in  that  way. 

Now  for  my  quotation  from  Mr.'  Halford.  As  the 
persm  who  made  the  quotation,  I  might  be  supposed  to 
kjow  what  I  referred  to ;  but  your  correspondent  knows 
better. 

Here  is  the  whole  matter  in  a  nutshell :  I  siid  that  Mr. 
Halford  spjke  of  Corijca3  as  a  beetle,  giving  the  quotation 
iu  fuU. 

Mr.  Walker  said  ha  did  not. 

I  gave  chapter  and  verse  for  my  assertion. 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  he  wrote  another  book  since.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  Mr.  Walker's  logic  and  fairness  in 
debate,  is  it  not  ? 

Now,  I  selected  this  pissage  from  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing" 
beciuse  it  was  a  singularly  parallel  one  to  my  own  little 
letter,  fo:  he  was  describing  an  autopsy  of  a  trout,  as  I 
had  done.  I  have  already  explained  my  sentiments  on 
such  misplaced  pedantry  as  our  friend  is  guilty  of ;  such 
spurious  science  is  apt  to  become  a  nuisance. 

So  much  for  your  correspondent's  accuracy  and  fairness. 
Now  for  his  other  moral  characteristics.  I  gave  the 
result  of  my  own  experience  with  the  screw.  Mr. 
Walker  comprehensively  assures  me  I  know  nothing 
about  it,  and  refers  me,  with  smug  complacency, 
to    a    compiled    farrago    on    that     creature.  By 

whom  ?    Echo  answers  ;  but,  thele,  I  won't  say  what 

echo  answers.  You  may  guess  for  yourselves.  Modest 
Mr.  Walker  !  You  at  least  need  never  pray  to  be  blessed 
with  a  good  conceit  of  yourself. 

One  point  more,  Mr.  C.  Walker  seems  hurt  that  when 
he  has  made  one  step  forward  and  publishes  that  step 
(whichisamostlovelymixed  metaphor), some  one  is  sure_to 
criticise.  Well,  why  not  ?  And  1  would  point  out  to  him 
that  if  every  bantam  that  laid  an  egg  cackled  over  it,  this 
would  be  a  very  noisy  world  indeed.  In  conclusion,  I 
would  advise  Mr.  Walker  to  read  a  little  book  "  Rod  and 
Line"  (Wheately),  where  he  wiQ  find,  besides  sundry 
moral  axioms  that  will  do  him  good,  a  good  many  "  tips  " 


on  the  exact  imitation  of  sundry  creatures.    But  perhaps 
be  has  seen  the  work  before  ? — Yours,  &o., 

Edinburgh.  T.  Spence. 

[This  correspondence  must  now  cease. — Ed.] 

PERMANGANATE  OF  POTASH  FOR  THE 
AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  read  with  some  interest  the 
correspondence  in  the  F.  O.  on  permanganate  of  potash  as 
a  disinfectant  for  diseased  fish,  and  may  say  for  the  benefit 
of  any  of  your  readers  who,  like  myself,  may  keep  an 
aquarium,  that  I  have  for  more  than  twenty  years  used 
Condy's  Fluid,  placing  from  four  to  six  tablespoonfula 
once  a  week  in  the  water.  It  keeps  the  fish  in  perfect 
health,  and  destroys  any  trace  of  fungus. 

I  have  at  the  present  time  one  of  the  finest  collections  of 
perch  to  be  seen  in  the  kingdom,  five  of  the  fish  weighing 
131b,,  and  all  in  perfect  health  and  condition.  I  have  also 
with  them  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  king  carp,  weighing 
about  31b.  Mr.  Aflalo  recently  said  it  was  the  most 
beautiful  collection  of  perch  he  had  ever  seen. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  show  them  to  any  of  the  readers  of 
the  F.  O.  who  may  be  in  Bournemouth.  —  Yours 
faithfully,  Henry  Newlyn. 

Exeter  Park  Hotel,  Bournemouth. 

TROUT  FLIES  FOR  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Having  read  in  the  Fishi7ig 
Gazette  of  April  2  a  very  interesting  letter  about  fly 
fishing  in  New  Zealand,  from  Mr.  Chudleigh  Gorrick,  I 
thought  it  might  further  interest  you  and  your  readers  to 
hear  that  by  the  next  mail  I  received  from  him  a  good  order 
for  flies.  Many  of  the  patterns  were  very  similar  to  our 
own  English  gnats.  They  were,  of  course,  dressed  for 
wet  fly  fishing.  He  wished  me  to  dress  them  with  the 
upright  double  wings,  for  floating.  He  tells  me  that  he 
has  had  set  up  a  101b.  trout,  and  will  bring  it  home  to  me 
when  he  returns  to  England  in  October  ;  he  caught  it 
with  one  of  my  smallest  Hare's  Ears.  I  shall  be  very  proud 
of  the  fish.  I  feel  quite  anxious  for  October  to  come  round, 
s )  that  I  shall  be  able  to  see  the  fish.  By  the  last  mail  I 
received  another  order,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  real 
flies  that  he  bai  caught  and  most  carefully  packed.  They 
were  very  shrunken  and  dried.  They  are  evidently  very 
like  our  Red  and  Claret  Spinners.  I  am  also  dressing 
some  flies  for  Dr.  Harry  A.  de  Lautour  to  take  with  him 
on  his  return  to  New  Zealand.  He  has  given  me  many 
excellent  patterns  that  he  has  found  very  killing. 
Hoping  that  Mr.  Chudleigh  Gorrick  will  bring  you  the 
32-pounder,— I  am,  dear  Mr.  Marston,  yours  sincerely, 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Richardson, 

P.S. — I  inclose  some  of  the  flies,  both  the  natural  and 
my  imitations. 

[The  natural  flies  are  much  like  our  Iron  Blue, 
Olive  Dun,  and  Red  Spinner,  but  with  longer  wings  it 
seemed  to  us.  Mrs.  Richardson's  imitations  are,  as  usual, 
Al.— Ed.}   . 

THINGS. 

Sir, — ^^A  glance  at  your  beautifully  spotted  rainbow  trout 
in  a  recent  issue  reminded  me  that  I  have  his  converse 
here  at  my  door  in  one  of  my  favourite  hill  lochs.  My 
trout  have  all  their  richness  of  spotted  colouring  helow  the 
lateral  line  instead  of  above  it ;  their  beauty,  in  faet,  like 
that  of  the  wildeiniss  and  solitary  place  of  which  Cowper 
sings,  being  placed  where  no  eye  sees  it. 

In  the  matter  of  jokes,  and  Scotch  appreciation  of  the 
same,  I  should  like  to  give  the  following  ;  Returning 
recently  from  an  outing  with  three  jolly  and  genial  Scots, 
one  of  them  took  occasion  to  remark  that  hs  was  just 
beginning  to  feel  hungry;  in  fact,  ravenously  hungry. 
"I  could  just,"  he  cried,  "eat  aii  ass."  "What  a 
cannibal  you  are,  Sandy!  "  I  promptly  exclaimed;  but, 
alas,  no  band  began  to  play.  I  halted  the  party,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  last  resource  recommended  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, viz.,  a  surgical  operation,  but  all  in  vain. 
They  stoutly  maintained  that  no  joke  or  shadow  6f  a  joke 
was  perceptible  ;  and  so,  to  vindicate  myself,  I  now  appeal 
herewith  to  the  gallery. 

The  most  important  part  of  angling  rules  in  general  is 
their  exceptions,  and  this  consideration  is  not  without  its 
saddening  effect  on  a  man  who  notices  how  much  given 
angling  authorities  sometimes  are  to  write  as  if  their 
subject  were  one  of  the  exact  sciences.  Their  orthodox 
exactitude  is  worthy  of  a  theologian  himself,  and  the  way 
in  which  awkward  facts   are  dealt  with  as  merely 

d          subjective   illusions   of   the    Evil    One  would 

do  honour  to  a  schoolman.  Take  the  "  night 
rise"  for  instance.  I  know  a  good  trout  river 
in  the  north  of  Ireland,  where  during  tte  summer 
months  the  fun  is  fast  and  furious  from  the  time  of 
deepening  gloaming  till  dark  night,  say  for  one  or  two 
hours,  and  a  better  basket  is  often  made  in  that  short 
time  than  a  couple  of  whole  days  will  yield  at  that  season 
even  in  favourable  weather,  though  fish  are  to  be  got 
during  the  day  there,  as  I  very  well  know.  Night  anglers 
for  miles  around  draw  near  to  this  water  as  day  wears  out, 
many  even  coming  by  rail  now  and  then  to  have  a  try  at 
the  night  rise,  and  very  seldom  indeed  does  one  draw 
quite  a  blank.  Now  when  sojourning  in  this  district 
myself,  I  took  the  good  thj  gods  provided  in  silent  thank- 
fulness, and  asked  no  vain  questions  nor  drew  any  rash 
and  hasty  conclusions.  But  I  knew  that  at  home,  at  my 
own  door,  was  another  very  fair  trout  river  of  similar 
character  to  this  one— at  least,  so  far  as  appeai-anoes  went 
—and,  like  it,  having  a  rich  evening  and  night  rise  of  fly 
in  the  close  sunimer  weather.  But,  alas !  no  trout  ever 
rose  there  after  twilight  had  deepened  sufficiently  to 
conceal  his  own  flies  from  the  angler,  and  the  patient 
persistence  of  scores  of  anglers,  season  after  eeasnn, 

[remained  unrewarded  by  a  single  tail.  Now  in  these  two 
cases  the  facts  are  the  conclusions,  and  they  are  obvioutly 
revealed  to  tabes.   But  to  the  wise  and  prudent  they 


remain  hidden,  for  one  of  the  latter,  full  of  his  experience 
of  the  northern  river,  and  contemptuously  indifferent  to  our 
experience  of  the  other  one,  has  expressed  his  determination 
to  leave  it  on  record  that  night  is  the  time  to  ply  the  angler's 
craft  on  Irish  rivers  in  the  summer  season.  Whereas  the 
"  night  rise  "  is  properly  a  mystery,  worthy  of  being  the 
theme  of  some  saintly  legend  of  a  Patrick  or  Columba, 
who  thus  blessed  the  river  that  perhaps  afforded  him  a 
refreshing  draught  when  spent  vrith  exhaustion  in  his 
flight  from  enemies  with  this  special  gift  for  ever.  Fancy 
a  pedant  uttering  general  propositions  on  a  subject  like 
this ! 

Last  summer,  or,  indeed,  it  may  have  been  the  previous 
one,  I  caught  two  fine  Green  Drakes  on  a  trout  stream  ia 
the  Hebrides,  but  whether  this  illustrious  insect  is  so  rare 
in  Scotland  as  to  warrant  my  killing,  this  I  cannot  say. 
Anyway,  I  beheld  the  dear  things  with  mingled  delight 
and  dole,  for  in  an  instant  my  mind  was  far  away,  like 
Byron's  dying  gladiator,  where  my  rude  hut  (and  boat) 
by  the  Danube  (I  mean  the  Shannon)  lay,  and  the  big  fish 
were  about  in  thousands,  as  my  dear  fiiend  Mr.  Hurley 
says. 

"  Is  live  worth  living  ?  "  earnestly  demanded  the  angular 
philosopher,  with  a  dull  and  dangerous  fire  in  his  eye. 
"  Well,  sir,"  slowly  replied  the  man  with  the  pipe  in  his 
mouth,  "  that  largely  depends  upon  the  liver,"  And  now 
behold  the  excellent  "  Pheasant  Tail "  has  pat  this  reply 
into  the  mouth  of  the  hlase  trout,  who  is  asked  by  another 
whether  a  happening  fly  is  worth  the  going  for.  I  confess 
I  am  delighted  with  the  inspiration. 

Last  June— in  fact,  lam  almost  certain  it  was  on  Jubilee 
Day — I  saw  a  splendid  peal  at  Killaloe  just  after  being 
killed.  Three  or  four  queer  looking  parasites,  such  as  1 
had  never  previously  seen,  were  clinging  to  it,  and  the 
fishermen  told  me  they  were  sea  lice.  Their  colour  was 
greyish,  or  approaching  that  of  uncooked  shrimps.  From 
Major  Traherne's  letter  I  gather  sea  lice  are  red.  Of 
course,  I  admit  that,  in  the  case  of  a  demonstratively  loyal 
subject,  the  day  in  question  may  not  have  been  the  most 
judicious  to  select  for  determining  minute  differences  in 
shades  of  colour,  but,  anyway,  grey  I  took  them  to  be. 

One  day,  some  years  ago,  I  was  doing  well  among  the 
trout  on  a  small  stream  some  distance  below  a  woollen 
mill.  Presently  a  film  of  oil  from  above  began  to  over- 
spread the  river,  and  for  more  than  an  hour  not  a  fish 
moved  after.  I  gave  it  up  in  despair,  and  went  home.  I 
hope  this  will  be  some  assistance  to  Mr.  Pearsall.  At  the 
same  time,  I  should  like  to  know  for  certain  why  the  fish 
stopped  rising.  Was  it  the  look  of  the  t'aing  or  the  taste  ? 
If  we  say  it  was  the  former,  how  is  it  trout  will  take  an 
artificial  May  Fly  floating  in  the  centre  of  a  patch  of 
parafiin  ?  And,  if  the  latter,  how  could  they  taste  without 
first  rising  ?  Perhaps  it  was  the  smell,  but  here,  again, 
the  parafiin  comes  in.  I  give  it  up.  If  Mr.  Pearsall, 
however,  could  get  these  steam  launches  to  cover  the 
entire  surface  of  Windermere  with  oil  for  a  week  on  end, 
say,  and  then  induce  all  the  local  anglers  to  thrash  the 
water  with  him  daily  all  the  time, -he  might  be  able  to  tell  us 
something.  This  gentleman's  scarlet  Palmer  seems  to.- 
have  been  the  Soldier  Palmer,  only  slightly  more  so 
perhaps,  and  likely  enough  it  does  not  represent "  anything 
that/j'es-  "—no  Palmer  doesi 

I  wade  much  of  late  years  in  lonely  lochs  and  streams, 
and,  indeed,  could  makd  little  of  it  if  I  did  not.  My 
method  is  primitive,  but  it  serves.  On.  the  lochs  I  lay 
aside  my  shoes  and  stockings,  drag  up  my  knickers  on  the 
thigh  as  high  as  they  can  be  dragged,  slip  on  a  pair  of, 
goloshes  as  a  protection  against  sharp  sand  and  gravel, 
and  there  you  are.  I  discard  the  stockings,  because  the 
moving  is  fio  slow,  and  every  now  and  then  one  will  be 
standing  still  for  several  minutes  at  a  time  in  shallower 
paits,  and  at  such  times  I  do  not  like  to  feel  several  inches 
of  wet  upper  stocking  gradually  drying  on  my  leg.  On 
the  burns  I  do  not  mind  this,  as  the  goingis  suflioiently 
lively,  I  find,  to  keep  up  the  circulation ;  but  Hike  the 
thin  rubber  shoe  in  bothxases,  as  it  ena,bles  one  to  feel  and 
grip  . the  bottom  so  well.  I  have  caught  no  cold,  so  far, 
nor  felt  any  discomfort,  and  if  anyone  chooses  to  say  that 
I  cinnot  cover  much  water  in  this  way,  I  should  just  like 
to  ask  him  what  he  knows  about  the  length  of  my  leg. 
Waders  of  any  kind  I  have  never  used.  I  wear  shoes 
because  I  bike  to  and  from  my  fishing,  and  ths  necessities 
of  the  situation  put  wading  gear  proper  quite  out  of  the 
question. — Yours,  &c,,  MoNA. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  OPEN  ANGLING 
COMPETITION. 
On  Monday,  the  25th,  the  prizes  were  distributed  to  ths 
various  winners.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent, 
some  excellent  songs  being  rendered  by  several  gentlemen. 
On  it  being  announced  that  a  competition  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  would  take  place  in  July,  in  the  Arun,  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  put  their  names  down  for  prizes,  to  add  to 
those  already  in  hand  :  Mr.  J.  Osborne,  Great  Northern 
Brothers  ;  Mr.  C.  Cullingford,  Great  Northern  Brothers  ; 
Mr.  C.  Dennis,  Original  Alexandra;  C.  A.  Metcalf, 
Amicable  Brothers ;  E:  Austin;  C.  A.  Evans,  Green- 
street,  Bethnal-green;  Mr.  Brakes,  Bald  Faced  Stag. 
The  committee  will  meet  on  Friday,  May  13,  when  I  hope 
to  see  all  present.  S.  Malby. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  66,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

14,224.    Wood :  Buoy  for  fishing  purposes. 
10,574.  "  Spring  and  Hallatt :  Trawl  fishing  and  appli- 
ances therefor. 
28,123.   Pearson  and  Wood  :  Trawl  nets. 
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A  NORWEGIAN  CEUISB. 

{Continued  from  page  308.) 

Itself  a  bleak  and  dreary  spot — it  is  the  coldest 
place  in  Norway — the  country  round  Roraas  is  not 
without  attractions  ;  the  air  is  magnificent ;  on 
the  f  jelds  there  is  good  shooting,  and  on  the 
Glommen,  which  flows  past  the  little  mining 
settlement,  heavy  baskets  of  fine  trout  and 
grayling  are  frequently  made  during  the  summer 
months.  At  one  time  there  was  probably  no 
better  district  for  trout  fishing  in  Scandinavia 
than  that  which  lies  parallel  to  Osterdal,  between 
that  great  valley  and  the  Swedish  frontier.  Lying 
out  of  the  beaten  track,  and  containing  innumer- 
able fine  lakes  and  streams,  where  large  fish 
abounded,  it  used  to  be  a  very  paradise  for  the 
angler ;  but,  as  elsewhere  in  Norway,  first  class 
sport  can  now  only  be  obtained  by  camping  out, 
a  mode  of  living  not  without  its  drawbacks  in 
a  climate  where  mosquitoes  are  almost  as 
numerous  as  in  Finmarken.  Galten,  at  the 
southern  end  of  the  Faemund  Sjo  (whose  waters 
ultimately  discharge  by  way  of  the  Klar  Elv  into 
the  Wenern  Lake,  and  thence  via  the  Gota  river 
into  the  Cattegat),  although  by  no  means 
luxurious  in  regard  to  the  accommodation  avail- 
able, is  one  of  the  best  places  to  make  for.  In 
July  and  August  there  is  good  fishing  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood,  and  it  is  conveniently 
situated  for  making  tenting  excursions  amid  the 
wild  and  A'ery  sparsely  inhabited  counti-y  which 
surrounds  it.  Owing  to  the  size  of  the  fish  strong 
tackle  must  be  employed,  and  we  found  small  silver- 


bodied  salmon  flies,  such  as  Doctors  and  Wilkin- 
sons, tied  on  double  hooks,  answer  very  well. 

From  the  upland  waters,  2300ft.  above  sea 
level,  whence  the  mighty  Glommen  flows,  the 
transition  via  the  Guul  Valley  to  the  shores  of 
the  fjord,  where  stands  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
north,  is  easy,  and  what  memories  of  bye-gone 
days  does  that  well-known  hostelry  (then  a  very 
modest  structure,  indeed),  the  Britannia  Hotel,  at 
Trondhjem,  recall  to  the  "  elder  brethren."  When 
sportsmen,  bound  to  the  Stordal,  the  Orkla,  and 
far  distant  Namsen,  used  to  start  in  carriole  from 
the  very  door,  each,  as  he  drove  off,  accompanied 
by  hearty  wishes  for  "  Good  luck ! "  and  again, 
on  their  homeward  way,  for  the  long  journey 
down  Gudbrandsdal  to  the  Mjosen  Lake  and 
Christiania.  Within  an  easy  walk  of  the  present 
palatiaj  building  we  have  shot  capercailzie  and 
blackgame,  and  landed  many  a  salmon ;  while,  as 
illustrating  the  then  capabilities  of  the  river  Nid. 
the  author  of  "  Scandinavian  Adventures  "  states, 
that  "  One  day,  in  three  hours,  the  owner  of  the 
fishing  at  the  Leerfoss,  Mr.  Overstone,  killed  eleven 
good  fish  with  the  fly  ;  and  that  on  another 
occasion  two  Englishmen,  fishing  from  the  same 
boat,  landed  twenty  fish,  two  of  which  were  38Ib. 
apiece,  and  none  under  121b.,  all  with  the  fly." 
Now  steamers  have  superseded  the  carrioles,  the 
Namsen  and  its  sister  streams  can  be  reached  in  a 
few  hours  by  their  means,  and  the  Nid  is  not 
worth  fishing. 

By  the  middle  or  end  of  June,  in  accordance 
with  the  weather  conditions,  the  heaviest  portion 
of  the  "  Vaar  Flom,"  or  spring  flood,  has  run  ofi', 
and  the  rivers  assume  more  moderate  dimensions. 
July  is,  therefore,  the  month  par  excellence  for 
salmon  angling  throughout  Central  and  Northern 
Norway.  It  sometimes  happens,  however,  that 
the  snowfall  on  the  high  f  jelds  is  inadequate,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  the  sport  comes  to  a  premature 
conclusion ;  and  such,  we  regret  to  say,  was  the 
case  the  year  referred  to,  when  our  lot  happened 
to  be  cast  upon  one  of  the  Trondhjem  Fjord 
streams,  which  descend  torrent  wise  from  the 
mountains.  After  a  brilliant  spurt  of  six,  eight, 
and  ten  good  fish  per  diem  for  three  weeks,  the 
season  collapsed,  and  the  prospects  of  rain 
appearing  remote  in  the  highest  degree,  we  con- 
cluded to  make  a  trip  across  the  eastern  borders 
of  the  North  Trondhjem  Amt. 

Opinions  differ  as  to  the  conditions  necessary 
to  constitute  a  really  good  salmon  year  in  Nor- 
way, but  a  heavy  snowfall  in  the  winter,  an 
early  and  mild  spring,  followed  by  a  cold,  wet, 
gusty  summer,  generally  produce  one.  The  first 
of  these  is  of  course  essential;  the  second,  by 
causing  a  tremendous  flood,  at  once  stocks  the 
water  systems  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their 
accessibility  with  fish  ;  and  the  third  produces  a 
state  of  matters  much  more  favourable  to  the 
capture  of  the  latter  than  when  the  sun  shines 
with  aggravating  brilliancy  from  early  morning 
until  late  at  night,  and  when  the  hours  for  angling 
are  still  further  restricted  by  the  constantly 
recurring  evening  mists. 

The  great  Swedish ,  Province  of  Jemptland, 
besides  being  a  good  country  for  shooting,  offers 
a  practically  unlimited  field  for  rod  fishing,  and 
on  many  of  the  innumerable  water-systems  which 
converge  towards  the  great  '  Storsjo"  excellent 
trout  and  grayling  is  to  be  had  in  the  latter  half 
of  July  and  throughout  August.  But,  as  is 
the  caso  in  Norway,  comfortable  quarters,  easy  of 
access,  and  good  sport  are  not  nowadays  easily 
obtainable  in  association,  and  in  order  to  make 
big  baskets  it  is  necessary  to  rough  it  a  bit.  As 
a  rule  the  large  lakes  are  to  be  avoided,  for 
although  they  contain  lots  of  fish,  and  big  ones, 
too,  the  inhabitants  do  not  generally  display 
much  local  angling  knowledge,  and  valuable  time 
is  apt  to  be  wasted  in  acquiring  it. 

A  pair  of  waders  we  found  extremely  useful, 
and  in  one  instance  their  possession  enabled  us 
to  fish  a  splendid  river,  which  was  much  too  rapid 
for  boats,  and  which  was  quite  ungetatable  from 
dry  land  owing  to  the  luxuriance  of  the  forest  on 
its  banks.  In  this  stream,  which  connected  a 
couple  of  considerable  lakes,  the  grayling  were  in 
a  distinct  minority,  the  trout  preponderating 
greatly ;  and  the  deadly  manner  in  which  the 
latter  seized  the  fly  in  the  deep,  swift  rapids  was 
both  astonishing  and  gratifying.  A  few  char 
there  wei'e,  too,  and  every  now  and  again  one 
found  its  way  into  the  creel ;  but  these  were  bad 
risers,  and  singularly  enough,  although  they  were 


handsome,  well  fed  fish,  they  were  poor  eating. 
Before  entering  upon   its  somewhat  headlong 
course,  the  river  flowed  for  some  500  or  600 
yards,  after  leaving  its  parent  lake,  in  deliberate 
fashion  in  a  deep  rocky  channel.     Thither  in 
autumn,  we  were  informed  by  our  guide,  came  the 
huge  trout  from  the  depths  of  the  "  Indsjil "  above, 
and  here,  it  appeared,  a  certain  number- annually 
fell  victims  to  the  "  leisters "  of  the  natives. 
Difficulties  having  arisen  regarding  the  lease  of  a 
tract  of  elk  ground,  and  hearing  that  the  season 
was  likely  to  prove  a  good  one  for  capercailzie 
and  black  game  in  the  south,  we  pi-oceeded — after 
three  weeks  among  the  trout  and  grayling  in 
Jemptland — via  Sundsvall,  Stockholm,  and  the 
"  Wenern,"  on  a  visit    to    the  country  near 
Frederikshald.    Norway's  south-eastern  province 
does  not,  it  must  be  confessed,  offer  any  very 
special  attractions  to  the  sportsman,  although 
within  its  precincts  there  are  innumerable  lakes 
and  streams,  and  although  elk  in  considerable 
numbers,  together  with  capercailzie  and  black- 
game,  inhabit  its  extensive  forests.    As  early  as 
April  salmon  make  their   appearance  in  the 
Idefjord,  and  used  at  one  time  to  frequent  the 
"  Baerby,"  which  discharges  into  that  inlet  in  large 
numbers — as  many  as  a  hundred  have  been  taken 
at  one  haul  of  the  net  from  the  lowest  non-tidal 
pool;  but  the  exigencies  of  the  timber  trade, 
combined  with  cruives  and  nets,  have  greatly 
injured  the  fishing  on  this  pretty  little  frontier 
stream,  and  the  annual  take  is  now  insignificant. 
The  "  Tistedalsely,"  too — a  sister  river — is  from 
similar  causes  in  even  worse  case,  the  salmon, 
formerly  numerous  in  its  lower  reaches,  having 
practically    ceased    to    exist.     Owing   to  the 
abruptness  with  which  the  great  majority  of 
Norwegian    rivers    descend  from  their  native 
mountains,  the  extent  of  water  accessible  to  the 
migratory   Sahnonidse  as  compared  with  their 
entire  length  is  extremely  small — according  to  the 
Government  inspector,  little  more  than  400it 
kilometres.  Of  this  total  the  Tana,  in  Finmarken, 
contributes  more  than  one-sixth ;  the  Glommen, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  largest  river  in  Norway, 
which  discharges  into  the  Christiania  Fjord  the 
water  collected  from  at  least  40,000  square  kilo- 
metres of  country,  not  quite  twenty  kilometres  I 

Notwithstanding  the  number  of  timber  mills  on 
its  banks,  the  quantity  of  refuse  from  these  which 
finds  its  way  into  the  stream,  and  the  masses  of 
clay  brought  down  in  time  of  flood,  all  deleterious, 
no  doubt,  in  their  effects,  it  seems  i-emarkable  that 
the  Glommen,  with  its  enormous  volume  of  water, 
attracts  so  few  salmon.  A  certain  number  ascend 
as  far  as  the  Sarpsfoss,  and  some  are  annually 
killed  with  the  rod  ;  but  there  is  more  excitement 
(pleasurable  or  otherwise,  according  to  the 
temperament  of  the  angler)  than  sport  to  be 
obtained  by  negotiating  the  tremendous  rapids 
below  the  fall,  and  the  game  can  hardly,  as  a  rule, 
be  said  to  be  worth  the  candle. 

It  appears  unlikely,  moreover,  that  this  great 
river  system  will  ever  be  rendered  capable  of 
contributing  materially  to  the  production  of 
salmon,  for  the  results  of  a  pass  at  the  Sarpsfoss 
(twenty-two  metres  high),  completed  in  1876,  were 
CDnsidered  so  unsatisfactory  that  it  was  done 
away  with  six  years  later ;  nor,  in  all  probability, 
would  any  such  undertaking  in  itself  avaU  greatly 
even  if  successful,  for  much  of  the  supervening 
water  is  of  a  lake-like  chai-actei%  and  below 
"Oieren"  (fifty  kilometres  above  the  great  fall) 
there  is  a  whole  series  of  formidable  rapids  which 
would  effectually  prevent  fish  reaching  that  fine 
loch. 

About  "  Sant  Hans "  (June  24)  the  spring 
flood  on  the  Glommen  usually  culminates,  and 
the  Sarpsfoss,  although  not  to  be  compared  in 
height  or  grandeur  of  suiTOundings  to  the 
Thelemarken  falls,  then  presents  a  striking 
spectacle,  owing  to  the  enormous  volume  of  water 
which  pom's  down  the  narrow  rocky  channel,  and 
the  extent  of  the  boiling  rapids  below.  On  the 
occasion  of  our  last  visit,  which,  by  the  way,  was 
not  unconnected  by  the  presence  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  big  jack,  the  conditions  were 
wintry  in  the  extreme.  Under  the  influence  of 
40-  of  frost,  snow  of  a  dust-like  consistency 
covered  the  entu-e  landscape ;  amid  rocks  and 
boulders  sheeted  thick  with  ice,  the  bright  green 
torrent  foamed,  the  spray  therefrom  falling  in 
frozen  particles  upon  the  banks,  where  it  formed 
an  interlacement  as  of  spun  glass;  icicles 
'  depended  from  evei-y  overhanging  ledge ;  and  on 
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the  smooth  water  above  the  foss  skating  was  in 
full  swing. 

Coarse  fish  abound  in  nearly  all  the  water- 
systems  of  this  part  of  Norway,  and  trout  are 
therefore  in  a  distinct  minority ;  but  fair  baskets 
of  the  latter  may  be  made  in  spring  and  summer 
among  the  numerous  lochs  and  tarns  that  stud 
the  forest  country  along  the  Swedish  border,  in  a 
few  of  which  neither  pike,  perch,  bream,  nor  chub 
exist.  In  one  of  these  (the  exact  locality  of  which 
it  is  perhaps  hardly  necessary  to  describe),  a  sheet 
of  watei-,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  circumference, 
we  have  frequently  had  excellent  sport  with  the 
fly,  the  fish  on  each  occasion  invariably  averaging 
at  least  21b.  apiece,  and  that,  too,  without 
throwing  any  back. 

As  soon  as  the  ice  disappears  in  April,  the 
trout  m  these  woodland  lakes  begin  to  take,  and 
although  at  first,  of  course,  they  are  not  in  the 
height  of  condition,  it  is  astonishing  how  quickly 
they  come  to  be  so.  By  trolling  from  a  boat 
between  the  drifts  on  the  larger  lochs,  the  average 
weight  of  the  individual  fish  for  the  day  can 
generally  be  materially  raised,  and  the  best  lure 
for  this  purpose  is  undoubtedly  a  small  perch 
mounted  on  an  Archer  or  other  spinner ;  Silver 
Phantoms,  too,  are  fairly  good. 

This,  however,  is  not  the  only  kind  of  rod 
fishing  to  be  had  in  southern  Norway  during  the 
month  of  April.  On  the  departure  of  the  ice 
trolling  for  heavy  trout  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
great  Mjosen  lake  is  often  successful,  and  good 
baskets  of  sea  trout  may  be  secured  by  spinning 
with  salted  '-bristling"  (sprats)  in  some  of  the 
bays  and  inlets  of  the  Christiana  Fjord. 

RUGDE. 


THE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OP  SPORT. 

With  Part  XV.  of  this  sumptuous  work  the 
editors  and  publishers  send  the  following  note : 

"It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  editors  and 
publishers  have  to  record  the  death  of  the  chief 
editor  of  this  work,  the  late  Earl  of  Suffolk  and 
Berkshire.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in  every 
detail  of  general  management,  and  each  page 
testifies  to  his  editorial  care.  It  was  with  no 
little  gratification  that  he  saw  the  work  grow 
under  his  hands  and  meet  with  universal  appre- 
ciation. At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  finished 
his  part  in  the  undertaking,  but  contributors  and 
readers  alike  will  deplore  that  he  was  denied  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  results  of  his  labour  in 
their  completed  form. 

/'An  article  by  the  late  earl  on  'Shooting' 
will  appear  in  the  next  Part." 

"^F*^  ,°?^tains  some  notes  on  salmon  and 
sea  trout  fishing.  The  illustration  of  the  salmon 
is  one  of  the  best  of  the  fish.  Three  pictures  are 
given  from  instantaneous  photographs  of  an 
angler  sea  trout  fishing.    Each  picture  is  entitled 

Taking  the  Salmon,"  but  the  angler  is  shown 
with  a  single-handed  fly  rod,  a  north  country 
wood  creel  on  his  back,  and  a  trout  landing  net, 
so  It  is  quite  evident  he  is  not  "  taking  the 
salmon.  ° 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell 
writes  against  the  use  of  the  prawn  on  salmon  fly 

_  The  use  of  any  lure  but  the  fly  on  any  fly  water 
is  a  thing  every  fly  fisher  should  set  his  face 
against  if  he  loves  his  sport  and  wishes  to  see  its 
nign  character  kept  up. 

Dr.  Patterson  deals  with  the  natural  history  of 
the  salmon.  The  question  whether  the  salmon  is 
a  sea  fish  or  a  fresh-water  fish  is  dealt  with,  and 
he  quotes  Agassiz,  Buckland,  Day,  and  Smitt  as 
among  the  most  profound  thinkers  of  the  century 
who  think  the  salmon  is  a  sea  fisb.  It  is  a  question 
which  the  profoundest  thinkers  may  settle  among 
themse  ves  if  they  can,  but  if  the  salmon  wal 
originally  a  salt-water  fish  spawning  in  salt  water, 
why  should  he  come  into  fresh  water  to  spawn 
and  when  did  he  begin  to  do  so  P  It  must  be 
remembered  that  while  the  most  important  acts 
m  the  salmon  s  life-viz  ,  its  propagation  and 
reproduction-have  taken  place  in  fresh  water  only 
1  I  ?f  ^^""I"  knowledge  goes,  it  has  been 
proved  by  Dr.  Day's  experiments  that  it  is  not 
necessaiy  for  him  to  go  to  the  sea  every  year. 

We    think    Dr.   Patterson  should  give  his 
authority  for  such  a  statement  as  this : 
^KcJ     general  impression  amongst  competent 
observers  is  that  salmon  reproduce  their  young 


every  alternate  year,  and  that  many  rivers  con- 
tain non-gravid  fish  all  the  year  round." 

We  shall  wait  for  something  much  stronger 
than  any  "  general  impression  "  before  we  believe 
that  the  eggs  of  salmon  take  two  years  to  mature. 


strictly  preserved  last  winter  and  this ;  and  I  have 
a  very  fine  trout,  101b.  weight,  in  my  hall  which 
was  caught  there.  Mounterown  River,  one  and  a 
half  miles,  is  excellent  for  Lough  trout;  and 
many  a  good  basket  comes  in  from  it,  especially 


Leenane  Hotel,  Killary  Bay,  Galway. 


LEENANE  HOTEL,  KILLARY  BAY, 
GALWAY. 

This  hotel  is  reached  from  Maam  Cross  and 
Westport  Stations,  and  is  a  delightful  centre  for 
those  who  like  to  take  their  holiday  near  fresh 


in  big  floods.  It  is  free  fishing,  and  best  in  July 
August,  and  September.  May  and  June  are  fair 
months  if  we  have  floods  to  let  the  fish  up.  Two 
lakes  on  road  to  Kylemore,  fine  brown  trout  fish- 
ing; and  a  small  river,  quarter  mile,  brown  trout 
fishing— all  free.  I  have  permission  from  Captain 
Thomson  to  send  visitors  to  Loughs  Fee  and 


Aasleagh  Fall  and  Dkvii.'s  Mother  near  Killary  Bat,  Galway. 


and  salt  water.  Last  season  Mr.  McKeown,  the 
proprietor,  had  the  famous  Errift'  River,  but  we 
are  not  sure  if  he  has  it  this  season  ;  he  had  not 
when  we  heard  from  him  last.  Writing  of  the 
lishing  generally,  he  says :  "  Lough  Nafooey  is 
within  seven  miles,  and  this  is  the  nearest  hotel 
to  it.  It  IS  very  good  for  pike,  but  not  much  for 
trout  fishing— any  you  get  are  large.     It  W3S 


Muck  during  June,  where  good  white  trout  and 
salmon  fishing  can  be  had  free." 

There  is  very  good  sea  fishing,  and,  take  it  all 
round,  few  more  pleasant  spots  could  be  found 
for  spending  a  holiday  in. 

We  give  a  picture  of  Mr.  McKeowns  hotel, 
and  also  a  fine  view  of  the  Aasleagh  Fall  and 
Devil's  Mother  in  the  same  district. 
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TROUT  FLY  DRESSING. 

(Continued  from  page  257.) 

Article  No.  14.— HOW  TO  DRESS  A  DRY- 
FLY. 
Method  No.  2. 
Commence  at  the  end  of  the  shank,  winding 
six  or  seven  turns  towards  the  left. 


Fig.  59. 

Take  wings  between  the  left  forefinger  and 
thumb,  but  with  the  tips,  instead  of  the  stumps, 
pointing  in  the  same  direction  as  the  forefinger. 
Hold  wings  in  position  illustrated  in  Fig.  59,  and 
tie  in  by  a  few  turns  towards  the  left.  Fasten 
Bilk  in  clip,  and  cut  away  stumps  slantwise 
(Fig.  60). 


rig.  CO. 

Contimie  as  usual  till  body  is  formed  and 
secured  behind  wings.  Tie  in  hackle,  and  finish 
exactly  as  in  method  No.  1  (dry-fly). 

By  the  method  just  described  a  fly  of  form  C 
(Fig.  54)  is  produced. 

To  Dress  a  Drt-Fly  with  Two  Hackles. 

When  in  any  of  the  dry-fly  processes  described 
the  stage  at  which  the  hackle  is  tied  in  is  reached, 
wind  a  couple  of  turns  towards  the  left,  close 
behind  the  wings. 


Fig.  61. — The  iaeide  of  this  hackle  faces  the  operator. 

Then  tie  in  the  "  fore  "  hackle  in  the  position 
shown  (Fig.  61),  with  two  more  turns  towards 
the  left ;  and  next,  the  hinder  hackle,  in  the 
usual  position,  with  another  two  turns  in  the 
same  direction  (Fig.  62). 


the  strained  length  of  tyiug  silk,  as  usual.  Fasten 
off  hinder  hackle  with  two  turns  towards  the  right. 
Fasten  silk  in  clip,  and  cut  away  waste  point  of 
hackle  just  wound. 


Fig.  62. 

Wind  the  hinder  hackle  three  or  four  turns 
towards  the  right,  alternately  before  and  behind 


Fig.  63. 

Now  wind  "fore"  hackle  one  or  two  turns 
towards  the  right,  alternately  hehind  and  before 
silk.  Then  bring  hackle,  as  before,  forward  and 
backwards  between  the  wings,  and  finish  as 
usual. 

The  bringing  of  the  hackle  of  a  dry-fly  forward 
and  backwards  between  the  wings  is,  so  far  as  1 
•know,  a  method  of  my  own.  I  find  that  it 
effectually  checks  the  tendency  of  the  split  wings 
to  close  up  together  when  wet  or  in  any  way  com- 
pressed. 

If  it  be  preferred,  the  hackle  (or  "fore" 
hackle  when  two  are  used)  of  a  dry-fly  may  be 
wound  and  secured  in  precisely  the  same  manner 
as  are  the  hackles  of  wet-flies,  and  the  wings  split 
afterwards. 

The  bringing  of  the  hackle  alternately  before 
and  behind  the  strained  length  of  tying  silk,  and 
thus  interlocJcing  the  stem  of  the  hackle  and  the 
tying  silk,  is  also  a  method  of  my  own  invention. 

How  to  Dress  a  Downwing  Dry-Flt. 

Commence  as  in  method  No.  1  (dry-fly),  but 
leave  more  of  the  end  of  the  shank  bare  than 
when  dressing  upwings.  Form  body,  and  tie  in 
wings  as  usual.  Clip  stumps.  Wind  to  end  of 
shank  and  back  again  till  within  two  turns  of  the 
roots  of  the  wings.  Tie  in  hackle  (root  pointing 
half-right)  with  two  turns  towards  the  left  in 
front  of  the  wings  and  one  turn  behind  them 
Split  the  wings,  and  bring  the  first  turn  of  the 
hackle  forward  between  them  and  in  front  of 
strained  length  of  tying  silk ;  the  second  turn 
back  between  them  again,  and,  of  course,  also  in 
front  of  the  silk  ;  and  the  third  behind  strained 
silk  and  forward  between  the  wings. 

Wind  the  next  two  or  three  turns  all  towards 
the  right  in  front  of  the  wings,  and  alternately 
before  and  behind  tying  silk.  Fasten  off  hackle 
and  finish  as  usual. 

How  TO  Dress  a  Dry-Fly  Buzz. 

Commence  at  shoulder  and  wind  towards  the 
left  to  bend.  Continue  till  body  is  wound  and 
secured.  Tie  in  hackle  (root  pointing  half-right) 
on  the  under  side  of  the  shank,  with  three  turns 
towards  the  left.  Wind  hackle  as  usual  some 
half  dozen  turns,  stroking  the  fibres  into  position 
when  needful.  Fasten  off  and  clip  point  of 
hackle,  and  wind  to  end  of  shank.  Wind  back  to 
roots  of  hackle  fibres.  Form  whip  finish,  and 
complete  as  usual. 

To  Dress  a  Dry-Fly  Hackled  over  the 
Body. 

This  type  of  fly  differs  from  an  ordinary  dry- 
fly  only  in  having  a  body  hackle,  which  is  added 
as  part  of  the  body  material,  after  the  manner 
described  in  this  chapter  on  wet-fly  dressing. 

How  to  Dress  a  Detached  Bodied 
Dry-Fly. 

The  advantage  of  detached  bodied  flies  has  long 
been  a  moot  point  among  fly  fishers.  The 
majority  of  those  who  object  to  them  content 
themselves,  perhaps  wisely,  with  the  simple 
statement  of  their  objection,  occasionally,  it  may 
be,  backing  their  remarks  by  saying  that  they 
themselves  have  tried  these  flies  without  success. 


I  should  be  the  last  to  deny  the  satisfactory 
nature  of  this  argument  if  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  trials  are,  as  a  imle,  most  desultory ;  accorded, 
perhaps,  under  unfavourable  conditions — "when 
things  are  slack,"  as  the  saying  is — and  not  so 
much  to  make  a  test  as  to  excuse  a  condemnation. 
At  any  rate,  in  the  face  of  the  success  of  Mr. 
Halford  and  others  with  detached  bodied  flies,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  those  who  urge  the  useless- 
ness  of  these  lures  have  the  honours  of  the 
experimental  argument  all  on  their  own  side. 

Inviting  theoretical  criticisms,  we  are  told  that 
the  stiffness  of  a  detached  body  made  on  a 
foundation  of  bristle  or  gut  at  once  betrays  its 
delusive  character  to  the  fish.  But  until  we  are 
enabled  to  dispense  with  a  hook  of  tempered  steel 
as  an  essential  portion  of  our  fly,  it  would  seem 
that  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  press  this 
objection  very  far. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  flies  of  which  I  am  about 
to  describe  the  method  of  manufacture  have 
bodies  as  soft  and  flexible  as  those  of  the  natural 
insect,  and  are  in  another  particular,  already 
indicated,*  so  different  from  other  detached  bodied 
flies  as  to  entitle  them,  according  to  their 
advocate's  opinion,  to  a  separate  trial  before  the. 
general  sentence  is  passed  upon  them. 

It  will  at  least  be  granted  that  they  can  be 
much  more  easily  and  rapidly  made  than  those 
which  are  at  present  more  in  vogue. 

Fix  a  fine  needle — the  finer  the  better,  so  as  it 
be  strong  enough — horizontally  in  the  vice,  the 
point  of  the  needle  towards  the  right. 

Cut  a  small  wedge-shaped  piece  of  cork  with  a 
slit  made  transversely  across  the  sharp  edge.  A 
small  notch  may  also  be  cut  to  form,  as  it  were, 
an  estuary  of  the  slit,  and  thus  clearly  indicate 
the  latter's  position.  Take  the  fibres  to  imitate 
the  whisks  of  the  fly,  and  pull  them  carefully 
into  the  slit  (Fig.  64  )• 


Fig.  64. 

Then  set  the  wedge  astride  the  needle  in  the 
position  shown  in  Fig.  65. 


Fig.  65. 

Take  a  finely  cut  strip  of  piire  unvulcanised 
indiarubber,  and,  having  moistened  the  forefinger 
with  turpentine,  roll  the  strip  (pressing  lightly) 
between  forefinger  and  thumb  till  it  begins  to 
feel  "  tacky,"  which  it  does  almost  immediately. 
Stretch  it  out  slowly,  extending  it  till  some  five  or 
six  times  its  original  length. 

Take  one  end  of  the  strip  in  either  hand,  and 
stretch  it  across  the  needle  and  over  the  root 
ends  of  the  fibres.  Wind  towards  the  left  with 
the  right  hand,  easing  the  tension  of  the  india- 
rubber  as  the  winding  proceeds,  so  as  to  taper 
the  body. 


Fig.  66. 

Remove  the  wedge  of  cork  from  the  needle, 
and  then  the  indiarubber  body,  by  pn^^liiiKj  it 
off  with  the  nails  of  the  left  forefinger  and  thumb. 
The  body  will  in  a  few  minutes  be,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  a  solid  piece  of  rubber — soft, 
flexible,  transparent,  and  durable. 

Remove  the  needle  from  the  vice,  and  fix  in  the 
latter  an  eyed  hook  of  the  proper  size. 

Wax  a  length  of  tying  silk,  and,  commencing  at. 

*  Vide  E,  Fig.  54  (page  256),  and  accompanying  text. 
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a  point  close  to  the  bend,  wind  about  half  a  dozen 
turns  towards  the  left. 


Fig.  (ir. 

Hold  the  indiarubber  body  just  made  in  the 
position  shown  in  Fig.  67,  and  tie  it  in  firmly,  but 
not  too  tightly,  with  a  few  turns  towards  the 
right.    Fasten  silk  in  clip. 


Pig.  68. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Athenian, 


and  which  we  cross  on  what  is  known  as  a  rope- 
ferry — a  rope  stretched  across  the  river,  on  which 
runs  a  pulley  attached  to  another  rope  made  fast 
to  the  boat.  The  force  of  the  current,  with  a 
little  guidance  from  the  "  bold  fen-yman,"  is  all 
that  is  required  to  land  us  on  the  opposite  shore, 
up  which  our  horses  canter,  and  we  are  bowling 
along  at  a  lively  pace  toward  Andover.  Oar  mail 
bags  grow  leaner  as  we  pass  them  out  from  under 
the  boot.  The  deacon  ha,s  talked  himself  out, 
and  with  an  occasional  "  Keep  there ! "  "  Whoa, 
Sail !  "  we  hear  but  little  from  him.  The  Madam 
leans  rather  heavily  upon  my  right  shoulder,  as 
if  her  joiu-ney,  Rumford  eloquence,  or  catering 
had  been  too  much  for  her.  Charlie  thinks  his 
creature  comfort  demands  his  winter  overcoat. 
The  patriach  of  the  flock  lights  his  pipe,  and, 
failing  to  arouse  any  enthusiasm  over  what  a 
charming  sunset  there  might  have  been  under 
certain  contingencies,  sinks  into  a  brown  study, 
cogitating  what  flies  he  will  use  for  his  first  cast. 
Darkness  settles  down  upon  us,  and  the  sparkle 
of  thousands  of  fireflies  seem  but  the  reflection 
of  the  twinkling  stars.  • 

"  Only  one  mile  more,"  from  the  deacon,  rouses 
us  from  our  meditation  ;  and  as  the  village  bell 
rings  out  the  hour  of  nine,  we  whirl  up  to  the  door 
of  the  Andover  House. 

I  don't  suppose  that  Uncle  John  Merrill,  our 
landlord,  will  ever  forget,  or  cease  to  remind  me, 
how  resignedly  my  wife  fell  into  his  arms  that 
night  _  as  she  descended  from  her  lofty  perch. 
Charlie  and  myself  had  no  such  kindly  reception, 
but  were  made  very  welcome,  and  were  soon  on 
nearly  as  intimate  terms  with  our  good-natured 
host,  who  had  been  apprised  of  our  coming,  and 
whose  best  chambers  had  been  swept  and 
garnished  for  our  arrival.  A  short  talk  over  our 
prospects  at  the  lake,  and  we  were  ready  to  test 
John's  mattresses. 
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FLY  FISHING  IN  MAINE  LAKES. 

(Conthrued  from  page  309.) 

By  Charles  W.  Stevens. 

We  soon  found  our  driver  to  be  a  lively  and 
ccftnmunicative  chap,  as  they  usually  are  ;  and 
before  we  had  proceeded  many  miles  he  had  sifted 
us  down  pretty  well,  and  given  us  a  very  good 
history  of  himself,  family,  and  horses. 

One  of  us  observed  that  the  leaders  didn't 
appear  to  be  quite  weU  matched. 

"  WeU  matched !  Gentlemen,  there  never  was 
a  pair  of  better  matched  horses  than  them  air 
leaders.  You  see,  the  off  one  wants  to  do  all  the 
work,  and  the  nigh  one  is  perfectly  willing  he 
should." 

That  wasn't  bad,  and  we  gave  it  the  laugh  it 
deserved.  The  next  year  I  got  the  witticism 
without  any  suggestion  on  my  part,  and  didn't 
laugh  quite  so  loud.  I  have  heard  it  seven  times, 
and  the  worthy  deacon  seems  to  enjoy  his  little 
joke  more  and  more.  I  can  see  him  now,  gather- 
•  ing  himself  up  and  giving  the  "  nigh  one  "  a  little 
tingler  on  the  left  ear,  as  introductory. 

Well,  here  we  are  at  Rumford,  ten  miles  from 
Bryant's  Pond,  and  as  many  more  to  Andover, 
where  we  are  to  spend  the  night,  an^  make  our 
preparation  for  departure  to  the  lakes.  The 
driver  informs  us  that  we  sup  here.  The  land- 
lord looks  inviting,  and  the  table  more  so.  We  do 
full  justice  to  the  meal ;  but  "  six  boiled  eggs," 
Master  Charles,  I  will  never  confess  to.  We  have 
disputed  that  point  many  times.  I  acknowledge 
four,  but  "  six  " — excuse  me.  ° 

"Beg  your  pardon,  madam,"  said  a  lady  to 
Mrs.  S.,  as  she  was  leaving  the  parlour  for  her 
oiitside  seat,  "  do  you  remain  with  us  ?  "  My 
wife  remarked  that  our  journey  lay  further  on 
behind  the  hills. 

"Ob,  I  am  so  sorry!  This  is  such  a  lovely 
spot ;  so  romantic !  Such  a  superabundance  of 
beauty,  it  would  seem  as  if  Nature  had  thrown 
everythmg  into  wild  confusion."  Fortunately 
before  we  had  quite  digested  this  burst  of 
eloquence,  the  cry  of  "  Stage  ready  "  prevented 
our  bemg  obliged  to  extend  the  conversation  ;  but 
as  we  whirled  away  from  the  door  I  launched  at 
her,  from  my  lofty  pinnacle,  a  few  harmless,  dis- 
connected adjectives,  just  to  show  her  we  knew 
how  it  was  done. 

A  short  ride  brings  us  to  the  banks  of  the 
Androscoggin,  dividing  the  village  of  Eumford, 


On  the  Lake. 
When  you  have  reached  a  quiet  country  village 
late  at  night,  after  a  long  day's  journey,  refresh- 
ingly tired,  have  you  not  thought  how  you  would 
sleep  long  into  the  morning  ? 

And  when  the  early  morning  came,  did  you  not 
find  yourself  sadly  disappointed?     Talk  about 
the  country  stillness !    Generally  speaking,  that's 
all  moonshine — you  hear  plenty  of  noises.  The 
"  early  village  cock  "  is  the  first  to  give  token  of 
the  morn  ;  then  some  noble  Newfoundland,  or  cur 
of  low  degree,  launches  his  baric  on  the  sea  of 
time's  new  day ;  and  you  wish,  just  for  that  brief 
interval  between  trying  to  get  a  morning  nap  and 
finally  giving  it  up,  that  you  were  back  again  to 
your  own  bed  and  listening  to  the  accustomed 
sounds  which  you  do  not  hear.    However,  when 
you  do  become  fully  aroused,  shake  off  the  bed- 
clothes, and  put  your  head  out  of  the  window, 
and  get  a  sight  of  the  far-off  hills,  and  one  good 
wholesome  country  smell,  all  animosity. is  fled; 
you  forgive  both  fowl  and  beast  for  early  rising, 
and  you  sit  there  in  the  cool  of  the  morning — or 
I  often  have — drinking  in  the  glories  of  the 
budding  morn.     Oh,  isn't  it  delicious?  One 
doesn't  need  to  pour  exhilaration  down  his  throat 
to  give  him  an  appetite  for  breakfast :  it  is  drank 
in  through  the  other  senses,  and  sends  a  thrill  of 
pleasm-e  over  the  whole  body.    And  when  we  aU 
sib  f  r  jund  John's  neatly  spread  table,  and  taste  he 
fresh  eggs  and  the  dainty  trout,  we  begin  to  feel 
already  a  newer  life  and  a  more  voracious  appetite. 

'•It  does  me  good  to  see  you  take  hold,"  said 
John,  as  he  bustled  about  the  table,  his  grey  hair 
and  long  beard  glistening  in  the  morning  sun. 
"  But,  bless  your  souls  !  this  is  nothing  to  what 
you  will  be  able  to  do  when  you  get  back.  And 
now  hurry  up,  and  get  ready  for  a  start;  the 
buckboard  will  be  at  the  door  in  half  an  horn-." 

If  your  friend,  who  interviewed  us  on  the  cars, 
could  have  seen  us  as  we  were  ready  for  depar- 
ture, he  could  scarcely  have  recognised  us,  "  them 
clothes  "  having  been  laid  aside  for  the  fisherman's 
garb.  My  wife  never  looked  lietter  in  my  eyes 
than  she  did  when  about  to  mount  the  buckboard : 
a  bloomer  suit,  made  of  dark  waterproof,  good 
stout  boots,  buck  gloves  with  armlets  reaching  to 
and  well  secured  at  the  elbow,  a  gentleman's  felt 
hat,  and  white  tarlatan  veil  fastened  to  the  band, 
completely  encircling  the  head,  and  secured  by 
an  elastic  to  the  collar  of  the  dress,  thus  affording 
an  effectual  barrier  to  the  .flies  and  mosquitoes 
that  awaited  our  coming  and  were  thirsting  for 
city  blood. 

{To  be  continiied.) 


Up  to  the  time  of  the  dissolution   of  the 
monasteries,  the  salmon  fishery  of  the  Yorkshire 
(Whitby)  Esk,  from  Whitby  piers  to  Sleights 
Bridge,  belonged  to  Whitby  Abbey.    This  length 
of  netting  right  is  about  two  miles,  and  there 
were  also  three  hecks  or  salmon  traps  on  the  weir 
at  Ruswarp  Mill,  which  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
tidal  water.  These  rights,  along  with  the  Whitby 
Abbey  property,  and  the  rights  of  the  Manor  of 
Whitby,  are   now  the  property  of  Sir  Chas. 
Strickland,  Bart.,  of  Boynton  and  Hildenley. 
The  hecks  and  netting  combined  were  worked  by 
the  tenants  of  the  mill  at  Ruswarp  up  to  the 
passing  of  the  1861  Salmon  Act,  when  the  hecks 
became  illegal,  as  did  several  fishing  mill  dams  on 
the  river,  and  have  never  since  been  used.  The 
netting  was  continued  by  a  man  employed  by  Sir 
Charles  until  1894,  since  when  it  has  been  leased 
by  the  Esk  Fishery  Association.    Whether  this 
river  had  ever  contained  salmon  (S..salar),  which 
had  been  crushed  out  of  existence  by  the  over- 
netting,  hecks,  fishing  mill  dams,  &c.,  the  writer 
is  unable  to  say.  The  establishing,  or  re-establish- 
mg,  salmon  in  the  river  was  the  result  of  an  offer 
by  the  late  Col.  Flamstead,  of  Whitby,  of  a  sum 
of  £20  a  year  for  a  period  of  three  years  for  the 
introduction  and  hatching  of  salmon  ova,  the 
river,  up  to  the  passing  of  the  Salmon  Act  of 
1861,  having,  so  far  as  is  within  my  knowledge, 
only  contained  bull  trout  (8.  eroix)  and  salmon 
trout  (S.  trutta).    Salmon  ova  were  obtained  first 
from  the  Tees,  and  hatched  in  a  small  hatchery 
near  Glaisdale  Station  by  Mr.  James  Brockett, 
who  was  at  that  time  water  bailiff  to  the  Esk 
Fishery  Association,  and  later  to  the  subsequently 
formed  board  of  conservators.     This  hatching 
was  continued  from  Tees  ova,  and  also  one  lot 
from  the  Ribble,  which  rises  in  the  north-west 
corner  of  Yorkshire.    Considerable  numbers  of 
grilse  and  a  few  salmon  began  to  show  up,  and  large 
salmon,  late  in  the  year,  were  continually  getting 
blocked  below  the  dam  at  Ruswarp,  and  under  the 
mill  wheel,  where  many  got  knocked  on  the  head 
and  killed.  This  dam  is  at  the  foot  of  the  river,  and 
head  of  the  tidal  water.    It  became  necessary  to 
net  these  large  blocked  fish,  and  put  them  over  the 
dam  to  save  them  from  being  killed  by  the  mill 
wheel.    Many  of  these  fish  were  found  to  be  so 
heavy  in  spawn  that  they  could  not  travel  far,  and 
others  were  quite  ripe,  and  needed  to  be  spawned 
at  once.    Therefore  a  quantity  of  ova  was  taken 
every  year  for  several  years  from  these  fish, 
generally  about  the  end  of  December  or  first  week 
in  January,  and  hatched  out  by  Mr.  James 
Brockett,  and  later  by  his  son  Henry.    A  new 
and  larger  hatching  house  was  put  down  at 
Grosmont,  and  most  years  filled  with  ova  from 
these  blocked  fish. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  writer  an  attempt  was 
made  by  the  Board  of  Conservators  to  get  ova 
from   the  Thurso ;  this  with  a  view  to  get  a 
breed  of  fish  that  would  have  the  habit  of 
running  into  the  river  at  an  earlier  period  in  the 
season.    The  attempt  was  unsuccessful  that  year. 
However,  in  1890  a  fine  lot  of  ova  was  got  from 
large  Tweed  fish;  the  Grosmont  hatchery  was 
filled,  and  the  remainder,  about  20,000,  hatched 
by  myself.    These  ova  were  taken  by  the  late  Mr. 
Donaldson  (the  then  Tweed  Inspector)  from  fish 
of  301b.  to  331b.  weight,  netted  just  below  Kelso 
Bridge.    Two  years  later  a  nice  lot  of  ova  was 
got  from  the  Thurso,  and  hatched  at  Grosmont. 
These  ova  were  spawned  by  Mr.  Stratton  (the 
manager)  on  the  Thurso.    The  same  year  I  had 
in  my  own  hatching  house  several  experimental 
lots,  and,  a  year  later,  the  resulting  fry  were 
placed  in  the  Esk  and  tributaries.  During  the  rod 
season  of  1896  a  good  many  salmon,  of  241b.  or 
thereabouts,  were  taken  by  rod  well  up  the  river, 
about  Glaisdale,  and  as  201b.  was  the  outside 
weight  in  any  previous  year,  there  is  little  doubt 
but  that  the  Tweed  fish  were  making  their  mark. 
They  would  then  be  five  years  old. 

That  the  management  of  the  river  and  district 
under  the  Board  of  Conservators  has  been  a  great 
success  is  due  to  their  having  carried  out  one 
continuous  line  of  action  throughout :  Help  the 
Jish  up  or  down,  as  the  case  may  need.  Save  and 
hatch  all  ova  that  is  lihelij  to  be  lost  or  wasted  by 
being  laid  in  deep  water.  Get  fresh  blood,  with  a 
view  to  increased  size  and  weight,  and  earlier 
running  habits. 
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These  points  have  never  been  lost  sight  of.  Up 
to  about  1884  or  188-5,  only  shallow  sea  trout  nete 
— lin.  to  iiin.  mesh,  and  I'ft.  or  10ft.  deep — were 
used  on  the  sea  coast.  These  hang  nets  were 
fished  close  in  to  the  breakers,  consequently  when  | 
any  rough  sea  was  on  could  not  be  used.  About  i 
188-5  some  cobbles  came  over  from  Hartlepool ; 
the  owners  took  licences,  and  fished  that  season 
out  in  deeper  water,  with  much  deeper  nets  and 
bigger  mesh — oiin.  to  Bin.  mesh.  These  men 
caught  big  salmon,  and  could  fish  many  days, 
when  the  natives  were  unable  to  fish  with  the 
inshore,  smaller  sea  trout  nets,  by  reason  of  too 
much  sea  on.  Many  of  the  Whitby  and  district 
men  now  keep  and  use  both  deep  and  shallow 
nets.  Every  year  a  great  many  fish  netted  in  the 
district  do  not  appear  in  the  returns  for  the 
Whitby  Esk,  but  get  into  those  for  other  boards, 
north  and  south.  Thus,  in  August,  1894,  two 
Robin  Hood's  Bay  cobbles,  having  a  good  catch, 
and  taking  some  of  their  neighbours'  catches, 
wind  being  favourable,  ran  for  Scarborough,  and 
there  landed  and  sold  300  fish,  mostly  sea  trout, 
because  they  thought  they  would  get  a  better 
price  there.  These  fish  would  go  into  the  returns 
to  the  credit  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board's 
district,  although  killed  in  the  Esk  district.  So 
that  the  returns  published  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  inspectors  of  fisheiies  are  hardly  correct.  As 
to  the  money  value  of  the  river  fisheries,  it  has 
gone  up  by  leaps  and  bounds.    Much  that  was  in  i 


left,  running  much  later,  proving  that  the  earliest 
and  most  valuable  fish  have  been  badly  reduced 
by  over-netting  at  and  about  the  mouth  of  the 
tidal  water.  The  Tees  has  long  suffered  from  a 
I  bad  block  at  Dinsdale  Dam,  now  happily  removed, 
\  the  board  having  purchased  it  under  compulsory 
powers  provided  by  the  Salmon  Acts.  Many 
millions  of  ova  must  have  been  laid  in  deep  and 
unsuitable  water  there  during  past  years,  to  the 
great  loss  of  the  district  generally.  In  the  York- 
shire district  the  net  licence  revenue  has  dropped 
from  al>out  £300  a  year  to  £100  a  year,  and  the 
catch  by  rods  to  nil.  Fish  get  blocked  more  or 
less  every  year  at  Linton-on-Ouse,  eight  miles 
above  York,  and  at  the  dams  on  the  Derwent. 
Of  these  there  are  four,  and  fish  rarely  get  over 
the  top  one  before  they  are  held  back  by  the  river 
falling.  No  attempt  has  ever  been  made  in  this 
district  to  save  and  incubate  any  of  the  many 
millions  of  ova  which  has,  perforce,  been  laid  in 
deep  water.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Trent 
district  in  those  years  when  salmon  were  plentiful 
at  King's  Mill,  and  blocked  there.       J.  W.  W. 
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Our  illustration,   although   a  capital  repro- 
duction, feebly  conveys  the  grand  sight  presented 
to  the  workers  on  the  first  haul  of  the  net.   A  ton 
1  and  a  half  of  splendid  parent  fish  was  estimated 


ARTIFICIAL  FLIES  FROM  A  TROUT'S 
POINT  OF  VIEW.- 


By  John  H,  Davis. 

Mr.  Chairman,— There  is,  I  believe,  no  subject 
of  such  general  and  absorbing  interest  to  the 
large  body  of  anglers  in  this  country  as  the  one  I 
have  chosen  for  our  consideration  this  evening. 
The  theory  of  flies  in  every  aspect  is  always  s 
subject  for  discussion  and  interchange  of  ideas 
wherever  fly  fishermen  meet,  and  the  different 
views  held  on  the  matter  are  almost  as  numerous 
and  divergent  as  the  various  flies  themselves  No 
detail  is  too  minute  for  consideration,  and  the 
questions  of  form,  colour,  size,  and  materials  are 
as  eagerly  discussed  as  if  the  solution  of  their 
various  intricacies  and  eccentricities  were  of 
national  importance. 

If  you  observe  two  anglers  meet  on  therr  return 
from  a  day's  fishing,  the  first  question  will  be 
"  What  sport  ?  '"  and  the  next,  inevitably,  "  Ah  I 
what  fly  have  they  been  taking  ''  I  know,  there- 
fore, that  I  am,  from  the  veiy  nature  of  the  case, 
sure  of  an  attentive  and  interested  audience  this 
evening.  I  also  know  that  my  subject  is  very 
highly  controversial;  indeed,  I  have  chosen  it 
mainly  on  that  account,  so  that,  although  I  am 
pretty  sure  of  your  attention,  I  am  not  equally 
sure  of  your  agreement  with  my  views. 

But  to  go  thoroughly  and  exhaustively  into  tho 


i','ioio  hy^ 


From 


NETTING   FISH    FOR    THE  THAMES. 
:ie  Gratd  Junction  Water  Company".s  45-Million  Gallon  Eeseivoir  at  Uamptop.  March  14,  Is'.iS. 


[.I/,-.  B.  Mn.ri 


the  hands  of  the  Esk  Fishery  Association  years 
ago,  is  now  either  in  private  hands,  or  let  with 
houses,  shootings,  &c. 

The  association,  at  that  time  paying  £5  to  £l0 
per  year,  and  giving  a  few  transferable  tickets,  are 
now  paying  £80  per  annumn  for  little  more  than 
half  of  what  they  then  had— saddled  with  more 
rent,  on  what  is  partly  their  own  improvement. 
The  yield  of  fish  keeps  up  very  steadily  ;  the 
netting  restrictions  are  not  severe ;  and  the  licence 
duties  lower  than  most  districts.  And  during  the 
thirty-six  years  over  which  this  sketch  extends, 
what  have  the  other  east  coast  river  boards  been 
doing  f* 

The  Coquet  remains  a  bull  trout  and  sea  trout 
river  still.  True,  there  was  a  great  slaughter  of 
bull  trout  late  in  the  year,  for  three  years. 
As  the  numbers  killed  in  the  third  year  fell  off 
to  less  than  half,  it  was  a  good  object  lesson, 
showing  how  the  stock  of  salmon  in  any  river 
could  be,  a.s  no  doubt  it  has  been  in  scores  of  rivers, 
almost  exterminated  in  a  very  short  time  by  the 
free  use  of  hecks,  over-netting,  &c.,  at  the  mouth 
thereof.  The  Coquet  remains  a  bull  trout  river. 
No  suJmon  were  ever  jilatited  in  it  that  I  can  find 
any  mention  of  in  any  of  the  annual  reports  of 
the  inspectors  of  fisheries.  How,  then,  could  it 
be  expected  to  be  turned  into  a  salmon  river  with 
no  native  stock?  The  Tyne  has  its  yield  run 
down  to  half  or  less,  and  its  fish,  what  there  are 


to  be  the  result,  and  it  took  the  many  willing 
workers,  armed  with  all  sorts  of  fish  caiTiers, 
upwards  of  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  empty  the 
contents  of  the  net.  The  fish  were  in  splendid 
condition,  and,  according  to  the  report  of  some  of 
the  oldest  Thames  netsmen  and  anglers,  such  a 
sight  had  never  before  been  witnessed.  The 
veterans  A.  Nuthall,  F.  Berry,  and  other  good 
friends  of  the  T.A.P.S.  are  included  in  this 
category,  as  also  the  brothers  Pearce,  of  Strand- 
on-the- Green. 

Much  surprise  was  created  at  the  large  amount 
of  bream,  some  300  odd  of  these  fish,  averaging 
over  31b.,  being  taken,  and  carefully  transferred  to 
the  parent  stream  close  by.  The  numbers  of  good 
perch  and  splendid  roach,  too,  that  were  put  into 
the  main  stream  augurs  well,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
for  good  sport  in  time  to  come  both  for  bank  and 
punt  fishers.  The  work  done  in  this  direction 
alone  from  time  to  time,  and  whenever  opportu-  | 
nity  is  afforded,  is  surely  enough  to  warrant  the 
appeal  made  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society ;  and  it  is  to  be  much  regretted  that 
the  liberal  few,  who  mostly  do  not  angle  in  the 
Thames,  but  who  take  up  the  work  purely  con 
arnore,  should  be  left  to  do  the  work  of  the 
illiberal  many,  who  daily  share  and  take  the 
benefit  of  others'  efforts,  and  constantly,  and  it 
may  almost  be  said  shamelessly,  ignore  even  the 
slightest  claims  made  upon  them  for  support. 


I  whole  question  of  artificial  flies — even  wiien  it  i.^ 
I  limited  to  those  which  come  under  the  trout's 
I  "  point  of  view  " — is  very  much  beyond  the  scope 
!  of  my  paper,  because  I  know  that  the  time  at  my 
disposal  and  the  limit  of  your  patience  will 
admit  of  my  doing  no  more  than  just  to  touch  the 
fringe  of  the  subject.  In  fact,  there  is  room  for 
a  rather  long  series  of  papers  dealing  with  various 
parts  of  the  great  fly  question,  and  I  am  not 
without  hope  that  many  very  interesting  points, 
which  I  shall  be  compelled  to  pass  over,  will  be 
taken  up  by  other  and  more  competent  hands 
during  the  meetings  which  we  are  looking  forward 
to  in  the  futm-e,  and  which  I  am  persuaded  will 
add  very  much  to  the  pleasure  of  our  winter 
meetings.  We  have  practically  inexhaustible 
resources  to  draw  upon,  as  our  members  have 
amongst  them  an  unlimited  stock  of  most 
valuable  experience,  and  if  we  can  only  get  over 
the  inherent  modesty  which  characterises  so 
many  of  them,  from  the  president  downwards, 
we  shall  have  such  a  succession  of  instructive 
papers  as  will  mark  an  era  in  the  history  of  our. 
association, 

And  before  we  commence  the  actual  discussioa 
of  our  subject,  I  will  ask  your  permission  to  malio 
one  or  two  preliminary  statements. 

*  A  paper  read  to  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association 
in  the  Philosophical  Hall,  Leeds,  on  March  9,  13P8. 
J.  W.  Reffitt  (president  of  the  awsooiation'''  in  the  oh-xir. 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 

in   COMBINATION   ^^^^^^^  C^ABARDINE   ^  both  Fabrics  } 


PROOF 


inside  WOOL  TWEEDS  ^  WEATHERPROOFED  ^  ^^^^NT. 


I  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
3  HOT  AND  COLD  WINDS,  WITH 
THORNS,  AND  FISH  HOOKS, 


NATURAL  VENTILATION. 


Built  on  this  plan,  i.e.,  a  wool  foundation,  a  healthful  natural  warmth  is 
maintained,  so  that  the  angler  experiences  in  this  dress  complete  in- 
difference to  weather,  temperature,  or  climate. 


The  neutral  shades  of  Gabardine 
are  pronounced  by  experts  perfect 
fjr  rendering  the  Sportsman  in- 
visible to  the  quarry. 

The  resistance  which  it  offers  to 
the  insinuating  fish-hook  makes 
Gabardine    indispensable   to  the 
Angler. 

Lightness,  combined  with  great 
weather-resisting  and  hard- 
wearing  qualities,  place  Gabardine 
in  the  forefront  as  a  material  for 
every  kind  of  sport. 


"  Rain  stands  on  it  in  beads  like  quicksilver, 
shaken  off  at  the  first  movement.  We  have  tested 
the  garments  thoroughly.'  -  r/ie  Lancet. 

"All  weathers  are  equalised,  the  body  never 
overheated,  and  chills  and  their  discomforts 
avoided." — The  Fishiiiy  Gazette. 

"  There  is  nothing  better  adapted  for  outdoor 
sports  and  exercise.'"  -  T^se  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
News. 

"  Rains  can  be  defied  without  discomfort 
the  ventilating  qualities  of  woollen  fabrics  are 
maintained  intact: 'S rit ish  Medical  Journal. 


THE  "BURBERRY' 


SUIT. 

UTMOST  FREEDOM-PERFECT  PROTECTION. 


THE  SL1P=0N  CAPE. 

UTMOST  PROTECTION-PERFECT  FREEDOM. 


jPracticaUy  waterproof,  perfectly  self-ventilating,  impervious  to  thorns  or  fish-hooks,  as  comfortable  in  wear  as  homespuns.--P/.;n«,  Ga^eiie. 
Durmg  two  or  thres  days  fishing  they  kept  out  the  wet,  were  comfortable,  and  did  not  cause  perspiration."-rAe  Field  ' 


3898  Gabardines  include  many  new  shades,  and  mark  an  important  advance  in  tropical  Airylight, 
which  has  now  strength  and  thorn  resistance  up  to  Summer  standard. 


BURBERRYS, 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON, 

BASINGSTOKE. 


Experts 


in  WEATHERPROOF  KIT. 


AND 


n    A       J.  °^   "Gabardine"  and  "  Vrber 

rBtOniBBS      Combines,  The  Equi-Pede, 
Burberry  Goats,  <fec. 


^nonialiofv       ShooUng,  Fishing,  Golflnf,- 
UffCOf«ffrolO  Polo.  YachtiDfT,   Cycling,  .and 
Biicing  Gannentc. 
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One  is,  that  what  I  have  to  say  relates  ex- 
clusively to  fly  fishing  as  we  understand  it 
amongst  our  tm-bulent,  rushing,  never  resting 
streams  up  here  in  the  north.  I  don't  understand 
dry  fly  fishing  at  all,  and  therefore  I  can  say 
nothing  as  to  its  merits  or  demerits.  But  here  I 
desire  to  say,  that  although  I  believe  dry  fly 
fishing  to  be  a  vigorous  youngster,  let  it  be 
understood  that  he  is  but  a  youngster,  and  that  it 
iU  becomes  so  juvenile  a  personage  to  fling,  in 
somewhat  random  scorn,  such  unnecessary  and 
rather  offensive  epithets  as  "  chuck-and-chance-it " 
at  the  head  of  his  aged  progenitor.  I  feel 
resentful  when  I  heai-  such  uncalled  for  remarks ; 
the  use  of  them  is  un gentlemanly,  and  not 
conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  sport.  We,  on 
our  part,  don't  often  retort,  although  we  might 
easily  say  that,  from  what  we  read  and  hear,  the 
element  of  "  chuck-and-chance-it"  does  not  seem 
to  be  absolutely  unknown  in  even  the  highest, 
dry  fly  circles. 

My  other  preliminary  statement  is,  that  in 
proof,  or  illustration,  of  my  subject,  I  intend  to 
give  you  only  that  which  is  drawn  from  my  own 
experience.  Nothing  would  be  easier  than  to 
quote  you  any  quantity  of  texts  in  support  of  any 
number  of  theories  from  standard  works  by 
authors  of  repute.  I  have  at  vai-ious  times  read — 
yes,  literally  devoured — all  the  angling  literature 
that  has  come  in  my  way ;  but,  alas  1  it  has  only 
left  me,  like  the  "Ancient  Mariner,"  a  " sadder 
and  a  wiser  man."  If  you  will  compare  what  has 
been  written  by  "  Ephemera,"  Francis,  Jackson, 
and  Theakstone,  who  give  you  elaborate  descrip- 
tions for  dressing  at  least  half  a  hundred 
different  flies  in  each  case,  on  one  hand  with 
Stewart  and  his  six  spiders,  and  Pennell  with 
his  three  typical  flies  on  the  other,  you  will  see  at 
a  glance  what  I  mean.  The  last  state  of  that 
man  who  attempts  to  reconcile  these  will  be 
worse  than  the  first,  and  he  will  be  lucky  if  he 
escapes  actual  lunacy  in  the  attempt.  No !  I 
admit  the  pleasm-e  it  gives  me  to  read  all  these 
things,  but  for  practical  utility  at  the  riverside 
the  measure  of  the  value  of  their  directions  is 
very  low  indeed. 

Indeed,  theory  counts  for  very  little  at  times, 
especially  amongst  anglers  of  the  older  genera- 
tion, who  are  fairly  numerous  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, as  the  following  incident  wUl  show.  A  few 
years  ago  I  happened  to  join  a  train  in  Leeds,  in 
one  compartment  of  which  were  two  gentlemen 
engaged  in  a  very  earnest  conversation.  They 
were  talking  about  fishing  matters,  and  continued 
doing  so  until  one  of  the  party  had  to  leave  the 
train.  I  then  inquired  of  the  other  who  his  com- 
panion was,  and  his  reply  was  rather  charac- 
teristic. "  Don't  you  know  him  ?  He  is  a  capital 
fisherman,  and  can  often  catch  fish  when  others 
can't;  but  he  has  one  failing,  he  is  one  of 
those  theoretic  fellows,  who  are  always  wanting 
to  know  why  a  trout  takes  this,  that,  and  t'other  fly 
(as  if  he  could  ever  get  to  know),  instead  of 
catching  'em  and  saying  nothing  about  it.  I 
thought  you  would  be  sui-e  to  know  him;  his 
name  is  Reffitt."  From  which  you  will  gather 
that  in  this  case  at  least  theory  was  at  a  heavy 
discount. 

So  now  we  come  to  my  subject,  "  Artificial  Flies 
from  a  Trout's  Point  of  View,"  and  I  admit  it 
looks  attractive,  but  the  difiiculty  is,  what  is  the 
trout's  point  of  view  ?  Now,  no  respectable  trout, 
even  in  these  degenerate  days,  will  condescend  to 
be  interviewed,  and  he  doesn't  give  us  any 
information,  either  written  or  oral.  We  are, 
therefore,  driven  to  ascertain  his  state  of  mind 
by  inference  or  analogy,  and  you  can  only  judge 
of  his  motives  by  observing  his  actions  under  the 
varying  conditions  of  water,  temperature,  weather, 
and  his  environments  generally.  By  use  of  these 
means  we  wiU  try  to  get  at  his  "point  of  view," 
or  to  translate  it  into  a  question  of  "  Why  does  a 
trout  take  an  artificial  fly  ?  "  And,  what  is  more 
interesting  still,  why  does  he  take  yours  or  mine 
in  particular  ? 

To  do  this  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  a  scientific 
disquisition  nor  to  arrange  the  details  of  my 
subject  in  any  very  strictly  defined  manner.  This, 
I  conceive,  would  make  the  question  a  dry  and 
rather  unsuitable  one  for  a  pleasant  discussion  ; 
such  an  one,  in  fact,  as  I  am  anxious  for  this  one 
to  be.  We  want,  then,  an  answer  or  answers  to 
the  question  "  Why  does  a  trout  take  an  artificial 
fly!-'"  and  I  propose  to  give  you  two  replies  in 
general  terms,  viz.,  that  he  takes  it- 


First,  from  curiosity  or  jealousy  ;  and, 

Second,  because  he  thinks  it  is  real. 

Out  of  these  grow,  of  com-se,  what  I  may  call 
sub-inquiries,  such  as  :  What  is  most  likely,  in 
shape,  size,  and  colour-  of  your  fly,  to  induce  the 
trout  to  take  it  P  How  must  you  present  your 
fly  to  him  ?    Where  you  will  find  him,  &c. 

I  will  do  my  best  to  satisfy  you  on  these  several 
points,  and  we  will  take  first  what  I  have  called 
curiosity  or  jealousy. 

These  often  go  together  to  a  certain  extent,  as 
you  will  see.  Now,  I  certainly  believe  that  sheer 
curiosity  is  a  frequent  cause  of  our  flies  being 
taken.  Let  me  illustrate.  When  I  was  very 
young,  say  from  eight  or  nine  to  fourteen,  I  was 
considered  to  be  a  delicate  lad,  and  instead  of 
being  sent  to  school  in  the  springtime  I  was 
allowed  to  roam  about  and  spend  my  time  in  some 
land  we  had,  which  adjoined  the  river  Severn.  I 
was  brought  up  in  a  very  little  village,  and  I  had 
no  companions  except  my  fishing  rod  and  a  light 
double-barrelled  gun.  There  were  several  wide 
spreading  trees,  throwing  their  arms  clean  over 
the  river,  and  up  in  the  branches  I  made 
secure  little  places  for  observatories.  In  the  water 
underneath  were  plenty  of  trout  and  dace  swim- 
ming about  in  a  gentle  stream  which  ran  over  a 
clear  bed  of  sandstone  rock,  all  unconscious  that 
there  was  "  A  chiel  amang  'em  takkin'  notes,  and 
faith  he'll  prent  it."  I  was  thus  enabled  to  obseiwe 
all  their  actions,  and  I  took  full  advantage  of  my 
opportunities.  From  my  "  coign  of  vantage  "  in 
the  friendly  boughs  I  fed  my  friends  with  flies, 
worms,  beetles,  wasp  grubs,  and  other  "uncon- 
sidered trifles,"  occasionally  varying  the  bill  of 
fare  by  dropping  in  berries,  seeds,  bits  of  wood, 
&c.  Now,  I  noticed  that  everything  I  cast  in,  as 
well  as  anything  dropping  casually  from  the 
trees,  was  at  once  and  invariably  taken  into  the 
mouth  by  the  fish  nearest.  If  what  was  taken 
thus  was  acceptable,  it  was  duly  swallowed,  if  not, 
it  was  instantly  ejected.  My  little  experiments 
were  also  carried  further.  I  have  anointed  a 
blue-bottle  with  cayenne  pepper  ;  it  was  at  once 
taken  without  a  murmur,  and  nothing  happened. 
But  if  my  fly,  or  other  morsel,  dropped  between 
two  fish,  then  what  I  have  called  jealousy  came  in. 
They  both  "  went  for"  it  in  the  most  determined 
manner,  quite  different  to  the  ordinary  case, 
where,  only  one  fish  being  concerned,  he  sailed 
up  leisurely  and  took  the  offender  in.  These 
observations  established  to  my  mind  several 
facts,  viz. : 

That  a  fish  takes  a  likely  looking  object  on 
"  spec ,"  as  it  were,  rejecting  it  after  if  found 
unsuitable. 

That  his  sense  of  taste  is  not  very  strongly 
pronounced. 

That  he  will  run  great  risks  rather  than  let  his 
brother  have  a  choice  morsel  which  he  thinks 
ought  to  belong  to  himself. 

From  this  I  conclude  that  more  trout  come  to 
basket  through  curiosity  and  jealousy  than  most 
anglers  are  inclined  to  believe. 
_  And  here  let  me  whisper  that  if  in  the  summer 
time  you  should  happen  to  want  a  good  trout ;  if 
the  keeper  is  away ;  if  your  conscience  can  be 
smoothed ;  if  you  can  capture  a  blue-bottle ;  if 
you  can,  after  impaling  him  without  injury,  let 
him  buzz — as  he  will — and  kick  up  a  gentle  riot 
on  the  top  of  the  water  under  a  wide  spreading 
tree ;  and  if  you  know  your  way  about  it — well, 
you'll  get  your  trout.  It  is  the  most  deadly  bait 
in  the  angler's  list.  A  worm  is  bad  enough,  but 
nowhere  in  competition  with  a  fat  blue-bottle. 
But  at  once  please  forget  these  last  two  para- 
graphs, as  they  only  have  reference  to  what  I  used 
to  do  when  I  was  a  boy. 

I  come  now  to  my  second  point,  viz.,  that  a 
trout  takes  your  artificial  believing  it  to  be  a  real 
fly.  But  here  I  want  without  delay  to  qualify 
the  full  meaning  of  this  by  saying  that  "  fly " 
with  me  includes  larvae  and  all  sorts  of  immature 
creatures.  I  am  convinced  that  our  imitations 
are  very  rarely  indeed  taken  for  the  full  grown, 
mature  insect  as  we  see  it,  either  flying  in  the  air 
or  floating  on  the  water.  Take  in  your  hand  a 
March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  or  most  beautiful 
of  all,  the  Iron  Blue,  and  see  if  you  can  imitate 
it  I  Why,  gentlemen,  your  very  closest  imitation 
is  nothing  less  than  grotesque  when  placed  side 
by  side  with  the  living  fly.  To  see  that  beautiful 
insect  standing  (I  use  the  word  advisedly)  on  the 
water,  its  lovely  little  feet  making  indefinable 
indentations  on  the  surface,  its  wings  all  gloss, 


and  its  body  a  marvellous  glow  of  purple,  why,  to 
attempt  an  imitation — quite  impossible  !  No,  you 
can't  do  it,  so  you  imitate  the  fly  at  a  little  earlier 
stage  in  its  existence,  when  the  difficulties  in  your 
way  are  not  so  serious.  In  fact,  you  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  imitate  the  "fly"  at  all,  but  what  will 
shortly  be  the  fly. 

And  how  to  do  this  so  as  to  deceive  the  trout 
into  believing  that  your  imitation  is  real  now 
demands  our  attention.  As  I  intimated  earlier 
on,  in  the  making  of  your  fly,  if  it  is  to  be  effective, 
you  must  give  due  consideration  to  several  im- 
portant matters,  but  especially  the  three  essentials 
of  shape,  size,  and  colour.  Here,  indeed,  is  room 
for  a  wonderful  amount  of  ingenuity  and  skill, 
and  many  anglers,  amongst  whom  I  am  happy  to 
count  several  friends,  are  gi-eat  adepts  in  the  art. 
I  am  but  a  poor  performer  in  compai-ison  with 
some  in  my  mind's  eye,  who  are  not  altogether 
unknown  to  a  few  gentlemen  in  this  room. 

So  we  will  take,  first. 

iSVmiie.— This  is  the  least  important  of  what  I 
have  called  the  essentials.  Make  your  fly  as  fly- 
like  and  as  near  the  shape  of  your  real  one  as 
possible,  but  don't  spend  much  time  over  it. 
Keep  it  within  reasonable  bounds  of  length,  bulk, 
&c.,  and  leave  it,  always  remembering  that  the 
shape  gets  considerably  knocked  about  in  prac- 
tice, particularly  if  it  proves  the  killer  which  you 
hope. 

Size. — Now,  here  I  am  face  to  face  with  one  of 
the  most  puzzling  questions  connected  with  flies 
and  fly  making.  The  trout,  although  undoubtedly 
a  most  genteel  fish,  is  at  the  same  time  a  bit  of  a 
glutton.  He  is  very  fond  of  a  good  "  square 
meal,"  and  is  not  particular  at  all  times  as  to  the 
composition  of  it.  I  once  caught  a  trout,  on  a 
very  small  fly,  whose  stomach  was  filled  with 
worms  and  larva?,  and  In  whose  mouth  and 
throat  was  a  very  large  minnow.  Again,  on 
one  occasion,  on  a  very  fine  morning  following 
a  stormy  night  in  June,  I  caught  a  trout  with 
its  stomach  distended,  and  its  throat  and 
mouth  full  of  all  sorts  of  flies,  beetles,  grubs, 
Sci.,  which  had  been  blown  off  the  bushes. 
And  yet  again,  I  once  caught  on  an  artificial 
minnow  a  small  trout,  which  measured  just  twice, 
and  no  more,  the  length  of  the  minnow.  Such 
experiences  will  be  within  the  recollection  of  most 
anglers,  and  I  mention  these  to  emphasise  my 
point,  that  trout  can,  and  will,  feed  on  occasion, 
quite  regardless  of  the  size  or  quality  of  the  flies, 
&c.,  composing  its  meal.  Why,  then,  do  you  find 
him  at  times  so  fastidious  about  the  size  of  the  fly 
he  will  take  ?  And  why  will  he  only  take,  as  a  rule, 
a  Midge  fly  in  the  Wharf e,  Ure,  ic. ;  whilst  his; 
brother,  in  the  Eamont  in  the  north,  and  the 
Tamar  in  the  south-west,  calmly  takes  one  three 
times  the  size  ?  Last  August,  in  the  Eamont,  my 
best  catches  were  made  with  a  huge  Devonshire 
fly,  on  a  No.  4  or  5  hook.  In  June,  1887— on  the 
J  ubilee  Day,  in  fact — in  the  Tamar  I  caught.  In 
a  blazing  sun  and  the  lowest  water,  the  finest 
basket  of  fish  I  ever  caught  in  my  life.  The  flies 
were  the  famous  Blue  Upright  and  Halfstone, 
and  the  hook  No.  3  or  4.  How  do  you  think  you- 
would  fare  on  the  Whai-fe  at  midsummer  with 
flies  like  those  ?  These  considerations  quite 
baffle  me,  and  I  can  give  no  adequate  reasons  for 
such  divergencies.  Tou  ,  must  fall  back  on 
experience  only ;  the  experience  gained  by  your- 
self, or  someone  you  can  trust.  To  add  to  the 
puzzle,  anglers  often  dress  the  same  fly  in  different 
ways.  Take  for  example  the  Winter  Brown,  one 
of  the  earliest  and  best  of  flies.  Well,  a 
friend  of  mine,  a  capital  fisherman,  and  a 
member  of  your  council,  di-esses  one  specimen 
with  a  thick  bushy  body  of  peacock  harl,  and 
another  with  the  orthodox  orange  silk,  giving  a 
sleek  thin  body,  as  unlike  each  other  in  shape  and 
size  as  possible,  and  yet  they  are  supposed  to 
imitate  the  same  fly  ;  they  are  fished  on  the  same 
cast,  and  at  the  same  time.  I  approve  of  this 
arrangement,  as  successful  experience  has  con- 
secrated It,  but  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  explain 
it.  The  why  and  the  wherefore  regulating  size 
of  flies  on  different  rivers  is  quite  incomprehen- 
sible to  me.  My  experience  teaches  me  to  iise  a 
larger  fly  early  in  the  season,  and,  of  course,  in 
coloured  water,  but  beyond  that  I  do  not  profess, 
to  go.  I  shall  l)e  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  the 
view5  of  my  better  informed  brothers,  and  I  hops 
there  is  some  one  present  who  can  solve  the 
difficulty. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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ANCHOR  AND  HOPE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  twenty-fcJurth  annual  dinner  was  held  in  the  Crown 
Eoom  of  the  Holborn  Eestaurant  last  week,  under  the 
chairmanship  of    Mr.    T.  Crumplen   ("  Old  Izaak "), 
president  of  the  society,  and  some  seventy  members  and 
friends,  including  many  ladies,  assembled.    Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore,  of  the  Friendly  and  West  London  Societies, 
occupied  the  vice-chair,  and  among  the  company  were  Mr. 
W.  S.  Harding,  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Hodges,  Dr.  A.  0.  Tucker, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Fryer,  Mrs.  T.  P.  Crumplen,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Crumplen  and  Miss  Crumplen,  Mr.  Thomas  Drew,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Afford  (of  Norwich),  Mr.  H.  Mallett,  sen., 
J.  Duck,  J.  Pratt,  R.  Chadd,  W.  J.  Wade,  and  nearly  all 
the  leading  members  of  the  society.    Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins 
(hon.  sec.  T.A.P.S.),  Dr.  Brunton,  and  Mr.  J.  Rollings 
wrote  expressing  their  good  withes  for  an  enjojable 
evening.^  "  The  Queen  "  having  teen  loyally  honoured, 
the  chairman  gave   "The  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling 
Society."    Last  year,  he  remarked,  they  had  a  big 
gathering,  when  many  of  the  leading  anglers  of  London 
and  a  large  number  of  ladies,  as  now,  whom  all  were 
pleased  to  see,  assembled  round  their  festive  board  ;  but 
the  present  anniversary  was  intended  to  be  celebrated  in  a 
more  homely  way,  for  happily  the  agitation  then  going  on, 
and  calculated  to  do  mischief  to  the  fraternity,  had 
collapsed,  as  was  expected,  and  the  outlook  now  was  one  of 
peace  and  goodwill,  such  as  they  and  all  true  followers  of 
Walton  wished  for  and  would  resolutely  maintain.  Among 
the  many  honours  which  had  been  undeservedly  conferred 
upon  him  from  time  to  time,  there  was  none  he  valued  more 
than  being  president  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S., 
kn  "•wing  them  to  be  a  body  of  true  sportsmen  who  had 
rendered  great  service  to  the  craft,  and  well  merited  the 
respect  in  which  they  were  held  by  their  fellow  anglers. 
The    society    had    many    advantages :    its  club-room 
at   the    Duke    of    Kent   was    one    of    the    best  in 
London,  it  had   good   officers,  assisted  well   in  the 
good  work  of  river  preservation  and  benevolence,  and  was 
also  establishing  a  little  fund  of  its  own  to  aid  deserving 
members  in  special  and  necessitous  cases.     They  had 
regular  meetings,  a  good  prize  list,  coupled  with  a  small 
subscription,  and  thanks  to  their  officers  and  Mr.  F.  W. 
Martin,  their  hon.  secretary,  the  society  was  steadily  in- 
creasing in  membership,  and  closed  the  year  with  a  sub- 
stantial balance  in  hand.    The  toast  was  very  warmly 
honoured,  and  Mr.  Martin,  who  responded,  fully  confirmed 
the  chairman's  view  of  the  society,  and  expressed  the 
pleasure  it  gave  him  and  the  officers  to  work  for  it,  which 
he  trusted  they  might  long  continue  to  do.    The  toast  of 
"  Our  President,"  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (Central 
Association)  in  very  eulogistic  terms,  wbs  accorded  full 
musical  honours,  as  was  that  of  "  The  Yice-Chairman," 
afterwards     proposed    by    the    president.     "  Kindred 
^cieties  and  Visitors  "  was  also  given  from  the  chair,  and 
on  behalf  of  the  visitors  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Hodges  responded, 
expressing  the  gratification  so  truly  a  Waltonian  evening 
had  afforded  him.    The  prize  list  for  the  coming  year  was 
afterwards  started,  and  received  several  welcome  addi- 
tions before  the  meeting  separated.    The  musical  arrange- 
ments were  admirably  carried  out,  and  included  a  piano- 
forte selection  from  the  "Geisha"  by  Mr.  J.  G.  King 
(accompanist),  and  a  violin  solo  by  Mr.  Arthur  Francis. 
Master  Herbert  Freeborn  gave  "  Ora  pro  Nobis,"  and 
Messrs.  J.  P.  Boston,  Frank  Bowden,  Charles  Chapman, 
H.  Dent,  Fred  Harlow,  Fred  Thomas,  and  A.  A.  Webbe 
delighted  the  company  with  some  capibal  songs  (several  in 
character),  Mr.  Cox  giving  an  efi'ective  recitation.  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade  and  Mr.  J.  Jones  officiated  as  stewards,  and 
to  them  and  others  of  the  society  the  success  of  the 
gathering  was  very  largely  due. 


THE  SCOTTISH  TROUT  ANGLERS^ 
ASSOCIATION. 


ENTHUSIASTIC  MEETING  IN  EDINBURGH. 

In  our  issue  of  April  0  we  called  attention  to  an  effort 
which  was  being  made  to  form  an  association  to  foster 
Scottish  trout  fishers'  interests. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  preliminary  meeting 
have  been  busy  stirring  up  the  angling  community  in 
Scotland,  and  the  result  of  their  labours  was  seen  in  the 
large  and  representative  gathering  of  anglers  which 
assembled  on  Thursday  evening,  28th  ult.,  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  Edinburgh,  to  discuss  the  proposal  to  form  such  an 
association. 

The  Eight  Hon.  Mitchell  Thomson,  Lord  Provost  of 
Edinburgh,  presided,  and  he  was  accompanied  to  the 
platform  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart,  M.P.  ;  Col.  Haig 
of  Bemersyde,  John  Smart,  S.S.C. ;  A.  O.  M.  Mackenzie, 
advocate;  A.  H.  Laidlay,  J.  L.  Anderson,  Cupar;  J. 
Lyon  Hamilton,  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth;  J.  O.  Kemp, 
advocate,  &c.  Apologies  were  intimated  from  the  Lord 
Advoea'e,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson  Carmichael,  Bart.,  M.P.  ; 
Eobert  Cox,  M.P. ;  Walter  Thorburn,  M.P.  ;  George  G. 
Tarnbull  of  Abbey  St.  Bathaos,  E.  Sandys  Lumsdaine  of 
Blanerne,  J.  L.  Campbell  Swinton  of  Kimmerghame, 
T.  J.  S.  Roberts,  Abbotsford  House  ;  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown 
of  Dunipace,  Surgeon-Gen.  Bidie,  Bridge  of  Allan;  the 
Rev.  George  Marjoritanks,  Stenton ;  Sheriff  Orphoot, 
Councillor  Mortimer,  J.  J.  Armistead,  Solway  Fisheries; 
J.  Barker  Duncan,  W.S. ;  J.  Hope  Finlay,  W.S.;  J.  A. 
Trail,  W.S.  ;  D.  B.  MacGregor,  secretary  National 
Angling  Clubs;  George  W.  Constable,  Traquair  ;  John 
Mack,  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  and  others. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  in  a  humorous  epistle,  wrote  that  if 
they  cjuld  catch  a  man  fishing  from  Uctolser  1  to  March  1 
they  should  duck  and  ncarlij  drown  him,  and  if  they 
caught  him  fishing  with  salmon  roe  they  should  drown 
him  outright. 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said  that 
if  there  was  one  thing  mora  certain  than  another  it  was 


that  we  very  seldom  tired  of  the  joys  of  our  youth ;  and 
having  been  a  keen  angler  all  his  days,  it  gave  him  very 
great  pleasure  to  see  present,  despite  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  such  a  lirge  attendance,  but  he  was  not 
surprised,  as  fishers  could  face  any  storm  of  wiad  or  rain. 
(Applause.)  Sir  H.  Maxwell  did  not  require  an  introduc- 
tion to  an  Edinburgh  audienca,  more  particularly  an 
audience  of  fishermen.  He  was  one  of  lur  best  known 
Scottish  Members  of  Parliament,  and  had  shown  his 
interest  in  trout  fishing  by  endeavouring,  unfortunately 
without  success,  to  get  the  Close  Time  Bill  passed  last 
Session.  (Applause.) 

Sir  H.  Maxwkll,  in  moving  the  first  resolution,  said 
there  was  only  one  sentence  in  the  chairman's  speech 
with  which  he  could  not  agree,  and  that  was  the  one  in 
which  he  (the  Lord  Provost)  said  a  man  generally  adhered 
to  the  pastimes  of  his  youth.    Now  he  (Sir  H.  Maxwell) 
had  in  his  younger  days  been  fond  of  hunting,  shooting, 
and  the  ballroom.    But  all  that  had  passed  away,  and  he 
had  now  to  confess  himself  only  a  keen  angler.  ( Applause . ) 
He  need  hardly  siy  how  much  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  be 
there  that  evening,  addressing  such  a  large  and  repre- 
sentative gathering  of  Scottish  anglers.    An  American 
critic  had  given  his  definition  of  an  angler  as  "  a  man  who 
goeth  forth  in  the  morning  full  of  hope,  and  returneth  at 
eventide  full  of  whisky,  and  the  troth  is  not  in  him." 
(Laughter.)    Well,  they  all  knew  how  false  that  was.  If 
they  wanted  examples  of  the  three  Christian  virtues — Faith, 
Hope,  and  Charity — where  would  they  find  them  better 
exemplified  than  in  the  fisherman  ?     (Laughter.)  In 
regard  to  "faith,"  look  at  the  tremendous  yarns  they  were 
asked  to  swallow  without  turning  a  hair  ;  and  did  not  the 
"  hope  "  of  slaying  some  finny  monster  buoy  them  up 
during  the  whole  fishing  season.    He  was  not  quite  so 
sure  about  "  charity,"  for  it  must  be  confessed  that  when 
you  saw  the  wave  of  your  neighbour's  rod  in  the 
rays  of  the  morning  sun,  fishing  those  pools  on  which 
you  intended  to  have  first  cast,  the  last  named  virtue  was, 
as  a  rule,  conspicuous  by  its  absence.   They  had  not  come 
there,  however,  in  any  spirit  of  joking.    They  had  serious 
business  on  hand  ;  business,  too,  which  was  likely  to  be 
of  the  very  greatest  service  to  their  feUow-oountrymen. 
Many  years  ago  he  was  very  much  amused  at  the  way  in 
which  a  northern  witness  before  a  House  of  Lords  com- 
mittee gave  his  evidence  :  "  My  lords  and  gentlemen,"  he 
said,  "it's  a  weel  kent  fact  in  oor  country  that  whiur 
there's  nae  watter  there  can  be  nae  fish  !  "  (Laughter.) 
Well,  they  had  arrived  at  a  somewhat  different  state  of 
matters,  for  although  they  had  plenty  of  water  they  had 
very  few  fish.    They  seldom  got  the  baskets  that  used  to 
be  secured  by  Tom  Stoddart,  "  Chtistopher  North,"  and 
the  "  Practical  Angler,"  and  the  reasons  were  many.  For 
one  thing,  anglers  in  the  last  forty  years  had  increased  one 
hundred  fold.    But  if  they  would  only  take  the  proper 
means,  the  present  day,  or,  at  least,  the  baskets  of  the 
future  could  be  made  as  large  as  of  yore.  It  behoved  them, 
as  prudent  men,  and  men  interested  in  angling,  to  see 
whether  they  could  not  exert  themselves  to  preserve 
that    source    of    amusement    and    healthful  recrea- 
tion  for    the   masses    of    the    people    which  they 
ought     so    highly    to    appreciate,    and    with  which 
Nature    had     so    bountifully    endowed    their  land. 
Within  the  last  forty  years  the  artificiil  propagition  of  the 
trout  had  attained  a  high  degrea  of  perfection,  and  there 
was  no  fear  of  a  failure  of  supply.    The  present  state  of 
things  in  Scotland  could  not  be  allowed  to  go  on,  while  no 
one  could  be  expected  to  stock  streams  with  trout  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poachers.    He  might  remind  them  that  a 
few  years  ago  a  similar  state  of  matters  existed  in  Eusrland. 
There  they  were  not  so  well  off  as  regards  trout  fishing  ; 
but  Parliament  stepped  in,  and,  by  providing  suitable  close 
times,  preserved  to  the  many  thousands  of  English  anglers 
the  enjoyment  of  their  sport,  which  was  principally 
pursued  among  coarse  fish.    In  supporting  the  Close  'time 
Bill,  he  (Sir  Herbert)  had  no  personal  interest,  for  while 
there  W8s  no  close  time  as  far  as  regards  most  of  Scotland, 
the  waters  owned  by  him  being  on  the  Solway,  came  under 
the  association  there,  and  the  trout  were  allowed  to  breed 
in  peace.    He  had  not  much  faith  in  "  free  "  fishing,  being 
of  opinion  that  the  throwing  open  of  all  waters  indis- 
ciiminately,  would  simply,  sooner  or  later,  bring  about 
the  extinction  of  tbe  fish  in  them.    Let  them  endeavour 
by  united  action  to  improve  the  trout  fishing  in  Scotland 
by  beneficial  legislation  and  every  other  means  in  their 
power.    He  had  much  pleasure  in  moving  that  au  associa- 
tion, to  be  called  the  Scottish  Anglers'  Association,  shall 
be  formed,  the  object  of  which  shall  be  to  promote  the 
interests  of  trout  fishing. 

Mr.  E.  BuENS  Begg,  Kinross,  in  seconding,  said  he 
spoke  for  a  large  section  of  the  anglers  on  the  banks  of 
Loch  Leven.  He  gave  one  or  two  instances  of  glaring 
poaching  when  the  trout  were  ascending  the  streams  from 
Loch  Leven  to  spawn,  and  said  there  was  no  need  to 
impress  the  utility  of  the  association  upon  Fifeshire 
anglers. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  Smart,  S.S.C,  in  moving  that  the  assjciation 
shall  use  every  endeavour  to  have  a  BiU  passed  by  which 
a  close  time  for  yellow  trout  shall  be  enacted  for  Scot'and, 
and  shall  use  its  influence  to  have  the  existing  law  affect- 
ing trout  fishing  duly  enforced,  dwelt  particularly  upon 
the  harm  done  by  "  guddling  "  and  "raking"  in  mmy 
streams. 

He  was  seconled  by  Mr.  J.  Gordon  Mason,  who 
mentioned  that  on  writing  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 
(Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland)  as  to  receiving  a 
deputation  re  the  Close  Time  Bill,  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Leith  Hay,  Lord  Balfour's  secretary, 
saying  that  Lord  Balfour  Wjs  aversa  to  receiving  a 
deputation,  because  he  was  thoroughly  in  favour  of  the 
Bill,  and  it  was  needless  to  interview  him  on  the  subject. 
Sir  T.  Gibson  Carmichael  (M.P.  for  Midlothian)  had 


likewise  offered  to  back  Sir  H.  Maxwell's  Bill  oa  the  next 
occasion  on  which  it  should  be  brought  in.  (Cheers.) 

The  motion  was  passed  without  a  dissentient  voice,  Sir 
H.  Maxwell  remarking  that  they  had  only  to  persuade 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  that  they  had  votes  behind 
them  to  assure  the  Bill  becoming  law. 

Mr.  A.  0.  Mackenzie,  advocite,  moved  that  the 
association  may  take  cogaisancs  of  cases  of  pollution  of 
rivers  and  lochs  by  bringing  these  under  the  notice  of  the 
government,  the  county  councils.  Local  Government 
Board,  and  other  responsible  officials.  He  sp^ke  of  the 
mighty  factor  pollution  was  in  the  destruction  of  trout. 

Mr.  Stirling,  Haddington,  in  seconding,  created  soma 
amusement  by  his  references  to  the  Pow  Burn,  which, 
whatever  it  may  have  bean  in  past  ages,  is  at  the  present 
moment  a  covered-in  sewer.  The  resolution  was  cirried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Wilson,  Markinch,  seconded  by  Mr.  P.  BoA, 
Midlothian  Angliog  Club,  moved  that  the  aisociatioa 
shall  have  power  by  lease  or  arrangement  to  increase  the 
area  of  fishing  water  available  to  the  public,  and  this  was 
cordially  adopted. 

The  fifth  resolution,  that,  for  t'le  promotion  of  social 
intercourse  among  anglers,  and  to  assist  in  carrying  ou'; 
the  objects  of  tbe  association,  clubs  may  be  formed  in 
connection  with  it  in  the  different  angling  centres  ;  said 
clubs  to  acquire  suitable  premises  for  their  own  use,  and 
upon  certain  terms  for  the  use  of  the  association,  was 
proposed  by  Professor  Stanfibld,  who  pointed  out  that 
while  the  angler  is  not  over  keen  for  company  by  the 
waterside,  and  likes  to  have  the  pools  to  himself  as 
instanced  by  Sir  H.  Maxwell,  at  eventide,  or  when  not 
on  angling  intent,  he  is  a  most  convivial  personage.  Mr. 
Wilson,  Markinch,  who  seconded,  remarked  that  the 
association  could  be  a  central  body  to  which  the  clubs 
might  become  affiliated. 

Sir  H.  Maxwell  here  drew  attention  to  the  fine  saloon 
possessed  by  the  Piscatorial  Society  in  the  Holborn 
Restaurant.  London,  and  indicated  how  the  assosiation 
might  have  headquarters  on  somewhat  similar  liaes. 
The  resolution,  like  its  predecessors,  was  carried 
enthusiastically. 

It  fell  to  the  lit  of  Mr.  D.  Feasee,  author  of  "  The 
Riverside  Eambles  of  an  Edinburgh  Angler,"  to  tackle 
the  motion  referring  to  financ^,  and  in  proposing  that 
the  subscription  be  2s.  6d.,  he  said  the  meeting  would 
scarcely  have  been  Scotch  without  a  retiring  collection. 
He  was  sure  th it  in  the  opinion  of  most  present  23.  6d. 
was  far  too  little.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  DcFF,  of  the  Sporting  League,  seconded,  and  need- 
less to  say  the  resolution  becim'e  the  finding  of  the 
meeting. 

Oa  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Gordon  Mason,  the  following 
were  appointed  office  bearers  :  President,  the  Eight.  Hon. 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.  ;  vice-presidents,  the 
Eight  Hon.  Mitchell  Thomson,  Lord  Provost  of  Edin- 
burgh;  Prof.  Glaister,  Glasgow;  Dr.  T.  F,  Spenca, 
Edinburgh;  E.  Burns  Begg,  Esq.,  Kinross;  E.  Wilson, 
Esq.,  West  of  Scotland  A.C. ;  J.  B.  Mills,  Esq  .Dundee. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Sir  H.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Gordon 
Mason's  own  name  was  added  to  abwe,  the  right  honourable 
gentlemm  bearing  testimony  to  the  earnest  and  energetic 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  And.  Smith  had 
devoted  their  time  and  services  to  the  formation  of  the 
association. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  apjpointed  as  a  committee, 
with  power  to  add  to  their  number  until  twenty-five  be 
reached,  the  idea  being  to  have  representatives  from  the 
whole  of  Scotland  :  Professor  ^  Stanfield,  Edinburgh 
Saturday  AC;  Messrs.  J.  Stirling,  Haddington ;  P.  Boa, 
Midlothian  A.C. ;  W.  H.  Gibb,  Waverley  A.C. ;  P.  D. 
Malloch,  Perth;  J.  Stewart,  Bueklacd  A.C. ;  W.  B.  Friend ; 
A.  Saddler,  Aljth  ;  Geo.  Pople,  Perth  ;  W.  Wilson, 
Markinch;  L.  S.  Spence,  Edinburgh  A.C. ;  E.  Eobert s, 
Midlothian  A.C.  ;  J.  St.  Clair,  Musselburgh  ;  Wm. 
Eankin,  Glasgow ;  J.  A.  Muirhead,  Bridge  of  Weir ; 
D.  Eraser,  Edinburgh  Saturday  A.C. ;  E.  S.  Muir,  West 
of  Scotland  A.C.  ;  H.  Hutchinson,  Loch  Lomond  Angling 
Association ;  G.  D.  B.  Shepherd  and  W.  Carl  Lesh, 
Edinburgh. 

Mr.  A.  Smith  agreed  to  act  as  interim  secratary  and 
treasurer. 

The  meeting  terminated  with  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Lord  Provost  for  presiding. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lam,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Eemarks.— Following 
the  royal  example,  and  being  the  sixtieth  year  of  the 
establithment  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  it  has  been  announced  upon  good  authority  that 
ar other  Jubilee  is  to  be  celebrated  by  a  dinner  at  the 
Holborn  Eestaurant.  I  have  been  present  at  its  coming 
of  age  and  its  hilt  century  Jubilee,  but  whether  I  shall 
enjoy  the  privilege  to  attend  its  forthcoming  Jubilee  rests 
with  the  future.  It  is  to  be  hoped  tbe  occasion  will 
stimulate  a  greater  desire  to  support  the  work  of  Thames 
Preservation,  and  enable  its  present  practical  committee 
to  employ  an  additional  wholly  paid  river  keeper,  to 
relieve  the  present  valuable  head  officiil_  from  the  great 
strain  there  must  necessarily  be  upon  his  time  and  usjful- 
ness,  and  keep  him  more  directly  engaged  with  the  actual 
work  and  presenca  on  the  river.  Although  we  have  had  a 
decidecl  and  greatly  needed  change  in  the  weather,  and  some 


May  7,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


335 


nice  warm  rain,  with  tlie  harmonioos  notes  of  the  cuckoo 
and  other  birda  in  all  directions,  the  anglers  at 
the  commencement  of  the  week  do  not  appear  to 
bave  got  on  terms  with  the  trout.  I  received  the 
following  latter  on  Tuesday  from  the  veteran  William 
Milbonrne,  of  East  Molesey:  "We  have  not  dcm  any- 
thing in  the  way  of  trout  for  the  last  fortnight ;  the  water 
has  been  so  low  and  bright,  and  the  nights  so  cold,  it  has 
stopped  the  fish  from  feeding.  The  rain  we  have  had  will 
freshen  the  river,  and  with  some  warm  weather  there  will 
be  some  heavy  fish  taken.  The  barbel,  loaoh,  and  gudgeon 
are  drawing  up  to  the  weir  at  Hampton  Court  very  thick  ; 
getting  ready  for  spawning."  There  has  not  been  much 
done  in  the  way  of  angling  up  to  Wednesday,  but  the  heavy 
rains  of  Tuesday  night,  and  if  it  continues,  as  it  appears 
very  probable,  there  will  soon  hi  a  push  of  water  in  the 
river  ;  and  no  one  will  regret  it,  as  it  was  so  much  needed, 
and  after  that  we  may  look  for  the  capture  of  some  large 
specimens  of  Thames  trout.  There  are  only  two  reports 
of  the  capture  of  fish.  One  from  Teddington,  where  Mr. 
E.  Gunston,  fishing  at  the  weir  on  Monday  last  with  John 
Johnson,  of  Kingston,  creeled  a  nice  fish  of  'Iflb. ;  and 
the  other  report  is  from  Suabury,  where  Mr.  D.  Bulock, 
fishing  with  Alfred  Stroud,  was  successful  in  creeling  a 
brace  of  trout,  the  largest  fish  weighing  5Jlb.,  and  the 
other  31b. ,  the  latter  being  returned  to  the  river  again. 
It  is  gratifying  to  learn  the  ova  of  perch,  of  which  there 
was  a  great  abundance,  is  all  about  vivified,  and  all  anxiety 
regarding  its  safety  is  over.  At  Shepparton,  George 
Rosewell  has  landed  three  more  trout — one  with  Mr. 
Atiiason,  an  ugly  old  male  fish,  weighing  9jlb. ;  another 
of  61b..  a  nice  fish,  with  Mr.  Horton  ;  and  another,  of 
about  41b.,  with  Mr.  James  Clapp,  of  the  Chiswick  Pisoa- 
torials. — B. 

— —  (Datchet). — The  weather  the  past  week  has  been 
a  bit  too  rough  for  anyone  to  get  out  fishing.  There  is  a 
drop  more  water  in  the  river,  which  ought  to  improve 
chances  ;  but  intendiig  aspirants  for  a  trout  should  never 
forget  they  are  very  careful  of  themselves.  I  was  out  on 
the  30th  with  Mr.  Robertson  and  friend.  Mr.  Robertson 
cinghta  handsome  fish,  /Jib.,  from  the  Windsor  Weir. 
Nobody  in  the  neighbourhood  believes  there  was  a  fish 
there. — G.  Lumsden'. 

 (Windsor  District).— Grand  rains  have  favoured 

this  district,  and  a  brace  of  nice  fish  have  been  secured, 
Mr.  T.  Robertson,  of  391,  Edgware-road,  London,  having 
the  premier  fish,  a  beauty  of  "Jib.,  almost  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  Windsor  Bridge.  Unfortunately,  he  was  pressed 
for  time,  or  I  should  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it. 
He  tells  me  its  extreme  length  was  2ft.  3in.,  and  that  it 
gave  grand  sport.  The  other  fish  was  a  very  nice  one  of 
4^lb.,  taken  at  Boveney,  by  Mr.  Gomm,  jun.,  of  Brentford, 
who  has  again  visited  these  waters  with  his  fisherman 
"  Otter  "  Hone,  of  Staines.  Several  good  fish  are  reported 
on  the  move,  and  now  that  their  food  is  principally  on  the 
surface,  we  shall  see  more  of  them,  though  in  about  a 
fortnight  the  horrid  launch  will  be  very  much  in  evidence. 
— B.  R.  Bambeidge. 

Avon  (Ringwood).— The  1st.  inst.  opened  with  much 
brighter  prospects  in  salmon  fishing,  the  recent  rains 
having  greatly  improved  the  river.  Mr.  Turner  Turner 
captured  two  fish,  of  391b.  and  201b.  respectively,  on 
Monday  ;  and  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  F.  Goddard,  one  each, 
of  221b.  and  211b.  Mr.  Hodges  secured  two  fish  in  the 
Bisterne  water  scaling  201b.  each,  and  another  of  221b.  in 
the  Ringwood  water.  There  has  also  been  some  good 
sport  in  trout  fishing. — Piscatorial. 

Cornisli  StreamB.— The  weather  las  completely 
changed,  and  the  rivers  for  the  first  time  this  year  are  in 
full  freshet.  From  the  eastern  rivers,  the  Plym  and  the 
Tavy,  come  reports  of  heavy  peal  being  taken  with  rod 
and  line.  Three  or  four  have  been  taken  on  the  Fowey, 
which  ia  slightly  earlier  than  the  Camel ;  but  in  the  latter 
a  fresh  run  salmon  of  151b.  was  picked  up  dead  at  Dun- 
meer,  having  evidently  been  killed  by  the  water  wheel. 
Trout  fishing  is,  except  for  worm,  just  now  poor,  the  trout 
feeding  principally  on  ground  food. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Parningham,  &c.).— On  Saturday  the 
Lien  water  was  crowded,  but  only  one  or  two  good  fish 
were  taken,  the  wind  being  very  strong  and  downstream. 
There  was  little  rise,  and  that  little  apparently  at  smuts, 
for  a  fine  fish  was  hooked  (and,  of  course,  lost)  on  one  of 
these  cui  S3S.  I  did  not  even  touch  a  fish,  though  I  offered 
them  all  the  delicacies  of  the  season,  served  on  the  finest 
tackle.  On  Monday  evening  the  fish  were  fairly  on,  and  I 
hooked  four  and  landed  three.  My  best  fish  was  a  little 
under  lib.,  and  took  a  small  Sedge;  the  others  mostly 
preferred  a  Blue  Dun.  The  water  is  in  eood  order.— 
J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  river  is  now  in 
flood,  and  anglers  have  welcomed  the  heavy  rains,  which 
will  assist  the  fish  to  move  upwards.  On  Friday  evening, 
Mr.  H.  T.  Diitm  landed  a  fine  salmon  of  nearly  141b. 
The  same  evening  the  same  rod  had  half  a  dozen  nice  trout, 
and  he  has  made  several  other  baskets  of  three  and  four 
brace.  Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  Ackrell,  and  others,  have 
killed  similar  numbers.  Bnckfastleigh  rods  complain  of 
the  smallness  of  the  fish  they  are  getting  ;  but  from  the 
moor  come  reports  of  good  sized  trout  being  killed.— 
Devonian, 

Devonsliire  Streams.— The  streams  are  in  fine 
volume  as  a  result  of  the  heavy  rains,  and  sport  should 
now  improve.  Peal  are  commencing  to  run  on  several 
eonthern'  streams,  and  the  few  fish  killed  include  an 
8-pounder  by  Admiral  Sir  Robert  Harris.  Salmon  fishing 
remains  very  quiet,  alth  ough  abeauty  of  nearly  141b.  has  been 
killed  on  the  Dart.  The  net  men,  too,  on  the  Teign  have 
had  a  few.  Pollack  are  reported  as  plentiful  in  this  last- 
named  river.  It  is  satisfactory  to  hear  that  the  fungus 
disease  among  salmon  in  the  Taw  and  Torridge  is  on  the 
decrease,  although  a  few  case.s  have  been  noticed  this 
season.  Trouting  on  the  border  streams  has  yielded 
baskets  up  to  a  dozen  of  nice  sized  fish,  the  Peacock  Blue 


being  a  good  killer.  Takes  on  the  Avon,  Dart,  and  other 
South  Devon  streams,  however,  are  small,  and  have  rarely 
beon  more  than  half  a  dozen  for  the  past  couple  of  weeks. 
— Devonian'. 

Sast  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 

We  have  had  a  lot  of  rain  during  the  past  three  or  four 
days,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  flood  water  down  the 
rivers.  The  fishing  should  be  gocd  for  some  time  to  come. 
I  saw  a  nice  catch  of  trout  taken  on  worm  a  few  days  ago 
on  the  Eastern  Cleddau. — H. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Consequent  upon  the  cold  winds,  and 
rain  that  has  fallen  in  the  district  during  the  week,  very 
little  angling  has  been  done  on  this  river.  The  only 
catches  to  hand  are  ;  Mr.  R.  Linton,  twelve  brace ;  and 
Mr.  Weasley,  eight  brace. — J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire,  &c.).— The 
raia  that  has  fallen  during  this  last  week  has  made  a 
considerable  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  water- 
courses. It  has  been  too  dull,  gloomy,  and  wet,  however, 
for  much  improvement  in  spjrt  obtainable.  For  bottom 
fithing  the  chances  are  certainly  much  better,  but  the 
advent  of  sunshine  is  required  to  make  a  stir  in  the  world 
of  fly  life.  Very  little  sport  has  been  liad  since  last 
writing. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  rainfall  of  the 
last  few  days  has  been  productive  of  improvement  in  the 
sport  with  trout  below  Retford.  Several  Lochleven 
specimens  have  been  got  with  worm,  running  up  to  about 
lib.  each.  Chub  and  roach  have  also  been  taken,  the 
former  up  to  21b.,  by  the  same  means,  but  being  out  of 
season  they  were  returned.  Fly  fishing  on  the  upper 
waters  has  been  very  poor.  Some  few  fish  have  been  taken 
on  the  Ryton.  I  hear  that  an  effort  has  been  made  in  the 
direction  of  re-stocking  the  drains  about  Headley.  One 
gentleman  has  turred  in  nearly  60  stone  of  reach,  bream, 
and  tench.    This  speaks  well  for  sport  later  on. — L. 

Iiake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— Mr.  Dew, 
Bangor,  took  nine  fine  trout  on  Friday  afternoon ;  and  Mr. 
Edwards,  Holyhead,  in  the  evening,  five,  weighing  41b. 
The  writer  took  eleven  a  few  days  previous.  Best  flies : 
Mallard  and  Claret,  Mallard  and  Scarlet,  Lake  full,  and 
prospects  promising. — W.  H. 

Lark  (Icklingham,  &c.), — The  recent  rains  have 
done  much  to  improve  sport  during  the  last  week.  With 
the  wind  in  the  south,  fish  have  been  feeding  better.  A 
very  fine  trout  has  been  taken  at  Barton  Mills,  of  lOflb., 
by  a  gentleman  staying  there.  Several  more  pike  still 
continue  to  be  caught  up  to  4Ib. ;  also  a  few  small  trout 
have  been  secured  of  lloz.  and  15oz.  River  in  better  con- 
dition just  now, — A,  E.  K. 

Lea'— Opening  ofthe  Tkout  Fishing  Season.— 
May  1  witnessed  the  opening  of  another  trout  fishing 
season  up  the  Lea,  and  on  the  same  day  eel  fishing  also 
began.  Conditions  were  fairly  favourable  for  the  opening 
day  among  the  trout,  but  the  suocsssion  of  cold  winds 
had  no  doubt  caused  many  fish  to  keep  down.  Following 
the  raias,  the  river  was  fresh,  but  very  low,  and  a  good 
storm  or  two  would  do  it  no  harm.  The  heavy  rti  i  which 
feU  on  Sunday  afternoon,  if  not  appreciated  hj  those 
anglers  who  were  caught  in  it,  was  welcome  nevertheless, 
as  it  would  benefit  both  fish  and  river.  There  was  a  goad 
turn  out  of  anglers,  and  some  nice  trout  were  taken  in 
the  Hertford  waters  of  the  Lea,  Elsewhere  little  was 
done.  The  big  trout  at  Bye  House,  although  tried  for, 
has  not  yet  been  taken,  though  I  should  never  be  surprised 
to  hear  of  its  capture  any  day  now.  In  the  Ware  district 
some  nice  trout  have  their  haunt.  The  rains  have 
improved  the  river's  condition  here,  although  there  was 
on  Wednesday  rathera  nasty  scum  on  the  surface.  There  are 
no  trout  reported  caught  at  St.  Margaret's  or  Broxbourne. 
At  Dobb's  Weir  there  are  some  good  trout  on  the  move. 
Just  before  the  roach  fishing  season  closed  two  fine  trout, 
it  will  be  remembered,  were  caught  and  returned  there. 
With  reference  to  the  trout  landed  at  Hertford,  my 
information  is  that  nearly  a  dozen  brace  has  been  secured. 
This  is  not  bad  for  the  Lea,  which  in  some  quarters  is  said 
to  hold  no  coarse  fish,  no  trout — to  be  "fished  out,"  in 
fact.  Really  !  The  successful  anglers  have  included  Mr. 
Tebbutt,  four  trout,  31b.  5oz.,  31b.  2oz.,  21b.  4oz.,  and 
lib.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Harringtone,  one,  31b. ;  Mr,  A,  Savage, 
a  brace,  31b.  ;  Mr,  Story,  one  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  C.  Mead, 
one,  lib,  6oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Gian,  one,  21b, ;  Mr.  Stocker 
(London),  three  trout ;  Mr.  Jefferys,  one  trout,  l|lb.  Two 
other  anglers  have  also  killed  a  brace  of  trout  each.  In 
the  Hertford  Angling  Association's  subscription  waters, 
Mr,  Walter  G.  Garratt  took,  with  the  fly,  a  very  pretty 
trout  of  2|lb.,  one  of  IJlb.,  a!sj  two  other  trout,  which 
were  returned,  while  he  rose  several  more  fish.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Connellan,  in  the  Beaue,  landed  and  returned  a 
brace  of  small  trout.  They  were  taken  on  a  Red  Ant, 
The  Beane  came  down  very  thick  after  the  rain.  The  Lea 
wants  a  good  flushing.  At  Hoddesdon,  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
W.  Huddlestone  shot  two  otters  while  on  the  banks  of  the 
Lea,  near  the  Stone  Bridge.  A  case  of  pollution  is 
notified  from  the  Bonder's  End  district,  but,  fortunately, 
no  fish  are  reported  destroyed.  The  authorities  are 
inquiring  into  the  matter. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  in  good  order  for  fishing  for 
some  weeks,  but  a  change  came  on  Tuesday.  Owing  to 
the  heavy  falls  of  rain  there  is  a  lot  of  outfall  water  in 
them,  and  they  are  slightly  stained.  The  weather  has 
been  against  angling,  with  rain  and  cold  east  winds,  and 
only  a  tew  rods  have  been  out.  A  few  rods  have  been  out 
at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  and  used  Blue  Dun,  Iron 
Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  Stone  Fly,  and  March  Brovra,  and 
some  nice  sized  fish  have  been  landed.  The  rain  has 
improved  the  prospects,  and  with  warm  weather  sport  will 
be  good  next  week  in  both  streams,  and  good  baskets  of 
fish  landed. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Xinpfsland). — 
Rain  at  the  close  of  last  week  caused  a  slight  rise  of  stained 
water,  now  fining,  the  river  being  in  first  class  order ;  yet 


sport  is  not  good,  the  weather  being  very  unsettled,  and 
the  wind  mostly  cast  and  north-east,  although  it  has 
changed  to-day  to  south  or  thereabouts.  The  glass  still 
keeps  low.  Dies  for  present  use  should  be  Stone,  Blue 
Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Grey  Spinner,  whilst  the 
Alderand  Orange  Pahuer are  both  due.— R.  T.  Williams*. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers, — The  rains  of  the 
past  few  weeks  have  freshened  our  streams  up,  and  put  a 
nice  flow  of  water  in  them,  and  it  was  hoped  by  the  wet- 
fly  fishermen  that  it  would  have  a  good  effect  upon  sport. 
Fish  are  very  shy,  however,  and  rise  short  to  the  artificial 
fly,  and  mostly  of  the  small  order.  A  few  fieh  have  been 
taken  on  the  Blythe  with  March  Brown  and  Palmers ;  on 
the  Meese  by  Blue  Dun,  and  on  the  C'hurnet  by  Cockwing 
Dun.  Much  rain  has  fallen  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  the 
glass  is  going  up  ;  should  the  weather  take  up  somewhat, 
sport  would  probably  improve,  particularly  on  the  dry-fly 
reaches  of  the  Dove. — P.  W.  Dale. 

Onny  and  Flowden  Waters  (Craven  Arms).— 
Wind  variable,  chiefly  north-east.  Water  stained,  but 
fairly  high.  No  rods  out.  Good  sport  ij  anticipated  in  a 
week  from  this  with  less  stormy  weather. — Truth. 

Otter  (Salterton,  Devon).— The  late  heavy  rains  have 
swollen  the  river,  and  it  is  at  present  time  of  writing 
(May  4)  both  full  and  highly  coloured.  Aa  soon  as  it  has 
run  clear  the  good  effects  of  the  freshet  are  snre  to  be 
apparent.  The  fish  are  now  in  as  good  condition  as  they 
will  be  this  season,  and  show  splendid  sport.  A  specimen 
fish  of  2|lb.  is  reported  to  have  been  taken  near  Ottery  St. 
Mary  with  fly  a  short  time  ago. — Herox. 

Plymouth, — The  rivers  are  greatly  improved  since  laat 
week.  Peal  are  running  up,  and  several  have  been  taken, 
both  in  the  Tavy  and  the  Dart.  A  lot  of  fishermen  ivere 
cut  to-day,  in  spite  of  the  hail  shower  we  had  in  the 
morning,  which  I  hear  was  very  local ;  some  parts  of  the 
moor  they  only  had  a  little  rain.  We  had  an  extraordinary 
hail  storm  here,  and  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-five 
minutes  nearly  an  inch  of  rainfall  was  registered.  This,  I 
believe,  is  about  four  times  as  much  than  has  ever  been 
known  before. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — During  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week  much 
rain  has  fallen  in  this  neighbourhood,  accompanied  by 
stormy  weather  and  very  cold  winds,  so  that,  as  far  as 
fly  fishing  is  concerned,  angHng  has  been  altogether  at  a 
standstill,  and  all  thsse  rivers  have  been  out  of  condition  ; 
but  at  present  are  rapidly  recovering,  and,  with  the 
weather  much  more  seasonable,  in  a  few  dajs  they  will  be 
in  good  order  for  the  fly.  Angling  visitors  to  this  neigh- 
bourhood who  wish  to  fish  the  Tanat  cannot  now  do  so  in 
any  part  without  a  permit,  and  Sunday  fishing  is 
altogether  prohibited ;  and  the  riparian  owners  are  now 
very  cautious  as  to  whom  they  isme  these  permits,  as  the 
privileges  granted  by  them  are  not  altogether  appreciated 
as  they  should  be. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers. — The  past  week  has 
been  warm  and  showery,  but  rain,  although  clouding  the 
water,  has  not  fallen  in  sufficient  volume  to  clear  the  rivers 
of  weeds  and  debris.  Dace  are  rising  to  fly  in  the  Ouse, 
where  fly  only  is  allowed  from  May  1  to  June  15.  Mr. 
McFarlane  had  a  nice  trout  of  41b.  2oz.  from  private 
water  above  Barcombe.  The  stagnant  state  of  the  river  is 
playing  havoc  with  the  trout — another  fish,  of  "lb.,  was 
found  dead  this  week.  Bejords  of  trout  from  ths  Ouse 
are  nil  ;  but  the  Bother  has  yielded  a  few  good  fish.  The 
heaviest  notified  was  taken  with  minnow,  and  weigh©  1 
21b.  3oz.  Roach  are  spawning  in  most  waters,  and  pike 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  brooks  and  tributaries  of  the  Ouse, 
The  harbour  anglers  have  had  good  sport  among  the  smelt, 
Mr.  George  Moore  and  a  friend  recently  captured  thirteen 
dozen  at  one  tide ;  while  Mr.  Young  and  friend,  fishing  in 
Mr.  Fame's  millpond,  secured  forty-two  dozen;  but  here, 
of  00UTS3,  the  water  is  bayed  back  as  the  tide  recedes. 
These  fish  are  now  of  exceptional  size,  and  afford  good 
sport. — George  P.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — The  rain  has  increased  all 
rivers  in  North  Devon,  and  when  it  has  cleared  some  good 
fishing  will  be  had.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  extra 
large  bags,  but  here  and  there  the  gentlemen  are  satisfied 
with  the  sport.  Net  fishing  commenced  Monday,  and  six 
or  seven  fresh  run  salmon  were  kiQed.  The  heavy  rains 
will  spoil  their  chances,  as  the  fish  will  run  up  the  rivers. 
— Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  river  ia 
now  in  excsllent  condition  for  fishing,  thanks  to  a  lot  of 
rain,  and  should  continue  so  for  some  time. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow), — The  Teme  in  this  district  has  been 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level  up  to  Wednesday,  when  it 
became  slightly  stained,  owing  to  Ihi  heavy  falls  of  rain 
which  were  had  on  Sunday  and  the  following  days.  The 
weather  has  been  anything  but  good  for  angling  this  week. 
Raia,  cold  nights,  and  very  strong  east  and  south-east 
winds  have  prevented  a  good  few  anglers  going  out.  The 
fish  up  to  Tue-.day  were  rising  well  in  this  part,  and  were 
taking  fly  freely.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  bave 
used  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Cowdung,  Stone  Fly, 
Grey  Spinner,  Yellow  Dun,  Iron  Dun.  Bottom  fishing 
has  been  more  brisk  since  the  rain,  and  the  fish  have  taken 
worm  well,  and  some  good  trout  have  been  landed.  Rain 
still  threatens,  and  the  water  is  expected  to  be  coloured 
by  the  end  of  the  week.  On  Monday  some  nice  trout 
were  laLded  with  Blue  Dun  and  Cowdang,  Minnow 
fishing  has  been  tried  under  lha  weirs,  and  large  trout 
landed.  This  kind  of  fishing  is  not  allowed  in  the  private 
waters.  With  a  few  fine  days  fishing  will  be  brisk,  and 
good  dishes  of  fish  landed.  The  otter  hounds  were  out  on 
the  Clun  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  found  near  Pnrslow, 
and  after  a  good  hunt  of  one  hour  and  a  half  killed  a  fine 
otter  weighing  231b.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  stained,  and  little  done  in  them  this 
week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  weather  in  this  part  has  been 
very  changeable,  and  some  heavy  falls  of  rain  have  been 
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had,  accompanied  with  high  winds  and  cold  nights,  and 
made  it  very  uncomfortable  for  angling.  The  water  has 
been  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  but  the  rain  will  cause  the 
river  to  rise  and  colour,  and  it  will  be  stained  by  the  end 
of  the  week.  A  few  anglers  were  out  at  the  beginuiag  of 
the  week,  when  the  water  was  in  order,  and  trout  rose 
fairly  well,  and  several  nice  trout  were  taken,  but  sport 
will  not  ha  good  until  the  weather  takes  up  fine  and 
-warm. — Worcester. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).-Rain  fell  heavily  on  Thurs- 
day,  but  with  )ittle  result,  as  the  river  only  rose  a  few 
inches.  On  Saturday  the  water  was  a  little  higher 
safticient  to  make  the  fish  travel,  I  should  think.  I  hear 
of  a  salmon  being  caught  at  the  Kook  Pool  last  week 
weighing  over  331b.  I  congratulate  the  lucky  angler 
whose  nama  I  forget.  Mr.  Goodwin,  staying  at  the  Bell 
Motel,  Llangromey,  fishing  the  Mardy  water,  caught,  on 
fcS^l' ^'^>  ^""^  l-'lb.  weight;  May  1,  one, 

18ilb. ;  2nd,  one,  101b,  also  one,  121b.— Eknle  Dela- 

riELD. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— Rivers 
are  now  m  very  fair  order  for  fishing;  but  the  varying 
cold  winds  of  the  last  week  hag  been  very  trying  to  the 
fly  fisherman  The  largest  trout  caught  here  this  season 
was  caught  by  a  local  fisherman  last  week,  SJlb  The 
season  so  far  is  up  to  the  average  of  previous  seasons.— 

PONTSENNT, 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— The  rain  of 
the  pist  week  or  so  has  been  welcomed  in  the  Fen  district, 
north  of  Boston.  The  breeding  of  fish  in  these  drains  is 
progressing  satistac^orily.  Roach  and  bream  are  now 
busily  engaged  in  spawning,  and  mild  weather  only  is 
required  to  complete  operations.  Large  quantities  have 
been  noticed  in  the  Keleey  Drain.  The  drains  about  Old 
I^eake  have  shown  fish  similarly  engaged.  At  this  rate, 
roach  should  be  ready  for  sport  in  mid-June.  The  weather 
has  been  too  stormy  this  last  week  for  much  to  be  done 
among  the  trout.  As  soon  as  the  weather  clears,  however 
trout  hshers  should  he  well  engaged.— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire^.— The  unsettled 
weather  we  have  had  during  the  past  week  has  been  detri- 
mental to  fly  fishing.  A  few  fish  have  been  caught  on  the 
Wye  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent,  and  the  Hather-' 
sage  and  Chatsworth  lengths  have  yielded  several  brace  of 
,  best  fish,  however,  have  been  obtained  from 
the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Asssociation's  watsr, 

••  1   J  landing  a  brace  of  trout,  one  of  which 

weighed  21b  4o2.  and  the  other  lib.;  taken  from  the  deep 
water  at  Matlock  Bath.  There  is  a  good  prospect,  as  the 
rivers  have  been  freshened  wit'a  the  recent  rains,  but  not 
suftcient  to  make  them  too  high.  Useful  flies  are  :  Ash 
Dun,  Blue  Dun  Ohve  Dun,  Black  Gnat,  and  Cliret  and 
Jurnace  Bumbles.— Dotterel. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) 

—The  weather  has  of  late  been  so  stormy  that  boats  could 
hardly  face  it  on  the  lochs.  Since  last  reported,  Mr.  Frost, 
_  One  ft,  made  the  following  baskets  under  adverse  circum- 
stances :  On  25th  ult.,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirteen  trout,  oilb. ; 
on  ^bth  on  Loch  Boarlan  (two  hours  only),  twenty-two 
trout,  641b.  ;  on  27th,  on  same  loch  (one  hour  only) 
fourteen  trout,  5|lb.  ;  on  28th,  on  Loch  Urigill  (from' 
which  he  was  blown  off  by  the  gale  after  two  hours' 
tshing),  twenty-two  trout,  81b.— B. 

Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  the  2nd, 
Messrs.  Grimble  and  Holford  had  a  salmon,  141b  and 
some  brown  trout,  two  of  them  weighing  21b  eich  '  Mr 
Macdonald  had  also  a  salmon,  141b.— D.  Macdonal'd. 

T  ■E'?'^*®^,  Liddle.— On  Monday  last  Esk  and 

-L^adJe  and  their  numerous  tributaries,  including  Ewes, 
Wauchope,  Tarras,  Hermitage,  Stennish  Water,  Meggat 
and  other  smaller  streams,  were  opened  for  bait  fishing! 
During  the  last  fortnight  some  good  baskets  have  been 
made.  Mr.  J.  Smith  had  one  yellow  trout  weighing  21b  . 
and  another  one  IJlb.,  in  his  well-filled  basket.  Mr  J 
Beattie  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout,  one  weighin<r 
lilb.  Sea  trout  have  now  been  seen  in  the  Esk,  and  one 
angler  had  hold  of  one,  but  lost  it.  However,  that  class 
ot  fish  13  likely  to  be  scarce  for  same  time  yet. 
Ihe  Hermitage  water  is  affording  gcod  sport  in 
jellow  trout,  and  several  Newcastleton  anglers  have 
obtained  good  baskets  in  that  historic  stream 
One  yellow  trout,  taken  from  the  Hermitage,  weighed 
21b.,  and  two  others  weighed  lib,  each.  The  Hermitage 
IS  within  easy  distance  trom  Newcistleton,  and  easilv 
fashed.  Mr.  Chalmers  (Bolton),  Mr.  Watt  (advocate, 
Edinburgh),  and  Mr.  Harrison  (Edinburgh),  have  had 
fair  baskets,  both  m  the  Esk  and  Liddle.  Mr.  R.  Graham 
had  a  dozen  yellow  (rout  at  a  fishing.  Mr.  Moffat  and 
Mr.  J.  Hawkins  had  good  baskets  of  yellosv  trout  in  the 
Langholm  water.  Mr.  Thomas  Steel,  Edinburgh,  fishing 
in  the  same  water,  had  one  dozen  yellow  trout,  all  in  grand 
condition.  There  is  little  doing  in  the  Canonbie  and 
Liongtown  waters,  and  few  anglers  have  been  out  The 
spring  silmon  season  may  now  be  considered  at  an  end 
It  has  been  a  most  disappointing  one  from  the  beginning' 
1  here  were  several  floods  last  week,  and  the  rivers  will  be 
well  cleared  of  smolts.  The  weather  seems  fairly  well 
settled,  and  good  sport  may  now  be  looked  forward  to  — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Breaflalbane  Arms  (Aberfeldy).-Mr.  Sturrock, 
fishing  the  Tayfrom  the  Breadalbane  Arms,  got  a  nice 
basket  of  trout,  weighing  Silb. 

Carron   (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N  B  1  —  On 

Thursday  last,  Mr.  Munro,  Gledfield,  on  Sir  Kenneth 
J.  Matheson  s  rod,  landed  a  salmon  on  Gledfield  water  • 
Mr.  Payne,  Braelangwell  Lodge,  caught  three  salmon  on 
BraelangweU  water ;  and  Mr.  Jack  Payne,  one  salmon 
Ihey  averaged  about  yib.  each.  On  Friday,  Mr  Munro 
had  another  nice  salmon  of  about  91b.,  on  Gledfield  water 
liast  week  was  very  w^t,  almost  continuously ;  butfl,tthe 


begioniDg  of  this  week  it  was  bright  and  hot,  and  water  in 
capital  order. — B. 
Conon  (Conon  Bridge  Hotel,  Ross-shire).— The 

Brahan  Castle  wafer  has  this  year  yielded  exceptionally 
nood  sport  to  Messrs.  St.  Vincent  and  Mervyn  Peel 
Wales.  During  the  months  of  March  and  April  they 
landed  eighty-four  salmon,  ranging  from  61b.  to  IThlh 
besides  a  number  of  trout  of  good  weight  and  quality 
Altogether,  the  tp^rt  obtained  has  bsen  the  best  by  two 
rods  during  the  past  thirty  years.— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).- For  some  time  past  the 
weather  has  been  very  wet  and  boisterous,  and  angling  has 
been  very  backward.  In  the  end  of  last  week  the  river 
was  m  heavy  spate,  and  of  a  dirty  colour.  A  large  number 
of  smolts  were  brought  down  with  the  heavy  stream  and 
they  proved  very  troublesome  to  anglers.  On  the  Blair- 
more  water  on  the  26th  ult.,  Mr.  A.  Gauld,  keeper,  had  a 
salmon  of  641b.,  caught  by  a  trout  fly,  March  Brown.  Up 
to  the  middle  of  this  week  the  water  was  not  in  order  for 
fishing,  and  few  trout  are  getting.  The  -river  was  also  too 
swollen  for  the  net  fishermen,  and  for  the  week  the  day 
fishermen  did  not  get  a  fish,  and  only  one  or  two  fish  were 
got  by  the  night  fishermen.  On  Wednesday  morning  a 
box  containing  six  salmon  was  sent  south.  On  the  coast 
the  nets  were  almost  blank,  scarcely  a  salmon  having  been 
taken  from  the  nets  at  the  several  stations.  Pew  salmon 
are  meantime  on  the  coast  or  river. — H.  W. 

Dochart.-Capt.  M.  D.  Murray,'  out  fr.m  Luib 
Hotel,  on  Saturday,  Lai  eight  trout,  4Ib ;  on  Monday 
nineteen,  61b. ;  on  Tuesday,  twenty-four,  8|lb.— Donald 
McNaughton. 

Loch  Awe  (Loch  Awe  Hotel).— The  following 
baskets  have  been  taken  recently  ;  Mr.  Jeffrey,  six  trout  • 
Mr.  Grahame,  six;  Mr.  MacLagan,  sis;  Mr  Jeffrey' 
seven  ;  Mr.  MacLagan,  five ;  Mr.  Trevanion,  five ;  Capt! 
Price,  five;  Mr.  Grahame,  nine  and  fourteen  -  Mr  Tre- 
vanion, nine;  Mr.  Grahame,  five;  Mr.  McFarlane,  nine 
and  eleven  ;  Mr.  Trevanion,  five  and  ten  ;  Mr.  McFarlane 
fifteen  ;  Mrs.  Carter,  seven  ;  Mr.  McFarlane,  sixteen  and 
eleven. — D.  Feaser. 

Lochboisdale  Hotel  (South  Uist).— April  21, 
Messrs.  Scott  and  Lockhart,  on  Loch  Bornish,  SJlb.  brown 
trout;  Dr.  Lawne,  on  Upper  Kildoaan,  4ilb.  22nd,  Dr. 
Lawrie  and  Dr.  Robertson,  on  Hallan,  six  trout,  5f  lb  ; 
Messrs.  Lockhart  and  Scott,  on  Loch  Bornish,  eleven  brown 
trout,  lOjlb.  23rd,  Messrs.  Lockba-t  and  Scott,  on  Loch 
Bornish  101b.  26th,  Messrs.  Scott  and  Lockhirt,  on 
U  pper  Kildonan,  8|lb. ;  Dr.  Robertson  and  Dr.  Lawrie, 
on  Loch  Bornish,  81b.  27th,  Messrs.  Lockhart  and  Scott, 
on  Upper  Kildonan,  lOJlb.  28th,  Messrs.  Scott  and 
Lockhart,  on  Loch  Bornish,  lO^lb. ;  Dr.  Lawrie  and  Dr 
Robertson,  on  Loch  Bornish,  8|lb.  29th,  Messrs.  Lock- 
hart and  Scott,  on  Loch  Bornish,  4Jlb. ;  Dr.  Robertson 
and  Dr.  Lawne,  on  Loch  Halkn,  2|l)o.  30th,  Messrs. 
Scott  aad  Lockhart,  on  Lower  Bornish,  lOJlb.  Dr 
Lawrie,  on  One  Tree  Loch,  4Jlb. ;  Dr.  Robertson,  on 
One  Tree  Loch,  SJlb.— S.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel).  — Out 
trom  Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Donald 
FerguEon  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cuthill,  fishing  on  Loch  Chon 
caught  twenty-nine  trout,  weighing  161b.  On  Tuesday' 
Mr  Charles  Mclntyre,  fishing  on  Lech  Katrine,  caught 
eight  trout,  the  heaviest  weighing  IHb.  —  Donald 
Ferguson. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— Much  colder  weather  has  been 
experienced  since  last  report,  with  gales  and  a  copious  rain- 
tall,  and  baskets  have  been  lighter.  The  best  results  con- 
tinue to  be  got  with  fly.  Four  clubs  were  on  t,  viz . ,  the  Perth 
Glasgow  Wanderers,  Perthshire,  and  Paisley  St.  Mirin. 
i  he  Peith  Club  was  the  most  successful,  thirteen  members 
paving  captured  fifty-eight  trout,  which  weighed  421b. 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  was  awarded  first  prize  with  fifteen 
toout  71b.  12oz.  This  was  the  heaviest  prize  basket 
Ihe  heaviest  trout  was  killed  with  fly  by  Mr.  J  Lang  of 
the  St.  Minn  Club,  and  weighed  21b.  lloz.  Mr.  Young 
Aberdour,  had  twenty-two  trout,  201b.;  Mr.  Bennet, 
BaiUieston,  thirteen,  131b.  ;  Dr.  Allum  and  Mr.  Dunlop 
Bridge  of  Allan,  tweiity  six,  171b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Annandale, 
Edinburgh,  twenty-two,  221b.  ;  Mr.  Griffiths,  Falkirk, 
eleven,  91b.;  Mr.  Wright,  Perth,  eleven,  101b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  G.  H.  Dunsmure,  London,  twelve,  81b.  8oz  ■  Mr 
Forsyth  and  Mr.  McReddie,  Glasgow,  had  eight,  i21b  • 
Mr.  Mactaggart,  India,  thirteen,  101b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Kelsill' 
Crieff,  twenty,  151b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Dunsmure,  Callander, 
fourteen,  111b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Sloan,  Glasgow,  fifteen,  111b. 
During  Apnl  1802  trout  were  captured,  with  an  average 
weight  of  13oz.  This  is  the  largest  yield  in  April  for  three 
years,  and  the  fish  have  a'so  been  of  a  larger  size.  In  the 
corresponding  period  last  year  only  459  trout  were  killed 
with  an  average  weight  of  lloz.  Ten  baskets  have  already 
been  secured,  containing  over  201b.  of  trout ;  while  last 
year  only  eighteen  were  got  of  that  weight  during  the 
entire  course  of  the  season.— Robert  Laing 

Melvich  Hot  si  (Sutherlandshire).— On  29th  ult., 
on  the  Halladale,  Mr.  Morrison  had  five  salmon,  weighing 
■'i.T^^''  '  ^^'^         respectively.    On  the 

30th,  Mr.  Tom  Morrison  had  five  salmon,  171b.,  101b.,  91b. 
841b.,  and  81b.  respectively.  On  May  2,  Mr.  Morrison 
had  one  salmon,  ylb.  ;  and  Mr.  McNicol,  Sandside,  three 
salmon,  91b.,  91b.,  and  71b.  respectively.  Local  anglers 
are  havmg  good  catches  of  sea  trout,  which  this  season  are 
far  more  plentiful  than  usual,  weighing  from  31b.  to  21b. 
each.— Alex.  MacIntosh. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Both 
weather  and  state  of  water  have  militated  against  sport 
during  the  past  week.  On  25th  ult.,  Mr.  Oates,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  landed  three  salmon  on  Beat  No.  3;  and  Gen. 
Home,  Syre  Ledge,  three  on  No.  1.  On  26tb,  Major 
Burnell  Milnis,  Dalvina  Ledge,  landed  two  silmon  on 
No.  1.  On  2ath,  the  same  angler  caught  two  salmon  on 
same  beat ;  and  Mr.  Oates,  Dalvina  Lodge,  three,  on  No  2 
On  30th,  Major  Burnell  Milnis  and  Mr.  Oates  landed  one 
salmon  each,  on   Beats  2  and  3  respectively.   At  the 


beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  appeared  to  improve. 

North  and  South  Esks.— Prior  to  Wednesday  last 
sport  was  improving,  but  the  heavy  floods  since  then  have 
put  anglers  entirely  off  the  water.  The  Brechin  trouters 
were  abroad  in  goodly  numbers  with  the  first  rise  in  the 
water,  and  the  following  baskets  were  made  oa  Wednes- 
day: James  Strachan,  111b.;  Jas.  Neish,  111b.  lOoz  • 
Geo.  Forest,  71b.  lOoz. ;  Dr.  Robertson,  71b.  5oz  •  D  K* 
Smart,  01b.  13oz  ;  'Jas.  Lyon  and  David  Smart,  Olb.  I'ooz! 
G.  N. 

Noith-Easfc  of  Scotland.— The  heaviest  rainfall 
recorded  in  the  Noith  of  Scotland  within  recent  years 
commenced  just  as  our  last  week's  report  was  being 
dispatched,  and  continued  almost  without  cessation  from 
ihursday  morning  till  late  on  Saturday,  2  39in.  of  water 
havmg  been  registered  at  the  observatory,  Duthie  Park 
Aberdeen.  Quiet  streams  were  turned  into  roaring  floods' 
and  swellicg  the  rivers  till  in  their  lower  basins  they 
presented  the  appearance  of  a  series  of  lakes  connected  by 
a  swiftly  flowing  river,  in  whose  turbid  waters  young 
trees  and  broken  fencing  could  occasionally  be 
seen  drifting  to  the  sea;  but  the  fishing  banks 
and  pools  were  entirely  out  of  sight  till  Sun- 
day afternoon,  when  the  waters  began  to  disappear 
Irom  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  On  Monday  the  rivers 
were  still_ flooded,  bat  approachable  for  bank  fishing  and 
deep  wading,  and  on  the  succseding  dajs  sport  begin  to 
revive.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  the  floods  will  give 
an  impetus  to  an  early  and  prolific  run  of  grilse.  On  the 
Braemar  s?ction  of  the  river,  Messrs.  Berry  and  Mason 
creeled  during  the  \^63k,  on  Lower  Invercauld  water  two 
of  81b. ;  six,  of  61b.,  Gib.,  81b.,  81b.,  SJlb.,  and  91b.  •  four' 
of  61b.,  71b.,  15Ib.,  and  211b.;  one  of  81b.;  and  five  of 
/lb.,  /  lb.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  Olb. ;  while  Mr.  McPherson  hid 
one  of  8ilb.,  on  the  Fife  Arms  water;  and  Mr.  Howard 
Oolhns,  one  of  61b,,  one  of  71b.,  and  one  of  6Jlb.  on  last 
three  days  of  weak.  On  the  Ballater  and  Balmoral  reaches 
good  sport  was  got  before  the  last  spate.  Since  fh=n 
the  water  has  hardly  got  into  condition  for  these 
parts.  On  the  Cambus  O'May  water,  Mr.  H.  D  Barclay 
landed  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.,  one  of  71b.,  two,  of  61b  and 
91b.,  and  two,  of  91b.  and  161b.  ;  while  Mr.  Percy  Laminc 
creeled  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.,  one  of  lOlb.,  and  two  of 
/lb.  and  141b.  On  the  Glentana  water,  Sir  Wm.  Brooks 
and  guests  had  fair  sport  prior  to  the  flood.  Here  Mr 
CD.  Hay  landed  one  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  Wm.  D.  Hay,  one  of 
/lb.,  and  three,  of  7ilb  ,  lOJlb.,  and  161b.  On  the  Aboyne 
waters,  Mr.  Crawshay  landed  four  fish,  scaling  61b  71b 
71b.,  and  91b. ;  Mr.  Scott,  two,  of  91b.  and  131b.,  and  two! 
ot  91b.  and  941b  ;  while  Mr.  Millburn  had  three  of  71b 
81b.,  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Bush's  gillie,  one  of  121b. ;  Mr.  Clive' 
one  of  _541b. ;  and  Mr.  Crumbell's  gillie,  one  of  81b.  On 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  and  Banchory  reach  2S  angling 
suspended  by  the  flood,  ii  now  beginning  to  revive.' 
On  the  lower  reaches  some  fair  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea 
trout  have  been  made  daily  since  Monday,  chiefly  on  the 
nether  Banchory  and  Heithcot  waters.  On  the  Cults 
free  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay  had  a  good 
basket  of  finnock  and  sea  trout  (heaviest,  l|lb.).  On  the 
Don,  Mr.  Forbes  and  party  had  some  capital  trouting. 
The  salmon  fishings  on  the  coast  improved  considerably 
during  the  week,  good  supplies  being  on  the  market  slabs 
every  day. — G.  M. 

Oykell.— Mr.  Rowse,  Langwell  Lodge,  has  been  fish- 
ing during  the  past  ten  days,  and,  although  circumstances 
have  been  unfavourable,  he  landed  ten  salmon  averaeine 
about  lOIb.  each.— B.  * 
Shin  (Inveran  Hotel,  N.B.).— Since  last  reported 
the  sport  has  been  as  follows :  On  18th  ult.,  Mr.  Johnston 
landed  three  salmon,  weighing  81b.,  91b.,  and  201b.  Mr. 
Evans  was  out  on  21st,  and  got  two  salmon,  of  81b.  and 
91b.  ;  ard  on  22nd,  a  9-pounder.  Mrs.  Parrer  fished  on 
23rd,  and  caught  a  171b.  salmon;  on  25th,  a  16-pouDder; 
and  on  27th,  three  salmon,  weighing  91b.,  lOlb.,  and  161b! 
On  29th,  Mr.  Evans  grassed  two  salmon,  averaging  941b. 
each.  30th  was  a  blank  ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  this  week 
the  prospects  were  excellent. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  Border  rivers  have  been 
running  in  flood  since  Saturday  last.  This  morning  (Wed- 
nesday) they  were  still  heavy  and  discoloured.  A  good 
deal  more  rain  has  fallen  to  day,  and  the  rivers  are  likely 
to  be  again  in  flood  before  to-morrow  (Thursday)  morning. 
There  has  been  very  little  fly  fishing  since  ]a--,t  week's 
notes,  on  account  of  the  unsettled  weather  and  waters. 
Last  week-end  a  number  of  the  tributaries  and  smaller 
rivers  were  fishable  with  fly,  and  a  few  fair  trout  were  , 
caught.  On  the  Galloway  rivers  a  number  cf  rods  were 
out,  and  obtained  moderate  sport.  On  the  Ken  River,  as 
also  on  the  lochs  of  that  district,  a  few  yellow  trout  were 
accounted  for  by  the  rods.  On  the  Galloway  Uir,  Mr. 
W.  Miller  killed  a  dozen  yellow  trout  on  Saturday;  and 
among  some  of  the  more  successful  rods  were  Messrs. 
Scott,  Ewart,  and  Hallidiy,  who  had  fifteen  trout.  Mr. 
W.  Anderson  caught  seven,  Mr.  Thomson  and  another 
rod  killed  eleven,  Mr.  Wallet  and  Mrs.  Wallet  had  eleven 
small  trcu'-,.  Tha  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  and  the 
Gatehouse  Fleet  are  at  present  doing  very  little.  On 
the  Ayrshire  lochs  and  rivers  fly  fishing  showed  an 
improvement,  and  a  number  of  good  baskets  were 
taken.  On  the  Grjffe,  on  Saturday,  a  number  of 
Bridge  of  Weir  rods  were  out,  and  met  with  fairly  good 
sport.  Mr.  William  Caldwell  killed  a  basket  of  71b  ;  Mr. 
A.  Mackie  had  a  creel  weighing  41b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  William 
Crawford  caught  31b.  16oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Miller,  31b.  12oz.  j 
and  Mr.  J.  Ferrie,  31b.  8oz.  A  number  of  other  rods  had 
smaller  we'ghts.  On  Loch  Doon,  Mr.  Murdoch,  of 
Glasgow,  was  out  in  the  Black  Bull  Hotel  boat,  and  met 
with  good  sport  with  fly.  He  killed  fifty-four  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  Higlev  and  friend,  belonging  to  Kilmarnock,  also  met 
with  good  9p)rt.  They  had  about  four  dozen,  which 
weighed  over  101b.  Several  other  rods  were  on^.  fishing 
from  the  side  of  the  loch,  and  had  a  few  fair  sized  fish. 
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On  the  Nith  not  mucli  has  been  done  on  the  lower 
stretches.  In  the  middle  reaches,  as  also  on  the  upper 
waters,  a  number  of  yellow  trout  have  bjen  caught, 
but  during  the  past  few  days  the  water  has 
been  out  of  order.  On  the  Cluden  and  Cairn 
several  rods  out  from  Maxwelltown  and  Dumfries 
had  catches  up  to  a  dozen  or  thereabouts.  On  the  Anaan 
sport  his  been  very  poor  indeed.  The  river  has  never 
been  in  order  tiuce  Friday,  floods  occurring  daily.  A  few 
trout  of  about  four  or  five  to  the  pound  have  been  caught 
^^ith  worm  bait.  Three  weeks  ago  your  correspondent 
called  attention  in  these  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
to  the  large  increase  of  pike  in  this  river.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  mention  that  Mr.  Paeley-Dirom,  the  proprietor 
of  Mount  Annan  water,  has  aciountsd  for  no  less  than 
twenty-six  jack  up  till  Friday  last,  and  his  keeper  brings 
the  total  up  to  thirty-three,  of  which  twenty-seven  were 
killed  out  of  one  pool  (the  Back  of  the  Wood),  the  other 
seven  being  taken  in  the  Salmoa  pool. — Heatheebell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Waltoniins  daring  the  past  ten  days  have  not  been  blessed 
with  the  best  of  weather,  while  the  state  of  the  rivers  has 
also  militated  much  againsi  good  sport.  The  unsettled 
and  broken  weather  has,  during  the  past  week,  kept  the 
rivers  running  very  full,  while  only  as  late  as  yesterday 
(Tuesday)  morning  the  Tweedometer  at  Kelso  Bridge 
registered  3ft.  of  flood  water— both  the  main  streams, 
Tweed  and  Teviot,  running  very  full  and  dirty,  while  all 
the  tributaries  were  also  in  flood.  At  the  present  time 
salmon  angling  is  pretty  near  at  standstill,  although  now 
and  again  a  fish  or  two  is  got  on  the  more  important  and 
favoured  salmon  waters ;  one  fish  of  151b.  having  been 
killed  on  a  stretch  below  Kelso,  on  the  Tweed. 
Notwithstanding  the  various  drawbacks  to  the  trout 
anglers,  many  baskets  hive  been  killed  by  the 
most  expert  and  perseverirg  anglers.  The  most 
succ3E£ful  trout  anglers  have  been :  On  Tweed,  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Jas.  Wright  and  Mr.  John  Wright, 
Sprouston,  had  201b.  between  them.  On  the  same  river, 
last  Wednesday,  Mr.  Williim  Currie  had  13Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
James  Steel,  12Jlb.,  including  one  trout  of  2^lh.  in  grand 
condition ;  while  Mr.  William  Urquhart  killed  51b.  On 
the  Makerstoun  water  (Tweed),  on  Friday  last,  Mr. 
George  Wright,  fisherman,  had  121b.  of  grand  fish.  On 
the  eame  day,  on  another  stretch  of  the  Tweed,  Mr. 
Stewart  had  71b. ;  and  on  the  Eden  (five  miles  from 
Kelso)  he  kiUed  121b.  of  trout,  including  two  of  lib.  each. 
On  Thursday,  the  same  angler,  on  the  same  stream,  had 
81b. ;  and  on  Saturday  he  killed  61b. ;  while  Mr.  William 
Messer  got  SJlb.  on  the  Eden  the  same  day.  On  Monday, 
on  Makerstoun  water,  Mr.  George  Wright  had  91b, 
Yesterday,  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  Robson  had  121b. ;  and  this 
(Wednesday)  morning  Mr.  John  Gibson,  fisherman,  on 
Tweed  water,  killed  91b.  of  fine  trout  with  minnow^. 
On  the  Eden,  Mr.  J.  Messen  has  had  101b.  On 
the  Tweed,  Mr.  G.  Thompson,  71b. ;  Mr.  James 
Hogg,  41b.;  Mr.  E.  G.  Bond,  51b.;  Mr.  Wm. 
Kowley,  31b.  ;  on  the  same  stream,  Mr.  William  Shiell, 
151b. ;  on  the  Leader,  Mr.  J.  Oliver,  71b.;  on  the  Eden, 
Mr.  Jas.  Thomson,  101b. ;  Mr.  T.  Messen,  71b.  ;  Mr. 
James  Hogg,  51b. ;  and  on  the  TweeJ;  Mr.  William  Tait, 
fisherman,  on  the  Banff  mill  stream,  had  7ib.  On  the 
Teviot  some  very  fine  baskets  have  also  been  killed.  Last 
week,  Mr.  Eobert  Robertson  had  51b. ;  Mr.  T.  Pirie,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Charles  Farquharson,  6.^1b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Affleck,  Heiton, 
71b. ;  Mr.  Eobert  Affleck,  5^\h.,  while  many  other  small  ir 
takes  were  got  by  various  anglers.  Mr.  James  Rutherford, 
on  Monday  last,  on  the  Eden,  had  fully  71b.  of  trout, 
besides  having  a  31b.  dish  on  the  TeviDt  on  Saturday. 
The  various  angling  associations  on  the  borders  are  now 
Laving  their  first  competitions  for  the  Eeason.  On 
Monday  last  the  Kelso  Angling  Society  held  their  spring 
competition,  snl  the  sport  was  fair,  althoagh  the 
Tweed  and  Teviot  were  running  more  than  1ft. 
above  their  normal  size,  while  the  weather  was 
bitterly  cold.  The  winners  were  :  1st,  David  Maxwell, 
saddler,  71b.  4oz. ;  2Qd,  R.  E.  Hogarth,  Heiton,  71b.  2oz. ; 
3rd,  Robert  Affleck,  Heiton,  61b.  Joz. ;  4th,  James  Affleck, 
41b.  14oz. ;  5th,  George  Lees,  jun.,  41b.  5oz. ;  6th,  Charles 
Dunn,  31b. ;  7th,  Robert  Robertson,  21b.  ll|oz.  ;  8th,  A. 
McCatcheon,  sen.,  lib.  6oz.  On  Monday  the  Preston 
(Berwickshire)  Club  held  its  annual  competition  on  the 
Whitadder.  The  river  was  in  grand  order,  but  the 
morning  angling  was  spoiled  to  some  extent  by  a  heavy 
mist  which  hung  over  the  river.  Results  :  1st,  Mr.  Peter 
Elliot,  81b.;  2nd.  Mr.  John  Inglis,  61b.  143z.;  3rd,  Mr. 
George  Dippie,  jun.,  6ib.  4Joz. ;  4th,  Mr.  Thomas  Paxton, 
61b.  2|oz. ;  5th,  Mr.  James  Broomfield,  jun.,  51b.  5oz.  ; 
6th,  Mr.  David  Paxton,  41b.  14oz.  ;  7th,  Mr.  William 
Ainslie,  31b.  IS^oz.  ;  8th,  Mr.  Alexander  Dippie, 
31b.  12ioz. ;  9th,  Mr.  Robert  Paxton,  31b.  7Joz. ;  10th, 
Mr.  Alexander  Lawrie,  21b.  14^oz. ;  11th,  Mr.  Henry 
Lawrie,  lib.  15oz. ;  12th,  Mr.  John  Gibson,  lib.  3ioz. ; 
13th,  Mr.  Wilham  Inglis,  15ioz.  Heaviest  dozen,  Mr. 
John  Inglis,  .Sib.  lOfoz.  ;  heaviest  half-dozen,  Mr.  Peter 
BUiot,  21b.  9foz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Peter  Elliot,  13oz.  ; 
greatest  number  of  trout,  Mr.  Thomas  Paxton,  forty-three 
fish  ;  lightest  basket,  Mr.  John  Dippie,  I  joz.  On  Saturday 
the  Greenlaw  (Berwickshire)  Club  held  their  spring 
competition  on  ihs  Blackadder  and  other  streams.  The 
livers  were  in  too  heavy  a  condition  to  admit  of  \e  y  heavy 
baskets,  yet  those  shown  were,  on  the  whole,  exceedingly 
creditable  to  the  anglers.  The  Tweed  salmon  net  fishings 
Lave  improved  considerably  since  my  last  report.  Salmon 
have  become  more  numerous,  over  forty  of  these  fish 
being  landed  by  the  nets  at  one  tide  on  Saturday.  Trout 
are  also  being  got  in  greater  numbers. — Maxwheel. 

Spey. — As  the  weather  during  the  past  week  wa^  of  a 
very  unsettled  nature,  with  cold  easterly  winds,  sport  was 
only  but  fair.  It  is  now  much  milder,  and  when  the  river 
settles  down  after  the  heavy  rainfalls  sport  will  no  doubt 
improve.  On  Wednesday,  on  the  Laggan  water,  Mr. 
Skinner,  Drumiuj  killed  a  fine  fish,  scaUng  301b.,  being 


the  heaviest  we  have  heard  of  being  killed  this  season  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  river.  From  the  Wester  I'jlchies 
water,  on  Monday,  Dr.  Cowie,  Dufftown,  killed  a  salmon 
of  91b. ;  and  on  Wednesday,  another  of  7ilb. ;  while  Mr. 
Hew,  Viewfield  Villa,  had  one  of  7ilb.  on  Tuesday  ;  and 
Mr.  Gumming,  The  Dowans,  two,  of  101b.  and  121b. ;  and 
a  week  since  two  others,  of  71b.  and  81b.  On  the 
Aberlour  House  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
fisherman,  had  one  of  6Jlb. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Since  last  report  the  Tay  has  been  in  flood,  and 
little  or  no  sport  has  been  got,  and  to-night  it  is 
still  raining,  and  there  is  little  chance  of  it  being  in  good 
ply  for  a  day  or  two.  Mr.  C.  A.  Murray,  on  Taymount 
water  on  Monday,  landed  one  salmon  of  181b.  On 
Thursday,  last  week,  one  of  the  Faskally  keepers  caught 
one  salmon,  weighing  151b. ;  and  on  Friday,  Mr.  J.  C.  Drew 
landed  one  of  171b.  On  Monday,  this  week,  one  of  the 
Faskally  keepers  landed  a  salmon  of  20ib. ;  and  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  C.  Drew  kUled  a  fish  of  151b.  A  party 
out  with  a  boat  the  other  day,  on  the  Tummel,  had  rather 
a  singular  experience,  which  indicated  that  there  are  an 
unusual  number  of  fish  in  the  waters.  On  this  occasion  a 
splendid  salmon  rosa  clean  out  of  the  river  and  landed  in 
the  boat,  being  of  course  promptly  dispatched.  The  Perth 
Anglers  held  their  first  stream  competition,  on  the  Tay,  on 
Tuesday.  Ow  ing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  river  very  few 
members  ventured  out.  The  following  are  the  prize 
winners:  Mr.  S.  Emslie,  first,  with  seven  trout,  lOJlb., 
the  largest  weighing  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  W.  B.  Thomson,  second, 
with  4Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Geo.  Muirhead,  third,  with  21b.  14oz. 
—P.  D.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandou  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  anglers  have  been  fairly 
successful  for  the  past  week,  although  the  river  has  been 
in  rather  an  unsettled  state.  The  trout  anglers  also  have 
been  doing  exceptionally  well,  especially  in  the  tidal  water 
near  Innishannon,  Messrs.  Sarsfield,  Ollift'e,  Browne, 
Stanley,  &c.,  having  made  some  fine  baskets. — W.Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork.). — The  river  has  been  in  a 
very  high,  unsettled  state  for  the  past  week,  and 
consequently  sport  has  teen  rather  poor.  When  the 
water  settles  down,  good  sport  is  certain  to  be  had  on  the 
upper  reaches. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Ballinderry  and  Black- 
water  are  in  fair  trim,  and  fronting  has  much  improved. 
On  the  former  river  Mr.  Manelly,  Mr.  Norris,  and  Mr. 
Johnson  had  good  mixed  baskets.  No  appearance  of 
salmon  in  either. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne. — This  river  was  again  too  high  for  trout  fishing 
in  the  beginning  of  the  past  week,  but  to  war  is  the  end  of 
the  week  the  water  got  into  nice  fishing  order,  and  some 
good-sized  trout  were  taken  by  the  following  anglers  : 
Capt.  Savile,  Rifle  Brigade  ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  Mr.  Wood, 
Sergt.  Duff,  R.I.  Const ;  Sergt. -Major  Wise,  and  others. 
The  trout  averaged  in  size  from  |lb.  to  2 Jib.  each,  several 
of  them  scaling  the  latter  weight.  A  number  of  fresh  run 
salmon  have  been  taken  in  the  net  and  box  fishery  cn  the 
Erne  during  the  past  week,  and  salmon  anglers  are  looking 
forward  to  having  a  try  soon,  as  several  clean  run  fish 
were  seen  jumping  in  the  pools  on  the  river  within  the 
past  few  days. — M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels,  Ballina  (Private 
Water). — River  now  in  flood,  but  will  be  in  good  order  in 
a  few  days.  There  is  a  good  show  of  fish  in  the  pools. 
Mr.  Barkworth,  who  is  staying  here,  ki  lad  two  fish  on 
April  29,  weighing  121b.  and  131b. — Manager. 

Inny. — Sea  troit  and  some  peal  are  now  coming  up. 
Brown  and  "  pink  "  trout  are  giving  generally  good  sport, 
e8p3cially  in  the  lower  reaches. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney. — Salmon  angling  is  improving  on  lake  and 
river,  and  some  dozen  fish  wtrj  had  last  week.  On  the 
lower  lake  the  brown  trout  fishing  was  good  last  week,  but 
on  other  waters  sport  in  this  line  was  generally  dull. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork). — The  river  stiU  continues  in  a  very 
unsettled  state,  owing  to  the  constant  heavy  rains.  It 
has  been  reported  that  some  grilse  have  already  made 
their  appearance,  but  as  yet  no  one  has  succeeded  in  land- 
ing one.  On  the  Ashton  Fishery,  Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  on  the 
2nd  inst.,  landed  seven  salmon,  151b.,  141b.,  101b.,  101b., 
8 Jib.,  81b.,  and  71b.  On  Pargus  Fishery,  Capt.  Williams, 
Royal  Artillery,  one,  9ib.  ;  F.  Dale,  81b.  ;  and  J.  P.  Daly, 
one,  81b.  On  the  Ballineadig  Fishery,  Capt.  Hassail, 
Leicistershire  Regiment,  one,  91b.  ;  J.  C.  Daly, 
one,  8ib.  The  following  were  also  successful  on  other 
portions  of  the  river  :  M.  F.  Barry,  lljlb.  ;  J.  Barry, 
81b.  ;  S.  Manning,  81b.  and  10|lb.  On  the  SuUane  river 
and  upper  Lee,  near  Macroom,  on  the  free  water,  a 
number  of  splendid  fish  have  been  landed,  bat  we  have 
not  yet  received  particulars  of  the  weights  or  captors. — W. 
Havnes  and  Son. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle).— Owing  to  a  hard  east  wind 
during  the  last  few  days  the  fishing  was  net  good. 
Yesterday  and  to-day  is  warm  and  soft,  and  the  small  fly 
has  appeared  on  the  lake,  so  that  we  may  look  for  the 
Green  Drake  in  a  weak  or  ten  days,  when  the  prospects  of 
sport  are  excellent.  Several  gentlemen  are  coming  about 
the  12th  inst. — ^Geo.  Andresna. 

Lough  Arrow  (co.  Sligfo). — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  cold  and  unfavourable,  and  sport  poor  in 
consequence.  Mr.  Withall,  stopping  at  Acheson's, 
BaUinary,  killed  three  trout,  21b.,  31b.,  and  3Jlb.,  and 
several  pike. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Conn  (Clo»hans).— Mr.  McNabb  got  two 
salmon,  one  121b,  and  one  131b. ;  also  some  trout, 
averaging  21b.  Mr.  Slater  got  one  salmon,  121b.,  and  a 
big  number  of  trout.  Mr.  Arkle  got  three  salmon,  along 
with  ten  trout  each  day,  averaging  IJlb.  Mr.  Garden  lost 
one  salmon  (ready  for  net),  after  half  an  hour's  play ;  also 
got  some  trout,  averaging  21b.  Dr.  C.  Smith  got  some 
handsome  baskets  of  trout,  averaging  lilb,   Dr,  Mould 


got  two  salmon,  one  Ulb.  and  another  141b.,  along  with 
twenty-six  trout,  averaging  lllj.  Mr.  Hampson  got  three 
salmon,  9ilb.,  lOlb.,  and  131b.  Mr.  Scroope  got  two 
salmon,  one  131b.  and  another  121b.  Good  prospec'.s  for 
next  week.  I  recomoaeiid  Jim  Hearns'  flies  for  the  lough. 
— Td.m  Clarke. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Only  three  salmon  were  had  during  the  past  week,  the 
successful  anglers  being  Major  Crtsswell,  Ned  Dennehy, 
and  Johnny  Brennan,  who  had,  respectively,  fish  of  lOJlb., 
lUb.,  and  9ilb.  The  brown  trout  fishing  has  given 
generally  good  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonour,  co.  Galway).— Angling 
was  excellent  lately.  Mr.  Dames-Longworth,  stopping  at 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  killed  a  fine  pike  of  261b.  The  pike 
i3  being  set  up  by  Williams,  of  Dublin.  A  number  of 
trout  up  to  31b.  were  brought  to  boat. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Melvin.— The  following  anglers  were  the 
most  successful  on  the  lake  tinea  last  report :  Mr.  J. 
Timoney  took  one  salmon  of  S-^lb.  on  26th  ult. ;  Mr.  C.  G. 
took  another,  of  101b.,  on  27th  ult.  ;  Mr.  W.  Slavin  took 
a  salmon  of  91b.  on  29th  ult.  ;  Mr.  G.  Mulhern  took  a 
trout  {Salmo  ferox)  of  71b.  on  2nd  inst. ;  Mr.  J.  Gild- 
feather  took  one  salmon  of  8Jlb.  on  same  day.  Anglers 
staying  at  Scott's  Hotel,  and  fiahing  the  Garrison-  end  of 
the  lake,  took  a  few  salmon  aho.  Trouting  on  the  lake 
was  generally  fair  since  last  report,  and  the  anglais  out 
from  Ballyshantoa,  Belleek,  and  the  surrounding  neigh- 
bourhood had  good  sport  amongst  the  gillaroo  trout  and 
brown  trout  dally.— M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

Lou°;h  Melvin,  Lower  Reaches  (Kinlough 
End). — Weather  bright  and  warm  in  the  early  part  of 
past  week  prevented  successful  fly  angling.  Some  fair 
catches  were  had  in  the  evenings  by  parties  staying  at 
Kialough.  Some  nice  trout  were  had  trolling,  from  lib. 
to  31b.  A  change  to  rain  on  29th  ult.  has  again  improved 
matters.  On  29th,  Mr.  Davidson,  England,  had  two 
dozen  nice  trout ;  on  same  day,  one  salmon,  9|lb.  Mr. 
Drew,  on  30th,  two  dozen  trout,  one  Sah/io /e/-o.f,  41b.  ; 
and  on  the  first  of  month  had  one  and  a  half  dozen,  two  of 
them  scaling  51b.  Prospects  Icok  favourable  from  an 
angling  folnt  of  view.  Quite  a  numberof  English  anglers 
are  arriving  here  in  a  few  days. — P.  Gallagher. 

Lough  Neagh. — In  the  past  week  poUan  fishers  were 
very  sucjessful  in  their  indust'-y.  The  demand  from  the 
cross-channel  markets  and  Billingsgate  was  never  better. 
In  fact,  scarcely  a  fish,  except  the  smallest,  is  obtainable 
at  times  ia  the  local  markets.  Trout  netting  was  attended 
with  fair  success,  plenty  of  them  running  up  to  81b.  and 
91b.  On  the  tributaries  trouting  is  fairly  good,  considering 
the  weather. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  ("Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Brown  trout  continue  to  give  good  spjrt  on  all  the  above 
waters.  The  following  were  the  best  baskets  last  week  on 
the  different  waters :  On  Drenane,  ona  of  three  dozen  ; 
cn  Coppal,  one  of  twenty-nine  ;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of 
twenty-eight;  on  Coomavoher  one  of  thirty;  and  on 
Coomcatcan,  one  of  twenty-seven.  All  those  lakes_  are 
now  in  fine  angling  order,  and  sport  is  likely  to  continue 
good  next  week. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— 
For  ths  past  week  here  very  little  sport  could  be  had 
owing  to  the  unfavourable  weather.  Mr.  Frankworth, 
one  salmon,  131b, ;  Mr.  George  Flynn,  one  salmon,  121b. ; 
Mr.  Scroop,  one  salmon,  12 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Morrison,  on  the 
upper  reaches,  two  salmon,  91b.,  121b.  Trout  fishing  on  the 
lough  is  now  fairly  good.  The  best  catches  were  got  by 
anglers  fijhing  from  Mr.  Tom  Clark's  hotel,  who  had  a 
salmon  occasionally.  Salmon  are  now  in  fair  numbers  in 
river,  and  a  good  many  will  make  their  way  into  the 
lough. — Pat  Heaknes. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— North- 
easterly winds ;  rain  falling  as  I  am  writing.  The  nets 
are  doing  fairly  well,  getting  a  run  of  large  spring  fish. 
Mr.  John  Devers  had  a  fish  on  the  private  waters  for  a 
half  hour,  and  he  got  off,  on  the  1st  inst.  Major  Brooohe 
is  having  good  trout  fishing  at  Runagry  Lodge,  the  largest 
scaling  liflb.  We  are  expacting  the  grille  daily.  Mr. 
Scroope  landed  a  good  sized  fish  on  May  1. — John 
Devers  (Ballina). 

North  Kerry  Rivers.  —  During  the  latter  half  of 
the  past  week  some  fair  sport  was  had  on  the  rivers 
Feale,  Gale,  S  oierlagh,  and  Cashen  at  salmon.  Tne  fish 
captured  ran  from  8lb.  to  151b.,  the  average  weight  being 
about  lllb.  The  heaviest  fish  (15lb.)  was  had  on  the 
Feale  with  the  fly.  Sea  trout  have  not  put  in  an  appaar- 
anee,  but  the  waters  have  not  been  in  condition. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Unpro- 
pitious  weather  and  high  water  have  both  combined  to 
recdar  sport  iu  pjssible  this  week.  On  Saturday,  Major 
Traherne  killed  on  his  preserves  a  springe  r  of  24lb.  On 
same  day,  and  same  water  (lower  beat),  Mr.  W.  A.  H. 
Martin  got  a  13-pounder,  and  D.Ellis  had  a  12-pouider. 
— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Climatic  conditions  have 
not  been  altogether  favoura'ole  to  angling  during  the  week, 
owing  to  heavy  rains  and  stiff  winds.  On  Doonass,  Mr. 
G.  C.  Williams  killed,  27th  ult.,  one  salmon,  23lb. ;  Capt. 
Crabbe,  28th,  two  salmon,  2141b.  and  321b.;  Mr.  R.  B. 
West,  29th,  a  splendid  trout  of  2|lb.  ;  Major  Newington, 
30th,  one  salmon,  261b.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  C.  B. 
Lockwood  killed,  29th,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  May  2,  one 
salmon,  lllb.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed, 
30th,  one  salmon,  341b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr. 
G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  27th,  one  salmon,  22Jlb. ;  23th, 
one  salmoa,  2641b. ;  29ch,  one  salmon,  221b.  ;  Mr.  G.  C. 
WOliams,  on  the  same  water,  killed,  30th,  one  salmon, 
33|lb.— John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Spoit 
has  been  good  on  Derriana  Lake,  Loughnaiska,  Lough- 
namona,  and  Loughillaneeina,  but  on  Longh  Bricdarrig 
not  much  was  done  last  week.  Sport  so  far  on  the  above 
waters  has  bean  confined  to  brown  trout. — T,  J.  D.  . 
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SEA  FISHING. 

Seal  (Th.e  Pier). — Anglers  have  leceutly  experienced 
plenty  of  sport  upon  the  pier,  though  most  of  the  fish 
taken  have  ranged  so  small  as  to  necessitate  their  return 
to  their  native  element.  Mr.  Waddell  took  over  fcjvo  score 
of  dabs  early  on  Saturday  mc  rning,  and  later  ia  the  day 
Dr.  Stroner  and  Mr.  Jellinghans  had  Eome  fair  sport. 
Next  morning  found  Messrs.  Curtiss,  Igglesden,  Strannock, 
Ijinfoot,  Horncistle,  Hingston,  Moore,  and  Stroner  all 
busily  employed,  the  best  catch  of  the  daytotilling  two 
and  a  half  score.  Several  very  nice  plaice  were  iocluded 
in  the  day's  catch.  A  large  number  of  dabs  were  taken 
early  on  Monday  morning,  also  one  large  whiting  and 
several  score  of  small  pouting.  Mr.  Browning  and  his 
boatman  (Cooke)  hid  fair  sport  in  deep  water,  and  brought 
ashore  over  three  score  of  codling  and  pouliog,  but  no 
flat  fish  whatever.  Mr.  Hoare  had  fourteen  good  daba 
before  eight  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  but  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day  matters  were  somewhat  quiet.  To- 
day (Wednesday)  opened  with  strong  squalls  of  wind  acd 
rain,    and    sport    hxs    ruled  very  slow    all  day. — J. 

KiCHARDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal. — On  Saturday  several  anglers  put  in  an  appear- 
ance, bat  nothing  of  importance  was  obtained.  Monday, 
myself  with  Mr.  Budgen  put  out  to  the  S.W.  Buoy  of  the 
Goodwin  ;  but,  owing  to  the  wind  being  dead  against  us, 
W3  were  not  able  to  cast  arc'aor  until  the  ebb  tide  had 
made,  and  then  only  for  a  short  time,  owing  to  the 
weathar  and  strong  breeze,  which  sprang  up  very  sudden, 
and  compelled  us  to  retreat.  In  a  very  short  time  we 
obtained  five  whiting,  one  large  pout,  two  usa  dogs,  one 
spur  dog,  and  a  few  small  pout.  I  anticipate,  with  very 
steady  weather,  to  obtain  some  fair  sporb  in  that  looxlity. 
—Edward  Hangee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollaoking  continues  to  give  good 
sport,  especially  around  Horse  Island  and  Bolas  Head. 
—T.J.  D. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).  —  The  mackerel  fishery  is 
now  yielding  better,  but  has  been  nearly  all  in  the  hands 
of  English  and  Manx  boats.  A  few  anglers  have  tried  for 
pollack  with  fair  success. — T..  J.  D. 

Fljinioiitli. — Spring  pollack  are  well  on  the  feei,  and 
coming  c'o3e  inshore,  and  there  are  several  spots  inside 
the  Sound  where  they  can  be  taken.  The  fish  are  very 
fine,  and  show  good  sport,  either  on  rods  with  fine  tackle, 
or  ordinary  hand-lines  with  double  or  single  gut,  according 
to  the  fancy  of  the  fisherman.  It  is  astonishing  how 
fishermen  differ  with  regard  to  the  rig  for  these  fish — one 
will  have  a  snood  of  about  4yds.  or  oyds.  composed  of  gimp 
and  gut,  with  a  single  biit  at  the  end,  below  a  light 
sinker,  with  a  long  line,  say,  ten  or  fifteen  fathoms  ;  and 
others  will  have  a  short  line,  with  a  sinker  about  ^Ib.  or 
lib.,  and  a  long  snood  of  five  or  six  fathoms.  There  is  an 
advantage  in  the  latter  ingoing  over  rocky  ground,  as  yoa 
can  always  ascertain  the  depths  you  are  fishing  with 
greater  accuracy.  Several  boats  have  had  their  three  and 
four  dozen  apiece.  I  had  a  nice  dish  of  grey  mullet  on 
Saturday.  Tliey  are  on  the  feed  again  at  the  Great 
Western  Docks.  Mackerel  are  being  taken  in  good 
numbers  in  the  offing,  and  whiting  and  p3uting  in  the 
usual  pits. — William  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valeutia. — Pollack  anglers  are  now  having  fair  sport, 
but  nothing  is  being  done  among  bass.  The  nets  are 
doing  well  at  mackerel  around  the  coast  here  at  present. 
— T.  J.  D. 


ANGLING  PROSECUTION  IN  CUP  AH. 

All  interested  in  the  promotion  of  sport  worthy  of  the 
name  on  our  Fife  streams  will  be  gratified  with  (he  result 
of  to-day's  (Wednesday)  conviction  in  Cupar  Sheriif  Court 
of  three  Dundonians  for  fishing  with  salmon  roe  on  the 
Eden.  The  circumstances  attending  the  detection  of  the 
accused  in  flagrante  delicto  at  Tarvit  Mill  Dam  late  on 
Sunday  night,  the  10th  of  last  month,  are  well  known 
to  our  readers.  A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  case 
is  that  while  doubts  appeared  to  exist  in  certain 
quarters  a8  to  whether  a  prosecution  was  competent,  the 
agent  of  the  accused  was  frank  enough  to  say  that  he  him- 
self had  no  hesitation  whatever  in  the  matter.  He  was 
quite  satisfied  a  contravention,  punishable  by  law,  had 
taken  place,  and  he  had  therefore  felt  justified  in  advising 
his  clients  to  plead  guilty.  This  development  proved  that 
the  Dundee  newspaper  paragraphs  that  the  prosecution 
was  to  meet  determined  opposition,  and  that  a  publicly 
subscribed  form  was  being  got  up  for  a  formidable 
defence,  were  either  mere  bluff,  or  that  the  in- 
terested parties  found  cause  to  think  better  of  it. 
In  the  circumstances,  and  with  a  well-advised  plea  of 
guilty  before  him,  the  sheriff  acted  wisely  in  adopting  the 
procurator-fisoal's  suggestion  to  let  off  the  accused  with 
such  a  penalty  as  would  be  sufficient  to  cover  expenses, 
the  purposes  of  the  prosecution  being  served  by  the  clear 
precedent  now  established  that  fishing  with  salmon  roe  on 
our  fresh  water  streams  is  a  criminal  offence.  The  con- 
viction opens  a_  fresh  field  fcr  the  police  constables' 
enterprise,  as  it  is  notorious  how  such  rivers  as  the  Orr, 
the  Kenly,  the  Moutray,  and  others  in  Fife,  are  practically 
ruined  by  salmon  roe  poachers. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs, 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  66,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

8976.    Martin  Ekemberg,  London :    A  process  of 
absorption  of  the  juice  or  "  water "  in 
preserving  fish. 
15,886,   Smethuret :  Fishing  trawl  nets. 


May  8.   

Albert  Piscatorials ;  Dinner  at  Box  Hiil. 
May  9. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Yisit. 

Globe  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Prince  of  Wales  :  Distribution. 

Stepney :  Supper. 
May  10. 

Alma  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

S.L.U.  Visiting  List :  Annual  delegate  meeting. 
May  11. 

Campbell  United :  Distribution. 

Firm  and  True  :  Concert  and  distribution, 

Greenwich  :  Annual  dinner. 

Royal  George  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
May  12. 

Allason  United  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Dinner. 
Cobden  :  Annual  dinner. 
Sundial  :  Supper. 

Woolwich  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
May  13. 
Camden :  Brake  outing. 


May  15. — Collingwood  :  Sea  outing. 

,,  15. — Izaak  Walton  :  Sea  fishing  competition. 

,,  15. — Jolly  Butchers :  Outing  to  Brighton. 

,,  16. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  10. — Bermondsey  Brothers:  Annual  dinner  and 
distribution. 

,,  16. — Clapham  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  10. — Original  Alexandra  :  A. B.S.  concert. 

,,  10. — Victoria  Brothers:  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  17. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  17. — Brunswick  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  17. — Lincoln:  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  17. — Waggoners:  Distribution. 

,,  18. — Cosy:  Concert  and  distribution. 

,,  18. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Supper. 

,,  19. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Supper, 

,,  19. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Dinner. 

,,  19. — Serapis:  Annual  dincer, 

,,  19. — Wenlock  :  Distribution. 

,,  20. — South    Bermondsey    Piscatorials:  Annual 
dinner. 

,,  21. — North-Bast  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution, 

,,  22. — Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

,,  22. — Second  Surrey  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  23. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

,,  23. — Blackfriars:  Supper  and  distribution. 

„  23.— Camden  :  Visit. 

,,  23. — Convivial :  A.B  S.  concert. 

,,  23. — Crown  and  Buckland :  Distribution. 

,,  24. — Clissold  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

, ,  24. — Golden  Barbel :  Annual  supper. 

,,  24. — Original  Alexandra :  Distribution. 

,,  24. — Phosnix  :  Distribution. 

,,  25. — Camden  ;  Supper  and  distribution, 

,,  25. — Highbury:  Dinner  and  presentation, 

,,  25, — Hounsfield  Otters  :  Annual  supper, 

„  26. — Weulock  :  Supper. 


Ecparts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— Last  Monday  evening,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Beckett  presiding,  the  adjourned  annual  meeting 
of  this  association  was  held  and  concluded  at  Foresters' 
Hall,  Clerkenwell.  The  chairman,  in  opening  the  pro- 
ceedings, read  a  letter  from  Mr.  P.  Geen,  dated  from  the 
Fortingall  Hotel,  Glenlyon,  Perthshire,  in  which  he 
thanked  thedelegates  for  the  honour  they  had  done  him  in 
re-electing  him  president  during  his  absence.  Mr.  Geen 
added  that  he  was  much  better,  and  able  to  kill  a  salmon. 
The  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  the  South 
London  visiting  officer  to  the  association,  was  filled  by  the 
election  of  Mr.  Rowles,  of  the  North  Lambeth  Angling 
Society.  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  (Allason  United  Brothers) 
was  also  elected  visiting  oflicer  for  No.  2  district,  Mr. 
Thorling  resigning  the  post  after  eighteen  years'  service. 
Mr.  Manning  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Thorling,  expressing  the  regret  they  all  felt  at  losing 
srch  a  capable  officer.  He  was  one  of  their  oldest 
officers,  and  they  would  all  agree  that  he  had  carried 
out  his  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  everyone.  Mr. 
Malby  seconded,  and  after  Mr.  Castell  and  the 
chairman  had  spoken  in  complimentary  terms  of 
Mr.  Thorling,  the  resolution  was  carried  amid  loud  cheers. 
Mr.  Thorling  replied,  and  said  that  for  certain  reasons  he 
found  that  his  resignation  was  inevitable.  He  thanked 
them  for  their  kind  reception,  and  said  that  during  his 
many  years  of  office  he  had  made  numerous  friends.  In 
connection  with  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  com- 
mittee, the  following  ne.v  members  \\  ere  elected  to  serve 
upon  it  as  representing  the  association,  there  being  three 
vacancies :  Messrs.  Brockett  (Original  Alexandra),  F, 
Newton  (Hoxton  Brothers),  and  Burnham  (Sundial), 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  (Gresham)  was  also  elecled  auditor  to 
the  A. B.S.  A  delegate,  addressing  the  chairman,  said 
that  several  members  of  the  club  he  represented  took 


Central  tickets,  but  in  order  that  they  might,  when  they 
so  thought  fit,  fish  with  the  other  members  who  belonged 
to  the  A. A.,  ha  had  been  instructed  to  suggest  that  the 
latter  association  should  issue  2s.  fishing  tickets  for 
their  waters.  The  chairman,  replying  amid  applause, 
said  that,  after  the  manner  in  which  the  Central 
Association  had  treated  that  association  over  the  amalga- 
mation question,  he  certainly  did  not  see  why  they  should 
throw  open  their  private  fisheries  to  men  holding  C.A.. 
cards.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  was  not  likely  that  they  were 
going  to  expend  money  in  securing  waters  for  the  benefit 
of  another  association.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  did  not  want 
a  bogus  amalgamation  under  another  gu'se.  Reference 
was  made  to  the  selling  of  fresh-water  fish  in  the  clcss 
season  in  the  East  End,  and  on  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
J._  B.  Close,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the 
Fis'amongers' 'Company  for  their  recent  action  in  the 
matter.  Mr.  R.  Ghurney  said  he  felt  certain  that  the 
Fishmongers'  Company  would  always  endeavour  to  protect 
their  interests  ;  and  Mr.  Barber  (Brompton)  abated  that  he 
had  seen  the  company's  notices  with  reference  to  the 
taking  and  sale  of  fresh-water  fish  as  far  out  aa  Acton. 
After  Messis.  Manning,  Thorling,  and  Franklyn  had  given 
in  their  reports  as  visiting  officers,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  closed  the  meeting. — Hon.  Repoetbe. 

Anglers|  Association.— The  monthly  finance  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next. 
May  9,  at  7.30,  and  the  general  committee  at  8.30. — R. 
Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— The  first  com- 
mittee  meeting  of  new  financial  year  will  take  place  on 
Friday  evening  next.  May  13,  at  8.30.  I  beg  to  acknowlege, 
with  thanks,  the  following  annual  subscriptions :  Mr.  P. 
Geen,  f  1  Is.  ;  Izaak  Walton,  10s.  63.  ;  Mr.  W.  W. 
Thompson,  2s.  Od. ;  D.  Leapingwell,  5s. ;  and  £1  from 
the  box  of  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A.S. — R.  Ghurney. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— 
Our  special  meeting  took  place  on  May  4,  and  was  well 
attsnded.  A  resolution  will  be  brought  forward  to  raise 
the  standard  of  all  fish,  as  follows :  Trout,  18in. ;  pike, 
22in. ;  barbel,  18in.  ;  bream,  12in.  ;  chub,  12in.  ;  common 
carp,  12iD.;  Prussian  cxrp,  7in. ;  gudgeon,  5in.  ;  tench, 
loin.;  grayling,  12in. ;  perch,  9in. ;  roach,  9ia. ;  dace, 
7ia. ;  redd,  7in. ;  bleak,  5in.  Our  eighth  annual  dinner 
takes  place  on  May  12.  Members  and  friends  who  have 
promised  prizes  will  please  let  me  have  same  on  or  before 
May  10.  The  chairman  for  this  occasion  is  Mr.  Thos. 
Wells  (of  the  Norfolk  Arms  Hotel,  HoUoway-road,  N.) ; 
dinner  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  We  hold  a  meeting  on  Wednesday 
next  (May  11),  at  9  p  m. — Ben  Abbahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields. — On  May  10  our  sujiper 
and  prize  distribution  will  take  place.  AH  donors  will 
greatly  oblige  if  they  will  kindly  send  on  their  prizes  at 
once.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  any  gentleman 
that  will  give  us  a  look  in  after  9.30.-^J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.- Members  having  friends 
who  intend  sitting  down  to  our  supper  will  pleass  attend 
our  meeting  on  Wednesday,  May  11,  at  nine  sharp.  Our 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  23. — G, 
Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun 

Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  CferkenweU. — On  April  25 
we  received  a  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting 
List.  We  had  a  full  room,  plenty  of  harmony,  and  at  roll 
call  thirteen  clubs  responded.  On  April  28  our  annual 
concert  and  disti  ibution  of  prizes  took  place.  We  had  a 
very  good  muster  of  members  and  friends,  and  a  pleasant 
evening  was  spent.  A  very  good  list  of  prizes  was  received 
for  the  forthcoming  season,  close  on  thirty  being  given, 
which  I  hope  to  see  added  to  shortly. — A.  Cripps. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — Our  sea  fishing 
competition  at  Leigh,  on  May  1,  was  quite  a  success, 
every  member  having  a  good  bag  of  fish,  WiU  all  mem- 
bers endeavour  to  attend  next  'Tuesday  ?  Dinner  tickets 
are  now  ready.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  participate  will 
please  let  me  have  their  names  by  10th  last.  Our  dele- 
gates read  a  satisfactory  report  of  the  Central  Associition 
meeting. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  Wednesday  last, 
when  nearly  forty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a 
splendid  spread,  provided  by  our  worthy  host,  A.  Purkiss. 
After  dinner  the  prizes  were  given  to  the  following 
members:  Mr.  A.  Painter,  first,  with  two  first  prizes, 
two  second  prizes,  largest  roach  from  bank,  and  gross 
weight  from  bank  ;  second,  Mr.  T.  Tiingham,  with  two 
first  prizes,  specimen  bream  prize,  largest  bream  prize, 
and  a  second  prize  from  punt  ;  third,  Mr.  W.  T.  Montague, 
with  a  first  prize  from  punt,  and  a  splendid  rod  presented 
by  Messrs.  Ogden  Smith,  the  local  tackle  dealer,  whom  I 
thank  on  behalf  of  the  members  for  their  grand  prize  ; 
Mr.  C.  Harris,  fourth,  with  a  specimen  bream  prize,  having 
the  largest  bream,  weighing  41b.  OJoz.,  and  a  second  prize  ; 
Mr.  F.  Jones  finishing  up  with  a  specimen  prize  and  a 
second  prize.  Our  prize  list  was  started  for  the  ensuing 
season  by  Mr.  A.  Purkiss  with  £1  Is.  ;  Mr.  E.  Wilson, 
10s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  Keene,  10s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  G.  Fowler,  lOs.  6d.  ; 
A.  Turrell,  10s.  6d. ;  E.  Yates,  10s.  Od.  ;  C.  Yates, 
lOs.  Od. ;  W.  T.  Montague,  10s.  Od.  ;  Mr.  Stratton,  7s.  Od., 
Messrs.  Painter  and  Tringham  giving  prizes,  and  other 
prizes  were  promised  during  season.  Four  new  members 
were  nominated,  and  we  have  room  for  more.  Some  ex- 
cellent harmony  followed, — T.  S.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-strest. — The  annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on 
Monday,  the  10th  inst.,  H.  O,  Hinton,  Esq.,  president,  in 
the  chair.— Alf.  Conn. 
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BlackfHars  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Coaimercial-road,  Lambeth. — Our  visit  on  May  2  was  a 
grand  success,  twenty-five  clubs  answering  the  roll  call. 
"I  have  to  retnrn  my  best  thanks  to  those  gentlemen  who 
contributed  towards  the  harmony.  Will  all  members 
come  np  next  week  and  settle  important  business  ?  Our 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
May  23,  Mr.  J.  K.  Willson  chairman,  Mr.  Gammon,  vice. 
I  should  thank  members  and  friends  if  tbey  will  kindly 
forward  their  promised  prizes  at  once.  We  proposed  Mr. 
Stump  as  a  working  member  of  this  society. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Boss 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — Our  return  visit 
cn  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List  takes  place 
.  on  May  9,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  clubs  well  represented. 
.  The  twenty-sixth  annual  sapper  takes  place  on  Thursdiy, 
May  19,  on  which  occasion  the  chair  will-  be  occupied  by 
Mr.  Ben  Passmt,  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Pailes.  WiU 
members  and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes  kindly 
forward  same,  and  oblige  ? — T.  Paternostee. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.  —  Members  have 
.  mustered  strongly  for  the  last  few  weeks,  and  a  larga 
amount  of  business  was  transacted,  much  attention  being 
paid  to  improving  the  rules,  &c.  Wednesday,  April  27, 
was  quarterly  night,  the  feature  of  which  was  the  retiring 
of  our  esteemed  chairman,  Mr.  E(bson.  I  am  sure  the 
club  will  feel  his  absence  very  keenly,  while,  at  the  same 
Ume,  wishing  tim  every  happiness  iu  his  new  venture. 
Mr.  Barber  was  elected  chairman,  and  the  new  secretary's 
name  is — C.  Ashby. 

Cambridge  Heatli  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — Several  of  our  membsrs  were  out  after 
trout  on  May  1,  but  met  with  poor  sport.  Annual  dinner 
takes  place  on  May  12,  when  I  hope  to  see  every  member 
present,  as  extension  of  licence  has  been  granted  for  that 
night. — P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — We  have  a  visit  on  the 
Central  Association  on  May  23.  Our  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  tikes  place  on  Wednesiay,  May  25. 

— E.  BONALL. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  CoUn 
Campbell,  High  Road,  Kilburn.— Our  dietributicu  of 
prizes  will  take  placj  on  Wednesday,  May  11.  All  members 
who  haye  not  yet  senttheirs  in  please  forward  to  me  at 
63,  Iverson-road,  Kilburn,  and  oblige. — A.  C.  Quick. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road  — A  special  general  meeting  is 
called  for  Tuesday,  May  10,  at  9.30,  on  very  important 
business.  I  beg  to  remind  members  that  I  should  like  all 
outs' anding  prize  money  to  be  paid  ia. — S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— The  nest  visit  wOl  bs  to  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers 
A.S.,  held  at  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Blooms- 
bury, on  Monday  n9xt.  May  9.  The  Foley,  Queen's 
Piscatorials,  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Dibden  please  note. — 
F.  Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— Will 
members  kindly  oblige  by  calling  at  the  club  on  the 
evening  of  May  8  to  receive  their  dinner  tickets,  as  I 
wish  to  know  how  many  to  order  for  ?  This  is  very 
important.— T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Biackfriars-road,  S.E. — The  date  of 
our  supper  has  been  altered  to  June  7.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday,  to  settle  important 
business. — W.  Beames. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester, 
row,  Westminster,  S.W. — The  annual  concert  and  distri- 
bution of  pri^s  will  take  place  on  May  18.— J.  White. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
BrownJo  w-street,  Dalstoc. — On  May  3  the  final  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  annual  c inner,  which  will  take 
place  on  May  1.5  at  the  Five  Hcrje  Shoes,  Hoddesdon. 
Members  who  intend  to  be  present  must  notify  to  me,  the 
Eecretary,  their  intention  not  later  than  Tuesday,  May  10. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next — 
important. — S.  Malby. 

firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HiUiugdon-street,  Walworth.— On  May  11  we  have  a 
grand  smoking  concart  in  connection  with  our  annual  dis- 
tribution of  prizes,  and  we  cordially  invite  any  gentlemen 
who  cm  make  it  convenient  to  attend.  Several  gentlemen 
have  promised  to  tike  the  chair  during  the  evening. — T. 

ROSSER. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harconrt-street,  Marylebone. — We  had  the  first  meeting  of 
the  new  society  last  Monday  evening,  and  the  start  was 
very  encouraging— several  new  members  and  plenty  of 
prizes— and  there  is  every  prospect  of  our  making  a  good 
society  of  it.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Orown,  I 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— Our  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  May  9.    The  balance-sheet  was  adopted, 
leaving  a  satisfactory  balance  ia  hand.    I  hope  members 
will  attend  on  Monday  night. — C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway.  —  Our  annual  dinner  and 
presentation  of  prizes  takes  place  at  the  clubhouse  ,  on 
May  25.  We  have  only  had  one  trout  weighed-in  up  to 
the  present,  by  G.  Parsons.  The  society  rents  two  well- 
stocked  pi  ivate  fisheries  for  the  convenience  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  as  there  are  two  or  three  vacancies,  I  shall  be 
pies 3. d  to  give  particulars  to  any  gentleman  desirous  of 
joining  a  club  in  Xorth  London. — E.  W. 

Hoxton  Brouher&'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.— On  Thursday  evening, 
April  28,  it  was  arranged  to  hold  our  annual  dinner  at 
the  Bull  Inn,  Ware,  on  Sunday,  June  12.— Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Our  prize  distribution  will  take 


place  on  Monday,  June  6.  WUl  thosa  members  and 
friends  who  have  promised  prizes  kindly  forward  them  on 
as  s5on  as  possible. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Xzaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  annual 
general  meeting  will  take  place  on  May  18.  It  has  been 
arranged  to  have  a  sea  fshing  competition  on  May  15, 
full  particulars  of  which  can  be  had  of  the  secretary. — 
H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road. — I  must  request  members 
to  tarn  np  on  Wednesday  next,  tlat  being  clearing  night 
of  the  season.  Our  sixteenth  annual  supper  will  take  place 
on  May  1";  prize  donors  please  note. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association. — Trout  fishing 
seems  to  have  been  a  good  bit  off  during  the  past  few  days  ; 
perhaps  the  cause  is  the  unsettled  weather  and  cold  winds, 
which  have  contained  a  good  deal  of  east.  Sport  ia  cur 
reservoir,  at  Pen-y-Cae,  has  been  only  so-so,  and  several 
members  have  fished  this  water  with  quite  unimportant 
results.  Mr.  H.  Layccck  had  a  trout  from  the  Dee,  at 
Carrog,  which  weighed  lib.  ISsz. ;  a  very  good  fish,  indeed, 
for  the  river,  the  general  run  being  6oz.  or  8:z.  Messrs. 
Jeffreys  and  Pennington,  two  born  anglers,  have  had  some 
grand  trouting  in  South  Wales,  the  former  creeling  no 
less  than  eighty  trout  in  one  day,  and  the  latter  being  not 
far  behind.  The  fish  did  not  run  large,  being  from  3oz. 
to  Gdz.,  with  an  oscasional  J-pounder  ;  but  still,  the  sport 
had  wai  most  exceptional.  Many  of  the  trout  were 
r«turned. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  Bud  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation  Row. — The  great 
progress  the  above-named  assjciation  has  made  this  year 
must,  I  am  sure,  gratify  the  oflicers  and  members.  It 
must  also  be  a  pleasure  to  them  when  they  can  say  that  it 
has  the  largest  membership  roll  (liz.,  1.30)  ever  attained 
by  any  Liverpool  society.  It  would  be  also  as  well  Id 
state  that  120  members  out  of  the  130  are  clear  on  the 
books.  This  will  no  doubt  assure  the  members  that  this 
association  is  as  well  constituted  as  any  in  England.  The 
newly  rented  lake  at  Meols  has  up  to  njw  given  a  very 
good  account  of  itself,  and  the  rainbow  and  Lochleven 
trout  are  doing  exceedingly  well.  This  has  been  proved 
by  a  few  of  ths  members,  who  gave  them  a  trial,  and  they 
ran  from  6oz.  to  12oz.  each.  The  fish  were  of  coarse 
returned  tD  the  water.  TLis  is  due  to  a  rule  which  reads  : 
"  That  no  trout  ba  taken  from  the  lake  at  Meols  untU 
Aug.  1  (dead  or  alive),  and  any  member  found  with  any  in 
his  po!s;s3ion  will  be  expelled." — James  Reynolds. 

Ualdon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.  —  Some  of  the  members 
of  the  above  society  have  been  having  some  excellent  sport 
in  the  tidal  waters  below  Heybridge  Basin  with  the 
whiting,  whiting  pout,  eel  pouts,  flounders,  &c.,  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  Ben  Bevers,  F.  Anderson,  A.  Eavery, 
and  parties  ciptiined  by  Mr.  J.  Tracy,  have  had  a  very 
busy  time  with  whiting,  &c.  They  have  taken  as  many 
as  400  fish  in  an  outing  ;  so  ravenous  are  these  fish  that 
many  have  been  caught  with  hooks  unbaited.  The  present 
time  is  a  good  one  for  London  anglers  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  having  good  sport,  as  the  fish  are  near  the  town 
acd  in  great  numbers.  Excellent  sport  may  be  lad  with 
the  rod  andline,  with  strong  gut  bottom,  with  hooks  fixed 
about  a  foot  apart,  and  a  good  sized  ledger  at  the  bottom 
to  hold  ground.  The  bait  used  is  the  lob  worm,  and  these 
may  be  procured  easily  at  Heybridge  Basin,  or  by  giving 
notice  to  any  of  our  members.  The  prizes  in  connection 
with  the  M.  and  H.A.S.  will  be  distributed  shortly,  and 
business  arrangimentsfor  the  coming  season  made  as  early 
as  possible. — F.  Keen. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — A  special  meeting  is  called 
for  May  9,  when  members  are  requested  to  pay  up  all 
arrears. — A.  Toplis. 

North-Bast  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — Election  of  officers  and  com- 
mittee took  place  on  Wednesday  last,  when  it  was  decided 
to  adjourn  our  meeting  till  June  1,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster  to  arrange  our  numerous  prizes  for  the 
opening  season. — A.  Lewis. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Oar  fourth  monthly 
Bohemian  concert,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  will  take  p'ace  at 
the  above  house  on  Monday,  May  10.  We  shall  be  assisted 
on  this  occasion  by  the  members  of  the  Good  Intent 
Musical  Society,  and  we  anticipate  a  successful  night. 
Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  24. — 
E.  Bkockett. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  Carlisle- 
street,  Westminster-road. — On  April  27  our  members  held 
their  annual  dinner,  Mr.  F.  Reid  in  the  chair.  There  was 
a  good  muster  of  members  and  friends  present  to  partake 
of  the  fare  provided  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  G.  Day, 
whose  catering  gave  great  satisfaction.  Toasts  and  songs 
were  the  order  of  the  evening,  and  the  musical  programme 
was  well  carried  out.  The  chairman,  in  responding  to  the 
toast  of  our  club,  spoke  of  the  general  prosperity  and 
flourishing  state  of  the  club.  Several  good  prizes  were 
given  for  the  forthcoming  season.  During  the  evening  the 
prizes  of  last  season  were  presented  to  the  suicessful 
competitors,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
Will  members  please  attend  on  May  10  for  important 
busiuess? — A.  H. 

Oxford  Angling  and  Preservation  Society.— 
The  annual  mseting  will  taie  placa  on  Monday  next. 
May  9,  at  the  Three  Cups  Hotel,  at  8  30  p.m.,  for  the 
election  of  oflicers  for  the  ensuing  year  andottier  business. 
— C.  Herbert. 

Fhcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — Will  members  and  friends  please  take  notice 
that  instead  of  May  10  for  our  annual  prize  distribution 
and  supper,  it  wiU  be  May  24,  a  postponement  having  been 
agreed  to.    The  six  months'  balance-sheets  ending  March 


are  ready,  having  been  auditsd  by  Messrs.  Tayler  and 
Shaw.— R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Our  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  placs  on  May  9,  and  I  hope  those 
members  who  promise i  prizes  will  kindly  forward  them  on 
or  before  that  date.  Owing  to  the  extent  of  the  business 
on  that  evening,  members  will  oblige  by  attending  early, 
— W.  B. 

Queen's  Piscatorial?,  Queen's  Arms,  Ia,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — Oar  annual  dinner,  dietri- 
butisn  of  prizes,  and  concert  took  placs  on  May  2,  and 
proved  to  bs  a  perfect  success.  The  chair  was  moat  ably 
filled  by  Mr.  B.  Benns,  and  the  vice-cbair  by  Mr.  J. 
Trower.  Some  excellent  songs  were  sing  by  Messrs. 
Wright,  Garvey,  Steptoe,  and  Coleman.  A  fair  numbsr 
of  prizes  were  promised  for  the  ensuing  season. — Geo. 
Keene. 

BK>yal  George  Angling  Sioiety.  Queen's  Arms, 

Bateman-street. — On  Wednesday  last  we  had  a  j: ratty  fair 
muster  of  membars,  and  a  good  deal  of  business  was 
transacted.  Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  takes 
place  next  Wednesday,  May  11,  ticke's  3s.  each,  which 
can  be  had  of  the  secretary  or  stewards  any  evening  up  to 
Monday  next,  the  9th  inst.,  at  the  clubhouse.  A  grand 
programme  has  lean  arranged  for  this  event. — ^Fred 
Steptoe. 

Second  Snrrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-roid. — Our  annual 
dinner  and  prize  distribution  wUl  take  placa  on  May  22,  at 
the  Black  Rabbit  Hotel,  near  Arundel.  Mr.  T.  Wilkina 
and  Mr.  C.  Fletcher  were  elected  working  members. — W, 
Anstey". 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Hart  Hotel, 
High-street,  Stoke  Newington.  Our  annual  dinner  wiU 
take  place  on  Thursday,  May  19,  when  Mr.  Robert  Emery 
has  kindly  consented  to  take  the  chair,  and  Mr.  S.  Goodall 
the  vice-chair.  Dinner  oa  table  at  8  o'clock  punctually, 
after  which  a  concert  will  follow.  Members  are  particularly 
requested  to  send  in  as  early  as  possible  to  the  secretary 
for  what  tickets  they  will  require  to  enable  him.  to 
guarantee  for  numbers. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  May  3  our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  (being  the  thirty-third) 
took  place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  when,  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  Abrahams,  we  spent  a  pleasant  evening. 
The  usual  tcasts  were  duly  honoured.  The  following 
members  received  prizes  :  Messrs.  Clark  and  Abrahams, 
three  eac'a;  Me-srs.  Fletcher,  William?,  WooUon,  Tree, 
and  Smith,  two  each ;  Mr.  Duckworth,  one  ;  Mr.  Woollon, 
specimen  trout ;  Mr.  Clark,  specimen  bream. — Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  annual  delegate  meeting  of  societies  of  the  above  list 
will  be  held  at  the  Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street,  on 
Tuesday,  May  10.— Ale.  Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — Our  annual  supper  takes  place  on  Monday 
next,  May  9.  After  the  supper,  distribution  of  prizes  and 
concert  to  follow. — W.  Woodford. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Our  usual  weekly  meeting  toDk  place  on 
Tuesday  las';.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  not  forwarded 
on  their  prize?  yet,  if  they  wi!l  do  so  before  next  Tuesday 
I  shall  be  extremely  obliged.  A  very  import  a  it  meetirg 
takes  place  ou  Tuesday  next.  May  10. — H.  C. 

Walham  CSreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— On  May  4  we  had  a  mcst 
enjoyable  evening,  Mr.  Elsmore  in  the  chair,  supported  by 
Mr.  Crumplen,  and  Mr.  Wade  in  the  vice-chair.  After  a 
capital  dinner  the  usual  loyal  toast  preceded  a  programme 
full  of  harmony  and  interest  until  the  interval,  when  the 
prizes  won  during  the  past  season  were  presented  by  the 
chairman  to  the  winners  ia  his  usual  felicitous,  manner. 
Mr.  Wade  responded  to  the  toast  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion. Mr.  Crumplen  responded  to  the  toast  of  the 
T.A..P.S.,  and  aroused  the  enthusiasm  of  all  present.  We 
were  well  supported  by  talent  from  kindred  societies,  to 
whom  we  tender  our  sincere  obligations  and  thanks.  An 
addition  to  our  collection  of  spacimen  fish  was  made  by 
way  of  te".  Duffield's  161b.  jack,  and  Mr.  Brixey's  51b. 
chub,  both  preserved  by  Mr.  F.  Anstiss  in  his  best  style. 
The  secretary  gave  a  short  report  of  our  past  season's 
work,  and  congratulated  the  members  on  the  increased 
membership  and  sound  financial  condition  of  the  society. 
A  large  number  of  prizes  for  ensuing  season  were  offered. 

— W.  W.  Dl  FFIELD. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
Our  annual  distribution  and  smoking  concart  takes  place 
on  Wednesday  next.  May  11.  We  shall  be  pleased  to 
welcome  all  anglers  on  that  night.  Donors  who  have  not 
sent  in  their  prizes  are  requested  to  do  so  before  that  date. 
— W.  Wray. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Roydon  .Arms,  New 
North-road. — Our  prize  distribution  for  past  season  takes 
place  on  May  19,  also  annual  supper  on  the  20th.  Mem- 
bers would  greatly  oblige  by  paying-in  prizes  at  their 
earliest  convenience. — W.  Harden. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Oar  supper  takes 
place  on  Wednesday,  May  18,  at  7.30  sharp.  Members 
and  friends  can  have  a  ticket  of  the  landlord  at  the  above 
house,  or  of  the  secretary. — R.  Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — On  April  27  we  held  our  annual 
concert  and  distribution  of  prizes.  Mr.  Will  Bennef; 
started  the  harmony  to  a  crowded  room,  followed  by  a 
large  aiTay  of  talent.  The  following  gent'emen  deserve 
special  mention  ;  Messrs.  Barrett,  Steptoe,  Patrick, 
Weaver,Potts,  Mandry,  Carter,  and  young  Figg,  who  gave  a 
capital  song  and  dance.  After  the  interval,  our  host  (Mr. 
Titley)  presented  the  prizes.    After  a  selection  by  onr 
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pianist  (Major  Pond),  the  harmony  was  resumed,  and  we 
wound  up  the  evening  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  our 
visitor  and  the  gentlemen  who  so  largely  contributed  to 
making  it  the  most  successful  in  the  annals  of  the  club. — 
S.  H. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road, 
Wimbledon. — At  Tuesday's  meeting  a  decision  was  come 
to  to  offer  a  silver  cap  for  competition  amongst  tht 
members  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season,  io  lieu  of  the 
prizes  for  gross  weight,  which  have  been  abolished.  It 
was  a's 3  resolved  that  as  the  Wimbledon  anglers  fish  the 
Thames  a  good  deal,  a  subscription  should  be  forwarded  to 
the  Thames  Re-stocking  Association,  and  the  hen. 
treasurer  was  accordingly  directed  to  forward  to  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  atsociation  named  balf-a-guinea  to  support 
the  flood  work  of  the  T.R.A.  Several  special  prizes  were 
announced,  both  in  money  and  articles,  and  others  have 
been  promisjd  the  society. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Augrliug  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.— The  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  the  12th  inst., 
when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend  early— 7,30  p.m. 
sharp.  Harmony  will  commence  about  9  p.m.  Our 
esteemed  memb3r,  Mr,  W^.  Chambers,  will  occupy  the 
chair  on  the  occasion.  A  summoned  meetirg  wUl  be  held 
on  May  11,  also  a  meeting  on  May  8,  at  8  p.m.,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — P.  Smith. 


^offings  bp  tl)c  S^ap. 

I  HEAR  from  Mr,  William  Howletb,  secretary  and 
superintendent  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society,  that  a  nice 
trout  (Loch  Leven)  was  captured  on  Saturday  last, 
April  30.  Two  London  gentlemen,  named  Banchard, 
paid  a  visit  to  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  near 
Mildenhall,  Suffolk.  Mr.  G.  M.  Banchard  was  the  lucky 
captor,  and  took  the  fish  with  "  a  small  gilt  spinner  and 
fine  gut  tackle."  It  took  twenty  minutes  to  "play  and 
land.  '  Master  Robert  Hewlett  and  Mr.  W.  Howes 
assisted  in  "putting  the  net  under  him."  By  the  way, 
the  net  was  a  fine  big  fellow,  just  recently  made  to  order 
by  Hardy  Brothers. 


■  AccoEDiNG  to  Mr.  Howlett  (who  is  setliag  up  the 
trout),  it  weighed  111b.  2oz.,  and  was  30in  iu  length. 
Mr.  Howes  tells  me  it  weighed  lOIb.  143z.  Mr.  Howlett 
a  few  days  sicca  had  attempted  to  weigh  it  in  the  water. 
He  was  fishing  the  famous  Barton  Mill  Pool  for  one  of 
the  giant  trout,  which  are  to  be  seen  but  seldom  caught, 
when  "  his  gudgeon  was  seized,  the  line  straightened,  and 
a  smash  !  The  poor  trout  lost  a  piec3  of  its  jaw,  and 
the  angler  his  usual  serenity."  Mr.  Biaohird's  fist  was 
identified  as  the  one  Mr.  Howlett  lost. 

■>**•<  

Now,  the  "  Amateur  Angler"  lost  a  "  G.  0.  M.  "  fly, 
and  it  was  kept  for  eleven  months  in  the  mouth  of  the 
trout  for  safe  return.  "  Cast  thy  flies  upon  the  water, 
and  they  shall  return  after  many  months."  Has  Mr. 
Howlett  looked  for  the  May  Fly  I  used  one  August  day, 
when  the  same  trout  (or  one  like  it)  allowed  me  to  test  the 
strength  of  my  cast  in  the  same  pool,  when,  with  Secretary 
Howlett  on  one  side  of  me  and  Secretary  Howes  on  the 
other — the  fish  got  away  ? 


No  matter  !  There  are  still  some  large  trout  at  Barton, 
alsD  some  small  ones— a  resident  of  Barton  took  a 
2-pounder  on  Tuesday— and  I  shall  try  my  hand  very 
shortly  for  a  14-pounder.  There  are  no  Sunday  trains  to 
Mildenhall,  but  you  can  leave  Liverpool-street  on  Saturday 
morning  and  return  from  Mildenhall  on  Monday  night, 
for  6s.  4Jd.  (privilege  ticket).  Book  to  Mildenhall; 
write  Howes,  Bull  Inn,  to  meet  you  with  his  trap— or 
walk  less  than  a  mile,  through  a  pretty  place,  to  Barton 
Mills. 

 ^^-^-^  

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Kingston  Pi-:catorial  Society, 
a  smoking  concert  was  held,  on  Monday  last,  at  the  Sun 
Hotel,  Kingston,  in  aid  of  the  Kingston  Hospital.  Five 
pounds  was  the  sum  collected.  The  chair  was  taken  by 
Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson. 

 >»»♦<  

From  Leeds  comes  the  .April  number  of  that  smart  little 
paper,  the  Anglers'  Record.  It  is,  as  usual,  replete  with 
interesting  articles  and  up-to-date  news.  The  "  Smoke- 
Room  Corner,"  by  W.  C.  Platts,  is  very  amusing.  Another 
very  interesting  article,  by  R.  C.  Ramshaw,  "  Our 
Hatchery,"  with  a  well  printed  supplement  of  the  "  Trout 
Hatchery  at  Roundhay  Park,"  also  appears.  A  new 
volume  will  commence  in  June,  and  by  sending  a  shilling 
to  Mr.  F.  A.  Redding,  Wellington-road,  Leeds,  it  will  be 
forwarded  for  one  year  to  any  address. 

 >  ♦  »  »  <  

^  People  who  buy  music  and  like  it  good  are  apt  to  find 
the  luxury  an  expensive  one.  For,  speaking  generally, 
good  music  is  dear.  There  are  exceptions,  however.  Mr. 
Thomas  Holloway  has  forwarded  two  cpite  new  and 
original  songs  by  Lindsay  Lennox.  One  of  these,  "  The 
Beautiful  Prayer,"  is  a  truly  charming  work,  full  of 
melody.  There  are  some  songs  which  seem  to  haunt  the 
mind  of  anyone  who  has  once  heard  them,  and  "  The 
Beautiful  Prayer"  is  one  of  these,  and  is  by  the  same 
author  as  "Love's  Golden  Dream."  The  title  of  the 
other  song  referred  to  is  "  Love's  Message."  The  pub- 
lished price  of  these  two  songs,  which  are  full  music  size, 
is  23.  each  ;  but  readers  may,  by  sending  at  once  to  Mr! 
.T.  Holloway,  78,  New  Oxford-street,  London,  2id.  in 
stamps,  obtain  a  copy  of  either  song  free.     The  offer,  of 


course,  is  a  special  one,  and  in  applying  for  the  soug  please 
mention  that  you  saw  the  announcement  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette, 

Mr.  J.  Fairall,  wiiting  from  the  Station  Hctel, 
Hertford,  says  :  "  On  May  1  the  president  of  the  Hert- 
ford Society  was  out  fishing  for  three  hours,  and  took 
from  the  subscription  waters  a  good  trout  of  2f lb. ,  and 
one  of  IJlb.,  returning  two  others.  He  also  rose  three  or 
four  more.  The  water  was  in  good  condition,  as  the 
rains  have  helped  to  colour  it.  There  are  a  good  number 
of  fish  showing— more  than  have  been  seen  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years.  During  the  day  it  rained  very  much, 
but  there  was  nine  brace  of  trout  taken." 


The  dogs  are  booming  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  just  now. 
Last  week  the  pet  dog  show  drew  fashionable  London, 
and  on  next  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  the  more 
useful  fox  terrier  will  occupy  the  Westminster  Palace. 
It  will  bs  the  lOth  annual  show  of  the  London  Fox  Terrier 
Club,  and  exhibits  will  be  there  from  the  leading  kennels, 
including  those  of  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle,  Sir 
Humphrey  de  Trafford,  Bart.  There  is  a  capital  entertain- 
ment all  day  at  fbe  Aquarium,  and  the  initiil  Is.  covers 
both. 


The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  Alpin  McAlpin,  one  of 
the  best  and  oldest  of  the  Highland  fishermen.  A  good 
sportsman,  a  true  friend,  and  one  of  the  "  old  school," 
Mr.  McMpin's  genial  presence  will  be  sorely  mis  jed  in 
his  old  haunts. 


Quoting  from  a  letter  to  "John  Bickerdyke  "  in  last 
week's  issue,  re  the  large  quantity  of  perch  spawn  to  be 
seen  along  the  Thames,  it  would  appear  that  J.  B.  was 
made  to  say  that  "  as  it  was  eyed,  I  was  afraid  to  disturb 
much  of  it."  Of  course,  it  should  have  read  "  that  as  it 
was  liof  eyed,"  &c. 
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MR.  GEORGE  THOMSON. 


The  secretary  of  the  Cupar  (Eden)  Angling  Club  (Mr. 
David  Duncan)  has  kindly  sent  a  few  particulars  respecting 
one  of  his  members.  Mr.  George  Thomson  "  is  now 
bordering  on  ninety-four,  and  can  whip  the  river  Eden 
still  successfully,  he  having  landed  a  beautiful  trout 
recently  of  lib.  7oz.  George  is  never  fleeter  than  when 
trudging  on  to  a  favourite  spot  of  his  beloved  stream 
(with  his  fishing  rod  over  h'S  shoulder),  and  which  he  has 
now  fished  for  over  eighty  years."  He  can  sing  a  good 
song,  make  a  good  speech,  and  tell  a  gocd  yarn ;  he  cm 
talk  with  force  and  intelligence  on  the  various  political 
agitations  that  have  occurred  in  his  time  ;  and  he  is,  with- 
out a  doubt,  a  grand  old  nonagenarian.  Through  the  kind 
offices  of  Mr.  Duncan,  the  illustration  has  been  lent  by 
the  Fife  Herald  and  Journal. 

 >♦»♦<  

"  Another  True  Storv."— Col.  D.  and  an  eminent 
engineer  having  heard  of  a  lake  in  the  wilds  of  Ireland, 
houlding  "  trouts  as  big  as  pigs,"  determined  to  sample  it, 
and  to  overcome  their  brethren  with  green-eyed  jealousy 
at  the  record  take  they  would  make  for  certain.  So  with 
many  rods,  much  gear,  and  more  supplies  for  the  inner 
man,  they  started  off.  After  toiling  all  day  and  catching 
nothing  but  cold  (cold  Scotch  chiefly),  they  were  getting 
into  that  state  of  mind  when  the  head  becomes  weary  and 
the  language  "  coorse."  Says  the  boatman  :  "  Whill  yer 
honors  not  land  and  try  the  sthrame  ;  shure  it's  the  best 
chance  for  a  throut  in  the  aivening  ?  "  No  sooner  said 
than  done,  and  our  weary  sportsmen  discharged  them- 
selves from  the  boat,  leaving  the  man  to  take  care  of 
the  empties.  Following  the  course  of  the  river,  they 
skirmished  through  woods,  jumped  innumerable  rickety 
stone  walls,  hit  a  railway,  then  a  chapel,  and,  at  last,  a 
high  road.    But  the  "  sthrame  "  they  had  suddenly  lost, 


nor  could  they  see  it  anywhere.  Imagining  that,  p3rhap8, 
the  "  cold  "  had  affected  their  eyesight,  they  determined 
to  explore  no  further,  but  to  walk  along  the  high  road, 
the  centre  of  it  (in  case  they  should  lose  it),  till  they  came 
to  a  bridge  over  the  river,  which,  in  the  early  morning, 
they  had  fixed  upon  as  the  rendezvous  for  the  car  that  was 
to  convey  them  and  their  record  take  to  the  Temperance 
Hotel  in  the  village  hard  by.  (You  see,  they  ordered  the 
car  because  they  didn't  think  they  could  carry  their  fish 
as  well  as  the  "cold"  they  took  with  them.)  They 
thought  they  would  be  sure  to  find  the  river  there,  and 
they  were  not  mittiken.  There  was  the  river  flowing 
placidly  beneath  the  biidge,  and  there  was  the  jaunting 
car  waiting  on  the  top.  Naturally  enough  our  fishermen 
were  somewhat  indignant  with  the  vagaries  of  this  extra- 
crJinary  "sthrame,"  and,  although  unwilling  to  give 
themselves  altogether  away,  they  decided  upon  demanSig 
an  explanation  from  the  jarvey  of  this  curious  coincidence, 
"  Shure,  yer  honors  might  aisily  losht  the  sthrame.  It 
runs  beneath  the  ground  for  half  a  mile  at  laiste  ! — and 
it  does !  " 

 >  »  «  »  <  

Mr.  W.  Mead  records  the  capture  of  two  otters 
(male  and  female),  which  were  shot  near  the  stone  railway 
bridge.  Rye  House,  Hoddesdon,  on  Saturday,  April  30, 
by  Mr.  Walter  Huddlestone,  the  two  weighing  over  271b., 
viz.,  151b.  and  12Jlb.  respectively.  Both  of  them  were 
killed  with  one  discharge  from  the  gun.  They  were  shown 
and  weighed  at  the  Rye  House  Hotel  in  the  presenc3  of 
the  proprietor  and  several  visitors. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Maidenhead,  Cook- 
ham,  and  Bray  Thames  Angling  Association  was  held  at 
1,  Park-street,  Maidenhead,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Russell,  C.A.,  presiding.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
half-yearly  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed  From  the 
annual  report  it  is  gathered  that  a  very  substantial  balance 
is  in  hand.  The  president  (W.  H.  Grenfell,  Esq.)  was 
re-elected,  and  the  following  vice-presidents  were  also 
ra-elected,  viz. :  Lord  Boston,  V.  W.  B.  Van  de 
Weyer,  Esq.,  H.  W.  Lawson,  Esq.,  Col.  Ricardo, 
and  Ernest  Gardner,  Esq.,  J.P.,  C.A.,  and  it  was 
resolved  that  Capt.  Oliver  Young,  R.N.,  M.P.,  should 
be  asked  to  become  a  vice-president  in  the  place  of  the 
late  Sir  George  Russell,  Bart.,  M.P.  Messrs.  H.  W. 
Russell,  R.  Goolden,  H.  Hoire,  J.  J.  Jonas,  F.  D. 
Lambert,  R.  Nicholson,  A.  N.  Gilbey,  and  F.  Brewer  were 
chosen  as  members  of  the  committee.  Mr.  Alfred 
Fossick  was  again  appointed  as  solicitor,  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
Eijks  as  secretary  to  the  association.  The  meeting  closed 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  auditors,  Messrs.  K.  D.  Lee 
and  W.  Naylor. 

 >  <  

Mr.  Edwin  Gunston,  of  Teddington,  writes,  that  he 
caught,  on  May  2,  a  fine  Thames  trout  of  4^1b.,  which 
Mr.  Sinibaldi  was  good  enough  to  land  ;  and  adds,  that 
recently  he  lost  another  good  fish  through  his  tackle  giving 
way.  He  was  fishing  with  J.  Johnson,  at  Teddington 
Weir.  I  am  pleased,  indeed,  to  hear  such  a  good  fish  has 
been  brought  to  basket,  and  wish  Mr.  Gunston  more 
power  to  his  elbow,  or,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  say,  wrist. 


Mr.  Charles  Hussey  writes  me  :  "I  was  at  the  Lion,  ■ 
at  Cambridge,  having  lunch,  and  asked  for  a  paper.  '  Beg 
pardon,  sir,'  said  the  waiter,  'but  all  the  papers  are 
engaged.    Can  you  do  with  the  Fishing  Gazette.'    '  Oh, 
certainly,'  said  my  friend,  '  but  I  think  I  have  seen  this 
paper  before.'    '  Well,  sir,' replied  the  waiter,  '  there  is  a  ' 
a  great  demand  for  it,  and  you  are  a  bit  lucky  to  get  it. 
As  a  rule,  it  is  fully  employed."    I  am  glad  to  get  such 
a  good  report  from  such  a  good  fisherman  a»C.  H.,  but  it  " 
shows  how  well  known  our  paper  is  all  over  the  country, 
after  an  existence  of  over  twenty-one  years. 


The  following  was  at  the  foot  of  the  club  report  of  the 
Dalston  Angling  Society.    It  is  here  quoted  literatim  et  i 
vc)-batim  :  "  I  don't  know  where  you  got  your  information  J 
regarding  our  dinner,  which  you  announced  for  May  5  ;  I  ]• 
did  not  send  you  any  date,  as  it  was  not  settled  until  * 
April  30;  please  acknowledge  guur  error  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette."~S.  Malby.    I  am  asked  to  acknowledge  my 
error.     If  it  is  an  error  of  mine  I  am  certainly  sorry 
to  have  said  that  they  would  dine  on  May  5,  and  then  to 

be  told  that  they  did  not.    Well         they  have  my 

sympathy,  for  I  always  like  a  good  dinner  on  a  Thursday. 
The  date  of  the  dinner  will  be  found  in  the  Dalston  A.S.  » 
club  report.  - 


"Therk  go3s  a  school  of  fish!  "  "My,  how  hungry 
they  are !  They  eat  ravenously  every  crumb  thrown 
them."    "  That  must  be  a  private  boarding  school." 


"  You  can't  alius  tell  whah  ter  put  de  credit  by  lookin' 
at  de  surface,"  said  Uncle  Eben.  "  De  cork  on  de  fishin' 
line  dances  aroun'  an'  'tracts  a  heap  o'  tension.  But  it's 
de  hook  dat's  doin'  business." 


J ust  as  we  are  going  to  press  I  have  seen  an  advanced 
copy  of  the  new  illustrated  sporting  paper,  the  World  of 
Si)ort,  price  3d.  It  is  wonderful  how  such  an  excellent 
Eaper_  can  be  produced  for  the  money,  but  that  is  the 
proprietor's  business,  not  mine.  Illustrated  throughout 
by  excellent  and  up-to-date  photographs  of  racing,  steeple- 
chasing,  dog  trials.  and,  what  interests  one  most,  of  fishing, 
1  think  I  can  predict  for  the  new  venture  the  success  it 
undoubtedly  deserves.  The  literary  matter  is  excellent, 
both  in  style  and  quality.  The  portrait  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  his  crack  horse  Persimmon,  taken  by  royal 
command,  and  published  by  permission  of  H,R.H.,  is 
capital,  and  wUl  have  a  great  interest^  not  only  for  lovers 
of  a  good  horse,  but  for  all  loyal  BritionS.  DragKet. 
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THE  riSHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Makor  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 
CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Pishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 

manufacturer  of  all  kinds  of  Fishing  Rods 
in  Built  Cane&Greenheart.  Reels  &  Tackle. 

-TDmiT  DnnC     2  ioints  best  BuUt  Can<)  Fly 
.1  nUU  I   KUUa.       ■  uod.  ion.,  price  £2 
Ditto,  10;ft.  to  lift,  price  £2  7s.  6d. :  with  Steel 
Centre,  1.5s.  extra. 

The  "CHAMPION"  Gr  enheart  PLY 

BOD,  3  joints  and  very  bfst  flnisb,  I'.'.i. 

THE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH  (Registered). 


This  Winch  is  made  in  two  sizes,  2fin.  and  Sjin  , 
■with  clicli  or  silent  check.    It  has  two  special 
recommendations,  extreme  lightness  and  quick 
■winding.    Price,  2}in.,  lus.  Gd. ;  SJin.,  12s.  fid. 

Impoitant  to  Fishing  Tackle  Dca'ers 
throughout  the  Kingdom. 

DAVID  SLATER,  of  Newark-on-Trent,  heing 
the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufacturer  of 
the  world-wide  known  "  Xottiugham  '  Pattern 
"Winches  in  their  various  forms,  ai^d  holding  as 
he  does  by  far  the  largest  stock  of  timber  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  such  manufacturers — hundreds 
of  thousands  of  blocks  in  various  stages  of 
seasoning— is  prf  pired  to  supply  the  trade  direct 
at  lowest  prices.  A  Special  New  Pattern, 
"Slater's  Wonder,"  in  nine  sizes,  2in.  to  -Jin.,  is 
made  on  similar,  but  much  ia.proved  lines  to  the 
old  and  out  of  date  iron  back  production. 
"  Slater's  Wonder  "  has  a  solid  brass  back,  and 
ret  co.«ts  less  than  the  old  pattern. 

SELL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE 
AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT, 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

U  A  P 1^ I  CO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
llAUaLLO  Seals'  Fur,  Pigs'  Wool,  Sc. 

ALL   COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HATNES  Sundays  Well-road  Cork. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stimps 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free 

1  doz.  Of  my  Celebrated  TEOUT  FLIES  for  9d . 
3  doz.  for  28.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WOELD- 
WIDE  EEPOTATION  for  magnificence,  cheaf- 
ness,  and  killing  powers,  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
«nd  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,  Omaffh,  Ireland. 


CLOTH   BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAH  BE  HAD  AT  TEE 

Pliblishing  Office,  Bream's  Buildings,  E.C. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TTNESIDE,"  "WANSBECK,  '  a,iid  other 
Rods.  Any  orders  received  'will  be  carefully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our 
customers  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  ■with  almost  every 
rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "ANGLER'S  GUIDE"  and  Illustrated  list  of  Rods  and  every 
Angling  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover 
postage. 

Our  Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

[n  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  drable  brazed,  ■with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  '  ■  £    8.  d. 

40  13ft   016  6 

41  14ft   0  18  6 

42  15ft   10  0 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  189S. 

'•  We  also  liked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,  especially  a  '  Coquetdale ' 
fourteen-footer  :  this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and 
discovered  great  power." — Angler. 

"The  '  Coquetdale '  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  ■weapons." — Land 
and  Water. 

'•  The  '  Coquetdale'  is  an  eapeoially  good  pattern." — Rod  and  Gun. 

Our  Special  "TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  tvro  tops,  &c.,  similar, 
to  our  "'  Tyneside"  Trent  Rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 

No.  £    s.  c. 

43  16ft   15  6 

44  17ft   1  10  0 

45  18ft   1  15  0 

46  19ft    2    0  0 

47  20ft     2    5  0 

'•  Dear  Sir, — The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout 
our  hoUday,  and  we  were  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod, 
but  my  fisherman  was  delighted  with  it. 

"  It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a 
month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  difficult 
water,  and  with  trying  wind.s,  than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.     "  0.  H.  G." 

Extracts  from.  Press  ITotices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895-96. 

"  We  handled  an  18ft.  '  Tyneside,'  which  was  just  perfect  in  balance,  and  played 
through  to  the  butt  in  grand  style,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  North- 
country  firm  had  little  to  learn  about  rod  making." — Land  and  Water,  1895. 

•'  We  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods.  We  had  the 
pleasure  some  time  ago  of  taking  a  friend's  rod  for  an  hour  on  a  salmon  reach,  and 
it  was  one  of  this  make.  They  are  used,  we  believe,  very  extensively  by  the  anglers 
on  Tyneside,  who  swear  by  them  at  all  times." — Angler,  1896. 

"  The  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods  are  remarkably  cheap  and  of  splendid  valnt  double 
brazed,  and  finished  in  the  best  style." — Rod  and  Gun,  1896. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Demy  8vo  ,  Illustrated,  25s.  net. 

DRY  FLY  ENTOMOLOGY, 

A  Description  of  Leading  Typss  of  Natural  Insects  serving  a?  Food  for  Trout  and  Grayling, 

With  the  100  BEST  PATTERNS  of  FLOATING  FLIES, 

and  the  Various  Methods  of  Dressing  Them, 

By    FREDERIC    M.  HALFORD, 

"  Detached  Badger  "  of  the  Field, 
Aul'Mr  cf  ■'  Floaling  Flies  and  How  to  Dress  Them,"  "Dry  Fly  Fishing  in  Theory  ana  I'ractice,"' 
'^Making  a,  Fishery.^^ 

In  addition  to  the  numerous  plates  illustrating  fully  the  Natural  Insects,  a  number  of  blocks  are 
given  in  the  text,  showing  their  distinctive  features.  There  are  also  ten  hand-colourei  plat3.s  of 
Artiflcial  Flies,  and  cuts  illustrating  the  materials  and  implements  required,  as  well  as  the  most 
modem  manipulation  of  dry  fly  dressing. 

full  Prospectus  free  on  application. 

London ;  VINTON  &  CO.,  Limited..  9.  New  Bridge  Street,  Lndgate  Circus  L.C. 


''EXCEL" 
COCOA. 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE. 
how  can  etiu.il.  none  can  "  ('xvel."—Fun 
*10,000  REWARD   Gd.  Packet-!,  Tins  2s.  per  lb. 

DeUcloua  Aroma,  Dietic,  Sustaining.— Vide  Analyst* 
CHOCOLATE  HORSESHOES  (Registered).  A  Sup«rio- 
Chooolate.  in  handsome  Boies,  6d.  »^ 
OUVENIR"  Boses,  the  Season's  Socoess,  from  6fl 
CHOCOLATE  WAFERS,  a  deUoious  Chocolate.  Sd.  «nd 
Is.  per  box. 

COURT  CHOCOLATE,  the  Snest  eating  ChoooUte  in 
handsome  Boxes,  Is.  and  2s. 

Sold  everywhere,  or  direct  from 

COMPAGNIE  FRANCAISE, 

Purveyors  to  E.R.H.  the  Princess  of  Walee, 
LONDON  'WOBKS,  BEBMONDSET,  S.E. 


FISHIKG  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES. 
Honses,  Land,  &  Estates 

To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZEHE. 

The  oldest  and  best  Jotimal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Eesults  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  M. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  15b, 

Ohibf  Office: 
6  ST.  BRIDE  STEEET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

MB.  HENET  COXON'S  (representative  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Field)  new  and 
splendidly  fllustrated  work,  "  A  MODEEN 
TEEATISE  ON  PEAOTIOAL  COABSE  FISH 
ANGLING:  HOW  TO  CATCH  FISH,"  has  now 
reached  its  third  edition,  and  this  since  Christmas. 
No  such  practical  book  on  angling  was  ever 
written,  and  its  contents  have  been  highly 
extolled  by  all  the  leading  angling  and  other 
sporting  papers  in  the  British  Isles.  Send  for 
copy. 

Pries  Is.  2d.,  postage  free. 
WALTON  'VILLA,  WEST  BBIDGFOBD. 
NOTTINGHAM. 

BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

PSESIDENT:  Sir  EDWABD  BIBKBECK.,  Bar 
REDUCED  FARBS 

S.E.  and  L.  C.  ft  D.  RAILWAYS 

ist  OCTOBER  to  31st  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS    AT    FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening 
the  Cannon-street  Hotel. 
All  information  of  Hon.  See.  (pro  te)r..), 
Charles  S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion 
House-chambers,    11,    Queen  Victoria- 
street,  E.C. 


From  S.  R.  ENGLISH, 

I Postern  Chambers, 
NOTTINGHAM. 
1/6  *  2/6  Each.  Post  Free. 
Fireproof,  2d.  Extra. 
"it  RECOMMENDS  ITSELF." 


31 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 


SOLD  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL.- 
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THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY 
Monday's  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  jeld  at 
the   Holborn  Kestauranfc,  as  usual,  under  the  genial 
cbairmanship  of  Mr.  Neviile  Davis.  Mmy  of  the  members 
were  away  for  the  trout  fishing  opening  on  the  1st  inst 
An  enjoyable  and  interesting  evening  was,  however,  spent, 
a  good  deal  of  time  being  devoted  to  discussing  whether 
or  not  Mr.  Walter's  artificial  CorLiw  and  fresh-water 
shrimps  should  be  allowed  to  be  used  on  the  society's 
waters.     Previous  to  this  question  coming  on,  ingling 
experiences  were  related,  in  accordance  with  the  time 
honoured  custom,  by  those  who  had  been  out  fishing, 
and  the  members,  tco,  had  the  oppci  tunity  of  inspecting 
Mr.  E.  J.  Walker's  handsome  chub  of  61b.  8;;;.  which 
Messrs.  Coopers  have  set  up  admirably.  This  specimen  will 
be  added  to  the  society's  museum,  and  will  be  a  fitting 
companion  to  Mr.  Walker's  big  chevin  of  51b.  12Joz., 
already  hung  upon  the  walls  of  the  Piscatorial  saloo.  Mr. 
B.  Foreman,  who  had  been  to  Newbury,  fishing  the  Lam 
bourn,  evidently  believed  in  the  axiom  re  early  bird  for  he 
was  out  on  the  water  at  5  a.m.  on  Monday,  caught  a  brace 
and  a  half  of  trout,  and  left  ofi  at  7.30  a.m.    Mr.  G.  J 
Chatterton  had  been  unable  to  fish  at  Matlock  owing 
to  the   bad  wea'lier.     Mr.  J.  B.  Bvans  was  oat  on 
the   1st  inst,  at  Chertsey,   after   some  moi-e  Thames 
trout,  and,  in  point  of  climatic  conditions,  had  about 
the  worst  time  he  had  ever  experienced.     He  took  no 
trout,  but  caught  a  perch  of  21b.,  and  a  barbel  of 
51b. .  8oz  ,  which  latter  was  foul  hooked.    Both  were 
returmd  to  the  water.    Mr.  Archer  White  intanded  to 
have  had  a  day's  trouting,  and  made  a  start  thereat. 
Soon  after  beginning,  however,  his  minnow  got  foul  of 
the  planks  of  the  weir,  and  he  went  down  to  free  it.  In 
doing  so  be  slipped,  and  speedily  found  himself  in  10ft.  of 
water.    He  got  a  thorough  ducking,  and,  needless  is  it  to 
add.  returned  promptly  home.    The  chairman,  Mr.  F.  ii. 
Biidgman,  and  Mr.  H.  A.         also  related  their  adven- 
tures.    With  regard  to  the  use  of  the  Corixa  on  the 
society's  trout  waters,  several  gentlemen  referred  to  the 
notice  of  Mr.  Walker's  imitations  in  last  Saturday's 
Fishing  Gazette.   After  some  discussion,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  committee  should  consider  the  question  of 
allowing  Mr.  Walker's  imitation  Corixa  to  be  used  on 
their  trout  waters,    Mr.  C.  Butler  has  been  nominated  to 
represent  the  society  at  the  forthcoming  Loch  Leven 
tournament.    The  usual  toasts  closed  the  meeting. 

M,  a.  B.  c 


Sovereign  rocks  a  party  had  taken  last  year  over  2001b.  of 
good  fish,  and  that  he  himself  had  taken  a  pollack  of  over 
9lb.  in  weight.  Mr.  Canton  specially  recommended  New- 
haven  at  that  time  for  flat  fish.  The  chairman  reported 
that  he  had  wcrj  from  Port  Isaac  that  the  mackerel  were 
now  coming  in  in"fair  quantitie  3,  and  that  the  fishermen  were 
aakirg  good  catchesof  hake,  cod,  and  ling  Mr.  Gardner 
gave  an  account  of  sport  to  be  obtained  in  the  Orkney 
Islands.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.  Charles  S.  Pattersoiv,  Hon.  Sec. 


Mr.  E. 


DINNER  TO  MR.  R.  S.  FENNINCS 
Although,  perhaps,  as  vice-president  of  the  PUcatoriai 
Society,  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  is  more  generally  Imown  to 
the  majority  of  anglers,  yet  in  his  business  capacity  of 
manager  of  the  Sloane-street  branch  of  the  City  Bank  he 
has  gathered  around  him  a  large  circle  of  friends  of  all 
classes  of  the  community.  Mr.  Fennings  has  just  retire! 
froni  his  ofiicial  position  after  forty  years  of  successful 
service,  and  it  was  naturally  thought  fitting  that  his 
courtesy  and  consideration  to  those  who  had  dealings  with 
the  bank  in  question  should  be  recognised  in  a  substantial 
manner  by  the  bank's  customers  and  friends.  A  dinner  was 
accordingly  offered  to  him  at  the  Hans  Crescent  Hotel  on 
the  26th  ult.,  Mr.  E.  Foreman  taking  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
E.  J.  Walker  acting  as  vice-chairman.  There  was  quite  a 
big  muster  of  members  of  the  Piscatoiial  Society,  in 
addition  to  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman,  as  the 
company  included  such  well-known  anglers  as  Messi 
Robt.  C.  Blundtll,  Prank  Ward,  E.  K.  Foreman,  Eegd.  E. 
Booker,  Dr.  Coates,  &c.  Besides  these  gentlemen,  there 
were  nearly  forty  influential  residents  in  the  Sloane-street 
district  present,  anxious  to  do  homage  to  their  guest.  In 
the  course  of  a  most  enjiyable  evening,  Mr.  E.  Foreman, 
in  the  name  of  the  subscribers,  presented  Mr.  Fennirgs 
with  a  handsome  grandfather's  deck,  specially  selected  at 
Messrs.  Maples,  togctLer  with  an  exceedingly  well-designed 
and  beautifully  illuttjinated  address  on  vellum,  the  work  of 
which  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  J.  W.  /lehnsdorf.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  mention  the  many  flattering  encomiums 
passed  on  Mr.  Fennings  when  the  presentation  was  made 
l>y  the  chairman.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  very  general 
regret  was  felt  at  his  relit quishment  of  a  post  he  has  filled 
with  conspicuous  ability  tor  nearly  half  a  c3)itury.  He 
retires,  however,  from  that  position  cxrrying  with  him 
the  heartiest  wishes  of  all  that  many  years  of  health  and 
happiness  may  be  in  store  for  him,  and  that  he  may  long 
be  spared  to  enjoy  the  rest  and  leisure  he  has  so  well 
earned  and  so  thoroughly  deserved.  M.  rv  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY, 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  May  4,  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotei,  Dr. 
Edward  Semple  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  Linfoot,  Browning, 
and  Moore  gave  their  angling  experiences,  Mr  Canton 
reported  having  taken,  at  Newhaven,  seven  score  of  dabs 
ot  fine  quality,  many  going  over  ^Ib.,  baiting  with  mussels. 
Jle  further  reported  about  a  score  and  a  half  of  whiting, 
all  very  small,  Mr.  Broomhead  (a  visitor)  gave  the  society 
some  information  as  to  sea  bream  fishing  at  Valentia, 
statmg  that  a  party  had  taken  iu  all  about  200 
hsh  m  an  afternoon,  fishing  with  mussal  bait 
and  hand-lines.  Mr.  Cheshire  Idndly  entertained 
the  members  with  some  phonograph  selections, 
which  greatly  helped  to  fill  up  an  evening  when, 
owing  to  the  unfavourable  season,  very  few  members 
had  angling  experiences  to  relate.  In  reply  to  a  query 
from  the  hon.  secretary  about  Jane  fishing,  Mr.  Parker 
icported  that  off  Shoreham  pouting  fishing  was  then 
satisfactory.  Mr.  Mathews  reported  that  at  Eastbourne 
the  fishing  was  then  satisfactory,  and  that  off  *be  Koyal 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  a  well  attended  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening.  May  3, 
"  H.  Bramley  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Connellan  reported 
a  brace  of  trout  from  Hertford,  with  the  Red  Ant ;  Mr. 
Walker,  dace  from  Hertford,  A  new  memb?r  was  pro- 
posed. Mr.  Bentley  presented  yet  another  book  to  our 
already  valuable  library,  for  which  he  was  cordially 
thanked.  Notices  of  motion  were  given  for  discussion 
next  week  with  reference  to  the  fly  to  be  used  on  our  trout 
waters  at  Chesham.  It  is  hoped  that  a  gocd  attendance 
will  be  made,  as  the  subject  is  of  importance.  At  the 
special  meeting  it  was  resolved.  "That  all  gentlemen 
proposed  for  election  and  elected  after  this  date  pay  an 
entrance  fee  of  one  guinea,  and  a  yearly  subscription  of 
one  and  a  half  guineas."  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
concluded  the  proceedings.  Alex.  Wrk;ht. 


ANCHOR  FISHING  SOCIETY.  KINGSTON- 
ON-THAMES. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  members  of  this  society  took 
place  at  the  Druid's  Head  Inn,  Kingston,  the  new  head- 
quarters of  the  club,  on  Wednesday  evening.  There  was 
a  numerous  attendance  of  members  present,  over  whom 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  of  the  Fisliing  Gazette,  presided,  the 
vice-chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson.  A 
capital  dinner  was  served  by  Mr.  Hearn,  the  host,  after 
which  the_ usual  loyal  toast  was  proposed  by  the  chairman. 

The  Vice-chairman  proposed  "  The  Anchor  Fishing 
Society,"  which,  he  said,  was  started  only  three  years  ago, 
and  now  had  a  roll  of  fifty  members.  They  also  tad  a 
balance  in  hand  amounting  to  £17,  which  he  considered 
was  very  good  for  such  a  young  society.  Mr.  Richardson 
added  that  efforts  were  being  made  in  Kingston  to  obtain 
cheaper  fares  for  anglers  on  the  London  and  South- 
western Railway,  wl  ich,  if  conceded,  would  be  immensely 
appreciated  by  anglers  in  the  district,  and  would  doubtless 
have  the  effect  of  bringing  more  anglers  to  reside  in 
Kingston.  As  it  was,  the  anglirg  community  in  Kingston 
was  steadily  growing,  and  as  a  result  of  it  a  new  angling 
society  would  probably  soon  established  in  Hampton 
Wick. 

The  chairman  read  a  letter  stating  that  Mr.  A.  ^\'. 
Homersham,  J.P.,  was  unab'e  to  attend  the  gathering 
owing  to  an  attack  of  influenza.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  Mr. 
Hankins,  and  several  other  well-known  anglers  sent  letters 
and  telegrams  regretting  their  inability  to  be  present, 

Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill  propc^ed  the  health  of  the  president 
of  the  club  (Mr.  G.  H.  Howard),  who,  he  said,  was  net 
only  a  sportsman  whose  prowess  -nith  the  rod  was  known 
far  and  wide,  but  a  gentleman  whose  kindness  of  heart  and 
great  charity  were  equally  well  known.  He  had,  as  they 
knew,  been  suffering  from  a  long  and  .?evere  illness,  and 
they  were  extremely  glad  to  see  him  in  better  health. 

The  cV airman,  in  responding,  expressed  his  gratitude  to 
Mr.  Hill  for  the  kind  things  he  had  said  about  him,  and 
assured  the  "Anchorites"  that  he  would  do  all  in  his 
power  to  help  forward  such  a  fine  body  of  sportsmen. 

The  list  of  last  season's  prizes  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
Perch,  Mr.  R.  Howse,  lib.  loz. ;  barbel,  Mr.  Swiney, 
41b.  |oz.  ;  roach,  first,  Mr.  Crandley,  lib.  10|oz.  ;  second, 
Mr.  R.  Kempster,  lib.  lO^oz.  ;  chub,  fir^t,  Mr.  J.  Charter, 
tlb.  3ioz.);  secDnd,  Mr.  Pincott  Hill,  31b,  8ioz.  ;  dace, 
Mr.  T.  Pursue,  CJoz. 

The  health  of  th  e  prize  winners  we  s  proposed  by  Mr,  P. 
Collins,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  R.  Howse.  Mr.  Cator 
proposed  "  Kindred  Societies  and  Visitors,"  coupled  with 
the  names  of  Mr,  F.  H.  Amphlett  (secretary  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society)  and  Mr.  Holden  (Eagle 
Angling  Society  ).  Mr.  Holden  responded  first,  and  Mr. 
Amphlett  said  he  was  please',!  to  say  that  a  very  friendly 
feeling  existed  between  the  Anchor  and  tie  society  to 
which  he  belonged. 

The  chairman  proposed  the  health  of  the  secretary  and 
the  other  oflicers.  Mr.  J.  Henwood  (secretary)  responded, 
and  said  the  society  had  had  some  good  sport  during  the 
year,  including  four  two-day  and  fi.ar  one-day  com- 
petitions. 

''  The  Host  "  and  "  The  Press  ''  were  afterwards  given. 
A  capital  musical  programme  was  sustained  by  Messrs. 
F.  G.  Smith,  G.  Nash,  Charter,  P.  Burr,  A.J.  Lawrence, 
F.  Pickett,  Ince,  Holden,  Cook,  Ambrose,  and  Mack 
Olive,    Several  prizes  were  offered  during  the  evening. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
The  members  of  the  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society  held 
their  annual  dinner  at  the  club-room,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Cardiff,  on  April  27.  The  president  of  the  society,  Dr, 
W.  Taylor,  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  P.  Adey  was 
vice-chairman.  A  short  toast  list  was  gone  through.  Mr. 
J.  T.  Crouch  proposed  the  "  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society" 
in  appropriate  terms,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Watkins,  in  respond- 
ing, spoke  of  the  pollution  of  the  Taff  and  Ely  rivers,  and 
tlie  necessity  of  obtaining  better  facilities  for  the  fisher- 
men on  the  Roath  Park  Lake.  He  also  referred  to  stej.^ 
which  had  been  taken  in  the  district  in  the  way  of  pisci- 
culture, and  particularly  the  efforts  af  Mr.  A.  E.  Arm- 


strong, under  whose  guidance  many  thousands  of  trout- 
try  had  been  hatched  fjr  re-stocking  the  Ely  and  the 
society's  waters  on  the  Rhymtey  by  gift  from  Mr 
Armstrong. 

In^  proposing  the  "Taff  and  Ely  Fly  J"'ishing  Associa- 
tion, Mr.  Armstrong  spoke  strongly  on  matters  of  pollu- 
ticn,  and  urged  on  all  anglers  and  angling  societies  to 
agitate  for  improvement,  as  it  was  useless  breeding  trout 
and  re-stockmg  the  waters  when  the  natural  food  of  the 
lish  was  destroyed  bypolluti.n.  He  regretted  the  unen- 
lightened and  non-progressive  condition  of  the  South  Wales 
anglers,  from  a  pisciculturisl'.s  point  of  \iew  ;  but  hoped, 
by  the  light  of  his  pre.>^ence,  to  improve  the  error  of  their 
ways,  and  work  them  up  to  the  point  of  assailing  the 
powers,  which  had  hitherto  withstood  all  assaults  and  all 
suggestions  of  improvement,  and  that  ii  was  his  end  and 
aim  to  see  our  streams  pure  and  clear  and  stocked  to  o  er- 
flovting. 

Other  toasts  were  the  "  Visitors,"  the  "  Press,"  and  the 
Chairman."  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  oscasion  to 
present  Mr.  W.  H.  Burrows,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
society,  on  the  occasion  of  his  recent  marriage,  with  a 
handsome  marble  clock.  The  president  made  the 
presentation  with  a  short  bat  appropriate  speech  ;  and 
Mr.  R.  Harris,  thetrea.,arer  of  the  society,  and  one  of  its 
oldest  member.s,  added  a  few  words  of  commendation  on 
the  services  rendered  to  the  society  by  Mr.  Barrows,  and 
the  pleasure  he  and  his  brother  anglers  bad  in  wishing  him 
every  joy  in  his  married  life.  Mr.  Harris  also  ca'led 
attention  to  the  diffiouhies  the  society  had  met  with  in 
year.-i  gone  past  in  fighting  against  polluti  jn,  and  in  obtain- 
ing fishing concess  ions,  and  in  the  ra-stooking  of  the  waters. 
He  did  not  think  the  South  Wales  Anglers  were 
unenlightened  or  non-progres  ire.  The  society  had  year 
I  y  year  obtained  increased  advantages  for  its  members, 
and  he  hoped  their  efforts,  which  were  not  likely  to  be 
relaxed,  would  bring  more  benefits  in  the  futurj. 

J.  W.  Gregg. 


^om  from  tte  ^ort(). 


"Wa'er,  water  everywhere,  but  not  a  drop  to  fish," 
with  apologies  to  Cowper.  Such  a  flooding  of  the  Dee, 
Don,  Yihan,  Ugie,  and  North  and  South  Eskshas  not  been 
known  for  generations  back.  The  lowlands  and  haughs 
along  the  rivers'  beds  were  turned  into  lochs,  and  the 
damage  done  can  only  be  guessed  at,  not  estimated. 

From  a  piscatorial  point  of  view  I  do  not  believe  in. 
excessive  floods.  The  damage  to  the  "  lies  "  of  the  fish, 
the  young  fry  in  the  river,  the  banks,  and  pools  generally, 
&c,,  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  any  benefit  which  may  bi 
derived.   

Strange  to  say,  neither  the  Ness,  Spey,  nor  Deveron 
were  much  affected,  the  rain  storm  having  burst  over  the> 
north-east  corner,  and  "  favoured"  Aberdeen,  Kincardine,, 
and  Forfarshire  in  particular. 


Sir  Wm.  Brooks  and  Lady  Brooks  have  returned  to 
their  home  in  the  Glen,  on  Deeside,  after  a  sojourn  of 
.sjme  months  in  the  South  of  France.  Sir  William,  in 
returning  from  the  fishing  on  Monday  latt,  observed  a 
strange  atmospherical  phenomenon  in  the  north-western 
' /.  An  illuminated  arc,  displayimg  colours  similar  to 
those  of  the  rainbow,  which  another  observer  describes  as 
a  halo  made  by  the  setting  tun  and  a  rain  cloud.  This 
was  Monday.  Since  Wednesday,  and  during  the  next 
forty-eight  hours,  two  solid  inches  of  ra'n  fell  on  Dee  and 
Donside.   

Mr.  Geen,  thefamou.s  salmon  spinner,  has  been  putting- 
in  his  spring  holiday  on  the  Lyon,  at  Fortingall^  and  is 
shortly  expected  on  Deeside  for  a  turn  at  the  grilse  ;  but 
as  yet  there  has  been  no  word  of  the  latter. 


On  Monday  the  rivers  had  sunk  some  4ft.  or  5ft.,  and, 
although  still  too  big,  yet  considerable  sport  was  got, 
especially  on  the  lower  waters,  where  a  good  head  of  fresli 
run  fish  was  met  with.  ^ 

There  is  a  little  bit  of  free  water  at  Cults,  four  miles 
from  Aberdeen,  on  the  Dee,  where  a  salmon  may  be  got 
occasionally,  and  a  few  sea  trout  when  there  are  any 
about.  We  had  a  splendid  basket  of  the  latter  there  on^ 
Monday,  heaviest  IJlb.   

As  a  fishing  centre  Aberdeen  is  making  the  running  by 
leaps  and  bounds.  The  other  day  all  former  records  were 
broken,  when  some  340  tons  of  fish  were  landed.  Three 
times  the  nurket  was  lined  from  end  to  end,  and,  taking 
the  average  at  the  low  one  of  £8  per  ton,  the  day's  turn- 
over would  amount  probably  to  £2720. 


The  site  of  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  in  Aberdeen  h:s 
been  arranged  near  the  bathing  station,  and  in  full  view  of 
the  North  Sea.  Twenty  acres  have  been  marked  off,  and 
as  the  property  belongs  to  the  town,  and  is  almost  value- 
less, there  will  be  no  ground  rent  to  pay.  The  accesses 
will  be  easy,  and  as  the  months  of  July,  August,  and 
September  will  likely  see  the  extreme  life  of  the  show,  the 
bracing  sea  breezes  will  be  all  the  more  welcome  to  visitors 
from  the  south,  A  two  miles  coast  drive  from  the  Dee  to 
the  Don  is  also  being  pushed  vigorously  forward. 


L'pwards  of  1000  one-year-old  rainbcwj  (Sabno  irideu^i) 
were  brought  from  Culrain,  Lancashire,  by  Sir  Jacob 
Wilson,  for  Mr,  Hooley's  private  locbj  Corr,  in  Ross-, 
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lire.  Only  twenty-five  were  dead  on  the  arrival  of  the 
.jneignment.  For  native  trout  Loch  Corr  stands  par 
excellence  in  the  Highlands,  and,  as  far  as  stocking  it  with 
foreigners  is  concerned  for  sport,  is  carrying  coals  to  New- 
castle with  a  vengeance.  If  for  experimental  purposes, 
then  that  is  all  right,  but  we  tliink  the  consignment  rather 
small,  and  it  will  take  some  considerable  lime  before 
results  can  be  obtained  in  such  a  place  as  Loch  Corr. 
Better  a  small,  well  stocked  stream. 


The  Messrs.  Pirie,  of  world-wide  paper  fame,  are  still 
extending  their  immense  factories  on  the  Don,  at  Waterton. 
Already  they  own  an  extensive  town  of  buUdings  there, 
including  churches,  schools,  and  other  institutions  for 
their  numerous  workers.  To  prevent  pollution  as  much  as 
possible,  a  large  series  of  sand  filters  are  also  being  laid 
down.     .  Special  Scotch, 


IprovinciaMRotea 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  CUSTRICT. 

The  Severn  Fishery  Board  held  their  quarterly  meeting 
on  Thursday  last,  April  28,  at  the  Birmingham  Council 
House,  when  the  chief  business  taken  into  consideration 
was  the  improvement  of  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
and  "death  and  destruction  to  the  coarse  fish,"  as  per 
usual.  One  thing  I  notice  from  the  report  of  the  meeting,  is 
that  the  board  are  beginning  to  become  alive  to  the  fact 
that  samlets  are  being  taken  in  large  quantities  by  inex- 
perienced anglers,  who  retain  them  under  the  idea  that 
they  are  small  trout.    They  now,  in  order  to  prevent  this, 
think  about  adopting  a  length  limit.    This  is  a  very  good 
.   suggestion,  and  perhaps  they  will,  after  two  or  three 
years'  consideration,  adopt  some  scale  of  measurement. 
The  superintendent  reported  that  the  river  was  still  being 
polluted  at  Newtown,  Welshpool,  and  Ironbridge.    This  is 
a  serious  matter,  and  should  be  put  a  stop  to  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  it  is  my  firm  opinion  that  it  is  this  pollu- 
tion that  does  more  to  deplete  the  river  of  the  game 
fish  than  anything  else.    The  members  of  the  board  say 
that  it  is  the  abundance  of  coarse  fish  that  causes  such  a 
scarcity  of  the  game  fish  ;  but  I  think  that  if  the  board 
would  do  something  to  try  and  prevent  the  river  from 
being  turned  into  a  common  sewer,  and  leave  the  coarse 
fish  alone,  they  would  be  doing  a  service  which  would  earn 
for  them  the  respect  of  all  classes  of  anglers  who  fish  the 
Severn.    Mr.   Sanders,  the  secretary  of  the  Banbury 
Association,  paid  me  a  visit  on  Saturday  last,  and  reported 
that  his  association  was  making  steady  numerical  progress, 
and  also  that  they  had  acquired  some  excellent  stretches 
of  fresh  water  for  the  members  from  the  local  gentry  free 
of  cost;  in  fact,  the  whole  of  the  water  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  members  had  been  given  free  to  them  on 
the  conditions  that  no  Sunday  fishing  would  be  allowed, 
and  that  the  water  should  be  properly  protected  during 
the  close  season,  and  that  no  damage  should  be  done  to 
the  growing  crops.    Mr.  Sanders  speaks  highly  of  the 
Fenny  Compton  canal,  a  portion  of  which  they  have 
permnsion  to  fish  and  net  for  the  re-stocking  of  their 
waters.    The  Oxford  Association,  he  also  informs  me,  have 
a  portion  of  this  canal,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  trespassed 
upon  by  our  members  when  fishing  in  this  locality.  There 
IS  a  splendid  reservoir  at  Napton,  which  is  about  three 
miles  from  Fenny  Compton,  which  is  free  to  fish  upon 
obtamiiig  permission  from   the  two  local  innkeepers. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  fish  in  this  neighbourhood,  which 
should  during  the  coming  season  provide  good  sport  for  all 
who  visit  this  locality.    The  water  contains  chiefly  pike 
and  roach  of  above  the  average  size.    Mr.  T.  Coles  has 
been  very  auccassful  during  the  last  fortnight  amongst 
the   trout,    his    two   best   fish   weighed    61b.    5oz. ; 
they   were   in   excellent   condition,    and   were  taken 
from  private  water  within  easy  distance  from  Birmin gham. 
1  very  much  regret  to  have  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr. 

■J^'  many  .vears  has  been  closely  connected 

with  our  angling  associations.  For  some  two  years  the 
deceased  gentleman  has  suffered  from  a  chest  disorder 
but  he  partly  recovered  from  this  affliction,  when  a  tumour 
began  to  develop  itself,  and  in  order  to  prolong  his  life 
he,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  underwent  a  very  painful 
operation,  from  which  he  never  survived.  The  deceased 
gentleman  was  treasurer  to  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association,  president  and  treasurer  to  the  St.  George's 
bociety  trustee  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  and 
one  ot  the  Birmingham  representatives  on  the  Provincial 
Association  Committee.  He  also  held  several  important 
oacas  m  connection  with  the  Foresters,  Patriots,  and 
other  friendly  societies.  His  death  took  place  on 
Wednesday  evemng,  AprU  27.  He  was  very  highly 
respected,  and  his  death  will  be  a  sad  loss  to  all  the 
organisations  with  which  he  was  connected.  He  leaves  a 
Z'^A  t°  loss.    He  was  buried  on  Monday  last, 

at  ilidgbaston  Old  Church,  when  the  representatives  from 
tne  societies  mentioned  assembled  to  pay  to  him  their  last 
tribute  ot  respecb.  Some  grand  wreaths  were  sent  by  the 
triendiy  and  angling  societies. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

iJrequent  showers  during  the  week  have  freshened  the 
streams,  and,  with  warmer  weather,  have  caused  the  fish 
to  be  more  on  the  move  than  they  have  been  of  late,  and 
betW^  T^lf  fis^e"  liave,  in  consequence,  done 

ane^of  n        ri-*^  SF^atly  retarded  the  appear- 

ance of  natural  flies  m  any  considerable  number  ;  but  now 
t.IpI^''?!.  numerous  on  several  streams,  and,  in 

places,  the  fish  rise  pretty  freely  during  the  day,  from 
itreLS^  to  four  chiefly.    There  has  been  an  , 

dav«  T.r.  i  ^-  ""^^^^  ''^  *°      "^"3  the  last  few 

1^5"°^  intervals  some  satisfactory  sport 

has  been  had  on  several  of  the  waters.    The  Dotteref  or 


May-yellow  fly,  has  made  its  appearance  ;  and  this  fly  will 
be  found  useful  on  most  Derbyshire  streams  until  the 
month  of  September.    The  Wye  has  this  week  had  an 
average  number  of  visitors  on  the  Eowsley,  Haddon,  and 
Bake  well  kngths,  and  some  decent  lots  of  fish  have  been 
taken,  but  no  large  catches  appear  to  have  been  made.  On 
the  higher  reaches,  by  Ashford,   Monsal,  and  Millers 
Dales,  several  fair  creels  have  been  made,  and  the  private 
waters  there  have  afforded  some  tolerably  good  sport. 
Anglers  on  the  smaller  streams  of  the  Peak  distiiob— the 
Ashop,  Nowe,  and  Castletonburn— have  had  moderately 
satisfactory  sport  on  fine,  open  days ;  but  it  is  yet  early  for 
these  waters.    Several  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  upper 
lengths  of  the  Derwent  about  Ashopton,  but  only  small 
baskets  have,  as  a  rule,  been  made.    Sport  has  been  some- 
what better  on  the  Yorkshire  Bridge  and  Bamford 
reaches ;    and  from  Sicoleholme  downwards,  through 
the   vaUey   to    Calver,    the    fishing   has    been  fairly 
good.    Visitors    have    been    tolerably    numerous  on 
the  Baslow  and  Chatsworth  waters,  and  several  good 
creels  have  been  made  both  by  bottom  and  fly  anglers  ■  and 
lower  down,  on  the  Calton,  Beely,  and  Eowsley  lengths, 
Uie  sport  has  been  tolerably  good  on  the  fair,  warm  days. 
The  Darley  Dale  reaches  have  yielded  several  brace  of 
good  sized  fish,  and  a  few  small  creels  have  been  made  on  the 
Matlock  waters.    There  have  not  been  many  an  glers  on  the 
favourite  Cromford  and  Lea  Hurst  lengths  at  present,  but 
a  few  visitors  who  have  tiied  the  river  there  have  done 
moderately  well.     Bottom  anglers  on  the  Holmesford, 
Whatstanwell,  and  Ambergate  reaches  have  had  fair 
sport ;  and  from  the  neighbouring  tributary,  the  Amber 
some  small  baskets  have  been  taken.    The  tributary' 
Ecclesbourne,  and  the  sub-tributary,  the  Sherbourne,  have 
had  several  visitors,  and  a  few  nice  lots  of  fish  have' been 
taken.    Anglers  have  not  been  very  numerous  on  any  part 
c  during  tie  past  week,  and  although  a  number 

of  baskets  have  been  made,  none  of  them  have  been  very 
large.    In  Dovedale,  however,  two  or  three  anglers  have 
done  well,  killing  several  brace  of  good  sized  fish  each 
The  neighbouring  Manifold  has  had  a  few  visitors,  who 
have  had  moderately  satisfactory  sport.    Considering  that 
out  of  the  last  week  only  the  days  since  Sunday  have  been 
favourable  for  angling,  the  sport  generally  has  been  very 
fair.  Derbyshire  streams  are  now  in  excellent  condition. 
FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  Driffield  Anglers'  Club  opened  their  season  on  the 
famous  Driffield  trout  streams  last  week  with  every 
prospect  of  a  good  season,  the  streams  being  well  stocked 
with  fish  ;  but  the  day  in  question  was  not  an  ideal  one  in 
a-n  angling  point  of  view,  for  a  strong  easterly  wind  pre- 
.vailed;  nevertheless,  some  very  fair  baskets  were  madj 
Mr.  Cammells  heading  the  list  with  four  and  half  brace  of 
nice  sized  fish,  and  the  next  basket  contained  two  and  half 
brace.  The  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  and 
amongst  those  present  were  Col.  Brooksbank  Maior 
Boyd,  Capt.  F.  H.  Reynard,  Mr.  Harrison  Holt,  Mr.  F 
Hoare,  Mr.  H.  Hoare  (London),  Mr.  Heywood  Jones 
(Scarborough),  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Higgms,  and  others.  The 
trout  fishing  on  the  river  Hull  has  much  improved 
during  the  past  week,  a  few  very  good  fish  having 
been  taken  m  the  upper  waters,  and  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  river  below  Beverley,  odd  trout  have  been 
met  with  of  good  size— one  was  tiken  on  Monday  at 
^igham  that  scaled  close  upon  21b.,  and  Mr.  Geo 
Thompson,  of  the  Brunswick  Angling  Society,  showed  one 
last  week  that  weighed  21b.  14ioz.    The  flounders  are  now 
weli  on  the  run  in  the  tidal  waters,  and  at  a  match  which 
took  place  at  Grovehill  the  members  of  the  Marlborough 
A.b    bad  a  very  good  catch  of  these  fish,  Mr.  W  J 
BarkerheadingtheKstoftheprize-winnerswitholb.  llfoz  ■ 
J  PhiUipson  taking  the  second  with  31b.  2ioz  • 

and  Mr  J  Moore  the  third  with  31b.  |oz.  The  Kingston 
A.b.  fished  a  match  on  Swinemoor,  and  did  fairly  well 
Mr.  W.  Holloway  taking  the  first  prize.  The  George  and 
iJragon  A.b.  also  fished  one  on  Swinemoor,  Mr.  J  Redman 
being  the  first  winner ;  whilst  the  Kingston  Rovers  A.S.  wiU 
fish  their  first  match  on  Minto  Flatts,  on  Monday,  May  9  • 
and  on  the  12th  inst.  the  Holderness  Thursday  A.S  will 
open  their  season  at  Weelferry.  The  Holderness  drains  are 
reported  in  first  class  condition  for  worm  fishing  the 
flounders  being  well  on  the  feed,  although  the  members  of 
the  JiastEidmg  A.S.  did  not  succeed  in  catching  any  great 
amount  of  them,  for  the  first  prize  winner,  Mr.  J.  North 
had  only  lojoz.  to  his  crediD,  but,  no  doubt,  this  was 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  easterly  winds.  The  second 
and  thu-d  prize  winners  were  Messrs.  J.  Plowman  and  J 
Barr.  The  Izaak  Walton  A.S.  are  taking  time  by  the 
forelock,  for  they  fish  their  second  match  tbis  season  on 
Monday  next,  on  the  Burstwick  drain,  at  Hedon. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

I  his  county,  evidently  inspired  by  the  spirited  enter- 
prise ()t  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  appears  to  have  adopted 
the  rainbow  trout  with  cordiality,  and  its  introduction  is 
pretty  general  into  all  our  waters.  The  latest  news  is  to 
hand  from_  Liverpool,  where  the  East  End  Angling  Societv 
are  experimenting  on  1000  ova  in  the  WilUam  Brown- 
street  Aquanum.  This  is  not  the  first  attempt  in  this 
line.  In  their  own  private  waters  the  rainbows  are  giving 
great  promise  of  good  sport ;  the  fly,  worm,  maggot,  and 
even  paste  has  accounted  for  good  fish  up  to  12in.7  but  all 
have  been  returned  under  the  rule  fixing  August  1  as  the 
earhest  date  for  retaining  fish,  which  must  be  of  a  good 
size.  Altogether  there  are  about  400  known  angle?s  in 
^  v^"ll^,"®''P°°'  '^l'^^"-  The  East  End  Society  is,  no 
doubt,  the  largest  with  140  members.  Two  anglers  from 
this  city  visited  the  Dee,  at  Corwen.  Mr.  Laycock  took 
a  trout  of  l|lb.  The  pike  and  jack  were  troublesome. 
Others  hive  been  out  on  the  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain 
with  only  moderate  success.  The  Liverpool  Association 
are  due  for  a  match  on  the  12th  inst.,  in  private  waters, 
and  this  wiU  be  followed  by  another  event  in  private 
waters  near  Ruabon.    Another  party  has  been  to  tbe 


Dee,  at  Glyndyfody  and  Carrog,  but  found  the  river  too 
low  and  clear.  On  a  recent  day,  Mr.  Ramsbottom  took 
seven  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  o'f  average  size.  The  East- 
enders  have  been  to  the  Alyn  and  Doe,  near  Rosset ;  sport 
only  moderate.  The  Middleton  A.S.  have  just  negotiated 
(heir  annual  meeting  and  dinner.  Dr.  B.'ayney  presiding. 
EveryUiing  passed  off  most  enjoyably.  The  genial  doctor 
was  unanimously  re-elected  president,  and  his  prize,  a 
handsome  gold  medal,  was  presented  to  Mr.  ^V.  Webster. 
Mr.  Jas.  Haslam  was  re-elected  hon.  secretary,  and  Mr. 
W.  Schofield  was  presented  with  the  medal  for  season's 
specimens.  Evidently  the  meml;ers  are  satisfied  with  their 
officers,  and  the  society  is  progressing.  The  Wigan  and 
IJistrict  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  has  decided  on 
July  9  for  their  £10  match  in  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
the  venue  being  Astley.  The  latest  club  to  declare  its 
existence  is  the  Leigh  A.S.,  with  headquarters  at  the  Drill 
Hall  Tavern  in  that  town.  Their  host  is  Mr.  Walter 
Emery,  late  of  Pendleton,  an  enthusiastic  angler,  and  a 
well-known  character. 


FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Rain  has  fallen  in  unlimited  quantities  since  my  last 
notes  were  despatched,  and  the  trout  streams,  which  had 
been  running  in  extremely  low  volume  ever  since  the 
advent  of  the  season,  have  been  vastly  improved.  Anglers 
liave  consequently  been  out  in  stronger  forcse  this  week, 
and  bottom  fishing  has  proved  fairly  remunerative  on  the 
Barliogs  river  and  the  streams  in  the  Sleiford  district. 
We  are  still  having  cold  weather,  the  wind  repeatedly 
veering  into  the  north  and  north-east.  Under  thesj  con- 
ditions there  is  yet  a  scarcity  of  insect  life,  and  fly  fishing 
IS  still  at  a  discount.  On  the  more  sheltered  reaches, 
however,  this  class  of  sport  has  been  practised  with  vary- 
ing success,  and  the  fish  which  have  been  captured  have 
generally  fell  to  the  March  Brown  and  Red  Spinner. 
Coarse  fish  anglers  will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  Pen 
drains  promise  to  furnish  no  lack  of  spoit  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  season.  Up  to  the  present  everything 
has  been  in  favcui-  of  the  spawning  of  both  roach  and 
bream,  and  some  settled  warm  weather  is  only  required 
to  improve  the  prospects  of  angling  generally. 

FROM  MANCHESTER, 

_  The  anglers  in  this  city  are  extremely  (juiet,  very  Httle 
isbeing  heard  of  them  ;  either  their  modesty  is  getting 
the  upper  hand  or  they  want  stirring  up.    One  notable 
exception  to  this  rule  is  that  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials 
who  simply  will  never  take  a  back  seat,  "they'll  bust 
tust,  _   so  say  they  all.    On  the  2nd,  at  their  ordinary 
meeting,  the  room  was  full,  and  at  the  close  so  were  a  few 
of  the  members,  but  it  was  with  bread  and  cheese  pro- 
vided by  the  treasurer,  and  the  "  social  "part  of  their  name  ' 
was  well  mamtained.    Reverting  to  the  agenda  of  the 
evening,  it  mcluded  the  fixing  of  dates  for  their  champion-  ' 
ship  series,  and  the  following  were  selected  :  First  com-  ' 
petition,  at  Strines,  June  25,  26,  and  27  ;  second  compe- 
tition, at  Irlam,  July  23,  24,  and  26  ;  third  competition, 
at  Kersal,  Aug.  27,  29,  and  31.    Nest  meeting  their  con- 
testing team  will  be  selected,  at  any  rate,  a  trial  team  will  ' 
Several  of  our  city  men  have  been  paying  a  little  attention 
to  the  Corporation  reserves  at  Woodhead,  in  the  Long- 
dendale  Valley.  Mr.  Schmidt,  a  few  days  since,  accounted 
tor  ssveral  brace  of  average  size  ;  and  Mr.  Sam  Brooks  is 
also  reported  as  doing  well  in  these  waters.    In  all  our 
local  waters  the  rainbow  trout  are  thriving  well.  Every 
club  that  has  so  far  introduced  them  report  favourably 
One  good  soul  says  :  "  They  are  as  bold  as  Jaoksharps  '' 
bo  they  are.  Very  good  reports  are  to  hand  of  the  private 
waters  ot  the  Levenshulme,  Buckland,  and  Kingfisher 
Angling  Societies.    They  are  now  showing  a  good  return 
tor  all  the  expense  and  trouble  bestowed  upon  them.  The 
Robin  Hoods  are  also  looking  forward  to  good  times  in 
their  new  waters,  the  acquisition  of  which  has  increased 
their  roll  caU  to  large  proportions.    Puzzle  :  "  What  kind 
ot  fish  are  those  in  the  case  in  Mr.  Ramsbottom's  window. 
How  many  roach,  how  many  rudd  ?  " 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Very  few  trout  have  been  taken  in  this  district  during 
the  past  week.  At  Fakenham,  on  the  Wensnm  Preserva- 
tion Society's  water,  the  "  scour  "  is  now  on.  This  is  the 
rising  from  the  bed  of  the  river  of  masses  of  confervoid 
growth,  which  float  down  the  stream  in  lumps  of  varying 
size  and  IS  sometimes  so  thick  as  to  preclude  all  chances 
ot  fly  fishing.  It  generally  lasts  two  or  three  weeks,  and 
has  been  on  a  week  now.  The  duration  depends  on  the 
weather  to  some  extent.  A  few  good  catches  of  bream 
have  been  obtained  at  Horning  and  Wroxham,  on  the 
Bure,  and  a  few  good  roach  have  been  killed  at  Brundall 
on  the  Tare.  Except  for  these,  there  has  been  very  little' 
fashing  done  in  this  locality. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  sue  session  of  rises,  though 
all  are  for  the  best.  Coarse  fish  are  located  on  the 
gravelly  shallows  for  the  purposes  of  spawning,  which 
promises  to  be  productive  of  more  than  average  results 
balmon  fishing  is  a  blank,  and  it  will  be  unless  the 
subscribers  to  the  Shardlow  and  King's  Mills  sections 
seek  to  throw  either  worm  tackle  or  a  Devon  minnow  over 
the  favourite  pools.  On  the  Dover  Beck,  Messrs.  J. 
Taylor  F.  J.  Lindley,  T.  Lewis,  and  J.  Hack,  of  the 
ijag  s  Head  Society,  have  taken  a  few  brace  of  trout  with 
the  worm  ;  and  sundry  trout  hive  been  killed  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  Greet  by  Mr.  Henry  Benson  and  friends. 
IS ews  at  the  various  clubs  is  extremely  scarce.  Members 
in  the  ensuing  season  will  enjoy  additional  privileges, 
through  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  to 
btathern  and  Harly,  and  Bottesford :  also  to  Crow 
Park,  covering  Carlton-on-Trent.  Personally,  I  have 
been  on  a  touring  mission  re  trout  in  Lincolnshire, 
i  riends  of  my  own  here  express  great  surprise  that  J. 
Keene,  jun.  (not  senior),  of  Datchet,  has  not  responded 
to  the  challenge  I  not  long  ago  issued. 
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OGDEN  &,  SCOTFORD, 

Pittville  Gates,  Cheltenham ;  and  London. 

PRACTICAL  MANUFACTURERS  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS, 
FLIES,  &c.      Very  Special  SINGLE  SALMON  CASTS,  Tested  from  81b. 

Oris[inal  Makers  of  the  Multum-in-Parvo  Trout  Rods  in  Greenheart  and  Split  Cane. 

LISTS  IFI^EE. 


For  Wind  and  Weather, 
Storm  and  Thorn, 

Nothing  Beats 


The  Pure  Wool 
Sporting  Cloth. 


K.  L.  WEDGWOOD,  Esq,, 
The  Upper  House,  Barlaston,  Stoke-on-Trent, 

writes,  April  11,  1898 : 

"  Have  been  fishing  all  day  in  the  rain,  and 
was  delighted  to  find  how  well  the  cloth  threw 
off  the  water,  and  that  not  a  drop  came  through." 


Dr.  Jaeqer's  Co.,  Ld., 

Pure  Wool  Tailors, 

42,   Conduit  Street,   New  Bond  Street,  W. 

Telegi'amS:  "  HIGHMOST,  LONDON." 


TROUT!  TROUT!!  TROUT!!! 

Anglers  wishing  to  have  their  Trout 
Preserved  and  Mounted  in  first-class  style 
should  send  them  direct  to 

F.  W.  ANSTISS, 

Specialist  in  Fisli  Preserving  and 
Mounting. 

OHAROES  MODERATE. 

TROUT  TACKLE. 

RODS,     XEEIiS,     I.INES,  7Z.IES, 
and  BAITS 

OF  THE  MOST  EELIA.BLE  QUAI,ITT  KEPT 
IN  STOCK. 

Double  Wings,  Floating  Flies  ...  2s,  6d. 
Single       „  „  2s.  Od. 

Hackle  Flies  .    Is.  6d. 

ANY  FLIES  DRESSED  TO  PATTERN, 

Can  now  be  obtained  at 

23,  FIRST  STREET,  WALTON  STREET, 

LONDON,  S.W. 


SHA:W8 
WATERPROOF  DRESSING  for  LINES 

lmpart.s  a  pleasant  flexibility,  and  does 
not  rot  the  lines.  Easily  and  quickly 
applied.  Price,  per  cake,. Is. ;  post  free, 
Is.  2d. — Shaw,  40,  Bagby-road,  Wood- 
house-lane,  Leeds. 


FOR  PRESERVING 


USE! 

r;riA\otiONVsASi  SCHERING'S 


FORMALIN 


As  supplied  by  all 
Chemists,  or  direct  from 


The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd., 


9,  10,  St.  Uary-at-KlU. 
XiOitdon,  E.G. 


HIGHLY  RECOMMENDED   BY   MEDICAL  MEN. 

iMOC-MAiN; 


WSITruss 


Ills  Et  on  having 
AVhite's  Tru«s. 
Those  beartngourna 
^ramped  on  the  br 
iever  art  alone  genui 
Bewareof  inferior  imitations. 

KiNDLT  me: 


Consultations,  Hescriptive  Circu- 
lar. Price  lAs,t,  &c.,  free. 
J.  WHITE&CO..LQ.,IiOndon. 
228.  Piccadilly  (first  floor). 
Two  doors  fropi.llayma  "ket. 
Est.  50  Years.  Female  Attendant. 
NOT  sold  by  the  Stores  (Army  tf  .Savij.  If^rJ 

.TION  TUI3  MaOAZINB. 


BROWN'S 
PHANTOM  MINNOW 

IS 

"The  Best  Artificial  Bait  ever 
yet  Invented." 

Pitted  with  Geen's  Patent  Swivel,  it  has  the 
Simplest,  Neatest,  and  Strongest  Spinning 
Attachment  of  any  Bait  extant. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Price  List  of  High 
Class  Fishing  Tackle  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 
64,   GEOKQB   ST.,  ABEBDEEN. 

TELK9BAM8;  "  PHAKTOM,  ABEBDEEN." 


BISHOFSTOEE,  HANTS. 

To  LET,  Furnished,  a  very  attraotiyo 
RESIDENCE  in  the  picturesque 
village  of  Bishopstoke,  with  tastefully 
laid  out  gardens,  and  containing  largo 
dining  and  drawing  rooms,  library,  house- 
keeper's room,  and  usual  offices,  eleven 
bedrooms;  good  cellars.  Also  fishing.— 
Apply  to  EicHAKD  Austin,  Auctioneer, 
Bishop's  Waltham. 
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FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Owing  to  the  unreliable  character  of  the  w€ather  daring 
the  past  week  or  so,  Sheffield  anglers  have  not  been  able 
to  derote  so  much  time  to  fishing  as  they  would  have  liked 
to  have  done.  During  the  times  fishermen  have  been 
enabled  to  fish  good  sport  has  been  obtained  close  at  home, 
in  the  river  Sheaf,  and  some  very  fine  trout  have  been  taken. 
The  Victoria  dam,  Abbeydale,  a  fine  sheet  of  water  con- 
nected with  the  Sheaf,  five  miles  from  Sheffield,  has 
furnished  some  gratifying  sport,  whilst  further  down  the 
stream  rodsters  have  managed  to  hook  specimens 
weighing  about  Jib.,  from  the  water  near  MiUhouses 
station.  The  private  fishing  waters  of  the  Sheffield 
Trout  Anglers  Society,  on  the  Ambar,  near  Wing- 
field,  have  not  yielded  anything  like  the  number  of 
fish  they  did  a  short  time  ago.  The  reports  from  the  Idle 
are  much  more  encouraging  than  they  have  been  for  Bome 
time,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Retford  anglers  have 
experienced  some  good  times,  getting  very  nice  dishes  of 
fish,  several  of  the  specimens  turning  the  scale  at  close 
upon  lib.  In  the  private  and  club  waters  of  the  Derwent 
anglers  have  fared  exceedingly  well,  and  in  the  Hather- 
sage  and  Chatsworth  club  waters  rodsters  from  Sheffield, 
Lancashire,  and  London  have  obtained  results  that  have 
been  most  encouraging,  anglers  obtaining  from  three  to 
eix  brace  per  rod.  Near  Matlock  fishermen  have  had  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  sport  that  has  fallen  to 
their  lot,  whilst  in  the  other  well-known  reaches  of  the 
river  good  catches  have  been  made.  From  the  Boston 
districts  come  glowing  accounts  of  coarse  fish  spawning, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  season  will  open  auspiciously. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

■  The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Severn  Conservancy  Board 
was  held  at  Birmingham  on  Thursday  in  last  week,  but 
the  proceedings  do  not  appear  to  have  been  either  very 
interesting  or  very  important.  The  financial  statement 
for  the  quarter  showed  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of 
revenue  derived  from  salmon  licences,  the  total  being 
£122,  as  compared  with  £133  in  1897,  and  £150  in  1896. 
The  amount  obtained  from  trout  licences,  on  the  other 
hand,  showed  a  slight  increase.  The  suggestion  made  by 
Mr.  Clement,  that  a  si^e  limit  should  be  applied  to  trout, 
is  worthy  of  careful  consideration.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  destruction  of  small  trout  in  the  Upper  Severn 
and  tributaries  should  be  stopped ;  and,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  the  bailiffs  are  powerless  to  prevent  it. 
Reports  from  various  sources  go  to  prove  that  the  numbsr 
of  samlets  in  the  Upper  Severn  this  year  has  been  smaller 
than  in  the  past,  and  much  smaller  than  is  necessary  to 
keep  up  the  stock  of  the  river.  At  Shrewsbury  it  is 
reported  that  samlets  have  been  netted  by  poachers,  and 
publicly  sold,  but  these  statements  must  be  accepted  with 
reserve.  If  such  be  the  case,  however,  blame  cannot  be 
attached  to  the  local  bailiffs,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that 
illegal  practices  are  now  far  less  prevalent  than  they  used 
to  be.  The  Severn  Angling  Association  has  turned  into 
the  river  ai  Shrewsbury  and  in  the  Bridgnorth  district 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  30,000  fry  reared  this  year  in 
their  hatchery ;  and,  in  addition,  a  quantity  of  trout  up  to 
lib.  in  weight,  which  have  been  in  the  rearing  ponds,  have 
also  been  transferred  to  the  river  at  Shrewsbury. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  bad  a  week  of  very  variable  weather — some 
days  wet,  with  clear,  frosty  nights,  and  rain  again  in  the 
morning,  and  a  keen  easterly  wind  accompanying  it. 
Yesterday  the  wind  went  round  into  the:  outh,  and, 
although  t  lowing  strong,  the  temperature  is  much  milder, 
and  there  is  every  indication  of  more  rain,  and  the  anglers' 
prospects  are  altogether  better.  Fishing  in  the  Severn  has 
been  almost  nil.  Trout  in  this  district  are  conspicuous  by 
the  ir  absence.  Salmon  fishing  very  bad  indeed ;  the  nets  have 
taken  but  two  or  three  fish  aU  the  week,  and  some  of  the 
nets  have  had  no  fish  for  weeks.  The  few  anglers  that 
have  visited  the  Teme  have  had  very  indifferent  sport ; 
the  trout  taken  have  been  few,  and  small  in  size,  and 
nearly  every  fish  taken  with  the  worm,  the  stronj 
witd  being  dead  against  the  use  of  the  fly.  Some 
members  visited  their  club  waters  at  a  distance,  the 
president  of  the  association,  Mr.  M.  Perks,  having 
the  best  catch  of  three  or  four  brace  of  fine 
fish,  and  Mr.  J.  T,  Rushton  coming  next  with  two  and  a 
half  brace  of  beauties.  The  various  clubs  are  getting 
very  active,  and  a,rranging  their  competitions,  which  wUl 
commence  immediately  the  close  season  ends.  A  meeting 
of  the  Worcester  and  District  Association  will  be  held  at 
the  Plough  Iru,  Silver-street,  on  Friday  evening  next, 
when  there  will  be  two  new  clubs  to  be  nominated  for 
affiliation,  and  it  will  be  proposed  that  there  be  a  monster 
competition  between  all  the  clubs  in  the  association  on 
the  same  lines  as  last  year,  which  was  a  grand  success. 
Several  other  clubs  are  formed  or  in  the  course  of  forma- 
tion, and  in  this  district  angling  may  be  said  to  be  in  a 
go-ahead  state. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  reports  to  the  end  of  last  week  showed  that, 
although  the  rivers  had  been  rather  low,  trout  fishing  had 
been  fairly  successful  generally.  Such  flies  as  the  Spring 
Black,  Early  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Dark  Watohet 
bad  yielded  sport  on  the  Wharfe,Tore,  Swale,  Nidd,  and 
Rye,  whilst  on  the  Esk  and  Derwent  the  most  effective 
casts  were  the  Waterhen  Bloa  (blue  dun)  and  the  Dark 
Watchet  (iron  blue).  One  angler,  casting  the  last  named 
fly,  killed  nine  and  a  half  brace  of  trout.  Conditions  have 
latterly  been  reversed,  for  inst«a4  of  being  low  and  "as 
clear  as  gin,"  the  rivers  have  been  swollen  by  the  rains  and 
lashed  to  and  fro  by  the  winds.  Splendid  refreshing 
showers  have  fallen  in  the  dales  west  of  Richmond,  and  the 
Swale  and  its  tributaries  in  the  Reeth,  Richmond, 
Catterick,  and  Bolton  distiicts  have  been  nmning  strong 
this  week.  Prospects  will  greatly  improve  should  the 
weather  take  up,  as  the  waters  will  settle  to  a  nice  level 


and  change  their  colour,  which  is  at  present  of  a  muddy 
hue.  Purely  local  anglers  in  the  Ouse  and  the  Foss  expect 
to  benefit  by  the  rains,  anticipating  successful  week- 
end sport.  Warmer  weather  and  a  goad  supply 
of  worms  are  desiderata.  At  Leyburn,  in  Wensley- 
dale,  last  Saturday,  Richard  Greenbank,  mason's 
labourer,  was  charged  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Farrer  St«ad,  Inspector  for  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board, 
with  having  an  unclean  salmon  in  his  possession  at 
Hawes  on  March  15,  and  also  with  selling  salmon  roe. 
Mr.  Stead  said  that  the  case  was  one  of  very  great 
importance,  both  as  regarded  the  food  supply  of  England 
and  the  preservation  of  silmon  and  trout.  There  had 
been  a  great  many  complaints  made  as  to  the  us  3  of  salmon 
roe  in  that  part  of  the  district.  Defendant  was  detected 
trying  to  sell  the  roe  in  Hawes  Market  Place.  He  had  a 
box  containing  five  jars  of  salmon  roe,  and  said  he  had  not 
sold  any  because  he  could  not  get  his  price.  The  bench 
fined  the  defendant,  on  the  first  charge,  £1  and  ^61  for  the 
salmon,  and  103.  3d.  costs,  or  a  month's  imprisonment  in 
default ;  and  for  exposing  salmon  roe  he  was  fined  £2  and 
IDs.  3d.  costs,  or  a  month.  The  money  (in  all  .£5  Os.  Cd.) 
was  paid. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

OiTEBiTE. — You  cannot  fish  the  Thames  from  bank  or 
punt  for  coarse  fisb  during  the  close  gaason  (March  15  to 
June  15), 


[TTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.1 

FISHING  AT  CALAIS. 

My  dear  Maestox, — You  may  like  to  hear  that  since 
we  met  recently  in  Fetter-lane  my  seven-year-old  Charlie 
and  I  have  had  a  bit  of  fun  with  the  whiting  in  the  dock 
here.  We  got  thirty-five  and  one  sardine  this  afternoon, 
with  rag  worm  on  floated  roach  tackle,  and  the  little  boy's 
score  (fourteen  whiting  and  the  sardine)  was  near  enough  to 
that  of  his  pater  to  increase  his  ardour  for  the  sport. 
Yon  _  asked  once,  in  the  Fighing  Gazette,  when  I 
mentioned  catching  sardines  with  rod  and  line  on  the 
Morocco  coast,  "  What  will  not  the  lively  '  SarceUe  '  fish 
for  next?"  Here  is  the  answer:  Herrings,  on  a  small 
trout  fly  (one  took  an  old  Test  Olive,  and  took  it  aicay, 
gut  too  dry  at  head) ;  sprat,  on  a  small  salmon  fly  ;  whiting, 
on  a  sea  trout  fly ;  whiting  and  pollack,  on  earthworm  and 
float  tackle ;  all  in  the  docks  here,  and  all  fair  hooked. 

But  these  are  trivialities,  and  I  hope  to  try  for  some 
decent  trout  when  I  am  less  busy,  now  that  the  east  wind 
reigns  no  longer,  and  mild  rains  have  refreshed  the  land 
and  the  water. — Yours  very  faithfully, 

Calais,  April  27.   Chas.  A,  Payton, 

"  PHEASANT  TAIL'S  "  FOUR-WINGED  BROWN. 

Deae  Sie, — I  mentioned  in  the  article,  for  which  you 
so  kindly  gave  me  space  on  June  13,  1896,  in  referencs  to 
"my  old  Dutch  "the  "Pheasant  Tail"  March  Brown, 
that  there  was  another  fly  with  which  I  had  had  some 
good  sport  in  this  country  in  the  early  fishing  months.  It 
has  also  often  saved  me  going  home  with  an  empty  basket, 
as  fish  win  take  it  when  they  won't  look  at  any  other  fly— 
among  others  I  may  mention  the  Blue  QtiiU  {ivronghj 
called  a  Blue  Upright ;  thank  you,  "  Val  Conson"),  Red 
Hare  Flax,  Palmer,  Blue  and  Silver  Twist,  and  the 
numerous  others.  I  am  informed  by  a  noted  entomologist 
in  this  country,  to  whom  I  received  an  introduction  by 
Mr.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  that  its  scientific  name  is 
Nemoura  varigata,  and  now  inclose  a  specimen.  May  I 
now  ask  you  to  place  the  fly  fisher's  name  to  it  ?  I  shall 
not  be  at  all  surprised  if  "  the  band  plays  "  again,  yet  I 
have  never  seen  it  dressed  so  that  I  could  distinguish  it  In 
any  shop  or  fellow  fisheirnxn's  book.  For  some  three 
years  passed  I  have  been  dressing  it  with  two  haokles, 
because,  as  you  will  notice,  the  highest  wings  are  some- 
what darker  than  the  lower,  and  of  a  different  shade. 
Thus  imitated,  I  have  used  it  on  the  Exe,  Culm,  Dart, 
Avon,  Tavy,  Tamar,  and  Camel  with  like  success.  — Yours 
truly  _        Pheasant  Tail. 

PERMANGANATE  OF  POTASH. 

Dear  Sir,-— The  use  of  permanganate  of  potash  for 
diseased  fish  is  no  new  thing.  I  experimented  with  it 
some_  twenty  years  ago,  as  well  as  with  many  other 
chemicals.  Its  use  is  referred  to  on  page  104  of  "  An 
Angler's  Paradise, and  Howto  Obtain  It."  Itisnow  some 
sixteen  years  ago  that  I  made  use  of  carbolic  acid  with 
great  success,  and  for  a  simple  remedy  I  know  of  nothing 
much  better.  Before  I  found  out  the  advantages  of 
carbolic  I  experimented  with  permanganate,  and  with 
salicylic  acid,  iodine,  chloride  of  sodium,  and  a  number  of 
other  ingredients. 

After  many  long  and  tedious  experiments,  I  have  been 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  a  great  advantage  is  to  be  gained 
in  the  treatment  of  various  cutaneous  dis9ases  of  fish  by 
using  a  mixture  or  judicious  combination  of  various 
substances.  There  are  many  chemicals  which  in  part 
possess  the  necessary  properties,  but  any  of  them  used 
separately  will  not  produce  the  same  beneficial  restiltsthat 
accrue  from  the  use  of  a  compound  dose.  It  is  necessary 
not  only  to  destroy  the  parasite,  but  to  heal  the  wound, 
and  the  cause  and  exact  nature  of  the  disease  must  also  be 
fully  considered.  There  are  several  varieties  of  sapro- 
legnia.  In  some  stages  it  is  comparatively  harmless,  and 
is  exceedingly  amenable  to  medical  treatment. 

There  are  tcany  causes  for  its  appearing  on  the  bodies 
of  fish,  and,  subject  to  these  causes,  it  assumes  a  variety  of 
forms,  in  somS  eases  spreading  with  great  rapidity  and  in 
others  not  spreading  at  all,  or  only  gradually,  whilst  in 


some  instances  it  suddenly  disappears,  and  the  fish  does 
not  appear  to  be  permanently  affected  by  it  at  all.  I  do  not 
remember  having  used  permanganate  of  potash  for  dis- 
infecting a  large  body  of  water,  but  I  have  tried 
several  experiments  with  other  chemicals,  but  have  been 
very  doubtful  as  to  the  advantage  accruing  from  the 
process.  I  have  used  large  quantities  of  rock  salt,  as  well 
as  tons  of  sea  water  and  piles  of  chloride  of  sodium,  for 
dealing  with  water  in  bulk,  but  I  have  found  two  serious 
objections.  The  first  is,  the  quantity  of  material  required 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  experiment  long  enough  to  be  of 
use ;  the  second  is,  that  in  destroying  pests  a  great  many 
valuable  creatures  are  also  killed,  as  weU  as  some 
vegetable  forms,  and  all  this  life  has  to  be  reproduced 
before  a  healthy  equilibrium  is  restored. — Yours,  &o., 
Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries.  J.  J,  Armistead, 


HOW  TO  CATCH  FISH. 
Deae  Sir, — May  I  make  an  appeal  to  one  or  another 
of  your  many  good-natured  correspondents  to  throw  a 
little  light  upon  the  causes  of  my  non-success  in  my 
attempts  at  catching  fish,  I  have  been  an  angler,  as  far 
as  opportunity  would  serve,  from  my  boyhood  upwards — 
grey  hairs  are  now  making  their  appearance — but  still 
remain,  as  my  signature  imports,  a  "  duffer."  As  my 
schoolmaster  used  to  say  when  I  sent  up  time  after  time 
a  copy  of  very  bad  Latin  verses,  "  Poeta  nascitur,  non 
fit ;  so  I  suppose  it  is  with  fishermen.  I  have  read  in 
my  time  many  books  on  angling,  but  when  I  get  to  the 
waterside  I  never  seem  to  remember  anything  of  practical 
importance ;  or,  perhaps,  I  should  rather  say,  the  books 
never  tell  you  just  what  you  want  to  know.  But  to  the 
point.  The  river  here  runs  down  a  valley  over  2000ft. 
above  the  sea  level.  The  bed  is  stony  and  monotonous  ; 
no  runs  and  succeeding  pools ;  no  boulders  with  eddies 
behind  them ;  stream  flowing  rapidly  when  there  is  any 
water  (in  winter  there  is  only  a  thread  trickling  among 
the  stones ;  where  the  trout  get  to  then  only  a  Higher 
Power  knows).  At  intervals,  longer  or  shorter,  there  are 
dams  to  serve  the  uses  of  saw  milb.  The  pools  below 
are,  as'  a  rule,  foaming  whirlpools,  incumbered  with 
drift  wood,  in  which  I  have  lost  more  hooks  and  gut  than 
I  care  to  remember.  There  are  trout  in  the  river,  because 
I  have  caught  a  few  myself,  and  as  the  river  is  farmed  by 
a  professional  fisherman  there  must  be  enough  for  him  to 
get  his  living  by,  I  have  seen  him  at  work.  His  rod  is  a 
thin  clothes  prop  of  deal,  with  a  few  yards  of  water-cord 
tied  to  the  end.  To  the  cord  is  attached,  say,  a  foot  of 
gut  with  a  rather  large  hook,  whicjji  he  baits  with  a  worm, 
or  sometimes  with  a  "  Pfrille  "  (supposed  to  be  a  minnow, 
but  I  doubt  it).  He  always  fishes  under  the  bank,  never 
in  the  stream.  As  far  as  my  observation  goes,  the  fish  do 
not  lie  in  the  stream  ;  it  is  too  strong,  and  there  is  no 
coTer_  for  them.  Fly  fishing  seems  to  be  out  of  the 
question,  I  have  never  seen  fish  rise,  except  in  the  middle 
of  September  in  a  pool  under  one  of  the  weirs,  where 
the  overflow  was  rather  small. 

Now,  what  I  want  particularly  to  know  just  now  is, 
whether  it  would  be  of  any  tise  fishing  with  an  artificial 
May  Fly  or  Stone  Fly  close  under  the  bank  ?  Do  you 
think  the  fish  would  come  out  of  their  holes  to  take  it  as 
it  floated  past  ?  Of  conrs3,  I  wouldn't  ask  the  question  if 
I  happened  to  have  these  flies  with  me  ;  but  it  would  not 
be  worth  while  sending  to  England  for  them  if  an  expert 
thought  that,  looking  to  the  conditions,  success  would  be 
doubtful.  I  have  another  question  to  ask.  Later  in  the 
ssason  I  fish  in  a  small  lake,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  village.  It  is  well  stocked  with  pike  and  large  carp, 
and  holds,  too,  innumerable  quantities  of  small  fish, 
generically  known  as  "weissfich."  The  lake  can  only 
be  fished  comfortably  from  a  boat,  as  the  shores  are  very 
swampy.  The  water  is  of  a  clear  brown  colour,  and  the 
bottom  covered  with  a  mossy  growth.  I  have  fished  for 
pike  in  every  way  known  to  me,  but  in  two  years  have 
taken  only  one  jack  of  21b.  The  lake  may  be  20ft.  deep 
in  the  middle,  and  about  6ft,  at  the  sides. 

I  have  sometimes  caught  small  carp,  say,  from  a  Jib.  to 
Jib.,  but  I  have  occasionally  caught  sight  of  monsters 
swimming  near  the  side.  I  may  say  that  the  lake  is  very 
little  fished,  as  the  man  who  has  the  right  of  fishing  is 
very  chary  of  granting  leave.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
I  don't  expect  you  to  print  this  letter  in  eitenso,  but  I 
shall  be  grateful  if  you  will  give  me  a  few  lines  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  that  will  put  me  in  the  way  of  going  more 
successfully  to  work,  as  from  various  circumstances  I  am, 
as  it  were,  stranded  here,  and  fishing  is  my  only  recreatios, 
not  to  say  that  I  enjoy  a  bit  of  fresh  fish  for  my  breakfast 
now  and  then,  and  the  fisherman's  charges  for  trout  are 
rather  beyond  the  reach  of  my  purse. 

I  inclose  my  card,  but  you  may  use  as  my  noin  de 
plume—  Old  Duffee, 

Austria. 

N.B, — The  only  boat  available  for  use  on  the  lake  is  too 
cranky  to  allow  of  my  standing  up  in  it. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  LOWESTOFT, 
Sie, — I  shall  be  glad  if  any  members  of  the  B,S.A.S. 
can  inform  me  whether  any,  and  what,  sea  fishing  can  be 
obtained  at  Lowestoft  (boat  or  pier)  at  the  end  of  May, 
name  of  boatman,  and  probable  terms,  &c. — Yours  truly, 
  Lac  (B,S.A.S.). 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORTH  MAYO. 
Sir, — I  should  be  very  grateful  if  througa  the  medium 
of  your  paper  I  cotild  get  into  communication  with  anyone 
who  could  ^ve  me  any  information  about  white  trout  and 
salmon  fishing  in  North  Mayo.  I  expect  to  be  there  this 
year,  either  in  August,  or,  what  is  more  likely,  abopt 
Oct,  15,  I  shotild  like  fishing  which  I  could  get  by  staying 
at  an  inn,  or  which  I  could  take  a  rod  on  by  the  week  or 
the  month.  Stream  fishing  preferred.  Would  October  be 
too  late  for  anything  but  salmon  ?  If  so,  I  would  like  the 
sam?  information  about  silmon  fishing. — Yours,  &c..  M, 
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FISHING  IX  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  seen  in  recent  issue  of  J-'ishing 
Gci'ctte  a  gentleman  and  wife,  signed  "  Fly  Rod,"  asking 
for  information  as  to  where  they  oould  get  good  fishing 
(lake  fishing),  I  may  say  that  if  they  wish  to  come  to 
Ireland,  I  can  safely  say  1  cin  give  them  the  best  free 
fishing  in  Ire'and  (river  fishing  also),  amidst  tlie  most 
picturesque  scenery  in  Europe.  English  people  here  are 
getting  excellent  sport. — Yours  truly,        J.  A.  Joyce. 

Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway. 


THE  RIVER  DOVE  (YORKS)  AN(4LING  OLUB. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  my  last  letter  respecting  the  forma- 
tion of  the  River  Dove  Angling  Club,  the  various  streams 
in  this  neighbourhood  have  been  sufficiently  tested  to  give 
a  good  idea  of  the  prospects  for  the  present  season's 
fishing.  On  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Dove  (which  is  well 
wooded  here  and  there), 'three 'miles  or  so  above  the  town 
of  Kirby  Moorside,  fish  have  risen  freely,  and  fifteen  brace 
a  day  has  been  exceeded,  well  over  the  6Jin.  standard. 
Nearer  the  town  larger  fish  have  been  taken,  but  not  quite 
so  numerous ;  while  on  the  club  water  below,  the  few 
strangers  found  fishing  have  been  delighted  with  finding 
large  fish  more  than  a  match  for  their  ordinary  handling. 
These  will  find  ft  a  good  plan  to  take  the  short  cut  to  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  club  water  near  Sparrow' 
Hall  Bridge,  and  fish  upstream,  which  'will  enable  a 
better  hold  to  be  obtained  in  hooking  fish.  It  was  seen  by 
your  paper  that  fish  could  exist  with  a  fly  and  gut  project- 
ing, and  be  caught  again  little  the  worse  for  the  incon- 
venience ;  but  when  fishing  this  same  beat  some  years  ago, 
a  large  trout,  with  treble  iiook  and  Gin.  of  stron?  gut 
hanging  out  of  the  mouth,  took  the  writer's  fly  and  was 
safely  landed,  having  thrived  none  the  worse  for  the 
impediment.  The  May  Fly  season  on  this  water  is  later 
than  many  joining  fishings,  and  the  large  floating  fly  seems 
to  answer  best.  While  each  party  rejoices  in  his  own 
favourite  make,  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  the  ordinary 
local  flies,  wherever  the  fisher  may  be  for  the  time  being. 

The  Hodge,  above  the  town,  has  again  provided  the 
largest  number  of  fish,  and  fifteen  brace  has  several  times 
been  exceeded  by  local  fishermen  acquainted  with  the  river. 

It  is  a  disputed  point  whether  otters  do  more  harm 
than  good,  and  notwithstanding  the  charm  this  neighbour- 
hocd  has  for  them,  there  has  always  been  plenty  of  fi?h 
without  re-stocking.  While  fishing  the  other  day,  a  fish, 
fully  loin.  loAg,  partly  eiten  by  one  of  them,  was  left  on 
the  bank. 

The  Pickering  Association  Club  water  has  marvellously 
improved  since  its  forma  yon  four  or  five  years  ago,  partly 
ovring  to  the  re-stocking,  and  mostly  to  its  junction  (at 
the  lower  end)  with  the  Costa,  and  the  liking  these  fish 
have  for  this  warmer  stream,  which  is  not  a  spring. 
Several  fish  12in.  and  even  more  have  been  caught  lately, 
and  parties  can  easily  ascertain  by  looking  that  the  9in.  is 
a  small  standard. 

'It  is  rather  early  for  club  members  to  commence 
fishing,  and  it  has  not  been  asoertiinei- how  the  Rye  and 
Costa  have  proved  thus  far. 

The  river  Seven,  running  past  the  Sonningtoa  Station, 
three  miles  away,  is  not  generally  fished  much  till  May; 
but  one  party  landed  fourteen  brace  of  splendid  trout, 
several  jlb.  each,  and  it  is  well  known  many  of  the  largest 
wait  for  the  May  Fly. 

As  seen  by  your  valuable  piper,  strangers  are  writing 
for  information  as  to  obtaining  good  fishing  (which  is 
becoming  scarce),  and  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  make  this 
town  a  centre,  and  test  some  of  these  numerous  rivers  arid 
tributaries  for  themselves.  Several  are  accessible  by  day 
ticket  all  the  year  round,  others  after  May  Ply  season 
and  before  the  same  ;  while  a  permit  on  private  water 
can  also  be  come  at  now  and  then.  The  Earl  of 
Peversham  is  most  liberal  in  fishings  on  both  Dove  and 
Hodge,  and  has  also  kindly  added  some  two  or  three  miles 
of  beat  to  our  club  water  since  the  formation  of  the  same, 
which  will  enable  the  committee  to  admit  a  few  more  out- 
side members.'  Many  are  acquainted  with  the  Scotch 
trout  waters,  and  it  is  not  always  that  our  standard  of  size 
is  exceeded  or  even  reached.  There  seems  a  disposition  to 
keep  things  quiet  (as  we  say),  but  there  is  a  great  charm 
in  a  fresh  beat,  and  a  kind  of  freemasonry  is  beginning 
to  obtain  with  fishermen,  and  more  enlightenment  as  to 
various  beats  becoming  the  rule. 

One  and  two  pound  trout  are  not  so  rare  as  some  might 
think,  and  only  the  other  day,  near  a  village,  on  one  of 
the  smallest  tributary  becks  (as  we  call  them),  fish, 
lib.  loz.  and  lib.  15oz.,  was  landed,  and  the  writer  has 
seen  21b.  trout  taken  from  the  same  local  stream.  The 
rivers  must  contain  many  such,  and  larger. — Yours,  &e,, 
  J.  C.  Frank. 

TANK  ANGLING  IN  INDIA. 
Dear  Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  in  your  issue  of 
April  2,  "  Little  Kingfisher  "  says  :  "  There  is  one  curious 
feature  about  Indian  fish,  that  is,  Where  do  they  go 
when  the  tanks  dry  up  ?  "  And  yet  he  seems  to  know 
well  enough  that  some  of  them  ajstivate  by  burying  them- 
selves in  the  sun-dried  mire,  as  do  crocodiles  also,  and 
snails,  for  he  proceeds  to  tell  us  how  he  perseveringly 
stuck  to  digging  up  the  sun-dried  bottom  of  a  reservoir 
"  that  in  the  rainy  season  swarmed  with  them,"  but  failed 
to  find  one  ;  and  yet  after  a  week  or  two  of  heavy  rain  he 
fished  iuthat  same  tank  or  pond,  and  immediately  caught 
a  lib.- murral,  and  then  four  more  ;  and  so,  being  shaken 
in  his  beliefs,,  he  ends  with  ;  "  Now,  where  had  those  fish 
been  hiding  during  the  dry  weather  ?  " 

The  answer  is  that  he  was  quite  right  in  expecting  to 
find  murral  (Oph  ioccphalii:<)  a-stivating  self-buried  in  the 
damp  depths  below  the  sun-dried  surface  of  the  miry 
bottom  of  the  pond,  but  that  he  cannot  have  dug  deep 
enough,  for  he  will  see  it  mentioned  at  page  234  of  *'  The 
Rod  in  India,"  third  edition,  that  they  have  been  found 
•  "buried  as  much  as  Oft.  below  the  surface.    To  begin  with. 


he  could  not  expect  to  find  many  murral  so  buried, 
because,  when  the  pond  was  low,  and  before  ths  fish  began 
to  bury  themselves,  the  natives  would  surely  have  taken 
the  best  toll  they  could  of  them  with  nets.  Again,  those 
that  succeeded  in  burying  themselves  would  probably  do 
so  where  the  circumstances  were  most  f  xvourable  to  their 
doing  so,  in  the  place  where  the  bottom  was  softest,  with 
rnirethe  deepest,  not  improbably  the  centre,  where  water 
lingered  last  and  came  first  again  with  the  rains,  provided 
the  deposit  was  deep  there. 

Sir  J.  Emerson  Tenuent,  in  his  "Natural  History  of 
Ceylon,"  mentions  that  crocodiles  will  also  so  bury 
themselves,  and  that  on  one  occasion  an  engineer  officer 
pitched  his  tent  on  hard  sun-dried  soil,  only  to  find,  when 
the  rain  came,  that  a  crocodile,  revivified  by  it,  and 
released  by  the  soil  being  softened,  came  up  from  under 
his  very  tent. 

I  have  also  myself  seen  ric3  fields  thai;  were  baked  so 
hard  by  long  months  of  a  fierce  tropical  sun,  that  it  would 
have  been  hard  work  indeed  to  get  even  a  pickaxe  to  enter 
them.  There  was  not  a  blade  of  grass  or  sign  of  living 
thing  upon  them  for  miles  round  where  my  camp  was 
pitched.^  Immediately  on  the  rice  fields  being  flooded 
with  irrigation  water  thousands  and  thousands  of  large 
snails,  about  an  inch 'in  diameter  (AmpiiUaria),  emerged, 
from  the  softened  soil,  and  every  woman  in  the  village: 
turned  out  to  gather  a  huge  basketful  for  culinary  pur- 
poses. The  snails  were  no  way  exhausted  by  their  long 
fasting  imprisonment  of  some  sis  months,  but  were  all  in 
high  reproducing  condition. — I  am,  &c.,  ROD. 


CURIOUS  CAPTURE  OF  A  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — The  following  incident  may  be  of  interest 
to  anglers  : 

I  was  fly  fishing  in  the  Usk,  at  Senny  Bridge,  a  few 
days  ago,  and  hooked  a  small  trout.  ^ 

As  I  was  rather  carelessly  reeling  up,  annoyed  at  the 
trouble^  caused  by  a  sprat,  I  saw  a  flash  in  the  water,  and 
felt  a  big  tug,  and  out  went  the  line  with  pleasant  music. 

When  iTeeled  up  again,  this  time  with  no  lack  of  inte- 
rest, I  saw  a  fine  trout  had  my  small  catch  held  trans- 
versely in  his  mouth.  As  soon  as  he  saw  me,  he  made 
another  bolt  for  deep  water ;  but  it  was  more  a  deter- 
mined steady  pull  than  the  desperate  lightning  rush  of  a 
startled,  fighting  fish.  Again  I  coaxed  him  back  close  to 
me,  and  could  plainly  see  him.  He  had  the  small  fish  fast 
across  the  back,  and  from  time  to  time  shook  him  angrily,, 
much  as  a  terrier  does  a  cat.  Easing  the  strain,  I  let  him 
take  the  poor  sprat  to  the  bottom,  where  he  shook  it  and 
rubbed  about  on  the  rock  most  energetically,  all  the  time 
not  8f t.  from  my  waders.  I  then  began  to  entertain  hopes 
of  landing  him,  and  again  commenced  edging  him  up  to 
the  net,  which  I  had  motionless  and  all  ready.  He  did 
not  seem  so  alarmed  this  time,  appearing  to  be  looking  at 
me  rather  fiercely,  and,  after  a  short  heavy  bore  towards 
the  stream,  let  me  get  him  back  between  me  and  the 
bank,  and,  while  he  was  chewing  the  poor  little  trout,  slip 
the  net,  with  trembling,  uncertainty,  under  him,  and  he 
was  mine!  As  I  slacked  the  strain,  the  small  March 
Brown  dropped  from  the  little  one's  mouth,  and  the  big 
one  loosed  his  bulldog  grip.  I  was  very  much  surprised 
that  he  should  have  held  on  so  long,  and  have  actually 
allowed  himself  to  be  landed,  having  overcome  his  fear  of 
man  apparently  by  his  appetite,  because  he  was  not  a  bit 
done  as  far  as  I  could  see.  I  remained,  of  course,  as  still 
as  a  stone,  only  moving  my  hands  very  cautiously.  He 
scaled  a  shade  over  21b.,  and  was  in  capital  condition. 

I  have  often  had  big  fish  pursue  smaller  ones,  and  snatch 
at  them,  but  I  have  never  heard  of  one  having  actually 
been  landed.  I  should  be  interested  to  know  if  any 
brother  angler  has  had  a  like  experience. 

I  was  fishing  upstream,  with  a  bright  sun  and  very 
clear  water,  the  latter  allowing  me  a  right  good  view  of 
the  fun. — Yours,  &c., 

Devon.  W.  A.  D.  O'Malley,  Lieut.-Col. 


SEA  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  "  H.," 
does  he  mean  sea  trout  pure  and  simple,  or  what  we  call 
peal  ?  I  find  that  these  are  called  sea  trout  in  some 
districts.  We  have  some  very  good  peal  fishing  on  the 
river  in  our  district,  and  "  H."  could  get  accommcdition 
in  a  village  close  hj,  or  at  an  hotel  alout  three  miles 
distant.  I  am  alluding  j;o  the.  Tavy.  I  should  be  pleased 
to  give  any  other  information  in  my  power.  We  also  get 
t;he  truff.,  which  I  call  sea  trout,  but  not  in  any  numbers. — 
Yours,  &c,,  William  Heabder. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


HAWES  (YORKSHIRE)— A  CAPITAL  PISHING 
CENTRE. 

Dear  Sir, — Now  that  the  trout  season  is  Upon  us, 
several  of  your  readers  will  be  asking  themselves  where  to 
have  this  season's  holiday.  Hawes  (North  Yorkshire)  is 
the  place  of  ray  subject.  Hawes  lies  in  the  valley  of 
Wensleydalej  and  can  be  reached  by  the  Midland  Railway, 
via  Leeds  and  Hellifield,  changing  at  Hawes  Junction  ;  or 
can  be  reached  on  the  North-Eastern  Railway,  via  York 
and  Northallerton,  changing  on  to  the  Leyburn  line  at  the 
latter  place. 

The  river  — which  I  wish  to  give  a  few  remarks  about — 
flows  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village,  and  passes  through 
the  Wensleydale  Valley,  runs  past  the  city  of  Ripon,  joins 
the  River  Swale,  and  makes  the  source  of  the  Ouse.  The 
river  Ure  (or,  as  it  is 'generally  pronounced.  Yore)  rises 
at  Ure  Heads,  High  Abbotside,  in  a  wild  moorland 
district.  In  flowing  onward  it  gathers  several  sm.all 
streams,  -but  the  principil  are  Mcssdale  Beck,  Botter- 
•dale  Beck,  Urrdale  Beck,  Hardrow  Beck,  and  Gayle 
Beck,  all  of  which  join  the  river  above  Hawes.  From  the 
source  to  Ure  Fcss,  about  three  and  a  half  miles,  the 
fishing  is  of  no  importance  ;  but  from  Ure  Foss  to  Bain- 
brrdge,  a  distance  of  eleven  and  ^a  quarter  miles,  the 


fishing  is  in  the  hands  of  the  local  club,  namely,  Hawes 
and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Association.  Hawes  stands  in 
the  centre  of  the  whole  distance  ;  but  from  Hawes  to  Bain- 
bridge  there  are  no  tributaries  or  streams  that  hold  fish  of 
any  importance  ;  but  above  Hawes  there  are  the  tribu- 
taries mentioned  above,  which  hold  an  abundance  of  fish, 
and  the  prettiest  trout  that  have  ever  come  under  my 
notice  are  to  be  found  in  the  Botterdale  Beck. 

The  Yore  itself  is  one  of  the  best  trout  and  grayling 
streams  in  the  north,  and  I  have  it  upon  good  authority 
that  the  spawning  beds  last  November  were  never  known 
to  be  so  well  filled  with  trout  for  the  last  twenty  years. 

Not  only  is  the  fishing  good,  but  the  air  is  pure. 

It  is  a  pretty  sight  to  witness,  after  a  heavy  rain,  the 
water  coming  down  from  the  hillsides,  wending  its  way 
into  the  swelling  river.  The  river  Yore  is  an  excellent 
river  to  fish,  both  for  fly  (wet),  bottom,  and  minnow.  Any- 
one who  is  not  an  expert  in  fly  fishing  need  not  despair,  as 
he  can  never  be  wrong  in  trying  any  of  the  remaining  of 
tempting  baits.  I  have  oft  seen  a  bottom  fisher  take  as 
many  fish  as  a  fly  fisher,  even  when  the  day  has  been  more 
suitable  for  fly. 

I  may  here  say  that  fly  fishing  is  more  in  use  at  Hawes 
than  either  minnow  or  worm  ;  but  even  then,  I  know  many 
local  experts  who  never  fish  fly,  and  still  secure  good  creels 
of  fish.  There  are  no  other  kind  of  fish  in  the  Hawes 
length  besides  trout  and  grayling,  and  the  weight  they 
attain  vary  from  Jib.  to  2Jlb. 

As  to  apartments,  they  can  readily  be  got ;  but 
application  is  necessary,  and  I  know  of  no  better  man  to 
give  information  than  Mr.  J.  Fawcett,  Crown  Hotel,  who 
is  also  hon.  secretary  to  the  Angling  Association. 

The  pi  ices  for  fishing  the  club's  water  are  10s.  per 
annum,  5s.  per  week,  or  2s.  per  day. 

Anybody  who  wishes  for  private  lodgings  should  apply 
Mrs.  Dinsdale,  Rose  Cottage,  who  takes  a  delight  in  giving 
her  test  attention  to  visitors. 

"  Jimmy  "  Blades,  the  river  watcher,  is  always  willing 
to  give  the  best  information  as  to  the  best  waters,  flies,  &c. 

Trusting  my  few  remarks  may  be  of  use  to  some  of  your 
readers. — Yours,  &c.      P.  G.  Pedley  ("  Red  Ant  "). 


THE  KODAK  FOR  ANGLERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  article  under  the  above 
heading,  and  to  the  extract  from  the  experience  of  Charles 
Cotton  as  to  the  almost  immediate  manner  in  which  a 
hooked  trout,  having  only  a  handful  of  line  attached,  will 
dispose  of  the  objectionable  article,  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  my  experience,  which  certainly  does  not 
confirm  the  statement  of  Mr.  Cotton. 

Many  years  since  I  was  fishing  that  portion  of  the  lower 
Itchen  opposite  the  Mount,  so  well  known  to  many  anglers. 
The  May  Fly  was  strong  on,  and  immediately  opposite  the 
Mount  I  came  upon  a  well-known  fisherman,  Capt.  R., 
who  had  a  house  on  the  river's  bank.  He  was  in  great 
trouble,  having  lost  consecutively  two  trout,  each  weighing, 
as  he  said,  between  31b.  and  41b.  I  cannot  say  thathe  was 
a  good  fisherman,  as  although  he  threw  a  splendid  line,  he 
had  the  fatal  habit  of  striking  the  fish  too  hard,  which  was 
what  had  happened  on  the  present  occasion.  After 
oilering  my  sympathy,  and  his  showing  me  the  spot  where 
eaclTfish  was  lost,  I  passed  on,  and  thought  little  more  of 
the  matter. 

It  was  several  days  before  I  was  able  again  to  go  to  the 
river.    The  fly  was  almost  ever,  and  what  few  there  were 
offered  but  little  attraction  to  the  fish,  which,  when  they 
rose  at  all,  did  so  in  a  half-hearted  way,  so  that  I  could  do 
nothing.    Just,  however,  as  I  came  to  the  spot  where  my  ; 
friend  had  lost  his  first  fish,  I  saw  a  rise,  and  as  one  or 
two  more  flies  passed  over  and  were  taken,  I  decided  to 
try,  although  the  cast  was  a  long  and  difficult  one.  For 
some  minutes  I  was  quite  unable  to  properly  reach  the  , 
fish,  but  eventually  I  did  so,  and  was  well  taken,  and  landed  3 
him.    On  proceeding  to  take  the  hook  out  I  founii  my  •= 
friend's  May  Fly,  with  at  least  a  foot  and  a  half  of  gut,  \ 
firmly  embedded  in  the  upper  jaw.    Cutting  it  out,  I  J 
carefully  transferred  it  to  my  case  and  journeyed  on, 
stopping  for  nearly  hilf  an  hour  to  watch  the  spot  where 
the  second  fish  was  lost,  but  without  any  result,  and  I 
therefore  went  to  the  upper  extremity  of  the  water,  but 
did  nothing.    On  my  return  I  again  stopped  at  the  spot, 
and  almost  immediately  I  saw  a  most  cautious  and  timid 
rise.    The  wind  had  sunk,  and  I  was  able,  therefore,  to 
put  the  fly  right  over  the  fish  at  the  first  attempt,  and  was 
successful  in  taking  the  second  fish,  which  also  had 
Capt.  R.'s  May  Fly  firmly  fixed  in  the  jaw.    Thi},  like- 
wise, I  cut  out,  and  on  the  following  day  sent  both  to  ths 
owner,  telling  him  that  I  had  retained  the  fish,  but  that 
he  might  like  to  have  again  such  excellent  patterns.  He 
took  the  matter  in  very  good  part,  and  I  always  regret 
that  I  did  not  keep  his  letter.    I  know,  however,  that  he 
mentioned  the  ccsurrence  to  several  of  his  friends. — I  am, 
sir,  youra,  &c  ,    H.  G.  G. 

FISHING  m  THE  PYRENEES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  just  starting  for  the  Pyrenees,  arid 
should  be  very  glad  if  you,  or  auy  of  your  correspondents, 
could  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  fishing  to  be 
obtained  there,  especially  as  to  the  places  to  go  to,  and 
avoid ;  also  any  hints  as  to  tackle  to  take  out,  or  flies  ; 
and  whether  the  ordinary  English  flies  would  be  sufficient  ? 
— Yours,  &c.,  W.  T.  Barnaby. 


A  Free  Excuhsion  the  Coast  at  this  time  of  th?  year 
would  be  an  acceptable  boon  to  many  a  hard-working  man,  but 
as  such  an  instance  is  hardly  likely  to  occur  in  these  dull  times, 
the  next  best  thing  a  poor  man  can  do,  instead  of  getting  change 
of  air  and  speiie,.i8  to  purify  his  blood  and  cleanse  his  systtm 
with  a, few  doses  ofllolloway's  Pills.  This  wonderful  medicine 
.for-many.ye^rs  has  hoen  a  blessiug -10  the  commercial  world,  it 
gives  tone 'to  the  system  and  puriQes  the  b!o:d  and  rapidly 
increases  the  strenftti'of.the  brain.  It  also  Cures  indigestion  in 
its  most  advanced  form,  and  in  caseS  of  nervons  debility  it  is 
without  a  rival. 


Mat  14,  1898] 
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ANGLING  AND  CLTJB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MAT  14th,  1898. 


THE   SUMMEE  ANGLING  SEASON. 


With  the  advent  of  May  salmon  angling  came 
to  an  end  for  the  nonce  all  over  Scotland.  This 
was  the  case  a  generation  or  so  back,  but  not  so 
now.  The  only  change  which  takes  place  is 
substituting  the  summer  set  for  that  of  the  spring, 
which  will  not  be  requisitioned  again  till  the 
autumn  floods  deepen  the  pools,  broaden  the  casts, 
and  shift  the  "lies,"  which  can  then  only  be 
reached  with  a  rod  of  the  heaviest  build,  and  a 
line  to  match.  Summer  angling,  till  recent  times 
confined  to  trouting,  with  an  occasional. cast  for  a 
grilse  in  a  flooded  water,  is  now  a  fixed  institution, 
and  summer  salmon  fishings  are  as  eagerly  sought 
after,  where  good  sport  prevails.^s  many  spring 
or  autumn  quarters.  Of  courser  there  is  not  the 
same  certainty  of  water  during  the  late  summer 
months  of  July  and  August;  as  there  is  during 
May  and  June,  so  that  probably  affects  the 
greater  demand  for  fishings  which  prevail 
during  the  first  two,  compared  with  the  last  two, 
of  what  may  be  termed  the  summer  angling 
season.  In-  fact,— angling  waters  mostly  go 
a-begging  during  July  and  August,  and  although 
this  state  of  matters  is  not  now  so  common  as 
it  once  was,  yet  the  tourist  angler  may  count 
upon  keeping  his  hand  in  upon  almost  every 
stream  this  side  of  the  Border  during  July 
and  August,  and  of  occasionally  getting  good 
sport  to  boot  on  almost  any  and  every  hotel  wat3r 
in  return  for  his  custom. 


Not  so,  however,  during  the  months  of  May  and 
June.  Then  the  summer  migration  is  at  its  best 
on  our  longest  rivers,  and,  under  fair  average 
conditions,  there  is  usually  a  good  nan  of  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea  trout  to  be  met  with  on  the  middle 
and  lower  reaches  of  these ;  while  the  bulk  of  the 
early  spring  fish  are  only  finding  their  way  iato 
the  upper  and  more  mountain  and  enow-fed  parts, 
where  sport  is  often  at  its  best,  and  is  usually 
well  looked  after.  Again,  many  of  our  smaller 
streams  have  only  a  summer  and  autumn 
migration,  and,  accordingly,  sport  is  only  be- 
ginning there  with  the  advent  of  May.  In 
addition,  a  great  many  of  the  spring  leases  are  so 
arranged  as  to  run  out  at  this  time,  and  anglers 
who  have  had  a  three  months'  spell  on  any  one 
section  generally  prefer  a  shift  for  the  sake  of 
variety,  unless  the  water  be  their  own,  or  other- 
wise presents  all  the  more  desirable  inducements 
to  stay  on.  So  that  there  are  those  who  are  seek- 
ing angling  quarters  for  the  first  time  out,  and 
those  who  are  merely  making  a  change  from  one 
river  to  another,  or  from  some  part  of  the  same 
river  to  another,  who  make  the  running  for 
summer  salmon  angling  wherever  it  can  be  got. 

Certainly,  the  same  rents  are  not  paid  for 
summer  quarters,  unless  in  exceptional  circum- 
stances, as  are  demanded  and  readily  given  for 
spring  or  autumn  fishings,  especially  the  latter. 
A  good  summer  fishery  may  be  had  for  from  £30 
to  £4:0  per  month,  although  in  some  places  it  may 
even  be  a  little  more,  and  in  others,  with  perhaps 
far  better  chances  of  sport,  but  not  so  well 
advertised  or  recommended,  a  much  smaller  sum, 
say,  £15  or  £20,  will  be  eagerly  accepted  for  the 
months  of  May  and  June,  with  J uly  thrown  into 
the  bargain  for  nothing.  When  compared  with 
some  spring  rentals,  these  charges  are  reasonable, 
and,  whether  sport  be  good,  bad,  or  indifferent, 
which  will  all  depend  upon  the  weather,  as  a  rule, 
there  is  no  great  heartburning,  as  there  is  little 
or  no  feeling  left  behind  of  being  "  taken  in,"  as 
it  were.  We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  those  who 
have  valuable  salmon  waters  to  let  are  not  justified 
is  asking  a  long  price,  such  as  Sir  WiUiam  Brooks, 
who  readily  gete  his  £1500  for  the  first  three 
months  of  his  famous  Dee  fishery,  being  about 
40gs.  per  rod  per  week ;  nor  that  the  anglers  who 
are  eager  to  get  on  to  these  prolific  waters  feel 
"  taken  in "  in  the  least,  as  they  get  the  very 
cream  of  early  salmon  angling  in  return,  and  are 
usually  satisfied,  as  they  might  not  have  done 
half  so  well  anywhere  else,  and  sport  is  their 
object,  irrespective  of  the  price  paid ;  but  when 
£300  is  paid  for  a  spring  water  on  a  northern 
river,  and  such  as  we  have  in  our  mind's  eye  at 
present,  and  only  ten  fish  grassed  in  two  months' 
hard  fishing,  we  think  the  unfortunate  lessee 
justified  in  thinking  he  was  "  taken  in." 

We  might  go  on  multiplying  cases,  which  are 
not  imaginary,  but  only  too  real,  of  the  same  sort, 
both  with  regard  to  spring  and  autumn  quarters, 
where  long  prices  have  been  paid  for  years  in 
succession,  and  almost  little  or  nothing  of  sport 
got  in  return  commensurate  with  the  cost,  and 
only  kept  on  in  the  hope  that  matters  might 
mend,  but  we  will  let  this  one  suffice,  which 
occurred  only  the  other  day.  An  angler  took  a 
section  of  the  Dee  for  the  spiing  months,  and 
finding  he  could  not  make  anything  of  the  water 
after  a  week  or  so's  trial,,  he  wrote  asking  to  be 
relieved  of  his  bargain,  which  he  had  at  the  sum 
of  £80  for  the  season,  and  saying  he  would  take 
anything  in  return  the  proprietor  cared  to  fix,  as 
he  knew  the  value  of  his  own  water  best.  In  due 
com-se  he  received  a  very  courteous  note  and  a 
cheque  for  £8,  as  aU  that  could  be  returned  of 
the  rent  paid  in  lieu  of  the  remainder  of  his  lease 
yet  to  ran  I  Seventy-two  pounds  for  a  week  or  so 
of  the  right  of  angling  on  very  indifferent  water, 
and  only  fishable,  even  when  in  trim,  by  local 
experts  at  best !  But  such  is  the  rush  for  spring 
and  autumn  quarters  to  any  river  with  the 
semblance  of  a  name  for  spoi-t,  that  prices  will 
be  asked,  and  readily  given  for,  any  and  every 
bit  of  angling-with  the  name  of  salmon  attached 
as  long  as  this  continues. 

The  evolution  of  summer  salmon  angling  has 
eome  with  the  adaptation  of  conditions  suitable 
to  the  natural  condition  of  the  habitat  of  the  fish. 
The  charge  his  gradually  spread  from  the  south 
to  the  north  ;  and  to  southern  visitors  is  due  the 
credit  of  introducing  the  summer  salmon  season 
such  as  we  now  have  it,  with  its  distinct  set  of 
lures  both  for  the  spinning  and  fly  rod — especially 


the  latter.  To  an  Englishman  on  the  Glentana 
water,  some  two  decades  ago  now,  belongs  the 
honour  of  breaking  through  all  former  traditions 
on  the  Dee,  by  going  a-salmon  fishing  in  the 
month  of  June,  and  making  baskets  too.  He  used 
a  tiny  Logie  on  fine  drawn  gut,  and  with  a  14ft. 
trouting  rod,  is  said  to  have  grassed  half  a  score 
of  salmon  and  grilse  the  first  day  out,  which 
settled  the  question  of  his  sanity  at  night,  which 
had  been  a  doubtful  quantity  in  the  minds  of  the 
gillies  in  the  early  morning.  It  had  been 
introduced  on  the  Tweed  some  years  before,  but  it 
was  several  seasons  till  the  practice  of  summer 
salmon  angling  as  it  now  prevails  became  general 
in  the  north.  Tradition  is  hard  to  kill,  and  ittook 
some  practical  demonstration  to  convince  the  past 
generation  of  anglers  and  their  gillies  that 
nothing  less  than  a  20ft.  or  21ft.  rod,  and 
a  3Ln.  hook  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
bank  a  101b.  or  121b.  salmon.  Of  course  such 
lures  were  of  no  use  in  a  small  water,  and 
consequently  their  summer  fish  were  entirely  lost 
to  them  except  in  an  occasional  flood,  when  in  the 
thick  of  the  grilse  migration  a  few  might  be  got 
with  the  smaller-sized  salmon  hooks  then  in 
vogue,  and  twice  or  thrice  as  many  lost  with  the 
heavier  tackle  and  heavier  rod.  A  16ft.  green- 
heart,  with  a  light  tapered  line  to  suit,  is  now  the 
recognised  summer  set,  although  some  prefer 
even  a  foot  less  where  wading  is  easy.  But  as 
the  most  successful  summer  anglers  cast  a  long 
line,  and  have  greater  power  over  the  fish  witb 
the  bigger  rod,  they  give  it  the  first  place  for  all- 
round  summer  work,  whether  with  the  lithe  and 
sprightly  grilse  or  the  more  majestic  and  heavier 
salmon.  Were  any  of'  our  forefathers,  whose 
experience  was  confined  to  spring  and  autumn 
lures,  to  again  visit  their  former  salmon  angling 
haunts,  nothing  would  surprise  them  more  than 
to  see  the  tiny  mites  of  Jeannies,  Jockies,  Logies, 
Jock  Scotts,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  annually 
increasing  army  of  "  midge  "  salmon  lures,  vary- 
ing from  three-quarters  of  an  inch  to  an  eighth 
almost,  if  such  can  be  dressed,  which  will  now  be 
in  demand  as  the  summer  advances.  "  They  can- 
not get  them  small  enough "  is  the  cry  of  the 
tackle  makers ;  and  on  the  tiniest  double  irons 
are  now  whipped  up  excellent  patterns  of  almost 
all  the  regular  standard  flies,  which  are  picked 
up  as  fast  as  nimble  fijigers  can  make  them, 
in  addition  to  many  special  lures,  which  are  only 
used  on  the  brightest  of  days  and  the  smallest  of 
waters.  Of  course,  these  summer  lures  follow  the 
natural  order,  or  a  natural  order,  rather.  With 
increasing  temperature  the  sizes  of  the  lures 
gradually  decrease  from  the  first,  and  only  when 
the  summer  level  is  reached,  and  the  temperature 
at  its  highest,  are  the  smallest  orders  requisitioned. 

These  delicate  "  holds  "  require  delicate 
handling,  and  hence  an  additional  charm  is  added 
to  the  victory  of  the  summer  angler,  on  account 
of  the  additional  risk  of  a  break.  If  the  spring 
enthusiast  has  his  claims  to  be  regarded  as  a 
sportsman  of  the  first  water,  on  account  of  the 
hardihood  he  often  exhibits,  the  summer  salmon 
angler  may  lay  equal  claims  to  share  these 
honours  with  him,  on  account  of  the  skill  and 
cunning  he  must  necessarily  display  before  he 
can  rejoice  over  his  ten  or  twelve  pounder  on 
the  bank. 

If  April  floods  be  a  good  sign  for  the  coming 
season,  then  the  past  month  has  had  its  full  and 
almost  daily  share.  Nor  have  they  been  confined 
to  any  one  quarter,  but  have  swept  round  the 
country,  now  in  the  north  scouring  out  the 
Thurso  and  Naver  and  kindred  streams  ;  and  now 
in  the  eastern  corner,  devastating  the  young  crops 
on  the  haughs  of  the  Ugie.  Tthan,  Dee,  Don,  and 
North  and  South  Esks. 

No  grilse  have  as  yet  made  their  appearance  on 
the  east  coast ;  but  after  this,  we  will  be  much 
disappointed  if  the  failure  of  last  season's  run  be 
not  lully  repaid  by  a  heavy  head  of  two  and  three 
poundei's  making  their  appearance  soon.    G.  M. 


Sevehn  Salmon.— Mr.  Edward  Buckley  had 
the  honour  of  killing  the  first  spring  salmon  of 
the  season  on  the  Penarth  water,  and  in  one  day's 
fishing  landed  five  splendid  spring  fish,  scaling  lolb. 
to  20lb.  each.  This  water  keeps  up  its  high 
reputation,  the  majority  of  spring  fish  taken  in 
Montgomeryshire  being  usually  taken  in  the  pool 
immediately  below  Penarth  Weir. — Montgomery- 
shire Express. 
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KECORD  OF  FISH  TAKEN  AT  THE 
AMWELL  MAGNA  FISHERY  ON 
THE  RIVER  LEA. 


We  have  received  from  Mr.  Francis  Howse, 
the  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Amwell 
Magna  Fishery,  a  little  pamphlet  giving  some 
very  interesting  particulars  of  sport  had  by 
members  of  that  celebrated  fishery  during  the 
twenty  years  between  1851  and  1871.  The  records 
are  taken  from  a  diary  kept  by  the  late  keeper, 
Robert  Brown.  In  an  introductory  note  Mr. 
Francis  Howse  says  .- 

"  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  much  larger  numbers 
of  perch  and  gudgeon  (the  latter  now  an  almost 
unknown  fish  in  the  fishery  water)  were  taken  in 
former  years.  I  think,  also,  that  there  has  been 
a  falling  off  in  late  years  in  the  numbers  and 
weight  of  jack,  but  this,  I  suggest,  must  to  a  great 
extent  be  attributable  to  the  much  smaller 
volume  of  water  in  the  old  Lea  river,  caused 
.partly  by  a  more  efficient  system^f  land  drainage, 
and  partly  by  the  large  quantity  of  water  drawn 
off  by  the  water  companies  who  take  their 
supplies  from  the  Lea,  and  also  to  the  efforts  that 
have  )>een  made  to  reduce  the  jack  in  the  New 
River.  On  the  other  hand  it  must  be  remembered 
that  during  the  years  under  review,  the  number  of 
members  of  the  fishery  was  limited  to  fourteen,  and 
that  this  has  since  been  increased  to  twenty-five." 

The  following  are  some  of  the  most  noteworthy 
of  the  entries  in  Brown's  diary : 

Feb.  20,  1851.— Mr.  Hy.  Wix  cauglit  three  jacli,  weight 
lejlb.,  with  roach  tight  gut  line,  and  small  gut  hook. 

March  23,  1851.— Mr.  F.  Kemnant,  perch  fishing, 
cinght  one  trout  at  mouth  of  river  Ash,  6Jlb. 

July  27,  1853.— Mr.  Hy.  Wix  and  friend  caught  fourteen 
dozen  gudgeon,  six  brace  perch,  and  51b.  roach  in  lower 
water. 

Aug.  3,  1853.— Mr.  Stokes  caught  401b.  of  roach. 

Total  weight  of  jack  caught  in  season  1855-6,  326/6. 
Deo.  22,  1856.— Mr.  Hy.  Wix,  fishin?  with  tight  gut  line, 
caught  one  jack,  8Jlb.,  and  two  jack,  9^16.,  in  cutting. 
Total  number  of  jacl  hilled  in  season  1856-7,  ninety- 
four  and  a-ha1f  brace  ;  weight,  40Glb. 
Nov.  10,  1857.— Mr.  Hy.  Wis  caught  Sljlb.  roach  in 
lower  water. 

Dec.  9  and  10,  1867.— Mr.  Hy.  Wix  caught  thirty-three 
brace  perch  in  cutting  (twelve  brace  retained). 

April  11,  1859.— Mr.  Thos.  Howse  caught  one  trout, 
weight  61b.,  at  Marble  Gauge. 

Aug.  6,  1859.— Mr.  W.  Kichards  and  friend,  sixty  brace 
of  perch  in  upper  water. 

May  1,  I860.— Mr.  J.  Greenwood  caught  four  brace  of 
trout,  weight  251b. ;  three  at  Ware  Mill,  two  at  Dye's 
Weir,  and  three  at  Pour  Gates  Pool. 

July  20,  I860.— Mr.  Thos.  Howse  and  son  caught 
nmeteen  brace  of  perch  in  the  lower  water. 

July  28,  I860.— Mr.  J.  Greenwood  caught  one  trout, 
weight  71b.,  and  two  trout,  7ilb.,  at  Dye's  Weir. 

Aug.  4,  I860.— Mr.  Thos.  Howse  caught  one  trout 
weight  61b.,  at  Ware  MiU. 

March  16,  1861.— Arthur  Brown,  fishing  with  Mr. 
Roberts'  rod,  caught  one  tench,  21b.  6oz.,  in  the  cutting, 
the  first  tench  ever  known  to  be  taken  at  the  fishery. 
Total  number  of  Jack  for  season  1860-1,  ninety-five  and 
a  half  brace. 

May  27,  1861.— Mr.  W.  H.  Poynder  caught  one  trout, 
weight  6Jlb.,  in  Ware  Mill  Pool. 

July  25,  1861,— Mr.  Thos.  Howse  and  sins  caught 
twenty-two  brace  of  parch,  four  brace  of  jack,  and  two 
dozen  gudgeon  in  lower  water. 

May  1,  1862.— Mr.  J.  Greenwood  caught  two  trout, 
4 Jib.,  at  Ware  Weir;  one  trout,  41b.,  at  Four  Gates,  one 
trout,  2ilb.,  at  Six  Gates  ;  and  one  trout,  4^1b.,  fourteen 
brace  perch,  and  three  jack,  at  the  Overshot. 

May  5,  1862.— Mr.  Hy.  Blanchard  caught  two  trout, 
8Jlb.,  at  Ware  Weir. 

May  21,  1862  -Mr.  J.  Young  caught  one  trout,  weight 
61b.,  at  Ware  Mill. 

July  28,  1862.— Mr.  H.  Blanchard  caught  one  trout, 
weight  61b.,  at  Ware  Mill. 

Total  number  of  jack  for  season  1862-3,  eighty-eight  and  a 
half  brace. 

May  5,  1863.— Mr.  Blanchard  caught  one  trout,  8Jlb., 
and  one  brace,  41b.  weight,  at  Dye's  Weir ;  one  trout, 
^Ib.  2oz.,  at  Stanstead  Mill ;  and  one  trout,  21b.,  at  Four 
Crates. 

June  5  1863.— Mr.  T.  Hooper  caught  171b.  chub  with 
fly  in  the  lower  water. 

Total  nvmber  of  jack  for  season  1863-4,  ninety-one  and  a 
half  brace. 

Total  number  of  jack  for  season  1864-5,  eighty-seven  brace. 

i^?a,u       w^'-  <»"8l^fc  t'fO  trout, 

weight  14|lb.,  at  Ware  Mill  Pool. 

^■^L^Vifl  1865  -Mr.  T.   Hooper  caught  one  trout, 
weight  7Jlb.,  with  fly,  at  Ware  Mill  Pool. 

Total  number  of  jack  for  season  1865-6,  scventy-eightbrace. 
May  28,  1866.-Mr.  W.  H.  Poynder  caught  one  trout, 

weight  61b.,  at  Oyerjhot. 
June  11,  1866.--Mr.  Hooper  oaught  23|lb,  weight  of 

chub,  with  fly,  in  lower  water. 


Total  number  of  jack  for  season  1866-7,  eighty-four  brace 
Feb.  10,  1868.— Mr.  Thos.  Howse  caught  one  jack 
121b.,  one  jack,  101b.,  two  jack,  15ilb.,and  two  jack,  4ilb 
total  421b. ,  in  lower  water. 

Total  number  of  jacli  for  season  1867-8,  eight-six  brace. 
Total  number  of  jack  for  season  1868-9,  seventy-five  and  a 
half  brace. 

Nov.  29,  1869.— Mr.  H.  P.  Duprey  ciught  321b.  of  roach 
ia  Chadwell  Spring. 

Mr.  Harry  Wix  was  a  famous  angler.  We  have 
often  heard  old  Lea  anglers  refer  to  him. 


TROUT  FLY  DRESSING. 

(Continued  from  page  330.) 

Article  No.  14.— HOW  TO  DRESS  A  DRY 
FLY. 
Method  No.  2. 
Separate  the  two  ends  of  the  indiarubber 
Stretch  one  of  them  out,  and  cut  it  away  as 
closely  as  possible.    Then  pull  out  the  other  end 
as  far  as  it  will  stretch  without  breaking,  and  wind 
it  tightly  towards  the  left  over  the  tying  silk. 


Fig.  69, 

Then  wind  back  again  towards  the  right  to 
form  the  thick  shoulder  of  the  fly.  Fasten  off 
with  two  turns  of  tying  silk  towards  the  right, 
and  fasten  silk  in  clip.  Stretch  out  the  waste 
end  of  the  rubber  and  cut  it  away. 


Fig.  70. 

Tie  in  wings,  and  finish  as  in  method  No.  1. 
A  detached  bodied  fly  of  form  F  (Fig.  54)  can 
be  made  exactly  as  described  above,  except  that 
the  rubber  body  should  be  tied  in  at  a  point 
nearer  the  end  of  the  shank. 

If  desired,  a  number  of  the  rubber  bodies  may 
be  made  at  a  time,  and  kept  as  stock  for  a  long 
period.  They  should  be  protected  from  exposure 
to  the  light,  as  should  all  un-vulcanised  rubber, 
which  is  otherwise  apt  to  resinify  at  the  surface. 

Detached  bodied  flies  made  as  described  above 
have  killed  well  used  as  wet-flies.  When  intended 
for  such  use,  the  half-complete  fly  illustrated  in 
Fig.  70  may  be  finished  as  a  wet-fly,  viz.:  lightly 
hackled  and  with  unsplit  wings. 

Detached  bodied  buzz-flies,  wet  and  dry,  will 
also  be  favourites  in  many  quarters. 

To  Make  a  Detached  Body  Ribbed  in  Two 
Shades  of  CoLotrit. 
For  this  purpose  we  require  two  very  fine  strips 
of  rubber,  one  (A)  dyed  the  lighter  colour  (say, 
yellow  olive),  and  the  other  (B)  dyed  half  its  length 
the  lighter  colour,  and  the  other  half  the  darker 
(say,  green  olive).   The  latter  strip  is  obtained  by 


half  immersing  a  strip  already  dyed  the  lighter 
colour  in  dye  producing  the  darker  shade.  An 
effective,  if  somewhat  recondite,  way  of  doing  thi^ 
is  as  follows  :  Place  a  handkerchief  on  the  table— j 
the  kitchen  table  for  choice — and  place  a  handful 
of  flour  in  the  centre.  Take  up  the  four  comers 
and  twist  the  four  ends  tightly  together,  com-* 
pressing  the  flour  into  a  ball.  Dip  the  ball  into  a. 
basin  of  hot  water,  then  remove  it  from  the  water 
and  squeeze  it  tightly  over  the  basin.  Repeat 
this  operation  till  all  the  starch  that  is  in  the  flour 
is  dissolved  and  passes  into  the  water,  and  there, 
remains  in  the  handkerchief  nothing  but  the  gre' 
indiarubber-like  substance  known  as  gluten. 
Collect  the  gluten  into  a  ball. 

Now  take  a  number  of  finely  cut  strips  of 
rubber,  dyed  yellow  olive,  and  bury  half  ofi 
each  in  the  ball  of  gluten,  leaving  the  otherj 
halves  sticking  out  of  it.  Mould  the  gluteaj 
thoroughly  round  the  indiarubber,  and  immers 
the  whole  in  the  green  dye.  When  the  exposed] 
indiarubber  is  sufiiciently  deeply  coloured,  pict 
the  strips  from  the  ball  of  gluten.  It  will  be 
found  that  the  part  of  the  rubber  protected  by  the 
gluten  is  quite  unaffected  by  the  dye. 


Fig.  71, 

To  make  the  ribbed  body:  Moisten  the  two 
strips  (A  and  B)  with  turpentine,  lay  them; 
togethei',  and  stretch  them  out.  They  may  then 
be  wound  on  the  needle  as  one  strip.  The  parti- 
coloured end  (R,  Fig.  71)  should  be  held  in  the 
right  hand,  the  light-coloured  end  (L.  Fig.  71)  in 
the  left,  and  the  middle  (M)  should  be  laid  across 
the  needle,  so  that,  in  effect,  a  parti-coloured 
piece  of  rubber  is  wound  over  a  piece  of  one 
colour  only. 

To  impart  to  unvulcanised  indiarubber  an  olive 
green  colour,  it  should  be  treated  with  ordinary 
aniline  green  dye,  labelled  simply  "  green  "  by  the 
makers.  The  indiarubber  has  a  reddish  colour  of 
its  own,  which  just  corrects  the  too  metallic  shade 
which  the  dye  naturally  produces. 

How  TO  Deess  a  Reverse  Winged  Fly. 

Fix  the  hook  in  the  vice  as  usual,  and,  com- 
mencing close  to  the  end  of  the  shank,  wind  two 
or  three  open  spiral  turns  towards  the  left.  Wind 
back  over  these  (setting  in  the  gut  if  dressing  flies 
to  gut),  and  continue  till  within  three  turns  of  the^ 
end  of  the  shank 


rdsl 


Fig.  72. 

Tie  in  the  whisks  with  two  more  turns  towards 
the  right,  bringing  the  next  and  last  turn  towards 
the  right  under  the  whisks.  Tie  in  body  material 
with  a  few  turns  towards  the  left,  and  wind  silk 
to  middle  of  shank. 


Fig.  73. 

Flatten  one  end  of  a  stout  piece  of  hog's  bristle 
(such  as  a  shoemaker  uses  instead  of  a  needle). 
Tie  it  in  on  the  upper  side  of  the  shank,  winding 
almost  as  far  as  possible  towards  the  left,  and 
being  careful  to  keep  the  bristle  on  the  upper  side 
of  the  wire.   Fasten  silk  in  clip,  and  wind  body 
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material,  fastening  off  when  the  tying  silk  is 
covered. 


\ 

Fig.  74. 

Now  hold  the  left  forefinger  a  few  inches  from  - 
the  hook,  and  pass  the  tying  silk  round  the  fore- 
finger and  between  tlie  bristle  and  hook.  Bring  , 
the  end  of  the  tying  silk  from  left  to  right  through 
the  loop  held  open  by  the  forefinger.  Then 
insert  the  dubbing  needle  into  the  loop  in  the 
place  of  the  finger,  and  draw  the  loop  tight. 

Now  remove  tbe  hook  from  the  vice,  and  fix  it 
in  the  position  shown  in  Fig.  75.  Take  two  or 
three  turns  of  the  tying  silk  towards  the  right, 
roimd  the  bristle,  and  tie  the  wings  on  the  bristle. 


Fig.  75. 

Cut  short  the  bristle  and  the  stumps  of  the 
wings,  and  form  the  head  of  the  fly. 


Wind  back  to  roots  of  wings,  tie  in  and  wind 
hackle,  and  finish  as  usual. 

How  TO  Dress  a  Mat  Fly. 

The  bodies  of  most  of  the  standard  floating 
May  Flies  are  made  of  straw.  This  being  a  too 
stiff  and  brittle  material  to  permit  of  its  being 
wound  in  the  ordinary  way,  the  following  special 
method  of  using  it,  first  published,  I  believe,  by 
Mr.  Francis  Francis,  is  usually  adopted : 

Commence  to  make  the  fly,  and  continue  as 
usual  till  whisks,  ribbing  hackle  (if  any),  and  a 
strong  piece  of  ribbing  tinsel  have  been  tied  in ; 
and  the  tying  silk  wound  to  shoulder.  Fasten 
silk  in  clip. 


Fig.  77. 


Now  cut  a  narrow  piece  of  bright  straw  of  the 


length  of  the  body  and  tapered,  and  make  a  small 
nick  at  either  end  (Fig.  78). 


Fig.  78. 

Cover  the  silk  lapping  neatly  with  the  straw,  so 
that  the  seam  lies  uppei-most ;  and,  holding  the 
straw  in  place,  fasten  it  by  winding  the  ribbing 
tinsel  spirally  over  it. 

Secure  the  straw  and  ribbing  tinsel  with  the 
tjring  silk  at  the  shoulder,  and  wind  and  secure 
the  body  hackle  (if  any). 


\ 


Fig.  70. 


The  wings  of  a  May  Fly  ai-e  usually  made  of 
two  spoon-shaped  feathers  taken  from  the  back, 
breast,  or  sides  of  a  drake  or  guinea-fowl.  They 
are  generally  tied  in,  back  to  back,  by  theii'  quills, 
and  cut  into  shape,  when  necessary,  after  being 
tied  in.    This  is  the  manipulation  : — 

Stroke  back  some  of  the  lower  fibres  of  the  two 
feathers  selected  (Fig.  80). 


Fig.  80. 

Tie  them  in  with  a  few  turns  towards  the  right. 
Set  the  stumps  out  at  right  angles  to  the  shank, 
and  take  a  few  more  turns  of  the  tying  silk  in 
front  of  them  to  form  the  head.  Wind  back 
again  to  roots  of  wings,  tying  back  the  stumps 
en  route.  Clip  these  away  as  closely  as  possible, 
and  proceed  as  usual. 

The  method  of  winging  that  I  have  just 
described  is  due  to  Mr.  Halford. 

The  body  of  a  May  Fly  may  be  made  thicker 
and,  therefore,  more  natural  looking,  if  some 
padding  (indiarubber,  wool,  floss,  or  dubbing)  be 
put  under  the  straw.  The  padding  is  tied  in  and 
wound  as  body  material. 

A  very  natural  looking  body  is  made  of  straw, 
set  in  as  already  described,  and  covered  with  a 
thin  strip  of  transparent  rubber  wound  over  it. 
This  is  of  my  own  invention. 

I  have  also  made  good  bodies  of  a  narrow  strip 
of  gardener's  roffea  grass,  twisted  before  being 
wound,  and  varnished  afterwards  with  clear 
varnish.  When  the  body  is  fastened  off,  secure 
the  tying  silk  with  a  single  half  hitch  ;  varnish, 
and  remove  from  vice  tUl  varnish  is  dry.  There 
is,  of  course,  no  reason  why  one  should  be  idle  in 
the  interval.  '  Athenian. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  MAINE  LAKES. 
{Continued  from  page  330.) 

By  Charles  W.  Stevens. 
After  three  miles  of  quite  rapid  travelling 
over  an  ordinary  country  thoroughfare,  we  left 
civilisation,  and  turned  into  the  road  which  leads 
to  the  arm  of  the  lake,  nine  miles  through  a 
dense  forest,  where  locomotion  becomes  slow, 
and,  were  it  not  for  its  novelty,  might  become 
tedious,  as  it  takes  three  hours  to  accomplish  the 
distance.  But  we  are  a  gay  and  happy  party, 
and  with  jokes,  stories,  and  song  the  hours  scon 
slip  by ;  and  before  we  begin  to  feel  at  all  wearied 
with  our  jaunt  we  come  out  upon  a  small  clear- 
ing, and  our  driver  says  "  Here  we  are !  "  We 
see  a  small,  black-looking  camp  but  no  lake,  so 
completely  is  it  hidden  by  the  dense  woods.  Here 
we  prepare  our  lunch,  and  eat  it  with  a  hearty 
relish,  first  making  a  smudge  on  the  cook-stove 


to  clear  the  camp  of  "  flies  and  sich."  Our  guides 
unloose  our  baggage  from  the  buckboard,  and, 
hoisting  it  upon  their  shoulders,  disappear 
through  a  labyrinth  of  trees  and  underbrush, 
while  we  stand  wondering  where  they  are  to  find 
boats  and  water.  But  we  have  faith,  and  show  it 
by  our  works,  as  we  pick  up  some  of  the  lighter 
parcels  and  follow. 

"Don't  stumble,  Frank!  Look  out,  there! 
Don't  you  see  you  have  the  package  marked 
'  Glass,  with  care  P  '  " 

"  I  know  it,  sir ;  and  I'll  take  good  care  I  don't 
drop  it.  I  allers  look  out  sharp  for  them  pack- 
ages— contents  good  for  wet  soles,  ain't  they, 
sir  ?  " 

"  Yes,  and  dry  uppers." 

"Well,  sir,  heres  the  boat;  she's  all  right. 
The  lady  had  better  stay  by  that  smudge  till  we 
get  her  stowed — the  boat,  I  mean." 

We  see  the  boat,  and  believe  in  that,  also  in  our 
guides ;  and  our  faith,  though  slightly  wavering 
as  we  gaze  down  the  narrow,  dirty  stream,  not 
10ft.  wide,  still  holds  out.  Charlie  will  insist 
upon  my  unloading  my  revolver,  which  I  had 
carefully  laid  in  the  stern  sheets  for  the  benefit  of 
some  erratic  loon ;  which  done,  and  the  madam 
called  and  comfortably  seated  on  the  softest 
blanket,  we  push  off  with  kind  good-byes  and 
good  wishes  from  Uncle  John. 

We  thread  for  a  moment  or  two  the  narrow 
winding  passage  in  which  our  boat  lies  concealed. 
At  first  a  hush,  a  solemn  stillness,  then  a  burst  of 
sui-prise  from  each  as  we  glide  forth  upon  the 
bosom  of  the  lake.  A  gentle  breeze,  and  a  fair 
one. 

Hoisting  our  sail,  we  move  gracefully  onward. 
And  now  our  faith  is  lost  in  sight,  as  the  wide 
expanse  of  water,  fringed  on  all  sides  with  the 
unbroken  green  of  undisturbed  foi'ests,  meets  our 
gaze. 

"  Oh  !  how  beautiful,  how  beautiful ! "  bursts 
from  the  lips  of  the  gentler  one  as  she  throws  up 
her  veil  (no  fear  of  flies  here).  "  How  could  Mr. 
Murray  write  as  he  did  about  the  scenery  of 
Maine?" 

"  Probably  because  he  never  had  seen  it." 

"  Fortunately  for  us  he  hadn't,  or  we  might  be 
sailing  up  the  lake  to-day  with  a  small  fleet,  instead 
of  being  solitary  voyagers,  as  we  appear  to  be. 
But  what  are  those  tall  peaks  over  there  in  the 
distance  ? " 

"  Those  are  the  White  Mountains ;  those  small 
buildings  you  see  in  the  line  of  the  hills  down  by 
the  shore  are  Middle  Dam  Camp.  There's  the 
source  of  the  Androscoggin  :  good  fishing  there, 
but  not  near  as  pleasant  as  our  destination."  All 
this  from  the  intelligent  guides,  Charles  Cutting 
and  Frank  Men-il. 

The  breeze,  which  had  been  quite  fresh  at 
starting,  now  died  away  to  almost  a  calm,  so  that 
in  spite  of  the  helmsman's  skill  the  sail  flapped 
idly  against  the  mast,  and  scarce  a  ripple  stirred 
the  waters  beneath  our  stern. 

"  1  thought  so,"  said  Cutting,  as  he  choked  off 
a  prolonged  whistle,  with  which  he  had  been 
endeavouring  to  "  raise  the  wind."  "  It's  got  to 
be  a  white-ash  breeze,  Frank,  and  that  means  you 
and  me.  It  never  blows  in  the  narrows,  and 
when  it  does  it's  sure  to  be  the  wrong  way.  Put 
out  your  trolling  line,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  you  may 
get  a  trout  or  two  for  supper.'' 

That  was  a  pleasant  suggestion,  and,  as  I  after- 
wards learned,  an  uncommon  one  for  a  guide  to 
offer,  for  it  adds  somewhat  to  the  weight  of  an 
oar  when  a  100ft.  of  line  attached  to  a  trolling 
spoon  is  being  dragged  behind ;  but  we  had  an 
unusual  passenger  (for  at  that  time  few  ladies 
had  visited  our  camping  ground),  andourbojs 
were  polite  accordingly.  I  put  out  my  line,  and 
the  silver  spoon  glistens  brightly  in  the  sun  as  it 
floats  away  upon  the  water.  I  was  just  shaking 
off  the  last  few  yards  of  line  from  the  reel,  which 
was  turning  summersaults  between  my  feet  in  the 
bottom  of  the  boat,  when  a  quick,  sharp  jerk 
almost  pulled  it  from  my  hands,  and  in  less  time 
than  I  can  describe  it — instantly,  almost— 
Charlie  B.'s  white  hat  was  jammed  down  over  his 
eyes,  and  faint  mutterings  of  "  Oh,  oh,  don't !_  I 
didn't  mean  to  ;  I  won't !  "  were  heard  beneath  it. 

I  had  been  too  quick  for  the  boy,  and  caught 
him  even  with  his  fingers  on  the  line.  Taken  in 
the  act,  his  punishment  was  sharp,  quick,  and 
decisive,  and  not  until  the  youth  had  promised  to 
cut  me  six  pipes  of  tobacco  did  I  withdraw  the 
"felt."     On  we  pulled,  leisurely  but  steadily, 
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with  just  speed  enough  to  keep  the  line  on  the 
surface,  for  it  does  not  do  to  hurry  in  this  country. 
And  now  no  fingers  give  that  jerk,  but  the  mouth 
of  some  member  of  the  finny  tribe  has  closed 
over  the  spoon.    The  boys  back  water,  and  hand 
over  hand  we  pull.    "  Gently,  not  too  fast,  sir ; 
that's  better,"  and  in  a  few  moments  our  first 
trout  lies  before  us.     "Beautiful."    Well  you 
may  say  so,  for  what  is  more  beautiful  than  a 
well-developed  lib.  trout  ?    And  he  weighed  just 
lib.;  one  scale  more  would  have  turned  the  scale. 
Six  longing,  loving  eyes  gazed  tenderly  upon  him, 
.a  bright  flush  lit  up  their  anxious  faces,  and 
(alas  !  frail  human  nature)  three  hungry  mortals 
wondered  whether  there  was  enough  of  him  to  go 
round.    Over  goss  the  line  again,  and  the  boys, 
made  happy  by  our  success,  hurry  up  a  bit,  and 
pull  t€n  strokes  more  to  the  houi*. 

Before  we  were  through  the  nai-rows,  two  more, 
just  about  the  size  of  the  first,  left  their  watery 
abodes  for  that  bourn  from  which  no  trout  returns 
And  now,  our  supper  secured,  we  reel  up,  and 
feast  our  eyes  on  the  first  trophies  of  our 
anticipated  sport,  not  taken,  however,  as  the 
educated  sportsman  is  wont  to  entice  this 
brightest  jewel  in  Undine's  crown.  .  No,  the  true 
sport  is  to  come,  when,  as  sunset  glories  tinge  the 
waters  with  a  golden  hue,  our  dancing  flies  skip 
to  the  gentle  music  of  a  southern  breeze. 

(To  he  continued.) 


ARTIFICIAL  FLIES  FROM  A  TROUT^S 
POINT  OF  VIEW.* 

{Continued  from  'page  333.) 

By  John  H.  Davis. 
My  next  point  is  that  of 

Colour,  and  here  I  have  fairly  pronounced 
opinions.  I  hold  strongly  that  trout  have  a 
quick  and  lively  perception  of  colour.  Yellow,  red, 
purple,  brown,  are,  I  think,  the  favourites,  and 
pretty  much  in  the  order  in  which  I  have  placed 
them.  ^  Gold  and  silver  thread  I  regard  as  most 
attractive,  and  there  are  very  few  flies  indeed  that 
may  not  be  improved  by  a  little  addition  of  one 
or_  the  other.  Therefore,  I  say,  let  your  flies  be 
bright  and  lively  in  colour  (I  do  not  say  gaudy), 
and  you  will  have  your  reward.  Of  course,  you 
must  use  them  under  varying  circumstances  as 
your  experience  suggests. 

Having    now  settled,    after  a   fashion,  the 
questions  of  shape,  size,  and  colour  of  your  flies, 
the  very  natural  inquiry  would  follow,  "  What  are 
the  suitable  materials  for  building  up  such  a  fly 
as  shall  be  sufficiently  natural  looking  to  deceive 
the  trout  ?  "    And  here  I  must  own  to  being  a  bit 
of  a  Radical.    Although  my  fly  book,  like  many 
others,  contains  a  fairly  large  quantity  and  variety 
ot  flies,  m  practice  I  use  very  few,  and  I  should 
not  feel  very  much  hurt  if  a  superior  power  (say, 
my  wife  !)  insisted  on  limiting  me  to  six,  or,  at  the 
outside,  eight  different  kinds,  only  allowing  me 
to  vary  the  sizes  at  my  discretion.    If  I  were  so 
limited,  I  should  choose  those  only  which  are  made 
±rom  soft  hackles;  those  which  have  plenty  of 
'  movement,"  as  it  is  called,  in  them.    I  attach 
the  greatest  importance  to  this  question  of  soft- 
ness or  movability  of  the  hackle  in  the  water.  A 
trout  rarely  takes  anything  dead,  and  the  surest 
way  to  attract  his  attention  is  to  simulate  life  in 
your  flies.  This  is  best  accomplished  by  employing 
hackles  which  are  easily  acted  on  by  the  water, 
and  readily  contract  or  expand  as  the  case  may 
be.    Ihe  hackles  which  can-y  out  this  idea  in  the 
greatest  perfection  are  those  like  the  Brown  Owl 
the  Light  and  Dark  Snipe,  the  Light  Woodcock, 
the  Young  Grouse,  the  Partridge,  and  the  Water- 
Hen.    In  fact,  thesj  hackles  will  provide  nearly 
all  you  need.     With  these  you  can  build  up 
the  Bro'^  Owl,   Yellow  Snipe,  Dark  Snipe, 
Winter  Brown,  Poult,  Orange  Partridge,  Red 
Partridge,  YeUow  Partridge,  March  Brown,  and 
Waterhen  Bloa.    If  you  cannot  catch  trout  with 
a  selection  from  these  almost  anytime  during  the 
season,  I  fear  you  haven't  got  the  right  notion  of 
artificial  flies  from  the  trout's  point  of  view  "  I 
confess  to  a  great  liking  for  the  first  four  on  my 
list  and  one  or  other  is  scarcely  ever  off  my  cast 
all  the  year  round.    I  feel  sure  that  if  the  ancrler 
were  tokeep^trictly^othe^s  I  have  outlined 
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from_  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  season, 
varying  the  sizes  to  suit  various  conditions  of 
water  and  weather,  he  would  have  no  reason  to 
regret  his  decision. 

Outside  these,  of  course,  are  the  long  lists  of 
fancy  flies,  as  they  are  called ;  and  how  long  those 
lists  are  you  will  scarcely  be  inclined  to  believe, 
unless  you  set  yourself  to  inquire.    It  is  really 
astonishing  how  many  are  called  "  So  and  So's  " 
Fancy,  Glory,  Delight,  Adopted,  Adapted,  &c., 
ad  lib.    Many  of  them  at  difEerent  times,  and  in 
different  ways,  have  their  uses,  one  in  particular, 
Bradshaw's  Fancy,  being  a  very  deadly  fly  indeed, 
especially  after  the  end  of  June.    Some  of  these 
fancies— aye,  most  of  them— resemble  nothing 
that  the  trout  is  accustomed  to  feed  upon  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  and  they  must  therefore  be  taken 
out  of  cariosity,  as  I  before  mentioned.  And 
here  I  would  like  to  say  that  a  tag  to  your  fly, 
particularly  a  red  or  white  one,  is  often  a  most 
killing  addition.    The  reason  may  be  difficult  to 
find,  but  the  fact  is  well  established,  as  a  good 
many  of  my  hearers  can  testify.    Don't  forget 
also  to  make  free  use  of  peacock  harl,  either  for 
the  body,  under  the  legs,  or,  particularly,  the  head. 
It  makes  a  "  fussy,"  showy  body,  and  must  seem 
a  very  tempting  morsel.    The  Orange  Partridge, 
for  example,  is  very  much  improved  by  using  a 
little  under  the  hackle.    Furthermore,  make  a 
good  big  head— nearly  all  flies  have  big  heads 
and,  if  anything,  I  think  it  is  wise  to  rather 
exaggerate  this  feature  of  your  fly.    Eyed  hooks, 
especially  turned  down  ones,  come  in  very  useful 
here,  as   they  lend  themselves  readily  to  the 
making  of  a  presentable  head.     In  fact,  I  am 
inclined  to  take  kindly  to  eyed  hook  flies,  more 
especially  for  use  at  the  point ;  for  droppers  they 
don't  do  quite  so  well,  although  that  may  perhaps 
be  my  fault  in  putting  them  on. 

All  of  this,  however,  goes  to  show  how  nearly 
hopeless  it  js  to  attempt  to  arrive  at  a  reliable 
theory  of  flies,  based  on  exact  imitation,  or,  in 
fact,  any  other  basis.  You  are  sure,  in  the  end 
to  be  driven  to  act  in  accordance  with  your 
experience  only,  as  your  theories  nearly  all  break 
down  when  brought  to  the  test  of  actual  trial  at 
the  river's  side.  But  your  experience  is  simply 
invaluable,  and  it  teaches  you  to  use  to  the  utmost 
your  faculties  of  observation;  and  you  will,  by 
the  use  of  these  faculties,  learn  a  good  deal  that 
will  assist  very  materially  in  both  making  and 
using  your  flies. 

Now,  I  am  sure  most  observant  anglers  will 
have  been  struck,  at  one  time  or  another,  by  the 
fact  that  nearly  all  rivers  or  gi-oups  of  rivers  in 
the  same  district  seem  to  have  a  type  of  fly  some- 
what peculiar  to  themselves,  and  more  or  less  on 
the  water,  in  one  form  or  another,  nearly  all  the 
season  through.    We  can't  stop  now  to  inquire 
how  this  arises,  as  it  is  not  necessary  for  our 
present  purpose,  although  it  is  a  subject  very  well 
worthy  of  serious  study,  but  I  think  the  fact  itself 
will  be  admitted.    Further,  even  the  same  fly, 
appearing  on  waters  differing  in  their  character, 
assumes  at  times  strikingly  different  forms  or 
colours,  or  both.    If  that  be  granted  (and  I  don't 
think  it  admits^  of  much  doubt),  it  must  follow 
that  the  trout  will  become  accustomed  to  a  certain 
class  or  kind  of  food  which  they  make,  as  it  were, 
their  "  standing  dish,"  as  it  has  been  called,  and 
the  importance  of  finding  out  this  standing  dish 
is  so  obvious  as  almost  to  need  no  further  com- 
ment.   But  I  am  anxious  to  convince  you  on  this 
head,  even  if  it  involves  me  in  the  necessity  of 
struggling  with  an  extra  long  paragraph.  Now, 
it  is  singular  that  a  rather  had  habit  of  mine,  in 
making  elaborate   memoranda  of   fishing  ex- 
periences,  should  come  to  my  aid  here,  for  I 
find  amongst  my  notes  the  following,  which  I 
wrote  after  the  termination  of  my  fishing  expe- 
dition on  the  Upper  Tamar  above  Launceston 
in  1887.     I  may  add  that  the  truth  of  it  was 
amply  confirmed,  to  my  mind,  by  the  result  of 
two  subsequent  expeditions  in  1889  and  1891. 
This  is  my  note  : 

"The  famous  Blue  Upright  deserves  its 
fame.  It  seems  to  be  almost  irresistible  in  this 
river.     But  there  appears  a  reason  for  it.  I 


Scarcity  df  the  other  aquatic  flies  account  for 
its  popularity  P  Anyway,  the  angler  is  ill-advised 
who  does  not  put  his  Blue  Upright  at  the  point 
of  his  cast,  and  use  it  there  persistently." 

There,  gentlemen,  I  little  thought  when  I  wrote 
that  short  paragraph  that  it  would  be  unearthed 
before  a  meeting  of  Yorkshire  anglers  more  than 
ten  years  after.  But  it  exactly  bears  out  my 
point.  The  Upright  is,  like  the  poor,  always 
with  them;  and  the  trout  take  a  heavy  toll  of 
them,  too.  But  in  fishing  that  river  you  simply 
can  not  do  without  it,  because  you  have  little  or 
nothing  else  to  fall  back  on. 

It  is  rather  a  "  far  cry  "  from  the  Tamar  to 
the  middle  Severn,  but  a  somewhat  similar  set  of 
conditions  prevails  there,  or,  rather,  did  in  those 
happy  days  long  ago,  when  I  was  young  and 
fished  in  its  waters.  There  the  Ooch-y-Bonddu 
was  a  never  failing  resource  to  the  angler,  and 
the  reason  was  not  difficult  to  discover.  You 
found  nearly  always  present  a  little  ruddy  coloured 
beetle,  but  in  May  and  June  a  very  distinctive 
one  came,  which  we  called  a  f ernshaw,  in  shape 
and  size  like  a  ladybird,  as  the  children  call  it. 
They  came  in  enormous  numbers  and  settled  on 
the  vrillow  bushes  overhanging  the  river.  For 
some  time  after  their  first  appearance  the  trout 
took  little  notice  of  them,  but  afterwards,  and  for 
some  weeks,  the  fish  seemed  to  be  aware  that  a 
grand  feast  was  provided,  and  practically  all  the 
trout— certainly  all  the  best  of  them— were  to  be 
found  under  the  willows.  Now,  theCoch-y-Bonddu,^ 
made  with  a  "  fussy  "  body  of  peacock  harl  and  a 
red  hackle,  was  a  capital  imitation,  and  the 
angler  who  could  cast  one  well  under  the  branches 
would  never  go  empty  away. 

The  Eamont,  which  is  our  happy  hunting 
ground,  is  another  case  in  point,  but  in  another 
way.  Here  several  flies  come  on  at  different 
times,  in  astonishing  numbers,  and  amongst  them 
perhaps  the  one  which  causes  the  greatest  rise 
is  the  March  Brown.  But  although  it  is  un- 
questionably the  real  March  Brown,  it  is  widely 
different  in  shades  of  colour  to  any  of  the  family 
that  I  have  seen  anywhere  else.  In  this  case  also 
a  March  Brown  of  varying  sizes  will  stand  you  in 
good  stead  on  the  Eamont  all  the  year  round. 

Just  once  more,  and  this  time  nearer  home. 
The  Wharfe,  Ure,  Nidd,  and  Aire— this  is  not  a 
joke,  and  I  don't  mean  the  Aire  below  Leeds 
Bridge,  but  above  the  points  where  Bradford  and 
Keighley  pay  their  delicate,  if  odorous,  attentions 
to  it— produce  a  fly  that  is  practically  on  the 
water  all  the  year  round.  I  mean  what  we  call  the 
Yellow  Snipe.  It  is  an  attractive  looking  little 
fellow,  and  seems  to  be  very  popular  with  the 
trout.  It  is  also  a  great  favourite  with  the  "  old 
hands "  who  fish  these  streams.  I  am  fully 
persuaded  that  if  the  angler  on  these  rivers  would 
put  a  Yellow  Snipe  at  the  point,  and  use  it  from 
March  16  to  Oct.  1,  without  change,  he  would 
catch  more  trout  with  it  than  aU  the  others  on 
his  cast  put  together. 

These,  then,  are  what  I  have  called  the  charac- 
teristic types  of  flies  on  these  streams,  and  I  have 
given  what  I  believe  to  be  the  trout's  "point  of 
regarding  them.     The  trout  is  led  by 


noticed  a  fly  which  was  frequently  on  the  water, 
a  Drake  in  shape,  and  in  colour  like  the  Grey 
(not  Green)  Drake  that  I  used  to  see  on  the 
Severn.  The  other  aquatic  flies  seemed  very  few 
in  number ;  in  fact,  apart  from  this  Drake  and 
the  land  flies,  I  saw  very  few  others  on  the  water. 
May  not  the  abundance  of  this  Drake  and  the 


instinct  to  look  out  for  his  food  where  his 
experience  teaches  him  it  is  best  and  easiest  to  bs 
found,  and  he  evidently  has  a  sense  of  memory, 
which  teUs  him  that  the  fly,  &c.,  which  he  is 
accustomed  to  see  is  far  more  likely  to  be  the  right 
thing  than  a  strange  object  he  has  not  seen  before. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  wise  in  the  angler  to  find 
out  what  the  trout  prefers,  and  then  act  accord- 
ingly. The  knowledge  which  comes  of  this  close 
and  constant  observation,  gives  the  "  local  hand  " 
the  preponderating  advantage,  which  we  know  he 
possesses,  over  his  perhaps  cleverer,  and  certainly 
better  equipped,  brother,  who  is  not  so  favoured 
with  opportunities  for  observation. 

But  of  course,  as  we  have  learnt  from  child- 
hood— without  perhaps  knowing  what  it  meant — 
very  often  extremes  meet.  It  may,  therefore,  at 
times  be  advisable  to  do  precisely  the  opposite  of 
that  which  I  have  been  pressing  so  earnestly  upon 
you.  Let  us  suppose  (which  I  hope  is  the  fact) 
that  you  have  all  had  a  very  good  dinner — a 
"  right  good  feed  "  I  should  say  if  I  were  allowed 
to  indulge  in  slang — and  that  it  has  taken  you 
some  time  to  get  through  it.  I  take  it  that  if  I 
wanted  to  tempt  you  to  a  little  further  indulgence, 
it  would  not  do  to  dangle  a  good  sized  chop, 
steak,  or  even  a  piece  of  deviled  turkey  before  you. 
No,  being,  I  hope,  a  wise  man,  I  should  put  before 
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jou  something  altogether  different — a  light, 
attractive  looking,  and  captivating  trifle  that 
would  tickle  your  fancy,  and  lure  you  on  by 
dangerous  little  steps  to  that  inevitable  fit  of 
indigestion  which  is  usually  followed  by  B.  and  S. 
or  something  equally  innocent  to  put  you  right 
again.  So  I  would  advise  you  to  deal  with  the 
trout.  When  he  is  rising  madly  at  one  kind  of 
fly  he  will,  as  often  at  other  times,  look  with  scorn 
at  your  best  loved  imitation,  and  you  might"  even 
imagine  him  winking  his  eye.  Therefore,  try 
something  entirely  different,  and  that  fit  of 
indigestion,  caused  by  taking  too  much  hook, 
may  come  on  in  his  case,  which  no  B.  and  S.  nor 
even  pure  lemonade  will  avail  to  cure. 

Let  me  then  ask  this  little  question  before  I 
pass  on  to  another  subject :  May  not  my  little 
theory — that  fancy  flies  are  often  taken  in  a  fit  of 
revulsion  from  the  ordinary  diet ;  in  fact,  the 
meeting  of  these  extremes — be  a  sound  one  ?  I 
believe,  from  the  trout's  "  point  of  view,"  that  it  is. 

Another  very  important  question  now  arises, 
and  that  is,  how  are  you  to  bring  your  artificial 
fly  into  the  range  of  your  trout's  "point  of 
view  ?  "  and  I  don't  think  this  matter  has  received 
the  attention  which  its  importance  demands.  If 
you  fail  to  place  your  fly  in  the  most  favourable 
position  for  the  trout's  observation,  he  either 
doesn't  see  it  at  all,  or  perhaps  sees  too  much, 
both  fatal  to  your  hopes  of  catching  him.  I  have 
often  been  urged  to  throw  over  a  rising  fish.  My 
advice  in  this  case  is  thesame  as  thatgiven  hy  Pu7ich 
to  those  about  to  marry,  '  Don't!"  It  cannot 
surely  be  wise  to  show  your  paraphernalia  to  a 
more  or  less  suspicious  fish  such  as  a  trout 
generally  is.  No ;  cast  your  point  fly  so  that  it 
wiU,  if  possible,  pass  by  him  on  the  near  side ;  he 
sees,  then,  nothing  but  the  fly,  and  either  his 
curiosity  or  his  cupidity — perhaps  a  little  of  both 
— may  seal  his  doom. 

Another  point  in  this  connection  is  to  do  your 
utmost  to  sink  your  flies,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
lay  a  good  deal  of  stress  upon  this  piece  of  advice. 
The  upward,  struggling  appearance  which  is 
given  to  your  flies  as  they  appear  to  be  fluttering 
to  the  sm-face  is  very  deadly,  and  particularly  so 
in  the  spring.  This  accords  with  what  I  stated 
before  as  to  your  fly  imitating  an  immature  or 
not  perfectly  formed  fly  or  larva  ascending  from 
the  bed  of  the  stream.  Let  me  add  force  to  my 
meaning  here  by  an  illustration,  drawn  from  an 
experience  which  I  had  whilst  fishing  in  the 
Pickering  Beck  last  September.  It  was  a  very 
bright,  sunny  day,  and  I  sat  for  awhile  on  the 
bank.  Right  in  front  of  me,  I  may  say  almost 
under  me,  was  a  nice  trout,  lying  in  perhaps  2ft. 
or  3ft.  of  water.  Without  being  observed  I  caused 
my  flies  to  pass  over  him  several  times  at  varying 
depths,  but  he  took  not  the  slightest  notice  of 
them.  I  then  threw  a  little  upstream,  and  let 
my  whole  cast  gradually  sink  iintil  it  was 
apparently  not  more  than  a  few  inches  above 
him,  when  I  began  to  lift  my  flies  with  short, 
vigorous  jerks.  The  effect  was  magical,  the 
fish  instantly  moved,  followed  the  point  fly  up  for 
some  little  distance,  and  then  took  it  with  a  rush 
when  it  was  nearing  the  siuface.  I  thus  added 
at  the  same  time  a  capital  fish  to  my  day's  catch, 
and  a  valuable  lesson  to  my  stock  of  experience. 

This  leads  me  to  say  that  I  have  a  theory,  the 
statement  of  which  wiU,  I  know,  bring  down  upon 
me  expressions  of  more  or  less  vigorous  dissent. 
It  is  this  :  I  believe  that  a  gut  cast  is  superior  to 
a  hair  one  on  this  very  ground,  that  it  wiU  sink 
much  quicker.  I  say  nothing  about  the  qualities 
of  hair  on  the  ground  of  easy  casting,  or  its 
supposed  invisibility  (they  have  nothing  to  do 
with  this  part  of  my  argument),  but  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion,  after  a  good  deal  of  experience, 
that  the  flotability  of  hair  is  a  distinct  dis- 
advantage. Having  said  that,  I  will  leave  the 
matter,  as  I  don't  wish  to  revive  the  old  burning 
controvei-sy  of  gut  versus  hair. 

Befoi-e  I  leave  the  question  of  presenting  your 
fly  to  the  trout,  there  is  one  difficulty  or  trouble 
which  comes  in  the  way  of  most  anglers  some 
time  during  the  season.  Tou  will  often  find  that 
your  fly  is  taken  in  different  ways  in  different 
places  even  on  the  same  day.  This  may  be 
accounted  for  by,  perhaps,  varying  depths  of 
water,  presence  or  absence  of  cloud,  sudden 
changes  of  temperature,  &c.,  and  the  observant 
angler  takes  notes  of  each  and  acts  accordingly. 
But  you  also  find  some  days  that  you  are  a  victim 
to  perhaps  the  most  exasperating  and  irritating 


phase  of  sport  that  it  is  possible  to  conceive. 
When  trout  are  "smutting,"  as  it  is  called,  i.e., 
feeding  on  that  little  black  midge,  far  too  small 
to  be  imitated,  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the 
"  Cuss  "  (and  well  he  deserves  his  name),  you  know 
the  reason  why  you  get  no  rises,  although  the 
water  is  "  boiling  "  with  rising  trout.  Tou  know 
you  cannot  imitate  the  wretch,  so  you  don't 
attempt  or  expect  anything,  but  simply  bide  your 
time.  No,  the  crowning  angling  trouble  is  when 
the  trout 

Come  short  as  it  is  called.  Tou  do  not  see  fish 
rising,  but  you  are  continually  feeling  a  pluck  at 
your  flies.  Very  often  you  hook  your  tormentor 
and  roll  over  a  very  good  fish ;  but  you  don't  catch 
one  in  six.  What  is  the  trout's  "point  of  view" 
on  these  occasions  If  he  doesn't  want  your  fly, 
why  does  he  trouble  with  it  at  all  ?  He  is  there, 
and  apparently  very  busy;  but  he  wLU  neither 
take  your  fly  nor  leave  it  alone,  and  this  will 
continue  through  a  long  day  and  over  a  wide 
area.  I  find  amongst  my  notes  a  case  illustrative 
of  my  point.  It  occui-red  on  Sept.  8,  1891, 
in  the  Upper  Aire,  on  that  piece  of  water  which 
om*  association  once  had,  but  in  a  moment  of  folly 
gave  up,  and  which  I,  for  one,  have  never  ceased 
to  regret.  The  day,  water,  and  conditions 
generally  were  perfect,  and  the  troiit  rose  aU  day 
long.  I  caught  four  nice  trout  straight  away  in  a 
few  minutes,  and  thought  I  was  in  for  my 
record  day ;  but  alas '.  during  the  next  seven 
houi-s  I  only  caught  six  more.  During  that  time 
it  appeared  as  if  every  fish  within  range  of  my 
flies  had  risen  at  them.  I  counted  fifty  misses, 
and  then  gave  it  up.  Nearly  every  fish  was 
touched,  so  that  I  felt  as  if  he  were  hooked.  I 
tried  evei-y  artifice  known  to  me.  Changed  my 
flies  from  large  to  small,  and  varied  them  in 
endless  ways,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  This  result 
was  so  striking  that  I  inquired  of  three  friends 
who  were  out  on  that  day— one  on  the  Wharfe, 
another  on  the  Ure,  and  a  third  somewhere  near 
Scarborough — and  their  experience  was  precisely 
the  same.  Now.  how  can  you  account  for  this  ? 
If,  in  the  following  discussion,  any  brother  angler 
can  give  me  a  clue  to  the  mystery,  and  suggest  a 
remedy,  I  shall  indeed  be  grateful,  and  another 
"  point  of  view  "  will  be  very  eagerly  noted  and 
acted  upon. 

I  now  come  to  what  is  practically  my  last  point. 
Where,  I  may  be  asked,  am  I  to  find  the  trout  ? 
Where  I  am  to  look  for  him  i  In  what  part  of 
the  river  can  I  best  present  my  flies  to  him  ?  The 
questions  are  proper  ones,  and  I  reply  at  once, 
"Look  for  him  in  the  streams."  I  have  read 
somewhere  that  early  in  the  season  you  must  look 
for  him  in  the  dubs  or  at  the  foot  of  the  streams  ; 
later  on,  as  he  gains  strength,  higher  up ;  and. 
lastly,  at  his  zenith,  say  in  June,  in  the  strong 
rushes.  I  don't  agree.  A  trout,  if  in  condition 
to  take  at  all,  irill  be  in  the  streams.  If  you 
observe  his  haunts,  you  will  always  find  him 
behind  a  stone,  or  some  friendly  shelter,  where 
he  is  in  the  stream  yet  out  of  the  stress  of  it. 
Even  when  he  is  not  in  condition,  I  may  appeal  to 
my  winter  grayling  fishing  friends  to  support  me 
here  from  theii-  experience,  and  say  if  they  do 
not  very  often  find  a  good  trout  in  heavy  water  in 
the  depth  of  winter.  The  day  after  last  Christmas 
Day  I  caught,  whilst  gi-ayling  fishing,  in  a  very 
strong  stream  on  the  Wharfe,  ten  trout  in  wonder- 
ful condition.  They  were  really  in  quite  as  heavy 
water  as  I  shaU  expect  them  next  June.  Of 
course,  you  can  at  times  catch  them  in  the  dubs, 
but  you  must  then  have  a  breeze  behind  you, 
blowing  up  stream,  and  you  must  also  be  a 
master  hand,  better  much  than  I  am,  for  I  could 
never  do  any  pai'ticular  good  in  such  positions, 
Oui-  px-esident  can  give  the  majoi-ity  of  anglers  a 
good  start  in  water  like  this  I  have  described,  and 
stiU  come  in  first.    But  we  cannot  all  be  Reffitfs  ! 

In  the  preceding  paragraph  I  assumed  more  or 
less  clear  water,  and  you  may  inquire  what  is  to 
be  done  when  the  trout's  "point  of  view''  is 
obscm-ed  by  coloured  water?  And  I  reply, 
don't  jump  to  conclusions  too  hastily.  A  trout 
can  very  often  see  more  than  you  think  he  can, 
and  very  often  one  of  the  best  conditions  for 
sport  is  when  the  trout  can  just  see  enough  to 
observe  your  fly  as  it  passes  near  him.  In  fact, 
one  of  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  my  faith  is  that 
the  state  of  the  water  is  more  important  than 
any  condition  of  wind  and  weather,  and  if  the 
water  is  only  "  right,"  as  the  practised  hand  wiU 
say,  you  may  feel  happy.    Many  instances  of 


capital  sport  under  these  circumstances  are 
recorded  in  my  notes,  but  I  will  only  mention 
one,  and  that  occurred  in  April,  18fl.  I  was 
fishing  in  a  small  river  that  shall  be  name- 
less. There  had  been  heavy  rain  the  day 
before,  and  the  water  came  down  in  a  nice 
volume,  but  rather  thick  and  discoloured. 
Prospects  looked  doubtful,  for  there  was  not 
a  fish  to  be  seen.  My  flies  were  March  Brown, 
Orange  Partridge,  and  Dark  Snipe.  I  began  to 
catch  at  once,  and  ended  up  with  a  full  basket  of 
nice  fish.  Every  one  was  caught  on  the  March 
Brown,  and  the  fly  was  seized  in  a  most  deter- 
mined maimer,  the  fish  being  all  hooked  deep  in 
the  mouth,  and  even  in  the  throat.  And  now 
comes  the  peculiar  part  of  the  matter,  because 
although  the  March  Brown  alone  was  taken,  such 
a  fly  as  the  March  Brown — the  real  one  that  is— 
has  never  been  seen  on  that  stream.  From  the 
action  of  the  trout  on  that  occasion  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  from  his  "  point  of  view"  it  was 
not  a  March  Brown,  or,  indeed,  a  fly  at  all,  but 
some  larvae  disturbed  and  brought  down  pre- 
maturely by  the  force  of  the  cuiTent.  The  March 
Brown,  with  his  Hare's  Ear  body,  lends  himself 
admirably  to  that  theory,  and  in  practice,  let  me 
gently  hint,  that  nothing  will  help  to  fiU  your 
basket  in  water  like  that  just  above  referred  to 
so  well  as  a  fairly  large  March  Brown  with  a  Hare's 
Ear  body,  ribbed  with  gold  twist.  The  next 
best  is  an  ordinary  Tellow  Snipe  on  a  No.  2  or 
3  hook. 

I  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  give  you 
here  a  quotation  from  the  instructions  which 
the  famous  Dicky  Routledge,  of  Carlisle,  used 
to  insist  upon  when  directing  his  pupils.  It  is 
utterly  devoid  of  science,  but  it  is  very  full  of 
what  is  often  spoken  of  as  "  saving  common 
sense."  It  was  simply  this  :  "  Keep  your  flies 
in  the  water,"  and  the  wisdom  of  this  instruc- 
tion is  at  once  apparent.  It  is  obvious  that  you 
can't  catch  trout  in  the  river  if  you  spend  your 
time  "squaring"  about  in  the  meadow  showing 
your  choicest  imitations  to  the  swallows,  or 
amusing  yourself  in  solemn  wonder  with  the 
question  whether  or  not  there  happen  to  be  a 
bull  in  the  next  field. 

Now,  you  will  have  noticed  that  I  have  rather 
frequently  referred  to  my  notes  in  the  foregoing 
remarks.  Let  me  advise  you  to  keep  notes  of 
your  fishing  experiences,  and  you  vrill  be  delighted, 
in  the  time  to  come,  to  be  reminded  of  pleasant 
hoiirs  spent  at  the  riverside,  and  so  "to  fight 
your  battles  o'er  again."  And  if  a  sceptic  should 
be  so  far  lost  to  aU  sense  of  propriety  as  to  suggest  a  ' 
doubt  about  anything  you  relate,  it  will  be  possible 
to  silence  and  confute  him  at  once  by  a  reference  to 
your  notes.  And  when  the  wind  howls  round 
your  home,  and  the  snow  lies  deep  under  the 
hedgerows;  when  the  frost  king  has  all  the 
country  in  his  grip,  and  outside  sport  is  impossible, 
then  tuiTi  to  your  notes,  and  you  will  soon  find 
yourself  fishing,  when  all  Natui-e  appears  to  smile, 
and  you'll  forget  that  you  are  once  more  in  wonder- 
land. 

Only  a  few  words  more,  and  I  have  done. 
But  I  want  to  say,  that  however  well  you  may 
be  equipped,  and  whatever  may  be  the  favour- 
able conditions,  if  you  do  not  use  all  your  skill 
you  will  not  succeed.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  force  in  the  words  of  a  past  master  in  the  art, 
who  said  :  "  I  don't  care  about  his  flies,  tell  me 
who  it  is  that  is  driving  them."  In  angling,  as  in 
everything  else,  the  man  who  brings  his  brains 
into  his  work  always  comes  off  best  in  the  long 
run ;  and  so  it  ought  to  be.  The  trout  is  not 
going  to  give  up  his  secrets,  nor  disclose  his 
"  point  of  view  "  without  a  good  deal  of  patient 
thought  and  care  on  the  part  of  the  seeker  after 
this  kind  of  knowledge.  Of  course,  exceptions 
creep  in  here  as  they  do  in  most  affairs  in  this 
life ;  but,  all  the  same,  they  only  go  "  to  prove 
the  nile."  But  even  when  you  have  put  forth  all 
your  skill  and  patience,  there  will  be  times  when 
you  will  completely  fail  to  catch  trout.  I  have 
returned  with  an  empty  basket  scores  of  times  in 
my  life,  and  I  hope  to  do  so,  I  was  going  to  say, 
scores  of  times  more,  for  even  a  blank  day  has  its 
lessons,  which  the  observant  angler  duly  notes 
and,  later  on,  utilises.  A  blank  day  also  gives 
him  time  to  look  round,  and  compels  him  to 
think;  and  the  thoughts  which  come  at  these 
times  nearly  always  make  for  good.  He  will  see 
that  he  is  only  one,  although,  perhaps,  an  impor- 
tant one.  in  the  wonderful  scheme  of  creation; 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 


in    nrnVTRTKATTOTJ  gabardine   .both  Fabrics  ?  p ateNT 
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PROOF 


I  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
I  HOT  AND  GOLD  WINDS, 
^  THORNS,  AND  FISH  HOOKS, 


WITH 


NATURAL  VENTILATION. 


Built  on  this  plan,  i.e.,  a  wool  foundation,  a  healthful  natural  warmth  is 
maintained,  so  that  the  angler  experiences  in  this  dress  complete  in- 
difference to  weather,  temperature,  or  climate. 


The  neutral  shades  of  Gabardine 
are  pronounced  by  experts  perfect 
for  rendering  the  Sportsman  in- 
visible to  the  quarry. 

The  resistance  which  it  offers  to 
the  insinuating  fish-hook  makes 
Gabardine    indispensable    to  the 
Angler. 

Lightness,  combined  with  great 
weather-resisting  and  hard- 
wearing  qualities,  place  Gabardine 
in  the  forefront  as  a  material  for 
every  kind  of  sport. 


"  Eain  stands  on  it  in  beads  like  quicksilver, 
shaken  off  at  the  first  movement.  We  have  tested 
the  garments  thoroug-hly."  -  -TOe  Lancet. 

"  All  weathers  are  equalised,  the  body  never 
overheated,  and  chills  and  their  discomforts 
avoided." — The  Fishing  Gazette. 

"There  is  nothing  better  adapted  for  outdoor 
sports  and  exercise/" — The  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
News. 

"  Eains  can  be  defied  without  discomfort  .  .  .  . 
the  ventilating  qualities  of  woollen  fabrics  are 
maintained  intact." — Bntiah  Mediral  .Tovnial. 


THE  "BURBERRY' 
SUIT. 

UTMOST  FREEDOM-PERFECT  PROTECTION 


THE  SLIP=ON  CAPE. 

UTMOST  PROTECTION-PERFECT  FREEDOM. 


i»3ei.e;ss  oi»iKric>3xrs. 

"  Practically  waterproof,  perfectly  self -ventilating,  impervious  to  thorns  or  fish-hooks,  as  comfortable  in  wear  as  homespuns."— Ms7«'n^  Gazette. 
"  During  two  or  three  days  fishing  they  kept  out  the  wet,  were  comfortable,  and  did  not  cause  perspiration."— r/ie  Field. 


1898  Gabardines  include  many  new  shades,  and  mark  an  important  advance  in  tropical  Airylight, 
which  has  now  strength  and  thorn  resistance  up  to  Summer  standard. 
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and  if  he  learns  tliat  lesson,  and  the  lessons  of 
defeat,  and  also  how  to  use  them  to  the  best 
advantage,  neither  the  blank  day,  nor,  let  us 
hope,  this  little  inquiry  into  "Artificial  Flies 
from  a  Trout's  Point  of  View  "  will  have  been  in 
vain. 


ARGYLL  ARMS  HOTEL,  INVERARY. 


The  fishings  of  Inveraiy,  which  are  free  to 
visitors  at  the  Argyll  Arms  Hotel,  are  comprised 
in  portions  of  the  rivers  Aray  and  Douglas,  and 
the  Dhuloch,  a  tidal  water.  The  best  t  me  for 
the  Douglas  and  Aray  is  from  July  to  September, 
and  even  into  October.  There  are  some  very  fine 
pools  on  both  the  Douglas  and  Aray,  and,  getting 
the  waters  in  proper  order,  are  almost  certain  of  a 
fish.  Last  season  the  writer  left  the  hotel  a  little 
before  6  a.m.,  drove  four  miles  to  the  fishing 
ground,  was  back  again  befoi-e  10  a.m.  with  a 
basket  of  five  salmon  and  grilse,  weighing  from  .31b. 
to  121b. ;  not  bad  for  two  hours'  fishing.  To  any- 
one who  can  appreciate  fine  scenery — and  most 
anglers  can — there  is  not  a  more  enchanting 
locality  than  the  Aray  or  Douglas. 

The  Dhuloch,  being  a  tidal  water,  yields  at 
times  splendid  sport  with  finnock,  sea  trout,  and 
brown  trout,  also  salmon.  The  best  time  for  the 
finnock  and  sea  trout  is  April,  May,  August,  and 
September. 

Flies  :  March  Brown,  Red  Spider,  Zulu,  Claret 
and  Mallard,   Greenbody  Greywing ;  minnows 


take  well  at  times ;  Blue  Phantom,  Leopold 
(Silver),  small  sizes. 

Mr.  B.  B.  Bantock  is  the  proprietor  of  this  very 
comfortable  hotel.  Amongst  the  places  of  interest 
are  the  Castle  Grounds,  the  Miller's  Lynn  and 
Salmon  Leap,  the  Marriage  Tree,  the  Lovers' 
Walk,  and  the  Deer  Forest.  Coach  meets  Lord 
of  the  Ixles,  to  view  the  Dhuloch  and  Glen  Shira, 
in  time  to  catch  steamer ;  fare.  Is. 


EASTER  FISHING  IN  CORNWALL. 


The  trout  fishing  season  opens  in  earnest  at 
Easter.  Of  course  there  are  plenty  of  rods  out 
before,  even  in  February — and  they  invariably 
come  in  for  an  annual  rating  in  the  local  press 
for  being  too  prematui-e — but  there  seems  to  be  a 
general  agi-eement  that  trout  are  quite  fit  by 
Easter,  and  this  period  ends  all  complaints. 
Years  ago  Good  Friday  was  the  day  par  excellence, 
and  with  some  it  still  is.  Lately,  however,  it  has 
lost  its  prestige  to  some  extent,  and  only  those 
whose  opportunities  for  enjoyment  are  very 
limited  now  devote  it  to  trout  fishing.  Every- 
thing this  season,  almost  up  to  the  two  or  three 
days  before  Easter  Monday,  pointed  to  a  poor  time. 
No  rain  had  fallen  to  affect  the  rivei-s  for  two 
months.  Then  on  Easter  Eve  rain  fell,  and  more 
on  Sunday.  Monday  opened  with  a  delightfully 
warm  south-westerly  breeze,  the  sun  being  hidden 
by  light,  fleecy  clouds,  and  every  available  rod 
was  off  to  the  riverside. 

Two  of  us,  armed  with  the  valued  permission  to 
fish  a  stretch  of  the  loveliest  trout  stream  in  the 
county,  started  early  for  a  nine  miles'  drive,  each 


concluding,  without  debate  or  reservation,  that 
the  day  was  simply  the  most  perfect,  and  the. 
most  desirable,  from  a  weather  point  of  view,  that 
could  possibly  be  described.  Of  course,  the  water 
was  low  and  clear,  but  there  was  a  good  breeze, 
and  we  ought  to  get  sport.  The  keeper  told  us 
when  we  got  on  the  water  that  we  were  the  first 
to  fish  it  for  the  year.  What  more  could  we  or 
any  mortal  fisherman  want  ? 

There  was  a  little  meadow  above  where  we 
usually  began,  which  I  generally  tried  first  by 
way  of  getting  at  the  tastes  of  the  trout  as  far  as 
the  flies  were  concerned.  Strangely  enough,  I 
had  for  several  years  caught  five  trout  in  this 
meadow  at  each  visit.  This  year  I  did  the  same, 
neither  more  nor  less,  and  I  found  also  that  the 
flies  were  a  Hare's  Flax  Blue  with  silver  twist, 
and  a  Dark  Blue  Upright,  both  hackle.  Giving 
my  friend  a  few  hundred  yards  law,  I  fished  down 
after  him,  and,  in  spite  of  the  wind,  which  played 
all  sorts  of  pranks  with  the  flies  and  the  casts, 
got  eleven  or  twelve  capital  trout  in  the  first  horn-. 
Then  the  wind  strengthened  and  changed  its 
quarter,  and  blacker  clouds  came  over  the  vaUey. 
For  a  time  the  trout  held  off  to  see  what  the 
change  was  likely  to  mean.  We  had  left  our 
waterproof  coats  at  the  inn,  a  mile  and  a  half 
away,  and,  of  course,  it  began  to  rain.  It  would 
have  been  wiser  if  we  had  stopped  fishing  and 
gone  back  for  our  coats;  but  the  trout  showed  such 
a  disposition  to  take  what  we  offered  them,  even 
although  every  pool  was  like  a  little  sea,  with  its 
waves  and  its  rain  drops,  that  we  decided  to  get 


wet  through  in  the  good  cause.  During  this 
most  unwelcome  change  we  basketed  about 
eighteen  more,  replacing  many  small  ones.  Then, 
when  we  were  wet  through,  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  fetch  the  coats,  a  duty  I  took  upon 
myself,  as  I  knew  of  a  capital  antidote  to  wet 
without  in  the  shape  of  a  glass  of  hot  something 
to  be  obtained  where  our  coats  were.  The  land- 
lord, who  is  seven  sizes  bigger  than  I  am,  was 
good  enough  to  lend  me  his  coat  while  mine  was 
drying,  and  a  hard  hat,  which  came  down  outside 
my  ears,  despite  the  opposition  of  a  piece  of  news- 
paper insei-ted  inside  the  lining,  so  that  I  was  as 
fit  for  the  fray  and  as  indifferent  to  the  weather 
as  an  Arctic  explorer. 

My  friend  did  not  know  me  at  first,  and  I  saw 
him  hide  behind  a  tree.  He  afterwards  told  me 
he_  thought  there  was  a  poacher  on  the  water,  and, 
being  jealous  of  the  rights  of  the  owner,  was 
hiding  to  get  a  better  opportunity  of  nabbing  the 
delinquent. 

We  fished  away  merrily  for  another  hour,  the 
trout  still  rising,  and  adding  very  matei-ially  to 
our  weighty  baskets.  Of  coui-se,  there  were  the 
little  discomforts  of  being  hung  up  in  the  trees 
now  and  then,  and  the  gusts  were  so  strong  that 
they  would  lift  the  line  and  fly  and  all  out  of  the 
water,  and  fix  the  whole  lot  in  a  bush  out  of  our 
reach.  But  these  little  matters  are  sure  to  occur 
at  such  times,  and  more  especially  when  trout  are 
sporting.  By  and  bye  the  conditions  of  the 
atmosphere  became  terribly  opposed  to  us.  It 
rained  more  heavily,  and  blew  a  perfect  hurricane. 
We  yielded,  and  left,  taking  away  with  us  about 
fifty  or  sixty  of  the  most  beautiful  trout  it  has 
ever  been  my  lot  to  see. 


I  shall  never  forget  the  di-ive  home.  At  places 
we  were  800ft  or  900ft.  above  the  sea,  and  with 
never  a  hedge  or  a  leaf  to  shelter  us.  We  might 
just  as  well  have  sat  in  a  bath,  for  no  waterproofs 
would  stand  the  weather,  and  once  more  we  were 
wet  through.  A  warm  welcome  waited  us, 
though ;  and  when  we  were  again  in  normal 
condition,  a  sight  of  the  trout,  a  pipe,  and  a 
lubrication,  led  us  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was, 
after  aU,  not  a  bad  sort  of  Easter  Monday. 

A.  B. 


SOME  SPLENDID  SALMON  GUT 
CASTS  AND  TRACES. 


We  have  received  from  Messrs.  John  Enright 
and  Son,  of  Castleconnell,  Ireland,  some  samples 
of  the  special  gut  casts  which  they  are  now  sup- 
plying for  this  season's  Norway  salmon  fishing. 
No.  1  is  the  "Shannon"  single  gut  cast,  and  is 
certainly  a  grand  cast,  extra  stout  gut  most  care- 
fully knotted  together.  The  links  are  a  fair 
length  right  through,  considering  the  thickness, 
and  very  even  and  round.  No.  2  is  the  "  Shan- 
non "  half  treble  and  half  single  cast,  which  is 
what  we  personally  prefer  as  a  salmon  cast, 
except  when  fine  tackle  is  necessary  in  low  water. 
"The  treble  part  is  made  of  excellent  gut,  and  the 
single  part  is  of  the  same  grand  gut  as  in  No.  1. 
We  believe  this  is  one  of  Mr.  Eraser  Sandeman's 
favourite  casts  for  heavy  Norwegian  salmon. 
Where  fish  run  extra  large,  nothing  could  be 
better  than  the  No.  3  "Shannon"  ti-eble  gut 
casts  and  ditto  traces  ;  they  wiU  hold  anything  in 
the  shape  of  a  salmon.  The  salmon  angler  who 
has  a  supply  of  Mr.  John  Enright's  casts  and 
traces  can — rely  on  them. 


PRAWN  FISHING  FOR  SALMON 
AT  RINGWOOD. 


■'  The  prawn  fishing  opened  here  on  Monday 
under  very  favourable  conditions,  the  river  being 
in  good  order  after  the  recent  rains.  Mr.  Turner 
Turner  was  soon  captming  a  large  fish  at 
Brigand's  Hole,  which  turned  the  scale  at  381b. 
The  same  angler  then  waded  in  at  Balls  Hole, 
and  was  successful  in  getting  another  going  221b. 
The  Piles  produced  the  next  fish,  which  weighed 
231b.,  Mr.  F.  Goddard  being  the  lucky  captor. 
Mr.  Cooper  made  short  work  of  a  fresh  run  fish 
of  211b.,  and  immediately  hooked  another  heavy 
fish,  which  smashed  him  up,  the  day's  sport 
resulting  in  four  fish.  On  Tuesday  only  two 
rods  were  out,  the  anglers  being  Mr.  A.  J.  Hodges 
and  Mr.  Cooper,  both  of  whom  took  a  fish  weigh- 
ing 201b.  and  22ilb.  respectively.  Mr.  Hodgea 
also  took  two  fish  on  Satiu-day  while  fishing  at 
Bisterne,  each  fish  being  over  201b.  weight.  There 
has  been  a  big  rise  of  March  Brown  Grannom, 
which  ought  to  bring  on  the  trout." — Bournemouth 
Paper. 


COMEDIANS  OF  THE  SEA. 

"  Low  comedy  "  is  by  no  means  monopoUsed 
by  bipeds  and  quadi-upeds ;  but  some  of  the 
multipeds  of  the  crustacean  order  may  lay  claim 
to  a  species  of  pantomimic  art  in  a  far  greater 
degi-ee  than  a  merely  casual  observer  would 
credit.  There  are  many  spacious  aquaria  to  be 
found  where  excellent  specimens  of  the  crab 
f  arnily  may  be  closely  observed ;  and  these  obser- 
vations, added  to  what  is  scientifically  known  of 
the  shelly  denizens  of  the  deep,  provide  ample 
food  for  both  amusement  and  instruction  to 
anyone  interested  in  their  movements.  That  the 
ordinai-y  crab  of  our  insular  low  water  mark  is  a 
born  comedian,  no  one  will  deny  after  carefully 
watching  a  gi-oup  of  them  disporting  in  the  pools 
left  by  the  receding  tide.  Perhaps  the  funniest 
thing  these  queer  fish  indulge  in  is  the  "  duello ;  " 
for  the  crab  is  a  duellist  of  the  deepest  dye, 
and  will  readily  seek  a  quan-el  with  its 
neighbour  on  the  slightest  provocation — whether 
it  be  over  a  dainty  morsel  or  a  lady  crab, 
for  whom  the  gentleman  will  fight  with  the 
ferocity  of  a  stickleback,  and  that  is  saying 
a  great  deal.  The  results,  however,  of  these 
ludicrously  comic  duels  do  not  appear  to 
be  vei-y  serious,  for  the  method  of  crab  fighting 
would  appear  to  be  that  of  punching  with  the 
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mandibles,  finding  a  human  parallel  in  a  brace  of 
gloved  pugilists  fighting  in  armour.  The  crab 
duel,  therefore,  if  not  a  very  plucky  affair,  is 
energetic  and  showy.  The  most  pugnacious  of 
the  species  is  the  "  fighting  crab,"  which  is 
scientifically  known  as  GeUasimus  hellatar,  and 
which  is  happy  in  the  possession  of  an  enormous 
mandible  as  compared  with  the  size  of  its  squat 
body;  while  the  "angular  crab"  {Gonojilax 
angulata)  owns  a  pair  of  abnormally  long  fore 
claws,  which  furnish  it  with  a  longer  reach  than 
his  combative  brother.  In  a  combat  between 
such  gentry,  therefore,  the  "fighting"  variety 
would  score  over  the  "  angular  "  ditto  should  the 
former  chance  to  "  get  one  home,"  to  use  a 
pugilistic  phrase. 

Another  amusing  element  of  comedy  in  the  crab 
is  its  method  of  feeding.  There  is  something 
inexpressibly  ludicrous  in  this  proceeding ;  and 
although  every  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
structural  anatomy  of  the  crab  knows  how 
curiously  the  mouth  is  placed,  it  is  impossible  to 
repress  a  smile  at  the  creature  cramming  the 
food  into  its  chest  with  a  steady,  businesslike 
air,  as  though  it  were  a  matter  of  the  gravest 
importance — which,  indeed,  it  is,  at  least,  to  his 
crabship.  Probably  the  drollest  of  the  species 
which  are  found  around  the  British  coasts  is  the 
common  "  thornback  "  crab  {Maia  squinado),  or, 
as  it  is  sometimes  called,  the  "  spider  crab."  In 
the  case  of  this  variety  the  fore  claws  (or  man- 
dibles) are  by  no  means  largely  developed,  but 
what  they  lack  in  size  they  make  up  for  in  agility  ; 
and  the  rate  at  which  it  moves  both  in  and  out  of 
the  water  is  remarkable.  In  addition  to  being  a 
marine  hiimoriet,  the  spider  crab  is  an  exceed- 
ingly useful  neighbour  to  our  shores,  acting  as  a 
scavenger  for  the  removal  of  decaying  and  putrid 
animal  matter  that  is  always  to  be  found  in  the 
sea.  At  parts  of  the  coast  where  mankind  habitu- 
ally casts  refuse  into  the  waves — such,  for  instance, 
&s  unsaleable  fish  and  other  refuse — the  spider 
crab  will  generally  be  found  in  great  numbers, 
whitheT  it  is  led  by  its  acute  sense  of  smell,  and 
where  it  always  thrives.  The  queer  little  creature 
goes  boldly  to  work  on  the  discovery  of  a  choice 
morsel,  holding  to  it  tightly  with  one  claw,  while 
with  the  other  it  tears  away  at  its  food,  and  deftly 
transfers  the  tit-bit  to  its  comical  jaws  with 
persistent  regularity  and  marvellous  rapidity. 
The  spider  crab's  claws  are  so  sharp  and  strong 
that  the  flesh  is  torn  from  the  bones  of  its  quarry 
as  completely  as  if  they  had  been  scraped  away 
by  a  knife. 

A  curious  feature  with  the  spider  crab  is  that, 
owing  to  the  thorny  spikes  that  stand  out  from 
its  back,  it  becomes  a  sort  of  moving  residence 
for  innumerable  zoophytes  which  attach  them- 
selves to  its  prickly  shell  and  refuse  to  budge ; 
and  it  is  not  an  uncommon  sight  to  observe  a 
curious  moving  mass  of  weedy  looking  marine 
matter  slowly  crawling  along  the  tide  shallows, 
the  motive  power  being  entii-ely  invisible. 

The  "  edible  crab  "  (Cancer  paturus),  which  is 
common  to  the  orthodox  tea-table,  possesses  most 
of  the  comical  traits  already  alluded  to,  and  fre- 
i|uently  is  compelled  to  accommodate  strange 
parasites,  the  more  so  when  it  has  attained  a 
certain  age  and  size.  Fishermen,  when  bringing 
the  "  crab  pots  "  to  the  surface,  often  find  a  large 
specimen  literally  loaded  with  extraneous  growths, 
in  some  cases  the  crab  being  almost  invisible 
under  its  curious  burden.  There  is  in  the  British 
Museum  an  example  in  the  case  of  a  large  crab 
of  this  order,  upon  the  back  of  which  a  number 
of  oysters  had  attached  themselves  to  the  shell, 
completely  hiding  it  from  view,  and  in  this  con- 
dition the  crab  must  have  walked  many  a  weary 
mile.  (It  is  common  knowledge  that  the  oyster, 
when  it  desires  to  travel,  takes  a  season  ticket,  so 
to  speak,  but  this  is  only  by  way  of  parenthesis.) 

It  does  not  appear  to  be  known  whether  the 
crab  has  a  "  moulting"  season,  but,  if  so,  it  is  not 
clearly  defined,  for  some  specimens  may  be  found 
fit  for  the  table  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  Unlike 
the  lobster,  the  crab  does  not  materially  change 
colour  when  it  is  subjected  to  the  boiling  process 
imposed  by  mankind.  The  lobster  turns  from 
a  purple  black  to  a  bright  red,  but  "  crabby  "  is 
in  a  perpetual  state  of  blush  in  life  as  well  as  in 
death.  The  particular  kind  of  crab  to  which  we 
are  accustomed  on  our  low  tide  rambles,  however, 
is  the  "  green  crab  "  (Curcinus  ma^'nas),  with  which 
every  schoolboy  is  familiar,  and  the  movements  of 
this  creature  are  exceedingly  droll  if  watched  for 


any  length  of  time,  while,  its  habits  being 
exclusively  diurnal,  it  can  be  observed  at  any 
time  during  the  light  hours  of  the  day.  Should 
two  of  these  gentry  happen  to  appi'oach  each 
other  on  a  narrow  strip  of  sand  skirting  the 
shallows,  each,  of  course,  having  opposite  destina- 
tions to  reach,  with  but  little  room  to  pass  on 
tenxi  firma,  a  battle  is  sui'e  to  ensue.  Politeness 
is  an  unknown  quantity  in  crabdom,  and  when 
the  collision  takes  place  it  is  an  immediate 
question  of  "  hands  up,"  until  one  of  the  com- 
batants rolls  into  the  pool.  The  first  movement 
on  close  contact  is  a  solemn  pause,  then  both  the 
disputants  will  recede  sideways,  only  to  retm-n  with 
an  impact  that  forces  the  weaker  crustacean  into 
the  water.  This  is  a  crab  comedy  that  is  enacted 
every  day,  and  the  creature's  voracity  also 
prompts  it  to  execute  innumerable  ludicrous 
antics.  It  is,  indeed,  almost  impossible  to 
imagine  the  cleverness  and  activity  with  which 
the  crab  is  endowed  when  in  pursuit  of  its  prey. 
Its  particular  "  tit-bit  "  is  the  "  sandhopper," 
which  it  will  run  down  as  a  dog  runs  down  a  hare, 
calculating  with  marvellous  precision  the  exact 
spot  at  which  to  strike,  and  pouncing  on  the 
fugitive  with  an  alacrity  worthy  of  a  much  less 
clumsy  looking  creature.  Almost  any  living 
thing  becomes  the  prey  of  the  green  crab ;  should 
a  colony  of  flies  settle  on  a  bunch  of  decaying 
seaweed,  the  crab  will  glide  slowly  up  within 
striking  distance,  and  dart  on  the  mass  like 
lightning,  invariably  securing  a  clawful  of  the 
toothsome  insecta  in  the  process  ;  and  it  has  even 
been  known  to  extract  a  burrowing  wasp  from  a 
hole  in  a  stone.  Flies  are  eaten  whole,  but  larger 
game,  such  as  sandhoppers,  are  torn  limb  from 
limb,  and  worms  into  pieces,  in  order  to  contribute 
to  the  crabonic  banquet.  As  to  the  power  of  the 
creature's  claws,  anyone  who  has  picked  one  up 
alive  will  be  able  to  testify,  particularly  if  it  be  a 
"  nipper  crab  "  {Polybius  henslowii). 

This  latter  is  noted  for  its  remarkable  swim- 
ming powers,  being  able  to  pursue  fish  of  the  size 
of  mackerel,  and  bring  them  down — mackerel 
having  been  taken  firmly  locked  in  the  crab's 
embrace. 

The  old  vulgarism,  known  as  "  making  eyes  "  at 
people,  should  especially  apply  to  the  crab, 
particularly  the  "  sentinel  crab  "  (Podopthalmus 
virgil),  which  is  abnormally  endowed  in  the  matter 
of  optics.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  impossible  to 
tell  whether  a  crab  is  looking  at  yoti  or  not,  for 
the  eyes  being  placed  at  the  extreme  end  of 
movable  telescopic  projections,  which  work 
independently,  it  is  capable  of  keeping  one  eye  on 
you  and  the  other  on  somebody  else,  without 
either  of  you  being  aware  of  the  fact.  The 
process  of  staring  a  crab  out  of  countenance, 
therefore,  would  prove  to  be  a  thankless  task. 
The  sentinel  crab's  power  of  vision  is  developed 
to  a  remarkable  degree,  the  ci-eature  being  able  to 
explore  objects  in  every  direction  simultaneously, 
without  being  under  the  necessity  of  shifting  its 
position.  Naturalists  tell  us  that  the  scientific 
name  of  this  variety  is  of  Greek  origin,  the  first 
word  signifying  "a  foot,"  and  the  latter  "an 
eye,"  the  appellation  being  given  to  it  owing  to 
the  long  "  footstalks "  on  which  the  eyes  are 
placed. 

There  is  also  a  species  called  the  "  mask 
crab  "  [Corystes  cassivelaunus),  which  surely  is  a 
comedian,  or  why  the  mask  ?  The  shell  is 
marked  so  curiovisly  as  to  represent  a  human 
face,  but  as  plenty  of  human  faces  look  "  crabby  " 
enough  for  anything,  mankind  may  be  said  to 
have  got  even  with  crabdom,  anyway.  The  mask 
crab  is  a  burrowing  animal,  while  as  man  is 
largely  a  "  borrowing "  animal,  he  gets  even 
again.  This  variety  is,  moreover,  a  stationary 
creature,  and  buries  itself  in  the  sea  mud, 
permitting  only  its  snout  and  attenna3  to  project 
in  order  to  receive  the  prey  which  some  con- 
siderate myrmidon  of  nature  delivers  gratis.  As, 
however,  the  mask  crab  is  never  found  ashore, 
a  good  deal  of  the  evidence  about  it  must  be 
taken  on  trust. 

The  "  porcupine  crab,"  which  is  a  native  of 
Japan,  is  one  of  those  fantastic  creatures  who  live 
too  far  off  for  us  to  be  too  familiar  with  its  pecu- 
liarities ;  but  a  picture  of  it,  which  the  writer  has 
before  him,  strongly  suggests  delirium  tremens  or 
acute  indigestion,  Naturalists  say  that  it  is  the 
Lithodes  hystrix,  and  "  hysterics  ''  might  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  follow  a  front  view  of  this 
unlovely  denizen  of  Japanese  waters.    It  is  like 


a  porcupine  only  in  the  fact  that  it  is  covered 
with  bristling  spines,  the  body  being  pear-shaped, 
and  the  legs  Hke  an  octette  of  petrified  curl- 
papers after  long  use  on  an  exceptionally  bristly 
head.  Whether  this  crab  is  a  comedian  or  not 
the  naturalists  do  not  say,  in  which,  perhaps, 
they  are  wise,  for  it  certainly  doesn't  look  it. 

Among  other  crabs  which  are  found  in  "  furrin 
parts '"  is  a  class  known  as  Baninidx,  from  the 
fancied  resemblance  which  its  members  bear  to 
the  frog  family.  The  writer  would  like  to  say  a 
good  deal  about  this  curious  species,  but  as  his 
imaginative  powers  are  limited  he  refrains  from 
saying  more  than  that  they  are  reported  to 
"  come  ashore  "  a  great  deal,  climb  trees,  and  even 
houses,  but  the  Orientals  who  make  these  state- 
ments are  such  economisers  of  the  truth, 
although,  for  that  matter,  we  don't  have  to  go  far 
from  home  to  hear  people  say  that  they  have 
known  oysters  walk  upstairs.  However,  C'est  unc 
autre  chose  ! 

The  crab  family,  taken  as  a  whole,  may  at  any 
rate  claim  to  be  some  of  nature's  marine 
comedians,  for  the  antics  of  the  'longshore  species 
familiar  to  the  Britisher  will  no  doubt  be  found 
to  be  included  in  the  foreign  crab's  repertoire,  in 
which,  perhaps,  they  would  not  yield  to  the 
mischievous  monkey,  the  combative  gamecock, 
nor  the  frolicsome  kitten. 

Charles  Bramley. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  —  General  Kemabks.  —  In  my 
leisure  time  I  have  been  looking  over  some  of  the  old 
records  of  Thames  trouting,  and  it  appears,  as  far  as  I 
could  ascertain,  the  heaviest  fish  were  creeled  in  the  season 
of  1870,  and  headed  by  the  monster  fish  of  141b.  9oz., 
taken  by  my  old  friend,  the  late  Mr.  James  Forbes,  at 
Ohertsey  Weir,  on  spinning  tackle  ;  and  in  the  list  of  fifty- 
five  trout  taken  that  season  there  are  the  following :  One 
of  121b.,  two  of  111b.  each,  and  two  of  101b.  each. 
Amongst  the  most  prominent  trout  killers  at  that  time 
were  the  well-known  names  of  Messrs.  James  Forbes, 
Edward  Lukyn,  Eobert  King,  F.  Hyam,  and  T.  R.  Dyer, 
and  the  greatest  number  creeled  by_  any  of  these  gentle- 
men was  by  Mr.  F.  Hyam,  fishing  with  George  Eosewell, 
that  of  nine  trout,  weighing  641b.  14oz.  It  is  further 
Etited  that  no  trout  were  taken  that  season  below  Hampton 
Oouit.  It  was  in  the  year  1870  the  city  companies  first 
commenced  to  subscribe  to  the  T.A.P.S.,  and,  I  believe, 
the  late  Mr.  James  Forbes  was  the  pioneer  of  the  move- 
ment, when  the  Fishmongers'  Company  and  the  Mercers' 
Company  gave  liberal  donations.  The  former  company 
has  on  several  occasions  since  handsomely  contributed, 
the  last  being  in  the  year  1890,  when  an  old  friend 
of  mine,  and  at  one  time  a  subscriber  to  the  society, 
was  the  prime  warden,  and  a  grant  of  _  25  guineas 
was  made.  I  hope  the  Fishmongers'  will  soon  be 
induced  to  contribute  again.  I  may  add,  for  the 
sake  of  information,  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  London,  in  1865,  made  a  grant  of  100  guineas. 
The  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  and  other  causes 
does  not  settle  the  trout  fishers  down  to  their  sport, 
and  that  excellent  trout  killer,  Major  Arthur  Terry, 
writes :  "  I  got  a  small  trout  last  Friday,  weighing 
31b.  2oz  ,  and  that  is  all  I  have  done.  No  trout  at 
either  of  the  Shepperton  weirs,  I  am  sorry  to  say.  Any 
amount  of  dace  and  roach  are  at  the  weirs.  I  got  a  21b. 
perch  a  diy  or  two  ago,  full  of  spawn.  Hope  to  be  able  to 
give  you  better  news  soon."  The  only  other  trout  that  has 
been  reported  up  to  Wednesday  morning  has  been  one 
caught  by  an  angler  at  Laleham,  weighing  61b.  We  are 
fast  getting  on  to  the  general  angling  season,  and  the 
news  ii  so  far  favourable  as  to  the  qumtity  of  fish 
heading  up  for  spawning  purposes  ;  but  one  of  the  old 
professionals  writes  dispiritingly  to  me  in  reference  to  the 
mischief  which  the  swans  have  been  doingin  devouring  the 
spawn  up  so  fast,  and  he  finishes  up  his  letter  with  the 
opinion,  ' '  Where  an  angler  kills  one  fish  the  swans  destroy 
the  spawn  by  millions."  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  very  soon 
the  anglers  will  be  doing  better  business  amongst  the 
trout,  and  so  make  the  reports  of  the  river  of  greater 
interest  than  they  are  at  present. — B. 

  (Datchet).— Not  much  fishing  going  on  here. 

To-day  the  wind  is  blowing  great  guns,  but  the  water  is  in 
splendid  order.  The  9th  and  10th  it  was  too  low,  messing 
the  weirs  about.  Always  something — it's  the  wind  to-day. 
Mr.  Pritchard,  of  Old  Windsor,  caught  a  fine  fish  on  the 
7th,  61b.  I  was  out  with  a  friend  of  Mr.  G.  T.  Lawdes  on 
the  8th ;  caught  a  beauty,  between  51b.  and  61b.,  just 
outside  here.  I  have  had  to  be  content  with  the  fish  in  the 
reach,  much  as  I  love  the  old  river.  If  luck  had  favoured 
me  I  should  not  have  done  so  badly ;  moved  a  lot  of  fish. — 

G.  LUMSDEN. 

  (Windsor  District).— The  continuance  of  fine 

showers  in  this  district  has  caused  water  to  push  up  and 
slightly  colour,  though  the  rough  weather  has  prevented 
many  from  trying  the  wily  Thames  troxit.    In  fact,  the 
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gale  of  the  11th  inst.  made  it  dangerous  to  stand  on  a 
weir  stage,  and  boating  here  was  partly  suspended.  If 
the  angler  does  not  mind  the  buffeting,  it  certainly  is  more 
in  his  favour  to  fish  a  rough  water  for  a  good  Thames 
trout,  allowing  he  is  spinning  or  live  baiting,  than  in  a 
oalm,  dead  water,  as  a  fish  is  perplexed  in  the  rough,  and 
has  not  the  hesitancy  he  generally  shows  when  the 
conditions  are  very  pleasant  for  the  angler.  A  nice  trout 
of  6|lb.  was  taken  on  the  8th  inst.,  at  Clewer  Point,  by 
Mr.  J.  Butler,  of  Eton.-  This  is  the  only  one  I  have  heard 
of  since  my  last. — B.  R.  B. 

Ancholme  District. — There  has  been  but  little  to 
report  of  late.  The  trovit  fishing  season  commenced  with 
quite  a  dearth  of  water,  so  that  little  as  jet  has  been  done. 
I  have  not  yet  had  a  turn,  but  have  heard  of  baskets  of 
six,  eight,  sixteen,  &c.,  and  some  fish  of  above  21b.  have 
been  taken.  The  Market  Easen  Club  _  is  prospering. 
They  have  turned  out  400  very  fine  yearlings  up  to7in., 
and  the  rearing  ponds  at  Millingham  are  well  stocked  with 
fry.  The  Ancholme  Commissioners  are  still  stocking. 
Some  fine  lots  of  rudd  and  teneh  have  been  turned  out, 
and  this  week  a  further  consignment  of  tench  and  king 
carp  go  into  the  water.  Up  to  the  present  very  few  king 
carp  have  been  taken,  but  they  have  grown  famously,  and 
have  given  a  good  account  of  themselves,  when  hooked,  by 
smafhing  lines,  rods,  and  fighting  like  demons.  It  is 
hoped  that  more  will  be  taken  next  season.  The  tench 
have  thrived  very  well,  and  some  good  ones  have  come  to 
bank.  All  the  above  fish  have  been  supplied  from  the 
Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  bringing  up  the  grand  total  to 
about  50,000  fish.— Thomas  Foed  (Caistor). 

Cornish  Streams. — Some  very  good  baskets  of  trout 
hare  been  got  everywhere  lately,  and  the  rivers  are  all  in 
good  condition.  In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Camel,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Breward,  twenty  and  thirty  good 
takeable  trout  were  common  baskets,  and  some  fish  weighed 
over  Jib.  and  lib.  The  Camel  is  now,  thanks  to  the  efforts 
of  the  conservators,  capitally  looked  after,  and  with  the 
prevention  of  poaching  in  the  estuary,  and  the  limit  fixed 
to  the  area  of  net  fishing,  a  good  run  of  peal  and  salmon 
is  certain.  Some  peal  have  been  taken  in  the  Fowey,  but 
none  yet  in  the  Camel,  which  is  sb'ghtly  later.  This  latter 
river  is  now  in  capital  condition,  and  almost  entirely  un- 
pDliuted  from  source  to  mouth. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Both  the  river  and 
its  tributaries  are  in  good  condition  for  fishing.  I  hear 
that  some  fine  salmon  have  been  killed  on  the  moorland 
waters,  including  a  beauty  of  181b.,  landed  at  Dartmeet  by 
the  Rev.  C.  Rickards,  of  Princetown.  On  Tuesday,  the 
Rev.  Arthur  Sandbach,  of  Bridgetown,  hooked  a  twenty- 
pounder  just  below  Bnckfastleigh,  but  lost  it  after  playing 
it  for  twenty  minutes.  This  is  the  eighth  salmon  he  has 
hooked  this  season,  six  of  which  have  got  away.  Trout 
fishing  has  improved,  and  ssveral  visitors  have  had  good 
takes.  Messrs.  H.  T.  Distia,  E.  Distin,  and  E.  Ackrell, 
on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Monday  evenings,  each  secured 
baskets,  varying  np  to  five  brace,  all  in  good  condition. 
On  Saturday  evening  the  fish  were  taking  very  rapidly, 
and  Mr.  Ackrell  killed  fifteen  in  an  hour,  Mr.  H.  Full 
getting  three  braca. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  streams  are  now  running 
in  good  volume  after  the  rains  of  last  week,  and  fish  have 
bsen  enabled  to  get  to  the  higher  reaches.  Salmon  are 
sporting  a  little  better,  the  best  catch  by  rod  being  that  of 
the  Rev.  C.  W.  Wilson,  of  Lapford,  who  killed  four  near 
Southmolton  Road,  weighing  altogether  541b.  Several 
have  been  landed  from  the  moorland  waters  of  the  Dart. 
The  salmon  fishery  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  has  started 
very  badly,  and  great  sympathy  is  expressed  for  the  net 
fishermen,  who  are  scarcely  able  to  eke  out  an  existence. 
The  s3uthern  streams  are  showing  fair  sport  with  trout. — 
Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Sport  has  been  good  on  the 
Dove  hereabouts  this  week.  Several  takes  of  six  brace 
and  upwards  are  reported  from  the  Dove  Dale  water. 
Mr.  Moll,  a  member  of  the  newly  formed  Ashbourne  Club, 
took  two  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  from  the  Henmore  on 
Monday,  and  three  brace  from  Bently  Brook  on  Tuescay, 
the  latter  being  bagged  in  two  hours'  fishing. — D.  and 
W.  H.  Foster. 

Hast  and  West  Cleddan  (Pembrokeshire). — 
Some  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  small 
tributaries  both  by  fly  and  worm  during  the  past  week. 
There  is  plenty  of  v  ater  in  the  river,  but  it  has  again  run 
rather  clear.  March  Brown  and  Hare's  Ear  are  bad  to 
teat.  The  tideway  jutt  above  and  below  Haverfordwest 
abounds  with  salmon  smolt. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — ''  When  May  comes  in,  salmon 
fishing  goes  out."  On  the  whole  this  is  true  as  regards 
day  fishing,  but  there  is  no  better  time  for  a  silmon  than 
the  hour  before  dark  on  a  May  evening,  after  a  warm  day. 
Those  who  live  near  the  river  have  so  far  hid  the 
advantage  of  late.  Last  week  the  Corby  Castle  keeper 
had  two,  81b.  and  91b.  ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Dixon,  one,  201b.,  at 
Armathwaite  ;  Capt.  Rhodes,  two,  at  Low  House  ;  and 
Mr.  Slater,  three,  111b.,  151b.,  and  211b.,  at  Wetheral. 
Trout  fishing  with  fly  in  the  diytime  is  about  over. 
One  or  two  anglers  did  well  with  the  Creeper  on  Monday, 
bat  win  now  liave  to  wait  a  week,  as  the  liver  is  iu  high 
flood.  The  rain  will  no  doubt  do  good,  but  for  angling  we 
want  no  more  rain  for  a  month.  Sea  trout  are  very  slow 
in  running ;  where  the  nets  get  one  they  should  hive  a 
htmdred.  This  is  all  the  more  strange,  as  spring  salmon 
were  exceptionally  early. — Silver  Grey. 

ZSsk  (Whitby). — Tbere  has  been  rather  better  sport 
during  the  past  week,  although  the  catches  have  only  been 
moderate,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  unsettled  condition  of 
the  weather.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  W.  Rhodes, 
seven  brace ;  Mr,  J.  Nicholson,  six  brace  ;  Mr.  Wasley, 
six  brace;  whilst  a  few  others  have  had  fair  sp;)it. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Feu  District  (South  Lincolnshire,  &c.).— The 

rainfall  has  improved  the  conditions  of  the  trout  waters. 


but  the  warmth  of  sunshine  is  wanted  to  bring  insects  into 
life.  Bottom  fishing  is  still  best  if  fish  are  wanted,  but  on 
fine  days  seasonable  flies  are  now  useful,  such,  for 
instance,  as  March  Browns,  Yellow  Duns,  Cowdung  flies, 
&o.  Only  a  few  brace  have  as  yet  been  taken  on  the  South 
Lincohishire  waters. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— A  few  brace  of  trout 
have  been  taken  on  the  waters  that  fall  into  the  Trent 
from  about  Southwell,  but  from  the  Idle  itsslf  there  have 
been  only  occasional  fish  taken  from  the  open  waters 
below  Retford.  From  the  Ryton  there  have  also  been 
a  few  fish  bagged.  From  the  lower  district  I  hear  of  the 
invasion  of  the  tidal  waters  by  dabs  or  flounders.  Some 
good  sport  may  be  got  from  these  fish.  They  scarcely 
come  as  high  up  the  river  as  formerly,  but  they  aff  jrd 
g3od  sport  here  and  on  the  drains. — L. 

Lake  Vymwy. — The  weather  for  the  last  few  days 
has  been  very  disappoinli  ng  to  fishermen .  Some  days  very 
cold,  wet,  and  windy,  when  the  fish  would  not  be  tempted. 
Other  days  were  ideal  days,  and  then  some  very  good 
baskets  were  made.  On  April  27,  fifty-one  fish,  weighing 
381b,  4oz.,  were  taken.  The  best  fish  of  the  day  was  taken 
by  Col.  Morrison,  weighing  lib.  2oz.  Mr.  Watts  took 
ten,  rib.  12oz. ;  Col.  Morrison,  four,  31b.  4oz.  ;  Com- 
mander EHas,  thirteen,  101b.  4oz.  ;  Commander  Pulley, 
three,  21b.;  Messrs.  Chamberlain,  ten,  61b.  8oz. ;  and 
Messrs.  Moss  and  Newton,  eleven,  81b.  On  the  28th,  a 
total  of  forty-two  fish,  weighing  311b.  2oz.,  was  weighed. 
On  this  day  a  match,  "  Ar jiy  r.  Navy,"  came  off,  the 
soldiers  winning  by  nine  fish.  The  best  fish  of  the 
day  was  taken  by  Mr.  Moss  ;  it  scaled  lib.  6oz. 
On  April  29,  Mr.  Watts  kiUed  fourteen  fish,  weigh- 
ing 91b.  ;  and  Major  Elias  eight  fish,  51b.  6oz. 
April  30  was  an  almost  impossible  day  for  fishing,  and 
only  two  anglers  were  out.  Mr.  Pigow  took  four  fish, 
weighing  31b.  loi.,  and  Mr.  Townsend,  two,  lib.  13oz. 
On  May  2,  twenty-two  fish,  weighing  171b.  9oz.,  were 
killed  :  Capt.  Garnett  took  five,  3lb.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Pigow, 
four,  21b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Townshend,  four.  31b.  loz.  ;  Com- 
mander Elias,  three,  21b.  loz. ;  and  Mr.  F.  Garnett,  three, 
21b.  5oz.  On  May  3,  eightaen  fish,  weighing  131b.  9oz., 
were  kil!ei  :  Messrs.  F.  and  S.  Garnett  killed  seven  fish, 
51b.  12oz. ;  Commander  and  Major  Eliis,  six,  31b.  lloz.  ; 
Commander  Puliey,  four,  31b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett, 
four,  21b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Wan,  five,  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Davison, 
two,  lib.  2oz. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  two,  lib.  lloz.  ;  Mr.  CaEC, 
two,  lib.  5oz  On  May  4,  sixtsen  fish,  weighing  111b.  13oz., 
were  killed  :  Mr.  Linley  took  five,  31b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Pi^ow, 
four,  31b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Davison,  three,  21b.  2oz.  ;  and  Mr. 
Case,  three,  21b.  loz.  On  May  5,  tw^u^.y-six  fish,  weigh'ng 
191b.  3oz.,  were  taken  :  Capt.  Gamet  .ki'led  four,  31b. ;  Mr. 
P.  Garnett,  six,  31b.  8oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Crowther,  four,  21b.  8oz. 
The  other  aaglers  managed  to  kill  only  one  or  two  each. 
On  May  6th,  twenty-six  fish,  181b.  15oz.  were  kiUed: 
Mr.  Townshend  took  six,  41b.  3oz. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  five, 
41b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  five,  31b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  S. 
Garnett,  three,  21b.  2oz. ;  and  Mr.  Crowther,  three, 
21b.  2oz.  ether  baskets  had  only  one  or  two  each.  The 
best  fish  weighed  lib.  8oz.,  and  was  killed  by  Capt. 
Garnett.  On  May  9,  sjventy-nine  fish,  551b.,  were 
killed  :  Mr.  F.  Garnett  took  fifteen,  101b. ;  Mr.  S.  Garnett, 
nine,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Case,  nine,  51b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Standen, 
eight,  61b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Davison,  eight,  51b.  lOoz. ;  Com- 
mander Pulley,  seven,  51b.  3oz.  ;  Major  Scarlett,  five, 
31b.  ;  Capt.  Garnett,  five,  31b.  5oz.  ;  Messrs.  O'Hanlon, 
four,  31b.  3oz.  ;  and  Mr.  C.  0.  Trew,  four,  21b.  5oz.  On 
May  10,  forty  fish,  weighing  271b.  8oz.,  were  taken  :  Capt. 
Garnett  killed  twelve,  81b.  4oz.  ;  Messrs.  O'Hanlon,  nine, 
61b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Standen,  six,  41b.  4oz.  ;  Commander 
Pulley,  three,  21b.  5oz.  ;  Messrs.  Case  and  C.  0.  Tiew, 
three,  lib.  4oz. ;  and  Mr.  F.  Garnett,  two,  lib.  13oz. — 
Long  Driit. 

Lark  (Icklingham,  &c.). — Nice  rains  still  continue, 
which  should  bring  the  fish  on  the  feed,  although  no 
actual  increase  of  watar  in  the  river  seems  to  take  place 
yet,  which  remains  rather  clear.  Only  a  few  rods  out  this 
week,  and  those  only  meeting  with  sport  with  pike  on 
trout  tackle.  No  report  to  hand  of  any  further  trout 
being  had.  A  few  nice  fish  have  been  seen  on  the  move  at 
Ictlingbam. 

Lea. — The  weather  has  been  against  trout  fishing 
operations  on  this  river,  and,  as  a  consequence,  results 
have  fallen  off.  The  water  has  been  in  much  better  order, 
and  as  soon  as  we  are  treated  to  calmer  and  more  genial 
weather  trout  ought  to  feed  well.  Reports  of  captures 
are  very  scarce,  and  are  confined  to  the  Hertford  district. 
There  are  some  nice  trout  on  the  move  at  Ware.  At  the 
Tumbling  Bay  a  beauty  is  said  to  have  its  haunt.  I  know 
of  several  good  fish  above  Ware,  Town  Bridge.  A 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  after  eels,  but  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  done  much.  There  is  a  little  poaching 
going  on  in  the  Enfield  Lock  district,  and  a  capture  may 
be  expected  shortly.  Early  in  the  week  the  London 
Anglers'  Association's  local  water  bailiff  secured  nearly  a 
dozen  night-lines  in  the  back  waters.  I  hear  another 
reservoir  is  to  be  constructed  at  Tottenham,  but  it  will 
not  interfere  with  the  angling  for  at  least  a  year. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Leigh  and  Southend. — Successful  flat  fishing  has 
started  rather  earlier  than  usual  this  year,  and  the  flat  fish 
are  on  the  feed.  Most  of  those  who  have  been  out  in  the 
Ray  and  the  Swatch  report  good  takes.  Two  or  three 
gentlemen  have  been  trawling  with  a  small  beam  trawl, 
and  have  taken  some  of  the  finest  soles  I  have  tean.  At 
the  time  of  writing,  a  two-reef  breeze  is  blowing, 
with  accompanying  rough  water.  —  Charles  HussEY 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Itugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  at  the  end  of  last  week  were  slightly  coloured 
owing  to  heavy  falls  of  rain,  but  this  quickly  ran  off,  and 
they  have  since  been  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
good  order  for  angling.  The  weather  has  been  more 
favourable  for  fishing,  and  a  good  few  rods  have  been  out. 


The  fish  have  been  rising  better  at  the  fly  siuje  tho'rain, 
and  the  prospects  for  sport  have  improved,  and  some  very 
nice  lots  of  fish  were  landed  at  the  eirly  part  of  the  week. 
The  Pinsky  is  in  order. — Gwyxxe. 

Itngg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  are  slightly  stained,  a  good  level,  and  in  capital 
order ;  yet  .sport  has  not  been  as  good  as  could  bo  desired, 
owing  in  great  measure  to  the  unsettled  weather  we  have 
been  having  during  the  past  week.  To-day  (Wednesdiy) 
a  gale  has  been  blowing  since  dawn,  and  the  evening 
closes  with  every  indicition  of  a  downpour,  the  gliES 
being  very  low. — R.  T.  Willia.ms. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers. — During  the  whole 
of  this  week,  so  far,  the  wea  her  has  been  very  unsettled, 
rain,  hail,  and  gusty  winds  making  anything  but  good 
fishing  conditions.  Thfe  streams  are  flowing  with  plenty 
of  water  in  consequence,  too  much  for  successful  dry-fly 
fishing  on  the  Dove,  and  too  high  coloured  in  the  Blythe 
for  ideal  wet-fly  work.  A  few  anglers  caught  fish  last 
week  to  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  Palmers;  and  at 
Moddershall  the  trout  pools  yielded  sport  to  a  party  of 
us  to  Great  Red  Spinner,  March  Brown,  and  large 
Palmers.  With  settled  weather  we  should  have  excellent 
sport  on  all  our  trout  waters  after  the  flushing  tbey  have 
had.— F.  W.  Dale. 

Onny  and  Flowden  Waters  (Craven  Arms). — 
Wind  variable  ;  ttormy  at  the  time  of  wiicing  ;  north- 
east. Not  much  has  been  done  on  these  waters.  Mr. 
Salt  had  a  good  basket  of  trout  last  week  on  the  Plowden 
portion.  On  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  Geo.  Rogers  had  three 
brace,  and  on  another  day  Mr.  Thos.  Howells  two.  The 
river  is  a  little  too  high  for  good  sport.  .  The  rain  has  been 
welcome,  and  has  for  the  present  averted  a  water  famine. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Longniynd  Hills,  before  the 
late  downpour,  the  tributaries  had  become  mere  rills.  In 
a  gentleman's  private  water  near  here  an  enthusiastic 
youngster  caught  150  perch,  all  of  tiny  dimensions. — 
Truth. 

Ouse  (Denver). — The  continued  rains  have  caused  a 
fine  output  of  water  through  the  sluice,  apparently  much 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  sea  trout,  who  seem  to  ba  feeding 
well,  and  from  the  piers  can  be  seen  frisking  about  iu 
numbers  ;  the  bream,  too,  in  the  tidal  water — wherein  the 
strictest  observer  of  the  close  time  elsewhere  ignores  such 
season — are  to  be  had  with  a  nice  tempting  lob.  On 
Saturday  last  I  saw  Mr.  Robert  Mason,  of  Downham 
Market,  secure  a  fine  sijecimen,  which  soiled,  I  am  told, 
41b.  13oz  on  his  return  home. — Water  Wagtail. 

Plymouth.  —  The  rain  has  greatly  improved  the 
condition  of  all  our  rivers.  The  Dart  has  been  showing 
some  fine  sport.  Peal  weighing  121b.  and  1.31b.  were 
taken  above  Dartmouth  last  week,  in  splendid  con- 
dition. It  is  very  early  in  the  season  for  these  fish  to 
have  run  up  so  far.  It  speaks  well  for  the  condition  of 
the  river.  Several  good  baskets  of  trout  have  also  been 
taken.  The  Avon  and  Erme  have  been  showing  equally 
good  sport.  One  fisherman  had  twenty-nine  good  fish,  not 
one  being  under  a  Jib.  I  was  out  on  the  Meavy  to-day. 
The  river  was  in  splendid  condition,  bat  not  a  single  rod 
was  visible.  In  the  early  part  of  the  week  there  was  a 
big  flood  coming  down  the  Tavy ;  but  it  hu?  ran  down 
now,  and  is  just  in  a  perfect  fishing  condition.  The  peil 
have  run  right  up  this  river  to  Virtuous  Lady  Mine,  and 
several  nice  ones  have  been  caught.  The  Walkham  has 
also  yielded  some  nice  baskets  of  fine  trout. — William 
Hearder. 

bevem,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  ai^d  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — All  these  streams  have  now  recovered  trom  the 
very  stormy  weather  which  prevailed  during  the  greater 
part  of  last  week,  and  are  in  very  good  condition  for  the 
fly,  but  owing  to  the  very  cold  winds  experienced  every 
day  few  flies  are  to  be  seen  on  the  water,  and  the  trout  dn 
not  rise  at  all  freely,  so  that  very  little  sport  is  now  being 
obtained  on  any  of  these  rivers,  excepting  ia  very  sheltered 
parts  where  a  few  trout  are  captured  about  mid-day. 
Anglers  in  this  neighbourhood  have  not  yet  succeeded  in 
landing  a  single  salmon  up  to  the  present  ;  but  a  few  days 
ago  a  gentleman,  fishing  the  uppeirr^eaches  of  the  Severn, 
was  fortunate  enough  to  capture  five  very  good  fish  in 
splendid  condition. — Vyrxwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— Rain  is  greatly 
improving  rivers,  but  much  more  is  needed  ere  we  get 
sufficient  water  to  clear  the  weeds  and  (?e6.'i.s  of  last 
autumn.  Rcaoh  are  spawning  in  the  Ouse,  Adur,  and 
Cuckmere.  Trout  have  not  fed  well  in  the  Ouse,  a  few 
small  fish  from  above  Barcombe  Mills  being  the  only  takes 
recorded.  Worm  fishermen  in  some  of  the  tributaries  in 
the  upper  water  have  had  fair  sport,  and  some  few  fish 
have  weighed  |lb.  A  brace  of  trout,  weighing  together 
31b.  14oz.,  is  the  best  record  from  the  Rother.  Smelt 
fishing  in  the  harbour  continues  good,  as  from  six  to 
twelve  dozen  per  tide  have  l)3en  taken  by  a  single  rod. 
Quantities  of  flat  fish  are  netted  in  Chichester  Harbour, 
some  of  them  barely  2in.  across  These  are  sent  on  to 
Selsea  by  the  bagful,  as  bait  for  the  crab  and  lobster 
fishermen.  Surely  this  wanton  destruction  of  underii«ed 
fish  should  ba  stopped  in  the  interest  of  future  food 
supply. — George  P.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshii-e).- The  water 
continues  in  sp!e  idid  coidiiijn  for  fishing,  anl  se'tril 
good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  p:  >!;  few 
days,  from  Olb.  t )  101b.  each.  A  visi'  or  from  Bath  had 
very  good  sport  las:  week.  Ti  itors  staying  at  ih-  Lion 
Royal  Hotel  can  hive  free  fishing  over  a  mile  or  two  of  the 
li^er. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  was  running 
stained,  but  a  nice  level,  up  to  Sunday,  when  the  water 
cleared,  and  the  weather  took  up  and  became  warm  and 
stutable  for  angling.  Several  sharp  shcwt^rs  have  been 
had,  but  it  has  not  interfered  with  angling,  and  more 
anglers  have  been  out.  The  fish  have  been  rising  well, 
and  the  rain  appears  to  have  refreshed  the  water,  and 
some  very  good  lots  of  trout  have  been  taken.  The 
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anglers  have  usctl  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Yellow  Dun,  Grey 
Spinner,  and  Cowdung.  Alder  and  Orange  Palmer  may 
be  expected  on  in  a  short  time.  Boitom  fishers  have  had 
a  good  time  when  the  water  was  stained,  and  some  good 
sized  trout  were  landed  with  worm.  A  few  have  tried 
minnow  under  the  weira  with  success.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day) the  weather  is  very  stormy  and  windy,  and  has 
stopped  several  going  oat.  On  Saturday  an  angler  tried 
the  worm,  and  landed  seven  very  nice  trout.  Fishing  on 
Monday  with  the  Blue  Dun  and  Iron  Blue,  four  brace  of 
nice  trout  were  landed.  On  Tuesday  a  good  basket  of  fish 
were  taken  with  the  fly  near  Ludford  ;  all  the  trout  taken 
are  in  capital  condition.  Otters  are  still  seen  in  the 
Ludford  district,  and  a  visit  of  the  otter-hounds  would 
improve  the  prospects  of  fishing.  ^The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Lcdwyche  are  all  clear,  and  some  good  fish  have  been 
taken  with  the  worm  on  the  Corve. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  is  now  running  clear 
and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  At  the 
end  of  last  week  there  was  a  stain  on  the  water,  but  it  has 
now  cleared  ;  and  the  water  has  been  improved  by  the 
rain,  and  fish  have  been  more  on  the  move,  and  rise  well 
at  the  fly.  There  has  been  a  fair  number  of  anglers  out 
this  week,  who  used  fly,  and  some  good  lots  of  fish 
have  been  landed.  On  Wednesday  it  was  stormy,  and 
fishing  slow.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  being 
had  in  this  part  with  fine  weather.— Worcester. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Iiincolnshire).  —  The  trout 
season  in  thii  district  is  somewhat  slack,  owing  to  the 
want  of  sunshine  ;  consequently  anglers  have  not  been 
very  enthusiastic.  Worms,  maggots,  and  dock  grubs  have 
been  preferable  1 0  March  Browns,  April  Duns,  and  Cow- 
dung  Flies.  Near  to  Barlings  Abbey  a  military  gentleman 
has  been  picking  up  a  few  brace  from  the  old  stream 
there,  and  from  waters  in  the  Grantham  and  Sleaford 
district  there  are  stories  of  tiout  being  bagged.  Here, 
however,  waters  are  largely  preserved,  and  results  are 
difficult  to  obtain. — Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— Salmon  were  caught  by  the 
following  gentlemen  ;  Messrs.  C.  G.  Inglis,  W.  Showell, 
Witmore,  and  Morris.    River  in  good  condition. — W.  B. 

ROBEETS. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire^.— Up  to  the  end 

of  last  week  these  rivers  were  in  fair  order  for  the  fly,  but 
no  good  baskets  were  obtained.  A  gentlemen  fishing  the 
Derwent  landed,  on  Fiiday,  two  and  a  half  brace,  and  on 
Saturday,  two  brace.  Mr.  E.  Buston,  on  Monday,  took  a 
brace  from  the  deep  water  at  Matlock  Bath,  one  weighing 
2^1b.  and  the  other  lib.  Two  other  gentlemen,  members 
of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association,  on 
Monday,  obtained  two  and  two  and  a  half  brace  respec- 
tively. To-day  (Wednesday)  there  is  a  woodland  water 
on  the  Derwent  which  should  provide  good  sport  for 
bottom  anglers.  The  following  flies  will  be  found  useful 
when  the  water  has  fined  down :  Ash  Dun,  Olive  Dun, 
Black  Gnat,  Claret,  and  Furnace  Bumbles,  and  also  the 
Sandfly  for  evenings. — Dotterel. 

Yore  (Hawes). — The  Upper  Yore  is  in  good  condition 
for  fly.    A  few  good  baskets  made  this  week. — Fawcett. 

SCOTCH  SEPOSTS. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle.— In  the  Byreburnfoot 
water,  on  the  Esk,  Mr.  Thomas  Steel,  Rowanburn, 
caught  three  and  a  half  dozen  burn  trout;  and  in  the 
Liddle  the  same  angler  fiUed  his  basket  with  trout,  some 
of  them  over  lib.  in  weight.  The  Liddle,  which  is 
supposed  to  be  a  tributary  of  the  Esk,  and  probably  equal 
to  it  so  far  as  fishing  is  concsrned  and  otherwise  ;  of  that 
anon.  In  the  Liddle,  Mr.  W.  Murray,  Rowanburn,  took 
a  couple  of  egi  trout  in  "  Cow  Ugly,"  near  Penton  Lynns, 
the  pair  of  fish  weighing  combined  2|lb.  This  same 
angler  had  also  two  salmon,  one  of  81b.,  in  the  Black  Kist, 
a  little  below  Penton ;  and  in  the  Inch  Pool  this  prince  of 
anglers  landed  a  salmon  of  141b.  Furthermore,  on 
Friday  last,  Mr.  Murray  captured  a  salmon  of  141b.  weight. 
Besides  all  this,  Mr.  James  Graham,  of  Crookholm,  had 
a  new  run  salmon  in  the  Black  Kist;  and  Mr.  Wm. 
Brutten,  of  Wigan,  had  a  fine  basket  of  four  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  the  Byreburnfoot  water,  which  is  probably  the 
best  pitch  on  the  ever  glorious  Esk  river.  There  is  nothing 
worth  recording  on  the  Longtown  and  Metal  sections  of 
the  river.— GiLNoCKiE. 

Breadalbane  Arms  (Aberfeldy).  —  Dr.  Wigan, 
fishing  Loch-na-Craig,  from  the  Breadalbane  Arms,  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  caught  thiity-three  trout,  weigh- 
ing 121b. 

Carron   (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  On 

Tuesday,  last  week,  Mr.  Robert  Munro,  on  Mr.  W.  Allis 
Smith's  rod,  fished  the  Glencalvie  watsr,  and  landed  a 
salmon  weighing  101b.  ;  on  Wednesday,  two  salmon,  of 
121b.  and  91b. ;  and  on  Thursday,  two,  of  111b.  and  101b. 
On  the  Amat  waters  Mr.  Herbert  Gervers  has  been 
successful.  Mr.  Ross,  Braelangwell,  landed  a  salmon  on 
Mr.  Payne's  rod.  On  Gruinards  water,  Mr.  James 
Wilson,  on  Mr.  R.  T.  C'oupland's  rod,  landed  several 
salmon,  one  of  which  weighed  281b.,  the  heaviest  caught 
for  a  long  time.  Its  girth  was  22in.,  and  length  30in. 
The  river  is  iu  excellent  fishing  order,  but  the  opinion  is 
that  it  does  not  contain  manv  fish. — B. 

Cassley,  K-osehall,  iN.B.  —  From  Post  Office 
Buildings,  Mr.  Ross,  Leicester,  has  had  fair  sport  in 
salmon  angling  since  last  reported.  During  the  past  week 
fish  ranged  up  tj  151b.  River  in  first  rate  ply,  but  on 
Tuesday,  this  week,  it  rof  e  considerably. — B. 

Cuilfail  Hoi  el  (Kilmelford,  N.B.).— April  30, 
Messrs.  Pile  and  Ward,  thirty  trout.  May  2,  Messrs.  Pile 
and  Ward,  thirty-one ;  Messrs.  Elder  and  Baird,  sixteen. 
May  3,  Messrs.  Pile  and  Ward,  nineteen;  Messrs.  Elder 
and  Baird,  twenty-four.  May  4,  Messrs.  Pile  and  Ward, 
four;  Messrs.  Elder  and  Baird,  twelve.  May  5,  Messrs 
Pile  and  Ward,  twelve  ;  Messrs.  Elder  and  Baird,  twenty- 
six.  May  6,  Messrs.  Pile  and  Ward,  twelve;  Messrs. 
Elder  and  Baird,  thirteen.   May  7,  Metsrs.  Pile  and  Ward, 


twenty ;  Messrs.  Elder  and  Baird,  thirty-six ;  Messrs. 
Harvey  and  Golding,  twenty  one.— J.  M.  P. 

Beveron  (BanflFshire).— Had  not  raia  fallen  heavily 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  river  Deveron  would  Lave 
been  in  capital  fiehiu?  condition;  but  now  ihj  water  is 
rather  swcllen  and  coloured.  On  the  Blairmore  water,  on 
the  7th  inst.,  Mr.  A.  Gould  had  a  nice  salmon  of  isjlb. 
On  the  Netherda^e  section  baskets  of  trout  weighing  151b., 
171b.,  and  26|lb.  respectively  have  been  landed.  Mr.  John 
Chapman  Walker  and  Miss  Walker,  of  Eglit  Bridge, 
Grosmont,  fishing  on  the  CorDi"?haugh  section  four  days  last 
week,  made  a  joint  basket  of  sixty  four  trout,  scaling 
4Ulb.  On  the  Deveron,  at  Rothemay,  Mr.  Geo.  Eraser, 
Gladstone  Cottage,  Huntly,  had  a  basket  of  trout  weighing 
171b.  6oz.  On  the  river  there  has  been  no  improvementiu 
the  net  fishings,  but  on  the  coast  the  fishings  were  more 
productive  in  the  beginning  of  this  week.  On  Wednesday 
morning  two  boies  containing  tw«nty-eight  salmon  and  a 
few  large  trout  were  sent  from  the  Deveron  fishings  to 
the  market.  As  yet  there  has  been  no  appearance  of 
grilse  on  this  part  of  the  coast  or  in  the  river.  Last  year 
the  first  grilse  for  tli9  season  was  taken  in  the  sea  nets  on 
the  4th  of  the  present  month.— H.  W. 

Doclxart.~Mr.  C.  W.  Lewis,  Glasgow,  out  from  Luib 
Hotel,  on  Thursday,  had  eleven  trout,  61b.  Mr.  J.  0. 
Croall,  Edinburgh,  on  the  loch,  had  twenty  trout,  7|lb. ; 
on  Saturday,  twenty-five  trout,  91b.  Mr.  H.  Hamilton, 
London,  on  the  river,  on  Saturday,  had  seven  nice  trout ; 
on  Monday,  seven  trout,  3Jlb.  Mr.  Croall,  on  Monday, 
had  five  trout,  3Jlb. ;  on  Tuesday,  eighteen  trout,  7ilb. — 
Donald  McNadghton. 

Xsla, — For  some  time  the  conditions  have  been  favour- 
able, and  some  good  takes  have  been  got.  Among  the 
most  successful  were  Messrs.  James  Irvine,  Keith ;  Barnet 
and  James  Ogilvy,  Dundee ;  AYilliam  Irvine,  Lochee ; 
J.  D.  Lyon,  Folda ;  Masters  Geo.  and  James  Kenloch, 
Glenisla  House;  Master  Cox,  Cardean;  Mr.  J.  Lucas, 
Kirriemeur,  who  had  a  trout  of  31b.  12oz. ;  and  John 
Howe,  Al>th,  one  of  41b.  A  workman  in  Caenlochan 
hooked  and  landed  a  large  brown  rat  from  the  Brighty,  a 
little  below  Tulchan  Lodge.  Little  has  been  done  on  the 
lochs  in  the  neighbourhood. — Iasgair, 

Locliboisdale  Hotel  (South  Uist).— May  2,  Messrs. 
Lockhart  and  Scott,  on  Loch  Bornish,  81b.  brown  trout. 
3rd,  Messrs,  Scott  and  Lcckhart,  oa  One  Tree  Loch,  101b. ; 
Dr.  Lawrie,  on  Upper  Bornish,  21b.  4th,  Dr.  Lawrie,  on 
Loch-a-Bharp,  31b.  5th,  Dr.  Lawrie,  on  Loch  Rudah- 
Na-Clach,  5§lb.  ;  Dr.  Robertson,  on  Lower  Bornish,  71b. 
6th,  Messrs.  Lockhart,  Scott,  and  Maclaren,  on  Lower 
Bornish,  81b.  7th,  Mr.  Maclaren,  on  Loch  Bornish,  2^11). 
— S.  Mackenzie. 

Iioch  Garve  (via  Dingwall,  IT.B.).— Some  nice 
baskets  of  (rout  have  already  been  made  by  anglers  from 
Garve  Hotel.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Macdonald,  Edinburgh, 
landed  five  trout,  averaging  close  on  lib.  each. — B. 

Iiochleven  (Kinross).— The  weather  of  the  past  week 
was  bright,  with  cold,  variable  winds,  until  Tuesday,  whan 
rain  fell  heavily.  Spoit  has,  therefore,  been  scarcely  so 
good  as  on  the  previous  week.  Mr.  Millar  and  Mr.  Foster, 
Glasgow,  had  fourteen  trout,  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Hardie, 
Edinburgh,  fifteen,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Riddell,  London,  four, 
days,  fifty-three,  381b.  8oz. ;  Ex-Provost  Cameron  and 
Mr.  Edgar,_  Pollokshaws,  thirteen,  101b.;  Mr.  Potts, 
Lasswade,  sixteen,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Ferguson,  Leitb,  fourteen, 
81b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie,  Edinburgh,  eighteen,  111b.  ; 
Capt.  Murray,  thirteen,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  twenty- 
three,  181b. ;  Mr.  Porter,  Edinburgh,  fifteen,  111b. ;  Mr. 
Rea,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  was  out  several  days,  and  had 
fair  sport.  The  following  clubs  were  also  out :  Breadal- 
bane (Edinburgh),  fourteen  rods,  captured  forty-eight  trout, 
411b.  ISoz. ;  first,  W.  Stewart,  six  trout,  51b.  14oz.  ; 
heaviest  trout,  lib.  16oz.  Strathearn,  five  rods,  captured 
seventeen  trout,  101b.  9oz.  ;  first,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  five 
trout,  41b.  4oz.  Kiuross-shire,  twenty-five  rods,  cap- 
tured twenty-eight  trout,  251b.  lOoz. ;  first,  Mr.  W.  Briggs, 
two  trout,  41b.  3oz.  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Briggs,  21b.  6Joz. 
Edira  (Edinburgh),  ten  rods, [captured  forty-three  trout, 
331b._  Boz.  ;  first,  Mr.  Young,  eight  trout,  61b.  15oz.  ; 
heaviest  trout,  lib.  lOoz.  Uddingston  Waltonians,  ten 
rods,  captured  fifty  trout,  321b.  12oz. ;  first,  Mr.  Cranston, 
twelve  trout,  61b.  6oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  21b.  3Joz. 
Coatbridge  Club,  sixteen  competitors,  captured  eighty- 
eight  trout,  611b.  ;  first,  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie,  ten  trout, 
81b.  loz.  Mr.  Millar,  Glasgow,  killed  a  trout  of  31b.  Boz. 
on  Thursday,  which  is  the  largest  taken  here  this  season. — 
Robert  Laing. 

Lochtulla.— Mr.  Southwell,  London,  fishing  from 
In\eroran  Hotel  on  April  30,  had  one  trout,  IJlb.  On 
May  2,  same  geatlcmin  had  two  trout,  2Jlb. ;  3rJ,  one 
trout,  lib.  ;  4th,  four  trout,  4|lb. ;  5th,  two  trout,  21b.  ; 
6th,  one  trout,  IJlb.  All  the  trout  ia  good  condition. — 
Duncan  A.  Forbes. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Since  last 
reported  the  sport  has  been  as  foUnws  ;  On  Monday  week, 
Gen.  Home,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  Beat 
No.  2.  On  Tuesday,  Major  Burnell  Ki'nes,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  caught  cne  on  No.  1;  and  Mr.  Gates,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  two,  on  No.  2.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Gates  landed 
one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  three 
(one  of  which  was  a  beauty  of  17ilb.),  on  No.  2;  and  Mrs. 
Stibbard,  Syre  Lo;'ge,  one,  on  No.  3.  On  Thursday, 
Mr.  Stibbard,  Syre  Lodge,  hj^d  one  salmon  on  No.  1 ;  and 
Mr.  Gates,  one,  on  No.  2.  On  Friday,  Mr.  S.ibbard 
caught  one  fish  on  No.  2  ;  and  on  Saturday,  Mrs.  Stib- 
bard, two,  on  No.  5.  A  good  deal  of  thunder  during  the 
week.  There  was  also  a  good  deal  of  rain,  but  the  river 
was  in  good  orJer  at  the  beginning  of  this  week. — B. 

Noxth-East  of  Scotland.- Good  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  on  almost  every  reach  of  the  Dee  since  the  spate 
subsided,  and  especially  so  on  the  reaches  from  Glentana 
upwards.  A  graat  many  of  the  spring  leases  terminate  at 
this  time,  and  fresh  hands  are  taking  their  places,  for  the 
summer  months  at  least.    On  the  Braemai  waters,  Col. 


Morland,  Kindrochet  Lodge,  had  two,  of  71b.  and  7Jlb  ; 
two,  of  71b.  ;  two,  of  91b. ;  and  one  of  71b. ;  while  Mr. 
Henry  had  one  of  121b.,  and  one  of  6Jlb.,  one  of  71b.,  and 
one  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  one  of  Bib.,  on  the  same 
water.  On  the  Lower  Invercauld,  Capt.  Lillington 
caught  one  of  6Jlb.  On  the  Fife  Arms  water,  Mr.  Burga 
creeled  one  of  ejlb.,  and  one  of  61b. ;  while  Mr.  Smith 
creeled  one  of  7ilb.,  and  one  of  71b.  On  the  Balmoral 
waters,  sport  has  been  very  rife,  several  being  brought 
to  the  bank  daily  by  the  royal  keepers  and  others. 
On  the  Ballater  reaches.  Sir.  McGregor's  guests 
have  had  an  excellent  season  up  to  date.  On  the 
Cambus  O'May  water,  Mr.  H.  D.  Barclay  landed  four 
fish,  scaling  6Jlb.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.;  Mr.  S.  Laming, 
five,  ranging  from  91b.  to  141b.  ;  and  Mr,  Percy  Laming, 
four,  of  6Jlb.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  191b. ;  while  Mr.  Laming  had 
two,  of  71b.  and  111b.  ;  and  Mrs.  Laming,  one  of  7Jlb.  On 
Glentana,  Sir  Wm.  C.  Brooks  creeled  six,  scaling  from 
71b.  to  221b.  ;  Mr.  H.  D.  Barclay,  ten,  rangiug  from  6lb. 
to  201b. ;  Mr.  S.  Laming,  five,  ranging  from  9lb.  to  141b. ; 
and  Mr.  Percy  Laming,  four  of  average  weights,  and  one 
of  101b.  ;  while  other  anglers  had  similar  results.  On  the 
Huntly  Arms  Aboyne  water,  Mr.  McHardy  had  two 
salmon,  6lb.  and  61b. ;  Mr.  Ledingbam,  one  of  91b. ; 
General  Leoch,  two,  of  91b.  and  161b. ;  Mr.  Bezeley,  three, 
of  71b.,  7Jlb.,  and  91b.;  Mr.  Brooks,  one  of  B.b. ; 
Mr.  Wykeham,  two,  of  71b.  and  91b, ;  Mr.  Stewart, 
one  of  81b. ;  and  Capt.  Cook,  one  of  181b.  Loid 
Huntly  and  party  had  also  several  fine  days' 
sport  since  the  flood  on  the  Castle  waters.  Oa 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  and  Banchory  reaches  spoit 
has  also  been  fairly  rife.  Capt.  Gaskell  has  had  some 
nineteen  fish  frjm  the  Inchmarlo  water,  and  the  same 
number  from  the  Kinneskie  section  ;  while  Mr.  T.  Turner 
Farley  has  also  done  exceedingly  well.  Mr.  Borrows  now 
takes  the  Woodend  section  for  the  summer  and  autuma. 
On  the  Durris  water,  Mr.  Baird  and  party  have  also  had 
considerable  sport  since  the  river  fell.  The  Feugh  T^as 
never  known  to  be  so  high  as  it  was  during  the  ht  i  h:  of 
the  spate,  when  it  poured  over  the  tops  of  the  very  highest 
reeks.  "The  Abeideea  Harbour  Board's  returns,  which 
may  be  taken  as  a  fair  criterion  of  the  east  coast  gene- 
rally, are  £46  behind  last  year  in  money,  although  prices, 
as  a  rule,  have  been  better.  A  good  run  of  sea  trout  have 
been  met  with,  but  no  grilse  as  yet,  which  is  a  sure  sign 
that  the  season  will  now  be  a  late  one.  In  the  upper  pools 
the  fish  are  to  be  seen  literally  in  lairs,  and  Sir  Wm. 
Brooks  counted  fifty  in  one  spot  from  the  bank  one  day 
last  week  — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— During  the  past  week  the 
spcrbby  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  has  been 
as  follows  :  On  2nd  inst.,  Sir  John  Fergns:n  Davie, 
Bart.,  landed  a  salmon  of  27lb.,  and  another  of  lllb.  On 
3rd,  Sir  John  Shelley,  Bart.,  had  two,  of  101b.  and  lllb. 
On  4th,  the  last-named  caught  a  25-pounder;  and  Sir  J. 
Ferguson  Davie,  two,  of  20Ib.  and  81b.  On  5th,  General 
Bullocks  landed  one  of  251b. ;  and  Sir  John  Shelley,  one 
of  91b.    The  average  weight  for  the  week,  1641b.  each. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— More  floods  have  prevailed 
since  last  week,  and,  with  another  spell  of  unsettled 
weather  since  Tuesday  morning,  sport  has  not  been  good 
on  the  Border  rivers.  On  Friday  the  waters  were  dis- 
coloured with  heavy  rains,  and  bait  fishers  had  fair  catches 
with  the  worm.  On  the  Esk,  bait  fishing  opened  last 
week,  and  several  fair  baskets  have  since  then  been  had  in 
the  lower  reaches.  In  the  Annan,  angling  is  of  little 
account  at  present.  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper,  fishing 
in  the  private  water  at  Mount  Annan,  had  a  fine  sea  trout 
of  2Jlb.  last  week — the  first  clean  trout  of  the  season.  A 
few  catche  s  of  yellow  trout  were  obtained  in  the  higher 
waters,  one  rod  having  thirty  with  worm  bait,  and 
another  rod  a  similar  basTsetwith  fly.  In  the  Kirtle,  an 
angler  caught  over  thirty  fair  sized  yellow  trout  on 
Wednesday,  and  at  another  outing  a  like  basket.  They 
were  taken  with  worm  bait.  In  theUpperNith  the  sport  has 
shown  some  improvement.  In  the  Sanquhar  portion,  last 
week,  Messrs.  John  and  James  Glencrt  ss  had  a  basket  of 
201b.  of  yellow  trout  with  fly.  Another  rod  had  a  creel, 
weighing  141b.,  of  trout;  with  worm  bait.  The  Scaur 
water,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Nith,  has  been  doing 
fairly  well.  Not  much  sport  has  been  had  on  the  lower 
waters  of  the  Nith.  On  the  Galloway  Ken,  Mr.  J.  F. 
Martin  killed  a  salmon  of  lOlb.,  the  firtt  of  the  season  for 
this  lifer.  Mr.  D.  McRobert  had  also  a  good  catch  of 
yellow  trout.  On  the  other  Galloway  rivers  very  little 
sport  is  reported.  On  the  Ayrshire  lochs,  Messrs. 
Harvey,  of  Mauchline,  were  out  on  Loch  Dooa,  on 
Saturday,  in  the  Eglinton  Hotel  boat.  With  three  rods 
they  had  a  combiued  catch  of  ninety-eight  yellow  trout, 
the  heaviest  fish  weighing  fib.  Mr.  Paton,  of  Cambuslang, 
caught  thirty  yellow  trout  on  the  same  date.  Monday 
was  not  so  favourable  for  trout  rising.  Among  the  rods  out 
were  Mr.  Giabam,  of  Manchester,  who  killed  thirty-one 
yellow  trout  with  fly,  and  the  same  angler  had  good  sport 
last  week.  Moderate  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
caught  on  the  south  Ayrshire  rivers,  but  there  are  no 
reports  as  to  any  heavier  fish  being  taken.  In  the  Sol  way 
nets  the  catches  of  sea  trout  are  still  much  under  the 
average,  and  salmon  are  also  exceptionally  scarce.  The 
weather  has  been  all  against  trout  running  up  the  firth. 
Cold,  blustering  winds  lave  prevailed,  and  neavy  rain  fell 
yesterday  (Tuesday).  All  the  Border  rivers  are  again  dis- 
turbed to-day.  Tlie  temperature  is  again  colder,  and  with 
a  low  barometer  more  rain  and  unsettled  weather  and 
floods  is  likely  to  follow. — Heathebbell. 

Spey. — Although  conditions  improved  last  week,  little 
was  done  by  anglers.  On  the  Laggan  waters,  on  "Tues- 
day, Col.  Grant  killed  a  salmon  of  9ib.,  and  Mr.  Skinner 
oneof  lljlb. ,  and  on  this  day  week  another  of  lllb.; 
while  from  the  Carron  House  section  Mr.  Grant  had  two, 
weighing  71b.  and  91b.  Last  week,  on  the  Knockando 
House  water,  Mr.  Dent  and  Mr.  Splate  had  each  two 
salmon,  weighing  101b.  and  151b.— J,  M. 
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Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 

The  unsettled  weather  of  the  past  week — rain  nearly 
every  day  in  more  or  less  quantity — have  kept  the  rivers 
in  the  Border  district  running  in  full  volume,  and  trout 
anglers  have  not  been  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the 
chances  offered  them  for  good  dishes.  However,  the  Fates 
have  been  against  heavy  takes,  although  a  good  many 
baskets  of  from  31b.  upward  have  been  killed  on  all  the 
streams,  while  an  occasional  heavy  bisket  of  111b.  and 
141b.  have  been  killed.  Not  much  has  been  done  in  the 
way  of  salmon  angling,  although  a  few  have  here  and 
there  been  killed  lately.  On  the  Birgham  water  (the 
Earl  of  Home's),  Mr.  Gavotte,  on  Saturday  last,  kiQed  a 
salmon  of  101b.  Yesterday  (Tuesday),  on  the  Floors 
Castle  upper  water,  Mr.  Gordon  Ley  had  a  splendid 
fish  of  161b.  weight.  On  the  Tweed,  below  Kelso,  two 
other  silmoD,  of  121b.  and  141b.,  have  also  been  killed 
during  the  week.  Nothing  has  been  done  on  the  under 
Floors  Ca3tle  or  Makerstoun  waters  up  till  to-day  (Wednes- 
day). (On  Lord  Home's  Birgham  and  Carham  waters,  on 
April  20,  at  Dritten  Point,  Vice-Admiral  Lord  Charles 
Scott  killed  one  salmon  of  Tilh.  ;  and  on  the  same  day,  on 
the  Weil  stream,  James  Hunter,  Esq.,  of  Antons  Hill, 
Leitholm,  killed  a  very  fine  fish  of  1.3|lb. ;  on  the  same 
water,  on  AprU  25,  at  the  Kirkend  cast,  Lord  Charles 
Scott  had  a  salmon  of  8Jlb.  Of  the  trout  fishers  who  have 
done  best  may  be  mentioned  the  following :  Mr.  James 
Mabon,  on  the  Tweed,  six  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Stewart,  4Jlb. ; 
Mr.  John  Maxwell,  61b. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Barff,  31b. ;  Mr.  G. 
Thompson,  111b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Turnbull,  51b.  ;  and  Mr.  James 
Hogg,  4ib.  On  the  Bowmont,  Mr.  Scott  had  had  baskets  of 
from  31b.  up  to  141b.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  E.  G.  Bond  has 
had  baskets  of  from  41b.  upwards  on  several  occasions  ; 
Mr.  William  Shiels,  61b. ;  Mr.  Minto,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Daniel 
Kobson,  4lb.  In  the  Galashiels  district  of  the  Tweed, 
Gala,  aLd  Leader,  some  capital  takes  have  been  got, 
ranging  from  61b.,  91b.,  111b.  up  to  1.31b.  and  1.51b.  In  the 
Melrose  district  fair  baskets  have  been  had.  On 
the  Tweed,  in  the  St.  Boswell's  district,  Mr.  J. 
Johnston  is  said  to  have  lately  kiUad  261b.  of  trout; 
Mr.  W.  W.  Morris,  lOJIb.,  on  the  Tweed.  Of  the 
tributary  streams,  fair  baskets  have  been  killed  on  the 
Kale.  On  Monday,  on  this  river,  Mr.  Douglas  Glea- 
dinning,  fishing  with  worm,  had  eighteen  trout.  Fishing 
on  Morebattle  Loch,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Samuel  Mcsoript 
killed  three  trout  in  half  an  hour,  lib.,  lib.,  and  |lb.  ;  at 
the  same  time  and  place,  Mr.  T.  Kennedy  had  two  trout. 
On  the  Headersyde  water,  Mr.  T.  Pringle  has  had  some 
nice  baskets  of  trout  lately  of  from  61b.  to  101b. ;  while  on 
the  Banff  Mill  water  (Tweed)  Mr.  Tait,  fisherman,  had  a 
nice  basket  or  two  lately,  weighing  from  61b.  to  81b.  Mr. 
John  Gibson,  on  the  Tweed,  during  the  past  fortnight,  has 
Lad  baskets  of  from  31b.  up  to  61b.  and  81b.  Angling 
competitions  still  continue  to  be  all  the  legi  on  the 
Borders,  and  sines  last  notes  the  following  have  Deenheld  : 
Cnmledge  Mills  (Berwickshire)  Club  had  their  annual 
competition  on  Monday,  May  2.  Large  turn-out 
of  conpetitors,  and  cipitai  baskets  made,  the 
river  fi^ hed  bein^  the  Whitadds  r.  On  Wednesday  last  the 
Duns  Merchants'  Club  had  their  annual  competiticn  on  the 
Whitadder  and  its  tributaries.  Good  turn-out  of  anglers, 
and  baskets  on  the  whole  good,  although  a  thunderstorm 
caused  several  competitors  to  suspend  operations.  Worm 
and  fly  were  the  lures.  On  the  Whitadder,  on  Thursday, 
the  Berwick-on-Tweed  District  Club  held  their  annual 
competition.  The  river  was  not  in  good  order,  and  many 
of  the  best  anglers  got  no  fish.  There  were  twenty  com- 
petitors. On  Friday,  on  the  Whitadder,  the  Ellem  Fish- 
ing Club  had  its  sixty-ninth  annual  competition,  and 
meeting  at  Dun's  afterwards.  Fair  baskets  were  got,  the 
liver  having  become  ia  better  order.  The  Border  Club 
held  its  annual  competition  on  the  Whitadder  on  Tuesday 
last  week,  between  Hutton  and  Churnside.  Baskets  were 
small,  and  the  best  was  got  by  Mr.  John  Kichardson, 
Berwick,  who  had  4Jlb.  with  worms.  Capt,  Darling  came 
next,  but  got  firtt  prize  (Mr.  Eichardsou  being  debxrred 
owing  to  previous  winnings,  and  took  second) ;  Mr. 
Milliken  was  third.  The  Tweed  salmon  net  fishings  are 
still  doing  fairly  well,  the  takes  of  salmon  and  trout  being 
about  equal.  The  quality  is  good,  and  the  former  fish 
are  now  increasing  in  size,  one  of  211b,  having  teen  got, 
t  he  largest  of  the  season  so  far.  Trout  are  being  got  up 
to  141b.  and  151b.  weight. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast, — Trout  fishing  was  pretty  fair  latterly  on  the 
reservoirs  and  ponds  about  here.  At  Hyde  Park  Pond, 
on  Saturday,  Mr,  Greenhill  had  several  fish,  Mr,  Cald- 
well killed  a  few,  and  another  gentleman  had  three  trout 
averaging  3Jlb.  each.  Mr.  Hunter  had  some  success. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — Fishing  is  now  quite  on  here,  and  a  very  good 
season  expected.  May  Fly  is  well  up  on  Lough  Key,  and 
before  this  report  is  in  print  we  expect  to  be  killing  some 
of  the  big  ones.  Mr.  Withall,  London,  succeeded  in 
getting  another  7Jlb.  trout  on  Arrow,  making  four  or  five 
of  that  weight  since  his  visit  here,  and  all  on  a  10ft.  fly 
rod.  Pike  fishers  are  also  doing  well,  a  great  number 
being  got  during  the  last  eight  days,  largest  331b.,  killed 
on  a  small  single  hook  after  two  hours'  hard  fighting.  His 
head  has  gone  to  Cooper's,  Kadnor-street,  London,  to  be 
set  up.  Mr.  J.  Callaghan  is  having  splendid  sport  on 
Moylurg  Lake,  averaging  one  dozen  trout  daily.  Hoping 
by  next  week  to  send  you  some  good  results  from  the  May 
Ply  fisheis.— G.  Taylor. 

Bxmdrowes. — Towards  the  end  of  the  past  week  this 
liver  \va3  in  fair  fishing  order.  Mr.  T.  Feely  took  two 
fresh  run  salmon  and  two  grilse,  since  last  report,  of  the 
following  weights  :  141b.,  13|lb.,  6ilb.,  and  6Jlb.  A  large 
number  of  grilse  were  seen  jumping  in  the  pools  on  the 
river  during  the  past  week^  and  it  is  expected,  if  the  water 
holds  fairly  big  in  the  nver  (as  it  now  is)  for  the  next 
fortnight,  that  Lough  Melvin  will  contain  a  stock  of  grilse 


for  end  of  present  month  and  almost  the  whole  of  June, 
when  some  good  sport  will  be  had  there. — M.  RoaAN 

AND  Sons. 

Cong  (IiOXLgh.  Con  ib).— The  weather  has  been  very 
favourable  for  the  past  week;  trout  fishing  has  Ijeen  very 
good.  Mr.  CoUes  and  Mr.  Thompson,  staying  at  the 
Carlisle  Arms,  are  getting  good  baskets  daily,  some  of  the 
trout  weighing  51b.  Tom  Lydon,  fisherman,  on  Thursday 
last,  landed  a  very  fine  trout,  weighing  81b. — J.  O.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Ballinderry  and  Black- 
water  are  both  rather  high  for  fly  fishing.  Bait  fishers 
did  well  early  in  the  week.  The  Green  Drake  has  appeared 
already. — J.  A.  B. 

Brue  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  Erne 
has  been  in  high  flood  since  last  report,  and  no  general 
fishing  was  done ;  still,  a  few  fine  trout  were  taken  on  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  river  at  Ballyshannon,  and  on  the 
upper  reaches  at  Belleek.  The  successful  anglers  were  : 
Mr.  L.  Pike,  Mr.  A.  Wood,  Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Wise,  and 
Sergeant  Duff,  the  trout  averaging  in  size  from  21b.  to 
51b.  The  number  of  salmon  taken  in  the  net  and  box 
fishery  is  on  the  increase,  and  some  salmon  anglers  are  to 
try  their  luck  on  the  pools  of  the  Erne  next  week. — 
M.  KoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels,  Ballina  (Private 
Water). — Owing  to  the  heavy  floods  there  has  been  no 
fishing  on  the  river  for  the  past  week.  Mr.  Barkworth 
and  party,  Mr.  Walsham,  and  Mr.  Graham  Clarke  killed 
eighty  trout,  average  weight  Jib.,  in  three  days  on  Loch 
Callow. — Manager. 

Inny, — White  troat  and  a  few  peal  are  coming  up. 
Anglers  last  week  had  poor  spoit  at  trout,  while  salmon 
anglers  did  nothing  at  all,  though  the  weather  was  favour- 
able enough,  and  the  water  in  fair  trim. — T.  J.  D. 

Killaruey. — Salmon  angling  is  now  giving  pretty  good 
sport,  and  trout  fishing  has  seldom  been  better.  Local 
patterns  of  flies  have  l>9en  the  be.t  killers.  All  waters 
here  are  now  in  good  order,  and  the  weather  is  very 
favourable.— T.  J.  D. 

tee  (co.  Cork). — The  river  has  been  in  excellent 
fishing  order  for  the  past  week,  but  salmon  are  not  taking 
freely,  and  only  indifferent  sport  has  been  had,  considering 
the  quantities  of  fish  which  are  in  every  pool.  Mrs.  St. 
Leger  Carter,  three,  81b.,  91b.,  131b.;  Maurice  Lyons, 
ore,  101b.;  D.  J.W.Edwardes,two,8ilb.,71b. ;  J.Gardner, 
17th  Lancers,  one,  101b. ;  G.  Haynes,two,  12113.  and  101b. ; 
Mr.  Nei  Murphy,  one,  61b. ;  F.  Dale,  two,  101b.  and  91b.; 
Capt.  Collins,  17th  Lancers,  four,  81b.  to  121b. ;  Capt. 
Williams,  Eoyal  Artillery,  one,  101b. ;  P.  Sullivan,  one, 
17ilb.  ;  Rev.  Canon  A.,  two,  101b.,  7ilb.  ;  W.  B. 
Beamish,  91b. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle).— The  Green  Drake  has 
appeared  on  the  early  portions  of  the  lake,  and  looks 
strong  and  healthy.  The  water  loo  ks  ideal  for  angling, 
ani  we  expect  gODd  sport  during  the  coming  week.  A 
few  fish  were  taken  during  the  past  few  days. — Geo. 
AcHESON  (Andresna). 

Lough  Corrib.— The  floods  in  the  Corrib  brought  a 
lot  of  salmon  up  to  the  lough.  Up  till  Wednesday  the 
weather  was  very  variable,  rain  falhng  intermittently. 
Pike  fishing  continues  fair.  Mr.  Kirwan,  solicitor,  Ballin- 
robe,  is  credited  with  killing  a  monster,  72Ib.  (?)  in 
weight.    I  hope  to  give  particulars  next  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Curraue  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Salmon  fishing  is  getting  better,  though  it  is  still  very 
backward  for  this  time  of  the  year.  Five  salmon  were 
had  last  week,  averaging  111b.  One  of  the  fish  (UJlb.) 
was  landed  without  the  aid  of  either  gaff  or  landing  net. 
This  fish  was  had  by  Miss  Russell. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— Sport  on  the  lake  was  poor  all 
through  the  past  week  with  both  trout  and  salmon ; 
nothing  but  heavy  falh  of  rain  almost  incessantly  since 
last  report,  wtioh  has  kept  the  waters  of  the  lake  much 
discoloured  and  unsettled.  Mr.  J.  Timoney  took  one 
sa'mon  of  91b.  on  the  6th  inst. ;  Mr.  H.  Gallagher  took 
one  trout  {Salmo  ferox:)  of  61b.  on  the  9th;  and  another 
of  4Jlb.  on  the  10th.  Several  baskets  of  trout  were  taken 
by  anglers  out  from  Belleek,  Billyshanaon,  &c.,  but 
nothing  of  any  particular  note  as  regards  to  weight.  The 
weather  continues  very  wet  and  stormy  at  time  of  writing, 
and  sport  will  remain  indifferent  on  the  lake  till  the 
weather  moderates  and  water  gets  clear. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Lough  Melvin  (Einlough  End).— A  good  deal  of 
rain  has  fallen  at  intervals  since  last  repoit.  Sport 
continues  very  good  among  the  trout.  The  catches  made 
by  rodsters  staying  at  Kinlough  and  Bundoran  on  many 
days  was  up  t~>  the  average  cf  past  weeks.  Constable 
Green  and  Mr.  Johnston  v.e'e  among  the  most  successful 
anglers,  and  had  several  nice  catches,  many  of  them 
scaling  from  lib.  to  2Jlb.  On  the  7ch,  Mr.  O'Dowd 
landed  the  best  trout  of  the  season,  Salmo  feroi;.  lOJlb  , 
trolling  with  natural  mini  o  w,  on  tackle  known  as  Crocodile 
Spinner.  Weather  conditions  still  losk  favo  arable  from 
an  angler's  point  of  view. — P.  Gallagher. 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pollan  fishing  shows  a  bit  of  a 
falling  off  this  week,  and  trout  netting  al^o.  A  movement 
is  on  for  the  extension  of  a  railway  to  Coash,  in  order  to 
develop  tourist  tratfic  and  the  fisheries.  Troiiting  on  the 
tributaries  was  poor  this  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  at  brown  trout  continues  good  on  all  the  above 
waters.  The  baskets  had  last  week  contained  from  two 
dozen  to  four  dozen  trout  each,  the  best  basket  being 
one  of  four  dozen  (weight,  12.b.),  had  ou  Lough 
Coomavoher. — T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone). — Though  weather  of  the  early  part  of  the  week 
was  not  at  all  favourable,  trout  fishers  did  fairly.  Messrs. 
Rawson,  Rodgers,  and  Allnutt  had  fair  success.  Messrs. 
Boleau  and  Spooner  killed  several  nice  baskets,  ani 
another  gentleman  killed  a  trout  ojlb. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Rain 


here  for  the  most  of  the  week  put  the  river  out  of  order. 
Master  Simeon  Scroop,  on  the  6th,  one  salmon,  121b. ; 
Mr.  McCheaters,  one  salmon,  111b.  Dr.  Pinkins,  on  the 
upper  pools,  had  salmon,  lOlb.,  and  a  grilse,  31b.  Trout 
have  been  taking  short  for  the  past  week  ( u  Lough  Conn. 
Few  salmon  were  taken  trolling.  Mr.  Grim  Clark,  on  the 
9th,  on  Lough  Callow,  had  twenty-six  trout,  141b.  Mr. 
Barkworth  and  Mr.  Wahham,  on  the  8th,  on  Loogh  Talt, 
had  thiitv-eii^ht  trout,  l.")lb.— Pat  Hkarxks. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— South- 
westerly winds;  water  in  good  order  ;  getting  some  giilso 
in  the  nets.  Mr.  S.  Soroope  got  a  spring  salmon,  12 jib., 
and  played  another  and  lost  him,  on  the  8th  inst.  Gentle- 
men stopping  at  Runagry  Lodge  are  getting  good  sport  at 
Lough  Conn,  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  being  taken 
during  the  week. — John  Devi:rs. 

North  Kerry  Rivers.— Salmon  a:e  giving  better 
sport  on  the  North  Kerry  ri\  ers,  and  trouting  on  them 
has  been  well  up  to  the  average.  The  prospects  for  the 
next  few  days  are  good,  as  the  waters  are  in  good  order. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Hurrah  ! 
The  Green  Drake  is  "up  "  on  Lough  Derg,  and  already 
some  lovely  trout  have  been  taken.  W.  Courtney  got  one 
of  4pb.  yesterday,  on  the  dap,  and  he  lost  a  few  others.  I 
think  this  delightful  sport  will  be  properly  on  by  Saturday 
or  Monday  next,  so  that  anglers  who  mean  to  visit  Killaloe 
for  the  lake  trouting  had  better  engage  quarters  and  boats 
at  once.  For  all  the  high  water  and  boisterous  weather, 
it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  salmon  are  to  the  fore  in  the 
river.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Martin  killed,  on 
Major  Traherne's  water,  a  very  handsome  springer  of 
261b.  ;  and  on  Mr.  W.  Young's  preserves,  his  fishermen 
got  another  of  241b.  Major  Traherne  lost  two  fish 
yesterday. — S.  J.  Htrley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  past  week  has  been 
an  extremely  wet  one,  and  entirely  unfavourable  to 
angleis.  On  Doonass  the  fishermen  killed  :  4th,  one 
salmon,  261b.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  H.  Hedges  killed, 
10th,  one  salmon,  341b.  On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy 
killed,  oth,  one  salmon,  12Jlb.  ;  9th,  one  salmon,  lljlb. 
On  the  Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  killed,  4th, 
one  salmon,  201b.  ;  5th,  two  salmon,  11  lb.,  121b.  On  the 
same  water,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  kOled,  9ch,  one  salmon, 
211b.— J.  Eneight  and  Son. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  anglers  continue  to  get  good 
sport.  Bottom  fishers  have  done  little  or  nothing  owing 
to  the  fish  being  apparently  off  feed.  Mackerel  are  very 
numerous,  but  bass  are  scarce  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — The  mackerel  fishing  around  here  is 
improving,  and  anglers  are  having  get  orally  good  sport  at 
pollack.  No  bass  have  been  taken  here  up  to  the  presjnt 
— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane, — Pollack  anglers  are  now  getting  sport 
just  outside  the  harbour.  Mackerel  are  numerous  in  the 
direction  of  Coomaconclane,  where  all  the  boats  have  had 
good  takes.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Not  much  sport  has  been  recently 
experienced  upon  the  pier,  although  a  large  number  of 
local  and  visiting  anglers  have  daily  been  in  quest  of  it. 
On  Saturday,  7th,  only  thirteen  fish  were  taken  during 
the  entire  day,  and  thess  ran  very  small.  Mr.  Waddell 
tried  early  on  the  following  morning,  but  only  took  five 
pouting;  but  kter  in  the  day  Messrs.  Hornoastle, 
Gilbertson,  Wood,  Gray,  and  Hingston,  did  very  well, 
there  being  some  good  dabs  among  their  catches.  The 
same  gentlemen,  and  several  additional  ones,  were  in 
evidenca  all  day  on  Monday,  but  scarcely  anything  was 
done  by  any  of  them.  Some  good  takes  of  dabs  and  small 
codling  were  made  early  on  Tuesday  mornins,  but  later  in 
the  day  matters  ruled  very  slow  indeed.  The  wind  blew 
half  a  gale  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  very  few  anglers 
put  in  an  appearance,  and  the  highest  catch  for  the  day 
amounted  to  seventeen  small  d  ibs  and  a  few  pouting  — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal.— There  has  bean  very  little  fishing  of  i  -nportarce 
here,  the  weather  being  very  unsettled.  Unless  it 
moderatss  very  considerably,  prospects  for  boat  fishing  are 
very  meagre.— Edward  Hanger  (Agent,  B.S  A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  during  the  past  week  has 
been  all  that  could  b3  desired  for  fishing,  the  sea  calm, 
and  weather  mild.  Some  nic9  pollack  have  been  taken  at 
the  back  of  the  island  with  the  small  baby  eel,  as  well  as 
from  tff  the  various  piers  and  rocks,  only  using  a  baby 
spinner  on  gat  with  a  small  piece  of  rag  worm  instead  of 
the  sand  eel.  Those  who  do  not  mind  early  rising  have 
had  some  fine  sport  at  the  Great  Westarn  Docks  with  the 
grey  mullet,  fishing  with  a  rod.  These  fish  get  off  the  feed 
during  the  day,  but  early  morning  a  dozen  or  so  can  be 
taken.  Whiting  and  pouting  fishing  continues  to  improve, 
and  several  dozen  of  these  fish  can  be  taken  fishing  at 
anchor  at  any  of  the  usual  haun's. — Wir.LlAM  Hfarder 
(B.S.A.S.)_. 

Valentia.— PoUacking  has  siilded  good  spc  rt.  A  few 
bass  have  been  had  within  the  harbour. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Anglers  out  after  pollack  had  good  sport 
last  week,  and  bottom  fijh^rs  did  fairly  well  at  garnard 
and  whiting  on  a  couple  of  fav.  nrab^e  days.— T.  J.  D. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  folloi\i3g  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Piitint  Agents,  55  and  56,"Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

27,942.  Fishing:  Patentee.  Mr.  P.  D.  MaUoeh,  High- 
street,  Per  h.  Relates  to  an  adjustable  brake. 
Ihe  spindle,  where  it  passes  thioagh  the 
flaming  of  the  reel,  s  ^ reviled  wi  h  the 
s..lit  ring,  which  may  be  expanded  by  the 
t  ave'liug  stad  opera  ed  from  without  the 
reel  by  the  mil'ed  diss  or  its  eqniialent. 


358 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[May  14,  1898 


Jingling  ^nxtntes. 

May  15.   - 

Blackwater :  Sea  fishing  outing. 

Camden  :  Brake  outing. 

Collingwood  ;  Sea  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Sea  fishing  competition. 

Jollv  Butchers :  Outing  to  Brighton. 
Hay  16. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
May  17. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Lincoln ;  Supper  and  distribution. 

Waggoners :  Distribution. 
May  18. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

Canning  Town  :  Distribution. 

Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Ettarprise  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Thiity-fifth  annual  dinner. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Supper. 

Western  Piscitorials  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
May  19. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Supper. 

Dake  of  Norfolk:  Dinner. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Distribution. 

Serapis :  Annual  dinner. 

Wenlook :  Distribution. 
May  20. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  :  Dinner. 
May  21. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 


May  22. — Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

„  22. — Second  Surrey  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  23.— Blackfriars  :  Sapper  and  distribution. 

,,  2.3. — Camden  :  Visit. 

,,  23. — Convivial:  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  24. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

,,  24. — ClisEold  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

I,  24. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Distribution. 

,,  24. — Golden  Barbel  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  24. — Original  Alexandra:  Distribution. 

,,  24. — Phoenix  :  Distribution. 

,,  25. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Distnbution. 

,,  25.— Camden:  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  25. — Highbury  :  Dinner  and  presentation. 

„  25. — Honnsfield  Otters  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  26. — Weniock  :  Supper. 


Bepotts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Bunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Clpb 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  delegate  meet- 
ing will  take  on  Monday  evening  next,  May  16,  at  8.30. 
— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
the  am  ual  subscriptions:  £1  Is.  James  Epps,  Esq., 
Holland-street,  Blackfriars  ;  lOs.  Mr.  G.  H.  Field,  South 
Londi  n  A.S. ;  lOs.  P.  G.  Cottrell,  South  London  A.S. ; 
and  10s  General  Gordon,  as  a  donation. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.— Preservation  Week.— I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  10s.  from 
the  General  Gordon  Angling  Society  as  a  donation  to  the 
above  fund. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District).— 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Dalston  A.S.,  Brown- 
low  Arms,  Brownlow-street,  Dalston,  on  Tuesday  next. 
May  17.— G.  Manning. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance  Tavern, 
Vassal-road,  Brixton,  S.W.— On  May  5  we  had  our  annual 
distribution  of  prizes,  which  passed  off  most  satisfactorily. 
In  place  of  the  annual  supper  we  had  an  outing  and  dinner 
at  Box  Hill,  on  May  8.  We  left  here  at  9  a.m. ,  on  Messrs. 
Salmon  and  King's  new  four-horse  brake,  and  had  a  very 
pleasant  day.  After  dinner  the  prize  list  for  the  coming 
season  was  opened,  and  seventeen  prizes  were  given  by  the 
members  and  friends  present.— William  Eyke. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society.  The  Framp- 
ton  Arms,  Well-street,  South  Hackney.— May  18  being 
quarterly  night,  members  are  requested  to  attend.  Two 
candidates  proposed  and  a  member  made. — H.  Haines. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields.— On  May  10  the  ninth 
annaal_  dinner  and  di^^Tibution  of  prizes  took  place.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Wilson  for  the  splendid  spread  put  on 
by  him.  Mr.  Pailes,  with  hia  well-known  ability,  pre- 
sided. After  the  tables  were  cleared  several  toasts  were 
given:  "The  Qaeen,"  "Alma,"  "Prize  Donors,"  &o. 
Mr.  Pailes  presented  the  prizes,  to  the  value  of  £40.  The 
chief  recipients  were  Messrs.  Hopping,  Utting,  Drew, 
Guittard,  Dyer,  J.  Seymour,  Black,  Tomkinson,  and  Hall! 
A  good  list  of  prizes  was  booked  for  the  ensuing  season. 
Harmony  followed,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
brought  to  a  close  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne."  —  J. 
Chambers. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— A  general  meet- 
ing will  be  held  on  May  24  for  the  revision  of  rules,  if 


necessary,  and  other  important  business.  Our  twenty- 
first  annual  dinner  and  distribution  takes  place  next 
Tuesday;  concert  to  follow,  some  capital  talent  coming. 
Brother  anglers  and  friends  cordially  invited.  —  A. 
Jenkins. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Rosa  and  Crown, 
Commercial-road.  Lambeth. — We  take  our  twelfth  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  Monday,  May  23,  at 
the  above  address,  when  all  are  cordially  invited.  I  should 
thank  all  gentlemen  that  have  promised  prizes  to  send 
them  on  to  me  before  the  above  date. — J.  Poster. 

Blackwater  Angling  Society,  Welcome  Sailor 
Inn,  Maldon,  Essex. — Our  sea  fishing  outing  was  a  great 
success,  some  splendid  soles,  plaice,  and  dabs  being  taken 
with  the  trawl,  and  some  good  sport  with  the  hooks. 
On  the  8th  inst.  Messrs.  G.  Brock  and  W.  Wiggens 
had  some  good  sport  with  dabs,  &c.,  about  two  miles 
down  the  river,  taking  eight  score  and  half  in  about  an 
hour  and  a  half.  The  nest  outing  will  be  on  the  15th 
inst.,  to  Osea  Island,  when  we  invite  any  of  our  London 
friends  to  join  us  ;  bait  will  be  found  ;  leave  IMaldon  about 
6.30  a.m.,  returning  about  6  p.m.  Will  members  kindly 
make  it  convenient  to  attend  the  meeting  on  the  17th 
inst.,  to  arrange  for  distribution  of  pirizes. — B.  Boreham. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angxing  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  May  9  we 
had  a  most  successful  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District 
Visiting  List,  sixteen  clubs  being  represented,  and  the 
room  crowded.  The  twenty-sixth  annual  suppar  takes 
place  on  May  19,  when  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr. 
Ben  Passant,  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Pailes,  after  which  the 
distribution  of  prizes  and  concert  will  take  place,  when 
the  company  of  friends  and  brother  anglsrs  is  invited. — 
T.  Paternoster. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. 
— On  May  4  we  had  our  thirty-sixth  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes,  our  old  veteran,  H.  Horley,  in  the 
chair ;  A.  Field,  vice.  Everything  passed  off  splendidly. 
A  splendid  repast  was  provided  by  our  worthy  landlord, 
Mr.  T.  Goodchild,  over  forty  members  and  friends  sitting 
down.  After  supper  between  forty  and  fifty  prizes  were 
distributed,  some  of  them  being  much  admired,  especially 
those  given  by  our  host,  they  being  won  by  Messrs.  Pells, 
H.  C.  Canton,  and  H.  IJddle.  Mr.  Goodchild  has  given 
us  three  more  prizes  of  the  same  sort  for  the  coming 
season.  Our  gold  medals  for  Sundays  and  Wednesdajs 
were  won  by  H.  Tame  (Sundays),  A.  Field  (Wednesdays) ; 
the  rest  of  the  evening  being  given  up  to  a  grand  pro- 
gramme, provided  by  our  stewards,  Messrs.  Pells,  H.  C. 
Canton,  and  C.  Smith. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley-by-Bow. — Our  supper  will  take  place  next 
Tuesday,  May  17,  at  8  o'clock  sharp,  and  those  in  arrears 
may  settle  up  on  that  evening  to  enable  them  to  partake 
of  the  same.  All  angling  friends  are  invited  to  the 
concart  on  that  evening, — J.  Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-strcet,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
8th,  but  met  with  blanks.  Prizes  won  last  season  will  be 
distributed  on  May  24.  Should  like  to  see  members 
attend  next  meeting  night  regarding  the  same. — P.  E. 
LoFT. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — Our  brakes  start  for  London 
Colney  at  7.30  on  May  15.  Our  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  on  Wednesday,  May  25. — E.  Boxall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Societ7,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Heimit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — Our  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  18,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  our  members  present.  All 
members  must  be  clear  on  the  books  before  receiving  their 
prizes. — O.  Jones. 

Central  Association.  —  I  have  •pleasure  in  stating 
that  in  answer  to  my  request  the  L.B.  and  S.C.  Railway 
hive  agreed  to  permit  anglers  to  book  from  New  Cross  to 
the  various  stations  to  which  cheap  tickets  are  granted,  in 
addition  to  London  Bridge  and  Victoria.  This  will 
undoubtedly  be  a  great  boon  to  anglers  residing  in  South 
London. — W.  J.  Wade. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Our  twenty-fourth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  Monday,  May  16,  when  I  hope  we  shall 
have  a  good  muster.  Tickets,  2s.  6d.  each.  As  May  5 
was  our  general  meeting  night,  our  balance-sheet  was 
passed  as  read,  and  Mr.  G.  Cook  expressed  his  pleasure 
at  finding  this  society  iu  a  good  financial  position.  Also 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  noiriinating  four  new  members. — 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road — A  large  number  of  members 
attended  a  special  general  meeting  last  Tuesday,  and  some 
important  business  was  transacted.  Our  annual  dinner 
and  outing  will  take  place  at  Woking  on  June  5.  Members 
are  requested  to  pay  in  prize  moneys,  &c. ,  by  May  24,  and 
I  hope  that  they  will  attend  next  meeting  to  decide  future 
business. — S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  visit  to  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers  on  May  9 
was  a  success.  They  had  a  full  room,  and  plenty  of 
harmony  ;  Mr.  Lummes  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Warren,  vice, 
the  following  fifteen  societies  being  well  represented,  viz.  : 
Eustonians,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Bloomsbury  Brothers, 
Alma,  North  London,  Camden,  Royal  George,  Mitre, 
Foley,  Queen's  Piscatorial,  Dibden,  Collingwood,  North 
Lambeth,  Brompton,  and  True  Caledonians.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Alma  ;  date  later. — P.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  May  8,  trout  fishing  for  special  prize,  but  met 
with  no  success.     Will  absent  members  kindly  let  me 


koow  by  May  17  if  they  intend  being  present  at  supper  on 
24th,  so  that  I  can  cater  for  same  ?  The  adjourned 
concert  on  behalf  of  Brother  B.  Hunt  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  June  14. — E.  J.  Mallett. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crovsn, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-mad,  S.E.— Will  members 
please  note  that  our  sea  outing  wiQ  take  place  on  May  15, 
at  Southend  ;  all  to  fish  from  tha  pier  with  rod  and  line, 
of  which  one  only  is  to  be  carried.  J.  H.  Crichton's 
excursion  trains  leave  Liverpool-street  from  7.30  to  9.30, 
returning  from  Southand  from  7  to  8.15;  tiokets,  on  or 
before  May  14,  Is.  9d.  For  further  information  see  notioa 
at  clubhouse. — W.  Beames. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorials,  King's  Arms,  Long 
Acre,  W.C. — On  May  3  our  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place,  when  everything  passed  off  satisfactorily,  and  all 
present  spent  a  very  pleasant  evening.  On  May  5,  Mr. 
R.  Jacobs  weighed-in  a  nice  trout ;  also  one  on  May  8.— 
W.  Massey. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brown  low  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  May  10  we  had  a  very 
full  attendance,  when  several  very  impartant  items  were 
discussed  and  dealt  with.  It  was  also  decided  that  the 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  should  take  place  on  Tues- 
day, June  7.  Secretaries  who  have  not  received  notice 
please  note  that  our  return  visit  is  on  Tuesday,  Mty  17, 
when  all  will  meet  with  a  hearty  welcome. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Will  all  members  kindly 
make  a  point  of  attending  on  Wednesday  next  without 
fail,  as  very  important  business  on  |hand,  and  also  bring 
their  subscription  cards  with  them  ?  This  is  a  very  special 
meeting.  Mr.  Adams  accepted  as  member  last  week. — H. 
Brock. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-road, 
Tottenham. — On  May  7  Mr.  J.  Collier  had  three  fine 
trout,  scaling  51b.  5oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  and  21b.  respectively. 
On  10th  inst.  we  had  our  annual  general  meeting,  when 
the  officers  for  the  ensuing  season  were  elected  :  Mr.  E,  T. 
Edder  re-elected  as  president. — W.  L.  Price. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Dunt's  Hill,  Earlstield.  S.W. — Our  twelfth  annual  dinner 
was  held  at  the  Half -Way  House,  on  Wednesday,  May  4, 
when  fifty  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner.  A  smoking 
concert  followed,  for  which  a  gocd  programme  had  been 
arranged,  amongst  others  who  delighted  the  audienca 
being  Mr.  F.  A.  Robinson,  Mr.  Will  Scott,  Mr.  H.  Lloyd, 
Mr.  T.  Frampton,  Mr.  J.  Ellwood,  &o.  The  chief  irlze- 
winners  were  :  Messrs.  Matthews,  Pulton,  Adams,  Staker, 
Keepin  (president),  and  Gathercole  (vice-president).  The 
past  season  has  been  a  very  successful  one.  Several 
specimens  had  been  obtained,  which  was  far  more  what 
every  member  desired.  Five  fresh  casas  from  the  preserver 
had  arrived  the  day  before,  and  graced  the  club  walls,  and 
mateiiilly  increased  their  already  growing  collection. 
Several  new  members  were  made  during  the  evening.  The 
club  staits  the  next  season  in  a  particularly  promising 
financial  state,  and  a  heavy  list  of  prizes  are  already 
promised.  The  annual  general  meeting  takes  place  on 
Tuesday,  May  24,  at  9  o'clock  sharp.  Mr.  Mathews  was 
out  for  trout  on  May  8,  on  the  Thames,  with  no  success 
as  far  as  the  trout  were  concarned,  but  had  no  fewer  than 
ten  barbel  up  to  41b.,  and  several  perch  (one  about  l^^lb.), 
which,  of  course,  were  returned. — A.  Traquair. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-lane,  Tottenham. — On  May  18  we  hold  our  eighth 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  ;  v,  ill  all  members 
kindly  attend ;  all  brother  anglers  and  friends  are  cordially 
invited;  everything  is  provided  for  a  good  muster ;  dinner 
at  8,30,  distribution  at  10  30. — W.  Lefevre. 

Pirm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — At  our  smoking  concert 
and  distribution  we  spent  a  very  pleasant  evening.  The 
principal  winners  were  Messrs.  T.  Rosser,  C.  Rosser,  W. 
Hatch,  and  E.  J.  Risebrook.  Mr.  Randall  distributed 
the  prizes.  I  beg  to  thank  all  those  gentlemen  from  the 
various  clubs  ani  the  artistes  who  so  ably  contributed 
towards  the  evening's  entertainment.  At  the  close  of 
the  evening  we  had  a  very  good  prize-sheet,  which  still 
remains  open  for  those  who  could  not  get  here  on  account 
of  business. — T.  Rosser. 

Gtoldeu  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Will 
members  kindly  attend  on  Tuesday  and  give  in  their 
names  for  the  supper,  which  takes  place  on  May  24,  at 
8.30.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  our  friends  and  brother 
anglers  on  that  evening  after  ten  o'clock  ;  all  are  cordially 
invited. — J.  E.  Lawford. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Gi-eenwich,  S.E. — The  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at  the  above  house  on 
Wednesday,  May  11,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett  (the  president  of 
the  society)  in  the  chair.  About  forty  members  attended, 
and  an  excellent  repast  was  provided  by  the  propiiator, 
Mr.  A.  T.  Waring.  After  the  loyal  toasts,  and  also  the 
toast  of  the  evening,  viz.,  "The  Greenwich  Angling 
Society,"  the  secretary  read  the  annual  report  and  list  of 
prize  winners,  the  following  being  the  successful  members  : 
Mr.  Church  won  the  president's  pr-ize  of  two  guineas  for 
the  gross  weight  of  specimen  fish  ;  Mr.  Birch  won  the 
second  prize  of  one  guinea  for  the  next  gross 
weight  of  specimen  fish,  also  given  by  the_  president; 
Mr.  Robinson  won  the  prize  of  one  guinea,  given 
by  Mr.  Marshall,  for  the  best  perch  taken  during 
the  season  ;  Mr.  Birch  won  the  prize  of  one  guinea,  given 
by  Mr.  Church,  for  the  best  pike  ;  Mr.  Marslall  won  the 
prize  of  one  guinea  for  the  best  loach,  given  by  Messrs. 
Windrfdand  Young;  the  priz«  of  one  guinea,  given  by 
Mr.  Walter  Smi  h,  ot  Catfoid,  for  the  best  bream  taken 
during  the  season,  was  won  by  Mr.  Church;  the  prize  of 
one  guinea,  given  by  Mr.  E.  Lewis,  for  the  best  dace,  was 
won  by  Mr.  Dryden  ;  the  prize  of  10s.  Od,  given  by  Mr.  A. 
Lewis,  was  won  by  Mr,  George  Young,  for  the  best 
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trout.  The  prize  of  10s.  Cd ,  given  by  Mr.  Steer, 
for  best  roach  taken  daring  the  winter  months  was  won 
by  Mr.  Robinson;  the  prize  of  lOs.  6d.,  given  by  the  club 
for  hon.  members  only  to  compete,  was  won  by  Mr.  J. 
Dopare  ;  a  collection  of  photos  and  album,  given  by  Mr. 
Birch,  was  v.'on  by  Mr.  Dryden ;  the  two  sea  fishing 
prizes  of  lOs.  6d.  each,  given  by  Messrs.  Clark  and  Dupere 
for  the  beat  cod  and  best  whiting,  were  both  won  by  Mr. 
Dryden.  An  excellent  concert  took  place  after  the  dis- 
tribntioa  of  prizes,  songs  being  given  by  Messrs.  Dowsett, 
Frost,  Lambert,  Condon,  Hopkins,  and  others,  Mr. 
Creighton  being  the  pianist. — J.  D. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone. — We  enrolled  two  more  new 
members  on  Monday  last,  and  boaked  the  names  of  two 
more  for  next  Monday. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Eig'h  Wycombe  Thames  Angling'  Association, 
Koyal  Oak,  Bridge-street.— On  May  8  Mr.  A.  J.  Baker, 
angling  in  the  Thames  between  Bourne  End  and  Marlow, 
whUe  spinning  for  trout,  captured  a  jack  of  61b.  4oz.  Of 
course  this  was  returned  to  the  water. — W.  Johnson. 

Honnsfield  Otters'  Angling  Society,  The  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — Our  annual  supper  will  take 
place  on  May  25.  After  the  supper  there  will  be  some 
good  harmony  and  the  presentation  of  prizes.  I  may  also 
mention  that  the  dace  commented  on  in  the  Fit-hing 
Gazette  some  time  back  may  be  seen  in  the  bar  of  the 
above  house,  cirefully  pressrved ;  weight,  lib.  2Joz. — E. 
Mei.ham. 

Hozton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Bagle,  Kjjigsland-road,  Shoreditch. — Members  will  obb'ga 
by  attending  a  special  meeting  on  Thursday  evening  next. 
May  19.  to  arrange  for  the  selection  of  prizes,  &c. — 

JOHXNY. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  when, 
after  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had  been 
confirmed,  it  was  arranged  that  the  time  for  starting  on 
the  22ad  wUl  be  nine  o'clock  sharp,  from  clubhouse. 
The  prize  distribution  and  concert  takes  place  on  June  6, 
when  I  hope  to  have  a  good  room  on  that  night. — J.  H. 
Heebeet. 

Zsaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  annual 
general  meeting  will  be  held  ou  Wednesday  evening  next, 
18th  iust.,  at  nine  o'clock.  The  distribution  of  annual 
and  special  prizes  takes  place  on  Wednesday,  May  25. — 
H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Aitbur,  Golborne- 
road. — On  May  18  a  special  meeting  wUl  be  held  to  settle 
some  very  important  business  regarding  supper,  &c.  All 
members  in  arrears  are  requested  to  attend,  otherwise 
they  will  be  dealt  with  in  their  absenie. — A.  Ide. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road. — The  seventeenth  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
next.  May  17,  supper  for  8.30  sharp;  we  shall  be  pleased  to 
see  any  anglers  or  friends  who  cin  make  it  convenient  to 
attend ;  concert  to  commence  at  10  o'clock.  — W. 
Wailing. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  —  The  weather 
has  been  very  unsettled  during  the  past  week,  and  unfit 
for  sucosssful  trout  fishing,  consequently  angling  news  is 
conspicuous  by  its  absence.  "  Yyrnwy's  "  report  in  last 
week's  F.  G.  is  of  great  importance  to  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  and  many  other  neighbouring  towns, 
especially  in  respect  to  the  Tanat.  Llanymynech, 
LlansintfEraid,  and  other  neighbouring  villages  have 
prospered  by  reason  of  the  large  numbers  of  fishermen 
who  have  visited  these  places  to  fish  in  the  Vyrnwy. 
Tanat,  and  Cain ;  and  it  is  hoped  the  riparian  proprietors 
will  remember  this,  and  not  draw  the  reins  too  tightly  in 
respect  to  giving  permission.  The  members  of  this 
association  especially,  forjmany  years  fished  eight  or  ten 
competitions  annually  in  the  waters  of  the  Yyrnwy  and 
Tanat,  and  left  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  the  ready 
behind  them  after  each  visit.  Anglers  as  a  body  are  no 
niggards,  and  any  neighbourhood  they  go  to  will  benefit 
by  their  liberality  very  materially. — Ed.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  Bnd  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation  Kow. — At  the  weekly 
meeting  of  the  above  named  association,  held  at  the  above 
address  on  Monday  last,  there  was  a  fair  attendance  of 
members,  and  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  seven  new 
members  were  duly  elected.  During  the  week-end  Mr.  J. 
Park  gave  the  Aljn,  at  Eossett,  a  trial,  but  the  outing 
proved  unsuccessful.  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  of  the  Warrington 
A. A.,  and  myself  journeyed  to  Aotou  Bridge  on  Saturday, 
to  fish  some  private  waters  in  the  district,  but  the  water 
was  in  poor  condition  ;  this  resulted  in  us  obtiirdng  only 
moderate  sport. — James  Eeynolds. 

Korth  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  May  1  the  annual  dinner  took  place, 
covers  being  laid  for  thirty,  Mr.  Shirley,  of  Old-street, 
doing  the  citering,  placing  on  the  tables  a  first-class 
dinner,  which  the  members  did  amp'e  justice  to.  After 
the  cloth  was  cleared  the  chairman  started  the  harmony. 
After  several  songs  had  bsen  sung,  the  prizes  won  during 
the  last  season  were  distributed,  the  following  being  the 
principal  winners  ;  Mr.  W.  Stretch  taking  five,  Mr.  Cook, 
live  ;  Mr.  Hayes,  four  ;  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  H.  Stretch,  Mr. 


All  is  noi  Gold  thai  Gliiiers  may  be  said  about  many 
brilliant  prospectuses  that  are  frequently  issued  to  flaauei^rs  ; 
they  often  herald  the  formation  of  companies  which  go  up  like 
the  proverbial  rocket  and  come  down  like  a  stick.  Holloway's 
Pills  and  Ointment,  unlike  such  shaky  ventures,  are  the  soundest 
investments  In  which  people  suffering  from  disease  can  entrust 
their  money.  They  have  the  reputation  of  over  half  a  century, 
and  every  day  they  return  substantial  dividends  in  the  form  of 
sood  health.  No  disease  has  yet  disputed  their  influence  when  a 
fair  trial  has  been  given.  They  cure  dysentery,  diarrhcea,  week- 
ness,  and  liver  and  kidney  diseases,  whilst  for  skin  disease?:  they 
have  no  equal.   Sold  by  all  chemists,  kz. 


Black,  Mr.  Pink,  Mr.  S.  Hairls,  Mr.  T.  Harris  taking 
three  and  two,  and  others  one  each.  The  prize  list  for 
the  coming  season  was  then  opened  and  well  responded 
to,  the  total  amounting  to  12  guineas  and  a  silver  cup. — 
H.  Stretch. 

Fhoe  nix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — WOl  members  please  attend  next  Tuesday  to 
arrange  a  little  business  in  connection  with  our  annual 
distribution,  &c.,  on  May  24  ?— E.  C. 

Royal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street. — Our  supper  and  distribution  was 
a  decided  succsss,  seven  societies  being  present.  We  have 
two  sOver  cups  promised  for  the  CDmiug  season.  Our  old 
friend  Mr.  Wells  was  in  the  chair;  Mr.  Wise  was  in  vice- 
chair.  The  following  artijts  contributed  to  the  harmony: 
Messrs.  Tom  Eowe,  Walter  Krast,  Myles  Kavanagh,  Will 
Eandle,  Mr.  Pike,  Harry  Passey,  and  several  others,  and 
we  had  a  very  pleasant  evening. — J.  Gibbons, 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress, 
St.  John-street-rcad,  Clerkenwell. — The  adjourned  general 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  18.  Members 
will  oblige  by  attending  early,  as  there  is  some  important 
business  to  transact. — F.  Thorling. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road.  —  Members 
wishing  to  receive  the  yearly  donation  from  the  club  must 
clear  the  books  at  our  next  meeting,  and  are  reminded 
that  the  dinner  and  prize  distribution  takes  place  at  the 
Black  Eabbit  Hotel,  Arundel,  on  May  22. — W.  Anstey. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W. — On  the  10th  we  had  a 
good  meeting,  adding  to  our  prize  list,  and  also  opening 
our  list  of  new  members.  All  members  and  friends  who  are 
interested  in  the  club,  and  wish  to  suggest  anything  which 
they  think  would  add  to  the  prosperity  of  the  same,  are 
requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday. — Pelican. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Ehodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — Our  annual  supper  took  place  at  the  above 
house  on  the  9th  inst.,  when  the  prizes  were  distributed, 
the  most  successful  being  Messrs.  W.  Morgan,  G. 
Chamberlain,  W.  Woodford,  W.  Brcck,  W.  Gerrard,  E. 
Hinds,  jun.,  G.  Jolly,  L.  Ehren,  P.  Jewson,  H.  and  W. 
Smith,  and  several  others.  Chairman,  Mr.  W.  Brcck; 
vice,  Mr.  J.  Thurn.  The  concert  which  followed  was  a 
great  success.  During  the  evening  about  £20  worth  of 
prizes  were  voted  and  given  for  the  forthcoming  season. 
Altogether  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. — W. 
Woodford. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W.  —  Our  annual 
supper  being  postponed,  members  are  requested  to  attend 
a  special  meeting  on  May  1",  to  arrange  date  for  supper 
and  other  urgent  business.  Two  new  working  members 
were  made,  and  several  others  nominated  for  next  season. 
— C.  Chalk. 

Viccoria  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Princsss 
Victoria,  Eobeit-street,  N,W. — Our  annual  dinner  has 
been  postponed  until  June  13,  when  the  chair  will  be 
taken  by  Mr.  J.  Maycock,  vestryman  of  St.  Pancras.  I 
hope  all  friends  who  promised  to  assist  will  please  accept 
this  notice. — T.  Austin. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on 
Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Brookman  in  the  chair.  Those  gentle- 
men who  have  not  forwarded  on  their  prizes,  if  they  will 
do  so  by  next  Tuesday  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour,  when 
a  grand  evening  is  anticipated.  I  might  also  inform 
members  that  the  gross  weight  of  the  club  is  fully  up  to 
the  average. — H.  C, 

Western  Fiscatorials,  Berwick  Arms,  Bemer- 
street,  W. — Our  annual  supper,  concert,  and  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  placo  at  the  Berwick  Arms,  Berner- 
street,  W.,  on  Wednesday  next,  May  18,  at  8  o'clock  p.m. 
— E.  L.  Stowee. 

West  'Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — I  wish  to  remind 
our  members  that  our  supper  takes  place  on  Wednesday 
nest.  May  18,  and  the  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
and  concert  and  the  ordinary  business  will  be  left 
tiU  the  special  meeting  on  June  1.  Tickets  for  the  suppsr 
cm  be  had  at  the  above  house,  or  of  our  chairman,  Mr.  F. 
Homer,  or  of  the  secretary — E.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith, — We  had  a  full  muster  of  members  at  our 
meeting  on  the  5th  inst.,  our  president  occupying  the  chair, 
and_  Mr.  Afford  the  vice-chair.  Our  prize  committee 
having  made  their  awards  for  the  past  season,  our 
president  read  a  summary  of  same,  and  announced  that 
thirty-one  prizes  had  been  taken,  and  Mr.  Afford's  Jubilee 
cup  was  won  by  Mr.  Eamsay.  Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  at  the  Eutland  Hotel,  Mall-road,  Hammer- 
smith, on  June  16. — J.  J.  Hcnteb. 


OXFORD  ANGLING  AND  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  report  and  balance-sheet  (a  satisfactory  one, 
by  the  bye)  of  the  above  society  are  just  to  hand.  One 
case  of  prosecution  for  illegal  netting  in  the  society's 
waters  is  recorded,  heavy  fines  on  the  offenders  being  the 
result.  The  thanks  of  the  members  to  the  volunteer 
watchers  were  accorded.  The  capture  of  tsvo  fine  pike  of 
201b.  and  181b.  respectively  was  also  mentioned.  Mr.  P. 
Drewett  has  been  engaged  as  the  society's  keeper,  and  no 
doubt  good  results  will  accrue  from  his  exertions.  Twenty- 
six  members  and  friends  took  part  in  the  successful 
annual  outing  of  the  society  on  July  15.  Good  sport  and 
good  fellowship  added  made  a  most  enjoyable  day.  The 
principal  prize  takers  were:  For  jack,  Mr.  E.  Beesley ; 
for  perch,  Mr.  Arnatt ;  for  chub,  Mr.  H.  Bennett ;  for 
tench,  Mr.  F.  Herbert ;  and  for  roach,  Mr.  J.  Biker. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  enstiing  year  ai'e  :  President 


G.  Mallam,  Esq.  ;  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  C.  Poole,  J. 
Clifford,  J.  Pill,  and  A.  Stone  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Mayo  ; 
auditors,  Messrs.  C.  Poole  and  J.  Greenaway;  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  C.  Herbsrt.  The  society  are  offering 
numerous  prizes  for  the  ensuing  season,  and,  flourishing 
as  they  are,  everyone  will  wish  that  they  may  go  on  to 
still  further  prospeii"y. 


The  revised  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  Eiver 
Thames,  <tc.,  have  just  been  issued  by  the  Thames 
Conservancy.  Bye-law  58  states  that  "no  person  shall 
remove  any  stone,  clay,  or  ot)ier  material  from  the  banks, 
weirs,  tumbling  bays,  towing  paths,  lands,  or  other  works 
of  the  conservators."  Anglers  will  notice  the  word  clay, 
and  not  take  it  for  mixing  with  ground-bait.  Those  who 
throw  stones  into  the  river  from  the  towpath  should  also 
take  warning.  Bye-law  60  says  that  no  ryepeck  or  punt- 
pole  shall  be  left  fixed  in  any  part  of  the  river. 
Those  who  perpetually  claim  certain  swims  by 
leaving  the  ryepeck  should  remember  this.  Bye-law  67 
states  that  when  any  vessel  shall  be  moored  at 
any  wharf  or  elsewhere  in  the  river,  the  same  shall  be 
securely  made  fast  at  hoflt  ends  thereof.  The  barges 
which  are  moored  below  Kingston  footbridge  and  at  the 
Town's  End  Wharf  are  often  allowed  to  swing  across  the 
stream,  and  are  an  abominable  nuisance  to  those  who 
patronise  the  river,  especially  when  going  upstream,  for 
then  they  are  forced  to  go  out  into  the  current. 


Me.  H.  X.  Campbell  (of  the  Piscatorial  Society)  and 
that  excellent  sportswoman,  Mrs.  H.  N.,  are  away  at  their 
old  favourite  fishing  resort,  Foxford  (co.  Mayo),  Ireland. 
They  asked  me  to  have  a  week  with  them — it  would  do 
me  good.  This  was  kind  of  them  ;  but  if  I  ever  get  over 
to  Ireland  or  Scotland  a  week  will  not  suffice — I'll  never 
come  back.  StiU,  I  wish  them  good  sport.  They  have 
"started  '  with  five  nice  trout  and  one  pike;  but,  as 
Mr.  Campbell  quietly  says,  "  The  missus,  of  course,  got 
the  best  fish.  '  Quite  right;  Mrs.  Drag.,  and  even  the 
last  new  Drag.,  have  been  the  conquerors  over  me  at  the 
end  of  a  day's  fishing.  Never  mind,  Mr.  Campbell,  the 
rooks  should  be  out  in  a  few  days,  and  I  know  you  will 
score  then.    "  Eunagry  '  is  "  full." 


An  Australian  friend  incloses  the  following  cutting 
from  the  Sydney  Bulletin  to  "Dragnet":  "The  only 
success  of  the  trawling  experiment  lies  in  the  proof 
afforded  that  there  are  outside  grounds  capable  of  being 
trawled.  That  it  may  be  done  profitably  is  yet  to  be 
proved  by  experiment  under  practical  conditions — it  can- 
not be  shown  by  a  gold-tipped  Government  steamer. 
F.  F.  and  his  merry  men  are  still  tickling  Ocean's  depths 
with  varying  results.  Each  dip  is  chronicled,  and  the 
capture  carefully  counted.  The  number  is  recorded  by 
the  executive  officer  in  Eoman  numerals  in  a  brass- 
bound  ledger,  certified  to  by  the  captain  and  initialled 
by  the  mate.  The  non-edible  and  underweight 
fish  are  then  hove  overboard,  leaving  very  often 
more  than  enough  for  breakfast.  On  one  memor- 
able occasion  several  baskets  were  sent  to  Sydney 
markets  for  sale,  and  the  inspectors  were  instructed  not 
to  prosecute  where  they  were  below  legal  weight,  as  the 
public  wanted  to  buy  small  souvenirs  of  the  experiment. 
F.  went  round  later  on  to  get  his  cheque,  in  order  to 
refund  to  the  Government  the  £500  granted,  and  seemed 
surprised  that  there  wasn't  more  than  that  amount. 
However,  he  has  now  undertaken  to  alter  everything,  and 
put  fish  in  the  consumer's  pan  at  2d.  a  lb.  The  fishermen 
average  35  per  cent,  of  the  retail  price  at  present — and 
starve.  With  the  same  proportion  of  2d.,  what  will  they 
do  ?  Still,  it  should  be  possible  to  place  fish  before  the 
public  at  a  reasonable  figure  without  starving  the  men. 


"Last  week  sea  mullet,  averaging  from  21b.  to  3Ib. 
(first-class  food,  if  cooked  properly),  were  sold  at  3d.  a 
dozen,  or  101b.  of  fish  for  Id.  Later  in  the  day,  the  same  fish 
were  hawked  in  the  streets  at  Id.  and  6d.  each.  Under 
such  circumstances  I  didn't  wonder,  strolling  along  a 
fishing  village  beach,  to  see  bushels  of  mullet  given  to 
whomsoever  would  take  it.  And  yet  the  cry  is  raised  that 
the  fish  supply  is  inadequate — for  where  in  Sydney  can 
you  buy  fish  at  less  than  6d.  per  lb '?  A  basket  of  fish 
weighs  from  801b.  to  901b. — in  cleaning  it  loses  12^  per 
cent.  '  Good  '  fish  can  be  bought  aU  the  year  round  at 
lOs.  per  basket,  and  it  costs  2s.  for  freight  and  charges— 
12s.  per  basket  of  "Olb.  cleaned  fish,  for  which  the 
retailer  wUl  get  35s.  !  Shade  of  Moses  I  What  a 
profit !  The  fisherman  will  jump  at  lOs.  per  basket  (IJd. 
per  lb  '),  for  oftan  they  do  not  get  os.  from  the  markets. 
Again,  watch  the  guards  and  porters  play  pitch  and  toss 
with  the  baskets  of  fish,  and  you  will  cease  to  wonder  at 
the  large  percentage  of  fish  condemned.  Why  can't  the 
railway  commissioners  put  on  refrigerating  cars  on  the  fish 
trains  They  promised  years  ago  to  have  fish  trucks 
buUt  with  tiers,  but,  so  far,  they  are  not.  Fancy  fish — 
the  most  perishable  of  all  foods — piled  basket  on  basket, 
with  the  slime  and  blood  and  fly  filth  oozing  and  dripping 
in  a  close,  unventilated  car  I  It  would  decompose  cast- 
iron  ; " 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

Tu£  Hobart  Mercury  states  that  there  is  a  harvest  cf 
the  sea  now  swarming  in  the  Derwent  which  brings 
"  halesome  farin  "  to  many  a  table,  and  remarks  that  it  is 
really  like  a  special  dispensation  of  Providence  that  at 
this  particular  season,  when  good  meat  is  scarce,  the  river 
should  teem  with  delicious  fish,  easily  captured,  and  over 
which  restrictive  fisheries  Uws  and  regulations  do  not  exert 
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any  particularly  baleful  influence.  And  yet  of  that  harvest 
waiting  to  be  garnered  how  little  is  really  utilised.  Thousands 
cf  tons  offish  are  literally  going  to  waste  because  there  is  no 
systematic  method  of  capture.  Eieht  hundred  anglers 
with  rod  and  liae  mating  daily  capture  of  good  basketsful 
really  only  skirmish,  as  it  were,  round  the  outposts  of  the 
vast  army  of  the  sei — the  whiptails — now  swarmin?  in  the 
waters  of  the  Derwent.  Across  the  river  thrifty  farmers, 
finding  the  beaches  all  awash  with  stranded  fish,  cart  the 
spoil  on  to  their  lands  as  manure,  and  will  by  and  bye  reap 
go'den  results. 


One  of  my  many  fishing  friends  broke  the  rule  the  other 
day,  and  was  very  rude  to  me.  In  my  natural  politeness 
(I  can't  help  it,  it  was  born  in  me),  I  said,  "  I  always  take 
off  my  hat  to  a  "better  man  than  myself."  "  Then," 
replied  my  friend,  "you  must  spend  a  lot  of  your  time 
bireheaded." 

 >♦♦♦<  

Messes.  Freeman,  the  well-known  chemists,  of  the 
City-road  Pharmacy,  Birmingham,  send  a  packet  of  their 
soientiSc  food  for  aquaii'im  fish.  From  a  long  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  good  results  accruing  from  the  use 
of  tl  i  I  capital  article,  it  is  possible  to  give  it  the  best  of 
character  1.  The  fish  eat  it  ravenously,  they  thrive  upon 
it,  and,  what  IS  not  less  impoitant,  it  does  not  discolour 
the  water.  The  Rhodian  oil  and  kingfisher  bait,  issued 
by  the  saac  firm,  which  were  enc'ojed  in  the  package,  are 
alf  o  good  goods,  and  really  worth  a  trial,  at  least  by  every 
angler. 


Mr.  H.  A.  RoLT,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Wimbledon  Pisoa- 
torials,  on  the  occasion  of  their  second  annual  dinner 
(recently),  sang  the  following  song  of  his  own  composition, 
and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Thames  Angling  News  for 
permission  to  print  it : 

THE  THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

Or  "Keep  Putting  'em  in." 
My  friends,  to-night  a  song  I'll  sing 

Of  an  Association, 
Whose  objects  have  the  sterling  ring, 

And  need  no  explanation. 
Our  dear  Old  Thames  must  not  go  down 

In  public  estimation, 
And  so  we  must.  Its  fame  to  crown, 
Increass  its  population. 

If  you  want  to  keep  taking  'em  out, 
And  to  know  that  there's  plenty  about, 
t  You  must  ground-bait  with  tin, 

And  keep  putting  'em  io, 
t  r  your  sport  on  the  Thames  will  be  nowt. 

"  Re-stock  the  Thames,"  our  cry  is  fair, 

We'll  hive  no  variation  ; 
Beth  rich  ard  poor  its  bounties  share 

With  equal  exultation. 
Its  claims  are  great,  so  one  atd  all 

(The  work's  an  obligation) 
Assist  with  funds  both  large  and  small 

For  p'soine  cultivation. 
If  yon  want, 

1  he  lakes  grow  smaller  day  by  day, 

A  marked  deterioration. 
And  we  are  bound  in  every  way 

To  stop  this  desolation. 
Each  year  Piscator's  growing  race 

Thins  out  the  finny  nation, 
Ani  trout  and  perch,  and  roach  and  dace 

Seem  doomed  to  extirpation. 
If  you  want,  &c. 

But  anglers  are  a  friendly  band, 

And,  once  in  combination, 
We'll  stock  vrith  free  and  liberal  hand 

Our  grand  old  navigation. 
With  rod  and  line  we  then  may  speed 

In  well-earned  jubilation. 
Nor  find  the  fish  are  off  the  feed 

To  cause  us  great  vexation. 
If  you  want,  &c. 

The  bending  rod  and  bobbing  float, 

The  weir's  deep  intonation, 
The  waving  reeds,  the  skylark's  note. 

For  us  hold  fascination. 
Then  bait  the  swim  with  £  g.  d. 

More  funds  more  preservation, 
Your  glasses  drain  with  three  times  three, 

A  nd  drink  to  propagation. 
If  you  want,  &c. 


The  current  issue  of  The  Wide  World  Ilugazins  con- 
tains a  photograph  of  what  is  called  "A  salmon-gorged 
river  in  British  Columbia."  It  is  almost  "impossible  to 
seethe  river  for  fish,"  and  lovers  of  the  "gentle  art" 
must  have  a  good  time  in  that  distant  part  of  the  world. 
But  perhaps  the  very  ease  with  which  salmon  can  be  taken 
in  such  a  river  spoils  the  whole  sport  of  fishing,  as 
diihculties  add  to  sport  in  all  cases,  or,  as  a  London  street 
saying  has  it,    There's  no  taste  in  nothink." 


One  of  my  numerous  sea  fishing  friends  was  taking  a 
inid-day  walk  through  Billingsgate  Market.  "  Have  a  bit 
of  fish  to  take  home  to  the  missus,  sir  ?  "  said  a  salesman, 
ii  7^^^^  recommend  this  lovely  fish,  the  rook  salmon  " 

Oh,"  was  the  reply,  "  If  yon  had  asked  me,  I  should 
have  thought  it  was  a  coal  fish  or  saithe."  "  Right  you 
are,  guv'nor,  that's  what  it  is,  but  we  call  it  rock  salmon 
here.  Verb.  sap.  mt.  N.B.— If  you  buy  one,  get  a  small 
one,  not  a  14.pounder,  This  is  the  advice  of  one  who 
knowf. 


I  roRGET  now  whether  I  have  ever  related  a  rather 
odd  experience  which  once  fell  to  my  lot,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  I've  not.  While  rowing  down  a  stretch 
beloved  of  anglers  and  fishermen,  I  saw  something  in  the 
water  about  twenty  yards  ahead.  I  overtook  it,  and  dis- 
covered a  rather  tired  rabbit  swimming  for  dear  life.  I 
reached  out  and  gathered  it  in  out  of  the  wet,  and  with  a 
piece  of  string  tied  the  rabbit  to  the  seat  of  the  boat, 
where  it  sat  in  the  sun  perfectly  quiet.  It  shivered  for  a 
short  time,  of  course,  but  soon  became  warm  and 
animated.  I  kept  it  in  the  boat  the  remainder  of  the 
afternoon  while  fishing.  Talk  about  the  hind  foot  of  a 
churchyard  rabbit !  It  isn't  in  it  with  a  live  four-footed 
rabbit.  Roach  began  to  bite,  and  I  took  in  sixteen  in 
about  as  many  minutes.  When  I  landed  the  rabbit  was 
released,  and,  with  a  wink  of  thanks,  he  made  a  leap,  and 
in  an  instant  was  out  of  sight  in  the  brushwood.  I  have 
told  this  story  to  quite  a  number  of  my  friends,  and,  I  may 
say,  it  has  never  been  doubted. 

 >  »  »  »  <  

I  MET  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  yesterday,  and  over  the 
cordial  handshake  I  said:  "  Y"ou  don't  look  well,  old 
friend;  what's  the  matter?"  He  replied;  "I've  just 
been  down  to  Dunlop  and  Co's."  "  Starting  biking  ?  " 
"No  (as  the  old  familiar  smile  hovered  round) ;  I've  only 
laid  in  a  stock  of  '  rheumatic  '  tires." 

The  seventh  annual  dinner  of  the  Epsom  Angling 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Wellington  Hotel,  Epsom,  on 
Monday,  May  16,  at  6.30  p  m.  Mr.  F.  W.  Coles  will  take 
the  chair.  T  am  ver^  sorry  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  be 
present  on  this  occasion,  as  the  Epsom  boys  are  real  good 
sorts — (not  salts,  please  Mr.  Printer)  ! 

Mr.  Lawrence  Debnet  writes;  "  A  trout  measuring 
17in.  was  found  in  the  Coin,  at  Queningtoii,  Fairford, 
Gloucestershire,  last  week,  with  the  tail-end  of  a  grass 
snake  protruding  from  its  mouth  19in.,  which  was  wound 
round  a  stone  in  the  river  bed.  Both  trout  and  snake 
had  apparently  been  dead  some  days." 

 >  »»♦ <  

OUR  F.  a  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  18  (New  Series). 


W.  McBRIDE. 
The  above  is  a  portrait  of  that  well-known  professional 
fisherman,  W.  McBride.  His  station  is  at  Teddington, 
where  he  his  leiided  for  a  number  of  years.  McBride 
obtained  prominent  notice  during  the  past  autumn  by 
guiding  his  patrons  to  large  takes  of  barbel.  When  birbel 
fishing  he  took  104  fish  in  five  weeks.  The  but  used  was 
the  lampern,  cut  into  small  pieces.  He  has  a  large  con- 
nection of  London  and  riverside  clients,  and  is  universally 
respected.  He  is  ako  the  proprietor  of  the  Cottage  Hotel, 
Teddington. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorials  was  held  on  May  5,  when  a  most  satisfactory 
balance-sheet  was  presented  by  secretary  A.  E.  Baldwin. 
The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  and  the 
date  of  the  prize  distribution  fixed  for  May  19.  Early  in 
June  the  annual  dinner  will  take  place — probably  at  the 
Hotel  Cecil.  The  N.P.S.  is  notorious  for  the  quantity 
of  good  fish  weighed-in  ;  the  weight  this  year  was  13141b. 


"Truthful  TorniY  "  writes;  "I  have  been  for  my 
day's  fishing,  and  had  no  luck  ;  weather  beastly,  rained  aU 
the  time.  The  only  consolation  I  had  was  fiom  a  native, 
who  tol  1  me  it  had  been  fine  yesterday,  and  would  be  fine 
to-morrow.  I  have  mads  up  my  mind  that  next  time  I  go 
I  shall  not  go  on  the  day  itself,  but  the  day  bafore  or  the 
day  after  j  it's  always  the  best  plan,  if  one  can  depend  on 
the  knowledge  acquired  from  the  local  weather  prophet." 


I  « AS  very  pleased  to  receive  a  letter  the  other  day 
from  my  old  friend  Mr.  WiHord  F.  Field,  and  to  learn, 
both  from  his  note  and  from  the  newspapers  which 
accompanied  it,  that  he  is  busy.    He  hopes  soon  to  meet 


me  on  the  warpath  again,  &  wish  I  cordially  reciprocate. 
The  papers  he  sends  me  are  Le  Moniteur  des  Arts, 
published  in  Paris,  to  which  Mr.  Field  contributes  an 
article  (in  French),  "  L'art  en  Angleterre  ;  "  and  River 
and  Coast,  which  has  a  chatty  and  interesting  item,  "  By 
the  rippling  Rhine,"  also  from  Mr.  Field's  pen. 

 >  »♦♦<  

The  twenty-fifth  annual  show  of  the  Bull  Dog  Club  will 
be  held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday  next,  when  the  premier  club  will  have  a 
fine  display  of  bull  dogs.  This  event  is  always  a  popular 
one  in  the  "  doggy  "  world,  and  as  the  club  have  beaten 
the  record  with  the  money  prizes  offered,  an  exceptionally 
interesting  display  may  be  confidently  anticipated. 

 >  ♦  ♦  »  <  

The  handy  little  pamphlets,  which  are  issued  gi-atis, 
annually,  by  that  enterprising  railway  company,  the  Great 
Eastern,  are  just  to  hand.  One  of  them  contains  a  long 
list  of  farmers  in  the  Eastern  Counties  who  are  willing  to 
supply  metropolitan  householders  with  large  or  small 
quantities  of  farm  and  dairy  produce,  which  the  company 
carry  at  a  very  low  rate  by  their  passenger  trains,  and 
deliver  at  the  customer's  door.  A  capital  idea  truly, 
which  should  be  at  once  a  help  to  the  farmer  in  these 
troublous  times  and  a  torn  to  the  town  dweller.  Fresh 
country  eggs  instead  of  shop  'uns  at  sixtaen  a  shilling  is  a 
change  for  the  better  everyone  can  appreciate. 

■      >  *  t  ♦  ( 

Another  pamphlet  contains  a  list  of  farmhouses,  &c., 
where  lodgings  can  be  had  on  moderate  terms ;  while  yet  a 
third  is  devoted  to  sport,  and  there  is  no  company  in  the 
country  which  caters  for  the  sportsman  better  than  the 
G.E.R.  Be  he  angler,  golfer,  fisherman,  hunting  or 
shooting  man,  the  company  look  well  after  him,  and  meet 
his  needs  as  far  as  possible.  That  the  generous  policy 
pursued  by  the  G.E.R.  is  appreciated  is  evidenced  by  the 
enormous  growth  of  the  line  of  recent  years.  To  stand  on 
the  bridge  at  Liverpool-street  in  the  morning,  and  watch 
the  arrival  of  the  heavily  laden  trains  discharging  their 
thousands  of  busy  bees  into  the  great  hive  of  London,  will 
prove  to  the  most  sceptical  the  marvellous  popularity  of 
the  G.E.R.  These  pamphlets,  and  also  another  entitled 
"  Quiet  Nooks,"  may  be  obtained  free  on  application. at 
the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  the  line,  at  Liverpool- 
street  Station. 

 >♦»■»<  

ToRRiNGTON  has  to  mourn  the  death  of  one  of  its  most 
prominent  citizens,  Mr.  J.  D.  Bastard,  who  passed  away 
last  week  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  con- 
nected  closely  with  many  works  of  utility  and  charity  in 
the  town  in_  which  he  resided.  A  good  angler,  he  was  better 
known  outside  the  town  as  "  Bastard  the  fisherman,"  and 
most  people  have  heard  of  his  skill  in  fly-tying.  His 
death  will  be  noted  with  much  regret. 

The  Thames  Re-Stocking  Association  will  hold  a 
committee  meeting  on  Tuesday,  May  17,  at  Carr's 
Restaurant,  265,  Strand,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 


On  Wednesday  a  trout  weighing  2lb.  was  taken  from  the 
mill  pool  at  Barton  Mills  ;  also  one  of  61b.,  taken  close  by. 
Mr.  Howes,  of  the  Bull  Inn,  says  there  are  still  plenty  j 
of  good  fish  in  the  Lark.  "  The  weather  being  cold  (several 
degrees  of  frost  on  Thursday  night)  the  fish  do  not  feed 
freely."    [Thanks,  Mr.  Howes,  for  your  telegram.] 


The  second  number  of  the  World  of  Sport  is  to  hand. 
The  first  number  was  excellent,  but  the  second  is  even 
better.  Mr.  Rouch's  photograph  of  the  finish  of  the 
Ohester  Cup  in  the  rain,  shown  by  the  numerous  extended 
umbrellas,  is  a  triumph  of  instantaneous  work.  Other 
sports  beside  racing  are  described  and  illustrated,  and 
the  literary  matter  is  as  good  as  before.  No  more 
need  be  said.    The  paper  will  recommend  itself. 


The  recent  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  cf  Caxtonian 

Anglers  at  the  Falcon  Hotel,  Gough-sqnare,  was,  as  it  \ 

always  is,  a  most  enjoyable  function.  _  President  Gate  | 

occupied  the  chair ;  Mr.  Chapman  (vice-president)  as  J 

worthily  filled  the  vice-chair.    Host  Brooks  put  on  a  f 

dinner  in  his  own  inimitable  style,  and  the  champagne  * 

from  the  lovely,  I  mean  "  loving,"'  cups,  which  had  been  ' 

won  was  "  gilt  edged  ' '  of  course,  and  there  was  "  lashins  ' '  ; 

of  it  .  1 


The  visitors  are  always  in  evidence  at  the  Caxtonians' 
festive  gatherings,  and  amongst  those  present  were  Dr. 
Patterson  (B.S.A.S.),  and  Messrs.  G.  R.  Clarke,  Charles 
Hussey,  F.  H.  Amphlett,  Deuohar,  R.  Stanton,  G.  W. 
Woodell,  Gates,  Littlewood,  J.  Spons;  (Twickenham 
fisherman),  Hiller,  and  a  host  of  other  illustrious  anglers. 


The  prizes  won  during  the  year  (for  specimen  fish  only) 
were  ;  Mr.  W.  Gate,  club  cup  and  first  prize  in  jack  com- 
petition, Mr.  W.  H.  Cate  first  and  second  prizes 
for  roach,  and  first  prize  for  tench ;  Mr.  Stephens, 
first  prize  for  chub,  fiirst  for  barbel,  and  third  in  roach 
competition ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Parker,  first  and  second  prizes 
for  jack  and  second  for  tench  ;  Mr.  Duchar,  first  prize  in 
second  jack  competition;  Mr.  Hiller,  first  and  second 
bream  prizes,  and  second  prize  for  dace ;  vice-president 
Chapman,  second  prize  in  roach  competition  ;  Mr.  Brooks, 
first  prize  for  dace. 

 >»<♦<  

A  PEKTTY  young  lady,  on  alighting  from  a  'bus,  dropped 
a  ribbon  from  her  bonnet  in  the  bottom  of  the  vehicle. 
"  You  have  left  your  bow  behind,"  said  a  lady  passenger. 
"  No,  I  haven't — he's  gone  a-fishing  !  "  innocently  replied 
the  damsel.  Drarnet. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 
CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Pishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

■Manufacturer  of  all  kinds  of  Fishing  Rods 
in  Built  Cane&Greenlieart,  Reels  &  Tackle. 

DflilT  DnnC     2  jnints  best  BuUt  Can')  Fly 
nUU  I   nUUO.        b^jj.  lOft.,  price  C2  .38. 
Ditt^,  10;ft.  to  lift.,  prine  £3  7s.  Cd. :  with  Steel 
Centre,  15s.  extra. 

The  "CHA.MPION    Gr^enheart.  PLY 

SOD,  3  joints  and  very  best  ftnisti,  2'j3. 

HE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH  (Registered). 


This  "Winch  is  made  in  tivo  sizes,  2fin.  and  34in., 
with  clielc  or  silent  check.    It  has  two  special 
recommendations,  extreme  lightness  and  qiick 
winding.    Price,  Qfin.,  lus.  Gd.;  SJin.,  12s.  6d, 

Important  to  Fishing  Tackle  Daalers 
thronghoxit  the  Kingdom. 

DAVID  SLATER,  of  Newark- on-Trent,  being 
the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufacturer  of 
the  world-wide  known  "Nottingham"  Pattern 
Winches  ia  their  various  forms,  and  holding  as 
he  does  by  far  the  largest  stock  of  timlier  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  such  manufacturers — htmdredg 
of  thousands  of  blocks  in  various  stages  of 
seasoning — is  prt  pared  to  supply  the  trade  direct 
at  lowest  prices.  A  Special  New  Pattern, 
"Slater's  Wonder,"  in  nine  sizes,  2in.  to  4in.,  is 
made  on  similar,  but  much  ia.proved  lines  to  the 
old  and  out  of   date  iron   back  production. 

'  Slater's  Wonder  "  has  a  solid  brass  back,  and 
yet  costs  less  than  the  old  pattern. 

SELL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE 
AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  oiily). 

UAPI^I  rC  S-vran  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
rlAulVLuO  Seals'  Fur,  Figs'  Wool,  Sec. 

ALL   COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAINES  Sundavs  WeU-road  Cork. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  &nd  stamps 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free 

1  iot.  of  my  Celebrated  TEOUT  FLIES  for  9d . 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  Ss.  Sd., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  PLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WOELD- 
WIDE  EEPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  kilhng  powers,  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Fishing  Tackle  Mannfactnrer,  Omaerh,  Ireland. 


CLOTH   BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


HENRY  A.  MURTON. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


CAS  BE  HAD  AT  THE 


Publishing  Office,  Bream's  Buildings,  E.C' 


We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNESIDE,"  "  WANSBECK,"  and  other 
Rods.  Any  orders  received  will  be  carefully  a'ttended  to.  We  can  ensure  c 
customers  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  with  almost  every 
rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "  ANGLER'S  GUIDE "  and  Illustrated  list  of  Rods  and  every 
Angling  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover 
postage. 

Our  Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  £    s.  d. 

40  13ft   016  6 

41  14ft   0  18  6 

42  15ft.    10  0 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Hxliibition,  1895. 

''  We  also  Hked  several  other  patterns  of   rods,   especially  a  '  Coquetdale 
fourteen -footer  ;  this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and 
discovered  great  power." — Angler. 

''The  'Coquetdale'  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons." — Land 
o.nd  Water. 

'•  The  '  Coquetdale  '  is  an  especially  good  pattern." — Rod  and  Gun. 


Our  Special  "TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods 


In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c.,  similar 
to  our  "  Tyneside  "  Trout  Rods-,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  £  s. 

43  16ft  '    1 


44 
45 
46 
47 


17ft. 
18ft. 
19ft. 
20ft. 


d. 
6 
0 
•  0 
0 

0  . 


"  Dear  Sir, — The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout 
our  holiday,  and  we  were  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod. 
but  my  fisherman  was  delighted  with  it. 

"  It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successftil  throughout  a 
month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  diifieult 
water,  and  with  trying  winds,  than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.     ''  C.  H.  G." 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895-96. 

••  We  handled  an  18ft.  '  Tyneside,'  which  was  just  perfect  in  balance,  and  played 
through  to  th9  butt  in  grand  style,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  North- 
country  firm  had  little  to  learn  about  rod  making." — Land  and  Water,  1895. 

•'  We  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods.  We  had  the 
pleasure  some  time  ago  of  taking  a  friend's  rod  for  an  hour  on  a  salmon  reach,  and 
it  was  one  of  this  make.  They  are  used,  we  believe,  very  extensively  by  the  anglers 
on  Tyneside,  who  swear  by  them  at  all  times." — Angler,  1896. 

"  The  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods  are  remarkably  cheap  and  of  splendid  value,  double 
brazed,  and  finished  in  the  best  style." — Rod  and  Gun,  1896. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Telephoue.  .j<;ll . 


Telegraphic  Address  :  FiSHlXG. 


ESTABLISHED  1<V.'. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

(Late  EDMONDSON), 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  omy  Address,  LIVERPOOL 

Maker  of  RODS  (.Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  Lancewood,  Washaber,  Cane,  or 
Split  Cane)  for  RIVER,  LAKE,  and  SEA  FISHING.  RODS,  FLIES,  &c.,  made  on 
the  Premises  to  any  design.  Reels.  Lines,  Landing  Nets,  Gaffs,  Bags,  Minnows, 
Spoons,  Flies  (Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Grayling,  Trout).  WADING  STOCKINGS. 
12s.  6d.  iSiilendid  Value).   Trousers,  Coats,  Brogues.   BAIT  for  Bottom  Fishing. 

Other  Departments  are  the  Cricket,  Lawn  Tennis,  Polo,  Croquet,  and  Golf, 
HAMMOCKS,  from  4s.  6d.    GARDEN  TENTS,  Cane  Walking  Stick  Seats,  16s.  6d. 


HENRY  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

MB.  HENHY  OOXON'S  (representative  of 
the  Fishing  Gazelle  and  the  Field)  new  and 
splendidly  lUastrated  work,  "  A  MODERN 
TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL  COAE.SE  FISH 
ANGLING:  HOW  TO  CATCH  FISH,"  has  now 
reached  its  third  edition,  and  this  since  Christmas. 
No  such  practical  boob  on  angling  was  ever 
written,  and  its  contents  have  been  highly 
extolled  by  all  the  leading  angling  and  other 
sporting  papers  In  the  British  Islea.  Send  for 
copy. 

Price  Is.  2d.,  postage  free. 
WALTON  VILLA,  'WEST  BRIDGFOBD, 
NOTTINGHAM. 

Revelation  in  Stfel  Ribbing  for  Rods. 

FAB  AND  A^WAY  THE  BEST  THING 
IN  THE  TK\DE. 

To  DEALERS  only  FREE  SAMPLE. 

Send  Top  Joint,  no  Kings  or  Ferrule  on,  and 
6  Stamps,  for  Carriage.    See  Press  Notices. 

"W.     H  TJ  C3- 11  E  S  , 
37,  Warstone  Lane,  Birmingham. 

WATERPROOF  DRESSING  for  LINES 

Imparts  a  pleasant  flexibility,  and  does 
not  rot  the  lines.  Easily  and  quickly 
applied.  Price,  per  cake.  Is. ;  post  free. 
Is.  2d. — Shaw,  40,  Bagby-road,  Wood- 
hou?e-lane,  Leeds. 

SALMON  FISHER'S  OUTFIT. 

QNE  GRILSE  ROD,  one  Salmon  Rod 
(spliced),  two  Salmon  Reels  (with best 
wati'rproof  silk  lines  on),  three  Tront  Reels 
(two  with  lines  on,  one  without) ;  i'4  10s.  lot 
(net).  In  grand  condition :  must  be  sold.  By 
order  of  executors  of  deceased  angler. — 
Address  70,  Edgbaston-street.  Birmingham 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  Use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz 

BOOTH'S  FlVE-JO!NT  BAMBOO 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  ca.f  w 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch   flttlngfl,  lancewood 
top,  hag;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  4^  extra. 
Balanced  handle,  la.  extra. 
"Constant  nse  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it.'"— Marston,  Fishins  Gazette,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  EOD,  balance 

handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed, 
ferrules,  winch  fltting,  and  bag  about  12oz.,  price 
58.  4d.,  lOJf t. ;  58.  lOd. ,  lift,   carriage  6d.  extra. 

BABOAI17S. 

Salmon  Gut,  14in.,  4a.  6d.;  fine  flrst  qnal'ty 
undrawn  gut,  20in.,  3s.  lid.;  18in.,  38.  8d.;  15ia., 
28.  2d.,  15in.  XXXX.  Drawn  Gat,  Sa.  lid.  per  130. 

13L.  BOOTH, 

FISHING    RCD    MAKER.  HULL. 

FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES. 
Houses,  Land,  Sl  Estates 

To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZEHE. 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agnriculttire. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Restilts  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 

Chik»  Offick 
6,  ST.  BRIDE  STREET,  MNDOH,  E.G.! 
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EEMINISCENCES  OF  THE  BORDEE. 


By  Gilnockie. 

In  that  strange  land  of  unconth  climes, 
A  land  nnknown  to  prose  or  rhymes, 
A  land  that  posey  never  viewed  it, 
Except  when  drunk  she  staggered  througli  it. 

The  fascination  of  illegal  sport  lasts  for  ages, 
and  it  may  be  confidently  predicted  that  in  such  a 
district  as  the  "  debatable  land,"  especially  that 
portion  of  it  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the  Border, 
the  ancient  hereditary  penchant  towards  fish 
poaching  and  cock  fighting  will  not  be  eradicated 
until  the  crack  of  doom.    It  is  a  sporting  portion 
of  the  country  of  a  mcst  pronounced  character — 
a  greyhound  coursing  district,  famous  for  fox- 
hunting, fishing,  athletic  sports  of  all  denomina- 
tions ;  'tis  a  celebrated  horse  coping  land,  and  at 
one  time,  when  Johnny  Armstrong  of  Gilnockie 
Tower,  swayed  the  destinies  of  the  Border,  the 
debatable  land  and  surrounding  districts  were 
over-run  with  Border  reivers,  cattle  lifters,  sheep 
stealers,  and  unscrupulous  harriers  of  each  others 
homesteads.    As  I  have  mentioned  cock  fighting, 
I  may  remark  that  it  is  stiU  extensively  can-ied  on 
in  Cumberland  on  the  sly,  at  least,  the  Worshipful 
Chancellor  Ferguson  of  Carlisle  boldly  asserts 
the  fact,  although  it  was  suppressed  in  1836,  so 
far  as  England  was  concerned,  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, 12  and  13  Victoria,  c.  92  (amended  by  17  and 
18  Vic.  c.  60),  which  contained  the  present  law  on 
the  subject.    Dalston  was,  in  times  gone  by,  the 
great  cock  fighting  stronghold  in  Cumberland, 
and  it  is  recorded  that  in  the  year  1757  Dalston 
fought  Pem-ith  a  main  of  cocks  for  six  guineas  a 
battle,  and  a  hundred  guineas  the  odd,  which 
consisted  of  twenty-nine  battles,  nineteen  won  by 
the  former,  and  ten  by  the  latter.    The  famous 
black-reds  spring  from  the  quiet  little  village  of 
Dalston,   situated  a  few  miles  from  Carlisle. 
Strange  to  say,  the  game  is  still  legal  in  Scot- 
land, as   the   framers  of  the   1836  Act  had 
quite  overlooked  the  Land  of  Cakes,  a  fact 
that    was    decided    in    the    High    Court  at 
Edinburgh  by  Lord  Toung  some  eight  or  nine 
years  ago.  I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  attending 
an  otter  hunt  close  to  the  river  Liddle  in  the 
summer  of  1889.    A  big  company  of  Liddesdale 
farmers,   shepherds,    horse-coupers  from  Bew- 
castle  and  Nichol  forest,  otter  hunters  from 
Carlisle,  with  a  fair  sprinkling  of  cock  fighters 
from  Dalston,  Canonbie,  and  other  places,  arrived 
at  the  old-fashioned  inn  on  the  night  before  the 
hunt.     We  all  got  up  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  the  main  was  fought  within  200yds. 
of  the  Scottish  Border.    Caution  was  the  order 
on  that  rather  cold,  grey  morning  as  we  sallied 
forth  on  our  way  to  the  field  of  l>attle,  quite  a 
dozen  sentries  being  posted  on  the  sim-ounding 
eminences  in  case  the  police  should  land  on  the 
scene  of  action.    At  that  time  not  one  of  us  knew 
that  we  might  have  crossed  the  river  Liddle, 
where  no  law  could  have  touched  us,  and  when 
we  could  have  carried  out  the  war  to  our  heart's 
content.    Plenty  of  battles  for  large  sums  have 
been  fought  in  Cumberland  since  1836.  In 
1842  a  main  was  fought  at  Raffles,  a  village  close  I 
to  Carlisle;  another  was  fought  in  1846  at  the 
Dandie  Dinmont,  a  cosy  old  "  public  "  on  the  old 
Edinburgh  coaching  road,  a  few  miles  from  the 
Border  city.    Why,  in  Newcastle,  a  well  known 
knight,  alderman,  and  magistrate,  who  died  in 
1871,  had  a  cockpit  at  the  back  of  his  house, 
where  frequent  fights  took  place,  and  one  of  my 
lords  the  Queen's  justices  was  often  a  spectator; 
and  Sir  J ames  Lowther's  cockpit,  erected  in  1785, 
existed  in  Jemmy  Band's  yard  in  a  court  on  the 
west  side  of  Lowther-street,  Carlisle,  until  1876. 
That  old  cockpit  I  visited  occasionally  some  forty 
years  ago. 

Yes ;  cock  fighting  was  hard  to  kiU,  and  it  is  by 
no  means  dead  yet  on  the  Borderland,  although 
everything  is  naturally  altered  there,  and  the 
names  of  the  warlike  Scotts,  Grahams,  and  Arm- 
strongs, serve  now  only  to  give  a  grim  charm  to 
a  Border  ballad. 

The  Esk  and  Liddle  valleys  to-day  present  a 
strange  contrast  to  the  old  reiving,  smuggling, 
and  poaching  times,  although  the  latter  exists  yet 
in  a  somewhat  limited  degree.  Aye,  poaching  is 
gey  hard  to  throttle,  even  amid  the  silence 
of  these  quiet  dales,  once  peopled  by  the  most 
daring  spirits  that  ever  sounded  a  war  cry,  about 
the  time  that  the  bold  Buccleuch  carried  off 


Kinmont  Willie  from  the  Castle  at  Carlisle.  It 
is  averred  that  the  said  Old  Wat  of  Buccleuch 
deserved  the  honour  of  "  the  neck  garter  "  just 
as  much  as  poor  Johnny  Armstrong  of 
Gilnockie,  the  famous  freebooter,  who  was  hanged 
by  King  Jamie  the  Fifth  of  Scotland,  at  Carlen- 
rigg,  near  Hawick,  in  1530.  Yet  even  now,  such 
is  the  talismanic  influence  surrounding  the  name 
of  the  chief  of  Gilnockie  that  a  memorial  stone 
was  erected  to  his  memory,  at  the  head  of  the 
river  Teyiot,  in  October  last,  the  Rev.  A.  H. 
Dinwoodie,  minister  of  Teviothead,  presiding  at 
the  gathering  when  the  memorial  was  unveiled. 
Apologies  for  absence  were  received  from  Lord 
Armstrong,  Lord  Napier  and  Ettrick,  Professor 
Campbell  Eraser,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Borland- Yarrow, 
and  Mr.  Andrew  Lang. 

Deplorable  as  many  of  the  incidents  of  those 
semi-barbarous  days  were,  one  should  not  be  too 
severe  on  either  the  men  or  their  morals,  as  if 
en  )«o.s.se  they  were  no  better  than  common  thieves 
and  ordinary  robbers,  rather  let  them  be  looked 
on  as  Wordsworth  did : 

Heoause  the  good  old  rule 
Sufficeth  them,  the  simple  plan, 

That  they  should  take  who  have  the  power, 
And  they  should  keep  who  can. 

The  property  of  the  last  of  the  bold  Armstrong's 
is  now  possessed  by  another  family.  The  chief 
of  the  clan  Scott,  when  he  received  his  dukedom, 
was  reminded  by  his  sovereign  of  some  of  his 
capers  enacted  on  the  Border,  in  some  words  like 
the  following : 

Then  up  and  spake  the  noble  king — 

And  an  angry  man  I  trow  was  he — 
It  ill  becomes  ye,  bauld  Bucclew, 

To  talk  o'  rief  or  felonie  ; 
For  if  every  man  had  his  ain  cow 
A  right  poor  clan  your  name  would  be. 

Before  I  come  to  the  fish  poaching  of  between 
thirty  to  fifty  years  ago,  I  am  endeavouring  to 
describe  what  some  of  the  forefathers  of  the 
Border  men  of  the  present  day  were,  and  the 
conduct  which  prevailed  in  the  Border  counties 
some  two  centuries  ago,  in  order  to  contrast 
former  times  and  manners  with  the  law-abiding 
conduct  of  their  descendants  who  now  people  those 
old  reiving  districts.  Although  the  principal  of 
the  depredations  charged  against  the  Border  men 
was  conveying,  yet  the  art  was  not  confined  to 
cattle  alone.  One  of  the  Armstrong's  boasted  that 
"  To  steal  a  stirk  or  wear  a  score  o'  sheep 
hamewards  was  naithing,  but  to  steal  a  Icn-d  was 
the  highest  flicht  o'  a  man's  genius,  and  ought 
never  to  be  lippened  to  anyone  less  than  an 
Armstrong."  On  the  other  hand,  whenever  the 
guid  wife  of  Gilnockie  Tower  saw  in  the  kail- 
pot  a  "  heugh-bane "  of  their  own  cattle  she 
considered  it  boded  no  good,  and  was  a  sign  of 
extravagance  not  to  be  encouraged.  But  when 
hanging  at  Jedburgh  was  adopted  for  conveying 
cattle  from  one  property  to  another,  with  Jeddart 
justice  thrown  in,  i  e.,  hanging  first  and  trying 
afterwards,  the  art  of  conveying  assumed  a  totally 
different  complexion,  especially  when  this  par- 
ticular Armstrong,  who  stood  6ft.  5in.  high,  with 
a  face  like  an  Adonis,  shoulders  like  a  Milo,  the 
speed  of  Mercury,  and  the  boldness  of  a  lion,  was 
thrown  into  Jedburgh  Jail  for  stealing  a  stirk, 
and  would  probably  be  hanged ;  or,  as  his  wife 
said,  "  because  a  cow,  that  kenned  nae  better, 
followed  him  frae  the  Stobbs  to  the  Hollows,  why 
it  cannot  be  the  King's  high  will  that  a  man's 
life  should  be  taken  for  a  cow's,"  or  rather  for 
stealing  a  tether,  as  the  lady  put  it,  but  of  course 
the  cow  was  at  the  end  of  the  tether.  "  Hanging, 
aye,"_  this  good  woman  soliloquised,  "  it  is  the 
practice  at  Jeddart  to  make  the  head  answer  for 
the  rest  of  the  body."  Armstrong  was  not  hanged, 
although  the  warder  of  J edburgh  Jailhad  told  him  : 

Comes  Liddesdale's  peace 

When  Armstrongs  cease. 

It  is  said  that  Armstrong  kidnapped  a  Lord  of 
the  Session  for  the  Warden  as  the  price  of  his 
release. 

The  freebooter's  opportunity  came  at  last. 
Seeing  the  door  of  the  prison  open,  he  boldly 
stepped  out,  laid  the  jailer  flat  on  his  back,  and 
calmly  set  off  for  Gilnockie  Tower,  and  nothing 
more  was  ever  heard  of  the  cow  which  "followed  " 
Armstrong  from  the  Stobbs  to  the  banks  of  the  Esk. 

Although  cattle  lifting  and  such-like  lawless- 
ness are  things  of  the  long  ago  on  the  Border, 
there  was  a  hantle  o'  law  breaking  done  in  the 
shape  of  poaching,  both  on  the  Esk  and  Liddle, 


some  fifty  years  ago  or  thereabouts.  1  can 
mention  the  names  of  a  few  old  hands  whom  I 
have  seen  when  I  was  a  mere  callant  do  some 
daring  things  in  leistering  and  shekel  netting  in 
high  daylight,  and  in  "burning  the  water"  at  night, 
about  the  time  when  a  heap  of  smuggling  took 
place,  and  the  lads  would  land  down  to  the  Esk 
and  Liddle 

From  owre  the  moor,  amang  the  heather, 

Smuggliu'  whusky  in  a  blether. 
The  most  daring  men  I  ever  knew — aU  now 
gone  to  their  last  account  —  were  the  Auld 
Heckler,  Dave  and  Bob  Armstrong,  Rob  Nicol, 
Sandy  Graham,  WuU  Hogg,  and  Tom  Foster^ 
who  were  very  seldom  taken  by  the  watchers. 
The  daylight  fishing  was  very  enjoyable,  but 
"  burning  the  water "  capped  all  for  thoroughly 
grand  rollicking  fun,  impossible  by  the  utmost 
imaginative  stretch  to  be  accused  of  tameness. 
The  bailiffs  were  few  and  far  between  in  those- 
days,  and  probably  easily  squared.  What  glorious 
bouts  those  were,  especially  the  boat  fishing !  A 
blazing  light,  a  sharp  leister,  and  plenty  of  fish  in 
the  streams,  and  there  you  had  the  essentials  for 
good  sport  of  a  most  exhilarating  character,  with 
a  30-pounder  on  the  leister  and  plenty  more  for 
the  speiring.  The  boat  was  always  launched  at 
the  head  of  a  favourite  pool,  and  only  three  men 
allowed  on  board — a  dragsman  to  heat  up  the 
cruizie,  keep  the  light  blazing,  and  throw  out  and 
lift  in  the  drag  as  the  strength  of  the  current  and 
the  regulation  of  the  speed  of  the  boat  required, 
and  an  expert  hand,  armed  with  the  gleaming 
leister,  stationed  at  each  end  of  the  boat,  which 
was  allowed  to  di-ift  down  the  stream.  The 
cruizie,  a  ponderous  heavy  iron  fire-grate,  was 
fixed  to  the  downstream  side  of  the  boat,  the 
weight  causing  the  boat  to  lean  over,  throwing  a 
brilliant  light  on  the  water,  and  making  every 
object,  even  the  smallest  trout,  visible.  Steady 
stand  the  men,  with  keen  eye,  ready  hand,  and 
poised  leister,  prepared  to  guide  the  boat  or  spear 
a  salmon.  Now  the  boat  is  over  the  fish,  and 
almost  before  you  can  mark  the  movement  the 
leister  has  dipped  in  the  river  and  a  salmon  ia 
floundering  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  The  sport 
increases,  and  the  leister  men  warm  to  their  work, 
whilst  the  spectators  on  the  bank  are  wild  with 
excitement,  and  shouting  and  laughing;  but  not 
a  word  escapes  the  men  in  the  boat,  they  are  too 
deeply  absorbed  in  their  work. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  MAY  FLY  IS  UP  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas,  writing  from  Mullingar 
(Westmeath  Lakes),  says :  "  The  May  Fly,  or 
Green  Drake,  has  been  making  its  appearance  on 
Lough  Ennell  for  the  past  few  days,  and  I  antici- 
pa,te  that  by  the  time  this  note  appears  in  the 
Pishing  Gazette  the  dapping  season  will  be  fairly 
inaugurated.  Reports  have  reached  me  that  a 
few  fish  were  taken  on  Monday.  I  picked  up 
about  a  dozen  flies  on  Lake  Shore,  and  enclose  a 
few  specimens.  Everthing  so  far  points  to  a 
splendid  fishing  season." 

The  rise  of  the  May  Fly  in  our  southera 
streams  is  anxiously  awaited,  and  any  information 
which  our  readers  may  be  able  to  give  as  to  its 
appearance  will  be  extremely  welcome. 


The  Wae  between  the  United  States  anD' 
Spain. — It  has  been  very  gratifying  to  note  that 
public  feeling  in  this  countiy  is  overwhelmingly 
in  favour  of  the  United  States  in  her  war  with 
Spain.  We  have  been  expecting  some  informa- 
tion about  the  rainbow  trout  from  Major  Fred 
Mather,  but  as  will  be  seen  fi-om  this  note  from 
the  Albany  Express  of  April  28,  he  has  been  too 
busy  with  war  fever  to  reply :  "  Major  Frederick 
Mather,  of  Brooklyn,  one  of  the  most  entertaining 
writers  on  "  Forest  and  Stream,"  is  in  town,  and 
has  offered  his  services  to  the  State.  Major 
Mather  was  an  officer  in  the  famous  Seventh 
Artillery,  commanded  the  colour  company  at 
Petersburg,  and  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Loyal  Legion.  He  is  a  bom  and  bred  Albanian, 
and  one  of  her  very  best  soldiers."  Major  Mather 
tells  us  he  is  raising  a  regiment  of  volunteers. 
He  say :  "  I  am  working  hard,  for  I  will  be  too 
old  for  the  next  war,  and  this  is  my  last  chance  to 
serve  my  country.  During  our  civil  war  I  served 
nearly  three  years,  and  now  that  the  war  drums 
are  beating  I  feel  that  I  must  again  get  into- 
harness.    This  is  why  I  have  not  written." 


Ma^t  14,  1898] 
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THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
The  most  interesting  item  in  connection  with  Monday's 
meeting,  over  which  Mr.  C.  Stallibrasj  presided,  was 
undoubtedly  the  announcement  that  the  committee  had 
been  able  to  acquire  by  purchase  a  magnificent  specimen 
of  a  Thames  trout,  caught  some  years  ago  (to  be  exact,  on 
May  20,  1883)  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  Ross  Faulkner,  a  member 
of  the  society,  whose  untimely  end  was  recorded  in  the 
press  some  few  weeks  back.  Thanks  to  Dr.  Brunton,  this 
fish  was  secured  at  a  sale  of  the  effects  of  the  deceased 
gentleman  named.  It  was  taken  at  Molesey  Weir,  and 
weighed  141b.  lOoz.  It  ia  unnecessary  to  add  that  it  will 
form  a  very  handsome  and  welcome  addition  to  the  list  of 
fine  speeimen  trout  which  the  museum  already  contains. 
Satisfactory  reports  of  sport  were  somewhat  meagre,  on 
account  chiefly  of  the  unfavourable  weather  experienced. 
A  number  of  members  had  visited  sundry  wat  srs  at  the 
beginning  of  the  month,  and  although  fair,  and  in  some 
instances  large,  bags  were  made,  the  fish  ran  small,  no 
capture  of  any  special  size  being  notified.  The  society's 
waters  had,  however,  benefited  largely  by  the  late  rains, 
and,  with  the  growth  of  aquatic  vegetation,  it  is  con- 
fidently expected  that  matters  piscatorial  will  receive  a 
Auch  needed  fillip.  It  was  stated,  inter  alia,  that  Mr. 
Horace  H.  Brown  had  spotted  a  May  Fly  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bricketwood,  and  if  such  should  have  been  the  case  it 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  rise  will  be  an  early  one 
this  season.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher,  for  once  in  a  way, 
omitted  to  record  the  temperature  of  the  water  he  last 
fished,  but  his  opinion  is  that  it  does  not  matter  half  as 
much  for  trout  as  for  coarse  fish  what  degree  is  marked  on 
the  thermometer  when  submerged  in  a  stream .  Mr.  W. 
Edmonds_  referred  to  the  recent  story  of  Mr.  M.  de 
Cpurcy's  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  anent  the  loves  of  a  jack 
and  trout,  and  mentioned  that  he  had  seen  exactly  the 
same  thing  going  on  in  a  river  he  had  been  to.  It  would 
appear,  therefore,  that  the  circumstance  of  Esox  and  one 
of  the  Fario  tribe  hobnobbing  and  flirting  in  a  most  pro- 
nounced fashion  is  not  eo  extremely  uncommon  after  all. 
A  pattern  of  Mr.  C.  Walker's  Corixa  was  critically 
inspected  by  some  gentlemen  present,  and  the  general 
_view_  seemed  to  be  that  it  was  very  much  like  a  fly ; 
infinitely  more  so,  in  fact,  than  many  of  the  so-called 
mouches  freely  used  by  some  of  the  best  sportsmen  when 
out  trouting.  The  question  of  allowing  it  to  be  used  on 
the  Ver,  Kenmet,  and  Moor  stream  vnll  be  decided  at  a 
committee  meeting  to  be  held  on  Monday  week.  By  the 
way,  Dr.  Chas.  Patterson  has  evolved  froii  the  three-hook 
"  terror  "  a  very  taking  looking— fly,  shall  I  call  it— well 
lure,  and  it  should  prove  quite  as  effective  as  the  barrec 
article  with  the  leash  of  hooks.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  a  well  attended  meeting  on  May  10,  Mr.  James 
Tayler  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Saunders  reported  two  brace  of 
trout  from  Yorkshire ;  Mr.  Parker,  a  quantity  of  dabs 
from  Southend  (largest  fish,  IJlb.) ;  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  dabs 
from  Southend ;  Mr.  Canton,  large  quantity  of  flat  fish 
from  Newhaven  ;  Messrs.  Close,  ConneUan,  Gill,  Napper, 
Rabbit,  Woodruff,  and  Wright,  a  quantity  of  small  trout 
and  dace  from  Hertford  (all  returned) ;  Mr.  Close,  a  trout 
of  lib.  SJoz.  from  Chesham ;  Messrs.  Norman  and  MauU, 
a  quantity  of  dabs  and  plaice  from  Newhaven;  Mr. 
Houghton,  in  company  with  Mr.  Tayler,  a  trout  of  IJlb. 
from  Chesham,  together  with  several  smaller  fish 
(returned) ;  and  Dr.  Brunton,  ten  brace  of  sea  trout  (land- 
locked). It  was  resolved  that  "the  dry  fly  only  be  used 
after  June  30  in  each  year  on  the  society's  water  at 
Chesham."  From  April  1  to  June  30  in  each  year  the 
wet  fly  is  allowed.  One  fly  only  on  each  cast.  By  the 
wet  fly  ii  meant  "any  ordinary  recognised  dry  fly  fished 
wet."  Papers  on  sea  fishing  were  postponed  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  hour.  Alex.  Weight. 


CENTRAL    ASSOCIATION    OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

_  The  oineteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion was  held  last  week  at  their  headquarters,  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C,  and 
delegates  from  most  of  the  leading  clubs  of  London 
attended  ;  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  (president)  occupied  the 
chair.  From  the  balance-sheet,  it  appeared  a  vast  amount 
of  useful  work  had  been  accomplished  during  the  past 
season,  and  the  auditors  (Mr.  T.  Crumpleu  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore)  warmly  praised  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts 
were  kept,  and  the  way  in  which  the  money  had  been 
expended,  particularly  as  regards  the  fisheries  of  the 
association,  which  would  now  more  than  hold  their  own 
against  those  of  any  association  in  England  similarly 
constituted,  both  as  regards  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  fish  taken,  and  the  cost  at  which  good  sport  was 
provided  for  their_  members.  And  in  reference  to  this 
matter  a  delegate  inquired  if  there  was  any  idea  of  grant- 
ing to  members  of  the  ether  association  the  privilege  of 
fishing  the  Central  waters.  In  reply,  it  was  stated  there 
was  no  intention  of  doing  anything  of  the  kind.  Central 
members  did  not  wish  to  go  to  other  useless  and  depleted 
fisheries,  neither  did  they  propose  for  their  excellent 
waters  to  be  over-run. 

That  the  association  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  was 
shown  by  the  number  of  clubs  which  have  enrolled  with  it 
during  the  year,  as  well  as  by  the  annual  and  progressive 
increas3  of  members,  the  privilege  tickets  issued  last  season 
being  the  greatest  in  the  twenty  years'  history  of  the 
association. 

The  report  of  the  representative  to  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  an  institution  to  which  the  associa- 
tion now  subEcribes  more  largely  than  any  other  body  of 
anglerp,  is  always  received  with  much  interest,  and  the 
announcement  that  that  excellent  society  had  placed  several 


tons  of  good  stock  fith  in  the  river  during  the  year,  and  was 
likely  to  add  more  shortly,  gave  unqualified  satisfaction. 
The  annual  donation  of  ten  guineas  to  the  T.A.P.S.  was 
again  unanimously  voted,  and  the  delegates  were  urged, 
whenever  practicable,  to  bring  its  claims  under  the  notice 
of  their  clubs. 

The  Battersea  Piscatorials,  meeting  at  the  Winstanley 
Arms,  Winstanley-road,  Clipbam  Junction,  were  enrolled, 
their  delegates,  Mes-rs.  Painter  and  Tringham,  who 
attended,  having  fully  sitisfied  the  meeting  that  their 
rales  were  in  accordance  with  those  of  the  association. 

The  election  of  officers  was  -then  proceeded  with,  and 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  wis  enthusiastically  re-elected  to  the 
presidential  chair.  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  (Friendly 
Anglers,  and  West  London  A.C.),wa3  unanimously  chosen 
vice-prcsident  in  succession  to  Mr.  Goodwins^  whose 
health  and  business  prevented  him  accepting  the  nomina- 
tion on  the  present  occasion,  and  to  whom  a  vote  of  thanks 
wa«  conveyed  for  his  past  services.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  was 
warmly  cheered  on  being  re-elected  secretary,  and  the 
president  congratulated  the  association  on  having  so  able 
an  ofiBcer  to  serve  them.  Mr.  Wade,  in  returning  thanks, 
said  h-s  work  was  quite  a  libour  of  love,  for  the  committee 
were  all  practical  anglers,  and  no  faddist  among  them, 
their  only  thought  being  the  welfare  of  the  association,  to 
whose  interests,  being  those  of  anglers  in  general,  they 
were  all  thorough'y  devoted.  The  following  constitute 
the  committee,  the  great  majority  of  them  having  served 
last  year:  Messrs.  C.  Watling  (Graat  Northern),  F. 
Williams  (Silver  Trout),  J.  Smith  and  H.  Patman  (Ber- 
mondsey  Brothers),  J.  Poole  (Izaak  Walton),  J.  Levein 
(Friendship),  G.  Merry  (Amicable  Waltonians),  R.  Clark 
(Silver  Trout),  W.  Lawes  (United  Brothers),  G.  Greg 
(Drayton  Park),  G.  Holder  (Royal  George),  F.  Marshall 
(Camden).  Messrs.  C.  Watlmg,  J.  Smith,  G.  Merry, 
F.  Vanhegan,  J.  Levein,  G.  Haynes,  and  W.  J.  Wade 
were  appointed  on  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Committee  ; 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  accepting  the  post  of  auditor  to  that 
society,  the  trustees  were  re-elected,  and  also  Mr.  J.  Smith 
as  tyler. 

Mr.  C.  Watling,  in  returning  thanks  for  re-election  as 
visiting  ofiicer,  said  the  visits  had  been  thoroughly  well 
supported,  and  at  the  last  one— that  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers— thirty-four  clubs  were  represented.  It  was 
intended  to  suspend  the  visits  during  August  and  Sep- 
tsmber,  as  anglers  preferred  out-of-door  recreation  during 
the  hot  weather. 

The  fisheries  of  the  association  have  been  arranged  for, 
and  further  suitable  waters  wiO,  if  possible,  be  rented. 
A  special  competition  is  to  take  place  at  Amberley  on 
Aug.  28,  when  the  Emden  ten  guinea  cup  will  be  finally 
competed  for,  in  addition  to  a  large  number  of  other 
prizes,  the  distribution  of  which  is  fixed  for  Sept.  26,  and 
of  which  particulars  will  be  shortly  announced.  The 
association  having  aided  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital  by 
the  former  competition,  it  is  intended  on  this  occasion 
that  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  shall 
benefit  by  the  match.  There  was  a  lengthy  agenda,  and 
matters  relative  to  privilege  tickets,  additional  stations, 
and  the  like,  came  before  the  delegates  for  consideration. 
The  following  sums  have  been  received  :  Mr.  G.  H.  Shep- 
herd, 10s.  6d.  for  T.A.P.S. ;  Brothers  Well  Met,  10s. 
for  T.A.P.S. ;  Bermondsey  Brothers'  A.B.S.  box,  18s.  8i. : 
Grange  A.S.  box  for  T.A.P.S.,  21s.,  and  A.B.S.  box, 
13s.  6d. ;  Islington  Brothers,  lOs.  for  T.A.P.S.,  and  10s. 
for  Re-stocking  Fund. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  president  and  vice- 
president  brought  the  proceedings  to  a  close. 

Hon.  Reporter.  . 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  Cannon-street  Hotel,  May  11,  1898,  Mr.  G.  Read 
Clarke  occupied  the  chair.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of 
Dr.  Pattsrson,  hon.  sec,  Mr.  E.  Linfoot  acted  as  secretary. 
Mr.  Wood,  at  Deal  (from  pier),  a  few  dabs.  Three  other 
fithermen  caught  a  fair  amount.  Water  very  thick.  Also 
caught  a  codling  about  ^Ib.,  full  of  food,  including  a  small 
rockling  about  4in.  in  length.  Mr.  Tucker  reported  fish- 
ing at  Dover  was  very  good  for  pollack ;  some,  61b.  in 
weight,  caught  off  East  Cliff,  bottom  fishing  on  hand-line. 
The  ehairman  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker, 
relating  his  fishing  experiences  at  Southend,  stating  that 
on  Saturday  he  fished  with  Mr.  Handley,  and  their  united 
take  was  41b.  2oz. ;  and  on  Monday,  with  Mr.  Handley, 
jun.,  it  was  a  better  day,  and  caught  14lb.  Mr.  Wheeler 
exhibited  a  specimen  of  the  sea  horse  under  the  microscope. 
Mr.  Browning  reported  fishing  off  pier  at  Deal ;  very  poor 
sport.  Dr.  Ladell  sent  a  letter  to  hon.  sec,  stating  that 
he  had  been  fishing  at  Dover,  and  caught  a  small  conger, 
several  codling,  and  whiting  pout ;  fair  fishing  for  this  time 
of  year,  clam  being  favourite  baits.      Edwin  Lixfoot. 


WARRINGTON  ANGLERS'  ASSO  CI ATION, 
ROEBUCK  HOTEL,  BRIDGE-STREET. 
The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  above 
association  was  held  on  Thursday,  May  5,  at  headquarters, 
Mr.  J.  Lyon  Whittle  presiding  over  a  fuU  attendance. 
Fourteen  new  members  were  accepted.  The  secretary, 
Mr.  P.  Knight,  reported  that  the  foot-bridge,  which  had 
been  constructed  over  the  mouth  of  the  Sow  brook,  at 
Lymm,  was  a  very  substantial  one,  and  exactly  suited  to 
the  recpirementfl  of  the  members  who  fish  there.  It  was 
also  resolved  "  That  the  boundary  of  the  extent  of  the 
club's  rights  in  reference  to  the  Lymm  water  be  marked 
out  and  fences  put  down."  Through  the  kindness  of  our 
worthy  chairman  the  association  intends  hatching  10,000 
trout  ova  next  year,  the  results  to  be  eventually  placed  in 
different  portions  of  the  river  Gowy.  Weed  cutting  is 
again  to  be  undertaken  shortly  in  the  association  length  of 
the  river  at  Mickle  Trafford.  Mr.  Thomas  Boscow,  Ring-o- 


Bells  Inn,  was  granted  permission  to  register  fish  weighed- 
in  by  members.  The  annual  fishing  contests  in  connection 
with  the  society  will  ba  hsld  as  follows  :  First  match,  at 
Beeston  Castle,  on  Thursday,  Aug.  18;  and  the  second 
match  at  Mollington,  on  Saturday,  Aug.  20  ;  both  matches 
to  be  competed  for  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal.  No 
member  will  be  allowed  to  fish  in  both  matches. 

Fred.  J.  Ejisox. 


THE  NEW  CUMNOCK  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
The  recent  prize  competition  of  the  above  assooiatioa 
was  held  on  the  Deugh,  the  Ken,  and  the  Glenmuir.  The 
first,  second,  and  third  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs.  J. 
Nisbet,  W.  McCall,  and  A.  McAtie  respectively.  The 
first  two  fished  the  Deugh,  at  Carsphairn,  the  last  the 
Ken.  The  first  prize  catch  was  151b.  8koz.  The  Deugh 
provided  the  most  as  well  as  the  biggest  fish.  The 
heaviest  single  fish,  captured  by  Mr.  Robert  Shankland, 
weighed  lib.  8Joz. 


Fine  round  waters  are  now  the  order  of  the  day  all 
over  the  North.  The  Dee  is  in  capital  trim,  and  sport 
has  been  bright  since  Friday  on  almost  every  reach  from 
the  mouth  upwards.  Fish  have  been  got  on  some  of  the 
lower  waters  where  they  have  not  been  since  a  few  weeks 
after  the  opening.   


A  great  many  changes  take  place  just  now.  The  spring 
leases  just  expire,  and  the' summer,  and  often  summer 
and  autumn,  leases  begin.  On  the  Ballogie  waters  Mr. 
E.  Drummond  has  had  a  fairly  good  season,  while  Capt. 
Gaskell,  on  the  Inchmarlo  and  Kineskie  waters,  landed 
thirty-four  salmon  up  to  Saturday  last. 


Mr.  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  Banchory,  has  the  Com- 
monty  on  hand  for  May,  June,  and  July,  where  a  summer 
salmon  or  grilse  is  a  dead  certainty,  and  where  the  trouting, 
when  there  are  no  salmon  about,  is  the  best  on  the  Dee. 
To  anyone  on  the  look  out  for  quiet  out  of  the  world 
quarters  Mr.  Smith's  is  the  place. 


They  are  getting  sjme  grand  sport  up  the  Olentana  way 
since  the  floods  settled.  Sir  WUliam  Brooks  and  Mr.  P. 
Laming  had  seven  fish  apiece  on  Thursday,  and  six  on 
^riday,  scaling  from  71b.  to  22lb.  in  weight.  The  Cambns 
O  May  waters  are  also  doing  well. 

Incidents  of  the  great  spate  are  everywhere  spoken 
about.    The  Feugh,  a  mountain  feeder  of  the  Dee,  was 
never  known  to  have  been  so  high,  the  waters  breaking 
over  a  great  rock  on  the  north  side  of  the  Brig  o'  Feugh 
where  waters  were  never  seen  before.  ' 


The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  are  only 
£16  16s.  6d.  behind  last  year's  returns  at  this  date. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  last  year  was  the  worst  on 
record,  and,  if  things  do  not  mend,  the  present  spring 
saJmon  fishings  bids  fair  to  put  last  year  in  the  shade. 
Salmon  have  been  selling  dearer  this  year  than  last,  and 
it  the  returns  be  measured  by  pound  for  pound  the  results 
will  appea,r  even  worse.  What  is  tru9  of  the  Harbour 
Bc.ird  at  Aberdeen  applies  to  the  east  coast  generally. 


A  large  frog,  measuring  about  6in.  long  and  several 
bread,  was  discovered  in  a  watsr  pipe  in  Abardeen  last 
week.  It  was  considerably  malformed,  as  if  it  had  had  a 
terrible  struggle  with  its  surroundings. 

April  on  Deeside  was  by  far  the  wettest  month  of  that 
name  since  1871,  when  the  total  registered  rainfall  was 
4^in.  In  1879,  Sfin.  were  recorded,  and  this  ia  the  nearest 
approach  to  it.  From  the  abundance  of  water  we 
anticipate  a  good  early  summer's  angling  for  grilse  and 
trout. 


Grilse  usually  make  their  appearance  some  weeks  before 
1:3  time,  but  as  yet  there  are  no  signs  of  any  on  the  coast. 
No  doubt  the  March  storms  are  to  blame,  as  the 
temperature  was  then  very  low.    In  fact,  winter  came 
some  months  behind  time. 


A  tairly  good  run  of  sea  trout  is  presently  being  met 
with  on  the  East  Coast.  Some  ninety  fish  were  exposed 
by  one  salesman  alone  one  day  last  week,  and  the  con- 
signments have  kept  up  pretty  well  since  then.  This  is  a 
pleasing  contrast  to  what  has  been  the  case  hitherto  since 
the  season  opened,  when  they  were  often  a  minus  nuantitv 
entirely.   

Some  of  the  bums  have  been  all  the  better  for  the  late 
spate.  Especially  is  this  the  case  with  the  Culter  bum, 
which  joins  the  Dee  some  eight  mUes  from  its  mouth,  and 
whioh  was  m  such  a  disgraceful  state  all  the  early  spring 
through  as  to  call  for  the  intervention  of  the  antborities. 
However,  the  work  was  better  done  by  the  three  days' 
flood,  when  the  stream  ran  higher  than  it  has  been  known 
to  do  for  the  past  twenty  years. 


A  spurit  dealer  of  the  female  sex  was  fined  for  having 
too  much  water  in  her  stock  cask  in  Aberdeen  last  week. 
This  18  the  first  case  of  the  kind  in  the  north,  and  she  got 
off  with  a  fine  of  20s.    It  was  pleaded  that  the  "grog" 
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was  preferred  to  the  stronger  stuff  by  her  customers,  who 
were  chiefly  anglers  and  waterside  men,  but  the  excuse 
would  not  go  down.  The  magistrate  who  tried  the  case 
\vinked  the  other  eye  when  anglers  were  mentioned.  He 
luGw  by  experience  that  the  fraternity  had  a  decided 
objection  to  pay  for  and  carry  water  in  their  flasks  when 
it  could  at  all  times  be  mixed  to  taste  on  the  spot. 


'I'he  sketch  plans  of  the  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  Aberdeen  are  meantime  under  consideration. 
Mr.  Rust,  the  city  architect,  has  prepared  them.  The 
buildings  will  cost  some  £9000,  and  will  take  some  six 
months  in  erecting.  The  incloeure  will  occupy  some 
twenty  acres  of  the  Queen's  Links  behind  the  bathing 
station.   


A  diamond  brooch  was  lost  last  year  by  Mrs.  Bussell,  of 
Aden,  when  on  a  visit  to  Pitfour  House,  Bast  Aberdeen- 
shire. Last  week  it  was  found  by  a  workman  when 
tidying  up  the  walk  just  opposite  the  grand  entrance, 
where  it  must  have  been  passed  and  repassed  by  many 
since  that  time.  The  workman  was  handsomely  rewarded. 

This  incident  recalls  to  mind  a  similar  one  which 
recurred  some  short  lime  ago  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee. 
Tn  running  a  fish  on  the  Commonty  water,  a  gentleman 
di'opped  a  diamond  ring  valued  at  £80.  He  and  the 
keeier  searched  for  days,  but  without  success.  Two 
years  after,  the  keeper  was  with  another  gentleman  on 
the  same  water,  and  happened  to  remark  that  they  were 
about  the  exact  spot  where  Capt.  Mennie  had  dropped  his 
ring,  and,  giving  the  sand  a  turn  over  with  the  side  of  his 
fcot,  he  actually  turned  up  the  lost  ring.  A  five  pound 
note  was  enclosed  in  the  letter  of  thanks  for  the  keeper's 
lucky  find,  who  asserted  that  he  had  turned  over  every 
ounce  of  sand  for  yards  ia  and  around  the  spot  several 
times  previous  to  that  accidental  kick. 

Special  Scotch. 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday 
evening  last,  May  5.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  R. 
Holding  occupied  the  vice-chair.    The  meeting  was  well 


attended.  The  president,  in  opening  the  meeting, 
referred  to  the  loss  the  aseociation  had  sustained  in  the 
sad  death  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Hall,  who  had  been  so  closely  con- 
nected with  the  association  since  its  formation.  He  also 
spoke  to  the  good  work  Mr.  Hall  had  been  identified  with, 
and  also  to  the  position  the  deceased  gentletran  had  held, 
with  credit  to  himself  and  an  honour  to  the  association. 
Other  gentlemen  spoke  to  the  good  work  done  by  Mr. 
Hall  duting  the  past  twelve  years,  and  of  the  esteem 
which  all  members  of  the  association  had  for  him.  The 
secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  a  letter  oE  condolence 
to  his  widow,  sympathising  with  her  in  her  bereavement. 
Messrs.  Coles,  Dance,  and  White  gave  in  a  report  of  their 
interview  with  the  Birmingham  representative  of  the 
Midland  Railway  Compxny.  The  report  went  to  show 
that  there  was  every  possibility  of  the  company,  if 
properly  approached,  making  a  reduction  in  the 
present  rate  of  fares.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  it 
was  resolved  to  memorialise  the  company  upon  this 
important  matter,  and  that  the  mattsr  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  Messrs.  Coles,  Dance,  and  White,  who  were  instructed 
to  draw  up  the  memorial  as  soon  as  possible,  and  forward 
it  to  the  company  mentioned,  with  the  signatures  of  the 
whole  of  the  committee  and  chief  oflicers  of  the  association. 
The  important  matter  of  fixing  a  fine  upon  the  members 
of  the  association  for  taking  a  fish  under  the  association 
limits  was  discussed  at  some  length,  when  it  was  resolved : 
"  That  any  member  found  with  any  dead  fish  upon  him 
under  the  association  size,  without  giving  a  satisfactory 
explanation,  shall  be  fined  Id.  for  each  fish."  It  was  also 
resolved  :  ' '  That  any  member  of  the  association  being  a 
witness  to  any  member  Itaking  undersized  fish,  or  having 
them  in  his  possession,  he  shall  report  the  matter  to  the 
club  to  which  the  member  belongs,  who  shall  have  power 
to  deal  with  the  matter  ;  and  that  any  member  so  detected 
shall  be  brought  before  his  club  and  fined  according  to  the 
number  of  undersized  fish  foundin  his  possession,  all  fines  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  general  association  secretary,  and  all 
fines  to  go  to  the  funds  of  the  association . ' '  Trout  fishing  has 
been  very  quiet  during  the  last  week  or  so,  and  nothing  of 
any  importance  has  been  done  worth  recording,  although 
a  good  number  of  our  members  have  been  out  to  both 
public  and  private  waters.  The  chief  public  water  that  we 
have  access  to  is  the  Severn,  and  the  chief  place  that  is 
most  patronised  is  Hampton  Lode.  This  is  considered  by 
our  members  as  their  "  happy  hunting  ground."  Any 
time  of  the  week  we  are  sure  to  find  a  few  of  our  members 
in  this  vicinity,  trout  fishing.  Some  good  fish  are  to  be 
found  near  to  the  ford  and  ferry-boat.  Nothing  extra 
has  been  done  of  any  importance  so  far  this  season  ;  but  it 
is  early  yet,  and  I  hope  to  hear  of  better  sport  being  had 


in  this  district  before  long.  Very  few  anglers  have  been 
Out  coarse  fishing,  as  they  are  beginning  to  see  the  evil 
effects  of  taking  fish  when  they  should  be  left  to  increase, 
and  so  provide  sport  in  the  future  and  at  the  proper 
season.  The  clubs  who  rent  water  have  stopped  the 
fishing  until  June  15  next. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

The  weather  of  the  past  week  has,  oa  the  whole,  been 
favourable  for  most  kinds  of  angling  on  Derbyshire 
streams,  and  visitors  have  been  tolerably  numerous  to 
them.  Fly  anglers  have  done  much  better  than  at  any 
other  part  of  the  present  season,  and  a  goodly  number  of 
fish  have  been  taken  by  them,  and  also  by  bottom  fishers 
and  trollers.  The  waters — somewhat  low  for  this  time  of 
the  year — have  been  in  excellent  condition,  and  fish  have 
been  abundant  in  most  streams.  On  the  Wye,  between 
Rowsley,  Haddon  Hall,  and  Bakewell,  there  has  been  on 
most  days  about  the  full  number  of  rods  allowed,  and 
some  good  baskets  have  been  made,  the  fish  rising  pretty 
freely  between  twelve  and  four  o'clock.  Satisfactory  sport 
has  also  been  had  on  the  river  between  Bakewell,  Ash- 
ford,  Monsal  Dale,  Cressbrook,  and  Miller's  Dale,  where 
some  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  captured  both  by  fly  sn  I 
bottom  fishing ;  and  several  brace  have  been  killed  on  the 
higher  lengths,  by  Blackwell  and  Ashwood  Dales.  There 
have  been  a  few  anglers  on  that  lovely  mountain  stream, 
the  Goyt,  and  several  decent  creels  have  been  made  on 
the  several  lengths  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
Miss  Grimshaw,  and  Col.  Cotton  Jodrell,  by  favoured 
visitors,  who  found  the  trout  fairly  plentiful,  but  not  vary 
large.  Most  of  the  reaches  of  the  Dove  have  had  numerous 
anglers  on  them  during  the  week,  and,  as  a  rnle,  good 
sport  has  been  met  with.  Some  nice  baskets  have 
been  made  on  the  Dove  Dale  waters  ;  and  on  the 
higher  lengths,  by  Load  Mill,  Beresford  Dale, 
and  Hartington,  very  fair  sport  has  been  had.  On 
the  neighbouring  stream,  the  Manifold,  a  few  anglers 
have  had  good  sport,  and  several  nice  lots  of  fish  hive 
been  taken  there,  all  of  fair  size.  The  Derwent  has  been 
well  patronised  on  most  of  its  lengths.  Between  the 
villige  of  Derwent-Ohapel,  Ashopton,  and  Yorkshire 
Bridge  several  tolerably  good  creels  have  been  made,  ani 
very  satisfactory  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Bamford, 
Sickleholme,  and  Hathersage  waters  by  ssveral  anglers  ; 
and  also  on  the  Calver  and  Baslow  lengths,  where  good 
sized  fish  have  teen  taken.  Anglers  have  been  fairly 
numerous  on  the  Chatsworth  waters,  and  some  good 
creels  have  been  made,  both  on  the  Park  lengths  and  on 
the  reaches  by  Calton  and  Beely.  Fish  up  to  21b.  and 
2|lb.  have  been  killed  there.    The  .Darley  Dale  poitions 


TI^OXJT 

Were  taken  (m  '96)  on  one  of  our  Special  Tapered  Single  Gut  Casts  (3yds.),  suet  as  we  are  now  selling  at  lOs.  6d.  a  dozen. 

THE  "IDEAL"  MAY  FLY, 

The  most  lifelike  yet  produced.    Detached  body,  soft  as  the  natural  fly.    Unsinkable.    Quickly  dried.    Always  alights  in  an  erect  position. 

Kills  when  all  others  fail. 

MXJlL.TXJM:-I3>J-r»AR.VO    TROXJT    n.OI3S,   £1  IS. 

OGDEN  &,  SCOTFORD, 

Manufacturers  of  First  Class  RODS,  FLIES,  and  CASTS, 
19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.,  and  at  CHELTENHAM, 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVBBTI8B  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JODRflAL 

Charga  very  moderate. 
Address:  King  Street,  AlfretoD. 

Visitors  vtnshmg  to  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  River  Dart,  where  capital  Iron' 
ftnd  Salmon  Fiahingi  b  obtainable, 
SHOULD  ADVEETISH  IN  THB 

TOTNES  TIMES, 

Published  Friday  Evening. 
14  usoris,  6d.;  30  wordt,  li.,  prepaid. 
Offices  :  Pore  Street.  Totnes. 


A.ngiers  wishing  to  obisin 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUS! 
ACCOMMODATION 

¥or  Pishing  the  Dove  S  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVEBTIBB  IN 

The  Ashboarne  News  k  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanttd  AdvU.y  18  toordf,  6d. ;  80  xBordt,  li.,  prepaid 
Addrsss:  News  Office,  Asbbonrne 


FOR  PRESERYIHG 


As  supplied  by  all 
Chemists,  or  direct  from 


SCHERING'S 
FORMALIN 


The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd., 


J^ondon,  B.C. 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON  W. 

Situated  in  the  moat  Fashionable,  Oonvenlent,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near-  the  Best  Shops,  &c. 

Modern  Improvements.    Moderate  Tariff- 

Wedding  Receptions.  Regimental  and  Club  Dinners,-  (Lg. 


CLOTH  BINDINQ  CASES  FOE  THE  FISHINO  QAZETTE 

OAN  BB  HAD  AT  THB 

PUBLISHING   OFFICE.    BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.C. 
Priet  »t.  9*.  Pott- free  «•.««. 


WESTERN  GUARDIAN. 

Uid^Weeily  Journal  for  the  Western  DUtriet. 
Published  Wednesdays  &  Thursdays.  Price  Id 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 
SEA  and  BIVEB  FISHING,  SHOOTING. 
HUNTING,  SAILING  and  BOATING,  in  the 
South  Devon  District,  throaghont  whloh  the 
Watern  €htardian  clrcnlates. 

Advertiting  Charget  ifoderatt. 
Head  Offices:  Totnei,  Devon. 

Anglen  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

Vol  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour. 

SHOULD  ADVBBTI8B  IN 

The  ObserTer&  Chronicle  tor  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  adverts.,  26  words  for  la.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bouraemoutb. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o, 

SHOULD  ADVBBTISI  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE, 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridga 
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of  the  river,  both  above  and  below  Darley  Bridge,  have 
yielded  several  good  baskets  bnth  to  fly  and  bottom 
fishers ;  and  several  lengths  of  the  Matlock  Waters,  between 
Cawder  Kjilway  Bridge,  Matlock  Bath,  Cromford,  anl 
Holmesford,  have  afforded  good  and  satisfactory  sport, 
trout  np  to  2|lb.  having  been  taken.  On  the  lengths 
lower  down  by  Whatstanwell,  Alderwasley  Wcois,  and 
Ambsrgate,  both  fly  and  bottom  fishing,  particularly  the 
latter,  have  proved  succeasfol,  and  some  decent  baskets 
have  been  made.  From  the  neighbouring  Amber  several 
nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken,  and  s  ame  fair  creels  have 
bsen  mads  on  the  Ecclesbanrne.  The  Bentley  Brook  and 
the  Henmore  have  also  yielded  some  nice  lots  of  fish. 
Altogether  the  angling  on  the  Derbyshire  streams  has 
been  very  satisfactory,  and  prospects  are  good. 

PROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Mr.  Waites  secured  a  good  fish  at  Wansford  that  scaled 
about  31b.  ;  and  below  Beverley,  in  the  tidal  portion  cf  the 
river,  several  very  large  trout  have  been  seen  on  the  rise ; 
and  at  Weelferry,  last  week,  Mr.  J.  W.  Moore  caught  3Ib, 
Another  was  reported  from  Cicey  Farm  of  over  21b. 
Several  good  fish  have  also  been  noticed  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dunswell,  and  the  flounders  and  eels  are  well  ion 
the  move  in  this  part  of  *he  river.   The  Victoria  A.  S.  fish 
a  match  to-day  (Saturday)  at  Dunswell.    The  Brunswick 
A.S.  also  fish  a  match  at  Weelferry.    At  the  same  place 
on  May  21,  the  Royal  Albert  A.S.  fish  their  first  match  of 
the  season.    The  North  Myton  A.S.  will  alsi  open  their 
season  on  the  same  day  at  Figham.    The  Winestead  and 
Burstwick  Drains,  although  in  fair  condition,  are  not 
fishbg  this  season  so  weU  as  formerly,  and  the  flounders 
are  not  running  so  large  as  of  late  years;  but  the  Hull 
Amalgamated  A.  A.  have  appointed  a  committee  to  take 
mbo  consideration  the  necessity  for  re-stocking.  Keckitts' 
A.S.  opened  their  season  on  the  Burstwick  Drain,  but  met 
with  very  poor  sport.    The  prizes  won  at  the  open  match 
at  Dunswell  will  be  delivered  to  the  successful  competitors 
on  Monday  evening  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  Hull ;  and 
on  Tuesday  evening  a  special  meeting  wiU  be  held  at  the 
sa-ne  clubhouse  of  the  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society.    On  Fridiy  the  HuU  Eamblers'  Angling  As ;ocia 
tion  meet  at  headquarters  to  arrange  their  nextoutiug. 
FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
Reports  are  somewhat  conflicting  as  to  sport  obtained, 
Ihe  weather  seeming  to  be  the  most  important  factor. 
This  has  hardly  been  of  the  proverbial  May  type,  and, 
while  some  attribute  a  paucity  of  sport  to  the  prevailing 
cold  showers,  others  ascribe  their  success  to  the  dull  days 
and  a  larger  volume  of  water  in  the  rivers.    Lake  fishing 
would  appear  to  be  most  remunerative,  although  there 
have  been  some  good  baskets  of  trout  from  the  Eden, 
Lune,  and  Kent.    The  absence  of  a  close  time  for  pike 
also  enables  many  anglers  in  the  lakes  to  obtain  sport 
when  conditions  srj  adverse  to  the  taking  of  trout. 
Amongst  the  more  tuccessful  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Keswick  have  been  Messrs.  Melvin,  Stanley,  Millican, 
Hill  (Liverpool),  who  had  some  good  trout  and  pike; 
Kirby,   P.   Crosthwaite,  Robinson,  Lowther,  Hodgson 
(trout  and  pike),  and  others.    On  the  Lune,  Kent,  and  its 
tnbutanes  fair  baskets  have  been  obtained  by  local 
aiglers  and  visitors;  and  the  Rev.  X.  Rhodes,  Mr 
Torbock,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Whitehead  have  had  from  fifteen 
to  thirty  fish  each.    The  weather  continues  wet  and 
stormy. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Quite  a  flutter  passed  over  this  county  some  few  weeks 
ago  by  the  announcement  that  our  supply  of  live  fish  for 
stocking  purposes  was  threatened  with  stoppage,  and  then 
came  an  authorised  contradiction  of  the  statement.  This 
week  we  have  something  further  to  comfort  us;  it  is  the 
fact  that  the  owners  are  our  friends,  and  do  not  intend  to 
be  interfered  with  in  the  sale  of  live  fish,  either  for  bait 
stcckiog,  or  scientific  purposes.    Both  Mr.  Coddington 
and  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Dcgdyke,  are  determined  to  have 
no  interference  with  what  belongs  to  them  by  irrespon- 
sible officials,  who  may  probably  find  that  their  actions 
may  get  made  into  a  rod  to  chastise  them  with  by  stopping 
their  fishing.    The  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  tickets  are 
now  ready,  and  can  be  had  on  application  to  the  secretary. 
Holders  of  season  tickets  will  be  able,  on  presentation  to 
the  booking  clerks  of  their  ticket,  to  obtain  an  angler's 
ptivUege  ticket  to  any  station  to  which  there  is  a 
tare  printed  on  their  season  ticket.    Ihis  concession 
has   been  granted  by  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
and  London  and  North- Western   RaUway  Comparies. 
1  tie  programme  for  the  season  is  much  the  same  as  in 
former  years ;  there  is  the  senior  championship  for  two 
valuable  medals,  and  £25  in  cash  prizes;  the  junior 
championship  for  two  valuable  medals,  and  ether  added 
pn2es  ;  and  the  Bridgwater  challenge  shield  competition, 
in  connection  with  which  it  is  announced  that  every  club 
entering  a  t€am  will  receive  a  picture  of  the  shield  for 
trammg  ;  the  entrance  fee  can  be  paid  now  and  the  picture 
obtained  immediately,  and  the  team  tent  at  any  time  up  to 
Aug.  61 ;  several  clubs  have  already  entered  a  team.  The 
Wigan  and  District  Amalgamated  Angleis'  Associition 
ha,ye  decided  the  details  of  their  big  match  on  July  9  as 
tolJows  :  Etitrarca  fee,  Is.,  two  hours'  fishing,  drawing  to 
wmmenceat  four  o'clock;  referee,  Mr.  CounciUor  Le%i 
Booth.   The  £10  will  be  di^ided  as  foUows :  oOs.,  358 
2o^.,  20s  ,  153.,  12s.  6d.,  10s.,  two  of  7s.  6d.,  two  of  5s. 
and  three  of  23.  6d. ;  to  be  distributed  at  the  close  of  the 
match.    Ihe  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  held  a 
meeting  on  the  11th,  but  too  late  for  notice;  things  are 
wagging  wr.h  them  smoothly,  and  they  are  to  commence 
stocking  as  soon  as  they  possibly  can. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Troutmg  on  the  Lincolnshire  streams  has  not  been 
qmte  so  satisfactory  as  could  have  been  expected  after  the 
refreshing  raiLS  of  last  week,  but  the  fact  is,  cold  and 
stormy  winds  have  prevailed,  and  these  have  been  almost 
entirely  Opposed  to  successful  sport.    The  streams  how- 


ever,  are  now  in  better  condition  than  they  have  bren  since 
the  advent  of  the  season.  Several  nice  fish  have  now  and 
again  fallen  victims  to  the  skill  of  bottom  fishers  in  the 
Sleaford  district ;  and  another  method  of  capture,  namely, 
swimming  the  maggot,  has  also  bean  responsible  for  a  few 
fish,  but  fly  fishing  is  yet  out  of  the  question.  Very  little 
good  will  be  done  in  this  respect  until  we  get  some  settled 
warm  weather,  and  this  is  greatly  to  be  desired. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Those  of  our  city  anglers  who  are  so  fond  of  visiting 
Lincolnshire  will  feel  interested  in  the  following  items 
relating  to  spawning  and  prospects  of  sport.  An  authentic 
report  says :  "  We  have  had  lots  of  rain,  which  cleared 
out  a  lot_  of  accumulated  foulness.  All  kiads  of  fish 
plentiful  in  all  waters.  Pike  and  perch  have  had  an 
exceptionally  successful  season,  whilst  bream  and  roach 
have  not  been  noticed  as  giving  any  sign  of  spawning.  A 
pike  of  191b.  has  been  found  dead,  having  spavraed. 
This  would  have  been  a  nice  fish  to  deal  with  on  light 
tackle.  The  Witham  is  promising  well.  It  is  a  treat  to 
stand  on  the  banks  any  evening  and  watch  good  fish  rising 
by  thousands."  Next  Thursday,  May  19,  Dr.  Chapman 
has  promised  to  give  a  lecture  to  th^  Moss  Side  Socials 
and  their  friends  at  the  Marlborough  Hotel.  Upper  Moss- 
lane,  at  eight  o'clock  prompt.  Mr.  F.  Bibby  will 
preside  over  the  lantern  by  which  the  lecture  will 
be  lUnstrated.  Their  next  meeting,  on  the  10th,  is 
very  important.  Mr.  Leigh  wants  a  full  attendance. 
Manchester  fishermen  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  their 
old  friend,  Mr.  R.  C.  Ramshaw,  is  thoroughly  acclimatised 
at  Leeds,  to  which  town  he  removed  some  few  years  ago. 
Not  much  time  has  been  lost  in  getting  him  into  harness. 
That  is  where  he  ought  to  be.  He  was  a  worker  when 
here.  In  clubdom  very  little  is  stirring.  The  Old 
Standard  Angling  Society  held  a  meeting  on  the  9th,  and 
arranged  their  tirst  match  for  June  ISth  and  19ch,  at 
Strines,  in  the  local  canal  there.  The  Vulcan  Angling 
Society  also  are  in  evidence  with  the  date  of  their  first 
match,  which  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  July  17.  The  venue 
is  not  announced.  They  enrolled  several  new  members, 
and  the_  membership  is  now  upwards  of  thirty.  The 
interest  is  well  maintained.  It  is  with  regret  we  learn  of 
the  serious  illness  of  Mr.  Harrison,  the  esteemed  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Buckland  Club.  May  he  scon  recover. 
The  prevailing  feeling  is  that  small  clubs  are  easily 
managed,  if  compared  with  those  of  extensive  roll  calls ; 
and,  strange  to  say,  we  have  more  smaller  clubs  than  ever. 

,     ^     FROM  NORFOLK. 

inere  has  been  no  fishing  in  this  district  during  the 
past  week.  Coarse  fishing  is  about  at  a  standstill,  and 
wtU  be  till  the  fish  have  spiwned,  and  scarcely  anyone  has 
been  out  after  trout,  as  the  weather  has  been  so  wet  and 
windy  that  it  has  been  almost  impossible  to  keao  a  fly  on 
the  water.  The  "scour."  is  still  on  the  society's  wat^r  at 
Fakenham,  and  the  few  anglers  out  have  fished  the 
length  bjlow  the  town  only,  but  very  few  fish  have  been 
taken. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  adverse  to  angling  pursuits  on 
the  tributaries  of  the  Trent,  which,  through  rain,  has 
undergone  several  temporary  changes.  At  the  period  of 
writing  a  gale  was  raging,  and  indications  pointed  to  a 
further  rise  on  the  river.  At  Fiskerton  a  beautifully  pro- 
portioned trout  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  John  Cass,  of  Not- 
tingham. The  fish  weighed  41b.  2oz.,  and  it  is  being 
preserved  by  Mr.  Rose,  of  Mount-street,  in  this  city. 
Mr.  Cass  was  bottom  fishing  at  the  junction  of  the  Greet 
with  the  Trent  when  he  hooked  the  fish,  which  showed 
great  fight.  The  same  angler  was  successful  in  the  same 
district  last  spring.  Mr.  H.  Benson,  treasurer  of  the 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association,  has  creeled  several  choice 
trout  on  the  waters  rented  by  him  on  the  Greet,  on  which, 
so  far,  the  fly  fishers  have  done  but  little.  The  annaai 
general  meeting  of  the  Wellington  Society  was  held  at 
headquarters,  the  Wellington  Hotel,  on  the  night  of  the 
ot.h,  when  the  president,  Mr.  W,  Gaskell,  took  the  chair, 
^o  reporters  were  present.  I  am  informed  that  Mr. 
Gaskell  was  unanimously  re-elected  president;  and  that 
in  lieu  of  Mr.  Hootou,  who  did  not  seek  re-election.  Mr. 
W.  Gregory  was  elected  hon.  treasurer.  Mr.  H.  Spray 
retams  his  old  position  as  hon.  secretary.  Several  matters 
affecting  the  future  well  being  of  the  ciub  were  discussed, 
and  it  was  announced  that  there  was  a  sabstantial  balance 
m  hand.  The  Kelham  Club  held  a  special  meeting  on 
Monday  night  at  the  Lion  Hotel,  when  the  necessary 
arrangements  to  be  carried  out  during  the  ensuing  season 
were  decided  upon. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  recent  heavy  rains  have  made  an  appreciable 
difference  to  the  waters  of  the  Wye  and  the  Derwent,  and 
there  have  been  several  nice  flushes,  which  have  greatly 
benefited  anglers,  and  if  the  weathar  would  only  turn  a 
uttle  warmer  fly  fishing  would  be  greatly  improved. 
Some  very  nice  trout  have  been  taken  near  Rowsley,  on 
the  Wye,  by  both  London  and  Sheffield  anglers ;  but  in 
the  Derwent  fishermen  have  not  bsen  quite  so  successful 
tbeir  want  of  success  being  attributed  to  the  cold  which 
has  put  the  fish  off  their  feed.  In  the  Chatsworth  Club 
waters  the  takes  have  averaged  atout  three  brace  per  rod, 
and  the  best  results  have  been  obtained  by  the  use  of 
worms  and  maggots  as  bait.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
river  trout  of  good  size  have  lesn  taken ;  and  near 
Ambergale  and  Matlock  Bridge  satisfactory  sport  has 
been  forthcoming.  Sheffield  anglers  have  fared  very  well 
in  the  Dale  Dyke  Reservoir,  a  large  sheet  of  water 
seven  or  eight  miles  from  the  city.  The  prcspects 
for  good  fishing  are  much  rosier  this  year  than  for 
several  seasons  past,  and  as  the  number  of  rods  are 
kept  within  reasonable  limits,  those  fishermen  who  are 
able  to  obtain  tickets  should  get  some  nice  fish.  With 
maggots  a  goodly  number  of  trout  have  recently  been 
secured,  the  captures  averaging  from  ilb.  upwards.  Sport 


in  the  Hollow  Meadows  reservoir  has  been  attended  with 
good  results,  so  far  as  the  number  of  fish  is  concerned ; 
but  the  condition  of  the  trout  leaves  something  to  be 
desired,  the  reason  being  that  there  is  insufficient  natural 
food.  The  river  Sheaf  has  fornished  a  satisfactory  amount 
o5  sport  for  those  anglers  who  are  notable  to  get  faraway 
from  home.  A  good  number  of  fish  have  been  caught,  but 
they  have  nob,  as  a  rule,  run  to  any  great  the. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  his  been  stormy  all  the  week,  bnt  we  liave 
not  had  sufficient  rain  to  discolour  the  rivers,  the  water  in 
each  being  in  capital  condition,  but  1  regret  to  state  sport 
has  been  far  from  good,  either  in  the  Teme  or  Severn,  and 
some  of  our  angleis  are  giving  up  fishing  both  the  livera 
for  the  present.    Better  sport  has  been  had  on  the  clob 
waters,  and  Messrs.  Perks,  King,  Rushton,  and  others 
have  had  good  catches  of  fine  trout,  worm  and  miggot 
being  used  as  baits.    The  wind  has  prevented  the  use  of 
the  fly,  and  to-day  it  is  exceedingly  high,  almost  a 
hurricane.    Salmon  fishing  in  the  Severn  about  as  bad  a^ 
it  can  be,  only  three  or  four  fish  taken  by  the  nets  for 
weeks.    The  fishmongers  have  had  some  fine  fish  from  the 
lower  part  of  the  river,  but  the  price  has  risen  to  .33.  Cd. 
per  lb.    Mr.  Geo.  Hemus,  proprietor  of  a  long  ftretch  of 
the  river  Avon  at  Defford,  was  fortunate  enough  to  shoot 
a  very  fine  dog  otter  a  few  days  ago.    It  measured  5ft. 
from  nose  to  end  of  tail,  and  weighed  281b.    The  skin  is 
being  dressed.     The  Worcester  and  District  Anglicg 
Association  was  held  at  the  Plough  Inn,  Silver-street, 
Worcester,  on  Friday  evening  last,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  vice- 
president,  in  the  chair.    The  secretary,  Mr.  Wingfield, 
after  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  had  been  read  and 
passed,  stated  two  clubs  wished  to  be  affiliated  wi;h  the 
assosiation,  viz.,  the  Greenback  Club,  held  at  the  Commer- 
cial Inn,  and  the  Nag's  Head  Club,  held  at  the  Blockhouse. 
They  had  each  been  visited,  their  books  exam  ined,  atd  every- 
thing found  satisfactory,  and  their  application  was  accepted. 
It  was  unanimously  dee  ded  to  have  a  competition  between 
all  the  clubs  in  the  association  on  the  same  lines  as  last 
season,  the  place  selected  being  Pershore,  on  the  Avon, 
the  date  being  August  2,  the  vice-president  (Mr.  Higgs), 
Mr.   R.  Wingfield   (secretary),  and    Messrs.  Bridges^ 
Glover,  Cale,  Martin,  Reynolds,  and  Fisher  being  the 
committee  appointed  to  carry  out  the  arrangements.  The 
action  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  in  its 
changed  policy  of  doling  out  the  stamps  fo  •  the  railway 
travelling  cirds  quarterly,  instead  of  yearly  as  heretofore, 
was  strongly  commented  upon  and  condemned.  -  The 
question  of  taking  of  immature  fish  and  samlets,  fishing 
for  coarse  fish  during  the  close  season,  and  ths  prosecu- 
tion of  offenders  came  before  the  meeting,  and  was  dealt 
with  ;  and  satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  growth  anl 
p  osperity  of  the  association.     On  Monday  the  annoil 
dinner  of  the  Bransford  Angling  Society  took  place  at  the 
clubhouse,  the  Fox  Inn,  when  a  large  number  of  membeis 
and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast  provided  by 
the  hostess,  Mrs.  Horton.  Mr.  E.  J.  Cazalet  occupying 
the  chair,  Mr.  W.  G.  Beid  the  vice-chair.    The  event  of 
the  evening  was  the  presentation  of  two  very  handsotne 
Worcester  china  cups  to  Mr.  Cazilet,  of  Bransford  Court, 
and  Mr.  J.  Bishop,  of  Pigeon  House  Farm,  Leigh,  who 
were  good  enough  to  give  the  club  leave  to  fish  their 
water.    The  presentation  was  made  by  the  vice-chairman, 
Mr.  Reid  ;  and  Mr.  Cazalet  thanked  the  club  for  their 
present,  and  hoped  for  many  years  they  would  be  able  to 
enjoy  the  fishing  he  had.     Mr.  Bishop  also  responded. 
The  secretary  read  the  balance-sheet,  which  showed  the 
club  to  be  in  a  most  flourishing  condition.    Messrs  A 
Bosworth,  G.  H.  Cole,  J.  Stanton,  A.  Jones,  H.  Cole, 
W.  Band,  J.  Thomas,  J.  Newell,  F.  Green,  H.  Sleatb, 
and  G.  Fawdry  were  the  successful  competitors  during 
the  past  season ;  and  a  capital  musical  programme  added 
much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  evening.     The  usual  toasts 
were  honoured,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  spent. 
FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  conditions  for  angling  as  regards  the  iveather  con- 
tinue of  a  most  varied  and  remarkable  character,  and, 
singular  to  state,  the  wily  trout  seem  to  appreciate  these 
uncertain  moods,  and,  in  many  instances,  to  take  anglers 
unawares  by  refusing  to  rise  to  the  most  tempting  baits 
when  the  chances  seemingly  are  most  favourable,  and 
ascending  to  the  surface  when  they  might  be  least  expected. 
The  rough  winds  and  heavy  rains  that  have  prevailed  this 
week  have,  for  the  first  half,  at  any  late,  prevented  sport 
under  either  enjoyable  or  successful  circumstances.  The 
last  week-end  reports  showed  things  in  a  not  altogether 
unfavourable  Ught.     Some  nice  baskets  of  trout  were 
taken  home  from  the  Wharfe.    The  Rye  and  the  Nidd 
yielded  indifferent  sport,  and  anglers  did  moderately  on 
the  Esk.    Swaledale,  as  usual,  has  experienced  the  full 
force  of  the  thunderstorms  in  the  north,  and  until  the  past 
few  days  there  was  good  bottom  and  fly  fishing.    In  the 
Scarborough  district  some  good  baskets  are  recorded 
on  the  Upper  Derwent  and  the  Scalby  and  Bnmiston 
Becks.    The  Dark  Watchet,  Blue  Partridge,  Waterhen 
Bloa,  Poult  Bloa,  Stone  Midge  or  Orange  Partridge, 
Knotted  Midge,  and  Light  Watchet  are  amongst  the  best 
flies  for  May.    Fishing  is  very  quiet  on  the  Onse  and  Foss 
lengths.    Another  salmon  roe  case  was  heard  on  Saturday, 
when,  a  Skipton,  Frank  Richmond, warehousenai,  Leeds, 
a  once  famous  football  player  and  well-known  angler,  was 
charged  by  Mr.  Farrer  Stead,  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board,  with  baring  fished  with  salmon  roe  in  the  river 
Aire,  at  Kildwick,  on  March  19.    Prosecutor  said  he 
cautioned  defendant  about  using  roe  on  March  16,  when 
trout  fishing  in  Roundhay  Park.    Defendant  then  said  he 
did  not  fishsalmcn  roe— it  was  deadly  bait,  and  ought  to  be 
putidown.    Three  days  later  he  was  found  \  y  a  watcher 
using  it.    He  had  seven  trout  in  his  posses-'ion,  all  of 
which  had  ^salmon  roe  in  their  mouths.    The  bench  fined 
the  defendant  £3  Os.  6d.  inclusive,  or  a  month's  imprison- 
ment in  default. 
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[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.l 

MR.  GEORGE  HOLLAND'S  SEDGES. 

Dear  Sie, — In  your  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  dated 
March  26,  1898,  on  page  232  you  mention  Mr.  George 
Holland,  The  Square,  Salisbury,  as  having  some  splendid 
patterns  of  sedges. 

I  wrote  to  the  address  given  by  you,  with  what  result 
the  inclosed  will  tell.  Kindly  send  me  the  correct  address. 
—Faithfully yours,  John  Carrigan. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

[Mr.  Holland  used  to  be  at  Salisbury,  and  is  now  at 
The  Square,  Winchester. — Ed.1 


PORTABLE  SEAT,  &t. 
Sir, — Allow  me  to  oiler  two  suggestions — one  regarding 
prawn  tackle,  the  other  as  to  a  portable  seat  at  the 
liverside. 

Instead  of  baiting  the  prawn  on  a  needle,  and  tying  him 
in  several  places,  why  not  bind  him  on  the  gut  that  holds 
the  two  double  hooks  by  winding  fine  lead  wire,  painted 
red,  round  the  gut  a  few  turns,  then  several  times  round 
the  prawn,  and  finally  a  couple  of  times  round  the  shank 
of  the  lower  hooks?  This  would  keep  rigid,  shield  the 
scales  from  the  current,  and  weight  the  prawn,  besides 
being  put  on  in  a  minute  without  difiiculty.  Lead  wire 
can  be  bought  at  any  seedsman's  far  cheaper  than  at  a 
fishing  tackle  shop,  and  the  red  varnish  for  hooks  would 
do  to  colour  it. 

Secondly,  for  sitting  down  by  the  riverside,  I  suggest 
the  use  of  a  sort  of  apron,  hung  behirdinstead  of  in  front, 
of  strong  Willesden  canvas,  fastened  to  the  belt.  This 
would  give  a  dry  seat  on  the  dampest  grass,  would  not 
have  to  be  looked  for  and  picked  up  whfn  moving  from 
place  to  place,  and  conld  be  rolled  or  folded  into  very 
small  space.  A  piece  ISin.  square  would  probably  leave  a 
margin  for  the  majority  of  seats.  Cheap  knee  pads, 
durable  and  waterproof,  might  also  be  made  of  this 
material,  padded  like  a  small  elliptical  cushion,  and 
strapped  on. — I  am,  sir,  yours  faithfully,  Vindhyan. 

[I8_  our  correspondent  serious  ?  If  bo,  he  might  send 
us  his  photo,  with  his  patent  rear-guard  in  position. 
—Ed. J  

CURIOUS  CAPTURE  OF  A  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Lieut.-Col.W.  A.  D.O'Malley, 
I  may  say,  on  April  1,  1898,  I  captured  a  trout  weighing 
5JIb.  in  a  similar  fashion  to  him,  save  that  I  was  fishing 
with  the  worm.  My  catch  was  reported  to  you  by  Mr. 
Walbran,  of  Leeds,  and  was  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  April  9. — Tours,  &c,,  G.  R.  MtJNROE. 

Huddersfield.  


Sir, — About  four  years  ago  I  was  fishing  in  the 
Tanat,  at  Llanyblodwell,  on  that  splendid  ford  about 
20yds.  below  the  bridge.  I  was  not  wading.  I  threw 
my  flies  to  nearly  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and  captured  that  nuisance  to  trout  fishing — a  samlet. 
I  endeavoured  to  shake  it  off,  but  failed.  Instead 
of  reeling  in,  I  pulled  the  line  in  by  hand,  and  had  got  the 
samlet  about  balf-way  across  the  stream,  when  suddenly 
it  stopped,  as  if  the  loose  flies  had  caught  on  something. 
Not  wishing  to  lose  the  flies,  which  had  already  caught  me 
a  good  basket  of  fish,  and  failing  in  all  my  endeavours  to 
get  the  castaway  from  the  obstruction,  in  I  went,  and, 
mechanically  keeping  a  tight  line,  I  soon  came  within  a 
couple  of  yards  of  where  1  was  apparently  fast.  Keeping 
perfectly  still,  and  looking  in  the  direction  of  my  line,  I 
was  greatly  surprised  to  see  that  a  large  fish  had  my  samlet 
fast  across  the  middle,  only  the  little  fish's  head  and  tail 
being  visible. 

I  felt  somewhat  in  a  quandary,  for  in  my  case  the  fish 
never  stirred  an  inch,  and  seemed  to  take  no  notice  what- 
ever of  my  presence,  although  the  wator  was  perfectly 
bright  and  clear.  I  gave  him  a  tug  or  two  ;  but  no,  he 
wouldn't  stir,  and  I  gently  reached  over  and  popped  in 
the  net  under  him,  and  in  a  trice  I  had  grassed  a  splendid 
trout,  which,  when  weighed  at  the  Horse  Shoe,  was  just 
2Jlb.  A  gentleman  well  known  in  this  neighbourhood 
was  passing  over  the  bridge  at  the  time,  and  witnessed  the 
incident. 

I  might  say  that  immediately  the  fish  was  in  the  net  he 
dropped  the  samlet.  The  time  from  when  I  entered  the 
water  to  landing  again  on  the  bank  was  just  about  three 
minutes.  When  relating  the  above  facts  to  fishing  friends 
it  has  generally  been  received  with  what  I  term  a  "fisher- 
man's smile,"  and  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  I  am  not  the 
only  one  to  experience  such  a  curious  capture. — Yours  &c., 

Llanymynech.   Chas.  E.  Rees. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  read  with  interest  Lieut.-Col. 
O'Malley's  account  of  his  curious  capture  of  a  trout  in 
your  issue  of  May  7. 

I  can  very  nearly  match  it,  A  few  years  back,  when 
fishing  the  famous  Driffield  Beck,  I  hooked  a  trout  of 
about  ilb.  Whilst  reeling  him  in  I  saw  a  large  trout, 
aboiit  21b.  weight,  rush  after  him  and  seize  laim.  After 
much  careful  manosuvring,  I  managed  to  get  the  fit-h 
within  reach  of  my  landing  net,  and  he  only  released  his 
prey  and  escaped  by  plunging  out  of  the  net  before  it  had 
quite  cleared  the  water. — Yours,  &c. , 

,  Frank  Godfrey. 

FISH  GETTING  RID  OF  HOOKS. 
,  Sir,— When  I  see  a  pig  get  rid  of  a  ring  in  its  nose  by 
rubbing  its  flank  against  a  post,  then  I  may  believe  that  a 
fish  can  release  a  hook  from  its  mouth  by  rubbing  its  cose 


on  the  ground  or  otherwise.  Crowds  of  your  readers 
must  have  caught  all  kinds  of  fish  with  hooks  in  their 
mouths.  On  several  occasions  I  have  read  of  jack  having 
enough  tackle  in  their  month  to  "  furnish  a  shop."  A 
tremendous  book  could  be  wiitten  on  the  contradictions  of 
angling  authors  from  Walton  to  the  present  time,  many 
of  which  must  be  so  familiar  to  nine-tenths  of  your 
readers. — Yours  truly,     ^  Mark. 

WET  FLIES,  &c. 

Sir, — So  far  as  brook  fishing  goes,  I  really  think  that 
quite  half  the  trout  I  have  brought  to  bank  in  my  time  at 
this  form  of  our  sport  rose  as  "  White-headed  Novice  " 
says,  "greedily  the  moment  the  fly  touched  the  water." 
In  fact,  it  has  long  ago  become  an  accepted  a:;iom  with  me 
that  in  wet-fly  fishing  the  first  oast  in  a  likely  spot  is 
worth  the  nest  sis,  and  the  instant  of  touching  the 
water  is  incomparably  the  supreme  moment;  and,  as  I 
have  a  standing  belief  in  the  slightly  submerged  fly,  I 
never  make  a  cast  which  is  likely  to  yield  scmothing 
without  first  assuring  myself  that  my  flies  are  thoroughly 
wet  and  free  from  buoyancy.  They  may,  certainly,  well 
be  taken  for  flies  in  such  a  case  ;  but,  in  fact,  I  am  far 
from  convinced  that  a  rising  trout  is  always  acting  accord- 
ing to  rule.  The  very  novelty  of  the  thing  may  be  the 
charm  which  moves  him,  a  fatal  curiosity  to  see  whether 
the  thing  tastes  as  well  as  it  looks  may  be  at  th3  bottom 
of  the  whole  thing.  I  have,  of  course,  killed  scores  of 
trout  with  the  wet  fly  when  it  was  momentarily  quite  dry 
and  floating,  and  this  would  certainly  seem  to  point  to 
obvious  conclusions.  I  recollect  many  years  ago  fishing  a 
brook  in  the  north  of  Ireland  in  a  high  and  discoloured 
water,  and  towards  evening  as  its  trim  was  mending  got 
some  fair  sport.  Coming  on  a  favourite  pool,  I  found  a 
local  cobbler  of  my  acquaintance  working  the  worm,  but 
when,  after  comparing  notes;  he  found  I  was  doing  some- 
thing with  the  fly,  he  at  once  abandoned  the  baits  and 
proceeded  to  rig  his  hazel  wand  with  a  cast.  I  shall  never 
fcrgetthat  "  cast."  He  had  evidently  rolled  ib  round  his 
finger  when  la^t  taking  it  f  ff,  and  thus  coiled  had  slipped 
it  into  his  waistcoat  pocket  with  its  attached  flies  till  it 
should  next  be  wanted.  He  now  drew  it  out,  and  laving 
attached  the  loop  of  the  thick  coarse  frayed  gut  to  the 
line,  he  cast  it  over  the  pool  just  as  it  was,  intending  to 
stretch  and  soften  it  by  repeating  castings  and  drawing 
against  the  stream.  When  it  fell  on  the  smooth  back- 
water at  that  first  cast,  the  9ft.  of  gut  was  simply  a  spiral 
some  18in.  in  length,  with  dun  flies  mixed  up  in  it  and 
scarcely  to  be  seen.  Nothing  more  unlike  fishing  could 
be  imagined,  yet  the  moment  it  touched  the  water  a  fine 
trout  rose  savagely  and  took  the  centre  fly,  and  was  killed 
too.  Still,  I  should  not  care  to  draw  any  practical  general 
conclusions  from  the  incident. 

A  "  modified  form  of  spinning  "  I  certainly  think  most 
of  my  wet-fly  fishing  really  is,  and  the  same  must  be  said 
of  "fly"  fishing  for  salmon.  Indeed,  some  Shannon 
salmon  anglers  I  have  known  in  other  years,  to  do  them 
justice,  used  to  speak  of  an  evening  of  their  "  trolling  the 
fiy,"  with  or  without  success  as  the  case  might  be,  on 
such  and  such  pools  during  the  day ;  and  well  I  recollect 
how  vain  and  elated,  and  a  bit  astonished  as  well,  lone 
day  felt  when  I  overheard  one  of  them  remark  to  a 
fiiend  of  mine  that  "  he  (myself)  can  troivl  a  fly  well 
enough."    Yes,  that's  just  what  I  am — a  troicler  of  flies. 

I  never  heard  of  the  dry  fly  accounting  for  a  salmon, 
but  they  certainly  have  been  killed  with  the  May  Fly,  the 
natural  insect,  in  Ireland,  but  very  rarely.  A  friend  of 
mine,  who  has  fished  the  Shannon  for  years,  also  tells  me 
he  has  killed  at  least  one  salmon  with  another  natural 
insect — the  "  waJl  fly.'*  This  insect  rises  in  myriads  on 
the  Shannon  in  the  gleaming  of  the  summer  months,  and 
is  most  deadly  for  trout  when  "dapped"  with.  At 
Killaloe  and  other  places  it  is  known  as  the  May  Fly. 
Its  scientific  name  is  beyond  me. — Yours,  &c.,  Mona. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  LOWESTOFT. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Lac  "  should  apply 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  11,  Queen  Victoria- 
street.  It  was  on  purpose  to  supply  its  members  with  the 
help  and  information  that  "Lec"  desires  that  the 
B.S.A.S.  was  established. — Yours  faithfully, 

,  C.  HusSEV  (B.S.A.S.). 

SALMON  FISHING  WANTED. 
Sir, — I  am  hoping  for  a  week  or  ten  days'  salmon 
fishing  shortly,  and  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  jour  readers  would  help  me  to  decide  on  some 
good  water,  either  in  England  or  Scotland,  south  of  the 
Clyde. — Yours  truly,      ^  Salmon. 

FISHING  IN  THE  HAUTES  PYRENEES. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you,  or  one  of  your  numerous  readers, 
kindly  give  me  any  information  about  the  trout  fishing 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  Argeles  Gazost,  in  the 
Haute  s  Pyrenees  ?  I' shall  be  very  grateful  for  any  hints 
as  to  flies,  &c. — Yours  tiruly,      An  Old  Subscriber. 


FISHING  IN  FINLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — If  any  of  your  readers  coiiTd  give  informa- 
tion as  to  the  fishing  and  shooting  in  Finland  ;  where, 
when,  and  bow  to  go;  cost  of  living;  or  any  guide-book  on 
the  foregoing  questions,  they  would  confer  a  great  favour 
on — Yours  truly,  ____       Ginger  Hackle. 

FISHING  IN  THE  WYE. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  through  the  columns  of  your 
paper  what  sort  of  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  the  Wye,  near 
Symonds  Yat,_  in  late  August  and  September  ?  Any 
information  will  be  most  gratefully  welcomed. — Yours 
truly,  Snatchem. 


FISHING  NEAR  SALISBURY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you,  or  any  of 
your  readers,  could  give  me  any  informal  ion  as  to  the 
fishing  round  Salisbury.  I  intend  sti  pping  at  Mr. 
Waite's  private  fisliery,  at  the  Rose  and  Crown.  Must  I 
have  a  licence  to  fish  for  trout  on  the  Hampshire  Avon  ? 
Also,  could  you  inform  me  it'  there  are  any  lakes  and  ponds 
near  which  are  free,  or  can  be  fished  for  a  small  charge  ? — 
Yours,  &c.,  H.  WiLLsoN. 

[The  whole  of  the  Avon  in  the  Salisbury  district  and 
elsewhere  is  strictly  private  water,  and  is  under  the  Con- 
servators, therefore  a  licence  is  necessiry  when  fishing  in 
the  trout  season.  The  price  is  2s.  per  day,  5s.  per  season. 
Mr.  Waite,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown,  will  see  to  your 
licence.  It  is  to  be  procured  at  the  Post  Otfice,  Harnham 
(close  to  the  Rose  and  Crown).  As  to  lakes,  &c.,  Mr. 
Waite  will  give  you  information.] 


THE  YORKSHIRE  ESK  AND  ITS  SALMON 
FISHERY. 

Sir, — Allow  me  to  correct  some  inaccuracies  in  the 
article  on  the  Yorkshire  Bsk,  which  aappeared  in  your 
issue  of  the  7th  inst.,  over  the  iniiials  "  J.  W.  W." 

As  clerk  to  the  board  of  conservators  of  the  Esk 
(Yorkshire)  Fishery  district,  I  I  nou'  that  the  300  fish  sold 
at  Scarborough,  and  which  are  said  to  have  been  omitted 
from  our  returns,  were  not  so  omitted,  but  were  duly 
accounted  for.  Whether  the  Yorkshire  district  oflieials 
included  them' in  their  returns  as  well  I  know  not,  but  they 
were  certainly  taken  account  of  when  preparing  my  annual 
returns. 

With  regard  to  the  Esk  Fishery  Association,  while  it  is 
true  that  we  are  now  paying  heavy  pecuniary  rents, 
amounting  to  over  £120  per  annum,  for  water  that  ten 
years  ago  we  had  for  a  merely  nominal  acknowledgment, 
yet  it  is  not  correct  that  we  have  little  more  than  half  the 
water  we  had  formerly.  True  we  have  lost  some  stretches, 
but  we  have  been  able  to  acquire  others,  and  now  have 
about  thirteen  miles  of  the  best  water  on  the  Esk,  and 
have  the  lights  on  both  sides  for  nearly  all  of  it.  This 
association  and  the  crnservators  have  _  conjointly_  beeii 
responsible  for  the  improvement  in  the  liver  fcr  which  we 
now  have  to  pay  such  increased  rent. 

I  inclose  copy  of  my  last  statement  as  prepared  for  the 
whole  district,  and  submitted  to  the  conservators  in 
November  last.  As  you  have  inserted  "J.  W.  W.'s" 
article,  you  perhaps  will  not  object  to  insert  this  correc- 
tion ? — Yours  truly,         William  Brown 

(Clerk  to  the  Esk  Fishery  Board  and  the 
Esk  Fishery  Association). 

Saw  Mills,  Whitby,  May  11. 

Comparative  Statement. 


Salmon  Nets  at  Sea. 

189-3.        1884.        ISliO.  IS'Jll.  1897, 

Number  Issued...       40           36           42  43  39 

Revenue                £100  10      £90      £1U-"-  10  £10s  £97  10 

Catch                         72.30         9425         7312  GOol  740!) 

Average  Weight   4-73.51b.    3-9eMb.    .5-0321b.  783  4-38Glb. 

Salinov  Nets  in  Kiver. 

Number  Issued...        2            3           3  2  1 

Revenue                    £4           £C           £G  £4  £2 

Catch                          108          12G           93  372  42 

Average  "Weight     S-31b.        31b.        3  41b.  41b.  3-.Mb. 

Salmon  Rods. 

Number  Issued...       83           97           123  1-3.5  113 

Revenue                  £41  10     £48  10     £61  10  £67  10  £.56  10 

Catch                          929          .5-57          88.5  604  3-50 

Average  Weight       —          —       G-4621b.  7  71b.  6-29,b. 

Trout  Reds. 

Number  Issued...      .364          398         409  432  404 

Revenue                  £27    G     £29  17    £3013  0  £32   8  £30  G 

Revenue. 

1.S93.        18^4.        1895.  1S9C,  1897. 

Nets  at  Sea             £100  10      £90      £105  10     £108  £97  10 

Nets  in  River              £4          £G          £6  £4  £2 

Salmon  Rods           £41  10     £48  10     £fil  10  £G7  10  £.56  10 

Trout  Rods              £27    6     £29  17    £30  13  6  £32    8  ^-30  G 


Total   £173    6    £174   7  £203  13  6  £211  18    £186  G 


[This  is  an  interesting  report,  but  we  do  not  understand 
the  annual  averages.  Surely  the  average  size  of  the 
salmon  of  the  Yorkshire  Esk  is  more  than  41b. ! — Ed.[ 


"THINGS." 

Dear  Sir,— I  think  it  possible  that  the  cause  of  the 
fish  ceasing  to  rise  when  a  film  of  oil  had  overspread  the 
river,  as  mentioned  by  "  Mona  "  in  jour  issue  of  April  30, 
might  be  partial  .asphyxia,  owing  to  a  fresh  supply  of  air 
being  kept  away  from  the  surface  of  the  water.  A  small 
patch  of  oil  surrounding  a  dry  fly  would  be  practically  of 
no  effect  at  all. 

May  I  venture  to  suggest  that  before  experimenting  on 
such  an  heroic  scale  as  covering  the  surface  of  Windermere 
with  oil,  it  should  be  tried  in  a  small  aquarium,  or  even  a 
globe  of  gold  fish.  I  think  it  would  be  found  that  the 
occupants  of  either  would  soon  "turn  up,"  and,  moreover, 
that  if  the  discharge  of  oil  from  the  mill  continued  for  any 
length  <^  time,  and  "Mona"  had  re-visited  the  place  a 
day  or  so  afterv^  ards,  he  would  probably  have  found  many 
dead  fish  lying  about,  and  the  verdict,  in  my  opinion, 
should  be  "  death  from  suffocation." — Yours  faithfully, 
A  White-headed  Novice. 

TROUT  V.  SWALLOW. 
Dear  Sir, — While  fishing  at  Chesham  last  Thursday, 
with -Mr.  F.  Heughton,  we  observed  a  trout  rise  at  a 
uatnral  fly,  and  at  the  same  instant  a  swallow  made  a  dash 
at  the  same  fly  and  bore  it  off.  The  trout  jumped  clear  of 
the  water  about  a  foot.  Mr.  Houghton  then  put  an 
artificial,  fly  over  him,  which  he  took,  and  was  taken 
himself.  .We  could  not  see  of  what  kind  the  natural  fly 
was,  but,  as  there  were  a  number  about,  it  was  probably 
I  "  Red  Palmer." 


Mat  21,  1898] 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MAT  21st,  1898. 


A  GLIMPSE  AT  THE  FISHING  IN 
BEITISH  COLUMBIA. 


Far  away  in  the  land  where  the  mighty  Fraser, 
fighting  as  it  were  with  the  giant  Rockies,  and 
forcing  its  way  through  countless  great  and 
awe-inspiring  canyons  in  its  long  course  to  the 
sea,  is  to  be  found  the  homes  and  haunts  of  the 
great  trout  of  British  Columbia.  Rivers  and 
streams  innumerable,  springing  from  unexplored 
and  inaccessible  sources  in  these  gi-eat  mountains, 
all  fighting  and  pushing  their  way  through  im- 
penetrable forest,  and  cutting  their  courses  through 
enormous  masses  of  rocks  and  huge  boulders, 
at  length  converge  into  the  mother  river  as  the 
tender  roots  of  a  giant  of  the  forest.  Here  it  is, 
in  the  depths  of  loneliness  and  solitude  in  its 
grandest  form,  that  a  lover  of  the  gentle  art  can 
have  such  grand  sport  that  would  ba  hard  to 
equal  in  any  other  part  of  the  Queen's  possessions. 

To  an  Englishman,  and  especially  a  lover  of 
the  rod,  a  trip  -  across  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way from  Banff  to  Vancouver,  through  the  great 
Rockies  and  Selkirks,  and  down  the  valley  of  the 
Fraeer,  appeals  in  the  strongest  way.  Accustomed 


as  he  is  to  the  beauties  of  the  scenery  of  English 
and  Scotch  rivers,  the  traveller  cannot  but  be 
astounded  at  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of 
the  country  through  which  he  passes.  Creeping, 
as  it  were,  along  the  sides  of  the  mountains  like  a 
snake,  the  railway,  sometimes  confronted  on  one 
side  by  enormous  mountains,  rising  perpendi- 
cularly from  the  very  line  itself  almost,  thousands 
of  feet  in  height,  is,  maybe,  on  the  other  side, 
threatened  with  awful  chasms  and  precipices, 
yawning  down  to  the  gi'eat  Eraser  hundreds  of 
feet  below.  So  it  is  all  along  the  journey  until 
we  get  out  of  the  mountainous  country,  and 
words  of  mine  cannot  attempt  to  describe  the 
awful  grandeur  of  the  scenery.  Such  a  trip 
affords  a  fisherman  continual  glimpses  of  beauti- 
ful stretches  of  river  and  water,  and  is  well 
calculated  to  give  a  disciple  of  old  Izaak  a 
veritable  fishing  fever. 

British  Columbia  has  well  been  called  "  the 
Sportsman's  Eden,"  principally  for  the  big  horn, 
grizzlies,  black  bear,  deer,  &c.,  and  other  far  abler 
pens  than  mine  have  given  to  the  old  world 
accounts  of  the  noble  sport  to  be  had  within  its 
border  ;  but  the  salmon  and  trout,  the  latter 
especially,  seem  to  have  only  had  passing  notice. 

No  better  country  is  there  for  the  fisherman,  if 
he  is  content  with  frugal  fare,  to  sojourn  in  the 
wilds,  where  only  is  to  be  heard  the  drumming  of 
the  blue  grouse  and  the  murmuring  of  the  waters. 
The  rivers  and  streams  throughout  the  country, 
as  well  as  the  lakes,  &c.,  are  all  well  stocked  with 
trout  in  their  season,  and  many  fond  recollections 
has  the  writer  in  his  mind  as  he  pens  these  lines 
of  the  grand  sport  he  has  had  in  British  Columbia 
during  the  last  five  years  among  the  salmon  and 
trout,  and  which  he  hopes  again  to  enjoy. 

Before  going  any  further,  perhaps  it  would  be 
as  well  if  I  made  a  few  remarks  as  to  the  different 
species  of  trout  to  be  found  in  the  country.  The 
trout  and  salmon  are  both  varied  in  their  species, 
and  whether  or  no  they  have  any  relation  with 
one  another  is  a  moot  point.  There  are  four  or 
five  different  varieties,  viz.,  the  rainbow,  dolly 
varden,  mountain  trout,  and  last,  and  by  no 
means  least,  the  sea  trout.  These  are  their 
names  in  the  vernacular ;  as  to  their  scientific 
appellation  it  matters  not,  as  this  is  not  a 
scientific  article,  but  merely  a  plain,  unvarnished 
statement  of  the  fishing  to  be  had  in  British 
Columbia.  First  in  importance  comes  the  rain- 
bow ;  here  he  is  to  be  found  in  his  native  state, 
and  for  bulldog  pluck  and  gameness,  as  well  as 
beauty  in  shape  and  colouring,  he  is  hard  to  beat. 
As  a  general  thing  they  run  up  to  51b.  and  61b.  in 
weight ;  occasionally  one  hears  of  a  big  rainbow 
being  caught,  and  as  a  case  in  point,  I  myself 
have  on  several  occasions  in  the  spring  of  the 
year  landed  odd  fish  scaling  up  to  101b.,  but  they 
were  simply  spent  fish  ;  of  course,  now  and  again 
good  fish  are  caught,  but  it  is  exceptional  to  get 
a  rainbow  over  51b.  or  61b.  The  doUy  varden, 
although  a  handsome  enough  fish  in  appearance, 
is  yet  a  a  poor  compatriot  of  the  rainbow,  being 
neither  one  quota  as  game  as  the  latter,  nor  is  his 
edible  qualities  to  be  compared  to  his  noble  friend, 
yet,  where  the  rainbow  and  sea  trout  love  to 
congregate,  there  is  also  to  be  found  this  dolly 
varden.  Mind  you,  he  is  not  a  fish  to  be  sneezed 
at  by  any  means,  but  he  won't  bear  comparison 
with  the  other  two  fish.  As  to  the  sea  trout,  this 
fish  is  most  en  evidence  throughout  the  season  in 
all  rivers  and  streams  where  there  is  an  ingress 
from  the  sea;  but  the  principal  time  when  he 
puts  in  an  appearance  is  in  August  and 
September,  when  this  fish,  in  common  with  the 
rainbow  and  doUy  varden,  follow  the  great 
shoals  of  salmon  up  the  rivers  to  feed  on  their 
spawn.  With  the  exception  of  the  mountain 
trout,  all  the  fish  I  have  spoken  of  are  migratory, 
that  is  to  say,  they  come  to  and  from  the  salt 
water  every  year,  and  I  have  frequently  caught 
rainbow  trout  with  sea  lice  on  them. 

Whether  or  no  this  rainbow  trout  is  a  suitable 
fish  to  stock  English  waters  with  remains  to  be 
seen ;  but  the  fact  seems  to  be  lost  sight  of  that 
they  are  purely  a  migratory  fish.  In  British 
Colimibian  rivers  they  make  their  appearance 
about  the  middle  of  July,  and,  when  they  do  come, 
they  seem  to  take  command  of  the  rivers. 

I  heartily  endorse  Mr.  Marston's  recent  remarks 
in  the  Standard  anent  the  rainbow  trout,  and  am 
of  opinion  that  their  acclimitisation  in  English 
rivers  will  do  much  harm,  as  they  are  most 
voracious  fish,  and,  being  a  late  comer  (their 


spawning  season  occurring  in  Api-il  and  May), 
they  will  be  just  about  in  the  pink  of  condition 
when  our  own  English  brown  trout  are  spawning, 
and  consequently  will  play  havoc  with  the  latter. 

With  regard  to  the  sea  trout,  their  average 
weight  is  anywhere  from  .Ub.  to  31b.  or  41b. — the 
largest  I  ever  caught  was  one  last  season  of  6.Ub., 
in  the  Stare  river,  and  like  a  bar  of  silver.  They 
are  splendid  fighters,  and,  like  the  rainbow,  cut  as 
red  as  salmon.  The  dolly  varden  also  run  to  a 
good  size,  and  I  have  seen  them  in  the  fish  shops 
of  Vancouver  weighing  81b.  and  iilb. ;  but  fish  of 
this  size  are  generally  netted  by  the  Indians,  the 
more  general  size  being  the  same  as  the  rainbow. 
All  these  fish  take  the  fly  well,  and  afford  grand 
sport  on  an  lift,  split-cane  or  greenheart  rod. 
Having  introduced  the  reader  to  the  British 
Columbian  trout  and  their  habits,  I  will  now 
refer  to  those  waters  that  I  have  fished  myself. 
There  is  the  Kootenay  river,  the  Thompson, 
Harrison,  Lilloet,  and  Stare,  all  first-class  trout 
rivers,  and  the  noted  Croicham  of  Vancouver 
Island.  I  shall  have  something  to  say  of  all 
these  rivers ;  but  in  the  first  place  let  us  have 
a  look  at  the  Harrison  river,  distance  about  fifty 
miles  from  Vancouver. 

Such  a  beautiful  stretch  of  water  as  is  here  to 
be  seen  is  not  often  come  across.  Flanked  on 
both  banks  by  magnificent  fir-clad  mountains,  the 
great  river  wends  its  way  to  join  the  Fraser 
below,  through  some  of  the  most  picturesque 
country  imaginable,  and  once  visited,  especially 
by  the  angler,  the  surroundings  leave  an  im- 
pression on  the  mind  not  easily  effaced. 

The  railway  crosses  the  river  at  Harrison 
Bridge,  as  the  station  is  called,  so  that  it  is  easily 
got  at.  About  three  miles  up  the  river  is  the 
happy  hunting  ground.  J ust  where  the  Chehalis 
river  joins  the  Harrison  is  a  noted  spot,  and  here 
at  this  season  of  the  year  grand  fishing  is  to  be 
had,  and  until  the  river  is  flooded,  which  generally 
occurs  about  the  middle  of  May.  Throughout  the 
country  at  this  time  of  year  these  floods  annually 
occur,  and  they  are  caused  by  the  warm  weather 
melting  the  great  masses  of  snow  in  the 
mountains. 

The  rivers  frequently  remain  in  flood  till  the 
middle  of  August,  when  they  are  generally  back 
to  their  normal  level.  Of  course,  directly  the 
rivers  begin  to  rise  it  is  goodbye  to  the  fishing 
for  the  time  being.  Han-ison  is  indeed  a  noble 
river,  being  300yds.  or  400yds.  across,  and 
although  a  good  current  is  always  running,  yet  it 
is  not  uncomfortable  for  canoeing.  As  I  said 
before,  the  best  part  of  the  river  is  where  the 
Chehalis  river  joins  the  Harrison.  A  few 
hundred  yards  below  this  are  the  rapids,  and  here 
is  the  place  to  fish.  These  rapids,  owing  to  the 
breadth  of  the  river,  can  only  be  fished  from  a 
canoe  or  boat,  and  as  there  is  an  Indian  Reserve 
haa'd  by  the  Chehalis,  a  good  Indian  and  his  canoe 
is  generally  obtainable  at  reasonable  wages. 
Having  taken  your  seat  in  the  "  dug-out,"  with 
your  rod  and  tackle  and  lunch,  the  Indian  paddles 
you  to  where  the  fish  are  rising,  and  then  the  fun 
begins,  and  you  can  fish  to  your  heart's  content, 
casting  on  either  side.  If  you  don't  make  a  bag 
under  such  conditions  something  must  be 
radically  wrong  with  your  style  of  fishing. 
Generally  the  best  time  is  early  in  the  moming, 
say  7  o'clock,  then,  before  the  sun  is  over  the 
mountains  on  the  river,  you  can  see  the  trout 
rising  all  over  the  river,  and  a  good  basket  of  fish 
is  pretty  certain  to  be  got  by  one  on  the  spot.  1 
myself,  one  morning  last  April,  1897,  had  grand 
fun  among  the  sea  ti'out,  fishing  from  a  canoe  in 
the  rapids.  These  rapids  comprise  a  series  of 
pools,  one  after  another,  caused  by  the  action  of 
the  water  on  the  gravel  bed  of  the  river.  In 
paddling  down  stream,  for  instance,  one  moment 
you  will  be  in  water  7ft.  or  8ft.  in  depth,  and  the 
next  instant,  a  few  yards  further  down,  it  will 
shelve  off  to  about  1ft.  This  is  where  the  rainbow 
and  sea  trout  love  to  dwell. 

On  that  lovely  spring  moming  that  I  speak  of 
(shall  I  ever  foi-get  it)  Cashmere  and  his  canoe, 
the  former  the  best  Indian  guide  I  ever  had,  was 
at  the  appointed  rendezvous  up  the  Chehalis  at 
7  o'clock,  I  having  put  up  at  Pretty's,  hard  by, 
the  night  previously.  It  is  simply  wonderful  the 
skill  with  which  these  Indian  lads  manage  their 
fi"ail  little  cralts.  These  canoes  are  "dug-outs," 
as  they  are  called,  being  cut  and  shaped  out  of 
trees,  and  they  vary  in  size.  Cashmere's  canoe 
was  about  10ft.  long  by  16in.  wide.    They  stand 
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up  and  either  pole  you  along,  or  kneel  and  paddle 
with  the  most  perfect  nerve  and  unconcern  in  all 
sorts  of  water,  rough  or  smooth,  and  it  is  simply- 
marvellous  the  speed  they  drive  these  canoes 
against  a  stiff  current.  Taking  a  first  trip  in 
these  little  cockleshells  is  not  an  agreeable  expe- 
rience, especially  if  one  is  troubled  with  nerves, 
as  you  certainly  think  you  are  going  to  the 
bottom  ;  but  when  once  used  to  it  there  is 
something  most  exhilarating  in  shooting  down  a 
swift  river  pell-mell,  dodging  rocks  and  snags 
in  a  seemingly  happy-go-lucky  fashion.  In  order 
to  reach  the  rapids  we  had  first  to  come  down 
the  Ohehalis.  This  river  is  a  regular  mountain 
torrent,  and  its  descent  is  so  steep  that  the  water 
simply  races  along. 

Well,  off  we  started,  and  we  were  soon  racing 
down  stream.  Cashmere,  with  his  paddle,  ever  and 
anon,  dexterously  guiding  the  canoe  past  some 
dangerous  rock  or  threatening  out-jutting  stump. 
The  pace  being  terrific,  we  were  soon  down  into 
the  Han-ison  river,  and  on  our  way  in  smooth 
water  to  the  rapids  a  few  hundreds  yards  below. 
The  top  pool  on  the  left  side  down  was  our  first 
stopping  place,  and  here,  having  fitted  up  a  good 
strong  peal  cast,  with  a  Silver  Doctor  No.  3  hook, 
I  threw  a  good  long  line  right  across  the  current 
and  well  under  the  alder  bushes  on  the  further 
bank.  The  ominous  tightening  of  my  line,  so 
dear  to  a  fisherman,  soon  took  place,  and  I  quickly 
found  out  I  was  into  a  good  'un,  and  down  he 
went,  down  stream  in  spite  of  my  efforts  to  stop 
him,  Cashmere  having  in  the  first  place  held  me 
at  the  top  of  the  pool  with  his  long  pole,  and 
having  then  as  much  as  he  could  do,  when  Mr. 
sea  trout  aided  the  turbulent  waters  with  his 
pulling,  it  became  too  much  for  my  boy,  and 
despite  his  efforts  to  hold  the  craft  he  began  to 
lose  his  grip,  and  we  soon  were  drifting  down  the 
pool,  much  to  my  chagrin,  as,  of  course,  the 
gyrations  of  a  canoe  would  not  improve  the  fish- 
ing. How  that  fish  did  battle  for  freedom  ;  but 
he  was  well  hooked,  and  at  length  he  was  in  the 
landing  net,  but  not  before  be  had  taken  us  on  a 
little  excursion  on  his  own  account. 

The  fish  was  a  beauty  of  4|lb.,  and  in  the  pink 
of  condition,  short,  and  as  thick  as  a  barrel. 
Those  caught  in  these  rapids  are  double  as  strong 
and  game  as  those  in  smoother  water,  and  it  is 
the  same  the  world  over.  So  it  was  all  through 
that  morning,  and  those  fish  pulled  us  all  over  the 
pools.  It  was  not  safe  to  fish  with  two  flies  on 
the  cast  from  the  danger  of  hooking  two  fish  at 
once.  When  we  paddled  up  stream  on  the  way 
home  I  had  Iwenty-nine  of  the  prettiest  fish  I 
ever  saw,  and  not  a  fish  under  31b. 

Silver  Doctor,  Jr. 
(To  be  continued.) 


MR  JAMES  OGDEN'S  MAY  FLIES. 


Although  Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  28,  Wineh- 
comb-street,  Cheltenham,  has  prepared  a  stock  of 
over  7000  May  Flies  of  different  patterns,  he  fully 
expects  the  whole  edition  will  l3e  out  of  print 
during  the  next  three  weeks — last  season  the 
demand  exceeded  his  supply.  Among  the  half 
dozen  or  more  of  different  patterns  we  think 
there  are  none  to  beat  his  "  Gems  " — Green  Gem, 
Grey  Gem,  and  Spent  Gnat  Gem.  If  you  have 
your  little  bottle  of  parafiin  oil,  a  good  supply  of 
Ogden 's  "  Gems  "  (small  and  medium  size),  with 
a  few  of  his  Death  Drakes  (winged  and  hackled), 
you  will  be  able  to  kill  trout  on  any  water  in  the 
world  where  they  take  the  natural  May  Fly.  By 
the  way,  we  are  glad  to  see  that,  in  addition  to 
his  own  Spent  Gnat,  which  is  so  deadly  on  mid- 
land streams,  Mr.  Ogden  makes  some  with  blue 
hackles  for  wings,  after  the  style  of  the  patterns 
in  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford's  "  Floating  Flies,"  of  which 
work  we  are  very  glad  to  hear  a  new  and  revised 
edition  will  be  published.  At  times  the  Itchen 
and  Test  trout  will  take  the  Spent  Gnat  well, 
and  the  patterns  given  by  Mr.  Halford,  which 
were,  we  believe,  designed  by  that  prince  of  di-y 
fly  anglers  the  late  G.  S.  Marryat,  are  the  best 
for  those  rivers.  One  great  point  with  Mr. 
Ogden's  lovely  May  Flies  is  that  he  tests  the 
hook  before  making  a  fly  on  it.  If  only  all 
makers  did  the  same !  It  is  a  pleasure  to  look  at 
Mr.lOgden's  "  Gems,"  and  a  pleasure  to  see  the 
way  the  trout  take  them  down.  We  entirely 
agree  with  him  as  to  the  mistake  of  using  flies 
with  stiff  cork  or  other  tails  projecting  beyond 


the  hook.  The  fish  so  often,  when  rising  at  the 
fly,  miss  being  hooked  in  consequence  of  this  pro- 
cjeting  stiff  tail. 

Among  Mr.  Ogden's  patterns  one  we  have 
found  very  deadly  is  a  peculiar  dressing,  unneces- 
sary to  describe  fully — the  name  of  the  pattern  is 
Tlie  Marquis,  and  it  certainly  is  among  the  upper 
ten  of  May  Fly  patterns. 

We  are  often  asked  if  it  is  necessary  to  touch 
the  wings  of  May  Flies  and  other  flies  with 
parafiin.  We  do  not  say  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary if  the  body  of  the  fly  has  plenty  of 
hackle,  but  we  always  anoint  the  whole  fly  with 
oil,  just  touching  it  lightly  with  the  camel's  hair 
brush,  and  then,  after  a  few  casts  and  wetting, 
the  fly  floats  splendidly,  and  you  could  not  tell  it 
had  been  oiled. 

We  should  not  like  to  assert  it  as  a  proved  fact, 
but  we  believe  that  moth  will  not  touch  a  fly 
which  has  been  oiled  with  parafiin,  if  any  trace 
of  the  oil  remains. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  THE  BORDER. 

{Continued  from  page  362.) 

By  Gilnockie. 
I  well  remember  one  night,  when  the  "  boys  " 
met  at  the  Thistle  Pool,  at  the  iead  of  the 
Netherby  water.  The  boat  was  soon  launched, 
with  the  Heckler  at  one  end  and  Rob  Nichol  at  the 
other ;  Dave  Armstrong  managing  the  cruizie, 
with  a  big  crowd  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  At 
that  time  old  Tom  Wilson  was  the  river  watcher 
for  Sir  James  Graham.  Tom  lived  in  a  snug 
little  cottage  some  distance  from  the  water,  and 
he  had  to  be  reckoned  with.  The  lads,  however, 
were  equal  to  the  occasion ;  they  were  well 
supplied  with  whisky,  so  they  invented  some 
artful  story,  and  dispatched  two  young  fellows, 
who  knew  old  Wilson  the  watcher,  with  a  couple 
of  bottles  of  the  potent  fluid,  ostensibly  a  present 
from  a  well-known  neighbouring  farmer.  Wilson 
was  highly  delighted,  and,  drawing  the  corks,  the 
trio  made  a  night  of  it ;  while  within  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  the  Scottish  poachers  were  emptying  the 
Thistle  Pool  of  fish.  It  was  a  cold,  frosty  night 
in  January,  and  the  ground  was  covered  with 
snow,  and  as  the  "  mountain  dew "  insidiously 
penetrated  the  old  man's  anatomy  he  had  no 
thoughts  of  going  abroad,  and  gave  himself  up  to 
enjoyment  pure  and  simple. 

Kings  may  be  blest,  but  Tom  was  glorious, 
O'er  a'  the  ills  o'  life  victorious. 
But  hark,  a  rap  comes  to  the  window,  and  the 
well  known  voice  of  Sandy  Graham  calls  out, 
"  Come  on,  boys,  we've  cleared  the  Thistle  of  a' 
the  salmon."  Old  Wilson  was  frantic,  and  seizing 
the  biggest  cudgel  he  could  lay  hands  on  he 
belaboured  these  two  unfortunate  youths  for 
several  minutes,  until  Sandy  opened  the  door  from 
the  outside,  when  the  lads  made  a  hasty  retreat. 
There  was  some  great  fun,  too,  down  at  the  water- 
side. The  Heckler  had  missed  a  salmon,  and  the 
leister  went  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  deepest 
part  of  the  Thistle  Pool,  followed  by  the  body 
of  the  Heckler,  who  fortunately  was  a  grand 
swimmer.  The  onlookers  fairly  yelled,  and  the 
shouts  could  have  been  heard  beyond  Netherby 
Hall,  which  is  little  more  than  a  mile  down  the 
water.  The  old  "  water  kelpie  "  was  soon  in  the 
boat  again,  where  he  found  Dave  Armstrong  and 
Rob  Nichol  convulsed  with  laughter.  Certainly 
his  temper  was  not  improved  by  his  ducking,  and 
he  savagely  remarked,  "  I  believe  if  I'd  been 
drooned  ye'd  laughed."  "  I  believe  I  wad,"  replied 
Dave;  "I  never  saw  a  more  comical  sight  in  a' 
my  life." 

Another  night  I  remember  well,  although  I  was 
not  present  on  that  occasion,  Nichol  and  Arm- 
strong had  come  down  to  the  Willow  Pool  by 
themselves,  totally  unknown  to  their  cronies. 
Nichol  held  the  light,  and  Armstrong  took  the 
leister  in  hand,  when  suddenly  "  something " 
appeared  in  the  water,  which  they  both,  conscience 
stricken,  concluded  to  be  "  neither  guid  nor 
canny."  With  a  couple  of  yells  the  light  and  the 
leister  were  thrown  into  the  water,  and  both  i-an 
to  Armstrong's  house  as  if  Old  Nick  had  been  at 
their  heels.  When  they  were  safely  indoors, 
neither  had  thoughts  of  bed,  and  they  sat  dis- 
cussing the  fearful  apparition,  when  who  should 
land  in  but  Sandy  Graham  and  the  Heckler  with 
a  salmon  of  between  401b.  and  501b.  which  they 
had  taken  from  the  Willow  Pool.  The  circumstance 


was  kept  quiet  for  some  time,  but  eventually  the 
story  leaked  out,  and  Messrs.  Nichol  and  Arm- 
strong had  an  uncomfortable  time  of  it  for  a  while. 

In  those  days,  decent  law-abiding  people  in  other 
matters  did  not  hesitate  to  screen  those  who  took 
fish  from  the  water,  and  another  circumstance 
much  against  the  proper  inforcement  of  the 
law,  was  the  fact  that  many  of  the  water  bailiffs 
were  men  who  had  been  river  poachers  themselves, 
consequently  their  evidence  was  not  altogether 
trustworthy. 

On  one  occasion  a  well-known  character,  Bob 
Steel,  caught  a  salmon  with  a  net  in  the  Roost 
Pool,  near  the  Metal  Bridge,  which  he  immediately 
hid  under  a  bush.  The  water  bailiff  had  been 
watching  him,  and  walked  up  to  Bob,  who 
immediately  assumed  an  innocent  air,  and  denied 
all  knowledge  of  the  fish.  "  Come  with  me,"  said 
the  watcher,  whose  name  was  Jock  Pattinson, 
"  but  get  the  salmon  first."  Bob  asserted  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  salmon,  therefoi-e  Jock  was 
forced  to  get  the  fish  himself.  When  brought 
before  the  Mayor  at  Carlisle,  Steel  charged 
Pattinson  with  killing  the  salmon.  The  latter 
then  told  his  story,  but  his  antecedents  being 
against  him,  the  mayor  gave  the  prisoner  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  dismissed  the  case. 

The  law,  as  administered  in  the  north  in  the 
good  old  smuggling  days  was  very  elastic.  A 
well-known  Carlisle  poacher  was  walking  down 
English-street  one  morning,  encased  in  an  over- 
coat a  good  many  sizes  too  large  for  him.  Meeting 
a  policeman  opposite  the  Market  Place,  the 
following  brief  colloquy  occurred  : 

Policeman  :  "  Well,  Pattinson,  thou's  got  it." 
Pattinson  :  "  Aye,  and  thou's  got  it  now." 
With  that  Pattinson  pulled  out  the  salmon, 
which  had  been  fixed  round  his  waist,  and  after 
slinging  the  fish  round  the  policeman's  neck  with 
all  his  sti-ength,  made  off  at  top  speed.  Pattinson 
heard  no  more  about  that  particular  salmon. 

At  Carlisle  some  very  amusing  cases  come 
before  the  magistrates,  and  the  dialogue  is  often 
of  a  rich  character.  A  certain  mayor  was  on  the 
bench,  a  man  who  had  risen  from  the  ranks,  and 
who,  in  his  younger  days,  had  done  some  poach- 
ing in  the  Eden  on  his  own  account,  when  one 
Jock  somebody  was  hauled  up  before  his  worship, 
and  the  following  dialogue  ensued  : 

The  Mayor :  "  Well,  Jock,  thou's  here  again ; 
aws  sic  o'  seein'  tha." 
Jock  :  "  Aws  just  as  sic  o'  seein'  thee." 
The  Mayor  :  "  Ten  shillin'  or  a  fortneet." 
Jock  :  "  Now,  luik  here,  Bill,  thou  kens  domed 
weei  thou's  been  a  poacher  theesel',  and  a  bad  yin 
at  that,  as  thou  niwer  could  catch  nowt  ;  but 
thou  wad  aye  teak  t'  brass  when  sharing  oot  time 
coom.    Ten  shiUin'  or  a  fortneet ;  awl  gie  tha  5s." 

The  Mayor  :  "  Na,  na,  Jock ;  7s.  6d.,  nit  a 
bawbee  less,  or  to  jail  thou  gangs  neck  and  crop." 

Ai  last  Jock  handed  over  the  cash,  and  while 
leaving  the  court  had  another  fling  at  his  worship  ] 
the  Mayor.  "Well,"  said  Jock,  "of  a'  the  mean 
waistrels  'ave  met  in  my  time  thou  caps  a'  for  a 
grabbin',  cleek-em-in,  double- jointed,  knock- 
kneed,  squintin',  girnin',  gruesome  auld  skinflint, 
and  when  aw  meet  tha  doon  Shaddongate  way, 
it's  varra  likely  awl  pu'  thy  lug." 

I  happened  to  be  present  when  thi?  scene  was 
enacted  in  the  year  1859.  Jock,  who  was  a  noted 
character  in  Carlisle,  soon  got  over  his  trouble, 
for  early  in  the  same  afternoon  he  was  discovered 
by  some  "  ancient,  trusty,  drunken  cronies " 
making  merry  with  Joe  Trimble  (of  the  Blae 
Bell)  and  other  "  reaming  swats  wha  di'ank 
divinely."  Jock,  however,  was  keeping  his  eye  on 
business,  and  ere  the  night  closed  had  redeemed 
the  7s.  6d.  by  the  capture  of  a  couple  of  salmon 
in  "  Armsti'ong's  Nab  "  on  the  Eden. 

A  long  while  ago,  in  the  fifties,  I  recollect 
witnessing  some  snatching  in  the  Esk  below  Long- 
town.  Only  two  "  artists  "  were  on  the  job  on  this 
occasion,  Dick  Foster  and  Tom  Nelson.  Dick 
had  ascended  a  tree,  while  Tom  handled  the  line. 
Presently  Poster  spies  a  monster  salmon  in  the 
act  of  sailing  over  the  hooks.  "  Strike,"  is  the 
order  given,  and  acted  on  instantly.  Then  comes 
a  mighty  boil  and  plunge  in  mid-stream,  and  a 
greater  splash  at  the  end  of  the  line,  which  tell 
the  tale  that  the  iron  has  bit  the  kipper,  and 
Nelson  has  gone  to  the  bottom.  Dick,  seeing  the 
probable  loss  of  the  fish— not  Tom  Nelson — climbs 
down  from  the  ti"ee  in  a  red  mad  hurry,  frantically, 
rushes  into  the  stream,  and  grasps  the  line.  The; 
noble  fish,  held  fast  again,  doubles  on  Dick,  and 
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trips  him  lap.  Foster,  however,  is  on  his  legs  in 
a  jift'ey,  and  eventually  lands  the  big  fish,  while 
Tom  crawls  out  of  the  cold  Esk  water  in  a  very 
bedraggled  condition,  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
a  bath  in  the  "  Roost  "  in  the  month  of  November 
is,  if  invigorating,  not  very  pleasant.  Then  we 
adjourn  to  the  Metal  Bridge  Hotel,  where  Tom 
dries  himself  at  a  roaring  peat  fire,  and  song 
and  story  brighten  the  passing  hours.  Dick 
Foster  (one  of  the  best  storytellers  on  the  Border) 
related  that  he  once  saw  an  old  man  close  on  four 
score  take  a  salmon  from  the  Cauldron  Pool  in  a 
most  extraordinary  manner.  The  veteran,  feeling 
the  impulses  of  youth  strong  upon  him,  stripped, 
and  swam  across  to  a  rocky  ledge,  from  under 
which  he  started  a  salmon.  Marking  the  cover, 
he  left  the  pool,  tied  round  his  leg  (close  to 
the  ankle)  a  piece  of  stout  cord,  to  which 
was  attached  a  short  handled  gaff  hook.  Diving 
down  the  face  of  the  cover,  he  drove  the  hook 
into  the  fish,  and  leisurely  swam  ashore,  towing 
his  piey  behind  him.  Tom  Nelson  followed  on  by 
singing  "  Little  Jock  Elliot "  in  stentorian  tones, 
the  refrain  of  which  is,  "  O  wha  daur  meddle  wi' 
me  ? "  At  this  point  old  Tom  Wilson,  the 
Netherby  river  watcher,  made  his  appearance, 
which  was  somewhat  of  a  damper  to  the  party 
assembled,  as  Tom  looked  the  personification  of 
suspicion.  The  old  bailiff  spoke  very  little,  but, 
as  Dick  Foster  said, '■  He  looked  a  deil  o'  a  lot." 
However,  as  the  fish  and  implements  had  been 
carefully  stowed  away,  we  could  set  the  sly  old  fox 
at  defiance. 

Having  got  to  the  Metal  Bridge,  which  is  within 
hailing  distance  of  Gretna  Green,  a  few  words 
anent,  which  mutt  conclude  these  few  remi- 
niscences of  the  past.  To  begin  with,  the  marriage 
trafiic  at  Gretna  Green  was  put  an  end  to  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  1849,  rendering  a 
residence  of  six  weeks  in  Scotland  necessary  to 
give  validity  to  the  marriage  of  English  men  and 
women  Contracted  in  that  country.  The  measure 
was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords  by  Lord 
Campbell,  and  suppoi'ted  by  Lord  Brougham,  who 
had  himself  taken  advantage  of  this  "  safety 
valve,"  as  it  is  called,  to  the  rigid  mar-riage  system 
of  England.  The  only  "  priests '"  I  can  call  to 
mind  at  present  are  old  Lang,  who  officiated  at 
the  second  marriage  of  Lord  Erskine,  the  famous 
pleader  and  Lord  Chancellor,  when,  in  his  old  age, 
he  stole  down  to  Gretna  in  disguise  to  espouse  his 
mistress,  Sarah  Buck.  This,  old  Lang  used  to 
boast,  was  his  greatest  achievement  in  the 
"maitiage  line."  Old  Lang  also  united,  in  1782, 
Lord  Burghersh,  afterwards  tenth  Earl  of  West- 
morland, to  the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Mr. 
Child,  the  wealthy  banker.  Elliot,  "  the  Black- 
smith," was  another  famous  Gretna  parson,  who 
was  said  to  be  a  very  gentlemanly  looking  man. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  Joseph  Paisley,  who 
"  reigned "  after  Elliot.  The  only  parson  I 
personally  knew,  however,  was  John  Murray,  who 
married  the  Marquis  of  Hastings  with  Lady 
Florence  Paget,  daughter  of  the  Marquis  of 
Anglesey,  and  betrothed  to  Mr.  Henry  Chaplin, 
now  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Government. 
In  this  case  the  ceremony  was  performed  in  the 
toll-house  on  the  Sark.  This  was  the  last  note- 
worthy marriage  at  Gretna  Green.  The  "business" 
must  have  been  a  very  lucrative  one,  as  Murray, 
when  he  died,  some  years  ago,  left  behind  him  a 
handsome  fortune. 


SUCCESSFUL  ACCLIMATISATION 
OF  GRANNOM. 

Many  readers  of  the  Field  will  read  with 
rejoicing  a  letter  from  Sir  W.  Peai-ce,  M.P., 
announcing  the  successful  introduction  of  the 
Grannom  to  a  water  where  it  did  not  previously 
exist.  The  attempts  hifberto  made  to  produce 
such  a  result  by  the  tui'ning  loose  of  gravid  female 
insects  were  apparently  a  failure,  but  the  laying 
down  of  eggs  has  been,  fortunately,  rewarded  with 
definite  results,  as  the  following  communication 
shows : 

"Sir, — It  will  interesfc  your  correspondent,  'South- 
West,'  and  perhaps  other  anglera,  to  read  that  the 
Grannom  has  come  up  here  for  the  first  time.  I  have  had 
eggs  sent  over  for  two  or  three  years,  but  the  experimeat 
had  up  to  this  year  failed.  The  fly,  I  am  told,  was  on 
strongly  oa  Monday  last,  and  again  on  Wednesday. 
Unfortunately,  I  did  not  see  it,  as  I  had  to  be  in  Scotland, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  fly  hatched  out  well.  It 
appears  to  have  gone  somewhat  lower  down  the  river  than 
where  the  eggs  were  located,  the  best  rise  being  at  Lever- 


ton,  half  a  mile  from  here.  I  hear  also  the  tly  vpas  seenaa 
far  down  as  Hofland's  Mill,  -where  the  Hungerford 
Common  water  begins.  From  what  I  can  discover,  it  was 
on  more  or  less  for  over  a  week.  '  South-West '  had  bad 
luck  never  to  see  any  fly  here  save  May  Fly,  as  he  writes 
ia  your  last  issue;  to-day,  for  example,  there  is  an 
excellent  rise  of  medium  Olives,  and  the  trout  are  feeding 
all  down  the  river.  Fly  in  the  spring,  however,  is  oCten 
Ecai'ce  here,  and  the  trout  somewhat  backward  as  compared 
to  the  trout  on  the  Itcheu. 

"  William  G.  Peaece,  in  Field. 
"  Clifton  Lodge,  Hungerford,  Berks, 
"May  8." 

[We  also  beg  to  congratulate  Sir  Wm.  Pearce 
on  this  success  in  a  field,  which,  as  we  have  often 
pointed  out,  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
future  of  fly  fishing. — Ed.  F.  G.] 


MAY  FLY  PROSPECTS. 


The  following  are  replies  from  correspondents 
who  kindly  answered  queries  we  sent  to  them  : 
TheT^arenth. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Darenth  has  been  lower  during  the 
past  winter  than  it  has  ever  been  known  before  during  the 
thirty  odd  years  I  have  fished  it.  The  fly  will  be  early 
this  season  as  a  consequence,  but  ttere  is  nothing  hke  the 
stock  of  trout  which  formerly  existed.  In  my  opinion  the 
Darenth  fi&hing  has  deteriorated  greatly  of  late  years, 
tkaoks  to  less  re-stocking  and  thanks  also  to  the  pike 
which  now  infest  this  little  stream.        0.  W.  Gedney. 

Darenth  House,  Bromley,  May  13. 


Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  post  card  received  this  day, 
the  rivers  (Lugg,  Arrow,  Pinsley,  &c.)  in  ttij  district 
throughout  the  spring  have  maintained  a normal  level, 
and  continue  to  do  83,  the  springs  having  apparently  been 
well  supplied.  Weather  lately  has  been  very  boisterous, 
as  well  as  changeable,  and  nights  have  mostly  been  cold, 
which  will  make  it  a  little  uncertain  as  to  rise  of  natural 
flies,  yet,  as  far  as  can  be  judged  at  present,  prospects  are 
distinctly  good.  E.  T.  Williams. 

Kingsland-road,  Hereford,  May  13. 


The  Dove,  Dovedale. 

Dear  Sir,— The  May  Fly  will  probably  he  up  about 
June  6.  I  am  expecting  a  fairly  successful  May  Fly  season, 
for  the  rain  we  have  had  has  filled  up  the  springs,  and 
there  will  probably  be  plenty  of  water  in  the  river.  The 
trout  are  busy  feeding  on  the  May  Fly  larvae  just  at 
present.  About  a  fortnight  ago  the  fish  rose  fairly  well, 
and  some  decent  baskets  were  made  in  the  Dale. 

W.  Prince. 

Ijaik  Walton,  Dovedale,  Ashbourne,  May  16. 


CoLN,  Gloucestershire. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Bull  water  is  now  in  good  order  ; 
weed  cutting  just  over,  and  water  ia  places  bank  high. 
Given  good  weather  the  May  Fly  season  should  be  a  good 
one  here.  There  are  plenty  of  fish.  May  Ply  expected 
on  or  about  May  28.  P.  K.  Busby. 

Bull  Hotel,  Fairford,  May  13. 


CoLN,  Leash,  &c,,  Cloucestershire. 

Dear  Sir, — Several  May  Flies  have  already  been  seen 
on  some  of  the  Coin  waters,  and  on  some  of  the  lengths  it 
will  be  well  on  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Private  waters 
generally  are  simply  teeming  with  fine  trout,  and,  with 
favourable  weather,  a  good  season  is  looked  forward  to. 
I  think  the  hotel  waters  will  show  up  very  well  with  the 
May  Fly,  but  the  Dun  rise  has  been  very  fitful,  the  big 
trout  not  showing  up.  There  has  been  no  evening  rise  to 
speak  of  at  preaent.  Whitsuntiders  should  be  in  the 
thick  of  it.  River  naturally  lowered  by  weed  cutting, 
but  a  fair  head  of  water  on  some  of  the  lengths.  Received 
May  Flies  by  post  this  morning  from  Dudgrove.  Pan. 

May  16.   

The  Wye,  Derbyshire. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  made  inquiry  to-day  about  the  fish- 
ing, and  the  May  Fly  is  not  expscted  to  be  out  until  early 
next  month,  unless  there  is  a  great  change  in  the  weither. 
It  is  exceedingly  wet  and  ccld  here,  and  has  been  for  the 
past  fortnight.  J.  Cooper. 

The  Peacock,  Eowsby,  May  13. 


Kennet  and  Lambourne. 

Dear  Sir, — May  Fly  has  not  yet  put  in  appearance  ;  it 
is  always  late  here.  Trout  are  plentiful,  and  in  grand 
condition,  and  the  fishing  in  the  Lambourne  is  better  this 
year  than  ever.  The  stream  has  been  cleared  out  and  the 
banks  made  up,  and  everything  points  to  a  good  season. 

Jack  Hotel,  NewburyjMay  12.  W.  S.  Veitch. 


Ballyshannon. 

Dear  Sir, — A  good  May  Fly  season  is  expected.  A  few 
flies  have  been  seen  on  Lough  Erne  on  11th  inst.,  but  the 
fly  will  not  be  on  the  water  in  quantities  before  20  th  inst. , 
or  perhaps  a  few  days  later.        M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Ballyshannon,  May  14.   

New  River. 

Dear  Sir, — I  saw  four  May  Flies  on  New  River  on 

Saturday.    Caught  one.    J.  T.  P.  P. 

May  16. 

Haslemere. 

Dear  Sir, — You  may  perhaps  be  interested  to  hear 
that  we  found  our  first  May  Fly  this  afternoon. 

Pec  j5ro.  Andrews  and  Andrews. 
Surrey  Trout  Farm,  (Ed.  B.  Burt). 

Haslemeie,  May  16. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  MAINE  LAKES. 

{Continued  from  l^age  330.) 

By  Chakles  W.  Stevens. 

One  who  sits  beside  me  as  I  write  these  lines 
suggests  that  I  reserve  a  few  adjectives  with 
which  to  describe  the  beauty  of  the  scene  that 
greeted  us  as  we  passed  out  from  the  narrows  into 
the  upper  lake.  But  it's  of  no  use,  I  never  could 
do  it  full  justice.  We  that  have  been  there  know, 
yes,  can  see  it  all  now,  as  it  bursts  upon  our 
astonished  vision  that  June  afternoon,  again  as  it 
appeared  in  the  soft  moonlight  when,  one  evening, 
we  viewed  it  from  our  boat,  lazily  drifting  with 
the  current,  ay,  and  many  times  since. 

Where  are  those  mountains,  shorn  of  their  trees 
from  base  to  summit,  of  which  the  "  pastor  "  tells 
us?  Surely  yonder  sentinel,  towering  up  at  the 
head  of  the  lake,  is  not  one  of  them,  for  that  the 
foot  of  man  has  never  trod,  nor  yet  those  twin 
sisters  on  our  left.  Where  is  the  debris,  the  slabs 
and  sawdust  that  denote  the  lumberman's  camp  ? 
Surely  not  in  the  clear  sparkling  streams  that 
pour  their  waters  into  this  grand  reservoir  of 
Nature.  Fie,  Mr.  Murray  !  you  didn't  know  what 
you  were  wi-iting  about,  and,  faith,  I  hope  you 
never  will.  We  must  leave  pi-eachers  and 
preaching,  for  here  we  are  at  the  landing.  That 
building  at  the  foot  of  the  lake,  which  has  such  a 
civilised  look  about  it,  is  Joe  Whilney's  camp ; 
and  a  fine  one  it  is  too,  and  beautifully  situated, 
as  you  can  see.  Call  there  some  time  in  passing ; 
if  Joseph  is  at  home,  you  will  find  the  latch-string 
on  the  outside,  and  a  sportsman's  welcome ;  if 
not  at  home,  brother  Cole  will  do  the  honours, 
and  accept  from  you  any  newspapers  that  you 
have  brought  along. 

But,  come,  pick  up  some  light  baggage,  and  let 
us  find  our  camp ;  for  it  is  getting  late,  and  Joe 
may  be  cross  when  he  sees  a  woman  coming.  Joe 
is  our  cook,  a  French- Canadian  of  seventy 
summers,  and  nearly  as  many  winters,  and  who 
has  been  here  for  about  twenty-five  years.  We 
will  tell  you  some  of  his  eccentricities  in  our  next 
chapter.  But,  no;  Joe  is  not  cross,  for  there  is 
not  a  fisherman  in  camp,  and  he  is  getting  lone- 
some. 

"  Joe,  this  is  Mr.  B.,  and  my  wife." 
"  How  do  you  do,  well  P  " 
"  Plenty  fish,  Joe  P  " 

"  Plenty  feesh  and  plenty  fly.  You  troll,  get 
feesh  for  supper  ?  " 

"  Yes,  Frank  will  bring  them  irp  in  a  minute.  ' 
"  Try  him  ?  " 

" 

"  You  bring  butter,  eggs,  yes  ?  " 

"  All  the  good  things,  Joe." 

"  You  got  camp  all  to  yourselfs,  lucky,  yes." 

"  Well,  Joe,  I  reckon  we  will  get  into  it  and 
stow  away  our  traps."  Which  we  did  ;  and  after 
a  glorious  trout  supper,  a  social  pipe  and  chat, 
retired  at  an  early  hour  to  di-eam  of  the  morrow's 
sport. 

It  was  four  o'clock  by  my  watch  when  I  awoke 
in  the  morning.  Thanks  to  Joe's  comfortable 
bed  and  our  mosquito  canopy,  we  were  undis- 
turbed by  the  festive  mosquito,  and  our  sleep  was 
quiet  and  restful.  The  Madam  said  she  had 
'■  slept  like  a  top."  1  complimented  her  on  her 
fresh  appearance,  congratulated  her  that  she  had 
rested  so  well,  and  then  provoked  her  by  asking 
if  she  could  tell  me  how  a  top  slept.  I  could 
never  exactly  see  why  this  comparison,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  got  no  information  this  time.  I 
suggested  that  probably  a  top  slept  to  hum  and 
we  didn't,  but  that  did  not  improve  matters. 

It  was  fom-  o'clock  by  my  watch,  I  said,  when 
we  awoke.  There  was  a  little  dispute  about  that 
also.  The  party  of  the  other  part  said  it  was 
three  minutes  past — a  small  portion  of  time  to 
vex  one's  self  aboirt  so  early  in  the  morning,  you 
would  say.  If  you  had  seen  that  room  after  we 
had  discussed  the  matter  in  a  calm  and  reason- 
able manner  for  about  five  minutes,  you  might 
think  differently.  I  finally  gave  up,  as  usual,  set 
my  watch  three  minutes  ahead,  and  commenced 
to  repair  damages.  This  little  episode  seiwed  to 
give  us  a  good  appetite  for  breakfast,  to  which 
we  did  full  justice. 

If  my  readers  who  have  journeyed  with  us  thus 
far  are  disposed  to  tarry  with  us  yet  a  litt'e 
longer,  it  is  very  proper  that  they  should  le  given 
some  brief  description  of  our  abode. 
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Upper  Dam  Camp  is  situated  at  tlie  head  of  a 
small  and  rapid  stream,  called  Rapid  River, 
which  sepai-ates  the  two  lakes,  Mooselucmaguntic 
and  Mollychunkemunk.  I  like  to  wa-ite  those  two 
names,  there  is  such  a  sense  of  relief  when  I  get 
through.  If  I  were  a  schoolboy  I  would  write  a 
composition  often  about  the  Maine  lakes,  their 
names  would  fill  up  so  well. 

Thecamp,  comprising  two  buildings,  one  for  cook- 
ing and  eating,  the  other  for  drinking  and  sleep- 
ing, is  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  dam  itself,  a 
splendid  structure,  and  well  calculated  to  improve 
one  in  gymnastic  exercises.    From  the  piers  of 
this  dam  we  cast  our  flies,  and  entice  the  wary 
trout ;  and  for  such  sport,  if  you  will  forgive  the 
seeming  paradox,  it  has  no  peer.    HaK  a  mile 
from  the  camp,  near  the  outlet  of  Mooselucma- 
guntic, is  Trout  Cove,  beautifully  situated,  com 
manding  a  fine  view  of  the  lake  and  distant  hills 
— the  joy  of  the  angler's  heart — for  beneath  the 
surface  of  its  clear,  cold  waters,  sport,  in  all  the 
vigour  of  a  healthful  growth,  the  finest  specimens 
of  the  Salmo  fontinalis  to  be  found  in  any  section 
of  our  country.    In  the  spring  they  vary  in  size, 
from  ilb.  to  41b.  in  weight,  the  average  being 
about  a  lb.,  quite  a  number  weighing  from  21b.  to 
31b..  while  one  of  41b.  is,  of  course,  rarely  taken. 
In  the  fall  they  run  as  high  as  81b.,  while  they 
h&,ve  been  taken  weighing  121b. 

Our  fishing  is  done  from  flat-bottomed  boats, 
usually  one  fisherman  and  guide  in  each,  and  the 
trout  preserved  alive  in  cars  moored  to  the  shore 
of  the  cove.  Our  average,  catch,  thirty  per  day, 
morning  and  evening  fishing,  taken  altogether 
with  the  fly.  To  those  accustomed  to  taking 
brook  trout,  this  may  seem  a  small  number ;  but 
the  ease,  excitement,  and  size  of  the  game,  more 
than  out-balance  the  greater  number  of  small  fry 
which  may  be  caught  in  any  quantity  in  the 
streams  which  abound  in  this  locality. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  ARROW  IN  SPEING. 

_  A  BRIGHT,  rapid  little  stream  is  the  Arrow  as 
it  flashes_  down  into  Herefordshire  out  of  the 
Radnor  hiUs,  and  hurries  along  with  meandering 
course  through  the  meadows  to  Kington.  Its 
alders  are  its  special  feature.    In  and  out  it 
winds  amongst  clumps  of  alder  trees ;  alders 
fringe  its  banks,  and  more  alders  grow  on  little 
islands  here  and  there  in  mid-stream.    A  delight- 
ful colour  they  turn  in  spring,  just  before  the 
leaves  come  out,  casting  a  rich  pink  haze  all 
along  the  vaUey,  whilst  from  the  riverside  one 
looks  down  to  the  old  church  of  Kington  stand- 
ing boldly  in  the  foreground,  and  away  to  the  dark 
blue  slopes  of  the  Radnor  Forest,  each  turn  of  the 
strearu  bringing  charming  glimpses  of  wooded 
hill  sides  and  distant  mountains.    The  Arrow 
itself  is  plentifully  stocked  with  trout,  which,  if 
somewhat  small,  make  up  for  their  want  of  size 
by  the  exceptional  delicacy  of  their  flavour,  and 
Kington  air  is  crisp  and  bracing,  so  that  the 
angler  is  quite  ready  to  eat  his  fish  by  the  time 
that  he  has  caught  them. 

Woe  to  the  incautious  angler  who  tries  to  fish 
the  Arrow  on  a  windy  day,  or  when  he  has  a  liver. 
Such  tangles  will  he  tie  in  the  alder  bushes  that 
he  has  to  fish  between  ;  such  festoons  of  flies  and 
gut  will  he  leave  behind  him  dangling  over  likely 
places  !_  It  is  essentially  the  stream  for  a  careful 
man,  with  a  short  rod  and  an  even  temper.  The 
Arrow  must  be  a  great  boon  to  tiers  of  flies  and 
sellers  of  gut. 

Running  down,  as  it  often  does,  in  the  summer 
months  to  a  mere  trickle,  it  was  rather  too  full 
when  I  fished  it  the  other  day,  so  A.  N.  Other  and 
I  mounted  Red  Palmers,  which  were  the  only 
flies  hkely  to  do  much  in  water  so  very  coloured, 
and  a  very  pleasant  day  we  passed  amongst  the 
alders.  We  soon  found  out,  however,  that  we 
were  not  the  first  on  the  stream.  At  least  half 
a  dozen  men  had  the  start  of  us,  combing  out  the 
water  we  were  fishing  with  flies  and  minnows,  and 
whatsoever  is  calculated  to  beguile  the  unwary 
trout  and  to  scare  the  rest.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  I  believe  we  should  have  got  quite  a  good 
basket.  As  it  was,  by  dint  of  economising  our 
Red  Palmers — of  which  we  had  very  few,  by 
striking  very  quickly,  and  throwing  away  no 
chances— we  got  a  dish  of  fish  for  breakfast  next 
morning,  and  thought  we  had  done  well. 

Chelidon. 


THE  "F.  J."   COMBINATION  ROD. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  of  7,  London-road, 
Twickenham,  during  the  recent  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tion at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  exhibited  a  combina- 
tion rod,  which  he  has  named  the  "  F.  J."  The 
rods  are  entirely  hand  made ;  the  butts  and  joints 
of  compressed  whole  cane,  with  greenheart  tops ; 
serrated  ferrules  hand-hammered,  double  brazed ; 
snake  rings ;  fitted  with  spear  and  button.  The 
"_F.  J."  Combination  Rod  consists  of  eight 
pieces,  or  joints,  and  is  capable  of  being  made  up 
into  eight  distinct  rods.  As  will  be  seen  in  the 
illustration,  each  joint  is  lettered,  and  the  rods 


are  made  up  by  piecing  two,  three,  or  four 
joints  together. 

ac^^-if}  Rod.— Joints  /,  g,  and  h  make  up  into  a 
ytt.  10m.  hght  dry-fly  rod,  suitable  for  trout, 
gi-aylmg,  dace,  chub,  &c. 

ofi^^o-^  Rod.— Joints  /(,  g,  and  d  make  up  into  a 
9tt.  2in.  brook  trout  rod,  suitable  for  worm, 
minnow,  or  light  spinning,  also  a  light  punt  rod 
for  roach,  dace,  chub,  bream,  perch,  &c. 

No.  3  Rod. — Joints  e,  g,  and  h  make  up  into  a 


8ft.  ledger  or  light  pike  rod,  suitable  for  use  in  a 
punt,  for  barbel,  bream,  perch,  &c. 

No.  4  Rod. — Joints  c  and  li  make  up  into  a 
6ft.  oin.  light  sea  or  short  pike  rod,  suitable  for 
boat  use. 

No.  5  Rod. — Joints  a,  b,  g,  and  /  make  up  into 
a  13ft.  double-handed  fly  rod,  suitable  for  May^ 
Fly  or  long  casting  for  trout,  &c.,  where  a  short 
rod  will  not  reach.  7 
No.  6  Rod. — Joints  a,  b,  g,  and  d  make  up  inta 
a  12ft.  4in.  strong  fly  rod,  suitable  for  sea  trout, 
chub,  or  heavy  fly  fishing. 

No.  7  Rod.— Joints  a,  h,  g,  and  e  make  up  into 
a  lift.  3in.  Thames  trout  or  light  pike  rod, 
suitable  for  light  spinning  for  perch,  trout,  or 
light  live  bait  fishing. 

No.  8  Rod. — Joints  a.  b,  and  c  make  up  into  a 
9ft.  6in.  light  sea  or  heavy  pike  rod,  suitable  fori 
use  from  a  pier  or  for  heavy  pike  spinning,  &c.  ' 

The  rods  are  carried  in  a  partitioned  bag,  and 
inserted  into  another  bag,  so  that  in  the  event  of 
travelling  where  the  fish  likely  to  be  caught  is 
not  known,  the  necessary  "  combination  "  may  be 
put  together  and  placed  in  the  extra  bag.  ■  The 
price  of  this  eight- jointed  eight  rods  is  three  ^ 
guineas.  ^ 
Mr.  Ogden  Smith  is  making  a  combination  of  ■ 
six  joints  for  six  rods,  which  make  up  the  same 
as  the  eight-jointed  rod,  with  the  exception  of  the 
two  fly  rods,  for  two  guineas. 

We  can  strongly  recommend  the  "  F.  J."  Ogden 
Smith  Combination  Rod,  having  used  one  for  fly 
and  other  fishing,  and  found  it  answer  very  well, 
indeed  far  better  than  we  ever  expected  any 
combination  would  do. 


TWO  IN  DEVON. 

Quite  an  impromptu  holiday  it  was,  as  my  i 
medical  friend  only  gave  me  a  few  days  to  ' 
prepare,  and  it  seemed  almost  a  surprisa  to  find  j 
myself  comfortably  settled  at  a  farmhouse  on  the  ) 
bank  of  the  Otter,  not  very  far  from  Sidmouth.  As 
the  doctor  had  preceded  me,  everything  was  ready 
for  action  ;  and,  indeed,  a  nice  little  dish  of  trout 
was  one  of  the  first  sights  that  met  my  admiring 
eyes.  Very  good  fish  they  were  for  Devon,  as  I 
thought ;  but  he  made  light  of  his  catch,  and  said 
we  should  do  better  than  that.  In  this  he  was 
right,  though  for  that  afternoon  it  appeared 
otherwise. 

Mounting  a  Blue  Upright,  a  Blue  Dun,  and  a 
Soldier  Palmer  (this  last  in  honour  of  the  coloured 
state  of  the  river,  which  was  decidedly  minnowy), 
we  started  about  four  o'clock  for  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Otter.  Disdaining  worm  and 
minnow,  we  stuck  to  fly,  and  at  last  my  Soldier 
did  his  duty  by  killing  a  nice  5oz.  trout  in  a  rough 
ripple.  I  must  confess  that  here  our  sport  ended 
for  the  day,  for  the  evening  was  getting  chilly, 
and  fish  were  gorged. 

On  Monday  we  parted  for  the  day,  as  the 
doctor  had  special  leave  for  a  stretch  of  water  one 
station  further  down,  and  I  wanted  to  revisit  my 
old  haunts  at  Honiton.  Both  of  us  were  able  to 
show  good  fish  on  our  return,  but  mine  were  not 
the  size  for  which  I  had  hoped,  as  my  best  fish 
broke  away,  and  I  lost  others.  However,  half  a 
dozen  fish  of  5oz.  or  6oz.  each  are  not  to  be 
despised  ;  while  the  doctor's  bigger  fish,  though 
fewer,  made  a  good  show. 

Next  day  we  parted  once  more  for  the  moraing, 
as  I  had  a  fancy  to  try  a  small  stream  which 
enters  the  river  close  by  (my  best  sport  on  the 
previous  day  having  been  on  a  tributary  near 
Honiton),  while  my  companion  preferred  to  stick 
to  the  main  river. 

It  was  a  bright,  though  showery,  morning,  and  . 
I  found  the  stream  in  lovely  condition,  if  perhaps 
a  little  high  for  fly.  Within  five  minutes  I  had 
a  nice  trout  on  the  soldier ;  and  then,  for  an  hour 
or  two,  sport  was  really  good  on  Blue  Dun,  &c., 
for  before  twelve  o'clock  I  had  four  brace  of  very 
pretty  fish,  several  of  41b.  a  piece,  and  none  under 
5oz.  These  were  all  from  a  little  stream,  easily 
jumped  in  many  places. 

In  the  afternoon  sport  slackened,  but  I  made 
up  the  five  brace  by  three  or  four  o'clock,  when 
they  went  quite  off,  and  I  went  back  to  tea,  and 
found  the  doctor  had  done  but  little. 

Late  in  the  evening  I  went  up  river  to  a 
favourite  glide,  and  covered  a  lovely  rise  with  a 
Blue  Dun,  cry.  A  dimple  and  a  twist  of  wrist, 
and  alas,  a  flyless  line !   Repairing  damages,  by 
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attacliing  another  eyed-hook  morsel,  I  cast  once 
more  over  the  still  rising  trout,  and  this  time 
struck  more  gently  and  was  fast  in  a  furious  fish, 
which  bolted  under  the  bridge  and  ran  out  the 
line  with  a  screech  from  the  reel !  However,  he 
was  soon  mastered,  and  proved  but  little  over  the 
Alb.  after  aU. 

Home  then  to  dinner,  at  our  usual  hour  of  half 
past  eight,  and  th§  usual  chat  over  our  respective 
failures  and  successes.  This  day  I  had  been 
broken  twice,  and  the  doctor  once,  his  hand, 
though  looking  equal  to  felling  an  ox,  being  the 
gentler  of  the  two. 

By  nine  next  morning  we  were  out  once  more. 
The  fates  were  against  me,  and  I  lost  fish  after 
fish,  by  the  hold  giving  chiefly,  and  had  to 
return  with  but  a  brace  of  6oz.  trout  in  all. 
My  companion  did  much  better,  getting  two  at 
one  cast  once ;  and  indeed,  the  fish  rose  well  at 
Blue  Upright  several  times,  though  only  for  a 
few  minutes  at  a  time,  and  scarcely  at  all  after 
3  o'clock.  This  last  I  found  to  be  a  general  rule 
in  May,  though  probably  not  at  all  in  hot 
weather. 

Next  day  we  went  together  to  another  part  of 
the  Otter,  some  miles  down.  In  spite  of  heavy 
and  repeated  showers  it  was  a  capital  fishing  day, 
and  the  doctor,  who  knew  the  water,  soon  began 
to  score,  getting  a  good  fish  at  once ;  and  then 
(while  I  was  watching  him)  repeating  his  previous 
performance  by  hooking  two  fish  once  more  at  a 
single  cast.  This  time  I  not  only  saw  the  fish 
landed,  but  was  near  enough  to  assist  at  the  kill. 
The  fish  on  the  end  fly  was  a  very  broad  hand- 
some trout,  of  lOoz.,  while  the  other  was  well  up 
to  the  6oz.  average,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
two  together,  making  frantic  struggles  in  the 
clear  amber  water,  was  worthy  of  the  pencil  of  a 


This  naturally  resulted  in  the  escape  of  the  trout, 
whose  hold  gave  way,  but  I  hooked  his  brother  in 
two  minutes  (on  Black  Gnat),  and  this  time 
landed  him  before  the  beasts  returned  to  the 
charge.  Before  casting  again  I  had  some  hard 
work  with  my  enemies,  but  a  lucky  stone  or  two 
at  last  got  rid  of  them,  and  I  began  once  more ; 
and  after  losing  another  fish  got  a  brace  of 
beauties  (on  the  Black  Gnat,  with  pike-scale 
wings).  The  gnat  was  thickly  on,  and  the  fish 
would  look  at  nothing  else.  My  friend  got  one 
good  fish  also  on  that  fly. 

This  long  suffering  shoal  being  at  last  scared, 
I  went  up  a  few  yards  and  waded  in  by  some 
alders,  and,  putting  on  that  fly  beloved  of 
Kingsley,  promptly  proved  its  virtues ;  for  a 
spanking  rise  was  followed  by  a  desperate  boring, 
like  that  of  a  big  barbel,  and  I  felt  in  for  a  good 
thing,  for  all  seemed  fast.  But,  no !  I  had 
omitted  to  test  the  whipping  of  that  alder,  and 
it  had  not  been  firmly  fastened,  and  the  hook 
drew. 

Time  to  retiu-n!  However,  I  fished  carefully 
down,  and  within  five  minutes  of  lunch  time  took 
a  brace  of  trout  (after  having  to  replace  a  fly)  in 
the  last  pool  of  all,  by  the  pretty  weir  at  which 
we  start  our  fishing.  Total  for  six  days,  forty- 
one  fish,  141b.  13oz.    Other  rod  about  the  same. 

J.  Paul  Taylor. 

N.B. — Much  of  the  fishing  here  can  be  had  by 
small  payment. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL, 
CROSSMOLINA,  BALLINA,  CO.  MAYO. 


This  hotel  is  the  beautiful  and  modemly-built 
mansion  Errew  House,  ei*ected  some  sixteen  years 


ON  THE  CONON. 


Having  its  sources  within  haK  a  dozen  miles  of 
the  head  of  Loch  Maree  (whose  waters  discharge 
by  way  of  the  Ewe,  on  the  west  coast),  the  river 
Conon  flows  in  an  easterly  direction,  and,  after  a 
course  of  about  forty  miles,  enters  the  Cromarty 
Firth,  near  the  town  of  Dingwall.  The  water 
system  of  this  fine  Ross-shire  stream  presents 
innumerable  atti-actions  to  the  angler.  Spring 
salmon  begin  to  ascend  as  early  as  February ;  the 
grilse  generally  make  their  appearance  in  May, 
while  upon  many  of  the  lochs  and  tributary 
streams  in  the  district  there  is  excellent  trout 
fishing.  Within  three  miles  of  tidal  influence 
there  are  a  few  fine  large  holding  pools,  which  are 
the  best  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  and 
these  can  be  conveniently  fished  from  the  village 
of  Conon,  situated  close  to  the  river  and  the  rail- 
way station.  Exactly  opposite  the  latter,  and 
some  400yds.  above  the  bridge,  there  is  ani 
excellent  specimen  of  that  numerous  and  not 
always  satisfactory  class  known  as  "  sea-pools." 
Twice  in  every  twenty-four  hours  during  the 
season  is  a  fresh  supply  of  fish,  brought  up  by  the 
tide  to  the  "  Slaggom,"  as  it  is  called,  and  here  in 
the  rapid  stream  they  may  be  seen  throwing 
themselves  high  in  the  air,  like  so  many  bars  of 
living  silver.  Owing  to  the  number  of  rocks  and 
boulders  which  it  contains,  this  is  a  bad  plan  for 
the  netsmen,  and  we  have  more  than  once  hooked 
salmon  in  it  on  the  fly  within  ten  minutes  after  a 
draw.  On  one  occasion,  from  the  high  parapit 
on  the  right  bank,  we  hooked  a  fish  which,  at 
the  first  rush,  thew  itseK  clean  ashore  among 
the  stones  on  the  opposite  .  shore,  where,  for 
three  or  four  most  unpleasant  minutes,  it 
jumped   about   in  very  lively  fashion,  then  it 


View  on  Lough  Conn. 


Xorth-West  View  of  Hotel. 


RoKe,  and  I  shall  not  soon  forget  it.  Fortunately 
I  kept  my  head  enough  to  remember  to  net  the  tail 
fish  first,  and  both  were  secured. 

Not  long  after  this  I  heard  another  lusty  shout 
for  me,  and  this  time  it  was  a  14oz.  fish  that 
was  landed.  Meanwhile  I  had  not  been  idle,  but 
my  score  was  but  five  moderate  fish,  the  best 
lloz.,  taken  chiefly  with  Blue  Dun,  and  by  careful 
work  in  the  smooth  glides. 

On  one  day  luck  was  quite  reversed,  and 
nearly  aU  my  best  fish  (including  one  of  14oz.) 
duly  came  to  grass,  the  total  being  ten  fish, 
weighing  just  51b.,  and  taken  between  eleven 
o'clock  and  three.  On  this  occasion  my  com- 
panion did  the  losing,  and  got  but  five. 

Our  last  day  was  a  short  one,  and  a  most 
provoking  one  at  first,  for  neither  of  us  could 
secure  a  single  fish  till  twelve  or  one  o'clock, 
when  they  began  close  to  a  lovely  ford,  above  a 
deep  and  gloomy  pool.  This  place  had  afforded 
good  sport  before,  and  seemed  our  last  hope. 

Unluckily  it  was  also  a  favourite  resort  for  a 
herd  of  cattle,  and  they  seemed  determined  to 
come  into  the  water  and  stand  in  the  shade  just 
there,  and  nowhere  else.  I  had  noted  the  pro- 
voking beasts,  and  had  sent  several  stony  argu- 
ments across  the  river  at  the  leader,  as  it 
approached,  and  foudly  hoped  I  had  driven 
them  off,  and  was  to  fish  undisturbed.  Not  so. 
No  sooner  had  things  quieted  down,  and  the 
trout  resumed  their  fly  dinner,  than  back  came 
those  cattle,  and  I  actually  had,  while  playing  a 
lively  ilb.  fish,  to  drive  them  away  once  more. 


ago  by  the  late  Mr.  Granville  H.  Knox  at  a  cost 
of  upwards  of  £10,000,  and  all  the  improvements 
that  architectural  science  suggested  to  render  it 
a  mansion  of  superior  character  have  been  amply 
earned  out  in  its  constnaction.  It  stands  in  its 
own  grounds  on  the  promontory  of  Errew,  1300ft. 
above  sea  level,  practically  surrounded  by  Lough 
Conn,  and  within  two  minutes'  walk  of  the  best 
salmon  and  trout  casts  on  this  famous  lough, 
12,600  acres  ai-ea,  exclusive  of  Lough  Cullin,  of 
half  the  same  extent,  and  which  it  adjoins.  All 
cross-line  or  other  machine  fishing  whatever  are 
prohibited  by  injunction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
(April  25, 1889),  thereby  strictly  preserving  to  the 
angler  this  vast  and  interesting  expanse  of  fishing 
water,  and  free  of  charge.  The  Lough  Conn 
Hotel  is  within  three  miles  of  Crossmolina,  a 
postal  and  telegraph  station,  and  nine  miles  of 
Foxf  ord  and  BaUina,  both  stations  on  the  Midland 
Great  "Western  Railway.  Yehicles  from  the 
hotel  meet  visitors  either  at  Foxford  or  Ballina 
by  appointment,  and  boats  attended  by  men  of 
experience  at  all  times  available.  The  tariff 
of  charges  taken  into  account,  with  first-class 
cuisine  and  accommodation,  will  be  found 
moderate. 

The  fishing  to  be  obtained  by  visitors  staying 
at  this  hotel  is  of  a  very  high  order,  com- 
prising salmon  and  trout,  and  the  latter  run  an 
WPi«8ually  large  size.  -  From  now  (May)  to 
September  are  the  best  months.  Address — 
Proprietor,  Lough  Conn  Hotel,  Crossmolina,  co. 
Majo,  Ireland. 


managed  to  flop  back  into  its  natural  element, 
and  resumed  operations  there.  The  number  of 
fish  which  the  angler  hooks  in  this  fine  sporting 
cast  is,  of  course,  out  of  aU  proportion  to  those 
killed,  as  being  absolutely  fresh  from  the  sea, 
their  mouths  are  very  soft,  and  being  as  f uU  of 
life  and  energy  as  possible,  as  well  as  unsettled  to 
a  degree,  they  rise  wildly,  and  in  an  extremely 
erratic  manner  at  the  fly.  When  the  river  is  in 
order,  however,  the  Slaggom  should  be  good  for 
three  or  four  fish  at  least  in  a  day.  The  next 
important  cast,  about  half  a  mile  further  up, 
is  also  good  for  salmon  and  gi-ilse,  but  is  of  a 
different  character.  At  its  foot  a  long  cruive- 
dyke  passes,  and  so  dams  back  the  water,  render- 
ing the  pool,  except  at  the  very  top,  somewhat 
slow  flowing.  Down  the  whole  of  the  right  bank 
trees  extend  and  overhang,  and  in  the  deep  water 
alongside  are  numerous  fine  brown  trout.  These 
rarely  take  the  fly  well,  and  only  once  were  we 
fortunate  enough  in  hitting  them  off  in  a  rising 
humour,  when  in  two  and  a  half  hours  we  captured 
thirty-two,  weighing  rather  over  361b.  There 
were  also  a  few  jack  about  this  part  of  the  river, 
but  not  in  numbers  sufiBcient  to  interfere  with  the 
salmon  and  trout,  who'  had  things  pretty  much 
their  own  way.  Immediately  above  this  interest- 
ing  piece  of  water  is  the  "  Graveyard  Pool,"  a 
dull,  heavy-looking  salmon  cast  of  indifferent 
reputation,  but  which  holds  a  good  many  brown 
trout  of  from  21b.  to  51b.  a-piece.  These  would 
seem  hardly  ever  to  rise  at  the  fly,  but  we  secured 
a  good  many  specimens  by  spinning,  and  by  fish- 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 

rtrni/T'DTXT  A  TTflXT   outside  GABARDINE   j  both  Fabrics  ^patttttt 
in   UUiYijjiJN  JL 1  lUrl    inside  WOOL  TWEEDS  >  WEATHERPROOPED  >  ^^^^^  ^' 

PROOF 


^  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
I  HOT  AND  COLD  WINDS, 
^  THORNS,  AND  FISH-HOOKS, 


WITH 


NATURAL  VENTILATION. 


Built  on  this  plan,  i.e.,  a  wool  foundation,  a  healthful  natural  warmth  is 
maintained,  so  that  the  angler  experiences  in  this  dress  complete  in- 
difference to  weather,  temperature,  or  climate. 


The  neutral  shades  of  Gabardine 
are  pronounced  by  experts  perfect 
for  rendering  the  Sportsman  in- 
visible to  the  quarry. 

The  resistance  which  it  offers  to 
the  insinuating  fish-hook  makes 
Gabardine    indispensable   to  the 
Angler. 

Lightness,  combined  with  great 
weather-resisting  and  hard- 
wearing  qualities,  place  Gabardine 
in  the  forefront  as  a  material  for 
every  kind  of  sport. 


"  Eain  stands  on  it  in  beads  like  quicksilver, 
shaken  off  at  the  first  movement.  We  have  tested 
the  garments  thoroughly." — The  Lancet. 

"  All  weathers  are  equalised,  the  body  never 
overheated,  and  chills  and  their  discomforts 
avoided." — The  Fishing  Gazette. 

"  There  is  nothing  better  adapted  for  outdoor 
sports  and  exercise." — The  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
News. 

"  Rains  can  be  defied  without  discomfort  .  .  .  , 
the  ventilating  qualities  of  woollen  fabrics  are 
maintained  intact." — British  Medical  Journal. 


THE  "BURBERRY 
SUIT. 

UTMOST  FREEDOM-PERFECT  PROTECTION. 


THE  SLIP=ON  CAPE 

UTMOST  PROTECTION-PERFECT  FREEDOM. 


"Practically  waterproof,  perfectly  self -ventilating,  impervious  to  thorns  or  fish-hooks,  as  comfortable  in  wear  as  homespuns." — Fishing  Gazette. 
"  During  two  or  three  days  fishing  they  kept  out  the  wet,  were  comfortable,  and  did  not  cause  perspiration." — The  Field. 


1898  Gabardines  include  many  new  shades,  and  mark  an  important  advance  In  tropical  Airylight, 
whicFi  has  now  strengrth  and  thorn  resistance  up  to  Summer  standard. 
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ing  with  half  a  par  on  a  single  hook,  worm 
fashion,  a  plan  which  often  succeeds  where  the 
trout  are  large  and  lazy. 

•  Owing  to  its  extent  and  depth,  the  "  Rock  Pool " 
probably  holds  more  fish  than  any  other  on  the  lower 
Conon,  but  without  a  breeze  it  is  practically  use- 
less, and  in  this  respect  presents  a  great  contrast 
to  its  neighbour  the  "  Roshin  Pool,  '  which  may 
be  described  as  the  upper  cast  on  the  lower  or 
early  spring  beat.  When  the  river  is  not  absolutely 
out  of  order,  the  angler  will  find  this  fine  stream 
almost  a  certainty,  and  owing  to  the  rapidity  of 
its  character,  fish,  when  hooked,  show  magnificent 
sport. 

A  few  miles  further  up,  what  is  probably  the 
best  little  salmon  river  in  the  county,  joins  the 
Conon ;  indeed,  the  Blackwatei-  is  the  perfection 
of  a  highland  stream.  From  the  Falls  of  Rogie 
down  to  its  junction  with  the  main  river,  a 
distance  of  little  more  than  two  miles,  there  are 
at  least  five  and  twenty  fine,  clean,  rocky  casts,  and 
the  angler  who  is  fortunate  enough  to  get  these 
to  himseK  on  a  favourable  day  in  early  spring  or 
in  the  grilse  season  should  be  able  to  account  for 
his  twelve  or  fourteen  fish.  During  one  season 
we  killed  a  lot  of  fish  on  this  good  little  river, 
when  it  was  so  low  that  ordinary  patterns  were  of 
no  use,  by  using  in  the  evenings  a  huge  fly  so 
uniformly  yellow  that  it  was  really  not  at  all  a 
bad  imitation  of  a  canary. 

Among  the  picturesquely  situated  and  beautiful 
sheets  of  water  which  afford  good  sport  to  the 
trout  fisherman  within  the  drainage  area  of  the 
Conon  may  be  named  Locks  Luichart,  Cullen, 
Achanault,  Roshk,  Ledgowan,  Garve,  and 
Fannich.  Of  these  the  last  named  is,  perhaps, 
the  best ;  seven  miles  in  length,  and  in  places  very 
deep,  it  contains  a  number  of  large  fish,  and 
capital  baskets  are  made  upon  it  with  the  fly. 

With  regard  to  the  fine  brown  trout  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made  as  frequenting 
the  lower  Conon,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they 
are  migratory  in  their  character,  and  that  they 
descend  to  the  sea  to  recruit  their  strength  after 
spawning.  Even  in  summer,  indeed,  they  are  by 
no  means  confijied  to  the  non- tidal  pools,  but  they 
abound  and  may  be  taken  with  the  fly  in  the  slow 
flowing  and  brackish  portion  of  the  river  which 
extends  for  a  considerable  distance  below  Conon 
Bridge.  Rugde. 


A  FINE  TEST  TEOUT. 


Mr.  John  Coopee,  the  fish  preserver,  of 
28,  Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's,  E.C.,  kindly  sent 
up  a  very  fine  trout  for  us  to  see  on  Thursday. 
He  says  it  was  caught  by  Mr.  H.  Y.  Warrender, 
at  Romsey,  Hants,  and  weighed  131b.  It  was  a 
picture  of  a  fish,  full  length,  from  nose  to  tail, 
2ft.  Sin. ;  girth,  19in.  Mr.  Cooper  says  he  had 
another  weighing  131b.  6oz.  from  the  same  place 
last  week.  We  should  like  to  know  how  these 
splendid  fish  were  caught. 


AN  AFTERNOON  BY  A  NORWEGIAN 
BURN. 


The  morning  of  the  day  on  which  H.  and  I 
arrived  at  our  quarters  on  the  High  Fjeld  was 
spent  in  uupacking  and  stowing  away  our  various 
belongings.  Luncheon  over,  we  determined  to 
make  a  start  with  the  trout.  H.  preferred  to  try 
the  effect  of  a  minnow  on  the  lake  close  at  hand, 
whilst  I  elected  to  walk  down  a  stream,  formed  by 
the  overflow  from  two  lakes,  which,  small  enough 
at  first,  became,  thanks  to  the  aid  of  several  little 
tributaries,  before  long  quite  a  sizable  brook. 
The  summer  had  been  hot  and  dry,  and  I  fully 
expected  to  find  the  water  very  low  and  bright. 

The  sceter  meadow  was  soon  left  behind,  and 
after  I  had  crossed  a  piece  of  flat  ground,  over- 
grown with  willow  and  juniper  scrub,  out  of 
which  I  flushed  two  solitary  snipe,  I  reached  the 
little  stream  I  intended  to  fish.  Low,  indeed,  it 
was,  and  no  distilled  water  was  ever  clearer. 

A  few  fingerlings,  about  five  to  the  pound,  were 
making  little  rings  about  the  pools,  and  here  and 
there  a  heavier  fish  dashed  away  to  gain  the  cover 
of  the  banks.  All  about  this  wiUow-grown  flat 
the  stream  twisted,  and  bent  backwards  and 
forwards  as  if  attempting  the  reproduction  of 
the  maze  of  Minos.   At  almost  eveiyone  of  the 


many  sharp  turns  was  a  deep  pool,  very  likely  to 
hold  decent  fish.  At  the  western  extremity  of 
this  flat  was  the  junction  of  the  two  streams, 
which  at  last  emerged  from  the  rather  exasperating 
thicket  of  willows.  From  this  point  the  beck, 
now  much  wider,  followed  a  straight  course  for 
some  considerable  distance.  This  water,  how- 
ever, was  far  too  thin  to  hold  any  fish  woi-th 
casting  for.  By  degrees  the  glen  through  which 
the  stream  ran  widened  out,  and  the  birch-clad 
slopes  on  either  hand  receded,  whilst  the  fall  of 
the  stream  became  less  rapid,  but  the  water 
deeper.  About  the  middle  of  the  first  really  deep 
i-each  a  trout  rose,  which  I  mentally  weighed  and 
put  down  as  a  good  41b.,  and  the  heaviest  I  had 
as  yet  seen  that  season.  The  sun,  however,  cast 
my  shadow  on  the  perfectly  unrufiied  water,  and 
the  fish  bolted  for  the  cover  of  a  hoUow  bank.  I 
noted  his  haunt  and  walked  on. 

One  or  two  more  goodly  trout  were  moving  in 
the  long,  still  stretch,  but  none  that  came  near 
the  proportions  of  the  big  fish  I  had  first  seen 
there. 

This  long  pool  extended  for  some  200yds.  or 
300yds.,  and  then  came  an  apparently  endless 
extent  of  shallow,  rapid  water,  running  over  rocks 
and  stones,  and  forming  miniature  falls  and 
cascades,  pretty  enough  in  one  sense,  but,  what- 
ever it  might  be  earher  in  the  season,  when  the 
water  was  higher,  quite  hopeless  now  from  a 
fisherman's  point  of  view. 

My  walk  back  soon  brought  me  pretty  near  the 
spot  where,  earlier  in  the  day,  I  had  seen  the 
heavy  trout ;  and  as  I  had  crossed  the  beck  the 
light  was  right  for  my  fat  friend  if  he  were  in  a 
feeding  humour.  For  some  few  yards  I  fished 
the  water  very  carefully,  with  no  result ;  but  at 
last  up  came  a  magnificent  fish,  looking  literally 
as  yellow  as  gold  as  his  sides  gleamed  in  the  sun. 
It  was  hardly  necessary  to  strike  ;  a  turn  of  the 
wrist  sent  the  fly  home,  and  for  a  few  seconds  the 
frightened  trout  led  me  a  pretty  dance.  Once  he 
jumped  clean  out  of  the  water,  and  I  could  see 
that  I  had  not  over  estimated  his  weight  by  a 
single  ounce  when  I  had  mentally  seen  him  tm-n 
the  scale  at  41b.  Alas !  however,  our  struggle 
was  short.  A  few  turns  more  and  my  rod 
straightened,  and  the  trout  was  free  to  fight 
another  day.  Too  late,  of  course,  I  remembered, 
with  a  sad  heart,  that  I  had  tied  a  very  fine  cast 
in  an  ordinary  jamb  knot,  without  taking  the 
precaution  to  make  a  knot  at  the  end  of  the  gut 
before  drawing  all  tight.  So  much  for  careless- 
ness. 

The  remainder  of  the  pool  gave  me  two  decent 
trout — one  of  about  fib.,  the  other  a  trifle  smaller 
— and  any  number  of  sprats,  which  of  course 
were  returned  to  the  stream.  Then  came  again 
the  long  piece  of  thin  water,  with  rocky  bottom, 
not  worth  trying  as  the  height  of  the  stream 
then  was. 

On  my  way  down  I  had  seen  quite  enough  of 
this  pai-t  of  the  rivulet  to  satisfy  me  that  I  had 
no  chance  of  any  sport  befoi-e  arri\'ing  at  the  pool 
where  the  two  becks  met.  The  shooting  season 
would  soon  begin,  and  I  was  anxious  to  ascertain 
if  I  could  what  prospects  of  game  this  ■pari  of 
our  ground  held  out.  I  remembered  that  between 
the  stream  and  the  birch  grown  ridges,  which 
bounded  the  valley,  there  was  a  number  of  small 
rush  grown  pools  and  backwaters,  where  several 
different  species  of  duck  nested,  and  whither  the 
old  ryper  brought  their  broods  for  food  and 
water  in  dry  seasons.  I  left  the  bank  of  the 
stream  and  walked  up  the  glen  about  100yds. 
from  the  right  bank.  All  along  the  valley  were 
plenty  of  signs  of  ryper,  and  before  reaching  the 
junction  pool  I  had  flushed  five  widgeon,  two 
teal,  and  one  old  wild  duck  (who  no  doubt  had 
her  brood  safely  hidden  away  in  some  not  far 
distant  pool),  close  to  stream  I  put  up  two  snipe  ; 
in  fact,  I  was  tempted  to  think  that  I  ought  to 
have  brought  a  gun  instead  of  fooling  around 
with  a  rod,  and  losing  big  fish  from  want  of  care. 
Still,  the  sight  of  so  much  feather  consoled  me 
not  a  little,  and  my  spu-its  were  by  no  means  at  a 
low  ebb^when  I  cautiously  neared  the  broad  deep 
pool  formed  by  the  union  of  the  becks. 

It  was  a  queer,  triangular-looking  pool  which  I 
now  cautioi^sly  inspected.  The  banks  were  high, 
and  wiUow  scrub  fringed  their  edges.  Moreover, 
its  surface  was  absolutely  unruffled  by  even  the 
suspicion  of  a  wind.  Altogether  it  seemed,  as  I 
peered  through  the  screen  of  willows  at  its  still- 
ness, about  as  hopeless  a  place  to  catch  a  trout  in 


as  any  I  had  ever  passed  by  in  disgust  and 
despair.  As  I  watched  some  tiny  trout  rising  at 
microscopic  flies,  a  shoal  of  dark  shadows  came 
gliding  into  the  pool  from  the  mouth  of  the 
smaller  of  the  becks.  Every  fish  of  them  was 
plainly  visible  in  the  clear,  still  water,  and  from 
the  friendly  cover  of  the  willows  I  could  observe 
every  tiu-n  and  movement  they  made. 

After  a  few  minutes  the  shoal  of  trout — and 
heavy  trout  they  were,  some  of  them  seeming  to 
run  well  up  to  31b.— made  for  the  larger  and 
deeper  beck,  which  entered  the  pool  at  one  of  its 
corners  some  ten  or  fifteen  yards  from  where  I 
was  standing.  This  new  movement  seemed  to 
give  me  a  better  chance  of  securing  one  at  least 
from  the  number. 

At  about  the  second  attempt  my  fly  di-opped 
about  a  foot  fi-om  the  bank,  close  by  the  spot 
where  the  beck  ran  into  the  pool.  Luckily  the 
cast  was  lightlyj  made,  the  small  Silver  Sedge 
dry,  and  as  a  result  a  trout  daghed  at  the  floating 
fraud,  and  was  quickly  hauled  downstream  to  a 
place  where  I  could  land  him  without  much  risk 
of  disturbing  the  remaining  members  of  his  com- 
pany. He  was  soon  in  the  net,  a  shapely,  weU-fed 
fish  of  about  lilb. 

This  piece  of  good  fortune  had  not  caused  much 
commotion,  and  after  another  cast  or  so  a  second 
trout  fastened  himself  to  the  fly,  and  was  also  in 
due  coui-se'added  to  the  day's  bag.  And  so  the 
game  went  on.  Every  now  and  again  the  company 
of  big  fish  would  move  a  little  either  higher  up  or 
lower  down  the  stream,  as  the  case  might  be,  and 
not  a  few  fingerlings  experimented  to  their  own 
discomfort  on  the  fly  their  older  relatives  seemed 
to  appreciate.  At  length  the  number  of  takable 
trout  landed  from  this  by  no  means  large  and 
ab.solutely  clear  and  still  pool  had  reached  the 
quite  respectable  total  of  seven,  almost  all  over 
lib.,  and  the  heaviest  going  for  21b.  The  luck  was 
all  too  good  to  last  long,  and  one  of  the  minnows 
of  the  shoal,  coming  a  bit  short,  was  only  lightly 
hooked,  and  soon  parting  company  with  me, 
speedily  communicated  his  experiences  to  his 
ah-eady  rather  suspicious  companions.  My  sport 
was  over  for  that  day,  not  another  decent  trout 
could  I  coax  into  trying  the  flavour  of  the  Sedge. 
However,  besides  all  the  fingei-lings  I  had  thrown 
back,  my  total  made  up  nine  good  trout,  weighing 
very  nearly  111b.,  not  bad  for  a  short  afternoon's 
walk  by  a  Norse  beck. 

I  now  struck,  as  straight  as  the  stream  and  the 
willow  thickets  would  allow  me,  for  the  lake, 
where  H.  was  trying  his  luck  with  the  minnow. 
His  boat  was  not  far  from  the  shore  where  I 
reached  it,  and  a  loud  whistle  soon  brought  him 
and  his  boatman  back  to  land.  Notwithstanding 
my  lingering  regret  at  losing  a  regular  whale 
through  a  piece  of  gross  carelessness,  I  felt  veiy 
well  satisfied  with  my  performance,  and  flattered 
myself  that  I  had  done  remarkably  well.  But  it 
was  soon  plain  that  I  must  not  only  take  a  back 
seat  for  the  day,  but  a  seat  a  very  long  way  back. 
H.  had  caught  nineteen  trout,  which  weighed 
28lb.,  losing,  of  course,  as  everbody  always  does, 
all  the  biggest.  This,  although  accomplished 
with  a  minnow,  was  a  wonderfully  fine  piece  of 
sport  for  a  shoit  half  day. 

I  may  add  that  on  more  than  one  occasion  after 
this  I  tried  to  lure  my  fat  evasive  friend  from  the 
deep  pool  where  I  had  made  his  acquaintance, 
but  without  the  least  success.  I  only  hope  that 
up  to  the  present  he  may  have  survived  all  the 
chances  and  accidents  pertaining  to  a  goodly 
trout,  and  that  this  season  I  may  I'enew  my  all 
too  brief  connection  with  him,  with  more  happy 
results  for  the  fisherman,  if  not  for  the  fish. 

Thtmallus. 


Me.  p.  D.  Malloch,  Perth,  is  bi-inging  out  a 
new  i-eel,  and  we  hope  to  have  a  trial  of  it  soon. 
The  name  Malloch  "  is  synonymous  with  every- 
thing that  is  practically  excellent  in  its  way,  and 
the  new  reel  will,  we  are  quite  sure,  in  no  way 
impau-  the  unbounded  confidence  which  anglers 
generally  place  in  Mr.  MaUoch's  excellent  produc- 
tions. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  CCi  now 
jiublished  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited.  Si 
Dimstan's  House,  I"etter-lane,  London.  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office— A  C'ATALOGl  K  of  these  Text  Boots,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Goveinment  Publications  can  be  had  od 
applicatioQi 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fisnmo 
Gazette,  St,  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 
Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — In  my  long 
expeiienceof  tbe  grand  old  river,  I  can  never  remember  a 
trout  teason  that  has  been  so  devoid  of  interest  as  the 
present  one,  and  given  me  so  little  to  report.  Anglers 
professional  fishermen,  and  the  fish  have  all  been  quiet.  I 
was  very  glad  to  read  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week 
the  record  of  fish  taken  at  the  Amwell  Magna  Fishery, 
because  the  allusion  as  to  my  old  and  valued  friend,  the 
late  Mr.  Henry  Wix,  of  Clay  Hill  House,  Walthamstow, 
reminded  me  of  bygone  days  when  he  was  attached  to 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  not  only  as  a 
subscriber,  but  a  regular  attendant  at  the  annual  banquets. 
He  was  also  a  subscriber  to  my  first  presentation,  and 
present  at  the  dinner  which  was  given  to  me  at  St.  James's 
Hall,  when  the  recognition  was  made  in  1870,  and  has 
Visited  me  since  I  came  to  reside  in  Hounslow.    He  was, 
as  the  record  statesV  a  famous  angler,"  and  a  thorough 
sportsman.    I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  on  Tuesday 
last,  from  Major  Arthur  Terry,  a  nice  trout  of  3 Jib., 
which  he  had  caught  at  Shepperton  on  the  previous 
afternoon,  at  two  o'clock,  and  I  very  much  appreciate  his 
kindness,  as  well  as  the  enjoyment  of  tasting  it.  Although 
we  are  having  some  fine  days,  the  wind  is  very  cold  and 
ungenial,  with  the  result  it  keeps  the  fish  down,  and 
prevents  any  success  in  the  creeling  of  trout.  The  veteran 
William  Milbourne,  writing    on    Tuesday  from  East 
Molesey,  says,  "  There  has  not  been  anything,  done  for  tbe 
Issj  fortnight  in  the  way  of  trout,  and  there  has  not  been 
anj  one  down  to  try  for  them  excapt  in  the  private  beats. 
There  are  plenty  of  trout,  and  are  showing  well,  and  the 
wa<er  is  in  good  order.     There  are  a  great  quantity  of 
barbel  and  chub  at  the  weir,  and  several  large  barbel  have 
been  taken  up  to  81b.  and  91b.  each  while  fishing  for  trout, 
and_  have  all  been  tafely  returned."    Charles  Hone,  of 
Staines,  tells  me  he  has  been  fishing  the  last  week  with 
Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  of  Brentford,  up  the  river  between 
Day's  Lock  and  Reading,  and    that  that  gentleman 
creeled    seven    trout  —  the    two    largest  weighing 
respectively  51b.  12oz.  and  51b.  8oz.,  were  caught  on 
Saturday  last,  and  were  weighed-in  at  the  Piscatorial 
Society  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  ou  Monday  evening. 
The  only  other  takes  comes  from  Sunbury,  where  Mr.  J. 
Taylor,  fishing  with  A.  King,  hooked  two  nice  trout,  but 
managed  to  lose  them  both.    Mr.  Lukyn  has  succeeded  in 
geHing  a  brace  of  trout,  the  best  fish  weighing  31b.,  and 
the  other  a  smaller  one,  which  was  safely  returned  to  the 


river  again.  The  report  from  this  district  is  that  trout  are 
feeding  freely,  and  the  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Stroud  are  well 
prepared  to  put  the  anglers  in  the  right  track  if  they  will 
only  come  down  and  try  for  them.  Since  writing  the 
above  I  have  received  a  report  from  Shepperton  of  George 
Rosewell  having  taken  two  more  trout,  one  creeled  by  Mr. 
Hills,  weighing  61b.  9oz.,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Charles 
Turner,  weighmg  61b.,  being  ten  trout  landed  by  Rosewell 
this  season. — B. 

  (Datchet). — River  still  very  low.    The  trout  just 

out  here  seem  to  have  done  rising  ;  not  seen  one  for  some 
time,  but  still  they  are  feeding  pretty  well.  On  the  12th 
I  caught  a  fish  of  31b. ;  on  the  14th  one  of  71b.  Yesterday 
evening  I  had  a  run  with  a  nice  fish  ;  the  evening  before 
had  one  on,  under  the  Albert  Bridge,  some  time  ;  he  got 
off. — G.  Lumsden. 

  (Henley). — The  most  handsome  trout  that  I  have 

ever  seen  was  taken  in  this  district  on  Friday  last  by  Mr. 
R.  P.  Jeston,  who  was  attended  by  Bob  Young.  The  fish 
was  killed  on  live  bait  tackle  baited  with  a  bleak,  and  gave 
excellent  sport.  Its  weight  was  8Jlb.,  length  only  23fin., 
and  depth  T^in.  The  shoulders  and  waist  were  of  great 
depth  and  thickness,  head  and  mouth  small  and  well 
formed,  and  the  fish  Iseing  young  and  beautifully  marked, 
formed  a  trophy  of  which  any  angler  might  well  be  proud. 
—A.  Edward  Hobbs  (Hon.  Sec.  Henley  Fisiieries 
Preservation  Association). 

— ^  (Windsor  District).— A  most  perfect  water  is 
flowing  for  Thames  trout,  but  unless  the  angler  can  get 
up  early,  or  remain  to  the  best  titne  of  day,  to  my  mind 
after  sunset,  he  will  find  the  traffic  a  very  disturbing 
influence  in  the  prosecution  of  Thames  trouting.  That 
trout  catching  machine — Lumsden,  of  Datchet— has  had, a 
nice  brace  of  fish  during  the  past  week,  the  best  fish  being 
71b.,  taken  last  Saturday  evening;  the  other,  a  pretty 
fish,  well  marked,  weighing  between  51b.  and  61b.  Bleak 
are  now  working  up  into  the  foam  at  the  weirs,  and 
anglers  should  take  advantage  of  this,  as  it  is  always  a 
good  chance  if  a  nice  bright  bait  used. — B.  R.  B. 

Avon  (South  Brent).— Trout  fishing  on  this  popular 
stream,  and  also  on  the  Erme,  is  pretty  brisk  just  now. 
Capt.  W.  E.  Binney_(H.M.S.  Galatea,  Chatham)  has 
been  fishing  the  Association  waters,  and  the  following  is  a 
record  of  his  baskets  for  ten  days  :  Twenty,  weight  51b.  ; 
eleven,  twelve,  fourteen,  eighteen,  weight  51b.  ;  twenty- 
nine,  including  one  of  fib. ;  six,  twenty,  weighing  61b. ; 
nineteen,  and  fifteen.  The  principal  fly  was  the  Cocka- 
bondhu.  Mr.  J.  Edenson,  staying  at  Loddiswell,  has  had 
takes  running  up  to  nine  and  ten  brace,  and  one  day  killed 
a  fine  fish  of  14oz,  Capt.  G.  E.  Richards  has  also  killed 
some  nice  trout  of  good  size. — B. 

Bnre,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).— Angling  is 
very  quiet  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  will  so  probably 
continue  for  the  next  six  or  seven  weeks.  Although 
quantities  of  coarse  fish  may  be  caught  they  cannot  be  sxid 
to  be  i a  good  condition,  and  would  show  far  better  sport  a 


few  weeks  hence.  Weather  has  been,  for  the  time  of 
year,  wild,  wet,  and  cold  to  a  degree,  and  still  looks  very 
unsettled.  The  country  is  beginning,  however,  to  look 
very  beautiful,  and  cyclist  and  yachtsmen  will,  weather 
favouring,  find  a  Whitsuntide  visit  repay  them,  though 
the  same  can  scarcely  be  said  to  anglers.  Trout  fishing  in 
private  waters  is  dull  as  far  as  I  can  hear.  It  is  very 
unfortunate  there  is  not  more  subscription  trout  fishing  in 
Norfolk,  as  there  are  numerous  streams  and  mill  pools 
which  would  make  first  rate  trouting  water  if  stocked, 
and  would  prove  advantageous  to  hotel-keepers,  &c.,  as  an 
extra  attraction  to  visitors. — 0.  H.  Taylor. 

Cornish  Streams.— A  fight  with  a  big  peal,  some  41b. 
or  51b.  weight,  up  the  canal  as  high  as  St.  Breward, 
settles  the  fact  that  peal  are  going  up,  and  that  they  can 
easily  surmount  the  Blackpool  Weir.  Baskets  of  thirty 
and  forty_ trout,  many  of  which  weighed  Jib.,  have  been 
frequent  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  same  river  during  the 
week.  The  waters  are  high,  and  the  wind  very  cold,  but 
sport  is  very  good  nevertheless.  Peal  are  running  up  all 
the  streams  now,  helped  as  they  have  been  by  the  late 
rain.  Capital  sport  should  be  got  in  the  coming  week. 
The  eastern  streams,  the  Tamar  and  Tavy,  are  in  very 
good  condition,  but  high. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  &c.).— Though  the  water 
is  clear  and  the  wind  north-east,  the  trout  are  rising  well 
occasionally.  I  was  out  yesterday  evening  and  got  four 
fish,  but  only  one  was  sizable.  The  Hare's  Ear  and  the 
Governor  were  the  flies  ;  very  little  fly  on  the  water,  or 
very  little  visible  to  me;  mainly  smuts  I  suppose.— 
J.P.J. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— A  number  of  visitors 
are  now  in  the  district,  and  sport  continues  good,  although 
the  moorland  waters  are  doing  best.  A  number  of  salmon 
have  run  up,  Mr.  E.  Angel  killing  two  of  131b.  and  141b. 
weight  respectively.  The  Rev.  C.  Riskards,  Messrs. 
W.  W.  Symington  (of  Dartmeet),  and  Martin  are  among 
those  who  have  captured  fish.  Rev.  W.  Watkins,  of 
Streatham,  is  fishing  at  Hexworthy,  and  Mr.  Sidney 
Adams  has  hooked  two  or  three  salmon  this  week,  both  of 
which  broke  away.  Some  nice  takes  of  trout  have  also 
been  made  in  the  tributaries  ;  whilst  lower  down  the  river 
baskets  have  not,  as  a  rule,  averaged  more  than  a  dozen. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Ballantyne,  fishing  with  Mr,  Sloggett,  on 
Saturday,  killed  fourteen  ;  and  on  other  evenings  Messrs. 
H.  T.  Distin,  E.  Acknell,  and  E.  Distin  have  had  dishes 
of  four  and  five  brace.  Some  nice  sport  is  to  be  obtained 
at  Staverton,  Mr.  H.  Searle  basketed  over  a  dozen,  some 
of  which  were  taken  very  rapidly.  The  net  men  at  Stoke 
Gabriel  are  getting  some  salmon — almost  the  first  for  the 
season. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.- Reports  from  various  parts 
of  the  country  show  that  there  is  a  decided  improvement 
in  sport,  especially  with  trout  fishing,  the  condition  of  all 
the  rivers  being  more  favourable  after  the  rains  of  last 
week.    Of  the  southern  streams,  the  Avon  is  showing  up 
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4/- 

PER  DOZEN. 


G.O.  M. 


4/- 

PER  DOZEN. 


MAY 


ARE  ABSOLUTELY  IRRESISTIBLE 


THE  "GLADSTONE"  MAY  PLIES, 
The  invention  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  were  the  most 
successful  flies  used  last  season,  proving  more  killing 
than  any  other  pattern,  especially  on  the  Hampshire 
streams. 

They  float  remarkably  well,  dry  very  quickly,  and  can 
be  had  in  twenty  varieties  of  shade,  both  in  the  body  and 
wings. 

Price  4s.  per  Dozen. 


From  the  Fishing  Gazette,  April  16th,  1898. 
"  The  Major  caught  a  brace  of  trout  and  several  troilble- 


some  grayling;  the  largest  trout  was  about  l^lh.,  and  by 
this  trout  there  hangs  a  tale. 

"  When  I  was  fishing  in  the  same  meadow  last  June  I 
lost  many  a  trout  and  many  a  May  Fly ;  now  it  so  happens 
that  in  the  gill  of  this  trout  was  found,  firmly  hooked,  a 
very  p9rfect  May  Fly— the  G.O.M.— with  6in.  of  gat. 
He  has  worn  and  no  doubt  been  very  proud  of 
this  distinctive  decoration  ever  since.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  remarkable  thing  that  fly  and  hook  should 
have  been  in  that  fish  for  more  thai  nine  months,  and 
now  as  perfect  and  fresh  as  if  it  had  been  in  my  pocket- 
book  all  the  time ;  the  gut  is  rather  rotten.  The  gold 
tinsel  round  the  body  is  as  bright  as  ever  it  was,  one  wing 


is  slightly  mangled,  as  if  other  envious  trout  had  tried  to 
nibble  it.  I  fully  believe  that  fly  is  mine,  that  I  lost  that 
fish  on  that  particular  spot  last  May ;  the  only  doubt  I 
have  about  it  is  that  I  then  estimated  the  fish  I  lost  as  at 
least  IJlb.,  whereas,  this  one,  after  nine  months'  growth, 
now  weighs  only  Ijlb.  On  the  other  hand,  you  know  how 
much  larger  are  always  the  fiSh  you  lose  than  those  you 
take  !  I  find  there  are  other  claimants  for  this  fly.  The 
professor,  who  is  not  here  now,  has  certainly  a  claim.  I 
can  only  say,  Palmani  qui  -ineruit  ferat,  it  it  ca,n  only  he 
proved.  It  is  distinctly  a  G.O.M.  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith's 
make. 

"  The  Amateur  Angler. " 


OGDEN  SMITH, 


6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park  Corner,  and 

34^  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction,  London,  S.W, 
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well  with  baskets  running  to  fifteen  brace,  including  a 
number  of  ^-pounders.  The  moorland  waters  of  the  Dart, 
Tavy,  and  other  rivers  have  been  affording  excellent  sport, 
there'  being  a  (luantity  of  big  fish  in  the  former  and 
adjacent  streams.  Among  others,  the  Lyd,  a  considerable 
poition  of  which  is  pre ssrved,  contains  a  fine  lot  of  trout. 
All  the  border  streams  are  doing  fairly  well,  whilst  just  on 
the  other  side  baskets  of  forty-five  and  three  dozen  are 
reported  from  the  Attery.  The  early  presence  of  large 
peal  is  scarcely  credited  by  many  anglers.— Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— In  spite  of  spates  and  gales 
of  wind,  some  good  bags  of  fish  have  been  made  in  this 
district  this  week,  notably  one  of  twenty-five  trout,  this 
on  Brailsford  brook  ;  another  good  bag  has  been  made  on 
Longford  brook.  The  March  Brown  has  again  proved  to 
be  the  killing  flv.— D.  anh  W.  H.  Foster. 

Hast  and  West  Cleddan  (Pembrokeshire).— 
The  rivers  continue  in  excellent  condition  for  fishing. 
The  water  has  been  rather  low  during  the  past  week,  but 
a  good  colour.  We  have  had  cold,  no.th  winds,  but  a 
change  to  the  west  and  some  showers.  Several  nice 
baskets  of  trout  were  taken  tD-day  on  the  Western 
Cleddau.— H.  .       .  , 

Esk  (Whitby).— This  river  has  been  m  fairly  good 
condition  for  angling  during  the  week,  but  owing  to  the 
cold  easterly  winds  that  prevail  no  great  catches  have  been 
made.  Amongst  the  best  catches  that  we  know  of  are  : 
Mr.  W.  Rhodes  for  the  week,  twelve  brace  ;  Mr.  Marks, 
Grosmont,  six  brace.  Blue  Dun  and  Brown  Owl  flies  have 
given  the  most  satisfaction  on  the  Dam. — J.  Jackson. 

Pen  District  (South  Xiincolnshire,  &c.).— 
Trouting  in  the  south  Lincolnshire  waters  furnishes  but 
very  poor  sport.  The  weather  is  dull,  cold,  and  quite 
unlike  May.  If  fish  are  to  be  caught  at  all  it  is  by  bottom 
fishing,  for  practically  there  is  no  rise  even  on  the 
brightest  of  days.  Surely  we  shall  have  a  change  soon.— 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Reports  of  fair  sport 
come  this  week  from  the  Idle,  near  Retford.  Several 
brace  of  fish  have  been  banked,  mostly  with  worm,  early 
and  late  during  the  finer  days.  Some  have  also  landed 
fish  with  the  maggot,  but  have  not  done  quite  so  well. 
The  deep  holes  between  the  Beck  End  and  the  Rifle  Butts 
have  yielded  best.  Fly  fishing  is  again  a  blank.  A  few 
Hawthorn  Flies  have  been  noticed  this  week. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bordorgan,  Anglesey).— The  fish 
rise  well  in  the  mornings,  and  late  in  the  evenings.  Mr. 
E.  Fanning  Evans,  Alnwick,  took  seven  fine  trout  one 
evening,  and  two  early  one  morning  (best  fish,  21b.),  which 
is  the  largest  yet  taken.  On  Saturday  the  writer  took 
seven,  and  four  in  a  slort  time  Monday  evening,  averaging 
over  ilb.    Best  flies,  Hawthorn  and  Black  Gnat. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vymwy. — The  weather  during  the  past  week 
has  been  most  unseasonable  ;  wet,  cold  days  being  the 
rule.    Notwithstanding  this,  some  very  good  baskets  hive 
been  made,  the  best  being  the  one  made  by  Capt.  Garnett, 
on  the  17th,  when  he  killed  twenty  fish,  141b.  8oz.  On 
the  12th,  twenty-six  fish,  weighing  201b.  7oz.,  were  taken. 
Messrs.  O'Hanlon  killed  six,  51b.  6oz.  (the  two  best  fish 
weighing  21b.  Soz.) ;  Mr.  Craven,  four,  31b.  5oz.  ;  Mr. 
Lovett,  four,  31b.  loz. ;  Major  Scarlett,  three,  21b.  loz.  ; 
Mr.  (Jrowther,  two,  lib.  9oz. ;  Commander,  two,  lib.  9oz. ; 
Mr.  Standen,  two,  lib.  6oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  two,  lib.  8oz. 
On  May  13,  a  fish  weighing  21b.  2oz.  was  killed  by  Mr. 
O'Hanlon.     On  this  day  a  to.al  of  seventy-nine  fish, 
561b.  14oz.,  were  taken.    Capt.  Garnett  took  eleven, 
weighing  91b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Crowther,  ten,  51b.  12oz.  ;  Mr. 
Graven,  ten,  71b.  2oz.  ;  Major  Scarlett,  eight,  41b.  8oz. 
Mr.  Lovett,  seven,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Standen,  seven,  51b.  6oz. 
Messrs.  O'Hanlon,  six,  51b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett, 
four,  31b.  4t)z.  ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  three,  21b.  2oz.  On 
May  14,  seventy-one  fish,  .521b.  6oz.,  were  taken.  The 
best  fish  of  the  day  was  killed  by  Capt.  Garnett,  weighing 
lib,  8oz.    Capt.  Gainett  kUled  seventeen,  121b.  8oz. 
Mr.  Richardson,  twelve,  81b.  4oz.  ;  Messrs.  O'Hanlon. 
twelve,  91b.  loz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  ten,  71b.  6oz. ;  Capt. 
Walsh  and  Mr.  Morgan,  five,  31b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Standen, 
five,  31b.  12oz. ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  one,  12oz.    On  May  16, 
sixty-six  fish,  471b.  15oz.,  were  weighed.  Messrs.  O'Hanlon 
killed  eighteen,  141b.,  the  beat  fish  weighing  lib.  3oz.  ; 
Mr.  Standen  killed  fourteen,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Richardson,  nine, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Lovett,  nine,  61b.  41b.  ;  Capt.  Garnett,  six 
41b.  13oz. ;  Messrs.  WaUh  and  Morgan,  five,  31b.  12oz. 
Mr.  R.  I.  Garnett,  three,  21b.  4oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  two 
lib.  6oz.     On  the  17th,   a  total  of  forty-seven  fish 
301b.  14oz.,  were  brought  home.    Capt.  Garnett  killed 
twenty,  141b.  8oz. ;  Messrs.  Walsh  and  Morgan,  seven 
41b.  6cz.  ;   Messrs.  O'Hanlon,  seven,  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr, 
Standen,  four,  21b.  14oz. ;  Mr,  Norton,  two.  lib.  3oz. 
Messrs.  Burnett,  two,  lib.  4oz. ;  and  Mr.  R.  I.  Garnett 
9oz.     Very  small  flies  are  taking  best,  the  favourites 
being  Lea's  Favoniite,  Hawthorn,  and  Spring  Black. 
Long  Drift. 

Lea. — The  river  continues  nice  and  fresh,  but  unfortu- 
nately for  trout  anglers  there  has  been  no  improvement  iu 
the  weather.  Keen  and  blustering  winds  have  again  been 
experienced,  and  sport,  in  consequence,  has  been  slow.  A 
few  trout  have,  however,  been  taken.  Between  Hertford 
and  Ware,  Mr.  Brierly,  early  in  the  week,  landed  one  of 
61b.,  and  another  61b.  fish  has  been  caught  at  Ware.  In 
the  St.  Margaret's  district  a  21b.  trout  has  been  had. 
Several  fine  eels  have  been  secured  ;  one  taken  at  Hertford 
measured  40in.  in  length  ;  and  another  angler  brought  to 
bank  a  21b.  eel.  There  have  been  a  few  trout  taken  in  the 
tributary  Beane.  Mr.  J.  Green,  sen.,  has  had  a  nice 
brace,  l|lb.  and  IJlb.- Izaak  Walton. 

Llugwy  (Capel  Cnrig). — This  river  and  the  lakes 
near  Capel  Curig  are  in  splendid  order  for  fishing  now. 
Mr.  P.  V.  Beatty,  of  Market  Harborough,  staying  at 
Cobden's  Hotel,  Capel  Curig,  has  btea  most  successful, 
having  killed  132  trout,  with  fly,  in  five  days,  fishing  not 
more  than  three  hours  each  day.  The  fish  are  in  splendid 
condition  in  both  lakes  and  rivers.— March  Brown. 


iMXLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  order  for  fishing,  but  have  been 
visited  with  heavy  faUs  of  rain,  which  caused  them  to  rise 
a  little  and  become  stained  with  road  water,  which  will 
soon  run  off.  Angling  has  been  fairly  good  in  both 
streams,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out.  Trout 
are  feeding  well,  and  rise  at  the  Blue  Dun,  Red  Spinner, 
Grey  Spinner,  Alder,  Iron  Blue,  and  Palmers,  and  some 
nice  trout  have  been  landed.  With  settled  weather  there 
will  be  good  sport  in  this  part.    The  Pinsley  is  in  order.— 

GWYNNE. 

Itugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
foil,  normal  level,  slightly  stained,  and  in  first-class  con- 
dition. Still,  cold  nights,  with  E.  and  N.E.  winds,  are 
not  conducive  to  sport,  although  on  some  sheltered  reaches 
fair  baskets  have  been  made,  principally  with  Alder  and 
Yellow  Dun.  In  a  week's  time  we  shaU  be  Icoking  for  the 
May  Fly,  and  the  season  at  present  bids  fair  to  be  one  of 
sport,  though  should  judge  the  natural  insect  will  be 
scarce.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Macloy  Lake  (Ty  Croes  Anglesey).— May,  June, 
and  July  are  the  best  months  on  this  lake,  and  some  fine 
sport  was  obtained  last  week  :  Mr.  W.  Owen,  twenty-two, 
weighing  lOJlb.;  Mr.  Williams,  several  fine  baskets  of  fish, 
running  to  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Cottrell,  in  a  short  time,  three, 
weighing  2ilb. ;  Mr.  Erin,  Rugby,  twenty  (best  fish,  IJlb.), 
and  averaging  |lb. ;  Mr.  Kampsey,  Oldham,  a  basket  of 
nearly  twenty,  taking  eight  fine  trout  in  twenty  minutes. 
The  gameness  and  good  eating  qualities  of  Macloy  trout 
are  unsurpassed. — W.  H. 

Mid-Taw  (Eggesford,  N.  Devon).— River  now  in 
good  order.  Several  salmon  are  being  taken  on  the  hotel 
waters.  Capt.  Nixon  landed  one  on  Wednesday  and 
another  on  Thursday,  101b.  each,  both  fresh  fish.— F.  A.  M. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Our  anglers  are  now  looking 
forward  to  next  month  for  a  little  more  activity  after  the 
close  season.  The  water  is  now  of  good  colour,  but  the 
river  has  been  a  little  too  fuU  lately,  although  severalhave 
had  tome  good  sport  amongst  the  roach  at  Orton  and 
Castor.  6ne  well-known  angler  will  be  very  much  missed 
in  this  district,  Mr.  John  Ireland  having  gone  over  to  the 
great  majority.  He  was  interred  in  the  family  grave  at 
Stratford-on-Avonlast  week.  Deceased  was  an  enthusiastic 
angler,  and  always  visited  Peterbjrough  and  district 
annually  for  a  few  months  to  pursue  his  favourite  pastime. 
Mr.  Jas.  Jackson  has  been  appointed  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Nene  Angling  Club  for  the  Northampton  district  in  the 
place  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  B.  Hensman.— E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— Hopes  of  improved 
weather  rose  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  Monday  being 
a  superb  day,  but  yesterday  (Tuesday)  simply  washed  out 
our  anticipations  with  an  all-day  downpour.  Conse- 
quently rivers  are  again  upset,  but  to-day  has  made 
amends  by  keeping  simply  lovely  all  day,  and  we  aro  off 
to  the  Tean  to-morrow  on  speck.  Very  little  angling  has 
been  done,  and  anglers  are  more  concerned  with  getting 
their  May  Fly  stocks  replenished  than  with  actual  fishing. 
The  only  river  that  really  benefits  by  much  colour  is  the 
Upper  Dove.  I  lave  done  best  in  Dovedale,  taking  my 
largest  fish  after  a  spate.— F.  W.  Dale 

Onny  and  Plowden  Waters  (Craven  Arms).— 
Wind  north-east.  Showery.  Water  deeply  stained.  Little 
has  been  done  on  the  hotel  water  during  the  past  week. 
In  the  Plowden  Club  water,  on  the  17th,  Dr.  George  had 
ten  brace.  In  that  portion  of  the  river  Clan  near  here, 
Mr.  Thos.  Howells  had  two  brace,  scaling  nearly  31b. 
Stone  Fly,  Red  Spinner,  and  March  Brown  are  the 
favourite  flies  at  present  in  use. — Truth. 

Otter  (Ofctery  and  Neighbourhood).— Even  if  no 
more  rain  falls,  the  river  will  be  in  fair  fishing  order  for 
several  days  more,  though,  if  hot  weather  sets  in,  the  spoit 
may  change  its  character,  and  be  obtainable  more_  in  even- 
ings than  in  the  day,  as  at  present.  Anglers  tliinking  of 
fishing  the  Otter  should  take  tourists'  tickets  for  Sid- 
mouth,  and  will  be  able  to  find  sport  for  small  paymtut 
near  one  or  other  of  the  stations  on  the  branch  line  from 
Sidmouth  Junction,  or  at  Honiton.  Accommodation  is 
also  reasonable,  and  not  difficult  to  obtain,  and  leave  may 
possibly  sometimes  be  had  by  appKcation  to  the  land 
owners  even  on  the  more  strictly  preserved  parts  of  the 
river.  We  had  fair  sport  on  Saturday,  getting  three  brace, 
weighing  about  31b.,  in  tWo  or  three  hours,  chiefly  on 
Quill,  Gnat,  Dry  and  Black  Gnat.— J.  P.  T. 

Otter  (Tipton  St.  Johns).— A  great  deal  of  rain 
has  fallen  during  the  last  week,  and  the  river  has  in  con- 
sequence  been  full.  Trout  have  been  very  uncertain  in 
their  rising,  some  days  taking  fly  freely,  others  scarcely  at 
aU.  Yesterday  (17th),  between  12  and  2..30,  they  rose 
greedily  at  Pale  Duns  and  Black  Gnats,  but  came  very 
short  to  the  artificial  fly.  Some  good  fish,  however,  were 
taken.  It  has  been  remarked  that  many  fish  this  season 
show  pink  flesh  when  cooked,  more  so  than  is  usual  with 
ordinary  brown  trout  from  this  river.  It  is  thought  that 
this  miy  be  owing  to  the  strain  of  Lochleven  blood  which 
was,  it  is  said,  introduced  a  few  seasons  ago. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — Nice  showers  and  not  too  brilliant  sun 
shine— just  the  ideal  weather  for  fishing.    The  rivers  are 
in  capital  condition.    Some  fine  salmon  have  been  taken 
the  Dart  between  Dartmeet  and  Two  Bridges.  Not 


much  was  done  on  Monday,  as  it  was  very  cold.  I  have 
been  on  the  Meavy  nearly  every  day,  as  I  am  staying  at 
Yelverton,  and  have  not  seen  a  rod  for  the  week.  I  hopi 
to  have  a  few  hours  this  evening.— William  Hearder 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llauymy- 
nech). — There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  weather 
during  the  past  week,  which  still  continues  very  unseason- 
able, and  the  cold  wind  from  the  north,  which  blows  most 
persistently,  is  very  trying  to  anglers,  and  the  sport  is  at 
present  only  pursued  under  difllculties,  and  generally  with 
unsatisfactory  results.  What  few  trout  have  been  taken 
in  the  Severn  in  this  neighbourhood  have  fallen  victims  to 
the  bottom  fisher,  as  a  rule,  as  the  trout  do  not  rise  at  all 
freely  to  the  fly  ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  as  to  the  sport 


obtained  in  the  Vymwy.  Fly  fishing  only  is  allowed  in  the 
Tanat,  and,  although  the  water  has  been  in  fair  condition, 
comparatively  few  trout  have  been  secured  in  this  liver. 
The  little  river  Cain  very  soon  recovers  its  condition  after 
rise  in  the  water,  and  is  then  at  its  best  for  the  fly,  and 
_p  to  the  present  sport  has  been  very  good  indeed 
amongst  the  trout,  when  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
weather  is  taken  into  consideration. — Vvknwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Kivers. — Rain ,  so  long  wished 
for,  has  fallen  inl  sufficient  volume  during  the  past  few 
weeks  to  raise  rivers  to  overflowing  and  carry  off  the 
accumulation  of  the  weed  and  leaf  nuisance.  In  many 
districts  the  Ouae  ii  over  the  banks,  and  the  meadows 
flooded.  With  the  high  and  clouded  water  angling 
operations  are  at  a  standstill  for  the  present,  but  a  few 
fine  days  will  put  the  water  in  grand  conclition  for  trouting. 
Harbour  anglers  have  had  good  sport  with  smelt,  getting 
from  three  to  six  dozen  per  rod.  Respecting  the  whole, 
sale  destruction  of  flat  fish,  reported  in  last  week's  issue, 
friend  informs  me  that  the  principal  portion— netted  at 
Chichester  Harbour  and  consigned  to  Selsea— are  small 
brill  and  turbot  (many  not  larger  than  a  five-shilling 
piece),  and  that  the  fishermen  make  no  secret  of  destroy- 
ing myriads  of  these  small  fry  to  furnish  the  crab  and 
lobster  pots  with  bait.— George  F.  Salter, 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Rivers  contain  more  water 
now  than  for  years  in  May.  Fishing  in  some  rivers  so  far 
up  to  the  record  of  years  ago,  and  still  great  hopes  of  a 
good  season,  which  for  ten  years  we  have  not  had.  Salmon 
are  running  up,  plentiful  and  large.  One  net  took  a 
salmon  over  501b.  Rain  keeps  falling  ;  and  those  who  are 
lucky  enough  to  be  out  have  had  good  sport  with  Rowe's 
Fancy  and  the  KiUer.— Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).- The  river 
continues  in  grand  order  for  fishing— plenty  of  water  and 
a  good  colour— and  nice  baskets  of  trout  are  being  taken. 
A'fine  fresh  run  salmon  was  taken  here  last  week. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable  and  rather 
cold,  and  on  Tuesday  rain  fell  all  day,  but  it  made  little 
difference  to  the  water.  Angling  has  been  better  of  late, 
and  more  anglers  out,  and  the  fish  appear  to  be  rising 
better.  On  Wednesday  there  was  a  sUght  stain  on 
the  water,  but  it  was  only  surface  water.  The  weather 
was  fine,  and  there  were  a  good  few  anglers  out.  There 
are  a  large  number  of  flies  out.  The  best  flies  to  use  are 
the  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Alder,  Cowdang,  Red  Spinner, 
Palmers,  Grey  Spinner.  Bottom  fishing  since  the  rain 
has  been  brisk,  the  trout  taking  the  worm  well,  and  large 
trout  have  been  landed .  Minnow  fishing  has  been  success- 
ful under  the  weirs.  On  Monday  five  brace  of  good  trout 
were  taken  with  Blue  Dun  and  Red  Spinner.  Fishing  on 
Wednesday  morning,  six  trout.  Jib.  each,  were  taken  with 
the  worm.  An  angler  tried  under  WhitcliSe  and  t)ok 
several  good  fish  with  the  Yellow  Dun  and  Blue  Dun. 
During  the  past  week  the  otters  have  been  absent,  they  in 
all  probabiliy  having  gone  down  stream.  The  Ony,  Corrie, 
CIuo,  and  Ledwycke  are  all  running  in  good  fishing 
order.  Good  trout  are  now  taken  in  the  Corrie  with  the 
worm.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  there  has  been  some 
haavyfallsof  rain,  but  has  made  little  difference  to  the 
state  of  the  water,  which  is  in  fair  order  for  angKng.  The 
rain  of  Tuesday  caused  the  water  to  rise,  and  it  was 
slightly  coloured  ;  but  it  soon  run  off,  and  is  in  good 
fishing  order.  Angling  has  been  fairly  gopd  of  late,  and 
the  fish  have  been  moving  better,  and  with  warm  days 
there  will  be  some  good  dishes  of  trout  landed.  Some 
good  fish  taken  on  Monday  with  fly.  The  Red  Kyre  and 
Ledwycke  are  in  good  order.— Worc  ester. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Cold  nights 
and  dull  weather  are  by  no  means  favourable  for  trout 
fishing.  Indeed,  a  bright  day  is  almost  a  rarety.  A  few 
dishes  of  trout  are  reported  from  the  Sleaford  district, 
and  a!sD  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Grantham.  A  few, 
also,  have  been  taken  from  the  waters  coming  from 
Market  Rasen  and  the  district  around.  Most  of  the  work 
is  done  by  swimming  the  worm  or  maggot.  Fly  fishing  is 
almost  out  of  the  question. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The  weather 
is  still  unsettled,  and  fly  fishing  has  not  been  pursued  with 
very  go«d  results.  The  Wye  and  upper  portions  of  the 
Derwent  have  had  about  the  average  number  of  rods  at 
work,  but  only  a  few  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  fly. 
The  best  baskets  have  been  obtained  by  bottom  fishing 
and  spinning  the  minnow  where  it  is  allowed.  Mr.  E. 
Buxton  during  the  past  twenty-one  days  has  landed 
thirteen  trout,  weighing  161b.,  from  the  Orchard  Holme, 
Matlock  Bath,  by  bottom  fishing  with  the  worm.  The 
water  is  now  in  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  the  foUowmg 
flies  will  be  useful  :  Ash  Dun,  Dotterel,  Yellow  Dun, 
Black  Gnat,  Claret  and  Furnace  Bumbles,  with  the  Sand 
Fly  for  evenings.— Dotterel. 

SCOTCH  BEPOETS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  chief  sport  is  still 
with  yellow  trout  in  both  rivers.   A  few  sea  trout  have 
been  seen  in  the  Langholm  water,  but  they  are  not  running 
in  large  numbers  from  the  salt  water.    Although  there 
was  a  big  flood  last  week,  not  many  fish  have  been  taken, 
and  the  sport  is  especially  slack  in  the  Longtown  and 
Metal  Bridge  stretches  of  the  river,  usually  very  proliiic 
at  this  time  of  the  year.    Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  Rowanbum,  had  a 
new  run  salmon  of  71b.  and  a  sea  trout  of  l|lb.,  m 
addition  to  a  131b.  salmon  on  Long  Penton,  and  a  sea 
trout  of  Ulb.     :Mr.  McKune,  Shotsholm,  had  a  nice 
basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Doable  water  ;  and  Dr. 
Andeison,  Canonbie,  was  very  successful  in  creeling  a 
goodly  number  of  yellow  trout,  in  prime  condition,  in  the 
same  water.    Mr.  James  Graham,  Crookholm,  caught  a 
salmon  of  61b.  in  Penton  Linns.   Mr.  Thomas  Steel  liad 


376 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[Mat  21,  1898 


a  salmou,  weighing  Sib.,  in  the  Double  Pot  Pool  iu  the 
Liddle,  and  also  a  couple  of  dozen  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
Whitfield,  Carlisle, and  a  number  of  anglers  from  Hawick, 
have  h  id  nice  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle  ;  and 
Mr.  Hobkirk,  Newcastleton,  Mr.  J.  Little,  Carlisle,  and 
Mr.  W.  Stoddart,  Newcastleton,  have  also  had  some  fine 
trout  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  David  Murray  killed 
a  sea  trout,  IJlb.,  and  two  and  a  half  dozen 
yellow  trout,  in  the  Liddle.  Mr.  J.  Jardine, 
Bowholm,  had  one  and  a  half  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the 
Canonl'ie  water  of  the  Esk,  and  Mr.  David  Edgar, 
Canonbie,  had  a  good  basket  in  the  Byre  burn  foot  water. 
The  following  will  be  news  for  anglers  and  sportsmen 
generally  :  Tom  Graham,  game  watcher,  Gilnockie  Tower, 
instead  of  trapping  rabbits  his  commenced  catching 
badgers.  He  has  been  successful  in  capturing  three 
specimens  in  the  same  number  of  days,  and  is  now 
exhibiting  them  at  the  tower  as  curiosities.  They  are 
only  small  ones,  but  their  advent  has  created  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  fuss  in  the  Eskdah  distriat,  as  there 
has  not  been  one  seen  for  fifty  years. — Gilnockie. 

Carrou  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— The 
following  excellent  sport  has  been  got  on  the  Gruinard's 
water  by  Mr.  James  Wilson  on  Mr.  11.  T.  Couplxnd's  rjd. 
On  5th  inst.  he  landed  three  salmon,  weighing  9|lb.,  71b., 
and  151b. ;  oa  7th,  one  of  91b. ;  on  9th,  an  8-pounder ;  and 
on  11th,  another  of  same  weight.  On  14th,  he  caught  two 
of  about  91b.  each  ;  and  on  16th  one  of  91b,  Anglers  from 
Amot  Lodge,  Brailangwell  Lodge,  and  other  places  have 
also  been  successful. — B. 

Cassley  (Rosehall,  Sutherland).— Mr.  Mackenzie, 
Dalmore,  was  out  from  Post  Oflice  Buildings  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  last,  and  on  each  day  landed  a  salmon  of 
about  91b.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  this  week  none  were 
out,  although  the  river  is  in  excellent  ply. — B. 

Ctiilfail  Hotel  (Kilmelford,  N.B.).  —  May  9, 
Messrs.  Ward  and  Pile,  fifty-nine  trout ;  Messrs.  Harvey 
and  Golding,  seventeen.  May  10,  Messrs.  Ward  and  Pile, 
five  ;  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Golding,  fourteen.  May  11, 
Messrs.  Ward  and  Pile,  eeven ;  Messrs.  Harvey  and 
Golding,  fourteen.  May  12,  Messrs.  Ward  and  Pile, 
forty- six  ;  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Golding,  thirty-one. 
May  13,  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Golding,  thirty-five.  May  14, 
Messrs.  Harvey  and  Golding,  sixty-six. — McF. 

Deveron  (BanfFsliire).— Although  the  river  has  been 
in  good  fishing  order  for  the  past  week,  the  weather  has 
been  very  changeable.  Keen  frosts  have  been  prevalent, 
and  slight  showers  of  snow  and  hail  have  fallen  pretty 
frequently,  so  that  the  weather  has  not  been  favourable 
for  anglers.  Since  the  rise  in  the  river  fish  have  ascended 
in  larger  numbers,  and  on  some  of  the  waters  fair  sport 
has  been  obtained.  Mr.  Rawlinson  and  friend,  on  the 
Beldorney  water,  on  Thursday  and  Friday  of  last  week, 
killed  five  salmon,  weighing  7ib.  to  101b.  each.  On  the 
Blairmore  water,  Mr.  A.  Gauld,  the  keeper,  had  a  silmon 
of  71b.,  the  killing  fly  being  Red  Turkey.  On  the 
Carnossie  section,  Mr.  Douglas  Harvey  landed  a  fina  run 
fish,  111b.  Several  fish  were  also  got  on  the  Huntly 
water.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  fish 
got  by  the  net  fishermen  on  the  river,  and  on  Satarday 
last  they  had  their  first  grilse  for  the  season.  It  was  a 
nice  liih  of  2Jlb.  Last  year  the  first  grilse  was  taken  in 
the  nets  on  the  sea  about  a  week  earlier.  On  the  coast 
the  yield  from  the  bag  nets  at  the  several  stations  was  also 
better,  and  on  the  three  first  days  of  the  week  four  boxes 
of  salmon  were  consigned  to  the  markets. — H.  W. 

Dochart  (Perthshire).— Mr.  J.  E.  Crcall,  Edin- 
burgh, out  h\.m  Lnib  Hotel,  on  Wednesday,  had  eighteen 
trout,  7ilb. ;  on  Thursday,  twenty-five,  9jlb.  On  Friday, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Croall  had  sixteen,  Sflb.  ;  Mr.  Anderson, 
Glasgow,  four  treat;  Mr.  J.  J.  Paterson,  Innishewan, 
and  friend  had  twnty-six,  111b.  On  Saturday,  Mr. 
Croall  had  nineteen,  81b. ;  on  Monday,  seventeen,  8Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Hamilton,  London,  had  seven,  .341b.  —  Donald 

McNArGHTOX. 

Einig  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg-,  N.B.).— Mr. 

Mowatt,  Perth,  fished  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel 
recently  and  laiiled  several  nice  salmon  averaging  about 
iil^.—B. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel).  — Out 

from  Stronachlacher  Hotel,  on  the  13th,  Mr.  Neale 
Thomson  caught  eleven  trout;  and  on  the  17th,  same 
gentleman  caught  thirteen  trout,  heaviest  fish  weighing 
lilb.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Hilliard,  Glasgow,  caught  twelve 
nice  trout,  one  of  them  weighing  lib.  3oz. — Donald 
Ferguson. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— The  boats  have  been  well 
taken  up  during  the  week,  although  tha  weather  has  bjen 
very  cold,  showers  of  hail  falling  daily ;  the  wind  being 
from  the  north  part  of  the  tim3,  and  for  the  last  two  days 
from  the  south-east.  Few  flies  were  on  the  water,  and 
anglers  hxve  taken  the  majority  of  their  fish  with  minnow, 
the  cold  weather  keeping  fish  down.  The  follow  iog  clubs 
were  out  :  Edinburgh  Waverley  (twenty-eight  rods), 
capture  131  trout,  1171b. :  First  prize,  Mr.  Gibb,  eight 
trout,  8Ib.  7oz. ;  second,  Mr.  Cairns,  nine  trout,  71b.  4az.  ; 
third,  Mr.  Gow,  nine  trout,  Gib.  15uz.  Dunfermline 
(seven  rods),  capture  39  trout,  321b.  2oz. :  First,  Mr 
Fortune,  eight  trout,  71b.  14oz. ;  second,  Mr.  Whjtej 
seven  trout,  51b.  lloz. ;  third,  Mr.  Dick,  eight  trout^ 
filb.  3oz.  Edinburgh  Cockburn  (ten  rod>),  capture  thirty- 
nme  trout,  311b.  14oz.  :  First.  Mr.  Scott,  eleven 
trout,  81b.  ;  second,  Mr.  Wilson,  <i^ht  trout,  71b.  7oz.  ; 
third,  Mr.  Menzies,  .seven  trout,  51b.  Glasgow 
Angling  Club  (eleven  rods),  capture  seventy-six  trout, 
6.31b.  4oz.  :  First,  Mr.  Dalglish,  ten  trout,  101b.  ;  second 
Mr.  Don,  thirteen  trout,  91b.  Boz. ;  third,  Mr.  Middleton' 
nine  trout,  61b.  12oz.  Dundee  Angling  Club  (twenty-niue 
rods),  capture  140  trout,  941b.  lOoz.  :  First,  Mr.  Murray, 
eleven  trout,  81b.  2oz.  :  second,  Mr.  Worrall,  ten  trout' 
61b.  15oz. ;  third,  Jlr.  Mclntyre,  ten  trout,  61b.  Fifeshire 
(twelve  rods),  capture  fifty-four  trout,  431b.  4oz. :  First, 
Mr.  Fortune,  nine  trout,  71b.  12oz. ;  second,  Mr.  Ednie, 


seven  trout,  71b.  5oz. ;  third,  Mr.  Harley,  three  trout, 
41b.  12oz.  Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Club  (nineteen  rods), 
capture  105  trout,  SOlb.  8oz.  :  First,  Mr.  Gibb,  seven 
trout,  91b.  3oz. ;  second,  Mr.  Bulloch,  ton  trout, 
71b.  14oz.  ;  third,  Mr.  Baird,  eight  trout,  71b.  5oz. 
The  heaviest  trout  was  caught  by  Mr.  Laird,  with 
fly,  at  the  Waverley  competition,  and  weighed  31b.  5oz. 
The  following  were  the  private  anglers  who  had 
the  best  catches  :  Mr.  Young,  Aberdour,  thirty-three 
trout,  281b.;  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Wright,  Glasgow, 
twenty-nine  trout,  201b.;  Mr.  Sloan,  Glasgow,  who  has 
been  out  for  a  fortnight,  had  catches  of  from  nine  to 
fourteen  trout.  Mr.  RiddeU  has  also  been  fishing  here 
for  some  time,  and  has  had  creels  ranging  from  nine  to 
nineteen  trout  during  the  week.  Mr.  Patton,  seventeen 
trout,  171b.— B.  Laing. 

Melvich  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).— The  Halladale 
has  lately  been  in  capital  ply,  and  afforded  ampl)  scope 
for  fish  running  up.  Anglers,  consequently,  have  had 
most  encouraging  sport.  The  catches  are  as  follows  sinca 
last  report :  May  5th,  Mr.  Morrison,  one  salmon,  8ilb. ;  9th, 
Mr.  Morrison,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  10th,  Mr.  G.  B.  Darby,  on 
Loch  Carrach,  thirteen  trout,  71b. ;  11th,  Mr.  Darby,  one 
salmon,  81b. ;  12th,  Mr.  Darby,  one  salmou,  71b.;  13th, 
Mr.  Morrison,  three  salmon,  101b.,  81b.,  and  71b.  re- 
spectively, Mr.  Darby,  one  salmon,  121b.;  14th,  Mrs. 
Darby,  one  salmon,  121b.,  Mr.  Douglas,  one  salmon,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Tom  Morrison,  on  Loch  Carrach,  eight  trout,  61b. 
16th,  Mr.  Douglas,  two  salmon,  121b.  and  131b.— A. 
Macintosh. 

Naver  (Bettyhill).— Since  last  reported  the  following 
excellent  sport  has  been  got ;  On  May  9,  Mr.  Gates, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  on  beat  No.  3,  got  one  salmon.  On  10th, 
Major  Burnell  Milns,  Dalvina  Lodge,  two  salmon,  on 
No.  1 ;  Mrs.  Stibbard,  Syre  Lodge,  two,  on  No.  2 ;  and 
Mr.  Stibbard,  Syre  Lodge,  two,  on  No.  3.  On  11th,  Mrs. 
Stibbard  caught  two  on  No.  3;  and  on  12th,  Major 
Burnell  Milns,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  3.  On  1.3th, 
the  same  gentleman  lanled  two  on  No.  1 ;  and  Col.  Fryer, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  3.  On  14th,  Mr.  Stibbard, 
Syre  Lodge,  got  three  silmon  on  No.  1 ;  Col.  Fryer, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  ono  on  No.  2 ;  and  Mrs.  Stibbard,  Syre 
Lodge,  on  No.  5,  a  beauty  of  121b.  The  weather  was 
very  stormy  during  the  pist  week.— B. 

Noith-East  of  Scotland.— During  past  ten  days 
sport  has  been  steadily  improving,  and  is  now  something 
really  good  on  the  more  favoured  sections.    The  numbers 
of  grilse  on  the  market  slabs  are  daily  increasing,  and  the 
aver8g3_ weight  is  about  2Jlb.    On  the  Braemar  water, 
Mr.  Smith  had  two  on  the  Fife  Arms  section,  scaling  6|lb. 
and  8ilb.,  on  Tuesday,  and  seveial  since  of  similar  weight. 
Mr.Burge  hadalso  two,  cf  6|lb.  and  81b. ;  and  Dr.  Elgy, 
one  of  Olb.,  on  the  sime  water.    On  the  Lower  Invercauld 
water,  Mr.  Henry  had  cuj  of  1041b.;  and  Capt.  Lilling- 
stone,  two,  of  7i\h.  and  Olb.    On  tha  Balmoral  and 
Ballater  reaches  the  royal  keepers  and  others  are  getting 
good  sport  every  day.    On  the  Cambus  O'May  section, 
Mr.  H.  D.  Barclay  landed  two  of  91b.,  and  two  of  101b. 
each  ;  Mr.  P.  Laming,  six,  ranging  from  71b.  to  101b.  On 
the  Glentana  section.  Sir  Wm.  Brooks,  Bart.,  and  guests, 
eight  rods  in  all,  landed  130  fish,  scaling  from  lib.  to  221b. 
On  the  Atoyne   Hotel  waters  sport  was  fairly  good. 
On  the  Dinnet  section,  Mr.  H.  D.  Barclay  had  four  fish, 
scaling  from  GJlb.  to  141b.  ;  and  Mr.  Percy  Lawing  two, 
of  Oilb.  and  ISJlb.    On  the  Kincirdine  O'Neil  section 
sport  has  been  very  rife  on  the  best  dajs.    On  the  Dess 
water  Capt.  D.  F.  Davidson's  man  had  nine  fish  for  the 
week,  scaling  up  to  211b.    On  the  Carlogie  water,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Haslam  creeled  five,  scaling  from  71b.  to  151b  ;  Mr. 
G.  M.  Kelson  fifteen,  rarglng  from  71b.  to  101b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Cooke  Taylor,  one  of  Olb.    Mr.  Haslam  and  party  have 
creeled  forty  fish  up  to  date,  all  to  the  fly.    On  the  Lodge 
water  Mr.  Wm.  Lamond  landed  twelve  fish  for  the  week, 
and  Robion,  keeper,  six,  scaling  from  71b.  to  171b.  On 
Borrowston  3  ,Iohu  NicoU  had  four,  scaling  from  61b.  to  1-Ub. 
On  the  Ballogie  water,  Mr.  Edward  Drummond  sixteen  fish, 
ranging  from  71b,  to  19ib.   On  the  Wocdend  section,  John 
Sherret  had  eleven  fish,  ranging  from  71b.  to  IGlb.  On 
the  Upper  Bkckhall  section,  which  is  to  let  for  June  and 
July,  Sanly  Ross  creeled  fifteen  fish  last  week,  scaling 
frcm  71b.  to  141b.,  and  tha  first  grilse  of  the  season,  a 
beauty  of  2 Jib.    On  the  Cairnton  water,  Mathieson,  gillie 
to  Mr.  Fairlie,  landed  among  others  a  beauty  of  281b.— 
the  heaviest  fish  this  season  on  the  Dee.    On  the  Inch- 
marlo  and  Kinneskie  sections,  Capt.   Gasbell  banked 
thirty-eight  fish  up  to  Saturday  last,  being  nineteen  to 
each  section.    On  the  Durris  and  Crathes  sections  some 
sport  has  been  got.    On  the  Don  grand  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  had,  on  the  Kintore  and  Moneymusk  sections. 
The  tidal  reaches  are  meantime  closed,  on  accoant  of  the 
smolt  migration.     The  netting  results  cn  the  coast 
stations  have  greatly  improved  during  the  week. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  Border  rivers  have  been 
in  fair  angling  order  since  last  week's  notes,  and  the  rods 
have  met  with  improved  spjrt  on  a  number  of  the  rivers  ; 
while  others  have  shown  no  better  sport  than  that 
previously  reported  upm.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water  of 
the  Annan  a  sea  trout  was  killed  by  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's 
coachman.  A  few  odd  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  on 
this  and  other  reaches.  On  the  Nith  anglers  have  met 
with  pjor  catches  on  the  lower  waters.  In  the  uppar 
tejtious  near  Sanquhar  the  rods  have  met  with  better 
sport.  Mr.  Merry,  of  Menoch,  killed  a  sea  trout.  Messrs. 
Glencross  had  a  fine  basket  of  201b.  of  yellow  trout  on  the 
Scaur  water,  a  tributary;  and  Mr.  Meggat  had  also  a 
good  basket.  The  Galloway  rivers  have  been  doing 
better.  On  the  Ken  river  above  Allangibbou  an  angler 
had  nine  trout,  weighing  61b.,  and  thesatne  angler  hooked 
and  lost  two  salmon.  Mr.  D.  McRobeit  killed  a  salmon 
of  lljlb.,  besides  a  basket  of  yellow  trout,  with  fly.  Three 
other  rods  were  reported  as  having  good  sport.  The  weather 
has  been  unfavourable  for  loch  fishing  in  this  district,  but 
several  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught  this  week. 


Two  English  anglers  had  good  sport  on  one  of  the  lochs. 
A  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  Kirkcudbright- 
shire Dee,  the  (iatehouse,  Fleet,  and  Cree,  and  tke 
Dalbeattie  Urr,  but  the  catches  do  not  call  for  particular 
comment.  On  the  Ayrshire  lochs  several  excellent  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken  since  last  week.  Two 
rods  had  about  seventy  on  Loch  Doon.  On  Friday  Mr. 
Graham  and  Mr.  Watson  killed  seventy-two,  weighing 
151b.  On  the  following  day  they  were  again  out,  and 
killed  fifty-five  trout ;  and  Mr.  Paton  had  twenty-one. 
These  anglers  were  out  in  the  Eglinton  Hotel  boat.  On 
Saturday  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Smith  were  out  on  the  same 
loch,  in  a  Black  Bull  Hotel  boat,  for  three  and  a  half  hours, 
and  killed  one  salmon,  61b.,  and  twelve  trout;  Mr.  Hugh 
Gibson  killed  thirty-three  yellow  trout;  and  Mr. 
McDougall  and  friend  killed  fifty-eight,  weighing  lljlb. 
Other  rods  have  had  very  fair  sport  since  Monday  wilh 
fly.  The  Esk  is  giving  better  sport.  Mr.  T.  Steel  killed 
a  salmon  of  Olb.  in  the  Liddle,  and' two  dozen  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  D.  Murray,  one  sea  trout,  IJlb.,  besides  two 
and  a  half  dozen  yellow  trout.  Other  rods  have  met  with 
fair  sport  among  yellow  trout.  None  of  the  fish,  however, 
have  been  much  over  ^Ib.,  and  the  average  being  under 
Jib.  each.  Sea  trout  are  not  making  much  of  a  show  in 
the  Solway.  The  fishermen  and  lessees  anticipate 
improved  catches  of  trout  once  there  is  a  spell  of  fine  and 
warm  weather. — Heatherbell. 

Spa  Hotel  (Strathpeffer,  N.B.).  —  Since  last 
report  of  the  sport  upon  the  Conon  (Strathpeffer),  the 
angling  has  been  gradually  [improving,  three  fine  salmoH, 
weighing  lOlb.,  lOJlb,,  and  121b.,  being  got  within  the  last 
week.  Good  trout  fishing  has  also  baen  obtained  upon 
Loch  Luichart. — A.  Wallace. 

Spey.— Sport  has  been  poor  recently  owing  to  the 
severe  nature  of  the  weather  and  unsettled  water.  Snow 
fell  heavily  several  days,  but  did  not  lie  long,  except  on 
the  higher  ranges,  whare  it  apparently  has  accumu- 
lated a  considerable  depth.  Fi=h  also  .seem  to  be 
scarce.  Fishing  on  the  Carron  water,  Mr.  Grant,  of 
Elchies,  killed  a  salmon  of  231b.,  and  on  the  Wester 
Bichies  water,  on  Monday,  Dr.  Cowie,  Dufftown,  killed 
one  of  201b.  ;  while  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Few,  Viewfield 
Villa,  killed  one  of  161b.  From  the  latter  water,  on  this 
day  week,  Mr.  Cumming,  the  Dowans,  landed  two  of 
16|lb.  and  81b.,  and  a  sea  trout  of  2i?b.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  fisherman. 
kiUed  one  of  91b.— J.  M. 

Tay.— The  river  is  in  fin^  order.  Very  good  trout 
fishing  is  being  got,  but  it  is  now  getting  a  little  late  for 
good  salmon  fishing,  although  at  the  present  time  there 
are  far  more  fish  in  the  middle  and  upper  reaches  of  the 
river  than  there  usually  are  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
The  following  are  a  few  of  the  takes  repoited:  On 
Aldrens,  on  Thursday  last  week,  Mr.  John  A.  Park  had 
four  fish,  7Jlb.,  lolb.,  191b.,  and  22lb.  respectively.  Two 
of  them  were  clean  run,  and  fishing  the  Upper  Delvine 
water  on  same  day,  Mr.  William  Cox,  of  Snaigow,  caught 
a  beautiful  new  run  salmon  of  181b.  On  Fisher's  Hotel 
(Pitlochry)  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  J.  B.  West, 
London,  killed  three  salmon,  of  71b.,  171b.,  and  181b! 
respectively.  Fishing  the  Faskally  water,  on  Monday, 
Mr.  F.  Oieare  killed  two  silmon,  of  161b.  and  261b.,  and 
on  Wednesday  landed  two,  of  Olb.  and  8ilb.  On  the  same 
day  Mr.  J.  C.  Drew  grassed  two  nice  fish,  of  161b.  and 
172lb.  On  Fisher's  Hotel  water,  on  Thursday,  Mr. 
Mackusick,  London,  had  on 3  fish  of  18|lb. ;  and  Mr. 
Corlyn  landed  two  splendid  salmon,  of  171b.  and  191b.  On 
Findynite  water,  on  Thuislay,  Mr.  Maepherson  had  two 
salmon,  of  181b.  and  151b.,  and  on  Monday  this  week  one 
of  171b.  On  Wednesday,  on  Killiechassie  wat  r,  Mr.  D. 
Stewart  tilled  a  nice  salmon  of  101b. — P.  D.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
We,  in  the  Border  district,  have  during  tha  past  week 
had  some  very  peculiar  weather  for  the  time  of  year. 
Bright  sunshiny  days,  with  a  cold,  piercing  wind,  and  on 
many  occasions  rain  falling  heavily,  while  we  have  also 
had  not  a  few  downpours  of  hail  and  sleet.  We  have  also 
had  some  severe  frosts  at  night.  Many  anglers  have  been 
out  in  the  Kelso  district  lately,  but  only  the  most  expert 
and  perseveiing  have  had  anything  like  good  baskets.  Of 
salmon  fishing  there  is  not  much  to  be  said,  the  rivers 
being  too  fine  and  clear  for  this  sport  to  be  successful  to 
any  degree.  On  the  celebrated  upper  Floors  Castle 
watars,  on  May  13,  Mr.  Gordon  Ley  killed  one  grand 
salmon,  which  weighed  101b.  ;  and  on  the  16th  inst.  he 
again  had  one  of  81b.  weight.  On  the  Birgham  (Lord 
Horn's),  one  salmon  was  killed  at  the  end  of  last  week. 
Of  those  who  have  been  most  successful  amongst  the 
trout  anglers  are  the  following  in  the  Kelso  district :  Mr. 
G.  Rotsjn,  on  Tuesday,  this  week,  131b.  (including  one 
trout  of  21b.  lOoz.,  a  perfect  beauty);  on  the  following 
day  he  again  had  Ulb. ;  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Tait,  fisherman, 
Banff  Mill,  had  111b.  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Pirie,  Kelso,  Olb.— all 
being  got  on  the  Tweed.  To-day  (Wednesday),  just  below 
Kelso  Bridge,  Mr.  F.  Stephani,  Kelso,  killed  a  pike  of 
Vetween  21b.  and  31b.,  with  spoon  bait.  Last  week  Mr. 
Tait  had  also  a  basket  of  nearly  81b.  on  Tweed,  while  Mr. 
William  Reid  had  one  of  41b.  On  the  Bowmont,  Mr. 
Scott,  Yetholm,  had  one  basket  of  41b.  and  one  of  81b., 
while  several  other  anglers  had  takes  of  from  31b. 
upwards.  On  the  Kale,  in  the  Morebattle  district,  the 
takes  have  ranged  from  31b.  up  to  Olb.  In  the  Galashiels 
district  of  the  Tweed  and  Gala  sport  has  been  very  fair, 
and  some  good  baskets  got,  ranging  from  31b.  up  to  Olb. 
and  lOlb.  weight.  On  the  Leader  and  smaller  tributaries 
sport  has  not  been  so  favourable,  the  weather  being 
against  the  smaLer  streams  for  sport,  as  these  are 
generally  fished  wilh  worm  in  dear  water.  Tie 
CJalailviels  Argling  Association  held  their  usual 
competition  on  Saturday,  but  space  will  not  per- 
mit of  giving  the  details  of  the  captures.  A 
most  generous  act  has  recently  been  done  to  trout 
anglers  by  the  Earl  of  Home,  who  is  proprietor  of  the 
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Birgham  water,  and  who  is  also  lessee  of  the  Carham 
fishings.  Tor  many  years  pas^  the  trout  fishing  on  the 
Tweed  at  Birgham  and  Carham  has  been  strictly  preserved , 
but  this  season,  during  the  mouths  of  May,  June,  and 
July,  his  lordship  granis  permission  to  approved  applicants 
to  fish  his  waters  for  trout.  The  Langton  and  Fago 
Angling  Club  held  their  annual  competition  on  ^e  Whit- 
adder  and  other  tributaries  on  Saturday  last.  The  St. 
Ronan's  Association  also  held  their  annual  competition  on 
the  Tweel  and  its  tributaries.  In  the  Newcastleton 
district  lately  anglers  have  been  having  good  sport  with 
the  yellow  trout  in  the  river  Liddell,  many  baskets  of  from 
31b.  up  to  61b.  having  been  killed.  Mr.  W.  Murray  had  a 
trout  of  l^lb.  weight ;  while  one  of  similar  size  fell  to  the 
rod  of  Mr.  J.  Beattie.  The  Tweed  river  and  sea  coast 
salmon  net  fishings  have  been  most  unsatisfactory  during 
the  past  week. — SIaxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Antrim  Rivers. — In  the  past  fortiiight  theBannwas 
out  cf  sorts  by  the  almost  continuous  rain.  It  is  now 
settling  into  form,  and  the  usual  good  May  fishing  may 
yet  be  had.  About  the  Kilrea,  trout  fishers  had  fair 
success  latterly.  To-day  (Wednesday)  a  fine  tpell  of 
weather  set  in,  and  its  continuation  will  assure  sport.  At 
Coleraice  Petty  Sessions  last  Saturday,  J.  M.  Donald, 
sen.,  and  John,  jun.,  and  Robert  M.  Grath,  were  fined 
£6  for  trespassing  on  the  fishing  of  the  lessees  of  theFoyle 
and  Bann  Fishery  Company ;  and  the  Messrs.  Donalds 
were  fined  an  additional  £1  each,  and  M.  Grath  Ws.  for 
taking  some  salmon  trout.  The  Bush  is  in  better  order; 
the  glens  of  Antrim  rivers  are  getting  into  ply.  Alout 
Belfast  trout  fishers  did  fairly  this  week  on  the  water 
commissioner's  reeervoirs  ;  Mr.  Con  on  Monday  taking 
a  fine  basket  at  Woodbnrn  Dam . 

Balliua  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels,  Private 
Waters). — N.E.  winds  here  for  the  past  week.  Very 
little  sport  could  be  had,  although  the  pools  are  fairly 
stocked  with  salmon  and  grilse.  On  the  14th  Mr. 
Barworth  lost  a  good  fish  in  the  Eock  Pool.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Qaigley,  on  the  15th,  cm  salmon,  131b.  If  the  weather 
and  wind  would  change  first-class  sport  could  be  expected. 
— Manager. 

Bandou  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  on  the  upper 
waters  has  been  very  good  for  the  past  week.  Some  good 
takes  are  reported.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  Robt.  Duus- 
combe,  &c.,  have  had  good  sport,  the  litter  lauding  fifteen 
fish  in  three  days.  Trout  anglerj  are  equally  fortunate, 
some  nice  baskets  of  from  twenty  to  forty  trout,  averaging 
from  Coz.  to  12oz.,  being  taken. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Baun. — For  the  last  week  this  river  has  fallen  nothing, 
the  continuous  ra'ns  still  keeping  it  up  to  winter  level. 
As  I  wii'e  the  tributaries  are  in  flood,  and  will  cause  a 
few  more  inches  in  the  rise  of  water.  The  temperature  has 
been  very  low,  40  degrees  in  the  shade.  Trout  fishing 
has  been  fairly  good  for  the  last  few  days,  though  the 
atmospherical  cordirions  were  against  it.  On  the  14th 
Messis.  Coates,  Belfast,  had  nine  trout,  121b.,  on  the 
shallo-RS  at  Kilrea.  On  the  10th,  Walter  H.  Wilson, 
Esq.,  took  the  first  salmon  of  the  season — a  beautiful  fish 
of  181b.  For  the  week  ending  Saturday,  14th  Inst.,  over 
fifty  salmon  were  taken  in  ths  Cults  Cjleraine.  Good 
sport  is  expected  in  the  coming  week,  as  all  the  reaches 
are  now  stocked  with  fish.- — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork.).— The  salmon  fishing  for 
past  week  has  been  anything  but  good,  very  few  fish  being 
either  killed  or  seen.  On  Carejsville  fishery  practically 
nothing  has  been  done,  and  the  other  fisheries  lower  down 
have  been  equally  unfortunate.  However,  in  a  week  or 
fortnight  good  sport  is  almost  certain  to  be  had  with  the 
grilse,  which  should  then  be  running  in  large  n  imbers. — 
W.  Hayne.s  and  Son. 

Boyle. — May  Fly  well  up  on  most  of  the  lakes  here, 
and  a  good  ma  ay  trout  got  with  it  during  the  tast  few 
days.  The  largest  was  killed  to-c\ay  by  Mr.  McDougall, 
51b.  Mr.  R.  Graham  got  two  on  Tuesday,  41b.  2|oz. 
Mr.  Heath,  London,  killed  four  trout  and  seven  pike  on 
Arrow  in  two  (?ajs.  Col.  Butler,  London,  las  got  a  few 
good  fish  on  Loch  Key.  Col.  EcherJa  jy,  Liverpool,  gob  a 
very  nice  fish  to-day,  2Jlb.,  on  Key.  Mr.  Fenwick  got 
three  trout  on  Gara.  Mr.  Dickie  got  three  on  Gira. 
The  weather  has  been  vary  coll  during  the  week.  With 
any  change  for  warmer  weather,  we  expect  first-class 
fishing  from  now  until  June  10  or  12. — G.  Taylor. 

Buudrowes. — This  river  was  again  very  high  and  much 
discoloured  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since  last  report, 
owing  to  the  continuous  rainfalls  during  the  past  week. 
Mr.  T.  Feely  took  one  fresh  run  salmon,  weighing  121b., 
on  13th  inst.  At  time  of  writing,  the  river  is  getting 
into  good  fishing  ply,  and  some  good  sport  should  be  had 
on  it  this  week. — M.  Bogan  and  Sons. 

Coxrib  (Galway). — Early  this  week  the  river  was 
disturbed  by  the  rain.  On  Wednesday  the  weather 
changed  for  the  better,  and  anglers  are  looking  forward 
to  good  times.  There  is  a  big  lot  of  salmon  up,  which 
have  passed  through  to  Lough  Corrib. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummexagh.. — Salmon  are  now  giving  better  sport 
among  the  few  anglers  out.  One  angler  had  three  salmon 
last  week,  weighing  101b.,  111b.,  and  121b.  This  gentle- 
man was  out  from  the  Bay  View  Hotel,  the  proprietor  of 
which  has  taken  over  the  fishing  rights  of  this  river,  and 
gives,  I  understand,  visitors  staying  at  this  hotel  free 
fishing  on  this  water. — T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Ballindeiry  is  in  good 
order  at  present.  Mr.  C.  B.  Irwin  was  out  several  days, 
and  killed  fish  up  to  2Jlb.  Mr.  Mannly,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
Johnston,  and  others  had  an  odd  fish,  and  quite  a  number 
of  pike.  On  the  Benburb  .sjctions  of  the  Blackwater 
local  men  have  done  well  latterly.  The  water  is  in  good 
trim.-J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— This  river 
got  into  better  order  for  trout  fishing  on  13th  inst.,  and 


the  following  gentlemen  took  a  goodly  number  oF  fine 
trout,  n  vernging  in  weight  from  lib.  to  3|lb.  :  Mr.  T.  M. 
Pike,  Mr.  A.  Wood,  Mr.  Antonini,  and  Capt.  Chotwode 
(It)th  Hussars).  There  has  been  no  salmon  fishing  done 
yet  to  speak  of,  but  it  will  be  in  full  swing  from  to-day. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Inny  (co.  Kerr;). — Brown  trout  anglers  are  getting 
good  sport  on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches.  The  best 
basket  had  last  week  was  one  of  three  dozan,  creeled  by 
Mr.  Moriarty.  The  fish  ran  about  three  to  the  pound. 
Sea  trout  are  now  coming  up  as  far  as  the  first  bridge, 
but  those  fish  all  appear  to  go  back  with  the  tide  again. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Eillainey. — Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  with 
salmon  and  brown  trout,  and  as  the  season  advances 
sjiort  appears  to  be  gradually  improving. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  (co.  Cork). — The  river  has  been  in  good  fishing 
order  for  the  past  week,  and  good  sport  has  been  hid  on 
the  difierent  fisheries.  Anglers  are  anxiously  looking 
forward  to  the  run  of  grilse,  which  should  soon  be  making 
their  appearance.  The  following  have  had  sport  :  Capt. 
Bowker,  Hampshire  Regiment,  141b.  ;  F.  Dale,  four, 
81b.,  81b.,  101b.,  lUb. ;  Canon  "A.,"  two,  CJlb.,  71b.; 
Major  Fortescue,  17th  Lancers,  one,  101b. ;  Mr.  J.  Bairy, 
one,  91b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Barry,  one,  lOglb. ;  S.  Haynes,  one, 
81b. ;  G.  Havnes,  two,  91b.  and  121b. ;  Mr.  Ned  Murphy, 
one,  81b.  ;  _W.  E.  Beamish,  five,  81b.  to  141b. ;  E.  Allen, 
Royal  Artilleiy,  one,  81b.  Trout  fishing  in  the  evenings 
on  the  tidal  water  has  just  started,  but  as  yet  the  evenings 
are  rather  cold.  Mr.  S.  Hajnas,  in  two  evenings,  got 
five  beauties,  viz.,  Iflb.,  l|lb.,  Ijlb.,  lib,  |lb.  Mr.  W. 
Haynes  and  Mr.  W.  Sej  mour  have  also  had  some  equally 
good  fish. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle).— On  the  early  parts  of  this 
lake  the  trout  are  taking  the  fly  freely.  H.  Acheson  had 
one  trout  on  Saturday,  S^lb.  ;  D.  Valdia,  one  trout, 
2|lb.  ;  P.  Flynn,  two  trout,  2|lb.  and  31b.  On  the  15th, 
P.  McCormack,  one  trout  and  one  pike  ;  H.  Acheson  rose 
four  fish.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Magnus's  boat  had  three  fish. 
Mr.  Featherstonehaugh  rose  one  on  Lough  Key.  James 
McCormack  had  one  trout  on  Loueh  Arrow,  a  splendid 
fish,  81b.  2oz.  Prospest  good.  Weather  cold. — Geo. 
Acheson. 

Iiongh  Curraue    (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Salmon  fishing  is  improving,  though  it  is  still  backward 
for  this  time  of  the  year.  Ned  Denneby  had  four  salmon 
during  the  past  week,  weighing  respectively  91b.,  lOlb., 
111b.,  and  131b.;  and  Michael  Brennan  two,  lOJlb.  and 
12Jlb.  The  brown  trout  fishing  is  now  very  good. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lough.  ISIelvin. — The  lake  continued  somewhat  dis- 
cjloured  until  the  end  of  the  past  week,  when  matters 
improved,  and  the  following  catches  were  mada  :  Mr,  P. 
Timoney  took  oae  salmon  of  91b.  on  13th  inst.,  and  on 
14th  inst.  one  grilse  of  611).,  and  a  trout)  {Scdino  fei-o,r)  of 
51b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Gilfdather  took  one  salmon  of  101b.  on 
16th  inst.  ;  Mr.  T.  Gilroy  took  one  salmm  of  S^lb.  on 
17th  init.  ;  Mr.  T.  Mundey  took  one  grilse  of  5ilb.  on 
same  day.  Amongst  the  trout,  Capt.  Chetwcde  (19th 
Husears),  Mr.  A.  Wood,  and  L;eat.  C.  C.  West  done  fairly 
well,  and  several  other  anglers  out  from  Belleek,  Bun- 
doron,  &c.,  had  fair  baskets  of  glUaroo  and  brown  trout, 
some  of  them  weighing  from  91b.  to  13Jlb.  each  basket. — 
M.  RoGAN  and  Sons. 

Lough  Melvin  (Lower  Reaches,  Kiulough 
End). — There  is  no  improvement  to  mention,  as  r-egards 
both  weather  and  sport,  for  some  days  it  has  been  blowing 
half  a  gale  from  north-west.  Show3rs  of  hail,  with  rather 
much  sunshine.  A  good  number  of  anglers  put  in  an 
appearance  daily  from  Kinlough  and  Bundoran,  and  had 
some  fair  baskets.  As  I  write  weather  is  looking  more 
genial.  With  a  good  fresh  in  rivers  and  lakes,  fair  sport 
will  soon  be  had.  The  Green  Drake  will  soon  be  on. 
Trout  take  the  artificial  fly  well  on  this  lake. — P. 
Gallagher. 

Dilountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Sport  at  brown  trout  continues  gjod,  though  the  fish,  as 
a  rule,  were  of  an  inferior  size.  The  following  were  the 
best  baskets  had  on  the  dilferent  waters  last  week;  On 
Drenane,  one  of  two  dozen;  oa  Cammeravanig,  one  of 
thirty;  on  Coomavoher,  one  of  forty;  on  Coomcatcun, 
one  of  forty-three  ;  and  on  Loughbricdarrig,  one  of  thirty- 
one.  All  these  waters  are  now  in  fair  angling  order. 
August  is  usually  the  best  month  on  all  these  lakes. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone).— Up  till  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  was 
wet  and  cold,  and  the  water  disturbed.  Nevertheless,  an 
odd  la^  of  trout  was  taken.  Messrs.  Spooner,  Boleau, 
Rodgers,  Hamill,  and  Sweeney  were  the  most  successful. 
Messrs.  Rcdgers  killed  one,  2ilb.  ;  P.  Rccke,  one,  2|lb. ; 
and  J.  Kirk,  one,  l|ib.  The  record  trout,  so  far,  was 
one  of  41b.  4cz  ,  kil'ei  by  M.  G.  Doherty,  Omagh,  on 
Tuesday  last.  'The  Omagh  Angling  Club  is  doing  good 
work  here. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— 
Sport  poor,  owingto  the  north-east  wind  and  tail  showers. 
Messrs.  McNab,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  Prichard,  one  salmon, 
101b. ;  one  grilse,  3Jlb.  ;  C.  Watson,  two  salmon,  91b.  and 
111b.;  G.  Wenton,  one  salmon,  111b.  The  daily  take)  of 
trout  were  small  on  the  loirgh.  Few  salmon  were  taken 
at  Clougpans  trawling.  Until  the  weather  gets  warmer, 
and  the  wind  charges,  good  sport  canrot  te  expected. — 
Pat  Heabnes. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— River  in 
good  order  ;  north-westerly  winds.  Grilse  commencing  to 
rirn.  Some  fish  showing  in  the  pools ;  rising  badly  owing 
to  these  north-westerly,  cold  winds.  Gentlemen  stajing 
at  Runagry  Lodge,  on  Lough  Connell,  having  fair  spoit; 
largest  taken,  6Jlb. — John  Devees. 

Owenea  and  Gwentocker  (Ardara,  co.  Donegal). 
— Both  these  rivers  are  in  good  form  for  fishing.  Since 
last  report,  Col.  Higginson  killed  four  salmon,  averaging 


121b.  each.  Gen.  Fredeneh  had,  also,  a  couple  of  salmon, 
101b.  and  141b.    Laketrouting  here  is  excellent. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Some 
splendid  bags  of  brown  and  giilaroo  trout  have  been  made 
on  Lough  Derg  tlii  week.  On  May  14,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham 
landed  eleven  trout  (largest,  71b.)  ;  Mr.  Cotham,  eight. 
On  16th,  Mr.  Cotham,  ten,  from  l^lb.  to  41b.  ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Arohdall,  Belfast,  caught  seven,  71b  ,  3Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  21b., 
three  lilb.  each— total,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  R.  G.  Parker,  Bally 
Valley,  six  (largest,  41b.).  Several  other  baskets,  too 
numerous  to  mention,  have  also  been  made.  The  lake 
sport  has  not  been  so  good  for  some  years.  Every 
prospect  of  its  continuing  for  a  week  or  two  longer.  Capt. 
Harris,  fishing  Mr.  Young's  water  oa  Saturday,  killed  a 
salmon  of  221b. ;  and  James  T.  Grimes,  fishing  my  water, 
got  one  of  131b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — During  the  pist  week 
week  lain  fell  plentifully,  and  the  weather  at  times  was 
abnorrr  ally  cold  for  May.  On  Dootais,  Mr.  H.  Hodges 
killed,  11th,  two  salmon,  9|Ib.  and  241b.  ;  14th,  one 
salmon,  lljlb.  On  Hermi(a»e,  Lord  Massy  killed,  11th, 
one  salmon,  211b.  ;  16th,  one  sa'mon,  141b.  ;  17th,  one 
salmon,  201b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  (ireenhill 
killed,  16th,  one  salmon,  211b.  On  the  Castle  fishery, 
Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed,  16th,  one  salmon,  1731b. — 
John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— On  the 
above  waters  fine  sport  is  n  )w  being  had  with  brown  trout 
by  anglers  out  from  the  Bay  View  Hotel.  The  proprietor 
of  this  hotel  has  acquired  the  fishing  rights  for  the  present 
of  these  lakes,  and  gives,  I  understand,  free  fishing  on 
them  to  gentlemen  staying  at  his  hotel.  Sea  trout  fishing 
commences  on  these  lakes  next  month.  Sea  trout  come 
up  in  hundreds  in  June,  July,  and  August. — T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers.— Fair  sport  is  now  being  had  on 
favourable  days  with  salmon,  and  brown  trout  continue  to 
give  good  sport  on  the  majority  oi  the  rivers.  On  the 
mountain  lakes,  brown  trout  fishing  has  rarely  been  better 
at  this  time  of  the  year. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar). — Although  the 
day  was  cold,  with  intensely  heavy  showers  at  intervals, 
Friday  last  fairly  inaugurated  the  dapping  season  on 
Lough  Eniiell  or  Belvedere.  Fishing  alone,  1  landed  five 
pretty  troixt,  weighing  exactly  101b.  Other  dappers,  to 
my  knowledge,  accounted  for  four,  three,  and  two  trout 
each,  all  fair  sized  fish,  and  in  splendid  condition.  The 
wind  was  variable  all  day.  On  Saturday  the  very  faint 
breeze  was  easterly,  the  sun  dazzling,  and  sport  a  parfect 
blank.  Sunday,  a  strong  N.  wind,  cold,  bad  rise  of  trout ;  the 
most  to  any  rod  was  two  fish.  Monday,  moderate  N.W. 
breeze  (frost  the  previous  night),  day  very  cold,  gcol  rise 
of  fly.  Trout  ro  e  freely  in  middle  of  day,  bat  not  surely. 
Got  four  fish,  71b  ;  a  large  number  of  boats  on  lake. 
Tuesday,  wind  N.,  fisliag  poor,  sis  trout  being  the  most  I 
heard  of  to  one  boat ;  weather,  cold  and  unseasonable  ; 
sport  so  far  disappointing.  The  Green  Drak?  has  made 
its  appearance  on  Loughs  Owel  aad  Derravaragli. — 
T.  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sea  anglers  are  now  hiving  good 
sport  at  many  points,  notably  at  Bolus  Head,  Horse 
Island,  and  otf  the  Inny  strand.  The  fish  principally 
had  are  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting.  Very  little  has 
been  done  among  bream,  cod,  or  ling. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — The  mackerel  fishing  is  going  on  well  at 
present,  but  anglers  out  after  pollack  have  had  generally 
good  fiiort.  As  the  weather  ii  rather  unsettled,  the  pro- 
spects lor  next  week  are  not  very  bright. — T.  J.  D. 

Sarrynane. — Good  sport  is  being  had  here  at  present 
with  pollack,  gurnai-d,  and  whiting;  but,  so  far,  no  bream 
or  cod  have  been  had.  The  nets  are  getting  a  few 
hundreds  of  mackerel  on  odd  days  outside  the  harboitr. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Great  numbers  and  variety  (jf  fish 
have  recently  been  taken  upon  the  pier,  embracing  dab.', 
plaice,  codlicg  pouting,  skulpins,  dogfish,  and  weavers. 
Many  of  the  dabs  and  pluije  have  scaled  nearly  lib.  in 
weight,  and  one  taken  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  week 
went  over  2ib.  Mr.  Linfoot  and  Mr.  Lacey  had  nearly 
four  score  of  mixed  fish  on  the  5th  inst.  ;  while  Messrs. 
Waddell,  Gray,  Hornoastle,  Hoare,  Bowles,  and  E.  Jones 
did  equally  well.  Several  of  the  whiting  caught  on  this 
and  the  previous  day  weighed  close  on  lib., but  allot  them 
were  in  poor  condition.  Some  nice  catches  of  fish  were 
made  on  Monday  morning  by  Mes.srs.  Cooper,  Wood,  and 
Crich,  but  during  the  afternoon  scarcely  anything  was 
taken.  On  Tuesday  some  very  fine  flatfish  were  caught 
upon  the  flood  tide  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Cooper,  Crich, 
Mills,  Bushnell,  and  Sbilling,  the  average  catch  per  rod 
amounting  to  about  a  score.  Wednesday  morning  was 
ushered  in  by  a  very  strong  north-east  wind,  and  only  two 
anglers  faced  the  elements.  Both  fished  for  some  two 
hours,  during  which  time  they  took  eight  small  dabs  and 
pouting  between  them.  The  wiad  is  still  (Wednesday, 
7  p.m.)  blowing  hard,  and  the  water  in  the  ^i:inity  of  the 
main  has  assumed  the  colour  of  cliy. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Deal. — Saturday  Ijrought  several  anglcrj  down  for 
fishing.  Messrs.  Taylor,  Son,  and  M.  Johnson  and  Grien 
triad  their  luck  close  to  the  Goodwin  Sands,  and  they  did 
not  have  a  gcoi  char.ca  for  sf  ort  owiirg  to  not  having  any 
whitebait,  only  lug  worm,  sni  that  is  not  a  very  good  bait 
ii  these  waters.  A  few  dabs  have  been  taken  in  the 
small  Downs.  It  is  now  blowing  a  gale,  N.E.,andif  it 
continues  for  another  day  or  so  the  prospects  will  be  very 
poor,  as  the  water  will  become  very  thick. — Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — The  mackerel  fishing  here  is  now  yielding 
well,  but  prices  have  fallen  considerably.  Anglers  out 
after  poUack  are  getting  good  sport  when  the  wind  Idows 
from  a  favourable  direction. — T,  J.  D, 
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I!astboume. — The  summer  angling  season  is  about  to 
commence.  To-day  (Tuesday),  from  off  the  pier,  an 
angler  had  flatfish,  pout,  and  small  whiting,  with  mussel 
for  bait.  These  fish  all  run  very  small  just  now,  but  each 
week  should  improve.  There  seems  plenty  of  fish,  but,  as 
I  said,  they  run  small.  Sea  calm ;  wind  W  — J  W 
SODDT  (B.S.A.S,). 

Hastings. — Plenty  of  flatfish  from  both  piers ;  sport 
improving.  Flat  fish  and  weavers  make  the  principle 
baskets  of  the  boat  anglers. — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Plymouth.— The  weather  has  changed  a  graat  deal 
for  the  better,  and  if  it  continues,  &ae  catches  of  fish  will 
be  the  result.  Some  of  our  regular  fishermen  that  fish  off 
the  piers_  and  jetties  have  had  pietty  good  sport,  the  fish 
taken  being  bass,  pollack,  pouting,  and  dabs,  and  a  few 
whiting  from  off  the  Promenade  Pier.  Our  fisbiag  boats 
have  had  a  few  fine  catches  of  mackerel,  but  they  are  a 
long  way  off  yet;  these  fish,  if  no  change  of  the  weather 
occurs,  will  afford  some  fine  sport  in  the  Sound.  Mullet 
have  gone  off  the  feed,  aud  very  few  ars  being  taken  in 
the  Great  Western  Dock.  Some  very  fine  pollack  have 
been  captured  out  as  far  as  the  Mewstone, — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia.— PoUack  fishers  are  now  getting  good  sport 
at  and  around  this  station.  On  Monday  last  four  anglers 
had  twenty-eight  pollack,  and  several  other  baskets  nearly 
equally  good  were  had.    Weather  now  very  favourable. 

Waterville.— Pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting  are  now 
plentiful  at  convenient  places,  and  good  sport  is  being  had 
with  all  those  fiih.  Red  rubber  eels  have  been  the  best 
lures  for  p5llack,  while  mussels  proved  the  mcst  killing 
lures  for  gurnard  and  whiting. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  '^xxtnxes. 

May  22.   

Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

Second  Surrey :  Dinner  and  distribution, 
May  23. 

Blackfriars:  Sapper  and  distribution, 

Camden  :  Visit. 

Convivial :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Olive  Branch :  Concert. 
May  24. 

Alma  :  Visit. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers:  A.B.S.  concert  and  distri- 
bution. 

Clissold :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Crown  and  Buckland :  Distribution. 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Eev.  Father  Meyer. 

Golden  Barbel :  Annual  supper. 

Original  Alexandra :  Distribution. 
May  25. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

Camden  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Honnsfield  Otters  :  Annual  supper, 

Izaak  Walton  :  Distribution. 
May  26. 

Richmond  :  Annual  supper. 

Wenlock :  Supper. 
May  28. 

Park  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

.Tune     1. — Highbury  :  Dinner  and  presentation. 

,,  2. — New  Albion  Piscatoria's:  Annual  dinner. 

,,  C. — Dibdin  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  0. —  Islington  Brothers :  Distribution. 

,,  8.— Cambridge  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  9. — Sundial:  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  12. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  12.— St.  Thomas  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  13. — Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Supper  and  dittribution. 

,,  14. — Good  Intent:  Dittrilution. 


A  Day  at  "  ArPY  'AMriEAD"  is  thoroughly  enjoyeil  by  the 
East  End  poor,  as  is  amply  proved  by  the  immense  crowds  who 
flock  there  every  Bank  Hol'day.     The  pure  air  and  bracing 
atmosphere  to  be  tonnd  on  the  breezy  heights  of  Highgate  and  its 
neighliourhood  cannot  fail  to  beneflt  those  who  can  only  spend  a 
few  hours  in  their  midst.    Holidays,  however,  cannot  be  fully 
enjoyed  by  those  persons  who  are  suffering  from  disease.    Hoi-  I 
loway's  Pills  and  Ointment  can  speedily  remove  this  drawback  to 
pleasure  if  a  fair  trial  is  only  .afforded  thorn.    As  a  cure  for  ( 
rheumatism,  gout,  fevers,  diarrhcca,  diseases  of  the  skin,  scrofula,  ' 
ulcers,  sores,  burns,  or  old  wounds,  they  are  beyond  competition.  ' 


Ejjotts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening'.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

,&nglers' Association.— At  the  May  delegate  meet- 
ing of  the  London  Anglers'  Association,  held  on  Monday 
evening.  May  16,  at  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell,  a  new 
club  was  enrolled.  It  is  called  the  Forest  Piscatorial 
Society,  and  its  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  Hoe-street,  North  Walthamstow.  Upon  the  pro- 
posi  ion  of  Mr.  Close,  seconded  by  Mr.  West,  Mr.  A. 
Wright  (Gresham  Angling  Society)  was  elected  hon. 
treasurer  in  the  place  of  Mr.  A.  "W.  Parker,  who  had 
resigned.  Several  members  made  reference  to  eel  fishing, 
and  it  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Manning,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Malby,  that  the  association  permit  eel  fishing  from 
May  1  to  March  15,  from  towing  paths  of  all  fisheries 
rented  by  the  association,  where  permission  can  be 
obtained  from  the  lessees  of  the  said  fisheries.  The 
visiting  otficers,  it  appeared,  had  had  quite  a  hohday 
lately,  few  "smokers"  having  taken  place.  Mr.  B. 
Abrahams  (No.  2  District)  announced  that  the  next  visit 
on  his  list  would  be  held  at  the  Eustonian  Angling 
Society's  club.  During  the  evening  cases  of  angling  after 
prohibited  hours,  illegal  fishing  in  the  Slough  Canal,  &c., 
were  inquired  into,  and  will  be  dealt  with  on  another 
occasion.  There  were  thirty-six  clubs  represented  at  the 
meeting. 

Anglers'  Association.— I  beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  £1  Is.  as  a  donation  from  the  Plum- 
stead  Piscatorials  towards  the  Lea  Preservation. — R. 
Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  Is.  as  a  donation  from  the  Plumstead  Piscatorial 
Society,  and  £3  12s.  6d.  from  the  Original  Alesandia 
Society's  box.  At  the  last  committee  meeting  five  appli- 
cations were  entertained,  and  the  sum  of  £23  was  paid 
out. — R.  GnURNEY. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — The  next  return  district  vis  it  will  take  place 
at  the  Eustonian  Angling  Society,  King's  Head,  Swinton- 
street.  Gray 's-inn-i cad.  Date  of  same  will  be  announced 
in  Fishing  Gazette.  I  hope  to  see  a  great  crowd  of 
anglers. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visit- 
ing Iiist. — The  .next  \isit  on  the  above  list  will  take 
place  at  the  C.'aplam  Junction  A.S.,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.     Date  later. — G. 

ROWLES. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. — 
The  eighth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  was  a 
great  success.  Nearly  forty  sat  down  to  a  very  good 
repast.  Mr.  Wilson  catered,  and  great  credit  is  due  to 
him  for  the  way  everything  was  carried  out.  Close  on 
£12  was  offered  in  prizes  for  the  forthcoming  season.  Our 
annual  meeting  took  place  on  May  18.  The  sizes  of  fish 
and  gro'ss  weight  were  gone  into.  Ultimately  it  was 
agreed  that  the  present  regulation  standard  stands.  As  to 
the  gross  weight,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  we 
discontinue  gross  weight  altogether.  We  made  two  more 
working  members.  Election  of  members  every  Wednesday, 
at  9  p.m.,  at  the  above.  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Jackson  gave 
the  A. A.  delegate  report,  which  vai  accepted.  AH 
members  are  to  be  up  next  Wednesday,  at  9  p.m. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields. — On  May  2-1  a  visit  on 
the  Clerkenwell  and  Distiict  Visiting  List  will  take  place 
at  the  above.  Any  society  not  receiving  notice,  I  hope 
they  will  accept  this  as  sime. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury. — Our  annual  supper  took 
place  on  May  16,  when  a  good  number  of  our  members 
and  friends  did  jt;stice  to  the  excellent  bill  of  fare  provided 
by  our  worthy  host.    Our  distribution  of  prizes  takes 


place  on  Wednesday,  May  25.  Members  having  promised 
prizes  please  send  them  cn  as  early  as  possible. — 
G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.  —  Our  third  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the 
clubhouse  on  Monday,  June  13  ;  tickets  2s.  each.  I  should 
like  to  see  all  members  attend  on  Wednesday  next. — J.  R. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society.  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.  —  On  May  17  our 
twenty-first  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place.  The  caterer  (Mr,  Chubb)  deserves  great  praise  for 
the  first-clafs  spread  he  supplied.  After  the  usual  toasts 
the  prizes  were  presented  by  our  worthy  chairman,  Mr. 
J.  Hudson,  and  a  new  list  started  with  good  results,  A 
concert  followed,  with  a  grand  programme.  Amongst  the 
artists  I  must  pai'ticularly  mention  Messrs.  Fred.  Edwards, 
F.  Austin,  E.  T.  Rayner,  Alf  Chettle,  R.  Runnicles,  F. 
Wood  ;  Brothers  Lemar,  banjo  soloists  ;  and  Mr.  Curtis, 
pianist,  Jlembers  are  reminded  of  general  meeting  next 
Tuesday,  May  24. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-road, Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Since  last  report 
we  have  made  another  new  member,  and  nominated 
another;  and  also  wish  to  state  that  Mr.  R.  C.  Garton 
has  consented  to  become  president  to  the  above  society, 
and  has  also  added  £1  Is.  to  our  prize  list.  Any  gentle- 
man wishing  to  become  a  member  of  the  above  society 
may  do  so  by  applying  at  the  clubhousa  any  Wednesday 
night  between  9  and  11  p.m.  Will  members  kindly 
attend  moie  frequent,  £0  that  we  may  get  their  privilege 
tickets,  as  the  time  is  getting  close  ? — T.  Tringham. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Commercial-road,  Lambeth. — Will  members  and  friends 
kindly  take  notice  that  next  Monday,  May  23,  will  be  our 
twelfth  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  ?  Chair- 
man, Mr.  J.  R.  Willson ;  vice,  Mr.  Gammon.  Supper  on 
table  eight  o'clock  sharp.  I  shou'd  like  all  who  have 
promised  prizes  to  let  me  have  t'atm  on  or  before  Monday 
next. — J.  Foster, 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Notting  Hill,  W. — On  May  17,  our  meeting  night, 
members  showed  up  ingr^at  force.  During  the  evcn'ng 
the  remainder  of  the  new  rules  were  passed  and  comfirmed, 
making  a  total  of  twenty-six.  It  was  also  arranged  for 
the  future  tlixt  our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  takes  place  the  second  week  in  April.  We  also 
enrolled  our  new  host  and  treasurer,  Messrs.  C.  Ward  and 
Sidney  Weller,  both  working  members.  Several  members 
have  started  giving  prizes  for  the  new  year.— H.  Dag- 
worthy. 

Cambridge  Priendly  Angling  Society,  Fountain's 
Abbey,  Praed-street,  W. — The  annual  dinner  of  the  above 
society  will  take  place  on  June  8,  at  Anderton's  Hotel, 
Fleet-street,  E.C.— W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — Our  annual  dinner  took  place  on  May  12, 
when  fifty-seven  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an 
excellent  repast,  provided  by  our  worthy  host  (Mr.  B. 
Williams).  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony, 
and  an  excellent  programme  was  rendered  by  Mr.  B. 
Williams,  H.  Deverill,  C.  Jennings  (banjo),  Clenshaw, 
Fred  Nolan.  J.  Mears,  J.  Ince,  and  several  others. 
After  the  loyal  toasts,  also  the  toist  of  the  evening, 
"  The  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society,"  Mr. 
C.  Lamb,  sen.  (of  the  North  East  Brothers)  replied  for 
"  The  Visitors,"  and,  in  a  very  withy  speech,  started  the 
prize  list  for  the  coming  season  with  prizes  to  the  value 
of  £2  10s.;  Mr.  J.  Eaton,  two  prizes ;  Mr.  B.  Brocketc 
(Original  Alexander),  two  prizes;  Mr.  Lamb,  jun.,  a 
prize ;  Mr.  Hart,  a  prize ;  and  several  others,  until  the 
prize  list  amounted  to  over  £30.  The  annual  distiibuti  n 
of  prizes  won  last  season  takes  p^ace  on  Tuesday,  May  24, 
when  there  will  be  a  concert  ia  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  when 
all  anglers  and  fiiends  are  invited. — P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clirenc9- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — Our  brake  outing  on  May  15 
was  very  successful.  We  have  a  Central  visit  on  May  23, 
and  our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday,  May  25,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  friends  and  anglers. — E.  Boxall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hetmit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — Our  annual 


Were  taken  (iu  '96)  on  one  of  our  Special  Tapered  Single  Gut  Casts  (3yds.),  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  lOs.  6d.  a  dozen. 

THE  "IDEAL"  MAY  FLY, 

6s.  a.  dozen. 

The  most  hfelike  yet  produced.    Detached  body,  soft  as  the  natural  fly.    Unsinkable.    Quickly  dried.    Always  alights  in  an  erect  position. 

Kills  when  all  others  fail. 

3VCXJILjiTXJM-IKr-r»A.n.VO    TROXJT    ROIDS,   £1  Is. 

OGDEN  SCOTFORD, 

Manufacturers  of  First  Class  RODS,  FLIES,  and  CASTS, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.,  and  at  CHELTENHAM. 


distribution  of  prizes  took  place  ou  Wednesday,  May  18, 
when  we  had  a  good  muster  of  members,  and  a  very 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  I  hope  members  will  clear 
the  books  next  meeting  night  previous  to  sending  for  the 
new  privilege  tickets.    The  A.B.S.  tickets  are  also  due. — 

0.  JOXES. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  on 
this  ]ist  will  be  to  the  Camden  A.S.,  held  at  the  Victory, 
Clarence-road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.,  and  will  take  place 
on  Monday  next,  23rd  inst. ;  and  I  trust  that  every  society 
will  be  represented,  as  the  Camdenites  travel  far  and  near 
to  support  other  clubs. — C.  Wathng. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  May  16  our  twenth-fourtb  annual  dinner  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  took  place  at  our  clubhouse.  Mr.  A. 
Bo  water  officiated  as  chairman,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  Bergeman. 
Our  worthy  host,  Mr.  E.  Davy,  placed  a  most  substantial 
dinner  on  the  table,  and  also  presented  the  prizes  won  by 
the  successful  winners — Messrs.  A.  Bowater,  H.  Moore, 
J.  Thome,  A.  Heyman,  J.  Willgross,  &o.  A  number  of 
prizes  were  offered  for  the  forthcoming  season,  amounting 
to  £10.  Harmony  was  most  agreeably  interspersed. 
Among  those  contributing  were  Messrs.  Will  Porter, 
Geo.  Ceane,  Sid.  Dinan,  Wal.  Powell,  J.  Lockwood,  Geo. 
Stebbings,  &c.  I  wish  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to 
those  gentlemen  who  favoured  us  with  their  company,  as 
we  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening.  A  combined  visit  on 
the  South  London  U.Y.  and  Anglers'  Association  lists 
will  take  place  at  this  society  (date  will  be  announced  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  next  week),  when  I  hope  brother 
anglers  and  friends  will  give  us  a  bumper. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
May  12  the  annual  dinner  of  the  aiiove  society  took  place, 
when  sixty-two  members  sat  down  to  an  excellent  :epast 
provided  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland-street.  Mr.  J. 
Jenkins,  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  A.S.,  occupied  the  chair. 
The  nsaal  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  when  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  the  amount  was  £35,  and  out  of  that 
amount  only  two  prizes  were  given  for  groES  weight, 
amounting  to  £1  15s.  I  must  also  teU  those  members  who 
could  not  attend  on  the  12th,  that  we  have  a  good  prize 
list  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  that  the  club  has  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £18.  I  must  also  thank  the  members  for 
their  handsome  testimonial  of  a  puise  containing  £4. — 

J.  TWYMAN. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Eose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.B. — Our  sea  outing 
on  May  15  proved  a  success,  the  following  gentlemen 
taking  prizes :  Messrs.  Ball,  Beames,  Stump,  Jarrett, 
Turner,  and  Poole.  AVill  those  gentlemen  and  members 
who  promised  prizes  for  last  season  pit  are  forward  them 
as  soon  as  possible  ? — W.  Beames. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — Our  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Monday  next, 
when  I  hope  it  will  be  a  success.  Will  those  clubs  not 
receiving  cards  do  their  best  to  support  me  ?— Phil. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester-row, 
Westminster. — Tne  annual  concert  and  distribution  was 
a  fair  success.  The  prizes  were  presented  by  Mr.  G. 
Keene  (Queen's  Piscatorials).  The  following  gentlemen 
contributed  to  the  harmony :  Messrs.  Wilkin,  Roser, 
Steptoe,  C.  White,  J.  Newton,  Turner,  George  H. 
Sheeky,  Breet,  Ross,  and  yours  respectfully — J.  White. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell -green,  E.G.  —  We 
have  just  had  a  change  of  landlords,  and  as  our  concert 
and  distribution  next  Tuesday  will  be  the  first  under  the 
new  regime,  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  anglers  and 
friends.  By  a  new  arrangement  of  seats  we  can  now 
accommodate  comfortably  twice  as  many  visitors  as  before. 
At  our  annual  meeting  the  past  officers  were  all  re-elected. 
The  balance-sheet  was  passed  as  read,  and  showed  a  small 
sum  in  favour  of  the  society.  The  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  Walton-on-Thames,  on 
June  12,— G.  H.  Feanklin. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Our  annual  supper  and 
distribution  wiU  take  place  at  above  on  Monday,  June  6  ; 
tickets,  price  2s.  6d.  each.  Shall  be  pleased  to  receive  all 
names  of  members  and  friends  intending  to  be  present  as 
soon  as  possible.  Members  who  oiiered  prizes  for  last 
season  will  oblige  by  forwarding  same  and  oblige. — H. 
Brock. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway-road,  N. — On  May  12  we  had  a  fair 
muster  of  members,  several  matters  of  importance  being 
discussed.  Secretaries  and  others  kindly  note  that  Mr. 
A.  Clayton  is  not  now  connected  with  this  recently  revised 
and  reconstructed  club ;  also  that  our  meeting  nights  are 
Thursdays.  In  future  all  communications  should  be 
addressed  to  the  hon.  sec. — G.  Greg. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditoh. — Our  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  pldce  on  Tuesday,  June  14 ;  members  and  friends 
will  oblige  by  sending  in  their  prizes.  Prior  to  that  date 
members  desiring  their  privilege  tickets  at  the  opening  of 
the  season  will  please  give  in  their  names  on  any  Tuesday 
night.— R.  M. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  ToUington-road,  N. — Our  annual  dinner  and  presen- 
tation of  prizes  has  been  postponed  to  June  1,  the  25th 
inst.  being  Derby  day.  We  made  a  new  member  last 
Wednesday,  but  there  is  little  to  report  as  regards  angling. 
E.W. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Tuesday  last  (Mr.  Wilks  in 
the  chair)  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed.  The  brake  starts  at  9  o'clock  sharp  on 
May  22,  and  those  members  and  friends  who  have 
promised  prizes  would  [oblige  by  kindly  forwarding  them 
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on  to  the  secretary  on  or  before  Monday,  June  6,  as  that 
is  the  date  fixed  for  the  distribution  of  prizes. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  distribu- 
tion of  annual  and  special  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  next,  25th  inst.,  at  'J  o'clock  precisely.  A 
sea  fishing  competition  took  place  on  May  15  at  Burnham- 
on-Crouch,  and  a  very  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  The 
'rioat,  tackle,  &c.,  were  provided  liy  G.  Bourne,  Rood 
Cottage,  High-street,  Burnham,  who  would  b  a  glail  at  any 
time  to  accommodate  those  who  Cire  for  this  branch  of 
sport.— H.  B. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association. — There  is  little 
interesting  in  the  way  of  angling  to  repDrt  from  this 
neighbourhood,  for  we  have  had  a  week  of  the  most 
unlikely  weather  for  successful  trout  fishing,  and  though, 
of  course,  there  is  always  some  one  or  more  who  go  afield 
whether  there  is  a  prospect  of  sport  or  not,  they  make 
no  sign  on  their  return  with  an  empty  creel.  The  only 
success  1  have  heard  of  amongst  our  members  is  that  a 
brace  and  a  half  of  very  nice  trout  were  had  from  the 
reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae  last  Saturday  afternoon.  We  shall 
soon  have  Whitsuntide  upon  us,  when,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  anglers  wiU  be  well  in  evidence  at  all  likely 
resorts,  and  no  doubt  some  record  catches  will  be  heard 

of. — R.  WOOLFALL. 

Maldon  and  Eeybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  PuUbridge,  Maldon. — During  the  past  week  several 
mem  bars  of  the  above  Eosiety  have  again  had  good 'sport 
with  the  whiting,  whiting  pouts,  eel  pouts,  &c.  Mr.  Ben 
Bevers,  H.  Hutchinson,  F.  Anderson,  F.  Keen,  T. 
Springitt,  A.  Appleton,  and  numerous  other  anglers,  have 
secured  several  thousands  of  the  whiting  pout.  One  boat, 
containing  a  pirty  of  five  anglers,  secured  the  large  total 
of  12  k)  of  these  fish,  whilst  individual  anglers  have  taken 
as  many  as  300  each  in  a  few  hours.  The  river  from 
Hey  bridge  Basin  seems  to  be  full  of  fish,  and  sport  may  be 
had  all  day  long.  Mr.  A.  Clark,  of  the  Welcome  Sailor, 
at  Heybridge  Basin,  supplies  bait  and  boats  at  a  reasonable 
charge. — F.  Keen. 

Slildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N . — "Will  members  please  note  that  our  next 
meeting  is  to  be  held  on  May  31.  Although  most  of  us 
have  got  a  good  fish  or  two  "  spotted,"  the  heaviest 
recorded  as  captured,  up  to  the  present,  is  3jlb.  This 
was  taken  near  Cambridge. — A.  E.  Hendon. 

Olive  Branch  Angling  Society,  Olive  Branch, 
Park-lane,  Tottenham. — A  Bohemian  concert  wiU  take 
place  at  the  above  house  on  Monday,  May  23,  in  aid  of 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — W.  Franklin. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green.  —  Our  concert  on 
Monday  last,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  was  well  supported. 
We  had  an  excellent  entertainment,  and  the  boxes  con- 
tained £3  12s.  Gd.  Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday  next,  May  24.  Members  and  friends 
who  have  promised  prizes  please  note  the  date. — E. 
Brockett. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Our  annual  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  May  28,  The  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Mr.  Reity,  All  anglers  and  friends  are  invited  on  this 
occasion,  A  special  meeting  will  take  placa  on  Tuesday 
next,  in  reference  to  the  three  members  who  were  reported 
at  the  delegate  meeting  on  Monday  last  by  the  honorary 
bailiff , Mr,  Lambert,  of  the  Olive  Branch  Angling  Society, 
for  eel  fishing  a  few  minutes  after  time.  Allmembers  are 
requested  to  attend. — W,  S, 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,N.W. — As  host  Forster  is  about  leaving  us,  and  we 
are  a  trifle  unssttled,  our  annual  distribution  must  be 
postpsned  till  further  notice. — R.  C. 

Kichmond  Angling  Society.— The  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
May  26,  at  7  p.m.  sharp,  at  the  Tuh'p  Tree  Inn,  Kew- 
foot-road,  Richmond. 

Koyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Anus 
Hotel,  Bateman-street. — Last  meeting  night  we  mustered 
in  nearly  our  full  strength,  and  paid  a  visit  ti  the  St. 
Alban's  Angling  Society,  it  being  their  annual  supper 
night,  and,  I  need  scarcely  state,  we  enjoyed  ourselves 
thoroughly.  Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night ;  I 
hope  to  see  all  attend  and  clear  the  books. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress, 
St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — The  annual  meeting  of 
the  above  took  place  on  May  18,  when  there  was  a  small 
attendance  of  working  members,  and  the  following 
officers  elected:  Chairman,  secretary,  two  trustees,  two 
delegates,  and  seven  committeemen.  The  first  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  June  1,  to 
arrange  the  new  prize  list. — P.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  will  take  place  at  the  Duke's  Head,  Southend, 
on  June  12,  when  old  and  new  friends  are  invited. 
Tickets,  43.  6d.— G.  George. 

Second  Snrrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — Our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  22, 
when  members  and  friends  are  requested  to  meet  at 
London  Bridge  Station  at  0.45  a.m. — W.  Anstey. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. — 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  goes  to  the  Clapham 
Junction  A.S.,  The  Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham 
Junction.    Date  later. — A.  Painter. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,_  Hammersmith,  W. — We  had  a  grand  muster 
at  our  special  meeting,  and  made  arrangements  for  our 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  to  take  place  on 
Thursday  evening,  June  9,  at  eight  o'clock.  We  shall  be 
very  pleased  to  be  honoured  by  the  company  of  any 
brother  anglers,  and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  forward  tickets 
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for  same  (2s.  Gd,  each).  We  enrolled  four  new  members, 
viz.,  Mr.  G.  Steeden,  of  the  Old  Windmill  Init  Chiswick ; 
Mr.  J.  C.  Taylor,  The  Radnor,  Warwick-road  ."Kensington  ; 
Mr,  G.Pank hurst,  of  the  Windsor  Castle,  Hammersmith  ; 
and  Mr.  H.  W.  Bland,  of  Hammersmith.  Also  four  more 
gentlemen  were  nominatedfor  election  next  meeting  night. 
Our  late  secretary  having  resigned,  Mr.  Chalk  was  unani- 
mously elected  as  secretary.  Will  donors  of  prizes  kindly 
forward  same  as  soon  as  possible  V  Members  are  requested 
to  communicate  with  the  secretary  as  to  number  of 
tickets  they  require  for  the  supper  to  prevent  disappoint- 
ment. There  will  be  a  "  fishery  "  meeting  after  the  usual 
club  meeting  next  Tuesday. — C.  Chalk. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Our  distribution  took  place  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  was  a  grand  success ;  the  following  were  the 
principal  winners  :  Mr.  Allan,  gross  weight,  one  specimen, 
and  four  special  prizes  ;  Mr.  Clegg,  three  first  prizes  and 
second  gross  weight;  Mr,  Birch,  three  prizes  and  third 
gros3  weight ;  Mr,  Betts,  Mr,  J.  Clayton,  Mr.  G.  Clayton, 
Mr.  W.  Brookman,  Mr.  J.  Clayton,  jun.,  also  took  prizes. 
I  wish  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  those  gentlemen 
who  favoured  us  with  their  company  on  this  occasion, — 
H,  C. 

Walworth  Waltouians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
Our  concert  was  a  great  success  last  Wednesday,  "  Sir  " 
Billee  Taylor  was  in  the  chair,  and  several  well-known 
artistes  sang  during  the  evening.  A  general  meeting  is 
called  for  Wednesday,  May  25,  to  pass  accounts  for  last 
season,  and  elect  some  new  members.  All  members  please 
attend.— W.  Wray. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Berwick  Arms,  Bemer- 
street,  W. — Our  annual  supper  on  Wednesday  evening  at 
the  Berwick  Arms,  Berner's-street,  W.,  with  Mr.  G.  E, 
Warner  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  large  gathering  of 
members  and  friends,  who  spent  a  very  enjoyable  evemng, 
thanks  to  the  assistance  of  many  talented  artistes,  amongst 
whom  may  be  mentioned  Messrs,  Beach,  Forrester,  Jupp, 
Roberts,  Dudley,  Harris,  Flower,  &o. — E.  L.  Flower. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in  addition 
to  the  tourist  fortnightly  and  week-end  tickets  to  the 
East  and  North-east  Coasts  and  the  Norfolk  Broads 
districts  (Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Southend-on- 
Sea,  Clacton,  Waltonon-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  Scar- 
borough, Whitby,  Bridlington,  &c.),  which  are  issued  from 
Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London  and  suburban 
stations  throughout  the  summer,  they  will  issue  special 
cheap  excursion  tickets  on  Friday,  May  2",  to  Newcastle, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  &c.,  and  on  Saturday,  May  28,  to 
Doncaster,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dnkeries), 
Chesterfield,  Manchester,  York,  Scarborough,  Leeds, 
Bradford,  Wakefield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  &c.  ;  also  to 
the  principal  stations  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge,  Suffolk, 
Norfolk,  &c.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at 
Liverpool-street,  and  at  their  various  City  and  West-end 
offices. 

Additional  relieving  trains  will  be  run  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  to  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich, 
Norvtdch,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge, 
Lynn,  &c.  On  Friday  special  trains  wiU  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  1.30  p,m,,  for  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton, 
Ipswich,  Norvrich,  and  Cromer  ;  at  1.35  p.m.  to  Yar- 
mouth and  Lowestoft,  and  at  4.20  p.m.  to  Southend-on- 
Sea.  On  Saturday  special  trains  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  9.55  a.m.,  4.10  and  7.12  p.m.,  to  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft;  at  1.30  p.m.,  to 
Felixstowe  ;  at  4.5  p.m.,  to  Southend  ;  and  at  4.10  p.m., 
to  Clacton  and  Walton.  A  special  through  train  wUl 
also  leave  Gospel  Oak  at  9.5  a.m.,  for  Colchester  and 
Clacton,  calling  at  all  stations  to  South  Tottenham.  For 
the  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at  business  late  on 
Saturday  night,  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  11.55  p.m.,  for  Norwich  {via  Cambridge)  ;  and 
at  12.25,  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft  (cut 
Ipswich),  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations ; 
and  at  12.3  night,  the  fast  supper  train  to  Colchester  and 
Clacton-on-Sea. 

On  Bank  Holiday  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from 
Liverpool-street  and  Fenchurch-street  to  Southend-on- 
Sea  and  Burnham-on-Crouch  ;  from  Liverpool-street,  to 
Clacton,  Walton,  Harwich,  Yarmouth,  Cambridge,  and 
Ely ;  from  St,  Pancras,  to  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued,  and 
special  trains  run  to  Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye 
House. 

On  Whit-Tuesday  a  special  early  train  wiU  be  run  from 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Ipswich,  &c.,due  in  London  8  a.m. 


THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing at  Carr's  Restaurant,  265,  Strand,  W.C.,  Dr.  C.  S, 
Patterson  was  elected  a  member  of  the  committee.  The 
hon.  se;retary  (Mr.  H.  G.  Hankins)  reported  that  new 
subscriptions  and  donations  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
J.  W.  Zaehnsdorll,  Mr.  A.  Gaydon,  Mr.  H,  T.  Grant 
Marston,  and  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  and  that 
the  association  had  now  a  balance  of  over  £23  in  hand. 
It  was  decided  to  invite  Mr.  Charles  Walker,  of  Land  and 
Water,  and  representatives  of  the  Henley  and  Distric6 
Fisheries'  Preservation  Association,  and  the  Windsor  and 
Eton  Preservation  Society,  to  join  the  committee.  On 
the  motion  of  Dr.  Patterson,  seconded  by  Mr,  Greg,  it  was 
agreed  that  every  society  subscribing  over  5s.  per  annum 
should  have  the  right  of  sending  a  delegate  to  vote  and 
represent  its  interests  at  the  half-yearly  and  annual  general 
meetings  of  the  association.  The  draft  circular,  which  the 
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liOM.  secretary  had  prepared,  was  read,  and,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Drinkwater,  seconded  by  Mr.  Greg,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  sent  to  the  secretaries  of  all  the  London 
angling  clubs.  The  second  annual  report  of  the  associa- 
tion is  in  the  Press,  and  will  be  issued  to  subscribers  in  a 
few  days.  Hon.  Sec 


^offings  bp  tf)e  pap. 

The  Blackfriars  Angling  Society  hold  their  twelfth 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  Monday, 
May  23,  at  their  new  headquarters,  the  Eose  and  Crown, 
Commerciil-roid,  Lambeth.  The  chair  will  bs  taken  by 
Mr.  J.  K.  Willson,  their  late  host  for  so  many  years  when 
the  club  held  its  meetings  at  the  Winchester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street.  The  vice-chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Gammon. 
Tickets  (33.)  may  be  obtained  of  the  secretary,  or  Mr.  T. 
Wheelhouse,  31,  Waterloo-road.  Messrs.  Greg,  Menage, 
Turner,  Cadman,  Sanders,  and  many  other  influential 
anglers  wiU  be  present  on  this  occasion. 


■  The  seventh  annual  dinner  of  the  Epsom  Angling 
Society  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  its  history. 
Host  W.  Dix  is  one  of  the  joint  Eejretaries  (the  other  is 
Mr.  J.  P.  Chuter),  and  the  selection  of  joints,  with  all  the 
accessories  necessary  to  the  making  of  a  good  menu,  were 
really  excellent.  Of  course,  Mrs.  Dix  was  "  at  home  "  in 
the  matter  of  soup.  The  large  assemblage  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  F.  Ooles,  and  the  vice-chair  was  filled  by 
Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson.  The  toast  list  was  a  long 
one,  but  some  admirable  speeches  were  made.  The 
president  gave  "The  Queen";  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("Old 
Izaak")gave  "The  Epsom  A.S.,"  responded  toby  the 
president;  and  "  The  President"  was  toasted  by  Mr.  J.  R. 
Richardson.  Then  Mr.  Holt  and  Mr.  H.  Skilton eulogised 
"  The  Prize  Givers,"  when  Mr.  J.  A.  Bucknill  responded 
Yet  another  toast — "Kindred  Societies" — and  Messrs. 
F.  H.  Amphlett  and  H.  A.  Rolt  let  off  some  splendid 
fireworks  ! 


There  were  other  "  toasts  "—"  The  Visitors,"  "The 
Press,"  "The  Vice-Presidents,"  "The  Artists,"  and 
"  The  Stewards."  And  there  was  also  the  "  Presentation 
of  Prizes  " — always  a  pleasing  ceremony  (especially  so  to 
the  recipients).  Then  the  songs  by  the  gifted  vocalists, 
the  sleight-of-hand  tiicks,  and  the  music— well,  a  better 
night  could  not  have  been  enjoyed.  The  T.A.P.S.  box 
contained  £2  Os.  Cd.  Well  done,  Epsomites— and  don't 
forget  the  T.R.A.  next  year  ! 

A  FEW  days  since,  in  lovely  May  weather— not  the 
sample  we  are  having  to-day  (Thursday)— I  strolled  along 
the  river's  bank  at  Brandon,  Norfolk,  just  to  see  how 
the  land  laid,  and  found  the  water  in  grand  trim.  The 
weeds  near  the  Brandon  Bridge  have  been  cleared,  and 
I  saw  some  fine  dace  and  roach  sunning  themselves  in 
the  clear  water.  Several  Newmarket  gentlemen  were  out 
on  the  same  eirand,  and  are  anxiously  awaiting  the 
advent  of  the  10th. 


The  question  of  "  Hair  versus  Gut  "  has  agitated  the 
minds  of  the  angling  fraternity  for  many  a  long  year.  In 
the  hands  of  those  who  are  accustomed  to  use  it,  hair  is 
without  doubt,  "  very  killing,"  and  it  is  certainly  con- 
siderably less  visible  in  the  water.  Of  course,  this  is  not 
news.  "  Clayr  Kenwall  "  knows  (if  anyone  knows)  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  by  using  hair  lines  and  hair 
hooks,  and  he  has  many  a  time  and  oft  expatiated  upon 
the  advantages  of  hair  in  these  columns. 


"  Clayr  Kenwall  "  has  often  lamented  that  good  hair 
ia  difficult  to  obtain.  I  am  quite  of  his  opinion.  But  it 
will  be  good  news  to  him,  and  others,  to  hear  that  Mr.  J. 
Pickersgill,  of  22,  lugleton-street,  Leeds,  has  "  just  got  in 
a  fresh  lot  of  hair  (all  colours)  for  trout  or  coarse  fishing." 
He  says  (in  a  letter  to  me,  inclosing  some  splendid 
Bamples)  ''  anglers  must  hurry  up  before  the  busy  season, 
as  they  will  be  served  much  better."  By  the  busy  season, 
I  suppose  he  means  June  16.  When  you  have  caught  your 
hair,  then — may  you  catch  fish  ! 


Mr.  H.  N.  Campbell,  writing  from  Runagry,  Ireland, 
says  "  the  weather  on  Lough  Conn  is  simply  awful."  He 
and  Mrs.  Campbell  landed  this  week  one  salmon,  12ilb. ; 
one  trout,  51b.,  and  one  of  31b.  "Fly  fishing  almost 
impossible;  such  gales!  Rooks  are  plentiful,  and  I've 
had  some  rare  fun  with  them  ;  also  captured  pike  of  91b., 
71b.,  and  61b.,  and  several  smaller  ones.  These  pike  give 
good  fun  ©n  light  single  gut  trout  tackle." 

 > <  

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  will  be  among  the  exhibitors  at 
the  Art  Metal  Work  Exhibition,  which  opens  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  on  Friday  next.  It  will  be  really  a  great 
display,  the  loan  collections  containing  the  finest  lots  of 
armour  ever  brought  together.  The  council,  of  which 
the  Duke  of  Westminster  is  president  and  the  Marquis  of 
Lorne  vice-president,  is  a  very  strong  body,  and  no  effort 
IS  being  spared  to  render  the  exhibition  f/ie  attraction  of 
the  season.  A  novelty  will  be  skilled  workers  using  their 
forges  in  competition  in  the  main  building.  By  the  way 
don't  miss  the  Gold  Mine,  which  will  be  open  daily  from 
Monday. 



A  _  MOST  successful  concert  was  given  on  Monday 
evening,  May  10,  at  the  Horns  Assembly  rooms,  by  Mrs. 
Beesley,  a  teacher  of  the  pianoforte  well  known  in  South 
London.  .An  interesting  programme  was  presented 
including  works  by  Beethoven,  Chopin,  Brahms,  Schu- 
mann, &c.,  which  were  ably  executed  by  the  clever  pupils 


of  the  talented  concert-giver.  Lady  Barbara  Yeatmau 
presented  certificates  gained  during  the  year  by  the  pupils, 
and  the  vocalists  of  the  evening  were  Miss  Ethel  Thurston 
and  Mr.  Robert  Hilton.  Miss  Thurston  is  a  charming 
singer,  and  fairly  brought  down  the  house.  Mr.  Hilton, 
who  is  well  known  to  the  musical  world,  met  with  his 
usual  enthusiastic  reception.  The  large  hall  was  crowded. 
Daisy  "  Drag."  dragged  me  there  for  an  hour,  and  I  must 
confess  that  I  was  highly  entertained. 

 >♦<■*<  

The  Rev.  Father  Meyer  will,  on  Tuesday  evening. 
May  24,  read  a  paper,  entitled  "Roach  Fishing  a  la 
Mode,  '  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Gresham 
Anghng  Society,  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Mason's- 
avenne,  Basinghall-street.  Chair  taken  at  eight  o'clock. 
A  full  meeting  is  anticipated. 


The  breaking  stram  of  gut  and  hair  have  frequently 
been  put  to  the  tsst,  but  the  sight  of  the  131b.  trout  which 
Messrs.  Cooper  are  setting  up  for  its  skilful  captor  (Mr 
Warrendev)  made  me  long  for  a  turn  on  the  Test. 

OUR  P.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  19  (New  Series). 


The  late  MR.  J.  D.  BASTARD. 
Last  week  we  said:  "Torrington  has  to  mourn  the 
death  of  one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens,  Mr.  J.  D. 
Bastard,  who  passed  away  last  week  at  the  ripe  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  was  connected  closely  with  many  works 
of  utility  and  charity  in  the  town  in  which  he  resided.  A 
good  angler,  he  was  better  known  outside  the  town  as 
'  Bastard  the  fisherman,'  and  most  people  have  heard  of 
his  skill  in  fly-tieing.  His  death  will  be  noted  with  much 
regret."  We  are  able  this  week  to  give  the  poitrait  of 
Mr.  John  Denbow  Bastard,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
respected  inhabitants  of  Torrington.  His  reputation  as 
a  skilful  fly-tier  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  His 
notes  have  appeared  for  many  years  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  his  information  was  always  reliable.  His 
daughter  (Mrs.  E.  S.  Kemp)  who  has  assisted  her  late 
father  in  the  business  for  over  twenty  years,  is  still  carry, 
ing  on  business  as  fishing  tackle  manufacturer  and  fly- 
tier  at  the  old  address,  Torridge  House,  Torrington, 
N.  Devon,  and  it  is  hoped  that  old  customers  will  still 
continue  their  patronage. 


An  interesting  ceremony  took  place  recently  on 
the  Water  of  Leith  at  Dean  Bridge,  Edinburgh,  when 
once  again,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Ander- 
son, Castle-strect,  the  li^er  was  stocked  with  several 
thousand  trout  and  salmon  fry.  The  proceedings  were 
witnessed  by  a  large  crowd  of  people,  among  whom  were 
many  anglers  who  have  often,  since  the  purification, 


whipped  the  stream  with  success.  Councillor  Brown,  as 
f  Daihff,  presided,  and  the  fry  were  put  into  the  water 
"^"der  Mr.  Anderson's  personal  direction.  The  trout  fry, 
which  were  expressly  consigned  from  the  Solway  Fishery 
Company,  Limited,  Dumfries,  were  spawned  on  Decem- 
ber 23  last,  and  hatched  out  on  February  18  or  19  ;  while 
the  salmon  ova  was  laid  down  on  December  27,  and 
hatched  out  on  April  3.  As  the  weather  of  Saturday 
was  exceedingly  fine,  the  ceremony  was  performed  under 
the  most  favourable  conditions,  and  the  interest  taken  in 
the  proceedings  was  heightened  by  the  fact  that  the  water 
was  agreeably  clear,  encouraging  the  hope  that  this  new 
stocking  was  not  being  done  in  vain. 

 )  ♦  I »  t  

For  those  who  get  a  little  too  much  work,  and  desire  a 
really  nice  trip,  I  recommend  the  following:  Leave 
I  addmgton  at  11.20,  arrive  at  Slough  11.50  ;  lunch  at  the 
Old  Crown  Hotel  at  12  sharp,  and,  fortified  by  a  liqueur 
and  a  good  cigar,  ycu  are  ready  for  the  Vale  of  White 
Horse  coach,  which  calls  at  the  hotel  about  12.40  for 
Henley,  and  a  more  beautiful  drive  can  scarcely  be 
had.  The  route  is  by  way  of  Maidenhead,  Thicket, 
and  Hurley.  After  a  shoit  stay  at  the  Red  Lion, 
at  Henley,  the  return  journey  is  commenced  at 
three,  and  Slough  reached  at  4. .30,  in  time  for  a  fast 
train  to  town.  This  coach  starts  from  the  "  Hotel 
Metropole,"  Charing  Cross,  at  12.20,  and  returns  there  at 
0.50.  It  is  owned  by  Capt.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  T.  Hooper, 
and  is  splendidly  horsed.  Harking  back  to  the  "  Old 
Crown  "—if  you  should  stay  there— you  are  handy  for  the 
Thames  at  Windsor,  Taplow,  and  Maidenhead ;  and 
brakes  leave  the  hotel  at  frequent  intervals  for  Virginia 
Water,  Windsor  Castle,  and  Burnham  Beeches. 


H.  T.  K.,  '  writing  from  Hampshire,  says  he  has 
often  had  some  good  fishing  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  and 
hopes  to  get  away  again  before  the  "  lise  "  is  over.  He 
does  not  give  the  exact  spot  away,  but  the  following 
report  has  been  sent  to  him:  "The  fish  are  rising  so 
freely  in  the  rivers  about  here  that  the  cattle  are  afraid 
to  drink,  thinking  that  stones  are  being  thrown  at  them." 
[I  fancy  someone  is  throwing  stones.] 

The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling  Association 
inaugurate  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  on 
June  16  by  pn  outing  up  the  river  Rother,  to  Newenden. 
Those  members  desirous  of  taking  part  must  arrange  to 
go  by  the  7  a.m.  train  to  Rye,  where  wagonettes  will  be 
HI  waiting  to  convey  the  party  to  Scotsfl oat,  where  a  steam 
launch  will  be  in  readiness,  which  will  return  from 
Newenden  in  time  to  catch  the  9.21  train  back  to 
Hastings.  A  competition  for  prizes  will  probably  be 
arranged,  and  if  so,  particulars  will  be  announced  on  the 
day  of  the  excursion. 


Ben'  Abrahams,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Allason  United- 
A.S.,  asks  me  to  state  that  they  have  just  passed  a  most 
important  rule  to  the  efi'ect  that  gross  weight  fishing  has 
been  abolished  in  their  club ;  so  that  now  all  fish  weighed- 
in  for  prizes  aie  specimens  only.  This  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  and  one  which  is  being  followed  by  a  large 
number  of  clubs. 

A  demonstration  and  luncheon  combined  was  given 
by  Messrs.  Cosenza  and  Co.,  at  95,  Wigmore-street,  on 
May  19,  the  object  being  to  illustrate  the  ease  and  rapidity 
with  which  a  dainty  and  appetising  meal  can  be  got  ready 
with  the  aid  of  some  of  the  excellent  culinary  prepara- 
tions for  which  this  firm  is  so  deservedly  famous.  The 
soup  was  Maggi's  Consomme'.  The  half  of  one  capsule 
(retailed  at  2d.  each)  supplied  suflicient  soup  for  one 
person.  This  requires  no  addition  but  boiling  water,  and 
ready  seasoned.  The  soup  was  actually  dissolved 
at  table.  While  this  was  being  served  a  filet  de  sole  au 
gratin  was  in  course  of  being  cooked.  The  fillets  having 
being  previously  peppered  and  placed  in  a  buttered  fire- 
proof dish,  with  bread  crumbs  sprinkled  over  them,  were 
covered  with  some  of  Driessen's'dark  Foundation  Sauce, 
which  had  been  dissolved  in  three  times  its  bulk  of  cold 
water,  and  were  cooked  in  a  quick  oven  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes.  These  Foundation  Sauces  are  the  out- 
come of  experiments  made  by  Professor  Driessens.a  noted 
Parisian  chef,  in  the  presentation  in  a  condensed  form  of 
the  fundamental  sauces  of  the  French  cuisine.  They  are 
three  in  number  —  the  dark  (Italiene),  the  brown 
(Espagnole),  and  the  pale  (Allemande),  and  on  the  basis 
of  these  all  the  sauces  of  the  French  cuisine  can  be 
prepared. 

 )  »  « ♦<  

The  Driesseus  sauces  are  put  up  in  bottles  in  solid  form, 
and  require  to  be  dissolved  in  sufficient  bulk  of  water  to 
replace  the  evaporated  moisture.  Nothing  but  water  is 
needed,  and  the  preparation  is  a  matter  of  a  few  minutes 
only,  while  the  result,  as  was  admitted  at  the  luncheon 
table,  is  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory.  The  fact  that, 
owing  to  the  lapse  of  a  heavy  continental  royalty,  Messrs. 
Cosenza  and  Co:  are  now  able  to  make  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  these  sauces  will  doubtless  add  much  to 
their  popularity.  The  third  specialite  on  the»!e»(twaa 
a  ready-prepared  tinned  entree  of  very  superior  quality. 
Quenettes  de  Volaille  a  la  sauce  Godard.  The  luncheon 
was  pronounced  a  great  success,  and  all  specialities  arc 
well  worthy  of  the  attention  of  anglers  and  tourists  from 
their  portability,  and  from  the  fact  that  their  preparation 
demands  no  special  culinary  knowledge.  A  series  of 
demonstrations  in  the  use  of  these  soups  and  sauces  wiU  be 
given,  cards  of  in\-itation  to  which  will  be  sent  to  any  of 
our  readers  on  application  to  Messrs.  Cosenza  and  Co., 
95,  Wigmore-street.  Lovers  of  good  soup  should  certainly 
make  application  for  a  "  Cosenza  taster."  I  am  not  sure 
that  you  can  get  a  (fa ii;/ ticket ;  if  it  were  possible  to  do 
so  they  would  certainly  see  more  of  Drac^net. 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Pishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse ,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 
CATJTION— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Pishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 

■  Manufaclurer  of  all  kinds  of  Fishing  Rods 
in  Built  Cane  &  Greenheart,  Reels  &  Tackle. 

YDflllT  DnnQ  2  joints  best  Built  Cans  Fly 
I  nUU  I   nUUO.  lOft.,  price  £2  58. 

Ditto,  lOift.  to  lift.,  price  £2  7s.  6(1.;  with  Steel 
Centre,  15s.  extra. 

"  CHA.MPZOS  "  Greenheart  TX.Y 

BOD,  3  joints  and  very  best  finish,  253. 

TBE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH  (Registered). 


This  Winch  is  made  in  two  sizes,  2|in.  and  Sjin., 
■with  click  or  silent  check.    It  has  two  special 
recommendations,  extreme  lightness  and  quick 
winding.    Price,  2}in.,  10s.  Cd. ;  SJin.,  128.  6d. 


Important  to  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
thronehont  the  Kingdom. 

DAVID  SLATEB,  of  Newark-on-Trent,  being 
the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufacturer  of 
the  world-wide  known  "Nottingham"  Pattern 
■Winches  In  their  various  forms,  and  holding  as 
he  does  by  far  the  largest  stock  of  timber  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  such  manufacturers — hundreds 
of  thousands  of  blocks  in  various  stages  of 
seasoning — is  prepared  to  supply  the  trade  direct 
at  lowest  prices.  A  Special  New  Pattern, 
"  Slater's  Wonder,"  in  nine  sizes,  2in.  to  4in.,  is 
made  on  similar,  but  much  improved  lines  to  the 
old  and  out  of  date  iron  back  production. 
^ '  Slater's  Wonder  "has  a  solid  brasa  back,  and 
yet  costs  less  than  the  old  pattern. 

SfeLL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE 
AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

IJAPI^I  TQ  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
flAulVLLO  Seals'  Fur,  Figs'  Wool,  «ic' 

ALL   COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST, 

S.  HIYNES  Sunda.vs  Well-road  Cork. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free 

1  do*,  of  my  Celebrated  TEOUT  FLIES  for  9d . 
3  doz.  for  2b.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6a. 
THESE  PLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WOSLD- 
WIDE  REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers,  having  no  equal. 
C<nnpleto  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,  Omagrh,  Ireland. 


CLOTH   BINDING  CASES 


FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  TSTS 

PuhUshing  Office,  Bream's  Buildings,  E.C. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


AVe  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNESIDE,"  "  WANSBECK,"  and  other 
Rods.  Any  orders  received  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our 
customers  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  witii  almost  every 
rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "  ANGLER'S  GUIDE  "  and  Illustrated  list  of  Rod?  and  every 
Angling  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover 
postage. 

Our  Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  £    8.  d. 

40  13ft   0  16  6 

41  14ft   0  18  6 

42  15ft   10  0 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"  We  also  liked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,  especially  a  '  Coquetdale ' 
fourteen-footer ;  this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and 
discovered  great  power." — Angler. 

"The  '  Coquetdale '  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons." — Land 
and  Water. 

"  The  '  Coquetdale  '  is  an  especially  good  pattern." — Rod  and  Gun. 


Our  Special  "TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c.,  similar 
to  our  "  Tyneside  "  Trout  Bods,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 

No.  JE    s.  d. 

43  16ft   15  6 

44  17ft.      ...    1  10  0 

45  18ft   1  15  0 

46  19ft   2    0  0 

47  20ft   2    5  0 

"  Dear  Sir, — The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout 
our  holiday,  and  we  were  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod, 
but  my  fisherman  was  delighted  with  it. 

"  It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a 
month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  difiicult 
water,  and  with  trying-winds,  than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.     "  C.  H.  G." 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895-96. 

"  We  handled  an  18ft.- '  Tyneside,'  which  was  just  perfect  in  balance,  and  played 
through  to  the  butt  in  grand  style,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  North 
country  firm  had  little  to  learn  about  rod  making." — Land  and  Water,  1895. 

•'  We  should  Like  to  draw  attention  to  the  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods.  We  had  the 
pleasure  some  time  ago  of  taking  a  friend's  rod  for  an  hour  on  a  salmon  reach,  and 
it  was  one  of  this  make.  They  are  used,  we  believe,  very  extensively  by  the  anglers 
on  Tyneside,  who  swear  by  them  at  all  times." — Angler,  1896. 

"  The  '  Tyneside '  salmon  rods  are  remarkably  cheap  and  of  splendid  value,  double 
brazed,  and  finished  in  the  best  style." — Rod  and  Gun,  1896. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Telephone,  Sfill. 


Telegraphic  Address :  "  Fishing."        ESTABLISHED  1S19. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

(Late  EDMONDSON), 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  omy  Address.  LIVERPOOL 

Maker  of  RODS  (Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  Lancewood,  Wasbaber,  Cane,  or 
Split  Cane)  for  RIVER,  LAKE.'and  SEA  EISHING.  RODS,  FLIES,  &c.,  made  on 
the  Premises  to  any  design.  Reels.  Lines,  Landing  Nets,  Gaffs,  Bags,  Minnows, 
Spoons,  Flies  (Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Grayling,  Trout).  WADING  STOCKINGS, 
12s.  6d.  (Splendid  Value).   Trousers,  Coats,  Brogues.   BAIT  for  Bottom  Fishing. 

Other  Departments  are  the  Cricket,  Lawn  Tennis,  Polo,  Croquet,  and  Golf. 
HAMMOCKS,  from  4s.  6d.    GARDEN  TENTS,  Cane  Walking  Stick  Seats,  16s.  6d. 


HENRY  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

MB.  HEKEy  OOXON'S  (representative  of 
the  Fishing  Oazette  and  the  Field)  new  and 
splendidly  Ulnstrated  work,  "  A  MODEBN 
TBEATISE  ON  PEAOTICAX  COABSB  FISH 
ANGLING:  HOW  TO  OATCH  FISH,"  has  now 
reached  its  third  edition,  and  this  since  ChristmaB. 
No  such  practical  book  on  angling  was  ever 
written,  and  its  contents  have  been  highly 
extolled  by  all  the  leading  angling  and  other 
sporting  papers  In  the  British  Isles.  Send  for 
copy. 

Price  Is.  2d.,  postage  free. 
WALTON  VILLA,  WEST  BBIDGFOBD, 
NOTTINGHAM. 

Revelation  in  Steel  Ribbing  for  Rods, 

FAB  AND  AWAY  THE  BEST  THING 
IN  THE  TB  ADE. 

To  DEALERS  only  FREE  SAMPLE, 

Send  Top  Joint,  no  Rings  or  Ferrule  on,  and 
6  Stamps,  for  (iarriage.    See  Press  Notices. 

w .    n  TJ  a-  n  E  s , 

37,  Warstone  Lane,  Birmingham. 

"  SHOW'S 
WATERPROOF  DRESSING  for  LINES 

Imparts  a  pleasant  fl^exibility,  and  does 
not  rot  the  lines.  Easily  and  quickly 
applied.  Price,  per  cake,  Is. ;  post  free. 
Is.  2d. — Shaw,  40,  Bagby-road,  Wood- 
houae-lane,  Leeds. 

TO  FISHING  ROD  MAKERS. 

WANTED, 

AT  OKCE, 

C3-OOX3  ^lAJNI^S. 

Apply  to  Hardy  Bros.,  London  and  North 
British  Works,  Alnwick. 

The  Lightest  Bods  in  Use.    Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 


For 
OMh  Only. 


Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d. 

lift,  snake  rings,  winch   Uttlngs,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  4|d.  extra. 
Balanced  handle,  Is.  extra. 
"Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it."— Marston,  FiSHlNa  Ga.zettb,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  KOACH  ROD,  balane* 

handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed, 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag  about  12oz.,  prlc« 
58,  id.,  lO^t. :  fis.  lOd. ,  lift,   carriage  6d.  extrk. 

BABOAINS. 

Salmon  Gut,  14in.,  Is.  6d.;  Una  firat  qnalUy 
undrawn  gut,  20in.,  3b.  lid.;  ISin.,  3s.  Sd.;  IMo., 
28.  2d.,  Ifiin.  XXXX.  Drawn  Gut,  Si.  lid.  per  100. 

FISHING    RCD    MAKER,  HULL. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES. 
HoQses,  Land,  &  Estates 

To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THB 

ESTATES  eAZEHE. 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Kesults  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.   Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCEIPTION,  158. 

Ohew  Offioe 
«,  ST.  BSISE  STREET,  LONSOH,  S.a 
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THE  PISCATORIAIi  SOCIETY. 

Mb.  E.EGD.  E.  Booker  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting  of  the  above  society,  and  the  table  was  graced 
with  a  brace  of  fine  Thames  trout  of  almost  exactly  the 
same  weight,  to  wit,  ."jlb.  8|oz.  and  51b.  4foz.  respectively 
(one  being  a  particularly  pretty  fish),  caught  by  Mr.  W.  T. 
Gomm.  The  same  gentleman,  in  one  day,  took  three 
trout  and  lost  two,  the  brace  he  exhibited  having  been 
captured  on  the  following  morning.  Mr.  W.  Edmonds 
reported  that  he  had  visited  some  private  water,  and, 
although  he  had  done  little  amongst  the  fario,  he  hooked 
and  landed  a  pike  of  71b.  12oz.  with  the  fly  on  a  fine  gut 
cast.  It  must  have  required  some  skill  to  have  creeled  a 
pike  of  this  weight  on  such  slender  tackle  as  that  indicated. 
Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell,  F.  Ward,  C.  H.  Bywaters.  R. 
Bradford,  and  others  related  their  experiences,  which 
went  to  show  that  sport  had  been  decidedly  dull.  Mr. 
Chas.  E.  Walker,  at  Horsted  Keynes,  had  taken  thirteen 
trout,  amongst  which  were  two  rainbows,  the  latter 
(returned)  not  being  in  very  good  condition  after  spawning. 
Referring  to  a  discussion  at  a  recent  meeting  in  reference 
to  his  imitation  Coriia  and  freshwater  shrimps,  Mr. 
Walker  explained  that,  in  saying  that  a  gentleman  of  his 
acquaintance  had  used  live  beetles  on  the  hook,  he  (the 
speaker)  did  not  intend  to  convey  the  idea  that  it  was  the 
practice  of  the  member  alluded  to  to  employ  them 
liabituaUy.  He  asked  to  be  allowed  to  state  this  in  order 
to  correct  any  wrong  impression  his  remarks  might  have 
created  in  the  minds  of  some.  In  reply  to  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf,  who  desired  information  as  to  whether  its 
Corixa  was  of  any  use  in  running  streams  and  fast  water. 
Mr.  C.  Walker  replied  that  the  Corixa  only  inhabited 
ponds,  lakes,  and  very  sluggish  streams,  while  the  shrimp 
was  principally  found  in  streams.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRBSHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  meeting,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  Mr. 
C.  S.  Bentley  occupied  the  chair.  Another  new  member 
was  elected.  We  regret  very  much  to  hear  of  the  death  of 
one  of  ovr  old  and  esteemed  members,  Mr.  John  Hearn,of 
Leytonstone,  who  was  greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him,  and  his  place  wLU  not  be  easy  to  fill.  Fishing 
reports  :  Mr.  J.  Tayler,  brace  of  trout,  21b.,  IJlb.,  from 
Chesham ;  Mr.  Emery,  one  and  a  half  brace  of  trout, 
IJlb.,  lib.  2oz.,  lib.  7Joz.,  also  from  Chesham;  Mr.  Limd, 
small  trout  (returned)  ;  Messrs.  Connellan,  Gilson, 
Wright,  and  Marshall,  small  trout  and  dace  (returned). 
Members  are  reminded  that  next  week.  May  24,  the  Rev. 
Father  Meyer  (our*  old  favourite)  will  read  a  paper 
entitled  "Roach  Fishing  cl  la  Mode."  Visitors  wiU  be 
welcomed.  Alex.  Weight. 


.  BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  at  the 
Cannon-street  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  May  18,  Mr.  H. 
Edwardes  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Croft  Handley  reported  fair 
fport  with  flounders  at  Southend.  Messrs.  Mathews, 
Wood,  and  Lacey  reported  sport  from  Southend,  Little- 
hampton,  and  Deal.  The  last-mentioned  reported  the 
capture  of  a  weaver  about  1ft.  long,  and  a  nurse-dog  of 
about  31b.,  by  gentlemen  fishing  ofl:  the  pier.  A  discussion 
took  place  on  agencieSj  new  stations,  &c.,  as  also  the 
question  of  bait  preservation.  The  subject  of  the  trans- 
mission of  baits  by  post  also  came  before  the  meeting. 
Mr.  Mathews  asked  if  any  member  had  tried  live  baiting 
for  cod,  and  stated  that  he  had  captured  pollack  on  a  live 
pouting.  Mr.  Gardner  strongly  recommended  as  bait  the 
octopus  or  the  squid,  and  stated  that  he  had  captured 
large  quantities  of  fish  all  round  the  Canaries  and  the 
Morocco  coast.  The  subject  of  wire  lines  was  also 
informally  discussed,  and  the  suggestion  was  made  that 
copper  wire  should  be  valuable  as  used  by  the  fishermen 
at  Madeira  on  their  hand-Uaes.  The  hon.  sec.  reported 
that  the  list  of  stations  was  being  proceeded  with,  and  that 
a  very  valuable  arrangement  was  in  hand  for  the  benefit 
of  members  at  Newhaven.  The  usual  votes  of  thanks  to 
the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Chaeles  S.  Patteeson  (Hon.  Sec). 


CAMBRIDGE  AND  ELY  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  tliis  society  was 
held  at  Cambridge  on  May  12,  Dr.  J.  W.  Cooper,  the 
president,  in  the  chair.  The  annual  report  was  read  by 
the  secretary,  from  which  we  make  the  following  extracts  : 
'  "  Your  committee,  in  presenting  their  twentieth  annual 
report,  together  with  the  accounts  duly  audited,  are 
pleased  to  announce  that  during  the  past  year  the  society 
has  been  enabled  to  discharge  all  its  liabilities,  and, 
although  the  balance  in  hand  is  small,  it  is  satisfactory 
that  the  society  enters  upon  the  twenty-first  year  of  its 
existence  free  from  debt. 

"  The  past  season  has  been  an  exceptionally  good  one 
as  far  as  sport  is  concerned.  From  the  commencement  to 
the  end  of  the  season  both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
fish  captured  has  been  far  above  the  average,  aud  those 
members  who  habitually  frequent  the  society's  waters 
have  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  the  results  of  their 
expeditions.  And  although  it  is  impossible  to  take  an 
account  of  the  number  of  the  members  who  have  availed 
themselves  of  their  privileges,  it  is  believed  that,  owing  to 
the  mild  weather  which  has  prevailed  and  the  favourable 
conditions  for  suooessfal  angling,  the  past  season  may 
fairly  be  designated  a  record  one. 

"  The  effects  of  strictly  preserving  the  society's  waters 
are  now  apparent,  and  never  since  the  formation  of  the 
society  has  there  been  so  good  a  stock  of  fish,  nor  better 
prospects  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  fact  that  there  has 
not  been  a  single  prosecution  during  the  past  year  is  not 


due  to  want  of  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  keepers,  but  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  generally  known  that  the  penalties 
inflicted  when  detection  takes  place  are  very  severe,  and 
those  who  were  at  one  period  a  source  of  trouble,  have 
either  died  or  left  the  neighbourhood,  and  happily  there 
appears  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  others  to  come  into 
contact  with  the  law.  But,  notwithstanding  the  satis- 
factory state  of  affairs,  every  means  will  be  taken  to 
prevent  illegal  practices. 

"  Your  committee  desire  to  impress  upon  the  members 
the  desirability  of  increasing  the  number  of  members,  and 
so  place  the  society  on  a  stronger  financial  basis.  The 
expenditure  is  kept  to  the  lowest,  and  certainly  cannot  be 
cvirtailed  if  the  objects  of  the  society  are  to  be  efiioiently 
carried  out,  and  your  committee  hope  that  every  member 
will  do  his  best  to  secure  additions  to  the  list  of 
subscribers,  so  that  next  year,  when  the  society  comes  of 
age,  it  may  be  reported  as  showing  signs  of  a  vigorous 
manhood  and  a  long  and  prosperous  life. 

"  Your  committee  think  it  very  desirable  to  increase  the 
extent  of  the  fishery  at  Littleport,  and  they  have  under 
consideration  negotiations  which,  if  successful,  will  have  a 
most  appreciable  effect  in  attracting  persons  to  join  the 
society. 

"  The  number  of  honorary  members,  that  is  persons  not 
resident  within  the  limits  of  the  county  of  Cambridge  and 
the  Isle  of  Ely,  has  increased  during  the  past  year.  All 
of  them  have  expressed  their  great  satisfaction  at  the 
sport  afforded  them,  and  are  loud  in  their  praises  of  what 
they  term  the  best  roach  river  in  England.  Your  com- 
mittee have  decided  that  for  such  members  the  subscrip- 
tion will  lie  lOs.  a  year.  There  is  reason  to  think  that 
their  number  will  be  increased,  but  care  wiU  be  taken  to 
limit  their  admission  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  object 
of  the  society,  which  is  primarily  to  keep  up  sport  for 
residents  in  the  locality." 

The  financial  statement  showed  that  the  total  receipts, 
including  2s.  8d.  balance  in  hand  last  year,  were 
£83  9s.  lid.,  and  that  the  year  closed  with  an  actual 
balance  of  £5  Os.  gjd. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report 
and  balance-sheet,  thought  they  might  congratulate  them- 
selves upon  having  passed  a  successful  year ;  certainly 
they  had  increased  their  balance  from  a  few  shillings  to  a. 
sufficiency  to  carry  on  the  expenses  of  the  society  until 
the  subscriptions  for  the  coming  year  were  paid. 
(Applause.)  At  the  same  time  he  hoped  that  next  year 
the  finances  would  be  in  a  still  more  satisfactory  position. 
There  were  several  causes  which  led  to  a  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  members.  Their  subscriptions  had  been 
increased,  and  probably  some  subscribers  who  used  to 
pay  2s.  6d.,  and  never  used  the  society's  waters,  had  fallen 
off ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  reduce  the  subscriptions ;  in  fact,  he  thought  they 
would  be  justified  in  still  further  increasing  the  minimum. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  this  society  was  the  only  one 
in  this  district  which  provided  fishing  which  was  actually 
preserved,  and  always  provided  attractive  sport.  If  the 
society  were  conducted  on  commercial  lines,  undoubtedly 
the  membership  might  be  increased,  but  the  primary 
object  of  the  society  was  to  provide  sport  for  residents, 
and  although  London  anglers  were  admitted  as  honorary 
members  the  number  was  carefully  limited. _  They  had 
had  an  uneventful  year,  but  at  the  same  time  a  most 
prosperous  year  so  far  as  sport  was  concerned.  Dr. 
Cooper  expressed  a  hope  that  all  members  would 
endeavour  to  add  to  the  number  of  subscribers,  and  that 
the  arrangements  made  for  a  new  secretary  at  Ely  would 
lead  to  an  increased  interest  being  taken  in  the  society  in 
that  place.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  HuTT  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Gray  then  proposed  the  re-election  of  Dr. 
Cooper  as  president,  bearing  testimony  to  the  great 
interest  he  took  in  the  management  of  the  society. 
(Applause). 

Mr.  Dempstee  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried, 
and  Dr.  Cooper  acknowledged  the  compliment. 

Mr.  Harold  Archer  (of  Ely)  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Luddington 
(of  Littleport)  were  elected  vice-presidents.  Mr.  P.  W. 
Gray  (of  St.  Andrew's-street,  Cambridge)  was  re-elected 
secretary.  The  committee  was  re-appointed,  Mr.  Sumpter 
and  Mr.  G.  W.  Perkins  being  added. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  society,  wh:ch  is  confined  to 
persons  residing  in  the  county  of  Cambridge  or  within 
fifteen  miles,  possesses  about  six  miles  of  fishery,  extending 
from  the  Overfall  Mill  close  to  the  city  of  Ely  to  Littleport, 
and  about  a  mile  up  the  river  Lark,  which  flows  into  the 
South  Level  Cut,  about  three  miles  from  Ely,  all  of 
which  is  strictly  preserved  at  considerable  cost.  A  limited 
number  of  anglers  residing  beyond  the  limits  are,  how- 
ever, permitted  to  join  on  payment  of  an  annual  subscrip- 
tion of  10s.  Last  year  a  considerable  number  joined  from 
London,  and  their  tickets  will  be  renewed  on  application 
to  Mr.  Gray,  the  secretary^  accompanied  by  a  remittance. 
Others  who  may  wish  to  jom  as  honorary  members  should 
communicate  at  once  with  Mr.  Gray,  as  not  more  than  a 
hundred  would  be  admitted,  including  those  who  were 
honorary  members  last  season,  whose  applications  for 
renewal  would  have  piiority.  There  is  an  excellent 
service  of  trains  to  Littleport  from  London,  the  journey 
occupying  about  two  hours.  Boats  are  provided  at  a 
reasonable  sum — Is.  each  a  day.  It  may  also  be  men- 
tioned that  fishing  for  roach  is  allowed  until  April  30  each 
year, 


WESTMEATH  LAKES,  &o.,  FISH  PRESER- 
VATION SOCIETY. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at 
the  GreviOe  Arms  Hotel  on  the  12th  inst.  In  the  absence 
of  Col.  Smyth,  D.L.,  chairman.  Major  Grant  proposed, 
and  Mr.  W.  E.  Wilson  seconded  that  Mr.  H.  M,  Tuite, 


J.P.,  do  take  the  chair.  The  members  present  were; 
G.  A.  R.  Wade,  Meredith  Johnston,  W.  E.  Wilson,  Wm. 
Murray.  H.  W.  Lloyd,  M.  F.  Barnes,  T.  C.  Foster,  Thos. 
M'Cutcl  ai,  Jeremiah  Gibson,  Esqrs.,  and  Major  Grant 
and  W.  J.  Thomas,  hon.  sees. 

After  the  minutes  of  previous  meeting  being  read  and 
confirmed,  the  assistant  secretary  presented  his  thirteenth 
annual  report.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wade,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Barnes,  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  waa  : 
accorded  to  Mr.  Thomas  for  his  exertions  on  behalf  of  the 
society. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed  as  to  the  advisability 
of  introducing  Salmo  irideus  (rainbow  trout)  into  the 
Westmeath  lakes.  These  trout  do  not  spawn  at  same 
time  as  Farios,  the  ordinary  lake  trout,  nor  do  they  inter- 
breed, but  they  are  a  much  more  free  rising  fish  than  the 
latter,  and  are  said  to  thrive  well  in  Irish  watei  s.  Several 
of  the  members  prasent  were  desirous  of  trying  the  ex- 
periment, but  the  assistant-secretary  and  others  objected  _ 
to  any  of  the  present  funds  being  used  for  the  purpose, 
and  suggested  the  raising  of  a  special  subscription  for  a 
supply  if  considered  desirable.  Inquiries  were  directed  to 
be  made  with  reference  to  the  wisdom  of  having  a  number 
of  these  trout  turned  into  the  lakes. 

The  election  of  chairman  and  officers  was  next  nro- 
ceeded  with,  and  Major  Grant  proposed,  and  Mr.  Wade  • 
seconded,  that  Col.  James  Smyth,  D.L.,  of  Gaybrook,  ba 
re-elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing  twelve^months,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted.  p       _  || 

On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wade,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Lloyd,  Mr.  Henry  M.  Tuite  was  elected  vice-chairman. 

Major  Grant  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas  were  re-elected 
hon.  sec.  and  assistant  hon.  sec.  and  treasurer  respectively, 
and  Mr.  E.  E.  Mason  solicitor  to  the  society. 

The  following  were  appointed  a  committee  for  carrying 
on  the  working  of  the  association :  The  Riparian  Pro- 
prietors, Major-Gen.  Devenish-Meares,  D.L.,  H.  W. 
Lloyd,  Esq.,  B.L.,  Major  Fetherston- Whitney,  Rev.  G.  it. 
Purdon,  Thos.  M'Cutchan,  Esq.,  J.P.,  M.  F.  Earned, 
Esq.,  Wm.  Murray,  Esq.,  Edward  J.  Hope,  Esq., 
Jeremiah  Gibson,  Esq.,  John  Holt,  Esq.,  John  R, 
Patchell,  B.L.,  Major  French,  William  Meares,  Esq., 
Meredith  Johnston,  Esq.,  J.P.,  W.  E.  Wilson,  Esq.,  J.P.^ 
T.  C.  Foster,  Esq.,  Sir  Wm.  Levinge,  Bart.  ' 

  T.  J.  W.  ' 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Malt  Distillers'  Association  for  the 
North  of  Scotland,  held  at  Elgin  on  Friday  last,  it  was 
agreed  to  offer  a  prize  of  £2000  for  the  best  method  of 
dealing  with  distilleiy  refuse  so  as  to  prevent  pollution. 


The  favourite  salmon  fly  of  the  moment  on  the  Dee  is  a 
new  pattern,  named  the  "  Selsall."  It  was  introduced  by 
Mr.  fl.  Barclay  on  the  Cambus  O'May  water)  and  has 
taken  on  like  wild  fire.  It  is  not  unlike  the  Common 
Tricolour.   


Sir  William  C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  and  guests  creeled  IZO 
salmon  on  the  Glentana  waters  last  week,  ranging  from 
61b.  to  221b.  Sir  WilUam  had  seven  to  his  own  rod  one 
day.  On  the  adjoining  sections  the  same  bright  sport  is  also 
being  got.  The  pools  are  literally  teeming  with  fish.  Two 
gentlemen,  standing  back  to  back  at  the  waterside  pool, 
counted  twenty-eight  rising  fish  in  one  minute. 


The  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  as  yet  was  a  beauty  of 
281b.,  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Farlie's  gillie,  on  tha 
Cairnton  section  of  the  Dee.  Dr.  Jameson  had  a  25- 
pounder  on  the  Glentana  section  during  his  stay;  and 
several  of  221b.  and  thereabout  have  been  got  all  up  and 
down.  ^^^^ 


Mr.  William  Milne,  the  famous  Aberdeen  fly  tier,  is 
about  to  change  his  premises  from  Back-Wynd  to  3, 
Trinity-street,  at  the  ensuing  term. 

My  Don  correspondent  informs  me  that  some  rare 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  made  this  season  on  the  much 
fished  waters  of  the  Burgh  of  Kintore  and  the  reaches 
above.   


Sea  trout  angling  is  always  more  or  less  in  demand,  and 
inquiries  are  being  constantly  made  as  to  the  best  quarters 
to  go  to,  especially  at  this  season  of  the  year,  when  the 
summer  tourist  angler  begins  to  move.  For  the  nonce,^ 
the  estuary  fishings  are  all  more  or  less  suspended  on 
account  of  the  smolt  migration ;  but  this  will  soon  be  over, 
and  then  the  waters  will  be  free -again. 

The  Ythan  and  the  Findhorn  are  two  of  the  safest 
quarters  to  go  to  for  finnock  and  sea  trout  fishing  in  the 
north  within  comparatively  easy  distance  of  the  great 
centres  of  civilisation.  Of  course  the  Sutherlandshire 
lochs,  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  and_  the  north  and  north- 
west of  Scotland  in  general  all  yield  excellent  sea  trout 
angling,  but  are  somewhat  out  of  the  way,  and  somewhat 
uncertain  unless  a  good  head  of  fish  be  on  the  coast. 

Tacksmen  have  been  complaining  as  to  the  loss  they  will 
suffer  from  the  late  appearance  of  grilse.  But  the  loss  is 
more  apparent  than  real.  Instead  of  a  run  of  very  imall 
fish,  IJlb  and  21b.,  they  will  soon  have  fish  of  41b.  and  51b. 
each.  ___ 

Two  hrmdred  grilse,  scaling  2 Jib.,  at  Is.  per  lb.=£15;. 
but  200  grilse,  scaling  51b.  each,  at  9d.  the  lb.,  say,  brings 
£37  10s.,  or  more  than  a  100  per  cent,  of  money  value  in 
return  for  the  delay. 
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The  Laggie  is  the  fly  most  in  demand  just  now  on  the 
Dee,  dressed  on  No.  0  double  irons.  The  Silver  and  Blue, 
Silver  Doctor,  and  Jock  Scott  come  next. 


Mr.  R.  Stewart  and  Sod,  Forres,  will  give  aU  informa- 
tion to  anyone  looking  towards  the  Findhorn  for  sea  trout 
angling  ;  and  Mr.  Hugh  McDonald,  Ellon  Castle,  or 
Mr.  Ritchie,  Udny  Arms,  Newburgh,  to  any  caring  to  try 
the  Ythan.  There  is  one  of  the  finest  golf  courses  (nine 
boles)  in  the  country  at  Newburgh. 


On  the  Wester  Elchies  Spey  water  Dr.  Cowie  had  a  fiue 
fish  of  201b.  one  day  last  week ;  and  Mr.  Grant,  on  the 
same  reach,  one  of  231b.  Angling  is  steadily  improving. 
"  Yet  there  is  room."   


The  general  committee  in  charge  of  the  Abemech  Inter- 
national Fisheries'  Exhibition  met  in  the  Town  House, 
under  the  presidency  of  Lord  Provost  Mearns,  when  com- 
mittees for  carrying  on  the  exhibition  were  appointed, 
and  a  long  list  of  honorary  presidents  submitted,  including 
all  the  leading  Scotch  peers  and  the  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men in  the  north.  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  heads  the  list 
as  patroness.   

The  site  of  the  exhibition  was  finally  fixed  where  it  has 
already  been  indicated. '  His  lordship  was  warmly  con- 
gratulated on  the  successful  and  enthusiastic  start  he  had 
made  in  such  a  short  space  of  time.     Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  majority  of  the  Birmingham  clubs  are  very  busy  at 
present  in  making  new  members  ;  in  fact,  near  upon  500 
new  members  have  joined  the  clubs  affiliated  with  the 
Birmingham  Association  this  year.  The  clubs  that  have 
made  the  most  progress  numerically  are  the  Highgate, 
Bird-in-Hand,  Severn-street,  Birmingham  Heath,  St. 
Stephen's,  Hearts  of  Oak,  West  End,  Handsworth,  Gcoi 
Intent,  Albion,  Greet,  Bellbarn,  South  Birmingham, 
Vine  Unity,  and  Angler's  Pride.  In  some  instances  some 
of  the  clubs  have  about  doubled  their  number  of  members, 
and  look  forward  to  making  more  members  as  the  season 
advances.  We  have  some  half  dozen  clubs  that  have  over 
150  fully  paid  up  members.  The  Rose  and  Crown  Club 
also  has  made  a  few  members  this  year,  which  brings  their 
number  up  to  290  members.  Our  other  clubs  stiU  remain 
about  the  same  ;  but  all  of  them,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  are 
in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  We  have  seventy-two  clubs 
connected  with  the  association,  and  out  of  this  number  we 
only  have  three  with  about  thirty  members  on  their  books. 
We  are  also  having  fresh  applications  for  affiliation 
every  week.  Two  new  clubs  have  since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  committee  of  management  applied  for  affiliation. 
One  is  being  formed  at  the  Lion  and  Lamb,  Latimer- 
street,  and  the  other  at  the  Brewers'  Arms  Inn,  Thomas- 
street,  Sparkbrook.  Both  these  clubs  are  in  close 
proximity  to  other  already  affiliated  clubs,  which  will, 
perhaps,  oppose  their  acceptance.  Then,  no  doubt,  the 
members  wiU  join  some  of  the  clubs  already  affiliated. 
The  Rose  and  Crown  Club  are  making  every  preparation 
for  their  contest,  which  is  fi:xed  to  take  place  at  Tewkes- 
bury on  June  19  next.  Membars  wishing  to  compete  must 
give  in  their  names  and  pay  their  entrance  fees  on  J une  7 
next.  The  host  of  the  clubhouse  has  given  about  £15 
worth  of  prizes  to  be  competed  for,  and  this,  together  with 
the  entrance  fees,  will  provide  a  nice  lot  of  prizes.  A  special 
train  will  be  run  to  Tewkesbury  on  the  date  mentioned , 
when  single  fare  for  the  double  journey  will  be  charged. 
In  my  notes  last  week  I  mentioned  that  the  trout  at 
Hampton  Lode  had  not  been  on  the  feed  very  much  lately, 
but  that  sport  would  be  better  in  the  future.  This  has 
turned  out  correct,  as  last  week  some  very  decent  fish 
were  taken,  the  largest  being  a  fish  of  lib.  6oz.  This  was 
taken  by  Mr.  A.  Randall,  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  club.  A 
few  brace  of  smaller  fish  were  also  taken.  On  behaK  of 
the  widow  of  our  late  treasurer,  Mr.  A._  G.  Hall, 
I  beg  to  thank  the  secretaries  of  the  societies  con- 
nected with  the  Provincial  and  Birmingham  Associations 
for  the  marked  manner, in  which  they  have  expressed 
their  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Hall  in  her  bereavement. 
Two  brothers,  named  Clarke,  and  a  companion,  named 
Stnbbs,  were  carried  in  a  boat  over  Lincomb  Weir  on 
Monday  last,  the  result  being  that  the  two  brothers  lost 
thair  lives  and  Stubbs  only  just  escaped  death.  It  appears 
that  they  disregarded  the  danger  boards  placed  on  the 
river  bank,  and  also  the  danger  they  were  exposing  them- 
selves to,  and  so  paid  the  penalty  of  their  recklessness 
with  their  lives.  The  Aston  Tavern  Society  have  made  an 
application  to  the  Birmingham  Asseciation  to  remove 
their  society  again.  They  wish  now  to  remove  to  the 
Queen's  Hotel,  Queen  s-road,  Aston.  I  hope  the  club 
will  be  more  successful  here  than  they  have  been  at  their 
other  clubhouses. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE, 
Angling  in  Derbyshire  streams  during  the  past  week 
has  had  many  checks  from  the  weather  undergoing 
frequent  changes.  A  warm  sunny  day,  rejoicing  the  heart 
of  the  angler,  has  been  quickly  followed  by  dull,  cheerless 
hours,  with  strong  cold  winds  and  frosty  nights  and 
mornings,  and  only  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  when  the 
sun  has  warmed  the  atmosphere  and  shed  its  gleams  on 
the  waters,  have  the  fish  risen  at  all  freely.  The  week's 
angling,  in  consequence  of  this  condition  of  things,  has 
not  been  veiy  good.  Few  natural  flies  have  been  out, 
and  artificial  fly  fishing  on  several  days  has  been  but 
itfdifferent.  Bottom  fishermen  and  trollers  have  in  places 
done  moderately  well,  and  some  decent  lots  of  fish  have 
been  kiUed  with  the  natural  minnow  where  permitted. 


Notwithstanding  the  unpleasantly  cold  winds  there  have 
been  numerous  visitors  to  the  various  streams,  some  of 
whom  have  met  with  sport  that  satisfied  them,  but  really 
good  baskets  have  been  rare.  Most  of  the  lengths  of  the 
Dove  have  been  fairly  well  patronised,  but  only  small 
creels,  as  a  rule,  have  been  made.  The  Dove  Dale  waters 
have  yielded  a  few  nice  lots  of  fish  to  skilful  anglers ;  and 
some  tolerably  decent  catches  have  been  made  on  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  river,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Load  Mill,  Berresford  Dale,  and  Hartington.  There 
have  been  few  anglers  out  on  the  Manifold,  and 
with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  tolerably  good 
creels,  but  little  has  been  done  on  any  part  of 
that  romantic  stream ;  and  the  other  tributaries  of 
the  Dove  have  only  yielded  moderate  sport.  The  Wye 
between  BakeweU  and  Rowsley  has  had  nearly  an  average 
number  of  visitors,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken, 
bat  the  sport  generally  has  been  only  moderate.  On  the 
private  waters  of  Monsal  Dale  there  has  been  somewhat 
better  success  achieved,  and  a  few  creels  up  to  six  and 
seven  brace  have  been  made  there.  On  the  higher  lengths, 
saving  several  small  baskets,  nothing  worth  speaking  of 
has  been  accomplished.  On  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Derwent  some  moderately  fair  sport  has  been  had. 
Several  brace  have  been  killed  between  the  village  of 
Derwent  and  Yorkshire  Bridge,  and  a  few  fish  have  been 
taken  from  the  neighbouring  tributary,  the  Ashop,  but 
anglers  have  not  been  numerous  there  during  the 
week.  Lower  down,  on  the  Bamford  lengths,  there  have 
been,  on  fairly  favourable  days,  some  decent  lots  of  fish 
killed,  and  moderately  good  sport  has  been  afforded  on  the 
Hathersage  Association  waters,  where  some  good  sized 
fish  have  been  taken.  Anglers  have  not  been  particularly 
numerous  on  the  Baslow  and  Chatsworth  lengths,  where  a 
few  good  baskets  have  been  made,  but  nothing  very  great 
accomplished.  A  few  small  creels  of  rather  small  fish 
have  been  made  on  the  Darley  Dale  lengths  both  by  fly 
and  bottom  fishing,  and  several  brace  of  good  sized  fish 
have  been  taken  in  the  Matlock  Bridge  and  Matlock  Bath 
waters.  Lower  down,  on  the  Cromford,  Lee,  Hurst, 
Watstonwell,  and  Ambergate  lengths,  the  angling  has 
been  but  indifferently  good  as  a  rule,  but  some  nice  fish 
have  been  killed  there.  Warmer  weather  is  needed  for 
artificial  fly  fishing.    The  waters  are  in  capital  condition. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  has  been  very 
good  for  the  past  week,  the  top  stretches  of  the  river 
being  in  first-class  condition  either  for  fly  or  minnow 
fishing ;  and  in  the  tidal  portion  below  Beverley  a  nice 
trout  of  S^lb.  was  repotted  on  Monday,  likewise  a  pike  of 
about  71b.,  from  Figham.  Ledger  fishing  for  flounders  has 
been  practised  with  splendid  success,  both  at  Weel, 
Figham,  and  Wawne.  The  Stoneferry  A.S.  fished  their 
first  match  on  the  7th  inst.,  at  Wawneferry,  Messrs.  W.  J. 
Cox,  J.  Horseman,  and  H.  Botterall  being  the  first  three 
prize  winners;  and  the  Central  Hull  A.S.,  at  Hull 
Bridge,  Messrs.  S.  Marling,  Fred.  Phillipson,  and  J. 
Ellis  being  awarded  the  first  three  prizes ;  but  the  event 
of  the  past  week  was  the  open  angfing  match,  promoted 
by  the  Victoria  A.S.,  which  took  pace  on  May  14, 
was  a  great  success.  Mr.  W.  J.  Cox,  of  the  Stoneferry 
A.S.,  was  declared  the  winner  of  first  prize  with 
lib,  lOjOz. ;  Mr.  J.  Carter,  second,  with  lib.  5ioz. ;  Mr. 
F.  Dixon,  third,  with  lib.  3Joz.;  and  Mr.  H.  Sharp, 
fourth,  with  lib.  2foz.  The  Izaak  Walton  A.S.  fished 
their  second  match  of  the  season  on  the  Burstwick  Drain 
at  Hedon,  Messrs.  J.  Sumpton,  C.  Harrop,  and  C.  H. 
Haldenby  being  declared  the  first  three  winners.  At  the 
last  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  it  was  decided  to  place  1000  sizeable  flounders 
in  the  Burstwick  Drain,  and  the  re-stocking  of  other 
drains  and  the  river  Hull  with  various  kinds  of  coarse 
fish  was  also  taken  into  consideration.  The  next  council 
meeting  will  be  held  at  headquarters  on  June  1.  The 
Waterloo  A.S.  held  their  first  match  at  Barrow  Haven, 
Mr.  F.  R.  Stewart  taking  the  first  prize ;  whilst  the 
Sheffield  Arms  A.S.  will  fish  their  first  match  on  the  river 
at  Hull  Bridge  on  May  28  ;  and  on  the  30th  the  River 
HuU  A.S.  and  the  Stoneferry  Starr  A.S.  will  each  fish 
their  second  match  of  the  season  on  the  river,  the  former 
on  Minto  Piatt  >,  and  the  latter  club  at  Figham. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

On  two  or  three  nights  during  the  past  week  the 
thermometer  has  fallen  below  freezing  point,  and  the 
weather  has  been  cold  and  boisterous  on  the  whole,  with  a 
fair  admixture  of  rain  ;  rivers  continue  to  be  in  good 
condition,  and  a  fair  amount  of  angling  is  being  indulged 
in.  Many  are  wisely  turning  their  attention  to  some  of 
the  more  remote  lakes,  with  satisfactory  results.  On 
Ennerdale  lake  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson  had  fourteen  nice  trout ; 
Messrs.  Stewart  and  Rankin,  nine  each;  Mr.  Seymour- 
Browne,  twenty-four,  and  two  char ;  Messrs.  Halifax,  ■ 
twenty-five  ;  many  of  the  foregoing  running  from  lib.  to 
nearly  31b.  each.  Anglers  in  the  Keswick  waters  have 
also  enjoyed  good  sport,  amongst  the  successful  ones  being 
Mr.  Hill,  of  Liverpool ;  Mr.  J.  Cowperthwaite,  Mr. 
Denwood,  Mr.  T.  Mayson  (who  had  a  fine  fish  of  4Jlb.), 
Mr.  Pinkney  (twenty-four),  Mr.  D.  Melvin  (eleven),  Mr. 
Vinnard  (including  one  of  2Jlb.),  Messrs.  Coward,  Kelly, 
Hodgson,  Newton,  Hudspith,  and  others.  There  has  also 
been  a  fair  turn-out  of  rods  on  the  Kent,  Lune,  Eden,  &c., 
and  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  last-named  river  baskets  of 
twenty  to  thirty  nice  fish  have  been  far  from  uncommon, 
Messrs.  G.  Heelis,  Leach,  Howe,  Whitehead,  E.  A. 
Heelis,  Ellwood,  Bragg,  Wybergh,  Gibson,  and  other 
anglers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Appleby  having  all  done 
well. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Apart  from  the  weather  report,  which  is  anything  but 
satisfactory,  and  grievously  aggravating,  the  most  impor- 
tant news  to  hand  is  the  printed  report  of  the  delegate 


meetiTig  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  AsHOciation,  held 
at  the  Jolly  Carters'  Hotel,  Openshaw,  Mr.  Walter  Ash- 
worth,  the  president,  in  the  chair.  Some  twenty-eiglit 
societies,  ancient  and  modern,  were  represented,  and  the 
business  was  very  important  and  interesting,  and  was 
dealt  with  by  a  splendid  muster  of  delegates.  Routine 
business,  such  as  general  minutes,  minutes  of  committee 
meetings,  naturally  occupied  a  lot  of  time,  especially  by 
the  discussion  of  business  arising  ex-same.  The  corre- 
spondence was  approved,  and  Mr.  Chadwick  got  it  passed ; 
but  unfortunately  a  lot  cf  time  was  wasted  by  a  paltry 
opposition  to  the  passing  of  a  code  of  rules,  to  which  Mr. 
Chadwick  objected  becoming  immediate  law.  The  voting, 
twenty-two  to  one,  clearly  proved  the  delegates  to  be  proof 
against  any  red-herring  attempt  to  stay  their  policy  of  pro- 
gress. There  was  a  very  pleasing  item  on  the  agenda,  viz., 
the  presentation  to  Mr.  Abbott  of  a  fishing  tackle  outfit,  in 
acknowledgment  of  past  services.  Mr.  W.  Ashworth  did 
the  necessary  in  the  matter  of  eulogy,  and  Mr.  Abbott 
suitably  responded,  and  assured  the  meeting  of  his  con- 
tinued and  perpetual  loyalty.  An  attempt  was  made  to 
pass  a  resolution  ordering  future  delegate  meetings  to  be 
held  in  Manchester,  but  it  failed  to  carry,  so  they  will  be 
as  usual  of  a  moveable  character.  There  is  to  be  a  special 
meeting  on  Aug.  10,  for  special  business  of  importance. 
Notices  of  motion  were  given  to  impose  an  entrance  fee 
next  year  on  new  clubs,  to  increase  the  number  of  delegate 
meetings,  and  to  hold  all  the  meetings  on  Thursdays. 
.  The  next  meeting  wiU  be  at  the  Marlborough  Hotel, 
Hulme.  The  meeting  was  closed  in  peaca  and  harmony, 
after  cordially  thanking  the  host  for  his  hospitality.  By 
the  time  these  notes  are  in  print  we  shall  be  within 
measurable  distance  of  Whitsuntide,  when  the  bulk  of  our 
men  will  be  off  to  every  available  resort  in  search  of  sport. 
So  far  Wales  appears  the  most  popular. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Anglers  are  anxiously  waiting  for  a  period  of  warm 
weather  before  commencing  operations  with  the  fly.  The 
cold  north  and  north-east  winds  have  militated  very  much 
against  this  class  of  spjrt;  in  fact,  insect  life  is  so  back- 
ward that  many  fly  fishermen  have  not  yet  made  a  start. 
Bottom  fishing  with  the  worm  and  another  method — that 
of  swimming  the  maggot — have  been  attended  with  a 
measure  of  success.  "The  Barlings  river  and  the  streams 
in  the  Sleaford  district  have  each  been  tried  ;  but  patrons 
speak  of  the  cold  weather  as  being  detrimental  to  sport. 
This  is  the  only  discouraging  feature  about  the  prospects, 
and  the  setting  in  at  any  moment  of  hot  weather  would  be 
the  signal  for  an  all-round  improvement.  The  opening  of 
the  coarse  fishing  is  approaching,  and  the  reports  to 
hand  from  the  Pen  drains  show  that  the  prospects  are 
very  good. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

All  interest  seems  to  be  centred  in  the  approaching 
Whitsuntide  holidays.  It  may  not  be  generally  known, 
but  nevertheless  it  is  a  fact,  that  practically  we  go  mad  in 
this  city  for  about  ten  days,  so  it  is  no  wonder  that 
sensible  fishermen  go  out  of  the  turmoil.  Coarse  fishing 
will  be  a  bit  off,  but  one  or  two  tovras — Bolton  for  one — 
ignore  the  close  time  as  appointed  by  law,  and  fish  their 
annual  match  for  money  prizes  always  during  Whit  week 
of  each  year.  They  are  due  in  the  Lancaster  Canal, 
which  is  opened  specially  for  this  match,  in  connection 
with  which  is  a  great  trip  for  anglers'  families  and  friends, 
and  is  a  big  thing.  Some  of  our  local  waters — the 
Bridgewater  Canal  for  one — will  be  opened  for  individual 
fishing,  but  very  few  wiU  put  in  an  appearance,  the  majority 
going  away  to  distant  places,  leaving  all  local  waters 
for  week-end  and  evening  sport  later  on  in  the  season. 
Mr.  S.  Brooks  is  credited  with  good  baskets  in  the  Long- 
denden  Valley.  Since  the  season  commenced  he  has 
taken  over  sixty  brace  of  trout,  from  8oz.  to  16oz.,  a  very 
good  record  for  such  a  difficult  water.  The  Welcomb 
Angling  Society  on  Monday  last  decided  to  fish  their  first 
match  at  Christleton,  once  a  favourite  resort  ;  we  shall 
await  the  results  with  interest.  The  Hulme  Crown  are 
noted  for  a  very  important  meeting  on  the  23rd.  Several 
club  meetings  will  be  interfered  with  by  'Whitsun  week. 
There  are  several  clubs  of  which  very  Httle  is  now 
heard,  and  yet  they  flourish  ;  but  their  friends  would  like 
to  hear  from  them  ;  their  influence  has  been  felt  in  the 
past  for  good.  In  several  waters  near  to  Manchester 
there  is  evidence  of  the  May  Fly  ;  occasional  ones  have 
been  seen,  and  one  day  there  was  a  fair  hatch.  Certain 
announcements  in  anghng  news  of  likely  proceedings  for 
selling  in  close  time  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  our  fish- 
mongers as  regards  coarse  fish,  but  they  still  sell  baby 
trout  Bin.  long. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  again  been  cold  and  unsettled,  and  at 
the  period  of  writing  the  Trent  was  rising  steadily.  Heavy 
rains  fell  on  Tuesday,  and  the  effect  was  apparent  in  the 
river  on  the  following  afternoon.  A  few  enthusiastic  eel 
fishers  have  visited  the  Rolleston  waters,  but  they  failed 
to  enjoy_  much  sport.  There  must,  however,  after  the 
recent  rises,  be  an  abundance  of  migratory  eels  in  the 
river.  Night-lining  has  been  rather  extensively  practised 
between  WUford  Bridge  and  Chfcon  Lane  end,  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Trent,  and  the  evil  of  the  practise  is 
that  all  fish  which  come  to  the  hook  are  generally  retained. 
The  fishery  board  ought  to  interfere  ;  their  bailiff  would 
experience  little  difficulty  in  establishing  any  number  of 
cases.  Salmon  are  reported  as  "pitching"  at  Shardlow 
and  King's  Mills,  and  fresh-run  fish  have  by  this  time 
worked  up  to  Forewaik  and  Willington.  No  one  seems 
disposed  to  give  them  a  trial.  Trouting  on  the  tributaries 
has  been  poor,  in  consequence,  chiefly,  of  the  disturbed 
condition  of  the  elements.  A  few  brace  have  been  t^ken 
with  bottom  baits  on  the  Dover  Beck,  and  on  ceitain 
sections  of  the  Greet.  It  is  proposed.  I  understard,  to 
raise  the  subscription  in  the  Wellington  Society. 
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For  Wind  and  Weather, 
Storm  and  Thorn, 

Nothing  Beats 


3' 


K.  L.  WED6100D,  Esq., 
The  Upper  House,  Barlaston,  Stoke-on-Trent, 

writes,  April  11,  1898  : 

"  Have  been  fishing  all  day  in  the  rain,  and 
was  delighted  to  find  how  well  the  cloth  threw 
off  the  water,  and  that  not  a  drop  came  through." 


The  Pure  Wool 
Sporting  Cloth. 

Dr.  Jaeqer's  Co.,  Ld., 

Pure  Wool  Tailors, 

42,   Conduit  Street,   New  Bond  Street,  W. 

Telesrrams:  "  HIGHMOST,  I.01TS0K."  _ 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAYS. 

TOUEIST,  FOETNiaHTLT,  and  FEIDAY  to 
TUESDAY  CHEAP  TICKETS  to  Yarmouth. 
Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Southend-on-Sea,  Claeton- 
on-Sea  Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich,  Dovercourt, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstan- 
ton are  issued  by  all  trains  from  London  (Liver- 
Tjool-street);  also  from  G.E.  Suburban  station! 
at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool-street.  These 
Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras 
(Midland  Station)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hun- 
stanton, Yarmouth.  Lowestoft,  and  Cromer. 
CHEAP  TKIPS  tw  the  SEASIDE.  &o. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  Back,  2s.  6d.,  from 
Liverpool  -  street,  Fenchurch  -  street.  Stepney, 
Bishopsgate,  Bethnal-green,  Coborn-road,  Strat- 
ford Forest  Gate,  &c. ;  and  from  all  stations  on 
the  Enfield,  Walthamatow.  Loughton,  Woolwich. 
Blackwall,  East  London,  Gospel  Oak,  and  Norih 
London  Lines. 

On  WHIT  MONDAY  Through  Fast  Trains 
will  run  at  frequent  intervals  from  Liverpool- 
street,  commencing  at  6.30  a.m.,  and  from  Fen- 
church-street  at  7.47,  8.13,  8.47,  9.20,  9.47,  10.50, 
and  11.30  a.m.  Through  Excursion  Tickets  to 
Southend-on-Sea  are  also  issued  from  Stations 
on  the  Metropolitan  and  Metropolitan  District 

^  c'lACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH  and 
Back,  4s.,  from  Liverpool-street,  on  Whit- 
Sunday,  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on  Whit-Monday  at 
8  20  a.m.,  calling  at  Stratford. 

YARMOUTH  and  CKOMEK,  5s.— On  Whit- 
Monday,  from  Liverpool-street  at  (i.3.5  a.m.  to 
Yarmouth,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Town  at  (i  &5  a.m.  to  Yarmouth  and  Cromer. 

ELY  5s.,  CAMBRIDGE  48.— On  Whit-Monday, 
from  Liverpool-street,  at  8.4.j  and  11.0  a.m.,  and 
from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  9.15  a.m. 

BEOXBOUHNE  and  EYE  HOUSE,  Is.  6d  , 
daily,  from  Liverpool  -  street,  Bethnal  Green, 
Hackney  Downs,  Stratford,  &c.  On  Whit-Monday 
Special  Trains  will  run  as  required. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.,  daily,  from  Liverpool- 
street,  Fenchurch-street,  Depttord-road,  Gospel 
Oak,  itc.  On  Whit-Monday  a  Special  Service  of 
Trains  will  run  between  Liverpool-street,  Fen- 
church-street, and  Chingford  and  Loughton ;  also 
between  Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 

WM.  BIET,  General  Manager. 

London,  May,  1898. 


BELL&PRICHARD 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  E.C. 


(Opposite  Oook'i  Tonrlat  Offloe.) 


FISHING  &  SHOOTING  OUTFITS 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLD  ON  GDNOITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL. 


A  SPECIALITY. 


ALL  GOODS  THOROUGHLY  SHRUNK. 


Norfolk  Snits,  from  JS2  50 

Tourist  and  Business  Suits,  to  meunre,  f^m  ...  2  10  0 
Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbocker  Breeches,  from    •••  n  13  6 

HIGHLY  RECOMMENDED    BY   MEDICAL  MEN. 

IMOC-MAINQ 


WBS^Truss 


"EXCEL" 
COCOA. 

ABSOLUTELT  PURS. 
Few  can  equal,  none  can  "  excel." — Fun. 
iCIO.OOO  REWARD   6d.  Packets,  Tins  2s.  per  lb. 

Delicious  Aroma,  Dletio,  Sustaining.— Vide  Analysi.3. 
CHOCOLATE  HORSESHOES  (Eegistered).  A  Superior 
Chocolate,  in  handsome  Boxes,  6d. 
OUVENIR"  Boxes,  the  Season's  Saooess,  from  6d. 
CHOCOLATE  WAFERS,  a  delicious  Chocolate,  6d.  >nd 
la.  per  box. 

COITRT  CHOCOLATE,  the  finest  eating  Chocolate,  in 
handsome  Boxes,  Is.  and  2s. 

Sold  everywhere,  or  direct  from 

COMPAGNIE  FRANCAISE, 

Pv/rveyors  to  E.R.H.  the  Princess  of  Wale>', 
LONDON  WOBKS,  BEBMONDSEY,  S.E. 


CO' 


CO 


ConRultations,  Descriptive  Circu* 
st  on  havin"     \\\      ^IBJ^         lar,  Price  List,  *c..  free. 
Wliite*s  Tru«s.         \  \        i-^      J.  WHITE&CO.,La.,Ijondon. 
ThoKebeartngovr-naii    yV^    JJjl  ".i'28,  Piccadilly  {first  floor). 

f.riimpetl  on  the  6/v  .>    Xt^^^pF  1  wo  doors  from  Hayrtia -kot. 

lever  av  alone  tjenmne.      ^^^^  Est.  50  Years.  Female -Atteiulaiif. 

Beware  of  inferior  imitations.   NOTw'd  by  the  Stores  fJrmy  ^Aavij,  Isc) 

KlIVDLT  MCNTION  THIS  MagAZINB. 


FOR  PRESERYIHG  ^..^^^^^^'^^''^ 

SCHERING'S 
FORMALIN 

The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co..  Ltd./-  "i.^^dfn^^r*"^ 


supplied  by  all 
Chemists,  or  direct  from 


TROUT!  TROUT!!  TROUT!!! 

Anglers  wishing  to  have  their  Trout 
Preserved  and  Mounted  in  first-class  style 
should  send  them  direct  to 

IF.  W.  ANSTISS, 

Specialist  in  Fisli  Preserying  and 
Mounting. 

CH-A^RG-ES  MODERATE. 

TROUT  TACKLE. 

I  BODS,     BEEI.S,     ZiIETES,  ri.IES, 
and  BAITS 

OF  THE  MOST  BELIA.BLE  QUALITY  KEPT 
IN  STOCK. 

Double  Wings,  Floating  Flies  ...  2s.  6d. 
Single  „  „  ...  2s.  Od. 
Hackle  Flies    Is.  6d 

ANY  FLIES  DRESSED  TO  PATTERN, 

Can  now  be  obtained  at 

23,  FffiST  STREET,  WETONSTREEr, 

LONDON,  S.W. 


If  you  are  Interested  in  Books 
send  2s.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  fre«  every 
week  for  3  months  of  "Thb  Poblishbrs'  Oir- 

aDLl.B  AND  BoOKSBLLBaS'  BBOOKD,"    St.  Dun- 

stui's  Honse  Fetter  Lane,  Londoa 
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FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Dnriug  the  paat  week  a  fair  amount  of  sport  has  been 
obtained  by  anglers  of  Sheffield  and  the  district.  The 
members  of  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society  have 
done  Tery  well  in  the  private  waters  of  the  Amber,  near 
Wingfield.  several  nice  fish  of  decent  size  having  been 
caught.  The  river  Sheaf  has  also  been  well  patronised, 
and,  in  fact,  it  is  almost  an  open  question  as  to  wbether 
the  stream  has  not  been  over-fished.  Several  anglers  have 
fared  very  well,  catching  fish  of  decent  size,  but  others 
have  gone  unrewarded.  Near  MiUhouses  some  very  nice 
fish  have  been  captured,  and  recently  the  society  has 
obtained  the  right  of  fishing  in  another  portion  of  the 
river,  which  includes  the  Clough  Dam.  This  has  not  been 
fished  for  some  time,  and  anglers  are  eagerly  looking 
forward  to  having  a  chance  of  catching  a  few  of  the  big 
fish  that  are  known  to  be  in  the  water.  In  the  Idle, 
near  Eetford,  very  good  sport  has  been  forthcoming, 
and,  with  maggots,  Sheffielders  have  generally  succeeded 
in  getting  some  nice  fish.  The  Chesterfield  anglers  have 
foiind  excellent  fishing  in  the  Walton  Keservoirs  near 
Bramjtou,  several  fish  of  good  size  having  been  secured. 
Reservoir  anglers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield  have 
fared  very  well  at  HoUow  Meadows,  where  the  three  large 
dams  have  furnished  plenty  of  sport  to  bottom  anglers. 
Patronisers  of  the  Derwent  and  Wye  have  had  no  cause 
for  grumbh'ng  of  late,  for  the  recent  heavy  rains  have  put 
the  rivers  in  good  fettle  for  bottom  fishing.  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Derwent  fishermen  from  Sheffield  and 
other  places  have  obtained  good  baskets  of  heavy  fish, 
maggots  and  worms  having  proved  to  be  the  best  baits. 
Near  to  Matlock  Bridge  some  very  fine  fish  have  been 
caught,  and  several  anglers  have  captured  specimens 
lipping  the  scale  at  lib.  each.  During  the  evenings 
fishing  has  steadily  improved,  and  a  large  number  of 
anglers  have  done.very  well  by  using  ants'  eggs  as  bait. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Water  in  the  rivers  in  capital  order  for  angling,  and  the 
trout  has  this  week  been  sporting  better,  although  the 
wind  has  been  so  high  that  on  several  days  fly  fishing 
was  out  of  the  question,  but  on  favourable  days  some  nice 
fish  were  taken  with  the  Blue  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  and 
Iron  Blue  ;  but  until  we  get  more  settled  weather  there 
will  be  no  big  catches.  Below  Holt  Weir,  in  the  Severn, 
nothing  has  been  done  by  club  anglers,  but  the  pot- 
hunting  fraternity  have  been  busy,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
know  that  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  has  summoned  four 
of  them  for  fishing  during  the  close  season,  and  the  cases 
will  come  on  at  the  Petty  Sessions  next  week,  I  am  in- 
formed, when  it  is  hoped  they  will  all  be  convicted.  The 
Teme  has  been  fished  from  Bransford  up  to  Sta,nford 
Bridge,  and  at  several  places  some  fine  fish  were  landed, 
worm  and  maggot  the  bait  used.  The  Malvern  Anglers 
have  had  good  sport  on  their  club  water,  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  Worcester  Anglers  on  their  club 
waters;  Messrs.  Wingfield,  Rushton,  Williams,  Hill, 
and  Thomas  had  also  fair  catches  in  private  waters. 
Salmon  fishing  stUl  bad.  There  should  be  a  run  of 
fish  in  the  river  this  month,  but  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  this  side  of  Tewkesbury  Weir.  Smolts  are  in 
abundance.  Some  very  fine  ones  have  been  hooked 
during  the  week,  and,  of  course,  returned  to  the  water. 
They  should  now  be  on  their  way  seaward.  It  is  curious 
to  note  that  after  the  great  cry  out  of  no  salmon  in  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Severn,  it  leaks  out  that  there  cer- 
tainly can  be  no  very  great  sparsity  of  fish,  when  your 
Shropshire  correspondent  informed  us  that  one  gentleman 
at  DrytoB,  up  to  April  16,  had  netted  a  dozen  good  fish, 
and  up  to  231b.  weight ;  and  higher  up  the  river  two  or 
three  local  owners  had  taken  out  licences  for  nets,  and 
caught  some  thirty  fish  up  to  that  date.  And  this  week 
we  are  told  of  one  gentleman,  fishing  the  upper  reaches, 
who  caught  five  very  good  fish  in  splendid  condition — not 
a  bad  take  for  one  rod,  in  water  said  to  contain  no  fish. 
There  is  no  sport  equal  to  thit  to  be  had  in  the  Wor- 
cestershire portion  of  the  river.  Oar  clubs  are  fast  com- 
pleting their  arrangements  for  their  first  competitions,  to 
take  place,  at  various  places,  when  the  close  season  ends. 
Most  of  them  are  increasing  their  membership,  and  each 
club  appears  to  have  a  goodly  array  of  prizes  to  fish  for 
during  the  coming  season.  A  newly  formed  club,  caUed 
the  Northwick  Angling  Club,  held  a  meeting  at  their 
headquarters,  the  Northwick  Arms,  last  evening,  having 
invited  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  (the  vice-president)  and  Mr.  R. 
Wingfield  (the  secretary  of  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Association)  to  attend,  and  explain  to  them  the 
steps  to  be  taken  to  enable  them  to  become  affiliated  with 
the  District  Association  and  the  Provincial  Angling  Asso- 
ciation. Mr.  R.  Wingfield  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and, 
after  the  minutes  of  last  meeting,  &c.,  had  been  read, 
explained  matters  fully  to  them  ;  and,  having  examined 
their  book  of  rules,  and  pointed  out  some  necessary 
alterations,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  call  a  special 
meeting  of  the  members  to  decide  the  matter.  Mr.  Higgs 
also  addressed  the  meeting,  to  whom,  with  Mr.  Wingfield, 
a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

What  anglers  were  wishiag  for  a  week  ago — a  more 
genial  temperature  and  gentler  winds — have  been  only 
partly  realised.  Changeable  weather  and  a  cold  atmo- 
sphere at  all  times,  except  during  mid-day  hours,  have 
prevented  many  anglers  venturing  far  from  home.  A  day 
or  two  wet  and  a  few  days  fair  have  presented  Hobson's 
choice  in  its  least  pleasing  features.  Fishermen,  who 
between  times  in  the  see-saw  game  have  gone  in 
pursuit  of  sport,  seem  to  have  fared  indifferently. 
Owing  to  the  changeable  weather,  only  a  few  good 
basketj  of  trout  have  been  taken  with  the  fly.  The 
state  of  the  waters  is  now  improving.  The  Wharfe, 
Yore,  and  Swale  are  getting  into  good  order,  either  for  fly 
or  worm,  and  trout  should  now  be  fairly  well  on  the  move, 
especially  in  the  evening.   The  creeper,  or  larvse,  of  the 


Stone  Fly,  which,  it  is  supposed,  may  hatch  out 
abundantly  this  season.  The  Wharfe  trout  attack  .  it 
with  great  avidity.  Tempting  lures  on  the  Yorkshire 
streams  also  include  the  Orange  Partridge,  Poult  Bloa, 
Knotted  Midge,  and  Light  Watchet,  the  Waterhen  Bloa, 
Dark  Watchet,  and  Sand  Gnat,  or  Spider  Fly.  On 
Tuesday  morning  a  sturgeon,  weighing  15st.,  and  8ft.  in 
length,  was  landed  by  a  Scarborough  steam  trawler. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

SALMON,  PEAL,  AND  SEA  TROUT. 

Dear  Sie, — Referring  to  the  letter  in  your  issue  of 
7th  inst.,  from  Mr.  Hearder,  I  should  be  much  obliged  if 
he  would  kindly  describe  the  difference  between  the 
salmon,  peal,  and  truff.  Is  it  so  inconsiderable  in  appear- 
ance as  to  be  unmistakable  to  one  who  first  makes  their 
acquaintance  ? 

Some  Devonshire  anglers  have  told  me  that  the  peal  is 
peculiar  to  Devonshire  rivers,  and  that  they  differ  mainly 
from  the  sea  trout  proper  ia  the  arrangement  of  the  teeth. 
Other  anglers  maiatain  that  the  peal  and  sea  trout  are 
identical,  and  the  fish  locally  known  as  the  truff  is  a  bull 
trout. 

I  have  not  yet  had  a  chance  of  comparing  them,  and 
should,  therefore,  be  much  obliged  by  a  clear  description 
of  each,  and  the  chief  distinctive  marks  of  difference 
between  them. — Yours  faithfully, 

A  White-Headed  Novice. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  LOWESTOFT. 

Deae  Sir, — As  your  correspondent  "Lac"  did  not 
get  a  direct  answer  to  his  query,  I  think  the  following  may 
be  of  use  to  him  : 

Fishing  is  not  allowed  off  Lowestoft  Pier  at  any  time 
during  the  year.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no  sea  fish- 
ing whatever  at  Lowestoft.  At  the  end  of  July  and 
beginning  of  August  vast  numbers  of  smelts  may  be  taken 
out  of  the  harbour  by  fishing  off  the  fish  market  ;  a  few 
small  eels  and  dabs  may  also  be  taken  (the  dabs  are  useless 
as  food),  best  bait  being  raw  shrimps.  From  September  till 
November  whiting  are  taken  from  the  shore  by  casting 
out  40yds.  or  50yds.,  baiting  with  herring,  mackerel,  and 
lugworms.  From  November  till  March  codlings  may  be 
expected,  lug  being  the  best  bait.  Boat  fishing  is  very 
expensive,  and  sport  often  worse  than  that  had  from  the 
beach.  In  rough  seas  41b.  of  lead  is  sometimes  necessary. 
I  have  fished  Lowestoft  nearly  every  night  for  two  years, 
but  do  not  recommend  it  to  anglers.  Shrimp. 


FISHING  IN  WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 
Dear  Sir, — The  directors  have  had  under  consideration 
the  formation  of  the  Wimbledon  Park  Anglers'  Club  ; 
but  having  regard  to  the  expert  opinion  they  have  had  on 
the  question,  which  is  to  the  effect  that  some  considerable 
changes  and  work  on  the  lake  must  be  carried  out,  for  the 
purpose  of  re-stocking,  before  a  club  could  be  successfully 
constituted,  the  directors  have  resolved,  that  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  a  number  of  applicants  they  will  issue  annual 
permits  to  fish,  .  until  such  time  as  the  club  can  be 
organised. 

These  permits  will  be  issued  by  the  board  of  directors, 
and  win  be  available  for  the  season  1898-99,  at  a  cost  of 
two  guineas. — I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

The  Wimbledon  Sports  Club,  Ltd. 
(H.  Bayly  Skinnerj  Sec.) 
15,  Copthall-avenue,  E.G., 

May  10,  1898.   

TROUT  PISHING  WITHIN  FIFTY  MILES  OF 
LONDON  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  put  me 
in  the  way  of  obtaining  a  few  day's  trout  fishing  some- 
where within  about  fifty  miles  of  London  ?  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  C.  H.  J. 


TROUT  GETTING  RID  OF  HOOKS. 
Sir, — It  has  often  struck  me  as  absurd  to  talk  of  trout 
rubbing  out  the  hook  against  rock  or  gravel.  _  Nineteen 
times  out  of  twenty  the  hook  is  not  in  a  position  to  be 
amenable  to  such  treatment,  being  inside  the  mouth.  It 
is  my  belief  that  the  teeth  with  which  the  tongue  of  a 
trout  is  so  formidably  armed  are  its  principal  weapon  for 
getting  rid  of  hooks.  Frequently  when  a  slack  line  is 
allowed  for  a  moment  a  trout  will  get  rid  of  a  hook. 
Again  and  again  the  hook  has  come  out  of  a  fish's  mouth 
as  I  had  him  in  the  net  when  the  strain  was  released.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  have  caught  on  a  Monday  afternoon  a 
fish  hooked  and  lost  the  previous  Saturday,  and  found  in 
his  mouth  the  fly  (a  Pink  Wickham),  with  18in.  or  so  of  gut 
appended,  which  he  had  taken  from  me  on  the  earlier 
occasion.  In  this  case  the  hook  was  right  in  the  middle 
of  the  palate,  and  so  perhaps  a  bit  difficult  to  extract. 
The  fish  was  nevertheless  feeding  freely,  for  it  had  nine- 
^'een  live  olive  larvte  in  its  mouth  when  killed. — Yours, 
&e.  Val  Consen. 

BOOKS  ON  FISHING  IN  INDIA. 

Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers 
will  inform  me  if  there  are  other  books  or  papers  on 
Indian  fishing  than  the  two  works  of  Thomas,  "  The  Rod 
in  India,"  and  "  Indian  Tank  Angling." — Yours,  &c., 

Batavia,  Netherlands,  India,  March  30.  A.  B. 

We  asked  Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas  if  he  knew  any  other 
books,  and  he  kindly  replies  as  follows  ; 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — There  is  "  AngUng  in  the  Lakes 
of  Kumaon,"  by  Dr.  Walker.   The  publisher  lb,  I  think,' 


a  Calcutta  firm,  either  Thacker  or  Newman,  but  in  either 
case  the  London  firm  of  W.  Thacker  and  Co,  2,  Creed- 
lane,  E.C.,  which  has  branches  in  both  London  and 
Calcutta,  will  be  able  to  get  it  for  your  coiTespondent. 
Lacey's  book  to  which  you  refer  is  "  The  Angler's  Hand- 
book," publisher,  W.  Newman  and  Co.,  Calcutta,  for 
whom  the  book  has  been  re-edited  by  Dr.  Cretin,  on 
Capt.  Lacey's  death.  There  seems  to  be  another  book, 
which  you  have  recently  been  publishing  extracts  from, 
and  which  1  should  be  glad  to  get  hold  of.  I  return  your 
inclosure  by  first  post. — Yours  sincerely, 

H.  8.  Thomas. 
[We  do  not  remember  publishing  any  extracts  from  a 
book  on  Indian  fishing  recently. — Ed,] 


STRENGTH  OF  MR.  ROWLAND  WARD'S 
TARPON  LINE. 

Dear  Sir, — Thanks  for  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and 
for  returning  the  reel.  I  inclose  a  piece  of  the  line  so  that 
you  may  yourself  ascertain  its  breaking  strain. 

This  line  was  used  by  me  in  Florida,  and  has  been  in 
salt  water.  After  my  arrival  in  England  it  was  placed  in 
stearine,  so  it  is  not  new.  It  is  called  a  linen  Une,  and 
can  be  bought  at  Farlow's. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  result  of  its  trial. — Yours 
faithfully,  Rowland  Ward. 

P.S. — The  6001b.  saw  fish  illustrated  in  my  book  was 
taken  on  a  line  similar  to  this. 

[We  divided  the  piece  Mx.  Ward  sent  and  carefully 
tested  one  of  them.  It  lifted  a  dead  weight  of  2olb.,  and 
then  broke  after  holding  23Ib.  some  minutes  (suspended 
scale  weights).  We  have  asked  Messrs.  Geo.  Salter  and 
Co.,  of  101,  LeadenhaU-street,  the  celebrated  balance 
makers,  to  test  the  other  half,  and  hope  to  pubb'sh  their 
reply. — Ed.]  ' 

A  BEGINNER'S  MISTAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — It  was  at  Kingston-on-Thames  where  I 
met  him.  No  fault  could  be  found  with  the  patience  the 
youngster  displayed  in  the  hope  of  catching  fish ,  but  on 
this  particular  occasion,  when  some  of  the  best  anglers, 
fishing  from  the  bank  with  the  finest  tackle,  in  the  most 
scientific  marmer,  failed  to  take  a  single  fish,  it  was  a 
Yarmouth  bloater  to  Billingsgate  agains'j  our  novice 
succeeding.  Let  me  impress  upon  beginners  the  impor- 
tant fact,  which  so  many  of  them  ssem  to  forget,  that  the 
mouths  of  no  two  fish  are  exactly  alike.  From  the 
salmon  down  to  the  minnow  they  all  more  or  less  differ, 
therefore  the  size  and  nature  of  the  bait  should  always  be 
taken  linto  consideration.  A  perch  of  8oz.,  for  instance, 
can  take  a  much  larger  bait  than  a  dace  of  the  same 
weight ;  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  a  21b.  chub  and  a 
21b.  bream,  a  pope  and  bleak  ;  and  a  reach  l|lb.  in  weight 
can  take  a  pellet  of  paste  probably  eight  or  nine  times  as 
large  as  a  roach  weighing  jlb.  Again,  the  young  anglet 
should  not  forget  that  fish  can  take  one  sort  of  bait  much 
easier  and  quicker  than  another. 

He  should  recollect  fish  are  not  dogs,  and  there  is  a  vast 
difference  between  a  nice  fat  gentle,  wasp,  grub,  bit  of 
paste,  and  a  large  tough  worm.  The  quicker  the  fish  can 
take  the  bait,  the  quicker  must  be  the  stroke.  Try 
ledgering  for  roach  with  gentles,  and  you  wiU  see  what  I 
mean. 

I  have  frequently  seen  young  anglers  fishing  for  dace 
with  a  worm  large  enough  for  perch,  chub,  or  barbel. 
Such  fish  as  bleak,  gudgeon,  dace,  Prussian  carp,  rudd, 
and  silver  bream  should  be  fished  for  with  a  bait  (siy,  a 
worm)  very  much  smaller  than  for  perch,  carp,  bream, 
chub,  and  barbel.  But  our  novice  was  fishing  with  a 
large  worm  and  a  hook  to  correspond,  with  a  rod  and 
tackle,  where  none  of  the  latter  fish  were  likely  to  be 
taken  by  either  him  or  anyone  else. — Yours  &c., 

  Old  Angler, 

SALMON  SPAWNING. 

Sir, — Dr.  Patterson,  I  learn,  has  recently  stated  that 
"the  general  impression  among  competent  observers  is 
that  salmon  reproduce  their  young  every  alternate  year  ;" 
and  this  interesting  statement  has  elicited  the  criticism 
that  "something  stronger  than  'general  impression' 
must  be  forthcoming  before  we  believe  that  the  eggs  of 
salmon  take  two  years  to  mature."  Justso.  The  doctor, 
of  course,  is  but  too  well  able  to  take  care  of  himself  in 
this  matter  without  any  assistance  from  me,  were  I  even 
qualified  to  give  it,  which  I  am  not ;  but  with  aU  due 
respect,  and  under  correction,  I  should  like  to  be  permitted 
to  say  that  while  it  is  very  possible  that  neither  general  or 
individual  "  impression  "  is  worth  a  button,  so  far  as  the 
phenomenon  in  question  is  directly  concerned  ;  every  man 
in  the  street  with  an  eye  in  his  head  has  palpable  facts 
before  him,  not  "impressions"  merely,  which  make  the 
general  impression,  as  given  by  Dr.  Patterson,  incom- 
parably the  more  probable  of  two  opposite  theories. 
Salmon  spawn  annually  or  they  do  not;  or,  again,  certain 
classes  of  salmon  are  sterile,  and  others  fertile.  The  latter 
hypothesis  has  not,  I  believe,  ever  been  entertained,  so  let 
us  look  at  the  other,  as  it  is  indirectly  affected  by  the 
following  jtvell-known  fact  :  Millions  of  salmon,  more  or 
less,  enter  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers  aimually  from 
about  the  period  of  Christmas,  or  earlier  and  onward,  and 
gradually  push  up,  constituting  the  great  spring  run  of 
fish,  wich  which  we  are  all  so  familiar.  When,  if  ever,  do 
thcsa  fish  spawn  ?  Obviously,  not  the  season  they  appear, 
for  spa^vning  fish  are  in  the  pangs  of  parturition,  or  even 
rolling — spent  and  enfeebled — seaward  when  these  fresh 
and  vigorous  "springers"  appear  amongst  them;  nor 
have  I  heard  it  urged  by  any  observer  that  they  take  to 
the  redds  in  April  or  May  when  they  begin  to  get  a  bit  off 
colour.  Is  the  iron  rod  of  authority  to  be  held  horribly 
in  terrorem  over  my  devoted  head  then  tiU  I  am  forced  to 
admit  with  parched,  unwilling  hps,  that,  notwithstanding 
all  this,  the  dogma  of  annual  spawning  is  still  to  be  held 
and  confessed  by  all  men  ?  Who,  I  say,  is  setting  up  this 
new  inquisition,  to  bind  in  chains  the  inquiring  and 
innovating  minds  of  our  angling  GraUleos  ?    Shall  we  say 
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that  the  springer  spawned  in  early  Novemher,  and,  hig  fish 
as  he  often  is,  getting  the  work  over  rapidly,  got  to  the  sea 
from  the  upper  tributaries  of  the  Shannon  or  Tweed, 
where  he  recovered  so  rapidly  that  he  was  able  to  turn  up 
in  a  week  or  so  as  a  splendidfresh  run  springer?  Shall 
we  say  this,  and  then,  coughing  down  our  conscience,  tell 
the  tender  disciples  next  day,  when  on  another  phase  of 
the  life  history  of  the  salmon,  that  spawned  fish  not  only 
drop  seaward  very  slowly,  but  linger  long  in  the  sea  when 
they  get  there  before  they  are  able  to  reappear  clean  in 
our  rivers  agaia  ?  Or  is  it  that  your  springer  was  an 
early  back  end  fish  that  stole  a  march  on  his  fellows,  and 
did  his  necessary  spawning  in  the  tideway  or  thereabouts, 
and  at  once  rushed  off  to  sea  before  he  (and  she)  was 
scarce  a  month  out  of  it,  so  as  to  get  recruited  and  fit  for 
the  spring  visit  a  month  or  two  after  ?  Oh,  my  masters, 
what  wild  and  grotesque  absurdity  shall  we  have  to 
swallow  rather  than  hold  that  the  springer  is  the  fine, 
slashing  fellow  he  is,  simply  because  he  has  been  revelling 
in  the  glorious  fields  of  ocean  for  nearly  a  year,  and  feels 
no  touch  of  anxious  and  wasting  parental  cares,  nor  shall 
feel  the  like  for  nearly  a  whole  year  longer  ?  "  General 
impression,"  indeed  !  It  is  a  conclusion  from  which  there 
is  no  escape,  even  should  fresh  light  some  day  prove  it 
erroneous.  As  it  is,  simple  intellectual  integrity  demands, 
it  seems  to  me,  its  acceptance  by  all  men.  Mona. 

P.S. — Were  a  scientific  man,  like  Dr.  Noel  Paton,  for 
instance,  who,  with  his  seven  learned  colleagues,  has  just 
discovered,  after  a  long  and  laborious  research,  that 
salmon  do  not  feed  in  fresh  water,  a  circumstance  which 
soice  of  us  common  observers  have  been  familiar  with 
from  our  cradles ;  I  should  bring  anatomical  observation 
to  bear  on  the  matter,  and  could  show  that  the  several 
apparatus  of  the  spring  fish  showed  at  a  glance  that 
spawning  had  not  taken  place  for  montbs  at  least,  and 
could  not  take  place  till  many  months  later,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  fish  had  obviously  lost  one  spawning  season, 
but  I  don't  want  any  such  examiraUon  myself.  I'm  quite 
content  with  what  I  see  under  my  nose.  I  do  not  want, 
like  the  tei-rible  Dr.  Paton,  to  open  salmon  and  expose 
their  "  innards  "  to  an  astounded  world,  and  show  that 
not  only  does  your  salmon  not  eat  in  the  fresh,  but  is 
physically  incapable  of  such  a  feat,  and  that  if  food  did 
find  its  way  into  the  stomach  it  would  be  fatal  to  the  fish, 
digestion  and  ejection  being  alike  beyond  the  power  of  the 
absolutely  torpid  and  functionless  organs  of  nutrition,  so 
that  food  and  stomach  alike  would  together  disappear  in  a 
mass  of  putrefaction.  I  do  not,  I  siy,  want  to  argue  with 
such  tremendous  weapons  as  these,  but  I  do  wish  to  say 
that  every  season  mOlions  of  adult  salmon  fail  to  spawn, 
though,  of  course,  when  Dr.  Paton  or  some  other  scientist 
will  by-and-bye  demonstrate  that,  were  it  otherwise,  the 
whole  salmon  race  would  disappear  from  the  waters  of  the 
g^obe,  I  shall  certainly  be  interested  and  even  gratified. 

— Yours,  &c.,    U. 

WINDERMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  regret  to  notice  that  Mr.  Wm.  H. 
PearfaU's  letter  in  your  issue  of  April  2  has  met  with  the 
fate  of  many  others  on  this  subject.  In  November  last 
the  Field  opened  its  columns  for  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  and  several  writers  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity.  The  limited  space  available  for  angling 
matters  excluded  much  that  might  have  been  said  with 
advantage.  The  subject  is  of  such  interest  to  anglers 
and  others  who  regard  that  beautiful  district  as  the  play- 
ground of  England,  that  your  pages  might  be  worse 
employed  than  by  allowing  correspondence  on  the  subject, 
for  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  wisdom.  Your 
correspondent,  Mr.  PearsaU,  refers  to  an  appreciable 
film  of  oil  from  the  numerous  steam  launches,  and 
suggests  that  this  may  be  injurious  to  the  fish.  It  would 
be  interesting  if  he  would  tells  us  where,  at  what  time  of 
the  year,  and  under  what  conditions  of  weather  he  noticed 
this  film.  If  the  steam  yachts  are  responsible  for  this,  the 
eifect  must  be  very  limited,  and  in  only  a  few  places,  for 
the  number  of  yachts  is  very  small  compared  with  the 
lake  area.  In  hot,  calm  weather,  and  a  low  condition  of 
the  lake,  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  a  scum  on  certain  parts 
of  the  lake,  such  as  between  Belle  Isle  and  the  old  Straw- 
berry Gardens,  on  the  Purness  side,  and  other  places  far 
removed  from  the  route  of  steamers  and  launches.  Some- 
times this  scum  is  of  an  oily  appearance,  and  at  other 
times  of  a  greenish  colour,  and  covers  a  good  area.  On 
examination  the  scum  will  be  found  to  consist  of  vegetable 
matter.  A  little  wind  soon  disperses  it.  The  water  at 
such  times,  if  drunk,  has  been  known  to  cause  irritation 
to  the  throat.  These  particular  places  in  summer  have  a 
most  luxuriant  growth  of  aquatic  plants,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability the  scum  is  but  the  shedding  of  the  seeds  of  these 
plants.  An  article  appeared  in  a  back  number  of  this 
paper  called  "  The  Breaking  of  the  Meres,"  which, 
although  not  referring  to  the  lakes,  suggested  a  possible 
explanation  of  the  film  referred  to. 

But  all  this  is  beside  the  fishing,  and  Cinnot  account  for 
the  complaints  made  against  the  lake  as  a  sporlirg  water 
such  as  it  ought  to  be.  The  lake  has  every  requisite  for 
trouting— plenty  of  feeders,  abundant  insect  life,  and 
contains  in  large  quantities  minnows,  molluscs,  and 
cjustacea.  The  Green  Drake  hatches  freely,  and  the  trout 
ris3  freely  at  them,  but  cuiiously  ignore  the  spent  flies. 
In  years  gone  by,  when  artificial  stocking  was  not  employed, 
and  netting  was  greatly  abused,  the  angler  on  the  spot  w  ho 
could  select  his  time  could  generally  secui'e  a  deceat  dish 
of  trout  with  the  fly.  The  "  fly  otter  "  was  used  by  the 
boatmen,  who  secured  large  baskets  and  made  fair  profits 
thereby  ;  but  the  number  of  fish  pricked  and  lost  was  very 
great.  It  was  a  formidable  instrument  to  use,  with  its 
twenty  or  more  droppers,  and  could  be  laked  along  a 
shallow  shore  vs  ith  advantage.  Its  abolition  only  gave  way 
to  a  "  cross  line,"  for  which  a  licence  of  15s.  was  required. 
This  instrument  was  more  unwieldly  than  the  former, 
could  not  he  run  along  a  shallow  shore,  and  required  two 
boats  and  two  men  at  least.    Thus  the  cost  was  increased 


and  no  appreciable  advantage  gained,  while  the  great  evil 
of  pricked  and  lost  fish  continued.  One  could  hardly 
wonder  that  the  fish  became  shy  risers.  Of  late  years  the 
cross  line  has  disappeared.  In  1380  rod  fishing  was  but 
little  practised.  It  was  on  a  hot  Saturday  in  May  of  that 
year  that  I  made  my  first  attempt.  The  sun  was  hot  and 
powerful,  and  a  pleasant  west  wind  put  a  gentle  ripple 
upon  the  water.  I  was  the  subject  of  mirth  to  some  who 
saw  me  start,  and  I  regretted  that  they  were  absent 
when  I  returned  with  thirteen  trout  ranging  from  a  Jib.  to 
|lb.  each.  All  these  were  taken  with  small  trout  flies, 
of  which  a  Red  Hackle  did  its  share  on  that,  as  on 
many  subsequent  occasions.  My  enthusiasm  was  infectious, 
and  from  that  day  forward  a  few  of  us  plied  the  gentle 
art  with  more  or  less  success,  and  certainly  with  a 
pleasure  that  years  have  not  made  us  forget.  The  Green 
Drake  was  always  a  good  card  to  play  when  that  fly 
was  on.  We  knew  nothing  of  floating  flies  in  those 
days,  and  the  monstrosities  that  we  hurled  at  the  fish 
would  be  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  a  baby  trout 
of  these  days.  But  many  a  goodly  trout  of  21b.  fell 
victim  to  its  curiosity.  The  trout  season  was,  and  still 
is,  a  short  one  on  Windex-mere,  rarely  commencing 
earlier  than  April,  and  ending  with  the  Green  Drake  in 
June.  This  is  difficult  to  account  for,  as  the  trout  are 
plentiful,  and  artificial  stocking  has  been  resorted  to 
for  some  time  past.  The  trout  have  two  great  enemies 
in  the  lake,  viz., ;  the  pike,  which  are  numerous,  and 
many  of  them  largo,  and  the  perch,  which  are  small, 
but  may  perhaps  be  put  down  as  millions  in  numbers. 
These  small  perch  contribute  considerably  to  the  food 
sapply  of  the  pike.  In  proof  of  this,  perch  are  always 
used  on  the  trimmers,  and  for  spinning  baits  for  pike 
are  readily  taken.  Tha  Lakes  District  Angling  Associa- 
tion are  waging  a  war  of  extermination  aga'ust  the  pike, 
and  last  year  35331b.  of  these  fish  were  taken  with  the 
nets,  while  the  large  trout  of  41b.  and  upward  were 
returned.  Unfortunately,  I  think,  no  such  war  is 
conducted  against  the  perch.  They  are  prolific  breeders, 
and  if  their  enemies  are  reduced  in  numbers,  naturally 
they  will  rapidly  increase.  As  the  number  of  fish 
to  be  fed  increases,  while  the  food  supply  remains 
stationary,  all  fish  must  naturally  suffer  in  con- 
sequence. In  time  we  shall  have  plenty  of  fish,  but 
of  small  size.  The  L.D.A.A.  regard  the  perch  with  a 
fatherly  care,  as  they  are  easily  caught,  and  during  the 
summer  months,  when  the  visitorsare  numerous,  afford  good 
sport  of  a  sort  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  spend  a  lazy 
day  lolling  in  a  boat,  and  hauling  these  little  creatures 
out.  The  amusement  is  cheap,  as  rods,  lines,  and  baits 
are  furnished  with  the  boats,  and  when  a  party  of  six  or 
more  take  a  boat  between  them,  the  cost  per  head  is  only 
small.  Now  for  my  theory  as  to  the  short  rise,  and  I  put 
it  forward  with  much  diffidence.  The  lake  is  fed  by 
numerous  mountain  streams,  which  are  very  cold.  Con- 
sequently the  temperature  of  the  lake  is  low.  This  retards 
the  hatch  of  aquatic  life,  plant,  and  insect.  As  fODn  as 
the  sun  penetrates  the  shallows  insects  abound,  and  there 
the  trout  go  for  a  change  of  food  ;  for,  as  the  late  Mr. 
Marryat  said,  "  ground  food  is  beef,  but  flies  are  caviare 
to  the  trout."  This  same  low  temperature  retards  the 
pike  breeding.  In  May  the  pike,  hungry  and  lean  after 
their  domestic  arrangements  have  been  completed,  make 
for  the  shallows,  where  they  may  find  a  substantial  meal 
at  little  trouble.  Nothing  prevents  trout  rising  so  much 
as  the  presence  of  pike,  and  consequently  the  tiout, 
preferring  beef  and  safety  to  caviare  and  danger,  desert 
the  shallows  and  retire  to  the  depths.  The  frequency 
with  which  pike  are  ciught  on  the  shallows  in  May  and 
June  while  trolling  for  trout  is  remarkable.  Later  in  the 
season  you  may  troll  in  vain  over  the  same  ground  in 
search  of  pike.  It  will,  however,  repay  the  angler  to  give 
the  lake  a  trial  between  now  and  the  end  of  June.  The  head 
of  Belle  Isle,  the  shore  from  the  Ferry  Hotel  downwards  for 
two  or  three  miles,  are  usually  productive  of  sport;  while 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  lake,  the  shore  from  Wray  Castle 
to  Pull  Wyke  Bay  affords  numerous  places  worth  a  careful 
trial.  For  flies,  the  Green  Drake,  the  Red  Hackle,  March 
Brown,  Zulu,  and  ordinary  river  flies  will  kill.  Do  not 
have  the  flies  too  large.  Throw  across  the  wind  and  not 
down  it,  as  the  fish  are  very  much  given  to  coming  short. 
Two  flies  on  the  cast  are  sufficient. 

Char  fishing  I  have  not  mentioned,  as  this  article  has 
far  exceeded  its  intended  length,  and  perhaps  some  other 
day  I  may  have  something  to  say  on  that  subject.  I  have 
hesitated  in  answering  Mr.  Pearsall's  inquiry,  in  the  hope 
that  some  abler  pen  than  mine  might  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject. My  experience  has  been  over  a  good  number  of 
years,  and  has  led  me  to  think  that  the  trout  do  not 
average  as  well  now  as  formerly.  In  conclusion,  I  may 
refer  to  two  lakes  in  the  district.  Brothers  Water  con- 
tains a  large  number  of  freely-rising  trout,  but  small,  and 
some  perch ;  in  fact,  more  than  the  lake  can  support. 
Esthwaite  contains  pike  and  perch  only,  and  the  fishing 
for  these  is  good.  And  now  I  leave  my  readers  to  form 
their  own  conclusions,  and  hope  that  they  will  give  expres- 
sion to  them  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  angle  and  love  the 
lakes,  as  I  do. — Yours  truly,  B.  E.  F. 


INCIDENTS. 
Sir, — Referring  to  trout  seizing  another  hooked.  Squire 
Bland,  late  of  Glanycafn  Court,  netted  a  51b.  trout  under 
above  circumstances,  for  someone  fishing  the  Usk  ;  also, 
in  same  river,  an  acquaintance  of  his,  using  strong  trout 
gear,  hooked  and  tailed  out  a  221b.  clean  fish,  which  I'ose 
to  a  March  Brown  on  a  single  hotik.  This  would  be  a 
couple  of  seasons  ago. — Yours  truly,  Watofit. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  DERBY  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  spending  my  holiday  in 
Derbyshire  this  year  for  the  purpose  of  some  trout  fishing, 
and  I  have  been  revising  my  old  Fishing  Gazettes  for  that 
purpose.    I  find  that  on  Sept.  7,  1896;  a  most  graphic 


description  of  "  Trout  Fishing  near  Birmingham,"  In 
which  Rowsley  is  said  to  be  a  good  piece  for  that  purpose. 
May  I  trouble  you  or  any  of  your  readers  to  give  me  the 
address  of  rooms  that  I  could  obtain  there,  also  the  best 
station  to  go  to,  the  best  flies,  ^  or  are  there  local  fishing 
tackle  dealers  ?  Would  August;  be  a  fair  time  to  go  ? — 
Yours,  &c.  W.  Bird. 

[Perhaps  the  gentleman  who,  in  1895,  gave  certain 
particulars,  will  kindly  reply  to  your  questions. — Eo.]  ' 


FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  of  comfortable  quarters— private 
lodgings  or  hotel — in  Ireland  or  Scotland  where  salmon, 
grilse,  or  sea  trout  fishing  could  be  had  near  at  bard 
during  the  months  of  June  and  July.  I  want  bank  fishing, 
which  is  not  so  easily  found  as  decent  boat  fishing.  What 
sort  of  sport  can  be  had  in  the  river  near  Bundoran,  or  is 
there  any  other  pretty  place  in  Ireland  where  bank  fishing 
with  a  fair  chance  of  fport  could  be  obtained  by  a  visitor. 

  Wanderer. 

ODDMENTS.  ,  ,  .  ' 

Dear  Sir, — Many  of  your  readers  ifill  greatly  appre- 
ciate any  news  with  regard  to  the  results  of  the  spawning 
amongst  the  Salmonidif..  Living  in  London,  one  is  far 
away  from  the  scene  of  operations,  but  interest  may  still 
be  felt  in  such  matters.  They  are  of  national  importance, 
more  especially  from  a  sporting  point  of  view,  though  the 
matter  in  regard  to  good  supplies  in  the  future  has  some 
weight.  It  would  be  interesting  to  find  out  the  weight  of 
the  annual  average  supply  of  the  London  markets  alone. 
It  is  always  an  interesting  and  pleasing  sight  to  look  at 
the  grand  fishes  displayed  on  the  marble  slabs  as  one 
strolls  up  Bond-street  of  a  morning.  Often  enough  there 
are  s:me  magnificent  specimens  to  regale  the  eyes  of  both 
epicure  and  sportpman.  How  wonderfully  the  trade  has 
improved  in  the  art  of  display  and  arrangement.  Within 
easy  range  of  memory  slate  was  used,  and  thought  good 
enough  for  such  a  pui-pose.  That  has  been  superseded  by 
fine  marble — an  item  of  no  slight  cost,  for  a  large  slab  of 
this  costs  more  than  the  casual  observer  might  think;  but 
for  effective  display  there  seems  nothing  to  equal  it.  Cer- 
tainly our  great  fishmongers  have  made  vast  progress  in 
their  art,  and  now  leave  little  to  be  desired  in  that  respect 
or  matter. 

If  our  wealthy  friends  only  recollected  the  leas  costly 
items  in  the  fishmongers'  list,  they  might  have  far  greater 
change  or  variety  than  they  now  seem  to  have  ia  their 
fish  diet. 

A  Thames  gudgeon  is  not  to  be  despised,  nor  is  the 
Thames  or  other  eel.  When  well  "  scoured  "  this  is  no 
despicable  dish. 

Are  sturgeon  more  frequent  in  their  visits  to  our 
metropolitan  river  than  of  late  years  ? 

When  the  precipitation  and  pi'oper  treatment  of  the 
sewage  and  outpourings  of  our  great  centres  of  population 
is  better  understood,  and  more  thoroughly  carried  out,  we 
may  expect  great  improvements  in  fishery  matters  on  the 
Thames,  both  in  the  estuary  and  higher  upstream. 

Were  the  Thames  what  it  ought  to  be  there  is  no 
knowing  what  would  happen.  In  saying  this,  however, 
the  writer  would  not  wish  to  infer  that  he  is  insensible  to 
the  very  great  advances  already  made.  He  only  hopes 
that  they  may  serve  as  so  many  incitements  to  yet  further 
efforts  in  the  same  laudable  direction. 

The  treatment  of  river  mud  and  its  useful  and  profitable 
conversion  into  cement  has  earned  many  large  fortunes  ; 
and  great  fields  of  useful  work  are  open  to  those  who  can 
bring  a  combination  of  inventive  genius  and  ready  capital 
to  aid  in  the  solution  cf  the  problem  of  really  profitable 
sewage  disposal.  The  country  demands  that  the  problem 
shall  be  solved  in  such  manner  as  shall  meet  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  various  communities.  Circumstances  differ, 
and  no  single  process  is  ever  likely  to  be  of  universal 
applicability.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  lucky  inventor  of 
the  universally  adopted  process  would  suddenly  find  hini- 
self  in  a  very  enviable  [position.  The  sooner  action  is 
taken  the  better  for  the  community  and  the  individual. 
There  is  wide  scope  for  varied  treatments  of  the  universal 
scourge  of  civilisation — sewage.  No  one  method  will  suit 
all  cases.  There  is  scope  for  various  forms  of  treatment, 
and  we  fear  but  that  there  will  be  room  ample  for  all. 

In  planning  any  scheme  of  treatment,  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  locality  must  be  fully  considered  and 
taken  as  factors  in  the  selection  of  the  process  to  be 
employed.  It  cannot  be  too  carefully  remembered  that 
because  one  process  has  worked  successfully  at  a  given 
output,  there  is  no  assurance  that  it  will  be  equally 
adapted  for  some  other  locality.  The  expert  can  alone 
determine  such  matters,  and  only  after  careful  investiga- 
tion and  mature  deliberation.  A  false  step  may  do  more 
harm  than  good. — Youis,  &c, ,  C.  C.  C. 

FISHING  IN  LOUGH  FEBN,  DONEGAL. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  through  your  columns  what  sort 
of  fishing  and  accommodation  for  fishermen  can  be  had  in 
July  on  Lough  Fern,  Donegal  ?  Probably  some  of  your 
readers  can  teU  me  whether  white  trout  come  up  into  it  in 
July,  and  is  there  an  occasional  chance  of  a  peal  ?  I  shall 
be  grateful  for  information. — Yours,  &c.,  Zulu. 

WESTMEATH  LAKES. 
Sir, — At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Westmeath 
Lakes  Fish  Preservation  Society,  held  at  Mullingar  on  the 
12th  inst.,  the  subject  of  introducing  Sahno  iridats  into 
these  lakes  gave  rise  to  an  interesting  discussion,  and 
eventually  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  before  taking  this 
step,  to  ask  the  advice  of  the  Fishing  Oazctte  or  any  of 
its  numerous  correspondents  on  the  question  of  the 
advisability  of  turning  a  supply  of  these  trout  into  the 
above  lakes.  W.  J.  Thomas 

(Hon,  Assistant  Secretary). 

MulHngar,  May  10,  1898. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOBPOEATBD 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MAT  28th,  1898. 


THE  NEW  SCOTTISH  TROUT 
ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


In  order  to  do  what  we  can  to  help  the  new 
association,  we  are  posting  this  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  direct  to  nearly  a  1000  anglers  in 
Scotland,  in  addition  to  our  ordinary  circulation, 
and  are  giving  an  excellent  portrait  of  the 
president,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell, 
Bart.,  M.P.,  and  congratulate  the  association  in 
having  started  under  such  good  auspices,  and 
with  such  a  capital  and  popular  angler  at  their 
head. 


WHISKY  DISTILLERIES  F.  TROUT. 


Probably  pollution,  as  such,  is  more  manifest 
to  the  senses  in  the  height  of  a  July  day  than  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  when  the  rivers  and 
streams  are  well  flooded ;  but  to  the  trout  angler 
who  is  in  search  of  an  early  basket  it  is  now  that 
the  disastrous  results  of  distillery  refuse,  the 
waste  product  of  paper  and  other  mills,  and  the 
chemical  residue  of  dye  works,  as  well  as  town  or 


village  sewage,  are  made  most  apparent ;  when  he 
goes  to  his  favourite  stream,  hoping  to  find  former 
fears  of  famine  groundless,  and  a  plentiful  supply 
of  fine  plump  trout  waiting  greedily  for  his 
March  Browns,  instead  of  which  he  comes  home 
empty !    The  cry  goes  up  from  almost  every 
corner  of  the  land  as  to  the  scarcity  of  fish. 
Anglers  are  yearly  on  the  increase,  and  trout  are 
certainly  on  the  decrease,  while  it  should  be  the 
other  way  about  with  the  fish,  and  we  are  con- 
fident that  it  would  be  so  if  the  trout  got  anything 
like  half  a  chance.     Of  course  there  are  waters 
that  are  over-fished,  and  others  that  are  ruthlessly 
poached ;  but  neither  the  combined  efforts  of  all 
the  anglers  and  poachers  put  together  can  match 
in  a  fractional  degree  the  wholesale  depletion 
caused  by  pollution,  nor  anything  like  it.  Where 
plenty  reigned  before  the  era  of  pollution,  fish  life 
now  ceases  to  exist,  and  fungus-grown,  disgusting, 
deserted  pools  have  taken  the  place  of  the  former 
favourite  and  favoured  haunts.    There  was  plenty 
of  evidence  in  the  Spey  case  as  to  the  effects  of 
pollution  both  on  salmon  and  trout,  and  although 
the  defenders  tried  to  belittle  the  stock  of  fish  at 
any  time  in  the  Ringorm  Bum  or  below  it,  yet 
the  judge  held  that  the  angling  rights  of  the  com- 
plainers  had  been  seriously  impaired.     Had  it 
been  an  open  question  of  distillery  pollution  pm-e 
and  simple,  the  Ringorm  Burn  would  not  have 
been  in  the  running  with  any  dozen  or  so  adjoining 
streams  which  were  once  known  as  favourite 
resorts  of  the  trout  angler,  and  where  a  good 
basket  was  a  certainty  at  any  time  of  the  late 
spring  and  all  through  the  summer,  but  which  are 
now  tenantless  and  deserted.  The  Ringorm  Burn 
never  was  a  famous  trouting  stream,  yet  what 
evidence  there  was  as  to  its  good  qualities  were 
all  in  its  favour  prior  to  the  advent  of  the 
Knockando  Distillery, and  this  the  judge  distinctly 
pointed  out  in  giving  his  decision  in  the  case. 
Had  it  been  simply  an  open  question  of  distillery 
pollution,  and  such  evidence  as  a  Royal  Com- 
mission on  the  subject  would  admit  of,  we  would 
have  cited  the  case  of  the  Forgie  Burn  for 
instance.    The  pity  is  that  there  are  so  many  to 
choose  from  ;  but  this  one  will  do  as  well  as  any  of 
the  other  score  or  so  of  streams  in  the  same 
unfortunate  condition  all  over  the  north.    A  few 
years  back  we  looked  upon  this  stream  as  a 
veritable  trout  anglers'  paradise.     We  used  to 
send  our  particular  friends  off  to  the  Forgie  Burn 
with  the  certain  assurance  that  they  would  not 
return  empty.    It  was  a  stream  fraught  with 
pleasures  in  the  form  of  plenty  of  early  brown 
trout,  from  the  fingerling,  of  course  of  a  year's 
growth,  to  the  old  patriarch  of  41b.  or  so,  although 
8oz.  and  lOoz.  fish  were  the  favourite  size.  But 
there  were  plenty  of  them,  and  if  the  water  was 
too  clear  to  catch  them,  at  least  one  could  see 
them,  and  amuse  one's  self  by  chasing  the  shoals 
from  bank  to  bank  and  from  pool  to  pool  when 
other  and  more  preferable  sport  failed.  The 
Forgie  joins   the  Isla  near  Keith,  and  hence 
empties  itself  into  the  Deveron.     The  whole 
district  is  famous  for  its  trouting  qualities,  and 
one  of  the  earliest,  and  perhaps  most  prolific  spots 
at  one  time  that  one  could  find  in  a  week's  ramble 
in  the  north  of  Scotland.    The  other  day  we 
walked  from  the  railway  bridge,  where  the  Forgie 
and  Isla  join,  for  a  distance  of  some  three  miles 
along  the  former  stream,  doing  all  the  windings  of 
the  once  beautiful  burn,  and  every  stone  in  the 
channel  was  covered  with  large  marks  of  fungi, 
and  wherever  there  was  a  rush,  bush,  sedge,  or 
stick  in  the  burn  there  was  a  large  covering  of  this 
stuff  sticking  fast  to  it  like  a  putrified  dead  dog 
in  the  water;  but,  worse  than  all,  we  failed  to 
discover  a  single  fish  in  the  water,  great  or  small. 
We  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  fish  have 
been  killed  out,  or  have  left  the  stream  in  disgust ; 
but  we  are  in  a  position  to  testify  that  a  few  years 
ago  fish  life  existed  there  plentifully,  and  of  all 
sizes,  and  that  now  they  are  not  to  be  found— no, 
not  even  one  over  which  the  most  enthusiastic 
could  rejoice.    The  Altmore  Distillery  stands  on 
the  banks  of  the  Bum  of  Forgie ;  but  it  has  only 
been  in  operation  for  a  few  months,  and  yet  this 
is  the  result !    But  this  large  concern  has  been 
fitted  and  provided  with  the  most  approved  form 
of  filter  beds,  for  the  treatment  of  burnt  ale,  and 
other  distillery  products,  and  here's  the  rub — this 
most  excellent  system  of  treatment  has  proved  an 
egregious  failure,   and  as  far  as  ruining  and 
polluting  this  once  beautiful  and  prolific  trout 
stream,  it  has  proved  a  most  gigantic  and  complete 


success  !  Those  mountain  streams  like  the  Forgie, 
Mulhen,  Fiddich,  &c.,  &c.,  are  excellently  adapted 
for  two  pui-poses,  either  making  whisky  or  holding 
trout ;  but  they  will  not  do  both  until  some  better 
system  of  purification  or  of  treating  the  waste 
product— effluent  it  is  called  in  technical  phraseo- 
logy— has  been  devised  from  that  which  presently 
finds  favour  at  the  latest  and  most  up-to-date 
distilleries,  as  we  naturally  judge  those  to  be  that 
have  been  built  or  re-built  within  the  past  two 
years. 

All  over  the  districts  of  Spey  and  Deveron 
distilleries  have  been  springing  up  like  mushrooms 
in  a  hot  bed.  One  firm  of  builders  alone  has  had 
to  do  with  the  building  or  re-building  of  some 
thirty  distilleries  duriug  the  past  ten  years,  and 
has  on  hand,  which  will  keep  them  busy,  more 
than  they  can  manage  for  the  next  five  years 
supposing  no  more  orders  came  in.  The  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon  and  Lady  Seafield,  the  two 
chief  proprietors  on  Speyside,  have  declined  to 
entertain  any  further  proposals  for  new  distilleries 
on  their  lands,  and  the  Duke  of  Fife  is  following 
the  same  role  in  Banffshire,  where  his  influence 
mainly  exists.  If  any  were  needed,  these  are 
sufficient  proofs  of  the  activity  and  prospective 
activity  in  the  manufacture-of-whisky  line,  and 
resulting  in  a  barren  wildemess  as  far  as  the  trout 
angler  is  concerned. 

The  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  from  the 
effluent  of  distilleries  is  a  question  which  for  some 
time  past  has  been  claiming  the  serious  attention 
of  scientific  experts  throughout  the  country.  All 
attempts  at  the  treatment  of  burnt  ale  and  other 
waste  stuffs  from  distiUei-ies  have  been  complete 
failures.  This  is  patent  in  the  face  of  even  the 
best  evidence  that  can  be  adduced  to  the  contra,ry. 
It  was  clearly  shown  by  the  somewhat  conflicting 
evidence  of  the  scientific  experts  of  the  highest 
repute,  brought  forward  in  connection  with  the 
Spey  case,  that  they  have  here  a  problem  as  to 
the  satisfactory  disposal  of  these  waste  products 
that  will  tax  their  skill  to  the  utmost.  All  the 
light  possible  should  be  got  on  the  subject,  for 
evidently,  from  practical  results,  a  complete 
remedy  innocuous  to  fish  life  has  yet  to  be 
found. 

Nor  is  the  prize  insignificant.  There  is  money, 
and  plenty,  at  the  bottom  of  the  whisky  trade  in 
Scotland,  and  they  (the  distillers)  have  shown 
that  they  are  not  unwilling  to  spend  it  even  upon 
experiments.  Burgh  commissioners,  district  com- 
mittees, and  similar  bodies  are  awaiting  like 
revelations  before  dealing  with  the  less  (?)  noxious, 
because  less  persecuted,  village  sewage,  and  no 
royal  or  other  commission  can  complete  its  work 
without  tackling  the  subject.  The  general  public 
are  also  interested.  The  amenities  of  their 
holiday  haunts  are  being  impaired,  and  the  very" 
name  "  pollution  "  has  an  alarming  ring  about  it 
which  calls  them  to  attention.  The  trout  angler 
is  doubly  interested.  Like  Othello,  his  occupation 
wiU  be  gone.  We  are  not  of  the  alarmist  order, 
but  we  say  bluntly  that  the  very  pick  of  trout 
angling  on  this  side  the  border  is  being  seriously 
threatened,  and  in  many  cases  fatally  impaii-ed. 

From  the  complete  faUiire  of  the  filter  system 
at  the  latest  up-to-date  distilleries,  county 
councillors  and  burgh  commissioners  have  to  be 
specially  warned  to  be  doubly  on  their  guard. 
They  have  duties  to  perform,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  they  will  faithfully  face  them  in  the  interests 
of  the  public,  and  without  fear  or  favour  safe- 
guard the  public  rights.  There  is  no  use  locking 
the  stable  door  after  the  steed  has  gone  1 

On  the  other  hand  there  is  no  necessity  for 
undue  haste,  tyranny,  or  rashness.  Distillers 
may  not  be  an  unmixed  blessing,  as  far  as  trout 
and  pollution  are  concei-ned,  yet  they  have  a 
great  deal  at  stake.  Their  undertakings  are  big 
concerns,  and  represent  so  much  of  the  wealth 
and  industry  of  the  nation.  We  fuUy  acknow- 
ledge the  difficulties  they  have  to  face  in  then- 
present  situation,  and  sympathise  most  deeply 
with  them.  If  we  pass  strictures  on  pollution  we 
are  not  unmindful  that  we  have  many— nay,  even 
all  the  distillers  with  us,  for  they  are  to  a  man 
brothers  of  the  angle,  and  friends  of  the  trout, 
and  as  much  against  pollution  as  any  body  of 
interested  men  otherwise  could  be  expected  to  be ; 
and  if  a  satisfactory  system  of  dealing  with  the 
effluent  can  be  shown  them  they  will  most 
readily  give  it  a  trial.  Hence  we  say  the  prize  is 
certain  and  sure  to  the  expert,  or  body  of  experts 
for  that  matter,  who  can  first  most  satisfactorily 
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solve  the  problem  of  trout  vergus  pollution,  which 
at  present  baffles  the  scientific  world. 

Since  the  above  was  penned  the  distillers,  at  a 
meeting  in  Elgin  the  other  day,  have  agreed  to 
offer  a  prize  of  £2000  for  the  best  practical  method 
of  dealing  with  distillery  refuse.  G.  M. 


MAY  FLIES  AT  HYDE 
CORNER. 


PARK 


Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  of  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde 
Park  Corner,  and  3i,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham 
J  unction,  S.W.,  has  sent  us  a  lovely  new  pattern 
of  May  Fly.    She  calls  it  "  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith's 
G-olden  Summer  Duck ;  "  and  it  is,  as  the  young 
lady  said  of  her  new  toque,  "simply  scrumptious." 
Whether  it  is  going  to  kill  as  well  as  Mrs.  Ogden 
Smith's  celebrated  G.O.M.'s  remains  to  be  seen  ; 
but  we  shall  try  it  with  the  utmost  confidence, 
and  have  sent  some  on  to  "  The  Amateur  Angler," 
who  is  watching  the  surface  of  the  Itchen  for  a 
glimpse  of  that  lovely  fly  which  has  such  a  fas- 
cination for  the  trout  and  the  angler.    Of  the 
G.O.M.'s,  some  with  olive  and  some  with  red 
hackle,  Mrs.  O.  S.  also  sends  a  nice  batch,  as  well 
as  some  stout  and  medium  May  Fly  casts.  Where 
trout  run  a  good  size,  say  from  l^.lb.  to  31b.,  it  is 
a  great  mistake  to  use  light  gut  in  May  Fly  work, 
unless  the  fish  are  very  shy ;  but,  as  a  rule,  if 
they  are  feeding  in  a  steady  way  on  the  natural 
fly  they  have  not  time  to  think  about  gut.  We 
cannot  say  more  than  we  have  already  said  about 
Mrs.  O.  S.'s  May  Flies  in  years  gone  by.  They 
are  first  rate.    The  Gladstone,  or  G.O.M.,  will 
have  a  sad  memory  attached  to  it  this  season, 
though  it  is  the  invention  of  a  gentleman  of  that 
name — one  of  Mrs.  Smith's  customers — who  is, 
we  believe,  no  relation  of  the  great  statesman 
whose  loss  the  nation  mourns  to-day. 


NOTES  ON 


"  NOTES 
NORTH.^^ 


FROM  THE 


Our  correspondent  "  Special  Scotch "  must 
look  out,  as  he  has  been  caught  nipping — we  beg 
his  pardon,  napping. 

A  correspondent,  who  says  he  always  reads 
"  Notes  from  the  North "  with  much  interest, 
points  out  that  it  is  not  the  "Selsall"  but  the 
"  Kelsal  "  salmon  fly.  That  although  Mr.  Barclay 
and  Mr.  Percy  Laming  got  a  few  fish  with  it  on 
the  Glentana  water  (Dee),  on  the  Cambus  O'May 
stretch  they  did  best  with  the  Gordon  in  April, 
and  the  Logic,  Blue  Charm,  and  Jenny  in  May. 
They  killed  160  fish  between  April  12  and  May  17. 
Sir  W.  Cunliffe  Brooks  has  not  killed  a  fish  this 
season ;  in  fact,  he  has  practically  given  up  fish- 
ing. Our  correspondent  adds  the  rather  super- 
fluous remark  that  the  "  fishing  has  been  very 
good  " — 160  spring  salmon  in  a  month  ! — and  that 
the  fish  took  the  fly  better  this  season  than  he 
has  known  them  to  do  for  the  last  six  years. 
There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  sport 
will  be  good  for  the  next  few  weeks.  The  average 
has  also  been  good,  91b.  against  a  previous  best 
of  8Mb. 


FLIES  AND 


CASTS  FROM 
CUMMINS. 


MR.  W.  J. 


From  Bishop  Auckland  we  have  received  from 
Mr.  Cummins,  who  is  carrying  on  the  well-known 
business  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  some 
excellent  samples  of  North-country  patterns  on 
gut — nice  fine  gut  and  square  snecked  hooks, 
which  we  prefer  to  all  others  for  small  trout  flies ; 
for  larger  sizes,  such  as  loch  trout,  sea  trout, 
and  salmon  flies,  we  think  there  is  no  pattern  like 
the  graceful  Limerick. 

Among  the  patterns  Mr.  Cummins  sends  are 
such  standard  old  favourites  as  Greenwell's 
Glory,  Bracken  Clock,  Red  Spinner,  Wickham's 
Fancy,  and  Blue  Upright.  The  "  Slater  "  is  a  fly 
not  known  to  us,  and  would,  we  should  say,  be  a 
good  evening  fly  when  small  sedges  are  about. 
VVe  are  sending  all  these  flies  to  a  friend  who  is 
trout  fishing  in  Switzerland,  and  have  asked  him 
to  report  what  the  Swiss  trout  think  about  them. 

The  fine  and  medium  best  drawn  gut  trout 
casts — each  tested  and  guaranteed — which  Mr. 
Cummins  sends  us  are  first  class,  and  nicely  stained 
a  steel  blue,  of  the  colour  of  the  smoke  which 


goes  up  from  the  lighted  end  of  a  cigar — quite 
distinct  from  the  smoke  as  it  comes  from  the 
mouth,  which  is  a  grey  colour. 

We  have  also  received  Mr.  Cummins'  new 
catalogue,  which  every  angler  will  find  interesting, 
as  it  contains  much  information  about  fishing, 
well  illustrated,  in  addition  to  the  price  list.  We 


The  "Auckland  "  Eyed  Fly  and  Cast  Box. 


The  "Auckland"  Gaff. 


The  "Major  Cumberland"  Reel. 


must  refer  to  it  more  fully  when  the  May  Fly 
fever  is  over,  merely  calling  attention  at  present 
to  the  "  Ai^ckland  "  Gaff :  the  hook  is  guaranteed 
best  steel,  and  is  whipped  to  a  strong  staff,  fitted 
with  a  strap  to  carry  gaff  on  shoulder  ;  the  strap 
can  be  detached  in  a  moment.  The  late  Sir 
Assheton's  plan  of  carrying  his  troiit  landing 


net  was  like  this,  only  he  had  part  of  the  strap  of 
indiarubber,  so  that  you  could,  by  adjusting  the 
pressure,  prevent  the  net  flopping  round  on  your 
shoulder. 

The  Cummins'  New  Eyed  Fly  and  Cast  Box,  of 
which  we  give  an  illustration  (reduced),  is  a  very 
neat  little  affair  indeed,  and  the  price  most 
moderate.  It  is  fitted  with  compartments  for 
keeping  eyed  hook  flies  separate.  The  lid  is 
flanged  for  holding  casts,  and  has  also  clip  for 
tweezers. 

By  the  way,  we  had  almost  forgotten  to  say 
that  Mr.  C.  also  sends  us  a  lot  of  his  double  wing 
floating  flies.  Some  of  these  we  like,  but  the 
majority  have  the  wings  too  narrow.  All  the 
flies  would  be  improved  greatly  if  the  fly  tier 
took  a  broader  strip  of  feather  for  making  the 
wing.  They  are  quite  long  enough,  but  we  do 
not  like  a  skimpy  wing  on  a  dry-fly. 

Major  Cumberland's  Patent  Salmon  Reel  Plate 
is  a  simple  apparatus  for  regulating  the  speed  of 
fishing  reels.  The  patent  consists  in  making  the 
axis  of  the  reel  longer  than  ordinary,  so  that  it 
projects  through  the  bearing  on  the  opposite  side 
to  the  handle.  On  this  projection  is  fixed,  a 
plate  A  (see  sketch)  of  ebonite  or  other  suitable 
material  of  about  the  same  diameter  as  the  reel. 
This  plate  revolves  with  the  reel,  so  that  the  user 
may  easily  control  the  speed  by  pressure  of  a 
finger  on  the  plate.  It  can  be  fixed  to  any 
existing  reel,  large  or  small.  - 

The  revolving  plate  has  been  thoroughly  tried 
in  Norwegian  and  other  rivers  where  salmon  are 
strong  and  large,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  mere 
pressure  of  the  finger  regulates  the  speed  of  the 
reel  to  a  nicety. 


GREAT  ROSE  SHOW  AT  RICHMOND, 
AND  SUMMER  HORTICULTURAL 
EXHIBITION. 

We  understand  the  twenty-fourth  annual  exhi- 
bition of  plants,  flowers,  fruit,  vegetables,  table 
decorations,  cottagers'  productions,  allotment 
holders'  productions,  and  miscellaneous  exhibits 
of  the  Richmond  Horticultural  Society  will  be 
held  in  the  Old  Deer  Park,  Richmond,  on  Wednes- 
day, June  29,  next.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
prizes  and  special  prizes,  there  will  be  a  grand 
challenge  cup,  presented  by  the  Mayor  and 
Mayoress  of  Richmond  (Councillor  and  Mrs. 
Albert  Chancellor),  for  roses. 

We  also  learn  that  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  T.R.H.  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Orleans,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  Mayoress 
of  London  have,  amongst  others,  already  intimated 
their  intention  of  being  present. 

Full  particulars,  schedules,  and  entry  forms  can 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  A.  Algernon  Chancellor, 
hon.  sec,  1,  King-street,  Richmond,  Sm-rey. 


SUCCESSFUL  ACCLIMATISATION 
OF  GRANNOM. 

Last  week  we  printed  an  aecovmt  from  the 
Field  describing  some  successful  attempts  made 
by  Sir  Wm.  Pearce,  M.P.,  to  transplant  the 
Grannom  Fly  from  the  Test  to  the  Kennett,  at 
Hungerford.  Believing  as  we  do  that  this  question 
of  the  transplanting  of  "  fly "  is  of  the  very 
greatest  importance,  we  asked  Sii-  Wm.  Pearce 
to  send  us  a  few  more  particulars,  and  he  has 
very  kindly  done  so : 

"  I  find  from  my  notes  that  the  first  lot  of  eggs, 
or  rather  egg  sacS,  were  brought  from  the  Test 
here  in  1893,  soon  after  a  former  keeper  of  the 
Houghton  Club  came.  I  had  two  successive 
failures.  In  1896  a  quantity  of  eggs  on  twigs  and 
weed  were  brought  over,  but  nothing  was  seen  of 
the  fly  in  1897.  Last  year  a  quantity  of  eggs  on 
weeds  were  cut  on  the  Test  and  put  into  a  large 
fish  can,  or  carrier,  and  brought  here.  The  water 
was  changed  on  the  jouniey,  but  this,  I  think, 
was  superfluous ;  river  keepers,  however,  think 
otherwise.  The  weeds,  with  the  egg  sacs  adhering, 
were  then  sunk  in  four  places  at  various  depths, 
wire  netting  being  used  for  this  purpose,  ^t  is 
impossible  to  say  which  lot  of  eggs  successfully 
matured,  but  the  fly  appeared  lower  down  the 
river  than  where  the  eggs  were  located.  This 
would  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  on  the 
egg  sacs  bursting  the  stream  must  carry  the  eggs 
with  it.    I  am,  throiighout,  assuming  that  the 
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1897  eggs  matured,  but  I  am  ignorant  of  the 
period  required  by  Grannom  to  pass  from  egg  to 
matui-ed  fly  stage.  The  weather  here  was  rough, 
and  the  wind  nearly  a  gale  while  the  fly  came  up, 
and  I  regret  to  say  we  have  bgen  unable  to  find 
egg  sacs  in  the  water.  I  sent  to  the  Test  for 
more  eggs,  but  the  keeper  writes,  '  I  can  scarcely 
see  any  eggs — the  fly  can't  get  to  the  river.'  If 
this  happened  where  the  rise  is  strong,  I  miich 
fear  that  here  the  fly  had  but  a  poor  chance.  In 
conclusion,  I  may  add  that  I  am  indebted  to  Major 
Carlisle  (well  known  as  'South-West')  for  help 
in  this  experiment.  "  Wm.  G.  Pearce." 


MR.  REUBEN  HEATON^S  NEW 
SEA  REEL. 


Me.  Reuben  Heaton,  the  well-known  whole- 
sale fishing  reel  manufacturer,  of  Universal  Works, 
Hospital-street,  Birmingham,  sends  us  one  of  his 
new  Sin.  diameter  sea  reels.  The  novelty  is  that 
it  has  a  patent  revolving  line  guard,  and  can  be 
used  as  easily  by  a  left-handed  as  by  a  right- 
handed  angler,  and  will  not  lock  or  jam.  The 
line  guard,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration, 
is  fastened  to  and  revolves  on  a  pin  under  the  nut 
in  the  centre  of  the  back.  In  the  sample  Mr. 
Heaton  sends  us  the  opening  for  the  line  to  come 


through  is  circular,  and  is  l^in.  in  diameter. 
This  is  far  better  than  the  narrow  slit,  as  it 
allows  a  knot  or  kink  to  pass  through  easily.  On 
the  handle  side  of  the  winch,  by  putting  a  bit  of 
leather  on  to  the  sci-ew  you  can  regulate  the 
winch  so  that  it  runs  as  freely  as  a  Nottingham, 
or  by  a  turn  or  two  of  the  screw  put  a  silent 
check  on  it.  The  line  guard  can  also  be  used  to 
act  as  a  brake  by  pressing  the  finger  against  it 
when  playing  a  fish. 
It  is  a  very  simple  and  strong  reel,  not  expensive, 
-  with  nothing  to  get  out  of  order,  and  no  steel  in 
it  to  rust. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  MAINE  LAKES. 

{Continued  from  page  370.) 

By  Charles  W.  Stevens. 

The  cove,  the  dam,  and  the  outlet  of  the 
stream  comprise  our  fishing  ground,  all  within 
easy  distance  of  the  camp,  and  within  hearing  of 
Joe's  horn,  which  he  blows  to  call  us  to  our  meals ; 
and,  as  promptness  at  the  table,  so  far  as  guests 
are  concerned,  is  one  of  Joe's  particular  hobbies, 
this  is  worthy  of  note. 

Speaking  of  Joe  reminds  me  that  I  promised 
in  my  last  chapter  to  introduce  him  more 
particulai'ly  to  your  notice.  Joseph  is  in  all 
respects  the  major-domo  of  the  camp.  He  cooks, 
washes,  irons,  makes  the  beds,  builds  the  fire, 
makes  the  smudge,  milks  the  cow,  feeds  the  hens, 
in  fact,  does  everything  but  "  clean  feesh,"  make 
out  your  bill,  and  take  your  money.  In  regard  to 
the  latter,  I  have  found  that  a  greenback  between 
your  palm  and  his  when  shaking  hands  with  him 
upon  arrival  does  not  lesson  the  cordiality  with 
which  you  are  received. 

Joe  has  some  peculiarities — who  of  us  have 
not  ?    One  of  the  greatest  is  doing  what  you  tell 


him  to  do  (an  A  1  quality).  If  he  has  a  dish  in 
his  hand,  and  you  should  say,  "  Joe,  drop  that," 
he  would  do  it,  on  the  table  or  floor,  just  where 
he  happened  to  be.  I  never  have  tried  it,  nor  do 
I  purpose  to,  for  it's  a  waste  of  property,  and  there 
is  a  sequel  to  it,  but  1  have  seen  those  who  have. 
Joe  has  a  way  of  saying,  "  My  God,"  which  seems 
a  cross  between  an  oath  and  a  supplication,  which 
would  be  equally  acceptable  to  a  Bowery  boy  or  a 
circuit  preacher.  I  never  could  believe  that  he 
meant  it  wicked,  and  it  conveys  a  great  deal. 
But  above  all,  and  oVer  all,  more  than  com- 
pensating for  his  minor  failings,  Joe  is  strictly 
honest.  He  will  take  all  you  give  him,  but 
nothing  that  you  do  not,  not  even  a  State 
constable's  hite  noir,  though  he  loves  it,  and  never 
refuses  when  asked.  I  would  not  give  so  much 
space  to  Joe,  were  it  not  that  he  is  part  and 
parcel  of  the  lakes  themselves.  All  the  fishermen 
look  upon  him  as  their  godfather,  and  I  verily 
believe  the  trout  are  so  fond  of  him  that  they 
cook  themselves  to  a  lovelier  brown  as  they  look 
up  from  the  pan  into  his  anxious  furrowed  face. 
I  can  see  him  now  as  he  appeared  at  the  door  of 
the  camp  some  two  hours  after  our  amiable  dis- 
cussion in  regard  to  tempus  fugit,  and  recall  his 
first  salutation,  thoughtful  and  kind,  as  a  mother's 
care  :  "  Miss  Stevens  sleep  good,  no  ?  "  "  Tes, 
Joe,  first  rate,  splendidly."  "  No  fly,  merskeeter, 
no  ?  "  "  Not  a  sign  of  'em.  See  here,  Joe,"  and 
we  took  him  into  our  room,  and  show  him  the 
canopy  suspended  over  the  bed.  He  takes  a 
survey  of  it,  and  a  look  of  wonder  gathers  over 
his  face.  The  expression  we  have  quoted  above 
wells  up  to  his  lips,  but  he  restrains  it.  _  "  Well, 
Joe,  what  do  you  think  of  that  ?  "  "  It  is  nice." 
"  Tes,  so  it  is,  my  dear  fellow,  a  camp  luxury. 
But  how  about  breakfast  ?  "  "  You  have  freesh, 
Mr.  Stevens?"  "Yes."  "  You  have  him  fry  ?  " 
"  Yes."  "  Eggs  fry,  yes  ?"  "  Certainly,  Joseph, 
all  the  fixings."  "  CoflEee,  tea,  no  ?  "  "  Yes  ; 
both,  hurry  it  up,  for  we  are  getting  hungry." 

While  Joe  is  getting  breakfast  we  get  out  our 
fishing  tackle,  select  our  flies,  joint  our  rods,  and 
make  the  necessary  preparation  for  the  day's 
sport.  I  would  not  be  positive  in  regard  to  the 
oast  I  used  that  day,  though,  as  my  journal  says 
the  day  was  cloudy,  I  should  judge  I  started  with 
a  "Fiery  Brown"  and  "Scarlet  Ibis."  The 
former  is  a  fly  tied  for  these  waters  by  John 
McBride,  of  Mumford,  Munroe  County,  N.Y., 
and  I  wish  to  put  on  perpetual  record,  or  as  near 
to  it  as  type,  ink,  and  paper  will  do  it,  that  he 
ties  the  best  flies,  both  for  beauty  and  strength,  of 
anyone  in  the  country — perhaps  Mr.  Whitney,  the 
famous  guide  of  Upton,  excepted. 
If  I  had  had  his  flies  and  casting  line  when  I 

struck  that  6-pounder          Well,  never  mind,  I 

am  going  to  tell  you  aU  about  that  anon.  Our 
breakfast  was  a  hurried  one.  Joe  had  done  him- 
self full  justice — he  most  always  does — but  we 
were  anxious  for  our  first  rise,  and  were  soon 
clambering  down  over  the  piers,  seeking  the 
favourite  spots,  Mrs.  S.  seating  herself  above  us 
to  share  our  sport.  The  day  and  the  stage  of 
water  were  both  in  our  favour,  and  our  expecta- 
tions were  ranged  accordingly. 

The  first  cast  I  made  I  struck  the  top  log  of  a 
pier  with  my  tail  fly,  and,  while  I  was  gazing  at  a 
broken  tip,  had  the  supreme  satisfaction  of  seeing 
Charlie  net  a  21b.  trout  a  short  distance  from  me  ; 
but,  as  the  said  Charlie  had  always  insisted  that  I 
would  break  my  neck,  I  viewed  this  slight  disaster 
with  complacency.  Adjusting  a  new  tip,  and 
taking  a  better  survey  of  my  background,  ray  next 
cast  was  made  successful,  and  before  my  flies  had 
hardly  touched  the  water  a  trout  rose  to  each.  I 
struck  and  hooked  them  both.  So  sudden  and 
unexpected  was  this  response  to  my  invitation 
that  nothing  but  the  sharp  click  of  the  _  reel 
brought  me  to  my  senses.  Round  the  pool  in  a 
circle  they  dashed  like  a  pair-  of  circus  horses ; 
once,  twice,  thi-ee  times,  did  they  foUow  each 
other,  swift  as  the  wind,  in  the  same  pathway ; 
then  for  a  moment,  as  if  pausing  to  consider  the 
situation,  they  halted,  sank  to  the  bottom,  and 
sulked.  "  Are  they  gone  ? "  echoed  a  voice  from 
above.  "  Not  much,"  was  the  reply,  as  I  wiped  a 
little  tar  and  perspiration  from  my  brow ;  "  merely 
giving  us  both  a  breathing  spell."  Before  the 
words  were  fairly  uttered  they  were  up  and  at  it 
again.  For  full  fifteen  minutes  I  played  those 
two  trout ;  they  were  beauties,  mettlesome  and 
gamey  as  one  could  wish  ;  but  the  little  7oz.  rod 
was  too  much  for  them,  and  they  at  last  "  threw 


up  the  sponge."  My  skilful  guide  succeeded  in 
netting  them  both ;  they  weighed  very  nearly 
\h\h.  each,  and  were  splendid  fish. 

Three  times  that  morning  did  I  repeat  that 
catch,  and  the  six  trout  did  not  differ  in  weight 
more  than  :ilb.  Charlie  was  equally  successful  in 
point  of  numbers,  but  did  not  have  quite  so  good 
luck  on  his  "pairs."  We  cast  about  the  dam 
until  nearly  eleven,  when,  as  is  the  usual  custom, 
we  repaired  to  the  camp  to  enjoy  our  lunch. 

"  Well,  old  SteYcns,"  said  Charlie,  "  this  is 
pretty  good  sport.  Smashed  your  tip,  didn't 
you  P  " 

"  Should  say  so." 

"  Bad  P  " 

"  Not  very." 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE   SCOTTISH  TROUT  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


[We  have  great  pleasure  in  reprinting  this  special 
report  of  the  meeting  of  April  28,  and  in  giving  a 
portrait  of  the  President  of  the  new  association,  the 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.  We  hope  the 
association  may  be  a  great  success. — Editor  F.  G.]. 

ENTHUSIASTIC  MEETING  IN 
EDINBURGH. 
In  our  issue  of  April  9  we  called  attention  to 
an  effort  which  was  being  made  to  form  an 
association    to    foster    Scottish    trout  fishers" 
interests. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  preliminary 
meeting  have  been  busy  stirring  up  the  angling 
community  in  Scotland,  and  the  result  of  their 
labours  was  seen  in  the  large  and  representative 
gathering  of  anglers  which  assembled  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  28th  ult.,  in  the  Masonic  Hall, 
Edinbm-gh,  to  discuss  the  proposal  to  form  such 
an  association. 

The  Right  Hon.  TVIitchell  Thomson,  Lord 
Provost  of  Edinburgh,  presided,  and  he  was 
accompanied  to  the  platform  by  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  Bai-t.,  M.P. ;  Col.  Haig  of  Bemersyde, 
John  Smai-t,  S.S.C. ;  A.  O.  M.  Mackenzie, 
advocate;  A.  H.  Laidlay,  J.  L.  Anderson, 
Cupar;  J.  Lyon  Hamilton,  P.  D.  Malloch, 
Perth;  J.  O.  Kemp,  adocate,  &c.  Apologies 
were  intimated  from  the  Lord  Advocate,  Sir 
T.  D.  Gibson  Carmichael,  Bart.,  M.P. ;  Robert 
Cox,  M.P.;  Walter  Thorbum,  M.P. ;  George 
G.  TurnbuU  of  Abbey  St.  Bathans,  E.  Sandys 
Lumsdaine  of  Blaneme,  J.  L.  Campbell 
Swinton  of  Kimmerghame,  T.  J.  S.  Roberts, 
Abbotsford  House ;  J.  A.  Hai-vie-Brown  of  Duni- 
pace,  Surgeon-Gen.  Bidie,  Bridge  of  AUan ;  the 
Rev.  George  Marjoribanks,  Stenton  ;  Sheriff 
Orphoot,  Councillor  Mortimer,  J.  J.  Armistead, 
Solway  Fisheries;  J.  Birker  Duncan,  W.S. ;  J. 
Hope  Finlay,  W.S. ;  J.  A.  Trail,  W.S. ;  D.  B. 
MacGregor,  secretary  National  Angling  Clubs; 
George  W.  Constable,  Traquair ;  John  Mack, 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  and  others. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  in  a  humorous  epistle,  wrote 
that  if  they  could  catch  a  man  fishing  from 
October  1  to  March  1  they  should  duck  and 
nearly  drown  him,  and  if  they  caught  him  fishing 
with  salmon  roe  they  should  drown  him  outright. 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  proceedings, 
said  that  if  there  was  one  thing  more  certain  than 
another  it  was  that  we  very  seldom  tired  of  the 
joys  of  oui-  youth  ;  and  having  been  a  keen  angler 
all  his  days,  it  gave  him  very  great  pleasure  to  see 
present,  despite  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
such  a  large  attendance ;  but  he  was  not  sm-prised, 
as  fishers  could  face  any  storm  of  wind  or  rain. 
(Applause.)  Sir  H.  Maxwell  did  not  require  an 
introduction  to  an  Edinburgh  audience,  more 
particularly  an  audience  of  fishermen.  He  was 
one  of  our  best  known  Scottish  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  had  shown  his  interest  in  trout 
fishing  by  endeavouring,  unfortunately  without 
success,  to  get  the  Close  Time  Bill  passed  last 
Session.  (Applause.) 

Sir  H.  Maxwell,  in  moving  the  first  resolu- 
tion, said  there  was  only  one  sentence  in  the 
chairman's  speech  with  which  he  could  not  agree, 
and  that  was  the  one  in  which  he  (the  Lord 
Provost)  said  a  man  generally  adhered  to  the 
pastimes  of  his  youth.  Now  he  (Sir  H.  Maxwell) 
had  in  his  younger  days  been  fond  of  hunting, 
shooting,  and  the  baUi-oom.  But  all  that  had 
passed  away,  and  he  had  now  to  confess  himself 
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only  a  keen  angler.  (Applause.)  He  need 
hardly  say  how  mucli  pleasure  it  gave  him  to 
be  there  that  evening,  addressing  siich  a  large 
and  representative  gathering  of  Scottish  anglers. 
An  American  critic  had  given  his  definition  of  an 
angler  as  "  a  man  who  goeth  forth  in  the 
morning  full  of  hope,  and  returneth  at  even- 
tide full  of  whisky,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him." 
(Laughter.)  Well,  they  all  knew  how  false  that 
was.  If  they  wanted  examples  of  the  three 
Christian  virtues — Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity — 
where  would  they  find  them  better  exemplified 
than  in  the  fisherman  ?  (Laughter.)  In  regard 
to  "  faith,"  look  at  the  tremendous  yarns  they 
were  asked  to  swallow  without  turning  a  hair  ; 
and  did  not  the  "  hope  "  of  slaying  some  finny 
monster  buoy  them  up  during  the  whole  fishing 
season?  He  was  not  quite  so  sure  about 
"  charity,"  for  it  must  be  confessed  that  when  you 
saw  the  wave  of  your  neighbour's  rod  in  the  rays 
of  the  morning  sun,  fishing  those  pools  on  which 
you  intended  to  have  first  cast,  the  last  named 


present  day,  or,  at  least,  the  baskets  of  the  future 
covdd  be  made  as  large  as  of  yore.  It  behoved  them , 
as  prudent  men,  and  men  interested  in  angling,  to 
see  whether  they  could  not  exert  themselves  to 
preserve  that  source  of  amusement  and  healthful 
recreation  for  the  masses  of  the  people  which  they 
ought  so  highly  to  appreciate,  and  with  which 
Nature  had  so  bountifully  endowed  their  land, 
Within  the  last  forty  years  the  artificial  propaga- 
tion of  the  trout  had  attained  a  high  degree  of 
perfection,  and  there  was  no  fear  of  a  failure  of 
supply.  The  present  state  of  things  in  Scotland 
could  not  be  allowed  to  go  on,  while  no  one  could 
be  expected  to  stock  streams  with  trout  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poachers.  He  might  remind  them 
that  a  few  years  ago  a  similar  state  of  matters 
existed  in  England.  There  they  were  not  so  weU 
off  as  regards  trout  fishing;  but  Parliament 
stepped  in,  and,  by  providing  suitable  close 
times,  preserved  to  the  many  thousands  of 
English  anglers  the  enjoyment  of  their  sport, 
which  was  principally  pursued  among  coai-se 


The  Eight  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  E.  Maxwell,  Bart. 

(Presul  lit  0/  the  .Swllis/,  Trout  Anglas'  Association.) 


virtue  was,  as  a  rule,  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 
They  had  not  come  there,  however,  in  any  spirit 
of  joking.  They  had  serious  business  on  hand  ; 
business,  too,  which  was  likely  to  be  of  the  very 
greatest  service  to  their  fellow-countrymen. 
Many  years  ago  he  was  very  much  amused 
at  the  way  in  which  a  northern  wit- 
ness before  a  House  of  Lords  com- 
mittee gave  his  evidence:  "My  lords  and 
gentlemen,"  he  said,  "  it's  a  weel  kent  fact  in  oor 
country  that  whaur  there's  nae  watter  there  can 
be  nae  fish."  (Laughter.)  Well,  they  had  arrived 
at  a  somewhat  different  state  of  matters,  for 
although  they  had  plenty  of  water,  they  had  very 
few  fish.  They  seldom  got  the  baskets  that  used 
to  be  secured  by  Tom  Stoddart,  "  Christopher 
JNorth,  and  the  "Practical  Angler,"  and  the 
reasons  were  many.  For  one  thing,  anglers  in  the 
^st  forty  years  had  increased  one  hundredfold. 
But  if  they  would  only  take  the  proper  means,  the 


fish.  In  supporting  the  Close  Time  Bill,  he 
(Sir  Herbert)  had  no  personal  interest,  for  while 
there  was  no  close  time  as  far  as  regards  most  of 
Scotland,  the  waters  owned  by  him  being  on  the 
Solway,  came  under  the  association  there,  and  the 
trout  were  allowed  to  breed  in  peace.  He  had  not 
much  faith  in  "  free  "  fishing,  being  of  opinion 
that  the  throwing  open  of  aU  waters  indiscrimi- 
nately, would  simply,  sooner  or  later,  bring  about 
the  extinction  of  the  fish  in  them.  Let  them 
endeavour  by  united  action  to  improve  the  trout 
fishing  in  Scotland  by  beneficial  legislation,  and 
every  other  means  in  their  power.  He  had  much 
pleasure  in  moving  that  an  association,  to  be 
called  the  Scottish  Anglers'  Association,  shall  be 
formed,  the  object  of  which  shall  be  to  promote 
the  interest  of  trout  fishing. 

_Mr.  R.  Burns  Begg,  Kinross,  in  seconding, 
said  he  spoke  for  a  large  section  of  the  anglers  c  n 
the  banks  of  Loch  Leven.   He  gave  one  or  two 


instances  of  glaring  poaching  when  the  trout 
were  ascending  the  streams  from  Loch  Leven  to 
spawn,  and  said  there  was  no  need  to  impress  the 
utility  of  the  association  upon  Fifeshire  anglers. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  to  the  meeting  and 
carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  Smart,  S.S.C.,  in  moving  that  the 
association  shall  use  every  endeavour  to  have  a 
Bill  passed  by  which  a  close  time  for  yellow  trout 
shall  be  enacted  for  Scotland,  and  shall  use  its 
influence  to  have  the  existing  law  affecting  trout 
fishing  duly  enforced,  dwelt  particularly  upon  the 
harm  done  by  "  guddling  "  and  "  raking  "  in  many 
streams. 

He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Gorbon  Mason, 
who  mentioned  that  on  writing  Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh  (Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland)  as  to 
receiving  a  deputation  re  the  Close  Time  Bill,  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Leith  Hay,  Lord 
Balfour's  secretary,  saying  that  Lord  Balfour 
was  averse  to  receiving  a  deputation,  because  he 
was  thoroughly  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  it  was 
needless  to  interview  him  on  the  subject.  Sir  T. 
Gibson  Carmichael  (M.P.  for  Midlothian)  had 
likewise  offered  to  back  Sir  H.  Maxwell's  Bill  on 
the  next  occasion  on  which  it  should  be  brought 
in.  (Cheers.) 

The  motion  was  passed  without  a  dissentient 
voice.  Sir  H.  Maxwell  remarking  that  they  had 
only  to  persuade  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  that 
they  had  votes  behind  them  to  assure  the  Bill 
becoming  law. 

Mr.  A.  O.  Mackenzie,  advocate,  moved  that 
the  association  may  take  cognisance  of  cases  of 
pollution  of  rivers  and  lochs  by  bringing  these 
under  the  notice  of  the  government,  the  county 
councils,  Local  Government  Board,  and  other 
responsible  officials.  He  spoke  of  the  mighty 
factor  pollution  was  in  the  destruction  of  trout. 

Mr.  Stirling,  Haddington,  in  seconding, 
created  some  amusement  by  his  references  to  the 
Pow  Burn,  which,  whatever  it  may  have  been  in 
past  ages,  is  at  the  present  moment  a  covered  in 
sewer.    The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  St.  Clair,  Musselburgh,  seconded  by 
Mr.  P.  Boa,  Midlothian  Angling  Club,  moved  that 
the  association  shall  have  power  by  lease  or 
arrangement  to  increase  the  area  of  fishing  water 
available  to  the  public,  and  this  was  cordially 
adopted. 

The  fifth  resolution,  that,  for  the  promotion  of 
social  intercourse  among  anglers,  and  to  assist  in 
carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  association,  clubs 
niay  be  formed  in  connection  with  it  in  the 
different  angling  centres ;  said  clubs  to  acquire 
suitable  premises  for  their  own  use,  and  upon 
certain  terms  for  the  use  of  the  association, 
was  proposed  by  Professor  Stan  field,  who 
pointed  out  that  while  the  angler  is  not  over  keen 
for  company  by  the  waterside,  and  likes  to  have 
the  pools  to  himself,  as  instanced  by  Sir  H. 
Maxwell,  at  eventide,  or  when  not  on  angling 
intent,  he  is  a  most  convivial  personage.  Mr. 
Wilson,  Markinch,  who  seconded,  remarked  that 
the  association  could  be  a  central  body  to  which 
the  clubs  might  become  affiliated. 

Sir  H.  Maxwell  here  drew  attention  to  the 
fine  saloon  possessed  by  the  Piscatorial  Society  in 
the  Holborn  Restaurant,  London,  and  indicated 
how  the  association  might  have  headquarters  on 
somewhat  similar  lines.  The  resolution,  like  its 
predecessors,  was  carried  enthusiastically. 

'It  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  D.  Fraser,  author 
of  "  The  Riverside  Rambles  of  an  Edinburgh 
Angler,"  to  tackle  the  motion  referring  to  finance, 
and  in  proposing  that  the  subscription  be  2s.  6d., 
he  said  the  meeting  would  scarcely  have  been 
Scotch  without  a  retiring  collection.  He  was  sure 
that  in  the  opinion  of  most  present  2s.  6d.  was  far 
too  little.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  DuPF,  of  the  Sporting  League,  seconded, 
and,  needless  to  say,  the  resolution  became  the 
finding  of  the  meeting. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Gordon  Mason,  the 
following  were  appointed  office  bearers  :  President, 
the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P. ; 
vice-presidents,  the  Right  Hon.  Mitchell  Thomp- 
son.  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh  ;  Prof.  Glaister, 
Glasgow;  Dr.  T.  F.  Spence,  Edinburgh;  R. 
Burns  Begg,  Esq.,  Kinross;  R.  Wilson,  Esq., 
West  of  Scotland  AC;  J.  B.  Mills,  Esq., 
Dundee. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Sir  H.  Maxwell,  Mr. 
Gordon  Mason's  own  name  was  added  to  above, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  bearing  testimony 
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to  the  earnest  and  energetic  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Mason  and  Mr.  And.  Smith  had  devoted  their 
time  and  services  to  the  formation  of  the 
association. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  as  a 
committee,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number 
until  twenty-five  be  reached,  the  idea  being  to 
have  representatives  from  the  whole  of  Scotland : 
Professor  Stanfield,  Edinburgh  Saturday  A.C. ; 
Messrs.  J.  Stirling,  Haddington;  P.  Boa,  Mid- 
lothian A.C. ;  W.  H.  Gibb,  Waverley  A.C. ;  P.  D. 
Malloch,  Perth;  J.  Stewart,  Buckland  A.C; 
W.  B.  Friend;  A.  Saddler,  Alyth;  Geo.  Pople, 
Perth;  W.  Wilson,  Markinch;  L.  S.  Spence, 
Edinburgh  A.C. ;  R.  Roberts,  Midlothian  A.C. ; 
J.  St.  Clair,  Musselburgh;  Wm.  Rankin, 
Glasgow;  J.  A.  Muirhead,  Bridge  of  Weir;  D. 
Fraser,  Edinburgh  Satiirday  A.C. ;  R.  S.  Muir, 
West  of  Scotland  A.C. ;  H.  Hutchinson,  Loch 
Lomond  Angling  Association ;  G.  D.  B.  Shepherd 
and  W.  Carl  Lesh,  Edinburgh. 

Since  the  inaugural  meeting  the  association  has 
lost  no  time  in  getting  itself  into  thorough 
working  order,  and  already  its  presence  as  a 
beneficial  factor  is  beginning  to  be  recognised  in 
most  of  the  angling  centres.  The  Cupar  Associa- 
tion, for  instance,  whose  recent  prosecution  and 
conviction  of  salmon  roe  poachers  comes  as 
welcome  news  to  those  who  have  too  often  seen 
the  law  openly  defied,  has  agreed  to  give  the 
national  body  its  cordial  support,  more  particularly 
as  regards  the  proper  protection  of  streams  in 
Fjfeshire. 

A  brief  sketch  of  the  lines  on  which  the  asso- 
ciation will,  in  all  probability,  be  conducted 
should  prove  interesting.  Some  idea  of  these 
may  be  conveyed  by  the  following  excerpts  from 
the  rules,  as  drawn  up  tentatively  by  the  com- 
mittee : 

1.  Two  ordinary  general  meetings  of  the  asso- 
ciation are  to  be  held  in  each  year,  in  May  and 
October  respectively,  at  which  the  committee 
wiU  submit  a  report  of  the  work  done  during  the 
previous  haK-year.  At  the  May  meeting  they 
win  also  submit  a  balance-sheet.  Such  meetings 
will  be  [  called  by  circulars  issued  at  least  one 
clear  week  before  their  dates,  and  signed  by  the 
secretary.  No  two  or  more  ordinary  general 
meetings  are  to  be  held  consecutively  within  the 
same  county. 

2.  The  committee  vrill  have  power  to  appoint 
secretaries  in  any  districts  of  Scotland.  They 
are  to  be  called  "  district  secretaries,"  and  their 
duties,  which  will  be  confined  to  their  own 
districts,  will  be :  (1)  To  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  association  all  cases  which  fall  within  the 
scope  of  its  objects ;  (2)  to  make  such  recom- 
mendations as  they  may  see  fit ;  (3)  to  use  their 
endeavour  to  increase  the  membership  of  the 
association,  to  collect  the  subscriptions  of  mem- 
bers, and  forward  these  to  the  treasurer ;  and  (4) 
generally,  to  work  for  the  objects  of  the  associa- 
tion. When  possible  they  are  to  be  members  of 
the  committee  of  management. 

Membeeship. 

3.  The  annual  subscription  to  the  association 
falls  due  on  May  1  in  each  year,  and  any  member 
who  has  not  paid  within  two  months  from  that 
date  will  be  held  to  have  left  the  association. 
Such  member  may,  however,  be  re-admitted  upon 
written  application,  and  payment  of  the  sum  due, 
to  the  treasurer.  The  admission  of  members 
will  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  committee. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  association  is  to  be 
held  at  an  early  date  in  Glasgow,  and  at  it  the 
constitution,  &c.,  will  be  finally  adjusted.  It  is 
not  at  all  probable,  however,  that  the  above 
extracts  will  be  altered  to  any  great  extent  at 
least. 

The  secretary,  Mr.  Andrew  Smith,  44,  Lea- 
mington-terrace, Edinburgh,  will  be  glad  to  give 
the  fullest  information  regarding  the  association 
and  its  objects ;  while  the  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Gibb,  28,  George-street,  will  be  only  too  delighted 
to  enrol  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  (and  ladies 
likewise),  provided  always  that  they  are  anglers  in 
the  true  sense  of  the  word,  and  that  their  appli- 
cations are  accompanied  by  the  humble  but 
necessary  half-crown. 

Surely  a  new  ei-a  is  dawning  for  trout  fishing  in 
Scotland,  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  ask  all 
who  love  trout  fishing  to  lend  a  hand  if  they  can. 

We  shall  be  delighted  to  report  progress  from 
time  to  time. 


NEWBUEY  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


"  Japhet  in  search  of  a  Father ;  "  Piscator  in 
search  of  fishing !  These  two  expressions  how 
different  in  meaning,  yet  how  akin  in  fact !  Poor 
Piscator  is  indeed  a  wanderer  in  these  days  when 
nearly  every  other  man  you  meet  is  a  fisherman. 
The  good  old  days  of  free  fishing,  days  of  quiet 
streams  and  deserted  ponds,  are,  alas  !  no  more. 
Every  landowner  whose  land  is  fortunate  enough 
to  surround  either  a  noble  lake,  an  unpretentious 
pond,  or  humble  dyke,  can  now  command  his 
price  for  the  privilege  of  fishing  therein.  Luckier 
stUl  the  individual  through  whose  meadows  a 
trout  stream  flows  ;  neither  does  it  matter  much 
if  it  be  the  ideal  "  silver  rippling  "  with  "  clear 
and  gravelly  bed,"  or  of  "the  silent  weedy  and 
muddy  "  order,  so  long  as  it  is  trout  bearing  it 
will  command  its  price  accordingly.  In  times  not 
so  long  ago  it  was  possible  to  pack  one's  tackle 
and  be  off  for  an  afternoon's  fly  fishing  within 
twenty  miles  of  London,  and  have  a  fairly 
successful  afternoon,  having  spent  but  a  moderate 
sum  in  expenses.  Now  look  round  and  tell  me, 
iinless  you  are  the  happy  proprietor,  or  have  a 
share  in  a  costly  piece  of  water,  how  are  yon  to 
get  even  moderate  sport?    There  appears  but 


one  guinea,  to  the  whole  of  the  watera  ;  lOs.  6d., 
with  an  entrance  fee  of  10s.  6d  ,  for  the  Kennet 
and  Avon  Canal ;  Ss.  day  tickets  to  the  whole  of 
the  water.  The  hon.  secretary's  address  is— 
Mr.  Broome  Pinniger,  jun..  Market-place, 
Newbury.  F.  G.  H. 


ZEBRA  TROUT. 

"  The  next  day  I  was  to  enjoy  a  new  experience, 
for  we  fished  a  larger  stream,  in  New  Jersey,  in 
which  a  cross-bred  trout  had  been  planted.  In 
England  these  fish  are  called  zebra  trout,  and  are 
a  cross  between  our  common  brook  trout  and  the 
brown  trout.  They  are  mules,  but  in  Europe 
they  are  crossed  and  planted  annually  in  some 
waters  simply  for  the  fine  fishing  they  afford. 
They  rise  to  the  fly  earlier  in  the  season  than  the 
native  trout,  and  they  make  a  better  fight,  because 
when  hooked,  and  in  taking  the  hook,  they  come 
out  of  the  water. 

"  Perhaps  it  will  be  as  well  for  me  to  explain 
that  when  I  say  that  the  cross  between  the  brown 
trout  and  native  brook  trout  is  a  mule,  that  it 
does  not  breed,  I  have  reference  to  experiments 
made  at  the  hatching  stations  of  the  Fisheries, 
Game,  and  Forest  Commission  of  New  York. 
Males  have  been  found  with  milt,  but  no  females 
with  eggs. 


Some  of  the  Co.mmittee  of  the  Newbury  Angling  Association. 


one  way  to  the  possessor  of  a  modest  pocket,  and 
that  is  to  join  a  club. 

Now  of  clubs  there  are  plenty,  of  all  sorts  and 
descriptions,  some  for  fly  fishing  only,  some  for 
coarse  fishing  only,  others  for  both,  all  of  them 
good  and  genuine  cliibs. 

Happening  to  be  in  the  charming  neighbour- 
hood of  Newbury  the  other  day,  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  fall  (camera  in  hand)  upon  the  com- 
mittee of  the  local  piscatorial  association  engaged 
upon  their  fine  stream,  the  Lambourne.  Never 
having  seen  a  committee  of  this  very  practical 
description  before,  I  was  only  too  delighted  to 
"  snap  "  the  opportunity,  and  give  my  results  of 
these  very  hard  working  and  energetic  gentlemen 
to  the  piscatorial  public.  In  justice  to  these  said 
gentlemen,  I  must  admit  that  they,  one  and  all, 
appeared  to  heartily  enjoy  their  work,  and  did  it 
in  such  a  workmanlike  manner,  that  proved  they 
were  no  novices  at  the  game. 

I  gleaned  from  their  courteous  hon.  secretary 
the  following  particulais  of  their  water  :  There 
is  about  half  a  mile  of  trout  fishing  (only)  in  the 
Lambourne,  which  opened  on  May  1,  the  limit 
size  takable  being  12in.  There  are  about  five  miles 
of  mixed  fishing  in  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal 
(which  opened  for  fly  fishing  on  May  1),  coarse 
fishing  opening  on  June  16.  The  subscription  to  the 
association  is  one  guinea,  with  an  entrance  fee  of 


"  In  Europe  the  hybrid  is  called  zebra  and 
leopard  trout,  the  latter  being  a  cross  between  the 
Lochleven  and  our  native  brook  trout.  What  is 
called  a  straan  hybrid,  that  is  a  cross  between 
our  trout  (Fontinalis)  and  the  Scotch  char 
(S.  struanensis),  wiU  breed,  both  being  chars  ;  but 
the  cross  between  trout  {Salvia)  and  char 
(Salvelinus)  will  not,  in  such  experiments  as  have 
been  made  in  this  State  of  which  I  have  know- 
ledge, although  Day  has,  I  think,  recorded  that  a 
cross  between  Americaa  brook  ti-ont  and  Loch- 
leven trout  has  proven  fertile ;  but  as  I  recall  the 
experiments  at  Howietoun  without  looking  them 
up,  the  hybrids  were  old,  weakly,  and  many  mis- 
shapen monstrosities  among  them,  so  that  com- 
paratively few  of  the  fry  survived. 

"  The  zebra  trout  that  we  caught  in  New  Jersey 
were  beautiful  fish,  and  they  came  to  the  fly  with 
a  rush  and  dash  that  was  satisfying  to  the 
angler.  On  the  table  some  of  them  compared 
favourably  with  the  native  brook  trout,  but  as  a 
rule  their  flesh  was  light  coloured,  and  some  were 
soft  and  tasteless ;  but  I  hope  to  try  them  again 
with  fly  and  on  the  table,  the  latter  undei'  more 
avourable  conditions.  Certainly  one  cannot  ask 
for  a  more  game  trout  than  the  zebra ;  they  are 
longer  and  more  slim  than  a  brook  trout,  and  if 
their  fighting  qualities  improve  with  warmer 
water  and  greater  amount  of  food,  I  shall  not 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 


ivk    Pm\/r"RTKr  A  TTflXr   outside  gabardine   ^  both  Fabrics  ) 

111   UUlYliJiiN  ii  i  lUil    inside  WOOL  TWEEDS  3  WEATHERPROOPED  ^  ^^T^^^- 

PROOFIESSv  -  NATURAL  VENTILATION. 


Built  on  this  plan,  i.e.,  a  wool  foundation,  a  healthful  natural  warmth  is 
maintained,  so  that  the  angler  experiences  in  this  dress  complete  in- 
difference to  weather,  temperature,  or  climate. 


The  neutral  shades  of  Gabardine 
are  pronounced  by  experts  perfect 
for  rendering  the  Sportsman  in- 
visible to  the  quarry. 

The  resistance  which  it  offers  to 
the  insinuating  fish-hooic  makes 
Gabardine    indispensable   to  the 
Angler. 

Lightness,  combined  with  great 
weather-resisting  and  hard- 
wearing  qualities,  place  Gabardine 
in  the  forefront  as  a  material  for 
every  kind  of  sport. 


"  Bain  stands  on  it  in  beads  like  quicksilver, 
shaken  off  at  the  first  movement.  We  have  tested 
the  garments  thoroughly." — The  Lancet. 

"  All  weathers  are  equalised,  the  body  never 
overheated,  and  chills  and  their  discomforts 
avoided." — The  Fishing  Gazette. 

"There  is  nothing  better  adapted  for  outdoor 
sports  and  exercise." — The  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
Ne^cs. 

"  Bains  can  be  defied  without  discomfort  .  .  .  . 
the  ventilating  qualities  of  woollen  fabrics  are 
maintained  intact." — British  Medical  Journal. 


THE  "BURBERRY  " 
SUIT. 

UTMOST  FREEDOM-PERFECT  PROTECTION. 


THE  SLIP=ON  CAPE 

UTMOST  PROTECTION-PERFECT  FREEDOM, 


.E3SS  OI^IHTIOKTS. 

"  PracticaUy  waterproof,  perfectly  self-ventilating,  impervious  to  thorns  or  fish-hooks,  as  comfortable  in  wear  as  homespuns."— J'isAm^  Gazette. 
"  During  two  or  three  days  fishing  they  kept  out  the  wet,  were  comfortable,  and  did  not  cause  perspiration."— Field. 


1898  Gabardines  include  many  new  sJiades,  and  mark  an  important  advance  in  tropical  Airylight, 
which  has  now  strength  and  thorn  resistance  up  to  Summer  standard. 


BURBERRYS, 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON, 

BASINGSTOKE. 


in  WEATHERPROOF  KIT. 


Experts 

n   A      A  "Gabardine"  and  "Urber" 

rBtBlltBBS      Combines,  The  Eqni-Pede, 

Burberry  Coats,  Ac. 
CMOn/s/fe^e  'o""  Shooting,  Fishing,  Golfing, 
w/fVCrfaffala  Polo,  Yachting,    OycKng,  and 
Baoing  Qarments. 
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wonder  that  the  anglers  of  Great  Britain  cultivate 
them  for  fishing." — A.  Nelson  Cheney,  in  Foresi 
and  Stream. 

[We  have  not  heard  of  much  being  done  in  this 
country  in  the  way  of  stocking  waters  with  zebra 
troiit.  The  late  Mr.  T.  Andrews  and  the  late  Sir 
James  Maitland  made  some  experiments  in 
crossing  S.  fontinalis  and  S.  fario,  but  we  know 
no  water  which  has  been  stocked  with  them. — 
Ed.]  


The  "  Nineteenth  Century  "  for  June  will 
contain  an  article  on  our  wheat  supplies,  and  the 
need  of  a  national  reserve  of  wheat,  by  R.  B. 
Mars  ton. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

tS°  River  Reporters  who  want  forma  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Kemarks.  —  Iu  a  little 
short  of  three  weeks  the  general  angling  season  will  have 
commenced,  and  the  great  army  of  anglers  will  then  take 
.  undisputed  possession  of  our  metropolitan  river,  which  has 
for  some  time,  and  with  so  far  very  little  sucoess,  been 
occupied  by  the  anglers  for  trout,  but  in  their  case  the 
only  obetacle  has  been  the  character  and  condition  of  the 
water.  It  is,  however,  satisfactory  to  know,  as  far  as  the 
general  anglers  are  concerned,  the  principil  members  of 
the  finny  tribe  have  reirly  finished  their  domestic  duties, 
and  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  have  been  accomplished  in 
a  very  satisfactory  manner.  Complaints  are  beginning  to 
be  received  in  reference  to  the  excessive  speed  in  which 
the  steamboats  travel  on  the  liver,  and  in  a  letter  I 
recBived  last  week  from  one  of  our  old  professional  fisher- 
men he  says  :  "  I  was  thrown  upon  my  back  on  Monday 
with  the  wash  of  one  of  the  Oxford  boats,  and  the  surf 
came  right  over  my  punt.  I  am  sorry  to  say  my  back 
still  piiiisme  very  much."  William  Milbourne,"  from  East 
Molesey,  writing  on  Tuesday  last,  says;  "  Since  I  wrote 
you  last  week  we  have  not  done  anything  with  the  trout, 
but  whilst  fishing  for  them  there  has  been  a  great  many 
barbel  taken  up  to  91b.  each.  I  have  kept  a  sharp  look 
out  to  see  that  none  of  them  have  been  kept,  but  all 
returned  to  the  river  again.  The  barbel,  chub,  and  roach 
have  nearly  all  done  spawning,  and  will  soon  drop  from 
the  weirs.  The  water  up  to  yesterday  has  risen  2ft.,  and 
come  down  very  thick.  The  weirs  are  all  drawn,  and  I 
hope  it -n ill  make  it  good  for  the  general  fishing."  The 
nights  have  been  very  cold,  and  altogether,  with  an  easterly 
wind,  I  am  afraid  the  trout  season  will  end  in  a  very  un- 
satisfactory manner,  as  it  wiU  require  a  decided  change  to 
get  the  river  in  proper  trim  for  the  trout  fishers. — B. 

  (Datchet).— "A  splendid  water  is  running.  The 

river  on  the  2.5th  was  extremely  high,  so  the  trouting 
ought  to  look  up  a  bit.  I  siw  two  rise  just  outside  my 
raft  yesterday.  There  has  been  none  caught  here,  but  I 
hope  to  do  a  bit  the  next  few  days,  and  not  go  very  far 
for  them  either.    Water  will  be  splendid.— G.  Lumsden. 

  (Lechlade,  &c.). — The  heavy  raias  have  put  a 

good  head  of  water  on  in  this  district,  and  as  soon  as  the 
water  clears,  which  it  does  very  i-apidly,  there  should  be, 
with  the  May  Fly  rise,  some  good  trout  taken  iu  the  St. 
John's  Bridge,  Hart's  Weir,  and  Eadoot  waters.  Up  to 
the  present  time  trouting  items  have  been  particularly 
quiet.  Only  here  and  there  can  I  hear  of  anything  like  a 
good  fish  being  killed.  The  floating  Egyptian  Goose, 
Summer  Duck,  Orange  Buzzer,  and  Red  Soldier  Palmer 
should  lure  a  trout  or  two  during  Whitsuntide,  but  I 
expect  the  majority  will  stick  to  spinning  with  bleak, 
although  1  feel  perfectly  sure  some  good  fish  could  be 
taken  with  the  artificial  fly.  Weather  dull  and  overcast, 
and  looks  like  more  rain. — Rambler. 

- —  (Windsor  District).— A  full  river  and  not  too 
bright  is  flowing  now,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  a  fish  baing 
taken  during  the  past  week,  though  the  weather  has  been 
in  favour  of  trouting.  As  the  pleasure  traffic  has  increased, 
anglers  should  lose  no  time.  As  it  is,  there  is  little 
tlsasure  in  fishing  between  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m,  though 
early  morning  a  good  time,  but  dusk  of  eventide  better. 
Extraordinary  rise  in  river ;  coming  down  thick,  and  big 
current.  At  Eton  College  yesterday  there  was  a  rise 
above  summer  level  of  2ft.  6in.  Anglers  for  trout  should 
watch  it  just  when  clearing. — B.  R.  B. 

Ancholme  District.— The  weather  remains  sd  cold 
that  few  aquatic  flies  are  hatching.  The  best  are  the 
Alder  and  Checkwing.  A  few  land  flies  come  out  in  the 
occasional  sunshine.  The  chief  of  these  are  the  Hawthcrn 
and  Black  Gnat,  but  they  are  as  yet  not  very  numerous. 
I  had  my  first  turn  a  few  days  ago,  and  got  twelve  nice 
fish  from  a  private  water.  Three  of  these  were  just  over 
lib.  each.  My  son,  home  from  Durban,  took  sixteen  on 
another  day,  also  from  a  private  water.  Of  coarce  fish 
the  perch  are  about  done  spawning,  but  the  roach  are 
only  just  bsginning  to  do  so.— Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Coin  (East  Gloucestershire).  —  This  excellent 
trout  stream  has  been  largely  bsnefited  by  the  soaking 
rain  we  have  had  during  the  past  week,  which,  however, 
sadly  discoloured  the  water,  and  the  cold  weather  we  have 
had  will  no  doubt  check  the  May  Ply  rise  for  a  few  days. 
Still,  as  I  said  in  my  last  report,  Whitsuntide  anglers  will 
be  well  in  it.  The  Green  Drake  has  been  up  on  the  Dud- 
grove  length  near  Fairford,  for  some  days,  and  some  good 
fish  have  been  killed  here  with  the  May  Fly  ;  the  best  fish 


I  can  hear  of  at  present  beinga  2-poiiuder.  The  Fairford 
water  has  been  well  patronised  during  thn  past  fortnight. 
On  Thursday  uight  tha-J  was  a  grand  batch  out  of 
Yellow  Duns,  and  the  trout  showed  up  well  on  some 
of  the  lengths,  and  Mr.  T.  Powell,  on  this  day,  creeled 
four  brace  of  trout,  averaging  nearly  lib.  each,  and  losing 
several  other  good  fish. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — Peal  are  not  yet  running  up  the 
Camel  in  any  quantities,  and  only  a  few  are  in  the  Fowey. 
Two  were  caught  just  alo7e  Lottwithiel,  but  none  in  the 
higher  waters.  Trtut  fishing  has  been  very  good,  the 
best  basket  containing  nearly  fifty,  some  among  them 
reaching  Jib.  This  basket  was  got  on  the  Camel  by  St. 
Breward.  The  waters  have  bee  n  and  still  are  in  capital 
condition,  and  the  stock  of  trout  illimitable. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Parningham,  &c.).— After  the  flood  last 
week  some  fair  sport  was  obtained  with  the  Wiokham  and 
the  Olive.  The  water  was  very  thick  and  high  on  Saturday, 
yet  the  fish  rose  freely  at  times,  and  one  angler  was  very 
successful  on  the  Lion,  getting  four  and  a  half  brace, 
nearly  all  sizeable  fish.  I  saw  four  or  five  of  these,  and 
they_  were  from  |lb.  to  lib.  eich.  I  got  nothing  that 
evening  but  small  fish,  which  had  to  be  riturned,  but 
yesterday  I  had  a  brace  late  ia  the  evening,  one  of  which  was 
lOoz.  Among  other  incidents,  the  other  day  I  saw  a  pood 
fish  taken  which  had  another  fly  still  in  its  mouth.  The 
fly  which  landed  him  was  an  Olive.  Prospects  are  fair, 
but  the  water  is  bein?  continually  shifted  in  level  bv  the 
mills  -J.  P.  T.  " 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Sport  this  week  has 
been  about  the  average.  Trout  are  sporting  fairly  well, 
but  the  flood  spoilt  the  prospects  of  a  really  good  time.  A 
number  of  visitors  are  in  the  district,  and  baskets  have 
numbered  about  a  dozen.  Mr.  A.  H.  Ballantyne  has  been 
out  frequently,  and  Messrs.  H.  T.  Disfin,  E.  Ackrell  and 
E.  Distin  have  had  baskets  of  three  an  i  four  brace  on  each 
evening  they  have  been  on  the  river.  Mr.  Champernowne, 
of  Darlington  Hall,  has  been  getting  some  nice  sport  on 
his  own  waters.  Mr.  Revell  secured  three  brace  on 
Tuesday,  but  the  Black  Midge  had  been  on  the  river, 
which  prevents  fish  taking  in  the  daytime.  The  small 
Black  Gnat  and  small  Blue  Upright  are  killing  just  now, 
but  the  Olive  Dun  and  Alder  should  le  useful  for  the 
holidays — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  Trout  fishing  was  pro- 
viding capital  sport  when  the  flood  came  last  week,  but 
since  that  some  good  fishiog  has  been  obtained  with  the 
minnoy  and  worm.  In  the  Otter  a  number  of  nice  troi^t 
were  killed  in  those  parts  where  this  class  of  fishing  is 
not  prohibited.  The  southern  streams— the  Dai t,  Avon, 
&o.— continue  to  show  up  well,  sport  being  especially  brisk 
on  the  moorland  waters.  In  the  border  streams  there 
seems  to  be  a  quantity  of  trout,  although  in  the  Lyd 
district  anglers  are  by  no  means  numerous.  A  gentleman 
killed  an  lloz.  trout  on  the  Carey,  and  also  had  a  basket  of 
twenty,  but  numbers  rarely  go  above  two  dozen.  'The 
Maxwell  Fly  was  responsible  for  some  nice  takes  on  the 
Tamar.  Fine  fish  have  been  creeled  in  the  Eggesford 
district,  but  sport  in  the  north  is  quiet.  The  rivers 
should  be  in  good  ply  for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays,  when, 
with  fine  weather,  there  should  be  good  sport.  The 
Alders  will,  no  doubt,  be  useful  flies.  The  Dart  still 
keeps  ahead  with  regard  to  salmon  fishing,  several  more 
having  been  taken  ia  the  waters  around  Dartmeet. — 
Devonian. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 

The  rivers  are  in  grand  order  for  fishing,  thanks  to  the 
recent  rainfall.  Sport  should  be  good  for  some  little 
time  to  come. — H. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Sport  has  been  fairly  brisk  on  this 
river  during  the  week,  owing  to  having  a  fine  flood  down, 
which  thoroughly  cleansed  the  river  and  allowed  a  fine  fresh 
run  salmon  to  get  to  the  upper  reaches.  The  catches  to 
hard  ate:  Mr.  G.  Faliinbridge,  four  brace;  Mr.  J.  E. 
Leng,  four  brace  ;  Mr.  W.  Rhodes,  nine  brace  ;  Mr.  J.  P. 
Jefferson,  seven  brace  ;  Mr.  J.  Hodgson,  eight  biace  ;  Mr. 
J.  Nicholson,  eight  brace  ;  and  Mr.  R.  Baker,  three  brace. 
Pishing  with  small  sea  trout  fly  on  May  24,  Dr.  English, 
of  Sleights,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  61b.,  and  a  fresh- 
water trout  of  2^1b.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is 
in  fplendid  condition  for  angling. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— With  every  variety  of 
unpleasant  and  generally  disagreeable  weather  for  the  past 
month  or  so,  trout  fishing  has  not  been  a  great  success. 
Yesterday  (Tuesday)  the  whole  of  the  Exe  Valley  was 
under  water,  a  terrific  downpour  of  rain  following  a 
thunderstorm,  bringing  the  Exe  down  in  roaring  flood  in  a 
very  few  hours.  The  wash  out  will  do  no  harm,  but  what 
is  badly  needed  now  is  a  speU  of  settled  weather.— Red 
Palmer. 

Pen  District    (South    Lincolnshire,  &c.).— 

Glocmy  weather  and  cold  north-east  winds  are  not 
favouiable  for  trout  fishing.  Still,  that  has  been  the 
character  of  the  month  so  far,  and  we  shall  be  having  the 
season  of  the  May  Fly  before  the  fly  fishing  season  has 
really  begun.  A  few  brace  are  reported  from  the  Stam- 
ford distiict,  but  they  have  been  mostly  banked  by  bottom 
fishing.  If  Whitsuntide  be  fine  and  bright,  sport  will 
improve. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Anglers  are  a  good 
deal  disguited  with  their  chances  of  sport  this  year.  Very 
irany  have  not  been  at  the  trouble  to  procure  a  license 
this  season.  A  few  bi ace  of  trout  have  been  got  from 
the  river  by  bottom  fishing,  but  coarse  fish  come  to  hand 
more  fieely.  On  the  upper  waters  there  is  very  little 
done,  and  even  on  the  waters  towards  Southwell  captures 
are  scarce.  Some  anglers  are  thinking  of  trying  their 
luck  farther  south  during  the  holidays. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— The  weather  has 
continued  unfavourable  to  fishermen,  and  during  the 
week,  in  addition  to  the  cold  and  wet  weather  which  has 
been  the  rule,  there  have  been  several  thunderstoims, 
which  have  helped  to  render  the  fish  shy.    On  May  18, 


sixty-six  fish,  weighing  561b.  'Jo?..,  were  taken.  The  beet 
basket  of  the  day  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  who 
killed  twenty-four,  171b.  8oz.;  Captain  Garnett  killed  ten, 
71b. ;  Messrs.  Hutton,  and  Eobson,  twelve,  81b.  4oz. ;  Mr, 
Shaw,  ten.  71b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Stauden,  nine,  .".lb.  12oz.  ; 
Col.  and  Mrs.  Doncister,  seven,  61b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Burnett, 
two,  21b.  8oz.  The  best  fish  of  the  day  was  taken  by  Mr' 
Burnett,  weighing  lib.  12oz.  On  the  19th  the  weather 
was  very  bad,  and  hardly  any  fishing  was  done.  Capt. 
Garnett  killed  twelve,  81b. ;  Col.  Doncaster,  five,  41b. ; 
and  Mr.  Shaw,  two,  lib.  3oz.  All  the  other  baskets  con^ 
tained  only  one  fish  each.  On  the  20th,  Capt.  Garnett 
killed  sixteen,  101b.  13oz.  ;  Rev.  Harbord,  five,  31b.  12oz. ; 
Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  three,  21b.  8oz  ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  two', 
lib.  6:z.  On  the  21st,  Mrs.  Emmott  and  Mr.  Moss  killeel 
seven,  41b.  7oz.  ;  Col.  Doncaster,  four,  21b.  9oz. ;  and  Mr. 
R.  L.  Garnett,  two,  21b.  2oz.  On  the  23rd,  thirty-five 
fish,  weighing  251b.  8oz.,  were  sialed.  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett 
crealed  thirteen,  91b.  Soz. ;  Col.  Doncaster,  ten,  71b.  8jz.  ; 
Mrs.  Emmott  and  Mr.  Moss,  three,  21b.  2oz. ;  Col'. 
Swinden,  two,  lib.  lOoz  ;  Rev.  Harbor'l,  two,  lib.  lOoz.  • 
Mr.  Wordsworth,  two,  lib.  9oz. ;  and  Mr.  Crowther' 
three,  lib.  7oz.  On  the  21th,  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  killed 
nine,  61b.  8oz. ;  Col.  and  Mrs.  Doncaster,  five,  31b.  10  >z. ; 
Mr.  Crowther,  six,  41b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Craven,  five,  41b.  ;  Rev. 
Harbord,  four,  31b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Wordsworth,  three,  21b.  Soz. 
Very  s  nail  flies  have  been  taking  best,  the  Black  Spider 
with  gold  twist  being  about  the  most  deadly.— Long 
Drift. 

Lark  (Icklingham,  &c.).— More  seasonable  weather 
has  been  experienced  during  the  last  few  days,  quite  a 
change  from  the  cold  north-east  gales.  Quantities  of  pike 
are  being  killed  with  minnow  on  gut  tackle.  The  warm 
sunshine  is  bringing  the  eels  on  the  feed.  Mr.  H.  Best 
had  six  on  May  23,  near  Bury.  I  was  out  last  week,  and 
missed  a  good  trout  near  Flempton.  The  river  still 
remains  rather  bright.— A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lea. — Up  to  the  time  of  writing  no  sport  worth 
recording  is  reported  among  Lea  trout.  Pew  fish  have 
lately  been  seen  moving.  The  river  has  been  nicely 
freshened  up,  and  the  new  water  has  caused  the  eels  to 
bite  better.  Trout  have  been  s  len  taking  the  May  Fly  ou 
the  upper  roaches  of  the  Beane  tributary.— Izaak 
Walton. 

Leach, — This  trout  stream  has  immenssly  benefited 
by  the  heavy  rain  during  the  past  week,  and  with  fine 
weather  a  good  May  Fly  season  will  undoubtedly  be  had. 
The  trout  rise  freely  about  noon,  and  show  up  well.  The 
May  Fly  has  been  on  on  some  of  tha  lengths  for  some 
days,  aod  one  day  Mr.  Albert  lies,  on  the  Fifield  waters, 
creeled  three  brace  of  nice  trout.  Mr.  John  Barton,  on 
the  same  water,  has  been  having  some  pretty  sport.  Dr. 
Lockwood  and  Mr.  Davie  have  been  fishing  the  Lechlade 
Mill  waters  with  sport,  and  other  anglers  have  been  out 
at  Southrop  and  Little  Paringdon. — P.  L. 

Luggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— These  streams 
are  now  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
angling.  The  weather  has  been  very  bad,  and  up  to 
Tuesday  heavy  thunderstorms,  accompanied  by  heavy  rain, 
have  been  had,  and  has  caused  both  livers  to  rise  over 
2ft.,  and  in  some  placsg  they  have  been  out  on  the 
adjoining  land.  It  is  some  months  since  the  water  has 
been  so  high,  and  it  will  do  good  and  improve  th3  prospects 
of  sport,  and  will  stir  the  fish  up.  May  Fly  fishing,  it  is 
expected,  will  be  very  poor  this  year,  as  the  floods  will 
wash  them  away.    The  Pinsley  is  high  and  coloured. — 

GWYNNE. 

Lugs',   Arrow,  and   Finsley  (Kingsland).  — 

Violent  thunderstorms,  accompanied  by  hail  and  a  down- 
pour of  rain,  throughout  Sunday  and  Monday  brought  a 
bank-high  flood  cf  particularly  muddy  water  down  all 
these  s'reams,  putting  fishing  "this  week  entirely  out  of 
the  question.  A  few  May  Flies  have  appeared,  but  am 
afraid  the  bulk  has  been  destroyed.  Next  week  should  be 
the  best  for  its  use,  and  if  fine  weather  ensues  waters  will 
be  in  good  trim.  Although  yesterday  and  to-day 
(Wednesday)  have  been  fine,  the  days  are  dull,  and  the 
glass  is  low,  with  a  tendency  to  sink.  Alder  flies  and 
Yellow  Duns  are  plentiful,  and  should  the  May  Fly  fail 
will  be  found  good  substitutes. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Onny  and  Plowden  Waters  (Craven  Arms).— 
Wind  variable,  north  to  east.  Rain  every  day  since  last 
report,  wiih  heavy  thunderstorms  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday.  Rivers  in  full  flood;  over  the  banks.  Fishing 
nil.  It  is  anticipated  that  fair  sport  may  bs  had  ia  a 
week  from  now,  should  th?  elements  be  propitious.— 
Truth. 

Otter  (Tipton  St.  John's).— To-day  (May  25)  the 
river  was  considerably  coloured  and  swollen  from  the 
heavy  rains  which  fell  yesterday  up  the  country.  In  the 
shallower  parts  trout  rose  a  little  in  the  afternoon  as 
the  water  cleared.  Your  reporter  got  three  brace  here, 
weighing  31b.,  between  2  and  4  p.m.  All  were  killed  on 
the  dry  fly— a  small  dark  hackled  Blue  Upright.  Black 
Gnats  were  thick  on  the  water,  and  two  or  three  genuine 
May  Flies  were  noticed.  This  is  very  remarkable  for  the 
Otter,  but  the  same  thing  was  reported  about  this  time 
last  year.  There  is  never  any  important  rise  of  May  Fly. 
If  no  more  rain  falls,  fi:ahing  with  the  dry  fly  promises  to 
be  good  for  the  next  week  cr  so. — Heron. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.- After  the  terrific 
storm  of  Sunday  the  streams  were  very  high,  but  they 
have  cleared  themselves  with  surprising  rapidity,  and  we 
expect  them  to  be  fit  for  this  week-end's  fishing.  Last 
week  the  Iron  Blue  came  up  on  local  waters,  particularly 
on  the  Tean  brook.  Mr.  Kent  and  self  had  very  good 
sport  with  trout,  my  bag  being  five  brace  of  sizeable  fish, 
and  grayling  showed  up  to  the  little  fly.  A  few  fish  have 
also  been  taken  cn  the  Blythe,  Mr.  Alderman  Hampton 
getting  some,  but  was  much  interfered  with  by  wind  and 
rain.  A  few  odd  May  Flies  have  been  on  the  Blythe  and 
Meete.  We  don't  feel  in  a  hurry  about  the  Drake,  and 
do  not  anticipate  it  as  well,  for  some  days  to  come.  The 
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Leek  and  Moorland  Club's  length  of  the  Churnet  has 
fished  splendidly,  fish  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  being  taken;  and 
at  Wall  Grange,  baskets  of  eight  and  a  half  brace  and 
three  and  a  half  Israce  have  been  made. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Flymouth.. — We  have  just  sufficient  rain  to  keep  the 
rivers  in  good  condition,  and  some  nice  baskets  are  daily 
recorded  to  me.  One  gentleman  had  excellent  eport  on 
the  Avon.  One  basket  he  had  contained  eleven  fish,  vphich 
weighed  6Jlb.  All  these  fish  were  in  excellent  condition. 
Another  day  he  had  thirteen  fish,  weighing  4Jlb.  Fine 
trout  have  also  been  taken  on  the  higher  waters  of  the 
Walkham.  Peal  are  still  running  up,  but  not  many  have 
been  taken  as  ypt. — W.  Heabder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  Heavy  thunderstorms 
occurred  in  this  Iccility  on  Suncay  and  Monday,  and 
torrents  of  rain  fell  in  the  hilly  districts,  causing  the  river 
and  tributaries  to  rise  very  rapidly  and  considerably. 
Angling  is  consequently  at  a  standstill  for  the  present,  but 
the  storms  will  be  very  beneficial,  and  as  soon  as  the 
streams  clear  sport  should  be  good. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— On  Sunday  last  and  two  following  days  this 
neighbourhood  was  visited  by  a  succession  of  severe 
thunderstorms,  which  were  accompanied  by  violent  hail- 
storms and  very  heavy  and  prolonged  showers  of  rain,  so 
that  all  these  rivers  have  risen  much  above  their  average 
level,  and  are  all  greatly  discoloured  ;  but  the  Tanat  and 
Cain  are  very  rapidly  getting  into  fair  ccnditicn,  and  the 
V'yrnwy  will  be  so  in  a  very  few  days,  but  tho  Severn 
takes  a  longer  time  to  recover  itself,  and  as  yet  is  only  fit 
for  bottom  fishing. — VvRN'U'y. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Etivers.— Despite  the  finer 
weather  streams  and  rivers  remain  clouded.  The  rain  has 
given  the  water  a  welcome  change,  and  scoured  the  refuse 
Some  good  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Ouse.  The 
best  record_  under  notice  is  five  trout,  weighing  together 
44lb.  During  the  warmer  days  eals  are  feeding  well. 
Sport  has  been  obtained  among  the  brook  trout  in  the 
tributaries,  principally  with  worm,  as  the  water  is  too 
thick  for  spinning,  and  in  trnny  parts  densely  wooded.  A 
brace  of  nice  trout,  weighing  21b.  andlflb.,  were  taken 
from  the  Bother  on  Tuesday  below  Selham  ;  and  from  the 
upper  water  sereral  fish  of  from  Jib.  to  lib.  2oz.— F.  S. 

Taw  (North  Bevon).— Elvers  are  ia  good  order, 
plenty  of  water  and  many  fish,  but  the  sniill  fish  are  extra 
plentiful,  and  dozens  are  thrown  back.  The  large  rivers 
are  full  of  salmon,  and,  although  at  times  too  heavy  and 
discoloured,  fish  are  taken.  The  nettnen  continue  to  take 
fish  of  extra  size,  but  complain  that  fish  are  running  up  too 
fast  for  them.  Flies  for  trout :  Aseels,  Bed  Upright,  Blue 
Upright  (not  dyed),  and  Coachman.— Busty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Excsllent  sport 
with  trout  has  been  had  during  the  past  week,  and  good 
catches  have  been  made  daily.  Another  salmon  or  two 
have  also  been  taken.  The  river  is  running  a  bit  low 
again.— H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
fishing.  Up  to  Sunday  the  water  was  running  in  fair 
order,  but  heavy  thunderstorms  have  been  had  in  the 
district,  and  the  ground  having  had  a  good  soak,  the  rivers 
began  to  rise  quickly,  and  they  are  now  bank  full,  and  in 
some  places  have  been  oat  over  the  fields,  andatpresent  there 
13  more  water  going  down  them  than  has  been  for  nearly 
three  years.  The  flush  of  water,  although  it  stops  fishiQg 
tor  a  few  days,  will  be  a  great  benefit,  as  it  will  clear  the 
bed  of  the  river  and  move  the  fish,  and  cause  them  to 
sport  better  when  it  clears.  It  will  interfere  with  the 
May  Fly  season,  which  would  have  been  in  full  swing  now 
if  the  weather  had  been  fine,  as  the  caddis  have  been  seen 
moving  freely  on  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  they  would 
have  been  up  in  a  few  days ;  the  water  will  now  wash 
thern  away,  and  a  poor  May  Fly  season  may  be  expected 
Angling  has  been  quite  at  a  standstill  with  fly.  The 
running  worm  has  been  tried,  butsport  slow.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  very  muddy,  and  higher  than  it  has  been  for  some 
three  years.  The  water  was  in  fair  order  up  to  Saturday, 
when  severe  thunderstorms  were  had,  and  the  river  soon 
began  to  rise,  and  it  is  now  quite  out  oif  order  for  angling, 
and  will  be  for  some  days.  The  rush  of  water  will  do 
good,  as  it  will  clear  the  rubbish  and  move  the  fish,  and 
when  it  clears  again  good  sport  may  be  expected  in  this 
part,  as  there  are  plenty  of  good  fish  in  this  district.— 

WOECESTEE, 

Torridge  (Torrington).— The  river  has  been  out  of 
order  this  past  week,  ovsiug  to  the  continuous  rains. 
Some  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been  taken  with  the  worm. 
Salmon  and  peal  have  been  seen  at  the  weirs,  the  first 
peal  having  been  taken  last  week,  which  is  full  a  month 
early  I  also  heard  of  a  nice  sea  trout  being  taken  of  Gib. 
weight.    The  river  is  in  good  older  now.— E.  S. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).— 
Ihe  owan  waters  have  been  very  well  patronised  during 
the  past  fortnight,  and  in  some  instances  nice  sport  has 
been  had.  The  river  here  is  very  much  improved  by  the 
heavy  rain  we  have  had,  and  there  wiU  be  no  lack  of  water 
tor  Whitsuntide.  The  trout  show  up  very  well,  and  rise 
well  in  the  forenoon  and  again  in  the  afternoon,  about 
three  o  clock,  I  do  not  think  the  May  Fly  will  be  up  here 
until  about  June  1  or  2.— Sheeey  Spinnee. 

Wxtham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Anglers  report 
the  water  in  capital  condition  for  fishing,  but  the  cold 
winds  keep  the  fish  down,  and  flies  are  comparatively  of 
no  use.  So  soon  as  we  have  bright  sunshine  season's  flies 
should  be  useful.  It  is  time  for  Hawthorn,  Cowdung 
and  other  land  flies  ;  but  very  few  are  about.  Water  flies  are 
quite  a  rarity.  Some  little  sport  is  spoken  of  with  worm 
and  gentle  on  the  Barlings  and  the  waters  towards 
bleatord.  A  fine  holiday  will  take  several  to  the  water 
side.— Luci. 

.  Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The  above 
ivers  are  yet  too  high  for  successful  fly  fishing,  bottom 


fishing  being  the  only  mode  that  has  been  pursued  with 
any  success.  Mr.  Brown  took  one  and  a  half  brace  from 
the  Darley  Dale  club's  water  on  Tuesday  ;  several  others 
have  also  obtained  a  few  nice  trout.  The  May  Fly  has 
not  mule  its  appearance  at  present,  although  expected 
every  diy.  It  is  thought  that  the  trout  will  not  take 
them  until  about  June  4.  Ash  Dun,  Dotterel,  Yellow 
Dun,  Black  Gnat,  Whirling  Dun,  and  Sand  Fly  will  be 
found  useful  when  the  water  has  sufliciently  run  down. — 
Dotterel. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— Trout  anglers  have  done  well 
the  past  week.  The  river  and  brooks  are  now  in  flood, 
and  once  they  clear,  fishing  should  be  good.  There  is  now 
a  good  reach  of  brook  fishing  open  to  anglers — two  and  a 
half  miles— at  23.  6d.  a  day.  There  is  no  brook  in  Wales 
that  has  so  many  trout  ;  141b.  baskets  have  been  Lai  this 
S'ason.  The  Lion  Hotel  water,  free  to  those  staying  at 
the  hotel,  abounds  with  trout,  not  fished  yet.  Grand 
sport  for  the  first  angler  on  this  water  once  it  clears.  All 
information  from  Eoberts,  Ander's  Def;6t,  Builth  Wells. 
Next  few  days,  minnow  best. — W.  B.  Boberts. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

Although  the  season  is  early  and  the  district  remote,  the 
following  excellent  sport  has  been  got  by  hotel  anglers 
during  the  past  week.  On  18th,  Messrs.  Bond,  Surbiton, 
made  a  basket  of  51b.  trout  on  Loch  Meaddie.  On  19th, 
Mr.  MacDonald  landed  a  91b.  salmon  on  Loch  Naver  ;  and 
Messrs.  Bond,  two  trout,  21b.,  besides  a  sea  trout  of  21b. 
On  20th,  Messrs.  Bond  fished  Loch  Tarvie,  and  got  five 
trout,  weighing  close  on  lib.  each.  On  21st,  Mr.  and 
Mrs,  Straker,  on  Tarns,  made  a  basket  of  S|lb.  trout; 
Mr.  H.  M.  Bond,  on  Loch  Naver,  hid  a  salmon  of  8|lb, ; 
and  Messrs.  Bond,  on  Loch  Cuilside,  two  and  a  half  dozen 
trout,  9Jlb.    Waters  now  in  good  condition. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Mr.  Alex.  Macmillin, 
Langholm,  has  caught  the  first  sea  trout  of  the  season  in 
Langholm  water.    The  lower  reaches  of  the  river  this 
saason  have  been  spcsially  disappointing,  but  Mr.  Harry 
Forster,  Longtown,  has  at  last  hem  successful  in  killing  a 
couple  of  salmon  in  the  Boxes  Pool.   A  few  yellow  trout 
have  also  been  had  in  the  lower  waters.     Some  very 
fair   baskets    have    been   got  in  the  mid-reaches  of 
the    Esk.    Mr.    Laidlaw    had    a    couple    of  dozen 
yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water,  and  Mr.  J.  Hackness 
hai  several  pounds  above  the  Skipper's  Bridge.  Some 
very  fair  baskets  have  been  got  ia  the  Liddle.    Mr.  D. 
Murray  has  had    another  sea  trout  in  the  Liddle; 
and  Mr.  T.  Steel,  fishing  below  Penton,  landed  a  fine 
silmon  of  81b.    Baskets  of  two  and  three  dozen  have  been 
made  in  the  Lid  lie.   Anglers  staying  at  Langholm  will 
soon  be  able  to  reach  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Liddle 
and  the  Hermitage  water  by  coach,  as  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas, 
of  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm,  announces 
the  commencement  of  those  popular  tours  on  Whit 
Monday,  May  30.    Mr.  Douglas  intends  running  the 
Liddledale  ocaoh  twice  a  week  this  season  to  Newcastleton 
and  Hermitage  Castle,  which  overlooks  the  river  Hermit- 
8g),  famous  for  its  sea  and  yellow  trout.    A  few  yellow 
trout  have  been  had  in  the  Ewes  and  Tarras,  whilst  the 
Wauchope  has  yielded  a  fair  quantity.    As  the  banks  of 
the  Esk  have  now  been  cleaied  of  rubbish  from  Byre- 
burn  foot  to  the  foot  of  the  Cauldron,  there  is  no  break 
in  the  fishing  on  either  side  of  the  river  from  the  points 
mentioned.    Latest  reports  as  n  ounce  that  Dr.  Moon, 
staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  hooked  a 
salmon  with  minnow  in  the  Willow  Pool,  but  lost  it  after 
a  good  run  on  the  sand  bed.    Mr.  S.  McKine  landed  the 
first  sea  trout  in  the  Canonbie  water,  in  the  Bed  Linn 
Pool,  on  Tuesday.    Sea  trout  which  are  now  lying  in  the 
pools  are  still  very  shy. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Consider 
ing  adverse  conditions,  very  fair  sport  has  been  got  by  the 
rods,  but  on  the  nets  at  the  river's  mouth  the  takes  have 
been  poor.  On  the  Gruinards  water  (Mr.  E.  T.  Coup, 
land's  rod),  Mr.  James  Wilson  got  a  91b.  salmon  on  17th  ; 
and  on  Monday  this  week  IMr.  John  Matheson,  on  same 
rod,  got  one  of  101b.  BraUangwell,  Amat,  and  other 
waters  have  yielded  sport,  but  particulars  are  not  to  hand. 
On  the  Glencalvja  waters  the  following  salmon  were  got : 
On  17th,  Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  one  salmon, 
101b.  On  18th,  Mr,  Kemp  Welch  had  an  8-pounder  ;  and 
Mr.  Allis  Smith,  one  of  91b.  On  19th,  Mr.  Kemp 
Welch  caught  a  salmon  of  91b.  Weather  favourable,  but 
river  rather  low. — B. 

Corrybog  (Ardgay,  N.B.),— On  Thursday,  last 
week,  Mr.  MacGibbon,  Alloa,  made  a  basket  of  over  three 
dozen  nice  trout ;  and  on  Tuesday,  this  week,  Mr.  D.  C. 
Brown  caug'at  one  and  a  half  dozen. — B. 

Deverou  (Banffshire).- The  river  Deveron  is  now 
getting  low  and  clear  for  salmon  fishing,  and  very  few  are 
falling  to  the  rod.  The  weather  is  also  very  unfavourable. 
This  week  the  wind  has  been  blowing  strongly  from  a  north- 
easterly direction.  Anglers  have  also  had  very  little  tport 
at  trout  fishing.  The  unfavourable  weather  is  a  great 
drawback  to  fish  seeking  the  river.  In  the  meantime  the 
sea  is  exceedingly  choppy  at  the  entrance.  The  net 
fishermen  on  the  river,  although  working  continuously  day 
and  night  for  the  week,  had  scarcely  a  fish.  At  several  of 
the  stations  on  the  coast  the  yield  of  salmon  was  rather 
better,  but  on  the  others  they  were  almost  blank.  A 
week  ago  the  first  grilse  for  the  season  was  got  on  the 
eastmost  net.  It  was  small,  only  weighing  IJlb.  The  net 
fishings  on  the  Gardenstown  coast  have  also  been  poor, 
and  as  yet  only  two  grilse  have  been  got,  one  scaling  31b. 
and  the  other  21b.— H.  W. 

Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— Since  last  reported 
the  following  sport  has  been  obtained  by  anglers  from 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel:  On  9th  inst..  Sir  John  Shelley, 
Bart.,  of  Miohelgrove,  Sussex,  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
131b.  On  10th,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  of 
Greedy,  Devonshire,  got  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.    On  12th, 


Gen.  the  Eight  Hon.  Sir  Eedveig  BuUer,  G.C.B.,  V.C, 
caught  two,  weighing  181b.  each.  On  13th,  the  last- 
named  angler  caught  a  13-pounder.  Since  then  Sir  John 
Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devonshire,  got  as 
follows  ;  On  14th,  one  salmon,  weighing  91b. ;  on  16ch,  an 
11-pounder;  on  17th,  three  salmon,  of  91b.,  101b.,  and 
81b. ;  on  18th,  two,  131b,  and  161b. ;  on  19th,  a  14- 
poutder  ;  on  20th,  two  aalmon,  of  121b.  each ;  and  on  2lBt, 
one  of  191b.— B. 

Lochboisdale  Hotel  (South  Uist).  —  May  10, 
Messrs.  Lockhart  and  Soctt,  on  Goose  Loch,  4|lb.  brown 
trout;  Mr.  Maclaren,  on  One  Tree  Loch,  l^ib.  May  13, 
Messrs.  Scott  and  Lockhart,  on  Lower  Bornish,  5Jlb. 
May  14,  Messrs.  Lockhart  and  Scott,  on  Budhau-Cloaoh, 
4Jlb.  May  17,  Messrs.  Tod  and  Aylmer,  on  Milton  Loch, 
8ilb.  May  18,  Messrs,  Aylmer  and  Tod,  on  Upper  Kil- 
donan,  81b.  May  19,  Messrs.  Tod  and  Aylmer.  on  Milton, 
91b.  May  20,  Messrs.  Aylmer  and  Tod,  on  Milton  Loch, 
lOJlb.  May  21,  Messrs.  Tod  and  Aylmer,  on  Squarible 
and  Milton  Loch,  llflb. 

Loch  Katrine  (Strouachlachar  Hotel).  — The 
Buckland  Angling  Club,  competing  on  Loch  Katrine  from 
Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  Thursday,  tie  19th,  and  Friday, 
the  20th,  the  following  were  the  prize  takers;  First  day, 
Mr.  Neale  Thomson,  first  prize  with  twelve  irout;  Mr. 
John  Stewart,  second  prize  with  ten  trout.  Seeond  day, 
Mr,  John  Stewart,  first  prize  with  tsn  trout ;  Mr.  Neale 
Thomson,  second  prize  with  seven  trout.  The  prize  given 
for  the  heaviest  trout  was  won  by  Col.  Lyson.  Out  from 
Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  May  21,  Mr.  James  Menzies 
caught  twenty-three  trout,  Mr.  Strutt  caught  nine  tront, 
and  Mr.  Hewat  caught  six  trout.  On  May  23,  Mr.  Hewat 
caught  seven  trout,  Mr.  Neale  Thomson  caught  seven 
trout,  Mr.  James  Menzies  caught  fourteen  trout,  and  Sir 
William  Marsh  and  the  Hon.  Mr,  Fraser  caught  nine 
front. 

Lochleven  (Kinross),- The  cold,  bright  weather 
experienced  during  the  past  fortnight  has  now  given  place 
to  dulness,  with  a  fine  steady  fishing  breeze  from  the 
south-east  and  a  mild  atmosphere,  and  fish  have  been 
rising  more  freely  than  they  have  dcn3  at  anytime  this 
season,  though  they  are  of  small  size.  Very  heavy  catches 
have  consequently  been  got  with  the  fly.    Mr.  J.  B.  Mills 
and  Mr.  W.  Scott,  Dundee,  on  Monday,  had  the  largest 
number  of  trout  killed  from  a  boat  here  since  1872, 
though  the  weight  was  exceeded  by  a  smaller  capture  of 
heavy  trout  in  1888.    Their  catch  was  ninety-one  trout, 
which    scaled    551b.    On    Tuesday   they  also  landed 
forty-five   trout,   271b. ;    Mr.    Cameron,  Blairingone, 
and    Mr.    Finch,    Pitfar,   sixty    trout,   331b. ;  Mr. 
Biddell,    London,    and     Mr.     Cameron,  Armadale, 
forty  trout,  281b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Vaughan  and  Mr.  Eichard- 
son,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  thirty-nine  tront,  281b. ;  Mr. 
Steel,  Perth,  twenty-nine  trout,   191b. ;  Mr.  Murray, 
Glenfarg,  thirty-eight  trout,  261b,  8oz. ;  Mr.  MoLeod, 
Edinburgh,  thirty  tiout,  231b. ;  Mr,  Hardie,  Edinburgh, 
thirty  trout,  211b. ;  Mr.  Ferguson  and  friend,  Dundee, 
tliirty-nine  trout,  241b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Cassy,  London,  twenty- 
seven  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Stewart  Murray,  India,  thirty 
tront,  221b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Paterson,  Eothesay,  twenty-seven 
trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Sloan,  Glasgow,  twenty-eight  trout, 
141b.    Other  anglers  had  smaller  catches.    The  angling 
clubs  out  were  :  Clackmannan  (tweniy  rods),  totalcaptnre, 
202  trout,  1241b.  5oz.    Firjt  prize,  Mr.  J.  Macdonald, 
seventeen  trout,  111b.  14oz.  (heaviest  trout,  Mr.  0.  Thom- 
son, lib.  lOJoz.).   Falkirk,  with  twelve  rods,  captured 
142  trout,  841b.  14bz. :  First,  Mr.  Kirk,  nineteen  trout, 
111b.  (heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Kirk,  lib.  14ioz),  Pollok- 
shields,  nine  rods  killed  fifty-nine  trout,  331b,  4cz. :  First, 
Mr.  P,  Pringle,  fourteen  trout,  61b,  12oz,  Edinburgh 
Amateur,   seventeen    rods  captured  114  trout,  71ib.  : 
First,    Mr,  E.   P.   Wilson,  thirteen  trout,  71b.  7oz, 
(heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Sanderson,  lib.  15oz.).    Dundee  West 
End,  twelve  rods  captured  fifty-two  trout,  411b. :  First, 
Mr.  W.  Irvine,  nine  trout,  71b.  13oz. — Egbert  Laing. 

Loch  Migdale  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).— On  Monday 
this  week,  Mr.  MacPherson,  Bridge  Hotel,  in  three  hours' 
fishing,  landed  thirteen  trout,  two  of  which  weighed  about 
lib.  each,  and  the  whole  close  on  61b.  Mr.  MacBean, 
Tain,  and  other  anglers  have  also  been  successful. — B, 

Noith-East  of  Scotland.— For  the  past  two  weeks 
sport  has  been  quite  rife  on  the  Dfie.    The  Queen  and 
court  arrived  at  Balmoral  on  Saturday.    The  Munshi 
Abdul  Kurim  and  other  gentlemen  of  Her  Majesty's 
suite  have  had  considerable  sport  on  the  Balmoral  pools 
every  day  since.    On  the  Birkhall  waters,  Capt.  Campbell 
and  Lieuts.  Thorpe  and  McDonald,  of  the  guard  of 
honour,  have  been  fairly  tuccessful.    On  the  Braemar 
section,  Capt.  Lillington  caught  two  fish,  of  71b.  and  91b., 
on  the  Lower  Inveroauld  beat ;  while  Col.  Henry  Story 
had  one  of  181b.,  and  Mrs.  Henry  Story  one  f^f  9.b.  on  the 
same  water.    On  the  Upper  Inver  water.  Col.  Morland 
creeled  four  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  101b. ;  and  Mr. 
Wilson  one  of  61b.  on  the  Fife  Arms  water.    The  severe 
weather  which  has  been  experiencad    in   the  central 
Highlands    has    greatly    affected    the   higher  waters 
of   the   Dee,  coating  the  adjacent  hills   with  snow. 
On  the  Ballater  waters,  Mr,  McGregor's  guests  are  in  the 
thick  of  the  early  summer  sport.    On  the  Cambus  O'May, 
Mr.  H.  O.  Barclay  landed  four  one  day  and  six  another, 
all  scaling  from  71b.  to  101b.  ;  while  Mr.  Percy  Laming 
creeled  sis,  ranging  from  61b.  to  141b.    On  the  Glentana 
waters.  Sir  Wm,  Brooks,  Bart. ,  and  party  are  having  a 
continuance  of  the  same  bright  sport  which  has  been  so 
characteristic  of  the  month  all  through.  A  clever  capture 
of  paachers  was  made  near  this  district  last  week,  when 
nine  fish  were  recovered,  no  doubt  netted  from  the 
Aboyne   or  Glen  pools.     On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
reaches  several  fish  have  been  got  by  the  various  rods 
daring  the  week.    The  spring  leases  are  now  up,  and  the 
waters  are  this  week  changing  hands  in  many  quarters, 
makiug  reports  difiScult  to  obtain.    On  the  Don  an 
excellent  trouting  season   is  being  enjoyed.     On  the 
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TOBACCO. 


BADMINTON  SMOKING  MIXTURE 

Is  composed  of  Tobaccos  of  the  highest  quality,  delightfully  cool  in  smoking,  free  from  any 

added  matter,  and  prepared  with  scrupulous  care. 

In  2oz.  PACKETS,  ilb.  and  ilb.  TINS,  lid.,  1/9,  and  3/6. 


LONDON. 
B.  B.  Arkel).  127,  Sti-and. 

H.  Ash,  57,  High-street.  Tooting,  and -332,  Balham 
High-road. 

Beedle,  Morgan  &  Co.,  4  and  5,  Tottenham 

Coart-road,  W. 
Bewlay  &  Co. ,  Ltd.,  49  and  74,  Strand,  W.C,  and 

143,  Cheapside,  E.C. 
Bucknell  A-  Co..  U,  Bromnton-roiid,  S.W. 
Louis  Coen,  88,  Piccadilly,  W..  4-58.  Oxford- 

Btree',  W. ;  44.  Lombard-street,  E.C. 
A.  H.  Cornish  &  Co.,  Streatham,  S.W. 
J.  H.  Castance.  High-street  and  Station  Buildings. 

Putney  ;  30,  Hill-road,  Wimbledon. 

E.  Grahnert,  20.  Sussex-place;  IS".  Earls  Court- 
_    road,  and  Station  Buildings.  South  Ken- 
sington. 

J.  Kevis,  2U.3,  Portobello-road,  W. 
Koppenhagen  Bros.,   4,   Queen-street,  Cheap- 
side,  E.C. 

Litsica,  Marx  <t  Co..  174.  High  Holborn.  W.C; 
21,  Piccadilly,  W. ;  82,  Strand,  W.C. 

V.  A.  Mabille,  52,  High-street.  Lewisham,  S.E. 

J.  and  S.  Oppenheim.  7,  Angel  conr.'.  E.C.  ; 
29,  Throgmorton-street,  and  Warnford Court, 
E.C,  3b,  New  Broad-street,  E.C. ;  37a,  Wal- 
brook,  E.C. ;  66.  Westbourne  Grove,  W. : 

5.  Porches 'er-road,  W. 

O.  Hansford,  238,  Great  Portland-street,  W. 

W.  Seymour,  198,    Stroud    Green  road,  and 

6.  Crouch  Hill. 

Smith  &  Co.,  -30,  Chancery-lane,  W.C 

F.  Smith  &  Co..  1,  Sherwood-street,  Piccadilly 
Circus. 

H.  E.  Stubbings.  109,  London  Wall,  E.C 
H.  Turner.  33,  Liverpool-street,  E.G. 
<"4.  Vale  it  Sons.  1,  Liverpool-street.  E.C 
J.  Watson.  39.  George-street.  East  Croydon. 
S.  Welngott  A-  Son,  83.  Fleet-Street,  E.C. ;  Koyal 
Hotel  Buildings.  Victoria  Embaukmen*,  E  C. 
H.  Welfare  it  Co.,  -30,  Clapham-road.  S.W. 

AYLESBURY. 
Bobert  Scott,  Market-square. 

BANBUKY. 
John  Phillips,  19,  High-street. 

BATH. 

Frederick  Wright,  17,  Northgate- street. 

BEDFORD. 

A.  T.  CovtogtOD,  111,  St.  Marv's. 
Jelly  &  Son,  High-street. 

BEEKHAMPSTEAD. 
Alfred  Wood,  High-street. 

BOUENEMODTH. 
E.  Offer,  7,  Arcade. 

BBACKLEY. 

B.  Gibbard. 

BKADFOED. 

D.  Laycock  Jc  Co. ,  74,  Kirkgate. 

BEIGHTON. 
Louis  Coen,  51,  East-street. 
Whale  &  Co.,  79,  Queen's-road . 

BUNGAY. 

E.  Haward  &  Son,  Earsham-street. 

BUESLEM. 
Thomas  Orme,  7,  Market-place. 

CAMBRIDGE. 
T.  W.  Harris,  40,  Petty  Cury. 

CHATHAM. 
Owen  J.  Carter  &  Co.,  41,  High-street. 

CHELTENHAM. 
Frederick  Wright,  High-street  and  Montpellier. 

CHICHESTER. 
T.G.  'Willis,  27,  East-street. 


CHIPPENHAM. 
George  Monday,  Market  House. 

CHIPPING  NORTON, 
T.  K.  Pettipher. 
F.  W.  Rose. 
W.  C.  Shrimpton. 

CIRENCESTER. 
Joseph  Matthews,  16,  Market-place. 

CEEWE. 
E.  Ward,  Higli-stre;t. 


GLOUCESTEB. 
Frederick  Wright,  96,  Soulh»ate-3treet, 

GRIMSBY, 
J.  M.  Tierney,  Limited. 

GRANTHAM. 
B.  C.  Barlow,  14,  High-street, 

HANLEY. 
Charles  W.  Collier,  80,  Piccadilly. 


COVENTRY. 

D.  Cooke,  Smithtord-street  and  Cross  Cheapiug.  Agate  i  Sons. 
J.  Wrist,  4,  Hales-street. 


HA  VAN  T. 


DOE  KING. 

G.  Wllkins,  6-1.  High-street. 

DUNSTABLE. 

H.  H.  Thomas.  8,  High-street  South. 

EASTBOURNE. 

Elliott  s  Stores. 

EMSWOBTH. 

Agate  it  Sons, 

EVESHAM. 
T.  C.  Carrick,  22,  High-street, 

FARNHAM, 
John  Price,  30,  Borough, 


HIGHAM  FEBEEES. 
Palmer's  Stores. 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT 
Dear  &  Morgan,  High-street,  Cowes, 
H.  Gresham,  Union-street,  Eyde. 
A.  E.  Eidgers,  .:s  and  6,?,  High-street,  Hyde, 
W.  Bugg.  Newport. 

KETTEEING. 

E.  Hale, 

Chas,  Jones,  10,  High-street. 

LEATHEEHEAD. 
Arthur  Skelton,  High-street. 


LEEDS. 
Tetley  <fc  Sons,  Boar-lane. 

MAIDENHEAD. 
T.  J.  Grantham,  Queen-street. 

MELTON  MOWBRAY. 
R,  Jordan,  28,  Nottingham-street. 

MOBETON-IN-MABSH, 

F,  Home  4  Sons. 

NANTWICH. 
E.  C.  Gilbert,  13,  High-street. 

NEWPORT  (SALOP). 
J.  Cartwright. 

NORTHAMPTON. 
J.  Hunting  &  Co.,  2,  Lower  Moimts. 

NOBWICH 
H.  Norton,  33,  St.  Stephen's-street 
II.  N.  Lake,  11,  Maglalen-street. 

OXFOED. 
J.  H.  Lewis,  -5,  Market-street. 

POBTSMOUTH. 

E.  Brown,  122,  High-street. 

RAUNDS. 

Palmer's  Stores. 

HEADING. 
A.  Chapman,  25,  Market-place, 

EEDHILL. 
W.  Eoland,  Station-road. 

EEIGATE. 
J.  E.  Miller,  High-street. 

RUGBY. 

L  Loverock,  15  and  15a,  Market-place. 

RUSHDEN, 

Palmer's  Store?. 

SHELTUN. 
Charles  W.  Collier,  47,  Stoke-road. 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUH. 
Thos.  Clark,  High-street. 
Greenhill  and  Sons. 

SHORE  H.VM 

F.  .-v.  Ciuey,  o,  High-streat.  and  Brunswick-road. 

SHREWSBURY.' 
Edward  Birch.  1-5,  Mardol. 
W.  Tudman,  Station-yard  and  37,  Wyle  Cop. 

8ITTINGB0URNE. 
E.  S.  Handcock,  84.  East-street. 

SOUTHAMPTON. 
W.  J.  Pi.t,  (JO,  Above  Bar. 

ST.  ALBANS. 
W.  R.  Kingham.  \  ictoria-street.  and  St.  Peter's- 
street. 

STRATFOHD-ON-AVON. 
T.  H.  Meadows,  Wood-street. 

SWINDON. 
J.  Humphreys,  3, High-street. 

THEAPSTON. 

J.  Moulton. 

TONBRIDGE. 

Smith  and  Sou. 

WELLINGBOROUGH. 
Thos.  Smith.  1-5,  Silver- street. 

WELLINGTON  (S.\LOP;. 
C  Willis  A-  Co.,  88,  New-street. 

WEYMOUTH 
W  Iravers.  7,  St.  Mary-street. 

WOLVERTON  (BUCKS,. 
W.  Hutchinson,  Stratf  rd-road. 

WOODSTOCK 

Henry  LocU. 


CAN  BE  OBTAINED  FROM  THE  AGENTS  ENUMERATED  ABOVE,  AND  FROM  ALL  STORES  AND  TOBACCONISTS, 

Wholesale  only  from  the  Manufacturers: 

R.  &  J.  HILL,  Ltd.  C      LONDON,  E. 
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Ythan  Ihe  smolt  migration  is  over,  and  angling  once  more 
in  full  swing.  The  river  is  getting  somewhat  small,  but 
there  is  a  goDd  show  of  finnock  and  sea  tront  in  the 
estuary  waters.  On  the  Cambus  O'May  water,  Mr.  F. 
Gaskell  and  party  landed  seventeen  fish  last  week, 
scaling  from  51b.  to  lOlb.  ;  Mr.  Broadhurst,  eleven^ 
sealing  from  51b.  to  101b. ;  and  Major  Hollows,  seven,' 
scaling  from  71b.  to  171b.  On  the  south  side  of  same 
water,  Mr.  Austin  MacKenzie,  on  Saturday,  creeled 
two,  of  81b.  and  101b.  On  the  Lower  Invercauld  water, 
during  past  two  days,  Mr.  Ritchie  landed  six  fish,  scaling 
from  71b.  to  8Jlb. ;  and  Capt.  Lilliogston,  two,  of  7jb.  and 
81b.  On  the  Upper  Invercauld,  Col.  Morland  had  two 
of  8Jlb.  each ;  Mr,  Wilson,  two,  of  GJlb.  and  81b.  •  and 
Mrs.  H.  Storey,  ore  of  81b.— G.  M. 

Oykell  (Balnagown  Arms,  Lair^r,  N.B.).— Since 
last  reported,  a  good  few  salmon  have  been  landed  on 
Ojkell  and  Eiaig.  In  less  than  three  weeks'  fishing,  Mr. 
Bowse,  Langwell  Lodge,  landed  twenty-three  salmon. 
Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Ward,  and  other  anglers  from  the  hotel 
have  been  more  or  less  successful.  Trout  fishing  on  Loch 
Craggie  on  the  18th,  Mr.  Ward  caught  some  nice  fish.— B. 

Soutli  of  Scotland.— The  Border  rivers  are  exceed- 
ingly low  and  clear  since  last  week's  report.  While  the 
angling  shows  a  decline  on  the  rivers,  it  is  improving  on 
all  the  lochs,  and  some  pretty  fair  sport  falls  to  be 
recorded.  Of  the  Solway  rivers  little  falls  to  be  said. 
Mr.  Alex.  Macmillan  had  a  sea  trout  in  the  langholm 
water  of  the  Esk,  the  first  of  the  season  in  that  part  of  the 
nver.  The  worm  fished  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning 
has  given  the  best  part  of  the  sport,  the  fly  being  of  no 
U5e  during  the  daytime,  with  so  much  bright  sunshine 
prevailing  just  now.  Two  salmon  were  reported  as 
having  been  killed  in  the  Longtown  water  by  Mr.  H. 
Forster,  and  one  or  two  sea  trout  hive  also 
been  landed.  Night  fishing  has  not  fairly  commenced 
yet  on  any  of  the  rivers.  The  nights  have  been  very 
cold  for  this  season  of  the  year,  and  trout  have  not  been 
rising  after  sunsst.  The  Anoan  continues  to  afford  poor 
sport,  the  month  of  May  being  always  looked  upon  as  the 
worst  period  of  the  season  on  this  river.  In  the  higher 
waters,  on  Thursday,  an  angler  killed  nineteen  yellow 
trout  on  the  Stewart  tackle;  and  two  others  had  half  a 
dozen  each  on  the  Wamphray  section,  below  Moffat. 
The  Nith  has  been  doing  little  or  nothing  in  the  lower 
waters,  but  better  returns  come  from  the  higher  portions, 
near  Sanquhar,  where  the  yellow  trout  are  now  ia 
good  order,  and  sea  trout  are  said  to  bs  fairly 
numerous  in  that  stretch  of  the  Nith.  On  the 
Euchan  water,  Mr.  J.  Murdoch  killed  about  seventy 
yellow  trout,  of  which  several  were  fine  ones.  Mr. 
Harry  Hunter  had  one  sea  trout  and  a  few  yellows" 
and  Mr.  K.  McKinlay  also  had  a  sea  trout.  Mr.  P.  Wood' 
Gateside,  killed  a  splendid  yellow  trout  of  31b.  out  of 
Thirlesholm  Pool.  The  Cairn  and  Cluden  have  not  been 
jie'.dmg  much  sport  of  late.     From  the  Galloway  waters 


a  fair  return  is  made.  Quite  a  number  of  rods  were  on 
the  Ken  waters  on  Monday,  and  a  number  of  Sanquhar 
anglers  had  about  201b.  of  small  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
James  Mclver  killed  over  twenty  trout;  and  Messrs. 
Harrison  had  good  sport  on  the  Meygat.  Mr.  John 
Walls,  of  Dairy,  cxught  a  salmon  of  01b.  in  the 
Ken.  Two  rods  fished  the  Garpel  stream  on  Tues- 
day, and  killed  a  large  basket  of  small  troub. 
On  the  Galloway  loch,  of  Lochiuvar,  neir  Dairy,  Mr. 
Robeson,  and  Mr.  Turner,  Dumfries,  hid  fine  baskets. 
The  Ayrshire  lochs  ^re -improwng  daily,  and  quite  a 
number  of  anglers  from  Glasgow  and  district  have  had 
capital  sport  on  Loch  Doon.  Messrs.  McGarva,  Girvan, 
and  Simpson,  Glasgow,  were  out  from  the  Eglinton  Hotel, 
and  had  good  catches  last  week ;  and  on  Moaday  and 
Tuesday  several  rods  had  excellent  baskets  of  yellow  trout. 
The  fishing  is  free,  and  those  putt  ng  up  at  the  hotels  ia 
Dalmellington  have  the  free  use  of  the  boats.  The  Bridge 
of  Weir  anglers,  and  also  a  number  of  rods  from  Paisley, 
had  pretty  fair  baskets  on  the  Abercorn  water  the  other 
day. — Heatherbell. 

Spey.— Weather  remains  unsettled,  and,  with  a  small 
water,  sport  was  only  fair  last  week.  From  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  on  Monday,  Dr.  Corrie,  Dufftown,  landed 
a  salmon  of  201b.  ;  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Fea,  Viewfield  Vil'a, 
one  of  161b.  ;  on  this  day  week,  Mr.  Gumming,  The 
Dowans,  two,  of  16Jlb.  and  81b.,  also  a  sea  trout  of  2 Jib.  ; 
on  the  16th,  Dr.  Corrie,  Dufftown,  one  of  151b. ;  on  17th 
Mr.  Fen,  one  of  SJIb. ;  and  Mr.  Burnett,  one  of  81b.  On 
the  Craigellachie  Hotel  water,  on  18th,  Mr.  Hankey 
killed  one  of  14Jlb.  ;  and  from  the  Aberlour  House  water, 
Mr.  Cruiokshank,  fisherman,  had  one  of  91b. ;  and  on  15th 
one  of  ll|!b  —J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Up  till  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  has  been 
extremely  cold,  consequently  not  much  has  been  done  in 
the  way  of  either  salmon  or  trout  angling  during  the  past 
week.  Of  course,  on  both  the  main  rivers— Tweed  and 
Teviot— a  few  baskets  have  hien  killed  by  the  most  keen 
and  persevering  anglers.  The  only  takes  to  hand  have 
been  one  salmon  of  71b.,  killed  by  Mr.  Gordon  Ley  on  the 
Upper  Floors  Castle  waters  yesterday  (Tuesday).  I 
understand;  however,  that  two  fish  have  been  killed  on 
one  of  the  stretches  below  Kelso.  Of  those  who  have 
been  most  successful  with  the  fly  in  trout  fishing  are  the 
following  :  Mr.  James  Mabon,  Mayfleld,  51b.  and  31b.,  on 
Tweed.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Oldham  had  121b.  on  the  same 
stream.  Mr.  Scott,  Yetholm,  oa  the  Bowmont, 
had  41b.  and  61b.  On  the  21st,  Mr.  Oldham 
on  the  Tweed,  had  a  basket  of  141b.  On  the 
23rd,  on  the  Bowmont,  Mr.  Scott  had  91b.  ;  and  on  the 
Tweed,  the  fane  day,  Mr.  Oldham  had  a  dish  of  seven 
trout,  weighing  51b.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  William  Shiels,  on 
the  Tweed,  had  41b.  ;  while,  on  the  Eden,  Mr.  James 
Hogg  had  31b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Johnston,  51b. ;  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Henry,  4|lb.    The  takes  on  the  Teviot  have  not  been  very 


large.  On  Friday  last,  Mr.  Jas.  TurnbuU  had  41b. ;  Mr. 
Edwards,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  John  Robertson,  SJlb.  ;  while  other 
baskets  of  from  21b.  upwards  have  also  been  killed.  On 
the  Tweed,  Mr.  G.  Robson  yesterday  had  about  lOlb  ,  and 
to-day  he  bad  8Ib.  Mr.  Tait  to-day  had  5ilb. ;  and  Mr. 
G.  Tumbull,  61b.  In  the  upper  stretches  not  much  has 
been  doiie  in  any  kind  of  angling.  Reports  from  the 
Melrose  and  Galashiels  district  say  that  a  few  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got,  but  no  salmon.  On  the 
Kale  a  number  of  baskets  of  nice  trout  have  been  killed 
-up  to  -Sib.  and  41b.  per  basket ;  while,  on  the  Bowmont, 
many  takes  of  from  31b.  up  to  61b.  hav3  been  got ;  and  in 
many  of  the  other  tributaries  similar  dish(s  have  also 
been  killed.  The  executive  committee  of  the  Kelso 
Angling  Association,  acting  on  information  received 
from  many  of  their  members  as  to  the  great  quantity 
of  pike  now  being  found  in  both  Tweed  and  Teviot, 
and  seeing  the  destruction  these  voracious  fishes  inflict, 
decided  at  their  meeting  held  a  fortnight  ago,  to  give  so 
much  per  head  to  any  member  of  the  association  who 
killed  pike  of  any  size,  which  were  to  be  shown  to  either 
the  secretary  (Mr.  N.  J.  Mills),  or  the  chairman  of  com- 
mittee, Mr.  John  Smith  (editor  Kelso  Mail).  Since  this 
notice  was  issued  there  has  been  quite  a  host  of  anglers 
out  trying  their  "'prentice  hand"  on  the  pike,  and  a 
good  many  have  b?en  killed.  Last  week  Mr.  Frank 
Stephani,  Kelso,  had  eleven  of  these  fish,  one  weighing 
just  on  131b.,  his  other  fish  being  from  31b.  up  to  81b. 
each  ;  this  week  he  has  had  three.  On  Monday,  oa  Teviot, 
one  weighing  121b. ;  and  yesterday,  on  the  same  stream,  he 
had  five,  which  weighed  in  the  aggregate  141b.  lOoz.  Mr. 
Robert  Affleck,  Heiton,  on  the  Teviot,  on  Monday,  had - 
tivo,  of  3Jlb.  and  41b.  respectively  ;  Mr.  Robert  E. . 
Hogarth,  Heiton  Mill,  on  the  same  river,  bad  four, 
weighing  81b.,  71b.,  51b.,  and  41b.  Altogether,  within  the 
past  ten  days,  nj  fewer  than  thirty  of  these  fish  have  been 
killed. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast. — Angling  was  prime  this  week  on  the  Water 
Commissioners'  lakes.  Fishing  the  Middle  Dam  at  Wood- 
burn  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  Kingham  killed  a  very  nice 
5|ib.  trout  on  one  of  Hunter's  "  Ringed-up "  Hare's 
Ears.  This  fish  is  the  record  one  cf  the  dams.  Mr. 
Murray,  same  evening,  killed  nine  trout  (heaviest,  2Jlb.). 
Other  fishers  had  success.  Mr.  Caldwell,  four;  Mr. 
Greerhill,  four;  Mr.  S.  Agnew,  nine;  Mr.  M.  Stay,  four. 
The  weather  is  beautifully  fine. — J.  A.  B. 

Buudrowes. — This  river  was  in  good  fishing  order 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  J.  Hunter  landed  one  salmon 
of  141b.  on  18th  inst.  Mr.  T.  Feely  took  several  salmon 
since  last  report,  weights  of  same  not  to  hand  at  time  of 
writing.  The  river  is  now  getting  rather  low,  owing  to 
the  very  bright  weather  of  the  pest  few  days.— M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  Corrib  is  in  the  best  of  ply, 


MITH' 


4/- 

PER  DOZEN. 


4/- 

PER  DOZEN. 


MAY  FLI 


ARE  ABSOLUTELY  IRRESISTIBLE. 


THE  "GLADSTONE  "  MAY  FLIES, 
The  invention  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  were  the  most 
suBOfssfnl  flies  used  last  season,  proving  more  killing 
than  any  other  pattern,  especially  on  the  Hampshire 
streams. 

They  float  remarkably  well,  dry  very  quickly,  and  can 
be  had  in  twenty  varieties  of  shade,  both  ia  the  body  and 
winga. 

Price  48.  per  Dozen. 


From  the  Fishing  Gazette,  April  IGth,  1893. 
"  The  Major  caught  a  brace  of  trout  and  several  trouble- 


some grayling;  the  largjat  trout  wa?  about  l^lb.,  and  by 
this  trout  there  hangs  a  tale. 

''  When  I  was  fishing  in  the  same  meadow  last  June  I 
lost  many  a  trout  and  many  a  May  Fly ;  now  it  so  happens 
that  in  the  gill  of  this  trout  was  found,  firmly  hooked,  a 
very  p3rf£ct  May  Fly— the  G.O.M.— with  6in.  of  gut. 
He  his_  worn  and  no  doubt  been  very  proud  cf 
this  cistinctive  decoration  ever  since.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  remarkable  thing  that  fly  and  hook  should 
have  been  in  that  fish  for  more  tlaa  nine  months,  and 
now  as  perfect  and  fresh  as  if  it  had  bee  a  in  my  pocket- 
book  all  the  time;  the  gut  is  ra'her  rotten.  The  gold 
tinsel  round  the  body  ii  as  bright  as  ever  it  was,  one  wing 


is  slightly  mangled,  as  if  other  envious  troUt  had,  tried  to 
nibble  it.  I  fully  believe  that  fly  is  mine,  that  I  lost  that 
fish  on  that  particular  spot  last  May ;  the  only. doubt  I 
have  about  it  is  that  I  then  estimated  the  fish  I  lest  as  at 
least  l^lb.,  whereas,  this  one,  after  nine  months'  grosvth, 
now  weighs  only  l^lb.  On  the  other  hand,  you  know  how 
much  larger  are  always  the  fish  you  lose  than  those  you 
take  !  I  find  there  are  other  claimants  for  this  fly.  The 
professor,  who  is  not  here  now,  has  certainly  a  claim.  I , 
can  only  say,  Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat,  if  it  can  only  be 
proved.  It  is  distinctly  a  G.O.M.  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith's 
make. 

"  The  Amateur  Angler." 


OGDEN  SMITH, 


6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park  Corner,  and 

34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction,  London,  SJ. 
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and  the  salmon  are  losing  their  snlkiness.  Over  a  dozen 
tish  from  81b.  to  131b.  were  killed.  Trouting  is  inter- 
dicted during  the  dropping  down  of  the  smelts  to  the 
Atlantic. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummeragli. — Xo  anglers  have  been  out  after  salmon 
last  week.  Trout  fishers  continue  to  get  fair  sport  in  the 
?ower  reaches.  Dating  the  last  few  days  several  salmon 
have  come  up  from  the  lower  waters,  and  the  prospects 
for  next  week  are  decidedly  promisiag.  Water  in  very 
good  order,  and  other  conditions  favourable. — T.  -J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Slivers.— The  Ballindeiry  and  Black- 
water  are  in  nice  order.  This  week  there  was  a  decided 
improvement  on  spoit.  As  salmon  are  now  up  the  Bann, 
the  first  heavy  flood  will  bring  them  iuto  these  streams. 
—J.  A.  B. 

ISrue  (Ballyshaunou  and  Belleek).— The  first 
salmon  captured  with  rod  and  line  on  the  Erne  this  season 
was  taken  by  Capt.  Chetwode,  from  Ballyshannon  Bridge, 
on  23rd  inst.,  a  beauty  fresh  from  the  sea,  weighing  lOJlb. 
On  the  same  day,  Mr.  John  Thomson,  of  Woodperry, 
Oxford,  had  the  good  luck  to  capture  the  second  fish, 
quite  a  monster,  and  a  truly  magnificent  fresh  run  salmon, 
weighing  341b.  Trout  fishiog  stiU  contioues  excellent  on 
the  river,  chiefly  in  the  evenings.  The  May  Fly  has 
appeared  on  Lough  Erne,  and,  should  there  be  some  rain 
within  the  next  week,  a  good  season  is  anticipated.  Trout 
should  be  well  on  the  fly  in  four  or  five  days  from  time  of 
writing. — M.  Rogax  axd  Sons. 

luuy  (CO.  Kerry).— Sport  continues  good  at  brown 
trout,  but  no  white  trout  or  salmon  have  been  had  by 
anglers  last  week.  This  water  is  getting  into  better  order, 
and  a  few  more  days  rain  would  be  certain  to  cause  good 
sport  to  be  had  at  both  salmon  and  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Killaxney. — Salmon  angling  is  pretty  good  on  favour- 
able days,  and  spring  salmon  are  still  arriving.  The 
brown  trout  angKng  continues  good  on  all  the  lakes.  Mr. 
D.  O'Callaghan,  on  Lough  Quittane,  caught  five  dozen 
brown  trout  on  one  day  last  week.  They  ran  about  three 
to  the  pound.— T.  J.  D. 

Jiee  (CO.  Cork). — The  river  has  been  rather  low  for 
the  past  week,  and  few  anglers  out,  consequently  few  fish 
killed.  However,  we  had  a  nic3  fall  of  rain  on  Sunday, 
which  freshened  up  the  river  a  little  and  took  up  a  good 
number  of  fresh  fish  from  the  tidal  water.  Mr.  F.  Dale, 
on  the  24th  inst.,  landed  three  very  nice  fish,  111b.,  101b., 
91b. ;  and  J.  McAulifi  one,  101b.  Trout  anglers  are  doing 
well  on  the  smaller  rivers. — William  Hayxes  and  Son. 

Iiough  Corrib  (Cong).— Col.  Bridges,  staying  at  the 
Carlisle  Arms,  got  a  few  trout  on  Siturday,  the  largest 
weighing  31b.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  there  was  a  very 
strong  north-easterly  wind,  consequently  very  little  fisbiag 
was  done.  Heavy  rain  cu  Sunday  has  improved  matters 
very  much.  The  weather  is  now  dry  and  warm,  and, 
should  it  continue,  the  trout  should  be  taking  freely.— 
0.  D. 

liougli  Currane    (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Salmon  angling  is  now  giving  fair  sport,  but  it  has  been 
chiefly  confined  to  the  local  professionals.  Salmon  peil 
and  sea  trout  are  now  coming  up. — T.  .J.  D. 

Iiough  Arrow  (Boyle). — There  was  good  sport  here 
this  last  week,  one  day  excepted.  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh 
and  Mr.  Watkias  had  three  oh  Saturday,  four  on  Sunday, 
five  on  Monday,  and  three  on  Tuesday,  all  good  fish 
(largest  41b.,  smallest  2Ub.).  H.  Acheson  had  four  on 
Sunday,  three  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Withall  and  Sandy 
Acheson  had  a  beauty  on  May  22,  81b.  ;  and  on  same  day 
Messrs.  McCormack  rose  fifteen  fish,  kiUed  two.  Though 
the  wind  is  north  and  north-east,  still,  it's  lovely  weather 
for  angling. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Lough  Iffask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur,  co.  Galway). 
— Trout  fishing  contiaues  good  on  these  lakes.  Amongst 
those  out  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel  this  week  were  :  Mr. 
Levy,  Mr.  Alliugton,  Mr.  M'Cansland,  Dr.  Dawson,  Mr. 
Marshall,  their  bags  averaging  from  eight  to  twelve  fish 
per  day  up  to  Tib.  Mr.  Kenvan,  who  captured  the  monttsr 
pike  on  Lough  Corrib,  writes  me  that  it  measured  4ft.  6in. 
in  length,  with  241n.  girth,  adding,  that  it  was  as  perfectly 
formed  as  a  salmon.  It  was  killed  on  a  natural  spinning 
bait — a  sprat.  Another  pike  of  .531b.  was  also  killed. — 
J.  A.  B. 

XiOngli  melvin , — Trout  fishing  on  this  lake  was  very 
indifferent  during  all  the  past  week,  in  consequence  of 
very  bright  sky  and  east  wind.  Mr.  H.  Gilroy  took  one 
salmon  of  8Jlb.  on  19th  inst. ;  Mr.  J.  Timoney  took  one 
trout  (Salino  tVro  i)  of  ojlb.  on  20th  inst. ;  Lieut.  West 
took  another  of  3|lb.  on  21st  inst. ;  Mr.  B.  Mulhern  took 
one  grilse  of  6ilb.  on  21st  inst.  ;  Mr.  K.  W.  took  one 
salmon  of  lOJlb.  on  2.3rd  inst.  Good  sport  will  not  be 
had  on  this  lake  till  there  is  some  rain. — M.  Rogax  and 
Sons. 

Lough  Melviu  (Lower  Reaches,  Kinlough 
End).— Past  week  still  disappointing  to  lovers  of  the  fair 
art  owing  to  bad  weather.  However,  an  outing  was 
enjoyed  by  many — the  charming  notes  of  the  cuckoo, 
fields  and  bushes  fully  attired  in  their  spring  beauty— this 
lovely  neighbourhood  can  now  be  seen  at  its  best.  A 
change  to  rain  on  the  22nd  is  expected  to  again  quicken 
sport.  Fair  spirt  was  had  the  last  two  days.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Grafton  (Dublin),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loverock  (Dnllin), 
and  several  English  anglers  have  arrived  at  Moor's  and 
Whiteside's  Hotels,  Einlough,  to  fish  this  lake.— P. 
Gallagher. 

mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Ihe  brown  trout  tishing  continues  to  yield  fine  sport  on  all 
the  above  waters.  The  weather  has  been  all  that  could 
be  desired  for  angling  on  these  lakes,  and  consequently, 
the  returns  have  shown  sOme  improvement  upon  those  for 
previcua  weeks. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— 
North-east  winds  have  left  angling  dull.  Mr.  Coats,  one 
salmon,  111b.,  one  grilse,  IJlb. ;  Dr.  Simpson,  one  salmon, 
13Jlb. ;  Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  one  salmon,  on  the  Rock 
Pool,  141b.;  Mr.  J.  Temblin,  one  gii'se,  on  the  Bridge 


Pool,  4Jlb.  ;  Col.  Ewer,  on  the  lough,  three  salmon,  121b., 
nib.,  OJlb  ;  Dr.  Carpenter,  one  salmon,  101b.,  and  trout, 
8ilb.  ;  Mr.  Wells,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Froop,  one 
sjlaion,  131b. ;  Mr.  Moskrop  killed  a  pike  411b. ;  Mr.  G. 
Flynn,  on  the  Imperial  Hotel  water,  one  salmon,  131b. ; 
Mr.  Smith,  one  salmon,  121b.,  with  Silver  Devon.  Anglers 
staying  at  Mr.  Tom  Clark's  hotel  are  getting  fair  sport. 
Killing  flies :  Golden  Goblet,  Black  Gosshawk,  Her 
Majesty. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Water 
in  good  order  ;  north-westerly  winds.  Capt.  De  Sinid 
killed  a  spring  fish,  111b.,  on  20th,  on  the  private  waters  of 
the  Moy  Hotel.  Mr.  J.  Tomlin  killed  another  on  the 
lower  reaches  on  22nd.  Trout  fishing  at  Runagry  fairly 
good. — John  Devers  (Ballina). 

North  Kerry  Rivers. — Salmon  angling  continues 
pretty  good.  The  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  and  Cashen 
hold  a  fair  supply  of  salmon  just  now,  and  sport  should 
be  better  during  the  nest  few  days,  as  i;  lai  rained 
heavilv,  and  all  waters  are  now  in  good  angling  trim. — 
T.  J.  b. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Capt. 
G.  Twiss's  Parteen  preserves  have  yielded  a  really  fine 
salmon  of  381b.  this  week.  On  May  23,  Major  Traherne, 
fisliog  his  own  preserves,  killed,  before  lunch,  two 
springers,  191b.  and  181b. ;  and  Capt.  C.  S.  Harris's  men 
landed  one  of  l-31b.  on  Mr.  W.  Young's  preserves.  The 
thunder  on  Tuesday  spoilt  sport  for  that  day  on  river  and 
lake.  Good  many  salmon  on  the  preserves.  The  evening 
trout  fishing  has  just  commenced.  Fishing  my  water 
last  (Tuesday)  evening,  Capt.  Harris  ki'led,  in  three- 
quaite.'S  of  an  hour,  twelve  lovely  trout,  weighing  over 
101b.  The  trout  fishing  on  the  lake  has,  since  the  appeir- 
anceof  the  Green  Drake,  been  simply  brilliant.  May  18,  Mr. 
Cotham  Idlled  seven  trout,  151b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Archdall, 
Be'fast,  seven,  141b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Stackpool  and  Mr.  Hugh 
Westrop,  fishing  from  the  one  boat,  hid  eleven,  171b, 
(largest,  61b.).  19th,  same  two  rods,  seven,  12Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Cotham,  seven,  121b.;  Mr.  Dunscomb,  six,  131b.  20th, 
Mr.  Cotham,  fourteen,  241b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Archdall,  seven, 
131b.  ;  Messrs.  Stackpool  and  Westrop,  nine,  151b.  21st, 
Mr.  Cotham,  twenty,  461b.  (this  bag  breaks  all  records  for 
many  years  on  Lough  Derg)  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Archdill,  eleven, 
251b.  ;  Messrs.  Stackpool  and  West  .-op,  eleven,  161b.  22nd, 
Mr.  Cotham,  nine,  231b. ;  Mr.  E.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Steel 
(Limerick),  three,  two  of  61b.  each,  and  one  21b. — total, 
141b.  23rd,  Mr.  Cotham  ten,  231b.  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Archdall, 
six,  131b.  24th,  six,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Archdall,  three,  91b. 
Thunder  and  lightning  played  old  Harry  with  the  fishing. 
Dozens  of  other  good  creels  have  been  made  this  week.  I 
have  heard  that  a  splendid  trout  of  141b.  has  been  taken 
higher  up  the  lake.  Sport  continues  good.  —  S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doouass,  Mr.  H. 
Hodges  killed,  18th,  one  salmon,  131b. ;  on  the  same 
water,  Mr.  C.  Vansittart  killed,  18th,  one  salmon,  271b. ; 
20th,  one  salmon,  15jlb. ;  2l3t,  one  salmon,  221b. ;  23rd,  two 
salmon,  141b.  and  24|lb.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  E.  Stainton 
killed,  21st,  one  salmon,  I24lb. ;  on  the  same  water  Capt. 
Moon  killed,  24th,  one  salmon,  ll|lb.  On  Heraitage, 
Lord  Massy  killed,  23rd,  two  salmon,  211b.,  311b.  On 
Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  24th,  one  salmon, 
131b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingram  killed , 
19th,  one  salmon,  13Jlb. ;  24th,  one  salmon,  15 Jib.  On 
the  Summerhill  water,  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  kiUed,  21st,  one 
salmon,  111b. — John  Eneight  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Bronn 
ti'out  continue  to  give  good  sport  on  the  above  waters. 
Gentlemen  out  from  the  Bayview  Hotel  had  from  three 
dozen  to  five  dozen  sizeable  trout  daily.  Loughnaiska  is 
generally  considered  the  best  of  this  ajries  of  lakes  both 
for  white  and  brown  trout,  and  the  fishing  of  this  water, 
together  with  that  of  LoughiUaneeina — another  white 
trout  water — is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Gahin,  proprietor 
of  the  hotel  above  mentioned.  Mr.  Galvin  also  holds  the 
anghng  rights  of  the  mourtiin  lakes  in  the  upper  lake 
district,  and  gives  free  fishing  on  all  his  wa';ers  to  anglers 
staying  at  his  hotel.  Lough  Na  Bricdarrig  is  the  be^t  of 
the  mountain  lakes,  and  is  so  called  from  the  peculiar 
colour  of  its  trout,  which  are  of  a  reddish  tint.  "  Lough- 
na-brick-darrig "  means  "Lake  of  the  red  trout." — 
T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers. — Salmon  anglers  are  enjoying 
good  sport  generally  on  all  the  more  important  waters, 
and  trout  anglers  are  doing  fairly  well  on  the  West  Cork 
streams  and  on  the  mountain  lakes. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— Following  up 
my  last  report,  Wednesday,  the  18th,  unfortunately  set  in 
with  a  light  breeze  dead  east.  In  the  morning  a  gloom 
overspread  the  sky,  and  a  few  fair  sized  fish  were  killed  on 
Lough  Envel  during  the  first  hour.  Major  French's  boat 
got  one  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Wade,  one,  4ilb.  ;  Mrs. 
Jackson,  one,  3|lb. ;  Mr.  Thomas,  one,  2|lb. ;  John 
Farrell,  one,  41b. ;  and  so  on.  Thursday,  the  east  wind 
increased  to  a  nasty  squaU,  and  the  tishiog  continued  poor, 
two  trout  being  the  most  I  heard  of  to  one  rod.  Friday, 
wind  again  deal  east,  with  a  dazzling  suu,  and  any  rod 
which  secured  two  trout  was  considered  a  lucky  one. 
Saturday,  the  breeze  vai-ied  to  north-east,  and  the  day  being 
dark  at  intervals,  fish  began  to  show  up  freely.  A  really 
splendid  fishing  afternoon  set  in,  and  a  finer  display  of 
trout  was  never  saen  at  the  GreviUe  Arms,  MuUingar, 
than  on  that  evening.  The  greatest  enthusiasm  prevailed 
amongst  the  tourist  anglers,  all  being  delighted  with 
the  sport.  Sunday,  wind  south-east  ;  a  very  fine 
day  for  angling,  but  did  not  come  up  to  expecta- 
tions. At  same  time  many  good  fish  were  killed, 
one  of  the  brothers  Bei-ne  having  captured  a 
beauty  of  little  over  Gib.,  and  several  trout  werj  taken 
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between  31b.  and  4lb.  each.  Monday,  wind  slightly  south- 
east in  the  morninj ;  light  and  very  variable  during  the  day ; 
sport  indifferent,  and  I  heard  of  no  baskets  worth  record- 
ing; my  own  was  four  fish,  weighingOlb.  Tuesday,  wind 
again  dead  east,  but  with  a  good  steady  breeze.— T.  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Baltimore. — Sea  angling  here  has  been  confined  to 
pollacking,  which  has  given  generally  good  sport.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane. — Anglers  arc  having  good  s^rt  here  at 
pollack,  but  sport  has  declined  among  all  other  fish  usua,lly 
got  here  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  nets  are  doing 
fairly  well  at  mackerel  in  the  outer  waters,  and  the 
lobster  fisheries  around  here  are  steadily  improving. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — The  water  daring  the  past  week 
has  been  very  much  discoloured  during  the  greater  pirtof 
each  day,  and  extremely  poor  results  have  been  obtained 
by  anzlers.  Foar  rods  were  plied  for  several  hours  on 
the  22nd  inst.  without  a  sirgle  fish  being  taken ;  but 
during  the  afternoon  Messrs.  Gray,  Rey,  Davis,  Puttock. 
Horncastle,  and  Durban,  each  had  a  few  flat  fish  ard 
pouting.  Mr.  aid  Mrj.  Waddell,  Mr.  Crick,  and  Mr. 
Meacock  fished  on  Monday,  but  their  total  catch  scircely 
exceeded  a  score.  The  strong  north-east  wind  on  Tuesdiy 
randered  fishing  operations  the  reverse  of  pleaBint,_but 
Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Busbuell  per-severed  for  some  time, 
and  each  made  a  fair  mixed  big.  Nothing  whatever  was 
caught  on  Wednesday  morning,  but  during  the  afternoon 
e  ich  of  eight  rods  accounted  for  about  half  a  score  of  fish. 
— J.  Richaedson. 

Deal. — There  has  been  very  poor  fisHug  lately  inshore, 
owing  to  the  water  still  keeping  thick.  The  tides  wiU  suit 
for  the  Goodwin  Sand  fishing  daring  the  Whitsuntide 
holidays,  but  white  bait  for  this  purpose  it  very  difficult  to 
obtain,  owing  to  the  mackerel  boats  making  such  poor 
catches. — Edwd.  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.). 

Eastbourne. — To-day  (Monday)  I  went  off  the  rocks, 
about  three  or  four  miles  out,  and  had,  with  Boniface,  the 
boatman,  between  two  and  three  score  of  whiting  pout, 
largest  fish  about  lib.  2oz.  ;  total  weight  about  20.b. 
Other  takes  have  included  two  score  pout  whiting  on 
Saturday,  and  one  and  a  half  score  pout  a  few  days  ago, 
with  codling  of  41b.  or  51b.,  by  Boniface's  patrons. 
Weather  bright,  and  sea  calm.    Prospects  good.— J.  W. 

SODDY. 

Margate. — Fish  are  now  coming  into  the  harbour. 
Mr.  Deanow  and  Mr.  Rabill  caught  151b.  of  eels  and  a 
few  flat  fish,  the  largest  21b.,  on  the  22ad.  Yesterday  the 
writer  caught  a  few  dabs  and  one  eel._  To-day  (Tuesday) 
some  good  eels  have  been  taken  by  visitors  off  the  pier 
wall.  Several  good  pollack  have  been  caught  in  the 
harbour  last  week.  If  weather  keeps  good  we  ought  to 
have  good  takes  the  coming  week. — T.  Jephcott. 

Plymouth.- Matters  in  the  fishing  line  are  pritty 
much  the  same  as  last  week,  and  the  early  spring  is  bring- 
ing the  fish  closer  to  the  shore.  In  Firestone  Bay 
amateurs  are  having  fine  sport  with  the  pollack,  using  rod 
lines  with  floats.  Some  nice  ones  have  also  been  taken 
from  off  the  Promenade  Pier.  Several  fine  bass  havebaen 
landed  at  North  Corner  during  the  week  ;  -one  gentleman 
had  four  good  sized  ones.  Mackerel  are  stiU  a  long  way  off 
the  shore.  Flat  fish  have  also  been  caught  at  Rusty 
Anchor.  Bottom  fishing  for  whiting  and  pouting  is 
steadily  improving.— W.  Heardee  (B.S.A.S.).  . 

Tenby. — We  are  now  having  fine,  summer-like  weather, 
after  much  rain  and  a  spell  of  cold,  N.E.  winds.  There 
are  plenty  of  flat  fish  (plaice  and  dabs)  about.  Small  bass 
and  grey  mullet  up  to  IJlb.  are_  showing  up,  but  no 
mackerel  as  yet.  Some  grand  sewin  have  been  taken  by 
netsmen  this  wesk,  up  to  81b.  or  101b.  each,  and  in  the 
pink  of  condition. — H. 

Valeutia. — The  weather  is  now  favourable,  and  good 
sport  has  generally  been  had  in  all  departments.  Anglers 
out  after  poUack  caught  from  a  dozen  to  twenty  to  each 
rod  or  hand-Hue,  and  bottom  fishers  had  from  fifty  to  150 
fish,  principally  gurnard.  No  bass  were  had  last  week, 
though  those  fish  are  reported  to  be  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  here  at 
pollack,  which  are  abundant  here  this  year  at  nearly  all 
parts  of  th9  bay.  Gurnard  and  whiting  are  apparently 
getting  more  numerous  in  the  small  bay  ;  and  here,  on 
Monday,  Messrs.  Teahen,  Sullivan,  Stex,  and  Carey 
caught  182  fish  in  about  five  hours.— T.  J.  D. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY   ARRANGE-  . 
MENTS. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in  addition 
to  the  tourist  fortnightly  and  week-end  tickets  to  the 
East  and  North-east  Coasts  and  the  Norfolk  Broads 
districts  (Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Southend-on. 
Sea,  Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Fehxstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  Scar- 
borough,  Whitby,  Bridlington,  &c.),  which  are  issued  from 
Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London  and  suburban 
stations  throughout  the  summer,  they  wiU  issue  special 
cheap  excursion  tickets  on  Friday,  May  27,  to  Newcastle, J 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  &c.,  and  on  Saturday,  May  28,  to. 
Doncaster,  Hull.  Sheffield,  Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dakeries), 
Chesterfield,  Manchester,  York,  Scarborough,  Leeds, 
Bradford,  Wakefield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  &c.  ;  also  to 
the  principal  stations  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge,  Suffolk, 
Norfolk,  &c.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at 
Liverpool-street,  and  at  their  various  City  and  West-end. 
offices. 

Additional  relieving  trains  will  be  run  on  Friday  ard 
Saturday  to  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich, 
Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge, 
Lynn,  &c.  On  Friday  spec'al  trains  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  1.-30  p.m.,  for  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton, 
Ipswich,  Norwich,  and  Cromer  ;  at  1.3-5  p.m.  to  Yar» 
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month  and  Lowestoft,  and  at  4  20  p.m.  to  Southend-on- 
Sea.  On  Saturday  si^ecial  trains  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  9.55  a.m.,  4.10  and  7.12  p.m.,  to  Colchester, 
iDswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft";  at  1,30  p.m  ,  to 
Felixstowe  ;  at  4  5  p.m.,  to  Southend  ;  and  at  4,10  p.m., 
to  Clacton  and  Walton.  A  sppciil  throueh  train  wiii 
also  leave  Gospel  Oak  at  9.5  a.m.,  for  Colchester  and 
Clacton,  calling  at  all  stations  to  South  Tottenham.  For 
the  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at  business  late  on 
Saturday  ni^rht,  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  11  55  p.m.,  for  Norwich  [via  Cambridge)  ;  and 
at  12.25,  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft  (via 
Ip'wich),  callin?  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations ; 
and  at  12.3  night,  the  fast  supper  train  to  Colchester  and 
Clacton-on-Sea. 

Oa  Bank  Holiday  escarsion  trains  will  be  run  from 
Liverpool-itreet  and  Fenchuroh-street  to  Southend-on- 
Sea  and  Burnham-on-Crouch  ;  from  Liverpool-street,  to 
Clacton,  Walton,  Harwich,  Yarmouth,  Cambridge,  and 
Ely;  from  St.  Pancras,  to  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Cam- 
bridge,  and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued,  and 
snecial  trains  run  to  Epp-ng  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye 
House. 

On  Whit-Tuesday  a  special  early  train  will  be  run  from 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Ipswich,  &c.,  due  in  London  8  a.m. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  a_  larprely  attended  meeting  Dr.  Brunton  cc3upied 
the  chair.  Followin?  fishing  reports  were  handed  in : 
Mr.  R.  Wright,  one  trout,  21b. ;  Dr.  Patterson,  one  brace 
trout ;  Mr.  Reeves,  two  brace  trout ;  Mr.  Close,  one 
brace  trout  ;  Mr.  Emery,  one  and  a  half  brace  trout, 
Ijlb.,  IJlb.,  lib.  2oz.  All  the  above  fish  were  taken  from 
our  water  at  Chesham,  which  is  fishing  very  well  indeed. 
The  Rev.  Father  Meyer  then  read  a  very  humorous  and 
instructive  paper,  entitled  "  Roach  Fishing  a  la  mode." 
He  spoke  of  fishing  for  roaoh  in  various  styles,  and  in  a 
great  many  rivers,  especially  on  the  eastern  coast.  Hi? 
opinion  was  that  the  Blackwater,  part  of  which  is  rented 
by  this  society,  was  one  of  the  finest  reach  fishing  rivers 
in  England.  The  paper  was  brimming  over,  as  usual, 
with_ humour  and  anecdote,  and  at  its  conclusion  a  most 
cprdial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Father  Meyer  for  his 
kiu'lness.  The  fly  and  b lit  casting  competition,  arranged 
as  per  programme  for  June  4,  has  been  postponed,  as  the 
May  Fly  is  expected  to  be  in  evidence  by  then.  The  usual 
toasfs  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  preceded  by  the 
anglers'  chorus,  concluded  a  very  pleasant  evening. 

  Alex.  Wright. 


Angling  fixtures. 

Jnue  1.  I 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Distribution. 
Bostonians  :  Annual  dinner. 
Highbury  :  Dinner  and  presentation. 
June  2. 

Hatcham_  Brothers  :  Supper  and  concert. 
New  Albion  Piscatorial  s:  Annual  dinner. 


June     5. — < 


5 
G. 
6. 
7. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
12. 
12. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
15. 
15. 
19.' 
19.. 


Convivial :  Annual  dinner. 
■Dibdin  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
— Islington  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
— Brunswick  Brothers  :  Distribution  and  concert, 
— CoUingwood  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
—Cambridge  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner. 
— Sundial :  Supper  and  distribution. 
— Crown  and  Buokland  :  Annual  dinner. 
— Original  Alexandra :  Annual  dinner. 
— St.  Thomas  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
—Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
— Good  Intent :  Distritution. 
—Albion  Brothers :  Distribution. 
, — Jubilee  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
— West  Green  :  Smoking  concert. 
— Allason  United  :  Match. 
— LincDlu  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 


%t^oxi%  ftom  Clubs 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
i^acft  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening'.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Repoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Anerlers'  Association  (No.  2  Distkict)  Visit- 

ine  List.— The  Eastonian  A.S.,  who  were  announced 
in  last  issue  of  Fishing  Gazette  as  taiiog  their  next  return 
visit,  will  not  take  place.  I  have  received  a  communication 
that  they  cannot  take  it  at  present,  so  I  will  try  and 
a-range  the  next  one  on  the  list  to  take  it,  and  announce 
dite  of  same  as  per  usual  in  Fi^hinq  Gazette.— Ben 
Abeahams. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society.  The  Framp- 
ton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney.— Our  distribution  of 
prizes  takes  place  on  Wednesday,  June  15  ;  all  members 
and  triends  who  have  promised  prizes  are  requested  to  pay 
them  in  by  June  8th.  The  annual  supper  will  take  place 
on  June  29.— H.  Haines. 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbndge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate  W  — 
Ihe  meeting  of  May  25  was  again  well  attended,  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  E.  Clarke.  Mr.  Abrahams  was 
elected  secretary,  and  the  two  vacancies  on  the  general 
committee  fell  to  Messrs.  J.  Abbott  and  G.  Blades.  The 
p.-ize  list  was  read  out,  and  we  have  got  close  on  £16  to 
urn  for  this  season.    Our  first  match  will  be  a  pegged- 


down  one,  in  the  A.  A.  water's  new  cutting.  West  Drayton, 
on  June  19,  from  Iron  Bridge  to  the  lock;  two  rods 
allowed.— Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's-inn-fields.— On  May  24  a  return 
Tisit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  List  was  psiid  to  the 
above.  Mr.  Pailes  was  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Drew. 
Pianist.  Mr.  Durham.  The  harmony  was  good,  and  an 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  On  the  roll  call  ten  societies 
answered.  I  wish  to  return  thanks  to  all  that  favo  ircd 
us  with  their  company. — J.  Chambers. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road.— A  special  meeting  is  called  for 
\yednesday,  June   1,  when  the  season's  prizes  will  be 
distributed,  and  other  business   considered.  —  F.  W 
Maetin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,    Queens-road,    Battersea,    S.W.  —  On  May  21 

members  decided  to  let  the  rules  remain  intact.  I  should 
feel  obliged  if  members  would  let  me  have  their  names  at 
once,  both  for  Watersfield  outing,  on  June  12,  and  for 
privilege  tickets.— A.  Jenkins. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— The  twenty-sixth 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on 
May  19,  on  which  occasion  the  chair  was  most  ably  filled 
by  Mr.  J.  Pailes,  faced  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes.  The  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  passed  off  in  a  most  satisfactory 
manner.  I  thank  members  and  friends  of  other  societies 
for  their  company  on  that  occasion.  We  have  a  very  good 
prize  list  for  the  coming  season,  but  should  be  pleased  to 
recfive  any  addition —T.  Paternoster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern, 
Dalby-street,  Princa  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town.— Our 
annual  dinner  will  be  held  at  clubhouse,  on  Wednesday, 
June  1,  at  7.30.  Mr.  J.  Jennings,  chairman;  Mr.  C. 
Ward,  vice-chairman.  Secretary  will  be  in  attendance 
at  headquarters  on  Sunday  and  Tuesday  evening  to 
receive  prizes,  subscriptions,  &c. — J.  H. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley-by-Bow.— Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  June  7,  at  the  above  clubhouse,  and  a  smoking  con- 
cert will  f  ollow  the  same  evening,  and  I  hope  members  and 
friends  will  forward  on  the  piizes  promised,  on  or  before 
that  time.  Host  H.  Jackson  put  a  splendid  spread  in 
front  of  the  members  at  their  annual  dinner,  who  had  a 
thoroughly  enjoyable  night,  although  the  attendance  was 
not  up  to  the  usual  standard.— J.  Watkins. 

Cambridge  Seath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.— On  May  24  our  distribution  of  prizes  and 
smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  A.B.8.  took  place,  and  was 
a  grand  success,  the  room  beinj  filled,  and  some  grand 
talent  was  there.  Over  £20  was  presented  in  prizes  by 
our  worthy  host,  Mr.  B.  Williams,  and  the  prize  list  for  the 
coming  season  reached  the  grand  total  of  £38.  I  wish  to 
return  thanks  o  those  gentlemen  who  honoured  us  with 
their  company,  and  also  the  donors  of  prizes  ;  and  I  most 
heartily  thank  the  North-East  Brothers  A.S.  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  helped  us  in  making  the  above  a 
success.  Annual  general  meeting  night,  June  14.— P.  E. 
Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— AVe  had  a  most  enjoyable 
evenmg  on  Wednesday,  May  25,  and  a  sjlBndid  supper, 
thanks  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  catered  for  us.  I  must  also 
thank  our  friends  who  have  given  us  a  good  start  in  prizes 
for  the  coming  season. — E.  Boxall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  S.W.— 
At  our  last  meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of  making  Mr. 
Wm.  Montague,  sen.,  a  member.  He  also  added  10s.  6d. 
to  our  new  prize  list  for  the  forthcoming  season.  We  also 
nominated  three  more  gentlemen.  Will  members  kindly 
attend  next  meeting  night,  as  important  business  will  be 
brought  forward  ?—G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road  —Through  the  non-attendance 
of  our  stewards,  it  was  decided  at  the  last  meeting  that 
our  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  be  postponed. 
It  was  also  decided  that  a  balance-sheet  be  presented  by 
the  end  of  May.  Prize  money,  &c.,is  coming  in  well,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  the  few  outstanding  prizes  from 
our  friends  as  quickly  as  possible.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  next  meeting. — S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— A  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Alma  A.S.  on 
Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  Pailes  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
Drew.  Ten  societies  answered  to  the  roll  call,  viz.  : 
Eustonian,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  North  London, 
Camden,  Royal  Georgj,  Ditden,  Brompton,  True  Cale- 
donians, and  West  Newington.  The  next  visit  will  be  to 
the  North  London  A.S.,  date  later.— F.  C  vstell. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.— Our  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
June  7.  Will  members  phase  attend  Tuesday  next,  as  I 
wish  to  make  final  arrangements  for  the  supper.  Members 
please  note  that  I  have  the  new  list  for  this  season's 
privilege  tickets,  and  should  feel  obliged  if  they  would 
give  in  their  names  as  soon  as  possible  for  same  — W 
Beames. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road.— Our  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  was  a  great  success.  We  had  a  full  room,  with 
plenty  of  good  harmony,  and  the  box  was  well  responded 
to.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the  White  Swan, 
Hertford  Town,  on  June  5,  when  I  hop?  all  members  will 
put  in  an  attendance. — Phil. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester-row, 
Westminster.— A  special  meeting  is  called  for  June  8,  to 
arrange  for  coming  season.  Mr.  F.  Tidbury  was  elected  a 
working  member. — J.  White. 


1,,^^?''^  Buokland  Piscatorial  Society, 

Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.G.  —  Our 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  May  24,  Mr.  J. 
Knight  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Elsmore  (Friendly  Anglers) 
Ji  vice,  who,  with  his  usual  kindness,  came  a  long  way 
to  oblige.  The  prizes  were  handed  to  the  winners  by  our 
late  host,  Mr.  Mott,  who  stated  that,  although  he  was 
retiring,  he  should  still  continue  to  do  the  best  he  could 
to  promote  the  interest  of  the  club.  The  principal 
winners  were  Messrs.  Norris,  W.  J.  Long,  H.  Wright  G. 
Franklin,  A.  Anderson,  C.  Walters,  6.  Glover,  P.'  T 
Godfrey,  B.  Richardson,  H.  Chandler,  and  A.  Sherwood." 
Ihe  concert  was  a  great  success,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
club  are  due  to  the  following  artistes,  who  contributed  to 
It  :  The  Verns  (Will  and  Edie),  Miss  Alice  Dine,  Miss 
Sherwood,  Mrs.  Burwash,  Miss  Wright,  Mr.  Fleming 
(West  London),  Will  Musgrave,  Dick  Sandow,  E. 
Scrutton  (banjo  solo),  L.  Dowling,  Bob  Laurance  G 
Bletchley  (Central  Club),  Mr.  Elsmora  (an  interesting 
case),  Mr.  Seears  (cur  host),  and  many  others.  Mr.  A.  T. 
Burwash  was  a  very  able  conductor,  and  Mr.  Bert  Ingram 
was  at  the  piano.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  accompany 
us  to  our  annual  dinner  will  please  send  their  names  at 
once.    Brake,  33. ;  dinner,  33.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  May  15  the  members  and 
friends  journeyed  to  Hoddesdon  for  their  annual  dinner 
which  took  place  at  the  Five  Horse  Shoes,  Host  Turner 
givmg  great  satisfaction  for  the  manner  in  which  he  placed 
the_  dinner  on  the  table.  After  a  few  remarks  from  the 
chairman,  the  secretary  thanked  those  gentlemen  who  had 
assisted  him  during  the  past  season  by  giving  prizes,  and 
again  appealed  to  them  to  support  him  in  the  coming 
season,  which  was  most  liberally  responded  to,  prizes  to 
the  value  of  £10  10s.  being  promised.  On  Tuesday,  the 
1/  th,  we  had  our  return  visit,  and  I  am  at  a,  loss  to  account 
for  the  small  attendance,  only  eight  clubs  being  repre- 
sented. On  Tuesday,  the  24th,  there  was  a  very  full 
attendance,  and  some  very  important  items  were  discussed. 
It  was  also  decided  that  the  society  should  not  meet  on 
'Tuesday,  the  31st,  on  account  of  the  holidays.  I  should 
like  all  members  to  be  present  on  June  7,  when  the  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place.  Members  please  let 
me  know  whether  they  require  new  privilege  tickets.— S. 
Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Tickets  for  supper  and 
distribution  on  June  6  now  ready,  price  2s.  6d. ;  covers  off 
at  8.30  p.m.  ;  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  names  of 
members  and  friends  requiring  same  as  early  as  possible, 
and  oblige  ;  can  be  obtained  at  the  bar  of  headquarters,  or 
of  the  secretary — H.  Brock. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  ApoUo, 
All  Saints  -road,  Westbourne  Park.— Our  annual  dinner 
took  place  on  Thursday  last,  when  forty-four  members 
and  friends  sat  down  to  a  capital  dinner,  supplied  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  which  everyone  enjoyed.  Mr.  Twyman,  of  the 
Colclen  A.S. ,tookthe  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  AUum,  when  the 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  the  luckiest  winners  being 
Messrs.  Wilkins  and  Abbott.  The  chairman  then  opened 
the  new  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  was  well 
responded  to.  During  the  evening  we  had  some  capiial 
singing  by  Mr.  B.  Millett  and  others.  I  wish  to  return 
our  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Cobden  A.S.  for 
their  company  and  supporton  that  evening.— W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half- Way  House, 
Earlstield,  S.W. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society 
was  held  on  Tuesdiy  evening,  when  we  had  a  good  muster 
of  members.  Mr.  Gathercole  was  elected  president ;  Mr. 
Mathews,  vice-president ;  Mr.  Joe  Rotherham,  treasurer ; 
Messrs.  Shepherd  and  Gomm,  auditors  ;  and  Mr. 
Traquair  was  re-elected  hon.  sec.  for  the  ensuing  year. 
We  have  a  balance  in  hand  of  £28,  also  a  splendid  prize 
list  for  the  ensuing  season.  We  made  eight  new  members 
on  our  dinner  night.  The  society  has  purchased  a  boat  to 
be  placed  on  the  private  water  rented  by  the  club  for  the 
convenience  of  the  members.  Members  absent  from  last 
meeting  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as 
important  business  will  be  brought  forward.— A.  T. 

■Pirm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HiUmgdon-street,  Walworth. — Two  gentlemen  have  been 
proposed  as  working  members.  Next  Wednesday  being 
quarterly  night,  I  hope  to  see  all  members  attend  and 
clear  the  books,  as  we  have  some  very  particular  business 
to  be  done,  and  interesting  to  all  members.— T.  Rosser. 

Covent  Oarden  Fiscatorials,  King's  Arms,  Long 
Acre,  W.C.— Our  next  quarterly  general  meeting  takes 
place  next  Tuesday,  May  31,  8.30  sharp,  when  the 
attendance  of  all  members  is  earnestly  re<iuested.— W, 
Masse-s'. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  W,— The  twenty-seventh  annual 
dinner  of  the  above  society  took  place  on  May  24.  The 
repast  provided  by  Mr.  Wilson  was  of  the  u?ual  high 
quality,  and  due  justice  was  done  hy  the  members  and 
friends  to  all  the  good  things.  The  principal  prize  winners 
were:  Messrs.  Fowler,  Chapman,  Glaister,  King.  EUins, 
Verity,  Mitchell,  James,  Bailey,  and  Lawtord.  We 
concluded  a  very  enjoyable  evening  with  harmony,  and  it 
will  be  seep  from  the  following  list  that  we  were  well 
supplied  with  talent:  Messrs.  Lavey,  Warren,  Smith, 
Steptoe,  Pease,  Waddam,  Dudley,  Grace,  Higgs,  West, 
Quinton,  Q.  Partridge,  Sutton,  and  Clarke.  1  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  from  honorary  members;  also  to  see  all 
members  requiring  privilege  tickets  on  Tuesday  evening, 
when  I  send  in  list. — J.  E.  Lawford. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Several  of  our  members  have 
been  out  trout  fishing,  but  have  not  been  very  successful. 
Our  yearly  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tues- 
day, June  14.  Mr.  J.  Williams  will  preside.— R.  MnEPHY. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  S.E.— The  sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  this 
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society  was  held  on  the  24th  inst.,  Mr.  E.  Stokes  in  the 
chair.  The  ordinary  routine  of  business  having  been  dis- 
posed of,  the  report  and  balance-sheet  for  twelve  months 
ending  April  30  last  was  laid  before  the  members.  The 
balance-eheet  showed  there  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  the  sum  of  £7  93.  OJd.,  and  the  liabilities  nil. 
Daring  the  year  half  a  guinea  had  been  given  to  the 
Rivers  Preservation  Fund,  one  guinea  subscribed  to  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation,  and  13a.  Gd.  to  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  boxes.  There  was  an  increase  of 
fish  weighed-in  of  o81b.  6Joz.  The  following  gentlf  mm 
were  re-elected  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months  :  Mr.  J. 
Hamilton,  president;  Messrs.  E.  Ryder  and  T.  Forbutt, 
vice-presidents ;   Mr.  J.  H.  Rich,  treasurer ;  Messrs. 

G.  Gibbons,  W.  Rich,  S.  Fagg,  T.  Wolland,  J.  flaigh, 
E.  Stokes,  C.  Green,  J.  Chalkley,  and  W.  J.  Wade, 
committeemen ;  Mr.  W.  Kayes,  hon.  sec. — W.  K. 

Hatcham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross,  S.E. — The  annual 
supper  of  the  Hatcham  Brothers'  A.S.  will  take  place  on 
Thursday,  June  2,  with  concert  to  follow.  Members  are 
respec fully  requested  to  clear  the  boots  before  that  date. 
— W.  Tarry. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Our  brake  outing  was  a  success 
in  every  way.  The  dinner  was  provided  by  Mr.  Bird,  of 
the  Cock  Inn,  on  Parndon  Green,  after  which  we  had  a 
very  enjoyable  walk  through  some  pretty  parts  of  Essex, 
then  back  to  tea.  Several  visitors  said  that  they  had 
never  enjoyed  themselves  batter.  We  met  on  Tuesday 
last  (Mr.  WUkea  in  the  chair),  when  the  steward  gave  in 
his  report.  The  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on 
.fune  6. — J.  H.  Heebeet. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  distriltu- 
tion  of  annual  and  special  prizes  took  place  on  Wednesday 
evening  last,  the  prizes  presented  being  numerous  and 
valuable,  and  a  good  list  was  promised  for  competition 
during  the  ensuing  season.  The  new  privilege  tickets  are 
now  in  course  of  preparation ;  members  requiring  the 
same  please  send  in  their  names  as  early  as  possible. — 

H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Ait'jur,  Golborne- 
road. — The  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  will  take 
place  oa  June  15.  Will  gentlemen  who  have  promised 
prizes  pleiEe  forward  them  to  me  at  their  exrliest  con- 
venience ?  All  members  in  arrears  are  given  untU  June  1 
to  clear  the  same,  othervrise  wUl  be  struck  off  the  books. 
—A.  Ide. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, PentonviUe-road. — We  held  our  annual 
supper  on  May  17,  when  the  chair  was  ably  occupied  by 
Mr.  0.  Watling,  sen.  Host  Pearce  deserves  great  credit 
for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  he  catered  for  the 
wants  of  the  members  on  this  occasion.  The  principal 
prize  winners  were  Messrs.  White,  Webber,  and  Bowdrey, 
upwards  of  fony  piizes  being  taken  by  different  members. 
A  good  number  of  prizes  are  promised  for  next  season. 
At  our  last  meeting  the  following  members  were  elected 
to  take  officj  :  Mr.  Nelson,  chairman;  Mr.  Pearce, 
treasurer;  Messrs.  Manly  and  W.  Watling,  delegates  to 
Central  Association;  Messrs.  Johnson  and  C.  Biggs, 
auditors ;  and  W.  Watling,  secretary.  Our  first  outing 
of  the  season  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on  June  19,  for 
several  prizes ;  all  to  start  on  the  morning. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.  —  I  have  heard  of  nothiug  being  dtn? 
ia  the  trout  line  during  the  past  week.  The 
weather  has  been  most  unsettled,  there  haviag  been 
two  soaking  days,  and  a  dreadful  thunderstorm  passed 
over  the  city  on  Sunday  evening.  Yesterday  and  Monday 
were  very  warm,  aud  really  the  only  approach  to  May 
weather  we  have  experienced.  Our  hon.  treasurer  has  had 
several  trout  over  lib.  each  from  the  Birkenhead  Park 
Lake.  This  water  was  stocked  with  trout  by  the  Birken- 
head Corporation  two  years  ago,  and  fishing  in  it  has  been 
prohibited  for  two  seasons,  to  give  the  trout  a  chance.  It 
is  open  now,  and  the  fish  appear  to  have  thriven  well,  if 
those  taken  by  Mr.  Hughes  can  be  looked  upon  as  fair 
samples.  It  lo  )k8  well  to-day  for  angling  durirg  the 
WLi:snntide  holidays.  We  go  to  the  Dee  and  our  own 
reservoir. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Maldon  and  Heyhridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon. — There  has  again  been  an 
abundance  of  whiting  pout,  whiting,  and  eel  pouts  taken 
during  last  week.  The  best  sport  seems  to  have  been  cS 
Clark  s  Beacon  and  Latchingdon  Hole.  Parties  in  bi  ats 
have  taken  as  many  as  500  and  600  per  boit,  and  the  sport 
seems  delightful,  some  taking  as  many  as  three  and  four 
at  a  time  with  rod  and  sprawl.  On  the  21st  inst.  Messrs. 
F.  Anderson,  H.  Hutchinson,  A.  Eavery,  F.  Perry,  F. 
Keen,  Clark,  Woodcraft,  Hardy  Brothers,  and  several 
other  anglers  have  had  some  fine  baskets  and  bags  of  fish 
from  the  basin.  I  regret  to  hear  that  a  party  of  London 
anglers  had^uch  poor  sport  on  May  22,  the  reason  being 
that  several  porpoises  were  amongst  the  fish,  and  con- 
sequently drove  them  out  of  the  river  for  the  time  being. 
Anglers  should  again  try  thtir  luck  during  the  holidays 
next  week,  when  no  doubt  some  good  sport  vnU  be  secured. 
Messrs.  Tracy  and  A.  Clark  have  some  capital  boats  to  let 
for  the  purpose,  and  wiU  supply  the  nec' ssary  bait  on 
application.  The  tickets  for  the  Langford  Eishery  are 
now  issued,  dated  from  June  16  to  Sept.  29,  1898,  at  2s. 
each. — F.  Kebn. 

Mutual  Angling  Society,  76,  Devonshire-road, 
Wanstead  Shp,  Stratford,  E. — A  special  mseting  will  be 
held  at  above  address  on  June  7  next,  called  by  the 
secretary.  A  few  members  and  friends  are  going  to 
Dagenham  on  Bank  Holiday,  eeling.  Pull  particulars  of 
secretary  if  any  like  to  join  us. — W.  Clonting. 

North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Betlinal  Green,  E.— On  Jane  1  there 


will  be  a  special  meeting,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster. — A,  Lewis. 

Olive  Branch  Angling  Society,  Olive  Branch, 
Park-lane,  Tottenham.— A  Bjhemian  concert  took  place 
at  the  above  society  cn  May  23,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S., 
when  the  following  ladies  and  gentlemen  Liadly  obliged  : 
Mr.  Bell.  Mr.  Woolridge,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Roach,  Mr. 
Curne,  Mark  Verrell,  Mr.  Franklin,  jun.,  Mr.  Fianklin, 
sen..  Miss  Turton,  Mrs.  Frantlin,  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  C. 
Roberts,  and  o:hers.  The  chairman  pleadel  hard  for  the 
Benevolent  Brothers,  and  was  please!  to  receive  the  sum 
of  5s.  from  Mr.  Pitney ;  taking  the  concert  generally,  it 
was  a  success;  Mr.  C.  Roberts,  chairman;  Mr.  R.  Denton, 
vice-chair. — W.  Feanklin. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green.  —  On  May  24  our 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  Mr.  S.  Orrow  winning 
the  gross  weisht  prize,  and  Mr.  J.  Merrick  the  season 
roach  prize  ;  the  annual  prizes  for  jack  bream,  perch,  and 
dace  were  not  won  ;  forty-seven  prizes  were  fished  for  and 
won,  J.  Meriick  coming  in  for  the  lion's  share,  he  having 
won  one  annual  and  four  specials.  Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  plaoe  on  June  12,  at  the  Black  Rabbit,  Arundel. — E. 
Brockeit. 

Fhceniz  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — Mr.  Tayier's  perch  is  now  on  show ;  Mr. 
Barnes  has  turned  it  out  well.  If  our  members  feel  fit 
next  Tuesday,  I  should  like  to  see  them. — R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — There  was  a  very 
fair  muster  of  membera  present  on  Monday,  and  our 
delegate  gave  us  a  very  interesting  report.  Mr.  Davis 
was  elected  an  honorary  member.  Members  requiring 
privilege  a,nd  Benevolent  tickets  will  oblige  by  making  an 
early  application. — W.  B. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — A  speciil  meeting  will  take 
placi  on  May  31,  to  consider  date  of  outing  and  arrange 
prizes  for  same.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend. — 
Geo.  Keene. 

Soyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 

Hotel,  Bateman-street. — We  were  very  well  attended  last 
meeting  night.  A  general  meeting  is  called  for  June  8, 
when  I  hDpe  to  see  all  members  in  their  places  on  that 
occasion.  Will  members  kindly  attead  next  meeting 
night,  as  an  alteration  of  the  rules  is  suggested  ? — J. 
Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society,  Knights 
of  St.  John,  Queen's-terrace,  St.  John's  Wood. — The 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at  headquarters, 
The  Knights  of  St.  John  Hotel,  Queen's-terrace,  St. 
John's  Wood,  on  May  23,  the  president,  Mr.  F.  Harris, 
in  the  chair.  A  smoking  concert  had  been  arranged,  and 
the  vocal  ani  instrumental  talent  were  both  of  a  high 
order.  The  president  diitributed  the  prizes,  which  were 
both  numerous  and  valuable,  On  the  resumption  of 
harmony  the  chiir  was  filled  by  Mr.  W.  Lable,  who  started 
the  private  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season  with  the  offer 
of  five  guineas.  This  was  supplemented  by  Mr.  Cooke, 
of  the  firm  of  J.  Jameson  and  Co.,  whisky  distillers,  and 
Mr.  Carroll,  each  with  one  guinea,  and  the  secretary 
received  the  names  of  many  other  gentlemen  in  the  room 
who  wished  to  contribute,  so  that  the  prize  list  already 
assumes  formidable  proportions.  The  following  gentle- 
men kindly  ontiibuted  to  the  etteitiinment  :  Messrs.  G. 
Edgar,  Valentine,  Conway,  A.  Worsop,  Carter,  Bigley, 
Ladyman,  Lillie,  Prankam,  Hibbird,  Townley,  W.  Little- 
wood,  Manning,  &c.  ;  accompanist,  Mr.  Martin. — H.  B. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth,  S.E.  —  On  the  18th  Mr. 
Ford  ey  was  proposed  as  a  member.  We  take  our  tenth 
annual  outing  and  dinner  at  the  Duke's  Head,  Leather- 
head;  tickets,  4j.  6d. — G.  Geoege. 

South  Loudon  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  wUl  take  place  at  the 
Clapham  Junction  AS.,  The  Clarence,  Winstauley-road, 
Clapham  Junction.    Date  next  week. — Alf.  Paixteb. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — Our  sea  fishing  excursion  at  Maldon  on 
May  20  was  a  great  success,  ably  pil  .ted  by  Mr.  J.  Tracey 
in  his  yacht  Alice.  A  few  of  the  North-East  Brothers 
accompanied  us.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  day.  Last 
Fridiy  night  we  made  three  more  new  members,  and  had 
a  few  more  prizes  given. — W.  Woodford. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — We  made  three  more 
working  members  (Mr.  Tully,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr. 
Dawson),  and  have  nominated  others  for  electicn  next 
week.  We  are  anticipating  a  grand  night  on  June  9,  the 
date  of  our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes.  Will 
donors  of  prizes  kindly  forward  same  on  at  once  ?  We 
cordially  invite  any  friends  to  s  ipper ;  tickets,  2s.  6d. 
each.  We  shall  have  a  grand  concert  after,  to  which  all 
our  angling  friends  will  be  very  welcome.  Members 
requiring  supper  tickets  are  requested  to  apply  soDn  to 
save  disappointment. — C.  Chalk. 

Swindon  Golden  Carp  Angling  Association, 
119,  William-street,  New  Swindon,  \Mlts. — The  above 
association  has  secured  for  the  coming  season,  from  the 
Marquis  of  Ailesbury,  the  lights  of  fistiing  in  the  Kennet 
and  Avon  Canal,  trom  the  Bruce  Tunnel  at  Savernake  to 
Heathy  Close,  a  distance  of  about  three  miles. — W.  G. 
Adams. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road. — This  society  will  start  the  new  season 
with  about  eighty  members.  Mr.  F.  H.  Sparling  was  re- 
elected as  president ;  vice-presidents  number  eight ;  a 
strong  committee  was  also  elected.  We  shall  hold  a  grand 
smoking  concert  on  Wedncsdiy,  June  15;  Mr.  A.  W. 
Black,  chairman;  vice,  Mr.  A.  Maunder.  A  host  of  strong 
talent  guiranteed. — E.  Haynes. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — A  special  meeting 


will  be  held  on  June  1,  to  arrange  for  a  match  to  open  the 
season  with  and  other  business.  Hope  to  have  a  good 
attendance.  Since  last  report  we  have  lost  one  of  our  old 
honorary  members  by  death,  Mr.  John  Ireland,  at  the  age 
cf  seventy-six  years,  and  was  buried  at  Stratford  Church, 
Easts, — K.  Lowthee. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road, 
Wimbledon. — It  has  been  arranged  that  the  club  should 
give  a  handsome  and  valuable  silver  cup,  to  be  competed 
for  amongst  the  members,  in  lieu  of  the  prizes  for  grcss 
weight,  which  have  been  abolished.  In  addition  to  this, 
nea,rly  twenty  specials  have  been  offered  in  money  and 
articles.  The  society  has  rented  a  piece  of  the  Wey 
for  the  use  of  members.  Eight  new  members  were 
elected  on  Tuesday  at  the  weekly  meeting,  so  that 
angling  would  seem  to  be  booming  in  Wimbledon. 
Tho.e  members  who  require  privilege  tickets  should 
attend  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  so  that  the  list  of 
names  may  be  despatched  at  an  early  date.  Members 
are  also  reminded  that  the  first  quarter's  aubscrip'.ion 
for  the  year  1898-99  became  due  on  the  1st.  inst. — 
S.  Pesketi. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plnmstead-road,  Plumstead, — The  twenty-seventh 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  the 
12th  inst.,  at  headquarters.  An  excellent  )i(en'i.  put  on  by 
the  proprietor  was  done  ample  justice  to,  after  which 
the  very  numerous  company  found  good  swims,  and  a  very 
merry  and  enjoyable  eveLiag  was  spent.  The  toasts  lojal 
and  true  were  honoured  as  onj'y  anglers  and  their  friends 
can  honour  them.  With  Mr.  W.  Chambers  in  the  chiir, 
Mr.  F.  Ingram  as  vice,  and  Mr.  R.  Goodwin  at  the  piano, 
things  went  merrily  to  a  good  finish.  A  good  prize 
Hit  for  the  coming  season  was  one  cf  the  results. 
The  following  gentlemen  assisted  in  the  harmony : 
Messrs.  T.  Mann,  C.  W.  Clark,  J.  Sanford,  T.  P.  Moore, 
Will  Everett,  J.  J.  Howes,  H.  Bray,  W.  Hicks,  P.  Collins, 
and  three  gentlemen  from  the  R.A.  Band,  did  good  ser- 
vice. The  secretary,  Mr.  P.  Smith,  gave  his  report,  which 
was  well  received.  The  prize  winners  were  as  follows  ; 
Messrs.  J.  R.  Howcroft,  W.  G.  Northam,  F.  CressweU, 
F.  Ingram.  J.  Hicks,  W.  A.  Jeffs,  W.  E.  Mathews,  J. 
Wensley.  I  should  be  glad  if  members  would  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible  which  privilege  ticket  they 
require  for  the  coming  season. — P.  Smith. 


The  May  Fly  has  been  up  for  a  week  on  Windermere, 

 >»«■»<  

A  friend  of  mine  tells  a  rather  amusing  story  against 
himself,  but  as  it  po'nts  a  moral  I  am  sure  he  will  not 
object  to  my  retailing  it  here.  A  few  years  ago  this 
friend  was  reporter  tn  a  weekly  paper,  published  in  a 
pretty  Midland  town,  through  which  Shakespeare's 
"soft  flowing  Avon"  lazily  meanders.  Going  into  the 
bar  of  his  famous  hostelry  to  brace  himself  up 
for  the  sleepless  toil  of  publishing  night,  he  was 
greeted  with  the  news  that  the  first  brace  of 
trout,  taken  from  the  adjacent  stretch  of  the  Avon, 
had  been  caught  that  day.  The  exact  spot  of  capture 
was  define! ;  the  weights  of  the  fish  detailed  to  halt'  an 
ounce,  and — they  were  to  be  seen  in  the  kitchen.  Well, 
the  news  was  not  surprising.  It  was  merely  interesting 
because  it  was  well-known  that  efforts  had  been  made 
tj  acclimatise  trout  (Levenensis)  to  the  Avon.  Any 
suspicions  of  a  "plant"  by  his  chums  were  removed  by 
the  assurances  of  Mr.  Boniface.  So,  with  notes  in  h'-s 
pocket,  conviction  in  his  head,  and  an  extra  "Dewar" 
down  "the  red  lane,"  Mr.  Inkilinger  wended  his  way  to 
the  office  of  his  paper — whose  motto  is  "  I  need  no  other 
herald,  no  other  speaker  of  my  living  actions" — and  the 
next  morning  the  gloniag  paragraph  appeared  in  print. 
You  can  imagine  what  it  wag  like.  The  reporter's 
eloqaence  befitted  the  novelty  of  the  incilent.  Later  on 
he  soared  to  pinnacles  of  lurid  blasphemy,  and  exclaimed 
with  the  i  nmortal  bard,  "  thou  de  boshed  fish  I " 


Wht  ?  Beoiuse  he  hadn't  viewed  the  bodies.  Had  he 
done  so  he  would  have  discovered  not  ievenZuwjjus  (trout), 
but  Clupea  har-engus  (red  herring)  in  the  kitchen.  It  has 
become  the  craze  of  the  latter  day  ultra-sensitive  coroners' 
juryman  to  roundly  protest  against  the  practice  of  viewing 
bjdies,  bat  I  think  the  foregoing  story  conclusively  shows 
that  if  a  man  is  to  write  truthfully  on  a  dead  subject  he 
mus;  fi  st  of  all  "  view  the  body."  Seeing  is  believing, 
you  knOT.  Some  of  the  finest  feats  in  journalism  have 
no  doubt  been  accomplished  in  the  smoke  room  of  Te  Olde 
Cheshire  Cheese,  far  removed  from  the  distracting  roar 
and  carnage  of  war ;  but  there  you  had  men  with  a  know- 
ledge of  thtio  subject  building  up  splendid,  gaudy  word 
fabrics  on  a  feeble  found  ition  of  trutn.  Tney  were  pretty 
safe  and  free  from  risi,  because  the  world,  their  readers, 
had  not  beheld  the  setnes  so  graphically  described.  In 
the  ordinary  every-day  world  of  anglers  it  is  quite 
different.  Here  we  hive,  I  am  glad  to  note,  a 
growing  demand  for  truth.  The  fisherman's  reputation  for 
veracity — voracity  if  you  like — is  slowly  emerging  from 
behind  the  cloud  of  public  suspicion  which  has  veiled  it  so 
long.  If  the  recorders  of  fabulous  "catches,"  and  tre- 
mendous fish  that  never  existed,  would  only  take  care  to 
view  the  bodies  before  arriving  at  their  \erdiots — well, 
then  we  should  be  able  to  discriminate  between  a  151b. 
dace  and  a  lib.  pike. 


Aftee  the  above  experience,  Mr.  Inkslinger  used  con- 
stantly to  assert :  "  Well,  they  say  truth  em  be  found  at 
the  bottom  of  the  well."     If  angler's  truth  has  any 


400 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


connection  at  all  witli  water — which  is  doubtful — it  may 
be  found  near  a  well,  but  I  doubt  very  much  if  it  can  near 
sea,  river,  or  brook. 

A  WIRE  from  Mr.  Bridger,  of  Southampton,  announces 
that  the  May  Fly  is  "  up  "  (email  rise)  on  the  Itchen,  and 
that  the  weather  is  unsettled.  I  hope  it  will  "  settle,"  as 
I  intend  to  have  three  whole  days'  fishing  during  the 
holidays,  and  all  the  fattest  May  Flies  I  can  come  across 
—  Coi-ixa;,  bugs,  beetles,  blue  bottles,  and  bumbles,  and 
many  other  "  engines  of  v.  ar  "— will  accompany  me  to  alittle 
trout  strpam  in  the  leirt  of  Norfolk,  on  slaughter  intent. 
The  "Major"  and  the  "  A.  A."  are  on  the  job;  and 
although  up  to  now  no  news  of  their  success,  or  other- 
wise, is  to  hand,  I  wouldn't  mind  betting  my  old  roach 
pole  to  the  Major's  21-guinea  fly  rod,  that  they  will  get 
more  fish  in  one  day  than  I  shall  get  in  three.  No 
matter;  success  to  evei  y  angler  who  is  fortunate  enough 
to  have  a  turn  among  the  trout  during  the  holidays. 
 >  »  >  ♦  <  

"  Trifles  light  as  (h)  air."  This  is  a  "  trifle  "  sent  by 
Mr.  Pickersgill,  of  Leeds.  Thank  you,  tir  ;  some  of  the 
yarns  we  read  do  not  "hold  water."  There  seems  to 
be  p'enty  of  it  in  the  following:  "A  gentleman  fishing 
the  Irish  lakes  was  accompanif  d  by  a  local  guide,  who,  on 
telling  him  the  extraordinary  depths  of  one  certain  lake, 
the  visitor  seemed  rather  to  doubt  the  truth.  But 
McCarthy  then  told  him  how  his  V  rother  Dan  had  convinced 
a  gentleman  last  year.  He  said,  'My  brother  jumped 
into  the  lake;  but  he  never  came  up  again.'  '  But  was 
your  brother  so  foolish  as  to  lose  his  life  ia  order  to  con- 
vince the  gentleman  ?  '  '  Oh,  sir,  he  did  not  lose  his  life. 
You  know  this  globe  is  round,  and  my  brother  dropped 
through  into  Australia,  and  telegraphed  at  once  to  us  for 
to  send  his  clothes  round,  as  he  had  nothing  to  put  on.' 


"  Dowsett's  Guide  to  County  Cricket  for  1898  "  is  just 
to  hand.    It  is  a  handy  pocket  guide  to  all  the  important 
fixtures,  and  mny  be  obtained  for  one  penny  on  applica 
tion  to  A.  C.  Dowsett,  10,  York  Buildings,  Hastings. 


"  The  sea,  the  fei,  the  open  sea,"  sang  Barry  Cornwall. 
Here  is  another  chance  for  Londoners.  With  May  was 
inaugurated  delightful  river  and  sea  trips  to  Heme  Bay 
and  back.  Daily— Fridays  excepted— the  fast  and  com- 
modious saloon  steamer  Mermaid  leaves  Channg  Cross 
pier  at  9  30  a  m.,  calling  at  London  Bridge,  Greenwich, 
Blackwall,  Rosherville,  Gravesend,  and  Southend.  The 
trip  to  Heme  Bay  and  back  is  delightful,  and  passengers 
much  appreciate  the  fact  that  Charing  Cross  is  reached 
again  at  ni^ht  usually  before  nine  o'clock.  The  catering 
on  board  is  excellent,  and  the  Mermaid  is  in  every  respect 
well  appointed.  Although  the  season  has  scarcely  begun, 
these  trips  are  already  proving  very  popular.  The  return 
fare  is  but  43.,  intermediate  fares  at  proportionate  rates. 


Two  letters  haae  been  received  from  Mr.  R.  Clayton— 
one  stating  tlah  the  Drayton  Park  Piscatorial  Society 
was,  on  May  4,  "mutually  dissolved,"  ard  another  that 
"  a  well  attended  meeting  was  held  on  May  25,  at  the 
Holloway  Station  Hotel,  when  several  important  matters 
were  discussed,  and  that  no  other  angling  society  will  be 
carried  on  at  that  house."  Therefore  it  appears  that  the 
Holloway  Anglirg  Society  has  taken  the  place  of  the 
Drayton  Park  Piscatorials.  IMr.  G.  Greg  writes  that  on 
May  12  Mr.  Schrimpton  showed  a  trout,  taken  from  the 
Thames  at  Staines,  of  5Jlb. 


.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Campbell  are  "  home  once 
inore."  Although  the  weather  has  been  terribly  against 
fly  fishing,  he  has  taken  two  salmon  (largest,  12ilb.), 
several  good  trout— one  of  81b.,  another  of  51b.,  and  lots 
of  pike,  but  no  72-pounder.  Rooks  galore  !  "  I  don't  know 
whether  the  rooks  have  been  stuffed,  but  the  81b.  trout 
has  been  sent  on  to  Mr.  Anstiss,  of  Chelsea,  to  be  stuffed. 
He  concludes  h's  short  letter  thusly :  "Just  lea\iag 
Ennagry,  as  the  May  Fly  is  rising." 


A  FINE  brace  of  perch  (cased)  are  to  be  seen  at  the  Ram 
Hotel,  Brandon,  Norfolk,  taken  by  a  Mr.  Tomlin,  weight 
?ilb.  and  Iflb. 

Mr.  H.  Bayly  Skinner,  secretary  of  the  Wimbledon 
Sports  Club,  Ltd.,  writing  from  15,  Copthall-avenue,  E.G., 
re  the  Wimbledon  Park  Lake  Fishery,  says  :  "Referring 
to  the  notice  in  your  issue  of  the  2l8t  inst.,  re  the  above, 
giving  a  short  notice  of  the  lines  oa  which  permits  to  fish 
would  be  issued,  I  think  it  may  interest  many  of  your 
readers  to  know  what  sport  they  will  be  likely  to  have"  this 
season  Thpse  south-west  winds  have  had  the  usual  eff.  c's 
upon  the  fish  in  this  lake,  the  carp  are  to  be  seen  ploughing 
the  weeds  prior  to  their  spawning,  and  the  dace,  of  which 
there  are  numbers,  including  son  e  fine  specimens,  are 
rising  to  the  stonefly  and  black  gnat.  Mr.  A.  Newham, 
the  well  known  keeper,  who  casts  a  delicate  fly  over  these 
sporting  fish,  can  be  seen  of  an  evening  giving  a  lesson  to 
£Ome  intending  fly  catcher,  who  invariably  takes  a  few. 

"  The  roach  are  coming  in  the  sides  by  thousands, 
where  you  can  watch  them  spawning,  and  after  this  is 
done,  every  piece  of  weed  in  the  lake  looks  as  if  the 
last  angler  had  used  sago  or  tapioca  for  his  ground  bait. 
The  lake  also  contains  some  fine  specimens  of  perch 
any  tench,  and  I  feel  sure  fishermen  here  will  be 
perfectly  satisfied  with  their  catches,  as  the  public  are 
now  debarred  from  fishing  at  Is.  per  rod,  as  has  been  the 
custom  here;  and,  owing  to  the  quietness,  the  fish  come 
nearer  in,  therefore,  ledgering  can  be  done  away  with, 
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and  fishing  with  a  long  roach  pole  should  be  able  to  secure 
a  good  creel  of  roach." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Blaokfriars  A.S.  at  their  new 
clubhouse  on  Monday  evening  was  undoubtedly  a  grand 
success.  Mr.  J.  R.  Willson  ably  occupied  the  chair.  Host 
Ferris  put  on  a  recherchi<  spread,  and  under  his  fostering 
wing  the  Blackfriars  bid  fair  to  maintain  their  prestige  as 
one  of  the  best  clubs  in  South  London.  Of  course,  a'l 
the  usual  toasts  were  given  and  responded  to.  Of  cou'rte, 
th=re  was  some  excellent  harmony — that  goes  vtithout 
saying.  But  although  I  was  unable  to  be  present  at  the 
dinner,  I  did  not  go  without  faying  that  I  was  pleased  to 
see  so  many  old  faces ;  that  the  club  was  prosperous- 
and  intended  to  be  more  so ;  that  the  prize  list  was 
an  excellent  one  ;  that  £20  was  subscribed  towards  next 
season  ;  that  Messrs.  Gammon,  Bosier,  Burkett,  Poole, 
Wheelhouse,  Greg,  and  a  host  of  influential  anglers  sup- 
ported the  chair  and  vice-chair.  I  did  not  stop  to  hear  all 
the  songs,  <Sjc..  but  Messrs.  Gammon,  Booker,  Cadman, 
the  Brothers  Allam,  Briton,  W.  Menage,  Booth,  Enver 
Farmer,  Turner,  chortled  merrily  to  the  music  of  Mr.' 
A.  H.  Cook.  Mr.  Willson  sajs  he  will  be  glad  to 
see_  any  brother  (or  sister)  angler  at  his  new  home  in 
Maida  Vale  (Warwick  Castle,  Warwick-place),  where  his 
magnificent  case  of  trout  is  on  \i9w.  The  Blackfriars 
A.S.  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  progress— and  long 
may  they  flourish  ! 



As  the  "conips."  well  know,  there  are  handwritings 
and  handwritings.  Dean  Stanley  wrote  three  hands — 
OBo  which  he  could  read  and  his  secretary  could  not,  one 
which  his  secretary  could  read  and  he  could  not,  and 
another  which  neither  he  nor  his  secretary,  nor  anybody 
else  could  read.  A  story  is  told  of  a  director  of  a 
railway  company  which  conveys  many  tli  Dusands  of  anglers 
into  the  country.  This  director  rented  a  stretch  of  watei 
to  be  exclusively  pre!erved  for  himself  and  friends. 
Passing  the  water  one  day  he  was  most  indignant  to 
see  it  was  being  fished  by  people  of  whom  he  had  no  know- 
ledge. He  wrote  a  strong  letter  of  remonstrance  to  the 
man  who  bad  let  him  the  water,  but  as  nothing  of  this 
letter  could  be  read  beyond  the  railway  director  s  signa- 
ture, it  was  taken  to  be  a  complimentary  pass  for  the 
railway,  and  as  such  was  used — for  two  years. 

The  Lay  of  the  Bold  Fisher.aian. 
List  to  the  lay  of  the  bold  fisherman. 
His  rod  and  his  r^el  and  his  little  bait  can. 

The  fisherman  bald  he  U  out  for  the  day, 

He  is  free  from  the  office,  and  gillops  away 

(The  latter  is  merely  a  figure  of  speech)  ; 

His  goal  is  the  water  of  Dagenham  Reach. 

His  rod  and  his  bait  can  are  slung  by  his  side, 
He  gallops  on  foot,  (he  has  nothing  to  ride  ; 
No  bicycle,  omnibus,  motor,  or  coach. 
To  carry  him  near  to  the  home  of  the  roach). 

List  to  the  lay  of  the  bold  fisherman. 

His  rod  and  his  reel  and  his  little  bait  can. 

Two  miles  did  he  walk,  then  the  place  hove  in  sight. 
He  cast  out  his  line  with  a  thrill  of  delight : 
Then  turned  up  his  collar  and  buttoned  his  coat, 
Fixed  his  pipe  in  his  mouth  and  his  eyes  on  the  float. 
Keenly  he  gazed  on  the  float  where  it  lay  : 
Gazed  through  the  whole  of  a  wearisome  day ; 
Never  a  bite  to  enliven  his  watch, 
Only  repeated  libations  of  "  Scotch." 

List  to  the  lay  of  the  bold  fisherman. 

His  rod  and  his  reel  and  his  little  bait  can. 

Sadly,  at  last,  when  the  sun  had  gone  down. 

He  packed  up  his  tackle  and  trudged  to  the  town  ; 

Only  two  miles  did  he  walk,  yet,  I  ween. 

Ere  he  had  done  it  seemed  nearer  fifteen. 

Reached  he  his  dwelling,  sad,  weary,  and  cold. 

Feeling  as  if  he'd  been  terribly  sold  ; 

Strove  to  forget  his  bad  luck  in  "  a  drop," 

And  supped  on  a  kipper  fresh  bought  from  the  shop. 
This  is  the  lay  of  the  bold  fisherman. 
His  rod  and  his  reel  and  his  little  bait  can. 

Etapsu. 

'•  Wadsleigh  is  something  of  a  fisherman,  isn't  he  ?  " 
'  Perhaps  he  is,  but  in  business  matters  I  always  found 
him  perfectly  reliable." 

 >  »»♦<  

Writing  in  the  World  of  Sport,  "Limerick  Bend" 
remarks:  "The  Lea  is  almost  the  only  river  on  which 
the  capture  of  eels  is  permitted  during  the  close  time. 
This  should  be  altered,  Bs  it  is  certainly  a  temptation  to 
anglers  of  a  certain  class  to  be  none  too  careful  as  to 
whether  their  eel  may  or  may  not  be  a  perch  or  a  roach. 
Of  course  the  offenders  could  be  dealt  with  under  the 
Mundella  Act,  but  the  difficulty  is  to  catch  them  red- 
handed." 

 >♦»■»<  

The  current  number  of  the  World  of  Sport  is  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  go-ahead  character  of  modern 
illustrated  journalism.  Although  the  Derby  was  only  run 
at  three  o'clock  on  Wednesday  afterncon,  this  week's 
issue  of  our  contemporary,  pubashed  on  Friday  morning, 
contains  a  full  description,  illustrated  by  excellent  phct  )- 
graphs  of  the  great  race.  The  artists  responsible  for  this 
smart  piece  of  photographic  work  are  Mr.  W.  A.  Rouch 
and  my  old  friend  Charles  Hussey.  I  congratulate  them 
both  on  their  success  in  carrying  out  what  most  people 
would  have  thought  an  impossible  task. 


The  New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society  will  hold  their 
annual  dinner  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet-street,  on 
Thursday  evening,  June  2.  The  chair  will  be  occupied  by 
Mr.  A.  J.  Millingtou.  "  Covers  "  will  be  lifted  at  6.30. 
Friends  (and  the  N.A.P.S.  has  many)  may  apply  to  the 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin,  199,  Southampton- 
street,  Camberwell,  S.E.,  for  information  and  tickets.  I 
thank  the  society  for  kindly  including  me  amongst  the 
invites,  but  Thursday  nights  are  all  wrong  for  me.  How- 
ever, I  hope  to  give  them  a  call  about  ten  o'clock— as  I 
pass  the  door  of  the  hotel— and  j  ast  say  (if  I  am  allowed 
a  say)  how  glad  I  am  to  find  them  in  such  a  prosperous 
condition. 


Mr.  W.  Howlett,  the  general  secretary  of  the  Lark 
Angling  Society,  tells  me  that  "  the  8000  little  trouties 
were  placed  in  the  river  on  Fiiday,  May  30.  Mr.  Charles 
Roberts,  W.  Howes,  and  Master  Robert  Howlett  assisted 
in  the  work."  They  have  been  placed  where  it  is  con- 
sidered they  will  best  thiive.  Mr.  Howlett  continues: 
"  A  better  or  more  healtjy  lot  of  fish  I  never  saw,  and  I 
desire,  on  behalf  of  the  society,  to  thank  Mr.  Eoyle  F. 
Bristowe  very  much  indeed  for  Lis  splendid  gift."  Since 
Friday  Mr.  Howlett  has  received  an  offer  from  a  gentleman 
(whose  name  is  not  mentioned)  of  2000  two  and  three  year 
olds,  which  will  be  placed  in  the  Lark  above  Mildenhall, 
right  up  to  Lackl'ord.    (This  is  good  goods.) 

A  singular  circumstance  happened  to  the  fish  in  the 
ornamental  fish  pond  at  Matlock  Bath.  On  Sunday 
afternoon  a  heavy  thunderstorm,  attended  with  very  vivid 
flashes  of  lightning,  which  struck  the  water,  and  the  fish 
jumped  out  of  the  water,  and  many  of  them  were  stunned, 
and  did  not  come  round  for  several  days.  In  fact,  they 
have  not  all  recovered  yet. 


Amongst  the  many  fine  salmon  sent  from  Scotland  to 
Loudon  at  the  beginning  of  this  week  was  one  magnificent 
specimen  fish,  which  was  captured  in  the  Tay  and  con- 
sigsed  to  Mr.  Overton,  the  wellknovn  fishmonger,  near 
Victoria  Station,  and  when  it  was  exposed  for  sale  on 
Wednesday  morning  caused  quite  a  sensation,  being  such  a 
well  developed  and  beautifully  pre  portione  d  fish.  Although 
but  42Jin.  in  length,  it,  was  of  very  great  depth— oyer  IGin. 
— and  sealed  upwards  of  601b.  Owing  to  its  great  bulk, 
the  head  appeared  to  be  abnormally  small,  and  the  fish 
itself  was  in  tp'endid  condition,  and  by  its  great  size  quite 
dwarfed  the  many  other  fine  salmon  amongst  which  it  was 
placed.  'I  A  dainty  dish  to  set  before  a  king  "  it  truly 
was,  and  its  proper  place  would  have  been,  and,  indeed, 
perhaps  was,  on  the  table  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  when  he 
entertained  the  members  of  the  Jockey  Club  at  dinner  at 
Marlborough  House,  that  same  erening,  after  the  race  for 
the  Derby. 

At  a  spec'ally  convened  meeting  of  the  Renting  and 
Preservation  Commictee  of  the  London  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, held  at  Foresters'  Hall,  this  week,  Mr.  R.  Murphy 
presiding,  the  secretary  read  a  letter  from  the  London 
Uounty  Council,  offering  the  association  the  sarplusfish 
in  the  lakes  in  Llissuld  Park,  Stoke  Newington.  The 
association,  it  was  stated  in  the  communication,  which 
•nai  signed  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Sexby,  chief  officer  of  the  Parks 
Department,  could  have  all  the  fish  of  6in.  and  over.  It 
was  decided  to  net  the  fish  at  an  early  date  and  convey 
them  to  the  Lea.  The  Council  has  fixed  Tuesday,  June  7, 
as  the  date  for  the  netting  to  take  place. 


Amusement  from  9  a.m.  until  11.45  p.m.  is  the  offer 
made  by  the  Royal  Aquarium  in  exchange  for  the  small 
suin  of  one  shilling  for  Whit  Monday  and  daring  the 
hoi  Jays.  If  there  were  nothing  but  the  Art  Metal 
Exhibition,  which  is  really  a  fine  show,  a  large  attendance 
should  be  assured ;  but  when  this  forms  only  an  addition 
to  a  programme  of  100  turns,  Mr.  Ritchie  can  well  prepare 
for  a  "bumper."  The  programme  is  variel  enough  to 
suit  all  tastes,  and  lengthy  enough  to  establish  a  record  in 
amusement. 


Scene  :  River  bank  at  Goring.  Passer-by  (to  angler 
who  is  neglecting  his  "  float  "  and  looking  disconsolately 
at  an  uncorked  "  Guinness  ") :  "  Had  any  sport,  sir  ?  " 
Angler:  "No;  I  can't  get  the  confounded  cork  out." 


The  CVificsays:  "  There  is  something  peculiarly  childlike 
and  bland  about  the  methods  of  the  French  Ministry  for 
securing  support  at  the  parliamentary  elections.  It  had  long 
been  granting  subsidies  and  premiums  to  any  body  of  indi- 
viduals t,hat  cared  to  apply  for  them ;  and ,  as  the  tax-payers' 
money  is  utilised  in  this  manner,  the  Government  no 
doubt  thinks  that  the  votes  are  cheap  at  the  price. 
Fortunately,  the  Senate  keeps  an  eye  upon  this  reckless 
expenditure.  In  looking  down  the  list  of  societies  that 
had  been  granted  douceurs,  the  Senate  commission 
discovered  that  a  subsidy  had  been  voted  to  an  angling 
association  ! 


"  This  was  too  much.  The  gentle  pastime  of  angling,  it 
concluded,  needs  no  political  patronage;  and  the  com- 
mission ruthlessly  suppressed  the  grant.  The  anglers 
protested  against  the  attitude  of  the  commission,  and  their 
argument  was  iugenious.  France,  they  said,  spends  an 
enormous  sum  of  money  every  year  on  the  importation  of 
fish.  Do  not  anglers,  therefore,  perform  a  patriotic  work 
in  replenishing  the  rivers  of  the  land  ?  Personally,  I 
had  always  thought  that  the  aim  of  the  followers  of  Iziak 
Walton  was  to  destroy  fish,  but  this  alternative  may 
explain  the  persistence  of  the  gentry  one  sees  from  the 
ernbankment  everlastingly  whipping  the  unresponsive 
Seine."  ■  Dragnet. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods, 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 
CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Pishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


t>AVID  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 

lanufaclurer  of  all  kinds  of  Fishing  Rods 
in  Built  Cane&Greenheart,  Reels  &  Tackle. 

2  joints  best  Built  Cane  Fly 
Rod.  10ft,  price  £2  5s. 
Ditto,  10|ft.  to  lift.,  price  £2  7s.  6(1.;  with  Steel 
Centre,  15s.  extra. 

Vhe  "CH&MFIOH  "  Greenheart  FI.Y 
BOD,  3  joints  and  Ter;  best  finish,  25s. 


THE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH  (Registered) 


rROUT  RODS. 


This  Winch  is  ma,de  in  two  sizes,  2fin.  and  SJin 
-wltta  click  or  silent  check.    It  has  two  special 
reeommendations,  extreme  lightness  and  quick 
winding.    Price,  2|in.,  10s.  6d. ;  S^in.,  12s.  6d. 

Important  to  FisMng  Tackle  Dealers 
throaghoat  the  Kingdom. 

DAVID  SLATEE,  of  Newark-on-Trent,  being 
the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufactarer  of 
the  world-wide  known  "Nottingham"  Pattern 
Winches  in  their  various  forms,  and  holding  as 
lie  does  by  far  the  largest  stock  of  timber  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  such  manufacturers — hundreds 
of  thousands  of  blocks  in  various  stages  of 
seasoning — is  prepared  to  supply  the  trade  direct 
at  lowest  prices.  A  Special  New  Pattern, 
"Slater's  Wonder,"  in  nine  sizes,  2in.  to  4in.,  i 
made  on  similar,  but  much  improved  lines  to  the 
old  and  out  of  dat«  iron  back  production. 
"  Slater's  Wonder  "  has  a  solid  brass  back,  and 
yet  costs  less  than  the  old  pattern. 
SELL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE 
AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(Ta  t?ie  Trade  only). 

UAPVI  rC  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
rIAulVLCO  Seals' Fur,  Figs'  Wool,  &c. 

ALL   COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HATNES  Sundays  Well-road  Cork 


To  Amateur  Sod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Gk>lf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Qbeebheast,  Hickoby,  OB  Lancewood  : 
IJin.    Sin.     Sin.     Jin.     |in.     Jin.  2ft.  long. 
1/-  3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length 

1/6  8d.    7d.    ed.    ed.    4d.  S^ft.  long. 

And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 
Ferrules, Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and  every 
Bequisite  for  Rod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to  suit 
all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern.  Is.  and  Is.  6d.'  per 
doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz.  ,■  Sample  half  dozen  to 
any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

Ply  materials.— Hackles  in  Bed,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours.  Id.  per 
doz.  Duns,  all  shades.  3d.  per  doz.  Dyed  Hackles, 
lia.  per  doz 

Wings  per  Pais.— Starlings,  lid. ;  Snipe,  lid. ; 
Woodcock,  3d.;  Waterhen,  8d.:  Partridge.  IM.: 
Oolden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  IJd. 

Floss  aso  Ttibo  Silm.  9d,  per  doz.  hanks,  all 
shades.   

WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 
80,  Mmticet  PUOBF,  Xmaxlimtwt. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNESIDE,"  "  WANSBECK,"  and  other 
Rods.  Any  orders  received  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our 
customers ,  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  with  almost  every 
rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "  ANGLER'S  GUIDE  "  and  Illustrated  list  of  Rods  and  every 
Angling  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover 
postage. 

Our  Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  £    B.  d. 

40  13ft   0  16  6 

41  14ft   0  18  6 

42  15ft   10  0 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"  We  also  liked  several  other  patterns  of   rods,   especially  a  '  Coquetdale 
fourteen-footer  ;  this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and 
discovered  great  power." — Angler. 

"The  '  Coquetdale '  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons." — Land 
and  Water. 

"  The  '  Coquetdale  '  is  an  especially  good  pattern." — Rod  and  Gun. 


Our  Special  "TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods. 


In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c. 
to  our  "  Tyneside  "  Trout  Rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  £  a. 

43  16ft   1 


similar 


44 
45 
46 
47 


17ft. 
18ft. 
19ft. 
20ft. 


"  Dear  Sir, — The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout 
our  holiday,  and  we  were  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod, 
but  my  fisherman  was  delighted  with  it. 

"  It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a 
month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  difficult 
water,  and  with  trying  winds,  than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.     "  C.  H.  G." 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895-96. 

"  We  handled  an  18ft.  '  Tyneside,'  which  was  just  perfect  in  balance,  and  played 
through  to  the  butt  in  grand  style,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  North- 
country  firm  had  little  to  learn  about  rod  making." — Land  and  Water,  1895. 

"  We  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  '  Tyneside '  salmon  rods.  We  had  the 
pleasure  some  time  ago  of  taking  a  friend's  rod  for  an  hour  on  a  salmon  reach,  and 
it  was  one  of  this  make.  They  are  used,  we  believe,  very  extensively  by  the  anglers 
on  Tyneside,  who  swear  by  them  at  all  times." — Angler,  1896. 

"  The  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods  are  remarkably  cheap  and  of  splendid  value,  double 
brazed,  and  finished  in  the  best  style." — Rod  and  Gun,  1896. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Telephone,  Still.        Telegraphic  Address  :  "Fishino.' 


ESTABLISHED  1S19. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

(Late  EDMONDSON), 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  omy  Address,  LIVERPOOL 

Maker  of  RODS  (Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  Lancewood,  Washaber,  Cane,  or 
Split  Cane)  for  RIVER,  LAKE,  and  SEA  FISHING.  RODS,  FLIES,  &c.,  made  on 
the  Premises  to  any  design.  Reels,  Lines,  Landing  Nets,  Gaffs,  Bags,  Minno'ws, 
Spoons,  Flies  (Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Grayling,  Trout).  WADING  STOCKINGS, 
12s.  6d.  (Splendid  Value).   Teouseks,  Coats,  Beogues.   BAIT  for  Bottom  Fishing. 

Other  Departments  are  the  Cricket,  Lawn  Tennis,  Polo,  Croquet,  and  Golf. 
HAMMOCKS,  from  4s.  6d.    GARDEN  TENTS,  Cane  Walking  Stick  Seats,  16s.  6d. 

HENRY  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 


HOW  TO  IPROYE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISfllKG. 

MB.  HENBY  OOXON'S  (representative  sf 
the  Fishing  OazeUe  and  the  Field)  new  and 
splendidly  illnstrated  work,  "  A  MODKBN 
TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL  COARSE  FISH 
ANGLING :  HOW  TO  CATCH  FISH,"  haa  now 
reached  its  third  edition,  and  this  since  Christmas. 
No  such  practical  book  on  angling  was  aver 
written,  and  its  contents  have  been  highly 
extolled  by  all  the  leading  angling  and  other 
sporting  papers  in  the  British  Isles.  Send  for 
copy. 

Price  Is.  2d.,  postage  free. 
WALTON  VILLA,  WEST  BBIDGFOBD, 
NOTTINGHAM, 

COLN  ft  MIDLAND  STREJMS, 

Suitable  Trouting  Tackle. 
POWELL, 
FAIRFORD,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Sole  Agent  for  James  Ogden,  Cheltenham. 

SHOW'S 
WATERPROOF  DRESSING  for  LINES 

Imparts  a  pleasant  flexibility,  and  does 
not  rot  the  lines.  Easily  and  quickly 
appHed.  Price,  per  cake.  Is. ;  post  free. 
Is.  2d. — Shaw,  40,  Bagby-road,  Wood- 
house-lane,  Leeds. 

TO  FISHING  REEL  MAKERS. 

WANTED, 

AT  ONCE, 

Apply  to  Hardy  Beos.,  London  and  North 
British  Works,  Alnwick. 

The  Lightest  Bods  in  Use.    Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  48.  So.  Cash  (tely. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch   fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  HA.  extra. 
Balanced  handle,  Is.  extra. 
"Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  f  •r 
it."— Marston,  Fishino  Gazette,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

BOOTH'S  '97  IIGHT  EOACH  EOD,  balance 

handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed, 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag  about  12oz.,  price 
5s.  ld„  10|f t. ;  6s.  lOd. ,  lift,   carriage  6d.  extrft. 

BABaAIVS. 

Salmon  Gut,  14in.,  4s.  6d. ;  fine  Qrst  qoaltty 
undrawn  gut,  20in.,  38.  lid.;  18in.,  3s.  8d.;  101a., 
2b.  2d.,  15in.  XXXX.  Drawn  Gut,  3s.  lid.  per  100. 

K.  BOOT'S, 

FISHINQ    RCD    MAKER,  HULL. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES. 
Houses,  Land,  &  Estates 

To  LET  &  for  SALE. 


SEE  THE 


ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Besults  of  Sales 
recorded  eacn  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCtili'nON,  15s. 

Ohiet  Offior 
6,  ST.  BRIDE  STREET,  LOVDOV,  E.C 
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THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
At  Monday's  meeting  (Mr.  H.  Harden  presiding) 
inquiries  were  naturally  made  by  members  who  had  wetted 
the  line  on  the  society's  and  other  waters,  whether  or 
not  the  May  Fly  had  yet  put  in  an  appearance.   A  few 
isolated  specimens  had  been  observed  in  various  quarters, 
but  the  fly  could  not  be  said  to  be  "  up."  With  favourable 
weather  it  is  hoped  that  by  Whitsuntide  the  rise  will  be 
on,  although  warm  nights  are  wanted  to  bring  about  this 
wished  for  consummation  of  the  hopes  of  those  who  betake 
themselves  to  the  Kennet,  Moor  stream,  Ver,  and  else- 
where at  this  holiday  season  for  angling  purposes.  The 
most  successful  fishing  experiences  were  related  hy  the 
chairman,  who  took  a  lovely  shaped  Ver  trout  of  21b.  8oz.; 
and  Mr.  Bywaters,  who  brought  up  to  the  meeting  a 
Kennet  fish  of  21b.    There  were  reported  to  be  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  society's  waters  at  Newbury,  wliich  were 
"only  waiting  for  members  to  go  down  to  catch  them." 
Mr.  K.  Clay  had  been  fishing,  but  only  got  two  under- 
sized fish.    Mr.  Bradford,  generally  a  very  successful 
Thames  "  trouter,"  on  his  last  visit  to  the  grand  old  river 
found  the  water  high  and  running  strongly,  but  he  took 
nothing  but  jack.    Mr.  Fletcher's  statement  with  regard 
to  the  Ver  was  that  it  "had  been  to  the  barber's  and  had 
been  shaved,"  alluding  to  the  recent  weed  cutting  which 
had  taken  place  on  that  stream.    Dr.  Patterson  had  a 
brace  of  fish  from  other  than  the  society's  preserves. 
The  Doctor  stated  two  interesting  facts  which  completely 
upeet,  and  were  diametrically  opposed  to,  the  view  held 
by  many  anglers  (himself  included)  that  trout  will  not  eat 
sticklebacks.    He  mentioned  that  one  trout  he  caught  on 
being  landed  vomited  a  stickleback,  and  on  holding  a 
post-mortem  on  a  second  fish  a  stickleback  was  found  in 
its  body  partially  digested.    These  two  absolutely  authen- 
ticated instances  give  a  flat  contradiction  to  the  theory 
hitherto  enunciated,  and  disprove  the  statements  made 
that  trout  wiU  net  tackle  the  spiny,  pugnacious  little 
gentleman  referred  to.    Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
Bywaters  recounted  amusing  stories  of  their  fishing 
expeditions.    The  latter  member  hooked  a  minnow  on  a 
Wickham,  and  actually  landed  it  without  assistance ! 
What  was  more  remarkable  still,  was  that  the  gut 
(undrawn)  stood  the  abnormal  tension  !    It  was  not  added 
whether  the  minnow  really  rose  at  the  fly,  but,  in  the 
absence  of  any  irifoimation  to  the  contrary,  it  must  be 
assumed  it  d'd  so  far  forget  itself  as  to  try  to  emulate  the 
young  rainbows  which  were  just  lately  consigned  to  the 
water,  and  which  appear  to  be  flourishing  and  disporting 
themselves  freely.     Speaking  seriously,  Mr.  Bywaters 
took  ten  brace  of  trout  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newbury. 
Mr.  J.  W.  T.  Morrison,  hon.   secretary  of  the  society 
previous  to  Mr.  W.  T.   Galloway  filling  that  office, 
attended  as  a  visitor,  and  was  warmly  congratulated  on 
his  return  to  health  after  a  sojourn  at  Davos  Platz. 
Next  Monday  being  Bank  Holiday,  there  will  be  no 
meeting  until  the  6th  prox.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  May  25,  at  the 
Cannon-street  Hotel,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  in  the 
chair,  Messrs.  Gardner  and  Wood  reported  excellent 
sport  at  Newhaven  with  dabs,  plaice,  &c.,  taking,  in  two 
days,  over  400  fish.  They  expressed  their  satisfaction  with 
the  arrangements  made  by  the  society  as  regards  the 
hotel,  the  Sheffield  Arms,  where  they  met  with  every 
attention.  The  hon.  secretary  showed  a  specimen  of  the 
Direct  Pull  Paternoster  Boom  for  sea  fishing.  An 
interesting  discussion  took  place  on  the  use  of  booms  and 
swivels,  in  which  Messrs.  H.  Edwards,  G.  A.  Clarke, 
Litchfield,  Taylor,  and  Tucker  took  part.  The  chairman 
drew  attention  to  the  tendency  at  present  noticeable  of 
making  sea  rods  too  stiff.  This  was  thoroughly  discussed. 
Mr.  Percy  Edwards  enquired  as  to  the  best  length  of  rod 
for  boat  fishing.  Mr.  A.  W.  Taylor  suggested  6ft.,  Mr. 
Litchfield  suggested  9ft.  Bin.,  the  hon.  secretary  7ft.  lOin. 
It  was  finally  decided  that  each  member  would  probably 
stick  to  his  own  opinion,  and  that  the  personal  equation 
had  much  to  do  with  it.  Members  reported  their 
intention  of  spending  the  holiday  at  Dungeness,  Newhaven, 
Ryde,  and  Deal,  so  that  good  reports  may  be  exi)ected 
next  week.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed 
the  meeting.       Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hou.  Sec). 


THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  above  association  have  this  week  addressed  the 
following  circular  to  the  secretaries  of  the  London  angling 
societies : 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  instructed  by  the  committee  of  the 
above  association  to  ask  you  to  kindly  bring  to  the  notice 
of  your  society  the  claims  of  the  Thames  Re-stooking 
Association  for  its  support.  We  work  solely  for  the  good 
of  Thames  anglers  of  all  classes,  and  if  Thames  anglers 
will  give  the  necessary  s  ssistance,  can  do  a  very  great  deal 
to  improve  the  fishing  in  our  premier  river. 

"During  the  two  years  the  association  has  been  in 
existence,  a  far  greater  number  of  fish  Las  been  turned 
into  the  Thames  than  has  been  the  case  for  many  years. 
The  work  of  re-stocking,  however,  cannot  be  efficiently 
carried  on  without  the  expenditure  of  a  great  deal  of 
money,  and  although  the  association  has  received  a  certain 
amount  of  support  from  the  London  angling  societies,  the 
committto  feel  there  are  still  a  large  number  of  anglers 
who  do  net  subscribe  towards  re-stocking,  and  it  is 
principally  to  those  anglers  that  the  present  appeal  is 
addressed. 

"  The  committee  desire  to  point  out  to  you  that  any  of 
your  members  may  become  members  of  this  association  on 
payment  of  Is.  per  annum,  and  that  they  have  the  right  of 
attending  meetings  and  voting  on  any  question  affecting 
the  management  of  the  association. 


The  Thames  is  essentially  the  coarse  fishermen's 
liver,  and  efforts  will  be  made  during  the  present  year  to 
secure  quantities  of  good  stock  coarse  fish.  Arrangements 
are  already  in  progress  for  the  purchase  of  roach  from  the 
most  celebrated  roach  river  in  England.  These  fish  have 
long  been  no'od  for  the  large  size  which  they  attain,  and, 
m  the  opinion  of  experts,  their  introduction  into  the 
Thames  vrill  considerably  improve  its  roach  fishing. 

"  Trusting  that  the  committee  may  count  upon  the 
hearty  support  of  your  members,  to  whose  notice  I  beg 
you  will  kindly  bring  this  letter,  and  thanking  you  in 
advance, — I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  tnily, 

,  "  Henry  G.  Hankins,  Hon.  Sec 

Sun  Hotel,  Kingston-on-Thames." 


SERAPIS  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  club  was  held  on 
May  19,  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Stoke  Newington,  when 
about  fifty  members  and  visitors  enjoyed  the  excellent 
menu  prepared  for  them  by  host  Frank  Sinfield.  The 
chair  was  ably  filled  by  Mr.  Robert  Emery,  supported  by 
Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  (president  of  the  society)  and  Dr 
Reginald  Brown;  Mr.  Stephen  Goodhall  was  vice 
chairman.  The  usual  loyal  toast,  with  that  to  "  The  Wei 
fare  of  the  Society,"  also  of  "  The  Chairman,"  "  The  Vice 
Chairman,"  "  The  President,"  "  Secretary,"  "  Visitors,' 
&c.,  were  drank  and  responded  to.  The  Serapis  museum 
fund  was  specially  spoken  of,  towards  which  the  chairman 
generously  presented  a  cheque  for  £5.  The  programme 
of  music  and  song  whith  followed  was  first  class,  and 
arranged  by  Mr.  Hy.  Gaffee,  who  earned  weU-merited 
applause  for  his  splendid  rendering  of  "  Oh '  Oh' 
How  the  Wild  Winds  Blow,"  and  "  A  Soldier's  Life  "  • 
the  parodies  sung  by  Messrs.  W.  F.  Cheeseman,  Hy. 
Bowden,  and  W.  H.  Noel  evoked  roars  of  laughter,  while 
Harry  Hall  was  a  host  in  himself ;  D'Arcy  Mainwaring 
and  J.  D'Albert,  "  comiques,"  were  in  excellent  form  ;  Mr. 
D.  M.  Meller  was  a  capital  "  basso."  Mr. .  De  Winters 
was  a  most  efficient  accompanist.  Mr.  Carl  Kast  gave 
violin  and  mandolin  solos,  very  sweetly  and  perfectly 
played.  Mr.  J.  R.  Chard,  127,  Stoke  Newington-rcad, 
provided  the  floral  decorations.        Charles  Tilbury. 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

On  Saturday  last,  May  21,  a  large  number  of  the 
members  of  the  above  association,  with  their  friends, 
assembled  at  the  hatchery  and  store  tanks  to  witness  the 
annual  turning  in  of  the  trout,  which  are  bred  from  their 
own  stock  fish,  under  the  skilful  care  of  the  secretary  and 
Collinson  (the  keeper).  Thpse  fish  are  a  cross  between 
S.  fario  and  S.  levenensis,  and  are  most  useful  from  a 
sporting  point  of  view  for  such  waters  as  the  Derwent  at 
Matlock  Bath.  The  keeper  had  500  fish  ready  to  be  taken 
from  the  tanks,  running  from  Jib.  to  lib.  each,  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  These  were  much  admired  by  all 
present,  who  expressed  their  delight  at  seeing  such  a 
grand  lot  of  fish,  all  takeable  by  those  who  possess  the 
skill  to  brirg  them  to  the  bank.  The  fry  also  came  in  for 
much  inspection,  and  it  was  the  opiiion  of  those  able  to 
judge  that  they  had  never  seen  such  a  lot  of  promising 
youngsters.  The  associaticn  have  50,000  of  these  in  their 
tanks,  out  of  which  they  hope  to  rear  a  large  percentage. 
The  trout  were  turned  into  the  river— a  part  off  the 
promenade,  and  the  larger  portion  in  Cromford  Meadows 
—for  the  special  attention  of  fly  fishers,  a  majority  of  the 
members  being  followers  of  this  most  pleasant  mcde  of 
angling. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Association 
was  held  last  Tuesday  night,  May  24,  at  the  Pull  Moon 
Hotel.  In  the  absence  of  the  president  (Mr.  Leonard  C. 
Hare),  Mr.  M.  H.  G,  Wood  ("Spinning  Minnow")  was 
asked  to  occupy  the  chair,  but  declined,  and  Mr.  W.  Monk 
was  voted  to  that  position.  There  was  a  good  attendance, 
which  included  Messrs.  E.  Curtis,  M.  H.  G.  Wood,  P. 
Moody,  F.  S.  Wilkmson  G.  Coakley,  S.  Moody,  A.  G. 
Cox,  E.  Wood,  J.  Berryman,  W.  Edwards,  F.  Goodall,  G. 
Dunn,  W.  E.  Woodrow,  T.  G.  Harding,  F.  Pratt,  P.  A. 
Batters,  F.  G.  Beesley,  C.  Bray,  G.  W.  lies,  Foster 
Smith,  and  P.  Learoyd. 

The  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt)  read  a  letter  from 
the  president,  stating  that  he  regretted  his  inability  to  be 
present.  He  regretted  to  hear  that  a  serious  infringment 
of  the  rules  by  two  or  three  members  would  have  to  be 
considered  by  the  meeting,  who  would  no  doubt  know  how 
to  deal  with  this  matter,  as  there  was  a  bye-law  on  the 
subject.  He  had  handed  to  Mr.  Fortt  a  rod  for  the  best 
roach  caught,  and  he  hoped  a  good  sportsman  had  won  the 
prize.  He  would  again  offer  a  similar  one  for  the  best 
roach  taken  in  the  association's  waters  during  the  season. 
(Applause.)  The  hon.  secretary  then  read  the  annual 
report,  which  stated : 

"  The  committee  of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Association,  in 
presenting  their  report  for  the  season  1897-8,  have  much 
pleasure  in  stating  that  on  the  whole  it  has  been  a  season 
of  prosperity  and  progress.  The  six  pegged-down  com- 
petitions for  the  committee's  silver  cup  and  other  prizes 
were  successful,  and  brought  a  good  muster  of  members 
each  time,  the  average  number  competing  being  twenty-one. 
There  was  also  a  very  enjoyable  competition  in  the  Victoria 
Park  lake,  held  by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Park  Com- 
mittee, when  some  600  fish  were  caught.  The  committee 
congratulate  Mr.  W.  E.  Woodrow  on  his  winning  the 
silver  cup  given  by  them,  and  also  Mr.  G.  Dunn,  who 
ran  him  fairly  close.  The  prize  given  by  the  president 
for  the  largest  roach  caught  during  the  season  was 
taken  by  Mr.  G.  Coakley,  with  a  nice  fish  of  lib.  9oz., 


Jf"^-  F-  Howell  running  him  close  with  one  of  lib.  8oz. 
Mr.  EskeU  8  prize  fcr  the  largest  pike  was  won  by  Mr 
C.  Hague,  with  a  fish  of  9Ib.  6oz.  Mr.  Fortt's*  prize 
for  the  largest  chub  was  won  by  Mr.  Jelf,  with  a  fish 
of  31b.  During  the  past  season  the  committee  has  been 
able  to  acquire  more  water.  They  have  also,  during  th» 
past  season,  been  able  to  buy  a  good  fishing  punt,  which 
they  have  stationed  near  their  water  at  Limpley  Stoke 
and  which  has  been  found  of  great  convenience  by  mem- 
bers. The  annual  dinner  took  place  on  February  3,  and 
was  as  great  a  success  as  ever,  a  most  enjoyable  evening 
being  spent.  In  conclusion ,  the  list  of  member  s  still  keep* 
satisfactory,  and  for  the  coming  season  there  is  no  lack  of 
new  blood,  while  the  finances  of  the  association  show  an 
increased  balance  in  hand." 

The  chairman  said  they  were  glad  to  hear  such  a 
prosperous  report  read.  Mr.  F.  Moody  (hon.  treasurer) 
presented  the  statement  of  accounts,  which  showed  that 
the  receipts,  including  £10  8s.  Id.  balance  in  the  bank 
amounted  to  £49  ISs.  Id.,  and,  after  paying  all  debts 
contracted,  there  reaained  a  balance  of  £15  Sa.  lid.  He 
congratulated  them  on  the  very  great  success  which  had 
attended  the  association  during  the  past  season.  They  ' 
seemed  to  be  going  on  exceedingly  well,  and  were  making 
money.  (Afplause.)  The  report  and  balance-sheet  wera 
unanimously  adopted.  Mr.  P.  C.  Fortt  then  distributed 
the  prizes  to  the  successful  competitors.  The  winners 
were:  Mr.  W.  E.  Woodrow,  who  took  the  Diamond  Jubilee 
Cup,  as  the  member  who  had  caught  the  greatest  weight 
of  fsh  in  official  competitions,  and  also  won  two 
first  prizes,  two  seconds,  and  one  third  ;  Messrs.  P.  A. 
Batters,  one  first ;  J.  Bryant,  one  second  ;  G.  Dunn,  one 
first,  one  second,  and  two  thirds ;  G.  Coakley,  one  second  • 
W.  Monk,  one  first ;  S.  Wilkinson,  one  third  ;  H.  G* 
Harding,  one  first ;  P.  Learoyd,  one  second ;  F.'  G. 
Goodall,  one  third  ;  and  M.  H.  G.  Wood,  one  third.  Mr.' 
Woodrow  here  stated  that  he  would  give  the  associatioii 
two  guineas  to  be  offered  in  prizes.  (Applause.)  During 
the  evening  it  was  stated  that  the  president,  Mr.  Fortt 
and  Mr.  Eskell  would  again  give  prizes,  and  Mr.  Jelf 
offered  a  prize  of  a  guinea,  as  did  Mr.  Haggard,  and  Mr. 
Curtis  also  promised  to  present  a  prize. 

The  chairman  proposed  the  re-election  of  Mp.  Hare  aa 
president  for  the  season,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr» 
Edwards,  and  carried  unanimously.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Fortt,  the  following  vice-presidents  were  re-elected, 
with  the  addition  of  Mr.  A.  G.  D.  Moger  :  The  Mayor, 
Col.  Wyndham  Murray,  M.P.,  Mr.  Wodehouse,  M.P.' 
Messrs.  J.  Baldwin,  R.  B.  Cater,  L.  R.  Eskell,  G. 
Woodiwiss,  J.P..  H.  E.  Henshaw,  E.  E.  Fuller, 
J.  Fortt,  F.  Haggard,  P.  Learoyd,  G.  Provost, 
and  H.  G.  Terry,  The  retiring  members  of  the 
committee  were  re-elected  with  the  exception  of 
Mr.  Foster  Smith,  who  did  not  seek  re-election, 
viz.,  Messrs.  G.  Coakley,  S.  Moody,  F.  G.  GoodalL 
W.  Monk,  F.  S.  Wilkinson.  W.  Edwards  F. 
Pratt,  E.  Curtis,  and  M.  H.  G.  Wood.  Mr.  Cox  and 
Mr.  Jelf  were  proposed  for  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Poster  Smith,  and  the  former  gentle- 
man  was  elected  by  twelve  votes  to  six.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Pratt,  s:conded  by  Mr.  Beesley,  Mr.  Fortt  was  again 
elected  hon.  secretary.  Mr.  Pratt  moved,  Mr.  Curtis 
seconded,  and  it  was  resolved  that  Mr.  F.  Moody  should 
once  more  act  as  hon.  treasurer.  On  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Fortt,  Messrs.  T.  G.  Brown  and  E.  W.  Wood  were 
re-elected  hon.  auditors. 

Mr.  Woodrow  said  he  should  like  to  see  an  inter-club 
match  arranged  for,  say,  with  Bristol.  Mr.  Fortt  moved  a 
deletion  of  certain  words  in  Rule  7,  and  in  doing  so  said 
that  at  the  last  annual  meeting  he  moved  the  question  of 
trying  the  experiment  of  starting  what  he  might  call  a 
branch  of  the  association  for  trout  fishing,  and  he  got 
certain  rights  of  brooks  for  that  season  only.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  the  rights  never  belonged  to  the  association, 
because  he  simply  guaranteed  the  money  and  got  what 
he  could  from  the  members  who  took  the  matter  up.  He 
found  the  members  of  the  association  did  not  require  trout 
fishing.  He  would  still  keep  it  on  but  for  the  action  of 
two  or  three  members  who  had  persistently  gone  fishing 
without  getting  tickets — (shame) — and  also  using  the  ' 
worm,  which  was  distinctly  prohibited  at  the  last  meeting. 
He  did  not  think  such  conduct  honourable.  (Applause.) 
These  members  had  been  found  at  Midford  more  than 
once  or  twice  without  tickets,  and  their  excuse  was  that 
they  had  gone  oft  in  a  hurry,  and  would  get  their  tickets 
on  the  morrow.  However,  they  did  not  come  for  their 
tickets.  The  proposition  of  the  hon.  secretary  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cox  drew  attention  to  the  large  number  of  dead 
fish  which  had  been  found  in  the  river  by  Saltford,  on 
account,  he  believed,  of  the  pollution  of  the  river.  He 
thought  a  moral  protest  should  be  made  against  the  pollu- 
tion of  the  rivdr.  (Applause.)  After  considerable  discus- 
sion it  was  resolved  that  the  committee  should  inquire  into 
the  matter  and  act  as  they  thought  fit.  Votes  of  thanks . 
terminated  the  proceedings. 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL. 
INTERESTING  EXPERIENCES. 
Mr,  R.  M.  Patterson,  Garranard,  has  recently  paid, 
a  visit  to  Church  Hill,  co.  Donegal,  and  has  favoured  us 
with  some  particulars  of  the  place  which  may  be  of  interest 
to  our  angling  readers.    1  he  way  to  reach  Church  Hill  is 
na  Derry  and  Letterkenny.   There  is  a  drive  of  some 
nine  miles  from  the  latter  place.    A  mail  car  runs  daily, 
but  at  inconvenient  hours — so  early  in  the  morning  to 
Church  Hill  that  to  catch  it  would  mean  having  to  staj 
the  night  in  Derry  or  Letterkenny.    Cars,  however,  can 
be  had,  the  fare  being  6s.    At  Church  Hill  there  has 
recently   been   opened  a  comfortable   hotel — the  St. 
Columb's.    It  is  really  a  large  private  country  house, 
standing  in  well  timbered  grounds,  and  occupying  a 
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charming  situation  on  the  shore  of  Gartan  Lake.  There 
are  two  other  lakes  quite  close,  a  good  view  of  all  three 
being  had  from  a  small  hill  behind  the  house.  The 
mountains  surrounding  on  all  sides  are  not  very  high,  but 
are   extremely    picturesque.     The  greater  heights  of 
Muckish  and  Errigal  are  not  far  avray,  hovyever,  both 
mountains  standing  out  grandly  in  the  background.  St. 
Columb's  is  kept  by  a  Mrs.  Hamilton  Johnstone,  wife  of 
Major  Johnstone.    It  is  in  every  respect  a  most  com- 
fortable place  to  stay  at— very_  different,  indeed,  to  the 
angling  quarters  generally  obtainable— while  the  charges 
are  exceedingly  moderate.    The  accommodation  is  not 
limited  to  one  house,  as  there  is  a  comfortable  hotel  in  the 
village  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  anglers  and  tourists 
are  well  looked  after.    This  is  kept  by  Mr.  Wilkin,  who 
has  a  large  farm  in  addition  to  the  hotel  and  post  office. 
He  supplies  boats  free    to  visitors,  and    is   a  very 
courteou?  and  attentive   host.     The  principal  fishing 
is  _  in   the    lakes    Gartan    and   Akibon,   the  latter 
being    the    better   of  the    two,    and    Mrs.  John- 
stone has    boats,  for  which   she    makes    no  charge. 
The  trout  in  Akibon  are  very  plentiful,  and  average  a  good 
Jib.    In  Gartan  they  are  still  more  numerous,  but  smaller. 
During  the  time  Mr.  Patterson  was  at  Church  Hill  (six 
days)  he  killed  upwards  of  200  trout,  his  best  day  being 
seventy-three.     Owing  to    unfavourable  weather,  the 
average  size  of  the  fish  he  caught  was  smaller  than  usual 
— between  ^Ih.  and  Jib.  On  a  good  day  a  single  rod  has  been 
known  to  account  for  as  many  as  eighteen  dozen  on  Lough 
Akibon.    Any  ordinary  lake  trout  flies  will  kill,  but  special 
favourites  are  Clarets,  Blue  Bodies,  Rough  Hare's  Ear, 
and  Gold  Bodies.    The  size  must  be  regulated  by  the 
strength  of  the  wind  and  other  conditions,  but  as  a  rule 
large  flies  are  suitable.  To  salmon  fishers  the  river  Lennon, 
which  flows  out  of  Lake  Gartan,  offers  great  attraction. 
The  daily  trout  permit  (Is.  6d.  per  day)  includes  fishing 
for  salmon  in  one  of  the  best  stretches  of  this  river.  Mr. 
Patterson  rose  a  fine  fish  one  day,  and  his  gillie,  Micky 
Duddy,  a  celebrated  local  angler,  hooked  and  lost  one  and 
killed  a  fish  of  81b.  during  his  visit.    The  silmon  are  not 
yet  up  in  any  quantity,  but  the  first  heavy  floods  will  put 
fish  in  all  the  pools.    June  is  the  best  month  both  for 
salmon  and  trout.     On  June  19  last  season  the  said  Mr. 
Michael  Duddy— who,  by  the  way,  ia  a  farmer  as  well  as 
angler  and  gillie— killed  five  fine  salmon.    He  dresses  all 
his  own  flies,  and  has  found  fiery  brown  colour  the  most 
kiUiug.— Ireland's  Saturday  Night,  May  21. 


upper  proprietors, 
ment. 


It  is  the  only  way  open  for  improve- 


It  is  said  that  Mr.  John  M.  Eoss,  of  Glen-Skiach 
distillery,  Ross-shire — a  distinguished  chemist,  and  an  en- 
thusiast in  all  chemical  science — has  a  scheme  for  changing 
distillery  refuse  into  a  valuable  commeicial  product,  but 
that  the  chemicals  used  for  this  purpose  might  be  more 
objectionable,  if  they  found  their  way  into  the  rivers  and 
streams,  than  the  refuse  itself.  Meantime  Mr.  Ross  holds 
his  hand.  ^ 

The  experiments  at  Mr.  Edward's  Benrinnes  distillery 
have  been  suspended,  not  on  account  of  failure,  as 
rumoured,  but  on  account  of  the  working  of  it  with  iron 
pipes  instead  of  copper.  The  refuse  is  got  rid  of  by 
evaporation,  and  the  failure  of  the  iron  plant  was  foreseen 
from  the  start.  Copper  is  to  be  substituted  whenever  the 
works  can  be  stopped  for  a  week  or  so  at  a  time. 


A  fine  new  hotel  has  been  designed  for  Nethy  Bridge — 
this  anglers'  and  health-seekers'  paradise  of  the  north. 
Though  situated  at  an  altitude  of  700ft.  above  sea  level, 
with  Cairn gorara  in  the  background,  and  only  some  ten 
miles  off  from  the  summit,  the  district  is  one  of  ideal 
beauty,  and,  what  is  better,  ideal  freedom.  Here  the 
angler  may  rove  from  river  to  loch  at  his  own  sweet  will, 
and  a  comfortable  hotel  to  return  to  at  night  will  now  soon 
be  at  his  command,  and  complete  the  attractions  of  the 

I  could  say  very  much  more  of  Nethy  Bridge,  for 
know  it  personally  as  one  of  the  richest  and  most  come-at 
able  angling  districts  in  Scotland.    It  is  easier  reached  by 
the  Highland  line  from  Perth  than  via  Aberdeen,  and 
with  the  Spey,  the  Nethy,  the  Dulnain,  the  Avon,  and 
host  of  other  streams,  deseryes  to  be  better  known. 


A  very  smart  capture  of  salmon  poachers  was  effected 
on  Deeside  last  week.  A  considerable  amount  of  poach- 
ing has  lately  been  attempted,  if  not  actually  done,  and 
a  sharp  look  out  is  necessary  if  the  marauders  are  to  be 
kept  at  bay.  On  Wednesday  morning  last  a  spring  cart 
was  observed  being  driven  at  high  speed  through  the 
village  of  Aboyne,  evidently  from  the  Glentana  district. 


INTERNATIONAL    FISHERIES  EXHIBI- 
TION AT  BERGEN,  NORWAY. 
At  the  great  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  which, 
together  with  an  Exhibition  of  Norwegian  Industry^ 
Agriculture,  Art  and  Home  industries  will  be  held  in 
Bergen  from  May  16  to  Sept.  30  this  year  the  following 
countries  will  exhibit :  Denmark  with  Iceland  and  the 
Faeroe  Islands,  France,  Japan,  Russia,  Sweden,  Tunis  and 
the  United  States.   Besides  these  countries,  which  are 
officially  represented,  several  firms  in  Great  Britain, 
Germany,  and  other  countries  have  announced  their 
intention  to  exhibit.    The  directors  of  the  Society  for 
promotion  of  Norwegian  Fisheries  are  of  opinion  that 
besides  the  many  various  meetings  which  will  take  place 
during  the  exhibition,  an  International  Fisheries  Congress 
ought,  if  possible,  to  be  arranged,  and  therefore  hereby 
beg  to  invite  Norwegians  as  well  as  foreigcers  interested 
in  fisheries  to  join  at  such  a  CDngress.   The  congress  will 
be  held  in  Bergen  from  July  18  to  21,  shortly  after  the 
jury,  which  are  to  meet  first  half  of  July,  have  finished 
their  work,  and  immediately  after  the  races  for  ordinary 
native  fishing  boats   and    for    pleasure  boats,  which 
commence  on  July  12,  have  taken  place.    The  object  of 
the  congress  will  be  to  elicit  difcassion  on  certain  subjects 
previously  set  down,  and  to  hold  lectures  according  to  a 
programme  which  will  be  sent  the  attendants  beforehand. 
Any  person  who  may  wish  to  propose  any  spacial  subject 
for  discussion  and  to  open  the  same,  or  any  who  wish  to 
give  a  lecture,  is  requested  to  give  notice  thereof  before 
June  10.    The  lectures  may  be  held  in  any  of  the 
Scandinavian  languages,  or  in  English,  French,  or  German. 
Any  person  desirous  of  partaking  should  give  notice  thereof 
before  June  20,  the  said  notice  to  be  accompanied  by  the 
fixed  contribution  of  five  kroners,  on  receipt  of  which  a 
ticket  of  membership  will  be  forwarded.    This  ticket  will 
entitle  to  :  (1)  the  reduction  in  fares,  which  the  railways 
and  steamship  companies  may  grant;  (2)  free  admission  to 
the  exhibition  during  seven  days ;  and  (3)  a  gratis  copy  of 
the  printed  report  of  the  deliberations  of  the  congress. 

The  directors  of    "the    Society    for  promotion  of 
Norwegian  Fisheries."  - 
Bergen.  Kr.  Lehmkuhl  (President). 


Constable  Mathews,  who  was  on  the  look  out,  mounted 
is  cycle,  and,  accompanied  by  young  Sandison  (whose 
father  is  lessee  of  the  extensive  hotel  waters),  they  gave 
chase.  After  a  sharp  ride  of  three  miles  the  suspecte ' 
craft,"  apparently  manned  by  two  hands  only,  was 
overtaken  at  Dess  and  brought  to  a  standstill,  when 
beneath  a  tarpaulin  two  more  "hands"  and  a  box  ^^ith 
nine  salmon  were  duly  revealed. 


^otes  from  ti^t  ^ortf). 

Anglers  all  over  the  north  have  been  having  a  fine  time 
of  it  during  the  past  two  weeks.  Even  those  who  are 
never  known  to  let  go  an  expression  of  satisfaction,  what- 
ever they  may  feel,  have  been  jubilant  over  their  successes. 

Excellent  sport,"  "capital  ply,"  "  steadily  improving," 
and  "something  really  good"  are  the  encouraging  and 
current  expressions.    Long  may  it  continue. 

Except  in  the  central  highlands,  the  weather,  though 
hard,  has  been  genial.  But  in  Perthshire  and  the  counties 
bordering  on  the  north  of  it  a  veritable  snowstorm  has 
been  raging,  hence  reports  from  these  parts  are  not  so 
bright,  and  although  fish  are  plentiful  on  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Dee  and  Spey,  sport  for  the  nonce  has  been 
practically  suspended. 

Mr.  Malloch's  scheme  of  a  syndicate  to  take  over  the 
fishing  rights  of  the  Tay  should  now  take  on  with  the 


The_  members  of  the  Aberdeen  Amateur  Rockfishers 
Association  opened  what  promises  to  be  a  very  successful 
season  on  Saturday,  when  about  forty  weighed-in  for  the 
Douglas  Cup.  The  competition  was  by  teams  in  the 
various  districts  between  Aberdeen  and  Muchalls, 
distance  of  twelve  miles.  ____ 

There  were  no  empty  baskets,  and  the  Newtonhill  team 
totalled  a  gross  weight  of  1991b. ;  Muchalls,  1151b.  ; 
Portlethen,  llllb. ;  and  Cove,  941b.— grand  total,  6791b. 
of  ccd  and  saithe,  yielding  an  average  of  nearly  131b.  per 
basket.  The  heaviest  individual  baskets  were :  Geo 
Ogilvie,  37ilb. ;  Wm.  King,  23ilb. ;  A.  Douglas,  33jlb.  , 
and  A.  Imlah,  25|lb.  The  association  has  a  strength  of 
over  100  ordinary  members,  and  a  like  number  of  honorary 
members,  and  is  in  a  very  flourishing  state,  financially  and 
otherwise.   

Grilse  are  appearing  in  fairly  large  numbers,  and  are 
selling  at  the  same  price  as  sea  trout — about  3d.  cheaper 
per  lb.  than  salmon.  The  Dee  district  is  the  only  place 
where  they  have  as  yet  been  found. 

The  International  Fisheries  Exhibition  Committee  have 
appointed  sub-committees  to  take  charge  of  the  various 
departments  as  follows :  (1)  Admission,  Traffic,  and 
Excursion  Committee;  (2)  Building,  Lighting,  and 
Grounds  Committee  ;  (3)  Music,  Entertainment,  Refresh- 
ment, Printing,  and  Advertising  Committee;  (4)  Exhibits 
and  Space  Committee  ;  (5)  Finance  Committee  ;  (6)  Chair- 
man's Committee  ;  (7)  Prizes,  Essays,  and  Literature 
Committee.  Anyone  vrishing  to  have  his  name  added  has 
only  to  communicate  with  the  general  secretary,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Brander,  or  Lord  Provost  Mearns,  Aberdeen. 

Mr.  Walter  E.  Archer,  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries 
for  Scotland,  has  been  deputed  by  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland  to  represent  them  at  the  opening  of  the 
International  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  Bergen. 


IprovinciaMRotes 


Pait  II.  of  the  Fishery  Board's  Annual  Report  to 
Parliament  for  1897  has  not  yet  been  issued,  but  it  is  due 
in  a  short  time.  Part  I.  has  been  devoted  to  investiga- 
tions by  Dr.  Noel  Paton  and  his  colleagues  on  the  salmon, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  reports  the  board  has 
issued  in  its  time,  although  many  valuable  reports  have 
been  from  time  to  time  submitted,  both  by  the  late 
inspector  and  his  present  successor.    Special  Scotch. 


The  Steaight  Tip  for  the  winner  is  anxiously  sought  for  prior 
to  any  of  our  great  races,  and  the  joy  or  sorrow  of  the  recipients 
is  largely  measured  by  the  amount  of  money  they  afterwards 
win  or  lose.  There  is  no  uncertainty,  however,  or  anguished 
suspense,  as  to  the  result  of  using  Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment. 
After  a  fair  trial  the  gain  is  sure  and  great.  The  Pills,  taken 
occasionally  in  prescribed  doses,  keep  the  digestion  in  order, 
excite  a  free  flow  of  healthy  bile,  and  regenerate  the  impoverished 
blood  with  richer  materials.  The  Ointment  is  a  grand  remedy 
for  the  removal  of  rheumatic  pains,  wounds,  sore.s,  ulcers,  cuts  or 
bruises. 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening.  May  19.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice-chair.    The  meeting  was 
well  attended.    The  president,  in  opening  the  meoling, 
referred  to  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Hall,  who  had  acted 
as  one  of  the  trustees  to  the  society  since  its  formation, 
and  proposed  a  vote  of  sympathy  and  condolence  to  the  de- 
ceased gentleman's  widow,  which  was  seconded  and  carried. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  committee  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed,  after  which  the  secretary  reported  thit  he 
had  paid  the  sum  of  £1  as  death  claim  to  the  widow  of 
Mr.  A.  G.  Hall.    The  secretary  reported  that  the  concert 
at  the  Ladywood  Palace  on  behalf  of  the  funds  of  the 
society  would  realise  a  profit  of  over  £6.    The  visiting 
committee  gave  in  reports  of  their  visits  to  the  Sp  trk- 
brook,  Rose  and  Crown,  and  Black  Eagle  Societies. 
The  reports  went   to   show  that  the  whole  of  the 
clubs  named  had  enrolled  a  number  of  new  members 
to  become  identified  with  the  society.    The  reports  were 
adopted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  visiting 
committee.    The  important  matter  of  deciding  when  and 
where  the  annual  contest  should  be  fished  was  next  c  jn- 
sidered.    It  was  first  resolved  that  the  contest  take  place 
on  a  Saturday  afternoon,  and  the  date  was  fixed  for 
July  23.    Three  places  were  put  before  the  meeting  as 
suitable  for  the  contest  to  be  held  at,  namely,  Wilmcote, 
Alrewas,  and  Stoke  Golding ;  and  upon  the  vote  being 
taken,  the  latter  place  was  decided  upon  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  president.     The  clubs  connected  with  the 
Walsall  Association,  which  number  only  three,  are  jast 
now  in  a  very  poor  condition  so  far  as  members  are  con- 
cerned.   The  chief  club  is  the  Handsacre,  of  which  Mr. 
F.  Harrison,  of  Elgin  House,  Lower  Hall  Lane,  is  the 
hon.  sec.    This  club  is  only  thirty  strong,  still  they  rent 
one  of  the  very  best  stretches  of  the  'Trent,  close  to 
Armitage  railway  station.     The  Fountain  Club  also 
rent  a  splendid  stretch  of  water  on  the  Trent  at  Pipe 
Redware.     This  club  has  only  twenty-five  membars, 
and  are  very  much  handicapped  by  the  low  number 
of  members  and  the  rent  paid  for  the  wat«r.  Still, 
the  club  intends  retaining  the  water  under  any  circam- 
stances.    The  secretary  of  this  club  is  Mr.  Bird,  of  the 
Warwickshire  Furnishing  Company,  High-street,  Walsall. 
I  can  highly  recommend  both  these  clubs  and  their  waters 
to  anyone  who  wishes  to  join  a  club  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  other  club  does  not  rent  water.    It  is  called  the  New 
Inns  Club,  and  the  address  of  the  secretary  is  Mr.  F.  S. 
Piatt,  24,  Camden-street,  Walsall.    All  these  clubs  are 
affiliated  with  the  P. A. A.,  and  enjoy  the  piivilege  to 
travel  at  the  reduced  fares  to  stations  on  the  London  and 
North- Western  and  Midland  Railways.    A  large  number 
of  our  clubs  are  offering  a  number  of  special  prizss 
for  specimen  fish  ;  in  fact,  about  thirty  clubs  are  now 
going  in  for  this  kind  of  thing.    Some  of  the  conditioas 
are  that  the  fish  should  be  taken  only  from  the  club 
waters,  and  others  are  that  all  fish  weighed-in  should  be 
taken  from  the  free  and  open  waters.    A  number  of  clubs 
last  year  followed  out  this  rule,  and  in  all  cases  it  turned 
out  a  success,  and  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  members. 
Moreover  than  this,  the  clubs  are  having  the  best  specimen 
fish  preserved  to  adorn  the  walls  of  the  club-rooms. 
The  Anglers'  Pride  Society  held  a  special  concert  ou 
May  19  last  at  their  clubhouse,  the  Royal  Oak,  Barr- 
street,  Hockley,  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund.    The  enter- 
tainment was  of  a  first  class  description,  and  was  ex- 
ceedingly well  attended.    The  secretary,  Mr.  E.  Glover, 
informs  me  that  a  profit  of  over  £6  was  realised.    Mr.  C. 
White,  the  general  secretary  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association,  has  received  a  reply  from  the  Midland 
Railway  authorities  at  Derby  to  the  memorial  recently 
sent  up  praying  for  a  reduction  in  the  present  charge  for 
railway  fares.    The  reply  goes  to  show  that  the  question 
wiU  be  fully  considered. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

The  variable  weather  of  late  has  a  good  deal  interfered 
with  angling  on  the  Derbyshire  rivers,  and  heavy  thunder- 
storms on  Sunday  last  caused  the  waters  to  be  much 
discoloured.    They,    however,  soon  cleared,  and  fine 
weather  since  has  enabled  the  angler  to  pursue  his  sport 
with,  on  the  whole,  good  success.    Visitors  have  been 
fairly  numerous  on  most  of  the  streams.     The  upper 
waters  of  the  Derwent,  in  the  A^hopton  district,  have 
yielded  several  good  baskets,  and  satisfactory  sport  has 
been  had  on  the  waters  in  the  Bamford  and  Yorkshire 
Bridge  localities.    Some  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  killed 
on  the  Hathersage  Association  lengths  of  the  river,  and 
several  excellent  creels  have  been  made  on  the  Calver  and 
Baslow  reaches.     The  Chatsworth  waters  have  had  about 
an  average  number  of  rods,  and  several  nice  catches  have 
been  made   by  some  of  the  fishermen,  principally  in 
the   lengths  between    the  bridge  and  Beely.  Very 
fair   sport  has  also  been  had  on  the  lower  lengths 
between  Beely  Bridge,   Calton  Woods,  and  Rowsley ; 
and  the  Darley  Dale  and  Matloik  waters  have  yielded 
several  good  baskets  of  well-conditioned  fish.    The  lower 
lengths  by  Holmesford  and  Amtergate  have  also  afforded 
very  fair  sj:ort,both  to  fly,  bottom  fishers,  and  trollers. 
Some  good  creels  have  also  been  made  cn  the  Wye,  between 
Rowsley  and  BakeweU,  and  angling  generally  on  that 
river  has  been  tolerably  good  during  the  week.  The  Dove 
has  had  about  the  usual  run  of  anglers  on  its  banks,  and, 
as  a  rule,  satisfactory  sport  has  been  had.    Some  good 
baskets  have  been  made  on  the  Dovedale  lengths,  and 
several  nice  lots  of  good  sized  fish  have  been  taken  on  the 
upper  reaches  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Beresford  and  the 
village  of  Hartington,    Considering  the  constant  change 
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OUTFITS  /  NORWAY.  THE  IDEAL  MAY  FLY 


FIRST  CLASS  RODS,  FLIES,  AND  CASTS 
A  Splendid  Selection  of  all  the  best  Norway  Files  in  Stock.  ! 


(Regd.) 


6s.  SL  clozieiri. 

Orders  should  be  placed  at  oace  to  prevent  disappointment 


OGDEN  d  SCOTFORD. 


19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE^ 
and  at  CHELTENHAM. 


GREAT   EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

WHITSUNTiDE  HOLIDAYS. 

TO  DEIST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  and  FRIDAY  to 
TUESDAY  CHEAP  TICKETS  to  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Southend-ou-Saa,  Clacton- 
on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich,  Doverconrt, 
Felixstowe,  Aldehurgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstan- 
ton are  issued  by  all  trains  from  London  (Liver- 
pool-street);  also  from  G.E.  Suburban  stations 
at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool-street.  These 
Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issued  from  St.  Panoras 
(Midland  Station)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hun- 
stanton, Yarmouth.  Lowestoft,  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE.  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  Back,  2s.  6d.,  from 
Liverpool  -  street.  Fenchurch  -  street.  Stepney, 
Bishopsgate,  Bethnal-green,  Coborn-road,  Strat- 
ford, Forest  Gate,  &e. ;  and  from  all  stations  on 
the  Enfield,  Walthamstow.  Loughton,  Woolwich. 
Blackwall,  East  London,  Gospel  Oak,  and  Norih 
London  Lines. 

On  WHIT  MONDAY  Through  Fast  Trains 
will  run  at  frequent  intervals  from  Liverpool- 
street,  commencing  at  ().3I)  a.m.,  and  from  Fen 
church-street  at  7.47.  8.13,  8.47,  9.20,  9,47,  10.50, 
and  11,30  a  m.  Through  Excursion  Tickets  to 
Southend-on-Sea  are  also  issued  from  Stations 
on  the  Metropolitan  and  Metropolitan  District 
Railways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH  and 
Back,  4s.,  from  Liverpool-street,  on  Whit- 
Sunday,  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on  Whit-Monday  at 
8.20  a  m.,  calling  at  Stratford. 

YARMOUTH  and  CROMER,  5s.— On  Whit- 
Monday,  from  Liverpool-street  at  (;,3.5  a.m  to 
Yarmouth,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Town  at  C.65  a  m,  to  Yarmouth  and  Cromer. 

ELY  Ss.,  CAMBRIDGE  4s.— On  Whit-Monday, 
from  Liverpool-street,  at  8,4-5  and  ILO  a,m,,  and 
from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  9.15  a.m, 

BEOXBODENE  and  EYE  HOUSE,  Is.  6d,, 
daily,  from  Liverpool  -  street,  Bethnal  Green, 
Hackney  Downs,  Stratford,  &c.  On  Whit-Monday 
Special  Trains  will  run  as  required. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.,  daily,  from  Liverpool- 
street,  Fenchurch- street,  Deptford-road,  Gospel 
Oak,  &c.  On  Whit-Monday  a  Special  Service  of 
Trains  will  run  between  Liverpool-street,  Fen- 
church-street,  and  Chingf ord  and  Loughton ;  also 
between  Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 

WM.  BIRT,  General  Manager. 
London,  May,  1898. 

The  "Epicure"  Publications. 

THE  EPICURE.    A  Journal  of 

Taste.  Contents  :  Abraham  Hay- 
ward's  "  Art  of  Dining  "  (serial) ;  A 
new  translation  of  Brillat  Savarin's 
Physiologie  du  Gout  (serial)  ;  After- 
Dinner  Talk  ;  Notes  and  Reports  of 
Schools  of  Cookery,  &c. ;  Original 
High-class  Recipes ;  Table  Decora- 
tion ;  Cellar  Notes ;  Still-room  and 
Pantry  ;  Encyclopedia  of  Terms  used 
in  Cookery  ;  Directory  of  Schools  and 
Teachers  of  Cookery  and  Domestic 
Economy  in  Great  Britain,  &c. 
Monthly  4d.,  post  free  5d. ;  Annual 
Sabsoription  4s.,  post  free  all  over 
the  World. 

MISS    CAMERON'S  COOKERY 

BOOK.  By  Ida  Cameron,  Diplomee 
National  Training  School ;  Principal 
Earl's  Court  School  of  Cookery ; 
Lecturer  to  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company.  Crovra  8vo.,  stiff  covers, 
Is. 

COOKERY  LESSONS  FOR 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
CHILDREN.  By  Hannah  MiLEOT, 
First  Class  Diplomee  Liverpool  S3hool 
of  Cookery.  Paper  covers,  3d. ;  post 
free  4d.   

THE  "EPICURE"  OFFICE, 
Granville  House,  Arundel  St.,  W-C. 

Established  1837. 
Kew  Books,  Old  Books,  Sare  Books. 

Also  out  of  print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.    Every  number  of  "  The  Pdb 

LISHKRS'  OlSOTOAE  AND  BOOKSBLLBBS'  ReOOBD  ' 

published  every  Friday,  price  IJd.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  It,  to  the  Pro- 
prietor! of  the  Publitheri'  Circular,  St.  Donatan'e 
Bonae,  iratter-Une,  London. 


The  above  PREMISES,  ready  fitted,  TO  BE  LET. 

Excellent  opportunity  for  Tactile  H^al^ers,  Gun  l\/lakers,  &c. 
Apply— W.  B.  MASON,  WINDSOR. 


FOR  PRESERVING  ^^^^.^^^^rr^^^^-^  use 

SCHERIMG'S 
FORMALIN 

The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd./'  '^^LS^r^'"' 


As  supplied  by  all 
Chemists,  or  direct  from 


GFiSHER"  BAIT. 


THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  ROACH-PASTE  KNOV/N  TO  ANGLERS 
Perfectly  Coloured  and  Flavoured.  Hundreds  of  Testimonials. 

In  Id.  and  2d.  Packets,  6d.  and  Is.  Tins.     By  Post  9d.  and  Is  4.d 

FREEMAiyS'  RHODIAiy  OIL, 

For  Flavouring  Bread  and  other  Pastes. 

In  Bottles  Id.,  3d.,  6d.,  Is,,  2s,  6d,,  5s.,  lOs,     Posted  Sd.  extra  any  size. 

FREEMANS'  QROUND  BAIT, 

The  perfection  of  a  good  ground  bait.    In  Id.  packets,  and  Gd.  and  Is.  tins    By  post  9d  and  Is  4d 
1  cwt.,  24s. ;  \  cwt.,  12s.  Cd. ;  i  cwt.,  7s.  6d. ;  141b.,  4s.  Gd.    Carriage  paid  to  any  station. 

FREEMANS'  ''RUBiOERE," 

»    A  Cake  for  Dressing  Lines.    In  Id.,  3d.,  and  Gd,  Cakes.    By  pos"t,  2d.  extra. 
ASK  YOUR  TACKLE   DEALER   FOR  ANY  OF  THE  ABOVE. 
None  genaine  unless  bearing  our  Registered  Trade  Mark,  the  signature  "  Wm   Frj!EMA.n  " 
Kefuse  all  substitutes  offered  (on  which,  you  may  be  sure,  the  Retailer  offering  them  gets  more 
proflt.)         LIST  OF  TROUT  AND  GOLDFISH  FOODS  ON  APPLICATION- 

OUK  SPECIALITIES  ABE  WELL  SPOKEN  OF  BY  THE  FISIJIXG  GAZETTE 


FREEMANS', 


Sole  Manufacturers: 

 n'Sr^r^r"  CITY  ROAD,  BIRMINGHAM. 

LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON  W. 

Situated  in  the  moat  Fashionable,  Oouvenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Beat  Shops,  <fca 

Modern  Improvements.    Moderate  Tariff. 

Wedding  Receptions.  Regimental  and  Club  Dinners,  (Lc. 


CLOTH  BINDINQ  CASES  FOR  THE  FISHHTS  GAZETTE 

CAN  BB  HAD  AT  TH9 

PUBLISHING   OFFICE,    BREAM'S    BUILDlNGSr  EX. 

Pr<««         94.  Po»t-fre«  9$.  94. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMOOATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour. 

8H0ULU  ADVEBTISB  IN 

The  Observer*  Chronicle  tor  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  adverts.,  25  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemoutfa. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  \m,  OR  FARMHOUSE 


Tor  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o. 

SHOtTLD  ADVBETI8E  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address !  o.  Market  Mill.  Cambride* 


Anglers  wishing  to  obt»tn 

HOTEL,  \m,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATiOr^ 

t'or  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVBBTI8B  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  Advtt.,  18  aordt,  6d. ;  80  words,  li.,  prepaid 
Address:  News  Office.  Ashbourne 
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in  the  weather,  and  the  occasional  disturbance  of  the 
■w  aters,  the  week's  fishing  has  been  fairly  satisfactory. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Cold,  frosty  nights  and  easterly  winds  are  not  the  bast 
conditions  for  trout  fishing,  and  in  this  district  we  have 
had  a  prevalence  of  this  kind  of  weather  during  the  past 
-  week  or  so,  which  has  proved  very  detrimental  to  both 
fly  and  bait  fishing,  yet  the  river  Hull  and  tributary 
streams  are  in  first  class  condition ;  one  gentleman  secured 
two  and  a  half  brace  of  nics  fish  between  Brigham  and 
Wansford  ;  another  brace  fell  to  the  worm  at  West  Beck- 
end,  and  odd  fish  have  been  met  with  below  Hempholme, 
in  the  tidal  waters,  a  lib.  fish  being  the  heaviest.  Bottom 
fishing  with  worm  and  shrimp  for  tloanders  and  eels  con- 
tinue s  very  good  both  at  Weelferry,  Wawne,  Cicey,  and 
Dunswell ;  and  at  the  latter  place  another  big  event  will 
lake  place  to-day  (Saturday),  at  three  o'clock,  under  the 
auspices  of  Messrs.  Blundell  Spenoe  and  Co.'s  A.S., 
when  a  number  of  valuable  prizes  will  be  competed 
for  in  a  match  open  to  all-comers.  The  draw  will 
be  held  at  the  Coach  and  Horses  Inn,  Dunswell,  and 
hostilities  commence  as  soon  after  three  o'clock  as  possible. 
The  prizes  will  be  delivered  to  the  successful  competitors 
on  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  the  Eoyal  Oak  Hotel,  Scott- 
street,  in  the  city.  Weelferry  was  selected  by  the  Holder- 
ness  Thursday  A.S.  to  fish  their  first  match,  and  resulted 
fairly  well,  Messrs.  E.  Sheppard,  Geo.  Harrison,  and 
J.  Dobson,  being  successful  in  winning  the  first  three 
prizes.  The  Brunswick  A.S.  also  fished  their  second 
match  at  the  same  place,  Mr.  E.  Nicholls  securing  the 
first  prize  with  21b.  9ioz. ;  Mr.  J.  Clark,  the  second,  with 
lib.  12oz. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Thompson,  third,  with  lib.  lloz. 
On  Monday  the  Hull  Eamblers'  A. A.  will  hold  their 
second  match  this  season  at  the  same  place ;  whilst  the 
Old  Soulcoates  A.  S . ,  on  the  same  day,  fish  at  Wawnef erry. 
The  Holderness  Thursday  A.S.  at  their  last  meeting 
presented  one  guinea  to  the  funds  of  the  Hull  Angling  and 
Preservation  Society,  which  sosiety  will  hold  a  special  meet- 
ing at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  in  Carr-lane,  on  Tuesday 
evening  rext,  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  all  anglers  interested  in  the 
re-stocidng  of  the  river  Hull  are  cordially  invited  to  assist 
this  useful  institution  in  its  objects.  Mr.  Patrick  J. 
Eobinscu,  proprietor  of  the  Sportsman's  Hotel,  has  pre- 
sented to  the  Alexandra  A.A.  a  handsomely  chased  silver 
challenge  cup  for  competition,  which  has  to  be  won  four 
times  in  succession,  or  six  times  in  all,  and  each  year  the 
winning  competitor  will  be  presented  with  a  gold  medal 
as  a  memento  of  the  occasion.  The  Sheffield  Arms  and 
the  Osborne  Angling  Societies  each  fish  a  match  on  the 
river  to-day  (Saturday),  the  former  at  Hull  Bridge,  and 
the  latter  on  Swinemoor;  whilst  the  Clarence  A.A.,  on 
June  4,  fish  their  second  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal 
at  Broomfleet ;  and  the  Victoria  A.S.  on  the  river  Hull  on 
Minto  Flatts. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  wretched  weather  lately  prevailing  gave  place  on 
Tuesday  to  bright  sunshine  and  a  milder  air,  followed  by 
some  rain.  The  change  has  been  much  welcomed 
by  anglers,  large  numbers  of  whom  have  turned  out. 
With  a  continuance  of  present  atmospheric  conditioEs  the 
prospects  for  the  holidays  should  be  bright.  Sport  has 
varied  on  different  rivers,  but  may  be  pronounced  as 
generally  good  throughout  the  district.  Some  splendid 
trout  have  been  taken  by  Keswick  anglers,*  local  and 
visitors,  amongst  whom  mention  may  be  made  of  Mr.  Hill, 
of  Liverpool,  who  is  having  a  good  season,  Mr.  Kerby' 
Messrs.  Story,  Newton,  Cowperthwaite,  Crosthwaite^ 
Hodgson,  Majson,  Coulson,  Musgrave,  Beadle,  Sparks, 
Wilkinson,  &c.,  the  last  named  securing  by  trolling  a 
dozen  good  fish,  one  of  which  weighed  41b.  Several  other 
trout,  of  21b.  to  3Jlb.  each,  have  been  taken  during  the 
week.  On  the  Kent,  Lune,  &c.,  sport  has  not  been  so 
good,  lut  is  now  improving,  natural  flies  appearing  in 
large  number  and  variety  with  the  warmth. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

'Throughout  this  county  there  is  a  suppressed  flatter  of 
excitement  in  anticipation  of  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  ; 
every  preparation  is  being  made  to  utilise  the  time  to 
advantage.  Our  local  livers  are  sure  to  be  well  fished, 
although  reports  so  far  this  season  do  not  point  to  good 
sport  being  had.  The  Wyre  has  fished  in  a  disappointing 
manner  up  to  now;  the  Eibble  is  also  only  in  moderate 
form,  but  this  should  be  altered  now  with  the  appearance 
of  the  May  Fly.  The  Lune  and  tributaries  is  another 
example  of  sport  deferred  ;  the  condition  of  the  water  has, 
however,  materially  assisted  the  bailiffs  to  net  out  the  pike 
from  various  pools,  where  they  were  simply  gorging  on 
immature  salmon  and  other  small  fry.  The  Moss  Side 
Socials,  on  the  19th,  had  an  important  event  in  the  shape 
of  a  lecture  from  Dr.  Chapman  on  "A  Few  Fish  and 
their  Haunts,"  illustrated  by  lantern  views  of  the 
fish  noticed  and  their  haunts,  Mr.  F.  Bibby  having 
the  lantern  department  in  hand  as  usual,  whilst 
Mr.  Harkncss  presided  over  all  the  proceedings.  The 
fish  dealt  with  by  the  learned  lecturer  were  the  pike, 
perch,  bream,  and  roach,  and  it  is  unnecessiry  to  say  more 
than  that  his  treatment  of  his  subject  was  extremely 
interesting  and  instructive.  A  few  additional  notes  were 
gmn  of  the  lasaprey,  and  a  few  extra  slides— snapshots 
—of  a  humorous  character  were  thrown  in.  Discussion 
followed,  which  extended  to  various  subjects  outside  the 
lecture,  in  which  many  fishermen  took  part.  A  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Chapman  and  Mr.  Bibby  concluded 
a  very  pleasant  evening  and  successful  event.  Windermere 
and  the  lake  district  generally  for  some  time  past  has 
gjven  great  satisfaction  to  the  anglers  who  have  visited 
this  district.  We  hear  of  many  intending  being  there 
pext  week.  Lincolnshire  is  reported  as  disappointing,  so 
IS  Llanymynech,  but  both  resorts  should  be  worth  a  visit 
in  the  coming  holidays.  Northwich  is  sure  to  be  well 
fished ;  it  always  was  popular. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

In  the  sister  borough  of  Salford,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  inky  Irwell,  we  have  a  miniature  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tion ;  and  anglers  with  sufficient  leisure  could  spend  an 
hour  in  Eoom  D  of  the  Peel  Park  Museum  to  advantage 
The  collection  is  arranged  by  Professor  W.  A.  Herdman, 
p. Sc.,  F.E.S.,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Scott,  and  i.=!  intended  to 
illustrate  the  scope  and  usefulness  of  the  Lancashire  Sea 
Fisheries  _  Joint  Committee.  The  collection  is  prepared 
with  the  idea  of  exhibiting  in  various  important  centres 
the  usefulness  of  the  committee  in  protecting  the  sea 
fisheries  of  the  district,  and  to  give  some  idea  of  the  work 
accomplished.  The  hatchery  and  marine  station  is  at 
Pie],  and  the  laboratory  at  Liverpool.  To  attempt  any 
description  of  the  exhibits  in  these  notes  would  be  a 
mistake  ;  so  all  that  need  be  said  is,  go  and  inspect  them 
The  new  executive  of  the  Victoria  Angling  Society,  Long 
sight,  is  as  follows:  President,  Eev.  C.  P.  Eoberts ;  vice- 
presidents,  Messrs.  J.  Buckley  and  W.  Eichmond  ;  trea^ 
surer,  Mr.  Edward  Waugh ;  secretary,  Mr.  V.  Hother 
sail;  committee,  Messrs.  F.  Carter,  C.  Wych,  and  W. 
Challinger.  Contests  are  arranged  for  July  9,  at  Marple  ; 
August  27,  at  Poynton  ;  September  17,  at  Prestwich. 
The  old  Standard  A.S.  held  a  meeting  on  the  23rd,  and 
finally  decided  on  the  regulations  to  govern  their  first 
contes";  on  June  18  and  19.  The  Kingfishers  have  been 
sampling  their  waters,  and  find  that  their  stocking  opera- 
tions have  been  very  successful.  The  new  fish  turned  into 
their  witers  have  done  well.  Angling  matters  are  jogging 
along  ia  fine  style  in  this  city,  and  in  order  to  intensify 
the  good  feeling  prevailing,  the  suggestion  of  an  official 
high  in  office  to  establish  a  system  of  visitation  of  clubs  is 
worth  consideration.  The  Hulme  Crown  A.S.  held  an 
enthusiastic  meeting  on  the  23rd,  and,  amongst  other 
business,  settled  the  details  of  their  first  match.  July  3 
is  the  date,  and  Althorpa  the  place,  but  members  are 
reminded  of  certain  rules  to  be  observed,  or  they  cannot 
compete  for  the  prizes  offered,  which  are  exceptionally 
valuable  this  year.  A  very  good  report  of  progress  is  to 
hand  of  the  Sun  A.S.  They  are  eager  for  the  fray,  and 
intend  being  heard  from. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  further  change,  and  fo 
some  days  past  the  weather  has  been  wretchedly  cold.  A 
few  gentlemen  have  been  out  on  the  Greet  trying  fcr 
trout,  and  one,  using  fly,  succeeded  in  creeling  four  and 
a  half  brace  of  very  choice  fish.  Sundry  fellows  have  also 
fallen  to  the  worm  on  the  lower  sections  of  the  Dover 
Beck.  Eels  have  again  been  ascending  the  Trent  in  con- 
siderable quantities,  and  a  good  many  have  been  taken  on 
night-lines  above  the  city.  Coarse  fish  are  advanced  in 
condition,  and  prospects  point  to  the  inauguration  of  a 
most  successful  season.  The  clubs  are  beginning  to  make 
preliminary  arrangements,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  rail- 
way privilege  cards  will  be  issued  to  members,  through 
their  secretaries,  on  June  4.  Several  extensions  have  been 
granted  by  the  Great  Northern  Company,  and  these  will 
be  shown  on  the  new  cards,  which  will  be  larger  than  in 
previous  years. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

During  the  past  week  ample  sport  has  been  obtained  by 
Sheffield  rodsters,  and  although  at  times  the  weather  has 
been  somewhat  unpropitioua  by  reason  of  the  rain  and 
the  cold,  this  has  had  little  effect  upon  the  results. 
Eessrvoir  fishers  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Sheffield  have  had  an  excellent  time  of  it,  and  the  dams 
in  the  Loxley  valley  have  yielded  a  goodly  number  of  fair 
sized  fish.  The  Damflask  reservoir  ha?  fuUy  maintained 
its  reputation,  and  the  takes  have  averaged  from  three 
brace  per  rod  upwards.  The  fish  have  weighed  from  fib., 
and  very  few  fishermen  have  visited  the  dam  and  have 
come  away  unsuccessful.  At  Bradfield  and  Hollow 
Meadows  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  dams, 
but  at  the  latter  place  the  water  has  been  a  little  too  clear 
for  the  results  to  turn  out  as  good  as  they  were  expected. 
Local  anglers  have  secured  excellent  takes  from  the  river 
Sheaf.  All  the  lengths  of  the  stream  have  received 
attention,  and  although  the  fish  have  not  run  to  any 
great  size,  the  sport  has  been  of  such  a  satisfactory 
character  as  to  demonstrate  that  if  the  river  is  well  looked 
after  during  the  close  season  it  will  always  provide  a  good 
amount  of  fishing.  The  members  of  the  Sheffield  Trout 
Anglers'  Society  have  wrought  considerable  execution 
amongst  the  trout  in  the  society's  private  waters  in  the 
Amber,  near  Wingfield.  The  water  has  been  in  first-rate 
trim,  and  the  fishermen,  taking  advantage  of  all  the 
favourable  circumstances,  have  wiled  many  a  speckled 
beauty  from  the  river.  The  fish  have  weighed  from  Jib. 
upwards,  the  heaviest  going  on  for  Ijlb.  The  Chesterfield 
Angling  Association  will  terminate  their  rental  of  the 
fishing  at  Brampton  at  the  end  of  this  year,  as  the  estate 
has  been  purchased,  and  the  purchaser  intends  to  strictly 
preserve  the  fishing  (which  is  excellent)  for  himself  and 
friends. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  fact  that  some  fifty  or  sixty  salmon  have  been  taken 
this  season  in  che  Severn,  Vyrnwy,  and  tributaries  in  the 
counties  of  Salop  and  Montgomery,  seems  to  have  been 
accepted  by  some  authorities  —  more  particularly  at 
Worcester  and  Gloucester  —  as  conclusive  proof  that 
salmon  are  pretty  plentiful  in  the  upper  waters,  and  that 
riparian  owners  and  others  interested  in  the  improvement 
of  the  fisheries  are  not  justified  in  maintaining  that  they 
cannot  obtain  anything  like  a  fair  proportion  of  fish.  It 
is  true  that  this  year  the  few  netsmen  who  still  think  it 
worth  the  time  and  expense  to  net  certain  parts  of  the 
river  in  Salop  and  Montgomery  have  been  fairly  well 
rewarded,  but  it  is  unfair  to  at  once  argue  fi-om  this  that 
the  stock  of  salmon  in  these  counties  is  satisfactory.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  early  in  spring  the  river  main- 
tained a  much  higher  level  than  usual,  the  effect  being 
that  some  good  salmon  were  enabled  to  reach  the  upper 


districts.  There  has  been  no  attempt  made  to  conceal 
this  fact,  or  to  deny  that  well  known  salmon  drafts 
at  Wroxeter,  at  Vyrnwy  mouth,  and  one  or  two 
other  places  have  yielded  a  few  fine  fish.  So 
far  as  it  goes,  this  is  satisfactory  enough ;  but  it  is 
idle  to  argue  that  the  proprietors  of  the  upper  waters 
have  little  or  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  paucity  of 
salmon.  The  reports  of  the  Severn  Conservancy  Board 
for  the  past  year  or  so  furnish  conclusive  proof  respecting 
the  long  complained  of  deterioration  of  the  Severn  salmon 
fisheries  in  the  non-tidal  waters.  Last  year  the  estimated 
take  of  salmon  throughout  the  district  was  15,000,  and,  at 
the  most  liberal  estimate,  not  more  than  sixty  fish  were 
captured  in  Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire.  For 
silmon  netting  liccncas  in  1897  the  lower  or  tidal  waters 
pa,id  to  the  board  £575  17s.  6d.,  the  non-tidal  waters  con- 
tributing  only  £55  lis.  Surely  stronger  arguments  than 
these  figures  afford  cannot  be  adduced  in  support  of  the 
contention  that  the  take  of  salmon  in  the  tidal  parts  of 
the  river  is  excessive,  and  that  the  Shrooshire  and  Mont- 
gomeryshire owners  are  justified  in  asking  the  board  to 
use  every  legitimate  means  to  ensure  a  satisfactory  run  of 
salmon  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  river. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  very  heavy  rains  we  have  had  since  Thursday  last 
have  upset  all  the  streams,  and  rendered  them  all  but 
unfishable.  The  Avon  has  overflown  i':8  banks,  and  the 
fields  and  gardens  are  submerged.  In  soma  of  them  the 
gooseberry  bushes  are  quite  covered,  and  some  of  the 
ground  crops  will  be  much  damaged.  The  Teme  is  also 
high  and  very  much  coloured,  but  wiU  soon  run  down  if  we 
get  some  dry  weather.  The  Severn  is  affected  least  by  the 
rain.  There  is  only  about  3ft.  rise  on,  and  the  water  above 
Teme's  mouth  not  so  much  coloured.  It  is  hoped  this  heavy 
water  will  bring  some  salmon  up  the  river,  and  give  the 
netsmen  a  little  remunerative  employment.  They  had  a 
bit  of  luck  during  the  past  week  ;  they  took  four  fair  sized 
fish,  and  it  is  fetching  a  better  price  than  it  has  for  years. 
Up  to  Saturday  the  trout  were  sporting  batter  than  they 
had  been  all  the  season  previously,  and  those  that  fished 
the  Teme  above  Knightwiok,  the  Lugg,  and  the  Arrow, 
&c.,  had  very  fair  sport,  both  with  the  fly  and  bottom 
fishing  :  Mr.  Hughes,  eight  brace  ;  Mr.  Wingfield,  seven 
and  a  half  brace ;  and  Eushton,  five  brace,  being  about 
the  best  catches  of  the  week  ;  but  after  this  rain  sport 
will  improve  very  much,  no  doubt,  and  we  shall  have  the 
May  Fly  on  as  soon  as  ever  we  get  a  little  sunny  weather, 
and  then  trout  anglers  will  have  a  busy  time  of  it.  There 
has  been  less  fly  life  on  our  rivers  and  less  fish  taken  with 
the  fly  this  season  than  I  ever  remember,  which  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  peculiar  weather  we  have  had.  The 
Severn  Fishery  Board,  at  the  Worcester  County  Petty 
Sessions,  prosecuted  two  men  for  fishing  during  the  close 
season.  The  cases  were  proved  by  the  water  bailiff, 
Thomas  Freeman,  and  they  were  both  fined — Henry 
HarteU,  ICs.  6d.  ;  and  Henry  Bowen,  15s.  6d.,  costs 
included.    This  is  pleasing  news  to  club  members. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Whitsuntide  fishing  prospects  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are 
not  of  the  most  promising  character,  for,  although  many 
of  the  waters  are  in  excellent  trim,  the  cold  weather  keeps 
the  trout  from  rising.  On  this  account  mainly  sport  has 
been  poor  for  a  week  or  more.  Both  trout  and  grayling 
make  a  good  show  on  the  Wharfe,  Yore,  and  Swale,  and 
warmer  weather  would  probably  work  wonders.  Then 
the  Stone  Fly  should  prove  a  most  useful  bait.  Fishing 
with  _  the  Creeper  has  been  a  failure  on  the  rivers 
mentioned.  The  authorities  carrying  out  the  fishery  laws 
of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  are  desirous  of  warning 
anglers  who  fish  in  such  a  way  as  to  take  trout  without 
having  a  licence  in  the  Yorkshire  fishery  district.  At 
Beverley,  a  few  days  ago,  Alfred  Smethurst  and  Frederick 
Patrick,  of  Hull,  and  Hugh  AUam,  Beverley,  were  fined 
lis.  each  for  fishing  in  the  river  Hull,  on  Good  Friday, 
without  a  licence. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
A.  H.  (Cheshire). — The  Grimersta  in  the  Lews  is  ia 
private  hands.    Write    to    the    secretary    of  Donald 
Matheson,  Esq.,  Lews  Castle,  Storuoway,  for  name  of 
tenants. 

Angler  (Wigan). — We  believe  that  the  vast  majority 
of  perch  are  either  male  or  female.  A  few  hermaphrodite 
examples  have  been  "  recorded,"  but  that  is  all. 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

FISHING  IN  FINLAND. 
We  observe  the  letter  signed  by  "  Ginger  Hackle  "  in 
last  week's  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  relative  to  fishing 
in  Finland,  and  below  we  beg  to  give  the  following 
information,  which  we  hope  may  prove  of  some  guidance 
to  your  correspondent : 

"  Fishing  is  generally  allowed  everywhere,  but  for  trout 
and  salmon  permission  has  to  be  obtained  from  the  owners, 
mostly  peasants,  who  usually  are  ready  to  grant  it, 
whether  gra-tuitously  or  for  a  trifling  sum.  Boats  and 
men  wiU  easily  be  had  at  rates  of  about  3s.  or  43.  a  day. 
Some  streams  have  been  rented  by  amateurs,  as  one  in 
Vuoksen  river,  near  to  the  Saima  lake,  by  Englishmen  in 
St.  Petersburg ;  and  Kalkis,  in  the  Kymmene  river,  by  a 
club  in  Helsingt'ors. 

"  As  a  rule,  the  streams  of  the  interior,  in  the  E.  and  N., 
are  more  abundant  in  fish,  and  here  a  licence  to  try  one's 
luck  will  be  easier  obtained;  but  at  the  same  time,  the 
farther  from  the  generally  frequented  places  one  proceeds. 
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the  more  the  claims  on  comfort  must  be  reduced.  You 
may  rely,  too,  on  the  general  hospitality  of  the  inhabitants 
in  extremis.  English  rods,  tackle,  &c.,  are  to  be  found 
in  Lindeback's  Sporting  Magazine,  30,  Unionsgatan, 
Helsingfors ;  and  at  H.  Eenfors,  15,  Alexandersgatan, 
Helsingfors,  and  Kajana. 

"  Shooting  is  little  developed  in  Finland.  In  the 
winter,  however,  some  sportsmen  go  to  Eastern  Finland 
after  bears." 

The  above  extract  we  quote  from  a  small  book 
published  by  the  Finnish  Tourist  Association,  and 
entitled  "Finland;  or,  the  Land  of  a  Thousand  Lakes." 
Thinking  that  this  little  publication  may  interest  you,  and 
be  of  use  to  you  on  subsequent  occasions,  when  reference 
may  be  made  to  Finland  by  any  of  your  readers,  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  asking  your  acceptance  of  it,  and  shall  be 
at  all  times  most  happy  to  furnish  any  correspondent  or 
yourself  with  any  news  regarding  Finland  and  its  various 
districts. 

Representing  as  we  do  the  leading  Finnish  Steamship 
Company,  whose  steamers  continually  ply  between  London, 
Hull,  and  Newcastle,  to  Finland  ports,  both  north  and 
south,  we  are  in  a  position  to  give  information  both  as 
rfgards  passenger  conveyance  and  the  various  centres  of 
interesfc.  The  most  direct  route  to  Finland  is  by  the 
Finland  line  of  steamers  from  Hull,  sailing  regularly 
every  Saturday  afternoon  throughout  the  season.  Messrs. 
John  Good  and  Sons,  of  High-street,  Hull,  are  the 
owners'  agents  at  that  port,  and  will  readily  furnish 
any  particulars  as  to  time  of  sailings,  engagements  of 
berths,  &c.  The  fares  from  Hull  to  Abo  and  Helsing- 
fors are  :  For  tirst  class,  £8  return  ;  second  class,  £5 
return ;  with  Ss.  and  3s.  per  day  respectively  for  board  ; 
wines,  &c  ,  are  not  included.  Steamers  have  excellent 
accommodation  for  passengers  ;  saloon  amidships,  and 
fitted  with  electric  light. 

Should  "  Ginger  Hackle  "  decide  to  proceed  further 
north  than  the  above  named  ports,  he  may  proceed  by 
coasting  steamer  from  Abo  to  Wasa  and  Uleaborg,  and 
for  this  latter  port  several  sportsmen  booked  through  us 
last  season.  The  cost  of  fare,  in  addition  to  previous 
named  fares,  to  Abo  would  be  about  ICs.  to  20s.  both 
ways. 

There  is  a  steamer  sailing  from  Hull  to  Wasa  and 
Uleaborg  direct  on  June  4  and  18. — Yours  truly, 

 •  H.  Sandall. 

FISHING  AND  SHOOTING. 

Sir, — One  of  the  most  extraordinary  feats  that  I  ever 
witnessed  was  performed  by  Mr.  Robert  H.  Beresford, 
resident  magistrate,  Dundalk.  He  was  fishing  for  salmon 
at  Channon  Rock,  on  the  Fane,  when  his  fly  got  hung  up, 
very  high,  in  a  tree  behind  him,  and  the  question  was 
how  to  get  it  down.  Mr.  John  iBeresford  was  present, 
and  had  with  him  a  decimal  300  rifle  (  SOO).  Mr.  R.  H. 
Beresford  took  the  rifle,  fired  at  the  small  bough  that  the 
fly  was  held  by,  cut  it  clean  across,  and  the  twig  and 
the  fly  came  fluttering  to  the  ground. 

There  were  present  at  the  time,in  addition  to  the  Messrs. 
Beresford  and  myself,  their  attendant  and  Abby  Smith, 
a  former  water  bailiff. 

There  is  a  very  large  fish  in  Channon  Rock  Dam,  sup- 
posed to  ba  the  one  hooked  and  lost  by  Mr.  William 
McBride.  I  have  tried  to  stir  him  on  several  evenings, 
but  he  positively  refused  to  rise  to  my  fly.  The  river 
has  fallen  ;  there  is  a  harsh  north  wind  ;  the  water  is  as 
clear  as  crystal,  and  I  have  given  him  up  as  a  bad  job. 

There  are  some  heavy  trout  in  this  dam  (one  of  the  test 
pools  on  the  river).  One  of  them,  a  regular  whopper, 
about  Clb.  weight,  has  been  constantly  showing  his  broad 
back  and  feeding  on  the  natural  fly.  No  one  has  been 
able  to  induce  him  to  look  at  an  artificial,  wet  or  dry. 

The  Glyde  river  is  within  measurable  distance  of  this 
town.  Mr.  William  McBride  brought  back  a  nice  131b. 
springer  from  it  lately,  as  well  as  some  very  fine  trout. 
The  large  brown  trout  on  this  river  very  often  take  a 
salmon  fly,  and  the  same  observation  applifstothe  Dee 
river,  which  joins  the  Glyde  at  Anagassen,  before  reaching 
the  sea.  In  Norway  I  have  often  been  plagued  with  31b. 
brown  trout  taking  very  large  salmon  flies. — Yours,  &o., 
^Castleblaney,  May  21.    Innish-Owen. 

A  PLEASANT  TROUTING  HOLIDAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  can  recommend  anglers  to  give  the 
Tweed  a  trial.  I  have  now  gone  for  several  seasons  to  the 
Tweed.  The  fishing  is  excellent,  and  the  expense  is  very 
moderate.  Should  any  of  your  readers  care  to  go,  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  give  them  every  information  if  they 
will  call  on  me. — Yours,  &c.,  William  Smith. 

Higham  Hill  Fishery,  Walthamstow. 


THE  YORKSHIRE  ESK  AND  ITS  SALMON 
FISHERY. 

Sir, — In  your  editorial  note  to  my  letter  in  your  issue 
of  the  14th  inst.,  you  state  that  you  "  cannot  understand 
the  annual  averages.  Surely  the  average  size  of  the 
salmon  of  the  Yorkshire  Esk  is  more  than  41b."  I  think, 
sir,  you  have  not  taken  into  account  the  fact  that  sea 
trout  and  bull  trout  are  classified  as  "  salmon,"  along  with 
the  true  salmon  (S,  salar),  under  the  Salmon  Acts,  and 
are  so  included  in  my  returns.  A  considerable  number  of 
the  salmon  boats  fishing  in  this  distjict  fish  for  sea  trout 
only,  using  nets  with  the  smallest  legal  mesh  of  2in,  from 
knot  to  knot.  The  fish  caught  in  these  nets  vary  from 
abjut  IJlb.  to  41b.,  while  those  boats  fishing  with  nets 
measuring  in  the  mesh  from  2^in.  to  3in.  only  catch  the 
larger  fish,  which  are  nearly  all  salmon,  and  weigh  up  to 
251b.  or  301b.  For  some  unexplained  reason  some  seasons 
show  a  preponderanc3  of  one  size,  and  some  a  pre- 
ponderance of  the  other.  As  a  rule,  as  the  number  caught 
goes  up  the  average  size  comes  down.  So  much  for  net 
fishing.  As  regards  rod  fishing,  the  average  size  (still 
including  eei  and  bull  trout)  is  much  higher,  ranging 
daring  the  last  three  years  from  GJlb.  to  73lb.,  a  very 


good  average,  I  take  it,  for  a  small  stream  of  only  some 
twenty-six  miles  in  length.  I  should  say,  speaking  from 
observation,  that  the  average  of  the  salmon  (S.  salar) 
caught  here  would  be  about  lOlb.  or  121b. — Yours  truly, 

William  Brown. 

Saw  MiUs,  Whitby,  May  24,  1898. 


WINDERMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was,  indeed,  pleased  to  read  the  reply  of 
your  correspondent  "B.  E.  F."  to  my  letter  of  April  2 
rc  the  poor  trout  fishing  in  Windermere. 

His  experience  has  been  gained  over  a  greater  extent  of 
both  time  and  lake  than  has  mine.  I  confine  my  attention 
to  the  south  end  of  the  lake  only  when  fishing. 

I  last  saw  the  oily  scum  to  which  I  referred  during 
Easter  this  year,  and  about  a  mile  below  Storrs,  right 
across  the  steamer's  track  in  the  middle  of  the  lake  We 
often  see  it  at  our  end,  and  unless  the  wind  be  strong  the 
ripple  is  destroyed  by  it.  This  particular  effect,  however, 
is  very  local  and  insignificant.  What  are  the  prime  causes 
of  our  failure  to  catch  fish  ? 

Not  scarcity  of  fish  (as  anyone  who  has  seen  the  fish 
rising  at  May  Fly  knows),  nor  shortness  of  food  supply. 
I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  enormous  number  of 
pike  and  perch,  as  your  correspondent  states. 

With  regard  to  his  experiences  and  the  conclusions  he 
draws  from  them,  I  may  say  that  I  gladly  endorse  every- 
thing he  says.  His  references  to  the  Red  Hackle  fly,  his 
advice  re  size  of  flies,  throwing  across  the  wind,  and 
capturing  pike  on  the  shallows  while  trolling  for  trout  in 
May  and  June,  confirm  my  experience  in  every  particular. 

I  believe  the  number  of  pike  to  be  far  in  excess  of  that 
commonly  supposed.  A  gentleman  caught  235  in  a  three 
weeks'  holiday  last  year.  Another  took  over  120  in  one 
bay  during  the  season  ;  while  at  the  height  of  the  May  Fly 
rise  I  took  five  one  afternoon,  while  trolling  for  trout, 
which  wouldn't  look  at  the  fly,  natural  or  artificial. 

Although  a  member  of  the  L.D.A.A.,  I  am  very  dis- 
satisfied with  its  ineflicient  administration  and  meagre 
results ;  35331b.  of  pike  looks  well,  but  relatively  it  is 
most  insignificant ;  and  why  not  perch  ?  Directly  they 
come  on  to  the  shallows  trout  fishing  ends. 

So  far  as  I  can  see,  the  conditions  in  Windermere  are 
at  least  equal  to  those  of  the  highly  valued  Scotch  lochs. 
Why  shouldn't  the  sport  be  ?  I  can't  quite  see  eye  to  eye 
with  "  B.  B.  P."  re  temperature.  Such  a  factor  would 
be  of  greater  potency  in  Scotland  ;  yet  it  doesn't  seem 
to  be. 

I  should  like  to  correspond  with  "  B.  E.  F.,"  if  he  will 
forward  his  address. — Yours,  &o.,    Wm.  H.  Pearsall. 
Dalton-in-Furness.   


MAY  FLY  FISHING  NEAR  CALAIS 
Dear  Marston, — Flies  and  casts  to  hand  on  Sunday, 
so  many  thanks.  Tried  them  to-day  (May  24),  very  hard 
luck ;  horrid  thunderstorm,  water  got  pea-soupy,  and 
remained  clayey.  Plenty  of  fly,  and  some  big  trout  taking 
in  a  very  half-hearted  way,  and  mostly  refusing  the 
imitation. 

Had  half  a  dozen  rises,  and  pricked  four  goodly  fish.  A 
local  angler  had  similar  experience  ;  and  a  young  farmer, 
early  in  the  morning,  was  broken  by  a  fish,  which  he  put 
down  at  31b.  I  saw  only  two  men  who  had  caught  a  fish. 
This  was  on  the  Canche,  at  Brimeux,  above  Montreuil, 
an  early  river  for  the  fly,  but  very  heavy  and  sluggish. 
Two  salmon  caught  there  a  few  days  ago. 

On  another  little  river  near  to  Calais,  May  Fly  stragglers 
were  seen  last  week,  and  it  is  expected  that  business  will 
be  on  by  end  of  this  week. 

I  am  invited  to  a  bit  of  preserved  water  in  Normandy 
for  29th  and  30th.  Hoping  you  and  the  "  A.  A."  andYarde 
will  be  getting  among  them  soon. — Ever  yours  sincerely, 

Chas.  a.  Payton. 

[We  hope  "  Sarcelle  "  will  keep  us  advised  of  his  moves 
— jumps  is  the  word — and  catch  some  of  those  3-pounders. 

—Ed.]   

HOW  TO  CATCH  MINNOWS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  of  an  easy  method  of  capturing 
minnows.  I  am  debarred  from  using  a  minnow  net,  as  I 
have  been  officially  informed  that  the  conservators  here 
won't  allow  a  mesh  of  less  thm  IJin.  even  in  an  ordinary 
landing  net.  I  can  catch  plenty  with  hook  and  worm,  of 
course,  but,  as  a  rule,  those  caught  that  way  are  too  large 
for  my  purpose — trout  fishing. — Yours  faithfully, 

  W.  A.  F. 

THE  13JLB.  TEST  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  the  13Jlb.  Test  trout, 
mentioned  in  last  week's  Fisliing  Gazette,  I  heard  from 
one  of  the  villagers  that  it  was  caught  by  one  of  the  Hon. 
Evelyn  Ashley's  family,  on  a  slice  of  bread,  and  can  quite 
believe  that  this  would  be  a  killing  bait,  as  the  big  trout 
feed  on  refuse  brought  down  aside  stream,  which  receives 
a  lot  of  refuse  fi'om  the  cottages  near  its  banks. — Faith- 
fully yours,  D.  K.  Bridger 

(Hon,  See.  Southampton  Piscatorial  Society). 

FISHING  AT  FAIRPORD  ON  THE  GLOUCESTER- 
SHIRE COLN. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  intended  long  ago  to  write  you 
of  my  experiences  at  Easter,  fishing  from  Fairford,  on  the 
Coin.  You  will  remember  that  I  asked  you  for  advice  as 
where  t  J  go  to  near  London. 

The  Hotel  water  (2s.  fid.  per  day)  comprises  about  one 
and  a  half  miles,  commencing  at  the  back  jard,  I  may  say, 
of  the  inn — the  Bull.  This  piece  of  water  is  characterised 
by  a  Mr.  Rogers,  who  was  fishing — a  very  rice  man,  and 
evidently  an  expert — as  the  very  prettiest  bit  of  dry  fly 
water  in  England.  There  are  certainly  a  gcod  number  of 
fish  in  this  length,  but  so  shy.  I  fancy  that,  from  being 
fished  for  so  much,  they  have  developed  eyes  in  their  tails. 
They  seem  to  spot  you,  crawl  "one  never  so  wisely." 
While  I  was  there  no  less  than  from  fourteen  to  sixteen 


rods  worked  away  on  that  unfortunate  one  and  a  half  miles. 
Then,  after  an  interval  of  some  distance,  perhaps  a  mile, 
the  hotel  has  the  fishing  of  about  2fl0yds.  of  meadow  below 
a  mill — no  mill  pool  below,  however.  Here  I  pitched  my 
camp,  and  worked  that  meadow  from  10  a.m.  till  6  p.m.  I 
cannot  stand  a  crowd — perhaps,  also,  because  I  am  anything 
but  an  expert — at  anything,  or  at  any  method  of  fishing. 
Well,  I  managed  to  rise  and  hook  several  very  good  fish  in 
that  meadow ;  but,  alas !  I  lost  the  best,  principally 
through  absolutely  rotten  gut,  and  to  a  small  extent  using 
a  new  split  cane,  rather  stiffer  than  I  am  accustomed  to. 
What  can  one  do  as  to  this  matter  of  rotten  gut  ?  One 
buys  casts  as  being  freshly  made  up  of  fresh  gut ;  and  one 
finds  that,  after  some  wetting,  the  whole  lot  comes  to 
pieces — does  not  break,  has  no  time  to. 

To  resume.  The  hotel,  after  another  interval  of  a  few 
meadows,  has  the  fishing  for  two  miles  down.  This  piece 
contains  a  lot  of  pike,  dace,  &c.,  and  also  some  very  fine 
trout,  necessarily  big  ones.  The  water  was,  of  course, 
with  the  dry  weather,  as  clear  as  gin,  rather  low,  but  not 
too  weedy  ;  purely  a  dry  fly  stream,  though,  indeed,  1  did 
as  well  as  most  of  the  others,  even  using  my  half  wet  half 
dry  system. 

The  hotel  is  comfortable,  but  not  exactly  cheap  as  to 
prices. 

Old  Lockwood  knows  the  river  well,  is  very  keen,  and 
very  willing  to  assist  a  stranger.  He  also  seems  to  me  to 
be  truthful,  which  is  not  the  case  with  the  generality  of 
those  who  report  on  rivers,  fishing,  &c. 

The  limit  size  at  Fairford  is  Jib.  Plenty  of  fish  from 
lib.  to  l#lb.,  or  perhaps  lilb.  A  few,  a  "good  "  few,  up 
to  21b. 

Very  small  flies  only  of  any  use.  Magnificent  shallows, 
gravel  beds,  weeds,  wild  celery,  and  quite  enough  as  to 
quantity,  and  not  too  long  for  the  dry  fly  man. 

For  the  top  one  and  a  half  miles  the  river  glides  along 
with  a  fairly  rapid  stream,  but  never  broken  water.  A 
lovely  piece  for  three  or  four  rods — but  for  sixteen  ! 

The  place  is,  unfortunately,  so  easy  of  access  from 
Oxford,  that  I  should  imagine  the  water  gets — or,  rather, 
the  fish  get — but  little  rest. 

For  the  May  Fly  season  the  charge  is  5s.  per  diem. 
They  say  the  hatch  of  this  fly  in  a  decent  season  is 
plentiful. 

At  all  times  I  should  think  that  there  was  a  veiy 
abundant  supply  of  fly.  The  liter  looks  like  it;  the 
circumstances  appear  so  favourable.  Of  course,  the  locals 
will  all  tell  jou  of  the  grand  feeding  there  is  fo:  trout — 
but  . 

There  are  also  plenty  of  shrimp  in  the  stream. 

I  think  I  have  now  told  you,  in  a  rambling  fashion,  all 
that  occurs  to  me  as  to  this  plaee.  The  scenery  is  very 
pretty,  and  the  church  has  the  finest  stiined  glass  windows 
in  England — so  I  am  told,  at  least,  and  I  atn  quite  willing 
to  accept  the  statement  as  fact. 

As  I  find  that  this  year  I  shall  be  unable  to  get  north  in 
August  for  the  grojMB,  and  that  I  must  take  my  holiday  iu 
July,  I  would  agairrrcnture  to  plague  you  as  to  a  fishing 
resort  for  that  month. 

This  is  a  long  jarn,  and  I  know  you  are  a  busy  man; 
but  when  tie  themes  of  fish,  of  fishing,  of  rivers  are 
started  there  seems  to  be  always  something  more  to  say ; 
always  a  fresh  incident  occurs  to  me  ;  alwajs  another 
pleasure  is  remembered. 

Believe  me,  while  thanking  you  for  the  trouble  you  took 
on  my  behalf,  to  remain — Very  sincerely  yours, 

E.  M.  W. 

N.B. — Ramsbottom,  of  Manchester,  has  just  sent  me 
some  most  beautiful  casts  of  drawn  and  really  undrawn 
gut.    They  look  lovely. 

P.S. — I  should  mention  that  the  river  is  annually 
assisted  by  the  introduction  of  the  High  Wycombe  breed 
of  trout.   


AIR  IN  SWIMMING-BLADDERS  OF  CONGERS. 

Sir, — In  Mr.  Buckland's  "Curiosities  of  Natural 
History,"  2nd  series,  chapter  4,  page  265,  he  says:  "In 
January,  1855,  thousands  of  congers  were  found  flcating 
upon  the  water;  they  could  progress  readily  in  any 
direction,  but  could  not  descend,  and  consequently  fell  an 
easy  prey  to  the  boatmen  ;  no  fewer  than  eighty  tons  were 
captured.  The  action  of  the  frost  caused  the  air  in  their 
swimming-bladders  to  expand  so  much  that  the  ordinary 
muscles  could  not  expel  it  at  will."  I  want  to  know  how 
it  is  one  cannot  expel  the  air  from  the  bladders  of  bream, 
roach,  chub,  gudgeon,  &c.  They  wUl  burst,  but  no  air  escapes 
when  pressed.  Can  aiiy  of  ycur  scientiGo  readers  tell  me 
why  bream,  perch,  chub,  roach,  dace,  &o.,  are  not  affected 
in  the  same  manner,  in  water  where  the  cold  is  often  far 
more  intense  than  in  the  sea  ? 

He  also  says  (page  268) :  "  I  tried  my  luck  in  the  military 
canal,  near  Hythe,  but  caught  nothing  but  a  few  eels.  I 
believe  these  eels  breed  in  the  canal,  because  if  they  went 
down  to  the  sea  they  would  find  no  mud,  but  only  a  bank 
of  loose  and  rolUng  shingle."  He  goes  still  further,  and 
says:  "There  is  every  reason  to  believe  they  breed  in 
ponds  whence  there  is  no  exit,  as  has  been  asserted  by 
numerous  obfervei'S."  He  also  says  :  "  The  eels  tha*; 
come  from  Holland  will  not  live  long  in  the  water  at 
London  Bridge." — I  am,  &c.,  Bardo. 


A  PLEA  FOR  THE  POOR  WORMS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  would  fain  give  a  friendly  caution  to 
brother  anglers  as  to  the  keeping  of  worms  in  small  tins 
a-scourirg  in  moss,  beyond,  say,  three  days,  after  which 
they  are  very  apt  to  be  forgotten,  and  on  opening  one's 
worm  tin  on  the  fifth  or  sixth  day  we  find,  alas,  that  we 
have  unwittingly  perpetrated  a  veritable  "  Black  Hole  of 
Calcutta."  I  know  this  from  regrettab?e  experience.  If 
one  has  a  back  garden  it  is  a  good  plan  to  establish  a 
wormery,  with,  say,  a  good  barrow  load  of  horse-dung,  and 
after  two  days'  fishing  return  the  worms  to  liberty  and 
give  them  a  fresh  feed. — Yours  truly,  H.  S.  Harland. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOKPOBATHD 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  4th,  1898. 


AN  ANGLER'S  HOME  IN  NORWAY. 
SANDENE,  NORDFYORD. 

When  you  know  of  a  good  thing,  there  are 
two  obvious  courses  open  to  you,  either  to  give 
your  friends  the  tip,  or  to  keep  it  to  yourself. 
Now,  the  kindness  of  a  brother  parson  last 
year  whispered  the  word  Sandene  in  my  ear.  I 
went,  I  saw,  I  was  conquered.  I  can't  go  my- 
seK  this  year,  but  I  know  from  experience  that 

:  the  towns  of  England  contain  many  men  with 
ovei-wTOught  brains  and  disordered  livers,  to  whom 
the  life  -  at  Sandene  would  be  an  inestimable 

^  boon.  And  !■  am  going  to  give  them  the  tip, 
and -leave  them  to  decide  how  they  will  use  it. 
We  must  consider  the  expense  first.  The  fare 
from  Hull  or  Newcastle  to  Sandene  [via  Bergen) 
is £7  return  first  class,  and,  of  course,. less  second 
class  :but  I  do  not  recommend  the  latter.  There 
it  will  cost  you  four  kroners  a  day,  or  about 
£1  10s.  a  week  to  live.  The  run  to  Bergen 
takes  forty  hours,  and  it  wiU  take  you  another 
day  among  the  fyords  to  reach  Sandene.  The 
voyage  will  do  you  as  much  good  as  the  stay  in 
Norway.  Thos.  Cook  and  Son  wUl  arrange  every- 
thing for  you. 


Then  as  to  the  life,  it  is  not  like  a  foreign 
country.  The  people  seem  genuinely  fond  of 
the  English,  and  welcome  their  presence.  Sandene 
is  out  of  the  beat  of  the  tripper,  and  the 
inhabitants  are  happily  spared  contact  with  the 
worst  type  of  Englishman.  They  are  simple 
unaffected,  good  people.  All  one  has  to  remem- 
ber is  to  put  no  "  side  "  on,  and  not  attempt  to 
tip  them.  But  don't  forget  to  shake  hands  with 
them  all,  and  treat  them  as  equals,  for  they 
are  the  purest  of  democrats. 

And,  above  aU,  I  commend  to  you  my  friend, 
Mr.  Ryg,  the  landlord  of  the  Hotel  Gloppen,  who 
does  not  know  the  word  "  trouble,"  and  whose 
ceaseless  care  is  the  comfort  of  his  guests, 
never  met  anyone  exactly  like  Mr.  Ryg,  but  I  hope 
some  day,  soon  to  shake  his  hand  again. 

The  hotel  is  built  of  wood,  as  clean  as  a  new 
pin,  and  delightfully  situated.  Pine  hills  rise  on 
every  side,  lined  with  waterfalls  ;  the  fyord  lies  at 
your  feet  and  the  \'illage  all  round  you.  The  air 
is  deliciously  balmy,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
add  that  the  climate  of  Norway  is  not  severe 
except  in  winter.  As  for  the  meals,  they  all  seem 
the  same  in  kind — porridge,  pancakes,  sardines, 
and  cheeses  predominating.  Breakfast  is  about 
9  a.m.,  dinner  at  2  p.m.,  and  supper  at  8  p.m. 
The  absence  of  night  tempts  everyone  to  sit  up 
late.  .  Englishmen  will  miss  their  vegetables, 
which  the  Norwegians  have  not  yet  learnt  the  art 
of  growing,  but  otherwise  the  simple  fare  is  most 
beneficial. 

The  language  is  no  trouble,  as  nearly  everyone 
speaks  some  English,  and  all  are  quick  at  inter 
preting  signs.  1  got  on  capitally  with  a  boatman 
for  a  week  who  did  not  understand  a  word  I  said 
Now  for  the  fishing.  Mr.  Ryg  rents  a  lake  of 
superlative  merit  on  the  hill  across  the  fyord. 
There  he  has  built  a  hut,  which  contains  three 
double-bedded  rooms  and  a  common  sitting  room 
The  cookery  is  arranged  for,  and  aU  you  have  to 
do  is  to  fish.  Only  fly  fishing  is  allowed,  and 
only  three  rods  at  the  same  time.  A  boatman 
costs  two  kroners  a  day  (2s.  3d.).  If  there  are 
more  than  three  fishermen  in  the  hotel  at  the 
same  time,  Mr.  Ryg  arranges  the  order  of  going 
up  ;  but  there  is  abundance  of  fishing  in  other 
lakes  all  round,  yet  none  quite  so  good  as 
Trodalsvand.  The  trout  run  up  to  about  31b.  in 
weight,  and  are  as  pink  as  a  salmon.  They  fight 
tremendously  hard,  and  are  magnificent  mating. 
The  best  time  for  fishing  is  at  night  from  8  to 
12  p.m.,  but  I  caught  some  good  baskets  in  the 
morning  about  the  same  hours.  All  depends  on 
the  weather.  On  a  stormy  day  a  big  fly  in  a 
sheltered  creek  is  very  deadly  ;  but  often  it  is  as 
smooth  as  glass,  and  you  will  want  some  fine 
tackle  and  some  small  flies.  However,  it  is  no 
use  giving  rules  for  lake  fishing  ;  all  I  say  is,  take 
plenty  of  tackle  and  flies  of  various  sizes.  I  found 
a  red-bodied  fly  very  deadly  and  a  white  moth 
late  at  night,  and  more  than  one  "big  'un"  came 
in  on  a  black  fly  with  a  brilliant  orange  body. 
An  lift,  rod  is  handiest,  but  I  personally  use  a 
13ft.  one.  It  gives  you  more  hold  over  the  fish, 
although  it  is  harder  work. 

But  I  must  not  weary  my  readers.  Let  me  add 
that  Sandene  is  more  than  a  mere  fishing  place. 
The  scenery  round  is  lovely ;  excursions  are 
cheap,  and  the  hotel  in  July  and  August  full  of 
nice  people.  A  fisherman  need  have  no  fear  of 
his  womenfolk  being  duU  if  he  takes  them  with 
him  ;  only  he  must  face  the  fact  that  they  wiU 
want  to  go  again,  and,  indeed,  why  should  they 
not,  for  the  Hotel  Gloppen  and  Mr.  Ryg  deserve 
to  be  more  widely  known  ? 

T.  B.  Chaklesworth. 


THE  FISH  CULTURIST  IN  SOUTH 
AFRICA. 


On  Nov.  10, 1894, 1  left  Southampton  on  board 
the  Union  Company's  mail  liner  JV'wniaH,  whose 
maiden  trip  it  was .  to  the  Cape,  and,  in  addition 
to  other  live  stock,  which  included  four  tanks  of 
live  perch,  carp,  and  tench,  I  had  two  cages 
containing  a  dozen  canaries  and  .  a  skylark, 
intended  for  friends  in  Africa,  where  imported 
birds  are  highly  valued.  The  canaries  were 
purchased  at  a  show  held  in  the  Westminster 
Aquarium,  but  the  lark  came  from  a  village  in 
the  midlands,  where  it  had  been  caged  for  three 
years,  so  that  the  successful  termination  to  its 
adventurous  voyage  is  all  the  more  wonderful. 


We  left  Southampton  on  Saturday,  at  o  p.m.,  and 
before  daylight  next  morning  the  two  strongly 
built  deckhouses  erected  by  the  company  for  the 
fish  tanks,  and  in  one  of  which  the  bird  cages 
swung  from  the  roof,  were  washed  overboard  with 
their  contents,  the  sole  survivor  being  the  lark,  for 
in  the  smash  up,  caused  by  our  shipping  a  heavy 
sea,  the  bird  managed  to  escape  from  its  cage  and 
was  caught  by  one  of  the  crew,  who,  after  he  had 
dried  its  feathers,  allowed  it  to  slip  from  his  hands, 
when  it  followed  us  until  we  sighted  the  rocky  islets 
off  Madeira  on  Thursday  morning.  Several  attempts 
were  made  to  re-capture  it,  for  it  roosted  amongst 
the  boats  upon  the  top  deck,  and  some  of  the 
passengers  set  wonderful  traps  for  it,  and  placed 
food  about  the  decks,  and  several  heavy  bets  were 
made  every  evening  as  to  whether  or  no  the  bird 
would  be  with  us  in  the  morning.     The  extra- 
ordinary part  of  its  performance — we  forgave  it 
for  having  "larks"  vrith  us — lay  in  its  powers  of 
flight,  for  it  was  on  the  wing  all  day,  first  on  one 
side  of  the  ship,  then  on  the  other,  but  often 
getting  almost  lost  in  the  distance  astera,  to  the 
temporary  grief  of  our  lady  passengers.  How- 
ever, we  were  all  of  us  quite  certain  that  the  bird 
went  ashore  on  sighting  the  land  within  a  few 
hours  of  our  arrivalin  FunchalBay ;  butlamafraid 
that  the  fish  were  not  so  successful  in  finding  a 
home  in  the  salt  waters  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and 
the  only  consolation  I  received  was  the  assurance 
from  my  feUow  passengers  that  I  had  at  any  rate 
increased  the  size  of  the  Atlantic  by  the  addition 
of  300  perch !    The  fish  had  been  very  kindly 
given  to  the  King  William's  Town  Acclimatisa- 
tion  Society  by  the  late  Marquis  of  Exeter, 
and  I  had,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Silk, 
his    lordship's    manager    at     Burghley  Park, 
superintended  their  capture  and  cartage  irom 
Stamford  across  London  to  Southampton,  and 
had  they  reached  Africa  safely,  it  was  the 
intention    of  the    society  to   distribute  them 
between  the  Buffalo  river  at  East  London  and 
Kiag  William's  Town,  the  Keish  Kama  (a  beauti- 
ful Scotch-like  stream   in  Kaffraria),  and;  the 
Amalinda   reservoir  at   Cambridge,   where,  no 
doubt,  they  would  have  done  well,  for  in  1895  and 
1896  I  liberated  some  30,000  brown  trout  year- 
lings and  fry  hatched  from  imported  ova  into  these 
waters,  where  they  appeared  to  do  well  up  to  the 
date  of  my  retiam  to  this  country,  and  I  have 
heard  since  that  a  few  pairs  have  been  seen  to  go 
through  the  operations  of  spawning  apparently 
with  complete   success.    I  feel  certain  that  I 
should  have  landed  them  alive  and  in  good  condi- 
tion (for  a  battered  and  bruised  fish  is  not  going 
to  live  long)  had  it  not  been  for  the  storm,  for 
the  highest  temperature  reached  by  the  water 
stored  on  board  for  their  use  in  two  600-gaLlon 
tanks  was  81°  Eahr.,  and  this  would  not  have  hurt 
or  distressed  the  carp  and  tench,  while  I  coald 
have  had  ice  for  cooling  the  water  used  for  the 
perch,  my  only  delicate  passengers.    The  tem- 
perature of  the  Bay  was  47°  Fahi-.  at  starting, 
rising  to  54°  Fahr.  at  the  lower  end.  Funchal 
Bay,  where  we  anchored,  I  found  to  be  63^  Fahr., 
increasing  as  we  neared  to  Line  to  71°  Fahr.,  at 
which  it  remained  steady  for  five  days,  after 
which  it  fell  to  62°  Fahr.  in  Table  Bay.  All 
permanent  streams  of  water  flowing  into  the  sea 
on  the  east  coast  of  the  colony  are  f  uU  of  eels,  and 
I  was  told  that  in  the  Keish  Kama  they  ran  up 
to  301b.  weight ;  but  the  heaviest  I  saw  weighed 
101b.,  and  was  exhibited  for  sale  in  the  market, 
held  at  daybreak  every  morning  in  King  WUliam's 
Town,  so  that  before  the  heat  and  dust  of  the  day 
we  may  buy  our  meat  and  fruit  and  vegetables, 
and,  as  almost  everyone  attends  dressed  for  the 
most  part  in  pyjamas,  I  was  assured  by  several 
individuals  that  the  fish  was  a  small  one  for  the 
Keish  Kama.    Another  very  common  fish,  and 
one  found  in  every  little  rill  or  mightv  river,  is 
the  gillyminkie,  a  fish  closely   resembling  our 
bleak  in  appearance  and  habits,  excepting  that  it 
does  not  disappear  dming  the  winter,  and,  no 
doubt,  it  is  destined  to  become  the  trout  food  and 
bait  of  the  future.    I  believe  that,  ^ith  the 
exception  of  the  Orange  river,  which  is  fuU  of 
large  barbel,  and  some  of  the  Natal  streams, 
which  are  tenanted  by  a  very  sporting  fish 
possessing  the  out  and  visible  signs  of  our  grey 
mullet,   but    with    the   happy  addition  of  an 
appetite  for  trout  flies  and  little  red  worms  on 
Stewart  tackle,   and  all  estuaries,  in  some  of 
which  the  angling   is  superb,  it  may  Ije  said 
that  South  African  inland  waters  contain  only 
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eels  and  gilljminkies  in  the  way  of  fish  life, 
and  of  the   two,   perhaps  the   latter  fish  is 
the    most   abundant,    for  I  never    failed  to 
find    them    even    in  the    most  minute  rill, 
whilst  they  are  even  more  tenacious  of  life 
than  the  eel,  for  I  had  a  few  in  a  large  glass 
carboy  in  the  hatchery,  from  which  the  trout  fry 
were  removed  to  the  rearing  pond  in  March,  and 
the  building  unvisited  till  August,  when  the  little 
fish  were  found  alive  and  well,  in  spite  of  there 
being  only  an  inch  or  so  of  greenish  water  over 
the  gravel  in  the  globe.    I  had  put  these  poor 
little  wretches  to  good  use,  and  hope  that  when 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  inquired  into  by 
the  "  Man  of  Sorrows,"  who  loved  fishermen,  I 
shall  be  forgiven  for  the  deception  I  found  it 
necessary  to  practice,  for  when  ova  is  hatching 
it  is  risky  work  to  uncover  the  troughs  to  exhibit 
and  explain  the  process  of  incubation  to  visitors, 
for,  tempted  by  the  coral-colom-ed  eggs  and  the 
meerschaum-like  foam  on  the  water,  caused  by 
the  albumen  of  the  hatching  eggs,  the  gentler  sex 
will  dip  its  fingers  into  the  baskets,  and  the  help- 
less little  alevins  are  imgallant  enough  to  object 
to  this  little  attention,  so  that  I  kept  about  fifty 
infantile  "  gillies  "   in  an  end  tray,  and  found 
them  answer  very  well  for  exhibition  purposes, 
and  until  such  time  as  it  was  safe  to  omit  cover- 
ing the  troughs.    During  the  hatching  season, 
February  and  March,  of  1896,  the  large  build- 
ing erected  to  hold  the  apparatus  was  placed 
on  the  edge  of  the  Perie  forests,  at  the  base  of  the 
Amatola  mountains,  in  Kaffraria,  and  the  coolest 
and  largest  spring  I  could  find  was  bricked  over 
and  conveyed  into  the  top  of  the  building  by  a 
2in.  iron  pipe,  to  supply  the  tanks  and  filters,  and 
in  an  unlucky  moment  I  had  some  half  planks 
near  the  eaves  left  out  so  as  to  .allow  of  perfect 
ventilation,  and  when  the  earliest  hatched  fry 
commenced  to  balance  themselves  in  the  water, 
and  to  show  a  desire  to  feed  by  darting  at  the 
tiny  particles  of  dust,  &c.,  as  they  fell  upon  the 
surface  of  the  trays  from  the  grass-thatched 
roof,  I  began  to  lose  a  great  many  of  the  most 
forward,  and  to  find  the  dried  corpses  of  others 
adhering  to  the  floor,  so  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
investigation,  I  moved  my  bed  from  my  kaffir  hut 
into  the  hatchery,  and  the  very  first  morning 
caiight  two  kingfishers  hard  at  work  carrying  oif 
the  fry,  while  a  third,  already  gorged,  sat  upon 
the  supply  pipe  calmly  looking  on.    For  a  time  I 
lay  in  bed  and  watched  their  proceedings,  for  the 
nearest  bird  was  on  a  tray  within  6ft.  of  my  hand, 
and  four  times  I  saw  him  catch  and  swallow  a 
trout ;  then  I  rose  suddenly  and  "  boffoled  "  them 
about  with  a  sheet  until  one  dropped  from 
exhaustion,  and  was  instantly  executed,  and  later 
in  the  day  I  had  the  slabs  replaced,  and  then 
commenced  to  make  a  collection  of  kingfishers, 
certainly  the  largest  family  of  birds  in  South 
Africa,,  and  as  plentifully  distributed  as  the  grey 
wagtail,  which,  strange  to  say,  I  found  every- 
where, even  in  places  far  removed  from  any 
moisture  outside  of  a  bottle ;  and  in  a  few  weeks 
my  collection  comprised  seven  varieties,  of  which 
the  most  common  appeared  to  be  our  own  British 
bird ;  then  comes  a  very  small  bright  blue  one, 
with  a  lovely  crest  and  scarlet  beak  and  legs ; 
next  is  a  stiu-dy  little  grey  bird ;  then  I  have  a 
large  blue,  with  the  colour  of  our  bird,  and  the 
size  of  a  harvest-field  dove ;  and  then  come  two 
with  grey  bodies  and  wings  barred  like  the  two 
varieties  of  teal ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  is  a  large 
grey  bird,  the  size  of  an  ordinary  pigeon,  and 
quite  capable  of  capturing  a  Alb.  fish ;  but  fortu- 
nately  this  variety  is  scarce,  and  I  only  caught 
one,  and  that  in  a  pole-trap  set  for  other  poachers 
in  a  tributary  of  the  Buffalo  river ;  and  as  this 
method  of  trapping  may  possibly  be  of  use  to 
some  of  your  subscribers  who  reside  in  "  furrin 
parts,"  here  are  the  necessary  directions .-  Drive  a 
pole  of  about  4in.  diameter  into  the  bed  of  the  river 
at  the  tail  end  of  some  quiet  pool,  so  that  the 
top  stands  out  of  the  water  about  6in.,  and 
lay  one  of  the  circular  steel  traps,  made  by  Lane, 
of  Wednesfield,  upon  the  top,  which  should  be 
counter-sunk  to  receive  it,  so  that  it  lies  flush, 
and  it  is  a  good  plan  where  the  birds  are  shy  to 
paint  the  pole  and  trap  mud  colour.    The  latter 
should  be  fitted  with  a  good  chain  and  swivel, 
and  be  stapled  to  the  pole  below  water,  so  that 
every  prisoner  quietly  drowns.    In  one  part  of 
the  colony  I  kept  several  of  these  quiet  keepers  at 
work  for  nearly  a  year,  and  caught  aU  sorts  of 
queer  creatures  in  them  besides  kingfishers,  for 


the  list  contains  innumerable  pigeons,  rats,  the 
great  forest  mole,  and  several  black  muishouds,  a 
cat-like  animal  that  lives  on  the  freshwater  crabs, 
found  in  such  profusion  in  every  damp  spot  in 
the  countiy,  and  I  fear  that  this  beast — which  I 
have  failed  to  find  in  any  museum  at  home — will 
become  the  chief  enemy  of  the  trout  when  they 
are  of  a  size  worth  attention.    On  my  return  to 
the  Cape  in  1896,  I  took  back  with  me  one  of 
Clifford's  largest  sized  eel  traps,  and,  notwith- 
standing that  I  had  to  shoot  monkeys  for  bait,  it 
was  generally  to  be  found  set  in  the  stream 
within  a  few  yards  of  my  kraal,  and  although 
the    entrance    holes   were    Sin.    in  diameter, 
I    know    that    eels    too  large  to  enter  were 
in  the  habit  of  trying  to  do  so.    The  freshwater 
crabs    were    a    fearful  nuisance,  and  it  was 
surprising  to  see  the  size  of  some  of  them  able  to 
get  in  ;  likewise  the  "  poddahs " — Dutch  for  a 
most  repulsive  and  evil- smelling  frog,  the  size  of 
an  ordinary  saucer — for  they  managed  to  squeeze 
in  occasionally,  and  when  they  did  so  woe  betide 
the  gillyminkies,  for  crowds  of  these  little  fish 
used  to  get  into  this  trap,  which,  when  on  land, 
caught  rats,  veldt  mice,  frogs,  crabs,  and  several 
grass  snakes,  that  had  entered  in  pui'suit  of  the 
mice — pretty  little  beasties,  a  little  larger  than 
our  house  mouse,  with  a  light  grey  body,  very 
distinctly  marked  with  rich  brown  stripes.  They 
become  very  domesticated,  and  seem,  like  some  of 
us,  to  have  been  born  cold,  for  it  is  most  amusing 
to  watch  them  pushing  each  other  off  the  vine 
stems  and  creepers  in  their  endeavours  to  get  first 
place  in  the  rising  sun,  as  its  beams  descend  the 
sides  of  the  house.    Since  my  sojourn  in  the  wilds 
of  the  Cape,  Indian  snake  charmers  have  quite 
lost  their  charms  for  me,  for  I  know  now  that  the 
reptiles  are  kept  in  a  state  of  semi-starvation,  and 
have  learned  to  come  to  the  music  because  they 
associate  the  sounds  with  food.  In  1894  I  was  sent 
to  the  Dutch  town  of  Stellenbosch,  forty  miles 
from  Capetown,  to  superintend  the  construction  of 
four  dams,  intended  for  the  reception  of  the  trout 
hatched  in  Newlands  in  1892  and  1893;  and  as  our 
African  winter  had  set  in,  and  rain  was  due,  I 
took  up  my  quarters  in  a  large  unfinished  house, 
situated  in  a  lonely  glen  half  a  mile  from  the 
compound,  in  which  the  working  party  of  twenty- 
five  kaffir  convicts  were  located,  in  preference  to 
life  in  a  bell  tent.     The  room  selected  for  use 
opened  into  the  kitchen,  and  from  the  back  door 
one  stepped  at  once  into  the  beginning  of  miles  of 
Scotch  heather  and  the  beautiful  Cape  heather  to 
be  seen  at  Kew;  and  on  Saturday  afternoons, 
when  the  men  were  not  compelled  to  work,  I 
generally  marched  up  a  dozen  of  them,  each  man 
carrying  a  load  of  firewood,  collected  in  the  belt 
of  trees  which  fringed  the  river  Eerste,  in  the 
valley  below,  so  tliat,  with  the  exception  of  a 
narrow  right  of  way  to  the  door,  I  soon  had  the 
kitchen  piled  ceiling  high  with  sticks,  and  one 
afternoon,  on  entering  rather  suddenly,  I  was 
startled  to  see  the  tail  of  a  large  snake  glide  under 
the  faggots,  and  as  the  bedroom  door  required 
propping  up  at.  night  I  went  down  to  the  camp, 
only  to  find  that  the  wood  could  not  be  moved 
until  the  morning,  for  the  men  were  away  bathing 
and  washing  their  clothes,  under  the  charge  of 
the  head  constable.    Then  the  thought  of  snake 
charmers  occurred  to  me,  and  I  walked  off 
to  a  hut  up  in  the  heather,  where  there  lived  a 
kaffir  herd  employed  by  the  Dutch  farmer  of  the 
place,  and  as  I  had  seen  the  man  pass  by  on 
Sundays  playing  a  concertina,  I  intended  trying 
an  experiment,  and  after  promising  him  unlimited 
"  yacooba "  (tobacco),  I  got  him  down  to  the 
kitchen,  and,  squatting  him  on  the  floor,  started 
him  playing  the  only  tune  he  knew,  and  which 
sounded  like  "  God  Save  the  Queen,"  whilst  I 
stood  handy  with  a  sjambok,  but  after  listening 
to  the  noise  until  it  became  unbearable,  and  as  no 
cobra  or    puff    adder    came    to    glide  about 
Poopellelocos,  I  dismissed  him,  and  proceeded  to 
try  another  plan.    Snakes  are  very  fond  of  milk, 
and  instances  of  cows,  mares,  and  Angora  goats 
being  bitten  are  common,  and  as  the  mai-ks  of  the 
reptile's  fangs  are  almost  always  found  on  the  udder 
or  inside  of  the  thigh,  no  doubt  they  hunt  the 
animal,  who,  in  starting  up,  treads  on  the  robber, 
and  is  instantly  bitten ;  so  I  poured  some  milk 
into  a  saucer,  and  after  stirring  in  a  saltspoonful 
of  powdered  strychnine,  I  placed  it  on  the  floor 
close  to  the  sticks  and  retired  to  bed,  after 
carefully  closing  all  entrances  to  the  room,  and  in 
the  morning  Thompson  anived  with  the  boys, 


when  we  found  the  saucer  shifted  a  little  and  a 
few  drops  of  milk  spilled  upon  the  floor,  and  ou. 
clearing  out  half  of  the  wood  we  found  mine 
enemy,  a  yellow  cobra  4ft.  8in.  long,  lying  dead 
and  limp. 

I  have  also  other  evidence  that  snake  charmers 
are  a  "  fraud,"  for  I  interested  some  boys  in  the 
experiment,  and  they  caught  thi-ee  mole  snakes, 
to  which  they  were  continually  playing  "The 
last  rose  of  summer  "  and  "  Annie  Laurie,"  with- 
out its  having  the  slightest  visible  effect,  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  have  seen  a  tame  mole  snake 
come  at  a  whistle  to  be  fed.  My  knowledge  of 
snakes  is  rather  extensive,  for  we  must  have  killed 
some  scores  when  removing  an  old  loose  stone 
wall  which  stood  in  our  way,  and  it  was  whilst 
engaged  at  this  work  that  I  was  witness  to  the 
deadliness  of  the  juice  in  the  stem  of  an  old  briar 
pipe,  so  far  as  snake  life  is  in  question,  for  it 
was  my  custom  to  carry  a  small  forked  stick 
while  the  boys  were  removing  the  lower  tier  of 
stones,  and  when  an  unusually  lively  specimen 
was  disturbed,  instead  of  the  usual  decapitation 
with  a  spade  I  pinned  its  neck  to  the  ground  and 
called  to  a  boy  to  hold  the  stick  until  I  inserted 
a  "bent"  into  the  stem  of  my  pipe;  or,  if  that 
had  been  recently  used  for  a  like  purpose,  I 
borrowed  one,  and  then  drew  it  gently  across  the 
inside  of  the  reptile's  livid  jaws,  after  which  the 
stick  was  withdrawn,  and  we  stood  clear.  The 
effect  of  the  poison  is  nearly  instantaneous,  for, 
after  proceeding  for  two  or  three  paces,  the  victim 
begins  to  tie  eel-like  knots  in  his  body,  and  goes 
through  evidently  painful  contortions  for  a  few 
seconds,  after  which  they  seem  to  untwist  and 
turn  over  on  their  backs  quite  limp  and  dead,  and 
the  kaffirs  therefore  ai-gue  that  tobacco  juice  (I 
believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  it  is  not  nicotine) 
from  an  old  pipe  is  a  cure  for  snake  bite,  but  I 
never  knew  it  to  be  used.  E.  Latoue. 


A  GLIMPSE  AT  THE  FISHING  IN 
BEITISH  COLUMBIA. 
{Continued  from  page  368.) 

Several  good  days  have  I  had  on  the  rapids 
of  Harrison  River,  and  I  found  the  Silver  Doctor 
the  most  killing  fly,  chiefly  owing  to  its  resem- 
blance to  the  small  silvery  fry  with  which  the 
river  swarms,  and  which  the  trout  feed  on  vora- 
ciously. A  small  Silver  Devon  would  prove  very 
deadly  there ;  but  at  the  best  of  times^  it  is  clumsy 
work,  and  not  in  the  same  street  with'  fly  fishing. 

The  ordinary  trout  flies  are  not  much  use,  with 
the  exception  of  the  March  Brown,  or  Black 
Palmer  with  silver  twist  in  the  body,  but  these 
should  not  be  smaller  than  No.  4  Limerick. 

Small  flies  are  no  earthly  use  in  British 
Columbia,  unless  you  are  fishing  for  small  brook 
trout,  as  decent  sized  fish  won't  look  at  them ; 
and  I  would  wager  to  make  a  better  bag  with  the 
Jock  Scott  or  Silver  Doctor — the  latter  for  choice 
— than  with  all  the  catalogue  of  "  recommended  " 
flies  put  together,  and  this  applies  to  any  of  the 
British  Columbia  rivers. 

And  while  on  the  subject  of  flies,  my  humble 
advice  to  any  angler  who  may  ever  find  himself 
in  British  Columbia,  is  by  all  means  to  take  out 
his  flies  and  tackle  generally  with  him,  thus 
saving  half  the  cost  of  that  purchased  out  there, 
besides  which  the  latter  is  usually  of  second 
quality,  and  therefore  unreliable. 

All  the  flies  really  required  in  British  Columbia 
can  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one's  right  hand, 
but  if  you  listen  to  the  local  tackle  dealers,  who 
themselves,  for  the  most  part,  have  never  swung 
a  fly  rod  in  their  lives,  and  are,  therefore,  un-  ■ 
practical  authorities,  they  will  recommend  enough 
different  varieties  to  fiU  a  large  fly  book.  Scotch  • 
sea  trout  flies  do  very  well,  but  those  with  plenty 
of  silver  twist  are  to  be  preferred.  Let  us  return 
to  the  fishing.  About  two  miles  ixp  stream  from 
the  Chehalis  is  an  arm  of  the  river  known  as 
Morris  Lake,  and  here  there  is  generally  plenty 
of  fish,  but  they  run  smaller,  being  about  Alb.  to- 
fib.  in  size  ;  and  again,  they  do  not  fight  like  those 
in  the  swift  waters  of  the  Chehalis  or  rapids 
below. 

Morris  Lake  has  scarcely  any  cuiTcnt,  being  fed 
from  the  head,  about  half  a  mile  up,  by  a  couple 
of  small  streams,  which  form  the  so-called  "  lake," 
but  which  merely  is  an  arm  of  the  river  about 
100yds.  wide,  and  the  length  as  given.<above.   Up.  ■ 
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at  the  mouths  of  the  two  streams  are  the  places 
to  fish,  and  many  a  good  time  has  the  writer  had 
within  its  confines,  when  it  has  been  blowing  too 
hard  to  fish  the  open  water  of  the  river,  or  rapids 
thereof  below.  If  Morris  Lake  is  to  be  fished 
with  success,  it  is  a  sine  qua  non  that  there  should 
be  a  breeze  there,  as  it  is  shut  in  somewhat  from 
the  open  reaches  of  the  river  proper,  and  the 
current  is  too  slow  to  cause  a  ripple.  I  have 
paddled  up  there  ere  now  and  found  there  was 
not  a  breath  of  wind  on  the  water,  which  was  like 
glass,  and  try  as  I  might,  I  could  not  rise  a  fish. 
This  occurred  on  my  first  trip  there,  and  although 
my  Indian  guide  said  it  was  "  heap  good  place  to 
fish,"  yet  I  had  doubts  of  his  veracity  as  to  there 
being  any  fish  there  at  all.  On  this  occasion, 
being  a  hot  day,  we  went  ashore  to  a  cool  spring 
ia  the  shade,  and  there  I  had  lunch  and  a  pipe, 
ruminating  the  while  on  the  perversity  and 
fastidiousness  of  the  finny  tribe  generally. 
Presently  the  gentle  zephyrs  began  to  make  here 
and  there  tiny  ripples  on  the  surface,  and  soon  a 
cool  breeze  came  up  the  arm  from  the  west, 
completely  altering  the  complexion  of  things. 
We  were  soon  afloat  again,  and  my  Indian 
paddling  me  slowly  along  the  edge  of  the  channel. 
The  trout  began  to  rise  aU  over  the  place,  and  we 
soon  had  the  bottom  of  the  canoe  covered  with 
the  silvery  beauties.  As  to  the  Chehalis  itself,  it 
is  noted  for  the  steelhead  to  be  found  there  in 
the  early  spring,  besides  the  good  trout  that 
frequent  its  reaches. 

These  steelhead  are  magnificent  fish,  and  in 
general  appearance  and  the  sport  they  afford, 
they  resemble  very  closely  our  own  English 
salmon.  What  this  fish  i-eally  is  is  a  much  dis- 
cussed question.  Some  authorities  give  it  as 
their  opinion  that  they  are  a  distinct  species  of 
salmon  ;  others,  again,  and  chief  among  them 
the  late  Frank  Buckland,  said  that  the  steelhead 
of  British  Columbia  is  the  older  state  of  the  sea 
trout,  and  I  think  the  latter  conclusion  probably 
is  the  more  correct  of  the  two.  Anyhow,  the 
steelhead  is  the  only  fish  among  the  five  or  six 
different  varieties  of  salmon  (of  which  I  shall 
speak  later)  that  take  the  artificial  bait  or  fly  in 
the  fresh  water  of  the  province.  I  have  seen  it 
lately  somewhere  or  other  in  print,  that  the  steel- 
head is  simply  an  enlarged  rainbow  trout ;  but  to 
anyone  who  has  seen  the  two  fish  side  by  side, 
this  supposition  is  simply  absurd,  as  the  general 
shape  of  the  two  fish  could  not  be  more  unlike. 
The  former  has  the  pointed  nose  of  the  English 
salmon,  while  the  latter,  as  we  aU  know,  has  a 
short,  thick  head.  Place  a  rainbow  of  101b.  or 
121b.  alongside  a  steelhead  of  the  same  weight, 
and  the  difference  in  their  general  appearance  is 
most  striking,  the  former  showing  all  its  charac- 
teristics even  in  this  large  size,  chief  among  them 
the  pink  band  up  its  sides  from  tail  to  giU.  Not 
so  the  steelhead. 

If  I  could  show  my  readers  a  fish  of  the  latter 
ilk,  I  think  they  would  agree  with  me  that  it  is 
very  like  an  English  salmon  to  look  a.\;  but  it 
ends  here,  as  the  edible  qualities  of  the  British 
Columbian  fish  cannot  take  rank  with  those  of 
the  Britisher.  Before  saying  good-bye  to  Harri- 
son, I  must  mention  the  Harrison  Hot  Springs, 
which  are  at  the  head  of  the  river  at  Harrison 
Lake,  about  ten  miles  upstream.  Here  there  is  a 
nice  hotel ;  and  as  an  ideal  spot  for  a  non-fisher- 
man to  spend  a  week-end  holiday  at,  I  know  no 
better  or  more  soothing  retreat  for  a  tired  brain, 
not  to  mention  the  great  benefit  and  supposed 
cm-es  for  all  ills  to  be  derived  from  the  baths 
themselves.  "  The  Springs  "  are  getting  much  in 
request,  and  are  patronised  by  the  American 
tourists  as  well  as  Britishers.  As  every  Garden 
of  Eden  in  this  world  of  ours  has  its  quota  of  evil 
and  discomfort  in  some  form  or  other,  so  has 
Harrison  in  the  shape  of  mosquitoes.  These 
bother  one  a  bit  during  June  or  July,  but  after 
that  they  disappear,  and  this  applies  to  the 
fishing  generally.  Talking  of  mosquitoes,  I  have 
found  by  experiment  that  the  following  lotion,  if 
applied  every  half  hour  or  so  to  the  face,  neck, 
hands,  &c.,  will  keep  the  happy  owner  quite  free 
from  these  worrying  pests.  The  recipe  is: 
Three  parts  pennyroyal,  two  parts  oil  of  tar,  one 
part  camphor. 

A  small  bottle  with  large  neck,  so  that  one's 
finger  can  get  in,  is  all  that  is  required.  I  have 
given  this  recipe  to  many  an  angler  I  have  met  in 
British  Columbia,  and  they  have  blessed  me  for 
it.    The  lotion  is  not  at  aU  disagreeable  smelling 


stuff,  except  to  the  "  skeeters;  "  at  any  rate,  they 
don't  seem  to  like  it. 

I  don't  wish  to  infer  that  British  Columbia  is 
a  mosquito-ridden  country  in  the  summer  by  any 
means,  but  if  there  are  any  of  these  gentlemen 
about  they  generally  haunt  low-lying  lands  and 
marshy  country,  so  that  an  angler  is  almost  bound 
to  meet  them. "  Some  seasons  they  are  worse  than  at 
others.  1896  was,  owing  to  the  drought,  a  bad  year 
for  mosquitoes,  but  last  year  was  just  the  opposite. 
In  the  former  year,  one  evening  1  was  fishing  a 
stream,  and  the  mosquitoes  were  swarming  all 
round  me,  but  I  had  anointed  my  visage  with  the 
oil,  and  they  did  not  bother  me  at  all.  On 
passing  downstream  I  came  to  a  pool,  which  I 
waded  into  and  began  to  fish.  There  was  a  farm- 
house on  the  banks,  and  I  noticed  the  owner 
with  his  assistants  in  the  dairy,  looking  out  at  me 
through  the  closed  windows,  and  wondering  how 
I  could  face  the  music  as  I  did,  as  the  "  skeeters  " 
had  driven  them  indoors.  The  trout  were  rising 
well,  and  ever  and  anon  my  rod  would  be  bent  to 
a  good  angle  by  those  fish,  and  I  fished  on  quite 
unconcernedly  until  too  dark  to  see,  and  then 
went  into  the  house  to  get  a  glass  of  fresh  milk 
on  my  way  home. 

He  told  me  that  the  mosquitoes  had  been  so 
bad  during  the  last  week  in  the  marshes  that  his 
men  could  not  carry  the  hay,  and  he  was  afraid 
the  rain  would  come  and  spoil  his  crop  before 
they  could  get  it  in.  I  showed  my  bottle  of  oil, 
and  told  him  to  let  his  men  have  it  on  trial  on  the 
morrow,  which  he  did  ;  and  on  my  next  meeting 
him,  about  a  month  afterwards,  he  told  me  they 
got  in  the  whole  of  the  hay  in  the  next  two  days, 
but  that  they  never  could  have  tackled  it  but  for 
"  the  medicine," 

Let  lis  now  have  a  look  at  the  Stave  river, 
which  is  down  the  line  towards  Vancouver,  from 
which  it  is  distant  aboiit  thirty  miles,  the  railway 
crossing  it  about  thi'ee  miles  above  Wharnock 
Station. 

I  think  this  is  my  favourite  fishing  ground ; 
certain  it  is  my  largest  fish  have  been  killed 
within  its  pools,  and  many  a  tight  line  have  I  had 
there.  The  Stave  is  not  one-third  as  large  as  the 
Harrison,  so  that  it  can  be  fished  from  the  bank, 
but  such  pools  and  such  pretty  water,  aided  by 
magnificent  background  of  mountainous  rocky 
cliffs,  all  fir  and  cedai-  clad,  are  not  to  be  met  with 
anywhere  else  but  in  British  Columbia.  Here  we 
find  beautifial  ferns,  such  as  the  maidenhair  in 
its  natural  state  (high  up),  growing  in  the  clefts 
of  the  rocky  cliffs  overhanging  the  deep  pools  of 
the  surging  river. 

I  regret  very  much  now  I  had  not  a  Kodak 
with  me  during  those  fishing  trips ;  but  when  I 
return  to  the  country  I  intend  to  take  out  a  good 
one,  and  I  will  send  a  few  snapshots  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  for  the  benefit  of  its  readers. 
The  first  canyon  is  about  a  mile  above  the 
railway  bridge,  and  just  below  the  former  is  a 
magnificent  pool,  about  100yds.  square,  or  rather, 
I  should  say,  oval  shaped,  and  in  depth  any- 
where, from  5ft.  to  20ft. 

I  spent  a  morning  here  last  summer,  and, 
wading  round  the  foot  of  the  pool,  which  shallows 
to  1ft.  in  depth,  I  got  some  beautiful  fish  casting 
up  into  the  pool  in  front  of  me.  The  waters  of 
Stave  have  a  peculiar  bluish  tinge,  caused,  I 
presume,  by  the  blue  lias  clay  in  the  bed  of  the 
river ;  any  way,  the  water  never  gets  too  cleai-,  as 
is  the  case  in  some  rivers,  and  consequently  the 
fish  don't  see  you  so  plainly.  The  pool  tails  off 
in  two  channels  round  a  small  island,  forming  on 
each  side  a  fine  long,  rushing  pool ;  and  here,  in 
the  one  on  the  west  bank,  that  same  morning  I 
got  some  more  fine  feUows  with  the  Silver  Doctor, 
and  they  all  fought  like  tigers,  and  took  some 
killing,  being,  on  an  average,  2lb.  a  fish,  and  all 
sea  trout.  Following  the  logging  road  up  the 
river,  after  passing  the  canyon  is  some  more  good 
water ;  but  space  forbids  my  attempting  to  do 
justice  to  the  majestic  scenery  all  round.  The 
river  is  easy  to  get  at  all  the  way  up,  as  the  road 
made  by  the  lumbermen  is  close  to  the  water. 

About  two  miles  above  the  canyon  is,  to  my 
mind,  the  best  pool  in  the  whole  river,  and  it  is 
easily  distinguishable,  as  on  the  opposite  high 
bank  are  two  logging- shoots  50ft.  lugh,  running 
down  to  the  water  from  the  crest  of  the  gorge, 
through  which  the  river  here  passes.  Scrambling 
down  the  steep  bank  to  the  edge  of  the  great, 
deep  pool,  at  the  only  available  place  I  could  find 
in  that  labyrinth  of  spruce  and  cedar — ^f or  it  is 


all  heavily  wooded  forest  in  this  district — near 
where  the  river  tails  off  into  rapids,  one  day  last 
August,  I  had  some  grand  sport  among  the  rain- 
bow trout,  killing  in  this  pool  some  of  the  best 
fish,  both  in  weight  and  condition,  I  ever  saw 
during  my  stay  in  the  country, 
A  logger  I  had  previously  met  in  that  section 

told  me  there  were  some  "  d         big  trout  in 

there,"  pointing  down  to  the  blue  surging  waters 
of  the  deep  pool  50ft.  below,  and  he  did  not  belie 
his  words. 

The  pool  was  a  very  awkward  one  to  fish  from 
where  I  was,  there  being  the  precipitous  bank 
behind  me  with  overhanging  trees,  both  up  and 
down  stream,  so  that  I  had  barely  room  to  cast. 
By  piiUing  down  a  tall  young  maple  tliat  bothered 
me  at  the  outset  on  the  left,  I  somewhat  improved 
my  casting  space.  I  soon  saw  a  good  fish  rising 
just  in  fi'ont  of  the  top  of  a  granite  boulder, 
which  showed  itself  out  of  the  water  about  50ft. 
out  in  the  pool  towards  the  tail,  and  where  the 
water  began  to  quicken  towards  the  rapids  below 
on  the  right.  I  knew  from  experience  that  the 
best  fish  generally  lay  in  such  places,  and  the 
question  was,  how  was  I  to  get  my  flies  out  there, 
as  I  knew  it  was  five  to  one  that  I  should  get  hung 
up  if  I  attempted  to  throw  a  long  line  My  cast 
consisted  of  a  Silver  Doctor,  No.  3,  as  tail  fly,  and 
a  Jock  Scott,  same  size,  as  dropper.  After  getting 
hung  up  several  times  in  fruitless  attempts  to 
i-each  this  fish,  I  thought  I  would  content  myself 
with  fishing  neai-er  home,  and  so  cast  as  long  a  line 
as  I  dared  across  the  current,  and  as  my  flies  swung 
round  with  the  stream  towards  the  shore  below, 
I  saw  a  big  swii-1,  and  the  sudden  tightening  of 
the  line  soon  told  me  I  was  into  a  fish.  It  was 
not  many  seconds  before  I  was  convinced  I  had  a 
cracker  to  deal  with.  That  fish  pulled  like  a  bull- 
dog, not  in  long  rushes,  but  in  short,  savage  jerks, 
backing  downstream,  yard  by  yard,  in  the  most 
deliberate  manner,  and  despite  my  efforts  to  stop 
him.  I  did  not  like  the  way  the  fish  was  conduct- 
ing the  campaign,  as  I  was  afraid,  by  his  jerking 
tactics,  he  would  break  his  hold  if  he  was  not 
well  hooked. 

On  he  went  downstream,  and  before  many 
minutes  he  had  thirty  yards  of  line  out.  Of 
course  by  this  time  he  was  well  down  into  the 
swift  water  of  the  rapids,  and  he  seemed  to  know 
that  the  first  Jjonours  were  his.  "  Mine  was.a  14ft. 
double-handed  greenheart  fly  rod,  and  if  the  rod 
had  been  another  foot  shorter  I  should  never  have 
cleared  the  biishes.'  I  kept  as  tight  a  line  on  him 
as  I  dared,  but  it  was  some  time  before  he  would 
allow  me  to  reel  in,  as  the  more  I  gave  him  the 
butt  the  more  line  he  would  insist  on  having. '  As 
the  cliff  rose  sheer  almost  out  of  the  water,  I 
could  not  move  downstream  another  foot,'  aiid 
so  I  had  to  fight  it  out  where  I  stood.  At 
last  he  began  to  come  upstream,  and  when 
almost  opposite  me  up  he  came  out  of  the  water, 
and  what  a  fish  he  was !  Over  51b.,  thought  I. 
After  a  game  battle  I  got  him  into  the  landing 
net,  and  he  proved  to  be  a  fresh  run  sea  trout  of 
61b.  9oz.,  and  like  a  bar  of  silver — the  largest  fish 
of  that  variety  I  ever  captm-ed.  After  re-lighting 
my  pipe  I  commenced  operations  again,  and  1 
looked  over  towards  the  boulder  to  see  if  I  could 
discover  Mr.  Trout  No.  1 ;  but,  no,  he  was  not 
rising,  perhaps  the  other  fish  had  disturbed  him. 
At  any  rate,  after  looking  at  those  confounded 
bushes  behind  me  up  the  bank,  I  determined  to 
have  another  shot  at  him.  I  tried  all  sorts  of 
casts,  but  hung  up  was  I  beautifully  each  time. 
At  last  by  a  sort  of  mongi-el  Spey  cast — more  by 
good  luck  than  anything  else — I  managed  to  get 
the  line  well  out,  and,  sure  enough,  up  he  came, 
and  I  was  into  him  in  an  instant.  After  a 
desperate  struggle,  in  which  Mr.  Rainbow  tried 
hai'd  to  go  downstream  on  the  further  side  of 
the  boulder,  but  which  I  managed  to  stop  at  the 
risk  of  a  smash  in  my  tackle,  he  began  to  work 
upstream,  boi-ing  down  into  the  depths  of  the 
pool.  It  was  no  use,  he  would  not  be  hurried, 
moving  about  in  a  slow,  casual  manner. 

After  a  time  he  did  not  seem  to  be  going  so 
strong,  and  I  had,  as  I  thought,  got  him  within 
almost  measurable  distance  of  my  net,  when  off  he 
started  suddenly,  as  if  with  a  new  lease  of  life, 
back  to  the  depths  of  the  pool,  and  although  I 
gave  him  the  butt  I  could  not  stop  him,  or 
rather,  I  should  say  theyh,  for  sure  enough  I  had 
hooked  a  second  fish  on  the  same  cast.  When  I 
discovered  this  I  knew  I  was  in  for  it,  and  should 
probably  lose  my  fish,  cast,  flies,  and  all,  and  the 


latter  I  could  not  aiford,  as  I  was  short  of  tackle 
owing  to  those  bushes,  my  last  Silver  Doctor 
being  on  the  cast.  I  had  often  done  the  same 
thing  before,  but  with  smaller  fish,  and  by  dint  of 
using  good  stout  gut  and  gentle  treatment  I  had 
never  had  a  break. 

Well,  to  cut  a  long  story  short,  those  two  fish 
kept  me  going  for  nearly  an  hour ;  for  as  sure  as 
I  would  reel  them  in,  back  they  would  go  to  the 
bottom  of  the  great  pool,  as  the  current  and 
eddies  were  all  in  their  favour.    Of  course,  I  had 
no  hold  on  the  end  fish,  as  he  could  slacken  up  on 
the  line  whenever  he  chose.    I  knew  the  dropper 
fish  was  a  good  one,  as  I  could  see  him  now  and 
again,  but  whenever  we  got  to  close  quarters  away 
would  go  the  end  fish  with  a  rush,  pulling  the 
other    fish  with  him.     I  found  my  greatest 
difficulty  was  to  get  at  the  end  fish,  for  of  course 
I  had  to  get  him  into  the  net  first,  as  if  I  had 
tned  to  land  the  dropper  fish  first  the  other 
would  probably  have  broken  away  at  once,  owing 
to  the  dead  strain  on  the  cast,  especially  if  he 
gave  any  jerks.    Time  and  time  again  I  tried,  but 
there  was  lots  of  life  in  the  end  fish.    At  last  I 
got  a  chance,  and  netted  the  latter  first,  and  then 
the  other.    They  were  two  beautiful  rainbows 
The  dropper  fish  just  51b.,  and  the  other  51b.  7oz.* 

After  that  experience  I  detached  the  second  fly, 
and  thanked  my  stars  I  did  so  well.    I  have  often 
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The  Exe  and  Barle— "The  land  of  Lorna 
iJoone  —have  so  often  been  descanted  on  in 
these  columns  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  say 
anythmg  more  in  their  favour.  The  view  here 
presented  is  the  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel,  nestled 
m  a  lovely  valley,  with  the  river  in  close 
proximity.  The  trout  do  not  run  into  pounds, 
but  they  are  sharp  little  fighters,  and  give  good 
sport.  There  are  other  hotels  in  Dulverton— the 
"  Red  Lion  "  and  the  "  Lamb,"  each  of  which  put 
the  angler  up  properly,  and  the  surroundings  of 
each  are  equal  to  that  in  the  illustration  here 
presented. 

THE  GRILSE. 


The  adolescent  salar  have  at  last  put  in  an 
appearance  on  the  east  coast.  On  Thursday,  the 
12th  inst.,  the  first  of  season's  crop  of  young 
salmon  was  got  in  the  nets  of  the  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Board  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee,  and  on 
Saturday  the  first  one  to  fall  to  the  rod  was  got 
on  the  Upper  Blackball  water,  some  twenty  odd 
miles  from  the  sea  as  the  crow  flies. 

From  the  weight  and  times  of  capture  of  the 


Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel,  Di'lverton. 


when  playing  a  fish  seen  three  or  four  others 
foUowmg  it  about,  and  if  there  were  two  flies  on 
the  cast  you  would  stand  a  good  chance  of 
hooking  a  second  fish.  It  is  all  very  well  for 
bigger  fish"""  decidedly  dangerous  with 

i^'f  A"^  ^  P^Pe.  I  got  three  more 

beautiful  fish  aU  about  the  same  size  (a  few  ounces 
Zt  Sil'^'f"^  that  pool,  and  if  I  could  have 
got  at  the  top  part  I  have  no  doubt  I  could  have 
more  than  doubled  my  bag.  But  what  with  those 
bushes  overhead,  and  the  continual  getting  hun- 
up,  I  had  a  trying  time  of  it,  and  much  vexatioS 
ot  spirit  when  I  left  that  pool  for  camp.  I  had 
SIX  rainbows  all  over  51b.,  and  the  big  sea  trout 
taken  together  with  those  I  had  caught  in  the 

T'^?^'  "^f^^,  ^^g-  Tl^^t  4  best  day 
on  the  grand  old  Stave  last  year.  ^ 

,m  T       Silver  Doctor,  Jr. 
(10  be  continued.) 


A  Northern  soldier  and  his  charming 
daughter  step  into  the  troublous  times  of  th?old 

serial     Red  Rock,   in  the  June  Scribner's.  Mr 

loSKlik^       ""^"^  '"-^^^ 


two  first  specimens— the  pioneers  of  the  comino- 
migration— they  are  most  likely  specimens  of 
the  same  shoal,  and  as  a  good  few  have  been  got 
every  day  since,  the  prospects  of  a  fairly  good 
run  are  most  encouraging.  Old  fishermen  always 
put  faith  m  a  bit  of  fresh  water  for  bringincr 
away  a  strong  head  of  grilse,  and  the  recent  floodl 
have,  no  doubt,  been  very  helpful  in  this  rest  ecfc. 

ihe  grilse  is  a  bit  of  an  enigma  at  the  best— to 
the  unscientific  mind  particularly  so  The 
smolt  of  2oz.  and  3oz.  migrates  to  the  sea  in 
Pi'  ofJJd  returning  in  June  grilse  of  2Ib 
and  2Alb.  The  longer  they  tarry  in  the  briny 
the  heavier  they  are,  and  so  in  August  grilse  of 
41b.,  51b.,  and  bib.  take  the  place  of  the  lighter 
weights  obtained  during  the  earlier  months  In 
some  late  districts  weights  much  heavier  than 
these  are  regularly  recognised  as  grilse,  so  that  in 
the  Teith  (a  tributary  of  the  Forth),  as  well  as  in 
some  other  districts,  grilse  of  81b.,  91b.,  and  KUb 
are  looked  for  during  the  back-end  season 
Q1U      i".*,'®  silvery  beauty  of  21b.  and 

dlb.  which  claims  the  best  attentions  of  the 
summer  salmon  angler,  and  which  constitute  the 
better  part  of  the  summer  baskets  got  on  clear 
reduced  waters.  ' 

^°^'''°d  greater  alacrity 

than  either  the  spring  or  autumn  fish.  When 


once  on  the  coast  the  first  favouring  rise  of  a  few 
inches  of  fresh  water  and  away  they  come  at  a 
rattling  speed,  clearing  the  shallows  and  fords— 
where  one  would  scarcely  think  a  ilb.  trout  could 
swim  m— and  getting  well  inland  before  anything 
of  a  halt  is  made.  They  look  into  every  side 
stream  on  their  way  up,  and,  not  finding  it 
suitable,  pass  on  or  lie  about  the  mouth  of  it  till 
a  favouring  opportunity  occurs. 

There  is  no  more  lovely  picture  in  the  realms 
of  nature  than  a  fresh  run  gi-ilse.  Its  symmetry 
is  perfection  in  every  line— a  model  of  grace  and 
beauty,  and  the  most  acceptable  of  the  Salmonidse 
species.  It  is  game  to  the  teeth,  and  if  the  fight 
be  short,  it  has  been  spirited  and  bold  to  the  very 
last.  Although  easily  lured,  it  is  a  prize  to  be 
proud  of  in  every  other  respect. 

A  good  sea  trout  set  is  about  as  good  an  equip, 
ment  for  grilse  angling  as  can  be  used.  The  usual 
salmon  rod  and  line  are  far  too  heavy  for  the 
best  work,  in  the  earlier  months  at  least,  even 
though  the  gut  cast  and  flies  are  of  the  proper 
strength  and  reduced  size.    With  the  lighter  rod 
the  play  is  more  sensitive  on  the  part  of  the 
angler,  and  fewer  losses  occur.    Let  two  anglers 
start  on  a  reach  of  grilse  water,  and  where  the 
chances  are  equal,  the  one  with  a  14ft.  fronting 
rod  and  line  to  match,  and  the  other  with  a  17ft. 
or  18ft.  salmon  rod ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  day  the 
one  with  the  lighter  set  will  have  grassed  almost 
every  fish  he  has  touched  and  made  a  good 
record,  while  the  other  will  be  complaining  of 
his  losses,  and  showing  up  a  poor  creel  com- 
pared   with    his    neighbour's.     Let  them  go 
a  little  further,  by  way  of  experiment,  and 
exchange  rods  on  the  second  day  out,  and  com- 
pare notes  at  the  close.    The  results  will  again 
prove,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  that  the  lighter 
rod  is  the  proper  weapon  for  grilse,  at  least  up  to 
51b.  and  61b.  weight.    The  mouth  of  the  fresh 
run  grilse  is  exceedingly  tender,  and  the  hold 
readily  gives  way  unless  the  iron  gets  embedded 
m  the  tongue  or  in  the  cartilage  of  the  jaw.  This 
tenderness  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  mouth 
of  the  fish  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  its 
sojourn  in  fresh  water.    We   now  have  the 
investigations  of  Dr.  Noiil  Paton  and  others  to 
confirm  what  was  common  observation  before, 
that  great  changes  occur  in  the  digestive  economy 
of  the  Sahnonidx  when  they  pass  from  the  salt 
to  the  fresh  water.    The  sudden  change  on  the 
part  of  the  impetuous  grilse  no  doubt  accounts 
lor  the  excessive  softness  of  the  internal  lining  of 
the  mouth. 

Old  fishermen  held  the  belief  that  the  salmon 
shed  its  teeth  iu  passing  from  the  salt  to  the 
fresh  water— from  the  period  of  feeding  to  the 
period  of  fasting,  as  Dr.  Noel  Paton  would  put  it, 
tor  he  does  not  limit  the  fasting  season  strictly  to 
its  sojourn  in  fresh  water  alone;  and  this 
|ihedding  of  the  teeth  may  after  all  account  for 
the  extreme  tenderness  of  the  gums  of  the  fresh 
run  grilse,  and  the  more  than  delicate  handling  it 
has  to  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  summer  angler, 
if  he  would  save  himself  the  pain  of  recounting 
losses,  just  as  he  was  bringing  it  to  grass.  The 
small  double  irons,  too,  are  sometimes  not  in  the 
best  repute  in  this  respect,  some  anglers 
preferring  the  single  iron,  as  less  likely  to 
"  work  out  "  than  the  twin  steels,  which  often  cut 
through  the  tender  gum  of  the  fresh  run  beauty 
like  a  sharp  knife. 

The  grilse  fresh  from  the  sea  is  the  most  easily 
lured  of  all  the  Salmonidie  tribe.  In  this  respect 
he  is  very  much  like  his  elder  brother,  the  fresh 
run  salmon,  but  only  a  little  more  so;  and, 
although  the  salmon  will  take  anything  and  every- 
thing offered  at  some  time  or  another  during  the 
twenty-four  hours  of  the  day,  if  the  angler  can 
just  hit  the  right  thing  at  the  opportune  moment, 
the  grilse  will  take  anything  and  everything,  from 
a  worm  to  a  spoon,  from  a  fly  to  a  prawn,  almost 
at  any  time  if  properly  presented.  We  said  fresh 
up  gi-ilse,  for  the  "potted"  grilse,  i.e.,  a  while  in 
fresh  water,  is  as  shy  as  the  shyest  of  sea  trout  or 
"  potted  "  salmon. 

The  grilse,  although  open  to  anything  and 
everything  in  the  whole  range  of  the  angler's 
repertoire,  prefers  the  fly  to  all  other  lures.  On 
an  early  J une  day,  with  a  little  bit  of  pearl  on 
the  water,  coming  from  behind,  and  getting  a 
small  Loggie  or  Jock  Scott  of  the  very 
tiniest  make,  or  a  Silver  Doctor,  built  on  a 
iin.  double  iron,  well  out  in  front,  the  temptation 
is  irresistible  and  the  sport  fast  and  furious 
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when  there  is  anything  like  a  good  head  of  fish 
forward.    Most  anglers  use  a  dropper  a  size  less 
than  the  trail  hook.     Even  those  who  would 
never  dream  of  a  dropper  at  any  other  time 
of  the   year  could    never    think    of  looking 
for    grilse    unless    they    had    a    second  fly 
on.     The    dropper    is    usually    a    sea  trout 
pattern  of    some  kind  or  other,  and  a  size 
or  so  less  than  the  trail.     There  seems  to  be 
a  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  dropper,  for  we  have 
seen  it  not  only  on  one  grilse  stream,  but  on  a. 
score  or  more ;  and,  although  it  seems  at  the  best 
but  an  invitation  to  court  disaster  when  running 
a  fish,  still  it  is  held  to  by  most,  and  heartily 
cursed  when  anything  goes  wrong,  yet  seldom 
discarded.    The  dropper  should  certainly  be  of 
weaker  gut  than  the  main  cast  line,  so  that  when 
a  foul  does  occur  it  may  go,  and  leave  the  leader 
intact.     Although  it  is  a  very  rare  thing,  we 
know  personally  of  two  instances  where  two  grilse 
have  risen  at  the  same  time,  been  hooked,  and 
successfully  landed ;  but  only  two,  and  in  both 
cases  both  anglers  confessed  that  although  they 
were  proud  of  the  feat  after  it  was  accomplished, 
they  were  in  mortal  terror  of  losing  both  fish  when 
they  were  on,  and  would  have  preferred  one  at  a 
time.    Of  course,  a  dropper  is  used  for  grilse  and 
salmon  much  after  the  same  notion  as  it  is  used 
in  the  trout  flight,  when  two,  and  rarely  three, 
are  tied  up,  not  for  the  sake  of  a  double  catch  of 
two,  but  for  the  sake  of  a  double  chance  of  one. 
In  the  case  of  grilse,  as  with  salmon,  where  the 
bank  is  sedgy,  high,  or  even  rocky,  the  dropper 
should  be  discarded  for  fear  of  accident,  and  only 
used  when  the  angler  is  certain  it  cannot  bring 
him  to  grief  under  ordinary  conditions. 

Although  the  smallest  of  salmon  flies  make 
excellent  grilse  lures,  yet  the  grilse  wiU  often  take 
a  larger  fly  in  a  flooded  or  dark  water,  and  at 
most  times,  whatever  the  condition  of  the  water, 
towards  the  close  of  the  day.  An  inch  and  half 
Gordon,  or  an  Eagle,  or  an  Akroyd,  of  the  same 
size,  will  often  prove  fatal  just  when  the  last 
streaks  of  daylight  are  vanishing,  in  the  height  of 
the,  Jiily  season,  even  when  the  river  is  at  its 
smallest,  and  the  water  of  the  clearest.  This, 
too,  when  all  other  delicacies  have  been  consis- 
tently and  perseveringly  rejected  throughout  the 
entire  day. 

The  worm  is  a  special  favourite  of  the  fresh 
run  giilse,  and  the  numbers  of  fish  annually 
killed  on  side  streams  and  burns  affected  by  the 
gi-ilse  are  not  inconsiderable.  At  the  bottom  of 
a  rush  or  rapid,  where  grilse  congregate,  the 
worm  is  the  main  way  of  obtaining  a  basket. 
But  after  a  few  weeks  sojourn  in  fresh  water,  the 
grilse  goes  fairly  ofE  worm,  and  will  not  be 
tempted  to  look  at  it,  however  cunningly  wi-iggled 
down,  over,  or  across  him,  unless  a  bit  of  spate 
sets  in,  and  then  he  is  at  it  in  a  jiffy. 

We  have  taken  them  from  the  peat  moss 
almost  in  the  Forest  of  Birse  when  fishing  the 
Feugh  for  brown  trout  in  a  spate,  and  also  from 
the  Avon,  a  tributary  of  the  Spey,  under  similar 
circumstances,  as  yellow  as  a  trout  ever  was,  with 
the  worm.  The  grilse  falls  an  easy  prey  to  all 
the  known  forms  of  the  spinning  bait,  and  to  none 
of  these  more  readily  than  the  smallest  of  small 
minnows.  In  fact,  the  minnow  in  this  form  was 
used  for  killing  grilse,  both  on  the  Spey  and  Dee, 
some  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago,  and  those  with 
yellow  bellies  were  preferred  to  all  others  in  a 
June  or  July  flood.  The  small  Devon  is  a  very 
taking  bait  in  rapids  and  streamy  parts  of  the* 
river,  as  weU  as  at  the  necks  of  pools,  where  the 
gi-ilse  are  certain  to  be  found,  if  anywhere,  when 
the  waters  get  low  and  clear.  G.  M. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  MAINE  LAKES. 

{Continued  from  page  389.) 

By  Ohables  W.  Stevens, 

"  Show  me  the  pieces,"  I  brought  them  in, 
and  Charlie  got  out  his  tool  chest,  and  went  to 
work  repairing  it.  Not  being  a  very  bad  break, 
and  the  young  man  a  good  workman,  it  was  soon 
put  in  working  order  again. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  Murray  ?  "  said 
Charlie,  as  he  put  the  finishing  touch  to  the 
restored  tip,  and  I  lay  on  the  leather  lounge, 
smoking  my  pipe  and  watching  his  operations, 

"  In  regard  to  his  being  a  fisherman — a  true 
sportsman,  you  mean,  I  suppose  ?  " 

"  Exactly," 


"  I  think  he's  a  humbug ;  he  professes  to  know 
too  much  in  regard  to  too  many  things  to  excel  in 
any  one.  I  don't  believe  he  could  have  mended 
that  tip  as  you  have  ;  and  yet,  if  he  had  described 
the  '  how  to  do  it '  with  his  pen,  which,  admitted, 
he  handles  with  vigour,  you  would  have  thought 
him  a  perfect  adept  in  the  art  of  rod  making. 
When  a  professed  fisherman  tells  us  to  go  to 
Read's  for  the  best  rods,  and  recommends  a  rod 
with  the  reel  Sin.  from,  instead  of  at,  the  butt ; 
tells  you  that  he  who '  directs  a  ball,  or  hooks  a 
fish,  out  of  mere  sport,  is  deserving  of  fine  and 
imprisonment,'  and  then  shoots  deer  out  of 
season,  fires  thirty  or  forty  shots  at  a  poor  loon 
for  the  mere  '  sport '  of  the  thing,  and  leaves 
dozens  of  trout  on  a  bank  to  rot,  I  don't  propose 
to  take  much  stock  in  him.  Fortunately,  however, 
he  doesn't  care  for  my  opinion,  and,  I  reckon, 
precious  little  for  anyone's  else.  What's  your 
sentiments  ?  " 

"  Ditto,  ditto,"  from  the  other  one,  who  looks 
up  from  her  book,  evidently  quite  surprised  at  the 
forcible  and  decided  expression  of  opinion,  but 
re-echoing  the  sentiment  expressed.  And  if  we 
judge  him  from  his  book,  by  which,  I  suppose,  he 
is  wiEing  to  be  judged  (waiving  some  of  his  yarns 
which  he  does  not  expect  us  to  believe),  ours  is  a 
righteous  judgment. 

_  Having  disposed  of  this  subject  to  our  satisfac- 
tion, we  spent  the  time  between  lunch  and  dinner 
in  a  lounging,  lazy  sort  of  manner,  discussing 
the  merits  of  different  rod  makers,  variety  of 
flies,  and  such  like  fisherman's  talk,  occasionally 
practising  at  a  mark  with  our  pistols  and  rifles. 
After  dinner,  a  smoke  and  a  snooze. 

At  about  four  o'clock  we  take  a  trip  to  the  cove 
for  our  afternoon  sport,  which,  if  exciting,  we 
continue  until  sunset.  My  experience  has  been 
that  more  trout  are  taken  between  nine  and  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  fojxnoon  and  four  and  six  in  the 
afternoon  than  at  any  other  time,  though  they 
often  rise  quite  lively  for  half  an  hour  before 
sunset.  Early  morning  fishing,  with  me,  has  not 
been  a  success.  I  have  tried  it  more  times  than 
I  propose  to  again.  Charlie  was  always  opposd 
to  it  on  principle,  "  Let  'em  rise,"  he  would  say, 
"  I  won't ;  "  and  he  don't,  tiU  breakfast  is  ready. 
If  the  sport  at  the  cove  is  tame,  we  return  at  the 
call  of  Joe's  horn,  and  take  a  six  o'clock  supper, 
and  cast  awhile  at  the  dam  till  darkness  begins 
to  fall,  then  we  gather  about  the  smudge  at  the 
door  of  our  camp,  and  watch  the  blue  cloud  of 
smoke  as  it  floats  gracefully  upwards,  N"ow  is 
the  time  for  reflection  ;  and  as  we  think  of  our- 
selves, some  twenty  miles  or  more  away  from  any 
human  habitation,  excepting  a  few  like  our  own, 
in  the  depths  of  a  vast  wilderness,  with  the  never 
ceasing  sound  of  rushing  water  falling  upon  our 
ears,  we  can  hardly  realise  the  bustle  and  commo- 
tion, with  aU  its  attendant  incidents  of  joy  and 
sorrow,  that  is  hourly  transpiring  in  that  busy 
centre  which  we  have  left.  Aside  from  the 
excitement  of  our  fishing,  we  have  little  to 
disturb  that  perfectly  contented  frame  of  mind 
and  body  which  we  enjoy. 

An  unfortunate  day,  but  still  a  happy  one,  as 
they  aU  were,  and  such  days  ever  will  be  to  those 
who  enjoy  the  sportsman's  life :  would  there  were 
more  that  do  !  And  there  will  be ;  for  I  believe, 
as  a  people,  we  are  growing  more  and  more  to 
appreciate  this  recreation,  its  benefit  to  the 
health,  its  widening  of  our  sphere  of  vision. 
Gradually  will  our  business  men  be  attracted 
raore  to  the  haunts  of  Nature,  and  away  from  the 
dissipations  of  the  conventional  watering-place. 
Also  the  field  of  the  angler  and  the  hunter  wiU  be 
enlarged,  the  protection  and  propagation  of  fish 
and  game  in  streams  and  forests  will  do  much  to 
encourage  these  manly  sports,  fishing  will  be 
found  nearer  home,  and,  the  taste  once  cultivated, 
more  distant  waters  and  less  frequented  localities 
will  be  sought  after.  Fish  not  bef ore  known  in 
the  sportsman's  vocabulary  as  game  fish  are  being 
brought  into  notice. 

The  shad  which  throng  our  northern  rivers,  it 
has  been  found,  wiU  take  the  fly.  A  specimen  of 
the  English  grayling,  one  of  the  gamest  of  the 
finny  tribe,  has  been  recently  discovered  in  the 
Michigan  waters,  and  will  form  a  great  acquisi- 
tion to  the  angler's  store ;  and  thus  the  supply 
will  constantly  increase  with  the  increasing  love 
for  the  sport. 

To  return,  however,  to  our  little  family  in  the 
woods.  For  a  few  days  our  sport  had  been 
excellent,  and  we  had  quite  a  goodly  family  of 


trout  in  our  several  cars  to  feast  the  eyes  and  tho 
palates  of  our  friends  at  home.  But  the  past  day 
or  two  had  been  hot  and  cloudless,  and  no  aUure. 
ments  in  the  way  of  diversified  casts  would  tempt 
the  sportive  beauties  from  their  cool  retreats  ;  so 
we  idled  away  the  time,  enjoying  Nature  and  each 
other's  company.  As  I  was  leaning  over  the  rail 
of  the  bridge  that  crosses  the  dam,  enjoying  tha 
play  of  the  waters  as  they  dashed  and  foamed  at 
my  feet,  I  saw  a  black  object  drop  from  where  I 
was  standing  into  the  rushing  stream  below.  It 
did  not  take  me  but  a  moment  to  recognise  my  fly. 
book,  which,  opening  as  it  fell,  scattered  a  well- 
selected  assortment  of  McBride's  best  flies  upon 
the  rushing  tide,  I  have  discarded  the  old  method 
of  can7ing  flies  in  a  book  in  which  you  are 
obliged  to  wind  the  snell  and  place  it  in  a  space 
in  the  leaf  prepared  for  the  purpose,  I  always 
keep  the  sneU  perfectly  straight,  for  obvious 
reason ;  and  my  flies  were  thus  lying  loosely  iu. 
my  new  style  of  book,  which  resembles  an  old- 
fashioned  long  leather  wallet, 

(To  be  continued.) 


AN  APRIL  AFTERNOON  ON 
WHARFE, 


The  average  fishing  narrative  usually  runs  to 
one  of  two  extremes — either  it  is  the  account  of 
the  angler  who  did  (and  did  it  extremely  well,  too, 
with  results  calculated  to  make  the  reader  kick 
the  cat  thi-ough  sheer  envy),  or  it  is  the  sweet, 
modest  confession  of  the  angler  who  didn't  (and 
didn't  so  absolutely  that  you  couldn't  possibly 
didn't  more  completely  if  you  tried  with  your 
coat  off  and  your  shirt  sleeves  rolled  up).  Either 
the  writer  has  caught  sixty-seven  trout  in  three 
hours'  fishing,  and  wants  you  to  believe  there  was 
really  nothing  remarkable  about  it;  or  he  has 
only  caught  three  trout  in  sixty-seven  hours* 
fishing,  and  gently  insinuates  that  there  was 
something  very  remarkable  about  that.  Too  much 
of  these  luxurious  dishes  and  kickshaws  are  not 
good.  It  is  best,  both  for  the  angling  reader  and 
the  angling  writer,  to  occasionally  take  a  slice  from 
the  plain  joint,  and  that  is  my  excuse  for  this 
paper,  which,  in  plain  and  simple  language,  is 
intended  to  convey,  principally  to  those  readers 
who  are  personally  unacquainted  with  our  spring 
trouting  on  the  north  country  rivers,  a  truthfvd 
idea  of  a  few  hours'  fly  fishing  when  conditions 
were  such  as  to  preclude  any  possibility  of  a  big 
basket,  and  yet  not  so  utterly  hopeless  but  that 
there  was  a  chance  of  getting  a  modest  dish  with 
the  help  of  a  little  bit  of  skill  and  a  great  deal  of 
dogged  perseverance. 

On  the  day  before  a  procession  of  April  showers 
in  the  solid — "  lambstorms  "  we  call  them  in  the 
north — had  swept  down  the  dale,    A  night  of 
bitter  frost  had  followed  the  hail,  so  that  when  I 
reached  the  river  just  before  noon,  the  grass 
under  the  hedgerows  was  still  wearing  its  coat  of 
silver  rime.  Hereabouts  old  Wharfe  shows  as  much 
variety   as  a   meteorological  expert's  weather 
forecast,  when  he  doesn't  know  what  sort  of  a 
day  it  is  going  to  be,  and  words  his  prophecy  all 
round  the  clock,  so  to  speak,  so  that  he  is  bound 
to  be  right  somewhere  if  we  have  any  weather  at 
all.    Here  the  river  drifts  lazily  along  a  wide, 
gliding  flat  of,  maybe,  18in.  deep.     There  it 
lingers  in  a  deep,  apparently  motionless  pool 
under  the  wide  spi-eading  ash  trees  ;  next  it  can- 
not decide  which  way  to  go,  and,  consequently, 
splits  itself  upon  one  of  the  horns  of  its  dilemma, 
and  forms  an  island  of  perhaps  an  acre  or  more  of 
pastui-e  before  it  is   joined  together  again  in 
happy  union,  after  its  temporary  divorce,  to  fight 
its  battles  with  singleness  of  pui-pose,  until  the 
next  family  tiff.    And  after  nearly  every  different 
phase,  comes  a  rough,  tumbling,  powerful  stream, 
that  only  the  stout  of  limb  should  venture  to 
wade,  and  even  then  a  strong,  iron-shod  ash 
landing  net  shaft — the  north  country  angler's 
third  leg — is  a  valuable  assistance.     Such  a 
stream,  say  2ft.  deep  in  the  centre  of  the  roaring 
current,  an  old  hand  will  wade  across  comfortably, 
and  with  compai-ative  ease,  while  the  novice  will 
land  at  the  opposite  side  in  a  half  exhausted 
state — no  wind  in  his  lungs,  and  plenty  of  water 
in  his  waders.    A  year  or  two  ago  an  acquaint- 
ance of  mine  one  day  turned  up  to  fish  this  very 
length  when  there  was  Gin.  or  so  of  fi-eshet  in  the 
river,  and  not  being  over  familiar  with  the  rocky 
river  bed,  was  in  some  doubt  whether  he  could 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 


in  CnMRTNATTON  "^t^i-^^  ^^baedinb  .  both  PaMcs        ?  patent 

Xll   \J\JJJ±lJXi.JJXXX\JX^    inside  WOOL  TWEEDS  ^  WBATHERPEOOrED  *  ■  • 


PROOF 


^  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 

I  HOT  AND  COLD  WINDS,  WITH 

^  THORNS.  AND  FISH  HOOKS, 


NATURAL  VENTILATION. 


Built  on  this  plan,  i.e.,  a  wool  foundation,  a  healthful  natural  warmth  is 
maintained,  so  that  the  angler  experiences  in  this  dress  complete  in- 
difference to  weather,  temperature,  or  climate. 


The  neutral  shades  of  Gabardine  \ 
are  pronounced  by  experts  perfect 
for  rendering  the  Sportsman  in- 
visible to  the  quarry. 

The  resistance  which  it  offers  to 
the  insinuating  fish-hook  makes 
Gabardine    indispensable   to  the 
Angler. 

Lightness,  combined  with  great 
weather-resisting  and  hard- 
wearing  qualities,  place  Gabardine 
in  the  forefront  as  a  material  for 
every  kind  of  sport. 


"  Eain  stands  on  it  in  beads  like  quicksilver, 
shaken  off  at  the  first  movement.  We  have  tested 
the  garments  thoroughly;" — The  Lancet. 

"  All  weathers  are  equalised,  the  body  never 
overheated,  and  chills  and  their  discomforts 
avoided." — The  Fishing  Gazette. 

"  There  is  nothing  better  adapted  for  outdoor 
sports  and  exercise." — The  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
News, 

"  Eains  can  be  defied  -without  discomfort  .... 
the  ventilating  qualities  of  woollen  fabrics  are 
maintained  intact." — British  Medical  Journal. 


THE  "BURBERRY  " 


SUIT. 

UTMOST  FREEDOM-PERFECT  PROTECTION. 


THE  SLIP=ON  CAPE 

UTMOST  PROTECTION-PERFECT  FREEDOM. 


"Practically  waterproof,  perfectly  self -ventilating,  impervious  to  thorns  or  fish-hooks,  as  comfortable  in  wear  as  homespuns."— JVsAmj  Gazette, 
"  During  two  or  three  days  fishing  they  kept  out  the  wet,  were  comfortable,  and  did  not  cause  perspiration."— TAe  Field. 


1898  Gabardines  include  many  new  shades,  and  mark  an  important  advance  in  tropical  Airylight, 
wliich  has  now  strength  and  thorn  resistance  up  to  Summer  standard. 


BURBERRYS,  ^ITSmr'*'  ~ 


in  WEATHEEPEOOF  KIT. 
_    ^       .  of  "  Uabftrdine "  and  "  Drber ' 

PSlBntOBS      Combines.  The  Eqoi-Pede, 
Barberry  Ooats,  &c. 


CnAo/a/lc/c       Shooting,  Fi^hing,  Golflng, 
OpcoliillotA  Polo,  Yachtlnr,   Cfoling,  and 
Bacing  dannenti. 
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get  across  in  his  ordinary  wading  stockings  with- 
out a  wetting,  when  up  came  an  old  local 
fisherman. 

"Oh!  I  say,"  he  inquired,  "can  I  get  across 
here  ?  " 

.  "Oh:  aye,  ye'll  get  across,  Mr.  G.,"  was  the 
encouraging  reply.  "  Follow  me."  And  the  old 
man— he  was  seventy— waded  in  and  slowly  forced 
his  passage,  with  the  other  struggling  after  him. 

"  I  see,  Mr.  G.,"  the  old  hand  remarked  drily, 
as  they  got  out  on  the  other  bank,  "ye'renot 
accustomed  to  wading  Wharfe." 

"  Not  accustomed ;  why— er— how  d'you  make 
that  out  ?  "  panted  the  astonished  Mr.  G." 

"  Well,"'  was  the  philosophical  reply,  "  ye  don't 
turn  tjer  starn  to  it !  "  And  therein  lies  the  secret 
of  crossing  a  swift  northern  ford.  Tm-n  yom- 
"  stam "  to  the  torrent,  and  make  for  a  point 
lower  down  on  the  opposite  bank. 

Here,  on  either  side  of  the  river,  on  the  nan-ow 
flat  of  the  valley,  lie  rich  meadows  and  rugged 
pastm-es,  sombre  woods  of  funereal  firs,  and  oaks, 
ashes,  and  beeches,  giving  theii- first  timid  promise 
of  the  wealth  of  summer  attire  they  have  stored 
away  in  their  huge  trunks,  in  readiness  for 
"  coming  out "  in  when  the  season  has  advanced. 
But  by  the  water's  edge  the  fringing  willows  are 
gaily  shaking  the  pollen  from  their  downy, 
canary-tipped  tassels,  and  on  the  higher  pebbly 
strands  the  lusty  coltsfoot  has  spangled  the  river 
shores  with  gold.  From  the  meadows,  to  right  and 
left,  the  hills  rise,  steep  and  rugged,  to  the  grey, 
storm-swept  crags  and  the  brown,  crackling 
heather  of  the  everlasting  fells. 

A  wind,  with  plenty  of  "bite"  in  it,  was 
sweeping  down  the  dale.  A  heavy  gloom  hid  all 
but  the  lowlands,  and  black,  angry  clouds  diifted 
over  the  grey  and  sullen  river  at  my  feet.  It 
loolced  very  like  thunder,  and  felt  very  like 
Christmas  with  the  chill  on.  Not  a  trout  could 
be  seen  moving.  You  couldn't  have  made  the 
prospects  of  a  good  basket  very  bright  if  you  had 
rubbed  them  with  patent  polishing  paste  and 
washleather.  However,  here  was  the  river.  I 
had  come  to  fish,  and  there  is  always  the  chance 
of  sport  of  some  kind  turning  up.  I  remember 
once  having  a  most  exciting  and  unlooked-for  bit 
of  sport  through  accidentally  hooking  a  sunken 
tin  biscuit  box  in  a  rapid  stream,  and  the  amount 
of  play  that  waterlogged  biscuit  box  gave  me 
before  I  landed  it  on  3x  drawn  gut  was  simply 
astonishing.    A  ilb.  trout  was  a  fool  to  it. 

As  no  fly  was  to  be  seen  on  the  water,  it  was 
qmte  clear  that,  to  follow  the  theory  of  the  exact 
imitation  man,  the  only  strictly  proper  course 
was  to  put  no  fly  on  the  cast  and  fish  that.  But 
I  always  was  a  little  doubtful  of  the  policy  of  the 
exact  imitation  business  on  our  northern  rivers, 
although  in  this  case  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  if  I  had  offered  the  trout  no  fly  they 
would  have  taken  it  every  cast.  However,  I  put 
up  the  best  of  all  April  casts  for  the  Wharfe— 
March  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa  (which  is,  of 
course,  the  hackled  imitation  of  the  Blue  Dun), 
Dark  Snipe  and  Pm-ple,  and  Snipe  Bloa.  Over 
yonder,  under  the  trees  on  the  opposite  bank, 
where  the  current  rans  through  the  pool,  there  is 
often  a  trout  hanging,  poised  in  the  stream, 
waiting  for  what  the  gods  may  send  him.  The 
gods  didn't  send  him  anything  worth  speaking 
about  just  then ;  but  my  own  pet  particular  split- 
cane  sent  him  a  beautiful  selection  of  four  of 
Max  Walbran's  best  flies  at  the  end  of  15yds.  of 
line,  and  the  samples  swept  down  the  lazy  stream 
for  as  many  yards  without  result.  Another  cast, 
a  little  lower,  and  another,  and  at  the  third  time 
of  asking, 


Without  either  sight  or  sound  of  the  shock, 
came  a  sharp,  tiny  twitch.  The  trout  twitched, 
and  I  twitched,  but  "  we  failed  to  connect  "  I 
tried  again.  So  did  the  trout.  We  manao-ed  it 
that  time,  and  had  our  bit  of  fun,  and  were  both 
mutually  satisfied— at  any  i-ate.  I  was,  and  I  never 
heard  the  trout  say  he  wasn't.  Steadily  I  fished 
the  remainder  of  the  pool  yard  by  yard  without 
result.  The  next  pool  I  tried  drew  blank.  A 
quarter  of  a  mile  higher  up  I  sampled  another 
choice  reach,  where  the  river  alternates  between 
tast  i-ushing  stream  and  gentle  current.  The 
rapid  streams  I  let  alone,  but  out  of  the  inter- 
vening bits  of  quieter  water  I  took  four  trout  for 
an  hour  s  hard  fishing. 

Here  one  of  the  leading  Yorkshire  golf  clubs 
are  laying  out  a  new  golf  course  alongside  the  river 


—and  a  capital  course  it  promises  to  be,  too— so 
that  any  fellow  who  happens  to  be  a  member  of 
both  clubs  will  have  a  grand  opportunity  of 
beguiling  the  time  on  the  links  when  the  fish  are 
not  doing  anything,  though  there  will,  of  course, 
be  the  danger  of  getting  the  thing  mixed  up 
in  his  head,  for  when  a  fellow  angler  asks  .- 

"  Been  out  fishing  to-day  P  "  he  will  probably 
reply : 

"  Oh,  yes — had  a  grand  time — won  by  three  up 
and  two  to  play,  and  got  all  the  last  four  holes  on 
the  March  Brown  !  " 

It  seems  to  me  that  all  we  want  now  on  our 
club  length  is  an  Aunt  Sally,  and  a  couple  of 
round-abouts  and  a  few  shooting  galleries  on  the 
other  bank,  for  the  benefit  of  those  anglers,  when 
the  rise  is  ofe,  who  do  not  belong  to  "  Colonel 
Bogey's  "  regiment,  and  then  the  thing  will  be 
complete,  and  trout  fishing  will  be  one  long,  wild, 
hilarious  round  of  giddy  joy  fulness. 

Strolling  up  to  the  upper  limits  of  the  club 
water,  I  went  in  again,  and  started  to  fish  my  way 
steadily  down.    I  cast  to  right,  I  cast  to  left,  and 
likewise  round  about  me.     About  once  every 
quarter  of  an  hour  I  touched  an  unseen  fish,  but 
trout_  were    coming    provokingly    short— only 
smelling,  so  to  speak— and  as  the  afternoon  waned 
I  had,  by  the  expenditure  of  as  much  exertion  as 
would  have  seen  a  navvy  comfortably  through  a 
day's  work,  accumulated  nine  trout  in  my  creel. 
Then  came  a  long  and  heartbreaking  interval, 
when  I  fished  for  a  whole  "  clock  hour  "  without 
a  touch,  and  yet  fate  had  in  store  for  me  a  little 
bonne  louche.    It  was  now  twenty  minutes  past 
five.    At  half-past  I  must  suspend  operations  in 
order  to  catch  a  train,  or  otherwise  I  should  have 
had  five  weary,  rough,  moorland  miles  to  tramp 
home  in  thick  waders  and  heavy  brogues.  After 
the  experience  of  the  last  hour  I  thought  I  might 
well  give  up  at  once  and  stroll  leisurely  up  to 
the  station.  Anyhow,  I  would  have  just  one  more 
throw.    I  choose  a  likely  looking  spot,  just  where 
the  tail  of  a  stream  loses  itself  in  the  middle  of 
a  lagoon-like  pool.  I  threw.  A  trout  took  a  fancy 
to  the  March  Brown,  and  we  did  business.  I 
threw  again.    Another  trout  selected  the  Snipe 
and  Purple,  and  I  pinned  him  to  his  bargain.  A 
third  time  I  thi-ew.    A  third  trout  made  a  bid, 
but  I  failed  to  take  his  offer.    Another  cast, 
however,  put  that  little  matter  all  right.  He  made 
a  further  advance,  and  took  my  hook,  after  which 
I  took  my  hook  myself.    During  the  last  twenty 
minutes  I  caught  three  trout  and  the  train  home. 

During  the  whole  afternoon  I  did  not  see  more 
than  half  a  dozen  natui-al  flies  on  the  water.  Not 
one  of  that  dozen  of  fish  broke  water  or  made 
itself  visible  in  any  way  when  it  took  the  fly. 
The  moral  to  all  this  is  in  some  mysterious  way 
connected  with  the  dry  i-.  wet  fly  controversy, 
but  I  ve  clean  forgotten  what  it  is. 

W.  Carter  Platts 


FOSTER'S  MAY  FLIES. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION, 

Foresters'  Hall,  Clekken^ell  Egad,  E.G. 
The  executive  of  the  above  association  are  ju5tified  in 
coDgratulatiBg  the  members  on  the  continued  success  of 
that  institution,  as  exemplified  by  the  fact  that  the 
balance-sheet  shows  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  association 
amounting  to  over  £154,  after  providing  for  all  outgouigs 
and  placing  at  the  disposal  of  its  members 

SIXTEEN  RENTED  FISHEEIES. 
These  fac'^  speak  eloquently,  and  your  committee  have 
nothmg  to  ask  but  the  continued  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  -l^ondon  angling  societies  to  gnable  the  association  to 
do  stiJl  iurther  good  work,  and  to  treat  with  good 
humoured  contempt  the  taseless  assertions  of  those 
individua  s  whose  ingenuity  far  transcends  their  veracity 
ihe  following  is  a  list  of  the 

SIXTEEN  FISHERIES 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  its  members,  viz.  :  Pike  and 
Anchor  (Ponders  End) ;  Old  River  Wey ;  Grand  Junction 
and  blough  Canal;  Running  Pound  (Uxbridge);  Enfield 
Lock;  Sewardstone  Mill  Stream;  Fox  and  Hounds 
(hewardstone) ;  Staunch  Farm  (Bnres) ;  Messrs.  Pepper's 
Haiwoods,  and  Fletcher's,  Amberley;  Bures  Hall  Farm 
(River  Stour) ;  Woraiogford  (River  Stonr)  ;  North  Way- 
ands  Farm  (River  Mole);  By  fleet  (River  Wey) ;  Horton 
(River  Colne). 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 
L.  Ghcrney  (Secretary),  Murray-street,  Hoxtou,  N. 


R.  B.  Maeston,  Esq., 

ou'^^ij^  Sir,— We  enclose  you  a  few  Mays. 
Should  you  deem  them  worth  a  notice  in  your 
next  issue  we  should  feel  much  obliged. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  y'our  readers  to 
know  that  the  May  Fly  will  be  out  by  June  5th 
or  bth  on  the  Dove.  Some  odd  flies  have  already 
been  seen.  Both  weather  and  water  are  now  favour- 
able to  spoi-t,  and  some  big  baskets  (one  of  fifteen 
and  a  half  brace  !i  have  been  made  with  the 
Alder  Fly  on  Brailsford  brook,  and  good  sport  has 
been  had  elsewhere  in  this  district— notably  on 
one  of  the  preseiwed  lengths,  viz.,  the  Birdsgrove 
water.  A  trout  of  nearly  21b.  weight  was  taken 
trom  the  Dove  Dale  length  by  a  visitor  at  the 
begmnmg  of  last  week— the  largest  fish  of  the 
season  so  far. 


Foster's  FAVocBiTEi 


Foster's  Favourite. 


Foster's  Sukk  WooDcrcK. 

Last  year  and  the  yeai-  before  the  sunk  Mays 
did  all  the  execution  so  far  as  the  artificial  was 
concerned.  Winged  Mays  are  not  in  it  on  the 
Dove. — Yours  obediently, 

and  W.  H.  Foster. 
L^essi-s.  Foster  send  a  selection  of  their  May 
Fhes,  including  their  single  and  double  hook 
"Favourite,"  their  "Sunk  Woodcock,"  "Midgets," 
(S:c.  The  latter  are  extremely  small  for^Ma'y 
Flies,  but  a.  small  May  Fly  is  often  very  useful 
when  the  fish  are  not  taking  hold  well.  For 
South  of  England  waters  we  prefer  the  undyed 
wings ;  in  fact,  for  any  waters  we  should  like  to 
see  some  of  these  very  nicely  made  patterns  with 
far  less  of  the  sage  gi-een  appearance  about  the 
wings  and  with  red  instead  of  green  hackles  for 
legs.  Messrs.  Foster  are  selling  some  preparation 
of  "vasiline"  in  tubes  at  Idd.  each,  post  free. 
They  say  it  is  better  than  paraffin,  and  those  who 
have  tried  both  can  use  "  Floatine  "  if  they  please. 
Our  experience  is  exactly  the  reverse,  and  a  little 
bottle  of  odourless  paraffin  is  what  we  recommend 
as  by  far  the  cleanest  and  quickest  thing  to  use 
for  floating  flies. — Ed.1 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 


Clergyman  m  full  clerical  dress  has  been  fishing.  A 
small  boy  has  been  watching  him  intently.    Clergyman  ; 

Well,  my  boy,  do  you  take  a  deep  mterest  in  fishing  r  ' 
Boy:  No,  I  don't,  sir."  Cleryman  :  "  Well,  what  are 
you  watching  me  for?"  Boy:  "  Because  I  wanted  to  hear 
what  a  parson  would  say  when  he  lost  a  fish  " 


.  -B'l'er  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  tlie  YlSElNa 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  FeUer-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.-GEXEBAL  REMAKss.-At  the  thne 
when  the  glorious  first  of  June,"  as  it  was  then 
designated  by  the  anglers,  and  the  Whitsuntide  hoUdays 
came  m  so  near  as  it  has  done  this  year,  it  occisioned 
much  anxiety  and  work  for  the  river  keepjrs,  a3  some  had 
the  impressioa,  being  so  near  the  time,  they  would  not  be 
interfered  with.  In  the  stream  of  hohday  people  from 
the  Hampton  Court  Railway  Station  numbers  would  be 
seen  with  their  fishing  rods,  only  to  be  told  when  they 
got  to  the  liver  they  would  be  informed  that  angling 
would  not  be  permitted  ;  aad,  speaking  from  experience 
there  was  never  much  difficulty,  after  explaining  to  them' 
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it  was  illegal,  in  getting  them  to  give  np  the  attempt.  On 
one  occasion  I  remember  there  was  an  old  Scotchman,  who 
attempted  to  argue  with  me  on  the  point  that  a  few  days 
would  not  make  much  difPerence,  but,  on  a  frierdly  ex- 
planation as  to  the  bye-laws  which  rrgalated  the  river,  he 
willingly  gave  in,  and  thanked  me  tor  my  courtesy  and 
explanation.  One  of  my  most  valued  correspondents 
writes:  "The  river  has  been  in  an  awful  state;  up 
and  down,  down  and  up,  and  muddy.  On  Friday 
last  the  river  was  2ft.  above  summer  level.  Between 
Shepperton  and  Sunbury  Locks,  on  Saturday,  it 
was  18in.  below  summer  level,  the  lowest  I  have  ever  seen 
the  Thames."  Major  Arthur  Terry,  writing  on  Tuesday 
from  Shepperton  :  "I  have  only  kept  two  trout  since  I 
last  wrote,  one  of  3iib.  atd  another  of  ^\h.  I  had 
another  Ijoz.  under  31b.,  which  I  put  back,  according 
to  my  rule,  so  he  just  saved  his  life."  George  Rosewell 
informs  me  he  has  been  out  two  days  amongst  the  trout, 
one  day  with  Mr.  Hills,  who  creeled  a  nice  fish  of  7ilb., 
and  the  other  with  Mr.  Jeffreys,  who  caught  one  of  3ilb. 
Charles  Hone,  of  Staines,  writes  that  during  the  last 
week  he  has  been  with  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  of  Brentford, 
who  has  secured  three  trout,  weighing  respectively 
31b.  9oz.,  51b.,  and  31b.  Soz.  Head  river  keeper  William 
Douglas  states  he  has  not  heard  of  any  trout  being  taken, 
that  the  gudgeon  have  all  gone  from  Teddington,  and 
more  roach  have  come  up  for  spawning.  If  we  could  only 
get  a  week's  settled  weather,  with  the  wind  getting  alto- 
gether out  of  the  east,  the  trout  fishers  would  have  a  good 
chance  of  getting  some  fine  specimens,  and  in  some 
measure  compensate  them  for  the  many  disappointments 
they  have  had  since  the  season  commenced. — B. 

  (Windsor  District).— Heavy  rains  have  fallen 

here  lately,  and  I  quite  expect  to  see  another  high,  thick 
water  by  time  this  is  in  print.  The  cold  winds  have  kept 
the  trout  down,  but  Mr.  Gomm,  jun.,  of  Brentford,  baa 
again  been  scoring  well,  having,  with  his  fisherman, 
C.  Hone,  of  Staines,  three  fish,  51b.,  31b.  9oz.,  and  31b.  Soz. 
Should  there  come  a  discoloured  water,  with  warmer 
weather,  anglers  who  aspire  to  the  capture  of  the  most 
coveted  of  fishes— the  Thames  trout— should  watch  it,  and 
try  when  it  ii  just  clearing.  Later.— Eiver  rising  rapidly 
and  discolouring. — B.  K.  B. 

Ancholme  District.— It  remains  cold  and  unsettled, 
with  quite  a  dearth  of  aquatic  flies.  This  mornirg  we  had 
a  white  frost.  There  are  very  few  Hawi  horns  this  sea  s  )n  ; 
this  is  usually  a  good  fly.  The  Black  Gnat  is  now  on,  and 
13  a  good  killer  all  over  this  district.  One  of  my  sons 
caught  five  trout  at  the  end  of  last  week,  the  biggest  was 
just  under  21b.  Another  gentleman  took  twenty,  one  d  ay 
this  week,  from  a  private  water.  They  were  rea'ly  nice 
fifh,  with  two  or  three  lib.  each  amorg^t  them.  The 
extent  to  whicb  the  Lincolnshire  farmeis  wash  sheep 
makes.sadly  against  sport.  It  is  quite  a  common  occurrence, 
when  dipping,  to  let  the  deadly  refuse  go  into  the  brooks. 
— Thomas  Furd. 

Bure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).— June  has 
b3en  ushered  in  with  cold  and  stormy  weather,  rendering 
fishing  anything  but  as  enjoyable  es  it  should  be  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  Coarse  fish  anglers  are  now  beginning 
to  be  more  astir,  and  the  holidays  produced  quite  a 
respectable  show  cf  rodsmen,  who,  as  far  as  I  can  hear, 
enjoyed  some  tolerable  sport.  Bream,  however,  are,  and 
will  be  for  the  present,  quiet,  although  up  river,  at  Coltis- 
hall,  some  fiine  fish,  up  to  51b  ,  were  taken  recently. 
Roach,  dace,  _  andl  perch  are  at  present  quiet.  Trout 
fishing  on  private  upper  waters  has  been  very  good  at 
times.  One  angler  took  thirty-five  excellent  fish  with  fly, 
and  several  odd  lots  have  been  secured  on  tributaries, 
also  those  of  the  Wensum.  There  are  still  a  few  of  the 
old  stock  of  trout  at  Horstead  Mill— big  fish  which 
refuse  the  fly,  but  used  to  be  taken  up  to  61b.  and  over 
with  mmnow.  Some  also  ccour  at  Oxnead  and  Burgh, 
which  is  really,  however,  private  water.  Plenty  of  good 
dace  take  the  fly  well  at  all  these  spots.  River  is  now 
well  filled,  of  good  colour,  but  rather  cold  and  rough. 
Warmer  weather  and  advance  of  the  season  will,  I  think, 
show  bottom  anglers  excellent  sport,  as  we  have  at  present 
no  low  stale  waters  this  year.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin,  Leacli,  &c.  (East  Glonoescershire).— As  I 
said  would  be  the  case,  Whitsuntide  anglets  were  in  the 
thick  of  the  May  Fly,  the  Green  Drake  being  very  well  on 
on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday.  The  rise,  however, 
proved  on  these  days  somewhat  fitful,  but  some  good  trcnt 
were  creeled.  Mr.  Brantnm,  quits  a  young  hand,  and  his 
first  visit  to  the  Fairford  water,  had  creeled  two  and  a 
half  brace  by  five  o'clock.  Mr.  Rayers,  on  the  same  day 
(Monday),  amongst  other  sport,  grassed  one  of  21b.  Mr. 
Fry,  Dr.  Cti'ds,  and  an  Oxford  man  were  the  only  other 
rods  out.  Mr.  Powell  and  Mr.  John  Dyke  have  been 
on  the  Bull  waters,  with  (psrt,  Mr.  Powell  getting  one 
fash  of  21b.  and  another  of  l|lb.  Mr.  Livingston, 
on  the  Park  wa^er,  killed  a  3-pounder.  Dr.  Powell, 
ot  Highworth,  fisting  on  Tuesday,  had  creeled  two 
and  a  half  brace  by  four  o'clock.  Mr.  A.  H.  lies  also 
killed  some  gocd  fish  on  this  day.  Mr.  C.  Walker  was 
also  out.  Messrs.  Cramp,  Powell,  and  Morgan  l  a  e  lean 
having  sport  on  the  Lower  Coin,  and  Mr.  Albert  lies  has 
been  having  excellent  sport  cn  the  Butlers  Court  waters 
Lord  Suffolk,  Canon  Smjthe,  Mr.  Aubrey  Miller,  Mr  A 
Hall,  and  Mr.  Vatideleur  have  been  fishirg  the  Fairford 
Park  waters.  Mr.  Cripps  has  been  having  excellent  sport 
on  the  Abhngton  Manor  water  b,  which  he  has  taken  Mr 
r.  Faulkner,  Mr.  Fred.  Walthen,  Mr.  Clegg,  Mr.  lies" 
Mr.  Barton,  Major  Chambres,  and  Mr.  Henderson  have 
been  fishing  the  Whelford  waters  with  good  spcrt  The 
Wilhamstrip  Park,  Hatherop  Cattle,  Bibury  Court,  and 
Winson  waters  have  all  been  producing  good  sport,  fine 
trout  being  creeled.  Best  flies  for  coming  week  :  Green 
and  Floating  Drake  and  Buzztr,  Brown  Alder,  and  Red 
and  Sherry  Spinner.  River  in  very  good  order.  From 
the  Leich  good  sport  is  reported  from  Lechlade  Mill 
Little  Faungdon,  and  Fifield  —Pan. 


Cornish  Streams.  —  The  Whitsuntide  trout  fishing 
was  not  so  bad  as  the  weather  seemed  to  indicate.  Monday 
was  cold,  but  there  was  plenty  of  water  and  a  stiff  breeze. 
Trout  ose  fairly  well  throughout  the  day  on  the  Inney, 
which  is  probably  the  best  purely  trout  stream  in  the 
county,  and  the  average  basket  was  very  good.  One  rod 
got  thitty-one  fish,  averagirg  over  ?lb.  each  ;  another  got 
eighteen,  three  or  four  of  which  were  quite  Jib.  Sevei"al 
rods  were  out  on  the  Camel  and  Fowey,  but  as  far  as  cnuld 
be  asrertained  no  peal  were  caught.  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday were  bitterly  cold  days,  and  fishing  was  extremely 
difficult.  Sport  on  these  days  was  very  indifferent. — 
Bodmin. 

Crygyll    River  (Tycroes,    Anglesey).  —  Mr. 

New!  on  had  a  nice  basket  of  twenty-five  one  day,  and 
eleven  part  of  another  day. — W.  H. 

Darenth  (Parningham,  Eynsford,  &o.).— Sport 
was  uncertain  in  its  character  on  Whit  Monday,  and  the 
May  Fly  was  taken  in  such  a  hesitating  manner,  and 
caused  so  much  disturbance,  that  I  fancy  we  should  have 
done  better  without  it,  though  I  confess  to  getting  some 
good  fish  by  its  help.  Very  few  were  taken  from  the  Lion 
water,  and  there  was  but  little  fishing  at  the  Plough.  My 
fish  (several  of  which  were  between  lib,  and  IHb  )  came 
from  private  water  near,  and  I  found  the  best  fly  the 
Grey  Quill  Gnat,  though  I  got  the  biggest  fish  on  a  May 
Fly,  and  found  the  Black  Gnat  effective  while  it  was  on. 
Pro.-pscts  should  be  good  for  the  next  few  days,  but  May 
Fly  work  is  very  uncertain  here,  and  often  disappointing. 
The  river  is  low,  in  spite  of  showers  and  storms.  The 
cold  has  checked  the  May  Fly,  and  I  found  the  Wickham 
(dry)  the  best  this  evening.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Some  exceptionally 
fine  trout  have  been  killed  during  the  past  week,  although 
the  baskets  have  not  been  particularly  large.  The 
Whitsun  holidays  brought  a  number  of  visitors  to  the 
river,  especially  on  the  moorland  waters,  where  fish  have 
been  sporting  well  to  the  Red  Palmer.  Several  salmon 
were  hooked  by  Mr.  Angel  and  others,  the  Rev.  C. 
Eickards,  of  Princetown,  killing  two  near  Dartmeet, 
weighing  151b.  and  171b.  respectively.  Lower  down 
towards  Totnes  trout  have  been  taking  the  Black  Fly  and 
gentle.  Mr.  E.  Distin  was]  out  all  day  on  Monday,  and 
basketed  ten  brace  of  nice  fish.  In  the  evening  Mr.  B. 
Ackrell  creeled  eight,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  had  several. 
These  rods  have  had  catches  on  other  evenings,  running  up 
to  a  dozen.  Salmon  are  coming  up  better,  and  on  Monday 
the  net  men  bad  a  good  time,  seventeen  going  to  the 
credit  of  one  boat. — Devonian. 

Derwent,  (Malton,  Yorks.).— The  liver  is  now  in 
splendid  condition  for  fishing.  We  only  want  wormer 
weather  for  expected  good  sport. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  The  streams  were  well 
patronised  during  the  Whitsuntide,  and  on  the  moorland 
rivers  especially  rods  were  numerous.  Sport  improved 
when  the  flood  water  had  gone  off,  and  baskets  taken 
generally  have  teen,  perhaps,  heavier  than  at  anytime 
during  the  season.  A  number  of  fine  trout  were  killed  on 
the  Dart  and  Avon ;  and  last  week,  on  the  streams 
further  south,  and  away  to  the  border,  some  exceptionally 
good  catches  were  made.  On  the  Upper  Tamar  forty 
went  to  the  credit  of  two  gentlemen,  the  Alder  being  the 
best  killer.  The  Carey  and  other  streams  in  the  Ash- 
water  district  are  getting  into  capital  trim,  and  an 
afternoon's  fishing  cn  Saturday  brought  fifty-four  to  one 
red.  Among  these  were  several  J-pounders,  and  there 
were  several  other  baskets  of  from  five  to  ten  brace.  The 
Alder  has  been  the  most  killing  fly  lately,  although  trout 
will  sport  at  a  variety  of  different  1  aits.  The  Lyd,  a 
tributary  of  the  Tamar,  is  well  stocked  with  trout,  and 
anglers  will  do  well  to  pay  a  visit  to  this  stream,  the 
Tavy,  Burne,  Doe,  and  other  rivers  in  the  Lydford 
district.  Creels  have  run  up  to  fifteen  brace,  although 
many_  of  the  fish  run  somewhat  Email.  A  good  deal  of 
worming  has  been  done  on  the  northern  rivers  with  satis- 
factory results,  the  Taw  and  Torridge  yielding  fair  baskets. 
Sport  is  brisk  in  the  Egpesford  district,  where  several 
salmon  have  been  killed.  The  moorland  waters  continue 
to  show  the  best  sport  with  salmon. — Devonian. 

Dove. — Good  sport  has  been  had  the  last  week.  Two 
gentlemen,  staying  at  the  Dovedale  Hotel,  Thorpe,  have 
made  good  baskets  each  day.  May  Fly  expected  out  next 
we^k. — D.  M. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 

'J'here  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  rivers,  but  very  poor  sport 
during  the  past  week,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  cold  north- 
easterly winds. — H. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dulverton).— The  recent  heavy 
storms  have  served_  to  keep  the  rivers  well  suppliei  with 
water,  and,  what  is  unusual  at  this  season,  to  permit 
salmon  to  run  up.  Two  nice  fresh  run  fish  were  taken 
here  a  few  days  since,  and  others  have  since  been  seen. 
For  years  past  we  have  had  low  water  in  June,  but  this 
season  it  is  more  like  March  than  June  fishing. — Blue 
Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Some  very  good  catches 
of  trout  were  made  on  the  fall  of  the  flood  of  Wednesday 
list,  Mr.  G.  G.  Snell  scoring  seventeen  on  tbat  day,  and 
twelve  on  Friday,  several  of  the  fish  running  from  |lb.  to 
lib.  each.  Mr.  G.  Taylor  also  accounted  for  a  dozen  nice 
fish ;  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley,  in  a  couple  of  houra'  early 
morning  fishing,  killed  three,  going  together  over  31b. 
weight.  He  also  had  the  good  luck  to  run  a  jalmon,  but 
being  handicapped  by  trout  tackle,  the  connection  was  of 
very  brief  duration.  Mr.  D.  Theeuwissen,  out  on 
Monday,  had  a  mixed  bag  of  eels  and  trout  (largest  trout, 
lib.).— Red  Pal.mer. 

Pen  District  (Sonth  £>incoInshire,  &c.— The 
we;k-eud  ooened  more  tempting  thin  of  late.  But  bright 
sunshine  was  again  followed  by  leaden  skies.  Flies  are 
still  very  scarce,  and  most  captures  were  by  bottom  fishing. 
A  few  captures  were  made  in  the  district  by  both  methods. 


but  expert  anglers  generally  sought  their  sport  in  more 
favourable  districts. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— A  few  anglers  have 
spent  their  holidays  on  the  waterside  below  Retford.  A 
few  fish  of  decent  size  were  caught,  but  on  the  whole  sport 
was  slow.  Swimming  the  worm  through  the  holes  was 
the  most  popular  method.  Very  little  work  is  done  on  the 
water  above  Retford.  The  Alder  fly  has  made  its 
appearance,  and  insect  life  would  be  prolific  with  more 
sunshine. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bordorgan,  Anglesey).— To  the  few 

anglers  about  over  Whitsuntide  sport  was  very  satisfactory. 
Mr.  Dew  (Bangor)  and  Mr.  Beach  getting  a  dozen 
averaging  Jib. ;  Mr.  Newton,  six  splendid  trout.  On 
Monday  afternoon  and  evening  the  writer  got  a  dozen,  six 
averaging  Jib. ;  and  Mr.  Dew  and  friend  something 
similar;  Mr.  Butter  worth  had  also  good  sport. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— On  May  25  sixty- 
three  fish  (441b.  13oz.)  were  scaled.  Mr.  Crowther  killed 
fourteen,  101b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  thirteen, 
91b.  Soz. ;  Col.  and  Mrs.  Doncaster,  ten,  61b.  2oz. ;  Messrs. 
Allen,  eight,  61b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Craven,  eight,  61b.;  Col. 
Swinton,  three,  21b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Wordsworth,  three, 
lib.  lOoz. ;  Rev.  Harbord,  three,  21b.  2oz.  Theremainirg 
baskets  contained  only  one  fish  each.  On  the  26th  a  total 
of  eighty-one  fish  were  weighed.  Mr.  Crowther  killed 
fifteen,  101b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  Craven,  twenty,  131b.  loz.; 
Messrs.  Allen,  ten,  71b.  Soz. ;  Col.  Doncaster,  seven, 
41b.  12oz.;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  seven,  51b.  Soz.;  Mr. 
Davies,  seven,  51b.  Soz. ;  Col.  Swinden,  five,  31b.  6oz. ; 
Messrs.  Bradbury  and  Taylor,  five,  41b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Words- 
worth, three,  21b.  Soz. ;  Rev.  Harbord,  two,  lib.  Soz.  On 
the  27th  seventy-four  fish  (521b.  12oz.)  were  weighed.  Mr. 
Craven,  twenty,  121b.  4oz. ;  Rev.  Harbord,  eleven, 
81b.  loz.;  Mr.  Crowther,  ten,  71b.  Soz.;  Mr.  R.  L. 
Garnett,  eight,  61b.  2oz. ;  Col.  Doncaster,  seven,  51b.  loz. ; 
Mr.  Nimmo,  six,  41b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Walker,  four,  31b.  2oz. ; 
Col.  Swinton,  three,  21b.  2oz. ;  Messrs.  Bradbury  and 
Taylor,  three,  21b.  Soz.  On  the  28th  102  fish  were 
scaled.  Mr.  Crowther  killed  thirteen,  91b.  loz. ;  Mr. 
Nimmo,  twelve,  91b,  4oz ;  Col.  Doncaster,  twelve, 
91b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Craven,  twelve,  81b.  4oz. ;  Messrs.  Lovell, 
eleven,  71b.  Soz. ;  N.  O'Hankn,  eleven,  71b.  2oz. ; 
Messrs.  Bradbury  and  Taylor,  ten,  71b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr. 
Bromley,  eight,  51b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garner,  six, 
51b.  Soz. ;  Mr,  Webb,  five,  31b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Wordsworth, 
two,  lib,  6oz.  On  the  oOth  fifty-three  fish  were 
weighed :  Mr.  Nimmo,  nine,  51b.  Soz. ;  Col.  Don- 
caster, seven,  51b.  2oz. ;  Messrs.  Bradbury  and  Taylor, 
seven,  61b.  loz. ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  seven,  41b.  12oz. ;  Col. 
Swinton,  five,  41b.  loz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  five, 
31b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Crowther,  four,  31b.  7oz. ;  Mr.  Mills, 
four,  31b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Bromley,  three,  21b.  4oz. ;  and  Mr. 
Walker,  two,  13oz.  The  total  take  for  the  season  up  to 
date  has  been  2317  fish;  average  weight,  ll'loz.  This 
shows  a  marked  improvement  on  previous  years,  both  in 
number  and  the  average  weight  of  fish  weighed.  The 
whole  catch  in  1896  was  2093  fish,  with  an  average  weight 
of  lO  OOoz.  The  take  this  year  already  exceedi  this  by 
over  200  fish,  and  there  is  two  months  more  fishing  yet  to 
be  dore. — Long  Drift. 

Lark  (Icklingham,  &c.).— Very  little  to  report;  the 
weather  still  remains  unsettled.  Boating  seems  to  have 
been  the  order  of  the  day  Whit  Monday.  Although 
several  rods  were  out,  only  a  small  trout  was  caught  with 
fly  and  returned.  Some  nice  pike  were  killed ;  one,  by 
Mr.  E.  Mountain,  of  5Jlb.,  whilst  others  had  several 
smaller  ones.  Water  is  a  little  better  colour  this  week. 
Weed-cutting  has  began  in  this  district.  Warmer  weather 
is  now  wanted  to  improve  sport. — A.  B.  K. 

Lea. — Up  to  this  (Thursday)  evening  there  is  no  news 
as  to  captures  among  the  trout.  But  what  can  be 
expected,  considering  the  execrable  weather.  The  winds 
by  the  riverside  have  been  all  against  the  angler.  The 
rains,  however,  should  greatly  benefit  the  coarse  fish, 
many  of  which  are  now  spawning.  The  river  has  been 
nicely  flushed.  Eels  have  been  caught  in  both  the  upper 
and  the  lower  reaches.  Anglers  are  reminded  that  they 
can  only  take  grayling,  dace,  and  gudgeon  in  this  river 
on  the  16th  inst.,  the  opening  day  on  most  rivers  for 
coarse  fishing.— Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  noted 
trout  streams  are  still  running  high  and  coloured.  The 
weather  has  been  very  rough,  and  rain  and  strong  winds 
have  prevailed,  and  has  been  against  anglers  getting  out. 
At  the  end  of  the  week  the  water  was  getting  lower,  and 
anglers  were  getting  ready  for  the  holidays  ;  but  the 
weather  changed  again,  and  this  holiday  time  has  been  one 
of  the  worst  for  years.  A  few  have  tried  the  worm  and 
maggot,  but  sport  has  been  slow.  With  fine  weather  good 
sport  will  be  had.  May  Fly  season  may  be  said  to  be  a 
failure  this  year.    The  Pinsley  is  stained. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  — 
Rivers  are  now  in  fair  order.  Although  the  first  May  Flies 
were  seen  more  than  a  week  ago  up  to  to-day,  none 
scarcely  could  be  observed,  nor  would  the  trout  look  at 
the  artificial.  This  day  (Wednesday)  a  few  fish  have  been 
taken,  and  the  rise  of  fly  has  considerably  increased,  so 
we  may  have  a  fair  season  after  all.  Weather  has  been, 
and  still  is,  very  changeable,  and  at  times  cold,  with  gales 
of  wind  and  fierce  storms  of  hail  and  rain.  These 
conditions  have  checked  sport.  May  Fly,  Alder,  and 
Vellow  Dun  should  be  best  for  the  day  ;  Spinners,  Coach- 
mans,  Owls,  and  Caddis  for  evening.  Waters  are  just  right 
for  minnow,  which  should  account  for  good  baskets  just 
now.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Tremendous  rains  in  1he 
Oundle  and  Thrapston  districts  have  spoilt  the  Whitsun- 
tide sport,  and  so  increased  the  volume  of  water  in  the 
river  that  it  has  overflowed  its  banks  and  drowned  all  the 
fields  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  rendering  fishing  quite 
impossible  for  a  while. — B.  A,  S. 
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North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— The  holiday  anglers 
had  beautiful  conditions  for  fishing  so  far  as  the  streams 
were  cancerned,  but  unfortunately  Whit  Monday 
turned  out  a  most  uncomfortable  day.  After  noon  it 
began  to  rain,  and  it  ias  scarcely  ceased  until  to-day 
(Wednesday).  In  a  few  ciso  really  good  sport  has  been 
had.  The  Eev.  A.  M.  Fcsbrooke  was  on  the  Churnet 
when  the  Iron  Blue  came  up,  and  he  cartrght  eleven  and  a 
half  brace  on  Fridiy.  Mr.  Walton  had  excellent  sport  on 
the  Blythe,  as  also  did  Mr.  Alfred  Johnson  and  Mr.  F. 
Johnson.  Mr.  Smith  killed  a  few  brace  on  the  same  river 
on  Monday  morning.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  Channer  and 
self  fished  the  Bljthe,  and,  though  there  were  no  May 
Flies  on  the  water,  I  took  several  brace  to  the  artificial 
drake,  fished  sunk.  Mr.  A.  Goodwin  brought  a  handsome 
trout  in  on  Tuesday,  which  weighed  3ilb.,  taken  by  him 
oirthe  Leek  and  Moorland  water  on  the  Churnet.  Mr. 
Mollad  ajso  had  sport  on  the  same  river  at  Froghall.  The 
weather  is  very  windy,  wet,  and  cold,  not  at  all  conducive 
to  bringing  the  drake  up.  We  are  looking  forward  to  its 
appearance.    It  is  up  on  the  Tern. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Onny  and  Flowden  Waters  (Craven  Arms).— 
Wind  north,  varying  from  east  to  west ;  upper  pirt  of 
streams  nearly  clear.  In  the  club  water,  on  the  27th  ult., 
Mr.  Barrett  killed  six  brace.  Mr.  J.  M.  Etches,  on  the  28th, 
ten  brace,  and  a  similar  number  on  the  30th,  On  the 
last  day  Mr.  Plowden,  jun.,  and  Dr.  George  two  brace 
eich.  Little  has  been  done  on  the  hotel  water,  but  the 
advance  guard  of  the  May  Fly  is  in  evidence,  and  fine 
spoit  may  be  had  in  from  six  to  eight  days  from  now. 
Th6_  Orl  and  Black  Gnat  have  accounted  for  most  fish 
during  the  past  week.  On  that  portion  of  the  Eiver  Clun 
running  near  the  place  of  that  name,  my  informant  told 
me  on  Friday  last  that  he  had  caught  thirteen  trout,  all 
with  May  Fly  or  worm. — Teuth. 

Otter  (Salterton,  Devon).  —  To-day  (June  1)  and 
yesterday  it  has  been  squally,  unsettled  weather,  heavy 
storms  of  cold  rain  occurring  at  intervals  throughout  the 
day,  and  the  wind  blowing  violently  downstream.  The 
fish  have  scarcely  risen  at  all,  and  very  light  creels  have 
been  the  result.  The  river  is  in  excellent  order  for  the 
fly.    Where  it  is  allowed,  the  worm  is  killing. — Heron. 

Onse  (Denver).— There  has  been  some  very  fair  sport 
here  during  the  holidays,  and  several  visitors  lave 
patronised  the  waters.  Judging  from  all  appearances  the 
coming  season  ought  to  be  most  favourable. — Water 
Wagtail. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  in  splendid  condition,  and 
tmxrt  showers  have  done  a  lot  of  good.  On  the  Dart  several 
good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  reported,  also  salmon  have 
run  well  up  the  nver.  The  Meavy  has  run  rather  fine, 
but  the  nice  showers  of  to-day  will  soon  make  it  pick  up 
again.  The  Tavy  has  yielded  soma  fine  baskets  of  trout, 
also  a  good  numb.r  of  peal,  ranging  from  21b.  to  51b.,  have 
been  taken.  Serjeant  Eitchie,  a  well-known  and 
an  enthusiastic  fisherman,  had  the  first  salmon  for  the 
season;  it  weighed  10 Jib.,  and  was  in  perfect  condition; 
he  has  also  had  several  nice  peal ;  these  were  all  landed 
from  the  Tavy.— W.  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— To  the  very  great  d  sippointment  of  the  large 
number  of  excursionists  who  make  a  point  of  visiting  this 
pretty  neighbourhood  at  holiday  time  for  angling  purposes, 
the  weather  throughout  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  has  been 
most  inclement  and  unseasonable.  The  wind  has  been 
bitterly  cold,  and  storms  of  hail  and  rain  very  frequent,  so 
that,  with  all  these  rivers  out  of  condition,  anglers  have 
iodeed  hid  a  very  bad  time  during  the  past  week,  and 
none  but  enthusiasts  have  had  the  tjmerity  to  venture  out 
on  the  river  side,  and  even  these  have  had  but  the  very 
poorest  of  poDr  spoit  to  reward  them,  which,  under  such 
circumsbanoes,  cannot  be  wondered  at. — Vyrnwy. 

Snowdon  Ranger  Hotel  (near  Carnarvon).— 
As  regards  the  fishing,  I  may  say  the  weather  has  I  em 
lather  against  spoitsmen,  although  a  nice  few  have  been 
landed.  The  trout  here  are  Loch  Levens,  of  very  sweet 
flavour,  but  not  large,  say,  about  Jib.  Char  are  also  in  this 
lake,  and  the  best  month  in  the  year  for  this  fish  is 
September.  Trout  take  the  fly  best  in  April,  May, 
June,  July,  August,  and  September.  —  William  e' 
Webster. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  fates  have 
granted  us  a  fine  Whitsuntide  in  most  districts,  and  with 
rivers  in  good  order  sjme  gocd  sport  has  resulted.  Good 
dace  have  been  taken  with  the  fly,  especially  in  the 
Hamsey  portion  of  the  Ouse.  A  Lewes  angler  while  fly 
fishing  for  dace  hooked  a  splendid  trout,  and  after  twenty 
mmutes'  exciting  play  had  the  misfortune  to  slip  down 
the  bank,  and  with  the  usual  result— a  slack  lioe  and  a 
break  away.  Trout  up  to  31b.  have  been  caught  during 
the  holidays  with  fly  or  by  spinning  with  a  phantom  or 
a  Silver  Devon.  Some  few  anglerj  tried  the  Eother, 
spinning  with  natural  and  artificial  lures— the  Devon 
Minnow  took  precedence— the  takes  by  three  anglers 
being  two  and  a  half  brace,  weighing  2|lb.  ;  one  and  a 
half  brace,  lib.  4oz. ;  and  a  brace  cf  lib.  fish,  respectively. 
From  the  west  Sussex  streams  a  nice  trout  of  31b.  2oz  j 
a  brace  of  23lb.  fish,  and  several  over  lib.  are  recorded. 
The  harbour  fishermen  have  had  sport  with  the  smelt  and 
a  few  small  bass.  With  the  advent  of  the  larger  bass, 
smelt  fishing  will  soon  be  at  an  end.— George  F 
Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Eivers  still  up  and  in  good 
conoi  ion.  The  Lyuton  Eailway  oirries  many  fishermen 
out  to  the  various  streams  just  opened  up.  The  catches 
are  not  numerous,  but  gocd  sport  with  those  hooked. 
Sain  on  and  peil  running  up.  The  otter  hounds  have  been 
verv  busy,  and  found  and  killed  in  the  streams  around 
Ba  titaple.  I  saw  a  trout  of  21b.  4|oz.  killed  in  the  Bray 
on  Tuesday,  and  heaid  of  another  taken  at  night  with  a 
bkckbeetle.  Some  gent!emen  have  had  sport  with  the 
minnow,  but  the  flies  killing  are  Pheasant  Tail, 
Busty  Blufs,  Alders,  and  Califomias.    A  gentleman 


writes  me  that  he  took  fifty-eight  trout  on  Monday, 
weighing  25Jlb.,  with  Yellow  Dun  or  proper  Half  Stone. — 
El'sty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).  — The  liver 
continues  in  very  good  condition.  We  have  had  a  lot  of 
rain  just  recently.  Good  takes  of  trout  are  being  made, 
and  salmon  are  numerous  in  the  pools. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  high  and  coloured,  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fly 
fishing.  The  water  on  Sunday  had  lowered,  and  was 
clearing  nicely,  but  more  rain  was  had,  accompanied  by 
strong  cold  winds,  and  the  waterrose  again.  The  weather 
this  week  has  been  all  against  angling,  and  only  a  few  rods 
have  been  out,  and  they  hive  used  the  worm  and  maggot. 
If  it  will  take  up  fine  there  is  ever  prospect  of  some  sport 
in  this  district,  and  good  lota  of  fish  will  be  taken,  as  the 
flush  of  water  has  moved  the  fish,  as  can  be  seen  by  the 
large  fish  taken  by  those  who  have  used  the  worm.  Very 
few  flies  have  been  on,  and  the  May  Fly  is  still  absent, 
and  there  is  now  very  little  hopes  of  any  good  Cadow 
season.  At  the  end  of  last  week  some  fine  eels  were  taken 
in  the  fish  traps  at  the  mills,  some  of  them  scaling  over 
2jlb.  each.  On  Saturday  some  trout  over  lib.  each  were 
landed  with  the  worm.  One  angler  took  three  that  scaled 
2ilb.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwjche  are  all 
stained,  and  fishing  has  been  good  in  the  Corve  with  the 
worm.    The  prospects  for  sport  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  thj  water  is  running 
high  and  muddy,  and  seldom  has  there  been  such  a  cold 
Whitsuntide,  and  so  few  anglers  out.  The  weather  has 
been  wet,  with  strong  winds  blowing,  and  very  few  rods 
have  been  out.  Fly  fishing  is  at  a  standstill  at  present, 
and  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  May  Fly  season,  as  the 
cold  and  rough  water  has  nearly  destroyed  all  thj  baits. 
— Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury).— The  Green  Drake  was  on 
here  in  very  good  numbers  on  Saturday  last,  but  the 
Alder  proved  the  best  artificial.  Several  anglers  have 
been  out  here,  amongst  others  being  Messrs.  Simmons, 
Galpine,  Vaux,  Brown,  Morgan,  Johnson,  &c.  Best  flies : 
Green  and  Gray  Drake,  Alder,  Eed  and  Sherry  Spinner, 
and  Black  Gnat. — F.  L. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— Eivers 
are  in  splendid  order  for  fishing  just  now.  Trout  have 
been  running  very  well  to  the  minnow  during  the  last 
couple  of  weeks,  and  some  very  good  baskets  have  been 
caught.  Trout  rise  to  the  fly  best  during  the  evening  and 
morning  just  now.    We  have  a  few  salmon  up. — Pont- 

SENNY. 

Welland  (Deeping).— Mr,  William  Eobinson,  the 
fishery  keeper,  whilst  spritting  down  the  river  in  his  boat 
last  week,  accidentally  struck  a  fish,  which  hung  to  his 
sprit,  and  Wis  landed  in  his  boat.  It  is  supposed  to  be  a 
blue-eyed  eel,  or  lamprey,  msisuring  2Jrt,  long,  and 
weighing  between  21b.  and  31b.  It  is  said  to  be  over 
fourteen  years  since  a  fish  of  this  kind  and  size  was  seen 
in  these  waters. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  &o.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).- The  upper 
Witham  towards  Grantham,  and  the  waters  towards 
Sleaford,  have  had  attention  during  the  holidays,  and 
several  nice  dbhes  of  fish  are  reported.  Two  or  three 
brace  only,  however,  have  been  among  the  bfst.  The 
waters  between  Market  Easen  and  the  Witham  have  had 
their  visitors.  The  stream  by  Barlings  Abbey  is  said  to 
have  jielded  best.  Anglers  are  loofa'ng  forward  anxiously 
for  the  opening  of  the  coarse  sfasjn  a  little  over  a  week 
hence. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Heavy  showers 
continue  to  fall  at  intervals  and  discolour  these  streams, 
and  they  are  yet  too  hi^h  for  fly  fishing.  A  cold  wind 
also  prevails,  which  is  keeping  back  the  May  Fly  ;  only  a 
few  have  been  seen  at  present,  and  it  will  be  June  9  or  10 
before  trout  wiU  take  them  on  these  rivers.  Several  nice 
baskets  have  been  taken  from  the  Wye,  andupperpoitions 
of  the  Derwett  The  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  has  also 
yielded  a  few  nice  fish,  mostly  taken  by  bottom  fishing, 
from  those  parts  where  it  is  allowed.  The  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  produced  the 
best  fish.  A  gentleman  from  Nottingham  obtained  two 
and  a  half  brace,  one  of  these  3lb.,  and  another  21b.,  and 
lib.  each  the  other  three  fish.  To-day  (Wednesday)  two 
gentlemen  from  the  same  place  have  landed  five  or  six  fish, 
ranging  from  Jib.  to  1  Jib.  each.  Others  have  also  taken 
some  very  good  trout.  The  following  flies  will  be  useful : 
Ash  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  Dotterel,  Bumbles,  and  Sand  Fly. 
— Dotterel. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

—During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  adverse  to 
angling.  Nevertheless,  the  following  good  baskets  have 
been  made  :  On  the  23rd  ult..  Col.  Dicken,  C.B.,  on  Loch 
Cama,  two  and  a  half  dozen  trout,  lOJlb.  On  24th,  Mr. 
Keith  Murray,  Crieff,  cn  Loch  Urigili,  a  fine  bas'jet  of 
14!b.  On  25th,  Mr.  acd  Mrs.  Halcro,  Sunderland,  twenty 
trout,  8lb. ;  Col.  Dicken,  on  TJrigill,  a  basket  of  12Jlb. ; 
and  Mr.  Keith  Murray,  on  Cama,  two  dozen,  71b.  On 
26th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halcro,  on  Cama,  twenty  trout,  Sib.  ; 
Mr.  Keith  Murray,  on  Urigili,  twenty-eight  trout,  OJlb.  ; 
and  Col.  Dicken,  on  Boarlan,  ten  trout,  41b.  On  27th, 
Col.  Dicken,  on  UrigiU,  thirty-eight  trout,  lljlb.  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Halcro,  on  Cama,  twenty  trout,  91b.  ;  acd  Mr. 
Campbell  Gibson,  Edinburgh,  in  two  hours,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  fifteen  trout,  5lb.  On  28th,  Col.  Dicken,  on 
Cama,  twenty-five  trout,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  on 
Cama,  twenty-five  trout,  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  Halcro,  on' 
Urigili,  three  dozen,  91b.  On  Monday  this  week  several 
good  takes  were  made,  which  will  be  given  in  next  report. 
— B. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

Although  the  weather  has  been  very  cold  and  Isoisterous, 
gODd  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  neighbouring  lochs. 
May  23,  Master  E,  Straker  landed  a  61b.  salmon  on  LcgU 


Naver  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  Loch  Ellanach,  had 
81b.  trout  ;  and  Me  sirs.  Bond,  on  Looh  Xaver,  five  trout, 
31b.  On  24th,  Messrs.  Bond,  on  L.  Maddie,  101b.  trout  ; 
and  on  2otb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .straker,  on  L.  Kllanach,  91b. 
On  26th,  Messrs.  Uond,  on  L.  Coulside,  "lb.  ;  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  L.  Breacbuidhe,  twenty-nne  trout, 
71b.  On  27th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melly  ,on  L.  Maddie,  6Jlb. 
trout ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  L.  Loyal,  eleven  trout, 
lljlb.  ;  and  Messrs.  Bond,  on  L.  Tarvie,  seventeen  trout, 
lOlb.  On  28th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  L.  Hallam, 
twenty-three  trout,  101b.  ;  Master  E.  Straker  and  Mies 
Hilda  Straker,  on  L.  Naver,  nine  trout,  51b.  ;  Messrs. 
Bond,  on  L.  Loyal,  4^\h.  ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melly,  on 
L.  Breacbuidhe,  SJlb.  This  day  was  stormy,  and  boata 
were  blown  off  lochs. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— During  the  last  ten 
days  the  weather  has  shown  marie  1  improvement,  but, 
notwichstandiDg  this  change  for  the  batter,  sea  trout  are 
not  making  much  headway  either  in  the  Esk  or  Liddle  ; 
indeed,  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  there  is  still  a 
scarcity  of  sea  trout  in  the  Solway.  Much  damage  is 
being  caused  to  the  fishing  in  Longtown  water  and  the 
lower  reaches  through  the  appearance  of  chub  and  dace. 
A  keen  desire  exists  among  angler.s  that  the  first  named 
description  of  fish  shall  be  netted  and  cleared  out  as  far 
as  possible. _  Eecently  the  most  (uicessful  fishing  has 
taken  placa  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  The  nights 
continue  to  be  cold,  and  in  const  qaence  night  fishing  has 
not  commenced  yet.  Several  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
have  been  got  both  ia  the  Linghol«i  water  and  also  in 
the  mid  reaches,  and  the  Byreburn  section  has  yielded  a 
fair  number  of  yellow  trout.  Sea  trout  are  scarce  in  the 
Esk.  Some  good  takes  of  yellow  trout  have  been  liad  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  Graham,  Crook- 
holm,  has  been  faii  ly  successful  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Liddle.  Fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Skipper's 
Bridge,  on  the  Esk,  Mr.  J.  Harkness  caught  several 
pounds  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  Murry,  and 
others  have  had  average  tikes  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
Langholm  water.  Several  gentlemen  staying  at  Lang- 
holm crossed  the  mc^or  by  Mr.  Djuglas's  Liddesdale 
coach  to  the  Hermitage  water  on  Monday  last,  the  first 
day  of  the  coaching  tours,  when  some  fine  yellow  trout 
were  taken  from  that  historic  stream. — Gilnockie. 

Breadalbane  Arms  (Aberfeldy).— Mr.  Gordon, 
fishing  Loch-na-Craig  on  Friday,  cot  a  nice  basket  of 
eleven  trout.  Mr.  Kidd,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig,  caught 
twenty-six  trout,  9lb. — Alex.  Nicol. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Angling 
conditions  got  so  unfavourable,  and  sport  so  nnprolitic, 
that  it  was  almost  relinquished,  and  several  anglers  left  for 
the  south,  but  it  now  shows  signs  of  reviving.  On  .30th 
u't.,  on  Mr.  E.  T.  Coupland's  rod,  Messrs.  James  Wilson 
and  John  Matheson  landed  at  least  five  salmon  on  the 
Gruicards  water;  while  Mr.  W.  AUis  Smith,  of  Glen- 
calvie,  had  one  on  ths  upper  waters  on  28th.  To  show  the 
severity  of  the  weather  for  the  end  of  May,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  in  the  inland  districts  snow  lay  on  the 
ground  down  to  the  houses. — B. 

Conon  (Ross-shire).— Fishing  on  the  Strathpeffer 
Sfa  Hotel  water  last  week,  Mr.  Jessopp  had  a  nice  salmon 
of  lljlb.  weight,  and  he  had  also  good  sport  upon  Loch 
Linohart,  killing  over  thirty  trout.  Messrs.  Wyer  and 
Clark  and  Dr.  Smith,  also  from  the  Spa  Hotel,  were 
likewise  fortunate  in  getting  a  number  of  nice  trout  on  the 
days  they  were  upon  this  loch.  With  the  recent  rains  the 
prospects  of  improved  sport  upon  the  Conon  are  much 
better. — A.  Wallace. 

Conon  Bridge  Hotel  (Conon,  N.B.).— In  common 
with  other  northern  ttreams  the  Conon  has  been  so  low 
that  there  was  but  a  very  remote  chauze  of  success  in 
salmon  angling.  Trout,  however,  are  improving  ia  con- 
dition and  affording  fair  sport.  On  27th  ult.,  Mr.  Gaston 
Duplessie,  Leamington,  and  Mr.  Keppel  Pultney, 
Leamiagton,  lessees  of  the  Brahan  Castle  water,  were  out. 
The  former  got  eight  trout,  91b.,  besides  a  salmon  of- 
8Jlb. ;  while  the  latter  lauded  six  trout,  7Jlb.,  and  a 
salmon  weighing  lljlb. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  — For  the  week  up  to 
Wednesday  the  water  was  very  low,and  fishing  at  a  stand- 
still. On  Wednesday,  however,  rain  fell  heavily  early  in 
the  morning,  and  continued  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  day.  The  watsr  rose,  and  became  a  little  spaty.  Of 
late  fish  have  ceased  to  ascind,  but  now  that  the  weather 
is  getting  milder  and  freer  of  frost  no  doubt  fish  will  take 
to  the  river.  We  hear  of  only  one  salmon,  killed  a  week 
ago,  by  Mr.  Eawlinscn,  on  the  Beldorney  water,  weighing 
71b.  That  gentleman  had  also  fair  baskets  of  trout.  On 
the  coast  the  yield  from  the  stake  nets  at  the  variois 
stations  was  s  ightly  better.  On  Tuesday  a  box  of  ten 
salmon  and  six  trout  left  for  the  market,  and  on 
Wednesday  a  box  of  seven  salmon  and  three  trout.  No 
giilse  have  been  got  this  week. — H.  W. 

Gaive  Hotel  Waters  (via  Dingwall.  N.B.).— 
The  weather  is  now  improving,  and  so  is  the  state  of  the 
water,  but  for  a  time  everything  was  so  adverse  that  littl ) 
or  no  angling  was  done.  On  the  28th  ult  ,  Mr.  AUport 
fished  Loch  Linchart,  and  caught  nine  trout,  aggregating 
81b.— B. 

Inchnadamph   Hotel  (Sutherland).— May  14, 

Surgeon-Major  Bartlett,  Loch  Awe,  twenty-seven  trout, 
8ib.  May  16,  Surgeon-Major  Bartlett,  Assynt,  four  trout, 
41b. ;  Rev.  J.  Euggan,  River  Inver,  four  trout,  4lb.,  and 
one  salmon,  81b.  May  21,  Rev.  J.  Euggan,  Loch  Awe, 
twenty-seven  trout,  9ib. ;  Major  Bartlett,  Kiver  Inver, 
fourteen  trout,  81b.  May  24,  Major  Bartlett,  Eiver  Inver, 
twenty-four  trout,  9lb.  May  25,  Major  Bartlett,  H. 
Assynt,  three  trout,  IJlb.,  and  one  salmon,  SJlb.  May  27, 
Major  Bartlett,  Loch  Awe,  fifty-thiea  trout,  lllb.  May  28, 
Major  Bartlett,  H.  Assynt,  eight  trout,  61b.;  Mr.  Wm. 
Wallace,  River  Inver,  seven  trout,  6|lb.,  .heaviest  31b. 
Trout  are  now  in  very  good  condition,  and  are  taking  the 
fly  well,— W,  Wallace, 
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Lochboisdale  Hotel  (South  Uist).— May  23,  Capt. 

Ward,  oa  Looh  Squaribh,  3|lb.  brown  trout;  Messrs. 
Tod  and  Aylmer,  oa  Bornish,  2Jlb.  4th,  Messrs.  Tod 
and  Aylmer,  on  One  Tree  Lccb,  21b.  25th,  Messrs. 
Aylmer  and  Tod,  on  Loch  Coraigeimaaisr,  111b. ;  Col. 
Stuart,  on  Goose  Loch,  4Jlb. ;  Capt.  Ward,  on  Loch 
StuUavanl,  51b.  2Gth,  Messrs.  Tod  and  Aylmer,  on 
Bornish,  31b. ;  Capt.  Ward,  on  Squaribh,  2Ib.  27th, 
Messrs.  Tod  and  Aylmer.  on  Upper  Kildonan,  91b. ; 
Capt.  Ward,  on  Boroish,  9ilb.  28th,  Messrs.  Aylmer  and 
Tod,  on  Loch  Coraigeimsaig,  131b.  ;  Capt.  Ward,  on 
Stullavaul,  4 Jib. ;  Messrs.  B.  and  D.  Macgregor,  on  Upper 
Kildonan,  91b.;  Mr.  Collier,  on  Bornish,  21b.;  Mrs. 
Collier  and  Miss  Galloway,  on  Goose  Loch,  2ilb. 

Lochleveu  (Kinross).— Excellent  fly  fishing  still 
continues,  though  the  weather  conditions  have  proved 
less  favourable  than  on  the  previous  week,  cloud  and  sun- 
shine alternating  with  south-easterly  winds.  On  Tuesday 
the  weather  became  showery,  with  thunder  iu  the  air. 
The  following  catches  were  nearly  all  made  with  fly  :  Mr. 
J.  B.  Mills  and  Mr.  W.  Scott,  Dundee,  brought  their 
week's  fisbiag  to  a  close  on  Wedneiday  last  week,  whem 
their  catch  was  292  trout,  1831b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Eadie,  Paisley, 
thirty-five,  271b.  ;  Mr.  Sloan,  Glasgow,  three  days,  sixty- 
five,  431b. ;  Mr.  Smith,  Dundee,  twcnby-six,  191b.  8jz.  ; 
Mr.  Lothian,  Edinburgh,  thirty-three,  171b. ;  Mr.  Steel, 
Perth,  two  days,  forty-four,  381b. ;  Mr.  Shielsand  Mr.  W. 
Dtwar,  Edinburgh,  seventeen,  141b.  12oz.  ;  Messrs.  Baird, 
Dollar,  twanty-nine,  201b. ;  Mr.  Blair  and  Mr.  Ferguson, 
Glasgow,  twenty,  161b. ;  Mr.  Fleming  and  Mr.  Gibson, 
Dollar,  twenty-nine,  241b.  Mr.  Kelsill,  Stirling,  twenty- 
five,  191b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Wynne,  Perth,  fifty-two,  301b. ;  Admiral 
Campbell  and  Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  twenty-eight, 
191b. ;  Mr.  Gibson,  Edinburgh,  and  friend,  two  days,  forty- 
eight,  321b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Hutton,  Edinburgh  thirty,  161b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Menzies,  Edinburgh,  thirty,  211b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  Lamb.  Newcastle,  seventeen,  111b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Bram- 
■well  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  Newcastle-on-Tjne,  in  three  days, 
seventy-four,  621b. ;  Mr.  Isherwood,  Heywood,  and  Mr.  J. 
Walker,  J.P.,  Mirwood,  three  days,  fifty-three,  341b.  12oz. ; 
Mr.  Allan  and  Mr.  W.  Harvey,  Glasgow,  eighteen, 
111b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Wyse,  Edinburgh, 
twenty-one,  131b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  Manchester,  and  Mr! 
Pindlay,  Edinburgh,  two  days,  thirty-seven,  241b.  8oz.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laird,  London,  two  days,  forty-two,  301b. ; 
Sir  George  Elliot,  two  days,  sixty-five,  551b.  12oz.  ;  Mr. 
F.  G.  Falknsr,  Bowden,  two  days,  twenty-one,  151b.  ;  Dr. 
Gordon  Price,  Edinburgh,  sixteen,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Jamieson, 
Dublin,  two  days,  thirty-seven,  231b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Gretnwell 
and  Mr.  Norris,  Manchester,  fourteen,  91b.;  Mr. 
Dixon  and  Mr.  Carrick,  Glasgow,  nineteen,  131b. 
On  Monday  a  match  between  teams  representing  the 
Bridge  of  AUan  and  Edinburgh  Amateur  Clubs,  six  rods 
a-side,  was  held,  when  the  captures  and  weights  were  : 
Bridge  of  Allan,  seventy-one  trout,  481b.  loz.  ;  Amateur, 
seventy  trout,  381b. ;  _  Bridge  of  AUan  thus  won  by 
101b.  loz.  The  heaviest  creel  for  which  a  prize  was 
awarded  fell  to  Mr.  Pullar,  Bridge  of  Allan,  who  had 
eighteen  trout,  12ib.  13oz.  Other  clubs  that  had  fairly 
gcod  sport  were  :  Glasgow  Wanderers,  fifteen  rods 
captured  108  trout,  741b.  12oz. ;  first  prii;e,  Mr.  J.  Gordon, 
nine  trout,  101b.  8oz.  Perth,  twelve  rods  captured  146 
trout,  861b.  loz.  ;  first,  Mr.  R.  Bell,  twenty  trout, 
101b.  9oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  twenty  trout, 
91b.  14oz.  There  were  caught  with  the  rod  last  month 
6740  trout,  giving  a  weight  of  48891b.  8oz.,  which  is  the 
best  result  obtained  in  May  since  1893. — Robeet  Laing 
(Kinross). 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Weather 
very  cold,  with  north  winds.  River  very  low,  and  sport 
with  the  rod  poor,  but  nettings  at  river  mouth  slightly 
improving.  On  Monday  week.  Col.  Fryer,  Dalviaa  Lodge, 
landed  a  salmon  on  text  No.  3.  On  Tuesday,  Dr.  Turner, 
Syre  Lodge,  had  a  grilse  of  3ilb.  on  No.  3.  On  Wednes- 
day, got  a  121b.  salmon,  No.  4.  Rest  cf  the  week  blank. 
— B. 

North-Hast  of  Scotland.— The  weather  has  been 
on  the  whole  somewhat  cold  and  unsettled  for  the  season 
of  the  year,  with  occasional  thunder  pelts,  hetce  there 
has  been  a  consideiable  falling  off  of  sport  on  the 
Banohory  and  lower  reaches.  On  the  Fife  Arms,  Braemar, 
Mr.  Wilson  creeled  two,  of  CJlb.  and  111b. ;  three,  of  5|lb., 
ejlb.,  and  71b.  ;  and  two,  of  6|lb.  and  81b. ;  while  Mr. 
Smith  had  one  of  lUb.,  one  of  51b.,  and  one  of  7Ib. ;  Mr. 
Randall,  one  of  71b. ;  and  Mr.  McPherson,  one  of  6ilb. 
On  the  Lower  Invercauld  water,  Mrs.  Henry  Storey  had 
two,  of  61b.  and  101b.  ;  one  of  121b. ;  and  Mr.  Henry 
Storey,  one  of  81b. ;  while  Capt.  Lillingstone  landed  two, 
of  7Jlb.  and  8Jlb.  ;  one  of  6^1b.,  and  two,  71b.  and  81b. ; 
Capt.  Ritchie,  two,  of  61b.  and  741b. ;  two,  6Jlb.  and  71b. ; 
and  six,  scaling  from  61b.  to  7ilb.  On  the  Upper  Inver- 
cauld section,  Col.  Morland  had  two,  of  81b.  each  ;  and 
two,  of  71b.  and  81b  ,  on  another  occasion.  The  sport  in 
these  upper  parts  has  really  been  something  excellent. 
On  the  Balmoral  waters  several  of  the  Court  party  have 
been  on  the  river  daily,  and  some  capital  sport  obtained. 
On  the  Birkhall  waters,  Capt.  Campbell  and  Lieuts. 
Thorpe  and  McDonald  have  met  with  fair  success. 
On  the  Ballater,  Cambus  O'May,  and  Glentana  sections 
there  has  been  a  slight  falling  off  from  the  maguificent 
records  lately  made.  During  April  and  up  till  the  middle 
of  May  160  fish  were  creeled  on  the  Glentana  waters  in 
five  weeks'  fishing.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  water,  Aboyne, 
Mr.  Whitehead,  an  old  hand  and  one  of  the  first  to  intro- 
duce the  natural  bait  for  salmon  on  the  Dee,  creeled  six 
fish  during  the  week,  scaling  81b.,  101b.,  81b.,  101b,  161b., 
and  201b. ;  while  Capt.  Stswart  had  three,  of  71b.,  81b.', 
and  101b. ;  and  Sir  Douglas  Gordon  one  of  101b.  On 
the  Castle  water  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  and  party 
have  enjoyed  a  very  good  season  all  through,  and 
had  several  fish  last  week  ranging  from  61b.  to  101b. 
On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section  there  has  been  some 
changes  of  tenants,  and  several  arrivals  are  still  due.  On 


the  Carlogie  section,  Mr.  Haslaui,  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson  and 
others  have  had  fair  sport,  which  would  have  hem  better 
under  steadier  weather  conditions.  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson, 
Inohmarlo,  met  with  a  rather  serious  accident  while  cycling 
to  his  water  the  other  day,  which  has  laid  him  up  for  the 
nonce.  A  very  fair  supply  of  salmon,  grike,  and  sea  trout 
are  being  got  on  the  coast  daily,  the  salmon  aveia^ing  101b. 
and  111b.,  grilse,  21b.  2oz.,  and  sea  trout,  IJlb.  The  batch 
of  poachers  cinght  iu  the  Aboyne  district  were  up  before 
the  sheriff  last  week,  and  Harvey,  the  ringleader,  and  a 
noted  character,  was  mulcted  In  £10,  or  thirty  days ; 
while  the  other  three  were  put  in  at  £6,  or  tweuty  oae 
days.  The  body  of  the  poacher  who  was  drowned  in  the 
Don  three  weeks  ago  was  got  on  Sunday  last,  with  the  game 
bag  firmly  clutched  in  his  hand,  in  which  there  were 
seveial  trout. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lair^,  If.B.).— 
Amongst  ths  best  baskets  recently  made  were  the 
following  :  On  27th  ult.  Miss  Potts  (Laswade)  and  Miss 
Macintyre  (Edinburgh)  fished  Loch  Griam,  and  got  fifteen 
trout,  averaging  about  Jib.  each.  Other  baskets  during 
the  week  included  eighteen  trout,  61b.,  by  Mr.  Elliot,  on 
Loch  Griam.  Mr.  Chad  wick  (Carlisle),  in  two  hours' 
fishing,  had  four  trout,  IJlb.  On  25th,  Mr.  'W'ood  (Shrop- 
shire) landed  twenty-one  fine  trout  on  Loch  Griam  ;  and 
Mr.  and  Miss  Scott,  in  two  hours,  on  Mid-Shin,  eight  fine 
trout.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Mr.  Chadwick'(Carlisle), 
in  one  hour,  on  Loch  Griam,  had  three  trout,  lib.  ■  and 
Mr.  Elliot,  on  Flag  beat,  Loch  Shin,  fifteen  trout,  SJlb. 
— B. 

Bhiconich  Hotel.— May  11,  Rev.  G.  Landon,  Na 
Feohial,  nine  trout ;  Mr.  Paterson,  three.  12th,  Rev.  G. 
Landon,  Inchard,  nine.  13tb,  Rev.  G.  Landon,  Hill, 
seven ;  Mr.  Paterson,  Fechial,  three.  14th,  Rev.  G.' 
Landon,  No.  1  and  Inchard,  three  sea  trout  and  seven 
trout;  Mr.  Paterson,  Na  Hula,  two  sea  trout  and  three 
trout.  16th,  Rev.  G.  Landon,  Socha,  thirty  trout ;  Rev. 
S.  G.  Scott,  Fechial,  two;  Mr.  Paterson,  Na  Hula,  four 
S3a  trout  and  three  trout.  17th,  Rev.  G.  Landon,  No.  1, 
eight  trout ;  Mr.  Paterson,  No.  2,  five.  18th,  Rev.  g! 
Landon,  Skerraha,  twenty-six ;  Mr.  Paterson,  No.  2 
niae ;  Mr.  Scott,  No.  3,  two.  l^th.  Rev.  G.  Landon,' 
Skerraha,  twelve ;  Mr.  Paterson,  No.  1,  ten.  21st,  RevI 
G.  Landon,  Inchard,  eighteen  sea  trout,  ten  trout.  '22nd, 
Mr.  Paterson,  G.  More,  six  trout ;  Rev.  G.  Landon,  No.  2* 
twenty-seven;  Rev.  S.  G.  Scott,  No.  3,  nine.  23rd,  Rev! 
G.  Landon,  No.  4,  thirty-three;  Miss  Scott,  Skerraha! 
four;  24th,  Rev.  G.  Landon,  Hill,  thirty-three;  Mr! 
Paterson,  Na  Hula,  forty-six. — Jos.  Smith, 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Only  two  salmon  caught 
during  the  past  week.  They  were  landed  by  the  lessee. 
Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devonshire! 
Prospects  improving. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  are  exceed- 
ingly low  and  clear  this  week,  and  angling  has  been  very 
poor  indeed  on  all  the  different  rivers  of  the  district.  The 
weather  for  a  few  days  past  has  been  very  much  against 
trout  rising.     Your  correspondent  was  on  the  higher 
waters  of  the  Cairn  of  Galloway,  on  Tuesday  cf  this 
week,  and  found  the  water  extremely  low  and  clear.  For 
a  fortnight  nothing  worth  reporting.    On  a  stretch  of  ten 
miles  along  the  river  not  a  single  angler  thought  it  worth 
while  attempting  to  throw  a  fly  during  the  daytime.  An 
odd  trout  or  two  have  been  caught  after  dark  with  fly,  and 
it  is  said  that  the  worm  fished  late  at  night  has  accounted 
for  some  good  baskets.    Very  few  anglers,  however, 
condescend  to  fish  with  worm  at  night;  indeed,  it  is 
condemned  as  unsportsmanlike.    In  the  Annan  an  odd  sea 
trout  is  now  being  caught  with  fly  late  in  the  evening,  but 
the  sea  trout  never  make  much  of  a  show  in  the  Sol  way 
rivers  until  June  is  nearing  a  close.   A  few  yellow  trout, 
the  heaviest  being  about  lib.  in  weight,  have  been  caught 
with  fly  at  dusk.    The  Nith  has  not  been  doing  well,  and 
on  many  of_  the    different  waters    angling   is   at  a 
standstill  until  rain  falls  to  freshen  up  the  streams. 
Sea   trout  are   said   to   be   showing   in   the  upper 
waters  of  the  Nith  near  Sanquhar.    Mr.  Bone  killed 
one    last    week    at    Kellsfoot,    and    small  catches 
of  yellow  trout  are  reported  here  and  there.    Two  salmon 
were  taken  in  the  Longtown  water  of  the  Esk,  but  the 
particular  lure  with  which  they  were  taken  has  not  been 
reported.    The  Galloway  rivers  are  also  low,  and  little  is 
repDited.    The  Urr  is  too  small,  and  the  waters  are  very 
clear.    Last  week-end  a  few  small  yellow  trout  was  the 
amount  of  sport  had.    The  Ken  afforded  fair  sport  a  week 
ago,  when  a  number  of  rods  had  catches  of  yellow  ( rout 
with  worm,  on  Stewart  tackle.    The  lochs  of  Galloway 
are  fishing  fairly  well.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  had  some 
good  sport  last  week  on  Loch  Harrin.    On  the  Garple 
water,  as  also  on  the  Deuch  and  other  streams,  a 
few  trout  have  been    picked  up   with  worm.  The 
Ayrshire  lochs  are  doing  well,  and  some  of  the  rods 
have    had  good  sport.      Mention    may  be  made  cf 
Mr.  R.  Payton,  staying  at  Eglinton  Hotel,  Dalmalington. 
Mr.  Payton  killed  191  yellow  trout  from  the  24th  to  28th 
ult.  on  Loch  Doon.     Mr.  Timpany,  Liverpool,  fishing 
from  the  Eglinton  Hotel  boat,  killed  sixty-five  trout  on 
the  same  loch  on  Saturday  ;  and  Mr.  Gemmell,  who  was 
out  a  short  afternoon,  had  twenty-six  brown  trout. 
Several  other  rods  have  had  some  fair  sport  on  the  same 
loch.    The  month  of  June  ii  generally  considered  one  of 
the  bfst  months  for  Loch  Dood.    The  trout  are  very 
plentiful,  and  although  not  large  (about  four  to  the 
pound)  their  numbers  soon  make  a  heavy  basket,  if  the 
angler  is  out  when  the  rise  is  on.   With  the  slightest  puS 
of  a  breeze  on  the  loch  the  trout  rise  pretty  freely,  and  I 
have  often  thought  that  English  anglers  who  are  not 
fastidious  regarding  the  size  of  their  trout  might  fare 
worse  elsewhere.    The  nets  in  the  Solway  are  not  doing 
much  good  just  now.    A  fair  run  of  sea  trout  came  on 
last  Friday  and  Saturday.     Salmon  are  exceedingly 
scarce  in  the  nets. — Heatherbeli,. 


Tomintoul. — From  Richmond  Arms  Hotel :  On  river 
Conglass,  Monday,  May  23,  Messrs.  D.  and  C.  McKenzie 
Muir,  of  Ord,  had  seventeen  lovely  yellow  trout,  splendid 
average,  two  weighing  l|lb.  each.  Tuesday,  on  river 
Avon,  Mr.  D.  McKenzie  had  one  salmon  weighing  81b. 
Wednesday,  Mr.  0.  McKenzie  killed  a  capital  newly  run 
salmon  of  111b.  River  in  first-olass  ply,  and  fist  very 
numerous.  Killing  fly  is  a  small  grilse  size,  mallard  wing, 
and  yellow  body,  with  gold  tinsel.— A.  McTavish. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  not  been  all  in 
favour  of  the  angler,  cold  easterly  winds  predomioating, 
while  on  several  days  we  have  been  visited  with  very  heavy 
falls  of  sleet  and  hail,  and  on  other  occasions  with 
drenching  showers  of  rain.    This  changeable  weather  has 
not  been  conducive  to  the  prospects  of  the  angler,  and 
although  on  many  occasions,  when  the  chances  seemed 
favourable,  Waltonians  were  out  in  numbars,  the  takes 
got  have  been  small  compared  to  former  seasons  at  the 
same  period  of  the  year.    Trout  fishing  during  the  day  is 
being  carried  out  with  fly  and  clear  water  worm  fishing, 
but  without  any  important  results,  and  the  evening  fly 
angling  is  not  of  much  account.    Owing  to  Ih^  smallness 
of  the  streams,  both  the  maia  rivei's  being  at  their  very 
lowest  summer  level,  very  little  salmon  fishing  has  taken 
place,  only  oce  fish^  having  been  captured  since  my  last 
notes  in  the  Kelso  district,  and  that  was  got  by  Mr.  John 
Gibson,  fisherman,  on  the  famous  Floors  Castle  under 
water,  on  May  27,  and  the   fish   turned   the  scale 
at   171b.  full.    It  was   killed   with   a   small  double 
Dusty  Miller,  and  gave  s^Jendid  sport,  being  nearly 
newly  run  from  the  sea.    The  best  takes  of  trout  reported 
are  as  follows:  Tweed,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.Robertson, 
81b.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  W.  Tait,  on  Friday,  on  Tweed,  61b. ; 
and  Mr.  Jas.  Affleck,  on  Teviot,  5Jlb.    On  May  26th,  Mr. 
Oldham,  on  Tweed,  had  61b. ;  and  on  the  following  day  he 
had  51b.  on  the  same  river,  191b.  the  following  day,  and 
91b.  on  the  30th  ult.    Mr.  J.  Thompson,  on  27th,  had 
17Jlb.  on  Tweed;  28th,  Mr.  G.  William  Shiells,  51b. ;  and 
Mr.  G.  Bruce,  41b.    On  the  Eden  (five  miles  from  Kelso), 
Mr.  James  Thompson  had  81b.  (two  of  lib.  each) ;  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Allan,  6Jlb.,  (two  |;b.  each);  while  below 
Ednam,  Mr.  Alexander  Fairbairn  had  a  nice  dish  of  5Jlb. 
with  worm.     Yesterday  (Tuesday),  Mr.  William  Tait, 
Edenmouth  Cottage,  had  81b.,  with  fly,  on  the  Tweed. 
Yesterday  and  to-day,  Mr.  David  Davidson,  71b.  and  51b. 
on  the  Teviot ;  and  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  John  Gibson  had 
61b.  yesterday.    On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  C.  Farquharson  had 
51b.  and  6Jlb.  at  the  end  of  last  week;  Mr.  T.  C. 
Anderson,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  William  Barff,  31b.  ;  Mr.  William 
Mercer,  8Jlb.  ;_  and  Mr.  James  Steel,  ejlb.  There 
being  no  restrictions  on  the  Tweed  and    Teviot  to 
anglers  fishing   for   pike,    several   anglers  have  been 
prosecuting  this  sport,  and  with  some  success.  On 
the  Teviot,  the  Messrs.  Affleck,  clothiers,  Heiton,  have 
had  five  of  these  fish  during  the  past  ten  days,  weighing 
from  31b.  up  to  71b.  and  81b. ;  they  were  killed  with  parr 
tail  bait.    Mr.  Frank  Stephani,  on  May  24,  had  one  of 
3 Jib. ;  25th,  he  had  seven  of  these  fish,  weighing  27Jlb., 
giving  an  average  of  nearly  41b.  each,  all  caught  •with 
spoon  bait.    He  also  lost  seven  others  the  same  day.  On 
the  following  day  he  had  three  more,  and  on  the  27th  he 
killed  a  brace  of  41b.  each.    Yesterday,  the  last  day  of  the 
month,  he  finished  with  killing  two  more,  which  weighed 
7|lb.  altogether.    Since  the  middle  of  April  up  to  the  end 
of  the  month  Mr.  Stephani  has  killed  in  all  thirty  of  these 
trout  and  ova  destroyers,  and  trout  anglers,  as  well  as 
salmon  lessees  and  proprietors,  ought  to  feel  thankful  for 
their  riddance  from  the  river.    The  committee  of  the 
Kelso  Angling  Association  were  the  first  to  give  the 
initiative   for   the   killing   of  these   destructive  fish, 
which  is  much  to  their  credit.    On  the  Wbitadder 
good  sport  has  been  got  with  the  trout.    At  Twoyell, 
on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  Elliot,  of  the  North-Bastern  Railway, 
Tweedmouth,  killed  ten  trout,  weighing  71b. ;  and  at 
Abbey  St.  Bathans,  on  the  Whitadder,  Mr.  George 
Winlaw,  Berwick,  had  a  very  fine  basket  of  81b.  of  trout, 
one  of  which  was  just  close  on  lib.  weight.   The  second 
competition  of  the  season  of  the  Glendale  Club  came  off 
on  Tuesday,  when  Councillor  Dodds,  Berwick,  won  first 
prize  with  71b.  6oz. ;  he  had  also  the  heaviest  dozen, 
31b.  6Joz. ;  and  he  just  missed  the  prize  for  the  heaviest 
trout  by  loz.    The  Selkirk  Club  held  their  competition  on 
the  Tweed  and  its  tributaries.    Prizes  went  to  Mr.  J. 
Johnston,  101b.  lOoz. ;  second,  Mr.  D.  Hill,  91b.  lOoz. ; 
third,  Mr,  N.  Hills,  7lb.  4oz.  ;  fourth,  Mr.  A.  M'Bain, 
61b.  ;  fifth,  Mr.  W.  Heard,  51b.  4oz. ;  sixth,  Mr.  R. 
Donaldson,  41b.  8oz. ;  heaviest  half  dozen,  Mr.  J,  John- 
ston, 41b.  8oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J.  Johnston  aid  W. 
Hills,  a  tie,  15oz.  each  trout.    The  newly  formed  Trout 
Anglers'  Club  at  Berwick-on-Tweed,  which  has  for  its 
principles  the  passing  of  a  bill  for  a  close  time  for  trout, 
the  protection  of  salmon  smolts,  to  suppress  illegal  fishing, 
return  all  trout  under  6in.,  and  otherwise  to  assist  all 
legal  fishing,  and  do  all  in  its  power  to  discountenance 
illegal  methods  of  fishing  and  at  closed  seasons,  is  receiving 
hearty  support,  nearly  eighty  members  having  now  joined. 
Good  luck  to  it.    In  the  Berwick  and  Tweed  net  fisheries 
there  is  some  improvement  to  note.   Salmon  and  trout  are 
now  more  plentiful,  and  prices  are  accordingly  coming  ' 
down.    One  or  two  mora  grilse  have  been  got,  but  they 
are  as  yet  very  scarce.    Salmon  are  not  large  sized  this 
season,  the  heaviest  as  yet  got  being  301b.  weight.— Max- 
wheel, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — This  lirer  has  now  fallen  sufficientjy  for 
angling  purposes.  Trout  fishing  is  fairly  good  on  all  the 
reaches.  The  few  anglers  who  were  out  on  the  shallows 
at  Kilrea  had  capital  sport.  Messrs.  H.  and  M.  Coates, 
Belfast,  on  27th,  28th,  and  29th  ult. ,  took  twenty-nine  trout, 
3olb.,  largest  3lb. ;  Mr.  McCorry,  on  30th,  six  trout,  91b. ; 
Mr.  MacCormack,  on  30th,  ten  trout,  121b.   On  the 
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Carom-oe  reach,  Mr.  James  A.  Lyle,  on  2<jth,  one  salmon, 
IClb.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast. — Excellent  trouting  continues  on  the  Wood- 
burn  Dams,  near  Belfast.  On  Tuesday  eyening  Mr. 
Hunter  killed  five  nice  trout,  ud  to  2yb.,  Mr.  Smith 
killed  nine.  Mr.  Caldwell  had  several,  and  Mr.  Atkinson 
killed  six,  the  taking  lure  being  the  Black  Gnat.— J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — As  a  result  of  the  Fish  Preservation  Society 
here,  fishing  has  turned  out  exactly  as  I  anticipated  some 
weeks  ago,  and  only  for  the  extraordinary  change  in  the 
weather  for  the  last  three  days,  it  would  have  been  a  truly 
record  season.  Notwithstanding  the  bid  change  there 
was,  up  to  this,  some  cipitil  sport.  I  regret  my  report  of 
first  week's  dapping  was  late  for  insertion  last  week.  I 
now  send  you  results  of  a  few  boats  for  week  ending 
_  May  28.  Mr.  Dickie  heads  the  list  with  seventy  trout, 
Brveraging  21b. ;  ore  day,  Tuesday,  he  hid  three  rods 
fishing  with  him,  when  they  got  twenty-two  very  fine  fish. 
Mr.  Fenwick  comes  next,  with  a  total  of  thirty-eight, 
average  31b. ;  Mr.  F.  Monson,  thirty-two,  average  21b. ; 
Mr.  Stearns,  twenty-two,  largest  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Cahil,  for 
one  day,  three  fish,  largest  71b.  2oz.  Col.  Echalaz  and  Mr. 
Trollope  also  had  very  good  sport,  Mr.  Trollope's  best 
day,  seven  trout,  a  very  pretty  let.  Messrs.  Featherstone- 
haugh  and  Watkina  got  twenty-three  on  Lough  Key,  for 
their  week.  Mr.  J.  Callaghan,  last  week,  on  Moylurg, 
killed  fifty-eight.  Some  very  good  baskets  were  got 
during  week  on  Longh  Arrow.  Weather  to-day  (Tuesday) 
very  bad.  With  any  change  for  the  better  first-class 
fishing  expected. — G.  Taylor. 

Corrita.— The  weather  was  rather  broken  this  week,  so 
that  salmon  fishing  was  not  so  good  as  -cs  aal.     The  river 
is  teeming  with  fish,  which  ensures  good  summer  fishins. 
—J.  A.  B.  ^ 
Cummer agh.— No  anglers  have  been  out  since  last 
;    report.    This  river  is  now  running  too  low,  and  no  good 

-  sport  can  be  expected  until  a  spate  takes  place,  which 
would  bring  up  salmon,  and  probably  sea  trout.— T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Blackwater   as  in  good 

-  order  in  the  early  part  of  this  week.  Mr.  John  Mills 
I    killed  a  number  of  trout  up  to  31b.  on  the  Benburb 

reaches,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  E.  Skelton  had  several  fine 
baskets.  The  Ballinderry  is  rather  high  for  fly  fisling  at 
:   present.    Not  much  was  done  lately  on  it. — J.  A.  B. 

Briff  (Connemara).— Eiver  in  good  order.  G. 
Moir,  Esq.,  caught  two  spring  salmon  on  Tuesday,  and 
two  on  Wednesday.     Tickets  may  be  obtained  from 
Mackeown,  Leenane.    Whiting  fishing  excellent  in  the 
'  ■  bay. — Mackeown. 

Bme  (Ballyshauuon  and  Belleek).  —  Yery 
stormy  and  cold  weather  since  last  report.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Pike  took  one  salmon  of  171b.  on  30th  ult.,  and  oa  same 
day  Mr.  Brady  took  another  of  161b.  Capt.  Chetwode 
tookagrUteof  41b.  on  26th  ult.,  and  Mr.  Brady  took 
another  of  similar  weight.  Mr.  G.  Dicken  took  one 
sahmn  of  151b.  on  31st  ult.  A  number  of  trout,  weighing 
jlb.  to  41b.,  were  taken  on  the  Erne  by  trout  anglers  in 
the  early  daytime  and  late  evening  during  the  past  week. 
— M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Inuy  (co.  Kerry).— This  river  is  now  i-unning  very 
low,  and  angling  for  the  past  few  diys  has  been  out  of  the 
question.  Some  sport  at  salmon  and  tei  trout  should  be 
^ad^  during  and  immediitaly  after  the  next  flood.— 

Killarney  Lakes  and  Rivers.— There  has  been  a 
noticeable  improvement  in  sport  during  past  week 
as  compared  with  the  previous.  Both  weather  and  water 
are  all  that  the  most  ardent  angler  could  desire.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  principal  takes :  Mr.  J.  E. 
Jameson,  of  London,  fishing  on  the  Lanne,  had  two 
falmon,  14ilb.  and  121b.  On  same  river,  yesterday  Mr 
Palgrave  had  one,  171b.  Mr.  T.  Brooks,  N.  Bank' 
Fermoy,  26th  ulc,  on  the  lakes,  got  one,  171b. ;  on  27th' 
he  had  one,  141b.  John  McCarthy,  fly  tyer  and  fisher- 
man, landed  three,  17Jlb.,  91b.,  and  8§lb.  Mr. 
Gee,  of  Northampton,  27th  ult.,  one,  111b. ;  on  the 
28th,  he  lost  a  fish,  which  he  considered  about  171b. 
after  about  twenty  minutes'  play.  A  Californian 
gentleman  named  Travers,  fishing  with  Frank  Roberts 
on  Wednesday  last,  landed  three  nice  fish,  141b., 
121b.,  and  101b.  Upwards  of  eighteen  salmon  were' 
got  by  the  vaiious  professional  fishermen  around 
which  averaged  about  101b.,  the  principal  bait  being  the 
spoon  and  Devon.  Trout  fishing  is  now  excellent. 
Amongst  those  out  and  having  good  sport  were  :  Mr.  W. 
Morroghand  Mr.  Lyocs.  of  Cork;  Mr.  Perry  and" Mr* 
Hawks,  of  Cork;  Sergt.  Ivers,  E.I.C.,  District  Inspector 
Jones,  Mr.  Morrison,  R.I.C.,  Capt.  Dewhurst,  and  Mr 
Price,  of  Kilkenny.  The  killing  flies  are  tbe  Alder! 
jomted  Hare's  Ear,  ribbed  and  plain  Hare's  Ear,  Black 
Gnat,  Green  Partridge,  &o. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork).— Salmon  fishing  has  not  been  par- 
tacalarly  good  for  the  past  week,  few  anglers  being  out. 
The  river  is  down  to  summer  level.  The  grilse  are  now 
running  in  numbers,  the  net  fishermen  in  the  tidal  water 
getting  from  ten  to  twenty  each  per  day. — W  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Lougli  Berg.— Dapping  was  successful  in  the  past 
week.    The  record  trout  for  so  far  was  one  of  81b.  12oz. 
killed  this  week  by  a  well  known  angler.    This  fine  fish 
measured  2ft,  .4in.  in  length,  with  a  girth  of  llin.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Loughs  Melvin  and  Erne.— The  May  Fly  was  out 

on  both  these  lakes  since  last  report;  but  owing  to  the 
cold  and  siormy  weather  which  has  prevailed  not  much 
has  yet  been  done,  although  there  has  been  a  few  splendid 
trout  taken  on  Lough  Erne  since  last  report,  same  of 
them  51b.  each.  Mr.  E.  Mulhern  took  one  salmon,  8ilb., 
on  Longh  Melvin  on  30th  ult.  A  few  Salmo  fero:c,  weigh- 
mg  from  31b.  to  4ilb.,  were  also  taken  during  the  past 
week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Melvin  (Lower  Reaches,  Eiulongh 
Bad).— Fair  sport  was  had  among  the  trout  and  salmon 


the  past  week.  The  Green  Drake  on  in  good  numbers. 
Trout  taking  artificial  fly  well.  Quite  a  number  of  fly 
anglers  out  from  Kiolough  and  '  Bundoran ;  average 
catches  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  dozen,  two  roda  per 
day.  Mr.  E.  C.  Croftou,  Termure,  Dublin,  had  bestsuccess. 
On  24th  ult.,  fishing  from  four  o'clock  to  seven  after 
noon,  landed  three  nice  brown  trout,  respective  weights 
31b.,  41b.,  and  61b.  On  26th,  had  another  beauty  of  81b. ; 
had  several  nice  citchesof  gillaroo  trout,  scaling  from  lib, 
to  2 Jib.  Mr.  Loverock,  Dublin,  and  Constable  Green, 
Kinloagh,  had  some  nice  catches,  tome  of  them  weighing 
from  lib.  to  31b.  Weather  conditions  look  vei-y  favour 
able.— P.  Gallagher. 

Lough  Neagh.— Since  last  report  there  was  a  falling 
off  in  the  pollan  fisheries,  and  trout  fishing  was  also  poor, 
though  an  odd  fish  up  t  a  91b.  was  taken  in  the  nets.  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  salmon  yet  in  the  lough.  Rod  fish- 
ing on  the  rivers  is  decidedly  poor,  the  weather  being 
rough  and  cold. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Sheelin.— For  so  far  the  May  Fly  season  has 
been  tairly  good  on  this  little  known  lake.  Sir  R. 
Fanning  and  Mr.  T.  Hewson  had  several  fine  fish  up  to 
olb.,  while  the  bags  averaged  eight  fish  per  day.  With 
better  preservation,  Sheelin— three  sides  of  which  border 
CO.  Cavan,_and  the  other  Westmeath — would  be  one  of  the 
best  lakes  in  Ireland,  as  it  has  a  magnificent  Green  Drake 
rise. — J.  A.  B, 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
These  waters  continue  in  fair  angling  order,  though  they 
would  all  be  much  improved  by  rain.  I  have  not  heard  of 
any  anglers  being  out  on  any  of  Ihese  lakes  since  last 
report.  August  is  generally  the  best  month  fcr  the 
mountain  lakes  here,  or,  I  believe,  in  all  Kerry  for  that 
matter.  The  stock  of  brown  trout  in  all  the  lakes  is 
practically  unlimited,  but  the  fish  are  of  an  inferior  size, 
generally  speaking.— T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone).— Brown  trout  fishing  continues  fair,  though  the 
weather  tbi  i  week  was  l  roken  and  stormy.  There  is  a  fine 
stock  of  trout  in  the  river,  and  the  first  flood  will  bring 
up  salmon  and  white  trout.  Mr.  Do'ason  had  several  good 
days,  killing  trout  up  to  31b. ,  and  on  Saturday  he  killed 
eighteen  trout  (heaviest,  21b.).  On  Tuesiay  Mr.  Rodgers 
killed  twenty-one  trout  (heaviest,  31b  ).  On  the  Strule,  at 
Omagh,  a  local  man  killed  a  pike,  17ilb.— gjod  liddan'ce. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— 
North-east  wind;  giilse  wcjI  up  in  thepaols;  fish  com- 
mencing sporting  at  the  fly.  Mr.  NcNab.  two  grilse,  91b.  ; 
Mr.  Dntton,  one  salmon,  111b. ;  Mr.  J.  Timblin,  one 
grilsa,  4Jlb.  ;  Dr.  Marsh,  two  grilse,  81b.  Sea  trout'have 
made  their  appearance  in  the  liver.  Anglers  on  the  lough 
are  doing  fairly  well  with  trout,  wilh  an  occasional  salmon 
and  grilse. — Pat  Heaknes. 

Moy  (Poxford).— Fishing  at  Coghlan's  Hotel,  Fox- 
ford,  for  the  last  ten  days,  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr.  Smith  killed 
sixty-three  trout.  On  Callow  Lough,  in  two  days  Mr 
Moir  and  Mr.  Smith,  twenty-six  trout.  On  Callow,  one 
day,  Messrs.  Barclay  and  Smith,  17.  On  Lough  Muik, 
Mr.  Mills  larded  five  spring  fish  and  one  grilse  in  fouu 
days,  and  lost  several  others ;  Col.  Davies,  one  springer ; 
Mr.  Coghlan,  two' springers.  The  weather  is  very  bad', 
but  there  is  a  fair  number  of  fish  up  just  now.— Angler' 
Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— North 
wind,  small  showers.  Capt.  De  Sinid  hooked  three  fish 
on  29th  ult.  Mr.  Carey  hooked  a  fish,  and  lost  him  on 
25th.  On  the  28th  Mr.  J.  Tomlin  killed  a  grilse,  and  lost 
another.  Gentlemen  stopping  at  Runagry  Lodge  have  had 
fair  fishing.  Good  baskets  being  got  during  the  week.— 
John  Devers. 

North  Kerry  Rivers.  —  Generally  speaking,  fair 
sport  has  been  had  at  salmon  and  trout  on  the  above 
waters  since  last  report.  Better  sport  should  be  had  if 
the  rivers  were  in  batter  volume,  as  they  are  a'l  at  present 
down  to  ordinary  midsummer  level.  The  prospects  for 
next  week  are  rather  dull.— T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe),— A  week 
of  almost  continuous  s;orm  and  chilling  north  winds  have 
knocked  the  fishing  about  since  my  last  report.  On  the 
lake  especially  the  force  of  the  wind  made  it  too  risky  for 
boats  to  venture  out  amid  the  wild  waves,  for  which 
reason  my  record  for  the  last  few  days  is  not  very  much 
May  25,  Mr.  A.  W.  Cotham,  eight  trout,  171b.  •  Mr  r' 
Dunsoombe,  nine,  17ilb.  26th,  Mr.  A.  W.  Cotham,  ten 
trout,  191b.  27th,  Mr.  A.  W.  Gotham,  three,  81b.  •  Rev 
Mr.  Archdall,  six,  lUb.  28th,  Mr.  A.  W.  Cotham 
SIX,  131b.  30th,  Mr.  Cotham,  ten,  201b.  (largest' 
41b.).  Rev.  Mr.  Archdall  has  fished  on  the  lake 
for  part  of  eight  days— siy,  six  clear  days— and  his 
total  bag  amounts  to  forty -seven  trout,  weighing 
941b  or  an  average  of  21b,  each— a  performance 
which  any  angler  will  feel  proud  of.  Next  week  I  shall 
hope  to  give  the  total  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Gotham's  captures  of 
trout,  which  I  think  will  make  many  fishermen's  mouth 
water,  Mr.  W,  A.  H.  Martin,  on  Monday,  killed,  on 
Major  Traherne's  water,  the  fiist  grilse  of  the  season,'and 
he  also  landed  a  salmon  of  231b.  On  Tuesday,  the  Rev 
Mr.  Archdall  killed  a  grilse  of  61b.,  and  lost  a  silmon  close 
on  401b. ;  Major  Traherne  also  kst  a  monster  fish  this 
week,  after  having  had  him  on  for  half  an  hour  ;  and  Mr. 
W.  Young  was  likewise  unlucky  with  a  third  heavy 
springer  through  the  hook  breaking  in  its  jaw.  Confound 
those  bad  hooks  !  Now  that  the  grilse  have  commenced 
to  run  up  from  the  Atlantic,  good  sport  may  be  expected 
throughout  June  and  July.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr,  C. 
Vansittart  killed.  May  25,  one  salmon,  141b.  ;  28th  one 
salmon,  121b. ;  30th,  one  salmon,  231b.  On  Woodlands 
Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  25th,  one  salmon,  9|lb.  •  26th' 
one  salmon,  30ilb. ;  27th,  one  salmon,  201b.  On  the 
Snmmerhill  fishery,  Mr,  J,  L,  Ingham  killed,  28th,  one 
salmon,  261b.  On  the  same  date  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed 
one  salmon,  231h.,  on  the  Castle  fishery.— John  Enbight 
AND  Son, 


Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  —  These 

waters  are  not  in  the  best  angling  order  at  present.  The 
outlets  from  them  are  now  very  low— too  low,  in  fact,  to 
allow  sea  trout  to  come  up  if  those  fish  were  on  the  run.— 
— T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers.— Sport  has  fallen  off,  and  the 
prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  not  good  unlef  s  rain 
falls  shortly.  The  weather  for  the  week  has  been  harsh 
and  windy,  and  greatly  against  angling,  being  too  bright 
at  times  and  too  squally  at  other  times.  Rain  is  much 
needed  to  improve  matters.— T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).  —  Wednesday, 
May  25,  turned  out  a  disappointing  day.  The  breeze  was 
noitherly,  and  increased  almost  to  a  squall  towards 
evening.  So  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  one  or  two  fish  was 
the  maximum  number  to  any  rjd.  I  got  one  trout,  31b, 
Sport  was  alsa  poor  on  Derravaragh  and  Owel.  We  did 
not  expect  otheiwis?  from  a  day  of  dazzling  brightness 
and  bluster.  Thtriday,  wind  N.E.  by  N.,  and  some  fair 
baskets  were  had  on  EDuelL  In  portions  of  Owel  trout 
rose  freely.  One  toa';  (twj  rods)  got  nine  fine  fish,  241b. ; 
another,  three  fish,  12lb.  Sport  was  also  good  cn 
Derravaragh.  Friday,  wind  N.W.  ;  fairly  good  dapping, 
one  boat  getting  two  fish,  51b.  and  61b.  respectively.  In 
my  own  boat,  four  fish,  101b.;  and  many  others  weie 
more  or  less  successful.  Saturday,  on  Lough  Ennell,  the 
trout  are  glutted  with  flies,  the  water  at  times  being  one 
vast  sheet  of  Green  Drake.  Some  good  sport  was  had  on 
Owel,  but  it  was  rather  slow  on  Derravaragh,  as  I  only  saw 
Mr.  E.  Hope's  boat  and  Mr.  Tunnard's  taking  in  fish. 
The  latter  landed  a  41b.  beauty,  which  give  splendid  play. 
The  trout  of  this  lake  are  demons  to  fight.  Personally,  I 
had  no  luck  on  this  water.  On  the  same  evening  Mr. 
Thomas  Levinge,  son  of  Sir  William  Levinge,  of  Knock 
Dria  Castle,  got  a  grand  front  of  71b.,  and  measuring  in 
girth  15|in.  Fioaa  Saturday  to  the  present  time  it  has 
been  blowing  half  a  gale  from  the  north,  and  only  expert 
rowers  could  venture  out.  Several  good  fisli,  however, 
were  taken  on  Lough  Otvel,  We  are  now  anxiously  wait- 
ing  for  more  settled  weather.— T.  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING, 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  anglers  are  now  getting 
gooi  sport  at  and  around  this  station.  Bottom  fishing  for 
gurnard,  &c,,  has  been  good  on  a  couple  of  favourable 
days.  Weather  now  rather  wild,  and  sea  rough. — T.  J.  D, 
Darrynane, — Angling  has  been  chiefly  confined  to 
pollack  recently,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had.  The  weather 
has  been  generally  too  unsettled  to  give  much  chance  of 
getting  sport  in  the  outer  waters,  where  big  pollack,  &c., 
are  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  large  number  of  visiting 
anglers  who  pitronisjd  the  pier  daring  the  Whitsun 
Vacation  experienced  sad  disappointment,  as  the  takes  of 
fish  were  worse  than  hive  been  made  for  some  months 
past.  That  this  result  did  not  arise  from  lack  of  skill  the 
following  1st  will  testify;  Messrs.  Purkiis,  Ruegg, 
Parsons,  Bugden,  Hayward,  Hutohings,  Linfoofc,  Moore, 
Lacey,  Watson,  Jones,  and  Bowles,  and  the  two  veteran 
fishermen,  Mr.  T.R.  Sachs  and  Dr.  Coates.  The  number 
of  fish  taken  daily  did  not  exceed  three  score,  and 
the  size  left  much  to  be  desired.  Several  attempts 
at  pollack  fishing  were  made,  but  in  each  case  total  failure 
was  the  result,  although  two  of  this  species  were  caught 
upon  hand-lines.  Mr.  Litchfield  fished  near  the  Goodwins 
on  two  occasions,  and  did  very  well,  indeed,  having  four 
score  and  four  whiting  on  the  first  attempt,  and  five 
score  and  eleven  on  the  second.  Several  other  boats  that 
fished  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sands  did  equally  well.  During 
the  last  two  days  matters  have  not  improved  upon  the 
pier,  and  probably  will  not  do  so  until  the  weather  becomes 
more  settled.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal, — The  Whitsuntide  holiday  brought  a  good  many 
visitors  here,  with  enjoyable  weather  for  a  cauple  of  days, 
and  the  anglers  who  put  out  to  the  Goodwin  had  very  fair 
sport  with  whiting,  dag  fish,  dabs,  &c.,  and  one  local 
fisherman  brought  in  twenty  score  of  whiting,  besides  a 
quantity  of  do^  fish  and  other  fish  ;  and  as  many  as  three 
score  of  whiting  and  other  fish  have  been  taken  close  to 
the  Deal  Bank  Buoy,  bat  these  fish  ran  smaller  in  size. 
The  weather  now  is  very  unsettled,  and  the  prospects  for 
Goodwin  Sand  fishing  the  latter  part  of  week  and  the 
early  part  of  nest  will  be  very  paor,  owing  to  the  tides.— ^ 
Edwd.  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance, — Good  sport  is  being  had  by  "railing" 
for  pollack  and  mackerel.  Pier  fishing  with  rod  and  line 
is  improving  as  the  weather  becomes  milder.  Shoals  of 
mackerel  are  now  appearing. — H. 

Plymouth, — Sea  fishing  has  been  slack  this  week  on 
account  of  the  boisterous  weather.  Mullet  have  quite 
gone  off  the  feed  for  the  time.  Several  dozen  of  nice 
pollack  have  been  taken  at  the  back  of  Drake's  Island,  in 
spite  of  the  stormy  weather.  Mackerel  still  continue  a 
long  wiy  off  the  land.  Some  have  been  caught  in  Whit- 
sind  Bay,  and  a  few  stray  ones  inside  the  breakwater; 
and  as  soon  as  the  weather  gets  warmer  all  fishermen  will 
be  k-pt  busy  with  these  fish,  as  they  afford  good  sport 
whithng  for  them.  List  of  edible  fish  fjr  the  month 
includes  bream  in  general,  wrasses,  atherine  (smelt), 
sturgeon,  bass,  surmullet,  salmon  peal,  trout,  pilchard, 
thornback,  pollack,  hake,  mackerel,  dory,  scad,  eel, 
conger,  launce,  sole,  plaice,  turbat,  brill,  marysole, 
flounders,  and  halibut. — W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — PoUacking  is  now  yielding  pretty  good 
sport  in  this  vicinity.  The  mackerel  fishery  here  is  now 
practically  suspended,  owing  apparently  to  the  departure 
of  the  fish  for  other  paits.  Bass  fishing  has  been  poor. — 
T.  J.  D.  _ 

Waterville. — Pollack  anglers  out  on  favourable  days 
had  average  sport  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carri^eera 
Rock.  Bottom  fishing  has  not  yet  commenced  here, 
though  the  fis'ia  usually  taken  are  supposed  to  be  nume- 
rotts.-T,  J.  D. 
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Jingling  '^ixitxxes. 

Jane  5. 

Convivial :  Annual  dinner. 

Earlsfield  :  Gating  to  Southend. 
June  6. 

Dibdin  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Islinaton  Brothers  :  Distribution  and  concert. 
June  7. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Distribution  and  concert. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Visit. 

Coliingivood  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Dalston  :  Distribution. 
June  8. 

Cambridge  Friendly :  Annual  dinner. 

Sociable  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
June  9. 

Sundial :  Supper  and  distribution. 
June  10. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  :  Committee  meeting. 


June 


12. — Crown  and  Bnokland  :  Annual  dinner. 
12. — Hoxton  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 
12. — Original  Alexandra  :  Annual  dinner. 

12.  — St.  Thomas:  Supper  and  distribution. 

13.  — Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Supper  and  dittribution. 

14.  — Good  Intent:  Distrilution. 

14.  — North  London  :  Visit. 

15.  — Albion  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

15. — Jubilee  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

15.  — West  Green  :  Smoking  concert. 

16.  — West  London  :  Annual  dinner. 
19.— Allason  United  :  Match. 

19. — Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

19. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Langley. 

2.3. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

27. — Amicable  Waltonian 8 :  A.B.S.  conceit. 


3^eyotts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Eveningf.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marlced  "  Club 
Kepoet  "  outside  envelope. 

'Anglers'  Association.— The  above  association  have 
permission  from  the  L.C.C.  to  net  the  surplus  fish  from 
the  ponds  at  Clissold  Psrk  on  Tuesday  next,  June  7  ;  the 
fish  will  be  placed  in  the  river  Lea.  The  monthly  meeting 
of  the  Kenting  and  Presert  ation  Committee  will  take  place 
on  Monday  evening  next,  June  6th,  at  8.30.— E.  Ghurney. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters'  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.G. — The  next  committee  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Friday  evening,  June  10,  at  8. 30 ;  one  applica- 
tion at  the  last  meeting,  which  received  £5. — K.  Ghdeney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District).— The 
next  ^i3it  on  the  above  list  goes  to  the  Clapham  Junction 
A.S.,  the  Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction, 
on  Tuesday,  June  7.— G.  Bowles. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— 
The  prizes  and  conditions  of  our  pegged-down  match  were 
arrarged.  There  are  six  prizes,  eish  and  value.  The 
match  takes  place  on  June  19,  in  the  A.A.  fishery 
new  cutting,  West  Drajton,  meadow  side.  Two  rods 
allowed ;  all  seasonable  fish  to  weigh.  Membsrs  are 
also  notified  that  we  go  down  by  the  12.13  (mid- 
night), on  June  19,  and  draw  for  swims  at  the  river 
side  ;  start  fishing  by  the  given  signal  from  secretary ; 
cease  on  same  signal  at  about  7  to  7  30  p.m.  Members 
can  come  down  by  any  subsequent  trains  on  the  19th,  but 
must  report  themselves  to  secretary.  A  prize  of  one 
guinea  has  been  given,  through  Mr.  Barlow,  as  an 
appreciation  for  abolishing  gross  weight  prizes. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Gosw  ell-road. — At  a  special 
meeting  of  the  above  on  May  26,  the  election  of  the  officers 
for  the  year  took  place.  Having  again  accepted  office,  I 
will  try  my  best  to  see  that  the  A.  W.  are  batter  repre- 
sented at  visits  than  they  have  been  during  the  past  year. 
A  conceit  wDl  take  place  at  the  above  on  Monday, 
June  27,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benjvolent 
Society.    Ladies  invited. — G.  Meery. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Qneen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.  —  AVill  members 
please  attend  in  force  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  first  outing, 
and  also  to  settle  some  other  important  busiaess  ? — A. 
Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-road, Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Since  my  last 
report  we  have  made  another  new  member.  Mr.  W.  T. 
Montague,  sen.,  has  added  lOj.  6d.  towards  our  prize  list. 
Will  memiiers  attend  next  week  for  important  business  ? 
— T.  Tringham. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society.  Eosa  and  Crown, 
Commercial-road,  Lambeth. — We  had  a  good  muster  of 
members  present;  last  Wednesday,  and  some  important 
business  was  done.  Mr.  Hidjs  was  elected  an  honorary 
member.  We  have  still  room  for  a  few  more 
memlera.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  can  obtiin  all 
information  on  Wednesdays.  Will  members  kindly  come 
up  next  week  and  help  us  to  arrange  prize  li=t ;  also  for  the 
election  of  officers  — J.  Foster. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.— On  May  29,  Mr.  Elsworthy,  sen.  (our 


veteran),  weighed-in  a  nice  trout  from  Ware,  weighing 
just  on  31b.  I  beg  to  remind  members  of  annual  general 
meeting,  June  14,  8.30  p.m.  sharp.  Shall  be  pleased 
to  receive  names  for  privilege  tickets  and  A.B.S.  tickets. 
—P.  E.  LoF  -  . 

Central  Association  of  Ziondon  Angling  Clubs. 
— The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  take  place 
at  the  Bedtord  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday  evening  next,  6th  inst. ,  at  8.30  p.m. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W.— 
A  combined  visit  cn  both  lists  will  take  plaie  at  this 
society  on  Tuesday,  June  7,  when  I  hope  anglers  and 
friends  will  give  us  a  bumper. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North 
wold-road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Tuesday,  May  24 
our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place. 
We  had  a  very  pleasant  evening.  Twenty-five  prizes  were 
given  for  coming  season.  On  May  29  Messrs.  Bampton, 
Farmer,  Nelson,  and  Browning  haij  capital  fishing  at 
Maldon,  total  for  one  day  being  sixteen  score  two  of 
pollack  whiting.  Members  of  clubs  on  district  are 
earnestly  requested  to  attend  Mr.  Hunt's  benefit  on 
June  14. — Thos.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— Will 
members  oblige  by  attending  nest  Tuesday  and  give  in 
their  names  for  the  new  privilege  tickets,  as  the  time  is 
getting  very  short  for  the  opening  season  ?  I  shall  order 
no  tickets,  only  those  oi dared  in  the  club-room. — T. 

TWYMAN. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — At  our  last  meeting  it  was 
arranged  that  the  members  meet  at  Liverpool-street 
Station  at  8.45  for  our  annual  dinner  at  the  White  Swan, 
Hertford,  to  take  tickets  for  Eye  House.  Hoping  to  see 
all  members  there. — Phil. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — The  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  June  7 ;  members  are 
requested  to  show  up  in  force.  We  shall  be  pleased  to 
receive  visitors  from  any  other  society ;  ladies  cordially 
invited. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Members  and  friends 
having  supper  tickets  are  requested  to  be  not  later  than 
eight;  o'clock,  so  as  to  leave  as  much  time  as  possible  for 
distribution  and  harmony.  Several  well  known  piscators 
have  promised  their  support. — H.  Brock. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society.  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday 
it  was  decided  that  we  have  an  outing  for  June  5,  at 
Southend,  for  four  prizes.  Members  leave  Earlsfield 
station  at  8.5  a.m.,  Fenchurch-street, 9.15  a.m  ;  returning 
from  Southend  at  7  p  m.  It  has  been  decided  that  the 
society  affiliate  to  the  Anglers'  Association  as  well  as  the 
Central  Association. — A.  T. 


DEN 


MITH'S 


4/- 

PER  DOZEN. 


Gi  Oi  Ml 


4/- 

PER  DOZEN. 


MAY  FLIES 

ARE  ABSOLUTELY  IRRESISTIBLE 


THE  "  GLADSTONE  "  MAY  FLIES, 
The  invention  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  were  the  most 
successful  flies  used  last  season,  proving  more  killing 
than  any  other  pattern,  especially  on  the  Hampshire 
streams. 

They  float  remarkably  well,  dry  very  quickly,  and  can 
be  had  in  twenty  varieties  of  shade,  both  in  the  body  and 
wings. 

Peice  4b.  per  Dozen. 

From  the  Fishing  Gazette,  April  IGth,  1898. 
"  The  Major  caught  a  brace  of  trout  and  several  trouble- 


some grayling;  the  largest  trout  was  about  l^lb.,  and  by 
this  trout  there  hangs  a  tale. 

"  When  I  was  fishing  in  the  same  meadow  last  June  I 
lost  many  a  trout  and  many  a  May  Fly;  now  it  so  happens 
that  in  the  gill  of  this  trout  was  found,  firmly  hooked,  a 
very  psrfeot  May  Fly— the  G.O.M. — with  6in.  of  gut. 
He  h*s  worn  and  no  doubt  been  very  proud  of 
this  distinctive  decoration  ever  since.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  remarkable  thing  that  fly  and  hook  should 
have  been  in  that  fish  for  more  tban  nine  months,  and 
now  as  perfect  and  fresh  as  if  it  had  been  in  my  pocket- 
book  all  the  time ;  the  gut  is  rather  rotten.  The  gold 
tinsel  round  the  body  is  as  bright  as  ever  it  was,  one  wing 


is  slightly  mangled,  as  if  other  envious  trout  had  tried  to 
nibble  it.  I  fully  believe  that  fly  is  mine,  that  I  lost  that 
fish  on  that  particular  spot  last  May ;  the  only  doubt  I 
have  about  it  is  that  I  then  estimated  the  fish  I  lest  as  at 
least  l^lb.,  whereas,  this  one,  after  nine  months'  growth, 
now  weighs  only  Ijlb.  On  the  other  hand,  yon  know  how 
much  larger  are  always  the  fish  you  lose  than  those  you 
take  !  I  find  there  are  other  claimants  for  this  fly.  The 
professor,  who  is  not  here  now,  has  certainly  a  claim.  I 
can  only  say,  Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat,  if  it  can  only  be 
proved.  It  is  distinctly  a  G.O.M.  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith's 
make. 

"  The  Amateur  Anglbb." 


QQQI^I^  SMITH   ^'  ^^^'^ 


1^  34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction,  London,  S.W. 
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lEagle  AngliiLg  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-roid, 
Tottenham. — On  May  2i  Mr.  F.  Reed  weighed-in  a  trout 
31b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Collier,  one  of  31b.  loz.  On  the  27th 
Mr.  C.  Baynton  weighed-in  a  fine  trout  of  51b.  5oz.,  which 
the  club  are  having  put  up.  Up  to  the  present  our 
members  have  had  very  good  sport  among  the  trout,  over 
251b.  having  already  been  weighed-in  since  the  opening  of 
the  season.  A  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on  8th 
inst.,  at  8.30  p.m. — W.  J.  Prick. 

Firm  and  Trne  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-street,  Walworth. — In  future  the  above  club 
will  change  its  clubhouse  from  the  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  to  the  above  address,  and  the  club 
night  will  be  on  Thursday  evening,  from  nine  till  eleven, 
instead  of  Wednesday  evening.  We  go  into  our  new  club- 
room  on  Thursday  next,  June  9,  when  I  hope  all  members 
will  to  present.  I  wish  to  tha.nk  Mr.  Flowers  for  the 
handsome  way  he  acted  towards  our  society  on  leaving  his 
house  and  giving  us  two  half-guineas  as  prizes  for  the 
coming  season. — T.  Rossee. 

Hozton  Brothers'  Angrling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  —  The  annual  dinner 
of  the  above  society  wOl  take  place  on  June  12,  at  the 
Bull  Inn,  Ware,  and  the  distribution  of  prizes  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  June  23. — Johnny. 

Islin^rtou  Brothers  Anglingf  Society,  Myddle 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — We  met  as  usual  on  Slst  ult., 
Mr.  Burwash  in  the  chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
vious meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  new  privilege 
tickets  are  ready.  Will  members  kindly  show  up  on 
Tuesday  next,  also  on  Monday,  June  6,  for  the  distribution 
of  prizes  and  concert  ?  Ladies  cordially  invited.  Those 
members  who  have  not  sent  in  their  prizes  will  oblige  by 
doing  so  on  or  before  Monday  next. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome 
road. — Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place  on  Wednesday,  June  15.  Will  all  gentlemen  who 
have  promised  prizes  please  forward  them  to  me  at  their 
earliest  convenience. — A.  Ide. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road. — A  special  meeting  is 
called  for  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  prize  list  for  coming 
season,  and  other  business.  Mr.  H.  KiUick  was  proposed 
for  membership,  and  wiU  be  balloted  for  in  the  usual  way 
next  week. — W.  Watling, 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— A  good  muster  of  members  and  ladies 
turned  up  at  our  outing  on  Whit-Monday,  only  to  meet 
with  disappointment.  The  weather  was  beastly— wet, 
windy,  and  cold — and  how  some  of  them  stood  it  out  was 
marvelloDs,  for  I  cannot,  looking  back  over  fifty  years, 
remember  a  day  for  general  wretchedness  to  touch 
Monday  last.  However,  it  came  t  j  an  end  somehow  at 
last,  and  a  good  tea  at  the  Wynnstay  Arms  made  things  a 
little  better.  The  scales  showed  Dr.  Bradshaw,  first; 
T.  White,  second;  R.  Whittington,  third;  and  D.  W. 
Jeffreys,  fourth.  The  trout  came  very  short,  ard  the 
majority  of  those  that  rose  were  missed.  The  Common 
or  Garden  fly  seemed  to  be  the  favoni  ite. — Rd.  WooLFAiL. 

Maldon  and  Hey  bridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon. — During  the  past  week  there 
has  again  been  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  whiting  pout 
taken  at  Heybridge  Basin  and  in  the  Maldon  river,  near 
Paddle  Dock.  Numerous  crafts  have  been  out  fishing, 
and  all  have  had  good  takes  of  fish  on  each  occasion. 
Messrs.  Bevers,  May,  Springett,  Perry,  Warwicker,  Brown, 
Arthur,  Eavery,  Hutchinson,  Clark,  Hardy  Brothers,  and 
several  London  anglers  have  had  most  excellent  sport.  F. 
Keen  and  _H.  Hope,  fishing  on  May  28,  caught  fcwt.  of 
these  fish  in  a  few  hours,  with  rod  and  line  and  sprawl. 
The  season  for  eel  bobbing  and  hooking  has  now  com- 
menced, and  some  few  have  been  taken  in  the  Navigation 
and  Langford  waters.  The  next  meeting  in  connection 
with  the  above  society  will  be  held  on  Wednesday, 
June  8,  when  arrangements  will  be  made  to  distribute  the 
prizes  for  the  past  season  to  the  successful  competitors. 
Members  please  make  it  convenient  to  attend  the  next 
meeting,  as  important  business  has  to  be  transacted.  As 
the  opening  season  is  near,  I  beg  to  remind  our  London 
anglers  that  the  tickets  for  the  Langford  Fishery  are  now 
being  issued,  and  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above 
clubhouse,  or  to  F.  Keen,  26,  Spital-road,  Malion. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N.— Will  members  please  note  that  our  next 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  June  7  ?  I  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  as  soon  as  possible  from  those  members  requiring 
privilege  tickets,  so  that  I  may  have  them  ready  by  the 
15th.  Mr.  Swann  took  a  brace  of  trout  on  May  29,  at 
Hertford,  with  the  May  Fly,  and  also  a  very  fine  dace, 
weighing  close  on  IJlb.— A.  E.  Hendon. 

Korth-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E.— It  is  with  the 
deepest  regret  we  have  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr. 
T.  Mellish,  one  of  our  old  and  esteemed  members,  who 
met  with  an  accident  on  Friday,  May  27,  and  died  three 
days  after.  His  good  work  for  the  above  club,  and  also 
other  clubs  with  which  he  was  connected,  has  caused  us 
all  to  mourn  his  loss  very  much.  He  will  be  buried  on 
Tuesday  next  at  Ilford  Cemetery.  Special  meeting  on 
June  15. — A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.— The  next  return  visit  on  theC.D.V.L. 
takes  place  at  the  above,  on  Tuesday,  June  14.  On 
May  25  our  prize  list  was  added  to  very  liberally,  and  with 
several  promises,  more  to  be  named  later.  None  of  the 
members  have  been  out  after  trout,  but  are  waiting  for 
the  opening  day.— H.  Stretch. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
lottenham. — Our  annual  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place  on  Saturday,  May  28,  Mr.  Reitz  in  the  chair, 
laoedrby  Mr.  R.  Hoptonj  Mr.  Rowe,  pianist.   During  the 


evening  the  chairman  presented  the  prizes  as  follows 
Messrs.  S.  Rosevear,  R.  Hopton,  R.  Vyell,  Reitz 
Skeggs,  Coldwell,  Cartier,  and  G.  Thompson.  Harmony 
was  most  agreeably  interspersed,  among  those  contributing 
being  Messrs.  Rowe  (selection  on  violin  and  auto-harp) 
Allen,  Hopton,  G.  Letch,  Wall,  A.  Allen,  J.  Akiss 
Curtis,  A.  Hubbard,  G.  Wright,  Manning,  and  Irwing 
and  Miss  Stringer.  The  proceedings  terminated  after  a 
very  enjoyable  evening. — W.  S. 

Fhoeniz  Angling  Society,  Tavistock  Arms,  Steb 
bington-street,  N.W. — The  Crown  being  closed  pro  tern 
our  next  meeting  wiU  be  at  the  above  address.  Shoulc. 
like  to  see  members  on  June  5,  if  possible,  as  well  as 
Tuesday,  June  7.  The  business  is  most  important,  as  it  is 
proposed  we  move  from  the  Crown,  and  our  distribution 
must  take  place  before  next  season. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Clmpel 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  our  last  meeting  night 
we  got  through  a  fair  amount  of  business.  We  made 
another  new  member,  and  decided  to  have  our  first  outing 
at  Langley,  on  June  19,  in  the  Tank  Pound  ;  boundary 
one  rod  only;  leave  Paddington  by  the  8.10  a.m.  train, 
and  cease  fishing  at  7.45  p.m. ;  register  fish  at  the  North 
Star,  not  later  than  8.15  p.m.  There  are  twelve  good 
prizes. — Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street. — On  June  1  we  had  a  very  good 
attendance  of  members,  and  got  through  a  vast  amount  of 
business.  It  is  decided  to  hold  a  special  general  meeting 
on  June  15,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  crowded  attendance. 
WUl  members  kindly  attend  next  meeting  night,  so  as  to 
clear  the  books. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.  —  A  special  committee 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  the  8th.  Members 
will  oblige  by  attending  to  this,  as  it  is  important. — 
F.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — We  had  a  good  muster 
of  members  on  June  1,  when  Mr.  Forderee  was  elected  a 
working  member.  The  tenth  annual  dinner  and  distribu 
tion  of  prizes  takes  place  at  the  Duke's  Head,  Leather 
head,  cn  June  12.  Ticket  and  railway  included,  63.  6d 
Train  starts  from  main  line,  Waterloo,  10  a.m. — George 
George. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  1,  Foley 
street,  W. — We  are  forming  a  new  prize  list  for  the 
ensuing  season.  Will  members  and  friends  please  declare 
for  those  offered  as  soon  as  possible,  and  attend  next 
Tuesday,  as  we  have  important  business  ? — W.  Aldis. 

Sociable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  FeUx-street,  Cambridge  Heath.— On  June  8 
the  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  wiU  take  place 
at  the  above  house  ;  supper  on  table  8. .30.  A  concert  will 
be  held  afterwards,  to  which  anglers  and  friends  are 
cordially  invited. — T.  Jones. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  at  the 
Clapham  Junction  A.S.,  the  Clarence,  Winstanley-road, 
Clapham  Junction,  on  Tuesday,  June  7.  I  should  like  to 
see  a  good  muster,  as  this  is  a  very  good  visiting  club. — 
Alf.  Painter. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — At  our  well  attsnded 
meeting  we  elected  another  working  member,  Mr.  Taylor, 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  making  eight  in  three  weeks. 
Will  donors  of  prizes  kindly  forward  sime.  Members 
(honorary  and  working)  please  let  me  know  by  Tuesday 
evening  next  as  to  tickets  they  require  for  supper,  as  we 
expect  a  big  muster. — C.  Chalk. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— On  Wednesday  our 
meeting  was  well  attended,  and  we  got  through  a  lot  of 
business.  The  A.B.S.  and  privilege  tickets  must  now  be 
renewed.  Members  requiring  same  must  give  in  their 
names  and  money  by  Wednesday  next.  We  have  opened 
a  lisr.  for  the  widow  of  our  late  member,  Mr.  T.  Jarvis. — 
W.  W.  Dhuffee. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the 
Rutland  Hotel,  The  Mall,  Hammersmith,  on  the  16th 
inst.  Our  pre.ident,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  will  occupy 
the  chair,  supported  by  several  well  known  gentlemen  in 
connection  with  the  angling  world.  Members  are  desired 
tj  clear  the  books  of  any  arrears  on  Thursday  evening 
next,  so  that  we  can  show  a  good  financial  account. 
Members  having  taken  prizes  are  requested  to  bring  same 
for  distribution  at  our  dinner,  and  also  to  return  unsold 
tickets  by  Saturday  next. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  White  Hart. 
Tottenham,  N. — On  May  19  our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  was  a  great  success.  On  May  26  we 
also  held  our  annual  general  meeting  for  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  season.  Mr.  R.  Hayward  was 
re-elected  president ;  and  Mr.  W.  Butler  was  re-elected 
vice-president ;  and  W.  Beaumont,  hon.  secretary.  Will 
all  members  please  attend  next  meeting  night,  as  we  have 
important  business  on  hand. — W.  Beaumont. 


Wonders  will  never  cease  we  are  told;  but  it  cannot  be 
lenied  that  Holloway's  Pills  are  the  greatest  wonder  of  modern 
times.  They  correct  bile,  pi'event  flatulency,  cleanse  the  liver,  and 
purify  the  system,  strengthen  the  stomach,  increase  the  appetite, 
invigorate  the  nerves,  promote  health,  and  reinstate  the  weakto  an 
ardour  of  feeling  never  before  experienced.  The  sale  of  these 
Pills  throughout  the  globe  astonishes  everybody,  convincing  the 
most  sceptical  that  there  is  no  medicine  equal  to  Holloway's  Pills 
for  removing  the  complaints  incidental  to  the  human  race.  They 
are  indeed  a  blessing  to  the  afliicted,  and  a  boon  to  those  who 
suffer  from  disorders,  Internal  or  external.  Thousands  of 
persons  have  testified  that  by  their  use  alone  they  have  been 
restored  to  health,  after  other  remedies  had  proved  unsuccessful. 


TWO  STORIES  FROM  HARPER'S 
MAGAZINE  FOR  JUNE. 
"SWEET  REVENGE. 

"The  judge  had  never  taken  a  Turkish  bath,  but  he  was 
not  feeling  his  best  that  morn!n(r,and  it  suddenly  occurr<d 
to  him  to  test  its  vivifying  effects,  so  enthuBiastically 
descanted  upon  by  his  young  friends. 

"It  seemed  to  the  judge  that  the  rubber  was  terribly 
rough,  but,  fearing  to  expose  his  inexperience  and  subject 
himself  to  ridicule  by  objecting  to  the  regular  treatment, 
he  patiently  endured  being  punched,  pummelled,  slapped, 
spanked,  whacked,  and  poked,  until  he  could  not  stand 
the  torture  a  moment  longer. 

"  '  Is — it  —  qui-ite  —  neces-sary —  to  — m-ake — me — bla- 
ack — and  —  blue — all — ov-ver?'  panted  the  judge  as 
irregularly  as  the  rubber  dug  hia  fists  in  more  or  less 
vigorously. 

"'Never  you  mind;  I'm  fixin'  yon,'  responded  the 
rubber,  redoubling  his  assaults,  and  grinning  diabolically 
— at  least,  so  it  seemed  to  the  judge. 

"  '  Who  [dap,  groanl  are  [thud,  t/roan]  you  'f  '  gasped 
the  judge,  a  horrible  suspicion  dawning  in  his  mind. 
'  Your  [inhack,  groan]  face  [thumjp,  yroa n,j  does  v:hack, 
groauj  look  [slap,  groan]  fa —  thud,  groan] — miliar' 
[swish,  groan], 

"  '  Oh  !  you  remember  me,  do  you  !- '  growled  the 
rubber  earoastically.  '  Well,  dash  yer  old  hide,  mebbe 
you'd  like  to  send  me  up  for  six  months  again  for  prize 
fightin' !  "'   

"DOOLIN  AND  THE  THUNDER-BOLT.' 

"P.  Doolin  was  a  track-walker  on  the  Erie  Railroad. 
He  attended  a  wake  one  day,  shortly  before  it  was  time 
for  him  to  go  on  duty,  with  the  lamentable  result  that 
early  in  the  evening  he  seemed  ambitious  to  walk  on  both 
sides  of  the  track  at  once. 

"The  'Thunder-bolt'  express  was  due  to  pass  the 
Haskell-road  at  8.45.  At  that  time  Doolin  reached  the 
road,  but  the  train  did  not  appear.  She  was  still  invisible 
at  9.0,  and  Doolin  began  to  worry  about  her  in  a  maudlin 
way.  When  she  was  twenty  minutes  late  he  could  control 
his  anxiety  no  longer,  and  began  walking  the  track  toward 
her  as  fast  as  he  could  in  his  unst9ady  condition. 

"The  'Thunder-bolt'  meantime  was  flying  along  at 
unusual  speed.  She  had  been  delayed  by  a  trifling  wreck, 
and  the  driver  was  making  up  lost  time.  Suddenly  a 
lantern  whirled  like  a  giant  Catherine-wheel  in  the  gloom 
far  down  the  track.  The  diiver'sface  whitened;  the  brakes 
ground  into  the  complaining  wheels;  the  engine  rocked 
and  trembled  ;  passengers  lurched  in  their  seats  ;  and 
with  hiss  of  air  and  steam  the  '  Thunder-bolt '  stopped. 

"  Dropping  from  his  cab,  the  trembling  engineer  ran 
up  to  where  P.  Doolin  stood. 

"  '  What — what's  the  matter  ?  '  he  gasped, 

"  '  Ye' re  late,'  said  Doolin.    '  Fv:hat  kept  ijoz  f  " 


^offings  bp  l^c  35ap. 

_  The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next,  June  6,  at  the 
Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Co  vent  Garden. 


The  Amicible  Waltonians  have  always  been  renowned 
for  their  amicability.  Their  late  secretary,  Mr.  George 
Merry,  always  made  things  "merry."  Press  of  business 
caused  him  to  resign  after  many  years  of  secretarial 
duty ;  but  I  hear  with  great  pleasure  that  he  has  con- 
sented to  take  the  helm  once  more.  The  first  sign  of  his 
energy  and  "go  "  is  to  the  effect  that  on  Monday  even- 
ing, June  27,  he  has  arranged  for  a  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  If  I  should  ever  get  well  again — that  is  by  the 
date  announced — I  will  run  in  for  half  an  hour  and  wiih 
"  George  "  the  success  he  and  his  good  old  club  deserve. 


On  Whit  Monday  "  Ben  "  (Abrahams,  of  course)  had  a 
day's  sea  fishing  at  Newhaven,  with  rod  and  line.  Does 
Ben  think  that  after  abolishing  gross  weight  fishing  in  hia 
club — and  lots  of  clubs  are  manfully  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  AUason  United — does  Ben  think  we 
imagined  he  would  use  a  net  ?  No  ;  fishing  off  the  pier 
he  caught  thirty-eight  flounders  and  two  whiting.  Lug- 
worms  and  mussels  were  the  baits  used.  He  continues  : 
'  Over  two  dozen  boats  were  at  work.  Two  Frenchmen - 
(off  one  of  the  boats  lying  in  the  harbour)  caught  two  good 
weavers."  Bravo,  Ben.  Just  bide  a  wee  until  the 
"  season  "  opens,  and  I'll  give  you  a  list  of  my  cjptures. 


The  seventeenth  annual  dinner  of  the  West  London 
Angling  Club  will  take  place  at  the  Rutland  Hotel,  Mall- 
road,  Hammersmith,  on  Thursday,  June  16,  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock.  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  is  the  president,  and 
all  who  know  him  (and  who  does  not  ?)  will  make  certain 
of  an  enjoyable  evening.  Their  indefatigable — and  he  is 
that — secretary  has  invited  me  to  be  present.  Hammer- 
smith on  a  Thursday  evening  won't  go.  1  wish  it  could. 
No  matter  I    Go  on,  West  London  anglers,  and  prosper. 


Mr,.  Ricks  writes:  "On  Friday,  May  27th,  the 
Ma'denhead,  Cookham,  and  Bray  Thames  Angling 
AssociitioQ  purchased  and  placed  another  lot  of  trout  in 
the  Thames.  The  fish,  numbering  twenty-one  brace  of 
good  trout,  averaged  lib.  each,  and  were  transferred  to 
the  river  by  Mr.  Harry  WUder,  the  head  bailiff  of  the 
association." 

 > ♦« ♦ <  

I  READ  in  the  MUdmay  Angling  Society's  club  report 
that  a  dice  of  "close  on"  IJlb.  has  been  taken  by  one 
of  their  members.    I  congratulate  the  fortunate  captor 
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All  1  ask  is  that  I  may  feast  my  eyes  on  it  when  Mr 
Cooper  has  done  with  it.    A  dace  of  lib.  2oz.  is  not 
very  bad  one,  but  "  close  on  "  lib.  8oz.— well,  I've  dore. 

Mr._  a.  T.  Cobbold  informs  me  that  a  fine  salmon, 
weighing  over  161b. ,  was  caught  io  the  tidal  waters  of  the 
Orwell,  about  five  milt  s  from  Ipswich,  on  May  26.  It  was 
taken  m  a  net,  and  the  fish  had  sea  lice  on.  Evidently 
this  misguided  i^alar  had  lost  his  way. 

Owing  to  the  vigilance  of  a  member  of  the  Maidstone 
Anghng  and  Preservation  Society  a  fishmonger  of  that 
town  has  recently  been  summoned  and  convicted  for 
exposing  a  pike  for  sale  at  his  shop  on  May  18. 


On  May  28,  at  Marlow,  a  really  fine  conditioned  trout, 
weighing  ll^lb. ,  was  taken  by  Mr.  Browne,  apinning  in 
the  run  in  the  weir.  Notwithstanding  the  ungenial nature 
of  the  season  about  twenty  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
dishict,  but  they  have  not  exceeded  2ilb.  and  4Jlb.  in 
weight.  However,  these  demonstrate  the  good  work  done 
by  the  Trout  Preservation  Asscciatioa  in  tnrEing  in  young 
fish;  and,  given  warmer  weather,  some  larger  specimens 
will  doubtless  be  secured.  It  is  generally  remarked,  with 
regret,  that  the  association  is  not  more  liberally  and 
numerously  supported. 

 >»»♦■<  

Mr.  Councilloe  David  Slater  hss  been  enjoying 
sport  onhispiivate  water  at  Newark-upon-Trent,  though 
not  amongst  the  big  trout  of  which  he  was  in  search. 
Amongst  other  fish,  on  Friday  last,  he  landed  a  splendid 
eel,  ili'm.  in  length,  and  weighing  4ib.  7oz.,  though  not 
without  a  few  anxious  moments  respecting  the  fate  of  the 
light  trout  rod  and  tackle  he  was  using.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  he  secured  (and  returned)  miny  moderate  trout 
and  good  roach,  a  brace  of  the  latter  being  retained,  an 
inspection  of  which  showed  the  ova  far  from  being  fully 
developed,  and  that  some  weeks  must  have  elapsed  ere  the 
same  had  been  deposited.  On  Wednesday  next  Mr.  Slater 
represents  the  Newark  Piscatorial  Association  in  the 
national  angling  oompstitioa  on  Loch  Leven,  and  the  hope 
of  the  little  Trent-side  town  is  that  he  may  be  fairly 
successful. 


An  angling  correspondent  relates  a  somewhat  curious 
occurrence  whilst  fishing  on  the  Carey,  in  Devonshire  : 
"  This  gentleman  hooked  a  trout  on  his  leader,  and, 
whilst  playing  it,  another  tried  several  times  to  take  the 
drop  fly,  following  it  up  close  to  the  bank,  and  did  not 
seem  at  all  concerned  at  the  unsuccessful  attempts  of  the 
captured  trout  to  escape.  The  hooked  fish  was  landed, 
and  the  fly  thrown  to  the  other  trout,  which  immediately 
caught  on  to  the  dropper,  and  quickly  joined  its  companion 
in  the  angler's  basket." 


Salmon  fishing  on  the  moorland  watars  of  the  river 
Dart  has  been  pretty  brisk  of  late.  I  am  reminded  of  an 
exciting  run  for  both  "  hooker  and  hooked  "  in  the  liver 
above  Dartmeet,  where  an  angler,  with  one  of  the  small 
rods  SD  much  used  on  the  moor,  hooked  a  fine  salmon. 
The  fish  at  once  commenced  to  run,  and  to  avoid  the  risk 
of  losing  his  tackle,  or  breaking  his  rod,  the  fisherman 
followed  suit.  The  river  is  a  succession  of  falls  at  this 
part,  and  the  salmon  cleared  some  half  a  dozen  of  these 
before  it  reached  a  pool,  some  distance  downstream,  from 
which  it  was  landed  with  the  help  of  another  angler,  who 
Slid  it  was  quite  the  most  exciting  chase  after  a  fish  he 
had  ever  seen. 


Lovers  of  laughter  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that 
Messrs.  Jarrold  and  Sons  issue  this  week  the  first  edition 
of  "A  Few  Smiles,"  by  W.  Carter  Platts,  the  popular 
humourist.  The  book,  whose  sole  object  is  to  amuse, 
deals  with  the  comic  side  and  humorous  incidents  of  country 
life,  both  indoors  and  out,  and  is  advertised  as  being  the 
"  First  Aid  to  the  Smile."  It  is  published  in  popular  one 
shilling  fancy  boards  style,  uniform  with  "Angling  Done 
Here,"  which  was  so  successful  last  year. 

With  the  wonderful  holiday  show  and  the  art  metal 
exhibition,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Eoval  Aquarium 
has  baen  very  largely  patronised  during  the  past  week. 
The  entertainments  are  par  excellence,  and  the  exhibition 
of  metal  work  is  certainly  the  most  comprehensive  of  the 
many  and  various  displays  which  have  been  held  at  the 
Aquarium  in  the  past  few  years.  The  loan  exhibits 
occupy  the  whole  cf  St.  Stephen's  Great  Hall,  while  the 
mam  haU  and  the  vast  galleries  are  full  of  trade  displays. 
No  technical  knowledge  is  required  tj  appreciate  this 
interesting  exposition. 

 >♦»♦<  

A  FRIEND  (yes;  I  still  claim  one  or  two}  sent  me  a  little 
packet  by  post.  Directed  to  "Dragnet,  '  I  naturally 
thought  It  must  be  a  salmon.  But  no  ;  it  was  a  dear  little 
snuff  box,  in  the  lid  of  which  was  written  : 

"  He  who  is  not  a  friend  at  a  pinch  is  not  worth  n  snuff." 
Now,  as  everyone  knows,  I  have  no  small  vices  (with  the 
exception  of  Scotch).    If  snuff-taking  were  a  vice  I  should 
c  T?"^?  m  PO^s^ss  it.    The  box  was  filled  with  "  Wilson's 
8. P.,     TopmilL    The  letter  accompanying  the  present 

read  thusment ;  "When  you  are  in  dotibt  lead"  no 

I  mean  take  a  pinch  of  snuff;  when  you  are  worried 
or  bothered,  take  several  pinches  of  snuff  ;  when  things  look 
gloomy,  ditto,  ditto ;  when  in  congenial  society,  hand  the 
box  round,  and  make  everything  more  congenial  and 
friendly  '  Thanks,  friend  Harland.  1  have  tided  over  a 
Kevere  illness,  and  I  do  not  intend— just  yet— to  "  snuff  it." 
Ihe  formidable  list  of  troubles  you  have  enumerated  will 
not  alter  the  serenity  which  is  my  wont— ask  the  miteus. 


I  MET  my  friend  Mr.  Harry  Willing  in  the  Strand 
recently  (not  far  from  Farlow's).  The  conversation 
naturally  turned  upon  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  "  May 
Fi  ies."  I  showed  him  one  which  I  had  made  myself  ('') 
But  he  startled  me  when  he  showed  me  a  feather  which 
he  mtpnded  to  "turn  into  a  May."  "  That,"  said  he 
was  taken  from  the  first  bird  I  ever  shot."  Feathers  are 
not  much  in  my  line,  and  as  I  could  not  guess  what  his 
first  bird  was,  he  told  me  that  it  was  a  chicken  !  Now, 
as  soon  as  the  shooting  season  commences,  I'm  after  a 
robin. 


For  all  kinds  of  flat  fish  London  is  the  very  finest 
market  in  the  world,  says  the  Cornhill  Magazine. 
Nowhere  are  these  delicatj  and  justly  prized  fish  to  be 
had  in  such  quantities  or  in  such  uniform  and  constant 
supply.  Soles,  turbot,  and  brill  are  in  season  in  every 
month  of  the  year ;  they  never  go  out  of  condition,  and 
the  supply  never  fails.  Of  the  inferior  kinds,  we  mention 
plaice  and  flounders  elsewhere ;  but  it  should  he  remem- 
bered that  ia  the  months  of  February,  March,  and  April 
they  are  out  of  season  and  absolutely  worthless.  Among 
the  "prime"  flit  fish,  fashion,  or  change  of  taste,  has 
recently  rearranged  the  order  of  precedence— and  of  price 
Formerly  turbot  by  general  consent  held  first  place. 
Turbot  and  lobster  sauce  was  so  much  a  necessary  part  of 
f  I'i"^^"^  party  that  special  "  turbot  plates  "  were  made  to 
hold  the  tine  fish— which,  according  to  custom,  appeared 
on  the  table. 

 >*»-».^  

At  the  Caerwya  Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  a  case  was 
heard  in  which  a  Londoner  was  sued  by  James  Eyan,  one 
c  f  the  water  bailiff's  of  the  Clwyd  and  Elwy  Fishery  Board, 
for  fishing  at  Pontruffydd  for  trout  with  a  rod  and  line 
without  a  licence.  The  bailiff  stated  that  on  Good  Friday 
he  saw  defendant  fishing  in  the  river  near  Pontruffydd 
Bridge,  and  went  to  him  and  asked  him  if  he  had  a  licence. 
Defendant  said  he  had  none,  but  produced  a  permit  from 
Col.  Mesham  to  fish.  Defendant  said  the  "  Hugheses  of 
Kimmel"  had  sent  him  to  fish  there.  Defendant  was 
fined  43.  and  costs,  in  all  £3  7s.  6d. 


OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  20  (New  Series). 


MR.  THOMAS  HENRY  SOWERBUTTS, 
Whose  portrait  is  given  above,  is  a  member  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers  A.S.  The  excellence  of  the  Sowerbutts  roach 
poles  made  the  name  of  his  late  father,  Mr.  Thomas 
Collins  Sowerbutts,  a  household  word  with  roach  fishers. 
Since  the  death  of  his  father  the  subject  of  the  present 
sketch,  with  his  mother,  has  carried  on  the  business  at 
151,  Commercial-street-east,  and  his  own  mechanical  skill, 
supplemented  by  the  parental  tuition  and  practical  expe- 
rience as  a  roach  fisher,  have  not  allowed  the  "  Sowerbutts" 
roach  pole  to  recede  one  iota  from  the  high  standard 
of  excellence  established  by  his  predecessor.  Mr.  T.  H. 
Sowerbutts  has  some  good  roach  to  his  credit,  the  largest, 
a  fine  fish  of  2^1b.,  taken  from  the  Lea  at  St.  Margaret's, 
Though  comparatively  young,  he  is  an  old  angler,  his 
experiences  commencing  with  a  bent  pin  at  Windsor.  He, 
following  the  example  of  his  father,  has  presented  prizes 
to  the  various  A,B.S.  and  other  competitions,  and  pre- 
sented a  "  Sowerbutts  "  roach  pole  for  the  A.B.S.  com- 
petition held  at  Eye  House  on  March  20  last.  The  above 
portrait  is  from  a  photo  taken  two  years  ago. 


LuMSDEN,  of  Datchet,  had  a  nice  trout  of  Cilb.  on 
Tuesday. 

 >♦♦♦<  

"  Fattenint,  "  or  plumping  oysters,  says  the  American 
Fishing  Gazette,  for  the  market  is  done  not  so  much  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  quality  as  for  making  them 
appear  more  presentable  in  the  eyes  of  the  housewife. 
The  so-called  fattening  process  consists  in  placing  oysters 
in  a  fluid  which  is  lees  dense  than  that  in  which  they 


ordinarily  live— that  is,  in  water  which  is  less  salt  than 
the  normal.  The  result  is  that  the  fluid  gets  into  the 
tissues,  causing  them  to  swell  in  much  the  same  way  as  a 
dry  sponge  swells  when  it  is  put  iato  water.  By  this 
means  the  weight  of  an  oyster  may  be  increased  anywhere 
from  12  to  20  per  cent.,  and  the  same  result  may  be 
obtained  by  putting  oysters  in  water  after  they  have  been 
removed  from  the  shell.  It  is  generally  assumed  that  the 
desired  object  is  obtained  by  adding  cornmeal  or  oatmeal 
to  the  water  in  which  the  creatures  are  kept.  The  oyster, 
however,  is  an  animal  which  does  not  have  a  head  to 
direct  it  in  the  selection  of  its  food  ;  it  depends  entirely 
on  the  action  of  a  number  of  little  hairlike  processes, 
which  produce  a  current  towards  its  mouth,  and  so  cause 
the  minute  particles  on  which  it  feeds  to  be  washed  into 
its  digestive  apparatus. 


Stories  were  being  told  "  over  the  wine  and  walnuts." 
An  English  nobleman  had  just  finished  a  tale  of  a  tiger  he 
had  shot  which  measured  24ft.  from  snout  to  tail-tip. 
Everyone  was  astonished,  but  no  one  ventured  to  insinuate 
a  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  story,  when  presently  a  Scots- 
man told  his  tale.  He  had  once  caught  a  fish  which,  he 
said,  he  was  unable  to  pull  in  alone,  managing  only  to  land 
it  at  last  with  the  aid  of  six  friends.  "  It  was  a  skate,  and 
it  covered  two  acres."  Silence  followed  this  recital,  during 
which  the  offended  nobleman  left  the  table.  The  host 
followed.    After  returning,  he  said  to  the  Scotchman, 

Sir,  you  have  insulted  my  lord.    You  must  apologise." 

I  didna  iosalt  him,"  said  the  Scot.  "Yes,  you  did, 
"'w  two-acre  fish  story.    You  must  apologise.'' 

Well,"  said  the  offender,  slowly,  with  the  air  of  one 
making  a  great  concession,  "  tell  him  if  he  will  take  10ft, 
off  that  tiger,  I  will  see  what  I  can  do  with  that  fish.'' 

Turbot  "  I'm  told  that  Miss  Cockle  has  become 
quite  Ibsenical  of  late.  She  says  she  wants  to  evolve  her 
Ego."  Flounder:  "Ah,  that's  just  what  she  would 
want  to  do.  She  was  always  inclined  to  be  a  little 
shell-fish,  you  know." 


The  annual  dianer  of  the  New  Albion  Pisoatorial 
Society  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet-street,  on  Thursday 
evening,  was  a  grand  affair.  An  admirable  chairman  was 
Mr.  A.  J.  Millington,  and  Mr.  F.  Salter,  as  vice,  sustained 
his  reputation.  The  company  was  a  record  one,  and  in 
addition  to  a  host  of  Fleet-street  litterateurs  I  noticed 
Mr.  P.  Cully,  M.P.,  Dr.  Patterson,  Messrs.  T. 
Crumplen,  J.  R.  Eiohardson,  Y.  Henderson,  W.  L. 
Chamness,  W.  F.  Grimmett,  Alfred  Newton  (of 
"  O.V.H."  whisky  fame).  Field,  Cally,  J.  L.  GUI, 
W^R.  Smith,  W.  Chamber,  C.  Davis,  G.  Elliott,  New- 
bury, E,  W.  Shepherd,  &c.  After  dinrer  (which  was  in 
Anderton's  gilt-edged  style),  song  and  toast  and  speech 
was  the  order.  This  was  the  menu:  Spring  soap; 
Neapolitan  soup ;  salmon  and  cucumber ;  de^ed  white- 
bait ;  Surrey  fowls  and  York  ham  ;  vegetables  (in  season 
and  out) ;  sirloin  of  beef ;  wine  jellies  ;  pastry  of  every 
conceivable  and  inconceivable  shape,  taste,  and  make ; 
and — something  to  diink. 


I  HAVE  attended  a  few  banquets  in  my  time,  but  cannot 
remember  one  where  the  songs,  recitations,  and  music 
were  so  good.  The  -violin  solos  by  Mr.  S.  0.  Parrot  were 
admirably  rendered,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Judge  was  an  accom- 
panist of  the  first  water.  Mr,  A.  G,  Pearce  (tenor)  was 
in  grand  trim,  and  the  recitations  (thrice  encored)  of  Mr. 
F.  Read  evoked  thunders  of  applause.  Sorry  cinnot  say 
"  more  on  this  head,"  Of  course,  "  The  Queen"  and 
"  New  Albions  "  were  toasted.  Mr.  A.  E.  Matthews  gave 
"  Preservation  Angling  Societies,"  in  which  he  eulogised 
the  gwd  work  being  done  by  the  T.A.P.S,,  T.R.A.,  &c. 
Mr,  Crumplen  and  Dr.  Patterson  responded.  Mr.  F. 
Salter  gave  "  The  Visitors  and  Prize  Donors."  Secre- 
tary Baldwin,  during  the  reading  of  his  report,  was 
interrupted  by  the  usual  Derby  dog  running  across  the 
field.  Here  I  may  mention  that  100  guineas  and  one  half 
guinea  was  the  amount  promised  for  next  season's  prizes. 
No  gross  weight  prizes  at  the  N.A.P.,  and  the  ttandard 
of  fish  very  high. 

 >  <  

Mk.  Baldwin  said  they  had  more  fish  than  ever  this 
season  (13141b.),  and  amongst  them  was  a  roach  of  2^1b. 
The  prize  list,  of  £90  in  value,  was  fished  for  without  one 
misunderstanding  or  disagreement;  Mr.  C.  Davis,  having 
taken  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon's  15-guinea  cup  for  the  third 
time,  became  the  owner.  Mr.  J.  Wood,  a  new  membsr, 
offered  a  cup  valued  at  15  guineas  to  be  fished  for  on 
similar  terms.  Apologies  for  absence  were  read.  The 
chairman  was  extolled,  the  officers  and  committee  thanked 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  conducted  the  affairs  of 
the  society,  and  the  secretary  voted  "  one  of  the  best." 
Then  came  Mr.  A.  Burridge  with  "The  Press,"  in  a 
commendably  short  speech,  responded  to  by  Messrs. ^ussy 
and  G.  H.  Howard.  Then  came  more  songs  and  recita- 
tions; more  champagne;  "Auld  Lang  Syne";  "God 
Bless  the  Prince  of  Wales  "  ;  a  final  at  the  Press  Club; 

a  walk  down  Fleet-street  that's  all.    Don't  know  any 

more. 


This  "  Thursday  night's  dinner  "  had  to  be  written  on 
the  stone  early  on  Frioay  morning,  with  the  printer  asking 
' '  How  much  more  of  it  ?  Space  for  twenty  lines  has  been 
left,  and  out  must  come  your  Whitsuntide  holiday 
account."  Now  that's  too  bad.  Wait  a  minute,  printer. 
Whit.  hoi.  outing.  Norfolk,  River  Wissey.  The  same 
three — Sam,  George,  and  Drag.  Weather — rain  and  blow. 
Cold.  Splendid  scenery.  Spring  chickens  (uu/ ducks  nice. 
Fish!  No  matter.  "  Cieorge,"  first;  "Sam,"  second; 
and  a_good  third  for  Dbaonet. 


June  4,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Pishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 
CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 

Manufacturer  of  all  kinds  of  Fishing  Rods 
in  Built  Cane  &  Green  heart,  Reels  &  Tackle. 

~TDnilT  DnnC    ^  joints  best  Built  Cane  Fly 
I  nUU  I  nUUO.       god,  lOft,  price  £2  Ss. 
Ditto,  lOJft.  to  lift.,  price  £2  7s.  6(1.;  with  Steel 
Centre,  ISs.  extra.. 

The  "  CHAMPIOH  "  Greeulieart  FX.Y 

BOD,  3  joints  and  very  best  flnisb,  259. 

THE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH  (Registered), 


This  Winch  is  made  in  two  sizes,  2fin.  and  S^in., 
with  click  or  silent  check.   It  has  two  special 
■  recommendations,  extreme  lightness  and  quick 
winding.    Price,  2iin.,  10s.  6d. ;  3Jin.,  128.  6d. 

laportaHt  to  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
tliroueliont  the  Kingdom. 

D.WID  SLATEB,  of  Newark- on-Trent,  being 
the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufacturer  of 
the  world-wide  known  "Nottingham"  Pattern 
Winches  in  their  various  forms,  and  holding  as 
fce  does  by  far  the  largest  stock  of  timber  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  such  manufacturers — hundreds 
of  thousands  of  blocks  in 'various  stages  of 
seasoning — is  prepared  to  supply  the  trade  direct 
at  lowest  prices.  A  Special  New  Pattern, 
"  Slater's  Wonder,"  In  nine  sizes,  2in.  to  4in.,  is 
made  on  similar,  but  much  improved  lines  to  the 
old  and  out  of  date  iron  back  production. 
"  Slater's  Wonder  "  has  a  solid  brass  back,  and 
yet  costs  less  than  the  old  pattern. 
SELL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE 
AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAPVI  rC  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
flAUIVLLO  Seals'  For,  Figs'  Wool,  &c. 

ALU   COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

8L  HIYNES  Sundays  Well-road  Cork. 


To  Amateur  Sod  and  FI7  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  GK)lf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Qbeeshkabt,  Hiceobt,  OB  Labcewood  ; 
IMn.    Sn.    gin.    iin.     |in.     iin.  2ft.  long. 
1/-    4d.    3d.    sa.    3d.    3d.  per  length 
1/6  8d.    7d.    ed.    6d.    4d.  S^ft.  long 

And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 
Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings.  Snake  Rings,  and  every 
Beqnlsite  for  Bod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to  suit 
all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern.  Is.  and  Is.  6d.  per 
doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. ;  Sample  half  dozen  to 
any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

Fly  MATEHIaLS.— Hackies  in  Bed.  Black, 
White,  Fomace,  and  other  natural  coloturs.  Id.  per 
ooz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed  Hackles, 
Ijd.  per  doz 

WiNos  FEB  PArfi.— Starlings.  IJd. ;  Snipe,  lid. . 
Woodcock,  Sd.;  Waterhen,  8d. ;  Partridge,  lid.: 
Golden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  lid. 

Floss  and  Ttoio  Silks.  9d.  per  doi.  hanks,  all 
shades.  

WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 

8S,  Market  Place,  Manaltestn. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TTNESroE,"  "  WANSBECK,"  and  other 
Rods.  Any  orders  received  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our 
customers  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  with  almost  every 
rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "  ANGLER'S  GUIDE  "  and  Illustrated  list  of  Eods  and  every 
Angling  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover 
postage.   


Double- 


Our  Special  "COQUETDALE" 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  £    B.  d. 

40  13ft   0  16  6 

41  Uft   0  18  6 

.42  15ft   10  0 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"  We  also  Hked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,  especially  a  '  Coquetdale ' 
fourteen-footer ;  this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and 
discovered  great  power." — Angler. 

"The  'Coquetdale'  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons."— Land 
and  Water. 

"  The  '  Coquetdale '  is  an  especially  good  pattern." — Rod  and  Crun. 


TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods. 


Our  Special 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c.,  similar 
to  our  "  Tyneside"  Trout  Rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete 

£ 

  1 


No. 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 


16ft. 
17ft. 
18ft. 
19ft. 
20ft. 


"  Dear  Sie, — The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout 
our  holiday,  and  we  were  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod, 
but  my  fisherman  was  delighted  with  it. 

"  It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a 
month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  difiBoult 
water,  and  with  trying  winds,  than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.     "  C.  H.  G." 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895-96. 

"  We  handled  an  18ft.  '  Tyneside,'  which  was  just  perfect  in  balance,  and  played 
through  to  the  butt  in  grand  style,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  North- 
country  firm  had  little  to  learn  about  rod  making." — Land  and  Water,  1895. 

"  We  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods.  We  had  the 
pleasure  some  time  ago  of  taking  a  friend's  rod  for  an  hour  on  a  salmon  reach,  and 
it  was  one  of  this  make.  They  are  used,  we  believe,  very  extensively  by  the  anglers 
on  Tyneside,  who  swear  by  them  at  all  times." — Angler,  1896. 

"  The  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods  are  remarkably  cheap  and  of  splendid  value,  double 
brazed,  and  finished  in  the  best  style." — Bod  and  Gun,  1896. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Telephone,  5611.        Telegraphic  Address :  "FiSHlNa." 


ESTABLISHED  1819. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

(Late  EDMONDSON), 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  omy  Address,  LIVERPOOL. 

Maker  of  RODS  (Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  Lancewood,  Washaber,  Cane,  or 
Split  Cane)  for  RIVER,  LAKE,  and  SEA  FISHING.  RODS,  FLEES,  &c.,  made  on 
the  Premises  to  any  design.'  Reels,  Lines,  Landing  Nets,  Gapfs,  Bags,  Minnows, 
Spoons,  Flies  (Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Grayling,  Trout).  WADING  STOCKINGS, 
12s.  6d.  (Splendid  Value).   Trousers,  Coats,  Brogues.   BAIT  for  Bottom  Fishing. 

Other  Departments  are  the  Cricket,  Lawn  Tennis,  Polo,  Croquet,  and  Golf. 
HAMMOCKS,  from  4s.  6d.    GARDEN  TENTS,  Cane  Walking  Stick  Seats,  16s.  6d. 

HENRY  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 


THE  "LATTICE"  ELASTIC 
STOCKING  is  ih-niOKt Comfort- 
able,Cleanly,  and  Effectoal  formof 
support  for  Varices i  Veins  and 
Sprains.  Made  of  soft  red  Wash- 
able Robber.  Anklet,  5/-;  Legging, 
5/-;  Knee  Cap.  5/-:  Thigh  Piece, 
6/-;  Stocking,  7,6.  Belts,  Trusses, 
and  all  kinds  of  Surgical  Appli- 
ances.—The  "  Littice '  Elastic 
Stocking  and  "  Uavette  "  Co., 
70,  B'euchurch-street,  E.C. 


GOLN&IDLANDSTRE&MS. 

Suitable  Trouting  Tackle, 
FAIRFORD,  GLOUCESTERSHIRL 

Sole  Agent  for  James  Ogden,  Cheltenham. 

SHOW'S 
WATERPROOF  DRESSING  for  LINES 

Imparts  a  pleasant  flexibility,  and  does 
not  rot  the  lines.  Easily  and  quickly 
applied.  Price,  per  cake.  Is. ;  post  free. 
Is.  2d. — Shaw,  40,  Bagby-road,  Wood- 
house-lane,  Leeds. 


STRAWSON'S  WATERPROOF. 

It  is  the  best  composition  in  the  world 
for  keeping  your  feet  warm  and  dry. 
It  has  been  used  by  all  the  leading 
sportsmen  in  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  for  over  thirty  year.". 


Send  for  1'-  Box,  post  free. 

TestimoniaUs  from  :  E.  R.  Wetherill,  Esq. 
(Horse  Gxiards),  H.  Chobnondeley  Peunell, 
Esq.,  Alex.  Wm.  Adair,  Esq.,  Capt.  J.  Erancis 
Cust,  Sir  Hope  Grant,  E.  Ellis,  Esq.,  and  Capt. 
Theodore  William. 


Houses,  Gun 


5oId  by  all  Sporting: 
Makers,  and  Shoe  Makers. 


BOOK  OF  TESTIMONIALS  POSI  FREE. 

STRAWSON    and  CO., 

LADY    LANE,  LEEDS. 


fLLIMANS  UNIVERSAL 

Abrogation  l/,, 

)R      ^.Ju  'rheumatism  7 12 


Trepare 
BY 


SLOUGH  ENGLAND 


422 


STILL  WATER  FISHING,  &c. 

It  may  interest  same  of  your  many  readers  to 
know  that  in  my  early  angling  days  good  coarse 
fishing  could  be  had  within  a  very  short  distance 
O'f  Charing  Cross.  Amongst  other  places,  the 
Serpentine,  in  Hyde  Park,  contained  splendid 
carp,  bream,  roach,  perch,  and  big  eels. 

Charles  Lynes,  a  friend  of  mine,  obtained  per- 
mission to  fish  that  portion  above  the  bridge 
called  the  Long  Water,  and  on  one  occasion  had 
a  grand  take  of  carp,  eels,  &c.  Just  below  the 
bridge  I  have  captured  l)ream  from  lib.  to  31b., 
but  my  best  catch  was  one  summer  evening — the 
fiish  feeding  well  after  dark ;  in  fact,  I  kept  at  it 
so  late  I  got  locked  in,  and  had  to  climb  over  the 
park  railings  to  get  home.  My  catclrfilled  a  big 
pail.  Our  method  of  fishing  was  as  follows  :  An 
ordinary  roach  rod  and  fine  drawn  gut  line,  with 
only  one  or  two  small  shots ;  a  porcupine  or 
light  quill  float  with  a  round  disk  of 'cardboard 
fixed  upon  the  top.  Any  movement  of  the  white 
disk  of  cardboard  enabled  the  angler  to  detect 
the  slightest  movement  of  the  float  in  the  dark. 
Baiting  our  hooks  with  the  brandling  worm,  a 
previous  baiting  being  given  the  swim  of  grains 
mixed  with  bullock's  blood.  The  grains  came 
from  Meux's  Brewery,  the  blood  from  Newport 
Market  slaughter-house.  Occasionally  the  bream 
would  give  notice  they  had  taken  the  bait  by 
rising  to  the  surface  with  a  splash,  the  float  never 
moving  or  going  under.  Some  years  after  this 
the  Serpentine  was  drained  off  and  the  bottom 
covered  with  lime,  which  destroyed  the  fish. 

I  see  the  London  County  Council  have  for  the 
past  year  or  two  placed  notices  round  the  Hamp- 
stead  and  Highgate  ponds  that  no  angling  is 
allowed  during  the  fence  time,  viz.,  March  15  to 
June  15.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  if  they  could  only  see  their  way  to  restock 
the  ponds  with  roach,  rudd,  bream,  tench,  and 
cai-p,  what  a  boon  it  would  be  to  young  anglers. 
That  a  few  good  fish  still  remain  in  some  of  the 
ponds  I  have  no  doubt ;  in  fact,  at  the  well-known 
Vale  of  Health  public-house,  several  cases  of 
preserved  fish  can  be  seen  by  persons  visiting  the 
bar.  In  my  young  days  I  have  taken  carp  from 
the  lake  in  the  Regent's  Park;  and  frequently 
bream,  over  lib.,  from  the  Regent's  Canal,  near 
Harrow-road.  The  old  river  Brent  in  those  days 
was  also  a  favourite  place,  good  roach,  bream, 
and  jack  being  caught ;  but  now  all  is  changed, 
these  places  being  either  fished  out,  not  by 
anglers,  but  by  nets,  or  angling  put  a  stop  to; 
so  youngsters  have  to  travel  longer  distances  to 
get  any  free  fishing  worth  having. 

One  of  the  best  places  to  give  a  young 
beginner  a  taste  for  the  art  is  near  Whitstable. 
Many  of  the  dykes  contain  rudd,  tench,  good 
eels,  &c.  The  fish  bite  freely,  even  if  they  do  not 
run  large — rudd  of  fib.  was  the  largest  I  can 
remember — but  the  sport  would  satisfy  any 
youngster,  the  rudd  biting  freely. 

I  once  had  good  sport  with  eels.  My  friend 
and  I  started  to  try  for  tench,  using  brandling 
worms  for  bait.  A  severe  thunderstorm  had  just 
passed  over  as  we  commenced  fishing.  Before 
my  friend  was  ready  I  had  landed  three  good  eels. 
As  fast  as  I  landed  one  I  was  into  another,  these 
eels  running  from  fib.  to  '21b.  each.  So  fast  did 
they  bite  that  our  stock  of  worms  were  soon 
exhausted;  but  the  landlord  of  the  house  where 
we  put  up  (the  Blue  Anchor)  kindly  assisted  us 
in  digging  up  more  worms,  and,  although  they 
were  full  of  dirt,  the  eels,  next  day,  bit  as  freely 
as  ever.  We  gave  a  number  away,  then  broiight 
back  to  town  enough  to  supply  our  friends. 

Boys  should  be  taught  how  to  handle  a  roach 
rod  properly ;  how  to  sit  and  hold  it,  resting  his 
left  arm  upon  his  knees,  the  butt  of  the  rod 
passing  under  his  right  wrist,  then  balanced  in  his 
left  palm,  and  when  a  bite  occurs  slightly  raise 
the  point  of  the  rod  with  a  sharp  but  light  touch. 
It  is  surprising  what  a  delicate  touch  can  be 
given. 

The  art  of  disjointing  the  rod  should  be  next 
taught,  the  advantages  of  it  fully  explained,  and 
the  ease  with  which  it  is  done  by  experts 
-Uustrated.  I  mention  this  in  passing  as  I 
recently  saw  a  gentleman,  holding  a  20ft.  white 
cane  roach  rod,  standing  up  and  waving  it  about 
as  if  it  were  a  salmon  rod.  I  f  uUy  expected  to  see 
it  break  in  half.  What  would  such  men  as 
Woodward  or  Osborne  have  thought  could  they 
have  seen  this  remarkable  performance.    I  think, 
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in  order  to  become  a  thorough  angler,  it  would  be 
better  to  commence  at  the  Alpha  of  the  art,  viz., 
roaching.  Delicacy  of  touch  and  the  proper 
handling  of  fish  would  then  be  obtained,  which 
might  be  of  use  when  playing  trout,  &c.  When 
roaching  is  fairly  mastered,  then  go  in  for  better 
sport.  One  other  piece  of  advice  to  the 
novice.  How  often  may  be  seen  a  number 
of  young  persons  fishing  close  together,  as 
if  the  fish  had  all  congregated  in  one 
spot.  "  Cynicus,"  that  clever  satirical  artist, 
hits  this  off  capitally  in  his  weU  known  sketch, 
"  The  Band  of  Hope."  I  was  once  fishing  with 
that  celebrated  roacher  of  the  sixties.  Job  West, 
he  having  the  right-hand  end  of  his  punt,  and  I 
the  left  hand.  We  were  fishing  the  well-known 
high  bank  swim  near  Dobb's  Weir,  on  the  Lea. 
West  was  taking  fish  after  fish,  I  getting  next  to 
nothing.  They  were  feeding  at  the  tail  end  of 
the  swim,  consequently  much  below  my  bait.  At 
last  I  got  out  of  the  punt,  and  fishing  from  the 
bank  at  a  swim  lower  down  streamf  managed  to 
get  a  decent  catch.  Always  get  some  distance 
from  an  angler  if  he  is  taking  fish  and  you 
cannot.  I  always  prefer  bank  fishing  to  punt 
fishing,  especially  if  there  are  more  than  one  in  a 
boat.  Every  motion  of  the  punt  I  consider  helps 
to  frighten  the  fish.  June,  July,  August,  and 
September,  are  the  best  months  for  coarse  fishing 
in  still  water,  such  as  ponds,  lakes,  meres,  &c.,  for 
fish  can  seldom  be  taken  after  the  first  frost. 

Most  ponds  have  a  very  foul  bottom,  con- 
sequently you  should  fish  off  the  bottom,  using  a 
small  piece  of  your  ground-bait  pinched  on  to  the 
bottom  shot.  Also  try  this  bait  on  the  hook.  It 
is  a  good  bait  in  hot  weather.  K  you  succeed  in 
finding  a  clean  bottom,  with  gravel,  the  best  plan 
is  to  ledger ;  and  if  you  use  a  Nottingham  rod, 
with  a  fine  line  and  winch,  put  a  piece  of  stiff 
adhesive  bread  and  bran  about  a  foot  above  your 
hook,  or,  better,  within  a  few  inches  of  it.  It 
certainly  helps  you  to  make  a  longer  and  better 
cast. 

A  few  words  on  patience.  Those  that  have  it 
not  should  endeavour  to  acquire  it,  as  it  is 
most  neccessary  to  anglers,  especially  young 
beginners.  How  frequently  have  I  seen  men  fall 
to  get  fish  for  want  of  patience.  A  friend  of  mine, 
some  years  ago,  was  one  of  this  sort.  He  would 
start  all  right,  even  if  his  last  outing  had  been  a 
failure,  yet,  unless  he  obtained  Immediate  result, 
would  pack  up  his  kit,  and  either  go  to  sleep  upon 
the  bank  or  adjourn  to  the  nearest  public-house 
for  refreshment.  He  obtained  the  name  in  our 
club  of  the  champion  blanker.  By  sticking  to  it 
right  up  to  the  last  moment  I  have  frequently 
brought  off  a  decent  catch,  or,  at  least,  saved  a 
blank.  On  one  occasion,  while  fishing  a  tidal 
river  In  the  South  of  England,  the  following 
occurred.  A  lady  angler  had  been  fishing  for 
nearly  four  hours  on  the  run  up  of  the  tide 
without  any  success.  The  tide  had  nearly  done 
running  when  the  lady  hooked  a  bream,  then  a 
fine  roach  and  two  more  bream  quickly  followed, 
the  last  a  very  fine  fish  of  nearly  4lb.  She  then, 
looking  at  her  watch,  proceeded  to  pack  up,  and, 
shouldering  her  kit,  walked  deliberately  to  the 
station,  where  she  met  her  husband,  who  had  been 
fishing  a  part  of  the  old  river.  He  evidently 
thought  his  wife  had  missed  the  train,  which  was 
upon  the  point  of  starting.  She  very  calmly 
replied,  "  I  knew  I  was  in  plenty  of  time ;  the 
fish  were  just  coming  on,  and  the  tide  did  not 
make  till  past  five  o'clock."  So  much  for  patience. 
One  thing  to  be  insisted  upon  in  stiU  water 
fishing  is  to  always  use  very  fine  tackle  for  rudd, 
roach,  &c. — fine  gut  or  single  hair,  and  only  one 
or  two  small  shots  as  sinkers.  Fish  fine  and 
far  off. 

Fish  are  often  attracted  by  changing  the  bait. 
If  they  will  not  take  a  piece  of  paste,  try  a  single 
gentle,  or  try  two  or  three  gentles,  or  shift  your 
float  up  lOin.  or  12in.,  then  retard  your  float. 
This  is  called  light  ledgering,  or  stret  pegging. 
Again,  take  the  float  off  altogether,  place  a  small 
piece  of  lead  12in.  above  the  hook,  and  ledger. 
On  one  occasion  I  was  light  ledgering  with  a 
pellet  of  bread  and  bran  upon  the  hook,  and  a 
railway  porter  was  looking  into  the  water  just 
over  where  I  was  fishing  in  the  Colne.  He  could 
plainly  see  the  bottom,  the  depth  being  only  about 
4ft.,  and  the  water  very  clear.  He  suddenly  called 
out  to  me  that  there  were  a  number  of  small 
fish  at  my  bait,  but  that  a  big  fellow  had  scattered 
the  youngsters,  and  taken  the  bait.    "  You  have 
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him,  sir,"  said  the  porter,  and  so  T  had,  a  nice- 
roach  over  lib.  By  this  I  conclude,  and,  I  think 
rightly,  that  a  good  pellet  of  bread  and  bran  lying  • 
on  the  bottom  attracts  the  small  fish,  \jho,  in 
their  turn,  by  persistently  nibbling  at  tne  bait,  \ 
attract  the  best  fish,  who  drive  off  the  youngsters, 
and  take  the  bait.  Bread  and  bran  mixed  uj.-  stiff  la- 
a  capital  hook-bait.  I  have  often  taken  good  fish 
with  it  when  they  have  refused  all  other  baits. 
I  have  frequently  seen  old  anglers  make  the 
mistake  of  keeping  too  long  fishing  In  one  style,  j 
and  using  the  same  bait.  I  will  give  one  instance, 
in  support  of  my  assertion,  of  success  through 
changing  the  hook  bait.  I  was  fishing  the  wellf 
known  eddy  about  50yds.  below  Houghton  Bridge, 
on  the  river  Arun,  Sussex.  I  was  trying  for 
roach,  using  creed  wheat  for  the  hook  bait,  when 
several  times  in  succession  I  had  a  bite,  but  missed 
securing  the  fish.  This  was  remarkable,  so  I 
determined  to  change  the  bait,  taking  off  tha 
wheat  and  re-baiting  the  hook  with  a  small  piece 
of  stiff"  worked  up  bread  and  bran.  This  time  I 
was  successful,  securing  a  splendid  bream  that 
turned  the  scale  at  41b.  Theii  I  knew  why  I  had 
missed  hooking  the  fish  before.  Bream  take  a 
bait  so  differently  to  roach.  When  Ima  da  Costa 
first  fished  the  Arun  he  was  continually  smashed 
up  by  the  big  bream.  "  Why,  the  fish  here 
straighten  my  hooks,"  he  exclaimed.  No  wonder, 
when  he  was  using  the  roach  hook  of  the  Lea, . 
made  of  very  fine  wire.  Old  Patience. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon- 
street  Hotel  on  Wedneaday,  June  1,  Mr.  Preston  Gaidaer 
in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Lane  showed  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the  globe  fish 
{Tetraodon),  and  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  these 
fish.  Mr.  Arthur  Litchfield  showed  tome  very  minute 
specimens  of  the  hermit  ci  ab. 

Messrs.  Wood,  Dr^iden  (dabs,  whiting  pout,  &c.,  and 
an  edible  crab  from  Dover),  Parker  (whiting,  flounders, 
dabs,  and  plaice  from  Southend)  gave  their  angling 
experiences. 

Mr.  Lane  directed  attention  to  a  new  pier  fishing 
station. 

Mr.  Parker  reported  that  last  week  he  had  seen  a 
flounder,  which  had  broken  away,  caught  by  means  of  a 
hook  catching  in  one  of  the  bare  hooks  on  the  broken 
trace  attached  to  the  fish,  which  was  a  fish  of  about  l^lb. 

Mr.  Tucker  reported  160  fish  from  Newhaven,  mainly 
dabs. 

Mr.  Heven  reported  that  five  members  were  at  New- 
haven  over  the  holidays.  He  stated  that  they  had 
excellent  sport,  taking  five  large  piilfuls  in  one  day,  con- 
sisting of  dabs,  weeveis,  &c.,  baiting  with  boiled  cockles, 
lug  worm,  and  mackerel. 

An  interesting  discussion  took  place  on  the  weever 
{Trachinus  draco). 

Mr.  Linfoot  reported  that  he  and  three  other  members 
had  been  fishing  at  Deal,  and  stated  that  Mr.  Moore  had 
captured  a  kitten  with  lug  bait,  which  afforded  some  sport 
to  the  chemist  who  killed  it,  as  it  had  gorged  the  hook.  ' 

The  Hon.  Sec.  announced  that  on  Wednesday,  June  15, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  would  deliver  a  lecture  to  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  society  on  "  Bottom  Fishing  in  Salt 
Water." 

Mr.  Litchfield  reported  that  with  his  boatman  he  had 
taken  four  score  of  fish  at  Deal,  off  the  Goodwins,  with 
lug  and  mackerel  bait,  contistingof  whiting,  flatfish,  and 
"  dogs  "  (not  oats),  one  of  which  weighed  Tib.,  and  next 
day  five  and  a  half  score. 

Mr.  H.  Edwards  brought  forward  a  notice  on  Mr. 
Keuben  Heatou's  winch,  and  an  interesting  discussion  on 
sea  reels  and  lines  was  held.  The  cable-laid  variety  was 
strongly  recommended. 

Mr.  Lane  stated  that  with  one  cast  a  member  of  the 
society  hooked  a  dog,  the  pier  settee,  and  a  lady  last  year 
off  Deal  Pier.  This  proved  thit  sea,  rods  ought  to.  be- 
made  to  stand  some  strain  when  playing  the  fi^h. 

Mr.  Parker  pointed  out  in  regard  to  the  length  of  rord' 
that  this  was  really  determined  by  the  length  of  tlie 
snooding. 

Mr.  Lane  suggested  that  in  the  future  the  society's 
medals  take  the  form  of  a  badge. 

The  usual  vote  of  that  ks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


WHOLESALE  POISONING  OF  FISH 
IN  DUMBARTOJS  SHIRE. 
Anglers  in  the  eastern  district  of  Dumbartonshire  are 
highly  indignant  just  now  at  the  wholesale  poisoning  of 
fisbi  which  has  been  going  on  in  the  district  streams  of 
late.    Portions  of  the  Luggie  (a  stream  rendered  classic 
by  the  works  of  David  Gray,  the  poet),  as  also  the  Kelvili, 
which  gives    a  name  to  Glasgow,  aristocratic  quarters 
have  been  nearly  devastated  ot  fisti.    Large  numbers  of 
splendid  trout  are  reported  to  have  been  destroyed  by  some 
noxious  discharges  into  the  waters.    On  the  morning  of 
Sunday  last  it  was  discovered  that  some  such  discharge 
had  found  its  way  into  the  Kelvin  above  Broom  HSl 
Home  (an  institution  owned  by  the  Glasgow  and  West  ;0f  h 
Scotland  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Incurables),  and  those  j. 
walking  along  the  banks  of  the  river  were  astonished  to 
see  an  extraordinary  amount  of  fine  pike  and  yellow  trout 
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lying  in  the  watar  dead.  One  pike,  which  was  pioked  out, 
weighed  about  "lb.,  while  many  of  the  yellow  ^oat 
weighed  up  _£o  about  21b.  A  large  number  of  tha'lish 
were  collected  by  local  anglers  and  others,  and  were  strung 
up  on  Sunday  in  Eastside-street,  Kirkintilloch,  where  the 
nnusuaJ  spectacle  of  a  collection  of  such  fine  fish  attracted 
much  attention  among  churchgoers.  The  cix-cumstances 
of  the  poisoning  of  the  fsh  ciused  much  coniment.  It  is 
simply  Jeplorable  that  a  thing  of.  this  sort  Bhould  go 
unchecked.  We  are  glad  to  learn  from  a  reliable  cor- 
respondent that  the  attention  of  the  medical  officer  for 
Stirling  and  Dumbartonshire  has  been  driwn  to  the 
matter  of  pollution,  and  we  hope  to  hear  soon  that  the 
county  council  will  take  the  matter  in  hand  and  Lave  the 
matter  looked  into,  and  steps  taken  to  prevent  the  further 
destruction  of  the  fish.  H. 


<ir)29. 

29,084. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 
10,481.    Frederick  Howard  CoDios,  Churchfield,  Edg- 
baston,  Birmingham.    A  ball-bearing  fishing 
reel. 

Shard.    Bait  cans  and  carriers  for  the  same. 
Fishing.    Patentees :  Messrs.  W.  and   J.  J. 
Hardy,_  Alnwick,  Northumberland  :  Relates 
to  landing  nets,  the  net  arms  being  secured  to 
a  V-pifece  made  in  two  pieces,  which  screw 
into  a  socket  pivoted  to  the  handle.  When 
the  handle  is  lowered  with  the  lug  uppermost, 
the  net  frame    falls  _  over,  the    cam  end 
engaging  with  and  forcing  back  a  sliding  ring 
which,  when  the  parts  are  in  alignment  again, 
slides  down  and  locks  the  socket. 
John  Lewis,  John  Lewis,  jnn.,  and  Andrew 
Lewis,  Palmerston-road,  Aberdeen.  Trawlers' 
gangway  frame. 
Samuel  Allcock,  Standard  "Works,  Eedditch. 

Improved  mounting  for  artificial  baits. 
Fishing.  Patentees :  Messrs.  W.  and  J.  J. 
Hardy,  both  of  Alnwick,  Northumberland. 
Relates  to  reels,  the  drum  of  which  is  made 
with  a  disc,  against  which  presses  normally  a 
brake,  mounted  upon  a  lever  pivoted  andforced 
inwards  by  a  spring.  When  making  a  cast 
the  brake  is  eased  by  tha  pressure  of  the 
finger  against  a  lever,  which  forces  the  lever 
back. 

Harvey  Allcock,  Colmore-row,  Birmingham. 

Improvements  in  artificial  fishing  bait. 
Fishiujg.  Patentee  :  Mr,  T.  Lindsay,  Capitola, 
California,  U.S.A.,  relates  to  trawling  gear, 
and  refers  to  a  rope  guide  for  use  on  the  sea's 
bottom,  during  the  drawing  of  a  net,  to  keep 
the  ground  line  down.  Upon  a  base  fixed 
cones  are  mounted.  Each  of  these  is  provided 
at  the  apex  with  a  roller  adapted  to  rotate 
and  adjustable  longitudinally.  During  draw- 
ing the  net  lines  piss  around  the  rollers, 
whilst  the  meshes  of  the  net  pass  between 
them.  A  fluke  on  the  drag  prevents  lateral 
movement. 


10,551. 
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Oranges  and  figs,  in  fact,  everything,  can  be  grown  ia 
Palma,  and  it  is  a  great  pity  there  is  not  a  good  hotel 
there;  then  English  tourists  would  frequent  the  island 
more.  There  is  a  clean  Fonda  Callier,  the  Fonda  Casa 
Catala,  which  is  four  kilometres  from  the  town,  but  the 
traiiL,  Buns  three  kilometres  of  the  way.  It  is  prettily 
situated  just  opposite  the  eex.  The  cathedral  at  Palma  is 
a  fine  old  building,  as  is  also  the  Bourse.  For  anyone 
who  likes  yachting  Palma  is  an  excellent  centre,  also  for 
sea  fishing,  but  there  is  no  game  on  any  of  the  islands,  as 
I  always  supposed.  From  Palma  I  took  a  trip  across  to 
Port  Mahon  in  Minorca.  The  town  itself  is  one  of  the 
cleanest  I  have  ever  seen  in  my  life,  and  the  hotel  is  very 
fair,  far  better  than  any  in  Palma.  It  is  named  the  Fonda 
Baitamento,  the  proprietor  speaks  English,  and  the  hotel 
is  eminently  well  kept.  Upon -the  whole  the  country  of 
Minorca  is  not  nearly  so  picturesque  as  Majorca.  The 
harbour  at  Port  Mahon  is  a  splendid  one,  and  the  people 
adore  the  English.  They  speak  of  the  British  Channel 
Fleet  as  "  our  fleet." 

From  Port  Mahon  I  returned  to  Palma  to  pick  up  the 
boat  for  Valencii.  It  is  a  very  favourite  place  of  min 
and  I  only  wonder  it  is  not  a  veritable  winter  station.  It 
.has  a  very  fine  climate,  and  possesses  a  most  comfortable 
hotel— the  Hotel  de  Rome — where  it  is  possible  to  live  for 
10  piastres  a  day,  wine  included.  The  proprietor  speaks 
French,  and  English  is  also  spoken,  as  it  is  the  rendezvous 
of  the  English  colony.  The  Spaniards  are  most  courteous 
to  strangers,  and  I  strongly  advise  people  to  try  Valencia 
for  a  winter,  and  visit  the  Balearic  Islands.  Regular 
boats  go  from  there  weekly.  At  Palma  Messrs.  Martinez 
and  Planas  are  the  bankers,  and  speak  Ecglish,  and 
understand  the  English  banking  business.  Valencia  has 
charming  environs— Carabanal,  reached  by  steam  tram, 
and  Grao  by  tramway ;  the  former  ia  a  fashionable  bath- 
ing place,  and  there  are  nice  railway  trips  to  Danea,  a 
port  where  a  great  many  Englishmen  reside,  carrying  on 
the  orange  trade  ;  also  to  .latria,  where  Moorish  remains 
are  found  ;  for  the  antiquarian  it  is  most  interesting. 
Certainly  Valencia  ought  to  be  visited  more  than  it  is  at 
the  present  moment  by  English  tourists. 


Turning  in  front  of  McDonald's  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  the 
journey  homeward  was  at  once  begun. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  the  body  of  Coutts,  the  poacher, 
was  found  floating  in  the  Don,  with  his  game  bag  firmly 
clutched  in  one  of  his  hands,  ia  which  there  were  several 
trout.  Coutts  met  his  death  in  escaping  from  the  watchers 
three  weeks  ago  by  leaping  into  the  river. 

Special  Scotch, 


Iprovinctal  Botes 
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SIX  WEEKS  IN  THE  BALEARIC  ISLANDS. 

A  CoEEESPONDENT  writes  from  Valencia  :  I  have  just 
arrived  here,  having  spent  a  most  enjoyable  six  week  in  the 
Balearic  Islands,  taking  carriage  excursions,  which  are 
endless,  the  country  being  inexhaustible  in  its  beauties. 
One  day  we  drove  to  Valed^mosa,  where  there  is  a  con- 
vent, and  from  Valedemosa,  which  is  the  summer  resort 
of  the  people  of  Palma  who  wish  to  get  away  from  the 
heat,  we  went  on  to  Miramar,  the  residence  of  the  Arch- 
duke Salvador  of  Austria,  a  great  favourite  of  the  people, 
and  a  most  gracious  person.  He  has  a  steam  yacht  lying 
in  Palma  Harbour,  which  he  uses  principally  in  the 
summer.  We  breakfasted  picnic  at  Miramar,  then  visited 
the  Archduke's  chateau,  which  is  open  to  everyone.  It  is 
a  most  interesting  old  place,  having  formerly  been  a  con- 
vent. From  Miramar  we  went  on  to  SoUer,  one  of, 
or  perhaps  the  most  beautiful  part  of  the  island.  It 
lies  in  a  very  rich  valley,  surrounded  by  orange 
trees,  and  there  is  a  little  port  at  Soller  from  which  the 
oranges  are  exported.  A  great  many  Spaniards  who  have 
made  small  fortunes  in  South  America  reside  in  this  place. 
We  dined  and  slept  at  Soller  at  a  most  primitive  inn, 
where  we  had  to  be  content  with  great  plates,  small 
mutton  cutlets,  and  potatoes.  Next  morning  we  returned 
to  Palma  by  Rafcia,  a  moat  beautiful  chateau,  the  property 
of  the  Comte  de  Montenegro,  which  is  open  to  visitors. 
On  our  return  to  Palma  we  mapped  out  further  excursions 
to  Bani  Bufa,  a  most  beautiful  drive.  A  very  good  white 
dessert  wine  is  made  there,  but  one  must  always  take  one's 
own  breakfast,  as  the  Casa  de  Comidas  one  has  to  put  up 
with  is  not  at  all  up  to  date.  The  caves  at  Draoh  and  Arta 
are  well  worth  seeing,  especially  at  Drach,  which,  I  think, 
are  about  the  finest  in  Europe.  You  must  go  to  Manacor 
by  rail  and  hire  a  carriage  there ;  sleep  at  Manacor  at  the 
Hotel  Pelioisa. 

PoHen7.a  is  another  town  worth  seeing,  and  possesses  a 
splendid  harbour.  To  get  there  you  must  take  the  train 
to  Pueblo,  from  whence  you  can  visit  Alcudia,  where 
oysters  come  from,  and  Albufero.  luca  is  worth  visiting 
on  Wednesday,  the  market  day,  and  the  drive  to  the  Con- 
vent of  St.  Luch  is  an  exceeeingly  pretty  one.  To  Luch- 
mazar  is  another  pretty  drive  along  the  coast ;  there  is  a 
very  fair  inn_  there.  To  Abaro  is  a  nice  little  trip;  you 
take  the  train  ta  Polstres,  and  from  there  a  small  tram. 
The  shoemaking  trade  used  to  bo  carried  on  in  this  place 
to  a  large  extent,  but  was  confined  to  Antilles,  and  the 
Cuban  War  has  stopped  all  the  trade! 


Spoet  has  fallen  off  considerably  during  the  past  week, 
especially  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Dee.  Probably 
the  thundery  nature  of  the  weather  has  something  to  do 
with  it  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  small  clear  waters  on  the 
other.   

The  daily  supplies  on  the  East  Coast  continue  fairly 
steady  for  this  season  of  the  year.  The  average  weight  of 
salmon  ia  lOIb.,  grilse  a  little  over  21b.,  and  sea  trout 
Iflb.  Prom  ten  to  twelve  grilse  are  being  got  daily  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Dee.   

Hii  ma  It »  m  est  errare  !  As  in  the  days  of  the  Romans  so 
now.  My  friend,  Mr.  Milne,  tackle  maker,  3,  Trinity-street, 
Aberdeen,  led  me  into  the  eiTor  as  to  calling  the  fly 
"  Selsall "  instead  of  "  Kelsall."  It  was  no  trick  of  memory 
on  my  part,  for  I  got  the  name  written  down  for  me,  and 
was  shown  the  fly.  However,  I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
correspondent  for  putting  me  right.  I  like  the  fly  all  the 
better  under  its  proper  name. 


Mr.  Gaskell  and  party  are  doing  exceedingly  well  on  the 
Cambus  O'May  Dee  water.  One  seison  the  late  Mr. 
Pickop-Dalton  creeled  320  fish  on  this  section,  but  that 
was  ten  years  ago,  and  it  has  reached  that  record  since. 


The  Spey  is  improving  very  considerably,  and  last  week 
Sir  P.  Lumsden,  Mr.  Grant  (of  Elohies),  and  Mr.  Greaves 
(Craigellachie)j  had  some  good  sport  with  fish  up  to  161b. 


Mr.  Finlayson,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  has  deposited 
6000_  Loch  Leven  trout  in  the  adjoining  lochs,  with  the 
admirable  intention  of  improving  the  fishery  in  his 
disti'ict. 

Loch  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing.  Mr.  McBean  (Tain) 
was  on  Loch  Migdale,  Bonarbridge,  one  day  last  week, 
and  secured  a  basket  of  twenty-five  fish  aggregating  101b. 
At  Overscaig,  Mr.  Wood  (Shropshire)  had  twenty-one 
nice  trout  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours'  angling.  At 
Ardgay,  Ross-shire,  Mr.  MacGibban  (Alloa),  on  Wednes- 
day, from  Corrybod  Looh,  creeled  twenty-four  nice  trout, 
some  of  which  scaled  close  ou  lib.  The  sport  got  on 
these  Highland  lochs  lasts  from  now  right  on  through 
July. 

Sea  trout,  as  a  rule,  run  inland  at  this  season,  just  as 
the  grilse  season  commences  to  be  brisk.  June  is  the 
month  on  the  larger  east  coast  livers,  and  July  and 
August  on  the  smaller  streams.  In  the  Kyle  of  Suther- 
land August  and  September  are  the  best  months,  and  the 
same  with  the  Orkney  and  Shetland  Islands,  September 
being  the  better  month  of  the  two. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolfenden,  of  the  Star  Hotel,  Kingussie, 
were_  entertained  to  dinner  last  week  on  the  formal 
opening  of  their  house,  after  being  completely  rebuilt. 
The  district  is  in  the  centre  of  a  great  many  angling 
streams,  and  one  of  the  most  popular  resorts  in  the 
highlands.   

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  paid  her  first  visit  to  Braemar 
on  Saturday  evening,  driving  in   an   open  carriage. 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

By  the  time  that  these  notes  appear  in  print  the  month 
of  May  will  have  passed  away.    From  all  points  of  view 
it  has  been  a  very  disappointing  month,  as  the  atmospheric 
arrangements,  if  they  may  be  called  as  such,  have  been 
very  disappointing.  It  has  more  really  resembled  February, 
with  its  rains,  and  has  at  times  been  as  gloomy  as  the 
month  of  November  than  the  month  which  heralds  in  the 
the  summer.    The  sun  has  shed  its  rays  but  sparingly,  and 
hours  of  sunshine  have  been  but  few.  We  have  had  nothing 
but  east  winds  since  the  latter  part  of  February,  which  is 
something  like  fourteen  weeks.    It  has  been  extremely 
cjld  nights  and  mornings,  and  such  a  month  has  not  been 
experienced  for  some  years,  and,  after  the  mild  winter,  it 
has  had  a  disastrous  effect.    The  month  records  a  high 
rainfall,  and  the  midlands  have  had  anything  but  a  merry 
May.    As  a  consequence,  trout  fishing  has  been  very  bad 
on  the  best  of  waters,  but  we  must  look  to  better  days, 
and,  I  hope,  warmer  weather.     Those  who  profess  to 
understand   the  weather,   say    that  we  must  prepare 
ourselves  for  a  wet  summer,  as  they  say,  and  there 
is  some   truth    in   the   saying,  that  the    milder  the 
winter  the  wetter  the  summer  ;  but  let  us  hope  that  this 
saying  this  year  will  not  come  true,  and  that  we  may  have 
a  summer  that  will  allow  us  to  Mait  the  river  side  many 
times  and  often.     The  Dudley  Society,  which  hold  their 
meetings  at  the  Duke  of  Yoik,  Snow  Hill,  Dudley,  do  not 
seem  to  make  the  progress  that  it  was  at  one  time  thought 
they  would  have  done.    They  have  been  in  existence  some 
years  now,  and  their  numerical,  strength  remains  about 
the  same  as  when  they  first  joined  our  association.  The 
only  reason  that  I  can  give  tor  this  is  that  they  are  hiding 
their  light  under  a  bushel,  or,  in  other  words,  they  are 
holding  their  meetings  and  carrying  on  their  business  in 
a  neighbourhood  that  is  outside  the  view  of  the  Dudley 
people  ;  and  I  have  reasons  to  believe  that  if  the  club  was 
removed  to  a  more  central   and  prominent  position  in  the 
town  the  membership  would  be  more  than  doubled,  as  a 
number  of  people  in    the  district,  who  may  have  a 
Eking  for  angling,  would  perhaps  join  the  club  for 
the   purpose  of  getting  away  from  the  smoky  atmo- 
sphere to  enjoy  the  open  country  and  its  fresh  air. 
The  quartely  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  Angling  Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday 
evening  next,  June  9,  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield,  when  amongst  the  matters  of  importance  will 
be  that  of  making  absolute,  or  otherwise,  the  new  proposed 
bye-law  of  fining  the  members  for  each  fish  they  may  have 
in  their  possession  under  the  prescribed  limit.    This  will, 
no  doubt,  bring  about  a  warm  discussion,  and  will  be 
opposed  in  certain  quarters ;  but  I  have  reasons  to  believe 
that  the  bye-law  will  be  adopted.    Another  matter  of  not 
the  least  importancB  will  be  that  of  issuing  coupons 
instead  of  giving  prizes  to  the  successful  competitors  in 
the  nest  annual  association  contest.    The  place  where  the 
contest  shall  be  fished  will  no  doubt  be  decided  upon,  and 
also  the  grant  for  prizes  or  coupons,  whichever  the  case 
may  be.    The  sum  decided  upon  to  be  given  will  no  doubt 
be  larger  than  ever,  owing  to  the  influx  of  new  clubs  and 
the  increased  numerical  strength  of   the  association. 
A    treasurer  will    be  appointed   to    fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death   of  the  late  Mr.  A.   G.  Hall. 
The  St.  Stephens  Society,  in  order  to  be  up  to  date,  have 
lately  held  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  their  pi-ize  fund, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  affair  has  turned  out  a  success. 
This  club,  as  a  rule,  generally  has  a  good  show  of  prizes, 
but  this  year  they  intend  to  out-dp  all  previous  displays. 
A  new  society  is  about  being  formed  at  the  Cottage  of 
Content,  Norman-street,  Winson  Green.   The  high  priced 
entrance  fee  of  three  guineas  to  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion, and  one  guinea   to  the  Provincial  Association, 
together  with  the  visiting  fee,  does  not  deter  clubs  from 
joining  the  associations  mentioned.    A  large  number  of 
our  members  have  turned  out  this  holiday,  but  owing  to 
the  bad  weather  they  have  been  compelled  to  return  home. 
The  Severn  has  been  well  patronised,  with  the  view  of 
securing  a  few  trout,  but  spjrt  in  this  direction  has  been 
very  poor.    The  repjrts  to  hand  go  to  show  that  in  the 
Stourport  district  the  coarse  fish  have  got  over  their 
spawning  operations,  and  that  the  roach,  perch,  and  dace 
are  very  clean  for  the  time  of  the  season,  and  also  that 
this  part  of  the  river  contains  a  good  qtiantity  of  the  fish 
mentioned. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has,  on  the  whole, 
been  fairly  favourable  for  angling  of  most  kinds.  The 
mornings  and  evenings  have  been  cold,  but  mid-day  and 
afternoons  have  been  warmer,  and  fish  have  risen  pretty 
freely.  The  streams  have  been  of  good  colour,  notwith- 
standing frequent  showers,  and  visitors  to  them  have  been 
numerous.  The  angling  keeps  improving,  and  during  the 
week  has  been  satisfactory,  numerous  good  creels  having 
been  made  both  by  fly  and  bottom  fishermen.  There 
have  leen  a  few  anglers  on  the  LathkUl,  who  enjoyed 
good  sport ;  and  on  the  neighbouring  Bradford  several 
nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken.  Both  these  streams 
have  much  improved  of  late,  particularly  the  upper 
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"EXCEL" 
COCOA. 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE. 

Few  can  equal,  none  can  **  excel.'*— J^«w. 
£10,000  REWARD    Gd.  Packets,  Tins  2s.  per  lb. 

Delicious  Aroma.  Dletio,  Sustaining.— Vide  Analyata. 
CHOCOLATE  HORSESHOES  (Registered).  A  Superior 

Chocolate,  in  handsome  Boxes,  6d. 

OUVENIR"  Boies,  the  Season's  Suooeas.  from  6d. 
CHOCOLATE  WAFERS,  a  delicious  Chocolate,  GdL  and 

Is.  per  box. 

COURT  CHOCOLATE,  the  finest  eaHng  Chocolate.  In 

handsome  Boxes,  Is.  and  2s. 

Sold  everywhere,  or  direct  from 

COMPAGNIE  FRANCAISE, 

Purveyors  to  H.R.H.  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
LONDON  WORKS,  BEBMONDSET,  S.E. 


A  CHABBUira  GIFT  BOOK. 

"  A  brilliant  book."— The  Times. 
6b.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  Illnstrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  tlie  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  ,E.  0.  Cook  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

*Sir  Henry  Ponsonhy  is  commanded 
^  by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
'  for  a  copy  of  his  Handbook." 
'l    "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
for."— British  Weekly.  **Farsuperior 
to  ordinary  guides."— £o7iff on  Daily  Chronicle. 


"A  BRILLIANT  SUCCE8S."-2^«  Times. 

Every  Visitor  to  London  should  u?e 

LONDON  5/6nett. 

and  I^tVook.Ta*  24Maps&Plans 
ENVIRONS.      60  Ilmstrations. 

"  Most  emphatically  tops  them  all.'  — DailyQraphic 
Llangollen— Darlington  &  Co. 
London— iiMPKiN,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookstalls  and  all  Booksellers. 

Tlsitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbourne 
Hastings.  Bath,  Wells,  We-tern-super-Mare-  Mal- 
vern, Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  Wells, 
Bhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwj-n  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  Wye 
Val'ey,  Severn  Valley,  Channel  Islands,  and  If-le 
of  Wight,  should  use  Darlington's  Handboiis, 
Is.  each.  Lis:  Post  Free.  Darlington  &  Co.,  Llan- 
gollen. 

London :  SIMPKIN,  MARSHALL  &  00.,  Ltd. 

FHOTOGBAPHS.— Beaatlful  Photographs 
of  Scenery,  Ruins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey, 
Palestine,  and  Egypt ;  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6d., 
and  2s.  Complete  List  Post  E^ee. 
DARLINGTON  &  CO..  LLANGOLLEN. 

TROUT!  TROUT!!  TROUT!!! 

Anglers   wishing   to    have  their  Trout 
Preserved  and  Mounted  in  first-class  style 
should  send  them  direct  to 

P.  W.  ANSTISS, 

Specialist  in  Fish  Preserying  and 
Mounting. 

CHA-RG-ES  MIODERA-TE. 

TROUT  TACKLE. 

BODS,      BEEI.S,     I.INE3,  TI.IES, 
and  BAI  rS 

OP  THE  MOST  RELIABLE  QUALITY  KEPT 
IN  STOCK. 


Double  Wings,  Floating  Flies 
Single       „  ,, 
Haokle  Flies   


2s.  6d. 
2s.  Od. 
Is.  6d 

ANY  FLIES  DRESSED  TO  PATTERN, 

Can  now  be  obtained  at 

23,  FIRST  STREET,  WALTON  STREET, 

LONDON,  S.W. 

BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

President:  Sir  EDWARD  BIHKBEOK.,  Bart 
REDUCED  FARES 

S.E.  and  I,.  C.  ft  D.  RAILWAYS 

1st  OCTOBER  to  3ist  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns.' 
BOATS    AT    FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening 
the  Cannon-street  Hotel. 
All  information  of  Hon.  Sec.  (pro  tern.), 
Chaeles  S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion 
House-chambers,    11,    Queen  Victoria- 
street,  E.C. 


OUTFITS  /  NORWAY. 

FIRST  CLASS  RODS,  PLIES,  AND  CASTS. 
A  Splendid  Selection  of  all  the  best  Norway  Flies  in  Stock. 

THE  IDEAL  MAY  FLY  M) 

6s.  Sk,  clozexi. 

Orders  should  be  placed  at  once  to  prevent  disappointment. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  and  at  CHELTENHAM. 


FOR  PRESERYim 


^CTvtnfl?Sli^  SCHERING'S 
ttaii^^^^^  FORWIALIN 


XTSS 


Ae  supplied  by  all 
Chemists,  or  direct  from  ■ 


The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd./'  '^^Lfnt^l^-^""' 


BELL&PRICHARD 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  E.C. 

(Oppoilte  Oootc'i  Tourist  Offloe.) 

FISHING  &  SHOOTING  OUTFITS 

A  SPECIALITY. 


ALL  GOODS  THOROUGHLY  SHRUNK. 


Norfolk  Salts,  from  ..  m  5  0 

Tonrist  and  BasinesB  Suits,  to  measnrs.  bom  ...  2  10  G 

Scotch  Tweed  Enickerbofikflr  Rrflflflhfw  fmm  6 


HIGHLY  RECOMMENDED    BY   MEDICAL  MEN. 


ossisaiD  I  RUSS 


nsiiltations,  Descriptive  Circu* 
lar.  Price  List,  &c.,  free. 
J.  WHITE&CO..LQ.. London. 
228,  Piccadilly  (first  floor). 
Two  doors  from  Hayma  -ket. 
Est.  50  Years.  Female  Attendant, 
eof  inferior  imitations.   "tiOT  sold  b}/ the  Stores  (Army  Sf  Navy,  ^-cj 
Kindly  mention  this  Magazine. 


p  genuine. 


PROPERTKS  with  FISHINGS. 


Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  inoludiog 
salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings  should 
advertise  the  same  in 

Established  1876. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angliag. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 
Address  th«  Proprietors  — 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

Limited, 

St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  Use.    Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz 

Booth'8  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  48.  8d. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  wineh   fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  4^.  extra. 
Balanced  handle,  Is.  extra. 
'*  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  f ot 
It."— Marston,  FISHIN9  GAZETTB,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 

handle,  cane,  lancawood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed, 
ferrules,  winch  Stting,  and  bag  about  12oz.,  price 
6a.  Id.,  lO^ft. ;  6s.  lOd.,  lift,  carriage  6d.  extr*. 

BASOAIHS. 

Salmon  Out,  141n.,  4s.  6i.;  fine  first  quality 
undrawn  gut,  20in.,  3s.  lid.;  ISin.,  88.  8d.;  161a., 
2s.  2d.,  16in.  XXXX.  Drawn  Out,  8s.  lid.  per  100 

H.  BoorrH, 

FISHING   ROD    MAKER,  HULL. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


'POURISTS'  FORTNIGHTLY  and 
FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft, 
Cromer,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold  and 
Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  trains  from 
LONDON  (Liverpool  -  street),  also  from 
G.E.  suburban  stations  and  New  Cross 
(L.B.  and  S.C.),  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  These  cheap  tickets 
are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland) 
and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  BACK, 
2s.  6d.  daily,  by  through  fast  trains  from 
LIVERPOOL  -  STREET  and  FEN- 
CHURCH  -  STREET.  Cheap  Through 
Tickets  are  also  issued  at  stations  on  the 
Metropolitan  and  Metropolitan  District 


CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH 
and  BACK,  4s.,  from  Liverpool-street, 
on  SUNDAYS,  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on 
MONDAYS  at  8.0  a.m. 

BROXBOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE, 
Is.  6d.  daily,  from  Liverpool-street,  &c., 
and  on  week  days  only  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.  daily,  from 
Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  Dept- 
ford-road  (East  London  Railway),  Gospel 
Oak,  &c. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 

WILLIAM  BIRT, 

General  Manager. 

London,  June,  1898. 


TO  FISHING  REEL  MAKERS. 

WANTED, 

AT  ONCE, 

I  Apply  to  Hardt  Bros.,  London  and  North 
British  Works,  Alnwick. 

FISHING  &  SPORTDIG  PROPERTIES. 

Houses,  Land,  &  Estates 
To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZEHE. 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Fortbootning  Sales  and  Besulta  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCSi™N,  15s. 

Omst  Offiob 
6,  ST.  BRIBE  STREET,  LONSOIT,  E.C 


Prom  S.  R.  ENGLISH, 
Postern  Chambers, 

NOTTINGHAM. 

1 1/6  *  2/6  Each.  Post  Free. 

Fireproof,  2d.  Extra. 
"iT  RECOMMENDS  ITSELF." 


IMPROVED  PATENT, 


SOLO  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL. 


June  4,  1898] 
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waters  of  the  Lathkill,  held  by  Mr.  Symington,  who 
has  spared  no  expense  or  trouble  in  stocking  and 
improvuig  the  river.  The  lower  lengths  of  the  Duke  of 
KutJand  stiU  m  places  require  weeding.  The  Wye  has 
had  a  goodly  number  of  visitors  on  most  of  its  lengths, 
some  of  whom  have  done  well.  Fair  creels  have  been 
made  on  the  Kowsley,  Haddon  Hall,  and  BakeweU 
-  lengths,  and  a  few  favoured  anglers  on  the  private  waters 
ot  Monsaldale  have  made  baskets  of  eight  and  nine  brace 
?C  ^^r-M  8°°<^  sport  has  also  been  had  on 

the  Millers  Dale  reaches,  and  several  decent  catches 
have  been  made  on  the  Black  well  and  Ashwood  Dales 
lengths,  where  of  late  the  anghng  seems  to  have  improved. 
Ihe  various  open  lengths  of  the  Dove  have  been  well 
patronised,  and  both  fly  and  bottom  anglers  have,  as  a 
rule,  met  with  satisfactory  sport.  Some  good  baskets 
have  been  made  on  the  Dove  Dale  waters,  and  very 
fair  angling  has  been  had  there  during  the  week  by 
several  visitors.  Higher  up,  on  the  MiU  Dale,  Alsop,  and 
Cold  liiaton  reaches,  some  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been 
killed,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made  by  visitors 
to  the  Beresford  Dale  and  Hartington  waters.  There  has 
also  been  some  decent  sport  on  the  tributary  streams,  the 
Menmore  and  Bentley  Brook,  where  several  fdir  creels 
have  been  made.  Anglers  have  been  tolerably  numerous 
on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Derwent,  and  in  the  Ashopton 
district  some  very  satisfactory  sport  has  been  had  both  by 
fly  and  bottom  fishing,  and  by  trolling.  Good  creels  have 
been  made  on  the  lengths  by  Yorkshire  Bridge, 
Bamford,  and  Mytham  Bridge;  and  the  waters 
by  Sickleholme,  Hathersage,  and  Grindleford  have 
afforded  some  exceUent  sport.  Both  the  private 
and  open  waters  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stoke, 
Calver,  and  Baslow  have  yielded  good  baskets  of  nice 
sized  hsh.  Anglers  have  been  tolerably  numerous  on  the 
Chatsworth  lengths,  and  some  very  good  sport  has  been 
had  there  on  several  days.  The  park  waters  have  yielded 
nice  lots  of  good  sized  fish,  and  the  lower  lengths,  between 
Beeley  Bridge  and  Rowsley,  have  afforded  satisfactory 
angling.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  obtained  on  the 
parley  Dale  and  Matlock  reaches  both  by  fly  and  bottom 
fishers  but  principally  by  the  latter.  Last  week  500 
young  trout  were  put  into  the  river  at  Matlock  Bath,  from 
the  hatchery  there—Sahnn  fario  and  Salmo  levenensis.  a 
cross  between  Loch  Levens  and  Derbyshire  brook  trout, 
ihey  were  between  two  and  three  years  old,  ranging  from 
Jib.  to  lib.  each  in  weight.  The  Matlock  Association  now 
Jimit  the  number  of  rods  on  their  waters,  by  which  it  is 
hoped  the  fishing  may  be  improved.  Weather  to-day 
(Wednesday)  showery  and  somewhat  cold. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  during  the  Whitsuntide  hoHdays  has  not  been 
°uf  so  good  amongst  trout  as  had  been  anticipated, 
although  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  HuU  and  the 
tribu  ary  streams  were  in  very  fair  condition,  but  there  is 
quite  a  scarcity  of  insect  life  as  yet,  consequently  the  fly 
fisher  has  been  partly  doomedito  disappointment.  A  brace 
?;  ^'■^  reported  to  have  been  taken  by  a 

Dnfteld  club  member  thit  scaled  about  41b.  each,  but 
"i^^c*?!  u   ''1*^^  ""^^y  were  taken  with  the  flv 

-odd  fash  have  bean  taken  with  worm  at  the  beck  ends  :  and 
m  the  neighbourhood  of  Hempholme  several  veryfo^d 
pike  have  been  taken ;  a  fine  fish  of  about  131b.  weight  was 
taken  above  the  lock  and  on  very  fine  tackle,  giving  the 
lucky  captor  a  good  half  hour's  exciting  sport  •  and  on 
Monday  three  good  fish  were  taken  near  Brigham  the 
heaviest  ECiling  about  101b.  Shoals  of  large  roa<;h  are 
scouring  themselves  on  the  shaUows  and  at  the  beck 
'^T""^  prospect  of  a  good  season 
amongst  coarse  fish,  and  most  of  our  city  anelers 
are  looking  forward  to.  the  16th  inst.  with  S 
anticipations  for  the  river  is  m  good  condition  both  above 
^''^  as  the  weather  forecasts  denote 
ram  more,  or  less,  no  doubt  this  wUl  improve  matters 
especially  m  the  upper  stretches  of  the  river,  which  are  at 
present  very  clear  and  rather  low.  The  bottom  fishers 
♦Ti^^'f-^^'^i^l"'  sport  amongst  flounders  and  eels 
m  the  t  dal  portion.  The  Hull  Ramblers'  Angling  Associa- 

and  did  fair  y  well,  Mr.  F.  Featherstonhaugh  tiking  the 
first  pnze  wuh  21b.  8oz. ;  Meesrs.  W.  Hughes,  Tureen! 
wood  and  W  Cheeseman  taking  the  next  three  with  over 

Bridtp  ♦L^S'^?''^-°'^?''\^^^-  ^'^^^  a  match  at  Hull 
Bridge,  the  first  pruse  being  taken  with  lib.  lloz.  Several 

WaL^rV*^"'  of  flounders  have  also  been  mad,  a 
ilZ  %  ?'°'^'-  Gibraltar,  and  on  Monday  odd 

trout  of  fair  size  were  taken  in  this  distiict;  and  on 

feld  thTir1rT°°''  the  Blundells  Anghng  Society 
field  their  first  annual  match,  open  to  all  comers  at 
DunsweU,  and  at  which  about  200  anglers  competed.  The 
match  was  of  two  and  a  half  hours'  duration,  and  most  of 
the  competitors  managed  to  secure  fish.  The  first  urize 
was  taken  by  Mr  E.  Fisher,  with  lib.  12foz.  ;  Mr!  Frank 

with  'm    «1    •  J-  2.  Downs,  fourth 

Taken  wi^h  m.-/  t^enty-second,  and  last,  prize  was 
hpM  of  fhV^  •  1  Mother  open  angling  match  will  be 
held  at  the  same  place  on  Saturday  next  (.Tune  11)  under 
onM?<fTv.'  ^"^^  Navigation  Angling  Soctity  and 

Whitfi  Hnr^fR  '^^ti'^S        be  held  at  the 

Wtnte  Horse  Hotel,  in  Carr-lane,  to  arrange  the  nrel 
hmmarifs.  -  The  East  HuU  Brass  Band  A  S  held  theb 
J  "fflrT*  Bnrstwick  Drain,  at  Hedon.'Mess 

J.  lull,  -r.  iSnholBon,  and  H.  Emmot  taMn?  the  first 
hree  prizes;  and  the  Duke  of  York  ^S^ journeyed 
P^^"       Sumber  and  fished  their  mateh  at  the  Barton 
aed'Sfi^s?iti?s?^^ 


is  a  task  which,  in  its  severity,  takes  a  lot  of  beating.  Our 
men  are  all  away,  sjattered  over  the  earth  to  every  avail- 
able resort  where  a  fish  is  known  to  exist.  Bat  the 
weather— good  old  weather  !  Did  anyone  ever  know  such 
a  nierry  month  ?  And  June  is  smitten  with  the  same  com- 
plaint— cold  winds  and  all  unpleasantness.  The  St. 
Helen's  Anglers  are,  of  course,  in  evidence — they  always 
are— and  have  been  doing  good  work.  The  names  of 
Messrs.  Greer,  Ball,  Gerrard,  and  others  have  bad  good 
weights.  Their  annual  meeting  is  summoned  for  the  9th, 
to  arrange  the  season's  programme  and  initiate  Bro.  Jos. 
Booth,  the  first  holder  of  the  new  challenge  trophy.  Our 
men,  who  do  not  mind  slaughtering  pike  in  close  season, 
should  go  to  Windermere  ;  there  are  any  amount  of  fish, 
and  dead  on  the  feed.  One  Lancashire  lad  has  had  glorious 
times  on  this  favourite  lake.  The  recent  stocking  of  the 
Dersvent  by  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion has  particular  interest  for  us,  as  so  many  of  our  men 
are  members.  Only  quite  recently  a  dozen  joined  this 
enthusiastic  organisation.  Although  500  fish  may  not 
seem  a  large  quantity,  the  size  and  quality  must  be  remem- 
bered ;  also  that  there  is  a  fine  lot  of  50,000  fry  now  in 
the  hatchery,  whose  destiny  eventually  is  that  part  of  the 
river  Derwent  under  the  control  of  the  Association. 
Visitors  to  Matlock  will,  no  doubt,  remember  the  orna- 
mental fishponds  there  ;  in  consequence,  read  with  interest 
the  account  of  these  waters  being  struck  by  liglitoing, 
and  its  effect  on  the  fish  in  these  ponds.  Our  old  friend, 
Mr.  Tom  Greenough,  varied  his  successes  on  Saturday 
last  by  winning  a  handsome  silver  cup,  offered  to  the  best 
shot.    Rod  or  gun  is  his  motto. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Trout  angling,  so  far  as  fly  fishinj  is  concerned,  has 
been  most  disappointing.  The  waters,  however,  remain 
in  capital  con-^i-ion,  but  nothing  sufficiently  noteworthy 
has  cropped  up  that  here  needs  commenting  upon. 
Both  insect  life  and  aquatic  vegetation  are  remarkably 
backward  for  the  time  of  year,  and  those  who  have  caught 
fish  have  done  so  by  bottom  fishing.  Cold  northerly 
winds  have,  for  the  most  part,  predominated,  and 
occasionally  heavy  rain  has  fallen.  Sport  during  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays  was  interrupted  by  the  adverse 
weather,  but  several  visitors  captured  fish  with  the  maggot 
and  worm.  Up  to  the  present  fly  fishermen  have  scarcely 
wetted  a  line,  and  if  we  don't  soon  have  a  period  of  fine, 
warm  weather,  it  is  feared  the  trout  fishing  season  wUl  be 
one  of  the  worst  known  for  some  years.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  prospects  for  commencing  operations  amongst 
the  coarse  fish,  a  fortnight  hence,  are  very  good. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Despite  the  many  warnings  giyan  that  club  meetings 
would  not  be  held  in  Whit  week,  many  members  sought 
the  clubhouse,  only  to  be  disappointed.    The  Moss  Side 
Socials  wUl  hold  their  postponed  meeting  on  the  6th.  The 
Levenshulme  opened  their  waters  for  sampling  the  "  rain- 
bows "  on  the  30th,  and  ara  well  faysled  with  the 
progress  the  fish  have  made.    The  Buckland  Anglers  have 
entered  for  the  Bridgwater  challenge  shield  competition 
on  Sept.  3.    Mr.  G.  H.  Robinson,  of  th,  Levenshulme 
A.S.,  took  fourteen  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  ia  the  Der 
went,  at  Ashopton,  on  the  30th  ult.,  up-stream  worming. 
Several  of  the  city  anglers  are  doing  well  in  distant 
resorts.    Mr.  Thompson  and  friend,  on  Loch  Leven,  are 
credited  with  twenty  fish,  14|lb. ;  and  another  gentle- 
man,   at   Windermere,    amongst   the    pike,  is  doiog 
will.    Sam  0.  Fario,  on  Bank  Holiday,  collared  a  fine 
rainbow    trout,    16Jin.    long,   in    splendid  condition. 
Cheshire  brooks  have  yielded  several  good  baskets,  and 
the  same  can  be  sard  of  Woodhead  and  neighbouring 
reserves.    One  who  knows  advises  bait  fishers  to  try  the 
Dee  at  Chester,  from  that  city  to  Farndon,  with  almost 
any  kind  of  bait,  but  worm  and  maggot  for  preference. 
Several  of  our  men  are  in  North  Wales,  especially  in  the 
Llanymynech  district ;  but,  judging  of  the  weather,  their 
sport  will  be  limited.    Local  waters  have  been  well  fished, 
and,  strange  to  say,  some  fair  fish  are  reported,  and  of 
course  there  has  been  the  old  tale  of  breakages.  Perhaps 
never  before  were  so  many  reels  used  as  now  on  our  local 
caial.    The  Salford  Friendly  Anglers  have  just  elected 
their  principal  officers  as  follows :   President,  Mr.  T. 
Driver  ;  secretary,  Mr.  James  Royle ;  check-book  keeper^ 
Mr.  R.  Bates.  Six  new  members  have  been  elected,  and  the 
Moss  reach  of  the  Bridgwater  Canal  selected  for  their 
annual  match  on  Aug.  20. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

of^uL^;^^  the  vMim  of  circumstances,  to  write  notes 
ot  angling  operations  during  Whit  week  in  this  county, 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Holiday  anglers  were  disappointed ;  the  weather  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  was  very  showery,  and  those  who 
ventured  out  in  quest  of  trout  encountered  a  good  deal  of 
wet.  A  few  brace  of  choice  fish  were  caught  on  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Greet,  above  Southwell,  and  the 
bottom  fishers  returned  with  a  few  from  the  Dover  Beck. 
On  Monday  night  a  large  salmon  got  stranded  on  a  sand- 
bank on  the  Trent,  above  the  new  bridge,  and  was  secured 
by  some  men  sail  to  be  employed  at  the  new  works,  in 
course  of  construction  by  the  city  corporation.  I  am  told 
the  fish  weighed  upwards  of  201b.  At  an  extraordinary 
general  meeting  of  the  Wellington  Society,  held  on  thj 
night  of  the  26th  ult.,  a  richly  deserved  compliment  was 
paid,  to  Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  the  pop'ilar  and  much  respected 
president.  Having  regard  to  whit  he  had  done  for  the 
1  \  J         °^  society,  the  members  unanimously 

elected  him  a  life  member.  It  was  decided  to  increase  the 
Bubscnption  to  two  guineas  per  member  per  annum,  and 
to  start  a  junior  branch  of  the  society.  Most  ooai-se  fish 
have  done  spawning,  and  the  early  season  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  best  known  for  many  years  past.  The  river  was 
running  m  comparatively  low  volume  at  the  period  of 
wntiM,  and  salmon  anglers  were  said  to  be  patronising 
the  King  s  Mills  and  Shardlow  waters. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Fishermen  who  have  been  anxious  to  tal<9  full  advantage 
of  the  Whitsuntide  vacation  have  not  been  favoured  with 
the  best  of  weather.  In  fact,  the  weather  has  been 
extremely  unsettled,  but  a  large  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out.  Locally  the  best  results  have  been  obtained  in 
the  wafers  in  the  Loxley  valleys,  the  river  and  the  various 
dims  fishing  remarkably  well.  The  Flour  Mill  section 
has  been  extensively  patronised,  and  specimens  weighing 
up  to  IJlb.  have  been  secured.  The  dam  at  Hollow 
Meadows  has  also  received  a  considerable  amount  of 
attention,  and  a  satisfactory  amount  of  sport  has  resulted. 
One  of  the  finest  fishing  watars  in  this  district  is  at  th3 
Damflask  Reservoir,  the  fishing  rights  belonging  to  Mr 
Bimingt on  Wilson,  Broomhead  Hall,  a  well  known  sports- 
man. Permission,  however,  may  be  obtained,  and  the 
privilege  is  thought  a  good  deal  of,  as  there  are  always 
some  good  fish  in  the  dam,  and  it  is  a  lovelv  drive  or 
walk  over  the  moors  to  the  place.  Frequenters  of  the 
bheat  have  lately  hid  a  good  time.  The  fishing  has 
improved  wonderfully  during  the  past  week  or  so,  and 
between  Eco'eeall  Station  and  Crabtree  Farm  a  goodly 
number  of  decent  sized  trout  have  fallen  victims  to 
maggots,  which  have  proved  to  be  the  most  alluring  bait. 
Another  stream  which  has  been  in  better  trim  in  con- 
sequence cf  the  recent  rainfalls  is  the  Idle,  and  in  the 
stretch  near  Retford  a  large  number  of  big  Loch  Leven 
trout  have  been  secured,  and  the  river  is  now  in  better 
order  than  for  some  time.  Nearly  all  the  reaches  on  the 
Derwent  have  fished  well,  and  bottom  anglers  have 
recently  been  scoring  very  heavily  between  Matlock  and 
Ambergate.  The  lest  catches  have  been  made  with 
worms,  which  the  fish  have  taken  eagerly,  whilst  maggots, 
dock  grubs,  and  ant  eggs  have  also  done  useful  service. 
The  waters  at  Hathersage,  Bamford,  and  Sickleholme 
have  aU  been  visited  by  full  complements  of  rodsters,  who 
have  fared  very  well,  but  have  not  succeeded  in  getting 
any  fish  of  extraordinary  size.  The  stretches  at  Holmes- 
ford  and  Whatstandwell  have  been  well  to  the  fore  in 
furnishing  a  few  excellent  sp!cimens  of  good  sized  fish 
with  large  catches  of  smaller  trout. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  streams  were  in  capital  order  for  the  holiday 
keepers;  that  is  more  than  could  be  said  of  the  weather 
for  heavy  showers  have  been  falling  each  day  (Monday' 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday),  and  the  wind  bitterly  cold*. 
Many  went  out  on  Monday;  most   came   home  dis- 
appointed, and  with  very  light  creels,  Mr.  Martin  Peris 
having  the  best  show  of  four  brace  of  beautiful  trout,  this 
same  angler  having  fair  sport  on  Tuesday,  but  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  a  grand  fish  of  some  41b.  through  the 
unskilfulness  of  the  person  who  attempted  to  land  itforhim ; 
but,  taken  altogether,  sport  this  Whitsuntide  may  be  said  to 
be  bad,  in  private  water  and  open  river  alike.  Yesterday 
(Tuesday),  in  the  sunshine  between  storms,  the  May  Fly 
was  in  evidence  fairly  strong,  and  gave  proof  that  there 
were  trout  in  the  water,  for  they  were  rising  at  them  all 
downstream,  but  other  baits  they  were  not  on  at  all  well. 
On  Friday  evening  last  a  large  number  of  members  and 
friends  of  the  Worcester  Ang  iag  Society  met  at  the  head- 
quarters, the  Bull's  Head  Inn,  High-street,  to  honour 
their  indefatigable  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Bridges,  who  has 
occupied  that  position  for  the  last  ten  years ;  Mr.  J.  R.  H. 
Ward  (vice-president),  occupying  the  chair,  and,  in  a  e'ulc- 
gistic  speech,  presented  Mr.  Bridges  with  a  purse  of  money, 
amounting  to  fourteen  guineas,  and  an  address,  signed  by 
the  officers  and  committee  of  the  society.    Mr.  Bridges 
replied,  observing  that  his  work  had  been  a  labour  of  love, 
and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  devote  many  years  to  their 
interests.    Mr.  Bridges'  health  was  very  heartily  drunk  • 
the  health  of  the  president,  Mr.  Martin  Perkj,  was  also' 
drunk  with  musical  honours,  and  during  the  evening  a 
capital  programme  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was 
rendered,  Mr.  Bruce  Wyatt  and  Mr.  Pickard,  of  Kiddei. 
minster,  being  immense,  and  a  very  jolly  evening  was 
spent. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  prospects  for  Whitsuntide  sport  at  the  week  end 
were  encouraging,  most  waters  being  in  excellent  condi- 
tion. In  the  Swale,  anglers  have  experienced  splendid 
sport  with  the  fly,  and,  failing  rain,  ultimately  there  was 
plenty  of  good  sport  on  the  dry  pools  and  streams.  The 
Wharfe,  Yore,  Nidd,  and  Rye  were  also  in  good  condition 
for  fly  fishing,  and  capital  sport  seemed  likely,  more  espe- 
cially  aa  there  had  not  been  a  great  deal  of  fishing  on 
them,  and  trout  have  been  well  on  the  move.  The  St>ne 
Fly  has,  perhaps,  beea  the  most  useful  bait ;  and  one  of 
the  best  casts  at  the  present  time  is  the  Orange  Partridge 
(bait  fly).  Poult  Bloa,  Knotted  Midge,  and  Light  Watchet 
(droppers).  The  cold  northerly  winds  which  have  pre- 
vailed have  proved  most  unpleasant,  and  undoubtedly  the 
heavy  rains  in  course  of  the  present  week  have  inter- 
fered with  sport.  A  match  between  members  of  the 
Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Club  took  place  on  Mcmday, 
at  New  Lock,  near  Driffield,  and  eight  winners  of  prizes 
are  recorded,  the  list  being  headed  by  A.  Hope,  whose  catch 
weighed  looz.  At  the  Selby  Petty  Sessions,  a  few  days 
ago,  Arthur  Parrott,  tailor,  of  Thorpe  Willoughby,  was 
charged,  at  the  instance  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board, 
with  stealing  a  quantity  o?  fish  during  the  close  time.' 
Defendant,  who  said  he  got  the  fish  from  the  dam  at 
Thorpe,  was  fined  10s.  and  34s.  costs.  He  asked  :  Can  we 
get  fresh-water  fish  from  the  dam  ?  The  Clerk  :  You 
won't  get  salt  fish. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

James  Green. — The  "  cake  "  you  send  is  linseed  cake. 
It  is  often  used  as  ground-bait.  Soak  it  in  water  until 
Boft ;  then  mix  with  bran  and  bread.  One  part  of  the  cake 
in  ten  of  ground-bait  is  sufficient. 

Ibis  Tag. — We  assure  you  it  is  with  regret  that  your 
report  was  returned  as  "  too  late."  Beports  must  reach 
the  office  by  six  o'clock  on  Thursday  evening. 


ComsponUcncc 

[TTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents. 2 


SALMON-PEAL. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  a  printer's  error  in  my  letter,  as 
published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  21st  ult.,  which  I 
should  like  to  correct,  as  it  makes  me  appear  a  much 
greater  novice  than  I  am  in  reality  ;  and  that  is  ne3dless. 
I  intended  to  ask  if  Mr.  Hoarder  would  describe  the 
difference  between  salmon-peal  and  truif,  giving  the  first 
named  fish  its  full  appellation,  although  it  is  generally 
spoken  of  as  peal,  tout  conr.  I  can  only  suppose  thati 
omitted  the  hyphen,  and  that  the  compositor  kindly  sup- 
plied what  he  thought  was  an  omission  in  my  punctuation. 

I  cxn  distinguish  a  peal  from  a  salmon,  but  I  shall  not 
regret  the  mistake  if  it  should  draw  from  Mr.  Hoarder  a 
description  of  some  point  of  difference  which  I  may 
hitherto  have  overlooked. — Yours  faithfully. 

A  White-Headed  Novice. 


SAMLET  OR  TROUT  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Some  month  or  six  weeks  ago  I  was  fishing 
in  the  river  Teme,  at  Tenbury,  and  caught  a  couple  of  fish 
which  I  took  to  be  trout.  When  walking  along  the  side 
of  the  river  I  was  accosted  by  the  water  bailiff — underthe 
board  of  conservators  for  the  Severn  Fishery  district — 
who  requested  to  see  inside  my  bag.  Without  the  least 
hesitation  I  showed  him  what  I  had  caught,  and,  to  my 
great  surprise,  he  said  one  of  the  fish  was  a  samlet,  and 
that  he  would  have  to  send  it  to  Worcester,  and  probably 
I  should  get  a  summons.  Well,  in  due  course  the 
summons  came,  and  I  have  to  appear  at  Tenbury  charged 
with  "having  unlawfully  and  wilfully  taken  the  young  of 
salmon,  to  wit,  a  samlet."  I  still  have  my  doubts  as  to 
whether  the  fish  was  a  samlet,  although  the  water  bailiff 
pointed  out  to  me  where,  he  said,  the  difference  lay.  I 
should  be  glad  if  you  would,  therefore,  give  me  your 
opinion  through  your  paper,  and  I  will  describe  the  fish 
as  well  as  I  can. 

The  fish  was  marked  very  much  like  a  trout ;  it  had 
finger  marks  down  its  side  (which  the  bailiif  said  trout  did 
not  have) ;  it  was  9in.  long,  and  its  weight  less  than  jlb. 
It  had  a  red  spot  mark  near  the  eye,  and  it  either  had  or 
had  not  (I  forget  which)  a  red  spot  on  its  back  fin.  These 
marks  were  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  bailiff. 

Have  you  ever  known  a  trout  so  marked,  or  even 
similarly  marked  ? 

Can  you  tell  me  whether  it  is  likely  that  a  samlet  would 
be  so  high  up  the  river  this  time  of  the  year  ? 

When  it  is  stated  on  fishing  licences  that  no  fish  must  be 
taken  under  such  and  such  a  length,  does  it  mean  the 
entire  length  of  the  fish,  or  only  the  flesh-eating  part  of 
the  fish? 

While  agl'eeing  in  the  main  with  the  manner  in  which 
different  associations  look  after  the  interests  of  anglers,  it 
seems  to  me  a  very  arbitrary  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board  in  my  case,  and  I  cannot  think  that 
the  board  would  deal  with  a  "first  offender  "in  such  a 
manner  if  they  knew  the  circumstances  of  the  Cise. 

I  may  say  that  I  have  not  taken  a  dozen  fish  altogether 
out  of  the  Teme,  as  this  is  the  first  year  I  have  taken  up 
fishing  in  these  parts. — Yours  truly,  A  Novice. 

["  Novice  "  had  better  pay  the  fine  ;  if  a  Severn  board 
bailiff  says  it  was  a  samlet  it  is  pretty  clear  it  was.  The 
parr  markings  on  the  sides  are  not  confined  to  samlets. 
The  length  of  a  fish  is  its  full  length  unless  otherwise 
stated  in  the  regulations. — Ed.]. 


PROPOSED  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Sir, — I  desire  to  make  known  through  your  widely 
read  and  influential  paper  the  brief  outline  of  a  proposed 
new  angling  society,  having  its  business  headquarters  in 
the  City  of  London,  and  its  private  waters  within  a  con- 
venient distance  therefrom.  A  number  of  anglers  of  good 
social  status  have  discussed  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
undertaking,  and  their  ideas  are  roughly  as  follows  : 

1.  The  society  to  rent  three  separate  private  waters  : 
(r()  about  a  mile  of  good  coarse  fishing  stream  ;  (i)  a  mUe 
or  so  of  good  trout  water  for  the  fly  ;  and  (c)  a  lake  or  large 
sheet  of  water  affording  general  and  good  coarse  fishing. 
Suitable  waters  are  in  view,  and  being  inspected. 

2.  The  subscription  to  be  two  guineas  per  annum,  the 
number  of  members  limited  to  thirty,  two-thirds  of  such 
subscriptions  to  be  expended  on  the  rents  and  re-stc  eking 
of  the  private  waters,  and  the  remaining  one-third,  £20  or 
so,  set  aside  for  prizes  for  specimen  fish,  which  alone  will 
be  recognised  for  prizes  by  the  society. 

3.  Members  to  fish  any  water,  public  or  private,  and 
weigh-in  specimen  fish  at  any  and  all  times,  without  any 
restriction  whatever. 

Gentlemen  desirous  of  joining  such  a  society  as  the 
proposed  should  intimate  the  same,  in  the  first  place,  to 
the  undersigned.  When  the  number  of  promised  members 
reaches  twenty,  a  general  meeting  will  be  called  to  discuss 
the  undertaking  in  all  its  bearings. — Yours,  &c., 

J.  D.  (Hon.  Sec.  pro  tern.) 

22,  RoupeU-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E, 


DALE'S  MAY  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  extremely  kind  notice  of  the  May 
Flies,  with  Egyptian  goose  wing,  I  sent  you  last  season, 
you  expressed  a  wish  for  some  a  size  smaller  and  ribbed 
with  blood-red  game. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  herewith  for  your 
acceptance  a  dozen,  slightly  varied  in  body  and  haclde, 
but  all  with  red  game  ribbing,  which  I  trust  will  please 
both  yourself  and  the  fish  in  your  waters. — Faithfully 
yours,  P.  W,  Dale. 

The  Anglers'  Depot,  85,  Stafford-street,  Hanley. 

[The  flies  are  first-rate. — Ed.] 


RE  DRAYTON  PARK  PISCATORIALS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  kindly  allow 
me  to  correct  a  statement  re  the  above  angling  club,  in 
which  Mr.  Clayton  says  that  "  the  Drayton  Park 
Piscatorial  Society  was,  on  May  4,  mutually  dissolved." 
Perhaps  this  may  be  so.  But  I  should  also  like  to  add 
that  on  May  4  the  Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  was  re- 
constructed, as  per  my  report  in  your  issue  of  May  21. 
With  reference  to  the  remark  "  that  no  other  angling 
society  will  be  carried  on  at  that  house,  viz.,  Holloway 
Station  Hotel,  HoUoway-road,  N.,"  I  may  add  that  the 
Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  as  re-constructed,  have  held 
their  meetings  at  that  house  up  to  the  date  of  this 
communication  (June  1),  and  that  they  will  continue 
doing  so  until  they  receive  notice  to  quit. — I  am,  sir, 
yours,  &o.,  G.  Greg  (Hon.  Sec). 


HOW  TO  CATCH  MINNOWS. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  W.  A.  F.^s "  inquiry,  I 
would  advise  him  to  obtain  a  minnow  catching  bottle  of, 
say,  Bambridge  (Eton)  or  Farlow  (London).  It  consists  of 
a  wide  mouthed,  clear  glass  bottle  (tied  over,  pro  tern., 
with  gauze  netting),  and  inverted  cone-shaped  bottom, 
with  aperture  for  minnows  to  pass  through  in  working  up 
stream  (like  a  salmon  or  eel  trap  in  miniature,  but  in 
glass).  I  would  advise  a  few  worms  to  be  put  inside. 
"  Dozens  of  minnows  can  be  taken  with  it  in  the  course  of 
a  day,"  so  I  have  read,  but  have  hot  tried  it. — Yours 
truly,    H.  S.  Harland. 

POLLUTION. 
Sir, — Except  a  little  in  the  north,  where  flax  is  grown 
and  steeped,  fishing  waters  in  Ireland  do  not  suffer  much 
from  pollution.  In  many  parts  of  England,  however,  it 
has  long  ago  worked  wholesale  and,  probably,  irretrievable 
ruin,  and  now  Scotch  waters  it  appears  are  threatened 
with  a  similar  fate,  in  consequence  chiefly  of  the  multipli- 
cation of  distilleries.  It  seems  to  me  by  nomeane  hopeless 
to  expect  that  chemical  science  will  by  and  by  prove  itself 
quite  able  to  cope  with  this  evil,  but  it  is  very  pof sible 
that  the  necessary  operations  would  be  so  expensive  as  to 
be  quite  out  of  the  question.  In  fact,  it  is  so  now  from 
one  point  of  view,  for  obviously  nothing  but  the  expense 
prevents  the  distillers  from  placing  their  "  effluents  "  in 
suitable  vessels  and  sending  them  to  the  nearest  seaport  to 
be  duly  consigned  to  the  ocean  depths,  as  is  done  with 
dredged  matter,  and  so  have  done  with  it  once  for  all ; 
but  clearly  something  less  heroic  and  expensive  than 
this  must  be  discovered  if  our  poor  trout  are  to 
survive. 

Pollution,  to  deserve  its  name  in  this  connection,  must, 
of  course,  be  poisonous.  The  mud,  for  instance,  which 
thickens  a  stream  into  pea  soup  after  heavy  rains  is  not 
"pollution,"  though  there  is  no  telling  what  name  we 
might  give  it  did  it  not  disappear  so  readily  as  it  does,  for 
though  it  does  not  poison  it  is  fatal  to  fishing  for  the  time, 
and  if  fish  don't  take  sport  is  done  for,  whether  the  fish 
are  there  or  not.  And,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are,  I 
believe,  many  good  salmon  and  trout  rivers,  or  rivers  that 
would  be  good,  in  Norway  and  elsewhere,  which  are  mud- 
polluted  and  practically  useless  most  part  of  the  fishing 
season.  However,  our  concern  here  is  with  "poison," 
and  of  poisons  therfe  are  two  kinds — the  positive  and  the 
negative.  Arsenic,  for  instance,  is  a  positive  poison, 
nitrogen  is  a  negative  one,  though  whether  one  has  to  take 
a  dose  of  the  former  or  breathe  in  an  atmosphere  of  the 
latter,  the  result  is  the  same,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
difference  in  their  operations  on  the  system  is  to  be 
noticed.  Arsenic  kills  you,  nitrogen  does  nothing  to  you. 
It  is  simply  unable  to  perform  the  vital  function  of 
atmospheric  air  in  the  lungs,  and  so  you  die.  But  you 
would  die  all  the  same,  and  just  as  quickly,  if  there  was  no 
nitrogen  in  your  lungs  ;  if  they  were  simply  empty. 
Neither  does  water  injure  the  lung  tissue  by  its  contact  in 
the  ease  of  drowning,  but  as  it  kills  you  by  preventing  the 
air  from  getting  into  your  lungs,  as  it  fills  them  itself,  we 
must  call  it  a  poison  under  the  circumstances,  but  a 
negative  poisou. 

Now,  in  the  case  of  river  pollution  those  two  kinds  of 
poison  are  to  be  considered,  for  although  equally 
deleterious  to  the  fish,  they  are  scarcely  to  be  dealt  with  the 
same  way.  If  a  live  trout  be  introduced  into  a  strong 
solution  of  sulphuric  acid,  for  instance,  he  would  be  almost 
instantly  killed  by  destruction  of  gill  tissue,  or  paralysis 
of  function,  and  nothing  can  save  him  so  long  as  the  acid 
continues  to  possess  its  well-known  properties.  But  if  we 
put  him  into  a  vessel  of  perfectly  pure,  cold  water,  which 
was  previously  boiled,  though  he  dies,  he  is  only  the 
victim  of  a  negative  poison,  and  did  we  bat  .take  the 
precaution  to  oxygenate  the  water  all  had  been  well.  In 
dealing,  therefore,  with  these  distillery  eflluents,  it  seems 
to  me  we  must  first  insure  that  no  positive  poison 
is  ever  permitted  to  enter  a  stream.  Such  must 
be  resolved  into  innoxious  substances  by  chemical 
action,  and,  with  this  successfully  done,  ihe  first 
great  step  were  taken  towards  the  desired  end;  for 


then  we  should  have  nothing  worse  than  negative  poison 
to  turn  into  the  water.  And  were  this  oxjgenated  and 
then  let  run  into  the  rivar,  I  do  not  see  how  the  fish  would 
suffer. 

And  now,  of  course,  I  shall  be  told  that  fish  can  only  live 
in  water,  and  that  to  expect  them  to  take  to  an  element  of 
mixed  water  and  "  burnt  ale,"  no  matter  how  plentifully 
supplied  with  oxygen,  is  simply  absurd.  But  I  shall  only 
believe  it  to  be  absurd  when  I  must.  Fish,  even  trout, 
can  live  and  flourish  in  strange  places,  and  '-'breathe" 
compounds  of  water  and  "pollution"  in  a  way  quite 
astonishing.  Certainly  what  they  can  do  in  this  way  has 
more  than  once  aistonished  me,  and  as  it  may  not  be 
without  its  bearing  on  the  general  question  of  pollution,  I 
shall  briefly  give  one  case,  the  latest,  which  fell  under  my 
notice.  On  the  banks  of  a  certain  large  river  with 
which  I  am  familiar  there  stmds  a  military  barracks, 
occupied  by  a  whole  infantry  battalion  and  two  batteries 
of  artillery,  together  with  other  details,  say,  1400  to  1500 
people  of  boit  Sexes  and  all  ages.  Midway  is  the  river 
weir,  so  that  the  fall  in  river  bed  from  the  uppar  end  of 
the  barracks  to  the  lower  is  very  considerable.  At  this 
upper  end  a  covered  stream  about  1ft.  deep  and  2ft.  wide 
is  led  from  the  main  river  through  the  barracks,  and  out 
into  the  river  again  just  beyond  the  lower  end  of  them, 
and  flushes  ail  latrines, .&c.,  on  its  way.  There  are  trout- 
in  that  stream.  It  is  shocking  to  have  to  writs  the  like, 
but  it  is  positively  true.  One  can  look  up  this  foul  sewer 
where  it  enters  the  main  river  for  a  few  yards,  and  two  or 
three  trout  are  always  there,  apparently  happy  in  that 
reeking  abomination .'  Judging  by  the  intensity  and 
prevalence  of  the  overpowering  odour  that  proceeds  from 
this  fluid,  I  should  siy  that  scarcely^  two-thirds  of 
it  is  ever  water.  And  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
those  trout  from  dropping  down  ,  into  the  river, 
but  they  never  seem  to  care  to  do  so.  Now,  I 
hold  that  the  "pollution"  in  question  here  is  not 
an  active  poison,  or  else  those  fish  could  not  continue  to 
live  in  it  with  impunity ;  and  although  originally,  of 
course,  a  negative  one,  being  without  oxygen,  the  rough, 
broken  nature  of  the  rapid  current  must  have  sufficiently 
aerated  it  to  make  it  a  possible  hahitat  for  trout.  On  one 
or  two  occasions  trout  were  killed  close  to  the  mouth  of 
this  stream.  I  killed  a  21b.  fish  there  myself,  but  no  one 
would  eat  them.  In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that,  for  my 
own  part,  I  never  agreed  with  those  who  held  that  the 
trout  were  partial  to  this  place  just  because  of  its  pollu- 
tion, but  rather  inclined  to  the  view  that  the  lively,  rapid 
current  was  irresistible,  notwithstanding  the  pollution,  as 
the  main  river  itself  was  dead  and  sluggish  to  a  degree. — 
Yours,  &o.,    Mona, 

PERMANGANATE  OF  POTASH. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  read  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the 
utility  of  the  above  substance  in  destroying  the  fungus 
that  occurs  upon  fish  kept  in  aquaria,  but  I  lave.never 
found  any  note  as  to  the  strength  of  the  solution  that 
should  be  employed. 

I  have  kept  trout  for  several  years,  and  I  have  never 
lost  one  by  "  aquarium  "  death  ;  but  ou  Sunday,  May  29, 
I  discovered  that  several  of  my  fish  were  affected,  and  one 
was  covered  with  a  fluffy  growth,  the  tail  was  split  and 
red  :  a  condition  that  I  have  found  in  other  fish  betokens 
early  demise. 

The  same,  afternoon  I  removed  the  fish  (thirteen  in 
number)  to  a  large  bath  half  filled  with  water,  and  they 
all  congregated  at  one  end,  the  darker.  I  then  dissolved 
sopie  potassium  permanganate  in  a  tumbler,  and  added  the 
solution  to  the  bath  water  at  the  end  distant  from  where 
the  trout  lay,  so  that  I  could  watch  their  behaviour  as 
they  became  enveloped  in  the  coloured  water  ;  and  as  they 
did  not  sjem  to  mind  it,  I  continued  to  add  s'rong  solu- 
tion until  the  whole  water,  12in.  deep,  became  of  a  darkish 
purple  colour;  in  fact,  so  c^ark  that  I  could  scarcely 
distinguish  the  fish.  They  remained  in  this  solution  for 
about  two  hours,  during  which  time  I  cleaned  out  my 
aquarium,  scalded  the  gravel,  and  filled  the  aquarium  with 
strong  solution  of  permanganate,  so  as  to  cover  rockwork. 
I  had  previously  removed  and  destroyed  all  weeds. 

During  this  time  I  paid  several  visits  of  inspection  to 
the  trout,  t^  see  that  they  were  not  looking  sick. 
.  I  then  replaced  the  gravel,  and  renewed  the  water-  and 
returned  the  fish.  Within  an  hour  many  of  them  began 
to  look  very  seedy.  They  appeared  to  have  lost  the  power 
of  co-ordinating  their  movements,  and  they  swam,  or 
rather  reeled,  about  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  in  a 
short  time  several  died,  and  by  10  a.m.  the  next  morning 
eleven  were  dead.  Two  are  still  alive  and  well,  and, 
strange  to  say,  one  of  them  was  the  fish  that  wis  most 
severely  affected  by  the  disease. 

No  doubt  I  used  the  solution  too  strong,  bat  the  fact 
that  two  of  the  thirteen  survived  shows  that  it  was  not 
very  much  too  strong.  I  think  that  if  I  had  made  the 
solution  a  decided  red  colour,  verging  upon  purple,  and 
only  allowed  the  fish  to  remain  in  it,  say,  one  hour,  or  ore 
and  a  half  hours,  I  should  have  cured  my  fish,  and  killed 
none.  I  trust  that  the  above  remarks  will  be  of  servica  to 
keepers  of  fish  in  captivity.  My  trout  were  yea\  lings 
about  Sin.  long. — Yours,  &c., 

G.  Washington  Isaac,  M.B. 


THEYDON  B0IS,,E3SEX.- 
Dear  Sir, — As  late  secretary  for  the  Clapham  Strollers' 
Angling  Club  I  was  appointed  one  of  the  stewards  for  th& 
annual  outing  and  prize  distiibution.  I  had  got  all- 
information  and  presented  it  at  club,  but  finding  -no-^ 
secretary  there,  left;  it  with  one  of  the  members.  Being 
called  away  to  the  country  prevented  me  from  putting  in 
an  ,appearanc3.  I  hope  you  will  kindly  insert  this,  as  I 
wish  members  to  know  that  I  did  my  duty  to  them. — 
Yours,  &c.,  N.  Linden,  ex-seo. 
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■WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPOBATICD 

ANGLING  AND  GLTJB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  11th,  1898. 

AN  ANGLER'S  TRIP   TO  THE 
BLACK  FOREST. 


Year  by  year  a  larger  number  of  Britisb 
anglers  find  their  wa,y  to  the  Continent.  The 
North  of  France  and  the  Rhine  are  already  fairly 
well  frequented,  and  a  goodly  number  of  English 
angling  clubs  are  dotted  about  both  neighbour- 
hoods. 

I  presume  that  there  is  hardly  a  river  or  piece 
of  water  of  any  extent  in  Europe  in  which  some 
roaming  Briton  has  not  wetted  his  fly  or  displayed 
the  siren  charms  of  the  deceptive  minnow,  or 
the  silvery  sides  of  the  equally  attractive  and 
dangerous  dace. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  many  places  witliin 
fairly  easy  reach  not  so  well  known  as  they  deserve 
to  be,  and  yet  which  present  every  attraction  to 
the  enthusiastic  angler,  who  is  at  the  same  time 
imbued  with  that  true  love  of  na,ture  which  almost 
invariably  marks  the  man  who  has  "  the  root  of 
the  matter  in .  him  "  in  contradistinction  to  the 
mere  pot-hunter,  or  him  who  "  joys  only  in 
slaughter." 

For  example,  the  Danube,  in  its  long  and  varied 


course,  offers  lots  of  fishing  opportunities,  and  of 
sceneiy,  a  variety  hard  to  beat  anywhere ;  and 
yet  this  is  still  practically  almosb  a  terra  incognita 
to  English  anglers.  Of  the  lower  part  of  the 
Danube  I  have  not  much  to  say.  Although  well 
stocked  with  coarse  fish,  its  breadth  and  depth 
make  it  in  most  places  better  suited  for  the  pro- 
fessional fisherman  with  his  nets  than  for  the 
angler.  At  the  same  time,  a  certain  kind  of  angler 
is  not  by  any  means  a  rare  being  in  the  towns 
and  villages  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  Many  of 
the  lower  class  in  Vienna  are  as  fond  of  fishing 
as  those  Parisian  "  flaneui-s"  one  sees  lining  the 
quays  on  the  Seine,  and,  what  is  more,  they 
apparently  expect  to  catch  something,  which  the 
Parisians,  to  all  seeming,  do  not.  At  Paris  one 
may  see  quay  after  quay  lined  with  patient  men, 
with  long  light  rods,  but  who  ever  saw  them 
catch  anything  bigger  than  a  sprat ;  the  catching 
even  of  a  fish  of  this  size,  generally  a  dirty  little 
sewage  fed  bream,  is  an  event  in  these)  men's 
lives.  I  once,  indeed,  attracted  by  an  unusual 
commotion,  found  that  one  of  these  enthusiasts 
had  hooked  a  fish  of  about  fib.  weight,  but  how 
to  land  him  with  a  single  strand  of  fine  gut  up  a 
20ft.  wall  ?  Of  course  the  lucky  individual  was 
by  this  time  surrounded  by  an  admiring  and 
gathering  crowd;  such  an  event  had  not  yet 
happened  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest 
frequenter  of  the  quays.  Advice  was  plentiful; 
one  suggested  a  boat,  another  a  boathook,  tiU  at 
last  the  fish,  losing  patience,  with  one  blow  of  his 
tail  broke  the  gut,  and  thus  solved  the  difiiculty. 

But  to  return  somewhat  nearer  to  the  scene  of 
our  operations.  The  Viennese  go  to  work  in  a 
more  rational  and  matter-of-fact  manner,  for 
instead  of  fishing  from  the  top  of  a  quay  they  sit 
on  rafts  in  the  river,  with  their  bare  legs  dangling 
in  the  water,  smoking  and  eating  bread  and 
cheese.  Their  mode  of  fishing  is  a  kind  of 
ledgering,  and  they  use  hand-lines,  with  fine 
copper  wire  near  the  hook,  which  is  baited  with 
cheese ;  they  catch  good  stores  of  fish,  chiefly 
barbel.  Though  happy  and  contented  enough, 
this  is  not  quite  the  sort  of  thing  to  tempt  the 
fastidious  angler.  It  is  to  the  higher  reaches  of 
the  stream  in  Bayern,  Wurtemburg,  and  Baden 
that  pleasure  and  contentment  to  the  angler's 
mind  should  fiU;  here  flows  the  streaA,  by 
mountain,  valley,  and  forest,  clear  as  crystal,  now 
flowing  over  a  rocky  or  pebbly  bottom,  each 
pebble  visible  and  glistening  at  a  depth  of  7ft.  or 
8ffc.  ;  now  rushing  and  tumbling  over  half-sunken 
and  moss-grown  rocks,  splashing  and  gurgling  like 
a  true  Highland  trout  stream;  then  deepening 
into  dark  sullen  pools,  shaded  by  overhanging 
cliffs,  fit  home  for  the  solitary  and  savage  pike. 

That  a  stream  so  varied  in  its  chai-acter  should 
afford  a  suitable  habitat  for  most  varieties  of 
river  fish  is  natural  enough,  and  these  being,  for 
the  most  part,  as  yet  uninitiated  into  the  wiles  of 
man,  are  still  the  lusty,  bold,  unsophisticated 
fellows  nature  made  them. 

Of  course,  the  extreme  clearness  of  the  water 
makes  fine  tackle  indispensable,  and  a  certain 
amount  of  caution  in  one's  proceedings  must  also 
be  commended,  would  you  enjoy  a  full  measure 
of  success.  From  the  pretty  little  town  of 
Sigmaringer  the  excellent  road  runs  close  along 
the  left  bank  of  the  Danube  towards  its  source. 
The  drive  along  this  road  is  one  of  the  most 
charming  I  know  anywhere  ;  the  scenery  here 
quite  equals,  in  my  estimation,  anything  that  can 
be  seen  along  the  Rhine.  If  the  hill  tops  are  not 
quite  so  frequently  crowned  with  picturesque 
ruins,  still  these  are  by  no  means  wanting,  and 
the  hills  themselves  are  often  higher  than  those 
on  the  Rhine.  The  monotonous  vineyards  are 
here  frequently  replaced  by  grand  forest  growth, 
and  if  the  stream  itself  is  not  so  wide,  its  waters, 
instead  of  the  somewhat  muddy  colour  of  the 
Rhine,  are  of  that  transparency  which  have  given 
the  river  its  name  of  "  Die  blaue  Donau."  At 
Beurch  the  road  leaves  the  Danube  (which  here 
becomes  a  fordable  stream]  by  a  wonderous  old 
wooden  bridge,  the  only  one  for  many  miles. 
Here  I  made  a  halt,  the  only  building,  besides  the 
small  but  fairly  comfortable  inn,  being  an  almost 
deserted  monastery,  whose  bells,  sounding  the 
matins,  vespers,  and  aves,  alone  broke  the  stillness 
of  the  forest  air.    No  other  house  for  mUes. 

Leaning  out  of  the  queer  windows  of  the  old 
black  bridge  it  was  easy  and  pleasant  to  watch  the 
shoals  of  fish  swimming  up  and  down  the  stream, 
with  the  rays  of  sunshine  penetrating  to  the 


coolest  depths  of  water  below.  Walking  up  the 
stream,  too,  one  could  see  here  the  barbel 
marshalled  together  as  in  battle  array,  and  there 
a  small  army  of  roach ;  while  further  on,  where 
the  water  runs  swiftly  between  two  blocks  of  stone, 
it  is  easy  to  descry  the  spotted  back  and  sides 
of  a  trout  of  sufficient  size  to  stir  the  pulses 
of  even  Thames  trout  fishers.  Of  course  little 
could  be  done  with  the  fly  till  towards  evening, 
when  the  trout  took  the  fly  well  in  the  streams. 
I  tried  my  hand  at  the  barbel,  but  could  get  never 
a  one.  The  roach  were  good  sized  fellows,  some 
close  upon  21b.,  and  would,  strange  to  say,  only 
take  well  in  the  middle  part  of  the  day,  when  1 
caught  a  great  number  by  "  stalking  "  them,  i.e., 
creeping  up  stream,  along  the  bank,  well  out  of 
sight,  and  treading  as  softly  as  an  Indian,  till  I 
beheld  some  great  fellow  lying  under  the  shadow 
of  the  bank  ;  if  a  clear  worm  was  then  dropped 
gently  in  front  of  him  he  rarely  refused  him.  A 
landing  net  was  not  required.  A  firm,  sudden 
grip  just  behind  the  gill  covers  soon  transferred 
him  to  my  basket. 

Many  of  the  tributary  streams  here  are  much 
fuller  of  trout  than  the  river  itself,  but  they  are 
all  strictly  preserved,  though  not  for  sporting 
purposes. 

The  Danube  itself  is  preserved,  but  it  is  not 
difficult  to  get  permission  from  the  riparian 
owners,  who  look  upon  a  rod  and  line  with  great 
contempt,  as  a  kind  of  toy  not  to  be  seriously 
regarded.  They  themselves  do  not  confine  their 
operations  to  netting;  the  trimmer  isweU  known, 
and  a  kind  of  water-bailiff  I  met  was  in  the  habit 
of  spearing  the  great  trout  as  they  lay  under  the 
bank.  But  my  most  remarkable  experience  of 
foreign  ideas  of  sport  I  gained  from  a  German 
gentleman  staying  for  a  few  days  at  the  inn, 
who  told  me  that  he  frequently  shot  not  only 
pike,  but  trout,  with  a  shot  gun,  but  also  that  the 
best  sport  of  all  was  to  explode  a  dynamite  cart- 
ridge at  the  bottom  of  the  water,  which  killed  the 
fish  for  many  hundreds  of  feet  either  way,  when, 
said  he,  you  can  go  in  a  boat  and  pick  up  as  many 
as  you  please.  In  spite  of  my  remonstrances,  he 
actually  walked  over  to  the  nearest  village  to  get 
permission  from  the  mayor  to  repeat  this  outrage  ; 
but  that  functionary  being  fortunately  absent, 
this  "  sportsman  "  had  to  return  without  it. 

Pike  are  numerous  hereabouts,  and  there  are 
many  capital  places  for  spinning,  weeds  being 
nowhere  very  plentiful.  There  are  also  some  fine 
perch  here,  and  the  clearness  of  the  water  enabled 
me  to  notice  that  the  biggest  specimens  were 
generally  by  themselves.  Perhaps  the  pleasantest 
part  of  the  day,  next  to  the  morning  swim  in  the 
cool,  limped  water,  was  the  evening  stroll  along 
the  stream,  fly-rod  in  hand,  and  to  see  the  deer 
come  down  to  the  waterside  to  drink,  and  to 
return  through  the  road  in  the  forest  when 
evening  had  deepened  into  night.  On  the  last  day 
of  our  stay,  returning  through  the  forest  at  dusk, 
we  heard  the  faint  tinkling  of  a  bell,  just  loud 
enough  to  heighten  the  stillness  all  around,  and 
presently  a  bright  light,  like  a  glow-worm,  came 
shining  through  the  trees. 

We  halted,  the  light  came  nearer  and  nearer ; 
we  saw  two  figm-es  robed  in  white,  which 
presently  resolved  themselves  into  the  Prior  of 
the  monastery,  accompanied  by  an  acolyte,  and 
bearing  the  host,  as  we  aftemards  leamt,  to  a  hut 
in  the  forest,  where  a  woodman  had  been  injured 
by  a  falling  tree.  We  slipped  back  from  the 
path,  and  they  saw  us  not,  but  walked  on  steadily 
and  solemnly,  as  though  the  eyes  of  thousands 
were  upon  them,  the  tinkling  of  the  acolyte's 
little  bell  only  breaking  the  stillness  of  the  forest. 
I  have  seen  many  a  grand  Roman  procession,  but 
none  have  impressed  me  like  the  scene  of 
venerable  priest  and  faithful  acolyte,  reverently 
bearing  through  the  dai-kness  of  the  forest  the 
last  consolation  of  his  religion  to  the  dying 
woodcutter.  Sans  Souci. 


RE-OPENING  NOTES. 


Whatever  may  have  kept  us  anglers  from  the 
waterside  dui'ing  Api-il  and  May,  when  mid- June 
an-ives,  and  the  law,  both  written  and  unwritten, 
gives  us  sanction  to  indulge  in  general  fishing,  as 
distinct  from  the  exclusive  pvu-suit  of  trout  and 
salmon,  we  who  have  spent  the  greater  part  of 
our  existence  under  the  gentle,  yet  powerful, 
spell  of  the  rod,  feel  in-esistibly  impelled  to 
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collect  our  angling  gear  and  get  out  somewhere 
in  tlie  open  country, 

By  shallow  rivers,  to  whose  falla 
Melodious  birds  sing  madrigals. 
And  if  mid-June  be  but  true  to  accepted  mid- 
summer tradition  with  regard  to  temperature,  and 
no  modern  prophets  have  meddled  and  muddled  the 
established  business  arrangements  of  the  clerk  of 
the  weather,  the  "  shallow  rivers,"  or,  at  any  rate, 
the  shallow  portions  of  rivers,  with  a  good  moving 
current,  will,  on  the  whole,  afford  us  the  best 
chances  of  sport. 

But  although  flaming  June  would  appear  to 
the  uninitiated  to  be  one  of  the  very  best  of 
angling  months,  when  one  considers  the  few 
classes  of  fish  which  are  tit  to  be  taken  when  the 
glorious  16th  arrives,  and  during  the  ensuing 
fortnight,  its  range  of  sport  is  really  more 
restricted  than  that  of  any  of  the  six  months  that 
follow.  And  it  is  only  just  to  credit  good 
sportsmen  with  distaste  for  mere  slaughter  of 
weak,  rough  scaled  roach,  slimy,  razor-backed 
bream,  or  weakly  barbel,  that  have  not  well 
mended  themselves  after  spawning,  or  tench  and 
carp  just  ready  to  commence  that  important 
function,  which  is  the  condition  of  many  of  the 
classes  of  fish  named  when  the  law  tells  us  we 
may  take  them,  the  law,  of  com-se,  taking  no 
account  of  backwardness  of  season,  which  may 
have  converted  "spring,  gentle  spring,"  by  the 
calendar,  into  sharp  Christmastide  by  the 
temperatm-e,  and  so  have  retarded  the  domestic 
arrangements  of  some  of  the  most  popular  fish. 

The  fish,  then,  that  are  fair  game  for  fair 
sportsmen  by  the  16th  are  trout — which  need  no 
balmy  atmosphere  for  purposes  of  multiplication 
and  recovery — dace,  and  chub.  These  three  fish 
will  be  found  in  much  the  same  character  of 
water ;  and  the  occasional  June  perch  that  will 
take  one's  dace  or  chub  bait,  or  the  minnow 
intended  for  trout,  will  generally  be  found  in 
takeable  trim,  if  not  quite  so  firm  and  bright  as  he 
would  be  in  September. 

Now,  as  to  where  to  go.  Natm-ally,  the  fancy 
of  most  London  anglers  travels  Thamesward; 
and  that  fancy  may  be  indulged  with  reasonable 
hope  of  success  if  a  punt  and  attendant  can  be 
hired,  and  access  thereby  gained  to  the  near 
neighbourhood  of  weirs,  and  the  swiftly  running 
waters  adjoining  them.  The  other  portions  of 
our  grand  old  river  during  summer  are  far  too 
well  appreciated  by  holiday  makers  in  boats  and 
steam-launches  to  afford  much  chance  of  enjoy- 
ment to  those  who  study  to  be  quiet  and  go 
angling. 

In  a  lesser  degree  the  lower  reaches  of  Izaak 
Walton's  favourite  stream,  the  Lea,  are  similarly 
patronised  on  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  Mondays 
in  the  summer  by  non-angling  pleasure  seekers, 
of  whom  it  cannot  be  said  that  they  take  their 
pleasui-es  sadly — to  themselves. 

In  spite  of  this  warning,  it  may  be  safely  stated 
that,  on  the  particular  days  of  the  week  men- 
tioned, anglers  will  book  in  much  the  same 
round  numbers  as  of  yore  to  all  the  stations  of 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway  that  touch  the  Lea ; 
and  most  of  those  faithful  enthusiasts  will,  until 
the  general  excursion  season  ceases,  bring  home 
far  less  weight  of  fish  than  they  take  to  the  water- 
side as  ground-bait.  Some  scoffer,  perhaps,  here 
desires  to  know  what  there  is  unusual  about  that ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  your  true  Lea  angler 
uses  far  less  ground-bait  than  does  any  other 
class  of  coarse  fisherman ;  while  the  Lea  yet 
holds,  and  occasionally  yields  up  to  its  devotees, 
really  magnificent  fish.  Now,  at  any  rate,  would 
be  a  good  time  for  a  sight  of  some  of  those  Lea 
fish,  if  not  for  catching  them.  The  Lea  is  not  a 
good  summer  river;  nor,  indeed,  an  autumn  or 
winter  one  either,  for  those  who  will  not  study  its 
peculiarities.  Its  navigable  poi-tions  are  mostly 
sluggish,  therefore  the  parts  most  promising  for 
June  sport  are,  starting  at  the  lower  end  of  its 
course  and  working  upward,  the  backwaters  at 
the  Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham,  for  a  few  good  dace 
with  fly,  caddis,  or  gentle,  and  an  odd  chub  or  so. 
The  same  sort  of  fish,  with  trout,  occasionally 
very  large,  are  to  be  found  at  Broxbourne  Weir, 
within  the  fishery  of  the  famous  Crown  ;  Dobb's 
Weir,  Hoddesdon;  and  in  the  sharper  moving 
waters  of  Rye  House,  St.  Margaret's,  Ware,  and 
Hertford ;  at  the  two  last  named  places  the  dace 
are  very  fine,  and  the  trout  more  numerous. 

The  backwaters  of  the  pretty  Lea  tributary, 
the  Stort,  at  Roydon,  Harlow,  and  Sawbridge- 


worth,  are  likely  finds  for  dace  and  chub ;  while 
the  trout,  although  not  numerous,  are  of  good 
size. 

Choosing  at  random  from  among  the  multitude 
of  good  angling  places  in  Essex,  Norfolk,  and 
Suffolk,  which  have  been  bi-ought  within  reach  of 
London  anglers  through  the  liberality  and  enter- 
prise of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company, 
and  all  of  which  are  shown  in  the  map  on 
page  442,  together  with  list  of  fares— the  Cam, 
at  Whittlesford  or  Ickleton,  should  yield  good 
sport  to  fly  or  bait  fishers  for  either  dace  or  chub, 
with  a  good  chance  of  a  specimen  well  fitted  for 
a  glass  case.  The  same  classes  of  fish,  and 
perhaps  more  numerous,  are  to  be  found  at 
Brandon,  on  the  Little  Ouse ;  and  at  Barton 
Mills,  IckUngham,  and  Mildenhall,  on  the  Lark, 
excellent  trout,  as  well  as  dace. 

Those  who  have  access  to  the  Colne  from  its 
source  to  its  junction  with  the  Thames  at  Wrays- 
bury,  need  not  wish  for  a  better  water  for  June 
sport  with  dace  and  chub,  while  in  many  parts  of 
its  course  it  will  be  difficult  to  send  a  caddis  or 
gentle  in  search  of  those  fish  and  be  absolutely 
certain  that  a  trout,  and  perhaps  a  good  one,  will 
not  appropriate  the  dainty.  This  in  some  quarters 
is  regarded  with  regret ;  but  the  bottom  fisher  is 
hardly  to  be  blamed  if  dace  and  chub  just  now 
frequent  the  sharp  running  waters  always  favoured 
by  trout.  My  favourite  Sussex  river,  the  Western 
Rother,  at  Selham,  is,  perhaps,  as  good  a  place  as 
any  in  the  southern  counties  for  large  dace,  if 
not  for  a  big  bag,  and  immediately  below  Selham 
Mill  the  stream  should  now  be  about  the  correct 
pace. 

In  addition  to  the  varied  and  high-class  bill  of 
fare  in  the  shape  of  artificial  flies  now  obtainable 
from  so  many  excellent  makers,  the  best  lures  for 
the  fish  selected  for  June  sport  are  caddis  (which 
some  London  tackle  makers  now  sell),  gentles, 


....  1^ 


after  should  be  tested,  and  hooks  that  have  been 
used,  however  good  looking,  discarded. 

A   fine,   undrawn    gut    line,  with  a  drawn  i 
length  for  the  hook,  both  stained  brown  or  dull 
green,  the  hook  a  No.  8  or  9  crystal,  with  a  plain 
quill  float  carrying  about  sixteen  No.  6  shot,  form 
a  good  serviceable  tackle  for  the  fishing  described. 

Of  late  I  have  taken  a  great  fancy  to  a  Notting- 
ham rod  and  running  line,  and  find  in  them  a 
very  comfortable  means  of  fishing  swims  that  run 
close  in  for  a  long  distance  ;  while  the  feeling  of 
security  impai-ted  when  an  extra  good  fish  is 
hooked,  is  a  great  point  in  its  favour.  Still,  there 
are  people  who  think  they  are  not  really  fishing 
unless  with  a  long  roach  pole  and  tight  line  ;  and 
to  a  large  extent  I  sympathise  with  them,  and, 
indeed,  often  enough  revert  to  my  Sowerbutt's 
with  all  the  ardour,  and  some  of  the  success,  of 
earlier  days. 

At  any  rate,  the  few  words  of  advice  here  sub- 
mitted will  be  as  applicable  to  long  pole  work  as 
to  any.  But  no  matter  what  style  they  may 
pursue,  may  the  opening  of  the  general  angling 
season  bring  tight  lines  and  pleasant  times  to  all 
good  anglers.  Clate  Kenwal. 


THE   LARGEST    OF    ALL  FRESH- 
WATER FISH 

Is    the    Oystes    macquariensis    an  Australian 
perch,  which  the  late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland  was 
"  convinced  would  do  well  in  this  country,"  and 
"  that  rivers  which  refuse  to  carry  salmon  (and,  I 
may  add,  trout),  such  as  the  Huntingdonshire 
Ouse,  the  Norfolk  Tare,  &c.,  would  be  favourable  i 
to  the  above-named  fish,  which  is  essentially  one  t 
of  fresh  waters.   On  May  21, 1864,  a  small  consign-  1 
ment  of  them  (of  course  small  specimens  from 
2in.  to  2iin.  long)  arrived  alive  at  the  London 
Docks  by  the  ss.  Lincolnshire ;  but  a  previous  lot 
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An  Australian  Peech. 


and,  for  coloured  water,  tail  of  lob  worm.  For 
success  with  either  of  these  baits  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  they  should  be  very  frequently 
renewed,  for  life  is  their  chief  attraction,  and 
anglers  who  will  not  take  trouble  in  such  par- 
ticulars court  and  deserve  failure. 

I  have  not  found  ground-bait  necessary  or 
advantageous  when  using  caddis  on  the  hook. 
Caddis  are  such  natural  and  attractive  bait  that 
the  fish  need  no  coaxing  to  take  them  when  placed 
within  their  reach. 

Good  liver  gentles,  such  as  the  Sheffield  anglers 
favour,  as  hook  baits,  with  smaller  gentles  in  good 
quantities  for  ground- bait,  form  an  almost 
irresistible  combination  in  warm  weather.  The 
bright  tail  of  a  lob  worm,  too,  in  coloured  water, 
with  portions  of  the  same  worms  cast  into  the 
swim,  are  as  likely  as  anything  to  bring  the  much 
desired  arch  to  the  top  of  the  rod. 

Much  depends  on  using  just  sufficient  ground- 
bait  at  a  time ;  on  putting  it  in  at  the  exact  spot, 
neither  too  far  upstream  nor  too  low  down,  and 
just  that  distance  out  that  can  be  easily  covered 
by  the  baited  hook  in  the  swim  down. 

If  the  gentles  for  ground-bait  be  placed  in  sand, 
and  taken  out  by  a  small  tin  for  each  casting  in, 
the  mixture  of  a  little  gum  water  to  the  sand  will 
be  found  to  give  the  requisite  cohesiveness  to 
ensure  accuracy  of  aim,  very  different  in  that 
respect  to  a  tinful  or  handful  of  loose  sand  or 
maggots,  which  may  be  blown  by  a  strong  wind 
far  away  from  the  desired  spot.  I  have  little  faith 
in  bread  and  bran  as  ground-bait  so  early  in  the 
season. 

Fine,  strong,  and  sound  gut  lines  and  hooks, 
and  as  light  floats  as  possible  for  the  current,  are 
very  essential.  Here,  again,  carelessness  or  false 
economy  are  sure  forerunners  of  failure.  Last 
year's  gut  lines  that  have  not  been  well  looked 


of  130,  which  were  caught  in  the  Murray  river, 
Australia,  and  conveyed  from  Melbourne  in  a 
50-gallon  cask,  slung  on  "  gimbals,"  died  on  the 
voyage  from  want  of  an  adequate  supply  of 
fresh  water.  The  specimen,  of  which  we  give  an 
illustration,  weighed  131b.,  was  30in.  long  by 
22Jin.  girth ;  the  2ft.  rule  and  4iin.  Nottingham 
reel  alongside  of  it  will  enable  a  comparison  to  be 
formed  of  the  fish's  dimensions.  It  was  captured 
in  the  Murrumbidgee  river,  400  miles  from 
Sydney,  conveyed  there  frozen,  and  thence  to 
London  (15,000  miles),  by  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Shore, 
in  a  refrigerator  of  the  ss.  WarrigaU.  The 
spinous  formation  of  the  dorsal  and  sub-dorsal 
fins;  the  positions  of  the  pectoral  and  ventral 
fins,  and  the  angular  shape  of  the  gill-covers, 
prove  G.  macquariensis  to  be  members  of  the 
Percidx  family.  They  grow  to  over  1001b. 
weight,  occasional  specimens  from  1201b.  to 
1301b.  have  been  caught ;  thus  it  excels  in  size 
even  the  "  mahseer,"  another  gigantic  fresh-water 
fish,  which  is  a  species  of  bai-bel  peculiar  to  India. 

The  fish  I  have  had  photographed  was  brought 
me  by  my  son,  a  fortnight  since,  from  Australia, 
and  proved  excellent  eating. 

We  tried  it  cooked  three  ways,  viz.,  baked  with 
savoury  stuffing,  fried  in  fillets,  and  boiled,  with 
sauce  of  parsley  and  butter ;  it  was  better  than 
good  mullet. 

The  upper  and  lower  jaws  of  these  fish  are 
armed  with  large  and  shai'p  teeth,  which  in  big 
specimens  are  so  formidable  that  they  would 
amputate  the  angler's  fingers  if  he  incautiously 
placed  them  in  the  fish's  mouth.  Gystes 
macquariensis  have  been  introduced  into  Lake 
George,  Lake  Bathurst,  and  other  inland  waters 
near  Sydney,  where  they  thrive  remarkably  well, 
becoming  immense  fish,  and  exceedingly  fat.  The 
supply  for  the  Melbourne  and  Adelaide  markets 
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is  obtained  from  the  Mun-ay  and  the  Murrum- 
bidgee  rivers,  and  their  tributaries,  being  sent  by 
rail  from  Wagga-Wagga.  They  are  considered 
the  best  of  Australian  fish,  and  the  market  price 
is  from  7d.  to  6d.  per  lb.      Alfred  Jardink. 


THE  BERGEN  INTEBNATIONAL 
FISHERIES  EXHIBITION,  1898. 


This  exhibition,  of  which  we  had  a  notice  in 
our  issue  of  May  28,  was  formally  opened  by 
the  Crown  Prince  of  Norway,  but  can  only  be 
said  to  have  been  completed  within  the  last  week 
or  so. 

We  here  give  a  general  view  of  the  exhibition 
and  the  grounds,  situated  in  Nygaardsparken, 
the  fashionable  suburb  of  the  city  of  Bergen.  In 
the  background  towers  a  lofty  mountain,  the 
Lovstakhen,  1400ft.  high,  and  between  it  and  the 
exhibition  grounds  winds  an  arm  of  the  sea,  called 
Puddef  jorden,  so  that  the  situation  of  the  exhibi- 
tion is  at  once  both  a  pleasant  and  romantic  one. 

Beside  Norway,  the  following  foreign  countries 
are  represented  at  the  exhibition  -.  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Finland,  Germany,  England,  Italy, 
Spain,  Belgium,  France,  Russia,  America,  and 
Japan. 

Later  on  we  hope  to  return  to  a  description  of 
the  various  exhibits  of  interest  to  English  fisher- 
men and  anglers. 

The  exhibition  promises,  on  the  whole,  to  be  a 
most  interesting  one,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  very 
largely  visited  by  the  large  number  of  English 
tourists  who  visit  Norway  on  their  hoUday  trips 
this  year. 

In  connection  with  the  exhibition  an  eight  days' 
musical  festival,  under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  Edvard 
Grieg,  the  celebrated  Nonvegian  composer,  will  be 
held,  from  June  26  to  July  3,  in  a  large  haU 
specially  built  for  the  occasion.  Only  works  by 
Norwegian  composers  wiU  be  performed,  most  of 
the  composers  conducting  their  own  works. 


MAY  FLY  ON  THE  LOWER  TEST. 


The  May  Fly  season  on  the  Lower  Test  has,  so 
far,  been  fairly  satisfactory.  The  rough  weather 
at  the  commencement  of  last  week  sadly 
interfered  with  sport,  but  since  then  the  weather 
has  been  all  that  could  be  wished.  There  has 
been  a  nice  show  of  fly  every  day  in  the  Mottis- 
font  and  Kimbridge  districts,  and  fish  have  taken 
it  well.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  made, 
including  one  of  five  trout,  151b. ;  five,  of  141b. ; 
eight,  of  181b.  A  great  many  good  grayling 
(which,  on  account  of  their  abundance  in  this 
part  of  the  Test,  have  to  be  killed  somewhat 
early)  have  been  taken.  The  fly  is  still  fairly  on, 
and  will  probably  last  on  and  off  for  four  or  five 
days  more.    Elegy. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  MAINE  LAKES. 

{Continued  from  page  411.) 

By  Charles  W.  Stevens. 
I  AM  particular  in  this  description,  proposing  to 
draw  slightly  upon  your  imagination  in  what 
follows.  I  kaew  very  well  what  Charlie  would  say 
when  I  told  him  of  my  misfortune  :  "  It's  a  gi-eat 
wonder  that  you  did  not  tumble  over  with  them," 
or  some  such  encouraging  remark  ;  so  that  I  was 
in  no  particular  huny  to  make  known  my  loss, 
but  stood  gazing  at  the  white  crested  waves,  over 
which  they  were  being  borne  to  the  somewhat 
more  quiet  waters  farther  on.  As  I  lingered  I 
imagined  a  dozen  or  two  fine,  handsome  trout 
lying  in  the  unfished  stream — tempted  by  the 
unwonted  attraction — rising  for  their  prey  and 
hooking  themselves ;  and  how  they  would  look  to 
each  other  as  they  went  around  comparing  notes, 
with  6in.  of  snell  hanging  from  their  mouths ; 
they  might  tickle  each  other's  noses,  perhaps.  I 
had  really  begun  to  pity  the  poor  fellows,  when 
the  thought  of  it  brought  an  anecdote  to  my  mind, 
which  I  had  come  across  somewhere,  and  I 
laughed  outright.  Let  me  tell  it,  and,  if  my 
readers  fail  to  see  the  connecting  link,  study 
Darwin,  for  my  little  incident  relates  to  a  "  tale." 
"  A  superintendent  of  a  certain  Sunday  school,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  '  Hub,'  was  speaking  to  the 
scholars  at  the  close  of  the  exercises  of  the  lesson 
for  the  day,  which  was  the  story  of  the  Israelite§ 


making  bricks  with  straw.  As  he  came  to  the 
oppression  of  Pharaoh,  in  demanding  the  same 
tale  of  bricks  when  no  straw  was  supplied  as 
''etore,  he  asked  the  question  of  the  scholars- 
'  What  18  meant  by  the  tale  of  bricks  ?  '  At  once 
a  bright  Uttle  feUow  held  up  his  hand,  and 
answered :  '  A  piece  of  straw  sticking  out  at  the 
end  of  a  brick !  "' 

Returning  to  camp,  I  told  the  story  of  my  loss  • 
as  was  expected,  only  smiles  and  ridicule  for  my 
carelessness  from  those  to  whom  I  naturaUy 
should  have  looked  for  sympathy.  Om-  guides 
only  showed  sorrow  for  my  misfortune,  and 
would  have  swam  the  stream  in  undress  uniform 
bad  there  been  a  forlorn  hope  of  a  recovery 
h&ter,  however,  Charlie  came  round,  and  com- 
promised the  matter  by  oifering  me  the  use  of  his 
fly- book  Not  having  had  any  luck  himself 
during  the  day,  he  decUned  going  to  Trout  Cove 
in  the  afternoon ;  but  as  towards  sundown  a  little 
.  breeze  sprang  up,  I  determined  to  try  it  again,  as 
the  time  for  our  leaving  camp  was  fast 
approaching  "What  do  you  think  of  the 
prospect;'  I  asked  my  guide,  as  we  trudged 
along  over  the  familiar  path. 

"It's  my  notion  that  they'll  rise  to-night;  the 
wind  s  got  round  to  the  south'ard,  and  there'll  be 
just  a  good  ripple.  I'm  thinking  Mr.  B.  will 
wish  t  he  d  come  along." 

"Don't  you  think  you  had  better  whistle  to 
keep  my  courage  up  ?  Still,  the  trout  are  there, 
and  they  must  be  getting  hungry." 

"  Well,  it  won't  take  us  long  to  find  out,  Mr 
bteyens " ;  this  last  remark  was  made  as  he 
pushed  the  boat  off  from  her  moorings,  and 
sprang  into  her. 

Our  fishing  grounds  were  but  a  few  minutes 
puu  trom  the  shore,  and  we  were  soon  at  anchor 
and  ready  to  receive  visitors.  I  had  changed  my 
casts  several  times  during  the  day,  and  now  had 
a  casting  line  with  a  couple  of  nondescript  flies, 
which  I  had  found  in  my  old  book  as  it  was  left 
from  the  year  before. 

"There's  a  swirl,"  said  Cutting,  as  he  points 
over  my  left  shoulder;  "and  there's  another,  and 
no  fool  of  a  fish. ' 

"  Hadn't  we  better  get  to  work  ?  " 
lea^t™^^         ^  encouraging,  to  say  the 

"  Ah,  there's  another  ! "  "  Yes,  and  we'll  send 
him  an  invitation."  I  cast  quite  near  to  where 
he  roee,  and  he  responded  immediately.  I  struck 
and  hooked  him,  and  in  a  few  minutes  he  was 
safely  netted.  The  next  cast,  and  two  rose,  one 
ot  which  was  lost;  the  other  weighed  quite  21b. 
we  had  not  been  on  the  ground  more  than  ten 
minutee  before  the  cove  all  around  us  was  literally 
ahve  with  trout,  and  in  twenty  minutes  I  had 

»  w  ^^^^  ^^'^^^  ™      well-room  of  the  boat. 
Wefl  this  keeps  us  pretty  busy.   What  a  pity 
Mr.  B.  didn  t  come  along  !  " 

"  That's  so,  but  we  haven't  got  time  to  go  for 
him  The  sun  s  not  more  than  haK  an  hour 
high. 

■  This  slight  conversation  occurred  while  I  was 
putting  on  a  couple  of  fresh  flies,  for  by  this  time 
^e  old  ones  had  got  to  looking  a  little  frayed. 
Not  more  than  25ft.  of  line  had  I  got  out  before 
a  parting  of  the  waters,  a  rush,  and  a  most  noble 
fash  broke  the  water,  taking  my  tail  fly  as  he 
went  down.  He  hooked  himself  firmly.  Down 
went  the  butt,  and  down  went  Sir  Trout  to  the 
bottom,  taking  but  a  few  yards  of  line  from  my 

"  What  do  you  think  of  that?  "  said  I,  turninc^ 
^p^y  gaide.  who  sat  complacently  smoking  his 

"I  think  you  have  got  all  you  want  to  attend 
to  ±01- the  next  half  hour,  that  fish  will  weigh  six 
pounds  if  it  weighs  an  ounce." 

I  knew  he  was  an  old  hero,  but  I  hardly  thought 
him  so  large  as  that.  After  calmly  surveying  the 
situation,  I  tapped  the  butt  of  my  rod  with  my 
finger,  and  he  quickly  responded  with  a  whirl  of 
the  reel.  At  least  70ft.  of  Hne  did  he  take  before 
coming  to  a  halt;  then  he  turned  and  came 
towards  us^^  I  gathering  in  the  slack  as  fast  as 
possible.  Fortunately  he  was  so  well  hooked  that 
1  telt  safe  Now  he  took  several  swift  turns 
around  the  boat  within  20ft.  of  us,  then  off  again 
with  at  least  eighty  before  I  could  check  him. 
ihis  amusement  on  his  part  was  kept  up,  as  mv 
guide  suggested  it  might  be,  for  just  about  half 
an  hour,  when,  as  the  sun  had  sunk  behind  the 
Hills,  and  darkness  was  coming  on,  I  began  to  feel 
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slightly  nervous  and  a  strong  desire  to  see  my 
fash  safely  landed,  and  to  this  intent  I  cautioned 
my  guide  to  be  ready  with  the  net,  as  he  seemed 
<iisposed  to  come  to  terms,  and,  indeed, 
allowed  me  to  reel  him  in  a  very  quiet  and 
sensible  manner.  "  Now  then,  stand  ready  with 
your  net,"  and  the  sure-handed,  quick-sighted 
one,  who  scarce  ever  lost  me  a  fish,  stood  ready 
tor  his  work— when,  with  a  plunge  and  a  rush,  my 
anticipated  trophy  broke  the  water,  turned  over 
on  its  surface,  snapped  the  casting  line,  and 
disappeared  beneath  the  calm  waters  of  Trout 
Cove. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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A  DAY  ON  LOUGH  FEBAGH. 


Lough  Feeagh,  otherwise  called  Treenlaur 
-Lake,  is  a  fine  piece  of  water  in  the  midst  of  the 
Newport  Mountains,  in  Western  Mayo;  it  out- 
flows by   a   short,  rapid  torrent,  or,  rather,  a 
succession  of  falls  into  Lough  Furnace,  which  is 
practically  a  large  land-locked  arm  of  Clew  Bay 
In  Treenlaur,  whither  a  bad  mountain  road  leads 
from  Newport,  there  is  excellent  salmon  and  trout 
fashing.    It  is  private  water,  but  it  has  been  my 
good  fortune  to  enjoy  many  a  good  day  thereon, 
i  he  surrounding  scenery,  as  usual  in  our  western 
fasheries,  is  magnificent ;  three  sides  of  the  lake 
are  inclosed  by  lofty  spurs  of  the  gi-eat  Nephin 
range,  the  lower  slopes  of  which,  reaching  to  the 
water's  edge,  are  purple  with  heather,  and  look  to 
be  ideal  grouse  ground;  the  higher  ranges  are 
wild  and  rugged,  often  capped  with  cloud,  or  seen 
dimly  through  the  driving  mist.    At  the  northern 
end  "  the  big  glen  "  strikes  into  the  midst  of  the 
mountains,  and,  for  all  that  the  squalls  often 
sweep  down  it  with  unpleasant  force,  it  forms  one 
of  those  perfect  bits  which  painters  so  often 
attempt  to  picture,  and  so  seldom  succeed  in 
adequately  representing.    Here,  as  indeed  on 
every  other  water  in  which  I  have  ever  tried  to 
catch  fish,  I  have  had  plenty  of  blank  days— days 
with  never  a  rise  from  morning  till  evening,  days 
made  up  of  "  good  fishing  but  bad  catching."  Such 
days  every  salmon  fisher  can  only  too  well  recall 
for  himself ;  let  me  then  try  to  describe  a  good 
day  on  Lough  Feeagh. 

We  were  staying  at  Westport  in  the  early 
autumn,  and,  the  weather  being  fine  and  water 
low,  had  planned  a  picnic  with  the  ladies  to 
Mun-isk  Abbey,   and  an  ascent  of  the  Reek. 
Towards  sundown,  however,  the  glass  suddenly 
fell ;  the  clouds  gathered  round  a  lurid  sunset,  and 
one  of  those  terrible  Atlantic  storms  of  wind  and 
ram  raged  throughout  the  night.    A  glorious  day 
succeeded  the  wild  night,  but  the  soaking  grass 
made  picnics  out  of  the  question.    But  what  of 
the  salmon  ?    We  knew  they  had  been  lying  in 
scores  at  every  outlet  in  Clew  Bay  waiting  to  go  up, 
and  the  little  river  near  the  house  was  in  raging 
flood.  The  Ballyhip  river,  our  usual  resort,  would 
assuredly  be  untishable,  its  torrent,  the  colour  of 
caje  au  lait  and  the  consistency  of  pea-soup,  would 
be  whirling  down  weeds,  rubbish,  sods  of  turf  and 
dead  chickens  to  the  sea.  A  telegram  to  the  little 
post-town  by  the  river's  mouth  brought  a  reply 
which  confirmed  our  fears  as  to  the  height  of  the 
flood  there;  so  we  decided  to  try  the  lake,  on 
which  we  had  permission  to  fish.    By  the  time  we 
had  done  with  our  eight  o'clock  breakfast  the  car 
was  at  the  door  with  our  tackle  on  board.  We 
had  to  drive  some  eight  Irish  miles,  but  a  good 
mare  soon  put  the  road  behind  us,  and  we  reached 
the  lough  in  fairly  good  time.    Tom  Mullins,  the 
white-haired  old  boatman,  was  "  abroad,"  but  we 
found  his  son   Tony  busy  among  the  potato- 
ridges,  and  with  the  help  of  the  car-driver  and  a 
few  stray  boys  we  launched  the  old  boat,  while  a 
scrobereen  was  sent  in  haste  to  seek  the  old  man. 
By  the  time  our  rods  were  up  and  our  fly  books 
out  he  arrived  smiling,  gave  us  the  top  o'  the 
morning,  shoved  off,  and  we  started  away  up  the 
lake.    It  is  nearly  all  good  ground,  but  the  cream 
of  the  fishing  is  all  down  the  eastern  shore,  and 
thither  we  headed  straight  away,  letting  our  lines 
trail  behind  the  boat.  Before  we  had  gone  100yds., 
a  trout  took  my  fly  as  it  dragged  on  the  water,' 
and  though  he  got  away,  the  fact  pointed  to  the 
prospect  of  a  good  day's  sport.    When  we  got  to 
the  rocky  shore,  the  boys  ceased  puUing  and  let 
the  boat  drift,  broadside  on,  before  the  breeze. 
The  water  was  in  splendid  tune  and  very  lively ; 
the  day  was  bright,  but  with  plenty  of  flying 


clouds  scudding  across  the  sky  before  the 
remnants  of  last  night's  gale.  It  is  astonishing 
how  many  feet  a  mountain  lake  will  rise  in  a 
single  night.  As  we  neared  Welch's  Point— a 
gyand  spit  of  rocks  where  the  salmon  love  to  lie— 
the  big  stone  at  the  end  was  all  but  submerged 
It  was  under  this  very  rock,  by  the  way,  that  I 
hooked  and  killed  my  first  salmon. 

I  ceased  whipping  as  we  came  near,  for  my 
tather  was  fishing  shorewards,  and  I  wanted  to 
see  what  Welch's  Point  would  give  us,  for  if  the 
fash  won  t  rise  here  it  is  a  bad  look-out  for  the 
day  s  sport.    My  father  cast  his  fly  so  that  it  fell 
right  on  to  the  smooth  stone  and  slid  back  into 
the  water.  A  few  seconds  of  breathless  hesitation, 
the  fly,  a  gold-tipped  Claret  with  grouse  wing 
bobbed  m  the  curl,  and  a  salmon  came  up  with  a 
tremendous  rush,  a  dash,  and  a  swirl  that  meant 
business ;  the  rod  bent  to  the  weight,  and  the 
line  spun  with  a  shriek  off  the  reel.    The  fish  was 
mad  with  the  enthusiasm  of  his  first  day  in  the 
fresh  water,  and  the  hook  made  him  madder  still 
He  took  us  far  out  into  the  middle  of  the  lake 
and  back  again.    Then,  after  an  ugly  rush  at  the 
side  of  the  boat,  he  leapt  high  into  the  air  and 
shook  himself,  as  a  salmon  will,  to  get  rid  of  the 
noxious  insect  stuck  in  his  jaw.   Poor  beastie,  he 
made  a  gallant  struggle ;  but  good  tackle  and  an 
experienced  angler  were  against  his  chances,  and 
he  was  safely  landed  at  last.    The  spring-balance 
registered  just  12lb.  of  beautiful,  clean,  silver 
salmon.    He  had  probably  been  in  the  lake  only 
an  hour  or  two  at  the  most.    On  resuming  the 
drift,  my  father  kiUed  a  second  fish  of  8^lb.,  close 
m  shore,  about  haK  an  hour  later.    I  got  three 
rises  of  good  fish,  but  killed  none  of  them ;  one 
lightly  hooked,  I  lost  after  a  minute  or  so;  a 
second  rose  soon  after,  but  his  ambition  vaulted 
so  high  that  he  overleaped  himself,  clean  missed 
™y       a,ii<i,  jumping  high  out  of  water  over  the 
line,  fell  back  with  a  tremendous  splash. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  lake  the  rocky  bank 
gives  place  to  low  ground,  near  to  where  the 
little  river  flows  in.    Here,  under  the  big  glen,  is 
a  sandy  shallow,  stretching  most  of  the  way 
across  the  head  of  the  lake.   A  little  way  out  the 
shallows  suddenly  drop  in  a  sort  of  cliff  into  deep 
water ;  this  cliff'  continues  for  a  considerable 
distance.    If  you  let  your  boat  drift  over  the  edge 
of  the  shoal,  and  cast  out  into  deep  water,  you  are 
sure  to  be  rewarded  by  a  white  trout,  if  there  is 
any  stir  in  the  fish  at  all.    This  is  one  of  the  best 
trout  beats  in  the  lake.    Here  we  had  great 
sport,  pulling  in  between  us  nine  nice  white  trout 
averaging  perhaps  something  under  a  pound,  the 
biggest  scaling  2J:lb.    They  were,  with  one 
exception,  fresh  run,  and  at  any  time  an  Irish  sea 
trout  is  the  gamest  of  British  fishes.    After  a 
while,  though,  things  began  to  slacken,  the  breeze 
lightened,  and  for  an  hour  nothing  moved,  so  we 
landed  on  the  further  shore  to  stretch  our  legs 
and  enjoy  a  bite  and  a  sup.    We  took  up  our 
station  by  a  little  stream,  and  as  we  ate  our 
sandwiches,  gazed  lazily  at  the  beautiful  moun- 
tains.   Every  day  the  light  shows  them  in  some 
new  colouring,  and  every  day  the  prospect  seems 
more  perfect  than  the  last.    To-day  the  hundred 
little  streams  dashing  down  into  the  lake  were 
swollen  into  torrents  ;  the  wet  rocks  flashed  back 
the  sunlight,  and  the  dark  shadows  of  the  clouds 
showed  a  perfect  contrast  with  the  shimmering 
emerald  of  the  wet  mountain  slopes  on  which  the 
sun  was  streaming  down.  A  thin,  curling  mist  was 
disappearing  from  the  glen,  its  outlying  frag- 
ments clinging  desperately  to  the  mountain  sides 
as  if  reluctant  to  be  driven  from  the  valley.  To 
complete  the  picture,  half  a  dozen  grey  gulls 
wheeled  around  the  centre  of  the  lake. 

Lunch  never  takes  long  if  there  is  any  prospect 
of  sport,  and  we  were  soon  aboard  again ;  but  the 
first  hour  or  so  was  slack,  and  we  only  had  a  few 
trout  rises.    A  freshening  breeze,  however,  came 
up  from  the  south-west  as  the  sun  declined,  and 
things  began  to  get  livelier.    I  caught  a  good 
l^lb.  brown  trout  and  one  more  sea  trout,  so  we 
decided  to  finish  the  day's  work  with  another 
turn  over  the  first  drift.    Here,  after  a  while,  I 
got  my  first  salmon  of  the  day.    He  rose  quietly, 
making  a  deep  curl  in  the  water,  and  only  showing 
enough  of  himself  to  let  us  see  what  he  was,  and 
then  made  helter-skelter  for  a  pile  of  jagged 
rocks.    It  was  all  over  if  he  once  got  the  line 
round  one  of  those  sharp  edges,  so  it  became  a 
case  of  hold  fast  and  puU  while  the  men  rowed  out 
for  all  they  were  worth.    The  tackle  held,  and  we 
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got  him  into  safer  water,  where  his  efforts  pro- 
longed the  fight  for  another  ten  minutes,  till  Tony 
brought  the  net  imder  him  with  a  yell  of  triumph. 
The  darkness  began  to  close  in  rapidly,  so  we 
paddled  for  the  car,  with  three  salmon,  weighing 
121b.,  8^1b.,  and  91b.  respectively,  besides  ten 
white  and  one  brown  trout. 

The  "  atmospheric  conditions  "  of  the  day  had 
been  perfect,  and  the  fish  had  responded.  The 
night's  rain  had  freshened  up  the  water,  and 
brought  up  the  salmon  with  a  rush  from  Furnace ; 
and  a  good  westerly  breeze  had  blown  nearly  all 
day.  Some  of  the  best  baskets  I  have  aided  to 
get  in  Treenlaur  were  compiled  during  a  gale  so 
strong  that  the  boat  was  almost  iinmanageable, 
when  the  only  method  of  "  casting  "  was  to  let 
the  wind  take  out  the  line  at  its  will  and  drop  it 
among  the  seething  waves.  On  such  a  day  it  is 
impossible  to  see  one's  fly  or  to  distinguish  a  rise. 
As  a  rule,  you  have  at  least  a  fraction  of  a  second 
in  which  to  collect  your  wits,  but  in  a  gale  you 
must  be  ever  ready,  or  a  broken  top  or  snapped 
cast  will  be  the  resiilt.  If  the.  fates  are  kind 
when  autumn  comes  round  again,  I  hope  once 
more  to  pull  a  salmon  into  the  lumbering  old 
boat  on  Treenlaur.  Glenhest. 


liOOKING  FORWARD,  &c. 

We  are  aU  looking  forward  to  the  opening  day 
of  another  season.  Dm-ing  the  past  year  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  several  clubs  have  determined  to 
stop  fishing  for  gross  weight  prizes,  and  to  give 
prizes  for  none  but  specimen  fish.  Let  us  hope 
that  before  the  close  of  another  season  many 
more  clubs  wiU  adopt  this  sensible  rule. 

Rods,  reels,  lines,  and  tackle  are  being  carefully 
examined  by  thousands  of  anglers  eager  for  the 
fray.  Men  of  all  conditions  are  directing  their 
thoughts  to  one  object,  a  visit  to  some  well  known 
spot  on  river,  broad,  mere,  lake,  pond,  &c.,  for  the 
pxu-pose  of  enjoying  their  favoui-ite  pastime. 

A  host  of  tyros  are  deeply  pondering  what 
wUl  be  the  best  and  most  useful  rods  and  tackle 
to  purchase.  Many  of  the  latter,  from  trusting 
too  much  to  their  own  judgment,  and  despising 
the  advice  of  experts,  often  spend  their  money  at 
third  and  fourth  rate  shops  on  articles  absolutely 
useless  for  the  various  fish  they  wish  to  catch. 
It  is  no  use  saying  that  they  do  not,  for  I  know 
to  the  contrary.  One  may  frequently  see  them 
using  a  rod  for  roach  and  dace  that  would  be  more 
suitable  for  big  eels  and  jack. 

Two  years  ago  a  London  club  angler  was  con- 
tinually complaining  to  me  that  he  could  catch 
nothing.  "  When  I  do  get  a  bite  I  cannot  hit 
'em,"  said  he.  At  last  I  went  with  him  one  day 
down  Selham  way,  and  I  never  saw  such  a  turn 
out  in  my  life.  Old  brass  reels,  thick  lines,  short, 
thick,  stumpy,  heavy  rods,  and  coarse  tackle. 

I  said,  "  I  wonder  you  are  not  ashamed  to  be 
seen  using  such  tackle.  How  on  earth  can  you 
expect  to  catch  fish  ?  "  Now  he  is  just  as  par- 
ticular, and  has  taken  several  prizes  within  the 
past  year,  amongst  others  a  first  on  one  occasion, 
and  a  second  on  another. 

I  have  frequently  seen  a  Jcnowing  angler 
"  pegging  "  in  a  gentle  stream  with  a  cork  float, 
weight,  and  line  heavy  enough  for  a  4ft.  barbel 
swim.  He  was  very  happy  poor  fellow.  When 
I  have  seen  experts  miss  at  least  one  dace  out  of 
three  with  a  goosequiU  float,  tackle,  and  very  fine 
line  admirably  suited  to  the  gentle  current,  how 
could  a  novice  expect  to  succeed  with  such  tackle  ? 
So  long  as  his  bait  was  in  the  water,  that  seemed 
to  satisfy  him.  When  using  a  No.  2  plait,  or 
Derby  twist  line,  and  goosequUl  float  with  four 
or  five  shots,  with,  say,  the  two  lowest  resting  on 
the  bottom,  I  often  strike  fish  from  the  feel. 
I  have  no  doubt  it  is  better  to  strike  at  the  first 
bob  or  twitch  of  the  float,  but  I  am  often  tempted 
to  wait  for  the  nig,  nig  of  a  dace,  and  ignore  the 
action  of  the  float. 

Of  course  this  is  quite  a  matter  of  fancy.  To 
me  there  is  more  sport  in  it.  Some  anglers  will 
tell  one  to  be  sure  and  strike  at  the  least  bob  of 
the  float.  My  contention  is  that,  although  the 
first  nig  of  a  dace  may  be  distinctly  felt  by 
the  angler  at  the  same  time  that  a  bite  is 
indicated  by  the  float,  I  like  to  feel  a  decided 
second  nig  or  twitch  before  the  stroke  comes 
direct  from  the  well-skidded  reel,  i.e.,  when  I 
disregard  the  action  of  the  float.  I  have  seen 
scores  of  anglers — and  good  anglers — miss  their 


fish  when  ledgering  (and  pegging  after  all  is  only 
light  ledgering)  from  the  one  fatal  habit  of 
striking  at  the  first  nig  of  a  fish  (say  a  barbel), 
instead  of  a  draw  or  pull ;  but  whatever  system 
you  choose  to  adopt,  let  the  rod  be  stiff  enough  to 
answer  the  stroke  from  the  point  in  a  moment, 
i.e.,  with  the  point  of  the  rod  upstream  ;  in  short, 
not  an  upward  stroke,  as  in  ordinary  float  fishing. 
There  is  no  time  for  it,  and  it  is  useless  to 
attempt  it.  If  the  rod  used  be  too  whippy  for 
this  style  of  fishing,  one  might  just  as  well  use  a 
fly  rod,  and  have  done  with  it.  The  rod  I  use  is 
one  of  Slater's ;  in  length  about  lift.,  balanced 
handle,  cane  centre,  with  two  tops  of  dark  green- 
heart,  universal  fittings — light,  supple,  and  strong. 
Similar  rods  can  be  ordered  of  Martin,  Seymour- 
street,  N. ;  Carter,  of  Islington  ;  Peek,  Gray's  Inn- 
road,  and  other  London  fii-ms. 

It  is  a  splendid  rod  for  roach,  bream,  dace, 
perch,  tench  especially.  I  have  a  heavier  and 
sti-onger  rod — made  by  Theaker,  of  Nottingham 
— an  excellent  rod  for  chub  or  barbel,  with  a 
shorter  top  for  ledgering,  which  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  use  for  pike  in  an  emergency,  it 
being  able  to  stand  a  heavy  strain. 

The  bait  should  be  held  on  the  bottom  as  lightly 
as  possible,  with  the  lowest  shot  about  loin,  from 
the  hook.  In  very  gentle  streams  three  No.  4 
shots  is  enough ;  in  a  little  heavier,  five  or  six ; 


when  the  cast  has  been  made,  and  the  slack  line- 
carefully  reeled  in,  its  nose  keeps  nicely  out  of 
water.  The  angler  can  have  the  bait  about  18in. 
from  the  lowest  shot,  lying  well  on  the  bottom, 
without  moving.  Do  not  strike  until  the  float  is 
saiUng  well  away  or  goes  under.  Eels,  bream, 
carp,  tench,  roach,  perch,  &c.,  may  be  taken  by 
this  quiet  method. 

If  I  want  to  fish  much  further  out,  in  still, 
quiet,  deeper  water,  I  use  the  shoi't  top  of  the 
stiff,  powerful  Theaker's  rod,  ran  a  No.  2  plait 
line  through  a  bullet  with  a  good  wide  hole,  nip 
a  split  shot  on  the  line  about  2in.  above  the 
loop  of  the  gut  tackle.  If  the  swim  be  free  from 
mud,  weeds,  and  clear,  with  a  hard  bottom,  use 
two  hooks,  and  the  float  can  be  so  arranged  that 
when  the  bullet  rests  on  the  bottom  the  float  stands 
out  of  the  water  about  l^in.  A  single  shot  may 
be  fixed  about  15in.  from  the  lowest  hook.  With 
such  a  rod,  and  bullet  to  match  it,  i.e.,  neither 
too  big  nor  too  little  for  long  casting,  the  desired 
spot  may  be  reached,  even  if  one  has  to  put  the 
float  so  deep  that  it  must  be  wound  chock  up  to 
the  top  ring,  without  losing  power  on  the  float 
with  the  rod-top,  if  I  may  so  speak.  What  I 
mean  is,  the  cast  can  be  made  with  such  a  float 
placed  a  certain  distance  from  the  hook.  A  little 
care  will  soon  show  the  angler  the  distance  on  the 
line  beyond  which  the  float  cannot  be  fixed.  In 


St.  Mart's  Loch  (showing  Eodono  Hotkl)  Yarrow,  Selkirk. 


imtil,  in  rather  fast  streams,  a  corking  weight  is 
required. 

The  float  should  be  from  4in.  deeper  than  the 
water  ia  gentle,  up  to  3ft.  in  fast  streams,  accord- 
ing to  position  of  angler,  force  of  the  current,  &c; 
Using  a  fine  line  with  a  too  whippy  rod  is  bad 
enough,  but  using  a  line  thick  enough  for  pike  (say 
No.  3  plait),  and  a  rod  almost  whippy  enough  for 
fly  fishing,  is  maddening.  I  have  seen  an  angler 
when  using  such  gear  quite  helpless.  The  only 
way  he  could  get  out  his  float  and  tackle  was  to 
grasp  his  rod  with  both  hands,  and,  with  one 
tremendous  swish,  send  it  flying  over  his  head. 
An  angler  by  taking  the  light  lift,  rod  mentioned 
above  in  his  right  hand  immediately  above  the 
reel,  and  drawing  two  lengths  of  line  from  between 
two  rings,  with  his  left  extended  at  full  length  up 
the  rod,  could  cast  a  quill  float,  carrying  four  or 
five  shots,  much  fiirther  out,  with  not  a  tenth  of 
the  exertion,  and  very  little  disturbance. 

Where  possible,  let  the  float  fish  itself.  I  have 
adopted  this  method  in  the  Wey,  Medway,  and 
Witham.  In  the  Witham,  at  Langrick  and  Dog- 
dyke,  &c. ;  in  the  Wey,  at  Byfleet,  above  the  miU 
(where  I  took  two  splendid  bream  very  early  in 
the  morning) ;  in  the  Medway,  at  East  Peckham. 
In  such  very  gentle  streams  as  these  there  is  no 
difficulty.    The  float  must  be  so  adjusted  that 


any  kind  of  casting  this  knowledge  comes 
intuitively.  Anyhow,  an  angler  using  a  S^in. 
centre-pin  reel,  or  even  an  optional  check  reel  (I 
prefer  the  former),  should  have  no  difficulty  in 
covering  from  35yds.  to  40yds.  The  float  I  use  is 
a  turkey  or  swan  quill.  They  go  through  the  air 
easily,  with  the  red  tip  standing  out  like  a  beacon 
in  the  deep  water.  A  lesser  bullet,  lighter  float, 
and  finer  tackle  for  roach,  bream,  tench,  &c.,  can  . 
be  used  in  a  similar  manner  on  the  lighter  rod. 

Old  Angler. 


RODONO  HOTEL,  YARROW, 
SELKIRK. 


The  illustration  here  given  is  from  a  photo 
showing  the  Rodono  Hotel,  St.  Mary's  Loch, 
Yarrow,  Selkirk.  The  fishing  in  this  loch  is  said 
to  be  really  excellent.  Three  years  ago  it  was 
re-stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout.  April,  May, 
and  June  are  believed  to  be  the  best  months  for 
fishing  ;  but  owing  to  the  recent  cold  weather  it 
is  anticipated  that  July  may  also  be  included. 
The  Megget  and  Jarrow,  and  a  mimber  of  smalle? 
rivers,  are  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.. 
The  Rodono  Hotel  is  situated  on  an  eminence 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 


in  COMBINATION 

PROOF 


outside  GABARDINE   ->  both  Fabrics 


inside  WOOL  TWEEDS  3  WEATHERPROOFED  ^  ^-^^ENT. 


I  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
I  HOT  AND  GOLD  WINDS,  WITH 
^  THORNS,  AND  FISH  HOOKS, 


NATORAL  VENTILATION. 


Built  :on  this  plan,  i.e.,  a  wool  foundation,  a  healthful  natural  warmth  is 
maintained,  so  that  the  angler  experiences  in  this  dress  complete  in- 
difference to  weather,  temperature,  or  climate. 


The  neutral  shades  of  Gabardine  \ 
are  pronounced  by  experts  perfect 
for  rendering  the  Sportsman  in- 
visible to  the  quarry. 

The  resistance  which  it  offers  to 
the  insinuating  fish-hook  makes 
Gabardine    indispensable   to  the 
Angler. 

Lightness,  combined  with  great 
weather-resisting  and  hard- 
wearing  qualities,  place  Gabardine 
in  the  forefront  as  a  material  for 
every  kind  of  sport.  • 


"  Rain  stands  on  it  in  beads  like  quicksilver, 
shaken  off  at  the  first  moTement.  We  have  tested 
the  garments  thoroughly." — The  Lancet. 

"All  weathers  are  equalised,  the  body  never 
overheated,  and  chills  and  their  discomforts 
avoided." — The  Fishing  Gazette. 

"There  is  nothing  better  adapted  for  outdoor 
sports  and  exercise." — The  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
Neivs, 

"  Eiains  can  be  defied  without  discomfort  .  .  .  . 
the  ventilating  qualities  of  woollen  fabrics  are 
maintained  intact." — British  Medical  Journal. 


THE  "BURBERRY  " 


SUIT. 

UTMOST  FREEDOM-PERFECT  PROTECTION. 


THE  SLIP=ON  CAPE. 

UTMOST  PROTECTION-PERFECT  FREEDOM. 


"PracticaUy  waterproof,  perfectly  self-ventilating,  impervious  to  thorns  or  fish-hooks,  as  comfortable  in  wear  as  homes^nnsr-Fishing  Gazette. 
"  During  two  or  three  days  fishing  they  kept  out  the  wet,  were  comfortable,  and  did  not  cause  perspiration."— T/te  Field. 


1898  Gabardines  include  many  new  shades,  and  mark  an  important  advance  in  tropical  Airyllght, 
whicin  has  now  strength  and  thorn  resistance  up  to  Summer  standard. 


BURBERRYS 


30.  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  IZ'l 

BASINGSTOKE. 


AND 


in  WEATHEBPBOOF  KIT. 
_     .      ^  of  "Gabardine"  and  "  Urber " 

rSlBntBBS      Combines,  The  Equi-Pede, 

Burberry  Coats,  Ac. 
Qnanlalio^^       Shooting,  Fishing,  Golfing, 
OpcUiallOl^  Polo,  Yaohtlns,    Cycling,  and 
Bacing  Qarments. 
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from  which  visitors  may  obtain  a  bird's-eye  view 
of  Loch  Cran.    Sir  Walter  Scott  said  (or  siing) : 
On  sweet  St.  Mary's  silent  lake  floats  swan  and 
shadow. 

The  route  to  St.  Mary's  is  by  rail  to  Moffat, 
Selkirk,  or  Innerlithen ;  thence  drive. 

It  would  be  well  for  intending  visitors  to  make 
application  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Rodono, 
R.  M.  Chisholm,  before  starting. 


EENVYLE  HOUSE  HOTEL,  CONNE- 
MAEA,  IRELAND. 


Five  miles  from  the  beaten  track  of  tourists, 
some  years  ago  Renvyle  House  (till  then  a  private 
mansion)  was  thrown  open  to  tourists  as  an  hotel 
by  Mrs.  Blake,  and  from  it  excellent  brown  trout 
and  sea  fishing  can  be  had.  One  lake  (opposite 
the  hall  door)  contains  some  very  good  sized  trout, 
but  they  are  not  so  easy  to  take  as  those  in  Lough 
SuUy  (one  and  a  half  miles  distant),  where  the 
trout,  averaging  three  to  the  pound,  give  good 
sport,  and  are  numerous.  The  shooting  and 
fishing  is  the  property  of  the  proprietress,  who 
has  secured  the  rights  of  fishing  and  shooting  on 
the  Renvyle  estate,  a  large  proportion  of  which 
she  has  purchased  from  her  son.  The  sea  coming  up 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Although  many  members  were  away  on  a  May  Fly 
holiday,  there  was  a  good  meeting  of  this  SDciety  on 
Monday,  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  and  when  it  is  stated 
that  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  presided,  it  is  needless  to  add  any- 
thing further  to  show  that  the  gathering  was  of  a  most 
pleasurable  character.  The  experiences  related  of  Whit 
suntide  were,  on  the  whole,  satisfactc  vy,  although  tin 
climatic  conditions  had  been  sadly  against  anglers.  Still, 
every  membsr  had  tiken  fish,  but  no  abnormal  baskets 
were  reported.  Mr.  Bywaters  had  had  trout  from  the 
Lambouru ;  and  Mr.  Harden,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say, 
had  accounted  for  the  demise  of  many  a  lovely  fish.  The 
latter  gentleman,  fishing  at  the  Bricketwood  end  of  the 
society's  water  on  the  Ver,  had  an  unusual  catch.  He 
took  a  handsome  trout,  unlike  the  variety  generally  found 
in  the  stream.  A  slice  was  sent  up  to  the  society  for  the 
inspection  of  the  membei  s.  The  flesh  was  of  a  particularly 
deep  pink  colour,  and  the  opinion  of  the  well-knovra  fish- 
monger, Mr.  Vigo,  went  to  show  that  it  was  a  salmon 
trout  pure  and  simple.  If  this  be  really  so,  the  question 
arises  how  did  it  get  into  the  Ver.'  Dr.  Patterson,  had 
he  been  present,  might  perhaps  have  thrown  some  light 
on  the  matter,  but  the  view  taken  by  those  round 
the  table  _  was  that  it  was  one  of  soae  ttjck 
fish  put  in  by  the  lessor  of  the  adjoining  stretch 
of  the  river.  It  is  ceitiin  that  the  fish  had 
never  exercised  its  well  known  migratory  habits,  as  it 
could  never  have  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  Thames  below 
London  Bridge,  even  had  it  managed  to  get  to  Staines  viA 
the  Colre.  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  descanted  upon  the 
"unsophisticated"  trout  of  Hungerford  and  the  big 
roach  he  had  taken  there  with  the  May  Fly.    Mr.  Fletcher 


Renvyle  House  Hotel,  Letterfkack,  Connemaea,  Co.  Galwat 


to  the  back  entrance  affords  not  only  bathing  in 
the  purest  and  clearest  of  water  of  the  fresh 
Atlantic,  but  enables  sea  fishing  to  be  got  without 
the  trouble  of  a  long  walk  or  drive.  Canoes  (the 
local  boats)-are  easily  to  be  procured  by  ordering 
a  short  time  before  wanted.  As  to  views  and  air, 
they  are  almost  unsurpassable ;  and  to  lovers  of 
golf,  the  links  on  the  beach  may  combine 
recreation  with  pleasiu-e.  Mrs.  Blake,  pro- 
prietress, will  gladly  supply  information  as  to 
terms,  &c. 


MAY  FLY  ON  ITCHEN. 


Mat  Flt  still  on  Itcheu.  We  have  had  a  fine 
lot  this  season,  and  good  spoi-t.  On  Tuesday  the 
fish  took  the  spent  fly  furiously.— R.  B.  M. 


Macpherson's  Fancy.  —  Mr.  Macpherson, 
fishing  tackle  maker,  62,  High-street,  Southampton, 
sends  us,  very  nicely  dressed  on  eyed  hooks 
No.  0,  some  of  a  fancy  fly  called  by  his  name, 
which  he  tells  us  has  been  found  very  killing  by 
his  customers.  It  is  a  fly  we  shall  use  with  great 
confidence,  as  it  will  certainly  kill.  It  is  as  near 
like  our  favovirite  little  Claret  Spinner  as  possible, 
with  a  gold  rib  on  the  quill  body. 


had  creeled  a  brace  of  trout  on  the  Moor  stream,  and  Mr. 
Ward,  at  Thatcham,  had  found  the  May  FJy  aU  over  the 
stit  ion,  in  ths  railway  trucks,  and,  in  fact,  everywhere,  in 
perfect  clouds.  Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  not  placad  any  more 
Thames  trout  to  his  credit,  though  he  took  a  121b.  jack 
while  fronting.  Mr.  E.  McFea  had  a  couple  of  brace  of 
trout  from  the  Kennett  and  some  grayling.  Mr.  Smith 
gave  an  amusing  report  of  his  wanderings  at  Newbury  in 
prose  and  poetry,  dilating  enthusiastically  upon  the 
"verdant  meadows  teeming  with  kingcups  and  mar- 
guerites, and  the  hawthorns  laden  with  their  fragrant 
blossoms."  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  stated  that  his  son— 
the  youngest  member  of  the  society— had  taken  a  trout  of 
21b.  4o2.  on  the  Kennett ;  and  Mr.  B.  M.  Mayes  had  been 
amongst  the  trout  in  the  Newbury  waters,  and  had  also 
grassed  a  number  of  jack  while  wet-fly  fishing.  It  was 
mentioned  that  Dr.  Patterson  was  having  good  sport  on 
private  water.  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  (hon.  sec.)  gave 
an  account  of  a  visit  he  had  made  to  Newbury,  and  spoke 
in  encouraging  terms  of  the  stock  of  fine  trout  in  the  Moor 
strearn.  _  The_  chairman,  of  course,  was  very  happy  in 
chronicling  his  adventures,  from  losing  a  big  trout  at 
Newbury  down  to  catching  specimen  dace  on  the  Ver. 
He  sent  up  one  of  the  Ja'ter,  weighing  over  12oz. 
Several  other  large  dace  had  been  taken  by  Mr.  Rolt  with 
the  May  Fly  on  the  Ver.  The  six  largest  weighed  Sib.  8oz  , 
the  biggest  fish  being  one  of  13oz.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 

FOREiQx  Books  and  pESloiJloAi,s.-Messrs.  Simpson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane.  Loudon, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Bool;s  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  t?icir  Continental  agents  twice  a  weak. 
Catalogue  gratis. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon- 
street  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  June  8,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  Norman  reported  capturing  a  mackerd 
with  lug  bait  at  Newhaven.  Mr.  Canton  reported  the 
capture  of  some  flit  fish  and  weavers,  the  latter  very  fine. 
He  also  reported  that  a  gentleman  had  taken  a  sole 
weighing  IJlb.  The  chairman  reported  that  he  had  bet  n 
fisliag  at  Dungeness,  and  stated  that  he  captured,  one 
day,  nine  score,  and  next  day  eight  score  whiting  and 
dabs,  after  discarding  small  fish  and  weevers,  the  whiting 
about  l-Jlb.  apiece  and  the  largest  dabs  about  lib.  He 
also  said  that  he  spent  next  day  angling  for  flounders  in  a 
fresh-water  pond,  but  only  took  an  eel  of  2ib.  Mr,  Norman 
asked  if  the  epidemic  of  weevers  on  the  south  coast  coald 
be  explained.  The  chairman  reported  that  Dangeness  was 
flooded  with  them,  and  at  Folkestone  they  were  sold  by  the 
ton,  and  Mr.  Canton  said  the  same  held  good  for  Hastings, 
where  they  sold  at  Id.  each.  Mr.  Handley  repotted  thit  he 
had  fished  at  Southend,  and  had  taken  about  three  score 
of  dabs  and  flounders.  Mr.  Lane  showed  some  material 
called  waterproof  Hessian,  and  stated  that  it  was  useful 
for  rod  cases  and  fishing  bags.  Mr.  Browning  reported 
that  he  had  been  fishing  at  Blankenbnrg  with  lug  wortus. 
Fishing  a  long  way  out,  he  and  a  friend  captured  turbot, 
dog  fish,  brill,  and  sole,  taking  about  fifty  to  sixty 
fish,  and  stated  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  li.\-  up 
an  agent  and  tariffs,  with  some  success.  He  gave  the 
pirticnhrs  to  the  hon.  tec.  CTpon  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  sec,  seconded  by  Mr.  Tucker,  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Browning  for  the  trouble  he  had 
taken  iti  the  matter.  The  hon.  sec.  showed  a  copy  of 
Kent's  "  Pocket  Fishing  Register,"  which  might  prove  of 
yalue  to  members  for  recording  their  takes.  An  interest- 
ing discussion  took  place  on  wire  for  fishing  lines,  and  it 
seemed  the  general  opinion  that  though  useful  for  reel 
lines,  it  was  useless  for  tracES.  Mr.  Norman  brought  up 
some  whalebone  ribs,  and  presented  them  to  the  members, 
for  which  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  him.  A  letter 
was  received  from  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke,  stating  that  he  and 
Mr.  Litchfield,  fishing  at  Deal,  had  taken,  in  two  and  a 
half  hours,  nine  score  of  fish,  including  two  dabs,  two 
codling,  and  a  sea  .bream,  bjiting  with  lug  worm,  mussel, 
and  cockle.  "  Mr.  Lane  reported  that  a  certain  society 
proposed  joining  en  Uoc.  The  hon.  sac.  reminded  mem- 
bers that  Mr.  Parker's  paper  on  "  Bottom  Fishing  in  the 
Sea"  would  te  read  on  Wednesday  next,  June  15, 
and  farther  stated  that  new  and  striking  facta  would  be 
brought  before  the  members  and  friends,  and  that  a  new 
and  unique  form  of  tackle  woiiM  be  exhibited,  which  it 
was  stated  would  revolutionise  sea  rod  fishing.  AU 
gentlemeii  interested  in  sea  fishing  would  be  welcomed  on 
this  occasion  by  the  members.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks 
closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patteesox  (Hon.  Sec). 


HATCHA.M  BROTHERS'  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  supper  of  the  above  took  place  on  Thursday, 
Jane  2,  at  the  clabhouse,  Queen,  Victoria,  Pomeroy-street, 
New  Cross,  when  the  msmbeis  and  friends  sat, down  to  an 
excelled  menu,  catered  for  by  the  new  host,  Mr.  W.  Baker, 
whose  health  was  drunk  with  musical  honours  fcr  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  provided  for  the  members' 
comfort.  Mr.  Furnival  presided,  and  Mr.  Bird  occupied 
the  vice-chair,  and  Mr.  Marriott  presided  at  the  piano. 
A_  full  programmed  concert  followed  the  repast,  con- 
tributed to  by  the  following  members  and  angling  friends  : 
Messrs.  T.  Sewell,  J.  Winter,  Arthur  Cole,  P.  Power, 
H.  Payne,  W.  Harmsworlh,  E.  Furnival.  W.  Tarry,  John 
Bird,  W.  G.  Mel'oourne,  and  others,  keeping  up  the 
harmony  until  tlae  smill  hours  of  the  morning.  The 
health  of  the  chairman  was  drunk,  and  a  feeling  referercs 
made  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Tarry,  to  Mr.  Furnivall's 
absence  at  the  last  annual  supper,  and  the  pleasure  of 
having  this  worthy  chairman  with  them  on  this  occasion. 
The  secretary  acknowledged  receipt  of  gift  from  Mr. 
W,  H.  Elsmore,  also  a  prize  for  ensuing  season. 
The  following  members  were  prize  winners  :  Messrs. 
T.  Bailey,  J.  Winter,  S.  Bellchamber,  Mead,  C. 
Norton,  W.  Baker,  T.  Sewell,  a-id  W.  Wells;  and  the 
gross  weight  prizes  -.  Mr.  T.  Bailey,  first ;  Mr.  J.  Winter, 
second;  and  Mr.  S.  Bellchamber,  third.  Letters  of  regret 
for  absence  were  read  from  several  gentlemen.  "N  otes  of 
thanks  were  passed  to  the  visiting  arfisfcs  who  so  ably 
contributed  to  the  pleasure  of  the  evering,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings closed  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  and  "  God  Save 
the  Queen."  W.  Tarry. 


WARRINGTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  above 
association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  'Thursday, 
June  2.  Mr.  J.  Lyon  Whittle  presided,  and  there  was  a 
good  attendance.  Ten  new  membei  s  were  enrolled.  The 
secretary,  Mr.  P.  Knight,  reported  that  the  weed  cutting 
on  the  association's  private  water  at  Mickle  Trafford  had 
been  completed,  and  he  was  pleased  to  be  able  to  inform 
the  committee  that  coasiderable  improvement  had  baen 
eftected  on  the  river,  and  he  hoped  that  this  work  would 
be  continued  whenever  required,  so  as  to  effectually  clear 
the  weeds  away  altogether.  The  best  thanks  of  the 
association  wera  accorded  tD  Mr.  S.  Reynolds,  for  his 
kind  offer  in  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee 
certain  ponds,  to  be  netted  for  stocking  operations  ia  the 
Old  Quay  Canal.  It  was  decided  that  footboards  be 
placed  across  several  ditches  adjoining  the  club  waters. 
The  chairman  then  very  generously  oft'ered  to  the  associa- 
tion 500  of  the  rainbow  trout  fly,  which  he  hatched  in  one 
of  the  glasshouses  in  Bank  Park.  This  offer,  it  is  need- 
less to  say,  was  gratefully  accepted.   Anglers  as  a  body 
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are  always  "  down  "  on  pollution,  and  after  a  discussion 
upon  the  matter,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 
"  That  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  (numbering 
upwards  of  300  members)  hereby  beg  to  express  their 
hearty  appreciation  of  the  active  efforts  of  the  Mersey 
and  Irwell  Joint  Committee  in  their  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  pollution  of  the  rivers  and  streams  within  their 
jurisdiction."  Feed.  J.  Emson. 


NETTING  A  LONDON  PARK  LAKE. 

One  of  the  most  pleasant  of  London's  lungs  under  the 
sway  of  the  London  County  Council  is  Clissold  Park, 
Stoke  Newington,  and  on  my  arrival  there  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  its  wonted  calm  was  replaced  by  a  scene  of 
excitement  among  a  crowd  of  nursemaids  and  their  charges, 
small  boys,  and  the  usually  staid  residents  of  the  locality, 
who  were  intently  watching  the  operations  of  Messrs. 
(Ihurney,  Manning,  Malby,  and  other  energetic  officers  of 
the  Anglers'  Association,  who,  with  the  permission  of  the 
L. CO.,  were  busily  netting  the  lakes  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Lea. 

At  first  I  saw  in  a  bath  but  one  fine  roach  of  IJlb.,  and 
a  few  small  carp,  as  the  result  of  one  draw  of  the  net. 
But  when  the  net,  with  much  care  and  no  little  labour, 
was  again  set,  and  one  of  the  Association's  executive,  aided 
by  one  of  the  park  officials,  took  to  a  punt  and  proceeded 
to  violently  assault  with  long  poles  every  inch  of  the  water 
outside  the  circle  of  the  net,  another  draw  was  skilfully 
made,  and  produced  about  one  hundredweight  of  really 
splendid  roach,  which  were  transferred  at  once  to  carriers 
and  taken  off  to  the  Lea  in  charge  of  Mr.  Manning.  About 
Ooz.  would  be  the  smallest  of  these  fish,  the  general  run  of 
them  appeared  to  be  about  lib. ,  and  several  were  nearer 
21b.,  and  all  were  in  fine  condition  for  the  season. 

Mr.  Ghurney  informed  me  that  this  pirticnlar  haul  was 
the  best  they  had  made  as  regards  quality,  but  that  on  the 
previous  day  about  two  tons  of  good  stock  fish  had  been 
taken  from  the  other  lake  and  safely  placed  in  the  Lea. 

The  Anglers'  Association  are  to  be  much  commended,  the 
Lea  anglers,  who  will  benefit  by  their  work,  congratulated, 
and  the  London  County  Council  very  much  thanked.  I  am 
pleased  to  find  that  much  abused  body  verifying  my 
predictions  in  giving  permission  for  such  netting  when 
properly  approached.  F.  G.  H. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

^g"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Iiower  Thames— General  Eemarks.— We  have 
had  some  days  of  hot  summer  weather,  which  ought  to 
prove  very  favourable  for  the  movement  and  capture  of 
trout ;  but  the  reports  do  not  come  ia  very  quickly,  and 
perhaps  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  very  few 
anglers  come  down  and  try  for  them.  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  at  the  end  of  last  week  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Augustus 
Friokenhaus,  although  it  reminded  me  of  some  very 
pleasant  periods  I  spent  in  his  cheerful  company  on 
the  river  in  the  seventies,  when  he  was  not  only  a  sub- 
scriber to  the  T.A.P.S.,  but  a  member  of  the  committee. 
Amongst  his  associates  as  anglers  at  that  time  were 
Messrs.  F.  C.  Parker,  Edward  Blank,  Augustus  Brown, 
John  Keen,  and  other  well  known  enthusiasts  who  have 
now  gone  to  their  rest.  The  late  Mr.  Frickenhaus  in  his 
day  was  a  great  supporter  of  the  professional  fisherman, 
and  I  can  remember  his  telling  me  that  during  the  twelve 
months  his  fishing  expenses  ran  into  the  three  figures. 
He  has  left  a  widow  to  mourn  his  loss,  who  has  a  name 
well  known  in  the  musical  world,  and  who  has 
acquired  _  a  _  brilliant  reputation  as  a  most  accom- 
plished pianist.  It  was  during  the  time  when  Mr. 
Frickenhaus  was  on  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  a 
London  office  was  first  opened  in  York  Buildings,  Adelphi. 
The  veteran  Willliam  Milbourne,  writing  to  me  on 
Monday,  reports  ;  "Mr.  Gunn,  of  Molesey,  on  Saturday 
last,  took  a  nice  trout  of  5}lb.,  fishing  at  the  weir.  Since 
the  water  has  been  clearing  the  last  few  days,  the  trout 
have  been  showing  well,  but  no  one  comes  to  try  for 
them.  There  is  a  grand  show  of  roach,  barbel,  and  chub, 
which  lookswell  fora  good  angling  season."  I  need  scarcely 
remind  anglers  that  on  Thursday,  June  16,  the  river 
will  be  open  for  the  coarse  fish  anglers  to  commence 
operations.  Itis  very  disappointing  this  morning  (Wednes- 
day) to  find  the  river  reports  are  almost  an  entire  blank, 
as  the  only  return  is  the  creeling  of  a  small  trout  of  2 Jib. 
at  Teddington,  on  Monday,  by  Mr.  Sinibaldi,  a  member  of 
the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society.  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm, 
with  his  fisherman,  Charles  Hone,  of  Staines,  has  been 
mcreasing  his  list  to  the  total  of  twenty  fish,  but  he  does 
not  limit  his  operations  to  the  Lower  Thames.  This  next 
week,  owing  to  Ascot  Eaces,  is  sure  to  be  an  unsettled 
'^f  '°  ,™y  experienoe  there  has  always  been  an  absence 
ot  both  fishermen  and  anglers  from  the  liver.— B. 
^  (Datchet).— Nothing  has  been  done  here  with  the 

trout  lately,  except  one  of  Clb.  I  caught  on  the  31st  ult 
out  with  Mr.  Calvert.  I  was  in  the  old  river  this  morning 
with  a  gentleman  ;  I  saw  three  fish  feeding,  and  others 
leap  clean  out  of  the  water,  a  bad  sign  if  you  expect  to 
catch  them.  The  dredging  don't  seem  to  have  shifted 
them  a  bit.  I  saw  them  where  I  used  to  see  them.  I 
expect  it  will  be  all  right  another  season.  It  is  the  first 
term  since  I  have  lived  in  Datchet  without  having  a  fish 
from  the  old  river;  but  then  you  can't  expect  to  have 
them  if  you  are  not  there.  I  saw  no  end  of  barbel 
jumping  out  of  the  water.— G.  Lumsden. 


  (Windsor  District).— Grand,  balmy  weather 

here  for  trout,  but  very  few  out  for  them,  though  many 
fish  are  reported  playing  about.  The  only  trout  I  can 
hear  of  is  one  of  4lb.,  taken  by  Mr.  Milcham,  of  Englefield 
Green.  This  was  a  perfect  specimen,  and  he  tells  me  even 
the  fins  were  beautifully  marked.  Water,  at  time  of 
writing,  very  clear;  fine  tackle  should  be  used,  unless 
weir  fishing  (spinning),  when  it  is  not  so  necessary.— B.  R. 
Ba:mrridge. 

Ancholme  District.— I  had  an  afternoon  on  a  local 
stream  this  week,  but  only  got  four  fish.  This  water  is 
evidently  depleted  by  over  fishing,  and  no  re-stocking  has 
taken  place  for  three  or  four  years.  Black  Gnats  are  now 
on  in  full  force,  and  are  greedily  taken  by  the  fishes,  but 
the  Hawthorn  fly  is  a  failure  this  season.  Last  year  we 
had  it  in  myriads.  Both  Green  and  Grey  Drakes  are  out 
in  fair  numbers.  Some  rainbow  fry  turned  into  rearing 
ponds  on  May  2  are  now  2in.  long,  i.e.,  in  about  five  weeks 
they  have  caught  up  Leven  and  Fario  fry  released  in 
February  and  March.  The  weather  is  now  summer-like, 
and  the  Ancholme  teeming  with  coarse  fish,  so  prospects 
for  the  16th  are  bright. — Thomas  Foed. 

Darenth.— The  May  Fly  has  accounted  for  some 
good  fish  this  season.  I  saw  one  last  night  which 
bad  just  been  taken  by  a  neighbour  of  mine  (one  of  the 
"  Two  in  Devon  "  in  fact),  and  it  weighed  within  Joz.  of 
2ilh.  This  is  the  best  I've  ever  seen  taken  with  fly  from 
this  river.  On  Saturday  I  had  three  in  all,  two  with  May 
Fly,  only  just  sizeable,  ard  one  with  Olive,  from  Horton 
Kirby,  of  IJlb.,  my  best  this  season.  Prospects  gcod 
if  the  mills  allow.  Last  evening  I  got  a  brace,  lib.  loz., 
on  Wickham. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— There  was  some  fair 
sport  the  latter  days  of  last  week,  but  since  the  heavy 
flcod  of  Monday  fly  fishing  has  been  indulged  in  with  but 
poor  results.  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  had  a  basket  of  twelve  an 
evening  or  so  since,  and  Mr.  F.  Hole  killed  nine.  Mr. 
H.  T.  Distin,  Mr.  E.  Ackrell,  and  Mr.  E.  Distin  have 
been  on  the  river  pretty  frequently,  their  takes  running 
up  to  four  or  five  brace.  The  fish,  however,  are  of  good 
size,  and  in  splendid  condition.  A  number  of  rods  are  on 
the  moorland  waters,  and  some  good  baskets  were  made 
last  week  by  Buckfastleigh  fishermen.  The  most  killing 
flies  are  the  Olive  Dun  and  small  Blue  Upright.— 
Dea'onian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Before  the  heavy  rain  of 
Sunday  night  some  capital  sport  was  obtained  with  trout, 
but  whilst  the  streams  are  getting  into  condition  again 
baskets  are  averaging  somewhat  smaller.  The  best  takes 
have  been  made  in  the  border  streams  (Upper  Tamar,  &c.), 
where  last  week  two  rods,  on  different  days,  got  forty 
and  sixty,  including  a  number  of  good  size.  Other  baskets 
of  over  three  dozen  are  reported  ;  the  Carey,  too,  contains 
some  fine  specimens,  and  fish  have  run  up  to  nearly  f  ib. 
in  these  rivers.  Useful  flies  have  been  the  Alder  and 
Grey  and  Green  Drakes.  The  Avon  is  yielding  some 
capital  sport,  the  waters  under  the  Avon  and  Erne 
Conservators  being  well  stocked  with  good-sized  fish.  On 
the  Dart  things  are  quieter,  although  on  the  moorland 
waters  fishing  is  fairly  brisk.  A  London  gentleman  lillfd 
a  grand  lot  of  trout  (some  over  lib.  in  weight)  in  the  Mid 
Lyd.  The  Taw  and  Torridge  are  suffering  from  the 
spates,  but  recently  Mr.  Jackson  had  a  beauty  of  over  21b. 
Peal  are  running  up,  and  the  present  warm  weather  should 
make  some  good  sport.  Salmon  fi.shing  is  getting  better 
on  several  streams.  A  few  have  been  killed  in  the  Exe, 
Torridge,  Dart,  &c. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  "May  is  up"  and 
sport  has  commenced.  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Christie  have 
done  well  on  the  Birdsgrow  water  with  it,  and  Mr.  F. 
Wilson,  on  the  Don  Dale  length,  took  five  brace  of 
good-sized  trout  on  Wednesday.  Messrs.  Hawkesworth 
bagged,  on  Monday,  a  41b.  and  a  l|lb.  jack,  and  a  lib.  7oz. 
trout,  with  the  Kill  Devil;  and  Mr.  Coxon,  a  31b.  jack 
and  one  and  a  half  brace  of  trout,  each  over  lib.,  from  the 
Hemmon  Brook,  on  Wednesday,  which  forms  part  of  the 
water  of  the  Ashbourne  Fishing  Club.— D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 

We  have  at  last  got  summer  weather,  and  notwithstanding 
recent  heavy  rainfalls  the  rivers  are  again  runniug  clear 
and  bright.  Several  fine  sewin  have  been  taken  on  the 
East  Cleddau,  including  one  3Jlb. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Salmon  fishing  is  past  and  gone 
until  the  autumn.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  never  before 
have  there  been  so  many  fish  killed  with  the  rod  in  the 
spring,  and  many  of  them  heavy  fish.  The  cold  weather 
in  May  was  sadly  against  trout  fishing.  The  Creeper,  the 
great  May  bait  in  the  Eden,  was  only  of  use  for  a  few 
days.  Since  June  came  in  some  good  baskets  have  been 
made  with  clear  water  worm.  Mr.  Pattinson  killed  forty- 
three  and  twenty-one  trout  in  the  association  water ; 
Mr.  C.  Liddle  and  a  friend,  fifty-one  and  twenty-one,  in 
the  Warwick  Hall  water,  with  fly,  I  believe.  Another 
angler  had  over  fifty  trout  at  a  fishing.  The  Stone  Fly 
should  be  doing  well  now,  but  heavy  thunder  showers 
have_ twice  this  week  raised  and  coloured  the  river,  spoil- 
ing it  for  both  day  and  night  fishing.  Sea  trout  are 
running  rather  more  freely,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  a 
single  grilse  being  taken.  They  should  begin  to  show 
soon. — Silver  Grey, 

_  Esk  (Whitby). — Sport  has  much  improved  on  this 
river  during  the  past  week.  The  inclement  weather, 
which  has  proved  so  detrimental  to  remunerative  sport, 
has  disappeared,  and  is.  superseded  by  ideal  angling 
weather.  The  water  is  now  of  good  colour  and  in  fair 
trim  for  angling.  The  catches  to  band  are  :  Mr.  Rhodes, 
twelve  brace;  Mr.  R.  Linton,  six  brace;  Mr.  J. 
Nicholson,  five  and  a  half  brace;  Mr.  Marks,  two  and  a 
half  brace,  one  weighing  21b.  Ooz.  The  majority  of  the 
above  catches  were  effected  with  minnow. — J.  Jacksox. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincolushire,  &c.).— There 
is  •  not  much  to  be  said    for  trout  fishing  this  week. 


Though  well  into  June,  it  is  still  a  disappointing  occupa- 
tion, and  what  few  fish  have  come  to  hand  have  mostly 
been  taken  by  the  maggot  or  worm.  The  close  season  for 
coarse  angling  will  .soon  be  over.  Fish  should  be  fairly 
forward,  but  aquatic  vegetation  is  certainly  backward. 
Anglers  hope  for  the  best. — Limpet. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Boat  anglers  are  now  having 
good  sport  with  pollack,  mackerel,  and  whiting,  and 
some  fine  bream  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week. 
— H. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  best  report  as 
to  fishing  comes  from  the  district  of  Old  Cotes.  There  a 
tributary  of  the  Ryton  has  been  furnishing  fish  up  to  lib. 
each.  One  angler  is  reported  to  have  got  four  and  a  half 
brace.  Several  brace  have  been  noticed  as  taken  from  the 
Idle  about  Bollam.  Worm  has  been  responsible,  and  the 
best  fish  was  nearly  21b.  In  the  upper  waters  sport  has 
tesn  tame.  Drakes  ought  to  be  showing,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  them. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— On  Thursday, 
June  2,  forty  fish,  weighing  291b.  3oz.,  were  scaled.  Mr. 
Craven  killed  seventeen,  weighing  121b.  loz.;  Mr.  R.  L. 
Garnett,  five,  31b.  8oz.  ;  Col.  Doncaster,  four,  21b.  8oz. ; 
Mrs.  Terrell,  two,  lib.  8oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Crowther,  eleven, 
71b.  4oz.  On  Friday,  the  3rd,  seventy  fish,  471b.  3oz,, 
were  weighed.  Mr.  Craven  killed  twenty-three,  141b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Curtler,  nine,  71b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Crowther,  twelve, 
81b.  12oz. ;  Messrs.  Moss  and  Newton,  eleven,  61b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  nine,  71b.  loz.  ;  and  Mr.  Nimmo, 
four,  21b.  Ooz.  The  remaining  baskets  contained  only  one 
or^  two  fish  each.  On  Saturday,  the  4th,  thirty-nine 
fish,  221b.  7oz.,  were  killed.  Mr.  Craven  took  twelve, 
71b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Crowther,  eleven,  61b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Curtler, 
six,  31b.  lOoz. ;  Messrs.  Moss  and  Newton,  five,  21b.  lOoz. ; 
and  Mr.  Davies,  four,  21b.  5oz.  On  Monday,  the  6th, 
sixty  fish,  381b.  lloz.,  were  brought  home.  Mr.  R.  L, 
Garnett  killed  thirteen,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Craven,  four- 
tsen,  81b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Crowther,  twelve,  71b. ;  Messrs. 
Moss  and  Newton,  nine,  61b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Whitaker, 
three,  21b.  loz.;  Mr.  Gunther,  three,  21b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Batchelor,  three,  21b.  7oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Curtler,  two, 
lib.  8oz.  On  Tuesday,  June  7,  sixty-eight  fish,  weighing 
471b.  9oz.,  were  scaled.  Mr.  Moss  killed  tsveiity-two, 
161b.  4oz.;  Mr.  Crowther,  thirteen,  81b.  12oz.;  Mr. 
Craven,  eleven,  71b.  8oz.;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  eight, 
51b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Whitaker,  four,  21b.  12oz. ;  Messrs. 
Barton  and  Cheshire,  three,  31b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Batchelor, 
three,  21b.  loz. ;  and  Mr.  Curtler,  four,  21b.  8oz.  The 
weather  last  week  was  very  unsettled — rain,  cold  winds, 
and  occasional  thunder.  Last  Sunday  was  warm  and 
settled,  and  since  then  the  weather  has  been  all  a  fisher- 
man could  reasonably  expect.  The  fishing  has  improved 
with  the  weather,  as  Mr.  Moss's  basket  of  twenty-two 
shows. — Long  Drift. 

Lark  (Icklingham,  &c.).— Sport  has  been  quiet 
during  the  last  week.  Very  few  rods  out,  and  they  have 
only  been  among  the  pike.  The  coarse  fishing  season 
opens  here  on  the  16th.  Anglers  can  then  have  a  turn  with 
thedace  and  chub  with  the  fly,  which  are  risingwell.  Water 
seems  too  clear  for  bottom  fisbiag,  What  is  wanted  is  a 
gcod  flood  to  clear  the  river. — A.  E.  K. 

Lea. — On  Thursday  next  dace,  grayling,  and  gudgeon 
may  be  caught  in  the  Lea,  and  upon  the  shallows,  where 
there  is  a  run  of  water,  some  nice  specimens  of  the  former 
fish  should  be  had  with  the  "cad."  and  the  fly.  The 
Hertford  district  is  the  most  likely  portion  of  the  river  in 
which  to  pick  up  a  graylicg.  Trout  fishing  in  the  Lea  has 
again  been  quiet,  but  during  the  last  few  days  some  good 
fish  have  been  seen  on  the  move  at  St.  Margaret's,  Ware, 
and  Heitford.  Trout  have  also  been  caught  at  the  two 
latter  resorts.  Club  anglers  are  taking  some  fine  eels  in 
the  river.  The  Ponders  End  district  has  yielded  them  up 
to  2Jlb.  Koach  fishing  does  not  open  in  the  Lea  until 
July  1.  Some  remarkably  fine  dace  have  been  taken  with 
the  May  Fly  on  the  Peine  and  New  River.  One  scaled 
lib.  The  fish  were  returned.  In  the  Beane,  near 
Hertford,  a  visiting  angler  hooked  and  lost  a  splendid 
trout  the  other  day.  He  estimated  it  went  quite  71b.  The 
Lea  is  in  fair  order  only,  the  hot  weather  not  having 
improved  it. — Izaak  Walton. 

IiXLgg  and  Arrovr  (Leominster).— Both  these  noted 
trout  streams  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  have 
been  greatly  improved  by  the  late  rain.  The  weather  has 
changed  fine,  and  everything  is  now  in  favour  of  anglers 
getting  out  and  having  good  sport,  as  the  fish  have  been 
rising  well  at  the  fly,  and  a  good  few  rods  have  been  out. 
The  May  Fly  has  come  up  better  than  expected,  and  trout 
are  now  feeding  on  them,  but  the  season  will  be  short. 
Some  good  lots  of  fish  taken  this  week,  and  every  prospect 
of  some  good  sport  being  had.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good 
fishing  order. — Gwynne. 

Lrgfjf,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingslaud).  — 
Rivers  are  in  capital  tiim.  The  May  Fly  is  still  rising, 
and  fairly  plentiful,  yet  trout  are  not  feeding  kindly  on 
them  ;  here  and  there  some  good  baskets  have  been  made 
with  it,  and  while  the  Alder  has  not  done  so  well  as  usual, 
the  Yellow  Dun  has  more  than  sustained  its  good  name, 
having  accounted  for  the  larger  portion  of  some  of  the 
baskets  made  up  to  sixteen  and  a  half  brace.  In  the  evening 
female  Yellow  Dun,  caddis,  and  Red  Spinner  have  all 
been  killing.  Weather  has  been  very  changeable,  yet 
some  days  the  sport  has  been  good  aU  along  the  line  on  all 
these  rivers,  in  fact,  throughout  the  district.  Minnow 
has  not  been  much  tried,  results  not  being  encouraging. 
With  favourable  weather  the  outlook  for  coming  week  ia 
cheerful.— R.  T.  William.';. 

None  (Peterborough). — The  water  in  the  river  is 
still  too  much  at  flood  tide  for  anything  to  be  done  at 
present,  but  a  large  party  here  are  making  preparations 
for  turning  out  a  fortnight  hence,  when,  although  matters 
just  now  are  improving  slowly,  it  is  hoped  that  circum- 
stances will  be  more  favourable  for  sport.  Mr.  W. 
Tomalin,  Northampton,  reports  that  a  fine  specimen  of 
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the  sea  lamprey,  weighing  between  21b.  and  31b.,  has  been 
taken  in  an  eel  trap  at  Elton,  near  Oundle.  Unlike  the 
eel,  the  sea  lamprey  ascends  the  river  to  deposit  its  spawn. 
Only  last  week  we  reported  one  being  taken  in  the 
Welland  at  Deeping,  weighing  SJlb.— E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— A  delightful  change 
in  the  weather  has  brought  the  Drake  out  on  all  our 
streams.  On  some  they  are  thick,  and  on  others  but  a 
sprinkling  of  them  are  to  be  seen.  Fish  are  rising 
splendidly  to  either  the  May  Fly  or  small  Dun,  and  on  the 
Blythe,  rarticnlarly,  fgood  sport  has  been  had,  one  rod 
taking  four  and  a  half  brace  in  about  an  hour  ;  another, 
eight  brace  ;  and  another,  five  brace.  On  the  Muse,  too,' 
fish  have  taken  the  Drake,  chiefly  sunk.  The  best  of  it 
has  to  come  yet. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Onny  and  Flowdeu  Waters  (Craven  Arms).— 
Wind,  S.E.,  water  in  good  order.  The  Plowden  Club 
water  has  yielded  good  sport.  In  two  days  Dr.  Gore  had 
fifteen  brace,  and  in  one  day  Messrs.  Green  twenty  others, 
in  a  diminishing  rate.  The  hotel  water  has  been  well 
patronised;  fifty  brace  have  been  taken  out  during  the 
past  week.  The  most  successful  fly  on  both  waters  has 
been  the  Grey  Drake  with  split  wings,  size  as  depicted  ia 
"  Ronald's  Entomology."  The  Alder  and  Coch-y-bondhu 
have  ako  held  their  own.  Excellent  fishing  is  to  be  had 
here  now. — Truth. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton),— For  the  past  week 
rain  has  fallen  at  intervals,  and  a  good  head  of  water  has 
been  kept  up  in  the  liver,  which  is  in  perfect  order  for  the 
fly.  _Wet  fly  work  is  not  very  profitable  now,  and,  except 
in  night  fishing,  will  not  be  of  much  more  effect  this 
season.  Yesterday  (7th)  a  dry  fly  rod  secured  a  lovely 
dish  of  eleven  trout,  amounting  in  weight  to  61b.  All 
were  killed  in  deep  pools  under  the  shade,  with  a  small 
dark  hackled  Blue  Upright— the  most  deadly  of  all  floaters 
for  this  river.  As  to  sea  fishing,  mackerel  are  very 
plentiful  in  the  bay  here,  and  large  hauls  are  being  daily 
made  by  the  seine. — Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  water  is  now  in  splendid 
colour,  though  as  usual  there  is  very  little  stream.  There 
is  every  prospect  of  the  season  opening  auspiciously. 
— W.  N. 

Plymouth.— Welcome  showers  at  night  have  prevented 
the  riveis  from  running  too  fine.  The  Cad  (to  use  a 
gentleman's  term  who  walked  by  the  river  one  day)  is 
literally  swarming  with  fish,  and  those  who  do  not  mind 
the  distance  cannot  do  better  than  go  to  this  river,  as  one 
is  sure  of  good  sport.  Peal  still  cantinue  to  run  up  the 
Tavy  in  large  numbers,  and  good  luck  has  attended  the 
fishermen. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— Angling  visitors  to  this  neighbourhood  during  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays  had  to  contend  with  the  most 
unseasonable  weather,  and,  consequently,  all  the  rivers 
were  altogether  out  of  condition  for  the  fly.  But  those 
anglers  who  tried  their  luck  at  bottom  fishing  and  trolling 
for  pike  were  fairly  successful,  and  several  good  pike  were 
taken  in  the  Severn,  and  a  few  also  in  the  Vyrnwy,  and  in 
both  these  rivers  they  are  much  too  numerous.  At  the 
present  time  all  these  streams  are  in  very  good  condition 
for  fly  fishing,  and  some  nice  trout  have  been  tak«n,  the 
best  sport  being  enjoyed  in  the  Tanat  and  Cain  ;  but  the 
fish  do  not  rise  so  freely  as  could  be  wished,  as  the  weather 
is  very  oppressive,  with  local  thunderstorms.  The  latest 
sensation  is  a  barking  frog,  which  is  to  be  heard  near  the 
village  of  Llanyblodwd,  a  little  above  the  bridge  over  the 
liver  Tanat,  and  in  some  stagnant  water,  which  some 
years  ago  was  the  course  in  which  the  stream  then 
flowed. — Vyrnwy. 

Snowdon  Ranger  Hotel  (Quellyn  Lake,  Car- 
narvon).—The  weather  lately  has  been  rather  cold  and 
wet,  but  the  lake  now  is  in  good  condition,  and  the  sport 
very  satisfactory.  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  Friday,  landed  thirty 
very  nice  trout,  averaging  5oz. ;  and  another  gentleman 
landed  forty-one,  average  weight  4J-oz.  It  is  now  getting 
warmer,  thermometer  registering  fifty-two  degrees  Fah. 
outside,  and  every  appearance  of  better  weather  and 
sport  for  the  angler.— Will  E.  Webster. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  weather  has 
been  fairly  favourable  during  the  week,  but  trout  have 
not  fed  kindly.  A  few  small  fish  have  been  taken  from 
the  Ouse  by  fly  and  worm  ;  but  with  the  exception  of  a 
nice  fish  of  SJlb.  at  the  Fletching  Eeach,  nothing  has  been 
recorded  exceedmg  12oz.  At  Three  Bridges  from  six  to 
seven  brace  have  been  taken  in  a  day's  fishing  in  private 
water.  Rivers  are  in  fair  order,  and  augur  well  for  the 
opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season.  Weeds  are  a 
nuisance  in  the  Ouse,  from  Barcombe  Mills  downwards, 
for  upwards  of  a  mile,  and  seem  to  be  on  the  increase,  so 
much  so  that  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  find  a  good  roach 
swim.  In  the  interest  of  anglers  a  clearance  should  be 
made  before  the  season  is  advanced.  All  fish  have 
spawned,  and  after  the  recent  influx  of  water  appear  in  a 
healthy  condition.  Several  'oiace  of  trout  are  notified 
from  the  Rother,  taken  by  fly  and  spinner ;  the  heaviest 
fash  weighed  2Jlb.,  and  had  e\idently  been  mauled  by 
perch  or  pike.  Chichester  Canal  is  abounding  with  fish 
and  a  few  pike  up  to  61b.  may  be  seen  feeding  in  the 
lower  reaches.  Carp,  once  so  plentiful  in  this  water 
seem  dying  out.  Fish  up  to  141b.  may  be  seen,  but  it  is 
very  seldom  smaller  ones  are  seen  or  taken.— George  F 
Salter. 

Taff  (Llanddowror,  Carmarthenshire). —  The 

river  and  tributaries  are  in  good  condition.  We  have  had 
a  lot  of  rain  and  cold  winds  lately,  and  trout  have  not 
been  rising  freely.  Now  the  weather  has  changed  to 
summer,  and  good  sport  may  be  counted  upon  during  the 
next  week.  There  is  any  amount  of  fly  food  on  the 
water. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).- The  Tame  in  this  part  is  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  running  in  capital  order  for 
angling.  The  weather  up  to  Sunday  was  stormy,  but  it 
Cleared  off,  and  is  now  tunied  beautiful  and  fine,  and  in 


every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  more  rods 
have  been  out  the  last  few  days  than  for  some  time.  The 
fish  are  well  on  the  feed,  and  are  taking  fly  freely.  The 
May  Fly  has  been  coming  up  the  last  few  days  better  than 
was  expected,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  a  few  days'  good 
sport.  Trout  are  taking  them  well,  and  already  good 
dishes  of  fine  trout  have  been  landed.  The  best  killing 
flies  at  present  are  the  Blue  Dun,  May  Ply,  Orl,  Sky 
Blue,  and  Yellow  Dun  ;  and  for  evening,  the  Coachman 
and  moths.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  very  successful  of 
late,  and  fine  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  worm. 
Minnow  fishing  in  the  morning  good.  On  Monday 
an  angler,  with  the  Orl  and  Yellow  Dun,  landed  a  dish  of 
seven  trout. _  On  Tuesday,  fishing  near  Overton,  a 
gentleman  with  the  fly  took  a  good  basket  of  fish,  one 
scaling  21b.  loz.  Another  angler  above  the  town  landed  a 
fine  trout  with  the  Orl  and  May  Fly.  Pishing  with  the 
worm  on  Monday,  four  trout,  |lb.  each,  were  taken.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  in 
capital  order,  and  the  fish  are  rising  well  in  them.  In  the 
Corve,  Ony,  and  Clun  some  fine  lots  of  trout  have  been 
landed  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  running 
m  capital  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level. 
The  weather  has  turned  fine,  and  is  now  in  every  way 
suitable  for  fishing,  and  a  good  number  of  rods  have  been 
out,  and  the  fish  have  been  more  on  the  feed,  and  are 
rising  well  at  the  fly.  The  May  Fly  has  come  up  since 
the  warm  weather,  and  the  fish  take  them  and  the  Orl 
well,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  fine  lots  of  fish 
being  taken  during  the  next  few  days.  Several  good 
dishes  taken  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.— Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  now  clearing  after 
heavy  showers.  The  weather  has  become  very  hot,  and 
fish  are  sporting  better  morning  and  evening.  Rusty 
Palmers,  Alders,  and  Hawthorn  are  the  best  killing  flies, 
but  the  continuous  showers  having  kept  the  river  coloured, 
better  sport  has  been  had  with  minnow.— E.  T. 

Upper  Yore  (Hawes).— The  river  on  this  part  of  the 
lore  IS  in  splendid  condition,  seveial  visitors  and  local 
men  having  done  remarkably  well.  Mr.  Pedley,  of 
Ha  worth,  on  Tuesday,  got  sixteen  brace  of  good  trout ; 
Blades,  of  Hawes,  got  sixteen  and  a  half  brace,  amongst 
them  being  a  brace  of  rainbows,  ready  for  spawning,  which 
were  duly  returned.  Mr.  Ellis,  of  Briarcliffe,  took  on 
Saturday  twenty-three  brace ;  Mr.  Whitaker,  of  Haslingden, 
took  eight  brace ;  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Hardrow,  get  one,  2ilb. 
weight.  Favourite  flies.  Brown  Owl,  Bracken  Clock.— 
Fawcett, 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Anglers  from 
a  distance  who  patronise  the  Witham,  and  the  drains  north 
of  Boston,  are  arranging  for  their  summer  visits.  The 
season  which  opens  next  week  is  expected  to  be  a  fairly 
good  one  from  the  beginning.  It  is  believed  that  fish  got 
about  their  spawning  pretty  early  this  year,  but  latterly 
the  weather  has  not  been  as  hot  as  it  often  is,  con- 
sequently the  fish  have  not  been  observed  on  the  surface 
as  usual.  The  quality  of  the  sport  is  therefore  speculative. 
Dull  weather  again  has  been  against  trout  fishing,  and 
many  will  be  glad  that  the  close  time  for  coarse  fish  has 
about  come  to  an  end. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  improving  in  condition  for  fly  fishing.  The  warm 
weather  we  are  having  should  bring  the  May  Fly  out 
properly ;  it  has  not  been  very  numerous  at  present.  A 
few  anglers  on  the  Wye  have  obtained  a  few  nice  fish. 
The  Derwent  has  also  yielded  some  very  good  trout, 
chiefly  by  bottom  fishing,  as  this  river  is  rather  too  high 
for  successful  fly  fishing.  Mr.  Lowe  landed  several  nice 
trout,  fishing  from  the  Midland  Hotel  Garden,  Matlock 
Bath.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  very  good, 
when  the  following  flies  will-  be  found  useful :  Yellow 
Dun,  Ash  Dun,  Dotterel,  Black  Gnat,  and  Sand  Fly  for 
evening. — Dotterel. 

SCONCE  ESPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

■Although  sport  has  been  retarded  by  the  cold,  boisterous 
weather  of  the  past  week,  some  good  baskets  were  made, 
amongst  which  were  the  following:  On  30th  ult.,  Mr. 
Halcro,  Sunderland,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  had  sixteen  trout, 
71b.,  besides  a  ferox  of  21b.,  caught  with  fly ;  Mr.  Campbell 
Gibson,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch  Cama,  a  basket  of  111b. 
trout;  Col.  Dicken,  C.B,,  London,  on  Loch  Veyabie, three 
dozen  trout,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Middleton  Moore,  Kirkby,  and 
Capt.  Garnett,  Lonsdale,  on  Loch  UrigiU  (blown  off), 
17Jlb.  trout.  On  31st,  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  twenty-one  trout,  101b.;  Mr.  Halcro,  on  Loch 
Cama,  eighteen  trout,  71b. ;  and  Capt.  Garnett  and  Mr. 
Middleton  Moore,  on  same  water,  fifty- eight  trout,  181b. 
On  1st  inst.,  Mr.  Halcro,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  one  dozen, 
51b. ;  and  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  on  Loch  Cama,  three 
dozen,  121b.  On  2nd,  Mr.  Middleton  Moore  and  Capt. 
Garnett,  on  Loch  UrigiU,  forty-three  trout,  121b. ;  and 
Mr.  Warden,  on  Ledmore  burn,  nineteen  nice  trout.  On 
3rd,  Mr.  Middleton  Moore  and  Capt.  Garnett,  on  Loch 
Cama,  forty  trout,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Faed,  Edin- 
burgh, on  Loch  Urigill,  103  trout,  311b. ;  and  Mr.  Halcro, 
on  same  loch,  141b.  trout.  On  Saturday  nine  anglers  were 
out,  and  made  baskets  ranging  from  111b.  to  211b. 
each. — B. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

On  30th  ult.,  Mrs.  Straker  fished  Loch  Naver,  and  got  two 
salmon,  of  81b.  and  71b. ;  while  good  baskets  of  trout, 
ranging  up  to  211b.,  were  made  by  a  number  of  anglers  on 
Lochs  Meadie  and  Naver.  On  31st,  Messrs.  Deverall  and 
Upcher,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  landed  181b.  of  trout ;  Masters 
E.  and  A.  Straker  got  five  trout  on  Loch  Naver  ;  and  Mr. 
H.  Bond,  eight  trout,  5Jlb.  On  Loch  Loyal,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Straker  had  eleven  trout,  51b. ;  and  on  Loch  Tarvie, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melly  got  fourteen  trout,  81b.  On  1st  inst., 
Messrs.  Deverall  and  Upcher  caught  121b.  of  trout ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs,  Melly  had  41b.  on  Loch  Hallam  5  and  Master  E. 


Straker  a  fero  v  of  2Jlb.,  on  Loch  Naver.  On  2nd,  nice 
baskets  were  made  on  Lochs  Brcckbine  and  Loyal.  On 
3rd,  Messrs.  Deverall  and  Upcher,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  101b. 
of  trout;  Messrs.  Hall  and  Hewett,  on  Loch  Stank, 
lOlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  Loch  Ellanach,  101b.  ; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melly,  on  Loch  Tarvie,  121b.  On  4th, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  l^cch  Hallam,  thirty-two  trout, 
191b. ;  Master  A.  Straker,  on  Loch  Naver,  four  trout, 
2Jlb.,  besides  a /e/or  of  3Jlb. ;  and  Messrs.  Hall  and 
Hewett,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  101b.  of  trout.— B. 

Awe.— Pi-shing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  last  Friday,  Mr. 
Tnssor  landed  a  beautiful  shaped  salmon  of  361b.,  and 
Mr.  McCallum  had  one  of  161b.  Very  large  salmon  are  to 
be  seen  in  the  Awe  this  year.  Three  of  them  were  well 
hooked  during  last  week,  but  unfortunately  they  smashed 
the  tackle  and  got  clear.  Prospects  are  very  good  just 
now  after  the  heavy  rains  we  had  lately.  I  expect  the 
grilse  and  sea  trout  to  be  up  in  ten  days  or  so. — D. 
Macdonald. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Mr.  Horace  Yates,  Tod- 
hillwood,  Canonbie,  has  had  two  salmon,  one  in  the 
Cauldron  Pool,  and  one  in  Red  Lynn  Pool.  The  weights 
were  91b.  and  101b.  Mr.  Yates  also  killed  a  couple  of  sea 
trout  in  the  mid-reaches.  Dr.  Ditcham,  London,  had  a 
sea  trout  in  Long  Pool.  He  had  also  a  dozen  yellow  trcu  :. 
Mr.  John  Story,  Langholm,  killed  a  sea  trout  at  Skippers' 
Bridge  on  Friday  last  week.  Miss  Church,  Parkhouse, 
has  had  fair  sport  with  yellow  trout.  Mr.  J.  Telford, 
Langholm,  had  a  catch  weighing  161b.  ;  while  Mr.  J. 
Laidlaw  had  one  of  lilb.  in  the  Tarras.  Mr.  Henry  Martin 
had  a  basket  of  olb.  in  the  same  water. — Gilnockie. 

Border  Esk  (Langholm).— Summer  has  come  at 
last !  All  Nature  has  put  on  its  gayest  garb,  the  tourist 
coaches  are  now  getting  into  play,  and  at  last  angling  has 
made  a  start.  With  the  advent  of  summer  and  a  luke- 
warm water  the  sea  trout  are  now  making  for  summer 
quarters  ;  and  were  it  not  for  their  mortil  enemy— man 
(although  he_  pretends  to  lo'e  them  dearly)— they  would 
have  a  nice  time  amongst  the  picturesque  and  shady  nooks 
of  the  Border  Esk.  Two  days'  drizzling  rain  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  sUghtly  improved  the  river,  and  a  few 
holiday  makers  were  out,  the  following  being  some  of  the 
sport :  Mrs.  Joe  Anderson  had  twenty  yellow  trout  in  the 
Ewes  ;  Mr.  Christopher  Roe  had  a  fine  new  run  sea  trout 
at  the  Distillery,  weighing  21b.,  on  Friday,  and  on  Satur- 
day another  weighing  l|lb.  On  Monday,  starting  at 
5  a.m.,  Mr.  W.  Hyslop,  Sunderland,  had  forty  nice  yellow 
trout  in  the  Meggat.  Sergt.  Bell  had  also  a  good  basket 
of  yellow  trout  in  the  Esk.  Mr.  T.  Graham  had  a  nica 
salmon  in  the  reserved  water,  weighing  61b.  Another 
gentleman  had  41b.  yellow  trout  in  the  Meggat.  Good 
sport  may  now  be  expected,  especially  if  more  rain  comes 
soon. — W.  D. 

Breadalbane  Arms  (Aberfeldy).— Mr.  Kidd, 
fishing  Loch-na-Craig,  caught  twenty-three  trout,  101b. ; 
and  Mr.  Mackay,  twelve  trout,  41b.— Alex.  Nicol. 

Carron  (Easter    Ross,  Ardga.^,  N.B.).— Two 

salmon  were  landed  on  the  Braelangvvell  waters,  on  30th 
ult.,  and  other  two  on  31st.  On  the  Gruinards  water 
(Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland's  rod),  Mr.  John  Matheson  landed 
three  salmon,  of  81b.,  91b.,  and  121b.,  on  the  30th;  and  Mr. 
James  Wilson,  two,  of  91b.  each.  On  1st  inst.,  Mr.  John 
Matheson  grassed  a  splendid  fish,  weighing  231b.  On  tlie 
Glencalvie  waters,  Mr.  W.  Allis-Smith  has  had  the 
following  sport  since  last  reported  :  On  28th,  one  salmon 
of  121b. ;  on  30th,  one,  weighing  13Jlb.  ;  on  31st,  two,  of 
121b.  and  Olb. ;  on  1st  inst.,  two,  weighing  lUb.  and  71b. ; 
and  on  3rd,  a  9-ponnder.  Other  waters  have  also  yielded 
sport,  but  no  particulars  to  hand.  At  the  beginning  of 
this  week  the  weather  changed  for  the  better,  and  good 
sport  is  looked  for. — B. 

Conon  (via  Dingwall,  N.B.).  —  Fishing  from 
Melville's  Hotel,  Conon  Bridge,  on  Friday  la;,c,  Mr. 
Keppel  Pultney,  Leamington,  had  a  salmon  of  741b.  on 
Rushing  Pool,  Brahan  Castle  water.— B. 

Cuilfail  Hotel  Waters  (Kilmelford,  N.B.).— 
May  25,  Col.  Jameson  and  Mr.  Finlay,  thirty  t.'ont.  26th, 
Col.  Jameson  and  Mr.  Finlay,  ten  troct.  27th,  Col. 
Jameson  and  Mr.  Finlay,  forty-six  front.  28th,  Col. 
Jameson  and  Mr.  Finlay,  twelve  trout ;  Mr.  and  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Murray-Smith,  sixteen  trout.  30th.  Col.  Jameson 
and  Mr.  Finlay,  nineteen  trout;  Mr.  and  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Murray-Smith,  sixteen  trout;  Mr.  and  Masters  Fulton, 
thirty- eight  trout.  31st,  Col.  Jameson  and  Mr.  Finlay, 
twenty-seven  trout;  Mr.  and  Masters  Fulton,  sixty-one 
trout.  June  1,  Col.  Jameson  and  Mr.  Finlay,  fifty-eight 
trout;  Mr.  and  Masters  Fulton,  nine  trout.  2nd,  Col. 
Jameson  and  Mr.  Finlay,  twenty-seven  trout ;  Mr.  and 
Masters  Fulton,  twenty-three  trout.  3rd,  Mr.  and  Masters 
Pulton,  fifty-five  trout.— McF. 

Deveron  _  (Banffshire).— The  water  in  the  river 
Deveron,  which  was  beginning  to  get  low  last  week,  is 
now  in  excellent  condition  by  the  recent  rains ;  but, 
unfortunately,  fish  are  scarce,  and  little  doing  by  anglers. 
Since  the  rise  in  the  water  there  has  been  very  few  salmon 
run,  and  no  grilse.  On  the  Edinglassie  water,  on  Monday,. 
Mr.  George  Smith  had  a  salmon  of  SJlb. ;  and  last  week, 
on  the  Netherdale  section,  Major  Gcdsin  landed  a  fine 
salmon ;  and  on  the  Beldorney  water.  Sir  William  R. 
Kennedy  landed  a  fine  salmon  of  81b.  Some  brown  and 
yellow  trout  have  also  been  taken  by  the  rod.  Towards 
the  end  of  last  week  the  weather  was  more  favourable  for 
the  net  fishing  on  the  coast,  the  wind  being  in  a  westerly 
direction,  and  httle  or  no  motion  on  the  sea.  On  Friday 
three  boxes  were  despatched  to  the  markets.  They 
weighed  over  5c wt.,  and  on  Monday  last  one  box  of  about 
Icwt.  The  salmon  got  at  the  various  stations  were  in 
good  condition,  and  averaging  about  101b.  A  half  dozen 
grilse  were  also  got.  As  yet  grilse  have  not  appsared  in 
large  numbers,  and  one  cannot  predict  whether  the  grilse 
season  will  be  a  profitable  one  or  not. — H.  W. 

Dochart  (Luib  Hotel,  Perthshire).— Mr.  Harvey 
Jones,  London,  out  from  Luib  Hotel,  on  Monday,  had 
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thirteen  trout,  4|lb.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Townsend,  Battle, 
had  eighteen  trout,  CJlb. ;  Wednesday,  fourteen  trout.  The 
river  is  now  in  splendid  order. — Donald  McNaughton. 

luchnadampli  Hotel  (Sntherland).— May  30, 
Surgeon-Major  Bartlett,  Assynt,  nine  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Timmis,  Assynt.  nine  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Moor,  Assynt, 
ten  trout,  41b.  May  31,  Surgeon-Ma  jor  Bartlett,  Loanan, 
nine  trout,  SJlb.  June  1,  Surgeon-Major  Bartlett,  Loanan, 
nine  tront,  lib. ;  Messrs.  Timmis  and  Moor,  Inver,  nine 
trout,  GJlb.  (heaviest,  21b.)  ;  Mr.  Oldham,  Letteresaa, 
twenty-nine  trout,  91b.  June  2,  Surgeon- Major  Bartlett, 
Loob  Awe,  twenty-five  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Hurst,  Gillaroo, 
one  trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Harris,  Loanan,  four  trout,  3ilb.  ; 
Mr.  Timmis,  Letteressa,  twenty-three  trout,  71b,  ;  Me"ssrs. 
Moor  and  Oldham,  Inver,  fifteen  tront,  91b.  (heaviest, 
21b.).  June  3,  Messrs.  Moor  and  Oldham,  Castla  Bay, 
six  trout,  41b.  (heaviest,  IJlb.)  ;  Mr.  Budd,  Gillaroo,  one 
trout,  IJlb. ;  Messrs.  Waterall  and  Hurst,  Awe,  twenty- 
four  trout,  81b.  June  4,  Surgeon-Major  Bartlett,  Hill 
Lochs,  one  trout,  41b.  ;  Messrs.  Oldham'  and  Moor,  Loch 
Awe,  forty-four  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Harris,  Skiag,  twelve 
trout,  01b.  ;  Mr.  Timmis,  GiUaroo.  six  trout,  41b. ;  Mr. 
Budd,  Letteressa,  thirteen  trout,  51b.  ;  Messrs.  Waterall 
and  Hurst,  head  Assynt,  three  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Jellie- 
brand,  mid  Assynt,  seven  trout,  51b.  Weather  during 
past  week  very  unsettled,  but  to-day  (Saturday)  is  fine, 
with  every  appearance  of  settled  weather. — William 
Wallace. 

Isla.— Angling,  which  during  May  was  at  a  standstill 
owing  to  the  wintry  weather,  has  been  prosecuted  with 
success  and  pleasure  during  the  past  fortnight.  The 
warmth  has  brought  an  abundance  of  iDS?ct  life,  and 
trout  are  on  the  move.  There  have  been  no  special  takes, 
but  in  the  district  the  following  have  met  with  more  or 
les3  success  with  fly  :  J.  S.  McGregor,  Folda ;  R.  Thomson, 
R.  Robertson,  J.  Simpson,  Glenisla ;  T.  Donaldson, 
Kerriemuir;  J.Dow,  Kerriemcir;  W.  McCombie-Smith, 
Persie;  D.  McLennan,  W.  Smith,  A.  Sm^tb,  Dundee; 

A.  Christie,  Tayport ;  T.  Buttar,  Corston  ;  J.  Jack, 
Fortar;  W.  Robertson,  Glenisla;  A.  Ciichton,  D. 
Robertson,  A.  Robertson,  Burrelton. — Lasgair. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg',  N.B.).— Several  good 
baskets  have  already  been  made  on  Loch  Shin.  One  of 
the  moat  notable  of  the  season  was  made  by  Mr.  Trotter 
on  Friday  last,  with  three  Salmo  ferox,  weighing  61b., 
71b.,  and  8Jlb. ;  besides  seven  trout  averaging  Jib. 
each. — B. 

LochboiBdale   Hotel    (South   Uist).— May  30, 

Messrs.  B.  and  D.  Macgregor,  on  Bornisk,  141b.  of  brown 
trout ;  Messrs.  Collier  and  Witt,  on  Lech  StuUavaul,  71b. ; 
Capt.  Ward,  on  Loch  Squaribh,  SJlb. ;  Messrs.  Tod  and 
Aylmer,  on  Upper  Kildonan,  9 Jib.  31st,  Messrs.  Collier 
and  Witt,  on  Loch  Rudah  -na-Clach,  21b. ;  Messrs.  Tod  and 
Aylmer,  on  Coragrimsaig,  21b.  June  1,  Messrs.  B.  and  D. 
Macgregor,  on  Loch  StuUavaul,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Collier 
and  Witt,  on  Strom,  SJlb.  of  sea  trout;  Messrs.  Tod  and 
Aylmer,  on  Loch  Crogavat,  41b.  of  brown  trout.  2nd, 
Messrs.  Tod  and  Aylmer,  on  Squaribh,  9|lb.  ;  Messrs.  B. 
and  D.  Macgregor,  on  One  Tree  Loch,  7i\h. ;  Messrs. 
Collier  and  Witt,  on  Rudah-na-Clach,  4|lb.    3rd,  Messrs. 

B.  and  D.  Macgregor,  on  Bornish,  9Jlb.  4th,  Mr.  Brown, 
on  Rudah-na-Clach  and  Bornish,  5Jlb. ;  Messrs.  B.  and  D. 
Macgregor.  on  Bornish,  S^b. ;  Messrs.  Collier  and  Witt, 
on  Upper  Kildonan,  2J115. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel).  — Out 
from  Strona.chlachar  Hotel,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Watt,  of 
Liverpool,  caught  fourteen  trout ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jacques 
caught  seventeea  trout;  and  Mr.  Salaman  caught  eleven 
trout.— H.  M. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— The  past  week  has  been  one 
of  cloud  and  sunshine,  and  the  catches,  though  very  satis- 
factory, were  not  so  large  as  on  the  previous  week.  Sir 
George  Elliot  had  a  magnificent  trout,  which  weighed 
51b.  Boz.,  and  is  the  largest  caught  here  for  twenty-four 
jears.  The  private  parties  out  were  Mr.  Steel,  Perth, 
thirty-eight  trout,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Isherwood,  Hejwocd,  and 
Mr.  Walker,  J. P.,  Mirwood,  thirty-eight  trout,  241b.  8oz. ; 
Sir  George  Elliot  (five  days),  128  trout,  1001b.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
Watson,  Ayton,  and  Mr.  Shaw,  M.P.,  thirty-nine  trout, 
251b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Young  and  Mr.  Brown,  Glasgow, 
twenty-five  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Annandale,  twenty-three 
trout,  171b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laird,  London  (three  days), 
fifty-three  trout,  401b. ;  Mr.  Borthwick,  Edinburgh  (two 
days),  fifty-seven  trout,  411b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr. 
Laidlay,  Edinburgh,  twenty-five  trout,  161b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Rushworth,  Colne,  thirty-one  trout,  201b. ;  Mr.  F.  G. 
Falkner,  Bowdon  (three  days),  twenty-eight  trout] 
201b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Millar,  Falkirk,  twenty-two  trout,  141b. ; 
Mr.  Lothian,  Edinburgh,  twenty-four  trout,  191b.  • 
Mr.  Calder  and  Mr.  Ednie,  Leith,  sixteen  trout, 
141b.;  Mr.  Jamieson,  London  (four  days),  fifty-five  trout,' 
401b. ;  Mr.  D.  Cairns  and  Mr.  Brown,  Trinity,  twenty- 
three  trout,  151b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black,  Sheffield  (two 
days),  thirty-two  trout,  261b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Thomson, 
Manchester,  and  Mr.  Finlay,  Edinburgh,  twenty-three 
trout,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Morgan,  Cheshire,  seventeen  trout, 
111b.  ;  Mr.  White,  Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr. 
R.  Galloway  and  Mr.  Brown,  Edinburgh,  thirty-four 
trout,  231b.  ;  Mr.  J.  0.  Vinter,  Cambridge,  eleven  trout 
91b. ;  Mr.  Fleming,  Dollar,  twenty-two  trout,  131b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  Smith,  Manchester,  seventeen  trout,  121b. ;  Mr. 
Proudfoot  and  Mr.  Paton,  Perth,  thirty-one  trout,  181b.  • 
Rev.  J.  C.  Hood,  Kirkby  Fleetham,  thirty-three  trout', 
271b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  Buenos  Ayres,  were  out 
during  the  week,  and  had  catches  ranging  to  eighteen 
trout;  Mr.  Howie,  Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout,  111b.  The 
most  successful  clubs  were  West  of  Scotland,  which  held 
11  two  days'  cjmpetition,  and  had  an  average  of  about  lib. 
per  rod  at  both  competitions.  Mr.  J.  O.  MacXiven  had 
the  heaviest  prize  basket,  which  contained  fifteen  trout, 
111b.  3oz.  Seven  rods  in  the  Edinburgh  St.  Andrew 
Club  secured  forty-eight  trout,  291b. ;  first,  Mr.  Lewis 
Spence,  fifteen  trout,  81b.  lOoz.   Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch 


fishing  in  the  Kinrosshire  Club  competition,  topped  it 
with  eighteen  trout,  111b.  5oz.  The  National  Angling 
Clubs' Association  held  their  annual  competition  here  on 
Wednesday,  a  full  report  of  which  will  appear  in  our  issue 
next  week. — Robebt  Laino. 

Loch  Migdale  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).— Since  last 
reported  a  number  of  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
made  on  this  favourite  loch  by  Messrs.  MacPherson, 
(Bridge  Hotel),  Mr.  MacBean  (Tain),  Mr.  Walkinshaw 
(Tam),  Mr.  Ross  (Seabank),  and  others.  Baskets 
generally  ranged  from  one  dozen  to  two  dozen  in  number, 
and  from  51b.  to  111b.  in  weight. — B. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel).— Fishing  Loch  Garth  on 
May  25,  Mr.  R.  Heath,  Dunphail,  landed  eight  very  fine 
trout,  weighing  01b.  On  June  3rd,  Mr.  R.  Thorn,  Annan, 
fishing  Loch  Ness,  killed  twenty-four  trout,  weighing 
101b. ;  and  Mr.  Hawkins  sixteen  trout,  weighing  SJlb. 
On  June  4,  Mr.  Thorn,  Annan,  on  Loch  Ness,  had  twenty- 
six  trcut,  weighing  71b.— S.  Tilston. 

Ljon  (Fortingall).— Gentlemen  fishing  from  the 
Portingall  Hotel  of  late  had  several  good  baske!  s  of  trout. 
The  river  is  in  good  ply,  and  good  prospects  of  sport.— 
Macphail. 

Melvich  (Sutherlandshire).  —  On  May  31  Mr. 

Douglas  had,  on  the  Halladale,  one  salmon,  illb. ;  Mr. 
Cooper,  loch  fishing,  nine  tront,  71b. ;  Mr.  Stewait,  five 
trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Evans,  four  trout,  21b. ;  Dr.  Douglas, 
seven  trout,  31b.  On  June  1st,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  the 
Halladale,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  12Jlb.  each.  June  2, 
Mr.  Cooper,  one  salmon,  141b.  June  3,  Messrs.  Evans 
and  Stewart,  forty-three  trout,  321b.  ;  Dr.  Douglas, 
eleven  trout,  Illb.  June  4,  Mr.  Douglas,  fifty  trout, 
281b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  sixteen  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Stewart, 
one  salinon,  on  the  Halladale,  121b.  June  0,  Mr.  Stewart, 
on  the  Halladale,  two  grilse,  21b.  each.— A.  MacIntosh 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— On  31st 
ult.,  Mr.  Gibb,  Syre  Lodge,  ciught  a  grilse  on  Beat 
No.  2  ;  and  Dr.  Turner,  a  salmon  on  No.  3.  On  1st 
inst.,  Mr.  Gibb  got  a  salmon  on  No.  3.  On  2nd,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Marsham,  Dalvina  Lodge,  got  two  salmon  on 
No.  2  ;  and  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  two  on  No.  3.  On 
3rd,  Major  Burnell  Milnes  landed  five  salmon  on  Beats 
1  and  2.  On  4th,  Dr.  Turner,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  one 
salmon  on  No.  1 ;  and  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  two  on 
No.  3.  The  past  week  was  not  favourable  to  angling. 
Cold  north  winds  and  a  good  deal  of  thunder  prevailed. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  week  matters  looked  better.— B. 

Noith-Bast  of  Scotland.— A  very  acceptable  fill 
was  experienced  on  Monday  evening,  when  the  Dee  rose 
several  inches  in  consequence  of  the  temporary  deluge. 
Most  of  the  fish  have  got  the  necessary  move,  and  sport 
has  revived  considerably  from  what  it  was  last  week.  In 
fact,  except  on  the  very  highest  reaches,  matters  have 
been  dull  as  ditch  water.  On  the  Glentana  water,  how- 
ever, one  day  last  week.  Sir  William  Brook's  friends 
landed  twenty-nine  silmon,  scaling  from  6lb.  to  161b.  On 
the  Bia,emar  water.  Col.  Henry  Smith  and  Mrs.  Smith, 
along  with  Col.  Morland,  have  been  enjoying  some  good 
sport,  which  would  be  much  better  were  it  not  for  the 
continuous  thunder  pelts  experienced.  On  the  Balmoral 
reaches  the  Court  jarty  and  guests  are  at  the  river 
daily,  and  on  most  occasions  very  good  work  is  done. 
On  the  Ballater  and  Aboyne  waters  there  has  been  a 
change  of  rods  with  the  advent  of  June.  On  the  Cambus 
O'May,  Mr.  Gaskell  and  party  are  doing  exceedingly  well. 
On  Carlogie,  Mr.  Haslam  and  party,  and  others  in  the 
Kincardine  O'Neil  district,  are  having  an  occasional  fish. 
On  the  Don  and  side  streams  some  grand  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  got  lately,  but  chiefly  to  the  worm.  On  the 
Ythan  tidal  waters.  Col.  Hunter,  of  Tillery,  on  Monday, 
sacured  a  fine  basket  of  sea  tront,  weighing  15lb. — well 
conditioned  and  fine  average.  The  smolt  season  is  now 
ended,  and  this  was  the  first  try  since  the  opening.  H.R.H. 
the  Crown  Prince  of  Siam,  with  four  younger  brothers  and 
suites,  have  taken  quarters  at  the  Udney  Arms,  as  from  July  1 
to  31st  of  that  month  there  will  be  little  room  on  these 
waters  for  others.  ^'Jsito^s  for  August  and  September 
(boarders)  should  book  early,  else  they  may  be  dis- 
appointed. On  the  Deveron  a  splendid  trouting  season 
has  been  enjoyed.  There  has  been  a  slight  falling  off 
again  in  the  coast  supplies  of  salmon,  the  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Board  feeling  it  most.  Grilse  are  by  no  means 
yet  very  flentiful,  but  it  is  hoped  the  favourable  turn  the 
weather  has  taken  may  now  induce  the  thick  of  the 
season's  run  to  set  in.  The  hotel  accommodation  on 
Deeside  is  being  extensively  booked  up,  especially  on  the 
higher  reaches,  where  fish  are  presently  lying  in  lairs  in 
the  pools. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
Since  last  reported  the  weather  has  been  cold,  boisterous, 
and  altogether  unfavourable  to  angling,  but  at  the 
beginning  of  this  week  there  were  indications  of  an 
improvement.  On  May  30,  Mr.  Chadwick,  Carlisle,  in  an 
hour's  fishing  on  Loch  Griam,  landed  three  trout  averaging 
close  on  Jib.  each  ;  and  Mr.  Elliot,  Sunderland,  on  Flag 
Beat,  Loch  Shin,  fifteen  trout,  5Jlb.  On  31st,  Miss 
Maclntyre,  Edinburgh,  and  Miss  Potts,  Lasswade,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  had  twenty-six  trout,  Illb. ;  and  Mr.  Elliot,  on 
Loch  Griam,  fifteen  trout,  6Jlb.  On  June  1,  Mr.  Chad- 
wick, on  Loch  Merkland,  had  seventeen  trout,  71b. ;  and 
Mr.  Elliot,  on  same  loch,  nineteen  trout,  Illb.  On  2nd 
Mr.  ElUot  fished  Top  Shin  beat,  and  liad  thirty-four  trout! 
231b.  On  3rd,  the  same  angler,  on  Loch  Merkland,  hid 
twenty-one  trout,  101b.  Although  the  heavy  average 
weight  will  be  noticeable,  it  may  be  lemarked  that  fish 
have  not  been  in  such  good  condition  so  early  in  the  season 
during  the  past  ten  years.  On  .Saturday  baskets  from 
fourteen  trout  (81b.)  to  forty-six  trout  (19lb  )  were  made 
by  the  various  anglers  out  on  the  surrounding  lochs,  but 
since  then  want  of  space  forbids  particulars.— B. 

Salutation  Hotel  (Carsphairn).— On  1st  June 
Messrs.  Sterling  (Walsall,  Staffs.)  and  Wilson  (Glasgow), 
three  rods,  out  from  Salutation  Hotel,  Carsphairn,  had 


ten  and  a  half  dozen  nice  trout  from  Deugh  — W. 

Mitchell. 

Shin  (Inveran.  N.B.).— Owing  to  various  adverse 
circumstances,  sport  fell  off  considerably  during  the  past 
ten  days.  On  Monday,  last  week,  Sir  John  Ferguson 
Davie,  Bart.,  of  Greedy,  Devonshire,  landed  an  11-pounder 
on  Angus  Pool,  and  one  of  101b.  on  Cromarty.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Buxton  caught  a  silmon  weighing  221b. 
on  Piper  Pool,  and  on  Thursday  an  8-pounder  on  Fir  Dam. 
There  was  a  pretty  heavy  lainfall  on  Monday  this  week, 
and  a  better  report  is  consequently  expected  for  next 
week. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— Some  rain  has  fallen  over  the 
South  of  Scotland  since  last  week's  report,  but  the  rivers 
did  not  rise  above  2in.  or  3in,  By  the  end  of  the  week  all 
the  waters  will  be  as  low  as  ever,  and  no  successful  angling 
wiU  be  had  until  the  livers  are  in  spate.  Sea  trout  are 
running  slowly  in  the  firth,  and  up  to  the  present  the 
season  has  been  an  extraordinary  poor  one  in  the  Sol  way. 
Sea  trout  like  hot  weather  when  migrating,  and  we  have 
had  no  warm  weather  this  season.  To-day  a  change 
for  the  better  has  set  in,  and  it  is  likely  to  continue 
now,  if  the  barometer  can  be  relied  upon.  The  best 
sport  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  at  present 
being  had  on  the  Ayrshire  Lochs.  Last  week  Mr. 
Timpany,  of  Liverpool,  who  has  been  staying  at  the 
Eglinton  Hotel,  Dalmellington,  killed  nearly  300  yellow 
trout  with  fly.  A  number  of  other  English  and  Scotch 
visitors  have  been  doing  very  well  on  this  loch.  Mr. 
Gray  of  Rothesay  fished  the  loch  for  four  or  five  days  last 
week,  and  he  killed  180  yellow  trout.  Anglers  from  the 
south  will  find  comfortable  quarters  at  the  Eglinton 
Hotel,  and  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Macdonald,  who  is  an 
angler  himself,  is  always  obliging  and  ready  to  give  his 
advice.  The  angling  is  free  to  all  on  Loch  Doon.  There 
is  another  hotel  in  the  village  of  Dalmellington.  Mr. 
G.  A.  Shanks  killed  twenty-six  yellow  trout  on  this 
loch  on  Saturday.  Mr.  T.  D.  Kerr  had  fifteen  on  the 
same  day.  Saturday  was  very  cold,  and  trout  were 
not  rising.  Mr.  Pringle  killed  twenty.  On  the  Annan 
there  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  sport,  and  nothing 
is  expected  to  be  done  until  July,  when  the  herling  are 
due.  On  the  upper  waters  of  the  Nith  a  few  small  catches 
have  been  had.  Out  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Scaur,  below 
Thornhill,  a  number  of  trout  were  taken  last  week  with 
worm,  on  Stewart  tackle;  and  the  Euchan  water  also 
afforded  a  few  trout.  On  the  Ken  of  Galloway 
the  waters  were  very  clear  last  week,  and  several 
rods  from  New  Galloway  and  Dairy  had  some 
fair  fishing  in  the  evenings,  but  the  trout  were 
generally  small.  On  Loch  Dungeon  one  rod  killed  seventy. 
On  Monday  another  rod  had  twenty-four  yellow  trout  on 
Loch  Barscob.  Another  loch  which  does  pretty  well  is 
Lochinvar  of  Dairy.  Several  rods  have  been  out  on  this 
loch,  but  owing  to  the  cold  weather  of  last  week  the  trout 
were  not  rising  at  all  freely.  Two  or  three  rods  had  over 
a  dozen  good  fish.  Loch  Ken  has  not  been  affording  much 
sport  this  season,  a  spell  of  warm  weather  would,  however, 
greatly  improve  fishing.  From  the  other  rivers  of  the 
Border  district  very  little  is  being  done,  indeed,  quite  a 
number  of  anglers  have  laid  their  rods  aside  until  the 
waters  are  in  order.  Coarse  fish  are  still  on  the  increase, 
and  a  few  pike  have  been  seen  ia  the  pools  this  week.  In 
the  Esk  steps  are  about  to  be  taken  to  reduce  the  chub  by 
netting  them  out  of  the  lower  waters,  where  they  are 
particularly  numerous.  In  the  Annan  chub  have  also 
greatly  increased  of  late  years,  and  a  number  of  heavy 
ones  have  been  caught  by  the  rods.  It  is  held  that  an 
over  stock  of  chub  do  considerable  injury  on  the  salmon 
spawning  beds.— Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— The 
weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  much  warmer. 
Takes  of  trout  have  been  fairly  good  all  over  the  different 
reaches,  the  baskets  being  from  31b.  up  to  141b.  Most  of 
the  takes  have  been  killed  with  the  artificial  fly  during 
the  evening,  and  more  especially  towards  the  dusky 
shades  of  night,  bat  not  a  few  have  been  got  vpith  worm 
and  creeper  in  the  early  morning  From  Ormiston  March 
(where  begins  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe's  property)  down  to 
Teviot  Bridge,  a  stretch  of  nsarly  four  miles,  the  trout 
fishing  is  free  on  Teviot,  not  even  a  ticket  required,  or  any 
licence  whatever;  while  on  the  Tweed,  from  Kelso  down- 
wards, there  is  also  fully  three  miles  of  water  free  for 
trout  anglers.  Little  or  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way 
of  sabnon  fishing  during  the  past  week,  although 
a  few  rods  have  been  out,  only  one  fish  has  been 
killed,  and  that  was  got  by  Mr.  William  Tait. 
fisherman,  on  the  Bamff  Mill  water,  weighing  nearly  81bi 
Amongst  those  who  have  got  baskets  of  trout  in  the  Kelso 
district  dmiag  the  past  week  are  ;  Mr.  James  Steel,  on 
the  Tweed  and  Teviot,  on  Mondiy,  with  worm  and 
creeper,  had  a  very  fine  basket  of  141b.,  including  two 
trout  of  lib.  each,  and  one  of  Ijlb.  Mr.  John  Maxwell 
had  some  61b.  of  fine  trout  with  the  same  lures.  Early  on 
Tuesday  morning  Mr.  John  Mercer,  on  the  Teviot,  had  a 
very  fine  dish  of  SJlb. ;  while  during  the  week  Mr. 
Charles  Farquharson  has  had  baskets  of  from  31b.  up  to 
6Jlb.,  mostly  with  fly.  Mr.  Oldham,  on  both  streams, 
has  been  equally  fortunate,  killing  baskets  of  from  41b.  up 
to  71b.  and  81b.,  and  one  of  101b.  on  Monday  last.  On 
Teviot,  Mr.  James  Affleck  had  ojlb.  on  Saturday;  Mr. 
Robert  Affleck,  sen.,  one  dish  of  41b.,  including  one  tront 
of  lib. ;  Mr.  R.  Grieves,  on  Tweed,  3|lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Wright, 
on  Teviot,  61b. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Shiell,  on  Tweed,  61b.  ;  Mr. 
Geo.  Thompson,  on  Tweed,  71b.  ;  all  with  worm.  On  the 
Eden  (five  miles  from  Kelso),  Mr.  A.  Steel,  jun.,  had 
4Jlb. ;  Mr.  T.  Wright,  6Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Jas.  Thompson, 
4ib.  On  the  Border  tributaries,  too,  takes  have  been 
most  satisfactory.  On  Wednesday  last  the  Morebattle 
and  Hownam  Farmers'  Club  held  their  annual  competi- 
tion. Weather  not  as  good  as  could  be  wished,  but 
fifteen  capital  baskets  weighed-in.  Prizes  as  follows! 
Club  prizes:  1st,  Mr.  S.  W.  Moscrip,  Illb.  ISoz. ;  2nd, 
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Mr.  R.  Patterson,  101b. ;  best  dozen,  Mr.  R.  B.  Moacrip  ; 
best  half  dozen,  Mr.  Lnnbam ;  best  trout.  Dr.  Curne. 
The  special  prize  winners  were  :  1st,  Mr.  Alexander  Lillie, 
91b.  looz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  James  Cuthbert,  81b.  loi^oz.  ;  3rd, 
Mr.  Thomas  Cairns,  Sib.  7ioz. ;  4th,  Mr.  Thomas 
Yens,  81b.  loz.  ;  5th,  Mr.  J.  Reid,  jun.  ;  Cth,  Mr.  J. 
Turnbdl;  7th,  Mr.  R.  Lees;  8th,  Mr.  W.  P.  LUIie ;  9th, 
Mr.  J.  Reid,  sen.  The  Morebattle  Working  Men's  Club 
held  their  thirty-first  annual  competition  on  Saturday 
last.  Weather  fairly  favourable,  and  upwards  of  twenty 
baskets  weighed-in.  The  following  were  the  prize  takers  : 
let,  Mr,  S.  W.  Moscrip,  161b.  loz.  (Mr.  Moscrip  in  one 
week  bringing  off  the  double  event,  having  won  the  first 
prize  in  both  competitions) ;  2nd,  Mr.  T.  Kennedy, 
131b.  loz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  A.  Armstrong,  111b.  8oz.  ;  4th,  Mr. 
John  Currie,  91b.  lOoz. ;  5th,  Mr.  G.  C.  Scott,  91b.  7oz. ; 
6th,  Mr.  George  Dickson,  91b.  OJoz. ;  7th,  Mr.  W. 
Lunham  (best  dozen),  31b.  3oz. ;  Dr.  Currie  (best  half 
dozen),  lib.  lloz. ;  best  trout,  Mr.  R.  Walsh,  6Joz. ;  next 
best  dozen,  Mr.  John  Pender,  21b.  5cz.  ;  next  best  half 
dozen,  Mr.  J.  Reid,  jnn.j  lib.  7oz.  The  Berwickshire 
clubs  are  now  finishing  their  competitions  for  the  season. 
The  Duns  Club  held  their  annual  on  the  Whitadder  and 
streams.  Prize  takers :  1st,  Mr.  John  Whitehead, 
61b.  8oz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  J.  Davidson,  61b. ;  3rd,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Lawrie,  51b. ;  4th,  Mr.  A.  M'Inroy,  81b.  lOioz. ;  5th,  Mr. 
W.  Purves,  31b.  3oz. ;  6th,  Mr.  D.  Feeney,  31b.  loz.  ;  7th, 
Mr.  Robert  Martin,  31b. ;  8th,  Mr.  J.  K.  Anderson, 
21b.  15o2. ;  9th,  Mr.  James  Kirkcaldy,  21b.  13oz. ;  10th, 
Mr.  W.  Duff,  21b.  9oz. ;  others  down  to  lib.  14oz. ;  best 
dozen,  Mr.  A.  G.  Thompson,  31b.  6Joz. ;  heaviest  trout, 
Mr.  J.  Whitehead,  12Joz.  Longformacus  Club  :  Ist,  Mr. 
John  Rodgers,  111b.  8§oz.,  also  best  dozen  (.31b.  ll|oz.), 
half  dozen  (21b.  6Joz.),  and  best  trout  (8|oz.) ;  2nd, 
Mr.  A.  Erskine,  111b.  SJoz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  W.  Erskine, 
101b.  9ioz. ;  4th,  Mr.  W.  Patterson,  61b.  ^oz.  ;  5th,  Mr. 
R.  Playfair,  41b.  2joz. ;  others  down  to  21b.  4oz.  On  the 
Tweed  and  Teviot  the  ciusade  against  the  pike  still  con- 
tinues, and  since  my  last  notes  Mr.  F.  Stephani  has  had 
four  more  of  these  fish,  weighing  from  21b.  up  to  141b. 
The  latter  was  cut  up  in  my  presence,  and  a  part  of  the 
contents  of  its  stomach  was  a  partly  digested  trout 
which  must  have  at  least  been  nearly  21b.  weight,  two 
others  of  fully  Jib.  each,  and  four  salmon  smolts  of  fully 
7in.  long,  besides  other  refuse  that  could  not  be  determined 
upon.  Trout  angling  in  the  Galashiels  district  is  good. 
Several  large  trout  have  been  killed  lately.  On  Thursday 
evening  last  week  a  Selkirk  angler,  on  the  Tweed,  at  Yair, 
had  a  beauty  of  41b.  weight  with  fly  ;  one  of  31b.,  and  one 
of  21b.  4oz.  was  also  captured  last  week-end.  On  Friday 
morning,  same  week,  another  Selkirk  angler  had  a  grand 
dish  of  131b.  from  the  Tweed ;  a  Galashiels  WaJtonian, 
one  of  71b.,  including  one  trout  of  IJlb.  All  these  takes 
were  got  with  worm  and  creeper  in  the  morning,  but  a  few 
fish  were  killed  with  fly  at  night.  In  the  Selkirk  district 
one  angler,  on  the  Ettrick,  has  had  a  dish  of  131b. ;  whila 
just  below  Selkirk,  on  the  Tweed,  two  common  yellow 
trout,  of  31b.  and  2^1b.,  have  also  been  captured  during  the 
last  ten  days.  The  salmon  net  fishings  on  the  Tweed  are 
not  as  yet  very  productive,  and  the  total  yield  of  salmon  is 
less  than  what  it  was  last  year  at  the  same  time.  Trout, 
however,  are  coming  to  hand  more  steadily. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels,  Private 
Water.). — I  am  glad  to  say  the  fishing  has  improved  for 
the  past  week,  and  everything  promises  good  sport  now. 
On  .June  5  Mr.  Ratclifie  killed  a  splendid  salmon  weighing 
14^1b.,  and  lost  two  fine  fish.  On  the  6th,  Mr.  Timlin 
killed  a  fine  grilse ;  and  on  the  7th  Mr.  J.  Kingley  killed  a 
salmon  weighing  141b.,  and  lost  another  good  fish. — 
Manager. 

Barrow  (South  of  Ireland.).— Recently  trout 
fishing  was  prime  on  this  river,  the  record  fish — a 
6-pounder — having  been  killed  the  other  day  by  Mr.  John 
Ralph,  below  Graigne  Bridge.  Mr.  Kane-Smith,  Mr. 
Chatterton,  and  Mr.  Dawson  are  credited  with  notable 
takes  of  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— The  heavy  rain  of  Sunday 
last  has  brought  this  river  into  heavy  flood ,  which  will 
take  some  days  .to  settle  down.  Previous  to  that  some 
nice  fish  were  taken  on  the  different  fisheries.  On  the 
Ballyduff  water,  Mr.  Harris  had  three,  121b.,  111b.,  71b.; 
C.  T.  Boosey,  one,  91b  ;  G.  C.  Bocsay,  one,  71b. ;  and 
Mr.  S.  Haynes,  on  the  5th  inst. ,  a  beauty  of  20Jlb.  On 
MccoUop  fishery  some  nice  fish  have  also  been  taken  from 
91b.  to  151b.  The  Duke  of  Devonshii-e,  who  ariived  at 
Lismore  last  week,  had  also  good  sport,  landing  two  nice 
fish  his  first  day. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyle. — Notwithstanding  the  bad  weather  here,  fishing 
was  fairly  good,  although  not  up  to  week  previous. 
Lough  Gara  is  still  doing  well,  and  several  good  baskets 
were  got  by  different  anglers,  but  I  have  not  seen  a  better 
lot  than  Col.  Echalaz  had  on  Monday,  June  6,  two  nearly 
41b.  each,  one  well  over  61b.,  and  one  smaller.  R.  Grimes 
had  for  his  week  tneaty-one  fish  off  Gara;  Mr.  Fenwick 
also  had  very  good  sport.  Mr.  Neary  got  five  on  Arrow 
early  part  of  5th  inst. ;  Mr.  Barlow  had  a  good  many  oft' 
Moyburg,  but  fish  on  it  are  small,  none  over  21b. ,  and  only 
averaging  |lb.  Lough  Gara  promises  well  for  the  autumn 
fishing,  as  they  are  free  rising  fish  to  the  artificial  fly,  and 
being  so  numerous  now,  that  a  visit  will  well  repay  the 
anxious  piscator. — G.  Taylok. 

Corrito  (Galwayj.— The  Corrib  is  in  better  order  for 
salmon  fishing.  The  run  of  spring  fish  is  now  over. 
Amongst  those  out  were  Mr.  N.  Colien,  Mr.  A.  Jesson, 
Mr.  D.  MiUer,  Mr.  B.  Miller,  Mr.  Lees-Knowles,  M.P., 
who  had  from  four  to  seven  fish  each.  Early  in  the  week 
a  threatensd  thunderstorm  did  a  lot  of  harm  to  angline-. — 
J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Blackwater  and  Ballin- 
derry  are  toning  down  after  the  floods  of  last  week.  Bait 
fishers  made  some  good  captures  on  both  rivers.— J,  A,  B. 
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Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Stormy  and 
unsettled  weather  since  last  report.  Water  discoloured 
and  rialng  for  the  past  few  days.  Mr.  H.  Seton-Karr, 
M.P.,  took  one  salmon,  weighing  17Ib.,  and  a  grilse  of 
01b.  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  E.  A.  Rilli  and  a  number 
of  other  anglers,  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belleek, 
for  the  past  four  or  five  evenings,  on  the  Erne,  hive  taken 
many  fine  trout,  one  of  them,  6Jlb.,  taken  by  Mr.  Ralli. 
On  Lough  Erne  some  heavy  trout  were  taken  with  the  May 
Fly  since  last  report,  some  of  91b.  weight  being  taken,  Com- 
mander May,  Capt.  Wilding,  Capt.  Chetwode,  and  Mr. 
Wells  being  amongst  the  most  successful  anglers.  Dr.  E. 
Aiken  took  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  1st  inst. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

!Lee  (co.  Cork). — Twenty-four  hours'  continued  rain 
on  Sunday  has  brought  the  river  into  a  state  of  flood  ;  but 
it  is  getting  into  nice  fishing  order  to-day  (Wednesday), 
and  we  tope  to  have  a  good  return  of  fish  for  next  issue. 
On  Monday  the  trout  anglers  had  some  exceptionally  fine 
baskets,  taken  chiefly  with  worm,  one  rod  having  forty- 
nine  trout  from  Jib.  to  IJlb. ;  all  killed  on  the  Lee,  near 
Inniscarra. — William  Haynes  and  Sox. 

Lough  Arrow  (Andresna). — The  weather  was  very 
Btcrmy  during  the  past  week.  Notwithstanding,  we  had 
excellent  sport.  On  Thursday,  Capt.  Watkins  had  three 
fish,  one  of  which  weighed  6Jlb.  On  5th,  J.  Ganniug 
had  five,  one  41b.  and  one  4jlb.  ;  Capt.  Leit  had  three, 
5 Jib.,  3Jlb.,  and  41b. ;  Geo.  Acheson,  five  (largest,  41b.)  ; 
Mr.  Neary,  five  (largest,  51b.).  Capt.  Leit  had  from  three 
to  five  fish  every  day.  Monday  he  had  four  splendid  fish, 
and  lost  one,  after  about  ten  minutes'  play,  which  he  says 
was  more  than  101b.  Fish  are  taking  the  dap  and  artificial 
well. — Geo.  Acheson. 

IiOUgh  Conn  (Cloghans). — Dr.  Kirton  got  a  hand- 
some basket  of  trout,  largest  8Jlb. ;  Dr.  Carpenter  got 
one  salmon,  161b.,  and  seven  trout,  averaging  IJlb.  ;  Col. 
E  wing  got  two  salmon,  one  161b. ,  and  one  121b. ;  Mr.  Troop 
got  six  trout,  averaging  IJlb.,  along  with  a  salmon  of  71b.  ; 
Mr.  Welles  got  two  salmon,  one  121b.,  and  one  101b.,  and 
lost  three  others  rea'dy  for  net ;  Mr.  Tickle  got  two  salmon , 
121b.  and  141b.,  and  a  handsome  basket  of  trout,  averaging 
lib.  ;  Dr.  Pitts  got  twenty-seven  trout  in  three  dajs  ; 
Mr.  Ford,  in  three  days,  got  twenty-four  trout,  averaging 
IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Pike,  in  two  days,  got  fourteen  trout,  averag- 
ing lib.  ;  Mr,  Gilliag  got  one  silmon.  71b. ;  Mr.  Keeling 
got  two  salmon,  51b.  and  71b.  Mr.  Tickle,  on  the  3rd, 
got  a  trout  of  9Jlb. — Tom  Clarke. 

Lough  Corrib  (Cong).— Col.  Bridges  and  Mr. 
Coventry,  staying  at  the  Carlisle  Arms,  are  getting  good 
sport  for  the  past  week.  On  Friday  Col.  Bridges  got  two 
pike,  one  91b.,  and  one  131b.;  two  trout,  61b.  On 
Saturday,  three  trout,  101b.;  Mr.  Cooke,  one  silmon, 
161b.— O'D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville.)  —  Sport  among 
salmon  is  improving,  but  angling  has  been  confined  to 
local  professionals,  who  have  had  a  dozen  salmon  during 
the  week.  A  dozen  white  trout  have  been  had,  averaging 
21b.  The  clitnatic  conditions  are  now  favourable,  and 
peal  and  sea  trout  are  coming  up  in  good  numbers  since 
Friday.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur,  co.  Galway).— The  fishing 
here  in  the  past  fortnight  has  broken  the  record,  at  least, 
as  far  as  fly  fishing  is  concerned.  Major  Elton,  Capt. 
Damston,  the  Messrs.  Bnnbnry,  Mr.  Aliington,  Mr.  M. 
Causland,  and  a  lot  of  ethers,  out  from  Mount  Gable 
Hotel,  made  big  baskets.  Mr.  Bunbury,  London,  to  his 
own  rod,  June  5,  killed  twelee  fish  on  the  fly,  weighing 
191b.— J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Slelvin  (Lower  Beaches,  Einlough 
End). — A  good  deal  of  rain  has  fallen  during  past  week. 
Waltcuims  were  out  in  good  numbers  from  Kiolough  and 
Bundoran.  Catches  too  numerous  for  separate  mention. 
Among  the  trout,  baskets  averaged  from  two  to  three 
dozen  gillaroo  and  brown  trout,  many  of  them  scaling 
from  lib.  to  41b.  A  good  stock  of  grilse  is  now  in  the 
lake.  Several  were  landed  during  the  week  from  51b.  to 
71b.  Weather  conditions  look  promising.  — P.  Gallagher. 

Lough  Melvin. — Mr.  J.  Pool  landed  a  fine  fresh  rua 
salmon  of  lOJlb.  on  this  lake,  on  June  3  ;  Mr.  J.  Mulhern 
took  another  on  the  4th  of  8|lb.  Excellent  trout  fishing 
was  enjoyed  generally  on  this  late  since  last  report. — M. 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).- 
Sport  has  fallen  away.  No  visitors  staying  at  the  hotels 
have  had  any  sport,  but  locil  fishermen  have  had  from  a 
dozen  to  two  dozen  good  trout  daily. — T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone). — A  heavy  flood  swept  the  Llourne  on  Sunday, 
and  as  the  nets  were  off  a  fine  run  of  salmon  ard  white 
trout  got  up  to  these  rfaehes ;  but  as  the  river  is  only 
settling  none  have  been  kUled  yet.  Mr.  Rodgers  had  excel- 
lent trouting,  and  also  local  men.  Intending  anglers 
should  soon  visit  here. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — 
The  river  for  part  of  the  week  was  not  in  good  order, 
owing  to  the  high  wind  and  unsettled  weather-  generally. 
Mr.  Radcliffe,  one  silmon  on  the  Imperial  Hotel  water, 
14Jlb.,  and  lost  another  through  his  line  breaking;  he 
was  got  in  the  nets  with  fly  in  his  upper  jaw,  161b.  Mr. 
Percy,  two  grilse,  91b. ;  Lord  Chief  Justice  Walker,  one 
salmon,  1  lib.  ;  Mr.  Hammond,  one  salmon,  13Jlb.  They 
are  getting  some  grilse  on  the  Lough,  and  trout  are  rising 
freely.  Good  sport  expected  next  week  with  grilse,  as  the 
river  is  sure  to  be  in  good  trim.  Sea  trout  are  showing 
well  now  on  the  lower  pools. — Pat  Heaenes, 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Southerly 
winds  ;  water  in  good  order ;  grilse  are  beginning  to  run. 
Mr.  Millssn  hooked  a  fish  and  rose  another  on  the  6th. 
Mr.  Caery  hooked  a  few  fish  during  the  week.  Trout 
fishers  at  Runagry  Lodge  are  doing  fairly  well. — John 
Devers. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Capt. 
Gartside-Tipping,  of  Derry  Castle,  Killaloe,  had  a  rare 
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good  day's  fishing  this  week.  Anghng  on  Major  Traherne's 
preserves  on  Saturday,  attended  by  Pat.sy  Ryan  and  W. 
Fogarty,  he  killed  four  new  salmon  of  the  following 
weights:  321b.,  321b.,  231b.,  and  151b.  ;  total,  1021b.  On 
May  5,  Patsy  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty  landed,  on  same 
water,  two  fish,  211b.  and  141b.  May  6th,  Mr.  W.  Young, 

D.  L.,  creeled,  on  his  preserves,  two  grilse  ;  and  one  of  tig 
fishermen,  W.  Malone,  killed,  on  the  Isle  Rue  beat,  a  fine 
river  trout  of  41b.  The  Rev.  Mervyn  Archdale  got  two 
handsome  grilse.  A  few  other  grilse  have  been 
taken  by  other  rods.  The  weather  has  now  become 
more  genial,  and  we  all  look  forward  to  enjoying  more 
than  average  sport  for  some  weeks  to  come.  Will  it  be 
believed  that  a  second  crop  of  Green  Drake  hive  honoured 
us  with  their  presence  on  Lough  Derg  ?  Such,  however, 
is  the  fact.  The  storm  which  had  prevailed  for  two  or 
three  weeks  on  the  lake  had  sent  the  first  rise  of  the  fly  to 
the  right  about,  but  directly  the  mild  weather  set  in  they 
have  come  "up"  as  strong  as  before.  Mr.  A.  W. 
Cotham's  total  bag  on  the  lake,  to  which  I  referred  last 
week,  has  amounted  to  120  brown  and  gillaroo  trout, 
aggregating  3001b. — the  best  record  for  over  forty  years 
on  Lough  Uerg.  AU  the  fish  were  taken  on  the  dap. — 
S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  H. 
Hodges  kUled,  3rd,  one  peal,  2 Jib.  On  Prospect,  Capt. 
Moon  killed,  3rd,  one  salmon,  141b.,  and  one  peal,  -316.; 
6th,  two  salmon,  101b.,  lOJlb.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  N.  H. 
Illingworth  killed,  Ist,  one  peal,  31b. ;  2nd,  one  peal,  4Ib  , 
and  one  salmon,  14 Jib.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill  killed,  4':h,  one  salmon,  141b.  On  the  Castle 
fishery,  Mr.  T.  M.  Wormald  killed,  2nd,  one  salmon,  lOJlb.  ; 
6th,  two  salmon,  IGlb.,  211b.    On  the  sane  water,  Mrs. 

E.  T.  Ingham  killed,  3rd,  one  salmon,  lOJlb.  ;  4th,  one 
salmon,  14Jlb. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — No 
anglers  have  been  out  since  last  repDrt.  Waters  in  good 
order  from  recent  rain.  White  trout  are  now  coming  up, 
but  iu  rather  limited  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— Since  my  last 
repjrt  dapping  with  the  Green  Drake  has  been  s'eadily  «n 
the  decline,  except  on  Lough  Derravaragh,  where  good 
spoit  has  been  enjoyed.  There  is  s  ill  a  plentiful  supply  of 
the  nitural  insect,  but  the  fish  seem  to  be  well  nigh  tired 
of  it,  and  very  probably  are  beginning  to  turn  their 
attention  to  the  perch  fry,  which  should  be  nearly  hatched 
out  by  this  time.  On  Friday  last  my  boat  (two  rods)  had 
nine  trout  on  Lough  Owel  (largest,  41b.).  On  5th,  Mr. 
Meares  and  comrade,  six  fish,  121b.,  and  so  on. — T.  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 
Deal  (The  Pier).— On  the  opening  day  of  the  present 

week  the  water  was  beautifully  clear,  but  pier  results 
proved  very  disappoint'ng.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  WaddeU  fished 
for  several  hours  during  early  morning,  but  only  took  a 
score;  while  later  in  the  day  Messrs.  Horncastle,  Curtiss, 
Gray,  and  Bowles,  had  each  to  be  content  with  a  smaller 
number.  Mr.  Igglesden  and  Mr.  Dodd  had  a  score  and  a 
half  of  good  dats,  in  a  boat ;  and  Mr.  Litchfield  and  Mr. 
Clarke,  with  their  boatman,  made  a  mixed  catch  of  seven 
score  and  nineteen.  Bottom  fishing  proved  very  slow  on 
Mcniay,  the  day's  take  only  amounting  to  about  two 
score,  but  Mr.  Litchfield  took  eight  pollack  and  Mr. 
Igglesden  four,  the  largest  fish  scaling  lib.  12oz.,  and  the 
smallest  7oz.  Mr.  Rey,  fishing  near  the  Goodwin  Sands, 
had  seven  score  of  good  sized  whiting.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Knott  landed  eight  pollack,  Mr.  Gilbertson  two,  and 
Surgeon-General  Paske  one ;  but  scarcely  anything  was 
taken  from  the  bottom,  although  Dr.  Coates,  Mr.  T.  R. 
Sachs,  Mr.  Gilbertson,  and  several  other  skilful  anglers, 
fished  patiently  for  several  hours.  The'  wind  changed 
suddenly  to  the  north- eist  early  on  Wednesday  morning, 
and  the  day's  results  proved  extremely  poor.  Not  a  rise 
could  be  got  from  a  pollack,  although  the  water  remained 
very  clear,  and  half  a  score  of  dabs  and  a  few  pouting 
made  up  the  day's  catch. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Eastbourne. — Only  few  flat  fish  are  being  had  off  here 
jast  now.  Off  Bolderbank  or  near  Langney  Ptiat  there 
are  plenty  of  small  dabs  and  whiting  to  be  had.  I  hear 
that  one  pirty  oft'  the  rooks  (three  or  four  miles  out) 
had  a  cod  and  nice  lot  of  whiting  pout.  Prospjcts  seem  to 
be  good.  Sea  cilm,  and  weather  faiily  settled. — .1,  W. 
Soddy  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Capital  sport  has  been  the  result  of  both 
amateur  and  professional  fishermen's  work  during  the  past 
week.  The  weather  has  been  perfect.  It  has  driven  the 
mackerel  closer  inshore,  and  they  can  be  taken  whiffing  in 
the  Sound.  Rod  fishermea  have  been  equally  lucky  from 
off  the  different  piers  and  jetties.  One  gentleman  had  a 
good  basket  of  pollack,  poating,  plaice,  and  mullet  as  the 
result  of  one  and  a  half  hours'  fishing  off  the  promenade 
pier.  We  have  very  good  reports  from  around  the  Cornish 
coast.  A  gentleman  fishing  off  Soilly  had  a  skate  which 
turned  the  sciles  at  1561b., as  well  as  severallarge  pollack, 
— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


Will  correspondents  please  note  that  six  o'clock  on 
Thursday  evening  is  the  latest  time  for  receiving  reports 
from  clubs,  rivers,  &c.  ?  By  so  doing  it  will  save  annoy- 
ance to  those  who  send  "late,"  and  wonder  why  their 
information  has  not  lean  inserted. 


A  Go  As-YOC-rLEASE  TovRNAMEST  for  a  distance  of  Ave  or  six 
hvmdreil  miles  would,  no  doubt,  attract  greit  attention  among-st 
pedestrians.  Feats  of  endurance  which  call  forth  worthy 
emulation  have  the  effect  of  improving  the  physical  standard  of 
our  youDg  men.  They  learn  that  the  traimng  requisite  demands 
cleanliness,  sobriety,  and  regular  living,  as  the  tirst  essentials  of 
success.  This,  cf  comse,  teaehes  the  lesson  that  HoUoway's 
Pills  and  Ointment  are  rapid  aids  for  lirlnging  a  man  into  tha 
pink  of  condition.  They  strengthen  the  constitution,  purify  the 
blood,  promote  digestion,  and  cleanse  the  stomach.  Tbe  Ointment 
disperses  stiffness  of  the  joints,  and  makes  the  muscles  like  steel 
in  their  strength  ard  flexibiUty. 
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June  12.   

Crown  and  Baokland  :  Annual  dinner. 
Hoxton  Brotbers :  Annual  dinner. 
Origin il  Alexandra  ;  Annual  dinner. 
St.  Thomas  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
June  13. 

Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
June  14. 

Good  Intent :  Distribution. 

North  London  i  Visit. 
June  15. 

Albion  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

Jubilee  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

West  Green  :  Smoking  concert, 
June  16. 

B.S.A.S. :  Paper  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker. 

Olive  Branch  :  Smoking  concert. 

West  Loudon  :  Annual  dinner. 
June  18. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  :  Concert  and  distribution. 


June  19.—. 


19, 
19.- 
19." 
19.- 
19.- 
19.- 
19.- 
19.- 
19.- 
19.- 
19.- 

19.  - 

20.  - 

21.  - 

22.  - 

23.  - 
27.- 
29.- 


-Allason  United :  Match. 
-Amicable  Waltonians  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
-Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlo  rr. 
-Duke  cf  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
-Earlsfield :  Outing. 

-Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
—Lincoln  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
-North  Lambeth :  Match  at  Burnham. 
-Phcpnix  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
-Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Langley. 
-St.  John's  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
-Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Match. 
-Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Visit. 
-PhcBQix  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
-Iziak  Walton  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
-Hoxton  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
-Amicable  Waltonians  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
-Brompton  ;  Annual  dinner. 


Efpotts  from  Clubs 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Cldb 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers' Association,  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  E.G.— The  monthly  Finance  Committee  meeting 
■will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  June  13,  at  7.30  ; 
and  the  General  Committee  at  8.30. — E.  Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (Southern 
District).— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  at 
the  Oapham  Junction  A.S.,  The  Clarence,  Wiustanley- 
road,  Clapham  Junction,  on  Tuesday,  7th  inst.,  when  the 
following  clubs  were  represented  :  Battersea  Pisoatorials, 
Clapham  Junction,  North  Lambeth,  Peckham  Brothers, 
St.  Albans,  and  South  London.— E.  Bowles. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.— 
We  again  had  a  full  complement  of  members  present  on 
the  8th,  when  letters  from  Messrs.  Wilson,  Kickards, 
Deane,  Clarke,  &c.,  were  read.  We  added  another 
member  and  another  prize,  and  several  applications  for 
membership  were  made. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-fields. — At  the  last  meeting 
Mr.  Lague  was  elected  a  working  member.  Mr.  Willie 
Ward  has  kindly  given  a  prize  "to  compete  for.  All 
members  requiring  privilege  tickets  are  requested  to  give 
in  their  names  at  once. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury.— We  had  a  good  meeting 
on  Wednesday  last.  Members  please  note  June  15  will 
be  quarterly  night.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
that  night  to  arrange  prize  list  and  other  business  of 
importance.— G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Gosw ell-road.— At  the  weekly 
meeting  of  the  above,  on  June  2,  the  committee  arranged 
for  the  first  outing  of  the  season  to  take  place  at  Amberley, 
on  June  19,  for  four  prizes;  all  members  to  go  by  first 
train ;  to  report  to  the  secretary  at  the  Houghton  Inn. 
Will  secretaries  please  note  date  of  our  A.B.S.  concert,  on 
J une  27,  so  as  to  avoid  clashing  ? — G.  Meery. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road.— On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  C. 
Cannar  was  elected  a  working  member,  and  Mr.  H. 
Hamilton  proposed.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
t9  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  for  his  report  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion meeting.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  revision  of 
rules  on  Wednesday,  June  22.— P.  W.  Martin. 

Battoraea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen  s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— The  first  match 
(for  four  good  prizes)  takes  place  on  June  26,  roving,  in 
the  Arun  (bank  only) ;  to  go  down  on  the  morning  of  the 
match.  The  train  for  Amberley,  on  June  12,  leaves 
Clapham  Junction  at  8.27.  Mr.  G.  S.  Ireland  was  elected 
a  working  member. — A.  Jenkixs. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Since  last  report 
we  have  nominated  two  working  members,  and  are  still 
open  for  more.  Will  members  attend  next  meeting  night 
to  receive  privilege  tickets,  which  are  in  hand,  and  also  to 
hear  report  of  committee  meeting  re  prizes,  &c.— T. 
Tringham. 


Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown 
Commercial-road,  Lambeth,  S.E.— I  wish  to  remind 
members  that  our  election  of  officers  for  ensuing  season 
are:  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse,  secretary  ;  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse 
and  Mr.  J.  Barker,  treasurers;  Mr.  Merrigold,  check 
secretary;  and  Mr.  R.  Green,  chairman.  Will  gentlemen 
of  committee  kindly  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange 
prize  list  ?  We  have  made  four  new  members,  and  shall 
ba  pleased  to  enrol  and  welcome  a  few  more  on  our  list. 
We  have  a  capital  prize  list  for  ensuing  season.  Secre- 
taries aud  brother  anglers  please  note  that  my  private 
address  is  31,  Waterloo  Bridge-road,  S.E.,  where  all 
communications  can  be  sent,  or  to  clubhouse.— James 
Wheelhouse. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall 
road.  Netting  Hill,  W.— Owing  to  the  death  of  the 
secretary's  wife,  on  May  25,  our  meeting  night  on  the  31st 
was  postponed  (ill  June  7,  when  members  showed  up  in 
great  force.  I  wish  to  thank  all  the  members  present  for  the 
kind  sympathy  they  tendered  me  in  my  sad  bereavement. 
Will  members  please  attend  next  meeting  night  to  pa«s  the 
dates  fixed  for  all  matches  for  the  season  ?  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  making  two  more  working  members  in  Messrs. 
Charles  Chapman,  sen.,  and  James  Lewis,  jun. — H. 
Dagworthy. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyly  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road. — Preparations  for  the  annual  dinner  are 
being  actively  pushed  forward,  June  29  being  the  dite  fixed. 
It  is  hoped  that  members  will  do  their  iitmost  to  make  this 
a  succsf  s.  The  new  privileges  will  be  ready  next  week.— C. 
Ash  by. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley-by-Bow.— Our  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  on  June  7,  Mr.  S.  Jones  in  the  chair,  who  ably 
handed  the  prizes  to  the  winners:  Messrs.  R.  Bennett, 
B.  Leese,  Tucker,  Thompson,  S.  Jones,  Papworth, 
and  others.  The  concert  was  a  great  success,  and 
I  heartily  thank,  on  behalf  of  the  club  and  myself,  the 
visiting  friends  for  their  company  on  that  evening,  which 
was  most  enjoyably  spent. — J.  Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heatk  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  June  7  there  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members,  and  it  was  arranged  for  the  first  prize  outing  to 
Harlow  on  June  19  for  ten  prizes  (pegged-down).  Further 
particulars  at  clubhouse.  The  annual  general  meeting 
takes  place  on  June  14  (election  of  treasurer  and  secretary 
for  the  ensuing  year),  at  8,30  p.m.  sharp;  roll-call  at 
10.30  p.m.  Since  last  report  we  have  made  three  working 
members. — P.  E,  Loft. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S,W. — 
At  our  last  meeting  we  made  six  more  new  members,  and 
nominated  five  more.  On  June  13  a  committee  meeting 
win  be  held  (at  9  o'clock),  to  arrange  prizes  for  our  first 
day's  outing,  and  other  business.  On  June  7  a  vi-.it  on 
both  lists  took  place  at  the  above  house,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  when  the  rolls  were  called  only  seven  clubs 
answered.  It  was  decided  that  we  should  go  off  the 
S.L.U.  List,  considering  we  have  attended  every  visit,  and 
only  get  poor  support  for  our  returns.  I  wish  to  thank 
those  gentlemen  who  kindly  supported  us  on  that  evening. 
■G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill,Clapham  Park-road  — Our  last  meeting  was  very  poorly 
attended.  I  have  written  for  privilege  tickets,  and  shall 
be  glad  to  receive  names  of  all  members,  together  with 
Is.  Id.,  who  wish  to  take  them  up  again  this  season.  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  receive  the  remaining  prizes  from 
different  members  next  Tuesday  evening,  as  we  wish  to  get 
the  list  completed  as  soon  as  possible.— S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  North 
London  A.S.,  held  at  the  Brt'wery  Tap  House,  HoUoway- 
road,  near  Highbury  Station,  on  Tuesday  next,  June  14. 
A  good  entertainment  will  be  provided. — P.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  Nortu- 
wold-road,_  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  June  7  members 
mustered  in  good  form,  and  several  items  of  important 
business  were  carried  through  satisfactorily.  Several 
working  and  honorary  members  were  made  and  proposed, 
also  several  prizes  arranged  for  the  first  day's  outing  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season.  All  members  who  desire 
Anglers'  Benevolent  or  privilege  cards  should  apply  at 
clubhouse  to  me,  either  by  letter  or  personally,  as  soon 
as  possible.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tues- 
day to  transact  important  business. — Thos.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— Will 

embers  oblige  by  attending  next  Tuesday,  as  I  am 
getting  the  prize  list  out  for  the  ensuing  season,  and  I 
shall  want  the  dates  for  the  matches  ?  Privilege  and 
A.B.S.  tickets  are  now  ready. — T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
CoUingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — On  June  7 
our  third  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  at  the  above.  Mr.  E.  Roberts,  president,  ofiiciated  as 
chairman,  assisted  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr. 
Fisher,  and  Mr.  Fordee.  Messrs.  Downs,  Beames,  Ball, 
Sorge,  and  Francis  were  the  most  successful  winners.  A 
number  of  prizes  were  offered  for  next  season,  amounting 
to  £21.  I  wish  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  those 
gentlemen  who  favoured  us  with  their  company  on  this 
occasion. — W.  Beames. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester-row, 
Westminster.— We  had  a  fair  attendance  on  Wednesday, 
June  8,  when  a  good  many  prizes  were  transmitted  for  the 
season.  Wednesday,  loth,  will  be  quarterly  night.— J. 
White. 

Dal^ton  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.- On  Tuesday,  the  7th,  our 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  the  principal 
recipients  being  Messrs.  A.  Maddams,  H.  Poore,  C. 
Pocock,  W,  Thompson,  T,  Thompson,  sen,,  S.  Wood, 


P.  Baldwin,  E.  D.  Mincher,  E.  Wild,  A.  Wild.  The 
evening,  as  usual,  was  spent  in  harmony,  and  some 
excellent  Eonga  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  C.  I'ocock  F 
Ashton,  A.  Lloyd,  G.  Davis,  S.  Moffett,  W.  Midson,'w! 
Thompson,  Henson,  Malby,  and  others.  A  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Members  who  require 
privilege  tickets  please  communicate  with  the  secretary.— 
S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.  —  Annual  supper  and 
distribution  on  Monday  last,  president  Clatworthy  in 
the  chair.  The  following  entertained  :  Fred  Cooper,  F. 
Steptoe,  Teddy  Barr  (the  veteran),  Dr.  Johnson,  Blind 
Boy,  Prof.  Atkinson's  legerdemain  entertainment.  The 
following  were  the  most  successful  winners  last  season  • 
Johnson,  Ellon,  Shores,  Brock,  Snell,  Ampleford,  &o. 
We  start  with  over  twenty  prizes  for  coming  year,  and 
those  members  and  friends  not  yet  paid  are  still  in  time. 
Specials  kindly  offered  by  Camden  Angling  Society, 
W.  Eaglestone,  J.  Hoare,  and  C.  Ward  (Bostonians)  ;' 
many  thanks.  All  members  requested  to  be  present) 
next  Wednesday,  as  business  of  serious  importancs  to 
the  society.  Every  member  please  make  a  point  of  being 
present. — H.  Brock. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway-road,  N. — On  June  2  two  new  members 
were  proposed,  and  several  important  matters  discussed. 
Correspondents  please  note  that  all  communications  should 
in  future  be  ssnt  to  the  hon.  secretary's  private  address, 
92,  Englefield-road,  N. — G.  Greg. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westboui-ne  Park,— On  June  19  we  fish 
our  first  match  of  the  season  at  Uxbridge  (roving) ;  usual 
conditions.  All  start  by  first  train  on  the  morning,— W, 
Ji/nkins, 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  High-road, 
Tottenham.— On  June  3  Mr,  T.  F.  Barlow  had  a  fine 
trout  of  51b.  3oz.,  which  the  society  is  having  put  up  with 
the  one  previously  caught  by  Mr.  C.  Baynton.  The  trout 
weighing  .31b.  loz.,  credited  in  error  to  Mr.  T.  Collier  last 
week,  was  caught  by  Mr.  T,  F,  Barlow.— W.  S.  Price, 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W,— We  had  a  very  good  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  and  have  a  very  good  prize  list  to  compete  for  in 
the  ensuing  season.  Our  outing  on  June  5  resulted  as 
follows:  First,  Mr.  Marter ;  second,  Mr.  Gathercole; 
third,  Mr.  Nicolai ;  fourth,  Mr.  Mathews.  The  first  and 
third  prizes  were  taken  by  new  members,  and  we  hope  to 
see  them  take  a  great  many  more  during  the  season.  Our 
next  outing  will  take  plac^  on  June  19.  Place  and  prizes 
to  be  arranged  at  our  next  meeting. — A.  T. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Notting  Hill.— Our  match  is  fixed  for  June  19. 
Our  host,  Mr.  Harry  Wade,  has  given  another  prize  to  be 
fished  for.  Last  Tuesday  was  the  end  of  the  quarter, 
when  we  had  a  large  attendance  of  members,  and  got 
through  a  lot  of  business.  The  officers  for  the  coming 
quarter  were  elected,  and  four  new  members  proposed. — 
6.  King. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling   Society,   Sir  Isaac 

Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— Will 
members  make  an  effort  to  come  up  next  Tuesday  ?  I  want 
to  get  out  the  prize  list,  and  cannot  do  so  until  the  prizes  are 
given.  There  are  several  members  who  have  not  ordered 
their  privilege  tickets,  and  they  must  tot  blame  the 
secretary  if  they  do  not  get  them  in  time.  Mr,  EUwis  is 
the  only  member  who  his  weighed-in  trout,  and  he  had 
three  nice  fish  on  Whit  Monday, — J.  B.  Lawford. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditoh. — My  members  will  lie  glad 
when  the  season  opens  for  their  spoit.  I  am  pleased  to 
say  the  prizes  are  coming  in  well  for  our  distribution, 
which  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next,  June  14. — R, 
Murphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — The  next 
Central  Association  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  above  society 
on  Monday,  June  20.  The  following  gentlemen  have 
promised  to  preside  during  the  evening :  Messrs.  W, 
Elsmore,  W.  J.  Wade,  T.  Crumplen,  C.  A,  Medcalfe, 
H.  Patman,  J.  Levine,  and  J.  Williams. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Basinghall-street,  E.C. — The  usual  weekly  gathering  of 
the  members  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  was  held  at 
Masons'  Hall  Tavern  on  June  7,  Mr.  C,  Bentley  in  the 
chair.  Several  members  reported  fairly  good  catches  at 
Chesham  ;  and  one  gentleman,  Mr.  Reeves,  who  fished  in 
private  water  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  of  last 
week,  got  a  grand  total  of  eighteen  and  a  half  brace, 
averaging  IJlb.  each,  which  he  graciously  distributed 
amongst  his  fellow  members.  A  vote  of  thanks  for  same 
was  passed.  The  usual  toasts  and  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chair  concluded  a  very  pleasant  evening. — Alex, 
Wright, 

Harcourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone. — We  had  a  very  busy  night 
on  Monday  last,  enrolling  new  members  and  altei'ing  some 
of  the  rules.  We  have  decided  to  have  one  day  in  the 
week  to  weigh-in  for  those  that  care  to  go  out  during  the 
week.  The  members  fixed  upon  Tuesday  as  the  best  day, 
so  that  Tuesday's  fish  will  weigh. — A.  E.  Pay'NE, 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  N. — Our  annual  general  meeting 
was  well  attended,  Mr.  C.  L.  Scholefield  in  the  chair,  and 
the  business  was  very  satisfactory.  Four  new  members 
were  enrolled,  a  capital  prize  list  for  the  forthcoming 
season  compiled,  and  last  year's  oflicers  were  re-elected, 
with  the  addition  of  Mr.  S.  Stone  on  the  committee.  Mr. 
Attwood  takes  the  post  of  hon.  treasurer  pro  tern.,  during 
the  dangerous  illness  of  Mr.  Rutherford.  Mr,  J.  B, 
Close  exhibited  two  trout,  taken  fly  fishing  in  the  society's 
Kennet  fishery,  and  everything  points  to  a  very  successful 
season.— E,  Wymer. 
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Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditoli.  —  Our  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  on  June  12,  at  the  Bull  Inn,  Ware,  and  the 
distribution  of  prizes  on  Thursday  evening,  June  23. — 
Johnny. 

Islingrton  Brothers  Anglingf  Society,  Myddle 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Our  concert  and  distribution 
of  prizes  was  a  success,  Mr.  G.  Holder  in  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Burwash,  vice-chair.  The  following  gentlemen 
contributed  to  the  harmony:  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  H.  Hall 
(recitation),  and  a  host  of  talent.  A  very  enjoyable  night 
was  spent.  During  the  interval  the  new  list  of  prizes 
was  made  up,  and  we  have  a  very  good  list  to  start  the 
new  season  with.  On  June  7  (Mr.  Burwash  in  the 
chair)  three  honorary  members  were  proposed,  and  one 
working  member.  I  hope  members  will  attend  on 
Tuesday  next  to  arrange  about  the  prizes.  —  J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingeland-road. — Members  will 
compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  June  19,  on  the 
Chelmer,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hatfield  Peveril. 
There  are  also  two  specials  to  be  fished  for  on  June  22, 
at  Shiplake.— H.  B. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Society,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  Goldhawk-road  Shepherd's  Bush. — At  a  well 
attended  meeting,  held  on  June  8,  it  was  arranged  to 
abolish  all  gross  weight  prizes,  the  heaviest  fish  of  each 
species  only  counting ;  lOs.  6d.  each.  The  meeting  nights 
were  altered  to  the  fivit  and  third  Wednesday  in  each 
month,  at  9.30.  A  sweepstake  competition  is  arranged 
for  the  19th  inst.,  at  Penton  Hook;  23.  6d.  each; 
train  7.58  from  Shepherd's  Bush.  Members  going  down 
by  bike,  &c.,  to  see  secretary  before  starting  fishing.  We 
have  a  few  vacancies  for  angling  members,  for  whom  par- 
ticulars can  be  had  at  above. — A.  B.  M. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road. — On  Wednesday  last  our 
special_  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  a  lot  of  business 
beneficial  to  the  club  got  through.  We  fish  for  seven 
good  prizes  at  Amberley  on  June  19.  Mr.  H.  Killick  and 
Mr.  Richardson  will  be  balloted  for  at  our  ne  it  meeting. 
— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— The  weather  has  been  favourable  for 
angling  since  Monday,  the  air  being  much  warmer, 
nd  the_  general  conditions  for  outdoor  sport  more 
Wicouraging,  but  no  reports  have  reached  me  for  a  week 
"  ast.  On  the  opening  date,  June  16th,  of  the  coarse  fish 
"eason  we  have  arranged  for  an  excursion  to  the  Eivington 
Reservoirs.  Some  prizes  will  be  put  up,  but  apart  from 
•hese  a  visit  to  such  magnificent  waters  will  be  a  real  treat, 
both  for  anglers  and  pleasure  ssekers.  The  water  area  of 
the  reservoirs  is  015  acres,  and  they  contain,  when  full, 
4,107,000,000  gallons.  The  Upper  Roddleswoith  is  well 
stocked  with  trout,  and  here  only  the  artificial  fly  is 
allowe(^  In  the  Lower  Roddlesworth  and  the  Kake 
Brook  Reservoirs  bait  fishing  is  permitted,  no  trout  to  be 
retained  if  less  than  8in.  long,  measured  from  eye  to  fork 
of  tail.  In  the  other  reservoirs,  Anglezark,  Yarrow 
(93ft.  deep),  and  Upper  and  Lower  Rivington,  there  are 
plenty  of  perch  of  very  fair  size,  and  the  bottom  or  bait 
fisher  should  ba  amply  repaid,  more  especially  if  he  can 
command  a  supply  of  minnows.  Trout  fishers  should  book 
to  Withnell,  angler's  fare,  Ss.  5d. ;  whilst  Horwich  (fare, 
2s.  9d.)_or  Heapy  (fare,  33.  Id.)  are  best  for  the  lower 
and  middle  waters.  Circulars  for  the  outing  will  of 
course  be  sent  to  members. — R.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation  Row.— At  the  weekly 
meeting  of  the  above  named  association,  held  at  the  above 
address  on  Monday  last,  it  was  decided  to  fish  the  first 
competition  of  the  season  on  June  19,  in  the  Shropshire 
Union  Canal,  at  MoUington.  Intending  compstitors  must 
travel  by  the  8.35  a.m.  train  from  Woodside  Station. 
James  Reynolds. 

Slaldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon.— The  past  week  has  been  good 
for  sport  with  whiting  pout.  Over  5000  have  been  taken 
with  rod,  line,  and  sprawl.  Messrs.  Rowley  Brothers 
have  had  some  excellent  sport;  also  Messrs.  Eavery 
Brothers,  H.  Hutchinson,  F.  Anderson,  Yorrick,  Bell, 
F.  Keen,  A.  Clark,  Hardy  Brothers,  Smith,  S.  Smee 
have  had  good  takes  of  these  fish.  On  June  6  Messrs. 
B^.  Sexton  and  son  captured  a  tine  sturgeon,  weighing 
1701b.,  7ft.  Sin.  in  length,  just  off  the  Maklon  Promenade. 
It  came  up  the  river  with  the  tide,  and  stayed  too  long, 
and  consequently  was  left  in  shallow  water  when  the  tide 
receded.  Mr.  Sexton  and  son  seeing  it,  killed  it  after 
some  difiSculty,  and  it  was  afterwards  exhibited  in  the 
town.  On  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Wright,  a  Maldon  fisherman, 
caught  a  fine  dog  fish,  weighing  about  Jcwt.,  whilst  trawl- 
mg  off  Bradwell.  The  latter  fish  has  been  sent  up  for 
preservation.  Those  who  wish  for  good  sport  with  the 
waiting  pout  should  go  down  the  Maldon  river  as  far  as 
The  Doubles  and  Latchingdon  Hole,  where  good  sport 
may  with  certainty  be  had.  Boats  and  bait  for  the  sport 
may  be  had  from  Messrs.  A.  Clark  and  J.  Tracy  at  very 
reasonable  prices.  The  prizes  in  connection  with  the  M. 
and  H.  A.S.  will  be  distributed  on  June  18,  when  a 
smoking  conceit  will  be  held.  Members  and  friends  are 
kindly  invited.  London  anglers  wishing  for  tickets  to  the 
Lapgford  Fishery  will  kindly  apply  to  F.  Keen,  26, 
Spital-road,  Maldon;  or  G.  Wrake,  lessee,  White  Lion 
Inn,  Maldon.— F.  Keen. 

Medway  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Hart-street, 
Maidstone.— The  above  club  will  hold  a  smoking  concert 
on  Saturday,  June  18,  commencing  at  8  p.m.  Also  an 
open  match,  pegged-down,  on  the  following  day,  June  19, 
u-om  Farleigh  Bridge  upwards  ;  entrance  fee.  Is. ;  pike  and 
eels  barred  ;  one  rod  to  be  used.— J.  Fucks. 

Mutual  Angling  Society,  76,  Devonshire-road, 
Wanstead  Slip,  Stratford,  E.—At  Tuesday  night's  meeting 


it  was  passed  that  the  society  be  re-christened  Leighton- 
sfone  Piscatorial  Society,  begianiBg  from  date.  All 
officers  were  re-elected,  and  the  rules  are  to  remain  un- 
changed. It  was  further  decided  to  offer  a  challenge  cup 
for  the  finest  specimen  fish  taken  during  the  season,  to  be 
won  three  times  to  become  a  member's  own  property. 
There  will  be  an  entrance  fee  of  Is.  per  annum  per 
member  for  the  cup  competition,  payable  July  1. — W. 
Clouting. 

North-Eaat  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E. — Wednesday, 
June  15,  special  meeting,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. 
— A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell 
and  District  Visiting  List  takes  place  at  the  above  on 
Tuesday,  June  14 ;  secretaries  not  receiving  notice  please 
accept  this  as  such.  On  June  1  a  gentleman  belonging  to 
a  neighbouring  club  was  proposed  as  an  honorary  member, 
but  the  members  declined  to  entertain  it  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  not  right  and  just  to  take  in  honorary  members, 
who  cannot  have  any  complaint,  as  they  have  no  voice  in 
the  affairs  of  a  society.  Members  requiring  privileges 
for  the  opening  must  give  in  their  names  on  June  12. — 
H.  Stretch. 

Olive  Branch  Angling  Society,  Olive  Branch, 
Park-lane,  Tottenham. — A  smoking  concert  will  take 
place  at  the  above  society  on  June  16,  when  we  shall  be 
pleased  with  the  company  of  any  brother  angler  and 
friends  who  can  make  it  convenient  to  spend  the  evening 
with  us. — W.  Franklin. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  at  the  Black  Rabbit,  Arundel.  Members 
please  note  that  on  Tuesday,  June  21,  we  meet  to  arrange 
a  place  to  fish  our  first  outing,  which  will  take  place 
on  July  3. — B.  Brockett. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  Tavistock  Arms,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— Club  members  and  friends  please 
note  our  change  of  quarters.  The  twenty-ninth  annual 
brake  outing  will  take  place  on  June  19  to  Sheppertou. 
Booking  of  seats,  &o,,  closes  June  12.  We  fish  tor  three 
prizes  at  the  outing.  The  distribution  of  prizes  and 
concert  will  be  on  Tuesday,  June  21,  at  our  new  house, 
when  we  hope  to  see  a  large  muster  of  old  friends. — R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — I  was  pleased  to 
see  a  large  muster  of  members  present  on  Monday,  when 
Ihere  were  several  additions  to  our  prize  list  for  the 
ensuing  season.  1  should  like  to  remind  members  that 
they  must  attend  the  club  to  ^et  their  privilege  tickets. 
— W.  B. 

_,ueen'3  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  JST.W.— On  the  5th  inst.  a  few 
members  of  the  above  society  visited  Hastings,  and  spent 
a  most  enjoyable  day.  In  the  afternoon  Messrs.  Keene, 
Matthie,  Jones,  Smith,  and  Edwards  engaged  Spice 
(young  Charlie)  for  the  afternoon  fsbing,  and  obtained 
excellent  sport,  taking  in  about  two  hours  over  150  fish, 
many  of  them  going  over  lib.  each. — C.  Brett. 

EiOyal  Georgia  Angling  iiiooi&ty,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street. — Last  meeting  night  we  were  well 
attended,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  adding  three  more 
members  to  our  list.  We  have  an  excellent  list  of  piizes 
for  the  coming  season,  and  there  are  still  a  few  more  to 
come  in.  A  special  general  meeting  is  called  for  June  15, 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  crowded  attendance. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Angliag  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  ClBrkenwell. — The  committee  met  on 
the  8th,  and  arranged  that  four  prizes  be  fished  for  on 
June  19,  at  Amberley  ;  to  be  a  roving  competition.  Mr. 
J.  Mathews  was  proposed  as  a  working  member,  his 
election,  by  ballot,  to  tike  place  on  the  15th.  Members 
please  note. — F.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth,  S.B. — We  had  a  good  mnster 
of  members  on  8th,  and  all  our  dinner  and  prize  arrange- 
ments were  settled  in  a  very  saj;isfactory  manner.  I  hope 
all  members  and  friends  will  be  at  Waterloo  at  9.45  sharp. 
We  have  arranged  with  South- Western  officials  for  special 
compartment.  We  proposed  Mr.  Arthur  Warren  and  Mr. 
Sharp,  jun.,  as  working  members. —  G.  George. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — At  our  last 
meeting  Mr.  G.  Hemens  was  elected  honorary  member. 
Mr.  G.  George  kindly  added  10s.  6d.  to  our  prize  list,  and 
Messrs.  T.  Wilkins  and  W.  Wright  gave  lOs.  —  W. 
Anstey. 

South  lEOudou  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 

The  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  at  the 
Clapham  Junction  A.S.,  The  Clarence,  Winstanley-road, 
Clapham  Junction,  on  Tuesday  last,  when  only  eight  clubs 
were  represented.  I  was  very  sorry  to  see  such  a  poor 
muster,  as  the  Clapham  Junction  A.S.  attended  every 
visit  on  the  above  list.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Firm 
and  'True.  The  address  and  date  I  will  announce  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  later. — Alf  Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney.  —  We  fish  a  pegged-down  match  at 
Dagenham  Lake  on  June  26,  for  ten  prizes.  Will 
members  show  up  in  force  to  make  arrangements.  Two 
more  working  members  were  proposed  last  week,*and 
two  accepted.  We  Tiave  still  room  for  a  few  more. — 
W.  Woodford. 

Victoria  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  X.W.  —  On 
Monday  next  we  hold  our  annual  dinner  and  prize 
distribution,  and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  have  the  com- 
pany of  as  many  anglers  and  friends  as  can  come  to 
the  concert.  I  will  thank  all  who  have  not  sent  in 
their  prizes  to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.— T.  Avsti.v. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
^Embankment. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  June  7,  Mr,  W, 


Betts  in  the  chair.  Another  new  member  was  proposed 
(Mr.  William  Woodfield  Nixon);  ballot  next  week,  and 
we  have  room  for  more  gentlemen  wishing  to  join.  Every 
information  can  ba  obtained  at  the  clubhouse.  I  hope  to 
see  all  present  next  Tuesday,  as  we  have  some  very 
important  business  to  transact. — H.  C. 

Walham  Gtxeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— On  Wednesday  last  Mr. 
Jones  was  proposed  as  a  working  member.  We  have  still 
room  for  a  few  more.  I  beg  to  remind  members  that  we 
shall  meet  at  the  above  on  VVednesdays,  at  '.). — C.  Wake. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  8.E. — 
At  a  recent  general  meeting  the  officers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  season,  the  rules  revised,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  elected  members  of  the  society  ;  Messrs.  A.  J. 
HammoLd,  E.  Hammond,  and  P.  W.  Martin.  Mr.  Martin 
also  presented  us  with  a  guinea  for  the  prize  list. — 
W.  Wray. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  The  Palmerston, 
Grosvenor-terrace,  S.E. — 1  wish  all  secretaries  to  notice 
that  we  have  moved  our  quarters  to  the  l-'rince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.,  and  in  future  to  direct; 
all  communications  to  that  addres3. — F.  Westoby. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road. — Our  grand  smoker  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  June  15.  An  excellent  programme  has 
teen  arranged.  Admission  by  ticket  only,  which  have 
gone  off  very  well  indeed.  The  first  outing  takes  place  on 
June  19. — E.  Havnes. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — We  open  the  season 
on  June  19  with  a  fishing  match,  peg-down,  at  Hatfield 
Peverel.  All  members  to  go  by  last  train  on  the  Saturday 
night  that  leaves  Stratford,  at  12.9  p.m. ;  change  at 
Forest  Gate ;  leave  Forest  Gate  at  12.21.  I  wish  to 
remind  members  that  it  is  our  (xuarterly  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next,  June  15 — R.  Lovfther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.  —  The  seventeenth  annual  dinner  takes 
place  at  the  Rutland  Hotel,  on  Thursday  next,  at  7. .30. 
Our  president,  Mr.  Elsmore,  will  take  the  chair,  supported 
by  Messrs.  T.  Crumplen  and  W.  J.  Wade,  when  the  dis- 
tribution of  pjizes  will  take  place,  and  the  boxes  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  opened,  from  which  we  hope  to  show  a  gojd 
result.  Members  are  requested  to  return  unsold  dinner 
tickets  at  once  without  fail.  Brother  anglers  and  friends 
are  cordially  invited  to  the  dinner.  Oar  host  provides  a 
first  class  menu.    Tickets  3s.  6d. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — The  annual  outing  of  the  above 
society  will  be  held  at  the  Six  Bells,  Horley,  when  I  hops 
to  meet  a  good  muster  of  members  and  friends.  Trains 
from  Victoria  as  usual. — S.  H. 

Why  Not  Angling  Association,  Why  Xot  Inn, 
Steelhouse-lane,  Wolverhampton. — A  smoking  concert  was 
held  on  Tuesday  evening,  in  connection  with  the  above 
association,  at  headquarters.  About  fifty  members  turned 
up,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Councillor  A.  Lamsdale.  The 
fallowing  artistes  contributed  towards  the  evening's 
enjoyment :  Recital,  H.  Wilson  ;  songs,  Messrs.  Eccleston, 
W.  Richards,  J.  Simmons,  F.  Mason,  E.  Harleshorue,  and 
F.  Brommage,  ably  accompanied  by  Mr.  S.  Lamsdale,  who 
also  gave  a  pianoforte  solo.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  singing  "  Auld  Lang  Syne."  The 
first  competition  of  the  year  will  take  place  on  Saturday, 
July  2,  when  both  honorary  and  fishing  members  will  take 
part  in  it. — J.  W.  Vann. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road, 
Wimbledon. — At  Tuesday's  meeting  five  more  new  mem- 
bers were  made,  making  sixteen  within  the  last  month, 
a  very  gratify  ing  increase  to  the  muster-roll  of  the  society. 
Several  new  special  prizes  have  been  notified.  The  first 
match  of  the  season  will  take  place  on  June  19,  on  club 
water,  members  leaving  by  fiist  train.  Three  valuable 
money  prizes  will  be  fished  for,  and  a  reserved  compart- 
ment will  be  secured  for  competitors  travelling  from 
Wimbledon. — Hon.  Sec. 

Yarm  Angling  Association.— The  first  of  a  series 
of  six  competitions,  to  be  held  during  the  season  in  con- 
nection with  the  above  association,  took  place  on  Whit 
Tuesday  afternoon,  pex-mission  having  been  kindly  granted 
by  Aid.  Jonas  Whitley,  Esq.,  of  Hilton  Manor,  for  that 
poi'tion  of  the  Severn  bordering  upon  his  estate,  all  of 
which  is  excellent  fishing.  A  heavy  shower  of  rain 
delayed  the  started  for  about  an  hour.  Afterwards  the 
weather  cleared,  and  a  very  enjoyable  outing  resulted. 
The  weigh-in  at  Mr.  Elgie's,  Crown  Hotel,  resulted  as 
follows:  First,  Hy.  Wright,  jun.,  2Ib.  6joz. ;  second, 
George  Ramsey,  lib.  7ioz. ;  third,  C.  Ferguson,  lib.  5^02. ; 
fourth,  J.  Wright,  14oz.  ;  fifth,  J.  Watson,  IS^oz. ;  sixth, 
J.  Kitching,  ll^oz. ;  seventh,  S.  Druisdale,  d^oz,  Messrs. 
Robson,  Suowdon,and  Rudd  also  weighed-in. — R.  Robson, 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

11,978.  Henry  Thomas  Howard  and  Alexander  Robb, 
Chancery-lane,  London.  An  improvement  in 
or  connected  with  warp-guides  of  fishing 
vessels. 

Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  H.  J.  F.  Haug,  Metz, 
Germany,  relates  to  spinning  tackle.  A 
sheet  of  metal  is  cut  roughly  to  the  shape  of 
an  arrow  head,  and  the  sides  then  beat  out  to 
form  fins. 


1054. 


The  dolphin,  it  is  said,  can  swim  faster  thau  any  other 
creatm-e  in  the  sea. 


TiiuESDAV  next,  Juno  16,  will  be  "  openiog  day "  (not 
Wednesday,  15th,  as  many  suppose).  Of  course  old  tackle 
has  been  either  overhauled  or  thrown  away ;  and  of  course 
everything  is  in  readinets  for  the  campaign.  There  are 
many  good  anglers  (no  bad  anglers)  who  know  how  to  fish, 
and  they  often  inquire  where  they  may  fish.  On  page  442 
will  be  found  a  list  of  stations  open  to  anglers  by  privilege 
tickets  at  greatly  reduced  fares  ;  also  a  map,  showing  the 
new  stations  granted  by  the  Great  Eastern  Kailway 
Company.  Members  of  the  Anglers'  Assoc  iition  and 
Central  Association  of  London  Anglers  must  produce  (on 
the  16th)  the  new  cards  for  the  year  1898-1899.  Either 
ticket  admits  of  travelling  to  the  stations  enumerated 
A.  A.,  2s. ;  Central,  Is.  Id. 

 >  ♦  <  ♦  < 

The  twenty-th'rJ  annual  dinner  of  the  Nottingham 
We  hngton  Angling  Society  will  take  place  at  the 
Wellington  Hotel,  Station-street,  Nottingham,  on  Tuesday 
next,  June  14.  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  hon.  sec,  would 
like  to  hear  as  soon  as  possible  from  any  of  the  London 
contingent  who  generally  find  their  way  to  Nottingham 
when  there's  a  banqtuet  on.  They  do,  an'  all !  I  have 
very  many  pleasant  reminiscences  of  the  Notts  Wel- 
lingtons, and  Wallis's,  and  other  brave  generals,  and— if 
the  Doctor,  who  accompanied  me  in  the  snug  dining  car 
on  my  last  visit,  will  do  so  again— I'm  there  ' 


A  MrcH-RESPECTED  member  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
A,S.  (Mr.  J.  Bedford)  has  been  very  ill  for  nine  months. 
On  Monday  evening,  June  13,  his  friends  ask  all  who  can 
to  attend  a  concert  (organised  for  Lis  benefit)  at  the  South 
Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute,  Rothereithe  New-road 
'  Many  can  help  one." 

 >  »  «  ♦  <  

"'Drag'  day,"  says  the  Man  of  the  World,  "at 
Auteml  on  the  Friday  of  last  week  brought  the  first  fine 
day  that  Paris  has  seen  for  a  long  time.  The  customary 
band  played  at  the  lawn,  and  the  President  of  the  Cerole 
dfs  Guides  and  his  outriders  led  the  twenty  drags  that 
went  down  to  their  places  by  the  rails."  Now  this  is  a 
label.  We  are  seven  (not  more  than  seven),  and  none  of 
t!«  were  in  the  first  three,  nor  did  we  occupy  a/aMfe?//i, 

Speaking  of  fine  days  a  contemporary  state?,  that  up 
to  the  praseiit  we  are  this  year  still  short  of  the  average 
rainfall.  Well,  I  wish  the  writer  of  that  paragraph  had 
been  at  Maidenhead  with  me  the  other  day,  and  he  would 
have  had  enough  rain  to  last  him  for  threa  yfars.  It  was 
terrific,  a  regular  deluge  (a  "tempest"  they  call  it  at 
Barton  Mills),  and  if  that  storm  does  not  make  up  the 
average  (what  1  87in.  of  rain  means.  I  do  not  know), 
flooded  cellars,  wet  jackets,  and  other  luxuries,  have  been 
endured  for  nothing. 


A  MEETING  of  the  committee  of  the  Thames  Ee- 
Stocking  Association  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  June  14  at 
Carr's  Restaurant,  265,  Strand,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.,  when'aU 
interested  in  the  question  of  re-stocking  are  requested  to 
attend. 

 <  

At  the  South  Shields  Petty  Sessions,  on  June  7,  Jesse 
Dawson  Ewan,  Matthew  Ewan,  and  Peter  Anderson, 
fishermen,  were  summoned  under  the  Salmon  Fisheriee 
:f  f  01'  fishing  in  the  playground  on  May  16,  17,  and  18. 
Mr.  &.  R  Duncan  appeared  to  prosecute  on  behalf  of  the 
Tyne  Salmon  Conservancy  Board,  and  Mr.  T.  Lambert 
defended.  At  the  outset  Mr.  Lambert  took  objeetion  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
a  bon  a  fide  and  reasonable  claim  of  right  by  the  defendants 
who  were  the  lessees  of  the  fishery  from  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Durham,  the  right  having  been  sub-let  to  them 
by  Mr.  William  Stobart,  of  Northallerton,  and  the 
place  which  the  prosecution  alleged  in  their  summons 
was  part  of  the  ground  reserved.  He  put  in 
documents  to  show  that  the  title  to  the  fishery 
was  granted  in  the  time  of  King  John.  There  were  no 
plans,  but  the  description  of  the  ground,  according  to 
the  lease  granted  to  Mr.  Stobart  by  the  University 
ot  Durham,  was  "all  that  moiety  or  one-half  part  of 
the  hshing  of  the  net  draught  for  salmon  on  the  south 
side  of  the  water  of  the  Tjne  as  it  lieth  between  the 
water  corn  mill,  called  Shields  MDl,  on  the  west  pirt 
and  the  bar  or  entrance  to  the  river  Tyne  from  the  sea 
on  the  east  part."  After  a  long  and  learnei  discussion, 
the  chairman  announced  that  the  Bench  were  of  opinion 
that  a  reasonable  and  bon  a  fide  claim  of  right  had  been  set 
np  which  ousted  their  jurisdiction. 


Messrs.  Dean  &  Sons  announce  that  their  "  Champion 
beries,    consisting  of  five  books,  entitled  "  Football  " 

bwimnung,"  "Lawn  Tennis,"  "Rowing,"  and  "Cro- 
quet, are  now  complete.  The  author  of  these  interesting 
manuals  is  Mr  .T.  Jeffery  ("Straw  Hat"),  who,  by  the 
way,  was  sixty-four  years  old  last  Thursday. 

Mr.  R.  Crabtree.  hon.  sec.  of  the  Holbeck  Club. 
Leeds,  writes :  On  May  31  three  members  of  our  club 
were  fashing  in  the  Swale,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Catheral,  live- 
baitmg,  had  the  good  fortune  to  hook  a  fine  pike,  and 
5:^  minutes  good  play,  it  was  successfully  gaffed  by 

Mr.  Thomas  Butcher.     It  is  worth  whUe  to  mention 
specially  that  the  bait  was  a  3oz.  perch.    The  weight  of 
the  pike  was  151b.,  length  3ft.  3iin.,  a  female  fish,  Slean 
and  in  good  condition." 

Tiu:  Lady  of  the  Liike  Angling  Societ.v  have  abolished 
gross  weight  fishing.    Next,  please  I 
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A  CONTEMPORARY  announces,  in  all  sincerity  and  with 
due  solemnity,  that  "  the  handsome  rainbow  trout 
(b.  truiciis)  has  found  many  advocates  of  late,  but  it  is 
evidently  not  suited  for  all  waters."    {Verb,  sap.) 

News  from  my  chief  (the  Major)  is  to  hand  that  the 
May  J<ly  13  well  up  on  the  Itchen.  As  a  result  several 
fane  trout  have  arrived  at  "Drag  Mansion."  They  are 
all  gone!  Verdict:  Splendid.  All  in  grand  condition 
(some  more  spotted  than  others).  I  asked  Mrs.  Drag  if 
she  could  define  the  species.  She's  no  good  at  Latin— 
and  my  chief  tells  mc  to  use  no  more,  as  I  can't  spell 
It  properly;  but  anyway,  though  not  a  "man  of  the 
world,  Mrs.  Drag  has  decided  that  they  are  tridens 
(  tned-uns"^ 
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Captain  Gamble  killed  two  trout  last  week  in  a  some- 
what strange  manner.  After  hooking  a  trout  (which 
proved  to  weigh  two  ounces  short  of  a  pound)  foul  by  the 
ventral  fin,  he  threw  again,  and,  curiously  enough,  found 
another  fish  of  12Joz.  hooked  in  exactly  the  same  way. 

One  of  the  most  artistic  books  of  local  views  I  have 
seen  is  that  published  by  Mr.  Darbishire,  of  Southend. 
Ihe  printing  and  illustrations  are  first  class  throughout. 
All  the  work  was  done  in  the  town  by  Mr.  EUis.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Darbishire  has  reproduced  the  por- 
traits of  two  of  my  Uttle  Southend  friends  which  appeared 
in  the  Christmas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

 >♦»»■<  

The  June  number  of  Tliames  Angling  Neivsis  to  hand 
and  a  very  interesting  little  sheet  it  is.  It  gives  an 
excellent  portrait  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
llenley  and  District  Fisheries  Preservation  Association  • 
also  a  special  interview  in  which  Mr.  Hankins  (hon.  sec 
?^  Thames  Restocking  Association)  has  elicited 
information  sufficient  to  fill  a  page,  and  from  which  it 
will  be  gathered  that  he  is  a  very  successful  and  clever 
angler— and  sportsman.  The  T.A.N.  also  contains  a  full 
account  of  the  doings  of  the  T.R.A.  ;  many  interesting 
notes,  and  a  review,  with  copious  extracts,  of  that  capital 
'w-®!'^  ^  Thames  Trouting ,  Incident,  entitled 
Her  Wild  Oats,"  by  John  Bickerdyke.  The  T.A.N,  for 
J une  IS  a  capital  number. 


The.  warm,  clcss,  dull,  thunler  and  lightning  weather 
ot  the  last  few  days  has  set  me  thinking  (I  did  not  say 
drinking.")  But,  if  it  is  necessary  to  drink— next  to 
lattisons  Scot jh— what  shall  we  drink?  A  cycling 
friend,  who  actually  refused  a  brandy  and  seltzer,  gave 
me  a  bottle  of  "  Apenia  Natural  Aperient  Water." 

What  am  I  to  do  with  tlis  ?  "  I  asked.  He  told  me  to 
take  a  wineglassful  in  the  morning  lefore  breakfast  I 
have  taken  several.  My  cyclist  friend  has  often  spoken  to 
me  about  this  "  eliminant,"  ai:d  for  the  future  it  shall 
not  be  eliminated  from  the  catalogue  of  good  thin<^s 
which  may  be  taken  not  only  before,  but  after  breakfast.' 
Cyclists  swear  by  it,  and  know  that  it  may  be  obtained  of 
every  chemist  or  at  th9  stores. 

->  »»■ 


<i  Writing  from  Newbury  on  June  5,  Mr.  J.  Hallen  says  : 
The  weather  down  here  la?  been  horrible,  and  the  May 
Ply  has  not  shown  upon  the  Lambourne  in  any  quantity. 
Notwithstanding,  there  have  been  some  pretty  fish  taken 
in  the  Kennet  with  the  May  Fly.  I  have  had  several,  my 
best  going  31b.  4oz.  Mr.  Slr.dling  took  one  2oz.  less; 
Mr.  Hedges  has  hid  two  or  three  2-pounders ;  Mr 
Whitmey,  one  in  the  Lambourne,  2i\h. ;  Mr.  Flint,  three 
of  between  lib.  and  21b.;  Capt.  Marsland,  one  of  21b.; 
but  none  of  these  were  taken  with  the  May  Fly.  I  am 
anxiously  awaiting  the  free  rise.  There  is  every  prospect 
of  there  being  a  fine  coarse  fishing  saason  to  look  forward 
to.  '  [Bravo,  Jack!  Wait  till  this  May  Fly  rise  (?)  is 
over,  and  I'll  see  you.] 

This  from  "  Truthful  Tommy  "  :  "  Dear  '  Drag.,'— In 
your  account  of  the  midland  inkslinger,  who  was 
gammoned  that  red  herrings  were  trout,  you  give  the 
Linnean  name  of  the  former  as  Clupea  hareng^is.  This  is 
not  correct,  his  proper  designation  is  Phasianus  billings- 
gatienns  (Billingsgate  pheasant).  He  is  also  known  to 
some  scientists  as  the  Stealiius  binopticns,  or  two-eyed 
steak ;  while  yet  a  third  school  of  naturalists  call  him 
CI II pea- rubra,  which,  as  every  classical  scholar  will  know 
13  Latin  for  "  Sodger."  Why,  when  such  a  distinguished 
fisherman  as  yourself  had  three  separate  names  to  choose 
from,  you  should  want  to  invent  another  '  on  your  own  ' 
I  do  not  understand."    What  next,  I  wonder  ?    I  suppose 

T.  T."  will  quarrel  with  "  Levenhumpus  "  for  trout. 
No  matter. 


From  time  to  time  private  information  of  surpassing  good 
sport  reaches  the  Fishing  Gazette  office,  and  sorely  tempts 
the  Editor  to  publish,  for  the  benefit  of  thousands  of 
readers,  the  exact  locations  of  the  fishy  Eldorados,  but  for 
the  knowledge  that  the  breach  of  confidence  would  quickly 
cause  armies  of  anglers  to  over-run  and  spoil  the  quiet 
peiceful,  and  productive  nooks.  Therefore,  the  following 
extract  from  a  letter,  sent  by  a  friend  in  the  extreme 
north  of  England,  has  been  edited  with  the  view  of  giving 
the  greatest  amount  of  information  without  giving  our 
hiend  away.  Here  it  is:  "Scene,  Windermere  Lake: 
Three  disgusted  Daltonians  discovered  drearily  drawing 
drakes  through  the  water,  but  '  ne'er  a  rise  yet  ' 
Approaching  Beech  Hill— the  Mecca  of  their  thirsty  hope's 
—the  PiEcatorial  Philosopher  proposes,  '  First  rise,  drinks 
round.  Scarcely  is  this  resolution  carried,  when  a  feeble 
fingerimg  manages  by  a  supreme  effort  to  break  the 
surface  of  the  water  near  the  P.  P.'s  flies.  The  House 
immediately  adjourns  to  honour  so  momentous  an  occasion, 


Resuming,  the  Joyf  ulJonah  suggests  'first  fish  caught 
as  necessitating  the  next  wet.  Imagine  his  delight  when, 
m  pulling  up  his  flies  from  behind  the  boat  to  commence 
fishing,  he  finds  he's  hooked  a  mitey  miiuww  !  Thecourt 
of  appaal  decides  that  a  minnow  is  unquestionably  a  fish, 
and  so  exit  drink  number  two.-  We're  getting  fly  now, 
and  hence, '  first  trout  in  the  boat '  is  to  be  the  next  crime. 

Duddon's  Dread'  hooks  two  or  three  mites,  but,  by 
vicious  striking,  prevents  their  coming  '  into  the  boat.' 
However,  his  turn  soon  comes,  for  he  ultimately  succeeds 
in  jerking  one  midget  bodily  into  the  boat,  and  so  pays 
toll.  Jonah's  minnow  was  carefully  packed  till  we  got 
home,  was  there  shown  to  an  admiring  and  appreciative 
audience,  and  is  now  en  route  to  London  for  permanent 
preservation." 

The  Klondyke  Gold  Mine  is  now  in  full  swing  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium,  where  you  can  indulge  in  washing, 
panning,  and  cradling  gold  frOm  the  gravel  if  you  are  so 
disposed.  It  is  a  capital  illustration  cf  the  various 
processes  to  be  adopted  if  you  think  of  visiting  Klondyke, 
and  for  the  admission  fee  you  get  a  ride  in  a  sledge  from 
the  main  hall  to  the  mine.  The  Art  Metal  Exhibition 
remains  open  until  June  30,  and  next  week  competitions 
in  handicraft  will  take  place,  several  forges  having  been 
erected  in  the  main  hall  for  the  purpose. 

"  ^HE  new  pier  at  Walton-on-Naze,"  says  Country 
bport,  "  which  is  to  be  publicly  opened  in  July,  should 
afford  sea  anglers  a  new  base  for  operations,  as  the  pier 
extends  half  a  mile  seaward,  and  the  coast  abounds  with 
fisn.  Although  the  best  season  for  heavy  cod  and  big 
bags  of  codling  is  undoubtedly  the  autumn,  very  good 
summer  fishing  with  the  rod  and  line  may  be  obtained. 
There  will  be  no  difficulty  to  find  bait,  as  the  Walton  sands 
are  rich  in  lugworms,  which  are  sent  to  the  less  fortunate 
fishmg  resorts.  An  enthusiastic  amateur,  who  had  the 
permission  of  the  contractor,  gained  admis.  iun  recently  to 
the  unfinished  pier  head,  the  last  piles  of  which  were 
driven  on  Saturday.  Fishing  simply  with  a  rod  and  pater- 
noster, he  secured  an  ex  client  citch  of  whiting,  dabs, 
codling,  pout,  and  other  varieties  of  edible  fish,  some  sixty - 
in  all,  and  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  these  shore 
fish  was  further  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  a  shoal  of 
porpoises  wera  sighted  close  in  to  the  pier." 

 >♦♦»<  

Just  as  the  general  public  never  realises  what  a  huge 
and  immensely  capitalised  business  side  there  is  to  the 
sport  of  angling  ;  just  as  it  never  forms  a  concaption  of 
the  great  aggregate  sums  paid  in  the  United  Kingdom 
for  rod  fishing  rights,  so  has  it  seldom  heard  of  the  men 
who  derive  good  incomes  as  "  fishing  instructors."  These 
"  fishing  instructors,"  says  CasscU's  Safurdai/  Journal, 
are  quite  apart  from  the  "  professional  fishermen  "  on 
such  rivers  as  the  Thames,  who  "  show  the  way  "  to  occa- 
sional sportsmen.  Several  of  them  cirry  on  their  schools 
in  London  itsf  If,  but  they  must  have  a  sheet  of  water  near 
at  hand,  for  the  chief  lesson  they  teach  is  that  of  casting 
salmon  and  trout  flies,  and  throwing  and  manipulating 
spinning  bn's.3 

 >»»♦<  

Another  week-end  look-round  was  to  the  Lark,  at 
Barton  Mills.  Well  served  by  Host  W.  Howes,  of  the 
Bull  Inn,  I  drove  over  to  Icklingham  (Red  Lion),  five 
miles  from  Mildenhall,  and  eight  miles  from  Bury  St. 
Edmunds.  Mr.  H.  R.  Hook  is  the  new  host,  and  from 
what  I  saw  of  him,  he  can  put  anglers  up  properly.  I 
also  paid  a  visit  to  the  general  secretary  of  tte  Lark  A  S  , 
at  Flint  Cottage,  where  he  introduced  me  to  a  host  of 
visitors  ;  entertained  me  atone  of  the  oldest  houses  I  ever 
saw— "  Lord  Mayor's  Cottage"  (history  of  which  will 
appear  next  week)  ;  afterwards,  through  his  lovely 
grounds,  and,  in  company  with  Master  Bob  Hewlett,  fed 
the  fish  in  the  river  with  breadcrumbs  from  the  Lord 
Mayor's  barge. 

_  The  thousands  of  trout,  mostly  the  youngsters  just  put 
m,  dace  and  roacb,  were  literally  boiling  the  water— yes, 
it  was  warm  on  Monday— and  they  seem  to  know  where  to 
come  to  be  fed.  I  saw  one  very  large  trout,  brother  to 
the  one  recently  taken.  By  the  way,  the  miller  says  he 
felt  so  queer  when  he  heard  of  its  capture  by  Mr.  G.  M. 
Banchard  that  he  could  scarcely  eat  his  dinner.  The  fact 
is,  both  the  miller  and  his  merry  men  have  often  fed  it, 
and  the  large  trout  are  so  tame  that  it  requires  a  clever 
fisherman  to  make  them  take  food  which  has  a  hook  in  it. 
I  accompanied  Mr.  Howes  to  a  very  pretty  pool  (near  the 
MUl)  where  we  saw  shoals — yes,  shoals— of  good  roach 
and  dace.   But  I  did  not  try  for  them. 

The  reason  was  that  only  trout  and  jack  may  be  taken 
during  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish.    Had  it  been 

Thursday,  16  well,  then  I  should  not  have  been  able 

to  catch  them.  The  river  was  in  grand  condition — plenty 
of  water ;  weeds  being  cut ;  and  (one  good  thing)  since 
the  Messrs.  Parker  now  hold  the  mills  at  Icklingham, 
Barton,  and  Mildenhall,  whilst  regulating  the  water  for 
their  own  convenience,  it  will  materially  enhance  the  pro- 
spects of  sport  for  the  angler. 


Season  and  Jay  tickets,  giving  permission  (o  angle  in 
the  society's  waters,  may  be  obtained  from:  Mr.  W. 
Hewlett,  High-street,  Newmarket ;  Mr.  W.  Howes,  Bull 
Hotel,  Barton  Mills  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Kemp,  2,  Butter  Market, 
Bury  St.  Edmunds;  Mr.  H.  R.  Hcok,  Red  Lion  Hotel, 
Icklingham;  Mr.  C.  Brown,  Mill-street,  Mildenhall; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Challice,  High-street,  Newmarket;  Mr. 
Fitches,  Plough  Inn,  Icklingham ;  Mr.  Crocombe,  Crown 
Inn,  Icklingham;  and  mill  owners  above  Icklingham. 
Residents  2s.  6d.  each;  non-residents,  58,  j  day  tickets, 
Gd.each.  Deagnet. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Pishing  Tackle. 

Makor  of  High-class  Salmon,  Crilso,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 
CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Pishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 

Manufaciurer  of  all  kinds  of  Fishing  Rods 
in  Built  Cane  &  Greenheart,  Reels  &  Tackle. 

TDnilT  DnnC     2  joints  best  Built  Cane  Fly 
I IIUU  I   KUUO.        Bod,  10ft,  price  £2  5s. 
Ditto,  lOift.  to  lift.,  price  £2  7s.  6d. ;  with  Steel 
Centre,  15s.  extra. 

The  "  CHAMPZOH  "  Greenheart  FIiT 

BOD,  3  joints  and  very  best  finish,  2.5s. 


THE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH  (Registered). 


This  Wineli  is  made  in  two  sizes,  2|in.  and  3jin., 
with  click  or  silent  check.    It  has  two  special 
reoommendfttlons,  extreme  lightness  and  quick 
winding.    Price,  2fin.,  lOs.  6d. ;  S^in.,  12s.  6d. 


Important  to  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
throughout  the  Kingdom. 

DAVID  SLATEE,  of  Newark-on-Tren-t,  brnng 
the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufacturer  of 
the  world-wide  known  "Nottingham"  Pattern 
Winches  in  their  various  forms,  and  holding  as 
lie  does  by  far  the  largest  stock  of  timber  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  such  manufacturers — hundreds 
of  thousands  of  blocks  in  various  stages  of 
Beasoning — is  prepared  to  supply  the  trade  direct 
at  lowest  prices.  A  Special  New  Pattern, 
•'Slater's  Wonder,"  in  nine  sizes,  2in.  to  4in.,  is 
Bade  on  similar,  but  much  improved  lines  to  the 
old  and  out  of  date  iron  back  production. 
"  Slatcr'i  Wonder  "  has  a  solid  brass  back,  and 
yet  coBti  less  than  the  old  pattern. 
SELL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE 
AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT. 

Send  for  my  New  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 


{To  IM  Trade  only). 


Uipifl  PO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
nAuHLLO  Seals'  Fur,  Figs'  Wool,  &c. 

ALL   COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES  Sundays  Well-road  Cork. 


To  Amateur  Rod  and  Fly  Kakers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Qbekbheabt,  Hickoby,  ob  Lancewood  : 
IMn.    Sin.     lin.     Jin.     |in.     Jin.  2ft.  long. 
!/•  3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length 

1/6  8d.    7d.    6d.    6d.    4d.  S^ft,  long. 

And  other  lensrtha  in  proportion. 
FerruleSiWiuch  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and  every 
Eequisite  for  Rod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to  .stiit 
all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern.  Is.  and  Is.  6d.  per 
doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. ;  Sample  half  dozen  to 
any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS.— Hackles  in  Red,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours.  Id.  per 
doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed  Hackles, 
lid.  per  doz 

WiKGS  PEB  Pair.— Starlings,  lid. ;  Snipe,  lid. ; 
Woodcock,  3d.;  Waterhen,  Sd. ;  Partridge,  lid.; 
Oolden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  lid. 

Floss  and  Ttiss  Silks,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks,  all 
shades.  

WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 
SS,  Market  Place,  JUanohestor. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNESIDE,"  "  WANSBECK,"  and  other 
Rods.  Any  orders  received  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our 
customers  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  with  almost  every 
rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "  ANGLER'S  GUIDE  "  and  Illustrated  list  of  Rods  and  every 
Angling  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover 


Our  Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  £    8-  d. 

40  13ft   ...       0  16  6 

41  14ft   0  18  6 

42  15ft   10  0 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  EzMbition,  1895. 

"  We  also  Hked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,  especially  a  '  Coquetdale ' 
fourteen -footer  ;  this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and 
discovered  great  power." — Angler. 

"  The  '  Coquetdale '  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons." — Land 
and  Water. 

"  The  '  Coquetdale  '  is  an  especially  good  pattern." — Rod  and  Gun. 


Our  Special  "TYNESIDE"  Salmon 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops 
to  our  "  Tyneside  "  Trout  Rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete- 
No.  £  s 
43          16ft   1 


Rods. 

&c.,  similar 


44 
45 
46 
47 


17ft. 
18ft. 
19ft. 
20ft. 


"  Dear  Sir, — The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout 
our  holiday,  and  we  were  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod, 
hut  my  fisherman  was  delighted  with  it. 

"  It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  suoeesstul  throughout  a 
month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  difficult 
water,  and  with  trying  winds,  than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.     "  C.  H.  G." 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895-96. 

"  We  handled  an  18ft.  '  Tyneside,'  which  was  just  perfect  in  balance,  and  played 
through  to  the  butt  in  grand  style,  and  came  to  tbe  conclusion  that  this  North- 
country  firm  had  little  to  learn  about  rod  making." — Land  and  Water,  1895. 

"  We  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  '  Tyneside '  salmon  rods.  We  had  the 
pleasure  some  time  ago  of  taking  a  friend's  rod  for  an  hour  on  a  salmon  reach,  and 
it  was  one  of  this  make.  They  are  used,  we  believe,  very  extensively  by  the  anglers 
on  Tyneside,  who  swear  by  them  at  all  times." — Angler,  1896. 

"  The  '  Tyneside '  salmon  rods  are  remarkably  cheap  and  of  splendid  value,  double 
brazed,  and  finished  in  the  best  style." — Rod  and  Gun,  1896. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Telephone,  5611.        Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Fishins. 


ESTABLISHED  1819. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

(Late  EDMONDSON), 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  omy  Address,  LIVERPOOL 

Maker  of  RODS  (Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  Lancewood,  Washaber,  Cane,  or 
Split  Cane)  for  RIVER,  LAKE,  and  SEA  FISHING.  RODS,  PLIES,  &c.,  made  on 
the  Premises  to  any  design.  Reels.  Lines,  Landing  Nets,  Gaffs,  Bags,  Minnows, 
Spoons,  Flies  (Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Grayling,  Trout).  WADING  STOCKINGS, 
12s.  6d.  (Splendid  Value).   Trousers,  Coats,  Brogues.   BAIT  for  Bottom  Fishing. 

Other  Departments  are  the  Cricket,  Lawn  Tennis,  Polo,  Croquet,  and  Golf. 
HAMMOCKS,  from  4s.  6d.    GARDEN  TENTS,  Cane  Walking  Stick  Seats,  16s.  6d. 


HENRY  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 


LOCH  AND  TROUT  FLIES 

Neatly  and  Carefully 
Dressed 

(On  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks) 

MissN,  G.  LITTLEJOHN, 

Practical  Fig  Drtsser, 

Chelmsford -rd.,  Woodford. 


COLN&  MIDLAND  STREAMS. 

Saitable  Trouting  Tackle. 
FOWELL, 
FAIRFORD,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Sole  Agentfor  James  Ogden,  Cheltenham. 

WATERPROOF  DRESSING  for  LINES 

Imparts  a  pleasant  flexibility,  and  does 
not  rot  the  lines.  Easily  and  quickly 
applied.  Price,  per  cake,  Is. ;  post  free. 
Is.  2d. — Shaw,  40,  Bagby-road,  Wood- 
house-lane,  Leeds. 

STMWSON'S  WATERPROOF, 

It  is  the  best  composition  in  the  world 
for  keeping  your  feet  warm  and  dry. 
It  has  been  used  by  all  the  leading 
sportsmen  in  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  for  over  thirty  years. 


Send  for  1 '-  Box,  post  fre3. 

Testimonials  from  :  E.  E.  Wetherill,  Esq. 
(Horse  Guards),  H.  Cholmondeley  PenneU, 
Esq.,  Alex.  Wm.  Adair,  Esq.,  Capt.  J.  Francis 
Cust,  Sir  Hope  Grant,  E.  EUis,  Esq.,  and  Capt. 
Theodore  "William. 


Sold  by  all  Sporting  Houses,  Gun 
Makers,  and  Shoe  Makers. 


BOOK  OF  TESTIMONIALS  POST  FREE. 

STRAWSON    and  CO., 

LADY    LANE,  LEEDS. 


£llimans  universal 

TVFBROCATION  ]/, 

Rheumatism  7  1 
che^t  cold?. 


5L0UGH.  ENCLAMp. 
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AN  EARLY  SCANDINAVIAN  TROUT. 


At  certain  periods  of  the  yeai*  fogs  become 
uncomfortably  prevalent  in  the  Christiania  Fjord, 
and  conduce  to  an  undesirable  prolongation  of  the 
voyage  from  London  or  Hull  to  the  Norwegian 
capital ;  in  order,  therefore,  to  avoid  this  incon- 
venience, many  choose  the  route  via  Gotenburg. 
From  the  latter  town  northwards  to  where  the 
mighty  Glommur  pours  over  the  Sarpsfoss,  the 
coimtry,  as  seen  from  the  railway,  can  hardly  be 
said  to  be  attractive  looking,  nor  is  it  visited — at 
any  rate  for  purposes  of  sport — by  many 
foreigners ;  but  there  are  spots  in  the  neighbour- 
hood not  without  interest  to  the  angler,  and  the 
secluded  valley  from  which  I  write  is  one  of 
those. 

The  sti'eam,  which  winds  by  the  house,  and 
which  is  about  as  big  as,  say,  the  Sutherlandshire 
Shin,  would  be  a  really  first-class  little  salmon 
river  if  it  had  a  chance ;  but  it  is  ruined  by  the 
nets,  and  I  consider  myself  fortunate  when — 
fishing  it,  of  course,  very  intermittently — I  get 
fifty  salmon  and  grilse  with  the  fly  in  a  season. 
It  is  particularly  well  off,  too,  as  regards  water 
steerage,  for  of  the  sixty  odd  kilometres  of  its 
course  at  least  fifty  consist  of  lakes.  Of  these  the 
two  uppermost  (some  fifteen  kilometres  in  length) 
only  contain  trout  in  any  considerable  numbers. 


the  others  are  full  of  pike.  Below  the  fall,  which 
stops  the  further  ascent  of  salmon,  and  which  is 
distant  seven  kilometres  from  the  fjord,  we  wage 
incessant  warfare  against  the  jack,  and  for  some 
time  before  the  closing  in  of  vrinter  it  is  a  very 
hard  thing  indeed  to  lay  hold  of  a  "  gjed  "  upon 
this  lower  reach,  so  thoroughly  have  they  been 
cleared  out.  Year  after  year,  however,  the  same 
process  of  extermination  has  to  be  gone  through, 
for  as  soon  as  the  ice  goes  in  spring  the  place  is 
found  to  be  full  of  them.  Evidently  they  descend 
from  the  lakes  above,  attracted,  perhaps,  by  the 
comparatively  higher  average  temperature  of  the 
lower  water  in  winter. 

In  April  the  jack,  in  default  of  nobler  victims, 
are  not  bad  fun,  for  a  good  many  of  them  run 
from  101b,  to  201b.  apiece ;  moreover,  they  rise  to 
the  fly  fairly  well,  and  when  fishing  for  them  one 
occasionally  comes  across  something  else.  Thus 
it  happened  to  me  a  few  days  since. 

On  April  12  there  was  a  heavy  snowstorm, 
which  lasted  all  day  ;  and  on  the  13th  there  was 
an  easterly  gale  that  made  things  generally 
unpleasant ;  but  on  the  14th  the  sun  shone  out, 
although  the  wind  remained  in  the  same  quarter, 
and  there  was  lots  of  snow  all  about. 

Accordingly,  about  eleven  o'clock  I  made  my 
way  to  the  rapid  whose  music  soothes  the  house- 
hold to  its  rest  o'  nights.  At  its  foot  there 
is  a  deep  side  eddy  to  which  the  jack  are  partial. 


as  from  there  they  can  shoot  out  and  sejure  the 
small  fish,  of  which  there  are  always  plenty  in  the 
stream.  I  was  not  long  of  finding  out  that  the 
pike  were  on  the  feed,  for  at  my  second  throw 
the  blue  phantom  was  seized,  and  in  due  time  a 
good  fish  was  kicking  a,bout  amid  the  snow.  For 
an  hour  and  a  half  I  had  very  nice  sport,  but,  in 
spite  of  the  exercise,  it  was  uncommonly  chilly 
work,  and  so,  on  reaching  the  old  bridge  a  little 
before  one,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
time  to  shut  up.  Just  below  the  said  bridge,  and 
attainable  therefrom  by  letting  out  a  longish  line, 
there  is  a  place  where  salmon  sometimes  lie,  so 
while  my  youthful  Swede  was  wading  about  the 
drifts  picking  up  the  captiired  jack,  I  lit  a  pipe 
and  let  the  phantom  work  out  with  the  current. 
In  the  middle  of  the  pool,  some  10yds.  or  12yds. 
from  where  I  stood,  it  was  weU  taken  by  what  I 
took  at  first  to  be  another  "  gjed,"  but  which  in 
the  end  proved,  to  my  great  astonishment,  to  be  a 
handsome  brovm  trout  in  the  height  of  condition. 
He  had  already  had  a  goodish  meal,  for  the  tail 
of  a  6in.  small  fish  was  protruding  from  his  mouth, 
and  his  proportions  were  decidedly  aldermanic. 
I  never  before  caught  a  brown  trout  so  early  in 
the  year  in  Scandinavia,  and  the  capture  of  this 
one  was  the  more  singular,  as  there  are  very  few 
indeed  in  this  river,  although  before  the  pike 
became  so  numerous  they  were  plentiful. 

RUGDE. 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY   PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


Abdlestone  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Althoenb  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  33. 
Amberlet  (Arun).  F,  Sussex,  -53.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  Gd.). 
Ameesham  (Mistouru),  I  Bucks,  23|;  2s.  3d. 
Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 
Ardleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56;  4s.  9d. 
Aelesey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 
ASHUEST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32 ;  Ss.  4d. 
Aijdley  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44;  33.  6^d. 
Atlesbuet  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48;  3s.  8d. 
BAECpMBE  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  6d. 
Battlesbeidge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  ;  2s.  4-Jd. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  GH,  Beds,  50  ;  5s. 
BeekhampSTEAD  (G.J.C),  H,  Herts,  28;  23.  lid. 
BiLLERlCAT  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26 ;  2s. 
BlLLiNGHUEST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44 ;  4s.  8d. 
Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 :  4s.  4d. 
Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  Sjd 
Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74 ;  5s.  2d. 
Blbtohley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46f ;  43.  lld. 
Blunhaju  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  5s.  3d. 
BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61f ;  5s.  l^d. 
BOURNE  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28i;  3s. 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  O  F,  Suri-ey,  22i;  2s.  8d. 
BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  241 ;  2s.  6d. 
Beainteee  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Beauqhing  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30i;  23.  7id. 
Beandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86^;  7b.  3^d. 
Beickbt  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22;  2s. 
Beoxbodene  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17i;  Is.  6d. 
Buntingford  (Eib),  Herts,  33f ;  23.  lld. 
BURES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  .54;  4s.  6|d. 
BnRNHAM-ON-CROUOH,  A,  Essex,  39;  3s.  3d. 
Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77^;  63.  6d. 
Burnt  Mill  (Stort  ).A,  Essex,  25;  Is.  ll^d, 
Bushey  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 
Byfleet  (Wey),D,  Surrey,  211;  Jg.  3d. 
Castle HEDiNGHAM(Colne),A, Essex, 56i;  4s.ll4d. 
ChAPPEL  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50^ ;  4s.  2\d. 
Chalfont  Eoad  (Misbouin),  I,  Bucks,  22;  2s. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36;  3s.  9d. 
Chbsham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27 ;  2s.  5d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29i;  2s.  SJd. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14i ;  Is.  2d. 
Cheetsby  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22i ;  23.  4d. 
Ohigwell  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  13^  ;  Is.  l|d. 
Chiltben  Geeen  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27;  2s.  lOd. 
Choeley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48^  ;  5s.  Id. 
Choeley  "Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Claee  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62;  5s.  3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18|;  23. 
COLOHBSTEE  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51| ;  4s.  i\d. 
Colne  (Colne).  A,  Essex,  67^;  4s.  6d. 
COLNBEOOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16^;  Is.  8d. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25^;  28.  lOd. 
Cowden  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  3s. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139;  10s. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks, 28 J;  2s.  3d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86^;  7s.  3d. 
DOEKING  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  2S;  2s.  8d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21^ ;  2s. 
East  Geinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  3s.  6d. 
East  Faeleiqh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  4s. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76^;  5s.  4d. 
EdenbridQe  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21;  2s.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70|;  6s.  ll^d. 
Elstree  (Eeservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d. 
ElsenhAM  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  O^d. 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12;  Is. 
Epping  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  17;  Is.  5^d. 
ESHER  (Mole).  D,  Surrey,  14i;  Is.  6d. 
Fambeidge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40;  4s.  2d. 
Forest  Bow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  3s.  6d. 
FULWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12f ;  Is.  4d. 
GOKING  (Thames),  B.Oxford,  44|;  4s.  9d. 
Gt.  Chesteefoed  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  Ss.  lO^d. 
Great  Maelow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35^  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missendon  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29;  2s.  9d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28^;  33.  2d. 
GUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138 ;  XOs. 


HadhAM  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25^;  23.  3d. 
HALSTEAD  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62^;  4s.  8^d. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex ;  14a  ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14}-  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds.  37;  33.  lld, 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26| ;  23.  l|d. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27^ ;  2s.  7d. 
Haetfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17| ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield PEVEEBL(Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  36 ;  3s.  Id. 
Haywaeds  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  4s, 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Baenet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  lli ;  Is. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35|;  3s.  91. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24^;  2s.  6d.  • 
HiLOAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88f ;  6s.  lO-Jd. 
HOELBY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  Sd. 
HOESHAM  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HOESTBD  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  S6I;  3s.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114^ ;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58| ;  6s.  2d 
Iechestee  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42^;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82^ ;  6s.  ll^d. 
Langfoed   Hall  Fisheey  (Blackwater);  A., 

Essex,  44 ;  3s.  3id.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16^;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32| ;  3s.  5d. 
LeATHEehead  (Mole),  D  P,  Surrey,  19^;  2s. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40^;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60 ;  6s.  2d. 
Lingfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28 ;  2s.  Sd. 
LiTTLEPORT  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  6s.  .5d. 
Loughton  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  Oid. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  6^;  Ss.  2Jd. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117i ;  IO3 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E. 

Great  Western  (Paddington).  F. 

South-Eastern   (Charing  Cross,    Waterloo  G. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  H. 

and  New  Cross).  I. 
South- Western  (Waterloo). 


Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

L.  B.  <fc  S.  0.  (London  Bridge  and  'Victoria). 

Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

North- Western  (Enston). 

Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 

«>  Map  thowt  the  18  neu  ttaiioni. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24^;  2s.  fid. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A, Essex,  44;  ?s.3id 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  3<  2d.' 
MANNINGTREE  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  5s.  OJd. 
March  (Nene.  Ac),  A,  Cambs, 88;  6s.  4d." 
Maedocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  3s.  lljd. 
MiDHURST  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76i ;  6s.  i},d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48^ ;  5s.  Id. 
New  Baenet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9J;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42; ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsh  am  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19|;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52; ;  5s.  4d. 
Offoed  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  5.5};  5s.  lOd. 
Ongar  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll^d. 
OxTED  (Eden),  C  P,  Surrey,  21 ;  23.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31J;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  4li;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver).  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 
PONDER's  End  (Lea).  A,  Middlesex,  10 ;  9d. 
Potter's  Bar  (Cohie),  E,  Middlesex,  12|;  Is.  .3d. 
Pulborough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;.  5s.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions,  2s.  6d). 
Eadlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d. 
Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20J  ;  2s. 
Eiokmansworth  (Colne),  H  I," Herts,  22J;  Is.  9d.. 
Eoydon  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  225- ;  Is.  9d. 
EUDP-^iCK  (Arun),  P,  Sussex'44;  4s.  2d. 
Eyz  House  (Lea).  A,  Herts,  19;  ls.8d. 
S  j-NDY  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
1)AWBRidgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  2s.  3^d. 
Selham  (Bother),  P,  Sussex,  58;  os.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55;  6s.  9d. 
Shblfoed  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4s.  5\d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20i;  Is.  8d. 
Sheppbrton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18f ;  28. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  I8I;  Is.  lld. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  191;  2s. 
Standon  (Eib),  A,  Herts,  29^;  2s.  e^d. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex  33 ;  2s.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Cohie),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20;  2s.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70; ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20J;  Is.  9d- 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51i;  5s.  5d. 
Stokb  MANDEVILLE,  I,  Bucks,  37;  33.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58i;  43.  ll'd. 
Sunbury  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16|;  Is.  Sd. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22i ;  2s.  4d 
Tempsfoed  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47J;  43.  lld. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49J;  5s.  -id. 
Theydon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  S\A 
Three  Beidges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29;  ;)s. 
Tilbhdest  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38f;  4s.  Id. 
Tring  (Eeservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31  J;  3s.  4d. 
Tunbeidqe  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29^  ;  3s.  3d. 
Twyfoed  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d, 
UXBEIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15J;  la.  7d. 
"VIEGINIA  Watbe  (Thames),  D,Berks,  ■2.'!:  2p.  d 
WALTON  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  U)d. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is  Idi 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22^;  Is.  lld. 
Waterbeaoh  (Cam).  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  'id 
Wateringbuey  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46 ;  49. 
Wbndover,  I,  Bucks,  331 ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Deayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13| ;  la.  5^^ 
"West  Geinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45;  4s.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Eib),  A,  Herts.  32i  ;  2s.  9^. 
■Weybeidge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2s. 
Whittlesfoed  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49 ;  4s.  'id. 
WlOKFOED  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s.  2d- 
WiDFOED  (Ash),  A.  Herts,  24 ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21^ ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3^d. 
Woking  (Bas'ngstkeCanal), D,  Surrey,  24^;  2s.6d, 
WOODHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31;  23. 7d. 
WeAYSBURT (Thms. &Colae), D,Bucks,21|;  2s.3d. 
Weoxham  (Broads,  Ac),  A,  Norfolk,  122f ;  10s. 
Yaldinq  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  38^;  48. 
YARMOUTH  (Bure,  <fce.).  A,  Norfolk,  121;  10s. 
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^ottsi  ftom  tfit  ^ortf). 

Matters  are  getting  very  dull  on  the  Dee.  There  are 
few  fish  about  the  lower  paits  of  the  river,  hut  plenty  in 
the  upper  parts.  - 

The  side  streams  are  meantime  commanding  the  best 
attention  of  anglers,  and  especially  those  affecting  the 
Garden  Fly,  good  baskets  of  trout  being  had  even  on  the 
smallest  burns,  which,  by  and  bye,  will  be  quite  dried  up 
with  a  continuance  of  the  present  drought. 

The  small  Loggie  and  the  Silver  Doctor  have  been 
accounting  for  most  of  the  fish  got  on  the  Glentana  and 
upper  beats.  ____ 

Sea  trout  anglers  are  doing  fairly  well  on  the  tidal 
reaches  of  the  Dee,  Ythan,  and  Findhorn,  where  sport 
has  just  commenced  after  the  smolt  migration. 

To  name  the  favourites  in  the  north  here  would  be  to 
give  a  list  as  long  as  one's  arm.  The  Black  and  Teal,  the 
nine  Charm,  Green  Drake,  March  Brown,  the  Red 
Spinner,  Zulus  of  all  colours,  Lord  Saltoun,  and  Heather 
Moth  may  suffice  as  specimens  in  common  among  all. 

The  tube  is  one  of  the  best  sea  trout  lures,  and  should 
iiever  be  neglected,  at  one  time  or  another,  during  the  day. 
It  is  taken  for  the  sand  eel,  and  works  best  in  a  rising  tide 
or  a  bit  of  wind. 

Frank  Farquharson,  the  famous  Blackhall  Castle  keeper, 
is  as  hale  and  hearty  as  ever,  and  still  on  the  look  out  for 
a  wife,  for  Frank  is  still  a  bachelor.  They  have  had  a 
fairly  good  spring  as  things  have  gone,  but  seen  many 
better  en  the  Lower  Dee.  Willie  Dawson,  another  keeper 
in  that  quarter  of  the  valley,  has  the  same  opinion  as  the 
others,  that  the  spiing  on  the  lower  waters  cf  the  Dee  has 
only  been  middling.   

The  Gordon  has  been  the  killing  fly  on  the  Dee,  and 
next  to  it  may  be  put  the  Mar  Lodge  and  Akroyd.  Dr 
Jim  had  a  20-pounder  with  the  Mar  Lodge.  Sir  John 
Willoughby  did  best  with  the  Gordon. 


Mrs.  Henry  Smith  has  been  doing  good  work  in  the 
Braemar  reaches.  Along  with  Colonel  Henry  Smith  and 
Colonel  Morland,  they  have  been  putting  in  the  past  few 
months  on  the  Lower  Invercauld  water  with  good  effect. 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  are  again  losing 
ground  as  to  the  year's  progress,  and  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Fishings  Commictee  their  loss  was  put  down  as 
equal  to  that  of  last  year,  which  was  among  the  poorest 
on  record.  A  good  rattling  spate  would  set  matters  right 
as  far  as  the  grilse  season  is  concerned,  we  think. 


The  various  committees  in  charge  of  the  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  to  be  held  in  Aberdeen,  have  now 
got  fairly  under  way  with  their  work.  .All  have  some- 
thing on  hand,  and  both  the  Lord  Provost  and  Mr.  Bander, 
the  secretary,  have  to  be  heartily  congratulated  on  the 
start  so  admirably  made.   

The  committee  of  the  Koyal  Humane  Society  have  just 
bestowed  their  medal  on  Mr.  R.  Sinnot,  Inverness,  for 
rescuing  a  boy  from  the  Ness  last  month,  while  playing  at 
the  river  side.  The  rescue  was  completed  after  an  hour's 
resuscitatory  treatment.   

Miss  Craigmyle,  Banchory,  does  a  good  thing  in  the 
way  of  snapshots  at  the  river  side.  The  Dee,  all  up  and 
down,  is  her  favourite  hunting  grounds,  the  Feugh  coming 
in  for  a  special  share  of  her  attention  when  in  flood. 
When  the  famous  Africanders  were  on  the  Glentana 
waters,  last  March,  Miss  Craigmyle  was  the  only  amateur 
photographer  who  got  on  speaking  terms  with  Dr.  Jim, 
and  showed  us  the  "  Doctor's  Album,"  as  she  is  pleased  to 
style  a  collection  which  most  young  ladies  who  own  a 
camera  would  be  exceedingly  proud  of. 

Special  Scotch. 


(provincial- motes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  June  2 ,  at  the 
headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  fully  attended, 
twenty-three  members  being  present.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  committee  meeting,  held  May  5,  were  adopted,  after 
which,  Messrs.  Coles,  Dance,  and  White  gave  in  a  report 
of  the  memorial  sent  to  the  Midland  Railway  Company 
praying  for  a  reduction  on  the  fares  as  now  charged  to  the 
members  to  travel  to  all  stations  mentioned  on  the 
travelling  cards.  The  report  went  to  show  that  one  of  the 
officials  of  the  company  had  paid  a  visit  to  Birmingham  to 
interview  Messrs.  Coles  and  White  upon  the  important 
matter  contained  in  the  memorial,  and  that  the  nature  of 
the  interview  was  in  every  point  of  view  of  a  satisfactory 
nature.  So  much  so,  that  before  many  dajs  are  past  the 
railway  sub-committee  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion will  set  to  work  in  other  directions.  The  report  was 
adopted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  sub-com- 
mittee for  their  valuable  services  rendered.  The  visiting 
committee  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Aston 
Tavera  Society,  who  applied  to  remove  to  the  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Aston.  The  apphcation  was  granted. 
An  application  for  affiliation  was  made  by  a  new  club,  held 


at  the  Brewers'  Arms  Inn,  Highgate-road.  Opposition 
was  raised  to  the  club's  affiliation  by  the  Junction,  South 
Birmingham,  and  Greet  Societies,  who  hold  their 
meetings  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  On  these  grounds 
the  application  was  refused.  The  application  of  the 
Latimer  Society  for  affiliation  was  referred  to  the  visiting 
committee.  The  clubhouse  is  the  Lion  and  Lamb, 
Latimer-street.  One  of  our  oldest  clubs,  namely,  the 
Belmont,  applied  to  remove  from  the  Brunswick  Hotel. 
Lancaster-street,  to  the  White  Swan  Inn,  Legge-street. 
This  application  was  also  referred  to  the  visiting 
committee.  The  president  next  introduced  the  association's 
annual  excursion  and  contest  business,  and  invited  the 
committee  to  recommend  suitable  places  for  the  approval 
of  the  general  body  of  delegates.  With  this  in  view  the 
following  places  were  submitted,  namely,  Tewkesbury, 
to  fish  the  Severn  ;  Lincolnshire,  to  fish  the  Witham  ;  and 
Abingdon,  to  fish  the  Thames.  The  secretary  was 
instructed  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  re  the  last 
two  places,  and  place  it  before  the  general  meeting.  The 
committee  also  unanimously  resolved  to  recommend  that  a 
grant  of  £50  be  made  for  prizes.  The  secretary  was 
instructed  to  write  the  L.N.W.R.  Co.  with  respect  to  a 
Sunday  train  stopping  at  Alrewas,  for  the  convenience  of 
a  large  number  of  members  who  fish  in  this  district.  This 
concluded  the  chief  portion  of  the  business.  Anglers  who 
visit  the  Pershore  district  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
fruit  growers  will  have  a  good  crop  of  stone  fruit  this 
year.  Last  year  turned  out  very  bad  for  the  growers, 
and  as  a  consequence  some  of  the  anglers'  baskets  came 
back  a  bit  light  in  weight.  Whilst  speaking  of  Pershore. 
I  wish  to  say  that  the  local  anglers  and  landowners,  who 
take  a  lively  interest  in  angling,  have  very  strongly 
adhered  to  the  close  season,  and  not  a  rod  has  been  out 
on  the  water,  so  the  fish  have  had  a  very  nice  time  for 
their  spawning.  And  I  now  wish  to  remind  those  anglers 
who  think  of  visiting  Pershore  shortly,  that  no  one  will  be 
allowed  to  fish  the  river  in  certain  parts  owing  to  the 
mowing  grass  not  being  cut ;  and  I  would  advise  anglers 
to  go  elsewhere  until  this  is  done,  so  that  we  may  not 
receive  any  complaints  from  the  farmers,  who  have  been 
so  good  to  us  in  the  past.  The  Bellbarn  Angling  Society 
intend  holding  a  special  general  meeting  on  Monday  next, 
to  decide  where  their  annual  contest  will  be  fished  at,  and 
if  possible  adopt  a  size  of  fish  to  be  retained.  The  Vine 
Unity  hold  their  half  yearly  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening 
next,  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  their  annual 
contest,  &c.  On  Tuesday  evening  last  a  notice  appeared 
in'our  local  evening  papers  to  the  effect  that  the  three 
railway  companies  had  decided  to  discontinue  running 
half  day  excursions.  A  large  number  of  anglers  not 
connected  with  our  association  used  to  avail  themselves  of 
these  excursions,  but  now  that  these  excursions  have  been 
stopped  I  shall  expect  a  great  influx  of  new  members  into 
our  association.  Some  of  our  provincial  members  are 
very  angry  at  the  action  of  anglers  taking  coarse  fish  from 
the  Severn  during  the  close  time,  which  is  no  fault  of  the 
Provincial  Association,  who  are  powerless  to  prevent  this 
kind  of  thing,  as  it  is  sanctioned  by  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  by  granting  permits  to  anglers  for  the  taking  of 
coarse  fish  during  the  close  season. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 
Glorious  summer  weather  has  come  to  us  at  last,  and  its 
appearance  rejoices  the  heart  of  the  ever  patient  angler. 
And  with  it  has  come  the  welcome  May  Fly,  which  is  now 
spending  its  brief  career  on  most  of  the  Dei-byshire 
streams.    The  fly  is  not,  however,  yet  in  fuU  perfection, 
nor  are  the  fish  at  present  taking  it  very  freely.  After  the 
rains  of  last  week,  which  raised  and  discoloured  the  waters, 
they  have  now  settled  down  and  cleared  again,  and  are 
now  in  excellent  condition  for  both  fly  and  bottom  fishing. 
During  the  week  visitors  to  our  streams  have  increased  in 
number,  and  there  has  been  in  most  districts  satisfactory 
sport.    The  various  lengths  of  the  Dove  have  been  well 
patronised.    The  lower  reaches,  both  open  and  private, 
from  Norbury  down  to  the  junction  of  the  Dove  with  the 
Trent,  have  yielded  a  number  of  capital  baskets,  up  to  nine 
brace,  and  very  good  sport  has  been  had  on  the  middle 
lengths  south  of  Thorpe.    The  Dove  Dale  waters  have  had 
numerous  visitors,  and  some  excellent  baskets  have  been 
made  there,  the  fish  generally  being  of  good  size,  and  in 
capital  condition.    On  the  upper  lengths,  by  Mill  Dale, 
Load  Mill,  and  Wolfscote,  several  nice  lots  of  fish  have 
been  killed,  and  good  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Beresford 
Dale  and  Hartington  waters.    The  several  tributaries  of 
the  Dove  have  had  a  fair  sprinkling  of  visitors,  and  some 
very  decent  creels  of  moderate  sized  trout  have  been  made 
during  the  week.    The  angling  has  much  improved  on  the 
Wye  the  last  few  days,  and  anglers  have  been  more  numerous 
than  of  late  on  most  of  the  open  lengths.    'The  Rowsley, 
Haddon,  and  Bakewell  waters  have  had  about  the  full 
number  of  allowed  rods  on  most  days  of  the  present  week, 
and  several  excellent  baskets  have  been  made  ;  and  on  the 
private  waters  by  Ashford  and  Monsal  Dale  some  large 
creels  of  good  sized  fish  have  been  taken.    The  Cressbrook 
and  Miller's  Dale  lengths  have  also  yielded  numerous  nice 
lots  of  fish.    Since  the  waters  have  cleared  and  gone 
down,  there  has  been  very  satisfactory  sport  on  the  upper 
lengths  of  the  Derwent,  between  the  village  of  Derwent 
Chapel,  Ashopton,  and  Yorkshire  Bridge  ;  and  several 
anglers  have  met  with  good  success  on  the  waters  by  Bam- 
ford  and  Mytham  Bridge.  The  Sicleholme,  Hathersage,  and 
Grindleford  lengths  have  furnished  some  excellent  creels 
to  members  and  ticket  holders  of  the  Hathersage  Angling 
Society ;  and  on  the  adjoining  waters,  both  open  and 
private,  of  Stoke,  Froggatt,  and  Calver,  several  good 
baskets  have  been  made.    On  the  Baslow  and  Chatsworth 
lengths  anglers  have  been  numerous,  and  creels  up  to 
seven  and  eight  brace  have  been  made.  The  lower  reaches, 
between  Chatsworth  Park  (south  end),  Beely,  and  Rowsley, 
have  furnished  some  nice  lots  of  fish  to  several  anglers, 
and  on  the  adjoining  Darley  Dale  lengths  there  has  been 
some  very  fair  sport.    Angling,  on  the  whole,  has  been 


but  moderately  good  on  the  Matlock  and  Matlock  Bath 
waters  ;  but  it  is  improving,  and  a  few  days  may  see  it  aa 
good  as  ever.  Sport  has  been  fairly  satisfactory  on  the 
Holmosford,  Watstanwell,  and  Ambergate  lengths,  where 
anglers  on  most  days  have  been  numerous. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  considerable  amount  of  rain  in  this 
district  during  the  last  few  days,  which  has  vastly  improved 
conditions  in  the  river  Hull,  and  also  its  tributaries,  and 
large  fish  are  now  on  the  rise  in  most  parts  of  the  liver, 
both  above  and  below  the  lock.  Several  nice  trout  have 
been  taken  during  the  week  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the 
river,  and  especially  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  Weel, 
Thearne,  and  Dunswell.  A  brace  of  very  good  fish  were 
also  taken  at  the  Pumping  Station  on  Monday,  and  the  takes 
of  flounders  in  this  vicinity  have  been  very  good.  Daring 
the  holidays  no  less  than  nine  club  matoiies  were  fished 
in  various  parts  of  the  river,  and  in  most  cases  very  fair 
takes  were  the  result.  But  the  best  catch  of  the 
season  so  far  was  in  Minto-Flatts,  where  twonty-five 
members  of  the  River  Hull  Angling  Society  weighed-in 
no  less  than  581b.  12Joz.,  chiefly  of  flounders  and  eels, 
the  four  best  takes  being  as  follows  :  First,  Mr.  Henry 
Whitfield,  51b.  15Joz. second,  Mr.  G.  Skow,  51b.  IJoz. ; 
third,  Mr.  T.  Herbert,  41b.  7oz.  ;  and  fourth,  Mr.  J. 
Barley,  31b.  15|oz.  The  West  Hull  Society  fished  a 
match  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  J.  Petty  secnriug  the  first 
prize  with  21b.  15oz. ;  Mr.  William  Crossland,  the  second, 
with  lib.  14ioz.  ;  and  Mr.  Frank  Carle,  third,  with  only 
12j0z.  The  Horns  Angling  and  Recreation  Society  also 
fished  at  Hull  Bridge,  Messrs.  J.  Storey,  A.  Breiley,  and 
J.  Barnby  being  the  winners  of  the  first  three  prizes  ; 
and  at  the  Osborne  A.S.  match,  at  the  same  plac3, 
Messrs.  Bartlett,  R.  Goodin,  and  Procter  took  the  first 
three  honours.  The  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  A.S. 
fished  just  below  Hempholme  Lock,  but  had  only 
poor  sport,  Messrs.  A.  Hope,  F,  AVaites,  and  W.  G. 
Stockton  being  awarded  the  first  three  prizes.  Weel- 
ferry  was  selected  by  the  Sandringham  A.S.  to  fish 
their  match  at,  Mr.  W.  Pashby  taking  first  prize 
with  21b.  IJoz.,  and  Messrs.  W.  H.  Ward  and  F.  Cattle 
the  next  two,  vrith  lib.  l.Soz.  and  lib.  12oz.  respectively. 
The  North  Myton  A.S.  also  fished  their  match  at  the  same 
place,  the  first  three  winners  being  Messrs.  G.  Thompson, 
J.  W.  Moore,  and  W.  Arnold.  The  Stoneferry  Star  A.S. 
fished  their  match  at  Wawne,  Mr.  J.  Hattersley  succeeding 
in  taking  first  prize  with  lib.  4jOz. ;  and  at  the  same  place 
the  Old  Sculcoates  A.S.  fished  theirs,  Mr.  W.  Peacock 
weighing  in  lib.  ll^oz.  for  first  place,  being  closely 
followed  by  Mr.  T.  Muir  for  the  second,  with  lib.  lloz. 
A  sweepstakes  was  also  jfished  near  Walton  Beckend,  by  a 
club  lately  formed  at  Wiefholme  Ferry,  by  the  anglers 
who  have  houseboats  moored  in  the  vicinity.  The  club  is 
named  the  Wiefholme  Angling  Club,  the  headquarters 
being  at  the  Three  Jolly  Tars  Inn,  or  Ferry  House.  Mr. 
H.  Hill  was  the  winner  of  the  sweepstakes.  At  the  June 
council  meeting  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  several  important  matters  relating  to  the 
river  were  discussed,  and  a  notice  of  motion  was  given  in 
to  restrict  the  catching  of  immature  fish,  and  to  fix  a  size 
limit  for  each  species,  which  is  of  vital  importance  ;  another 
was  the  forming  of  a  committee  to  carry  out  the  netting 
operations  from  the  Stoneferry  Reservoirs.  The  president 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Barker)  repoited  that  the  s.s.  Em2jre.<.<  had 
been  secured  for  the  August  Bank  Holiday  members' 
match  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  leaving  Hull  on  that  day  at 
8  a.m.,  returning  from  the  Sluice  at  8  p.m.  It  was  also 
resolved  to  hold  the  Jubilee  Hospital  Match  at  the  same 
place,  on  Sept.  24  (half  day  excursion),  the  Association 
Charity  Challenge  Shield  to  be  competed  for  by  the 
respective  club  teams  at  the  same  time.  The  next  councO 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  (|)ueen's  Hotel  on  the  15th  inst. 
The  Albion  Angling  Association  fished  their  second  match 
at  Hedon,  on  the  Burstwick  Drain,  Mr.  Frank  Carle  taking 
the  first  prize,  but  the  takes  were  only  small 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Atherton  Centre  Angling  Association  have  issued  a 
neat  card  of  the  rules,  &c.,  which  govern  their  private 
waters,  known  as  the  Atherton  Lake.    The  executive  to 
control  the  district  is  as  follows :  President,  Mr.  John 
FulUlove ;  treasurer,  Mr.  Thomas  Greenough ;  secretary, 
Mr.  Alfred  Hurat ;   committee,  Messrs.  Reuben  Sale, 
Isaac    Dawson,   William    WUde,    Thomas  Greenough, 
Richard  Sumner,  and  Charles  Wood.   Warrington  anglers 
are  evidently  a  thankful  race  of  men,  for  they  have  passed 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  joint  committee  of  the  Mersey  and 
Irwell  rivers — pei'haps  sewers  would  be  a  better  name — 
for  their  efforts  to  stop  pollution.    They  may  have  tried, 
but  that  is  all,  for  they  flow  on  in  all  their  usual  filthiness. 
If  some  of  our  executive  or  governing  bodies  would  tike  a 
lesson  from  the  Yorkshire  I'ishery  Board,  and  make 
a  few  "  sit  up,"  we  should  simply  adore  them.  Whilst 
every    effort    appears    to    be    made    in  Yorkshire 
to  protect  sport,  we  in  Lancashire  sit  down  and  "  twiddle 
our  thumbs  ; ' '  and  no  wonder,  when  prominent  officials 
promote  big  events  in  close  time.    Amongst  others  that 
have  been  to  Llanymynech  are  Messrs.  T.  and  R.  Driver, 
S.  Hall,  Thos.  Asbworth,  and  H.  Hyde  ;  but  beyond  a 
trout  to  S.  Driver,  of  14oz.,  and  a  pike  to  H.  Hyde,  of 
41b. ,  nothing  13  worth  recording  in  the  death  roll.  Their 
tempers,  however,  were  severely  tried  by  the  loss  of  water 
entailed  by  letting  off  of  five  miles  of  the  I  cil  canal.  It 
is  not  altogether  the  loss  of  the  water,  but  the  loss  of  the 
fish,  which  appear  to  have  been  ruthlessly  destroj  ed  by 
the  boatmen  and  natives,  who  carried  away  fish  of  fib. 
weight  in  buckets  full,  mostly  roach.     We  have  assur- 
ances of  good  sport  in  Lincolnshire  after  the  16th,  for  no 
less  than  three  independent  reports  are  to  hand  of  the 
prospects.    Mr.  Ford  reports  well  of  the  Ancholme,  and 
also  those  of  Mr.   Coddington  and  Mr.  Richardson, 
both  of  Dogdyke.    True  the  spawning  season  has  been 
delayed,  but  still  good  sport  is  to  be  expected.  The  Ribble 
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F.  SCHUTTE, 

Sporting  Tailor  and  Breeches  Maker, 

26,  MADDOX  ST,,  BOND  ST., 

LONDON,  W. 

(From  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Sons,  Btook-st.) 


FREEMANS'  "KINGFISHER"  BAIT, 

THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  EOACH-PASTE  KNOWN  TO  ANGLERS. 

Perfectly  Coloured  and  Flavoured.  Hundreds  of  Testimonials. 

In  Id.  and  2d.  Packets,  6d.  and  Is.  Tins.     By  Post  9d.  and  Is.  4d. 

FREEMANS'  RHODIAN  OIL, 

For  Flavouring  Bread  and  other  Pastes. 

In  Bottles  Id.,  3d.,  6d.,  Is.,  2s.  6d.,  Ss.,  lOs.     Posted  3d.  extra  any  size. 

FREEMAIMS'  GROUND  BAIT, 

The  perfection  of  a  good  ground  bait.    In  Id.  packets,  and  Gd.  and  Is.  tins.    By  post,  9d.  and  Is.  4d. 
1  cwt.,  2is.  ;  i  cwt.,  12s.  (Jd. ;  i  cwt.,  7s.  Cd. ;  14lb.,  4s.  6d.    Carriage  paid  to  any  station. 

FREEMANS'  ''RUBICERE," 

A  Cake  for  Dressing  Lines.    In  Id.,  Sd.,  and  fid.  Cakes.    By  post,  2d.  extra. 
ASK   YOUR   TACKLE    DEALER   FOR   ANY   OF   THE  ABOVE. 
None  genuine  unless  bearing  our  Hegistered  Trade  Mark,  the  signature,  "  Wm.  Freeman." 
Befuse  all  substitutes  offered  (on  which,  you  may  be  sure,  the  Eetailer  offering  them  gets  more 
profit.)         j^jgrp  OF  TROUT  AND  GOLDFISH  FOODS  ON  APPLICATION'. 

OUE  SPECI.\LITIES  ABE  WELL  SPOKEN  OF  BY  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


THE  NIMROD  SPORTiNG  COAT 

(patented  as  the  Improveil  Sporting  Coat)  sur- 
jiasses  in  practical  utility  and  comfort  all  sport- 
ing coats  hitherto  invented.  It  marks  a  complete 
innovation  in  the  art  of  waterproofing,  certain 
portions  of  the  coat  only  being  waterproofed, 
leaving  others  free  for  ventilation,  sanitary 
principles beingprimarily  considered.  Yoked  front 
and  back,  having  a  double  strap  which  secares 
that  the  fulness  shall  be  at  the  back  and  hips, 
leaving  the  front  perfectly  plain. 
ABHiEJS,  SCMUTTE  Sc  CO. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 

NATURAL  BAIT? 

UNSUEPASSED  FOR  ALL  FISH  which 
will  take  a  PASTE  BAIT.  Is  used  by 
the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day  with  the 
greatest  success. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker  —  WM.  KING, 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late  157, 
Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 


FREEMANS^ 


Sole  Manufacturers: 
Chemists  and  Fish 
Food  Makers, 


CITY  ROAD,  BIRMINGHAM. 


FOR  PRESERVING 


XJSE 

SCHERING'S 


As  supplied  by  all 
Chemists,  or  direct  from 


The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd., 


Iiondon,  £.0. 


"  Ajnong  the  beat  and  cheapest  Hotels  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dickens. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTEIOT  BAIL  WAY,  THE  LAW  DOUBTS. 
THEATBES,  STBAND,  THE  BIVEB,  &o. 


FISHIMG  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Houses,  Land,  &  Estates 
To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Salea  and  Eesults  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY-  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPnON,  15s. 

Ohibf  Office 
6,  ST.  BRIDE  STREET,  LONDON,  £.C. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


m&AJ?  Qa4i^T£JiS  0^  H'HS  FLY  FISHEF^S  CLUB.) 

TICTORIA  EnBAHKHENT,  STRAHD,  LONDON. 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 
BED.    BREAKFAST.    AND    ATTENDANCE   FROM  6s. 


AN  IMPORTANT  NAVAL  WORK. 

Two  vols.,  royal  8vo.,  30s., 

FIFTH  EDITION 
IN  THE  PRESS 

OF 

IRONCLADS 

IN 

ACTIOU 


H.  W.  WILSON. 

With  Introduction  by 

Captain  A.  T.  MAHAN. 


The  TIMES. — "  As  Captain  Mahan  says  in  his  singu- 
larly wise  and  pregnant  introduction :  '  Its  title  is  narrowt  r 
than  its  actual  scope.  .  ,  .  It  is  in  form  an  appeal  to 
history.'  " 

The  STANDARD.—"  The  naval  world  will  be  the  wiser 
for  the  booli,  which  will  take  its  place  as  a  standard  work 
and  will  long  retain  that  position." 

MORNING  POST.— "  Deserves  to  be  studied  by  everj 
naval  o£Bcer. " 

The  DAILY  NEWS.—"  It  will  be  of  the  greatest  use  to 
all  who,  as  students,  writers,  or  statesmen,  are  interested 
in  the  question  of  sea  power." 

The  DAILY  CHRONICLE.—"  In  a  word,  the  work  is 
worthy  of  the  subject — the  most  Important  subject,  as  we 
think,  which  can  command  the  attention  of  Englishmen, 
for  it  involves  no  less  than  national  safety  and  national 
life." 

The  TIMES. — "  Admirably  provided  with  maps  and 
plans,  and  with  a  large  number  of  drawings  of  notable 
warships." 

LIVERPOOL  MEROUBT.— "  The  llluatrations  »re  in 
every  respect  admirable." 


LONDON 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fktter  Lank 


'T'OURISTS*  FORTNIGHTLY  and 
FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft, 
Cromer,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold  and 
Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  trains  from 
LONDON  (Liverpool  -  street),  also  from 
G.E.  suburban  stations  and  New  Cross 
(L.B.  and  S.C.),  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  These  cheap  tickets 
are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland) 
and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  BACK, 
2s.  6d.  daily,  by  through  fast  trains  from 
LIVERPOOL  -  STREET  and  FEN- 
CHURCH  -  STREET.  Cheap  Through 
Tickets  are  also  issued  at  stations  on  the 
Metropolitan  and  Metropolitan  District 
Railways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH 
and  BACK,  4s.,  from  Liverpool-street, 
on  SUNDAYS,  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on 
MONDAYS  at  8.0  a.m. 

BROXBOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE, 
Is.  6d.  daily,  from  Liverpool-street,  &c., 
and  on  week  days  only  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.  daily,  from 
Liverpool-street,  Fenohurch-street,  Dept- 
ford-road  (East  London  Railway),  Gospel 
Oak,  &c. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 

WILLIAM  BIRT, 

QeneraX  Manager. 

London,  June,  1898. 
The  Ligniest  Bods  In  Use.    Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  Cash  0nl7. 

lift,  snake  rings,  wineh   fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  4id.  extra. 
Balanced  handle.  Is.  extra. 
"Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it."— Marston,  Fishins  Qazbttb,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed, 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag  about  12oz.,  price 
5b.  4d.,  lO^ft. ;  fia.  lOd.,  lift,   carriage  6d.  extra. 

BABOAIZTS. 

Salmon  Gut,  14in.,  4s.  6d. ;  fine  first  quality 
undrawn  gut,  20in.,  3s.  lid.;  18in.,  8b.  8d.;  161a., 
2b.  2d.,  Uin.  XXXX.  Drawn  Gmt,  8a.  lid.  per  190. 

51.  BOOTH, 

FISHING    ROD    MAKER.  HULL. 


THE 

HALF-TEARLT  YOLUIES 


OF  THK 


FISHING  GAZETTE, 

Bound  in  cloth, 
May  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher  a. 

Price  6/6  each ;  post  free,  7/3. 


London : 

Sampson  Low,  Mabston  4  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dnnstan'a  Honae,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 

Bend  2b.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  "The  Publishers'  Oia- 

OULAS  AND  BOOSSBLLEBS'  BEOOBD,"    St.  DUQ' 

Stan's  House  Fetter  Lane,  Londoa 


June  11,  1898] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


has  again  suffered  from  inclement  weather,  but  towards 
Let  week-end  several  good  baskets  were  made.  This 
report  refers  to  the  upper  reaches  only.  The  Wyre  fished 
only  moderately,  the  fish  rose  badly,  and  only  in  the 
tributaries  with  bait  can  decent  sport  be  had.  The  Lune 
atd  its  tributaries  are  still  disappointing.  Beyond  one 
basket  of  ten  trout  nothing  is  to  hand.  A  few  sea  trout 
are  reported  killed,  and  the  bailiffs  have  killed  eight  more 
pike.  The  Oldham,  Stalybridge,  and  Ashton  Amalgama- 
tion held  their  quarterly  meeting  on  June  7,  at  Ashton, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Hall  presiding.  It  was  announced  by  the 
fishery  committee  that  the  fish  from  the  hatchery  had 
been  distributed  in  the  various  waters  of  the  association. 
A  further  resolution  decided  to  fish  their  annual  match  on 
July  9,  in  the  canal  at  Dukinfield. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  weather  has  now  assumed  a  more  summerlike 
character,  and  trout  anglers  ara  beginning  to  bestir  them- 
I  elves.  The  streams  are  in  the  very  pink  of  condition,  and 
fly  fishermen,  who  have  not  previously  had  an  opportunity 
of  commencing  sport  owing  to  the  adverse  climatic 
conditions,  should  now  do  well.  On  Wednesday  the  fish 
were  showing  capital  sport  on  most  streams,  and  several 
lice  fish  were  captured.  On  the  Barlings  river,  and  some 
of  the  streams  in  the  Sleaford  district,  sport  has  been 
confined  almost  solely  to  bottom  fishing,  and  evening  has 
proved  the  best  time  for  operations.  Improved  sport 
should  now  be  had  on  the  G wash,  which  is  well  stocked 
with  fish.  On  this  and  other  waters,  however,  otters  have 
done  some  damage,  and  the  Bucks  otter  hounds  have  been 
in  the  district  trying — to  a  certain  extent — to  put  a  stop 
to  their  depredations.  Several  have  from  time  to  time 
been  killed.  The  prospects  for  commencing  the  coarse 
fishing  season  in  the  fen  district  are  very  good. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  majority  of  our  men  are  just  upon  the  point  of 
beginning  this  season's  fishing,  and  we  may  expect  to  hear 
more — in  fact,  a  lot  more — of  doings  in  private  waters 
than  heretofore.  The  Sun  Angling  Society's  private 
waters,  especially  those  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Plumbley, 
are  doing  well ;  in  fact,  remarkably  well.  In  the  Moss 
Side  Socials'  waters  the  rainbow  trout  are  doing  well,  and 
also  the  roach,  many  fine  fish  being  taken.  The  Old 
Standard  Angling  Society,  for  their  first  match  on  the 
18th  and  19th,  have  got  together  a  good  lot  of  valuable 
prizes ;  in  fact,  there  will  be  one  for  nearly  every  man  who 
fishes.  The  Kingfishers'  waters  are  doing  well,  Mr.  C.  S. 
Cooke,  in  two  days  last  week,  took  between  twenty  and 
thirty  trout.  Some  of  our  men,  disappointed  at  the  sport 
to  be  had  at  Llanymynech,  took  to  joking  (something  fresh 
for  anglers).  The  usual  June  meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery  Board  of  Management  was  called  for  the  10th .  The 
fishery  opens  on  the  16th,  although,  perhaps,  it  had  better 
have  been  closed  for  another  month.  Several  of  the 
Buckland  anglers  have  been  to  the  Shrewsbury  district, 
but  the  prevailing  inclement  weather  followed  them  there. 
Very  little  sport  accrued,  but  they  are  satisfied  that  with 
decent  weather  good  fishing  can  be  had.  A  few  samples 
brought  home  included  a  perch  of  IJlb.  and  a  roach  of 
IJlb.  A  few  of  the  North  Manchester  anglers  have  been 
to  the  Isle  of  Man,  but  do  not  give  any  glowing  reports  of 
sport  over  there.  The  best  results  were  obtained  with  the 
fly,  land  the  principal  fly  was  the  Red  Spinner.  This  is 
only  as  others  have  found  the  ease,  for  no  less  than  four 
reports  on  useful  flies  mention  the  Red  Spinner  first,  and 
all  locate  it  as  the  point  fly.  For  once  there  appears  a 
concensus  of  opinion  as  to  the  best  fly.  An  item  for  the 
curious  is  to  be  found  at  Will  Chambers's  depot  in  Market- 
place, Manchester,  in  the  shape  of  an  ancient  tackle  book, 
110  years  old.  It  was  the  property  of  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Tunstall,  of  Yorkshire,  and  bears  date  1787,  although  some 
documents  in  it  are  of  an  earlier  date,  I  think  1786. 
There  are  a  few  old  style  flies,  which,  together  with  old 
gut  and  some  hair  lines,  are  worth  scrutinising. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

The  May  Fly  is  now  up  on  the  local  waters  where  it 
appears.  At  Fakenham,  on  the  water  belonging  to  the 
Wensum  Preservation  Society,  some  good  fish  have  been 
killed.  Baskets  of  two,  three,  and  four  and  a  half  brace 
of  fish  have  been  obtained  on  the  Green  Drake,  some  of 
the  fish  running  up  to  i^lh.  each.  The  water  is  in 
excellent  condition,  but  on  the  best  May  Fly  water — that 
highest  upstream — the  weeds  are  somewhat  troublesome. 
Most  of  the  fishing  stations  on  the  public  waters  are  now 
busy  preparing  for  their  visitors.  I  was  at  Brundall  on 
Monday,  and  was  surprised  to  see  the  alteration  that  the 
new  proprietor,  Mr.  G.  Smith,  has  made  at  the  Yare 
Hotel.  The  house  has  been  considerably  altered  and 
added  to,  a  new  bar,  bar  parlour,  and  kitchen  being  buUt ; 
while,  outside,  a  new  bowling  green  has  been  made.  A 
splendid  lot  of  boats  lie  in  the  dyke  running  up  to  the 
house  from  the  river.  These  are  let  out  at  Is.  a  day,  and 
are  the  best  boats  on  the  river,  and  the  cheapest. 
Altogether,  Mr.  Smith  has  done  his  best  for  anglers,  and 
visitors  to  his  house  will  be  made  most  comfortable. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  been  receding  since  Saturday,  and  coarse 
fish  anglers  are  making  extensive  preparations  for  the 
opening  day  (next  Thursday)  of  the  season.  The  caddis 
grub  is_  on  the  market,  and  is  in  great  demand.  The 
supply  is  less  than  for  years  past,  and  the  falling  off  is  due 
to  the  ever  increasing  sources  of  pollution.  On  a  tributary 
one  of  my  oldest  angling  friends,  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  of  the 
Wellington  Society,  has  creeled  three  and  a  half  brace  of 
splendid  trout ;  and  sundry  good  fish  of  the  same  species 
have  been  taken  on  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck.  The  other 
day  I  was  at  Stoke-on-Trent,  in  Staffordshire,  and  was 
shown  a  gfrand  collection  of  preserved  pike.  Most  had 
been  caught  at  Haywood  Wide — a  fine  sheet  of  water 
belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury.  The  latest  addition 
to  the  museum — for  museum  it  may  safely  be  termed— 


was  a  fish  of  25Jlb.  It  measures  42iin.  in  length ,  and 
21Jin.  in  girth.  The  lucky  captor  was  Mr.  W.  Hassall,  of 
the  Stoke  Angling  Society,  whose  headquarters  are  at  the 
Roebuck  Hotel,  and  to  which  hostelry  I  could  strongly 
recommend  friends  to  go  in  case  they  visit  the  central 
parts  of  the  potteries. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

At  last  the  weather  seems  to  have  settled  down,  and 
anglers  have  taken  full  advantage  of  the  recent  fine  days 
to  get  in  a  good  amount  of  fishing.  Locally  the  best  sport 
during  the  past  week  has  been  obtained  in  the  river  Loxley 
and  the  dams  in  that  valley.  The  Flour  Mill  section  has 
yielded  some  very  nice  fish,  and  with  maggots  rodsters 
have  generally  managed  to  get  good  results,  the  fish 
averaging  from  Jib.  to  lib.  in  weight.  Visitors  to  the 
dams  at  Storrs  and  Low  Bradfield  give  encouraging 
accounts  of  the  sport,  several  anglers  having  succeeded  in 
taking  satisfactory  catches  of  fish.  The  warmer  weather 
has  materially  improved  the  fishing  in  the  Rivelin, 
and  fish  have  been  biting  much  better  lately.  The  Der- 
went  is  again  fishing  well,  in  consequence  of  the  change  in 
the  weather,  and  in  the  water  near  Bamford  Bridge 
Sheffielders  have  fared  very  well.  Ants'  eggs  have 
accounted  for  a  fair  proportion  of  fish,  but  the  big  ones 
have  fallen  victims  to  worms,  which  have  proved  very 
killing.  Bottom  anglers  in  the  Amber  have  not  had  a 
good  time  of  it,  but  at  Wingfield  maggots  have  drawn  a 
few  fair  sized  trout ;  but  the  sport  has  not  been  up  to  the 
usual  good  standard.  The  river  Idle  has  furnished  a 
few  anglers  with  good  sport,  several  nice  fish  having 
been  grassed.  The  river  Sheaf,  near  MiUhouses,  has 
yielded  several  splendid  fish,  maggots  having  proved  a 
very  taking  bait.  Unfortunately,  a  short  time  ago  a  large 
number  of  fish  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river  were  killed 
by  some  poisonous  matter  being  turned  into  the  water 
near  Hackley  Bridge.  It  is  a  pity  something  cannot  be 
done  to  put  a  stop  to  this  occasional  contamination  of  the 
water.  The  Sheffield  Anglers'  Association  held  their 
quarterly  meeting  last  week,  when  it  was  reported  that 
Messrs.  Haig  and  Haig,  of  London,  have  offered  a  trophy 
for  the  annual  match.  It  was  decided  to  give  £120  in 
prizes,  and  it  was  also  resolved  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the  secretary  from  £10  to  £20.  The 
negotiations  between  the  society  and  the  Amalgamated 
Society  for  amalgamation  are  at  present  at  a  deadlock, 
although  at  one  time  there  were  every  prospects  that  they 
would  join  forces.  As  the  matter  stands  now,  the 
Amalgamated  Society  will  have  to  take  the  first  steps 
towards  reconciliation  and  amilgamation.  Coarse  fishing 
commences  next  week,  and  tnousands  of  Sheffield  anglers 
are  busy  looking  to  their  outfits,  in  order  to  get  away  as 
early  as  possible  in  the  season.  Prospects  are  fairly 
encouraging,  and  at  Shireoaks,  a  few  miles  away,  some 
excellent  roach  were  caught  on  Monday. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  last  we  have  been  favoured  with  weather  warm  and 
genial.  Tuesday,  bright  and  sunny,  quite  a  June  day,  and 
the  Teme  was  quite  alive  with  fish  rising  at  the  various 
flies,  which  were  swarming  in  the  suEshine  ;  but  sport 
with  the  artificial  was  very  slow  indeed,  and  the  May  Fly 
was  not  in  evidence,  and  the  fish  that  were  creeled  were 
mostly  taken  with  the  Orl  Fly,  a  few  trout  taking  the 
Soldier  Palmer.  A  good  few  members  have  fished  club 
waters,  but,  contrary  to  expectation,  the  takes  have  been 
small,  two  or  three  brace  have  been  about  the  limit.  The 
York  House  Club  held  their  quarterly  meeting  on 
Monday  evening,  which  was  well  attended,  Mr.  Benbow 
occupying  the  chair.  The  club  is  in  a  good  flourishing 
condition,  and  some  six  new  members  were  proposed, 
and  they  arranged  their  first  competition  of  the 
season  for  the  19th  inst.  in  the  Severn,  at  Lenchford, 
above  Holt,  to  which  place  they  journey  by  steamboat. 
The  Worcester  Working  Men's  Club  had  also  a  capital 
meeting,  and  have  arranged  their  first  competition  in  the 
Severn,  at  Severn  Stoke,  on  the  same  date,  and  there  are 
a  lot  of  prizes  to  fish  for  ;  and  the  Sabrina  Club  fish  their 
first  competition  in  the  Teme,  near  the  Admiral  Rodney, 
Martly,  on  the  20th  inst.,  to  which  place  they  journey  by 
brakes.  There  are  fifteen  prizes,  of  from  two  guineas 
downwards,  to  fish  for,  and  there  is  sure  to  be  a  large 
gathering.  It  is  decided  to  hold  the  inter-club  com- 
petition on  Bank  Holiday  Tuesday,  at  Pershore,  in  the 
Avon,  for  which  the  water  has  been  secured.  There  has 
been  a  fine  lot  of  salmon  taken  this  week  in  the  estuary  of 
the  Severn,  and  it  was  a  treat  to  see  the  grand  display 
our  fishmongers  made  on  Saturday.  Many  of  the  fish 
301b.  to  401b.  in  weight.   Prices  down  6d.  per  pound. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  of  delegates  at  the 
monthly  meeting,  held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  evening  last. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  president,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Medcalf,  assisted  by  the  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Blsmore.  After  the  minutes  were  confirmed,  the  cor- 
respondence read  to  the  meeting  included  a  letter  from 
Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  hon.  sec.  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  thanking 
the  delegates  for  the  donation  of  ten  guineas  he  had  duly 
received.  A  new  society  applied  for  enrolment,  called  the 
Stockwell  Angling  Society,  with  headquarters  at  the  Old 
Queen's  Head,  Stockwell-road,  S.W. ;  secretary,  Mr.  J. 
Houldsworth.  The  rules  having  been  carefully  scrutinised 
and  found  satisfactory,  they  were  duly  affiliated. 

The  president  congratulated  the  members  on  the  very 
encouraging  report  and  balance-sheet  of  last  season, 
which  showed  a  substantial  balance  in  hand,  and  an 
exceptional  amount  of  good  work  accomplished,  the  issue 
of  tickets  being  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  associa- 
tion. The  executive  had  recently  visited  the  various 
fishery  owners,  from  whom  it  was  gathered  they  had  not 


a  single  complaint  to  make  concerning  the  conduct  of 
members  during  the  season.  They  also  completed  arrange- 
ments for  about  sixteen  miles  of  unequalled  private  fish, 
ing  for  the  exclusive  use  of  members,  the  rentel  of  which 
had  been  already  paid  in  advance.  Other  waters  were  in 
view,  which  it  was  hoped  to  secure  at  an  early  date.  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen  reported  having  attended  the  audit  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  and  found  everything 
correct,  the  society  being  in  a  very  prosperous  con- 
dition, vrith  a  balance  of  upwards  of  £600  in  hand ; 
and,  on  the  projwsition  of  Mr.  C.  Watling,  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Crumplen 
for  his  honorary  labours.  Mr.  C.  Watling  reported  that  a 
successful  visit  had  been  paid  to  the  Blackfriars  A.S., 
twenty-five  clubs  being  present ;  also  a  visit  to  the 
Camden  A.S.,  but  in  this  instance  the  attendance  was  not 
quite  up  to  the  average.  Next  visit  would  be  to  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers,  on  Monday,  20th  inst.  Several 
important  details  were  arranged  in  reference  to  the  forth- 
coming competition  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  to  take 
place  at  Amberley,  on  Aug.  |  28.  Additional  promises 
of  prizes  were  given,  anl  everything  promised  for  a 
successful  gathering.  Secretaries  are  again  reminded  that 
in  every  case  appUcations  for  privilege  tickets  must  be 
accompanied  by  remittance.  A  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  the  president  and  vice-president  for 
conducting  the  business  of  the  evening.  All  communica- 
tions to  be  sent  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  6,  Priter-road, 
Bermondsey,  S.E. 


FISHING  ON  THE  KILLARNEY  LAKES 
AND  RIVERS. 
Since  last  report  the  weather  has  been  of  the  most 
vrretched  description,  both  from  an  angling  and  vegetarian 
standpoint.    Why,  in  fact,  it  was  more  like  December 
than  the  month  of  roses — piercing  east  and  north-easterly 
winds,  which  sometimes  touched  the  hurricane  point,  so 
much  so  that  boats  were  reluctant  to  encounter  the  lakes. 
Yet  this  is  all  changed  to-day  and  yesterday.    It  rained 
all  day  on  Saturday,  Saturday  night,  and  Sunday,  and  the 
waters  have  risen  upwards  of  3ft.,  which  no  doubt  will  give 
an  impetus  to  sport.    As  I  write  this  (Tuesday  evening) 
the  weather  is  ideal,  and  great  numbers  of  anglers  are  out 
in  both  departments.    The  only  takes  of  salmon  worthy 
of  notice  were  those  of  Colonel  Simpson,  C.B.,  Beaufort 
House,  who  landed  three  very  nice  salmon  on  the  Laune, 
10 Jib.,  121b.,  and  201b.    This  latter  is  the  second  largest 
fish  taken  this  season,  the  largest  having  been  got  by 
James  Fenton,  it  weighed  281b. ;  but  there  is  this  difference, 
Fenton's  was  got  by  trolling  with  spoon  bait,  while  the 
Colonel   landed  his   by  casting,   and  with    fly,  from 
bank.     Mrs.   Simpson,   on  3rd  inst.,  got  one  13Jlb. 
The  fly  used  was  lemon  grey,  tied  on  No.  4  hook. 
On  yesterday  Dan  Shea  got  one  salmon,  17ilb. ;  Denny 
Looney,  one,  91b. ;  Frank  Roberts,  one,  12lb.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  very  good.  To  give  an  idea,  on  yesterday, 
that  is,  Monday,  District  Inspector  Jones,  R.I.C.,  piloted 
by  Constable  Catterall,  got  three  dozen  splendid  fish.  The 
largest  turned  the  scales  at  2|lb.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  very  keen 
sportsman,  and  knows  the  killer  to  perfection.    I  was 
looking  and  listening  to  him  giving  instructions  about  his 
flies — how  they  should  be  tied,  size  of  hook,  &c. — and  you 
would  imagine  he  was  in  the  trade  himself,  he  was  so  well 
up.     Mr.  John  Martin,  who  arrived  here  to-day  from 
London,  got  nineteen  good  trout,  but  I  would  not  thank 
him,  as  he  knows  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  lakes. 
Con^able  Morrison  has  proved  the  champion  of  the  week. 
Any  day  he  goes  out  for  a  few  hours  he  comes  back 
with  a  full  basket  of  beauties.     Mr.  R.  Clifford  got 
four  dozen  one  day.     Mr.  Barton,  Dublin,  with  Paddy 
Caffey,  in  two  days,  got  nine  and  a  half  dozen,  largest 
2Jlb.     Others    out  included  Sergeant  Ivers,  R.I.O.; 
Col.  Austin,  Bristol ;  Mr.  Joy,  Belfast ;  Constable  Torpy, 
R.I.C.;  Mr.  Harris,  Wiltshire;  Lieut.  Coode ;  Major 
Forrester;   Constable  Langtry,  R.I.C.,   &c.    Sport  at 
Waterville  has  been  much  the  same  as  at  KiUarney,  and  it 
is  attributed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.    The  only 
takes  I  have  to  record  are  :  Col.  Ruddell,  fishing  with  Tim 
McCarthy,  fly  tyer,  etc.,  landed  on  a  very  light  rod,  on 
Saturday,  a  salmon  of  111b.  ;  Cally  McCarthy,  fishing  on 
the  Cummeragh,  which  is  attached  to  Galvin's  (Bay  View) 
Hotel,  landed  three  salmon,  111b.,  101b.,  and  91b.  Several 
fresh  saa  trout  have  been  got,  principally  around  Rabbits 
Island,  which  averaged  from  l|lb.  to  2Jlb.    The  best  sea 
trout  flies  are  the  Claret  and  Blue,  Golden  Olive,  and 
Zulu.    These  are  McCarthy's  favourite  patterns.  He 
also   recommends   the  Alder,  tied  on  No.  10  hook, 
ribbed    with    mulberry    silk,  resembling    the  Francis 
Francis  pattern,  the  only    difference  being  that  the 
wings  of  the  Francis  has  two  hackle  points,  the  others 
being  done  with  a  grej  partridge  tail  feather.     This  is  a 
sure  killer,  and  is  strongly  recommended  by  him.    He  has 
also  a  special  green  partridge  which  is  very  good.  There 
is  no  mistake,  but  the  people  of  Waterville  are  a  "  go 
ahead."    The  hotel  proprietors  have  bought  up  the  right 
of  the  net  fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Waterville  river 
within  the  half  mile  limit  for  five  years,  thanks  to  the 
untiring  exertions  of  Mr.  T.  Galvin,  Bay  View  Hotel, 
assisted  by  Mr.  McCarthy,  fishing  tackle  maker.  This 
should  be  an  eye-opener  to  the  hotel  proprietors  of 
KUlarney,  where  the  nets,  which  are  being  fished  by 
Lord  Kenmare  and  Messrs.  Herberts  (two),  are  capable 
of    making    a    circle    of    o95yds.     In   addition,  the 
people  of  Waterville  have  secured,  from  the  hatchery 
of  Messrs.  Power  and  Dodd,  Killorglin,  15,000  salmon 
fry,    which   have   been    placed    in   a   small  stream 
near   the    Bay  View    Hotel,  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  Stephen  Jones ;  they  will  be  detained  in  the 
stream  by  a  grating  for  twelve  months,  by  way  of  an 
experiment.    I  do  not  agree  with  this,  for  by  that  time 
the  fish  will  be  gone  by  disease  or  other  causes.  The 
savage,  not  the  salmon,  loves  his  native  shore.  Jack. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A  Constant  Reader. — The  book  you  mention  is  not 
Very  valuable.    You  might  get  58.  or  7s.  Gd.  for  it. 

A.  D.  KiDD. — We  can  give  you  no  information  with 
regard  to  the  two  pieces  of  water  you  mention. 

A.  Barber. — If  you  will  write  the  secretary  of  the 
Maidstone  Angling  Society  he  will  no  doubt  give  you  the 
information  you  desire.  The  coarse  fisling  opens  on  the 
16th  inst. 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.l 


THE  SCOTTISH  TEOUT  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION, 

Dear  Sir, — Pray  give  me  bold  type  whilst  I  express 
here  the  satisfaction  I  feel  in  your  report,  on  May  28,  of 
the  meeting  held  in  Edinburgh  on  April  28,  under  the 
presidency  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell.  Few  men — and 
I  say  this  advisedly — have  fought  this  battle  longer  or 
more  consistently  than  myself. 

Referring  to  two  bulky  volumes,  containing  most  of  my 
contributions  to  current  angling  literature,  I  find  (date 
not  given,  but  it  was  during  1886)  a  letter  to  the  editor  of 
this  paper  by  me,  entitled  "  On  Free  Fishing  in  Scotland 
in  Relation  to  the  Present  Agitation."  It  begins: 
"  Liberal  though  I  am  in  polities"  (I  have  been  a  firm 
Unionist  now  for  many  years  past),  and  it  goes  on  to 
express  my  views  thus  :  "  Free  fishing  in  Scotland,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  means  frequently  open  poaching,  salmon  roe 
fishing  late  and  early,  &c.,"  and  my  letter  ends  thus  : 
' '  No  one  admires  more  than  I  do  the  exceptional  generosity 
shown  by  Scotch  proprietors  towards  the  public  in  respect 
of  free  fishing.  I  think  this  alone  should  make  us  grateful, 
not  grasping." 

Again,  in  1891  I  wrote  a  series  of  letters  in  the  Fisltinfi 
Oazette  and  in  the  leading  Aberdeen  pipers,  entitled 
"  Angler  or  Poacher — Which  is  it  to  Be  ?  "  I  found  almost 
no  response  in  the  Fishing  Oazette,  and  only  an  angry 
controversy  in  the  Aberdeen  Radical  papers,  as  my  reward. 

But  in  no  way  discouraged,  I  took  up  the  story  again 
in  the  Scots'  Angler,  and  I  had  here  a  patient  hearing,  and 
some  most  gratifying  private  letters— one  from  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Peebles,  saying  that  he  agreed 
with  every  word  I  had  written,  and  some  others  no  less 
pleasant  to  receive. 

It  was  to  me  a  sincere  pleasure,  therefore,  to  see  the 
report  of  this  "  enthusiastic  meeting  in  Edinburgh,"  my 
native  city,  for  though  I  Live  in  Brighton,  and  have  done 
so  for  twenty  years,  my  heart  is  still  in  Scotland. 

My  first  act,  on  hearing  of  this  association,  was  to  send 
my  subscription  and  that  of  an  old  friend,  for  "you 
cannot  make  bricks  without  straw,"  and  without  money 
the  association  cannot  remain  alive  and  strong  any  more 
than  a  horse  without  its  corn  and  hay  can  continue  to 
work.  May  I,  therefore,  appeal  to  Scotchmen  of  all 
political  opinions,  and  to  Englishmen,  and  all  others  who 
make  Scotland  their  happy  hunting  ground,  to  send  to  the 
treasurer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibbs,  28,  George-street,  Edin- 
burgh, the  annual  subscription  of  2s.  6d.,  reminding  them 
that  it  was  due  on  May  1. 

Mr.  Andrew  Smith,  late  editor  of  that  excellent,  but 
now,  alas,  defunct,  periodical,  the  Scots'  A7igler,  is  the 
secretary,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  gladly  give  any  possible 
information  in  his  power  to  all  who  ask  for  it,  for  of  his 
energy,  ability,  and  courtesy  I  have  had  already  ample 
proofs. 

I  thoroughly  agree  with  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  in  his 
remark — "  That  he  had  not  much  faith  in  free  fishing,  as 
the  throwing  open  of  all  waters  in  Scotland  would,  in  his 
opinion,  bring  about,  sooner  or  later,  the  extinction  of  the 
fish  in  them." 

Well  said.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell.  No  man  who  really 
loves  fair  fishing,  and  certainly  no  Scotchman,  who  is  a 
patriot  first  and  a  keen  angler  afterwards,  will  even 
attempt  to  defend  the  pernicious  and  absurd  theory  that 
free  fishing  should  be  universal  over  all  the  land.  Again 
and  again  I  have  pointed  out  that,  but  for  its  preserved 
portions,  the  Tweed  and  many  other  noble  Scottish  rivers 
would  have  been  entirely  ruined  long  ere  this. 

These  preserved  portions  act  as  nurseries,  from  which 
the  free  portions  are,  I  am  certain,  saved  from  sheer 
extinction,  and  only  thus. 

Then,  a  close  time  for  trout  is  a  dire  necessity,  and  may 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  Bill  soon  become  law,  and  a  salmon- 
roe  fisher  become,  by  degrees,  as  extinct  as  the  Dodo. 

Nothing  can  save  a  bank  on  which  there  is  an  unlimited 
run,  nor  a  river  which  is  given  over  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  "catch  them  anywhere  and  catch  them  anyhow  " 
class — a  class,  I  regret  to  add,  only  too  common  in 
Scotland.  If  I  could  only  convert  some  such  to  my  views, 
I  should  feel  that  I  had  not  lived  in  vain.  WOI  they  not 
listen  to  reason  ? 

Fair  play  and  fair  fishing.  Let  this  be  our  battle  cry, 
and  may  it  end  in  victory,  even  if  we,  who  are  fighting  in 
-the  good  cause,  should  not  live  to  see  it,  and  the  fruits  are 
reaped  by  our  children,  or  our  children's  children. — Yours 
fbivhfully,    EwEN  M.  Tod. 


WINDERMERE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  see  that  my  letter  has  met 
with  the  approval  of  even  one  member  of  the  L.D.A.A. 
The  oily  scum  seen  by  Mr.  Pearsall,  at  Easter,  cannot 
certainly  be  explained  by  the  seeding  of  aquatic  plants. 
Men  in  charge  of  steamers  and  launches,  as  I  know,  too 
often  empty  the  contents  of  the  smoke  boxes,  cinders,  &c., 
into  the  lake,  and,  no  doubt,  the  oily  bilge  water  is 
similarly  treated.    The  question  of  temperature  in  the 
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hatching  of  flies  is  not  sutBoiently  understood  to  enable 
anyone  to  write  with  confidence.  Generally  speaking, 
cold  retards  hatching  ;  but  against  this  may  be  set  o£f  Mr. 
Halford's  experience  on  the  Test.  He  says  :  "  That  on 
Dec.  3,  1886,  on  a  moonlight  evening,  water  temperature 
36  degrees,  air  temperature  30  degrees,  the  Dark  Olive 
Duns  were  hatching  out,  and  being  taken  by  grayling." 
Windermere  differs  from  Brothers  water  (and  the  Scotch 
lochs  referred  to,  perhaps),  inasmuch  as  tte  trout  in  the 
former  do  not  rise  Until  t;he  hatch  of  flies  has  become 
general ;  while  in  the  latter  lake  the  trout  commence 
rising  early,  in  fact,  as  soon  as  insect  life  shows  itself. 
There  are  no  pike  in  Brothers  water.  In  other  respects 
the  conditions  of  temperature  are  the  same.  I  inclose 
my  card  for  Mr.  Pearsall,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  corre- 
spond.— Y^ours  truly,    B.  E.  P. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  be  kind 
enough  to  give  me  any  information  about  the  trout  fishing 
to  be  had  from  Criccieth,  North  Wales,  in  July  ? 

I  see,  in  the  "  Angler's  Diary,"  salmon  are  mentioned. 
Is  it  worth  while  to  try  for  them  in  July  ? 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  of  any  fishing  within  reach  by 
bicycle  (or  train  if  necessary). — Yours,  &o.,     D.  K.  K. 


PISHING  NEAR  MORBCAMBE. 
Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  fresh-water 
fishing  in  this  neighbourhood,  especially  in  the  river  Lune, 
also  flies  for  that  river  in  August  ? — Yours,  &c..  Lex. 


BIG  PIKE— A  CORRECTION,  AND  A  CURIOUS 
INCIDENT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  the  FisJiing  Gazette,  under  "  Moy 
and  Lough  Conn,"  that  Pat  Hearnes  credits  me,  as  Mr. 
"  Moskrop,"  with  a  411b.  pike.  This  is  incorrect,  as  he 
refers  to  one  I  kUled  on  Lough  Conn,  on  May  23,  and 
which  weighed  at  Ballina  Station  in  the  evening  351b.,  and 
is  now  at  Messrs.  Coopers,  Radnor-street.  I  think  if  you 
cared  to  call  you  would  say  the  proportions  are  very  good. 
It  was  taken  on  a  small  phantom  with  trout  gut  tackle, 
and  took  me  three  and  a  half  Jhours  to  bring  to  the  gaff. 
If  you  care  to  put  the  weight  right,  I  should  be  glad,  and 
to  join  the  list  of  Fishing  Oazette  big  pike  taken. — Youi's, 
&c.,  Samuel  S.  Mossop. 

P.S. — A  rather  curious  thing  happened  to  me  on  the 
following  Friday.  I  caught  a  pike  of  61b.,  and  fastened 
on  to  his  shoulder  was  a  lamprey  llin.  long.  Michael 
Clarke,  my  boatman,  gaffed  the  pike,  and  was  able  to  hold 
it  up  for  about  ten  minutes  to  give  the  occupants  of  Dr. 
Pitt's  (Livei-pool)  boat  the  opportunity  of  coming  to  look 
at  it.  The  lamprey  did  not  loose  its  hold  until  the  pike 
was  knocked  on  the  head.  It  left  a  mark  like  the  seal  on 
a  wine  cork. 

[We  never  heard  of  such  a  case  before. — Ed.] 


CATCHING  MINNOWS. 

Sir, — I  never  caught  a  minnow,  nor  do  I  think  I  even 
ever  saw  one,  except  in  captivity.  This,  according  to  the 
growing  custom  of  the  times,  is  the  sort  of  thing  that 
qualifies  ore  for  giving  instructions  as  to  the  capture  of 
these  little  fish,  and  so  without  more  ado  I  hasten  to  the 
assistance  of  a  correspondent  who  recently  asked  about 
this  very  thing,  and  whom,  so  far,  no  one  has  yet  answered. 
Procure  a  large,  transparent  glass  bottle  with  a  well 
developed  hollow  conical  bottom,  such,  indeed,  as  most 
large  bottles  have  got,  and  furnish  it  with  a  sufiicient  cork. 
Perforate  the  apex  of  the  conical  bottom,  making  a  hole 
some  jin.  or  so  in  diameter  in  it,  and  then  you  have  got  a 
highly  effective  minnow  trap  ready  to  hand.  Let  us  now 
bait  and  set  our  trap.  Throw  in  some  breadcrumb,  and 
see  it  does  not  fall  through  the  bottom,  and  then  cork 
tightly.  Attach  a  sufficient  string  firmly  to  the  neck  of 
the  bottle,  and  lower  steadily  into  the  water  where  minnows 
are  about,  and  which  is  also,  if  at  all  possible,  sufficiently 
clear  and  shallow  to  allow  you  to  see  ea&ily  what  is  going  on. 
The  bottle  DOW  rapidly  fills  through  the  hole  in  the  bottom 
and  descends,  but  on  its  reaching  the  bottom,  where  it  will 
stand  upright,  you  are,  by  means  of  the  string,  to  gently  tilt 
it  over  on  its  side,  taking  care  to  have  the  neck  pointing  up- 
stream, a  pcsition  which  it  will  naturally  tend  to  occupy 
of  itself  if  the  current  be  sufiicient.  Now,  if  there  be 
store  of  minnows  they  will  soon  be  attract«d  by  the 
floating,  imprisoned  crumb,  and  so  one  minnow  after 
another  will  find  its  way  into  the  bottle  after  it  through 
the  orifice  in  the  bottom.  Lift  up  carefully  with  the 
string  and  draw  out,  and  all  these  imprisoned  minnows  are 
yours,  for  not  one  can  possibly  escape,  since  they  will 
descend  in  the  bottle  with  the  escaping  water  broadside  on 
to  the  small  hole  through  which  alone  escape  is  possible. 
Draw  the  cork.  Place  the  bottle  standing  in  your  biit  can 
or  other  convenient  receptable,  which  is,  of  course,  fuU  of 
water,  and  when  your  bottle  is  full  lift  it  off  the  bottom 
sufficiently  to  allow  the  palm  of  the  disengaged  hand  to  be 
passed  under  the  bottom  and  lightly  pressed  against  it. 
Lift  out,  and  slowly  pour  back  contents,  taking  care  that 
the  minnows  go  out  with  the  water,  and  then  re-bait  and 
set  your  trap  again  es  before. 

Of  course  the  minnows  can  be  shaken  out  through  the 
neck  of  the  empty  bottle  when  the  trap  is  lifted,  but  they 
are  easily  injured  by  any  roughness  in  handling,  and  the 
more  tedious  mf thod  given  above  for  removing  them  will 
be  found  the  safer.  I  never  saw  this  done,  and  I  have  not 
the  faintest  notion  how  one  ia  to  perforate  a  bottle ;  but 
a  year  or  so  ago  a  man  assured  me  that  he  had  been 
taking  live  minnows  in  hundreds  for  years  in  this  way. 
And  the  man  looked  honest  enough,  too— for  a  fisherman. 
J  have  also  been  told  that  glass  minnow  traps,  constructed 
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on  this  very  principle,  are  now  on  sale  in  the  market.— 
— Yours,  &c.,  Mona. 

[Mr.  H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street,  Church-street, 
Liverpool,  has  been  advertising  his  glass  minnow  traps  in 
the  Pishing  Oazette  for]  some  time  past.  In  all  sizes  and 
makes  (from  2s.  6d.  to  43.  6d.  each) ;  and  they  are  certainly 
very  effective.]  ___ 


BIG  PIKE, 

Dear  Sir,— It  would  be  interesting  to  hear  further 
particulars  of  the  Lough  Corrib  pike,  stated  to  have 
weighed  721b.  (?);  length  given  by  "J.  A.  B.,"  in 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  28,  as  54in. ;  girth,  as  24in.  Two 
pike  I  have  kiUed  recently  weighed  and  measured :  (1) 
241b.  6oz.  ;  length,  to  end  of  fork  of  tail,  43Jin. ;  girth, 
20|in. ;  (2)  241b.  loz. length,  43fin. ;  girth,  19|:in.  Both 
fish  killed  in  September,  and  in  first-rate  condition.  The 
former  in  Lough  CuUen,  in  1897  ;  the  latter  in  Lough 
Arrow,  in  1896.  A  note  in  my  diary  states  that  the  latter 
fish,  though  not  deep,  was  very  thick  tlarough. 

I  have  considerable  experience  of  Irish  pike,  and  have 
yet_  to  see  a  401b.  one  weighed,  though  I  do  not  doubt 
their  existence,  if  they  could  be  caught ;  401b.,  however,  is 
not  721b.,  which  the  length  and  girth  of  the  Corrib  pike  do 
not  suggest.  Perhaps  "  J.  A.  B.  "  would  also  obtain 
further  particulars  of  another  pike  of  5Slb.— a  tidy  little 
fish,  and  worthy  of  a  more  complete  record. — Yours 
faithfully,  C.F.  Watkins. 

Navan,  co.  Meath.   

FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Dear  Sir, — Might  I  ask  you  or  any  of  your  readers  to 
kindly  answer  the  following  questions  in  your  paper  ? 

Is  there  any  place  on  the  coast  of  Wales  where  trout 
fishing  could  be  had,  either  in  lakes  or  river,  at  a 
reasonable  charge  ;  or  really  good  sea  fishing  in  the  month 
of  July  ? — Yours  truly,    J.  A.  A. 

CONDY'S    FLUID    NOT    PERMANGANATE  OF 
POTASH. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  had  our  attention  directed  to 
some  correspondence  recently  appearing  in  your  journal 
respecting  the  preservation  of  fish.  We  note  that  per- 
manganate of  potash  has  been  confused  with  Condy's 
Fluid.  For  the  past  forty  years  we  have  recommended 
Condy's  Fluid  for  the  preservation  of  fish  life,  and  the 
purification  of  water  in  ponds,  tanks,  &c.  Condy's  Fluid, 
however,  does  not  contain  potash  crystals,  and  possesses 
oxidising  and  antiseptic  properties  not  to  be  found  in  that 
salt.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  inference  that 
Condy's  Fluid  and  permanganate  of  potash  are  the  same 
is  calculated  to  injure  the  sale  and  reputation  of  our 
article,  Condy's  Fluid.  We  must,  therefore,  request  that 
you  will  kindly  provide  space  for  this  correction  of  the 
mis-statements  in  question  in  your  next  issue.  We  regret 
that  this  important  matter  has  not  come  under  our  notice 
earlier. — Yours  faithfully, 

M.  Locke,  Secretary. 
(For  Condy  and  Mitchell,  Limited.) 
65,  Goswell-road,  London. 


FISHING  IN  DEVONSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
kindly  inform  me  the  best  place  in  North  Devon  to  obtain 
good  fishing  for  pike,  perch,  roach,  &c. — Yours,  &c. 

F.  Howard, 
Broxbourne,  Bloomfield-road,  Bromley,  Kent. 


SAMLET  OR  TROUT, 
Sir, — I  have  always  understood  that  the  difference 
between  the  above  fish  could  be  told  by  the  dorsal  fin.  In 
a  trout  this  is  always  red,  and  in  a  samlet  colourless. 
This  is  the  teaching  of  one  of  the  oldest  fishermen  in  this 
district. 

With  regard  to  your  statement  re  bailiffs  of  the  Severn 
Board,  I  must  respectively  beg  to  differ  from  you,  as  I 
have  on  several  occasions  asked  different  ones,  on  showing 
them  a  fish,  to  state  whether  trout  or  samlet.  They  have 
invariably  owned  ignorance.  I  should  say,  however,  that 
in  my  opinion  they  were  samlets,  but  large  ones,  about 
Soz.  or  6oz.,  and  spotted  and  marked  exactly  like  a  tront, 
but  with  a  colourless  dorsal  fin. 

I  remember  some  years  ago  a  man  was  summonsed  in 
this  district  for  having  samlets  in  his  creel.  Several 
expert  and  well-known  fishermen  were  called  in  evidence, 
and  they  acknowledging  the  difficulty  of  distinction,  tha 
case  against  the  man  was  dismissed. 

After  your  correspondent's  experience,  I  should  certainly 
like  to  have  an  authoritative  opinion  on  the  colouring  of 
the  dorsal  fins,  or  some  certain  guide  on  the  point,  or,  like 
"  A  Novice,"  some  more  of  us  may  have  to  suffer  an 
unpleasant  experience. — Yours,  &c.,     Chas.  E.  Rees. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  REPORT. 
Dear  Sir, — In  Dr.  Patterson's  report  of  the  meeting 
of  the  B.S.A.S.  of  Wednesday,  June  4,  I  find  a  kitten 
catching  calamity  at  Deal  attributed  to  me  by  Mr.  E. 
Linfoot,  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  insert  in  this 
week's  issue  of  your  paper  my  categorical  denial  of  having 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  catastrophe.  I  regret  to  find 
that  Mr.  L.'s  innate  talent  for  fiction  has  developed  during 
the  short  time  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  so 
as  to  qualify  him  for  the  post  of  Spanish  or  American  war 
correspondent.  In  most  fables  there  is  a  substratum  of 
truth,  and  in  this  it  begins  and  ends  with  "  a  kitten  was 
hooked,"  but  upon  whose  line  I  will  not  give  him  an  ay  by 
saying,  Mij  rod  was  in  the  sitting-room,  the  kitten  on  the 
stairs. — Y'ours  truly,  H.  J.  Moore, 

Sex-ei-al  important  letters  k nnvoidahlij  held  over. 
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A  GLIMPSE  AT  THE  FISHING  IN 
BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
{Continued  from  page  410.) 


Camping  out  on  the  banks  of  the  Stave  is  most 
delightful  in  the  summer,  and  as  there  is  plenty  of 
dry  firewood  abounding  on  every  side,  the  where- 
withal to  make  a  good  rousing  camp  fire  at  night 
— yyithout  which  life  in  the  woods  is  not  complete 
— is  always  forthcoming. 

Camp  fires; — ^what  a  halo  of  romance,  is  there 
not,  in  the  words  themselves,  and  what  a 
suggestion  of  comfort !— are  fitting  endings  to  the 
fatigues  of  a  long  day  in  the  forest. 

Many  a  yarn  has  been  told  over  its  blazing 
embers,  and  doubtless  some  of  the  biggest  fish 
and  "bar"  (bear)  stories  owe  their  origiirtS) "its 
inspiring  influence. 

If  you  are  an  old  hand  at  it,  your  couch  in  the 
tent  can  be  as  comfortable  as  the  most  modern  of 
spring  beds,  composed  as  it  is  of  bracken— f«  rj, 
and  cedar  boughs — and  with  the  aid  of  your 
blankets  you  will  have  a  bed  fit  for  the  gods,  i  e., 
if  they  sleep.    If  your  guide  is  an  old  trapper  or 


hunter,  so  much  the  better,  as  such  an  one 
generally  has  a  rare  stock  of  adventures  and 
hairbreadth  escapes  with  which  to  while  away  the 
hour  after  supper.  Without  the  hospitable  shelter 
of  the  tent  the  great  cedars  all  around  seem 
to  loom  up  into  the  starlit  sky,  and  not  a 
sound  is  to  be  heard  in  those  solitudes  save, 
perhaps,  now  and  again  the  screech  of  the  great 
homed  owl,  or  the  distant  crackling  of  twigs 
and  branches  by  a  deer  or  some  other  denizen 
of  the  forest,  wending  its  lonely  way  down 
the  bush  clad  mountain  to  the  cooling  and 
refreshing  pools  below.  And  then  after  the  last 
glass  of  Scotch,  as  you  are  comfortably  rolled  up 
in  your  blankets,  how  apt  one  is  to  go  over  the 
events  of  the  past  day,  and  the  fight  this  or  that 
fish  gave  you  before  he  gave  up  the  struggle, 
having  quite  forgotten  under  the  present  soothing 
influences  the  attendant  trials  consequent  upon 
the  losses  of  fish,  &c.  So  ends  the  day,  and  the 
tired  wanderer  closes  his  eyes  with  the  firm  resolve 
to  be  up  and  doing  at  early  morn. 

And  then  there  is  the  moming  plunge  into  the 
deep,  blue  pool  just  below  the  camp,  and  as  you 
give  yourself  a  good  rubbing  down,  the  savoury 
snifE  from  the  breakfast  cooking  on  the  camp  fii-e 
is  wafted  across  your  nostrils;  and  what  an 
appetite  one  has,  and  how  good  everything  tastes ! 
If  anything  is  calculated  to  make  a  man  ravenous 
it  is  the  sight  of  a  savoury  mess  cooking  on  the 
camp  fire  after  a  return,  maybe,  from  a  long 
tiring  day,  either  after  fish  or  game,  having  had 
nothing  to  eat  since  an  early  breakfast.  Many  a 
time  have  we  sympathised  with  poor  old  Esau 
of  old  under  these  trying  conditions. 

All  such  things  tend  to  make  the  confines  of 
the  camp  a  most  cosy  and  inviting  resting  place 
for  the  tired  sportsman,  and,  given  that  you  have 
a  boon  companion  with  you  to  compare  notes, 
such  life  in  the  woods  with  rifle  or  rod  is  very 
near  paradise.  The  writer  ere  now  has  camped 
out  by  himself  in  the  wilds  of  British  Columbia, 
but  after  a  time  the  feeling  of  intense  loneliness, 
especially  at  night,  is  all  pervading,  and  seems  to 
try  one's  nerves. 

But  we  must  get  back  to  the  fishing.  The 
place  I  always  used  to  camp  on  the  Stave  is  just 
below  the  canyon,  where  there  is  a  cool  spring, 
and  not  many  yards  from  the  river,  where  I  kept 
my  boat,  having  in  the  first  place  rowed  up  from 
Whamock  Station  with  the  general  camp  kit 
aboard,  thus  saving  a  long  portage  through  the 
woods.  I  can  thoroughly  recommend  the  Stave 
as  worthy  of  a  visit  to  any  visitor  to  British 
Columbia,  but  I  think  September  is  the  best 
month,  or  August,  to  go  there ;  and  if  he.  has  his 
gun  with  him,  he  can  add  to  the  pot  with  ruffed 
grouse  and  an  occasional  wild  duck  in  the  former 
month .  The  counti-y  is  full  of  deer  also,  but  they 
are  generally  hard  to  get  at,  owing  to  the  density 
of  the  undergrowth,  and  they  are  off  before  you 
can  get  within  half  a  mile  of  them.  Nearer  Yan- 
couver  down  the  line  is  the  Lilloet  river,  about 
three  miles  from  Port  Haney  Station. 

This  is  a  very  picturesque  piece  of  water,  not 
so  imposing  or  boisterous  as  the  Stave,  but  hold- 
ing some  good  fish.  They  are  mostly  rainbow 
there,  and  I  have  had  some  good  ones  out  of  those 
pools.  However,  the  river  whenever  I  was  there 
seemed  full  of  small  trout  4in.  or  5in.  long,  which 
simply  pestered  me  to  such  a  degrae  as  to  pre- 
clude my  chances  with  the  big  fellows,  as  con- 
tinually hooking  and  pricking  them  disturbed  the 
water  and  made  the  larger  fish  wary.  However, 
some  good  fish  are  got  there  every  season,  and  it 
is  a  favourite  resort  for  the  angler.  Of  course, 
one  has  to  camp  out  the  same  as  at  the  Stave, 
there  being  no  dwellings  nearer  than  Port  Haney. 
Further  down  the  line  again  towards  the  coast  is 
the  Coquitlam  river,  and  here  in  the  spring  and 
autumn  I  have  killed  good  fish ;  but  this  river 
lately  has  been  completely  spoiled  owing  to  the 
tactics  of  the  Indians,  who  both  net  and  dynamite 
the  water  in  the  most  barefaced  manner,  and,  for 
the  matter  of  that,  the  white  man  is  not  blameless. 
This  is  by  no  means  the  only  river  that  suffers  in 
this  way,  unfortunately,  and  many  a  good  stream 
has  been^  simply  cleaned  out  by  these  dastardly 
means.  The  Siwashes  (the  local  Indian  tribe) 
are  the  chief  offenders,  and,  although  there  are 
stringent  laws  protecting  the  fish  and  giving  them 
a  close  season,  yet  these  same  laws  are  not 
enforced,  and  the  magistrates,  not  being  sports- 
men themselves,  in  a  good  many  cases  won't 
convict  and  so  the  wholesale  destruction  goes  on 


year  by  year.  As  a  case  in  point,  only  last  season 
a  farmer  at  great  trouble  and  expense  to  himself 
had  an  Indian  (who  was  the  greatest  poacher  in 
his  vicinity)  an-ested  and  taken  before  the  local 
justice  of  the  peace  ;  but  although  the  case  was  a 
bad  one  and  proved  up  to  the  hilt,  and  the 
Siwash  had  been  caught  red-handed,  yet  the 
magistrate  merely  admonished  him,  and  that  was 
the  end  of  it.  This  is  not  the  only  case  of  its 
kind,  and  such  decisions  soon  get  broadcast 
among  the  tribes,  who  ply  their  trade  accordingly, 
knowing  that  they  are  perfectly  safe. 

There  are  properly  appointed  fish  and  game 
wardens  in  this  province,  but  they  don't  seem  to 
do  much  good.  I  have  talked  to  many  of  the 
farmers  and  landowners  on  the  subject,  and  they 
say,  what  is  the  use  of  reporting  .such  cases  when 
they  know  the  offenders  won't  be  convicted.  It 
merely  means  expense  to  the  informers  with  no 
good  results.  If  things  are  allowed  to  go  on  at 
the  present  rate,  the  day  will  come  when  there 
will  be  a  scarcity  of  trout  in  British  Columbia ; 
and  this  is  a  question  the  provincial  govei  nment 
will  sooner  or  later  have  to  take  in  hand.  The 
streams  all  round  Vancouver  have  been  syste- 
matically netted  and  dynamited  (and  by  white 
men  as  well  as  the  Siwashes)  for  a  long  time,  and 
what  is  the  consequence.^  The  Capilano  and 
Seymour  creek,  both  emptying  into  Burrard 
Inlet  at  Vancouver,  although  once  upon  a  time 
good  streams  for  sea  and  rainbow  trout,  now  are 
not  worth  fishing.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Capilano, 
where  there  is  a  small  Siwash  settlement,  there 
was  generally  a  gill  net  moored  from  bank  to 
bank  all  the  time  last  summer. 

Under  such  conditions  how  could  the  fish 
possibly  ascend  the  river  ?  These  two  streams 
(and  more  trouty  looking  water  could  not  be 
imagined)  running  down  through  the  Cascade 
Range,  and  within  easy  distance  of  Vancouver, 
being  merely  a  pleasant  hour's  row  from  the 
wharf  of  the  latter  across  the  Inlet,  would  be 
splendid  fishing  grounds  if  they  only  had  the  ghost 
of  a  chance,  but  apparently  the  Vancouverites  are 
too  phlegmatic  to  take  any  steps  to  protect  their 
fishing  grounds,  and  yet  they  bewail  the  fact  that 
their  local  streams  are  so  depleted.  It  is  simply 
their  own  fault. 

Fortunately  Harrison  and  the  Stave  have  not 
as  yet  been  interfered  with,  as  they  ai-e  somewhat 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  Siwashes,  but  God  help  the 
fish  if  these  gentlemen  take  it  into  their  heads  to 
cultivate  their  acquaintance. 

This  being  my  concluding  article  on  the  trout 
of  British  Columbia,  and  as  my  space  is  limited, 
I  can  but  briefly  touch  on  one  or  two  other  rivers 
which  deserve  mention. 

There  is  the  Thompson  river,  which  rising  in 
the  great  Selkirk  Range,  and  winding  its  way 
through  magnificent  scenery,  at  last  connects  with 
the  Fraser,  the  same  as  the  other  rivers.  If  an 
angler  goes  there  after  the  spring  flood  has 
subsided,  and  the  river  is  back  to  its  normal  level, 
then  good  sport  is  certain,  and  the  fish  run  to  a 
good  size.  Ashcroft  is  the  best  vicinity,  or 
Lytton,  and  these  places  being  on  the  railway, 
which  skirts  the  river's  banks,  are  easily  reached. 
The  Kootenay  river  is  full  of  trout  also,  and  a 
visitor  to  this  auriferous  district  should  not  omit 
to  take  his  fly  rod  with  him.  The  Kootenay 
country  of  British  Columbia  is  fast  getting  world 
I'enowned,  owing  to  its  fabulous  wealth  of 
minerals,  particularly  gold  and  silver. 

Such  mines  as  the  Le  Roi,  Silver  King,  and 
Hall  Mines,  Limited,  have  shown  what  the  country 
cin  do. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  British  Columbia  has  a 
great  future  ahead  of  it,  and  all  that  is  needed  is 
capital  to  develop  the  country.  It  is  a  great 
pity  that,  instead  of  booming  the  Klondyke,  the 
powers  that  be  do  not  boom  their  own  province, 
for  there  is  just  as  much  gold  in  British  Columbia 
as  in  that  desolate  arctic  region  of  Alaska,  the 
Klondyke  so  called. 

A  friend  of  mine,  fishing  the  Kootenay  river 
last  summer,  below  the  town  of  Nelson,  to  quote 
from  a  letter  he  afterwards  wrote  me,  says : 
"  Tou  ask  what  sort  of  luck  I  had  ?  Well,  I  never 
had  such  a  time  among  the  trout  in  my  life,  and 
you  know  how  crazy  I  am  about  fishing.  The 
river  here  simply  is  chock  full  of  fish,  and  they 
come  banging  at  you  two  and  three  at  a  lick. 
The  first  day  I  caught  many  more  fish  than  I 
could  possibly  carry ;  in  fact,  after  two  or  three 
days  I  got  simply  tired  of  fishing,  and,  as  a 
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diversion,  put  in  some  of  my  time  prospecting  on 
my  own  account." 

Vancouver  Island  is  not  tadly  off  for  trout 
waters,  but  chief  among  tliem  is  the  Cowicham 
river.  Here  good  fishing  is  to  be  had  all  through 
the  spring  and  summer.  The  fish  in  this  water 
seem  much  more  fastidious  than  those  of  the 
mainland,  requiring  as  they  do  different  flies  for 
different  months.  The  anglers  in  this  section 
are  as  fussy  about  their  flies  as  those  on  an 
English  trout  river.  No  doubt  the  river  is 
unmercifully  thrashed  by  the  Victoria  folks. 
Steelhead  were  caught  last  spring  (1897)  with  the 
fly  for  the  first  time  on  record  ;  up  till  then  they 
had  never  been  captured  with  anything  but  the 
Devon,  or  some  other  such  bait.  One  theory  is, 
that  these  fish  in  their  younger  state  (say,  for 
argument,  sea  trout)  have  year  by  year  been  so 
accustomed  to  flies,  both  natural  and  artificial, 
that  when  they  reach  maturity  in  the  shape  of 
the  steelhead  they  naturally  return  to  their 
former  fancies  Sure  it  is  a  steelhead  has  never 
been  caught  with  a  fly  anywhere  on  the  mainland, 
simply,  as  I  take  it,  that  the  rivers  and  streams 
of  the  latter  are  not  fished  anywhere  near  the  same 
extent  as  the  Cowicham. 

Is  there  such  a  thing  as  education  among  fish  ? 
Here  is  an  interesting  point  for  disci^ssion. 

There  are  many  old  anglers  who  swear  by  the 
Cowicham,  and  stick  to  it  all  the  season.  I  think 
I  have  now  referred  to  most  of  the  best  water  in 
the  province  ;  but  go  where  you  will  throughout 
the  country,  where  you  find  water  there  you  will 
also  find  trout. 

Of  course  a  great  deal  of  British  Columbia  has 
never  yet  been  explored,  but  all  the  beaten  track 
is  full  of  beautiful  lakes  ;  but  what  must  the 
fishing  be  in  those  unopened  regions  ? 

Speaking  of  lakes,  I  may  be  allowed  to  remark 
that  close  to  Banff,  on  the  east  of  the  Rockies, 
and  all  on  the  way  to  British  Columbia,  there  is  a 
noted  spot  called  Devil's  lake,  where  you  get 
trout  up  to  151b.  and  201b.  trolling  from  a  boat. 
Rather  a  nice  place  to  break  the  long  journey, 
especially  as  there  is  a  rattling  good  hotel  hard  by, 
with  hot  mineral  spring  baths.  And  let  me  say 
"  right  here,"  as  the  Yanks  say,  that,  although  I 
was  a  martyr  to  rheumatism,  chiefly  through 
wading  without  boots  in  my  younger  days,  I 
presume,  a  short  stay  at  these  baths  completely 
cured  me  four  years  ago,  and  I  have  never  been 
bothered  since. 

In  conclusion,  perhaps  it  would  be  useful  to 
specify  the  sort  of  tackle  most  suitable  for  the 
country.  A  good  14ft.  greenheart  double-handed 
trout  fly  rod  I  have  found  most  handy,  as  you 
require  a  powerful  rod  to  cast  over  those  broad 
pools.  The  rod  I  have  was  made  by  Prickman,  of 
Exeter,  and  it  has  proved  a  rare  good  one.  Flies : 
Silver  Doctor,  Jock  Scott  No.  3,  Black  Palmer 
with  silver  twist.  Soldier  Palmer  gold  twist, 
March  Brown,  all  No.  4,  with  Pennell  eyed  hook. 
Flies  of  this  large  size,  dressed  on  gut,  won't 
stand  the  racket  like  the  eyed  hooks,  as  you  can 
re-tie  the  latter  as  often  as  required. 

One  or  two  heavy  Devon  solid  minnows,  lAin. 
and  IJin.,  also  as  made  by  Prickman,  of  Exeter, 
will  be  found  useful.  As  to  tents  and  general 
camp  outfit,  by  all  means  get  same  at  Vancouver, 
the  local  pattern  of  tent  being  much  the  best  and 
most  portable. 

Also  get  your  I'ubber  boots  or  waders  out  there, 
these  being  one  quarter  the  cost  of  the  ordinary 
kind,  and  just  as  serviceable,  especially  the 
"  snag-proof "  brand.  The  writer  always  uses 
them  winter  and  summer,  and  they  are  easily 
repaired,  the  great  secret  being  to  roughen  the 
surface  round  the  puncture  with  a  bit  of  sand- 
paper, treating  the  patch  ( which  should  be  a  bit 
of  rubber  with  which  they  repair  cycle  punctures) 
the  same  way,  and  then  applying  the  liquid 
rubber  cement,  care  being  taken  to  allow  the  two 
surfaces  three  minutes  to  dry  before  being 
brought  together.  I  make  these  remarks  anent 
repairs  as  I  noticed  a  few  weeks  ago  a  correspon- 
dent in  this  journal  making  the  statement  that 
American  rubber  boots  could  not  be  repaired.  They 
ai-e  making  them  now  with  broad  welted  leather 
soles,  the  latter  a  great  boon  to  the  colonist. 

I  have  used  these  boots  for  years,  both  for  fish- 
ing and  duck  shooting  in  the  winter,  and  when, 
having  snagged  them,  I  have  rei:)aired  the  boots 
according  to  the  above  method,  i  have  found  the 
leak  perfectly  stopped  and  the  boots  as  serviceable 
as  ever. 


If  these  lines  meet  the  eye  of  an  intending 
visitor  to  British  Columbia  on  fishing  intent,  and 
he  I'equires  information  on  any  points  I  have  not 
touched  on,  by  all  means  let  him  communicate 
with  me,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  him  any 
information  I  can. 

Let  my  brother  anglers  bear  in  mind  that  if 
they  will  be  content  to  dispense  with  the  luxuries 
of  life  for  awhile  to  tarry  amid  the  wilds  of  the 
country  across  the  Rockies,  they  can  there  obtain 
grand  sport  with  rifle  or  rod  to  their  heart's  con- 
tent, amid  the  glories  of  magnificent  scenery  and 
a  fine  climate.  Silver  Doctor,  Jr. 


SOME  DERBYSHIRE  STREAMS 
RE- VISITED. 


The  following  remarks  in  connection  with  a 
visit  to  Derbyshire  deal  principally  with  the 
river  Derwent  and  its  tributary,  tbe  Wye, 
together  with  the  latter's  tributaries,  the  Lathkill 
and  the  Bradford.  For  those  who  may  be  con- 
templating a  visit  to  this  disti-ict,  a  few  items 
of  information  may  prove  useful. 

The  Derwent,  in  its  upper  lengths  at  Ashopton 
and  Hathersage,  is  rented  by  a  Shefiield  club,  and 
I  know  very  little  of  this  water  other  than  that  it 
is  situate  in  a  very  picturesqiie  dale,  and  provides 


the  most  convenient  station,  as  it  is  situate  about 
midway  on  the  water.  Distant  from  London 
145  miles  by  Midland  Railway  ;  fare,  third  class 
return,  Jtl  4s.  4d.).  The  station  is  close  to  the 
water,  and  full  particulars  of  membership  (the 
charge  for  which  is  £3  .33.  per  annum)  can  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Dawson,  the  secretary. 
Day  tickets,  permitting  the  holder  to  fish  in  a 
portion  of  the  water  extending  from  Darley  Dale 
Bridge  to  Matlock  Bridge,  can  be  obtained  on 
payment  of  23.  The  water  above  Darley  Dale 
Bridge  is  strictly  reserved  for  the  use  of  members 
and  their  friends,  and  the  only  way  of  getting 
permission  to  fish  it  is  to  obtain  a  day  card 
through  one  of  the  members,  each  of  which  has  a 
certain  number  allotted  to  him.  The  Darley  Dale 
water  extends  from  the  limit  of  the  Chatsworth 
water  to  Matlock  Bridge,  the  short  length 
between  the  Railway  Bridge  above  Matlock 
Bridge  and  the  bridge  itself  being  shared  with- 
the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Club,  whose  waters 
extend  from  this  point  right  down  to  Whatstand- 
well.  The  nearest  stations  to  fish  this  water  from 
are  at  Whatstandwell,  Cromford,  Matlock  Bath, 
and  Matlock  Bridge.  Probably  the  very  best 
centre  at  which  to  locate  one's  self  is 

Matlock  Bath  (distant  from  London  143A 
miles  by  Midland  Railway ;  fare,  third  class 
return,  il  os.  lOd  ),  but  there  is  excelleitt  acconi- 
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fairly  good  sport  to  the  ordinarily  talented  angler. 
At 

Chatsworth  (nearest  station  Rowsley ;  distant 
from  London  149  miles  by  Midland  Railway  ; 
fare,  third  class  return,  £1  43.  9d.,  and  thence  by 
one  of  the  traps,  of  which  there  ai-e  plenty  to 
meet  the  trains),  a  magnificent  stretch  of  the 
Derwent,  is  available  in  two  ways,  firstly,  by 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Chatsworth  Club  ; 
but  this  is  rather  a  difiicult  end  to  attain,  unless, 
indeed,  one  happens  to  be  "  in  the  swim."  Tickets 
of  membership  are  issued  by  the  agent  of  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  to  obtain  one  it  is 
necessary  to  hand  in  your  name  and  credentials  to 
that  gentleman.  Your  name  is  then  placed  upon 
the  book  of  applications  for  membership,  and 
when  a  vacancy  occurs  you  duly  receive  notice  of 
the  fact.  Thei'e  are  no  vacancies  at  present,  and, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  not  likely  to  be  one 
for  some  time.  I  know  an  angler  who  has  had 
his  name  on  the  books  for  seven  years  !  Secondly, 
permission  can  be  obtained  by  staying  at  any  of 
the  hotels  in  Edensor  or  Baslow,  a  small  charge 
(2s.  6d.  per  day)  being  made  for  the  tickets.  The 
Chatsworth  length  extends  from  the  limit  of  the 
Hathersage  waters  to  about  a  mile  above  Rowsley 
Bridge.  Here  commences  the  water  of  the  club 
at 

Darley  Dale  (nearest  stations  Rowsley  (see 
above)  and  Darley  Dale.   The  latter  is,  perhaps, 


modation  at  Cromford  also.  Mr.  H.  Coopsr,  The 
Parade,  Matlock  Bath,  is  the  secretary  of  the 
M.  and  C.A.S.,  and  he  can  suppl;j^any  information. 
SuSicient  it  is  for  me  to  mention  that  the 
members'  tickets  for  the  season  cost  30s.  each, 
and  that  an  entrance  fee  of  21s.  has  to  be  paid. 
Mr.  Cooper  informs  me  that  there  are  vacancies 
for  two  members.  Day  tickets  are  issued  at  a 
charge  of  2s.,  and  weekly  tickets  cost  7s.  6d. 
From  Matlock  Bridge  to  the  Horse  Shoe  Fall 
below  the  town  any  lure  may  be  used,  but  from 
that  point  down  to  Whatstandwell  fly  fishing  only 
is  permitted.  At 

Whatstandwell  (distant  from  London  140 
miles  by  Midland  Railway;  fare,  third  class 
return,  £1  3s.  4d.)  a  short  piece  of  the  river  can  be 
fished  at  a  charge  of  Gd.  per  day  ;  tickets  at  the 
Derwent  Inn  close  by.  This  water  is  principally 
useful  to  the  bottom  fisher,  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  the  Belper  Club  water,  which  is  well 
reached  from 

Ambergate  (distant  from  London  1374  miles 
by  Midland  Railway ;  fare,  third  class  return, 
£1  2s.  lOd.).  The  Belper  Club  water,  which 
extends  from  Ambergate  to  Belper,  is  well  stored 
with  coarse  fish,  and,  at  times,  some  excellent 
sport  is  obtainable.  The  Derwent  then  flows  on 
through  Derby,  and  its  lower  lengths  need  n6t  be 
referred  to  here. 

Harking  back  to  Rowsley,  it  is  of  interest  to 
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note  that  the  Wye  joins  the  Derwent  just  below 
the  Bridge.    This  river  rises  at 

Buxton  (distant  from  London  1G3  miles  by 
Midland  Railway,  or  19G  miles  by  London  and 
Noi-th- Western  Railway ;  fare,  third  class  return, 
£1  7s.  2d.),  and  from  this  town  to  Millers'  Dale  it 
can  be  fished  by  ticket,  obtainaljle  from  Mr. 
Banks,  of  Buxton.  The  Duke  o£  Devonshire 
*  reserves  the  next  stretch,  which  extends  to  Cress- 
brook  Mill,  and  then  follows  the  grand  water 

^  preserved  by  Cliiford  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Ashford. 

'  This  gentleman's  water  extends  to  the  popular 
Bakewell  Meadows  length,  the  nearest  station  for 
•which  is  ^  , 

Bakewell  (distant  from  London  152i  miles 
by  Midland  Railway;  fare,  third  class  return, 
£1  5s.  .5d.),  unless  the  angler  prefers  to  commence 
fishing  at  the  extreme  bottom  of  the  water  and 
fish  up,  in  which  case  Rowsley  is  the  preferable 
station.  The  Bakewell  Meadows  length,  which  is 
deservedly  popular,  until  recently  could  be  fished 
by  anyone  purchasing  a  ticket  at  either  the 
Peacock  Hotel,  at  Rowsley,  or  at  the  Rutland 
Arms  Hotel,  at  Bakewell;  but  so  many  anglers 
availed  themselves  of  the  privilege — no  less  than 
seventy  rods  were  on  it  on  one  occasion  ! — that 
the  following  restriction  was  deemed  necessary, 
and  is  now  enforced,  I  may  add,  with  appreciable 
benefit  to  the  water  and  increased  comfort  to 


those  who  are  fishing  :  The  maximum  number  of 
tickets  issued  on  any  one  day  is  eighteen,  and 
these  are  distributed — six  each  to  the  hotels  and 
six  to  the  estate  oihce.  In  addition  to  this,  if  you 
wish  for  an  hotel  ticket  you  must  be  actually 
staying  at  the  one  or  the  other.  Formerly  a 
ticket  could  be  obtained  by  calling  at  either 
hotel  and  paying  for  it,  but  this  is  no  longer  the 
case.  The  Wye  flows  into  the  Derwent  just 
below  the  termination  of  the  Bakewell  Meadows 
length  ;  but  before  joining  that  river  it  receives 
the  waters  of  the  Lathkill  and  the  Bradford,  both 
of  which  are  strictly  preserved  by  the  Marquess 
of  Gran  by.  The  Lathkill  flows  through  a  most 
delightful  dale,  and  receives  the  Bradford  at  the 
picturesque  village  of  Alport.  Such  other  infor- 
mation as  I  can  give  concei'ning  flies,  &G.,  I  pro- 
pose to  impart  in  a  short  account  of  a  visit 
to  the  locality. 

^  ^  ')p  ^  ^ 

A  stifling,  "close"  evening  had  succeeded  an 
exceedingly  hot  and  bright  day  as  I  stepped  from 
the  train  at  Rowsley  and  handed  my  tackle  and 
other  "  traps "  to  a  Jehu  with  the  instruction, 
"  Drive  me  to  Alport."  The  baked  highway 
threw  oif  clouds  of  hot,  dry,  dust  from  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  horse  and  the  wheels  of  the  vehicle 
as  we  drove  up  the  valley  of  the  Lathkill ;  dust 
that  hovered  in  our  wake  and  then  settled  on  the 
hedges,  adding  yet  further  to  the  white  covering 


which  hid  the  green  foliage  ;  dust  that  found  its 
way  everywhere,  into  one's  eyes,  one's  hair,  one's 
nostrils,  one's  ears,  and  the  very  texture  of  one's 
clothing ;  dust  that  was  only  prevented  from 
covering  the  noble  trees  lining  the  way  by  the 
fact  that  not  a  breath  of  wind  assisted  it  in  their 
direction;  dust  that  tried  hard,  but  did  not 
succeed,  in  preventing  the  sweet  smell  of  new- 
mown  hay  reaching  us  from  the  meadows  on  either 
side. 

My  first  glimpse  of  the  river  satisfied  me  that  it 
was  running  "bank-full";  indeed,  I  had  never 
seen  more  water  in  it,  but  "gin  clear"  was  not 
sufiiciently  expressive  of  its  brightness.  Here 
and  there  the  pools  were  dimpled  with  the  rings 
of  rising  fish.  In  places  where  the  winding  of 
the  stream  permitted  a  closer  inspection  some 
good  trout  could  be  seen  lazily  poising  them- 
selves beneath  the  surface,  and  I  was  pleased  to 
note  the  absence  of  many  "  black  'uns."  Arrived 
at  the  Boarding  House  Hotel,  one  of  the  most 
comfortable  fishing  quarters  I  know  of,  I  was 
soon  into  my  waders,  and  after  a  deep  draught  of 
deliciously  cool  beer  I  mounted  a  Ginger  Quill, 
and  proceeded  on  the  warpath.  The  sun  was 
sinking  behind  the  old  dismantled  mine  as  I 
stepped  quietly  into  the  water  at  the  extreme 
bottom  of  the  length  below  the  mill'  pool,  and 
sent  the  Ginger  on  its  first  voyage  upstream. 


But  fine  as  the  cast  was,  delicately  as  Mrs. 
Richardson's  masterpiece  alighted  upon  the 
stream,  it  was  useless — utterly  i^seless.  Again 
and  again  was  the  fly  sent  into  a  likely  spot,  but 
not  a  fin  stirred,  and  it  was  not  until  after  the 
sun  had  sunk  behind  the  hills,  and  the  long 
shadows  had  ceased  to  stretch  across  the  valley, 
leaving  all  in  a  soothing  state  of  quiet  calm,  that 
at  last  the  tell-tale  rings  appeared,  and  the  plash  ! 
of  fish  announced  that  a  rise  was  on.  And  then 
occurred  one  of  those  exasperating  state  of  affairs 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  a)l  anglers.  Where  ten 
minutes  before  not  a  fish  was  stirring,  now  pool 
after  pool  and  stream  beyond  stream  was  alive 
with  fish,  rushing  here  or  rising  there.  Need  I 
tell  the  story  P  I  think  not.  Where  I  should 
have  basketed  a  decent  lot  of  troiit  I  only  brought 
a  brace  to  the  net,  and  those  succumbed  to  a 
rather  large  Hare's  Ear  and  Yellow,  which  was 
mounted  after  I  had  nearly  exhausted  every 
pattern  in  my  book.  It  was  a  lovely  evening,  and 
I  enjoyed  my  pipe  and  the  stroll  back  to  "  mine 
inn  " — and  that's  all  I  can  say  about  it.  In  the 
flower-laden  porch  of  the  hotel  stood  my  friend 
F.,  who  had  arrived  on  the  scene  earlier  in  the 
day.  He  had  toiled  hard  through  the  heat  of  the 
day  on  the  Bradford,  and  ia  the  result  had 
basketed  one  and  a  half  brace  of  fish,  all  taken 
with  the  Yellow  Dun.  And  so  to  bed,  with  the 
sweet  perfume  of  roses,    stocks,  sweet  peas, 


tobacco  plants,  and  mignonette  filling  our  sleeping 
apartments. 

The  sun  rose  in  a  cloudless  sky,  and  at  a  very 
early  time  of  day  shone  relentlessly  upon  the 
countryside.  Had  I  lived  on  the  banks  of  the 
Lathkill  I  should  never  have  dreamed  of  fishing 
through  such  a  bright  day,  but  I  was  there  to 
fish,  and  fish  I  did.  Fine  and  far  off,  indeed  :  I 
really  believe  that  if  one  had  dropped  a  fly  from  a 
balloon  floating  a  mile  above  the  stream  it  would 
have  scared  the  fish.  Not  a  breath  of  wind 
ruffled  the  surface  of  the  pools.  The  streams 
were  tried  without  success.  All  nature  lay  dor- 
mant, and  a  haze  of  heat  hovered  over  the  hill- 
sides. I  have  said  all  nature  lay  dormant,  but  I 
must  make  an  exception  to  meet  the  case  of  the 
flies,  they  were  busy  enough,  buzzing  and  biting, 
goodness  only  knows!  There  were  millions  cf 
them,  of  all  shapes,  colours,  and  sizes,  and  they 
did  not  give  one  a  minute's  peace.  The  only 
relief  I  could  get  from  their  attentions  was  when 
I  smoked  like  a  Sheffield  shaft.  I  blistered  my 
tongue  smoking  that  day,  and  even  then  only 
partially  succeeded  in  alleviating  the  nuisance. 

After  two  or  three  hours'  fruitless  efforts,  I  at 
last  spotted  a  fish  rising  beneath  the  boughs  of 
an  overhanging  tree.  It  was  rather  a  difficult 
cast,  and  the  fish  was  at  least  20yds._off,  but  I 
managed  to  reach  liini — and  put  him  down. 
Fine  as  my  cast  was,  evidently  it  was  not  fine 
enough,  so  I  determined  to  try  a  bold  experiment. 
I  soaked  a  3yds.  cobweb  gut  cast,  and  added  it  to 
the  3yds.  fine  taper  cast  I  had  on.  This  did  the 
trick,  and  in  that  brilliant  sunlight  and  bright 
water  I  hooked  my  gentleman,  and,  what  is  more, 
I  basketed  him.  After  this  I  stuck  to  the  long 
length  of  gut,  but  it  wanted  a  lot  of  managing. 
I  don't  know  if  you,  my  reader,  have  ever  used 
18ft  of  gut  at  the  end  of  a  fly  line— and  such 
gut !  But  if  you  have  not,  give  it  a  trial,  and  then 
you  will  know  what  sort  of  a  task  I  had.  How- 
ever, the  dodge  paid,  and  I  creeled  three  trout 
where  I  am  sure  I  should  have  been  Ashless 
without  the  extra  length  of  cobweb  gut. 

I  fished  up  to  Alport,  and  then  decided  to 
ramble  up  the  Bradford.  It  proved  to  be  very 
weedy,  but  there  were  several  fish  either  feeding 
or  close  to  the  surface  in  the  narrow  channels 
and  small  open  spaces  between  the  weeds._  The 
long  cobweb  cast  was  no  use  imder  such  circum- 
stances, so  I  removed  3jds.  of  the  very  fine  end, 
and  mounting  a  Hare's  Ear  and  Yellow,  sent  it 
over  one  of  the  channels,  so  that  only  about  6in. 
of  the  gut  and  the  fly  extended  beyond  the  edge 
of  the  weed.  This  manoeuvre  was  too  much  for  a 
wily  pounder,  and  he  sucked  down  the  fly  as 
innocently  as  possible — and  went  bang  into  the 
weeds  before  I  dare  stop  him.  Two  other  fish 
served  me  the  same  trick,  but  before  I  operated 
on  number  four  I  broke  off  the  very  fine  end  of 
my  cast,  and  when  the  fish  rose  I  sent  home  the 
steel,  put  on  all  the  strain  I  dared,  lifted  his  head 
on  to  the  weeds — of  course,  his  body  followed— 
and  before  he  could  realise  what  had  happened, 
he  was  floundering  across  the  top  of  the  weeds 
into  the  net,  and  from  thence  into  my  basket  1  It 
was  not  a  pretty  piece  of  work,  but  it  was  very 
effectual.  Two  other  fish  siiccumbed  in  a  like 
manner,  and  then  I  retraced  my  steps  to  the 
hotel,  where  I  met  friend  F.,  who  had  managed  to 
creel  one  and  a  half  brace. 

We  did  justice  to  a  capital  dianer.  and  in  the 
cool  of  the  evening  strolled  up  the  Lathkill 
beyond  Alport.  The  river  hereabouts  is  terribly 
overgrown  with  reeds  and  rushes,  but  where  clear 
places  are  discovered,  there,  too,  will  be  found 
some  good  trout,  ranging  to  and  fro  like  caged 
lions.  I  got  one  fish  from  cue  of  these  pools,  and 
friend  F.  got  a  brace  ;  and  then,  in  the  late  even- 
ing, another  of  those  exasperating  rises  occurred, 
and  I  gave  up  trying  in  disgust.  The  next  morn- 
ing I  bade  good-bye  to  F.  (he  was  bound  for 
London),  and  proceeded  to  the  Chatsworth 
water,  where,  by  dint  of  gi-eat  patience  and  the 
use  of  that  extra  3yds.  of  cobweb  gut,  I  managed 
to  creel  a  few  fish,  principally  taken  with  Ginger 
Quill  and  Yellow  Dun. 

My  next  stopping  place  was  at  Matlock  Bath, 
and  here  I  fell  in  with  so  many  old  friends,  and 
the  day  was  so  terribly  bright,  that  I  decided  not 
to  fish  till  the  evening,  and  to  spend  the  time 
fighting  old  battles  over  again,  and  gathering 
such  information  as  I  could. 

Mr.  Clarke,  t'ae  late  secretary  of  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Society,  late  postmaster  at 
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Matlock  Bath,  champion  bee  keeper  and  cabbage 
grower,  boss  hand  with  the  Blue  Dim  (christened 
by  "  Red  Spinner  "  the  "  meaty  'uri  "),  and  all- 
round  expert  angler,  in  whom,  in  conjunction  with 
CoUinson,  the  keeper,  is  embodied  the  long  and 
the  short  of  Derbyshire  fishing,  has  been  promoted 
to  Kidderminster.  Luck  go  with  him  !  I  hear 
that  the  Derwent  trout,  in  solemn  conclave, 
unanimously  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
authorities  who  had  so  thoughtfully  removed 
"  the  Demon  "  from  their  midst !  The  mantle  of 
Mr.  Clarke  has  fallen  upon  the  shoulders  of  his 
fishing  chum  and  fellow  worker  in  the  cause  of 
the  preservation  of  the  Derwent,  Mr.  G.  Cooper. 
For  my  own  part,  I  know  of  no  more  fitting  man 
for  the  onerous  and  delicate  business  of  secretary 
to  the  M.  and  C.A.S. 

I  was  son-y  to  hear  that,  through  Ul-health, 
Mr.  Matthew  Hill  has  had  to  retire  from  active 
life  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Cromford.  Many  a 
visitor  to  this  district  will  miss  his  genial  company 
and  pleasant  face.  "  Bob  "  Watson  has  taken  a 
public-house  at  Derby,  and  the  only  consolation 
we  have  in  his  loss  is  the  fact  that  Derby  will 
profit.  Mr.  T.  Tyack,  a  little  older  but  as  game 
as  ever,  still  presides  over  the  destinies  of  the 
Royal  Hotel,  and,  as  usual,  is  never  so  happy 
as  when  listening  to  fishing  yams  after  the 
toil  of  the  day.  Mr.  Tyack  takes  a  great  and 
real  interest  in  the  Derwent  and  its  finny 
inhabitants.  I  had  a  long  chat  with  Mr. 
King,  the  hero  of  the  big  trouts.  He  says  he 
has  his  eye — he  did  not  particularise  which  eye — 
on  a  bigger  one  than  ever.  It  does  not  matter 
what  bait  friend  King  captures  this  fish  with, 
let's  hope  he  gets  it  somehow:  these  very  big 
trout  are  cannibals,  and  are  best  out  of  the  water. 
Talk  about  Salmo  irideus — why,  they  lick  that 
much  maligned  fish  into  a  cocked  hat.  Of  course, 
I  had  a  look  at  the  fish  hatchery  of  the  M.  and 
C.A.S.  They  have  a  splendid  lot  of  fry,  yearlings, 
and  coming  two-year-olds,  the  latter  a  better  lot, 
if  possible,  than  the  1500  placed  in  the  water  at 
the  last  stocking. 

Altogether,  I  was  very  pleased  with  my  visit. 
I  killed  a  couple  of  brace  of  trout  in  the  evening 
below  Cromford,  and  we  had  some  yam-spinning 
at  the  Royal  after  it  got  too  dark  to  cast  our  flies. 
But  of  that  evening's  fishing,  and  some  of  the  tall 
stories  that  were  told  over  the  pipes  and  whiskey, 
I  must  teU  in  another  article.  Ibis  Tag. 


WITH  THE  MAT  FLY  ON  THE 
KENNET. 


The  permit  arrived  by  post  on  Thursday, 
June  2,  and  was  worded  as  follows .  "  Permit 
'  Nemo '  and  friend  to  fish  my  water  for  one  day 
during  the  next  ten  days."  Consequently,  when 
the  6.30  a.m.  steamed  out  of  Paddington  on 
Saturday  morning,  we  occupied  two  seats,  while 
waders,  rods,  nets,  and  fishing  bags  helped  to 
fill  up. 

Pleasing  visions  fiilled  our  minds  of  the  big  takes 
we  were  going  to  make,  and  memories  of  past 
triumphs  seemed  to  promise  success.  Those  who 
do  not  know  the  Kennet  can  have  but  little  idea 
of  its  capabilities  as  a  breeding  ground  for  large 
trout.  Running,  as  it  does,  canalised  in  stretches, 
its  course  is,  in  the  true  river  portions,  made  up 
of  a  succession  of  slowly  running  deeps,  con- 
verted in  June  into  flower  gardens  by  the  water 
ranunculus,  with  paths  of  clear  water  separating 
the  beds.  These  deeps  are  separated  from  each 
other  by  a  succession  of  gravelly  shallows  ; 
here  at  the  head  of  the  pools  below,  and  in  the 
foot  deep  stickles,  lie  handsome  trout  of  from 
lib.  to  31b.  in  weight.  In  the  water  lanes  are 
dace,  chub,  and  other  coarse  fish ;  and  here,  when 
the  rise  is  at  its  height,  are  to  be  found  the 
leviathan  trout  of  the  Kennet — the  monsters  of 
51b.,  81b.,  or  even  101b.  weight,  for  which  the 
river  is  famed. 

While  the  train  speeds  on  its  way  the  tackle  is 
got  ready,  the  doiible  tapered  lines  are  vaselined, 
and  the  casts  are  put  into  the  damping  box.  Good 
strong  casts  these  are,  strong  enough  to  hold  a 
small  donkey,  and  thoroughly  suitable  for  the 
work  on  hand ;  for  it  is  to  be  remembered  that,  in 
the  weedy  deeps  and  the  swift  shallows  aUke, 
if  fish  are  to  be  landed  they  must  be  held  from 
the  start.  Moreover,  these  fish  are  not  in  the 
least  gut  shy,  if  they  have  not  become  aware  of 
the  angler's  presence. 


Arrived  at  our  destination,  we  make  for  the 
village  inn,  and  proceed  to  consume  with  avidity 
the  second  breakfast,  which  is  to  be  the  only  solid 
meal  of  the  day. 

While  thus  occupied,  the  keeper  is  announced 
as  waiting  outside,  and  within  .half  an  hour,  i.e., 
about  9.30,  we  are  en  route  for  the  river.  The  day 
does  not  look  promising,  dark  grey  clouds  over- 
hang the  sky,  and  a  stiff  breeze  is  blowing  from 
the  south-east.  The  keeper  tells  us  that  there 
was  a  scattered  rise  the  day  before,  but  that  the 
fish  did  not  seem  to  be  taking  the  fly,  and,  in  fact, 
had  not  got  used  to  it. 

We  arrived  at  the  river  bank,  and,  while  we  were 
fitting  up,  a  good  trout  rose  and  took  a  May  Fly 
right  opposite  where  we  were  standing.  Below 
lay  a  shallow  with  about  2ft.  of  water  over  it,  so, 
wading  out  in  this,  I  cast  upstream  over  the  rising 
fish,  which  I  promptly  pvit  down.  Tuming  to 
come  ashore,  I  noticed  a  boil  about  10yds.  below 
me,  and,  without  measuring,  cast  the  fly  down- 
stream in  that  direction ;  a  boil,  a  strike,  and  I 
was  into  a  good  fish,  which,  being  below  me,  at 
once  weeded  himself  and  got  away. 

Coming  ashore,  I  indulged  in  the  luxury  of  a 
smoke,  and  awaited  a  resumption  of  business  on 
the  part  of  the  other  trout  on  the  shallow.  At 
the  end  of  ten  minutes  I  noticed  another  rise,  cast 
over  it,  and  hooked  a  nice  fish,  pulled  him  down- 
stream, and  landed  him  ;  he  weighed  21b.  The 
pulling  of  these  trout  down  the  stream  as  soon  as 
they  are  hooked  is,  in  the  writer's  opinion,  the 
secret  of  success,  for  if  they  are  once  given  a 
chance  they  are  in  and  out  of  the  weeds  with 
lightning  rapidity  ;  while  if  their  heads  are  once 
pulled  so  that  the  current  plays  on  their  broad- 
side, their  power  of  direction  is  gone,  the  current 
carries  them  past  their  hiding  places,  and  if  one 
can  run  fast  enough  the  fish  is  into  the  net  before 
he  quite  realises  what  has  happened.  Half  an 
hour  yields  two  more  trout  out  of  this  run — 
nicely  conditioned  fish  of  21b.  and  Iflb.  re- 
spectively, the  roofs  of  whose  mouths  are  packed 
with  May  Flies,  many  not  hatched  out,  retained 
in  position  by  the  vomerine  and  palatine  teeth. 
These  structures,  curved  backwards  and  inwards, 
are  best  developed  and  most  persistent  in  those 
trout  which  are  practically  dependent  for  their 
livelihood  on  a  diet  of  flies  and  larvae.  The 
capture  of  these  fish  puts  down  the  others  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood,  so  1  move  further 
down,  and  try  if  any  of  the  Kennet  monsters  are 
on  the  move  in  the  deeps. 

Here  I  find  my  friend,  who  has  been  in  grips 
with  something  large,  which  smashed  him,  but 
otherwise  has  had  hold  of  nothing  save  dace, 
which  he  has  risen  galore  and  hooked  occasionally. 
The  rising  of  dace  during  the  May  Fly  season  is 
full  of  information  to  those  who  care  to  learn. 
How  often  do  we  find  dace,  and  dace  only,  rising 
to  the  fly  which  is  fluttering  feebly  on  the  surface. 
Suddenly  the  rise  comes  on,  and  tlie  fly  begins 
to  hatch  out.  The  scene  at  once  changee — a 
dash,  a  rash,  and  half  a  dozen  Kennet  trout  are 
at  work,  and  not  a  dace  is  seen  to  move.  How 
different  also  is  the  manner  in  which  the  dace 
takes  the  fly.  The  quick,  impatient  plop,  which 
often  misses  the  real  fly,  as  if  the  fish  strikes  at 
his  prey  to  drown  it,  and  then  swallows  it.  This, 
one  is  inclined  to  think,  accounts  for  the  fre- 
quency with  which  one  misses  dace  with  the  arti- 
ficial fly.  In  the  deep,  quiet  water,  where  the 
big  trout  live,  one  must  not  look  for  the  dashing 
rise  of  the  fish  on  the  shallows.  Close  in  under 
yon  trailing  tress  of  weed,  with  its  buttercup - 
like  flowers,  one  sees  a  tiny  dimple  and  a  bubble 
left  where  a  May  Fly  was. 

Cast  there  an  upstream  line,  which  shall  drop 
as  light  as  thistledown  about  a  foot  or  less  above, 
and  within  an  inch  or  two  of  the  weed.  As  it 
passes  the  fatal  spot  it  is  gone,  and  you  are  fight- 
ing with  all  your  power,  all  your  knowledge,  and 
all  your  skill  against  a  fish  as  strong  as  a  salmon, 
with  many  times  his  experience  of  how  to  avail 
himself  of  his  local  surroundings.  Further,  it  is 
to  be  remembered  that  it  is  not  in  the  clear 
water  of  a  salmon  river  that  this  battle  must  be 
fought  out,  but  rather  in  the  midst  of  a  growth 
of  water  weed,  which  bears  a  strong  family  re- 
semblance to  an  African  jungle.  This  is  the  time 
when  the  strong  gut  comes  into  play,  and  when, 
if  one  loses  control  for  one  instant,  the  game  is 
up,  and  the  angler  is  left  lamenting. 

It  is  too  near  the  commencement  of  the  May 
Fly  season,  however,  for  the  big  fish  to  be  taking 


kindly  to  the  fly,  and  as  regards  trout  this  situation 
is  drawn  blank,  so  I  resume  operations  by  wading 
across  a  shallow  covered  with  weed,  and  am  soon 
into  another  2-pounder. 

Then  the  moming  rise  goes  off,  and  ample  timg 
is  left  for  a  stroll  up  the  water,  and  the  mid- 
day sandwich  and  post-prandial  pipe.  Towards 
four  o'clock  the  fly  comes  up  again,  but  not  as  in 
the  moming  in  single  spies,  but  in  battalions,  and 
the  plop,  plop,  splash,  splash  of  rising  fish  resounds 
on  every  side.  The  bright  yellow  winged  May 
Fly  does  tremendous  execution,  and  fish  after  fish 
is  taken,  which,  as  one  is  fishing  for  sport  and  no  ^ 
for  the  pot,  are  returned  to  keep  up  the  stock. 
About  five  o'clock  another  2-pounder  takes  the 
fly,  and  is  played  and  netted  while  one  stands 
knee-deep  in  a  shallow.  The  net,  however,  an 
old  and  triisted  friend,  fails  me,  for,  being  rotten 
from  age,  the  bottom  strands  give  way  while  the 
fish  is  being  earned  ashore,  and  in  an  instant  the 
astonished  fish  is  again  in  the  water,  and  the 
angler,  in  a  similar  state  of  mind,  is  playing  him 
through  the  net.  The  captive  takes  refuge  in  a 
tuft  of  weeds,  whence  he  is  hauled  out  by  the 
gills,  and  is  carried  ashore  plus  a  bundle  of 
vegetables.  His  romance,  however,  loses  him  his 
life,  and  he  is  added  to  the  others  in  the  fishing  bag. 

Now  the  fun  is  nearly  over,  for  the  trout  are 
pretty  well  gorged  for  the  day,  and  only  the  coarse 
fish  continue  to  rise.  So  after  one  or  two  casts  on 
a  little  stream,  a  feeder  of  the  main  river,  which 
yields  one  undersized  fish,  the  tackle  is  packed  up, 
and  after  a  good  meal  the  tired  anglers  retui-n  to 
town.  The  second  fly  fisher  has  not  done  so  well, 
for,  adhering  to  old  experience,  he  fishes  in  the 
deeps,  catching  plenty  of  coarse  fish,  but  only  one 
trout  of  21b. 

The  total  catch  for  the  day  is  thirteen  trout,  of 
which  three  brace,  averaging  close  on  21b.  apiece, 
are  retained — a  brace  for  the  owner  of  the  water, 
and  a  like  number  for  each  of  the  fishermen.  And 
so  ends  the  outing,  one  of  the  pleasantest  of  many 
angling  days  on  that  queen  of  rivers,  the  Kennet. 

Nemo. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  MAINE  LAKES. 

{Continued  from  page  430.) 


By  Charles  W.  Stevens. 
I  SAT  down  upon  the  thwart  of  the  boat,  and 
my  guide  did  the  same,  facing  each  other.  For 
nearly  five  minutes — no  ?  well,  say  three — not  a 
word  was  spoken.  The  first  to  break  the  silence 
was  Cutting,  and  in  these  words  ;  "  Mr.  Stevens, 
I'd  given  three  days'  pay  rather  than  lose  that 
trout ;  he  was  over  61b." 

"  Charles,  I  would  have  doubled  your  pay  rather 
than  to  have  lost  him.  So  much  for  using  a  last 
year's  leader." 

Don't  do  it,  my  young  friends,  or  old  friends. 
You  may  never  have  the  occasion  to  regret 
doing  so,  as  I  did  that  evening,  and  you  may  save 
a  6-pounder  by  not  doing  so.  It  might,  you  say, 
have  been  something  else  if  not  that ;  true,  but  1 
doubt  it,  for  my  fish  was  well  hooked,  and  my 
guide  cool  and  collected,  and  nothing  but  a  weak 
casting  line  cost  me  that  fish.  I  purchase  my 
flies  and  leaders  nowadays  almost  exclusively,  the 
latter  always,  of  McBride,  before  mentioned.  I 
like  to  write  the  old  gentleman's  name  (he  is  gone 
now,  and  his  daughter  succeeds  him  in  the 
business) :  I  never  saw  him,  but  I  know  he  was  an 
honest  man,  and  I  believe  he  loved  the  work  he 
was  engaged  in ;  at  all  events,  he  did  it  well,  and 
when  once  he  had  provided  you  with  an  outfit  of 
these  articles,  to  use  a  vulgar  expression,  you 
will  never  "  go  back  "  on  him,  any  more  than  they, 
in  some  trying  situation,  wiU  go  back  on  you.  ( A 
little  digression  induced  by  the  remembrance  of 
after-reflection  and  blasted  hopes). 

"Well,  Cutting,  that's  the  end  of  to-night's 
sport.    Up  anchor,  and  let's  go  home." 

Not  much  conversation  on  the  road  tha^  night. 
Oh,  laugh  if  you  will,  stoic !  Call  it  silly  to 
mourn  over  the  loss  of  a  single  fish,  were  he  the 
very  leviathan  of  the  deep.  But  discard  for  a 
few  years  your  city  pleasures,  and  go  a-fishing ; 
pit  your  lightest  tackle  and  your  best  mtelli- 
gence  against  this  wary,  gamey  fish ;  and  when, 
after  becoming  a  lover  of  this  healthful  sport, 
you  lose  the  largest  trout  you  ever  saw,  you 
may  perhaps  indulge  in  the  feelings  we  shared 
on  our  homeward  tramp.  The  smell  of  Joe's 
cooking,  the  welcome  of  the  waiting  ones,  and 
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the  reheaisal  of  the  exciting  strife  soon  restored 
the  accustomed  frame  of  mind — a  happy  one; 
and  by  the  time  that  supper  was  ready  the 
disappointment  of  the  day  was  nearly  forgotten 
in  the  anticipation  of  the  morrow — ^the  morrow 
which  was  to  be  our  last  day  in  camp,  and  on 
the  result  of  which  high  hopes  were  builded. 

"  Don't  you  wish  you  had  gone  along,  Charlie  ?  " 

"  Yes,  stupid ;  why  didn't  yon  drag  me  ?  " 

"  Oh,  yes !  keep  on  stuffing  at  this  rate,  and 
you  will  want '  Old  Brownie '  and  the  buggy  to 
take  you  over  to  the  cove." 

"  Do  you  think  he  would  weigh  61b.,  Stevens  ?  " 

"Do  I?  K  you  don't  believe  me,  ask  Cut- 
ting." 

And  he  did ;  and  Cutting  said :  "  Yes,  more. 

Our  last  day  in  camp,  and  we  had  returned  the 
preceding  night  with  ardent  hopes  of  a  good 
day's  sport ;  so  much  so  that,  for  a  wonder,  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning  found  the  three  Charlies 
and  the  one  "  Frank  "  young  man  on  their  way  to 
Trout  Cove — one  of  the  Charlies  already  lament- 
ing his  share  of  the  morning  walk,  and,  with  all 
his  love  of  the  sport,  which  is  great,  wishing  him- 
self back  again  between  his  blankets. 

"I  tell  you  it's  no  use,  Stevens;  trout  ain't 
such  fools  as  to  get  up  before  breakfast." 

"  Oh,  then  you  think  they  take  their  early  food, 
as  Hood  says  Thomson  wrote  about  early  rising 
— lying  in  their  beds." 

"Well,  what's  the  use  encouraging  them  in 
such  bad  habits  ?  You  know  the  old  story  about 
the  worm ;  if  he  hadn't  been  out  he  wouldn't 
have  been  caught." 

"  True  enough,  nor  the  bird  have  had  his 
breakfast." 

"  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you,  Charlie,  that  nature, 
in  the  abundant  disposal  of  her  gifts,  and  in  her 
ample  provisions  for  the  lower  orders,  had  so 
organised  and  perfected  her  plans  as  to — ,  as 
to—,  to—." 

"  No,  I  never  did ;  that  is,  hardly.  Ask  me  an 
easier  one.  Reserve,  my  boy,  such  an  abundant 
flow  of  natural  eloquence  tUl  after  breakfast,  do ; 
a  vacancy  exists  here  which  even  that  half  a 
cracker  failed  to  fill,  and  I  fear  to  dwell  long  upon 
so  abstruse  a  subject.  Pass  the  tar,  please  ;  the 
flies  are  up  early,  at  all  events." 

"  The  flies,  Charlie ;  these,  now,  are  another 
illustration,  and  show  the  wisdom  of — ." 

"  Bringing  along  the  tar  ? 

And  thus  did  the  disturbed  elements  in  the 
young  man's  frame  show  themselves  aa  we 
trudged  along  over  the  well-trod  road  to  the 
cove. 

"  There,  that's  the  last  time  I  ever  cast  a  fly 
before  breakfast,"  was  the  next  remark  I  heard 
from  those  amiable  lips,  as  about  an  hour  after- 
wards, after  superhuman  efEorts  to  get  a  rise,  he 
reeled  up  his  line,  and  thus  gave  vent  to  his 
feelings,  in  a  somewhat  tragic  manner :  "  I  knew 
just  how  it  would  be,  and  why  didn't  I  know 
enough  to  lie  abed  ?  " 

"  Pity  we  hadn't ;  but  we  have  gained  some 
experience,"  said  I,  as  I  reeled  up  for  a  start. 
And  so,  after  all  the  success  of  the  evening  before 
on  the  same  spot,  an  hour's  faithful  fishing  had 
failed  to  reward  us  with  a  single  rise.  Truly  the 
ways  of  the  trout  are  past  finding  out ;  but  the 
fact  is  patent  to  every  sportsman  that  sometimes 
you  can  and  sometimes  you  can't.  But  you  had 
a  good  appetite  for  Joe's  "  fried  feesh "  and 
griddle  cakes,  and,  always  determining  to  make 
the  best  of  everything,  we  exploded  a  little  in  vain 
ejaculations,  and  then  went  to  breakfast. 

Now,  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  classic 
and  sage  remark  that  "  sometimes  you  can,"  &c. 
After  satisfying  the  demands  of  hunger,  and 
chatting  for  awhile  over  our  pipes,  we  again  set 
out  for  Trout  Cove,  and  this  time  we  did  not 
return  untU  about  forty  beautiful  fish,  after 
having  given  us  all  the  sport  that  heart. could 
wish,  had  joined  a  large  number  of  their  captured 
companions,  and  were  listening  in  the  confines  of 
oirr  cars  to  their  tale  of  captivity. 

It  was  on  the  last  day  of  oui-  camp  life  that 
poor  Joe  was  destined  to  receive  a  surprise  that 
almost  overcame  his  natxiral  serenity  and  threw 
him  into  the  depths  of  profound  amazement.  In 
looking  over  our  remaining  stores  which  we  had 
taken  to  camp,  Mrs.  S.  found  a  couple  of  cans  of 
com,  which  somehow  had  been  overlooked,  and 
sent  them  in  to  Joe,  by  one  of  the  guides,  with 
the  request  to  have  them  for  dinner. 

(To  be  continued.) 


ANTIMUOSTIQUE. 

We  have  received  from  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet 
and  Sons,  Abbey  Mills,  Redditch,  a  bottle  of 
what  they  claim  is  "  an  abEolutely  safe  and  non- 
irritating  lotion  for  the  prevention  of  insect  bites 
while  fishing,  shooting,  golfing,  &c.  Simply 
applied  by  rubbing  a  drop  or  two  on  the  face." 

They  have  received  many  testimonials  as  to  its 
efficiency.  We  wish  we  had  had  it  last  week  to 
see  if  it  was  proof  against  the  attack  of  a  small 
beast  with  a  speckled  wing  and  a  mighty  sting  ; 
it  is  so  small  that  it  would  easily  go  through 
the  eye  of  a  No.  1  eyed  hook.  Its  bite  is  quite  as 
bad  as  that  of  a  gnat,  and  it  is  so  minute  an 
insect  that  you  do  not  notice  it  until  you  feel  you 
are  bitten. 

We  must  say  another  word  in  praise  of  the 
"  Archer  "  fishing  bag  and  the  "  Archer  "  landing 
net  and  handle. 


THE   BOYLE,  IRELAND. 

"  The  spawning  season  of  1897  in  the  Boyle 
district,"  says  a  correspondent,  "  was  a  most 
successful  one."  Ths  same  authority  is  responsible 
for  the  following  remarks.  He  says :  I  believe 
the  Boyle  river  is  the  besb  spawning  river  in 


THE  MAY  FLY   AND   THE  RIVER 
WITCH. 


One  of  the  overrated  things  in  this  world  seems- 
to  me  to  be  the  May  Fly  season.  The  fact  that  I 
am  not  a  fisherman  should  count  in  my  favour, 
since  it  places  me  in  a  position  to  judge  the 
matter  calmly  and  dispassionately  on  its  own 
merits.  And  I  repeat,  the  May  Fly  is  an  ill- 
named  and  overrated  insect,  while  the  estatic 
enthusiasm  it  arouses  in  the  breast  of  the  angler 
is  only  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  interposition  of 
the  word  "  magic,"  which  magic  is  exercised  by 
the  mysterious  and  fascinating  river  witch.  She, 
I  mean,  who  at  aU  times  throws  the  glamour  of 
enchantment  aroimd  the  votaries  of  the  gentle 
art,  but  at  this  one  season  of  the  year  puts  out 
especial  powers,  and,  to  the  detriment  of  business, 
society,  and  domestic  concerns,  entices  to  her 
banks  the  aU  too  readily  cajoled  fisherman. 

Once  each  year,  during  a  certain  week  in  June, . 
the  fisherman  becomes  the  enthusiast ;  becomes, . 
also,  deaf  to  the  voice  of  country,  home,  and 
beauty,  regardless  of  weather,  time,  or  meals. 
Vainly  do  previous  engagements  batter  at  the 
locked  doors  of  memory ;  vainly  do  friends  plead 
or  gibe.  The  river  witch  has  ensnared  him  with 
her  spells ;  he  is  for  the  time  her  captive,  hearing 


The  Salmon  Pool  above  the  Town  Bridge  on  the  Boyle  River,  Ireland. 


coimection  with  the  Shannon,  and  one  of  the 
best  protected.  The  accompanying  sketch  shows 
the  way  we  protect  our  spawning  fish.  All 
the  black  spots  seen  in  the  river  are  the  tops  of 
iron  bars,  from  4ft.  to  Sft.  each  in  length,  and 
driven  from  2ft.  to  3ft.  into  the  river's  bed.  They 
are  also  sufficiently  numerous  to  prevent  even  the 
shortest  net  being  worked  between  them.  There 
are  three  bailiffs  to  watch  three  miles  of  spawning 
ground.  The  Inspector  of  Fisheries  from  Athlone 
visited  here  last  September,  and  he  informed  me 
he  never  saw  a  river  so  perfectly  protected  from 
poachers.  Many  English  gentlemen,  who  for  the 
last  few  years  fished  the  Boyle  river,  now  admit 
it  to  be  a  perfect  way  of  preservation.  As  a  proof 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Fish  Preservation  Society, 
Lough  G-aa-a,  the  largest  lake  in  the  Boyle  district, 
was  in  such  a  state  about  six  years  ago  that  no 
person  would  think  of  going  to  it  for  trout  fishing, 
it  was  so  dreadfully  poached  by  netters.  Last 
year  it  gave  the  best  fishing  of  any  lake  here. 
Mr.  Mossop,  of  Long  Sutton,  got  in  one  day  six 
good  trout,  and  seven  pike  the  week  previous,  to 
the  rise  of  the  Green  Drake ;  and  during  the  May 
Fly  fishing  Thos.  McGi-ath  killed  eight  trout  to 
his  own  rod  in  one  day,  while  Mr.  S.  Dickie  killed 
the  heaviest  trout  of  the  season  on  same  late — 
beauty  of  81b. 


only  her  voice,  oblivious  of  the  world.  A  myriad 
of  dancing,  gauzy-winged  sprites  have  lured  him 
to  her  side,  and  mysterious  circles,  breaking  the 
clear  mirror  of  the  water,  hold  him  there  as 
surely  as  "  strange  passes  "  by  a  wizard's  wand. 
I  repeat,  nothing  but  magic  can  account  for  the 
complete  enthralment  of  the  enthusiast.  I  have 
known  many  such,  who,  in  aU  other  respects  and 
at  aU  other  times,  were  sane  and  reasonable  men. 
Men  accustomed  to  take  their  pleasures — even 
fishing — with  moderation,  slaves  of  nothing  but 
their  own  good  hearts.  Yet,  at  the  signal  of  these 
miserable  little  short-lived  flies,  their  whole  range 
of  vision,  physical  and  mental,  seems  centered  on 
what  they  are  pleased  to  term  "  the  rise."  While 
that  phenomenon  lasts  they  are,  for  all  practical 
purposes  of  humanity,  non-existent.  They 
belong  to  the  river  witch. 

The  mere  catching  of  fish  seems  to  be  but  a 
secondary  consideration,  at  all  events,  their 
ardour  is  not  damped  by  failure,  neither  satiated 
by  success.  The  supreme  moment  for  them  is 
passed  when  the  iridescent  sides  of  a  trout  gleam 
through  the  meshes  of  a  landing  net ;  for,  look 
you,  it  is  part  of  the  cunning  of  the  river  witch 
that  the  enthusiast  still  believes  the  fascination 
to  consist  in  the  throwing  of  a  fly  and  not  in  the 
invisible  presence  of  the  enchantress.    It  is 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 


*       PmUrUTXr  a  'PTnXr  gabardine   ^  both  Fabrics 

in   bUlYlljlJN  £L  1  lUiN    inside  WOOL  TWEEDS  >  WEATHERPROOFED 


]  PATENT. 


PROOF 


RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
I  HOT  AND  GOLD  WINDS, 
^  THORNS,  AND  FISH  HOOKS, 


WITH 


NATURAL  VENTILATION. 


Built  (on  this  plan,  i.e.,  a  wool  foundation,  a  iiealthful  natural  warmth  is 
maintained,  so  that  the  angler  experiences  in  this  dress  complete  in- 
difference to  weather,  temperature,  or  climate. 


The  neutril  shades  of  Gabardine 
are  pronounced  by  exosrt^  perfect 
for  rendering  the  Sportsman  in- 
visibla  to  the  q^jarry. 

The  resistance  which  it  offers  to 
the  insinuating  fish-hook  makes 
Gabardine    indispensable    to  the 
Angler. 

Lightness,  combined  with  great 
weather-resisting  and  hard- 
wearing  qualities,  place  Gabardine 
in  the  forefront  as  a  material  for 
every  kind  of  sport. 


"  Rain  stands  on  it  in  beads  like  quicksilver, 
shaken  off  at  the  first  movement.  We  hare  tested 
the  garments  thoroughly." — The  Lancet. 

"  All  weathers  are  equalised,  the  body  never 
overheated,  and  chills  and  their  discomforts 
avoided." — The  Fishing  Gazette. 

"  There  is  nothing  better  adaptsd  for  outdoor 
sports  and  exercise." — The  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
Neu-f. 

"Rains  can  be  defied  without  discomfort  .... 
the  ventilating  qualities  of  woollen  fabrics  are 
maintained  intact." — British  Medical  Jovrual. 


THE  "BURBERRY" 
SUIT. 

UTMOST  FREEDOM-PERFECT  PROTECTION. 


THE  SUP=ON  CAPE. 

UTMOST  PROTECTION-PERFECT  FREEDOM. 


"  Practically  waterproof,  perfectly  self -ventilating,  impervious  to  thorns  or  fish-hooks,  as  comfortable  in  wear  as  homespuns." — Fishing  Gazette. 
"  During  two  or  three  days  fishing  they  kept  out  the  wet,  were  comfortable,  and  did  not  cause  perspiration." — The  Field. 


1898  Gabardines  include  many  new  sliades,  and  marl<:  an  important  advance  in  tropical  Airylight, 
which  has  now  strength  and  thorn  resistance  up  to  Summer  standard. 


BIIBRFBBYR  30,  haymarket,  london,  zis-^^.-^ 

DUADJjnillO,    AND  BASINGSTOKE.  specialists 


in  WEATHERPBOOF  KIT. 

of  "Gabardine"  and  "  Urber 


Burberry  Coats,  &c. 
for  Shooting,  Fishing,  Oolflng, 
Polo,  Yachting,    Cycling,  and 
Bacing  Garments. 
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-  nothing  to  her  that  he  sees  in  her  smile 
only  the  glint  of  sunshine  on  the  stream,  or 
accounts  her  laugh,  as  she  hides  among  the 
sedges,  but  the  pleasant  music  of  the  river. 
She  has  him  on  her  banks,  her  spells  are  stronger 
than  the  voice  of  friends  or  custom.  What  cares 
she  how  many  finny  beauties  of  her  kingdom  are 
sacrificed  to  gratify  her  whim  ?  Nor  does  she 
grudge  trouble.  For  two  years  she  guards  the 
voracious  little  nymph  in  the  weedy  reaches  of  her 
realm,  whispering  to  it  gentle  suggestions  of  a 
new  and  freer  life  beyond,  till  its  small  heart  grows 
sick  with  longing,  and  it  begins  to  rise  upward.  A 
tight,  uncomfortable  feeling  oppresses  it,  a  sense 
that  its  clothes  no  longer  fit.  Sui-e  enough,  as  it 
emerges  into  the  new  element  there  is  a  crack,  a 
rending,  the  dainty  wings  shoot  out,  the  delicate 
limbs  hasten  to  unsheaf  themselves — the  May 
Fly  is  born.  Then  the  fisherman  sees  it,  and 
straightway  becomes  an  enthusiast. 

And  now — save  when  mindful  of  enthusiasts  to 
be  ensnared  in  future  years,  she  lures  the  larger 
female  back  to  confide  the  precious  eggs  in  her 
keeping — the  river  witch's  interest  in  the  poor 
sprite  ceases.  She  is  heedless  though  they  drown 
before  they  can  free  themselves  from  their  ancient 
suit,  though  they  fall  a  prey  to  greedy  trout  or 
darting  swallow.  Yet  see  how  gaily  the  myriads 
that  escape  dance  over  the  adjoining  meadows,  till, 
wearied  by  their  gyrations,  they  fall  exhausted, 
and  cease  from  the  short,  blissful  life  for  which 
they  longed ;  short,  indeed,  according  to  our  crude 
reckoning  of  time,  though  they  may  read  the 
enemy  by  different  figures.  Unhampered  by 
appetite,  unconscious  of  their  perils,  these  meny 
sprites,  these  children  of  the  sun,  dance  out 
their  day,  and  fulfil  their  destiny.  Who,  re- 
garding the  enthralment  of  the  enthusiast,  shall 
venture  to  assert  that  destiny  is  insignificant  ? 
I  lately  idled  away  a  pleasant  summer  day  by  the 
side  of  an  enthusiast  while  the  May  Fly  was  on 
the  river,  and  to  my  uninstructed  eye  the  sport 
afforded,  differed  in  no  respect  to  the  general 
proceedings.  It  was  a  glorious  day,  a  blue  sky, 
paling  tenderly  on  the  horizon,  the  yet  unspoiled 
green  of  tree  and  bush  just  tremulous  in  a  faint 
wind ;  the  wheeling  keen-eyed  swallows  were  too 
busy  to  heed  our  approach,  for  the  May  Fly  were 
dancing  o'er  the  stream  by  countless  thousands. 
The  enthusiast  quickened  his  step.  In  the  reach 
of  water  below,  the  river  broke  into  a  merry 
rippling  song,  but  where  we  halted  its  silent 
course  was  only  broken  by  strange  cii-cles 
dappling  its  clear  surface  as  if  great  raindrops 
fell. 

"  A  rise !  "  whispered  the  enthusiast,  and  waved 
me  back  with  warning  hand.  Now  this  was  what 
I  had  come  to  see,  so  I  selected  a  comfortable 
seat  and  awaited  development.  The  river  witch 
must  have  had  serious  designs  on  my  poor  friend, 
for  the  rise  was  phenomenal ;  the  slowly  widening 
circles  for  the  trout,  here  and  there  interposed 
with  the  noisy  splash  of  the  grayling — and  each 
circle  the  death  of  some  poor  May  Fly. 

The  enthusiast  selected  a  fish  that  lay  under 
the  opposite  bank,  making  no  ado  about  his 
feeding,  but  sucking  the  dainty  morsels,  in  like 
some  gourmet  eating  oysters. 

Cast  the  first  narrowly  escaped  my  ear. 
"  Would  you  mind  ?  Thank  you !  "  I  selected 
another  seat  beneath  a  hawthorn. 

Cast  the  second  fell  shorFby  a  foot. 

Cast  the  third — correct.  Two  flies  sailed  down 
the  stream  side  by  side,  one  gaily  cocked  up  with 
a  jaunty  air,  the  other  somewhat  draggled  and 
lop-sided  in  appearance.  "  No  trout  could  be 
such  a  fool  as  to  mistake  them,"  I  murmured. 
"There,  he  has  it!"  The  draggled  fly  had  dis- 
appeared, and  the  improvement  on  Nature  sailed 
on  gaily.  My  friend  made  some  indiiferent 
remark,  and  I  hazarded  no  more  guesses  as  to 
the  identity  of  his  fly. 

Cast  four  caught  in  the  hawthorn  over  my 
head.  I  draw  a  veil.  .  .  ,  By  the  time  the 
fly  was  sacrificed  and  a  new  one  put  on,  that 
particular  fish  had  ceased  to  rise. 

Cast  five  for  a  new  fish,  a  lazy  one,  who  snapped 
at  the  dainty  too  late. 

Cast  eight.  But  this  presented  no  novelty  to 
me.  The  midges  were  tiresome.  I  took  out  a 
pipe,  and  because  I  had  only  common  lucifers 
with  me  a  breeze  sprang  iip.  Having  wasted 
three  and  burnt  my  fingers,  I  attended  to  the 
excitement  of  my  friend.  He  appeared  to  have 
intricately  wound  himself  up  in  his  line.  The 


explanation  being  that  the  wind  was  partly  down- 
stream, partly  across,  an  altogether  ill-conditioned 
wind. 

Cast  nine.  The  wind  still  blowing,  the  line 
returned  in  graceful  coils  to  his  feet. 
•   Cast  ten.  Ditto,  ditto. 

Cast  eleven.  Ditto,  ditto.  I  replenished  his 
exhausted  vocabulary;  then  gently  hinted  at  it 
being  tea  time,  but  received  no  encouragement. 

Cast  twelve.  A  sudden  flash  in  the  water ;  an 
ominous  bending  of  the  rod ;  a  look  of  "  die  or 
conquer  "  in  the  enthusiast's  face.  I  crawled  on 
hands  and  knees  to  the  river  with  the  net.  A 
minute  later  a  coloured  beauty  lay  beside  us 
"  drowning "  in  the  new  element.  Pangs  of 
remorse  overcame  me,  and  I  glanced  askance  at  my 
companion  in  guilt,  hoping  to  detect  similar  com- 
punctions and  thereby  heal  my  own. 

He  was  adjusting  a  new  fly  and  keeping  one  eye 
on  a  likely  rise  in  mid-stream.  He  vouchsafed  an 
admiring  glance  at  his  victim.  "  A  pound  and  a 
half,"  was  his  sole  remark  as  he  cast  again,  and 
my  guilty  conscience  was  left  to  bear  its  load 
alone.  Half  an  hour  later,  when  a  second  fish  was 
laid  out  on  the  bank,  I  felt  more  callous,  and 
again  hinted  at  tea. 

The  hint  was  received  with  a  stare  of  astonish- 
ment. "  Tea !  My  good  fellow,  tea  with  the  May 
Fly  on,  and  a  rise' like  this.  Of  course,"  in  a  half 
pitying,  contemptuous  tone,  "  if  you  are  tired  of 
it,  or  hungry,  you  can  go  back." 

I  was  hungry,  but  I  did  not  go  back.  I  thought 
of  the  pleasant  tea-table  beneath  the  cool  loggia, 
the  still  pleasanter  faces  grouped  around.  I 
thought  of  the  enthusiast's  promise  "  Not  to  be 
late  to-day,  because  so-and-so  is  coming  especially 
to  see  you."  I  thought  also  of  dissipated  cakes, 
of  empty  bread  and  butter  plates,  of  cold  t«a,  and 
colder  looks — all,  forsooth,  to  be  encountered 
because  the  "  May  Fly's  on  the  river,  and  the  trout 
are  feeding  still.  " 

At  dusk,  when  the  river  witch  had  dispersed 
her  sprites  and  calmed  the  spell,  i.e.,  the  rise, 
when  a  pearly  haze  hung  over  the  green  meadows, 
and  a  crescent  moon  showed  timidly  over  the  lime 
trees,  we  wended  our  way  homeward.  But  not 
even  the  well  filled  basket  could  entirely  make 
peace  for  a  dinner  kept  waiting  three-quarters  of 
an  horn-. 

_ "  Don't  you  fish  ?  "  demanded  the  enthusiast  of 
his  neighbour  to  change  the  subject  after  a  some- 
what chilling  silence.  "  No,  I  don't  care  for 
fresh-water  fish,  they  taste  so  muddy."  The 
enthusiast  gazed  at  him  with  a  puzzled  expression, 
which  changed  to  one  of  pitjing  contempt,  and 
directed  his  discourse  to  a  brother  enthusiast, 
who  had  toiled  all  day  and  caught  nothing  but  a  i  lb. 
trout,  not  with  a  May  Fly,  but  with  a  Hare's  Ear- 
to  the  uninitiated,  an  unintelligible  proceeding. 

I  will  conclude  with  a  short  extract  from  a 
certain  antique  "  Cabinet  of  Fashion,  Music,  and 
Romance,"  which,  at  all  events  to  me,  places 
the  fisherman,  even  the  enthusiast,  under  a 
new  light,  spreading,  as  it  were,  a  halo  of  sanctity 
round  his  person. 

"There  is  not,"  said  this  "sketch,""  a  more 
distinct  or  characteristic  class  of  persons  in  the 
nation  than  that  of  anglers.  They  are,  excepting 
in  external  garb,  as  much  so  as  quakers  .... 
their  sympathies  are  all  of  the  gentlest  but 
intensest  kind,  and  their  virtues  of  the  noiseless 
order.  Show  us  a  brawler,  a  misanthrope,  or  a 
puppy,  and  we  will  show  you  where  an 
angler  is  not  to  be  found.  But  tell  us 
of  one  whose  temper  is  warm  or  amiable, 
and  there  is  a  presumption  that  he  either  does  or 
would  belong  to  the  gentle  art  I  "  The  warmest 
of  temper  I  have  myself  observed,  especially  when 
a  contrary  wind  prevails  or  the  line  gets  "  hitched 
up."  Of  the  gentleness  of  their  sympathies  I 
can  offer  no  direct  testimony,  but  would  refer  the 
inquirer  to  the  trout.  I  should  imagine,  in  the 
nicety  of  his  yea  and  nay,  he  offers  a  contrast  to 
the  somewhat  prosaic  quaker.  But  that  his 
charms  are  manifold  is  sufficiently  avouched  for, 
when  we  consider  the  care  and  troiible  that  river 
witch  expends  to  draw  him  to  her  banks  during 
the  delusive  and  short-lived  May  Fly  season. 

G.  M.  B. 


OiUENTAi,  Books  formerly  Issued  bj-  W,  H.  Allen  and  Co.)  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited.  St 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Offlcc— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  fTOTernment  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application, 


KENT'S    POCKET  FISHING 
REGISTER. 


Mil.  W.  J.  CuiMMiNS,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Bishop  Auckland,  sends  us  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Arthur  C.  Kent's  little  oblong  Pocket  Fishing 
Register  (size,  Sin.  by  4in.),  which  has  just  been 
published  at  the  moderate  price  of  one  .shilling. 
This  diary  is,  the  preface  tells  us,  "  designed  for 
the  use  of  anglers,  that  they  may  be  able  to  prove, 
by  entries  'made  at  the  time,'  as  the  police  say, 
not  only  the  exact  number  of  fish  caught,  but  also 
the  true  weight  of  the  largest,  the  conditions  of 
wind  and  weather,  and  the  lure  used." 

It  is  a  simple  and  well  arranged  diary,  suitable 
for  anglers  of  all  kind  and  classes,  and  very 
neatly  got  up.    We  can  strongly  recommend  it. 


BIG  TARPON. 
The  following  list  is  taken  from  the  Official  List  of 
Tarpon  for  1898,  published  in  the  Fort  Myers  Press,  Fort 
Myera,  Florida  : 

1898.  Takkn  at  Fort  Mvees.  lb.  ft.  in. 

March  14.— A.  M.  McGregor,  New  York  City  168   6  4 

15.— Serator  0.  A.  Stadler.     Do.    ...  159  7  0 

April   19.— W.Ashby  Jones,  Richmond,  Va...  185  7  3 

9.— R.  T.  Holloway,  Lexington,  Ky  ..  165  6  9 

2.— E.  Burgess-Warren,  Philadelphia  1.53  6  9 
Takex  at  St.  James. 

25.— T.  J-.  O'Donohue,  New  York  City  152  — 


UNITED  BROTHERS' ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

We  had  a  red-letter  day  on  Thursday  last.  Host 
Mackrell  tad  well  provided,  in  every  way,  a  capital  mcnui 
An  excellent  chairman  was  Mr.  W.  H.  W.  Coopar,  in  the 
right  place,  well  supported  by  personal  friends,  and  faced 
by  Mr.  W.  Lawes,  vice-chairman.  The  usual  loyal 
and  other  toasts  were  duly  proposed  and  drunk,  especially 
"  The  Chairman,"  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  K.  Lawes,  who 
spoke  of  Mr.  Cooper's  love  of  sport,  viz.,  cricket  and 
rowing,  which  he  indulged  in  in  Australia,  hoping  he 
might  become  as  good  an  angler,  which  no  doubt  he  will. 
The _  chairman,  in  reply,  justified  his  love  of  sport  by 
making  an  appeal  to  his  friends  present  to  support  the 
United  Brothers'  Club  by  becoming  membsrs  and  enrich- 
ing their  prize  list,  which  was  well  responded  to,  heading 
the  list  himee  If.  The  musical  part  of  the  evening  was  of 
an  excellent  quality,  and  well  carried  out,  the  United 
Brothers  tha  nking  all  arti.ites  for  their  kindness  in  coming 
forward  to  make  a  most  enjoyable  evening.  Host 
Mackrell's  health  was  well  received,  and  enthusiastically 
drunk,  as  anglers  well  know  how  to  do.  Mr.  H.  Tyler 
well  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  club  for  his  energy  in 
making  so  successful  and  enjoyable  an  evening.  Music 
and  song  rapidly  followed  each  other  in  grand  style  until 
the  toast  of  "The  Vice-Chairman"  (Mr.  W.  R.  Lawes) 
was  duly  acknowledged,  it  being  his  twelfth  year  in  the 
vice-chair.    This  terminated  the  proceedings.       W.  L. 


MIDLAND  PISCATORIAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Midland  Piscatorial  Associa- 
tion was  held  recently  at  the  Midland  Hotel,  Birminerham, 
Mr.  E.  C.  Newey  presiding.  The  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  T. 
Coles)  read  the  annual  report  of  the  committee,  which 
stated  that  the  association  had  just  completed  the  twenty- 
first  year  of  its  existence,  and  congratulated  the  members 
on  its  present  satisfactory  condition.  There  had  been  a 
net  gain  of  fourteen  members  during  the  year,  the 
membership  now  standing  at  seventy  (including  those 
paying  at  half  rates).  The  committee,  however,  urged 
the  desirability  of  further  strengthening  the  association 
by  introducing  new  members.  The  fishing  during  the  pist 
season  had  been  good,  and  the  fish  in  the  club  waters  had 
improved  in  number  and  in  quality.  The  season  now 
opening  showed  good  promise,  spxwning  having  been  con- 
ducted under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  t  here  being 
a  good  volume  of  water  and  plenty  of  fish.  The  committee 
deeply  regretted  the  great  loss  the  association  sustained  by 
the  death  of  their  late  esteemed  president,  Mr.  E.  Hooper, 
whose  genial  presence  had  alwayfe  commat:ded  the  highest 
respect.  Mr.  E.  C.  Newey,  atthe  unanimous  request  of  the 
committee,  had  consented  to  fill  the  presidential  chair,  and 
his  services  had  given  great  satisfaction.  The  committee 
also  expressed  great  regret  at  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  Nevett, 
agent  to  the  Earl  of  Lichfield,  to  whose  courtesy  the 
as503iation  were  deeply  indebted  in  connection  with  the 
fishing  they  rented.  The  association,  the  committee  con- 
sidered, wa3  never  in  a  better  condition  than  it  was  in  at 
the  present  time.  The  president,  in  moving  the  adoption 
of  the  report,  said  that  the  association  was  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  having  attained  its  majority,  and  upon 
being  at  this  period  of  its  existence  in  a  better  position, 
numerically  and  financially,  than  it  had  ever  been  in  before. 
The  report  of  the  treasurer  (Mr.  D.  Arkell)  showed  that 
the  balance  in  hand  had  increased  during  the  year  from 
£11  19s.  ejd.  to  £25  14s.  7id.  The  income  from  sub- 
scriptions was  £208  17s.  Gd.  Mr.  Arkell  (who  was 
unable  to  be  present)  wrote  that  pressure  of  business 
would  prevent  him  from  again  taking  oflice.  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Savatard, 
Mr.  E.  C.  Newey  was  elected  presidett  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Dr.  Whitby  was  re-elected  vice-president,  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Florance,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  CoLswas  ra-elected 
hon.  secretary.  Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the  officers 
for  their  services  during  the  past  year,  and  the  committee, 
with  one  or  two  changes,  was  re-elected.    Mr.  H.  G, 
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Smith  suggested  that  as  the  rules  were  being  reprinted, 
the  rule  against  the  taking  of  undersized  fish  should  be 
emphasised  in  some  way.  In  the  course  of  conversation  it 
was  suggested  that  the  tadiffs  should  be  called  upon  to 
exercise  greater  vigilance  in  the  matt-r.  Mr.  Smith  sail 
that  members  ought  not  to  throw  this  unpleasant  duty 
upon  the  bailiffs.  The  president  said  that  any  member 
offending  should  be  reporttd  to  the  committee,  who  could 
send  him  a  rasping  letter.  It  was  understood  that  the 
committee  would  take  the  matter  into  consideration.  The 
meeting  concluded  with  a  discussion  of  the  arrangements 
for  the  annual  dioner. 


REPORTS  FROM  filVliRS,  LOCHS,  k. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St,  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  W£LSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— Before  this 
appears  in  print  the  river  will  be  in  possession  of  the 
general  body  of  anglers  ;  but  from  iuformation  I  received 
on  Monday  from  Shepperton,  "  the  water  is  in  a  dirty 
condition,  and,  what  with  that  and  the  cold  east  wind, 
there  are  the  worst  prospects  I  have  ever  known  for  the 
opening  season."    This  in  the  opinion  of  George  Rose  well. 
It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  make  some  reference  to  the 
abolition  of  gross  weight  competitions  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  prizes  for  specimen  lish,  which  I  was  the  first  to 
ventilate  in  the  early  days  of  tQe  Fishing  Gazette,  under 
its  present  excellent  editorship,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
boasting,  but  simply  to  express  the  pleasure  it  has  givea 
me  in  my  retirement  to  learn  this  last  week  another  club 
(the  Lady  of  the  Lake)  has  followed  the  example  of  a  great 
many  others,  and  adopted  the  principle  of  abolishing  gross 
weight  prizes,  and  only  permitting  the  heaviest  fish  to 
count.     The  opposition  I  met  with  at  the  onset  has  about 
subsided,  and  1  hope,  in  the  end,  will  be  more  generally 
adopted  by  all  the  200  angling  clubs  now  in  existence, 
inasmuch  as  the  principle  is  a  sound  one  in  the  interests 
and  success  both  for  anglers  and  angling  clubs,  for 
which  purpose  it  was  originally  ventilated.  There  are  few 
who  will  remember  the  time  in  the  sixties  when  members  of 
angling  clubs  were  permitted  to  weigh-in  the  smallest  fish 
they  could  catch  for  gross  weight  prizes,  and  to  see,  as  I 
have  done,  their  baskets  laden  with  such  miserably  small 
fish.    The  only  excuse  I  could  get  was,  "the  club  allowed 
them  to  weigh  in  any  size."    I  can  assure  the  members  of 
the  Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Club  their  adoption  of  the 
principle  I  first  laid  down  has  given  me  the  greatest 
pleasure,  and  I  sincerely  wish  them  every  success  as 
anglers,  and  the  greatest  prosperity  to  their  club.    I  am 
afraid  there  will  not  be  much  to  report  in  the  way  of 
takes,  either  of  trout  or  the  coarser  fish,  as  the  time  is  too 
near  publication.    As  regards  trout,  I  received  from 
George  Eosewell  on  Monday  afternoon  the  follovring 
report :  "I  have  had  three  more  trout  with  one  of  your 
old  friends,  Mr.  R.  Coles,  who  asked  very  kindly  after 
you,  and  wished  me  to  remember  him  to  you.  The 
largest  fish  weighed  6|lb. ;  very  dirty,  had  nine  lice  on 
him,  although  the  fish  was  in  good  condition,  and  the  two 
others  between  21b.  and  31b.  each,  both  of  which  were 
returned."    The    only    other  capture    that    has  been 
reported  is  that  of  Mr.  James  Clapp,  of  the  Chiswick 
Piscatorials,  fishing  at.  Chertsey  Weir  on  Monday,  but  the 
weight  of  the  trout  has  not  been  ascertained.    The  river 
at  Hampton  Court  does  not  appear  so  disappointing  as 
Shepperton  for  "  the  openiLg  day,"  as  William  Milbourne, 
writing  in  the  early  portion  of  this  week,  says  :  "  There 
has  not  been  anything  done  this  week  in  the  way  of  trout. 
The  water  is  well  coloured,  and  in  good  order  for  coarse 
fishing,  and  there  is  a  good  show  of  roach,  chub,  and 
barbel,  at  Hampton  Court.   If  we  cm  only  get  rid  of  this 
easterly  wind  by  the  16th,  you  will  hear  of  some  good 
takes."    It  is  reported  the  bream  have  spawned,  and  the 
spawn  is  all  gone. — B. 

  (Twickenham).  — River  here  is  in  first  rate 

condition,  and  I  have  never  seen  a  better  show  of  fish 
than  I  saw  on  Monday.  The  back  of  the  island  at  high 
tide  was  full  of  barbel  and  other  fish.  Very  few  punts  out 
here  to-day,  but  no  doubt  those  that  are  out  will  do  well. 
A  carp  caught  at  Rueller  Hall,  0|lb.,  which  I  am  setting 
up. — F,  J.  Ogden  Smith. 

  (Windsor    District).  —  Exceptionally  cold 

weather  has  prevailed  this  week,  and  the  river  traffic 
appears  to  have  disheartened  the  Thames  trout  anglers  in 
this  district,  and  very  few  are  to  be  seen  out.  A  nasty 
east  wind,  and  extremely  cold  for  time  of  year,  is  doubtless 
uncomfortable  for  the  trout  as  well  as  the  angler.  The 
Thames  coarse  fishing  season  should  be  quite  up  to  the 
average  of  the  past  few  years,  and  as  regards  perch  will  be 
above  it,  there  being  a  large  stock.  Chub  and  barbel  are 
plentiful,  as  also  are  jack  ;  but  the  latter  are  terribly 
small,  and  it  seems  a  pity  they  cannot  have  three  years' 
grace. — B.  R.  B. 

Ancholme  District.— Three  nice  trout  have  been 
taken  on  local  waters  this  week,  one  of  31b.,  one  of  21b., 
and  one  of  IJlb.,  besides  a  few  smaller  ones.  Some  rain- 
bow fry  go  this  week  into  the  receiving  ponds  of  the 
Market  Rasen  Club.  Owing  to  the  cold  weather,  there  is 
an  almost  total  absence  of  thoEG  evening  JJuns  which 
catch  so  well  after  a  warm  day.  Fishing  on  the  Ancholme 
opens  to-morrow.  Three  hundred  more  very  fine  English 
tench  go  into  this  river  this  week.  Prospects  for  coarse 
fishing  are  very  good,  but  roach  have  not  yet  finished 
spawning. — Thomas  Ford. 

Arun  (Pulborough).— The  river  is  in  good  order, 
and  fish  have  been  spawning  well  and  although  the  flooa 
last  month  interfered  with  the  spawn,  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a  successful  season. — W.  O.  Holl.man. 


Bottisham  Locks.— Ten  minutes'  walk  from  Water- 
beach  Station,  G.B.R.  Water  in  excellent  condition,  but 
some  parts  weedy,  but  not  round  the  looks  and  the  Lode 
opposite.  I  have  watched  this  water  all  through  the 
spawning  season.  We  have  a  good  show  of  all  coarse  fish, 
besides  a  splendid  show  of  chub,  about  1  Jib.  each  ;  gudgeon 
are  very  fine.  The  look-keeper  is  well  satisfied  with  the 
present  show  of  fish,  and  is  looking  forward  for  a  good 
season.    All  free  fishing. — John  O'George. 

Bure  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).— It  is  rather 
surprising  to  find  that  multitudes  of  roach  and  bream  are 
btill  spawning,  and  may  be  seta  in  immense  numbers 
amidst  the  drift  and  weed  at  the  margin,  splattering  and 
fussing,  many  half  out  of  the  water.  I  do  not  recollect 
sesing  these  operations  proceeding  so  late  before,  but 
presume  the  cold,  bleak  weather  of  May  retarded  spawning 
to  an  unusual  degree.  I  cannot,  therefore,  recommend 
anglers  who  care  for  really  well  conditioned  fish  to  fish 
these  waters  much  before  the  first  week  in  July,  or  there- 
abouts. We  took  a  sample  of  roach  on  the  5th  (about 
thirty),  and  found  nearly  all  still  bulging  with  spawn. 
Dace  caught  to-night  in  upper  waters  are  in  very  poor, 
thin  condition.  River  in  good  colour  and  volume  ; 
weather  cloiady,  cool;  wind  from  N.  and  N.N.W.,  and 
frequent  diizzling  showers.  Private  trout  fishing  has 
been  good. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.  (Gloucestersliire).— The  Grey 
Drake  was  still  very  well  on  in  some  parts  of  the  Fairford 
district  up  to  Monday  last,  but  the  trout  took  but  little 
notice  of  them,  preferring  to  rise  at  the  Olive  and  Yellow 
Duns  and  gnats,  which  were  thick  on  the  water.   The  May 
Fly  season  has  been  poor,  never  at  any  time  being  such 
enormous  clouds  of  ephemera  on  the  water  that  we  have 
seen  in  former  years.    The  sport  on  the  Bast  Gloucester- 
shire streams  has,  in  many  instances,  been  simply  grand, 
as  the  few  following  items  had  during  the  past  fortnight 
will  show  :  Mr.  F.  R.  Carbonell,  on  the  hotel  water  at 
Fairford  (Coin),  reached  the  limit  of  five  brace,  and 
followed  this  up  on  the  Leach  with  a  grand  creel  of  nine 
and  a  half  brace ;  and  on  the  next  day,  on  the  Coin,  on  the 
WiUiamstrip  Park  waters,  grassed  another  five  brace,  or 
nineteen  and  a  half  brace  in  three  days,  upwards  of  |lb. 
average.    Mr.  Stradling,  of  Cirent,  creeled  five  brace  on 
the  Bull  Hotel  waters  ;  and  other  creels  of  two  and  a  half 
to  four  and  a  half  brace  were  got.    Dr.  Powell,  of  High- 
worth,  had  some  capital  sport  on  this  water,  so,  too,  did 
Mr.  T.  Powell,  killing  trout  of  21b.  and  Iflb.  each.  Drs. 
Bloxsome,  Hooker,  and  Childs  also  did  very  well  here,  as 
did  several    other  anglers,  including    Mr.   Wells  and 
Mr.    Crowdy,    lies,    and    Hunt.      Grand    sport  was 
had    during     the     May    Fly    in    Fairford  Park. 
The  house  party  of  Col.  Pcrten  included  the  Hon.  Greville, 
Mr.  Rhys  Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Hall,  and  others. 
In  four  days  forty-four  and  a  half  brace  of  grand  trout 
were  killed,  some  of  them  21b.  and  31b.  each,  besides 
several  small  jack  caught  on  the  fly.    Mr.  Wells,  Dr. 
Doin,  Mr.  Carbonell,  and  Mr.  Richards  have  also  been  on 
this  excellent  water.    On  the  WiUiamstrip  Park  water, 
Mr.  Arthur  Jones  had  some  splendid  sport,  finishing  up 
on  June  10  with  fifty  brace  of  fine  trout,  many  of  them 
21b.  each,  and  some  31b.    Pine  sport  was  had  in  the 
Haltherop  Castle  waters,  creels  of  five  to  seven  brace 
being  got.    Dr.  English,  Mr.  Denly,  Mr.  T.  Powell,  Mr. 
John  Morgan,  Mr.  Chard,  and  Mr.  Chew  were  out,  with 
sport,  on  the  Quenington  waters,  trout  of  21b.  and  upwards 
being  creeled.    Mr.  J.  Falkner  finished  up  a  capital 
season  on  the  Whelford  waters  ;  and  capital  sport  was 
had  on  the  Butlers  Court  and  Dudgrove  waters. — Pan. 

Cornish.  Streams. — The  Camel  is  giving  some  capital 
sport  with  trout,  baskets  of  two  to  four  dozen  having  been 
made  during  the  week.  Several  trout  of  Jib.  were  caught, 
and  one  out  of  a  basket  of  thirty  weighed  l^lb.  An 
occasional  peal  has  been  taken  in  both  the  Fowey  (which 
is  a  slightly  earlier  river)  and  the  Camel,  but  these  fish 
are  not  ruiining  in  numbers  yet.  All  of  the  eastern 
streams  are  in  capital  condition,  and  first-class  sport  has 
been  got  round  Launceston  and  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Tamar.  Excepting  an  occasional  influx  of  clay  water, 
there  is  no  pollution  now  in  the  Camel  from  source  to 
mouth.  Extra  watching  power  is  being  employed  on  this 
river  at  Wadebridge. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  &c.).— The  weather  on 
Saturday  was  delightful,  and  some  fair  fish  were  taken. 
I  saw  one  of  lib.  3oz.  or  more  that  was  taken  at  Horton 
Kirby  with  May  Fly.  Most  of  my  fish  have  been  had  with 
very  small  flies,  but  the  best  I  have  taken  this  week  was 
on  a  spent  gnat.  It  weighed  over  -|lb.,  and  was  in  capital 
condition.  May  Fly  was  not  on,  but  I  did  not  see  any 
spent  gnat  coming  down,  so  perhaps  we  may  have  more 
May  Fly  hatching  yet,  if  the  weather  turns  warm  again. 
The  flies  on  the  water  are  mostly  very  small.  There  was 
much  more  water  than  usual  yesterday  evening.  Pros- 
pects fair. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).— Fish  in  the  waters 
below  Buckfastleigh  are  gorged  with  caterpillars,  which 
fall  off  the  trees  in  large  quantities.  It  is  Uttle  use  to  put 
on  any  other  bait  just  now.  Some  good  sport  was 
obtained  the  latter  days  of  last  week.  Mr.  W.  F.  Toilet 
had  eighteen  on  Thursday,  including  one  over  lib.  weight, 
and  on  Saturday  he  creeled  a  dozen.  Mr.  Pike,  of  Bridge- 
town, was  successful  in  killing  a  fine  lot  of  sixteen,  and 
Mr.  Champernowne  is  making,  with  evening  fishing, 
baskets  of  about  three  brace  on  his  own  waters  at  Darling- 
ton. The  fish  generally  are  of  nice  size  and  in  good  con- 
dition. Messrs.  H.  T.  Distin,  E.  Ackrell,  and  E.  Distin 
have  been  out  frequently,  takes  being  small.  On  the 
moorland  streams  sport  is  fair,  but  there  are  no  further 
news  of  salmon  being  hooked. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— In  spite  of  the  hot  weather 
of  last  week  there  was  some  capital  sport  on  the  southern 
and  border  streams.  The  rain  of  Sunday  night,  however, 
was  very  welcome,  and  a  run  of  peal  was  expected.  The 
fish  appear  to  be  running,  but  takes  are  by  no  means 


frequent.  Trout  have  been  rising  freely,  principally  to 
the  Drakes,  and  the  best  baskets  were  made  in  the  border 
rivers.  From  the  Lyd  district  come  good  reports,  it  being 
stated  that  one  rod,  fishing  with  a  specially  constructed 
bait,  took  ninety  fish  from  the  Upper  Lyd  in  a  few  hours. 
Other  excellent  catches  were  made,  including  one  of  twenty- 
one  brace.  The  Tavy  and  Tamar  have  yielded  good 
baskets,  and  evening  fishing  on  the  Carey  has  resulted  in 
some  fine  trout  being  killed.  The  Dart  and  Avon  and 
other  southern  rivers  are  not  doing  so  well  this  week,  the 
fish  being  off  the  feed.  In  the  northern  part  of  the 
county  fishing  matters  are  also  quiet.  Salmon  are  aa 
scarce  as  ever. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— With  bright  days  and 
low  water  troutiug  is  almost  entirely  limited  to  evening 
fishing  on  our  local  waters,  and  light  bags  have  been  the 
general  experience  for  past  week.  Many  enthusiasts  are 
looking  hopefully  to  the  coming  coarse  season,  and,  no 
doubt,  canal  and  ponds  will  be  well  patronised  for  next 
week  or  so.  After  careful  consideration,  the  Exeter 
Council  have  decided  not  to  entertain  the  proposed 
introduction  of  black  bass  into  the  canal.  If  half  the 
bad  things  said  about  this  Yankee  native  be  true,  most 
of  our  anglers  wUl  heartily  endorse  the  council's  decision. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Liuoolnshire,  &c.).— Very 
much  better  sport  among  the  trout  is  reported  this  week. 
Prom  the  Gwash,  especially,  have  these  reports  come. 
But  bottom  fishing  has  still  brought  most  fish  to  hand. 
Some  of  the  waters  in  this  district  have  been  troubled 
with  otters,  and  sportsmen  have  lately  been  having  good 
times  in  the  hunting  of  them.  The  week-end  will  see  the 
coarse  fish  anglers  again  in  the  district. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Both  the  Idle  and 
Ryton  with  their  tributaries  have  been  yielding  sjme 
good  trout  lately.  On  the  first  named  stream  fish  up  to 
IJlb.  have  been  taken  with  gentles,  but  the  growth  of 
weeds  creates  annoyances  for  anglers  by  this  method. 
Fly  fishing  has  been  very  poor  sport  this  season,  and  now 
with  the  May  Fly  out  it  should  be  at  its  best.  Many 
visitors  are  expected  in  the  neighbourhood  on  Saturday  to 
try  their  luck.  Bream,  I  fancy,  will  be  found  in  the  best 
condition. — L. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales).— Bright  sunshine 
and  warm  weather  have  prevailed  during  the  week.  The 
best  basket  of  the  season  was  made  by  Mr.  Crowther  on 
June  10,  who  killed  twenty-eight  fish,  171b.  9oz.,  aU  with 
the  fly.  On  the  8th,  seventy-two  fish,  weighing  511b.  13oz., 
were  weighed.  Mr.  Craven  took  eighteen,  131b.  loz.  ; 
Mr,  R.  L.  Garnett,  sixteen,  121b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Moss,  fouitaen, 
91b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Crowther,  ten,  71b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Whii  aker, 
five,  3lb.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Curtler,  five,  31b.  12oz.  On  the  9th, 
Mr.  Crowther  killed  twenty,  13lb.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  Craven, 
thirteen,  81b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  Moss,  ten,  6lb.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Curtler, 
seven,  5lb.  loz. ;  Mr.  Whitaker,  six,  41b.  4oz.  On  the 
lOth,  fifty-nine  fish  (381b.  6oz.)  were  weighed.  Mr.  Crowther 
killed  twenty-eight,  17lb.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Craven,  fifteen, 
101b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Whitaker,  seven,  41b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Barton, 
four,  31b.  2oz. ;  Rev.  R.  Chesshire,  two,  lib.  loz. ;  Mr. 
Batchelor,  three,  2lb.  4oz.  On  the  11th  thirty-two  fish 
(201b.  5oz.),  were  scaled.  Mr.  Whitaker,  nine,  51b.  lOoz. ; 
Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  eight,  61b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Craven,  six, 
31b. 9oz. ;  Mr.  Burton  and  Rev.  Chesshire,  fix,  81b.  6oz. ;  Mr. 
Curtler,  two,  lib.  lOoz.  The  remaining  baskets  one  each. 
On  the  13th,  Mr.  Craven  killed  twelve  fish,  81b.  Soz. ;  Mr. 
Barton  and  Rev.  Chesshire,  five,  41b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Batche- 
lor, three,  lib.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Norris,  two,  lib.  7oz.  On  the 
14th,  Mr.  Batchelor  killed  five,  81b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L. 
Garnett,  four,  2lb.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Curtler,  four,  31b.  6oz.  The 
other  baskets  contained  only  one  fish  each.  The  best  fish 
of  the  week  was  killed  by  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett ;  it  weighed 
lib.  9oz.  Next  week  the  chubbing  begins,  and  the 
management  expect  to  net  some  thousands.  The  chub 
have  been  taking  fly  very  kindly.  Very  excellent  sport 
has  been  the  rule  in  the  rivers,  the  best  basket  of  the 
week  of  river  trout  being  made  by  the  Rev.  R.  Chesshire 
and  Mr.  Barton,  twenty-two  fish  in  the  pink  of  condition. 

— LONGDRIFT. 

Lark  (Icklingham,  &c.).  — This  river  has  been 
much  flooded  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  dovraponr 
of  rain  which  visited  this  neighbourhood  on  Friday 
morning  in  last  week,  which,  I  think,  will  greatly  improve 
the  angler's  chance  of  sport.  No  captures  of  trout  that  I 
can  hear.  Very  few  rods  out,  owing  to  the  coldeast  winds 
which  have  been  experienced  during  the  last  few  days. — 
A.  E.  K, 

Lea. — Angling  for  dace  and  gudgeon  reopened  on  the 
Lea  on  Thursday,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing  no  returns 
of  sport  are  to  hand.  The  river  is  very  weedy,  and  in 
many  districts  almost  streamless.  Under  those  conditions 
I  do  not  expect  much  to  be  done  among  the  dace.  There 
are  some  splendid  dace  at  the  Boom  at  Ware,  also  several 
fine  trout,  one  quite  71b.  Early  this  week  a  trout  of  about 
31b.  was  hooked  and  lost  near  Ware  Town  Bridge.  Gray- 
ling may  also  be  retained  from  the  river  now.  I  hear  of 
one  of  those  fish,  scaling  IJlb.,  being  taken  in  the  New 
River  in  preserved  water.  Once  more  I  would  remind 
anglers  that  they  cannot  take  roach  until  July  1,  or  pike 
and  perch  until  August  1. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon,  Suffolk).- The  river  is  in 
good  condition  for  fishing,  and  to-day,  the  16th,  a  good 
catch  has  been  taken  of  roach  and  dao9,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  good  sport  this  season,  and  the  river  ia 
full  of  fish.  There  has  never  been  such  a  show  of  fish 
before.  The  weeds  have  been  cut,  and  the  swims  are 
clear.  Boats  and  bait  can  be  obtained  from  S.  Rolph, 
Ram,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
capital  order  for  angling.  The  weather  has  been  beauti- 
ful and  fine,  with  a  cold  east  wind  at  times,  but  it  has  not 
interfered  with  fishing,  and  there  has  been  a  good  number 
of  anglers  out.  May  Fly  season  has  been  short,  but  better 
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than  expected.  Trout  have  been  feeding  well  on  them, 
and  some  good  dishes  of  fish  have  been  landed.  The  Orl, 
Yellow  Dnn,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  and  Red  Spinner  are  the 
best  flies  at  present.  With  fine  weather  sport  will  be  good 
in  both  streams.    The  Pinsley  is  in  good  fishing  order. — 

GWYNNE. 

Lngrsr>   Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  — 

Rivers  are  in  first  class  condition,  with  but  few  rods  out, 
the  May  Fly  being  virtually  done  with.  The  usual  lull, 
intensified  by  the  cold,  unseasonable  weather,  is  now 
observable.  Evening  fishing  will  be  good  when  the 
atmosphere  becomes  warmer,  and  Female  Yellow  Dun, 
Caddis,  Spinners,  and  Owls  should  be  best,  while  the 
Alder,  Male  Yellow  Dun,  and  Orange  Palmer  will  be 
serviceable  during  the  day. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— During  the  past  week  the 
rains  have  kept  off,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  river  has 
lowered  considerably,  as  much  as  between  1ft.  and  2ft. 
since  last  week.  Circumstances  now  augur  well  for  the 
season  opening  auspiciously. — A.  A.  S. 

Onny  and  Plowdeu  Waters  (Craven  Arms).— 
Since  last  report  the  weather  has  been  fine ;  wind,  north- 
east._  As  far .  as  regards  the  capture  of  trout  in  this 
locality,  some  days  have  afforded  good  sport,  other  days 
almost  a  blank.  In  the  Clun,  Mr.  Howells  caught,  in  one 
day,  four  brace,  weighing  5|lb. ;  succeeding  day,  nil. 
The  Plowden  Club  water  has  been  little  fished  the  past 
week.  On  the  hotel  water  Mr.  McNab  has  had  fair  sport, 
and  as  the  close  time  for  grayling  expires  to-morrow,  this 
fishing  must  be  equal  to  any  in  the  district.  Rivers  here 
now  run  rather  low. — Truth. 

Onse  (Denver).— The  continuous  north  and  north-east 
winds  have  almost  effectually  scared  the  would-be  anglers, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  very  few  have  ventured  by  the 
water  side  ;  but  I  hear  that  our  intrepid  local,  Mr.  W. 
Harvey,  in  trying  the  tidal  water  some  few  days  since, 
secured  a  nice  sea  trout  in  excellent  condition.  The 
eels  are  running  well  at  or  about  the  top  of  the  tides, 
several  good  bags  being  taken  notwithstanding  the 
adverse  conditions  ;  but,  given  some  genial  and  season- 
Me  weather,  good  sport  from  all  the  indications  should 
result  in  the  near  future. — Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts.).— The  water  could 
not  possibly  be  a  nicer  colour  than  it  now  is,  and  roach 
and  bream  have  been  showing  in  great  quantities  for  the 
last  fortnight.  Everything  looks  well  for  the  start  on 
Thursday,  and  the  weeds  are  not  so  numerous  as  they 
were  this  time  last  year,  which  will  give  us  a  better  chance 
of  getting  at  the  fish. — A.  Scaed. 

Onse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  is  a  very  nice 
height  and  colour,  and  there  is  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  weather  (which  for  the  last  few  days  has  been 
exceedingly  cold),  consequently  the  fishing  season  opens 
under  very  favourable  conditions  ;  and  although  roach 
and  bream  fishing  will  probably  not  be  worth  much 
attention  at  present,  yet  chub,  rudd,  and  dace  should 
furnish  excellent  sport  with  the  fly. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  in  perfect  condition, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  brighter  prospects,  from  an 
angler's  point  of  view,  ever  heralded  the  advent  of  the 
fishing  season  than  those  at  present  appearing. — W.  N. 

Plymouth.. — Still  plenty  of  rain,  which  keeps  the  river 
in  good  condition.  Sergt.  Ritchie  has  again  been  fortunate 
during  the  past  week.  Several  good  size  peal  have  been 
the  result  of  his  fishing  on  the  Tavy.  A  good  many  others 
have  also  been  grassed  by  the  various  fishermen.  A  nice 
number  of  trout,  several  over  Jib.,  have  also  been  taken. 
Good  baskets  have  been  reported  to  me  from  all  the  other 
rivers. — William  Heaedee. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — At  present  the  weather  appears  to  be  quite 
settled,  and  all  these  rivers  are  in  capital  condition  for  the 
fly,  but  owing  to  the  extremely  cold  wind,  which  blows 
persistently  from  the  north  or  north-east,  the  fish  do  not 
rise  at  aU  well  to  the  fly,  so  that  sport  has  been  nothing 
to  boast  of,  and  well  filled  baskets  the  exception ;  but 
some  nice  trout  have  been  taken  in  all  these  livers;  and 
now  that  the  coarse  fishing  season  has  again  commenced 
anglers  are  anxiously  looking  forward  for  more  seasonable 
weather,  of  which  there  is  now  some  promise,  and  as  both 
the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  are  well  stocked  with  perch,  dace, 
roach,  and  chub,  not  to  mention  pike,  a  good  season  is 
naturally  anticipated.  The  barking  frog,  which  for  some 
time  past  has  been  heard  on  an  old  arm  of  the  river  Tanat, 
a  little  above  the  bridge  at  Llanyblodwel,  and  attracted  a 
large  number  of  visitors  every  evening  to  that  neighbour- 
hood, has  met  with  an  untimely  and  sad  end,  as  some  evil 
disposed  persons  exploded  a  case  of  dynamite  near  the 
place  where  the  animal  was  supposed  to  be,  and  most 
effectually  destroyed  all  traces  of  the  rare  visitor.— 
Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Some  good  catches  will  no 
doubt  be  made  now  the  season  has  again  opened.  The 
river  during  the  fence  months  has  had  several  good  clean- 
irgs  _  out,  as  late  as  the  13th  inst.  it  being  thick  and 
running  strong,  and  with  paste  or  caddis  bait  some  good 
fish  should  be  accounted  for. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Rivers 
are  in  good  order  for  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fish  season, 
but  the  weather  has  been  too  cold  for  a  successful  stirt. 
The  Ouse  is  a  bit  bright  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  fly 
fishermen  have  obtained  good  sport  among  the  dace  with 
Wickham's  Fancy  and  the  Coachman.  Thpre  is  a  good 
show  of  bream  ai  d  roach  in  the  Cucbmere  river, but  weeds 
are  much  too  plentiful,  and  the  fish  here  are  later  in 
epawnii  g  than  in  most  waters.  At  Chichester  Canal 
many  juveniles  were  out  on  Wednesday,  and  obtained 
strings  of  small  fry,  but  my  letter  leaves  too  eaily  to  send 
any  rt  cord  cf  Thursday's  doings.  A  few  trout  have  been 
taken  from  the  upper  reaches  and  tributaries  of  the  Ouse 
by  spinning  and  worming,  but  nothing  exceeding  lib.  2oz. 
has  been  notified  me.  The  Rother  has  not  been  well 
patronised,  but  holds  excellent  roach  near  Selham,  and 


the  chance  of  a  few  good  trout.  A  nice  fish  of  2ilb.  was 
taken  on  Monday  with  a  Devon  minnow.  Smelt  fishing 
is  well  nigh  over  in  the  harbours.  Bass  up  to  ^Ib.  have 
been  secured  at  Chichester  Harbour. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Rivers  in  good  order.  One 
gentleman  took  forty-five  trout ;  another,  three  dozen ; 
another,  two  dozen  ;  and  many  a  dozen  and  half,  beside 
smaller  catches,  since  last  week.  Thunder  showers  on 
Sunday  raised  the  rivers  to  a  flood.  The  Taw  just  tine 
enough  for  the  minnow.  The  trout  are  in  good  condition. 
Flies  are  the  best  takers.  Roughes,  (fee,  are  now  the 
attractions  to  the  hungry. — J.  R. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— River  in  good 
condition,  and  plenty  of  water.  A  few  salmon  were  caught 
last  week,  and  good  takes  of  trout  are  being  made. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  stiU 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  splendid  order  for 
angling.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  with  an  east  wind 
blowing,  but  it  has  not  interfered  with  anglers,  who  have 
been  out  in  good  numbers.  The  rains  of  a  few  weeks 
back  greatly  improved  the  fishing  and  moved  the  fish,  and 
this  week  they  have  been  rising  freely  at  the  fly,  and  large 
baskets  of  fine  trout,  some  scaling  lib.,  IJlb.,  and  IJlb. 
each,  have  been  taken.  The  May  Fly  came  up  thicker 
than  expected,  and  the  trout  were  rising  well  at  them.  A 
large  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  May 
Fly,  Red  Spinner,  Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  with  Coachman  and  Moths  for  evenings,  and 
sport  has  been  good.  Bottom  fishers  in  the  deep  water 
have  been  very  successful  with  the  worm.  Minnow  fishing 
in  early  morning  has  been  good.  On  Saturday  an  angler 
was  out  and  landed  twelve  good  trout  with  May  Fly.  In 
the  water  below  Ludford  some  fine  trout  have  been  caught 
with  the  Orl  and  Yellow  Dun.  In  the  water  near 
Steventon  sport  has  been  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  in  capital  order, 
and  trout  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  good  dishes  of 
fish  have  been  taken  in  them  this  week,  and  the  prospect 
forsportisgood.—S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
runm'ng  in  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level,  and  shows  a  great  improvement  on  a  month  ago. 
The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  cold  at  nights,  with  east 
winds  ;  but  it  has  not  altered  the  prospects  of  sport,  which 
have  been  good.  May  Fly  fishing  has  been  better  than 
expected,  the  warm  days  last  week  bringing  the  flies  out, 
and  trout  have  taken  them  freely,  and  good  baskets  of 
fine  trout  have  been  landed.  The  Orl,  Red  Spinner, 
and  Yellow  Dun  have  been  successful,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  some  good  sport  being  had. — Woecester. 

Trent  (Newark). — An  uneventful  close  season  in  the 
Newark  district  has  come  to  an  end,  and  the  Trent  will 
be  found  in  fair  condition  for  angling.  Cold  weather  has 
prevented  all  coarse  fish  from  showing  so  numerously  on 
the  gravels  as  usual,  and  only  for  a  few  days  last  week 
were  they  noticeable  in  any  quantity.  Worms  and  cad 
baits  will  give  best  results  to  bottom  fishermen,  but  fly 
fishing  the  shallow  rapids  generally  produces  the  heaviest 
chub  during  the  first  two  or  three  weeks  of  the  open 
season. — Tebntsider. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).— 
The  May  Fly  rise  in  this  district  was  better  than  for  some 
years  past,  and  some  grand  spoit  was  had  on  the  Bibury 
Court,  Ablington  Manor,  and  Winson  waters.  Some 
capital  sport  was  also  provided  on  the  Swan  waters,  where 
some  May  Fly  larvae  was  last  year  introduced  with  success. 
Mr.  Edwin  Mills  reports  a  creel  of  six  brace  on  this  water. 
Can-n  Golightly,  Mr.  Yeates,  Mr.  Richards,  Mr.  Wells, 
Mr.  John  Morgan,  and  several  others  have  been  out  with 
good  sport.— Sherry  Spinner. 

Welland  (Deeping).— On  Tuesday  the  question  of 
cleansing  the  river  Welland  again  came  up  for  discussion 
at  the  metting  of  Peterborough  Town  Council,  when  a 
letter  was  read  frorn  the  Local  Government  Board,  which 
stated  that  they  did  not  consider  any  advantage  would 
ensue  from  receiving  a  deputation,  as  the  matter  wa,s  not 
within  their  power  to  deal  with,  and  could  only  be  met  by 
legislation.  The  Board  recommended  that  the  County 
Council  should  correspond  with  the  River  Conservators  or 
Trustees  on  the  subject.  Some  good-sized  pike  have  been 
seen  in  the  river  at  Deeping  St.  James,  and  with  the 
opening  of  the  season  good  sport  is  expected. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).  — The  coarse 
season  opened  on  Thursday,  and  crowds  of  excursionists 
are  expected  for  the  week-end.  The  regular  fishing  trains 
start  on  Saturday.  Prospects  are  pronounced  favourable. 
Shoals  of  roach  and  bream  are  reported  on  the  Bargate 
and  Mount  Pleasant  drains.  The  Hobhole,  between  Frie- 
stone  and  Fishtoft,  contains  many  fish,  and  they  are 
stated  to  be  nearly  ready.  Fish  have  come  out  of  the 
Delph  and  other  drains,  and  are  in  quantity  about 
Bardney.  Bream  are  likely  to  be  the  most  forward. 
Better  things  are  reported  by  trout  fishers  on  the  Barlings 
and  other  waters.  It  is  said,  though,  that  this  is  the 
worst  season  for  trout  for  many  years. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  obtained  from  both  streams.  There  has 
been  a  goodly  number  of  anglers  out  during  the  week.  The 
May  Fly  has  been  fairly  numerous,  and  those  who  have  used 
the  natural  fly  have  done  well.  The  Wye  and  upper  reaches 
of  the  Derwent  (Hathersage  and  Chatsworth  fisheries)  have 
afforded  some  very  fair  sport,  the  fish  running  rather 
small.  The  Darley  Dalo  Club's  water  has  yielded  some 
nice  fish.  Also  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Anglii  g 
Association's  water  has  again  afforded  capitil  sport.  Both 
visiting  members  and  locals  have  creeled  some  very  good 
trout.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Keeling  took  a  model  of  a  fish, 
about  21b.  Mr.  H.  Buxton,  on  Monday,  two  brace  ;  and 
Tuesday,  teven  and  a  half  brace,  ranging  from  Jib.  to 
IJlb.  Prospects  still  continue  to  be  good,  but  the  May 
Fly  will  soon  be  over,   Flies:  May  Fly,  Yellow  Dun, 


Dotterel,  Ash  Dun,   Black  Gnat,  and  Sand  Fly.  — 

Dotterel. 

Wye  (Bnilth  Wells).— Salmon  and  trout  anglers 
are  having  good  sport.  Messrs.  Wareing,  Hussey,  and 
Vaughan,  of  Cardiff,  fishing  for  pike,  landed  four  in  an 
hour,  one  a  very  good  fighting  fish.  To  ueo  Mr. 
Wareing's  own  words  :  "  A  short  cast  of  ISyda.  and  I  had 
a  run.  I  struck  the  steel  into  him.  and  had  an  excellent 
fight,  landing  a  beauty  of  121b."  River  in  good  trim  for 
fly.  Alder  and  Cooh-y-bondhu.  Messrs.  Wareing,  Hussey, 
and  Vaughan  caught  several  pounds  of  good  trout  with 
minnow  and  worm. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach.— The  following  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  made  since  last  reported :  Mr.  Middleton  Moore  and 
Capt.  Garnett,  on  Loch  Cama,  101b.  trout  ;  Messrs. 
Warden  and  Watson,  on  same  loch,  1.5Jlb.  ;  and  Dr. 
Chalmers,  on  Loch  Urigill,  lolb. ;  Mr.  Campbell,  on  same 
loch,  a  basket  of  ninety-six  trout,  221b.  ;  Col.  Dicken 
C.B.,  on  Veyatie,  twenty-four  trout,  91b. ;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Halcro,  twenty-six  trout,  81b. — B. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 
—On  6th,  Capt.  Garnett  and  Mr.  Middleton  Moore, 
Kirkby  Lonsdale,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  got  thirteen  trout; 
Mr.  Warden,  on  Loch  Urigill  (blown  off),  81b.;  Col. 
Dicken,  C.B.,  London  (blown  off),  51b.;  Mr.  Campbell 
Gibson,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-five  trout, 
111b. ;  Dr.  Chalmers,  Aberdeen,  forty-nine,  151b.  ;  Mr. 
Halcro.  Sunderland,  twenty,  71b.  ;  Messrs.  Boyd  and 
Faed,  Edinburgh,  fifty-nine,  211b. ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell 
and  MacNicol,  Glasgow,  on  Loch  Veyatie  (blown  off), 
fifty,_]71b.  On  7th,  the  same  anglers  were  out,  and  the 
heaviest  baskets  were:  Kinety  trout,  281b.,  by  Messrs. 
Boyd  and  Faed  ;  seventy  trout,  191b.,  by  Messrs.  Campbell 
and  MacNicol;  and  forty  trout,  17Jlb.,  by  Mr.  Campbell 
Gibson  and  Dr.  Chalmers.  On  8th,  Loch  Boarlan,  Cama, 
Veyatie  and  Urigill  were  fished  by  a  number  of  anglers, 
the  heaviest  baskets  being  by  Messrs.  Campbell  and 
MacNicol,  130  trout,  321b. ;  and  Capt.  Garnett  and  Mr. 
Middleton  Moore,  eighty-eight  trout,  211b.  Col.  Dicken, 
C.B.,  besides  a  basket  of  trout,  landed  a  Salmo  ferox  of 
3Jlb.  Sirice  then  anglers  mentioned  (on  6th)  have  daily 
been  making  excellent  baskets  on  the  neighbouring  lochs, 
but  want  of  space  forbids  full  detail  for  each  day. — B. 

Altnaharra.— On  June  6th,  Mr.  Steel,  on  Loch  Stank, 
61b.  of  trout ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  Loch  EUanich, 
41b.  ;  and  Mr.  Hall,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  81b. ;  and  on  7th 
they  fished  Loch  Hallam  and  got  thirty,  161b. ;  Master  A. 
Straker,  on  Loch  Naver,  31b. ;  Mr.  Steel,  on  Loch  Loyal 
3Ib. ;  and  Mr.  Hall,  on  Loch  Stank,  3Jlb.  On  8tli, 
Messrs.  Hall  and  Hewitt,  on  Loch  Hallam,  9Jlb. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  Straker,  on  Tarvie,  sLxteen,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Steel, 
on  Looh  Meaddie,  8Jlb.  On  9th,  Mr.  Hall  fished  same 
loch,  and  got  161b.  ;  Mr.  Steel,  on  Loyal,  12Ib.  On  10th, 
Mr.  Steel,  on  Loch  Tarvie,  twenty,  121b. ;  and  Master  A. 
Straker,  on  Loch  Naver,  one  salmon,  141b. ;  and  Mr. 
Steel,  one  of  61b. ;  Mr.  Hall,  on  Loyal,  51b.  of  trout 
On  11th,  Mr.  Steel,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  18Ib. ;  Mr.  Hall, 
on  Loch  Hallam,  ejlb. ;  and  Mr.  Hewett,  on  Coulsich, 
181b.— B. 

Altnaharra  (Hotel  Waters).— On  6th,  Mr.  Steel, 
on  Loch  Stank,  twenty  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker, 
on  Loch  Ellanach,  twelve  trout,  71b.  ;  and  Mr.  Hall,  on 
Loch  Meaddie,  81b.  of  trout.  On  7th,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Straker,  on  Hallam,  thirty  trout,  161b.— B. 

Awe.— Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  Tuesday  last, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Raven  had  a  salmon  of  181b.  ;  and  on  Friday 
Mr.  Chatterton  had  one  of  251b.  The  grilse  and  sea  trout 
are  up  in  the  river  now. — D.  Macdoxald. 

Bonar  Bridge  (Sutherland,  N.B,).— During  the 
past  week  the  weather  was  too  bright  for  successful 
angling  on  Lochs  Migdale,  Buie,  and  Laggan.  Fairiah 
baskets  were,  however,  made  by  Mr.  Andrews  Carnegie, 
Skilo  Castle ;  Mr.  MaoBean,  Tain ;  and  Mr.  John 
MacPherson.— B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Both  these  rivers,  more 
especially  the  Liddle,  are  running  low,  owing  to  the  recent 
remarkably  fine  weather.  Sea  trout,  however,  although 
scarce  up  to  the  present,  are  now  showing  themselves  in 
the  pools,  principally  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk. 
During  the  last  ten  days  only  a  couple  of  sea  trout  have 
been  caught  in  the  Longtown  water.  Better  sport  may 
now  be  expected  with  sea  trout  after  the  recent  high 
tides  in  the  Solway,  besides,  the  major  portion  of  chub 
have  been  cleared  out  of  the  Longtown  and  Canonbie 
stretches  through  the  well  directed  energies  of  the 
Fisheries  Association.  In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Liddle 
and  Hermitage  some  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  were 
got  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  by  several  anglers  from 
Hawick.  Mr.  William  Hall  (London)  and  Mr.  Whitfield 
(Carlisle)  also  had  good  takes  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Liddle,  whUst  in  the  Penton  division  a  Crookholm  gentle- 
man caught  a  sea  trout  and  a  number  of  yellow  trout. 
Several  anglers  staying  at  the  Cross  Keys,  Canonbie,  have 
had  good  sport  in  the  Byreburn  water  with  yellow  trout, 
and  some  good  baskets  have  been  got  below  Canonbie 
bridge.  Mr^  McEwan  landed  three  sea  trout  in  the  mid 
reaches,  whilst  several  local  anglers  have  done  well. 
Fishing  in  the  Meggat  water,  Mr.  Walter  Hyslop,  Seaham 
Harbour,  killed  four  and  a  half  dozen  yellow  trout,  and 
another  angler  caught  three  and  a  half  dozen 
beauties  io  Ewes.  Master  T.  Borthwick  had  a 
basket  of  91b.  yellow  trout  in  Biken  Burn.  Fairly  good 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  Langholm  water.  Fishing  with 
fly  Mr.  W.  Ballautyne  had  a  sea  trout  weighing  2jlb. 
Mr.  Henry  Martin  hid  a  sea  trout  of  lib.,  at  Cogie.  Mr. 
J.  Storey  had  a  fine  sea  trout,  weighing  251b.  Mr. 
Christopher  Roe  had  some  fine  sea  trout  below  Langholm, 
one  weighing  21b.  and  another  IJlb.  Mr.  Frank  Storey 
caught  two  sea  trout  in  Langhjlm  water,  one  weighing 
lilb.  Some  fairly  good  baskets  have  been  got  in  the 
Tarraa.  Of  course  the  salmon  season  is  oyer  until  the 
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back  end.  Whiting  may  be  expected  after  the  middle  of 
July,  and  will  be  in  full  swing  before  that  meath  is  out. 
Some  fair  catches  have  been  made  in  the  reserved  waters. 
Mr.  Leckie  landed  a  fine  salmon  in  the  Netherby  private 
waters  ;  and  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  private  waters, 
also  in  the  Broomholm  section,  some  fine  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  made.  Grilse  should  begin  to  show 
at  an  early  date.— Gilnockie. 

Cailfail  Hotel  Waters  (Kilmelford,  X.B.).— 
June  4,  Messrs.  Munn,  Thomson,  and  Parr,  twenty-nine 
trout.  Gth,  Messrs.  Munn,  Thomson,  and  Parr,  seven. 
7th,  Messrs.  Munn,  Thomson,  and  Parr,  thirty-four.  8th. 
Messrs.  Munn,  Thomson,  and  Parr,  fifty-one.  9th, 
Messrs.  Munn,  Thomson,  and  Parr,  fifty-two  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Muir,  seven.  10th,  Mr.  Bainbridge,  seven.  11th, 
Mr.  Bainbridge,  ten  ;  Mr.  Forbes  Fraser,  seven. — J.  McF. 

Deverou  (Banffshire).— Owing  to  the  continued 
drought  the  water  in  the  river  Deveron  ia  getting 
exceedingly  low  and  clear,  consequently  fish  will  not 
enter  in  any  number  until  a  spate  is  on.  Angling  will, 
therefore,  be  at  a  standstill  for  some  time.  The  few 
fish  that  enter  the  river  in  the  meantime  are  mostly 
captured  by  the  net  fishermen,  who  prosecute  the  fishing 
night  and  day.  On  the  coast  last  week  the  yield  on  several 
occasions  from  various  of  the  stations  waswell  maintained, 
but  on  others  few  fish  were  got.  The  total  number  of 
boxes,  some  exceeding  Icwt.,  despatched  from  the  Deveron 
district  and  Gardenstown  district,  for  the  week,  was  seven. 
— H.  W. 

Inclmadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  June  6, 
Messrs.  Gellibrand  and  Harris,  Eiver  Inver,  eighteen 
trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Timmis,  Mid  Assynt,  twenty,  61b. ; 
Messrs.  Oldham  and  Moore,  Letteressa,  seventeen,  5Ib. ; 
Messrs.  Waterall  and  Hurst,  Awe,  fifteen,  Clb. ;  Major 
Bartlett,  Gillaroo,  two,  IJlb.  7th,  Mr.  Gellibrand,  Awe, 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Harris,  Skiag,  SJlb.  ;  8th,  Mr.  Hurst, 
Awe,  twenty-eight,  81b. ;  Mr.  Budd,  Skiag,  fourteen, 
61b.  ;  Mr.  Harris,  Mid  Assynt,  eight,  31b.  9th, 
Mr.  Harris,  Inver,  seven,  51b.;  Messrs.  Waterall  and 
Hurst,  Letteressi,  thirty-seven,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Clay,  Skiag, 
eighteen,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Biidd,  Kylesku,  two  sea  trout,  51b. 
loth,  Mr.  Clay,  Awe,  twenty-two  trout,  81b. ;  Mr. 
Harris,  Skiag,  sixteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Budd,  Mid  Assynt, 
fifteen,  61b. ;  Sir  A.  Fitzgerald,  Castle  Bay,  two,  2Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Gellibrand,  Gillaroo,  three,  2ilb.  11th,  Mr.  Budd, 
Lech  Awe,  twenty-two,  61b. ;  Sir  A.  Fitzgerald,  Lette- 
ressa, nineteen,  71b.  ;  Messrs.  Waterall  and  Hurst,  Head 
of  Assynt,  leven,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Clay,  Castle  Bay,  seven, 
31b. ;  Messrs.  Gellibrand  and  Hill,  Inver,  twelve,  91b. ; 
Mr.  Harris,  Skiag,  eight,  41b.  Fine  weather  last  week ; 
fine  prospects. — William  Wallace. 

Inveran  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— 
On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Buxton  and  party  were  out  oa 
Loch  Craggie,  and  caught  twenty  trout,  aggregating 
20lb.  On  9th,  Mr.  E.  Buxton,  on  river  Shin,  landed  two 
salmon  of  121b.  and  141b.  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Buxton,  a  24- 
pounder. — B. 

Isla. — During  the  week  sport  has  been  good,  and  the 
climatic  conditions  pleasant.  A  good  many  have  been 
out  on  the  river,  but  most  sport  has  been  got  on  the  lochs. 
On  Auchintaple,  Mr.  T.  Buttar,  Corston,  and  Mr. 
Lythal,  Taunton,  had  good  creels,  the  former  landing  a 
fine  trout  of  31b.  Good  sport  has  also  been  had  on  Brew- 
lands  Loch  and  on  the  Dean,  where  the  trout  run  heavy. 
— Iasgair. 

Iiairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg*,  N.B.).— On  8th  inst., 
Mr.  Melly  fished  Loch  Shin,  and  got  two  trout,  lib.  ; 
Mr.  Chadwick,  a  basket  of  nine  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Simme, 
six  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Oldham,  ten  trout,  SJlb.  ;  Mr. 
Stouping,  five  trout,  2ilb. ;  Mrs.  Oldham,  nine  trout,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Trotter,  three  ferox,  61b.,  71b.,  and  SJlb. ;  Miss 
Blewitt,  three  ferox,  51b.,  71b.,  andlO^lb. ;  Mr.  Ashworth, 
on  Loch  Beunoch,  six  trout,  4llh. ;  Mrs.  Hicks,  on  Loch 
Shin,  twenty-two  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melly,  six 
trout,  3|lb. ;  MisB  Hicks,  two  trout,  IJlb.  ;  Miss  Homer, 
six  trout,  2flb. ;  Mrs.  Hicks,  seven  trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Ashworth,  on  Loch  Bennoch,  four  trout,  31b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Stewart,  on  same  loch,  four  trout,  21b. — B. 

Lochleveu  (Kinross).— The  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  dry  and  bright,  with  rather  light  airs, 
and  fish  have  not  been  coming  well  to  the  lures,  though 
rising  freely  to  the  natural  fly.  Sport  has  consequently 
fallen  off  considerably,  compared  with  the  previous  week. 
Among  the  anglers  out  were  Mr.  Young,  Aberdour,  and 
Mr.  Martin,  Edinburgh,  eighteen  trout,  171b.  ;  Mr. 
Fleming,  Dollar,  twenty-eight,  181b. ;  Mr.  Lamberton, 
Glasgow,  eighteen,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Spence,  Edinburgh, 
twenty-four,  161b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Cargey,  Edinburgh,  twenty- 
two,  171b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Cossar  and  friends,  Leith,  fifteen, 
121b.  ;  Capt.  Bald,  Invermay,  eight,  101b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  K.  P. 
Wilson,  Markinch,  eighteen,  131b. ;  Mr.  Adair  and  Mr. 
Barry,  Edinburgh,  nineteen,  111b.;  Mr.  Lothian,  Edin- 
burgh, twelve,  101b.  8oz.  ;  Capt.  Keid,  twelve,  101b.  ;  Mr. 
Bartholomew,  Leeds,  eleven,  91b. ;  and  smaller  catches. 
Mr.  F.  Lamb,  Newcastle,  was  out  several  days.  His  heaviest 
creel  contained  twelve,  91b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Wood,  Edinburgh, 
eleven,  91b.  The  follovring clubs  competed  ;  Dunfermline, 
with  ten  rods,  captured  only  seventeen  trout ;  the  first  prize 
was  won  by  Mr.  H.  W.  H.  Dunsmure,  with  three,  31b.  l^oz. 
Glasgow  Bohemians,  with  nine  rods,  killed  thirty- three, 
221b.;  first,  Mr.  Clirk,  seven,  41b.  12oz.  Glasgow  St. 
Mungo,  with  seven  rods,  accounted  for  fifty,  311b.  4oz.  ; 
first,  Mr.  A.  McLennan,  twelve,  71b.  5oz.  Six  members 
of  the  Stirling  Club  secured  fifty-one,  341b. ;  first,  Mr.  J. 
Millar,  fifteen,  91b.  2oz.  Perthshire,  fourteen  rods,  landed 
thirty-eight,  241b.  6oz.  Eight  competitors  in  the  Bridge 
of  Allan  Club  killed  sixty-six ;  first,  Mr.  J.  Dunlop, 
sixteen,  81b.  9oz. — Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel).  — The  Foyers  Hotel 
fishings  during_  the  past  week,  in  rather  unfavourable 
weather  conditions,  have  yielded  fairly  good  sport,  all  fish 
caught  being  in  excellent  condition,  and  showing  in  Lochs 
Garth  and  Farroline  a  great  improvement  since  the 


raismg  of  the  level  of  these  lochs  by  the  British 
Alummium  Company.  On  Monday,  June  6,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thom,  Annan,  fishing  Loch  Farroline,  killed  sixty 
trout,  weighing  301b.  June  7,  Mr.  Thom,  Annan,  on  Loch 
Ness,  six  trout,  21b  ;  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  three  trout,  2ilb. 
June  8,  on  Loch  Bran,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thom,  Annan,  killed 
three  fine  trout  and  seven  char ;  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  on 
Loch  Ness,  thirteen  trout,  41b.  June  9,  on  Loch  Ness, 
Mr.  Thom,  Annan,  had  31b.  of  nice  trout;  and  Mr. 
Hawkins,  on  Loch  Farroline,  had  sixteen  trout,  weighing 
71b.  June  11,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Hawkins  had  two  trout, 
41b.;  on  Loch  Biaa,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thom,  Annan, 
eight  trout,  71b.;  and  Mr.  Waterhouse,  Manchester, 
fishing  Loch  Garth,  five  trout,  41b.— S.  Tilston. 

Melvich  (Sutherlandshire).— On  June  7,  Mr.  Tom 
Morrison,  on  the  Halladale,  had  one  salmon,  171b.;  Mr. 
Douglas,  nine  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Stewart,  two  trout,  41b. ; 
Mr.  Cooper,  four  trout,  41b.  On  June  8,  Dr.  Douglas  had 
twenty-four  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Evans,  forty  trout,  281b.  ; 
Mr.  Stewart,  four  trout,  SJlb.  ;  Mr.  Tom  Morrison,  on 
the  Halladale,  one  salmon,  l/lb.  On  June  9,  Mr.  Tom 
Morrison,  on  the  HaUadile,  one  salmon,  161b.  June  10 
was  very  bright,  but  anglers  sea  fishing  had  good  sport 
with  cuddings  and  coaltish.  On  June  11,  Mr.  Douglas 
had  seven  trout,  41b. — A.  MacIntosh. 

Naver  (Bettyhill).— On  6th  inst.,  Master  Gill,  Syre 
Lodge,  fished  beat  No.  2,  and  landed  two  salmon.  On 
7th,  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  got  two  salmon  on  beat  No.  2  ; 
and  Master  GiU,  two,  on  No.  3.  On  8th,  Mr.  Gill  caught 
a  beauty  of  181b.  on  beat  No.  3.  On  9th,  Major  Burnell 
Milns,  Dalvina  Lodge,  got  two  grilse.  River  very  low. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Sport  has  been  very 
slack  during  the  past  week,  and  the  slight  impetus  given 
to  it  by  the  short  fill  of  the  previous  one  amounted  to  very 
little.  There  is  a  decided  scarcity  of  salmon  on  the  coast, 
but  grilse  are  gradually  increasing  in  number,  and  any  day 
now  there  may  be  a  big  show  up.  On  the  Braemar  waters 
the  river  has  been  too  low  and  clear  for  the  best  of  sport. 
Dr.  Taylor,  on  the  lower  Invercauld  water,  creeled  several 
of  81b.  each ;  while  on  the  Fife  Arms  section  Mr. 
McPherson  had  one  of  9Jlb.  and  one  of  151b.,  and  Mr. 
Morton  one  of  61b.,  on  sama  water.  On  the  Balmoral 
waters  the  court  party  are  meeting  with  fair  success.  On 
the  Ballater  reaches,  Mr.  McGregor's  guests  are  grassing  an 
occasional  fish  ;  and  on  the  Cambus  O'May  and  Glentana 
waters  the  same  intermittent  sport  is  being  obtained.  On 
the  Aboyne,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  and  Banchory  sections,  not 
much  is  being  done  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  fresh 
fish,  and  the  thick  of  the  grilse  not  having  yet  sst  in.  On 
the  tidal  waters  of  the  Dee,  Don,  and  Ythan,  finnock  and 
sea  trout  anglers  are  making  the  most  of  their  oppor- 
tunities, and  fairly  good  baskets  of  101b.,  151b.,  and  201b. 
of  fish  are  being  made  daUy  of  an  average  of  from  8oz.  to 
lOoz.  each.  On  the  upper  parts  of  the  Don  good  yellow 
trout  fishing  is  being  enjoyed,  splendid  baskets  being  made 
by  those  essaying  the  worm.  The  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board  are  some  10,3821b.  behind  last  year  at  this  date, 
representing  a  money  value  of  £561  7s.  lid.,  which  may 
be  takerr  as  a  fair  criterion  of  the  poor  salmon  yield  all 
over.  The  Aberdeen  rook  fishers  are  making  splendid 
work,  the  weather  being  all  in  their  favour.  Councillor 
Wilkie,  Mr.  John  Ross,  jun.,  and  Mr.  Robertson  Carr  are 
being  despatched  to  Bergen  on  behalf  of  the  Aberdeen 
International  Fisheries  Exhibition  Committee. — G.  N. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.).— 
On  June  6,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  Birkenhead,  on 
Loch  Griam,  twenty-one  trout,  81b.  On  7th,  the  same 
anglers  tried  Loch  Merkland,  and  got  thirteen  trout,  51b. 
On  Sth,  Misses  Potts,  Maclntyre,  and  MacKay,  on  Top 
Shin  beat.  Loch  Shin,  thirty-four  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bickersteth,  on  Flag  beat,  twenty-six,  141b. ;  and 
Mr.  Vinie,  Wakefield,  on  Loch  Merkland,  a  fine  Salmo 
ferox  weighing  71b.  On  9th,  Mr.  Vinie,  in  one  hour's 
fishing,  got  a  ferox  of  71b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  on 
Top  Shin,  fourteen  trout,  4 Jib. ;  and  Misses  Potts  and 
Maclntyre,  on  Mid  Shin,  ten  trout,  51b.  On  10th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  on  Mid  Shin,  three  and  a  quarter 
dozen  trout,  121b.  On  11th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth 
were  out  on  Loch  Merkland  and  got  forty-eight  trout, 
181b. ;  and  Mr.  D.  MaoKay  fished  Top  Shin  and  landed  a 
salmon  weighing  91b. — B. 

Scourie. — Excellent  baskets  of  brown  trout  harve  been 
made  by  the  following  anglers  :  Dr.  Collins,  Mrs3  Collins, 
Miss  Brasher,  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  E.  Dayrell,  Mr.  D.  D. 
Maclver,  and  others.  The  baskets  averaged  101b.  or  121b. 
each,  most  of  the  trout  weighing  21b.  eacti,  and  in  better 
condition  than  they  were  for  years  so  early. — B. 

Shea  (Perth).— Sport  has  been  chiefly  on  the  lochs. 
On  Loch-na-neau  and  Vrotaohan,  Messrs.  Watson, 
Dundee,  and  Anderson,  Edinburgh,  had,  in  one  day,  351b. 
of  fine  trout.  The  same  parties  had  good  creels  on  Lochs 
Schchernech  and  Drumour  ;  Messrs.  Butter  and  Lithal 
also  had  good  sport  on  the  same  lochs.  On  Bainie,  Dr. 
Shaw,  Messrs.  McNair,  and  Reed,  Blairgowrie,  and  J. 
Duff,  Glenshee,  had  very  fair  creels.  June  is  the  best 
month  for  these  lochs. — Iasgair. 

South  of  Scotland.— With  a  continuance  of  very 
bright  weather  and  low  state  of  the  rivers,  angling  on  the 
Border  district  has  been  of  little  account  since  last  week. 
Among  those  who  were  successful  on  the  middle  waters  of 
the  Esk  were  Dr.  Ditcham,  of  London,  who  had  one  sea 
trout.  Mr.  Yates  was  reported  as  having  two  salmon,  of 
91b.  and  101b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Story  caught  a  sea  trout.  Mr. 
J.  Telford  took  161b.  of  yellow  trout  in  one  of  the 
tributaries.  In  the  Annan  and  its  branches  not  much  has 
been  done.  In  the  middle  reaches  of  the  main  river  Mr. 
Wm.  Banning  killed  three  sea  trout  of  nearly  31b.  each ; 
and  Mr.  A.  McLean,  of  Lockerbie,  was  also  reported  as 
having  caught  two,  of  fully  21b.  each,  out  of  the  Bow  Mill 
Holm  portion.  Some  good  catches  of  yellow  trout  were 
taken  with  worm  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  In 
the  flower  reaches  angling  is  at  a  standstill  during  the  day- 
time, and  only  an  odd  rod  or  two  have  been  ont  after 


dark.  The  herling  are  not  due  until  the  beginning  of 
July,  and  possibly  they  may  be  a  week  later  this  year 
owing  to  the  backwardness  of  the  season.  Sea  trout  are 
not  at  all  so  numerous  in  the  Solway  nets,  but  the  sea 
trout  have  been  extra  heavy  this  year.  In  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Nith  very  small  catches  are 
notified.  Two  sea  trout  and  a  fair  basket  or  two  of  yellow 
trout  were  taken  with  worm  bait.  There  has  been  no 
sport  in  the  lower  portions  of  the  river.  Prom  the  Gallo- 
way district  it  is  reported  that  fairly  good  baskets  of  loch 
trout  have  been  caught  in  Lochinvar  of  Dairy.  Mr.  Leech 
and  party,  of  Hexham  House,  had  good  baskets  with  fly  ; 
and  several  other  rods  have  done  very  well  on  the  same 
loch.  On  the  Deuch  water  of  the  Ken  river  several 
visitors  had  fair  catches,  but  the  trout  were  not  large.  A 
number  of  salmon  were  seen  in  the  pools.  On  Carling- 
wark  Loch  a  good  many  perch  were  caught,  chiefly  with 
the  artificial  minnow.  The  best  catches  of  pike  have  been 
obtained  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  G.  Walker  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  J. 
Duffy,  Messrs.  W.  Wilson,  R.  J.  Thomson,  J.  Ewart, 
Messrs.  Weir  (of  Edinburgh),  and  others.  Mr.  D.-Halli- 
day  caught  two  good  pike  with  "  the  otter."  Messrs. 
John  Morrin  and  F.  Wardhaugh  had  sixteen  perch,  weigh- 
ing about  21b.  each.  Messrs.  Burnie  killed  eighteen  of 
about  the  same  size,  ^veral  others  obtained  fair  baskets 
of  these  fish,  which  were  aU  caught  with  worm  bait.  To- 
day (Wednesday)  has  bean  very  warm  and  bright,  and 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  thunder  in  the  air.  There  is  little 
or  no  prospect  of  a  change  in  angling  until  after  a  good  fall 
of  rain  followed  by  a  spate.  The  weather-glass  is  very 
high  and  steady. — Heatherbell. 

Stronachlachar  Hotel  (Loch  Katrine).— Out 
from  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Watt  caught 
twelve  trout,  and  Mr.  Brown  caught  seven  trout  on 
Saturday.  The  Bridge  of  Allan  Angling  Club  competition  : 
Dr.  Allum  was  first,  with  thirteen  trout ;  Mr.  Dunsmure, 
second,  with  twelve  trout.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Rogers 
caught  fourteen  trout. — H.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland).  —  On 
June  3,  Mr.  Parker,  fishing  on  Kyle  of  Tongue,  had  two 
sea  trout,  51b. ;  Col.  Reilly,  six  trout,  4ilb.  On  4th,  Mr. 
Parker,  on  Loch  Slam,  two  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Col.  Reilly,  on 
Kyle,  three  sea  trout,  51b.  On  6th,  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch- 
na-hacon,  had  seven  trout,  51b. ;  Col.  Reilly,  on  Kyle,  two 
sea  trout,  21b.  On  7th,  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch-na-hacon , 
three  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Col.  Reilly,  on  Kyle,  had  three  trout, 
41b.  On  9th,  Messrs.  Robson  and  Gayner,  on  Kyle,  had 
six  troat,  61b.  On  10th,  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch-na-hacon, 
had  seven  trout,  61b. ;  Col.  Reilly,  on  Kyle,  had  three 
trout,  31b.  (heaviest,  3ilb.) ;  Mr.  Gibson,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
had  five  trout ;  Mr.  Robson  and  party,  on  Loch  Loyal,  had 
four  trout,  4Jlb.  (heaviest,  2Jlb.).  On  11th,  Mr.  Parker, 
on  Loeh  Craggie, [eleven  trout,  51b. ;  Col.  ReiUy,  on  Kyle, 
six  trout,  9|lb. ;  Messrs.  Gibson,  fishing  on  Loch  Slam, 
had  a  nice  basket  of  seventeen  trout. — M.  Macinnes. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.- The 
weather  during  the  past  ten  days  has  not  been  all 
in  favour  of  the  summer  angler,  as  during  most  of  that 
time  cold  easterly  and  northerly  winds  have  been  the 
prevailing  feature,  thereby  rendering  fly  fishing  almost 
useless  ;  and  it  is  only  since  the  present  week  set;  in  that 
we,  on  the  Tweedside,  have  had  anything  like  summer 
weather,  such  as  is  enjoyed  by  clear  water  worm  fishers 
and  "  creeper  "  anglers.  Owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
rivers,  the  main  streams  now  being  at  about  their  lowest 
summer  level,  no  l  salmon  angling  has,  of  course,  been 
practicable,  and  therefore  anglers  have  had  to  content 
themselves  with  going  for  the  smaller  fish — the  spotted 
trout  of  Tweed  and  Teviot.  On  both  these  streams, 
however,  some  fairly  good  dishes  have  been  got;  while 
on  the  Whitadder  and  its  tributaries  some  capital  baskets 
have  been  made  by  various  partizans  of  old  Izaak. 
On  the  Teviot,  last  week,  Mr.  William  Currie, 
Victoria-place,  Kelso,  had  s:m3  nice  trout  during 
evening  fishing,  having  killed  on  three  evenings 
takes  of  from  41b.  up  to  61b.,  his  takes  including 
two  trout  of  IJlb.  each,  while  he  had  some  of  ^Ib. 
and  four  of  Jib.  each.  On  the  Tweed,  on  Monday  evening, 
besides  others  smaller,  he  had  one  very  fine  common 
yellow  trout  of  iflb.,  and  one  of  IJlb.  respectively.  On 
Monday,  on  the  same  river,  Messrs.  W,  Robson  and 
George  'Thompson,  Kelso,  had  14|lb.  between  them;  and 
yesterday  (Tuesday),  Mr.  Thompson  had  61b.  to  his  own 
rod.  Mr.  Daniel  Brotherstone,  Kelso,  on  the  Teviot,  on 
Monday  evening,  had  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Archibald  Steel,  jun.,  on 
the  sime  stream,  71b.  and  41b. ;  while  on  the  Tweed,  last 
week-end,  Mr.  James  Steel  had  again  a  fine  basket  of  131b., 
got  with  worm  and  creeper ;  all  the  other  above  dishes 
were  got  with  fly  and  worm,  ©n  the  Teviot,  Mr.  R. 
RiddeU  has  had  31b.  and  41b.  respectively  with  fly  during 
the  past  week ;  Mr.  James  Affleck,  Heiton,  51b. ;  and  Mr. 
R.  Aflieck,  61b.  On  the  Eden,  Mr.  A.  Steel,  jun.,  had 
61b.  with  worm  ;  and  Mr.  Jas.  Hogg,  51b.  and  4|lb.  Mr. 
John  Gibson,  on  the  Tweed,  during  the  past  week, 
has  had  dishes  of  61b.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  and  51b.,  all  with 
fly.  Many  other  baskets  of  from  2Jlb.  up  to  41b.  have 
been  killed  by  various  other  anglers.  No  pike  have 
been  killed  during  the  present  week,  but  quite  a  num- 
ber of  grayling,  some  up  to  IJlb.,  have  been  captured. 
On  the  Whitadder,  on  Saturday,  the  Edinburgh  Eastern 
Club  held  its  usual  competition,  when  the  following  were 
the  winners :  Messrs.  R.  Smith,  G.  Sinclair,  E.  Peters, 
R.  Smith.  On  the  same  stream  the  AUanton  Club  held 
its  twenty-second  competition;  ten  comp3titor8  weighed- 
in,  with  a  total  catch  of  641b.  3oz.,  the  number  of  trout 
killed  being  363  for  the  ten.  On  Saturday,  on  the  Eye 
and  Whitadder,  the  Grant's  House  Club  held  their  annual 
competition ;  good  turn  out  of  competitors,  and  sport 
capital.  Prize  takers  :  Messrs.  J.  Hardie,  R.  Mack,  J. 
Lauder,  T.  Kinghorn,  R.  Purves,  P.  Dickson,  G.  Fair. 
The  Berwick  Club's  annual  competition  took  placJ 
on  the  Whitadder,  in  the  Hutton  district,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows;  Ist,  Mr.  Thomas  Torrance  (gold- 
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medal),  thirty-two  fish,  weighing  71b.  lOoz. ;  2nd, 
Mr.  James  Calder  (rod),  thirty-five  fish,  61b.  14oz. ;  3rd, 
Mr.  John  Herriott,  twenty-four  fish,  41b.  5oz.  ;  Mr. 
Calder  had  the  best  dozen  of  trout,  which  weighed 
31b.  11  Joz.,  for  which  his  prize  was  awarded.  The  Kelso 
Angling  Club's  third  (and  last)  competition  for  the  season 
takes  place  on  Monday  week  next,  this  most  likely  being  a 
clsar  water  worm  contest.  In  the  Galashiels  district  of 
the  Tweed  and  Gala  some  good  takes  of  trout  are  being 
got  during  evening  fishing,  varying  from  31b.  up  to  81b., 
while  in  one  instance  an  expert  had  no  less  than  111b., 
including  one  trout  of  21b.,  one  of  lilb.,  and  three  others 
of  quite  lib.  weight  each.  The  net  salmon  fishings  in 
the  Tweed  have  improved  since  last  report. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

BalUnderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— This  river  is 
in  fine  order  for  fly  fishiag,  and  in  the  past  week  several 
ni»8  bags  were  made — by  local  men  chiefly — the  trout 
scaUng  up  to  21b.  Fishing  with  the  black  natural  fly  has 
opened,  and  has  accounted  for  some  pretty  fish  on  the 
wooded  sections  about  Longhry  and  Tullyniggan, 
Kempton  being  particularly  successful.  The  May  FJy  rise 
was  poor  as  compared  with  other  years. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast. — Trouting  continues  good  on  the  Water 
Commissioners'  reservoirs  at  Woodburn.  _  Messrs. 
Greenhill,  Stay,  Kingham,  Hunter,  Smith,  Atkinson,  &c., 
were  out  at  Woodburn,  with  varying  success.  On  Tuesday 
Mr.  Caldwell  killed  seven  very  nice  fish,  up  to  Hlb.,  on 
the  Middle  Dam.  Best  flies  ;  Black  Spider,  August  Dun, 
and  Wiokham's  Fancy. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  Fisheries. — A  special  meeting  of  the 
Blackwater  Conservators  was  held  last  week  at  Mallow — 
Mr.  E.  E.  Longfield,  D.L.,  presiding — to  consider  a  report 
by  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell  on  the  state  of  the  fisheries.  Mr. 
FfenneU's  report  concluded  with  the  opinion  that  so  long 
as  the  Lismore  waters  are  netted  as  they  are,  and  the 
Queen's  (Jap  remained  absolutely  useless  as  a  fish  pass,  it 
would  be  ridiculous  to  expect  any  improvement  in,  or  any 
substantial  development  in,  the  fisheries.  The  further 
consideration  of  the  report  was  adjourned  till  the  30th 
inst. — J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Galway). — This  week  the  river  rose  some 
iDches,  and  more  peal  ran  up  from  the  bay.  Peal  fishing 
opened  very  auspiciously,  and  there  is  a  fine  stock  in  the  river. 
The  runs  of  spring  fish  are  now  over.  Amongst  those 
out  lately  were:  Messrs.  White,  Jessmon,  Jagaer,  Lees- 
Knowles,  M.P.,  E.  Townsend,  W.  Cohen,  &c.  Trouting 
has  been  resumed,  as  the  smolts  have  all  gone  seawards. — 
J.  A.  B. 

CTimmeragh.— Sport  has  not  been  good  for  the  last 
few  days,  owing  to  falling  water  and  sultry  and  bright 
weather.  On  Tuesday  last  we 3k  Col.  Eiddell,  out  from 
the  Bayview  Hotel,  Waterville — to  which  the  angling 
lights  here  are  now  attached — had  three  salmon,  81b.,  81b., 
and  101b.,  and  three  sea  trout,  averaging  lib.  Angling 
will  remain  practically  suspended  here  until  some  heavy 
rain  takes  place. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  following 
are  the  particulars  for  the  past  week  :  Dr.  E.  Aiken  took 
one  salmon  of  16 Jib.  on  9th  inst.,  and  on  same  day,  Sir 
H.  B.  Robertson  took  three  splendid  salmon,  weighing 
221b.,  16Jlb.,  and  15 J. b.  respectively,  and  one  of  181b.  on 
10th  inst. ;  and  two,  of  lojlb.  and  13|lb.,  on  11th  inst. 
Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  took  one  salmon  of  16Jlb.  on  the 
9ch  inst.  Mr.  John  Thomson  took  one  salmon  of  161b.  on 
13th  inst.,  and  one  of  lolb.  on  14th  inst.  Mr.  F.  T.  Green 
took  one  salmon  of  141b.,  and  two  grilse,  of  6Jlb.  and  41b., 
on  13th  inst.,  and  three  grilse,  of  61b.,  51b.,  and  41b.,  on 
14th  inst. ;  Mr.  Green  also  took  a  brown  trout  weighing 
6Jlb.  on  the  salmon  fly,  on  13th  inst.  Gen. 
Dickins  took  one  salmon  of  81b.  on  11th  inst., 
and  Mr.  Gisby,  one  of  81b.  on  9th  inst.  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli 
took  one  salmon  of  71b.  on  13th  inst.  ;  Dr.  Laird  Pearson 
caught  a  fine  trout,  weighirg  CJlb.,  on  the  Erne  on  11th 
inst. ;  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  caught  a  trout  weighing  9^lh., 
on  a  small  Olive  trout  fly  (Rogan's  patterns),  fishing  on 
same  river,  on  the  night  of  13th  inst.  This  trout  taken 
by  Mr.  Ralli  is  th&  largest  caught  on  the  Erne  with  a  trout 
fly  for  many  years.  On  Lough  Erne  the  following  gentle- 
men caught  a  number  of  large  trout  since  last  report 
weighing  from  2Jlb.  to  6Jlb  ;  Dr.  Pearson,  Mr.  G.  Cripps, 
Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli,  and  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnson.  The  May  Fly 
season  is  now  almost  over,  and  was  not  a  good  one. — M, 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Gweedore. — The  Clady  is  pretty  well  stocked  with 
salmon,  Mr.  Penny,  Mr.  L.  Monk,  and  Mr.  Pulley  having 
had  excellent  sport  with  fish  ranging  from  51b.  to  lolb. 
Mr.  Welman  had  several  grilse. — J.  A.  B. 

Inny. — This  water  is  now  very  low.  Sea  trout  are 
numerous  in  the  tidal  waters,  but  they  do  not  come  up 
farther  than  Inny  Bridge,  and  return  again  with  the 
departing  tide.  It  is  probable  that  some  salmon  and  sea 
trout  pushed  up  during  the  flood  of  some  ten  days  ago,  but 
it  is  quite  tiseless  to  angle  for  them  under  the  present 
conditions. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillaxney. — Though  the  weather  has  been  anything 
but  typical  for  angling  in  Jtine,  fair  sport  has  generally 
been  had  both  at  silmon  and  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Arrow  (Andresna).— Very  good  sport  here 
during  the  week.  J.  Gunning  had  four  fish  on  Wednes- 
day, and  three  on  Friday.  Capt.  Leet  had  good  sport 
every  day  but  Thursday,  which  was  dead  calm.  On 
12th  he  had  the  best  fishing  of  the  week— four  fish, 
41b.,  3|lb.,  4Jlb.,  and  lib.  Three  of  thesa  fish  were 
beauties.  Flies  are  getting  scirce  on  the  water,  and  trout 
are  rising  well  still.    Weather  warm. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Itongns  Corrib  and  Uask  (Cong).— The  fishing  on 
these  lakes  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  good.  Mr. 
Coventry,  staying  at  the  Carlisle  Arms,  on  Friday,  got 
three  trout,  weighing  81b. ;  Monday,  tour  trout,  61b.,  and 
a  pike  ;  Tuesday,  three  trout,  101b. j  all  in  very  fine  con- 
dition,  Lieut.  Higginson,  fishing  Mask,  on  the  10th,  got 


four  trout,  weighing  121b. ;  Mr.  Sweeney,  two  trout,  one 
SJlb.  and  one  2 Jib.,  in  the  pools.  The  weather  is  very  dry 
and  warm,  and  the  peal  are  coming  up  Lough  Corrib  in 
very  large  numbers.  Fishing  prospects  for  the  ensuing 
week  look  bright. — 0.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co  Kerry).— The 
weather  since  last  report  has  been  quite  tropical.  Fly 
fishing,  therefore,  was  out  of  the  question,  except  when  a 
little  breeze  sprang  up,  which  was  very  seldom  indeed. 
A  few  sea  trout  were  had  by  trolling,  but  no  salmon. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Iiongh  Melvin. — Mr.  H.  Gilroy  took  two  grilse,  on 
10th  inst.,  of  51b.  and  CJlb. ;  Mr.  E.  Mulhern  took 
another  of  71b.  on  11th  inst.  The  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuok 
caught  a  very  nice  bull  trout  of  4Jlb.  on  11th  insb.  Dr. 
Elliott  and  Mr.  Hoyle  took  a  fine  basket  of  trout  on  same 
day,  one  fish  weighing  4|lb.  Trouting  on  this  lake  was 
generally  satisfactory  all  over  it  since  last  report. — M. 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Iiongh  Melvin  (Lower  Reaches,  Einlongh 
End). — Angling  not  generally  good  during  the  past  week 
owing  to  calm,  warm  weather  on  some  days.  Among  the 
trout  catches  averaged  from  one  to  two  dozen ;  several 
nice  trout  were  had  trolling,  from  lib.  to  51b.  Good 
evidence  was  had  of  a  good  stock  of  grilse  up.  Several 
nice  fish  were  landed  during  the  week.  A  severe 
thunderstorm  passed  over  this  neighbourhood  on  Satur- 
day evening,  followed  by  downpours  of  rain.  As  I  write, 
weather  conditions  look  fairly  promising.  —  P.  Gal- 
lagher. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollan  fishing  continues  steady, 
whilst  the  demand  from  the  cross-channel  markets  is  ever 
increasing.  Salmon  are  up  the  lough,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  having  been  killed  yet  in  tte  nets.  Trouting 
is  improving  on  the  Maine  and  Moyold. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Pretty  gcod  sport  at  brown  trout  has  been  had  on  all  the 
above  lakes.  The  dry  weather,  too,  has  not  materially 
affected  the  volume  of  any  of  these  lakes  so  far,  as  each  is 
fed  by  hundreds  of  streamlets  from  mountain  springs, 
many  of  which  never  run  dry,  even  in  the  hottest  and  most 
l^rolonged  summer. — T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Antrim).  —  The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries — Derg, 
Glenelly,  Finn,  &c. — are  in  fine  order.  About  the  pools 
here  salmon  are  fairly  plentiful.  First  blood  was  drawn 
by  Kev.  Mr.  Dick,  who  kUled  a  nice  101b.  fish.  White 
trout  are  rising  steadily.  Everything  points  to  a  successful 
season. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— 
A  good  supply  cf  grilse  in  the  pools,  but  coming  short  to 
the  fly.  Mr.  Arthur  Shutes  hock-ed  two  fish  on  12th  and 
played  three  on  the  13th.  Mr.  Clearey  had  a  grilse  on  the 
14th,  4;b.  Mr.  J.  H.  had  two  salmon  on  the  9th,  141b., 
9ilb.  Manager  of  the  Imperial  Hotel  and  Mr.  McNuUy 
had  a  grilse  each  on  the  same  date,  4 Jib.,  .3 Jib.  Angling 
on  the  lough  very  duU.  Fair  takes  cf  sea  trout  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  Moy. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Fishing 
improving ;  water  in  good  order.  Mr.  Carey  hooked  two 
and  killed  one  on  the  12th ;  Jlr.  Shutes  hooked  three, 
played  and  lost  them,  also  oa  the  12th.  On  the  13th, 
John  Devers  hoolei  two  ;  Mr.  James  Browne  tilled  one 
of  141b.  Grilse  sho^^iog  pretty  fai'ly  on  the  pools.  Trout 
fishing  at  Runagry  fairly  good. — John  Devers. 

North  Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  on  the  above  waters 
has  fallen  away  very  much,  owing  to  the  tropical  weather 
of  the  past  week.  A  few  salmon  have  baen  had  in  the 
evenings  on  the  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  and  Cashen,  and 
some  sea  trout  have  also  been  had  on  those  waters,  but 
not  in  sufiicient  numbers  to  be  at  any  time  considered  even 
fair  sport, — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — In  the 
hurry  for  post  I  omitted  to  include  in  my  report  last 
week  the  following  fish  taken  by  Mr,  W.  Young,  D.L.,  on 
his  preserves  :  June  8,  four  grilse,  ojlb.,  4Jlb.,  2jlb.,  21b. ; 
9th,  three,  4Jlb.,  31b.,  .31b.;  10th,  one,  31b.;  11th,  one, 
61b. ;  and  one  salmon,  13Jlb.  He  has  since  killed  six 
grilse,  viz.  :  13th,  three,  and  14th,  three.  Major 
Traherne,  one  grilse,  71b.  ;  Hon.  John  Wallopp  got  two 
grilse ;  and  Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall  has  also  landed_  a  few 
grilse  during  the  week.  Mr.  Frank  Johns,  on  fishing  my 
water,  killed  a  splendid  brown  river  trout  of  71b.,  the 
largest  ever  taken  on  the  rod  in  the  streams  here.  This 
(Wednesday)  morning,  Mr.  James  Deane,  fishing  for  pike 
in  Sparling's  Bay,  at  the  Killaloe  end  of  Lough  Derg, 
killed  a  fine  pike  of  221b.  Grilse  are  runoiag  up  to  us  iu 
large  numbers.  Through  one  of  tha  arches  of  tha  bridge 
yesterday  I  and  a  good  many  other  persons  saw  about 
fifty  grilse,  headed  by  a  salmon  of  close  on  401b.,  swimming 
up  towards  my  water  under  the  weir  wall. — S.  J.  Hurley, 

8BA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  is  now  good.  Pollack  anglers 
are  getting  from  a  dozen  to  twenty  fish  each,  the  best 
sport  being  had  in  the  late  evenings.  The  red  rubber  was 
the  best  bait,  though  on  a  few  days  the  live  sand-eel  had 
the  best  score  to  its  credit.  Gurnard,  whiting,  and  bream 
are  very  numerous,  and  as  many  as  150  fish  were  had  on 
one  evening  to  a  single  hand-line. — T.  J.  D. 


News  feoji  Epsom  on  Debby  Day  not  only  causes  a  thrUl  of 
intense  interest  among  sporting  men,  but  it  causes  a  flutter  of 
excitement  throughout  England,  as  many  people  take  an  interest 
in  it  who,  on  ether  occasions,  have  no  sympathy  with  racing 
events.  So  it  is  in  cases  of  illness ;  when  strangers  are  the 
victims,  we  feel  no  anxiety,  but  when  a  friend  or  relative  is 
stricken  down,  we  await  news  of  their  progress  with  impatient 
suspense.  Many  letters  of  thanks  are  written  daily  by  grateful 
friends,  or  the  sufferers  themselves,  for  the  benefit  received 
through  Holloway's  marvellous  medicines.  They  have  been  a 
source  of  relief  iu  almost  every  known  complaint.  The  Pills  give 
tone  to  the  stomach,  increase  the  appetite,  and  aid  the  digestion, 
whilst  the  ointment,  when  absorbed  into  the  pores,  prevents 
disease  from  hftvlDg  a  fatal  influence  upon  the  system. 


Baltimore. — The  mackerel  fishery  around  here  is  now 
showing  much  improvement,  and  good  prices  are  being 
had,  though  the  fish  must  be  cured  quickly,  in  consequence 
of  the  tropical  heat  at  present  being  experienced  in  these 
parts. — T.  J.  D. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — The  mackerel  fisheries  here 
are  now  giving  good  yields,  and  a  large  numbar  of  people 
are  busily  engaged  in  the  curing  department,  the  takes 
being  heavy  daily.  Only  a  few  local  amateurs  have  been 
out  angling  occasionally,  and  on  the  whole  fair  sport  has 
been  obtained. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane. — Sport  has  not  been  quita  up  to  anticipa- 
tion, but  anglers  out  from  the  Darrynane  Hotel  had 
generally  respectable  takes  of  various  kinds  of  fish. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— On  Friday,  10th  inst.,  Mr.  T. 
Sexton  hooked  and  landed  eight  pollack,  weighing  13Jlb  , 
the  largest  scaling  2 Jib.  Mr.  Knott  took  three  on  the 
following  day,  but  bottom  fishing  was  a  total  failure.  Mr. 
Horncastle  had  a  few  pouting  early  on  Sunday  morning ; 
but  Messrs.  Linfoot,  Moore,  Lacey,  Watson,  Martin, 
Jones,  Grube,  Wood,  and  Humphreys  did  nothing  what- 
ever during  the  forenoon,  and  no  one  attempted  to  wet  a 
line  during  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  One  pollack  and 
one  pouting  constituted  the  entire  catch  on  Monday,  and 
during  the  last  two  daj  s  the  water  has  been  so  thick  that 
no  one  has  made  an  attempt.  The  wind  still  remains  in 
the  north-east,  and  prospects  for  the  immediata  future  are 
anvthing  but  bright.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.  A  8.). 

Dingle.— The  weather,  though  sultry  and  bright,  has 
been  such  as  to  induce  many  anglers  to  go  out.  Sport,  on 
the  whole,  has  been  good,  especially  among  whiting, 
garnard,  bream,  and  pollack. — T.  J.  D. 

Eastbourne. — A  few  small  dabs  have  been  caught  by 
anglers  ofi  pier  head  this  week,  but  nothing  of  any  size, 
except  one  or  two  of  Jib.  each.  Writer,  with  two  friends, 
had  over  three  score  dabs  from  off  boat  last  Tuf  siay,  but 
these  were  small.  A  few  pollack  have  been  had  from  off 
the  rocks,  and  plenty  of  good  sized  pout  may  also  be  had 
there.  Weather  fine  :  sea  choppy  to-day ;  fair  prospects. 
—J.  W.  SoDDY  (B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance. — Rod  and  line  fishing  off  the  pier-head  is 
improving,  and  good  sport  is  now  to  be  had  by  railing 
for  mackerel,  &c.—;H. 

PI3)  mouth. — Fishing  is  now  in  full  swing.  Some  fine 
mackerel  have  been  taken  whifiing  outside  the  break- 
water and  in  C^awsand  Bay.  A  few  stray  ones  have  been 
caught  in  the  Sound,  which  shows  that  they  are  gradually 
making  their  way  closer  in  shore.  Those  who  like  whiffing 
can  now  have  good  sport  trying  for  pollack  ;  the  Sound  is 
literally  full  of  these  fish,  and  dozensare  daily  being  caught 
with  the  baby  sand  eel.  Bass  are  also  around  our  shores, 
and  are  driving  the  smaller  fish  close  to  the  piers  and 
jetties.  Those  who  cannot  stacd  the  motion  of  a  boat 
have  had  good  baskets  of  pollack  and  flat  fish  from  off  the 
Promenade  Pier. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at  and  around 
this  station  at  pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  and  bream.  The 
nets  are  having  good  hauls  cf  large  sized  summer  mackerel. 
Bass  are  now  numerous  close  inshore. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— Polla-k  anglers  have  had  fair  sport  in 
the  late  evenings  around  Carrigeena  Rook  and  Rinneen 
Loop,  but  only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out. — T.  J.  D. 


Jnne  19.  ^  ^ 

Allason  United  :  Match  at  West  Drayton. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlo  fr. 

Clapham  Strollers:  Outing  to  Arundel. 

Convivial :  Outing  Ki  Weybridge. 

Duke  cf  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

Earlsfield :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 

Harcourt :  Match  at  Langley. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Pevenl. 

Lincoln  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

North  Lambeth:  Match  at  Burnham. 

Phcenix  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Langley. 

St.  Alban's  :  Competition  at  Amberley. 

St.  John's  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

West  Ham  Brothers :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Match. 
June  20.  ^. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Visit. 
June  21.  , 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  P.  E.  Eldred. 

Phoenix :  Concert  and  distribution. 
June  22. 

Grange  :  Summer  outiog  and  dmner. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
June  23. 

Hoxton  Brothers :  Distribution. 
June  25. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge :  Smoking  conceit. 


June   26.— Sundiil :  Outing  to  Colnbrook. 

,,  27.— Amicable  Waltonians :  A.B.S.  concert. 
„     28.— Firm  and  True  :  Visit. 

29. — Brompton  :  Annual  dinner. 
July     2.— Serapis :  Outiog  to  St.  Neots. 
3. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing. 
,,     10.— A.B.S. :  Mitch  at  Amberley. 
,,     10.— Battersea  Piscatorials  :  Match. 
,,     12. — Ormonde  :  Outing. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Assoiia- 
tion  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  nest,  June  20,  at 
the  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerken well-road,  E.G.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  at  8.30. 
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Ecjrorts  from  Clu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
ZSveuingf.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dvmstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Kepoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
June  20,  at  8.30.  Two  societies  were  enrolled  at  the  last 
committee  meeting,  viz.  :  The  Earlsfield  Angling  Society, 
Half- Way  House,  Earlsfield  ;  and  the  Holloway,  Station 
Hotel,  HoUoway-road. — K.  Ghubney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  5s.,  as  a  donatio  a  from 
Mr.  W.  Bishop,  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society. 
At  the  last  meeting  one  application  was  entertained, 
which  received  the  sum  of  £5.  The  next  committee  meet- 
ing will  take  place  on  Friday,  June  24,  at  8.30.— E. 
Ghurney. 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxhridge-street,  Notting-hLU  Gate,  W.— 
The  match,  as  announced  in  Fishing  Gazette,  tuiea  phce 
on  the  19th  ;  New  Cutting,  West  Drayton  ;  two  rods  ;  all 
fish  to  weigh  ;  start  by  signal ;  draw  for  swims  at  water- 
side. There  are  six  prizes,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good 
take  for  the  opening  of  the  season.  Other  particulars  can 
be  had  at  25,  Silver-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  or  at  the 
station  or  waterside.  We  made  five  more  members.- Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln 's-inn-fields.  —  A  good  muster  of 
members  attended  the  last  meeting,  and  some  important 
business  was  carried  through.  The  yearly  account  shows 
a  good  balance  in  hand.  Mr.  Montgomery  (late  of  the 
West  Newington  A.S.)  and  Mr.  Boothby  were  elected 
working  members.  The  bream  of  41b.  7Joz.  caught  by 
Mr.  Hopping  now  hangs  on  the  wall  of  the  club-room.— J. 
Ohambees. 

Amicable  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury.— We  had  a  good  meeting 
on  Wednesday;  two  more  members  made.  Members 
please  note  next  Wednesday  general  meeting  night,  alsD 
the  balance-sheet  to  pass,  arrangement  of  prizes,  and  other 
important  business. — S.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— On  Monday  last  we  sat 
down  to  our  eighth  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes, 
when  everything  went  off  in  a  satisfactory  way.  The 
principal  prize  winners  were  as  follows  :  Messrs.  Lovett 
J.  Banquit,  R.  Morris,  G.  Bailey,  F.  Fairclough,  G.  Rich,' 
D.  Cooper,  and  Degange.  The  chair  was  tiken  by 
F.  Fairclough ;  vice,  G.  Rich.  After  supper  harmony 
was  the  order,  and  some  good  songs  were  sang  by  Messrs 
H.  Lovett,  Alf  Blyth,  G,  Taylor,  H.  Brooks,  G.  Rich, 
&o.  Mr.  H.  Turff  officiated  at  the  piano.  On  Wednesday 
last  we  made  several  new  members  — J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— We  had  a  good 
muster  of  members  at  the  weekly  meeting  on  June  9,  and 
some  important  business  was  tranfacted.  The  first  outing 
takes  place  on  June  19,  at  Amberley.  All  members  first 
train  ;  report  to  secretary  on  arrival.  Concert  in  aid  of 
A.B.S.  on  June  27 —G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent.  Old  Kent-road.— On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  H. 
Hamilton  was  elected  a  working  member.  A  special 
meeting  is  called  for  June  22,  to  consider  revieion  of  rules 
and  other  business. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Batteroea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen  s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  June  14  we 
had  a  well  attended  meeting,  at  which  several  new 
members  were  made  and  others  nominated.  A  well 
finished  roach  pDle,  made  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Hemens,  of  62 
Wandsworth-road,  for  a  member,  was  inspected,  and 
reflects  much  credit  on  the  maker.  Members  who  have 
not  yet  done  so  will  oblige  me  with  their  names  for  both 
A.B.S.  and  privilege  tickets.— A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Fiscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms  Win- 
stanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Since  my  last 
report  we  have  made  five  more  working  members,  and 
have  received  three  valuable  prizes  towards  our  prize  list 
Our  first  match  takes  place  on  July  10,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster.  Any  members  not  having  privilege 
tickets,  will  they  kindly  attend  next  week.— T.  Tringham 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Commercial-road,  Lambeth,  S.E.— We  had  a  grand 
gathering  of  members  at  our  last  meeting,  when  we  made 
six  honorary  and  three  working  members.  Two  others 
proposed  for  next  week.  Privilege  tickets  are  in  hand, 
which  can  be  had  by  applying  to  me  at  31,  Waterloo-road, 
or  clubhouse.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  become  a 
member  of  this  society  will  be  welcomed.  Our  prize  list 
will  be  drawn  out  next  Wednesday.  Mr.  F.  Barker  and 
myselt  have  offered  a  check  winch  and  sixty  yards  of 
running  hue  for  largest  take  for  first  outing.— J.  Wheel- 
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Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  J,otting  Hill,  W.— On  June  14  members  showed 
up  in  great  force  during  the  evening.  All  matches  for 
the  ensuing  year  were  confirmed.  We  had  the  honour  of 
makmg  Messrs.  Robert  James  Hazelton,  of  the  Bramley 
Arms,  Notting  Hill,  an  honorary  member  ;  and  Mr.  Harry 
Foreman,  a  working  member. — H.  Dagworthy 

Bmnswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
lree,  Bromley-by-Bow.— There  was  a  good  attendance  at 
the  above  clubhouse  on  Tuesday  last,  and  two  more 
members  were  made.  The  prize  list  was  read,  and 
upwards  of  twenty  more  prizes  were  added  to  it,  to  be 


fished  for  durmg  the  season,  making  forty-five  prizes  in 
all  up  to  the  present.  The  privilege  tickets  are  out,  and 
those  wishing  to  have  them  will  kindly  settle  arrears.— J. 
Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

ihe  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.— On  June  19  we  fish  a  pegged-down  match 
at  Harlow  for  twelve  prizes  ;  start  fishing  at  9.30  a  m 
cease  fishing  at  6  p.m. ;  show  fish  at  the  White  Horse  not 
later  than  C.30 ;  stewards,  H.  Deverill  and  J.  Hilton. 
Our  annual  general  meeting  took  place  on  June  14, 
when  forty  members  were  present,  and  it  was  carried 
uranimously  that  all  members  belonging  to  the  above 
society  shall  be  compelled  to  join  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society.   A  lot  of  businees  was  got  through,  and  Mr.  B 
Williams  was  re-elected  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  season 
and  the  secretary  was  re-elected,  and  is— P.  E.  Loft. 

Clapham  Jnnotion  Angling  Society.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
At  our  last  meeting  we  made  eight  more  new  members, 
and  still  open  for  a  few  more  gentlemen.  Our  first  day 
outmg  will  take  place  on  July  3.  for  four  prizes.  Locale 
will  be  announced  in  next  week's  Fishing  Gazette.  A 
special  meeting  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  June  23,  at 
9  o  clock  sharp,  when  important  business  will  be  transacted. 
I  hope  members  will  show  up  in  full  force  on  this  occasion. 
— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common.— Our  first  outing  takes  place 
on  June  19,  when  most  of  our  members  will  visit  Arundel. 
I  shall  be  glad  if  honorary  members  and  friends  will 
kindly  notice  the  change  in  our  address,  where  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  see  old  faces  and  make  new  members  every 
Tuesday  evening.  There  are  one  or  two  prizes  still  out- 
standing, and  I  should  feel  obliged  if  friends  will  kindly 
send  them  in,  to  enable  me  to  complete  the  list.— S 
Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  North  London 
A.S.  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  J.  Pailes  in  the  chair  ;  Mr. 
W.  Stretch,  vice.  Eleven  societies  were  represented,  viz., 
Great  Northern,  St.  John's,  Convivial,  Eustonian, 
Amicable  Waltonians,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma, 
North  London,  Camden,  Dibden,  and  Wenlock.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  Camden  A.S.,  date  later.— F. 
Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Tuesday  we  had  a 
good  evening's  business,  and  also  made  three  working 
members  and  six  honorary  members.  Also  another  prize 
was  given  for  the  19th,  making  six  in  all  for  the  opening 
day.  Members,  both  honorary  and  working,  who  are  in 
arrears  and  have  not  been  notified  by  our  late  secretary  to 
that  effect  are  requested  to  attend,  as  their  brother 
anglers  will  be  only  too  pleased  to  see  them.  Membars 
whose  privilege  cards  are  on  order  please  be  at  clubhouse 
on  Friday  or  Saturday  evening,  at  eight,  to  receive  same. 
— Thos.  Faulkner. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road.— At  our  last  meeting  it  was 
arranged  that  an  outmg  take  place  on  June  19,  at  Wey- 
bridge,  for  four  prizes.  Members  to  book  to  Weybridge, 
and  to  get  in  the  same  night.  Hoping  tff  see  a  good 
show  of  members  down. — Phil. 

Crown  and  Bnckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  E.C.— At  our 
annual  dinner,  at  Walton-on- Thames,  thirty-five  members 
and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast,  provided  by 
Host  Prior,  of  The  Anglers.  Mr.  Mott  was  in  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  W.  Seears.  The  usual  toasts  were  given  and 
responded  to.  The  secretary,  in  answer  to  that  of  "  The 
Society,"  stated  that  it  was  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 
The  prize  list  was  very  liberally  added  to  during  the  day. 
Some  of  our  members  have  not  been  idle  during  the  fence 
months.  Messrs.  Jones  and  Harwood  have  been  having 
excellent  sport  at  sea  fishing,  especially  at  Maldon,  where 
they  had  COlb.  of  whiting  pout  on  one  day.  They 
recommend  visiting  anglers  to  the  Jolly  Sailor,  at  Asbury, 
where  all  information  can  be  had.  We  have  elected  five 
more  working  members  and  three  honorary.  A  general 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next.  Roll  call  at 
9.15  prompt ;  committee  to  meet  at  8.30.  —  G.  H. 
Franklin. 

Balstou  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  June  14  there  was  a  very 
good  attendance  of  members,  when  it  was  decided  that  we 
should  have  our  first  outing  of  the  season  on  July  3,  when 
a  pegged-down  match  will  be  fished  at  Tonbridge  in  the 
Medway.  Members  please  note  that  the  quarter  is  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  and  those  that  wish  to  compete  on  July  3 
must  clear  the  books.— S.  Malby. 
^Drayton  Park  Pispatorials,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway-road,  N.— Negotiations  are  now  being 
made  with  reference  to  our  first  outing  this  season,  and 
members  are  requested  to  attend.— G.  Greg. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints  -road,  Westbourne  Park.— On  June  19  we  fish 
our  first  match  of  the  season  at  Uxbridge.  All  start  by 
the  8.40  train  fiom  Paddington  or  Westbourne-park ;  one 
rod  only  ;  bank.— W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society.  Half- Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— At  our  usual  weekly  meeting,  with  Mr. 
Gathercole  (president)  in  the  chair,  we  had  a  strong 
muster  of  members  to  arrange  our  prize  list  for  the  ensuing 
year.  We  have  more  prizes  to  fi^h  for  this  season,  and, 
with  a  little  luck,  we  intend  making  it  a  record  year.  It 
was  arranged  that  the  outing  on  June  19  will  take  place  at 
Byfleet,  from  Park  Bridge  to  Wisley  Bridge.  Train  leaves 
Clapham  Junction  at  8.40  a.m.,  returning  from  Wevbridee 
at  8.25  p.m.— A.  T.  j  & 

Pirm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-street,  Walworth.— Meeting  night,  Thursday 
evening  instead  of  Wednesday  evening.   On  Tkorsday 


evening  we  had  a  strong  muster  of  members  present,  and 
some  important  business  was  done  in  connection  with  the 
forthcoming  season.  We  take  a  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  list 
on  Tuesday  evening,  June  28 ;  there  will  be  plenty  of 
talent  on  this  occasion.  We  made  two  new  working 
members  last  meeting  night  (Mr.  Housden  and  Mr.  A. 
Rosser,  jun.) ;  alsj  one    new    member  proposed.— T. 

ROSSER. 

^  <»o<>d  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown. 
Church-street,  Shoreditoh.— The  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place  on  the  14th  inst.,  and  was  a  record  one,  both 
with  regard  to  the  prizes  distributed  and  received  for  the 
coming  season.  The  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  started 
the  hst  with  £2  2s.,  and  soon  got  a  long  list  of  prizes,  and 
a  great  many  for  specimens  of  all  classes.  A  very  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  S.E.— The  annual  summer  outing  of  this 
society  will  be  held  at  Wateringbury,  Kent,  on  Wednesday 
next,  the  22nd  inst.,  members  and  friends  travelling  by 
the  7.43  a.m.  train  from  London  Bridge.  The  dinner  will 
take  place  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  1  p.m.— W,  K. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Basinghall-street,  E.C.— Mr.  Lewis  occupied  the  chair  last 
Tuesday  evening,  when  the  meeting  was  well  attended. 
Mr.  Emery  reported  being  out  on  Wednesday,  at 
Chesham,  and  landed,  after  play  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
a  very  nice  trout  (with  fly),  21b.  lOoz.,  aleo  a  nice  roachj 
21b.  Mr.  Buckingham  was  also  at  Chesham,  and  got  some 
nice  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Mr.  Gibson  had  seven 
different  dajs'  fishing,  and  only  got  seven  small  trout 
(returned).  Mr.  Goodwin,  a  small  trout,  afcer  being 
hooked  twice;  Mr.  Connellan  ("Black  Knat"),  a  small 
trout  and  about  twenty  dace ;  Mr.  Gray  and  friends,  on 
the  Lea,  got  six  small  fish;  Mr.  R.  Wright,  brace  of 
trout  at  Chesham  ;  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  a  trout  weighing 
31b.  9oz.,  private  water.  Notice  to  the  members  was 
brought  forward  of  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred's  letter  on  the 
'  Angle  "  to  be  read  on  Tuesday  next,  the  21st  inst.  Vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Gibson  for  map  on  angling  which  he  had 
pleasure  in  presenting  to  the  society.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. — Alex 
Weight. 

Harcourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone.— We  made  several  new 
members  on  Monday  last,  and  have  several  more  to  come 
in.  V/ e  fish  a  match  at  Langley  on  June  19  ;  all  to  go  by 
the  first  train.  To  cease  fishing  at  8  p.m. ;  the  Cottage 
and  Stretch's  pounds. — A.  E,  Payne. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  N.— The  news  of  the  untimely 
decease  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford,  our  hon.  treasurer  for 
several  years,  fell  like  a  cloud  on  the  meeting  last  Wed- 
nesday. Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  who  was  in  the  chair,  at  once 
made  a  touching  speech,  and  adjourned  the  business  till 
next  week. — E.  Wymer. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  —  Our  annual  dinner 
took  place  on  June  12,  at  the  Bull  Inn,  Town  Bridge, 
Ware.  Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  hostess,  Mrs.  s! 
Wasmuth,  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  arrange- 
ments were  carried  out,  everything  being  in  first  class 
style.  The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
Thursday  evening,  Jime  23.  I  hope  members  will  f  rsvard 
promised  prizes  as  early  as  possible.  Mr.  Frank  Powell, 
Sturt  Arms,  Hoxton,  was  elected  a  member  on  the 
9th  inst. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Tuesday  evening  (Mr. 
Belcher  in  the  chair),  Mr.  T.  Day  was  elected  a  working 
member,  and  Mr.  C.  Stanford  as  an  honorary  member. 
Those  who  want  privilege  tickets  kindly  forward  Cish  for 
same  to  secretary  as  soon  as  possible.  The  prizes  left  over 
from  last  season  will  be  fished  for  on  June  19.  Go  where 
you  like  ;  gross  weight  take  his  choice. — J.  H.  Heebeet. 

lEaak  Walton  Angling  Society.  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-st;reet,  Kingsland-road.  —  We  compete 
for  three  special  prizes  on  June  19,  on  the  Chelmer,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hatfield  Peverel.  There  are  also  two 
specials  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday  next,  22nd  inst.,  at 
Shiplake.— H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road.— On  June  19  we  fish  at 
Amberley  for  ten  prizes.  All  to  start  first  train  from 
London  Bridge.  A  break  will  leave  the  clubhouse  at  ten 
past  six  on  the  morning.  Members  wishing  to  go  by  same 
must  give  their  names  in  on  Saturday  night.  Mr.  H. 
Killick  and  Mr.  T.  Richardson  were  elected  members  at 
our  last  meeting.  Mr.  S.  Baker  to  be  balloted  for  next 
week. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — Our  outing  to  the  Rivington  reservoirs  on 
the  16th  has  been  unavoidably  postponed.  To-day  (15th) 
is  the  finish  of  the  close  season  1898,  and  a  great  relief  it 
wiU  be  to  anglers  generally,  who  will  henceforth  be 
constantly  at  work  to  make  good  shows,  especially  in  the 
specimen  fish  line.  Waters  everywhere  in  this  neighbour- 
hood are  in  good  condition,  and  the  Dee,  if  tried,  should 
give  good  results,  especially  with  dace  and  roach,  as  there 
are  now  an  abundance  of  these  fish  to  be  seen  in  this  river. 
There  are  some  very  good  swims  Ecoleston  way,  and  I 
hope  anglers  who  carefully  fish  them  will  not  go  un- 
rewarded. But  there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong  way  of  doing 
this,  fine  light  tackle,  a  gentle  but  firm  hand,  and  the  best 
baits  being  essentials  to  success. — R.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation  Row. — Now  that  the 
coarse  fishing  season  has  commenced,  I  hope  the  members 
of  the  above-named  association  will  give  a  good  account 
of  themselves,  and  exhibit  their  catches  at  the  clubhouse, 
so  that  it  will  enable  all  the  members  to  understand 
how  things  are  going  on.  The  first  good  step  I  would 
advise  them  to  make  is  to  attend  the  first  match  of  the 
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season,  which  is  to  take  place  at  Mollington  on  the  19th 
inst.  All  the  members  are  particularly  requested  to 
attend.  I  am  very  glad  to  note  a  very  good  move  of 
this  association  is  to  enter  a  team  for  the  Bridgwater 
challenge  shield. — James  Reynolds. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Esses. — The  sport  'in  the 
Maldon  river  has  again  been  very  good  with  the  whiting 
pont.  Several  anglers  have  been  out  and  tatea  good  bags 
of  fish.  A  party  of  anglers  from  Brain  ree,  on  June  13, 
caught  400  fish  in  about  three  hours  ;  and  Messrs.  F.  and 
S.  Poole,  E.  A.  Foster,  S.  Purkiss,  H.  Crabb,  Hardy 
Brothers,  &c.,  have  taken  good  quantities  of  these  fish, 
principally  from  Clark's  Beacon,  and  the  Doubles,  and 
Latchingdon  Hole.  The  eel  fishermen  have  had  poor  sport 
in  the  fresh  waters  owing  to  the  extreme  cold  nights  we 
have  at  present.  The  Langf ord  waters  are  full  of  good 
roach  and  dace.  I  was  walking  round  on  the  14th  iust., 
and  saw  the  fish  rising  at  the  fly  in  great  numbers ;  the 
•  waters  seemed  really  alive  with  them.  As  the  season 
opened  on  the  16th,  anglers  should  avail  themselves  with 
an  opportunity  of  fly  fishing.  The  smoking  concert 
arranged  for  the  18th  inst.  will,  I  hope,  be  well  patronised, 
and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  some  of  our  old  friends  and 
anglers  from  the  various  London  angling  clubs.  Several 
prizes  are  offered  for  competition  during  the  early  part  of 
the  season. — F.  Keex. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N. — We  had  an  excellent  attendance  on 
Tuesday  last,  all  anxious  to  be  at  it  again,  and,  if  possible, 
to  atone  for  the  poor  results  of  the  last  few  months. 
Early  application  should  be  made  for  the  new  privilege 
tickets,  which  are  now  ready. — A.  E.  Hendox. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street. — Members  not  having  received  their 
privilege  tickets  can  get  them  of  Mr.  Eaton,  as  above. 
Special  meeting  Wednesday,  June  22. — A.  Lewis. 

Nortli  London  AngUn^  Society,  Tap  House, 
HoUoway-road. — Thelreturn  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  List 
took  place  on  the  14th,  the  same  being  a  success.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Pailes ;  vice,  Mr.  W. 
Stretch  ;  pianist,  Madame  Strauss.  The  following  gentle- 
men contributed  to  the  harmony  :  Messrs.  W.  Stretch, 
Alec  Thomas,  Chris  CoUis,  H.  Pink,  G.  Wells,  Brock. 
Watson,  Lummins,  Thorhng,  and  others.  On  behalf  of 
the  North  London  I  return  thanks  to  them  and  the  twelve 
clubs  which  responded  to  the  roll,  and  also  that  the  com- 
pliment wiU  be  returned.  The  next  visit  takes  place  at 
the  Camden  Angling  Society  ;  date  to  be  announced. — 
H.  Stretch. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  Koyal  George,  Carlisle- 
street,  Westminster-road. — We  held  our  annual  outing 
and  dinner  on  June  12,  at  Burnham-on-Crouch.  A  most 
enjoyable  day  was  spent.  Mr.  Bourne,  boatman,  gave 
every  satisfaction;  also  Mr.  Brown,  White  Hart  Hotel, 
whose  catering  gave  every  satisfaction. — A.  Holbrow. 

Fhoenix  Angling  Society,  Tavistock  Arms,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— Our  brake  outing  starts  at  7.30  on 
June  19;  three  prizes;  one  rod;  bank  only  ;  quit  fishing 
at  five.  On  June  21  our  annual  prize  distribution  and 
concert  takes  place.  Shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  friends, 
old  or  new,  on  that  occasion. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  June  14  we  made  three 
working  members,  and  had  a  very  busy  evening.  Members 
are  requested  not  to  forget  outing  on  opening  day  at 
Langley,  on  June  19,  and  that  privilege  tickets  are  to 
hand. — C.  Brett. 

Royal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street. — Last  meeting  night  we  were  well 
attended,  and  got  through  a  vast  amount  of  business. 
We  have  added  sis  more  members  to  our  list,  and  are  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition.  Our  prize  list  is  a  very 
extensive  one,  and  bids  fair  to  surpass  all  previous  seasons. 
I  hope  to  see  a  goodly  attendance  of  members  next  meet- 
ing night. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington. — On  June  19  we  fish  a  roving  competi- 
tion at  Amberley  for  four  prizes.  WiU  members  please 
note  June  29  will  be  quarterly  night.— H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.  —  The  committee  have 
arranged  that  four  prizes  be  fished  for  on  the  19th  at 
Amberley,  to  be  a  roving  match.  They  also  arranged 
prizes  for  July;  full  particulars  at  clubhouse.  On  the 
loth  Mr.  J.  Mathews  was  elected  a  working  member. — F. 
Thorhng. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stan  gate -street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  dinner  and  outing 
at  the  Duke's  Head,  Leatherhead,  was  a  grand  success. 
About  thirty  valuable  prizes  were  offered.  We  have  made 
two  new  members — Mr.  Warren  and  Mr.  Sharp,  jun.  I 
am  very  sorry  to  say  we  have  lost  a  good  working  member 
in  Mr.  W.  Stone,  who  has  joined  the  Peckham  Brothers, 
our  club  being  a  little  too  far  for  him.  I  wish  him  good 
luck.  Members  can  have  their  privilege  tickets  on  Satur- 
day next. — G.  George. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  the  White  Hart  Hotel, 
High-street,  Stoke  Newington.— At  a  well  attended 
meetirg  on  Wednesday  last  it  was  decided  to  have  an 
outing  to  St.  Neots  on  July  2  and  3.  Full  particulars  can 
be  bad  at  headquarters  next  Wednesday  ;  also  privilege 
tickets.  The  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed,  showing 
the  society  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  and  we  made 
three  new  members. — C.  Tilbury. 

Snndial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  W.  —  At  our  last  meeting 
we  made  two  new  members,  and  others  nominated 
for_  next  meeting.  We  have  arranged  for  a  brake 
outing  and  picnic  to  take  place  at  our  private  fishery,  at 
Colnbrook,  on  June  26.  Will  members  attend  a  special 
meeting  next  Tuesday  for  urgent  business,  and  give  in 
names  tor  the  outing  as  soon  as  possible  ?    Our  annual 


supper  and  prize  distribution  on  Jtine  9  were  very  success- 
ful. Forty-five  sat  down,  and  did  justice  to  the  good 
things  supplied  by  our  caterer,  Mr.  West.  Tho  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Holliday,  supported  by  Mr.  Pennyfdther  and 
Mr.  H.  Gerrard.  On  the  cloth  being  removed,  Mr. 
Brooks  opened  the  proceedings  with  a  song.  The  first 
toast,  "  The  Snndial  Angling  Si  eiety,"  coupled 
with  "The  Anglers'  Association"  and  "Benevolent 
Society,"  was  drunk  with  great  enthusiam,  and 
responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  Harwood,  who  remarked  that 
the  Sundial  A.S.  was  never  in  a  more  prosperous  condition 
than  at  the  present  time.  The  distribution  of  prizes  was  a 
great  success,  nearly  fifty  being  presented  to  the  successful 
competitors.  Our  list  of  prizes  for  the  coming  season,  and 
our  next  brake  outing  on  the  26th  inst.  were  liberally 
responded  to,  about  fifteen  guineas  in  cash,  also  a  whole 
sheep,  given  by  Mr.  Holliday,  and  one  ton  of  coals  by  Mr. 
Batty  to  start  the  list,  others  being  promised.  Messrs. 
Chris.  Knight,  F.  C.  Gerrard,  J.  Talbot,  D.  A.  Parker, 
and  others  assisted  during  the  evening  with  songs,  &c., 
concluding  with  a  toast  to  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  A. 
Maynard,  finally  winding  up  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  at 
an  advanced  hour.  Mr.  Will  Smith,  R.A.M.,  ably 
presided  at  the  piano. — C.  Chalk. 

Victoria  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Monday  last  we  held  our  third  annual  dinner  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Maycock. 
The  principal  prize  winners  being  Messrs.  A.  Cook, 
Austin,  Davis,  Trotman,  Stocker,  J.  Toothill,  W.  Bouifler. 
After  the  dinner  we  held  a  concert,  to  which  the  public 
were  admitted.  Must  thank  the  members  of  the  Camden, 
Seymour,  Waltonians,  and  other  clubs  for  the  support 
they  accorded  us.  Hope  to  see  all  members  out  on  June  19. 
We  have  a  good  prize  list  to  start  the  season  with. — 
T.  Austin. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  good  attendance  on  the  14th ; 
Mr.  W.  W.  Nixon  Dalloted  for,  and  duly  elected.  Another 
new  member  was  nominated,  Mr.  T.  Askew,  and  we  have 
room  for  more.  We  have  a  first  class  club-room,  and  a 
good  gentleman  to  look  after  us.  Mr.  Stevens  and  Mr. 
Bignell,  of  the  Second  Surrey,  favoured  us  with  their 
presence  on  Tuesday  last.  Our  members  will  be  out  in 
full  force  on  June  19. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  BuU,  Fnlham-road,  S.W.— On  Wednesday  last  Mr. 
Johns  was  elected  a  working  member.  Mr.  Spencer  was 
also  proposed,  and  will  be  balloted  for  next  week.  Mr. 
George  Smith  has  again  consented  to  act  as  our  president, 
and  has  offered  a  valuable  rod  to  be  competed  for  on  the 
sea.  The  new  scales  are  now  ready,  and  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  show  of  both  members  and  fish  at  the  next  weigh-in. 
— C.  Wake. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  all  members  on  Wednesday  next, 
to  arrange  for  the  first  competition  of  the  season. 
Members  wanting  privilege  tickets  are  requested  to  attend 
on  that  night,  as  they  are  keeping  the  hst  from  being  sent 
to  the  association. — W.  Wray". 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — We  have  decided  to 
open  the  season  with  a  pegged-down  match  at  Hatfield 
Peverel ;  all  to  go  down  with  the  last  train  on  the  Saturday 
night,  June  18,  that  leaves  Stratford  at  12.9  p.m. ; 
change  at  Forest  Gate  ;  leaves  Forest  Gate  at  12.21  p.m. — 

R.  LOWTHEE. 


THE    CHERWELL  FISHING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above-named  association, 
which  was  held  recently  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel, 
Banbury,  was  in  every  respect  a  satisfactory  and  business- 
like function,  a  very  representative  gathering  of  local  and 
sporting  notabilities  being  present.  Mr.  A.  B.  Field  pre- 
sided, and  Mr.  W.  B.  Newton,  in  presenting  the  tenth 
annual  report,  explained  that  the  duty  had  fallen  to  him 
owing  to  Mr.  Percy,  the  late  able  secretary,  having  left 
the  town.  The  committee  of  the  association  congratulated 
the  members  on  its  continued  success,  and  on  the  fact 
that  each  year  the  association  continued  to  grow  in  favour 
with  both  landowners  and  occupiers  ;  and  the  increased 
number  of  members  proves  that  it  is  well  received  by  the 
anglers  of  the  neighbourhood.  The  association's  car  in 
the  town's  Diamond  Jubilee  procession  had  been  very 
well  received.  Due  acknowledgment  was  made  for  the 
services  of  members  of  the  vigilance  committee,  who 
patrol  the  stream,  very  often  at  great  inconvenience  to 
themselves.  With  regard  to  stock,  over  5000  fish  have  been 
transferred  to  the  river  during  the  past  year,  by  courtesy 
of  the  Oxford  Canal  Company.  A  good  list  of  specimen 
fish  captured  by  the  members  was  submitted,  and  a  prize 
list  for  the  ensuing  season  well  started.  Mr.  Field,  the 
chairman,  stated  that  although  he  would  be  leaving 
Somerton  Mill  in  February,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  induce 
Lord  Jersey  to  continue  allowing  the  association  to  use  his 
waters  there.  Mr.  Newton  was  elected  to  the  post  of 
secretary,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Percy,  and  promised  to  do 
his  best  in  the  interests  of  the  association. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  land  used  by  the  members  for  their  sport  ;  and  Mr. 
Field,  on  their  behalf,  returned  thanks. 

Altogether  Banbury  appears  to  be  specially  fortunate 
among  provincial  towns  in  its  energetic  and  representative 
Waltonianism.  F.  G.  H. 


English  Angler  staying  at  a  Shannon  hotel  (to 
waitress) :  "  Those  eggs  are  underdone."  Waitress : 
"  Begor,  I'm  sarry  for  that  same,  yer  honour;  but  I'll 
bile  'um  hard  the  next  toime,  an'  you  can  soften  'um  wid 
butther." 


^offings  bp  i^c  iSag. 

At  the  Conference  of  the  Sea  Pisheries  Committees 
held  at  tlie  Board  of  Trade,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  inst., 
Mr.  Ritchie,  the  president,  in  welcoming  the  members  of 
the  conference,  laid  stress  upon  the  fact  of  the  prosperity 
of  the  fishing  industry  of  England  and  Wales  in  1897  as 
compared  wii;h  lrS96,  which  fully  bore  out  the  anticipations 
he  had  made  at  their  previous  annual  meetings  ;  and  the 
fears  entertained  by  them  of  the  depletion  of  the  seas 
were  not  borne  out  by  facts.  In  regard  to  legislation  on 
undersized  fish,  there  was,  he  said,  a  concensus  of 
opinion  at  last  year's  conference  that  legislation  was 
necessai'y,  and  the  Government  was  urged  to  take  in  hand 
this  legislation  and  carry  it  through.  The  Government 
introduced  a  Bi  1  in  the  House  of  Lords,  where  it  passed 
through  all  its  stages  and  came  to  the  Mouse  of  Commons. 
When  Mr.  Balfour  made  his  statement  as  to  the  Bills  to 
be  proceeded  with  and  included  the  Fishery  Bill,  he 
received  protests  from  both  sides  of  the  house  against  it, 
and  not  one  member  rose  to  advocate  the  putting  of  the 
Fishery  Bill  in  the  category  of  those  that  should  be 
parsed.  Having  regard  to  that  opposition,  he  found  it 
impossible  to  urge  Mr.  Balfour  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  part 
of  the  Government  programme  this  session,  and  suggested 
whether  some  modus  vivendi  could  not  be  arrived  at  by 
the  respective  parties  to  introduce  a  non-contentious  Bill. 
Mr.  Lowther,  in  reply,  said  they  would  never  get  this 
legislation  without  an  international  agreement. 


It  has  been  frequently  deplored  that  boxes  of  plaice 
have  contained  upwards  of  1000  undersized  fish,  whereas 
had  they  been  filled  with  fair  sized  fish,  they  would  have 
contained  only  about  forty.  It  was  only  the  other  day  at 
Billingsgate  Market  that  ample  proof  was  afforded  of  the 
wanton  destruction  which  is  still  going  on.  Over  thirty- 
two  tons  of  fresh  plaice  were  sold  for  £1.  The  purcjhaser 
simply  took  a  few  larger  ones  out,  which  recouped  him  for 
the  price  he  paid  for  the  whole,  leaving  within  a  few 
pounds  almost  the  whole  of  the  quantity  on  the  market 
as  not  worth  removal,  and  were  even  too  small  for  the 
poor  of  Whitechapel  to  take  away,  and  these  fish  were 
afterwards  taken  away  for  the  purpose  of  manure. 

 )  »  >  «  (  

Prohibitive  measures,  says  the  report  of  the  National 
Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association,  and  for  which  we 
are  indebted  to  the  hon.  secretary,  have  been  adopted  in 
France,  and  in  Belgium  and  Denmark,  as  the  outcome  of 
the  International  Conference  held  in  London  in  1890.  It 
is  now  time  for  the  United  Kingdom  to  move,  seeing  its 
interests  in  the  matter  are  immeasurably  superior  to  those 
of  all  the  Continental  powers. 


"  The  State  fish  hatching  station  at  Bristol,  Pa.,"  says 
American  f.G.,  "has  been  turned  over  to  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission,  with  Mr.  Tolbert  in  charge. 
The  transfer  was  made  through  the  Navy  Department 
having  sent  notice  to  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
a  few  days  ago  that  its  fish  hatching  steamer,  the  Fish 
Haivl-j  would  be  required  for  naval  purposes,  and  directing 
that  the  vessel  be  taken  from  the  wharf  at  Washington 
Park,  where  it  now  is,  to  League  Island,  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  be  refitted  for  the  new  work.  As  soon  as  Mr. 
Tolbert  has  the  station  in  order  the  Fish  Hau-k  will  be 
taken  to  Bristol,  and  the  eggs  and  hatching  apparatus  on 
board  will  be  transferred  to  the  building.  Tlie  crew  of 
this  vessel  have  already  taken  over  10,000,000  shad  eggs, 
and  the  indications  are  that  the  take  this  year  will  be  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  river. 


"The  United  States  Fish  Commission  states  that  in 
consequence  of  its  being  able  to  continue  its  work,  through 
the  use  of  the  Bristol  station,  it  intends  to  plant  every 
fry  hatched  in  the  Delaware  river,  instead  of  sending  any 
to  other  rivers,  as  in  former  years.  This  means,  if  the 
present  proportion  of  eggs  taken  is  continued  until  the 
close  of  the  season,  that  the  Delaware  supply  of  shad  fry 
wiU  be  added  to  by  at  least  60,000,000.  The  capacity  of 
the  Bristol  station  is  120  jars,  each  holding  over  200,000 
eggs.  As  the  period  of  incubation  is  from  five  to  seven 
days  only,  the  number  of  fish  hatched  is  practically 
hmited  only  by  the  number  of  eggs  taken." 


Mr.  Fred  Mather,  in  an  article  on  "  Pickerel,  Pike, 
Muscalonge  "  {Forest  and  Stream),  speaks  thus  of  the 
species  :  ''  It  has  been  here  recorded  that  America  has 
five  species  of  this  family,  and,  as  the  family  has  but  one 
genus.  Esox,  that  is  all  there  is  of  it.  Two  of  these  species 
are  small,  rarely  exceeding  lOin.  in  length,  and  therefore 
may  be  dropped  as  far  as  the  angler  is  concerned,  although 
for  the  table  these  small  species  are  the  only  ones  that  I 
value  enough  ever  to  buy  in  market.  They  infest  cold 
trout  brooks,  and  should  be  eaten  to  get  them  out  of  the 
way.  One  of  them  inhabits  the  coastwise  streams  east  of 
the  AUeghanies,  and  the  other  the  Mississippi  Basin  ;  and, 
as  they  are  as  voracious  as  their  larger  relatives,  they  are 
great  pests  in  trout  streams  and  ponds.  Long  Island 
brooks  are  infested  with  them,  and  they  devoar  trout  fry 
in  great  numbers,  as  well  as  the  young  of  other  fishes. 


Mr.  Mather  also  advises  his  readers  to  "  keep  cool." 
"  When  a  pickerel  seizes  a  spoon  hook  it  is  either  well 
hooked  or  lost  at  the  moment  of  contact,  as  the  fish  knows 
at  once  that  it  has  made  a  mistake,  and  will  get  rid  of  the 
combination  of  steel  and  other  ingredients  if  possible. 
With  a  minnow  or  frog  it  is  different.  The  pickerel  may 
take  it  crosswise  in  its  month  and  run  to  cover  with  it. 
Let  him  run  and  have  time  to  gloat  over  his  prize,  eject  it, 
and  take  it  head  on  and  pouch  it.  This  may  consume 
some  minutes,  during  which  there  is  no  sign  of  life  at  the 


460 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[June  18,  1898 


far  end  of  the  line.    Wait.    After  the  bait  is  fairly  down 
the  pickerel  moves  and  finds  itself  fast,  and  then  the 
angler  may  begin  the  fight  with  no  danger  of  drawing  the 
bait  away  and  alarming  bis  game  bv  a  premature  move 
ment." 


The  twenty-third  annual  dinner  of  the  Nottingham 
Welirngton  Angling  Society  took  place  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing. The  president,  Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  wa?  in  the  chair 
and  Mr.  F.  Warsop  in  the  vice  chair.  "  Sam's"  seating 
capacity  was  taxed  to  the  uttermost  to  provide  for  the 
large  and  influential  company  present.  The  dinner,  which 
was  up  to  the  usual  standard  (for  the  Notts  boys  know 
how  to  dine),  was  served  by  host  "  Sam  "  Bestow,  who 
1^  was  feared  would  not  be  able  to  accommodate  the 
VVelhngtons  much  longer,  as  his  house  (the  Wellington)  is 
coming  down  to  make  way  for  a  more  palatial  edifice.  Of 
course  there  were  the  usual  toasts,  and,  under  the  genial 
chairmanship  of  the  renowned  "  W.  G,,"  there  were  the 
usual  up-to-date  and  "  spicv  "  speeches.  Mr.  Warsop 
gave  "The  Wellington  A.S.,"  and  Mr.  W.  Gaskell 
responded. 


The  President  then  prefaced  his  reply  to  the  toast  of 
the  evening  by  remarking  upon  the  prize  awards  of  the 
year  m  connection  with  the  society.  He  said  they  had  had 
two  handsome  challenge  cups  in  their  gift,  one  presented 
by  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  to  be  fished  for  in  Wellington 
waters— Shardlow,  Hoveringham,  or  Stoke— and  the  best 
lisherman  to  hold  it  for  the  jeir.  Anyone  who  had  his 
name  inscribed  on  the  cup  three  times  was  entitled  to 
claim  it  as  his  absolute  property.  Last  year  Mr.  F.  W. 
K.  Wallis  was  the  winner,  and  the  same  gentleman  was 
also  successful  this  year.  The  other  handsome  piece 
ot  pJate  had  been  presented  by  their  esteemed  friend 
Mr.  Hooley.  It  was  thought  it  would  be  an  inducement 
tor  halt-day  fishermen  to  offer  it  them  for  competition, 
but  unfortunately  the  number  of  competitors  nullified 
the  arrangements.  Mr.  Wallis  then  suggested  that  the 
two  pups  should  be  fished  for  in  two  sections,  the  Hooley 
cup  m  the  Shardlow  section,  and  the  Bromley  cup  in  (he 
lower  section,  because  Sir  Henry  was  connected  with  that 
section,  and  had  given  them  the  free  right  to  use  for 
twenty-one  years  a  part  of  the  river  over  which  he  had 
control.  This  arrangement  had  been  decided  upon,  and 
had  now  come  into  operation. 

 >  »  »  »  <  

The  Wellingtons  had  had  a  long  history  and  periods  of 
development  which  had  carried  along  with  it  respon- 
sibilities, and  these  had  not  altogether  kept  pace  with  the 
membership.  Lately  they  had  found  that  they  had  to 
increase  their  subscription  to  meet  the  responsibilities 
which  had  presented  themselves.  It  was  also  anticipated 
not  long  ago,  that  they  were  to  still  further  add  to  their 
stretches  of  water,  and  the  proposed  new  stretches  were 
convenient  and  accessible  to  those  they  already  held.  The 
negotiations  for  those  stretches  had  not  been  completed. 
Ihey  rightly  posed  as  the  premier  society  of  Notting- 
ham. They  were  looking  forward  to  the  forth- 
coming season  being  a  better  one  than  the  past.  The 
weather  has  been  of  a  character  to  cleanse  the  river 
and  reports  from  the  keepers  were  also  favourable.  The 
Follution  Society,  of  which  their  organisation  was  the 
tather,  had  been  actively  watching  operations  during  the 
past  few  months  with  regard  to  the  extension  of  the 
bewage  Farm.  There  had  been  a  lessening  of  fish  poison- 
ing from  sewage  sources  below  Stoke  during  the  year 
J.  hey  hailed  with  delight  the  extension  which  was  now 
taking  pJace,  but  that  it  would  be  adequate^  they  did  not 
expect,  because  the  population  of  Nottingham  was  240,000 
and  with  the  new  addition  the  acreage  of  the  farm  would 
be  1600.  It  would  take  2400  acres  to  deal  effectively  with 
the  sewage  of  the  city,  and  he  assumed  that  there  would 
still  be  a  third  go  into  the  Trent. 


The  president  then  handed  over  the  following  prizes  • 
The_  Bromley  Challenge  Cup,  for  the  best  record  of 
specimen  fish,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis;  the  president's  gold 
medal,  Mr.  8._  Wallis,  bream;  committee's  medals, 
Messrs.  H.  Lewis,  barbel ;  T.  Large,  chub;  F.  W  K 
WaUis,  roach ;  and  G.  Clayton,  perch.  A'otes  of  thanks 
were  accorded  to  Mr.  Bestow,  who  feelingly  responded  • 
to  the  Chairman,  Vice  ■  Chairman,  and  Artistes  " 
During  the  evening  an  excellent  musical  programme  was 
gone  through.  Songs  were  rendered  by  Mr.  J.  Turner 
^"jrons  songs  by  Mr.  Willie  Martin,  violin  solos  by  Mr! 
W.H.  Whitehead,  clarionet  solos  by  Mr.  C.  Jarvis  flute 
solos  by  Mr.  F.  Warren,  and  selections  by  the  Wellington 
Band,  which  was  composed  as  follows:  Messrs  W 
Gregery  (piano),  W.  H.  Whitehead  (violin),  F.  Warren 
(flute),  C.  Jarvis  (clarionet),  and  C.  K.  Flower  (oboe) 
Mr.  Gregory  was  the  accompaniest  of  the  evening 

 >***<  

The  British  Sea  Anglers  on  Wednesday  evening  last 
listened  to  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  lecture,  fnllv 
wvu'^^'f^i'y.^'''"''^™^'  ""^s,  reels,  leads,  and  ledgers. 
Without  a  doubt  sea  fishing  is  being  reduced  to  a  science. 

if-  warmly  thanked  for  the  able  manner  in 

which  he  handled  the  subject,  which  for  many  years  past 
has  been  his  especial  hobby.  It  is  hoped  that  some 
extracts  from  the  paper.  Bottom  Fishing  in  Salt  Water  " 
jvill  appear  in  the  next  issue.  ' 

 >♦»»<  

Mr.  E.  Collinson,  hon.  secretary  of  the  St.  Ives  and 
District  .^.S.,  has  sent  me  on  my  book  of  rules  and 
permit  to  fash  the  waters  preserved  by  that  society  The 
pnvilege  tickets  are  now  ready,  and  London  anglers  would 
do  well  to  join  the  St.  Ives  A.S.  The  waters  under  their 
jurisdiction  are  well  stocked  with  coarse  fish,  and  the 
dharge  for  membership  is  only  2s.  6d.  per  annum.  Another 
atretch  has  been  added— a  distance  of  two  and  a  half  mUes 


— from  Blunlisham  to  the  Suspension  Bridge  at  Earith 
Mr.  E.  CoUinson  is  working  very  hard  indeed  for  the  con 
tinued  prosperity  of  the  St.  Ives  A.S.  In  addition  to 
pike,  chub,  perch,  breim,  and  roach,  there  are  some  good 
trout  to  be  obtained.  The  society  is  ina  very  flourishing  con- 
dition, and  under  the  able  management  of  its  officers  bids 
fair  to  so  continue.  On  Friday  evening  last  twenty  new 
members  were  elected  (seven  of  them  ladies). 

 )  »t»  (  

Mk.  J.  J.  Hakdy  (from  Alnwick)  "  dropped  in"  on  me 
on  Thursday  June  16,  and  in  the  coi:rse  of  conversation 
I  learned  that  he  had  had  some  good  trout  fishing  on  the 
Kennetfc.  The  line  with  which  he  contrived  to  capture 
ten  and  half  brace  in  one  day— and  return  about  ten 
brace— was  a  marvel.  It  reminded  me  of  one  of  the  old 
flags  we  see  in  Greenwich  Hospital—"  Had  braved  the 
battle  and  the  breeze  !  "  I  think  J.  J.  will  invest  in  a 
new  cast  before  he  resumes  his  fishing.    May  Fly  or  no 

May  Fly,  he  knew  how  to  cast  for  the  fish,  and  got 

'em ! 


Writing  from  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  Mr.  W. 
Howes  says  the  river  Lark  has  had  a  good  scouring  out 
m  consequence  of  the  extremely  heavy  rains  lately 
experienced.  Some  good  trout  were  taken  during  the 
week ;  also  several  jack,  which  the  society  wish  taken  out 
of  the  water.  The  cold  weather  has,  it  is  hoped,  departed, 
and  with  a  little  more  warmth  the  prospects  of  fishing  are 
rosy. 


EoD  AND  Reel. 
A  thousand  rills  from  a  hundred  hills 

Come  tumbling  merrily  down, 
And  they  change  the  hue  of  the  stream  so  blue 

To  a  rich  and  beautiful  brown. 
'Tis  the  colour  the  angler  loves  to  see 

In  the  waters  that  past  him  glide  ; 
And  he  merrily  sings  as  his  line  he  flings 

On  the  breast  of  the  sparkling  tide. 

CHORUS. 

Hurrah  for  the  loch  and  the  stream  ! 
Hurrah  for  the  rod  and  the  reel ! 

Hurrah  for  the  hills. 

The  rippling  rills, 
And  the  well-filled  willow  creel ! 

Some  may  lightly  laugh,  they  know  not  half 

The  joy  that  anglers  feel 
When  the  line  goes  swish,  with  the  bolting  fish, 

And  whirr  goes  the  spinning  reel. 
And  when,  on  the  banks  of  the  pebbly  beach, 

One  lands  his  silvery  foe. 
He  feels  like  a  knight  who  in  hard  won  tight 

Has  stricken  his  enemy  low. 
Chorus— Then  hurrah,  &c. 

Hurrah  for  the  burns,  with  twists  and  turns. 

Where  the  lurking  black  trout  lie 
So  quiet  and  cool,  in  the  still  dark  pool, 

And  snap  at  the  glancing  fly. 
Where  the  mountiia  breeze,  so  cool  and  sweet. 

Blows  fresh  o'er  hill  and  sea  ; 
Where  the  lav'rock  sings  till  the  welkin  rings, 

Oh,  that's  the  spot  for  me. 

Chorus— Then  hurrah,  &o. 
Grantown-on-Spey.  Hames  Ho. 


Holiday  Notes  in  East  Anglia  "  is  a  well  written 
well  illustrated  book  of  close  on  100  pages,  descriptive  of 
Holiday  Resorts  in  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Essex."  The 
Great  Eastsrn  Railway  Company  announce  that  on 
apphcation  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Liverpool- 
street,  copies  may  be  obtained  gratis. 

This  Ib  what  it  says  about  Wroxham  :  "  Wroxham, 
htteen  miles  from  Cromer,  is  the  most  convenient  poiat 
trom  which  to  visit  the  most  picturesque  and  beautiful 
part  ot  the  Broad  district.  The  river  Bare  is  navigable, 
and  tree  to  anglers,  and  teems  with  bream,  roach,  pike,  and 
perch.  Wroxham  is  a  great  yachting  rendezvous,  where 
Dleasure  whernes  and  yachts  are  always  to  be  seen  in  num- 
sers.  To  persons  having  only  a  limited  time  at  their  disposal 
in  which  to  see  the  broads,  Wroxham  is  by  far  the  best 
starting  point.  A  mile  and  a  half  down  is  the  sinuous 
river,  with  its  wooded  banks  and  its  reed  and  flower 
fringed  margins,  is  Wroxham  Broad,  the  most  generally 
attractive  of  all.  Entrance  can  be  obtained  by  the 
southern  opening  only.  The  fishing  is  preserved,  but 
permission  is  readily  granted.  It  is,  however,  equally 
as  good  in  the  free  river.  Boating  on  the  broad  is 
freely  permitted,  subject  to  certain  necessary  regulations 
Opposite  Wroxham  Broad  are  Hoveton  Broads,  now  closed 
to  the  public.  A  little  lower  down  are  the  two  Salhouse 
Broads,  which  are  favourite  haunts  of  numerous  artists. 
Boating  IS  permitted,  but  fisTiing  is  not.  At  Horning 
Ferry  there  is  a  comfortable  hotel,  kept  by  Mr.  W. 
Crowe,  and  the  place  is  a  favourite  anglins;  resort,' four 
miles  from  Wroxham  by  road,  and  eight  m'iles  by  river. 
Two  miles  lower  down  the  river  is  Ranworth  Broad,  the 
left  hand  portion  of  which,  as  descending  the  dyke  from 
the  river,  is  navigable  to  the  village." 

My  last  week-end  "  look  round  "  was  to  Wroxham.  A 
quiet  row  up  the  river,  in  one  of  Mr.  Read's  comfortable 
boats,  as  far  as  Salhouse,  noting  on  the  way  the  prospects 
ot  the  present  season.  Scores  of  men,  each  armed  with  a 
bundle  of  rods  and  a  rush  basket,  had  been  fishing  all  night 
on  the  11th,  and,  owing  to  the  exceedingly  cold  weather,  had 
but  very  poor  sport.  There  is  no  close  time  on  the  Bure. 
I  hat  IS  not  my  fault.  It  is  said  that  the  fish  are  so  plentiful. 


that  there  is  no  necessity  for  protection  !  Very  well.  In 
a  few  years  we  shaU  see.  I  do  know  that  the  fish  are  not 
so  plentiful  as  they  were  ten  years  ago.  The  Bure  was  in 
splendid  condition,  and  just  the  colour  beloved  of  the 
coarse  fisherman.  During  a  short  stay  at  Norwich  I 
strolled  by  the  same  river,  which  meandered  lazily 
through  the  arches  of  the  bridge,  and  must  confess  that 
the  whole  surface,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  was 
literally  alive  with  fry. 


A  VERY  strong  variety  programme  is  provided  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  just  now,  in  which  every  popular  element 
will  be_ found.  There  is  also  the  Art  Metal  Exhibition, 
which  is  open  from  ten  o'clock  daily,  and  which  includes 
an  absolutely  unique  Loan  Collection,  and  in  connection 
with  i;his  exhibition  forges  are  at  work  daily  with  competi- 
tions in  handicraft  manipulating  art  metal  work.  All  may  i 
be  seen  for  the  single  admission  of  one  shilling. 

The  United  Brothers'  A.S.,  of  Deptford  fame,  held 
their  annual  dinner  on  Thursday  of  last  week.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Cooper  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  W.  R.  ("  Teddy  ")  Lawes 
filled  the  vice-chair,  and  right  well  he  did  it.  A  s  will  be 
seen  in  another  column,  there  was  a  good  feed,  g  lod  music, 
and,  best  of  all,  good  fellowship.  Why  do  all  the  angling 
societies  fix  Thursdays  for  their  festivities  ?  a  day,  every- 
one knows,  I  am  fixed  up  here.  Please  think  of  it  in 
future  you  boys  who  are  responsible  for  my  missing  so 
many  good  dinners.  I  like  a  good  dinner,  and  it  seems  a 
bit  rough  to  miss  all  this  fun. 


MA.JOR  John  P.  Traherne,  who  rents  two  miles  of 
splendid  salmon  fishing  in  the  Shannon,  at  Killaloe,  has 
just  secured  for  the  remainder  of  June,  and  all  of  July, 
Mr.  S.  J .  Hurley's  mile  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  fishing 
at  that  station. 


William  Allrod  is  out  for  his  first  punting  and  fish- 
ing excursion,  and  pulls  out  a  remarkably  small  and  mis« 
shapen  gudgeon,  weighing  something  under  an  ounce. 

Hallo,"_  he  exclaims,  "what  fish  do  you  call  this  ?  " 

Well,  sir,"  replies  the  old  and  experienced  boatman, 

if  I  were  you  I  should  let  it  go,  and  then  call  it  a  171b. 
pike. 

 >♦»♦<  

Me.  B.  E.  Bambridgb  says  that  "after  over  twenty 
years  writing  from  this  district,  I  regret  to  say  this  will  be 
nay  last  report  to  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Kindly  convey 
through  your  columns  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  many  kind 
friends  1  have  had  along  Thames-side,  and  when  any  of 
them  are  passing  8,  Duke-street,  Grosvenor-squai-e,  W., 
I  hope  theywill  remember  '  Auld  Lang  Syne.'  " 


I  AM  asked  to  state  that,  "  through  the  kind  permission 
of  Mr.  Barrett,  proprietor,  '  Old  Joe '  will  again  be  in 
attendance  at  the  Dagenham  fisheries  to  supply  them 
with  a  good  cup  of  tea,  &c.,  during  the  season  ;  and  those 
wishing  to  have  a  good  day's  fishing  could  not  do  better 
ttian  try  there,  as  there  are  plenty  of  all  kinds  of  fish. 
Three  bags  of  bream  and  roach,  in  good  condition,  have 
been  taken  recently,  weighing  quite  301b.  each  bag; 
bream  going  21b.  each;  and  Mr.  W.  Woodford,  of  the 
Stepney  Anglers,  bad  two  very  fine  eels,  quite  71b. ;  the 
two  other  anglers  having  bags  of  eels  from  31b.  to  51b." 

 >»♦♦<  

He  whipped  the  stream  with  his  painted  fly 

From  morn  to  night  as  the  bass  went  by, 

With  many  a  curve  and  graceful  swing, 

But  he  didn't  catch  a  single  thing. 

Beyond  him,  on  the  bank  of  the  stream, 

Sat  a  lazy  boy  in  a  lazy  dream 

With  a  bent  pin  hook  and  worm  for  bait ; 

He  pulled  them  in  at  an  easy  rate. 

"  How's  this  ?  "  the  man.    The  boy  :  "  You  see. 

They  ain't  no  fllies  on  my  hook,"  said  he.  • 

— "  Hard  Tack,"  in  R.  S.  S'  P. 

 »♦<♦<  

According  to  the  man  of  the  world  and  his  wife,  there 
are  few  things  impossible  to  the  angler— that  paragon  of 
all  that  is  good  and  true,  that  model  of  unfiltered  veracity. 
As  you  know,  some  provincial  streams  harbour  all  kinds 
of  lish,  from  jack  to  old  kettles  and  boots,  but  one  would 
scarcely  look  for  soles  and  silver  eels  in  one  and  the  same 
stretch  of  water.  Evidently  these  are  some  of  the  good 
things  peculiar  to  "  ould  Oireland  "— the  land  I  love  so 
well— bless  her  !  A  party  of  friends  were  out  on  a  fishing 
excursion  in  the  Killarney  district,  and  meeting  a  native, 
one  asked  him  what  was  to  be  caught  in  the  stream  close 
by.  Among  other  fish  Pat  mentioned  soles.  "Why," 
exclaimed  one  of  the  party,  "  you  don't  find  soles  iu 
rivers."  But  Pat  was  positive,  and  offered  to  bet 
ha!f-a-sovereign  that  if  one  of  the  party  would 
set  his  line  overnight,  he  would  find  a  sole  on  it  in  the 
morning.  The  wager  was  made,  and  the  line  set.  Next 
morning  the  party  went  down  to  the  stream,  and  the 
angler  said  that  he  had  a  bite.  "  It's  an  eel,"  said  he. 
"  Sure  it's  a  sole,"  said  Pat.  The  angler  pulled  the  line  out, 
and  when  he  saw  his  catch  his  anger  was  great.  Neither 
was  it  soothed  when  Pat  held  out  his  hand  for  the  ten 
shillings,  remarking,  "  Shure,  and  it's  iligant  sport  you  be 
afther  having,  for  you  have  got  a  sole  an'  (h)eel  at  one 
bite,  shure  an'  you  have."  I  am  afraid  that  Pat  had  paid 
a  midnight  visit  to  that  line,  and  it's  just  possible,  if  I  had 
been  one  of  the  party,  he  would  have  been  heeled. 


What  matters?  Why  so  par-ti-cu-lar ?  A  corre- 
spondent is  nngallant  enough  to  doubt  Mrs.  Drag's 
authority  as  to  the  S.  TrfWois,  and  says :  "If  the  truth 
was  known,  they  were  not  "  tiied-uns  "  but  "  fried-uns." 

DOAQNICI. 


June  18,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  My  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  GHIse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME 
CATTTION.-The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Mshing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 

DAVID  SLATER 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 


Manufacturer  of  all  kinds  of  Fishing  Rods 
in  Built  Cane  &  Green  fieart,  Reels  &  Tackle. 

TROUT  RODS.  '  ^'^t^,\tl^,lTl^'' 

Ditto,  lOMt.  to  lift. ,  price  £2  7s.  6d. ;  with  Steel 
Centre,  15s.  extra. 

The  "CH&UPIOiar "  Graenlieart  PLY 

BOD,  3  joints  and  very  best  finish,  253. 


THE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCS  (Registered). 


This  Winch  is  made  in  two  sizes,  2 Jin.  and  3iin.. 
with  cliclj  or  silent  check.    It  has  two  special 
recommendations,  extreme  lightness  and  quicli 
winding.    Price,  2f  in.,  lOs.  6d. ;  3iin.,  12s.  6d. 

Important  to  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
thronehont  the  Kingdom. 

DAVID  SLATER,  of  Newark-on-Trent,  being 
the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufacturer  of 
the  world-wide  known  "Nottingham"  Pattern 
Winches  in  their  various  forms,  and  holding  as 
he  does  by  far  the  largest  stock  of  timber  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  such  manufacturers — hundreds 
of  thousands  of  blocks  in  various  stiges  of 
seasoning — is  prppared  to  supply  the  trade  direct 
at  lowest  prices.  A  Special  New  Pattern 
"Slater's  Wonder,"  in  nine  sizes,  2in.  to  4in.,  if 
made  on  similar,  but  much  improved  lines  to  the 
old  and  out  of  date  iron  back  production. 
"  Slater's  Wonder  "  has  a  solid  brass  back,  and 
yet  costs  less  than  the  old  pattern. 

SELL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE 
AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT. 

Send  for  my  New  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAPI^I  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
nAu^LLO  Seals' Fnr,  Figs'  Wool,  &c! 

ALL   COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST, 

g.  HAYNES  Sundays  Well-road  Cork. 


To  Amaieor  Koa  and  Fly  Jaasers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Qbbehhijlbt,  Hickoet,  ok  Lancewood  : 
Uin.    Sn.    |in.     Jin.     iin.     Jin.  2ft.  Ion?. 
1/-  3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length 

1/6  8d.    7d.    6d.    6d.    4d.  Sift.  long. 

And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 
Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and  every 
Requisite  for  Rod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to  suit 
all  waters,  or  dre,ssed  to  pattern.  Is.  and  Is.  6d  per 
doz.  ijoaters,  2s.  per  doz. ;  Sample  half  dozen  to 
any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS.-Hackles  in  Red,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours.  Id.  per 
Aoz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed  Hackles, 
IJd.  per  doz 

WiHGS  PEH  Paie.— starlings,  lid. ;  Snipe,  lid. : 
Woodcock,  3d.;  Waterhen,  8d. ;  Partridge,  lid.- 
Golden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  IJd. 

Floss  asd  TTiaa  Silks.  9d.  per  doz.  hanks,  all 

WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 
as.  Market  PUoe,  aSaaelraBtvr. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNESIDE,"  "  WANSBECK,"  and  other 
Eods.  Any  orders  received  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our 
customers  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  with  almost  every 
rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "  ANGLER'S  GUIDE  "  and  Illustrated  list  of  Eods  and  every 
Angling  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover 
postage. 

Our  Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 

£    s.  d. 


No. 
40 
41 
42 


13ft. 
14ft. 
15ft. 


0  16  6 

0  18  6 
10  0 


LOCH  AND  TROUT  FLIES 

s 


(  Miss 

'l  Cheli 


Neatly  and  Carefully 
Dressed 

fOn  Gut  orF.yed  Ilooks) 

N.  G.  LITTLEJOHN, 

'ractica!  Fly  Dreiier, 

Chelmsford-rd.,  Woodford. 


Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"  We  also  Hked  several  other  patterns  of   rods,    especially  a  '  Coqnetdale 
fourteen -footer  ;  this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and 
discovered  great  power." — Angler. 

"The  '  Coquetdale '  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons." — Land 
and  Water. 

"  The  '  Coquetdale  '  is  an  especially  good  pattern." — Rod  and  Gun. 


Our  Special  " TYNESIDE  "  SaFmon  Rods 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c.,  similar 
to  our  "  Tyneside  "  Trout  Eods,  in  partition  bag,  complete — • 


No. 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 


16ft. 

17ft. 

18ft. 

19ft.- 

20ft. 


"  Dear  Sib, — The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout 
our  holiday,  and  we  wera  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod, 
but  my  fisherman  was  delighted  with  it. 

"  It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a 
month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  difficult 
water,  and  with  trying  winds,  than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.     "  C.  H.  G." 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895-96. 

"  We  handled  an  18ft.  '  Tyneside,'  which  was  just  perfect  in  balance,  and  played 
through  to  the  butt  in  grand  style,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  North- 
country  firm  had  little  to  learn  about  rod  making." — Land  and  Water,  1895. 

"  We  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods.  We  had  the 
pleasure  some  time  ago  of  taking  a  friend's  rod  for  an  hour  on  a  salmon  reach,  and 
it  was  one  of  this  make.  They  are  used,  we  believe,  very  extensively  by  the  anglers 
on  Tyneside,  who  swear  by  them  at  all  times." — Angler,  1896. 

"  The  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods  are  remarkably  cheap  and  of  splendid  value,  double 
brazed,  and  finished  in  the  best  style." — Rod  and  Criin,  1896. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Telephone,  -5611.        Telegraphic  Address  :  "  FlSHlNS.' 


ESTABLISHED  1819, 


HENRY  WHITTY 

(Late  EDMONDSON), 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  omy  Address.  LIVERPOOL 

Maker  of  EODS  (Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  Lancewood,  Washaber,  Cane,  or 
Split  Cane)  for  EIVEE,  LAKE,  and  SEA  FISHING.  EODS,  FLIES,  &c.,  made  on 
the  Premises  to  any  design.  Eeels,  Lines,  Landing  Nets,  Gaffs,  Bags,  Minnows, 
Spoons,  PCies  (Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Grayling,  Trout).  WADING  STOCKINGS, 
12s.  6d.  (Splendid  Value).   Trousers,  Coats,  Brogues.   BAIT  for  Bottom  Fishing. 

Other  Departments  are  the  Cricket,  Lawn  Tennis,  Polo,  Croquet,  and  Golf 
HAMMOCKS,  from  4s.  6d.    GARDEN  TENTS,  Cane  Walking  Stick  Seats,  16s.  6d. 

HENRY  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 


COLN&  MIDLAND  STREAMS. 

Suitable  Trouting  Tackle. 
POWELL, 
FAIRFORD,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Sole  Agent  for  James  Ogden,  Cheltenham. 

SHOW'S 
WATERPROOF  DRESSING  for  LINES 

Imparts  a  pleasant  flexibility,  and  does 
not  rot  the  lines.  Easily  and  quickly 
applied.  Price,  per  cake,  Is. ;  post  free. 
Is.  2d.— Shaw,  40,  Bagby-road,  Wood- 
house-lane,  Leeds. 

STRftWSON'S  WflTERPROoT 

It  is  the  best  composition  in  the  world 
for  keeping  your  feet  warm  and  dry. 
It  lias  been  used  by  all  the  leading 
sportsmen  in  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  for  over  thirty  years. 


gend  for  1  -  Box,  post  free. 

Testimonials  from  :  E.  R.  Wetherill,  Es<i 
(Horse  Gnaxds),  H.  Cholmondeley  Peunell 
Lsq.,  Alex.  Wm.  Adair,  Esq.,  Capt.  J.  Francis 
tusr,  Sir  Hope  Grant,  E.  Ellis,  Esq.,  and  Capt 
Tlieodore  William. 


.-•S,"'''  by  all  Sporting  Houses  Gun 
Makers,  and  Shoe  Makefs. 


BOOK  OF  TESTIMONIALS  POST  FREE. 

STRA.WSON    and  CO., 

LADY    LANE,  LEEDS. 


EUMANS  UNIVERSAL 

■MBROCATION  1/j, 


EUMATISM  /  12 
MBAGO. 
ISES. 
>'T  COLD?.  ^ 


n    1  WILI.  HAVt 

,  OR  ^ 

IWlLL  HAVE  NONE  '. 


Trepcirecl  onl^ 

5L0UGH  ENGLAND, 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[June  18,  1898 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Monday's  meeting,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
W.  Edmonds,  was  an  exceedingly  interesting  one,  most  of 
the  members  present  having  good,  bad,  and  indifferent 
stories  to  relate  of  their  May  Ply  fishing  experiences. 
Besides  this,  Mr.  C.  Butler,  who  had  just  returned  from 
the  recent  National  Angling  Club  competition  on  Loch- 
leven,  gave  a  graphic  account  of  this  important  Scottish 
gathering.  He  said  he  had  worked  hard  to  get  among  the 
first  six,  and,  had  he  had  a  turn  of  luck,  he  most  certainly 
would  have  been  one  of  the  half  dozen  prize  winners.  He 
caught  nine  fish,  which  gave  him  the  thirteenth  place,  a 
somewhat  similar  position  to  that  which  he  occupied  in 
1897.  He  lost  four  other  fish,  two  of  which  were  brought 
to  the  boat ;  the  giUie,  however,  lost  them  in  attempting 
to  land  them,  a  piece  of  misfortune  which,  undoubtedly, 
prevented  his  rame  appearing  higher  up  in  the  list.  When 
the  proceedings  began,  the  loch  was  like  a  sheet  of  glass  ; 
it  was  absolutely  rippleless,  and  the  sun  was  shining 
strongly.  A  slight  breeze  sprang  up  in  the  afternoon,  but 
only  half  the  number  of  trout  were  taken  compared 
with  those  creeled  last  year.  Mr.  Butler  also  gave 
an  interesting  description  of  a  day's  fishing 
he  had  had  with  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  the  society's 
respected  hon.  treasurer,  whom  he  had  met  in 
the  north  in  the  best  of  health  and  spirits.  Mr.  G.  J. 
Chatterton  stated  that  he  had  been  fishing  at  Matlock 
Bath,  but,  thanks  to  the  vile  east  wind,  had  had  the  very 
worst  of  sport.  Mr.  Archer  White,  on  the  Kennett 
and  Moor  stream,  had  a  similar  tale  of  woe  to  unfold. 
Mr.  F.  Ward  was  more  fortunate,  having  taken  a 
trout  of  over  31b.  on  the  Kennett.  On  the  Thames 
Mr.  R.  Bradfoird  had  been  trouting.  He  got  jack, 
a  barbel  of  51b.,  and  a  good  perch,  but  no  tront, 
thanks  again  to  the  inclement  weather.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Bywaters  had  creeled  several  brace  of  fith  on  the  Kennett, 
and  mentioned  that  the  roach  there  were  only  just  now 
spawning,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  close  time 
for  this  fish  was  based  upon  an  erroneous  conception  of  its 
habits.  Messrs.  Bridgman,  Du  Port,  McFee,  and  Clay, 
had  nothing  of  importance  to  record  in  the  way  of  catches. 
Mr.  Horace  Brown,  as  usual,  gave  a  witty  description  of  a 
trout  excursion  he  had  made  to  some  private  water  on  the 
Ver.  He  said  the  miller  had  dammed  the  water  (back), 
and  he  returned  the  compliment  to  the  miller,  quite  sotto 
voce,  however,  be  it  added.  Still,  despite  the  lowness  of 
the  river,  Mr.  Brown  took  a  jack,  a  few  dace,  a  nice  chub, 
and  a  handsome  trout  of  21b.  9oz.  The  latter,  so  low  was 
the  stream,  had  to  be  conducted  over  "  highways  and 
byways,"  and  even  when  brought  to  the  bank  there  was 
not  sufiicient  of  the  liquid  element  to  allow  of  the  fish 
being  netted  in  the  orthodox  fashion.  Remembering  how 
he  used  to  go  butterfly  catching  in  his  childhood's  days,  the 
angler  popped  the  net  over  the  fish,  let  the  latter  wriggle 
into  it  somehow,  and  then  dragged  it  unresistingly 
on  to  the  shore.  Mr.  H.  Harden  had  a  splendid 
tale  to  tell  of  several  days'  grand  May  Fly 
fishing,  chiefly  on  the  Kennett.  He  hooked  the  well-known 
giant  in  the  Moor  stream — a  7-ponnder — but  lost  it. 
Another  fish  of  over  31b.  he  put  the  net  under,  but  the 
fish  went  out  at  the  bottom.  Then  he  played  it  through 
the  net,  but  lost  it  after  all.  Other  fish  took  the  flies,  and 
left  him  the  gut  only,  due  to  his  using  drawn  tips.  Mr. 
Harden  deprecated  this,  urging  that  it  was  better  to  rise 
fewer  fish  on  medium  gut  casts,  and  secure  them, 
than  hook  several  on  drawn  tips  and  be  broke.  Mr. 
Harden's  best  day's  take  was  foir  and  a  half  brace,  the 
largest  fish  weighing  over  31b. ;  the  next  brace  21b.  8oz. 
apiece,  another  21b.  each,  and  the  rest  over  lib.  each. 
Besides  this  big  bagof  trout  he  caught  a  roach  of  lib.  12oz., 
and  a  dace  15in.  long.  Altogether,  his  total  take  on  the 
days  he  had  fished  was  twenty-five  brace  of  good  fish. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  had  also  done  very  well  indeed  on 
the  Kennett,  taking  four  and  a  half  brace  of  fish ;  and  Mr. 
H.  Mark*,  on  the  Ver,  secured  a  nice  trout  of  nearly  31b. 
Dr.  Patterson  related  a  most  successful  outing  he  had  had, 
and  drew  attention  to  a  paper  on  sea  fishing  to  be  read  by 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parktr,  on  Wednesday,  before  the  B.S.A.S., 
inviting  any  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  who  cared 
to  hear  it  to  attend.  The  hon.  librarian  mentioned  that 
Mr.  Kent  had  presented  the  society  with  a  neat  little  fish 
register,  which  was  handed  round  the  table  for  inspection. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon- 
street  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  June  15,  Mr.  H.  McFee  in 
the  chair,  and  was  well  attended.  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke 
reported  the  capture  of  pollack  at  Deal ;  Mr.  Browning 
had  caught  six  flounders,  the  largest  about  |lb. ;  Mr. 
Wood,  fishing  at  Shoreham,  had  a  good  take  of  whiting, 
and  Eaid  a  good  many  boats  were  out,  and  all  had  fair 
takes.  He  reported  that  C.  Peacock,  boatman.  South- 
wick,  had  several  boats,  and  was  reasonable  in  his  charges. 
He  would  take  an  angler  out  for  a  day  for  4s.,  or  two  for 
8s.  Mr.  Wood  had  a  boat,  without  boatman,  from  Mr. 
Jackson,  from  two  o'clock  to  7.30,  at  the  not  excessive 
charge  of  2s.  Mr.  Canton  took  twenty  weevers  from  St, 
Leonards  Pier,  the  largest  being  IJlb. ;  flat  fish  were  very 
small.  Several  other  members  also  gave  their  experiences, 
after  which  the  chairman  called  on  Mr.  Parker  for  his 
paper  on  "  Bottom  Fishing  in  the  Sea,"  which  was  of  a 
most  interesting  and  instructive  nature,  and  in  the  course 
of  which  Mr.  Parker  exhibited  a  new  form  of  boom  for 
sea  fishing,  invented  and  patented  by  himself,  which  has 
been  tested  and  found  most  effective.  'The  main  advantages 
are  that  it  allows  a  fish  to  seize  the  bait  and  make  off  with 
it  without  being  warned  by  any  restraint  that  there  is 
danger  in  so  doing,  and  also  ensures  that  the  angler  shall 
not  strike  until  the  fish  has  the  bait  well  gorged,  thus 
ensuring  a  larger  proportion  of  kills  to  bites  than  on  other 
tackle.    Mr.  Parker  illustrated  his  paper  with  specimens 


of  the  tackle,  &c.,  and,  among  other  things,  gave  a  most 
valuable  tip  to  all  who  fish  for  flat  fish,  viz.,  the  use  of 
a  keep-net  for  flounders.  This,  Mr.  Parker  said,  was  a 
very  great  convenience,  keeping  the  fish  fresh,  out  of  the 
angler's  way,  and  safe  till  fishing  ceased.  This  view  was 
endorsed  by  all  present.  He  also  impressed  on  his 
audience  the  disparity  of  weight  in  fish  when  under  water 
and  above,  and  exemplified  the  value  of  a  gaff  and  lauding 
net  for  bringing  the  fish  in'.o  the  boat,  as  their  use  made 
it  possible  to  use  a  lighter  rod  and  line,  and  tackle  generally. 
Mr.  Parker  went  somewhat  in  detail  into  the  mysteries  of 
specific  gravity,  and  made  it  clear  that  under  most  condi- 
tions a  short  rod  was  to  be  preferred  for  sea  fshing, 
showing  that  the  longer  the  rod  used  the  more  strain  was 
thrown  on  it.  He  also  showed  that  it  was  an  advantage 
to  have  plenty  'of  rings,  as  it  allowed  the  rod  to  work 
mcri  truly,  and  gave  it  more  play  on  the  fish.  Mr.  Handley 
reported  that  on  the  12th  he  was  out  using  Mr.  Parker's 
tackle, and  on  a  particularly  bad  daywasthe  only  angler  out 
of  several  who  got  any  flounders.  He  considered  the  tackle 
was  very  effec'iye.  The  reading  was  followed  by  a  most 
interesting  discussion.  Dr.  Patterson  said  that  he  quite 
believed  in  Mr.  Parker's  invention,  and  he  considered  it  to 
be  one  of  the  most  valuable  additions  to  sea  angling  ideas 
made  during  the  last  few  years.  The  majority  of  those 
present  were  desirous  of  trying  Mr.  Parker's  tackle  for 
themselves,  and  as  it  will  be  ready  shortly  they  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  so  doing.  Mr.  Parker  also  showed  a 
disgorger,  whichj  he  said,  he  found  very  useful.  He  also 
showed  by  experiments  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  ledgeiing 
in  a  current  was  [^impossible  ;  it  was  also  equally  impos- 
sible to  ledger  even  in  still  water  unless  the  pull  of  the 
fish  and  the  line  were  on  the  same  level  and  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  hole  in  the  ledger  lead.  By  ledgering  is 
meant  that  the  fish  would  feel  no  i-esistance  from  sinker 
or  Hce.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Parker  for  his 
most  enjoyable  paper,  and  to  the  chairman,  closed  the 
meeting.  Charles  S.  Pattekson,  Hon.  Sec. 


THE  SCOTTISH  TROUT  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


RULES. 
I. — Name  and  Objects. 

1.  The  association  shall  be  called  "  The  Scottish  Trout 
Anglers' Association,"  and  its  object  shall  be  to  promote 
the  interests  of  trout  fishing. 

2.  The  association  shall  use  every  endeavour  to  have  a 
Bill  passed,  by  which  a  close  time  for  yeUow  tront  shall  be 
enacted  for  Scotland. 

3.  The  association  shall  use  its  influence  to  have  the 
existing  law  afiecting  trout  fishing  duly  enforced. 

4.  The  association  may  take  cognisance  of  cases  of 
pollution  of  rivers  and  lochs,  by  bringing  these  under  the 
notice  of  the  Government,  the  county  councils.  Local 
Government  Board,  and  other  responsible  ofiicials. 

5.  The  association  shall  have  power,  by  lease  or  arrange- 
ment, to  increase  the  area  of  fishing  water  available  to  the 
public. 

6.  For  the  promotion  of  social  intercourse  among 
anglers,  and  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the 
association,  clubs  may  be  formed  in  connection  with  it  in 
the  different  angling  centres,  said  clubs  to  acquire  suitable 
premises  for  their  own  use,  and,  upon  certain  terms,  for 
the  use  of  the  association. 

II. — Office  Bbaeebs. 

7.  The  affairs  of  the  association  shall  be  conducted  by 
a  president,  saven  vice-presidents,  secretary,  treasurer, 
and  committee  of  management,  consisting  of  eighteen 
members,  with  power  to  increase  their  number  at  any  time 
to  twenty-five  from  districts  inadequately  represented 
thereon.  The  president,  vice-president,  secretary,  and 
treasurer  shall  be  ex  officiis  members  of  said  committee. 

8.  The  ofiice  bearers  shall  be  elected  at  the  March 
meeting  of  the  association  in  each  year. 

III. — Meetings. 

9.  Two  ordinary  general  meetings  of  the  association 
shall  be  held  in  each  year  in  March  and  November 
respectively,  at  which  the  committee  shall  submit  a  report 
of  the  work  done  during  the  previous  half  year.  At  the 
March  meeting  they  shall  also  submit  a  balance-sheet. 
Such  meetings  shall  be  called  by  circulars  issued  at  least 
one  clear  week  before  their  dates,  and  signed  by  the 
secretary.  No  two  ordinary  general  meetings  shall  be 
held  consecutively  within  the  same  county. 

10.  Special  general  meetings  of  the  association  for  the 
transaction  of  urgent  business  may  be  called  by  the 
president,  or  any  ope  of  the  vice-presidents,  and  the 
secretary.  At  least  three  days'  notice  of  such  meetings 
shall  be  given. 

11.  The  committee  of  management  shall  hold  at  least 
four  ordinary  meetings  in  each  year,  the  date  and  place  of 
each  meeting  to  be  fixed  by  the  committee  at  the  previous 
one  ;  the  secretary  to  give  due  notice  of  such  meetings  by 
circular. 

12.  Special  meetings  of  the  committee  may  be  called  by 
the  secretary  upon  a  requisition  by  the  president,  or  any 
one  of  the  vice-presidents,  or  any  two  members  of  com- 
mittee, or  at  his  own  hand,  and  the  date  and  place  of  such 
meetings  shall  be  fixed  with  reference  to  the  districts 
principally  concerned  and  the  convenience  of  those  upon 
whose  requisition  they  are  called. 

13.  At  ordinary  committee  meetings  seven,  and  at  special 
committee  meetings  five,  shall  be  a  quorum. 

14.  The  president  of  the  association  shall  take  the  chair 
at  all  meetings  at  which  he  may  be  present ;  failing  him, 
one  of  the  vice-presidents,  and  failing  a  vice-president,  a 
member  of  committee. 

15.  The  chairman  at  all  meetings  shall  have  a  vote  and 
a  casting  vote,  and  in  aU  oases,  except  as  "hereinafter 


mentioned,  a  simple  majority  shall  ba  suffioient  tocarry> 
any  motion, 

IV. — DisTEicT  Associations  and  Secretaries. 
16.  Until  district  associations  shall  have  been  formed 
as  aftermentioned,  the  committee  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  secretaries  in  any  districts  of  Scotland.  They 
shall  be  called  "district  secretaries,"  and  their  duties, 
which  shall  be  confined  to  their  own  districts,  shall  ba — 
(1)  To  bring  under  the  notice  of  tie  association  all  cases 
which  fall  within_  the  scope  of  its  objects ;  (2)  to  make 
such  recommendations  as  they  may  see  fit ;  (3)  to  use  their 
endeavour  to  increase  the  membership  of  the  association ; 
and  (4),  generally,  to  work  for  the  objects  of  the  associa- 
tion. When  possible  they  shall  be  members  of  the 
committee  of  management. 

_  17.  When  in  any  district  the  membership  of  the  associa- 
tion shall  exceed  thirty, ,  the  district  secretary,  or,  failing 
him,  any  member  of  the  association  in  that  district,  may 
convene  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  district 
association.  Such  associations  shall  be  named  thus,  "  The 
Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association  (Edinburgh  Dist  ict) 
or  (Lanarkshire  District)."  They  shall  elect  chairmen  and 
secretaries. 

18.  District  associations  shall  meet,  at  least,  four  times 
in  each  year,  and  they  stall,  on  March  1  and  November  1, 
send  brief  reports  concerning  their  districts  to  the 
secretary. 

19.  Every  district  association  shall  be  represented  on 
the  committee  of  management. 

20.  The  association  shall  bear  the  expenses  of  the 
district  asscjiations  in  respect  of  any  proceedings  which 
the  latter  may  have  undertaken  with  the  sanction  of  the 
committee  of  management.  The  associition  shall  also 
bear  the  ordinary  expenses  of  administration  incurred  by 
district  secretaries. 

V. — Membership. 

21.  The  annual  subscription  to  the  association  shall  be 
2s.  6d.  for  each  member,  payable  on  May  1.  Any  member 
in  arrear  with  his  subscription  for  one  year  shall  be  held 
to  have  left  the  association. 

32.  Any  one  desirous  of  becoming  a  life  member  of  the 
association  may,  upon  payment  of  £2  23.,  be  admitted  as 
such. 

VI. — Constitution. 

33.  In  the  administration  of  rules,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5, 
and  6,  the  committee  shall  have  full  discretionary  powers, 
but  their  actings  shall  be  subject  to  review  at  any  general 
meeting. 

24.  These  rules  shall  not  be  altered  or  added  to  unless 
by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  those  present  at  any  general 
meeting,  nor  shall  it  be  competent  for  any  member  of  the 
association  to  move  any  alteration  of  or  addition  to  these 
rules,  except  he  give  one  month's  previous  written  notice 
to  the  secretary  of  his  intention  to  do  so. 


NATIONAL    ANGLING  CLUBS' 
COMPETITION. 

On  Wednesday  morning  last  week,  representatives  from 
thirty-five  angling  clubs  in  Scotland  and  five  from  England, 
along  with  four  members  of  committee,  assembled  at 
Lochleven  pier  to  take  part  in  the  nineteenth  annual  com- 
petition of  the  National  Angling  Clubs'  Association.  The 
competition  is  a  trial  of  skill  between  members  of  angling 
clubs  sheeted  as  the  champion  of  their  club,  who  com- 
pete for  the  coveted  distinction  of  being  the  champion  fly 
fisher  of  the  year. 

Several  days  prior  to  the  event,  the  weather,  which  had 
been  more  favourable  than  usual  for  sport,  gave  place  to 
bright  sunshine,  and  there  was  a  decided  decrease  in  the 
"takes."  On  Wednesday  the  sky  was  unclouded,  and 
there  was  an  absence  of  wind  to  raise  a  "  fishing  "  wave  on 
the  water  or  temper  the  oppressive  atmosphere. 

A  start  was  made  from  the  pier  at  9  a.m.  in  twenty-two 
boats,  places  in  which  were  assigned  the  competitors  by 
ballot.  As  was  to  be  expected  from  the  unfavourable 
weather  conditions,  few  fish  were  rising ;  but  the  skill  of 
the  anglers  showed,  under  the  circumstances,  a  fairly 
good  result,  over  200  trout  being  accounted  for  at  6  p.m., 
when  the  fish  were  weighed.    Tlie  prizes  were  gained  by  : 

Tront.  lb.  oz^ 
1st,  championship,  gold  medal,  and  £12,  Dr. 

Allum,  Bridge  of  AUan  F.C   ...    15   9  15i 

2nd,  £10,  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth,  Kinroas- 

shireF.C   14   7  8 

3rd,  £6,  Jas.  Dick,  Dunfermline  A.C   12  ^  0  7i 

4th,  £4,  Wm.  Gillies,  committee  West  of 

Scotland  A.C     7    6  0 

5th,  £3,  R.  P.  Wilson,  Edinburgh  Amateur 

A.C.    13   5  7i 

6th,  £2,  Dr.  Macniven,  West  of  Scotland 

A.C   9   4  12i- 

For  heaviest  trout,  £2,  Dr.  AUum,  Bridge  of  Allan 
F.C,  21b.  l|oz. 

The  following  were  the  catches  of  the  other  com- 
petitors :  Uddingston  Waltonian  Club,  George  Thomson, 
seven  trout,  41b.  7|oz. ;  St.  Mirin  A  C.  (Paisley),  George 
Davis,  nine,  41b.  6Joz,  ;  St,  Andrew  A.C,  (Edinburgh), 
L.  S.  Spence,  seven,  41b.  loz.;  Perth  A.C,  Jas. 
Hutcheson,  six,  31b.  151b.;  Bsk  (Midlothian)  A.I.A., 
J.  S.  St.  Clair,  six,  31b.  14oz.  ;  Buckland  A.C.  (Glasgow), 
Jas.  Dunlop,five,  31b.  12oz. ;  Piscatorial  Society  (London), 
C.  Butler,  nine,  31b.  9oz. ;  Edinburgh  A.C,  J.  Lyon 
Hamilton,  seven,  31b.  9oz. ;  Waverley  A  C.  (Edinburgh), 
Alexander  Brown,  five,  31b.  7ioz. ;  Falkirk  F.C,  J.  O. 
Macniven,  six,  31b.  2oz. ;  Kelso  A. A  ,  J.  Thompson,  six, 
31b.  2oz. ;  Fifeshire  A.C,  Jas.  Fortune,  five,  31b.  loz. ; 
Newark  Piscatorial  Assoc'acion,  David  Slater,  five, 
21b.  8oz. ;  Northumberland  A.C,  W.  G.  Reynolds,  three, 
21b.  7oz. ;  Clackmannan  F.C,  T.  S.  Knox,  four, 
21b.  5ioz. ;  Glasgow  Clydesdale  A.C,  Thos,  Perry,  fi»e. 
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21b.  ooz. ;  Coatbridge  A. C,  A.  Mackenzie,  three,  21b.  Soz. ; 
Kelvinside  Academical  A.C.,  Heary  Lxmond,  two, 
21b.  3oz.  ;  Edinburgh  Breadalbine  A.C.,  Georg)  Pople, 
five,  21b.  2oz. ;  St.  Mungo  A.C..  Williata  J.  Kobertson,  jun., 
fi.ur,  21b.  loz. ;  Committee  (Dundee  A.C.),  J.  B.  Mills, 
three,  21b.  loz.;  Grfs'aam  AS.  (London),  A'exander 
Wright,  four,  2ib. ;  Committee  (Buckland  A.C.),  H.  W.  H. 
Dunsmure,  four,  21b, ;  Committee  (Esb  Midlothian 
A  I.A.),  Dr.  T.  Spence,  four,  21b. ;  Bothwell  andBlantyre 
A.C.,  G.  W.  M'Creath,  fo:ir,  lib.  14oz.  ;  Callander  A.C., 
G.  B.  Bennet,  three,  lib.  12oz.  ;  EUem  F.C.,  P.  G.  Fa?d, 
five,  lib.  llioz.  ;  Rowbank  A.  C.  (Paisley),  Alex.  Morri- 
son, three,  lib.  lOoz. ;  Edinburgh  Walton  A.C..  Chas.  M. 
Low,  two,  lib.  8oz  ;  Perthshire  F.C.,  W.  Eobertson, 
three,  lib.  7oz. ;  Ptllokshields  AC,  D.  Kater,  two, 
lib.  6|oz.  ;  Junior  Flyfishers  (London),  E.  G.  Woodruff, 
two,  lib.  3oz.  ;  Western  A.C.,  J.  B.  Atkinson,  three, 
lib.  2Joz. ;  GUsgow  Wanderers  A.C.,  G.  Hogg,  two, 
lib.  Icz. ;  Dundee  West-end  A.C.,  John  M'Lcan,  two, 
14os.  ;  Stirling  F.C.,  J.  F.  Mackie,  ore,  12oz. ;  Dundee 
A.C.,  J.  M.  Smieton,  one,  4|oz.  ;  Lochleven  A.A., 
Thomas  Aitken,  did  not  weigh.  Total,  226  trout, 
1271b.  64oz. 

The  annual  competition  by  the  United  Edinburgh 
Angling  Clubs  was  held  on  Friday  last.  There  were  five 
club  teams,  of  six  rods  each.  The  result  of  ths  compatitian 
was  as  follows  :  First,  Waverley,  nineteen  trout,  l-31b.  loz.  ; 
second,  Brsadalbane,  seventeen  trout,  lllb.  7oz.  ;  third, 
Amateur,  fourteen  trout,  101b.  8oz.  ;  fourth,  Walton, 
seven  trout,  olb.  loz.  ;  fifth,  Midlothian,  three  trout, 
lib.  83Z.  Eight  prizes  were  also  awarded,  the  first  being 
gained  by  Mr.  G.  J.  Cargey,  of  the  Amateur  Club,  with  a 
catch  of  fcix  trout,  51b.  12oz.  Mr.  J.  Murdoch,  of  the 
Waverley  Club,  giined  the  p-iz3  for  the  heaviest  trout, 
which  weighed  21b.  lOJoz.  B,  L. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

The  London  L'nited  Angling  Societies'  angling  cDm- 
pttltion,  in  aid  o?  the  funds  of  the  abave  soiiety,  will 
take  place  at  Amberley,  in  the  river  Aran,  oa  July  10. 

Several  valuable  prizes  are  already  promised  for  this 
competition,  to  which  the  committee  would  be  pleased 
to  add,  if  ever  so  small  in  value,  and  which  will  be 
thankfully  received  and  announced  in  the  fishing  journals. 

It  is  to  te  a  roving  competition.  Competitors  to  meet 
at  Ih?  Hovghton  Bridge  Inn,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
spEcial  train  that  leaves  London  Bridge  at  6.55  a.m.,  to 
start  fishing  by  signal,  and  to  weigh  fish  at  the  Houghton 
Bridge  Inn  by  5  o'clock  p  m..  when  the  dojr  will  be 
closed. 

This  competition  is  open  to  members  of  the  Central 
Asjociation,  membsrs  of  the  Anglers'  Associition,  and 
acglers  not  attached  to  either  association. 

One  rod  only  to  be  used.  All  fish  to  weigh  by  Thames 
measurement  with  the  exception  of  iac'x,  bleak,  gudgeon, 
minnows,  and  eels.  Ti3kets  (la.  each)  may  be  obtained  of 
the  comoaittee,  of  the  principal  tackle  makers,  or  of 

S.  Malby.  Hon.  See. 

9,  Canterbury-road,  Islington,  N. 


AXGLING  is  almost  at  a  standstill,  even  where  the  fish 
are  thickest.  The  abnormal  wave  of  heat  presently 
passing  over  the  north  has  brought  the  streams  suddenly 
down  to  their  lowest  level.  There  was  a  slight  spurt  last 
week  after  the  short  spate,  but  it  was  but  momentary. 


Grilse  are  coming  creeping  up  in  numbers,  as  might  be 
noticed  by  the  daily  records  on  the  market  slabs  and  the 
steadily  decreasing  prices.  The  daily  run  on  the  Dee 
increased  from  fifteen  to  twenty  last  wee's:.  If  it  had 
been  from  150  to  200  we  should  have  been  satisfied. 


Nothing  shows  the  backwardness  of  the  season  more 
than  the  returns  of  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board.  They 
own  stations  valued  at  £40,000,  and  are  typical  of  the 
season  on  the  east  coast  as  a  whole.  L"p  to  April  they  had 
dropped  11211b.,  and  in  money  £46  I63.  6d.,  on  last  year's 
returts.  Up  till  the  end  of  May  they  have  dropped 
10,3S31b.,  and  in  money  £5G1  7s.  lid.,  compared  with  last 
jear.  _____ 

The  fact  is  that  the  month  of  May  has  been,  compara- 
tively speaking,  a  blank.  The  run  of  spring  fish  has  been 
exhausted,  and  the  summer  grilse,  salmon,  and  sea  trout 
have  not  yi-t  put  in  an  appearance  on  the  east  coast  in 
force.  Let  us  hope  they  may  all  come  yet  and  redeem 
tliepajt.  _____ 

Lord  and  Lady  Aberdeen  are  coming  home  soon.  His 
lordship  is  one  of  the  most  liberal  patrons  of  the  gentle 
art  in  the  north.  His  waters  are  certainly  not  extensive  ; 
but  with  slight  reservation  they  are  free  to  all  who  care  to 
apply  at  the  estate  office  for  a  ticket,  and  are  as  good,  if 
not  better,  than  many  other  parts  of  the  Tthan,  where 
the  tacksman  .'e7ies  5a.  per  red  per  day. 


Mr.  James  B.  Ingram,  fishery  ofllicer,  was  the  other  day 
presented  with  a  gold  watch,  on  the  occasion  of  his  leaving 
Stornoway  to  take  up  his  duties  at  Aberdeen.  There  was 
a  large  gatheiing  of  fishermen  and  others  to  grace  the 
occasion.  This  speaks  volumes  for  the  esteem  in  which 
Mr.  Ingram  was  held  by  the  west  coast  folks,  and  a 
passport  to  the  hearts  of  those  in  the  east. 


A  good  start  was  made  on  the  Ythan  last  week,  when 
Col.  Hunter  of  Tillery  basketed  151b,  good  finnock  and  sea 
trout,  averaging  about  lib. 


The  Crown  Prince  of  Siain  and  his  four  brothers  are  to 
do  some  sea  trout  angling  and  golfing  on  the  Ythan  and  its 
greens  during  July.  Of  course  they  will  not  have  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  waters  nor  rights  to  the  turf  beyond 
the  common  villager,  but  all  the  spare  room  at  the  hotel 
will  be  monopolised  for  the  nonce. 


Mr.  Andrew  Lang,  "  At  the  Sign  of  the  Ship,"  in  this 
mcnth's  "  Longman's,"  gives  his  experiences  on  the 
Helmsdale  during  the  previous  month  of  May,  which  he 
characterises  as  a  "  series  of  blank  days."  He  naively 
Lints  that  the  secret  of  the  successful  silmon  angler  is  to 
expect  a  fish  at  every  cast,  and,  calculating  foar  casls  par 
minute,  and  eight  hours  on  the  water,  that  hia  failure  lies 
in  the  fact  that  he  is  unable  to  maintain  "  his  interest  in 
each  casi  for  2000  times  on  end  per  diem  in  order  to  get 
ore  fish  on  an  average."  _____ 

Personally,  we  love  Mr.  Lang,  but  we  must  decidedly 
object  to  fishing  for  salmon  at  the  rate  of  four  casts  per 
minute  !  If  he  were  to  give  four  minutes  to  the  cast, 
from  start  to  finish,  including  an  hoar  for  luncheon,  he 
would  be  more  likely  to  get  fish.  We  wish  him  better 
luck  the  next  time  he  conies  north. 


The  prospectus  of  the  International  Fisheries  Exhibition 
at  Aberdeen  will  be  issued  in  a  few  days.  Meantime  we 
have  the  draft  of  the  document  before  us.  It  states  inter 
a? /a  that  the  value  of  fish  landed  at  Aberdeen  alone  has 
risen  within  the  past  fifteen  years  from  £10,000  to 
£500,000.   

There  are  four  great  salmon  rivers  and  districts — 
the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  and  Spey — including  coast 
fishings,  which  yield  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  annually,  which,  together 
with  kindred  fith^ry  industries,  bring  the  value  of 
Aberdeen  as  a  fish  centre  up  to  an  aggregate  of  £60 J, 000  of 
an  annval  overturu.   


A  guarantee  fund  of  £20,000  is  being  raised  in 
Aberdeen  and  district,  as  it  will  benefit  chiefly  by  the 
show.  Lord  Provost  Mearns  has  issued  a  private  letter  to 
the  patroES,  members  of  committee,  and  others  interested, 
and  already  a  very  hearty  response  has  been  met  with. 
The  city  has  subscribed  its  name  for  £2000,  but  had  his 
lordship  asked  £5000  it  would  not  have  been  too  much. 
However,  th:uld  any  necessity  arise  for  another  call  on 
the  city's  "  guarantory  "  good  nature,  thera  will  be  more 
grace  to  go  back.   

A  d(  p  itation  from  the  proposed  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  Aberdeen  is  to  be  dispatched  to  the  Bergen 
Show,  with  the  vie:v  of  picking  up  anything  useful,  and 
icdacing  its  os'ner  to  come  over  to  Aberdeen  next  year. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Campbell  of  Kintore  writes  me  that  some 
grand  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Don 
this  year,  chiefly  to  the  worm,  however,  the  heavy  rains  of 
May  facilitating  the  working  of  the  Garden  Fly  to  the. 
best  advantage.  Special  Scotch. 


[provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  meeting  'of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters,  the  Birmingham 
Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended,  as  near  upon  150  delegates  answered  to  the 
roll-call,  the  only  clubs  unrepresented  being  the  Jubilee, 
Saltley,  and  Eureka  club).  The  minutes  of  the  previoas 
general  meeting,  held  on  March  10  las'',  were  read  and 
confirmed.  The  minutes  of  the  committee  meetings  of 
April  7,  May  5,  and  June  3  were  also  confirmed.  The 
balance-sheet  and  auditors'  report  for  the  quarter  ending 
March  31,  whic'i  went  to  show  that  the  association  was  in 
a  very  flourishing  and  prosperous  condition,  was  also 
received- 8ni  adopted.  The  railway  sub-committee's  report 
re  reduction  in  the  present  lists  of  fares  was  unanimously 
approved  of,  and  the  committee  were  ins'ructed  to 
proceed  with  their  work,  and  use  their  best  endeavours  to 
biing  the  matter  to  a  satisfactory  issue  if  possible.  The 
special  minutes  dealing  with  the  fines  to  be  imposed  upon 
the  members  of  the  association  for  taking  fish  under  the 
limits,  as  laid  down  at  the  general  meeting  in 
March  la-t,  was  discussed  at  some  consideiable 
length,  when  it  was  finally  resolved  that  the 
fine  of  Id.  for  each  fish  under  the  limit  be  approved  of. 
This  was  carried  by  a  large  majority.  The  question  as  to 
whether  the  fines  should  go  to  the  clubs  or  to  the  associa- 
tim  was  next  takea,  when  it  was  decided  by  a  large 
najority  that  the  fines  shotdd  go  to  the  clubs  to  which 
the  members  infringing  the  Tule  belonged  to.  The 
annual  association  contest,  which  will  be  held  on  the 
second  Monday  in  September,  was  next  advanced.  Three 
places  were  recommended  by  the  committee,  when,  upon 
the  vote  being  taken ,  it  was  carried  by  a  large  majority 
to  fish  the  contest  in  the  river  Witham,  at  Kirksted,  iu 
Lincolnshire;  the  railway  fafe  to  which  place  will  be 
4s.  Gd.  Permission  to  fish  the  contest  will  have  to  be 
obtained  from  the  Boston  Angling  Association,  The 
recommendation  cf  the  ccmmittee  that  £50  be  taken 
from  the  funds  to  form  a  prize  fund  was  unanimously 
approved  of,  Mr.  Thurston  (the  host  of  the  headquarters) 
gifing  a  donation  of  £2.  Mr.  Henry  Tullett  was  elected 
as  treasurer  in  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  G.  Hall.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  president  brought  the  meeting 
to  a  close.  A  reply  from  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  Company  re  Sunday  trains  to  Alrewas 


has  just  come  to  hand,  which  is  to  the  effect  that, 
as  the  company  do  no*-  rnn-any  trains  Vjfyond  Lich- 
field on  Sundays,  they  will  not  be  able  to  meet  the  asso- 
ciation's wishes  in  the  matter.  The  Midland  Piscatorial 
Society  have  had  a  very  prosperous  financial  year,  as  over 
£200  I  as  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  and 
secretary.  This  society  rents  the  vf  ry  best  portion  of  the 
river  Trent  at  Alrewas.  The  Earlswood  Society,  which 
rent  the  large  reservoirs  at  Earlswood,  wlicli  is  the  best 
stocked  waters  near  to  Birmingham,  have  decided  to 
reduce  their  subsciiptions  from  three  to  two  guineas  per 
member,  and  the  subscription  to  commence  from  June  16. 
Considering  the  manner  in  which  the  water  has  been  pre- 
served and  restocked  from  time  to  time,  the  subscription 
is  very  low  indeed.  The  society  has  a  few  vacancies,  and 
anyone  wishing  to  become  a  member  should  apply  to  Mr. 
Guinnet,  Deivenport's  Brewery,  Bath  Row,  Birmingham. 
The  Midland  Railway  Company  have  decided  to  run  a 
special  fast  train  on  Sundays  throughout  the  summer 
season  from  New  Street  and  Camp  Hill  at  7.30,  for  the 
accommodation  of  anglers.  The  train  wiU  stop  at  Fernhill 
Heath,  and  run  on  to  Defford,  Eckington,  and  Bredon.  The 
return  train  will  leave  Bredon  about  half  an  hour  in  front 
of  the  ordinary  train,  and  arrive  in  Birmingham  at  about 
9  o'clock.  On  Sunday,  the  19th  inst.  next,  this  train  will 
run  on  to  Tewkesbury,  as  the  Rose  and  Crown  Club  fish 
their  opening  contest  in  the  Severn  on  this  date.  Mem- 
bers of  the  asscciation  and  their  friends  will  be  allowed  to 
travel  to  Tewkesbury  at  a  fare  of  Ss.  5d.  for  the  double 
journey.  This  is  the  first  time  that  a  train  has  run  to 
Tewkesbury  for  years  on  a  Sunday,  and  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  well  patronised.  The  long  looked  for  opening  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season  has  come  at  last,  and  from  reports  to 
hand  from  our  popular  fishing  resorts  the  coming  season 
nil  be  one  of  tliebest  we  have  had  for  some  years.  Bream, 
dace,  and  perch  are  reported  to  be  in  good  condition,  but 
the  roach  are  not  in  some  waters  ready  for  taking.  The 
Severn  roach  are  reported  to  be  in  very  good  condition  for 
the  time  of  the  year.  It  is  expected  that  a  large  number 
of  our  members  wiU  visit  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  this 
season. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE, 

Angling  on  Derbyshire  streams  has  during  the  past 
week  been  good  as  a  rule.    It  has  been  somewhat  checked 
since  Sen  lay  by  cold  east  and  north-east  wirds  and  sun- 
less days.    A  change  for  the  better  now  promises,  and  a 
return  of  the  delightful  summer  weather  of  last  week. 
The  rivers  are  in  capital  condition  for  angling  just  now, 
and  there  are  plenty  of  fish.    We  are  now  at  the  best' of 
the  May  Fly  season.    There  has  been  a  goodly  number  of 
flies  on  the  stream?,  and  the  fish  have  risen  at  ihem 
freely,  particularly  in  the  evening.    Yisitors  have  been 
fairly  numerous  on  most  of  the  rivers,  and  a  largs  number 
offish  hive  been  taken.    The  Hartington  and  Beresford 
Dale  lengths  of  the  Dove  have  furnished  some  nice  lots  of 
good  sized  trout,  and  sport  has  b  en  very  satisfactory  on  the 
Dovedale  waters,  where  excellent  baskets  have  been  made. 
.The  middle  and  lower  lengths  of  the  river  have  afforded 
good  sport,  both  on  the  open  and  the  private  waters.  The 
neighbouring  Manifold  has  had  a  fair  sprinkling  of  visitors, 
and  several  good  creels  have  been  made  there.  The 
Bentley  and  Henmore  tributaries  cf  the  Dove  have  also 
afforded  some  very  decent  sport  to  anglers  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, by  whom  they  are  the  mostfreqceated.  Fisher- 
men have  been  busy  on  the  Wye,  and  on  ttie  Bakewell  and 
Rowsley  lengths  excellent  sf0:-t  has  been  had,  and  some 
large  baskets  have  been  made.    On  the  higher  lengths, 
especially  in  the  private  waters  of  Ashford,  Monsal  Dale, 
and  Cressbrook,  very  good  creels  have  been  made,  and  nice 
lots  of  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  Miller's  Dale  reaches, 
both  private  and  open.     The  Ashwood  and  Blackwall 
Dale    lengths    have    also    furnished    very    fair  sport 
to  Buxton  visitors.    There  has  been  good  sport  oa  the 
Lathiill,  Dakin,  and  Bradford  waters,  on  which  the 
Marquis  of  Granby  and  Col.  Gathorne-Hardy  have,  during 
the  last  week,  been  fishing,  with  good  rescdts  it  is  reported. 
Fly  anglers  have  been  numerons  on  most  of  the  lengths 
of  the  Derwent.    In  the  Ashopton  district  sport  has  been 
good,  and  a  c  msiderable  number  of  fish  have  been  killed 
both  on  the  Derwent  there  and  on  the  charming  tributary 
stream,  the  Ashop,  between  Crook  Bridge  and  the  Snake 
Inn,  in  the  Woodlands.    Good  creels  hive  been  made  on 
the   Yorkshire   Bridge   and    Bamford   lengths  of  the 
Derwent;    and  excellent  sport  has  been  hai  in  the 
Hathersage  waters,  and  throughout  the  Derwent  valley 
up  to  Baslow.     Yisitors  on  the  Chatsworth  lengths 
have  been  fairly  numerous,  and  some  capital  baskets  up 
to  seven  and  eight  brace  have  been  made,  principally 
on  the  waters   between    Baslow,  Chatsworth  House, 
and  the  south  Lodge  ;  whilst  on  the  lower  reaches,  between 
Beeley  Bridge,  Calton  Woods,  and  Rowsley,  several  good 
sized  lots  of  nice  fis'a  have  been  killed,    ( )a  the  neighbour- 
ing waters  of  Darley  Dale  the  angling  during  the  week  has 
been  very  satisfactory,  and  some  exoeUent  creels  have  been 
made  between  Rowsley  and  Cawdor  railway  bridge.  The 
fishing  on  the  Matlock  Bath  waters  ha3  improved.  On 
Tuesday  last  Mr.  Councillor  Button  captured  seven  brace 
between  the  station  bridge  and  the  church,  in  addition  to 
other  good  takes  on  previoits  days.     Lower  down,  by 
Cromford  meadows,  Birchwood,  Holmesford,  Whatstand- 
well,  and  Ambergate,  there  has  been  very  fair  sport,  and 
anglers  have  been  numerous.    Altogether  the  past  week's 
angling  has,  on  nearly  all  the  streams,  been  good,  and  the 
future  prospects  are  favourable. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  drains  in  the  Boston  district  are  crowded  with 
bream  and  rcash,  arid  anglers  will,  doubtless,  meet  with 
successful  sport  when  they  visit  these  waters.  This  year 
the  drains  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Black  Sluice 
Commissioners  have  been  roded  earlier  than  usual,  and 
this  information  will  V)s  warmly  welcomed,  inasmuch  as  in 
previotis  years  the  weeds  have  always  proved  a  great 
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In  Tins  and  Packets  Only, 


TADDY  &  CO.,  45,  Minories,  London,  E. 


THE  "LATTICE"  ELASTIC 
STOCKING  is  the  most  Comfort- 
able,  Cleanly,  andEffeetualformof 
support  for  Varicose  Veins  and 
Sprains.  Made  of  soft  red  Wash- 
able Rubber.  Anklet,  5/-;  Legging, 
5/s  Knee  Cap,  6/-;  Thigh  Piece, 
5/- ;  Stocking,  7  6-  Belts,  Trusses, 
atyi  all  kinds  of  Surgical  Appli- 
ances.—The  "Lattice"  Elastic 
Stocking- and  "  Mavette  "  Co., 
70,  P'enchurch-street,  E.C. 


''EXCEL" 
COCOA. 

ABSOLUTELT  PUES. 
Few  can  eqnal,  none  can  "  excel."— 
£10,000  REWARD    6d.  Packets,  Tins  2s.  per  lb. 

Delicious  Aroma,  Dietio,  Su3tainin^. — Vide  Analysts. 
CHOCOLATE  HORSESHOES  (Registered).  A  Superior 
Chocolate,  In  handsome  isoxea,  6d. 
OUVENIE"  Boies,  the  Season's  Sucoees,  from  ed. 
CHOCOLATE  WAEEBS,  a  deUcious  Chocolate,  ed.  and 
Is.  per  box. 

COURT  CHOCOLATE,  the  finest  eating  OhoooUte,  Is 
handsome  Boxes,  Is.  and  2e. 

Sold  everywhere,  or  direct  from 

COMPAGNIE  FRANCAISE, 

Purveyors  to  H.R.H.  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
LONDON  WOBES,  BEBMONDSET,  S.E. 


A   CHABMINO   QIFT  BOOK. 

"  A  brilliant  book." — The  Times. 
6b.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  lUnstrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  tlie  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E,  0.  OOOK  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"Sir  Henry  Pomonby  is  commanOed 
^  by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
I  for  a  cow  of  hit  Handbook." 
V    "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
tor."— British  Weekly.  "Farsuperior 
to  ordinary  gviides."— London  Daily  Chronicle. 


"A  BRILLIANT  SUCCE8S."-2^e  Times. 
Every  Visitor  to  London  should  u^e 

LONDON  3/6nett. 


24  Maps  &  Flans 
60  Illustrations. 


C»r»H  ByE.  C.Cook  & 
tXllKA    E.  T.  Cook,  M.A. 

ENVIRONS. 

"  Most  emphatically  tops  them  sXV  —DailyOraphic 
Llangollen— Daklington  &  Co. 
London— SiMPKiN,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookstalls  and  all  Booksellers. 


Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbourne 
Hastmjrs.  Bath,  Wells,  We'tern-super-Mare,  Mal- 
vern, Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  Wells, 
Rhyl,  Llandudno,  ColwjTii  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  Wye 
VaPey,  Severn  Valley,  Channel  Islands,  and  I.^le 
of  Wight,  should  use  Darlington's  Handbooks 
Is  each.  List  Post  Free.  Dar.ington  &  Co.,  Llan- 
gollen. 

London:  SIMPKIN,  MARSHALL  &  00.,  Ltd. 

PHOTOGRAPHS.— Beautiful  Photographs 
of  Scenery,  Knins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey. 
Palestine,  and  Egypt ;  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6d  I 
and  23.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 
DABLINGTON  &  CO..  LLANGOLLEN. 


,   From  S.  R.  ENGLISH, 
Postern  Chambers, 

NOTTINGHAM, 

1/6  &  2/6  Each.  Post  Free. 

Fireproof,  1A.  Extra. 
"it  recommends  itself.'' 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLD  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL, 


ffYRESDJlLE  FISHERY  ( 


With  which  Is  Incorporated 
the  Lunesdale  Fishery 


),  Scorton,  Lanes. 


SEASON  1897-98. 


A  magnificent  lot  of  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds  :  Fario, 
Levenensis,  Fontinalis,  Irideus,  Alpinus,  Lacustris,  &c.  Orders  should  be 
booked  at  once. 

RAINBOW  TROUT,  undoubtedly  the  trout  of  tbe  future.  The 

gamest,  quickest  growing,  and  best  table  fish.   Rises  at  a  fly  more  freely 

than  any  other  fish.   Irideus  is  not  a  cannibal.   Advice  with  regard  to 

=itooking  with  these  fish  on  application  to  the  Fishery. 

Cuilfail  Hotel,  Pass  of  MeHort,  July  26,  1897. 
Please  book  the  same  number  of  rainbow  trout  for  me  as  I  had  last    .    .    .  . 
the  others  are  doing  well    ....    they  are  thriving  wonderfully,  and  are  in 
splendid  condition.  Jno.  McFadyen. 

Address  aU  letters  to  Andrew  Henry,  Secretary,  Wyresdale  Fishery, 
Scorton,  Grarstang,  Lanes. 


FOR  PRBSERYING 


As  supplied  by  all 
Chemists,  or  direct  from 


XJSE 

SCHERING'S 
FORMALIN 


The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd., 


I.ondo]i,  E.C. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


'TlOURISTS'  FORTNIGHTLY  and 
FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft, 
Cromer,  Southend-on-6ea,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold  and 
Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  trains  from 
LONDON  (Liverpool  -  street),  also  from 
G.E.  suburban  stations  and  New  Cross 
(L.B.  and  S.C.),  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool- street.  These  cheap  tickets 
are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland) 
and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  BACK, 
2s.  6d.  daily,  by  through  fast  trains  from 
LIVERPOOL  -  STREET  and  FEN- 
CHURCH  -  STREET.  Cheap  Through 
Tickets  are  also  issued  at  stations  on  the 
Metropolitan  and  Metropolitan  District 
Railways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH 
and  BACK,  4s.,  from  Liverpool-street, 
on  SUNDAYS,  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on 
MONDAYS  at  8.0  a.m. 


Among  the  beat  and  cheapest  Hotela  special  reterenoe  should  be  made  to  the  Amndel."— Oharlea  Dlckeng.  BROXBOURNE    and    RYE  HOUSE, 

rw^'Kar'VS^         1%  X>XT"10'X^TB'X'  nn HT'  'W  l^.  Od.  daily,  from  Liverpool-street,  &c., 

JA.X%.  K3        MJB^MU        Xm^XJ  JL  MUJLA^        and  on  week  days  only  from  St.  Pancras 
CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATI9N  ON  THE  DISTRICT  BAILWAY,  THE  LAW  OOTJBTS.  and  Kentish  Town. 
THEATRES,  STBAND,  THE  BIVEB,  Ac. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.  daily,  from 
Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  Dept- 
ford-road  (East  London  Railway),  Gospel 
Oak,  &c. 

For  fall  particulars  see  bills. 

WILLIAM  BIRT, 

Qeneral  Manager, 

London,  June,  1898. 


ULEAD  QiiAU'i^&S  OS  S'SS  fLY  PISH£J{S  CLUB.) 

TICTORIi  EHBillKIERT,  STRAHD,  LONDOI. 

One  of  the  finiest  pcnitions  in  the  Ketropolii. 
BED,   BREAKFAST,    AND   ATTENDANCE   FROM  6s 


Tbe  Lightest  Boda  in  Use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d 

lift.,  snake  rings,  wineh  fittings,  lanoewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  4|d.  cxtre. 
Balanced  handle.  Is.  extra. 
"Constant  nse  for  7  years,  straiglit  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  f  oar  times  tlie  money  for 
it."— Morston,  Fibrins  Qazettb,  Sept,  28,  U89. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  braced, 
rermles,  wincli  fitting,  and  bag  a,boat  12oz.,  price 
(is.  4d.,  10|f t. ;  Ss.  lOd. ,  llf t.  carriage  6d.  extra. 

EASOAZNB. 

Salmon  Got,  14in.,  48.  6d. ;  fine  first  qnalitj 
ondrawngnt,  20in.,  3b.  lid.;  18in.,  Sr.  td.;  ISlo., 
}B.  3d.,  ISin.  XXXX.  Drawn  Oat,  Si.  lid.  per  100. 

Er.  BOOTK, 

FISHING   ROD    MAKER,  HULL. 
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naisance  during  the  openiog  weeks  of  the  season.  The 
hopes  of  ths  trout  fishermen,  which  were  raised  laat  week 
hy  a  brief  spell  of  warm  sunshine,  have  been  destroyed  by 
the  capricious  weather. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

By  (he  time  these  notes  appear  in  print  the  open  season 
for  cc  arse  fish  angling  will  have  been  haiidd  by  our  local 
angle:  s  with  great  expectations,  for  the  rivers  and  streams 
on  both  sides  of  the  Humber  are  in  grand  condition  for 
sport.    The  rivers  Ancholme  and  Ludd,  on  the  Lincoln- 
shire side,  are  reported  to  be  literally  alive  with  fish  ;  and 
to-day  (Saturday)  the  first   big  event  on    the  river 
Ancholme,  from  this  city,  will  take  place  at  Ferriby  Sluice, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  River  Hull  Angling  Society, 
when  a  number  of  well  selected  and  valuable  prizes  will  be 
competed  for ;  the  s.s.  Her  Majesty  will  leave  the  Victoria 
Pier,  Hull,  at  2  p.m.,  returning  from  the  Sluice  about  8  p.m. 
The  prizes  will  be  delivered  to  the  successful  competitors 
on  Monday  evening,  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  in  Carr 
Lane,  at  8  p.m.  The  river  Ludd  will  also  be  patronised  to- 
day by  the  Alexandra  Angling  Association,  who  fish  their 
second  match  this  season  at  Thoresby  Bridge.    A  few 
brace  of  nice  trout  were  taken  at  the  early  part  of  the 
week  in  the  river  Hull,  above  the  lock,  and  several  good 
pike  have  also  been  taken  in  the  upper  waters,  but  the 
best  fish,  scaling  8 Jib.,  was  caught  below  Hempholme  by 
Mr.  Foster.    The  catches  of  flounders  and  eels  have  also 
been  very  good  at  several  places  in  the  lower  portion  of 
the  nviT ;  and  the  Victoria  Angling  Society,  who  opened 
their  match  fishing  season  on  Miato  Flatts,  did  exceedingly 
well  amongst  these  fi^h,  the  twenty-six  members  competing 
weigh ing-in  a  total  of  581b.  4Joz,,  Mr.  A.  H.  Dahle 
securing  the  first  prize  with  41b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  G.  W.  Scho- 
field,  second,  with  41b.  ejoz. ;  Mr.  J.  Woodhall,  third, 
with    41b.    4oz. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Charlton,  fourth,  with 
4Ib.  l^z. ;  the  sixteenth  prizeman  having  lib.  12|oz, 
The  new  angling  club    formed  at  Wilfholme  Ferry 
House    have    elected   the    following  officers  for  the 
season  of  1898:  President,  Mr.  J.  Thorwell;  treasurer, 
Mr.  R.  Cooper;  and  secretary,  Mr.  C.  Gamwell ;  Mr.  T. 
Leng  being  elected  custodian  of  the  scales  and  weights. 
The  Tigress  Angling  Society  fished  their  first  match  this 
season  at  Weel  Ferry,  Mr.  J.  Brooks  being  declared  the 
winner  of  the  first  prize  with  21b.  5Joz.,  Messrs.  G.  Cook 
and  W.  Atkinson  taking  the  second  and  third.  The 
Market  Weighton  Canal  was  selected  by  the  Clarence 
Angling  Society,  who  fished  their  second  match  at  Broom- 
fleet;  Messrs.  J.  Bveritt,  H.  Qoantcck,  and  S.  Wakelin 
being  awarded  the  first  three  prizes ;  and  to-day,  June  18, 
the  George  and  Dragon  A.S.  fish  their  second  match  at 
the  same  place  ;  and  on  the  22nd,  the  Wednesday  Angling 
Society  open  their  season  on  the  river  Ancholme  by  hold- 
ing a  roving  match  at  Hookstow  Bridge  ;  and  on  the 
same  day  the  Universal  AngUng  Association  also  open 
their  season  on  the  Ancholme,  at  Brigg ;  and  on  Satur- 
day next,  June  25,  a  whole  host  of  our  local  clubs  fish 
their  matches  both  on  the  Hull,  Ancholme,  and  the 
Market  Weighton  Canil. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Of  course  there  is  a  stirring  amongst  the  dry  bones. 
June  16  has  come  and  gone,  and  we  are  now  free  to  kill  a 
coarse  fish,  consequently,  more  news  is  stirring  in  this 
department  of  sport.    On  the  10th  there  was  a  very 
interesting  meeting  of  officials  in  Manchester,  to  discuss 
the  prospects  of  the  big  Northern  Anglers'  Association 
match,  arranged  for  the  25th.    Soecial  travelling  tickets 
have  been  arranged  for,  and  Mr.  Bedford,  the  general 
secretary,  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  ensure  success,  and 
tt  now  only  remains  for  suitable  surroundings  to  make  it 
enjoyable.    In  order  to  save  a  lot  of  unnecessary  walking, 
a  system  has  been  adopted,  modelled  on  that  of  an  annual 
event  in  this  county,  and  if  only  entrants  will  take  the 
trouble  of  reading  the  regulations  the  event  is  sure  to  ba 
comfortably  negotiated.    The  St.  Helen's  anglers  have 
decided  on  a  list  of  fixtures,  but  as  they  need  confirming 
were   not  announced   at   their  meeting   on  the  9th' 
The   officials    announced   a    lot   of    prizes,  amongst 
which   are   two  for   aggregate   results,  or,  in  other 
words,  for  the  best  weights  all  round.    Several  new 
members   were    admitted,    and  Mr.    Booth  received 
the     'Challenge    Trophy,"   being    first  holder.  The 
membeiship   roll   is   well   maintained,  and  harmony 
prevails.    The  Longsight  Angling  Society  is  due  at 
Poynton  Pool  on  June  18th  and  22nd,  to  fish  their  first 
contest.     Three  valuable  prizes  are  offered,  and  three 
hours  will  be  the  time  limit— from  three  to  six  each  day 
England  Angling  Society  are  due  at  Althorpa 
on  the  26ch,  to  fish  their  first  club  contest.    Their  private 
waters  are  also  reported  as  fishing  well.    The  Openshaw 
Central  Angling  Society  are  noted  for  their  first  match  on 
the  18th,  at  Strines.    The^list  of  prizes  is  a  long  one 
and  the  articles  of  useful  value.    Those  who  intend  com- 
peting should  acquaint  themselves  with  the  regulations 
,^.t."e„26th,  the  Openahaw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton 
(Urigmal)  Anghng  Societies  have  arranged  to  fish  their 
first  match  at  Althorpe.    Special  arrangements  have  been 
aade  by  Mr..Geo.  E.  Yates  so  as  to  make  the  journey 
although  long,   very  enjoyable.     Our  rivers  are  not 
affordmg  any  good  sport.    The  Wyre  is  about  the  same, 
but  up-stream  worming  is  giving  the  best  results.  The 
w"uifi    ■      ^^"'''"taries  are  in  fair  fishing  order.  The 
Kibble  13  rather  low  still ;  however,  it  is  improving ;  the 
bBh  use  fairly  towards  evening,  and  the  best  flies  hive 
been  AJder  and  Black  Gnats.    Mr.  Stott,  Oldham,  got 
twelve  brace  of  good  trout  in  North  Wales  last  week 
Several  of  our  men  have  arranged  for  a  visit  to  Lincoln- 
s-ire  neiit  week-end,  and  should  have  good  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  men  are  quite  cheerful  at  the  prospect  of  a  little 
I     #  ,  season  is  over,  and  they  have 

already  showed  signs  of  activity  in  the  number  of  matches 


and  outings  arranged.  The  Merry  Anglers  are  to  visit 
Althorpe  on  the  19th,  to  decide  the  first  contest.  This 
resort  is  a  very  favourite  one  with  our  citizen  anglers. 
Another  good  organisation,  the  Shakespere  A.S.,  have 
arranged  two  contests  on  the  Dee,  the  first  on  the  18th, 
at  the  Red  House,  Chester,  and  the  second  at  the  Iron 
Bridge,  Alford.  Both  should  be  very  keen  contests.  The 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  is  now  open,  and  is  sure  to  attract 
a  lot  of  visitors.  The  water  is  simply  alive  with  small 
fish,  of  about  2in.  to  Sin.  long,  who  are  very  busy  with 
flies  on  the  surface.  The  Moss  Side  Social  A.S.  have 
cause  to  be  pleased  with  their  private  waters,  especially 
those  at  Kersal.  from  which  several  good  roach  have  been 
taken,  the  last  a  beauty  of  19oz.,  which  indicates  that 
stocking  has  done  good.  On  the  25th  and  two  follow- 
ing days  the  Socials  will  be  at  Strines,  opening  their 
championship  competition  with  three  hours'  fishing 
each  day,  from  four  to  seven  o'clock.  The  Sun  Angling 
Society's  private  waters  continue  to  afford  good  sport,  and 
are  yielding  good  fish,  and  the  society  itself  is  now  in  a 
healthy  condition,  and  will  be  heard  from  in  the  coming 
Eeison.  The  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society  is  reported 
sound  in  wind  and  limb.  The  "  grand  old  bird  "  who  has 
the  boys  in  charge  is  working  to  get  them  good  times  in 
the  coming  season.  Their  matches  are  always  big  events. 
The  first  is  at  Althorpe  on  July  .3.  There  is  to  be  a  cew 
club  in  North  Salford,  or  perhaps  it  is  more  correct  to  say 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  start  one,  and  it  should  be 
successful.  The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  have  arranged 
for  a  vitit  to  the  Crowle  Canal  on  July  3.  They  intend 
leaving  early,  and  members  intending  to  fish  should 
look  at  Rule  4.  They  have  a  nice  lot  of  prizes  of  value 
and  Mr.  James  Walker,  of  the  Salford  Friendly  Anglers' 
will  act  as  referee.  The  Levenshulme  Anglers  have  been 
getting  some  nice  trout  lately,  but  the  cold  weather  has 
mada  the  fi^h  a  bit  shy  for  the  last  few  days. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

^Coarse  fishing  will  be  indulged  in  more  now  that  the 
15th  13  past.  Although  we  have  no  close  time  here  in 
Norfolk  or  Suffolk,  most  local  anglers  abstain  from  fish- 
ing during  the  time  thit  anglers  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  are  prevented  by  law  from  kiUing  coarse  fish. 
Prospects  for  the  coming  season  are  excellent.  The  whole 
of  our  waterways  are  teeming  with  fish,  as  has  been  seen 
by  miny  people  who  have  been  on  the  spawning  grounds 
of  ths  fish  during  the  last  few  weeks.  It  will  ba  a  fort- 
night yet  ere  they  are  in  good  condition,  as  the  coldness 
of  the  weather  has  kept  them  in  a  somewhat  backward 
condition.  Some  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  obtained 
m  some  of  our  streams,  but  the  absence  of  fly,  owing  to 
the  cold  north  and  north-easterly  winds,  has  prevented 
fish  rising  well.  All  our  waters  are  in  excellent  condi- 
tion. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

At  the  period  of  writing  the  legitimate  season  had  not 
begun.    Our  anglers  were  on  the  eve  of  the  opening  day, 
and  were  making  extensive  preparations  for  a  possible 
onslaught  on  the  morrow  on  such  fish  as  roach,  daoe, 
barbel,  chub,  and  bream.    Caddis  grubs  and  gentles  were 
m  great  request,  and  no  better  baits  can  be  employed  in 
the  early  part  of  the  campaign.   It  is  believed  that  the 
^ottiDghamshire  Anglers'  Protection  Association  will 
succeed  the  Pride  of  Derby  Club  in  the  tenancy  of  the 
waters  held  by  the  latter  above  the  village  of  Sawley. 
The  Wellington  Society  go  on   as  usual  with  their 
stretches,  and  on  Tuesday  evening  members  celebrated 
thtir  twenty-third  annual  dinner  at  headquarters  the 
Wellington  Hobel,  Station-street,  when  Mr.  W.  GaskeU 
the  president,  presided  ;  the  vice-chair  being  occupied  by 
Mr.  F.  Warsop,  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  club.  The 
conventional  toasts  were  submitted  and  responded  (o,  and 
the  proceedings  were  much  enjoyed.    Prizes  were  awarded 
to  the  following  :  Bromley  Cup,  for  the  best  record  of 
specimen  fish  weighed-in,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallia  (winner  in 
the  previous  season) ;  president's  gold  medal,  Mr.  S 
Wallis  (bream);  committee's    medals,  Mr.    H.  Lewis 
(barbel),  Mr.  T.  Large  (chub),  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis 
(roach),  and  Mr.  G.  Clayton  (perch).    The  Trent,  when 
my  notes  were  dispatched,  was  running  at  almost  summer 
level,  and  the  lowness  favoured  the  pursuit  of  all  kinds 
of  fishing,  barring,  of  course,  pike. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

With  the  improvement  in  the  weather  there  has  been  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  conditions  for  fishing,  and 
darmg  the  past  week  anglers  have  fared  very  well. 
Patronisers  of  the  Sheaf  have  met  with  some  rattling 
sport,  and  the  angling  frequenters  of  that  comfortable 
little  hostelry,  the  Waggon  and  Horses,  Millhouses,  have 
done  very   weU  in  the  stream  which  flows    at  the 
back  of  the  house.    Trout  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and 
with  maggots  anglers  have  accounted  for  a  good  number 
the  weight  running  up  to  |lb.  each.    Both  higher  up  and 
lower  down  the  stream  sport  of  a  satisfac'.ory  character 
has  been  forthcoming.    Of  the  other  local  streams,  the 
Kivelm  has  provided  the  best  sport,  some  exceedingly  good 
fish  having  been  secured.    The  dams  at  Storrs  and  Hollow 
Meadows  have  also  been  well  patronised,  several  fishermen 
having  secured  gratifying  takes.  Undoubtedly  the  best  sport 
iocaUy  has  been  had  in :  the^Damflask  Reservoir,  and  those 
fashermen  who  have  succeeded  in  getting  permission  to  fish 
have  every  reason  to  congratulate  themselves.  Although 
the  bsa.  have  not  run  to  any  unusual  size,  about  lib.  being 
the  top  weight,  a  goodly  number  of  decent  sized  fish  have 
been  gratsad,  the  average  take  per  rod  being  from 
three  to  six  brace.   An  unmistakable  improvement  has 
been  noticeable  in  the  river  Amber,  which  is  just  now 
fishing  up  to  Its  best  reputation.    The  stretches  at  WLng- 
teld  have  been  well  Ipoked  after,  and  here,  a  few  days  ago, 
a  Heeley  rodster,  named  H.  Wragg,  secured  six  and  a  half 
brace,  the  heaviest  pair  tipping  the  scales  at  2Jlb.  The 
Derwent    has    also    fished    remarkably    well,  nearly 


all  the  well  known  reaches  providing  their  fretinenters 
with  sport  cf  a  pleasant  nature.  The  most  successful 
baits  have  been  maggots  and  worms,  whilst  ants' 
eggs  have  invariably  proved  a  most  seductive  bait.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Whitstandwell  and  Matlock  some  nice 
baskets  of  heavy  fish  have  been  killed  by  means  of  maggots 
and  worms,  whilst  good  results  have  attended  the  efforts 
of  anglers  at  Hathersage,  Ashopton,  and  Chatsworth. 
Coarse  fish  anglers  are  welcoming  the  advent  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season,  which  commences  this  week,  with  delight, 
and  the  two  local  societies  are  catering  admirably  for  their 
members.  The  relations  between  the  two  societies  are 
very  strained,  and  there  appears  to  be  but  the  slightest 
hopes  that  they  will  amalgamate,  either  with  regard  to 
the  renting  of  waters  or  anything  else.  The  prospects  for 
bream  fishing  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain  are  said  to  be 
very  favourable,  but  roach  fishing  will  be  some  little  time 
before  it  is  at  its  best. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Last  week  up  till  Sunday  we  had  beautiful  summer 
weather,  and  haymaking  commenced  in  many  places. 
Anglers  became  busy,  and  had  some  very  fair  sport  with 
the  fly,  and  m  some  water  the  maggot  was  a  killing  bait, 
and  some  lovely  trout  were  taken.  Some  very  heavy  creels' 
of  chub  were  taken  in  the  Severn  and  Teme  with  the 
V  amprey  and  the  maggot,  and  a  nice  lot  of  twaite  were 
also  had.  Club  maetinga  have  been  well  attended,  and 
great  preparations  are  being  mada  for  catching  the  coarse 
fash,  the  opening  season  for  which  is  now  on.  The  roach 
are  m  bad  condition,  many  of  them  not  having  yet  spawned, 
but  the  dace  are  getting  in  gocd  form,  and  rise  at  the 
Black  Gnat  freely.  Some  half  dozen  of  the  Worcester 
clubs  have  their  first  competition  of  the  season  on  June  19. 
The  fishing  tackle  shops  are  busy,  and  the  demand  for 
vehicles  great,  and  should  the  weather  be  fine  no  doubt 
It  will  be  a  day  cf  great  enjoyment  to  them.  The  May 
i  ly  seems  to  have  left  us,  and  sport  wiU  be  better  than  if 
they  had  had  a  longer  stay.  Orl,  Blue  Upright,  Yellow 
Dun,  and  Spinners  have  each  killed  fairly  well,  and  this 
week  two  grayling  have  been  taken,  but  returned  to  the 
nver  agam,  not  being  ready  yet,  but  the  trout  are  in 
splendid  condition. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.'] 

ZEBRA  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — Noticing  some  remarks  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  re  the  above,  I  beg  to  say  that  we  last 
year  placed  fifty  zebras,  two  years  old,  in  our  Pen-y-Cae 
water  as  an  experiment ;  but  we  should  not  have  done  so 
had  we  known  they  were  "  mules,"  and  this  the  Howietoun 
people  should,  I  think,  have  mentioned  on  their  circular. 
We  do  not  find  that  this  cross-bred— trout  and  fontinalis 
—trout  are  any  acquisition ;  quite  the  contrary,  for  they 
neither  rise  nor  sport  well.  Their  markings  are  very  peculiar 
something  much  like  a  mackerel.  We  also  placed  fifty 
other  cross-bred  two-year-old  trout — seven-eighths  trout, 
one-eighth  salmon— in  this  water  at  the  same  time  as  the 
"  zebra  "  from  Howietoun,  and  these  we  find  are  greatly 
supeiior  to  the  latter,  both  as  to  rising  and  fighting,  as 
when  hooked  they  are  game  to  the  last,  and  are  a  fine 
handsome  fish  in  the  bargain. — Yours,  &c., 

  R.  WOOLFALL. 

THE  OUSE  AND  CUCKMERE,  SUSSEX. 
Deae  Sir,— Would  you  kindly  let  me  know  through 
your  paper  whether  there  is  any  good  coarse  fishing  near 
Seaford,  in  Sussex  ?  I  have  heard  that  the  Cnckmere  is 
the  best  stream.  Can  you  teU  me  to  whom  I  should  apply 
for  permission  to  fish  there,  and  whether  there  are  any 
small  streams  where  strangers  may  fish  by  paying  a  small 
sum  ?  I  shall  be  at  Seaford  in  August.— Faithfully 
yours,  _  Beenabd  Gomme. 

"Coarse  fishing  may  be  had  in  a  portion  of  the  old  river 
(not  now  navigable)  close  to  Newhaven.  Also  by  Lewes 
and  at  Barcombe  MUls,  the  next  station  above.  The  Ousa 
Angling  Preservation  Society  issue  tickets,  in  Lewes,  for 
this  river.  Cuckmere  affords  coarse  fishing  near  Berwick 
railway  station  and  below,  down  to  Alfriston.  The 
occupiers  grant  permission. 

FISHING  AT  LOCH  MADDY  (NORTH  UIST). 
Deae  Sib,— The  inquirer  will  ba  glad  to  know  if  this 
ihing  gives  good  sport  in  August  and  September  for 
sea  trout  and  salmon. 

Would  a  cyeh  be  of  any  service  in  visiting  far  away 
lochs  or  coast  scenery?  Also  are  roads  suitable  for 
cycling  ?  I  shall  be  glad  of  any  information,  as  I  purpose 
taking  my  wife  and  girl  of  ten.— Yours,  Ac, 

  IlTERFOOL. 

FISHING  IN  WALES. 
Deae  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  J.  A.  A.'s  "  inquiries  respect- 
ing trout  fishing  (free)  in  lakes  and  rivers,  oji  Z  good  sea 
fishing  in  the  month  of  July,  I  can  recommend  Al^rffraw, 
Tycroes,  Anglesey,  and  Maelog  Lake  Hotel,  as  ccnvenient 
centres  to  work  from.  Both  places  are  near  the  sea, 
where  bass,  pollack,  bream,  cod,  &c.,  are  caught  either 
from  the  rocks  or  in  boats,  and  the  fly  fishing  for  trout  in 
the  evenings  is  generally  good  in  July.  Bottom  fishing 
for  trout  can  be  indulged  in  all  day  if  desired,  but  evening 
is  the  time  for  fly  fishing.  The  postmaster  at  Aberffraw, 
or  Mr.  Cottrell,  Maelcg  Lake  Hotel,  Tycroes,  would,  I 
am  sure,  recommend  apartments,  &c.— Yours,  &c.. 

W.  H. 
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TEOUT  FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 
.  Dear  Sir,— Haviofr  fished  the  available  waters  in  touch 
of  Criccieth,  North  Wales,  in  the  month  of  July  for  the 
last  three  years,  my  experience  may  be  of  service  to 
"  D.  K.  K."  The  nearest  river  is  the  Dwyfor,  which  has 
a  tributary  called  the  Dw\fdoh,  both  within  easy  walking 
distance  of  Criccieth.  The  Dwyfor  enters  the  sea  at 
Llanystumdwy,  and  but  for  the  continual  netting  of  the 
tidal  water  salmon  would  be  plentiful  in  July.  Until  the 
time  the  netting  expires — end  of  August,  I  presume— it  is 
useless  trying  for  salmon.  Aftei-  a  decent  flood  I  have 
taken  sewin,  a  pound  or  so,  several  miles  up  the  river 
with  a  fly  in  the  evening.  Both  rivers  are  swarming  with 
smill  trout,  which  it  is  a  mercy  to  take,  as  the  rivers  are 
overstocked,  and  a  thinning  process  means  more  food  for 
the  remaining  fish.  Higher  up  in  the  Penant  valley 
(which  can  be  easily  reached  on  a  bicycle)  I  found  the 
trout  running  larger.  "  D.  K.  K."  should  make  his  way 
to  Lake  Cumstrathlyn,  where  boats  are  kept,  and  per- 
.mis.-ion  granted  visitors  to  fish.  The  trout  here  run 
large,  are  very  game,  and  good  eating.  By  taking  the 
train  to  Po:  tmadoc,  he  can  fish  the  Glaslyn  up  Beddgelert 
way,  and  several  lakes  about ;  and  a  train  to  Penygroes 
would  put  him  on  the  banks  of  the  Llyfni,  and  near  the 
NantUe  lakes.  Further  inquiries  on  the  spot  would 
facilitate  matters. — Yours  truly,  W.  H. 

"  Aberffraw,  Anglesey. 

TEOUT  FISHING  IN  DERBYSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir,— On  many  ccoasions  there  has  been  inquiries 
for  trout  fishing.  I  have  been  several  times  to  Mrs. 
Grindy'fi,  Dovedale  Hotel,  Dovedale,  Derbyshire,  who  has 
about  five  miles  of  private  water.  The  fishing  and  scenery 
are  excellent  ;  the  charges  are  exceptionally  moderate  ; 
.the  attention  ii  all  to  be  desired.  The  writer  has_  made 
good  baskets  each  day  he  was  out,  and  this  vrater  is  very 
little  fished.  Thinking  this  may  interest  some  of  your 
readers, — I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly,  May  Fly. 


in  addition  to  which  he  might  find  useful  a  few  sandwiches 
and  a  "  drop." 

For  another  day  let  him  try  the  Kent  from  Kendal 
Down  to  Hawes  Bridge,  a  distance  of  two  miles.  He  can 
get  a  day  ticket  from  Mr.  Hutchinson,  Finkle-street, 
Kendal.— Yours,  &o  ,   ;        Gipford  Bland. 

SMELTS  OR  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  think  if  any  angler  does  not  at  this  time 
of  day  know  the  difference  between  the  two  he  had  better 
stay  at  home,  or  else  give  the  fish  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 
by  returning  it  to  the  water.  It  was  amusing  to  read 
your  last  two  correspondents'  letters,  especially  the  first, 
with  your  reply  theretOi — Yours,  &c.,  G.  B. 


SAMLET  OR  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  lave  read  with  great  interest  the  corre- 
spondence  in  this  paper  with  reference  t)  the  above 
subject,  more  particularly  that  of  Mr.  Chas.  E.  Kees 
which  apcears  in  your  issue  of  the  11th  inst. 

This  letter  not  only  brings  forward  the  important  sub 
ject  of  what  is  the  distinctive  mark  of  a  samlet,  but  also 
another  of  a  great,  if  not  greater,  importance,  that  is,  the 
igncrince  of  water  baililfs,  or,  to  call  a  spade  a  spade 
river  watchers. 

As  to  the  first  question,  I  will  admit  thatfor  years  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  pink  mark  on  the  adipose 
dorsal  fin  of  trout  left  no  doubt  on  the  subject  until  the 
question  was  asked  me  by  a  friend  as  to  who  was  my 
authority.  I  quoted  one,  but  on  looking  at  this  work 
again  I  found  that  he  used  the  word  "  generally." 

This  being  the  case,  I  imjuired  further,  and  one  of  the 
authori  ies  (and  of  whom  none  have  held  higher  ofliee)  to 
whom  I  applied  wrote  me  that  this  marking  was  uncertain 
but  that  the  best  guide  was  the  shape  of  the  head.  Of 
this  part  of  the  samlet's  and  trout's  anatomy  I  at  once 
began  to  make  a  careful  study,  and  have  found  that  the 
difference  is  very  great,  though,  perhaps,  to  the  casual 
observer  it  might  not  be  so  much  in  evidence. 

In  regard  to  the  second  matter  (only  iu  name,  not  in 
place),  the  ignoiance  of  water  bailiffs,  it  is  a  question 
which  I  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  brought  before 
the  public  in  this  paper.  I  am  unable  to  understand  why 
men,  who  are  employed  by  conservancies,  known  (or  it 
should  be  known)  to  those  bodies  to  be  utterly  igaorant  of 
this  and  many  other  matters  connected  with  these  duties, 
do  not  receive  some,  at  least  rudimentary  education 
which  would  eventually  make  it  a  pleasure  to  meet  a 
water  bailiff  on  a  river,  instead  of,  as  it  must  be  at  the 
present  moment,  in  many  cases  a  nuisance,  as  his 
igQorance  may  lead  one  into  some  bother  and  trouble 
notwithstanding  that  you  are  as  innocent  as  a  "babe 
unborn." 

It  is  not  generally  known  what  is  the  difference  between 
the  marking  of  a  sja  trout  fry  and.  that  of  a  samlet,  yet 
the  law  protects  one  though  not  the  other. 

Trusting  that  the  ventilation  of  this  matter  will  bring 
forward  some  definite  guide, — I  am,  &c., 

  Pheasant  Tail 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  one  of  your  correspondent's 
inquiry  as  to  the  difference  in  appearance  batween  samlets 
and  trout,  I  beg  to  quote  an  extract  from  my  fishing  diary 
(very  likely  derived  originally,  though  I  am  not  sui-e, 
from  your  own  valuable  paper),  which  he  may  find  useful 

In  salmon  smolts  there  are  no  spots  below  the  medial 
line,  except  two  or  three  on  the  gills,  and  immediately 
behind  the  same.  In  river  trout  there  are  spots  on  the 
dorsal  fin,  tut  cone  on  that  of  the  salmon.  The  fins  of 
salmon  are  mostly  cf  a  light  slate  colour,  but  the  adipose 
fin  of  the  river  trout  is  tinged  with  pink  or  red  ;  but  this 
is  not  so  with  salmon.  There  is  a  white  bar  or  Hue  on  the 
first  ray  of  the  anal  fin  of  the  river  trout.  Salmon  smolts 
are  bright  and  silvery  in  ajjfjearanoe,  but  this  tone  of 
colour  is  absent  from  the  river  trout. — Yours  faithfully, 

Crambs  Vicirage,  York.        R.  E,  Ricketts,  M.A. 


PISHING  NEAR  MORECAMBE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "Lex," 
let  him  take  a  ticket  from  Lancaster  up  to  Tebay  and  fish 
from  there  down  to  Low  Gill,  where  he  can  there  rejoin 
the  train  in  the  evening.  If  he  does  so,  I  am  sure  he  will 
■be  pleased  with  his  outing.  All  he  wants  i'3  the  2s.  (id. 
licence  for  Lune,  a  cast  or  two  composed  of  Light  Snipe, 
Dark  ditto.  Woodcock,  Partridge  Hackle,  and  Water  Hen, 


A  RECORD  FROM  LOUGH  DERG. 
Dear  Marston, — I  send  you  a  list  of  the  trout  1  have 
taken  dapping  here  on  Lough  Derg  in  only  seventeen  days. 
I  see  some  reports  in  the  Fitih  mg  Gazette,  but  nons  of 
them  so  good  as  this.  This  sport  is  superb,  and  I  wish 
you  could  be  here  and  take  part  in  it.  I  don't  think  there 
is  any  sport  to  be  had  like  it  in  the  three  kingdoms.  Some 
people  turn  up  their  noses  at  dapping,  but  I  would  leave 
salmon  fishing  for  it.  There  is  a  fascination  in  it  that 
nothing  else  has.  In  the  first  place,  you  are  using  the 
very  finest  tackle — hook  no  larger  than  a  roach  hook, 
and  finest  undrawn  gut.  Last  year  I  stuck  in  a  big  fish , 
and  was  in  him  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  could  not  kill  him 
under  that  time — 71b.  was  the  weight.  I  have  been,  I 
think,  exceptionally  lucky,  as  many  other  bags  in  this 
district  have  been  much  lighter  than  mine  ;  but  then  "  I 
go  for  'em  " — get  up  at  six  o'clock,  and  put  in  a  real  long 
day.  I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  report  of  a  pike  over 
701b.  from  Corrib ;  and  one  of  4Ub.  from  Conn.  Are 
these  weights  authentic  ?  I  should  much  like  to  know,  as 
the  411b.  fish  is  almost  a  record,  and  the  701b.  one  beyond 
all  record.  By  the  bye,  I  can  give_  you  an  absolutely 
reliable  capture  of  a  pike  in  this  district.  It  was  caught 
in  a  bog  drain  by  a  labourer,  and  weighed  in  the  presence 
of  my  friend,  F.  J.  Minchin,  Esq.,  of  Arinagh,  a  county 
rca^istrate  here,  who  will  vouch  for  the  weight,  641b.,  and 
has  given  me  leave  to  publish  his  name.  Send  me  a  line 
here  ;  I  am  hero  a  week  longe^'.  "  Tight  lines." — Yours 
ever,  David  H.  Pine. 

Record  of  Trout,  Lough  Derg,  1898. 
May  14,  seven  fish,  3 Jib.,  2 Jib.,  2^Vo.,  2 Jib.,  21b.,  Ulb., 
lib.  ;  cloudy.    16th,  ten  fish,  61b.,  31b.,  31b.,  2|lb.,  2ilb 
2ilb.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  l\Vo.,  lib. ;  cloudy.    17th,  ten  fish,  51b 
3Jlb.,  3Jlb,,  31b.,  2Jlb.,  2Jlb..  21b.,  IJlb.,  lib.,  lib. 
cloudy.    ISth,  five  fish,  51b.,  SJlb.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  lib.  ;  hot, 
bright.    19th,  three  fish,  2Jlb.,  lib.,  lib.;  easterly  gale, 
blown  off.     20th,  one  fish,  3 Jib.  ;  gale,  increasing  to 
hurricane.    21st,  seven  fish,  3 Jib.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  Ulb.,  lib. 
lib.,  lib.  ;  very  bright."  22nd,  twelve  fish,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb. 
41b.,  341b.,  31b.,  21b.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  IJlb.,  lib.,  lib.,  lib. 
23rd,  eleven  fish,  61b.,  41b.,  41b.,  31b.,  31b.,  31b.,  21b.,  21b., 
21b.,  IJlb.,  lib. ;  cloudy.    24th,  four  fish,  2lb.,  IJlb.,  lib., 
lib.  ;  heavy  thunderstorm.    25th,  seven  fish,  4jlb.,  3 Jib 
2Jlb.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  IJlb.,'  lib.;  nice  breeze.    26th,  eight 
fish,  21b.,  21b.,  ijlb.,  IJlb.,  IJlb.,  lib.,  lib.,  lib.  ;  small 
ones  rising.    27th,  seven  fish,  4Jlb.,  31b  ,  2Jlb.,  21b.,  21b., 
lib.,  lib.;  bright,  hot.    28th,  ten  fish,  3Jlb.,  31b.,  31b., 
31b.,  2Jlb.,  21b.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  lib.,  lib.  ;  cloudy.    31st,  two 
fish,  2Jlb.,  lib.  ;  blown  off,  heavy  gale.    June  1,  seven 
fish,  51b.,  41b.,  31b.,  2Jlb.,  21b.,  21b.,  lib  ;  gale  for  three 
days.    2nd,  six  fish,  31b.,  31b.,  21b.,  21b.,  lib.,  lib. ;  very 
hard  blow.    4th,  six  fish,  41b.,  3Mb.,  31b.,  21b.,  lib.,  lib. 
fish  rising  short.    5th,  nine  fish,  3Jlb.,  31b.,  2Jlb.,  21b 
IJlb.,  IJlb.,  lib.,  lib.,  lib.    6th,  two  fish,  4lb.,  IJlb. ;  fly 
nearly  over.    8th,  two  fish,  3Jlb.,  lib. ;  no  rise  of  fly  at 
all.    9th,  one  fish,  31b.  ;  last  day,  flat,  calm. 

[Mr.  Pine  has  kindly  promised  to  send  us  some  notes 
and  photos  of  this  very  fine  fishing. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  CRICCIETH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  would  strongly  advise  "  D.  K.  K."  to 
give  Criccieth  a  wide  berth  if  he  wishes  to  enjoy  a  holiday 
among  the  ti-out.  The  river  in  the  ^district  is  a  delusion 
and  a  snare  ;  as  for  salmon,  they  are  in  the  fishmongers', 
not  the  river.  There  is  the  Glaslyn,  about  four  miles 
from  Criccieth,  for  which  2s.  6d.  per  day  is  charged  for 
fishing,  and  that  also  is  a  great  disappointment.  I  have 
just  returned  from  the  Tweed,  which  I  fished  for  three 
days,  with  231b.  of  trout  as  a  result.  If  "  D.  K.  K.'_'  is 
at  liberty  to  go  anywhere,  I  would  be  glad  to  give  him, 
privately,  the  name  of  many  good  fronting  streams  in 
Scotland  which  are  free,  and  where  he  could  stay  at  farm- 
houses at  one-half  the  cost  of  Criccieth.  "  D.  K.  K." 
can  have  my  address  by  applying  to  you,  Mr.  Editor.- 
Yonrs  sincerely,    W.  G.  C. 

NEW  RULES  OF  THE  BAD  BOLL  CLUB. 
Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers  to  know  of 
the  alterations  in  the  rules  of  the  Bad  Boll  Fishing  Club. 

Visitors  staying  at  the  hotel  are  now  permitted  to  fish 
from  Stallegg  to  Achdorf,  about  fifteen  miles  of  water. 
Of  this  stretch  of  water  three  miles  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  hotel  are  entirely  free  to  visitors 
The  remainder  of  the  water  is  divided  into  fifteen  beats, 
which  can  be  fished  by  visitors  on  payment  of  three  marks 
a  day,  subject  to  members  having  the  first  call  of  the 
beats.  The  rule  which  enforced  all  rods  to  keep  their  fish 
alive  has  been  withdrawn,  and  the  trout  can  now  be  killed, 
provided  they  are  brought  back  to  the  hotel. 

Having  regard  to  the  great  difficulty  there  is  now  in 
finding  good  fishing  in  England.  I  am  surprised  that  so 
few  fishermen  visit  this  charming  valley.  The  trout 
average  just  under  .Jib.,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for  a  rod 
to  get  from  thirty  to  forty  in  a  day,  and  that.  too.  amongst 
the  most  btautiful  surroundings. — 1  am,  yours  faithfully, 
  A.  P.  C 


CONDY'S  FLUID  NOT  (A  SOLUTION  OF)  PER- 
MANGANATE OP  POTASH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  June  11  you  have  a  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  Messrs.  Condy  and  Mitchell  I  imited, 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  simply  an  attempt  to  p  irsuade 
your  readers  that  the  solution  known  as  Condy's  Fluid  ( 1 
refer  to  the  red  one)  does  not  contain  potassium  perman- 
ganate, which  is  absurd. 

In  Squire's  "Companion  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,'^  14th 
edit.,  pjge  282,  the  formula  of  liquor  potassii  perman- 
ganates is  given,  which  is  simply  a  solution  of  potassium 
permanganate  in  water,  88  grains  of  the  former  to  one 
pint  of  the  latter.  Below  that  is  the  note,  "half  the 
strength  of  Condy's  Fluid."  The  statement  that  Condy's 
Fluid  and  permanganate  of  potash  might  have  been 
inferred  to  be  the  same  is  puerile,  as  one  is  a  liquid  and 
the  other  a  solid. 

Also  the  remarks  about  potash  crystals  are  quite 
irrelevant,  the  permanganate  being  the  subject. 

Condy's  Fluid  (red)  may  contain  some  other  ingredient 
than  potassium  permanganate  and  watar,  but  until 
Messrs.  Condy  and  Co.  persuade  the  public  that  it  does, 
the  latter  are  likely  to  be  content  to  use  the  cheap  and 
convenient  potassium  permanganate. — Yours  truly, 

  Anti  Bosh. 

THE  LAMPREY  AND  THE  SALMON. 
Sijj,_In  your  paper  of  June  11,  Mr.  Mossop  mentions 
having  killed  a  pike  on  Lough  Conn,  cf  some  61b.  weight, 
with  a  lamprey  of  llin.  long  fastened  on  its  shoulder,  and 
you  remark  that  you  never  heard  of  such  a  case  before. 

Two  years  ago,  when  fishing  in  the  Shannon  here  in 
May,  I  killed  a  151b.  spring  salmon,  in  excellent  condition, 
with  a  lamprey,  of  about  the  same  size  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Mossop,  fastened  on  its  side.  The  salmon  played  ttrongly 
for  some  fifteen  minutes  in  rapid  water,  but  still  the 
lamprey  kept  its  hold,  and  required  some  force  to  pull  it 
off  after  the  salmon  was  Ijing  dead.  It  left  a  mark  in  the 
fish  of  just  the  kind  described  by  Mr.  Mossop.- Truly 
yours,  Wm.  Young. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe.   

THE  FLASHING  FLY  ROD  AGAIN. 
Dear  Sir,— In  fly  fishing,  especially  with  the  dry  fly, 
the  great  disadvantage  of  a  glistening  surface  on  a  rod  is 
well  known,  and  yet,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  rods  can  be 
purchased  that  are  not  coated  with  a  shiny  varnish.  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  hear,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Pishing  Gazette,  of  some  method  of  dulling  a  varnished 
rod,  or  of  some  efBoient  varnish  that  does  not  glisten.— 
Yours  faithfully,  E.  M.  Peters. 

[This  question  has  often  been  referred  to  in  the  Field 
and  in  our  columns.  Mr.  W.  Senior,  angling  editor  of 
the  Field,  had  a  rod  made  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of 
Alnwick,  with  a  dull  green  paint,  and  we  believed_  it 
answered.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  bright  varnish 
being  a  disadvantage.  Only  the  other  day  we  were 
fishing  with  a  friend  in  Hampshire,  when  he  pointed  out 
an  angler  nearly  a  mile  across  the  meadows,  as  his  flashing 
rod  betrayed  him.  With  split  cane  rods  the  danger  is  of 
damp  getting  at  the  glue  it'  they  are  not  well  varnished, 
but  would  it  not  be  possible  to  varnish  first  and  put  a  thin, 
dull  coat  of  paint  on  after  ?  Paint  is  a  heavy  thing,  and  also 
difiicult  to  preserve  on  a  rod,  as  it  cracks  with  the 
bending. — Ed.]   

THE  4lLB.  IRISH  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  the  11th  inst.  I  see  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Mossop  contradicting  a  statement  in  my 
report  as  to  the  weight  cf  a  pike  killed  on  Lough  Conn 
by  him.  I  gave  the  weight  of  the  fish  as  I  got  it  from 
Mr.  Tom  Clarke,  whose  hotel  Mr.  Mossop  stayed  at.  I 
heard  of  a  large  pike  being  taken,  and  made  it  my  business 
to  inquire  the  weight.  Mr.  Clarke's  words  to  me  were  : 
'  That  the  boatman  told  him  the  fish  weighed  411b."— 
Yours  respectfully,         .  .  Pat  Hearnes. 

ANALYSIS  OF  DISTILLERY  AND  BREWERY 

REFUSE  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir,— Having  followed  the  articles,  published  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  treating  of  the  pollution  of  rivers  by 
distillerifs,  dye  works,  breweries,  &o.,  discharging  their 
liquid  refuse  into  the  rivers,  I  should  like  to  know  the 
aialysis  of  these  refuses,  as  it  may  be  possible  to  treat 
them  so  as  to  make  them  uninjurious  to  fish  life.  A  friend 
of  mine  writes  me  from  Hungaria  that  the  same  complaint 
existed  in  the  trout  streams  there,  and  no  such  fish  could, 
till  last  year,  live  in  those  rivers  which  were  polluted  by 
distilleries  and  cotton  miUs'  refuse  ;  but,  thanks  to  _ 
process  adopted,  the  trout  are  now.  plentiful  and  in 
splendid  conservation. 

He  asked  me  two  days  ago  to  send  him  the  analysis  of 
the  Scotch  distillery  refuse,  and  he  offers  to  study  the 
question  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  process  now  applied  in 
Hungaria,  to  be  as  eflicient  a'jd  beteicial  in  the  case  of 
English  or  Scotch  river  pollution. 

Hoping  you  will  excuse  the  trouble  1  may  give  you,  yet 
I  am  sure  that  the  possibility  to  help  in  the  restoration 
of  healthy  rivers  will  compensate  t'ae  trouble  it  may 
occasion  you  now.  If  you  appeal  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
for  the  information  required,  I  am  sure  everyone  interested 
in  fishing  and  cultivation  of  fish  will  do  his  best  to  aid  and 
assist  i a  the  object.  .   ,  , 

Cannot' the  varieus  fishing  boards,  commissions,  and 
corpoiations,  be  appealed  to  to  aEsitt  in  Supplying  such 
iDformaition  as  my  friend  asks  for?  " 

Hoping  to  heir  soon  the  opinion  you  have  on  this 
subject.— I  am,  very  faithfully  yours. 

Baron  Ch.  H.  HE  Courtier. 
[We  have  told  Bai^n  Ch.  H.  de  Courtier  that  we  hope 
to  be  able  to  obtain  the  information  he  desires.-  Perhaps 
our  Sbev  and  Trent  correspondents  will  kindly  heljj 
MS.— Ed,]  .... 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOKPOEATKD 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  25th,  1898. 


TO  OUR  RIVER  REPORTERS,  AND 
ADVERTISERS. 


We  shall  be  obliged  if  our  river  and  lake 
reporters  will  always  state  the  nature  of  the  lure 
used  in  making  the  captures  they  report. 

We  do  not  care  to  publish  reports  of  takes  of 
salmon  or  trout  which  have  been  killed  with 
worms,  or  lures  other  than  fly,  unless  the  fact  is 
mentioned,  as  in  this  way  fly  fishers  are  deluded 
into  going  to  places  where  they  find  most  of  the 
fish  are  taken  with  anything  but  the  fly. 

We  also  wish  to  warn  our  advertisers  not  to 
give  credit  to  parties  who  say  they  are  connected 
with  or  known  to  us  without  first  ascertaining  if 
the  statement  is  correct.  We  never  object  to 
answer  a  question  of  that  kind,  and  it  saves  bad 
debts  at  times. 


WHERE  WILD  BIRDS  SING.* 


NOTES  OF  A  NATURALIST. 
A  PLEASANT  title  to  a  pleasant  book.  I  have 
lately  by  chance  come  into  possession  of  a  copy  of 
this  unpretentious  but  really  very  charming  work, 
written  by  one  who  is  not  only  a  true  lover  of 
nature,  but  who  combines  with  this  love  a 
practical  knowle^ge"tjf  all"  the  bifdSTitisectsran^' 
flowers  that  are-  to  be  found  in  the  woods  and 
fields,  and  lanes  and  gardens,  of  our  country,  at 
all  times  and  seasons  of  the  year.     He  has 

*  Where  Wild  Birds  Sing.  Notes  of  a  Naturalist. 
By  James  E.  Whiting.  London  :  Sydney  C.  Mayle, 
70,  High- street,  Hampstead ;  and  20,  St.  John'g-square, 
Clerkenwell,  B.C.    Price  2b. 


adopted  the  very  happy  plan  of  taking  his 
readers  with  him,  and  chatting  about  all  sorts  of 
natural  objects  through  every  month  of  the 
year,  beginning  vrith  January  and  ending  with 
December. 

I  can  hardly  conceive  a  more  enticing  book  for 
a  healthy  lad  to  carry  with  him  into  the  woods, 
for  the  writer's  style  is  not  in  the  least  didactic 
or  pretentious.  He  rambles  on  in  a  chatty, 
pleasant  way,  but  always  conveying  the  im- 
pression that  he  knows  thoroughly  what  he  is 
writing  about. 

He  is  not  only  a  bom  naturalist,  but  he  is  also 
somewhat  of  a  poet.  He  begins  his  work  by  an 
'Invitation  in  four  pretty  verses,  the  last  of  which 
runs  thus : 

Come  to  the  woods,  where  oak  and  beech 

Their  shadows  fling  ; 
Come,  weary  toiler,  rest  awhile 

Where  wild  birds  sing. 

A  very  pleasant  invitation  it  is.  I  will  accom- 
pany him  through  some  of  his  wanderings,  and 
make  an  extract  here  and  there,  which  will  give 
some  indication  of  his  sympathetic  and  pleasant 
way  of  describing  what  he  sees,  for  it  may  be 
said  that  the  whole  book  is  a  record  of  his  own 
personal  observations. 

In  January  he  tells  us  of  the  hardships  which 
the  feathered  tribe  has  to  undergo  from  frost  and 
snow,  when  their  slender  bills  are  unable  to 
penetrate  the  earth  in  search  of  worms ;  "  when 
found  frozen  to  death,  the  broken  bills  of  these 
poor  creatures  show  that,  by  repeated  attempts 
to  penetrate  the  hard  soil,  they  fought  bravely 
for  existence." 

I  was  not  aware  that  mistletoe  is  becoming 
scarce,  and  in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  extinct.  I 
remember  it  plentiful  enough  in  the  ds.ys  of  old, 
growing  on  the  branches  of  ancient,  gnarled,  and 
lichen  covered  apple  trees ;  but  that  is  so  long 
ago,  that  the  old  trees  themselves  have  long  -mce 
departed,  and  made  way  for  young  and  vigorous 
trees,  perhaps  not  so  susceptible  to  the  growth  of 
this  parasite. 

Being  able  to  grow  and  thrive  only  when  imbibing  its 
support  from  the  sap  of  other  trees,  upon  whose  trunks 
and  branches  it  establishes  itself,  it  becomes,  as  it 
were,  a  part  of  them,  just  as  when  two  "shoots"  are 
caused  to  grow  together,  and  become  one,  after  the 
operation  of  grafting  or  budding  has  taken  place.  So 
scarce  has  this  plant  become,  that,  save  in  some  few 
isolated  localities,  and  such  protected  places  as  parks, 
where  it  is  preserved,  mistletoe,  like  many  other  plants, 
once  common  enough,  has  become  almost,  if  not  quite, 
extinct. 

The  cultivation  of  mistletoe  may,  in  most  instances,  be 
attributed  to  birds.  Thrushes,  fieldfares,  blackbirds,  red- 
wings, and  others  of  this  species,  when  in  the  act  of  eating 
wipe  their  mandibles  on  the  branches  of  trees,  leaving 
the  seed  of  the  mistletoe,  which  is  of  a  sticky  nature, 
adhering  to  the  branches,  until  germination  tates  place  in 
the  rough  baik  of  the  tree. 

The  great,  insatiable  maw  of  the  metropolis 
must,  in  a  large  measure,  be  answerable  for  this 
extinction.  London  is  eating  up  the  country ; 
whatever  it  desires,  it  can  consume  in  incredible 
quantities.  If  London  demands  a  ^jrimrose  to 
commemorate  a  great  statesman,  to  whom 
probably 

A  primrose  by  a  river's  brim 
A  yellow  primrose  was  to  him. 
And  it  was  nothing  more, 

the  whole  country  is  rooted  up  to  supply  the 
demand  ;  and,  if  the  craze  continues,  the  pretty 
little  first  rose  of  the  spring  will  be  a  memory 
only,  and  extinct  as  the  mistletoe.* 

The  Baven  is  a  bird  more  familiar  to  most  of  us 
'  in  Poe's  poem  than  in  the  woods  and  fields.  It 
is  not  a  gregarious  bird,  and  I  presume  is  also 
gradually  becoming  more  and  more  rare  and  on 
the  high  road  to  extinction.  Our  author,  who  is 
very  fond  of  going  back  and  living  over  again  his 
boyhood  days,  says  : 

When  a  boy,  on  my  way  to  school  I  had  to  walk  from 
one  village  to  another,  and  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
watching  a  pair  of  these  birds,  which  had  taken  up  their 
abode,  years  before  the  oldest  inhabitant  of  the  village 
could  recollect,  on  or  about  the  estate  of  Claydon  House, 
Buckinghamshire.  .  .  .  During  the  summer  months, 
when  thjg  nieTi  were  accustomed  to  eit  their  dinner  in  tho 
fields,  these  birds  would  generally  make  their  appearance 
at  dinner-time,  the  men  throwing  them  portions  of  food, 
and  so  familiir  did  these  visitors  become  that  they  seemed 
half  domesticated.  After  a  time,  however,  not  content 
with  what  was  given  to  them,  they  managed  to  besiege 
the  baskets  which  contained  the  dinners  while  the  men 

*  Piscator  Major  tells  me  that,  on  the  contrary,  the 
demand  for  the  primrose  has  led  to  its  being  extensively 
cultivated.— "A.  A." 


were  away.  This  raid  was  effected  by  one  of  tl  e  birds 
keeping  watch  from  the  top  of  a  tree  while  its  mate 
pilfered  the  provisions. 

The  Owl'iB  another  of  our  old-fashioned  English 
birds  whose  race  seems  to  be  doomed  to  become 
as  extinct  as  that  of  the  Dodo  : 

"  The  owl,"  says  our  author, "  is  another  bird  which  weall 
know  loves  darkness  rather  than  light.  Its  quaint  .-I'ld 
uncanny  appeirance  gives  rise  to  many  a  legend,  and, 
cuiiously  enough,  he  seems  to  bear  the  ill-will  of  all  the 
feithered  tribe.  Should  he  dare  to  show;  himself  by  day, 
he  is  sure  to  be  tet  upon  by  an  antagonistic  host,  imall 
and  great,  and  he  gets  no  peace  until  he  regains  his 
seclusion  in  the  old  hollow  tree.  .  .  .  loncekeptata-ne 
owl,  which  I  had  reared  .since  a  fluffy  owlet  in  the  d-  s;.  Ho 
never  once  hooted,  to  my  knowledge,  and,  although  well 
cared  for,  never  seemed  at  his  eise.  He  always  looked  at 
one  in  an  appealing  manner,  as  if  to  beg  for  his  liberty. 
One  night  I  left  open  the  door  of  the  outhousa  where  ho 
was  confined,  and  I  saw  him  sally  forth  and  alight  on  a 
large  beech  tree.  But  on  the  following  day  I  was  macli 
surprised  to  find  he  had  returned  to  his  prison  house,  ar  d 
was  sitting  contentedly  c  nough  on  one  of  the  laf  .ers,  bis 
usual  place,  iu  the  old  shed." 

The  Kite,  he  tells  us,  was  a  common  bird,  far 
too  common,  years  ago,  and  my  recollection  quite 
agrees  with  this,  but  I  was  not  aware,  till  I  read 
this  book,  that  "  they  have  now  all  disappeared." 

This  is  how  the  birds  get  up  in  the  morning. 
The  Carrion  Crow  appears  to  be  one  of  the 
earliest : 

In  the  still  and  early  morning,  before  the  first  grey 
glimmering  day  begins  to  steal  over  the  hiUs,  Nature,  now 
hushed  in  the  calm  embrace  of  summer,  slumbers  to  the 
music  of  the  night  beetle's  droning  flight.  The  cirrion 
crow  wings  his  solitary  flight  oyer  the  country;  his 
ominous  croat  is  heard  far  away  in  the  still,  soltti  -  of 
the  early  morning.  .  .  .  The  spotted  thrush,  at  roost 
iH  the  hedge,  hearing  the  sound,  opens  his  eyes  and  slowly 
stretches  himself  at  full  length.  First  a  wing  with  one  of 
his  legs  is  stretched  out  at  full  length,  then  he  raises  him- 
self up  en  his  two  legs  until  they  appear  like  two  sticks, 
with  his  head  almost  in  his  shoulders,  while  his  body 
inclines  forward  :  he  appears  as  if  about  to  take  a  diva 
downwards.  These  first  movements  of  a  bird's  awakening 
correspond  exactly  with  those  of  a  person  who  stretches 
and  yawns  when  first  getting  out  of  bed. 

Now  begins  the  most  important  proceeding,  perhaps,  of 
a  bird's  life— its  morning  toilet.  All  wild  birds  are 
scrupulously  particular  as  to  how  they  shall  present  them- 
selves to  the  bird  world  around  them.  First  a  wing  is  held 
up  for  inspection,  and  the  underneath  feathers  are  care- 
fully inspected  ;  then  each  wing  feather  is  carefully  drawn 
through  the  moistened  bjak,  in  a  manner  resembling  the 
combing  of  a  person's  hair.  For  supplying  moi»ttre  to 
the  beak  rature  provides  a  little  oil  vessel,  which  every 
bird  carries  about  with  it  when  in  good  health.  Then  the 
tail  feathers  undergo  the  same  process,  every  feather 
receiving  in  turn  the  most  careful  attention.  Next  comes 
a  vigorous  and  fijoal  shake,  which  brings  every  feather  into 
its  proper  position. 

And  that  is  how  the  birds  get  up  and  dress 
themselves  in  the  morning— really  a  very  pretty 
picture  it  is.  After  this  performance,  and  a  dip 
in  the  water  or  the  dewy  grass,  and  a  roU  in  the 
dust,  I  suppose  the  band  plays  and  the  birds  begin 
to  sing.  Not  many  of  us  have  the  pluck  to  get 
up  at  two  or  three  o'clock  of  a  summer's  morning 
to  watch  these  goings  on.  It  has  ofttimes 
happened  to  me,  "  when  in  the  night  I  sleepless 
lie,"  to  be  compelled  to  listen  to  the  vigorous  song 
of  a  blackbird,  in  a  lime  tree  not  far  from  my 
bedroom,  about  half-past  two  in  the  morning. 
He  keeps  up  this  melody,  and  me  dreamily 
awake  for  about  an  hour,  and  then,  I  suppose, 
goes  ofE  to  breakfast.  By  this  time  the  sparrows 
are  up,  and  then  I  do  not  bless  them,  for  then  I 
want  to  sleep;  but  their  incessant  chirruping 
becomes  perfect  torture,  and  their  shrieks,  when 
quarrelling,  absolutely  maddening  when  one  longs 
for  a  few  hours'  sleep  after  a  restless  night. 

After  long  observation  our  author  has  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Blackbird  is  not  physically 
so  strong  as  the  Thrush.    The  blackbird,  he  says. 

Is  the  first  to  lose  his  song,  the  gradual  ciminution 
in  its  power  being  earlier  perceptible  in  him ;  hs 
begins  to  omit  several  of  his  fine  spring  notes,  which 
diminish  to  about  four  of  his  usual  staves,  and  are  jerked 
out  with  seemingly  difficult  utterance.  I  vras  greatly 
amused  whilst  trying  to  translate  this  broken  song  ct  i  he 
blackbird.  It  sounded  as  if  he  said  "I  can  t  do  it, 
repeated  slowly  several  times  ;  while  the  thrush,  havu  g 
retained  his  full  power  of  song,  seemed  to  ansvrer  him  m 
notes  which  sounded  like  "Do  what  f  do  uhat .  Be 
quid-:  he  quick  '.    Cheer  up  !  cheer  up  ! 

There  is  to  be  found  in  this  book  a  most 
interesting  and  instructive  chapter  on  British 
Butterflies,  and  another  descriptive  of  all  the 
birds'  "nests.  I  am  sorry  to  record  the  fact  m  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  but  truth  obliges  me  to  ssy  that 
this  true  lover  of  nature  in  nearly  all  her  phases 
is  apparently  ignorant  of  one  of  her  most  attrac- 
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tive  charms— our  friend  is  not  an  angler  !  He 
confesses  it  frankly,  but  regretfully,  and  he  tells 
of  his  shortcoming  very  prettily. 

"  I  am  not  a  fisherman,"  he  says,  "  but  if  anyone  is  ever 
tempted  to  turn  angler,  surely  it  ij  now  !  It  must  be 
especially  delightful  to  be  able  to  lie  embowered  beside  the 
bank  of  a  silvery  stream,  buried  among  tall  clumps  of 
foam-like  meadow-sweet  and  willow-herb,  hidden  from  the 
glpwing  heat  which  radiates  upon  the  meadow's  surface, 
•with  no  sound  to  disturb  us  as  we  lie  stretched  ia  repose 
by  the  stream  which  purls  pleasantly  on  its  journey." 

All  that  is  very  pretty,  my  friend,  but  it  is  not 
angling ;  anyone  can  do  it  without  rod,  or  creel, 
or  hook,  or  fly,  or  worm. 

"Many  years  ago,"  he  sajs,  "a  friend,  who  was  a 
devoted  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton,  gave  me  a  few  lessons 
in  the  gentle  art;  but  always  enthralled  as  I  have  been 
with  my  other  more  engrossing  studies  of  nature,  I  have 
never  put  my  friend's  teaching  into  practice." 

That  was  not  a  truthful  friend— for  lying  on 
your  back  and  kicking  up  your  heels  on  a  tuft  of 
meadow-sweet  is  not  angling.  For  the  first  time  in 
this  most  delightful  little  work  our  author  has 
got  beyond  his  depth.  He  knows  all  that  any 
reasonable  being  wants  to  know  about  our  birds, 
our  butterflies,  and  our  wild  flowers,  but  he  knows 
nothing  about  fishing.  "  Angling  is  an  art,"  says 
Izaak  Walton,  and  trout  are  not  caught  by  lying 
on  your  back  with  your  heels  in  the  air.  Such  an 
apt  lover  of  nature  should  certainly  complete  his 
education  by  learning  how  to  cast  a  dry  fly. 
_  I  am  pleased  to  commend  this  very  pleasant 
little  book  to  all  anglers,  for  if  the  writer  knows 
nothing  about  angling  (nor  does  he  pretend  to  do 
so)  he  knows  a  great  deal  about  ths  birds  and 
insects  and  plants  that  haunt  the  river  side,  and 
what  he  knows  he  tells  in  a  very  attractive  way. 

By  the  way,  he  says  that  the  kingfisher  makes 
his  nest  in  an  old  rat  hole  in  the  banks.  My 
impression  is  that  the  industrious  little  bird  bores 
his  own  hole  very  carefully  and  skilfully  in  banks 
not  easily  accessible  to  rats. 

The  book  is  very  choicely  printed  and  neatly 
bound,  and  the  price  is  only  2s.  net. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


time,  and  it  was  partly  under  his  manipulation 
that  the  work  turned  out  a  success  ;  and  he 
brings  the  good  news  that  trout  are  siiccessfully 
acclimatised  in  the  waters  of  Natal,  mature  fish 
being  now  taken  in  some  of  the  rivers.  It  is, 
therefore,  only  a  question  of  time  and  preserva- 
tion, and  a  stock  of  fish  is  ensured  for  Natal. 


THE  "  JEFFERY-JARDINE" 
HANDLELESS   FISHING  REELS 
(PATENTED) 


DRY-ELY  FISHING  FOR  DACE. 


FISH  CULTURE  NOTES. 


Mr.  Arthur  Wilson  Armistead,  brother  of 
the  well-fenown  fishculturist,  has  just  arrived  from 
South  Africa.  He  also  is  an  expert  of  long  ex- 
perience in  fishculture  matters,  and  was  one  of 
the  original  founders  of  the  first  hatchery  ever 
erected  in  Britain  on  commercial  principles,  the 
others  being  J.  J.  Armistead,  Esq.,  now  chairman 
of  the  Solway  Fishery  Company,  Limited,  and 
the  late  Mr.  John  Parnaby,  who  was  for  many 
years  well  known  in  the  English  Lake  district. 

We  cannot  but  note  how  the  work,  which  was 
originally  started  on  a  very  small  scale,  has 
assumed  its  present  proportions.  In  one  of  his 
circulars  published  in  1890,  Mr.  Armistead  thus 
describes  the  origin  of  the  present  fishcultural 
business  known  as  the  Solway  Fish  Farm  : 

It  is  interesliig  to  look  back  upon  the  work  of  the 
twenty-five  years  that  have  passed  away,  and  to  note  how 
one  has  been  led,  and  how  the  work  has  developed,  at 
tunes  under  considerable  difficulties,  until  it  has  reached 
its  present  magnitude.    The  love  of  nature,  and  a  strong 
desire  to  make  its  study  of  some  practical  use  to  myself 
and  to  my  fellow  men,  a  meeting  with  the  late  Frank 
Buckland,  whose  teaching  first  gave  me  the  idea  of  hatch- 
ing trout  ova,  the  first  experiments  in  a  small  apparatus 
ngged  up  over  the  water  tank  in  my  father's  conservatory, 
and  which  resulted  in  trout  being  grown  to  ilh.  in  a  cellar 
L'lose  by,  the  subsequent  erection  of  a  small  hatchery 
in  his  grounds  where  trout  ova  were  saccessfally  dealt 
with  and  reared,  a  delightful  yachting  trip,  during  which 
several   interesting  places   were  visited,  including  the 
salmon  hatchery  of  Messrs.  Martin  and  Gillone,  at  Tongue- 
land,  and  the  rearing  ponds  at  Stormontfield,  the  return 
trom  this  trip  with  all  its  pleasant  memories,  resulted  in 
the  selection  of  a  site  among  the  Cumberland  mountains 
tor  the  first  hatchery  ever  erected  in  this  country  on  com- 
mercial piinciples.    The  work  at  this,  the  Troutdale 
Hatchery,  was,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  surroundings, 
only  carried  on  upon  a  comparatively  limited  scale,  and 
for  twelve  years  under  considerable  difficulties,  my  time 
being  closely  occupied  more  than  100  miles  away,  and  it 
was  only  an  occasional  visit  that  I  could  give  to  the  fishery 
and  its  work.    Ten  years  ago,  however,  I  was  liberated  in 
an  unexpected  manner  to  carry  on  and  devote  my  whole 
energy  to  the  work,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  looking 
upon   a  most  successful  issue  to  my  labours.  Every 
county  in  Great  Britain  has  been  supplied  with  fish  of 
some  kind  or  other;  they  have  been  sent  not  only  to 
various  parts  of  the  continent,  but  to  America,  nay,  even 
to  New  Zealand  and  Australia,  and  the  year  1890  is 
marked  by  a  successful  shipment  to  Natal. 

Mr.  A,  W.  Armistead  was  in  the  colony  at  the 


Are  the  invention  of  Messrs.  Jas.  Jeffery  and 
Alfred  Jardine.  They  are  constructed  with 
circular  perforations  bored  in  the  "  drum"  of  the 
reel,  surrounded  with  flanges  made  of  india- 
rubber,  vulcanite,  or  any  other  suitable  material. 
Some  reels  have  a  revolving  ring  inside  the 
flanges.  The  improvements  and  advantages 
•laimed  for  these  reels  are  that  the  Hue  does  not 
•atoh  nor  twist  round  the  flanges,  thus  c-ansiu 
tangles  and  frequent  breakages  in  a  thin  line,  t. 
the  loss  of  _  fish,  and  the  angler's  discomfiture. 
Also  that  line  can  be  wound  up  very  rapidly  "by 
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placing  the  tip  of  the  index  finger  in  either  of 
the  flanges,  and  revolving  the  drum  on  which  is 
the  line.  (See  Fig.  1).  When  throwing  off  the 
reel,  skid,  by  pressing  a  finger  or  fingers  on  the 
edge  of  the  drum,  which  effectually  prevents  over- 
running of  the  line. 

In  skidding  with  other  kinds  of  reels,  the 
handles  are  oftentimes  very  much  in  the  way,  the 
line  twists  round  them,  and  a  break  occurs. 


Fig.  2. 

Handleless  reels  are  specially  serviceable  for 
roach,  dace,  bream,  chub,  and  perch  fishing,  but 
although  not  intended  for  pike  fishing,  many 
pike  from  51b.  to  101b.  have  during  the  past  season 
been  killed  on  these  reels  by  well-known  anglers. 

Mr.  David  Slater,  of  Newark-on-Trent,  is 
running  the  patent,  and  makes  the  reels  in  six 
sizes.  They  can  be  obtained  of  all  the  London 
and  country  fishing  tackle  dealers. 

Esox  Lucius. 
[It  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  say  how  the  new 
reel  will  answer  in  practice  ;  personally,  we  prefer 
the  old  style  with  handles. — Ed.] 


No  branch  of  angling  requires  a  sharper  eye, 
a  quicker  hand,  and  a  greater  faculty  for  render- 
ing oneself  invisible  to  the  fish  than  dry-fly 
fishing  for  dtice.    This  is  especially  the  case  in 
streams  where  the  water  has  only  a  depth  of  from 
9in.  to  2ft.,  and  where  trout  are  supposed  to 
reign  supreme.    Here  dace  thrive,  and  grow  to  a 
very  large  size.    In  some  of  the  Hertfordshire 
rivers  they  are  simply  grand,  ranging  from  8oz. 
to  fully  lib.  in  weight,  and  are  gamesome  to  a 
degree,  but  (and  this  holds  good  in  fishing  all 
shallovf  streams  where  cover  is  limited)  they 
must  be   approached  most  gingerly.   .  Wet-fly 
fishing,  as  usually  carried  on,  is  almost  out  of  the 
question.    In  the  first  place,  the  weeds  are  in 
such  a  flourishing  condition,  that  either  the  point 
fly,  or  one  of  the  droppers,  would  be  sure  to  be 
hung  up  every  few  moments;   and,  secondly, 
unless  the  operator  can  manipulate  a  very  long 
line,  the  fish  could  not  be  reached  by  reason  of 
their  extreme  shyness.    Even  were  one  hooked 
with  a  sunk   fly,  its  companions  would  be  so 
frightened  with  the  commotion  made  right  before 
their  very  eyes,  that  they  would  forthwith  scuttle 
off.    A  thoroughly  expert  fly  man  might,  using  a 
single  wet  fly,  make  a  respectable  bag  by  down- 
right hard  work  ;  but  the  dry  method  is  infinitely 
to  be  preferred,  and  is  really,  after  all,  the  most 
enjoyable  way  of  attacking  dace  in  such  rivers  as 
I  have  alluded  to. 

It  is  not  advisable  to  have  the  10ft.  rod  too 
supple,  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  picking  the 
line  off  the  water,  as  explained  later  on.  The 
best  running  line  is  undoubtedly  one  of  those 
somewhat  expensive  dressed  under  the  oil  pump 
tapers.    Failing  this,  the  ordinary  enamel  taper 
may  be  employed,  but  it  must  be  well  fatted 
several  times  in  the  course  of  the  day,  otherwise 
it  will  not  float — -an  absolute  sine  qua  non  for 
successful  dry-fly  fishing.    With  only  a  bare  yard 
of  the  running  line  under  water  a  fish  cannot  be 
hit — particularly  one  so  rapid  in  its  movements  as 
the  dace— all  the  force  of    the  strike  being 
expended  upon  the  water-logged  plait.    A  cast  of 
5ft.  of  the  finest  gut  wiU  sufiice,  and  the  flies  may 
be  imitations  of  any  of  the  real  articles  up  at  the 
time  of  one's  visit.    If  therefare  no  natural  flies 
out,  standard  patterns  such  as  the  gold  ribbed 
Hare's  Ear,  Wickhani's  Fancy,  Black  Gnat,  Red 
Ant,  Red  Quill,  Golden  and  Silver  Sedge,  and  the 
various  kinds  of  Duns,  should  be  given  a  trial.* 
One  of  these  varieties  will  generally  be  found  to 
produce  the  result  desired.    If  the  hackle  and 
wings  are  touched  lightly  with  odourless  paraffin 
the  flies  will  float  beautifully.    I  may  say,  in 
parenthesis,  that  if  the  dace  are  not  rising,  dry-fly 
fishing  is,  as  a  rule,  of  little  use.    You  may  rise 
them,  but  they  will  only  come  in  a  half  hearted 
fashion,  and  you  will  not  hook  one  fish  in  half  a 
dozen. 

When  the  angler  is  ready  to  commence  work, 
he  creeps  up  to  a  spot  where  he  knows  dace  con- 
gregate.   He  keeps  well  away  from  the  edge  of 
the  water,  and  looks  out  for  a  dimple  on  the 
surface  of  the  stream,  denoting,  perhaps,  the 
demise  of  some  unfortunate  Dun.    Dropping  on 
one  knee,  the  length  of  line  required  is  got  out, 
and  the  fly  cast,  as  far  as  one  can  judge,  at  the 
extremity  of  the  shoal.     The  moment  the  lure 
touches  the  water  the  angler  commences  to  palm 
the  running  line,  or  draw  it  slowly  towards  him 
through  the  snake  rings,  keeping  the  rod  point 
down  rather  than  up,  to  facilitate  striking  when 
the  time  arrives  to  do  so.    This  palming  must  be 
done  to  maintain  the  line  straight  and  taut,  as  it 
were,  with  the  fly,  so  that  when  there  is  a  rise  it 
may  be  responded  to  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 
Misses  to  hook  are,  of  course,  more  frequent  than 
fish  secured,  as  every  fly  fisher  for  dace  knows 
full  well.    The  slightest  bagging  of  the  line  spells 
a  negative  result,  and  dace  are  so  rapid  in  their 
movements  that  if  the  angler  grasses  one  out  of 
every  six  rises  he  may  consider  himself  pretty 
fortunate,  unless  the  fish  are  madly  on,  when  the 
proportion  of  hits  will  be  larger  than  the  figure  I 
have  mentioned.    If  the  fly  pursues  its  way  un- 
molested to  the  end  of  the  "  swim  "  it  is  recovered 
or  lifted  off  the  water.    Two  or  three  false  casts 
are  made  to  get  rid  of  any  superfluous  moisture 
which  may  cling  to  the  line.  The  latter  is  worked 
out  once  more,  and  the  cast  repeated,  and  so  on 

*  The  Red  Tag  ii  a  fin3  dace  fly.— En 
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ad  lib.  Sometimes  the  creel  can  be  quickly  filled, 
while  at  others  dace  will  apparently  only  "  smell " 
the  fly.  Still,  even  then,  if  the  wielder  of  the  rod 
knows  his  business,  he  will  make  a  fair  catch 
when  the  fish  are  apparently  only  "  nosing  "  the 
fly.  It  is  not  advisable  to  have  the  flies  dressed 
on  hooks  smaller  than  No.  0,  as  dace,  when  in  the 
humour,  are  such  free  risers  that  there  is  little 
gained,  but  rather  the  contrary,  by  using  such 
tiny  hooks  as  No.  OOO's.  H.  A.  Rolt. 


SAD  DEATH  OF  MRS.  A.  NELSON 
CHENEY. 


So  rc  any  anglers  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
know  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney  personally  or  through 
his  writings,  that  they  will  be  grieved,  as  we  are, 
to  hear  of  the  terrible  loss  he  has  recently 
sustained  through  the  death  of  his  wife  by  an 
accident  thus  described  in  an  American  paper  : 

"  An  explosion  of  gasoline,  attended  with  serions 
results,  occurred  yesterday  morning  about  half 
past  eight  o'clock  at  the  residence  of  State  Fish 
eulturist  A.  N.  Cheney,  Elm-street.  James  E 
Waters,  a  plumber,  and  a  painter  were  at  work  in 
the  kitchen.  Mr.  Waters  was  removing  the  paint 
from  a  hot-water  boiler  with  a  gasoline  blow 
burner  when  the  gasoline  exploded,  burning  the 
left  side  of  his  neck,  face,  and  arms  to  a  blister. 
His  eyes  were  saved  owing  to  the  fact  that  he 
wore  glasses.  Mrs.  Cheney,  who  was  passing  the 
boiler  when  the  explosion  occurred,  felt  some 
of  its  force.  Her  skirts  were  soon  enveloped  in 
flames,  and,  calling  for  aid,  she  ran  into  the 
dining-room,  where  she  met  Mr.  Cheney  on  his 
way  to  the  kitchen.  He  covered  her  with  blankets 
from  an  adjoining  bedroom,  and,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  daughter.  Miss  Beatrice  Cheney, 
succeeded  in  extinguishing  the  blaze.  Dr. 
Henning  was  called,  and,  after  an  examination, 
he  found  that  Mrs.  Cheney  was  badly  burned  on 
the  legs,  back,  and  arms.  She  was  also  suffering 
from  shock,  and  Dr.  Hunt  was  summoned  in 
consultation. 

"In  the  meantime  the  flames  had  been  ex- 
tinguished in  the  kitchen,  and  Dr.  Little  was 
summoned  to  take  care  of  Mr.  Waters.  In 
attempting  to  extinguish  the  flames,  Mr.  Cheney's 
hands  were  severely  burned,  and  his  hair  and 
moustache  singed.  His  knee  was  also  bruised  in 
some  manner  in  the  excitsment. 

"  Mr.  Waters  was  resting  easily  last  evening  at 
his  home  on  Prospect-street.  Mrs.  Cheney, 
although  badly  burned,  did  not  complain  of  any 
pain  last  evening.  Mr.  Cheney  is  able  to  be 
around  the  house,  but  suffers  a  great  deal  of  pam 
in  his  right  hand. 

"  Later.— Mrs.  Cheney  died  at  11.45  last  night. 
Dr.  Henning,  who  had  been  at  her  bedside  con- 
tinuously since  four  o'clock,  was  fearful  of  the 
consequences  from  the  time  he  was  first  called. 
She  made  no  complaint,  but  the  physician  noted 
that  the  shock  to  her  nervous  system  was  severe, 
and  he  was  therefore  apprehensive  of  fatal 
results. 

"  The  deceased  was  an  eminently  worthy  lady 
She  was  kindly,  cheerful,  and  tenderly  sym 
pathetic,  and  embodied  in  her  character  all  of  the 
ennobling  attributes  of  womanhood.  To  her 
husband  and  only  child.  Miss  Beatrice  Cheney, 
who  will  feel  her  loss  most  severely,  heartfelt 
sympathy  will  be  extended.  Mrs.  Cheney  is  also 
survived  by  two  sisters— Mrs.  Elihu  Vedder,_  of 
Itome,  Italy,  and  Mrs.  Anna  Butler,  of  Utica. 
She  celebrated  her  fifty-second  birthday  only  a 
short  time  ago." 

Mr.   Cheney  and  his  family  will  have  the 
sympathy  of  all  anglers. 


THE  KOCK  FISHING  SEASON. 

The  amount  of  attention  which  is  now  so 
deservedly  paid  to  this  branch  of  the  craft  is 
yearly  on  the  increase.  It  has  caught  on  in  the 
south,  and  taken  root  in  many  new  places  ;  and 
in  the  north,  where  it  always  existed,  it  was  never 
more  popular  than  it  is  at  present. 

From  time  immemorial  the  rod  and  creel— ;-and 
such  a  capacious  creel — have  been  familiar  objects 
along  the  iron-bound  shores  of  bonnie  Scotland 
in  general,  and  Aberdeen,  Kincardine,  and  the 
Moray  Firth  coasts  in  particular.  Here,  within 
easy  distance  of  civilisation,  from  May  till  Octo- 
ber, the  rock  fishers  swarm  into  every  creek  and 
bay  in  theii-  enthusiasm  for  the  best  of  health- 
giving  arts — sea  aagling.  On  the  west  coast  of 
Scotland,  as  well  as  on  all  the  islands,  splendid 
sport  may  be  obtained  angling  from  the  rocks, 
but  more  frequently  with  hand-lines  in  the  boats 
and  yawls,  with  the  fishermen  who  own  them  as 
guides,  philosophers,  and  friends.  But  the  sport 
as  practised  south  of  Aberdeen  comes  nearest  to 
the  highest  development  of  this  sport,  that  it  may 
be  taken  as  a  sample  of  what  may  be  obtained 
in  this  connection  by  the  most  exacting  of  the 
fraternity.  It  may  at  times  be  looked  upon  as 
rough,  but  it  much  depends  on  the  tools  on  hand, 
and  it  is  as  much  an  art  as  many  forms  of  river 
fishing  we  are  acquainted  with 


The  fishing  grounds  on  the  east  coast  lend 


SOME  GOOD  GUT. 


Messrs.  F.  T.  Williams  and  Co.,  10,  Great 
Queen-street,  London,  send  us  a  hank  of  their 
18in.  undrawn  trout  gut,  at  5s.  6d.  per  hank  of  100 
strands.  We  have  tested  it,  both  as  regards 
length  and  strength,  and  can  safely  say  that  it  is 
very  good  value  indeed,  especially  for  May  Fly 
casts,  or  for  the  upper  part  of  ordinary  tapered 
casts.  They  have  the  same  gut  in  stock,  16in.  in 
length,  at  3s.  6d.  the  hank.  We  have  never  seen 
better  gut  at  the  price,  the  strength  being 
specially  good.  It  can  be  had  stained  a  smoky 
blue  tint  or  unstained. 


themselves  beautifully  to  the  display  of  skill,  and 
the  sea  angler  who  would  make  the  best  creel 
must  sedulously  study  their  ways. 

The  best  belt  extends  from  the  Bay  of  Nigg, 
where  the  new  hatchery  of  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  is  being  erected,  to  Katerline,  some  twenty 
miles  south,  where  only  last  July  two  of  us  made 
a  basket  of  1801b.,  being  four  times  the  best  basket 
we  ever  made  on  any  other  part  of  the  coast. 

The  favourite  creeks  are  all  well  defined,  and 
have  their  devotees  attending  regularly  upon 
them,  seldom  shifting  their  ground  unless 
"harrowed"  out  of  it  by  others  jealous  of  the 
sport  got  and  the  baskets  made,  when  a  move 
will  then  be  made  to  pastures  new,  probably  not 
so  accessible,  nor  probably  so  near,  but  more 
select,  and,  if  possible,  more  exclusive. 

The  different  "  seats,"  or  shelves  of  rock,  have 
all  their  local  names,  as  well  as  the  creeks  in 
which  the  fishing  is  done,  much  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  -banks,  pools,  and  stones  of  a 
salmon  or  trout  stream  are  named.  The  "  Devil's 
Creek,"  "Sandy's  Hole,"  the  "Mason's  Gap," 
and  "  Seaton's  Stair,"  are  specimens  of  the  local 
nomenclature  of  some  of  the  more  favourite 
haunts.  "  Seaton's  Stair,"  like  aU  the  rest,  has  a 
history  attached  well  worth  repeating,  as  showing 
how  the  names  have  cropped  up.  Seaton  was 
known  to  a  bygone  generation  of  anglers  on  the 
Dee,  Don,  and  north  of  Scotland  generally. 
Although  a  big,  stout  man  in  his  prime,  he  was 
much  bent  and  nearly  done  when  we  made  his 
acquaintance  some  thirty-five  years  ago,  among 
our  first,  and  his  last,  journeys  to  the  rocks  at 
"Burnbanks,"  south  of  Aberdeen.  He  claimed 
exceptional  rights  and  privileges  for  himself, 
although  he  allowed  very  little  to  others  when  it 
came  his  way.  a 

He  boasted  that  he,  as  a  citizen  of  Bon  Accord 
^Aberdeen),  had  rights  to  fish  on  the  Dee  and 
Don  as  he  chose,  and  he  made  the  most  of  his 
opportunities  on  the  tidal  waters,  although  he 
had  often  to  face  up  for  his  depredations. 
Interdict  having  been  obtained  against  him 
taking  salmon  or  sea  trout,  he  was  constantly 
watched  by  the  bailiffs,  so  much  so  that  this 
champion  of  the  people's  rights  shook  the  dust 
from  off  his  feet,  as  far  as  salmon  and  sea  trout 
and  the  small  chance  of  a  few  yellow  fin  were 
concerned,  and  henceforth  devoted  himself  to 
rock  angling.  Finding  a  favourite  guK,  only 
somewhat  difficult  to  get  down  to,  he  had  a  rope 
fixed  into  a  "  dog  "  at  the  top  of  the  dechvity, 
and  by  its  means  was  thus  enabled  to  let  himself 
down  and  pull  himself  up  when  necessity  arose, 
as  it  always  did  about  high  water,  when  at  the 
best  it  was  time  to  shift.  This  was  called 
"  Seaton's  Stair,"  and  is  so  named  to  this  day, 
but  more  on  account  of  the  attempted  "tragedy  " 
which  occurred  there  than  for  anythingelse.  Seaton 
was  not  left  long  in  sole  possession  of  this 
favourite  spot,  when  a  tailor,  hearing  of  the 
phenomenal  baskets  that  were  being  got  from  it, 
resolved  to  forestall  Seaton  in  his  "  seat,"  and 


accordingly,  when  Seaton  arrived  he  found  his 
ground  occupied  and  his  "rights"  usurped. 
"  Come  out  of  that,"  roared  the  infuriated  Seaton. 
"  I've  as  good  a  right  here  as  you,"  roared  back 
the  tailor.  "  Then,"  replied  Seaton,  "  you'll  please 
use  your  own  rope  to  take  you  hame  (home), 
and,  suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  he  cut  the  rope 
and  took  it  with  him  to  another  part  of  the  coast 
some  miles  farther  south.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
hom-s'  time  the  salmon  fishers  near  by  were 
startled  by  the  piteous  cries  of  the  tailor  for  help, 
and  at  last  finding  out  where  he  was,  they  were 
just  in  time  to  rescue  him  in  a  very  exhausted 
condition  and  in  imminent  danger  of  being  swept 
off  with  the  flood  tide.  It  is  needless  to  say  the 
tailor  never  appropriated  "The  Seaton  Stair 
again.  But  although  this  is  meant  to  illustrate 
aome  of  the  difficulties  to  be  at  times  faced  by  the 
sea  angler,  yet,  on  the  whole,  the  footing,  if  pre- 
carious at  certain  points,  is  quite  safe;  and, 
unless  by  pure  accident,  no  more  casualties  occur 
at  the  rocks  on  an  average  than  what  at  times 
take  place  in  the  river. 

The  sport  is  mainly  confined  to  cod  and  saithe, 
although  at  some  points  flounders  and  whiting 
are  found,  and  occasionally  a  rim  of  herring  when 
they  are  on  the  coast.  If  the  piers  and  break- 
waters be  included,  from  which  splendid  sport  is 
often  obtained,  then  whiting,  haddock,  and  an 
occasional  finnock  and  sea  trout  may  b3  added  to 
the  basket.  Of  course,  sea  trout  are  illegal  when 
fished  for  per  se ;  but  as  they  are  got  more  by 
accident  than  otherwise,  no  watch  or  guard  is 
ever  kept  over  them,  and  no  challenge  has  ever 
been  known  to  have  been  made  to  anyone  when 
a  chance  sea  trout  or  even  a  grilse  came  his  way 
from  the  pier.  .  i  ofi. 

The  usual  rod  is  a  bamboo  of  about  IStt.  or 
20ft.  long,  sometimes  longer,  reaching  to  the 
extreme  length  of  24£t.  These  are  light  rods  for 
their  size,  and  are  mainly  used  for  bait  fishing ; 
a  smaller  rod  of  from  12ft.  to  14ft.  being  used  for 
spinning— for  a  great  deal  of  work  is  done  with 
the  spinning  rod,  both  from  the  piers  and  the 
platforms  here  and  there  found  along  the  coast  in 
the  longer  creeks.  The  smaller  rod  is  also 
requisitioned  for  fly  work,  which  is  also  much  m 
vogue  when  the  water  and  tide  are  in  suitable 
ply. 

Silk  lines  are  of  little  value,  nor  is  there  much 
gut  requisitioned  for  sea  fishing,  most  of  the  lines 
being  of  cord,  and  the  tippets  of  the  hooks  of 
fine  hair.  . 

For  baiting  and  fly  work,  however,  gut  is 
requisitioned  by  most  of  the  anglers;  m  fact, 
all  the  fly  work  is  done  on  a  gut  flight.  The 
flic^ht  usually  consists  of  from  a  dozen  to  eighteen 
almost  naked  hooks— a  small  bit  of  coloured 
feather  being  all  the  dressing  required  as  a  sort 
of  wing.  The  hooks  are  galvanised  wire,  and  the 
brighter  the  better.  A  sea  flight  can  be  had  foi- 
ls or  Is.  6d.  ready  for  use,  sinker  and  all,  and 
looks  the  most  primitive  lure  imaginable. 
Herring  are  often  taken  with  the  naked  hook 
alone,  and  when  they  are  being  looked  for  m  clear 
water  and  on  a  bright  day  it  is  a  common  thing 
to  clear  the  hooks  of  their  wmg  leathers 
altogether.  .    .  ^  • 

The  working  of  the  fly  flight  is  an  art  m  itselt. 
easily  acquii-ed  after  watching  a  practised  hand 
travelUng  over  his  ground  once  or  twice. 
Throwing  his  flies  well  out,  with  a  2oz.  smker  at 
the  very  end,  he  commences  walking  slowly  along 
his  platform,  sawing  the  water  up  and  down  witli 
aU  the  flight  of  hooks  well  sunk,  and  when  he  has 
reached  the  extremity  of  his  ground,  commencing 
the  return  journey  after  the  same  fashion.  Some- 
times two  or  three  fly-hands  may  be  walking 
along  the  same  platform,  and  only  a  yard  or  two 
behind  each  other,  all  turning  simultaneously  and 
acting  in  happy  accord  when  anything  is  struck, 
never  fouling,  and  never  exchanging  a  word  from 
one  week's  end  to  the  other.  Each  seems  to  know 
what  the  others  rights  are,  and  what  he  naturally 
expects  will  be  done  towards  himself  he  teeis 
called  upon  to  do  to  them. 

In  leaving  this  part  of  the  paper,  -"-e  may 
mention  that  old  salmon  flies  may  very  profitably 
be  used  up  in  this  connection,  and  the  other  day 
we  came  across  a  rock  fisher  who  preferred 
disused  salmon  flies  to  the  usual  orthodox  coast 
lures,  and  had  collected  a  whole  flower-pot  full  ot 
Gordons,  Jock  Scotts,  Akroyds,  and  Eagles, 
which  he  was  busUy  re-whippm?  on  to  tresh 
strands  of  gut  and  removing  superfluous  leathers 
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for  this  purpose.  They  had  once  done  duty  in  a 
nobler,  or  at  least  a  more  expensive  cause !  Sic 
transit  gloria  mundi. 

The  phantom,  but  more  particularly  the  Devon 
minnow  of  the  largest  pike  size,  and  the  brightest 
of  bright,  is  the  most  successful  spinning  bait 
usually  employed  from  the  rocks  and  pier  heads. 
With  a  12ft.  or  14ft.  spinning  I'od  and  a  Notting- 
ham reel,  the  cast  is  deftly  made,  and,  when  the 
bait  has  sufficiently  sunk,  the  winding  in  is  then 
performed  as  I'apidly  as  the  moment  demands. 
In  an  outgoing  tide  it  is  done  very  slowly,  as  if 
the  Im-e  were  working  against  the  forces  of 
nature,  but  in  an  incoming  tide  the  reeling  is 
performed  more  quickly,  and  care  taken  that  the 
lure  by  no  means  sinks  quite  to  the  bottom.  With 
an  incoming  tide  it  is  usual  to  fish  across  the 
current,  but,  of  course,  much  at  all  times  depends 
on  the  strength  of  the  flood  and  the  position  of  the 
angler. 

As  in  the  case  with  all  rock  angling,  when  a 
fish  is  struck  little  law  is  given,  and  unless  an 
extra  heavy  one  has  been  hooked,  a  minute  or  two 
at  the  best  suffices  to  bring  the  average  quarry  on 
to  the  rocks  at  the  feet  of  the  expectant  angler. 
Baiting  with  crab,  mussel,  herring,  or  sand  eel  is 
still  the  most  popular  method  of  fishing  with  the 
majority  of  rock  anglers.  The  worm  is  not  much 
used  on  the  north-east  coast,  probably  on  account 
of  the  facility  with  which  the  other  baits  can  be 
picked  up. 

A  single  hook,  on  a  paternoster  of  about  18in., 
is  the  common  flight,  and  of  these  several  sizes 
are  usually  ready  at  hand,  to  be  changed 
according  to  the  state  of  the  tide  and  the  size  of 
the  fish  about. 

With  a  tuft  of  wool,  from  which  a  strand  or 
two  of  the  longest  fibres  are  drawn,  the  bait  is 
whipped  on  to  the  hook ;  and  then,  usually  at  low 
water,  the  angler  commences  searching  for  his 
fish.  The  fish  enter  the  creeks  with  the  turn  of 
the  tide,  hunting  from  the  sea  inwards  as  the  tide 
sweeps  round,  and  returning  again  from  the 
farther  end  as  the  tide  recedes,  so  that  there  is  a 
double  chance  of  a  basket,  both  when  the  fish  are 
coming  and  going  past  the  point,  where  the 
expectant  angler,  when  in  luck,  fills  his  creel. 
Spring  tides  are  considered  more  favourable  than 
"  neap  tides,"  and  a  "  fleecy  "  day  rather  than  one 
of  the  brightest  sunshine. 

Excellent  sea  fishing  can  be  had  at  any  of  the 
points  along  the  coast  from  small  boats,  some- 
what after  the  same  fashion,  or  with  hand-lines. 

G.  M. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  will  be  held 
(by  kind  permission)  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
on  Wednesday,  June  29,  at  5.30  p.m.  precisely. 
Agenda. 

1.  — To  read  and  confirm  minutes  of  the  last 

annual  meeting. 

2.  — To  receive  report  of  the  society  for  the  year 

ending  April  30,  1898. 

3.  — Election  of  officers,  &c.,  &c. 

H.  Whitmobe  Higgins, 

Hon.  Sec.  and  Son.  Treas. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  MAINE  LAKES. 

{Continued  from  page  451.) 

By  Charles  W.  Stevens. 
Now,  Joe,  although  a  good  cook,  and,  as  we 
already  know,  possessed  of  other  valuable  cha- 
racteristics, had  in  youth  received  no  book  educa- 
tion, and  could  neither  read  nor  write;  and 
though  he  knew  the  contents  of  a  can  of  tomatoes 
by  the  picture  of  the  fruit  on  the  outside,  he  was 
in  profound  ignorance  of  the  contents  of  these. 
So  in  he  came  to  madam  to  ask  for  an  explana- 
tion, but  somehow  the  poor  fellow's  brain  was 
muddled,  and  we  covddn't  make  him  understand 
the  contents,  so  we  appealed  to  one  of  his  re- 
maining senses,  his  eyesight,  and  opened  the  can 
for  him.  The  consternation  depicted  on  his 
countenance  must  have  been  seen  to  be  appre- 
ciated. He  drew  himself  up  to  his  full  height, 
and  this  exclamation  burst  from  his  lips  :  "  Mrs. 
Stevens,  my  God,  it  is  com  !  "  Corn  on  the  ear 
and  corn  in  a  can,  were,  to  his  uneducated  mind, 
as  widely  separated  as  a  corn  on  the  foot  from 
a  com  on  the  oak. 


I  have  just  learned  that  Joe  has  left  the  camp, 
gone  for  ever,  unless  he  goes  back  as  a  visitor  to 
the  secluded  spot  where  he  has  spent  so  many 
years  of  his  life.  And  though  many,  perhaps, 
who  peruse  these  pages  may  only  have  known  him 
in  these  simple  sketches,  those  who  have  will 
look  back  upon  his  stewardship  with  a  partial 
feeling  of  regret  that  in  future  his  grey  hairs  will 
be  missed,  and  his  peculiar  speech  heard  no  more. 
Good-bye,  Joe  !  May  your  declining  years  be 
made  happy!.  You  have  done  the  best  in  your 
simple  way  to  improve  the  few  talents  committed 
to  your  care. 

It  was  a  hot  day  this  last  in  camp,  for  even  in 
the  far  off  mountain  regions  does  the  sun  pro- 
claim his  mastery ;  and  so  after  dinner  we  had 
no  disposition  to  interview  his  sunship's  burning 
glances,  but  preferred  the  shadow  of  the  camp, 
with  its  cooling  draughts,  to  the  shining  surface 
of  the  cove  or  stream.  The  next  morning  we 
arose  early,  but  our  guides  had  been  up  hours 
before  us  ;  and  the  long  row  of  beautiful  trout, 
spread  upon  the  grass  preparatory  to  packing  for 
friends  at  home,  greeted  our  admiring  eyes  as  we 
saluted  the  morning  air. 

Various  are  the  methods  of  packing  trout  for 
transportation.  I  clean  mihe,  and  pack  them  in 
moss  which  has  been  thoroughly  dried  in  the 
sun,  placing  a  goodly  quantity  of  ice  at  the  top 
and  bottom  of  the  box,  but  none  in  close  proxi- 
mity to  the  fish.  Except  in  extremely  hot 
weather  I  have  found  that  trout  packed  in  this 
manner  reach  Boston  in  very  fine  order,  and  have 
quite  a  trouty  taste  and  appearance ;  but — and 
it's  a  long  but — if  one  wishes  to  know  the  true 
taste  and  flavour  of  the  trout,  they  must  go  to 
them :  the  transport  of  eating  is  lessened  by 
transportation,  and  their  radiant  spots  must  be 
seen  on  the  spot.  This,  many  of  you  well  know ; 
and  those  among  my  readers  who  do  not,  wiU,  I 
hope,  take  the  first  opportunity  of  proving  it 
themselves ;  they  also  will  be  improved  thereby. 

"  I  am  sorry  you  go.  Miss  Stevens.  Tou  have 
egg,  boil,  ten  minutes ;  you  have  ham,  cold,  for 
lunch? — yes,"  was  Joe's  salutation  as  we  sat 
down  to  breakfast. 

"  Plenty  men,  my  God  !  few  women !  "  con- 
tinued Joe,  without  waiting  for  a  I'eply  from  the 
madam,  who  was  unconsciously  blushing  at  so 
flattering  a  farewell,  but  who  at  last  sufficiently 
recovered  to  thank  Joe  for  his  compliment. 

A  regretful  feeling  on  the  part  of  us  all  that 
this  is  our  parting  meal  renders  us  less  enthusias- 
tic over  the  freshly  killed  trout,  which  Joe  has 
cooked  with  unusual  care,  and  we  eat  like  those 
who  go  rather  than  those  who  come ;  but  we  shall 
soon  regain  our  appetites,  for  a  pleasant  journey 
is  before  us.  Our  traps,  already  packed,  are 
hoisted  upon  the  backs  of  our  ever- willing  guides, 
and  we  are  gathering  our  lighter  articles  to 
follow  with  them  to  the  landing.  It  is  a  glorious 
morning,  and  the  wind  is  fair.  As  we  shall  have 
plenty  of  time,  we  stop  on  our  way  at  Whitney's 
camp,  where  we  pass  the  compliments  of  the  day 
with  brother  Cole,  whom  we  find  sole  occupant  of 
this  delightful  retreat. 

Here  we  are  again,  just  entering  the  narrows ; 
and,  true  to  Charlie  Cuttings's  prophecy,  we  have 
a  head  wind  at  first,  and  shortly  none  at  all.  The 
sail  flaps  idly  against  the  mast,  and  the  boys  fill 
their  pipes  preparatory  to  a  practical  lesson  on 
the  enlargement  of  muscle. 

While  they  row  along  leisurely,  as  usual,  we 
amuse  ourselves  by  waking  the  echoes  of  the 
distant  hills,  or  chaffing  each  other  on  various 
events  that  have  transpired  during  our  pleasant 
sojourn  among  the  hills.  Soon  the  narrows  are 
passed,  and  a  famous  spurt,  which  would  do 
credit  to  a  college  crew,  and  reminding  us  of  Tom 
Moore's  pretty  little  song  : 

Kow,  brothers,  row  !  the  stream  runs  fast. 
The  rapids  are  near  and  the  daylight's  past, 

brings  us,  in  quite  a  lively  manner,  upon  the 
waters  of  the  lower  lake.  Now  a  fine  breeze 
springs  up,  and  once  more  we  hoist  our  sail  to  its 
speeding  influence.  A  short  hour  and  a  half 
brings  us  to  the  arm  of  the  lake,  where  ten  days 
ago  we  bade  good-bye  to  Uncle  John  Merrill,  and 
where  we  are  to-day  to  meet  him  and  bis 
comfortable  buckboard. 

We  have  just  time  to  build  a  fire,  for  Charlie 
and  the  madam  would  die  if  they  couldn't  have 
their  cup  of  tea,  when  we  hear  a  crackling  of  the 
bushes  and  a  trampling  of   feet ;  and  the  old 


black  mare,  her  tail  revolving  like  a  windmill,  in 
vain  attempts  to  switch  off  the  flies,  followed  by 
Uncle  John's  smiling  face  and  white  beard, 
emerges  from  a  wilderness  of  leaves. 

"  Well,  boys,  what  luck  ?  "  was  John's  first 
salutation,  as  with  the  back  of  his  hand  he 
brushed  the  perspiration,  and  a  few  black  flies, 
from  his  forehead. 

"  Splendid." 

"  Capital." 

"Lovely," — was  the  quick  response  from  the 
united  voices  (I  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  dis- 
tinguish them),  as  we  point  with  pride  to  the 
boxes  under  which  the  guides  are  struggling,  and 
which  soon  are  securely  lashed  to  the  buckboard, 
and  are  completely  sheltered  from  the  sun  by 
John's  forethought  in  covering  them. 

(To  be  continued.) 


RESERVOIR  TROUTING  IN  A 
NORTHERN  COUNTY. 


Thanks  to  the  public  spirit  of  the  P.  and  Q. 
Water  Company,  anglers  resident  in  the  southern 
portion  of  the  county  of  S.  are  afforded  splendid 
opportunities  of  fishing  for  loch  trout  at  a  small 
monetary  cost.  The  company  have  well  stocked 
their  reservoirs,  and  for  the  sum  of  10s.  6d. 
fishing  can  be  pursued  from  April  to  September 
(inclusive).  Ai-tisans  and  others  are  charged  a 
still  lower  price,  so  that  whatever  may  be  the 
social  position  of  an  angler  he  need  not  be 
debarred  by  financial  considerations  from  a  most 
fascinating  sport.  The  reservoirs  are  seven  in 
number,  and  vary  greatly  in  size,  from  the  enor- 
mous "  Southern,"  on  which  a  navy  might  disport, 
to  a  small  but  very  deep  tank,  some  30yds.  only  in 
diameter,  in  which  trout  seem  to  literally  swarm. 
For  that  matter,  trout  are  numerous  enough  in 
all  the  "  ponds,"  as  they  are  locally  called — the 
whole  place  seeming  aboil  when  a  rise  is  on — but 
in  the  little  pond  one  is  quite  sure  of  making  his 
cast  among  the  fish,  which  is  a  satisfaction, 
whether  they  take  or  not.  When  they  do  the  fun 
is  fast  and  furious.  There  are  great  and  un- 
accountable differences  between  the  "  ponds  "  in 
regard  to  size,  condition,  and  gameness  of  their 
fish.  In  the  "  Northern  " — the  topmost  of  the 
seven,  and  the  least  artificial  in  its  sun-oundings— • 
the  trout  run  to  a  very  respectable  size.  Some  of 
51b.  and  61b.  have  been  taken,  and  it  is  rare  to 
hook  one  of  less  than  lib.  or  so.  Strong  and 
lively  fish  they  are,  too.  Perhaps  the  superior 
size  of  the  fish  in  this  *'  pond  "  may  be  accounted 
for  by  the  difficulty  of  fishing  it,  when  the  season 
has  somewhat  advanced,  on  account  of  a  heavy 
growth  of  weed,  and  of  a  high  bank,  on  the  best 
side,  which  renders  casting  a  precarious  business, 
especially  when  the  wind  is  in  the  "  airt,"  which 
makes  the  fly  the  best  lure.  Delightful  memories 
come  to  the  writer  as  he  recalls  many  a  gloaming 
hour  on  the  banks  of  the  "  Northern  " — the  reeds 
and  sedges  whispering  to  the  wind,  and  the  air 
full  of  the  bleat  of  snipe,  plaint  of  plover,  and 
whistle  of  curlew;  the  big  trout  rising  by  the 
dozen  with  "  plop  "  and  splash,  and  now  and  then 
a  whirr  of  the  reel,  which  set  the  pulse  a  dancing 
in  hope  of  a  whopper.  In  the  adjacent,  much 
smaller,  reservoir-,  the  average  size  is  about  fib. — 
plump,  sonsy  fish  for  the  most  part.  Next  to 
that  is  a  somewhat  larger  sheet  of  water, 
renowned  for  the  gameness  of  its  trout — bright 
coloured  beauties  of  the  liveliest  kind,  fighting 
while  an  atom  of  strength  remains.  On  a  breezy 
day  first-class  sport  may  be  had  with  the  fly 
among  the  vivacious  inhabitants  of  that  "  pond." 
Adjoining  it  is  another,  separated  only  by  a  bank, 
and  directly  communicated  with  by  a  tunnel, 
through  which  the  water  is  almost  constantly 
flowing,  where  the  fish  are  of  a  very  different 
kidney — long,  lanky,  dull  brutes,  giving  next  to 
no  sport,  and  scarcely  worth  the  landing.  The 
curious  thing  is,  that  there  is  no  scarcity  of 
"  feed,"  as  far  as  one  can  judge.  To  an 
ordinary  observer  there  is  little  or  no  difference 
in  habitat,  and  yet  the  fish  in  the  two  "  ponds  " 
differ  amazingly.  Indeed,  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  the  trout  of  each  of  the  seven 
reservoirs  have  their  own  well  defined  chai-acter- 
istics.  The  various  species  which  have  been 
turned  in  are  well  diffused  among  the  "  ponds," 
all  of  which  are  supplied  by  the  same  runner, 
which  flows  parallel  with  each  on  a  higher  level, 
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and  there  seems  to  be  plenty  of  feed  every- 
where. In  one  "  pond,"  the  last  and  lowest 
(and  largest)  of  the  series,  a  few  char  are  to  be 
found,  -which  give  variety  in  playing. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  many  readers  wiU 
sneer  at  reservoir  trouting,  when  the  admission 
is  made  that  most  of  the  fish  that  are  caught 
are  taken  by  bait,  and  that  in  a  rather  curious 
manner,  as  will  presently  be  shown.  Of  course, 
the  fly  is  used,  and  that  largely — exclusively, 
indeed,  by  many  who  haunt  "  the  ponds."  On 
a  breezy  day  rattling  sport  may  be  had  with  a 
trio' of  mecMum  size  loch  flies,  cast  diagonally, 
and  sunk  and  drawn  gently  towards  the  stones 
which  fringe  the  margin  of  the  water.  A  rush 
and  a  flop,  and  a  few  minutes  of  tingling 
delight.  Yes;  the  fly  has  it  for  choice. 
When  the  wind  is  strong,  and  the  wavelets 
ai-e  dashing  on  the  miniatm-e  rocks,  it  pays 
to  drop  the  flies  within  a  yard  of  the 
mai'gin  among  the  foam  and  floating  debris  which 
has  been  driven  up.  Some  men  are  remarkably 
successful  with  "  the  flee "  (as  they  call  it  up 
there),  even  under  conditions  of  weather  and 
water  which  would  discourage  most  from  its  use. 
One  sturdy  pitman,  with  a  cap  stuck  full  of 
buzzy  monsters  of  his  own  tying,  used  to  lash 
away  day  in  and  day  out,  and  he  generally  got 
fish.  When  he  did  not  it  was  safe  to  reckon 
that  other  creels  were  also  empty.  His  rod — a 
wonderful  spliced  affair  of  fir  and  lance — was  like 
a  weaver's  beam,  an  old  salmon  rod,  in  fact ;  but 
he  sent  out  a  line  as  straight  as  a  die,  and  his 
flies  feU  as  lightly  as  snowflakes.  A  good 
sportsman  he,  from  his  fly-covered  cap  to  his 
indescribable  boots.  He  might  have  done  worse 
than  take  out  a  patent  for  the  latter,  for  footgear 
that  will  enable  one  to  stand  securely  on  sloping 
stones  while  swinging  a  16ft.  rod  in  the  teeth  of 
a  gale  is  to  be  desired.  One  enthusiastic  fisher- 
man, who  took  an  involuntary  bath  there  twice  in 
one  April  day  a  season  or  two  ago,  would  like  a 
pair  of  boots  which  would  grip  those  treacherous 
stones.  No  boats  are  allowed,  so  that  all  fishing 
must  be  done  from  the  sloping  banks.  The 
tackle  needed  for  fly  work  is  a  double-handed 
rod,  14ft.  to  16ft.,  with  plenty  of  di-iving  power, 
but  not  clumsy  enough  to  spoil  one's  feel  of  a  lib. 
trout,  a  heavyish  tapered  line,  a  3yd.  cast  of  best 
gut.  Almost  any  loch  flies  will  do,  but  the  trout 
there  seem  to  have  a  weakness  for  a  bit  of  red  in 
the  dressing.  On  a  very  windy  day,  if  also 
cloudy,  a  big  Zulu  is  a  capital  fly.  Large 
Red  Palmers  are  also  deadly.  In  the  evening 
a  white  tip,  with  silver  body,  seems  to  be 
irresistible. 

The  minnow,  natural  or  artificial,  is  a  successful 
lure  in  the  hands  of  a  good  manipulator,  especially 
early  in  the  season.  On  a  squally  day  in  April  a 
Devon  or  Phantom  spun  along  parallel  with  the 
bank  about  3yds.  out,  or  nearer  the  stones  on 
which  the  water  is  dashing,  will  generally  account 
for  a  few  brace  of  good  ones.  On  a  calm  day,  or 
any  day  later  on,  the  drop  minnow  is  the  thing. 
I  always  found  minnows  preserved  in  Formalin 
much  the  best;  quite  as  good  as  those  freshly 
caught  and  killed.  Thread  youi-  minnow  head 
downwards  on  a  leaded  double  hook,  use  a  free- 
running  Nottingham  reel  and  an  undressed  line, 
and  cast  well  out.  Allow  to  sink  well,  then  draw 
in  a  yard ;  pause,  and  repeat  the  process  at  short 
intervals  until  the  bait  is  close  to  shore — the 
likeliest  moment  for  a  run,  by  the  way — and  if  a 
big,  hungry  trout  be  within  reach,  you'll  suddenly 
be  made  aware  of  it.  A  stiffish  rod,  cane  for 
choice,  is  needful.  It  is  necessary  to  be  very 
careful  when  spinning  near  the  edge.  In  the 
interstices  among  those  stones  there  are  enough 
minnows  and  traces  to  stock  a  shop.  I  once  saw 
there  a  curious  method  of  fishing  with  minnow ; 
a  sort  of  cross  between  trout  and  pike  fishing — 
live-baiting  with  float.  A  big  live  minnow  was 
hooked  through  lip  and  back  fin,  and  fished  snap 
fashion.  The  noteworthy  part  of  the  tackle  was 
the  float.  To  overcome  the  difficulty  of  making 
a  long  cast  with  a  light  and  delicately  attached 
bait,  the  ingenious  user  had  procured  a  glass  test- 
tube  about  6in.  long  and  some  fin.  in  diameter. 
Into  this  he  had  put  enough  water  to  make  it 
cock  properly,  then  corked  it  up,  and  attached  it 
to  the  line  by  means  of  indiarubber  riags.  The 
concern  could  be  swung  out  a  gi-eat  distance,  and 
was  a  most  sensitive  indicator  of  a  bite.  He 
missed  a  good  many  fish,  but  got  some. 

Fishing  with  worm  and  dock  grub  is  much  in 


vogue,  and,  although  many  will  doubtless  con- 
demn it,  but  little  else  can  be  done  on  a  calm, 
blazing  summer  day.  It  is  of  small  use  to  lash  a 
mirror-like  surface  with  a  cast  of  flies.  Minnow 
is  out  of  it,  and  unless  one  is  prepared  to  sit  on 
the  bank  and  whistle  for  a  breeze,  or  to  go  bird 
nesting  or  mushroom  gathering  until  the  evening 
rise,  he  must  use  worm  or  grub  if  he  wants  to 
catch  fish.  And  this  much  may  be  urged  in 
extenuation,  that  the  thing  is  not  as  simple  as 
it  sounds.  Enthusiastic  reservoir  wormers  argue 
that  theii-  method  of  bottom  fishing  is  not  un- 
sportsmanslike,  and  that  it  demands  a  high 
degree  of  skill,  as  well  as  much  patience.  If  you 
would  excel  as  a  reservoir  angler  with  worm,  you 
must  learn  to  cast  jowc  bait  properly.  The 
modus  (yperandi  is  as  follows :  Draw  oif  from  the 
reel,  through  the  top  ring  of  the  rod,  20yds.  to 
30yds.  of  line,  and  coil  it  on  the  ground, 
or  in  the  water  at  youi-  feet.  Then  begin  a 
steady  switch  cast,  which  you  can  only  leara 
by  watching  someone  who  Imows  how  to  do  it. 
If  it  be  correctly  executed,  your  line  will  go 
out  a  few  yards  at  a  time,  until  there  is  a 
funny  sort  of  kick  up  and  curl  over  of  your 
cast,  a,nd  the  bait  settles  down  afar  out,  with 
the  line  perfectly  straight  from  hook  to  point 
of  rod.  It  takes  a  good  deal  of  learning,  but 
is  a  neat  and  pretty  bit  of  work  when  well 
done.  An  expert  will  get  out  an  enormous 
length  of  line  in  an  incredibly  small  number  of 
switches.  The  line  shoots  out  in  lengthening 
curves  through  the  water,  and  the  cast  at  last 
curls  over  lightly,  without  the  slightest  jerk  or 
disturbance  of  bait.  A  favourite  bait  is  the  fat 
white  grub  found  at  the  root  of  the  common  dock 
plant.  Placed  delicately  on  a  specially  made 
double  hook  tackle,  and  cast  well  out,  it  seldom 
fails  to  attract.  It  is  veiy  tender,  and  easily 
jerked  ofB ;  but  a  properly  executed  switch  cast 
puts  it  out  safely  enough,  quite  undisturbed. 
Another  way  of  "  getting  out "  is  to  place  the 
baited  .hook  in  the  middle  of  a  ball  of  moist  bran 
and  bread,  kneaded  together,  and  to  throw  the 
lump  like  a  cricket  ball.  But  the  thrower  stands 
a  good  chance  of  getting  the  hook  fixed  in  his 
hand  if  the  line  catches  any  projecting  stone,  or 
his  foot ;  and  it  is  a  clumsy  method  at  the  best, 
and  seldom  resorted  to.  I  have  heard  of 
a  lead  bullet  and  a  catapult  being  used,  and 
of  various  other  ingenious,  and  for  the  most 
part  ineffective,  methods  ;  but  the  switch 
cast  is  the  most  workmanlike,  and  places  a 
bait  quite  as  far  out  as  is  necessary.  In 
some  conditions  of  water  and  weather  it  is  best 
not  to  put  out  more  than  a  few  yards  from  shore. 
In  that  case  keep  weU  out  of  sight.  Having  got 
his  bait  out,  the  angler  rests  his  rod  on  a  forked 
stick,  pulls  out  a  yard  of  slack  line,  and  awaits 
events.  A  dip  of  rod  tip,  jerky  slipping  of  slack 
line  through  the  rings,  a  good  puU,  a  whirr  of  the 
reel — then  ructions  !  An  unsportsmanlike  man 
may  let  the  fish  gorge  the  bait,  and  so  make  sure 
of  him.  A  sportsman  lays  hand  on  rod  on  the 
slightest  indication  of  a  "pull,"  and  strikes  at 
the  least  tug.  To  hook  the  fish  thus  needs  a 
lighter  hand,  a  finer  touch,  and  a  swifter  strike 
than  many  would  suppose.  Unless  it  is  done 
remarkably  quickly  and  neatly,  you  may  regard 
the  odds  as  being  decidedly  on  the  trout.  For 
such  fishing  one  needs  a  15ft.  or  16ft.  rod,  not 
heavy  and  pokery,  but  with  plenty  of  driving 
power  and  spring.  Some  northern  tackle  makers 
turn  out  a  whole  cane  rod  for  the  purpose,  but  I 
prefer  greenheart,  or  hickoiy  with  lancewood  top, 
springy  enough  to  allow  me  to  feel  my  fish.  The 
line  must  be  di*essed  and  moderately  heavy — 
medium  or  fine  salmon  line  will  do — and  the 
reel  (check)  should  contain  at  least  60yds.  to 
80yds.  The  cast  must  consist  of  3yds.  of 
gut  of  the  best  quality,  tapered  from  stout 
trout  to  XXX  at  least.  A  big,  lively  trout 
on  such  a  cast  attached  to  a  thickish  line 
requires  carefvil  handling.  In  the  case  of  any- 
one accustomed  to  playing  trout  on  a  10ft. 
split  cane,  the  reservoir  business  means  snapped 
casts  and  exasperation  galore  until  he  gets  the 
hang  of  it.  Long  rod  and  thick  Une  notwith- 
standing, with  the  fine  gut  which  he  must  use,  he 
will  find  that  it  is  not  an  affair  of  "  puU  baker, 
pull  devil "  to  land  a  lively  reservoir  pounder,  but 
a  delicate  and  pi-ecarious  job.  For  worm,  perhaps 
a  single  hook  (Makenzie  bend)  is  best.  For  grub, 
a  special  double  tackle,  hooks  facing  reverse  ways 
about  hm.  apart,  is  made,  the  hooks  being  whipped 


on  with  u-liite  silk.  Whatever  hooks  are  chosen, 
they  must  be  attached  to  fine  drawn  gut. 

It  is  not  my  present  concern  to  draw  com- 
parisons between  the  last  described  and  other 
methods  of  capturing  reservoir  trout.  I  do  not 
hold  a  special  brief  on  behalf  of  the  many  men 
who  find  great  attraction  therein.  I  am  merely 
describing  the  method  most  in  vogue  in  the 
locality  under  review.  I  look  back  on  many  an 
enjoyable  day  at  the  "ponds."  Early  train  from 
P.  to  a  country  riverside  station,  then  a  walk  o£ 
fom*  miles  through  lanes,  and  over  the  hill  to  the 
resei-voirs,  the  wild  flowers  and  birds  viewed  on 
the  way  being  well  worth  walking  ten  times  the 
distance  to  see.  Then  a  morning's  fishing 
—  method  dependent  on  weather.  Lunch 
at  the  little  inn  a  mile  away  from  the  fish- 
ing. Oh,  such  ham,  such  eggs,  such  cream; 
ye  gods !  Back  to  lounge  on  the  grass-clad 
and  marguerite-spotted  higher  banks,  and  on 
with  fly  cast  at  the  first  indication  of  the 
evening  rise,  when  scarcely  a  square  yard  of  water 
would  be  without  its  ring,  until  packing  up  time 
came,  and  off  for  the  last  train  to  the  city. 
Heigho  !  the  beauty,  peace,  and  pure  delight  of  it. 
One  always  got  fresh  air,  lovely  sights,  and 
pleasant  sounds,  and  generally  a  fairly  filled  creel. 
I  never  carried  a  headache  all  the  way  to  the 
ponds,  and  never  found  a  heartache  there.  Old 
hands  say  that  the  fishing  is  not  as  good  as  it 
used  to  be.  Perhaps  the  trout  are  more  wary ; 
certainly  they  cannot  be  much  less  numei'ous.  I 
hear  that  the  water  company  have  recently  turned 
in  some  thousands  of  Loch  Leven  and  other  trout, 
so  that  sport  should  improve.  I  sincerely  wish 
many  happy  days  of  good  trouting  to  such  of  my 
old  angling  acquaintances  as  remain  alive  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  canny  old  spot.  May 
their  shadows  never  grow  less,  and  their  creels, 
weigh  more  and  more.  Ralph  Rodman. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIBTT. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
June  22,  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel,  Mr.  H.  J.  Moore  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  E.  H.  Wood  reported  that  he  and  two- 
friends,  in  two  days,  had  taken  at  Newhaven  over  600  fish 
— flat  fish,  pouting,  and  weevera — with  lug  and  mussel 
bait.  He  also  reported  that  he  had  been  using  a  cheap 
cable-laid  line,  purchased  from  Messrs.  Peek  and  Son,  and 
found  it  most  satisfactory.  Mr.  Handley  recommended  a 
mixture  of  hard  paraiEn  and  vaseline  in  order  to  prevent 
the  line  picking  up  water.  Mr.  Canton  reported  the 
capture  of  flounders,  dabs,  and  weevers  off  St.  Leonard's 
pier,  and  stated  that  he  had  fished  aU  the  time  with  Mr. 
Parker's  pendulum  boom,  and  had  succeeded  in  taking  the 
best  catches  taken  off  the  pier  while  he  was  there.  Mr. 
G.  R.  Clarke  reported  that  he  had  been  fishing  at  the 
Cinderman  wreck,  off  Deal,  and  took  three  score  and 
sixteen,  mainly  pouting,  and  a  codling  of  .31b.,  nearly  all 
with  boiled  cookies.  Mr.  Dryden  reported  that  he  had 
been  fishing  at  Margate  and  Heme  Bay,  with  only 
moderate  success.  Mr.  Handley  reported_  very  poor  sport 
from  Southend,  and  advised  members  against  going  down 
at  present.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed 
the  meeting.         Chaeles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


ANGLERS'   BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY 
AMBERLEY  COMPETITION. 

The  London  United  Angling  Societies'  angling  com- 
petition, in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  above  society,  will  take 
place  at  Amberley,  in  the  river  Amn,  on  July  10.  Mr, 
G.  H.  Woods,  Hoxton  Brothers,  a  prize ;  Mr.  C.  A. 
Evans,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green,  a  prize  ;  Mr.  J. 
Levine,  Friendship,  pair  of  vases  ;  Mj.  E.  Clark,  AUason 
United,  stereoscope  and  twelve  slides ;  Mr.  J.  Smith, 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  walking  stick  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Shead, 
Sociable  Brothers,  flower  stand ;  Mr.  A.  Dye,  Finabury 
Market,  sack  of  potatoes  ;  Mr.  F.  Thorling,  St.  John's, 
winch  and  line  ;  Mr.  Brakes,  Bald  Faced  Stag,  three 
bottles  of  whisky  ;  Mr.  J.  Vian,  Cross  Keys,  Smithfield, 
three  bottles  of  whisky  ;  Mr.  J.  Rich,  walking  stick,  silver 
mounted  ;  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  "  Riverside  Naturalist "  ; 
Mr.  A.  Ellis,  Fox,  Kingsland-rcad,  pair  of  vases  ;  Mr.  H. 
Short,  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Cambridge-road,  a  pair  of 
fishing  boots  to  measure  ;  Mr.  R.  Pack,  5,  Cambridge- 
road,  leg  of  mutton  ;  Mr.  F.  Newton,  Hoxton  Brothers,  a 
prize  ;  Mr.  J.  Osborne,  Great  Northern,  a  prize  ;  Mr. 
Austin,  a  prize  ;  Mr.  Eldridge,  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell- 
road,  a  roach  rod  ;  and  more  to  follow.  Mr.  W.  Dennis, 
of  the  Original  Alexandria,  wiU  put  up,  free  of  charge, 
the  largest  roach  taken  on  July  3  in  the  competition. 

S.  Malby. 


TROUT  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  AT 
ELGm. 

A  BRANCH  of  this  association,  which  was  formed  in 
Edinburgh  a  short  time  ago,  under  the  presidency  of  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  was  formed  in  Elgin  on  Monday 
night.  Mr.  Dunbar-Brander,  younger,  of  Pitgaveny,  was 
appointed  president ;  BaOie  Watson  and  Councillor 
MacKay,  WoodviUe,  vice-presidents ;  and  Mr.  Stewart, 
solicitor,  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer.   The  foll«wingf 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 

i-n  PHMRTXr  A  TTflXr  o'^tside  gabardine  1  l)oth  Fabrics  l 
111   UV/lUDliNJlllUn    inside  WOOL  TWEEDS  3  WEATHERPROOPED  ^ 


PROOF 


I  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
3  HOT  AND  COLD  WINDS,  with 
THORNS,  AND  FISH  HOOKS, 


NATURAL  VENTILATION. 


Built  on  this  plan,  i.e.,  a  wool  foundation,  a  healthful  natural  warmth  is 
maintained,  so  that  the  angler  experiences  in  this  dress  complete  in- 
difference to  weather,  temperature,  or  climate. 


The  neutral  shades  of  Gabardine 
are  pronounced  by  experts  perfect 
for  rendering  the  Sportsman  in- 
visible to  the  quarry. 

The  resistance  which  it  offers  to 
the  insinuating  fish-hook  makes 
Gabardine    indispensable   to  the 
Angler. 

Lightness,  combined  with  great 
weather-resisting  and  hard- 
wearing  qualities,  place  Gabardine 
in  the  forefront  as  a  material  for 
every  kind  of  sport. 


"  Eain  stands  on  it  in  beads  like  quicksilver, 
shaken  off  at  the  first  movement.  We  have  tested 
the  garments  thoroughly." — The  Lancet. 

"All  weathers  are  equalised,  the  body  never 
overheated,  and  chills  and  their  discomforts 
avoided." — The  Fishing  Gazette. 

"  There  is  nothing  better  adapted  for  outdoor 
sports  and  exercise."— r^ie  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
Netvs. 

"  Eains  can  be  defied  without  discomfort  .... 
the  ventilating  qualities  of  woollen  fabrics  are 
maintained  intact."— British  Medical  Journal. 


THE  "BURBERRY  " 


SUIT. 

UTMOST  FREEDOM-PERFECT  PROTECTION. 


THE  SLIP=ON  CAPE 

UTMOST  PROTECTION-PERFECT  FREEDOM. 


"Practicably  waterproof,  perfectly  self-ventilating,  inxper^ious  to  thorns  or  fish-hooks,  as  con^fortable  in  wear  as  l.orae.^.ns:'-Fisking  Gazette. 
Dunng  two  or  three  days  fishing  they  kept  out  the  wet.  were  comfortable,  and  did  not  canse  perspiration."-r/.e  Field 


1898  Gabardines  include  many  new  shades,  and  mark  an  important  advance  in  tropical  Airylight. 
Which  has  now  strengrth  and  thorn  resistance  up  to  Summer  standard. 


BURBERRYS, 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON, 

BASINGSTOKL 


AND 


in  WEATHEBPEOOF  KIT. 
n    A      ^  of  "Gabardine"  and  "Drber 

"dlBntOBS      Combines,  The  Equi-Pede, 

Burberry  Coats,  &c. 
^nonialld^       Shooting,  fishing,  Golfing, 
Vf/OUiailOlA  Polo,  Yachting,   Cycling,  and 
B«cing  Qannents. 
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committee  were  appointed  to  carry  out  preliminary 
arrangements :  Messrs.  Jas.  Armstrong,  Wm.  Welsh, 
K.  ■Wright,  J.  B.  Mair,  and  A.  S.  Stoddart.  A  local 
matter  to  which  attention  is  to  be  given  will  be  the 
putting  down  of  Dlegal  fishing,  and  also  to  increase  the 
area  of  available  fishing.  One  of  the  chief  matters  will  be 
to  prevent  illegal  poaching  in  the  autumn,  by  which  a 
great  many  fish  were  killed  when  coming  up  the  river  to 
spawn,  on  account  of  which  the  number  of  fish  in  the 
Lossie  was  less  than  what  it  used  to  be.  Writing  of  this 
reminds  me  of  Mr.  West,  artist,  who  is  well  known  by 
Lossie  anglers  as  cne  of  the  most  successful  of  their 
number.  At  present  he  is  on  his  way  to  Klondyke,  and 
coming  across  an  unwell  man  in  one  of  the  camps,  he  set 
about  doing  his  best  to  lure  some  trout  wherewith  to  tempt 
the  poor  man's  appetite.  J.  M. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Eemakks.  —  The  river 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  great  body  of  anglers,  and 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  has  wisely 
issued  notices  condemnatory  of  all  illegal  practices  in 
violation  of  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws,  which,  there 
ia  little  doubt,  will  be  respected  by  all  members  of  angling 
clubs,  and  it  is  hoped,  in  addition,  they  will  assist  the 
society  in  teaching  others,  who  are  not  club  men,  the 
principles  of  true  and  legitimate  sport.  I  have  often  felt 
in  the  course  of  my  experience  how  much  the  club  anglers 
could  help  the  society  in  the  way  of  checiiog  any  illegal 
practices  which  might  come  under  their  notice,  and  thus 
prevent  the  necessity  of  taking  legal  action.  There  lave 
been  instances  in  my  time  when  convictions  have  been 
made  through  the  interference  of  club  anglers.  One  of 
the  most  recent  was  a  prosecution  in  1894,  on  the  evidence 
of  two  members  of  angling  clubs,  and  when  a  reward  of 
one  guinea  each  was  sent  to  them  as  "  a  recognition  of 
their  praiseworthy  services,"  they  returned  the  money 
back  as  a  donation  to  the  society's  fund.  I  forget  the 
names  of  the  clubs  to  which  they  were  attached,  and  I  can 
only  give  that  of  their  own,  namely,  Mr.  F.  R.  Dittmer 
and  Mr.  Timothy  Line,  and  the  case  was  first  reported 
from  the  Central  Association  through  its  energetic  and 
valued  secretary,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade.  The  other  and  more 
opulent  class  of  Thames  anglers,  if  they  cannot  help  in 
this  way  they  cin  in  another,  by  giving  a  pecuniiry  support 
to  the  old  T.A.P.S.,  which  has  done  and  is  doing  so  much 
for  their  benefit  and  interests,  and  now  is  the  best  time 
to  begin,  as  the  financial  year  has  only  recently  com- 
menced, and  my  advice  is  to  give  as  liberally  as  they  can. 
The  last  addition  of  3  tons  weight  of  splendid  fish,  and  the 
favourable  evidence  that  has  been  received  as  to  the 
prospects  of  the  present  season,  throws  upon  them 
additional  obligations  to  support — and  that  heartily  and 
willingly — the  work  of  Thames  preservation  through 
the  medium  of  the  Thames  Angling  PreB?rvation  Society. 
— B. 

  (Datcliet). — Rive*'  very  lov  ;  not  much  doing, 

A  gentleman  in  one  of  my  punts  caught  two  dozen  fine 
perch  yesterday  with  minnows.  A  fine  carp,  weighing 
between  tilb.  and  71b  ,  was  killed  just  outside  here  the 
other  evening  by  a  launch. — G.  Lumsdex. 

  (Hampton  Court). — The  barbel  and  chub  have 

been  giving  the  anglers  some  useful  aport  on  the  opening 
day.  John  Smith  was  successful  in  the  capture  of  tif teen 
barbel,  and  William  Milbourne  eight  barbel  and  six  chub ; 
George  Martin  had  twenty  barbel ;  Mr.  Gomm ,  in  two  days, 
creeled  forty  barbel,  the  largest  71b. ;  Mr.  Armfelt  got 
eleven  barbel,  71b.  The  water  since  has  been  getting 
lower  and  bright,  with  the  result  the  barbel  were  dropping 
off.— B. 

  (Kingston). — The  reports  have  not  been  much, 

and,  so  far,  that  of  John  Johnson  is  the  only  one  reported, 
his  total  being  five  barbel  and  fourteen  bream. — B. 

  (Lechlade,  &c.). — The  coarse  fishing  season 

opened  here  under  favourable  conditions,  it  being  a  bright 
and  genial  day,  and  the  river  high  and  in  good  order  all 
round.  Several  anglers  were  out  on  the  St.  John's 
Bridge,  Hart's  Weir,  and  Radcot  waters,  and  also  at 
Lower  Inglesham  and  Kempsford.  Mr.  Fry  and  others 
have  been  out  at  St.  John's  Bridge,  with  sport  amongst 
the  roach  and  chub.  Mr.  Wells  has  also  been  chubbing 
here.  Mr.  Eton,  at  Lower  Inglesham,  has  secured  since 
the  opening  of  the  season  a  141b.  barbel,  a  chub  of 
41b.  lloz.,  and  several  other  fine  ones,  and  a  trout  of  41b. 
At  the  month  of  the  Coin  chub  are  very  plentiful.  Mr. 
J.  Budd  and  Mr.  Rickards  have  been  having  sport  at 
Castle  Eaton.  Several  small  trout  of  about  31b.  have  been 
taken  between  Lechlade  and  Cricklade  with  artificial  fly. 
Grey  Drake  and  Buzzer.  They  do  not  often  run  above 
41b.  so  high  up  as  this.  Mr.  John  Barton  has  been  out 
at  Castle  Eaton,  with  sport. — Rambler. 

  (Shepperton), — George  Ros swell  reports:  "I 

have  had  two  more  trout — one  with  Mr.  James  Clapp, 
weighing  5 Jib.,  and  another  with  Mr.  Jeffreys,  of  SJlb. 
Both  fish  had  lots  of  lice  on  them,  and  only  shows  what  a 
bad  state  the  river  is  in.  There  veill  be  no  good  fishing 
tmtil  we  get  a  good  rain  to  sweeten  the  river." — B. 

 (Staines).— Charles  Hone,  on  the  16th,  with  Mr. 

James,  nine  chub,  the  largest  31b. ;  and  on  Monday,  with 
Mr.  Sharp  and  Mr.  Macdonald,  six  barbel  and  one  brace 
of  chub,  the  fish  being  in  fair  condition. — B. 

 (SunbuxTT). — Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Stroud  have  com- 
piled a  total  of  eight  brace  of  perch,  sixteen  chub,  and 
seven  jack,  the  largest  41b. — B. 


  (Streatley). — Water  in  very  good  condition. 

Mr.  F.  Betick  took  a  fine  trout  on  Monday,  SJlb.  A 
gentleman  with  Bartholomew  took  a  fine  pike,  121b.,  on 
Monday,  also  several  small  ones. — Horace  J.  Gardner. 

  (Teddington). — W.  McBride,  in  three  days, 

three  barbel,  two  chub,  one  dozen  of  dace,  and  three  eels. 
H.  Armour,  five  barbel,  two  chub,  and  three  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  The  tank  anglers  have  been  getting  a 
few  reach  and  dace,  and  one  of  them  creeled  a  jack  of 
4Jlb.-B. 

  (Thames  Ditton).— R.  Whatford,  jun.,  on  the 

opening  day,  caught  a  nice  perch  of  2|lb. — B. 

  (Twickenham).— The  anglers,  both  here  and  at 

Richmond,  have  not  had  much  sport,  and  only  a  few  fish 
taken. — B. 

Ancholme  District.— But  little  trout  fishing  has 
taken  place  during  the  week.  Coarse  fishing  opened  under 
fair  conditions,  but  sport  has  only  been  moderate.  The  takes 
consisted  mainly  of  small  perch,  bream,  and  eels.  The  river 
is  still  teeming  with  unhatched  spawn.  On  the  uppar 
length,'two  Market  Rasen  anglers  had,  amongst  other  tish, 
two  pike,  of  81b.  and  41b.  respectively,  but  these  fish,  and 
roach,  are  as  yet  quite  out  of  condition. — Thomas  Ford. 

Amn  (Pulborough).— The  river  for  the  first  day  of 
the  season  was  in  good  order,  and  a  good  number  of  anglers 
visited  here.  Some  capital  sport  was  obtained,  Mr.  Conn, 
secretary  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  heading  the  list 
with  about  201b.  of  bream  ;  Mr.  Payne,  of  the  same  club, 
taking  161b.  ;  Mr.  Gower,  Original  Clerkenwell  Pisca- 
torials,  took  three  bream,  weighing  GJlb.  ;  Mr.  A.  Lead- 
beater,  Mr.  F.  Barnes,  Mr.  A.  Bruce,  of  the  Albert 
Piscatorials,  taking  3Jlb.  bream,  41b.  bream  and  roach, 
21b.  bream  and  roach  respectively.  Mr.  Keighley,  of  the 
Great  Northern  Brothers,  took  111b.  bream  and  roach 
(bream  up  toU^b.,  roach  lib.  3oz.) ;  Mr.  Weaver,  same 
club,  31b.  bream;  Mr.  Downs,  of  the  Colling  wood,  took 
101b.  bream;  Mr.  A.  Mee,  Telegraph,  two  bream,  41b., 
one  roach,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Phillips,  Battersea  Friendly,  four 
bream  and  two  roach,  61b. ;  Mr.  Toobey,  Anglers'  Pride, 
51b.  bream,  roach,  and  dace. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Avon  (South  Brent).— Some  fine  trout  have  been 
ciptured  of  late  in  the  waters  of  the  Avon  and  Erme 
Association,  the  shaded  portions  of  the  river  being  well 
patronised.  The  Alders  have  been  doing  well,  and  Capt. 
Richards,  a  few  evenings  since,  at  Gara  Bridge,  killed, 
among  others,  two  nice  trout,  of  IJlb.  and  |lb.  weight 
respectively. — C.  B. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach,  Cambs.).  — Un 
the  G.E  R.,  ten  minutes  from  station.  Several  anglers 
out  on  the  opening  day,  although  it  was  very  cold. 
Prcspects  as  to  the  fishing  are  very  good  ;  river  weedy  in 
some  places ;  water  in  nice  colour.  Anglers,  if  they  only 
ask  the  lock-keeper,  will  be  put  right  for  a  swim ;  brandling 
worm  and  boiled  wheat  for  bait.  All  free  water.  Com- 
fortable inn  on  the  spot  ;  bank  angling  very  clean.  The 
Lode  opposite  holds  some  decent  chub.  Railway  accom- 
modation very  convenient  for  this  place.  —  John 
U'George. 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.  (E.Gloucestershire).— Things  are 
quiet  at  present  on  the  Gloucester  trout  streams,  the  trout 
not  rising  much  until  the  evening,  just  before  sundown, 
when  they  rise  freely  to  the  numerous  flies  then  on  the 
water — Alders,  Black  Gnats,  Yellow  Duns,  and  Red 
Spinners,  and  moths,  and  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  hit  on 
the  right  fly.  The  small  Yellow  Sally  has  been  up  more 
thickly  in  the  Fairford  district  than  for  years  past.  Mr. 
Wells  fished  the  Leach  on  Thursday  evening  and  the  Coin, 
at  Fairford,  on  Friday.  Water  has  been  too  bright  to  do 
much  good.  A  41b.  trout,  and  another  of  l|lb.,  has  been 
taken  on  the  Lower  Coin,  near  Inglesham.  The  Red 
and  Black  Alder,  Black  Palmer,  Ogden's  Fancy,  and 
Black  Gnat  should  now  prove  the  best  flies,  both  for  Coin 
and  Leach.  Weather  bright  and  summerlike,  but  strong 
winds  have  prevailed  for  time  of  year. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— At  the  close  of  last  week  sport 
was  generally  bad  on  all  the  rivers.  There  was  some 
threatening  weather  on  Saturday,  and  rain  fell,  but  with 
no  freshet.  All  the  rivers,  excepting  the  Tamar,  are  low 
and  clear.  The  Tamar  takes,  at  times,  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  to  run  down  after  a  spate  ;  but  the  Camel, 
the  Fowey,  or  the  Inney,  will  run  down  in  twenty-four 
hours.  Baskets  of  two  and  three  dozen  trout  were  got 
during  last  week  on  the  best  days.  The  natural  bait,  the 
fern  web,  is,  however,  just  now  monopolising  the  sport. 
One  rod  got  seventy-eight  trout ;  another,  sixty-five,  fish- 
ing high  up  the  Camel.  Peal  are  not  running  in  quantities 
yet. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  Salmon  are  still 
being  killed  in  the  moorland  waters,  the  fish  being 
plentiful  below  Dartmeet.  Rev.  C.  Rickards,  of  Prince- 
town,  who  has  a  good  record  this  season,  has  added  two 
more  to  his  list;  and  Messrs.  W.W.  Symington,  E.  Angel, 
and  George  Caunter  have  eaih  killed  one.  "Trouting  in 
the  upper  waters  is  affording  fair  sport,  but  the  river  has 
run  very  fine.  Peal  are  running  in  the  waters  between 
Buckfastleigh  and  Totnes,  but  the  fish  are  very  shy.  A 
number  of  salmon,  too,  are  to  be  seen  rising,  but  will  not 
take. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  days  being  hot,  evening 
fishing  is  more  generally  indulged  in,  with  good  results. 
Peal  are  running  better,  but  it  is  difficult  to  attract  them, 
and  takes  are  not  numerous.  The  Tavy  is  about  the  best 
for  peal  just  now.  Some  capital  sport,  however,  is  being 
obtained  with  trout,  the  past  week  or  two  being  remark- 
able for  the  number  of  large  sized  fish  which  have  been 
killed.  The  biggest  is  a  4J-pounder  from  the  Upper 
Teign,  by  Mr.  Hooper ;  but  several  of  from  lib.  to  2ib. 
weight  are  reported.  Good  baskets  have  again  been  made 
in  the  district  of  the  L'pper  Tamar,  where  the  Black  and 
R«d  Palmers  are  most  effective.  Mr.  Staiuton  and 
another  rod  had  four  dozen,  and  other  anglers'  catches 
have  run  up  to  a  couple  of  dozen.  From  the  Carey  one 
gentleman  secured  nearly  forty  fish  (half  of  which  were 


from  |lb.  to  Jib.)  after  a  day's  fishing,  princically  with 
(he  black  and  silver  twist. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — The  May  Fly  season  just 
over  on  the  Dove  has  proved  above  the  average  as  regards 
sport.  One  trout  of  41b.  13oz.  was  landed  by  means  of  the 
natural  fly  from  jnet  below  Mayfield  Bridge,  on  the  Birds- 
grove  length,  by  Mr.  Hampden  (of  Hanley) ;  and  Mr.  F. 
Wilson  took  a  pretty  dish  of  ten  brace  from  the  Dove 
Dale  length,  throwing  the  natural  fly.  The  big  trout 
got  by  Mr.  Hampden  was  taken  by"dibbing"  vnth  the 
live  fly.  Amongst  other  visitors  and  residents  who  have 
done  well  may  be  mentioned  Messrs.  Hurst,  R.  Ward,  who 
took  twenty-five  trout  on  our  artificial  May  Fly  (a  "  sunk 
green),  W.  Nuttall,  C.  Coxon,  J.  Hawkesworth,  Capt. 
Craig,"  &p.  We  are  having  rain  again,  and  water  will  be 
in  good  trim  for  the  small  fly  by  the  time  this  meets  the 
reader's  eye. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Bden  (Carlisle).  —  River  trout  are  reported  as 
plentiful  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  and  in  the  association 
water  below  Carlisle  exceptionally  bo.  Mr.  Pattinson,  of 
Edentoun,  has  made  some  grand  baskets.  On  Tuesday 
last  he  had  181b.  with  the  clear  water  worm.  With  the 
same  bait  Mr.  J.  W.  Hills  had  101b.  and  121b.  in  the 
Corby  Castle  water,  and  Mr.  M.  H.  Humble  has  had  a 
good  three  weeks'  fishing  in  the  Eden  and  Petterill,  his 
best  day  being  fifty-two  trout.  The  night  fishers  are  also 
doing  fairly  well.  Grilse  are  beginning  to  run,  but  not 
freely,  and  sea  trout  are  imp-oving  in  number.  All  the 
migratory  fish  have  been  late  this  year,  probably  owing  to 
the  temperature  of  the  water  being  low.  A  4-inch  rise  in 
the  liver  must  have  rather  sweetened  the  water,  and  good 
sport  among  the  trout  ought  to  be  the  result. — Silver 
Grey. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Bxeter).— A  few^  brace  of  trout 
have  been  killed  by  the  persistent  evening  angleri^,  but 
spoit  by  day  has  been  almost  Although  rain  seems 
imminent  day  after  day,  nothing  beyond  a  few  drops  has 
fallen  up  to  the  present,  and  river  is  now  very  low  and 
clear.  Some  fairly  good  bags  of  perch  and  roach  have 
been  accounted  for,  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley  having  had  takes  of 
the  latter  up  to  two  dozen,  including  two  or  three  speci- 
mens of  l^b.  each,  and  one  of  lib.  7oz.  Perch  have  also 
run  fair  size,  up  to  lib.  and  Ijlb.  each.  Mr.  Edmonds, 
whilst  spinning  a  lin.  Devon  minnow  on  the  Thorverton 
waters  a  few  days  since,  hooked  and  landed,  after  twenty- 
five  minutes'  fight,  a  fine  pike  of  ISjlb. — Red  Palsier. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire,  and  Cambs.). 
— The  coarse  season  opened  in  fairly  fine  weather,  and  the 
week-end  showed  a  number  of  visitors  at  March,  Lydd, 
Sutton  Bridge,  and  other  stations.  Baskets  were  not 
altogether  satisfactory,  but  weeds  were  mostly  responsible 
for  this.  A  number  patronised  the  middle  level  drain. 
The  Welland  had  various  patrons,  and  the  Forty-foot  wai 
attacked  at  several  points.  Fish  are  not  quite  so  forward 
as  expected. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).  —  The  Idle  and  the 
Ryton  are  stated  to  be  in  the  pink  of  condition ,  but  sport 
has  not  been  of  the  best.  There  are  plenty  of  eels  and  a 
few  flounders  in  the  lower  waters,  and  in  the  simshine 
a  few  bream  shoals  were  noticeable.  The  Warping  drains 
towards  Axey  should  be  worth  attention.  Trout  anglers 
have  been  rewarded  with  a  few  nice  trout  from  the  waters 
below  Retford.    The  best  fish  shown  scaled  21b. — L. 

Lark  (Icklingham,  &c.).  — The  weather  has  been 
more  seasonable  of  late,  and  consequently  sport  has  some- 
what improved.  A  few  trout  have  been  killed  near 
Flempton.  Mr.  W.  G.  King  had  three  on  the  16th, 
best  fish  lib. ;  Mr.  H.  Bent,  one,  on  the  20th,  of  31b. 
Several  rods  out  last  Thursday.  Mr.  W.  Gibbs,  a  pike 
and  some  roach  :  Mr.  J.  Hedges,  a  few  good  dace  with 
fly,  best  fish  12oz.  I  also  had  some  nica  dace,  and  missed 
a  good  chub  with  fly.  Water  is  again  rather  clear. — 
A.  E.  K. 

Lea. — Anglers  have  not  long  to  wait  now  for  the  roach 
fishing  season,  which  opens  on  July  1  next.  Bream,  barbel, 
carp,  chub,  and  tench  can  also  be  taken  on  and  after  that 
date.  Few  coarse  fish  anglers  have  been  out  during  the 
past  week  owing  to  dace  and  gudgeon  being  only  takable. 
No  good  catches  of  dace  are  yet  reported,  and  quiet  sport 
among  the  trout  is  again  notified.  I  should  advise  dace 
anglers  to  try  the  caddis  bait. — Izaak  Walto.x. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  stLU  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good 
order  for  angling.  The  weather  has  been  very  warm,  and 
a  few  showers  of  rain  has  refreshed  the  water  ;  but  the 
fish  have  not  been  moving  well  of  late,  they  no  doubt 
having  got  a  fill  of  May  Fly.  They  have  not  rose  freely, 
and  came  shy ;  but  in  a  few  days  sport  should  revive,  and 
good  dishes  of  fish  be  landed.  'The  flies  nscd  are  Orl, 
Yellow  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Spinners,  and  Coachman. 
Minnow  fishing  should  be  good.  Some  nice  trout  taken 
on  the  Lugg  on  Monday  with  fly.  The  Pinsley  is  in  order. 
— Gwynne. 

Lugg,   Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland).— 

Rivers  are  still  in  cipital  condition,  yet  few  rods  out. 
Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Coch-y-bondhu,  and 
Olive  Dun  best  for  day ;  and  for  evening.  Caddis,  Owls, 
Spinners,  and  Coachman.  Minnow  fishing  should  now  be 
at  its  best. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Mid-Taw  (Eggesford).— Mr.  E.  C.  H.  Cresswell 
landed  a  fresh  run  salmon  weighing  101b.  on  the  hotel 
waters,  on  Tuesday,  21st  inst. — F.  A.  M. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  condition  and  colour 
of  the  water  are  excellent,  but  the  north-eait  winds 
greatly  interfered  with  the  sport  on  the  opening  days. 
The  fish  were  off  the  feed,  and  consequently  there  are  no 
exceptionally  good  catches  to  report.  One  paity  at 
Waternewton  took  a  nice  lot  of  loich ;  and  Mr.  E. 
Spreckles  (Peterborough),  at  Castor,  landed  a  fine  chub, 
weighing  about  41b.  Last  week,  Messrs.  C.  G.  Bolam, 
J.  Crisp,  J.  Dixon,  and  W.  Richardson,  Xene  Valley 
Commissioners,  concluded  an  iaspection  of  the  condition 
of  the  river  from  Northampton  to  Peterborough.  Their 

L3] 


474 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[June  25,  1898 


labours  occupied  three  days,  and  the  inspjction  13  made 
every  five  years. — E.  A.  S. 
North  StaflEbrdshire  Rivers.— Ths  May  Fly 

nearly  over  with  us,  and  a  very  moderate  time  it  has  been 
mostly.  Fish  didn't  seem  to  take  kindly  to  the  natural 
at  all  on  several  streams,  and  in  those  where  they  did  it 
was  only  for  a  short  time.  So  far  as  I  have  heard,  the 
record  tish  from  the  Dove,  taken  with  the  Drake,  is  one 
killed  by  Mr.  Alderman  Hampton,  which  weighed 
41b.  13oz.  Mr.  J.  T.  Harris  has  made  fair  bags  on  his 
waters,  but  not  up  to  the  average  May  Fly  sport. 
Streams  have  been  very  nice,  but  a  storm  to-day  (Wed 
uesday)  may  upset  them  for  a  short  ime.— F.  W.  Dale. 

Onny  and  Plowden  Waters  (Craven  Arms).— 
Wind  variable,  chiefly  south-west;  showery;  water  low. 
On  the  upper  part  of  the  stream  Mr.  Sajce  and  Dr.  Hart 
have  had  fair  sport.  The  latter  gentleman  has  also  fished 
the  hotel  water.  In  this  portion  of  the  stream  bottom 
fishermen  have  b9en  at  work.  The  eels  have  been  running 
well,  and  some  good  catjheshave  been  made.— Truth 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— At  time  of  report- 
ing (June  21)  the  river  is  low  and  weedy.  A  freshet 
would  be  welcome.  Day  fishing,  except  with  the  Floating 
Midge  m  shady  pools,  is  of  little  avail.  There  is  a  regular 
night  rise  from  8.30  to  9.15  p.m.,  daring  which  the  Yellow 
and  Ohve  Duns  are  killing  lures.  In  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  river  peal  have  been  noticed,  and  a  nice  one  of  21b.  was 
killed  by  a  local  rod  a  short  time  ago.  As  to  sea  fishing, 
mackerel  are  plentiful,  and  to-day  some  were  taken  with 
fishing  rods  by  two  visitors  here.  Pollack  are  very  quiet. 
— Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— Season  opened  very  well ; 
water  all  that  could  be  desired ;  sport  also  good.  Mr. 
Holloway  had  five  very  nice  chub  on  Tuesday  evening, 
four  of  them  between  31b.  and  41b.  each,  with  a  Black 
Palmer.  Largest  roach  up  to  now  IJlb.,  with  gentles  ; 
several  up  to  lib.  each  with  small  Black  Ply,  and  some 
decent  perch  with  worms.  Prospects  very  good,  and 
abundance  of  fisb.— A.  Scard. 

O^se  (St.  Ives).— Perch  up  to  lib.  6oz.,  and  roach  up 
to  lib.  4oz.,  have  been  weighed-in  for  society  prizes, 
iwery  prospect  of  a  good  season.  Plenty  of  good  fish 
about,  only  waiting  for  the  captor  to  entice  them  with 
some  lure  or  other.  We  are  making  a  bold  bid  for  our 
increase  of  members  to  be  over  200  this  season,  thanks  be 
to  our  generous  supporters  and  prize  donors.— E.  Collin- 

SON. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots.).— The  water  could  not  be  in  better 
condition,  but  anglers  have  scarcely  made  a  start  at 
present,  and  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  sport  worth 
recording.  Some  fine  eels  have  been  caught  by  bovs 
from  the  bridge.— W.  N. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— Trout  fishing  in  the  Severn 
has  this  season  been  more  satisfactory  than  f  or  years  past. 
During  the  last  week  or  so  the  water  has  been  in  excellent 
order,  and  local  anglers  have  done  well.  The  spinning 
baits  have,  however,  taken  more  fish  than  either  fly  or 
^"Tj  A  J*"^*^'  named  Cureton,  of  Shrewsbury,  has 
landed  a  large  number  of  good  trout,  the  heaviest  weigh- 
ing about  21b.  Messrs.  Bucknell,  Perkins,  Osven,  and 
many  others  have  had  good  creels  of  trout.  Prospects  are 
now  very  favourable,  and  holiday  anglers  will  do  well  to 
pay  Shropshire  a  visit  at  the  present  time.  If  the  trout 
lail  to  provide  sport,  pike,  perch,  roach,  chub,  and  dace 
may  on  most  days  be  captured.— Haieen. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— All  these  rivers  continue  in  very  good  condition  for  ; 
angling,  although  rather  low,  but  the  fish  are  not  rising  well 
to  the  fly,  and  good  baskets  are  most  difficult  to  obtain,  ' 
and  ihis  has  been  a  general  complaint  all  through  the 
season.  The  weather  at  present  is  rather  showery, 
with  occasional  thunderstorms;  and,  as  this  state  of 
affairs  has  been  prevalent  for  some  time  past,  some 
experienced  anglers  attribute  the  lack  of  sport  to  the 
unusual  amount  of  electricity  in  the  air,  which  has  an 
^  ■  1?    u''  prevents  them  rising  to  the  fly 

with  their  wonted  vigour.  Some  good  sport  is  had  in 
the  Severn  with  pike,  and  these  fish  are  now  recovering 
trom  spawning,  and  are  in  fair  condition.  Some  fair 
baskets  of  coarse  fish  have  also  been  secured,  but  very 
few  trout.  In  the  Vyrnwy  a  few  trout  have  been  taken 
and  coarse  fish  afford  n'ce  sport.  In  the  Tanat  and  Cain 
the  trout  are  difiicult  to  capture  with  the  fly,  but  what  fish 
are  taken  are  all  in  splendid  condition.— Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  remains  favourable,  and  with  rivers  in  good  order 
sport  has  been  up  to  the  average.  The  Ouse  has  yielded 
several  good  roach.  Messrs.  Pain  and  Hall,  of  the 
Brighton  Anglers,  fishing  io  the  Hamsey  portion  of  the 
river,  have  taken  roach  of  lib.  14|oz.,  lib.  12oz.,  lib.  lloz. 
andllb.  OJoz.  Dace  still  afford  good  sport  to  the  fly  fishermen, 
but  fish  have  not  fed  well  in  the  uf  par  reaches.  The  Adur 
has  yielded  fair  spoit  among  the  dace  and  roach  in  the 
upper  portion  of  the  river.  Members  of  the  Eailway 
Piscatorial  Society  and  of  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Associa- 
A^'V.  1  ^^8s  up  to  61b.  Carp  are  not  yet  feediog. 
At  Ouckmere  the  river  is  high,  but  fieh  are  not  feeding 
treely.  Mr.  Morten  recently  secured  71b.  of  bream  :  and  a 
carp,  weighing  71b.  9oz.,  was  taken  on  an  eel  line.  Roach 
up  to  lib.  60Z.  are  notiaed  from  the  Kother.  A  brace  of 
^Ib.  perch  and  a  nice  trout  of  21b.  were  taken  while 
roaching  on  Monday.  Fish  have  fed  well  at  Chioheitsr 
V<?iu  ^  ^^'■'y  mornings  ;  a  local  angler  secured  over 
l..lb.  ot  bream  and  roach  before  breakfast.  BothBiighton 
and  Portsmouth  anglers  have  paid  the  water  a  visir,  but 
bags  have  net  been  heavy.  The  heaviest  bream  of  the 
week  notified  me  weighed  l|lb.— George  F.  Salter. 

Tavy.— In  spite  of  no  rain  and  the  water  rather  low, 
this  river  has  aff  jrded  good  sport.  On  Monday  evening 
lour  nice  ealmon  were  lauded,  besides  a  few  peal.  Several 
others  of  varying  sizes  have  been  taken  during  the  week, 
bome  good  baskets  of  trout  have  also  been  reported.  I 
was  on  the  Walkham  last  week,  and  saw  some  fine  trout 


taken  with  the  Bluebottle.  Sport  in  the  other  rivers  has 
been  equally  good,  in  spite  of  the  absence  of  water  ;  but 
a  few  nice  showers  are  what  is  needed.  —  William 
Heardee. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Pishing  good,  and  many 
catches  of  fine,  fat  fish  are  tiken.  I  siw  one  American 
taken  on  Saturday,  but  not  a  respectable  weight  for  leng'h, 
and  the  gentleman  told  me  he  got  a  rainbow  the  day 
before.  These  fish  are  from  spawn  put  into  the  river. 
Halfstone,  Rowe's  Fancy,  and  Cowhair  killing. — Rusty 
Game. 

Teign, — Peal  are  commencing  to  run,  and  several 
salmon  have  been  killed.  Newton  Abbot  rods  get  average 
sport,  but  the  best  fishing  is  obtained  in  the  upper  waters, 
which  contain  a  good  stock  of  fish.  Mr.  Hooper,  of  Lawn 
House,  Chagford,  fishing  near  there  on  Monday  with  the 
Alexander,  secured  an  exceptionally  fine  troutof  41b.  lloz., 
and  another  weighing  21b.  5oz.  He  also  had  a  nice  peal 
several  ounces  over  21b.  Mr.  A.  H.  Burge  killed  a  pike  of 
over  61b.  near  Newton. — C.  V. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has  been  in 
every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  except  Tuesday, 
when  some  nasty  storms  of  rain  were  had  ;  but  it  only 
refreshed  the  river,  and  made  the  fish  more  on  the  feed. 
Sport  has  been  rather  slow  this  week;  the  fish,  e\idently 
having  had  a  good  fill  of  May  Fly,  are  lying  at  the  bottom 
and  it  will  be  a  day  or  two  before  they  will  sport  again. 
In  the  evening  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and 
have  used  the  Blue  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  Orl,  Red  and  Grey 
Spinners,  Orange  Palmer,  White  Winged  Coachman,  and 
moths,  and  some  nice  sized  fish  have  been  landed.  Bottom 
fishing  with  the  worm  has  been  good,  and  large  trout  have 
been  taken.  Minnow  fishing  has  improved.  The  May 
Fly  season  was  short,  but  a  merry  one,  and  some  very 
large  fish  were  taken  in  this  part.  On  Saturday  an  angler 
was  out  on  the  Teme,  and  with  the  Orl  and  Red  Spinner 
landed  six  good  trout  in  a  short  time.  With  worm,  along 
the  FoUey,  four  trout  were  taken.  On  Monday  an  angler 
landed  seven  trout  with  the  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
good  fishing  order.  Good  lots  of  trout  have  been  landed 
from  the  Corve  and  Clun  of  late. — J.  Ludlhw. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  up  to  Tuesday  was  fine,  but  rain  came  on, 
but  did  not  alter  the  state  of  the  river.  Fishing  has  been 
fairly  brisk  of  late,  but  the  trout  do  not  take  the  fly  kind 
yet,  they  having  evidently  had  a  good  fill  of  the  May  Fly, 
and  it  will  be  a  few  days  before  they  move  anything  like. 
A  few  very  nice  lots  of  trout  are  taken  in  this  district, 
and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  good  ;  and  good  lots  of 
trout  will  be  taken  with  the  fly. — Worcestee. 
_  Trent  (Newark).— A  heavy  rain  on  Tuesday  has 
livened  the  river,  which  is  in  grand  order  for  bottom  fish- 
ing. The  opening  day  was  marked  by  the  capture  of 
many  splendid  chub,  Mr.  W.  T.  Openshaw,  from  the 
Muokham  wat;er,  fly  fishing,  securing  a  grand  sample, 
equal  to  anything  seen  for  years  so  early  in  the  season, 
ranging  from  21b.  to  over  31b.  each  in  weight,  that  gentle 
man  retaining  only  a  few  of  the  best  as  samples.  On 
Monday  he_  achieved  a  remarkable  feat;,  capturing  seven- 
teen chub  in  seventeen  casts,  returning  the  whole,  beiog  a 
sportsman  at  heart.  Eels  and  flounders  have  been  taken 
with  worms,  and  with  cad  baits  roach  and  dace  hive  been 
landed,  one  angler  on  Friday  bagging  over  s'xty.  Odd 
barbel  have  been  taken  with  worms,  and  occasionally  they 
have  been  seen  "  pitching  "  in  the  rapids,  a  sight  always 
welcome  to  anglers.  The  I  aits  above  mentioned  will  be 
best  to  use  for  a  few  weeks,  though  gentles  have  accounted 
for  bleak  and  small  chub.  Coarse  fish  generally  are  in  fair 
condition,  and  the  bed  of  the  river  is  far  cleaner  from 
flannel  weed  than  for  several  years,  so  prospects  appear 
satisfactory. — Trentsider. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury).- A  little  sport  continues  to 
be  had  in  the  evening,  when  the  trout  rije  well.  Best 
flies.  Brown  Alder,  Sherry  Spinnsr,  Yellow  Dun,  and 
Black  Gnat. — Sherry  Spinner. 

Uflk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— Rivers  are 
in  very  good  condition  for  fishing  just  now.  The  trout  rise 
freely  to  the  fly  during  the  evening.  Capt.  Mann  has 
killed  two  splendid  sxlmon,  7ilb.  and  181b.— Pontsenny. 

Witham,  &o.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).  —  Quite  a 
number  of  visitors  landed  at  stations  on  the  Witham  and 
at  Boston  early  this  week.  They  found  the  river  and 
drains  in  fairly  good  condition,  but  somewhat  weedy  from 
the  rapid  growth  of  vegetation.  In  s  5me  places  clearances 
had  been  made,  and  the  waters  under  the  Back  Sluice 
Commissioners  will  be  roded  earlier  this  year  than  usual. 
The  best  baskets  were  got  about  Eardney  and  from  the 
Mount  Pleasant  drains.  There  are  plenty  of  eels  in  the 
Witham,  and  bream  are  fairly  get-at-able,  but  roach  are 
not  yet  in  condition.  The  popularity  of  the  district  is 
likely  to  increase  rather  than  otherwise. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  During  the 
past  week  a  goodly  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  on 
these  rivers.  Some  have  done  fairly  well,  others  have 
fared  but  badly.  The  Wye  anglars  hwe  creeled  some  very 
nice  fish  with  the  May  Fly  ;  whilst  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Derwent  ( Hathersage  and  Chatsworth  fisheries)  have 
also  yielded  some  good  trout  and  a  few  grayling.  The 
Darley  Dale  Club's  water  has  been  bettsr  patronised  this 
week.  Members  of  this  club  have  obtained  from  two  and 
a  half  to  six  brace  per  rod.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association's  portion  of  the  Derwent  has  had 
above  the  average  number  of  members  with  their  friends 
fishing  this  part  of  the  Derwent.  Mr.  H.  Buxton,  on 
Friday,  landed  a  brace  of  trout  which  weighed  over  3lb. 
On  Monday,  Messrs.  Hodson,  Chatterton,  Matthews,  and 
Edwards,  acd  five  or  six  other  memliars,  were  fishing 
below  Cromford.  The  former  gentleman  ob.tained  two 
brace,  the  others  only  a  solitary  fish  or  two.  The  trout 
are  glutted  with  the  May  Fly,  and  only  rise  early  morning 


and  late  evening.  The  following  flies  will  be  useful : 
Yellow  Dun,  Ash  Dun,  Dotterel,  Spinners,  Black  Gnat, 
and  Throstle  Wing.  The  showers  we  are  having  ought  to 
improve  the  fishing  prospects  for  the  next  few  days.— 
Dotteeel. 

SCOTCH  BEFOBTS. 
Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms).— Mr.  Ferguson, 
fishing  Loch-na-Craigon  the  17th,  caught  seven  trout,  31b. ; 
and  yesterday,  twelve  trout,  4J'b.— Alex.  Nio'ol. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 
— During  the  past  week  the  following  sport  was  got  on 
Lochs  Cama,  Boarlan,  Urigill,  and  Veyatie :  On  13th, 
Col.  Dicken,  C.B.,  London,  thirty-five  trout,  91b.  ;  Dr. 
Chalmers,  Aberdeen,  five  dozen,  181b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Halcro,  Sunderland,  forty  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Dixon, 
Liverpool,  three  dozen,  151b. ;  Mr.  F.  Robertson,  London, 
twenty,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Maclaren  and  Couper,  Glasgow, 
100,  231b.  ;  Messrs.  Warden  and  Watson,  eighty,  18|lb. ; 
and  Mr.  Campbell,  Glasgow,  twenty-seven,  9ilb.  On 
14th  baskets  were  somewhat  similar.  On  15th,  the  beat 
baskets  were  by  Messrs.  Campbell  and  MacNicol,  150 
trout,  401b. ;  Mr.  Halcro,  two  dozen  trout,  151b. ,  besides 
a  SaZwo/e)-oj.- of  5Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Dixon,  three  and  three- 
quarter  dozen  trout,  12|lb.,  besides  a  brown  trout  of  2 Jib., 
taken  with  fly.  The  16th  was  the  sacramental  fast  day, 
and  no  gillies  were  out.  Fishing  from  shore,  baskets  of 
three  dozen  upwards  ware  made.  On  17th  the  baskets 
ranged  up  to  eighty-eight  trout,  23lb.  On  18th  the 
weather  was  so  stormy  that  only  the  following  ventured 
out,  viz. :  Dr.  Chalmers,  Mr.  Usher,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr. 
Dixon,  Mr.  Maclaren,  and  Mr.  Couper.  Baskets  ranged 
up  to  171b.— B. 

Altaaharra  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairjr,  N.B.).— 
The  following  baskets  have  been  made  since  last  reported  : 
Oa  13th,  Messrs.  Bond,  on  Loch  Hallam,  six  dozen  trout, 
241b. ;  Mr.  Steel,  on  Loch  Stank,  four  and  a  half  dozen 
trout,  181b.  ;  Messrs.  Hall  and  Hewitt,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
three  and  a  half  dozen,  161b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Hicks, 
on  Loch  Meaddie,  two  and  a  quarter  dozen,  101b.  On  14th, 
Messrs.  Hall  and  Hewitt,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  forty-four 
trout  111b. ;  Mr.  Steel,  on  sxme  loch,  seventy-four  trout, 
181b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Hicks,  on  Loch  Loyal,  5Jlb. ;  and 
Me  srs.  Bond,  on  Loch  Naver,  eighteen  trout,  8lb.  On 
15th,  Messrs.  Bond,  on  Loch  Harold,  had  1.50  trout,  471b. ; 
and  Messrs.  Hall  and  Hewitt  a  basket  of  18lb.  on  Lech 
Hallam.  On  16th,  Messrs.  Hall  and  Hewitt,  on  Looh 
Staak,  had  a  basket  of  101b. ;  and  Mr.  Steel,  on  Loch 
Harold,  seventy-eight  trout,  28lb.  On  17th,  Mr.  Hall,  on 
Loch  Tarvil,  seventeen  trout,  8lb. ;  Mr.  Steel,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  ninety-two  trout,  201b.;  Mr.  Bond,  on  Loch 
Breack  Buie,  141b.  ;  and  Mrs.  Mitchell,  on  Looh  Naver, 
one  salmon,  weighing  111b.  On  18th,  Mr.  Hall,  on  Loch 
Coulside,  thirty  trout,  101b. ;  and  Messrs.  Munro,  on 
Looh  Harold,  forty-eight  trout,  161b. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.  —  Although  both  these 
rivers  are  running  low,  sport  has  been  fairly  good  during 
the  past  week.    Several  anglers  staying  at  the  Crown 
Hotel  and  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm,  have 
bad  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout,  and  some  average  sized 
sea  trout  have  been  got  in  the  Langholm  water.  Several 
fine  sea  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  Duke  of  Baccleuoh's 
reserved  water  close  to  Tarrasfoot.    Sea  trout  are  now 
running  freely,  and  as  many  as  fifty  have  been  observed  in 
one  large  pool  in  the  mid-reaches,  and  fair  catches  have 
been  made.    A  few  pike  have  been  seen  in  the  river  near 
Longtown,  in  addition  to  some  dace  and  ai  odd  chub  or 
two.    The  appearance  of  pike  in  the  Esk  is  somewhat 
extraordinary,  as  for  many  years  the  river  has  not  been 
troubled  with  this  class  of  fish.    Means,  however,  are 
teing_  taken  to  lid  the  waters  of  these  pests.  Notwith- 
standing that  sport  is  improving,  there  is  little  to  report 
in  the  way  of  exceptional  catches.    Mr.  S.  McKune  had  a 
sea  trout  weighing  241b.  in  the  Oanonbie  water.  Mr. 
Reginald  Steele,  jun.,  Forge-Brae-Head,  caught  a  sea 
trout  of  IJlb.  on  Friday  night,  and  one  of  21b.  on  Satur- 
day, in  addition  to  a  number  of  yellow  trout.  Dr. 
Anderson,  Eskbank,  caught  a  sea  trout  on  Friday  night, 
and  a  number  of  yellow  trout,  in  the  Hush  Pool.  The 
sea  trout  weighed  21b.    On  Saturday,  the  same  angler 
landed  a  fine  sea  trout  of  41b.  in  the  Canonbie  water, 
besides  some  yellow  trout.     Several  anglers  have  been 
sweeping  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  Pools  during  the 
week,  but  no  catches  have  been  made  worth  recording. 
Sport  is  on  the  improve  in  the  Liddle.    Fishing  below 
Penton,  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Thos.  Steele,  Rowanburn, 
caught  a  sea  trout  weighing  Iflb.  In  the  same  water,  Mr. 
A.  Porteous  had  a  sea  trout,  Ijlb.,  and  a  good  basket  of 
yeUow  trout  on  Saturday.    Another  angler  had  a  dozen 
yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle.    Fishing  in  Lower  Liddle,  Mr. 
Wallace  Harlaw  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout ;  and 
Mr.  J.  L.  Black,  of  Swansea,  has  had  several  creels  of 
yellow  trunt  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle  below 
Newcastleton.    In  reply  to  an  inquiry,  I  may  mention 
that  the  best  angling  pools  on  the  Esk  above  Langholm 
are  Black  Stones  Pool  and  Craig  Corner  Pool.    There  is 
another  good  pool,  the  name  of  which  has  escaped  me,  at 
the  junction  of  the  Black  and  White  Esk,  near  Bailie- 
hill,  and  close  to  the  farm  of  Billholm,  long  the  residence 
of  John  Wilson,  son  of  the  Scottish  Walton,  Professor 
John  Wilson,  who,  in  his  "sporting  jacket,"  made  the 
well  known  old  farmhouse  his  headquarters  when  he 
annually  swept  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk.  By  the  way, 
I  ought  not  to  forget  to  add  that  the  pools  alluded  to  above 
should  always  be  taken  at  the  tail  of  a  flood.    A  corre- 
spondent informs  me  that  anglers  in  the  Esk  have  been 
caused  considerable  annoyance  lately  by  the  mischievous 
behaviour  of  boys,  and  even  young  men,  throvrirg  stones 
□to  and  at  times  spoiling  a  promising  piece  of  water, 
commend  this  to  the  notice  of  the  fisheries  association. 

—  GlLNOlKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay).— The  river  is 
now  very  low,  and  sport  almost  nil.  Only  one  or  two 
salmon  caught. — B. 
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Caraphairn  (Salutation  Hotel).  — On  Monday, 
June  13,  Mr.  Kerr,  of  Sauquhar,  fishing  on  river  Deuob, 
had  ninety-four  good  trout;  and  on  14th,  seventy-four 
trout.  On  20th  and  21st,  Messrs.  Maxwell  and  Lee,  two 
rods  out  from  Salutation  Hotel,  also  on  river  Deuch,  had 
110  good  trout ;  and  in  an  hour,  on  morning  of  22nd,  had 
one  dozen  nice  trout. — W.  Mitchell. 

Cuilfail  Hotel  (Kilmelford,  N.B.).— June  13,  Mr. 
Fraser,  five  trout.  14th,  Messrs.  Kerr  and  Tait,  thirty- 
six  trout;  Mr.  Fraser,  eight  trout.  15th,  Messrs.  Kerr 
and  Tait,  twenty  trout ;  Mr.  Fraser,  fifty-one  trout.  16th, 
Messrs.  Kerr  and  Tait,  seventeen  trout ;  Messrs.  Muir 
and  Fraser,  twenty-two  trout.  17th,  Messrs.  Kerr  and 
Tait,  nineteen  trout ;  Mr.  Fraser,  five  trout.  18th, 
Messrs.  Blair  and  Spence,  forty-six  trout;  Mr.  Burton, 
twenty-four  trout;  Messrs.  Harrison  and  Carmichael, 
twenty-seven  trout. — J.  Macfadten. 

Culag  Hotel  Waters  (Lochinver).— Since  the 
opening  of  the  ceason  a  number  of  anglers,  including  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bellingbam  (Birmingham),  Mr.  Basil  Werham 
(Birmingham),  E.  E.  Cox  (Crieff)  and  Mrs.  Cox,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nash  Leigh  (Cardiff),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  (London), 
had  excellent  sport  in  salmon,  grilse,  ferox,  and  trout  fish- 
ing on  the  neighbouring  lochs  and  streams,  but  full 
particulars  cannot  here  be  given.  On  14th,  Mr.  Water- 
field  landed  fourteen  nice  trout  on  Loch  Crccach ;  and  the 
Misses  Murray  and  Fisher,  on  Loch  Beanoch,  nine  trout. 
On  15th,  Mrs.  Murray  and  Fisher  landed  six  trout  on  Loch 
Ftwn  ;  Mr.  Leigh,  on  same  loch,  twenty-two  trout,  8|lb. ; 
Mrs.  Leigh,  on  Loch  Culag,  ten  trout,  3|lb. ;  Mr.  Water- 
field,  on  Lough  Turk,  twenty  trout,  6|lb.  ;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cox  a  good  haul  at  sea  fishing.  On  16th  a  number  of 
anglers  were  out,  and  baskets  ranged  up  to  three  dozen 
trout.  On  17th,  Loch  Beanoch  was  fished  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alexander,  thirty-two  trout ;  and  by  Mr.  and  Miss 
Lapper,  thirty  trout.  On  18th  a  great  number  were  out, 
but  full  details  cannot  be  given  ;  baskets  ranged  from  one 
dozen  to  two  dozen  trout. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Although  light  showers  of 
rain  have  fallen  this  week,  the  water  in  the  liver  Deveron 
is  exceedingly  low  and  clear,  and  fish  have  almost  ceased 
to  enter.  Anglers  have  been  enjoying  little  or  no  sport, 
the  pools  being  quite  depleted  of  fish.  On  the  Nether- 
dale  section,  on  the  13th,  Major  Gocdson  had  a  nice 
salmon  of  101b.  The  net  fishermen  on  the  river  have 
Ecarcely  landed  a  fish  for  the  week.  On  the  coast  thare 
was  a  fair  yield  of  salmon  in  the  beginning  of  the  week 
from  several  of  the  stations,  and  on  one  day  a  box  of 
2cwt.  was  dispatched  from  the  Deveron  district,  and  one 
of  about  Icwt.  from  the  Gaidenstown  district. — H.  W. 

Oaxve  Hotel  "Waters.— On  13th  inst.,  Lieut.-Col. 
Mills,  London,  fished  Loch  Luichart,  and  got  four  trout, 
51b.  On  15th,  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Macintrsh,  Stiath- 
peffer,  on  Loch  Garve,  had  three  trout,  5Jlb.  ;  and  on 
16th,  four  trout,  111b.  On  17th,  the  same  angUrs  on 
Loch  Luichart,  had  five  trout,  41b.  ;  and  on  18th,  on  Loch 
Garve,  two  trout,  31b.    The  day  was  very  stormy. — B. 

Inclmaclamp}!  Hotel  (Sutherland). —  June  13, 
Mr.  Oookson,  river  Inver,  nineteen  trout,  lOjlb.;  Mr.  Pitz- 
Gerald,  Loch  Awe,  twenty-two,  81b. ;  Mr.  Gillibrand, 
Skiag,  nineteen,  61b.  14th,  Mr.  Clay,  Loch  Awe,  forty, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  Cookson,  Letteressa,  thirteen,  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Waterall,  Head  Assynt,  nineteen,  91b.  15th,  Messrs. 
Waterall  and  Hurst,  Loch  Awe,  fifty,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Budd, 
Skiag,  fifteen,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Cookson,  Mid- Assynt,  eighteen, 
61b.  ;  Mr.  Fitz- Gerald,  Gillaroo,  six,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Straker, 
Inver,  thirty,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Allgood,  Letterfssa,  twenty, 
61b.  16th,  Messrs.  Waterall  and  Hurst,  Head  Assynt, 
twenty,  71b. ;  Mr.  Cookson,  Loch  Awe,  fifty,  i.l21b. ;  Mr. 
Nanson,  Hill  Lochs,  thirteen,  91b.  17th,  Mr.  All- 
good,  Lochs,  twenty-two,  lOlb.  18th,  Mr.  Fitz-Gerald, 
Letteressa,  twenty-one,  81b. ;  Mr.  Nanson,  Loch  Awe, 
thirty-two,  lOlb.  ;  Mr.  Wilson,  W.  Assynt,  one,  21b.  ; 
Messrs.  Straker  and  Allgood,  river  Inver,  thirty-three. 
191b.  (heaviest  2Jlb.)  ;  Mr.  Cookson,  Mid- Assynt,  twenty- 
four,  81b.  Weather  during  the  week  dry  and  unfavour- 
able for  sport.  To-day  (Saturday,  June  18)  rain  fell,  and 
gives  promise  cf  good  fishing. — William  Wallace. 

Lair^  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— 
During  the  past  week  some  excellent  baskets  were  made 
on  Loch  Shin  and  other  waters.  Although  full  details  for 
the  whole  week  cannot  be  given,  the  following  maybe 
mentioned :  On  16th,  Mrs.  Hicks,  on  Loch  Shin,  twenty- 
three  trout,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Ashworth,  on  Loch  Fuarhachel, 
one,  Salb. ;  Mr.  Connacher,  on  Loch  Shin,  seventeen, 
9Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Dowell,  eight,  71b.  On  17th,  Mrs.  Hicks 
fished  Loch  Shin,  and  landed  twenty-seven  trout,  111b. ; 
Mr.  Connacher,  fifteen  trout,  B^lb.  ;  atd  Mr.  Budd  (in 
tvf  o  hours),  five  trout,  25lb. — B. 

Iiochboisdale  Hotel  (South  Ui&t).— June  6,  Mr. 
Collier,  on  Bornish,  lOJlb.  brown  trout ;  Mr.  Witt,  on 
Squaribh,  2Jlb.  brown  trout.  7th,  Messrs.  B.  and  D. 
Macgregor,  on  Bornish,  Z^lh.  brown  trout;  Mr.  Collier, 
on  Milton,  8Jlb.  brown  trout;  Mr.  Witt,  on  upper  Kil- 
donan,  S^lb.  brown  trout-  8th,  Messrs.  Brown  and  D. 
Macgregor,  on  Milton,  4Jlb.  brown  trout.  9th,  Mr.  D. 
Macgregor,  on  upper  Kildonan,  8JIb.  brown  trout ; 
Messrs.  Brown  and  B.  Macgregor,  on  Bornish,  5 Jib. 
brown  trout.  10th,  Mr.  D.  Macgregor,  on  Bornish,  31b. 
brown  trout.  11th,  Messrs.  Hardy  and  Stiell,  on 
Corageimsaig,  3Jlb.  brown  trout.  13th,  Messrs.  Hardy 
and  Stiell,  on  Upper  Bornish,  4Jlb.  brown  trout ;  Mr.  D. 
Macgregor,  on  Halau,  21b.  brown  and  one  sea  trout,  lib. 
14th,  Messrs.  Hardy  and  Stiell,  on  "  School  Loch,"  41b. 
brown  trout;  Mr.  D.  Macgregor,  on  Halan,  2Jlb.  brown 
trout.  15th,  Messis.  Hardy  and  Stiell,  on  Corageimsaig, 
4Jlb.  brown  trout.  17th,  Mr.  Dane,  on  Milton,  2|lb. 
brown  trout ;  Messrs.  Hardy  and  Stiell,  on  upper  Kil- 
donan, 61b.  brown  trout ;  Mr.  Ewen,  on  Bornish,  2Jlb. 
brown  trout.  18th,  Messrs.  Hardy  and  Stiell,  on  Strome, 
three  sea  trout,  4|lb.  (heaviest,  2ilb,) ;  Mr.  Dane,  on 
upper  Bornish,  l^b.  brown  trout,— S.  MacKknzie, 


Iiochleven  (Kinross).— Larger  fish  liave  lieeu  rising 
to  the  fly  during  the  last  two  days,  though  the  past  week 
has  been  the  lessb  productive  of  sport  since  April.  Most 
of  the  rising  fish  were  coming  very  short,  and  though 
anglers  enticed  trout  to  the  surface  tliey  were  too  wary  to 
find  a  place  in  their  creel.  There  has  been  too  much 
electricity  in  the  air,  though  showers  hive  been  of  daily 
occurrence.  The  angling  clubs  that  competed  here  since 
last  report  were  :  Kelvinside  Academical  had,  to  nine  rods, 
thirty-eight  trout,  231b.  12oz.  The  first  prize  was  awarded 
Mr.  Windegate,  with  nine  trout,  5)b.  PoUokshields  had 
only  six  members  forward,  who  had  a  catch  of  twenty-nine 
trout,  181b.  4oz.  Mr.  P.  Pringle  was  first,  with  nine 
trout,  71b.  14oz.  Nine  members  competed  at  a  two  days' 
competition  by  the  Glasgow  Western  Club.  Mr.  J.  S. 
Dixon  was  first  on  both  occasions,  with  creels  of  six  trout, 
61b.,  and  five  trout,  31b.  6oz.,  respectively.  The 
Dundee  Anglhig  Club  had  a  good  muster  of  twenty- 
six  rods,  who  captured  only  sixty-two  trout,  421b.  13oz. 
First  place  was  assigned  Mr.  Mclntyre  with  ten 
trout,  51b.  14oz.  Falkirk  Club  captured  forty-one 
trout,  271b.  4oz.,  to  eleven  rods;  first,  Mr.  Millar, 
seven  trout,  71b.  loz.  Twenty-six  competitois  engaged 
in  the  Edinburgh  Waverley  Club  competition,  and 
killed  sixty-five  trout,  521b.  12oz. ;  the  first  prize  was 
gained  with  seven  large  trout,  which  weighed  101b., 
captured  with  tly  by  Mr.  Calder.  Mr.  Calder  had  the 
heaviest  trout  secured  during  the  week ;  its  weight  was 
21b.  lOoz.  A  large  number  of  private  anglers  were  out, 
the  best  catch  being  a  basket  of  thirteen  trout,  121b., 
caught  on  Teal  and  Green,  and  Yellow  and  Blue  flies,  by 
Mr.  G.  J.  Cargey,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  E.  P.  Wilson, 
Markinch.  Other  anglers  had  an  average  weight  of  trout 
of  51b.  Among  those  out  were  Mr.  O'Hanlan 
(Manchester),  Mr.  Bramwell  (Newcastle),  Mr.  Bar- 
tholomew (Leeds),  Messrs.  Tully  and  Cartmell  Eidley 
(Newcastle),  Mr.  Lamb  (Newcastle). — Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel).— Fishing  Lech  Farra- 
line,  on  June  13,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Thorn,  Annan,  killed 
thirty-nine  trout,  weighing  201b. ;  Mr.  Charles  Hawkins, 
eight,  .51b.  ;  and  Mr.  Watevhouse,  nine,  4Jlb.  June  14, 
on  Loch  Euthven,  Mr.  Hawkins  killed  nine,  weighing 
41b.  Juna  15,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  E.  Thom,  Annan,  nine, 
3^1b. ;  Mr.  Charles  Hawkins,  six,  6Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Water- 
house,  fishing  Loch  Garth,  three,  l^lb.  June  16,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  Thom,  Annan,  on  Loch  Farraline,  killed  thirty, 
weighing  151b. ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Hawkins,  fourteen, 
weighing  81b.  June  17,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  E.  Thom, 
Annan,  killed  nine,  weighing  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  nine, 
31b.  June  18,  Mr.  E.  Thom,  Annan,  on  Loch  Ness, 
killed  fourteen,  weighing  71b.;  Mr.  Charles  Hawkins, 
fishing  Loch  Farraline,  killed  twenty-three,  121b.  ;  and 
Dr.  T.  C.  Hitchen,  three,  of  lib.— S.  Tilston. 

Noxth-East  of  Scotland.— The  only  bright  bit  of 
sport  agoing  just  now  is  being  had  on  the  farthest  inland 
reaches  of  the  Dee.  Here,  on  the  Fife  Arms  water. 
Braemar,  list  week,  Mr.  Morton  creeled  a  fine  fish  of 
121b.;  Mr.  F.  Thompson,  six,  of  71b.,  6ilb.,  ejlb..  6Jlb., 
61b.,  and  61b.  respectively;  and  Mr.  A.  McPheison,  six, 
ranging  from  7ilb.  to  121b,  The  Queen  and  Court  moved 
from  Balmoral  on  Tuesday,  after  a  very  pleasant  stay — 
too  much  so  for  tho.se  of  her  household  who  love  a  cast, 
as  the  river  has  been  all  through  the  past  month  too 
low  and  clear.  However,  Mr.  Mather  and  others  of  the 
Court  party  had  occasionally  good  sport,  while  Capt. 
Campbell  and  Lieuts.  Thorpe  and  Macdonald  have 
had  the  full  swing  of  the  Birkhall  section,  and, 
in  addition  to  an  occasional  salmon,  have  had 
almost  daily  excellent  baskets  of  yellow  trout. 
On  the  Cambus  O'May  water  and  Glentana  reaches  sport 
has  been  comparatively  slack,  not  so  much  on  account  of 
the  want  of  fish  as  the  almost  diurnal  thunderstorms, 
although  the  rainfall  has  been  slight.  On  the  side 
streams  very  good  trouting  has  been  had,  chiefly  to  the 
worm.  On  the  Carlogie  section,  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson  and 
Mr.  Lewis  Haslam  have  not  been  idle,  and  had  a  couple 
of  fish  each  last  week.  On  the  Inchmarlo  section, 
Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  landed  a  grilse  of  31b.,  but  other- 
wise sport  in  these  parts  has  been  a  minus  quantity,  the 
river  being  too  low  and  clear.  On  the  tidal  waters  good 
baskets  of  finnook  and  sea  trout  are  being  made.  The 
Don  is  doing  well  from  Kintore  upward,  especially  to 
wormers,  and  some  heavy  fish  have  lately  bean  creeled  on 
the  Kinaldig,  Kinellor,  and  Monymusk  sections.  The 
Ythan  is  rather  small,  but  sport  brisk  on  the  tidal  water. 
Grilse  are  increasing  in  numbers  and  weight,  but  fresh 
salmon,  as  is'usually  the  case  at  this  time,  are  rather 
scarcer  on  the  coast. 

Orkney  (Hotel  Birsey ).— Fishing  from  the  Barony 
Hotel,  Birsey,  the  Lochs  Birsey,  Hunland,  and  Swanny, 
Messrs.  Hunt  and  Eada  had,  for  few  hours  on  afternoon  of 
June  14,  eight  trout,  41b.  ;  15th,  ten  trout,  heaviest  l|lb. ; 
16th,  twenty-eight  trout,  weighing  lOJlb.  ;  17th,  twenty 
trout.  The  weather  has  now  much  improved  for  fishing. 
— John  Spense. 

Overscaigf  Hotel  Waters  (via  Ii&iTg,  N.B.).— 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  Birkenhead,  have  been  enjoy- 
ing capital  sport  on  the  neighbouring  lochs.  Fishing  Mid- 
Shin  beat,  on  13th,  they  got  seven  trout,  51b. ,  besides  a 
salmon  of  91b.  ;  on  14th,  on  Fiag  beat,  they  had  seven 
trout,  51b. ;  on  15th,  on  Top  Shin,  thirteen  trout,  71b.  ;  on 
16th,  on  Loch  Merkland,  fifteen  trout,  61b. ;  on  17th,  on 
Mid-Shin,  sixteen  trout,  averaging  Jib.  each;  and  on 
18th,  on  Loch  Griam  (two  and  a  half  hours  only),  fifteen 
trout,  4Jlb.  Other  anglers  have  also  been  fairly  success- 
ful.-B. 

Bhiconich  Hotel.— June  13,  S.  Paterson,  No.  1  loch, 
twelve  trout,  61b.  14th,  S.  Paterson,  Inchard,  one  sea 
trout,  Ijlb.,  and  nine  cod;  Messrs.  Campbell,  No.  1, 
seventeen  trout.  15th,  Messrs.  Campbell,  No.  2,  fifty 
trout,  12f  lb.  ;  Mr.  Paterson,  Skerraha,  nineteen  trout, 
SJlb.  IGth,  Mr.  Paterson,  Skerraha,  twenty  trout,  81b. ; 
Messrs,  Campbell,  Inchard,  four  lythe.    17th,  Messrs. 


Campbell,  Skerraha,  five  trout,  2 Jib.  l^cb,  Messrs. 
Camijbell,  No.  2,  seventy  trout,  2031b.  20th,  Messrs. 
Campbell,  No.  1,  sixty  trout,  181b. — Jos.  S.Mn  ii. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  weather  has  been  showery 
over  the  Border  district  sirce  last  week's  notes,  and  the 
waters  are  up  a  few  inches.  Angling  is  now  showing  a 
slight  improvement,  but  at  the  best  the  sport  is  of  little 
account.  _  The  Annan  is  always  the  first  of  the  Solway 
rivers  with  its  run  of  herling,  but  none  have  made  their 
appearance  so  far,  although  they  are  about  due  now.  Mr. 
Frank  Foster  killed  a  sea  trjut  on  Tuesday  morning, 
with  worm  bait  on  Stewart  tackle,  and  another  angler 
killed  two  higher  up  the  liver  with  fly.  One  or 
two  sea  trout  have  also  been  caught  in  other  waters, 
chiefly  with  the  night  fly.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle  and 
Mount  Annan  portions  of  this  river  sea  trout  are  in  the 
streams,  and  an  odd  one  is  being  taken.  In  the  Blacket- 
lees  water  a  pike  of  lOlb.  was  caught  on  Saturday.  Several 
fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken.  Two  rods 
had  a  brace  of  sea  trout  each  in  the  waters  above  Dormont, 
weighing  21b.  each  fish.  In  the  higher  Nith  the  river  is 
running  low  and  clear,  and,  although  one  or  two  sea  trout 
have  been  caught,  the  sport  is  mainly  confined  to  small 
baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Mei'e  fingerlings  have  been  put 
in  the  basket  and  counted  as  "  trout."  A  few  good  sea 
trout  are  now  being  caught  in  the  Esk  with  worm 
in  the  early  morning  hours,  while  a  number  have  been 
caught  by  after  dark  fisle.'s  with  fly.  In  the  Galloway 
waters  little  is  doing  on  the  rivers  of  the  Ken.  The  Kirk- 
cudbrightshire Dee,  the  Fleet,  and  Cree  are  not  yielding 
good  catches.  Fishing  on  Lochinvar  of  Dairy,  last  week, 
a  party  had  good  sport  on  two  days  among  yellow  trout, 
with  fly.  On  Carlingwark  loch  a  number  of  good  pike 
have  been  taken.  Two  rods  had  also  big  catches  of 
perch,  weighing  21b.  each  fish;  Messrs.  Morrin  and 
Wardhaugh  had  sixteen,  weighing  301b.  ;  Messrs. 
Burnie  had  eighteen,  of  about  21b.  each.  The 
artificial  minnow  was  the  most  successful  lure. 
Loch  Doon,  of  Ayrshire,  has  had  a  fair  number  of  patrons 
on  its  waters.  Last  week-end  a  Kilmarnock  angler,  out 
from  the  Eglinton  Hotel,  Dalmellington,  had  a  big  catch 
of  yellow  trout.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  Inspector 
Laurie  and  Mr.  Wm.  Wright,  of  Annan,  fished  from  the 
Eglinton  Hotel  boats,  and  had  good  sport  among  yellow 
trout  with  fly.  Several  other  rods  had  fair  sport  on  tbij 
loch.  In  the  Solway  the  sea  trout  are  not  making  much 
of  a  show  in  the  nets,  and  it  is  feared  by  the  lessees  and 
fishermen  that  the  season  is  going  to  be  much  of  a  failure 
for  trout  this  year.  Indeed,  many  of  the  old  fishermen 
believe  that  the  migration  is  about  at  an  end  for  sea  trout. 
— Heatheebell. 

Spey. — With  a  low  and  clear  water  sport  has  been 
poor  of  late,  and  matters  are  not  likely  to  improve  until 
the  water  rises.  From  the  Carron  water,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
Grant,  Elchies,  landed  a  salmon  of  121b. ;  and  from  the 
Knockando_  House  water,  on  Tuasday,  Mr.  Thain,  from 
Craigellachie  Hotel,  had  one  of  151b.  ;  and  Mr.  Few, 
Viewfleld  Villa,  one  of  lljlb. ;  while  from  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  Mr.  Kynoch,  Keith,  had  a  small  grilse  of 
21b  ,  the  fiisb  we  have  heard  of  being  taken  in  that  dis- 
trict. Good  baskets  of  sea  and  yellow  trout  have  been 
got  on  the  Spey  and  Livet  by  Mr.  Few  and  Mr.  Kitson. — 
J.  M. 

Tongue    Hotel    Waters    (Sutherland).  —  On 

June  16.  Mr.  Parker,  fishing  cn  Loch-na-hacon,  had  four 
trout,  31b.  ;  Messrs.  Gibson,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seventeen 
trout,  71b.  ;  and  Col.  Eeilly,  on  Kyle,  six  sea  trout,  111b. 
On  the  14th,  Mr.  Gibson,  on  Loch  Haln,  had  thirty- 
seven  tiout,  111b. ;  Col.  Eei  ly,  on  Kyle,  four  trout,  71b. 
On  the  15th,  Col.  Eeilly,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  had  fifteen 
trout,  71b.  On  the  16th,  Col.  Eeilly,  on  Kyle,  had  three 
trout,  61b.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
had  seven  trout,  3^1b. ;  Col.  Eeilly,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  had 
twenty-one  trout,  6Jlb.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  Parker,  on 
Loch-na-hicon,  had  fifteen  trout,  GJlb. ;  Col.  Eeilly,  on 
Loch  Slam,  had  twenty-one  trout,  O^lb.  ;  Major  Mackay, 
fishing  on  the  same  loch,  had  also  a  nice  basket  of  brown 
trout. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  their  Tributaries.— The 

main  rivers  at  present — Tweed  and  Teviot — are  just  about 
as  clear  as  glass,  and  fully  down  to  their  ordinary  summer 
level.  Trout  take  well  during  the  early  morning  with 
worm  and  creeper,  and  the  same  can  be  said  of  them 
during  the  evening  when  the  fly  is  on.  During  the  past 
week  the  crusade  against  the  pike  has  again  been  in 
evidence.  On  Tuesday,  on  the  Tweed,  Sir.  Richard 
Ormston,  with  spoon  bait,  killed  five,  heaviest  121b.,  one 
81b.,  one  71b.,  and  the  others  down  to  31b.;  Mr.  Adam 
Denholm  also  had  one  pike  of  3Jlb.  Several  others  have 
also  been  taken  during  the  week  by  boy  fishers.  Of  those 
who  have  been  most  successful  amongst  the  trout  since 
last  report  aie  the  foUowiog  :  Mr.  G.  Eobertson,  on  the 
Tweed,  on  Monday,  18|lb.— a  grand  dish — all  got  with 
worm ;  on  Tuesday  he  had  again  91b.  on  ■  the  same 
stream  with  fly  and  worm.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  Will  am 
Messer  had  91b.  on  Tuesday ;  Mr.  Daniel  Brotherton  a 
dish  just  on  61b.,  with  fly,  on  the  same  stream.  Last 
week,  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  Join  Wright,  fishing  with  fly  at 
night,  hooked  and  successfully  landed  a  most  beautiful 
Tweed  common  trout,  weighing  41b.  2oz.  The  fish  gave 
splendid  sport,  and  was  killed  with  one  of  Wright's  own 
dressed  corncrake  flies.  The  fish  is  being  preserved.  On 
the  Eden,  Mr.  Archibald  Steel,  jnn.,  had  7Jlb.  with  worm 
on  Tuesday.  With  fly,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  James  Hogg 
killed  five  trout,  weighing  41b.,  and  had  about  a  dozen  of 
smaller  fish.  This  (Wednesday)  morning  Mr.  D.  Stewart 
had  51b.  of  trout  on  Tweed  with  worm  ;  and,  on  the 
Teviot,  Mr.  Jas.  Eobertson  killed  six  trout,  weighing  31b., 
and  he  had  besides  eight  others,  weighing  2Jlb.  On  the 
CoUedge,  yesterday,  Mr.  E.  Eenwiok  had  61b. ;  Mr. 
Hei-kiss,  the  same  quantity  ;  and  a  friend  of  the  latter,  from 
Glasgow,  on  the  same  stream,  had  a  nice  basket  of  6 Jib. 
Angling  competitions  are  still  going  on,  and  the  following 
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are  those  which  have  taken  place  duriog  the  past  week  : 
On  Saturday,  on  the  Whitadder,  the  Edinburgh  Saturday 
Angling  Club  held  their  second  special  competition,  when 
the  following  were  the  winners  :  Messrs.  Alexander  Milne, 
A.  M.  Marr,  William  Sanderson,  and  J.  F.  Walker.  The 
St.  Ronan's  (Innerleithen)  Club  held|their  third  compe- 
tition on  Saturday,  on  the  Tweed  and  its  tributaries. 
Winners  :  Messrs.  J.  Kitohie,  W.  Aitken,  Wm.  Dalgleish, 
Peter  Hardie,  D.  Fox,  and  Andrew  McNab  (heaviest 
trout).  The  Galashiels  Angling  Club  held  their  compe- 
tition on  Thursday  last,  with  the  following  result  (but 
this  is  a  handicap  competition) :  1st,  Mr.  John  Deans 
(scratch),  81b.  lOoz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  Andrew  Messer  (scratch), 
71b.  9oz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  James  Fleming  (scratch),  71b.  7Joz. ; 
4th,  Mr.  Joseph  Graham  (allowed  21b.),  61b.  lloz. ; 
5th,  Mr.  Alexander  Clapperton  (scratch),  61b.  lOJoz. ;  half 
dozen  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  John  Deans,  31b.  9^oz.  On 
Thursday  last  the  East  Berwickshire  Association  held 
their  eighteenth  competition.  The  best  baskets  were 
killed  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Whitadder.  Eesults  : 
1st  (rod  and  Annandale  silver  medal),  Mr.  William  Allan 
Caverhill,  Berwick,  111b.  6oz. ;  2nd  (heaviest  dozen),  Mr. 
John  Herriott,  Edrom  House,  51b.  6oz.  (and  special  prize 
of  drinking  flask  for  heaviest  trout),  lib.  loz. ;  3rd,  Mr. 
William  Redpath,  Berwick,  71b.  13oz. ;  4th,  Mr.  William 
Milne,  Foulden  Newton,  71b.  6oz. ;  the  president's  prize  (a 
handsome  reel)  was  won  by  Mr.  James  Hogg,  Hutton 
Mill.  The  Norton  Park  Club  held  its  third  competition 
on  Saturday,  on  the  Border  stream,  the  Leader ;  water 
low  and  clear,  baskets  small.  Winners  :  Messrs.  Jack 
Oliver,  Walter  Eaves,  George  Smith,  and  George  Scott. 
The  net  fishings  on  the  T\\  eed  are  about  the  worst,  for  the 
time  of  year,  that  I  have  taken  notice  of  for  many  seasons 
back,    Salmon  are  remarkably  scarce. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Balliua  (Imperial  and  Boyal  Hotels,  Private 
Water). — The  river  is  now  in  good  order,  and  numbers 
of  fish  showing  themselves  in  the  pools.  On  the  18th,  Mr. 
Leaf  lost  two  salmon,  after  twenty  minutes'  play.  On  tha 
17th,  Col.  Smith  lost  two  fish  and  kOled  one  on  the  19th, 
weighing  61b.  On  the  same  date  Mr.  Game  lost  three 
fish  and  killed  one  weighing  51b. ;  20th,  same  gentleman 
lost  four  fish  and  kiUed  one  ;  Mr.  Hutharfc  lost  six  and 
killed  one  ;  31st,  lost  five  and  killed  one. — Manager. 

Bauu. — This  river  has  now  got  into  angling  order  after 
the  floods,  that  kept  it  discoloured  for  the  greater  pa:t  of 
the  past  week.  Grilse  are  coming  in  freely  and  of  a  large 
size  for  the  first  run,  many  of  them  scaling  over  71b.  On 
the  Kilrea  reach,  Mr.  Robert  Akinson,  on  18th  inst.,  one 
salmon,  201b. ;  on  20th,  Mr.  Ash,  one  salmon,  141b.  On 
the  Caronroe  reach.  Major  Moore  and  party  had  six  grilse 
for  the  week  ending  18th  inst.,  from  4|lb.  to  71b. ;  Major 
McCorkell,  on  16th,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  on  17th,  three  grilse, 
61b.,  71b.,  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  James  A.  Ljle,  one  salmon  on 
18th,  81b.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast. — Trouting  is  pretty  good  on  the  Water  Com- 
missioners' reservoirs  about  here,  especially  at  Woodburn. 
Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Kingham 
were  amongst  the  most  successful  this  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Lougfli  Neagli).— The  Corrib  is  in  prime 
order,  and  since  my  last  notes  over  100  giilse  or  peal  have 
been  killed.  Amongst  those  out  wc-ra  :  Mr.  Jessun,  Mr. 
White,  Mr.  Townsend,  Mr.  W.  Cohen,  Mr.  Burbery,  Mr. 
HLU,  and  others.  The  grilse  are  rising  better  to  the  fly, 
though  shTi)np  and  prawn  are  the  deadliest  lures.  Pretty 
fair  trouting  is  being  had. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Ballinderry  and  Black- 
water  are  in  good  form  for  fly  fishing,  and  some  fine  trout 
were  lately  killed  on  the  Marly  Fly  on  the  former  stream. 
Salmon  are  now  up  the  Ballinderry,  but  as  yet  none  have 
been  killed. — J.  A.  B. 

£me  (Bally  shannon  and  Belleek).— The  following 
are  the  particulars  during  the  past  week :  Mr.  F.  T. 
Green  took  two  grilse  of  61b.  atd  51b.  on  18th  inst.  Mr! 
E.  A.  Ralli  took  one  salmon  of  71b.  on  15th  iust.  Sir 
Wm.  Williams  took  one  salmon  of  131b.,  and  a  grilse  of 
61b.,  on  18th  inst.  Mr.  F.  T.  Green  took  two  salmon  of 
141b.  and  71b.  on  21st  inst. ;  and  on  same  day  Sir  Wm. 
Williams  took  another  of  161b.  weight.  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike 
took  one  salmon  of  161b.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b.,  on  20th 
inst.  Dr.  E.  Aiken  took  two  gtilse,  of  61b,  and  51b.,  on 
20th  inst.  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson  took  two  salmon,  of 
131b.  and  71b.,  on  same  day.  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  took  three 
splendid  trout  on  the  Erne  on  the  evenings  of  15th  and 
16th  inst.,  weighing  respectively  71b.,  5 Jib.,  and  41b. 
These  fish  were  taken  as  before,  on  small  Olive  Dun  and 
Orange  Landrail  trout  flies  (Rogan's  patterns).  The  Rev. 
E.  Tarbuck  and  others  took  some  fine  trout  on  the  Eiue 
during  the  past  week.  Also  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson  landed 
a  salmon,  weighbg  171b.,  on  16th  inst. ;  and  one,  ISJlb., 
on  17th  inst.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killaxney. — Weather  being  bright  sport  has  not  been 
good,  still  a  few  salmon  and  peal  have  been  got.  Mr. 
Stephen  Magill,  Church  Town,  got  two  salmon,  and  the 
Magillycuddy  of  the  Reeks  one  salmon ;  Mr.  Patsey 
Murphy  had  one  peal,  41b.  Capt.  Cunliffe,  who  fishes 
from  the  Royal  Victoria  Hotel,  got  on  19th  inst.  one 
peal,  4ilb.  Mr.  J.  A.  Martin,  Ceylon,  fishing  for  trout, 
got  seventy-six  in  three  days  ;  and  Mr.  Catterall,  R.I.C., 
got  as  nice  a  bag  as  you  could  wish  yesterday  ;  the  largest 
turned  the  scales  at  2|lb.  The  case  against  Mr.  T.  J. 
Lyne,  a_ publican,  was  again  adjourned  tiU  to-day  for  the 
production  of  Major  Gould|  Adams,  who  is  stationed  at 
Fort  Carlyle,  near  Cork.  The  only  representative  of  the 
conservators  present  to  sustain  the  prosecution  was  a 
bailiff  named  Gleesane.    I  fear  it  will  be  shelved. — Jack. 

Lough  Arrow  (Andresna).— With  the  disappearance 
of  the  May  Fly  the  fishing  for  trout  has  been  very  limited 
this  week,  and  only  a  few  were  killed.  A  good  many  large 
pike  were  got  during  the  week.   Lough  Arrow  done  well 


this  year  at  the  dap  ;  better  than  has  been  known  for  the 
last  ten  years,  consequent  on  the  better  preservation  of  the 
lake  during  the  last  few  years. — Geo.  Achison. 

Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask.— Mr.  Coventry,  staying 
at  the  Carlisle  Arms  Hotel,  on  the  16th,  got  three  trout, 
one  111b.  and  two  weighing  41b.  each.  The  111b.  trout 
was  a  very  fine  fijh,  in  splendid  condition.  On  the  17th, 
two  pike,  7ilb.  and  5Jlb.,  one  trout,  3ilb.  18th,  Lieut. 
Higginson,  on  Mask,  four  trout,  weighing  81b.— 0.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — The  grilse  are  going  into  this  lough 
in  goodly  numbers  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  H.  Grimes 
took  one  grilse,  on  15th  inst.,  of  51b.;  Mr.  E.  Mulhern 
took  two,  on  17th  inst.,  of  61b.  and  6|lb. ;  Mr.  A.  Gilroy 
took  one  of  61b.,  on  18th  inst.  Lord  Louth  and  friends 
have  been  staying  at  Scott's  Hotel,  and  fishing  the  Garrison 
end  of  the  lake,  where  they  took  several  grilse  and  some 
decent  baskets  of  gillaroo  trout  during  the  past  week.  A 
few  Salnw  ferox,  weighing  from  3Jlb.  to  6f  lb.,  were  taken 
by  other  anglers  since  last  report. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Lough  llelyin  (Lower  Beaches,  Einlough 
End). — Melvin  is  still  maintaining  its  grand  reputation 
for  trout  angling.  Bright  weather  prevailed  in  early  part 
of  past  week ;  towards  the  end  genial,  wet  days  set  in, 
and  trout  got  into  sportive  mood.  On  many  days  from 
four  to  five  dozen  were  creeled  by  fly  anglers.  Some  nice 
trout  were  had  trolling,  scaling  from  31b.  to  51b.  Salmon 
anglers  had  fair  success.  As  I  write  sport  looks  very 
promising. — P.  Gallagher. 

Blourne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 
Mourne  is  rather  low,  but  well  stocked  with  salmon  and 
white  trout,  and  in  a  state  favourable  for  clear  water 
worm  fishing.  A  few  salmon  have  been  killed  by  local 
men  chiefly.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Wyatt  killed  twenty-three 
brown  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lough  Callow  (The  Hotel,  Poxford). 
—Fishing  here  for  the  last  ten  days,  R.  W.  Mills,  Esq., 
seven  fish,  five  grilse  and  two  salmon;  Major  Watkins, 
ten  fish,  eight  grilse  and  two  salmon  ;  C.  T.  Cobbold,  Esq., 
twenty-eight  trout  on  Callow,  and  twenty-six  trout  next 
day  on  the  river,  one  salmon,  and  lost  several  others  ;  Mr. 
Coghlan,  five  grilse  and  two  salmon.  The  river  here  is  in 
very  good  order,  and  a  lot  of  fish  up  presently.  Very  good 
prospects  of  sports.  Fish  taking  very  badly  on  Conn. — 
Angler. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— 

Fish  coming  short  at  the  fly.  Mr.  E.  H.  Perry  Knox 
Gore  and  brother,  on  their  own  private  water,  had  ten 
grilse  on  the  18th,  481b.  ;  on  the  19th,  eight  grilse,  411b. 
Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  on  19th,  two  grilse,  91b.,  one  salmon, 
lUb.  Mr.  Game,  on  19th,  one  grilse,  4Jlb. ;  on  20th,  one 
61b.  Mr.  Peelon,  on  16th,  two  grilse,  101b. ;  on  17th,  two 
grilse,  91b.  Dr.  Jackson,  on  20th,  one  grilse,  61b.  Col. 
Smith,  on  20th,  one  grilse,  4|lb.  Mr.  J.  Brown,  on  19th, 
two  grilse,  111b.  Mr.  J.  Timblin,  five  grilse,  in  three 
day;",  311b.  Mr.  Huggard,  on  19th,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  on 
20th,  one  41b.  Mr.  W.  G.  Wilson,  on  20ch,  two  grilse, 
lljlb.  Mr.  K€ary,_two  grilse,  131b.  The  Imperial  Hotel 
water  fished  well  since  my  last  report.  Angling  on  the 
Lough  very  poor  ;  sea  trout  are  well  up  now.  The  Golden 
Gosshawk  and  Her  Majesty  are  the  killing  flies. — Pat 
Hearnes. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Since  last 
report,  weather  stormy,  waters  in  good  order,  and  plenty 
of  fish  showing.  On  June  19,  Mr.  J.  Brown  got  two,  61b. 
and  71b. ;  and  on  the  sime  date,  Mr.  John  Tomlin  had  on 
several  and  killed  one,  61b.  During  the  week,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Pownall  had  on  four  and  lost  them  ;  Mr.  Wilson  got  two 
on  the  20th,  81b.  and  91b.  Trout  fishing  fairly  good  at 
Runagry. — John  Devees. 

Shannon  and  Lou^h  Serg  (Eillaloe).— Sport 
has  been  good,  bad,  and  indifferent  this  week.  Of  two 
things,  however,  we  have  reason  to  feel  thankful  for : 
First,  there  are  any  quantity  of  grilse  about  in  the  river ; 
and,  secondly,  the  water  is  keeping  in  nice  fishing  form. 
Fancy  some  rods  this  week  having  met  as  many  as  four- 
t(.en  fish  in  one  day  !  Speaking  to  Major  Traherne  to-day, 
he  told  me  that  there  are  plenty  of  fish  all  over  the  place. 
June  15,  Mr.  W.  Young,  D.L.,  three  grilse,  51b.,  41b.,  and 
31b.  16th,  Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall.  three,  71b.,  61b.,  51b. 
17th,  Major  Traherne  one,  71b. ;  Hon.  John  Wallop  one, 
71b.  18th,  Major  Traherne,  two  salmon,  291b.  and  181b. ; 
20th,  one,  41b. ;  21st,  two,  61b.  and  31b.  Col.  Longborne, 
on  Major  Traherne's  lower  water,  got  three  grilse,  81b., 
61b.,  and  31b.  Pishing  Mr.  W.  Young's  preserves,  Dr. 
Gorst  and  his  son,  Mr.  W.  F.  Gorst,  of  Huyton,  Liver- 
pool, have  killed  the  following  fish  this  week:  June  16, 
Dr.  Gorst,  one  grilse  ;  18th,  one  ;  Mr.  W.  F.  Gorst,  four, 
8ilb.,  71b.,  6Jlb.,  2ilh.  20th,  Mr.  W.  F.  Gorst,  two,  61b., 
41b. ;  Dr.  Gorst  one,  71b.  21st,  Mr.  W.  F.  Gorst,  four, 
8ilb.,  7Jlb.,  4ilb.,  41b.  :  Dr.  Gorst  one,  31b.  Prospects  of 
sport  on  river  and  lake  very  good  indeed. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Mr.  Henry  Hodges,  oh 
the  Doonass  water,  15th,  three  peal,  41b.,  41b.,  6Jlb.,  one 
salmon,  131b. ;  17th,  four  peal,  41b.,  31b.,  31b.,  and  31b. ; 
18th,  one  salmon,  15ilb. ;  20th,  two  peal,  41b.  and  5|lb. ; 
21st,  three  peal,  41b.,  31b.,  and  31b.  Capt.  Moon  and  Mr. 
E.  Stainton,  on  the  Prospect  water,  17th,  five  peal,  4Jlb., 
4ilb.,  4ilb.,  3Jlb„  2Jlb. ;  18th,  two  peal,  41b.  and  3ilb. 
Lord  Massy,  on  the  Hermitage  water,  15th,  one  peal,  31b. ; 
18th,  one,_  3ib. ;  20th,  one,  4Jlb.  ;  21st,  one,  6ilb. 
Lady  Barrington,  on  same  fishery,  one  peal,  olb.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Greenhill,  on  the  Woodlands  fishery :  16ih,  two 
peal,  41b.  and  31b. ;  17tb,  two,  2Jlb.  and  21b.,  and  one 
salmon,  34|lb.  (hooked  by  the  back  fin  and  Enright's 
single  gut  attached  to  hook) ;  18th,  one  salmon,  171b.,  one 
peal,  31b. ;  20ih,  one  salmon,  13ilb. ;  21st,  one  peal,  5Jlb. 
Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham,  on  the  Castle  fishery,  15th,  three 
peal,  2ilb.,  3ilb.,  4Jlb. ;  21st,  one,  2|lb.  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham,  on  same  fishery,  one  peal,  31b. ;  18th,  four,  51b., 
31b.,  IJlb.,  and  2|lb.— John  Enright  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Appledore. — Bass  are  plentiful  around  this  place,  and 
there  have  been  some  good  catches,  fish  running  up  to 
31b.  and  41b.  in  weight.  One  angler  killed  upwards  of 
twenty  after  a  few  hours'  fishing. — C.  V. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Large  numbers  of  pouting  have 
been  taken  daily  from  the  pier  during  the  past  week,  but 
dabs  and  plaice  have  been  remarkably  scarce.  Several 
anglers,  more  or  less  experienced,  have  had  some  sport 
among  the  pollack,  Mr.  Knott  and  Mr.  Stock  having  done 
fairly  well,  many  of  the  fish  scaling  considerably  over  lib. 
Messrs.  Sharpe,  Palmer,  Wiggins,  Gray,  Horncistle, 
Filmer,  Memmis,  and  Browne,  together  with  Miss  Connie 
and  Master  Loelie  Brown,  have  been  kept  busy  by  the 
pouting  during  slack  water  for  the  last  three  days.  Mr. 
G.  R.  Clarke  and  myself  had  some  sport  from  a  boat  on 
19th  inst.,  our  bag  consisting  of  some  three  and  a  half 
score  of  pouting,  two  nice  codling,  and  one  dab.  The 
water  is  now  in  first-rate  condition,  and  bait  easily 
obtained.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.8.). 

Eastbourne. — On  Saturday  one  of  the  fishermen  had 
two  cod  and  about  three  score  whiting  pout  from  Sovereign 
rocks.  To-day  (Monday),  writer  and  friend,  with  boat- 
man, had  four  score  in  about  two  hours'  actual  fishing  ; 
largest  dog-fish  on  rod  and  line,  weight  3Jlb. ;  another  of 
21b.  ;  several  pouts  of  nearly  lib.  each ;  total  weight, 
21Jlb.  Lostcgocd  pollack  and  one  sea  bream.  Prospects 
vervgood  ;  weather  fine.— J.  W.  Soddy  (B.S.A.8.). 

Exmouth. — Baes  fishing  has  been  affording  good 
sport.  One  gentleman  of  the  town,  from  just  off  the  pier, 
hooked  fifteen  fish,  totalling  401b.  in  weight,  in  a  short 
time. — C.  V. 

Hastings. — Anglers  are  enjoying  good  sport ;  swarms 
of  fish  about ;  in  fact,  fish  are  exceptionally  abundant  for 
this  time  of  year.  Good  baskets  have  been  made  from 
both  piers,  cotslstiug  principally  of  plaice,  dabs,  whiting, 
and  weever.  A  few  good  pollack  about,  one  of  about  IJlb. 
captured  on  Monday,  but  they  are  very  little  fished  for. 
Boat  anglers  are  doing  well ;  plenty  of  fish,  but  rather  on 
the  small  side. — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Plymouth. — Summer  has  come  in  earnest,  and  the 
Sound  is  crowded  with  fishermen,  both  amateur  and  pro- 
fessional. Whifiing  for  pollack  is  the  chief  sport.  The 
natural  worm  is  very  little  used ;  the  artificial  baby 
spinning  sand  eel  is  taking  its  place.  Several  dozen  of 
good  pollack  have  been  hooked  by  this  little  bait.  Ground 
fishing  is  indulged  in  largely  by  those  who  do  not  mind 
the  motion  of  a  boat,  and  prefer  it  to  slowly  pulling  about. 
Pishing  from  off  the  various  piers  has  been  well  patronised, 
and  some  good  baskets  of  dabs,  plaice,  pouting,  and 
pollack  have  been  taken.  A  few  mackerel  were  caught 
inside  the  Breakwater  the  early  part  of  the  week;  but 
they  seem  to  have  taken  their  departure  again.  However, 
next  month  we  may  expect  them  in  quantities.  I  have 
just  seen  a  poUack  of  161b.  landed. — William  Hearder 
(B.S.A.S.).   


Jingling  ^ixiuxes. 

June  26.  — 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  on  the  Arun. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Outing  to  the  Med  way. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 

Paddington  :  Match  at  Langley. 

Park  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 

South  Bermondsey  :  Match  at  Southend. 

Stepney  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 

Sundiil :  Outing  to  CoLnbrook. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers;  Roving  competition. 

June  27. 

Amicable  Waltonians :  A.B.S.  concert. 

June  28. 

Collingwood  :  Reading. 
Firm  and  True  :  Visit. 

June  29. 

Albion  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
Brompton :  Annual  dinner. 
July  2. 
Serapis  ;  Ouiiog  to  St.  Neots. 


July  3. — Anglers'  Pride  :  Ouiing  to  Dagenham. 

,,  3. — Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

,,  3. — Croydon  :  Outing  to  Ashurst. 

,,  3. — Dalsten  :  Match  at  Tonbridge. 

,,  3. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  3. — Good  Intent :  Match  at  Cheshunt. 

3. — Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Yalding. 

,,  3. — North-East  Brothers  :  Outing. 

,,  3. — Original  Alexandra :  Outing. 

,,  3. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Match. 

,,  3.— Stratford  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 

,,  5. — Camden:  Visit. 

,,  6.— Izaak  Walton  :  Mal;ch. 

„  10.— A.B.S. :  Match  at  Amberley. 

10. — Battersea  Piscatorials  :  Match. 

,,  10. — Globe  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  12. — Ormonde:  Outing. 

,,  16. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Summer  dinner. 

,,  17. — Bomore  :  Match  at  Harefield. 


The  Geeat  Success  that  has  rewarded  the  philanthropic 
efforts  to  provide  the  public  with  good  music  in  our  parks,  ig 
shown  by  the  large  appreciative  crowds  who  linger,  with  evident 
delight,  near  the  various  bandstands.  The  creation  of  the  healthy 
taste  for  harmony  will,  m  time,  yield  good  fruit  in  giving  the 
people  a  liking  for  a  higher  state  of  civilisation  and  a  yearning 
for  that  which  is  good,  noble,  and  true.  Holloway's  remedies 
woi'k  a  similar  miracle  with  the  organisation  of  the  body.  The 
Pills,  by  their  purifying  influence,  cleanse  the  blood,  and  the  Oint- 
ment gives  strength  and  energy  to  the  system.  Disease  i.s  driven 
out  of  its  stronghold,  and  health  once  again  resumes  its  sway. 
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Eepoxts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening^.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Repobt  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association. — The  Jane  delegate  meeting 
was  held  on  Monday  evening,  at  Foresters'  Hall,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Beckett  (vice-president)  occupying  the  chair.  Mr. 
Manning  reported  on  the  recent  netting  at  Clissold  Park 
lakes,  Stoke  Newington,  which  resulted  in  large  numbers 
of  roach  and  other  fish  being  secured  for  the  public 
waters  of  the  Lea,  and  the  following  letter  having 
reference  to  the  matter  was  read :   "  London  County 
Council,   Parks  Department,   June  15,  1898. — Clissold 
Park.— Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  14th  inst.  relating  to  the  thanks  of  the 
Anglers'  Association  for  the  permission  granted  to  net  the 
lakes,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  same.    The  contents  have 
been  duly  noted. — I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  J. 
Sexby."     The  following    clubs  were   enrolled :  The 
Southampton  Piscatorial    Society  (Southampton),  the 
Trout  Ramblers,  the  Holloway  Angling  Society,  and  the 
Earlsfield  Angling  Club.     In  answer  to  one  of  the 
delegates  (Mr.  Barber),  the  chairman  said  that  the 
association  when  first  formed   had  for  its  name  that 
of    "The    Association    of    London    and  Provincial 
Angling  Societies,"  which  it  still  retained,  although 
it    was    merer    generally    called    the    Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation,   and    with    reference    to    the  Southampton 
Pificatorials  joining  them,  the  association  took  it  as  a  great 
compliment,    a   statement    which  was   received  with 
applause.    Messrs.  J.  Nicholls,  W.  Marchant,  T.  MuUer, 
and  A.  Bristow  were  elected  honorary  water  baUifi's  to  the 
association.     The  visiting    ofiicers,   Messrs.  Manning, 
Abrahams,  Franklyn,  and  Rowles  reported  on  their  work, 
and  it  was  stated  that  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  and  smoker 
at  the  Original  Alexandra  A.S.,  £3  12s.  Cd.  was  found  in 
the  A.B.S.  box.   After  other  business  had  been  trans- 
acted, Mr.  B.  Abrahams  (tyler)  cilled  the  roll,  the 
following  forty-six  clubs  being  represented :  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  Eustonian,  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Golden 
Barbel,  Holloway,  Good  Intent,  Gresham,  Prince  Albert, 
Forest  Piscatorials,  Camden,  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers, 
Clapham  Junction,  Clissold,  Convivial,  Cobden,  Crown 
and  Buckland,  Dalston,  North  Lambeth,  North  London, 
Olive  Branch,  Prince  of  Wales,  Perseverance,  Park, 
Queen's  Piscatorials,  Rippling  Stream,  Royal  George, 
Sundial,  Hounsfield  Otters,  Hoxton  Brothers,  Islington 
Brothers,  Izaak  Walton,  Jubilee,  South  London,  Stepney, 
Wellington,  Walworth  Waltonians,  Wenlock,  Walthamstow 
Brothers,  Westminster,  AUason  United  Brothers,  Albion 
Brothers,  Bomore,   Bloomsbury    Brothers,  Bostonian, 
Brompton,  and  Brunswick  Brothers.    The  proceedings 
e\eatually  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
for  presiding, — Hon.  Beportee. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Sinca  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations :  5s. 
from  Mr.  J.  Jennings,  Bostonian  Angling  Society ;  and 
5s.  Mr.  J.  Hoare,  ditto. — R.  Ghubnet. 

Aberdeen  Rock  Fishers.— The  members  of  this 
association  held  their  second  team  competition  for  the 
Douglas  Cup  on  Saturday,  with  the  following  results : 
Cove,  841b. — heaviest  basket,  Wm.  Piitchard,  151b.  2oz. ; 
Portltthen,  691b.  2oz. — leiviest  basket,  A.  Douglas, 
281b.  6oz.  ;  Newtonhill,  571b.  5oz.— heaviest  basket,  G. 
OgilA  ie,  16Ib. ;  Muchalls,  261b.  14oz. — heaviest  basket,  J. 
Anderson,  7ib.  13oz.  The  following  gentlemen  have  been 
added  to  the  roll  of  hon.  members,  and  have  given  hand- 
some prizes  for  competition  during  the  season :  Messrs. 
Murray,  Hutcheon  -  street ;  George  Stephen,  Regent 
Quay  ;  John  Middleton,  Loch-street ;  Robert  Gibb,  King- 
street  ;  George  Hurray,  Holland-street ;  George  Souter, 
St.  Nicholas- street ;  A.  M'AHan,  George-street ;  J.  Muire, 
Clayhills;  R.  Bruce,  St.  Andrew-street;  and  Maitland. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  The  Framp- 
ton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney. — On  June  19,  Mr.  C. 
Osborne  weighed-in  dace ;  Mr.  J.  Andrews,  roach  and 
dace ;  Mr.  Jagot,  jun.,  roach.  Our  annual  supper  takes 
place  on  June  29.  Chair,  Mr.  T.  Parker,  Good  Intent ; 
vice,  Mr.  Barkly.  Supper  on  table  8.30.  Brother  anglers 
welcome  after  supper. — H.  Haines. 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W. — 
We  fished  our  match  on  the  19th,  at  West  Drayton  A.A. 
waters,  for  six  prizes,  whea  the  undermentioned  were 
successful:  G.  Blades,  first;  G.  Barlow,  second;  M. 
Hunt,  third;  H.  Brassington,  fourth ;  C.  Turner,  fifth; 
Ben  Abrahams,  sixth.  Thirty-four  competed.  The 
quarterly  night  of  the  above  took  place  on  the  22nd. 
Election  of  officers:  H.  Brass ington,  chairman;  Chas. 
Turner,  vice ;  Messrs.  E.  Clark  and  E.  Jackson,  A.A. 
delegates ;  Messrs.  Richards  and  Shepherd,  clerks  of  scales  ; 
Mr.  E.  Jackson,  check  secretary;  and  Geo.  Blades,  tyler. 
Membeis  are  hereby  requested  to  be  in  their  places  on 
Wednesday  next — special  meeting. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, LLncom's-inn-fields. — On  June  19  the  trays 
were  well  filled  with  fish.  The  following  weighed-in : 
Mr.  Drew,  bream  and  dace,  heaviest  bream  41b.  6|oz. 
(sent  to  Mr.  Cooper  to  be  set  up) ;  Mr.  Montgomery, 
roach,  perch,  and  dace;  Mr.  Dyer,  dace;  Mr.  Butlin, 
bream  and  perch  ;  and  Mr.  Chambers,  perch  and  dace. — 
J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury. — We  had  a  very  good 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last.  Some  good  business  got 
through.   We  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  bream  by 


Messrs.  Moir,  Hopkins,  and  Haynes.  Two  more  members 
elected  last  week.  We  have  room  for  a  few  good  working 
members. — G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltoniau  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — The  first  outing 
of  the  society  took  place  on  June  19,  at  Amberley,  when 
all  members  had  fish.  First,  Mr.  Hutchingson,  bream, 
61b.  loz.  ;  second,  C.  Irvin,  bream  and  dace,  21b.  14Joz.  ; 
third,  G.  Watling,  bream,  roach,  and  dace,  21b.  6|oz.  ; 
fourth,  S.  Shurey,  bream,  lib.  lljoz.  ;  Mr.  Walker, 
bream  and  roach  ;  Hake,  roach  and  dace  ;  Payne,  bream  ; 
Potter,  bream.  Prom  other  waters  :  Mr.  Hnlme,  roach, 
bream,  and  dace,  81b. ;  Mellin,  31b.  8oz.  Will  brother 
anglers  please  note  that  we  have  a  concert  on  Monday, 
June  27,  in  aid  of  A.B.S.  funds  ;  ladies  invited.  I  hope 
those  secretaries  that  have  unintentionally  not  received 
notice  wiU  kindly  inform  their  members. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — A  special  meeting  of  this  society 
was  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  the  rules  were 
revised,  and  some  important  alterations  passed.  Mr.  H. 
Dow  and  Mr.  G.  Dow  were  elected  honorary  members, 
and  Mr.  J.  Paine  proposed  as  a  working  member.  Next 
Wednesday  being  quarterly  night,  I  hope  all  members  will 
attend  and  clear  the  books.  The  prize  lists  for  the 
season  are  now  ready. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Suffolk,  Brandon-street,  Walworth. — We  fish  our  first 
outing  at  Dagenham  Lake  on  July  3.  Any  members  wish- 
ing to  go,  will  they  let  me  know  by  next  Wednesday.  We 
made  three  new  members  last  meeting  night.  Mr.  Toobey 
had  a  nice  show  of  bream,  roach,  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Davis, 
on  Wednesday,  showed  roach. — C.  Toobey. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society.  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — On  June  19  a 
very  creditable  show  of  roach,  bream,  perch,  and  tench 
was  weighed-in  by  the  following  members  :  Messrs.  A. 
Ansty,  Geo.  Mead,  F.  Ireland,  A.  Addison,  and  C. 
Phillips.  Geo.  Smeed  and  Geo.  Miller  had  a  fine  take  of 
barbel  from  the  Thames,  the  latter  having  a  specimen  in 
his  take.  Members  are  reminded  of  roving  matih  in  the 
Arun  on  June  26 ;  to  go  down  on  the  morning ;  bank 
only.  Messrs,  W.  Taplin  and  Geo.  Cork  were  elected 
working:  members. — A.  Jenkins, 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstauley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Several  of  our 
members  went  out  on  the  19th,  and  the  following  had 
fish  :  Mr.  A.  Painter,  bream,  one  fish,  31b.  12oz. ;  Mr. 
T.  Tringham,  bream;  and  others  hid  fish,  but  did  not 
weigh-in.  Our  match  takes  place  at  Pulborough  on 
July  10.  Any  member  wanting  Eldridge's  tickets,  will 
they  attend  next  week,  so  that  I  may  get  them  all  at  once. 
— T.  Tringham. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Commercial-road,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Several  members  out 
on  June  19.  Mr.  Green  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  bream ; 
several  others  had  fish.  Messrs.  Cobb,  Holden,  and  Ferris 
were  elected  working  members.  Our  prize  list  for  ensuing 
season  was  drawn  up,  and  will  be  printed  in  a  few  days. 
Would  any  more  members  like  to  add  their  names  before 
I  do  £0  ?  I  wish  to  remind  members  I  am  at  clubhouse 
at  or  before  9  every  Wednesday  evening  to  conduct  busi- 
ness. Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  our  club  can  see  me 
at  31,  Waterloo-road,  Lambeth. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  June  19  Mr. 
W.  Bray  weighed-in  roach  and  bream,  4il>.  4Joz.,  one 
roach  weighing  lib.  SJoz. ;  Mr.  F.  J.  Pain,  one  bream, 
31b.  6ioz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Elliott,  roach.  A  special  general 
meeting  is  called  for  July  13. — T.  Paternoster. 

Beimondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Berrcondsey-street. — We  fish  our  first  competition 
for  the  June  series  of  prizes  in  the  Medway  on  the  26th. 
All  members  to  book  to  and. return  from  Paddock  WcoJ 
Station,  and  are  allowed  to  leave  London  on  Saturday, 
but  not  to  commence  fishing  until  after  midnight,  under 
penalty  of  disqualification.  There  was  a  fair  show  of  fish 
on  the  trays  on  the  19ch,  contributed  by  Messrs.  A.  Conn, 

G.  A.  Payne,  J.  Martin,  G.  Pocock,  and  J.  Wigley  (the 
latter  having  a  roach  of  lib.  8.z.).  Total  gross  weight, 
491b.— Alf  Conn. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Netting  Hill,  W. — On  June  19  several  members 
went  out,  returning  with  very  lad  results  from  Langley. 
Our  meeting  night  on  the  21st  was  well  attended.  Our 
delegate  gave  in  his  repoit  from  Foresters'  Hall, 
which  was  a  very  heavy  one,  and  the  same  was 
passed  with  thanks.  We  fish  a  match  on  July  17 
for  several  club  prizes  ;  roving  ;  one  rod  only  ;  from  the 
keeper's  house  to  Watkins'  Bridge,  at  Harefield.  A  fonr- 
horse  brake  will  start  from  the  clubhouse  on  Saturday 
night,  July  16,  at  11.45.  Friends  wishing  to  accompany 
us,  ticket  33.  We  made  two  more  working  members — 
Messrs.  George  Young,  jun  ,  and  Frederick  FleweUyn. — 

H.  Dagworthy. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyly  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road. — At  our  last  meeting  the  fital  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  annual  dinner  on  June  29.  Mr.  J.  R. 
Richardson  wiU  be  in  the  chair,  and  a  splendid  array  of 
talent  is  promised.  Members  holding  tickets  will  please 
furnish  me  with  particulars  of  tickets  that  are  certain  to 
be  used,  at  the  clubhouse,  not  later  than  Monday,  27th 
inst. — C.  Ashbt. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley-by-Bow. — A  few  of  the  above  members 
were  out  on  the  19th  inst  ,  and  met  with  very  fair  sport, 
the  following  having  weighed-in  bream  and  roach  :  Messrs. 
B.  Lees,  241b.  4i©z.;  R.  Bennett,  201b.  7oz. ;  T.  Tucker, 
191b.  lOJoz. ;  Papworth,  181b.  15oz. ;  J.  Bennett, 
121b.  5oz. ;  Hawks,  61b.  l|oz. ;  Thompson,  31b.  8oz.  ;  all 
taken  at  Dagenham  lake.  Other  members  had  fish  from 
other  waters,  but  were  too  late  to  weigh-in, — J.  Watkins, 


Cambridge  Friendly  AngUngSociety,  Fountain  s 
Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— The  annual  dinner  of  the  above 
society  took  place  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet;street,  E.C, 
on  June  8,  and  was  a  success,  betwe  an  fifty  and  sixty  members 
and  their  friends  being  present.  Mr.  E.  J.  Allen  occupied 
the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  F.  Hntchins.  After  the  usual 
toasts,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  night  was  devoted  to 
harmony,  some  capital  son?s  being  rendered  by  the  follow- 
ing :  Messrs.  Shirley  Seabright,  D.  Jeffreys,  A.  Warsop, 
Reddall,  Rivers,  Butterfield,  Lewendon,  Valentine,  A, 
Girdlestone,  and  Hutchioa.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  brought  a  very  pleasant  entertainrnent  to 
a  close.  Mr,  H.  A.  Sutch  presided  at  the  giano.— 
W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  AJigling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  June  19  thirty-two  members  fished  for 
twelve  prizes  at  Harlow,  bat  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
water  not  a  fish  was  taken.  The  prizes  will  be  fished  for 
agaiu  at  Dagenham  (roving  match),  on  June  26;  start 
fishing  at  daybreak  ;  show  fish  at  The  Chequers  not  later 
than  6  p.m.;  steward,  Mr.  J.  Baines ;  members  going 
down  on  Saturday  night  must  sign  the  book  at  the  club- 
house before  going.  On  our  last  meeting  night  two  more 
working  members  were  proposed.  Members  who  do  not 
clear  all  the  books,  and  who  have  not  taken  Anglers' 
Benevolent  tickets  for  this  season,  will  not  be  allowed  to 
weigh-in  fish  after  June  28  (quarterly  night). — P,  E.  Lokt. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — We  have  a  visit  on  the 
C.D.V.L.  on  Tueediy,  July  5.  On  June  19,  Mr.  Adams 
weighed-in  bream  ;  Mr.  Staines,  roach. — E.  Boxali.. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  High-road,  Kilburn. — We  had  a  very  bad  thow 
for  the  opening,  only  the  following  weighing-in  :  Messrs, 
J.  'Tanrer,  J.  Wass,  H.  E.  Chamberlain,  and  J.  Bowry, 
with  a  few  roach,  bream,  and  perch.  I  hope  members 
will  turn  up  in  force  next  Wednesday  to  decide  our  first 
match. — A.  Q. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salitbary,  Hermit-road,  Carming  Town,  E. — Several  of 
our  members  have  been  out,  but  only  two  members 
weighed-in,  Mr.  J.  Mearing  weighing-in  211b.  lljoz,  of 
bream  and  roach;  Mr.  W.  Browrrlie  lUb.  14Joz.  of 
bream.  Members  please  note  that  it  is  quarterly  night 
next  meeting  night,  also  eeveral  privilege  tickets  not 
taken  up  jet.  Please  attend  to  elect  a  secretary  and 
two  auditors  next  meeting  night. — 0.  Jones. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
On  the  16th  we  made  three  more  members,  Messrs.  J, 
Jones,  C.  and  J.  Burrage.  On  July  3  we  fish  our  first 
day's  outing  at  Ambarley,  bDundary  from  Park  Gates  to 
Timberley  Bridge  ;  inspection  of  kits  to  take  place  at 
Houghton  Bridge  Inn ;  train  from  Clapham  Junction,  8.27, 
return  by  the  7.14  from  Amberley ;  all  to  go  on  morning 
of  match.  On  the  19th  the  follovsing  weighed-in  :  Mr.  J. 
WillgOES,  101b.  Ijoz  ,  bream  and  roach  ;  J.  Bergeman, 
bream;  A.  Bowater,  dace;  and  H.  Pegg,  dace. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  ClapKkm  Common. — On  June  19  about  twenty-five 
members  journeyed  between  Arundel  and  Chichester,  and 
a  nice  show  of  fish,  amounting  to  361b.,  was  the  result. 
Mr.  J,  Pratt  was  the  mcst  successful,  with  10 Jib.  of 
bream.  Amongst  others,  Messrs.  Pratt,  jun.,  Lawrence, 
Hocking?,  Crowther,  Shepherd,  and  Small  contribated 
fish.  A  special  general  meeting  will  take  place  next 
Tuesday  to  arrange  important  matters,  &c.  ;  and  I  must 
request  all  members  to  attend.  As  the  result  of  our 
removal  we  made  four  new  working  members  last  night. — ■ 
S.  Violet. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.  —  On  June  19  the 
following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Ooment,  Wilkes,  Pound, 
Howell,  Mitchell,  Ringrose,  and  Hunt,  All  the  prizes 
were  taken.  On  Tuesday  we  enroUel  two  honorary  and 
two  working  members.  In  July  Mr.  Hunt  takes  a 
benefit,  having  recently  recovered  from  an  attack  of 
pneumonia.  Members  of  other  sDcielies  are  cordially 
invited.  Members  are  requested  to  be  present  on  July  5, 
for  special  business.  New  members  privilege  cards  will 
be  at  clubhouse  on  Saturday  at  8.30  p.m.— T.  FAfLKNEii. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W. — On 
the  19th  Messrs.  W.  Hill,  A.  E.  Newell,  A.  Howland, 
E.  Baxter,  and  J.  Reddel  were  the  only  ones  to  weigh-in. 
Will  members  kindly  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as  the 
conditions  for  the  first  club  match  must  be  made,  and  also 
important  business  to  go  into. — T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
CoUingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — The  following 
members  weighed-in  fish  on  June  19  :  Mr.  Downs,  141b. 
bream ;  also  Messrs.  Beames,  Garrett,  and  W.  J.  and  H. 
Stump.  Will  members  please  attend  on  Tuesday,  June  23, 
at  8.30  sharp,  as  a  very  interesting  reading  on  "  Roach 
and  Rudd  Fishing  "  will  be  given  by  a  well-known  gentle- 
man in  the  angling  world  ? — W.  Beames. 

Cosy  Angliag  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester-row, 
Westminster. — On  June  19  the  following  weighed-in : 
Messrs.  H.  Sheekey  and  W.  H.  Smith,  bream  ;  Messrs.  J. 
White  and  A.  George,  dace.  Will  members  please  attend 
Wednesday  next,  the  29ch,  for  impjrtant  business  ? — J. 
White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorials,  King's  Arms,  Long 
Acre,  W.C.— On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  L.  Solomons  caught  a 
nice  barbel ;  and  on  June  19  Messrs.  Massey  and  Cutbash 
hadagojd  show  of  perch,  jack,  chub,  and  trout.  Our  outing 
at  Walton  proved  a  great  success,  Mr.  L.  Solomon  takirg 
first  prize  with  a  show  of  dace. — W.  Massey. 

Croydon  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  Sonth- 
bridge-place. — At  our  last  meeting,  on  June  15,  it  was 
decided  to  fish  a  pegged-down  match  for  prizes  at  Ashurst 
on  July  3,    Our  president,  Baron  A.  J.  Heath,  presented 
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the  society  with  another  cased  pike  for  the  club-room,  for 
which  a  hearty  vote  of  lhanks  was  returned. — W.  Corkk. 

Dalston  Angling'  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  June  19  my  members  were 
out  on  the  warpath,  but  the  only  gentlemen  to  score  were 
Messrs.  A.  Wild,  T.  Thompson,  sen.,  T.  Midson,  T. 
Swain,  R.  Parram,  W.  Thompson,  and  H.  Poore,  who 
had  amongst  them  a  very  fine  show  of  roach,  dace,  and 
tench.  On  Tuesday,  the  21st,  there  was  a  very  good 
attendancs,  when  the  arrangements  were  made  for  our 
outing  to  Tonbridge  on  July  3;  full  particulars  at  the 
clubhouse.  Members  please  note  that  next  Tuesday  is 
the  end  of  the  quarter. — S.  Malby. 

Drayton  Park  Fiscatorials.  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway-road,  N.  — Several  members  out  on 
June  19.  Small  takes  the  order  of  the  day.  Messrs. 
Jones,  Smith,_ Harvey,  and  Swan  were  elected  as  members. 
Matters  of  importance  satisfactorily  proceeding. —  G. 
Geeg. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling'  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.— We  fished  our  first 
match  of  the  s  ason  on  June  19,  but  all  the  prizes  were 
not  taken.  "W^iil  members  please  note  that  the  match 
continues  on  July  3  ;  usual  conditions,  from  Swan  and 
B:t,ttl6  Bridge  to  Shovel  Bridge,  Uxbridge.  Our  auditors 
announce  a  balance  of  £18  16s.  Will  members  please 
attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  date  of  return 
visit  ? — W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half -Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Our  outing  on  June  19  resulted  in  a 
blank  ;  the  river  was  out  of  order,  as  they  were  holding 
back  the  water  higher  up.  The  fish  were  off  the  feed 
altogether.  About  two  dozen  undersized  roach,  p9rch, 
and  dice  were  taken,  but  were  returned  to  the  river.  We 
have  arranged  for  another  outing  on  July  10,  particulars 
to  be  arranged  next  week. — A.  T. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Notting  Hill.— At  Rickmansworth,  on  June  19, 
all  the  prizes  were  taken  in  the  following  order  :  Messrs. 
King,  Drury,  Bayliss,  Wilson,  and  Bitlett.  We  had  a 
large  attendance  last  meeting  night,  and  made  two  more 
members. — G.  King. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  King's  Head,  Swinton- 
strtet.  King's  Cross.— On  June  19  our  members  fished  at 
Amberley:  Messrs.  Abtott,  one  roach  (lib.  lOoz.)  and 
bream  ;  Tavner,  bream.  This  old-established  society  has 
vacancies  for  a  few  more  working  or  honorary  members  ; 
rules  can  be  seen  at  the  clubhouse.  Honorary  members 
5s.  a  jear,  which  will  give  them  the  privilege  of  fishing 
sixteen  private  waters  rented  by  the  Anglers'  Association. 
-^C.  Abbott. 

Pirm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-street,  Walworth.— We  had  a  strong  number 
of  members  present  at  our  meeting,  and  Mr.  W.  Housden 
and  Albert  Rosser  were  elected  as  working  members  of 
the  society ;  also  Mr.  Murfitt  was  proposed  as  a  member. 
Some  of  our  members  weighed-in  fish  on  June  19,  but  the 
shows  were  on  the  small  side.  On  Tuesday  next,  June  28, 
we  take  our  return  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.L.,  when  we  shall 
open  our  Anglers'  Benevolent  box.  Mr.  Field  (president) 
has  kindly  promised  to  attend  on  this  occasion. — T. 
Rosser. 

Poley  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales,  Great 
Barlow-street,  High-street,  Marylebone.— The  following 
have  been  made  members:  Messrs.  G.  R.  Townshend,  J. 
Gillies,  and  W.  Burkett.  Messrs.  Norris,  Neal,  and 
Burkett  had,  on  June  19,  dabs,  eels,  weever,  and  whitiog. 
— H.  Norris. 

Porest  Piscatorial  Society,  Rose  and  Crown,  Hoe- 
street,  Walthamstow. — The  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs. 
T.  W.  Marshall,  roach,  21b.  lOfoz. ;  G.  Beaumont,  roach, 
21b.  2oz.  (one  fish  lib.  S^oz  ) ;  W.  Ford,  roach,  lib.  5foz. 
This  by  no  means  represents  the  total  quantity  of  fish 
landed,  but  as  the  other  fish  did  not  reach  our  club 
standard  (9in.)  they  were  returned.  Also  a  quantity  of 
dace  captured  were  likewise  under  our  c  lub  standard,  and, 
like  their  brethren  the  roach,  also  returned  to  the  water. 
— Henry  Tisley. 

Crlobe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russel,  Isledon-road, 
N.— We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the  19th  inst.,  Mr. 
C.  Ellis  taking  first  prize  with  91b.  ^oz.  of  roach  and 
bream ;  Mr.  C.  Ellis,  jun.,  second,  61b.  4ioz.  of  roach  and 
bream  ;  Mr.  R.  Frampton,  third,  31b.  lljoz.  of  bream. 
Messrs.  F.  Lawrence,  P.  Lawrence,  jun.,  H.  Evans, 
R.  Carlton,  and  W.  Lawrence  also  weighed-in  tench,  radd' 
roach,  and  dace.  Our  next  outing  will  be  to  Amberley,  oii 
July  10,  when  we  compete  for  three  prizes.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Friday,  July  1,  when  a  special 
meeting  will  be  held.— W.  Lawrence. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  the 
19th  inst.  Messrs.  EUins,  Crow,  and  Bailey  weighed-in 
carp,  bream,  and  perch.  On  the  21st  Mr.  Bourlet  had 
barbel  (largest  51b.  2oz.)  and  dace  ;  and  Mr.  King,  barbel 
and  chub.— 0.  B.  Lawford. 

Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— The  season  opened  well,  for 
there  was  a  splendid  show  of  fish  brought  in  on  June  19 
by  Messrs.  Creasey,  D.  S.  Flint,  Maybury,  Ovenden,  and 
Thompson.  The  members  will  fish  for  piizes  on  July  3 
at  Cheshunt ;  all  start  by  first  train ;  roam  of  water  — 
R.  Murphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.— On  the 
19th  inst.  Messrs.  A.  Keighley,  T.  Chaffin,  J.  Hewitt,  and 
C.  Large  weighed-in  bream,  roach,  dace,  and  tench- 
heaviest  bream  31b.  lOoz.  The  greater  portion  of  the  fish 
came  from  the  Central  fisheries  at  Pulborough  and 
Amberley.  Our  Central  visit,  held  on  Monday,  the  20th 
inst.,  was  well  attended,  thirty  clubs  responding  to  the 
roll.  Messrs.  W.  H.  Elsmore  and  H.  Patman  occupied 
the  chair  during  the  evening.  The  following  gentlemen 
contributed  to  the  harmony,  and  a  yery  enjoyable  evening 


was  passed:  Messrs.  B.  Ingram  (pianist),  C.  Large  C. 
Chambers,  J.  Holt,  A.  Athby,  R.  Smith,  A.  Arrow 
J.  Nunn,  jun.,  R.  Steptoe,  J.  Hobbs,  and  J.  Newton! 
The  next  visit  will  be  paid  i)  the  Islington  Brothers,  of 
which  due  notice  will  be  given. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society.— On  a 
dull  and  rather  cold  day  the  opening  match  of  the  season 
was  fished  at  Fritton,  on  the  10th  inst,,  by  thirty-two 
members,  out  of  thirty-eight  who  had  entered  for  the 
competition.  Sport  generally  was  small,  as  wag  expected 
by  all,  the  wind  having  been  in  the  N.E.  for  about  a 
fortnight  previously.  Fishing  started  at  9.45  a.m.,  with 
orders  to  be  home  by  7.30  p.m.,  at  which  hour  Mr.  H.  R. 
Atkins,  who  was  the  umpire  for  the  day,  had  everything 
m  readiness  for  the  important  duty  (f  weighing-in  the 
spoils,  which  resulted  as  follows :  Bream,  192 ;  perch 
nine  ;  roach,  two;  ruffe,  eleven;  eels,  fifteen— total  229  ■ 
weight  1041b.  12oz.,  by  twenty-five  competitors.  The 
prize-winners  were  as  follows:  W.  Plane,  161b  2oz  • 
H.  O.  Freeman,  101b.  15oz.  ;  A.  Vaughan,  81b.  13oz.  • 
and  S.  Hassall,  71b.  6oz.,  and  who  are  also  eligible  to 
fish  m  the  semi-final  of  the  Foulsham  Challenge  Cup. 
At  the  clubhocsa  after  the  match,  Mr.  H.  O.  Freeman 
weighed  a  specimen  bream  of  31b.  2ioz. ;  Messrs.  Vaughan 
and  Buckingham,  perch;  and  Messrs.  Fortescue  and  R 
Thompson,  roach.  The  next  day  match  will  be  held  at 
Ormesby  on  the  30th  inst.,  and  a  half  day  match  on 
Saturd.iy  (to-day),  at  Straoey-arms,  leaving  the  Duke's 
Head  at  1  30. 

Great  Yarmouth  Sons  of  Neptune  Angling 
Society,  Bowhng  Green  House,  North  Quay.— This 
society  fished  its  first  match  this  season  at  Potter  Heigham 
last  week-end.  The  weather  was  very  fine,  and  thirty-two 
competitors  turned  up.  Sport  was  anything  but  good, 
very  few  making  a  respectable  show.  There  were  nine 
prizes,  and  the  following  were  successful:  Messrs.  J 
George,  D.  Houghton,  W.  Plane,  W.  Sharman,  A.  Broom, 
J.  Underwood,  G.  Eimpleman,  G.  H.  Taylor,  and  W. 
Breeze.  The  first  named  won  the  society's  challenge  cup 
and  medal,  whilst  Mr.  D.  Houghton  secured  the  first  win 
in  the  competition  for  the  new  "Nicholls"  challenge 
cup.  Prizes  for  this  match  were  presented  by  Sir  J 
Colomb,  M.P.,  and  Messrs.  E.  Hannant,  B.  Bammant 
J.  S.  Bartram,  H.  G.  Buglass,  G.  H.  Taylor,  and  J, 
Harris.  Mr.  T.  Clements,  jun.,  carried  out  the  duties  of 
umpire. — E.  W.  Buckle. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Basmghall-street,  E.G.— At  a  largely  attended  meeting,  on 
June  21,  Mr.  J.  Tayler  occupied  the  chair.  Messrs 
Davies,  Young,  and  R.  Wright  had  been  to  Chesham  with 
no  result.  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  dace,  roach,  and  gudgeon- 
Mr.  Chasteney,  trout  and  roach,  with  fly,  from  Chesham  ] 
Mr.  Reeves,  a  trout  of  l^lb.  and  two  splendid  grayling' 
from  private  waters ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  in  company  with  , 
Mr.  S.  Morby,  roach,  perch,  and  eels,  from  Nay  land ; 
Mr.  Hicks,  quantity  of  dace  with  fly  ;  Mr.  Connellan, 
dace,  with  fly,  from  Hertford.  Mr.  A.  Wright  handed  in 
his  report  as  representing  the  society  in  the  National 
Angling  Clubs'  Competition  at  Loch  Leven.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  him  for  his  representation. 
He  also  reported  taking  a  quantity  of  trout  and  splendid 
dace  with  the  fly.  BIr.  Gibson,  a  quantity  of  dace  and 
trout  from  Hertford  ;  Mr.  Powles  West,  trout  from 
Chesham ;  Mr.  Gill,  a  trout  of  Ulb.  from  Chesham. 
Mr.  Emery  lately  took  a  trout  of  21b.  lOoz.  from 
Chesham.  The  waters  there  have  been  fishing  splendidly 
since  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  I  heartily  wish 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  fact  that  the 
dry  fly  only  must  be  used  at  Chesham  on  and  after  July  1, 
to  the  end  of  the  season.  A  new  member  was  proposed, 
as  well  as  one  last  week.  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  then  read  a 
very  interesting  paper  entitled  "  The  Angle,"  dealing 
with  the  method  of  preparing  the  steel  for  the  hook  in 
various  countries.  He  exhibited  models  of  the  different 
methods  of  cutting  the  steel.  Of  course  there  were  secrets 
in  the  preparation  that  could  not  be  obtained,  even  from 
the  fishing  tackle  manufacturers.  The  paper  was 
admirably  written  and  read,  and  a  vary  great  amount  of 
lime  and  trouble  has  been  expended  by  the  lecturer  in  its 
preparation.  It  is  needless  to  state  that  the  heartiest 
thanks  of  the  meeting  were  tendered  to  Mr.  Eldred  for 
his  most  able  paper.  Members  are  reminded  that  an 
outing  and  ciicket  match  will  take  place  at  Witham,  close 
to  Kelvedon,  in  Essex,  on  Saturday,  July  2.  Mr.  F.  Gray, 
of  88,  Silver-street,  Edmonton,  is  making  all  arrange- 
ments, and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  as  many  as  can 
attend.  Pishing  in  the  river  Blackwater,  at  Witham,  by 
kind  permission  of  the  Witham  Angling  Society.  Hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  chairman  concluded  procsedings. — Alex 
Weight. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling  Associa- 
tion.—Our  outing  up  the  Rother  last  Thursday  was  an 
immense_  success.  Everybody  enjoyed  themselves.  Sport 
was  a  bit  off,  but  one  or  two  had  very  fair  takes.  Four 
prizes  were  offered— 1st,  value  10s.  6d.,  for  bsst  show  of 
fish,  won  by  Henry  Dowsett;  2nd,  value  Ss.,  for  second 
best  show  of  fish,  won  by  A.  Clark  ;  prize,  value  10s.  6d., 
for  best  bream,  won  by  A.  Stoakes  ;  prize,  value  lOs.  Cd., 
for  best  roach,  won  by  A.  Bartrtm. — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tolhngton-road,  N.— The  season  has  opened  very 
quietly  with  us,  for,  though  several  members  have  been 
out,  little  has  been  done.  J.  Parsons  weighed  in  s  ime 
perch  and  roach,  also  a  trout  of  over  21b.,  on  the  22nd. 
Next  Wednesday  the  prize  list  for  the  season  will  be  finally 
settled  and  put  in  the  printer's  hands.  All  members 
interested  kindly  attend.— E.  Wymbe. 


For  all  newspapers,  magazines,  and  periodicals  send  vour 
subscriptions  to  Wm.  Dawson  and  Sons,  Limited  '(established 
isofl),  of  Cannon  House,  Bream's  Buildings,  London  Branch 
offices  at  1-Jl,  Cannon-street;  2.3,  Craven-sti-eef ;  Cardiff  and 
Exeter. 


Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
t  77  successful  meeting  of  the  above  society 

was  held  on  Wednesday,  June  22.  Mr.  Steinhait  weighed- 
in  a  very  nice  trout,  21b.  IJoz.,  from  the  Beane.  On 
June  19,  Mr.  Morris  had  a  good  basket  of  bream,  going 
Jib.  ;  also  Mr.  Clayton,  carp  and  tench  ;  Mr.  Johnson 
dace  ;  and  Mr.  Caions,  perch.— A.  Clayton. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Kagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.— At  our  last  meeting 
we  elected  another  new  member,  Mr.  A.  G.  Walker  On 
June  19,  Messrs.  H.  Bailey  and  J.  Wiltshire  started  the 
season  with  reach  and  bream. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— The  prizes  which  were  left 
over  from  last  season  were  fished  for  on  June  19,  and  were 
as  follows:  Mr.  Croker,  first  ;  Mr.  Howard,  second-  Mr 
Wilks,  third  ;  Mr.  Burwash  also  had  a  nice  show  of  roach 
dace,  and  perch.  On  the  2l8t  Mr.  J.  Slater  was  proposed 
as  a  working  member,  and  will  be  balloted  for  on  Tuesday 
next. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

laaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  members 
will  compete  for  their  speciil  prizes  on  July  3,  at  Yalding 
and  for  two  ditto  on  Wednesday,  July  6,  competitors 
being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private 
watersbarred).— H.  B. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Society,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd's  Bush.— We  had  a  good 
muster  at  Penton  Hook  on  the  19th,  but  sport  was  poor 
only  one  competitor  (Mr.  H.  Tyler)  taking  fish  up  to  our 
standard,  he  haviog  a  birbel  weighing  41b.,  thereby  taking 
first  prize.  The  fish,  I  might  add,  was  in  good  condition 
and  perfectly  clean.— A.  B.  M.  ' 

Leytonstone  Piscatorial  Society,  76,  Devonshire- 
road,  Wanstead  Slip,  E.— Since  my  last  report  several  of 
our  members  have  had  fine  catches  from  Southend 
Messrs.  Harwood,  Clark,  Brundale,  and  Andrews  coming 
to  the  front.  Mr.  Clouting  also  had  a  fine  lot  of  eels  from 
Dagenham.  We  have  enrolled  four  new  members  in 
Messrs.  Moriis,  Bruce,  Sqnirer,  and  Thompson.— W. 
Clouting. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
Chester-street,  Pentonville-road.— On  June  19  about  thirty 
members  fished  for  ten  prizes  at  Amberley  ;  takes  of  fish 
were  not  very  large,  the  prizes  being  wen  by  the  following  • 
Messrs.  W.  Watling,  1st;  Bowdry,  2nd;  Caley  3id- 
Cook,  4th  ;  Utton,  5th  ,  Clark,  6th  ;  Palmer,  7th  ;  Nelson' 
Sth;  Johnson,  9th;  and  Bailey,  10th.  White  and  Ruck- 
ham  also  -showed  fish.  Mr.  S.  Baker  was  elected  a  work- 
ing member. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation  Row.— This  associa- 
tion fished  the  first  match  of  the  season  on  the  19th  inst., 
at  Mollington.  The  weither  being  splendid,  encouraged 
a  good  number  to  attend.  Forty  competed  for  the  seven 
prizes  which  were  kindly  presented  for  the  match  ;  but  I 
regret  to  say  that  owing  to  the  high  measurement  the 
fish  have  to  be  for  weighing-in,  only  one  prize  was  won 
and  that  by  Mr.  Isaac  Smith.  A  discussion  will  take' 
place  at  the  meeting  on  Monday,  July  3,  re'  the  measure- 
ment of  fish  for  matches.  At  the  meeting,  on  Monday 
last,  it  was  decided  to  fish  a  match  in  the  Shropshire 
Union  Canal,  at  Mollington,  on  Thursday,  June  30.  The 
quarterly  me.-ting  will  be  held  at  the  above  address  on 
Monday,  June  27.  Members  are  requested  to  attend. 
Members  will  regret  to  hear  of  the  changing  of 
management  of  the  clubhouse.— James  Reynolds. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— During  the  past  week  the  Pen-y-Cae 
water  has  yielded  some  sport  with  the  trout,  and  since  the 
16th  very  fair  takes  of  coarse  fish  have  been  had,  but 
angling  in  this  district  has  not  been  very  active.  This 
association  has  now  entered  on  its  twentieth  year  of 
existence,  during  which  period,  and  through  the  exertions 
of  the  members,  angling  for  Liverpool  piscators  has 
assumed  a  development  in  many  directions  almost  miracu- 
lous ;  for  what  with  the  acquisition  of  fishing  rights,  the 
liberal  stocking  of  waters,  the  fishing  in  the  park  I'akes 
and  the  Rivington  reservoirs,  the  lovers  of  the  angle  here 
have  had  opportunities  for  following  the  most  healthy  and 
delightful  recreation  brought  to  their  very  doors.— Rd, 
Woolfall. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 

Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— The  subscribers  to  the 
Langford  Fishery  mustered  in  good  force  on  the  18th  inst. 
at  the  smoking  concerb  and  distribution  of  prizes.  The 
chairman  (Mr.  Hamilton)  was  well  supported.  The  vice- 
chairman  was  Mr.  T.  Springett.  The  harmony  was  con- 
tributed to  by  Messrs.  C.  Drawbridge,  Morgan,  B.  Wire 
T.  Millward,  B.  Burs,  G.  May,  A.  Eavery,  Ikey  Davis' 
Father  Springett,  W.  Sandeland,  S.  Vince,  G.  Wrake,  jun.| 
&c.  Some  of  the  above  named  had  excellent  sport  with 
roach  and  perch  on  the  19th  inst,  Mr.  Davis  secured  81b. 
of  perch,  and  Messrs.  Millward,  Hamiltjn,  May,  Sande- 
land, and  Quinn  had  some  good  takes  of  parch  from  the 
Langford  waters  and  tidal  i  iver.  The  whiting  pout  are 
still  in  the  Maldon  river,  near  Heybridge  Basin,  and  afford 
capital  sport.  The  tickets  for  the  Langford  waters  are 
now  being  issued  to  anglers  at  2s.  each,  dated  from 
June  16,  1898,  to  Sept.  29,  1898.  Good  roach,  perch,  and 
dace  fishing  may  be  had,  also  fly  fishing  for  roach  and  dace. 
Applications  to  be  made  to  F.  Keen,  20,  Spital-road' 
Maldon.— F.  Keen.  '. 

Noith-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street.— On  June  19  our  members  were  out 
and  brought  home  a  very  nice  show  of  fish ;  U  til  weight' 
561b. ;  amongst  them  was  a  nice  roach  (lib.  Tioz  ),  taken 
by  C.  Lamb,  sen.  On  July  3,  outing.  Special  meeting 
Wednesday,  July  6. — A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.— On  the  loth  Mr.  Edward  Barton  was 
elected  a  working  member.  On  the  19th  the  following 
members  weighed-in  some  fair  shows  of  fish :  Messrs. 
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stretch,  sen.,  Stretch,  jun.,  Cook,  Pink,  and  Hellicar. 
On  the  22nd,  Mr.  A.  L.  Elston  and  Mr.  John  Ayton  were 
proposed  as  working  members.  1  should  bs  obliged  if 
members  would  give  in  their  names  for  privileges,  as  it 
would  avoid  unnecessary  expense. — H.  Stretch. 

Olive  Brancli  Auglingf  Society,  Olive  Branch, 
Park-lane,  Tottenham. — A  convivial  evening  was  spent  at 
the  above  society  on  June  16,  in  the  way  of  a  concert, 
when  we  were  supported  by  the  following  ladies  and 
gentlemen:  Messrs.  Woolbridge,  Gore,  Bell,  Franklin,  G. 
Williams,  Bryant,  Robsrts,  B,aymond,  Field,  F.  Williams, 
F.  Boudier,  and  Bouleh ;  Mrs.  Franklin,  Miss  Tuvton.  Miss 
Pask  and  Miss  Bull  presided  at  the  piano.  Mr.  C.  Roberts 
occupied  the  chair.  The  Benevolent  box  was  well  supported. 
Mr.  Lammas,  of  Barnet  Nursery,  kindly  lent  us  some  very 
nice  {alms  to  decorats  our  room,  the  same  as  he  did  at  our 
last  concert,  coupltd  with  Mr.  Cull.— W.  Franklin. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — On  the  19th  a  few 
of  our  members  were  out.    Result:  R.  Brockett,  161b.; 

A.  Downs,  31b.  2oz.  ;  G.  Barrs,  21b.  3oz.  On  Tuesday 
the  committee  arranged  our  prize  list,  which  has  been 
split  into  five  batches.  Members  jileage  attend  on  Tues- 
day next,  as  a  water  has  to  be  selected  to  fish  our  first 
outing  on  July  3. — E.  Brockett. 

Fadding'ton  Angling  Society,  18th  Middlesex 
R.R.V.,  209,  Harrow-roid,  Paddington,  W.— We  fish  our 
first  match  at  Langley  on  June  26,  Tank  Pound  ;  pegged 
down ;  15yds.  interval  between  competitors. — G.  Brintson. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham, — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
19th,  but  only  one  returned  with  fish  (Mr.  S.  Rosevear, 
bream  and  roach).  At  our  meeting,  on  the  21st,  the 
delegates  gave  their  report  from  Foresters'  Hall,  which 
was  well  received,  two  honorary  members  have  been 
balloted  for  (Mr.  H.  Gibb  and  Mr.  Bblott).  Members 
and  friends  who  intend  to  go  to  Pulborough  on  June  26, 
are  requested  to  meet  the  brake  at  5.15  at  Park-lane. — 
W.  S. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince  of 
Wales,  East  Surrey-grove,  Peckham. — Our  first  match  of 
the  season  will  take  place  on  July  3.  Place  and  conditions 
of  same  to  be  arranged  next  meeting  night.  Messrs. 
Gardham,  Gibbs,  Brancher,  Hasler,  Holding,  and  Lang 
contributed  to  a  good  show  on  June  19. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  Tavistock  Arms,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— The  brake  outing  on  the  19th  was 
very  enjoyable,  and  no  complaints.  Mr.  C.  Dove  was  the 
only  prize  winner.  Our  prize  distribution  on  the  21st  went 
off  very  nicely,  the  receivers  being  Messrs.  Bouffler, 
Taylor,  C.  Dove,  Carter,  Mares,  Reed,  Milton,  Silcock, 
Brooker,  Hedges,  and  Carr;  Mr.  Skinner  paid  in  a 
sovereign  to  be  fished  for,  and  our  old  friends  are  still  kind 
to  us ;  we  shall  be  able  to  make  up  a  good  list.  Mr. 
Bouffler  (chair),  Mr.  Joe  Hewett  (Great  Northern 
Brothers  (vice),  Mr.  Lancaster  (pianist).  Some  good 
songs,  &c.,  were  given  by  Messrs.  Steptoe,  Hutchins, 
Reed,  Humphries,  Dowler,  Mares,  and  Hudson. — R.  E. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — We  started  our 
season  very  successfully.  Mr.  Haynes  weighed-in  some 
nice  bream  (largest  31b.  lOJoz.) ;  Mr.  Robbins,  roach  ; 
Dilleyston,  Whitford,  and  Grunnett,  roach.  We  had  a 
very  interesting  report  from  our  delegate,  Mr.  Bungey, 
on  Monday,  to  a  large  muster  of  menibers  present. — 
W.  B, 

IU>yal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arme 

Hotel,  Bateman-street. — On  June  19  most  of  our  members 
were  out,  and  the  following  returned  with  fish  :  Messrs. 
Holder,  Pope,  Longland,  and  AUport.  Last  meeting  night 
we  were  fairly  attended,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  adding 
eight  new  members  to  our  list,  which  is  now  stronger  than 
ever  it  has  been.  I  should  like  to  see  a  good  attendance 
of  members  next  meeting  night. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince 's- 
road,  Kennington. — Our  competition  came  off  very  success- 
fully, twenty  members  competing,  one  of  our  new  membes, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Page,  securing  the  first  prize  with  bream,  one 
fish  nearly  31b.  ;  H.  Allan,  second;  F.  Page,  third;  and 
W.  Reeves,  fourth.  Mr.  Reeves  also  secured  the  specimen 
roach  prize,  with  one  fish  lib.  Sjoz.  Quarterly  night  next 
Wednesday,  29th.  All  members  are  requested  to  be 
present. — H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John  -  street  -  road,  Clerkenwell.  —  Our  competition  at 
Amberley  on  the  19th  was  a  decided  success.  A  good 
attendance  of  members,  and  all  the  prizes  taken  by  the 
following  members  in  the  order  given  :  Messrs.  J.  Worth, 
W.  Mills,  T.  Bulbeck,  and  W.  Musgrave.  Prizes  have 
been  arranged  for  next  month.  Full  particulars  at  club- 
house.— F.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — We  proposed  two  new 
working  members,  Messrs.  Blundle  and  Burridge.  A  special 
meeting  next  week  for  special  prizes  ;  hoping  all  members 
will  turn  up.  Mr.  Warren  showed  a  nice  lot  of  roach 
from  the  Medway. — G.  George. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  the  White  Hart  Hotel, 
High-street,  Stoke  Newington. — Members  are  reminded 
of  the  club  outing  at  St.  Neots  on  July  2  and  3.  The 
secretary  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the  names  of  those 
who  intend  going,  so  as  to  arrange  accommodation.  On 
Monday  last  Mr.  A.  Tilbury  weighed-in  a  fine  tench, 
31b.  8|oz.,  from  the  Stort,  a  good  beginning  of  specimen 
fish  for  the  season.— C.  Tilbiry. 

Sociable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  Felix-street,  Cambridge  Heath. — On  June  19 
Mr.  D.  Flint  had  a  fine  show  of  roach  and  bream  ;  Messrs. 
E.  Cook,  roach  and  bream;  Poleykett,  sen.,  roaph  and 
bream ;  A.  Cox,  roach ;  B.  Cox,  roach ;  C.  Cox,  roach ; 
W.  Wells,  pjrch  ;  T.  Jones,  perch.    Messr.?.  D.  Flint  and 

B.  Cox  six  points  each  for  the  most  |lb.  roach. — T, 
Jones. 


Social  Brothers'  Angling  Club,  Prinse  Regent, 
Dulwich-road,  8.E.— We  held  our  nineteenth  annual 
dinner,  at  headquarters,  Prince  Regent,  Dulwich-road, 
S.E.,  on  Wedn'-sday  last,  with  Dr.  J.  C.  Wilkins  in  the 
chair.  The  dinner  was  followed  by  a  smoking  concert,  for 
which  an  excellent  programme  was  arranged,  many  well- 
known  artistes  assisting,  and  a  mcst  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent.  The  s  cretary  reports  the  club  is  in  a  good, 
sound  position ,  with  a  strong  membership  roll  and  a  big 
prize  list.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  please  apply  to  the 
secretary  as  above. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  Rotherhithe 
Now-road.— On  Thursday  last  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Smith 
had  a  show  of  chub  from  the  Tba-nes.  Mr.  Fawcett 
weighed  in  roach  on  Thurslay,  Friday,  and  Saturday, 
from  the  "  Old  Shop."  Mr.  J.  H.  Davies  had  bream  on 
Jure  19.  On  June  26  we  visit  the  land  of  the  cockles 
(Southend),  to  fish  for  five  prizes.  Train  leaves  Liverpool- 
street  9.26;  return  by  the  7.15;  book  from  Deptford- 
road.  Be  J.  Bedford  benefit  concert,  I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge with  thanks  tbe  following  amounts,  viz. :  Hatcham 
Brothers,  Ss. ;  Amicable  Waltouians,  6s.;  J.  Jones 
(Anchor  and  Hope),  10s.  ;  Bermondsey  Brothers,  lOs.  ; 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  17s.  6d. ;  Crown  and  Buckland,  2s.  6d. ; 
Walworth  Waltouians,  3s.— A.  G.  Smith. 

South  Iiondon  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
—The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  at  the 
Firm  and  True  A.S.,  Prince  Regent,  Beresford-street, 
Walworth,  on  Tuesday,  June  23.— Ali'.  Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney.  —  On  June  19  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  L.  Ehren,  bream,  tench,  and  roach,  18lb. ;  G. 
Jolly,  bream,  roach,  and  rudd,  131b.  ;  G.  Bond,  bream 
and  roach,  101b.  ;  Gerrard,  bream  and  roach,  61b.  ;  H. 
Smith,  bream  and  roach,  131b.  ;  Morgan,  bream,  51b.  ; 
Woodford,  bream  and  roach,  61b.  8oz. ;  W.  Smith,  bream, 
roach,  and  Rudd,  41b.  ;  Brock,  bream  and  roach,  lib. ; 
Jewson,  sen.,  bream  and  roach,  31b.  Boz.  ;  Jewson,  jun., 
bream  and  roach,  21b.  ;  Fairbourne,  breim;  Chamberlain, 
roach ;  Walker,  bream  ;  and  C.  Ehren,  bream.  We  fish  a 
match  at  Dagenham  Lake  on  June  26  ;  start  fishing  by 
signal.  Two  new  members  made  last  week.— W.  Wood- 
ford. 

Stockwell  Angling  S3ciety,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stockwell-road,  S.W.— Our  members  were  out  in  force 
on  June  19,  but  very  little  was  done,  fish  being  scarce.  A 
little  excuse  can  he  claimed  for  us,  as  we  are  a  young  club, 
and  not  quite  up  to  the  in's  and  out's  of  the  old  hands.  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  brother  anglers  on_  any  meet- 
ing night  (Thursdays).  Any  gentleman  living  in  the 
neighbourhood  who  may  be  thinking  of  joining  an  angling 
society  will  be  made  welcome. — Sec. 

Stiatford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Strat- 
ford New  Town,  B. — Several  members  were  out  ou 
June  19,  but  only  three  weighed-in.  Mr.  J.  Sandilands, 
parch  ;  F.  Bates,  roach  and  bream  ;  G.  F.  Weaver, 
perch,  reach,  and  bream  (largest  bream  31b.  9oz.).  The 
members  of  the  above  fish  a  match  at  Dagenham  on 
Julys.— G.  F.  W. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  W.— On  Tuesday  evening  we 
elected  six  new  members.  We  have  made  all  _  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  our  brake  outing  and  picnic 
on  June  26,  to  our  private  water  at  Cohibrook;  brakes 
start  from  clubhouse  at  6  a.m.  ;  we  have  about  fifteen 
prizes  for  working,  and  six  for  hon.  members.  We  shall 
be  pleased  to  have  the  company  of  any  brother  anglers  ; 
brake  tickets,  28.  each.  Any  members  wishing  to 
accompany  us  who  have  not  given  in  their  names  kindly 
let  me  know  by  noon  Saturday,  at  the  clubhouse. 
Luncheon  at  12  ;  cease  fishinj  at  7. — C.  Chalk. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford. — Several  members  of  the  above  were 
out  on  June  19  last:  Mr.  C.  Freak,  dace;  G.  Marsh, 
pike  and  roach  ;  J.  Steer,  dace  (best  fish,  9oz.).  A  special 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Saturday  evening  nest,  when  I 
hope  all  members  will  oblige  by  being  present.— H. 
Tyler. 

Victoiia  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  N.W.— On  June  19  Mr.  A.  Cook 
weighed-in  i-oach,  dace,  and  perch ;  Austin,  roach  and 
dace  ;  and  on  Wednesday,  A.  Cook,  roach  and  gudgeon  ; 
and  Austin,  roach.  We  should  hke  to  see  all  members 
Wednesday  text.— T.  Austin. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  The  Palmerston, 
Grosvenor-terrace,  S.E. — We  moved  to  our  new  quarters 
last  Tuesday  week,  and  celebrated  the  event  by  making 
three  new  members.  Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  opening  Sunday,  but  none  weighed-in.  Our  first 
monthly  outing  takes  place  on  July  3,  when  we  fish  for 
three  prizes.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next 
Tuesday,  as  we  have  a  lot  of  business  todo. — F.  Westoby. 

West  Derby  Angling  Club. — A  number  of  members 
have  been  getting  some  fine  fish  this  last  week  from 
private  ivaters.  Roach  over  lib.,  bream  as  heavy  as 
21b.  lOioz.,  and  tench  up  to  2jlb.,  which  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  their  pond  in  Old  Swan.  The  above  club  has 
succeeded  in  securing  Mr.  Ball's  ponds  at  Brombro, 
and  will  shortly  stock  them  with  some  good  fish.  The 
members  are  requested  to  attend  next  week,  with  regard 
to  the  Old  Swan  pond,  and  hear  balance-sheet  read,  and 
the  terms  we  hold  the  fishing  oil. — Hon.  Sec. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  W. — A  few  of  our  members  were  out  on 
June  19,  but  no  sport  worth  mentioning  was  obtained. 
Mr.  E.  Anderson,  fishing  at  Weybridge  last  week,  landed 
a  nice  trout  of  2  J  lb.,  also  a  chub  of  S^lb.  Members  will 
oblige  by  forwarding  their  subscriptions  as  early  as 
possible.  Onr  smoking  concert,  which  took  place  on 
June  15,  was  a  great  success.  Mr.  B.  R.  Stone  occupied 
the  chair,  supported  by  Slessrs.  A,  W.  Black,  T.  Rand,  A. 
lUaunder,  and  E.  Hackleford.  'The  room  was  tastefully 
decorated,  and  during  the  evening  the  following  assisted 


in  the  harmony:  F.  H.  Sparling.  Morriss,  Harrison,  F. 
Budgell,  A.  Stacey,  S.  Malby,  W.  Lewis,  J.  EandaU, 
Gurling,  H.  Ambler,  Gage,  J.  Allen,  Miss  Lena  Prince, 
and  Hackleford's  quartette.— E.  Haynes. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  turned 
up  in  fair  numbers  in  the  match,  but  sport  was  bad,  as 
only  three  caught  fish.  Mr.  W.  Swadling,  first  prize; 
Mr.  T.  Miller,  second  prize;  Mr.  C.  Miller,  third  prize. 
The  rest  of  the  prizes  were  returned  to  the  funds. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency -street,  S.W.— Our  outing  to  the  Six  Bells, 
Horley,  on  June  12,  was  a  complete  success.  The  quarterly 
meeting  was  held  on  June  15,  when  all  officers  were 
re  elected  excepting  delegate,  Mr.  Pope  resigning,  and 
Mr.  Humphrey  being  elected.  The  prize  list  was  opened, 
and  well  started  by  Mr.  Tetley,  our  host,  with  a  guinea, 
and  Messrs.  Peek  (of  Gray's  Inn-road),  with  hxlf-a- 
guinea,  and  several  members  following  suit.  On  June  19 
we  started  the  season  with  a  good  show,  the  following 
gentlemen  weighing-in  :  Messrs.  Eccarius,  bream;  Bean, 
four  good  chub;  and  Humphrey,  bream  and  tench. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  Angling  Club,  the 
Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road.— We,  having  just  estab- 
lished our  club  at  the  above  house,  wish  to  let  our  old 
members  know  where  we  are.  We  especially  invite  all  to 
take  part  in  our  open  roving  competition,  which  takes 
place  on  June  26.  All  notices  of  following  matches  to  be 
seen  on  board  at  bar. — Nat  Linden. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

This  flourishing  club,  which  commences  its  tbifd  season 
with  a  list  of  150  members,  held  its  first  pegs,'ed-down 
competition  for  the  present  season  on  the  16th  inst.,  the 
debateable  water  being  situated  in  the  canal,  imniediately 
close  to  Midford  Railway  Station  on  the  Bath  side.  No 
less  than  twenty-nine  faced  the  "  starter "  at  three 
o'clock,  when  the  hon.  see's  solo  on  the  whistle  sounded 
for  the  deadly  strife  to  begin.  Strong  running  was  made 
by  Messrs.  Burgess,  Edwards,  Hiscocks,  and  E.  Wood, 
but  Woodrow,  the  winner  of  last  year's  Jubilee  Cup,  like 
a  wary  old  campaigner,  let  the  others  go  ahead  as  th'jy 
liked,  contenting  himself  with  one  solitary  fish.  In  the 
last  half  hour  he  "  grassed  "  a  fine  roach,  and  came  in  an 
easy  first,  winning  in  a  canter.  There  were  four  prizes, 
the  first  three  being  for  the  greatest  weight  of  fish,  the 
fourth  for  the  largest  specimen  fish  above  Jib. 

The  day  was  not  an  angler's  ideal  one,  being  too  bright 
and  sunny,  and  what  little  wind  there  was  was  from  the  east. 
The  water  was  abnormally  clear,  and  the  canal  at  this  point 
very  weedy.  "  Stumps  were  drawn  ' '  at  seven  o'clock,  after 
which  some  fished  or  wandered  about  the  picturesque 
village,  and  listened  to  the  nightingales  warbling  in  trees 
by  the  canal,  till  nine  o'clock  and  the  return  train  came 
simultaneously,  only  too  soon.  The  following  is  the  prize 
list :  1st,  Mr,  Woodrow,  two  fish;  2nd,  Mr.  Burgess,  four 
fish  ;  3rd,  Mr.  Edwards,  four  fish.  Prize  for  largest 
specimen  fish  :  Mr.  Woodrow,  roach,  10|oz. 

The  following  also  caught  fish  :  Messrs.  F.  J.  Hiscocks, 
four;  Jobbins,  two;  S.  Moody,  two;  Jelf,  three;  lies, 
two  ;  and  E.  Wood,  four. 

Mr,  Secretary  Fortt  efficiently  took  charge  of  all 
arrangements,  while  "Professor"  Moody,  the  society's 
^vater  bailiff,  was  a  good  score  keeper  and  umpire. 

Spinning  Minnow. 


SCOTCH  FISHERY  BOARD'S  ANNUAL 
REPORT 

Part  II.,  dealing  with  the  salmon  fisheries  of  Scotland, 
has  just  been  issued.  The  season  of  1897  was  everywhere 
below  the  average,  being  30  per  cent,  less  than  average  of 
past  sixty-three  years,  and  nearly  twenty-six  per  cent, 
under  that  of  past  ten  years.  The  average  value  per  cwt. 
of  salmon  last  year  was  £8  lis.  2Jd.,  whereas  the  annual 
average  of  the  previous  three  years  was  only  £6  14s.  11  Jd. 

The  most  marked  decrease  was  in  the  distiict  between 
Cape  Wrath  and  Glasgow,  where  the  weight  of  boxes 
forwarded  was  45  per  cent,  below  the  average. 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  have  furnished 
a  statement  of  the  number  and  weight  of  fish  caught  by 
them  on  Dee  and  coast  sirca  1872,  and  in  only  one  of  the 
twenty-six  years  for  which  the  figures  are  given  was  there 
fewer  grilse  caught.  Sea  trout  were  also  a  factor  in 
bringing  down  the  quantity  of  fish  caught  last  year.  The 
Ness  was  the  only  liver  above  the  average.  All  the  others 
were  "  below,"  and  "  much  below,"  an  average  fishing. 

With  regard  to  disease,  1897  was  not  so  bad  as  some 
former  years.  The  numbers  taken  from  Tay  cannot  be 
stated;  from  North  Esk,  507  ;  Dee,  very  few  ;  Don,  145  ; 
Ythan,  106 ;  Deveron,  243 ;  Spey,  below  average,  and 
only  to  a  small  extent  in  the  other  salmon  districts.  The 
improvements  on  the  Deveron,  and  the  local  case  with  the 
Duke  of  Fife,  are  given  in  detail  by  Mr.  Archer,  who  is  to 
be  complimented  on  his  year's  report. 


The  late  Dr.  Wilberforce's  zeal  as  a  cleric  was  only 
equalled  by  his  enthusiasm  as  an  angler,  as  the  following 
little  anecdote  will  show  :  The  worthy  divine  was  visiting 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Somebody  or  Other,  and  was  per- 
suaded to  join  a  shooting  party.  Now,  the  Duke's  head 
keeper  was  a  Scotchman,  and,  of  course,  a  Presbyterian, 
and  the  Bishop  tried  to  engage  him  in  a  friendly  chat ; 
but,  finding  Tammas's  replies  were  short  and  reserved,  he 
said;  "I  suppose,  Campbell,  you  think  a  Bishop  ought 
not  to  go  out  shooting?  "  "  Weal,  my  lord,"  said  the 
Scot  frankly,  "  I  doubt  ye'Il  no  fiud  warrant  for  it  i'  the 
Screeptur.  Did  ve  ever  read  of  the  Apostles  going  out 
shooting?"  "Nol  that's  true,"  replied  the  Bishop; 
•'  they  had  no  game  in  Palestine  in  those  days — they  went 
fishing  instead." 


^offings  bp  fi^c  pap. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  en  our  space  the  lecture 
deliTered  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  before  the  British  Sea 
Anglers  is  unavoidably  held  over  until  next  week. 


A  NEW  volume  of  the  Fi:<hing  Gazette  (Vol.  XXXVII.), 
will  commence  with  the  next  number,  July  2.  Sub- 
scription (post  free),  lOs.  6d.  per  annum.  The""  Summer 
Number,"  fully  illustrated,  will  be  published  on  July  16. 
Same  price  as  usual,  2d.  Please  send  to  "  Editor,"  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House  (not  St.  Dunstan's  Church 
because  a  stained  glass  window  and  an  elaborate  memoria 
stone  denots  the  tercentenary  of  Izaak  Walton),  and  )iof  to 
Bream's  Buildings.  Many  important  letters  are  delayed 
by  neglecting  these  instructions.  Bivers,  clubs,  &c  , 
should  b)  marked  outside  envelope  "  Club"  or  "  Eiver  " 
and  directed  to  the  "  Editor."  ' 


Mb.  F.  E.  Eldeed  delivered  another  of  the  interesting 
lecturf  s,  for  which  he  is  so  famous,  before  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  on  Tuesday 
evening  last.  His  subject  was,  "The  Angle,"  and  right 
well  did  he  "angle."  Hooks  of  every  conceivable  shape, 
make,  colour,  temper,  and  size  were  exhibited. 
Amongst  the  numerous  hooks  sent  rouud  the  room  for 
examination  were  many  from  the  well-known  firm  of 
Messrs.  Battleet,  Redditch  (kindly  lent  for  the  occasion). 
Extracts  from  the  lecture  will  appear  as  early  as  possible. 
A  hearty  YOte  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Eldred. 


The  British  trawlers  Fides,  Hermes,  and  Cucloo,  of 
Hull,  and  the  Emerald,  of  Grimsby,  have  been  seized  by  a 
Danish  warship  for  illegil  fishing.  The  captains  were 
fined  from  £30  to  £100  each,  and  their  gear  was  con- 
fiscated. 


The  rules  are  just  to  baad  of  the  Forest  Piscatorials. 
According  to  Enle  25,  "this  society  does  not  give  prizes 
for  gross  weights,  but  for  the  largest  of  each  kind 
weighed-m  during  the  year."  Prizes  will  also  be  given  for 
specimen  fish  of  not  less  than  the  following  weights  • 
Dace,  12oz.;  perch,  IJlb.;  roach,  IJlb. ;  rudd,  l§lb.  • 
barbel,  51b.  ;  carp.  51b. ;  tench,  21b. ;  bream,  41b. ;  trout, 
41b. ;  chub,  31b. ;  jack,  101b.  The  value  of  the  prizes  to 
be  determined  yeirly.  [Another  contribution  to  the  Re- 
stocking Associations  !] 


The  Stookwell  Angling  Society  has  jnst  entered  the 
t"  report  is  to  hand,  and  the  secretary, 

Mr,  J.  r.  Holdsworth,  says  that  their  first  outing  was  not 
^  P?,^*  success.  They  had  not  learned  the  "ins  and 
outs.  Now,  Stockwellit3s,  don't  despair;  make  your 
standard  as  high  as  possible  (emulate  the  Forest 
Piscatorials);  subscribe  to  all  the  sjcieties  in  existence 
tor  re-stocking  and  benevolence;  report  in  the  Fisling 
Gazette  all  the  places  where  you  catch  your  fish  (tell 
your  own  brother  members  first) ;  and  if  you  get  no  fish  up 
to  your  standard,  don't  grumble. 

 >♦»»<  

Some  anglers  of  my  acquaintance  do  grumble,  though  • 
but  according  to  the  Sydney  Bulletin,  Mr.  Robert  Brown 
carpenter  of  Melbourne,  fell  40ft.  off  a  ladder,  through  a 
galvauised  iron  verandah  on  to  an  ex-M.P.,  and  then 
rolled  down  the  steps  of  an  adjacent  pubUc-house  cellar, 
iiut  when  people  went  d  iwn  to  pick  up  Bob  Brown's 
pieces  they  found  him  dusting  his  jacket,  and  using  some 
very  bad  Latin  because  he'd  torn  his  trousers.  Verily  it  is 
a  diilicult  task  to  please  everybody. 


Satdrday  last  (m  company  with  "  Sam")  I  iourneyed 
irom  Liverpool-street  to  Colchester-nice,  quick  run 
l<rom  thence  by  road— nice  drive— to  Nay  land.  The 
placid  river  (Stour)  was  a  bit  too  placid.  No  stream  ; 
water  (like  the  Thames)  very  short.  Tried  the  deeps 
and  the  fleets  for  whatever  might  come  along. 
Not  much  luck.'  A  few  perch,  in  grand  condi- 
tion ;  a  few  roach,  not  yet  in  condition ;  and 
some  eels,  which  were  superb.  My  friend  "  Sam  "  has 
visited  almost  every  river  in  England  at  all  seasons  of  the 
yeir,  but  he  never  saw  such  myriads  of  fish  (roach)  Of 
Course,  they  were  not  all  2-pounders,  but  there  were  some 
nice  ones  among  them  The  Stour  at  Nayland,  as  at 
Bures  (five  miles  distant)  fishes  better  about  six  or  eeven 
weeks  after  the  opening  season. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

This  is  not  fishing,  I  know,  but  "  Truthful  Tommy" 
i-^.T^'  in  Fleet-street  last  Sunday  evening, 
and  this  18  what  I  heard  from  the  lips  of  a  newspaper  boy 
-.lerribul  battle!  Orful  slorter !  Orl  the  winners ' 
Cricket  edeeshurn  ! '  "  [This  is  certainly  a  bit  E  or 
bunday  evening.] 



Ea-ery  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  nay  everv  sea 
fisherman,  will  deeply  regret  to  tear  of  the'^severe  illness 
of  Ted  Hanger,  of  the  North  Star,  Deal.  "  Ned  "  to 
wfn  V  ^  oame  by  which  his  friends,  and  their  name  is 
legion,  know  him  has  had  a  severe  stomach  trouble,  which 

Bv  .b?W  l!^  intense  anxiety. 

By  the  last  accounts  Ned  is  a  bit  better,  but  I  am  sure  I  am 
expresswg  the  wishes  of  all  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 

7^r.  7^  ^^^^^^^  ^''^  ^  ^'^^  ol'i  Ned' a  speedy 
and  complete  recovery.  "i-cruj, 

fJJi^A  ^M°'^7^^',/  ^.t'^^'^k  I  may  venture  to  call  him 
V  hP.';?^ Vh.^'.,^^-  ^r?'"'!^^'".  of  Kingston  celebrity, 
writes  me  that  he  is  off,  in  company  with  his  good  wife 
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to  Norfolk,  where  he  anticipates  first-rate  sport  amongst 
roach  perch,  bream,  and  tench.  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson 
has  fixed  him  up  with  a  Thames  punt  rod,  which  has 
been  built  to  his  own  design,  and  with  which  he  expresses 
himself  greatly  pleased.  The  rod  built  for  Mrs 
Homersbam— a  keen  aportswoman-is  equally  satisfactory. 
All  (he  harm  I  wish  them  is  good  sport,  and  that  on 
their  return  they  may  both  find  themselves  strengthened 
for  another  year  of  that  hard  work  for  which  they  have 
both  made  a  reputation  ia  the  borough  in  which 
they  live  ani  in  which  they  are  so  popular. 
Unfortunately,  ex-Mayor  Homersham  did  not  tell  me 
what^part  of  Norfolk  he  intends  to  patronise.  I  know  this, 
that  '  Dragnet,"  in  company  with  his  two  sons,  is  about 
to  erect  one  of  the  Military  Equipment  Stores'  square 
tents  on  the  Hospital  Farm  at  Salhouse,  Wrosham 
Broad;  and  if  A.  W.  H.  is  withiu  a  hundred  miles 
IJragnet  will  certainly  run  in  upon  him  and  ask  What 
luck  ?  My  limit  is  fixed  as  follo^rs :  bream,  7ib.  ;  tench 
4  b. ;  perch,  31b. ;  roach,  21b.  9oz.  I  have  already  a 
2Ib.  8oz.,  and  I  want  to  go  an  ounce  better.  I  do  not 
weigh-m  for  prizes,  neither  does  the  J,P.,  but  we  shall  see 
what  we  shall  see  ! 

 >  »♦♦<  

I  DO  not  want  to  throw  stones,  so  I  shall  not  mention 
the  name  of  my  would  be  contributor ;  but  when  I  receive 
a  long  account  of  a  day's  jack  fishing  on  the  Thames  on  a 

tine  day  m  June,"  I  have  to  draw  the  line  because  I  am 
afraid  many  who  read  these  columns  might  object  that  the 
writer  was  not  a  good  sportsman.  Any  way,  it  will  not  be 
printed,  because  I  think  the  writer  of  the  MS.  has  some- 
thing yet  to  learn. 

The  biggest  trout  caught  South  Devon  way  this  season 
was  killed  this  weak  in  the  Upper  Teign  by  Mr.  James 
Hooper,  of  Chagford.  It  was  a  beauty  of  4lb.  lloz.,  this 
and  another  scaling  21b.  5oz.  being  basketed  within  about 
twenty  minutes.  Some  exceptionally  fine  trout  ara  being 
creeled  ia  the  South  Devon  streams  just  now. 


[June  25,  1898 


«  mu  "^'"^^^  - writing  from  Cheltenham,  says: 
Ihe  event  of  the  week  here  occurred  on  the  16th, 
when  the  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  to  the  Cheltenham 
Angling  Association  sucoeeded  in  taking  five  carp  at 
w-iu   i.? ^''^  '^^^  ^^^^^  largest,  weighed  by  Messrs 

Wilks,  the  fishmongers,  being  just  over  211b." 


A  BROTHER  angler  has  been  out  after  large  roach  ;  and 
after  giving  me  a  long  account  of  his  successes,  concludes  : 
Anglers  fishing  for  specimen  roach  and  dace  I  advise 
them  strongly  to  try  Mr.  Waite's  fishery  (Rose  and  Crown 
SaLsbury),  on  the  Hampshire  Avon.  Trouting  is  also  very 
good  ;  licence  Is.  a  week,  or  2s.  6d.  month.  Mr.  Waite's 
terms  are  very  reasonable,  and  his  accommodation  is 
excellent."  [Thanks  "  H.  H.  W."  There  are  some 
beauties  "  in  the  Avon.] 

Mb.  Charles  Walker,  the  well  known  authority  on 
pisciculture,  has  consented  to  join  the  committee  of  the 
lhames  Re-stocking  Association.  The  Henley  District 
i  ishenes  Preservation  Association ,  at  their  annual  meeting 
also  appointed  their  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs)  to  serve 
on  the  T.  R.  A.  Committee. 

A  NUMBER  of  novelties  will  be  introduced  into  the 
Royal  Aquarium  entertainments  on  Monday,  including  a 
really  wonderful  dog  show,  upside  down  hand  balancers, 
saxophonists,  xylophonists,  wire  walkers,  &c.  The  Art 
Metal  Exhibition,  which  was  v'sited  by  the  Marquis  of 
Lorne  last  Saturday,  will  remain  open  until  Thursday 
night  next,  on  which  date  the  forge  competitions  also 
terminate. 


On  Monday  evening  last,  at  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
after  relating  his  experiences  amongst  Thames  perch,  Mr. 
Evans  related  a  novel  way  the  Cambridgeshire  folk  have 
of  catching  rabbits.  The  company  naturally  "  held  tight  " 
on  to  the  table  during  its  narration.  The  people  there,  so 
runs  the  story,  get  large  lumps  of  stone  (flint  for  pre- 
ference), and  sprinkle  them  with  Wilson's  choice  S  P. 
The  rabbits  smell  out  the  snuff,  and  sniff  round  about  the 
said  stones  until  they  begin  to  sneeze.  So  violent  is  the 
latter  operation,  that  the  poor  bunnies  end  by  knocking 
their  heads  against  the  flints,  and  virtually  commit  snieide. 

The  sixtieth  annual  meeting  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Wednesday,  June  29.  Mr.  Alfred  Nnthall 
will  occupy  the  chair. 

The  men  in  the  United  States  Fleet  off  Havana  are 
beguiling  the  weary  days  by  shark  fishing  on  somewhat 
novel  lines.  The  men  fasten  a  small  dynamite  cartridge 
to  the  end  of  a  wire  attached  to  an  electric  machine.  A 
lump  of  pork  is  attached  to  the  cartridge  and  thrown  over- 
board, and  as  soon  as  the  creature  swallows  the  bait  the 
current  is  turned  on,  the  dynamite  explodes,  and  the  shark 
18  blown  to  pieces. 

 >  »  «  «  <  

Captain  Philip  Toweb  commences  an  interesting 
paper  in  the  Nineteenth  Century  on  "  The  Catholicism  of 
the  British  Army"  as  follows:  "What's  yer  religious 
persuasion.'"  said  the  sergeant  to  the  recruit.  "My 
what  ?  '  "  Yer  what  ?  Why,  what  I  said.  What's  yer 
after  o'  Sundays  ?  "  "  Rabbits  mostly."  " 'Ere,  stow 
that  hp.  Come,  now,  Chu'ch,  Chapel,  or  'Oly  Roman  ?  " 
And  after  explanation  from  his  questioner,  the  recruit 
replied,  I  ain't  nowise  pertickler.  Put  me  down  Chu'ch 
of  England,  sergeant.    1 11  go  with  the  band." 


Mb.  G.  Greg,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Drayton  Park  Pieca- 
torials,  Holloway  Station  Hotel,  HoUoway-road,  N., 
asks  me  to  say  that  he  will  be  greatly  obliged  if  corre- 
spondents will  kindly  send  all  letters  to  his  private 
address,  92,  Englefield-road,  N. 


Me.  John  Mander,  of  Ely,  South  Wales,  recently 
caught  twenty.five  nice  trout,  largest  lib.  14oz. 


Mr.  Charles  Hussey  writes  me  thus :  "  Dear  '  Drag  ' 
—Our  mutual  friend  '  Birkdale  '  and  I  have  had  a  cruise 
through  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  It  is  a  beautiful 
country,  and  well  watered  with  what  ought  to  be  trcnt 
streams.  So  far  as  one  could  see  these  rivers,  which 
nature  evidently  intended  to  hold  trout  and  other  fish, 
hold  nothing  but  filth,  the  refuse  from  the  soap  factories, 
the  cotton  mills,  and  the  other  industries  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Why  should  such  good  fishing  he  thrown 
away  Of  course,  with  the  matter-of-fact  Yorkshiremen 
money  making  must  be  the  first  consideration,  and  I  am 
not  quite  sure  that  in  this  respect  Londoners  can  throw 
stones.  But  still  it  really  does  seem  sinful  to  find  a  river 
which  ought  to  be  full  of  fish  of  the  colour  and  consistency 
of  copying  ink. 

"  What  is  to  be  done  ?  That  is  a  matter  on  which  I  say 
nothing.  I  am  not  an  expert ;  but  still,  when  I  see  rivers 
BO  polluted  that  not  only  trout  but  eo  other  fish  could 

^cvC^'^  ^  ^^^^  ^  "S^*^  '"^  asking  the  powerful 
aid  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  put  an  end,  or  rather  try  to 
put  an  end,  to  what  is,  to  an  angler's  eye,  a  grave  scandal. 
What  will  kill  fish  may  kill  human  beings  ;  and  then 
where  shall  we  ba  ?  "  ["  C.  H."  ia  a  close  observer  I 
know,  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear  such  a  bad  account  from 
him.  I 


•  ,  °  ^^^^        S''^^^  *o         Save  you  ever  been 

in  Yorkshire,  dear  '  Drag'  ?  The  natives  are  about  the 
most  hospitable  people  I  have  met  in  my  many  years  of 
knocking  about.  '  Coom  an'  have  summut  to  ate,  lad,' 
was  the  first  greeting  I  had  on  Yorkshire  soil,  and  both 
with  Birkdale '  and  myself  it  was  the  same  tale  all  through . 
Good  sportsmen  all,  I  must  say  that  my  visit  to  them  has 
raised  the  natives  of  the  '  many  acred  county '  sky  high 
1°  ™y  tumble  opinion.  They  are  as  keen  on  sport  as  any 
1  have  met ;  real  good  boys,  and  long  may  they  flourish." 

 >»«♦<  

For  some  weeks  past  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  fishings 
station  of  Llanyblodwel,  on  the  river  Tanit,  have  noticed 
with  absorbing  interest,  not  unmixed  with  alarm,  the 
presence  of  an  unfamiliar  and  somewhat  uncanny  visitor 
on  an  old  arm  of  the  river,  and  which  still  contains  a 
quantity  of  water,  and  from  the  midst  of  this  there  came 
every  evening,  from  about  seven  o'clock,  a  penetrating 
noise  somewhat  resembling  the  sound  made  by  a  landrail 
(or  corncrake,  as  that  bird  is  locally  termed),  only  very 
nauch  louder ;  and,  despite  the  most  searching  investiga- 
tion, no  one  was  able  to  find  its  source,  although  the 
water  has  been  netted,  and  people  have  actually  walked 
over  the  very  place  from  whence  the  sound  proceeded; 
but  all  to  no  purpose,  until  one  evening  the  vicar  of 
the  parish  was  able  to  perceive  the  head  of  the  animal, 
and  which  was,  without  doubt,  that  of  a  frog.  Un- 
fortunately, that  same  evening,  about  midnight,  the 
career  of  the  poor  animal  came  to  a  most  abrupt  termina- 
tion, as  some  persons — quarrymen  it  is  supposed— exploded 
a  quantity  of  dynamite  near  the  spot,  since  which  time 
the  peculiar  sound  made  by  the  frog,  and  which  resembled 
a  barking  noise,  has  not  been  heard,  nor  has  auy  traces  of 
its  body  been  discovered.  This  is  greatly  to  be  regretted, 
as  the  sound  was  the  means  of  attracting  a  large  number 
of  people  to  the  spot ;  and  it  was  hoped  that  some  expe- 
rienced naturalists  would  have  been  able  to  visit  the  place, 
and  to  identify,  and  perhaps  secure,  the  animal  from 
which  the  unusual  sound  emanated,  and  which  could  be 
heard  for  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  spot. 

 >  »  »  •  <  

A  man  and  a  boy  were  fishing  from  a  boat  on  one  of  the 
many  streams  which  meander  through  the  county  of  moors 
and  broad  acres.  Suddenly,  while  leaning  over  the  side  of 
the  boat,  the  youngster  lost  his  balance  and  found  a  cold  bath. 
Very  promptly  the  man  jumped  into  the  stream ,  and  rescued 
his  precipitous  companion,  greatly  to  the  admiration  of  a 
farmer  who  was  standing  on  the  bank,  watching  the  sport. 
"  Bravo  !  "  yelled  the  farmer.  "  They  ought  to  give  the 
Humane  Society's  medal."  "An'  what  for,  becos  " 
asked  the  rescuer.  "For  so  gallantly  saving  that  boy's 
life  at  the  risk  of  your  own,"  replied  the  farmer.  "  Now, 
look,  Mr.  Softy  ;  I  don't  want  no  praise  where  none  ain't 
doo.  If  you'd  a'  bin  me  you'd  a'  done  just  the  same. 
Why,  all  the  bait's  in  that  young  rascal's  pocket,  and  how 
d'  you  think  I  could  have  fished  wi'out  'un  ?  That's  why 
I  rescued  him — an'  a  good  why,  too,  I  reckons." 

 >♦♦■»<  

_  Several  of  the  early  works  on  angling  contain  allu- 
sions to  the  catching  of  pike  by  the  aid  of  geese  or  ducks. 
In  his  "Art  of  Angling,"  published  just  prior  to  Izaak 
Walton's  "  Compleat  Angler,"  Thomas  Barker  has  a  few 
lines  on  this  form  of  sport,  while  the  renowned  Izaak 
himself  tells  the  angler  "Take  thy  goose,  a  full  grown 
bird,  and  unto  his  leg  make  fast  thy  bait  with  a  tree-foot 
line  and  a  strong  wire.  Then  set  him  across  a  mere 
where  a  pike  is  wont  to  lie."  Ladies  and  gentlemen 
indulged  in  this  amusement,  following  the  goose's  course 
in  a  boat.  The  fish  caught  at  the  baited  hook,  and  then 
began  a  tattle  royal,  usually  ending  by  the  goose  dragging 
the  fish  ashore.  During  all  the  splashing  and  struggling, 
the  fine  folk  in  the  boat  gave  vent  to  their  pleasure  in 
cheering  and  clapping  their  hands,  evidently  endorsing 
the  statement  of  Izaak  Walton,  that  it  afforded  excellent 
spor  for  good  fishermen.  -Drag net. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  Hlgh-class  Salmon,  CHIsg,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 
CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Pishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 

•Manufacturer  of  all  kinds  of  Fishing  Rods 
in  Built  Cane&Greenheart,  Reels  &  Tackle. 

TonilT  onnC     2  joints  best  Built  Cane  Fly 
i  KUU  I  nUUO.       Rod.  lOft,  price  £2  5g. 
Ditto,  lO^ft.  to  lift.,  price  £2  7s.  6d. ;  with  Steel 
Centre,  15s.  extra. 

The  "CHAMPIOU"  Graenlieart  PIiY 

ROD,  3  joints  and  very  best  finish,  25b. 


THE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH  (Registered). 


This  Winch  is  made  in  two  sizes,  2}in.  and  Sjin., 
with  click  or  silent  check.   It  has  two  special 
recommendations,  extreme  lightness  and  quick 
winding.    Price,  2fin.,  10s.  6d. ;  3iin.,  12s.  6d. 

Important  to  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
throng  hont  the  Kingdom. 

DAVID  SLATER,  of  Newark-on-Trent,  being 
the  Largest  and  most  Practical  Manufacturer  of 
the  world-wide  known  "Nottingham"  Pattern 
Winches  in  their  various  forms,  and  holding  as 
he  does  by  far  the  largest  stock  of  timber  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  such  manufacturers — hundreds 
of  thousands  of  blocks  in  various  stages  of 
seasoning — is  prepared  to  supply  the  trade  direct 
at  lowest  prices.     A   Special   New  Pattern, 

Slater's  Wonder,"  in  nine  sizes,  2in.  to  4in.,  is 
made  on  similar,  but  much  improved  lines  to  the 
old  and  out  of  date  iron  back  production. 
"  Slater's  Wonder  "  has  a  solid  brass  back,  and 
yet  costs  less  than  the  old  pattern. 
SELL  SLATER'S  WINCHES,  AND  SAVE 
AT  LEAST  20  PER  CENT. 

Send  for  my  New  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAPVI  rC  Swan  and  Tnrkey  Feathers, 
^Au^LuO  Seals'  Fnr,  Pigs'  Wool,  &c. 

ALL   COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES  Sundays  Well-road  Cork, 


To  Amateur  Kod  and  Fly  lllakers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Oolf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Gbezuhbabt,  Hickory,  ob  IjAncewood  : 
liin,    iin.    gin.    iin.     |in.     iin.  2ft.  long. 
!/•    4d,i    sa.    sa.    sa.    Sa.  per  length 

1/e  sa.  7a.  ea.  ea.  4a.  sift.  long. 

And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 

Ferrules, Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and  every 
Requisite  for  Rod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to  isnit 
all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern.  Is.  and  Is.  6d.  per 
doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. ;  Sample  half  dozen  to 
any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS.— Hackles  In  Bed,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours.  Id.  per 
doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed  Hackles, 
IJd.  per  doz. 

Wings  per  Pair.— Starlings,  lid. ;  Snipe,  lid. ; 
Woodcock,  3d.;  Waterhen,  8d. ;  Partridge.  IJd.; 
Uolden  Plover.  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  14d. 

Floss  and  Ttibo  Bilks,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks,  all 
shades.  

WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 
96,  Market  Flaov,  taaaaftmnn. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 

We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNESIDE,"  "  WANSBECK,"  and  other 
Bods.  Any  orders  received  will  be  carefuUy  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our 
customers  every  satisfaction,  a  testimonial  having  been  received  with  almost  every 
rod  sent  out.  .       a  j 

A  copy  of  our  "  ANGLER'S  GUIDE  "  and  Illustrated  Ust  of  Rods  and  every 
Angling  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover 
postage.  

Our  Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete— 
No.  ^  ^- 

40  13ft   016  6 

41  14ft   0  18  6 

42  15ft   10  0 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Pisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"  We  also  liked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,   especially  a  '  Coquetdale ' 
fourteen-footer ;  this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery 
discovered  great  power." — Angler. 

"  The  '  Coquetdale  '  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-clasa  weapons."— iand 
and  Water. 

"  The  '  Coquetdale '  is  an  especially  good  pattern." — Hod  and  Gun. 


and 


Our  Special  "TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods. 


In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c.,  similar 
to  our  "  Tyneside  "  Trout  Rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  f 
43  16ft     15 


44 
45 
46 
47 


17ft. 
18ft. 
19ft. 
20ft. 


1  10 

1  15 

2  0 
2  5 


"  Dear  Sir,— The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout 
our  holiday,  and  we  were  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod, 
but  my  fisherman  was  delighted  with  it. 

"  It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a 
month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  difficult 
water,  and  with  trying  winds,  than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.     "  C.  H.  G." 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Pisheries  Exhibition,  1895-96. 

"  We  handled  an  18ft.  '  Tyneside,'  which  was  just  perfect  in  balance,  and  played 
through  to  the  butt  in  grand  style,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  North 
country  firm  had  little  to  learn  about  rod  making." — Land  and  Water,  1895. 

"  We  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods.  We  had  the 
pleasure  some  time  ago  of  taking  a  friend's  rod  for  an  hour  on  a  salmon  reach,  and 
it  was  one  of  this  make.  They  are  used,  we  believe,  very  extensively  by  the  anglers 
on  Tyneside,  who  swear  by  them  at  all  times." — Angler,  1896. 

"  The  '  Tyneside  '  salmon  rods  are  rAnarkably  cheap  and  of  splendid  value,  double 
brazed,  and  finished  in  the  best  style." — Eod  and  Gun,  1896. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Telephone,  5611.        Telegraphic  Address :"  FiSHiNa."        ESTABLISHED  1819. 

HENRY  WHITTY 

(Late  EDMONDSON), 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  omy  Address,  LIVERPOOL 

Maker  of  RODS  (Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  Lancewood,  Washaber,  Cane,  or 
Split  Cane)  for  RIVER,  LAKE,  and  SEA  FISHING.  RODS,  PLIES,  &c.,  made  on 
the  Premises  to  any  design.  Reels.  Lines,  Landing  Nets,  Gapps,  Bags,  Minnows, 
Spoons,  Flies  (Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Grayling,  Trout).  WADING  STOCKINGS, 
12s.  6d.  (Splendid  Value).   Trousers,  Coats,  Brogues.   BAIT  for  Bottom  Fishing 

Other  Departments  are  the  Cricket,  Lawn  Tennis,  Polo,  Croquet,  and  Golf 
HAMMOCKS,  from  4s.  6d.    GARDEN  TENTS,  Cane  Walking  Stick  Seats,  16s.  6d 


HENRY  WHITTY,  16,  Basnett  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 


LOCH  AND  TROUT  FLIES 

Keatly  and  CarefuUy 
Dressed 

(On  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks) 

BY 

MissN.  G.  LITTLEJOHN, 

Practical  Fly  Dresser, 
Chelmsford-rd.,  Woodford. 


JOHN  HONE,  of  Walton-on-Thames 

(A  Thames  Fisherman  wiih  a  li/e-long  eicperience). 
Will  LET  out  PUNTS  and  BOATS,  fixed 
in  a  selected  swim,  and  provide  ground- 
bait,  for  48.  per  day ;  if  he  provides 
tackle  the  charge  is  5s.  per  day. 


SHA.WS 
WATERPROOF  DRESSING  for  LINES 

Imparts  a  pleasant  flexibility,  and  does 
not  rot  the  Hues.  Easily  and  quickly 
applied.  Price,  per  cake,  Is.;  post  free. 
Is.  2d. — Shaw,  40,  Bagby-road,  Wood- 
house-lane,  Leeds. 


STRAWSON'S  WATERPROOF. 

It  is  the  best  composition  in  the  world 
for  keeping  your  feet  warm  and  dry. 
It  has  been  used  by  all  the  leading 
sportsmen  in  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  for  over  thirty  years. 


Send  for  1/-  Box,  post  free. 

Testimonials  from  :  E.  R.  WetheriU,  Esq. 
(Horse  Guards),  H.  Chohuoudeley  Pemiell, 
Esq.,  Alex.  Wm.  Adair,  Esq.,  Capt.  J.  Francis 
Cust,  Sir  Hope  Grant,  E.  Ellis,  Esq.,  and  Capt. 
Theodore  William. 


Sold  by  all  Sporting  Houses,  Gun 
Makers,  and  Shoe  Makers. 


BOOK  OF  TESTIMONIALS  POST  FREE. 

STRA.WSON    and  CO., 

LADY    LANE,  LEEDS. 


.ELLIMANS  UNIVERSAL 

iBROCATION  l/j. 


"I^HEUMATISM 

lUMfiACO.  -^fc 
JBRUISES. 

CHE^T  Cold?, 

f 


Prepare  cl  cm^ 

5L0UGH  .  ENGLAND. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  E.  M,  Mayes  was  chairman  at  Monday's  meeting, 
but  as  many  of  the  members  were  absent,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  aftermath  of  the  May  Fly,  fishing  reports  were 
somewhat  meagre.  Mr.  K.  Bradford,  however,  not  only 
gave  an  amusing  account  of  his  last  essay  amongst  the 
Thames  trout,  but  brought  up  a  small  fish,  albeit  a  very 
beautifully  shaped  one,  to  giace  the  table.  It  was  taken 
in  the  Pangbourne  district,  and  weighed,  when  captured, 
41b.  loz.  Mr.  Evans  had  devoted  his  attention  thus  early 
in  the  season  to  perch  with  so  much  success  that  he  grassed 
twenty-eight  of  these  black  striped  gentlemen,  of  which 
he  returned  the  greater  part  to  the  water.  The  dozen 
largest  fish  ranged  from  §lb.  to  lib.  4oz.,  and  were  all  got 
paternostering  amongst  the  weeds.  This  is  ample  proof  of 
the  gratifying  fact  that  these  sport  giving  and  excellent 
eating  fish  are  increasing  in  the  Thames  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  Mr.  C.  Stallibrass,  on  the  Kennett,  had  taken 
two  and  a  half  brace  of  trout,  and  lost  two  big  fish. 
He  spoke  well  of  the  rise  of  May  Fly  in  the  Newbury 
district,  and  said  there  had  been  a  great  number  of  heavy 
trout  taken  while  the  fly  was  up,  fourteen  or  fifteen  fish, 
weighing  over  31b.  each,  hiving  been  secured  by  those  who 
had  been  fortunate  enough  to  be  on  the  spot  at  the  right 
time.  Mr.  C.  H.  By  waters  had  taken  two  brace  of  trout 
and  some  exceptionally  fine  grayling  in  the  same  locality  ; 
and  Mr.  Fletcher,  also  at  Newbury,  took  a  nice  21b.  2oz. 
fish  on  the  Wickham.  Mr.  Horace  Brown's  adventures 
were  summed  up  in  the  terse  statement,  "  Went  to 
Newbury,  Saturday;  little  water,  less  fly,  no  fish."  And 
yet  Mr.  Brown  on  seeing  this  state  of  things  is  reported 
to  have  only  exclaimed,  "  Dear  me  !  "  Mr.  Brown  had  a 
remarkable  tale  to  tell,  however,  anent  Mrs.  Baxter's  cat 
catching  a  stoat  in  the  hotel  he  put  up  at,  making  the 
third  of  these  little  beasts  pussy  bad  demolished.  Mention 
was  also  made  that  the  aforesaid  cat  was  a  rfgu'ar 
poacher,  being  known  to  sit  by  the  banks  of  the  river  and 
watch  for  a  fish  passing  by,  when  it  (the  cat)  would  dive 
into  the  water,  and  as  often  as  not  be  as  successful  as  that 
more  agile  and  dangerous  four-footed  poacher  the  otter. 
Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  had  made  an  excellent  mixed  bag  of  fish. 
Besides  several  brace  of  good  trout  and  grayling  (the 
largest  of  the  latter  being  one  of  21b.  6Joz.),  he  grassed 
chub,  perch,  dace,  roach,  and  some  minnows.  The  perch 
and  minnows  (some  of  which  last  named  were  over  4in. 
long)  were  creeled  by  the  aid  of  the  "  wriggler,"  the  rest 
being  taken  with  the  May  Fly  and  Golden  Sedge.  It  has 
been  arranged  to  hold  the  annual  summer  dinner  at 
Newbury,  on  Saturday,  the  16th  prox.,  and  members  will 
receive  the  customary  notification  in  due  course  from  the 
hon.  sec.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


"WEST  LONDON  ANGLING  CLUB. 

The  seventeenth  annual  dinner  of  this  well-known  club 
was  held  at  the  Rutland  Hotel,  The  Mall,  Hammersmith, 
on  Thursday,  June  16,  and  the  hosts,  Messrs.  Dean  and 
Channon,  provided  a  very  good  menu,  which  was 
thoroughly  appreciated  by  a  good  muster  of  members  and 
their  friends,  after  which  the  usual  toasts  were  given, 
interspersed  with  harmony,  and  a  thoroughly  enjoyable 
evening  was  brought  to  a  close.  The  president  of  the 
club,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  occupied  the  chair,  and  ably 
conducted  the  business  of  the  evening,  and  was  supported 
by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  and  Mr.  F.  Berry,  representing  the 
Central  Association  and  the  T.A.P.S.,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
unfortunately  being  unable  to  be  present.  The  vice-chair 
was  filled  "by  Mr.  A.  Peart,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  olubj  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  B,.  Dean,  the  vice-president. 

It  is_  interesting  to  note  that  the  first  meeting  for  the 
formation  of  this  club  took  place  in  March,  1880,  and  one 
of  the  founders,  Mr.  C.  R.  Stock,  was  present  this  evening. 
At  the  inaugural  meeting  several  well-known  gentlemen 
in  connection  with  the  angling  world  were  present, 
amongst  whom  were  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  the  late  Mr. 
C.  Hatfield,  Greville  Fennell,  Alfred  Allison,  &c.,  and  a 
cheque  for  five  guineas  was  handed  to  Mr.  Brougham  as 
the  society's  first  donation  to  the  T.A.P.S.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  club  are  at  the  Dartmouth  Hotel,  Glen- 
thome-road.  Hammersmith,  and  the  meetings  are  held 
every  Thursday  evening  at  8.30.  The  club  does  not  boast 
of  retaining  a  large  balance  in  band,  as  the  funds  are 
devoted  to  the  benefit  of  the  members  for  prizes  for 
specimen  fish,  competitions,  &c. 

The  following  members  were  prize  winners  for  the 
past  season  :  Messrs.  C.  Martin,  A.  Peart,  G.  Ramsay, 
J.Howard,  E.  Street,  W.  Cox,  W.  Cox,  jnn.,  B.  Coomes, 
J._  J.  Hunter,  A.  West.  Mr.  G.  Ramsay  being  also  the 
winner  of  the  silver  cup  presented  by  Herbert  H.  Afford, 
Esq.  Mr.  Afford  was  unavoidably  absent  from  the  dinner 
owing  to  illness,  but  wired  to  the  chairman  wishing  the 
dinner  every  success,  and  offering  the  presentation  of 
another  silver  cup  for  the  ensuing  season,  which  was 
receive  J  with  loud  applause.  Several  other  donations 
were  promised  during  the  evening. 

Mr.  Peart  proposed  the  toast  of  "The  Club,"  coupled 
with  the  names  of  the  president  and  vice-president.  The 
chairman  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Central  Associa- 
tion "  and  "  The  T.A.P.S.,"  and  spoke  some  compli- 
mentary words  on  behalf  of  the  two  societies.  Mr. 
Crumplen  and  Mr.  Berry  responded.  The  toast  to  "  The 
Officers  of  the  Club,"  coupled  with  the  name  of  the  secre- 
tary, was  duly  responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Hunter.  A 
capital  musical  programme  was  arranged  by  Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr. Will  Smith,  R.A.M.,ably  presiding  at  the  pianoforte  ; 
also  a  string  quartette,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Martin, 
Curtis,  Norman,  and  Bamford,  with  their  mandoline, 
violins,  and  guitar,  assisted  by  Mr.  Cutler  with  the 
piccolo. 

Several  songs  were  well  rendered  by  Mr.  Cox,  jun,,  Mr. 
James  Payne,  Mr.  Chas.  Hughes,  Mr.  T.  Fleming,  Mr. 
Potman,  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Frank  Tilley,  who  finished 


up  with  a  clog  dance.  The  chairman  handed  over  the 
sum  of  12s.  coll(0".ion  in  the  T.A.P.S.  box  ti  ¥t. 
Crumplen  ;  and  the  evening  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Elsmore  for  presiding. 


^otejst  from  t^e  ^ott|). 

Her  Majesty  and  Court  moved  from  Balmoral  on 
Tuesday  last,  arriving  at  Windsor  on  Wednesday  morning. 
There  has  truly  been  a  speU  of  veritable  "  Queen's 
weather  "  during  the  whole  of  her  spring  stay,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  the  rivers  are  down  to  their  lowest  level. 


Some  of  Her  Majesty's  household  officials  are  expert 
anglers,  and  are  constantly  on  the  water  when  at  Balmoral. 
Mr.  Mather,  who  is  attached  to  the  Munsi,  her  Indian 
secretary,  is  one  of  the  best  salmon  rods  on  the  Dee,  and 
the  record  maker  on  the  Balmoral  reaches.  This  year  he 
had  grand  sport  till  quite  recently,  when  things  have  been 
somewhat  dull  all  over.   


Old  Mar  Castle,  which  the  Duke  of  Fife  has  been 
renewing,  is  in  future  to  be  known  as  Biaemar  Castle. 
This  will  save  te'e^iraphio  and  postal  confusion  with  Mar 
Lodge,  the  residence  of  the  ducal  family.  The  change 
has  been  made  in  compliance  with  Her  Majesty's  com- 
mands.   

With  the  exception  of  two  fish  or  so  on  Carlogie,  a 
grilse  on  Inchmarlo,  and  a  pickle  (few)  trout  on  the  Feugh 
and  side  ttreams,  chiefly  to  the  worm,  sport  is  practically 
at  a  standstill  on  the  Dee. 


The  Dee  tidal  is  yielding  a  good  basket  of  finnock  and 
sea  trout,  although  the  sea  trout  are  a  very  scarce  in- 
gredient of  the  basket,  and  with  a  fill  of  fresh  water 
matters  would  be  improved  immensely. 


The  only  bit  of  really  good  sport  agoing  just  now  is  on 
the  farthest  inland  reaches,  near  the  quarters  of  the 
Duchess  of  Fife,  and  attached  by  Mr.  Macdonald,  the 
lessee,  to  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel.  Here,  last  week,  Mr. 
McPherson  creeled  six,  scaling  up  to  121b. ;  Mr.  F. 
Thomson,  five,  all  61b.  and  71b.  apiece  ;  and  Mr.  Morton, 
a  fime  fish  of  121b.   


On  the  Don  splendid  baskets  of  trout  are  being  got  on 
the  Kinaldie,  Kinellor,  and  Monymusk  waters.  Mr. 
Milne,  Kinaldie,  lost  "the  heaviest  trout  he  ever  re- 
members having  had  on,"  through  the  breaking  cf  the 
Stewart  tackle  he  was  working  with.  There_  are  some 
big  trout  yet  in  the  Don,  although  not  so  plentiful  now  as 
a  dozen  years  ago.  

The  best  sea  trout  reaches  are  the  Ythan,  Ugie, 
Deveron,  and  Findhorn.  These  par  excellence  after  the 
nets  are  off.  The  Dee  tidal  may  be  fished  at  certain  parts 
for  a  nominal  fee,  and  at  Heathcot  by  guests  staying  at 
the  Hydro.   

The  best  sea  trout  lures  are  the  fly,  Devon,  tube,  worm, 
creeper,  &c. ;  and  while  they  are  all  more  orlefs  employed 
on  such  tidals  as  the  Dee,  Ythan,  and  Findhorn,  yet  on 
the  Ugie  and  Deveron,  again,  nothing  but  the  fly  is  used 
with  anything  like  success.  The  worm  is  no  use,  again,  on 
the  tidal  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ythan,  whUe  it  is  the  only 
lure  ever  thought  of  for  the  mouth  of  the  Cruden  burn. 

A  company  of  interested  Aberdonians  (chiefly  com- 
mitteemen) are  organising  a  trip  to  Bergen,  where  the 
Norwegian  fisheries  is  now  in  full  swing. 

This  is  not  an  angling  club,  but  an  association  of  natives 
of  Dee  and  Don  side,  who  come  together  now  and  again 
for  social  purposes.  However,  tliey  contain  in  their  ranks 
many  anglers,  and  their  president  is  a  salmon  merchant, 
so  that  the  deTclopment  of  an  angling  side  to  the  associa- 
tion's other  social  evolutions  would  not  be  difficult. 

"  After  a  month's  east  vpinds,  how  can  yon  expect  fish 
on  the  coast  ?  "  This  was  how  Mr.  Garden,  the  Aberdeen 
expert  on  everything  worth  knowing  about  the  salmon, 
met  my  query  as  to  the  cause  of  the  great  scarcity  of  fish 
during  the  past  few  weeks.  Well,  the  east  wind  is  dead 
again'  them  coming  in ;  but  fish  are  always  more  or  less 
scarce  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

During  the  month  of  May  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Com- 
missioners dropped  £600  nearly  behind  what  they  were 
last  year  at  this  date.  However,  matters  look  like  mend- 
ing slowly,  as  there  has  been  a  decided  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  both  salmon,  grilse,  and]sea  trout  taken  during 
the  past  week. 

From  July  25  to  Aug.  11  inclusive  a  special  express  for 
Perth  and  the  Highlands  wiU  leave  King's  Crc«s  at 
7.45  p.m.  Connections  with  Aberdeen,  Iirverness,  and 
other  important  towns  have  been  arranged. 

The  Highland  Railway  have  just  issued  a  new  handbook 
of  171  pages,  which  teem  with  descriptive  and  historical 
lore  of  the  various  routes  on  the  system.  Occasional 
digressions  are  made  to  introduce  the  tourist  to  Loch  Tay, 
Loch  Marce,  Loch  Ness,  Loch  Laggan,  the  Grampians, 
the  Hebrides,  and  Orkney  Islands. 

The  estate  of  Auchnacree,  Fern,  Forfar,  of  422  acres  of 
attractive  property,  with  trout  loch,  was  sold  last  week  at 
upset  price  of  £5500.  _____ 

Mr.  Donald  McPherson,  lessee  of  the  new  Station 
Hotel,  Nairn,  died  suddenly  on  Wednesday  last  at  the  age 


of  eighty-two.  He  was  at  one  time  a  keen  loch  angler, 
and  no  one  knew  Lis  way  about  better  than  Donald  among- 
the  highland  lochs.   


Mr.  Donald  Scott,  the  Duchess  of  Fife's  angling  gillie, 
has  been  moved  down  from  Derry  Lodge  to  the  Cottagj  at 
the  Lynn .  Her  Royal  Highness'  favourite  pools  are  all  a  bove 
the  L3mn,  and  are  the  best ;  one  is  locally  called  the  Chest 
of  the  Dee.  Special  Scotch. 


Iprovinctal  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening  last,  June  16th,  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  when  the 
secretary  (Mr.  J.  Rabone)  read  a  letter  from  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  in  reference  to  the  special  train  to 
convey  the  members  and  their  friends  to  Stoke  Golding 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  forthcoming  contest  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  society.  The  letter  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  company  could  not  run  a  special  train  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  July  23,  at  the  same  rate  that  they  did  two 
years  ago,  when  the  society  were  allowed  to  travel  at  a. 
fare  of  Is.  6d.,  and  the  society  received  a  10  per  cent, 
discount  on  the  sale  of  railway  tickets.  But  this  year 
the  company  say  that  we  must  pay  28.  6d.  if  we  want  to 
go  to  the  same  place.  This  is  the  privilege  ticket  price. 
A  long  discus:  ion  took  place  upon  the  action  of  this 
company  and  our  other  railways,  when  several  other  placea 
were  proposed,  and  it  was  also  resolved  that  the  contest 
take  place  on  a  Sunday.  This  was  carried  by  a 
small  majority,  and  Messrs.  Foster  and  Rabone  were 
deputed  to  visit  Stourport,  and  see  if  the  canal  at  that 
place  would  be  suitable  for  a  contest,  and  give  in  a  report 
at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
sidering this  important  matter.  With  respect  to  holding 
the  contest  on  a  Sunday,  the  society  would  reap  little  or 
no  benefit,  as  our  railway  companies  are  only  too  pleased 
to  put  on  a  special  for  us,  but  they  all  decline  to  give  us 
any  discount  on  the  sale  of  the  tickets.  This  is  a  big 
item,  and  goes  to  augment  the  funds  of  the  sosiety.  All 
the  companies  running  into  Birmingham  refuse  to  run  a 
special  on  any  Saturday  afternoon .  until  the  end  of 
September,  in  fact,  they  are  to  a  certain  extent  abolishing 
the  summer  half-day  excursion,  and  those  that  they  are 
running  they  have  increased  the  fares.  They  will  run  us 
on  a  Monday,  but  we  do  not  wish  to  depart  from  the 
Saturday  afternoon  if  we  can  avoid  it,  as  all  our  contests 
have  been  so  very  successful.  The  only  way  out  of  the^  i 
difficulty  is  to  run  a  day  special  on  August  Bank  Holiday  ) 
Tuesday  to  such  a  popular  place  as  Pershore.  I  have  reason  ' 
to  believe  that  this  would  turn  out  a  success,  afld  hope  that 
the  committee  will  consider  this  at  their  next  meeting. 
The  members  and  friends  of  the  large  Rose  and  Crown 
Society  fished  their  opening  contest  on  19th  inst.  in  the 
river  Severn,  at  Tewkesbury.  Two  hundred  and  sixty -five 
members  and  friends  travelled  by  the  special  train  put  on  j 
by  the  Midland  Railway  Company.  One  hundred  and  ' 
sixty-four  members  took  part  in  the  contest,  which  was  of 
three  hours'  duration,  and  was  fished  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  F.  Starsmore,  who  officiated  as  referee. 
The  first  six  prize  winners  were  as  follows,  in  the  order 
named  :  A.  Harrison,  J.  King,  F.  Bradley,  M.  Perkins, 
T.  Davies,  and  A.  Pinner.  The  winners'  weight  was 
lib.  14|oz.  The  prizes,  which  are  of  the  value  of  over  £30j 
will  be  distributed  on  Tuesday  evening  next  at  the  club- 
house, the  Prince  of  Wales  Inn,  Great  Hampton-row. 
After  the  contest,  Mr.  T.  Kimberley,  fishing  with  a. 
horsehair  line,  succeeded  in  hooking  and  landing  a  jack, 
which,  upon  being  weighed,  turned  the  scale  at  21b.  7ioz. 
Owing  to  the  fine  and  slender  tackle,  it  took  about 
half  an  hour  before  the  fish  was  brought  to  grass. 
A  large  number  of  our  clubs  are  adopting  the  association 
limits  for  their  annual  contests,  although  it  is  left  optional 
as  far  as  club  contests  are  concerned,  for  why,  I  do  not 
know,  without  it  is  that  all  the  prizes  should  be  cleared 
away  at  one  sweep ;  but  now  some  of  the  clubs  are  going 
in  for  fewer  and  more  valtable  prizes.  The  Bellbam 
Club  fish  their  annual  contest  at  Defford,  in  the  river 
Avon,  on  July  10,  under  the  associatioii  rules ;  and  the 
Manor  Society  have  decided  to  fish  their  contest  on  the 
last  Sunday  in  August  in  the  Avon,  at  Wyre,  under 
the  association  rules.  The  Kidderminster  Angling 
Association  have,  through  the  _  Provincial  Angling 
Association,  just  received  the  privilege  to  travel  to 
four  new  stations,  namely,  Easton  Court,  fare,  2s.  3d. ; 
Leominster,  3s.  2d. ;  Coalport,  23.  5d. ;  and  Trowbridge, 
2s.  6d.  A  committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  vriU  be  held  on  Saturday,  July  2,  at  the  Star 
Hotel,  Victoria-street,  Crewe.  AU  members  are  required 
to  be  present  at  half -past  four  prompt. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE, 

The  week's  fine  summer  weather,  agreeably  cooled  and 
freshened  by  occasional  gentle  falls  of  rain,  has  been  very 
favourable  for  fly  fishing  on  Derbyshire  streams.  Angling 
for  a  few  days  after  the  height  of  the  May  Fly  time  was 
somewhat  slow,  as  the  fish  were  gorged  with  the  Drake, 
and  had  poor  appetites  for  any  other  fly.  A  short  period 
of  rest  has,  however,  brought  them  round  again,  and  sport 
is  again  good  on  most  of  the  waters.  The  smaller  streams 
have  teen  fished  with  success,  and  numerous  nice  lots  of 
trout  have  been  taken  from  several  of  them.  The  Ashop, 
Castleton-bum,  and  Nowe,  in  the  High  Peak  country, 
have  been  extensively  visited,  and  have  afforded  good 
sport ;  and  the  Lower  Peak,  Amber,  Ecclesboume,  and 
Sherltourne  have  furnished  several  very  fair  creels.  On 
the  Lower  Derwent,  between  Belper,  Ambergate,  and 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


INVALUABLE  FOB  ANGLEBS  ANB  TOUBISTS. 


FRENCH  SOUPS. 


Thirty-four 
Varieties. 


Each  tablet  makes  f-pint  strong  soup. 

In  packets  of  six  tablets,  Is.  4d.  ;  post  free,  Is.  Id. 


AS  SUPPLIED  TO  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

CONSOMME 

THE  BEST  OF 
PREPARED 
SOUPS. 

In  gelatine  tubes. 

Eacb  tube  makes  f-pint  strong  soup. 
Boxes  of  ten  tubes,  Is.  M. ;  post  free,  Is.  9*(2. 

SAUFLE  FBEE  ON  APPLICATION. 

Of  all  G'l'ocers,  Italian  JVarehouseynen,  S:c.,  and  of  the 
Sole  Agents, 

COSENZA  &  CO., 

95,  WIGMORE  STREET,  LONDON,  \^ 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. ;  and  at 
CHELTENHAM. 

Manufacturers  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods,  Flies,  and  Casis 


Of  the  Highest  Qualihj  Only. 


240  TROUT 
83  SALMON 


were  takeir  on  one  of  our  '•'  .Special " 
Tapered  Casts,  3  yards. 
1  -  each,  or  10  6  a  dozen. 

were  taken  on  one  of  our  "  Special' 
Single  Gut  Casts,  3  yard.s. 
8  6  each,  or  96  -  a  dozen. 


TACKLE  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  IN  STOCK. 


CHEVALIER  BOWNESS  &  BOWNESS, 

4a,  DUNCANNON  STREET,  CHARING  CROSS, 

(From  230,  STRAND  and  BELL  YARD.)         ESTABLISHED  200  TEARS. 

Maniifactiireis  of  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  CASTS,  FLIES,  k 

We  inyite  inspection  of  onr 

SALMON  FLIES,  tied  on  the  Premises. 
/rolled  and  Split-winged  TROUT  FLIES  in  every  Pattern. 

BOWNESS'S  "SOLITE"  FLY  RODS, 

In  Whole  Cane  or  Wood,  2  tops,  spear  and  bag  complete, 

SPECIALISTS  IN  ANIMAL,  FISH,  AND  BIRD  PRESERVING. 


Benetfink  &  Co. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 


BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 


A.SH  EODS,  ringed  and  winch  fitted  ... 
HICKOEY  EODS,  lift.,  2  tops  (1  long) 
HICKOEY  TEOLLING  EODS 
HICKOEY  GENEEAL  EODS 


  Sft,  2  5  ;  12ft.,  3  6. 

  8-. 

12ft.,  2  tops,  7  -  ;  Superior  ditto,  10  -. 
12ft.,  3  tops,  12  6:4  top-s  166. 


14ft.  ditto,  5  tops,  22  6. 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  EODS   12ft.,  2  tops,  9  6  ;  14ft..  14  6. 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  PUNT  EODS,  balanced  handle,  10ft ,  2  tops,  9  6  and  12  6. 

PIKE  CANE  EODS,  2  tops   12  6,  16  6,  18  6,  and  21  -. 

WHITE  EEED  EOACH  EODS    14ft.,  9  6 ;  16ft.,  lO  6 


NOTTINGHAM  REELS. 

Wi:hout  check,  ikin.,  1  3  :  3in.,  1  6  :  SJin.,  2  1 .       With  removable  check,  star 
tack,  3in  ,  3  3  ;  SJin.,  3  9;  4in.  4  9  ;  4iin  ,  5  9. 


A  Fine  Selection  of  DRY  FLIES. 

"  Tied  by  Holland."       Kept  in  stock. 
FINEST  UNDRAWN  TAPERED  GUT  CASTS,  3yds.,  1  -  each,  or  lO  -  doz. 
FINEST  UNDEAWN  TAPERED,  DEAWN  POINTS,  3yds.,  1  -  each,  or  10  -  doz. 
FINE  GUT  CASTS,  7d.  and  9d.  each. 


ILLUSTBATED   CATALOGUE  POST  FBEE. 


89,  90, 107,  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


"  The  Old  Favourite.  " 

k  MAX  GREGER'S 

CARLQWITZ 

SAFEST 
SOUNDEST 

Dinner  Wine, 

From  15  -  per  doz. 

Of  all  Wine  Merchants  and  Grocers. 


Sea  th.t  every  Cork  bears  the  brand  'MAX  GREGER." 
Without  it  the  Wine  is  not  Genuine. 


The  ITCHEN  RIVER 

TROUT  BREEDING  ESTABLISHMENT 

Supplies  all  Varieties  of  TROUT  for  STOCKING 

Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Ponds. 
EYED  OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  1-2,  and  3  YEAR  OLDS 

N.B. — These  fish  are  bred  from  ova  taken  from  wild  trout,  and  are 
raised  in  fenced  ofE  mns  of  this  river,  thus  they  are  fully  supplied  with 
natm-al  food  brought  down  by  the  stream,  and  therefore,  when  turned  out 
into  new  waters,  are  far  better  suited  to  find  their  own  food  than  the  general 
run  of  (hand  fed)  artificially  raised  trout. 

Address— V.  CORRIE,  Esq.,  CHILIANS,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 
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Y  BROS..  ALNWICK 


NORWAY,  SCOTCH,  AND  IRISH  FISHINGS. 

TfiA  ^^PIPI  ''^      Vi^^^^^'  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  the  supremacy  we  have 

1  iiv    1 1L<L<1/    achieved  as  Rod  Makers.        ^^^^  ^^"^     ^"  '^thorc  hnnoiocciu  hohimi " 


THE 


THE 


THE 


HARDY  RODS 
HARDY  RODS 
HARDY  ROD 


They  have  left  all  others  hopelessly  behind.' 


are  built  of  better  material,  and  better  jointed  than  any 
others,  and  carry  the  only  make  of  Lockfast  Joints 
(Hardy's  Patent)  which  have  ever  been  found  to  be  of 
any  practical  value.    100,000  are  in  use. 

are  fitted  with  all  Messrs.  Hardy's  Patent  Improvements 
in  Joints,  Winch  Fittings,  Rings,  Spears,  &c.,  which 
cannot  be  used  by  any  other  firm. 


are  better  and  more  carefully  balanced  than  any  others. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  Champion  Fly  Caster  in  both  Salmon 
and  Trout  Classes,  and  one  of  the  best  known  Anglers 
and  Experts,  carefully  views  and  tests  every  Rod  in 
different  stages  of  manufacture.    No  other  make  has  this  advantage. 


The  TRUE  ECONOMY  is:  Have  "HARDY'S."  Have  no  other.  Have  them  because  they  are  acknowledged 
the  Best.  They  are  NOT  the  lowest  priced,  as  the  markets  are  flooded  with  inferior  imitations  of 
HARDY'S  RODS.   But  they  are  the  best,  and  will  give  you  satisfaction  and  pleasure  in  your  sport. 

PATTERNS  FOR  SALMON— The  "Kelson,"  18ft.;  The  ♦'Hi=Regan,"  16ft.;  The  "Pennell,"  IMt.,  &c. 

(T      ^^    HDV  piv^^*'^  "  Halford  =  Priceless,"   10ft   Sin  ;   The  "Hall,"   10ft.  6in.  ;  The 
,,    CI  rout)    UKY  hLY  I  Pope,"  10ft.;  The  "Turle,"  lift  6in  ,  &c. 

WET  FLY— The  "Perfection,"  The  "Hotspur,"  The  "Alnwick,"  &c. 
For  SPINNING,  PRAWNING,  &c.— The  "Murdoch,"  The  "Badminton,"  The  "Holllngsworth,"  &c. 


ALUMINIUM 

BUXES. 

EYED  FLY  BOX  (Fig.  D,  Lined 

Special  Felt,  Tin.  x  3iin.  x  ^in.,  7s.  6(1. 
each  :  forceps,  Is.  3d.  extra. 

SALMON  FLY  BOX,  to  hold  30 

double  or  single  flies,  7in.  x  3  jin.  X  ^in., 
10s.  9d.  each. 

PRAWNING  BOX,  to  hold  two 

spare  tackles  and  six  prawns  or 
phantoms,  &e.,  7in.  x  3^in.  x  |in. 

GENERAL  BOX  &  CAST  CASE, 

c.,  7in.  X  3|in.  x 
postage  3d.  extra. 


Fig.  1. 


mi 


London  Branch :  61,  PALL  MALL ; 

MANCHESTER  BRANCH :  12  to  14,  MOULT  STREET ;  EDINBURGH  BRANCH ;  S,  SOUTH  ST.  DAVID  STREET. 
VS-  LARGE  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  FREE ! ! 


June  25,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


483 


Whatstandwell,  anglers  have  been  numerous,  and  the 
fishing  has  been  satisfactory.  Some  good  baskets  have 
been  made  on  the  Holmesford  lengths,  and  also  on  the 
Matlock  Association  waters  between  the  Lea  Hurst  woods 
and  Matlock  Bath.  Higher  up  the  river,  by  the  Dale 
bridge,  and  on  the  Darley  reaches  (upper  and  lower)  very 
fair  sport  has  been  had,  and  several  good  creels  have  been 
made.  Between  Eowsley  Bridge,  Calton  Woods,  Beeley, 
and  Chatsworth  Park,  south  lodge,  there  has  been  a 
goodly  number  of  anglers,  most  of  whom  have  done  fairly 
well ;  and  on  the  Chatsworth  Park  and  Baslow  waters 
sport  has  been  good,  and  some  excellent  baskets  have 
been  made.  Higher  up,  by  Calver,  Stoke,  and  on  the  well- 
preserved  waters  of  the  Hathersage  AngUog  Associa- 
tion, some  capital  lots  of  fine  fish  have  been  killed, 
and  the  fishing  on  those  lengths  La?  during  the 
past  week  been  very  satisfactory.  The  adjoining  reaches 
between  Sicleholme,  Bamford,  Yorkshire  Bridge, 
Ashopton,  and  Derwent  village,  have  had  numerous 
visitors,  principally  Yorkshire  and  Manchester  anglers, 
who  have,  as  a  rule,  met  with  fair  success.  Indeed, 
angling  generally  La3  during  the  week  been  good  on  most 
of  the  fishing  lengths  of  the  Derwent.  There  has  been  an 
average  number  of  anglers  on  the  Wye,  and  the  skilful 
ones  have  done  well  on  most  parts  of  the  river.  Some 
good  baskets  have  been  made  on  the  Miller's  and  Monsal- 
dale's  lengths,  and  on  the  Ashford  reaches  several  nice  lots 
'of  fish  have  been  taken.  The  fuU  number  of  rods  have 
been  out  on  the  Rowsley  and  Bakewell  waters,  and  sport 
there  has  been  sitisfactory,  some  good  baskets  having 
been  made.  There  have  been  a  few  anglers  on  the 
Lathkill  and  Bradford  streamg,  who  have  had  fair 
success,  but  no  very  large  creels  seem  to  have 
been  made.  The  weeds  in  places  interfere  greatly  with 
the  angling.  Fly  fishing  on  most  pirts  of  the  Dove  has 
been  good.  On  the  open  and  private  lengths  of  the 
lower  Dove — couth  of  Norbury — several  excellent  catches 
have  been  made,  and  good  baskets  have  been  made  on  the 
middle  reaches.  On  the  Dovedale  waters  angling  con- 
tinues satisfactory,  and  several  oipital  lots  of  nice  sized 
fish  have  been  taken,  whilst  on  the  Beresford  and 
Haitlngton  lengths  some  good  baskets  have  been  made. 
The  neighbouring  Manifold  has  in  places  furnished 
excellent  spjrt,  particularly  in  the  private  waters. 
Thunder  showers  on  Tuesday  disturbad  several  of  the 
stiPims,  but  they  have  mostly  recovered,  and  are  now  in 
excellent  condition  for  fly  fishing.  Angling  prospects  are 
good,  and  now  is  the  time  for  anglers  to  visit  Derbyshire 
streams. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  coarse  fishing  season  in  the  Fen  district  has  opened 
most  auspiciously.  For  the  most  part  fine  weather  has 
prevailed  since  its  inauguration,  and  a  large  number  of 
anglers  have  daily  been  seen  on  the  banks  of  the  various 
watercourses.  In  the  Boston  district  fishermen  have 
principally  directed  their  attention  to  bream  and  roach, 
and  bags  weighing  up  to  101b.  and  121b.  have  bean  made. 
Subscribers  to  the  Forty-foot  and  other  waters  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Black  Sluice  Commissioners  have  been 
taking  large  quantities  of  eels,  and  one  bag  of  9Jlb.  con- 
tained specimens  weighing  IJlb.  and  Ijlb.  respectively. 
There  has  been  much  complaining  in  recent  seasons  of  the 
annoyance  caused  by  these  fish — which  literally  swarm  in 
the  rivers — to  roach  fishermen,  and  the  commissioners  are 
being  urged  to  permit  other  methods  of  capture  than  by 
rod  and  line.  The  prospects  on  both  the  Witham  and 
Welland  are  reported  to  be  extremely  good,  and  angling  is 
now  becoming  general. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  the  opening  day  for  coarse  fish  the  river  Hull  has 
fished  well,  and  some  very  good  catches  of  roach  and  dace 
have  been  made  in  the  top  stretches,  and  at  the  beck  ends 
several  good  takes  of  perch  have  been  had  with  worm.  A 
few  odd  trout  and  pike  have  also  been  met  with  during 
the  week  of  fair  size.  Roach  and  dace  are  also  freely 
taking  both  paste  and  maggot  in  the  lower  waters  at  Hull 
Bridge,  Figham,  Cicey,  and  Dunswell,  where  dace  up  to 
!)oz.  have  been  taken.  The  Navigation  A.S.  have  fished  a 
match  oa  Minto  Flatts,  Mr.  J.  W.  Simmonds  heading 
the  prize  winnsrs  with  2Ib.  3oz.,  Messrs.  J.  Woodhall  and 
R.  Walmsley  running  him  very  close,  with  21b.  2oz.  each, 
for  secocd  and  third  prizes.  The  City  A.S.  also  fished  a 
match  at  Weelferry,  Mfssrs.  B.  Robinson,  8.  Davies, 
and  J.  Barr  taking  the  first  three  prizes.  The  Albert, 
Central,  and  Hull  Butchers'  Angling  Societies  each  fish  a 
match  on  the  Hull,  to-day  (June  25),  the  former  at  Weel, 
:ind  the  next  two  at  Swing  Bridge  and  Arram  respectively. 
At  theadjournedcoancilmeetingof  the  Hull  Amalgamated 
A.A.  the  conditions  were  drawn  up  and  submitted  for 
the  guidance  of  the  respective  club  teams  in  the  forth- 
coming members'  match  of  the  association,  relative  to  the 
Hull  Timt's  challenge  trophy,  to  be  competed  for,  which 
trophy  has  been  presented  by  the  proprietor  of  that  paper 
to  encourage  the  art  of  angling  in  the  city,  the  amalga- 
mation also  supplementing  it  by  presenting  a  gold  medal 
to  each  of  the  winning  team  each  year.  The  chairman 
also  reported  as  to  the  arrangements  that  had  been  made 
relative  to  the  netting  of  fish  in  the  Stoneferry  reservoirs, 
to  be  transferred  to  the  river  Hull.  The  next  councU 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  on  July  6. 
The  Wilfholme  A.A.'s  first  annual  athletic  sports  will 
take  pliica  at  Wilfholme,  on  July  9,  full  particulars  of 
which  can  be  obtained  of  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  C.  Gamwell, 
at  the  Sandringham  Hotel,  Paragon-street,  HuU.  Sport 
on  the  river  Aneholme  is  reported  very  good,  and  during 
the  present  week  several  of  our  local  societies  will  fish 
their  matches  on  it,  including  the  West  Hull,  Universal, 
Wednesday,  and  East  Hull  Societies,  the  latter  f  s">ing 
their  match  to-day  (Saturday)  at  Brandy  Wath,  where  the 
river  is  repoi  ted  to  be  alive  with  large  bream  and  roach. 
On  Saturday  last  the  River  Hull  A.S.  held  their  annual 
angling  match  (open  to  all  comers)  on  the  Aneholme,  at 


Ferriby  Sluice,  when  about  300  anglers  and  their  friends 
were  conveyed  from  tha  Victoria  Pier,  Hull,  down  the  river 
Humber,  calling  at  New  HoUani  for  a  contingent  of  the 
New  Holland  A.S.,  by  steamer  to  the  sluice,  and  on  their 
arrival  214  of  the  anglers  entered  the  contest,  which  was 
of  about  two  and  a  half  hours'  duration,  and,  taking  into 
consideration  that  a  strong  north-wejterly  wind  was 
blowing,  the  takes  of  fish  were  fairly  good.  Mr.  E. 
Fisher  secured  the  first  prize  with  31b.  lOJoz. ;  Mr.  A. 
Downsworth,  second,  with  lib.  lojoz  ;  Mr.  R.  Robson, 
third,  with  lib.  lOoz. ;  and  Mr.  John  Daddy,  fourth,  with 
lib.  9oz. ;  and  on  Siturday  next,  July  2,  the  Albion  A.A. 
will  hold  their  annual  open  angling  match  at  the  same 
place,  the  excursion  being  by  the  same  steamboat.  Reports 
during  the  week  from  both  the  river  Ludd  and  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  have  been  very  good,  and  from  the 
former  a  trout  of  31b.  8o2.  was  taken  on  the  16tb. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society  decided  their  first 
contest  on  Saturday  last,  at  Blackley,  about  eighty 
members  taking  part.  Twenty  prizes  were  offered,  but 
only  eleven  were  won,  the  remainder  being  deferred  until 
J uly  9.  Mr.  T.  Driver  acted  as  referee,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned,  and  all  did  ample  justice  to  a  good 
spread  at  headquarters  afterwards.  The  following  is  the 
otKoial  list  of  prize  winners  :  J.  Hamnett,  J.  Greenwood, 
J.  Johnson,  W.  Thompson,  P.  Longworth,  J.  Rose,  M. 
Thompson,  W.  Prescott,  jun.,  G.  Longworth,  J.  Hamilton, 
G.  Whittingham.  The  first  open  match  in  the  Worsley 
Canal  fishery  for  the  present  season  was  fished  last 
Saturday  at  Astley.  This  event  is  an  annual  one,  and 
generally  decided  much  later  on,  but  despite  this 
fact  there  was  a  good  entry,  the  following  being 
the  otiicial  list  of  winners :  J.  Makin,  J.  Radcliffe, 
J.  Broomhead,  jun.,  R.  Pendlebury,  W.  Makin,  J.  Alcock, 
E.  Calland,  P.  Unsworth,  A.  Makin.  The  Liverpool  East 
End  Angling  Association  have  entered  a  team  for  the 
Bridgwater  Challenge  Shield  Competition.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  our  seaport  anglers  have  entered,  but  they 
can  be  trusted  to  give  a  good  account  of  themselves,  being 
skilful  and  enthusiastic.  The  open  event  announced  for 
July  2  at  Monton  Green,  in  the  Worsley  Canal  fishery, 
is  cancelled.  It  is  with  great  regret  that  this  step  has 
been  taken  by  the  prom  Dter,  but  it  cannot  be  helped.  Our 
men  who  are  in  the  habit  of  fishing  either  at  Dogdjke 
or  Llanymynech  may,  perhaps,  be  interested  in  the 
following  reports :  At  both  places  the  water  is 
in  good  condition ;  but  not  so  the  fish.  At  the 
former  place  the  roach  are  in  full  spawn,  and 
last  week-end  dead  off.  Perhaps  the  best  basket  in 
evidence  was  that  of  Mr.  Geo.  Wilde,  Bolton,  who  had 
some  nice  roach  and  one  good  perch.  At  the  latter  place 
there  are  few  visitors,  and  only  an  occasional  good  basket 
is  reported  ;  but  better  sport  should  be  obtained  this  week, 
as  the  weather  generally  is  more  favourable.  The  Liver- 
pool Bast  End  Aughng  Association  were  out  at  Molling- 
ton,  on  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  on  the  19th.  All 
contestants  caught  fish,  but  Mr.  Isaac  Smith  secured 
first  honours.  The  report  from  this  city  includes  an  item 
from  Rossett,  that  bith  the  Alyn  and  Dee  are  disappoint- 
ing their  patrons.  Some  of  our  men  are  doing  well  in 
various  Iparts  of  the  Wyre,  and  local  canals,  reservoirs, 
and  pits  are  yielding  well,  Mr.  Constable  taking  some 
very  fine  roach  from  the  waters  of  the  Kingfisher  Angling 
Society.  A  good  entry  from  this  county  has  been  secured 
for  the  N.A.A.  match  to-day. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

No  stronger  proof  of  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season  could  be  furnished  than  the  reports  to  hand  of  the 
doings  of  our  clubs.  The  old  Standard  A.S.  successftdly 
fished  their  maiden  match  on  the  18th  and  19th,  at 
Strines,  with  the  following  result  in  order  of  merit : 
W.  Chadwick,  H.  Street,  F.  Kennedy,  P.  Holt,  W.  Beard, 
J.  Cashmore,  J.  Black,  Vignerot,  W.  Lund,  C.  Neal,  W. 
Clark,  M.  Plant,  T.  Parker,  A.  Underwood.  Mr.  W. 
Taylor  gave  entire  satisfaction  as  referee.  To-morrow,  in 
addition  to  the  matches  already  noted,  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge  A.S.  are  due  at  Strines  to  fish  their  first 
contest.  The  members  are  noted  for  the  8.40  train,  so 
intend  to  get  their  business  over  quickly  and  early.  The 
Baldwin  A.S.  have  decided  to  fish  their  first  match  on 
July  2t,  at  Althorpe ;  the  prize  list  is  a  gojd  one. 
The  Merry  Anglers  visited  Althorpe  on  the  19th  to 
fis'u  their  first  match,  but  only  had  moderate  sport. 
The  prizes  were  won  in  the  following  order  :  Geo.  E. 
Yates,  T.  Lynch,  B.  Marshall,  G.  Lunt,  W.  Skinner, 
F.  J.  Pearce,  J.  Wagstaff,  R.  Harrison,.  A  perusilof  the 
prize  list  discloses  the  fact  that  G.  Yates  added  to  his 
stock  of  blankets,  and  B.  Marshall  his  stock  of  boots  ; 
there  appears  no  chance  of  getting  friend  Yates  out  of 
the  heavy  woollen  business,  and  friend  JlarshaU  is  dead 
on  the  leather  trade.  The  County  Palatine  Angling 
Association  are  to  be  further  strengthened  by  the  oldest 
club  in  Pendleton,  viz.,  the  Pendleton  Angling  Society, 
who  recently  celebrated  a  jubilee.  They  are  a  sportsman- 
like body  of  men,  and  will  be  of  service  to  the  CP. A. A. 
Very  little  is  heard  of  several  of  our  very  old  clubs.  Are 
they  going  to  be  content  with  taking  a  back  seat  ?  Let 
us  be  healing  of  their  doings. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A  few  good  catches  of  roach  and  bream  have  been 
obtained  on  private  water  during  the  last  few  days.  On 
the  ItHh  a  nice  lot,  weighing  1131b.,  was  taken  by  two 
rods.  The  largest  bream  was  41b.  Very  little  has  yet 
been  done  on  any  of  the  pubUc  waters,  as  the  fish  are  not 
sufficiently  recovered  from  spawning.  In  some  parts  cf 
the  county  they  are  still  on  the  broads,  to  which  they  go 
for  spawning  purposes.  Fishing  on  the  Little  Ouse,  at 
Thetford,  Messis.  F.  N.  Sutton  and  Randall  caught  sixty- 
seven  nice  dace  and  chub  with  fly  on  Saturday.  The  fish 
were  taking  the  "  ohovies,"  a  small  kind  of  cockchafer. 


and  took  a  Coch-y-bondhu  as  the  substitute.  The  waters 
of  this  district  are  all  in  splendid  condition,  and  gool 
sport  may  be  anticipated  shortly. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  fairly 
satisfactory  for  anglers,  and  quite  a  small  army  of  rodeters 
left  the  cutlery  city  on  Saturday  to  wreak  havoc  amongst 
the  finny  tribes  of  the  Fens,  all  of  them  being  anxious  ti 
get  to  their  sport  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  opening  of 
the  coarse  fishing  season.  A  goodly  number  journeyed  t  j 
Brigg,  where  bream  furnished  the  majority  of  them  with 
very  good  sport,  whilst  dace  and  roach  helped  to  swell  the 
takes  of  very  many  anglers.  During  the  past  few  months 
the  commissioners  of  the  Aneholme  have  been  paying 
considerable  attention  to  the  stream  at  Brigg,  and  a  good 
number  of  roach,  bream,  tench,  and  dace  have  been  turned 
into  the  water,  the  last  consignment  of  tench  being 
delivered  on  Thursday.  The  neighbourhood  of  Boston 
received  a  large  number  of  visitors,  and  the  greater  portion 
of  anglers  were  satisfied  with  the  sport  they  met  with 
amongst  roach  ii  the  Mount  Pleasant  Drain.  The  fish 
took  the  bait  with  a  commendable  amount  of  eagerness, 
and  were  nearly  all  in  prime  condition.  Between  the 
bridges,  at  Bardney,  bream  has  provided  the  best  sport, 
several  fishermen  having  experienced  a  pleasant  day's 
outing  with  them.  For  those  anglers  who  have  been 
unable  to  get  very  far  away  from  home  the  canal  batwee:! 
Eckington  and  Staveley  has  furnished  some  first  rate 
fishing  amongst  roach.  Several  takes  of  good  sized  fish 
have  been  forthcoming,  and  shortly  the  water  will  be  much 
improved  by  having  the  weeds  cut,  as  in  many  places  they 
have  grown  too  thick  to  allow  of  comfortable  angling. 
Trout  fishing  in  the  Damflask  Reservoir  has  been  of  a 
gratifying  character,  as  a  goodly  number  of  weighty 
beauties  have  fallen  victims.  The  Flour  Mill  Dam  at 
Bradfield  has  fished  well  up  to  its  reputation,  whilst  thj 
river  Sheaf  has  afforded  pleasant  recreation,  with  moderat? 
catches,  for  a  fair  number  of  rodsters. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  past  seven  days  has  been  a  busy  time  among  tha 
anglers_  in  this  district ;  in  addition  to  the  numerous  club 
•>mpetitions,  there  has  been  a  great  number  of  rods  out, 
but  sport  has  not  been  very  brisk  in  any  quarter,  and  the 
chub  fisherman  has  had  the  best  of  it,  and  large  takes 
have  been  had  with  vamprey,  maggot,  and  fly,  of  the  latter 
a  large  white  tag  Red  Palmer  was  the  most  killing,  and  I 
have  just  seen  six  fish  weighing  lOJlb.,  taken  in  one  and  a 
half  hours — not  bad  sport  that.  Trout  have  not  come  well 
at  all  this  week ;  a  few  good  baskets  have  been  taken  in 
private  water  with  maggot  a,nd  worm,  but  in  our  rivers 
very  few  have  been  creeled,  and  the  only  fly  they  seemed 
to  fancy  was  the  Oil,  Blue  Dun,  and  Soldier  Palmer, 
in  fact,  on  the  Teme,  more  grayling  rose  to  the 
fly  than  trout,  but  those  taken  were  returned  to 
the  river,  for  they  are  far  from  being  in  condition. 
Club  members  turned  out  in  numbers  for  the  numerous 
outings  that  took  place  on  Sunday  and  Monday  last,  bnt 
there  were  no  big  catches  made  by  any  of  them  ;  bnt  the 
rivers  are  all  so  low  and  clear  that  such  could  not  be 
expected,  and  in  certain  districts  only  one  variety  of  fish 
seemed  to  be  on  the  feed.  The  Worcester  United  fished 
the  Severn  at  Severn  Stoke,  and  their  takes  were  chiefly 
dace.  The  York  House  Club  fished  the  Severn  at  Lench- 
ford,  and  their  prizes  were  all  taken  with  roach,  Mr. 
McKinnon  taking  first  prize ;  Mr.  Ivens,  second ;  Jas. 
Loxley,  third;  Mr.  Sheppey  taking  special  for  "Daddy 
Ruffs,"  of  which  he  had  a  legion.  The  Berkeley  Arms 
Club  went  to  Twyning  Fleet,  on  the  Avon,  nearly  every 
fish  taken  being  bream,  some  of  them  good  size.  First 
prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Stanton;  second,  H.  Knight;  third,  A. 
Martin ;  fourth,  Blackburn ;  fifth,  Blackburn.  The  Sabrina 
Club  turned  out  very  strongly,  and  made  quite  a  show  as 
the  brakes  moved  through  the  town.  They  fished  the 
Teme  at  Martley,  and  host  Bowers,  of  the  Admiral 
Rodiiey,  had  something  to  do  to  supply  them  with  both 
liquids  and  solids.  They  evidently  were  bent  on  enjoy- 
ment in  other  ways  than  fishing,  and  they  did  so.  Strange 
to  say,  nearly  all  the  fish  taken  were  reach,  which  is  some- 
what unusual  in  this  river.  The  winner  of  first  prize  was 
W.  Holder;  second,  F.  Champkius;  third,  C.  Abbatt ; 
fourth,  J.  Jones ;  fifth,  A.  W.  Cale ;  sixth,  J.  Lewis  ■ 
seventh,  F.  Fudger;  eighth,  J.  Mealing;  ninth,  C.  Lewis' 
Mr.  F.  Champkins  taking  special  prize  for  heaviest  fish! 
It  was  a  very  enjoyable  outing  altogether.  Salmon  fishing 
has  fallen  off  badly  this  week,  and  prices  are  good.  Eels 
are  running  freely,  and  many  anglers  are  ledgering  for 
them  and  having  excellent  sport. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  fairly  decent  panniers  have  been  made  on  Vork- 
shire  streams  during  the  past  few  days.  The  May  Fly 
has  made  its  appearance,  and  the  fish  are  taking  them  very 
nicely.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  captured  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent ;  but  in  this  district  cold 
north-east  winds  have  had  a  detrimental  effest.  Regard- 
ing the  lower  reaches,  more  sun  is  also  needed.  In  the 
vicinity  of  East  Collingwith  fish  are  abundant,  whilst  at 
Stamford  Bridge  some  fairly  large  chub  have  been  secured. 
In  the  East  Ridina;  streams  trout  are,  I  hear,  somewhat 
Ecaice.  On  the  Urethe  May  Fly  has  not  been  particularly 
successful  as  yet,  and  fishermen  have  done  better  with 
Partridge  and  Orange  and  Greenwell's  Glory.  In  the 
vicinity  of  Ripon  the  streams  are  well  stocked,  whilst 
at  Boroughbridge,  chub,  barbel,  and  roach  apptar  to  be 
plentiful.  Here  the  worm  has  been  most  successful.  Up 
to  Tuesday  the  Swale  has  been  bright  and  clear,  and 
trouting  has  consequently  been  attended  with  poor  success. 
On  the  Wharfe,  Orange  Partridge,  Yellow  Dun,  Brown 
Owl,  and  Poult  have  been  most  used.  Trout  are  plentiful 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tadcaster,  and  some  good  baskets 
have  been  taken.  Low  and  bright  water  has  militated 
against  the  success  of  Nidderdale  fishermen,  but  good 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[June  25,  1898 


ORBIT 


99 


Tins  mnti  Packets  Ontym 


TADDY  &  CO.,  45,  Minories,  London,  E. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 

MTDRAL  BAIT? 

UNSURPASSED  FOR  ALL  FISH  which 
will  take  a  PASTE  BAIT.  Is  used  by 
the  leading-  Anglers  of  the  day  with  the 
greatest  success. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets, 
3d.,  6d,,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker  —  WM.  KING, 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswicli  (lata  l.'S?, 
Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 


New  Edition.    Now  ready.    Price,  cloth,  2.s.  ed. , 
bv  post  'i.s.  lOd. 

SE.\SIDE  WATERING  PL.VOES,  describin<,' 
■2oS  Holiday  Eesort.s  oq  our  Coasts,  the 
Channel  Island.?,  and  the  Isle  of  Man,  enabling 
anyone  to  decide  where  to  go  for  llie  Holidays. 
Illustrated  and  with  Map. 
London:  L.  Upcott  Gill,  170.  Strand,  W.C. 

FIRST  AID  TO  THE  SMILER. 

Now  Ready.    Price  1/- 

A  FEW  SIYIILES. 

By  W.  CARTER  FI.ATTS. 

Angling  Editor  of  the  I'w/.siiire  W(Mi/  Post. 
Author  of  "The  Tuttlehury  Tales," 
"  Angling  Done  Here,"  &c. 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  Use.    Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz 

SooTH's  Five-Joint  Ba^boh 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8o.  c^om^ 

lift.,  anake  rings,  winch    flttings,  lancewood 
top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  4 Jd.  extra. 
Balanced  handle.  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  nse  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it."— Marston,  FiSHiNO  Gazette,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balano* 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  anake  nags,  brazed, 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag  about  12oz.,  price 
5s.  4d.,  lOJf t, ;  6s.  lOd. ,  lift,   carriage  6d.  extr». 

BASGAIHS. 

Salmon  Qut,  Uin.,  4s.  6d.;  fine  llrst  qnalit; 
andrawn  gut,  20in.,  3s.  lid.;  18in.,  3s.  8d.;  ISin. 
28.  2d.,  ISiu.  XXXZ.  Drawn  Gut,  3b.  lid.  per  190 

FISHING    ROD    MAKER.  HULL. 


Wm.  BLACKLAWS  &  Son, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Eod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCABSIZTB  O'Neill.  N.B. 

PaironiBed  by  Royalty  and  the  leaddng 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 


Extracts  from  First  Press  Notices : 

"Abetter  shillingsworth  of  fenuine  humour  i 
would  be  hard  to  imagine.  The  fishing  stories 
beat  all  former  records." — Eaatem  baily  Press. 

"Just  the  book  to  read  on  the  hank  of  the  river 
on  a  lazy  June  day." —  'Halcyon,"  in  Lee.d 
ilerciiry  Supplement. 

"  Full  of  ingenious  luimour,  fresh,  spontaneous, 
and  irresistible." — Yorksld-'-e  Weekly  Post. 

"Revels  with  excellent  fun."  —  Birmingham 
Gazette. 

"  Absurdly  funny  .  .  .  include  some  of  the 
drollest  (stories)  of  their  kind." — Yorkshire  Post. 

"The  fun  is  genuinely  based  on  a  study 
character. " — Scolsm  in . 


Every  Angling  Baquislte— Flies  toi 
British.  Coltimbia  •  BpeolAlity. 


At  all  Boo'k.'<ellers  and  Bookstalls, 

Or  Post  Free  (Is.  2Jd.)  from  the  Anolino  Editor 

Yorksliire  /'ii.<f,  Leeds. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

MB.  HENBT  OOXON'S  (representative  of 
the  Fishing  Oazette  and  the  Field)  new  and 
splendidly  illustrated  work,  "  A  MODESN 
TBEATISE  ON  PEACTIOAL  GOABSE  FISB 
ANGLING:  HOW  TO  CATCH  FISH,"  has  now 
reached  its  third  edition,  and  this  since  Christmas. 
No  such  practical  book  on  angling  was  ever 
written,  and  its  contents  have  been  higbij 
extolled  by  aU  the  leading  angling  and  other 
■sporting  papers  in  the  British  Isles.  Send  for 
copy. 

Price  Is.  2d.,  postage  free. 
WALTON  VILLA,  WEST  BBIDGFOBD, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 

Scribner's  Magazine. 


JUNE,  1898. 


Georqe  WASHINGTON.  Engraved  by  T.  Johnson 
irom  the  "  Gibbs-Ohan.ng  Portrait,"  by 
Gilbert  Stuart. 

Undergraduate  Life  at  Va.ssab.  Illnstritions 

by  Orson  Lowell. 
Qulistan.   a  Poem. 

Mis 3  Jones  and  the  Masterpiece.  A  Story. 

A  New  York  Day — Morning.  On  the  Ferry- 
Breakfast  —  Downtown  tide  of  Elevated 
Station— The  Morning  Note.  Drawings  by 
C.  D.  Gibson. 

Seaside  Plbasorb  Grounds  for  Cities.  Illus- 
trations by  Walter  Appleton  Clark. 

Bed  BOCK.  With  illustration  by  B.  West 
Clinediust. 

The  SrORY  of  the  Eevolution,  Fabius. 
Illustrated  with  drawings  by  Howard  Pyle, 
E.  C.  Peixotto,  F.  0.  Yohn,  H.  W.  Ditzler, 
and  with  portraits  and  documents. 

The  Workers- The  West.  IV.  A  Factory 
Hand.  Illustrations  drawn  from  life  by 
W.  B.  Leigh. 

The  Writing  in  the  Dust.   A  Poem. 

The  King's  Jackal.  Full-page  llustration  by 
Charles  Dana  Gibson. 

The  Mystery  op  May.  A  Poem. 

Anton  Seidl. 

A  Group  or  War  Maps.  The  United  States 
Coast,  the  West  Indies,  and  the  Western 
Atlantic— the  North  Atlantic — Cuba. 


The  Point 
Culture. 


The  Field  of  Art. 
and  the  Summer. 


OF   View.     Music  and  General 
The  Landscape  Painters 


London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 
Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Petter-lane,  E.G. 


CLOTH   BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

OAN  BB  HAD  AT  TEE 

Publishing  Office,  Bream's  Buildings,  B.C. 


F.  SCHUTTE, 

Sporting  Tailor  and  Breeches  Maker, 

26,  MADDOX  ST  ,  LOND.,  W- 


THE  NIMROO  SPORTING  COAT 

(patented  as  the  Improved  Sporting  Coal)  sur- 
passes in  practical  utility  and  comfort  all  sport- 
ing coats  hitherto  invented.  It  marks  a  complete 
innovation  in  the  art  of  waterproofing,  certain 
portions  of  the  coat  only  bsiog  waterproofed, 
leaving  others  free  for  ventilation,  sanitary 
principles  beingprimarily  considered.  Yoked  front 
and  back,  having  a  double  strap  which  secures 
that  the  fulness  shall  be  at  tlie  back  and  hipp, 
leaving  the  front  perfectly  plain. 


Telephone 

Nos. 
2622  and 
5345. 


Telegraphic 
Address : 

"Fish-hook, 
London." 


CROOKED  LAISSE,  LONDO!^  BRIDGE, 
1,  BURY  STREET,  ST.  JAMES'. 

SOLE  MANUFACTURERS  t^e"HALFORD"  DRY  FLY  LINE. 

Dressed  under  the  Air  Pump  in  Pure  Boiled  Oil. 
The  Larg-est  Stock  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Requisites  in  London. 


June  25,  1898] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


485 


pport  has  bsen  experienced  on  the  Dove  and  Hodge  at 
Kirbymoorside.  The  May  Fly  and  Grey  Drake  are  being 
used,  and  the  fish  appear  to  tike  them  readily.  In  the 
Pickering  Beck  trout  up  to  IJlb.  have  been  landed,  and 
nice  Cliches  of  grayling  are  also  reported  bebw  the  mill. 
Very  little  ha^  been  done  on  the  Foes  at  York,  which  is 
rapiJly  becoming  choked  with  weeds.  Dace  are  plentiful 
in  the  Ouse,  but  roach  are  scircely  worth  taking.  Maggot, 
and  piste  have  proved  the  most  useful  biits.  On  Tnesdiy 
heavy  rain  fell  almost  incessantly,  and  should  the  weather 
turn  fine,  prospects  will  have  undergone  great  improve- 
ments ere  these  notes  appear. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.N. — Greville  Fennell's  "Book  of  the  Roach"  has 
been  out  of  print  for  many  yeara. 

Bald-headed  Novice.— The  halibut  (Hippoglossus 
vulgaris)  and  the  turbot  (Rhombua  maxim  us)  a,r0  qnile 
distinct  members  of  the  Pleuronectidse.  The  turbot  is  a 
round  flat  fish,  the  halibut  is  an  elongated,  oval,  flat 
fiih— more  like  a  sole  in  shape.  The  halibut  grows  to  an 
enormous  size.  Buckland  mentions  some  of  over  2cwt.,  and 
a  little  over  301b.  as  a  weight  occasionally  attained  by  the 
turbot,  the  most  common  size  being  from  51b.  to  101b. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


SCOTTISH  TROUT  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Sir, — Sportsmen  in  Scotland  are  greatly  indebted  to 
Tcu  for  the  very  tangible  proof  you  have  given  of  your 
goodwill  towards  the  new  Trout  Anglers'  Association,  by 
your  generous  gift  of  1000  copies  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
containing  the  report  of  |the  highly  tu  jcessful  inaugural 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  Ediabnrgb. 

That  this  association  has  come  to  stay,  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fact  that  arrangements  are  b  sing  made  by  the 
Lon.  secretary,  Mr.  Andrew  Smith,  for  another  public 
meeting,  to  be  held  this  time  in  Glasgow.  The  date,  I 
believe,  is  Tuesday,  the  28th  inst.,  and  Sir  Herbert  Max- 
well is  to  be  present  to  deliver,  we  may  hope,  another 
irsoiring  speech. 

By  and  bye,  I  daresay  the  association  may  see  its  way 
to  cross  the  Tay  to  meet  its  many  friends  in  the  north  ; 
lut,  meantime,  if  (ha  west  joins  hands  with  the  east,  the 
association  will  really  be  invincible  from  its  representative 
character. 

Doubtless,  Mr.  Smith  will  forward  to  you  an  autbenti- 
cited  copy  of  the  constitution  andobjects  of  the  "  Scottish 
Trout  Anglers'  Association ;"  but  Mr.  B.  M.  Tod  is 
light  when  he  insists  upon  the  primary  importance  of  two 
points  in  particular  being  taken  ia  hand  without  delay, 
viz.  :  (1)  The  securing  of  a  close  time,  and  (2)  the  pre- 
vention of  poaching. 

Nothing  was  more  annoying  than  to  find  that  the 
magnificent  petition  of  over  10,000  signatures,  presented 
to  Parliament  last  year  in  favour  of  Sir  Herbert  Max- 
well's Close  Time  Bill,  was  nullified  by  the  wanton 
'■  block  "of  an  Irish  member.  Ard  this  in  spite  of  the 
fact — as  shown  by  the  Lord  Advocate's  answer  to  a 
question  put  by  Sir  Herbert  last  week— that  the  Govern- 
ment are  favourable  to  the  measure  ! 

If  they  are,  may  we  not  venture  to  ask,  Why  such 
impotence  ?  Surely  a  strong  Government  might  easily 
promot  e  and  carry  a  Bill  so  much  in  consonance  with  the 
i?esire_of  those  best  acqainted  with  the  subject. 

We  in  the  north  have  been  strangely  indifferent  to  the 
e\ils  of  trout  poaching  in  time  past.  There  has  arisen 
quite  recently,  however,  a  hopeful  public  sentiment 
regarding  this  matter,  which  sentiment,  I  believe,  really 

0  ves  its  origin  to  ths  instituting  of  the  Trout  Anglers' 
A  ssociation.  More  power  to  them  !  Here  and  there 
f  Iready  local  meetings  are  being  held  to  take  steps  to  put 
down  netting,  salmon  roe  fishing,  and  other  nefarious 
customs^    It  is  high  time  I    But  bettjr  late  than  never. 

The  cheering  and  hopeful  aspect  of  the  desire  for  a  trout 
anglers'  association  lies  in  the  fact  that  at  last  there  is  a 
concensus  of  opinion  that  something  should,  nay,  must  be 
done. 

When  you  get  Scotchmen  to  concede  anything,  you  may 

1  0  sure  that  the  logical  outcome  is  action. 

Certainly  we  are  not  without  ample  proof  that  all  action 
taken  hitherto  towards  the  prevention  of  pollution,  or  for 
tbe  re-stocking  of  rivers,  has  met  with  a  tenfold  reward. 
We  may  confidently  look,  therefore,  for  the  Scottish 
Trout  An;lers'  AssDoiation  bringing  in  a  brighter  era  for 
lollowers  of  the  gentle  art  in  Scotland. 

So  many  Southerners  cross  the  Border  nowadays  to 
wander  by  our  lochs  and  streams,  that  I  am  persuaded 
some  of  them -R  ould  be  glad  to  become  members  of  our 
i.S80ciation. — I  am,  sir,  yours  sincerely, 

Edinburgh.    Duncan  Fbaser. 

NIGHT  FISHING  FOR  TROUT. 
D£AE  SlE. — I  fish  occasionally,  but  cinnot  commence 
until  7  to  7.30  p.m.  Is  there  a  law  to  prevent  my  doing 
so  after  sunset,  i.e.,  now  after  8.15  to  9.30  ?  I  have  been 
v/arned  by  an  angler  that  I  am  acting  contrary  to  law,  but 
I  could  not  get chapter  and  verse  "  for  it.  I  have  the 
usual  trout  licence  and  permit  from  the  riparian  owner. 
Again,  is  there  a  law  prohibiting  the  catching  of  pike  now, 
or,  at  any  other  time  of  the  year,  with  snap  hooks? 
They  can  be  had  out  here  in  certain  places  by  foul  hooking 
them  with  "  snaps."  I  should  say  it  would  be  very 
advantageous  to  get  them  out  of  a  trout  stream  by  any 
means.    This  (i.e.,  snapping)  is  declared  to  me  to  be 


illegal  also.  I  always  take  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  your 
advice  will  much  oblige.  Upper  Severn. 

[(I)  If  you  are  referring  to  waters  in  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board's  district,  you  must  abide  by  the  byelaws  of  the 
Board  and  the  rubs  of  the  owners  of  the  water  jou  fish 
In  soma  rivers  all  night  fishing  is  permitted.  (2)  By  per- 
mission of  the  owner  of  a  private  trout  water  you  can 
shoot,  or  snare,  or  snatch  pike ;  they  are  treated  as 
vermin. — Ed.]  _____ 

A  13lb,  carp  CAUGHT  IN  THE  ISLE  OP 
WIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — A  good  spfcimen  of  a  carp  was  captured  on 
very  fine  drawn  gut,  ou  June  17,  at  Brading,  I.W.  It 
weighed  131b.  This  is  a  remaikible  size  fish  for  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  nothing,  to  my  knowledge,  having  been 
previously  recorded  over  71b. — I  am,  sir,  yours  obediently. 

Taxidermist,  30,  Holyrood-  Percy  Wadham 

street,  Newport,  I.W. 

ANTEMOUSTIQUE. 

Dear  Sir, — We  notice  that,  by  a  printer's  error,  our 
"  Antemoustique  "  ha?  been  spelt  "  Antimno  jtique  "  in 
your  notice  of  the  13th  inst.  We  shall  feel  much  obliged 
if  you  would  have  this  corrected  in  your  next,  as  it  may  be 
a  cause  of  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  your  readers. — 
Yours  truly,  Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons. 

[We  tried  the  Antemoustique  the  other  evening,  when 
Midges  were  biting  other  people,  and  noticed  that  when 
they  settled  on  a  place  on  which  the  Antemoustique  had 
been  app'ied,  they  rolled  over  in  disgust,  and  flew  away 
without  b'ting.    It  is  very  pleasant  to  use. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  KESWICK. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  a  regular  subscriber  to  your  excellent 
paper,  I  thought  that  perhaps  you  might  render  a  little 
assistance  to  your  Keswick  readers  in  giving  publicity  to 
the  effort  they  are  making  to  improve  the  fishing.  We 
have  a  fair  stock  of  splendid  trout,  but  they  feed  mostly 
on  the  bottom,  and  visitors  who  do  not  know  their 
habits,  or  do  not  care  for  bottom  fishing,  get  very  little 
sport,  and  I  believe  that  many  of  our  visitors  are  so  fond 
of  the  Keswick  district  that  they  would  gladly  subscribe 
if  they  knew  that  a  genuine  effort  was  being  made  to 
improve  the  fishing. 

As  there  is  pollution  from  lead  mining  in  the  Greta,  we 
intend  spending  our  money  on  the  lakes  and  best  spawning 
grounds,  and  any  advice  which  your  experierca  may 
tusrgest  as  to  stocking,  &c.,  will  be  gratefully  received  by 
—Yours  respectfully,  H.  A.  Beadle. 

P.S. — I  may  state  that  this  movement  was  started  by 
myself  and  Mr.  H.  Dixon,  and  our  object  is  to  raise  about 
£60  per  annum,  and  spend  half  in  stocking  and  half  in 
watching.  Any  suggestion  as  to  best  breed  of  trout  to 
introduce  would  be  useful  at  present.  Derwentwater 
contains  red  fleshed  trout  up  to  about  7lb.,  a  few  pike 
(fewer  each  year)  up  to  201b.,  and  a  lot  of  perch  and  eels. 

[For  a  lake  we  should  recommend  Loch  Leven  trout  if 
they  have  not  been  tried,  as  they  rise  very  freely  on  Loch 
Leven  ;  but  of  course  that  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  is 
often  much  surface  food  on  Loch  Leven  (fly),  and  it  is  not 
a  deep  loch. — Ed.]   

MAN  ATTACKED  BY  A  PIKE  HA.S  TO  GO  TO 
THE  INFIRMARY,  AND  OTHER  IRISH  NOTES. 

Dear  Sir,— One  of  the  raisnns  d'etre  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  is  to  give  anglers  information  not  only  as  to  where 
they  ought  to  go,  but  also  as  to  where  they  ought  not  to 
go.  While  I  can  conscientiously  recommend  the  towns  of 
Castleblaney  and  Carrickmacross,  in  the  adjoining  county 
of  Monaghan,  as  stations  for  a  skilful  angler  (the  duffer 
had  better  stay  at  home,  for  the  trout  are  large  and  wary), 
I  cannot  do  as  much  for  the  town  of  Cavan.  There  are 
lakes  quite  close  to  the  town  that  abound  in  pika,  perch, 
rudd,  et  hoc  genus  omne,  but  you  must  drive  four  miles  or 
so  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  a  trout.  I  admit  that  Mr. 
Mercer,  the  resident  magistrate,  brings  large  baskets  of 
good  trout  into  the  town  occasionally,  but  if  he  does,  he 
has  t)  go  a  long  way  for  them,  about  ten  miles  from  the 
town.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  most  expart  dry- 
fly  fisher,  and  gets  his  flies  dressed  in  England.  I  know 
by  whom,  but  wild  horses  shall  not  drag  the  secret  out  of 
me.  Apropos  of  pike,  yesterday  I  went  from  this  to 
Ballywillan  Railway  Station,  about  fifteen  miles  from 
here,  and  walked  from  that  to  the  village  of  Finea.  There 
I  saw  the  renowned  Paddy  Clarke,  who  informed  me  that 
the  record  made  by  your  unknown  correspondent  and 
another  in  1S76,  bad  never  since  been  broken.  That  was  a 
glorious  day— a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  from  (he  south- 
west, broad  sheets  of  foam  running  down  Lough 
Sheelin,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  Finea, 
towards  Mount  Nugent,  six  miles  distant.  In  our  boat 
we  bad  twelve  fish,  weighed  by  Paddy  Clarke,  82Jlb. 
weight,  or  an  average  of  nearly  71b.  par  fish.  The  late' 
Mr.'  John  MacSheehy,  who  was  the  solicitor  for  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin,  had  G91b.  weight  in  his  boat ;  and 
Capt.  Coote,  of  Iver  Heath,  near  London,  had  551b. 
weight  in  his  boat. 

The  three  lots  were  laid  out  on  straw  in  Mrs.  Coyles' 
yard,  and  a  lovelier  lot  of  corpses  were  never  seen  in 
Finea. 

But  what  about  the  pike  ?  Bidding  Clarke  good 
bye,  I  stepped  into  Ned  Kiernan's  boat  to  be  rowed  down 
the  river  and  across  the  lower  lake  to  the  railway  station, 
when  we  were  shown  two  pike  that  had  been  killed  in  the 
upper  lake  on  a  copper  spoon  ;  one  appeared  to  be  about 
121b.,  the  other  over  201b.  They  looked  very  handsome 
&h,  green  and  gold.  They  should  have  baen  killed  last 
Christmas,  but  no  one  in  Ireland  ever  thinks  of  fishing 
for  pike  when  they  are  in  season. 

English  pike  fishers  would  confer  a  favour  on  us  by 
coming  over  in  "  their  thousands  "  to  reduce  the  number 
of  the  formidable  monsters  in  our  lakes  and  rivers. 


In  the  river  Barrow,  near  Carlow,  a  pike  attacked  a 
man,  who  was  shovelling  gravel  out  of  the  river.  The 
man  killed  it  with  a  blow  of  the  shovel.  It  weighed  361b. 
The  man  had  to  be  removed  to  the  infirmary,  as  the  calf 
of  his  leg  had  been  severely  g'sh-d  by  this  medium-sized 
pike. 

No  ;  Cavan  is  nit  a  good  station  for  an  angler,  it  ig  too 
far  from  the  trout  —Yours,  &c.,  Innish-Owen. 

THE  FLASHING  FLY  Rf)D. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  L.  B.  M.  Peters,  and  doubt- 
less many  other  anglers  who  are  troubled  with  the 
brilliancy  of  their  fly  rods,  may  satisfactorily  overcome 
the  difficulty  by  procuring  a  little  powdered  pumice  stone, 
mixing  it  with  water,  and  evenly  and  lightly  rubbing  the 
surface  of  the  varnish  with  the  paste,  applied  with  a  piece 
of  rag  or  sponge.  Care  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  th  it 
a  good  body  of  varnish  is  over  the  rod  and  wrappings,  or 
the  latter  may  be  roughened.  If,  however,  due  care  be 
used,  the  operation  is  quite  simple,  and  to  avoid  possibility 
of  damage,  a  couplj  of  thin  and  even  coats  of  varnish  may 
first  be  applied,  allowing  time  to  thoroughly  dry  each  coat, 

I  have  frequently  treated  some  of  my  rods  as  above 
described,  but  the  following  method  may  be  preferred  by 
some  anglers  : 

Thoroughly  cleanse  all  dirt  and  grease  from  the  rods, 
and  apply  a  coat  of  "  egg  shell  flatting  "  varnish.  This  has 
no  gloss,  and  makes  a_  very  nice  finish,  but  as  the  material 
is  not  intended  to  resist  the  influence  of  rough  weather,  a 
good  body  should  form  the  foundation  for  it.  'Two  thin 
coats  of  any  varnish  will  ba  found  far  more  satisfactory 
than  one  thick  coat. — Yours  faithfuUy, 

A.  Edward  Hobbr 
(Hon.  Sec.  Henley  Fisheries  Preservation 
Association). 

[Many  thanks  for  letter,  also  for  the  hairworm  (Oordius 
aquaticus).  It  was  sent  on  tousin  Hampshire,  and  remained 
alive,  and  finally  was  consigned  to  the  Itohen.  It  is  a  not 
uncjmmon  interesting  animal  like  an  animated  stout 
horsehair.  The  one  you  sent  was  a  fine  specimen.  Th's 
creature  doubtless  gave  rise  to  the  old  idea  that  horsehairs 
in  ponds  turned  to  eels. — Ed. J 

FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  the  letters  of  two  correspon- 
dents upon  this  subject,  and  I  find  that  "  W.  H."  and 
"  W.  G.  C."  have  had  very  different  experiences  ia  their 
visits  to  the  waters  in  the  Portmadoc  and  Criccieth  reigh- 
bourhood.s.  As  I  can  only  spaak  of  these  i  i  ^ers  and  lakes 
from  hearsay,  I  will  not  attempt  to  give  any  satisfactory 
answers  to  inquirers.  I  can,  however,  relate  my  personal 
experience  of  trout  fishing  in  several  Iskes  and  streams  ot 
Carnarvon  shire  and  Merionethshire  during  two  seasons. 

Last  year  I  spent  about  four  months  at  Llanberis, 
under  Snowdon,  and  I  fis'ied  all  the  available  waters 
frequently.  The  Seiont  river  rises  in  the  Pass  of  Llan- 
beris, forms  two  large  lakes,  and  runs  through  charming 
country  to  Carnarvon.  The  largest  of  the  lakes,  Llyn 
Padam,  is  free,  and  a  7s.  licence  covers  a  big  district  of 
streams  and  tarns.  Peris,  the  upper  lake,  holds  some 
very  big  trout,  which  rise  well  on  a  breezy  day.  The 
fishing  is  preserved  for  visitors  at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  but 
non-visitors  can  obtain  tickets  for  the  season  at  a  guinea. 
I  had  indifferent  sport  in  the  Seiont.  Fingerlings  swarm 
in  some  parts,  and  pull  one's  flies  to  pieces.  You 
may  half  fill  your  creel  in  an  hour  or  two  after  a 
spate,  but  the  ^Ib.  and  Jib.  treat  will  certainly  not 
preponderate.  Llyn  Cwm-Fynnon,  five  miles  from  Llan- 
beris, swarms  with  trout  about  ten  to  the  poucd;  and  yon 
can  catch  them  two  and  three  at  a  cast  on  a  warm,  windy 
day.  Llydiau  is  a  large,  d?ep  lake  near  Cwm-Fynnon, 
containing  big  and  wary  trout.  I  had  no  rises  there, 
though  the  fisli  were  feeding  everywhere  ;  but  a  friend  of 
mine  has  had  fish  up  to  3lb.,  fishing  with  the  worm  after 
heavy  rain.  Leave  to  fish  this  lake  can  be  obtained  from 
the  mine  mmager  at  the  top  of  Llanberis  Pass.  Dwy- 
thwch,  about  two  miles  from  Llanberis,  is  a  good  lake, 
preserve!  by  Mr.  Assheton  Smith,  who  gives  leave  to 
visitors.  Ogweu  and  Idwal  lakes  are  rather  inaccessible, 
but  they  are  well  stocked,  and  the  fishing  is  free.  Quellyn 
Lake,  four  miles,  his  trout  about  five  to  the  pound. 

In  the  peninsula  south  of  Nevin  are  a  few  small  streams 
which  I  have  fished  this  season.  The  Daron  ii  useless 
except  after  a  heavy  rain,  as  it  quickly  dries  up.  The 
Soch  is  a  slowish  stream,  with  plenty  of  weed.  There  are 
trout  in  it  up  to  lib.  in  weight.  I  have  known  a  dozen, 
averaging  fib.,  to  be  taken  from  one  pool  in  a  good  breeze. 
But  in  summer  the  dense  weed  is  a  great  detriment  to  fly 
fishing.  The  best  bags  are  made  with  the  worm.  The 
stream  is  persistently  netted  for  salmon  durins?  the  run  in 
lat;e  autumn,  and  no  doubt  a  good  many  trout  are  taken  in 
this  way. 

The  Dolgelly  district  abounds  with  streams  and  lakes. 
Gafr  and  Gader  are  two  lakes  under  Cader  Idiis,  full  of 
trout,  but  unfortunately  poached  with  the  contrivance 
known  as  "  the  otter."  I  have  had  decent  baskets  of  fish 
from  Gader,  using  a  gaudy  yellow  fly  in  a  breeze,  bat  so 
far  as  I  am  aware  there  are  no  trout  there  over  Jib. 
Thesa  trout  are  as  blue  as  mackerel,  they  ri?e  greedily  io 
windy  weather,  and  fight  well.  In  Llyn  Howell  there  are 
thousands  of  small  big-headed  trout,  which  take  the  fly 
freely.  Perf eddau,  close  to  Howell ,  has  bigger  fish,  but  it  is 
"ottered  "at  night.  Leave  can  sometimes  be  obtained 
for  the  Corsygedol  lakes,  nearer  Barmouth,  where  the  trout 
are  much  bigger.  All  these  lakes,  with  the  exception  of 
the  last,  are  frae.  Gwernan  Lake,  two  miles  from 
Dolgelly.  can  be  fished  by  hire  of  boat  at  6d.  an  hour. 
It  holds  Jib.  trout  and  perch. 

The  rivers  Mawddach  and  Wnion  can  be  fished  for 
28.  6d.  a  day.  They  have  more  repute  for  salmon  and 
se win  than  for  trout.  The  Wnion  teems  with  little  trout 
in  its  upper  waters,  where  there  are  free  stretches,  and 
the  chance  of  getting  sewin  when  there  is  plenty  of  water. 
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A  salmon  and  sewin  licence  costs  lOs.  the  season.  In  the 
district  are  many  mountain  streams,  where  81b.  and  101b. 
bags  are  sometimes  made  by  worm  fishers,  and  takes  of  six 
or  seven  dozen  with  the  ily  are  not  unusual.  But  mine  pollu- 
tions, netting,  ottering,  gaffing,  and  dynamiting,  are  playing 
the  very  deuce  with  the  fishing  in  N  orth  Wales.  One  owner 
of  fishing  rights  in  a  remote  mountain  lake  has  been  com- 
pelled to  sink  big  hooks  in  his  water  to  stop  the  night 
netting. 

1  am  now  quartered,  till  the  autumn,  in  a  cart  where 
there  are  four  mountain  brooks  and  five  lakes  within 
walking  distance,  and  all  free.  About  a  mile  of  sewin 
water  can  be  fished  for  lOs.  the  season,  and  monthly 
licence  is  os.  The  fishing  is  not  of  the  first  order,  but  I 
am  not  dissatisfied.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  keen 
angler  who  wants  a  companion  and  some  inexpensive 
fishing  for  a  fortnight  or  so.  Lodgings  at  reasonable  rates. 
Bass,  mullet,  and  sole  fishing  in  tidal  water.  By  writing 
to  the  Editor  any  brother  fisherman  can  have  my  address, 
and  I  will  give  further  information  with  pleasure. — 
Faithfully  yours,    Whieling  Dun. 

FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Deae  Sir. — In  answer  to  "  Inquirer  "  as  to  good  river, 
lake,  or  sea  fishing  in  North  Wales,  generally  speaking  it 
would  be  difficult  to  satisfy  eo  large  an  order,  but  I  will 
as  briefly  as  jossible  sketch  a  few  postibilities. 

In  the  first  place  I  must  ask,  are  you  a  bachelor  or  a 
couple  of  the  masculine  gender  wanting  a  real  treat,  as  to 
good  boating,  comfortable  quarters,  and  good  sea  fishing. 
If  so,  make  your  quarters  the  George  Hotel,  Bangor. 
The  garden  of  this  noted  hostelry  adjoins  the  Menai 
Straits,  where  there  is  some  of  the  finest  sea  fishing  in 
the  principality,  viz.,  grey  mullet,  pollack,  codling,  conger 
eels,  &c.,  &c.  And  fresh  water,  there  are  Lake  Ogwen  and 
Ogwen  Kiver.  Or,  if  your  requirements  and  means  axe 
modest,  put  up  at  Humphrey's  old  hotel  at  Menai  Bridge. 
The  best  fresh-water  lake  in  Anglesey  is  called  Llyn  Coron 
(station  Bodorgan,  on  the  Holyhead"line),  but  as  summer 
advances  the  lake  becomes  covered  with  green  vegetable 
matter,  which  somewhat  detracts  from  the  sport  and 
comfort  of  fishing.  The  best  months  for  Coron  are 
February,  March,  and  April.  .  There  are  very  good 
quarters  for  families  at  Barmouth,  and  plenty  of  sea  and 
trout  fishing.  Also  at  Borth  or  Aberdovey,  or  Towyu, 
with  the  opportunity  of  fishing  various  fresh-water  rivers 
in  the  neighbourhood,  as  the  line  of  rail  intersects  and 
connects  the  Dovey  and  Diswinny  rivers,  where  from  July 
to  October  there  is  a  good  chance  for  sea  trout  and  salmon 
in  broken  weather.  Hoping  my  remarks  may  prove 
serviceable  to  a  brother  angler. — Yours,  &c., 

  H.  Whitty. 

FISHING  AT  GRICCIBTH. 
Dear  Sie,— In  reply  to  "D.  K.  K."  as  to  fishing  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Criccieth,  I  have  much  pleasure  in 
sending  the  following  particulars.  In  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  there  are  only  two  small  streams,  which 
contain  a  great  quantity  of  small  trout.  At  a  village 
called  _  Dolbenmain,  about  four  miles  from  Criccieth, 
there  is  a  very  fair  liver,  and  good  holding  pools,  and 
shelter  for  sewin  and  salmon,  which,  after  the  netting 
ceases  at  August,  providing  there  is  plenty  of  water, 
good  sport  may  be  had.  There  is  a  small  streamlet  or 
burn  running  into  the  bay,  and  to  find  it  you  have  to  ask 
the  natives  for  a  rock,  on  shores  of  bay,  called  the  Black 
Rock.  At  the  base  of  this  inland  close  by  runs  the 
streamlet,  which,  when  backed  up  by  high  fides,  must 
afford  capital  food  for  fish,  as  in  this  small  place  trout 
are  often  taken  from  lib.  to  21b.  weight.  There  is  very 
fair  fishing  also  in  a  lake  called  Cwyn  Strachlan,  at  foot 
of  Moll  Hebcg.  This  is  about  six  miles  off,  and  there  are 
boats,  and  also  accommodation  for  parties  to  get  lunch  or 
refreshments  where  you  get  the  boats,  but  no  inn  or 
licensed  house.  Of  course  the  sea  fishing  and  sailing  in 
biy  is  very  fair,  hut  yon  need  the  services  of  good  boat- 
men, as  for  any  novices  to  take  the  responsibility  would 
court  certain  disaster,  the  currents  and  tides  are  so  very 
.strange  and  difficult  to  understand.  Trusting  these  few 
notes  may  be  of  service. — Yours,  &c., 

  Heney  Whitty, 

ANGLING  AT  DAWLISH. 
Dear  Sir,— Angling  in  all  its  branches  is  now  in  full 
swing,  and  inany  anglers  are  no  doubt  thinking  where  they 
can  take  their  summer  outing  to  have  a  pleasant  holiday  and 
good  sport,  so  vrith  your  kind  permission  I  should  like  to 
say  a  word  in  favour  of  Dawlish,  a  small  and  pretty  seaside 
town  on  the  south  coast  of  Devon.  It  picturesquely 
nestles  in  a  valley  running  to  the  seashore.  The  train 
service  is  excellent,  as  it  is  on  the  Great  Western  main 
line.  The  bathing  is  the  safest  on  the  coast,  and  the 
sands  the  very  best  for  children  to  play  on,  and  lodgings 
are  to  be  obtained  at  reasonable  prices.  The  country 
round  abounds  with  beautiful  walks  and  drives,  you  can 
enjoy  the  shady  Devon  lanes  amid  vegetation  of  un- 
paralleled luxuriance,  or  you  can  mount  up  high  on  to  the 
moorland,  vphere  a  panoramic  view  of  rare  magnificence 
can  be  obtained,  embracing  sea,  towns,  woo  Hands,  and 
rivers. 

Good  sport  is  to  be  obtained  with  the  fly  for  trout  about 
a  mile  from  the  town,  in  the  many  streams  thereabouts, 
permission  to  fish  which  is  readily  accorded ;  and,  as  to 
sea  fishing,  the  sport  is  unrivalled  with  either  rod  or 
hand-lines.  I  should  recommend  the  angler  who  wishes 
to  make  the  most  of  his  time,  to  seek  on  arrival  the 
services  of  the  best  of  local  fishermen,  Mr.  Arthur 
Cotton,  Brookdale  Cottage,  who  will  be  found  a  clever 
fisherman  and  the  best  of  good  fellows ;  the  more  keen 
his  patron  is  in  the  sport,  the  more  pleasure  it  gives  him 
to  find  it  for  him.  Having  lived  his  life  at  Dawlish,  he  is 
immediately  able  to  eelect  the  best  spots  with  unerring 
accuracy.    There  is  one  fishing  ground  three  miles  off 


called  The  Wreck,  where,  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  a 
vessel  foundered,  and  never  entirely  broke  up,  and  at  this 
point  all  kinds  of  fish  abound.  I  should  advise  no  angler 
to  attempt  to  find  it  without  the  aid  of  a  local  fisherman, 
as  it  can  only  be  spotted  by  landmarks,  and  if  the  angler 
fishes  only  a  few  yards  from  it,  he  will  probably  return 
with  an  empty  basket ;  but  if  the  right  point  be  exactly 
gained,  the  fish  are  taken  as  quickly  as  the  most  impatient 
angler  can  df  sire..  ^ 

At  Dawlish  the  fish  found  are  bass,  pollack,  conger, 
whiting  pout,  mackerel,  dabs,  and  plaice.  The  bes';  time 
for  bass  is  during  August  and  September.  They  can  be 
fished  for  from  the  shore,  at  the  stone  groyne,  on  the  way 
to  the  gentleman's  bathing  cove,  at  high  fide,  preferably 
in  the  evening,  using  a  strong  rod,  twisted  gut  ledger,  a 
large  conger  hook  baited  with  the  tail  part  of  a  mackerel. 
They  run  from  81b.  to  141b.  They  are  also  found  at  the 
entrance  to  the  river  Exe,  about  two  miles  to  the  east  of 
Dawlish,  and  at  the  entrance  to  the  river  Teign,  about  the 
same  distance^  to  the  westward  ;  and  at  times,  when  the 
fish  are  seen  rising,  good  sport  can  be  obtained  with  the 
fly.  Whiting  pollack  are  found  on  the  rooks  about  half  a 
mile  to  the  west  of  Dawlish,  and  run  from  lib.  to  61b. 
They  swim  about  in  the  weeds  covering  the  rocks,  and 
come  out  into  the  open  sand-spaces  to  look  for  food,  and 
much  appreciate  a  sand  eel.  They  feed  about  2ft.  or  3ft. 
off  the  bottom,  and  I  think  if  a  twisted  gut  paternoster  be 
used,  with  three  No.  12  hooks  baited  with  sand  eels  or 
lug  worm,  good  sport  would  result.  Tell  your  boatman  to 
row  about,  so  to  continually  drop  your  tackle  into  different 
swims. 

The  angler  will  sometimes  be  disappointed  at  having  a 
tremendous  struggle  with  a  dog  fish,  which  was  an 
experience  of  mine.  One  121b.  in  weight  got  hooked,  and 
it  was  over  half  an  hour  before  I  could  net  him,  and  he 
took  out  about  50yds.  of  line.  On  that  day  the  water  was 
so  clear  I  could  see  at  the  bottom  another  leviathan  dog 
fish,  quite  25lb.  to  301b.,  which  I  avoided,  as  I  did  not 
wish  to  lose  my  tackle.  My  fisherman  was  very  anxious 
I  should  get  him  on,  and  try  conclusions  with  him,  but  I 
declined,  as  I  did  not  think  the  game  was  worth  the  candle, 
though  I  suppose  a  dog  fish  of  that  size  would  be  worth 
mounting. 

Taking  whiting  pout  is  very  good  sport  during  the 
evening  time  about  J uly,  August,  and  September.  They 
are  very  abundant  off  the  rocks  ;  the  beat  is  anchored,  and 
the  depth  plumbed,  the  line  adjusted  so  that  the  bait  is 
about  2ft.  from  the  bottom.  I  should  suggest  Notting- 
ham tackle,  stout  gut,  with  an  Archer  lead  and  a  jack 
float,  and  using  mussel  as  bait,  and  you  will  take  them  as 
fast  as  you  like  up  to  dark,  when  the  line  can  be  changed 
for  conger  lines.  One  hears  of  conger  running  up  to  1001b. 
in  weight,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  at  Dawlish  the  fish  are 
known  to  be  from  51b.  to  351b.  I  suggest  a  stout  pike  rod 
be  used,  with  a  ledger  of  twisted  gut,  with  large  conger 
hooks,  and  given  a  fine  night,  a  good  spot,  a  cheery 
fisherman,  a  hamper  well  filled,  plenty  of  baccy,  and  a 
large  boat,  and  the  angler  will  have  a  real  good  time. 
I  say  a  large  boat,  because  when  a  conger  is  landed 
plenty  of  room  is  required. 

Dabs  are  fished  for  from  April  to  December,  at  about 
one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  shore  in  every  direction,  but 
to  the  eastward  they  are  larger  but  not  so  plentiful. 
Generally,  there  is  good  sport,  and  the  time  to  fish  for  them 
is  when  the  tides  are  running  ebb  and  flood  ;  they  run 
loz.  to  IJlb.,  and  mussel  ia  the  best  bait. 

Plaice  is  usually  taken  in  the  professional  fisherman's  way 
by  means  of  a  trot-line,  which  is  150yds.  long,  with  a  hook 
attached  at  every  yard,  and  at  each  end  of  the  line  a  heavy 
stone  is  tied,  and  so  the  line  is  kept  on  the  bottom ;  and 
from  each  stone  a  string  is  attached  with  a  cork  buoy  at 
the  other  end,  so  that  it  can  be  seen  where  the  line  is. 
The  fisherman  takes  out  three  of  these  lines  ;  so,  having 
450  hooks  out,  baited,  you  can  imagine  you  return  home 
with  a  large  basketful. 

Mackerel  fishiug  is  excellent  at  Dawlish.  The  fish  are 
plentiful  off  the  coast  from  May  fill  October.  Trolling 
from  a  sailing  boat  is  the  usual  method  at  daybreak, 
using  hand-lines,  with  spinners  or  ordinary  hooks  baited 
with  mackerel  tails.  Mackerel  can  only  be  fished  for 
when  therejs  a  breeze.  When  the  weather  becomes  cold 
in  October,  they  go  to  the  bottom,  and  then  ground-lines 
are  used. 

In  conclusion,  I  wiU  say  that  for  a  holiday  for  himself, 
wife,  and  family,  an  angler  can  choose  no  better  place 
than  Dawlish,  and  they  would  leave  there  having  made  up 
their  minds  they  would  go  again. — Faithfully  yours, 

  Gordon  Hooper. 

THE  72lb,  PIKE. 

Dear  Sie,— In  your  issue  of  11th  inst.,  Mr.  C.  F. 
\Yatkins  is  anxious  to  get  further  information  about  the 
pike  of  721b.  caught  on  Lough  Corrib,  and  the  one 
55Vo.  caught  on  Lough  Mask  recently  and  reported  by 

As  I  am  deeply  interested  in  the  fishing  of  those  lakes, 
I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  the  following  explanation  : 

Mr.  T.  F.  Kirwan,  solicitor,  Ballinrobe,  is  the  gentle- 
man who  caught  the  Corrib  pike  of  721b.  He  told  me 
himself  it  was  this  weight,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
its  accuracy.  Furthermore,  Mr.  Kirwan  will  be  glad  to 
give  all  information  to  the  readers  of  your  journal  about 
this  pike  on  application.  Relative  to  the  Lough  Mask 
pike,  I  can  vouch  for  its  accuracy.  My  boatman,  Pat 
Summerdlle,  Kilbride,  was  out  fishing  with  a  gentleman, 
whom  be  landed  at  the  nearest  point  to  my  hotel,  and  on 
his  return  home,  when  crossing  the  Kilbride  Bay,  quite 
close  to  the  shore,  he  got  into  this  pike.  It  took  him  one 
hour  and  a  quarter  before  he  landed  this  monster, 
Unfortunately  he  had  it  cut  up  for  salting  when  I  heard 
of  it.  I  directly  drove  down  to  his  place  and  weighed  iV 
It  turned  the  scale  at  461b.  We  calculated  61b.  for  spawn 
and  guts.  It  was  full  of  spawn.  At  least,  if  weighed 
before  cut,  it  should  be  521b.   I  have  seen  hundreds  of 


pike  caught  on  Corrib  and  Mask  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
and  I  have  never  seen  any  weighing  over  321b.  before.  In 
fact,  I  have  only  seen  one  of  this  latter  weight— the  other 
largest  was  under  301b.— but  I  have  seen  scores  from  201b. 
to_  261b.  Consequently  those  two  pike  caught  by  Mr. 
Kirwan  and  Summerville  have  broken  the  record  of  my 
experience.  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Kirwan,  but  I  believe 
he  is  a  most  reliable  gentleman.  Excuse  the  length  of 
this  letter. 

A  lady  angler,  Mrs.  Greswell,  Dursley,  caught  an  ISJlb. 
pike  on  Mask  recently.— Yours,  &o., 

John  A.  Joyci:. 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway. 


MALFORMED  PIKE. 

Sir,— I  caught  a  pike  of  41b.  in  Lough  Mask  on  June  19, 
and  the  formation  of  its  head  is  so  peculiar,  that  1  am 
sending  it  to  you,  with  the  request  that  you  will  state 
what  you  think  is  the  probable  cause  of  the  malformation. 

During  the  last  week  I  have  caught  trout  of  2ilb.,  41b. , 
4Jlb.,  51b.,  5|lb.,  and  an  181b.  pike.— Yours,  &c., 

Nigel  W.  Gresley. 

[There  are  very  many  instances  on  record  of  similar 
malformations  to  that  you  send,  especially  among  trout. 
The  only  solution  to  the  mystery  is  that,  when  young,  it 
has  met  with  an  accident.] 


CONDY'S  FLUID  NOT  PERMANGANATE  OF 
POTASH. 

Deae  Sie, — We  have  seen  your  anonymous  correspon- 
dent's letter  in  your  issue  of  18th  ios-,.  We  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  any  statement  which  may  be  made  iu 
any  pharmaceutical  or  chemical  work,  but  we  repeat  what 
we  have  already  stated,  Condy's  Fluid  does  not  contain 
permanganate  of  potash  ia  any  form  at  all.  If  the  writer 
of  the  letter  will  show  that  he  has  the  courage  of  his 
opinion  by  depositing  a  nominal  sum,  say  £5  or  tlO,  in 
the  hands  of  some  gentleman  of  position— we  will  suggest 
the  Governor  of  St.  Mark's  Hospital,  City-road— on 
ascertaining  that  be  has  done  this,  we  will  do  the  fame. 
The  question  as  to  whether  our  statement  that  Ccudy's 
Fluid  does  not  contain  permanganate  of  potash  is  correct, 
can  easily  be  decided  by  an  analytical  chemist.  We  would 
suggest  referiiug  the  matter  to  Dr.  Otto  Hehner,  the 
public  analyst,  and  secreta^-y  to  the  Society  of  Publii- 
Analysts,  on  receipt  of  his  report  whichever  of  us  is  in 
error  to  forfeit  the  deposit  to  the  St.  Mark's  Hospital, 
City-road,  for  the  benefit  of  that  useful  and  deserving 
institution,  and  to  pay  Dr.  Hehner's  fee.  If  your 
correspondent  does  not  accept  this  challenge,  we  must  call 
on  him  to  apologise,  as  his  letter  distinctly  charges  uswi  h 
misrepresentation  and  want  of  veracity.  We  have  yet  to 
learn  that  a  manufacturer  is  ignorant  cf  the  composition 
of  his  own  proprietary  article.— Yours  faithfully, 

____  W.  Locke  (Secretary). 

REPAIRS  TO  WADERS. 
Sir,— Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  infoim 
me  if  anything  can  be  done  to  waders  (Gold  Medal  Brand  ) 
in  which  the  outer  cloth  has  come  away  in  patches  from 
the  rubber  ?  If  coal-tar  naphtha  were  poured  over  the 
outside  cloth  (thus  dissolving  the  rubber  underneath  and 
causing  the  parts  to  adhere)  would  this  effect  a  complete 
cure  ?  The  waders  are  hardly  chafed  anywhere.  I 
prefer  to  do  repairs  rather  than  have  the  delay  of  seeding 
away. — Yours,  &c.,    Feenweh. 

THE  FRY  OF  8.  8ALAB,  3.  FABIO,  AND 
S.  TRUTTA. 

Sie, — The  questions  that  have  been  appearing  in  your 
columns  during  the  past  few  weeks  relating  to  the 
distinction  between  the  fry  of  8.  salar  and  8.  farlo  seem 
to  me  to  be  of  easy  solution,  the  fact  being  that  S  salar 
never  has  a  red  or  orange  tip  to  the  adipose  fin,  whereas 
S.  fario  invariably  has  ;  and  in  support  of  this  a=sertion  I 
have  the  authority  of  Sir  William  Jardine,  as  quoted  by 
H.Cholmondeley-Pennell,  Esq.,  in  his  work,  "The  Angler- 
Naturalist."  And  were  it  necessary  to  go  deeper  into 
the  subject,  there  is  the  difference  in  vomerine  teeth,  fin 
rays,  operculum,  &c.,  as  additional  proofs. 

But  in  my  humble  opinion,  where  the  difficulty  may  lie 
is  in  distinguishing  the  differetca  between  ths  fry  of 
S.  trutta  and  S.  fario;  or  perhaps  1  would  be  more 
correct  in  saying  that  there  is  no  difficulty,  hat  because 
S.  trutta  has  an  orange  tip  to  its  adipose  fin,  that  is  made 
the  excuse  for  killing  it  under  the  pretext  of  i»s  being 
<S.  fario,  entirely  ignoring  the  glaring  fact  that  it  is 
covered  with  smolt  scales  ! 

I  beg  to  differ  from  "  Pheasant  Tail's  "  remark  that  the 
law  does  not  equally  protect  the  fry  of  S.  salar  and 
S.  triitta,  and  regret  I  have  not  a  tile  of  your  paper  at 
hand,  to  which  I  could  rafer  him  for  correspondence  on 
the  subject  that  came  out  about  a  year  ago ;  also  showing 
that  there  was  little,  if  any,  doubt  that  the  fry  of 
S.  trutta  is  the  "  red  fin  of  some  rivers  of  North  Wales, 
so  called  from  an  orange  or  ruddy  tip  to  the  adipose  fin  " 
(Badminton  Library). 

I  would  further  beg  to  be  allowed  to  endorse  "  Pheasant 
Tail's"  expressions  regarding  the  ignorance  of  river 
watchers,  but  I  would  ask  who  is  to  impart  that  "rudi- 
mentary education  "  he  advocates  ?  Assuredly  not  the 
boai'ds  of  conservators  as  at  present  constitu'^ed,  for  were 
anything  more  needed  to  confirm  tlie  errors  of  the  Acts 
appointing  these  bodies,  as  so  ably  demonstrated  by 
"Pheasant  Tail"  in  a  recent  Standard,  I  could  give  an 
instance  of  a  board  being  so  woefully  ignorant  of  their 
ve  ry  own  bye-laws  as  for  two  of  the  members  to  go  salmon 
fishing  the  day  after  the  open  season  had  closed  !— I  am, 
&c.,  _  F.  M.  L. 

P.S. — I  wish  to  be  understood  as  alluding  to  the  stage 
in  their  existence  when  S.  salar  and  8.  trutta  have  put  on 
their  smolt  scales. 

Sei^eral  important  letters  iniaroidahly  held  ovfir. 


Devoted  entirely  to  AugUng.] 
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CADBURY'S  COCOA 


ABSOLUTELY 

PURE. 
THEREFORE 
BEST. 


CO 
C9 


CO 


BROWN'S 
PHANTOM  MINNOW 

IS 

"  The  Best  Artificial  Bait  ever 
yet  Invented." 

Pitted  with  Geen's  Patent  Swivel,  it  has  the 
Simplest,  Neatest,  and  Strongest  Spinning 
Attachment  of  any  Bait  extant. 

Send  for  lllusirated  Price  List  of  High 
Class  Fishing  Tackle  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 
64,   aSOBQS   ST.,  ABSBDEZN. 

TkleobamS;  "PHANTOM,  ABEBDEEN." 


THE  MOST  NUTRITIOUS. 

EPPS'S 


GRATEFUL— COMFORTING. 


COCOA 


BREAKFAST  —  SUPPER, 


A.  CARTER  &  CO., 

FISHING   ROD   AND   TACKLE  MANUPACTUKERS, 
137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD, 

Factory  :  1,  2,  and  3,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE.      Timber  Stores  :  11,  MERLIN'S  PLACE 


STEEL  FLY  RODS, 

As  supplied  to  H.S.H.  the  Duke  of  York. 

Enormous  Strength,  weighs  9ioz.  Price  22s.,  post  3d.  extra. 

Send  for  our  new  iUustvated  catalogue,  post  fi\e, 
it  irill  sore  i/oh  30  to  oO  jter  eent. 


BUMSTED'Si^SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 


GILLETT'S    18ft.  ROACH 

RODS,  9/-  Pack  up  into  two  ; 
jartitioii  bags. 

GILLETT'S  Whole  Cane 
BOTTOM  RODS,  balance 
liandle,  snake  rings,  bags,  S/' ; 
Double  Brazed  Brass  Stoppers, 
8/6. 

GILLETT'S  SEA  ROD,  2ft  , 

with  pulley  end  ring,  4/6. 


J.  GILLETTp 

40,    FETTER  LANE 

LONDON,  E.G. 


Our  Telegraphic  Address  in  future  will 
be  what  every  commercial  man  in 
London  requires,  viz,, 


NOTE 

"ORDERS,"  "ORDERS,"  "ORDERS," 
"ORDERS,"  "ORDERS,"  "ORDERS," 
"ORDERS,"  "ORDERS,"  "ORDERS." 

Future  Address:  MESSRS.  BaMBRIDGE  &  WALTER, 

8,  Duke  Street  Mansions,  Grosvenor  Square,  London,  W., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  /Manufacturers  for  all  parts  of  the  World. 

ESTABI.ISHED  AT   ETOIT,  WINDSOR,  1790. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT 

J.     E.     IVL  1 1_.  L  E 

(Late  FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN), 

19,  NEW  STATION  ST., 

LEE  ID  S  . 

Telegraphic  Address—"  PISCATOR,  LEEDS."  BOX  176,  POST  OFFICE. 

Same  Source  of  Supply;  Same  Extensive  Stock  of 
HIGH  CLASS  TACKLE. 

CELEBRATED  "  D.  B.,"  "OTTER,"  AND  OTHER  SPECIALITIES. 

J.  E.  M.  is  a  Practical  Ang-ler,  and  customers  may  rely  on  getting-  all  their  wants 
attended  to.  New  List  ready  in  a  week.  Send  address  on  Post-card.  Orders 
can  be  executed  from  old  lists. 


FORREST  &  SON'S 
CELEBRATED  FISHING  RODS,  FLIES, 
AND  TACKLE, 

TO    BE    HAD  FROM 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 
24,  Thomas-street,  Oxford-street,W. 

ANGLING  REQUISITES  of  every  description. 
Every  variety  of  style  and  balance  of  Bods  and 
Patterns  in  FUes  made  to  order.  J  P. ,  being  a 
Prfl<;tical  Angler,  Is  in  a  position  to  give  reliable 
information  on  all  matters  relating  to  Angling. 

"  The  name  '  Forrest,'  Kelso,  on  a  rod  or  reel,  or 
anything  else,  has  been  for  over  half  a  century  a 
guarantee  of  flrst-class  quality." — Fishing  Gazette. 


A  CHABMIira   GIFT  BOOK. 

"  A  brilliant  book." — The  Times. 
63.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  Illustrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  0.  Cook  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

**Sir  Henry  Pongonhy  is  commanded 
hy  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
for  a  copy  of  kh  Handbook," 

"Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
for:*~-Briti»h  Weekly.  **  Farsuperior 
to  ordinary  guides,"— London  Daily  ChronicU, 


A  BRIILIANTSUCGE8S."-T^e  Times. 
Every  Visitor  to  London  should  use 

LONDON  3/6nett. 

and  |''t'=cook.Ta*  24Maps&Plans 
ENVIRONS.      60  Illustrations . 

"  Most  emphatically  tops  them  all." — DailyGraphic 
Llangollen— Dablisgtos  &  Co. 
London— SiMPKis,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookstalls  and  all  Booksellers. 


Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbonme 
Hastinsrs.  Bath,  Wells,  We'tem-super-Mare.  Mal- 
vern, Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  Wells, 
Rhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  VN'ye 
Valley,  Severn  Valley,  "Channel  Islands,  and  Isle 
of  Wight,  should  use  Darlington's  Haudboois, 
Is.  each.  Lis:  Post  Free.  Darlington  &  Co.,  Llan- 
gollen. 

London:  SIMPKIN,  MARSHALL  A  CO.,  Ltd. 

PHOTOaBAPHS.— Beautiful  Photographs 

of  Scenery,  Ruins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey, 
Palestine,  and  Egypt:  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6d., 
and  28.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DARLINGTON  &  CO..  LLANGOLLEN. 


OGDEN  SMITH'S 

EYED  FLY  &  CAST  BOX. 


6,  PEt,x>l£  Slc3.e, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER, 

And  34,  St.  John's  HiU,  Clapham  Junction, 
LO?^"i:)0.isr,  s.w. 
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. SALMON  FLIES 

---^If^^     '"-ENGLISH,  SCOTCH,  IRISH, 
^^^^^  AND  NORWEGIAN  WATERS. 

t^W  J'  BERNHilD  &  SON, 

fm^        5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly,  S.W. 

Practical  Makers  of  every  description  of  FIRST-CLASS 

SALMON  &  TROUT  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  &c. 

EXTRA  STOUT  SALMON  CASTS,  Every  Cast  Thoroughly  Tested. 
Inspection  invited.  A  good  stock  of  our  leading  lines  now  on  hand. 

PERSOIfAZ    CARE    GIVEN   TO   ALL    RE  PAIRS. 

GOLF  CLUBS,  BALLS,  and  CARRIERS,  catalogues 

The  Best  Souse  for  Best  Goods.  ^^^"^ 

J.  R.  RICHARDSON. 

THAMES  RODS  &  TACKLE 

^  Speciality. 

iPK/iGE  LISTS 

"^.T"  /"""N             A     /""^     1,1  — Fs. — T"  n — 1  /  1 

IsTO    -A.Q--Hj_ISr  TS. 

Kingston-on-Thames  only  Address. 

FISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE. 

JACK  BODS. — Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3a.  9d.  ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  fis.  6d.  to 
IDs.  6d. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15ft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  dlTlslon  bag 
and  spear,  will  make  Jack  Bod,  10ft.  6ia,  128.  6d. ;  do.,  double  brazed,  14s.  6d.  to  21s.  6d. 

BEELS. — Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  3^in.,  Is.  9d. ;  4in.,  2s.  6d. ;  movable  check,  3}in.,  4a.; 
tin.,  5s. ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3m. ,6s.  6d. ;  4in.,  9s.  6d. ;  Brass,  solid  backs,  31n.,  2s.  6d. 

LINES  (waterproof). — Plaited  silk,  stout.  Id.  per  yard ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flu  Unei, 
20  yards,  7d. :  Tanned,  8d. ;  60  yards,  28.    Cable  Laid  Cord,  50  yards,  7Jd. 

TBAOES,  Out  or  Gimp.— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d. ;  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  &C.— Byder's,  2d. ;  Pennell's,  2id. ;  Jardine'a,  3d. ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  IJd.  each 
Is.  3d.  per  dozen. 

BAITS. — Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality;  Silver  Plaited,  from  la. ;  Devona,  Totnei,  and 
MinnowB,  from  6d.  each.   GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
Gossamer,  8d.   Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Oriers.    All  Orders  must  be  occonvpomed  hy  a  remittan.ee. 

G.  W.  HEMENS  (Me  A.  BEMER).  62,  WANDSWORTH  ROAD,  S.W. 

(Coroier  of  Nine  Elms  Lane.) 

TEOUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPARATUS,  UOI.I.USCA,  CBUSTACEANS,  WATER  FI.ANTS,  FISH 
MEAI.,  BISCUITS,  &c. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.     SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  Information  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  DUMFRIES, 

•T,   ,T.   ARMISTEAD,  Managing  Director. 
OLDEST  ESTABLISHED. 

BEST  BOOK  ON"  FISH  CtTLTTTBE  ever  published,  "  An  Anoleb's  Paradise,  and 
HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,"  7/10  post  free.    "  Handy  Qctidb  to  Fish  Culture,"  1/2  post  free. 
1000  Eyed  Ova  and  well  made  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid,  11/6;  or  500  and  tank,  7/6. 

ANGLERS  IN  IRELAND 

Can  obtain  every  requisite  of  the  best  quality  from 

JOS.  BRADDELL  &  SON,  BELFAST 

(Established  88  Yeabs). 
Sff ftnufftoturors  of  Rods,  Xt66l8,  XjinoSi  Flios,  and  every  ReQuisite  for  Angling, 

SALMON  and  TRODT  FLIES  for  every  river.   SPECIALS  TIED. 

nixistrated  list,  with  revised  fishery  map  and  calendar  of  close  time,  3d.  post  free. 

FOR  PRESERVING  ^se 
^^^^'^'"^^^^^'^^^  SCHERING'S 

is  mppHed  by  all         ■    \^  1%  1  Wl  #%       1 1^ 

Chemists,  or  direct  from 

The  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd.,  "i.SZ'rir""- 

JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS 
SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  UOTJimNG, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 

"Winners  ot  Five  GS-old  and  Silver  Medals. 

"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Annual  Subscription,  6s,  6d, 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — WTERS  FRilRES, 
26,  Quai  du  Louvre,  Paris. 

THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 

16-Plait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolbng  Lines  ; 
./i^^T^Wt SPINNiNC f/jT^^           wire  Centre  Casting  Lines;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
^^<!j**^g;fe^^^^j^%P^^        cannot  catch  the  Hook;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snoodlng; 

Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.    As  used  and 
'<T,'/^^^Sp^^^  f  -  ^-^vvr- \\    recommended  by  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  Mr.  Senior  (of 
1^^^^  /I   "^"'^^^^KT  \\'^\\    ''^^  Field),  Authors  of  "Bod  in  India,''  and  "The  Sea 
/  yi  ll^^lsas^-^  J jfr  >^dB^T>^\\     U  Fisherman,"  Mr.  Marston,  Mr.  Pennell,  Mr.  Frank 
\.  ^l^^^^^^^^^^Hu^^!^^/!  "  11  BucKi/ANDj  and  offlcers  of  the  English  and  Indian  armies, 

/J 11  and  all  noted  anglers. 
V^^^^S^I^5^,^^^iV/''^*y              Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pnre  Italian  Silk. 
v^'^^^^JE^^se  iiNiij£<''f»C^^             Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 
N^^^^^^^^^^'^j^^^y^                     6  yards.  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 

-j^^f^^^fejafc^  ..  l^'"'^                        Composition  in  O&bos  to  Bo-dross  X^dos. 
^"^aC^^                         gji^jjPLEs  AND  Catalogue  Two  Stamps. 
^                         Postal  Address-COMPSTm.  near  MARPLE. 

— SALMON  AND  TROUT  ANGLERS 

^^^^^^^^^^^                                   Are  invited  to  INSPECT  our  NEW  STOCK  of 

^^^^^^          PLIES  FOR  NORWAY 

And  all  Parts  of  the  World. 

^^^7^^^^^^^      Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  ic, 

^''^^^'^^'"''^S^Si^jC^iSi^^^r^                  °'       Best  Make,  can  be  seen  at 

(      ^^^^    ^'  LITTLE  &  CO,, 

\_^»»-          ^'^//^f                        Practical  Anglers, 

'                   63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 

"  Hercules  "  Casts  for  Salmon  and  Trout.  Every  Cast  Tested.  All  Repairs  done  on  the  Premisesii 

TO    THE    ^NaLINa    TOURIST  ^ISITIJSTa 


NORWAY. 

Messrs.  C.  E.  and  A.  P.  CUMMINS,  having  visited  Norway  on  fishing  trips  for  the  last  eight  years,  will  be  pleased  to 
give  Gentlemen  every  information  about  best  Fishing  Routes  in  that  Country. 

TOURS  MAPPED  OUT,  COMBINING  SPLENDID  SPORT  and  MAGNIFICENT  SCENERY. 

CORKESPONDENCE  INVITED, 

The  Information  Given  is  Practical,  therefore  Reiiablem 

Write  for  CATALOGUE  of  HIGH  =  CLASS   FISHING   TACKLE  for  RIVER,  LOCH,  and  SEA,  sent  FRSIB. 

"W"_  o"-  oTJivLivmsrs^ 

NORTH    OF    ENGLAND    ROD    WORKS,    BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 


June  25,  1898] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


REMARKABLE  EVIDENCE. 

UNSOLICITED -JUST  RECEIVED. 

The  Itev.  F.  11.  SIDEBOTTOM,  Hilton  Bertory,  Zeals,  Bath,  writes  under  date  June  II,  tSUS: 

"A  Rod  I  bought  of  your  father,  some  forty-five  years  ago— which  is  still  straight  and  good  after  many  years'  work 
in  different  streams— warrants  my  speaking  well  of  your  firm." 

S.  S.  3IOSSOP,  Esq.,  of  Cohij  House,  Long  Sutton,  Lincolnshire,  writes  under  same  date,  viz.,  June  11,  JSUS; 

^'1  think  you  will  be  interested  to  know  that  the  big  pike,  mentioned  in  this  week's  FisUncj  Gazette,  which  I  caught  on 
T  nno-h  Conn  was  taken  on  one  of  the  Single  Gut  Traces  you  sent  me  on  April  11.  As  I  was  playing  him  for  three  and  a  halt 
hour-  and  he_weighed  351b.  (six  hours  after  he  was  taken),  the  gut  must  have  been  first  rate.  .  .  .  i  was  using  tUe 
little'' lUft.  Eod  you  'Steel  Ribbed'  for  me  in  September,  and  it  is  as  straight  as  ever." 

We  are  now  wondering  whether  any  tackle  maker  can  beat  the  above  record  ;  if  there  is  one  who  can,  we  shall 
be  pleased  to  hear  particulars.  u  i  = 

We  always  give  full  name  and  address  when  we  print  a  report  from  a  customer,  and  our  reports  are  always 
sent  us  without  any  solicitation  whatever. 

We  invented  Steel  Centered  Rods,  Steel  Ribbed  Rods,  Waterproofed  Lines,  and  Metal  Centred  Lines.  And  outside 
these  improvements  in  fishing  gear  there  has  practically  been  no  progress  made  during  the  present  century  . 

FREE.    FOSTER'^  U^^^^         1898.  FREE. 

To  any  address.    266  Pages ;  300  Illustrations.    Sent  Free,  per  Parcels  Post.    A  complete  Edition  of  316  Pagea,  with  310  lUustrations,  and  Articles  by  leading 
writers  on  Angling,  Is.,  post  free,  which  latter  deposit  may  be  deducted  from  first  order  amounting  to  lOs. 

FOSTER  bMOMoMNM 

PLEASE  NOTE.-Tho  ONLY  AGENTS  ws  have  are  JAS.  TAYLER,  23,  Dresden  Road,  Hornsey  Lane,  London ; 

Cole  and  Sons,  Devizes;  and  Young  and  Sons,  High  Street,  Newport,  Mon.   


GREAT  SALE. 

BEST  QUALITY 

Fishing  Rods  A  Taciiie 

AT  ASTOUNDING  PRICES. 

In  consequence  of  shortly  removing  our  business,  we  are  now  offering  the  whole 
of  our  valuable  First  QuaUty  BODS,  KEELS,  LINES,  &c.,  at  great  sacrifice,  to  clear 
at  once. 

NO  ANGLER  SHOULD   DELAY  EARLY  INSPECTION. 


Among  the  beat  and  cheapest  Hotels  speoial  reference  should  be  made  to  the  ArandeL"-Charlea  Dickens. 

THS     ARXJNDEI-i  HOTEL, 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTBIOT  BAILWAT,  THE  LAW  OOUBTS. 
UlA^BJ!,  J.U  mis.  THEATBES,  STBAND,  THE  BIVEB,  40. 


308,    HIGH    HOLBORN,  LONDON. 

Fully  Illustrated  Catalogue,  sent  Post  Free,  tivo  Stamps. 


FREEMANS'  "KINGFISHER"  BAIT, 

THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  ROACH-PASTE  KNOWN  TO  ANGLERS. 
Perfectly  Coloured  and  Flavoured.  Hundreds  of  Testimonials 

In  Id  and  2d.  Packets,  6d.  and  Is.  Tins.     By  Post  ffd.  and  Is.  4d. 

FREEMANS'  RHODIAN  OIL, 

For  Flavouring  Bread  and  other  Pastes. 

In  Bottles  Id.,  3d.,  6d.,  Is.,  2s.  6d  ,  5s.,  lOs.     Posted  Sd.  extra  any  size 

FREEMANS'  GROUND  BAIT, 

The  nerfection  of  a  good  ground  bait.  In  Id.  packets,  and  Cd.  and  Is.  tins.  By  post,  9d  and  Is.  4d 
The  2ts     i  cwt  12s  Cd. ;  i  cwt.,  7s.  fiJ. ;  141b.,  4s.  Cd.    Carriage  paid  to  any  station. 

FREEMANS'  "RUBICERE," 

A  Cake  for  Dressing  Lines.   In  Id.,  Sd.,  and  Cd.  Cakes.   By  post,  2d.  extra. 
ASK  VOUR  TACKLE  DEALER  FOR  ANY _  OF  THE  ABOVE. 
Vona  Kanaine  unless  bearing  our^Eegistered  Trade  Mark,  the  signature,  ".Wji.  Feeeman. 
Effuse  all  substitutes  offered  (on  which,  you  may  be  sure,  the  Eetailer  offering  them  gets  more 
pi  oat.)         iisT  OF  TROUT  AND  GOLDFISH  FOODS  ON  APPLICATION. 

CUB  SPECIALITIES  ABE  WELL  SPOKEN  OF  BY  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


FREEMANS', 


Sole  Manufacturers: 

""""'^T^^rT.  CITY  ROAD,  BIRIVIINGHAM 


iflMAD  Qi/ASr£ES  OS  ZHE  FLY  PlStiERS'  QLUB.) 


TIGTORU  EHB&nKHENT,  STRAND,  LOHDOH. 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolifl. 

FROM 


BED,  BREAKFAST,   AND  ATTENDANCE 


68. 


-W  I      L  I -A.  M  S' S 

CELEBRATED 

"  Their  Guinei  Fly  Rod  is  a  splendid  article."— Fi8?u».7  G«3«f'«?- 

"  Light  and  nicely  bilanoed  weapon."— i'jLC^.anjre  and  Man. 

"  This  long-established  London  firm  are  bona  fde  makers.  —Jneui. 

F.  T.  WILLIAMS  &  CO.,  10,  Great  Queen  Street,  London,  W.C. 

All  Rods  and  Tackle  Made  and  Repaired  on  the  Premises. 

Established  1828.  Catalogues  sent^Gratis. 
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GRAND  HOTEL, 

ABERDEEN. 

Excellent  SALMON  and  TROUT 
ANQLINQ  /^Spring  and  Autumn) 
on  River  Dee  to  be  LET  In  Rods,  for 
Visitors  staying  at  this  HoteL 
Apply  to  CHARLES  MANN,  Owner 
and  Manager, 

SALUTATION  HOTEL,  Carsphairn,  N.B. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Suggs. 

SPLENDID  TBOUTING  in  Deuch,  Ken,  and 
tributaries ;  free  to  visitors  to  Hotel. 
Salmon  flahiBg  within  four  miles.  Lochs  Doon, 
Harrow,  and  Dungeon,  within  easy  driving 
distance.  Tennis  green.  Post  and  telegraph  con- 
venient. House  recently  rebuilt.  Every  modem 
convenience.   Terms  moderate.  Posting. 

Mes.  MITCHELL,  Proprietrea. 

SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL.-Superb  and  extensive  addi- 
tions since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
SALMO  FEROXViBhlng  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  Fishinfr  Grounds.  MagTilfloent  views  of 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALMALLTHOTEL,  GLENORCHY.  under  the  same 
management. —  Guests  have  nine  miles  FREE 
_    SALMON  PISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
brated salmon  river  ORCHY.    Parties  wiring  to  asoer- 
tiin  ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  FRASER,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

T  ,„^t5h*„!!;    p°J^J       °°  °^  ^""^  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 

In  .1.^  ^1^-^,  °'  Boy^s  country,  Qlengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  belne 
to  close  proximity,  and  as  a  flshmg  station  it  is  unsurpassed.   The  fishing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine  ' 

boa?men°aVktnt'The  ho\il  ''''  excelle^nrbol  and  expfrienced 
Doatmeri  are  Kept,   l  he  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  wav  of  Oallander  and 
Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  colch  from  InversnaTd  or 
byAberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  Tfullservi^r^of  0010^6. 
I  steamer,  by  these  routes  during  the  season.   PoBt  and  telegraph  offlJe  in  hotel 
  POWAIiD  FEBQUSOH.  Proprletot. 

AEGTLL  ARMS  HOTEL,  INVEEAEAY. 

SALMON,  SEA  and  BROWN  TEOUT  FISHING  in  Eivers  AEAT,  DOUGLAS, 
and  the  DHULOCH  (a  tidal  water).  BEAUTIFUL  SCENERY  BOATINg' 
BILLL^DS,  GOLF,  and  POSTING  in  all  its  branches;  Episcopal  Church  three 
minutes  from  Hotel ;  Home  Comforts ;  Moderate  Charges. 

B.  B.  BAWTOCK,  Proprietog 


BHICONICH  HOTEL, 

LAIRG,  N.B. 

FAMOUS  ANGLING    RESORT.     SALMON  and 
GRILSE   ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  River 
Tnchard  by  arrangement. 
FREE  THOUr  FISHING  on  upwards  of  twenty 
Lochs,  abounding  with  Brown  Trout,  some  with  Sea 
Trout,  and  some  with  Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING. 
Picturesque  views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery 
Posting.   Boating,  and  vehicular  Excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  *o.  All  communications  promptly  attended  to 
Route— Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  Mail  Coach  or  Hire 
Glasgow  steamers  call  weekly. 

Capt.  JOS.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 

COII.£  HOTEL, 

ISLA.ND  OF  COLL. 

SPECIAL  CHABGE  for  Parties  staying  per 
week  or  month.  Excellent  Loch  and  Sna 
Fishing  Free.  Sailing  and  Bowing  Boats. 
Modern  conveniences.  Moderate  Tariff.  Mail 
Steamer  from  Oban  every  alternate  day. 

A.  MACLEOD,  Proprietor, 
telegrams,  "  Hotel  Coll." 


NORTH    UIST,  HEBRIDES. 

yERY  FINEST  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING  up  to  end  of  Au-u=t  Excellent 

.^ilf^'^.^^^J^^  '^''^  ^'^y  15  -  t°        of  season  Very 

good  SEA  PISHING.  Handsome  newly  furnished  Drawing  and  Smoking  Rooms 
Hot  and  Cold  and  Salt  water  Baths.  Posting.  Boats  on  all  loohs.  Daily  Mails 
and  Telegraph  Office  at  hand.  .  ' 

ALEXANDER  MACCALLUM,  Lessee  (late  of  Portree  Hotel  Skye) 

LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL,  NORTH  WALES. 

1025ft.  above  sea  level,  and  overlooking  the  Lake;  bracing  air 
magnificent  scenery.  ' 

This  Hotel  has  a  world-wide  reputation  for  its  comfort,  cuisine,  and  moderate  charges. 
First-rate  TROUT  FISHING  in  Lake.    600  acres  strictly  reserved  for 
hly  Fishmg  only.    Trolling  allowed  over  other  portion  of  Lake  (550  acres). 
Experienced  and  steady  Boatmen. 
First-class  Pishing  in  Rivers,  which  are  strictly  preserved. 
GROUSE  MOORS  and  MIXED  SHOOTING  TO  BE  LET.    Nearest  Station,  LIANFYLLIN. 

Postal  Address  AND  Telegraph  Address—  |  RinUMnMn  ADMC 

MISS  DAVIES.  LAKE  VYENWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY. 

(In  connection  with  Kind's  Arms,  O 


INCHNADAMPH  HOTEL, 


ASSYNT,  SDTHERLANDSHIRE,  N.B. 

Free  Ptshlng  on  Loch  and  River, 

tv^'  ^ALLACE  (late  of  Rhloonlch  Hotel)  haa 
J^L^^^S-  ^'^^  refurnished  In  the 

wnf  i?f        "i^"^'         '^'"^  personal  attention, 

ana  comfort.  New  sanitary  arrangement.^^.  The  hotel 
^  beautifully  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  L^^^t 
r?.£''A^*'°"?'^f  Salm™.  Salmo  terox,  and  Triut 
fh«  P'"^  F'"^*         "■°<1  °ne  broad,  and  i  s 

f™r  ^fif"'""*'  S'""?  ^  Awe,  distant 

four  miles,  excellent  for  trout  and  salmon.  Oillaroo 
f7,?,.,H  a  peculiar  species  of  trout  Is  to  be 

Ir^lf  in  abundance.  There  are  also  a  number  of  other 
™  li  ^/'''f?.™  convenient  to  hotel.  Boats  and 
Tmfn  f?r^„1  fls»ii°er  tackle;  posting.  Eoute- 

Tiain  to  Lairg  mail  coach  to  Inchnadamph,  or  carriane 

mS^oTed^wfJh^"  '"^  P'""""^'^  ^ 

W.  WAXLAOE,  Proprietor. 

SALMOI  iHD  TROUT  FISHIIG. 

AEGTLLSHIEE,  N.B. 

S^^^SS'/^t^^^^^N,  GBILSE.and  TEODT 
'  loriiJNU  on  the  famous  Eiver  Awe  FEEE 
to  Visitors.  Good  Trout  Fishing  on  Five  Mile* 
of  the  Eiver  Nant  can  be  had  on  payment  of  a 
jmall  fee.  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Looh  Etive  and 
Brown  Trout  on  HUl  Lochs  free. 

D.  MAODONALD.  Proprietor. 

FORD  HOTEL,  LOCH  AWE. 

UNDER    NEW  MANAGEMENT. 

THE  above  Hotel  is  nicely  situated  at  the  lower 
end  of  Loch  Awe,  and  has  been  greatly 
improved,  refurnished,  and  enlarged.  It  can  be 
reached  by  coach  from  Ardrishaig,  to  which 
steamers  from  Glasgow  run  daily.  Also  during 
season  by  steamers  on  Loch  Awe  and  coaches 

^To^Sw^  ^^^^  SALMOW  &  TROUT 
X'ISHING.  Postal  Address:  Ford  Hotel  by 
Lochgilphead.  Telegraphic  Address  :  Hotel, 
Ford,  Argyll.— D.  MoDALL,  Proprietor. 

TOMINTOUL.  ^^a?.ffia?'^ 


St.  BOSWELL'S,  N.B. 

BUCCLEUCH  ARMS  HOTEL 

PLEASANTLY  situated  on  St.  Boswell's  Green 
one  mile  from  station ;  within  five  minutes 
walk  of  Biver  Tweed    Excellent  Trout  Fishing, 
about  four  miles  open  water.   First-class  accom- 
modation ;  posting  all  branches. 
Telephone 910.  T.  GRINHAM 


RHRnFR  r<(ir  UMPuniM  K^yers  hotel,  loch  ness. 

*'*'**Utn  kOI\|  LHIlUnULIrli       Re-decoratea  ana  most  Com/ortably  Re-fumished 


Tiie  most  convenient  place  to  stay  to  fish 
all  parts  of  this  river  is  at  the 

ESKDALE  TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

Every  Accommodation  for  Anglers  and 
Families. 

For  Fishing  Prospectus  and  Tariff, 
apply  to~ 

Wm.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 
(LOOH  TAY) 

GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

B^^F'^'^^.^^'''^  SITUATED  on  the  banks  of  the 
Klver  Dochart,  surrounded  by  wild,  picturesque 
.  »  ?  m  romantic  scenery  ;  six  miles  from  the  head 
of  Loch  Tay,  and  one  mile  from  Luib  Station  on  the 
Callander  and  Oban  Railway.  Five  miles  of  Rood 
Salmon  and  Trout  fishing  on  the  River  Dochart :  Loch 
Dochart  and  Loch  Nubhalr  free  to  visitors  staying  at 
the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home  Comfort,  com- 
bined with  moderate  charges.  Parties  Boarded.  Golf 
r'^S:  ..F^^'^^SivV.",  branches.  Post  and  Telegraph, 
Lulb  Station.    DONALD  MONAUGHTON.  Proprietor. 

GUILFAIL  HOTEL 

Pass  of  Melfort,  near  Obj^n. 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  FREE. 

CJEASON  April  lat  till  end  of  September- 

•  Also  Deep-Sea  Fishing  Boats  and  steady  boatmen 
for  the  use  of  Anglers.  BUliard  Room,  Lawn  Tennis 
and  all  conveniences  connected  with  hotel.  Families 
Boarded  by  the  Week  or  Month.  No  accommoaTation 
for  servants.  Charges  according  to  Board  and  Apart- 
ments required.  Luncheons  and  Teas  always  ready  on 
arrival  of  coaches  to  and  from  Oban.  Ford,  and  Loch 
Awe.  B<m«e~Per  Steamer  "Columba"  from  Glasgow 
Greenock,  and  Gom-ook  daily  to  Ardrishaig:  thence 
Royal  Mall  Coach  or  by  Caledonian  Railway  to  Oban  • 
thence  daily  Coach  In  season,  or  hire,  16  miles. 

The  hotel.keeper  has  been  stocking  his  lochs  annually 
for  the  last  fifteen  years  with  the  famous  Loch  Leven 
and  Fontinalis,  or  Great  American  Brook  Trout  from 
the  Howletoun  Fishery,  Stirling,  and  the  Solwav 
Kshery,  Dumfries.  Several  Hundred  Yearling  Rainbow 
Trout  have  been  added  this  season,  taken  from  the 
wyresdale  Flshei-y,  Lancashire. 

JOHN  MCFADTEN. 
Cullfall  Hotel,  Kilmelford.  by  Loch  Gilphead. 

Telegraphlo  Address— McFadyen,  Kilmelford. 
Telegraph  Office  20  yards  from  Hotel 


Re-decorated  and  most  Comfortably  Re-furnished 
throughout. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
overlooliing  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Biver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate.  S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


CULAG  HOTEL,  LOCHINVER, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

C<PLENDID  TEOUTING  in  numerous 
^  lochs,  free;  ferox,  salmon,  sea  trout;  ex- 
cellent sea  fishing.  Telegrams,  "Culag,  Loch 
'njier."  J.  Mackenzie. 

Houte  Bail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily  mail 
coach,  or  hire;  or  Mr.  MacBrayne's  steamers 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  &c.,  once  a  week. 


Lochboisdale  Hotel,  Island  of  South  Ulst. 

SPORTSMEN  can  obtain  at  this  famed  Angling 
centre  Free  Fishing  on  over  seventy  Lochs,  all 
preserved  and  attached  to  this  Hotel.  Spring 
Fishing,  during  which  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  are  got 
opens  flrat  week  of  March  and  continues  to  end  of 
April.  In  May  and  June  excellent  Brown  Trout  fishing 
From  July  to  end  of  October  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
afford  very  good  sport.  Boats  provided  free  on  all 
fresh  water  Lochs.  Delightfully  situated.  Eighteen 
hole  Golf  Course  on  western  shore  of  the  Island,  open 
to  Hotel  visitors.  Posting.  Telegraph  Office  close  to 
Hotel.   Daily  Steamer  from  ban. 

MACKENZIE,  Lessee. 


ISTANLEY  HOTEL, 
Stanley,  Perthshire. 

TAMES  S.  MOWAT  begs  to  intimate  to  anglers 
and  the  public  generally  that  he  has  taken  a 
leaseof  this  hotel,  formerly  known  as  the  Victoria 
May.  Many  improvements  are  being  made  both 
outside  and  inside.  No  expense  is  being  spared 
ou  the  refurnishing  and  decorations  to  make  it 
an  altractive  and  comfortable  Anglers'  Eesort. 
Having  b;en  trained  to  the  business  in  several  of 
the  best  and  largest  hotels  in  the  kingdom,  he 
has  every  confidence,  from  his  experience,  that 
he  will  give  entire  satisfaction  to  his  patrons. 
Stanley  being  on  light  sandy  soil,  high  and 
bracing,  makes  it  an  attractive  health  resort. 
Fine  walks  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay.  Salmon 
and  trout  fishing  on  the  Tay,  by  the  day,  week, 
or  month,   Posting  in  all  its  branches. 

JAMES  S.  MOWAT, 

Stanley  Hotel,  Stanlny,  Perthshire. 


ALTNAHARRA  HOTEL, 
SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

Is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Naver. 
and  surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  Trout  Ashing 
lochs  in  Sutherland,  all  of  which  can  be  fished  I 
by  visitors  at  the  Hotel;  boats  free. 

Salmon  fishing  on  Loch  Naver  free  from 
May  1-5  to  end  of  September. 

Charoes  Moderate. 
Carriages  and  Horses  kept  for  Hire. 

Mrs.  MCTNEO 


ORKNEY. 

"DAEONY  HOTEL,  Birsay,  Orkney,  on 
shores  of  Loch  Birsay;  easy  distance  of 
Lochs  Hunland  and  Swannoy.  Health  resort, 
surrounded  partly  by  Atlantic.  Sea  coast  scenery 
very  grand:  bathins-.  Same  Proprietor.— 
SMITHFIELD  HOTEL,  near  Loch  Harray. 
Conveyances  for  hire.  Letters  and  Telegrams 
"  Spence,"  Smithfleld,  Dounby,  Orkney. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  Angler's  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox. 
Fishing  on  Locha  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  Gillies.    Posting,  Ac. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  1896,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  ONB 
rod,  2206  flsh,  weighmg  11251b. 


STANDING  STONES  HOTEL, 

STENNESS,    STROMNESS,  ORKNEY. 

THIS  first  class  Hotel  is  on  the  banks  of  Loch 
Stenness,  and  is  five  minutes'  walk  from 


(In  connection  with  Kind's  Arms,  Oban.) 
■|>JEW  First-class  Family  Hotel  and 
■^^  Health  Eesort;  1161ft.  above  sea  level  -  on 
driving  route  between  Braemar,  Balmoral,  and 
Grantown.  FiSHiNa,  Golf,  Postins.  Telegrams- 
"Hotel,  Tomlntoul."  A.  M'TAVISH. 

The  Esk,  Dumfriesshire. 

CEOWiT  HOTEL,  LANGHOLM. 
Most  Central.  Principal,  and  Largest  Hotel 
in  Neighbourhood. 

SALMON,  Sea  Xrout,  Herling,  and  Trout 
Fishing.  Headquarters  of  the  Eoad  and  Path 
Cycle  .iVssbciation.  Postins.  Moderate  terms. 
'Bus  meets  all  trains.    Tariff  ou  application. 

ADAM  WATT,  Proprietor. 

STAFFORD  ARMS  HOTEL, 
SCOURIE,    SUTHERLANDSHIRE.  N.B. 

(Under  New  Management.) 
CELEBRATED  HEALTH  and  PLEASURE  RESORT 

Free  Fishinc,  Boating.  Driving, 
Mountaineering. 

ANGLING  on  tte  Duart-More  and  numerous  lochn 
for  Salmon.  Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Brown  Trout 
grand  mountameering  and  marine  exoursions 
Hrst-rate  sea  fishing  and  sea  bathing ;  looking  out  on 
the  wondrous  island  of  Handa,  with  its  unique  wall 
precipices  and  myriads  of  sea  fowl.  Choice  spot  (or 
the  angler,  geologist,  botanist,  *c.  Hiring,  boats,  boat- 
men, and  guides.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per 
Royal  Mall,  or  by  steamer  to  Loch  Inver  and  Badoall 
and  drive.  ROD.  FINLAYSON.  Proprietor. 

S^XiElsT  HOTEL. 
Isle  of  Mull,  Argylesliire. 

UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT. 

THIS  Hotel  has  undergone  extensive  altera- 
tions, and  is  replete  with  every  home  comfort. 
Good  Trout  Fishing  Free  to  Visitors  stij-ing  at 
the  Hotel.  Terms  moderate.  Eoute :  Bail  to 
Obin;  thence  boat,  twice  daily.  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Office  -'OU  yards  from  Hotel.  Telegraphir 
address.  -'Salen,  Mull.  ' 

Proprietor,  MALCOLM  McEAE, 


the  Loch  of  Harry.  FBEE  FISmNQ'on  Loch 
Stenness,  Harry,  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 
Terms  on  application. 

JOHZr  UACXAT,  Proprietor. 

Also  I  —   ,™ 

MASON'S  ARMS  HOTEL,    DRUMBEG  HOTEL, 

Rnth  By  LAIRG,  SUTHEBLANDSHIRE. 

Both  Hotels  connected  by  telephone.  |  New  Manauement, 

FIRST  RATE  Trout  Fishing  Free  on  numerous 
Lochs  connected  ivilh  this  Hotel. 
ALEXE.  ROSE  (from  Hotel.  Lochinver). 
,     Eoute:  Bail  to  Lairg,  thence  mail  car  or  Sir. 
I  Mac-brayne's  steamer  from  Glasgow  and  inter 
mediate  places,  once  a  weel;. 

MOT  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

And 

RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  Lough  Conn. 

PATEONISED  by  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Saxe-Weimar,  Earl  and  Countess  Lucan, 
Nobility  and  Gentry.   The  Proprietor  has  just 
I  taken  valuable  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  river  Moy, 
close  to  the  Hotel,  for  the  use  of  Anglers  staying 
'  there.    Fish  can  be  retained  by  them.  For 
particulars  apply  to   E.  MUBTAQH,  Proprietor 


TONGFE  HOTEL, 
SUTHERUND,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  MACINNES,  Proprietor. 

"  3LEASANTLT  situated  on  the  North  Coast 
JZ  of  Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts 
of  that  famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded 
by  some  of  the  finest  scenery  "of  the  Highlands. 
Splendid  brown  trout,  sea  trout,  and  deep  sea 
fishing  within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on 
all  the  lochs  and  Kyle.  Good  golf  course  of  nine 
holes.    Drawing  room  and  two  sitting  rooms. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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IMPERIAL  HOTEL, 

Patronised  by  His  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Earl  of  Arran, 
H.M.L.,the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 

TOtJBISTS  and  anglers  will  And  superior 
accommodation  at  above  hotels,  and  flrst- 
class  cuisine. 

The  proprietor  has  secured  the  exclusive 
flshing  rights  on  the  preserved  portion  of 
the  river  Moy  at  Eahins,  where  some  of  the 
best  salmon  casts  are  known  to  be  on  the  river, 
which  are  specially  reserved  for  visitors  staying 
at  the  above  hotels— all  fish  killed  being  their 
own. 

He  also  begs  to  state  that,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  he  has  just  made  arrangements  with 
the  Moy  Fishery  Company,  which  they  have 
been  pleased  to  grant,  that  all  anglers  staying 
at  the  above  hotels  shall  have  the  exclusive 
right  of  flshing  the  non-tidal  portion  of  their 
waters  free  of  charge.  AU  fish  kUled  to  be  the 
property  of  the  angler. 

All  communications  shall  have  immediate 
attention.    Telegrams— "Flynn,  Ballina." 


SWAN  HOTEL,  TEN8URY,  WORCESTERSHIRE. 

AY  or  Season  Tickets  can  be  procured  from  the  Hotel,  which  is  noted  for  its 
healthy  situation,  scenery,  and  comfort.    See  Pall  Mall  Majjazine,  March,  189G. 
The  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply  are  perfect."— B.  W.  Jervis, 
M.l.A.M.C.E.  HENRY  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


MATLOCK  BATH,  DERBYSHIRE. 

ylSITORS  staying  at  the  ROYAL  HOTEL  can  fish  the  well-known  waters  of  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  AngUng  Association,  extending  over  seven  miles  of  the 
celebrated  Eiver  Derwent.  Well  stocked  with  Trout  and  Grayling. 

For  terms  apply  T.  TYACKs  Proprietor  (late  of  the  New  Bath  Hotel). 

BUS  nyciEETS  a?s,^i3<rs. 


FREE  FISHING 

On  the  Eiver  MOY  and  reserved  portion 
for  ang-lers  staying  at  the 

EOYAL  HOTEL, 

Board  .£2  10s.  per  week.    No  perquisites. 

ROSSES  FISHERY. 

DUNOX.0E,  CO.  DOBTEGAIi. 

SPLENDID  WHITE  AND  BBOWN  TEOUT 
FISHING— Comprising  over  100  Lakes- 
Eight  of  these  Lakes  white  trout  run  up  to  61b. 
and  over  Largest  basket  last  season,  271b.  9oz. ; 
heaviest  fish,  61b.  2oz.  Situated  in  the  wUds  of 
Donegal.  Splendid  mountain  and  coast  scenery. 
Seal  and  rock-pigeon  shooting.  Fifteen  boats  on 
the  Lakes.  Beat  Lakes  within  IJ  miles  of  the 
Hotels,  at  which  excellent  accommodation  can  be 
had.  Fishing  terms  :  iOs.  monthly,  l-5s.  weekly, 
3s.  6d.  per  day ;  5s.  per  day  man  and  boat.  New 
light  railway  to  Fintown,  within  ten  miles.  A 
Hatchery  has  been  erected  at  considerable  cost ; 
15,000  Lough  Leven  fry  and  5000  Bainbow  Trout 
fry  turned  out  this  season,  as  well  aa  a  large 
number  of  Salmon  try.  Full  particulars  from 
S.  HAKIiOXr,  C.F.S.,  Uana^er, 

Dungloe,  Go.  Donegal. 


BAKEWELL.— The  Derbyshire  Wye. 

rPHE  RUTLAND  ARMS  HOTEL,  under  NEW  PEOPEIETOESHIP.  Every 
■  -  accommodation  and  comfort  for  Anglers.  Ten  miles  of  the  best  TEOUT  and 
GRAYLING  FISHING  in  Derbyshire  Free  to  Visitors  staying  at  this  Hotel. 

T.  TYACKj  Proprietor  (late  of  the  New  Bath  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath). 


LAMB  HOTEL, 

Dulverton,  West  Somerset. 

HUNTERS,  POSTING. 

TWENTY  MILES  OF 

Excellent  Free  Fishing 

For  visitors  staying  at  the  above  well- 
known  Hotel  on  rivers  Exe  and  Barle. 
First-clasa     accommodation.  Cbarges 
trictly  moderate. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  GWYNNE-VAUGHAN, 
Proprietors. 


SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

KIIiLALOE,  IBBLAND. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Trout  Fishing  in  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  tins  station;  also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Bcotland,  on  application  to  S.  J.  HURLEY,  KiUaloe, 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  abont  last  week  in  May,  when  the  big 
tront  are  about  in  thousands. 


Free  Fishing  on  Louglis  Corrib  and  Maslf. 

SALMON,  Trout,  Pike,  Ferox,  and  large 
GiUaroo..   Magnificent  lake  scenery 
unsurpassed  in  any  part  of  Ireland. 
CAELISLE  AEMS,  Cong,  Connemara. 

J.  B.  O  DONOHOE,  Proprietor. 
Nearest  station,  Balliurobe  (•>  miles),  or  daily 
steaiunr  from  Galway  lands  passengers  withiu  one 
mile  of  Hotel.  Full  particulars  upon  application. 


lOUGHS  COinJ  AND  CULLIN. 

FBEE  SALMON,  CHAB,  TSODT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING. — SnbBcriber  begs  to  Intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  hia  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  scenery 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Cnllin;  within  ten  inlnutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
and  trout  flshing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modem  system.  Terms — 
Ijoard  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £3  lOs 
per  week.  Subscriber  begs  to  announce  that  he 
has  now  secured  the  Bight  of  2000  Acres  of  good 
Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  further  par- 
ticulars apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Hkaly,  The 
Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  oo.  Mayo 
Ireland. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL 

CBOSSMOLINA,  BALLINA.  ^ 

TTTOST-CLASS  SALMON  and  TBOUT  FISH- 
Jj  ING  FEEE.  Charming  situation.  Cater 
ing  and  accommodation  the  best  possible. "  Bath 
rooms,  hot  and  cold.  Suites  of  apartments 
Boats  and  vehicles  of  all  kinds  always  in  readi 
ness.— Apply  to  M.  J.  FITZGERALD. 

If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 

send  23.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  "The  PtJBLiSHBRS'  OiB 

OCIAB  AND  BOOKSKLLBBS'  BBCORD,"    St.  Dun 

Stan's  House  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


Best  Trout  Fishing 
in  Germany 


WUTACH,  BLACK  FOREST, 

HOTEL  BHD  BOLL. 

Fishing  Free  to  Visitors 

staying  at  the  Hotel. 
Write  for  Prospectus  to 
P.  BOGNER, 

Hotel  Bad  Boil, 
Bei  Bonndorf,  Baden. 


OULTON  BROAD  FISHERY, 

LOWESTOFT. 

Preserved  under  the  Norfolk,  &  Suffolk  Fisheries  Act. 


QUAETEES:    WHEEEY  HOTEL, 
MUTFOED  BEIDGE.  Beautifully 
tuated.    Established  nearly  a  century. 
Boats,  2s. ;  full  bait,  Is. ;  men,  4s.  per  day. 
Terms  for  stopping  Visitors  on  applica- 
tion.   Gravel  and  sandy  soil. 

Q.  mASOir,  Proprietor. 


GHUDLEI6H,  DEVON. 

CLIFFORD   ARMS  HOTEL. 

Under  ITew  Management. 


HIS   Hotel  is  situated   near  the  famous 
Chudleigh  Books  and  Eiver  Teign.  Good 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing.    TICKETS  FBEE 
VISITOES.     First-class  accommodation.— 
Moderate  inclusive  tariS  on  application  to 

H.  HEYWABD,  Proprietor 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

T^ear  Kingshridge,  Devon. 
THE  SPORTING  HOTEL  OP  THE  WEST. 

GOOD  SHOOTING  for  GAME  and 
EABBITS  ;  good  sea  fishing  (in 
Start  Bay)  ;  good  fishing  for  pike,  perch, 
roach, and  rudd  (in  Torcross  Ley) ;  billiards 
and  tennis  ;  terms  moderate  ;  nearest  rail 
way  stations,  Kingsbridge  and  Dartmouth 
(G.W.E.).     W..  VI CKEEY,  Proprietor, 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX 

local  Headquarters  of  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  now  under  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  class  accommo- 
dation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen  visiting 
Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Commercial  purposes. 

F.  HOMEWOOD, 

(Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Propiutor. 
Boats  and  men  engaged  on  receipt  of  wire  or  letter 

THE  STOKESAY  CASTLE  HOTEL, 

CBAVEN  ABMS, 

SOXTXH  SHROPSHIRE 

(Midway  between  Church  StrMon  and  Ludlow.) 
SCELLENT  TEOUT  and  GEAYLING 
FISHING  on  a  mile  of  the  Eiver  Onny 
for  visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Lovely  scenery 
beautiful  valleys;  charming  walks  and  drives 
Suites  of  rooms  by  the  day,  week,  or  month. 
Cyclists'  Union  headquarters.  Capital  railway 
centre.  Selected  stock  of  wines  and  spirits. 
Every  comfort  guaranteed.  Posting  in  aU 
branches.  E.  HAETSHOEN,  Proprietor. 

JUST  OPENED,  VICTORIA  INN, 

Fully  Licensed,  on  Banks  of  the  Ouee 
SPLENDID  PISHING. 

Good  accommodation  for  Anglers.  Term 
moderate. 

1  HARRY  CRAWLE  f,  Proprietor 


NOWDON  RANGER  HOTEL, 

Lake  Quellyn, 

NEAR 

CARNARVON. 

The  finest  Trout  and  Char  fishing  free 
Splendid  centre  for  mountaineering. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL 

XT  OBOES,  ANGLESEY. 

B BIGHT  bracing  climate.  Capital  Trout 
Fishing  (lakes  and  streams').  Sea  Fishing 
and  splendid  Bathing  Sands.  Grand  Sporting 
Golf  Course  adjoins  Hotel  and  sea  coast.  Plan 
of  links  and  moderate  inclusive  tariff  on  request 
Proprietor,  T.  J.  OOTTBELL 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Five  miles  private  water  of  the  Earl  of 
Carnarvon,  rivers  Exe  and  Barle,  reserved 
free  to  visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station  ;  quite  in  the  country 

five  hours  from  London. 
The  late  Lord  Tennyson  stayed  here  when 
visiting  Dulverton,  June,  1891. 


The  SWAN  HOTEL 

(S.TAI3SrE3  BRIDG-E). 

OST  pleasantly  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames.    The  best  reach  on 
the  Thames  for  TEOUT.    Season  com 
mences  April  1.    Punts  and  Boats  to  Let 
Good  stabling. 

A,  BURROW,  Proprietor 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL 

Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

FEEE  FISHING  to  Hotel  Guests  over  the 
private  water  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 
(recently  re-stocked).— Moderate  inclusive  tariff 
on  application  to  the  Pbopkieior. 

Season  commences  March  1. 
Flies  suitable  for  the  district  may  be  obtained 
at  the  Hotel. 


"CHARLES  COTTON"  HOTEL 

Kartington,  Ashbourne  (Derbyshire) 

Telegrams,  "  Hartington." 
Station— Parsley  Hay.  L.  *  N.W.  i  miles. 
Conveyances  meet  trains  by  arrangement 
Quiet  country  rclreat,  situated  on  ;he  bank 
the  Eiver  Dove,  in  the  healthiest  part  of  the 
Peak;  five  minutes'  wall:  from  Beresford  Dale 
and  close  to  Dovedale  and  the  beautiful  Manifold 
Valley.  Post  hofocs  and  carriages  kept.  Fishin^ 
on  2  miles  of  preserved  water  on  the  Eiver  Dove 
free  to  guests.  H.  OLIVEE  Proprietor 


IS  IN  THE 


NORWAY. 

VINJE  HOTEL,  VOSSESTRANDEN,  NORWAY. 

/^lOMFOETABLE  Country  Hotel,  halfway 
between  Voss  and  Stalheim,  one  day  from 
Bergen.  Good  table,  bath  room,  &e.  Terms 
moderate.  Good  trout  flshing  free  in  Morkdal 
Lake  and  Eiver,  and  Opheim  Lake,  and  private 
flshing  in  Bygd  Eiver  for  a  small  charge. 


REAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY, 


rpoUEISTS'  FOETNIGHTLY  and 
to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
TICKETS  to  YAEMOUTH,  Lowestoft, 
Cromer,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
■Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold  and 
Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  trains  from 
LONDON  (Liverpool  -  street),  also  from 
G.E.  suburban  stations  and  New  Cross 
(L.B.  and  S.C.),  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  These  cheap  tickets 
are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland) 
and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  BACK, 
2s  6d.  daily,  by  through  fast  trains  from 
LIVEEPOOL  -  STEEET  and  FEN- 
CHUECH  -  STEEET.  Cheap  Through 
Tickets  are  also  issued  at  stations  on  the 
Metropolitan  and  Metropolitan  District 
Eailways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  H AEWICH 
and  BACK,  4s.,  from  Liverpool-street, 
on  SUNDAYS,  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on 
MONDAYS  at  8.0  a.m. 

BEOXBOUENE  and  EYE  HOUSE, 
6d.  daily,  from  Liverpool-street,  &c., 
and  on  week  days  only  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOEEST,  Is.  daily,  from 
Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  Dept- 
ford-road  (East  London  Eailway),  Gospel 
Oak,  &c. 

For  fuU  particulars  see  bills. 

WILLIAM  BIET, 

General  Manager. 

London,  June,  1898. 

PROPERTIES  With  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  including 
salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings  should 
advertise  the  same  in 

Established  1S76. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 
Address  the  Proprietors— 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

Limited, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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— Sli/^-- -"fli  '-oolLessons  m  Fly  and  Bait  Casting. 

AND   TACKLE    MANUFACTURERS,  -^^^^^  V  U 


WHOLESALE,   RETAIL.  AND  EXPORT   FISHING  ROD 
AND   TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD, 

Close  to  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  W.C. 

WHITE  CANE  E0AC^0DS,'b7st,  five  joints,  two  tops,  pack  into  two,  fancy 
and  closely  whipped  bronzed  ferrules,  German  silver  brazings,  metal  lined  in 
lower  joints.    LIGHT  and  STIFF.    30s.  and  20a. 

BAMBOO  ROACH  and  BREAM  RODS,  ringed,  brazed,  and  winch  fittings,  two 

tops,  pack  into  three;  20ft.,  lOs.  6d. ;  18ft.,  83.  6d. ;  15ft  6a 

WHOLE  CANE  LEDGER,  LIGHT  SPINNING,  PUNT,  or  PIKE  RODS 

'  ^""^'^  «"ake  rings,  balance  handle 

and  bag,  lOs.  od.  ■  ' 

NOTTINGHAM  REELS,  cast  brass  backs  :  3in.,  Is.  2d.  and  la.  9d  •  3iin 
Is.  4d.  and  2s.  ;  4in.,  la.  9d.  and  3s.  " 

Ditto,  ditto,  with  OPTIONAL  CHECK:  3in.,  2a.  6d.,  3s.  3d.,  3s.  6d. :  31in  3s 
6s.  bd.,  4s  ;  4in.,  3s.  ed.,  4s.,  Ss.  2    >  •> 

NOTTINGHAM  SILK  TWIST;  40yds.,  6d.  and  7d.    SOyia.,  Is.  and  Is  2d 

?LTS?n^»-^cil^'  '        4«  6d.  per  100  yards. 

JJest  UUi  CASTS,  3yds.,  stout,  medium,  fine  xf,  2x,  3x,  4x,  6d  each 

Very  good  Gut  Casts,  ditto,  4d.  each. 

Be5t  GUT  HOOKS,  in  all  shapes,  6d.  dozen. 

I'^l  IV^Sr^'^^^  FLOATING  DRY  FLIES,  on  Eyed  Hooks,  Is.  6d.  dozen 
Best  TROUT  FLIES,  on  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks,  Is.  dozen 
FLOATING  DRY  FLY  LINES;  30yds.,  38.  5d.  =  40yds.,  4s  7d 
 CATALOGUES  QBATIS.      TERMS  CASH 


MR.  JOHN  ENRIGHT 

(Champion  of  the  World) 
will  be  in  London  shortly  to 
give  Lessons  in  Fly  and  Bait 

Casting. 
Anglers  who   intend  taking 
Lessons  will  please  commu- 
nicate as  early  as  possible 
with 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  AND  SON, 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 

CASTLE  CONNELL, 

Near  LIMERICK. 


KING,  MALCOM  &  CO., 

"  TANNED  ANGOLA  WADERS 


Inventors 
of  the 


(Write  for  Catalogue). 
X9,  1L.EICESTER   SQUARE,  W.C. 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN, 

Late  of  19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds, 

Begs  to  inform  his  numerous  friends  and  customers  that  he  I 


ANDERSONS 


CELEBRATED 


BROGUES. 


IS  now 


MANAGER  to  the  ANGLERS'  SUPPLY  STORES, 

10,  INFIRMARY  STREET,  LEEDS, 

All  orders  forwarded  to  thal^^address  will  receive  hi's  careful 
personal  attention  as  before.  i^c^ieiui 

Telegrams— ^^Walbran,  10,  Infirmary  Street,  Leeds." 

Yachting  AND  Fishing  on  the  Norfolk  Broads.  I 

Yachts  from  2  to  30  tons  to  Let.    Lists  Free. 

Fishing  Tackle  of  every  description. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  54,  London  Street,  NORWICH 

lAMBERT  I  BUTLER'S 

HIGH  CLASS  TOBACCOS. 

ORIGINAL   PRIZE  MEDALS. 

Jessamine,  May  Blossom,  Prize  Medal  Bird's  Eye,  Gold  Flake, 
Golden  Valley,  Navy  Cut,  laverley  Mixture,  Log  Cabin, 
Blended  Navy  Cut,  and  Kentucky  Mixture, 

Are  Sold  by  TobacooniBts  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  in 
Patent  Air-tight  Tins  and  Packets, 

BEARING  LAMBERT  &  BUTLER'S 

NAME  AND  TRADE  MARK  ON  THE  LABELS, 


ANDERSONS' 

(No.  1) 

"  Sandeman  Brogues. 

Best  quality  leather  and  Canvas,  with  Sandproof 
Patent  Fastenings,  for  Hard  Wear, 

Fraser  Sandeman,  Esq.,  writes  :  "  They 
are  the  bast  I  ever  had,  and  the  Metal 
Fastenings  ire  a  great  improvement, while 
the  tongue  being  sewn  all  rotind  is  a 
decided  advantage." 

Sizes,  6's  to  12's,  27/6,  cash  dis.  I  t, 
26/2  net.  Size  13  s  29/6.  cash  dis.  1  «, 
28/-  net. 

ANDERSONS' 
(No.  9) 


Leather  and  Canvas. 
Sizes  6's  to  12's  fil  '- 
Sizes  1.3's     ...  22/6 


For  Medium  Woek. 
cash  dis.  1/-,  20/-  net. 
'     •••      1/-,  21/6  „ 


W  tf 

ALL  INDIA  BUBBEE. 
11/-  ...  cash  discounted.  ...  10/6  net. 
(No.  10)  ditto  with  Leather  Soles  and  Heels, 
16/6  •■•  cash  discount  lOd.  ...  15/8  net. 


ANDERSONS'  (No.  5) 

BROGUES. 


ANDERSONS'  (No.  4) 

"NEVERSLIP" 
BROGUES. 


ALL  INDIA  BUBBEE.  -    =r   ,  »  — 

^?o1^Dit?^withW^T,  '^■'H^'T-  ^or  Ughi  wear,  with  F^li  soles  and  HobbbdHeel. 
^^''^  l^^"lslgoTt"d'°'l1^°tt^^^'^^  '        ''''^"V'J'^'r'  ^"^^  '"'^ 

NOTE  ADDRESS- 

ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  i  ANDERSON,  Ltd., 

THE  WATESPBOOF  DSAZTUFACTUBEBS 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

(And  at  CARDIFF,  8,  QUEEN  STREET.) 
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C.  FARLOW  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  First  Class  Rods  and  Tackle. 


THE  "PENNELL" 
STREAM  TROUT  FLIES. 

Kept  in  Stock. 


THE  "BICKERDYKE"  DOUBLE-HOOK  SALMON  FLY. 

For  Salmo  irritans,  or  Short  Rising  Fish. 


THE  "PENNELL"  SEA 
TROUT  and  LAKE  FLIES 

Kept  in  Stock. 


Blue  Upright.      Ked  Spinnor. 
Furnace  Brown. 
Good  Devonshire  Patterns. 


DOUBLE 
SPLIT  -  WINGED  EYED 
TROUT  FLIES. 

The  wings  of  these  flies  are  made  of 
double  feathers  instead  of  single. 


"  Johu  Bickerdjke  "  vfrites  in  "  Days  in  Thule,  with  Eod,  Giui,  and 
Camera"  : — "To  rise  ten  salmon  in  a  day  without  lauding  one  would 
make  any  fisherman  dissatisfied  with  his  tackle  and  himself.  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  tbat  ordinary  salmon  flies  were  of  little  use  foi' 
Salmo  irritans,  and  that  for  him  something  specially  diabolical  must  be 
devised.  Clearly  the  hook  should  project  beyond  the  tail  of  the  fly 
so  far  that  if  the  fish  seized  only  the  tip  of  the  wing,  the  point  of  the 
hook  would  be  within  his  mouth  ;  therefore  the  hook  must  be  small  in 
the  bend,  though  long  in  the  shank,  and  not  unnecessarily  heavy  in  the 
wire."  These  hooks  are  made  in  the  following  lengths : 
Inches— 2,  If,  li,  li,  1. 

"  In  five  days'  fishing,  when  using  the  long-shanked,  small  bend, 
double  hooks,  I  touched  eleven  fish  and  landed  ten — a  residt  which  is, 
of  course,  not  impossible  with  the  ordinary  single  hook,  but  speaks 
very  well  for  the  new  shape." 

Patterns  recommended  by  "  John  Bickerdyke "  are  Jock  Scotts, 
Doctors,  Lions,  and  Fiery  Browns ;  also  strongly  recommended  for 
large  short  rising  Sea  Trout. 


Hackle  Claret.  Hackle  Black. 
Hackle  Eed.    Hackle  Yellow. 


ROLLED-WINGED  EYED 
TROUT  FLIES. 

All  the  Principal  Patterns  kept  in 
Stock. 


ARLOW'S  "PERFECT"  LieHT  SALMON  OR  RRILSE  RODS 

In  Greenheart  for  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  cannot  use 
h^avy  rods.  Made  in  two  lengths^  14ft.  and  15ft.,  fitted  with 
all  the  latest  improvements,  cork  handle,  snake  rings,  and  straight 
ferrules.  We  are  now  able  to  produce  these  rods  much  lighter 
than  formerly.  In  balance  and  action  the  rods  are  constructed  on 
the  most  improved  principles ;  they  have  been  thoroughly  tested, 
and  found  to  be  quite  powerful  enough  for  most  salmon  rivers. 

The  14ft.  Rod  weighs  about  24  ounces,  price  £2  15  O,  with  two  Tops. 
The  15ft.  Rod  weighs  about  28  ounces,  price  £3  5  0,  with  two  Tops. 

FARLOW'S  "PERFECT" 

CORK  HANDLE  GREENHEART  TROUT  ROD. 

Made  In  three  pieces,  varying  In  lengths  from  9ft.  to  lift. 

The  grips  of  these  rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually 
left  for  the  grip.  The  Cork  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the  cork 
as  above  the  grip,  consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  rods  of  the  same  length.  The  play 
of  the  rod  being  continued  from  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own 
Rodmakers,  finished  in  the  best  manner  possible,  and  have  every  improvement.  Straight  Metal  Fittings 
Snake  Rings,  and  made  of  selected  Greenheart. 

Price  £1 10s.  each;  superior  finish,  £2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  each  Rod). 

lOft.  to  lOft.  6in.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry-Fly  Pishing,  weight  about  lOi  ounces. 

ALL  BOOKS  on  ANGLING  KEPT  in  STOCK. 

Illustrated  Price  List  Gratis  and  Post  Free, 
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Special  Prepaid 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
EXCHANGE  COLUMN 

One  Shilling  for  e&ch  Twelve  Words.  Minimum 

charge,  Two  Shillings. 
K.B.— These  advertisements  must  be  pr^atd  or 
they  will  not  be  inserted. 


FEATHEES  and  MATERIALS  for  FLY 
DBESSING.— B.  T.  WILLIAMS,  Practical 
Fly  Dresser  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  Kings- 
and  Herefordshire,  holds  a  most  extensive 
and  varied  stock  of  all  kinds  of  feathers,  including 
Natural  Dun,  Honey  Dnn,  Furnace.  &c..  Hackles  ; 
also  wings,  feathers,  and  skins  of  English  and 
Foreign  Birds  ;  Furs,  Mohair,  and  Pig's  Wool: 
Condor  and  other  Quills.  Hooks  (plain  and 
eyed  including  Pennell's),  Gut,  Tinsels,  SUk,  Ac. 
Appliances  of  all  sorts.  Breeder  of  fowls 
speoiaUy  for  fly-dressing  purposes  for  nearly 
jorty  years.  Detailed  price  lists  free.  Esta- 
blished over  half  a  century. 


WORMS. — The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
Pink  Tails,  the  most  briUiant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss,  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2  gross  do., 
Ss.  Send  P.0.0.  to  Habdt  Bros.,  5, 
South  St.  David-street,  Edinburgh. 

T\7"ANTED,  Two  EOD  MAKERS  ;  good 
^'      wages  ;    constant   employment. — 
David   Slater,  Acme   Rod  and  Reel 
Works,  Newark-on-Trent. 

LARGE  Fat  MAGGOTS,  fresh  from 
liver  ;  2000,  Is.  post  free.  Repeated 
orders  daily.  "  Dragnet  "  says  :  "  They 
are  certainly  superb."  —  Letters  only, 
FisHBURN,  Silsden,  Keighley. 


TROUT  and  ROACH  TACKLE,  BAITS, 
&c. — Best  Single  Hair  Bottoms,  hilf 
dozen,  2s.  4d. ;  three,  Is.  3d.  ;  fifty  lengths, 
Is.  9d.  Pennell's  Worm  Tackle,  three, 
Is.  2d.  Worms  all  kinds.  Is.  6d.,  2s.  6d.— 
PicKEBsaiLL,  22,  Ingleton-street,  Leeds. 

"pOACH,  DACE,  CHUB.— Tough  South- 
down   GENTLES,    Is.   per  tin.— 
Ernest   Borqe,  Fairford,  Gloucester. 
Recommended  by  "  Pan." 

SUPERIOR  12ft.  Steel-centre,  Split- 
cane  built  TROUT  FLY  ROD  ;  two 
tops,  lock  joints,  cork  handle,  &c.  ;  a 
London  maker ;  perfectly  new.  Price 
27s.  6d.  An  unredeemed  pledge.  Will 
send  on  approval.  —  Address  "  Pawn- 
Ijroker,"  400a,  Mile  End-road,  London. 


ESTABI.ISEED  1878. 


THE 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

Supported  by  Voluntary  Contributions. 

COMMITTEE  BOOM: 

FOEESTESS'  HALL,  Clerkenwell  Sd.,  E.C 

PBBglBENT— aOBEBT  BBIGHT  MABSTON 
(Editor  Fishing  Oazette). 

ViCB-PEESIDENTS 

F.  GBEN  (President  Anglers'  Asaooiatlon  of  London 
and  Provincial  AjigUng  Societies). 

C.  A.  MEDCALF  (President  Central  Assoolatlon  ot 
London  Angling  Clubs). 

TBEASUBEB— F.  GEEN. 
TBU8TBX8-0.  UANNINO,  O.  H.  FIELD.  B.  HURPHY 

BTEWABD— Q.  H.  FIELD. 

GSXBBAL  Secbetabt  —  R.  GHURNBT,  lie,  Murray 
street.  New  North-road. 

Anglers  holding  Privilege  Tickets  from  the 
Anglers'  or  Central  Associations  are  eligible  for 
membership.  Annual  Subscription,  la.  Id.  ;  Life 
Members,  £1  Is. 

The  Committee  meet  on  the  Second  and 
Fourth  Fridays  in  each  Mouth. 

*),*  The  Society  now  subscribes  for  12  Beds 
in  the  Friendly  Societies  Seaside  Con- 
valescent Home  at  Dover  for  the  use  of 
its  members. 

N.B.— Collection  Boxes  for  the  receipt  of  small 
Donations  will  be  supplied  to  Angling  Societies 
desirous  of  placing  such  in  their  club  rooms,  and 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH 


High-Class    Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 


Begs  to  intimate  that  lie  has  REMOVED  to  larger  and  more  commodious 
Premises  in 

NEW  SCOTT  STREET  (near  New  General  Post  OfQce), 

which  he  has  had  fitted  up  as  a 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENT, 

one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete  of  its  kind  in  Great  Britain. 


Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 

Telegrams-"  MA-LLOCH,  PEBTH." 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  Illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.  C.  G."  in  every  issue. 
Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 
A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 
"Damb  Things  All"  are  dealt  with. 
Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 
The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 
There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office:  TUDOR  ST.,  E.C. 


Anglers  wlshins  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

ITor  Fiihing  in  tlie  Avon  or  Stonr. 

SHOUIiD  ADVEBTI8B  IH 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  tor  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday,) 
"  Wanted  "  adverti.,  25  worda  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Addrasa  :  Observer  Offica,  Bournemouth. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL.  INN,  OH  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o. 

8H0mj>  ADVKBTI8B  IH 

TBS  CAMBRIDGE.  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  HIII.  Cambridge. 


WESTERN  GUARDIAN 

Mid-Weekly  Journal  for  tht  Western  Diitriet. 
Publiahed  Wednesdays  &  Thuradays.  Price  Id 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 
SKA  and  EIVEB  FISHING,  SHOOTING, 
HUNTING,  SAILING  and  BOATING,  In  tht 
Sonth  Devon  Oistrict,  thronghont  wUoll  th( 
Wttiem  Quardian  circulates. 

Advertising  Charges  Ifodirat*. 
Head  Offices:  Totnes,  Devon. 


Visitors  wishing  to  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  Kiver  Dart,  where  capital  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  s  obtainable, 

SHOULD  ADVEBTISB  IN  THB 

TOTNES  TIMES, 

Published  Friday  Evening. 
It  i«ordi,  6d.;  30  uords,  li.,  prepaid. 
Offices :  Pore  Street,  Totnes. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

("or  PiBhing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVHBTI8B  IS 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  Advti.,  IB  words,  6d.;  SOitords,  U., prepaid 
Addrsss:  News  Office,  Ashbourne 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

8HOULD  ADVBBTISB  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  6ELPER  JODRSAL 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address:  Kins  Street,  Alfreton. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES 

Honses,  Land,  &  Estates 
To  LET  &  for  SALE 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZEnE. 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture, 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Besulta  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 
Ohibv  Office 
6,  ST.  BRIDE  STREET,  LONDOH,  E.C 


SCOTCH   SALMON  FISHINQ 
TO  LET. 

Fnll  partlonlars  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  to 
Let  In  Sootland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli. 
cation  to 

J.  WATSON  LTALL  &  CO., 

118,  FaU  tfaU,  London,  S.W. 

Theypnblish  on  the  let  of  each  month  their 
Lilt  of  all  Fiihinga  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  ii 
aent,  poit  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 

RODS  to  LET,  on  a  well  known  fishery  in 
Berkshire.  About  5  miles  ot  fishing,  both 
banks  of  river ;  water  divided  into  eight  beats. 
Rent  for  the  season,  £.50  per  rod.— Apply  J, 
Watson  LYALLand  Co.,  Land  Agents,  118,  Pall 
Mall,  London.  (49G.) 


TTHE  SCOTTISH  BEGISTEB  of  Famished 
Honses,  Oottages,  Lodgings,  &o.,  on  all 
Free  Fishing  Lochs  and  Blvers  (2  stamps). 

The  SCOTTISH  BEGISTEB  of  Shootings  and 
Salmon  Fishlngi  (2  stamps).  Largest  List  pab- 
lished.   WALKEB,  FBASEB,  Si  STEELE, 

Estate  Aeents,  Glasgow. 


ESTATES. 

FISHINGS,  and  SHOOTINGS  for 
SALE  or  to  LET. 


VAILA  ESTATE 
FISHINGS. 

Magnificent  Sea  Trout  Fishing  in 
the  long  chain  of  Lochs,  com- 
mencing with  Lower  Browster,  and 
including  Upper  Browster,  Vox- 
terby,  Burga  Water,  Whitebrigs, 
Mousavord,  and  others. 

Most  excellent  TeUow  Trout 
Fishing  in  thirty  lochs. 

Baskets  from  201b.  Weight  of 
fish,  lib.  to  61b. 

The  Deep  Sea  Fishing  cannot  be 
surpassed. 

For  further  details,  particulars 
of  accommodation,  terms,  route, 
fee,  apply  to — 

Eustace  Bankart,  Vaila  Estate 
Office,  Sauduers,  Shetland,  N.B. 


I^OR  SALE,  MEADOWS  MILL,heauti 
fully  situated  on  the  "^-■"'^r  Tem( 
New  fish  traps,  outbuildingF 
roomed  House,  garden,  &< 
fishing  for  one  mile  or  more, 
tion  for  fishing  parties. — Apply  ba.^ 
Meadows  Mill,  Eardiston,  Tenbury. 


T  ANGHOLM,  N.B.— Fnrniehed  HOUSE 
to  LET  ;  two  public  rooms,  three 
bedrooms,  one  double-bedded  ditto,  with 
dressing  room  ;  good  kitchen  accommoda- 
tion. Pleasant  situation  ;  gjod  fishing. — ■ 
Apply  KoBEKT  Scott,  Langholm,  N.B. 


THE 

HALF-TEiRLY  VOLUIES 

OF  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE, 

Bound  in  cloth, 
May  be  obtained  from  the  PnbliBherB. 

Price  6/6  each ;  post  free,  7/3. 

London : 

Sampson  Low,  Mabston  ft  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan'a  Honae.  Fettar-lane,  E.C. 


ESTABLISHED  1837. 

New  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books. 

Also  out  of  print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  4c.    Every  number  of  "The  Pub_ 

LISHBBB'  OlBOULAE  AND  BOOKSBLLBBS'  BBCOBD  " 

published  every  Friday,  price  IJd.)  contain! 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  ana 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  It,  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  tbe  PublUhers-  Circular,  St.  DnnitM'l 
HoDie.  Fetter-lane,  LonloD. 


THE   riSHINO    GAZETTE,    ,TUKE        ,  189S. 


HYAM  &  CO.  Limited 

TAILORS,  GENERAL  OUTFITTERS, 
HOSIERS,    HAHERS,   BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 


Trunks,  Dress  Baskets, 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 
Hold-alls,  Hat  Cases,  Bugs,  Straps 

and  TTmbrellas. 
A   Splendid  Assop<;n>.en.<; 

ALWAYS  IN  STOCK. 
tlloatrktad  Price  List,  with  all  p&rticalars,  free  on 
application  to 

42  &  43,  BBIQQATE,  LEEDS 
184  to  140,  Oxford  St.,  IiONDON.  W 
21,  22,  28,  New  St.,  BIBMINOHAM. 
41,  Dudley  St.,  WOLVEKHAMPTON 


TT  is  no  use  going  FisMng  if  yoa  have 
not  the  proper  sort  of  Tackle.  You 
should  therefore  write  to 

HEARDER  &  SON  (Wm.  Hearder), 

The  Pioneers  of  Sea  Fishing  Tackle, 
195,  Union  Street,  Plymouth, 

for  their  Tllustkated  Guide  to  Sea 
Ar*D  River  FisniNO,  gratis,  and  they 
will  tell  you  the  right  sort  to  use  in  the 
various  localities. 

Mounted  Lines,  Artificial  Baits,  Col- 
lapsing Nets,  and  Traps.    Otter  or  Beam- 
less     Trawls,     Trammels,  Naturalists 
Dredges,  or  any  Gear  for  Fishing. 
Highest  Awards  everywhere. 
Established  1770. 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis 
Eainbows,  and  Grayling. 
Applt — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

Surrey  Trout  Farm, 

CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE, 

NJB.  —  Established  hf  the  late  Thos. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford. 


ESTABLISHED  1861. 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  Bnildings,  Ohancery  Lane. 

TWO-AND-A-HALF  per  GENT.  INTEREST 
allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on  demand 

TWO  per  CENT,  on  OUBBENT  AOOOUNTS 
on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  when  not 
drawn  below  £100. 

STOCKS,  SHABES,  and  ANNUITIES  pnr- 
chased  and  sold.   

SAVINGS  DEPABTMENT. 

For  the  enconragement  of  Thrift,  the  Bant 
receives  small  sums  on  deposit,  and  allows 
Interest  monthly  on  each  completed  £1. 

The  Birkbeck  Almanack,  with  full  particulars, 
post  free.      Feanois  EAVBNSOaoFT,  Manager. 


Gtl  SHXJllS  TIISrE 

Fob  Dbt  Feet  &  Boot  Comfort. 
Is  much  used  hy  Sportsmen,  Shore  Wadert, 

Farmers,  Gardeners,  and  Ladies. 
Sold  by  Nurserymen  and  Oilmen,  with  testi- 
monials and  directions  for  use.   In  boxes,  6d. 
and  Is.  each.    Wholesale  by 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co..  Limited.  London 


A.  J.  RUDD, 

54,  LONDON  ST.,  NORWICH, 

Requests  anglers  to  send  for  his 
PRICE  LIST  of 

FISHING  TACKLE. 

Post  Free  on  rereipt  of  Address. 


SPBOUSTOIT,  KELSO. 


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 


XTIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon  Flies 
at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  FUea  for  all  parts  of 
the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half-doz.  of 
the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any  river. 
Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


DO    NOT    REMOVE  THIS    COUPON    TTLOTO.    THE  PAPER. 

The  Proprietors  of  the  "  FISHING  GAZETTE  "  have  insured  every  Purchaser  or  Holder 

ot  it  in 

The    General    Accident    Assurance    Corporation,  Limited, 

4,  Abchurch  Yard,  King  William  Street,  London,  E.G.  (Registered  Office,  Perth),  to  whom 
Notice  of  Claims  under  the  following  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days. 

01  AA  "PISHING   GAZETTE"  OP/\ 

<^1UU  INSURANCE  COUPON.  iOU 

Applicable  to  Passbngbb  Trains  and  all  Waters  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

One  Hundred  Pounds  win  be  paid  by  the  above  insurance  Company  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  any  person  killed  by  an  accident  to  the  train  in  which  the  deceased  was  an  ordinai-y  passenger 
or  who  shall  have  been  fatally  Injured  thereby,  should  death  result  within  three  months  after  such 
accident.  Should  such  injury  not  prove  fatal,  then  the  person  injured  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  fn,- 
PERMANENT  TOTAL  DIS ABLEM  ENT  (i.e..  the  loss  of  two  limbs  or  the  irrecoverable  loss  of  V^ht  in 
bothevesjONE  HUNBRED  POUNDS, orfor  PERMANENT  PAliriAL  DISABLEMENT  (i  f  the  loss  of 
one  limb,  or  one  eye)  FIFTY  POUNDS.  Fnivided  that  at  the  time  of  such  accident  the  person  so  killed 
or  injured  was  the  owner  of  this  I.N'SORANCE  COUPON  for  the  Current  Week,  with  his  or  her  usual 
signature  written  in  ink  underneath.  If  found  on  the  person  it  need  not  have  been  signed.  It  is  also 
understood  that  the  fatal  amount  under  this  Coupon  .=hall  extend  to  accidental  death  by  rirownin'^ 
whilst  angling.  Annual  subscribers  whose  yearly  subscription  has  been  paid  In  advance,  and  who  retain 
and  ale  this  paper,  will  be  held  covered  on  its  production,  although  the  coupon  is  unsigned. 

SIONATURE  


BEECHAM'S 
PILLS 

FOB  ALL 

Bilious  and  Neirons  Disordea 

8U0H  AB 

Sick  Headache, 


GENERAL  ACCIDENT  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION,  Ltd. 

Capital    -    -    £100,000.        Over  £80,000  Paid  in  Claims. 

CHIEF  OFFICES 

Perth— 42  to  44  Tay  Street.    GLAsaow— 28,  Renfleld  Street.  London— 4  Abchurch 
Yard,  King  William  Street,  E.G. 

FIDELITY  GUARANTEES. 

Bonds  are  issued  for  all  Mercantile  or  Government  Positions  of  Trust  at  low  rates  Pros 
pectus  and  Terms  Free  on  application.  F.  NOBIE-MILLEB,  Manager. 

P.3. — The  Bonds  of  this  Corporation  are  accepted  by  Her  Majesty's  Oovernment, 


Constipation, 

Weal<  Stomach. 
Impaired  Digestion. 
Disordered  Liver, 
and   Female  Ailments. 

ANNUAL  SALE: 
SIX   MILLION  BOXES. 

In  Boxes,  9^d.,  and  2/9  each,  with 

full  directions.  The  1/1  \  box  contains 
56  pills. 


Prepared  only  by  the  Proprietor — 

THOMAS  BEECHAM, 

ST.  HELEN'S  LANCASHIRE. 


Beecham's  Tooth  Paste. 

Effloaclons— Economloal. 
Cleanses  the  Teeth— Ferfames  the 
Breath. 

In  Oollapslble  Tubes,  of  all  Druggists,  or  from  the 
Proprietor,  for  1/-  post  paid. 


nsrow  :Eb:Eijk.jDir. 

THE 


NINETEENTH  CENTURY 

A   MONTHLY   REVIEW.         EDITED    BY  JAMES  KNOWLES. 
(No.  256.) 

JUNE,  1898,     Price  2s.  6d. 


I. 
II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 
VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 
XI. 
XII. 
XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 
XVI. 
XVII. 


"  Splendid  Isolation,"  or  "What  ?    By  Henry  M.  Stanley,  M.P. 
Our  Urgent  Need  of  a  Reser^  of  Wheat.    By  R.  B.  Marston 
{With  a  Plan). 

Lord  Salisbury's  Score  in  Chlni.    By  Holt  S.  Hallett. 
The  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897.    By  R.  T.  Thomson. 
The  Difficulties  and  the  Limits  of  Co-operation.    By  the  Rio-ht 
Hon.  Lord  Brassey.  ^ 

On  Style  in  English  Prose.    By  Frederic  Harrison. 
Breach  of  Church  Law:  its  Danger  and  its  Remedy.    'By  the 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  Barry. 

The  Catholicism  of  the  British  Army.    By  Captain  Philip 
Trevor. 

"Why  Vegetarian ? "—a  Reoly  to  Critics.  By  Sir  Henry 
Thompson,  F.R.C.S. 

Wanted— an  Opera.   By  J.  A.  Fuller  Maitland. 

Death  and  Torture  under  Chloroform.    By  Mrs.  R.  M.  King. 

The  Microbe  in  Agriculture.    By  C.  M.  Aikman,  D.Sc. 

The  First  Woman's  Hospital  in  Morocco.    By  the  Countess  of 
Meath. 

Fighting  the  Bubonic  Plague  in  India.     By  Miss  Marion 

Hunter  (late  Plague  Medical  Officer,  Poona). 
Among  the  Elephants.    By  J.  D.  Rees,  CLE. 
The  Pine  Art  of  Living.   By  Sir  Martin  Conway. 

Mr.  Gladstone  as  a  Contributor  to  the  Nineteenth  Century  Bv 
the  Editor. 


ORDER   THROUGH  ANY  BOOKSELLER. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY.  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  Honse,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


J.  RICHARDSON. 


^akcv  to  f  ♦^♦^^  ^Hijc*0Sr  of  ^ciU^. 


PATENT 


Natural  Wing  Trout  Flies 

2/6  per  doz.;  LAKE  SIZE,  3/- per  doz. 

THESE  FLIES  ARE  TIED  WITH  REAL  INSECT  WINGS 
STRENGTHENED  BY  MY  PATENT  PROCESS. 

The  Field  states  :  "  They  wUl  cause  a  revolution  in  the  manufacture  of  artificial 
fliea.'  The  Fts/itngrGazeife.—"  Most  clever  flies."  Land  and  TFafer.— "Felix"write3  • 
"  He  has  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  them,  and  kill  well."  Rod  and  Gun  — "  Hare's 
Lug  "  writes  :  "  The  trout  rise  more  frequently  than  thoy  do  to  feather  wing  flies." 

Major-General  Lowther  writes:  "  My  best  feather  winged  flies  ar /useless  in 
the  Eden.    Your  real  insect  wing  flies  kill  well." 

General  Eoome,  C.B.,  writes  :  "  I  have  shown  your  natural  wino-  flies  ti  several 
tackle  makers,  who  think  with  me  they  are  the  best  that  can  be  got." 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Waller  writes:  "I  have  tried  yjur  natural  wiuo-  flies  and 
am  agreeably  surprised  with  them.    They  stand  better  than  feather  wings." 

Mr.  W.  Brown  (Fishing  Tackle  Maker  of  Aberdeen)  writes  :  "  The  inclosed 
order  is  for  a  gentleman  who  has  expressed  himself  highly  pleased  with  your  natural 
wing  flies." 

NUMEROUS  OTHER  TESTIMONIALS. 


THE  DRY  FLY  CAST. 

6ft.  Tapered,  Made  from  the  Finest  Selected  Gut  (undrawn). 
6  -  dozen.- 


NotG  Only  Address- 


m,  JUDD  STEEET,  KING'S  CEOSS. 


No  Connection  with  any  other  Fir 


THE    FlSaiNQ    GAZETTE,  JUNE 
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ci5^  j^^y  u)i4A  for  perfect  te6ted 
S^6A  t/our  TacA/e  3)ea/er  for 

%e  'WrcAer 73 rand. 


A  LABEL  AFFIXED  TO  EACH  LINE  BEARS  THE  ABOVE  TRADE  MARK. 


A  customer  ivritea:  *•  Ovev  60  Trout  caught 
on  one  of  y oar  3x  Fine  Trout  Cists;  aniJ, 
nf/nin^  95  cnught  on  same  grade^  averaging 
fully  lllb.,  and  cast  ortlu  then  accidentally 
broken." 

Another  customer  says:  JFg  frfend  lifted  a 
3\lb.  Trout  clean  over  Ihf  rocks  tvith  one  of 
your  4  x  CastSf  being  un  >  ble  to  use  his  net. 

Sole  Manufacturers  of  the  celebrated  "ARCHER  '  BRANDS  of  FISH  HOOKS 
and  FISHING  TACKLE,  which  can  only  be  obtained  through  dealers. 

B ARTLEET  &  SONS, 

ABBEY  MILLS,  REDDITCH. 

London  House:  U  and  12,  Goldsmith  Street,  Wood  Street,  E.G. 


BOOKS  IR  LIVELY  DEMARD  ROW. 


PUBLISHED  BY 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  k  CO,  LIMITED. 

ALL  THE  WORLD'S  FIGHTING  SHIPS.  Bj  Feed,  t  Jani 

Text  in  English,  French,  German,  and  Italian,  and  portraits  of  nearly  every  warship 
of  any  fighting  value  whatever.    Size,  8  by  12.    Oblong  cloth,  lOg.  Cd.  net. 


HANDBOOK 

ABROAD. 

cloth.  .33  6i. 


TO    BRITISH  MILITARY 

By  L.  C.  B.  Ddnoombe-Jewell.     With  a  Map. 


STATIONS 

Crown  8vo,  limp 


THE  AMERICAN  NAVY  :  its  Growth  and  Achievements.  Bj 
Lieut.-Commander  J.  D.  J,  Kelley,  0.S.N.,  and  21  Full-page  Water-colour  Drawings  bj 
FUED  S.  CnzZENS,  representing  every  type  of  0.S.  Fighting  Ship  from  177-3,  and  everj 
ship  of  ihe  present  American  Navy,  with  over  lOU  Text  Illustrations.  Oblong  4to., 
price  Three  Guineas  net.  . 
*,*  Probably  the  finest  Coloured  Plites  of  Warships  ever  published. 

THE   ROYAL  NAVY   FROM  THE  EARLIEST  TIME^ 

TO  THE  PRESENT.    Kdited  by  Wm.  Laird  Clowes.    With  Photogravure  Plates 
and  other  Illustrations.    Each  volume  will  be  complete  in  itself,  with  an  Index,  and  orderi 
will  b?  taken  either  for  sets  or  for  separate  volumes.    In  five  handsome  royal  8vo.  vola.j 
2-5s.  each  net.    Vols.  I  and  II.  now  ready.    R  lyal  Svo.,  '.'oa.  net  each.  / 
With  respect  to  this  great  work  on  the  Boyal  Navy,  Captain  A.  T.  Mahan  wrote  to  Messrs) 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Company,  after  Vol.  I.  was  published,  as  follows:   "You  have 
tremendous  undertaking  in  hand,  and  I  wish  you  all  the  success  your  nation  ought  to  give  yon  as 
matter  of  patiiotiBm." 

FIFTH  EDITION— REVISED  AND  ENLARGED,  WITH  CH.\PTER  ON  THE 
AMERICAN  NAVY. 

IRONCLADS    IN  ACTION.    By  H.  W.  Wilson.    With  Introductioi 

by  Captain  A.  T.  Mahan.    Fully  Iilu3irat3d.    Two  vols.,  royal  8vo.,  30^. 

NEW  WOBK  BY  CAPTAIN  A.  T.  MAHAN.  | 

THE  INTEREST  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES   IN  SEA 

POWER,  PRESENT  AND  FUTURE.  By  Captain  A.  T.  Mahan.  Crown  8vo, 
10s.  Cd.  net,' 

The  most  important  and  successful  Naval  Biography  ever  published. 

CAPTAIN  MAHAN'S  "  LIFE  OF  NELSON  :  the  Embodi. 

ment    of   the  Sea  Power  of   Great  Britain."     With  12  Battle  Plans,   8  Maps,  an^ 
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